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Gild Politic• in tte~yane VU.lage• autttaltted bJ 

Dindu Ve:ai.ehtha,. fo• tlhtdegne of Moate:r of 

.Phi.lOMPh)t hee bot .pte vJ.~ alv baen submitted 

fat- OrtJ othet detJ"'IJ o.f thts ol' t1nr other 

Unt\ftlrnl.t:v. We tocommettd that this dieeertatJ.aft 

eho.\tld he plaoed befo&:G \he .,,uan1no:rs fa~: theizt 

eontJJ:.duaU.on f.o• tho «tward ot ti •. Ph.il detj"e·-



1 tdt n thie oppol'tuni t:y to axpr- noo my s5.ncera thanks 

to ·my gu1da PrQf ... c.p,. Bhsmne1. tar the gr-unt incmtiu e ha pr-ovided 

me :and :tGr .gi.!iling ms the fle'!Sftt o1'·h:ts profOU"it! oxpcn::i mce and 

knnwleugeM! Mi$ J.nveluatU.a guidan::e tlnlpof-1 me to ovcrcom& tha 

eri tJ.e.a,t junctllres that came my t:=ay. 

1 i.:.'Ould alco UXf.U.ess my thanks to the vUJ.ager;11 of Kaulats 

end Shr:l ViJa:v Singh She~m:a -.. aluck DGvalo;:mtmtt Cff1ear at lflajJot' 

fer, the vel-uitble t!ltmlstG'ICO rendtnl'.ed by them in COJ':$pj.l1nq this datn. 

~·-V~~~ 
{ Bindu ..,. Vasi~f'ta ) 



_,, 

Tl~ts UJss4lrtaUcn pres~ts a t':lllage atw:ly in• liatt}f.UUI: 

State. thi~S stJJdy att.ar.;pts tci ex::;;nino the '~slatio<lshj.p l$tiltnQ thrm 

. m~:Gl' dtcene!OI'ls of' ~ual st.~uctu~t~ in lndie- Casto1. Class &"ltt" 

vi nt:.~i:ng. tha vt..ll.agars.,. Tha ststanents ot vi llag~s,. a.ra gi vm in 

va;oioutt chaptor~. in their r.:ro'Uiat: tongue (H1nd1) end th;;lr. t?$:el.Gt1ont? 

!ntc Er!1911oh haue bGart gi vtel'l oppoai~e t hom-. 

~-V~I~ 
( 81ndU - Uss1shthe } 
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ltieJ;~ ·tndepemtonoe ttu!-,e ""• a t!en&hi ·ttllfeft.eft·8$'8 and Ql'u~tety 

ttblllut Plf4PGS" ~Uonlng or dcmOUaQY Stt· a thdtttcn~l eeo.tal.mlUw end 

und• davs1opea e~omy. "lha. leedertt Acml.y bel.tftdd thf!t th:e pQUtit;al 

$V~~Jt• b$1 to set. the- pace f'W eurd.Sl Change.- l'ha t950 c:anau tu-~t:on gh 

tt'ttJnfo*• 6etl•re:ct 1rltfla to b& a. :aseul.a~~ d-.l"atlc atate .:m:d eneu~-ed 

ttl .-11 CJ tt ~- :Of lnt!#le. ~lty of· statue ~d QJ:JPOl!tunlty;111\ Tho 

t:Ol'l$tlt~<~'l1- -$Bilbted eny A$CtlmlnaUOR OB lhe baels- of oaate. .Cl'eod 

. ·rtr :ae)C., The ~j,Utut1m ~-04 unt~n·ty mcJ caste dtecrtmlnet>­

ion tn ~art! u use fit· pul)U.c faclUUG'$• 

the ~:tel _. • .,. • ., as- &t $\oolf at •• U• of lndspau:lenca 

weo an esc~Sptl'lls fiJ«Ht$11 or IJtatua arul bluBI'Cb)f,. The lnatlt.utlon of 

t:ste hae bl!t.m one of the Geclu$1VG *"•r~•Sstt• >ef thtt lndlGD 

'S~1$ty unco G41'1Y lJUQ8$if In eplte of grat ~~8. tn thEJ -Metory 

of' .tma~e, C4$t& ~- contt.nued to· be en Important f-aaw• ot· '!ndtm aoct-cA 
' ' 

u•·~ llt .,.s:tttvtes tho i}htatest -~of' lndl-- ..... , .... tho aystom . . . -·~- ~ 

h•c :been ontl at '~et 4J,de$t .-uf ~rose $..,1'-Gta eyatama of $tlclal orgatd.eta~-

1-cm~ lbe 4-~lpti;On :of oa&le ".a in lte stdtl'-- foJOY le ·th:at one•e 

CGs-t-e ,po$1tt·• in • ~ituailY deteJ~minel# status hlra~y dsfl~. •·o•'• 

totel Ufe. ~ <;f~ft t<n-:011 ce g.1'ftt -cktal GbOtt\ an ·tnctf.tlf.dua.l • hie accup~ 
' 

l~, 'his e4t:cattcn:,. ttte fd.~e en:~ political p~l.Uett•1, M.a matl'J. ti\9G· 

ehoi~V.- bl·s· ~atlatd au,..be:rsh!p tnd •eta., tn ttu.m~ lt he :b·eert 
~ . ' . ·. . ' . . .. 

-. . 
oeacr:lbt:ld et~a a ey,stsm •' tnaUhtttnd,i~. tn-...ltty • ,., . . . . - ... 

not. many w1.,11 dJ.-eputo the viat~J ~hat both aocls:aty and po11ttca fn 

catttGmpotGJ lmtl.e ar• pamtns .. 'IGtJQh a pe~(Jd of t&-an$lttcn,. fha 



t2 t 

~. ~' ~ 

tradlttmtal 'sod.al structu•a Whl,ch remained 1n e etatr) ot near-stagu.t\J.clft 
. ' 

to.- eentut$-E~et has lntebCtl'ld etith tho to•cea 1'4 eaesci by.· tho l'apld 

8J#GU ot ecbcatton.,. iqtt-ov.acl memu;a. of' comunJ.cati.:cMe. m£1 lncraasingl<y 

•:attui.U.z..S at1:tactu-118 of adml~etl'at.lcn• lnttve~1eU~cn. ulde1y professed 
- -

faltb :ln change and developnt~mt.., Md abov• au., "'" lntrcdUCttm of 

.1il0ctatl'O ·f#OCIJOJJtee for electing :tepl'e~Jantettvee -·:Qf: . ._ coJMUtd.ty- to ·the 

rtf)tf-J.Y ·Sstebll-shed etar gove1:nl.n9 "'at1tuU-G"'s et vsd.oua 18\fele. Jcn­

li'0$11191Jia th-a toMeo whJ.c:b -ave t11n1'k$d totstatde cttenge,. . dtlf!JOCI'ati·Q ide~•~ ' 
~-, ' ' • : •: r • \ • : • • _ 

.,P~®eu-oAa ana tnat1tutt·•s•. bo-.,.Gtf:ed f~ eoma;W"ttil'n,~ilui.ea• na.V' pl;ay,_: 
- .• 

e. $f.tJlf!cSt t 'Ble. Onet of tho direct (ftd p.empas the cu:a1)t si£Jli·f!can-t1 

~&GtJJSlCss of tbi.-s ~nt-roOAc:Uortc• whlcn 1e now Obsm:vGbla in many ports o,f 

Jnt~La. le some kind$ of loo~entng up of the convet1m811Y eetribltsbed 

pc;lltlcQJ. ~eletlc:tlsh:lP. ont~- the one hand, md f¥l· .ave:tg:rotting -Ptill'mos that 
' . . . 

pu\'Jltc pnUoy daclolona d'ld theil' i~ma.mtatlms can bt!llntluend.*'D m th-e 

otbs»., Th:e democ~$tlC p£GC.,t1t..-e&· 1rt the.tr effort to t\Jncticn ·td.tbin tha 

f:rameuol:k of soclal (lfid eeonmn!c condi ttG1& prevalent to lndi-a,. •tdj .are 
. -~· 

1n1ld.cal to -~ teri.Gl'l1etn and right$. of tha 1ndiv1dual :bJ!va lost m.,cta ot 

+hell' tbeot1 tt:ea1 ;pt;Jri ty. 

fbi.Q 1:$ a c-ontrovftcial probltm ss to tllhethe eqts systuam 1e 

t"Gall f dylng a tl:$'tt#a1 dOstb ln lru:tJ.a. \lfbsn .ones l48 have apten f'O'I' ertd 

bogart. to lbO\#e tn the e&rectton of a aga);$ta1'1#t ao-=lety. But tble remain~t 

-ut111 a fa~ err. :Caste J.e oon.t1nutng to nave a etrtnglehOl_d Ln the 

~c«mocntc .. d poUtical ut·e of the peopl~ There ts e G\13pJ.ctan ebetlt tha 

dl«t&pp·hhnOG of the coste ,;t.&P~•·- Q~auoe "ND lnsl.tltutfll\\ dlaef;Jpaara 

Uke thet•-!1• .A.N~li.nivaa the lllell knObln ~th'-Opologl.ot 1e .a teaJc• propantitit 

'~•- ReJnl K:OthGtl t •:caote in tndt-En PoUUcs' 1970 _Oa-lhS 

( G.dEn-t. t.ct:mnmans ) P.4,. 



s~mnga'~• £""t;;n if ue gr.Stt that ite eftGC.S.veneoo ,t.n ;tho urhen at'eaa 
' . . ' ~. "·. 

cf dot.~btru~. ~4t~y,. 1 t !G stLU e pt.-niJ\* fQatult& of' U.:fo '"' 

vtll~o tnd1,_,.2· 

' ' -

In .o. ·ltlttezo ·~o 3L Meh'ftl Garu:htJI. ~-e that u t l_'ta"e no doUbt; 

ubl'lt1JQeu~a" t:ba't If l~dl.e fli'Uf thrcugb lndl.ri the tit~W:ld has to be t•ee lt:t 

tho t~ue SfJJ't$0 Of the ttJOrt4. ct:f'O eball aoorm% 'o"t letfJl"J ha\l~~\1:!_~~~~-.GO 
.. ·. . --- ·-- ·-·----··-··-----··---------~-------:-~~ ' --~ ., -

.. . . 

the· fi!Ct 'that pmf'lc:t dtall not llve ln towns but in vU~s.~es ·nat tn 

pelaCGS but i'n hute•.. According to varlaus ee:tl.mat- 10}C to so- ot ' 

tnd!m populatlon ltua: .l.n vtl~·f:Qoe. V111q;-e Sndla p~eamts a· ptct\nto of 

unlqwet.y c~etB. -structured society. 

an :NJ:f4 India caste &'s:tem hse tta• one of t:he oldE!Gt t~~d mae't 

elaborate· :f¥stem at $0cl.al ol\gantaatt-.. AU t~tant chcd.ces olm 

.lntilvldUal _.. det-.Jllnect tw bbth ln a pa~Uculat' cu\te n eaVu• he 

he~ no c!lalcee_. In GhOJt\ tho :Ce$te eyatem ln ftllol tndla le de~1b«J 

as e eysterflllf '1net:Ltu·Uone11aedt~ ~eUty,. 
f· . i' 

the ·tMdlttcnal ®Gd 4f caste 1:tystem t.n vlli. . .sgG lnd:i.a u'as ·that of 

e:tatu~ -.umtu1Ucn,. J,t: crnd.tlagea a cong-,uence #1«19 verJ;oua Pf,)t)1ti01a-., 

the po~JlUontl ets depandmt upon and mtatl-' brascd.pUve eaate 

posltt-erte-: Tba model thun empt):esltxus ~ather than achlsvement• 

2. A . .tl.-S-r.f.niv• • •cute 1n Rod em ttfdi~· 1964. 
A$!~ PUb:lldltng Mous_,, · 

·'' 
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J.n ita· ext~ems ·tram oaste abetlfJ.cetlQ'l oUb$U1lJSS aU ath•~ 

ottatl¥&lerl syet~ to .,. eKt"en:t that 1t cotQ;d be ®eatlQ'lsd h• 

eppr.op1!1ste l·t. £e t~ talk qf dlYfsrm:t dl~tf;~;, ot.otntlf'1entiort 

in aucn a sc~ietY• conaequentJ.r,. tl'ts eystom :lfl Oeued •Homogenous• 

'"ru,.,....mpll*3.• it is classt.t •. · · 

. The I!DS\!ll!!!B~'!i' ... Od,l &v. re•a ~,ndJ.f! eJ.:ect matka ebtttne.G· Of·· 

l.nteJnel dlffmfer.Uatlon .wong the pe.t-$1.'¥1't8 btaong;tng to the aams ceote •. 
• ' . • I 

lm:ta eo a ••uJ..t ot tu,aantal rcltH~tert.ne and vertical S!ti.t!m.t&Sie• 

llJd.!!!M!~Ii Alb!u·oalJa "'Cnmmulatlve .1n...-aUt$.&~;.. tho eyatcm lo nan­

c~eUtlvs. TtutsO eloments *' Cl~aed highly :hlOI'#A::td.Cal• Cmnbinatlvc 

tnd n~eotDpaU;ttva • at #OClGI. ~tl'aUr!oatlon ht~ve bC!Bn canstdared 

eynonymoulf u1th Jn.tJa•s ld.llege ceate s,y,etdm. Some ~Uage studies 

t;~ld.cl\ h•e noma longi\fadl.nal analysSs·a Qiggest that the~ ttas g~eate~ 

;etatuQ oummaUc:n 1ft pte-lntfspenden~: tn~. two or the .etudies that 

exfJ»1n.c the -atotus eUI'I'lnetltn mm:te); 1!101!8 expUdtay $:tO those or fftH:tGrl.ck 

B•tb J:Jtd An.be 8de1Ua. 

e.-th conur:ua t»tatua 'Gwm~attcn ·aa an oaseum ,.,, fhti cete 

Q)'Gtam lt it! an thJ.s JDlnetple that he applloe ·the caste model to the, 

ana,lycl&·ot trurnm-~Un~· .eoclety of tbe f$l~Jet-:pathsns* the pli.nclPlo 

Of stetua-eummanat.tan errems to tta ·the et~uct~:~~al fea.tul'e- wblett meet 

ci.eatly ttte•acterlzos caste aa cystem of social atr:at1f1catiat. In 

th.S..e soclo l.ogle.aUY ~~ ,um:tamental sense the concept .at cnste ma.v 
be ~se1'u1 in the. dal·yd& o~ non-lndl.fltt sacleti~m.,. As OU'lY ae tn 

1154 Barth found a cr.nalde~rc·le cona~ruenco ammg caste, Clsea end pottJet 

panl.tio'u.l .tn at~tat eoclety.s 

3,. s.r,.natte1J "fbe theory or socl.al atructu~o• (Lom:loni eotnm eru.s West) 
1957 P-35., 



tn Sri.pt.;ram a wlllege ln south lndJ.a etu:tled by All*e MeUlo6 

• c;onsl.r.ter$-le acwunt a.f e~atua ccmgrWJ"&ce tr~as found vntiJ. '1:940., In 

~tadiU<nQl .ed.puroll 24• ••attlalna ~mtnettd (if.Jclally• -Q~callJ 

end poUt1~llf o,ver 49J or the untouehttlleo 11\dl O~evicttlS• 'The 
0 . 

ueehtt4ns JltOftO~e edU~tlcn• ~d l!lost 'Of' ~e :iend ln the' village 

t1Xetted gha"t inf~.ence tn the atf eift fl tbtl!l vUl egs and 'IIJ1th the 

htg'har lovs,\ oouernmentel at~thod.tiss Gnd mjGySt -. tul)}. and ctv$a 

:ln t»adtt1cn81 et-=·ture ·(at ~tpuram) the oleQVt!Qda· 
. . . . 

or CS$te.,, c:ln•. end · pr:ri,IJ~ tsruted ~h · mo1:a theft· tflda}t to ~un ·along tbe . . 
'. 

:eenus grcovQO·~ lf' one were to dJatJ a r:u~of1'e .of· eoc:lal EJ<tl'atittentim 
'. . . . . ' ·' .. . .. 

tn srtpurcra of: th& 194DSt, l t ~ld eppr.oximate· .motfel ott status tM~~A•l!·cn,. 
. . ~ . 

e l'tle silt!Je s:¢ctuJ:"o $Org~ ~ other· $tud1••· tn f·iedlu.'JJUJ• a 

v11lage in taert~n. u,..p,. studf.e.d by 8Pnarct t1\)f'in., the high csta ThakUI'S. 

~mtng .~4~ of thr~ ,population ~jflyad '80cl.~1, ec:onomlc: and polit.1coJ. 

(Sc)mlnane~ ovtn" tha mora numerCXJa but J.o~ar statue Noniyas end tmtoucbable 
' ' .· 

ebsnars until. 1940.7 

4.. Sea ftobe~t. Oehl• tttlo gov'ftne ( 196t) 
{R~ nnvon J: Vsle un!verstty Pl'ese) 

.. 

5. .f'rodrick 8o1'tht "'The aystm of a'OCSel eU>«ti.tioation· in smat. 
MoJ~!stan'• 1n AeflSCta e'f CS$te tn S~Nth-lndlt~:t C:a)"ltln:G & 
fiotth-biast :Pak1otan, od by Laaf#'t. . , 
(C.ambd.d9Q .Unlv•stty. Pr-esa 19Gil) P-t44"!' 

6.. A~ 1J'Ot~-f.ie~ £aate,. &lea 4. '-·~(Changing Qattema ~t >&tratt• 
tJ.c,dJ..on. tn l',anJ'Ore ut.Uage) 

(8ut<eJ.r* tlnivsr$lty of Cell.:fcst.'ni8 PmS$) .19ti5rt 

'• ••nad Cof'll'a · ~thangitlg status of a_ napram.um Cast~ 1fi'h4.Uag$ 
Iru:fia~ sd~ bY f\ndd.n ll~J.~tt;" (t;hleagn :1 1fn1,H1~s!~y flf .Ch!cago 
P•esol '1;9SS ts~D) , · 
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Bal1or*a otucty of the upt:~ard mot:lility of the &bated Outo·~ . 

.f)f Or1eoe also faund: th:at Aft· 11Jth CG'lt:ury fldeoa. "thG d1vls!tn of' 

\llaal tb end .palitlce1 :pow~ ft.t.UOtled ttts $-G Unea or cast.e dl.v1e1cne end 

thtt r.kl'ajd'JJ in these fJ.tJld$ SllJt'OMlma'ted the fl.tual syatem, tteo 

cong;-..... t t!tlth ·ttte poUtJ.c4 sy.etfZtl.n 

. ' 

:Ob:\etnSCS in mt~Y c~ntry.et ell. Utmaa ln truman h1stOZ!}'~ The eancept at 

•cas• ~~ VUJ ald. ftrst1y •. Pla,to divided the J)Dpulettcn tnt.a throe 

' gl'CUp& ln bis •tdQt1l:a :Republic•·. 'Af'~s Plato. Ptarx mads the ClOSt 

lmpo.rtant cantribut1cri to ·ttte cmc1,1Jt ct Clau: phftltmen-on. He mea-e (II 
1> • ; 

~nomio spp#Oech to ·the ·stUdy ot Cl.aea. ph ttl Merton end Pl'®tld. ttul tt m·:y 

'SO~al ph!motnenon .UltJ$. PJrllriadly detel'mittGti by economic tcrceu at Wqfk,.; 

·fluX· liSbeJ: clot,lnQCl •·ci\1•' (Klass ln g~rman.) ns e. g1'10up c'r "~sOl$. 

noccup.tng the· GlPD' e~ss t:rk·tua .- cle$8 nt·tuat!tw'l douotes tbe 

f1Qasss!J1(1l o»· l•ck &~· P•• to oxdungs• gaoda ol' ec tlls f'ot tile stks 

of ineo• Jin, a etv., ocmH.tmic CtittJt~ such a QJ'Oti'f> of pat'S1lns 1c then e 

*C&- ~ :fn lllelJGt"18'1 tllrfSC• g 

India ts m 4!91'1~dan countl"Y• .ftpproJCtmet~lY SO$ of lntJ:> p:Jpulatl'Oft 

lt.•e.ln 111..11egaa ·td.th t:ti'Jtll$ "10~ daiv$.,ng th* bna\c 1ncome f':t'tlm agriculturet 

Tf\e h!11to7;.y ~ttf the !nd!.ttn)laa peasantry •a entf.•f.Ot1Qa1 st~ugg-1e,. "'111-o.h 

has 41a;tta1opsd slnce t:h.a e&rl'Y ~o• of Wo etntuty !a .at tho time: a 

h1sto:qt-or· -~trugglo fOI' ~lving t.ha ·$9~$1iaft qurn~ttm. 

a.-s.r;. Gatley• fftasto aru1· £conomic £ft,mtie~ 

C",t'tA.OhG$ht *. nm ~et;hEh1tSi' .. .,1VBr$1ty P~e:ss) 1957'1 ppt 184-t.SS •. 

g., Y.P.Ch1t:bo~. '"'~ :taste to C.te_. 
( Ao&Od a tad Publishing f!UJ:oet. New DelhJ.•5) 196?,.. 



.ey ith& Ume tndla attatned I "depdence,. there had dsvelopG(I in· 

the COJA'nt~y ffXtl:'smeJ;y veiled and .intricate systEms of !.an~tenu~e. The 

toi:'ln& .of p:operty in l.md ex1sU.ng.t.n t.ndla . today,• state, lend 1ftd 
' "' . . ·. ' . . ' . ' . . . ~ ' . 

stld pe$eentry ,_.ere genotf.csUy related to thf! f'c:ttms of .fatttlal ~and 

. t.enu~e:a ,wf11cf'l h$S tdten $hepe by tho time of'" tile country•a. ~olm.tel 

!lh"l:01$u~ent. and itlhict ·we-ts turttle~ evQlvl!d ~n~~ a~f;tf.·ah· l'UlG ·l0 · 

By t.ha mlddl.s ct the ·19th Century thlrm fhte.\e. l-md r-evmu08 . . 

syettllll ;had bum g'l'adUaUy ·1ntl:o;dltead 1-n the proutnqse of Bd.tS.sh India .. 
. . . . . . . ' 

Za~nda'tl., RyeJtttatl. and Aah:;Jlt~ter1 ·• all s:eru.tng the same .ent~,, namely to 
0 

, ' , , t ' • ·-. "'' 0 ; 1 •• I 
0 

, 

. ' 

The QOn~mtt-ntion ot land tfl. lncJ!a ~sa not follOWed by . . . 

cun~reti01 rJt egd.cult:ure p"t_odUett..on.. Acco~d.t."'tg to the t.ate KG 

~1vaewamr 1ft of' the total ntmJb~ :of agrlct~lturi'SW .. on the 1~rl:gatmi lands, 

15~ u~a !Jsn_..t~. tm:t~n the eefd-tetJda1amopoly1 in ~hid't landlords 
• ! ' • 

.. sxp].oiled terymtau.it VG ftanty.ann!kav st-tt'J!Jed ln ale papers-on •agrattan 

~.el..at1al& in PunJab hDl:f land 1ft'd• lantf owneehip aR'ld the system of' ssm.t­

f'audQl $Xploltatlan 'ttec £f0138dtl~ the dtwGl-opmont. of poam;nt tat'ittl:J tnd th·e 
. . 

--~·--·~~~-~-.-~-,-~~~t·-··~••••·--···-Jti•;~··---=•~~-~.-·-,•·•~*·~•-•-••11~•~·-~-·•-zr-----·~q-·~·n ~~-t -~ 

10 .Glguy ~ot;)\fSltY' •Agr~tcn ttGfol'fnii.f19 'n tndie" (T;,.'frol!t. ftu~de by 
. ' ' t 

~;,. t.amb KJ.nl!i risu nelh&1, tJeople*s PUblieN.ng Hruse) 1:964,. 

11'• r.n Sluaswamy_.. •Aadrea 'Raytttwer.t Tanmtft ha coru:iuctaQ. up~d.&\ 
. ,. 

eurvey of tmmt ~4 landlord ~e:t.a.Ucnohtpe in Aadra" proulnc~ (quoted 
~ 

'hOD! GJ.groy KotoVSJ<y • Ag~sr.ten Reforms 1n India. op.,ctt p -J~I,_.,J,ni-:.,,, 



Peasent~y in thG l;o1on1ei Punjab*• (quotetS fl'Om ltgorp lt~tbvl#c,l-"' 
tsrads Refp£'!i .tn Jnd&al .. Pesslb e:?,l;x;odM'~t£n u • . . . • .. . • 

0"' W Sa)tQna naye in tf\!.s confiecUon that blg E~td tttJalthy 

peaaanu P3td ,._ thm tho rEnt paid by tenants. The pam»:ew peasants 

t~n~e tbe mat·n ob·Ject ot exploitaUtm by the anlney..l.etdm:a.~1 Tbue 

PC .J.mJili sara ';lea#antl'y conoUtutes the most .tmpo~tmt 1Claae• in 

a· pt-\ldominantly agt!eden c:ountry'~~'14 

··lntov.&ky in hls *Agttad.sn n.~orms in India' llldtes that •the 

eggr:avsttt.n .of tha ;tt.mtrst.i etlM bettfeen the p-rOductf.ve f<~rc.se and 

pto.dut:tim reJ.etfona !n ~ha 'l'ndian counay- .s.lde .,,.,,. •• ~n·teft1J1f.J..ett 

tha clave entng~tsm,.: The eonrllct t~~as tflti-fatKJQl. ·~d enU<M!11ttpada1lst"• 

Df:.. PC :Joshi tn lUs *1Qnd lrefo~ms An tndla• called the 

· ~epcrt of Indien NeUonal Congrea) or Dec. 194? hms one of ths most 

*lmd• to the t1l1er• end tho eboll.tlai'\ «:~f' ncn-cultivat!ng ints~este 

'from 1end.1S 

Thus aftG* lndopendenca the Zamln&l:J. lboh tion Act wae 

peatH'!!th Under the lSUO: p~ouidlng fu~ the abol1t.\ t'.l1 ,(ff ~~r.tmlndaJ:'i sy.etfft 

th;i.e cst:.ego:ry of' l~Jtrt;i l'e'llllined no pl!Opet"~.-

t3. W Sayena"', (qu.oted tram Koto\J'~¥1 *'Agl'ar:te,n RefoMc ln lnaia)op~ctt.a:p 

t~ PC Josh.£• *t.and Reforms. in lndl.ar Trmao sui Porapsct!ve. (Bombay 

All!ed' Publl~G#' U11S) lnUoductlm. 

15. PI; .3-hl • t.md: Reformo !n Indf.at: Trmds erui· PorcpootivEtac~ (Bo-.y 

.Allied Publishers 1915} tnt.rooucUcn • 



• 
·rhl• cleat~ of big ZQmlndate, thtaugb lamindliii'Y cbolitlcn u:as dl:lni!;JJ 

atlU. cantf.nuiXf,, living on the l&~gease l.$11&hed en theta by the gavt.. 

fney sUU oonat. der· themselvt~a s1.1Jltn:ato ·fr()tft the C41tlmon man., ·Only a 

few ·at tbem hcivs awr,ese .-.d drtws tet ene~ the ooclety. of' tbo m:oasS$ thrt~U:gh 

very of'tsn the tru:U.m v111£Qe:s at. p.t"tu:Jmt ero closelY 

tti.ffetrmtisted ,tn toms or owHu:ship. e:m.tl'.ol encl use gf· lands so that1, in 

adcU.tion to poasf#lt , .. Jl* •• Pl'OpJ:eito~e :aubS.st1ng manly by family lsbou•· 

tt~ever-, oo:ri e$ of v1U,cge studies give us datail(Kl accounts of 

aiffvt:mt cl.ee$es.,. theit: funcUmal interdepmdence.- lt i.e alec tl'U$ that 

f'~ c.mst dsr!ng tho prntl.fctlvo. syetm, cmphnois 1s lat.d :Crl the l"elat1 mshlpa 

Of' lS'itbtming Clasn: and landlOCtt teeitly if,JlOtinS the ~olatiotl$hipa Of the 

J.an~Mfl and l.endlesa as the classes of people •. 

The studies of (SX"Wvu 19551. Aayer 19GQ Boteiile 196$• sncJ· 

Dummt 19'70) potnOad ·out jati -ee ·e suuctural end eegmentai'Y syatem.i6 

But 1& 1s my pQ!fJt of vmture to disOJBs about some ether important f·eamr&s 
' 

Classes :t~n'd un1 ta in. e 1l,Ye·tem af l'Gletimehipth Tho egr::ad. ar1 

,s.t~1et:u1:'e 1s .efter all not an Rtemsl t~wol'k within t11hleb va:ttous 

clesees f'unettcn. rathat :tt ts tbe eUfD'Iolototal of the way .lin wh1,.d1 each 

group Qperatoa 1n :nd.attm to other gt'DUpe~11 attteiUe eonet®Q. that tbo 

1fi.. Sos fllfl S.t~nivaa, ttSocia1 Sy$tm ot e: RySOJ'e lfJ..lleee" ln 1 vUlege lndte• 
edited by fta.ck.tm l'f.-r.tot (Chlcagot uns.ueroity of CM=ago PreDS,.1955)P•1-35 

{c.) SeG Aeyer:., "~astft ~d Kinship 1n Central lndla" {Ue&Blyt tlntvsrs.tw 
of Califotn!a Press t959) 

(c) A~o BGte1Ue? •e&oto _Class 8fld po~er .. op •. ct t 
(d) Ot.tmont t.oui~ ( 1970) Hor~o H1m<etch1cus (t.on<bn Pat dn) 



' ' 

etudy of oets and class nee u deal ld.tnin the outs ot. preblomt ·p· roblGtll$ ... . ~ . . 

of dtGte1butlon · ·attd !nte~relotltnshtpa.ta 

t't~Xl&te l:ald pt,tma~y &1gnif1canee to the QPG#lan Qiesa .t'elat1one. 

TfU!Jy do not confl.no thsll" 1ntfteet to the prOblem ot ('Ji.s-butlon uut tetca 

f)dmal'y importenca to tho ~ature ct ·Nlat!on b~~eenelatsaa. 'fltoy cmal~ 

·the rel.at1m"C ··an. rGla'tlon~ of concept,. 

By·clasa lt means nu:al categ.o!ties ot lndi«t \11lleges. theso 

eat.eagr1o-s a1:e eXfxlusted by CMtEis. the \i.tllagars relata themselves in 

Di;nifte tilt w~. J,n tnses categol'!Ens. 'Plenchar a!:'gues that tha 1:'elet1ms 1ft 

the ulUage ate \Hll'lf differmt depond!ng: on !.11haths :one io lnvolvad J.n 

emall-. middle o~ large landCWI'Ul#.- ftu:;thG't'IDOre, there is no commonly used 

te~a .as "''poor* .or"lO!l)SJ:" c:Jass'' ~gh unQ.testimabl.y euch s class eXio.ta. 

I 

idth uealtb., pwor end p~1Vilege.. lhe l::nQohfnor end tha lttldlass hgve 
. . : . 

dl.ffer:m~ in:tereQt ;ift .etylee of ura-19 

1? •. oanie1 lht'tma.rs Agr$'1cn Pm&l)ecte tn Ind!s (Odlhl_ Ocltit 

Schml ot tconom!ent Univeroit}t ot Delh1 1956) 

te. Sea Am:tre eete1Ue •. ~Casta clasn an.a pwGt'" op,.d. t pow ' 

19 .. 3om P l'tenche~, tttna 4:;sste eyatQm upside d'~ ol.' tne rJGt. 'QO 

'f1y;at81"J.CU$ £ast1JJ (c:utrent Anthropolog,· flolt 15,. r.to.4) P 459J '1974. 
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populatlon !nto Mrdtk• IUsrn and t"feZdUJ, i·t gives tba J.dea h06 people 

•~9t)ify tbGlDselues with l'egMd to ·the nature of·t~Atmk they psrf'orm mt;t 

tbe Jd.na of ,ptapo~ty they Olta.;. Un the bas1a af' th& natura of tJ~k dld 

01:1tleeeb$.p1 tfta· utUegiJJ.'$ clasel fy th~sel~G ln. Nr~ e&tag.ariss., t~htd\ 

etgnifinantly also po.int out the rtat4m qt ratatf.anG tlstwosn the&e ·cat~ 

gorles llfhtch· em be def:ine4 nel'o in temns ca,f lJl«lel'&b1p., contt:ol and use 
L 

of pl:opert,y as· .lends. md thQS.e ·~tho mgst tundammtal basia ot ooclel 

Cl.~aau~ge. So ~;:~a.ss is us$0 1n loosl ts:m-s and noh in glob-al terun:•• 

Tttun th~ moaning of cleflS tn. the context .of' !ndtan u!U~e 
~- . . ·- ~ ' ' 

!s· ~omelllhat dtffelrf.rlt• As tba time passed in ·tndlan h!sta,r, the 

c:oncept ot tlaes lo also eh~tng. Uptu''nc:.i th.o '''Class• re.ta·tf.ons. An 

lndlen vinasea l#e deflnsa throug.h .lend and occupattonal .. stNCture or 

thtJ ·vill ag a&-s,. 

~iler tttste is no unanl.m.tty on mcectly •!let oonaltt:Ute$ a 

•clew•·. tt te t"$gs-ded essGltielly .as m agg•eget& of p.era~:e·¥ho. GCCUJ)1 
. . . . ~ 

tho sr.tntl posltton in l'e13 tlan to tne means and o~gnntsatlan ot prcdii'Ot1cn., 

They sba:r e a. spm::if'ic c:es.ual component ~ot 1lf'a chaneos and co.mmm 

cundi t1ms llko f'acti01:s,. classes never exists on t.hdr awn but en• 

tleymd thit~, how-.9%,9 it t1ust b~ o.ean that cleasee .ora ultit'!ldely 

po:t~.~ca1 grc~Jps untt&d .b}t a COIMlc;n int•ast.: The stl'uggle !Jotttem the 

two _Cleasoa to a pnUtical sttuggls. In .cmtl"as:t to casts. classes ero 

rrmt:k'Jd by a conflict .of lntsrqte and hMizfJtilel linea of claavagoea itt 

t~a Of eub-ordlnat& md suiulr-•d1nntath: A cl.eas GQd. ety is markod by 

.inotat:Jilit)' iand change due to dtvSlfgence beb#ean aetuel intal:'~t and 



b!J.tb tha :&}jiC#P'tl;gn of &steillti"-s w~.Unge b~aly ·eny aattou• 

thaught has be$tt g:1v8fl to the ·eultability of the tm-m •claan*' ~~tlth!n 

· 'lndlan s.oeJ..ety,.. ~ock refou 80 to thE) exi.eium,ee af'ind!genOU$ tel'Jn$ .0-'1 

i'elat1ftg to diff-ertnt k.tnrJs of relat1crtship$ bfltWeGn 14ldmmSl! .and · 

. l~cure~e,.20 ·Bat;ellle has advocated the .need to study ths dtGl.octic batuem 

idGas Bl-,d 1ntat-ost:s in lru:U.en ·society tn tt:!l'ftfs Qf retattona cmtottng sJCUnd 

the omereh1p of land. fo..- Whidl native eategor!Qtl sxlat,. He remarks · 

pointoo.ly ·that fiarx ~..:eivsd of class end class canf'lict in toms ot: 

P"'Opal:'ty. relutim$" it. !te at~ge that ttl a c·.oncapt tlns no:t baen appllat 

in thotJe uuy ~ccietiea .£11 uhicJ'l. owno~st'lips -of land ia prOfJ'dnent.'2t 

SQC.au:eo cf the ChengQ. in soCiety~ ·the legltimacy of casts 
~ . - •. 

• fot- au bohaviou~ ·baa been unde-nQ1 . .,. lim 'str!Mlgth that J.t atlll has £n 

.ode-ring actual ~ttlat.tc:ns, nowevel'., ·~as not been undel'fdrtOd. Ut.ltagel'e 

hove baD)ma ataf:l'e of th• Sxiottnce ot t110 diffGrmt syatemn of' soelo1 

roJ.at1mor ono partain!rn,} to tho v!llnga and oth!t~> to tttet wbicb a.itiftt 

ClertUfifl, its strmgth and !Ggit!r.Jac.y f'mm the wo~.ld cutaid~ •. 

Ttwo e 'facto• l'fllatm:J to commUn-ity ·Md east.e but cutUng 

~o• both in class elanenf;s and poll t.ie.s. To ,a cm:taf.,n the de{#OG 
. . 

of casta end community 81'& ~alo:b.ed to OCDupat..tms and Cltm$., but Class· 

cute ecrotta caste -and cafnl'l'Unity md tma,Y in fact be mllt'e lmpm.-tant tn 

dete~.tn£ng ptJn1 tione.M 

20 • See our.ront LcYia and. Oavi.d F Pocock ( 1958) J\fnioc;ozt or1 Uccos to 
· ra11gion and poweJ:" (Contributions to tndion Socf.ology, No.2) 

21,. Oatail.ie • Cae,t.e, eiruz and pct:um, op_.al t J:t-1BG. 
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ln rtn-al caaa land retort~a end gevt. progtatll.'les have had • 

daflnfteffect Upon the class structure. tho prlnees and large lan~era 

have lost some pta~Jers, they may ati.U hc.va local prestiega and loyalty 

tl4\1ch they uae to contest olectlona, but they no longft' eolutely 

control vot09. Those t:tto remain landlaaa lebourGl'e ero dapandant upon 

hlgher caoteo end oro often poUt:S.caUy apatnaUc. But the r.d.dl:tls class. 

L'ho cultivates their Gttn lands la nrN e political force to bo reckoned 

with• ror 1t .lo playing .en !,ncresng mlo in v.tll~e lectiono under the 

upsnchapatl Roj 11 P.rogruuno in atato politics tlnd 1n national pnrty 

Ol'gon1aot1 one. this last group 1a c.hollang!ng thtl trad:l tian clly dor.d.nmt 

ceoto groupn in sooe a=eas. Tho conVUct io taking tho poUU.cal foro or a 

strugglo botttoon oome iopor ttfl t port1ao. 23• 

Although clae~ foetor plays a part ln politico, et t1mea ln 

aupPart of casta and com::.uncl factors, and other cutting aerooo them, tba 

importance .of class factor vo:ries. ln tho 8t'3as of P:Jt'ty finance they may 

by of groat importance in fields of choices of drmd1dst:es, general pollcf 

S"ld 1ssuQ:) and oa vote catches, thay aro loco of 1ncbpendent Importance than 

othor foctgro.24 

l'hus one of the most etitd.ng footure of ths atratificat1on oyata 

1o - !!]o cl~,§!J EDEESJWJ'Jlrl.OO!ifL..t}.I)QttJW. ,c,.to and a PQQ • The oarliet' anthno­

graphere t:Jore J.ntoroatetl in the qpQSt!on - CEf't coste also be called clees7 

Are they 1nterc:hmgebls1 Are the.ro any fundot:Jentcl. di~fercnces in the 

23. s.tl.HukhorjcoJ Canto and clasn tJld polltico J.n Calcutta. ci"'"·.t-

24. Ibid. 
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Some students oF Indian sac1 oty hsuo taksn the atand that casta and 

cleo ere two dlstlnct G'ltit1es. OUuor Cox in hie n3t1 Cl03Slc study 

percelvea caste ea an entity composed or aeventl endogamcue grous-. 
ldhlla caste ie socJ.o.Uy bounded on all sides. 

