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IN T R> :00 cT:tON 

Afghanistan provides an interesting case study of how 

crucially important diplomacy ~comes fbr a nation, when 

geopolitical, cultural, historical. and political factors combine 

to place it at the centre of Great Powers politics. In this 

context, it would be usefUl to keep certain facts in mind. 

Afghanistan's relatively small si~e, cultural conservatism, 

land-lock isolation, religious orientation and ethnic composition 

have decisively conditioned its diplomacy. 

In eighteenth century, while Afghanistan was seeking 

nationhood, the British were bUilding an Indian empire, and 

Russians seeking to impose their military influence in Asia. 

The result was the renowned ttGreat Game" between Russians and 
_.., 

British for consolidation of their empire and for hegemony 

in Asia. 

In developing a defence of northwestern India, the 

British imposed the greatest pressure on Afghanistan. One 

important tact o t this 1 forward policy' was non-interference 

in internal affairs of Afghanistan known aa 'masterly inactivity'. 

This manifests itself' in attempts to constitute a 'neutral zone' 

or a • bu:trter state• between the British and Russian positions. 

Their support and surveiDmce of Afghan Government and pretenders 

enabled them to screen out most Russian influence until after 
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World War I. 

The shattering of int~rnational system by World War I 

provided Afghanistan with a new set of external opportunities. 

The independent Afghan Government established bilateral relations 

with the USSR an,d most oft the European and Muslim States. 

Afghanistan intended to seek complete economic and political 

independence from the neighbouring powers and followed neutral · 

policy in international affairs. It was in the national interest 

of Afghanistan to remain neutral between great rival powers. 

After World War II United States and Soviet Union emerged 

as Super Powexs, which had direct impact on intemational politics. 

The number of newly independent Afro -A.si an States incre a:;~ed. 

During the Cold War era these countries were pressurized to 

deviate from the neutral policy and take side with any of the 

rival blocs. But most of these countries did remain non-aligned. 

A.fghanisten's foreign policy after the Second World War was 
. 

determined by historical changes in inter.national,situation. 

New possibilities opened for A'fghanistan to solve her urgent 

economic, social and political problems while strengthening her 

national independence. 

Afghanistan national forces guided by patriotic aspira

tions, have at all stages of the independent development of the 

Afghan state bUilt their sovereignty and foreign policy on the 

recognition of the prime importance of friendly relations with 

all countries. 
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Adhering to a foreign policy conception of positive 

neutrality and non-alignment sovereign Afghanistan has followed 

the road of independent economic and social development. The 

main purpose of Afghan~stan 1 s non-alignment policY was to 
-· 

promote goodwill and co-operation to consider social, economic 

and cultural problems of special interest to Asian and African 

nations, liberation of the subjected people, elimination of 

racialism and world peace and co-operation. The impartial 

evaluation of the world situation based on independent 

judgment in the interest of peace is accepted as the basis 

of Afghan non-alignment policy. This policy is one of the 

goodwill, the notion is directed by reason and determination 

is of 1 ts O'\IJn that it can hope for the full understanding of 

purpose and a.:tms by other countries and success in making a 

contribution to the solution of the problems of a world where 

every one can -wish to live together i.n pec:ce. Afghanistan is 

not pursuing the aims of any camp or bloc and its de liberations 

are not aimed against any one. 

Afghanistan supports the formulation of these 

principles and believes in the principles of peace and co

existence. Afghanistan has traditionally followed a policy 

of impartial judgment through many years has taken an 

active part and played important role in the non-alignment 

movement. 

-v{,(_~ 
vv~.~ w~ 

'2-). Y'· 1-¥ 
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HISID RICAL BACKGroUND 

i) ~he Geo-political Setting 

Afghanistan is a large mountaneous country with a total 

laud area of 700,000 sq. kilometers. It is bound on north 

by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Turkmanistan, 

Uzbekistan and Taja}d.stan); on the West by Iran, on the South 

and East by Pashtunistan. In the north-east, the alongated 

narrow strip of Wakhan is bo~d by People's Republic of China. 

The country is landlocked and has a population of 16 millions 

with annual growth of 2·3 per cent. The population is mainly 

concentrated in the fertile valleys, plains, river banks 

and foothills where good soil and water occur. 

The term 11 Afghanistan 11 is not a new one as sometimes 

believed. Seven centuries ago, well before Ahmad Shah 

Durr ani founded the Afghan &t.pire in the eighteenth century, 

the term was applied to a terri tory much smaller in size than 

present Afghanistan and, according to Sa:vf al-HaraYii's The 

fi.istorv or Hera.t, located to the east of contemporary 

Afghanistan as far as the Indus with the Sulaiman mountains at 

its centre. This territory was inhabited by Pashtun people 

who for mauy centuries were referred to as Ayagana and 

A-po-Kien from which the term "Afghanistan" seems to have 

been derived. With the spread of the l?a~:Jhtuns in following 
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centuries, the term ••Afghanistan" gradually signified a larger 

territory that eventually includedthe Kb.urasan of the 

IslaJUic era and Ariana of .the ancient time. Similarly, the 

term 11Afghan 11 , which originally denoted only a particular 

etlmic group, now legally and constitutionally encompasses 
1 

all ethnic groups living in modern Afghanistan. 

Historically, Afghanistan ha13 been the scene of 

many civilization. It was from here that the Ari::rts migrated 

southwards to India. Its territories, transversed by famous 

man and conquerrors, formed parts of the great empires of 

the Persians, the Greeks, the MauraYa.s and the Kushans, The 

Ariana were the earliest people of Afghanistan to enter India 

by this route. Alexander of Macdonia was the first among 

the conquerrors to cross the Hindu-Kush. Later Emperor 

Ashoka established a centre for the spread of Bud.dhism at 

Ganda}lara. Later on, the Kushan King Kanisbka exercised his 

authority over a large empire stretching from Kabul to Banaras. 

At the beginning of the third century A.D. Sasanian Monarch 

Ardashir carried his conquest to the oorder of Bactria and 

invaded India a13 far as Sarhind in Funjab. By the middle 

of 7th century A.D. the Arab conquerrors overthrew the 

rulers. 

---
1 • Kakar Hassan, Trends in Moqern Afghan Histoa,, 

(Afghanistan in 1970s, Praeger Publishers, 1973), 
pp. 13-14. 
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ii) Great Powers Rivalry dUing the 
,. Colonial g eriod . . . . .. 

For Afghanistan the si tu.ation became critical late 1n 

the nineteenth cen tur:y, when the Buss ian alld British empire 

advanced in Central Asia until they were separated only by 

the area of Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan became a national entity in 1747 when 

Ahmad Shah Abiali united the Afghan tribles under his 

leadership. Ahmad S;ttah 's power was consolidated in 

consequences of an aggressive foreign policy aimed at the 

conquest of large portions of northern India. 

By 1830, the strategic importance of Afghanistan 1n 

the security consideration of India was being growingly 

realised and considered a reaction to her involvement in 

the Eastern Question. 

The Anglo-Russian rivalry in Persia. thus became an 
.. 

essential cavalry oft he European politics of balance in 

nineteenth century. 

The reason why the British were ro sensitive a tout 

the defence of North-West Frontier is not difficult to seek. 

Their power was essentially sea-oriented. They came to 

India by sea route, and their expansion was from the east . . 

and south of India towards the north-west in search of some 

natural stronghold from where they could defend their Indian 
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empire against the land-baSe was also baSic to Indian ·defence, 

which required the protection of British 'imperial life-line• 

through the mediterranian and preventing the Russisn power 

from entering either the Mediterrian or gaining a foothold 

in the Persian Gulf. This inevitably drew Afghanistan into 

the vortex of big power rivalry. 

Lord Mornington, Governor of Bengal (1798-1805) 

initiated a. policy of containment of Afghanistan, and Lord 

Auckalnd (1836-1842) began to interfere directly in the 

affairs of the country, bringing aoout the First Anglo

Afghan War .(1839-1842). The failure of Bri ta.in to obtain her 

objectives in this war led 'Q> temporary disengagement, lint 

Britain'& forward policy was not to be resisted, and the 

arrival of Russian mission in Afghanistan became the cause · 

of the Second Anglo-Afghan War (1878-1879). 

The most significant British loss in first Anglo

Afghan war was the losing the prestige of a nation wmse 

empire has never in the East suffered such humiliation. 

After the tragic failure of British diplomacy in Afghanistan, 

the policy pursua.ded by Lord Auckland was ·reversed. Lord 

E1lenbarough issued proclamation on October 1, 1842, 

setting forth that the British army be withdrawn from 

·Afghanistan. He left the Afghans to create a government of 

their own choice. 
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In 1863 Sher··. Ali Khan succeeded the throne or 

Afghanistan. His situation was very delicate and required 

carefUl handling. He wanted to remain independEnt of all 

foreign influences. !Ut finding this extremely difficult the 

Am1r retired towards Uentral Asia. 

An independent Afghanistan under the Anglo-Russian 

guarantees was not what British desired. Disturbed aoout 

security of her possessions in Indi e., Br1 tain in 1869 had 

already extracted an assurance from Russia that Afghanistan 

was outside her sphere of influence. The assurance, later 

known as the Granville-Govchakoff Agreement, was reiterated 

on a number of occasions. To permit Russia to be cone a 

party to the Afghan settlement Wa$ therefore not acceptatae 

to Britain. 

In 18gO Alxlul Ralnnan, ·King of Afghanistan was not 

w~ting his exile in Central ~ia aJ3 the guest of the Russian 

Government. After seeking permission of the Russian hosts; 

he set out to seize the opportunity of establishing himself 

in AfghaJlistan. When the British reluctantly and with serious 

misgivings recognized as Amir or KabUl, Anglo-Afghan relations 

were burdened with the legacy or two wars, the loss of life and 

property and the ill will and distrust that resulted. Russia 

was extending her influence in Central Asia, soon to impinge 

an Afghan terri tory, and the stage was set for the battle 



on the Hindu-Kush as the ultimate "scientific frontier" 

between the Russian and British Empire. 

9 

The new Amir was, to a cert~n extent, the creature 

of the two ri.valing empires. He owed much of his po 11. tical 

training and his understanding of power politics to almost 

twelve years of exile in Russian Turkistan. He ascended the 

throne with the sanction of both Britain and Russi. a. Russia 
' permitted Abdul Rahm~m to estab llsh himself in northern 

Afghanistan. Lord Lytton, in a reversal of his forward po llcy, 

wanted to withdraw the British troops £rom their increasingly 

precarious occupation of"$o.athel'l!· Afghanistan and offered Abdul 

2 Rahman the entire country with the exception of Herat, whi.ch 
'l.v 

~· ... '·~· was to be ceded to Persia, and Kandahar, which was to become 

an independent Amirate unde:r the protection of Britain. 

In his pronouncement of foreign relations he assured 

Britain that as long as British empire and that of Russia 

exist, the tribes of Afghanistan should live in peace. Abdul 

Rahman was keen to show himself not allied with any foreign 

power. 

Britain did not want to conclude a formal treaty with 

the Anlir and merely indicated in two letters of June and July 

1880, its policy of supporting an independent ruler in 

Afghanistan and defending him from outside aggression, provided 

that Amir had foreign relations only with the Government of 

India. 
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to 
Russian advances in Central Asia lecy' Anglo-Russian 

negotiations and the f.inal danarcation of Afghan oorder in 

an agreement ratified in 1887. Russia. solved a terri to rial 

dispute with Afghanistan over the P anjdeh district in March 

1885, by forcefully occupying the area. The fact that Britain 

did not live up to her obligation of assisting AfghanistaJl against 

this aggression has not been forgotten .by subsequent Afghan 

rulers. 

Afghanistan's north-eastern ooundary was demarcated 

with the assistance of Sir Mortimor Durand in 1893. At that 

time Afghanistan lo at the northern province of Sheglma.n and 

Rushan while she gained the cis-Oxus province of Darwa~ and 

unwanted Wakhan Corridor. The Indo-Afghan ooundary was also 
2 

defined. 

By the turn of century, several things happened. Abdul 

Rahman died in 1901, and was succeeded by' his eldest son 

Habi bullah• Habi bullah 1 s peacefUl accession to the throne wa::s 

an unprecedented event in Afghanistan. Its credit must go to 

Abdul Rahman, wro foresightedly sought to avoid the mistake 

of his predecessors. Babibullah, immediately after his father's 

death had hardly time and inclination to pause and think on 

his own b3fore the British and Russians once again started 

taking active interest in Afghanistan. 

Adamec Ludwig w., Afghani~tan 1 1900-l92a, (University 
of California Press, 1967 , p., 15. 
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The Russians , during their chequerred bat steady 

advance 1n Central Asia, were always inclined to seize any 

opportunity which was likely to give them a chance of 
3 

meddling directly 1n the Afghan affairs. 

tl.v 
In 1900, when ~ri tish government w a$ pre-occupied 

with Boer War in South Africa, the Russians tried to enter 

in the direct trade relations with Afghanistan, by reviving 

the so called 'Central Asian Question•. 

The Russian Memorandum of February 6, 1900 which was 

communicated to the British Premier Lord Salis bury, raised 
.. 

certain specific issues which tended to reopen the A.fghazt. 

question. He informed the British cabinet, that 1n 1873 

Afghanistan We$ considered outside their •sphere of action f 

in political matters and she has intention to have direct 

non-political relations with Afghanistan. 

The British government questioned their Russian 

counterpart al:x>ut attempts to enter into direct relations 

with Afghanistan. The British, however, thought that there 

Jy is a case for direct Russian relations With Afghanistan for 

3. CUrzon, Persia and Persian Question, p. 4. 
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commercial and lx>undary dispute, but declared that it will 
4 

be sanctioned only by the Government at London. 

The Russians, however, continued in persist for 

direct relations with Afghanistan. The assessment of the 

British government was that there was little to be gained 

by further correspondence-with the Russian counterparts 

on the question, m.d that it was useless to appeal to the 

understanding between Bri~ain and Afghanistsn which the 

1, .Russian fiorei~ Minist~r, had expressly stated as not binding 

in Russia. 

For once, the British- government seemed inclined 

to acquiese with the Russian Government's notification 

regarding their intention of. despatching Russian agents into 

Afghanistan. But the British·saw a way out from their 

intended acqv.iescence by contending that the stationing 

o f egen ts in Afghanistan required the consent of Amir, and the 

British, even though in charge of Afghan foreign relations, 

had refrained from sending their agents wi tbout the Amir's 

a.pprove.l. 

Amir HabibUllah, although annoyed with Lord Curzon 's 

dictatorial attitude, came to the rescue of the British 

4. Bilgrami, A.H. , Afghanistan and Jki tiJh India. 1793·1907 
(New Delhi, Sterling Fublishers, 1972 • . · · · · · · -



Government when approached for his views concerning the 

Russian desire. 

13 

In face of Curzon• s expansive forward policy -
-~ 

in Persia, fibet and Afghanistan - his plan of occupying 

Kandahar and his aggressive dealings with Habibullab, the 

Russian move for relations with Afghanistan was simply 

commercial. 

Later the Russians, due to their own internal and 

external compulsions bad to come to ·terms with the situation. 

What they meant by Afghanistan being •buffer state• was in 
.- . 

practical terms no more than conceding the British control 

over its foreign relations while retaining the right to 

maintain some non-political contacts on the Russo-Afghan 

border. 

In a way, an Anglo-Russian reconciliation was 

likely to prove more dangerous to Afghanistan than their 

century long antagonism which had ensured the survival of 

that country as a political entity. Habibullab dealing with 

the Britain and Russia showed the consumate still with 

which he laid secure foundation of sovereignty and indepen

dence of Afghanistan. 

The most important factor to which Afghanistan owed 

its national survival, however, was the skillful policy of 
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her rulers. The Afghan rulers followed a conscious policy, 

first foxmul ated by Abdul Rahman 1n the late 1890s ~ which 

r~ted on the premise that Afgh<:nistan neighl:x>urs were· 

essentially hostile md bent on territorial annexation. 

To- deter his neighbours from aggression, Abdul Rahmen relied 

on a policy of mili tent powers which attempted 1n check 

pressures from one of his neighbours by obtaining support 

from the other. To conduct such a policy success fully, the 

Afghan rulers had to be carefUl not to provoke either 

of his two neighbours, Britain, with whom he had a Calltious 

alliance, and Russia, from whom he isolated himself in the 
5 

a.rr angements With the Britain • 

The main quest of Afghan foreign policy has been to 

secure and maintain national independence. Over the past century 

the Afghans have been successful at this, a remarkable achievement 

in the face of external forces that at all times have been 

capable of intervening in or over running Afgh~istan. 

The existence of Afghanistan, after rem a,i.ning hedged 

between the two contending imperialists, is ascribed to the 

antagonism between the two powers as well as diploma.tic skill 

of Afghans themselves in ensuring the survival of their country 

as a political entity. To this historical experience may be 

traced the origins of Afghan's non-alignment in more recent 

years. 

5. Adamic LUdvvig w., Afghanistsn 170Q-1723, p. 2. 
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Chapter II 

THE POLICY OF "NON-ALIGNMENi'1 

"Non-alignment" is perhaPs not the best term by which 

the policy or attitude it represents can be defined_. Even 

Jawaharlal Nehru, wno probably coined the term, Wa$ not quite 

happy with it because or its apparently negative connotation. 

Non-alignment is also known as 11non-commi tment", nnon-involvement", 
,., ' 

"neutrality", "neutralism", "positive neutrali ty 11 , "positive 
- . -· ' 

neutralism", "dynamic neutrality", "independent and active 

policy". 

As one serious scholar of international affairs has put 

it non-alignment $-.tandS for alstention from power politics, for 

peacefUl co-existence, and for active international co-operation 

among all states--aligned and non-aligned. Negatively, it means 

a calculated and deli berate refUsal· to enter into any military 

or political commitment with any of the Super Powers or blocs 

of Powers allied to them and to permit foreign military baSes 
1 

on one•s territory. 

