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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 



The second world. which projected itself as an alternative and 

a counterbalance of power to the 11doaned 11 capitalist order is 

in a deep crisis, seems allr.ost irrevocable, sho'Wing that the 

socialist politics and econani.cs practised in most parts of the 

1 socialist 1 world has failed. The popular movements against the 

1 socialist' regimes in Eastern Europe and their subsequent rep

lacement by non-socialist goverJ111ents clearly indicate that the 

people are no longer sBtisfied ~ith the system that had once 

offered them a better fut~re. Whether the failure can be ascri

b~i to Marxism or r.ot is a question of vital importa.r~ce and 

t~ focal point of one of the most debated topics today - the 

relevance of Marxism. Does the popular upsurge against the 

'socialist 1 regimes mean that the people have rejected Marxisn 

as their ideology? This question leads to another important 

one - whether people ever accepted Marxisn as their ideology? 

The investigation into the process of Marxist ideological 

dissemination attract more importance in the context or present 

crisis in the socialist world. The studies on the Marxist 

ideological dissemination need to address themselves to the pro

blems not only in the 'sbcialist 1 world but wherever the 

Marxist politics has a significant p~esence. In the third 
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world, Marxist politics mainly opposi. tional to the state power 

still holds an influence over the people as against the erstwh

ile socialist states 1-1here Marxist politics was completely iden-

tified with the state. Large sections of the ?eople in the 

third worlrl look up to socialism as an alternative to capitalism 

and Marxism has not lost much of its attraction as an opposi

tional ideology. As the third world situation differs fran that 

of the 'socialist' world, the stu:iy of the process of dissem

ination of ~1ar..dst ideas in the third world demands a different 

approach. 

The attempt here is to focus a1 some problems of Marxist 

ideological dissemination in a given Indian situation. 

As distinct from most other parts of the country, the 

Marxist political moveneri. in Kerala gave much importance to 

the propagation of ideas which had a good audience in the 

state. It is tended to assune that the ideology of Marxism 

does have enonnrus infiuence over the Kerala society, judging 

by the extent of popular support the canmunist movement enjoys 

in the state. However the relatiooship between the mass base 

of the communist movement an:l the influence of the ideology it 

preaches has not been subjected to historical research, so far. 

Numerrus studies that exist.eci on the canmunist movement in_ 

Kerala mainly . deal with the problans of mobilisation of camnuni

st support base in electoral campaigns and victories and party 

programnes and their implementation. Though these studies make 
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passing references to the problems of Marxist ideological diss-

eruination and its impact oo the cultural and intellectual life 

of Kerala, none of them focuses on this theme. 

The canmunist movement in Kerala evoked considerable inte-

rest amoog the academic and non-academic circles after its 

electoral victory to the State legislature in 1957. Most of 

the studies on the carununist movement emanated fran this new 

found interest. Quite naturally the studies originated primarily 

fran the curiosity to observe how the canmunists function within 

a system sought to be destroyed by them, centred arou.nd the 

perfonnance of carununiSt State government. How the camnuniete 

able to establish fint base 
I~ 

when they could \11€ re a in!\ S,tate 

not do 50 in moat other parte of the country was also a 

question that intJ'igued them. The reasons for canmuni at s' 

15ucess in Kerala was sought mainly in econondc, political and 

social specificities of Kera.la. 

Victor M. Fie in his book, Kerala: Yenan of Irxiia ••• ·,tries 

to analyse ccmnunist politics in Kerala in relation 'With the 

strategies adopted by the camnunist party at national level. 

The popular support of the party is explained as the success 

of its strategies adopted according to the subnational 

1. Victor M. Fie, Kerala: Yenan of India - Rise of Canm.unist 
Power 1937-'69, Nachiketa, Banbq, 1969. 
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specificities, especially the peculiari tiee of caste systan, of 

Kerala. The electoral performance of the Carununist Party and of 

other political parties have been examined in detail in order 

to explain the :impacts the party' e strategies and tactics had 

h~ on its popular support. 

The more comprehensi. ve study by T.J. Nossitter, Canmunism in 

Kerala: A Study in Political Adaptation, is also concerned with 

the functioning of canmuni st provincial goverrment ld.thin the 

framework of 1'the bourgeois quasi-fErleral democracy". 2 Exhausti-

vely using primary and secc:ndary materiale, Nossitter tries to 

analyse the nature of comuunist intervention 
,...... 

in Kerala's econ~i~ ...__... 

and political life. The ieeuee inclu:iing the nature of the 

canmunists 1 interaction 'kith the various social factors like 

caste and the nature an::! effects or canr.unist politics in 

relation with the sccio-econanic relatione are also the concerne 

of Noesitter' s study. 

G.K. Lieten' s monograph on the first ccmn.unist ministry in 

Kerala focuses on the govermnental aspects of the first camnunist 

ministry •3 He also searches poll tical reasons for the canmunist 

2. T.J. Nossitter, Camnuniem in Kerala: A Stuiy in Political 
Adaptation, Oxford, 1982 • 

.3. G. K. Li eten, "?-T.:;:he.;;.._~F~ir~st~--.cann.;;;;o,;;luni=~st---;;.;;Mi;;:;.ni;;.;;.;:st:;.;;.-:ry_ ... in--._K-.e-...r ... a..,la=' 
Bagchi, - Calcutta, 1982. 

K.P. 
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success in the state. H.. Ramalo'ishnan Nair's How Canrnuniste Came 

to Pofter in Kerala attempts to give an overview of the communist 

pol1tics before the carummiets came to power in the State.4 

Cc.mmunali an vs Ccmmunism... by P.M. Mammen ie a study m inter-

play of various socio religious canrnunities in Kerala 1s polity 

and society. 5 The canmunists 1 interaction with these forces also 

forms a part of the study. 

The micro level studies conducted by Robin Jeffrey, Kathleen 

Gough and Robert L. Hardgrave throw new lights on the nature of 

communist interaction in Kerala 1 s social life.
6 

Kathleen Gough 

looks at the problem of grassroot mcbili sat ion of the Canmuniet 

Party. The problems of the canmunists' adoption to the bourge-

oi e power structure i e trfte Hardgrave 1 e theme. Robin Jeffrey 

sets out to analyee the dynamics of Kerala society before the 

formation years of the Canounist Party. Though ~he does not 

exclude the electoral performance of the Canmunist Party tran 

4. R. Ramakrishnan Nair, How Camnunists Came to Power in Kerala, 
Academy of Political Science, Tri.vamrum, 1969. 

5· P.M. Mammen, Canmurdsn vs Camnuna.lillll : A Study of the Socio
Religious Canmunities and Political Parties in Kerala, 1822-1970, 

Minerva, Calcutta, 1981. 

6. Kathleen Gough, 'Village Politics in Kerala 1 , ~~ 20 Feb. and 
'Z7 Feb., 1965;R.Jeffrey, 1Matril.iiley, Marxism and the Birth of 
the Camnunist Party in Kerala 1930-401 , Joumal of Asian Studies, 
November, 1978; Hardgrave, R.L., •Caste and Kerala Blecticas•, 
Ecmanic Weekly, 17 April 1965. 
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ll,vt 

his analyses, it is not the main concem in a:Il:1 of his 

studies. 

K.K.N. Kurup' s monograph, Kayyur Riot: A Terrorist Episode ••• 

is a study on a peasant revolt led by the Canmunist Party in 

North Malabar in 1941. 7 The study tries to Flllalyse the peasant 

revolt Cll the background of the peasant movement in Malabar and 

the communist politics of the period. K.C. George's book on 

1Punnapra Vayalar1 revolt. is not an academic account of the 

revolt.<(? The book compiles the personal versions of the parti-

cipants. The author who was one of the leaders of the strugg-

les gives his analytical views on the then existing political 

and economic situation. 

1 Canmuni st Party Keralathil 1 by E.M. S. N amboodirippad and 

•Keralathile Canmunist Prasthanam' by N.E. Bal.aram are two books 

in Malayalam that deal with the history of the canmunist move

ment in Kerala. 9 E.M.S. Namboodirippad, one of the founder mem-

bers of the Camnunist Party in the state, traces back the 

7. K.K.N. Kurup, The Kayyur Riot: 
Nationalist !-1ovement in Kerala, 

A Terrorist ££isode in the 
Sandhya, Cali cut, 1978. 

8. K.C. George, Immortal Punnapra Vayalar, PPH 1 New Delhi, 1975. 

9. E.M.S. Namboodirippad, Canmunist Partz K~~' Chinta, Triva
rrlrum, 1988; N.E. Balaram, Keralathj.le_~]Bnist Prasthanam, 
Pr ab hat , T ri van drum', 1 990. 
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history of the early ccmmunist groups existed before the for

mation of the party. E.M.S explains the changes in strategies 

and policies of the party and touches upm almost all the 

problems related to the camnunist politics in Kerala from the 

formation of the party to the present. 

a descriptive history of the evolution 

in Kerala. The study covers up to the 

N.E. Balaram' s book is 

of the Canmunist Party 

formation of the party. 

As the foregoing review suggests, none of the works Cll 

canmunist movement in Kerala gives central importance to the 

question of Marxist ideological di ssemir..ation and the cultural 

and intellectual aspects of carununist political practice. 

The present study focuses on the dissood.nation of Marxi.st 

ideas in Kerala from 1939 to 1952. The question as to how 

Marxist ideas were being interpreted and propagated b,y the 

Canmuni st Party will be the main coocern of the study. The 

camnunist propagan:ia or the period fran 1939 to 1952 forms the 

main source. Though the 

ideas predate the advent 

formation of the party 

attempts to learn and propagate Marxist 

of the Canna.mist Party, the year of the 

has been chosen as the starting point 

here with the intention to study the nature of dissemination 

of Marxist ideas in relation to a definite b1lbject, i.e., the 

Canmunist Party, with which Mar.JCism was cmnpletely identified in 

Kerala. It is hoped tret the study based pdmerlly on the 

carununist propaganda of a given period may help to have an 
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UDierstan:U.ng of the nature of ideas that encountered the Kerala 

society and also of the manner in which they had been prq>aga

ted. 

The inO.uence of Marxist ideas on the literature ani art 

of the pericx:l also forms part of the study. 

Many of the conceptual and methcrlological questiQ'ls encamt

ered by the theme may remain unresolved despite attempts to 

answer them. Many of them need more intense research. 

To historically locate the Marxist ideolqgical intervention, 

it is necessary to determl.ne the nature of ideologies that had 

been operating in Kerala before the advent of Marxism. 

The questions related to culture need a different conceptu

al framework. Whether the communiets intentionally or unintention

ally v1ere able to break the hegemooy of daninant culture and 

produce a counter culture is a question of vital importance that 

demands a deep analysis of the cultural patterns before the 

·Mar:x:i st intervention and after. 

To situate the process of dissa:ni.nation of Marxist ideas 

in Kerala in a sound conceptual frameowork is beyond the 

scope of this study. The present 

solving any theoretical questions 

subject. The attempt here is to 

study has no pretensions of 

raised in relation to the 

doc1.1nent the ideas prqlagated 

as Marxist ideas in Kerala in a peri. or.:! in which ccrrununists 1 

attanpt to penetrate the society was on the high. The attempt 
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to draw the main trends in the literature and art or the 

period is intended to give an overview or the nature or inte

raction or Marxist ideas in Kerala culture. 



Chapter I 

RADICAL IDEAS AND THE FO~TI~ 
OF TH! COMMUNI sr P OOY 



Radical ideas and left wing politics anerged in Kerala in the 

wake of the prola1ged struggles against the traditional social structure 

that excluded no section of society. Socio-political movements of the 

late 19th and the early 2oth centruy were the manifestaticns of the ris-

ing consciousness among the people. The struggles of the oppressed for 

social equality had shaken the foundations of the rigidly- strati-

fied Kerala society. The SNDP Yogam, the organisation which spearhead-

ed this move112nt, was able to challenge the hierarchical social 

structure with its superior leadership and ideology. 1 The social 

reform movem.mts did net confine to the lower castes alGne. The 

struggles between the conservatives and radicals occured within all 

castes and catununities. Thus the social reform movements were instru

mental in creating~ new awakening among the masses. 2 

Robin Jeffrey argues that the c~Junist ideas were acceptable 

to the masses in Kerala because they needed an ideology that 

could fill up the ideolqsical void created after the destruction 

of the tra:iitional matrilineal system and its ideology) When 

1. Robin.,. Jeffrey, 1The Social Origins of a Caste Association 1875-
1905: The Founding of SNDP Yogam', South Asia, October 1974, 
p. 58. 

2.. E.M.s. Namboodirippad, Nambbcxiiriye Manushz~.2k~~' 1944, 
p. 34. 

J. Robi.n Jeffrey, 'Matrlliney, Marxism and the Birth of the 
Canr::runist Party in Kerala1 , Journal Of _ _A.~ian_.§t~ie.£!., November, 
1978, p. 98. 
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Marxism came to Kerala, the traditional ideological system was 

almost canpletely destroyed. 4 

The first unit of the Ccumnmist Party in Kerala was foz

med in 1937 as a secret group cmsisting of five leading 

Ca1gress Socialists. It was many years after t~ fonnation of 

the Canmunist Party of India.5 It took two years more for 

the secret group to becane a full fledged poll tical party. 6 

Though the official formation of the party took place later, 

the camrnmist ideas found expression in various forms much 

before. 