£A Sa1t tho Bti.tich civil oa:ucn\; in India during the rJ.rst 

decade at this cmtury. tacing th1o supPort from: senert G"ld others 

argued thut •tho division into caotae hoe no direct relotlon 1z11tb the 

d1u1a1on 1nto classes. They cema tnto exl otance lndtpondentl.y 111ithout 

regard to cl003os.25 

Ghuryo in nt~ernpt!ng to doflno casta end in l:lnt!ng its 

aiX outstaru::tino features 81lphas12ad the d!otinctim botuoc:n coste 

eo;:1et1ae end cl.:.ss oociotim by arguing that, 0 the statue or a 

per-eon (1n a caste society) dspcnd not oo hio u::'3l th ~ !n tho 

clooseo of madam Cur~pa but an tho tradit!c:nol importance ot the 

coot a tn ttl!ch he had tho ltM";k of b.tng bom .26 

This approach d!ntinnuishes bob:Jr~n casta end elcsn an tha 

g2:0und that te dotcrminect by b1r th and 1s endogamous. whilo a c1 ass ia 

not ceste. 

Tho oth~ appraachp" puta ca:Jte Cloae on a conttnum in tu 
scheme of clnsa1fying the strat1ficati on systa:J. As Ogbu~:n end flillkort 

l!Jrota. "t:l.ass cnc1otics mey be re&u~usc.,ted ce cxtmding from t;lCSo like 
2'1 

the casta lilhich are relatively rigid or closed to thaa& which ero floxlbla. 

25. Tho Cmsus of India 1911t Veld Partd ( 1913) po-365 

26. CS Ghuryo J 1 Cooto, class and occupotiroo 

PPl 1-s (eomboy: Populnr Omk Uepot : 1C51) 

27. t:!F' Ogburn tnd fllf fJi~off - Soclologyt P-31? 

(Ba!ton 1 HoUQhtsa Mifflin co.1940) 
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A moro recent study at onc1ol differentiatton uhich ronks 

the atrat.t.t1cat1on oyotems of vaz:1ouo societies c:n the basta of ocgraa of 

pet:meabJ.Uty puts lndla•a ca::~te oystam at tho bottom uith parmcb111ty or . 

school do:m not beliove that tho distinction b otuaen emto and class is 

Uhsn tho Jaolous uppar clom rooiotn or rctc;.~cs tho ad":'.intl1.cn of commoners, 
. 29 

hot~euor groat itlcl.r moti t or u~3lt~l. 

Yot mother opprosch 1., th9 study of casta and class deals 

u1 th tho emp.tr!caUy obtained ~eloti a\nhips bt:*.:1-;a;1 cc.ote h1erarcnv and 

economic h!tr-orchy.. It io noro prc:rinmt in th::J eq,iricol otudiCJS of lndla 

society cbee ritJ:ing tho lest throo rJcce::;Jas or so by uociologitlts end 

anthtopolaglste. They aro interested in euch questions as to t:Jhot extent 

csto hi~ard'ly ~net oacio-ectml)mic hierarchy correspcnd. 30 

Those various e:;J;:troachm ara not noccssarily mutually 

exclusive nOl' oro they col:!tlletely opposod to ono another. The lost .apptoldt 

thorefo-:o to clo:acr to tho f'ocuo or th1o study. 

28. ~arro Suolcst~ol 0 Sociol 01 fferanti ati. cnnt p-GS (t1S~~Jym.1c David 
flackcy co.19G5) 

29 .. £1\ Reat~t Ptinniplco of SDc1ologya P"341 (r!euyorke Thutmtrury Co.1920) 

:m. Sao Oatoilltet Cactc. Cln:::J and POJcn- op.cit 
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It is prevalent ul.ot:s that vests 1l1C6)ta• syotem io not at§l.c f!'U! 90M 

pn chgm&r,m ito l'Ole. In the face of e ccntlS.ct between tho forces of 

tradltion fJ'ld modomity people have dlfterF.ntly eotimoted about tho fate 

or casto in contGmporary lndie. To some ceste cystan appoors to bo dying, 

we to the offset of oodem1zottcn S'ld sacularioats.t.n. Thuo 1:10 ohculcS sas 

ee to ~:Jhot concepto aro proved by different village otudiea about tho vlC\1: 

of cnate. 

One ot tha most ir.:~P~tSlt viU~o studies date by Andre Oete1lle 

taos tho study of o villcgo in Tcnjoro d1ctr!ct of South Incl1e(ccsto,.clasa 

and p®~or, 196!:1). Tho author'o thcaie 1o th~t !n tho t.rcdi.ticncl otructure 

ot tho village er1purat:l tho cleavatoo of cesto1 cla~~ {lMd power tended to 

run along tho O!'!rJO gl'Oov co,.. fho crJil'l.f:het" al.'guoo that bocauso of external 

influcncao oporoting on the villago for tho peat covorol docados, ttd.e 

clear cut 1lYatem haa got oomowhat blurred and today it is not so neat aa lt 

is ueod to bo 1n the post. Edl.ICGtit:n anu other benefito asoociated trtith tt 

-.,'\ 
pattern ch01god end l~d did not rcmatn a Grnhmin monopoly. Such moooures 

as Adult Frcnchiaoo and Peru::hyat! RaJ brwght about decancontraUcn and 

diffusion or p0t1sr. Pouor lo cocS.ng to be located 1n a more dltferontteted 

etructuro. Thuo a compnrotiva open oocial syotem hoa come into ext otence ln 

uh1dl both clac:l and power poo1t1cno hove attained gre:::ste:r measures of 

autonooy in rel otion to caste. Thus uhat Octoille observ3S \:lt!o that many 

oreoe ot socitJl ond political life in Sripurem !!'.ere becgmtn9 1ncres&mly 

•cn.~te f"~oo• and the ccont;)t:'liC and the political otr-ucturo wero getting increasto• 

ly difforrnt:iatod froo coo to suucture. ~1 



P1Dff'Sr1n1vas 1n the study or a v!U~e fternptlr'a in fllysOI'e bae 

deocrlbed 1t as a structure ct rolat.t onehip of role and aietua (in 

village lndia od. by fiacklm flal'riot 1955} He found that each caste 1n 

the v!Uogo ua~ a~ co elated tlllth tho practice or a put.icular oc:cupatltll. 
' 

Acny mobor.o of varicus castes d1d not follOkJ their traditional 

occupctit:no. TI1a <I'.Stobl!chmsnt of rolot!cnshipa of mastOl' and asrvant 

1-andtr..:'tlor end tGnant., <:rodito~ end cbbtar all of t:t-J.ch may cut across the 

barriers of C3Sto br!ng ~brut changoa 1n tho ood.al systo. 32 

91nip~-eo, o villog.J in ph:Jlbt!ni .:fl. n7.zi ct in 0:.1 oca, hE's cuccE:-:~deti in 

describing the cha!1f3:1~ uhich h .. wc h~ brnught d1.:Ut in tim ott-ucture 

S!.slpore eoalety ov~z o hund.rnd yooro of Ori~ish rolo.33 

KnUllccn Gcugl') l.llho studied the villaye K81:lbapott1 from t951 

to 1952·~C?ort~ scmu results of fiold ~ork 1n Tanjore District• hoW tba 

aocicl cyat.::;a cf Kumt;,apettaif 1s undargoit'l.} radical chengo 1n 1 ta 

declining intcrrrat1 cr. on d qrotJ!ng d~+Jt:"nC:mca on urban or national 

1notitutlans ortd a w1dvr ~omy. t t in a c\lenge in tho eanao of' 

1hcao cvmts lead to th:> bra~dat.-n af £OUW taboos that k oop tht:J cautes 

31. Sos Andro Octoillc, t:taot91 cloos srtd pollt1ea11 op.cit (conclusion) 

32. Sriniv:1o, " In vlUo!Je Indio Ed. by ficdd."l ;tleni~) op.cita p-1-35 
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Ateo they lsad to a reunion ot people fl'OII ditfaent castes., ln uhet 

t:~a recognise 0$ elaeaoa • peoplo cansc!ous of common caJso ln the 

etruwle to i'"':provo Uta ehancsn.34 

Alan R Ooala in hls pcpel' •change 1n tho leadership of a Plysaro 

v1llege• shOils hou the coot ieportont chenges csnc J.n the casta end 

chet."acter of thoso t::ho ctmtrol the social l!f\d ecnnornio llfe ot the 

villego.=s 

Thoso studios dlati that cas to as an ineU tutton is chcnging 1ts 

rolo.. A nst:J occupat1o-al mob~-l!ty ic co!"l1;lt duo to Aod:irn1rot1cn• 

Lostcrniootion end ln:-'..::~t:i::.llcct.tm r.l"ld ncu Ed.lcat1on. In recant years 

some otud!co novo prwidcd in,.,!ghto on tho rrouirqs clccs diffcrent1at1en 

within tho peeanntry. Uo .rof&l' to tho f1ndingo of c fo of thcso otudiaa 

oo 1lluatrot!tr~s of tha t<.ndmcian of dOt.'nU:-:!.'d mabillty t:1tt:!n ... thg 

.!:!£EOr t;C!Bto~d of_upuc4'd ,of noet,al gt;!l!P lliJ:h,S;n, tho ~.d!f~tl nnd loa~ 

1n e otudy of Regional. end casto factors !n lnd!a•s Oauolopmont' 

l< .n.Raj •tr.tod to cllalyoo the dots a:1 c.:;.:; to ond occupcUcns, ohnes that 

thoro ic o corroe?ar.ctcnco bcttlam cnsto Z"Jtf cloeo end claoo cuts acrose 

costa div!s10!1s. He oay"J thot claro diffcrcntict!cns t:lthin upper, the 

mlc.:Gla end loucr ccot:-:c hno bo=n l.ntmsifiad 1n racmt ycaro. 36 

34. l<ethleoo Gough1 .. Coste in TanJoro U1llogo0 in v!llr.Qs lndJ.a Gd. 
McKim fk~rriott op.c:l. tt p-36-52 

:ss. Alnn R Bealo, •cnnnno !n tha leaderehip of Ryoor.e V:l.ll t(le' ln 

village Ind1a ed.OY rtd(im no.rriott op.cit. 

zu. KU Roj, "Rog1m&l and Csata t'actora in Ir;c:lio•s Ot"!vclopment) quoted 
from tco.ll t';ll.Lc.;kly, Mncl t·o.7,C(1C.l9) p-353. 
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Sr1n1vas•a ractr1t village study •the Roo::baret.S v1Uef}e• 

tso6 note ot the dlvcl"!JEnCo of clasa froo canto. Dna f'indo Sr1n!vos 

apsrklng of confUct b~eon tho rlch md the pogr by tho ucnl thy md the 

pcwerful of the village ln the ptasEnt wort-:. tJh!le in h1a earlier village 

31 stuc!ios ho npOko ot mootly htoh end low c~tes. 

Anolysi~ th:J chong3 1n tho rolo of e~to in the v!llege 

in occupation .and ucolth and hoa caste tcday o-l1m1t.tng rather- than 

detormS.nJ,ng foct:~r in the choice of accupctiona. lndood the major 

ccnfl1ct ovorrodo • all athors that batt:Jean lmcted and landless. lt 

results f't:itl acute Dgriculturol ovcz-populatlan., th:J ccncontrnUcm or J.and-

develop i'1dJctrJ.cl e'Jployc:ont for sot'plus uillcg:Ja. l t c·..:orns lagiccl 

to conclude thnt oudl oc:~m:a:dc and claao ca1fl1cta t:...~ntovcr ttu~1r outcome. 

1:.1111 1n futuro, ~.~Je:lkon the j.donti.ties of casto.30 

Anand Ch~r.Avr.~ti'o study of a Rajn::3then vill~o rnvetle 

that the not~ lsnd-a.::n.lnn cl~os is :;o not'o ij~Tit1C~ oith tho Hajput ceate.39 

Jan Brmen 's otudy of s South Gujrat villcgo characte~isas th-eir procese 

as •do_petronioction of relatimohips b-atttoon tho dom!nsnt lando\!Jnlng cae-tea 

in the ono ht:nd and laboUring costeo on tho othsr~0 

3?. Sriniv~s. "Th:. Rar:tsnborod \ll.t.lcgo" P-169 (Oxford l'nivoroi ty Pl:esn, 

Oolhi 19?6) quote-d ft'-Qil) '£conomJ.c and Pol! ti"al U~ekly) A:nnuol No. 
7,8(107'C) 

30. ER t..coch• od.0 Ast:Jects of casta innouth Indio" Ceylon end tJorth ttost 

Pt!k1cton. (Cambridge Univoretty Press, Cornhridgo) 1911t pw1.10 



An1l Shott in hill •caste Clam end poUtica(1975) oaya th3t 

it is suidtnt thet -cestG in J.te traditional oen~¥t J.a weakening. Oes1cbe 

cnnctttu1titnal pt"mtiaians and legislot1 ve measures., :lnduetri611sati.on, 

educot1 en .. noc:LO"""eeonooic fovcca snd pubUc ssnttmento hstte all tleen 

dir: ~ted to eradicate 1 t. ~la the cas to J.s ~cake.ning ea ae soc£al 

p'henommon. it has aequbed o unique e:lgniticcnce as a poltt1caJ. 

forces SOCial strati.ficatian .in Indio no J.onger approximates to the 

j4radttima\ caste oodcl • An individucl'o aoeio-eet:molilic end pol1ticn1 

Ute today 1a not mta.Ued by hie coota position 1n &'1'/ sig~H'icant 

maacurc. Inotaatt d tho profilo or social stratification in mot&m lndt.a 

is one ot increasing &-latus incongruence llll d t'til.atiue openness. Ths 

dinensi::n. Conoaqutntly• th.a majcn- Beano of tltlbili.ty in tt:ttd1tional. 1nd1a 

•sanskrtt!zatJ.m • te being bypasoed t.n faua.ur of politicization und 

lll0de1'n1•at!Ol. Thus the social atl"t.Jcture 1n India is not thet Nadel 

calla homogeru:•.m• coobi.nativs and involute. 41 

Sinha. ( 1964) also shwed in his otudy thnt cnste in its 

39. Anand Chakrauart111 
11Contrecf!Ct1<:n end chenoa" (0)(f01:d 

Univornlty Preso 1 Oolhi) 1975 p--96-98 

40. Jan Orancna Pot~f"JQtJn and txplol tstt on 1978 ( tJniversi ty or 
Ca;U.fol'!"'ia P~oss 1 Oezkely• Celifo~a) p-225-25? • 

41. Soo Ani~ Bhatt• •Castl3• Class and PolJ.ticen 19'75 

( nonoher aook Uapot. Oalhi) 
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and legialatluo aoarurea industrilizat\ on, educatllan, the impsrsansl 

rel atln1u ot m:nbars "Of' various cat; ton h"!Ve ehangad considerably during till 

paat twt:nty ycare - In Sinhe'e tJOt'dGa ttL'hut ia dying is csstc hiorcchy., 

tha eceopts:tcc of ·OJparior end J.nfor!ol' statua taith cancomitmt caciol 

oblig3~ ono m d r n itricti mo. t-:;1 at io grot11ng is etsatoism or tho 

1nci1vidual 'a dc.tJ• .:!e:1ce on ~1!.::: cxto for cocitll S"'d economic adu£aw:Glu:nt. 42 

l r t.h~;.c !;tutat"".l show th.u chcng~ in tho social Gtructut:J a1nce 

In hio •uhan CasteJprrior f:tlls' Siuarstcn trinct to find an 

ant:Jt:Or to tho question by £R LP..aeh "it a crote grou:m tumo itself 1nto a 

politi~l faeticn coea 1.t ea."lne to ba a casto7 In his et:udy of TA(Tiwag 

esomurthirm) vilJuga 1n 1tanjQ1's O!str1ot in South Indio• Sivertsen 

ac)loret'ld tho three prob~G:I:S implicit An the qa.umUon raised by Loacht 

one-a ccote c~ i::c'o on 1t$Jol.f a net:J role ncmely a political role, t\:jo-

aa n cons..JGut.nco cf thnt in c~tJI'!.ifl of conflict t:J.!th other castes,_ md 

thrc~h.:Jthct" ~litlc.tl conflict b::JtLcon cmte altere their hie!'eric:hical 

!,!Oeitlonn Hi thin the o'lciol eyctm.. S!vortom 's anst.Jer to the firat tuo 

1s yas. Tho olrO!.C.:y :.xloting bcsio or solifJ!lti tr. no::ordi.ng to him helps 
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tho ensto to ocqu!ro the net~ ~:ole t:Jithtllt much difficulty. As to the 

third prot:t1GC1 his anst~er 1o, ""-lithout nocoosarily altorlng the 

hiorardllcal order oe ouch", ana could note achcnge 1n tho balenco ot 

p0!:1or0 • In TA he could bbn:li'VO. •tha dt:J!ndiling of the ptJtJer of the 

trodit.i.onally priuil.ogcd groups in whoso hcndD aconottdc a.'ld political 

control hod bom vastod, the econoaic and poll tical achtanccmC"tt ot 

subordin&to C::D t€o end tho d1oput1on of ftcudol bonds and tradl. ticnal 

43 
loyeli tios". 

Dotoilla intorproted nore boldly the ch ong1ng relation a 

botwoon coste, class and po.:Jer. He t:ayo th:1t both cll'.c:l nnd pou~ 

44 huue today a greator nea.;ure of nutoi'ttlmy in rolotion to caoto". 

floiley looked ot tho probloo of intoroct1!:n botwoon t:-ad1t1ma1 

cociety md tha Clar.tocrat!c. political oy~..>tC:::l ouch core opuraticnally. 

f'i""OO tho vary start in hio (PoUtieal oud ti:ocial t;ht;ng~) ho goes 

into tho quostiat or uhot makt.$ the tracUtional. oocioty end deoocratic 

polity disparato ana t::ho ora tho intemS'..::iarios ~::ho bring tham to-

gothm: in an operative ralatimaMp. Porliaomtary drmocracy pra-

ouppooos a "CDQplox society and not m atlgregato of' oinple societies"• 

1\t th"J thnor!t1cal lcval. tJh3t !.s nooo~ J.s to find a ca\Ce;ltUal 

--------------------------------------------------------------
43. SiuJrston J 1 "whm caot:» uorri or fallo"(London G®rgo fl.l1on 

44. Anctro Batoill<» Cooto., closo and pa,:.:Ol' 1 on.cit page• 4-'1. 
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tramataork into Which both the _,acla11:aod political rales of repreaentaUvae 

1nst.1tutioruJ end thcundifferantt oted t:olcc of traditional &eei sty tlill 

fit"• 8)' tioy of inter-mOdioriea Oatley has 1dont1f1acJ a substantial 

numbar of poUtical apoeieo ~o overCODO tho d!oparntonoos of ood.ety 

and polity. Be roeordo o subtle pr-ococa of chongo tddng plcee !n 

both these nreno thl:ough tho init1ativo of tho inter-nodiaries 

ll!ho bolong to tradl t1mo:l society end undarstm d tho c:Ot:1ands of tha 

net:J polity. Tho end ro~Jlt of thoir oetivit~ eo ttould bo tu clooe 

" tho imcnoo gop in conrunieot!m bett1c~n tha olito uho r!.llo end 

macsos t:mo ore govomccr•. Thoy hol p building of contt tuonntos boymd 

tho tradttianal emf1nco of fsmilYt vill ego end coo to end oobillsing of 

voters. Tho chcnga thnt !lailoy npcaks of thllo occur3 at threo 

differmt lcvolo of tho c::'lorgcnco of o net" political olito. end ot the 

lovel of a new aoc1o-pol1 Ucol oyotcm chich bscomos 1ncreaoingly viobla.45 

ur AH Somjoo in hio "Ocoocracy end Political chenoa" studied 

the oporation of O...::aocrotic PoUtical oyoto of tho vUlcgo ltsolf in 

a uill ege near Ahnodobod. TtuJ author had obnoruad democracy in action 

end tho consequent political ch..,ngo tdh1dl oa:urad in wral conr.uni ty 1n 

Indlo. The Cor:!iunity under the iopoct of do:::ocrccy nnd forcoo :roleasad 

by it no long~r rcnaincd 1n tho near stcgncnt candit1t3l# .in llttich it 

45. fG Go.iloy, "poll ~eo ru1d tl:lcicl c:hc:nno"( 1963) psget221 

(Borkely• Ce11f'omia Un1voraity Press) 
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1n aU walks of life. The inuoductlon of democracy end the consequent 

polltlcol change c~aated nelthel" chana nor suddenly dJ.&lodged thoee 

tJho had iaC hithsr~joyod PObftm bacr:uoa of tho!:e social end ftlDilior 

ctotue entt better eco.nokl1c condi Um,. for SOtto tJ.mo thoy con~inued 

to reap po-~.ttical edvm tago arising out of thair rolntiuoly superior social 

and economic pod.tion, in opite of thu introduction of donoc1:acy. But 

eoon they began to e:1cou nter chall eng as from social groups that tl:f~e 

~oro d01iod St;ccoon to pcwar in tho po~t. poead a oariouo threat to tho 

forcar. porticulo:ly duo to tho introduction of sn o.loctivo mCC:11nGf'y 

46 
for electing ropzeocntotiuco of tha loccl councU. 

Thun !t n :.cno thct lG!)~Uv thr:!':J c...:nnot b-, any pol!tieol. 

cuch ao Indio bcceus::J ovorybcdy ir; g;..\Jtn equal vtJtint pouor end 

ci tif&m stotuo. Oicousoing thrt..:a ccjor c!incncions of st:..·otificationa 

cociol., oconoo1c and pol1t1col ... Tf. Lorah all uri too, " Of tb p:Jlltical 

ccn bo no otrotific..Jti ::::n of i.1d1vidtt.ol on tho bot.do or votin;,J pot.. or •. 

cinco 1 t !o eq-.1 .lly diotrib;.~tua." 47 
• 

46. Dr AU SomJ::o. "'.:mocracy o"ld Poll tical Chong:.". Pngc: 1!:i( 1971) 

(uri:.;;·lt Long. ·.::.• ltt.i. tl:;.:w Cdld) 

47. T£ narttu1U• 1 nt.aam .. citizenship and social dcvolcpmcnt"• 

( pagot -141e Carden La ty, t~Ot:J York a Doubleday End coopony 1964) • 
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But he •nuae that thm:e em be etl'atlftcatlan on a po11tlca1 

d1•nelcn 1n tums ot actual d.teU:lbutton or poU.t1cal md goveJ:J"t­

msnt.a1 poat. ttona. influence. activity etc. Thus in ectuaUty there 

aro elwaya some t~tao participate tlld the taCtual use of thaae .opprmtunl tlea 

cau Jd be one of tta 11Q,J Ol' basts of atl'ati ttcat1 m tn a society • A 

society could be hlghly equalltsrlen or highly hiaadlical 1n 

The tmportanca of ,PO!:\t.\Ca\ earJ!c1o§10fl to RMb &I! 

obvJ.oua ln a danocratlc ayetea,. if nothing else. pst1clpation is the 

fundemental veluo end Its evary beals. ln an open daiiDcrattc aystema 

pal't1cipaUon ts open to all gmups end ts the Gain machanJ.sra through t7h1eh 

the sye.tem 8\aurea populal' conUo1 end govunmont.el•a account:abWty 

to c1t1zene.- The tundainmtal goal or po.U.Ucal pd'tleipatlon le to 

anabl.e ordlna~ .:ltizene to 1nflutnoe the eotiona of govt. Jn 

fact: some acholsa Uka vel'ba and Nle define pert1C1patlon a thoaa 

.acta by c1tlzona that al'e aimed at 1nflumc1ng tte choloa of the 

govt. pel'aonnal ~ 

tr all gHUps ruwe equal -OI"tuntty to PSl"ticipate and lf they 

do. in tact pa~tic1pete. it ttelpa to avatd the &ltuation t:Jhera one 

g~+et.• goal& ldhlch would affect d')Othe. This may be patJ.CUlal'ly 

rQl.evant .l.n a ooclaty tthRa the moat lmp=trnt criteia of' socf.al 

48. see V8ftJa S1dnay end fU.e No\trtan • -Put1cipaUan 1n Atnencen 

Pol•- lifett• (fJew YOJ:k. Harer and Rout 1972). 
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g~oups ue tradlt1c:naUy doprlved of my elite positiane on the 

basis ot b1nh. Une of Juatit1cat1ane fa special resuvat1ma fo• 

$c:hadul.oc caetea and tribes in leglalatulaa end govt. le that. b!gh 

•- caste leadera should not &it in Judgema"~t"' th& needs ~d 

f'J:Obleme or the dspl'Vssed castae.49 

lf cJema=acy otmda fo.~ a •n optn and equaJJ.tarlm 

tJQc:lety• poU.U.cal part1clpation should not only be l.egally accesslble 

to all sections or the soeiny but should create auch eand1tiane 1n 

precUce that enable everyone to peUc1pate. tn t'egarct to a caste 

ays.tem., this rat.sea a queatl.on tuhather ono•a Position ln the caste 

hierarchy ba&:X:Jfne8 ., 1roporta'lt •rssou rce' for pollttcal part1cipetion. 

In the lmgu~e of social aclencs• to .mat extent does ce&te atatua 

bacome a cause for h19h Ol' lat~t lavale ot peUcipetlm? In tndla thGl'a 

J.a un.lver:aal adult tnnch1aa G'ld aU adulta are lagally g1von the 

etatue ot a c1t1zcn. but low status cates may flnd J.t difficult to 

pettlcipete because aoct.al cmdl. tians may nQt lie· cauSuclve or. bGC&UH 

of their lal=ta aocl o-econordc position they may not get easy access to 

mora di"icult forms of po11 tical pst1c1patlon.5lil 

Robert Dahl soya that it may bo that sourcee(~catton. 

knotltlodga confidence, OJ!Qen1aet1on and otbGI' ak1lle evM mcner) needed 

for effective psUcipatlan • may all be accumulated 1n the hancte or 

the pr1v11aged castes. And 1t highs castes have all the resourcaa .. 

49. Anll Bhatti •caste. cl a8S end poll tics• op.c.t t pagea 14 

SO.tb1dt page -.:, 14 



powtQ: and 1nfluonce41 If l"eaDUK• necaaaary tor Gftectlve 

p&J'tid.patlon are dl.epGl'aed• than thai's ttauld be o t4der 

dlata:ibut!on of pottte.51 

Ploreover. poUtlcal par:UctpatJ.on may be eepecJ.ally 

lnpOZ't«!t fo~ the dapJ.'lved groupe. A great deal- of h1s4xtry of 

democmUc polf.tlca ah0t.t1S etrarts by tho un~a of tba aootety 

to improve t:helr cGnd1t1cna of life and to equalise the!~ 

OAlGrtun1tie& thJ:Q.tgh po11ti4til activity. tvan Ksl ftai'X ccncectad 

thet 1n a pol1t1cal deocracy a right to vote means a algnltlcant 

share ln pcu-., fol:' the 4 t:JOrk1ng claaa• ho wrote, •u.nivenal sutfeagt 

meane pol1Ucaljpow••w tor the pnlatar1et foma ~eat •J~lty 

of the population• •52 t f the poll tical system i e ope end atd.v_ea 

for equality end aeculer1e~~t thus 1otlt etatua cestGS m1Qht find the 

pOlS.tl~ ephare more aastly acceao1ble to them end might use 

polltlcal chftmela the r•reeentaUve 1nat1bJt1on•, the edmlnlatnt-

1an ,. the Judiciary • to ovai"CO--. social end economic dep1'lvat1on. 

for the .latJ status catee. poUtical eJ:tt•e could become a 11taln 

avonua ot' eoc1al moblll ty. 

Aftft Omoel'Qcy has coma to tndJ.a • •PoU.tical-oeveloP­

menttt haa occured 1n India 1n thne thl'so dsced.ea... Citizens have 

become politically perUcJ.pant. puty and electoJ:oal inatltfat1ons 

51. Robert OBhl• "l:.lhO governs? page 85-86 
( new Kavena -.ta University t:Presa. 1961) 
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f'tJVe emage.S. 1donUf.f.cat1c.m :and comnltment to natl. cnal symbola 

and a nat.t ausl system hee. OCC:Ut'ed and the poUty haa expanded 

to the ~:~n:al md _,. social pGn'iphet'f• In an inat1tut1mal end 

atti'Uidlnal a~nS-s at tho nlicro-ma~co levels• groat poUtlcal cha:r1ge 

hea tak an place elnce !ndop endlllnca. 

Uhet change end hOI# much pollti'-1 ctevelopment. le a 

contreue~aial qu•Uon• One cun gat 8lllbrollat11n G'ldtees dlaputaa ova• 

oppOI'P1:'1atanaaa of the· conceptual.taaU on or tiChol•• t~Uch eaLecnu. 

Deutech• D.all\atedt• .Huntington iJlct othea. Aa ttanUngton haa put 1 t. 

J.• 'd.dieulous to thJ.nk or India as und~evelo.ped in dlea"tco ot 

the 1Picdem111ng' socisl .end ecanoatc progress. Sil'lilal'lf• there 

bas born no neat sequence or' cttenge ln India tma •aocJal lftatrattan• 

to*po11t1ca1 parUclpot!tn• to poUtlcal insUttd.onellaetlon to polJ.tical 

etab1Uty.53 

At a lld.der aot:lstal level. deoccrattc partic1pat1cn and 

competitive politics may play a crudfl rOle in eoclal change. Jt 

la eleo possible that open politics may procl.Jce qulto oppoalt.e 

consequ&lcea. that te. the lseady privileged and .,trenched etert'­

may tnanlpulete it to cansoJJ.ctate. th~ f1ClltU md poattlon•• TheN ia . 

S2.Quoted ln s.M. Lipeet• • lntradUct.t.on•• 1n fllerehaU., *Class• 

e1t1aenship and social development). op.clt page 12. 

53,. Uuntlngtont •PolttJ.cal ordor ln changing society• 1968 (R811t 

Haven end London. ya1e Un1v~a1ty Preas) Page 84-86. 
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another tunc~on that participatlan may peftu:m for the l011J statu• 

casts. l t .ls the P&JChoJ.ogtcal functS.C~t of ratelng thalr aalf• 

esteem md making thOID tool that fbi" Oftl!lG they e::e at par tllith the 

hi!:'l't bam. In o dtmacftlcy. moreov•• tn J.m;U.v!dual. uho csmot 

pal"t1c1pate becasao of h.t.s social poattton ia 1n acme eenaa not • 

fu4l mamb• ot the eocitaty. Aa Slctn., Varba puts, it. • 1n e aoc1.ty 

"'he.to pcr-t1c1pat1on 1e e value• val:l.eblity to pafl:lcip~lon ropre•~nta 

e sevae depr1vatian.54 

Studrl'lts of Patticlpation nave found thtt aU typea or 
. . 

po~ticel act1v1 uea. although intQ'elated de not interc:hengabla. A 

dlstlnctJ.m theetc~ needs to be made,_ sang d1ffertl'lti typa of 

poll Ucal acti v! ty. Laster ftllbrath ha• aquad t~ thee t s .a 

pol1Uca1 hierarchy of' perts.clpatlon based m tha cost or the 

polltleal act. Accor:dl~ to him• votlng• talld.ng poUUca or wbl'lng 

e button are dl.ft1cult acta and mon paopla are angaged 1n thcaa act.. 

Re calls them spectator ectivltlee. Attending a pol1t1ca.l meeting• 

lllak!ng a tDOrustat"y cant.rlbut1on etc, ere fiKll& d1ff1cUlt than the •• 

spectator activ1t.tea. end tJiltiD they »equin relaU.vely great• 

J.nvolvemenl G'\ tho part of tho p• tlcipanta and •• deaCJ'lbGd u 

traneltlcnal actlviUa. 0$, the t6p or the hluardly are ._t •• 

-------------------------------------------------------------
54. Sidney Verba,. "Domocratic Pdt.iclpatktn•. The Annals 

(a:LXXIII (Soptomber• 1967) 53-78 Page- 57., 
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calleo·Qladiator eotlvitlea- cadtpeJ.gn1ng ao11d.t1ng poUUcal tl.tncia. 

boldlng leadorah1p pasl tlma otc. - fl'hich eJte most dlf flcult and 

vary fGII people p•UcS.pa\B in· th8111.~ 

' ' 
• vct.Jng,. eampat.nnlng. coopetatlva and ca1tact1ng activlUea en tha 

ground that these act!v1ties !."elated oltlzane to the ayste ln 

algn&rtcently dlttorant tttays md n!"'o different .Poltt.tcal outcaua 

for tno o1t1zene nnd f'or tha eyotom. Different modaa of partic1petlon 

may bring d1. fforent rG'IIlerda ond gmtf.flcatlaus 8'\d 1hoy may have 

particu.lati:ed outctmea affecting ase 1ndlvldua1. or a felll Dl" they II&J 

have 90ro gmeral. outcome a"octlng the aoc18t.y o» a aaJo~ poU.q;. 

tnoy also dltre in the 1ndf.v1duela ablUty to have impact. Votlftg: 

feu: ~fJDplo has a maro gmural outcome uhare 8'l 1ndlvldue1 pdUcipat. 

utth othel'e and by himself bu Uttle 1mpact en the chcd.ceo 

presented ln et. U.un - lnlt.tata contact•• on the other hand ""­

~Ptieda port1cipant himself decides the eubject flatt• of ttte' 

contracts. he t:~orks alone or w1tl1 one or two 1nd.t.v1ctuala. the out-
'" 

come 1e ·moro parUculld:ind.and he asay pert1C1pate mom frequently. 

top1r1cal1y also thaao tout' modo& ot pert1c1pation are dlatinguieh.at1e. 

A facto» d'lelyele of' the date rtom tour nation atudy sh01r.te that t.n 

ell four ccunt:r:1ea,. ttuse foUr modae of p~tlc1pat1on though lnteractad 
. . 56 
al'a empirically d.te:Ungutahcb la. 

ss. &.ester I!J PIUbreth- 'PoUtical Pertlcipa t1on • 

pagat 41-22 (.Ch1cagot Rani f'fc-Nally) 1957. 

. . 
> . 
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Voting Is tho basf.c form of psrtt.cipatlon and te 

considered fun~mental in a ctGmacrat!c system. . It affects the chal.ca 

or pubU.C poreonnel and is tha mdn med'tenism by t4hicb repreomtat1vaa 

are mada accountab lo to the people. But votlno provldee only ~ 

perlodlo opp~tunl ty to pstt1c1pot a. Aost studim of paJ:Uc1pat1on 

oona1ctar uotlng as en elemental'y act of part.td.patl.ms.
51 ftllbrath 

puts it at tho bottom of tho hierat"Chy of partlcipeUcn. But becauaa 

1t 1a relatively easy set or becmae more people engage 1n vot!ftg 

than 1n MY other typo of act1u!ty• lts 1rnplJ.cationo ahCJJld not be 

undarmlnect. for tho.oa t:tlo are undorgcns and are at tho bottom or the 

hierarchy,; it might serve as a pat~~ertul activity in a variety ot uaya, 

the lOWQ the soclel and economic status ths hl~e the 1reponance of 

vote. "8 

56. Seo Vcn:ba and tJ1e • Parti ctpat10n in Amorlcan poll tlcal life"• 

A brief dlecuss1on of' thi.a dlat1nct1on 1a also to be found in 

eldney Vema, BalhJ.r Ahmed G1d Anll Bhatt• •Race, Caste and 

Politlca (Beverly tUUa1 Saga Publicatt.cne 1971) Chopt 1 

57. See Sl<*'tey VeJ.'ba, m fU.et J K1m."The moctsa of Dangcratl.c psrtlclpatt.on• 

A cross tlatlcnol campaaian• comparntice pol1Ucs aerla, ftoa.D1-G13 

(Bever-ly HJ.Uaa Sage Publl~tlana) t97t 

58. An11 Ohatt. • •testa, Class A PoUticst 19?5• op.clt Paga-91. 
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A numb a of !ndoptb atud! oa 1n lndJ.a bave shO\IIA that 1ovn statu• 

castes have boen able to SXGI't 1nf'luen ca and nave galned sn b8l'Q81n-

1ng power beoauso of the!~ voting atrongth., In selectlng cendtates 

to• electlane. poUts. cal parties aftm hove to give ccnalderatlon 

to the oeste compoaltion of the crl'l&t1tuencles. Th1s has G'labled 

many lo~er-at:etua castes to be pol1tlcally intlua~Ual an the basla 

of their nucorical strength. 

MalY authors U.ke lipeat ln 1Po.U.ticnl AM• have coroleted 
' 

:political parttcipat1on with many' othor rGSow:caa like tAtSo1 th 

educotim• UJ:ben1eatian end jnduabioUs~ion. He eholdS .11 dlroct 

cos-elation of democl'acy cth £conomic Uavalopsent, lllh1Ch rueana a 

ctn'8l atJ.on bettJean participation and accnom! e devalopman'• He says 

that the et:Ucaf:Gd people fzom unettrcated, Oalo from tsale, l"ich 

tl'om pco~· end young fl'ot1 old pst.tc.tpate more. Thus t.ipset'a mojo~ 

conce~ lo to focu& an the tDJ:tces of both cleavt:Gaa and conee'llb .. 

both allegedly nocosoary fol' detMJCI'acy,.59 

CiusSJ:pe 01 Palma, !n hie 'Apathy end participation• has 

t:'alsod th1'60 quastima 1) what makes people pat"tlcipatet !1) HGllf 
' . 

muCh PDU ttcal pa:rt1d.pa-tion 1 s therttl ill) l!!hat Gt'O the etf seta 

or tfda part1o1pati.Ul9 on tho functioning of tho modern poU.cy? 

59. Sea t1pset1 °Polit1oal flentt. tho social bssia of poli.tica. 

(Scmbayt VtikUs foffet: and sumuone 1960) 
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fte eeyet - 1) como people dovote their full tioe and energy 

to po11t!ce. 

2) ~there choose to rema1n intueatOd but passive spectators • ... 

3) ror: coco polity 1& Q matter of continuwa ondrospons1ble 

attention. 

4) f'or othars political cct1vity ls episodic oli 8'lgsged only 

1n times of cd.a1~h-

Ha alED dlscucscro thoaa aspects of mass p-t1e1pat1on that 

involve tel.aUvoly simple. comon and undeman~ng ectivits.e. 

Such as voting, dioCt..JSelng PQl1 ti.ce. seek.lng information end bolng 

interested ln polltlca, end forming a ~olitical organlsaticn. 