---
1. This is a peculiah- Indiall view with which some non

aligned states do not agree. Some of them have in fact 
military allisnces with countries ~hich are otherwise 
aligned. To give some specific exa111ples: Yugoslavia 

· has an alliance with Greece ald Turkey ooth of which 
are members of the NATO ; <.;eylon and MalaYSia have a 
defence agreement· with a major Power, the United Kingdom; 
The United Arab Republic has· a military alliance with 
Syria zd S a.udi Arabia· The Latin AJnericaJl •neutrals' 
are members of a mutu;i defence treaty_, the Rio Pact of 
1947. See M.S. Rajall, Non-ali~ents India and the 
Futur!L_O! rasaranga, Mysore 1970 , p. -9. · · 
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M.s. Bajan has taken great pains to explain what 
' 

non-alignment is. According to him: 

Non-alignment is not a negative policy or 
attitude to world affaJ.rs or to other 
countries, as some people are inclined to 
think. To emphasize this point, some non
aligned nations have sought to call their 
policy 11positive neutralism", ndyn.amic 
neutralism", and so on. No~-alignment 
represents, on the contrary, a positive 
policy and attitude, a policy aimed at 
promoting peace and co-operation among all 
nations. 2 

Non-alignment is not "neutrality" of a non-belligerent · 
~ u• 

nation during a general war; it is not "neutralityu of the 

Swiss or the Austrian brand, guaranteed .. by other nations by 
3 

treaty. What is more, Bajan points out, it does not even 

originate from either of these concepts, as many diplomats and 
4 

scholars erroneously think. It is not also the same as the 

___ ... _______ _ 
2 

3 

4 

For this reason, it has even been S~.Jggested recently 
that the term unon-allgnmentn should be abandoned in 
favour of new name which \vould express the positive 
attitude and objectives of the phrase. !b2...Anllll! 
(Philadelphia, Pa), July 1961, p. 71 • 

.. 
See J. w. Burton, ed., ~2!!=!1:1E.~ment (London, 1966), 
pp. 21-24; and Marko Nikez c, uwmruncommi tted Co~tries 
hold that they are not •Neutral' u, The Annals 
(Philadelphia, Pa.), July 1961, pp. 75-lf." - · 

Even an eminent scholar like Professor Hans J. :Morgenthau 
commits this. error. See his article, "Neutrality and 
Neu

1
'balismu, i n,.!~!!!:-~2.2.!£_g_f._¥!2.r!9...M:!.~~~l-lg§Z (London), 

vo • 11, pp. 4t-r5. . . , 
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"neutralism" evidenced from time to time among sonie of the 

countries that are aligned, usually in non-official circles. 

Nor is it identical with the "neutralism" .of Sweden, which is 

neither a neutral of the Swiss type nor a member of the non

aligned group of nations. Many non-aligned nations would quite 
II 

probably agree with Jawaharlal Nehru's resounding remark in 

respect of India: "Where freedom is menaced or justice is 

threatened or where aggression takes place, we cannot be, and 
5 ' 

shall not be, neutral. u 

Non-alignment, however, should not be interpreted as 

isolationism. As Prince Norodom Sihanouk told the Belgrade 

Conference: "Non-alignment represents a dynamic foNl of inter-
6 

national life, not an unhealthy and passive introversion • 11 

5. iJ'Raharla1 Nehru's Speecbes. 1949-1953 (Delhi, 1957), 
vo1.2, p. 125. 

V .K. Krislma Menon speaking in the Ull General A.ssembly 
on 17th October 19~0, said: "We refUse to accept respon
sibility for the appellation 'Neutralist' , which is 
purely a newspaper invention originally prodUced as ~ 
epithet by people who. did not lile our policy. We are 
not neutral regarding war or peace. We are not neutral 
regarding ethical values. W~ are not neutral with regard 
to the greatest economic and social problems that maY 
arise •••• We are not neutral or neutralist, positive or 
otherwise. W&J would take part, we would participate, we 
would express our views. Even that expressions 'posl. tive 
neutrality• is a contradiction in terms. There CaJl no 
more be positive neutrality than there can be vegetarian 
tiger". U.N. General Assembly, Official Records 
(GAOR), sess~on 15, pt. 1 (L. 1960), p. 751. 

6. Belgrade Conference Report, n. 1, p. 193. 
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EVen a brief survey of recent international relations 

would easily demonstrate that the path of non-al:tgnment is not 

an easy one for small, developing nations to tread. Non

alignment is not the line of least resistance, but is rather 

the most difficult, challenging, and positive pol:i.cy of a 

nation emerging from the colonial yoke. 

Sometimes the non-aligned nations are criticized for 

naive idealism or •holier than thou• attitude. This does not 
..• 

seem to be valid. Non-alignment does not represent judicial 

impartiality in world affairs: non-aligned nations do no't 

seek to be umpires in the game of world po l1 tics. Non

alignment does not mean self-righteausness or an·affectation of 

moral superiority - at least not more so than alignment. 

Following a po l:tcy of Non-alignment does not mean 

foresaki.ng one's national interests. NOn-alignment is not self

abnegation, and non-aligned nations are not just ttdo-gooders". 
"· 

Non-alignment is as much a pol'lcy of national interest as 

alignment. As Jawaharlal Nehru once said: "It is certainly true 

that our instructions to our delegates have always been, to 

consider each question first in terms of India's interests and 
"' 

secondly on its merits - I mean to say, if did not affect India, 

naturally, on its meri.t and not merely to do something or give 

a vote just to please this Po\ver or that Power ••••• ,7 __ ... ____ .........,........,. __ 
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To coneei ve of non-alignment as an ethical moral 

policy is to clothe it with exaggerated virtue. According to 

an Arab authority, 11positive neutralism, thus is the law 
"~• 

directing the Arab nationalist movement in the international 

field so as to secure a favourable atmosphere for the reall.-
8 

zation of i.ts national goals and aspirations •••• u Therefore, 
., 

the cr1.ticism that non-aligned states do not behave any different-

ly when their o\om national interests are involved is misplaced. 

Jawaharlal Nehru once remarked in reply to the wide

spread criticism of non-alignment soon after the Chinese 

aggression on India in October 1962 and the demand for its 

abandonment, that if India abandoned non-alignment, it would be 

a "terrible moral failure n. He had alSo sai.d at another time: 
" . . 9 

uwe are altgned with nobody, not even with non-alignment •••• u 

Non-alignment to begin ¥lith had noth~ng to do with many things 

often associated with non-aligned countries--like opposition to 

colonialism and racialism, banning of nuclear and thermonuclear 

weapons, disarmament, demand for rapid'economic development, 

ttprogressive u domestic policies, promotion of world peace, 
~ ~ 

strengthen1.ng of the United Nations, and peaceful settlement of 

:lnternational disputes. 

8 

9 

Clovis Maqsood, as cited in Paul F. Power, ed., ~!!:!~~!!!! 
~~2!!!2EL~~~ (New York:. N.Y., 1964), p. 14. 

Ceci 1 V. Grabb, Jr·~ ,/ A..§£u~i-2.Ltl2.t!.:.a.l4.2~ (Frederick 
& Praeger, New York, 1965), p. 12 • .. 
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Non~al.ignment is .not direotea agains-t any ideal.ogy. bl.oo 

or nation. Non-a1ignment and non-~~igned states do not represent 

a nthird force", or seek to create a third CdllP or bloc of 

nations (as against the two existing blocs). Any such objective 
. 

runs counter to the very basis of non-alignment. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, describing the idea of a "third. force 
" 

or "third power 11 in a military sense as 11atsurd, 11 nevertheless 
•.. 

said that if it meant a third. "area11 which did not want war, 

which worked fof peace, and which believed in co-operation, 

he would have no objection. 

The Emperor of Ethiopia told the Belgrade Conference 1 

"When we descend into the political a.rena as a recognized and 

organized and disciplined unit, our moral influence and our 

power to rally and shape opinion on question Lsi£7 of world 

import which is otherwise our greatest strength, is compromised 

and dissipated. Bloc action implies, within the group, the 

excertion of pressures upon recalcitrant members, the compromise 

of compositions, the sacrifice of principle for political expe

diency, the trading of votes Lior the sake oii votes and 

adherence to the role of quid proquo. All of these are inconsis

tent with the real sources of our power, the moral element in 

the conduct of human affairs." In the same Conference, the 

Ceylonese Prime Minister, Sirimao Bandarnaike, obServed that 

while non-aligned states should_ not organize themselves, and 

thereby strengthen the role which non-aligned t~king could play 
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in oorld affairs. n She reiterated this proposal for speedy 

and effective consultation and effective concill. ation among 

? disputant states :ln the Ciro Conference. --
To appreciate properly the st~uggle which the Non

ali.gned have bad to undertake it is necessary to review, how

ever sketchily, the reaction of great powers - leaders of rival 

blocs to their aspirations. Likewise, Mao T.se-tung said: "All 

Chinese without exception, must lean either to the side of 
imperialism or to the side of socialism. Sitting on the fence 

10 
wi 11 not do , nor is there a third road. n And this d i~-

tinguished company was later on joined 'b'y an American 

secretary of state, John Foster Dulles, to whom uneutralismu 
'• 

was immoral and short- sighted. 

Under these circumstances to fo l:Ww steadfastly 

the policy of non-alignment -was not alv11ays an easy task. And 

it is in this context that the Afghan participation in the 

various non-aligned conferences should be assessed. 

-----------~--~------

10 

r 

Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, (Peking, 1961), Vol. 4, 
i>:-4157-lCcoramg~oHaro!C'rViuacke, boweve;r, Hao 
expressed this view of non-a~gnment before the concept 
had been fully developed in relation to the Cold tvar. 
See his article, "Communist China and the Uncommi~ted 
Zonen, ·Ih~AEn~~' November 1962, p. 114 •. 

DISS 

327.095481 
W139 Af 

IIIII illllll/llllllll/111111111111 
TH168 



CHAPTER III 

AFGEfJWIST.AN~DIPLO:t>1ACY IN NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCES 



22 

Chapter III 

) 

AFGHANISTAN.SDI.e.LOMACY IN NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCES 

1. Non-aligned Conference a.t Belgrap.e 
- (September 1-6, 1961) 

At the invitation of President Tito of Yugoslavia, 

President Abdul Nasser of the United Arab Republic and 

President Suka;rno of Indonesia were joined by the Prime 

Minister of India, Mr. Nehru and the Government of 

Afghanistan which decided to support the sponsorship of the 

invitation and a preparatory meeting for the Conference of the 

Uncommitted countries took place in Cairo from June 5 to 12, 

1961, under the chairmanship of Dr. Mehmud Fawzi, Minister 

of Foreign Affairs' of the United Arab Republic. 

This meeting was attended by the delegation of the 

following countries: 

1. Afghanistan 11. Ir~ 

2. Blrma 12. Mali 

3. camoodia 13. Morocco 
.... 

4 .• Ceylon 14. Nepal 

5. Cuba 15. Saudi Arabia 

6. Ethopia 16. Somalia 

7. Ghana 17. Sudan 

8. Guinea 18. The United Arab Republic 

9. India 19. Yogoslavia 

10. Indonesia 20. Provisional Al~erian 

-Government 
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They agreed that the Conference of He adS of State 

and Government of the Uncommitted countries should be held 

in Yugoslavia early in September. 

On September 1, 1961, the Conference of Heads of 

State or Government of Non-aligned countries was opened by 

President Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, who acted as host of 

the Conference. The Confe~ence of Heads of States or Governments 

of the following non-aligned countries took part in Bandung: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

. 6. 

7. 

a. 
9. 

11. 

12. 

Afghani at an 

Algeria 

Burma 

c~oodia. 

Ceylon 

Congo 

Ethopia 

Cyprus 

Ghana 

Guinea 

India 

Indonesia 

13. Ira,q 

14. Lebanon 

15. MaJ.i 

16. Morocco 

17. Nepal 

18. Saudi Arabia. 

19. Somalia 

20. Sudan 
-

21. Tunisia 

22. United A,ra b Republic 

23. Yeman 

24. Yugoslavia. 

Bolivia, Brazil and Ecuador were represented by their 

observers. 

1. The Conference of Heac'ls of States or Governments 
of Non-alignment countries,. Pelgrade, Yugo:81-.av 
Government :Publication, 1961, p. 253. 



The Conference adopted the following agenda: 

I. Exchange of views on the international situation. 

II. Establishment and stre~gthening of international 

peace and security: 

1. Respect for the right of peoples El'!d 

nations to self-determination, struggle 

against imperialism. 

2. Respect for the sovereignty and terri to rial 

integrity of states, non-interference and 

non-intervention in internal affairs of 

states. 

3. Racial discrimination and ap a;rtheid. 

4. General and complete disarmament, banning 

24 

of nuclear tests; problem of foreign military 

bases. 

5. Peaceful co-existence among states with different 

political and soci3l systems. 

6. Role and Structure of the United. Nations and 

the implementation of its resolutions. 

III. Problems of unequal economic development, promotion of 

international economic and technical co-operation. 

IV. Other Matters. 
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2 
V. Communique of the Conference. 

, 

The Head of the Afghan delegation in Belgrade Conference 

was Prime Minister Mohammud Daoud. 

The non-·align.ed countries in the final declaration 

including Afghanistan considered that the Germ<:>n problem is 

not surely a regional problem, but liable to exercise a 

decisive influence on the course of fUture developments 

in international relations. They asked all parties concerned 

not to resort to or threa.ten in accordance with the appeal 

made by members of non-aligned countries. The declaration of 

the Belgrade Conference, which Afghanistfjl also participated 

says: that Conference urged the ·Great Powers to sign without 

further delaY a treaty for general and complete disarmement in 

order to save mankind from the scour age of war and to release 

energy and the resources now being spent on armaments to be 

used for peaceful economic and social development of all mankind. 

The participating also considered: 

{a) The non-aligned nations should be represented at 

all further world :e.onferences on disarmement. 

2. The Conference of Heads of States or Governments of 
Non-aligned Countries, Belgrade, 1961. 
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(b) All discussions on dis?..rmament should be held 
.. .. .. 

under the auspices of the United Nations. 

(c) General and complete disarmament should be 

guaranteed by an effective system of inspection and control, 

the terms v:hich should include members of non-a~i.gned 

nations. 

About liquidation of colonialism and self

determination, the Prime l,1inister Daoud though expressed 

full support of the Afghan people tov:ards the Algerian 

freedom fi.ghters, yet he did not mention self-determination 

for the people of Pashtunistan at that conference to which 

he earlier, claimed to be a great supporter of their cause. 

About the world peace and security he said:, 

The Afghan Government believes that foreign 
military bases are, in general, a threat to 
peace of the v:orld. Especially so are those 
bases which have been forced on the soil of 
peoples against their wishes. For this reason 
we announced at the outset, our.full support 
of the Government of Tunisia in the question of 
the evacuation of the French .naval and air base 
at Bizerta. We hope that this evacuation so 
desired by the people of Tunisia, will be soon 
effected. 

Events in Angola, likewi~e, have aroused the 
anxieties of the people of the world. It is 
the basic desire of all freedom-loving nations 
that colonialism in Angola and other territories 
under domination which are struggling for 
independence be terminated. I wish to express 
our full support for the freedom fighters of 
Angola. 3 

______________ .... ____ _ 
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In general debate Mr. Daoud stated: 

"Although the term ''non-alignment•• has been used 
to describe the policy of each member of this Conference 
i ~,must be noted that Afghanistan •s policy of neutrality 
far antedates the events which have given rise to 
the t ~?rm "non-alignment". Afghanist ~ has tradi
tionally followed a policy of impartial judgement 
through many years, and has never deviated from this 
course, even during the world wars. The establisl:ment 
and mainten~ce of friendly relations with all peoples 
and nations and promotion of international cooperation 

·are important factors in Afghanistan's traditional 
political behaviour. u 4 

The Government of Afghanistan was of the opinion that 

the assembling should be solely aimed at the exchange of 

views on the consolid~ttion and co-ordinatipn of efforts on 

major world problems. Among the b~ic problems connected 

with the maintenance of peace, there were three matters 

which demanded immediate attention. One was the question of 

Germ~y, the other disarmament and third, the elimination of 

colonialism in all its forms. 

The Afghan Government believed that foreign military 

bases are, in general, a threat to the peace of the world. 

Especially so are those bases which have been forced on the 

soil of peoples aga;Lnst their wishes. Da.oud expressed deep 
/ 

4. The Conference of Heads of States and Government 
of Non-aligned Countries (Publicistriko Isdocki 
Zovad Belgrade, Kuez Michailona 6, 196)·. 
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concern at colonialist machinations in different parts of the 

world. 

"Events in Angola, likewise, have aroused the anxieties 

of the peoples of the world. It is the basic desire of all 

freedom-loving nations that colonialism in Angola and other 

territories under domination which are struggling for inde

pendence be terminated. I wish to express our fUll support 
5 

for the freedom-fighters of Angdl a. •• 

Mr. Daoud, also stressed for the self-determination of 

l? alestinian people, which forcefully driven away from their 
6 

motherland. 

Non-aJigned Con{e~ence Cairo 
(o cto~Q.:!Q, 1964) . - -

!l!he second Sumrni t Conference of Non-aligned countries w~ 

held in Cairo, the ca,pi tal of the United Arab Republic. 

Forty-seven countries participated as full members in the work 

of the Conference, while ten countries attended the Conference, 

as observers. Forty-seven full members were as followss 

5. Non-aligned Conference, Belgrade (ibid.), p. 84. 

6. Non-aligned Conference, Belgrade· (ibid.), p. 84. 
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1. Afghanistan 25. Lebanon 

2. A.lgeria 26. Liberia 

3. Angola 27. Libya. 

4. Burma 28. Malawi 

5. Burandi 29. Mali. 

6. Carnb:>dia 30. Mauritania 

7. Comeroon 31. Moracco 

a. Central Africa 32. Nepal 

Republic ·33. Nigeria 

9. Ceylon 34. Saudi Arabia 

LO •. Chad 35. Senegal 

11. Congo (Brazaville) 36. Sierra Leone 

12. Cuba 37. Somalia 

13. Cyprus 38. Sudan 

14. Iahomy 39. Syria 

15. Ethopia 40 Tanganika 

16. Chad 41. Togo 

17. Guinea 42. Tunisia. 

18. In die. 43. Uganda 

19. Indonesia 44. U.A.R. 

20. Iraq 45. Yemen· 

21. Jordan 46. Yugoslavia 

22. Kenya 47. Zambia 

23. Kuwait 

24. Laos 
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The Cairo Conference was attended by the following 

ten countries as ob3ervers: 

1. Argentina 6. Jamaica 

2. Ihlivia 7. Mexico 

3. Brazil 8. Trinidad 

4. Chile 9. Uruguay 

5. Finland 10. Venezuela 

At the first meeting of the Conference on October 5, 

the Heads of States or Governmen. ts of non-aligned countries 

approved the following agenda for the conference: 

1. General discussion of the in ternatlonal 

situation. 

2. The safeguarding and strengthening of world peace 
. 

and security, promotion in the settlement of international 

problems of the positive role of new states and of national 

liberation movements. 

a) concreted action for the liberation of the 

countries still dependent; elimination of colonialism, neo

colonialism and imperialism; 

b) respect for the right of peoples to self

determination md condemnation of the use of force against 

the exercise of this right;' 

c) racial discrimination and the policy of 

apartheid; 
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d) peaceful co-existence and codification of its 

princ~les by the United Nations; 

e) respect for th~ sovereignty of states and their 

territorial integrity, problems of divided nations; 

f) settlement of disputes without the threat or use 

of force, in accord-ance with the principles of the United 

Nations Charter; 

g) general and complete disarmament; peaceful use of 

atomic energy; banning of all nuclear weapons tests; establish

ment of nuclear free zones, prevention 'of dissamination of 

nuclear weapons ; 

h) military pact' foreign troops and bases; 

i) the United Nations; its role in international 

affairs, implementation of its resolutions and amendment 

of its charter. 

