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1 &dio this opportumity Yo oxpross my sincera tharks
to my quids Frof. £.0, Shomdpd for the groat dncontive he provided
oe ond for giving me the Senaflt ﬁf‘ﬁis‘p’;ﬂfmﬁﬂ oxperi gnte and
immélasgm His invelushle guiﬁmca{ﬁnlgmﬂ e to ovorcoms the

eriticel juncmes that camo my Uays

1 vould also zsxpmss wy thanks to the villegsrs of Raviais
end Shri Vijay Singh ﬁha*"sa =« Hlork Dgueiopnont 0fFlcar of majjar

?ﬁr tbe valud:le assistace rendorad by them in conmpiling this data,

R - Vanishit

{ 8indu = Vasichtha )
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ﬁéi-s disartation prsesnts o villege otudy 3n Haryena
State, This study attonpts to oxzpins ths Teistionship suong thres
major dmensions of goslsl atrycture in Indle -~ Lasto, Class and

Puliticss

Tho datas appéaﬁ.ng in tha tebles are gatheorod by intw
viswing the ¥lilaegors. The statoments of villagers, ore given &n
variouy chaptors, in thair mothor tongus (Hindl) ong thein trenglations

into Englich hove been given opposids thobe

this étmﬁy has groun dut of the fleld werk dono in &ho

maﬁth of January, 1981 in the Kavieng! villegs of Haryoia HStete.

Boioln- Vands ke

( Bindy = Yastshthe )
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Afger %amnﬁme there vas e gonerasl avarchess and mxf;ew
about propor mﬁifmiﬂg o democrsey in a traditional asecia’& mluau ams
undet developed @cononys The lseders fimsly heuaméa that the fpautical
system had to sot the pace Por sooisl change. The 9950 conetstution gh
thamfa:&é ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁd més.a to bo a sstular, dmmm atate ;d ensured
to a1} c&ﬁzﬁns of mzila. eguality of gtatun md opportunitys, Tho
congtd tution slicinated any digerimination on tha basls of casts, creod

. Gor pexs Tha Wsﬁ%wﬁim abolishod untouchab 1&@&6 Ganko ﬁisﬁrmmat-

ton in regard o use at public facilitics.

The sooial st:uetura ao it stood at the time of Indepandence
was an sscriptive systom of status snd hierarchys The fnstitution of
caste has béen: @?s'a of ihe sxclusive charasterietics of the Indan
Sori ety sinco sariy stagess In epite of groat change in tha ‘higtory
of Indis, ﬁaati has muﬁnﬁw to be an foportant featum of Indion cociagd
iifes 1t @;r;;ﬂmtaa tho greatest onigna of Indian maia_ty% The systom
tas been ong of t?a; n;ﬁaat ond most odlborate systoms of social vrganisgte
“done Ths déscﬁf:ﬁim% of caste modl in ite oxtroma fom i that one's
caste position in a ritual};y ﬁﬁ%mﬁn@ﬂ status hioravchy ﬁsﬂnﬁe ona's
total ?'};1%‘ Ong San know 'a groat deal about on Individus) = ‘his Mupajﬁ@
3@45 his eme@sm. the t:msn and political grivnegw, i marrl oo
nhu&na, nle a

"’,'aﬁm& mmb&tship and nastm In short ¢ hos beon
aamz:&baﬁ 8 & a}ggtam of Institutionalised mmi&zy‘

fiot many will digpute the vieu that both ,ammtfy and gﬁﬁtiﬂ in
contemporsry India are passing theough a period of trensition. The
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traditionsl soctal structurs uhich remained in & stato of nmr-st@atim

for centuries, has intefzactéd with tho forces ra‘léaaia‘é by tho rapld

gpi*m of education, improved mesns of eumﬁahatié#‘é; e iﬁeréaemgiy .
tatimalixe@ structure of ammutraﬁm, mﬂustxianmtim, uldely pra?assed
?aiti: in change and devalbp&eﬁt, and above all, ﬁhe &nﬁmﬂuﬁtm ef
ﬁemcz-atia procedites for elscting representati ves aof tha mmuns.ty to the
: nsﬁiy aat-amitmsd .1:18 o gmfamiﬂg institutims at ew&o!s& isvele. z-n--
rea:iiaing the forces uhicﬁ haxw vorked towaords ahangs, ﬁmﬁﬂaﬁc &ﬁsale, B
.pmcﬁdm o and 1natitm£ms, borreved Pron song East@nmnuiesg hatm ;31 aym
a gaimﬁnmt r0le. Onep of ths direct end perhpat _thg. mest aﬁmiﬁgm;t,
sangequencss of this &ntﬁ%tﬁm, which 1o now ahe'»ewahle in maﬁy pérts— of
hmia, is sons kinds of lmsmﬁr@ up of ths mmaﬁmﬁny sstai:ushad
political :mlazimship, ona kha one hand, ond m wemmmg auarmass that
pub:m; policy doct plons and thedir implomentstions con hﬁx 1nfimnﬁmg on the
other, The democratic procsdurss in their offort to functien within the
Pramounsk of soclsl and economic condi tions prevalent &n 'indié,‘ Wich are
infotcal to @galiﬁaria‘f&m and x'ighte of the :mswsauax heve 1as;;n;;5f
their thmitiﬂai mity.

This i o controvercial problem es to whether ceste s;ystm is
roally dying a aami doath in Indias \hon onte us 'haya-aphm; fai ams
bogan o sove in the @irection of s sgaliterien socistys But thls remsins

stiil a far crys Caste is continuing te have & stranglehold in the
scmasic gnd polltical 1ife of the pﬁap&a;. There is a suspicion ebaut tha

disappaaronce of the caste ﬁh&a; neEnof

« Botouse f'ﬂu; Ingititulon &.sappwa

itke th»at»ﬂgy AlinSrinivan the mﬁl knhown @é}tﬁmmlﬁglaﬁ: is s aajor proponent

1. Rajal Kotherl s *Cacte in Indisn Politics® 1970 Dalhi
{ orvient Longmane ) Pude
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of tho wer that *ceto eyster in Indis S not decdinbng but groving
strongar®, Even if we grant that Ste sffectivenses in tho urtion ereas |
of doubtful category. It s still a pradominent Pesture of 1ifo in
village Indta,? . R

| Iin g'ieﬂmﬁ to 3 naﬁw 'sm-miﬂtlﬁizi;% that * 1 have no doubk
vhatonever that 17 Indla end thraigh Indina the wordd haa to bs fros m
the toe amﬁa of the muw; ma abazi aﬁuﬁar ciigt_sr, havo %o racngnisa |
tho fmt t%sa% peopile shan not ﬁ.ﬂw s;n wma but in vsnages not In
' @alseea but in m&a‘?‘@ According to varinua estimates 708 to 80% of -
 Ingion ﬂﬂpﬁi-éﬁ;:ﬁ itve in villmen, vs,n.me xnﬁa preamte & picturag of

ﬂniqua? casto atructured societys

! ¥n rural India coste system has bam one of tho oldeot and most
elaborate gystem of gociol orgenisetion, ALl important cholces of o
individual ste detormined by birth in @ pattimﬂ& cests or pathor ho
hae no choicess In ghort the ceste eyotem in rufal Indis is doscribed
a0 a eysten of *institstionalised® inswalityc |

Tho troditiongl modol of ceste syston in vildege India ves that of
status sumation. 1t ohuisnges a mngxneﬁca swong vericus pooitionse
The poslitions ers depondmt upon and mwlaﬂ bysscriptivo castp |
popitiong, Tha model thus omphasisen rather than achisvements

,. e i

2y PslieSrinives = “Caste in Modern Indle. 9962
 Acka Publighing Houge,
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In its extrems From coste stretificetion subsumes all other
strotd flostion systems to sn extent that it could bo qﬁas;ﬁimm how
‘sppropriate 4t ds to tolk of different tﬂé}éﬂﬁi@s— af stratification
in such a éﬁgiazyg Consonuently, tho systen ig called *Homogencus®

o nammplaxsu It o clogud,

a!.fee marke abamca of.

. zntﬁmal diffsrmuaﬁm mmg wa pstanﬁa hﬁimgi.ng $o the oame costos
Thos as a result of norfzontel clustering end vertical gLef

lg “Cunmulstive Anmautws“. The systom is none

competitive, 'fnesa sionents % closed highly h&w&x’mgaﬁ. combinative
and nwmneutiua - of socie; ataatifmaﬂm hove hsm congldarad
-aymnyams with !ms.a‘-s wiuaga emte- ay pteme Smne viuage aﬁudiss
tzfmeh ‘hevo sons imgi%ﬁnai ahalyols, mggast that there vag g:eatar

. status summation in pro-fndependence I”ndm-, two of the studies that
exanine the atame sumnaticos model more axgiiﬁitw a!a thoso uf Frodorick
Barth mnd andre aetéuim

Eaﬂh mns;imm status gumnration as an assence 'x.nf the caste
oysten it ip on this prinniple that heo applios the Casto model 2o tho,
analyeic of the ncneiindy sccioty of the *Swabepathang® the principle
of statua-iauinmmaﬁm soome to bo the structural feature which mook
-claazély %:ﬁamatartzgs cesto as systonm mf_ eocial otratificetion, In
this socio 299&5:&:13? more fundanontal sense tho concept of caste may
b i_zﬁjefu& in the amlyaia of non-Indion emistim, As oarly e in
1954 Bar%h found "a cosidorshble congrusnto anong Saste, ¢lasaz and pover

pocitions 4n ovat snciaw,s"

3e Safaligdels TThe theory of sacial stmatura‘ {Lenm: fohon ang ttzast)
. 1057 ‘F"ﬁﬁv
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In Sripuram a a_:_inage in South Indla studied by Mﬁre sotet1led
& considerchls amount of stolus congruente was found uﬁtn 1940, In |
traditional .ari;zﬁnm 24% Brahnins dominated socielly, eemmeeny
and politically over 49% of the untouchzbles Ad éraviﬁsag_ The
Bﬁ%ﬁg mm;gues aducation, ouned nost of the lend in tho viliape
exartod grost inflm;enga in the vaﬁaixfa of the village and with the
tigher level governmentel suthoriti es and mjayeﬁ 1 tuad md ni:ri@
;sr‘i%wilegésf 5\.;3»"' "i%-n traditional é’tm'm’m ’(nf’* 'ﬁx!.pémui}: the ﬁawﬁgm
of casﬁs. claas ams pouet tendaé much mnr:a ’thaia taday to run alonp the
. £OmS groovess 1f one were ta dam a prafiie of mmz atratiﬂ.enum

. &n Srlpuran of Bw 19409, 1t vould appmximate nodal n!‘ eﬁattm Maﬁm.

g - Tﬁe same pirturo margas fron other etadism i‘ﬂ ﬂaﬂhagur, -1

- wvillage in Eastern U.P. amw by Bornard Cobn, the high casto Thokurs,

forming 24% of the populotion mjuyaa,sanié;g sconomlc and pnn-,meaz

ﬁammmca gvgr ths nora nuneraus but lowsr statua Nondyas and mﬁuushabla

»f:hmars mﬁl wéna?

4‘-. See Robort Dahl, tho govemse lf%ﬁ
{Row havan t Yele Univorsity Prass)

s frodrick Baorth: "The osystem of gocial etratification in Suat,
Ropth=Pakistan™ in Aspects of Caste in Southelindls, Coyiono &
lipeihetinat Pakiclan, od by Leaths
{Canbrd dpe University Press 1560) a-mi

6+ Antdro Soctollies <Laote, Clase & m:ar(ﬁhmgwg pottamne of stratie
fication in Tanjore wiilsgs)
 {Berkely, Univsreity of Csiifarnia Pross) "2365'.
Ts. ' garnad Cobnt - “Changing Stotus of o Doprassed ﬁaﬂtsm in'viilann

Indiag* Bds by flodkin ﬂm&atﬁ. (Gnicsaw 3 ﬁniveszaity of Chicago
Faasa) 1955 {(53%58)



Balloy's study of the upward mobility of the Boopd Dubcastes
of Grisso slso found thot dn 19th Century Orisss, “tho division of
vesl th end polltical pouer followsd ths some lines of caste diviglone end
“tho hicrarchy in thoss Plolds spproximated the ritusl syetem, wes

conpruent with the polities) eysf:m.;ﬁ

» Soeial d.t!’fermm in the stetus of an iﬁﬂiv;dualan & group hag
»abtaiﬂﬁd I.ﬂ waty emm;ry 3 4 eli times in human hiz;tery. The cnm:ept of
| *c&i@f i very oid. f,itatly, Piatﬁ divided ths papulstim into throp
graups in his *idesls flepublicts After Plato, Mlarx mads the aost
impa:tant cmtrihut&m ‘ka the xzmcwt e clace phenanenun. e meﬂa m
awnmaic appwaﬁh to the study of uiass phenomenon md praw:: thatt wry
. sw&el phenomenon was primarily datsmiaeﬁ by aennamr: fafnas at mﬂﬁc.
Fiam mé&e! dofinod 'ﬁlaaa* i&;ass in guoerman) o8 o group nF paasma
ngecuping the same cgiiss stetus or class cituatlion dovates the
‘pogsession or Yack of pover o exchage® .gzwds of skills for the sdte
- of incme iﬂ 8 gi.vm poonomic orders Such & gyoup of poveons 4o then »

© telase? 4n Ueohorien wsmg

Indls is o ﬁggggian: counbyye fipproximstely 80% of her populdtion
mém W1lagos with some 70%£ dariving thoir bealc Income from agriculture,
“i‘ha hi-;ﬁfﬁw- ﬂf vfﬁw Inﬁiaﬂym peasentry ts entisfounial struggle, wvhich
.hégs- dﬁﬁ’a&ﬁp‘eﬁ sgma iﬁéveaﬂy 20s of Mig contury s at the ting a

hs;stawﬁ#f““ ‘strugale fur sclving the sgrevien quostion.

| B £.G, Bailey, "Casto and Economic Erontier® -
{Panchestor 3 The PRachester nwiuamity Prass) 1957 ppt 184=185,
9. Y. .Chitbay, "From Caste o Clogs™ -
{ Aosod ated Publishing Houser New Delnies) 99&7,7
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A :Ba’r"th& time Inofs attainod Tndepdence, there had dsvsloped In
tha"ﬁn#ﬁt;ry extrompoly varied and intricete syctens of land-tenures The
i’ama of ;:rape:ty i.n iand eﬁ.sﬁng iﬂ Imﬂa &uday,w stata, Jand m
aaé gsasantty - are gmati&&ly rale‘mﬁ go tha forms of faudal Jand
. $enures Which had tdmn sha;;e by tha time vf the country?e colonfal

mﬁavmmt and which wers fumw aammaa uné:ar 8:3 si,sh mle L

| By the middlc of the 19th Century three hae;tg iand revenues
sya&m: bad buzm' gracually ‘iﬂ#’:ra-ﬁm:ed in the px:miincae of fri tich Indig -
} zaﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁy Ryctﬁari md ﬁiahalwar; » nll aeruim tha some. mﬂ Sp ﬁmly ta
f £onsorve for t!w Brits f‘h mimials sts the foudal axpmitatim nf the

Indion Poasanteys

The mncmﬁzxtma of land in India wes ot fﬁ;}weﬂ by
cuncentration of egriculture px_adactim * ﬁccawi.ﬂg to the tate ¥&
| 5&9} sewamy * of the total numbar of -agt“imxltarﬁfs%_m ,iha i;ﬁgaﬁad 151115—,
75% vers tengnts. Undsr the esmi~fsudal omopoly, in which lendlosds
T’gxmﬁtaﬁ 'taqm%a“’;"*' Y8 Rastyenikov shaped in Mo papers on "agrerian
, _gel;atima in Punjab how Iaﬁﬂ imsd, Mrsé sunerehip and the syatem a.?' semnism
foudal aiu:toitatim ‘has dmpadod tho dovolopmont of peasent fatms and the

smergonce of a woll to do crustas1?.

0 »Gigory Kotovgiyr “Agrarien Reforning in Indie® ('? <Eron. ﬁnfs*ﬁ.ﬂ hy
w3 Lami) Kim, Hsw Delhi, People’s Publiashing Hmaa} 1954,
At. Ve S&u.asmamy,; "fadres Rayatwart Tonant™ he conduetad spect g
suryey of tenant and landiord relationships in Madras province (quoted
from Gigroy Ketovsky = Agrarien Roforms in India opecdd p = l.ivwdeckion,

12+ V& Rastyannikov, on the *Forms of Foudal Exploftation of the
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9aasmtry in thta cclmial ﬁmjaw, {watmj fmm QO:y Kuﬁanﬁ;#-

| - Dr VY Sayang gays in this camgcﬁm that big and weaithy
pessonts mﬁd dens -thm tho Tt @&iﬁ by tenanto. The poorer .'psasmta:
were the ngln objoct of exp&aitatmﬁ by the mmayuj.mﬂam.ﬁ fhug
B Sﬁshi aays ”psasantry eonptitutes the most importent *class? in

& predominantly sgrarien country®1d

Knﬁwaky in his ‘Rgza:ian Ba?arma in zﬂd;a‘ wri tos that *the
agmavatim of tha cmtrezﬂctim betucon the productive forces and
pruguction relations in gna Indion country = side wwssess iﬁrtens.%ﬁad
the clase entogonisns The conflict uas ‘arsti:-f.mwai and mﬁaﬁ;@aﬁsﬁ&%
for Indle as ‘a uhole the poesent sovonent roached thé highoest &:‘émawa

the close of 1946 ond ths firat half of 1947,

| e PC Jushi in his *iend roforms in India' called the
' report of Indien National Congrosze of Doty 1947 8xes One of tho nost
TaCol COCUMENES seesseese $O 8 WPy InTge Bxtent to the objective of
*iand* to the tiller' aﬁé tho aboliti oh of nonecultivating Intorests
from iand, 15

Thus sfter independence the Zomindari Abelition fct vas
peseed, Under the laus providing for tho sholition of Zmmindari cyctem

this catepory of iad remoined as propeiiy.

13+ W Sayena, {quaoted from Kotowsky, “Aararien Reforms in Indis)op.citsp

14« PL Joshi, fLand Roforme in Indiad Trendo ond Porapective {Sombay
A1l io# Publichersy 19%5) Introduciion.,

15+ PL Joshi = Lang Reforme In Indiar Trends end Porcpectives, {Gombay

Allied publishors $975) Introduction,
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'm}.a closy of ‘big* Zanindare, %ngﬁ Zamindery cholition uas ﬂw&ra@g

aﬁ.li cantimed, 1iving on the Lazgease lavichod on them by the govts

They aun eonsi dor themselves soparate fmm the conmon aan. Dnly &

Pov of then hove courage and drivs to enter the sﬂaiaty of tho nooses through

politics in sticé.éi soTvicene

vefy often tho Inglen wiilenos at proacnt avro closdly
differsntiated 4n tos of gwnership conkrol and use ef londs so that, in
additian to p:zasfmz prupceiing propreitors subsisting xﬁizﬂ.‘y by fanily labour,

thero are other classos above and balou,

Hwavér,' soxi og of vinmav studion give ugs datsileg accounts of
diff oront clesses,. theip functional iﬁwzﬂapmdmcm. it ie alse trup thst
for consi doving thg promictlve systom, pmphacis $g 1aid on ﬁha'ma};ats onships
of lendouning elass and londloss, tocitly igroring the rolationghips of the
landownors wé lendless o the classses of peoples ' |

The studiss of {srinivos 1955, Mayer 1960 Beteiile 1965, and
Dumont 19740) 'gmin&w out Jati as a structurel end scomentory sxystwgﬁ
But 18 1s oy polnt of venturs to distuos about some other important festures

of rural Intdisn socicty other than caste.

Classes and units in o system of relationghips, The aurari an
stricture ig after all not on extamael Pramsuork within which various
tlasaes function, Tathap it fe the cumeiotol of the woy in vhich woch

group operates in rolstion to other grmgsa,.?? S8oteille eonsidorg that tho

15+ S0z TN Srinives, YSoccisl System of a Rysore Villeco® in 'villege India®
esditod by fackim Marriot (ﬂhicagm univeraity of Chigago Pross,1955)Pet=35

{tv) Ses Bayor, "Laste and Kinghip in t‘:entral India” (Berkalyx tinlvarsi ty
of Califorais Press 1950)

{£) Adnre Botsilie? "Casto Class end power? op.oit
{d¢} ODumont Louie {§970) Homo Hierastchicus (London Pal atin)
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atudy of ‘gaste ond ‘class hes to desl within the sets of problens prohlome
of dictribution end inter=relatimships.’®

- Mardete lsid primavy significaonce to the agrerion cless ralstions
Thay do rot confino thelr Antersst to the problem of cistribution tut tske
primary importence to the nature of relstion betwesnclassss. Thov consider

thoe relations ag relatione of concopts

By class 4t means rursl cetegaries of Indien wiilenes, These
Catenariss are oxhaustsd by émta&« Ths &finﬂggm ra’laﬁs themsax&ea in
significmt uays in theoe categoriens Mancher argues that the relations in
the viliage ars ¥ ary differont deponding on whother one is Invelved in
enall, middle or large 1@6&?@&5 furthermore, there is no commonly used
tezn as *peor® or'icusr class® though unguestimebly aucﬁ a class exiagtso.