He says •partlcl.pet!on ls a tunc:Um ot the individuals• poal tlan 

ln BDC1ety and hlo attitudes toi:JI!r'cta the polity. £vic:Dnce about 

USA condstattly reueles that pct1c1patton J.e gl'eater afiMII'Ig the 

bottlU' ett.u::atod• t.~Sith highar tncomo G'td occupation, the mCJDbers ot 

dominant ethnic gt'DUPG ul'ban res1£Ents. men. peopJ.e t~ith high atatu• 

1n society • participation J.o h1ghar elilmg persons ~:~no teal cloae to 

poUtical system•. He says that political cvnJ,doam• auapiciau.,.ns• 

feeling that politics .ate l'CtlOtoa threatening• corrupt or. ineffective 
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leads to poliUcol apathy. tte corelatea poU.Ucal partlcipet.tan t~tlth 

f)od~isatlm and economic devalopmant.60 

Thus With these etudl&l lt J:esulta that a camparatf.uoly 

trad. tlmel social otructu•e end an uncta~aveloped oconomy d1r 

courage pn~ticipation becoHse ooc1al ekille end .economic opportuni tJ.ea 

1taPQ.rtal t fo~ participation• ere in tho hands of privileged rainor1ty. 

Uldcaproad poverty., a leek or ooucattm. ecarelty of madamlaed 

oce.upat1ana and a tEndaney tol!f(irde rigidity of soclol positiC'Jfte 

cvo!do pat:t1e1pat1on. flmu:~over, evm 1 f tho poll tical eyetem 

oodorn1zss and form~y rscognises aquol righto ot portld.pattan• 

many p.oril!ofle find 1 t dif!ricu U to pnrt:l.cipate becauoG soc1oty 

etnila1ns a system or conflictlng econor.t!c and clcsn interests ln uhlch 

pObtet' O"d •raoourcrm cont.inuo to bn unequally distributed. 

Thuo oven if the poll tical system he mocmnlsod, the 

peJ:tJ. cipatf.ar 1n p01J.Uc9 is stlU in the tuiHb of thoao powerfu.l 

to some extent. Thue C.Laketunana 1n hla caste c,tynamtca in v.Sllaga 

lndla says, • ... lllhen once we hove a, ted for ., b-.,en to 110ve .f.n 

the dil'ection ot an egellterlan society. ThJ.a ~"Eaatne eUll a fd 

... 
60~ S1usappe 01pl&Jia- Apetbv .w P&rtlclpat.ton• 

nasa PoU tica 1n hleatom Socl eUas. Patet 3-19( 1970) 

Free Preso,. fJat~ York Collie. rlaom!llan UQited l:l• London) 
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CJY • Coate 18 playing a e!gn1f1can t part ln ssv.mal aspocte of 

out: life. F el' ream bsl.ng aJJ.Gd.natod from the social frem.,olk 

1t ta bd.ng atrengtfuaned me tD varlQJs fol'cea opm:otJ.ng 1n the soclaty. 

The monstrous lise to oaatai-. alarfUf..Ag propo~:tlcns in all w41ks ot 

life injects a &G"Iee of def'8CUGn aftd auap1c1Cil about the dlsappea»&"tce 

at the CU3t8 tmEnamefttl'l• fol' tho 8Sc0 Ot argtJIDS'It, G\101 if btO grent 

that ito effoctivenas 1n urban areas is of dOubtful category. yet it · 
I 51 

cen be reckcned lll1th1n the rurol eroos•. 

l!;itn. the above dlacuseJ.on tse will see n0111 f.t.nolly fl.ot~ the 

ctem~sm,cx, has £9§5.@9 in SJla vJ.llsae lndia1 Gy studYing diffoJ:"Ont · 

u1Uage studies tro cculd sum up the change 1n the village in the 

follC~:Jing ccnclus1c:ns • 

ftt'Ctly, befon tho arrival of c:!Mnocrecy in the village, 

tho al'u.u:o 1n euthol:'ity ot the village. uoD to a largo atmt. a 

function ot one•a social end oconomic post tion. As opposod to 

thJ.c tho iopla:u:ntaUcn of democrtltlc procedures 1n eonstitut!Dg 

PQU.ts.col autttotity, introd.Jced s principle ~hidt was unconnected tdth 

social ang gconom.te gqait;t.cng. nqn,p~YJlQ1otj.ttl!':\a1 Such e procedU~• 

had to opornto 1n n sod.oty 1n a S'OC1ety 1n t~Jhich, 1n aCtual practice. 

not tho individual but tho group to ~~thich he balonged cr:natituted the 

1-
61. C I..Qkehmanat ncaate dynatllcs in vU.J.oge Ind1a• 

Veor 19"13 (Nachlkete PubUcatl one Ltd. Bombay) PageJ XII 
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bea!c unit. The tnaJorlty- m1nor1ty m~tlnism instead of operatlng ., 
on tho basis of the 1ndlv1cllal trealy giulng ms ar the other 

groupa na dictated by h1s poUt1cs, became a veh1clo or aoe~ 

groups poll tl ca. 

Secondly• ettGl' ttw introduction of deoocracy tn the 

Uil.l.ago the old ona veneatec:J .leaders of W~ta higher caotos found 

thamaeluce enjoying thair pawers in the past t~.i.th unquaot:i.cnJ.ng 

abed!. ~nee. Tho e:rrf. val of oemocracy on tho other hend, c:~ 

craoted conditione utttd'l did not enable than automatically to 

reach or rot.to1n1 tha positians of potjer. To wor'" for post tiona 

of pQ!ler end to defmd thCCl ogninst ~the aoeial groups that 

ue:ro hithtu:totta oubsoru1ont to t.tom ~em unpleasant tar them aa it 

usn unf'asniliar. They therafora yialdcd th31r pos.ttiana to that~ 

younger men. Tnaae youngermcn p::3infuUy le:orned tbs act of 

mtlb1.U.21ng the support of a numarica.t cojori ty by mobil1z1ng thall' 

b 'i di v!oing ths follCJ1ng of tho!r oppanonts. ln cout-se tlfl tlme, 

other e~trc:::a. ths i.,trodJction of oloetivo machinery opsnod up 

a po~sibility to tho hitherto politically und .c1:'pl'iV1log~d groupe 

to attd.n a rnngo of atotutory Qrtd non-t'ltatutory political 

positions for thai:: na'lbers ratho~ thm atutua. 



(J) Tba net4y :introo.u:ed ctemocratlc pracedune I'Ucted 

not only on the ral.et1cnship bettfoen gmups end thol~ loa~sbJ.P. 

bat also opened up tho poaaiblU.ty of i.ntlusnelngtds1ons CI'J 

public palter and their tmpleman'taum. n• poltt.iet4 tools or 

atrect apf)l'oacn md mass apptoaeh in o:ae:t to atnieve ttm desired 

pol.t.tS.cal objectives, eeme to be adapted b¥ tht.l villtGes. 

Similarly• t.'lZl docio.ims ~kJ.ng pl'OCGm .in ths td.llag~ ~ch 

bcfot'G the arrival ot ctemacJ.Oacy 1dtl$ ~alat;t vel.y aimple aftn!:r• 

boettno tlirJJ!y uu df.spnl'sed., 1 t nut~ :t.nuo.tvmt an 1ncraas1ngly 
. 

m•atu oreator number of' people lltlo opined lil~ concurred 

in decision making or In decis1m exscutlng. 

( 4) Tho 1ntl'oducUcn of' damaorut.i e pJrtteer:turce dl.d not 

directly estab 11sh dor.tccraey 1n thl villago• but. qUeation$'j• 

;tntcrnctnd and p!!DU1ded institut1ma1 f'ed.l.t.tite for the raJact1t.n 

of tha mtrMcha::! positi<nc of pOtl'Gr to dominate tmd to ax-

lf a s a cono:Gq:unnce of sll th~e. gredU.":rUY chengad 

th3 attitude of tha pr..o!}le to politicnl utJtharity in gsnetal ,and 

tillage political at.Jthority 1n pn~ticulOl'.. f.rco a qu1ot 

Obedtcru:o to t!UthO~ ty i.n tho Pt'C-dr...OC~atiC days~ tho \till ~SO d:.Jw 

am-tumsd the role ot judg':'l'S or ttthot 1 ~ did Gld tlttat i.t fe.Ued to .del. 
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They na~~t opunly gl'UmblGd and complained qa!nst the tndift~tnca a"ld 

tnetriclancy or thoae tn poslt1on and authority. At tiaest they 

evm $1J99ested hOttJ tho pmple in authority CCIJld hove acted in the 

*«ttt•-* .interest at the vlneoe. BS11m:i such corrl!lents and 

auggest!ata ley their groptng aearctt tor authority that ttaa gas&d 

to serv1 ce t-ether than r~ord • keeping ect.Un1stratlan • 

F1n&l1Yt thoro t:~es tho port! c!poti on cf tho dllege 1n 

net!mel poli tt.cs. This woe cmtined to diecusslon of nat1me11esuae 

end pertte!petlon 1n the genm:al election. Since no v11leger ~­

directly lnvolued in 1:h8ll tha votSI'e enjoyed nrater t~oodOrn 1n 

electoral c:hotce. The aftjoyment of euch e fl'eedDm end frank 

diecussf. on about the recOf'd of VS"ia.ts candidates ro.......c,ted an the 

po11t1ca1 aystem of village, J.tatif• The letituda mjoycd in the 

general elections l!!as gracbltl.ly pres:utd f~ !n local pollt1ce.~ 

62., Dz Ni Somjoo1 *'Demacracy and Polltlcal Chonge0 

1n vJ.Uage lndSa• cp.cltt pages 1'1;. 
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Thus the dissetat1an en casta, class and pt.UUt.rs 1n tho 

· Village Hayana. 8tt8Dpts to exaine the relnt!on-t.thip amng 

the throe mojo~ dlmsnslme · of soclel structure. tly maj&tt cancem 

.f.a t!) compare and corelate ascrlptlve. sac.t.o-econot!dc, and 

pollti-col dim3ns1ms of eoc.\a.l stratification. l ao part1cu1a:ely 

.intarost.Jd 1n elCB01n1ng tho ext.ent tu uhieh p:oliti cal posi t.tmn are 

enta113d by caste and r.:1ess positiQna in tho vill~e. Tho otudy 

ulno oddressaa itself to the int~T-.':lction batu:zm tra.cU.tioncl social 

e tructure and modam dGI30Cl'et1 o poll tlca.. At a more Gf.laci fi c level 

the study tJ1J.l examine the extmt of t:taditional r.1od9l of Gfle1al atr• 

tlt1cat1on. 
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!2£'W ODpj. OGY 

Aoat ot tho Ind1at caste atudl.es have bean dane by 

anttmogsoaphara 8'td aod.al anthmpOlogleta. Thcugh caste le a very 

old l.nstltuUan ln the lntl.d'l aoc1al system and hoa boen canatdel!ed 

ln various ~orka ot the etaly tndim aeholare and ed!J1n1Gttaton, lt 

t:r as only J.n the last twenty yeara that social sotonti sta hove 

atter:2pted studies an casto poUt1ce ln tnd!,an villugott. Rsaeardl 

!n this area is slgniticant not only ln te1'D5 ot tho thcot'otlcal 

tnoighto. 1 t of'fm-e ln reoel"d to tho t!Grk1ng of rurel oocial cystoma 

end dbecticne ot social change. Thue according to thcso studlea 

caate ie elao changing f.te role. Aueovor, deooeret1c poUt1cs 

la also having ita effect on the trec:Utlcnnl eocisl otructure t11d 

therefore many GOCiel lnat1tut1cna ere 1nnuanc1ng pollt1cs. Political 

ptu:'ticipotion ot an individual in tho village J.o affected by diffennt 

th1nga Uke caste md c.lata. knOtr.tledgo of this otudy 1s thorofors an 

ltlportant feature 1n the davelopmont procosa of th1e praaominmtly 

rllt'ol country. furth~ beca..ss of the precont organic l1nkego of 

macro-poll tical system t.tlth mcro-polltJ.cal syoteno1 !n tho sbsdtea 

of knowlodgo regarding tho proeoss of micrc-pol1t1ca in tho lnd1en 

village• no daf1n1te asseesr.rent af ma~1tlcn of the country con be 

under tat an. 



ftOstJ.y the Village att.Jdl• haVe been dona batVGen Gn8 or 
tt~~o dlmenaiata of social eb.ucturea. Little work hea bem dale 

»hate tha thl'ea dlmensf.ms(Cute. Cl.a89 and Pol1t1ce) at aociel­

atructwra 8r8 8XtJDined at 8 t1 ma. fh£Gfore thi& etudy ttJ.ll be 

impOl't:ent becwee it t1Ul =mpare and corslata ascrlpUva sac1o-

ecohomic and pol1tf.col dirnmelms of sod.el. etJ:'etif"icat1on at a 

timo. 

Unfortunl'toly, ueey little sttmttan hao been g!um to euch 

studies 1n Hcry;:;no • o coot dyncm!c t~toto uhieh hae constnnt.\y been 

OY.poood to oconot!lc, pol1t1eal~ social and culwt'al dlcngss. Hence, 

the need for cnore compreht:nalv a tos~ch into tha character ot casta. 

clacs snd poUttcs. 

Because ths different anpacts of tOci.ri life are so 

lntercuas~ed 1n rurel society,. it -ie difficult evCJ'\ for onth:ropoloQleta 

to ·idiontt.fy analytienlly ttttat te poUUcal. A pri.mG:!f cmci.U'n With 

the social organisation of IndiCf' snc!Gty haa lod f.-hem to approedl 

politics throt.f9h a otudy of tho rJOtJto ~yoto.m mc:i to explOl"e political 

cct1v1ty to the extO'lt that lt rovoal.s a:msthing o? that lnotf.tutlan. 

Given tho :lmpartsncs of a polltiCDl !dloo that hao its roots ln 

cor:znurtiti.aa comprising soc-a oi~~ty parcont af ~ha total population. 

1 t i.e oup.risi~"'9 ti1at .lltl c--..Jnpro!10ntliu e pollticolfnttmog:rnphy of eny 

village sxiots. r.ntt·ropologiota hilVa not yot oano for polltics 

What hna b~n so aptly donG fo.r c::sta. Thit3 study nttcmpts to f1U 



the gap. It ccnccntratos solely an political activity ao en ossent1al 

pet of all lnd!m bthaviour. 

In difforcnt otudice_, tho role of ttcmen in politics h3a 

bm.m stuaiod1 bot l! ttle uork hos boen dens obrxJt the uoman 'a 

participation 1n J')t)ll tlcs eccozodlng to ccote end thoi:r catss. Thus 

tht.o etudy ttill include the woman•a part.tc1patlcn .t.n politics, their 

clocs statue end casta status md h011J these factom are 1ntluenclng 

that~: participntlon ln pollttcs. 

Tho rolo of Penchayat. leader, their stotuo ac~;o:rdlng to thei-r 

ct.r. toe end c:luas will also be studio ct~ 

I h;:~vs thuo indicated tho rramo!:.!ot'k t:J!ttdn tJh!ch th1e study 

hna trocn Ct!!it. tuong t:1ith thio ! shnll also point out tho eot of 

quest! O!lG uhich atrueturod my !nqtJiloys -

1) Uhat: \:.f<:10 the t.radltianol casta hie.-arehy 1n the village? 

2) At present to t.1hat extent CEr'tB hiorr_rc::hy S"td socio-

sccnamic h1crflt'::tl y correspond? 

.S) To ~hat extant is tha dietributicn of' pa:rticipatinn pattezned 

after the ascr!pt!va etrat!ficntim systor.t nf caste. 

4) Cho J.s having PQbJOl: lo the village, t~~hoth~ cacto o= 

Clam? 



5) . Are the 't1 tual • ralaUc:nshipa basad an casta atatua 

alno ~ofJ.octed 1n econ~c l"elatlatehipet 

6) To ttlhat extent ia· caste status a ccnd1 t1on foJ: formal 

and .t:nfomalleadGrship .t.n tho v1llaga. l!hat 1& tho effect of 

oemoorecy on thsn? 

?) l.o the £clat1onship bettacon C.t%tO end political 

PaJ:tieipat!on duo t.o casts status or dt:Je t9 caoto &tett!e or dee 

to elena otatuo7 

8) Lhat; 1~ tho 1r.pact of dcuocrattc political systeo on 

tho ascr.tptt uo hiorarchy? 

10) tf®J muCh pnlitical portlclpation is thoro? 

11) Is thfte politiCal Apath!' in tho vill tgU"' 1 f yoo 

Why? llthut are thtl cuU&aa7 

12) Is the village wter now vots.ng after c=afc.Uy t:.tM.ghlng 

tho f.aeue posl~lme of the parties or e ma::m voting bshtrJ!otn: 

basically .lcaueleu 8'1c! ncn-idcoloeloal 'l 

14) tthGt 1s ths rola Dt villGQ3 wattan in political portlclpatlon 

and Village adninictratl tn'l 



float of tho cmto stud!eo hauo bam dme in South Indio. 

In tho north aloo,. very fS;S nturtieo an 'etrlte• C.eltls and pol1 tics• 

have boen dDno in Haryana. Thus Hol'Ytl'fi8 state t~~hich is impot'tant 

fi:'O!J tho point of u!et:.~ of costa pJJlitico has bscn chosm fo~ the 

otocfy • 

Rohtnf< dl.st~tct tn Horytttn, c~s pickari up oo tho local 

dietr.-ict for f!csrmrch stucy. Aa tho pr::1hlem of tho study i.s to 

eoo pollticol participoticn aec~rdint) to casta, tnd class (ono 

tlo:!1'!9 the tr::cU.ticnal mt: th:) othOI' a!: moct.Jrn intJtitution ira tho 

present ooclol oystsm). It t:Jos thought boot to ooloct a district 

41h1eh WaG noithcr- highly developed nor very bad<ttord, so that a 

clear p1ctuto about the study be dratm f'rco tho diotr1ct. 

f"urthor l!Sith tho pooooS3cd tm~lmge about tho area tJnd 

tho loctll_ lanqur:go, it won felt that tt,~ ooloctim of block 

'JhoJJar• f'rom th1o district t::euld foclll toto fiold tJO!'k !:.'!thin 

tho limitod tics. A Ust of villeges in block office of JhajJar, 

along uith tho population according to 1961. t::cnauo f:.la.s teken .. 

All the villagEo c!th t1 pnpuloti::m of lo(\!3 t.')an_ 200 o~ mora tbm 

s,onc uoro firct included. selection for this etudy ttJas f'urthB 
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liml ted to a village tllhlch should have mrugh population. so thnt 

a cloar picturo. of difforEn t castes could bo seen. fot final 

eoloation from 3mong the d1 fferent v.!.Uagoa 1n Tahsil lhaJjar. 

ThG fOUOIIJing foul:' requirements ttEtto preocribodt • 1) The vUlai)o 

must be multi-costa village. 

2) Tho vi.llaga shwld be importmt from the polltlcal point 

of viotJ. 

3) The basts of vtll.age economy must be primdy agrtcUlwre. 

4) Tho eJ.zo of the village Rhould bo rnediUt'J• 

A visit ~hlo fjkttxucx&~ee paid to the heactquartsrs of cam:unity 

dsvelopQent block of JhajJar end a discussion "'OS held t:~ith blot* 

developma-1 t officer end thei&- staft. from thsao diseussiona. it. uaa 

found that tharo is a viUage not vary fer f~m .lhajjar. llfhid'l could 

meet ell the ~equlrmantn,. Ttwa vJ.llE"go ••avlana' uoo soloeted for 

the etudy. 

&!SJ!fl,q;! 

Tho 'clcns • otrotlficc.Uon uiU be operationalised through 

eueh ·t~a::-ioblca as land• occuJ).:lt1on end acuC3tion. 

Tho pollt;iccl viQOn::Jions of' social otrati f!C'ltlon 1n tbls 

stud)' includes - a) gc:noral political or1Gntat1on political intEn"aat. 

part:S.omshl.p, B) eubjocUvoly parca1vad degree of political influmce 

c) the J.nd1co.toro ot polltlcal part.f.cipetion • voting pattGXn and 
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cempaf.gn1ng (d) voting crtteta. 

t:fhile escrJpt,tvo st1'at1 f1cat1m ouch ~ canto- race 

or etnenc1ty 1e given nnd mttstly seltwdatined, there Js e ~ann 

tl"ac:\1 tion in soc!oloQy thet tclc es eocto-cconomic status a& e 

measUI"e of cloes, politipol ntratif1cat1an io rather vaguely and 

variously deecribod-. AS uo t<ay obuarvodl •tho idoo of political 

st:!atif!eotion r.ay \let be rcJily• grneped, for diseueeion of' (sOCial) 

stratification aro so of'tm in oconclt::lic ot occupatlanal terms•'. 

_The social selenee l!teroturo dealing lllith the poU.tlcal 

d!tH~mc1mo of' soci:1l strot.t ficati tn 1o rathei- doccriptivo ond 

veri Jusly dafinco it so pC!JGl' O!' 1ntluon.:o, civic end poll tical 

righ~, cit.tz::lmt~k otatu3, pos!tien or aai:hority or influence J.n 

public 1n3t1tution!'l, gouemnent 01: patty or political involvement 

and nctJ.vity.2 f'or instance, in th:# anthrQpolatJiGal otudiea of 

Indian uillancro political d!.mena!m lo rather uaguoly d3fined as 

civic nod ri tuel priv1leg~ powel.' to ar~itratu in inter-casta Ol' 

1ntet-Villcgo ctisputas, influenOt.J ~:lith higher lavale ot gcn.tGl'nftlentel 
............ 
1. trO Key Jr. "Public opinS.o:t ond At':o:ricrn Danocrocytt 

( f.Jcw Vork Alfred :\ Knopt 1967) Pcgcl 183. 

2. see TH Plnrchell." nthongoa in social etroti f'J.cation 1n his clt!SS, 

cJ.UtG'\&h1p ond acei-el <tcualopment". (Garden Ci tyJ Doubleday 

G'1d co. 1965) 



and political elite, ecanmld.c end general acclel domlnottce 

1ncludtng ability to use phyoic:ll forcD or 1nt1m1dotian end r.aore 

3 
t'OCG'ltly tt.a uoting strength. 

The large t~eole quantltat!ve otud!es hcve mclnly enployad 

pol!t!cal 1nvolvat!:ent at attltldlnel and bohav!curol lStte!e e& 

1ndlcators of polttteal otraUfleat!cn. 'Robe~t Oehl has d1ffer8'ltlated 

b~tu:;an poll ticol at::o·t-•. :m o::td ~ f.'!)Ut! c:J1 otr.:1tum on tho beo!.e of 

polltiC31 involvanrnt. l!o f'ound in nw Hcuc;"l o smell t~t:retum ot 

1ne1uidunl~1 °rn~e~ ~re highly involved ln political thought, 

C!is:usdon end act!G't•, nnd ~orting ' a good oocl of &tuoy. direct 

and active 1nf'lucncc.4 

Thus the p~incipnl' indicator of poll ticcl stratii'icat.ton 

ooployad ~ro ~o political involvo:sent end cctiuity .. 

tho uolloction of doto. Obooruntitrel !l~!\.'"l}.,rr!~.fl Pa~ 

.Rt!i'ja.r v~ti en .,.gi ~u;':l<!. g. ~athcd Uk~ diacu so! on rod ~ gt'OU p d1ecuse1tn 

----..... --------------------------~------------·-·-·---~----------------
3. Sao f.ndro Soteillo,. •caste. Claoo nne! Poj:Jer" (Oarkaly.: ~n1vot-sity 

of Cal.ifornia Precs: 196!i) 

b) Sao tG Ooiloy, 11C~te end teonceic frontiero" 

( tJ~ York: Mt..trntm1t1e3 Prot=s• Inc. 1951) 

4 • S09 Robert Dahl, *'t:!ho Govern 9° 

(net1 tfevcnt Vale Un1vorGity Ps-ess, 1961) 
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and lnte:rvled.n~ tho lndlvtdual respondent tdth the intarvlaw 

gu1ddl!no~ end !ntarvie~~ echcd.tles ftJ:B IIII!PI leJ:gelr utlllzed tor 

the field !n 1nlfestigati.CI1.- Apart tram thsso ~!m&r'y datGS• seccndary 

aourc~n of tnform3t1 :t1 !lke CEnsus reports, village •ta a tory and 

block story ( nvo1lable at 91ock Office) cenrwa ~sports• reaem:cb 

paprne, offiCial rocords and o~ typs uf published ~aato~1al GI:O 

CDn$Ultad !n forr:rulatioo ot p:-oblcrt:t a~ alcu in tho enalysis of tha 

primar 'I date. 

ln tho u.f.llogo ths tno1Uos arc arrin1stored by fe:mttl.y heads 

. tnoy ropraaent them in .:asto end villags cound..l~h So it c:ras aeemsd 

proper to tsko each housahold hrmd: us unit of th1s study. A houeehold 

mey eornprise of a fl111iJla familY• cl" an oxt:T'dc:l fad:ly, l!v:ing 1n 

eeparoto :t'OOf::l but shoring a comon h:mrth. Ths fcr.'lily 1!-' ~ockoned 

to bo n unit of c:lCi31 orga"lisotim in th, lnd!c:'J ::ournl C(J'!Punitiea 

and t."lo #mad or thn hou::; ahold Gxorcisoe o great 1n1'lu cnca on a.U othe 

cnl!'be:re. Oesideo, thio tha head of the t:CtJochold in :r:.;sponsible for 

1ntro - nnd in tor f'~Uy rol.cttonohip rt" d 1o thus ~~J!2ft-rtatxtlllt 

rcprcs:ntnti.vo of tho t-:ouoottold in t.~:3 d::)\rol.,pmz,tal aet!tr.!tloa of tho 

villag:J. Tho hoad of tha household 1o th:J chief .action of ttie family 

oroupy nnd io moat anlightoned pcrcon to provido 1r:foroat:ion on 
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v.illaga life. noroover, tit::l docicl.on to intoruict:t aU t.he haade 

of tho hcueehold of the household 1.n the v1llsgo ts tskm with e 

111eu to avoid the rsspor.doot bios M' lio.t.ted $tatonoss of the 

capob1U.ty snd reputotJ.on of ettrtd.n individuals. flecsuoo of tho 

lock of Ume, in th3 villego eue.ry 4th flauae l.:tSS selected fall' tho 

vurpOsG. 1hus lila b»k 285 fGr.lilioa froo tne h!ghel:' ~tes.{H1ghc 

caato 1ncluo:;a O~o~nine nnd Jats) and an familio3 of l(!l.or castes 

(Hu.t:ijuns,- Chorna and t;;haraar) And out of thoso 365 fcPilien:r every 

4ttJ hcusa t:tas teko1 ror the intorvi::tJ. Tho sompla thus CntJ:1 to 

bo oa - 01 pmplu, 71 h:i.nher ccsta tnd 2J ltmar ca'lt~. 

fir-stly 1 thrca echa¢Jl~ t1Dre prepared. Tho schedule 

(A) i& intended to eUcit information about hcucoholrl.o head& J.n 

renpect of (1) age. aex oruJ cste (?) oeeupatlan, adlumtim, land 

anru.tal. incoma etc. 

Tho inforoation Gbout politlcnl knnwl::~dgo, J.nflunnco voting 

pattern, uoting c:r1torie, campo1gn oct! vi ty and partiocnah!p or tho 

V1llagel'e l:feo gained by •1no qUOStiona on diffo:ront pal.nte.. In 
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short Schudulo (o) io eS.nod at finding cut tho demogrP..phic 

cod.o-oconomic and pOli·Ucol lifo af th:) ttiUngo household 

hoa.ds. 

Schodulo (B) U!39 prepared for rcput~d psroons both at tha v.Ulr.ce 

lO'Jol end nt tho u~ state end national level. for th1e the 

r~utcd por•:ono liltc, Sorprnetl, Village ochool teachor, priest, 

aoo, soo,. rt.A md r.P ucro interv!Cldad. 

JiOL,L£CUOtJ Lf DAI6t 

Daf'm:e all the questlcna 1z1ere .mdninisternc, orally 

it was 8ll!n1M thought essEntial to explain precisely uhy and 

for ~'hoa tho otudy had been un;:scrtd<Gn. tlftcrt:~arcs cll tho 

applicable quaotlonn ucrc ccXed in the oraor given in tho schewle 

nnd the answers wc.te ramrdcd. 

At the clor;o of in teruiauo it We.!> chocked that ell the 

Tho r.an-norticip.9nt obsGrvat1 an t1os ccnflnt':d to attending" a 

fO'.:J groupo aiccuss!a'ls (informal}, attmdino a feu panchyat maet1nga. 

obse=vinu the ro;>utarJ end prcstigatuo pct'oons and one~ving relation .. 

ship bott:Joan tho loaders and lGd. ln nd!ttt1.cn. the aoci.al interaction 
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Tho :-oc:~:r:Js tlf' uf.llago P:l~Ohyeta uaro cancultGd for sUppartivs 

c\.tidmco. 

Thus the date t~~as colloctcd !n the .village through 1nterv1Sitl 
t1 

echcaulas, scloctod intarviatn d.th tho hOJJSehold heads,. p;rutjyd 

obncrvatJ.oo. 

In order to ol '"!$.11 fy tho ;,;na:::a~s t.o all quostiona, thu 

ec:hedulos ~or.l tr::nJcfe;..-n:Jd into nec;1i11g~ul c::nt::;go:;.zios eo • to 

bring out thEir O!n::."lti.::-l pa;:;ttlrno. .locorcU.ng to schr;;cttJl4 (a) ond 

{ C} the d ~~ cf ,.JJJ. thu :t·op:Jtod porcano or~ quoted in the oos:~act 

to land occup~tiona md oducaticn. All osnbere uaro cauntet:t 

acoercing to ca.:lt~. for the questlontl at!t a:1 Scoding frsr.1o1 uaa 

der.tgned in accardalce td.th the aim of study. Then tho !nfomat1m 

Tha w:.rki=J cf count!na of tho nu:ubcr of' C:lGCS felling into 

tebul.otion no tho namplo ttos ucr.-y e:1011. 

ThU!J the d!oaortation 1s divided into 7 chapt~s. ttpal't 

from tho f'!rat t\10 chcpter11 of' !ntroclur.t.ton ard Aethocolugy .. 
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Tho OsA thrid chsptft f)teeenta the pletul"e of villrQG profila. 

The fcurth eh-'lpter- .1o about coo to tfld pol1 tics. Tho fifth 

Chr.Jptcr clearly ehC:Jo tho corrolation bctttecn caste, class end 

-~ politico. The sixth chaptor g!uon tho pictu~o of offoct of 

Cc:nacrccy a."'ltl r:!ldt rni!Jnticn. TLJ 7th ch::;ptar givos tba canehtaions. 
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Kevlene e village• in block JhaJJar. Oiotzict Rohtak u1th 

a papulation of' 46~. ie located 9 kilometers S'l1ay fmm lhaJjar. feom 

tha poU.ticel point of viaw, three districts of HueyMa state a:te very 

important ..,. J1nd:t Sonopgt and Roht.o.k - Hohtd< bof.no th.: rn~at iuportant 

kavlana lioo in thie diotrict., 3.n Ua~yana stotG .• 

H::u:y.-:na uas or~.toiocd on rlov. 1st 1966 by the Punjab 

reorgW!iaatim net., the raorgen!S3tim having tG< en plcco on a 11nnuietic 

baaie trJith tho nee Punjcb ~oat:'t'~::d oo :Jtsnjobi r.JJ?.:k_ing _and Ho~·y.;.;.'!~~s 

H1ncli opocl<int.• Horycno is divi.dad into 12 districts wJ.th uround 7000 

inhabited v!Uagos end around 69 tmns ~~th an ov:z:::all population 8ccorc:t-

1ng to tho 1981 ccnouo of 1.2n.~2. 

Jttajjar block datos from 1850• and for tt:Ja Y3lro pt>icu.~ to 

...... ·~ .,..~- 'llll·~~-··- ................. ................. ····---,,...... ~ ..... 1 ...... ..,.. •• ......,_ 

1. ( The hietory of Jtl:ljjar io oxtractp,d fron th:~ rQcot-do cvailcblc 

ot tho Oictr!.ct 11ffic\.! Pt R~:~htcl:) 
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During the rcl.otivoly steblo enr.J brilliantly acsministered 

r£/gin of f!~bor, tho *Bu!ltar• of Jhojj or ons fl~rt or the Subdl of Oelhl, 
1 

rloath of' Uah::tdur Sh.oh in 1112. l t anemo mo~t probable thot the founders 

of tho pro!.!Jnt vill:.go of t<ovlna (uhicL U"l"J ot thot t:ir.0 r.r:rgod with the 

stable a0rnniatrat1cn .. 

Jot Ct-dcf' Suroj rlcl. i11 tho r..li~dl.o of the ccntury1 it thC"' foll :L1to tho 

abo~t 17'11 ho m~rd e..; a yGJng :.~irl LhtJ soon goj.nct! control of h1o 

pratcc.;:.ims •••• for the Begum sooru •• woo not lo·;s notable for her 

(cor.tpton 1U93t 403) Jhojjar taken ft'OI:l tho 8cgur.1 SOtru in 1894 b)' 

the forces of Chieftain llpPa Khcnd.t nco. undar tho canmmd of the 

iri~h adventure GrortJo Tho!:'li;Ot zmo h vd flr.d f'ron Ocgun• o oarvicoa in 
1 

her services,. 
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ThGli!W) ~;;as prcoentod with the t(ttri.tor-y of md around 

Jhajjar. 6y Awa Knendi fleD and from 1794 Cai'Ued out c small kingdom 

~:JUnd JhajJo.r. Ho estebUst-.ca tho fo1t ot Geroga garh (notJ the 

vlll»9tl of HusoainganJ oli:1s Jc.hajgarh end eat out to extend bie 

1kingttoa•. Hs attaCked tho Sikh in tho no~t."h and tithe oatcs of Bikaner. 

Jal.put · ond Udaipur in the South. Alth!Jugh h.lo e;.pad1t1ms t~are not 
. 

fllueys suceoaoful~ ~ho bccc.'no th:l :roat po:;~urf'ul nm en the right 

odlk of Jomuna. (reincha:uo 1c:lGa 32 ) baforo being oxpoUod from 

Jhajje.r e1d then G::ot-g:gg.:rh in 1001 by th~ fo:':cos of tho flornt.hs 

Tcoachory. He hcd cr:uced Thonao to flco ond then tn rurrancbr at »anai• 

l'C.nohing the Q5tOa err tho f"OTtl't'..SS qt Honoi ttith Scind1e 1& forces •••• 

tor a m~ccnt, md turnod and rtn• end my r.cn oftor me. 1 can face 

most oc..,, but that one lookod so forccicus that ho f'rightonod r.te" 

{quoted in 1.ioy 1929: 55) 

flavmuo co~ lect!on utr not steblo at thot t1mo and some 

rcporto claio tho-~ lh::n;~s colloct::U rovcnua from tho uillagoo ...... by 

tho pcrsu.!';tian af guus an;t toyonots. (fa~h~o.r 1800.99). Soon aftCJI' 

Indio w.cs broken .... and tho Rohtak district ........ paosed en to the 

honourable East. India Co. by the tl'aaty of 51rje f.njcngaon ••••• on 
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3oth Oec. 1803' (CohtGh District GaJotte 1910s 29) the JhsjJor torrit:ory 

ttea givm to t!at:ab Ali Khan W'lo loft tho nnnqJaJen t of the territory 

to his aon1 faf.% Huhor.nod Kho.,, piotut"ed es en enllghtonGd enddndly ruler. 

»e vas suc::oadad in 1835 by his nan rln"J:lb F'tl! z All srh'-1n, clm unUko hie 

father h<:ad a reputation ror natt0t:1 mindedrm~s entJ harshnooo in the 

buolnom of rovtanue caJ.Jection. for tha no><t 22 yoorsr the villages 

ara .. u-;d Jhtajjar t:sro subjoetea to ha;-o!l and d!_thless revenuu dtmends. 

Tllattab rat z Ali t<han t:to:> suceoocbd on h!a do:'lth in 1845 by hio sen, tho 

ltu~t flat".tab oV Jhajjor 1\bt:h.tr t1oht'lc., f{ha:1,. llo uas hcr.gcd in 1057 for tdd.ng 

part in tho 'i1ut!ny•. 1\t t'J.o trial r.uollm of"fico:re t:~ero chat"god with 

hev1ng ectad O!: thoy pleased in Jtm.!J a-. ThJ.s llfOO voher.u:mtly <tr.liect 

by tho tltr.Jnh 1 o c::ouneU hut it was oatabll shed tht\t muslim trcof!%] mutinied egalm 

tho.tr Hindu officFJra ~ •·• •• lllhona vi U. tJ9r>.a end t'-C".J'lOS they attOldH:d and 

Whose wo~.::n .;;r.d ctild::~:.n till:Y l~illoa (ibid 1 43). The psople ol £,n 

Kavlant~ sp(JI<o v~y unfovou:;:l..bly of' rnuslimo rulo but their attitudas 

t:Jura probtibly c:.loursc by th.J turmoil cf 1!)47 ano ooro oirsetly by the 

Propaganda of ., ond th.::J.:? port1cip.atic:'\ in• the 1.965 t~~ar tdth PG<istalh 

The firot Ori ti$h LC'ld St;tU CTt:JI'lt of Jhajj rt br~n t!,ao 

bogun in 1850 md coon rocor.r,mdetl lmisr.cy tJ.ith tho Jhajjar vill~os as 

far so revmuo t:.:oo concat"iled• bccc.uus of opproosicn by i:ho former. Ruel!s 
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Naw•• ond the hm:dlnsas of the &nv!J"onmsnt. f"aminoe btt the d1at~1ct 

in te6n and .cgain lll!.th evan grtl:lte aaverity 1n 18GB. During the pragna 

ot th& rouloed ssttler;lcnt of the diatrict ( 1873) a f'3>t1ne atl"Uck agat n in 

1&71 end f~Wls~o \erato:-

Durin;;) the cold ttonthtt of 1871-Bp ! in~pcr.to:J m1ory villrQa 

tsf the nohtd< and Gohane t!"!lh1ls for tho putpO!!:l of os--cx!"'.:ent, md 

vioitect a lsger ~umber in Sampln ~d JhaJjar. The cs,ect or the count~ 

llfasdzsoleteti bnyond d":scrtption,. Thr:re U:!.q literally no crop i"l the 

rain-lend villages in a r!da of 20 r.:dl::3• not even tuo or tt'n-"so plota 

ware to be !JC:e!h Tho gr.:1ss' tHld t!.'holly dis~p::rced md nothing but thorne 

end ltle<?do met th1 'JY!:! in the fi:Jldn ••• It io dwbtful if t.h~.: cnf'<lrced 

collected of t;1~ mvanua Nca o ucll jueg.ul oto;;., a V3f:Y large area \llSB 

eold end mnrtga~y.:;u oo congcq.~ cnccs ot' 1;hi~ iJ.:u:hopo yava a Uttla raUef • 

J t io not tr"Ut'pr~.oi.-g that th;; i'lillag=ro or trJ.u hm·S"· trt:ot ;'"ilar" tho tax 

coUozUon. Cuofy ::lfr!ciol io :ogar:~u ui;.h auapiciuue end the 

snthropolLl\.}i~t tsho o:;j{o qucotiono abwt ow ... ;:ship of land .i.e often regarded 

as n opy. 7hrw fai:".ln~ hit tho art;:ac in tho ccct.:do 1896-1!105. Impmvcd 

c:::m::amicatic.nc, ..:::JttL.r cc;notructio."l of ttcllo:nd, r.tOro rocCiltly g...-.:J::.U)' 

imprnvod irrit:ot!m ayntoos - f!s-st tho pC"r!d sn t.thool end th~ th~ pum;~!no 

t~at, tho tub:J.....uoll .... !lev..;. dccrb:a$O:l the l.ikel.ihood of Yeoinc, but life 

le Dtill proc;nriouo for mr:ny parsons. l t dot:::l not tnt!~ oueh r.c11"• result­

ing in flcodo v!llasco. Thf.s ie the lmd or :-tarnh oxt:romCG. f"emioea are 

still cor:;oon .in S:J:astorn Hmynna and Rejmthan but Jhojjar hcs not suffel'ed 

a fam!na dinca 190G. though sut:ltincs drrugh t and floods cwc:t intense 

auffaring. 



f 51 I 

Asn too ht!a 1nfUcted lnt.ense auggmng. ln 1947 the PtmJab 

. tL 
tJae tho socne of chaoa and blooSha:ts. Musl._m ned 110J:th and Hindus end 

" 
Sikhs fled South. 