3. Economic development and co-operation: 

a) effect of disarmament on world economic develop-

ment; 

b) United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-

ment. 

4. Cultural, Scientific and Educational cooperation; 

and consolidation of the international and regional organizations 

working for this purpose. 

7. 

7 
5. Any other subject. 

Conference of Heads of States or Governments of Non
aii~d Countries (iiublication of U .A.R. Government, 
Cairo, 1966) 
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Dr. Mohammad Yousuf, Prime Minister of Afghanistan 

and Head of Afghan delegation, said: uour impartial evalua-. .-
tion of the world situation based on our independent judgement 

in the interest of peace should be accepted as the basis of 
. 8 

the collective pol:tcy of the non-aadgned nations." 

About nuclear weapons Dr. Yousuf view was that 

International Law will play an important role in this 

context. The Atlantic Charter and the principles of the 

United Nations made the allies to agree for world peace. 

Such la\<J is needed for the present day requirements. In the 

General Assembly the group of non-aligned nations welcomed the 
' I 

principles of co-existence. These principles should be better 

understood through codification and its declaration to the 

world in the interest of the humanity. All peoples should 

have the right to choose their own political, economic and 

social systems. They should be avoided being swayed by any 

economic, political and military pressure. 

Speaking about disarmament, Dr. Yousuf of Afghanistan 

thought that the solution will have to be realistic and not only 

idealistic. The demand of non-aligned countries should be pursuaded 
/ 

collectively in the Otf for the establishment of an atom-free. 

·------------------
8 
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world. Foreign mill tary bases should be considered part of the 

main problem. Afghanistan opposed the. foreign. bases in other 

countries. 

Afghanistan has consistently sought to streng~hen the 

United Nations Organization. Dr. Yousuf, Head of the Afghan 

delegation emphasised this concern at the Conference and 

said: 

"Afghanistan being a devoted member of the United 
Nations supports any measure for the streng1;;hening 
of the U.N. here, within the organization and 
elsewhere. Afghanistan also supports the 
principle of.universality of membership in 
the united Nations. The legitimate Government 
of People• s Republic of China will be given full 
membership in the United .Nations. 9 

Third Conference of Heads of states or Governments 

of the following non-aligned countries was held in Lusaka 

(Zambia) in September 1970. The fo 1lo\ving countries were 
' 

present: 

1. Afghanistan 6. Central African Republic 

2. Algeria 7. Ceylon 

3. Botswana 8. Chad 

4. Barundi 9. People• s Republic of Congo 

5. Cameroon 10. Democratic Republic of Congo 
___________ .... ______ _...._ 

9 Ibid., p. 71. 
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11. Cllba 26. Lebanon 

12. CyprllS Zl. Lasotho 

13. Equatorial Guinea 28. Liberia 

14. Ethiopia 29. Libya 

15. Ghana 30. Malaysia 

16. Gllinea 31. ~ali 

17. Guayana 32. Mauritania 

lB. India 33. Morocco 

19. Indonesia 34. Nepal 

20. Iraq 35. Nigeria 

21. Jamaica 36. Rwanda 

22. Jordan 37. Senegal 

23. Kenya 38. Siera Leone 

24. Kuwait 39. Singapore 

25. Laos 

The following countries attended as observers: 

1. Argentina 7. Provincial Revolutionar~ 
Government of South Vie nam 

2. Ba.rborose s. Peru 

3. Bolivia 9. Uruguay 

4. Brazil 10. Venezuela . 
5. Chile 11. Secretary General of 

6. Ecuador O.A;U. 
10 

--------------... --------------
10 Third Conference of Non-a~~ned Countries;rs;ytember 8-10 

I_9ZQ-~ew-oe!nff-Mfnfitry-o -~x~ernai-Arf rs ;-------~--' 
(" -'-
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The following .agenda proposed by Minister of Foreign 

Affairs was adopted by the Conference on the first daY: 

I. General discussion of the international situation 

II. The safeguarding and strengthening of world peace 

and security in the changing world situation: 

a) Role of non-alignment 

b) Strengthening of the United Nations 

c) Question concerning disarmament 

d) Military pacts, foreign troops and bases. 

III. The safeguarding and strengthening of national 

independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity 

and equality among states and non-interference in 

in tern al affairs of states: 

a) Action for the liberation of countries under 

colonial d.omination and support of liberation 

movement; 

b) Eradication of all forms .:of social discrimination 

and apartheid;. 

c) Neo-colonialism; 

d) Safeguarding and strengthening of independence of 

non-aligned countries. 

IV. Economic development and economic self-reliance: 
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a) Bilateral, regional and interl"'regional 
' 

co-operation among non-aligned and developing 

countries; 

b) Policies regarding trade aid; 

c) i;)econd United Nations Development Decade. 

v. Strengthening of co-operation among non-aligned 

countries. 

VI. Any other subject. 

In the third conference of non-aligned nations, Head of 

Afghan Delegation was Prime Minister Noor Ahmad Etamadi. 

He emphasized in general debate several issues of particular 

Lof interest§Afghanistan namely, United Nations, economic problem 

of the under-developed countries, social discrimination, 

situation of middle east and war in Indo-China. 

The Declaration of Lusaka Conference emphasized trade, co

operation and development. They pointed out.exchange of 

information rega~ding products, providing adequate access to 

products of export interests, long term purchase of raw-material 

for industries. Payment arrangement to support expansion of 

trade, facilities for overland transit, and development of 

tourism. 

Etamadi showed concern over the continued existence 
that the 

of colonia.l and racial regimes in A.fric8.. He said/continuation 
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of the regimes and the injustice so inhumanly exercised against 

the all oppressed people of this great continent emanates 

from a complete denial of human rights, and even threatens 

the independence of many African countries. He added: 11In 

the name of the people, I render all the support and backing 

due to these freedom fighters who seek to obtain their human 

and historical right in their homelands. u 11 

The Afghan representative ·to the Lusaka Conference 

noted the changes in international situation since ·Belgrade 

conference. He, however, ret terated the relevance of non-

alignment. He said: 

the principles underlying our movement remain 
valid despite the changes in the immediate 
circumstances which gave it birth. In the 
name of my people·, I render all the support 
and backing due to these freedom fighters who 
seek to obtain their human and htstorical 
rights in their own homelands. lla 

The Head of Afghan delegation reaffirmed the Afghan 

suppor,t for the Palestinian and stated: 

No solution of the Middle East Crisis can be 
considered as being based on justice and 
legality unless. the complete restoration of 
the Arab .Palestinian peoples• rights is con
sidered as indispensable. It is the right of 
the people of Palestine to achieve this peace 
and justice to support them. 1lb 

_____ ...,.. _______ _ 
11 ~!~~_§~~U' Publication of Government of Zambia, 1970. 

lla Ibid. 

llb Ibid. 
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He also highlighted the relations between international political 

stabi li.ty and economic justj~ce thus: 

Peace and polj.tical stabil.tty in the worlrl 
depend to a considerable extent on the economic 
development of developing countries. The 
widening gap between the economically advanced 
countries and the Third World continues to be 
a source of profound concern. 

We are, therefore, determined to exert increasir~ly 
~ffective efforts within the framework of the 77 
developing countries, to intensify the role of 
these nations for the implementation of structural 
changes in the world's economy, and for the 
establishment of en international co-operation 
gradually allovJing such a course of events to 
change its direction in favour of all countries 
of the world, including the less developed 
ones. 12 

The fourth conference of Heads of States or 

Governments of Non-aligned countries was held in Algiers in 

1973. This conferenc~ was attended by 75 countries as full 

members, 16 liberation movements and 4 international organizations 

as observers, and 3 countries as guests: 

The following countries were present as full members: 

1. Afghanistan ~- Bhutan 

2. Algeria 7::. Botswana 

3. Argentina 8. Burma 

4. Bangladesh 9. Burundi 

5. Bahrain 10. Cambodia 

----------------
12 Ibid., p. 66. 
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11. Comeraon 37. ~iberia 

12. Central African Republic 38. Libya. 

13. Chad 39. Mad a.g a.skar 

14. Chile 40. .Malaysia 

15. Congo 41. Malta 

16. Cuba 42. Mauritania 

17. Cyprus 43. Mali 

18. Da.komy 44. Mari tius 

19. Egypt 45. Moracco 

20. Equatorial Guinea 46. Nepal 

21. Ethopia 47. Niger 

22. Garon 48. Nigeria 

23. Gambia 49. Oman 

24. Ghana so. :Peru 

25. Guinea 51. Qatar 

26. Gua:vana 52. Rwanda 

27. India 53. S a.udi A. r abia 

28. Indonesia 54. Senegal 

29. Iraq 55. Sierra Leone 
•. 

30. I vary Coast 56. Singapore 

31. Jamica 57. So mania 

32. Jordan 58. South Vietnam 

33. Kenya 59. Sri Lanka 

341. Laos 60. Sudan 

35. Lebanon 61. Swa.zil and 

36~ Lasa.tho 62. Syria 
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63. Tanzania 69. Upper Volta 

64. Togo 70. Yemen I.A.R. 

65. Trinidad and Tobago 71. Yemen 0? .D.R.) 

66. Tunisia 72. Yugoslavia· 

67. Uganda 73. Zairo 

68. United Arab Elnarater 74. Zambia 

The Conference thus adopted the following agenda: 

1 • Opening of the Conference; 

2. Election of Official Organ; 

3. ·Adoption of Agenda; 

4. Report of the Chairman of the Third Conference; 

5. Recommendation of the Meeting of Ministers of 

Foreign Affairs. 

6. Organization of Work. 

7. General Assessment of the present situation and the 

role of the non-aligned; 

8. Consideration of the questions and co-ordination of the 

action by the non-aligned countries for strengthening 

world peace and security~ 

9. Consideration of economic and social progress of non

aligned countries; 

10. Me~ures for promoting co-operation and coordination 

among the non-aligned countries inclUding the field 

of education, culture, science, information etc. 
I 
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11. Future meetings of non-aligned countries including 
13: 

the date and site of tbe next Conference. 

The Head oft he Afghan delegation in this conference w~ 

Ambassador Abdul Rabman £ aZmak, and was designated the .?ersonal 

Representative of General Mohammad J)a.oud, Head of State and 

J? rime Minister of Afghanistan. 

The final declaration of the fourth non-aligned 

conference preferred to designs of the great majority of 

advanced countries to perpetuate the present order to their own 

advaP.tage. Hence the failure of first decade, the unsatis

fa.ctory implementation of the recommend-ations of the third 

UNCTAD, and the disappointing results of the first these years 

of this decade have jeopardise achievement of the goal of the 

international strategy of development. 

Far reaching changes had taken place in the sphere of 
the 

Afghanistan's domes tic po 1 i tics immediately proceeding/ convention 
I 

of the Algiers Conference. On the 17th of July 1973, a great 

fUndamental institutional change took place in Afghanistan 

Monarchy was aoolished and a Republic proclaimed. The objectives 

of the newly created Republic, supported by the genuine aspirations 

and democratic tradi tiona of the Afghan people, were declared 

1$.. Yugoslav Survey,. vol.xiv, no.4, 1973. 
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to be the promotion of material and spiritual development of 

its people and creation of a new society founded on justice 

and equality for all citizens without any discr:T.mination 

whatsoever. It is to -·allow all Afghans to participate, fully 

and responsibly, in the affairs of their country, and to 

curb the forces that have hitherto hampered the realization 

:>f these aspirations. The Republic aimed at establishing a 

trustworthy security within the country that would permit 

sound and positive economic, social and cultural reforms, and 

pave the way to true political, economic and cultural 

advancement. 

The new regime, however, made it clear that there 

would be no significant sh:T.ft in Afghanistan• s foreign policy 

stance: 

In the field of foreign affairs, the Republic 
shall adhere to the principles and purposes 
of the United Nations• Charter, and shall 
continue to lend its Wlfailing support to those 
principles and objectives. It shall pursue its 
policy of political, economic and cultural co
operation with all peace~loving countries, 
particularly the Third World, and shall remain 
staunchly attached to tne policy of non
alignment and non-part:i.cipation in military 
blocs. This policy stems from the aspirations 
of the Afghan people for the independent and 
objective judgment of all international issues 
and for the promotion and development of 
conditions for peace in the international 
arena. 12.1: 

_____ ... ________ _ 
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However, the new reg:!.me seemed far more drter

mined to pursue Afghanistan• s national interest. An 

attempt was made to utilize the Non-aligned forum for this 

purpose. The head of Afghan delegation stated: 

We regret, however, that there is only one 
country, namely Pakistan, with which we have 
not been able to __ solve our political difference. 
The question of Pashtunistan, which has emanated 
from a refusal by Pakistan to recognise the · 
leg:i.timate rights and demands of over seven 
million people separated by a colonial power 
from their fatherland, Afghanistan, still 
remains unsolved. We sl;lall spare no effort 
in seeking and rea]j,zing a solution to this 
question, on the basis of: the will of the 
people and international justice, the interest 
of the small nations and the Third World. No 
detente can result in a just and l~ting peace 
and rellable international security unless it 
encompasses all countries and all regions. 15 

Afghanistan expected the Conference to pay special 

attention to the concern of the small nations in all fields 

of international life. Matters of equal or even of more 

interest to the majority of the nations of the world cannot be 

allowed to be decided upon without the full and equal 

participation of all coWltries. Afghanistan could not be 

expected to endorse any arrangement which would imply that· 
;. 

solutions to world problems lie solely within the grasp of 

stronger powers, and that the formula for such solutions 
(( 

remain their sole monopoly. The democratization of international 

-------~------
15 Ib id. ' pp. 12-13. 
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decisions and actions me essential. If this pre

requisite, which emanates from the fundamental principle. 

of equality of all nations, remains unrealized world peace 

shall remain fragile and precariousn. 16 Afghanistan made 

a forceful plea that the Conference should give its full 

s~pport for the strengthening of the United Nations in the 

achievement of this purpose. 

At the time of the A..lgier.s Conference the situation 

in the Middle East was a great source of concern. The efforts 

of the non-a~tgned countries in the security Council had 

unfortunately been vetoed. The occupation of the Arab lands 

continued. Afghans hoped that the Conference would make a 

special effort for the implementation of Resolution 242 of 

the Security Council and the application of the United 

Nations• Charter. Afghanistan supported the inaiienable 
,/ 

rights of the people of Palestine to their homelands. 

Afghans were greatly concerned about the creeping 

paralysis of unimplemented resolutions - not only resolutions 

of the General Assembly and its many organs, but more signi

ficantlY, the mandatory resolutions of the Security Co unci 1 -

not only with respect to the Middle East, but also in vital 

decisions taken on Rhodesia, the Portuguese colonies, and the 

situation in South Africa. It was a situation which threatened 

to undermine the whole fabric of international law and 

international morality. Far more corrosive than the absence 

of law is indifference, disrespect and the violation of 

----- ------
16 Ibid., p. 13. 
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laws to which statesmen and governoent are committed. 

Afghanistan made it clear that it had no desire 

but to observe the conditions of peace and the promotion of 

international relations in the entire world, including in 

the region to wh:t ch it be longs. The disturbance of peace 

in one particular part of the world could not remain isolated 

and effected international peace and security throughout the 

world. On this basis, Afghanistan deemed it necessary to 

bring to·· the attention of the Conference the possibilities of 

such events taking place in the vicinity of its country as 

a result of the disturbance of the balance of power through 

armaments and political arrangements. 

The Head of the Afghan delegation once again 

shrewdly linked these general observations to Atghanistan•s 

more immediate concerns: 

One of the political measure is the attitude 
recently adopted by the Government of Pakistan 
against the leaders of the National Aw.ami Party. 

The distinguished Heads of State present in 
this historical meeting are aware that the 
Govern~ent of Pakistan has recently arrested 
a number of the Baluch and Pushtoon national 
leaders and exerts political pressure against 
others. The provocative gesture on the part 
of the Government of Pakistan against the 
Pushtoon and Balluch leaders is a further 
measure taken towards suffocating the 
aspirations and wishes of the people of 
Pushtoonistan. 

The people of Afghanistan, who have deep histo
rical cultural and ethical ties with their 
brother Pushtoons and Baluchs and therefore 
cannot remain indifferent to this action 
taken by the Government of Pakistan express ' 
deep concern. 



We hope that these political measures of 
Pakistan do not expand and cause further 
deterioration of the situations in the 
region. 17 
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The Afghan Government fully supported the struggle 

of the Liberation Movements in the Portuguese territories, and 

indeed in all Southern Africa and condemned the massacre 
' 

carried out by the Portuguese military personnel in 

Mozambique. 

of apartheid. 

It strongly condemned Sluth Africa for its policy 

Before cond luding, the Afghan de legate referred to 

the urgent need for co-operation regarding economic matters 

among the non- aligned nations. Elaborating his statement, he 

stated: 

Without such co-operation it seems to us that 
much has to be done for the elimination of 
possible sources of friction between the 
various continents of the Group of ?.·7, and 
the implementation of special measures in 
favour of the least deve JDped and the 
developing land-locked countries. lB 

5 Non·-A~nment Conference of Colombo · r~~L.J§:~~:J-mr--~-------~ 
The fifth Conference of Heads of state or Government 

of Non-aligned countries was held in Colombo, capital of Sri 
_____ w _______ _ 

17. Ibid.' p. 16. 

lB Ibid.' p. lB. 



Lanka in 19'76. The fo 1lowing countries participated as 

members in the Conference: 

1. Afghanistan 21. Equatorial Guiana 

2. Algeria 22. Ethiopia 

3. Angola 23. Gabon 

4. Argentina 24. Cambodia 

5. Bahrain 25. Ghana 

6. Bangladesh 26. Guinea 

7. Benin··:~ 27. Guinea-Bissau 

8. Bhutan 28. Guyana 

9. Botswana 29. India 

10 Burma 30. Indonesia 

11 Barundi 31. Iraq 

12 Cameroon 32. Ivory Coast 

13 Capverde 33. Jamaica 

14 Central AfricanRepublic 34. Jordan 

15 Chad 35. Kenya 

16 Comoros 36. Korea (PDR) 
..,. ~ .. ..-

17 Cuba 37. Kuwait 

18 Cyprus '\ 38. Laos (PDR) 
... 1 

19 Democratic Kampuc'hsa 39. Lebanon 

20.Egypt 40. Lesotho 
• 

contd •••• 

/ 
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41. Liberia 63. Senegal 

42. Libya 64. Seychellas 

43. Madagascar 65. Sierra Leone 

44. Malagasy 66. Singapore 

45. Mali fR. Somalia 

46. 1-ialta 68. Sri Lanka 

47. ·Mauritania 69. sudan 

48. l.fauri tious 70. swaziland 

49. Morocco 71. Syria 

50. Mazambique 72. Tanzania 

51. Nepal 73. Togo 

52. Niger 74. Trinidad and Tobago 

53. Nigeria 75. Tunisia 

54. Oman 76. Uganda 

55. Palestine Liberation 77. United Arab Emirates 
. Organization 

56. Panama 78. Upper Volta 

57. Peru 79. Vietnam 

58. Qatar so. Yemen Arab Republic 

59. Maldifves .l 81. Yemen Peo p le• s Democratic 
Republic 

60. Rwanda 82. Yugoslavia 

61. Democratic Republic of 83. Zaire 
Sao Tome & Pri.nciple 

62. Saudi Arabia 84. Zambia 



The Conference then_ adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the Conference. 