The Camnunist League, the first organisational ex:Iression ot 

Marxist ideas in Kerala dates back to 1931. A trade union 

and sane youth organisations were org~ised b.Y this 

group 
. 7 

in Tri vandrum. They translated the manifesto 

4. P .c. Joshi and K.Damodaran, Marx Canes to India, Manohar Book 
House, Delhi, 1975. · 

5. ~ifferences exist a1. the date of formation of the Canmunist 
Party of India. 1920, 1925 and 1934 are the dates given by 
different schools. (See G. Adhikari, Documents of the Canmuni
st Party of India, Vol. I, PPH, New Delhi, 1971; l-iuzaffar 
Ahmed, Canmunist Party of India: Years of Foundation, National 
Book Agency, Calcutta, 1959; E.u.s. N8lnboodirippad, Ca:DI!lunist 
Partz Ke_ralathil, Chinta, Trivandrum, 1988~ 

6. The Canmunist Party started functioning ammg the masses 
after Decenber 1939. 

7. N. E. Balaram, Keralathile Canmunist_g~U}.~~ Prabhat, Triva
rrlrum, 1990, P. 5"6. 
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prepared by the Meerut conspiracy detenues and published it in 

the name of the Kerala provincial ccmmittee of the In:iian 

Comnunist Party, though such a link had not been established. 

The objective of the group was "the establisl'ment of ctt~plet.e 

Swarajya and a system of society based upm canmunal owner!hip 

and canmunal control of the means and instrumente of production, 

and distribution of wealth by arxi in the interest of the 

whole camnunity of In:iia. n8 The Canmunist League had not. 

accepted the leadership of the nationalist movement and expree-

sed its disapproval of the way in Wiich the Congress led the 

freed em struggle. The Canmuni st League .,as bai".ned in the same 

year of its formation. The fact that this group was short 

lived and its activities had been confined to lim.i ted areas do 

not undennine its significance as the first organisation in 

Kerala that tried to translate Marxist ideas into practice. 

\ 
The younger and radical sections of the nationalist move-

·· ment in Kerala were dissatisfied with the mcderate policies 

pursued by the nationalist leadership. The failures of the 

second civil disobedience movement and the Guruvayoor Satyagraha 

were two important events that caused wide scale discontent 

8. N.P. Kurukkal, Pamphlet issued en behalf of the Kerala 
Provincial Organisation of Indian C<mnurtbt Party, 
Trivandrum, 1931. 
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within the Congress. 9 The disccntented sections were in search 

of new avenues and were attracted to radical am lett wing 

ideas. A branch of .Anuseelan Samiti, a terrorist organisation 

based in Bengal, was formed at this period. The biographer of 

P. Krishnapillai. sums up the factors that had an immediate 

bearing on Kerala' s as well aa the national politics or the 

period: 

••• the functioning of canmunist groups, the 
articles- written in praise of the October 
Revolution and the Soviet system by P andit 
J awaharlal Nehru... hie later series of arti
cles entitled "Whither India?", the peasant 
upsurge in U.P. and Punjab; the formation of 
trade unicns; the Meerut conspiracy case 
trial; the inclusion or national leaders of 
the stature or Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Dr. K. N. Katju and Btdlabai Desai 1n 
the defence canmittee or the Meerut conspiracy 
case; the echoes of the victory of the 
Soviet first five year plan made audible in 
Kerala by the forceful writings of K.P .Kesava 
menoo, A.K. Pillai, A. Balakrislma Pillai, 
Sahodaran Ayyappan ani M.C. Joseph. These 
were the various factors which together 
created a favourable si tua.tion. 10 

9. Guruvayoor Satyagraha ( 1932) was a mass movement led by 
the Kerala state Congress Canmittee for the temple 
entry of all sections inclt.rling . the untouchables. The 
struggle was withdrawn with the advice of Gandhi without 
getting the danand fulfilled. 

10. T.V. Krishnan, Kerala'a Fir~t Ccll1luunist, New Delhi, 
CPI Publication:197~-p:--28·;-·--·--·-
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The Congress Socialist Party was the manifestation of the 

growing discontent towards the nationalist political leadership 

as lolell as o~ the influence of the emerging socialist ideas 

in Kerala 1 s politics. 11 The young Congressmen who had been in 

jail during the second civil disObedience movement had a crucial 

role in forming the Congress Socialist Party in Kerala. 

In jail they got. the opportunity to meet many radical and left 

wing leaders fran outside the state and through them learnt 

about the emerging left wing ideae within and outside the 

nationalist movement. 12 They also had the opporttmity to learn 

more about the Soviet Union and socialism. The~e ideas had 

11. The Congress Socialists 1 differences 'With the Congress leader
ship was well articulated by A.K.Pillai, one of the 
leading ideologues of the Kerala Congress Socialist Party, 
in his welcane address to the 3rd Conference of the party. 
He held that the Congress capitulated to the vested inter
ests, had let down the hopes of radical youth who joined 
it with great enthusiasn. He explained how it became impe
rative to form a new organisation, the Congress Socialist 
Party as part of the searching for new avenues to 
socialisu (Welcane speech by A.K. Pillai in the Jrd Catfe
rence of the Kerala Congress Socialist Party, Talassery, 
14. 6. 1936). A.K. Pillai'~ opinions on Congress and on the 
need for a new political organisation were not his persooal 
views but cQ:J.ID.only shared by the young Congress Socialists 
who were di si.llusioned 'With the nationalist political leader
ship. 

12. "The terrorist leaders, Rabirrlranath Sengupta, T.N.Chakravarty and 
Rcmeshchandra Achar,ya were with us in Kannoor prison. Two Meerut 
conspiracy detenues, Ramakanth Tewary and Jayadev Kapoor also joined 
us •.. through than we got the opportunity to know more about the 
growing radical ideas." (K.P. Gopalan, in CPI 40th Anniversary Sou
ve nier, CPI Kerala State Council, p. 198). 
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generated new hcpes and the policies pursued by the nationalist 

leadership had been foum incapable to realise these hopes. It 

was realised that a funiamental. change in the participation and 

the leadership of the movement was necessary. They came out 

of the jails with the decision to work among the masses to 

ensure mass participation in the national struggle and thereb7 

give a new direction to the national movement. Kerala tmit of the 

Congress Socialist Party was formed 
13 

by these young Congreesr1en. 

When the Cmgresa Socialist Party was formed by the lef't 

wing wi. thin the Congress it becane the rallying point of the 

radical sections in t.he Congress. The Congress Socialist Party 

involved with organising peasant movement, trade unions and 

various mass organisations. The activities of these organisations 

helped to draw large sectioos of masses into the anti colmial 

struggle. The rift between the left and the right wings in 

the Cmgress became evident on the issues raised by the 

peasants and trade tmions struggles. The left wing and the 

right wing of the Congress had been vaguely identified as the 

13.. "After the second civil disobedience movement, the Congress 
activists had a meeting in which they ·discussed about 
Nehru's article on socialism ( 'Wither Irrlia? 1 ) and decided 
to form. a socialist party in Kerala. All the participants 
were important Congressmen who had been in jail durlng the 
last ci ·vtl disobedience movement." (P. Krishnapillai, COf!.8J~ 
Soc~&._ Part;y:, Prabhatham, May Day Special, 1939) 
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•Congress of the poor• and the •congress of the rich' respecti-

14 
vely. 

Before the advent of the Congress Socialist Party there 

hsd been attempts to organise the working class into trade 

unions and make them conscious of the need to fight for their 

-
rights. The new awareness manifested in the railway workers• 

strike in 1928 and in the activities of various trade unions 

formed in the early 1930s. The Congress Socialist. Party tried 

to coordinate the activities of various trade unions am give a new 

orientation to the trade union movement by relating it to 

the political struggles. The all Kerala trade union conference 

called by the Congress Socialist Party at Kozhikooe in 1935 

was the first State level trade union conference held in 

Kerala.15 Many trade unions and trade union struggles had been 

organised mder the leadership of the Congress Socialists. When 

the second all Ke rala trade union conference was held in 1937, 

the total nunber of trade unions in Kerala was 16 and by 

14. K • .Madhavan, P~yaewiniyude Theerathu, Prabhat, Trivandrl.lll, 
1987, P• 49. 

15. All the trade unions represented in this Conference with the ooly 
one exception of Travancore Labour Association came into existence 
in the period between 1930 and 1935. Travancore Labour Association 
was fonned in 1922 (Puthuppally Raghavan, ~gha~-~at,llante Jeeva
charitram, Prabhat, Trivarrlrum, 1939, p. 35 • The other praninent 
Ui'ilor1s ___ represented in the conference included Cochin Labour 
Union, 'frichur I.abour Un:i.on, North Malabar Labour Union and 
Trivandrt,.n Press Workez·s Union (N.E. Balaram, Keralathile Canmunist 
Prasthanam, Prabhat,. Trivandrum, 1990, p. 100~ 
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1939 it increased to 59.1;6 

The landless and middle peasants constituted the bulk of 

the peasant movement built up by the Congress Socialist Party, 

which established a strong base in North Malabar and certain 

areaa in South Malabar. Unlike in Malabar, the peasant grieva-

nces did not lead to militant struggles in Travancore am 

Cochin though the peasant movemEilt had its units in these 

States. The lan:iownersbip in these states were more diffused 

am the snail landholders were more prosperOU! as against the 

situation in Malabar where a few landlords owned most of the 

land and the tenants• position was highly vulnerable.l 7 As 

:nost or the larrllords were caste H.indue, the peasant struggles 

against landloNli 9ll had shaken the foundations o! caste daninance 

in Malabar. .. 

The Congress Socialist Party attempted to organise different 

sectioos of the society into their respective organisations. The 

All ~ialabar Students Federation and the Elementary School Teachers 

Union were praninent among them. The primary school teachers 

who had frueht for their rights through the union had also 

t6. N. E. Balaram, Keralathile Canmunist Prasthanam, Prabhat, 
Trivandrum, 1990, pp. 104 and 150. 

1'/. Robin Jeffrey, Matriliney, 1Marxisn and the Birth of the 
Canmunist Party in Kerala', Journal of Asian sttrlies, 
Nov. 1978; T .J. Nossitter, CQrliU!dsn-Inlfe"i.ala, Oxford, 1982, 
P• 77. ·---·----
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played a major role in propagating socialist ideas among the 

18 masses. Despite their pathetic economic position the teachers 

enjoyed social respectability an:l their involvement in lett 'Wing 

politics helped to draw sections fran the middle class, mainly 

from rural areas to the struggles led by the Congress Socialis

ts.19 The student movement provided a new educated cadre base 

to the lett wing of the nationalist movemEilt. 20 The Ccngrese 

Socialists had a leading role in the fonnation and activities 

of the 'Jeevatsahitya Sa.nghatana', the progresei ve literary move-

ment that got inspiration fraa. the All Imia Progressive 

'Writers Aseociation.21 The Congress Soc iali st s actively p a.rti-

cipated in cultural activities and tried to use art and literature 

for political propaganda. 

18. The primary school teachers in Malabar 'Were poorly paid and 
'Were at the mercy of the all powerful private management. 
The El.EI:lentary School Teachers' Union fought for better 
salaries and against the highhandedness of the private 
management. The teachers union did not confine to the 
teachers' demands but actively participated in the freedan 
struggle. The teachers were also in the forefront of cultural 
activities. They tried to emphasise the necessity for a 
fun:iamental social change based on socialist ideas. 

19. Intervie'W 'With P.T. Bhaskara Pan.ikkar, Trivandrum, 5. 5. 19SO. 

20. Interview "With Kallat Krishnan, Kozhikode, 21. 5. 19SO. 
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The leadership of the Ccmnunist Party of India had been in 

constant touch with many of the leading congress socialists in 

Kerala and a unit of the Camnunist Party was formed in 1937. 
22 

The ccmm.uni st s did not split away fran the natiooalist movement 

but remained in the Congress Socialist Party ani functioned as 

the left wing in the Congress and were able to gain control 

over the Kerala Pradesh Congress Camnittee in the years fran 

1938 to 1940. 
23 The right w1~ in the Congress dissociated 

itsel! fran left. leadership and accused thEm of unleashing 

violence violating the basic principles of the nationalist 

movemE!lt.24 The rift. within the Catgress led to the disnissal 

22. P. Sundara¥Ya and S.V. Ghate, the two pranin~nt canmunist 
leaders had visited Malabar many times and established cont
acts with sane of the leading Congress Socialists. s. V. Ghat e 
was present in the meeting in which the first canmunist 
unit was formed. The membership of the first l.lli.t is a point 
of dispute. According to E.M.S. Nam.boodirippad \\ho was a member 
of the first unit, four mernbers cc.nstituted the unit 
(E.M.S. NamboodiripPad, Canmunist Party Keralathil, Chinta, 
Trivandrun, 1988. pp. 7 and 65). .Another manber -K. Damodaran 
says that there were five members (K. Dam<Xiaran, 'Puthiyoru 
Party Janikkunnu', Desabhim@i 1 Krishnapillai Souvenir, 1955,p.JQ). 

23. In 1938 Muhammad Abdul Rahman the leader of the nationalist 
Muslims arrl E.M.S. Namboodirippad, the leader of the C~ 
were elected as the President and the Secretary of the 
K.P.C.C respectively. The CSP ani the nationalist Muslims 
together got majority in the K.P .c.c. In the next election 
in 1940 to the K.P.C.C. they were able to maintain the 
majority. 

24. P. Narayanan Nair, 
p. 203. 

Ara Noottandiloo:te, NBS, Kottayam, 1973, --·-... _ .. _ .. _____ ... _ 



of left daninated K.P.C.C. which ultimatelY' led to the breaking 

awa7 at the camnunists fran the natiCllal.ist movement. 25 

The Congress socialists who fought against the right wing 

in the Congress h~ also differences with the national 1 eader-

ship of the Coogress Socialist Part7. The Congress Socl.aliets 

in Kerala did not agree with the critical attitude of ite 

national leadership towards the Soviet Union. For them the 

Soviet UniCll was the real example of socialist practice. Soviet 

Union• s achievements had been an important factor that attracted 

them to sociall st ideas~6 The criticisms of the national 

leadership could not affect their regard for Soviet Union but 

25. The differences between the right and left wing Cl'1 the mode 
of struggle became more evident after the outbreak of the 
Second World War. The K.P.C.C called for protest demonstrations 
against the war on 15th SeptEmber 1940. The right 'Wing opposed 
to it on the grounds that it was against the decision of 
the national leadership which adopt~ the individual Satya
graha as the form of protest. The protest day marked 
violent incidents in various parts and the Congress high 
camnand disnissed the K.P .C.C at the request of the right 
wing and formed an adhoc ccrnmittee. 