Greduall y the Govarnmmt of 1 ndepond!l'l t tndla bagSt to 

implement !ta polld.cs for chcngos ln tho v!llc:geo of Punjab but the 

toomun!ty Oevolopmmt Olock of 1.1li.ctt Cav1G1o is a part. uao one of the 

last cotobliohed 1n the dl.stricta in 19tS2. end rocaiv.cd 1to f1rnt 

village level !!1Dl'ktn~ ttun • 

As 1ndicatod*' the land sottlemonta for 3haJj&C' tiJOrG not carried 

out until 1873-i •• Thlo uaa during the •Jax Brita1n1ca tzom 1857 to 1947• 

aG labelled becau~ it l:1e& nearly a ccntut'y of rnlotivo peace dUring .tttt:h 

the Bd.Ush pursued a policy at le!l' End order. 

wlth a village Oul.ho:t'a, the Gazetteo of 1879 thCtl! that Kavlnna village 

was namsd after a men-kolha. Ho t~tas ~m n:t to a girl. ln OulheJ."a vJ.llage. 

atho l!Jas tho ftaughter ot e vary big landotnar. tie:r father gavo e la~e 

part of lend to his daughtER:' ln dOtltf• Hor fathCl' ues a Doo~ J-et. 

dhtided his lend tma hle fatnar-1n-leb1 end made o • esporot-e v1naoo. 

t~~hlch he named sft81' hie name as •• lhtlhEfla• He d1u1dod tho land amang 

his four eons named ChandU, CheJJU. Ketoru and Gerl.bs and after samet1mo 

peoPls started calling t(ul.hana as kavlana. Thus in thie uay tho viUEQe 
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Kavlene uas craat •• 

lt reme.lna to 1ndtct:.te very broadly the histroy of the 

1mp1emantat1on of d1ffel'ent policies of netf Gove~nment after 194"1., 

through t~thich tho chango 1n the village haa tekm plcJ:a. In thla change 

the:ro 1!) a big hand of Co:nmunity oovolopcont Pt:ogrannes. Tho agmcy feu: 

tha tran,o6rooatian of tho ot»cicl anao:conomic U.fe ot the viUtaes (f1"' 

tivo y03r plc.ru 223) the optlorea ot plmning activity ~ch se reloud'lt 

for KavlEtta ores ef)r1ClJlture.. lS'ld r-oco:m• 1rr1gation, P0\!10%'• trellsport 

Md a:nxwnieatione, odJcatJ.on, health ond ~!lQ!ly planning anti walfera 

of backward calssee• catego~ies denved fzom the •natn Unes of ectivity• 

listed in five Yoar Plt:ne. 

Tho offcctivn aouelopment of agriculture in Kavlwc datos 

from n 'GUt 1:963, not eit~·RlY boceueo of the ostab lishmsnt of tho Block• 

but tie¥ t:IBSAly because of the compJ.ct.t.m of echGmes• Although clactt'1c1'fr 

ttes available befo..re 1963, it had not been t110r~le flU' pumping-aeto 

baenuaa or tho diatancos separating tholr scottorod fields. The droughts­

of 1965-6 and 1966-7 doleycxt and hlndrcrJ devolopmant. 

Tho high yielding vsr1otil33 ptograr.me wm bogun s.n 1965 and tne 

uao of net~ ocade very cuid£:nt 1n 19ua, rabi harvaot,. ln 1969,. oll rarmore 

wero auora of tho high yioldc obto!.ncrJ from the uee of new eeetts but most 

1dcntt fl. at thoo uith the wealthy fan1erc. ttlo could afford: tho ltft'igatibn. 
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A lot of t:tmt<: nee beon dena by COI:x:JUnity development 

progremmae. In 19M. a Pencnyalr Ghtm .,ae constdlcted 1n the vill'f)e 

at e cost of 13.101 000/•. ln 1968 a sum of b.600/• was spant an e dhd.n. 

in 1g?1t t"epshlng of the sd'lCIOl llfeO undertaken End lb-.. 20,000/- uero epant. 

on sd'lool build!nge. ln 1972, t.n the food for wOJ:k progl'amoe, 258 qtd.ntala 

of whoet \dare d.totributad. ln the sEIJla year a pond f.n the vlll ege 

was dug up. ln 1980• the canstzuctlon of pava;lon ts ues otarted. At 

present, the con.otructl.an of link road fro:~ tho mot.n rood to tt\6 

village is in progress. 

Long term finance 1e available from the JhajJ.er t.and 

Aortgaga BenJ<, but cmdi tians of lendS.ng favwr tt.e psrgon, tuho "• 
., 

ailff.tcient land to fi'l".:U'ttJag&. Although opdal ctncQSs1cnal rata ers 

available to the fieri Jsns. they muot have thD necsssery ~and first. J.n 

end eny poacent olroadj indebted tD e crec:tt. t eod.ety w.t.U not ba 

financed by ths tmd Mortgage BS1k end must fell bed< on the local or 

town t:JOncy-lendors for crcdl.t ot OXOl'bitmt rates. Those farmers 

adopted oo:>ds in.f-1980 had land holding o of at least 15 ecr~ w fllere 

ablo to ttil'e .lJ:rigation fsc11it1oa. 

s~ croppare ei'G rofe~ed in l(avJ.ana as 'AuJa= 1 but 

thoy do not feature .f.n the Potwad.s recorda. They •• 1n feet no 

placing of' ceillnga and holdings have been largely .S.natfectual. 



Thefefoze although thero ie como agriculturel oovelopamt. it has been 

chiefly to the bmofi t of tommy ~~Jealthy farmere. Improved technlqua 

ot fertn.tng irdgotlcn and ferWiutlon, ao not ba1eflt all farmers to 

the same c!eg~oe. Thus if the•e 1e e •green rewlutton • it 1& only among 

thefett. 

. . 
Ppll t.\C.-.1 ScenoJ 

At pra,ent frc:m the c01at1tutcncy undr.r t.Jhicb v1U~c 

Kevlana u!llago come Uday Singh Oynl ic a f!la.trlber ot Htll'yana Log1elative 

Asssnbly. tte i.e from the lok-Dal party end belongs to Jot Cot!munity. The 

Rembel' of Parliament io Stz~sn1 J ndOrVGSh~ l'hs latos t elections in the 

vill cge Leg!elat1 vo AoscmblY t:~oro hold in tiovsmt>e.- 198011 end for 

Parliament .tn Jcnunry, t900. In tho Lok Sdlho alecttans Congroea cenclldate 

llton tho alm:t:S.on • 

Tho Psnchyot t~ee fortm~i:!· 1n the village .tn 1952 end the 

lest election woo nald ln 3enuery, 1918. It has tt:10 menbera from acheduled 

cutes and ate lady Ranber. The Sarpanch !s olocte::t directly by the 

villsge1'e ®d tho I'Of.1Sin1ng four ssatn oro flllc:rl by elect!on by the 

v11l agars. Out of the 8 mombO!.'S 5 including the Sarpanch era late, ~o 

ttar1jans and me ICumhar ea indicated ln Tdllo 11 • 
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Tablet 1 

s .. ua. fJer.l 0 ar l'lamber Caoto londounor 

" 

1. Chmdor Singh Jot SO b1ghae 

2. Rnm Sauarup -m- 25 -ao-

3. G:Jgnon -do- 20 -do-

4. Rasulao -do• 22 -d~ 

s. thand!}i l<us;Jhor r~r~QJlt.ivetor 

fi. l'lhoo! t:i!n~h ll:!ti. jon a b!oh:m 

i. t:hand!7r -w- a bichon 

t. Uaya l{ our J:J' 2a -t!r.t-

........ ., , .... 

dinleci;.. Tllta vill!l{lo !o GituJtoo on tho loft w . . c of the road from 

tf,_hool.., Juot noor tho uilla~r~ on tho oano road thoro lo boys 

polyt~chnic. Thoro io ulao a V3tednary hoo.,itnl n .. nr the villet)e 

on tho left c!C:.:J of tho rend. Ko.vlmo i.J aurroundoo by vcrioua 

v1llog:l$ cmJ hoo rolqtiono uith all• on tf11; lJr-oin oP k.F.nship, 
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dleput;ca. 

UillGJG Kavlena is a nuclea~cd typo at' c.J&tUc"llcnt ea tho tJouoas 

in tho moin rubitation are built caTUguouo tu o;l;.;:J !::.uthct: tnd open on 

narrow lt:nt;s. 'fho villogo hobit.Jdon cite lit'S 01 th:: :Jlnin groundt~• 

in tho vLtlo~.J. !\ t:r.;plo ic l'lcJtcd in \;h'"' 'lDttt.h nf thu village hnb1tnt1on • 

Tho villrg o bno a Governo n t m=clo ochcnl t111ch u3"' c-t<"rtcd in 1962. 

no organised 1ndt.Jn!ry in the vj • .ll~e. Tho prtncipnl cr.opn gra::.~n dUring 
I 

ftebi(winter c~p) saaeon aro whe:!t, augsC3"1 e and ~u oo::::in,. etdls ground 

nuts, Daiz:s and pulsoo $0 tha pr-lnd.f.l..."\1 kh -.::1 f crc,., ( o:..t:n-:-·o:: ernpo). 
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tmm Jhejjat' daily utait tho village arm oell fl:'ults end vnnatablcs• 

in ccnh or !n cxchanno of grnino. Soao poc!O .. ors fron nonrby u1ll~es 

eloo como to tho ui llog;:- t:J cnll cloth. soop, bani) los ate. !n exchange 

hol1ds. Tho population of th3 villcgc io 46SO. Thuo tho orithmat.J.c 

a\lc.-aq~ io 10 pcrcona per housrmolt:b. A otcta:1ant &.owing tho casta-

uic:;, diott-ibt•t!rn of f01l!1l1eo end populnticnio esfJundor •-

-
s.r;o. i.cr;UJ of tho c.._-.,t;J ·~ 0. 

01' 1' .:r.ili :"!) 
I 

PoJJW.otim 
.....,...._...._~.,.,_....- ..... ~---- ... ~· ............... ~··~ 

1. fJrnhmin S5 2.25 

2. Jat 250 ?f11JS 

:5. Gc..~io 3 28 

4. t.l'l1:::r 10 ~5 

5. l{hct! 7 40 

6. r•oyco 10 112 

?. t<um:•or 13 193 

c. Julohn 45 432 

9. Cht~~r 60 663 

to. Aolt:l!Jd 20 207 

453 4GOO 
, . ......... _._ .. 
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It tJOuld be 1opons1ble to dlsoua:e any f.lajot' aspECt of the 

villagor:l Uf o ld thout r:u:nts. ming th31r em to. Tho caste oyotem he a an 

Ma•archical character. There 8ft1 poaona ot 10 castes 1n the fJlllaga. 

Brahmin;a- Thoro aro 10 faciUco of Orahaino. in tho viU~o 

tlfith 225 population. 1\.ll Ord'lmino in lt~vlo;1o oro gonoroll y call ott 

ae •natu:;:an '. In tho viUego o:10 Crcihoin io doit\l th£i trouitionel 

t.aork (priaothood} of Brohrnino. Thoro cro 35 faniUco of Brahmins .1n 

thi.e vi.Uage. Though they are not 1n a ••**taR majo~:1tyin the 

v1llcgo, e:1d though thoy do not oct that nuch r~cpcct from other 

castoe. the3o dayc(C::lrlior thoir ototuo tle:J ouch suporior) yot theY 

hove still a ocnoo of suparior1ty in thm. They ore regarded as o 

h5.gh croto in tho villt;gc• but thatr pos.\ticn 1o not ao high on thnt 

of jo tn. All tho Br::.ht~1ns otm land 1~ tho vill qJO. 

Jotg1 Jats a.""o tho so.lo occupants of tho Kashstriya IJeruna 

1n Kavlcna. Thoy m:.m mora than holt of tho totnl ~amillalt in ~evlana. 

TharG aro 250 fcoil.ioa ot Jats uith e populrtion 2695 e:'ld Ul bod. s 

of oojo~,t.ty Kavlana is called a jat u:l.Uogo. Tho poo1t1cn and atatus 

of jato io much aif'forent no~;~ than that ontaining in ear.Ur# do)'s. Jt 

has ogoin bucn c!'lr.nging since 1ndapendcrun. Tho old people in the . 

village told us that evm ot tho time of inocpcndanco tha jots uaed to 
' 

give too ouch respect to BrohmJ.n.s. The jato ~::~ hol:levwr tow• than 

Elroho1ns, pollticolly and a:ocial.ly it not ec::onomieolly. aut this i.a 
- --

not tho d. tuot1on no1:t. At present their eccnooic pouar end legitimate. 



.. '"' • 
Ownar AqricuJ.- Shop Clr.rl< Oulck Carp. Hil.t t £!X' y Oorb- Pott- tJrie::t l:::a- St:J oo- tr! oov- Tea- To~ 

s.rJo. Coota Cul ti- tura 1(\b- kocp- Cflith c:1~:.or Ja!:JC'10 Ot" or th~ poi! er c:h-
v.otor uur ino Lark Ill' 

or 
, T' it ft " 

... Braho:in 34 1 3!S 

2t 34;lt 249 1 t 250 

3. Luhar 3 ? 10 

4. KhaU 2 5 "i 

s. Juleho 36 1 8 46 

6. Kumhor 5 13 18 
?. Neyeo f· 2 a 10 

a. Bcnio . " 3 3 
o. Cham.ar 24 ,., 

34 60 "'~ 

to. Churho 0 ... 10 20 .... 

262 GO 1 5 5 6 13 1 10 9 1 458 
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po11t1ea1 influznca mQ.ln that they nave no real need to climb the 

etetua lctdda~.. They eeep!te their fem1ly Srahctno, a nocecnt'!l'y ritual 

eervmt and begqarth tthom nome of them d:l not uioh to omulute nt!".l1. Thie 

is the no~t inportmt co!lte t:rtd foms tho t:cc!<bcno of tho cg!'iculturel 

economy. l\1.1 tho jet f~ilioo in tho vi.Uego ou:n lt:nds md nono ot thGII 

ls landlaro. Being tha prlnclpal lc:nd o~mo:rs, tho jat enjoy vory high 

eociol po:;1 tion in tt'ic. ~- llngo cor.nuni ty.-

in Huttt.n 1 s torr,, ( 1 ~tl~). Agnrllal by t:a.eta1 \Jan! o 1 a cr: o:::cupat! Mal term 

oro only 3 f.t.'"Jili~.J in ·.:h;,; v.i.J.lugo. Ur~ :.1t' tho fa.tnil.t~ al:Jo ouns lancts. 

th:Ji= a ·;-=.tut.. in .:ho vi.:U.ago it) noith.Jr higb nor l~J. Thoy ;:;:'tl gmorclly 

polito and ohrct•J. 

Iouchablo.-:;1-. -
b.':P.:.n£.=. there 31'0 10 fattilicJ of' t.uh~!r(blackamith) in the villte~e 

t::i th a po,:Jlation 95. The luhr;t'S aro C11~J"19f!d in thnir tr::\ditia:al 

occup!'t1on but est present~ it doeo not fulfil their nr:or.:s. Thuo not1 they 



are also engaged ln agricultural labour. Their statue in tho village 

40 tmnpla. They C'll"O in n'tnor.t ty lr. t!lo villaga. Some f.-l"ll.li eo aro 

Gn{1agcd in their trndi. tic;}~l OCCU;JatS.mn :lf"'d ottnrn ln ~ricultt.Tnl 

d!!J..rt:J.J.!. JuJ.cha ~'ar.ltllos nro 45 in thO' uillog';J t:tith o papulntlon 

£I'!,!.1ffiP.:t'J. Tha ChoM~C~s re~1~ a!.lov 3 tho Chui1r<Ja but uoro no f~ 
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thol• ritual atatAJa. thsma:r voassn often act es MdW1vea. Eapactally 

dUI'lng the last tw decadea they have trled to l'al sa their ritual etatus. 

They heua bocomo moro std. ct about hab1to of' dl.et. droas end occupation 

otkt have d\ an god end lntroducoa 1'1 tt.al e to come mom 1n line td th those 

at the IU:ghcr t:asts, in pnrticullS' the Jato. eut an ttf.th tbo Chamars 

ftudied by Cohn the gain tor tha 'Chamare' from th~ manges has boon 
/ 

chlsfly a {Jtd.n !n the vital clmens'lm of sel,...;:eupect(tohn 19$173). 

Aa a castG the chsmaro al'G regar(Sa£1 .ay eU the othor caste& in the v1ll~:Q9 

ea occupying the ssno position in the hisrsrchy1 as eatlJ.er. thrugh the 

untouchab1ltty ts not tha-1'-e-. at present. but their status has npt undsrgcne 

imJJr' ovcmcnt. 

GI'.'Uh£ppt- Tho Chulu:oa era the reel out~tos i.n tho village. 

They oct aeat, keep pigs, goata ehaep end chid4cn. ra:novo the carceaat or 

dead anlmale end $111ESp the etreat end clean the few dry latrineo .1n the 

Vlll age. L:oom f'rom ell ChUhra households are et:teepors apart f'rom ~ 

this the Chuhras ero also ldlmrers. 

LEnd in eUll the :ma1n scurce of tte:1lth 1n the uillfQL l_t 

corrioo hinhest f'l!'estigs in tho village. Ths v.i.llagera acquire m.cney by 

other pur suite md thm aop!ro to tnvast in 1 an ~:f. to reioo thoir statue. 

In this pcrticul;:r vill~ c mogtly the po!)plo are engcgGd J.n the cultl uat1an 

of lsnd. Tha ~o tnl lmd in tha village is 1689 HactaJ:ss, out of which • 

1509 Hectareu lend is cultivable la:1d1 e1d 100 Hsctarca land ia not 

cultlvablo,. t:nich includos tJell'O , pond ond otrm!a et.c. 



Cer;t:o LrndlotJs r.orgi nol i~ Otlil.Jrll rt'tch Londlc=-c! Total 

...... ..... • • .. -~,...,_.....,_.......,.........., ........... r•• .. • ... .... _...11(' ....... "*"'"* 
I 

! 

'· l>cehr.~in 0 0 -&· - 2.2 8 ~s 
2. .Jat 0 0 03 11 ti S2 2~0 
s. tlanio 3 0 0 0 0 3 

4. t{hetb G 2 0 0 0 ? 

s. t.uhor 5 5 0 0 0 10 

6• t~um;1,)t 10 a 0 0 0 18 

7. t:ayo...} a 2 0 f1 0 10 

a. Jula!'la ?"" . ',, 2? 0 0 0 45 

9. Chen~:" I: 4!::1 1t, n 0 0 60 

10. Chuhre 8 1'} 
~· 0 0 0 20 

..... .... .. • Pr,...............,..,.- Ul* Jl • ' ... ,." .. ' . ............... ·- ....... .,, . ..........,._ 

Toto! 11? G!"i 06 13? 60 459 

......... I .. .... b . .. P" .............. 11 ....... •• 
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The ta:>le No.3 ah~ that ln the vill ago only tr4c caateo Otm the land • 

Brahmlna end Jats. The Smeduled Ct.!stco dO not etm lend. tnoteac:f thw are 

g1 um land under Gov"emment pronrscmes. In 1964 some 52 echedulod •n. 
coste f'aciliea got the ploto of 240 yards. tn 1915, 35 cchetJuled c&wtea 

families t~tera given tJlo plots of 100 yards. ln both the canso ttto lS'\d uaa 

g1 ven an tho basis of nead. 

of social, oconooic, p-:!lJ.ticol u,d .tibJol rcl::tionc~pr.. in tho sociol 

structure. In th3 ccnt~t of village cor.:;:;unitioo thio pocition is moto p~:onomced 

and otroto{}!cally !Mtc,ratcd.. In thio pa::ticular uillsgo- thet"o arc t4 main 

. occu~mticnc boin~ folloued by tho uillegorEh Theso era accupaticns of 

Blades~ th, Oarbor, Carpenter, Clerk, Priest, Ldlourer, Mill tary Ja'.:)tf'1• 

All thooe occupeti ens con bo cleo.d.fi ad into t!'adiM,onal and ncn-ts:a§!1t1-: 

on& oc:cu..egU,m.,.!• The tr:.1di tionel occupation haa bom opcratim ally dst!ned 

ao that occupation of o mombc in tho YUl ago ecr.nun1ty t:!ith L'hieh wery other 

caste in tha villcue aaoaci~tos it. end t::hich lo co:nt'!un.tcated froB generaticn 

to gencroticn ae aterootypo occupnt1cn. non trt~dit!ma1 occupatJ.ans are 

those occupation, t.:Jhich era 1'0'1dored possible due to technalogi.Qll, 1nwatd.a1• 

urban, o-r. bureaucratic CQiltoct of tho vllloocro uith the cutsido fnrcee. 

Tradltlonal occupations are no lcnger foUo"ed by Brahmins and othar castos• 
' 

whila tho ncn-traditionftl occupations oro distributed snang tha indtuidu!'la 

in diffaren t caste groups .. 
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Tho tradit1onel :ralatioru.fl!.p betwocn casta ond economi.c 

behaviour in vill ego Indio hao b:Jm dio:::u:osoti rny meny auttlora 8'\d th• 

eccwnts by nayer ~• tnd Led.s ore applicable in general terma to 

econ01llic: CIJ:'gsnisattm .In Kavll!f'la though it was juet e little more than 

e oeca:te ego. A JaJmani systeo of service rel $ion e did Piet in 

keul.an~ but it h~dl.y exiata today and involves only a tnlloU minority 

of populatt on.,. Of Prime c:mcem J..o the traditional relstioohip batueen c•te 

end OCCUpAtitm. 

Cca~tain oocupet1ons er9 lltnitod to particu.lo~ crmto catego~:les. 

Cerpen te.y t7t d bo.rbers job au rcquiro awr::nticeship1. and mc:Jot of' this 

is pt'DVidad by father to son. Tho table liots tho c.e,sttlfl of Kavlena end 

indicata:J uhat or..cupat1ons aro t.·!'o~tianally a'OCoCiated lltith &ach ·cstea 

end' occupation. 

s.f'!c. Caoto Occupnticn 

1. 8rohm1n P r1 ee t, f tl!"'n u 
2. ;Jet Fsrm.cr 

3. Omia H~dimt 

4. Luh~r Blatksmtth 

s. l(hat1 CerpmteJ: 

6. naye-J Barber 
1. KOIQha~ Potter 
a. Julaha Ccaver 

9. Balr.T11<1 t.oatttor Uori~or 
10. Chama~:" Shoe Ma<or 

11. Chum a Staeeper1 t.abaute:r. 



¥QQ!'Q ;;;~ Oesmpptjp! tgblg - ~ 

1 
·J lt 

11 
~ .. 

j~ k 
~ ~· ~ fiN ~ ~ 

~~ 
td ... I ~ i ·i ~~ J ! Jj i ~~ t -d ~-! f ~ Casten .~ a ce .Sc:t i;!' ll ~ a:! t.lt~ co n.. t.'l "':"' ... 

~ -
Orllhilin 34 35 
Jo.t ~ l. 250 

Wbar 3 10 

Kbo.ti 2 7 
Juloha l. 4S 

B.U:Ibar 13 U1 

ITrqeo 0 lO 

• Dt:llill 3 
Ch.o;nar 2. tiJ 

Churbe 2 2J 

5 a l. lO 
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Different occupat101'113 carry d1ffa:ran t degrcoe of' status !n a 

village. Sloilarly there la much cot'elat.im bettzJan cmtea md occupat!ats 

td.th iho ~es.ult that highor caato coma to occupy high~ occupotians end 

~ let1er castas hove lo:JO~ aecupotionc. 1 n crete~ to seo th.t.s post tion in the 

viUago unrl!:r study o toble (f•lo .. S) of all th~ fsmilics in the vi! !ago 

• • Tmle 5 su:un that out of tho total houoenolds 61.47% oro 

~ engaged in cultiuatim,. 17.44)'j in agricultu:nl labO'..tr1 0.65}1 in shopkeep!ng• 

( 0.22~ ae clol'ko. 1.4or; aa balckSilith, 1.1s; in corpontary. 1.1f.t t'S ruutar, 
t 
"' .Jeuma. 1.74~ ns bst'be4's, 2 .. 85% as Pottss, 0.22~ in Pticatholct. 4•54~ 1n 

( lesth el' working, 2.1a~ as • Gllleeper, 1.74~ in uaat~nJ:, c.22~ in tho 

occupntion ~~ teaCher. 

In ehopl<roping only fionia c~to ts ert!]ogC:. Tho only clark is e jot. 

ln tho oc:::up:Jti0.1 of balckemith only lutlara ore engaged. In carpentary 

only l(hetio ora £ngcgoo. ln tho occupat1 on of f11lftary.ja\:Jtna. 20% julehaa 

spec1oliooo cestoo aro engaged.-

In Orohwino, only 3;:i ar=z ongtgcd in tr::dit!onal occup:::tt1on of 
I 

priestholtt, the rest of tho 97~ oro enga.:;ed tn cult1vat1cn. In Jats• 0.4$ ara 

ongt.gcd e.n cletks, 0.4~ os tooc:her and 99-2% in ownft eultlvat1m. In 

Luhara 30% arc ong<Jgod in agricultural laba.u:· ald 70% in ttl e trat:Siticnal 

balekamithy. ln Khat1s 28.6% are eng~ea tn egr.lculturnl labour end 71.4" 
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aro angcgod in traditimal carpenter,. In lulaha SO,S are engqrea 1n 

agr1cu1tul'al l.abour, md 2.2,S as milltar'Y Jat:tena md 17.8% as tJeavsra. 

In $(Umharo, 21.1% aro e-ngegod ln sgriculturol labour, and ?2.~ in the 

occupation of potter. In rJayeos 20~ ere engaged f.n the agriculturl'll .labour 

end B% in barhet"Ship. In Bania caste, oll the 3 f anWes aro onoan nt1 in 

shopk0f3i)ing. ln Chamer:o 4fl% are ..Jn9CJ300 in agricultural labour. 3.~ as 

flilitary Jouata and 5th7% in the cecupot..ton of l.Gath~r uortdng. In Churn• 

40~ are ong•!gGd in a..3lr.cultural labour~t 10~ as Rilit:'Sy J~ms end 50~ f.n 

1t;lo trad!t!'.on ol occup:ltion o'f SV'l3!)ing. 

lt shOt:Je thnt nigher 03ltca cro Gngogcd in hi!f\or occupation 

md lObi CttStoo in lf.'i.VE»! occupations. 

Excc;lt BretminD all tho oth ar C£«ltM are ErllJSO od in a!)rtcul tur.al 

labou1' or th:J! r- tmcU.ti.cnnt occu;:n·t...icno. Tho t ,!1lr: (r~o.5} t:ho::s tllnt; ~mn 

fcn1lioo arc cnscgod 111 14 oc:cupatJ.oru!J. Out r.rf them {u1.571)h3VO 

cultivation ao thair cocupation. Excopt the occupot!on ot na~icuJ.turc.l 

lehourer the t'aot of the occupntl.ons a'l"e diotr1bt.ttod i.n Moro Ot' le.'1o in nven 

~oys. Tho tn~Jla rJ.enrly points out th.-'14: !:ltlotly up,a:- occuJ'l:'ltic:ns absorb 

grater porctntn!JO of tho uppor ccsto populaUm ond tho 1-:t:~ar occupation 

have greater parccntone rrom the lo-..:er eacto groups. Thm-o orG only 2 hinh 

ccotoa uno Gro ong~Sd in mtn:::rr-cultivator•n cceupatlons and 00~ of Jate, 

(1.2p') of Craht11ne, ero engo.ged in ot:JnGr culttvatoro c:Jecupotion., 

Occupation of Olad~o~Jith r!nd car:pontcr oro tlcnopoly of l.!uhors 

m d KhEltis. Coste r.:onopolloc c.'lc opcci o.licuU on h<JV J ill no t;atn r.u~in tt'i..-.~ In 

.rcspoct of oe~upation oF btrbaro,. pott. er.. lt.~~JtJ"I er t~:-orker.- C!"'~1 C{J::!tp~r. 
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The Wlle ahOtlfs that natJ occupat1one liko Clerk and teadut~ 

etc. oro entirely follo~~ted by Jata. The exeaptlon a~o only 1n 

occup,ation of i'7.1Utary Ja:.zcn nObl baing follotJ3d hy llouar castes of 

Juleha and Chernaz md Churhsa. In tho vill3Q31 fmm Juluha cesta. «td 

2 f:.:-om Cnu~m end 2 from chmors era engeg Od in tho occupatJ.an of' 

f4111 tar y jAt1t'l"!th 

In cgr:l. ~ul tural l3bour; all c~ ta-:1 1!<~~pt Ufolloina .1ato and 

Danica ar~ rf";i::!lomtcd. nnJJ tho tu.~lo mm;u ~hut cost.:w· a.1J 

occupnt.ima in tho \.'ill ;:p~ .!te cord:J\:ad. 



In modem dGIIOChciaa• tbere can be no atratlfleaUon of 

1ndlvidual on the basls of voting P'*•• alnce it 1s equaU.J df.atnbuted. 

But in actLaUty thee ue 80118 U\o PSl'tid.pate mom than others. Jn 

lndle •• have un!uel'eal actllt fs'anchlaa. '-egally thee Cfl'not be .,, 

ptlltleel •t•tlflcatton in a democracy •. 

The tredl.tional model or ceate ayetee uea the model of •tatua 

aU~~JCJatian. · 1\U the diff'GJ'a')\ &-ol•• eoctal1. tccnom1c and Poll tical wue 

the aonopoly of the higher cast•• tn the v1114Gea 1t .,... anly the 
(! 

highel' castes. ttho used to parUcipste ln P• P..litlcs. It has bean eald 

that. the axtenaian of darlocracy to the vUlaga had 1ts o~n ~apercuas.ton 

an the exlatf.ng aocial ttalaUanahlpa ln gauaral G"'d on political 

R"elat1onah1pa in p•ticUlar • 

Thus to f.llhat. extB'It 1a the d1otr1but1on of part1c1pat1cn 

patterated after tho aczlpt..tve aU.tl flcatlan system ot caste in th.e 

v1Usge? What le the co~uence between caata h1ar•d'ly Efld poJ.1tca1 

hle~erchy 88 detlnad by lovala or polt Ucal involvement end influa'lce 

atd act.l vi ty. 

Tne &tudente ofpel'tlcipation have found that all types of 

poUtlcal a.ctiviUes• although !nte-relatecS. ere not lnte~tuangable. 

A d1attnct1on therefou neeehl to be made BIIQ'lg dlr fel'ent typ• ot poll tical 

activity. Lester I')Ubrath has argued that thee tea pol1Uce1 hierarchy 

of pai'Uc1pet1on bae.od an the coat ot tha po11 tical act. Ac:coming to 

htm, vot:tng• talking pol1tlca or waanng a button an lese df.ff'lcult 

acts, ""'d more p.eople are engagSd 1n these acta. He ca.ils thsll 12•ct•&RE 



19t1vitig, Attandlng a po.Utlcal •aeUng• mdcing e monetary contr>Sbut-

1on ate •• ers more difficult ~hen the spectate• ect1v1U.• end they 

requil'lt ralat1valy greater involvsent c:n the pet of the portlctp•t. 

8'1d are described •• srmfi.S!S!lJ!l DRNBtlft• On the top of the hSeraJ"cby 

el'o what al'& celled a&tslate£ act1v1t1aa ca~apaignlng• 801lcl.Ung pollUcal 

funds• holding leadership poalticno etc.- whid'l are moat d.lfficult: end 

vuy tf!M people pa~Ucipate in thea.1 

Verba and fl1e d1sttnguiah erxng four llodea of pertl.c1petlcn 

voting• compa.lgt1ng and cooparattvo and ccntactlng activittee an the ground 

that. theae activities Hleta cJ.tlzena to ti-e ayetta in al9\1f1cantl.r 

different uay'* end hove elfferent political outcomes fo~ the citlzm1a.2 

thus l.n th1e paper, by CG:Jbin1ng theory tt1th practice or by 

Mlbreth,. Uema and tU.a•e v1GIIJa utth tho vlllegera lavale of parttcipatlan• 

alx levels o' p•t1c1pet1m are cmeidal"ed as the levels of ptl.'t.lc!pat1on 

in the viU.age. They are vot.tng, voting ol'lteta, pD11tlc:al knowlEdge. 

poUUcal J.nflUa\ce• p-..ty IdantlficaUm, .nd ce~~~pa1gn activity. 

'· 
lon end .ts cmstderect funda•ental ln e ctemocratlc eyataa. If affecte the 

cholco of public :pereomel a"td le the maln lllechenlsm by tthtch r~eaontaUvee 

are mr;de accountablo to people. There ls univeraal adult franch1ee ln lndle 

tnd ouery odJ1t •m vote t:jJ.thout d1etinct1on of cats_ cleas, creeo or ••• 

D.egally there cannot 01 mr political atratl f.lcaUon ln a democftlcy SUCh 

sa India,. bacasee everybody is glv8'1 equal votJng powa a"ld c1t1zWt•a 

~ t.eat.e:r Mlbrattu - Political Pst1cipat1on (Chicago• ftand f.lc fJally 1965) P« 

2. See Sldn& Vebe 4 fJiet •Jtaattbd •Pert1c1psUon 1n American PoU.tical Uf• 

(rlew Yorkt tterpor & Roltt) 1912. 
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etatus. But l'tudlall srguso that 0 theM can be etretl.tic:etlon on a 

pol1ttca1 dimsnelc:n in terms of actual dlatribut1an of political and 

goveJ.nmS'l tal positions. lnfluenco Elld activity. Thus ln actus11ty 

there are alueye eamo tlho participate mora than oihera,.3 

Voting provldQ a per.1cxt1c oppartun1ty to partt.d.peto and 

it 1e hl&Uvely 1ft· easlly act (cbea not require .any spGCiell~sd aklll) 

The lndlvldual haa little say 1n choosing liltat altern otlvea are p~ldad 

to him end hia J.nf1UO'lco over the outcoJna dopands an hOt:J othes vote. 4 

lnde~vesh (A.P.) eeld• • ln the uillagea attar 1967 eleot.i.one. a nGII' 

eenae ot po!·1Ucel consciouanesa hes come" • Udey Oelal(PJ.L. .A) sa1 d 

that •People tn Heryena have changed thelr eerlic polttical atatua. 

They ere no'-1 conscious at their political role. • 1 t Is in 1971 election• 

that people haua started td¢1ng active p.-ticip.etlan ln national 

pllllties. Aoteav~ by thin canaclouaness the 10111~ caetes have 

benefitted moat:. For the first tlae they bave undaratoad thaf.r .t.mpOI'tance • 

fJow they kn&t the value ot the.U< vat a-. 

Thus tt 18 tNe that in villags M:avla1a, people cast th&U 

votes rogularly in ths elactS.ane.(llfhethu village electtona o• state o~ 

nat1anal ;(electtma). The vlllagere we not actS.va ln polltlca tthoJ.J.y, 

but et the U.ao of elecUon thsy take ect.t.vs partlcipat1cn. In 1980 

olectlQ'to of Lok Sebha 1n Panchyat elecUon or 19?8 & 1n tJouenta_., 1980 

bye-oloct1c:no of loglalatlvs assembly moe-tly all the v.l.llag .. nave tatun 

active p•UoJ.petion. 

3. T.H.l'farshalla "Cla•• Cit1zanah1p A Soc1el Oavelopmant• 

tGardan City,. tJar Y=k• Ooublo dey 6 Co. 1964) P.141. 

4. Mil Bhattt Caste• Class A Politics. 1975 (flta'lohar Boo~ Depot fJGI!J Dolhi) 

P- 4t 



Occ:asaimelly 

Regularly · 

· Total 
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0 

6 

65 

71 

2 

4 

t4 

20 

In table No.6 1n tho votJng pat~em ~~hen ue analyae the 

dlfference be~oen htgh-.1' caatea and latta castes. we find not muCh 

dlffercmce tn the1~ voUng pattetl. ftostly ell the vlUaQere vote regule~ly. 

In tdghe~t caataa out of the aemple or 711 65 vill19era eald tha\ they vote 

ragulal"ly. In the htghu ct:etn, tttue waa not a 81ngle person ttiho said that 

he had nsvel' voted. In the ~~- ceetes out of the aampla of 20, 14 peeons 

eaid thet thsy cast thelt> votes regulEP:lJ• Only 2 elderly parecna eald 

that they had never cast thet.r votaa tuaca.~ae they ctm•t thJnk then is.,, 

uaa of. casting vote. 

Thea 1a a lang history 1n fldlY aoc1et1GS of tha dominant 

end privileged social groups v1grously trying to z-eelst the axt~nstcn ot 
• 

f:ranchtao to tho uncseqtoga. lost they lose thaJ.t pDsf.tlona of power md 

pr1v1lego. A numbor of studies like Rllbroth have shoun that louer caat.ea 

have bean ablo to exert influence end haJa oa1nod 1n borgatnlng pOJJft' bacauee 

of their uot1ng at•Ength.s 

s. See Pl11brathJ "'P.oUtiCal Participation• Opc1t. 
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The aeme ls true of thia village. The lc~~ttm caat• in ttd.a 

vlllege have beon able to challenga thOUgh not always successfully, the 

leeda•eh.f.p ot the uppel' castn 1n publ.t.c or the pol1Ucal f.nsUtutlons. 
' . 

Secondly the uwe castes ln the vlllsg e namely late1 tried their best 

to stop the letter cestoe frail caat1ng their votes ~o that a :rat 

cmdldate could come ln pave. 

aut et.lU tbe vote getting haa ocns a lq wsy 1n helping tho 

louer cestea in the v!Ueoo to act;t1re influence. tvsn ita eymbollc 

paychologtcal value hae bean of great J.mpo:rt~nce in re1Ging the $01 t. 

esteem of tbe lower statue Ql'OUJHh 

Voting cdoterie means the cona1derat1cn of basis m ~ah1ch tho)' 

cast thelr votes. £ach votGI' c;ata 1\ls vote an eomo best o or tho othol. 