2. Election of the Conference Officers. 

3. Application for participation in the capacity of members, 

observers and guests. 

4. Adoption of the Agenda • 

. 5. Report of the Chairman of the fourth non-aligned 

Conference. 

6. Recommendations of the meeting of Ministers for Foreign 

Affairs in Colombo. 

7. Organization of the work of the Conference. 

8. General Review and ,Assessment of- international political 

situation. 

9. Review and appraisal of International Economic situation. 

10. survey and evaluation of measures to strengthen economic 

solidarity and co-operation among non-aligned and other 

developing countries. 

11. strategy for the strengthening of peace and international 

security. 

12. Measures for the promotion G>f' co-operation and co-ordination 

among non-aligned countries. 

13. strengthening of non-alignment and joint action of non-
19 aligned countries in international relations. 

-------nnw ._ _ _... 



14• Future gathering of non-aligned countries. 

15. M~ellaneous. 
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Before joining the Colombo Summit, enroute to Sri 

Lanka, President Daoud stopped in Delhi Airport. During an 

interview in New Delhi President Daoud said: 

The Republic of Afghanistan has expllci tly, 
clearly and consistently respected the 
principles of non-alignment and will always 
follow these principles. \'/e. are against any 
motive which will weaken the principles or 
ignore them, the basic philosophy of non
alignment will itself weaken and our opinion 
of non-alignment will be one thing, and non
alignment another thing. 20 

The President and Prime Minister added: n The 
•·, 

non-alignment movement will have better meaning when its 

principles are adhered to and put into practice and Afghanistan 

has alwaYs firmly adhered to the principle of this 
21 

movement. u Perhaps such a reaffirmation of Afghanistan• s 
., 

commitment to non-alignment was called for as the Colombo 

Conference was convened under condtti.ons and circumstances 

of important changes occurring in world situation, with the 

'iorld on the threshold of sti.ll further changes. NaturallY 

the conference was concerned with future role that these 

countries ought to play. A majority of the participants felt 

I 

~--~~-------------
20 ~§1?.~fi~, Vol. XV, No. 22, Augllst 15, 1976. 

21 Ibid. 
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that the non-aligned movement cap, and ought to suit itself 

to new conditions. 

The flexibility and freedom of individual member

countries could riot be allowed to go as far as to change the 

concept of non-aLignment into a shapeless conception. The 

definitive framework of the criteria of non-alignment 

evolved years before in Belgrade, and these criteria, despite 

the changes in the political complexions of the world, 

remain valid, and they are sti 11 essential. Daoud felt that 

it was the responsibility of the non-aligned countries to 

ensure that these criteria remain intact. He made it clear 

that when one thi.nks of tee basic principles of nonalignment, 

and loyalty to them, concurrence of views only on criteria of 

military non-al:i.gnment, is not sufficient for defence of non

alignment. In agreements among the non-aligned countries 

themselves, consideration of universal interests· is important, 

and also, if the developed countries treat one or some of the 

non-aligned countries in a way which would be discriminatory 

to the spirit of non-alignment, surrencer of the non-aligned 

countries to this must be recognised as defying the principle 

of. non-alignment. 

Afghans real:tzed, with others, that while classic 

colon:talism has not been totally eliminated, yet, the roots 

of neo-colonialism are becoming stronger. The will of 

exploitation, in greater number of manifestations, is 

dominant on a.ll continents formerly under colonial dominance. 
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\ 

Economic and social imbalance is iricreas:i.ngly forced on 

peoples· and nations. All these are to tbe detr1.ment of 

world peace and security. 
-

The political freedoms that have been attained in 
r. 

Asia, Afri?a and Latin AfnericaFe doomed by injustice, and 

economic inequity. Fighting this injustice is often far 

more difficult than battling class5.c colonial1sm. 

Daoud ca.ll.tioned the assembly not to exaggerate 

the importance of the detente between super powers. 

I 

Of late -we hear of detente. We have to SaY 
it is good. But we cannot ig~re the fact 
that a detente resulting from respect to the 
principle of co-existence differs from a 
detente brought about by fear. What is more 
:tmportant i.s that detente must b~ universal. 
What-can be the most important factor of world 
peace and security is world-wide co-existence 
which can emanate from a spirit of sincere co
operation for the balanced improvements for 
human race in all parts of the world in the 
interest of permanent world peace .and securi·ty. 22 

Tbe threats to world peace had not eeen eliminated. 

The situation in the Middle East and the racist poll.cies 

in Africa. were causing concern. Not only the expansiqnist 

policy of Israel, occupation of Arab territories, and non

recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians, 

but the po 1.1 cy of apartheid in South Africa and. the oppressive 

-----------
22 U'2.!!l..!1~~ vo 1. XV, no. 23, August 16, 1976. 

' 
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minority government in Rhodesia and usurpation of the rights 

of Nambia continued. The Afghan delegation took a determined 

stand on these issues. As Daoud said at the Conference: 

Compromise is one of the accepted principles of 
·diplomacy, but is. not acceptable in all i.nstances. 
How can one compromise with aggression and 
annexation of the soil of a country, racism, 
Zionism, Fae!sm or any other policy contrary 
to individual rights of people and nations. 

On the other hand, Afghanistan believes that 
it is not i.n the interest of the third world 
to politicise each and every issue. This 
observation relates more to the economic 
area, and points at our relations with the 
developed world. 23 

Another preoccupation of the participants at 

the Colombo Conference was with economic justice. In this 

context Afghanistan made a plea for realism: 

The establishment of the new world economic 
order is a must, and the difficulties in 
this context must be solved through under
standing so that they bear practical results. 
Before this new order is installed world
wide, and the two other worlds reach an 
agreement with the ~bird world, in a way 
that would entai 1 universal inte!'ests, it 
is essential that the group of non-aligned 
countries lay its foundation among themselves 
as the framework of co-operation between the 
countries of third world. 

First we must move our policies from sentiments 
to reali.ty. Secondly what are merely accords 
on paper will have no practical value in our own 

---~.....__ ..... ___ __ 
23 Ibid. 



inter-relationships or in our relations with 
other countries of the world •••• 24 
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From this the Afghan delegate adroitly led to a 

problem of especial interest to his country: 

"In conclusion I wish to draw the attention 
of the conference to a subject which is of 
vital importance to the land-locked countries. 
These countries by force of nature, or as a 
result of co lonial:tsm are deprived of the 
advantages of access to sea. Colonialism 
not only undermined their development while 
it was in power, but after elimination of 
co lo ni ali sm they are left in a po si tio n that 
deter their development, and unless it 1.s 
tended to, it will remain as an obstacle. The 
land-locked countries at times are subjected 
to economic pressures which culminate in 
economic blockades. 

The littoral non-aligned countries must commit 
themselves to support the stand of the non
aligned countries in this conference, and 
other international conferences. We expect 
this conference to make firm official 
recommendations on this subject to· :'the next 
session of the united Nations General Assembly 
and other international gatherings and 
effectively co-operate and collaborate with 
the land-locked countries for their application 
in various gatherings. The new world order 
cannot be construed as complete without due 
attention to this subject •. 25 

To conclude, Afghanistan was aware that there 

were povJers in the world that did not find the wishes of the 

greater part of humanity compatible with their own interests 

and bence they tried to undermin~its unity. This was a 

danger threatening all developing countries. 

---------- ---
24 Ibid. 

25 Ibid. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 

Altho ugh the term · 1'Non- alignment" has been used to 
., 

describe the policy of each member of th:es:l ConferencES, it must 

be noted that Afghanistan• s policy of neutrality far ante

dates the events which have given rise to the term "non-
··•,. 

alignment". Afghanistan has traditionally fo llDwed a policy 
. ·-

of impartial judgment through many years, and has never 

deviated from this course, even during the world wars. The 

establishment and maintenance of friendly relations with all 

peoples and nations and promotion of international co-operation 

are important factors in Afghanistan poll tical behaviour. 

The years fo ll.Dwing the Second World War were full of 

tensions and turmoil. Repeated poiitical'crises had caused 

erosion of confidence among nations. Mutual understanding among 

peoples had become difficult and peaceful co-existence became 

unattainable. On the other band, military factors including 

armament race and military pacts, bad created a danger, which 

threaten the security of entire world. The situation has been 
. 

further aggravated by economic complexities. Due to many factors, 

particularly those resulting from the ascendance of colonialism 

in large part of world population, it is today suffering 

from a low standard of living, and in some cases is denied the 

human dignity that is every man•s right. Various international 
~ 

crises, have imposed unfavourable conditions on the develDp~ 
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countries and thus have made impossible the full reali~ation 

of their potential. 

The legacy of its own neutralist past as well as its 

vital concern with international political developments that 
' 

have a beal'ing on the destiny of emerging nation in the post 

colonial era have influences i.s participation in Non-aligned 

Conferences. 

At Belgrade in 1961 the basic problem discussed was the 

maintenance and safeguarding of world peace. In this context 

Afghanistan thought, immediate attention should. be paid to the 

questions o.f Germany, disarmament and elimination of colonialism 

in all its forms. These pro bl.ems should. be solved tor the safe-
ing 

guard/of the world peace and security. 

Afghanistan supported the legitim ate rights a.:e the 

rightful people who have been deprived of their teeedom, and 

must be one of the principal goals of the dissolution of 

colonialism in all its forms. Colonialism in the past and 

at the present time has established artificial frontiers, 

which violate the rights of peoples with aiming 1n perpetuate 

imperialistic interests in what ever form possible. Imperialism 

and its remains should be dissolved in such a way that they 

would not possibly cre 8.:te an-other nucleus of trouble for mankind. 

At the second, summit conference of non-alignment in Cairo, 
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Afghanistan adherence to the policy of non-alignment declared 

as the first conference was continued and elaoorated. 

The growing solidarity of the members of t:te 

first Non-aligned Conference at this stage w~ greater th~ 

their determinations to continue their efforts for the fUlfil

ment of these purposes. Therefore, it was more essential than 

ever for the Conference to concentrate on its objectives 

with a full sense of responsibilities and more consciousness. 

Afghanistan impartial evaluation of the world situation 

based on its independent judgement .in the interest .of peace 

should be accepted as the basis of the collective policy of 

non-aligned nations. 

At CairG, Afghanistan warmly reaffirmed its belief in 

the principles of peacefUl co-existence. It held that it was 

proper t~ concentrate on a clearer understanding of these 

principles through codification and declaration to the world 

in the inter est of humanity. These included: mutual respect for 

all; upholding the right of all peoples to choose their non

political, economic and social systems; respect for undeniable 

inherent right of all peoples to self-determination, refraining 

from any policy.of political, military and economic pressure 

in any form and seeking solutions of all disputes by peacefUl 

negotiations without using force or threat of force. 
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A oout disarmament, Afghanistan did not mean 

to atop at general and complete disarmament; it should also 

be universal. The solution to be sought must be practical 

and realistic. But if disarmament itself is not unrealistic 

and impractical, no positive me~ure should be considered by 

the Great Powers to be idealistic or unrealistic. The 

Non-aligned countries should make contribution in this 

respect. 

The Third Conference of Heads of State or governments of 

Non-aligned countries was held 1n Lusaka in 1970. There WafJ 

no change in Afgh!:Jl diplomacy. The Afghan delegation showed 

concern alx>ut racist regimes in Africa and injustices which 

were so inhumanly perpetrated against the oppressed people df 

that continent. The prolongation of Middle East crisis, 

resulting from the usurpation of the Arab Palestinian peoples• 

homeland, seemed "Q) be a direct threat to world peace and caused 

concern. The war in Indo~~a continued to be a cause ibr 

prof'omd concern to all the peoples in -the world. Once again, 

Afghans made a forceful plea for the support to the United Nations 

as it was a unique instrument of international co-operation as 

well as a major factor in accelerating the emancipation move

ments in the world. 

About peace and political stability in the world, 

Afghanistan believed that it depends to a consideraDle extent 



on the economic development of the developing countries. The 

widening gap between the economically advanced countries and 
! 

the third vJorld continued to be a source of profound concern. 

The economic growth of developing countries requires that their 

entire human and material resources be mobilised in the right 

direction and that their efforts be further strengthened by 

developed countries and by appropriate international organiza

tions in the form of financi.al contributions and assistance 

without political consideration of any form. 

However, it would be incorrect to conclude that Afghan 

diplomacy in the Non-aligned Conference was confined to these 
• 

topic~ of general interest. Afghan diplomats have shown them

selves capable of utilising these forums to further their 

\-V? countrY's national 5.nterest and project before the world as large 

, its particular concerns whenever circumstances have necessitated 

this. 
the 

During/summit conference in Algiers, Afghanistan for 
\ 

the first time mentioned its political differences with Pakistan 

over the problem of Pashttmistan. The question of Pashtunistan, 

vJhich has emanated from a refusal by Pakistan to recognize the 

legitimate rights and demands of over seven million people of 

separated by a colonial power from their fatherland, Afghani. stan, 

remained unsolved. Afghan:tstan made it clear that it shall 

spare no efforts in seeking and realizing a solution to this 

question on the basis of tbe wi 11 of ·the people and international 

justice. 
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Afghans reiterated their solidarity with people 

struggling agai.nst oppression. The situation in the Middle 

East was a great source of concern. The efforts of non

aligned countries in the Security Council have, unfortunately, 

been vetoed. The occupation of Arab lands continues. Although 

Afghanistan is not an Arab country, being a part of the Midd 1a 

East, it has given strong expression over any rtntoward 

development in this part of the world. Afghanistan declared 

itself against acquisition of territories. 

The Afghanistan delegation supported the convening of 

a world disarmament conference. It held that while nuclear 

weapons are dangerous, the threat of conventional weapons to the · 

security of small, non-nuclear states is very real and should be 

viewed with the utmost attention. 

The Afghan Government also supported the struggle of 

Liberation Movements in the Portuguese territories, and indeed 

in all Southern Africa. 

In the most recent summit conference of Non-alignment in 

Colombo, Afghanistan continued to follow its traditional policy 

and no change in its pol1.tical behaviour is discernable. 

Afghanistan, however, negotiated the point that the flexibility 

and freedom of individual member countries must not go as far 

as to change the concept of non-alignment which was laid in 1961 

in Belgrade Conference. These criteria of non-alignment remain 



61 

valid despite the changes in the political complexions-of 

the world, and they are still essential. It depends upon 

non-aligned countries to ensure that these criteria remain 

in tact. 

At Colomb>, Afghanistan once again sought to strile a 

balance between general universal pro bl~ms and its own more 

immediate national interest concerns. The Afghan delega:tion 

displaYed considerable sophistication in linking the two in 

its presentation. The Afghans concurred with other Pal"ticipants 

that while classic colonialism has not been totally eliminated, 

yet, the roots of neo-colonialism are becoming stronger. The 

will of exploitation in grea.ter number of manifestations, is 

dominant on all continents. Economic and social imbalance 

is increasingly forced on peoples and nations. All these 

are contrary to the detriment of world peace and security• 

The poli tice_l freedoms that have been attained in Asia., Africa 91tdl 

Latin America are doomed b,y- injustice, and economic inequity. 

Then, the Afghans proceeded to illustrate the hand~caps 

by a st:riking example which is of vital interest to them. 

Landlocked countries b,y their geographic~! location or as a 

result of colonialism are deprived of the advantages of access 

to sea. The landlocked countries at times are subjected to 

economic pressures which culminate.~: in economic blockades. 

The littoral non-aligned countries must commit themselves 
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to support the stand of the non-aligned co1mtries in this 

Conference. 

From Belgrade to Celom ll), the Afghan diplomacy at the 
' 

Non-aligned Conferences shows this remarkable trait of drawing 

upon its historical experience of neutrality to respond 1n 

swiftly unfolding contemporary political challenges. The 

Afghans have been consistent' in the expression of their 

solidarity with other third world participants struggling to 

attain political independence and socio-economic justice. 

This has been d.one without compromising Afgh~istan•s national 

interest. The achievement should be considered creditworthy. 
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APPENDIX I 

TEXT OF SPEECH OF SARDAR MOH~iAD DAOUD KHAN, PlUME 
MINisTER OF AFGHANISTAN IN FIRST NON~AtiGNED CON
FERENCE AT BELGRADE 1961* 

G7 

It is a great pleasure for me to take part in this 

important gathering. 

I would like, f 1r st, to extend my thanks to the people 

and Government of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia,, 

and their great leader; Marshal Josip Broz Tito, for the warm 

reception which they have accorded to us. 

T.his Conference has two pl'incipal features: first, that 

it is ·tak:fng place at an important and critical time, in world 

a.f'fairs, and second that the r.1ember-Nations are all non-aligned 

and peace-loving countries, unhappily confronted with inter

national crises resulting from the division of the world into 

hostile camps. 

I am confident that it is the desire for peace and 

service to mank:ind that bas brought these distinguished persona

liti.es together at such a critical period in international 

relations. 

Although the term "non-alignment" has been used to 
- ·-

describe the policy of each member of this Conference, it must 

be noted that .Afghanistan• s policy of neutrality far antedates 

the events which have given rise to the term ''non-alignment". 
- ~ 

Afghanistan has tradition ally followed a policy of impartial 

judgment through many years, and has ~ever deviated from this _________ ....._. 

• Or 1g inal speech :f.n French. 
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course, even during the world wars. The establishment and 

ma:fntenance of friendly relations with all Peoples and 

Nations, and promotion of international co-operation are 

important factors in our traditional po l:ttical behaviour. 

AJ3 a member of the United Nations Organization, 

Afghanistan has devotedly observed the principles of the United 

Nations Charter and feels aSsured that through sincere and honest 

observance of the principles of the Charter by the members, all 
' 

events contrary to the welfare and prosperity of mank::ina can be 

avoided. Furthermore, Afghanistan has taken part in other 

significant mternational gatherings and has offered its co

operation on numerous occasions. Among these, we participated 

actively ':in the Bandung Conference and still consider the 

Declaration of the Bandung Conference important not only to 

African and Asian countries, but also to the entire world and 

so' mention of that important meet :tng seems pertinent at this 

point. 