26. 11ln those days our knowledge about socialist ideologies 
and its basic tenets were scanty and vague. But we knew 
that what we saw in the Soviet Union uas a reflection of 
those tenets of socialism. Our faich in socialisn was 
further strengthened by the fact that while the capitalist 
countries were facing widespread econond.c crisis 1 the Soviet 
Union was successfully launching its first five year plan 
and that its econQ!dc progress had no parallel in any other 
country. We could not find a better proof to convince 
the people about the capitalist system and the advantage 
of socialism ••• 11 (E.M.S. Namhoo.iiriopad, How I Became a 
ggr~~!.st, Chinta, Trivandrun, 1976, p. l57). 
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contributed to widen the rift between the Kerala unit am the 

national leadership. The Congress Socialists of Kerala had also 

differences with the national leadership on the mode of struggle. 

The differences came to the fore when the Congress Socialists 

took a different stand .from the national leadership on the 

question of war and dananded a mass movement against the war 

imposed upon the Indians. The Congress Socialists who could not 

find justification for the symbolic protest with which the 

national leadership was satisfied instead of a mass movement 

had moved closer towards the Camnunist Party. Ultimately the 

Congress Socialists in Kerala pulled out of the Cmgress Social

ist ?arty 'and joined the C<mnunist Party of Irxiia en masse. 27 

Influence of the camnunist party unit formed in 1937 was vital 

in this transformation. 28 

27. The Congress Socialists in Kerala took the decision to join the 
Canmunist Party in a meeting held at Tellichery in December 1939. 
(N .E. Balaram, Keralathile Canm.unist Prasthanam, Prabhat, Trivand
rum, 1990, p. 239). 

28. The Canmunist ?arty's influence was stronger than the influence 
of All India Congress Socialist Party over the Congress Socialists 
in Kerala during the pericxi 1937-39. As a pamphlet issued by the 
Party in 1943 states 11the Congress Socialists in Kerala had esta
blished close links with the Canmunist Party since 1937. 
It is evident fran a comaprison of the contents of the 
Prabhatam Weekly (the official organ of the CSP in Kerala) of the 
period 1938-39 with the journals, the 'Congress Socialist', the 
organ of the AICSP and the 'National Front 1 of the CPI." 
(Surendran, Ccmnru.nisn Neenal Vazhum, Desabhimani, Kozhikode, 1943, 
p. 8). The ~unist Party unit fonned in 1937 had an import
ant role in this transformation. Various activities of this 
unit such as conducting stu:ly classes and circulating party 
literature including the party• s national journal 'Naticnal 
Front' among the Congress Socialists had helped this prc.cess. 
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Indian National Congress did not involve in the internal 

poll ties of the prineeq states where the struggle was mainly 

against the autocratic rule of native princes and for democratic 
29 

goverment. The Travancore state Congress and the Cochin 

Praja Mandalam, the organisations that led struggles for 1respons-

ible government' in Travancore and Coehin had accepted the lea-

30 dership of Irrlian National Congress. The radical left secticns 

in these <rgani sations had been functioning in close co-operation 

with the Congress Socialist Party. In Cochin the Congress 

Socialist Party had units in a few trade union centres. It 

was not the Congress Socialist. Party but the Trava.ncore Youth 

29. A branch of the Irxiian National Congress was formed in Travan
core in 1938 but was dissolved in the sane year due to 
the Harlpura CC!lgress resolution that decided to keep away 
fran the internal poll ties of the prlncely states (N.E. 
Balaram, Keralathile Camnunist Prasthanam, Prabhat, Trivandrum, 
19<;X), P• 163). 

)0. Vfhen the Indian National Congress dissolved its branch in 
Travancore the popular sentiments against princely rule 
found expression in a new organisation, the Travancore State 
Congress formed in 1938. In Cochin, the government introdu
ced an administrative reform in 1938 according to which 
certain portfolios had been delegated to a minister appointed 
by the king frcm elected legislators. Though the popular dema
rrls were not accepted, the Cochin State Congress was satisfied 
with the minor reform. The peq:>le were disappointed with the 
Cochin state Congress and wanted a new organisation t,hat would 
represent their aspirations. The Cochin State Prajamandalam 
was formed in 19L.1 in this context. The Congress Socialists 
ln Cochin had an active role in the formation arrl activities 
of the Prajamandalam (See K. Damodarclll, and c. Narayana Pilld, 
Keralathile Swadha.nthrya Samaram, Trivandru:n, 1957, pp. 134 and 
181-84. 
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League and the radical group in the Travancore State Congress 

which had links with the CSP that represented left wing poli

tics in Travancore.31 

The trade Wli<:ns and peasant organisations had not confined 

to their economic demands but had taken active part in the 

political life.3 2 Their activities had also helped to give a 

leftward orientation to the politics in Travancore and Cochin. 

The left wing leadership that gave political direction to the 

31. The Travancore Youth League formed in 1931 was in many ways 
a ccntinuation of the C~st League the orgar.isation fo~d 
in 1931. The persons who organised the Canrnunist League were 
the ones who were behind the Youth League also. The Youth League 
had been functioning as a radical section in the Travancore 
State Congre es sine e the latter 1 s formation in 1938. Within 
one year of the f onnation of the State Ccngress, differences 
between the two organisations surfaced to the fore when the 
State Congress witll:l.rew its memorandum of allegations against 
the Travancore Dewan at the behest of Gandhi. The withdrawal 
of the memorandun created widespread disccntent in the State 
and the Youth League vehemently opposed the State Congress 
decision and reiterated the allegations. In 1939, a radical 
group was formed in the State Congress to function as an 
organised left. wing. The Congress Socialist Party leadership 
was instrttllental in forming this group ( See K.C. George, 
Ente Jeevita Yatra, NBS, Kottayam, pp. 431-35). 

32. The strikes called by the trade unions of Alleppey ani 
Shertallai taluks in Travancore in 19.38 was the first trade 
W'lion struggle on political demands. The most important demand 
was to establish democratic rule in Travancore. 3000 workers 
participated in the st.rike. The magnitude of the participa
tion shows the workers' involvement. (See Puthuppalli 
Raghavan, §....a£hfo"!.~-~aihante Jeevachatj..tram, Prabhatam, Trivandrum, 
1979, pp. 95-105; P. Krishnapillai, 1 It,hi.hasi~aya Panimudakkam', 
Prabhatam Weekly, 12 December, 1938). 
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trade union agitations had also tried to impart political educa-

tion to the activists and built up a new cadre for the left. 

wing in Travancore and Cochin.J3 

The pericdical and na1-peri<Xiical press had also been used 

in propaganda. The left wing interpretation of national and inter-

national politics and the reports of the activities of various 

left oriented mass organisations had helped the readers to get 

an unlerstanding of the left. wing polities within and outside 

the state. The Prabhatam Weekly published by the Congress 

Socialist Party had a praninent role L"l imparting anti-eapitali-

st and anti-:im.perialist sentiments among the people. Pamphlets 

and booklets had been brought out to articulate the posi tiooe 

of the left ~ and to counter the right wing criticisns. The 

publicatioos of the central eanmittees of the Congress Socialist 

Party and the Canmuni.st Party had also been circulated. 

The books on socialism and the Soviet Union had been very 

papular. 'Why Socialism' by Jayaprakash Narayanan was one of 

the most pOpular books of the period. The books by foreign 

authors like H.G. Wells and Bernardshaw, containing the ideas of 

Fabian sociall sn arrl the book on Soviet Camnunism by Webbs 

had tremendous influence on the intellectuals of Kerala. Marxian 

33. M.N • Govindan Nair, ~ente Atmakatha, Vol. I, Prabhath, 
Trivarrlrum, 1988, p. 98; KoC. George, Eg~.}~.~.Y:i~h~ .. I~~-~' 
NBS, Kottayam, 1985, p. 462. 



teAts were not camnally available. Though translations fran 

Marxian texts am articles on Marxian political eCOll01111' appeared 

in party press, attempts to translate Marxian texts in a wide 

scale had been made only after the formaticn of the Camnunist 

Party. 

When the Canmunist Party started functioning in Kerala it 

had a line of leaders armed with adequate political experience 

and mass support, thanks to their active involvement in the 

national movement The long te~ association of the canmunists 

with the national movement as its lett wing enabled them to 

establish a firm base in Kerala. 



Chapter II 

PROP JG AT ION OF MARXIsr IDEAS 

AND CGrMUNISf POLITICAL PRACTICE 



By championing the cause of the proletariat, the Carmunist 

Party perceived itself to be different. Believing themselves 
ft._ 

to be 1\ redeaners of the oppressed, the canmunists classified other 

political parties as the stooges of the bourgeoisie, perpetuating 

exploit at .ion. 

The Carununist Party had the bulwark of an ideology, and 

one which made it radically different fran the rest - Marxiam. 

And so the party believed that the world and the events aroum 

it had to be reinterpreted in the light of this theory. 

E.M.So Namboodirippad has made this very clear: 

As a revolution based on the problems of 
the proletariat and their struggles to 
overcame the same is the objective of the 
canrnunists, they have to adopt a theoreti
cal position suitable to that, which is 
Marxi.sn-Leninisn. Thus unlike other political 
parties the canmunists must take the theore
tical position of Marxisn-Leninism ••• 1 

But theory was not to be a luxury of the leadership, 

nor was it to be an intellectual's privilege. Theory has to 

be a cohesive force, that not only unites but drives the 

--~-.-. ... -.,..-----------....... ________ _ 
1. E.MoS. Namboodirippad, Canrnunlst Pazj:.l_. Kera~!J:., Chinta, 

'l'rlvandrun, 1988, p. 11~--
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cadre to action. And so it has to be the right ot every 

proletariat. Action then be canes canplementary to theory, 

Marxism in that context was conceived as the guide to political 

action. 

This inevitably led to a pragmatic appropriation ot Marxist 

ideas. It was not disseminated purely on theoretical levels, 

but was carried oot mainly ·as part of the poll tical propaganda 

of the COilillU."\ist Party which concentrated mainly oo the politi

cal reality. The Marxist ideas were utilised to analyse and 

interpret specific situations. 

Even after breaking away fran the national movement, the 

Canmunist Party functioned within the broad framework of anti-

imperialist struggle. Unlike the national movement to which 

freedan. fran colonial rule was the ultimate objective, the 

establishment of a socialist society was the goal of the 

Canmunist Party. Socialisn was depicted as a historical necessi

ty that would rep!Rce capitalism. The role of the Canmunist 

Party in accelerating this historical process had been Emphasi-

sed. Socialism could be achieved only through a revolution led 

by the proletariat, for w~tch the national liberation was a 

pre-requisite. A historical pattern in which the decay of 

capitalist society followed by the proletarian revolution an:i 

the establishment of the sec 1.alist sc>c:tety was drawn by the 

canmunists. This process is descr1bed in one of the booklets 



issued by the party as follows: 

The struggles between workers and capitalists 
and the recurring econanic crises weakenp the 
capitalist system. This hampers the growth of 
the productive forces. .At this period, capi
talisn will be destroyed by the working 
class in a revolution and the foundation of a new 
social order will be laid by the working class by 2 making the means of production under public ownership. 

With this unierstanding, the party participated in the anti-imperia-

list struggle. 

Attempts have been made simultaneously to inculcate sociali-

sn in people 1 s minds as a goal. The canmunist propaganda tried 

to emphasise the changes brought about in the material life by 

the socialist system ani comapred them with the reality in 

capitalist system. The Camnunist Party tried to attract the 

masses towards socialisn by exposing the contradictims in the 

capitalism. The cQltradiction bet~ en private ownership ani 

social production was referred to as 

the capitalist society, in canmunist 

the main contradiction within 

3 propaganda. Capi talisn had 

been characterised as exploitative and the right to private 

property integral to it was ccnsidered as the basis of exploi-

tation. Abolition of private property was the only way to end 

2. K. Damodaran, 'Marxism' (I Part), Desabhimani, s. 1-falabar, 1948. 

). The canrr;unist prq:Jaganda give primacy to this corttadiction in 
the capitalist system. In ooe of the booklets, K. Damcdaran 
sumnarises th.i.s contradic:tion arist>.n out of the prlvate Oloa'!ership. 
"The capitali3!1 declines due to ite internal contradictions. Sod.al 
proiuction and pri vatt! m..nership - this is the contradiction 
inherent in capitaUsn". K. Damcdaran, Marxisathinoru J.1ukhavura, 
Desabhimani Pub1i.cations, Kozhikode, 1948, p. u. -
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exploitation. CCIDI!lon ownership of the meane of production was 

highlighted as the main feature of socialisn. 

The Canmunist Party propagated that capitalism was doaned 

and the future lay in sociali311. This was explained as a 

historical necessity and the party attEJnpted to elaborate the 

process of change fran capitalism to socialisn according to what 

it un:ierstood as the Marxist conception of history. The changes 

in political structure was explained as the result of the changes 

in the economic base determined by the reJa tions of prcduction. 

How the prcxiucti ve forces came into conflict with the relations 

of prcxluction and lerl to the breaking up of the P..xi::~ting 

relations and the e.mergence of the new had also been explained. 

The e.Y~sting relations of production in India was characterised 

as capitalistic and was canpared with the relations of produc-

tion in the socialist countries. This can.parison was to danons-

rate to the masses the distinctions between the two systems. 

Relations of production and the means of production were explain-

ed to the masses by pointing out examples fran the everyday 

life. The follovdng passage fran a party booklet shm-1s how the 

canmunists explained the differences between the capitalist and 

the socialist systems, by using examples frcm everyday life. 