In village Kavl818 there ar-e maly castes end each caato group etvaa vote 

an snme o~ the othu basts. Upto t967, Lck Sct>ha election 1 tho baslo of 

vote 1n the vJ.llego wa an the party batle, but lt was after 1971 lok 

Smba. elect1«u:t that the Cl'ite:rla for voting veto chmgod both tel' the 

higher caotea t'f'ld for the lawn ostn. At pl'esent 1n the v.l.Uoge there 

are different ul tu1a bef'o:ra a votut aa indicated 1n Table flo.?. 
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Voting cri. tef1a Highe Caste. 

f. Puty 11 B 

2. Coste 52 • 
3. PGI.'sonal1ty 2 0 

4. Influence 4 s 
s. lntul t.1. on 2 5 

Total 1t 

Thus there are five crJ. ter1o ln 1he vt Uage,. on t:Jh.idt the 

voten of the v1Uege cast the!~ votaa. f'trst 1e the party basta. 

Sefol'o 19671 in tndte It tde& only tho P!rty baelo that people used to 

cact thoir uotea. !.i:hen villagers t~ere eeked abaut thoJ.r vot1ng crl tuia 

before 1967• aU of them eaid that thai.~ voting cr1tar1a t~tas an tho 

party bcal.a, bscauea cmgros& party had the manopaly ove the voteth 

for villagers attm: aU tho congress party bJas the party of eepu end 

tlehl'th Tho rSGl contest \t.laa in the 1917 elections t~hS"t it Illes a 

bsttlo bfJtllfaan Jentta .,_ty and C6ngress Party. 

A net:J typa of poUUce aanatl!d afto:r tho elections of 1967 

J.n horyana - tho pol1 t1ee of Jets and ....... Sr~enas. tach peJ:ty 

etd'ted taklng only that candidate uhosa caste had got maJority in 'tha 

consU.tuency. Thle pol1tica of .laU.am and 8rat11Din1em left aside the 

voting critula of pst' beato. AU 3nt vatos started going to 3at 

candlctate and Bftthad.n;votea to Brahmin cmdf.dat a. Thua 1n the htghe 

castes thee uue only ,, candictataa uho eaf.d that they coat thaf.r vot• 
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on Pe•ty -baat.a. Though lt 1s a diftsmnt thing that. all the llats link 

thetr caste ultb LOk Dal ·Party. They conaitte• Ldc: Oal party as the 

party of Jats. t,..bero os B~ahmina votes arc cast in f"avw~ of the Congroaa 

Part.y. 

But for l#Jor eae~es. tbs part)' baols 1a quito difrm:m t. ln 

vil,lage Kcvlcna. in tho 1980 Lak Ssbhe elcctlcn• no CS"tdidate IIJGS fzom tha 

achQctulo:i casteth ln th1e eanstttuancy 3ats are tn m.&jority. Tttua achedUled 

castacb not cest thoi~ vctae en tho basta of caste but an the p&l'tY basta. 

tuhen this wae dlecusaed lllith the Gldedy people of l•~ castes, lt ttas clea:r 

that in tho village. ,J.Ohfq castes mostlJ gt. ve their votea to Ccng'f'Oeo(J ). 

tf.gh t out of the staple oi' 20 said that they give thatr votes "to Cangress 

Pdty,. 

In Huyena mainly the people give tholr votes on the ca!.st~bn!tt• 

£ach Jot gtvea hie vote to a Ja• cmd!ch!te end each Brahmin gives his vote to 

a Brahmin. lt 1e only the ~gher castes t!ho gtvo their votoa m the coste baala 

out or the samPle of 11 higher caates. 52 people aold that thoy give their 

votes on the casta bac!e. t~horo as !n Scheduled cetos. only 2 parems out of 

the sample ot 20. said that they g1vo thab' votes on the cesto basla. This 

1a becwse of the majority or Jota 1n tho canst1tumcy. ln the elections no 

achGc:tuleo caste ccndldote stands ror olectton. t:boro as 1n "the village 

eloct1ane they 9ive their votes on tho casto bads. Or the hi:;bar aastes 

Influence the lCMet castes give thctLr votes 1n their fowur. bccnuso thei1: 

echsdulcd caate mmbe.t" w111 in any OISSO be nooinsted to village pencht:l.Yat. 

Thus the votes of tho l(l;)or caatoe arc dispersed .tf we hig."lor cacto mct1bere 
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etant1 ror tho Supanch seat. Othutdee the highor caote give tholr votes 

on the coste besle end lotlem castes en the perty bas.ta,. that 1.s wb)t A-.L.A. 

Uday Oalal (Lok Oal) t~~ho le n .3at hoe bmn elected to the Leglelat.lve 

Aeaembly because J.n lhaJJar canetltvmcy mostly the v1llegos ere .let 

majority villenes. Kavlane. is 4lso a Jat !lajol'i ty v1Uage. so the Serpench 

1n ths vUlago Plllchyat ls a Jat, the patt1ar1 Is a 3at d'ld in penchnyet the 

maJ«1ty io of Jata. The R.t...n:. I.e e lat. Jats g1vo ecmomSc help to Lok 

Oal party tlllch thoy CtW'\aidor aa the paJ:ty of .lata. They force tho latJer 

caatoe to give thst.r votes 1n tho Q\ecttons in favour of thell" caste. 

cmdidete. They beat the palling offlcer only bocsuea otce&te. RJ.oo1ng la 
t 

dona at tho polling booth only because of caatiom. It c:~ao stated by the 
1 

\411agfts that in 1930 oloctlms. too much Olgglng tJon dma, to get maximua 

votea. They stood in grouos of 20 to 30 ootoids the polling booths td.th 

•t.ethle'• eo that no lO::f~ caste per-eon cuu.ld coat h!a vote. 'tnte tzG& 

done becaseo they knet~ that all tho lOlH~ C:Jstes t~ould givo their votes to 

congreu patty candldat• This dgg:ing t~~aa primarily on cecount or catelafl 

end to soma extont pa1:'ty poU.t;lQ)• l t ttaa also montioned by a rott of the 

vJ.Uegers that .tn ce•t:ain polling booths rigging •enl a etop further. Not 

only tho ach&wle caste -... persme tJora not al.J.otJad to como out of' thalr 

house by Lath! wielding youngmon tor their candl. dote, ~o otood before the 

entrance of their stl'pete. but anott1g. gra.Jp of 20 to 25 porsono entered \he 

bootb,. one by one end voted in the n.omag of achaiu1od CaltD pornons end thla 

ttea even rq,orted to tho obaarvas by tho Ps-GS1 dtng Off' leers. They hrNeve, 

ask od them to keep quite. 

Tho rJ.ght use of oaaU.ng vats. !s to give the vote on the 

2!!!! of' n•Enfd.!D• Ptople &Muld aoe tha qualtUes or cand!datee end wr 

then they shculd caste their vot.e_. nut 1n this perticula:r v1Uel.)a very reu 
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paople g1ve theJ.e votes on the baal$ of pereonalJ.ty ot the Qftcldate. 

Only 2 pe~sons out of the 71 s~plo of hlghar cate eetd that they give 

their uotea on tho ba!llo. ot peret:naUty of the cau11date. In the louer cut• 

none oivaa vote on tho bnsie Df parsonallty. J:lostl.y the people do not knov 

about tho darldldate, they l{natl tho candidtJta by tho nama of hla party • 

.!Qf.!,!Jpnce~ It !a oooumed that higher castec influence the lof#er caetea 

to wto ln theiz f"euau.·.. But thle !e not tNe 1n the case or Kmrlena. tn 

Kavlans the people are gott1ng canact.oua of their role ln sod.oty. ~ua .ln 

the h!ghor cmtes mostly people do not accept any kind and influencw Only 

4 pe.rsan:o out of the tuwple of 1t sal d •tt~e give vote to the ocndidnto 

r~nmcndsd by the Sarpancn•.. OtJ\Bftliee no \411 ~ er from tho higher caataa 

gluoa nis 'lato en thobssis ot J.nflull'lco. f'l'om my person,. tahothor it be 

Tho b<lSie of' voting in tho V1ll(9G 1e by ~!Jt,yltlat Oa lite 

can eoy that people cseta thaf.r vote blindly. They ceete their vote f~ the 

seko of' casting othm:t:Jiso they do not knotf either the candldate or the pal'tY• 

Thsy do not ·knou tho valua of their vctos. Thera so tldo reaaona for lt. 

flr:atly tho villegsra aro engaged in a.oc1al end eccnorat.c ~obleoa. 'Thua 

they do not not t.S.me to think about poUtics. In the u11laga,. if there te 

polf.tical &pfJthy,. thoo it 1e not tho type of ~ apathy tltl1ch t.1paat.6 

bee talked. that J.r there le ocancmJ.c devolopDalt in e counuy. tha people 

6. See L1pe.ett JPol1Ucal .. .,. the eoc1a1 beds ot polltico 

( Gombay VGJ<11.a fefter & SUmma 196!3) 
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aro notleficd and thuo that do not take inttn"ost ln po.Utlca. Th1s is no' 

the ceoe J.n thta vlllEJ,Je. Here the p1cturo 1a dlftoront. ttera thoxJiblf)e 

people oro eo tJOrried to sntisfy thalr tb~y naods that thoy <b not got time 

to think about the right wa ot voting. Thoy go to polling booth mlJ 

boccuso othora go. Secondly there 1s ths lac!t of £ducot1cn in tho village 
wni<.r. 

Without they do not undorstnnd the!J: &tatuo in tho uillt!QG• 
i"\ 

Thus When thece vtllsgara ttoro ad< a::t about tho basi a on libich 

thoy cast tho!r votoo some of them ootd, alioke up~ Aoha~: Log Jeti h~ ual 

ko wto dO dota floin" -nthero oold. ttJ1Gka lfota kbonch Reba tmta hal ~ leo 

vote mil jatf. haJ.tl. (t'c g1uo uoto to that pai'eon. only tthoaa sign tl'D stamp 
4 

is fi ttod) (only the\ cmdidoto goto the vote in uhoce luck tho vota 1a 

tad. ttm) thw an these besla tho vill agora cmt tho1t: votes. In h1gha• 

costcn thoro arc vory f~ paDpla,. only 2 of tho oanplo of 11 trho said that 

thoy cct thot.r wtoa blindly. nay be this io the reason becauso highc casU. 

aro coro c=nccicolly uell off and GCl'O owcatcd ttan ttao let:tor calas.. In 

lotJel' calm alcn the people aro getting ccnecious. Thora were not many ... 

only 5 out of 20 per acme Who eeid that thoy cost votes tdthout thi rt-<ing. 

In initial stogos 1t t::as only tho hlgh01" castes in v1U .eG•• lllho 

used to discuss politics or t:tho ned kno:Jleaga of village po.liUca or national 

It has beon sel d that thG extensim ot der..ocracy to tho v1J.l ~e 

had ita· Ct~n roperCJes1 ona (J) the sx1eUng eod.al relatlonshipe in gm etal 

and on _political relationships 1n part.tcuJ.ar. tlhat lo the relaUonehlp 
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bcttleon caste and td.et:'ard'ly 1ft the v1lll:\lfll tiol:f much knOtuledge of 

politf.£::) (nat1a1al O% .village) tha r.ttJJplG of each ~~o have in tho 

village? To t:Jhet axtalt the tmditiaual systan 1n ttto uUl ago 1s 

e)Ctat.lng at ~aseat-t 

In the village «avlana1 highel" ccut~ GE:o mars ccnsc1oua in 

pOll tl ca ttun tho l~ar caste. The 1o11sr em teo ere oleo getting aana::ioua 

in poll tical matters nt the t1r.Jo of eloctia:-:. As the poUt! cal 'p~t1~ 

IIJent to get votoo frtm tho louor cesteo. this has lncroeaott that» 

lmpcrtanca. ThQy hevo undftstood tha valua of their votes. But epsrt 

rmm !t th~ ,avo got no pol1t1cal kno~:~ladgo ei ell. Tnoy do not knollf hUY:J 

to use thaf.r vot3th 

••••••n I .J :WUM"---------·--· -· ........ ____________ ._.. __ _ 
Level of Pol1t1csl 
knwlcoga 

Ocne 

LOW 

High 

To tel 

3 

11 

47 

10 

,, 

1t 

4 

5 

0 

20 
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Ttible fJo.a dlotit& that ln Kovlll"-. the h1ghcr oa~tea have moTa 

politiCal knotJledge thm the lG!Jtn' CfWtes. It d'tould be made clear 

thot 1, t1S compare the political kno!:!lGd!}e of v1ll agars tJ.ith ul'ban people, 

we eay that the villagero have l01Jc:r lovol of poll Ucal knowlocigo acc01'd­

!ng to thoir politict:!l ttDrld. Thuo thc~G in 0 let or diepmrity 

bett.l1eon highor cantos and tho lotta.r caotCJQ• 

In tho nigh level of political knO'I!'ledga_ thel"e are very fet:J 

poople in the V111ege,. All these people se .an tho higher ceststs. out 

of tho sS'I'Iplo ot ?t, thoro ero 10 people 1n the hi~or castea. """' hove 

high laval tJf polf.tical knOtalOdgG• 47 poople hCUD medf.ttm level Of 

pelt tical kntlt!Jlod!)e, and 11 paople nave ltlbf levol of poll tical knOtllledge. 

Only 3 pot'scns uoro thoro in the mr.tpb t:Jho had no pol! t:i.col knotttltltgo 

at all. 

1., tho lcusr cmtco thoro uco no pnraon uno hod high poUticol 

knO\ilodga_ 5 poJ:e~.:na uoro fmo tho Medium ~Ucai loval... 4 P~SGna 

f~<om tho lausr lovol end 11 pm-sano fled no poUtiCGl knowledga ot ell. 

Ttlue J.V llle compa..-e the poll tical kn014Gdge between tt.e two 

groups or. high3r md 1auer catoa. lt ls turo that Moher the caste.. 

higher tho political ~-"ledge end l.c:llltor tbe caato lot~~ ts tho poUtlcal 

knotJledgo. 

Thue though the l01t•ar ces to Lo getti ng ccnacloua ot the poU. ttca. 
ond thoir toles in po.;.1t.ico.. but still ccmparet! to higher croto. their 

eo~e ond the11' poUtlcel c~sclouanoen ia very lotJ. 

Out of the seven Genaml UectL a1 e. ao fer hGl.d in lnd1a. the 
.. -

fiftit. two hod hardly any J.mpect en tho pol:f.tical consctoueneea ot the 
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vlllogars.. Tho cmdldates tflo part1cipat~ J.n tham ware nat t= wall 

knot:1n to tho vlllegaro. rcr thco• therefore., both thosa eloct.tcna 

~oro 1ns1gn!fiQOnt. 

Tho th!.ft!,. four.-th and fifth oloct.tms t:Jero houeuor dlffonmt. 

flot only ttJWe the C8ldidates ttho pa~tlcipateo tJoro kno111n to the 

v.lllegm:a• but tha bulk of the vlllagera had also learned to epprt;Jciate 

the Oi0l1ficanco of elsct1D!Is therrnelva&. Their deop tnvolva:tont in 

pnnchyot olecUons had put ~as to tbetl tJhot oloctiono ao ouch t:rcre 

all about. 

Sixth and Sovcr.th Lok Sobha elcctlcna. uore- totelly cttfterent 

ll'Otn the Garl1or one:s. In thst~e slecttone the poUt1ca1 knO!tlsdgo ot the 

vlllagero tr:as at ths pcclc. !.::hen asked about those Glections, thsy stated 

thot they fl191."9 very !ntcrc'lted !ll tho p4U t1ca ot theeo eloetinns. lt !a 

only !n the3o olsctionn t~at t.;esto ln polltiea came into tho ocettG. l t 

gave r.tso to pccuUar pn11tit:al groups in tho vi..l.laga. Tha graups ware 

fD&dS on the bmda of different cxtleldorot!.cns.. One of' thsra t::~as casta. 

tech caste ot~tod giving vo{;o en the bod..a of the caste of the candidate, 

tihlle the v!llagC'l".o told tmt earlier thoy dic:l not oeste thftlr votes en the 

beals ot caa te. Thus thd. r d1aloguec mtl er.tphd. s and canrU.cting elect(ttal 

brioVs loft behind a lasting inl"'luaHU'JS en villeoe politics.. Out of aU 

the ce:otes in the village. Jate eJe the cost politically aovencod. 

P~t1c.t.paUon 1n compa1cn actl.vit!.oa ia cansidoroo_ mctto difficult 

aa it involves g~:ente •costa' (mare time. efforts and skill). It la 

considered to beind1cat1 uo of hi.t}haz" lcvsl of lnvolvanent md relativoly 

fGiiJU people are fbund to be 1nvol.veo ln thio activity as comp~od to 
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voUng. Ml.b~ath has thus placed it h1ghe .. hlerochy ot po.U.Uca.l 

putic1pat1on. nte .t.ndividlJol CfWl 1ncraaes hie potency to 1nflufJ'iaJ 

the out came by pesudng othere to vote the aay he t:Jd'l ta. In some waya 

't .te like votJ.ng beca~se lt 1e periodical, tho individual has 11. ttle 

say 1n detormlritng tho oce oo1ona. tnd the out como gen E!1' oU y hae a i:sid Ol' 

impact. ·ee compared to a particulat'lzod actitlty like eUte contact.' 

Lev ole 

Inactive 

Partially acu ve 

Very active 

Total 

H1ghar-caate 

43 

22 

6 

?1 

17 

2 

' 

The v!Uegere ot Kavlana ara core or lass inactive in compalw\ 

ectiv1 ty. The maf.n reason for this 1e the lodt: of educ:atlon end povm:tr 

1 n the village. People dO not get time f'or l t. There 1e not much 

ditterences 1n tbe lowe caetes lt1d h!ghel: castes 1n Ehe pc!:'tie1pctlon 

tn compalgn ectlvity. fiiostly vlll.egus do not understnnd tho role of 

po~t1e1pation in compa!gn aet!v!ty. In the nome of p~t.icipation they 

'I•• Political pertieipat1on Opci t P-13. 

o fillbtcth-
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the)' understand only the role fl voting. In lot4er estes there t~ae ClllJ 

ono person WhO took active part1clpat1«~ In the campaign 8ctt. vi ty. Though 

he 1e not a very d.ch parson yet ha contribute& omneth1ng to the tunds of 

congress party. tte 1o the only man tdlo ea.ld that JQ._ tl!heneva~ any achacbled 
. . 

coste leadu ccrJes to tho viU~o, he talks ll!ith h!m. He said t.'lat once he 

went to Jagj1van Ram olao t2flen the problem of chaupol aroao in the v1Uage. 

(3agj1van Rem ttno thm in tha Ccngress Party). At pres-Ent also ha hae 

faS. th in Jegjivm ttm thcugh he !a not 1n Ccngr~""S patty now. He sald ttat 

he supports congress party cmly bcccuso thGt"o 1o no oltematJ.ve. If any 

eche~od casty memnar cten® in tfla olecticn hO io sure that h.o will dO 

canu~ng for hie. At prooont. ho enid thot ho did ecnuaj).ng in 1900 

eloctiono for tho congraoo cand1dat e. fio attsndcd m.eny lccturco md hOlped 

the congress party to hG.Vo llnkfr()o t.tith hia scnorulcd caste tlillagere. 

tn tho higher ccstea ol SOt mostly tho v1Utg-e:re ate inactlv .. 

Soma Jate glve, money to lok Del. party bscau ee they se aconomt.cally urAl oft 

md they hsve strong faallnga fOJ:' Lok Oal par-ty. ortly 6 persons out of 

'71 Mere found to hove tEl< en ect1va parttd.paticn a compe.lgn ecttvJ.ty. 

~Y eH the Jets of tho village. tla BrohrJ1n actually partl.alpated ln 

this activity. These 6 Jets have ntrong llnkago t?ith n.t..A. Uday OalG1 

and 1 t is anly baeeuse of their efforts that people think that Uaey Oalal 

got maxtr.1um votes in tho electlons. These 6 late e:cns!dGi' Cha:ran Singh aa 

their leader and they sf!lcf thet they could even g.t. vat their ltfa for 

Ch01'an Singh. Thoy attend ev91'Y I'JOli tical rn3ttt1ng ln tho v1ll~o or 1n 

thG block. ey d1scu9!!1ng, thslr rolo !n polities 1:11th athmo costas, 1t 

' wee eles that they ttJere the only persnn~ Who dGpriuQd the lawu cmtes of 

casting their vntes 1n the 1900 Lot< Sebha eloctionn. The villtGers told 

thet they arr5'1!)0d their men ~!th lnth!.-o in their honda and blocked the 
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tillY along t.'!'\lch the letter em te people t:tero gal ng to ccst thoir uoteo. flanyllfJIU 

p80ple uere !njurod 1n thle 1ncl d3lt. · At lest with tfte help of pollee 

some achottJ.lo::S cmtsa we.re allebted to vote. Oths:taiae many ecnettulad 

costae told that 1n this oleet1on th oy t1oro deprived of eect1ng tha1J: 

Th•ta 1n the u1Ucge r.10stly tho pooplo era .ln@Ctive and very 
I 

feb~ paoplo hovo noeoosary guts to po:-ticipat~ .t.n the compslgn1ng actlui ty. 

Portis3f1ah:tp is oquttllY 1MpOJ: tent as a channel or 

pcllticl;lot!cn. Parties atB a mom 1nstituttcnalized ttcy of r.alotirtg the 

cltf.zan to the political prmcona end e t~~ell ostebliohcd mamc:n1cm of 

S.netltuional!zing citt %en Pat:t!c:ipnt!m !n a denocrecy,. Tho lOtJ ntutun 

castes may not have (re!'OUJ:cos, time, ertucaUO'l• sxpooure to ma~-modia). 

f:o ac.qu1ro political kmwledoc of ctiecuso politics but if thoy could bo 

mcb1U .zed to support a pnrty them they coy still gat pollttcclly involved, 

the fact thorofare,. that lo~tatus castes aro aloost an partioan oo the 

high castes bocor.Jo 1rnportt:n t. 

-··-·· .. • 
Par-t1ocnahtp H1tJhal" castes La •er cootas 

r~on-pa~Usmsh1 p Q 1 

~oak 8 1 
Aodnroto t9 6 

Strong 44 12 

Total 71 20 
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TdJlo 10 ahote·s that in tho village• tlOStly the people knov about 

tuo powtioa. t..ok Dol and Congros(I ). All thG Jete support Lok Cal 

paJ"ty end ol.l the Bratu:Uno md lwor c,aoi:es eu&ilort CDngroos party. flostly Jill 

people ttno"' about tho nameo of the p.-Uea and tihldt pOI'tJ they SUPPGI"t# 

In tho higher eaatea o11 the people• GXcept fot"J kne1:J the p~ty th(f,{ 

support. ~ out of ths sample of 71 ttRn found etl"ong suppootrtare or the 

pa:r:ty. ln tho lOtJor oaate sootly all the peOple knotJ the nemee ot the 

parties.. Th~h they do not knOSJJ (the lot:~er eantoo} uh!ch party is tn 

power. Out they oe!d that they aro atmnn nupperter of Cangroro(I ). 

They co~clr};o connrooo(I) t:d.th tndtra Gnndhi. £very one kneu that Indba 

ia our ftoj:!(lt!ng) but whm ackcd t:Jt-.ieh pttty is in POtfm:' they did not 

kn0111. l:::hen asked froo *hich fXJrty in air f,).l .A ie, they dDn•t kno~ S.t. 

l!hora eo all tho higher cm-tE!3 knol:l'tJhleh {:l:lrty is 1n powel'• and tram 

mhJ.ch par"ty tho A .l.l\. hailed ond t:!hich party they support. But tho lowu 

casta cltdn"t knou any thlng exc~t tha noma of the Congross(l} Party. 

s. paato & eoU~iS~ Influ,anpe 

ln a ttemocracy ell cltizana •egardlesa ot fltgb or low stetu• an 

axpectod to haua soma pollticel lntlucnca. tthlls actual ctecS.eion • maktng 

may be concentrated ln tha bands of e ff!JJJ, democracy does expect thet 

ordinarr ciUzma would have some control ov-er the dlo.tca of decision meke:a 

G"td the Chal.cea made by the deai -aim l!b!u:ra. aut tho tJay f.n t1hidl 

ordJ.n~y citizens Mill CSl and do axut influence ia very canpl.ex. But in 

e democrncy a citizen ebould et least feel that he 1e Cf.IPBblO of influenc­

ing tho govol'nmmt. Gabliel Aloond and S!dnoy Vel'bo sayc in d.vlc 

culture thot the confidence art the port of citizens that he is 1nfluenclel av1 

though ho r.tay no~ oxort any inf luonco or may fell if he td.es- may have 



important canssqumcas for tho pol! tical systGm and msy ten ua eoaethlng 

about tbe natura of da~Do=acy. Tho flvo nat.la'l study by Alr.lond and tlc:ba 

eaya that a, clti zen l'ltlo feels ha hu poUt10al 1nYhu.,ce ls. more 11k01Y to 

be an ar:ttve ct. tizsn end else more Ukely to ott capt aetually to 1nt4uance 

the govemmmt.8 

ThD subjective ~ooue or poli t.f.csl infl u.mce end efficacy 1a 

pnr-ttcularl y impcrt.ant in r3sord to tho CESta eystcm!.: Trcdi ti..J:lDllY lot:t 

etetus enstas uoro dE;)rivsd of omy citd. e and polit.tool v.cav.tl.ogos cr.d 

thcl.r f~ttl:lngn of mlpl~osnt)'!::l a:1d incompotsnco to do anything abaut 

uolv!ng thotr preble~ or needs haV3 boon dsp-r:lC t...""d. lf they are to 

use gouemmtn tal and poltienl spheroa to eolve their problems ond improve 

their condi t.lcno, nomo o.-aount of ea1fiJde1ce and sonoa ot efficacy in, thelc 

ability of manipulato )!ho political proo~ t:ould bo nocoasary. 

lov!!ls ur 1nflu~ce Higlur Castoa 

~. ............ •• ' • -· b 1 l •• • • ., .......... ! •• 

Nano 

20 

42 

?1 

11 

a 

1 

20 

a; C • AlftlOnd & Sidney VeTbat 11Ciu1e cult.w:-e• (Pr1ncrttara Pl'incoton 
Un1ueraity P~cea• 1963) pp-180-103. 
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Tabl.u 11 sh0tr1s- ln tho village, the highor caatoc aro found tWro 

politlcelly ioflumciel thm the lOrJar cast~ t:ho look helpless to some 

extent. Tho traditional fcaling otf thoir lau~ status that thay em •t dO 

cnythlng is th~e. Only ano parnon out of thtt sampl.a of' 20 I!Jald that he 

con poli~ical influence in tho gave;nmmtal ott eira. 8 psraons from the lowe 

caot:oo govo sooo auroty that they could hovo po11ticol inttluanee. neatly 
• 

tho people o!Jid " tloh0r1 \{atm Suntn hot•. tt Sob Baro Admi ki h1 aunte hatn• 

ttto hum kyc ttor ccl<to f'!:o..tnn. ( Evoty one L\otw~o to Big people then uhat 

t1IG em do 11 ) thus th:Jy f::::ol thomof)J.v en dne."r.''c'Eid md halplass to do anything. 

\:han ad< ed t-nctho~ thvy had my !~flucnco u ;t:m p:'lnchycc, thoy anuworod in the 

nc;uati vo. Evc:1 ano of tho e-chmulcd C::tctc:. oe:1bers of tho pmc~yet oleo sal. d 

But. thio 1o r.ot tho oese \!~! th higher cootG:>,. P.octly th::q:roople nsva 

conf1 dence that if they ~cnt to do a thir;g they could !nfluenco the govorrmtfnt. 

AG'ly Jots told uo, that .. there is nothinn ttihieh is not i.n cur hando"• They 

wood U:l the Uate or pr-ograr.::tos. l!ko rr;poiring of panrls and Wollo, caking ,.. 

thoy sd.d that thase th1ngo thGy havo dono by 1nflu::mc!ng higher outhorttt.aa .. 

Out of tha sen:pl.a of 71, 42 poro:::ns had full political influ~cs ovo:r the 

govcmQm t,. 20 said coma and only 9 persons Giaid that they can not 

inf luenca t.~s g;)VGmlliSl t. 

ponclug&gu 

1'h:l l'olaticnchip bott:con coato ond pali tics tiL:S bc:n conoicored 

ln aonsidomblo detail in this cht;;Jtcs-. TI10 rolotiunship baeuo::n cmto. end 

political influ::nco, Ctl:Jpai.gn activity, vot!119 cr.itor:f.o and political 

knot;lodgeia found to bo otrmg, but oc::~a dl."Jt t~ctico: in vo~f.nn pettom and 

pe.rtiotnship. Thu.o on tho t:!holo if uo gee ~.o rel ot1cn botuaon cootos tnrJ 
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pol.I.Ucs. then thea is no dleect Unk batveen casta end palltice 1ft the 

village .. 

• •••• 
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So fp.r tho tf'alyoin has doal. tJ( t;jith the rolat. 1a1shlp betldaM 

caste md poUt~ca. It laid do~n a found!lt!on far nero lntmeive and 

coraplox ar.alyeia. In th1o cttapt ar, t ahall proceod tD exeroine the casual 

relotlonshipa aaong theao three raojcr dJ.r:lonslono ot eoc1el strati fic.atians 1n 

the utllogs-coate close ;:nd po&1cs. Ta uhat extent 1s casta status a 

condition far political involven:ont and activity? l!) the rolotion&hlp between 

caste end political participation due to cootc or dUe to clsso poe1tiaH-st 
~ 

A ccnoitt:lrabla body of r:~~d"' ho chotn that soc1o-B1onoruic 

statue is strongly related to politacal udri.nblesl It has bet11 fa.md that 

blghlY educated t~Jeslthy pmple pureutng proatigeoue wnue collal"' occupation 

pal't1c1pnto mora than leoo educated poor md l.ollf calss people. It nca 

also been found that pcoplo with ~Ot:J ascr.tpt1ve status tl'l'O politically lese 

actJ.ue. eut it has oleo bam a!'guecl that people tt.f.th 101:1 ascriptive etatue 

participate loss because they ers poor-, lees oduoated and follot:J lot~sr etatua 

occupatlons. The cesual link batwsen ascriptivo etatuo and poli.ticnl stetua 

activity. This 1o nns of the moat docu•••cnt.cd and oubstailt.ial findings .in 

Tho geru ... r~l oboz:.rvot.ton hG~Jev~r may h::.vo to be CHJdified, :l.n 

---------------------------............... ..,.......~ .. ' ......... :;;; 
1. flUbroth ~s cxtinoively rouiOt::ad the Utorotlum ah(!:;j!nn this r!nct1ng ln 

tJiffG.rent societies Viilprato • 'Politic.al. Participation pp-110-130. 



pco~ put"cuing lot:-atatua oc:cupatf.c:ne. SOiiie people a.JI.th low e8Cl'lpt1ve 

status may be ttell edtumt.ed end oconGmlcally Upper c:~.Ue. furthermore• the 

typo or politiccl activity should alao be We. c:n into c:ons1dorat1aJ. A 

recent study nhcus that while b~oeko in tho United States aro gS"\erolly lea 

poU.t1cally active thnn Ut>.itoa. thq are an actiue E tJhitos in org<.!flisatlot)al 

act1vites.2 

for this IdS Will nave to aefitlQ tho relntion between caate 

end e!!'W~ in th:: v1ll.ago. Thm only l:ltJ can 9at a cleor pircturo of telatlan 

Ono of tha striking fcnttrros of tho strati fie~ t!on systcm ln 

India is the clo:l.o corrcspond~ca bott~~n coste m d clo~. The relation 

bett:~een cas to t: clccs could ba tlofined in four differs; t uayo.. firstly 

tho ealier othnographUJ:"s woro i.nto;;oasto:i tn tho question t.:bcther casto ctJ"t 

also be called o el!:!!:::? Aro th tl' intorr:hSlf)nblo? Oliv or Cox in hie 

clcssio study of t~Conto, Clacs r. Rccou ptJ.rce!vo.o c::oto O.:l sn Clltity composed 

of oc-Jc:-;~l cnc.t:l;eo~uo groups. uhi.lo c:::1ta io ttSociclly Bellndatf on all 

:i 
sides ••• £.A.Gait,::u:gua:t thatttthe dlviston into cactos hoe no direct 

2. f'lilbrath h:ac extinsiuely &&Bldnuo rou1owod the litoroturo chotding this 
finding in difforent societies. 

rJ;lbrathl "Poll t1cal Pazticipation" ( Rmd ffc f!ally 1965) p-110.130 

3. Olivsr Cox Crt:.r:::Uollt llCasta.t Cle.as b Raceu 

(Gorden City, iJetrJ Varta Ooubloday & Co. 1940) P-300. 
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ralatl on u1th tho ct1v1oion into claesea.4 ~huryq, a~ad •The 

status Qf a percon depndodr;nat on flia ttoalth as in tho classes of ,. 
Aodem £tm:Jpa1 but no trod!t!m.:1l 1 ;;tartm oe of' ftl a casta in blhich 

he had the ludt of' bclng bom.SJ Thic approach dlst1nguishea bottuom 

casta ~nd C'J.~ on tho grountl th:1t 1o dut'Xr.:inoo by birth io endogDIH:IJa 

t:Jh!la a clam ! tz n:~t :1 e~ to. 

Secondly, the other epproaeh puts both eesto tnd clero on 

a c:ontinuso 1n ite echGmB or cleooifying ths etrntif!catlm system. Aa 

sxta-.tiir•o frora thosa liko tho CtlSte e:;1)1ch aro t.'Gletively rigid on closed 

to thosa which are fl.O!'J.blou6. 

Th!rdly a noro rccmt nr:pro"'!.ch of ~ciol diffattentiation 1a 

which ron~o strotifiention ayoU..,.,o of llorious suc1otioo on the beo1a ot 

d=greas of ~ao pm:mcob1llty puto lndto•s eosto nystsm at tha bottom 

t11th tho par:n."Jnbill ty of zDro, t:Jhilo cln!'l!'l soct.r~tf.as l!ko Amnrtcs•s 

ertt rt:::'lkod ct tho top.? Thio sd'lOC'l tioes not. bcliovo that th€1 

4. Tho Ccnsuo of India,c 1911 Vo.l.I , Pel:'t 1 ( 1913) p-3ffi 

s. Ghurye t• "Casts_ Clusg M Occupation' (OoQbaya "Po;:mlar tlr:olc: Oepot)196t 
p- 1•15. 

6. U.f .Ogburn & n.f' .t1nkoff t 0 Soclologyn (B0 atoni Hough ten f11f',l1n Co. 
1940) P-311. 

7. Mm:ro Sualastoqa• •tociol diff'orontiot!on" (new Varkt Oauid 

Anckey co. 1965) P- 615 
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reda~s O'f ratnt'do the adiJlssi en of comnonere• host.tavu. groot 

their merit or weelth*8,. 

fourthly another approach 1n the otudy of caste a1d 

elaos d~ale t~i th the empricall )' obto!nod ral ::1tion~hip botuotn 

ccat:o h1arschy end econooic hierarcllf• They nrc interested in ouch 

q~at!on$ as ttt t::hat extent em te hisr~rchy end scd.o-aconomic 

eorrespmd? AU tho ritual relat!msh!pn b:1:.1ed on caste lll: otatus 

olso rof'J:ected in ccano:'J.c :t';:'latio:-::hips? 1 t 1s m:Jrn prominent in 

the o-:.:pir-ical studies of Imficn Soc! oty dono during tho l:Ist three ttecad• 

o-r so by ccu::ioloylsts .c,."'ld enthrapologict:J.(a) 

Theao vg;:ious cppro~hes :ro not naceannd.ly mutually oxclualve 

in focw l'"S"Jd purpooa. Tho lest ~roam !o thct"ofor-3 clooer: to tho 

To L'ht'!t c:{tt:nt .f.e thio true in tho uillE:gcfl The malyots 

in thin ch"";1tcr attempto to oxmm!na thic question by ancl.ysing the 

P-:'lttem trld d~:rroo o? rolationsh ip botu....~n casta hiornTchy end the 

socio-ocunooic hierarchy. Tho sod.o-camomic stnlti f'ication io 

oporationalizcd through ruch indtcotora ac-hond• oecupat1m End 

ottu.::1ticn. 

(n) S~ Ant!!'e RfJteiUe, ttt:e.ste, \:lass ~ Power" (Univorc1ty ot 
C.aliforr.io Prnss 1965)' 

- F .G. Oailay " Croto l4 Ec:tn1T.:!1c frontier" (CJatJ Vark Humanl Ueo 
Pr01lS 1957) 

- Cnrth• uTho oyatam Sx1al Stretificnt!cn 1n Sust. r:orth Pakistan• 

:l.n '.'\opoots of c~ta, in South lodi"!, Ceylon A tJorth tJest Peklstant 
Ed by Edmundhoach,_ Ca:!tbridge Untverai ty Pro:10 19GD) 

• At:lrin c. noyor. • Casta,. tangstripth Control India (Bcn:l<ely 

t.:qivoroity of ta.lifornie fl?:ese 1960) 
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In uciUage lndle lend is the main passecoicn ""~!h !s 

consi dorott an a sign of N.g."'-statua. As agr1cul tura lD tho pr ecbminant 

modo of p1:oduct1cn 1n Village India. #l0$3 t:ho ete excl.uthd fruo lmd 

are n16tl exc:t.uded fJO\TJ paws:. The vaet. majod. ty of nora-ot«1sr~ er o £ngogd 

in agri::aJltu:al labout-. As thdr e,lo ooen!l ot incatlo in «. avl~'1a come 

f'l;OD thin .oct!upotiot). Othw: lou castes that mcy bo non-om as ~o abl.e 

to partl cipoto aora aaGily 1n laf~omoU.uu oc.:upatims. 

lend 

tloFgi.nol 

fU.ddlS 

Rich 

laru::Uord 

Total 
....... 4 1 ...... 

High 

0 

0 

40 

2:2 

9 

11 

lollf 

16 

4 

0 

0 

0 

20 

tho lendholdJ.ngn nro dividad into 5 plfpEID of C3t&Jories - .lendl.~_. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
8• £.A.Ro~, "P~ineiplss of Saciolcgy11 (tJ0\3 V0 rkt Tho Century Co.1920) 

P•341• 
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Mr;rg1nal1 A1ddl a. rich a lc:l'ldl&lllls. L~ess ere tnose fQ'filet:a t~Jho do 
' . 

tJQ~o lend (.toea than 2 acres) • This typo of paO!lmt again comas 

1-:Jnd lam thr.n 2 ecreth 4 out of 20 porotns from loucr caotns 01rm SOID"il 

lsndJ 3 out of thoao lowor J:reten om 340 sq. ynrds of lend. TN.e lo 

not thei-: horaditory land. Tney novo got it in the novamt;Snt r.r-ogrname 

ot {Jalping tho ncady lct:.rur elassca. In 1!J64• 52 needy fnut1l!ee of lcee 

clero, got 52 plots of 240 ynrda. In 1975, egatn tho govornnen t r;ave 

35 plots of 100 yards to the noocty fn:Jilico. But theoe Ct!!ltos h~e 130atl)f 

sold thd r lencro. Or they oJltivato coon ve;jotnbloc on it. Thus there 

are vary fBtJ marginal lond-O::msrs in a<aultn!h 

In Oic:dle Ci.ltOQQrY c~mc thooc J..onao:::noro, tho OIJn at least 

S to 100 acto or lend or 10 to 20,acrse of lcm:i. In this category than 

castos out of tho oaJpile of 11 pacOtJntj t:!ho CDme und:Er this category. 