Scanning the international horizon, we find that humanity 

is struggling against many odds. Numerous political complications 

have caused lack of confidence among nations. Mutual understanding 

among peoples has become difficult and peaceful co-existence seems 

to have become unattamable. On the other hand, military factors, 

including the armament race and military pacts, have created a 

danger, which threatens the security of the entire world. These 

factors, associated with the prevailing political cris:ts, have 

brought about restlessness and loss of confidence in the future 

of world peace. Another kind of danger \-Jhich has engulfed 

humanity is of an economic nature. Due to many factors, 
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particularly those resultmg from the a.scendance of colonialism 

in the past, a larger part of world population is suffering 

l 

from a 'JDl'J standard of living, and in some cases is denied the 

human dignity that is every man• s right. Particularly, inter

national crises have imposed unfavourable conditions on the 

hi$hly developed countries and thus have made impossible their 

full co-operation for the elimination of the great gap between 

the standard of living of developed and less-developed countries. 

Since such is the situation, the differences 1n standards of 

living are bound tQ :f.nere ase stead ily. 

In such circumstances, we have assembled around this 

table to devote ourselves to those problems whose so lut:lon would 

bring benefit to the \>K)rld as a whole and would make it possible 

for man tG look towards the future with confidence~ 

In the present world conditions, means available to 

certain nathlns for the destruction of civilization or promotion 

of the we:Lfare of mankind, with the results accruing therefrom, 

affect all nations equally. · Therefore, no country, large or 

small, wherever it may be, can remain aloof from :f.nternat io nal 

developments concerning opportunities for the use of tecJ:mo le

gical and scientific knowledge by the Great Powers, whether 

for good or evil purposes. Should these opportunities be 

abused, the fate of all nations is equally involved. In a 

divided world, events must more than ever be the concern of 

neutral countries for the outbreak of trouble and the breach 

of the peace have world implications, and we must not be· 

satisfied to remain as spectators of the action of the Great 



70 

Powers and their resultant effects. In no TRay can actions of 

these Powers be limited to themselves and their regions. Because 

of this fact, the problems are not theirs alone. Other countries 

of the l>~orld, in their efforts to solve these problems, must 

study their stand on world issues most carefully, 5.n order that 

their voices may carry more weight. 'l'he Government of Afghanistan 

is of the opinion that our assembling should be solely aimed at 

the exchange of views on the consolidation and co-ordination 

of efforts on major world preblems. Our principal goal is 

Peace • humanity• s only legitimate and· major goal in these 

times. 

Among the basic problems connected with the maintenance 
. ' 

of Peace, there are three matters which demand immediate attention. 

One is the question of Germany, the other disarmament and thirdly, 

the elimination of colonialism in all its form. These matters 

have directly threatened the Peace. 

The Great Powers• involvement. in the question of 

Germany has created anxiety for all Peoples and Nations interested 

in the safeguardmg of World Peace. 

While there is, no doubt, that the possibility of 

disarmament depends upon the creation of mutual trust among 

the Big Po\'Jers its achievement in any practical form is of 

vital importance to the future of small and large countries 

alike. 

The problem of Germany is basic to the future of World 

Peace and to the implementation of disarmament. Unfortunately, 

the question of Germany has developed in such a way that there is 



71 

scant opportunity for any mutual trust among the Big Powers. 

It is for this reason, among others, that agreement on dis

armament has become more difficult, and fear of destruction 

has loomed larger. 

It is evident that the issue of Germany has not been 

solved :fn the years following the Second World War. It is 

regrettable that various blocs of World Po'wers are msisting 

upon their own approach to this problem. Neutral countries may 

well take the initiative in this matter, seek out possibilities 

for its solution,· offer their co-operation and assistance to the 

Great Powers, and call their attention to the critical nature of 

this world problem. 

The present crisis over the situation in Berlin, which 

has confronted the world with most regrettable concern is, in 

fact, a part of the greater problem of Germany. I have no 

intention to voice any criticism of any of the political stands 

taken by the countries directly concerned with. this question, 

but I think it should be aceeptab le to all that here the worlD 

is faced with a so lid fact pregnant with great anxieties. With 

the cont:fnuation of the prevailing situation, one can hardly 

imagine that the world would be facing a status quo without 

unlimited dangers. 

A qermany divided 1n two parts in such cir~umstances 

creates a zone of friction right in the heart of Europe and 

poiso.ns the atmosphere of :International relations, particularly 

those between the Big Powers. The attachment of these two 

parts to the conflicting military pacts can only add to the 

complications of the German problem. 
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It should be acceptable, in all cases, that Germany 

should not be turned into a starting point for another World 

War. In the same manner, the most natural policy for Germap.y 

should seem to be a policy which could be satisfactory for·all 

parties in the interest of World Peace. 

such situation caimot be allowed to be handled with 

rigid stands based on po ltcies of force and its so lJlt:lon cannot 

be expected except through peaceful negotiations and under

standing between the Great Powers. 

·It 'should be noted that the problem of Germany 1s 

not only a European problem, but one of world importance, which 

bas in turn impeded the solution of other problems. It behoves 

the neutral countries to bend their every effort toward the 

settlement of' this problem. 
\ 

The neutral countries are undoubtedlY in a position 

to exert great moral influence on the Big Powers to respond 

to world public opinion and initiate immediate negotiations and 

contacts in regard to the problem of Germany. It is with this 

in mind that the delegation of Afghanistan proposes that the 

views and aspirations of the neatral countries be clearly 

conveyed to the parties directly responsible. 

It is an indisputable fact that the maintenance of 

peace and :International order cannot be effectively assured 

until a waY is found to solve the problem of disarmament. 

This vital human problem has become so complicated 

that the greater part of the world is unable to a istinguish 

clearly the actual claims of the various sides. It is known 
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that all of the Great Powers 'have expressed their readiness to 

disarm, and that the m8..1ority of Mankind is likewise de·sirous 

of q is armament. It is unfortunate that the solution of this 

problem has been bogged down by technical details and has 

created considerable anxiety among the .peoples of the world. 

If this situation should continue, a shadow will most certainly 

be cast on the future of Mank:f.nd. The neutral countries must 

consider to take a more active attitude and make a more ef'f'ective 

and creative approach to this question and try to find a way 

out of this difficult situation. Exchange of' views and 

adoption of' a reasonable policy by neutral countries should prove 

an effective aid toward the solution of' this problem. 

The neutral countries should consider ways and means to 

participate in negotiations concerning disarmament, with the 
, 

agreement among the Great Powers. Neutral countries elected by 

the United Nations General· Assembly could play an important part 

in the resolution of the disarmament question. 

Whenever a way is found to settle this issue, peaceful 

co-existence can be f'ully realized and its perpetuation can be 

rendered possible. Only through these efforts it will become 

possible for a great part of Mank:tnd, which is at present 

living under deplorable conditions, to take political and economic 
' 

measures to improve its standard of living. Whensoever the 

!'earful burden of armament race, which presses so heavily on 

the economies of large and even those of the small countries in 

this age of military pacts, is lifted from the world, we may 

beg in to properly approach the problem of economic inequalities. 
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Next to the questions of disarmament and ec~momic 

imbalances lies another issue which continues to trouble man

kind, namely, ·colonialism. It is not necessary here to point 

out that the right of Nations to determine their own fate, as 

expressed in the United Nations Charter, the Declaration af 

Human Rights, and the International Covenants on Human Rights 

must be observed. Nor is it deemed necessary here to point out 

to what extent colonialism and its remnants with their various 

manifestations, and racial discrimination stand 1n the way of 

the progress of Mankind in the present day. These facts are 

known to all of us and require no further explanation. Every 

freedom-loving Nation must be devoted to the eradication of 
I 

these evils. It must be noted that although co lonial:f.sm is 

being forced to withdraw, it still seeks through intrigue aJ;td 

deception, to retain its self interests 1n other forms and 

shapes. During the development of colonialism the rights of 

Nations and peoples were usurped. ·Now that eo loniallsm is ending, 

it is of primary importance that the rights of these Nations 

and peoples be restituted. The restitution of the legitimate 

rights to the rightful people who have been deprived of their 

freedom, must be one of the principal goals of the dissolution 

of colonialism 1n all its forms. For example, colonialism in 

the past and at the present time has established artificial 

frontiers, which violate the rights of peoples with aiming to 

perpetuate imperialistic interests 1n whatever form possible. 

In these instances, the wrongs inflicted upon peoples must be 

redressed, and thus colonialism should be dissolved 1n such 
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a WaY that no roem should be left for any cause that would 

Possibly create another nucleus of trouble for 1-!ankind. 

Redemption of the legitimate rights of peoples is .inseparable 

from the recognition of their rights to self-determination. 

When the rights of self-determination is accorded, it must b 

not be regarded as a favour or a gift, but as acl'"..nowledgement 

of a legitimate right. 

In connexion with the liquidation of colonialism and 

for the self-determination of peoples, I am happy to see in 

our midst His Excellency Mr. Ben Khedda the Prime Minister of 

the Provisional Government of Algeria, representing his 

freedom-loving people at this important gathering. From the 
... 

very beginning, and on all international levels, the Government 

and the people of Afghanistan have expressed their full support 

for the fighters for Algerian independence, and have thus 

demonstrated their recognition of the Provisional Government 

of the Repub lie of Algeria as the rightful representative of 

the Algerian people. It is with great pleasure, therefore, . 
that I announce our official recognition of this Government. 

The Government and people of Afghanistan have every hope that 

the freedom of Algeria and its ·territorial integrity will. be 

secured :In the near future. Opposition to independence, full . 
sovereignty and territorial integrity can in no way serve the 

cause of present-day progress and can only be. looked upon 

with regret by the freedom-loving peoples of the wor~. 
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The Afghan Government believes that foreign military 

bases are, in general, a threat to the peace of the world. 

Especially so are those bases which have been forced on the 

soil of peoples against their wishes. l''or this reason we 

announced, at the outset, our full support of the Government of 

Tunisia in the question of the evacuation of the French nava~ 

and air bases at Bizerta. We hope that this evacuation, so 

desired by the people of Tunisia, will be soon effected. 

Events in Angola, likewise, have aroused the anxieties 

of the peoples of the world. It is the basic desire of all 

freedom-loving Nations that eo lonialism in Angola and ·other 

territories under domination which are struggling .for 

independence be terminated. I wish to express our full sapport 

for the freedom-fighters of Angola. 

Ever since the Preparatory Meeting in Cairo, events in 

the Congo have, fortunately, been favourable. We trust the future 

will bring opportunities for the further unification and 

development of this .area. The mutual anderstand ing and co

operation existing among the Congo lese leaders, who· are devoted 

to the true progress of their country, should be considered a 

source of joy to its friends. 

Mr. President, the world is confronted with such 
-

important problems as the issue of Germany, disarmament, economic 

imbalances and inequalities, and colonialism. These problems 

should be solved in the interest of peace. It is only through 

the solution of these problems that Mankind can expect a 
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better world :fn which it sbou:W live. The creativity and 

enterprise of non-aligned countries can greatly affect 

international affairs. 

I wish to state that the Government of Afghanistan 

is participating in this Conference with an open mind, and 

will join in the various· discussions with a spirit of complete 

co-operation. The success of this ~sembly depends above all 

on mutual understanding. I have full confidence that the 

outcdme of this Conference ·can and will serve the cause of 

humanity throughout the world • 

• • • • • • • 
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APPENDIX II 

TEXT OF SPEECH OF DR. MOHAMMAD YOUSSOF, . PRIME MINISTER 
OF ... AFGHANISTAN IN SECOND NON-ALIGNED CO~R'ENCE m 

' CAIRO . 1964 

It is with great pleasure that I attend this gathering 

of countries with whom Afghanistan shares so many common 

aspirations, particularly those directed towards peace, freedom, 

progress and the prosperity of mankind. 
-

It is an additional pleasure that I find myself' :In 

the historical and beautiful city of Cairo, the capital of the 

United Arab Repl:lblic, with which country Afghanistan enjoys 

cordial friendship which delves deep mto history, with strong 

bonds of culture and-brotherhood. I wish to take this oppor

tunity to thank the Government of the United Arab Republic for 

the warm reception and the great hospitality they have extended 

to the members of this Conference and to the delegation of 

Afghanistan, and to convey through them the best wishes and 

most friendly asp~ations or the Afghan people to the people of 

the United Arab Republic and wish them more success 1n their 

great efforts for the prosperity and welfare of this great 

land. 

I take this opportunity to welcome the Heads of state 

and Governments of the newly independent countries who, I am 

sure, will contribute to our efforts to strengthen the prospects 

of peace and international co-operation. 

\'L 
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Here, among yoa, we consider ourselves to be a part 

of a constructive force absolutely non-aligned with any 

policy which would lead the world to the miseries and destruction 

imposed upon it by wars and very much aligned with constructive 

efforts for the maintenance of peace. 

In this Conference of Non-Aligned Countries, 

Afghanistan does not participate only as one· of the adherents 

of the policies of non-alignment ·and the principles established 

by the first c·onference of the Non-Aligned Countries of 1961, 

which took place in Belgrade, but also as _the oldest non

aligned country. 

The policy of non-alignment followed by Afghanistan 

has not emerged onlY from the d !vision of the world after the 

Second World War in two political and military blocs. It dates 

back to 'the period before the First World War and has been 

maintained even during the most difficult periods of international 

wars and conflicts. As we know, even in the post-war period 

there were some who did not favour such policies of non-

alignment, but Afghanistan maintained its non-alignment. 

Afghanistan had always cherished the hope of such 

international co-operation. The Conference of the Non-Aligned 

Countries in 1961 strengthened those hopes. The success of the 

Belg~ade Conference convinced us more than ever of the validity 

of the policy of non-alignment. 

The growing solidarity of the members of the first 

Non-Aligned Conference which has resulted in the continuation 

of our efforts, particularly by means of convening the present 
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Conference, leaves no doubt in our own mind, and we hope that 

it will eliminate any doubts in any part of the world that the 

'orces of construction will be further strengthened to create 

a positive answer to the demands of humanity for a peaceful and 

better life. Therefore it is with conviction that I pledge my 

Government to co-operate with all of you in our common efforts 

for the achievement of the real purposes for which we have 

come together. 

Our policy of non-alignment has been based on our 

national aspiration to maintain friendly relations with all 

peoples and nations of the world, with t'\170 basic aims in our 

international and national life. Our national goal is economic, 

social and cultural progress. Since international peace is the 

only condition in 1Nhich we can hope for the achievement of our 

national goal our traditional pol:tcy of non-alignment is the 

most natural and realistic policy for us. I am happy that I 

find the common aspiration of this greatest gathering of non

aligned countries to be exactly our own aspiration. 

No one can deny that the first Non-Aligned Conference 

was convened at a time when the world was confronted by critical 

and manifold international-problems, some of them threatening the 

peace of the world, the prospects for which were already 

endangered by the cold war. The attitude of the military and 

polit:tcal blocs to each other was most disappointing to all of 

us. On the eve of the opening of the Belgrade Conference the 

dark clouds of nuclear tests were hovering over the world. It 

was only through the reasonable hope and solid determination 



81 
of the leaders of the non-aligned nations that a magnificent 

charter for peace and co-operation was proclaimed. 

No1.v, in this second ~n•Aligned Conference, although 

it seems that the situation has eased 1n some respects, we 

should still remi.nd ourselves that much remains to be done to 

enable us to fulfil our pledges to humani.ty. 

It is true that the estab lisrment of a direct line 

of contact between the opposite military camps has been welcomed 
. 

by all peace-loving countries. But :tt is also true that 

international tensions still prevail and new areas of tension 

have been allo~ed to come into existence. 

It is true that certain steps have been taken to 

reduce the. production of fissio.nab le material and that 

agreements 1n principle have been reached for the use of outer 

space for peaceful purposes only and banning the placing of 

nuclear weapons 1n outer space. But it is also true that 

unfortunately there is no guarantee of human safety or even 

any reliable signs which would eliminate the fears of mankind 

in any of these various threatening spheres. 

It is true that the measures taken in connexion with 

development and trade early in March of this year are considered 

to be a significant achievement but, as we kno~, the idea has 

just been initiated and the achievement has yet to be realised. 

All these things have justified the convening of this 

Conference, but it is still for this Conference to justify 

itself' by making progress :In the direction of the realisation 

or these aims and purposes. 

I '> 
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The achievement of the non-aligned countries at the 

present stage is no greater than their determination to con

tinue their efforts for thefulfilment of these purposes. 

Therefore it is more essential than ever for the Conference to 

concentrate on its real objectives with a full sense of res

ponsibil~~ ty and to do its job not only with. a. consciousness 

of the fact that the eyes of the world are upon us but also 

keeping our eyes open 1n our deliberations to the rest of the 

world in order that we ,do mt- allow ourselves to deviate in any 

manner from our real objectives based solely on the interests of 

world peace and the betterment of the international situation as 

a whole. 

It is here that I would like to emphasise that 1n our 

understanding it is our duty to bear in mind that we are not 

pursuing any of our aims in any form of caJD.p or bloc and that 

our de liberations are not aimed against anyone. 

The most important item on our agenda is the review of 

the world situation, for the second time, in the light of recent 

developments. Our impartial evaluation of the world situation 

based on our independent judgment in the interests of peace 

should be accepted as the basis of the collective policy of the 

non-aligned nations. 

It is by proving to the world that our mission is one 

of goodwill, that our actions are directed by reason, that our 

determination is our own, that we can hope for full understanding 

of our purposes and aims by other countries and our future 

strength and success in making a contribution to the solution 

of problems of a world in which we wish to live together in peace. 
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I must state also that the nuclear armaments race has 

created conditions which give increased importance to the role 

of international laVJ. It VJas the shock and horror of the Second 

World War which made the allies agree to the principles of the 

Atlantic Charter and finally to the principles of the United 

Nations. The acceptance of the Charter put positive inter

national law on a very high and universal ground. But since 

the estal:>lishment of the United Nations am the adoption of its 

Charter the world community has undergone profound changes, and 

Oliing to the emancipation of so many nations it is necessary to 

adopt laws adapted to present-day requirements and needs. That 

is why in the General Assembly of the United Nat ions the non

aligned nations welcomed the study of the principles of co

existence and supported the inclusion of their formulation :1n 

a final international instrument. 