In the capitalist countries, the means of 
pro::luction such as the land, the factory, the 
bank and the press etc. are O't41ed by a few 
capitalists. Each one of the factories is 
owned by a capitalist. Who owns tb e paddy fields 
ploughed by the peasants of Karivelloor? 
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Chirakkal Thampuran. {Qhirakkal Thampuran 1NaS a 
landlord in North Malabar ~o owned the major 
portions of land in Karivelloor village which 
was a stronghold of the Camnunist Parti). 
There is no landlozd or capitalist in Soviet 
Union. There the workers own the factories. 
and the peasants the land.4 

Marxist political econany and the ideas of class, class 

war, state and revolution had been explained to the masses 

in simple terms. Marxist cmceptions of wage labour, value arrl 

surplus value had been explained to elaborate the class posi-

tion of the proletariat. The coofllct s between the mutually 

antagoni::tic clar:se s - the working class who sell their latour 

power for li velihocd and the capitalists who exploit their 

labour - was explained as unavoidable. Class ,;ar in the 

capitalist society would ultimately lead to the break up of 

the class society. It had been propagated that the Marxian p<>-

litical econany was flawless in canprehending the econard.c 

reality. This attitude is evident in tbe follo'rd.ng words of 

·E.H.S. Namboodirippad: 

The greatest achievanent of the Marxist 
political econcmy is that is established 
with evidence and logic that the most 
developed form of surplus value is the 
system in which, the surplus value itself 

---------------------- --~-----------

4. K. Damod::~ran, 'Marxism' (Part I), op. cit., p. 3. 
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ceases to exist and, each one works according 
to his ability and takes according to his 
needs. This clear~ explains the secrets of 
the present day economics. 5 

The ccncept,s of class and class war had been propagated 

alcng with the economic theories of Marxism that had exposed 

the exploitative nature or the class society. The trade 

unions, the peasant organisations and the Ccngress Socialist 

Party had contributed considerab~ to create class solidarity 

among the workere and peasants, before the fonnation of the 

The Canmunist Party tried to develop the 

class solidarity into a more matured class consciousness. The 

abolition of class society and the establishment of socialisn 

had been us~ synonymously in canrnunist propagan:l.a. Class wars 

between the proletariat and the capitalists in the capitalist 

society would lead. to the ultimate break-up of the class 

society. The Canmunist Party attempted to locate and explain 

5. E.N.S. Nambcodirippad, Socialisn Ennal, Kozhikode, 1939, p. 13. 

6. The stuiy classes were one of the means of propaganda 
used by the trade unions and the CSP. The personal account 
of an attendant or the study classes indicate the nature or 
propaganda. P.A. Solaman, who attend~ the stuly classes held 
in Alleppey by Coir Factory Workers Union and the Congress 
Socialist Party records that he learned about exploitation 
capitalisn am socialism fran the classes held by Ka DEi!loda
ran, the then leader of the Congress Socialist Party. Inspi
red by the classes he decided to leave his job as a 
factory worker as he thought it served a1ly the capitalist 
interests and he joined the CSP as a full timer. 
P. A. Solaman, Sakhavu Damoiarante Study Class, K.D. S., 1978, 
P• 168o -----~-·--.... -·-
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the fonns of clau. war in the then existing situation. The 

struggles led by the party were characterised as the manifest 

forms of class struggle. 

According to the cQnillUilists, the state was the insti"UJZ»3nt 

of class daninance. 'l'he capitalist state was natural.ly the in-

strunent of the capitalist l'\lle. The socialist revolution would 

overthrow the capitalist state and establish the dictatorship of 

the proletariat. The Ccmnnmist Party explainoo that the dicta-

torship of the proletariat would not. be pennanent character of 

the socialist state. It would ultimately lead to a carmunist 

society in which the state would wither a"W~·. But it wae expla-

ined that such a society woulrl not be possible in a rear 

future. E.M.S. Namboodirippad describes the nature of the socialist 

state in one of his pamphlets: 

When a state, that represents the minority and 
suppresses the majority 1 is replaced by a state 
that represEnts the majority and suppresses the 
minority, the next step would be the dissolu
tion of the state itself and the end of supp
ression. So, the dictatorship of the proleta
riat is considered as the first stage of 
corrrnuni sm.? 

The carununist s portrayed the working class in all the 

countries as a part of the world working class movement. The 

working class movanent s in Kerala had been explained in the 

context of the struggles led by the worldng class all over 

the world. The history of the "WOrking class movenents in 

-···--·-·--·--·--···-------
7. E.E.S. Nambcodirippad, .[.oc.ialism Dmal, op.cit., p. 15. 
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various countries had often been tracEd to establish the invin-

cibility of the working class. • The importance of world working 

class movement in canm.unist propaganda is evident fran the 

following porticn quoted fran a pamphlet issued by a local 

canmunist trade union leader: 

The world capitalism is surrendering to the 
reval.utionary forces of the working class. 
Capitalism is failing ccmpletely. The death
knell of capitalisn sounds all over the 
world. The history of the world itself shows 
that the suppression of the people's demands 
would be self destructive to capitalism.S 

This pamphlet refers to the history of the loiOI'king class move-

mente in various countries like England, Alnerica, France, Ger-

many, Russia, Italy and Japan. 

While discussing the role of various clASses in a sociali-

st revolution, the hegemony of the proletariat had been emphasised 

in canmunist propaganda, but ambiguities still existed in explai-

ning the role of other classes. It is evident fran the inconai-

stencies in party propaganda that the party lacked a proper 

perception of the role of the petty bourgeoisie and the peasa-

ntry in the socialist revolution. The petty bourgeoisie and the 

peasantry had often been included in the category of the revo-

lutionary class as is evident fl'an a pamphlet explaining the 

8. K.K. Kunjan, ,!hozhilalikalkld.J:.hu Puthariyal_!.~, Desabhimani, 
Kozhikode, 191.,6, p. 2. 
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nature of the dictatorship of the proletariat. This pamphlet 

says, 

••• the dictatorship of the proletariat is the 
dictatorship of the workingmen ••• The indust
rial workers, the rural labourers, the peasants 
who suffer from the landlords' oppression, the 
small traders, the snall landowners, the small 
scale industrialists and the lower grade employ
ees - all of them are included in this category 
of working people. 9 

Another pamphlet issued by the party gives a ccntra.dictory pictu-

re. It excludes the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry frcm the 

category of revolutionary class. According to it, 

there are three classes. The proletariat, the 
capitalists and the petty bourgeoisie. The 
first one is the revolutionary class and the 
secmd the reacticnary. The petty bcurgeoisie 
vacilates in between these two classes. The 
peasantry and the lower middle class belong 
to the petty bourgeoisie.10 

Though theoretical ambieuities remained on the role of the petty 

bourgeoisie and the peasantry, 
P'-vh 

the canmunistt had not excluded 
A 

them fran its realm. Nevertheless sections from the middle class 

and peasantry constitutued a s~rong base for the Camnunist Party 

in Kerala. The middle class intelligentsia had an important role 

9. Surerrlr an, 1 COOIIIluni.sm Neenal Vazhum' , D esabhi:mani, 
1943, P• 4. ---

Kozhik<Xle, 

10. 1 KSPyude Nayam ~Iaulikamayi ISPyudethu Thanne', Pamphlet issued 
by the Canrc.unist Party of India, Kerala state Ccmmittee, 
1948, P• 8. 
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in disseminating Marxist ideas and the peasants constituted the 

bulk of canmunist following, especially in Malabar, and the peas-

ant movanents one of the main spheres of camnunist activity. 

This paradox was not visible to the masses as the ccntradicti-

ens within the society was often presented as contradictions 

between the rich ani the poor. The much generalised categorisa-

tiona as 'the poor' and 'the canmctl people' had provided enough 

space for different sectictls to identify themselves -with the 

revolutionary class. 

Though Marxism had been described as a theory that touches 

all spheres o! hunan life, the theoretical aspects of it except 

the political economy had not been elaborated by the Camnunist 

Party. Political expediency and a lack of proper un::lerstanding 

had led to relegate the other aspects of Marxism. E.M.S.Namboo-

dirippad had admitted later that 

the party education of that period was not 
intended to develop the potential of the 
activists, to can.prehend the fundamentals of 
Marxism and its world view ani, to interpret 
the specificities and problems of India 
according to this worldview. In fact, the 
fundamentals had not been taught in tre 
party schools. Instaed attempts to teach 
them had been looked down upon as Bj'tltptans 
of dogmatisn. In the party classes, the 
main emphasis -was on the changes that 
were taking place in national an:i interna
tional politics and party's policies towards 
these changes. Only those theoretic:al aspects that 
helped explain these changes and the party's 
policies 'tJere discussed.11 

11. E.M.S. Namboodirippad, 
Tri vandrurn, 1989, P• 
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The study and propagation of Marxis~ theory was established 

as a prerogative or the Canmunist Party. stalin 1 s writings m 

party were the guidelines to the leadership of the Canmunist 

12 
Party in Kerala. /my attempt to study the Marxist ideas 

rut side the party platforms had been ruled out as anti-Marxist. 

It was prcpagated that the study of Marxism had to be done 

in relation t&o practice. The word •struggle• -was c anmally used 
'-

in place of the tenn 'practice' in canmunist propaganda. Thus 

it was deduced that Marxism could not be studied in isolation 

fran the struggles led by the party. E.M.S.Namboodirippad' s ex-

position of the relation between socialist theory (Marxist theory 

and socialist theory were used synonymously in conmunist propa-

garrla in 1-talayalam) and practice gives a clear picture of the 

importance attached to struggles in canprehending the theory or 

.Marxism by the ccmmunist leadership in Kerala. He says, 

Socialism _bases itself on the relation between 
theory and practice. The struggles that does 
not. base it self on socialist theory distorts; 
theory that does not correspond to the struggles 
is dead. Theory of socialism is the product of 
the struggles; socialisn is the theoretical expre
ssions of the class war led by the working 
class. So the greatest textbook fran v1here one 
can learn about socialism is the class war 
around him.. Socialist literature is only a means 
to tl.nierstand it properly.l j 

12. Ibid. p • 1 0 2. 

1J. E.M.S. Namboodirippad, Socialisn Ermal, op.cit., p. 15. 
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The party was projected as the unquestionable authority 

and to criticise the party's views was considered a sacrilege. 

This notion of infallibility of the party had practically clo-

sed all possibilities of open discussions within the party. To 

accept the formulations am policies of the party uncritically 

was even acknowledged as the greatest quuality of a camnunist!4 

Having a view different fran that of the party's was considered 

a sign of indiscipline. This notion was so strong that the 

party me!Ibers were hesitant to express their views even within 

the party, if it did not conform to the party's position. The 

ccmnunist leaders had admitted in later years. that the tren:l was 

due to the influence of Stalini sn that was predaninant in world 

canmunist movement of that perioi. Narrating his personal ex-

perience, K. Damodran says, 

••• being both new to caru,tunism and relatively 
unschooled in Mar.Kism and Leninism I accepted 
what I was told. There is a tradition in 
Imian politics of poll tical gurus enlightening 
the masses and this tradition suited Stalinism 
canpletely. Hence we could accept anything and 
everything that were told to us by the party 
elderso .• 15 

14. Obedience to the party was often attributed as the great
est quality of a COiillunist. For example, P. Krishnapillai, 
the founder secretary of the Canrnunist Party in Kerala 
writes about one of his colleagues: "Never in his life, 
this comrade had put fon:ard his views against the party's 
views. Never in his life he had taken an individual 
pos:l.tion independent fran the party's position. I ccnsider 
this as the greatest Bolshevik quality of canrade K.P .R. 11 

P. Kri.shnapiUai, 1Kalthurunk:i.le Viplavakari 1 ,Desabhimani 
~q.J 20 December 1942. 

15. K. Damooara.n, 1 Reminiscences of an Indian Canmunist1 , 

Interview with Tariq Ali, New Left Revie~, Sept.-Oct., 
1975, p. J8. 
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E.M.S. Namboodirippad admits that the organisational principles or 

the party such as the principle of democratic centralism had 

been interpreted mechanically. He accepts that . everything had 

been decided ani executed by the leadership instead or involving 

the whole rank and file in the process of fonnulating the 
16 

policies. 11 E.}i.S. also points out that this trend was the 

result of the Stalinist influence. 

·rhe counter propaganda to l•larxist ideas was also very 

active. It came fran differ~nt sections ranging from the ones 

who rejected Marxism in total, to those who criticised the 

can.nruni.st party, claiming themselves to be the real Harxi.sts. 

The party always tried to base their arguments as replies to 

the counter propagania. 

Both the critics and the deferders accepted the presumptioo 

that the Soviet practice was the true translation of }1arxist 

ideas into reality. Thus the criticism against Soviet practice 

was considered as the criticisn against Mar-.. <ism and the argu-

ments in defence of Soviet practice as arguments for Harxism. 

This canplete identification of Soviet practice with }.1arxism in 

effect negated the distinction between them. 