They are the idopund::n t peaomts. 

In the cot~ry of rich poa..lt:flt6·there io no peascnt from 

J.wor cmtes.- 22 wt of this sample of 71 lti1~omcro crEJ the rich land-

etmero., They 0\l!ll land from 20 t.o 30 aer~ a!ld all. como tram high claat:h 

Th~:;,o rich t'nrcuro ennono cgricul.turing t&bcur to a.Jlt!vcte their londD. 

In the lcrn:lloitd class como thoee peascnte t:sho oun lends aboVe 

:m acres. Tno~o is no lcndloro from tha J.wor cooto'Z:> in thi.o cata~dtJr}t• 
ii 

Only 9 out of the ea:lple or 71 are the landlords uno 0\:..11 lend above 30 
~ 

acrGS. t:him caann mey be 50 ocroo 01' above it. This cateoory of PeaS8'tte 
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hae high praet19G tn the uill 1190., They are cons.tdored «> "Sera Adtd• in 

the villnge. £v3ry cnc rcspccto thc::lo P·C!JfJlO. Out of the 9 pmple. 6 are 

Jats anj 2 Or~h~1ns •. Thsna lanulo~d~ tot~lly dopcr.d on the agricultural 

Thuo ":hErnl 1'3 nrent d1npad.ty in tho ot:narsh.tp of' lan6hcldings 

end higher c=otcs at.., a» the lcntn. 

Thuo landoL."l~r;;hip 1o a crucial. fc.ctor in cst::~blich.f.ng 

dooinoncc in tho uillc.go. Gmarally,. UHl pnttorn of l~dOtJnet'ahip in 

village is auch that Ulo bulk or tho availoblo lSld is canCC'ltrotcd 1n tha 

hondc of n r~lot:\.ur.J.y ~oll nut:bors of biq ometo sgcl.nst a large numb•• 

uho (!f)ther oun very li ttlo lend or· no land at all. The tlmall numbe 

uf big et;:ncrs uiold a cmsidorclllo aot~Unt of pw~ ov3r tho rcot of the 

v!llcge populat1 arl' Std this oituati.cnis .onl.y mad:J tklreo by ropid 

population grct:ttJ1.. !!The pouar and prestige tlhich landot:ning casts 

affect thoir relct!ons uith oll C"'!Stes. inclttd1ng those !'ituolly h1ghe•. 

ihas tho f!ndingc in tho present curvcy t::CTlf'i mn in genet'al tho tbservat-

1cns of f1.r~.Srin1vea.10 

to. M.~~.Sri"livea. "Social !'Y!'te1'! of o. villcnostt 1n village India 

edit~ by Aekim flarriot. (Chicago.univeroity of l;hd.c:ago Pross 1955) 
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Hereditary and ptEUJCribEd occupation ls one et the most 

c:U.&t1ngu1ahing features at the C&!lte eyetom. Most accounts ot the catttG 

&)'stem tJhif.lh attempt tof def!no 1t Dr liet its essential fect.ul'OS !ncludas 

oldcot four-fold strott fication ua:r boscd en social roles of tho four •varna• 

groupo end the eocicl rolLs uero b3acd en t.'1o c::cupction that C::lc:h •verne' 

p:roucribct:J to ·follow. Ao Gf?urye stat as, 0 In thsry from e:ll'ly times, not 

onl>• havo oc.:cup!ltiona bCJon prescr!b«J •varna' tt!oe, but a numbor of' them elso 

jnti ot: caoto Uist'•" 1t Acny c~ too dati vo thd 1: nanes froo traditional 

calling en woshor aan, Cobblers, ta1lo1'e, barbM'S, carp3flts:te. Also 

lnhcrS'lt in this Gchems of the presc~'i.btld traditimol occupation ls the non-

mobtUty of tt!o otcupation. !"4.r He:t>bert Riailly tekos tho post tion that • a 

grcot deal of occupctitna mobility e:dstsd oiHi traditional calling or a caste 

Yet it !o unrs:1llot1c to say thot tr::tdi.tion & nnd horodltory 

occupational ototuo hod no bdu in caote status. One ncodo to ask to 

v:hat oxtGnt d!a trudit!..rull collinysi•lfluonco tho lifo of voriouo castes? 

Did it ha:l moro influClco 0:1 lou-atdurt caztoo thM high st~tus coctast Iv 

thoro any pnttern of chnogc from tr!ldi tional to non-trodi tional occupatlont 

~at in tt1c de;rrt.:o of rol<:tti mahip bet~een cesto M hierarchy ond occupettonal 

t:rec!it1cnol collings ov...r1 tJ1Jt disccrdod by e pornon, the 

chole c:m~e grcr.Jp continue to he\lo soc!nl and psychologiccl cfrecto, pt!ttlCUlarly 

t2 on lot1 etatu!l ccstao. Sriniva~ found 1n P.a.':lpuro cf the late fol'tieo that 

11. Ghur;yet - Gaeta • Cloeo & occupoU.on (P-241) opc.i t. 

12. Hcrbort H.Rieloyt •Paoplo cf India' P-259{ Landau !' .. Thcctmt- ~Cn~'ft:t"tt:;\ 
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each ~te ln tha village \#es tl!'ed.ticnallY neod.sted ulth the practice 

of a patticu~a,. occupatJ.tft11 but the older a more conservative persons 1n eatlh 

caste tended to regard the tradltianally callinqo "g a proper ono.13 

£ach tt:kes pride ln the aklUe as neturel monopoUeo ot his caste .... the 

peassnta ~t nca~y Oella village are cl'f.Uclaod boca.s~e ot thdr trrbm weye 

,and thoir lac!< of m{ills !n llt'.sat eultiuatim. lloyor found in central 

uull.cgo ns l.ato aa 1n 111d Stls ~at tho trudi tionol cecup.3t !an o? the casta 

!nfluon ced 1 ts mc:Jbern 1n ctu c.1al t:~aya.14 

If or.u clo::~ly oxa<JinGD the avai.loblo sv.i ttcnce of chenga 

Cas tea omer cultivator 

H.i.gher Castes 11 

Lower Castes 0 

Aggf. cul tura! 
l..'lhcur 

0 

Trod! tionol 
uccupcticn 

12 

Total 

71 

20 

13. H.t:.Srinivas ... :rscc1al System of e Ryn~ro uillago" in villcgo India 
by Rc;;<irn tlarriot Opel t P•'t-2. 

14. flayaJ" - Caste & ~innh1p (CC•91) npt:t t. 
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Exce!)t Bratun!ne all the otha castes el'e engagad ln 

egl'icultural labour or thcdr trad.timal ocaJpatia~th The tEble 13 

ehot:io thut those 91 persma om angaged in 3 types of occupat.t.ons. AU 

tho higher ere tmgagsd 1n the occupation of otl!ler-eult1vatcm. And oU 

lotuer eaates are cr.gf'ged ln th:J agrieultu:ral labe.sr or tm1r tradi_Umal. 

some :wagstableo on that land. But that cbea not fulfil thair ncedo md 

thus their tlain occupation is their tl'adi. tion@l occu~tion wnilo oome 

lius on agr!cu.lturel laboul'. 

t 

!JR~.~~lA~..V. Tho trod:i.tiO'lal c~~lings aro prescribed fol' the 

e~tae on the bnsis of thoir rl tuel etatt.!S. Th.:ir is little doub);;f that 

are fG-1 pcopl~ t.tho hnvo Jaincd flill. ta;.:')' t-t~rv!cc·.J e.nt:1 1 eft their tradl. Uonal 

oc:cupatt ono. Tl1c1r t'('.n1l)• lifo ~ their ncuw hnvo ch.cn:_: ed compl atGly 

froo tho tx:nditional pot:tom. In tho h!~hfE' caste cloo not~ the 

trmch.e~ tnd cnoth~lr is a Clark. In the arat\f!'dn faaillc.a not aU the 

fanilie.o. have tho traditional occupot1ato9 twt aona Brah:'Jins hava gone 

In gonoral t3I'~ tho p.roporticn o7 tha )Opuleti.on engcgm in 

and dc:ncnoed by tho 3)riCulturol S'J9tG~ not by caa ts.. Gcio.g prooot:d.nawttly 

nttnar-cultiv::ltnro,. tho oojorit.y of the Joto aro actively involvetl 

in egricul tur3., 
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The fnrmor corvmt relation io not thot, tshot it uood to be 

earlio.r. ThC!t'Et iG 6hroteco of ldl~ in the village becauoo the ld>ourera 

get enough rcmunarot!vo roork outaido tho vU~ngo. Thus at present the 

otatuo of lcbOUl:' i.e r:uch hinhor than 3tll:UJ t..1Hlt it uoo::f to bs. Tho a.o.o. 

Jhajjor t::.ld ua that in urood fol' uolk" ;n~ogrs:aoe.U'lGY oxp3r1moed ohortoga 

of labour in Hsryt:tna and thuc th.:sy hod to hire labour froc Sajasthen. 

r.oreouar, tloua:t til:: t:o::rto:J io til.J 'JillCJO aro G"'gcgod in their 

treeiUC'lul oooupd"..iu.'1o yot, tJt ;JJ:O;:jZ"tt, it don .. -;t .:.:Jti~fy ~hdtt nc:lds 

al''ld thty nrc. Cll."Jp~Ucd ~o co ot!~.J.: uo~kc. 1 t i ~ not ;;ho cos11» v..ith highar 

&~r;c~otos tut t!'lJ lcusr C;Jctco. rtovamcnt into mm-trt~Gitioncl occupetiena baa 

btmn dictated both by intornel labour c:iem'31lda end by GCOnocic ability to 

b~ a~oy from tho local economic oyote~. 

thus t10 eon Dey that ttwugh diff'arc:'lt castes, hit~hcr o~ lchlot 

ero on linked t~ith thoit' tnmtlmel occu;:r"ltimu.l, thoro 1o some occupational 

aobtlity in tho villvgo. Cut their prnctice of puzfor:n:I."lC~ of higher 

OCCUfJotiona by higher co~ tea end loue!' occupoti m by l~t:J.cr cautoo is mo!ntalnE!d 

in tho villago. Koeping this in oind tsG CS1 soy that cnato c:-td nccups.tion 

ln tho ul.Unga are eoralotou • 

.,l~tt;,nJ;iqt,!. lr.ctim Villn!.,~ hove o~n r.nang tho le:::o lit~ata oocietioa of 

tha world. Trodit!onolly, t:Jhott.Wor tyjJO of octucnti;~.:ll oyetem "'OS thsre. 

t1o~ molnly C:l!"'fincj to tho top st:>:ltum of tlindu Soc.i.oty - tho Ureht1ins, end 

otho't tlaJ:rior C::!::~~ did qcqu~.r~ :cna ectucotion • but it uao Clainly ~f.mited to 

acquiring tho Cdlla or tro.ding .c.nd f!ght:i ng. The o~;;;Jcr tuni tics fozo 

~oeo.tv!ng oducoticn in th3 Pro-Br.t t1ch Poricd uoro not open to tho llliddlo 

t:nd lw castes. ll.J ~athlaen Grugh hoa observed of a v!llnQ!3 in south 

Inola" "t!hutcvor tho origin of (these rulED d!stmoaa end ralotionah!pu) 
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thai~ cod1 t1cot1m. recovering a1d adoption t~ local clrcumt~t.ancco hovo 

been p~imw:ily the uork of Bratun1ns"15• Ancira Botd.llflt in hio etucty of 

Sd.puram, round that in the pro-British tradl Uonal oyatom of Senakr1 t1k 1earn1n: 

sducat!rn t:tco r::onopoli zod by Brohmin o. 1G 

t:von i;-t 9ritioh dnyc, trhf:'l oel!ccti::n uas f'oroaJ.ioed .:nd rnlatiualy 

high coot us t:Jho bo!~ odve1 t;;:;~o of th3 ns Oi)PCJr tuni tiru. Sooiol and 

send their children to oc:1co1. Brig!.)a Ob:.J;.-rv.:;:J oo LotF;~ aa in 1920 that 

0 Both te!:ch et'O Sld p•Jflilo 1:1~<0 it OO!lt diff'.1cu1 t for lOW Cs:JtO boyo to cit 

in tho clansrcom" 17. 

Tounrds tho end of the Brt ti01'1 pa'ti od OtiJ cation focill t1 oa 

bocemo enlargod end tho ov~tall douolupmont:ll loval of India Sod.ety 

otaadily 1ncroco::d. Thio crca~cd o O'Jro conduciv:J envirooor.nt for middlo 

ond lov sbtuo ct.::=ti.W for ewe ~tinn thoir ch:i.ldrm. All costas,. including 

tha so eolJ.cri untouchobloa. uot'a c.Uot:1od in public schoo10 tJ1ough soctel 

loaat primo:ry achoolo within rerooncl:lle dictcn co. 

15. Kathleen Grough- "Caste in Tanjore Vill<-e ~n ln ~ca~cs oopactn of 

C~to !n South In:fi~, Cnylon t: t:orth Pddotan !' od by Leach (p•11) 

16. Soto!llo - Ca...,to. Claco & Pounr (p5) Opd.t .. 

17. C.L.Dtiguo J The Cha:.tars ( P-231) Association Pre03 1920 .. 
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C£Otos Unot:Jcnt cd P!'iruery fli~e Higi• Sd'l..,_,l Gt\"'ld:!ota rr.d Total 
atova -.. :ttW. • .., I .-.. - . • • 

ftigh Cast~ 10 40 a 4 1 71 

'11:·- b =-~~ 

Lo" C~oteo 16 1 0 0 20 

.... i/IIIIIIIJIM, ................... -~ ...... 

Total 2G 51 9 4 1 91 

Untouchablco ond other boctwcrd c2.st:u tu take higher orueatt.:>n, Post listric 

OO#s and nora Harljan end .!ot:r otatus ccota chlldrcn are r:cu rc.ceili;i.ng orucution 

than they did in P~St• Out if t:JO G::t! thf" rcuo chcld he:: co" then svcn today the 

ra\et!on bott:Joon coato .end od:-teat!.on a9 oan bo n:..·m ft'co Tc!:,lo r:o.14, ia 

be iU1t&rate na eonpornd to (1J out of' the campla 71) hlch castes • 

. 'Ut!"IG.Ui)h Hor.ijana end lCJ c:rotea got to ochool, most of them t.Jithdraw 
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In spite of' somo ot thcso ind!ca.U vo dlscrapmcieat t,""ro 

overall pattern ot hinhcl" tho cmte higher tho oaucction io rn~ntainerl. 

1 t t?ae soon !n the vill S!}B school, thet hi!)httt cQto poaplo tcl<o mor3 

1ntere..CJt 1".'1 ecnd!n:J thotr children to sch~l. At rret:mt ell tho ceatae 

high&I:' or lownr, h.Jve stcr tod scnuino their childron to achool. nostly ell 

the children co to ochool. l.:hAth..:r thc1 leave thfl ochool 1n bcthloen or . 
not. F.oroovort proplo ore more 1ntorr.atod in aondirg thd.r bayo to. 

achaol then tnoir girlo. There ia no ca.;J to f;.ool!nn in tho otudcnts going 

to ochwl. t~ldran of hit,hor crotu S.n cchtrol, do not fcdi tUpsrior tD 

tholt'Y;tc.l~ C.-.:.3tc chilcu~m. Thoy sit togoth:= atd play to;'Jthor. It ~aa 

accn th&t thooo child..:cn had oorc puU:t!col ccnscio .. n.:rh:l.<:::. then thr.!r 

of caoto end class. 

Sut in prencnt gonGrati CJl th:Jt'O 1B 0 groat dir:parity botuacn 

coount of eorrospond:::nce botM:wn eooto ot-::tuo end ooc!.o c~nor.:!e atntuo. 

ir, tho vi~logo nou we C:;)Uld ~~octJed t:> ooro intcnciv~ ont: coz:tplo.x tjnaJ.ya.ta 
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ll!ghflUapt;o 

-If .... . 

........ -· .......... T I{ I • l:..in£1. lltlP' ..... . . . Q CfiUJ} tV- .i:OQ WI' . , g~uc,o~oJ1 6 I 1L 

Voting ~Jo,. t..eno- naroinol Nid:.:lo :11 ch Land Agri cul tUI'ul Aut·icul.t• Trod!i.- t.;nodu- urto up ttlgh Gr.-
lOG:l lord cultiv·/,otu uro ti-::nol ccted 5 to Sch due-

lcb~XJ:r occu;,_ Rid ool te 
uti OJl ola - -

Pottorn ?1 0 0 40 22 9 .. ,1 0 0 10 4B a .. 4 t - ...... - -
f~cwo~ 0 u 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 • - . ,.,, ••n ••• W!• .,.,. iAtl au -··· -
OoccQ!on• 
ally 6 0 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 0 -, ....... •• ....... ·- -
Rogular G5 0 0 3S 21 D 6!j 0 0 tl 47 a 4 1 l.y ............. .- d 

.t.:e,wq£ .c~r. 
Voting 
fJo. 20 16 ~~ 0 0 0 0 a 12 16 3 1 0 0 

-· ,.....,. ........... • •• • I . .......... " • . .. 
flov::r 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 

- . ·- -
Occcsi-
onally 4 2 2 0 Q 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 

w ........ b • ·--
Rcgul-
arly 1( 12 2 n 0 0 0 7 1 10 3 1 0 0 

~· ' ... ~ • 
TOTI\L 
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Ttt»le Ho.tS tl\owa Ulat all the vlllegen caat thol!' vat• ragulal'ly 

eno au ot thGD.J wate lendowlere. Dnly 6 people t#Ol'O thare aut of the aEOpla 

of 11,. who had voted OCJCass1cnaUy but all of them UJRct lmc::lotlmera. On the 

othel' e-J.de in the l~ft' caste, out of the samPle of' 20 people. 14 vtuEOen 

sold that thay cast their votes mgularly. out of 14• 12 usn ld'ldl&aa. 

Thus In tho lowu caste, though they ere landless. they ceeta thel.:r votee 

~egultff:ly. Only 2 people were there tltlo were lmdleee md had ne'1SI' v:aa• their 

•tea. Thus we find that in the cee of highe ocate• the cute, land 8"1d 

voting pattern J.a related but .t.n the case of lGJer castaa. thGte 1e no llnk 

bebleon caeta_ land and votlng pattem. 

ln tha case of oa:upa.t1an ell of the h1ghGJ" caate ptJOpls am atn81' 

end cultivators. there 1a no ru•aon ln the higher casta t~ho does not own land. 

Roraover ell theee landotlnel'e 1n the village casta thei1' wtea ~egulal'ly. 

Only 6 v.lUagara WQG th6C'e tdho ~~Jere 011nere md cultivators md caat theil" 

wtea occaiiiSionaUy. 9n the otha: htnt. ln the lowe caatee tho picture 

le dlftannt out or the sSlPle of 20, e people were mgagad in agricultural 

labCUI" and t2 tJore enge9ed 1n their tradl Uonal accupatione.. Thus mostly 

the lotJGI' caste vJ.U agee ceet thai I' vote regulal'l)' Whethe tbev •e eng$ a:J 

ln egnculturallabCI.Il" or ln their tredltional occupatlcn only 'I paeans 

were thete ubo wue engeged .ln the tl"ad1t1onal occupatiOn 8ld hed nf.~Ve 

•eat thd.r votes.. Thus tte aaa that in the high• ceatea occupation and 

voting patt.el'n theM l& euong rolationah1pt tlttere as ln the l.Ot:JOI' castes 

though they de ef19t&Gd 1n tradS.t!onal or sgrict.4tmal oc:cupatione• they vote 

regularly. Thus in the case or lower castaa. there 1s no direct Unk betueat 

caste, occupation and voting pattel'n. 

In tbe esse .of EduceUan, mostly the highel' cesto people oN 
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educated wh8the~ upto s:e.toary • gmwattacn. aut 1n the case of lowe• 

cestee mostly· the paople em unewcated. In the case of higher coates,. out 

ot the eanplo of '711 65 people voted regul~ly end out ot these 65• 60 

vtUcgue wee ectJcatod. Onlv 5 were uned.u:etad tltho voted regulel'ly. Out 

of tho 6 occas1mallV gluing votes. 5 teae un8Wested .ond_1 vUlager "'• 

educot~ol'l othuhand_. ln th e ltMEI'I' OaGte mont~ the pmple are uneelJcated. 

Out ot· tho eanu;Jle of 20• t4 people used to vote ragulsrl Y• out of theaa 
., 

14• tO wee unerucatsd• J Uel"o edUcated upto 5th $l1d 4. upto middle class. 

Thus .tt m(Uf'le that Ch1-.,.tld: though ln tha 1GI1far castea. the people are 

mostly ll'lewcatect. yet they cast their votea r&guleJ'lY• 

On the ttlole tre ace that :1n tha case of h1ghm: cnetaa the caate 

claso G"td voting pattun .to llnked but it le not retstGd an the Ca&e of 
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voting Ill 'e~.te · 

ntabi£·. sa sa 
rJo• 

Pal"ty 

Caate 

,sreer eta su 
mo. 

=as tee 

ntlusnce 

?t 

52 

2 

4 

20 

8 

0 

5 

.1 2 34 6 

0 0 40 12 9 

0 0 6 4 1 

0 0 3] 15 '? 

0 0 1 0 12 

0 0 2 2 0 

0 0 1 1 0 

1 2 3 4 5 

16 4 0 0 0 

4 4 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

5 0 0 0 0 

5 0 0 0 0 

Land 

1110 • 

1 2 

?t 0 

11 0 

52 0 

2 0 

4 0 

2 0 

0 6 

0 

0 0 

0 1 

0 0 

Occupation 

J 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

5 

1 I 3 
10 48 a 

1 9 1 

39 1 

0 0 Q 

4 0 0 

2 0 0 

1 2 3 

16 3 1 

2 ' 

0 0 0 

5 0 0 

5 0 0 

tc1tcatlon 

4 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4 

s 

' 
0 

0 

' 
0 

0 

s 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

ote1• For tho datal J.a of Numb ere g1vsn in the Columna of LMd,occUpaUon 6 £ciJcaUon aoo Table rJo.15. . . ~ 
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In tho village• tho table flo.16 ehotS• tbot tnostly all tha 

higher cmt'! people are otne~ a~lt1vstora. out ot 52 vlJ.lrQOI"s• 30 v1ll.agen 

aro l'ltdtflo la'ld Oldne:oa• 15 ~:1ch and ? landlord&. ttoaUy the people cat their 

lfOtea on the basla of ceate. Tner'a ~~Jere very t• v111GgSI'a 1n tho htghe 

coste uno""!VVtGd on the baste of influence and tntuition. only 4 out or . ' 

11,. •ero thosn v1llagera tfho voted m the basle of influence of others. 

Tw out of thetl tJare MckU.o landllt:ners 8')d 2 ~eca deb len.c:lotftGs:a. Thse 

lOtJor caate. mostly the people voted en the basls of ,_., and half of thea 

· uara lmd1eas and half of them had eomn lC!IId.- Thua. 2 etnQn9 the louer C(l)tGe• 

lllho ue aaatly lEndleaa. people glve tho!• votes en the beals of influence 

and intuition out of the eempJ.e of 20 peopl.o 5 WOJ"e fauna giving their votes 

on the bast a of Influence tAd 5 ot thDID cn 1ntuSt1on. AU. thG t.m ~· 

lendleaa. Ttws 1 twas found that moatly in the vJ.llEQe lsndlees l.Gble 

ceste people caste thGlr wtae on tte bsle t:n intuition and inflUence. 

tlhereas thlo t~as not the case t4 tb the ttigher cede&. 

As ~egardLng occupotlona. the Mgh£ casta people tno mostly 

engaged in the occupation of 0\lln.,. cultivator. out of the sample of ?t 

people. there was no v1Uagei'1J litho was qa9ad ln tho occupaUcn of 

agricultural lrj)o'2 u tradl titnsl occupatton. And ell tho h1.gh81' caate 

people cast their votea an tho basis of c•te• In the .lctd9'1' caste moatly 

the people ere ang~ed in agd.cultural labclu~ or -tnditional occupats.oru~. 

ttelf of them cost thaf.:v vots Q1 the baals of lntlumce and intUition• 

Those tllbo caat their vote on the boala ofparty. sa ooat.l.J engtged in 

agricultural labour and those who caet their votes on the btela of J.nfluGI'Ice 
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and .lntuttJ.on are mostly EngEQed in tl'adJ.tional accupat.lans. TN.e mesne 

higbeJ: tho caste, highEJl' the occupaU<Il and hi.ghe vatjng crito~1tt. 

Louea caste l011te occupa\J.Cfta end loue voting u.S.tena. 

In the CtlSo of £cltcat.ton mosUy tho h1ghu c•te people eM 

sducoted. l::lhereaa moetly tho lOIIIR cmto people ere unewcotett. The 

oaucated higher caste people cmt their votes en tho beals of caste. 

OnlY 6 peres:ne tltere found cut of the sample of 20• Who t1ere uneli.tcoted 

and ttJero fautU:I ces U.ng thelr votes on tho bosle o~ .tnfluence • ·J.ntuS. tf. on. 

tlehroes tho lcattter estes people~ who were mostly une«*..C3tod• half ot th• 

uaed to east thai~ votsa an tho basts of paYty and half of them an tho 

beals of 1ntluQ1Ce + 1ntultion. This shows that in the h1Qher es weU 

es the lower coates,. all the unottu::ated pSl'scna ceet thalr votes an 

the besle of' lntultlt~tal and influence. h!hwees moetly the educata:f 

people C:e'::lt thell' votea OJ the beele of casta e party. ln tl'lG 

highe ceatea. there 111era ttlX) peacna ~o had got h1ghor otiJcot!.f.l'l 

(According to 111Uage etenaar do) stated that they cast thcd.r votes at the 

bosla of pGJ>sonaltty. t:1he1'eas J»n the 1wa COGtes thtao 1#08 no 

peraon oasttng hio vote on tho bssia ot personality. Thia means that 

highly educated people cast thatr votes on tho bCGl~ of perconel.tty. It 

shOl:JG thot h.tghe~ ce1te people tJ1~h high socio-£conom1c otatuo, neve 

higher Voting Cri. teria uhoreaa lotaeJr coata pooplo w1th lwor socio• 

oconom.tc atatuo h()Ve loum: voting cd torle to eame ox tent. 
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. T.E~I tJo.1ZI q,,,,, c1oa •. earlx tsrm'Lf' ss»m. 
!!sty JdmuttcgJ;lan t a i:dt • II' M . I I I 1 zl 

UlshR cuba ' N I bll!ct 11 ... f r r o~sat!M • 11 .&suca.tJ.on • • 
No. ' 2 3 • 6 , 2 3 if 2 3 4 8 

.,, 0 0 40 22 9 ,, Q 0 10· 49 8 4 1 

r~on-Putl oe D D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 D 

tlSed< e 0 0 B 0 0 e 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 

Bader ate 19 0 0 6 12 t 19 0 0 2 ,. 2 t 0 

St~ong 44 0 0 26 10 e 44 0 0 0 34 6 :s , 
L0 t111£ cali!l , 2 3 4 5 ' 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 

20 1.6 4 0 0 0 0 e 12 16 3 1 0 0 

Nan-Pertlea 1 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 1 , 0 0 0 a 

l!eak 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Aoderate 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 4 2 0 0 0 

StJ:Ong a 4 0 D 0 0 0 6 6 tO , 1 0 0 

Notet• for detolls of numbara g:tven ln tho column of land, Oc:cupe:t1cn and tdUc:ation, afl& Trbla flo.15. 
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In thG village tho higher caste people are divided ln 

J.dent1ty!ng tho pert!es. tn the higha cmtea Jats ardatteched to 

the Lok- Oat and the Grohtl!ns to CorQmes(I) Party. There cas no 

poraon !n the uillao-c utltl could not 1dmtlry the parties md uho ttoo 

lcndloss. £uel'y higher casto vUlogOl' knOll! about tho paruoa. Only 

6 p&l'.eons tcMa found woak aupportors of party and they wore middle 

. class lertdOt:nors-. 19 weJ:e flledot"ato cupportal's of' putios md they 

taare mostly r:1ch landotnora. In tha hir,hc:;:o Co:JO 44 out of the cocple 

of ?1, uor:o fo tOed otmnc euroortero of partiec, mostly they tfero Jata 

t1ho 1:11aro ths strong sur.putero of Lok Oal Party. out or tttoso 44 

vflllago.ra. 26 uore middle claos loru:.Jounaro. 10 uer-e d.ch lendounoro 

end 8 uore blg lendlcads. Thus !t moons big lcndlordn wm-o strong 

suppor tors of port1ee. There t:Jno no b1g landounero t.tlo did no sur:port• 

oro tho porty.. thoreao f.n tho lOllter casto mostly the people are land-

loss md pooR. Y~t they aH found st!'Ong SU£."i'OJ:tora of partios. Out 

Of"ntho oaoplo of 20. 12 t:aro found strong euppor~ars of party, out 

of 12• 8 uoro lmdleso and 4 hcd como lend• 1 pGI'O!JI'l was taund non­

partlsoD met .olG3 lO'Idlaoo. 6 care found oodcroto cuppOl'to~a of 

party. Out of t:;nco oix uor:J l:.ru:lloeo. This cho:Js t:hllo 1n the high• 

cootoo b1o landormero coro found atrong t:iUt:;:.ortor of party. Jn tho 

louor cc:Jtco• even th!l l::ndlecs t::ara otl"ong oup;JQ't~ra of tho Pel'ty. 

In the case of coots. party 1dcnt1f.lc~ltlon and occupation 

all tho hJ.nhor caste people aro ongagad in the occupation or Gt.~~nar anl!t 

cult1v.at1 en. P.ootly, higher cesto p~le aro tho otrong euppoortars 
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~~:~ crHl culttv~c~. .lu pa7:_.!l>"'> 1.-l'l thlll tl!1P-3 caJto 033 f3Jnd a tar. 

p.ll"tlcco m:.l tr'?,;tQL;:,: L, lo:..,a o:;gup:t.t. cr.. ~..ttn:acs in etm l.Gam:.' casta 

~"l:Jt:r.t. r!O l3~Cl: cc:;~ .lo U."Qet.JCO in tho ooou,latL"Tl or o:m• md 

~J.tJ.~c.~.l!J o~ they oro (..lQa.J~ dO!ltlJ l.n egdcultut'al l~c.ur en::t ttld.~ 

t;ootat.'lcm::Jl om oc:;:J;:'lt!onn. yst thf.t¥ a:o ct...-cno cupp~~ ot p~ty. 

Ou\ ct t:J~ ~J&o a? s. '12 lru# cr.;.;to f®Plu am fo~ ~.·ep.n 

a.wo.r{;o::o of ~. Gut ot t:l.Ja!l 12• 6 t.ta::a Gr.!}:-YJ~ ln e,ad.cultufal 

lcl:ietm end <; l.'l t-'1~" t:-.'Jd:tt.an ll OC'tJV:::.ttm. C:.Jt of th:l 0 nocc;ato 

Uf'mej t;:mo. tho t.~.~~~= C.:73!;-'31. t:tlo ~ro ~~ c..::-;ut' cu.t'd.ua'"~o:-o CJ10 st.."''nQ 

cut.:>n::-t>P.o of ,;:::rcy. f't.::J l~c~ c::ct-"1 m:·t'l ~r e:1::;, rz~ cme::::l 1n 

c:::cup:;Ucn of t'~t:'t.c::...lb.:ral L-mott: a~ !n ~::"':!11 t:~d!.~!mol o:.·:u;::ttont~• 

:to ~o c.~o cf Et1Jcat1"11 in t~ ilf.gha.' ~to CltlStlJ 

tho p:.o:,Jla a::: ~~:.>:de(.:. C~y 1J pa:oms au~ ·:1! tho c~:>lo of ?t •• 
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mOS'ls aU uneducated ll1ere "'Sale au~auters or pa~ty. There uas no 

pe~son foUnd as non ca~Uaan md unecltcatad. t:::hereos ln lower ~te 

out or 12/20 strmg oupportere or P:ll!'tJ' 10 were unerueated. out or 

6/20 ~%derate t!UA:JOi-tero, 4 were moducoted. One puatn b!ea found 

l!JCok eupp:Ol'tor of pGJ:tY uho ttaa uneducated. One parem "'•• nt:n­

pa»Uoen t~~ho t~es also unocbcatl'd. Th1e ~B3flo that !n tho higher cestea• 

uneducated poreon were fgund 1110dc eur:;portsro of pcl!ty and odtcated 

poraone t:.r69E:!found ettong ·suppOrttX"e of pa~ty. This 1a not the case 

tJ1 th lot:J• cos. tea. oo all tha strong auppor t.crs of pa:rty !n tha lot~er 

coote er-e found uneciucated• 1 t fD!la'le ctsta, tducatt on nnd party 

1dont1ficat1oo aro not llnkod horn .. 

On the li2ho1e caste, cla• and pe:rty 1denUf1cnt1m iG 

linked in the caao of h1ghu caatee. but not in the coaa ot lObtaf' 

castes. 
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Itb!l: N~s1f.!! cgmte. C! p a A eoJAt&sa& Kng~lftSSI 

Pollt1ca1 Interest · 

Land Occupation Ewcat.ia. 

J!t..ant.r _cae,1o.a r~o .. .. 2 3 <4 . 6 1 2 3 , 2 3 4 5 

r~o. ?1 0 0 40 22 9 ?1 0 0 10 48 a 4 1 

tJone 3 0 0 ·3 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 

Low 11 0 0 a 3 0 11 0 0 5 G 0 0 0 

Aedl• 4? 0 0 2? 16 2 4? 0 0 2 39 4 2 0 

•· 
Hieh 10 0 0 2 , 1 10 0 0 0 3 4 2 1 

,. .. 

J:r.et:t R"-~·mtf:tl 1 2 a I 4 5 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 

t.ro. 20 1G 4 0 0 0 0 s '12 16 3 t a 0 

rJeme 11 10 1 0 0 0 0 2 9 11 0 0 0 0 

Lew 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 

Fiedtum 5 2 3 0 0 0 0 5 0 1 3 ., 0 0 

Nigh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 

rcJetea For tho detollo ., fJumbero o1von in tho columno ef Lend, Occupatim mdxts•d EdJcation GCG Table ~o.1S. 
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Ttt>lo r:o.13 shouo that in the vi llano hicflsr canto 

peoplo oro aoctly lcndcenors and thoy hnvo higher Polittcol knowlodgo .. 

The let.:or costo poplo sro londlecn .end they houo lot:~ political !ntorest. 

Tho higher ccoto p':D,lo ar3 lcndat::nera. In tho village tharo uas no 

hi;ho-r eaota person chc uas found lmr.tlom or had no pol!t1cal knooledge. 

11 po:rson§t:ho hed lotJ polittc::tl knco.:dodgo "'cro ciddlo e1 ass femora and 

3 ttero rich fo:oorc. Out 47/71 people tho had modl.um polltical 

knO!:Jlcdg3 tJOl'o rr_oou.JPJ mS.ddl.a claS3 fQ1'oet:a1 15 uare rich tara:ar-a and 

2 ttoro landlords. Thsce ~o.ho tlnvo high p~lJ. t1 cal knculodgo uare aosUy 

landlords. 

In ths la::Jz~ cesta, oosUy the peuple are lmdlass and 

hnvo got no po11Uca1 knOtJlodgo. 

In the case of Occup,tt.ons mainly ell h!ghor cestos are 

engaged in the oa:upat1on of oWJor t.nd cultivators_. Aoatly perccna 

engagod 1n tho occupation or OtinOI' l:f'ld culttvd;or havo got oduo 

polttlcal kn~lodge.. 4?/71 uero found having nediuo poWclal 

knO'!:Jlt.nJge. 10 had high poUUcol knO:'l Gdge, 11 hod 110!:1 poll tical 

knwled;)s. and 3 had no pol!Ucal knc:.Jlodgo at all. In the cess of 

lott~or CC&fss all the perso~e are lcndl oss end are enoa:1od ln tho 

trad1t1.cnel occupations. r-:oatly tho lower cnsto people t:Jora GTIDeQOd 

in tho1l" tradititt'!al occupation and hod no pollticel kna1liledgo a~ ell • 

Out .or 11/20 people chu had no polit1co1 knot~lecfge• 2 c.:m:e ongaged In 

ogl.".i.culturel labour and 9 1n tho!.r trnd1Uona1 occupatic:ns:• 5 out ot 

20 p&l'sone had ~edtum polltlcol kntlt:Jltidge md they uoro engaged 1n 

agricultural labour. Thlc ahOSllo that in the lo~w caste thoae uho hod 
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no pc11t1cal knO'.dletJgo ~o ong(Jled in thoi:r traditional occupat.lcne. 

Thoeo ~ho havo Oed1um poUtlcal knwledge a:re mgegod 1n Agrloultural 

laboUJ:, theJ."e wae no parson 1n lou~ cae.\o ~ho usa engagtld ln the 

occupat.t on ot owners m d cult! uator uho hoe high pollt1ca1. knou.ledgt:l. 

In tho case of $WC:at1on. mootl.y the sd.teat1ng pa:»ple havo 

oodl um political knoul edge. Th03o uho havo no poll t!Ctll knwl edge t10J!O 

found unaducatod. Ev::..n thll3e uhQ had low poli t\cal klif'tot:)led!}a ( 11/20), 

f? b?Oto unedUcctecs end 6 ~::era edJ cat ad upto Pd.oary atmc.lrm'd. Tho3e 

t.'ho had h1gh political kr:oulodgo had batter oducnti t:n else. Out of 47/71 

pooplo t:!ho hod IHd!um po!itiCll knOl:llodgo 2 were unottJcated, 39 t.JGI'O 

oducatod u,to priro~r one (cur u;Jt.1. middle, 2 uera high edHXJl pass. 

tJono uea unsducated, t:tho had high pol1 tical knollfleeioa. 3 

ttGI'e Ot!ucatod upto primary and 4 persona fliO:te cO-Jested upt:o oidcao cln=a, 

2 pGrcona 11ero H1~h acha)l pass and 1 u.as a grod.lata. ln tho lewer castes 

mosUy tho people t:tero enedJcGtod ond all hnd no polltted knot.tl.odgo. 