- foat bf the viilaers ars ;mciws: that the lencounavship .;i.a susoniated
with weslth, powor and privilegs. tThe lmmw and the ladless have
ﬁ.ff“rarmgk .iatazfas}jﬁ. j,ﬁ atylos of 33.1?3,‘1? | |

:

37 Daniel Throner: Agrerien ?mapai:tsf in Indie {Dolry ol
Schonl of Economics? Undvergity of Delnt 4956)

18, See Andro Gcteilla, PLaots clacs ehd pousr™ op,clt pe 7

194 Joan P Mencher, *The Loste systom upside do@n, or the Not oo

- Fysterfous Emst” (curzent fnthropolegy Usls 15, Ha.d4) 9 4695 1974,



211

Throner clossifics throofold -adf;ﬂ.i sion of sgricultural mp
population intos Malik, Kisen and Mezdur, 1t gives the idea houw people
tlascify M‘seiﬁea:ﬁtﬁ rsgard to 'islie nature of work they porforn end
the kind of proporty they oum. ‘ﬁﬁ the basis of tha nature of wigk and
ounprehip, tho v‘ixzngsa:a clasel ¥y themeolvss in rural cetogories, vhidch

~eignificantly also point out the ﬁawm of velations betwesn thooo ‘cotom
guries which con bs defined here in terms of ownership, control and use
of pré;zerty o8 zaﬂda and these srs the most fundonental basis of social

&a.anggeg 50 clasa is used in locel tomms and not ;ir; glznbai tamaq

Thuo tha maming ﬂf claas dn. tt:e f'mtext: of !mﬁ.an village
is smwhnt {ﬁﬂ’mmt‘ iw the tima gasaad in Xndian mstcryg the
@mcepﬁ of i:l;—zaﬁs is .az.an changing. Uptil nm the ‘n&m' mzaama in
Indien villzagaa é:fa definad through land and mmpatimalzatmmm. of

tha villepars.

thile thate is no ﬁnanimiw on exactly vhat emsﬁbutas a
'class' it Lo regardad Baemti.ally as @y aggregets of parashe W!m occupy
thg some position in relation ta the nsans and omiaaﬁm of praduet&ma
They shaore a spscifie ca‘aua,l canponent of 1ifo chonces and comon
congitions liko factions, tlasses never exigts on thabr own bui onw

counterod dn the plurel «

Boyond thia, hwwaz, it nust bet seon thot classes are ultinakely
pﬁl“ tical oroups unitad by o common ingerest. The stmggie botusen the
tuo clascos 1o o political struggle. In contrast to caste, claosses ere
marked by a conflict of intoreste and horizondal lince of clsaveges in
terng OFf subw-urdinate snd suporwordinates. 4 clans society is marked bﬁ

&nstaﬁuity and chenge dug $o divergence betwesan octual Antoragt and
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- provelling fdoology.

 Hith tho sxception of ‘Bateina*a writingy barsly any sordous
thought has beon glven to the suliebility of the tern *‘cléaa'* within
‘indisn socisty. Pocock referrsd to the axifsﬁfengs af 1&&@;mm,s torns Eakuki
relating to different kinds of relatlonships betueen 1@6%&1: g
: Iaﬁmwnmm Getelilo has advocated the need to etudy the dialactic betuwee
idoss ond intovests in Tndien eociety in toems of relations contoting around
the ounership of 1and for vhich native s;:at;&ggﬁ#a axiats Ho romarks -
c;ars:xiﬁtaﬂsy that Farx sonceived of cless and class conflict in termg of
proparty relations, it iz strange that riﬁéw concopt has not been epplisd

‘in those ‘vmy‘ socisties fm wvhich ounorships of iaﬂﬁ ie pra@ﬁnmtf’ '

Becauso of the chenass in wﬁeﬁyg ‘the legitisacy of casts
for sll bohsviour hes beon meemﬁmﬁ, The ‘strength that 4t sl hee in
ﬁﬁ#ﬁiﬂ’g ‘aﬁwal rolations, howvayer, Has m‘zﬁ boon undaminam Viii Iagsté
have barome dusre of tha é&u%mca of tuo }ﬂiff@rmt syeatens of‘ saclal
ra‘laiimis; am& mrtai‘ﬁzng to the village and sther to thet which Briuys
tderives its strength and logitioascy from theo world cutsaids, -

Thus & factor reloted to sommunity ond caste but cutting
across both in class elsmenis and poli tice. To s certain the degres
of casts and community are reloted to scoupatl ons aﬁé tlans, but class

cutn stroce Caste ond community and oay in foct be nore important in

datornining positionpe?

. - . - _ PRSP

2( « Goa Dumont L,Qéia and David F Pocopk {1958} AfHoruart on “coste
Teligion and power® (Contributicne to Indign Soclology Hoe2)

21+ Qotollie «~ Caste, closs and pouer, op.cdt p=qi86,

2245l MikheT joot - Casto, Class and Politics in Caleutbae opot
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In rural arsss land reforag and govi. praogrammes have had a
defingioff oot upon tho class structure, tho princes and large loncofiners
have lost some powers, they fay still hovse local prestioge end loyaldy
which thoy use to cante;at olections, but thoy no longer absolutaly
control votos, Those vho romaln landlass lsbourors aro dependunt upon
higher c¢antes end arp often politically apathatic. But the nidile class,

vho cultivetes their aun lands is nov g politicel force to bo reckonsad
ulth, for &t is ploying oh incresing role in village lections under the
“Panchayati Raj" Programae in stato politics and Ln notional party
organisotions, This laet group s challsnglng ths treditionelly doninant
ceoto groups in some orease Tho canflict ic teking the political forn of o

struagle betuwaen sons inportent partlm.za'

Although clazz Pactor plays a part in politice, at tines in
support of caste and com.uncl factors, end othor cutting scroso them, the
impor tenen of class factor voriese In tho araas of party finance thsy may
by of great importanco in fields of choives of cigndidntes, peneral policy

ond issuos and as voto catches, they are lceo of Sndependant importance than

othor factara.u |

Thus cna of tho mat- atiking foature of thg stratification system
te = tho clogg correon mcm&mmmum « Tho oarlier enthno=
graphars were Intorested in the guostion - can costo also be callad cless?
Are thoy interchmgabic? Are thero eny fundocentel differences in the

choaractordistics of conto systens end clans cysten?

23+ Sellldukchorjent Casto and class end politico 4in Calcutta, Cpait
264 Tbide
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Scme studants of Indign sxcioty haud taken the atand thot caste and
cless ars two diastinct entities, Olivor Cox in his naw clanoic study
percelves caste es an entity compoged of sovsral endogamous QTOUDS,
whils caste is socislly boundad on all sldes.

£4 Sait thn British civdl acrvont in Indie during the first
dacade of thig contury, tadiing thios support from saenart oid othora
arguad that *the divislon into castes hes no ditect relation uigh the
cdiuision into classese They cems into exd otence indogpondently uvithout
regard to classos2S :

Ghurye in attempting to dofine coasta and in listing its
six outstanding fogtures emphasizod the distinction botucen coste
societics ond closs societiam by arguing that, “tho etatus of o
person (in o caste society) dapend not on his u-alth 25 4n the
clagses of nadorn Curcps but on tho traditionel ioportence of the
cacte 4n vhich he had the luck of baing bom .26

This aepproach dintinguishes botucon casto end class on the
groung thot 4s dotermined by birth and is endegamous, wvhilec a clane is
not cestoe

Tho cthor spproachg puts cats tlage on o continum in its
schems of clocatfying the stretification systan, As Ogburn and Himkoff
wrote, "class cociotics mcy Do reprusented cs extending from thoaso like
tha casts vhich ave rolaotivoly rigid or closad to thago which gre flax!blaz.?

28, Tho Census of India 19413 Vol.l Partsl (1913) p=365

26, GS Ghuryo 3 1 Caste, class and occupotiuno
rps 1=5 (Bombays Popular Book Leopot 3 1057)

27, UF Ogburn end OF Ninkoff = Sotiolougys P=317
(Bogton 3 Houghtam PAFFlin C0,1940)
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A moro recent study of goclial differcntistion vhich ranks
tha stretification gyctens of verious societigs on tho banlo of degros of

parnoabilily puts Indias's casto oystan at tho bottom uith permoobility qt"
Zaro, whilsc closs oocioties liko Amorica’s arc zankes gt the tap.ze This
gchool doao not beliovo Lhat tho distinction botuesn ceste and class in
unchangeble, £ Roso explid tly statoes that, *chass hardong into caste
vhen the joalous upper closs rasisis or rotords the adnisddon of commonors,

hotevor groat tholr mom ¢ or u:a'l.th%g

Yot cnother approach in tho gtudy of casta snd clags deels
uith the empirically obtained rolcot onships bstussn caste hierarchy and
economic hicsarchy. It 19 noro mrexinont in tho expSrical studics of Indle
socloty does during the lost throo decelcs or so by sociologliats end
antiteeopologists. Thoy are intercsted in euch quostisne as tu vhat extent

casto hisrarchy end sasclio-cconomic hisrgrchy carresz:md.su

These vericus enproaches are not neccssorily mutually
exclusivo nor sre thoy completsly apposcd o ono another. Thp lost approsch

thorefo-o 48 closer to tho focus of this otudys

28. Rarro Sucloatogad "Socinl Differantipbion®s p=GS (Newyork Dovid
fiackcy CD.‘1965)

29. €0 Reeos Principlos of Sociologys pe341 (Meuyomks ThoCentsury Co.1920)
30e Sap Hatolllfes Casieo, Llaza ond Pouor op.cit
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1t 49 provalent wion thot Gento uxzise syotem 1o not gtatic end gogg
on chanoing 4ts roles. In the face of a conflict botucen tho forces of

tradition and modornity psople houe differently eotinated sbout tho Pote
of cesto in contaaporary India. To gome cesto cgystom eppoars to boe dying,
gue to the effoct of modornizotion ond secularvisstion, Thusp wo should sgos

s8s to what conceptis aro proved by diffcorent villasge studiee ahout tho view

of cootos

Gne of tha most ioportart villspo studies done by Andre Detellle
¥as tho study of s villego in Tonjoro district of Socuth Indie{costo,class
and poweor, 1969), Tho author's thosic 4o that in tho tzediticnal gtructure
of tho village sripuron tho cleavagos of ¢sste, tlacs and pawer tended to
run aleng tho om0 groovcse Tho omathar argquus that bocauss of external
influohecos oporating on tho villags for tho past sovoral docados, this

clear cub systam has got somowhat blurred and today it £s not so neat as it

is uscd to bo 3.n‘tha paste Educotion ond othcr benefito sscocloted with 4t
have dravn the 8Srohming to urban ocoupotions, Congogquently, lendholding
pattern changed end 1ad did not romaln a Grahadn monopolye Such mossures

as Adult Fronchisos and Penchyatl Ra§ braught sbout decancontratian and
diffusion of pover. Povor 1o cordng to bo located in a more diffarontd ated
structura. Thus a comparativa opon nocis) system haa como into ed otence 4in
uhidh boih clacy snd power positione hove attasined greater noasures of

autonony in relotion to caste. Thus vhat Dotoille chservos vas that neny

arcos of socipl ond politicol 1ife in Sripuren werp bocoming increagingly

‘eante Proe' ond the sconomsic and the politiecnl otructure wero gatting increasig

ly differentigtod from caosto atruchureqm



PRro€fSrinivas in tha etudy of s villone Rompura in Nysore has
describad 1t as a structure of rolationship of role and stetus (in
village India od, by flackim farriot 4955) He found that ssch caste in
the village vas a.cocdeted with the proctice of a ga:ticuiat oveupation .
fleny monbors of varicus costes did not follow their traditional
occupctimo. The stabiichaent of relcticnships of mester and servant
landonor and tenant, crediior znd dzbtor all of ubich oay cut ocross the

barricrs of castc Dring about changos in tho goclal systu.32

Cailey irn (costa ond Scoramie Frortloro) oludyinn e vilieps
8isipora, o villegu in phulbani Hateict in Diiocae, hes cuccendoy in
doscribing the dhangns vhich bsve boon braught zhaut in tho agtructurs

Ofcdpara eocd ety ovee g hundrad yoarg of Drilish roln, 33

Kathlecn Gough who studlicd ths villaye Kacbspotti from $95¢

to 1952 rcporbe semo rosulte of field vork in Yanjors Ulstrict, how the
sociel eycton of Kunbapetialy ie undergolmg radical chengs in its
declining interratli o ond groving dmpendenca on urbon oy naotional

institutiona ord o vider cconomy. It in a chznge in tho sonae of
trenaformation thnl Mics Gauph reports. Tho loss of land by drohains,
independence fron Br:hining fﬁhieuad by loucr eostes through scquisi tion of
land or by entoving businesn, political orgonisatlons and aglLaticongs
Theoo events lead ta tho brodidoun of como tabobas that kasp tho cestes

apart in hisrorchical ordas.

31. Sco Andro Betollic, Y“Casote, cless and polities® op.cit {concluaion)
32, Srinivag, ® In villace Indla Ed. Dy Nodiim Aarriol) opacits p-1=35

. 33¢ FoGe Boiley, "Cantu ono ecorotmic Frontirers? op.cit
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filso they lead to a rounion of people from different castas, in vhat
we recognise a9 Clossos = people congclous of common caugo in the

strucnle to i-prove iifae cham:emm

Alan A Oocals in his poner Ychengo in tho leadership of a Mysore
villege® shous hou the nost impartont chenges came in the taste and
cherecter of thoso vho control the social ond econonic Mifs of the

villago, 2

Thogo studios dhow that casto as an institution i1s chonging 1its
rolo. A nsuy occupaticral mobility 15 coming duc to Rodurnicotion,
Lostornicgtion ond Incustrislicatien ond flow Edication. In rocont years
gona ptudics haove provided insdghto on tho crsulrgs clecs dfforentiation

within the peenantry. Yo refer to tho findings of o P of theso studies
| as ilwtrotios of ths tendoncies of dovnu-rd mobillity tithin the

and loues

uppnr costos and of upverd of sociel gtrafa pithin ths middle
caatos,

in a atudy of fcgional end casto factorg &n India’s Dovolopmont®
KoflsRa} *triod to chalyso the data on costo and occupctiong, chovs that
thoro ig o corrograndcnco botuecon casto and claogs pnd class cuts perogs
costo divisions. Ho says thet cloas diffcrentictions vithin upper, the

mictle ond louce costas hos boon intongificd in rgocent ycars.;ss

34, Kathleon Gough, "Caste in Taenjore Villasgs" An village India ed.
fickio Norriot: opeclte p=36~52

35. Alen R Bralg, *Chango &n tho leadorship of fysors Villsge® in
villago India odeby AtKin Narriots op.tite.

2G. KI! Roj, "Regional and Ceste Pactors in India's Devolopment) gquoted
from Lco,& Polll.cckly, Anncl U0.7,8(1079) p=343.
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Srinivas'’s recent village study *the Rencbored villgho®
tek off note of the dlvercenca of class froo castes. Ona finds Srinives
spadiing of conflict botieon tha rich and the poor by tho wvenlthy end the
pruerful of the village in the prosant work, vhile in hig eariler vilioge
studlos ho opoks of mostly high ond low cootos.

finalysing th2 chong2 dn tho roleo of comto in tho villege
oeanony, ER Leach onalysos hos casto community is no longer hﬁmogennua
in occupation and veolth ar.»d hos caate today o limiting rothier. than
detormining foctor in thz choice of eccupstiona, Indocod the mnjor
cenfliect overrodo * all othors that bstucen londed and lendloss. 1€
rosults fron scuto goricultural over-populati an, tho concentration of lande
outtzrchip within a conll=fraction of tho population ond tha fallure %o
dovclop inductriel enploymont for surplus vilicpope It guoms logical
to concluds that sush ccononmic and class conflicts thatover thelr outcoma,

will in futuro, weasken the identitliesn of ceeta.sg

aAnand Chokraverti’s study of a Rajasthen villzoo rovells

that the ncu lendwoxning clacs is no nove idmndical vith tho Rajput cesta.sg

Jdan Bronens otudy of e South Cujrat villcoge characterisas their procees

as 'dopetronicokion of relationschips botwosn tho dominant landouning caastes

in the ono hend ond labouring castes on the othsrﬁn

37. Stinivee, "Tha Ranznborod Vitlege® F=169 (Oxford Univorsity Press,

Dolhi 1976) quoten fron 'Economic and Politidal Usekly) Annunl Hoe
7,8(1972)

30, ER Loochy od.TAzpects of costo inticuth India® Ceylon ‘and Horth Yest
Pokcdoton, (Cambridhe Universlty Prase, Combridoo) 1979s p=1.10
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Amil Bhott &n his 'caste cl aes and pelitics{1975) cpys that

it ig cuident thet testo in its traditional sonee is veskening. Oeslidos
congtitultional provisions end legielotive measures, industrislisation,
educotl on, socio-coonomic forcos end public sentinents have sll been
dir ected to oradicnte 34, Uhile tho costo $5 wepkening as as social
phenomenon, it hao a,equiésﬁ g uniqus pignificchee as a political
fForcos Socipl stratification in India no longer approximstes to the
gradi tiongl ¢aste model o  An individuslts saﬁmammc end politicnl
1ife today io not entailed by his cooto position in any simmificent
neasur Ca Inotaad BR tho wofilo of social sirztificution in modern India
iz ans of increccing statups incongrusnce v d relative opewness. The
sogio~ocononic and political dincieiong of social stretificstio ere
baoconing incroazingly differentiatod from the agscprlptivaly caste
tinensi one Conosguantly, tha major neens of uobility in traditional India

*Sanskritizotion® is being bypasced &n favour of politicization and
modemization, Thus the goclial structure in Indis is not thet tadel

talle homogenous, conbinative and inuuluta.“

sinhg {1964) slev shased in hip study thot coste in its

traditimal genso in uweakening, Besides comstltutional provigions

3%. Anond Chakravartl, "Contradiction ond chonge™ (0xPord
Univoraity Presy, Dolhi) 1975 pebG=00

40, Jan Oromans Potoonags ond Explofitat? on 1978 (Iniversity of
Califomis Pross, Deskely, California) p-225-257.

41, Sco Ansl Bhatt, ‘Castn, Class and Politicsg® 1978
{ Nanchar Sook Uopot, O21hd)
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and legisiativo mosaures industrilizetd on, educctiion, thse impersanal
relatimo of mosbeors of various cactes have changod considerably during the
past tumty ycare = Ipn Sinha's words, "Uhat is dying is cesto hiorarchy,.
tho acceptenco of wperior end inferdinr status with concomitont social
obligations ond raostrictiono. ot is groving is cmﬁaista or tho

individugl'e doaxdence on "z costo for cocial and counomic aduaucﬁnmhdz

1¢ these stucien chow tho cheongs in the social structurs since
tho throa docades of Indopondeico, Yot vo nov brifely exosing sone
intoroating enthropalogicel ptudiey an rural uvhen adorscoed thomoalves

to the axsmingtion of intoraotl

In hig *uhan Castojarrior Palls® Siversten griod to find an

anm-:ar. to tﬁe guastion by'ER Leach ™if e caste aroups tume itszelf into a
politieal foction coes 4% cease to ho a casto? In his study of TR({Thyag
asgmucthiren) viilago 4n Panjore Disirict in South Indin, S{vertassn
éﬂparat'zd the three problerms implicit Ln the qusstion raised by Loachs
ang-g Cegte oot oo on itsdlf a noy zole nomely a political role, tuoe
as n consunutncg ¢f thot $n courgn of canflict wvith other cantas, and

thr co-uhothor politicsl conflict boutiuoon ceste altere thalr higrarichical
rooitiong within thc oocial cyston. Sluvortsen’s answer to the firvat tuo

is yose Tho nlreoscy cxdoting besis of solidori ty, according to him helps

Indian FPaychologi cal Reviews 1964, oL 2 pago=254%(
S
% 5. bhlk. T
)
ME-
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tho easto to ocquiro the nev Tols without much difficulty. As to the

thicd problen, hSs answer is, "uithout ncocossarily cltoring the

hicrarchical order as such®, gono could note “chonge In the balence of
powor®, I'n TA he could bbasrve, "tho dulndiling of the poser of the
trodi fionally priviloged groups in whoso hends economic and political
control had bocn voestod, the econonic and political adwancomeont of
subordineto cxmtes ond tho dispution of foudel bonds and trad tional
1nyalitioa".4 3

Betollle intorpretcd nore boldly the dhonping relotions
bptucen coste, class end poues, tHe cayo that both claso and pouer

have today s grectaor neg.ure of autonomy in ralation to caoto"-“

fatley looked ot tho preblen of intersction botuoon traditional
cocioty znd the cenocratic political oyoted nuch core opurationally.
fFron tha vory otort in hio (Pollitifal and Saocial Uhongo) he goes
into the guostion of uhat makes the traditional oscioty ond denocratic
polity digparato gnd cho ai:a the intermeciarios cho bring thon tow

gother in an opcrative relationghip, Porlisnentery domocracy prow

supposos a Yoonplex socioky and not on adgregato of cinple cocieties™.