- .... ------------·--~--
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One of the main criticisns against Marxisn was that it 

opposed religion. The criticism 'that Marxisn denounced religion 

centred around the fate of religion in Soviet Union aDi was 

not elaborated as a disapproval of Marxist philosophical posi-

tion on religion. Marxian phrases such as 'religion is the 

opium of the masses' had repeated~ been quoted in these argu-

ments, not to develop a philosophical critique of Mar-A 511 but 

to corroborate the statements made against Soviet Union. Infonn-

ation and data fran the Soviet Union had been dr-awn to substant-

iate the arguments. The statements like 'wanen had been made a 

public property in the Soviet Union' was quite 
17 

canmon. The 

Cannrunist Party "Was criticised as a party of atheists who did. 

not believe in the eternity of human soul. 18 

The Canmunist Party also wanted to avoid a theoretical 

debate on religion. The Party concentrated mainly on refuting 

the criticisns made against the Soviet Union • It was argued 

. ·that religion was a personal affair in the Soviet Union and 

the socialist state did not interfere in it. It was explained 

---------------
17. C. H.M. Koya, 

Labour Union, 
C anmuni s ~a v.:..:um~...__;J1~a;;;,.t""'"ha vun 1 

1946,--p. 6. 
Thahssery Town Muslim 

18. Dr. M. Usnan, Marxism Pi sachinte !i_~am, Muslim Labour Union, 
Thalassery, t945,p~~·-5:· 
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that individuals• right to believe in religion was safeguarded 

by the state - but religion was not allo\\19d to interfere in state 

affairs. It was explained that 

to exploit the masses in the nane of deity 
is not allowed in Soviet Union. This is not 
the denial of religious freaicm but an action 
against. exploitation ••• Religious groups are 
not allowed to interfere in political affairs 
but the priests personally can enter into 
politics. 19 · -

The party tried to dispel the notion that it was a party of 

atheists. It was stated that, ''the canmunist party includes people 

who do not believe in gcxi and denounce religion as an opium of the 

Jlasses. At the same time it also includes people who believe in 

god and worship regularly. n
20 

The C<mnunist Party which was 

immersed in political activity had realised that a debate on 

religion would be disadvantageous to it. In co1.mtering the cri-

ticism the party was very careful in differentiating religion 

fran religious institutions. The attack was never against reli-

gion but was focussed on the agents and institutions that explo-

ited the people in the name of religion. 

19. 

20. 

Russia~f!L Mathavum, Pamphlet 
Trivandrum, 1946, p. 8. 

Ma~abari~ Mu_!J~L"ll Votenrt¥_ode1 

Book Stall, Kozhikode, 1951, 

issued by Peoples Reading Roan, 

Pamphlet issued by l-1arxist 
p. 8. 
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To attract the masses and to counter the criticisms based 

on religion, the camnuniste used religious idians and even quotes 

21 fran the religious texts in their propaganda. It was argued 

that the ideal life envisaged in religious texts were possible 

only in a socialist society an:i the communist activity was in 

concordance with the scriptural prescriptions. 

Different sections of intelligentsia had raised many a perti-

nent question related to theory and practice or Marxism. Most 

of them had emanated frcm a highly critical attitude towards 

Marxist ideas. One of the main concerns shared by many of the 

intellectuals was the fre~an of irrlividual in a socialist soci-

ety. They arguei that Marxiem subjugates the irrli vidual will to 

the collective will and the. society canpletely dcminates the 

individual's life. The concept of the abolition of private prope-

rty was also interpreted as the state interference in individu-

al's rights. 22 The canmunists did not challenge the basis of 

21. The speeches of two well kno'W!'l canmunist orators fran 
Malabar, V.M. Vishnubharatheeyan and E.P. Gopalan contained 
famous ex:.lllllples for the appropriation of religious idians 
by the coo:munists. Vishnubharatheeyan, the canmunist peasant 
leader fran North Malabar used to explain the Marxist 
principles with the help of phrases from Upanishads and 
Puranas. .E.P. Gopalan, the well know1 or3.tor fran the Swth 
Malabar used to quote fran Koran to equate the Koranic 
principles with the Marxist ideas, especially in Muslim 
dominated areas. 

22. ''Each indi.vidual has the natural right to own his personal 
prof)erty. State originated after the origin of man and 
therefore human rights are not state-given. Natural human 
rights are more important than the authority of the state". 
Paul Marrvettam, E_ashtr_!it~a •. Kuthaka,z_~, Pamphlet of 1951, 
p. 48. 
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posing the prchlem of free:lan as contrary to socialisa. They 

defined freedan as "the opportunity for everyme to get food 

and other essentials without being a slave to anyme. 1123 The 

imposition of restrictions on individual free:lan in socialist 

society was justifie:l as to preserve the larger interests of 

the society. This justification ironical.ly did not:. shatter the 

notioo that the socialist state suppresses the individual's 

freedan, but in effect only ratified the criticism. 

Marxi8111 had ·been criticise:l also fran an ethical point of 

view. It had been characterised. as a theory that perpetuates 

violence and is sustained. on the same. The anti canmunist pro-

paganda highlighted the aspects of violence and coeF.cion in 

Marxian principles and projected them as the main features of 

Marxism. The comnumists had been criticised for creating chaos 

in society by propagating the idea of class war which had 

been portrayed. as a concept that generated hatred and animosity 
24 

among the people. MarxiEJD. was criticised again in the context 

2). EoMoSo Namboodirippad, Onnekal Kodi Malazalika~, Desabhi.mani, 
Ko hikode, 1946, p. 66. 

24. This criticisn was vehanently put forward by a well known 
Mala_yalam writer MoR. Nair (popularly knows as Sanjayan) 
through his writings. His portrayal of Marxisn as a "terrible 
theory that suggests that the problem of hunger can be 
resolved through widespread killing, loottng and burning" was 
typical of the anti-·corununist propaganda of the period. 
M.R. Nair, §.~nJn~.Y..a.!~' Vol. :2, Kozhikode, Mathrubhoom.i, 1986, 
p. 222. 
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of nationalistic politics and its ethics. One of the main plank~ 

of this argument was that Marxism, being a foreign ideology 

could have no meaning in the Indian reality. Ani moreover as 

India had Gandhism an ideology well rooted in this country, a 

foreign ooe was not. called for. 

In reply to the criticism that Marxism perpetrates violen-

ce, the communists tried to expose the injustice~ inherent in 

the exploitative capitalist social structure and argued that it 

was not they but the capitalist system that try to perpetuate 

violence. The coomunists did not negate the criticisms about 

the use of violence but tried only to explain the circunst ane· 

es that made the use of force unavoidable. 
25 

It was explainec 

that in a class society the ruling class would never give up 

its power voluntarily an:i thus the use of force was inevitable 

The communists argued that }olarxism was an ideology that 

expounded the true nature of social relations applicable to 

every country and hence the criticism that ·it is foreign in 

origin has no basis. They made it clear that the Indian 

working class ani its pol). tical party, the Can.t,unist Party of 

----~-----------·,-----

25. "The proletariat wi.U. use force only when the capitalists trj 
to suppress them by using force." Surendran, Camnunisn 
Neenal Vazhtnu, Pamphlet, Desabhimani, Kozhlkode, 1943, p.J. 
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Iniia were the integral part.s of the world "WWrking class and 

the camn.unist movement. 26 

Apart from these criticisms made by those who rejected Xarxisa 

in toto, the Canmunist Part.y was criticised also from a diffe-

rent stan::ipoint. Various socialist groups and parties challenged 

27 
the Camnunist Party's moocpolisation of Marxist theory. They 

argued that the Soviet practice, or 'Stalinism• as they called 

it, was a distortion from the Marxist concept of socialism am 

by following the Soviet path, the Camm.mist Party in India 

was coomitting the similar mistake. The Canmunist Party was 

criticised for submitting and relating all aspects of human life 

to econonics. 28 The Soviet state had been crl ticised for supp~ 

ssing the dm1ocratic rights of the citizens. The socialists 

argued that the possibilities of a peaceful transition to socialism 

26. "As the political party of the proletariat our party is 
loyal to the world working class movement". E.M.S. Namboodiri
ppad, ~an~ale Sevikkan Namukkorumichu Pravarthikkuka, Pai:lphlet 
Kozhikode, 1952, p. 16. 

27. "To reinterpret Marxism is nobody' s prerogative. Marxism 
rejects the notion of infallibility. By claiming monopoly over 
Marxist theory the Stalinists are negating Marxism." 
V.C. Varghese, Tharakkallukal, Pamphlet, Malabar SociaJ.istParty 
Publication, 1951, P• 23. 

28. 1'To the Stalinists economic progress is the sun of life ••• 
They renounce all ethical values for the sake of economic 
progress". ibid., p. 2.5. 
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should be explored in the Indian situation. -

To the Camnunist Party these criticisns were part or a world 

wide attempt to malign the world camnunist movement and the 

Soviet Union. According to the Communist Party, 

••• the Soviet Union is the revolutionary a~ 
that fights the terrible class war unleashed 
by the world capitalist class, and the world 
camnunist movement is the fortress of this 
revolutionary army ••• stalin is the leader or 
the revolutionary army and he is the ooe 
who guards the revolutionary fortress. Trotsky 
is a betra.yer who tried to sell this army 
and the fortress to the world capitalist 
class.29 

The party rejected the criticism that the Soviet system was 

anti democratic and argued that the best form of democracy 

existed was in the Soviet Union. To defend the Soviet democracy, 

the party attempted to define the socialist democracy. According 

to it, in real democracy, "the enemies of the working class 
30 

will be eliminated; they will be denied all democratic rights." 

The arguments for peaceful social transi tioo had also been 

rejected by the party. The argunent for peaceful social transi-

tim had been characterised as a theory put forward by the 

29. KSPyude Nayam Maulikamayi ISPyudethu Thanne, Pamphlet issued 
by the Conmunist Party, Kerala State Conmittee. 

)0. Indian Soc~al~ .. ~.tJ.at:!-.Y. Sakhakkalode, Pamphlet published by 
Left Socialist Group, 1951, p. 5. 
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petty bourgeoisie to drag the working class 
31 

from the class war. 

The party ruled out the possibilities of peaceful transition. 

The canmuni sts reiterated and ttied to elucidate their 

earlier argun.ents and no evidence is there to show that they 

did any introspection. All efforts had been made not only to 

justify but even to glorify the Soviet practice as it had been 

canpletel.y identified with Marxisn. Katurally the criticisms against 

the Soviet Union or Stalin had been deduced as criticisms 

against Marxism. The criticisms about the Soviet distortion of 

Marxism and their effects oo Indian ccmr.unist movemmt had not 

been debated within the party. 

The critics of the Soviet Union had been labelled as 

Trotskeyists which had becane a synoo.m for the '~NOrd betrayer 

in canmunist propaganda. The following words of K.Damodaran 

thrcws light on the context in which the canmunists defended 

the Soviet Union: 

In discussions with independent minded social
lets I defended Stalin vigoroosly. I think 
the main reason for this was that we iden
tified ourselves canpletely with the Soviet 
Union, which was then under constant attack 
by British imperialists ar~ by the Congress 
right wing. Every strike was supposed to 

---------------------------
31. ibid., p. 3. 
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have been inspired by Moscow, every street 
dEmonstratiCil was supposed to be led by 
agitators in the pay of Moscow. We defended 
the Soviet Union against these people, though 
of course canplete}¥ uncritically.32 

Like most other parts of the world as well as of India, 

the canmu.niats in Kerala were led by the Soviet version of 

Marxiem. Dogmatic interpretation of ideas often resulted in 

making canmu."list. propaganda mere mechanical exercises attanpting 

to fit the e.xisting reality into a set pattern. However, the 

canmunist propaganda which was part of the ccmnuni st poll tical 

practice close}¥ identified 'With the masses gave voice to pcpu-

lar aspirations and was successful in establishing the credent-

ials of the Ccmmunist Party as 'the commcn man's party'. 

32. K. Da.modaran, 1lv!emoirs of an Indian Caumurdst, 
Tariq Ali', New Left Review, Sept.-Oct., 1975, 

Interview with 
Po J9. 



Chapter III 

APPROPRIATION OF 

TRADITION AND CULTURE 



The canmunists realised the need to address to the minds 

of the people not to their intellects alone for ideological 

dissemination. To penetrate into the ideol~ically segmented 

Kerala. society, Marxism had to contend with the existing ideolo

gies. Dissemination of Mar.dsm through political propaganda was 

not sufficient to challenge the ideological preoccupation of the 

masses. The existing ideolot:f.cal .foundations had to be broken 

for the new ideolqsies to enter in. The need arose to under

stand various persuations the people were preoccupied with. In 

this context the ca:nmunists attempted to understand. the traditi

ons, beliefs and culture of the people. They tried to appropri

ate the elements of tradition, beliefs and culture for the 

dissemination of Marxist ideas. New modes of dissemination becaiii.e 

inevitable. 

The com.:u.unists were in search of new .fonns of propaganda 

that could can:nunicate more effectively with the masses as well 

as create a sense of cultural unity among them. They found the 

traditional art forms extremely helpful for their purpose. Tradi-

tional art forms 

priated by the 

cative ability of 

&a well. 

of different religious origins had been appro

canrnunists. The comnunists exploited the canmuni

art and the mobilising potential of belief 
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Religious themes had been replaced by the themes related to 

the problems of everyday life. National and international events 

of current political importance had also becane a canmon theme 

in these art forms. The audience welcaned the change fran the 

familiar old thanes to the new ones and encouraged by the 

response of the audience, the camnunists explore:! the possibili-

ties hidden in all art 1 
forms. In Malabar, especially in north-

ern parts, political canmunication through art forms had been 

an essential part of the canmunist political practice. The issues 

related to landlordism ani the day to day prcblens of the 

masses had been the themes of other art fonus. Staging of plays 

written exclusively for the purpose of political propaganda and 

perfo:rndng of traditional art forms had been regular accanpaniments 

of public meetings organised by the party. The most successful 

plays like 'Pattabakk1 1 by K. Damodaran and 1Nammolonnu' by 

Cherukad were interned to make the masses aware of their 

class position and to generate class solidarity among them. 

Various art forms dealing with the day to day problems of 

their life had an emotional appeal among the masses. 2 The 

1. The carununists apprcpriated all traditional art forms fran the 
more canplex forms like Kathakali to the relatively si;nple ones 
like Ottamth,..tllal. Poorakkali, Kumrni, Ko:Gkkali, Kaikottikali, 
Oppana, Kalampattu were some of the tr,i!:Iitional art forms appro
priated by the communists. 

2. For example, 'Menonte Meni', the Kurruni performed by the conununists 
almost all over Malabar, deals with the exploitation and harassment 
of the poor peasants by the village officials called Henons. The 
poor peasants who had been the victims of the bribery and highhanded·· 
ness of the village officials cruld easily identify with this 1KUillTii'. 
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canmunist appropriation of the art forms led to the secularisation 

of traditional art to a large extent and better canmunication among 

different religious sections was made possible. 3 

The party unierstood, as the role of religion in the 

making of people 1 s consciousness was decisive, it was impossible 

to exclude religious media in ideological propagation. It may 

appear as a paradox that religious media being used for the 

propagation of an ideology that was not cnly secular but the 

one that had challenged the existence of religon. But this para-

dox was not visible to the masses as the ideas presented 

thrcugh these media did not contradict the basic premises of 

religion. 