Afghanistan warmly supports the formulation of these 

principles and reaffirms its belief in the principles of peaceful 

co-existence without which existence is for no one either secure 

or the kind o£ existence worth our trying to secure. It is 

proper to concentrate on a clearer understanding of these 

principles through their codification and declaration to the 

world in the interest of humanity. These would include: mutual 

respect for all; upholding the right of all peoples to choose 

their ovm po l:i.tical, economic and social systems; respect for 

the undeniable inherent right of all peoples to self-determination; 

refraining from any policy of political, military or economic 

pressure in any form; and seeking solution of all displltes 

/ 
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force. 
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It is only through the acceptance of peaceful co

existe nee that the confidence necessary for the solution of one 

of the most important problems - that is, disarmament - can be 

expected to prevail. Speaking of disarmament, we do DQt mean 

to stop at general and complete disarmament; it should also be 

universal. The solution to be sought must be practical and 

realistic. But if disarmament itself is not unrealistic and 

impractical, no positive measures should be considered by the 

great Po"ltlers to be idealistic or unrealistic. 

The non-aligned countries have already made some 

contributions in this respect. But what needs more emphasis is 

the essential need for decisive and immediate steps to be 

recommended and supported. The demands of the non-aligned 

countries, therefore, should be pursued collectively in the 

United Nations and its organs. We should welcome the establish

ment of aiD m-free zones which, if continually extended, would 

lead us to an atom-free world. 

There is no need to go into details of these problems 

in this general statement. It is sufficient to say that the 

Afghan delegation will support clear recommendations on behalf 

of this Conference through the United Nations to the big Powers 

on all aspects of disarmament. 

This includes our interest 1n the consideration of the 

impact of disarmament on economic development, which is in fact 

related to the basic purpose of this Conference - that is to say, 
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the attainment of peace and progress for mankind. If it is 

suggested, Afghanistan will support the idea of seeking the 

agreement of the big Powers for the purpose of convening an 

international conference on disarmament. 

Effective and practical measures are to be considered 

for the termination- of all forms of colonial and military 

occupations and the end of occupation of all territories by 
alien forces against the \4ill of the people. 

It is regrettable to see that colonialism, neo

colonialism and imperlalism are still appearing on the agenda 

of all freedom and peace-loving gatherings a1though it has been 

recognised as the basis of all evils. 

This evil is not on-ly a threat to the dignity of man 

but a persisting danger to peace itself. Afghanistan, after more 

than a century of continuous hot war in the defence of its own 

independence, has always supported the cause of all peoples ~d 

nations everywhere and shall continue to do so. The implementation 

of the United Nations declarat_ion of 1960 is still of great 

concern. The abolishment of colonialism cannot be complete until 

all dependent territories achieve their freedom and the right of 

all peoples under alien domination to self-determination is 

recognised and respected. 

Full attention should be paid to the different forms 

and manifestations of colonialism. Some of the new forms of the 

domination of peoples by alien Powers are more dangerous than the 

out-dated colonial form. ~he existence of such domination has 

created great obstacles :fn the way of international co-operation 
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and peaceful and neighbourly relations bet1.-1een nations. Among 

these are problems which have divided many countries in different 

parts of the world :tn the most regrettable manner. 

The struggle between the old ~owers and dominated 

nations has in some cases been replaced by conflicts and 

differences between neighbouring countries. This is a stronger 

blow at the solidarity of peoples, particularly :tn the develop:ing 

areas of the world, where friendship and co-operation are badly 

needed. 

Every effort should be made to seek peaceful solution 

of such disputes among neighbouring cotmtries. The worst 

situations are those in which alten Powers suppress the right of 

self -determ:ination. It is unthinkable that two different 

standards be allowed for the right of peoples to self-determi

nation. Neo-colonialism or alien domination of people by people 

are equally unacceptal:> le · and should be equally doomed to 

liquid at ion. 

The principle of prohibition of the use of force in 

international relations and peaceful settlement of disputes 

should be particularly applied to such cases. The respect of the 

principles of the United Nations Charter should be considered 

vital in this connection. Reaffirmation of the principles 1n 

this Conference is of paramount importance at the present 

Conference as a continuation of the efforts exerted :In the 

Belgrade Conference. 

Afghanistan will support any peaceful methods to be 

employed :tn the form of negotiations, mediation, arbitration or 
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other means in accordance with the Charter of the United 

Nations. Bat before anything else, our policy is based on the 

only legitimate and just principle, that is to say the will 

of the people and their right to decide their own destiny. 

In this second Non-Aligned Conference our thoughts 

camot be detached from the first Non-Aligned Conference in 

Belgrade. It w~ during the Belgrade Conference that Afghanistan 

officially proclaimed the recognition of the Provisional 

Government of Algeria. At this Conference, I wish to express 

my great happiness that we see Algeria as a sovereign state 

making a contribution to the peace of the world after having 

won its own heroic struggle against colonialism. 

I wish a~o to declare, on behalf of my Government, 

our support and recognition of the cause of the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation and to wish the people of Palestine 

all success in the fulfilment of theil' po~i.tical and humanitarian 

aspirations in the interest of justice, peace and security in 

the Iwtidd 1e East. 

Our policy in this connection is not based on .anY con

sideration but our concern for restoration of justice without 

which peace in this area, like any other part of the world·, cannot 

be secured. It is our hope that this Conference by its 

deliberations will make it possible for the united Nations to take 

steps for the :implementation of its resolutions. 

On our own part we shall not hesitate to extend our 

own moral support in any future discussion of this problem. 
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The situation prevailing in south-East Asia is of 

great concern to all of us. We believe that this Conference 

should express itself on this important problem to influence 

the situation in the interest of permanent peace and tran

quility. 

If suggested, Afghanistan will support any recommenda

tions which would lead the parties concerned to a conference which 

would guarantee the peace and freedom in the area without any 

negative outsid~ interference. 

Afghanistan as a devoted member of the United Nations 

supports any measures for the strengthening of the United 

Nations Organisation, here~· within the Organisation.and else

where. The principle of universality of membership in the 

United Nations is of particular importance. We wish to re-a!firm 

our support for the participation of the legitimate Government 

of the People's Republic of China in the Organisation and its 

organs. 

Afgh~istan will support in principle any constructive 

proposals which would lead to restoring justice and independence 

in Asia, Africa and Latin America. This includes the solution 

of the outstanding problems existing in Angola, Mozambique, the 

so-called, Portuguese Guinea, and other areas in accordance with 

the General Assembly declaration on abolition of colonialism, 

neo-colonialism and imperialism. 

Among the most important questions facing the develop

ing countries are their staggering economic and social problems. 

It is a fact of current importance that unless the political 

"Z. 1-



emancipation which we have witnessed in the last two decades is 

coupled with and strengthened by social and economic progress, 

the freedom that has been achieved will lose its rea~ meaning 

and the peace of the world will be·rrustrated. 

The world cannot be lr:ft. divided between rich and 

poor, healthy and sick, hap~':r and miserable. Economic emancip_ation 

is as vital as the po l:ttical independence of nations. The 
~' 

preamble of ·t.he United Nations Charter emphasises the determi

nation of the. peoples of the United Nations to promote social 
-~ ~~~ . 

progress and /better standards of living together with a larger 

degree of freedom. 

The time is past when the developing countries of the 

world are forced to be looked upon as sources of raw products 

only. ~very free nation is entitled to conduct its economic 
. 

life in- the way most suitable~ to it·s own development in a 

progressing world of justice and equality in the interest of 

all mankind. The right of nations to sovereignty over their 

natural resources should be given an expressed support by the 

Conference. 
~.... ~ 

The countries belonging to ~conomic groupings should 

consider undertaking measures in order to ensure the interest 

of those developing countries which are not included in their 

groupings. 

There is no doubt that the United Nations and specialised 

agencies as well as the industrial nations are rendering subst~ 

tial assistance to the developing countries, but the total amount 

of aid cannot be compared with the needs of the developing 
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countries which are struggling with shortages of capital, 

shortages of technical persomel, deterioration of the terms 

of trade, and declines in the prices of primary products. 

One of the important results of the Belgrade 
• 

Conference of 1961 was the Geneva Conference on Trade and 

Development, which was convened to, consider .. the problems facing 

the developing-countries which constitute three-quarters of 

mankind. The results of the Conference have been instructive, 

and both the developed and the developing nations now have a 

clearer understanding of each other's trade and economic 

problems. An important outcome of the Conference was the. 

emergence of close and unsel!ish eo-operation among the 

developing nations. ·The unity of these countries, unknovm 1n 

any previous international conference, represented a unanimity 

of purpose based on the similarity of their economic problems 

and a common desire to find solutions. The Declaration, which 
" 

was proclaimed both last year in New York and this year 1n 

Geneva, emphasised the common needs of all the developing 
. 

countries and we hope that representatives of the seventy-

seven countries in the newly established Board of Trade Institute 

will continue their close co-operation, in order to further 

their future progress and achieve economic growth comparable 

to the progress of the industrialised countries. They should 

clearly explant to the developed countries that, by expanding 

their trade and earning more foreign exchange, larger and 

healthier markets for the products of the developed countries 

will be created. 
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In addition to their numerous economic problems, 

one-quarter of the develop:fng countries of Asia, Africa and 

Latin America are confronted with another important prob~em. 

This is the situation related to the landlocked countries which 

are far from their foreign markets. The transit difficulties 

ef these countries, created partly by nature but, alSo, artifi

cially, place great obstacles in the way of their development. 

This problem has been under close consideration-for many years, 

first by the League of Nations and, later, by the uni:ted 

Nations. One of the steps taken by the teague was the convening 

of the B;ll'celona Conference vJhich concluded a transit convention 

which even forty years ago was limited in purpose. It was after 

the establishment of the United Nations, and on the initiative 

of the landlocked countries"that at the Geneva Conference on the 

Law of tbe Sea, the first legal steps were taken. Then this 

year at the Trade and Development Conference, eight principles 

were adopted to promote the economic development of landlocked 

states. 

The Geneva Conference called for the preparation of a 

new convention to be submit,ted for adoption by a plenipotentiary 

conference to be convened next year. Since the majority of the 

landlocked nations are among the non-aligned countries,we 

request the support of all the participating me~bers to help 

:in the so:W.tion of this problem in line with establ:tshed 

principles of International Law in the interest of world 

trade. 



92 

Any progress would be incomplete if not accompanied by 

cultural progress. The promotion and furthering of international 

co-operation in the fields of education, scie~ce and information 

lead to the improvement of mutual understanding among nations, 

and the development of peaceful anq neigbbourly relations, and 

prepares the ground for a contribution towards relaxation of 

international tensions. 

This Conference is another milestone :in the search for 

peace and understanding. The grow5.ng role of the non-aligned 

countries in world affair is felt daily, and it is, in fact, 

the policy of active non-alignment which creates an atmosphere 

for peaceful co-operation and unity on the problems of peace 

and vJar. Thts Conference, b.y pledging i.tself to peace and 

progress, has committed itself to Human:ity. I wish you success 

1n fulfilling this noble pledge. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my apprecia

tion of the messages or goodwill received by the Conference, 

particularly from those· Heads of State and Government of 

countries who do not be long to the non-aligned part of the world. 

To us this is a good sign of better understanding by those 

Powers, of the policy of non-alignment and of the intentions 

of the members of this Conference. The Conference should.try 

to strengthen this understanding by an objective evaluation 

of the major world problems. We hope that through their 

co-operation with each other on matters of peace, those countries, 

particularly the big Po\-Jers, vlill satisfy this urgent demand of 

humanity. 
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I should like to add that the address to us by the 

Secretary-General of the African Unity Organisation v1as a 

source of pleasure and encouragement. The unity and solidarity 

of Africa means peace in Africa which, combined with full 

freedom, is one of the cornerstones for the establishment of 

world peace. We wish them we 11 ,in all their efforts and will 

continue to support them. The solidarity of the .Arab countries, 

voiced by the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States 

is another source of pleasure for building up peace in the 

Hidd le East. Afghanistan is not an .Arab country but, as one 

of the countries of the l<1iddle East, it is naturally most 

anxious to see all efforts exerted .for peace and solidarity in 

this important area of the world. 

I. shall end my general statement with our most 

sincere support fqr the hopes cherished by the Secretary-General 

of the united Nations, as expressed in his message to this 
. 

Conference. The United Nations is the only place of hope for 

saving mankind from destruction. This Conference is only a 

part of the United Nati.ons. The solidarity of the non-aligned 
• 

nations is aiready a great contribution to the work of the 

United Nations. Its unity on matters of peace and war will, 

in fact, further this contribution. Afghanistan, with other 

non-aligned nations, pledges itself fully to respect and support 

the United Nations Charter, once again and for all times • 

• • • • 
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It is a great honour for me to represent my country 

in this historical gathering. We are gratified that this 

important meeting is being convened in this part of this great 

continent, where in the laSt decade many of our African brothers 

have succeeded 1n securing their independence. Many others 1n 

the vicinity of this country are still struggling to obtain 

recogn:ttion of their fundamental rights. We rest assured that 

this Conference will be a major factor of support to their 

legitimate struggle and strivings. 

I would like to express my deepest feeling of appre

ciation and thanks for the generous hospitality accorded to us 

by President Kaunda and the great people of Zambia. lve are 

greatly satisfied with the highly e labo~ate arrangements made 

for this meeting in this beautiful capital. I have also the 

privilege and honour to convey to the distinguished leaders 

present at this Conference the most sincere wishes of my August 

Sovereign King Mohammed Zahir Shah, that this Conference may 

successfully reach its lofty aims for the strengthening of world 

peace, the fostering of international co-operation and the 

prosperity of mankind. 

Before making any statement on the items of our 

agenda, I would like to express the deep appreciation of my 

de legation for the inspiring opening speech of President Kaunda. 
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His statement is living proof of the wide interest of the 

Zambian Government and people :tn world affairs and :in humanity 

as a whole. 

Afghanistan follows a foreign policy which has its 

foundations in a long history. I hope I may be a.llowed to 

quote a paragraph of the statement by the Prime Minister of 

Afghanistan nearly n:!ne years ago in Belgrade when addressing 

the First Conference of the Non-Aligned countries. 

ttAfghanistan• s policy of neutrality far ante-dates 
-

the events which have given rise to the term •non-alignment. 
" 

Afghanistan has traditionally followed a policy of' impartial 

judgement through many years, and has never deviated from the 

course, even during the world wars. The establishment and 

maintenance of friendly relations with all peoples and nations 

and promotion of internat:iDnal co-operation are important 

factors in our traditional political behaviour." 
..,..~ 

Afghanistan, in 1919, having jo:lned the community of 

sovere 1gn nations, adopted at the very outset a line of foreign 

policy which \vas to become, one day, that of its early and 

active participation in the ranks of the non-aligned countries. 

The Afghan people, which had three times confronted colonial 

armies in the battlef'ie ld and finally defeated them, stood 

firmly against colonialism and in support of peoples and nations 

struggling for their independence half a century ago. Later, 

Afghanistan fully supported the United Nations. Dedicated 

anti-colonialism and active neutralism have, therefore, been the 

very foundations of the line of action taken by Afghanistan 

for long decades. 
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Afghanistan•s foreign policy has consisted not only 
~·· 

of keeping out of blocks, but a~o of maintaining a continaous 

effort towards establishing and strengthening international 

relations and co-operation on the basis of equal rights, human 

prGgreas, and world peace. Afghanistan has, therefore, con

sistently refused to align itself with any foreign power and 

has rejected the policy of blocks. It stressed the importance 

of the de-colonization process and explained its policy of 

non-alignment in the Afro-Asian Confel:'ence at Bandung in 1955, 

and took an active part in the work of Conferences of the non

aligned countries in Belgrade and Cairo. 

The international situation todaY, comp:::;red to the 

situation at the time of the Belgrade Conference, is characterized 

by new developments. As President KaWlda so ably explained 

here, 

rtthe principles underlying our movement remain 
valid despite the changes in the immediate cir
cumstances which gave it birth. u 

It is therefore, quite appropriate to the non-aligned 

countries to"proceed to a reassessment of their role in the 

context of current prevailing situations. This means a re

dedication to the high goals set in the Belgrade and Cairo 

Declarations. 

The convening of this Conference has been considered 

as appropriate as a new step for an active exchange of views 

among the non-aligned countries in order to decide on concrete 

action to cope with new situations and problems. It is necessary 

for all the peace-loving countries to exert jo5nt efforts for 
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the establishment of lasting international security in accor

dance with the actual world situation to support the national 

liberation movements directed against the colonial rule and 

its remnants, and to continue the jo :fnt effort for the imple

mentation of international action in favour of the rights of 

peoples and nations and for the liquidation of colonialism 

and renmants in all its forms and manifestations. 

Our great concern over the continued existence of 

colonial and racist regimes in Africa stems from our firm 

be lief in these noble principles. The continuation of these 

regimes and the injustice which is so inhumanly exercised 

against all the oppressed people of this great continent 

emanates from a complete denial of human rights, and even 

threatens the independence of many African countries. Nowhere 

can peace be achieved as lDng as peoples under co lon1.e.l and 

racist rule are denied the right to self-determination, 

independence, and unhampered development. 

In the name of my people, I render all the support 

and backing due to these freedom fighters who seek to obtain 

their human and historical right in their own homelands. 

The prolongation of the Middle East Crisis, resulting 

from the usurption of the Arab Palestinian peoples• homeland, is 
, 

a direct threat to world peace. It is also a dangerous 

confirmation of the attempts to use the wars of aggression and 

the occupation of other countries• territories as a means of 

pressure, of imposing expansionist aims from positions of 

strength. Israel, by refus:!ng to evac!late the Arab territories, 
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will prove stubbornly to be continuing a policy of aggression 

and a flagrant violation of international law and justice. 

We therefore, express our full solidarity with the Arab 

countries, victims of aggression, and demand the immediate 

and complete evacuation by the Israeli occupation army of all 

the Arab invaded lands, including the Holy City of Jerusalem. 

No solution of the Middle East Crisis can be consid~red as 

being based on justice and legality Unless the complete 

restoration of the Arab ·Palestinian peoples• rights is 

considered as indispensable. It is the right of the people of 

Palestine to achieve this restoration, and it is the duty of 

all those who believe in peace and justice to support them. 

We express our full support in the action undertaken 

by t·he Special Representative of the United Nations secretary 

General for the implementation of Security Council resolution 

of 22 November 1967. 

The spirit of co-operation manifested by the Govern

ment of the United Arr£; Repub lie through accepting the recent 

peace initiative is to be appreciated as a valuable contribution 

to the cause of seeking a peaceful solution to this imminent 

crisis. The persistent policy of Israel in refusing to comply 

with international measures and undertakings makes it appro

priate for the world community to consider the implementation 

of sanctions against Israel. 

The war in Indo-China continues to be a cause for 

profound concern to all the peoples in the world. The military 

conflict seriously threatens the foundation of peace and 



creates a major ob'stacle for the solution of today• s world 

problems. We believe no formula can be effective for the 

Indo-China crisis without being based on the cessation of all 

foreign intervention and on the full respect of Indo-China's 
"" 

peoples• rights to peace and self-determination. We are pro-

foundly concerned about the expansion of war in Cambodia, where 

a peaceful Government for years followed the principles of 

non-alignment. We welcome all the strivings to opt for the 

policy of non-alignment in the Indo-China region as an 

expression of the authentic aspirations of the peoples of this 

reg ion for peace, independence and for proceeding on their 
/ 

own ways of development. 