At tha theoriticsl lcovol vhat ie noeded 1e to find & conceptual

43, Sivarston 3, "whon casta boarrier fallo™(London Gasrgo fiion
omd Unuin 1963) ps 910

44, fndro Botoillos Casto, cloes and pouor 3 opl.cit pager 4~7,
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framovork into which both the speclalizod political rales of repreosontatives
Institutiong end thoaundifferantl ated roles of troditionsl soci ety will
fit®, B8y ugy of inter-nodiaries Batleoy has identifled o subatential
numbsy of politicel spocies tho overcenc tho dioparatencss of cocd ety
angd polity. He rcecords o subtie procecs of chaonge todding ploce in
both these areos through tho initiativo of tho intor-=nodiaries

who bolong to traditicnal society eond understond tho denomnds of the
nov polity, Tho end rosult of thoir ottivitics would bo tu cloge
# the imongo gap in corrunicotion betweon the 0lito uho rulo cond
masses vho are governcd?. Thoy halp building of conif tumncices boyond
the traditional confinecs of femily, villcge ond casto and nohilising of
votorg, Tho change that Jolloy speaks of thus occcurs st threo

different lovele of tho cmorgenes of o nou political olite, ond at tho

lovel of o now goclo=polltical gystom rhich becomes increasingly viable.ﬁ

Ur AH Somjeoo in hig "Donocracy ond Polliticel chonge® studied
the oporatien of Donoeratic Political syston of tho villago 1tself 4n
a villege near Ahnodabade Tho author had obsorved democracy in sction
end theo conscquent political ch-ngo which ocourod in pural community in
Indioe Tho cormunity undor the impact of domocrsey and forces rolensed
by it no lengor ronalned In tho near stegnent condition; In wvhich £¢

had boon Poar conturieco,. Groduol but dofinito changas was noticoaoble

45, FG Bailoy, "poliMee and gacial chonas®{1963) panes221
{Borkaely, Celifornis Univorsity Pross)
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in all ualks of 1ife, The introduction of democracy and the consequont
politicnl chango eczocated neither chans nor suddenly disliodged those

vho had 6h mthert?uaynd powor baccuso of tholr sociol ond familiaer
stotus end boticr economic condi tlon, For como tino thay continued

to reap poiitical advontagd erising out of thair rolativoly suporior social
and ecanomic pusition, in spite of thu introcduction of domoCracy. OBut
socon thay began to escounter challewgos from sociol groups thaot wore
inferior to their oun but numerically strongere Theze lottor, who

veore duniod success to pouor in the post, posed o gorious threat to the
fornar, particularly duo to tho indroduction of gn clectivo oachinery

for slecting ropresontotives of ths locel councu.ac‘

Thug it noone thot lenelly thero cunnotb by gny politidal
stratl ficatien according to casio, tlauss croed or oex in o devvcracy
such an Indio bocouen ovorybody $q giluen equal voting pouor end
ci tieen status. Uictuening three oojor dincngicns of stentifications
pocial, cconanic ond political =~ TE Norshall wrifog, ™ OFf tho politicael
phuol dloucncionee it chould be notoy thot in medern domoergeicn, thore
con bo no gtratificotion of Lnadividual on the boulpo of voting poLehy

oinco 4% 4s equ lly distributud,® 47.

46, Dr Al Somjnp, "Dcomocracy and Political Changa®, Pages 15(1971)
{uricnt Long on Ltue Huw Colid)

A7, TE Narchall, & "Llacs, citlizenship ond socicl development®,
{ pagot ~141, Garden Lity, Low Yorks Doubloday end conpony 1964).
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But ho argues that there cen beo stratificstion on e politicel

dissneion in terms of actual distribution of politicel avd governs
mental positions, influance, activity etc. Thus in actuality there

art olvweys somg who participate and the mctual use of theso epportunities
coudd be one of the major basis of stratification in a gociety. A
ao::ieti could be highly oqualiteriaen or highly hiorarchical in

relation to tha distributdon of participation,

The inoportancs of Pol

obvious in o domocratic system, if nothing alsg, participation is the
fundanontsl valuo and its gvery besls. 1In an opan domocratic systems
pasticipation 1e open to all groups and f3 the main nechanism throunh wvhdeh
the syaten onsuroes popular control and governmontasl's accountability

to citizena, The fundamental goal of political participation s to

enable ordinary citizens to influencs tho actiong of gout. In

fact sonme scholers like verba and Nie define participation as those

acts by citizong that are aimad at influenheing the choice of the

govt, perso nnaife

If all groups have equal opportunity to participate end if they
do, in fact participato, 1t helps to svadld the situstion vhere ons
gmgfssta goals which would effsct mother, This Bay be perticularly

rolovant in a nociety where the most important coriteria of aoncial

stratificotion arp some ascriptive charactoxistics, eand thure certain

48, Soo Vorba Sidnoy and fiie Nobnan = “"Participation in Americen
Pol. life", {Now Yorks nﬁbar ond Row, 1972),.



3 26 ¢

' groups are traditionally doprived of ony slito positions on the
basis of birth, Une of justifications for special reservations for
schodulec captos ahd tribes in legislatures end govt, ia that high
xEnsx caste leadors should not sit in Judgsment on tha nsods end

problene of the deprossed castu¢49

1f domocracy stends for a fore opan and oqualitarien

sod ety, politicel participstion should not only be legally sccessible

to all secctiong of the sogisty but chould cr;eata such conditions in
practico that snoble everyone to participste. In rogard to a taeste
syatom, this relses o guostion whether one’s PFosition in tho cests
hiorarchy becomes sn important ®resource? for politicsl participation,
In tho languape of social mciencs, to vhat oxtont does caote status
bocoms a cause for high or low lauvsle of participation? In India sharg
is univeorgal adult Pranchise and all adults aro lagally givon the
status of a citizon, but Jou stotus castes may find 1% :m‘f'zu_:xt to
participato bocausa eocinl cond tions mey not He conducive or, bocsuse
of their lower soci owsconomic popition thay may not gol easy access to
nore difficult forma of political parncmaﬁon.-sﬁ

Robort Dahl gsays that it may bo that sources{sducation,
knoulodge confidencs, orgeniastion ond other ekills even maney) noeded
for cffective porticipation wx mapy gll bes ectunulsted in thoe honds of

thoe privileged castes. And Lf higher costes have all the resources’

49, fAndil Bhatts ?Caste, dlass ond politice® op.cit pagos 14
50.1bids page 3 14
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neaded to participate, then thoy may control positions of pwawe
pover and influonce, X7 rosources necessary for offsctive
perticipation gre disperecd, then there vould bo o widor

dletetbution of pover 51

fiorsover, political participation may be especlally
Sirportent for the doprived groups, A great deal of history of
danocratic politica shous effarts by thg undordogs of ths socisty
to ioprove their conditions of life and o cqualisoe thelr
opportuni ties through politidal sctivity. ELven _Kan fiarx conceded
thet in a political danveracy s right to voto meons a algnificent
shara in poiar, For the “working class® ho urote,; “"universal sufferage
memns pﬁlitical{muwﬁﬁ for the prolotariat forms great majority

of tho mm&&tim‘.sz If the political system Lig open and stzixfjaa

for sgqunlity and seculerism, thus low status costos might find the
political sphero more gad 1y accensiblo to then and might use
pnlitical chownals the reprosentative ingtitutions, the adninfstrat-
lon = tho judiciary - to ovorcome, social and economic deprivations
far tho low status cemtos, political sphere could bocoms a maln

avonus of goclial mobility,

Aftor Ocmocracy has coms to India , "Political-Uevelops
ment? has occcured in India in those threo docadese Citizens have

becoms politically participent, pasty and elgctoral instithtions

51. Robart Onshl, *iho govems? poge B85-80
 tlov Haven: ¥sle University <Press, 1961)
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have energed, idontificotion and commitment to natl cnal symbole
and g natl onnl systom hao occured and the polity has expendod

to the rural evd safs oocisl perripherye In an institutiohal end
lttitﬁ#&nai senge at tho micro-marco levals, groat political change

has teken place since indopendinCse.

Uhat change and how much politi€al devaelopment, te @ |
controversisl question, One cen get smbroiled in endioss disputes over
opporpriatensss of the conceptualfsstion of scholars such sstepner,
Ooutsch, Eisenstedt, Huntington end others. #s Héntington has put it,
is *rigiculous to think of Indie as underdeveloped in chsmnco of
the *Modernizing® social end acménm progresse ﬁmtzariy, there
has boen 1o noat sequence of change in India from ‘social frustration?

totpolitical participotion® 8o politicsl instituionalisation to political
stabiutymss

At o wWider soclotal level, denccratic participation and
tompetitive politics may play a crucigl role in eocial change. It
ie sloo possible that cpen politics may produce qudte opposite
congegquences, that is, tho leready privileged and sntrenched starte

mey sanipulato it to consolldate, thelr pouer end pogitions. Thare is

S2.0uoted in 5.0, Lipest, ® Intraduction®, in flarahall, ™Class,
citizonohip and soclial dsvelopment). op.clt page 12,

53 Huntingtons *Political ordor in changing society® 1968 (lew
Haven end London, Yals University Press) Page BowiG,
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another function that participation may pscform for me'lm statug
Caste, 1t is %ha paychologicel funotion of ralsing thalir self=-

ostesn ond naking thom fosl that for once they ore at per with the
high barn. In a dapoacracy, éazcwer:, o individual vho camot
particlipate becasen of hig social position 15 4n some gonso not =
fud)l member of tho socleoty. As Sidngy Vorbg pute, it, * in g acciegty

vhera participastion is o valuo, varieblity to participstion reprosents

8 severe deprivation ‘54

studmts of participation hava found thpt all types of
poutical activitiea, clthough interslatod ate not interchangablao. A'
distinction thorofore needs to be made, smong different typm of
political activity. Lestor Milbrath has arguod that thers is a
political hierarchy of participation based an the cost of the
politicel nect. Accordim to him, voting, talidng politics or wearing
8 button ars A fPicult acts and mors people ars sngaged in thoae acts,
He calls them gpectator sctivitics, Attending s political smeating,
making s monatary contribution ote, are aore difficult then tho uap
spattator activities, and TMuxe thoy require rolatively greator
inyoivement on tho part of tho participants and ars describad as

tranpglitional sctivities. na ths tép of the hiararchy are vhat are

54. Sidnay Verba, "Domocratic Participationw, The Annals
(CoLXXIZI {Soptomber, 1967) S3~78 Pagow 57,
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tsllsd gladiator activitien = caspaigning saliciting poiitical fundp,
holding lesdorship positione otce = which sre most dif Ficult and
vary fou people patticipa@ in !;hem,,ss

Verbas and Bie qletinguidt among fbur mados of participetion

- yeting, campalioning, eoaparat.!va ang contacting ’miviﬂaam the
ground thet these activities ralated citizens to the system &n
significently difforant weys snd hava difPerent political outcomes
for tho oitizene and for tho syctom. Different modes of participstion
may bring ol fforent reverds and gratificatione end theoy may have
porticulatized outcomes affacting one tndividusl or a o or _the'y may
have gore general outcomss aff ceting ;:he soccigty or a major policy.
Thoy also differ in the individuals ability to have iopact. Yoting
for oxenplo has a more general outcome whors on individual participates
with othors and ﬁy himgelf has little impact on the chdlces
prosontad in citizen = initiats contacts, on the other hand tha
Pusikmadar porticipant himself déc,!.dea the subject méttsr of the

contrects, he vorks olone or with one or two individuals, the out-
come $¢ moro particulhrized and he may perticipate more fraguently,
Eopirically alan‘ thogo four modos of perticipation are aatingeu-ishﬁle;
A footor anelysie of the dots from four notion study qmwe- that in
asll faur countries, thase four modss of per ticipstion though interacted
‘ara onpiricel 1y distinguichnb 1008 |

§5, Loster U Milbreth = *Political Perticipation?
pagas q7~22 {Chicagos Ranl fic-ilally) 1957,

i . P . @ o *r e, -
[ - L.iw__: e A .”‘:‘-'. ie P -
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Uoting o tho basic ford of participstion and L
congidored Pundemental in a domocratic system, It affosts the chadce
of public porsonnel and L9 ths adn sechenisnm by vhich repronentatives
arsc made eccountablc to the people. But voting provides only o
periodic opportunity to participaste, fost studies of participation
sonafdar voting as an elonentsry act of partic&paﬁ.ms.ﬁ? Ribrath
puts 1t at tho bottom of tho hierarchy of participation, Buf becauss
it is relstivaly easy act or becasse more people enpegs in voting
than in eny other typo of activity, 4ts toplicstions shasld not be
yndormined, ¥for thoss who ars undorgons znd ave at tho bottom of the
hioparchy, it might ecrve as a pavorful activity in a varioty of wvays,
the lower tho social snd oconomic status tho higher tho ircportance of

voto,. st

' 56, Seo Vorba ond liie ® Participstion in Amorican politicel 1ife%,
A brief discussion of this distinction is also to be found in
sidnoy Vexbn, Bashir Ahmed ond Anil Bhatt,"Race, Laste and
Politice (Baverly Hillas Sage Publicatims 1971) Chaps %

57. Soe Sidney Verba, N filed J Kim,"The oodes of Domocratic participation®
A crose National conmpasion, comparatice politics sories, flos,01-043
(Boverly Hillos Sege Publicationn) 997%

58, Anil Bhatt = "Caste, Class & Politicssy (975" op.cit Page=S?,
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@ number of indopth studice in Indla have shown that lower status
castes have boen able %o isxart influonco and have galt_wu in bargaine
ing poucr because bf thelr voting strongth. I; golecting candidates
for oloctions, political parties often have to c__;ma m:.deratim

to the cesto composition of the constituenciea. This has enabled
many logmﬁama costes to bo politically influential on the basis
of their numsrical strength,

Many authors 1ike Lipsst §n *Politicol Nan® have corolated
political participstion with many othor resourcas like wealth
aducotio, urbonication and industriclisation, He shous s dizscd
coralation of demncracy uith Econonic Development, which means &

corel ation betuveen participation and sconomic devalopments Ho says
ﬁmﬁ the emucated people from unedusated, Nale from fasale, rich
from poor end young fron old participate mors, Thus Lipset's major
concarn o to focus on tho cources of both cleavanaes snd congensite,

both allggedly nocossary for demczacyﬁg

Gusepps D1 Paloe, in his *Apathy end participstion? has
teisod thras quastiang 1) wvhat mekes peopls perticipagte? 31) How
much politicel partisipation $s there? i41) Uhat are the offects
of this participatin® on the funciioning of the modorn policy?

59+ Seo tipaets “Political FAan®, tho socinl basis of politicse

{Bonhayt Vekils Foffer and Summans 1960)
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o uivided participation in four categorios.

Ho soyet = 1) gonmo poople dovoto tholr full tine end enorgy
to polities,

2) 5thﬁre chonge to remain intorestoc but passive spactators,

. 3) For cong polity is g matter of continuous ondrasponsible

attenticne

4) For others political activity is episodic or ehgeged only
in ts.msa of crigis.

He slew discusses thoes aspects of mass participation that
involve relativoly simpls, cormon and undemanding ectivitien.
Such as voting, digcuseing politics, seeking information end boing
intercsted in politics, enu forming o political organigation,
He coys "participetion s o function of the indiuviduszls® post tion
ir. encloty and hio attitudes touverds the polity. Evidonce gbout
USA consistantly reveles that participstion is grester asong the
botter egucataod, with Mgh_ar income end occupation, the mombers of
dominant sthnic groups urban residents, nen, poople wvith high status
in socioty, participstion 1g higher smong parsons who Posl close to
political systom®. He soys that political cynicism, suspicisusness,

feoling that politics are reooto, throatening, corrupt or ingfrective
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leads to politicol apathy, He corelstes political participation with

Plodarnigati on and econonic develnpmmt.ﬁu

Thus with these studi s 1% rosults that a comparativoly
trad lanal sociel structure and en undar-developed oconoay ol o
cowrane participation beconse esclal ekills snd sconooic oppartunities
inportont for participation, e in tho hands of priviloged minority.
Uidcsproad povarty, a leck of egducati on, scarcity of modarnised
occcupobiang and a8 tendsney tovsrds rigidity of soclal positions
nvoids pariicipation. Roreover, even 1f the political aystem
npdopnizes end formally recognises egual ﬂghtn of particlpation,
many poresons find §¢ EfPicult to porticipate becsuce soclioty
romaing a cysten of conflicting cconoric and cless intoreote in shich

pover ond *recources continuo to ba uncgually distributed.

Thug évm 17 the political 'ayetem has modornisocd, the
portcipation in politics is still in the hende of thosa pouerful
to some oxtent. Thus C.lekehmsng in his caste dynanics in village
India says, 7 ... then once we have apted for sn begen to move in

tho dirsction of an sgpalitorien socioty. This romatng still a far

g8,

60. Biusappe Olplema = Apothy and Pagrticipation?
Rass Politics in Uestomn Sociotiem. Pafes 3=19(1970)
frec Press, tas York Collie, Mecmillan Licited U, London)
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crye Costeo ie playing a significant port in several aspocts .af’

our 1ife, for from baing slimingtod fron the soclal framauork

1% 10 being atrongthensd due o veri oue Porcas opereting in thoe socicty.
The monstrous rise to casteism, slorming proportions in ell walks of

1ife injocts a sange of defaction and guspicion shout the disappearencs
of thp ceots phenomenon, For tho sske of argument, cuon 4if mo grant
that Lto effoctivensss in urben areas ic of doubtful cetegory, yet it -

con be reckonsd within the rurol amas“.m

Lishe thg ebove discussion we will ses nouw finelly how the
By stucying different -

village studios wo could sum up the change in the willagge in the

follouing conclusions .

Firgtly, before tho arrivel of drmocracy in the villane,
tho sharo 4n cuthority of tho villege, uos to a largo estent, a
function aof one's socisl end economic pogd tion, As opposed to
this the ioplomentation of depocratic procodures in sonstituting
pulitical authority, introduced a principle vhich was unconnected uith

Such g protedure

hod to oporatc An o cocioty in g cociety in which, in actuaml practics,
not the individual but tho group to which hs belonged conetituted tho

61, € Lokaimanas "Caste dynomics L village India®
Year 1973 {NMachikets Publicati ons Ltd, Bombay) Papes XII
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bapic unit. Ths majority = minority mochinisn instead of operating
on the baszig of the individusl Oresly giving ons or the other
agroups os dictated by his politics, becans a vshiclo of social
groups poiitics,

Ss:em#lyg aftar tho introduction of denocracy in the
Qiliago tho old ond venaraetod lsaders of Phe highsr castos found
t.hamséluca enjoylng thair pouors 4in tho past with unquasticning
obediencoe, Tho arrivaol of demacracy on ths othor hand, trukes
trosted conditions vhich did not encble thom aulomatically to
roach or rottoin, tho positiong of pover, To uork for posi tions
of paser end to defend thoo opoinst Ky the social groups that
uarg hithortoMdis subsoruiont £o t..om uvos unpleagent Por them as it
tan unfeniliare Thoy thercefore yilalded thair positions to their
younger fien. These youngerrmeon poinfully learnedg thy st of
mubilizing the support of a numeyicsl mojority by mobilizinn thelr
oun groupg and the geroups that wers gympathelic to thum, and aleo
by diviging ths follauing of thoir opﬁmnnts. In course of tioe,
tho art of coalition, making bocano rore gnd moro comples, At the
other extrcse, ths iatroduction of clootive machinsry opsncd up
- g possibility to tho hitharto politicolly und.rprivilessd groups
to attedn a rongo of ptatutory and non~gtotutory polditical

papitions for theiz neabers rathor than status,
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{3) The neuly introduced devccratic proceduree rohoted
not only on ths relationship betuoen groups and thelr lesderehip,
| bit also opencd up tho possibility of intlumeing\iaéd siohs on
putlic policy and tiwir implementation, Now poiitical tools of
diroct approoch end mass epprosch in oroor to athisve tho denired
political objectives, camc to bo adopted hy the s:iuegm's*
Similariy, tho dociaimns making procecs in ths willmme, uhieh
befors the arxrival of denocracy was relatively simple effalr,
bocamg wldaly Hek disparsed, It nou invelved an increasingly
n¥utsxs é:eater nusher of people uho opinod puwore, concurred
protestcd otc, for oy againost thope who uore diroctly invdlved

in depision meking or In dscision exscuting,

{4) Tho imtrocduction of danooreli ¢ procadures did not
diroetly petohblich democracy in thi villego, but gquostionad,
intorgetad and provided institutional fecllition for the rejection
af the ontrenched positimeo of posar to dominoto and o oXe

clusively make decigliong in tho doy to day mattsmmof the villoenoe

If 8 5 a gongouumncs of all these, gracudly chenged
tho gtidtude of the pwnle to political authority in generel ond
@illane political authority in poviicular. From a guict
obodienca to authort ¢y in tho prowdsnocretlce doys, tho vill mes dow

asgunsd the role of judgss of whot 44 did end vhat it falled Lo doe
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They now opanly grumhied and conplained égainet the indifforence and
inafficicncy of thoass &n position and authority. At tines, they
even suppastod hou tho poople in suthority could have acted in the
Xxukpazt interent of ths villoge, Beohind such coments and
suggestionsg lay their groping gearch for authority thot vas geared

te service rether then record ~ keoping adnind stration,

Finally, thoro ups tho participation of tﬁo viilaga in
nationel politics, This was confined to discussion of naticnal 1osuse
ond participation in tho gsneral eloction,. Since no viliager wap
d:lréet&y involved in  them the voteras onjoyed greter frozdonm in
slectoral cholce. Tho sfjoyment nf such @ fresdom end frank
discusstion ebout ths record of varicus candidates roccted on the
politicol aystem of villoge, n:éﬂf, The letituds onjoyed in tha

gensral elections was gracually pressed for in local politics,B2

62+ Dr AH Somjco, “Denmocracy and Politfcal Change®

in village India® op.cits pages 17.
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Thus the dissertetion on caste, cless and phiitics in tho
‘village Haryans, atteopts to exsming the relation-ship amung
“the throe najor dimensions of soclal structurs, Ay mejor concemn
i1 to compars and corelate secriptive, sociowgconomic, and
politicol dimansimns of sockal etratification. ¥ &b partlcularly
intorostad in exanining the sxtent to which political positions are
entallad by casts and class positions in thoe viilege, The study
aloo oddrpsses ftself to the intoreasction botusan sraditional socisl
structure and nodoan donooratli o politicas. At a more specific loveol
the atudy uill exzaing tha.extmb of traditional nodol) of gocial stre=
tification,
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7 fioat of the Indian casto studies have beon dong by
anthnographers end social anthmpalogiets. Though tests 15 o vary
Ql{i institution in the Indlan social system ond has bosn considered
in variocus works of tho sarly Indian gcholors and odhinistrators, it
vas only in tho last tuenty years that gocial sclentists hove
attenpted studico on caste pelitics in Indi=n villenoa, Rosearch
in this grea is gignificent not only in terns of the thcorstical
insights, 1% offore in regerd ¢€o tho voriing of rurel socisi systons
end dirpctions of social chango. Thus according to theso ctudies
canto {s slao chanping ite role. Roreover, democretic politics
13 alao having its effact on the traditionsl socisl otructurs gnd
therafors many gotial inptitutiona are infiuencing politices. Political
participation of an individual £n the villaga 1o offected by different
thinge 1like caste and tlass. Knoulodge of this study 1s thorafore an
inportont foaturo in the dovelopnont procoss of this prodominantly
rural country. Further bscassse of the precont arganic linkege of
macroepoli tical system with nicrompoliticol oystenn, in tho shsahico
of knoulodge rogarding tho procoss of microwpolitics in tho Indlan

villege, no dafinile asscgenent of Dacrowpolitics of the country cen be

ungarisk cne
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flostly tho villago studies have been done betwesn one or
tuo dimensions of social stmcet;m. Littlo work hes been dune
whers the three dinonsions{Casts, Class and Politics) of sociel=-
structura are exanined at & time. Therefore this study will be
inportant becases it will compsro and corclete ascriptive sociow

scohomic and political dimensioys of socdel etretification at a

tinog.