Though the religious symbols arrl idians had been used in 

a secular plain, their roots were deeply in religious beliefs 

and the canmunists had in fact imparted new meanings to the 

idians that ,..ere very much the part of people's beliefs. For 

example, the word heaven which has a definite religious connota-

tion had been used to describe socialism. Such a term would 

naturally evoke the spleroours that the belief had attributed to 

3. ;l'he plays and other art fonns had been adopted to changes 
according to local comitions. They tried to highlight local 
issues. The canmunist leaders intervening during the performance 
to make speedl9 s were also not uncanmon. The usage of art forms, 
even those of religious origin resulted in transfo:nn:i.ng the na
ture of these art forms. By highlighting the coniilOn grievan
ces they helped to generate a sense of id.:ntity among the 
masses, irrespective of their religion and caste. 
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it am attract the masses towards it. The usage of tenns 

4 familiar to pecple would also help the process of assimilation. 

The canmunists explored the possibilities or effective ccm

munication through the appropriation of the elements of myths and 

legends. The myth of Mahabali, the most popular m;yth amC!'lg 

Malayalis was foo.ni suitable and the communists made full use of 

this in Marxist propagania. Onam, the annual national festival 

of Kerala is in celebration of this myth. According to this 

myth, Kerala enjoyed supreme prosperity and there prevailed equa-

lity Clllot'lg the people in a bygone pericx:l under the rule of the 

legen:iary king, Mahabali. Onam is celebrated to welcane the ar-

rival of Mahabali who, as the myth says, visits Kerala once in 

every . year to see his people. All Malayalls ought to celebrate 

Onam in the oo st possible WBJ and give a cheerful appearance 

during the festival days. Happiness and joy are the prevailing 

mood during the festival. The can.rm.mists were well-aware o.r the 

. i:nportance of Onam festival in Kerala' s social life. To make use 

the emotional attachment of the people towards the festival 

they protrayed themselves as the mes -who try to establish the 

4. In public speeches, songs and poems the Soviet Union had bet>~' 
depicted as analogous to heaven. For example, two of the 
poems popularised by the canmunists were 1Nariyude Chinta', 
and 1Nariyude Marupadi 1 , the themes of which are the reflections of 
an old woman in which she canpares the situations in the 
Soviet Uninn and India and expresses her wish to visit the 
Soviet Union, the hunan paradise. (See P..~.!l-2~~.!-___!!~.~!X, 29th 
August 1943 and 18th June 1945). 
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happiness of the festival days forever. The myth had been handed 

over fran generations to generations and the people of Kerala 

cherish it irrespective of their religious faiths. 

The canmunists found the Mahabali 1 s rule as an archetype of 

socialism . The III3'th of Hahabali 1 s rule was hidden in the 

collective subconsciousness of the masses as the archetype of an 

ideal society. The carununists identified this 'With socialisn 

aiXi the Soviet Union. Thus the communists m~e the most popu-

lar myth of the people perfectly suitable for their purpose. 

Numerous are the stories, songs, poems and other art forms that 

exploited the possibilities or this myth for the propagation of 

Marxist ijeas. The following words of E.M. S. Namboodirippad 

exemplify the vay the canmunists interpreted the mythi 

Onam generates in us the sweet memories of an 
ancient Kerala where prevailed comfort, prospe
rity, equality arrl unity ••• The landlordism, the 
capitalisn and the imperialism are systems 
that hamper the efforts to regain the Hahabali 1 s 
rule ••• In modern times the Soviet Union is 
the country that realised the Mahabali 1 s rule 
in practice. The 1 <xJ million people of the 
Soviet Union have been enjoying comfort, pros
perity and equality, the virtues that we 
cherish and celebrate during Onam.5 

----------------------------------------------
5. E.M.S. Namboodirippad, Mavelinadinte Madhura !:maranayilninnu 

Bhavi Keralathilekku 1
1 Desabhimani Weekly, Jrd September 1944. 
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The Caomunists felt the need to involve in the social and 

cultural life of Kera.la more intimately so that they could 

establish more proximity to the masses a.rxi practically negate 

the notion created by the counter propaganda abcut the alien 

nature of the ideology. They tried to use a.ll opportunities 

to cawey their message to the people. In Kera.la, the tanple 

festivals were the occasions in which people gather in large 

mmbers in public places and the canmunists made use of these 

opportunities to propagate their ideas. It ha.d almost becane 

a practice of the canmunists to conduct speeches, exhibitions 

am otoor forms of proa.ganda in the festival places. Even the 

party pericdica.ls gave reports of the temple festivals. The 

following passage from a carununist periodical is helpful to 

understand the way in which the canrnunists con:luctei the propa-

gation of ideas during the festical: 

Thousams of people gather in the festival of 
Thalassery Jagannatha temple. Our canrades, who 
do not miss a single chance to approach the 
people ha.d organised a Soviet exhibition for 
five days ••• Charts showing the progress of 
the Soviet Union, photographs of the Soviet and 
Indian leaders and cartoons were exhibited. The 
meaning and importance of the exhibits had 
been explained to the visitors. 3295 people 
including 600 Huslims and 250 women visited 
the exhibiticn. The turn out was highest on 
23rd February, and 7 speeches had been delivered 
on that day. 4000 people (including 800 Muslims 
and 300 wanen) listened to the speeches.6 
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The camnunists had been conducting similar activities in other 

temple !estivals too. The appropriation of religious centres and 

festivals for the purpose of ideological --propagation had attrac-

ted large sections of masses who would not have listened to 

other means of cann.unist propaganda. 

Through various cultural organisations controlled by the can-

munists they were able to mobilise different sections of people. 

There ...ere separate organisations for different sections such as 

youth, children and women. 7 None of these organisations was to 

foster an affinity t~ards the Harxist ideas am<ng the public. 

The importance attached to these cultural organisations by the 

Canmuni st Party can be understood from the fact that even well 

known leaders _or the party had been assigned to look after or 

take part in these cultural activities. Different cultural organi-

sations together had often been controlled by the local party 

.. 7. The youth organisations participated in all cultural and social 
events in their respective villages. Sane of them had run 
parallel schools and night classes. Wanen 1 s organisations 
campaigned among the wanen and tried to impress upon them 
the need for social reforms and the women 1 s participation 
in public life. The children's organisations involved in a 
variety of activities. The following report fran a party 
periodical gives a picture of their way of functioning. 
11Separate meeting a of children, processions, plays, songs, 
dramas, manuscrlpt magazines etc. include the day to day 
activities of the children 1 s organisation." (pesabhimani Week.ly 
7th March 1943). 
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canmittee or a local c~unist leader. 8 

The CQIImunist Party realised the importance of reading rooms 

and libraries in influencing the cultural ani intellectual life 

of the people. The cammtmists took initiative in setting up a 

wide network of reading rooms and libraries throughout Kerala. 

The reading rooms and libraries that started during the periOd 

of the Congress Socialist Party had also come under the cootrol 

of the c anmtmi st s. By the early 1940s there was at least one 

library in each village under the cootrol of the canmunists in 

Malabar. 
9 

Though the comnunists had not used the libraries for 

explicit political activity, they came to be recognised as part 

of the canmunist activity. The canmunists attributed much impo-

rtance to the activities of libraries and carried them out with

out relegating them to the political activities!0 It is also 

8. P. Krishnapillai, the founding secretary of the Canmunist Party 
in Kerala writes about one of his comrades: "• •• trade unions, 
students federation, oreanisations for the youth and children 
and the libraries and reading rooms - the centre of these in 
the Tall.!k is Kalyasseri and the man behind all of thEm is 
K.f' .R." P. Krishnapillai, 1 Kalthurunkile Viplavakari 1 , De sabhlmarJ. 
l[eekl~'> 20th December, 1942. 

9o Interview with K.P.R. Gopalan, Kanner, 18. 5. 1990, and 
E.P. Gopalan, 23. 6. 1990, Pc.-\t-01'/t\'bi. 

10. There are so many instances of libraries being ccnstantly attack
ed by the police. In Chirakkal Taluk in North Malabar the 
pollee attacked a library three times, each time destro~ng it 
canpletely, by confiscating all the books and damagtng other 
belongings. But the comr:mnists challenged the police by reor·· 
grun~nng the library after every attack. (Interview "1-Jith 
Subramanya Shenoy, Pa;yyannor, 17 • 6. 1990). 
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evident from the fact that the libraries had been raided and 

attacked often by the police as part of the actions against the 

communist party. 

The librarl.es and reading rooms acted as t he nerve centres 

of local cultural and intellectual activity n<tably in rural 

Kerala. By attGnpting to identify themselves fully ldth the cul-

tural life of Kerala the camnunist s had been able to gain acce-

ptance among different sections who were oth~ise indiffermt to 

or apathetic towards political activities and the ideas of the 

Canrrrunist Party. These were mainly the sectioos frm the middle 

class who had shown leanings towards the moderate attitudes of 

the nationalist politi ce. They had reservations about the communi-

sts due to the anti-carununist propaganda unleashed by the na-

tionalist movement and the intellectuals. The cultural activities 

provided opportunities for the camnunists to establish close links 

with these sections and theroby influence their outlod::s. 

Caste organisations had exercised considerable influence in 

Kerala society. Realising the potential of these organisations 

to influence large secticns of people, the ccmnunist party de

cided to infiltrate itself into these organisations.11 The ccrurlu-

nists actively participated in the dissension within these organi-

sations, especially about the questions regarding their approach 

11. K.N. Govindan Na:i.r, ~~1]-~~ •. .A!:.~~-~:.§.tha, Trlvandnun, 1988, 
PP• 135-41. 
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to political issues aDi tried to give a new orienta tioo to 

them. 1~ The tt•••dsts tried to win over younger and radical 

elements of these <rganisations to the Canmunist Party. kany of 

the tql party leaders who came to political life thrrugh the 

caste organisations which 'tJere once instrtll:lental in initiating 

reform movements in Kerala society, had camnanded respect within 

these. <rganisations. The communist leaders lost no owortwrl.ty to 

address to thea the need to adapt to the changes that were 

taking place in social and political life. 13 

The activities of the ccmrr.unists through social and cult ural 

orgar.isations made tm!m acquaint with the cultural dynand.cs of 

Kerala. The cCiiil1ll.Irl.sts involved themselves in the attempts to 

find the conrnal 'heritage of the poll tic ally and socially frag-

mented Kerala society. They tried to reinte~ret the tradition 

and culture or Kerala and gave expression to the aspiratioos 

of the people for a united Kerala. The past had been recons-

·· tructed with the objective of evoking a sense of cultural 

identity. The cOI£tmists tried to project thanselves as the ones 

12. CQG. Sadasiv:an_, 9il)P Yogavum De~eela P.rava.t'!l!i!!!B~, Alleppey, 
1941.; Trich-ur Tai\.lk f1.11)P Karma Samiti Pampttlet, Trichur, 
1946. 

13. E.k,.S. Narnboo:iirippad, Namboodi.£!~0-!l~lShx.@~~~?E, Kozhikode, 
1944. 
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who strive for the reemergence of the traditional virtues of 

Kerala society. 14 

II 

The Marxist ideological battle against the existing values 

had its reverberations in literature. Influence of Marxist 

ideas manifested in a variety of fonns in literary debates and 

creative writings. The cannuni sts in Kerala were lacking in 

theoretical knowledge to deal with the questions of art. and 

literature. Still they involved themselves in polemics oo liter-

ature .... ith the ir.adequate knowledge and their views were passed 

as 1-Iarxist interpretations of liter&.ture.15 The critics ani 

writers who were broadly in agreement with caronunists supported 

them in their earlier phase, but liter dissociated when they 

adopted a more rigid position oo literature. 

The literary organisation 'Jeevatsahitya Sangham' formed in 

1937 and its reincarnation 1Purogamana Sahitya Sangham' fonned in 

1944 had played an important role in 11 terary activities. The 

14. M.5o Devadas, 'Samskarikamaya Dasyathilninnu Kera.lathe ~akshikkan', 
DesabhimanJ.. W~kly, 25 January 1946 

15. K. Damodaran and E • .M.S. ~amboooirippad, two praninent cCJii"C.unist 
leaders who actively participated in the literary debates on 
behalf of the carununists had later accepted that their know
ledge of Z.larxian aesthetics was quite inadequate. K. Damodaran, 
§.~h.!~!!j.._r_~).Ean.J[J!, Cochin, 1962; E.M:oS. NambcJ()dirippad in 
Mathrubh.92mi_....i{~, September 1981. 
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Ccmnunist Party• s attempt to control the 1Purogamana Sahitya 

Sangham' according to its line, led to dissension within the 

organisaticn and ultimately brake it. 16 The split in the 

organisation caused a division between canmunist and non-communi-

st writers. Though the details of the debate are not the con-

cern of the present study an overview of the same is not out 

of context. 

The debates centred arou.rrl the objectives of 1 iterature. In 

these debates, the problems related to the social basis and 

commitment of literature had been the focal points of discussion. 

Views ranged fran a point of total. rejectioo of the social 

role of literature to the total acceptance of literature ae 

means of social change. The two contradictory viewpoints had 

been expressed in the respective p~ses, 'art for art's sake' 

ani the 1 art for the sake of life' • 17 The nature of the 

debate is very evident frcm the phrases itself with which the 

views were identified. 

The progressive literary movement which held literature as 

an integral part of life, sought to locate human problems at 

16. P.K. Gopalakrishnan, Purogama.na S@tza P111sthanam: Nizhalum 
~lichavum, Kerala Sahitya Aacdany, Trichur, p. 124. 

17. M.P. Paul, Sal"4.t~a_Vi~, N.B.S., Kotta.yam, p. 130. 
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the cmtre of li.terature. The entire debate on progressive lit-

erature revolved aroum this thsne. 