Viewing the international situation, however, we do 

notice some encouraging developments in Europe where a positive 

step towards a broader understanding and co-operation among the 

European countries has recently been taken. We believe that 

a detente anywhere in the world to have a major impact on the 

international situation has to be accompanied by understanding 

achieved in other parts of the world. 

During a quarter of a century of its existence, the 

United Nations has proved to be a unique instrument of inter

national co-operation as well as a major factor in accelerating 

the emanei.pation movements in the world. 

We consider that the United Nations is capable of 

becoming an even more effective factor in unifying the efforts 

of countries all over the world for the solution of the world• s 

political and economic problems, in serving to ~ecure the right 
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to free self-determination of peoples and nations and other 

human rights, and enhanc:Ing the development of equitable co

operation among the nations. 

We are conv:Inced that the full :Implementation of the 

principle of universality of the United Nations, in terms of 

representation, will enable the world organi.sation to be a 

centre of the solution of all major problems of international 

relations. The full restoration of the rights of China and 

the recognition of the People's Republic of China s the only 

legitimate representative of that country in the United 

Nations is indispensable in this respect. 

We express the hope that during the coming twenty

fifth anniversary session, the adoption of the Declaration on 

Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations 

and Co-operation amongst states will confirm and explain some 

of the major elements contained in the Charter on the basis of 

the international community• s experiences in facing concrete 

situations for a quarter of a century. This anniversary also 

corresponds ·with the tenth year of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Cotmtries and peoples; a 

United Nations action programme for the implementation of this 

declaration viill provide major assistance to the peoples and 

nations still struggling to secure their right to self

determination and independence. The United Nations action 

on the acceleration of disarmaJ!lent, and particularly the 

preparation and implementation of a programme for the 

disarmament, which will signifi.cantly help the relaxation of 
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tensions tn international relations. It will open the pros-

pects of nuclear disarmament so necessary for restraining the 

arms race and for consolidating the basis of world security. 

Peace and political stab ill ty in the world depends 

to a considerable extent on the economic development of the 

developing countries. The widening gap between the economically 

advanced countries and the Third tvorld continues to be a source 

of profound concern. 

The economic growth of the developing countries requires 

that their entire human and material resources be mobo lized in 

the right direction and that their efforts be further strengthened 

by developed countries and by_ appropriate international 

organisations in the form of financial contributions and 

assistance without political consideration of any form. 

We are, therefore, determined to exert increasinglY 

effective efforts within the framework of the 77 developing 

countries, to intensify the role of these nations for the 

implementation of structural changes in the world•s economy, and 

for the establishment of an international co-operation graduallY 

allowing such a course of events to change its direction in 
' 

favour of all countries of the world, including the less 

developed ones. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my deep pleasure 

in finding a significant unity of view among the leaders and 

representatives of the participating countries in this historical 

summit of non-aligned countries. our earnest hope is that 

we leave Lusaka Wli ted in our thoughts and purposes, in the 



102 

same way as we arrived in this beautiful city. This will 
... 

allow this Conference to have a deep and salutary impact on 

the current international situation. This momentous event 

has to prove the viability of the non-aligned concept and 

movement and its ability to assert itself as an instrument· 

for the consolidation of peace and security in the world, the 

universal respect of human rights and justice, and 

international co-operation on the basis of equality among 

the nations and the prosperity of mankind • 

••••• 



API>endix IV 

Text of Speech of Ambassador Abdul Rabnan Bajwauk: in Fourth 
Non-Aligned Conference at Algiers 1973 

103 

A congratulatory telegram was sent by the President of 

State of the Republic of Afghanistan, Mohammad Daoud, t'o Houari 

Boumediene, President of the Council of State of Algeria, 

congratulating him on his election as the chaizman of the Fourth · 

SUmmit Conference of the Non-Aligned Countries. ·The following is 

the text of the congratulatory telegram: 

H.E. Houari Boumediene, 
President of the Fourth SUmmit Meeting of Heads of State of 
Gove~ent of the Non-Aligned Countries, Algiers. 

Mr. President, 

I wish to extend my heartiest congratulations on Your 

Excellency• s unanimous election as the President of this historic 

Conference. 

Aware as we are of the far-reaching impact which the 

deliberations of this important conference will have on the develop

ment of international relations. Afghanistan as one of the founders 

of the movement of non-alignnent, considers the, holding of this . 
Conference as the most significant contemporary event taking place 

in Algiers. 

we believe that the Algiers Swmni t M.eeting will once again 

provide the Heads of state or Government of the Non-Aligned 

Countries with a unique oppor~unit.y to reflect on the over-all 

situation obtaining on the present international system. 

While fully conscious of the pressing need to strengtP,en 

solidarit.y in their common struggle to defend national indepenience 

ani sovereignty, the leaders of the non-aligned nations will spare 
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no effort to promote international peace ani security based on 

justice, progress, freedom and equality of all nations. 

We maintain that, in pursuit of their noble enieavours, 

the leaders of the zion-aligned nations assembled in Algiers will 

continue to give special priority treatment to the plight of the 

peoples.who are still under alien and colonial domination. 

Exteniing our fraternal greetings ani sincere thanks to the 

GoverDnent and brotherly people of Algeria for having invited this 

important gathering in Algiers, I wish to convey my best wishes 

for the success of the Conference 

Highest consideration 

Mohammad Daoud, 
Head of state of the Republic 
of Afghanistan. ~ 

The following is the text o.f the speech by Ambassador 

Abdurahman Pazhwak, special representative of the President of 

the state of the Republic of Afghanistan, delivered at the Fourth 

Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Countries in Algiers: 

As special representative of the Head of state of the 

Republic of Afghanistan, Mohammad Daoud, my first duty is to convey 

to all esteemed Heads of state and GoverDnent of Non-Aligned 

Nations present in this Conference, his personal greetings ani his 

best wishes for their success in this historic Conference-. He 

also extended in particular his regards to those leaders present 

here that he had the pleasure of meeting in Belgrade and joins 

you in prayer and tribute to the leaders of the non-aligllnent 

movement who have passed away. His message is one of confidence 
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that with solidarity and cooperation this Conference.will succeed 

in achieving its goals. i Should like also to convey his profound 

regret that he was not personally able to atteni this historic 

gathering. 

Allow me to, first of all, congratulate you on your election 

to the Presidency of this Conference of Non-Aligned Countries ani, 

without a pause, convey through you the warm salutions of the 

people of the Republic of Afghanistan to the great Algerian people. 

The delegation of Afghanistan wishes also to extend its heartfelt 

thanks to the Governnent of Algeria for the warm and generous 

hospitality extended to us. 

For us it is a special source of satisfaction that we meet, 

on this occasion, in Algeria - the land of the heroic people whose 

great battle for independence was one of the greatest blows to 

colonialism in general, and particularly in the continent of 

Africa. The hardships suffered by the Algerian people in attaining 

in:iepenience and national sovereignty has set an example which 

shall be remembered by history. we in Afghanistan can ullierstand 

and appreciate the magnitude of the achievements of the Algerian 

nation, in the light of our own experiences am sacrifices 

eniured in so many. years waged for a similar cause. 

In this Conference we fully support the aspirations of the 

liberation movements which are at present fighting for their sacred 

cause. 

Mr. President, 

Allow me, on behalf of the Afghan delegation, to whole

heartedly welcome the admission of states that have newly joined 
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the family of non-aligned nations. We are confident that their 

joining the family of non-aligned nations will contribute in 

further strengthening the cause of non-alig:anent an:i its objectives 

of world peace and progress. 

On the 17th of July 1973, a great fuDiamental institutional 

change took place 1n Afghanistan. Monarchy was abolished and a 

Republic proclaimed. The objectives of the newly created Republic, 

supported by the genuine aspirations and democratic traditions 

of the Afghan people, is to promote the material ani spiritual 

development of its people ani create a new society founded on 

justice and equality for all citizens without any discrimination 

whatsoever. It is to allow all Afghans to participate, fully ani 

responsibly, in the affairs of their country ani to curb the 

forces that have hitherto hampered the realization of these 

aspirations. The Republic aims at establishing a trustworthy 

security within the country that would pennit sound ani positive 

economic, social ani cultural reforms, and pave the way to true 

political, economic and cultural advancement. This requires the 

mobilization of all available energies and resources, in all 

fields, in the interest of the people only alli for safeguarding 

our independence am national sovereignty. 

In the field of foreign affaira, the Republic shall adhere 

to the principles and pu:tposes of the United Nations• Charter, aal 

shall continue to lew its unfailing support to those principles 

aal objectives. It shall pursue its policy of political, economic 

am cultural cooperation with ail peace-loving countries, parti

cularly the Third world, and shall remain staunchly attached 
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to the policy of non-alignment and non-participation in militar,y 

blocs. This policy stems from the aspirations of the Afghan 

people for the independent and objective judgement of all 

international issues am for the promotion and development of 

con:ii tiona for peace in the intemational arena. 

Mr. President, Afghanistan is one of the oldest non-aligned 

countries and one of the founders of this association of nations. 

In the first Conference of the Non-Aligned held in Belgrade, 

Mr. Mohammad Daoud, then the Prime Minister of Afghani stan ani 

presently the President ani founder of the Republic of Afghanistan, 

declared: 

"Afghanistan• s policy of neutrality far ante-dates the 

l\ ' 

events which have given rise to the term "non-alignment". Afghanista~ 

has traditionally followed a policy of impartial judgement through 

mai'\Y years, an:i has never deviated from this course, even during 

the world wars. The establishment and maintenance of friendly 

relations with all peoples and nations am promotion of inter

national cooperation are important factors in our traditional 

political behaviour.• 

On the basis of this policy, the Republic of Afghanistan 

seeks understanding, cooperation and mutual respect and friendship 

among all peoples am nations of the world - big or small, near 

or far - with no discrimination directed towards anyone, on the 

basis of the principle of peaceful coexistence. Afghanistan has 

already achieved this objective, and shall continue to further its 

frienily relations with all countries. 

we regret, however, that there is only one country, namely 
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Pakistan, with which we have not b.een able to solve ou·r political 

difference. The question of Pashtunistan, which has emanated 

from a refUsal by Pakistan to recognise the legitimate rights 

ani demands of over seven million people separated by a colonial 

power from their fatherland, Afghanistan, still remains unsolved. 

we shall spare no er.f'ort in seeking and realizing a solution to 

this question, on the basis of the will of the people and 

international justice. . 
Mr. President, on the vaster international scene, particularly 

on these issues which will come before this Conference, we shall 

take the opportunity to express our views. We would like to see 

this Conference do its best to analyze the new trends in international 

relations. ~bile we welcome the somewhat relaxation of tensions 

among the big powers and an inclination towa~s detente and 

dialogue, we cannot lightly dismiss the eventuality of certain 

effects which may prove detrimental to the interest of the small 

nations and the Thi:rd world. No detente can result in a just and 

lasting peace and reliable international security unless it 

encompasses all countries and all regions. 

We expect this Conference to pay special attention to the 

concern of the snall nations, in all fields of international life. 

Matters of equal or even of more interest to the major! ty of the 

nations of the world cannot be allowed todbe decided upon without 

the .full atxi equal participation of all countries. we cannot be 

expected to eniorse any arrangement which would imply that 

solutions to world problems lie solely wi tb,in the grasp of 

stronger powers, and that the fonnula for such solutions remain 
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their sole monopoly. The democratization of international decision 

an:i actions is essential. If this pre-requisite, which emanates 

from the fundamental principle of equality of· all nations, remains, 

unrealized, world peace shall remain fragile an:i precarious. This 

Conference should give its full support for the strengthening of 

the United Nations in the achievement of this purpose. 

The situation in the Middle cast is a great source of concern. 

The efforts of the non-aligned countries in the Security Council 

have, unfortunately, been vetoed. The occupation of the Arab lands 

continues. we hope that this Conference will make a special effort 

for the implementation of Resolution 242 of the Security Council 

and the application of the United Nations Charter. Afghanistan 

supports the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine to 

their homelands. 

Although Afghanistan is not an Arab country, being a part 

of the Middle East, we have to give strong expression to our concern 

over any situation in this part of the world and make our position 
I 

ani our interest on the issue clear. As has been stated in the 

United Nations by my delegation, although Afghanistan is a moslem 

country, my Goverlllnent has never evoked Islam as a religious 

mystique in political problems under the non-sectarian nature of 

the United Nations Charter. In explaining our interest in the 

overall question involving Israel and the Arab countries, we have 

put forward four considerations before the United Nations to 

which I should like to refer. 

First, that the most strategic region 'of the world still 

continues in a state of war - a war which, if reign! ted to its 
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full dimensions, as it daily threatens to be, would feed the 

growing confrontation and the expanding commitments of the big 

powers in that area atd shake the whole world. 

Secauily, that the United Nations peace efforts to head off 

a conflict have virtually come to a stand-still, while the vacuum 

the statemate has left is being filled with an enonnous expansion 

in annaments and the suppliers of those arms are drifting into a 

polarization of increased political ani military commitments. It 

is a dangerous paradox in which future historians may describe the 

peacemaking of today as preparing for the war of tomorrow. 

Thirdly, the creeping paralysis of unimplemented resolutions

not only resolutions of the General Assembly and its many organs, 

but more significantly, the more mandatory resolutions of the 

Security Council, not only with respect to the Middle East, but 

also in vital decisions taken on Rhodesia, the Portuguese colonies, 

an:i the situation in South Africa - is of grave concern. It is a 

situation which threatens to unde:nnine the whole fabric of 

international law and international morality. Far more corrosive 

than the absence of law is indifference, disrespect ani the 

violation of laws to which statesmen and gover.nments are committed. 

And this inevitably - our fourth point - is eating away at 

the very foundations of the united Nations as the world• s highest 

custodian of both rule of law ani the goal of peace, above all, 

as the symbol of inte~ational morality, and threatens the very 

security of all countries. 

We are against acquisition of territories by military force. 

we cannot expect aqy peace in the Middle East unless the Israeli 
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forces are withdrawn from the occupied. Arab territories. 

we have with the Arab world ver:~ old ani profound spiritual 

and cultural ties. But in addition to these bonds of friendship, 

deeply rooted in the history of the Middle East, there are other 

principles to which I have just referred, which prompt us to fully 

support the just cause of the Arabs. Therefore, our voice in 

support of the Arabs should not be considered for the Arabs only 

but for all countries. 

we have rightly heard through the years that nothing truly 
I 

effective in peacekeeping ca..11 be achieved without the unanimity 

of the big powers. But we cannot be expected to understand the 

position of some of the big powers who demur from implementing 

and enforcing the very decisions they have voted for. The resolution 

on the Middle East, unanimously adopted on November 22, 1967, is 

a· classic case of this ambivalence. 

Mr. President, we welcome the successfUl culmination of 

SALT talks in the· recent agreements between the United States ani 

the Soviet Union aimed at bringing about a limitation of their 

strategic weapons, and also.the Treaty of Non-use of Nuclear 

weapons, concluded between them in Washington. 

Although these negotiations were conducted outside the 

framework of the United Nations, and their outcome was mainly a 

big power arrangement, still there is room for recommendation by 

this Conference that in future the machinery of the United Nations 

should be used to the full extent possible for disannament 

negotiations and agreements, ani not only for those problems of 

anns control, which according to some,·lend themselves to 

multilateral solutions. 
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The delegation of Afghanistan whole-heartedly supports the 

convening of' a world disa:nnament conference. The holding of' a 

conference of this nature was originally proposed by the non

aligned countries. We hope that this Conference will take a 
l 

positive step towazds general ani complete disannament under 

effective international control. 

It is of paramount importance that as a collateral measure 

of disa:nnament, during the forthcoming General Assembly of the 

United Nations, an agreement be reached exteiJiing the present 

nuclear weapons test ban to all environments. 

We have spoken of the dangers of nuclear weapons to man 

kini, but nonetheless the threat of conventional weapons to the 

security of small, non-nuclear states is very real ani should be 

viewed with the u'b.nost attention. This threat can emanate from a 

non-nuclear weapon state which has acquired important stockpiles 

of conventional weapons, by belonging to a milita·r,y alliance, or 

because of' its financial strength, or by virtue of its privileged 

geographical or political position in this connection, I wish to 

state that the recent acquisition of enormous conventional 

annaments by some countries in our region which has disturbed the 

.balance of power and has given new dimensions to the concept of 

security, is a matter of grave concern to us. 

Wars ani conflicts never take place abruptly arti without a 

background. Lack of consideration of' essential issues gradually 

leads to conflict. What comes suddenly is the conflict itself' 

and its disastrous consequences are obvious. History has proved 

that if lack of consideration of important issues does not exist 
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and events which have tragic ani grave consequences are brought 

in time to the attention of tb,e world community, there would 

always be a better chance for preventing them.o 

1\ Jl 

In view of the tragic events in our region of the world, we 

still notice that policies leading to similar events are taking 

place. The tragic events in Bangladesh took place as a result of 

such lack of considera~ion. This tragedy was so grave that if 

it had occurred in a remote period of history all measures should 

have been taken in order to see it not repeated, but it is surprising 

that in such a short time it seems to have been forgotten. Our 

anxiety is that the causes which led to this tragedy could easily 

take place in the same part of the world, ard consequently lead 

to another cruel and pointless war. 

Afghanistan has no desire but to observe the con:iitions of 

peace and the promotion of international relations in the entire 

world, including in the region to which it belongs. The disturbance 

of peace in one particular part of the world cannot remain 

isolated and affects international peace and security throughout 

the world. On this basis, Afghanistan deems it necessary to bring 

to the attention of this Conference the possibilities of such 

events taking place in the vicinity of our countr,y as a result of 

the disturbance of the balance of power through armaments am 

political arrangements. 

One of the political measures is the attitude recently 

adopted by the Government of Pakistan against the leaders of the 

National Awami Party. 

The distinguished Heads of State present in the historical 
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meeting are aware that the Government of Pakistan has recently 

arrested a number of the Baluch and Pushtoon national leaders 

a~ exerts political pressure against others. This provocative 

gesture on the part of the Government of Pakistan against the 

Pushtoon ani Balluch leaders is further measure taken towat<ls 

suffocating the aspirations and wishes of the people of Pushtoonistan. 