Unfortunctoly, very little sttentiaon has been given €o such
studdcs in lleryzna =~ o nost dynonic stoto vhich has constantly been
oxpasod o cconoric, political, socisl and culturatl chonges. Heneg,

Lhs need Por more comprehinsdve rosenpch into the character of cesto,

clacs snd politics,

Bezaugo the difforent aapects of mald 1ife are so
interpeshed in rural socisty, it ie airfficult evon for anthropolopists
to diontify ananlytically vhat i political, A primay concen with
tha social organisation of Indigy sncigty hoas lod them to epprosch
poiitics through a gtudy of tho caste systan ond to explors political
sctivity to the oxtont that 1t rovools sonething of that inatitution,
Given tho inpurtsnce of a politicol) idion that haoe its rogts in
cormunitios comprising some aighty percent of thoe tatel populetion,
1¢ {8 suprisiag thet na comprolongive pontir:a%n&hnography of any
vi 1l ege oxints. fnthropologists hava not yob cﬁnc Tor poditics

vhat has bomn go optly done for costae., This study attompts &0 £IN)
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tho gap. It concontratos solely on politicsl activity an en ossential

part of all Indien bohaviour.

In difforcent studics, tho rolp of women in politics has
boon studivad, but little vork has baen dons gbout the uonan's
participation in polftics according to czoto and tholr calss, Thusg
this ptudy ulll includo the womsn's participation in politics, thoir
tlacs statuo and coste status and hou these factors ars influencing

thaeir participation in politics.

Tho role of Penchayat leader, thelr atotus according to thelr

cooteo and class will also be etudiod,

I have thus indicaied the Prampuwork within uhich this study
has boom Ccogts Along with thio Y shnll also point out tho sot of

gquastiong vhich atructures my 1nquiryz -

1) Uhat was the traditional cesto hierarchy in the village?

2) At prceent to what oxtent cente hicrerchy end sociow

sconemic hicrarchy corrcspond?
3) To what extont is the dietributicn of participation pattomed
after the ascriptiveo strotificntion gystom of caste.

4) Uho is having power in the villogs, whothor coste or L.
Claca?



3 1&3‘

5) . Arg tho rituel = relationships based on caate atatus

algo reflocted in economic relationsghipe?

6) To wvhat oxtent is caste status a condition for Pormdl
snd fnfommal leadorship 4in ths villagoe Uhat is the effact of

Democrecy on thon?

?7) Io the relationship hebucon cects end political
pprticipation duo to caste status or dus—to-castostetus—or die
to claso statun?

8) Lhat is the irpact of deascreiic political systen on

tha ascriptive hiorarchy?

g) thot mekes poople participato?
10) How much political participation ig thore?
11) Ip there politic€a)l Apothy in tho villme? 17 yea

why? Uhot are tho causes?

12) Is the villago voter now voting after catoefully udighing
tho iacue pogitiong of the partics or a mans voting behaviour

basically icousleas shd non-ideological ¢
13) Can we find o fchango’ during tha lonot fhroo decgdos?

14) t*hat 48 tho roleo of villags wotmn in poiiiical par&lcipetion
and village adninistration? :
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DETHODDLOGY:

St nction of Uillagate

flont of tho ceste studies havd been dme in South India.
In %tho north aloo, very fsy stusias on *contet calss and politics’
have béen dono in Heryanams Thus Haryana stote which is important
fFron ¢ho podnt of wi.ew of coste phlitice hos been choson for tho

otudy .

Rohtak dietcict. in ¥aoryaha, tas picked up a8 tho local
.czistrict for resesrch studys fs tho problen of tho gtudy is to
can politicol participction according to castsn, wnd class {one
tefnn the trcdltionel end tho othior as modien ingtitution in the
presont soclol systanm)e I8 tns thought bost to select a distriet
which vas nedther highly developed nor vory badkvard, oo that a

tloar plcturo chout the study be drovn Pron tho dicstrict,

furthor with tho posooessed kndulcdge chout tho ares and
tho locol lenquzpo, it was ol that ths goloction of block
'.:majjar' from thio diatrict vould focllitato fiold vork within
the 1imitod tice, A list of villeges in block office of Jhajjer,
along with tho population sccording to 1961, Cconaus wras taken,
A1l tha villeoeo vith o populotion of leas than 200 ov more then

5,000 uoro firet includcds Solcction for this study was Purther
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limitcd to a villege which should have encugh population, so that
a tloar picturo of difforent cestes could bo sson, for final
seloction from among the di Ffarent villagos in Tehsil Jhnljar.
The Tollowving four reysircmonts wero prescribed: = 1) The villege

must be multi~caosto vill agos

2) Tho village should be importsnt from the pnlfticel point
of viou,

3 Tho basls of village sconomy must be prioafly sgriculturg.
4) Tho vlzo of the viilnge should bo mediube

A vigit was phkuxgoxske pald to the headquarters of comunity
davelopaent block of Jhajjer and s discussion was hold with block
dovolopnant officer and theizr staf?, From theoo discussions, it vas
found that tharo 4s a village not very far fgon Jhajjor, uhich could
mest gll the reguirsnants, Thus viilege "Mavlana' was solocted for

tho study.

REASURESS

Tho *class® stratification will be operaticnalised through

such vgriablcs as land, otcupation and education,

Tho politicel cdimencions of scocial otrotification in this
study includes -~ 8) gonoral political orientaticn political inteoreaty
partisanchip, B) subjectivaly porceived degree of political infiuonce

. €) tho indicators of politicel participeiion = voting pattorn gnd
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cenpataning (d) voting crifsria,

Uhile sscriptive stratification such as canto, raty
or ethencity is given ond mngtly selfedesfined, there §s s long
tTadl tion in sacislagy.that toi on sociowpconomic status as a
measure of clges, political stratification is rother vaguely and
variougly deoecribod. AS V0 Kay cbuarvedy ®the ideo of political
stratification mzy not bo peadily® grasped, for discussion of {sociasl)

stratification aro so often 40 occnomic or accupationel terme”‘.'

.The social gtience literaturo dealing with the political
dingngliong of eocial strotdfication is rather doscriptive ond
voei susly defines it s pousr o7 influenss, civic cnd poldtical
righte, citizsnaki otatus, pogiticen or authority or influoncs in
pulhlic inatituilona, governnent or party or poltical dnvolvemont
and acuvity.z Fopr instance, in tha enthrogoloyical studies of
Indian villanes political dmenalon 1o rather vaguoly defined as
pouer, Hubt i% is caonpagod of an scsoriuent of meoasurgs such ae
civic ond rituel privilegos, power to arbitrate in dnter-caste or

interwvillcoo disputes, influsnce with higher lovale of govermmen tal

1 VO Koy 3r. "Public gpinich ond Accricen Denocracy®
( tew York 8ifred A Knopt 93567) Pogos 183.

2+ Ses TH Marehall, "Changos £in pocial stratification in his class,
citizonship and nocisl dovalopment". {Gerden City: Doubledoy
end Loe 19&5)
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and‘palzticnl elite, ecannmic snd general gotinl dorinance
inchd&ng_ablnty 40 use physical force or intimidotion end nore
racenily tho uoting atrcngth.s |
Tha large soale quentitative otudies hove maoinly employed
political involvcrent at attitidingl and bohaviocurpl lavels ss
indicstors of politicnl otratificaticon, Robert Dahl haos difforentisted
batuszen political sirotum and o political oiratum on tho bastis of
political invelvanent. (o Pound in e Heven o omell stretun of
irnglvicduanly, ®much rore highly inwvolved in political thought,
discusclion end actim¥, and exerting ¥ a good doel of study, dixsct

and active influcncc.s

Thus the principal’ indicctor of poli tical stratisication

enploynd hero ere political involvement ond cotivity.

NESENRCH TECHIINUISS
Boih gquantiative onu gliclitative tachniques are usad for
tho colisetion of data. Obocrvstior el Sechnlimin lika navhieinant

phsarvati on, i scyest 1 mothod liks discunsion end ¥e group discussion

3. Soo fndro Eoteille, "Caste, Cless and Power? (Daorkalys “nfversity
of California Precss 1965) '

b) Ser €6 Dalloy, ®Czzte aend [ooncric Frontiera®
{ tew York: Humonitics Prass, Inc. 1951)

4, Sco Robert Dahl, "tho Govorng®
(Rew Mavens Yele Unlvcraity Prees, 1961)
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and intarvicuing the individual respondent with the intorview
guldslinas end intarvios achodiles are KM lerpgely utili zed for

ths field in Snvesltigation. Apart from these primary datas, secondary
sourcan of infornatim like eonsus reports, villoge skxw story and
block story {available at Block Dffice) census reports, ressarch
papsrs,; official records and othor typs of published Ratorlal arec
emasultod In Toroulstion of problan as alco in tho enalysig of ths

primsy datoe

URLT OF MIALYSISS

In tho villoge tho fanilicos aro amrintistored by Pamfily hesds
thoy raprogent then in casto end villago councilse So Lt was deonmed
propcr to tske each hougchold head as unit of this stugye. A fmueahold
may ennprian of a3 ﬂiﬁ«}la famlly, or an oxtrrded fardly, 1iving in
separato ruorn but shoaring 2 common hagrth, Ths fomily 19 rockonod
to bo o unit of sacial orgenisodion in tho Indichy rural comunities
and tho koad of tho housabold exorcisos o grast influcnca on oll other
nerbers. UOegldes, This thp hoad of the houschold 4o zoeponslbls faor
intra « and intar Fomily rolctionchip ond Lo thus EapANENYREN
represntative af tho tougohold in tho dauuh;ﬁm:‘mtal nutivitios of tho
villsgn. Tho hoad of the houachold 43 tho chief zsetion of his Pamily

group, and is mougt anlightened percon to provido infomation on
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villago 15fe. Moroover, tio docision to intorvies all tho heads
6f tho houechald of the houschold in the villsge ip tekon with @
view £o guoid the respendsnt bics or lindted avcrensss of the
capability aﬂd'mp}utat!cn of cortzdn individunls. Becsuse of the
lack of time, In tho viliagoe every 4th houss uass sslectod for the
purpose. Thus we took 285 fanilica Pron tho higher cootes.{Higher
ez3ts includus Oranning end Jats) and BD families of lauor castes
{tiaxdjansy Chorba ond Chamar) And out of thogo 365 Ponilies, every
4th houso was teken for the intorvizw, Tho sonpis thus cang to

beo oo ~ 91 peoply, 71 higher coste end 23 lougr coats.

JSTRURMENTS OF A DATA COLLECTIONS

Flestly, three schadulon were proparcd, Tho schedule
{4} {c intondao to ellcit informotion oboud houccholds hesds &n
respect of (1) sge, sex and casta (2) occupation, education, land

anfivaldl incope etc.

Jhelr choice of grato loadina.

Tho inforomation ebout politieal knowlodgo, influonce votdng
pattern, voling critorig, campaiaon acid yity end partisenghip of the

villagors wog goined by agking gquestiong on differont pulnis. In
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short Schodule (o) is efnod at finding cut tho demogrephic

soclo=oconomic and political lifo of tho wvillagoe household

hoads.

Schodulo (8) uas prepared far coputod pergons both ot the villoge
lovel end ot the ntobox gtate end nationpl lovcle For this tho
repubed porcons like, Sarpeneh, Villone school tenchar, priest,

800, SDR, MLA and NP vero intervicuecd,

Schedelad {C) mambero of Panchyat wore intorviewed, znd the

Lneuors uere racardad.

COLLECTION LF DATAS

Defors all the qguestions wore adninistersc, orally
it was shray thought essaitinl to exploin precisely uhy and
for vhon the study had broen undogtocen, #Aftcrusrds 211 tho
appiicable queations warc ecked in the order given in tho schodlle

and the snswerg were recordetd.

at the clozo of intervicus 1t was chockod that o)l the
gucations vero addert and recordad snd that thoro wugs o in=

cenglstoney batueen tha ancuors.

Tho nonenarticipont obsoruation uvas confinod to attending a
fou groups diccussions (infommal), attoiding o fou penchyat meetings,
obsexving the roputod end prostigeouc perogons and onssrving relatione

chip botugen tho lopadors and ied. 1 oddition, the gocial interaction



5% 3

among difforont landers uno alezo observed to a greatsr extent,
The recopds of willago panchyats wero consultsd for supportive

ot d&n Cxy

Thua thea dats was collocted In the village through fntsrvieu
schooules, selocted inlerviews with the household haeads, x:md'fyat
ncohere ond repelo? purecns, ond also through non-participant

achaoervahion,.

Q rSSIFICATION OF UATAS

1, ordor to olagalfy tho angwens to all guestlons, the
schadules vwors tronafecnad inda mecingiul caolbogorios 80 &8 10
bring out thelr cssontlcl pactorns. According to scheculae {(B) end
{C) the vious of 032 thu roputed poroons ore quoted in the Gorcect
plecos. I, schodule (A) household heads are ceteporisod according
to lend otcupctions and aduceticn. Al nanbare vere coumted
accorcing to castsse Feor ths questions agiad Bending Pramo' vas
dosigqnes in accordonce with the aim of study. Thon tho Informafion

oo btronsforpod in diffarent tablose

PREPANATI O OF TASL £53

The warkixy of caunting of tho nunbar of cases falling into
each of scvozal calesos uas tekan wpe ALl thio ups dong by hande

tebulation as the canpls wos vasy anoll,

Thug tho disgoristion §s dividoz inta 7 chaptors. fipert

from the firat tuo cheptor, of introduction ard Aglhodologye
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Tho 2%3x% thrid chapter precenta the pictura of villegs profile.
The fourth chapter $6 shout Costo ond politice. The PLfth
chaptor cleaely e?iwa the corrolation botugen costs, class and

»irt politico. The sinth cheptor gives tho picturo of offoct of

Oenosrcey and Nad:pnisaticon, Tr.o 7Tth chootor afves the conclusions.
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CHAPTER

~iillage Profile

Revicna s village, in block Jhajjce, Diatrict Rohtek with
a populstion of 4690, ie locatad 9 kilometers sway from Jphajjare From

the politicel point of vingy, three dlstricts of Haryono stato are very

soportant = Jind, Soncpgt and Rohtak - Rohtck boing the most iuporkant

Kaviena liog in thig district, in Haryana atoto.

Haryomnp vas u.ruai;z—:d on fiove It 19656 Dby ths 4Pun,§ab
reorgenieation Act., the roorgenisatiom having técen plcco on a linguistic
baaie with the new Punjcb rogetdcd oo Punjabl npesking end Haryads as
Hindl opoacking. Heoryona is dividad into 12 disiricts with around 7060
inhebited villages end around 69 towns @ith an ovarall population accorde

ing to thso 1981 conoun of 1,28,%02.

Jhajjar block datos from 1860, ond for tuo yaara prior to
thip vas a soparate district, 1ts history upto 1857 wver tuthul-nt aond
tho?o o~ wldesprond viol n;:c oondn dn 1047, The Luon of Jinjjer hes
expuricnead Nuelin, Pindis, British, Funjab cbd now Hexysne stoto Govte

rulo, as vell as tho rula of tun Eurcresn saldlors of Portimo ond all have

dengnded cong rovonue Pror tho seyroundging villanoa,

1. { The hictory of Jhojjar 45 oxtracted fron tho rocords custleble
ot tho Motrich office ot Rehtak)
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turing the reiotively steblo end brilliantly acministered
rg’é—in af ribar, tho '8ugtart® of Jhajlor tlas part of the Subch of Leihd,
orie of fkbar's adminfietrativeo cdlrclen, and inciuded that part of tho
prancnt tehsil of Jhajjar in vhich Revlieia villuge &g situateds The
arca i3 sold Lo haue exporimosd a slablo adinistration ungil the
doath of Uahadur Shsh in 1792. 1t scems Goaot probable that the foundorg
of tho pregont uillzge of Kavieta (vnicl uag at thaot tinn nsrgod with the
villags Dulhsra) arvivod st tho site, sonoting durinn this poriod of

stable alrinistration,

The 1By centwry caa Jtajjar and ths swrounding countrysids
change heids muny= Simas, Token fram the toush of Farrvuithencper by tho
Jot Chief Suraj} Nal in tho nizdlo of the contury, it ther fall 1ats tho
hende af Yolter deinhardl, Jloo ineen 0 as Sochrd o1 Sonru. Ié
abuul 1771 ho morriec o young 4ird Lho goon godncd control of his
profoosimnsg eees For the Bogum Sonrue. wes not loss rotablo for her

boauty then her extreondinary clovomoss and force of chooaclise

{conpton 1u93s 403) Jholjar taken fron tho Beoum Soaru in (694 by
the forces of Chicfteln fAppa Khondd Reo, under tho comnend of the
Kri(?l:,h sdventurs Grorqo Thanes, tho haod fPlad fron Goguin's servicoes in
1792, folllng o succeoesful plot opulines hin by othor Europoens in

fier gorvicen.
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Thonao ugs presentod uwith the territory of and around
dtaljare. By frpo Khendl Raoo and from 1784 cavvad out e small kingdonm
sraund Jhajjcr, He estedlishco tho faprt of Geroye garh {now tha

village of Husosingenj olias Jchajgerh end eat out to axteond his

*ingdoa', He attagiicd the Sikh in tho north gnd $he satos of Bikaener,
Joipur’ ond Udsipur in the South, Althsugh his enpoditions wore not
alusys succeasful, gho bocomo tho most poverful non ‘on the rvight

bank of Jonuna. (Fzinchaovo 12306t 32 ) boforo being axpanﬁd fron
Jhajjer e1d then Goorgsgorb in 1801 by tho forces of tho Narntha

ruler Daular Reo Scindia, undur tho conoand of genarnl 11 Porcon

Teeachory, Mo hod cruced Thonas t:} fleo and then to surrondsy at Honei,
in Wigsar, 2% tho bogiilng of 1002, Jenos Skinnar doscribes hot, on
reaching 4hs gatos of tho Fortrass gt Haowd with Scindis's forces cou.t‘
® kho gotes opanad end out rushod a €urapean (Thomes) with his
gleouse Sucked up ousr his tatcolod ams, o shicld on one, and a

groat sword on his othor, Ho looksd so forovioua that 1 eyed him

for a mocont, ond tumnad and ron, end oy non aftor mee 1 can face
most men, but that one lookod so forocisus that ho frightancd ng”

{qucted in Goy 19293 55)

Aavenuo collection wa not steblo ot that tivo ond somg

reports claln that Thoncs eoliocctod rovenus From the viliogos cseses by
tho porsusztion of guhis end bayonots, (Fashauor 1800.,99), Scon aftor
Thomag hnd butn wxpslied vrom Hensd tho pouwor of the Marathes in nobth
Indio wes Lroken s..e and tho Aohtak district eseese passed on to the

honourshle £ast India Coe by the treaty of Sirje AnJonuaon «seee ON
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Joth Dec. 1803' {fohtck District Gajotte 99103 29) tho Jhajjor torritory
t2gs given to tguab Al Khan whw lofi tho nangesen b of the torritory

to his gong Falz Muhomad Khen, pictured as an enlighionced snduindly ruler.
Ho vaz succoeded In 1835 by his aon Nauah Falz 418 Khan, vho unlike hie
fathor had a rcoputction for narrov sindednezs end harshnass in the
buginess of rovenus collection, For theo noxt 22 ycors, the villaoges
areund Jrfajler usreo cubjootad to harsh and riithless revenus dimanidBe

Nawoh Fofz AlL Hhan vos sutcoodsd on his death in 1845 by his gon, the
last figweh of Jtmjjor Abdur lchman {han. Ho vas honged in 1057 for fking
part in the %utiny®, At his trial Ruslim officorg wero charged with
heving actod ac thoy pleased in Jhaljere Thig wos vehsmently donied

by thg fieunhts council hut At vas gotablished thot muslim trcops mtmied egaing

thoir Hindy officers ,e.eee thons vi Llages end Peuncs they attsdiod and

whose woeon ond children Lhey killoa (ibid 8 43)e The poople O 4in
Kavlang spuko vary unfavouribly of nuslimg tulo hut their attitudes
vaere probobly coloursd by tha turtnil of 1947 ond pore dirsctly by the

Propegonds of , ond thuir purtieipaticn in, thae 19565 war uwith Pekistan,

The first ODpltish Lo Scttlonont of Jhajjer toun wvan
begun in 41858 end ooon rocomaended lenfency uvith the Jhajjar villages as

faor ao revenuo wop concerncd, booouus of opprossion by tho Feormor, fluslin
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Haugbs ond thc harchness of tho snvizonment, Farninos bit tho district

in 16860 and conin uith aven groster soverity in 4868, During the progress
of the rovised cottlencnt of the dintrict (1873) a Fanine atruck ageln in
4877 ond Fanghetio urotos=

During the told ugathcr of 1877=8, I irapertcd every villamoe
2f the Rohicdt and Gohane teshils Por tho pumoe2 of az-casment, and
vinited 2 lovger rumbor in Sampla end Jhajjar. The pspect of the countey
wasdzeoletec hayond diseription, Thera wasq 1itorally no crop i the
raimelend villsges in o rido of 20 milom, not cuen tuo or thrso plots
wore to bs scen, Tho grass nod vhelly disegszared end nothdng but thorns
snd veeda met thy ays in the Piddds, .. It o dwibtiul I Lhe enforsed
colloctod of tho roavenun Yoo o well judged otopy a very large area was
sold cnd mortgeysd as consoguances of this parhops gove a 1ittlo rolief,
1¢ ip not surptisi~g thot tho Mllegors of thls horvgy troed Vear the tax :
collastion, Cuofy ofPickal ig sogavead viih suapiciuua end the

anthropologict vho azits gquesticns sbast ounweship of land i3 often regarded

a8 0 opys hrod Pailnas it tho areac in tho decedo 1896~1005, Improved
capmundecaticnge, cetbtor construstion of wellomnd, more roeently grontly

Smprovad iLrricotion pystens « fizat tho peradsn vhenol and then the pumping
sot, tho tuboeugpll = hove decreased the likelihood of feming, but l1ife

is still provarious For mony peorsons. 1t docs not tole nuch raolr, results
ing in flcods wWllagea. This is ths land of haorgh oxtromos, Femines are
sill)l cormon in weatorn Hamyana and Rajmthen but Jhojlar hes not suffersd

a faoino ginca 19048, though spnotines drought and Ploods carco intense

sufforing.
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fian oo has inflicted Antense sugnerings In 1947 the Punjsb
tap tho soowno of chaos and hlng"&x@s. flugiim fled north and Hindus and
Sikhs flec South.