Progressive literature was perceived as an abberation trcm 

the literary tradition set by the classics.18 The usage of 

classics in justifying the criticisns against the prcgressive 

literature led to debates on the 

cultural tradition and its impact 

life. 

questions of 

en contEIIlp ora.ry 

literary an:i 
~ 

cultur&&-ef 
/\. 

Progressive literature had to contend with the idealistic 

positions that did not attach much importance to ccntemporary 

reality. Kuttikrishna Marar, a leading critic of progressive 

literature . maintained that the contemporary reality would not. 

have to have any relatim to the creative writings or a 

period. According to him literature should deal wi. th eternal 

questions and should not be polluted with the day to day 

problems of material life. To Marar, the artists were the 

elites of a society who should keep a distance fran the 

public. l-larar says: 

The poet who is in search of eternal truth 
should always keep himself away fran the 
c<ll!lnoo man. The poet does not cane to the 
reader, but if a reader needs ;. poetry, 

-----------------------------------------
18. M.R. Nair, .§.artj~an (Vol. 2), Mathrubhoomi, Kozhikode, 1986. 

p • 566. 
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he goes to the poet atter obtaining suffi
ciEilt learning and culture.19 

Maey prcminent Malayalam writers had actively participated 

in progressive literary organisation in the late thirt.iee and 

early forties. The objectives laid out by the organisation 

suggest that it provided enough space for different views 'With 

a camnon understanding m certain basic issues to operate 

w1. thin it. 20 M.P. Paul's definitim of progressive literature 

was acccmodative to most of the creative worl<s produced during 

the period. According to him., 

progressive litereture would be universal 
in its attitude and outlook. It would have 
canplete freedcm over its thEme ani treat
ment. It should represent the aspirations 
of the people. 21 

19. K.uttikrishna Marar, CharcQa.Y~aJ!!, P.K. Brothers, Kozhikode, 1952, 
p. 14. 

20. The objectives laid out by the organisation were: (a) To 
produce as well as to translate progressive literature, 
(b) to fight against reactionary forces in cultural sphere 
and to encourage freedcm and literary progress, (c) to bring 
art and literature closer to the masses arrl to the real
ity, (d) to create a literary criticism that is inclined 
to resist reactionary tastes and that which encouragedoro
gressive tendencies, (e) to fight for the right to ri-~edan 
of expressioo and to protect the interests of the progres
sive writers... (P oK. Gopalakrishnan, f:':l.!.<!JLCt!f18.na Sahitya rr astha
nam: Nizhalum Velichavum, Kerala Sahi tya Academy, Trichur, 
1985 J p. t01 ~ . 

21. M.P. Paul, SahJ.~.l~~ Vicharam, NoB.S., Kottayam, 1953, p. 131. 



The progressive literary movement totally rejected the eliti-

st approach to literature. Changapuzha Krishnapillai1 one of the 

most pq>ular poets of Malayalam, in a spirited defence of 

progressive writers• movement, argued that in a class divided 

society every writer was bound to take a definite class posi-

tion siding with the exploited.22 Changapuzha argued that it 

was, not the masses, who went to the artist, but the artist 

who with his art came to the masses. Accordir..g to the pr~ 

gressive literary movement, literature was aleo to take part 

in the struggles against the hard realities of life. 

Progressive literary movement condemned the overemphasis on 

classical literature as attempts to draw away the literature 

fran the con temp crary reality. The progressive writers m the 

other hand wanted to focus their writing on the same. 

P. Sankaran Nambiar, a leading deferrlent of progressive litera-

ture had argued that the poets in Kerala enthralled by Rama-

yana and Mahabharata failed to see the reality right in front 

of their eyes~ He ridiculed th~ as a 'backward looking' ( 'Pinnoki': 
1\ 

attitude and voiced the need for the creation of literature 

that 'looks forward' ( 1munnokki 1 ). 

22. Presidential Speech by Changapuzha Krishnapillai at the 
Second Cooference of Progressive Writers' Organisation, 
Kottayam (P.h. Gopalakrishnan, op.cit., p. 107.) 

23. P. Sankaran Nambiar, Sa_~~ll .. JU~~~aD!' K.R. Brothers, 
Kozhikode, 1953, Pe 19o 
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The excessive depEI'ldence <11 Sanskrit had been identified as 

one of the reasons that alienated the masses frcm the daninant 

literary tradition.~ The progressive literary movement felt it 

imperative to 1d&-Sanskritize' Malsyalam literature for enccmpass-

ing a wider audience. This was not an attempt to reject Sansk-

rit literary tradition. Progressive literary movement, theoretical-

ly, did not agree with the extreme positions of accepting or 

rejecting the tradition per se. M.P. Paul who was the President 

of the Purogamana Sahitya Sa.nghatana makes it very clear, when 

he said, 

the rich liter<>.ey heritage not only of Sanskrit 
but of the entire world belong to the progres-
sive writer, too. But progressive literature 
rejected the caste antagonism, obscuranti~ ser-
vitude and superstitions that had gro\-41 along with 
the great tradition of the Sanskrit. 25 

The argument made against the traditional culture in the 

name of progressive literature was not always in concordance with 

the theoretical position of critical acceptance adopted by the 

progressive literary movement. P. Kesavadev' s one speech, a vehement 

attack on Malayalam literary classics, had been flayed by the 

critics of progressive literature and used to be projected as 

24. P. 1\esavadev, Kes~vadev Kalnoottap._2in_~~!'.bu, N.B.S., Kottayam, 
1969, P• 35. 

25. M.P. Paul, Sahitya Vichar~L N.B.S., Kottayam, 1953, p. 127. 



an example of progressive writers• view Cll classical literature.26 

The criticisms of literary classics had been expressions of the 

desire for a new literature that depicted real human problems 

in the language of the people. 

Though the progressive writers• organisation was broadly poll-

tical a.IXi was perceived to be so, it was not a platfonn of 

27 
partisan poll tics. By the secooo half of the 1940s the 

COliDlunist Party tried to daninate the organisation and the 

party's attempts to impose its rigid literary positions upon the 

writers led to internal dissension and ultimate break up of the 

organisation. The chalge in camntmist position is ascribed to 

the change in its political position Wrl.ch became more militant 

after the World r/ar II. 

The CCl'lcept of social progress had been identified as the 

goal of the canmunist party. A host of writings that dealt 

political issues superficially had been promoted as progressive 

literature. 

26. P. Kesavadev, op.cit., pp. 29-42. 

'4. "The econanic depression after the first world war and the 
growth of the egalitarian ideas amoog the working class and 
the lower caste Hindus after the Bolshevik revolution were 
the most significant issues during the formative period of 
J eevatsahitya Sanghatana". (A. Balakrishna Pillai, quoted in 
P.K. Gopalakrlshnan, op.cit., p. 89). 



The ccmmunists• approach to literature as a means of pro-

pagan::la resulted in producing sane literacy works which were 

quite successful as political propaganda. Marxist ideas had been 

e!!ectivelJr canmunicated through them. 'Pattabakki 1 , a drama staged 

hundreds of times is a famous example. 28 It depi<:ts the tension 

in land relations and the injustice in the existing social 

strcuture, through the experiences of a poor family evicted fran 

the 19!rl by the landloro. The family members were left with 

no q:>tion but to resort to pilferage and prostitution. The 

pla_y tries to ccnvey the message that the exploitative social 

system that creates ineqaulity is responsible far poverty which 

perpetuates crimes in society. SocJ alism is the only solution 

for all these problems. The message has been conveyed overtly. 

In the end the sufferers vow to fight the system. Thrugh the 

drama was not acclaimed for its literary merits, it had been 

a tremendous success as a means of political propaganda. 

The successful cooperation of communists with the 
\) 

creatiee 

" 
writers during the early period of progressive literary organisa-

tim resulted in producing a nunber of creative works that 

28. K. Damodaran, the author of 1?attabakki 1 ·Nas a praninent 
leader of the peasant movement and the Cctmttunist Party. 

The play was written to stage at a peasant conference, 
The author had no pretensions about the artistic quality 
of his play. He adrni ts that his only intention was to 
project sotw of the burning issues f~ced by the landless 
peasants tlu·ough the play. 
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exposed the existing social systan and depicted the emergence 

of~ new class and its ideology vidch was based on a realistic 

approach to the objective reality. The novel 1 Randidangazhi 1 , 

a typical example or these writings, depicts the rise or class 

consciousness amoog the agricultural workers of Kuttanad. ~ The 

novel begins depicting a situation in which agricultural workers 

accept everything as fate. It delineates the process through which 

they becane class conscious and ends with portraying them fight

ing for their rights.JO 

The influence of Marxist ideas in literature had not always 

been as simple or direct as it manifested in the progressive 

literature. Many fonns of creative literature had dealt with 

rather complex questions about various aspects of human life and 

their interaction with Marxist ideas. 1 Kudiyozhikkal 1 , a poem 

which deals with the traumas of the middle c~ss is an example~1 

29. Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai, the author of Randidangazhi was acti
ve in the progressive \'lrit ers movement in its early phase but 
distanced himself fran it when the communists tried to impose 
their daninance upon· the organisation. He along with many other 
writers who were attracted by the humanistic approach of the 
organisation found it difficult to function according to the 
directives of a political party known for its adherence to 
strict discipline. 

JO. The historical truth is depicted here through human situati
cns captured in their reality. 

31. For Vailopilly Sreedhar a Menon, the author of Kudiyozhikkal, 
literature is not a means of propaganda. He tries to capture all 
the canplexi ties of human life. In Kudiyozhikkal, the poet 
identifies hL'llsel f with the middle class and try to depict 
the tragedy of his own class. 
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Progressive literature alCl'lg with the left political movement had 

created stereo types of revolution and social change. Depiction 

of histor,y as a progressive linear process and proletarian 

revolution, an inevitable future occurence that would resolve all 

hunan problems were the stereotypes produced by them. Vailopill.y' a 

poem tries to go beyond these stereotypes. The vulnerability of 

the middle class ani its apprehensions about the destructive aspe-

cts of revolution is the central theme of the poem. It is 

portrayed through the inner conflicts of a :niddle class intelle-

ctual. 

An important effect of i•iar.rlst influence was that the li-

terary themes began to centre around the marginalised social 

groups)2 The feelings and aspirations of these sections added 

a new vigour to Malayalam literature. 

32o The persons from the marginalised social groups such as 
scavangers, rickshaw pullers, agricultural workers, coolies 
and beggars had becane the main characters in literature. 

10dayil Ninnu•, in which the main character is a rickshaw 
puller, 1 Thottiyude Makan' (main character is a scavanger), 
1Theruvinte Katha' that deals with the life of beggars and 
underworld, 'Balyaka.lasakhi 1 in which the main characters 
had to w1dergo fonns of extreme poverty are some of the 
most popular novels that depict the life of the underpri
vileged. 



CONCLUSION 



The leftwing politics in Kerala, even when functioning 

within the framework of nationalist movanent, had tried to put 

the question of economic exploitation to the fore. The ll'!ft 

politics in close association with the traie union and peasant 

movements was able to identify itself· with the masses, through 

political actions and consistent prq>aganada against econanic ex-

ploitation and 

1st movenent, 

social oppression. Even 

the leftwing maintained 

nomic exploitation 

and its ideology. 

was not resolvable 

A different ideology 

as part of the national

that the question of eco

by n~tionalist politics 

was needed and Marxisn 

was found to 

problan. The 

ideology of 

be the only ideology 

left appropriated and 

capable 

projected 

to resolve the 

Marxism as the 

'the working class•, 1the poor' and 'the camnon 

man'. Harxist ideological propagation 

been mutually cooplementary, or to say 

former was part of the l:3.tter. The 

and political practice had 

more precisely, the 

E!I!phasis in the propaga-

tion of Mar:dsn was on the practical use of the ideology in 

restructuring the society in favour of the exploited •. 

The communists' portrayal of socialism, the system they sa1ght 

to construct over the ruins of capitali.sn, was of an affluent 

society. The attempt of communist propaganda 1.;as to inculcate 
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the masses with the idea that the prospects for a prosperous 

future lay with the success of Marxist ideology and politics. 

At the same time the moral superiority of the egalitarian 

socialist system over the exploitative capitalisn had been 

asserted as to establish a sort of moral legiti.llacy to 

Marxist politics. 'I'hus the communist party in Kerala sought to 

justify its ruoral superiorit.)' by projecting material and mo-

ral superiority it ascribed to the system that sought to be 

created. 

The carununist propaganda expl8ined the history of social 

change as a process of progressive advance towards superior 

social forms culminating in ccnnunism. i.xplaj ning thus the 

process of social change in a v1ay typical of classical MarJdst 

traditiCil, it predicted the imminent dol·mfall of capitalis:n and 

the anergence of socialism, the prelude to canmunism. Socialist 

revolution was deemed inevitable and Marxian politics car.mitt-

·· ed to bring out the revolution claimed sanction of hi story. 

Projecting themselves as the agents of history, the ?-:arxi sts 
---... 

tried to incull.cate the masses with the belief that l·ian-..ism, -..__... 

'the scientific theory' was 1the discovery' of the laws of 

social change and Martian politics perfectly in accordance with 

these principles was unmistakable. This belief had been a 

great motivating factor for the canmurd&t ranks. 
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The world.ng class politics practised by the canmunists and 

their emphasis on the leading role of the proletariat in the 

emerging struggles awakened the working class to the new social 

role and responsibilities assigned to them. The Marxist politi

cal practice including the propagation of ideas greatly affect

ed the self perception of the working class notably in the 

rise of awareness of their rights and led to greater involve

ment and participation of working class in Kerala' s politics. 

In the process of growing into a potential political organi

saticn, the communist party assumed the character of an all

powerful institution restricting individual viewpoints and 

givir~ little scope for independent thought within the party. 