11/20 people t:tho had no poUU.cal knOt:Jledge, coro ell unerucatec:t. 4 

pel"eons had lot=~ polit!col knowledge and they t~ore cleo unectJcatcd. S 

psrcmo bad oed!um political knot·•ledga_. out of then 1 peraon t~es un­

od:JCEJt otS. 3 t:toro oct..~ en ted upto h pr1mery and 1 upto Aiddlo. Thus 1 t. 

o!1ows that thoeo t:hto had lOt.:Jer po1it1ccl tcnot:Jlodge aro unedUcated. 

On thu uholo tho coto, c!:Jon & f'lllt!col lc:noulcrJoo 1n tho 

u1Uogo 1a linked. 

'ID. (high eduC:Jtion io ooid et.::crointl to tho etS'lcln:>:'as of v.1Uafp 

educatiut. In ":;ho v1Uato •i1Dh cehrol pr:cs ozn is oon:$1Clol"jd 

highly ocuootou.) 
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,E.agonlgn sc!;\ '!i£X 
" ·-

Land Occupation £wcat1on .. 
1 2 3 4 6 1 2 .s 1 2 3 4 s - ..... - ._. ........... - ............................ - .... - .... -- ............. - .............. ·~ ............................... -......... .- ... ...., ..... .., .............. 

u_1 s.n e r f:!J'IS,.t$,!3 

71 0 0 40 22 9 11 0 0 to 49 0 4 1 

Inactlva 43 0 0 20 13 2 43 0 0 a 35 0 0 0 

SOClfJWhoti 22 0 0 12 a 1 22 0 0 2 f3 s 2 0 

very Activo 6 0 0 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 0 3 2 t 

lOt~lar Ceata ............ ~ ............... 
12 16 t 20 16 4 0 0 0 0 u 3 0 D 

InoctJ.ve 1? 15 2 a 0 0 0 5 12 16 , 0 0 0 

SDlilGt:Jhat 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 u 2 0 0 0 

Very octi ve 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 t 0 0 0 1 0 0 

IIJOtGI fo:t tho ctotai lo of rJutlbel'o g1vcn in eo1umne of Land, Ocoupati an end £ducat1 on eoo TEble No.15. 
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1U analysis !n t.fhla 19 dn:n.:o that in the vUle9o Kavlene 

vsry fC'.J pa;splo oro mgcnoo in the ca.""l;::'lf.nn act:!vity.. Both in the 

highor castes en.c leu~ costa@' aaJor1ty of poopla a~a fcund 1nacUvs. 

In the higho.r coots, aU tho peupls ero lmd/YJ.."n:lt's b~ mostly they Cl.'O 

rounct1nact!\le i.n CC!!lP~91 act:.vity. T:10eo t:Jho ~ero aooo tthat oeti\tO. 

we;.·u tiostly oid~le claas f>nrmorn. 6 pera~o ttars very activo and nll of 

them wore the lcru£!ord3 of the vill ega. Thct neans for bocomlng active in 

tho carnpai«J~ activq,.1-ono nr:u:fo h\ghor etatea uhich a:1o gats through land. 
h 

l n the la~or em to o:.,t of 17/20 tr.activG prn:"ccno, 15 uero landlogs end ,.. . . 

tw hes soos land. :no porecn ues vary activo in ma village in lot.~er 

ln tile field of oecupatlan all tho higher cast&e were 

cngEQnd in tho occupntion of' ooosr end OJltluator «.Vld oosUy tttay ~era 

inactive. 22 aut of 71 we~o found some Yhat activo t11d 6 rero fbund 

Vtl~Y actives. 1" tho lut:~cr Ca::)toe. the people we~e lmdlacs and engaged 

ln tho occupct1 e:~ of agrlwl tural labour m: trndl. ~1mnl eccupaU.ono. 

11/20 poroo~ ttoro 1necUvo J.n tho villose, 5 out of th::a t:cre cngE.Qcd 

in agricultur::ll oecupnt1ono. Thuo J.n ttw lcnaer caste l:tostly t.."to poop1e 

oro lmdlooc. ~nd 1ncautivo in coopaign cctivity.. In tho Viold of 

£au:.ot1m tho h1~!lor cos-te peopl3 aro mostly ad!Jcntod 3nt1 inactive tn 

ccnpaign acCivi ty. Out of 43/'71.1nactiuo people in car.pcl.gn oc:tlvi ty 8 

set! vo taoro all highly edl cete~. Cut of G very ectt. us people in the 
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CeBpa19'J activity. 3 uero edJcated upta P~taUo and 2 were educated 

upto fiJ.gh echaol end 1 t~ea e ~radusto. In tho lot~or castes mostly the 

pcoplo ara unoducoted and .t.nnctive in c~nig: activity. Dut of 17/20 

1nact1 ue people in eanpai~, e::ti vi ty, 16 ue:ra unoducatcrJ, rmo pcrccm 

ucn very actlvo tn cempaign act!v!ty end he t.'n:l aducntet:! upto ntddle• 

class. Thus it memo that louor clor;o pc:.1~o oro tmedJc::tod md 

inactiva in ccopoign aet!.vity. 

On tho uhole ue ca., ooy that 1n tho higher castes1 

Even if they .cro ll:moro cult1votors end ot:ucoted they are 1nactiue 

in campd.gn octivity,. Tho lo=or ctntas. they ·aro landlCtia md 

ong~ed tn trudiUonol occupations erJ unotlJcatod Md !nact!vo 1n 

cet~paign actl ui ty .. 
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lEla rJo1 2P! C,eatt1 ~:,&w A P~J&tiset la.GW9I'Si 

Poli!;i,co6 Influmco 
tl ..... b j 

uo. Lans Oa::upoticn £duoat1on 

1 2 3 4 s 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 

----------------------------------------------------------· H!!Jh£l£. c!W~e.i 
71 0 0 40 22 g 71 0 0 48 

->(·.• ::illlll:ii" II Ill ,.,.oillrillllll':~ 

~Jon a 9 0 0 ? 2 0 g 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 

aome 20 0 0 12 6 0 20 0 0 0 18 2 0 0 
_,_.,. ... ._ . • a 1 --

·---. -~ .. ;....-,. - I .. • -
,bOI# gr Cr.J.l?s 

I lfl I • "" 

20 16 4 0 0 0 0 a f2 1£i 3 1 0 Q 
.... .............. 

tJona 11 10 1 0 0 0 0 1 10 11 0 0 0 0 

-
Some 8 6 2 9 0 0 0 6 2 5 3 0 0 0 

Hioh f 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 a 

l'lotet ro:r tho doto11a or numbers givr.n 1n tl1a columo of land, occupat.tm and ooJcaUon oeo Td>lo uo.1n., 
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Tho teblo r:o.20 shou& thet in t! e village. mostly high coste .... 

paopla h3\IO pc!it.tce~ influU'lce. uu::: of 4'2/11 persona t~h:t conoider 

thcmseluos au poll ticoll y lnfluont!el, 21 of tht1D ttcmo lendmunerc. 

·lenalarce of tho villayr. Those 11ho oet-o non-fr:fluentinl (4/2tJ), aut 

of thS"' 'I ('Mora W.t..""!il a Clc3o farr...orc rr.d 2 uoro rich.. Out of 20/71, 
~·4'\, 

pocplo uho vor-.J aooc influential, 12 ~~!:O r ... 1 Gdl. cla·.c, G rich and 2 

politically non-int=.uant.tol end londlC.:l:J• tv..:ll thooc t.'ho uoro cond. ~cred 

como i.nflccntit".l, h:!d no land. t:r-.:.y 1/2C pcrc~:ns uaa found hi.ghly 

influonticl. nnd ho hocJ cor.o lt-'1d. Thuc in tr.o lot:cr CC!ltC'3 lend Utd 

political influe~~o 1c llnkao. 

!n the coca of o:cupat1on in tho higher casta. the poople 

era enryaged tn Otlfnsr ~d c:.~ltivetor and wt or tho 42/?1 people hod 

high pollt!cal 1nfluenco. t:horo Mas 1n tho lot!~ ceste MtJatly the people 

uor-o ongcgott in thd.r trsditio"1al C!JOUpHtlcnn £nd~U'Iey ~:~ore pol1Uoally 

non 1nnumt!~j· Only 1 parson ttoo e!1Qeood !n egr1eultural labour emu 

had ~igh poUticol f<no~t~lc-dge. TI'JO:)O lttlo uoro ccoo 1n<fluentiel (8/20) 6 

llfere cn~aged in e:;riculturnl lcbout: and 2 t!!ere ln trod1tia1& cooupaUa-.. 



This ef'latJs that meetly :t.n tho lot.rar Coote, PQOPlo sro engaged ln 

tt:acU.t1ausl ca occupaUanu end have no pol1t1cal influence. 

In the field of eCJcat1cn tho table 20 shOtJs tttet in the 

htgha~ caste those Who ore·sducated heva mora political influence 

and thotle lllho are t.moducatctl havs lees pol1t1col. 1nfluonco. Uut at 

9/71 non-!nfluent!~l peroons11 ell than oro unaducatad end out or , 
42/'11 h1gr.ly erucrotoo porsonn aU aro oducatod. 

In tho lOtJar cao tas. costly tho people .ewe unewcated and 

n:m influential. Cnly one poroon t::Joo ?ounc highlY influential and he 

linked to soma extent. 

On tho chole cugto, clcss and poUticoJ. influence is 

In Ind!e the .etrat1fi.cat1on Gyotc::J 1& c01oidur.Ja to bo 

Chc!"cctortzoo by otatus ou:-:notion. It !npl1os th~:t on~ cnato 

poation tiotmm1nzo and oubs.tcoa ono'o socio-ooonoalc ond poUUcal 

p~sit!on. Loto soc notot m1.."t!h otatuo au::notion aldoCo in tho village 

•• 
~~ tto villeg~ Orohrntnn o:cupy tho highect poc.t.tim 1n 

r1tu~l hiC"rt!rd"ty but occupy oc.cond rodtit.n io ooc!o-ooonon:'i.e 

hiore=:cny ond political !'1.f.crcrchy. Joto 01'3 fo:..:nd at tho top of SOcio-

Tho chang' in ·:ht: pCd.t$on of th:) other high c.:mt~s .t.s most 
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etrlking. Tho othe!' htghot- ceetea ltko Oanlee ero QtDtJng the hlghc 

ccstes. Ef'td li.:'hile their titunl position may be J.ouor to Srah.:nlne and 
'I 

Jets, they occupy 1ouer position in :loc1c-Qcar:on1c hierarchy thtn 

tho higher ccst::o. Still tha:tr posltic:'! in poU.ticol cphcro 1o just 

like thm. 

Thil la.:~ cootosccntJ.n&lq to Ot...;;upy e leu position ln tha 

eocio-cconnmtc hiGrnrchy, but m®3 up to occupy tho eama ~tllk as 

Oali&c occupying tot: poa.i.ti~1 in aucio-econamic oph~e. ::at•ov~ in 
f; ... c:l 

tho vi.Uo.go o.-:c .JOult, nOJb-or~.;Gl" vary J.ot.~ o:;otuo coctos o=on:ring f:ha 

brocelcr houncl:tr!oo a'1d occupying h1gh pooition !n oncio-:;cor.m:d.c 

oaJ or Clf.n&n:.\ '.ns: of th~ vill.noe society ue,t: axun1no.J. It trn::. foun:J 

that ccs";;o ctnt.uo docs not contr!buto to ~ol1tical orimteti ens. Thua 

CS!Jto otf'lfuo .t9 not necaroarU.y a eondl Um ia fo.r pol1t1C1zct1on. ,. 
I~ short if t:1o relat1cnch1p batt:teun CU3to otctuo end aod.o- ac.onom.tc 

otatuo ch.-.nnos. then tttatovar li ·~tle rcloti rJr.ohip c .. lsta !:lt:::tus haa 

t~1th po.l:.tical or1mtoUon tould also ch~go. ln t::md anolyoio, \!!G 

not c:honging at all. 1 t io the OSl'H3 eo h.11nt Uot=!Uo farrr.'l in hie 

utudy that ~ho non Bt-ehm.ina ccst'3s uero not nblo to cove up in the 
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U.nk.S in tho village. Hou3Var this overall pattern had to be 

qualified ln that t.lttJ.le:, both cla<Js on!1 poll tics have cpcnad up tha 

cesta-Clocs rolstlonshl~ Ia rclctlvaly stronger and more ccngrunaat 

then em t& politico relatlmahip • 

• ••• 

t9. tertia t1mea!s rcfe=od to es the timeo ,t I :-tdependenco 

of India. 

20. Seo BetoiUe Casta, ClaBO & PrAJOZ' • UpcJ.t. 



QIOPIW.VI 

Tho analyds h9tl no fer dealt \.'31th tho changing p~ofllc of 

oocial etratificr.tt.cn in Do!lorn tnd!o. This choptex- ottanpts to thot~J 

·the off oct Dernocrntic pal1t1ca on eac!aty, ceoea snd clocs. The 

ehnptor 1nclu~oo th~ chtngo ltl!ch ic C:JB'.imJ in tho villt;go ln ttla past 

thr ro decodes in the edr'".iniatrsUuo mncf'linory of tha v!ll cno, Psru:h)."'tt 

vtllloge LJtlr.JS"'t end 1 cadorch! P• l e a lao inc lucba tho g.t1ovcncos of the 

v!llnge pcnplo• ~hleh h.ovo sa:ordtng to tho villognrc arisen cf'tcr 

tho Otmcerot1c sot up. 

oyotco hod to cct th:: p· ca for ccc1a1 c'l~nt;.:. There W:J:l a gcnort\1 

ccnoonouo thot 1., tha Dottoro concern! t£ilt to tJ'1o fu:u::'.lmcnt.ol Vl'J.uoo of 

citizonclli, otntuc to oll, tha political cy~tcn could not ta!<c:1 ahcltor 

behind grawoUco booed on lack of' eociol :ooca neoo. Tho ccneUtutim 

docclrod Indio to be :l se::ulc.r, u~ccraUc Ri.Jpu!.>Uc1. I~ short the 

conot1 tuti en oot forth n gcnarel progror~:mo for "the rec:Mat:l'uction of 

lndien society# a corl.':lltoont to tho roplc.ccncnt of ascribed etntUD by 

voluntery off!liot1on, on e::npharJ.o en the integrity and eutortony of 

grct.1p3 tJithln aocioty, and e u1thdrat1el of r3lk-ctrderlng ao:::ng groupe.2 

2.- Sea flal:!< ti!llantert Llmnnin<J J.ooal concepts of castoo, etrur:b.Jro 

and dlc~go in lntiio., oocie~y od. by Sl.ngor tnrl e Cohn., 

(Chicago: Lniuoroi t.y r::.uu of Chicago Prow, 1968) 
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t:..'lila tho emetib.Jt1on prcblbited any dt8Cl'11'l11nat1on to 

the bacto of c~to, it ::uthor!no!.l unicn t:~toto Covts. to ce1<o SJ:~Od:ol 

provieiono i'o1· tho !;:1£.1Zu~,ab.t:Ut;t UT:touchobla tribalo and bo.d<wnrd 

of' tho society h,:w cone to b:J vor!;tcuilY doccribcd en 'protective' 

'poeitiar 1 or 'p::~ro:oiuo' d1ocrin!noticn '. In !J.~crt:cnca ti th thio 

nr.; rct;orvad for :.mtouctu;blun .:!'tel tribole i 1 Parli:.r.ent end State 

OanocratJ.c polltlca hcs h:t=! its ot'fcct of v111ago lifo. 

The oxtnc1oo of democr-acy to th~ vill ago hed 1 te otr.n 

rc,orrusoims m the existing soc!el relotlcnsh!pn ln general end on 

nomolly Ql'.) t.d.th a domacretlc poUty, the influcneo or un1v~eol adult 

ouffOl'a~a, noraovor tho 1r:1lcenco oe ol.e.:t1ona m tho PGnch"yat uee, ,, 

portieularly too~rds tho rsardaring of pa11t1ca-Olectoral rolattlonshlpe. 

Jn tho vi.Uaga one of th.l c:;rviving r:::nbers of th:: old 

p::lflchayoto utro u~ 1n his .:~! ,h tics lcakc j boe'-< to the t;ood old cloys 
• •• 

t::hero thoro ttaa he~r.nny en,j the mqucot.ir:nod acccpt.cncc of ~c *rG:llf 
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leatlurs uf tile villago., Tho pl'u-daaocratic pcnchayat hed fivo or e1x 

r.~a.)bo~a and t~Jos I'1W811DX»• resided over by one QJIS ~>'.an,. who served aa 

tho cain sdminlsta-otivu link betuoon the v.tllcgo end. th:l otttto. The 

nos.tstc:nt colloctot of the erca inuar.:.f'blo n®inatOtl pro.cticclly ell 

ito roc.:boro en tha ba6io cf tho ccote, fa-:J.ly mtatuo, er;.:,"l~C b3ek­

ground, ega otc. It norooll y parrormod ad:,;inistrotive functlcnn on . 

bct>olf of tho ~tete f.iouJmm:nt. It rnd.ntainod rocord~ of lend, 

bir 'Jdl• docth:l, o.orriagos etc. It alt:D GU!JO:v1aod the ccnstruct.lon 

of roc.de, tmt~o c:1ct uollo. Tho r.;;lndlcy.:.;t undarlook relief O!lasureo 

t:Jht:n evor flood cauooCJ d~~3o. Su.:h relief oens,;roo uare oluoyD 

undsrt~on a~ tho 1notanca or tho :;t3'&:.J '.iovamoent. The ptflchayat 

reflected 1.ra the poUtiC::ll fiold \he a...-c:eptJ11CO of a d::'CtJlY 

EV'ltrcnc:hocJ sociol hicror=tiy u!th pd.vilc£03 r~tricta:s to tho f01. 

It t'ZJ~ir.ad rom=.r::c.blf frco f'roo cnsto conflicts and r1volr1cn &oeJdt)g 

to express thcnoclvcs pol1Ucal.ly, ao t.:cs tha esse aftsr the a~·r1val 

of duaocracy~ :lo one aop!teo fer a place highar than uhat t#,as 

uarr·ented by hi3 u:.n status. It h~d ocU'lin~ and :d{flificanca only 

ror ttloeo uho uare e~nor..icaUy ~:~oll oft' or sociruly uoll plocod. 

The chr:,gn !n tho ettitud3 of v!!lagors to nG1bO"r"sh.lp 

ir: tnc ponchoynt, it look?, VFS tuo folrt. C:lr6 6ho ono ham1, tha · 

qusotia.., of mombcrohip of tha ~"'indlay!'lt t:tra ine::-oaoi:l£1Y netting 

divorced from tho fact of one•3 ooc!al rru:i economic position. Dn the 

othm hand. tdth fon!llas, l<1n gl'OUps and caste qroupe ths uaiting 

h~ CWte'a tum to attain poUt!cal iGpor tmco s~mad to be dacllng. 

Tho ya.mger oum uithin cost of tho eod.rtl grOtJps became impstiGnt. 

for leoan.'ehip• 31d 1 t gave lise to aoco:ir.ladcting querro.ls md un-
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ploasent rivalries. 

Oen:oerocy 1n short 1nsp1rod politiCal (\mbi tim tn e 1:1J.der 

ronoo or leedsro mtl furnished them \d.th nouer auenuan to roe11ze 

tt • l t hod cruaed fercont 1n the relet! onsh ip twtblson 9 rou P9t 

bctucon lwodaro me! bott::'cen noobfn'e, ell of which hod fur-reaching 

conaoqumc:Js. 

Jr.E..PJr!L'HAYI\T AC.T. or 't9§.~ r~u1ring of pondloyots to bo 

elcctac on the bnao of univercnl odlll t ouffJrago t'3ot! io,lonentotS in 

tho v1llege towards the md of the otmo Y"-"ttr• thile tho COM1nQ of n 

elnctcd ponchayrt s1!J"l1tied e greet stCJl for't:.1ord in the p'>l1t1ca1 field• 

1~ cams as on o'J:...rd:.Jo mo.:':lure pcrtleulerly in o villoQo like Kevlena 

wt-ora Jato nro .ir; ::lnj:.Jr!ty. II villcno ht:d d::ma 1oprtme1uo davelopments • 

ir.econetJtc end cduc:-tional fiolds. Siaultona!JUclY tho amphosie an 

orucntion incrocsad c':lcmg J):laetically all cc-~teo (oxcq,t tho untouchable 

cestou). Tna t.ulk of cor.:- ut"lro. uh!l fcrn~~ly uo~CCI oo cr:1ftsmon end 

oooooool lancu.aco le:J::urers bccJcn to h vo at::~y inen:n03. 

Cut of :lll tho c::ctcs Brehrnin~• ,-;:t::J Julntl~ cot~ ot:1rtqa 

tckJ.ng the oc.d.r:uo ocu~';;tJ .:o cf ir:croc:.:ing c• .. ;>lO~'ir.C=<t appo:-tun1t1os 

ln t."la to!.:~n. Th .... Jot~ on tho otho:;;:' hcnct t..c.:o cconOd.coJ.lY u~ off 

a: d t:..oro not und...r o:;y great cc.;;ncr.ti c pr:::ecu::~ to lt:oh tor job:l ln 

th~ to-n• F1n,a.Uy thJ .luleha cc.ote ooco mt'xin:u::l uoo of job C:JPortunitLca 

cro.JtctJ by tho ir:~::tiialiY.at1 m • 
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In the 1952• bfhm the monbcrc of the pancheyat had tG 

be olectcct. tho pmple of the vJ.Uog: ooto knit together 1n :nutuolly 

mtclualva oocial groupo OVal for their pull tics. Tho 1ntrocllctlon 

of dGOccr:~.cy in tho uilJ,ego completod var1.u.ts ,loadOl"o tJho ttere 

aspil'ing to bacomo cambtll!o,. to go in saor-ch of thd. r O:Jn cas to . 
su~ort. Cono-,qilontly, divtoion of groups on the bac!e or kinship 

booan to rancct it:Jelf' in viUogtJ politico. 

Tho net.tly cloctc:.:s pmchoyct had 4 Brahmins, O'ld t Jat 

mrnbors. Aa tho jots tJot'o in majel.i. ty, a jat bcccmo tho narponch. 

Tho ouddcn !ncroooo in jet mtr.bel'ohip act~ ea o otir.tuluo to t.,..ot~ 

own 1nt~ost in v.tllago politico.. Thuo 1~ looko that e..orlier ln the 

firot olccuc-.o 04'eh!:lino wore scci.Jlly tho C::oo!.ncnt ccsto in the 

village. Jo~s ~;;avo aconomi.Cnlly ttoll o?f' wh::m t.hcy come in Pmchayat 

th oy uoro convinco:J to raise tholr otatus. In opito of ths ainorl ty 

in tho p:tnchayot, tho nrohr:dno c::n tinuG;l to treat pmd'\eyet aa their 

ot.n trod.timcl rr-ooc:!:'uo. Tho jato uorc not tl:km eeriouoly by tha 

Brohmlno. 

Thuo uhilo Ornhdno uore the troditlc:nal ruling groups 1n ,tho 

uillcg~ ! t uas c::ly undar dc:nocracy thd: tho Jots could think of tho 

pocoib1l1ty of Cc:"'ltro!ling tho ponchoyot. The tHihot:riyco under 

delocrc::y b~c~ c politicul groups ~:;!th t:!ofinit:o poll ticol 

object! vco. 
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FDi' Jets a political loncr.n:chip ~rend ot'rln c.ftor tho 

first elected pmchayat Cf'Jlo !nto oxiotmco. A~·tor th!!l, 1n tt.ll 

the 1 pandl~y"ltea U!)tO 1976 pondlcy'1t-, J::tt~ did ~ot loso thd.z: 

stotuo of poHt1c:..:1. l•J:::Cnrahipo. r.u th:J ~cr,:.•"tchc in all tho 

penchayats wel:'o jots. Jratutino tJn th 1 othr.•r h:t"td cur o.od d-::nncra!:y • 

f-o.r hAvi~g bt'Cll.·!ht ::!lout polit5 t::""l ch.,.,C1':l :::.1'1= fn:r hovir:g t:'ICCUrtqcd 

village Cc;.;ucrocy. 

ThG< nUflOrit:nl p.rinciplo introducsd by d.Jalcracy be& inter­

prated by a pc:c:Jlir . .: re:::=.ncr. To th::m it did :lot r.:rcn a t.ojl.it'ity 

~:ulu but o c.Jj m.:! t~t c.or;;; .. u:U.ty rule. The ro.;jcc;;;i•n of th~ lcttor 

cp ::;cially o~tc-.: ~i1c 4th p.:11 cltQy.ot ol::c-:.1 en. Lh:.:n t. oy to. oro Jtt:~ 

turnoa cut of ~~fficJ• t:.!tH1 tro:;tod by th;.;:t'! not cs a f-:iluro o7 their 

st.ratcgy• but .. ~n i plt:.-o~-,tall on of the. a:nocro1:}' th.:oocratic 

pr-inci pl o. 

f;~chqynt o? 197QA,- In tho Uillogo ~he lotoot el:rct.t.=:ns to 

tho panch~yat '::J3l'O hold in .Jcrtu:::cy, 197S. At !)rosant there are 8 

CJer.'tllcrs in tho v1l1Jga panehoyat. out of tho S mCPbato only S are 

olocto.ct. 2 tll$Jbe!'o :1re from cchad.Jlod castE:.~ me.; anrJ .ts a land 

mcnbcrs. Out of 5 'llaet:Jel nr.~b~ra. on:l le a So.'l!'pt:nch t'hit is elactoo 

diroctly c:nd tho ot:1er fuur t'..l"El froo 2 cl1ftcral t ccntrs. Tho 

picture of cmto and clon:3 of' tho 81Uago fl:lnchayat a:tmbero is gS.vGn 

bela-'t 
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s.roo. flame of tha PEJ'lthoyct Caste Lmd ounod 
f:(JIIbcrs (claoa) 

1. Chendcr Singh Jat 55 AcreD 

(sorptrld1 } 

2. Ra:~ Stta;:up Jot 25 Ac:ras 

J. nurnan ~st 20 Acres 

4. Ronal. an J lt 22 ncrac 

s. Chanacgi ftl.!r:~r rlor.-cult:ivotor 

6. Ph'JO 1 Sir:C!l t:orij(t.., 320 Yards 
(ChZilor ) 

?,. Chnndo~ Loti jan 320 V-:.r::b 
(t;h~~ ) 

e. Doyn ttnur Jat 20 :\cres 
t ody f'lrc:Jb~ 

........... • .. fktt 

Thus the ta!Jlf'l dlouo thot tho Jot coiJcro mo in !i13jOrl ty 

w in tho v!J.lage pS'lchayat. Populatiw"l t.!1cu u.L;o jnte oro hcjority. flora-

All ths ma::·toro o~ccpt sct)ocu!ed Co::ltco oro t.'to staunch 

cupportoro or thn Scr~:::nch. Tha !3orp"lr ch callo onl~ tho~o mc!'1!J~o 1n the 

neot!nu. llf.'lon ho lH 01:10 uill our>POl:t r'lit1'~ ttuv cv:.:m d.ttt:ut calling tho 
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tslth Cham- a~embaro of ponchuyot the S~ponch told thet tney do not 

novo my :.tatus or m:t1:1 in t.,_,e v!Ua;e Panehoyot. One ur the t:homot 

ms:Jbe1'o oatct, t411Jo CURJort hirn but ho ( SO!"pmch) doos not dO En ythlng 

for uo or for cur corrnunlty. tJ~ look, our Ch::upal io 1ncamplate oJ.nce 

1t uas mncta, but t::!:o earoo,. !.;;o htrJ:> t.:lkect t'l tha Ss=pmch many t!mea 

but ho does not c-:1ro to~ 1 tu. 

The) net' e:nad.·~sneoo uhieh tho l.:lt~or crutos hauo at pl'Jc.ant 

·is that all these or!cuances uere narl'otco to us tn tho pr.JoEnco of the 

· Sarpanch end thm mall qucrrol c~tod bo·t~::.-:Jn tha So:tpcnch md the 

Chcnor Flc."ilbetto and thus tha Sarp,nch got ane:ry and t1o tOld ua that• "the 

govcmm3nt h3o fs,rou:od the odlewled caa tas tm much r:.nd this is the 

only rcas:tn thy th::ne potty peoplo q3ad< b.;fora o big ut:n. Thoy dO not 

knotJ hot:l to tclk •. .tth big pc:lple.n Thu.a it Cloens thot thcn::;;r aro not 

satisfied oven S.f Ul:J Qt:>vernrrr&:lt h.:13 11van thou t:Sly p:rivilo~::.ts end 

·a chenca to bo in tho vlUego panthayat. 

Th:3 Ul.>le 21 6hnt1s that the lS'ltl ie no~ the ccnd.d~a'G!.cn in 

the v!ll e!Je f)r'.nehayat b:-c ::lJSa tho Kumhar ll'H:Pbar io a lcndl. eso lebourel'. 

£Jut 1 t to trun thuJ: the Sa:- p:sncn alnJa}'A comes f-Ill tho t1El:U t~ else. 

~-t19 .. of .L~ Th9 !5orp:- tt:h h..lo n v :n:y i~port.::."'lt rol::J to play 

in tho uillo;Ja tJ.Jl~.tic:c cr.~ c::oncmy. H~ i~ :;he 1:nt< biJt"..:.'O~i tho EQVt. 

out.hoi"itloo r.:nd villt;JR'r;... Th:J rn" :!~ajj.::r :.Cld u~J thrrt:, "m:::>:>tly tho 

S&!:!J_.i;Ch end [Cf!r,t jr.:in htriJ to_J:ri:hr;;r ·in t!;c ir·;:l::.~P"'f:ntit:!'l of' gavt. 

Jlr09I'!l::.r.JCO. x~ thio j)t'Ct:CSG r:aoztl.IH.:-:1 C1o fuM-:c .:r-~ not properly for the 

lo11.cr clooo peoplo end louar c:.'l!:!:-.slouol$ t1<:1 no:; {.P~ r:uch ct:vantago cut 

()f ittt. 
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One auoh case cama up fro.a the villago in 1967 but pemapa 

it could not be eubata."lt!nliocd. S'ld hcru:~ !t. was l!3ithdrnt.:n llftnr 

polt tical interftU'eru;e. 

Tho !lDO J!'1ojjnr told uo that cOL:'!lunity dovolopment prograsoa 

could bseor::o ou~.:coesful only it thGrc 1o no poll ticnl tntwferonce fi'Gll 

outoitto. 

UW:in., th:J intc.trviou \.,ith v1lla!J·;rn i.t. uoo t·<nO'.:IO that Sorpench 

.ts a vary ir.Jportant figul'o in the vil~oge. Lhm ol..:tcticno a~o hold h.la 

positic.n bucouon nor-o 1tlport1Jl~. t:.vuy c~,.ndiduta ~wachm the 

Sarp&nch to get m~timum votes. Tnu ti..a.·prr.ch exe..:cJ.sod his influence 

ovor the poroung in tho village>. TtlatJ t.~~.:t;,; a fo:.J v.illanc:c uho told 

UD tha~ thoy CS3t uotca in fau:.H£:: or purcma I'O:Ui:::-JOildCd by the 

Sarpench. The csrpench coUld coll uct funds ft:om villog.:u:a end that ia 

tho only rowan Ltty tho llorpatch b...;con:on only the parson whn lo 

intolligcnt, peuGrful and inrl uentiol. somo villag:J:c told that the 

';arpcnch elao·mlsuoes tho r.u:r.'JY• ac ol< 0~'3 COJ.lc::tn fun::b from the 

v5ll~ .. varo fm.· r.rrformt pt'ogr~<:rJtm but nono !t;1o:.:s Lt~~ t.!'ler.:oney goes. 

Tho ~arpc;1Ch c,-;ii_;. that tl.1 hoo to oo S.t b3ca.: ::o gou.;mr::..:nt does not givo 

nnyt:.in;:~ to h!:;1 fo .. · -:;h.; c;:'lto=ta.inr:mn\; ~r i;Lr,'o G"'d oth:Jr political 

l:J:l:!::ro ::::c.: It: he~ tL..scfure to col.l::.:zt fLnd:> t:> o~st c.uch oxpcndituro. 

H c ol:30 '•1Lnti ~·:"H~ lock of C.JOptJrat1 en ~nt) tho p!lncheyot mer.Jbit'a, 

Lithout wt:ich no fu;1 ::a e'£'e .uJ.ottnd thu;, ;na lotJer louol could not got 

I!"HCh hdnof!t. 

J1t ttu t1t::c of rn~pench•g :1lnct..;:o:1, tho:.·o uol:u 4 c::ndtdatas 

cmtentia~ tho ;loc;;1o.,. 2 ..;orJ j<Its, o:-t.J ucs Urol.rn1n u:nJ one t~~aa KUIIhar. 
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lbis ehO\da that no louR ah caste membero aven try to atd'ld fOJ' the 

contest. That. a:lSne the cmdidcte sha.rld be ct' a hS.gher caste tftd 

h!ghe:- c1o.es. 

Tt:e.t"o thu:c ucro tho frnrk cr.i ';icc of tho pcnchayat end 1 to 

Glotllbero c::Hmg tt.o auc.rr:ga uillntarc. fot: thorn tho f'rL'Qutnt squabblea 

end bickcrirt:JS u :IOI'llJ the ncmbcr:o of the p::nchoynt ttoro prooV of' ito 

usclust;nc:::o. they claiacd ~hU.: ncno of ito ncr;:lt:l'O cmtcd to o~va the 

v1llago tut oercly occupied a place of hcnCJJr end that fa.:~ t L'f.th 

othore. Tiloy alno ftJ.t thot t:.:J pcnchayot :.culd hcvo dme o lot of 

userul cork but rot' ito l3ZY• eclf-s_,J,inc. quc:rclcor.to o.1d :incompotmt 

ID::Jcboro. u:~:. i' Aua~c; to c.oo p:;r c.t o 1 S. tt; ono C'"~ ~khs: • 

Alth~ugh villog3rs thin~< thct tho !::lea of having loeal panchayata 

1nitiat::> cnc uo:-k for ':h3 uplift of thoir ccmuntty J.s b:JSica.Uy Q 

o grod ide-o but 1t 1~ .nnt barking rightly. t!htn QS'.<ad *what the 

panm:ayat han ticno for thorfl 1 t eo!l onlyntho :Jat coumun:i.ty whl said 

that thg fJS'1Chayot hoo dQ'to omoth1ng fcur tbe vil.lago. Uthcru.tae ••• 

avory coo to e~a thot Patchf,ynt le of no u:;o fa: th Sl. t:othino but. 

ccusos fighto 1J:..tween ua. n1 t 1& not good b.Jl:OJaa it produces 

aolf1nhnua.ztt. '·Tho Sarp:;:t~:.:h is cllignocJ utth big 001 (politicians) 

t3ha t ttill ho Q fot' usn • 

Or.o of the uillc~cn;c, eho ttlo:.l n adiaol toocfl3:r told that old 

eyctem eas batter to olcct th"l Sorpandh Th:Jre uns no rueh to occupy 

tho poci time. ..IU'i: tl)oao G:cyo thu--o 1o ccr:~!Jt!tion for my por.t. 1n the 

village. It 1o tha cl::cticn =vcton chich h:1o !.nzod.n:orl oolpracticea 

a~,r: GV11 I:JOYth 'i'hun there ic cv::ry pcJ:ibilit:cn for tho llfrong man to 

uin. All th:..cc r::oticn:l fig;lt;; Gtd murt c:;:;c:lc ar9 not~J.ng hut the 
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menlrost.ation of' their conn!ct. Thus the olc..>cttms sro responsible 

for tho lntcn:li ficoti. en of party rt v::llry. 

tho ehd<o up of ·:.:he age-old otrut: t.uzo of ito mc:dJers cn:l the brJ. ncing 

!n of younger OCJ'l from tJI"cct.ically all Ltto c.nt'J3 that t~uro rcp.reomtod 

in it 1 but it eloo b:~out•ht saut a bifurcatf. an in tilo ooclul and poUtical 

continuod t.:J b3 in t.ho hr:,ndo of the older r:un, tho pollticd lcoc::~-

roaltlont;hip t..itit ~hwr roll :;n.:::::!l :::;'1 c ucir.J dirr ~r .. :nt toulo f'o~ echiov1ng 

tt'l.:xi:t politicul otljcct."\ voo. 

Info:m31 yn3tfc:r<:hin in +hn ui ~\~Uil tiur1e1 li?u !c to our 
we 1 -... -~-M I IlL W .:.:. 1Sf~ 

loaderehip no dot.tbt, v..a-il!Z) in each cf Incl.to•o :;,sa.ooo v1Uanas, and 

it lo uery difficult to gcr:oraazo 7r:o!l ono 01' tuo exi)Crimce but 

tho~e ot'e simil3I'itlee ln cur uillcgo to 'Jnclllu u~ to nota cs:-tain 

goncrol tra.do. Thv..-e oro sovcrcl uuyo of ic.~:-.tiry!ng local leaders. 

The::" nro diffu!!'mt cooto sm~.,s in uJll-goo. Thu!l:J :::::oto lettders are 



on d. tuels-• rtprr-smttng tho cmto 1n the v111ooo crunc!lo etc. 

t n v ill ago ~ .svlatul, ,ueh pa~tnns could be eZJn in ltMch each ens ta 

09 tthom !n tha tdllo g!.VGl b3J.CJl;.51 

-
s.;:o. 11~c l:lljher canto Lot:rer co:~ to 

-
o. Uhar .. "li Orchr:ln -
2. ~heron ..J4..:S -do - -
"!> Ch:tntt::r ~inJ:l J."!t -"""• 
4. Jcot :.;ir.Jh -c: - -
5. Uh:.Jp ~i:tg:J -!.!.> - -
6. hcJ S~.C!:U~ -d.:l - -
7. Gucg :;,., -do • -
a. Ctbn::.!::r :at -~- Chut~ha 

~. i:CPtJcl Ctiurha 

10. r.,J ~-HJl ~ir.·Jh et-urha 

11. Phcr~l Si""'~:-. L'hQ!'lk71" 

12. l\£.Ul t:hooal! 

Thuo 1n ~ho u1llege Ksvlcna, theoe l03d3rs usre found. Ap~t 



• 140 ' 

decio1cnn. IR tr.a l~or caste grJUP• the 5 leaders aJ."a tbe masters of 

tho g:-:>up h;Jt c:}cl.n ao eo~porea to f'41Jhtt ecsto lG:ldero, thvi::: a~tU3 

ls vc11f lOtl. Tneugh o oh::ngo !a tt:~r:! in tho villagOlk, that theso 

atill they got no better re::ulto. 

rnrJ:sn c tJi:l'l big in i{aulana fox· each CZ'3te t'k':\!.1 itn cr n such rcpre:):::ntoti ve. 

villoge uiao poli:tlcol erano. 