Graduslly the Govomemt of Indepondmé Indio bogen to
implempnt ito policies for chaonges in tho villmeao of Punjab but the
Conmunity Devolopment Slock of vhich Eavlono 4s o part, uas one of the
lont ootoblished in the diastrictg in 1962, ond rocolusd $to Flest

viilags lovol workor tho.

Ap indicatod, the kand sottlemonts for Jhejjer wore not carriod

out until 1873-8,,This was during tho *Pax Britawnica fionm 4657 to 1947,

a0 laballed becaugo 1t ves noarly o contury of rolativo peace during which

the British purpusd g policy of law ond ordor,

Kavisna villege vas crosted in 1079, Earlicor 1t wps movrged
with a villege Oulhora, the Gazottes of 1879 chou that Kavlana village
sag named. after a man=kolhas Ho was married to a girl, in Dulhora villiasge,
who wen tho fgughter of g vary big landowngre Hor fathsr gavo o large
part of land to hic doughter in doury, Hor fathor wes a Dpsunl Jote
Kolha used to 1ive in his fathar-inelewts hausc, Aftor gonotime ho
divided his lend from his fathar=in-laew gnd made o sx separate vill ago,
which ho namod gfter hie nate ss Rue Rulhgnas He dividoed tho land ammgi
hiz four sons namsd Chandu, Chajju, Ketoru and Geriba and after somoticg

peopls oterted calling Kulhana as Kavlianae Thusg in thia vay tho village
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Kavlens was croatod,

1% rensing ¢o indlcste vory broadly the histroy of the
firplomontation of difforent policies of now Govesnment aftor 1847,
through vhich the change in the viliegs hea teken plecs. In this chenge

thoro 45 a big hand of Community Bovolapront Progremnees Tho agoncy for

the trancBronabtion of tho goclal andgcononic 1life of the villegas (firet
five yoar pleng 223) the ophores of plohning activity uhich sre relcvont
for Kavlena ares agriculture, land racom, Arrigation, powar, trensport
end coununicatione, oducation, health ond Ponily planning and walfare

of bvackuerd calsses, categouries derived from thoe 'nain lincs of activity!

liotod in Five Yeaxr Plange

Tho offcetive dovslopment of agriculture in Kavlong daotas
from a-out 1963, not sirply bocause of tho catohblichment of tho Block,
but Xk taidly becouge of the complotion of schomes, Although oloctricily
was available before 1963, it had not boen vortheuhile for pumpingesoto
bacausa of tho distoncos separating tholr scattored fields. The droughts

0f 1968=6 and 1966«7 doleyod and hindred dovolopmant,

- Tho high yielding varictics prograrme usas bogun 4n 1965 ond the
ugse of ncw nceds very cudent in 1868, robi harvast. 1, 1963, all farmors
uvero aucrg of tho high yicidso obtelncd fronm tho use of nol goeds but nost

identt fico thon uith tho wonlthy forncors, tho could afford tho kerigetibn,
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tho fertiliizer and risks

f lot of work has boon done by community dovelopnent
progremmes. In 1964, & Penchyak Ghar was constrboted in the villme
at o cost of H.10,000/=, I, 1968 8 sum Of 0,600/~ tias spsnt on a drain,
in 1971, repatring of tho sd:adl wen undortokon and fe20,000/= uvare spent
on gchool buildings. I, 1972, in the food for work progranna, 258 quintale
of whoat vare di#tributad. In the asme yoar a pond in tho villane
tas dug up-.l In 1360, ths construction of pavenonts uas otarted, At
present, tha congtruction of link road from tho noln road to thi

vilioge $8 in ﬁrngreasg

Long term finance is avel lgble from the dhajjer Land
flortgage Benk, but condi tions of londing favaur ti.e parson, who was
shfficient imd to martusge, Although gpecial cmcaesxmal rates are
avallable %o the Hari jens, they must hovo tho necessary land firet, in
thoir oen nomos, oot Havd janc ere gharescroppers as small laﬁd oumngs

and any poacent olvoady indebtod t0 o cradi ¢ society will not bo

financed by tha Lend Mortgogs Bank end must fall batk on the local or
toun monoy-londors for credit ot axorbitent rates. Those faraiars
adopiod oeods Ini1980 had lond holdings of at least 95 aores, or uore
able to hige irrigation fPacilitios,

Shere croppers erse vofarred &n Kavlana ags fMujarn?! but
thoy do not fmoturc in tho Paotueris recorda. Thay are in fect no
ttenanto? enterod 4in rocrods, Thus lenderoforns ascocigtod with the

placing of ceilings gnd holdings hove bmen largoly inoffactuals
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Thefefors al though thera s oomo asoricultural dgevelopoant, 1t has bean
chiofly to the benefit of formerly woslthy farmers. Yuproved technigues
of farming irvlgetion and fertilisation, do not benefit all faermers to

the seme degres, Thus if thore is & *green rewoiution® it 1a only among

thao fou,

foli g' cal Scenaé

At progent fram tho comstitutency under vhich villeago
Kavlana vl llagp cone Uday Singh Oyal 1c o ficmbor of Haryona Logistative
fsoemblye Ho is from tho LokeDel party ohd belongs to Jat Cormunity. The
fAiember of Perliament io Svani Indorvosh, The latost slectione in the
vill ege Leginlativo Assombly woro hald in tovembar, 1980, and for

Parlienent in Jonusry, 1980, In tho Lok Sdbho electione Congross cendidate

won tho alocticn.
Yill o chyols

The Penchyat was formad in the village in 1952 and tho
lpat election unc held 4in Jenuary, 1998, It hes tuo memhers from scheduled
castes end one lady Fieomber, Tho Sorpanch ig olocted dirpctly hy the
villegers and tho ronsining four scata aro fillcd by elsction by the
villagors. Out of the 8 aocbors § 1nc;uding tho Sarpanch aro Jats, tun

Harl Jans and one Kumhar gs indicated &n Tablo 2§ &
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Tables 1 Sociowoconordc atotus of Panchyat Femberes

S.HS. lleno of Menber Caste Lendounor

1. Chondor Singh Jat 50 bighas

2e Ram Sguarup iy 25 =g

3a Guggen - 20 ~do=

Ay Rasulan i 22 o

5, Lhandni {unhar lor~cultivator
Ga Phaal Singh Hard jan 8 bighao

7 Chonder -tk 8 bichps

£a Uaya K aur dat 20 wtine-

Fiop of Kavlien

Kovinra con reasonchly Lo dosepibed ac o Jet villmoe, as this
co:Turity 14 4r o nojority ono ths peogleo snexk o typical Heryanvi
dimslects. Thic village s situates on tho left si .c of the rosd fron
Jhajlor to Cdhi, 0O tha pight ol of tho road Lhore 3o o miadie
s.hooly Just neor tho villag: on tho peno road thoru g bays
polytoohnic. Yhere is wlso s vatexrinary hogpitnl n.ar the villege
on tho 1lcfi cicdo of tho roade HKavlieno {5 surroundsd By voerious

villagos cnd han rolgtionp with all, on thu beoin of kinghip,
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marriege tics, services rendersd and recsiucd, Pricndships and

dipputen.

Tha aenereal 2ayouk on axrs al 4

VYillagje Kaviana is a nucloalcd type of settlcnent es tho hioupes
in tho wmain bubitation are built contiguoug Lu ooz mwothar ond opeon on
fNarrow lentss Tho villogo habituidon cite lies on thz nlzin groundg,.
Ong uniqus Foature of Lthoe villaogo is éfe::i: ald the hoausys of difforent costos
are suvovistud all over the villogoe lostly, tha houcag in the villepe
arg 'Pakat. Thoro avo vury Fou cod hauca- 30 the vil'ege, thins helong

to schuduio csitice Podio houses asn concldtrzd az a sign of prooperity.

CImnortmt Cublic Olacesy Tehro are throe uelle of deicking wator
in the vitlagr. A btzuiplo ic Izcatod in th- nouth of the village habiteation,
The villcge has 8 Govarann € rmidole gocheal vhich uanr ctoarted in 1962,
The school provides cducation upto Oth stondord, Cubt fev socondary
gpducacion thy villeyo ctudomte go ¢ the buatby boys and yirls sohigold
in Jhcli e Tho villirs o hag o tohaupnlz® thos Phio nonta of tho
villeoo —ool dn the svolnoaes. Ons Yohoupal? ig For sho schodulsd ecagtes
and tho cihar Tur othor ewise. 11 gerves 2t YJawgoa® or o guost houoo

for narriago portlicse Tz villege 2232 s 2 ponchyatl aghar.

Uilleno cconomys Ths geonomy of the villago is agrarizn. Thors ds

no organisad induniry in the villame. Tho principal crops groun during
Rabi{uwinter crop) scason are wheat, sugercene and oi) cocds, vhils ground

nute, nmaizs and pulsos aro tha prind aal kh-=if crope {somos cxnpsle
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Five srall chops, doaling in grocery od genesgl mecchgndise cater

to tho rocuircneonts of tho villoors. A fou of tho villepers slso
visit Ihejjar ond Rohtek for tho purchose of thess supplien, lawkars
fron Ihejjar dolly visit tho villane ana gsell fruits end vegetables,
in czoh or in cxchanne of gealna.  Sono poddlors fron noarby villages
also come to the villago to ooll cloth, soap, banglos oto, .ir; exchange

fur graing or ceche

)
fx
)
e

tructuras

As indicobtcd in Toole Mol.2: The villasgo congicts of 458 houpoe
hol.ds. The populatiun of tho villegge i 4650. Thug tho arithentic
avereno ig 10 porcons por houvgenolds. A otetanent ghowing tho Cagtow

vigo dictribeticon of fomilies end populntionis asgundor se=

S5eii0e izt of tho costo o, oV Porilding Fopulation
1. Arahnin g5 25
2 3at 240 25805
3 Benia 3 2B
& tvhar 10 a5
Se Khotd ?

G oyzo ) 10 "2
74 Kumhar 13 193
e Julaha 45 432
9, Chroayr 60 663
10 Noloiki 20 207

Toval 458 46%0

(=N
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It vould be inpossible to discuss any Major agpest of the
villogors 1ifo witheut oo ondng thair cesto. Tho coste oyotem hos an
hiorarchicsl tharacter, Thero are pogona of 10 castos in the village,

Brohminsg= Thoro arc 10 facilles of Orchalng in tho villaoge
with 225 population, ALl Brcdhming in Kovlaona aro gonorally Called
as '"Oahean'e In tho villego ono Broghadn ic doing tho troditional

vork (pricothood) of Brobming. Thoro cre 35 familics of Bratmine in
this villans, Though thoy are not in o PENikinr majority in the

villeno, =nd though thoy do not get that cush rocpeoct from other
castos, thesd doyc{cariior tholr ototup ves ouch superior) yot they
have still a3 oonso of ouporiordity in then, Thoy core rogordsd os o
high cooto in the vitlenc, but tholir positicn 40 not as high an tbtﬁ

of joto., All tho HBrehnins oun land 4k tho villegos

Jatgt 3Jats aro tha soln occupants of tho Xaghstriya Uaruna
in Kgviona., Thoy oon mors than holf of tho totnl familicg in Kevlenae
Thers aro 250 Ponilios ,°f Jats with g populction 2695 znd on bnels
of nojority Kavlana is colled o Jobt viilogce Tho position and status
af jaﬁs io much different novw thaon that obtaining in sarlier doys. It
has ogain bucn changing since indopandones. Tho old people in the
villngo told us that evon ot tho timo of indcpendenco tho jats used to
give too nuch respect to Brohmins. The jats _Lvtgre, houovur .}owex' than
Grahming, politically and spcially if npt emnomica_{}y‘ gut thig is

not the dtuotion now, At present their sconosic pouse and legitimate



a fio Canto & Oseu

Ownay Agricul= Shop Clocrk Dalck Corp= ildtery Borb- Pott- WFriect Los- Suoow Lagve Toae Tots

Selic. Couta culti-  turg lobe Kocpe sith  entor  Jaweng ar or ther por or Clte

vator our ing tork B

or

P Brahnin 34 : ' 4 35
24 Jat 248 1 1 250
Je Luhgr 3 7 - 10
4. Khatd 2 5 ¥
Se Julsha 36 1 8 45
6o Kumhaz g ' 13 18
Te Neyec . 2 8 10
6.  Bodao 3 3
De Chaman 24 2 34 60
10 Churbo g z 10 20

282 6o 3 1 ? 5 5 8 13 1 24 10 8 1 458
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politienl influsnce mean that they have no real nead to climb the

ptotus laddor, Thay €sopite thelr fenily Brahring, a nocecsory ritual
sorymt ond bennars, vhom sone of then dd not uigh to ehulate now, Thie
is the nost inportant coste and formms tho bzckbono of tho egriculiural
geonomy. #1l tho jot Pomilies An tho vliilego own lands ond nono of tham

is lanclnes. Being the principal lend ownaors, tha jat enjoy vory high

socinl paosition in the & Llago comunity, -

cnggug&g.-a Tre ughdons aro the VYol eh cows endty in Ravlanae
Apgrt From Gareg Lvho pxs tusent aredivals oid natornod rilctives of the
Bundas, thy danles of Lavlera ars falrly uguellu dividod botueen tun
rosidoitinlly dispersud gruoups, tho Goyal end 82rsnl, both augaxwal Baniss
in Hutten's tarw (10063}, Agsrual by ceste, Seniec is o oscupational term
Toaning o nueCioite Thoiy &y in tinoiipy in the village bescouge thars
ars only 3 fanildies in che vislagee Ure ot tha femilics 2lso ouns lands,
but pl}l Uhe theao w? Lhca hava thedy shops &n the village, end do the
busings: {Diop ka.ping)e Un tho Uioieo thoy liva @ etorcotypod 1ife,
tholiz z:ilug in Jho viilaygs i neishor high noe lov, Thoy o0 gonernlly

polito and ghrovd.

Arana}oe Lasiiany Thoeo 4o z 12000 ond conplax rang ing oos o

in hicrarcchicel t-ors fror tho Khoid right throuph fo Churhiow constituting

almost holf o? H-vlznats ponldotion.  The Sudroe o0 convenizntly bo
esllic as touchillos -nd untouchebles,
Jouchablosge

Luhar: There arg 10 fanilics of Luhor{blacksmith) in the village

vith a popslatien 95. Tho Luhearg aro engaged in tholr toaditicrel

occupntia: but at presonk, it doas not Pulfil thoir ncods. Thuo nov they
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are alsp engagod in agricultural lsbour, Their status in tho villaene

1s vory lou,

Khatis Khati{Corponter) fenilico in tho villegs are 7 uith

40 poople. They azre in minority in the villoga. Gone frnilien are
enpaged in their teacl ticnel occupations ard othnrs In soricultural
lechour. Thele statun in tro viliens Lo quito high compered to other

sehodind castone

Joymes “eyess's (Jecbor) have qU femilicn in tho villoge, with
o populnten of 112, Ia ¢hiz coste, thors ere gone fondlies, who ore
Sot 21y wogu_od in shelr tracitional oneupczbion. Thay ara cuo.sidored
rolluton Basmisa thay cal the helo of gl none=Hard jon costed end
traditi rally cl-en ucmalls 2f Lhedr 3at ond Srohein patronse Thelr
somen continus €L oovida such gavvicos, sehe regularly snd athers

only furing CIrsh i C.

Korhrre  Kurharts bave 18 fanilies vith a2 napudl Yion of 193,

-

»

The Kubhare aro meocrdued -g ottreraly lou ritu 2y, chiafiy b occuso of
the possossion by thonm of donkays ord tha foiot thal Lhey pat figh.
Aaotly Kunhors ara orqased in thoir $rad ficnal cocupztion of pot ngkingas

They alas do thv worlt of lchourors.

Julcligs Julcha Paxilivs aro 45 in theo villags with a population
af 472, Ton of thu Julcha fenilice are cngogod in tholiy tradi tiongl

oo upcld g and othero in sgricultural lobour,
Untouchahle Eantesy

Ghamary Ths Chamors ok abova tho Chubhras but vero so fab¥

congl dersd untouchehlos, no mattor uvhat offarts thoy meke 40 raoise
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thelr ritual status, Chsnar vonpn often sact as Miduives. Espocially
during ths last two deczdes thoy have tried to ralss their ritusl etatus,
They beve bocoms moro strlct ecbout hobits of dlet, dress ond occupstion
and have dﬁeng;ed end introduced rltuale £o cone oorxe in line with £hose
of the hbighcr caosts, in porticular the Jate, But as uith tho Chemars
_ptudigd by Cohn the goin for the *Chamare’ from thess dxéngas hag boon
— chisfly n gadn in the vitel dommdon of aalﬁéia;jpact(cmn 1955173) «
Asc & cassto the chenars are regardsd by 'an the othor castes in the villams |
as occupying tho same pasition in the hisrerchy, as sarlier, though the
untouchability is not thors,; at present, but their étatus ias not undsrgone

impravemont.

Lhuhrpot= Tho Chuhras sro the real outcastes In the village.
They ecat meat, kcep pigs, goats shasp and chidkon, romove the carcesce of

doad anlmale aend cuesp the strecet and clean the fou dry latrines in the

villene. Lonon from gll Chuhra households aro suweepors apart from Sinextike

this tho Chuhras aro aiso ichwourers,

Lonholding maccording to castet

Ltond 4o still tho tain cource of vealth in the villama. It
carrien highest.neestiga in the viilaga. The villagors atquire nmey by
other pursuilts end ther aspire &o invest in land, to reoioe thoir status,
In this particul:c villoge mootly the posple ere engeged in the cultivation
of lengd, Thoe total lend in tho villege is 1687 Hectarss, out of which ’
1509 Hoctares land is cultivable land, end 180 Hectares lend ic not

cultivable, which includce wello , pond and stroeis ate,



Land helding in the

Ceste Lencilosa Nnegingl ol um ) fifch L.andlord

e !;-

1. Lipahoin 0 D & 22 8 ?Ss
2. Jat ) 4] 03 114 82 2’:{8
3. Uanis 3 o o ) a 3
Gde Vhetd 9 2 Y] ] ] K
He tLubar 5 LY g 4] 0 10
Ge HLunhay 10 8 g (] 5} 18
7+ flayos 8 2 0 # 0 10
B¢ Julaha 23 20 3] ] f} 45
8e Chaoneye 45 % 3 o ] 60
10. Chuhzre 8 12 ] 0 14 20
Totol M7 G as 137 60 458
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Tho tahle 10,3 shove that 4n tho villago only tup castos oun tho lend =
Brahnine end Jatse. The Scheduled castes do not own lend. 1Instead they are
glven lend under Gw'amszlzent.mogramaa; In 1964 same 52 achedulod Wukw
coote fanilios got the plots of 240 yavrds. In 1975, 35 ocheduled castes
fanilies vero given tho vplots of 100 yards. In both the toses tho lend uvas

givan on tho basis of nesd.