The right to interpret arrl decide upon theoretical and pract

ical Guestions was the monopoly of the party. The highly cent-

ralised character of the party, the ritualistic reverence it 

dananded fran the cadre 1 and mechanical interpret at ion of ideas 

all contributed to the instituticnalisation of the party. 

The humanitarian concerns of Marxism often failed to impress 

the people due to the overanphasis laid on the institutiona

lised party. Rather than a means to achieve social change, 

the party was tended to be perceived as an end in itself. 

Ex.amplflS frQII Soviet experience had invariably been used 

to demonstrate the practicality of Marxist ideas and the super

iority of the socialist system. Soviet Union had been glorified 

to enonnous prOportions in car'lmmist propaganda. The Soviet 
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system had been projected as an epitane of future society, 

free fr<D all evils of degenerate capi tali sn and a real alter

native to it, thus a beacon of hope to all the world. The 

critics as well as the supporters accepted Soviet practice as 

real translation of Marrlst ideas. To defend Soviet Union in 

all its actions had become a practice of the party. The ca:np

lete identification of Marxist practice with Soviet practice was 

no doobt, the result of the domineering influence, the Soviet 

Unioo under the leadership of Stalin had had over the carum.m

ist parties the world over. Besides that the canmunists in 

Kerala who found it more convenient and useful to explain 

Marxist ideas relating to the examples 

especially to demonstrc;.te the efficiency 

it as an important mode of prqJagation. 

nee and glorification of Soviet practice 

part of Marxist politics in Kerala. 

from Soviet experience, 

of the ideas, developed 

The uncritical accepta

had becane an essential 

By assuning themselves the responsibility to defend Soviet 

Union in every matter, the canmunists in Kerala had been cons

trained to adopt ideological and political positions in accord

ance with Soviet practice. The party positions on two of the 

most important questions, democracy and individual freed an, had 

been influenced largely by the socialist state experience. The 

party's negligence to the questions concerning democracy and its 

portre.,ying of Soviet Union's as the best form of democracy 

were no answer to the quest:ions about the real nature of 
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democracy tmder socialisn or about the canmunist approach to 

democracy, but seemed to have strengthened the notion that 

democracy and socialisn were mutually exclusive. The party's 

position defending restrictions on individual freedan for the 

larger interests of society also was not a negation of the 

criticisn that socialist system was inherently despotic. Though 

there were isolated attempts to challenge the basic premises of 

the absolt<tist definitions of freedom, the canmunist arguments, 

on the whole failed to challenge the prevalent notion that 

democracy and L~dividual freedom were not possible under sociali-

sn. 

The carununists realised the need to understand and adq:>t 

to the cultural ethos of Kerala, for successful ideological 

penetration. The attempts to use the elements of tradition 

and culture for ideological propagation resulted in the appro

priation of myths, religious idians and folk and classical 

art forms. The most successful of these was the adoption of 

Kerala's pq:>ular myth, the myth of Mahabali. 

The comrntmiE'ts' attitude to art and literature was prima

rily directed by a utilitarian motive, to use than as vehi

cles of ideas. The communists were successful in effectively 

exploiting the cQ'NrJmicative potenti<1l of many of Kerala' s 

classj cal and folk art fonns which had been adopted to depict 

political themes, far different fran their fami.li"r themes. In 

the process, the capability of m~· of Kerc.la' s traditional 
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art. forms to deal with modern themes had been demonstrated. 

The camnunist appropriation of art forms, associated with reli-

gions helped the secular! sation of many or them, to a certain 

extent. 

Marxist influence in Malayalam literature manifested in many 

ways. The approach to literature as a means of propaganda had 

resulted in producing a host of writings lacking in creativity, 

falling far short in literary standards. kost of than were 

successes ae political propaganda. The Marxist literary critici

sn in Malayalam, ill equipped to deal with the questions of 

literature hailed than as true representations of progressive 

literature using the definitionss of progressive literature 

taken from Soviet litarary criticisrrl. Even while the party's 

basic approach to literature remained mechanical, it was acco-

modative to many of the important creative works that did not 

exactly fit into the communist definitions of progressive lite-

rature. The central concern of all these writings had been 

problems of material reality, mainly the problems or hunan 

suffering and inhumanity of the system. Most of the authors 

generally shared the humanistic concerns of Marxism. The caruuun-

ist literary positions tended to be mor~ and more rigid arrl 

by 1948, beca~e almost intolerant to the writings and authors 
1\ 

who di.d not accept the party line. As the culmination of this 

process many praninent authors sympathetic to Marxist ideals who 

had been associated with the ccmmunists in 'Purogamana Sahitya 

Sanghatana', the literary organisation, pulled themselves out of 
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the organisation in 1948 when the carununist party tried to 

impose its rigid literary views on them and to use the orga

nisation for narrow political needs. The new political line 

adopted by the communist party of India in 1948 and the 

growing 

Stalinist 

influence of Soviet literary criticism daninated by 

views accounted 

positions. Despite the 

for the changes in canmunist 

superficiality of its approach, 

literary 

the 

canmunist intervention helped to 

ions regarding the social role 

The carununist literary practice 

generate debates on the quest

and oojectives of literature. 

widened the domain of literature 

and created a new audience who were out of the reach of the 

dcninant literary forms. Regardless 

1i terature, Marxist ideas had been 

of party's positions on 

influential in shifting the 

focus of literature to the problems of material reality. 

The awakening created among the lower ranks of the popu

lation especially in rural areas was one of the notable effects 

. of ccrnmunist political practice in Kerala. With active su:pport 

from the middle class intelligentsia, the canmunists brought 

pe~le fran among the working class, peasantry and the rural 

poor to the realms of cultural and intellectual life. To 

explain national and international developments to the masses 

besides political and practical questions had been part of the 

carununist educative initiatives. Notwithstanding the partisan 

manner of these activities they helped to broaden the outlook 

of ccrnrnon people. The revelation that the destiny of the 
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conmon man was determined by various forms of . canplicated 

social economic and political relations it self had affected the 

popular perception of reality to a great extent. 

By appropriating all available means of canmlmi.cation in

cluding pericx:lical and non-pericx:lical press and publishing houses, 

potential cultural institutions like libraries and reading rooms 

and traditional art. fonns, the ccmnunist s prepared the para

phernalia ne~jed for ideological penetration in Kerala society. 

The adoption of cultural institutions helped the carununist party 

to create its OWl intelligentsia as well as to attract a 

group of sy:npathetic intellectuals, largely canmi.tted to Harxist 

ideals, not necessarily to the political positions of the party. 

The creation of the super structural institutional appratus may 

be the most important factor that helped the corununists to 

penetrate large sections of Kerala society. 
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APPENDIX 

Brief Biographical Scetches of the Canmunist Leaders 
WhO had an Important Role in the Dissemination of 
Marxist Ideas in Kerala, 1939-52: 

Achuta Me1Hil 1 c. Born in 1913 in a middle class family 
at Trichur, in Cochin state. Had gradua
tion in Law. Joined Canmunist Party 

through Cochin Prajamandalam. Was the secretary of Cochin District 
Congress Canmittee and the member of the K.P .c. c. Held the post 
of Secretary of the Cochin District Camni. ttee of the Canmunist 
Party and of the Kisan Sabha. Secretary of the CPI Kerala State 
Council at the time of the split in party in 1964. Remained in 
CPI after the split. Chief Minister of Kerala from 1970 to 1977. 
Retired from active politics in 1977. 

Balaram, N.E. Born in 1919 in North Malabar. Was active 
in Ranakrishna lld.ssion in early age.Joined 
Congress in 1934. Secretary of the Kotta

yam Tal.Uk Canmi.ttee of the Congress. Joined the Congress Socialist 
Party in 1936. P arlicipat P-d. in the CSP meeting held near T alasseri 
that decided to merge in CPI.Remained in the CPI after the split. 
Secretary of the Kerala State Council of the CPI during 1971- 184. 
Currently member of the Central Secretariat of the party. 

Damodaran 1 K. Born in 1912 in South Halabar. Participated 
in the second civil disobeclience movement 
and got arrested. Studied at Kashi Vidyapith 

during 1935-37. Secretary of the KGP.C.C in 1938. AICC member in 
1940. Manber of the first c Qrununist group formed in 1937. Remained 
in the CPI after the split. Last years were spent in research en 
the history of the canmunist movement in India. Orator ani philo
sopher. Author of many books on politics, philosq)hy, literature, eco
nanics an:i history. Died in 1976. 

Devadas, M.s. Born in 1912 in an aristocratic family. 
Worked as a college professor in Singapore. 
Editor of Desabhimani fran 1942 to 1948. 

Prcminent theoretician of the party. Joined CPI{M) after the 
split. Died in 1988. 
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George, K.C. Bom in 1903 in Central Travancore. Practised 
Law at Tri vandrum. Given up for full time 
politics. One of the leaders of the Travancore 

State Congress. Led the left wing politica of Travancore fran. an 
tmderground shelter in Cochin. Secretary, Travancore Camnunist Party. 
Manber CPI Central Conm:ittee. Minister in first camnunist ministry. 
Remained in CPI after split. Died in 1986. 

Gop alan, E.P. Born in South Malabar. Joined Congress in an 
early age. Was not happy with the CCI'lgress 
policies fran the beginning. Did not accept 

the policies of Satyagraha. Did not participate in Guruvayoor Satya
graha. Became the president of Valluwa.nad Taluk Ccngress Camnittee 
in 1935. Remained in CPI after split. Popular orator of the 
party in ~Ialabar. 

Gopalan, A.K. Bom in 
Teacher. 
movement. 

Satyagraha. K.P.C.C. Secretary 
Council of the CPI in 1944. 
parliament. One of the most 
carunUP.i!3t movement. Died in 

1902 in North :Halabar. School 
Participated in secmd disobedience 

Had leading role in Guruvayoor 
in 1934. Secretary, Kerala State 
Leader of the CPI (M) group in 
p~ular leaders of the Indian 

1977. 

Gopalan, K.P.R. Born in North ~lalabar. Participated in the 
second civil disobedience movement ani was 
imprisoned. Joined the Congress Socialist Party 

after the release fran jail. Arrested in connection with the Morazha 
riot (15 September 1940). Sentenced to death. As a result of the popu
lar movement, the government reduced the death sentence to life impri
som£nt. Joined the CPI(M) after split. Left CPI(M) and started a 
a party called Bolshevik Party. Retired fran active politics. 

Govindan Nair, M.N. Born in 1911 in Central Travancore. 
started social work a.11ong the Harijans. 
After canpleting graduation went to 

Wardha and stayed at War.iha Asram. The secretary of the 
radical group in the Travancore State Congress. Secretary of the 
Kerala State Council of the CPI when the party was elected to 
power. }1ember, C.P .I. Central Secretariat. Died in 1984. 

Keraleeyan, K. A. Born in North !4alabar. Prominent peasant 
leader of Malabar. Secretary, Malabar Di &

trict Coogress Carm.tttee in 1937. Leading 
role in the anti ·-imperialist peasant struggles. Remained in 
Cl?I after split. Retired frcm active politics. 
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Krishnapillai, P. Bom in 1906 at Vaikkan in North Trav~ 
ncore. Studied up to 5th standard. Became 
a coir factory worker and lef't the job 

within six months. Influenced by the Vaikkan Temple entry Satyag~ 
raha - a Satyagraha for opening t~ approach roads to the Vaikkom 
Temple to the untruchables and lower castes. Had leading role 
in Guruvayoor Satyagraha. Leader of the Cmgress and the Congress 
Socialist Party. Became the Secretary of the first Kerala State 
Canmittee of the Ccmnunist Party of India. Died of snake poison 
at an urrlerground shelter at Alleppey in 1948. 

Nambood.irippad, E.K.S. Born in 1909 in South Malabar. 
Participated in the second civil 
disobedience movement. Actively parti

cipated in social reform movements. Secretary of KPCC in 1934 
and 1938-40. One of the foun:ier leaders of the Congress Socialist 
Party in Kerala. Joint Secretary of the All India Congress Social
ist Party. Menber of the Central Carrnittee of the Canmunist Party 
since 1941. Chief ~~nister in the first camnmist rrdnistry in 
Kerala 1957-59. Presently General Secretary of the CPI(M). Leading 
theoretician of the party. Written many books on history, politi• 
cs, economics and literature. 

Narayanan Nair, P. Born in 1906 in Cochin State. ~itor 
of Mathrubhoani. Praninent leader of the 
Ccngress Socialist Party. Translated 

J ayaprakash Narayan's 1'.'lhy Socialism' into Malayalam. Associated with 
the camnunist periodicals, Prabhatam and Desabhimani. Remained 
in CPI after split. Died in 1973. 

Sankaranarayananthampi, R. Bom in 1912 in an aristocratic 
family in Central Travancore. 
Had leading role in ccmnunist 

politics in Travancore. Conducted party classes for the cadre. 
Speaker of the first Kerala legislative assembly. Retired from 
active politics after split. Died in 1990. 

Subrahm.3Ilyashenoy Born in 1913 in North Halabar. Was a 
Volunteer in Payyannoor Congress Confere
nce. Di snissed from the school for 

burning the Union Jack. Went to Cochin in underground. Became 
Secretary of the Cochin Di.strict Canmittee of the party. Ended 
underground life after 19h 7 o Joined CPI (t-r) after split. 
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Sugathan, R. Born in 1901 in Alleppey. Worked as a 
school teacher. Took part in social refonn 
movements. Was the first secretary of the 

Travancore Coir Factory Workers Union. Secretary, Travancore Trade 
Union Council. Praninent trade unionist of Kerala. Remained in 
CPI after. split. Died in 1970. 

Unniraja, C. Born in 1919 in an aristocratic family in 
South Malabar. E):iitor of many communist perio
dicals. Conducted party classes. Remained in 

CPI after split. Leading theoretician of the party. 

* * * 
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