Tcj.::y th:Jr.J "".rc c::no tut they don •t ~or.~r~nd th3 
• 

coi • .:;·rur•lty nf:"oirc. ~uch lL;~d 11:.3 ar:. rot.:niJ to opc:-d•a in dif, arc:"lt 

tuJ~ cf tho oi!Cl.c!alo ~ha v!nit ths u1llcno. They pnrUc~l3rly cot'tl 

into centsct uith oft!cialo of' tho roVO'iUC'• c:;:r!r.: ·1·-:;u o c:.,d poUco 
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dcr•ll' ti!'Ci'\te. Thoir otti tudn to trto adr.Jinia.t.tct.~ ve n~chinOl'Y 

t1e9 largely bf:'nod en th.:-...ir rc:;ct1..:nc to tho of'f!d.als of tt1.:ne 

d op.ar ~on ts. 

r: a~rly c..;v :~yono 1.1 the uill au a WED a r~tloes critic ot 

tho ed::liniotrd.;J.v~ o ... cninery. S!ltlO ocvelopi:Cnt projects. ab::x.tt hlh1ch 

thay had hoard from 'Jis1tlng politic:icns md off'ici~l:l or had 

read abCtJt in t:ogional nowspupero uore. thoy atimittaJ• toto tho gcodl!t 

of ttHJ !JCOpln. aut tho poll tici.ons md odr:.liniatr..1tors. for the 

ot::n eel fie.~ ro sons bad ot thsr dsl eyed t:"\ oo or had. ecb ezzoled the 

fends c~nt fo..: tho~ or had t:::J.arl to bmvfit their ralotivoa md 

f'risndo. sU .... i. :lthcr th ot.ghts that tha 'big, big achcr:u:m' had 

oxisted on p.:.J>ur only, and thu~ en;:t, l:l.~nistt..t Ol' officiol had to 

teU tllo p~opl.J thot ho t.Jos G~.ng o gr~et d~ t·or thc.o and 

thareforc, rovo proo1oos '-lhich hu hvt1 no intClsi on of t'ulf1U1ng. 

The ed tic1sfl bocmo MOre cp od. t•rc on th::> d~::!rtmm t nf 

e:>ricclturo. Thoy :.aid thnt th~o off'1c-.i lJ.l.s wo~u nuvor f"ttmora 

th.wsolvaa. Thei'!:'o t~Ja,o a b<Jot;!sh knot:.iledga. Tho :iVCi:'3~e 

cg:-icuJ.tt:rol o. ficin! 9<'VO tho:..r uuvicn Lhich ucn o..\.U)I end htrm­

ful. trc c::fu.ir._a t;:;: v-lllur..r:rn t.o uoo t'!:~tiliZct'3,. but ho Qid not 

tt.:l1 th:.r:: to 1....>t. t,;;I~r-a t...o\:ct-. The J:oault uca f.h..1t plc::..-,ta ~.led up. 

l.io every p~.:~.L 10:; end ad\Jlcory tdk or~1oy;3u thil v1llagoro. 

Tho villcn~c ue!'s equally cr! tJ.col of th:1 pollee d:Jpertmont. 

Accot-dino to tL:.zn, th::) p~l1co u~s not int..;ro:lt~ in ;>rovc:nting o~: 

in br1 ngir.l) ti1o c~t-:d.ncla to L!lol~ but O:"lly in :.ta!dng ooncy.. The 

~oo tlcggoro uur -. qui~c u~l kno:.:; :::l th..; p:JUco. lnstc:~o of 
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preyenUng them from dletlll1ng the 11l.lclt llquor, tho poltce 

mo1:el y 88« ed them to give a cut tr they tt1eheo to oarry on the 

bualness. The lgte!l cetsa (vletae) people .,.., BIOl'a Cd.cU.cal or 

the po.Uce dopartmant. They sold, •Pollee bare logon k1 hal, 

Haaarl kno auntha hat• (Po.UCe ta also aligned l:lith highGr people 

Who ltotane to us) Ono o7 tho persons from e louer caatoa to11t ua 

the etDzr ot a dea1b of a d!a111ar girl by higher ceata people. He 

eald thot a Jat landotlner•s lund waa thea tn that cse, llf)o wanted 

to tdce a revmge troa tho glrl•a father. Thus one day on 23rd 

Play. 1900 the tbat~ar'a daughter uos f'ound burning 1n flftJ ln the 

fields of the village. Thla was done only by that Jat landowners. 

The pollee cama but the ,Jat 1endDtllner gave money to the pollee 

and the case Iliac t4thd1'am. n0 act.t.on waa tdcen end .tt flfea oald 

that juat to take revEnge fl4 the old rl valry bebfaon the chamar and the 

landOtmu, the duaar had bumt his daught.-1 W.o had diad 4 day& 

b oforo tba lnc1 dent. 

On this the incident, the higher o.estea ate blemlng tha 

lot~or- cestes end l.Ottft castee are llll!lk blaming the highs- oestoa .• 

LOtter cstee aay that tn thla govt•a rulaa ono could get etJay ttlth 

murdel'• provided ens pel.d tha pollee. t:Shen the GOO lltld the SD:Il 

uue odted about th!ta ceo•• they t'avom:ed the td.ghar castes .and 

eatcf that lt \Ilea only the pollee "*to maintained peace 1n the 

vlUago othert#1se. there could be a hot competi.Uon of ti.Qhte 

be~ ttlghe caste tl"d the lou~ caatea. - It vaa only tba dia­

eotlsf'ection or lCiblet- caatao,. that theae type or acts ai"O dane by 

them. 
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The v1Uege~s spoke with U. utter d1891J&t ebout the elat 

and cr.HibarGOme edJWstrettve proeedwea at the Slack level.• Moat 

of them f;old that they never pay vle1t to the Block Develap:ment Of'f1ca 

beceuse no one took the vlllagua aed.ouat.y. Petty clol'ka took r• tGD 

long to present thalr papera to the ofrlct.ela ror ttud.r docf.sicna. They 

too expected to be pof.d bara:re the f!laa could mcwo from orm desk to 

another. The v!llagora dld not like the wOl"king of men end tttOman 

together 1n the of'flce. According to them 1t was bound to slOtS dovn the 

pace of wrk. 

The imago of the edmlnlstratl vo machlnezy as a em through 

the eyoe of the v11lagera ,ues onythlns but daslrd>le. They grumbled and 

camplal.ned abaut var 1ous tblnge. Behind the1J.> grumble& met conplalnta 

there l:Je$ 8 gl'Olltlng at:'arenen& the\ the adlllnietratora I:Lt8r8 auppoaed to 

serve the peop1e. A fete years ago, they ttacs quit ely ecc epted t.Jhatavor 

t~as given to thom. This attareneas ls egaln the result of the eserging 

grouplsm. The omcgernce tt parties ln the v1UE;Ge has given thom a chance' 

to ...,._.. compete amang themselves. Jat want to compete 14th Gtetualna 

anu B!'ahmine wmt to compete with Jata and the h!ghar costae t.1Eiftt to 

compete with the l0t:181' cestea S'ld the lotJu cute .._ th hlghe ceot••-

Thua now they have atartet1 complaining end heal taUngly dan endlng 

verioua things. 

UOPtEJ! arm pouncs lfl, IH£ vtU AGI!I 

Pii.A Uday Dalal eald that the village •t~~omon ere getting 

conaclous• mclally economically and poJlt1caUy•. By eomparlng the 'l'ole 

or women at praemt and at the timo of indepandr.nce. J.t la clear that a 

lot or coneeiousneas en~ ctu:nge has occurecs 1n the¥!1·The chS"Jg& could 
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be seen ln their eoclal reloU ens. econom1Caecul'1 ty. dresa• thel .. 

psf'tl c1potlan ln poll Uce,. th all' otand~d or llulng• and the chenging 

pattern of their 11. vas. 

3gd.al. Eglat1cnaa Tho tJOman of Kavlana are quite bold and brave 

bBCSJso half of the t~tocen population le Jat. end jot ladlm BJ:'a . 

conatdm:ed vary bold md breve. Today very fa. t70JI&n aro thet r uho 

const.der tho tradit1anal cust.om of' untoudlablU.ty. fiostly the higher 

cate\ia8aten do 11ot uent to touch lOblo:- coots ladies. Thoy do not 

allw• lo~:~er caste ttomen to ontor into their tu:ueo. Thus th1e 

trad1 Uonal thing they havo nat chango d. cut ..._ in tho younger 

genEmaticn, tho chlJ'lge of attitude to~~Jards lOtJGr caste is aloar. Tbla 

has seen in tho young g1rl.a of jets end thct r btidaa. This youngm: 

generation. J.a ec11cated boeause mostly in the village• all tho Jet girls 

go to school and some Jet girls hove evtl'l gone up for college 

e&lcation. 

In Brahmins woma. the traditional custom or •Msranl' and 

•ponditant• nead.a comm ts ( (uoman cook d'\c:J ~te of a Srahmln). 

£nrlle~ tho 1tnlsr~1'• the Orahmln t~omen used to cack,.. ln tho tc1tehena 

of Jate. Oecauso jato er3 e.conoctcally rich ca::-,te., Thoy used tD glve 

cooked t'ood dld some tJI'loat for the lltork dono. The Jats never allot:Jod 

theother cestoa t.1aean to entel:' thd.r kitchen. 

In thell' mar1:'1agcs, jets hovo some customs, maw tho Bl'ehmln 

woman is given GOQO clothes and~-· Thus each erahmln used to have 

allotted soma fs;)iliea. The men used to perform the function at puJa• 

end tho '=ZOmm used to porform tho othor customs of 'm1 s~rani• end 

•pandita-11•. 
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£wet&e:u unereaa man navd left thts trad1t1cnat occupation. aut 

an 1nslgnificant portion of the 111011en populetl<ll ati.U ccntlnue to 

perform thaeo tunctt.au:'h Though the younger genereUcns fllho are getting · 

educated• do not ogroo that t'ley w1U continue the sama¥J thing. 

They dislike 1t. But 1n Brob01n tamUJ.oe vory few gJ.rle go to 

school. The tlrdun1n families 'GS comparoo to Jat woman ata auu. 
baekl:ard• ·ln jat rsnwee rerGl.J there was eny house. in ldh1ch 

glrl a dD not go to echool. Out Brtitm1ns ao not wrnt to amd their 

deUg.,.tere to scnaole. they aUll think it e mere ~~Sestage-. 

Though everybody in every family gosa to school but 

not the gUle. But sti.U tho chon:go has come f'mm earllel times. 

aut no chango could ba aam 1n the edUcation of louat- coet•omsn. Only 

3 chdllal' fcn:111os t:.tero soon 1n llfhlch thn g1 rla au tfet'O eleo golng 

to school otherlll1aa they do not eund their girls• to school, becauae 

tn the untouctlnbla costas, ~'Dean are ti so eng aged !n tho trad1 tional 

occupstion of aueoptq,. Th.us they t1a1t the:f.r gbla el.eo to help 

thair mothers oo that they cauld en:n aoro money. 

Qpnge&c epsgri txl- A great cnange tllh1ch Wal seen ln 

tho women of higher cas tea t.:Joo that they nave eter ted thinking th..­

aelvea independent. flostly the Jat _,amen do same t~OJ.'k or the othGil' to 

pass theLr leisure U.ma d1d to get economic security. Thle they haVe 

1ee:mt trom 'tl!tl'tlla f\lendal• t:hlch is en association ot ladlca in the 

vi Uege. Out again the Brahmtn tnd lolllR caste lo.dle& sa beckt~Sd in 

learning those Joba whueas e011e Jet ladles are teachers 1n a noaey 

oel'loole• the othar hwae v1vea have started eetdng clothe at hoae. 
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One uaman hoa opened o omall poultry farm. 

Some lolllft caste f!J0121tn hDVe elso learnt ao~~ething but thelr 

ncmbGr lo emoU. Dr11Y 2-3 lOt:Je caste =men 1n the vWage wero found 

to be engt1}od 1n the uodt leamt by the Mal\lla 1'18'tdal. One Ch~ 

111ooen has start~ preparing ttad<ete, .,., the other t110 havn atst"taa 

mak l.ng l'Opos. Thou nuabanda than do the uort< to aeU th 888 thlngo in 

tho tot:Jn. By lear.W,g from these ._. many othtY village tiH:Illl8n eH 

getting conac1ous at these Joba but sUU thal'l' numbar 1e vay fGI;;l• 

Qreen• tlotlDn of levlana have left the!~ traditional dresa•gtta~a 

chol.t*. flCIIJ ell. the t.~~omon tn Kavlena wear •suwar md tc81'111z• td th 

•ouppetta'• nt .,rea~t the traditlmal dress is cons1 r:J!lJ:ed as not 

teshonable. Mostly, tt ttes eoan that t:JO.l'lltn tJear the '$alWar Kecd.zt 

ot tuicott. They aatd that they do not like cotton dresses. Only 

there are eol'1J9 o.ld b~JctU.. ladle dto t:~ear '{ttagm chou•. 

Psrttc1£?ft!!Oft.in PuUt.t.eU The tJom&n 1n the village hove thai» 

link tdth politico, only at the tlt:~e or eloctlma thay est• tl'tstr- votaa 

on the bnsie or tmllt tho husbcnds toll them. Gut ln higher castes there 

t~~sre come ladloc wo sa1d that thw votet2 aceorcU.nn to thair u111. Ttn.f 

political. kncr.:.tloago ot v11lagt· tJJDmen beth, tho hl. g,er cootca end the 

lol!)Sl' eastea, is uory lou. They conotdcr politics to bp meant onl.y for 

mm, they oold that thd.r t10rk is to koop tho hoees and out d.do thciJ: 

homes ubotovor l"appcns io tho cwty ot em. t.:hm tho village t.COCJ.£n 

goa to ccst thau voto., tht:¥ alt:l:}'S noes ln 'Purt:a• ualking behind 

ttteil' husband. t:ut thio 1:l not tho ctao 1n tho cod.ng young gGneratl ~. 

Thoy oro oUCh consdws po11t1cally than tha1r aldaro. They knetJ thG12 

l'1ghte and aut1ea fJ'ld thle only bocouse of the:l.r educaUm. 
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.§..tandgrd ,of ,).luJ..ngt Tho ototus of jat tomil1es .ls mw:h bettSI' 

than that of tho other cestes. £ven tho hCJJaaa of SrehBSn ca:mn oro not 

u good ea the nounoa of Jet uoman. ~stly the hwees of Jet C:Om£Jn ere 

found clem. In the landlords haueaa. everything,_ TV, ffod1o• fracto~, 

SOfeaet• all tho steal vesaele were found. theroas thsao th1ngs t.JSoro 

not found 1n tho houses ot t11Y oth91 coats. Evm the hDUeea of Srahrid.n 

landlord& tJore not as gooe, as tJore the houses of Jate. neny houses have 

•gobal" gee plants• end tho lllOmon cook rood on this gell only. Mostly 

ln Jet EJ'td Brahmin fordllos stove tJere thGI'e. 

But in lot~er caste femillee the etmctara of living I.e very poor 

end that is lit.Sottto their economic candltions. That:- houses aro u.clean. 

Only two cha:td' hounea llfere fQ.tnd clean mo that ie boceusa of' thelt­

husbend t1ftO wrking in tollltl• so they havo learnt the utban ttay •* ot 

11v1ng. Thelt Children tJete alU) woll dressed. Out otharwiso tho women 

who t.tare living .._ in tho village. uero l"athm: shab11Y drossed. 

!U.ct.GUstpmy. Thus tho StJI!Il"cness t~~hlch has como in the vlllsga 

tstomen is only among the higher ceoto women. Th::J h1ghe1:' cast;s hnvo 

lett child marriage complotoly. Thoy era getting conselous of ttidOU 

marralge md they do not consldat- lt bsd natD a days. eut ln tho loo~ caetoe 

the child mattl(!Qe te otlll preva.tGnt. 

!$11t Phy'tdi!!J_ The credit ot the d'lmgo tn v!Ungo uomen gooo to 

aome extent to f'l'teh11o Plendal. tJh1ch tsas crested in tho v111 ~ e In 1964., 

ln th:la 1f!lah11a f!Jancbl• there ere 29 monbars. Ths head ot tho Plef'tila l'landal 

is e •cram Sev!ka'. Thsso 29 tnsmbore came t10m ell castes. At the 

bloclc level, there 1s 'Plukhya Gram Ssv1ka1 who ls the head of eU Aah11a 

l'landal in aU. the vlllagoa 1n tho block. 'The A&jchya Gram Sevlka• taleS 

ua that 1n Plah11a f.landal the uomen or all c ae tea 1n the ville~ a hold their 
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maeUnge. The Gram Sev1ka telle them ehoUt tho nett patt&tne of k.nlttln9J 

autt1 ng, eauing and emtmt!dry1 new ~eya ot keeping their hcuaea , hoW 

to keep the houses clean, netiJ types of cooking nourJ.ehing foods, now 

methode ot f'amlly pl8'ln1ng medical care. care ror nou born bebtm_. 
' -

changing custaaa. DOlitlce, hOtJ to vote• tdhom to vote end their etatua 

ln eoct ety. She t&Jarns them abaJt the result• of blind faith 1n old 

cuatoms. At tho ttme of el.ectl.c:ns she tells about parts.ee •. cmd1dataa 

end the value ot thelr uotee. 

t.hUe intm:vie:dng ·tho uooon of d1f'?oront costes wa cama 

to knOtJ that theao ~:~on01 ore gott1ng bonof1t from •non!la Aeru:Jal '• One 

of tho t~ornSl told us that cet'11er they never allat::Od thtll.r doughtQ-8 

end daug,tors-in-la.., to so out of the v1U~e. ~ott thaJ hca~o talth 1n 

Gram Sev1ko and thus thoy ellw thoi r girls to !P for plcnica St d 

tcUQ arranged by PJef\1la Aanda1. Thoy have leornt to urlt.e thelr- nemq 

and ,ttant to learn oot"'S• Thuo tho ffahila nendal hao helped the 

v111.egetre tJOmon to make pteoress in c:11rrorsnt spheres. 
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s.no. Cnatos no .. 

1. Brahmin 4 

2. Jat 13 

3. Luhar 6 

4. tthatl 1 

s. KtJtOhat' t 

6. r:cyes 0 

7. Uenia 2 

s. Julnhn 0 

9. Chcmar 2 

10. ctl:Jre 0 

To tel 29 

Out these mandala also are not trco from COI'rupticns. as the 

l01:1er ceata wpman are not getting total bmeflts. f'llootl.y tho lot:.J~ caste 

women are ongeged tn some occupation or they halp thelr mm. Thus they 

do not got time for attond1ng the Aahila r:enaala. Aaty v111ago l!loman 

atatod that Aukhya SevJ.ke and Gran Savika do not ut111ce tho govomoent 

funds allotted to fiehila nandals Judl.clously. There aro tacucna 1n Mahila 

Mandala oleo. The caste feoUng ~ tho feeling of untouchability is not 

apparS")tly eGa" still eoma ~011m do not coca to the Aehilo 0Endal bocauea 
"· 

tha achedUlad caate t110men alao como thoro. Thio feclinn 1e acre tr.lang 

the lltOIIJSn than men in the v1UEGe, soma 1m.ter caate uomn said that f.:ah11a 

M.,dal 1e an assoclnUon of higher castes tsomS't. t:s never get the ald 
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vhlch coaes f'rom the gouornomt. Thd§h uo are not dlsallot~~ed to tl\tft 

Flahilo fliandala• ma.1bors from ,our caste era 2 mombaro 1n r.ah1la Mendel. 

They nove their contacts uith h1oher ca ;tea IIOtltillh Moroove~ we cb not 

The emergence of a aoverlgn danocrotlc republic in India 

after independence has bean rospataible fOl" tho 1n.tt1o tt. on of the do-

cocratlc process S.n the country. tn order to adlleve tho avo~~Jed goal of 

aatdsliohing If' agalltarlcn social ottdor, the Stcto tbs lcunchsd gigantic 

progr~ea of democratization and madornlzaticn in the country. Jn recent 

timoe hoWever cctat.n na"' forces such as c:tomocrot:i zation, rnodorn1zatt.cn 

and lndJstr1al1zatla'l neva had trcmr.dous lq,cct on the casto organisation, 

leading to rs reaching changes ln tntor-cesto rolat1cns. DOl!iacraUzatton 
' 

or the society is baing eounht to be echiwod fttZ"Ot.J.Jh the 1mp1GQf3!ltatt.an 

ot tho d1roct!ue principlea of' tho etete policy., the lntroductl.tln of adult 

f'rcnchifloa end tho ponchayett raJ pottnrn ot loeal govemma1t. 

Tha dJ.recUvs pr1nc1plaa of the etato policy loy doun that 

tha-t thero t:Jill be no diac:rtmlnatl a1 an th a basis of c::an to,. colour or 

creed nmang the citizens of India. All the c1Uz31e t::!ll hovo QtJJol 

oppo1'tun1Uea in matter of govemance, 1aam1ng r:11d amployGlent. ·It ttae 

been Enjoyed upon the state to make cancrotco ot'forts ta hiJl.p the t!i&::lce• 

sact1cne ot the CXJf!Dun1ty in ordn to Gnablo thea to rn~ch abreast ""lth 

the others on the road to progreso. Tho cliroctJ.uo prlnclplco, thue stand 

for the el1n:bnat1m of soc.lel 1nequalition and G1opar-itioo n~mg different 
I 

sections. of tho eaci ety • 
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In the bi'Oad booed aoclnl reccnstrucUon pronr~os . ., undort.Bc _, 

by tho state, tho pc:oplG ot tho 'graSl•rootG' laval hcvo boc.n alloue--J 

full hmd with the r'.:'CUlt that a netJ havo uo.va of naticncl emoe1cumess 

lo suecping tho villcgoo. Tho pam:hayat1 raJ pattern of local govt .. 

has bo :n introducoo in dlfferOl t pat"t.o of tho country end 1t .is tha 

village pand'lsyats. li.tltd't era in fact tho b33ic units of dsmocratS.zotton 

of the country•o polity End eoclalr-econatructicn m,;:pJ61A&x .doy§l.PQIDN 

,RJ."OSI'rc?.e and 1\p 9ffect gn tf!o .crJitS1 cl.JSA U}Rti.pnss 

The Car:!!luni ty dsualopmsnt progremoe was lnunchad 1n 1952 ell ave 

the country. Too programs wes ccnatdo:rod as a mo.vamant dao1gnm to 

promote better living f"or tho toJhole communi ty• td th eh o nctJ. uc port1c1pat1 en 

end• if poos1b1e to ~ecure its active end enthus1at1c r::.-sponsa to tha 

novcment•. It hoo rtlthor bum doscr1bcd as •a proceas of chango from the 

trad1Uo.,nl c::ey of living ot rural co:JJ!IunJ.tJ. ea to prog.ro:mlvo t:Jayo. of 

llvingt ao a method by tJhich people can ba esslotoc:J to d:Ivalop themsaluae m 

their Cl!Jn ccpnc!ty md resources e ps:ograr.me CDncem1ng wal.rete ot th& 

rural trpsof'lGt :-nd as a movcoont far proorese t:.'i th e certain .t.deo.logl cal 

contcnt". 

There thould be no d1 ncriminot1an emcng the rJombers or the c~unlty 

on tho basts or costs, crcett. groupa or fuction. Any df.scr1ntnatlm 

u111 result in c top-n1decl grotdth of the society and ta bound to 

accentueto tho ol!:oldy ex1st1ng schemes or tho d1spor1t.1es 1n tho income 

of the people. Tha ovoroll davnlopmont sha..Jld embrnea the f!elda of 

egricuH:u~ health. cooporatlcn md lt.t~aoy. soara of tho old expelaa"tte 

in tho c:11rect1on of i!:t'~OVO\D~ 1aolatsd flelde of fcod product:l.m llke 

grow mora food cem.palgns• met t;.~1th ratlure. bacSJoe they lacked a 

tiODtpreheneivo philosophy of social change. They only helpc the d.ch .,d 



• 152 • 

the cnpsble highor caste people. Thus such ocoursa only furthered 

the contt. nt.•erum of csste aystan end ttl e d1 at1nct1 en betttocn pno r and ...; 

tho r!cb '.:Ihich uos a conflict l'ith tho avo-.:~ed policy ot tho netl.cnal 

govemmmt. 

out euecs1ng tho d!.gntty or ldlour md tnsiatmca upon the 

pnrt.tcl potion ot s11 ssctlone ot tho village a::tamun1ty as co-

trevcllers in the groat voyage or noti anal mccnatructlan, tho communJ.ty 

dsvol~ment programoos. aimed at the abolition of the d1st1nct1an 

among tho pmple on the basls of occupation and caste. it eleo 

envioagod tho rav1tal!sat1cn and development of itao vllltt~o lnatltu­

tione lJ.ko viUogo f)3ncheyat. v1J.l~ e ed'u:ol• Std cooperatives. Y0uth 

o:rgen !sot1 on m d uomm •s organiaatt. ens,. 

Sot t;•is offcctlvmees s t J.e necossery that the multitude 

cf rural populatlon must bo at:JS<ened to ito tr.:portalce. f'lootly the 

atandtll"d of U.vtng of the people tf'td their fat:U.Uos and social statue 

al"& the detGl'minJ.g fsctora of thalr et:~SI'enesn. Gmerally eped<ing 

people haillng f.roru UA'Oi' cos\;0 ~d rich fom1l1oa ere bott or plscact 

to knOtJ about the proaraJCcs bocSJse of their ecllcat1onal, aconamic 

end Slciol staflia in tho co:::runi.ty t:mtlreas tho lctscr caste poq,le and 

t!ho poor people ero less knouledgabla becauce ae their econocc S'ld 

ooctsl tuack~ardness .. 

~ua hOtJ.t much the people are at~are of the a:uzrnunity dovalop­

mm t programmes could shO!IJ ha&J much people are gal n1ng from thoaa 

pl'ogrammes in the village. Jt 1a clear that the ~hmin• Kashatlya 

ana •.a Veieh comunttlcs ahQll.led nigh at:Jareness ot the objectlvo of 

community development progrlf!Da. Out of the sample ot 11 there uara 
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66 reaponcsente aw•e or the gains tfnm these prog1'11!Dma. 

tt "'• evldm t that in the moat of the f'arijana Ol' un­

touctlable& did not knaa about the community development progrGDmeo. Out 

ot tho sample ot 20 only Ci parsons sold thnt they tJore at~ore of the 

program eo. 

HotJaver-. the cult!vtitoro· end economtcolly t4ell of poople 

t11cro marc at:tare of tho ammunlty oovel~pmen t progr~mo than tho 

anriculturol ld:Jourors end the poor Clenso• 

Thus the SUCCCGIG ot cocu.mtty dOV.Jlv!1nortt pt'0!')1'EUl'II'JO depends 

lnrgely on tho extent to t.:hich tha utlolo :or.nuni ty 1s conviooGd that the 

progrstDes sro i.ntS\d:.d to bring about !~ravc.~ont in tho economic md 

oocial life of the mc::n:;ero G"lcl that the&' omt!ot1y tho doctr.lno or social 

juat1ce. Scoe of tho louo c-sta Old cla~a v1llcgaros think thot Blade 

Otfl.ca haa no 1r:.port£Oca for tho~ on no ono l!eteno tfl thmo. Only the 

people of highar ~cial and ocontrn!c statue h~vo their sey 1n \ho block 

Office. The Ot"fiCGt'S Gt block louel indicated th$ there \:ISO too mudl 

poll t1cal interference tram above. 1 n thlo programmes t:10atl.y ell the 

govommmt persona dO not ut.Uize the govt. flinGs propCl'ly md daa not 

reach tho personn at tha grass root levele. This is true to a conslda•able 

&xtent. aut the success of these progrtOmos tt!ll only dcpond on thai• 

cap~clty to cator to the nro ds ot oU the sccUtns of ths eocl ety ~ 

Concluei!':!l!!: The modern legal and cone ti tu t1a1al stl"ucturoa 

&"1d compsUts.ve politics ccnatituto one of tho Clajcr facbre influencing 

tho profilo of C!)ciol atroti fie~ti on tn tnd!an v1Uooas. 

In ttuvlano. ths Gtulitnr!cn end o£:CU!or conct1 tutlon and lawa 

have not baun gl'oatly .instruwontol 1n cr.lnecrU.ng c:ruc::::tion, oc upatton and 

other cl ooo cha~actoriatloo, pel1 ~cal pouu-. loodcrship pcai ticn • Though 
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10111 stattS cas tea have begin to acqUire edUcat1at, higher laval 

occupaU<ne part1aanehip and started ceatlng the.t.~ wt• regulorly.but 

aUU not ao mUCh es comp~ed to higher cootes. The pa."lchlf{at uYstem la 

virtually tho property of the hig.~m: casteth Adminiot. ot1ve oachlna:y ot the 

vtllaga is ola.IJ 1n tha hmds of the hirshor cootcs. 

nut as caqJor~ to tha prcoGn t gmeroticn, tho yamgu 

gano~ m is netd gotting conec1oua. ConcsquEn tly. tho majot means ot 

mobility in trnditional pm-lad - oankl'ltlzat.\cn - is baino by passed 1n 

tevour of poll Ucizatl en and modorntzation. Also. the OemocraUc polS. tl ca 

have narrouect dat~n d1 fferenco in d tual status Sn tha v111 ~e of eodal 

and poUtical lifo has ct~EJDphas1ssd literal status and the tradJ.tS.cnal 

criterion of mob111ty • end ~~aoised aome no~ crite~ia of r.obillty • 

education,. occupation, political influm co and leods:rehip pos1t1one. 

out st pr_'tlal t, ln tho td.U."Dge. th:J po~13r is in tho tunm or 

hi9hor c~to (clo:-:s) ~oplo e·H1 r.ct in th:; h.::n~ of lrrJt:r ccsto f.!l"'d lower 

Closs, · though tho condi ticno of labour in Haryana h.-:.9 bocooe tas: bstt81' 

comporcd to trt";dit!mal period. Ths atatcr of ucccn has bocamo higher aa 

compared to earlier- tines. Cut still thoro !o difformco 1n higher caate 

( clecs) t:oaen end loc~ cnst~ Claro Wort:On. The l'Ct:Jsr coates end the paoa 

people have &till th("'J.r gt-1evsnees against titldt highar ccatea tnd 

the rich. 
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The dotailod findings of this study have bean not.ed and 

discussed at eppropr.lcte places in tho analysis. The bJ:'aod t1nd1nge 

boer1ng on the moJ-or thoo~attcal tramor::Dl'k can be briefly ~ecap.ltuleted 

... 
t sot a..t 1n this study to dt:et~ an s::Jprical profile ol' eocial. , 

stratification 1n th3 Kavlana village. 

Tho canto mod~l of coc1a1 otrat1 fi~t1on in Ind1.ao, os I 

discuoooct 1n the bag1rB.ng1 is c«rlddet'ed to approximate ex~emo 1n 

aque.Uy• sut:r~ntic.~ of atctue end is rt:;gardsd oo highly tdarcchlcal, cloaed 

~nd cocript1vc in tho extreme. ln 1 ts ldaal ,typical f'\tlSm 1 t 1o in 

oontroat to the dcnocratically CT.:'dorad oociety anviGluned by the 

constituUon !')f lndopsndcnt lndia. 

Tho canto and poUtico Ql"o not coreloted ln its tradl ticnel 

smee ot prcscn t. out tho sod.o-econ'l1llic status ot en individual ln the 

village io tot:oll y ant ailed »Nt by hitt etts te. Thuo wn can say that 

caz te. Clntm end politics oro no~ etraloted. Tho aocS.o- sconofld.c 

d1oons1ano or otratificotio:"l le not bocO!'d.ng d1fforcnt1oteclrrom the 

eccriptivo CO!lto dironcions. aut tho political dicu:nslons is becomt.ng 

1ncroodngly aifforcnU~tod f£0%3 the ascr1ptivo costtn: c:fJ.cG\slcna. 

Ttl1o chango could bo ooon tJClOMg tho 1Ct~tor caste psoplo and also t::lthln 

the higher coates, Ol the political participation 1a not like the 

trnd1t1cnol moeol of social stl'nt:i f'icntion.. ln aoma Vialda tho lot&Je:r 

castes have aloo startod part!cipat!ng in politics.. Out- tho p~er lo 

still in the hands of tho higher cestoe. Thus one can not deoctlbo or 

understand social strot1 ficntl on 1n tho v111ago uith.tn tho frs:tet:Dl'k 

of the claaslcal caste model ot atratt f1cnt!tm. aut et pr asmt the 

cute model le not the eeme as tn the trod! timal pat-!od. Ttl3 differfl"ce 
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between higher coote and lCil.Jer casta people 1e sutu'l• aut the potJ'Ol' Is 

not the hands of nrmmlne as use in the tradltic;l'al period but 1n the 

hmda ot Jato. Thue the patter h!orsRhy has chongod t~BratdRtns to 

Jato. though thoro 1o no chcnga 1n tho rights Ct::Bte and lOt:Jsr caste. 

Tho conet1tuUon of Intt1a rojocts the cnsto f'orm ott eocial 

Ol'!!nn1o,t1on md oavonicno o not:J oecula~ social order. It !s said 

thot the tk:mocrnt!c poUtics sots e na"' eecuJ.ar soc1e1 omer. But 

in tho u1llago uo find that the acmocraUc poU;Ues hae not changed 

tho socoil rdloti en ships. It has only halpad tho l0t:1Gt cas tea to get 

ioportenco ct tho titl9 of oloctims. (Because of their vote) • Thus 

except this• tho tradit.icnal systao of ritual of h1orarchy and 

herad!tary cubntttutebility of Mles1 posiUa1s end privilege;:, is not 

orrocted by Ocr.1ocratic politics. 
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1.. tJ•e of tho htUoe hold haads-

2. CG!ltO 

3. t\QG 

4. Sox 

5 • Jller1 tal s tntus 

6. £ducat1mt-

A) UnedUcated 

8) P:rimory 

c) Pllde 

D) High Sd'lool 

t) GradUate & cbova 

7. Dets11s about ltllda-· 

A) Lcrulloss 

fl) Anr«J! n o1 up to-2 OCl'!ltJ 

c) n1ddla • 10.20 Ac.roo 

u) nict:J - 20.3J Acroo 

E) Landlord. Abouo 30 Acres 

B.. Occuvot1tt1c• 

A) Omor Cultivati tl"' 

3) Agricultural Labour 

C) Tl:::~ctitJ.cnaJ. occu potill1 

9. PoU.ticol ilo:-ticip.lticna-

A) Voting P::1ttom 

H:~t~~ often hovo you vnt!ltl in tho nati:nol cl cct:tcn? 

t. The land lo c:Jiv1d3d eccordi..,o to village lend otatus. 
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Regularly 

Occ asian ally 

neue~" 

8 .yottm Cri tari
1
a!-: 

oo you vote aceord:l.ng to these ,._.. Unset­

on party baaS. a 

Caste baste 

Peraonallty basis 

Influence basla 

tntuits.cn 

c) F,loU~9.,nl tr:r&.uencsa .. -

1. Hot.J ouch efrect d:l yc:.a think pnoplo lit<o you have 

on uhat Pmm::wet atd tho govctTHlcnt r:ooa. 

flono 

o) Pnrtioonsh1et• 

Sor.Dt..'"I:Jt 

High 

1. t'hich pa'l'tY do ycu support? 

2. oo you ccns1dor your ;:ol. f o o trong cuppar: tor of that party? 

3. r~cme partlco 

4. Ueak 

s.strong 

ll p:J~ron t::ho t'C,l1od ho did not think of himaclf oo a.apporting any 

party t:~s given tho J.~ost value oo nonparttom. ThosQ tlltJo did not supPm:\ 

a party bu~ oc.nUcn oo a port}' on the f'ollot1 up qucsUcm 1:1oro coos1ctored •weak 

partisan. Thoao ka tltlo repOI'tea that they eupparted a p:trty but sa!.d that 

~ere not strong eupportoro lllera rolntett. moderato, pst1aan•. And those Who 
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2) tJaue you g1uon coney for a poll t1col cawo? 

3) Have rou attatdecJ a poliU cal mooting or rclly 

during oloction ot my tioot 

4) H avo ycJ ov~:: cr.n ~ .,., in C!1Y rn::t! vi ty rlUr inn a 

poUti~l cempat9n to olect some cend1dates? 

Those who l':::lported 03 not active in rccponao to any four- qt."3st1on 

uere g1uen tho vol.ue of (o), these uho :tcputted aeth1ity in reo!·onoo to one 

o¥ tbJa of' tho wovo qua~ticns taC!':J l)iv:m th'J v.r-lca(1) a~ c:trt:9t:hat acUvea 

and those ~•o rr;:>o;-tuo oct1 u3. ty 1n rcc;:: -=n c:: to thoro oe r.:oi'O queotiona 

~oro given the valuo(2) os 'very activo•. 

F} f,oU ti Sal !)nattlOC!iiJ-

1) NOb: fAd a person havo to be 1n order to uota? 

2) 0o you knot: tlho i e our v .n • 

3) l!~o is t:·o ~n.;.or LlnictUl'? 

4) T:.> t.:;uch party cos tho t.:hiot r..tn1otm:1t b9lono? 

0) :ill ya.J ploaco ~Jamo tho moln nppoztlcn p:Jrty 1n the 

!Jtoto Lcaiclotivo'i 

6} CQ ycu kn~ tha name ot sanjay G£ttdh1? 

Thooo uho gava no anat:or tJGro included in tho oaUng ou.e co;~e;). OY'J­

•::ono • t.hooe tlho gauo Correct onc!llora uoro included in trto category of 

'Louor• • Thoso W.o gavo 3 or 4 oncuore t::c:oo included ln the catago~ of 

r.acium e.'ld thooo fla tlho gnvo 5-6 tt~ore included in tho cotCiJory of high. 
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1. tthot ~Jtth is the mlo of cmto !n tho v1llaga poUUca? 

3. tg thoro nny chango coo!nn in t:hn pOLiel' structure aflte tho 

1 nd E? endenc ff1 

s. tbetncr pouer tOll influence (of the nigher oeetos) hae dscraased 

or incrnasod after J ndnpcnd:nco? 

6. lilt"u'lt ie the rolo of Vanctlay~t new f::rttl!.zera, nalll pattem ot 
agriculture on the rolati tnnhip o.f lendle:.o end londnunora and 

t:hot in tho effect r:t that on poU.ticol pazticipat1on'7 

! • Uhat typo or cmtraaictione have enorgoo duo tc nou changes J.t 
thoro altO ony 

9. Holo of SchedulorJ Ccstes end landlaas labourers. thoro do they 

10. 

11. 

etSld in present polittcs? t:CtJ ~ch pt.r:Jcr cto they have? Hw they~-€ 

1 t or ~ ct? t :bet e:£'.0 Ul'.C 

i-n 
Choth~ thoro is any upuazd mobU.U:y ctua to change educatim• c\-

1nduatri olu at1 en? 

\Jhot .la ~ho of'f'~t of f1va Yoa:r Pln.'1, Co:J::"lttnity O;::uolopr.amt 

Progrc':r.lo ortd ott'lot' S~eCt;l::o uhother it hoo ofrcctod pol1tS.eal 

pat:ticipat1on"l Uhot the effect of this en pm~et" stl'Ucturet 

1. tJ (f!t£1 flt the Pat chayar Mo.."'lbore 

5. t:hot ia thelt: atatuo .in the Ptllbhayat 

G. Stow a or echacllled caste me."llbats 

7 • Tna1r ralnti :n uith high aff.1cials. 
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