@ccupational Structures Ocoupstion holdo o key position in the matter

of gocinl, oconomic, political ond Aikual sclztionchips in the socied

atructure. In ths contaxt of villoge comwnities this poslition is moro pronounced
and strotogically interrsteds In thio paticular villago- thove arc 14 watn
.oecupatione boing follouesd by tho villenors, Theso are occupstians of
Blacksnith, Oarbor, Carpmtor, Clerk, Pricst, Lobourer, Military Javen,

Teacher, Ounop=-culotivstor, Potter, Shop-itcopor, Suecper, Rallor steo,

All thoge occupaticons con bo clecdfl en into traditionsl and nonetradi$le
onal occupatiens. The tradi tional sccupation has bom oporstionally defined
an that coccupation of o member in tho villano community vith vhichovery othar
gasto in the villoge esmaciéi:és 18, and vhich 1g comnunicated fron generation
to goncroti on as stercotypo ccocupntion, flon troditional occupstions cre
thoso occupation, vhich are rendored possible due te technological, industriasl,
urban, nr burcaucratic contoct of the villancrs uith the cutsids forces,.
Traditional occupations are no longor followsd by Bmﬁm&ne end other castog,
while the non~traditional occupetions aro distributod anong the individusle

in different casteo groups,
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Tho traditionsal rolationghip betwamn caéta cnd economie
-behaviour in vil1)ono Indis has boen dissussed ay manir autbors and the
accounta by flayor ¥=xe md Louls aﬁ: appncmie in general torms to
econonic organisation in Kavisna though 1t was just a littie more than
8 decade cgo. A Jejmani ayetém of service relations did exist in
Kavlang, but it hardly exists todey ond inuolves only a saell ninority

of population, Of Prime concem i the traditionol relatioship beatueosn caste

and occupation,

Coztain oncupstions ars ldmitod to particulor cente categories.
Carpontery sd barbars job all regquire appronticeship, end moot of thia
ie provided by fether to son. Tho table liaots tha cestoa of Kavlana end
indicates what ocoupatlons xro traditionally escodiat2d with aach o tes

and accupation,

Icblo No.43  Caste + Queupntiong

S.he, Cante Occupation

1, Brahmi.n' Prieat, Femor
2. Jat ‘ Farmer

3. Benia Hzrchant

4, Luhar Blatkomith

5, Khatd Carpantol

B {layeo Barbeyr

s Kumhar Potter

8. Julzhe L'zaver

9. Balmikd toatheor Uoriior
10, Chemar Shoa fakor

1. Churhs Suogpar, Laboubar,
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pifferent occupations carry different degreos of status 4in a
village, Similarly thars 4is much corolation botucen cestss end occupations
wvith tho result that highor coato como to occupy higher occupetions and
lover cestes hove louer oncupations, In order to sep this 'position in the
villago under study o tablo {(Po.S) of 8ll tho familics in the villags

according to coate ond ooccup-~tion, hzz boen nuopareds

Tabls 5 ghosg thot out of tho total households 61.47% nro

orgoges in culiivation, 17.44% in ageiculfural labour, D.655 in shopkeoping,

i D225 as clatko, 1.405 as belcksnith, 1.17 in carpontary, 1415 o Mllitary

Jaumng, 91¢74% ns barbers, 2.85% as Pottors, U228 in Pricsthold, 44545 in

leathor working, 2.18% as @ gwesper, 1.74% in weavor, 0.22% in the

pceunation of teachor.

In tho ococupctien of ouncr cultivetor, 127 are trshning, ond 88% |
gre jats. In cafircultural lesbour 3,757 luhet, 2,55 Khatis, 453 juloha,
54257 Kumharg, 2.5% nayces and 30% chamar ond 1057 chuchs sro enooyGde

1n shopkaping only EBezniz camste s ennaged. The only élark ic a jat.

In thg ococupation of balckemith only luhars are enganceds, In carpentary

only khatis oro eigeged. Ipn tho occupation of Nilitary=jaume, 208 julahas
are emaged, 409 chanors ond 407churhes ars engeged. In the occupation

of barbar, pottaor, ptd ost, leathcr uorker, swecpor, weaver, only the

gpeciolised cestos aro cncened.

1n Orabuins, anly 37 arc engaged in troditionsl occupation of

priosthold, the pest of tho 974 are engeged &n cultivation., In Jote, 0.4% are
angeged an clerks, D450 06 toochear and 59=2% in owner cultivation, In

tuhars 309 ar> cngagod in agricultural labour ond 708 4n the traciticngl

balcksmithy. In Khatis 28.6% are engaged in agricultural labour end 74.4%
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aro chgaged in troditional carpentery. In Julsha 808 are engoged in
agricultural labour, end 2.2% as military jawvens ond 17.8% as YeavsTse

In Kumharo, 27.7% aro emgmed in sgriculturol labour, ond 72.33% in the
occupation of potters In flaysas 200 ere engeged 4in the agricultural lebour
ond B% in barbership, 1, Banin caste, oll the 3 fanilies ars ongaped in

shopkespings 1, Chanerc 405 eTe sngaged in sgricultural lchour, 3.3% as

Mlitary Joucng and 58,78 in the cccupotion of lazthoar voridnge. In Churhes
405 erc ongwod $n apircultural lebousr, 107 as FAlitary Jowens end 504 4n

tho traditional aécupstinn of guzaning.

It showp that iighesr Castss ore angaged in hidhor pocupation

md lovw crpbtog in lower ocoupations,

Excopt Brghning all tho nther cestes gre etgenod in anricultural
lchour or thotr traditiondl occunchicns. Theo thle (0.5} chova that 450
Ponllics are emmcged in 14 occupations, Out of them {(61.577)havo

cuitivati on ao thoir occupstion, Excopt tha occupntion of ppticulturcl
lehsurer the rast of the ocoupations arg dintributod in noro or leng in aven
woys. Tho téﬁsle clearly points out that nostly upser occupaticns ebgorld
grater percentago of tho uppor cesto population ond tho lower occunation

hzve gfeater parcontana fronm the louer casto grouns. Thers are anly 2 hinh
cootos who eTD ongaed in ocunore=cultivatorts occupations and 8090 of Jats,

(1,25} of Orahmling, aro sngoped in ouncy cultivators occupstion,

Occupation of Blackonith and corpenteor oro nisnopoly of Luhars
and Khatis, Casts nonopolios end gpocizlication hiavo alna Lizon nadnteined in

respoct of cecupation of borbers, potten, lostber warker et gli2epar,
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The table ;hwa that neu occupations like clerk and telachst
etc. 'am ‘mtire}.y folloved by Jata. Tha excoption aro only in
occupallan of Milltay Javon nouw bolng follouwzd by douer éastea of
Julaha end Shemar snd Churhcs. in the vill 9ol from Julche cests, md

2 foon Chuthe ed 2 Trom chenarg oro engzged in the occupstion af

Militery jauonn,

In ecoricultural labouryg all castos wsapt Ofahmins jats end
Baniece ora roamaamited, Thuas the teble dwawy thot castos and

oecupations in tho vill-p> ore corclotod.



Rasta B Phiiticas

In modomn democracies, there cen be no stratification of
individual on tho basis of voting pousr, sincs 1% ig equally distributod.
But in gctiality there are some who perticipats more then otharse iIn
India %8 have univoreal adult !‘:ans:h&na, Legally thaers connot bs eny
phlitical startificotion in a domocracy,

The traditional model of ceste system was the model of statue
sunmation, A1 the different roles, social, Economic and Political were
the monopoly of thae highor cantess In tho villages it vgs only the
higher cestas, uho usod to participate in MEb plitics., 1t has beon seld
that the extension of denocracy to the villags had Lts oun pepercussion
on ths exiathgﬁgucia; talationships in goneral snd on political

relationghips in pariicular.,

Thus to what pxtent is tho distribution of participation
pattersnad gfter tho asoxiptive strati fication system of aag'te in the
village? Uhat 1a the confrusncs betuesn Costs hisrarchy end poiitcsd
hierasrchy as defined by lovole of political Invalvoment ond influence

L

The students ofparticipation hove found that all typea of
political activitics, although inter—related, are not intsrchangabla.
A distinction thorefore neode to be nalo among dir ferant types of political
sctivity, Lester Milbrath has argusd thet thers is a politicel hiararchy
of participetion based on the cost of the political act. According to
hin, voting, talking politics or wearing s button are less difficult

acts, end more people aro engaged in these acts, He calls thon gpegtator
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gotivities, Attonding a political moeting, making a monetery contribute
ion otc., ors mors difficult thon the spactator activitine awmd they
require rel ativaely greaster involvement on tho part of the participdite
end are described as transitional actiyities. On the top of the hierarchy
erc vhat are called glodiator activiti as campalgning, soltciting political
funds, holding loadership positions ste, =~ which are most dif ficult ond

very fiu people participate in thm.‘

Verba and fiie distinguish soong four codes of participation
voting, compaigning and cooparativo and contacting activitiss on the ground
that thoso sctivities relate citizens to tho aystem in significantly

di ff oront vayr and havs Gifferont political outcomeg for theo citi zms.z

Thus in this paper, by conbintng thoory uwith practice or by
Biibrath, Verbg and lile's vigus with tho villaggers levals of participation,
aix leovals of participstion are conpidered as the laevels of perticipation
in the villape., They are voting, voting criteria, political knouledge,
politicel influancs, parly ldentification, and campalign activity.

A\ Lgate & Voting patterng voting Ls tho basic farn of perticipate
ion and 1s considered fundamental in g donocratic ayaten, If affeocts tho
chofce of public persomel and ig the oain machanism by vhich represontatives
are mode accountablo to peopls. Thore is universsl adult franchige in Indis
and euvery adult aan vote vithout distinction of caste, closs, Crosd OF SoXe
fsgally thore camiot by any politicsl strati fication in a democracy such

as India, bescmigs esvorybody is glvan equal voting power and citizants

\_1\. Lentor Milbraths = political Participation {Chicogos Rand fic Nally 1865) P,

2, Sos Sidne Verba & Niet RAskktkzs "Participstion in American Political Lif
{tiow Yorks Harper & Row) 1972
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atotus. But Marchall scgueo that * thoere cen be stratificstion on a
politicol dbmaneion in torms of actual dletribution of political and
govemoen tal positions, influsnco and activity. Thus in actuslity

there are alusys somo tho participate more than othara.

Yoting provides o pexicdic opportunity to ymtiapam and
it io velatively gn caslly sct {d';:es not require any speciplized okill)
Tho 1n.dittiduai hae little aeoy in choosing uhat altornatives ars provided
to him and his influonco over the outcoms depends on hau othars mwg‘
Indorvash {H.P,) seld, ® In ths villages aftor 1967 clections, a naw
senge of potiticsl consciousness hes come®, Udoy Dalal{M.. .A) caid
that *"Fesopls in Heryena have chonpged their earliar politica)l status,

Thoy aro nov congeious aof thaii political roles. ® It &5 in 1977 sloction,
that people have startod taking sctive perticipotion in nstional
phlitics, foreover by this congeiousness the lower castes have

benofifted mosts For the first tine they have undoretood thaelr importance .
flow they know the valup of their vote®,

Thus 4t is true that &n village Kaviana, peuple cast thely

votes regularly in the slactione,{uhather village slections or state or

notional Zelectiona)e The villegere are not active in politics wholly,
but & the timo of slection thay toko sctive participationn, 1Ipn 1980

clectiong of Lok Sgbha in Panchyst olection of 1978 & in November, 1980

bye-ploctions of logislative assombly mostly all the viliagoss have tokmm
active participation.

3s THMarchalls "Claes, Citizenship & Social Davelopment®
{Gardon City, ttaw York, Ooublo day & Go. 1964) P.141,

44 Anil Bhatts Caste, Llass & Politice. 1975 (Menchar Bouk Depot Hew Dolhi)
p= 41



Uoting Pattem Highsr Castes Louver Castes
Never ‘ 0 2
Occasuimally 6 » 4
Rogularly 65 : 7
. Total 7% 20

In table 10,6 in the qoting pattern vhen us analyse the
differcnce baotwoen highepr castes and lover castes, we find not auch
difference in their voting pettetu- PMostly sll the villapers Wufe regulerly.
In higher cantes out of ths sample of 71, 65 villagers said that they vots
regularly. I, the higher cactes, thore vas not a single person who said that
ho had never wted, In the lover casptes out of the sample of 20, 14 persons
sald thot they cast thelr votes regulerly, Only 2 eglderly pareons esid
that they had never cast thalr vetes becauss they don®t think thars is any

use of casting votae,

There is a long history in asny socisties of ths dominant
end privilegcd social groups vigrously trying to zest at‘ the extansion of
franchise to tho undergoge, loat thay loge tholr pocitions of pouwer and
privilegos A numbor of studies like Ailbrath hzve shoun that louer caastes
heve bean ablo to exert influence snd havo gaincd &n bargaining pouer becauss

of their voting atnmgth.ﬁ

5. See i‘ﬁibratm "pPplitical Participstion™ dQpeit.
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The some is truc of this village. The lowsr Castss in tMlg
vill ane hwe beon able to ehallange though not sluagys successfully, the
xeedersh:}p of the upper castes in public or the political institutions,
Socondly the uppor castes in the villags namely Jats, tried their bost
to stop tho lovor castos from casting their votss go that a Jat

candidate could coms in pover.

But still ths vote getting haa gons g log way in helping ths
lover cestes in tho villege to scqulirs influsonce, Even 4its esymbolic
psychologi cal velus has boon of great importencs in reising the selfe |

eatesn of the lowsr gtatus groupa.

2. £ & Vo ‘ ori

VYoting criteria moans tho conaidaration of bastias on vhich thoy
cast thelr votes. Eech woter ¢mts his vote on somo besic or tho othef.
In village Kavisna there are many cestes end each casto group fives vote
an some of the other basls. Upto 967, Lok Sabha alection, tho basig of
vota in the vill#ga waz on the party ba@tn, but Lt was aftar 4977 Lgk
Sebha slections thet tho criteria for wting were chavged both for the
highor cestos snd for the lover castes. At present 1in the villogo there

arg different criteria before a votor, as indicated in Tahlo Ho 7.
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'ahlg Ho.7 g andg voti Lritord

No.  Voting critefis Higher Caste Lowsr Caste

1. Pasty - on 8

24 Caste 52 2

S Porsonality 2 0

4, infPluonce 4 5

5. Intuition . 2 5
Total 79 20

Thua thers aro five orfi teria &n the villaoe, on vhich t!:la
voters of tho village cast thoire voles, first is tho party badia,
Beforo 1967, in India 1t uepn only sho porty basis that peopls usad to
tact thoir votes. Uthen villagors wvere esked shout tholr voting criteris
bofore 195?, al) of them sald that thair wting critoria uas on the
perty bosls, becazuge congross party had the monopoly over the votess
For villogers aftor ell tho congresa patty vwas the party of Bapu end
tiehru, Tho real contest was in tho 1977 elections vhen At vas a

battlo bastusen Jonkta party and Cbrigress Partys

A naou type of politics emenated after tho slections of 1967
in Horyena =~ the politics of Jats and Rixkhsiors Brah_ane;naa. Each party
atartod taking only that condidate wh@a casts hod got majority in the
constituoncy, This politics of Jatism and Srahminien left aside the
voting critarvis of party bssic. All Jaot votos started going to Jat
candidate end Brahmingvotes to Brabmin condldst e, Thus in the higher

castos there wors only 3% candidates vho sald that they 'ceat thair votes
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on party bacie. Though it is a difforent thing that all the Pats link
their caste uith Lok Dal Party. Thoy consider Lok Dal party as the
party of Jats. sberc as Brahming votss sro cast in favour of the Congross

Party.

But for lowoer castos, the party basis Lo quite difforent, In
village Koviang, in tho 198D Lok Sgbhe sleooction, no condidate was fram tho
schodulad tosteg. 1In this gonstitucncy Jots are 4n mejority, Thuo scheduled

castads not cost tholir votes on tho basls of caate but on the perty badlo,.

Uheon this was diegtupped uwith the sldorly psople of louer caston, 1t vas clear
that in tho village, jower castes mostly give their votes to Congroso(l).
Eight out of the sanple of 20 sald thet thsy give thalr votes to Congrass

Partye.

In Haryena mainly the people give thelr votes on the cecuta bodls,
Each Jaot gives his vote to o Jat cendidate ond cach Brahmin glves his vote to
8 8:&&3&:\; It is only the higher castes vho givo thelr votss on the caste basis
out of the sample of 7% higher coastes, 52 poople sold thet thoy pivs thelr
votos on the esste bools, vhoro as 4n Scheduled cestos, only 2 pergong out of
tho aocnple of 20, said that they pive tholr votes on the ceato basls. This
is becaouse of the majority of Jota in the constitumcy, In the elections no
scheduled costo condidots stands for olection, thors as in the villege
sloctions thoy oive thoiy veotes on tho casto bacls, 0Or the higher cestea
Anflucnce tho lovaer centes nive thdz votes in tholr fowur, betause thele

schaduled caste mamber will In any ssse be nonlnated to willage penchayate

Thus the votes of tho lovor castos arvc disporsed 4f tuo highor casto mambers
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stand for tho Sarpanch Seat. OBthsruise the highoar caste give tholr votes
on ths caste basis ond lover cantes on tha party basis, that L1 why M.l «he
Uday Dalal {Lok Dsl) who 1o o Jat hos boen clected to the Legislotive

Assenbly bocauee In Jhajjer constituency mogtly tho villages sre Jot

majority vilienes. Kaviang is also g Jot majord ty villege. So the Serpanch
in the villago penchyat &8 o Jat, the matuard is g Jat ond in ponchoyat the
najority fo of Jatn. The Al e 5 a Jots Jats give economic help to Lok
Dol porty unich thoy considor as thae pardty of Jsts. They force tho lover
cantaos ta give thelr votes in tho alections in favour of their coots,
candidate, Thoy beat the poliing officer only baczuse ofcesto. Ripging is
dona at the poiling tbmth only becaueo of castion, It wag sinted by the
villagers that &n 1530 cloeticns, ton much Mgoing won dooy to got naximun
votone They stood in groups of 20 %o 380 ocutsids the polling booths uwith
‘Lethie’, so thet no lower ceste porson could coat his vote, fhis veas
dong becasso thay knew thet all tho laver cootes vould glvo thelir veotes to
congress party condidatey This »ioping was peinarily on cocecunt of castalsn
and {o some extont paerty polidios. It vas also montioned by g Fov of the
villegors that in certain polling booths rigodng wont a stop Furthor., Hot
only tho schodule caste oaste porstho wors not allovod to come oul of thalr
houge by Lathi wielding youngmon for their candl cnte,' the stond bofore the
entrance of thoir strpets, but anothor group of 20 to 25 pcreons entsred the
booth, one by ons end votad &n the nomes of schaduled couto parsons end this
ttan oven reported to the observers by tho Prestiding Officers. Thoy hovever,

askod thon to koop quiteo,.

, The :19!3!: use of casting vota, is to glue the votas on the
basis of personality. People should sce ths qualities of candidetes end only
thon they should ceste thelr voto, But in this particuler WV 1leno very few
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pecple give thoeir votes on the boels of personelity of the conddates

Only 2 porsons out of the 75 saipln of Righar caste gsftd that they give

their uuteé on tho badlo of paremality of tho condidato. In the lover cestes
nena nives voto on the bagls of porsonallty. Fostly the people do not know
gbout the candidsto, they hknou thé candidsto by tho name of his party,

Thus the villagera cest their votes on the bagsis of
dnfluence, It i ocsumod that higher castes influencs tho lower casteon
to voto in their Pavour, But this is not true in the caso of Keviena., In
Kaviang tho psoplo ave gotting conscious of their rolo in socioty, Thus in
the highor castoes mostly poople do not accept any kind end influoncds Only
4 persuhn out of tho sanple t_sf 7% sal d ®we give vots to the concidata
recomended by the Satpanch®, Othervies no Wdllmer from tho hMgher cestos
glves his woto on tho basis of influsnco, from ony person, uhothor it be

Sarponch or sny Casto lecacdsl.

Tho basie of voting &n tho villego e by intuition OR uwe
con pay that poople coato thair vote blindlys Thoy ceste thelr vote for the
ezka of casting othorulse they do not know elithar the cancidate or tha party.
Thoy do not knov the velus of thoir votos. There aro two reasong for §¢,.
Firatly tho villensras ars sngoped in aocial end econcmic probiens. Thus
thay do not got time to think gbout politice. In the villans, 1f thars ie

political gpathy, thon 4t is not the typo of pamty apsthy vhich Lipe@te
has talked, that i1f thoro is oconomic developnent in o country, the pouple

6+ Seo Liposts ¥Wolitical flan™ tho soclial besis of politice
{ Oombay Vokils Feffer & Sumons 19569)
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arc ootisfict ond thug thoy do not teke interest in politica, This 45 not
the caso in thia villene, Hers the picturo is difforont. Hero thopyepks
peoplt orc oo worriod to satisfy thelr dosly ncods that thoy ¢ not got time
to think sbout the pight uso of voting. Thoy go to polling booth only
bocouso othors go. Socondly therp is ths lack of E£ducation in tho villege

uunmti%'ﬁéy do not undorstand thelr status in tho villego.