The people of Afghanistan, who have deep historical, cultural 

and eth:L.cal ties with their brother Pushtoons a:a:.i Balucbs aai 

therefore cannot remain indifferent to this action taken by the 

Government of Pakistan, express deep concern. 

we hope that these political measures of Pakistan do not 

expand and cause their deterioration of the situations in the region. 

western colonialism in the past, established by force and 

other means of interference, created artificial frontiers which 

violate the inalienable rights of peoples alli perpetuate the 

imperialistic designs of those forces to better un:ierstanding among 

nations. In such cases the wrong inflicted upon nations must be 

redressed and, as a result, colonialism should be tenninated in 

such a manner that no possibility should be left for any source 

of tention that could adversely influence friendly relations 

between .countries and peoples. 

Our policy in comection with the abolishment of colonialisn 

am all forms of alien dominations, apartheid ani racial discrimi

nations, and our struggle against these ills is well known. We 

shall continue this policy with all the power at our disposal. 

When we speak of colonialism, we refer not only to the so-called 

western colonialism. Colonialism to us means all forms and 
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manifestations of alien domination - be it political, economic 

or cultural. Yet the most regrettable of all fonns of colonialism 

is the domination of certain people and territories by countries 

which themselves have once suffered the evils and frustations of 

western-colonialism. 

Almost thirteen years have passed and the Government of Por

tugal has not deemed it fit to apply' the Declaration on the Grant

ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples with regard 

to the territories under its administration. 

The Afghan Governnent :fully supports th_e struggle of the 

Liberation Movements in the Portuguese territories, and indeed 

in:._all Southern Africa, and corxiemns the recent massacre carried 

out by the Portuguese military personnel in Mozambique. This act 

of v!Lolell~C$ against innocent villagers has aroused the conscience 

of mankind everywhere. 

Mr. Governnent strongly cozxlemns South Africa for its pol:icy 

of apartheid. The policy has a corrosive influence on the relations 

among the peoples of South Africa as well as on the prospect for 

peace in the African continent. This situation, which becomes 

more and more explosive, constitutes a threat to international 
' 

peace arii security. 

Afghanistan has always supported and respected the rights 

of the people of Zimbabwe to self-detennination, and :fully 

supports the imposition of sanctions by the Security Council 

against the illegal regime in Southern Rhodesia, but as we are all 

aware, they have not been fruitfUl because of the close cooperation 

ar.d collaboration between the illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia, 
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South Africa and the Gove-rnment of Portugal. 

We should not forget that the Governnent of the United 

Kingdom, as the administering power, bears a great deal of 

responsibility for the continuation of the present state of affairs 

in Zimbabwe. 

The racist Government of South Africa, in spite of resolution 

2146 (XXI) terminating its mandate in South West Africa, has 

continued its illegal occupation O·f .. the territory, and has totally 

dented the inalienable rights of the people of Namibia. The 

Governnent and people of Afghanistan coo:iemn this attitude of South 

Africa with respect to Namibia ani request this gathering to take 

appropriate measures leading to the restoration of the rights of 

Namibians. 

Mr. President, Afghanistan has always supported the heroic 

struggle of the people of Vietnam for its freedom ani independence. 

Now that the Paris Agreement on the ending of war am the restoration 

of peace in Vietnam am the Vientiane Agreement on the Restoration 

I " 

of ·peace am Realization of National Concorde in Laos have been 

signed, we hope that these agreements be fully alli fai thtUlly abided 

by all parties concerned. The implementation of these accords will 

ensure the fun:iamental rights of the people of Vietnam to independence 

sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of their country, and 

the right of self-detennination of all peoples of Inio-China. we 

are happy to note that the bombing o:f Cambodia has ceased as of 

15th August this year. 

we were impressed by the statement of the Head of State of 
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Cambodia that ··non-aligned conference provides a forum for Cambodia 

to explain its problems. 

Mr. President, before concluding, I should like to say a few 

words about the question of intemational cooperation for economic 

development. In this connection, we would like to emphasize that 

maximum cooperation and solidarity among the developing countries 

is of great importance. Without such cooperation it seems to us 

that much has to be done for the elimination of possible sources of 

friction between the various continents of the Group of 77, and the 

implementation of special measures in favour of the least developed 

and the developing land-locked countries. 

More than two years have elapsed since the adoption of the 

International Development Strategy. The developed countries have 

still to demonstrate the necessar.y political will to implement 

the provisions of the related agreements and resolutions. Any 

further delay will lead us to think of some killi of refusal of the 

principles of international cooperation ani lack of willingness 

on the part of the developed countries to respect their commitments. 

We cannot ignore the negative trends that exist in the field of 

world economy. These are explained by the unsubstantial increase 

in the per capita income of the developing countries, the steady 

decline in their share of the world trade in exports, the decrease 

of financial flow from the developed to the developing countries, and 

the constant growth of the burden of external debts in the developing 

countries. It was meant that the International Development Strategy 

would stop such alarming trends.; in world economy, .but nothing has 

been achieved to reverse such trends-, The lack of cooperation on 



118 

behalf of the developed countries has persisted, to remain unchanged. 

They have reefused to implement the special measures in favour of the 

least-developed and the land-lookers developing countries, unanimously 

adopted by UNCTAD us and endorsed by the United Nations General 

Assembly. We hope that this Conference would give expressioiLto 

its will and desire to see that the provisions of the International 

Development strategy and the related resolutions and agreements 

will be implemented. Otherwise international cooperation in the 

field of economic development would remain meaningless. 

To conclude, I would like to say that in this Conference we 

have heard from great statesmen references to the increasing , 

membership of the family of non-aligned nations, their greater 

solidarity, the great role they have played in the arena of inter

national affairs, and the hopes that have been expressed for future 

impact of the policy of non-alignnent for us is a national cause. 

We have maintained it not without great sacrifice. It has 

cost us a lot. We have received the least financial assistance for 

our greatest need. Our socio-economic development, our progress, 

has been slow and our backwardness caused only by our wars against 

colonialism, still persists, but we are determined to follow the 

policy of non-alignment. We are proud to march with those of you 

to the end of the road, to peace and justice and progress, but only 

with honour alli dignity. 



Appendix V 

.Follewing is tba text of the statement by tbe Head 

of State and Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud delivered at the 

first session of the fifth summit meeting of beads of state 

and government of the nonaligned countries in Colo.bo. 

Madame President: 

I am very pleased to participate in the firth conference 

of the non-aligned countries. 
~ 

It is also a cause for pleasure 

that this conference is held, for tbe first time in Asia, and 

in one or its beautiful countries, Sri Lanka. 

Your Excellency's vast experience in political affairs 

and international relations give us added c0nfidence that this 

conference will conclude, and meet ·its great responsibilities 

successfully. 

With the expression of this confidence I convey my own 

and my delegation's thanks for your excellency's, your government~ 

and your people's warm welcome and hospitality, ana present 

to the people of Sri Lanka the message of best and sincere 

wishes of the people of Afghanistan. 

Madame President: 

In the outset I wish to say Afghanistan sincerely 
, 

hopes that at the conclusion, the Cola.bo gathering will be 

registered in world history .as a gathering of concc.rcl, unity 

and solidarity. I tberefoJ78 declare full cooperation or the 
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delegation _ot Atghanistan with missions of other rountries 

represented in the conference, at all levels, with spirit ins

pired by the principles of non-alignment to which we have always, 

and thoroughly adhered, and shall continue to do so. 

Madame President. 

In the course of the first world war, in spite of d if'fer

ent pressures, Afibanistan was able to, by the strength ,of the 

will of her people, to preserve her neutrality, and this neu

trality.continued during World War II. Hence non-alignment to 

us not only is not a changeable policy, but is also an unchange. 

able conviction. 

After the Belgrade conference, tbis is ·_ .. the first 
' 

time that I personally attend a summit meeting of the nonaligned 

countries. Tbe increasing number of the non-aligned countries 

and the important role they have played·since then for preser

vation ot world peace and security, gives me special satisfaction. 

This gathering reminds us of the first gathering 0f the lead~rs 

of the non-aligned countries held 15 years ago in Belgrade. In 

that gathering the non-aligned countries sensed the need that for 

deltyering humanity from ruin,. a course of conciliation and 

rapport be searched between the two blocs. Tbese wishes and this 

sense of necessity brought us first together in Belgrade, and 

since then the non-aligned movement not only took shape as a 

group, but alse emerged as a spiritual force for the cause of 

preservation or world peace and security. 

Hence the autbenticitt or this movement ought to be 
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preserved-and the nan-aligned countries ought to forestall every 

move that would weaken this movement. In the changing world of 

today the non-aligned movement can, ana ought to suit itself 

to new conditions, but the non-aligned count~ies must not forget 

the objectives and criteria of this movement. 

The flexibility and freedom or individual member 

countries must not go as far as to change the concept of non

alignment into a shapeless conception. The definitive frame

work of the criteria of non-alignment evolved years before' tn 

Belgrade, and these criteria, despite the changes in the poll

tical complexions ot the world, remain valid, and they are 

still essential. It depends upon as the non-aligned countries 

to ensure that these criteria remain intact. 

The non-alignment movement must not consider its mission 

accomplished. This mission is still in its beginqing, and only 

adherence to a genaine policy of.non-alignment that can play its 

role in preservation of the world peace and security, can 

successfully fulfi~l it. 

When we think of the basic principles of non-alig~nt, 

and loyalty to them, concurrence of vie~s only on criteria ot 

military non-alignment is not sufficient for defence of_non

alignment. In agreements among the non-aligned countries them

selves, consideration of universal interests is important, and 

alse, if the developed countries treat one or some of the non

aligned countries in a way which would be discriminatory to the 

spirit of non-alignment, surrender ott be non-aligned countries 

to this must be recognised as defying the principle ot non-
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Madame President: 
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This conference is convened under conditions and circum

stances of important changes occur1ng in world situation, and. 

the world is on the threshold or still further changes. Thus 

the future role that these countries ought to play, must be 

mentioned before anything else. 

While classic colonialism bas not been totally eliminated, 

yet, the roots of neo~colonialism are becoming stronger. The 

will of exploitation, in ·greater number of manifestations, is 

dominant on all continents formerly under colonial dominance. 

Economic and social imbalance is increasingly forced on peoples 

and nations. All these are to the detriment of world peace and 

security. 

The political freedoms that have been attained in Asia, 

Africa and Latin America are doomed by injustice, and economic 

inequity. Fighting this injustice is often far more difficult 

than battling classic colonialism. 

The only bope that we can retai.n more or less is the 

creation or a spirit of unity, solidarity and cooperation. But 

the obstacles inhibiting the creation of the spirit of unity, 

solidarity, and cooperation, engulf the entire developing world. 

Added to the political differences most of which are creations of 

old emanating from neo-colonialism in these continents. Like

wise the countries of the third world continue to arm themselves. 

But in most cases this is imposed on them, on the one hand, by 
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the atmosphere or mistrust resolution or tensions, rivalries, 

ideological disputes among them, and on the other, as a result 

of the arms race whicb goes on anabated among the great powers. 

Madame President 

Ot·late we bear of detente. We have to say it is goo~. 

But we cannot ignore the fact that a detente resalting from respect 

to the principle of co-existence differs from a detente brought 

about by rear. What is more important is that detente must be 

universal. What can be the most important feature of world peaoe 

and security is world-wlde co-existence which can emanate from a 

spirit of sincere cooperation tor the balanced 1Dlprovements f'or . 
human race in all parts of' the world in the interest of pe·rma-

nent world peace and security. 

The greatest dangers. that threaten the world have not yet 

been eliminated,_ and efforts. for their el1m1nat1on are beeom1ng 

slower ~every day. The situation in the Middle East, and the 

racist pol1t ics in Africa are outstanding examples or this reality. 

Not only the expa.ns.tonist policy of' Israel, occupation of Arab 

territori$s, ana non-recognition of' the legitimate rights of the 

Palestinians, the policy of' apartheid in South Africa, and the 

oppressive minority government in Rhodesia, and usurpation of' the 

rights of Namibia continue, but dangerous activi~ies are taking 

place tor the creation ~r a South Africa-Rhodesia-Israel axis. 

To Afghanistan the Middle East, and the situation in Africa is 

not merely an Arab-Israeli, black and white issue, but a gravely 

dangerous situation for world peace. 
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In the ljght of prevailing conditions and world situa-

tion, this conference ought to deliberate more deeply, all 

issues, and adopt a clear and collective policy towards tbem. 

Madame President: 

On the basis of its pol~tical belief Afghanistan de

sires that issues and problems be solved by peaceful means. 

Tbe policy of Afghanistan, on t!'le. basis ef its attitude 

of non-ali~ent, is based on friendship with all peaceloving 

countries of the world. 

The nonalignment movement to us is not resigning from 

world ~ssaes, but an active and positive policy. This policy 

cannot condone, in any manifestation, or any part of the world, 

conciliation witb aggression, annexation and occupation of 

territories, trampling of human rights and freedoms, and opposing 

the right for self-~etermination and national sovereignty. 

Compromise is one of the accepted principles of diplo

macy, but is not acceptable in all instances. Bow can one 

compromise with aggression and annexation of the soil of a 

country, racism, Zionism, F.ac1sm or any o~ber policy contrary to 
... 

individual and collective rights of people and nations. 

Here, once again, I wish to express tbe full support 

of Afghanistan for the independence movement of the people of 

Palestine restoration of tbe usurped rights of this people, 

restoration of Arab. sovereignty over Jerusalem, ana the 

necessity of full evacuation by Israeli forces of occupied Arab 

I 
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I likewise express the full support· or Afghanistan for 

the i:n4ependence of Namibia, elimination of apartheid, and tbe 

minority and illegal government in Rhodesia. 

Unfortunately so far we have not succeeded to impress 

upon those wbo perhaps do not wish to understand that the non

aligned count~es are a group of countries that share the same 

opinion and .the same thought,· and must in no way l>e construed 

as a bloc and should in no way be allGwed to assume, in one 

way or another, the form of a bloc. I~ is essential that in this 

conference,_ not only in its joint communique, but also in a 

special statement it be declared that the non-aligned countries 

are desirous ef friendship with east and west. 

Madame President: 
. 

Very strong publicity media have confused public opinion 

in some continents, and have stirred public thinking there against 

the nonaligned countries, and we must enlighten public opinion 

in·a way so that they compel governinents to change their policies 

in the interest of developing countrtes, and ,the peoples of these . 

continents understand the colossal political, economic and social 

affiictions of As.ia, Atr1ca and Latin America and sympatbtse 

with them. 

It must be unambiguously illucidated that we do not wish 

conflict, and tt must not be imposed upon us. We must be 

aware that the threats posed to us, are to provoke us. We 

must not allow these provocations to succeed. On the other 

band Afghanistan believes that it is not in the interest of the 

third world to politictse each and every issue. This observation 



. 12f; 

relates more to the .• c01lom1c area, and points at our relations 

with the developed wtrld. 

The establishme!Z of the new world economic order is 

a must, and our difficulties 1n t b1s context must be solved 

through urderstanding so that tbey bear practical results. 

Before this new order is installed. worldwide, and the two_· 

other worlds reach an agreeraentvith the third world, in a 

way that would entail universal 1oterestss 1t is essential 

that the group or nonaligned countries laY lts foundation 

among themselves as the framework or cooperation between the 

countries ot third world. 

While self-reliance is one of our main goals, seeking 

this target, individually, is not sutficient, and must be 

promoted in a collective way. 

We have agreed with the new world economic order with 

the condition ot equal sovereignty among states and nations 

disregarding the differences 1n their economic and social sya

teiDS, and ellminated of prevailing injustices among the de• 

veloping and developed countries. As we have stated before 

practical waY tor achievement of this objective 1s concord and 

cooperation among the non-aligned countries its extension to 

the third world, and after that understanding with the develop• 

ed countries. 

In the LiDia conference it was said that the objective 

is rapid development of close economic, financial, se1ent1f1c, 

technical and cultural cooperation among non~ligned countries 

and developing coWltr1es through a particular mechan1sm wb1ch 
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would be created tor materialisation ot real cooperation 

a11ong them. But economic difficulties especially in the area 

ot trade among the non-aliglled countries stood in the vay of 

tangible progress in application of these lofty concepts. 

Thaa, and every conference llllSt ~ put the assessment and appli-
, 

cation of past agreement on the top ot its ageada. 

The only effective factor ensuring world wide eco

nomic unde~stancling 1s non-allgDJBent because only non-aligned 

countries are 1n the position to cooperate with both east and 

vest, and invite them to ensure ~uaanity•s interests. 

For virtue of their importance two things must receive 

serious consideration. First we must move our policies from 

sentiments to reality. SecondlY what are .rely accords on 

paper will have DO practical value in our ova interrelation

ships or in our relations witb other countries of the world. 

Per baps our lack of total success in t be development decade 

are aostly due to tbe lack of attention to, or scant attention 

to tbese tw important principles. 

This cont~ence can not obscure the tact that an ex

panding gap does not exist only among the developing &Dd the 

developing countries must think seriously aDd conscienciously 

about this gap among themselves. If we cannot build a new 

order among ourselves, that would prevent the videDiag of tbe 

gap among ourselves , how can ve bridge the gap existing among 

us and tbe developed countries, or expect to do so. 

Afghanistan not onlY considers putting a stop to' tbe 

'· -.;;·-· ""'\ 
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widening of this gap in tbe international scene essential, but 

also considers it iaportant on national level of each 1nd1-

v1dllal countries, aDCl construes it as an important diaension 

of aational development which also relates to international 

cooperation. 

The conference oUght to attach special importance to 

studY and assessment of long term relations between the de

veloping and tbe developed countries. These two groups of na

tions must together determine the nature of these relations, 

and cooperate w1tb eaeb otber in their implementation. 

Madam President: 

we are aware that there are powers in the world that 

do not find the wishes of the greater part of humanity compati

ble with their own interests and hence they try to undermine 

our u.nity. This is a danger threatening all developing co\lllt

~ies. The onl.y deterrent against this danger is maintaining 

a firm political w1ll so that wa aay preserve our solidarity, and 

thus resist one of the most dqgerous weapon of new-colo

nialism. 

Madam President: 

In conclusion I ld.sh to draw the attention of the con

ference to a sabject vhicb is of vital importance to the land• 

locked countries. These countries by force of nature, or as 

a result of colonialism are deprived of tbe advantages of access 

to sea. Colonialism not olily undermined their development 
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vbile it was in power, but after el11!linatim ot colonialism 

theY are left in a position that cieter their development, and 

Wlless it is tended to, it will remain as an obstacle. The 

landlocked countries at time~ are subjected to economic pres

sores which culminate in economic blockades. 

The littoral non-aligned countries must commit them

selves to support the stand of the aon-a11gned countries in 

this conterencet and other 1nterDational conferences. we 

expect this conference to make firm official recommendations 

on this su~ject to the next session of the tlnited lations 

General Assembly and other international gatherings aDd effec

tivelY cooperate and collaborate with the landlocked countries 

tor their application in various gatherings. The new world 

order can DOt be construed as complete without due attention 

to this subject. 

't I I . ~f, .. 
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