Thug whon these villagors voro akal sbout tho basis on thich
thoy cast thoir votos eong of them soid, "Jicke upsy Rohar vLag Jeti holy usi
ko wto do doto Holn® "thers oold, "Jicka ¥ote khanch Reha hote hai usi ko
voto mi jatd hai“, (o givo voto to that porson, only uhoca aign tho stasp
is fitted) (mly thot conoidoto gote ths voto in uvhose luck tho voils s
written) thus on theso basis the villagors coot thoir votes, In higher
castco thore aro vory fou pooplo, only 2 of tho sanple of 71 sho gaid that
thoy ccot tholr votos biindly, Ray be thie 45 the reason becauso higher castas
sro moro ecancically uell of f and ooro oducatcd than tho loucr calese In
louer caloo alon tho people ars gotting ecpcious, Thore wers not oeny =

only 5 ot of 20 pcroons who sald that thoy cost votes withoud thikinge

3+ LCmte ond Political knouledge

In initial stoges &t vas only the higher castos in willanes, who
used to distusg politice or uho hod knowleago of village politice or neﬁoﬁal

politics, Tho lovor cantes wers not intercatsd in politics at all,

It has boen sefid that tho extengion of detocracy to the village
had $¢s oun ropercucsions o the existing socisl rolationships in general
end on political rolationships &n particular,. Uhet &8s tho rolaotionghip
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botueun caeté and hierarchy in the villpe? Hov ouch knowledge of
polities {natioal or viilege) tha pmople of sach cagato heve in tho
viliage? To vhat extont Lhoa traditional cystem in e villago is
exigting at prosest?

In the village Kavigna, highe? costos afo mure conscicus in
politics than the lovor cxte, The lover casten are al.ée getting conssious
in polttical matters ot the tinmg of clocticne As the political portioce
vant to get voton from the lover casten, this has incroessd tholyp
mpe:tancﬁ. Thoy havo understood the valus of tholr votes, Bui apart

from 1% thay havo got no political knowlange at all. Thoy do not knou how
to uge thatr votan,

10 1108 & Political Know 8
Lovol of Polttiesl Higho- Cocto touar Caosto
knowl cogo
fione 3 11
Low 1" 4
Nediuty 47
High 10 o

Total 71 20
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¥ablo Ho.B chows that in Kavlaone, the highor ¢sxtes have wore
palitieax knouledgo then the lagr cestes. It chould bo mede clear
that 1f voe compare tho polttical knavledne of uwill cgers with urban people,
r.;m soy that the villagors have louer lovol of politicel knowlodgo accords
ing to thoir political worlds Thug thore 45 o lot of disporiiy

betuecn highor costes end tho lowar cautose

In tho high lsvel of political kunoulpdge, there are very fau
pooplo in ths villege. All theso poople are §n tho higher castes. Out
of tho sanplo of 71, thoro aro 10 poople in the highar castes, who have
high leval of politicni knowledge, 47 poople houo mediun leﬁtel of

politicel knovledne, =nd 11 poople have low levdl of poll tical knuuledgs,

Bnly 3 porsans voro thorc in the sanpdl vho had no political knouloins
at all,

x_,,_ tho lauer costes thoro Uoo no person who had high politicol
knowlodgo, S5 persis toreo fran tho fedlun REghzpalkkicak lovd . 4 persms

froo tho lovsr lovdl end 11 poreons hod no political knowledns of alls

Thus if vwo compare tho polli tical knouladge botugen the tuo
groups of, highsr and lover caton, 1t 88 turc thot higher the casts,
higher tho politfczl knowledge and lover the casto Jover fs tho political

knoulodgo,

Thue though tho louwor cesto Lo gotting consclous of tho politics,
end thoir toleos 4in positica, but siill comparsd to highor casto, thelr

gole ond their politicsl congcioupnogs is very lob,

Dut of the seven Genoral Elections, so far held in Indle, the

firet, tuo hod hardly any fmpact on the political conseiousgnegs of tha
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villagoers., Tho cendidates tho participated 4n than were not too wall

knoun to tho villegors. For them, Cherefore, both thoso eslectims

voro Snsignificaont.

Tho third, fourth ond Fifth clccticns uere hovever different,
fiot only werno the cendidates vho participoted uvore knoun to the

villegers, but the bulk of thoe villagers had also learned to epprociate

the significanco of alm_:t;zms thamcelven, Their deop involvanont in
ponchyak olsctions hed put zcross to theth vhet oloctions as such ucore

al)l about,

'y
H

Sixth znd Soveorth Lok Sasbha electiong, voro totelly different
from the carifior ones, 1In those slectiong the poiftical knoulsdgo of the
villagers was at tho pock. Uhon sched ébmt thogse olectionsg, thoy stated
that tbéy wars very interosted in tho palitics of thepo sloctions. It 1o
only in theao slections that gesto in politics cegno into tho goanse IS
gave rilsp to pecoculiny prlidionl groups in tho villego. The groups vere
made on the basis of different conafdoratians. Une of then was ceste.
Each casto storiod giving volo on the bocis of the ceste of the cendidate,
tihile the villenors told tint earn_.ar they did not caste thelr votas on the
basls of ceste. Thus thd r dlaloguos ond enphcls and conflicting slectaral
bricofs left bohind a lasking influsncos o villepe politics, Dut of sl

the ceotes in the villege, Jate sre the rnost politically gavanced.

. nato md Conpal cii vi

forticipation in conpeion sctivitics s conslidorod, moze difficult
as At involves greatur ‘cnete’ (more tioo, offorts and skill). 1% is
considered to beindicati ve of higher icvol of invclvanent end relativoly

fovar people ave found to be lnvolved in this activity as compared to
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voting, HRilbrath has thus plecsd it higher hisrarchy of political

participation, ’ﬁm individual can incrcape his potoncy to influenco

ths out come by psrsuading othars to vote the bay he vanto, In oone vays
it ie 1like voting bocause it is poriocdical, tho individusl has M ttle
say in &tewﬁdmg the occasiong, and the outcome genernlly hod a widor

iopasct as canpered 0 o particularizod actiwiey like olite coneact:’

[y

able: 9 sta & Cammmd tivité
Lavelé Highor=-caste Lo eregastn
Inactive . 43 17
Partielly active 2 2
Vary active 6 1
Total 71 . 20

The villagers of Kavlans arp nore or loss insctive in compaign
activity, The main reacon for thip i1s the lotk of egducation ond poverty
in the villsge. Psoople do not get tine for it. Thare Ls not nuch

differonces in the lower castes end higher costes in the porticipation
| in compaign activity. Fipstly vill agsra do not undarstand tho role of

barticipatinn in compalion activity. I, the nansg of participation they

7e? Political porticipotion Opcit P-138,

@ Gilbrathe
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they understend only thq ro;e of voting. In lover castes thore vae only
one person who took active participation in the compalon a'cuulty:.. Though
ho ie not & very rich person yet he contritutes aométhiﬁg to ths funds of
congress porty. He ip the only man who sald thet kwe vhenevor any echeiilad
coste loader comes to the villmgo, ha talks with him, Hs sald t.ﬁét once he
vent to Jagjiven Ram clso when the prodblem of choupal aross in the uiliage.
{Jegiivan Rem vas then in ths Congress Party). At preseht also ho has
falith in Jegjiven Rep though he 1g not in Congrise party nou, He sgid that
he supports congross pariy only becsuso there 1o no alternative. If any
schedljed céstg menbor stands in the olecticn ho ds éuza that h_é wi.li do
canveagiing for hin. At prosont, ho sold thot ho did ccnvas"}.ﬂg in 1980
eloctiong for tho cangress condidote. Ho attanded meny lcetures end holped

the congress party to have linkago with his gchowleod caste villagere.

In tho highor ceptes al s, nostly tho villayers are inactive,
Some Jats glve, money to Lok Dal porty bscsuss they ere scanomically wall off
end they have strong foalings for Lok Dal partys Only 6 porsons out of
74 were found to have tditen sotive participation a compaign attivity.
#hay sre ths Jots of tho villang, Mo Brahnin ootuall y participetod in
this activity, These 6 Jals have strong linksogo wvith fl,L.A. tiday Onlal
and 1t is only becguse of thelr efforts that people think that tiday Oalal
got maxinum votes in the sloections, Thasa 6 Jats cmpidar Charan Singh as
thoir loader ond they aeld that they could even glveg thelr lifo for
Charen S5ingh. Thoy attend every nolitical maoting in tho viliapo or in
the block, 8y discusstino, thoir rolo in politics with ather costes, 1t
vas c'laar that they vere the only perscng who doprived the louer cestes of
canting thele untos in the 1960 Lok Sebha sloctions. The willaogers told

that thoy arrgnnod their mon with lathliag in thoir hands and blockod the
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vgy along vhich the 1&361' e te paop;a ugro guing to ceat tholr votes. WManyxpsa
psople upre fnjurcd in this fncident, At lsst with the holp of police

aome sthoauled ceated were allowed to vote. Otharulge nany scheduled

costos told thot in this slsection theoy vore doprived of cecting thols

voten,

Thus in the villege wostly tho poople sre ingetive and vory

fau paoplo have notessary gute to porticipsto in the compelgning activi ty.

6, Caste snd Party idatificationg

Partigansidp is eqally irportant as 2 chonnel of
politict zation, Porties are s more institutionplized gy nf roleting the
citizen to the political procons ond e well csteblished merhonicn of
instituionalizing citl »en participation in o denocracy. Tho lovw stebun
castas ay not have (reecurces, time, erucation, expocurs to mess-mocia)
to acquiro political knouledne of discuse politics but if thoy couvld Bo
mobilii zed to support a party them thoy nny still gat politicolly involved,
the fact thorofore, that lowentatus castos aro alnost as partican as tha

high casteoe botono inportent.

Tebleo, Mo

Partisanship Highaer castcs f.asar castes

Normpartisoship e}

vosk 8 : |
fodorato 19 <
Strong 44 12

Total 71 20
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Tehlo 10 ehors that 4in tho villege, toatly tho poopls know gbout
tuo partics, Lok Dal end Congross(I). ALl tho Jats support Lok Oal
party ond oll the Brahning and lauar &asi.es support congross porty. Rostly B
people ktnou about tho names of tho parties and vhich porty thay support,
X, tho higher castes all the people, axcept fou kneu the party thoy
supports ¢4 out of tho sauple of 7% uveee found strong suppogrtere of the
portys In tho louor goate sootly all tho poople know the namss of the
portica, Thowmh thoy do not know (the lover cantns) uvhich party is in
pouere Dub thoy osid that thoy oro stoonn nupparter of Congroes(l).
They corolcto conproecs{l) with Indire Gandhi, Every one knew that Indira
is wur flaja(iKing) but vhen ocked which perty is in pouoe thoy did not
knou, Uhen ocked Proo ghich party their .l .A ig, they mr_!'t knotr 8.
tthore an 2ll tho highar cootes knewwhdch party is in powor, snd from
which party tho P . hailed ond vhich party they support., But the laoves

costo dldn®t kriou pny thing excapt tho name of the Congress{l) Party,.

Se Canto & Politi Influance

In o dempcracy eall citizens regardless of high or lov statue are
gxpoctod to have some political influence. Uhils actual #iocision = making
may be concentratad in the hands of a fou, domocracy doss edpect that
ordinary citlzone would have soms control over the cholcs nf doecision nmdkave

ond the clolces made by the dectalon maliors, But tho ugy in vhich
ordinary citizens ¥N¥ Can snd do axert influsnce is very cunplex. But in
g democracy o citlzen should at least feol that he is copable of Influance=
ing the govomnont, Gebrlel Alnond and Sidnoy Vorba says in civie
culture thot the confidence on the part of citizens that he is influencial eve

though he nay not oxort eny influence or moy fell Af ho tries, may have
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importont eonssquences for tho political system and mgy taell us something
about the naturs of domocracys Tho Flve nati on study by Almond and Yorba
says that a,‘ citi zen who fools hs has';mntical influenco ia more Jikaly to
be an antive cltizen and slco tore likely to sttoopt actuslly ¢o influence

the govemnen t‘a

The subjactive genseof politicgli influsnce end efficacy ia
partiéulmly important in ragord to the cesto systome Treditiongily iow
etatus 'castas wnre deprivad of nany cldce ong political pravilsges and
thedr ferldings of helpleosnocs and incompotonze to do anything sbout
golving tholr problens or necds hava baon deop-raotod. 1f thoy ars to
use governen tel ond poltical sphercs to solve their problems and improve
their conditicng, ooms gncunt of confidence and sonso of cfficacy in. their

sbility of smenipulate tho political procuss vould bo nocessirye.

Isblom 1:2  Coste and Poltiesl Influ=nces

Levala of Influcnce Higher Castes Louar contcs

Hono a v 11
Soma 20 8
High 42 4

71 20

8. G, Almond & Stidney Vorbas “Ciuvic cultura® (Princetons Princoton
~ Undvergity Press, 1963) pp=180=483,
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Teblu 9% showe= In tho village, the higher castoc aro found norc
politicelly influenciel thon ths( losor castes uho look helploss to sume
oxtent, Tho traditiongl fesling of thoir louor stotug that thoy con't do
enytidng is thsra. Only ong poresn out of the sonplo of 20 gald that he
con political influcnce in tho govemnontal affeire, 8 parsons fron the lover
caoston gavo scng surety that thoy could hovo political influence. 6ncet1y
tho pcoplo ouid " Hamari Xaun Suntn hel®?, 2 Sgh Barp Admi ki e ounte hain®
"To hum kyc kor citto hain®, (Evory onp ltoteno to Big poople thon uhat
8@ cen d3,) thus thoy P20l themaelvos deooroced end holpless to do anythings
Uhen adked vhathor ¢haoy had my influenco uyon panchyct, thoy ancuwercd in the
m:gaﬁive. Even ono of tho schodulad cactes Deabers sf tho pmchivat aleo sald

£0,

A But thig 1o rot tho cese uwith higher costes, Footly tho poople have
confl donco that if thoy went to do a thing theoy could 4nfluenco the govornmon te
fgry Jats told ug, that “thore is nothing which is not 4n our hands®, Thay
chobd us the lictes of prograrmos, liko repairing of ponds and uvells, mking
of pavcments, Choupals, ropoiring of schools, neod of votcrpinary hagpital,
thoy sdd that these things they have dong by influcneing highor suthorities.
Qut of tha senpleo of 71, 42 porsma had full political influones ovor the
governaante 20 sald nomo ond only 9 parsons shid that they can not

inflioncs ths govsmnmante

Conclugiong

Tho rolotionchip bDotucon caste ond politics hies beon guneldored
in gonsidorable dotoil in this chepters Tho rolationship betuson casto and
political influcnco, compeign activity, voting critaria gnd political
knoulodgole found to bo otrong, but acoe that vodter in voting pettorn and

poerticenship, Thus on tho vhelg 4f uo geo $hoe rel ction botumon costeos ond
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politics, then thero is no direct link betusen castc ond politics in tha

viliagos

21 2L
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ng—itg,l £logs & Politico

50 for the shalvois has doal B with the rolat lonship botueen
caste end politica. It 1oid doun a foundation for nere intavsive and
complox gnalycias. In thioc chaptor, T chall procend i oxgiine the casual
ralationships among theao thres major :iiﬁz:msima of gocial strati fications in
the vlllaoge=conte class ond poltics. Ta vhat extent is casts etatus a
comdi tion for political involuemant agnd ectivity? Is tho relcticonship betussn

copte and pulit:%cal participation due o cmte or dup to clzss positionad

A conglcorablo body of piocorch hes chotn that escio=Bionsoic
statyc is strongly relatod to political vcorizbles! It hes bean found that
highly pducated wealthy pmoplo pursuing prostigenus while collar occupation
participato more than lescs educstsed poor and low calsg people. It hes
also bacn found that poople with low agoeriptive status coro politicaily lees
active, But 1% has ol so baoen anrgued that pooplo with lov aseriptive atatus
participate loss becouss they ars poor, loss sduoated and foliou lower atatus
occupationc. The cosual link batwesen ascriptivoe stetus and political status
is thue not dirocct. High ascrpptive statusg locds to high socio=ocnnondc
status, vhich in tumn leads to high levals of pnliticsl oricocntation rnd
activity, Thig is one of the nost dovumented ond substantial findings in
social sciances.

Tho gencral oboervetion hosevar may hovo to be oodified, in

spocific situantionpn., For ono thing, soBs poopla may bo quite edvcanted, but

1s [Mibrcoth hes extinsively rovicwed tho litorotdes shosing thde Pinding in
diffarent escletios Milprato =~ *Political Participstiosn pp-~110=130.
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peor purowing lov—giatus occupations. Some people with low gscriptive

- atatus may be waell educated end cconomically uppor chlse. furthermore, the
typo of politicol sctivity shold algo bDe takon into considorstion, A

recent study shows thab vhilo blacks in tho tnitcd States are generally less
politically active then Uhitcs, thoy are as active ms vhiteos in orgunicatiopal

activitese?

For this g will bavo to doefine tho relation betussny coats
and clazs in theo villago. Than only wo can gst a clem pircturo of colation

betuzon Ccosto, class & politice.

asto & Clacs in tho tille:

Ono of tha atriking featuron of tho giratifiention systom 1?:
India is the closo correspondrnes hotucon casto and class. The relation
betugen casto & cleoss could be Gofinad in four differen § uayo. Firstly
tho sarlier gthnographers woro intovestod in the question vhether casto con
algo bes callod a elazc? Are the Intorchangablo? Clivor Cox in his
clensic study of ¥Costo, Glsos & Rocet popesivas czots o3 gn antdty composed
of scverol ondaganoug groups, uhilo coste io YSoclolly Bandad on all

sidesﬁ... Eafolaity argud that"the @uligion into cactes has no direct

2, FRilbrath has extinsively msemkus rovicwsd the litercture chouwing this
finding in difforent socioties.

GB)braths "Politicel Pazticipation® (Roma Fic Hlally 14965) p=110=130

3, Oliver Cox Cronuolls “Casto, Cless & Race®
(Gordoen City, Hew Yoarks Ooubloday & Co,. 1040) P~300.



§ 95 3

relati on uith tho divinion into claossas,? [t_ihutya. atgued ®*The

stotus of g percon depndodinot on his tonith as 4n the classas of
fiodern Europa, but no traditional £ portence of tha caosie in which

he had the luck of belng bnm‘s;\ This eppropch atingulshes botuaen
caste ond clres on tho goound that 1g dotoxoined by birth is endogoncus

while o claon s not o canto.

Secondly, the other epprosch puts both costo shd cleos on
o continueo In ite schoms of cleassifying the strotification gsystem, As
Cgburn and Niskofs upote, "clees societicn mgy bs reprecented an
gxtonding from thoge iiko tho vaste vhich are reistively ﬂ.gid on closed

to thogo thich are floxdblevb,

Thirdly a norc recent appro~ch of cociol diffarentiation ia
which ronko stratl ficntion systens of vorious soclotios on the basie of
dzgress of pEo porocaoblility pute 'Imﬁa's costo syston at ths botton

with tho pormiobility of zero, uhile claso eactetles like Arnrica’s
ere rocrkad ot tho ﬁmp.? Thig schoc) coes not beliovo thgt the
distinction botuwesn cooto 2 clese i unchangeble, €.0.Roso oxplicitly

states that,; "Class hsrdens into cesie When thc Jealous uppor=class

4, Tho Cengus of Indiny, 1991 Vel , Pect I (1913) =365

5+ Ghurya s= "Caste, Class # Occupation® (Bombays Popular Dook Oopot) 1969
p=~ 1=15.

6. UlFJ0gburn & N.F0imkoff, “Suciology? (B,atoni Houghten fiLfflin Co,
1940) p=317, :

7. RKarro Svalagstonsg, "Gocicl difforontiation® (Mew Yark: Cavid

fockey Co. 1965) P 685
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reedipnts or raotarde the adnission of comnoners, hovever, groot

tholr norit or wesl Wﬁg

Fourthly znother apprpam in the study of cesto and
class doalg vith the emprically cbteincd rel ationchip boluomn
coato higrerchy pnd amnomi_,c hiersrciy. They nre intcrested in puch
quoations a8 to vhat extent ceate hisrarchy end soriomgoononic
eorraspand? ALl tho ritue) relationships bosed on oeste @ status
olso rofikscted in economic rolaticnships? It is more prominent in
the copiriczl studics of Indicn Socloly dono during tho last {hroo decades

or sn by socioloylats ond mthrapslcgistaa(a)

Theso variocun epprosthes ro not nacessarily mutually oxnludwo
nay erc thoy completnly opposod fo om anothens Thoey nainly differ
in focus end purpnog. Tho lest spproach ip therefors closer ¢o tho

focus of this Study,

Te vhot extont is this truec in tho villegd? The snaolysis
in thin chentor atﬁénpts to oxemine thip question by snalysing the
pattern oid doareso of rolationship botucen casto hiorarchy ond the
gocio=ccugnomic hicrarchy. Tho snclio=coonomic siratification £8
oparationalized threough such indicators sso-hond, occupation and

aoducation,

(a) Ser fndve Pateills, “Cests, Claes & Power” {University of
Califovrnla Bross $965)

= FJ6, Batlay ® Canto @ Cocononic Frontice® (o York Hymam ties
Press 1957)

= Carth= “Tho systan Saclal Stratification in Suat, llorth Pakistan®
in tigpuctas af coste, in South Indin; Ceylon & North Yest Pakistan,
£d by Ednunthoach, Canbridge Univeraity Prous 1966)

=~ fdrdig C, figyor, 9 Caste, Kingstripth Controd India (Berikely
Lntversity of California Bress 4560)
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‘agta & Land

In villege India land 1s the naln possecsion uhcih 3s
congl dorod oo o slign of Dighestatus. fAs opriculturs 1 tho preodominant
nodo of producticn in willage Indla, thoss ¢ht are gxcluded fron lond
are olev exciuded fzom pousrs The vosil fmajori ty of noneocvners ero engeged
in aprizultusal lsboure fAs thddr golo moang of incone &n Kavisha cone
fran this occupatiops Other lou castés that hoy bo noneotnoes cro sble

%0 participato more sgsily 4in latomativoe occupationg.

Irhlo a,128 Coste & Lend

Land High Low
Lerdogs 0 16
fisrginal a 4
fiddle 40 a X
Rich 22 0
Landlord g 4]
Yotal 71 20

T.ble 83412 shoup that uvhile tho sgrarien socioly oight be

divided inte Raxdst Culeysries cuch oo cemifeudal lendounor, capifelist,
farmor, indocpondont producors, ond landloss rural prolotariat, in Kaviana

the lendholdings aro dividad into 5 pypes of catenories = lendlsps,

8s EeAsRoco, “"Principles of Seciolegy™ (liow Y,rky The Century Co.1920)
pm3at, ‘
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Maorginal, flicddlo, rich & Landiopsls, Landlsse are thoss famers who do
not ocun land ot alls In thls catsgory of cocton fPall mostiy low

£lagsass Loucy Zaston 4n ¥aulann do nodt oun ony laond,

In flarginal ectogry, thoso farmers cang, tho possess
oano lendg {loco than 2 acres)e This tvpo of pocsont sgain comes
from tho laucr c-stoge Thuse is no poasaont in highar: coste UND oS
1and lass thon 2 ecrase .4 out nf"m porams ¢ron lower caodes ovn SOmD
lands 3 ot of thoso lovor castes o 340 oq. yords of lend.  This e
not theilr horediteory land, They hovo got it in the governmmni programme
of eiping tho ncedy lower classcs, 1; 1064, 52 ncedy fomiliss of lover
cless, gut 52 ploks of 240 ynrds. I, 1975, egain tho govomnent cave
35 plots of 160 yords to the noody familicn. But thease cestos hwve nostly
soid thel v lendn, Or thoy ocnltivato comp venotobles on 1t, Thug thore

arg vory feuw marginel lond=oitners An Kavlma,

I, Micdle catogory cose those lanuoinorg, o oun ot lesst
3 to 100 atres of lznd ar 10 to 20,pcrcn of lands In this cetegory thare
ic 09 poasavt fram the lsser cogtu. Theoo arp 40 peasonts of highor
castes out of tho saupds of 71 pgosant; vho cone und:r this catogory.
Thay are tho idopundmnt posooitas.

In the cotogory af rich peasanic thers ig no poasocnt from
lauor costans 22 out of this sanpls of 71 Isvdowners gre the rich landw
owngrs, Thoy oun lend frowm 20 o 30 acres and oll comn Fzom high eclgsse

Thoso rich $arcers engege coriculduring ksbour to cultivcte thoir londse

In tho lznuload cless come thoee peaseirts uwho oun lands asbove
3 asecres. Thure is no londiord from the lovor casteos in thig catajyory.
i
gnly 9 out of the saupie of 7% are the landiopds vho nin lend gbove 30
”~

acren, ULhich cogre meay bo 50 agcres 'm: above it. Thig cotenmnry of Peasonte
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hae high prestips in the village, Thoy are considored oo *Bare Admi® in
the viliage, E£vary one respocts theso prople, Out of the 9 people, 6 are
3ats ans 2 Uxaheinzs, Theso landlords totally dopend on the esoricultural

lzhours

Thus *heie 43 nrent dgparity in the ownerchip of langholdings
botucen higher cestos & lover castos. The louvcr cestssarv iobally landless

end higher Ccaotes owm all the lends.

Thug landotncrzhip 1s o couciol foctor in ecinhliching
doninonce in tho villego. Gmerslly, tho pattorn of londovnership in
village is such that tho bulk af the avelloble land 1o concentented 4n the
hands of o rolativaly ocoall nucbors of big ovnefa sgolngt o large number,
vho chiher oun very 14ttla lend or no lond at all. The soall nucher
of big ouncrs viald g cmsidorsbleo acount of pawor ovar tho toot of the
villene population ond thisz situstionis only mada woren by ropld
population orovth. %YTha pover and prastige uhich londowning caste
aPfocct thoir relcotions uith all c-otcs, including those situaslly higher®,

'}hns the findinges in tho present curvoy confl ms in genaral tho diseruabe

Yong of n.ﬁ..Sriniuea.m

10, M Srindves, "Social oyrten of a villocos? in villans India
odited by fickinm Farriots (Chicago,University of Chdoago Press 1955)
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Caente & Brcuppticnj-

Horeditary and preacribsed cCcoupation is ong of ths most
digtinguiahing features of the coate syestem, FMost eccounts of the caats
systen wvhich ottenpt fof dofine i€ or liot its essentiel Pestures includes
horodit ooy and proceplibod occupation as oneg of itd cooontinl ‘."’&*3 *urgse The
oldeot four~fold stratl fication uvas based onsocial tolcs of the Pour *Varnal
groups end the esciel rolcs vero based on the occupction that each *vorna!
proscribed to follows Ao Glurye states, "I, theory from early times, not
only havae occupations been prescribed ‘vearna' wise, but a nunbar of thom also
joti ot costo wise,® M fAeny coctos daive thdr names fron treditionsl
calling a5 wogher nan, Cobblers, tallors, barbars, carpentsofs. Also
Inherent in this schoms of the prescd dod traditimal occupstion ic tho nons
mobility of tho oficupatinne Sir Herbert Riskdy tekos thoe position that ¥ &
great deal of oocupctiong mobinty’axisced ang tracitionol calling of a casts

hap boen g mistaden hoeliof.” 11

Yot it is unrenliotic to say that traditional and hercditory
occupational ctotus had oo baszics in caote status., Ong acods o ask to ’
vhot oxtent dig troditinol canings influenco thu Yifo of various cos tos?

Oid it has moro influence on lou-gbotus cactes thon high status coctes? Is
thoro any pottexn of chango from ¢raditional to non-tradiiional occupation?®

vhat is the degree of relatd cmahip botuesn cesto s hierarchy and gccupstional

hiorarchy in o prrticular villcogo?
Traditicnel callings ovon thar digcordod by o poranon, the
thole cooke group continue to hevo sociel cond peycholopicel cfiects, porticulsrly

on low stotusg cz:stes.m Srinivas found in Ronpurn of the lais Fortiec that

11, Churgycs = Ceots , Closs & cccupation (P=-241) opcit,

12+ Herbort HeRinloys 'Peoplo of Indlat P=259( Londane: ".Theokar £Ca.104R8)
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each caste In tho villego uvas tradticnally assocd sted with the practics
of a particular occupation, hut the older & more conservstive persona in gach
caste tended tn vegard tho traditionally callime es a propor mu.13 _
Each tekes pride in (:hé akilla as natursl monopolles of his Ce3te ees the
géasmta of ncarlty 8ella village are crlticliscd boomine of thalr urbeh ways
and thoir lack of skills iLn wheat cuztiuatim. floyer found in cm‘trel
vullsge me late as 4n Md 50s that tho trud tional cccup:sf:iah of the caste
inf’luenéed its membars 1:5 crucial uays-’a

If ong clasuly oxcaines the sval loble svidence of change
from traditionnl ©o nonetrocitionml wecumpsticns in the viliasga, ono is

likoly to Pind thst lovue utubus cauwivs epo 13ksly o continuo uithe theie

traditiongl occoupationg then tho high stotus o loae

Tgble {ioe Cagte & Oecupakion
lasaten guner cultivator Agpicultursl Traditional Total
izbour uccupaiicn
Highar Castas 71 0 0 71
Lover Castes 0 8 12 20

13. FalleSrinivos - "Sociel Systen of g flysozo village™ in villspo India
by fickin flarriot Opolt  Peiwl,

14, Naysy = Caoste & Kinahip (£E-01) nNpet s,
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Exoeot Brohming mll the other casteos ere engsged 4in
suricultursl lebour or thoir tracditional eccupations. Tho t&lg& 13
ghougn that these 91 persong are enganed in 3 types of mugatims.’ all
the highor ara ongagsed in ths occupation of ownerecultivator. And all
louer castes are ongaged In tho poricultural labour or thalr traditiongl
secupatione of gueepar and loathey mﬁzking. Thesse lover casres have soae
land, wshich they gol, undsr the govemmental programmz, and tuitivaie
some wegatables on that land, But that des not Ffulfil their nceds ond
thus their main ocoupation is thalr tradi ticnal occupation whilo some
1ive on gyricultural lasbour.

4
Breouprtfomal Peahilityr  Tho traditional callinge aro prescribed for the

caatsas on the basls of tholr ritugl etatus. Thoir is 1ittl e coubdy that

in the villeso tharn are son? mathers in o)l cmtes vho havo Srisimd
changad their traditions) uim occupations. o ir tha lover castes there
are foo pooplo vho haveo jadncd Fidlitary Geovices engd left their traci tional
cceupatt ono,  Thelr fanily 2ifo ond their houso havo choved compl ately
from tho {raditionsl pattoma. In tho hicher cacte zlso not all the
nenbafa gre aner-a itivaters. From tho Jad cotmunity ono mesber e a
teachen od snothor 18 s Clarks Iy the Hrahnin fanilices not all the
fanilien have tho traditional occupationg; Lut sone Brahninsg have gone

oulcido £ha villens Tor vadk, though tholz fantliss are in the villme,

In genurel torms the proporticn o7 the population sngogead 4n
oooupatlion in tho villago is dictated by-tna opuortunitics aubeilable
and domonded by the ogriculturel syoten not by casts. S8eing predoninantly
aunar-cultivatarg, tho najority of the lats are sctively invelved

in sgricultura,
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Thavf'nrmr corvont talatiati is Anot that, what it usod to be
earliéx*. Thars is shrotapo of lai:mz in thoe villogo bec@so the ldbourers
get encugh roaunorstive work ocuteido the villagoe Thus at prosent the
atatus of 1lchour $£5 ruch highor thon Fuss v_t:hai: it uvod to bes Tho B.D.ﬂé
Jhaljor tald us that in “Food for upnik? progranngsthaoy cxparionced a!nrtaéa

of labowur in Haryana and thup thoy hod to hirs lobour fron Gajasthone

Foreovar, though thz sastos o $ho villege aro oigegod in thelr
tracitional ocoupcstiono yeb, ab prosaut, 1t dox oot caticlfy tholr ncods
and they arc conpolicd Up oo othas uvodkge It 4o nobt Gho caswxw with higher
BRutuccaotes but tho leuer Cactes. flovemint into none-troditional occupations has
boeen dictated both by intomel labour dedands ond by acononic obiltty to

bronk aucy from tho lccal economic systebs

Thus ue ten ogy thaot though differaont osstos, highor or lower
er0 on linkad vith thoir traditionel occupatione, thors is sone oaccupaticnal
pobility in the villsge. EBut thoir practice of porformancy of higher
uccupotione by highcor costes and lover occupati o by 1ouar castos is rmalntalned
in tho villego. Keeping thig in nmind wo cen say that casto ond sccupetion

in tho village are corclated.

Equcaticng Indion Villaces havo o2en ooong th.o lesn litorato pociciice of
tha world, Troditionally, tuhatevor typo of cducntiosnal systenm vas thare, |
waa moinly annfinc:f Lo the top siratum of Hindu Socioty =~ tho Urchning, and
othor uarrior costeos did gequirs coms edumntion, bub it vas matniy limited to
atquiring tho «Xills of ¢rading ond Pighlinge Tiie uipurtuniticm for
sonciuing oducation in ths Pro=8ritish Poricd i.tnra not opecn to the niddlo

od low casles. Aas #oathlesn Gouoh has obgerved of a8 villegz in South

Incie, "tUhatcvor tho origin of (these rulen distrncan end roloti onghips)
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thefr codl ficotion, recovering ond adoption €0 local circumstenccs haove

0"
boen primarily the verk of Bratmine™'>, fndro Botellle, in hio study of
Sripuram, found that in tho pro=British trad tional syston of Sehekritik learnin:

gducation vos oonopoll zed by Bmhmns.m

Eveon in ABritish doys, vhen oducction wvas fornalised ond relatively
secularlzad threugh tha school systom, 4¢ was osinly urehmins and ather
tidgh cagtes who taok gdvon oo of tha not opportunitics. Sasial and
Ecancizic cundl tiong veora such that Low md mddil o coste found it difficult to
send thoir childnsn to sciacol. Brigys abucrved oo Laks as in 1920 that
”B;ath teschers =nd pupils nako 8t nost difficult for low cento boys to git

in the clapsroon® 17,

Touards the eng of the Britigh pariod sduestion facilition
bocame enlarzand ond tho ovarall dowclopsantal lovel of India Soclety
ctoadily incraanscd. This croatcd o nmoro conducivo snvironnont for niddle
end lov statun coctos for caguc:ting thoir childrens. All cos¢es, including
tha so collca untouchables, usrs clloved in public schaol, though coclel
conditiona uerg not aivays chcouracging for {hin..8inco Independanes,
aducetionnl faciliiticg heve fngoosod oonifold cnd nost villages hova of

doaat primnry schools within resconzhle dictoncoo.

15. Kathliesn Grough= "Caste in Tanjors Villops" 1n "nouogiisics acpocto of
Cgate in South India, Coylon & Lorth Pdiiston ® od by Leach (p=11)

16, Botoille =~ Ca~to, Clacs & Poune {pS) Opcit.

17« Guloirigyo | The Chaasars { P=231) fssocistion Preca 1920.



s 105 ¢

Cestos Uneducoted Prinery fiiddie High Scheol Gradeate md Total
above

High Castso 0 48 (3] 4 1 71

Lou Crntesn 16 3 4 o 8] 20

Total 26 51 8 4 1 24

“In the villsnes spesial coacession 201 incentivss ars provided to
Untouchsbles and athor bockuerd castn tu tske highor education, Post Hatric
Shecoolships ars orod ded for Schodulad casten ond tolbose Thers is no doubt that
tors @nd nore Hard jan ond low sintus ceols childeeon are rov rocceiving sducation
than thay did in pagt. But if we s7® the bouscheld hozdg, than cven today the
relation betueon costeo snd odicatton as czn bo goon frun Teble NoWdd, is
congldovebla, and disparity in edicatien bDotueen o hicher castos ovd 1suer castes
de still vory high. 15 out of 20 of the gannle of tho l2uwsr contss oontinus %o

bo 413iterats as conpared to (13 out of the campis 71) hich costes,

Althaugh Hard jans snd Jow costes gok to gochonl, most of thep withdraw
at prinary lovelse Oply § a4t of coupls af 20, seported hoving compleiod Niddle
School,e Ho was tho ouobor of Pondfyat. Thus even oducoted, Kevlong Heri jans

ars concotraled av the losor lovals of gducoticnol biororchy,
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In spite of somo of these indicptive discrepencies, tho »
overall pattorn of highor the coste highor tho educction is5 mointained.
3t vap scon In the villege gchosl, that higher casto pegple tdke mors
intcrest in scnding their childron to schonl. At precont ell tho ceates
higher or lowor, hava stortaod sonding thoir childron to schoole Mostly ell
tho mildrm‘ oo to school. ULhathoer thoy leave the school in betwcen or
not. Fargovor, pooplo ore nmore Intoncsted in sonding thdr boye to
achapd then their girls, Theore is no casto foeling in tho students going
" to schwl, Children of hicher ccotou in ochool, do not fexl cuporior o
tholowss, custe chilaren, Thoy sit togoth ad play toother,. IR tan
sccn thot thn,ss child.oen had more political conecicucnacs then thele
pormto. Thuzs tho yaunqger ooprel 1 o 2tng N0 consgelous than thetr
old.r gengratione Throuwucoh clueetl on thoe childooo aro loarning nou
pattomsas of 1lifo by vhich thoy gro logving haclt thoetaudliional pathefn

of cooto ohd class.

But in presont generati on thoro fe g groat disparity botuaon

higheor c-stes and luuor costos gnd the litorscy in tho vidlzans i3 roery louw,

Thus we soo thot in the villmos there 42 otill congldrraeble
enount of covrespondmcee betunon cemte stotus ond goclo coonanic stnfuce
Cven taday in villwo ihe soclow-ctononde laoveny eladiud auednel Lhapo
uhasa poaition 1o low 40 conto hicoreochy, Tha oi~tus of hicluv nogutas ie

high due to their giciowscomonic st-tus,

Locte & Clacca Politicog~ Ny kacuday tha2 relation uoctioun casto oid glaca

in the villaoge now we ciuld procesd t3 nRoro intoncivn ont conplox unolysis
of veste, clecos ond politicus For cale onodycis vu Q11 wulatu the
viilegrroy political knovloedge, politico) &nflu-nso, voting pattonn,

compaign saftiafty, voiing oxitcndn tdkh thclz Soclowiconcmic Siatun,
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Table Hi0.15 ghous that all the villagors tast theolr votes raogularly
gnt all of them werp lendovners. Only 6 poople woro thore out of the sanple
of 71, who had voted occeasionally but all of thom wers landownars. On the
otheor sides in the loger caste, out of the sanple of 20 penple, 14 villapers
sdld thot they csst thelr votes ropularly, Out of 14, 42 vers landloes.
Thus in ths lowar casta, though they ars landless, thoy tasto thalr votoe
roguldrly. Only 2 people verae thora vho ware londloss ond had nover Gasty thelr
sotes, Thus ve find that 4n the cese of hiphap costs, ths castn, lend ond
voting psttern is rolated but 4n the caseo of lower castas, thara is no lSnk
batuweon casts, land and voting pattern,

, In tha case of occupation all of thoe highor caste puople are owner
and cultivetore, there is no person in ths higher tonte who dees not own land,
foresver ell those lendounore in the wvilloge casth® thelr votss reoularly,

Only 6 villagers ware thers uho vers omers od cultivetors end cast their

votes occaseionally. On the obther hand, in the lover cestes the picture

ig different out of the sample of 20, 8 peoplo were ongaoged in agricultural
labour and 12 wvors engoged in thelr trad tional sccupstions, Thus mostly
the lover caste vill agers c_aa!: their vote regularly uhethar they are enngged
in sgricultural labaur or in their treditionsl occupation only 2 pereonse
wora thors who wers engegod in the traditional occupation ond hat never

geat thilr votes. Thup we esa that in the higher cestas occupation aond
vating pattorn thers is strong rolationship, where as In the louer castos
though they sre engsged in traditional or ggricultural octupstions, they vote
regularly. Thus in the cese of lowsr castes, thers is no direct link betusan

caste, occupation and voting pattern.

In tho case of Education, mostly the higher cesto poople are
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sduccted whether upto prinary or graduatson. B8ut in the casae of lower ,
cantos muy' tho people aro unoducated. In tho case of Mgmt castes, put
of the sanplo of 71, 65 poople veted segulaely ond oyt of these 65, 6O
villagere were edicatod. Only 5 worc unoducated who voted ':;egulgﬂy. Out
of tho 6 occasimnally gluing votes, 5 uers uneducatod end 1 villager wes
adt:éataﬁjurw otherhand, in th 6 lawer casts moatly tho people are una&eatad.
mt;k_‘bf" the samcplo of 20, 14 poopls used to voto rogulerly, out nfv these

14. »m vere unaducalody 3 wero sducoted upto Sth end 4 upto middle class,
YThus 4t maons thot Rhxumodxf though in the lower castes, the people ere
nostly snccucated, yot they cast thelr votes ragularly,

On tho thole e see that in tho cass of higher castes tho caste
; class end voting patiorn {5 linked but it 1g not ralated in the cane of

lovar castes
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voting Criteria’

| ,_”"‘,“, B | L.and | | uccupat,im - Ewcaunn
bighar Cootes T 2 34 B 1 2 3 t 2 3 4 &
Mo M 0 0 40 22 9 7 0 0 w %8 4 1
Pacty T 1m0 0 6 4 9 " 1w o o T 9 1 o0 o
Caste | 52 0 0 3 15 7 52 :i_ h 3 37 'a oA
>arsonality 2 0 0 1 o 12 | 2 0 o | "o 0 8 1 4
influence 4 0 0 2 2 ] T 7 4 0 0 }d 0 O 0 4]
intuttiem 2z 0 © 1 1 0 "2 o o 2 o0 8 o o
— C | |
Bo. 20 1 2 34 5 T 2 3 1 2 3 4 8
aoton | "6 4 0 0 0 o o 8 1z % 3 1 0 o6
arty & 4 4 0 0 O T o & 2 T8 z 1 o o
erconal ity e o0 0 6 o 0 | a © o © 8 ¢ o o
nflucnce s 5 0 0 0 g | o 1 4 B s 0 o0 o0 o
ntuttion 5 8 © 0 0 0 T e o s 5 o 0 0 o

otes-~ For tho detal le of tiumbers given 4n the Columns of LandyOccupation & Ecucation aco Table 10415,
» - ~

-
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In tho villago, tho table {10,916 shows, thot mostly all the

highor cesto people are omner cultivetors. Out of 52 viilmors, 30 viilogers
arc PNicdlo lend ouners, 15 rich and 7 landlords. Rostly the poople cast thelr
wotcs on the basis of caste, Thers uere vory feu vilingors in the higher
costo uhowoted on the boele of influence ond intuition, Only 4 out of
71, werp those villagors who vaoted on tho basls of influcnes of otherae
Tuo out of thes vere Micdle landuuners end 2 uvore rich lendotnors. There
ware 2 lendonors who votod on tho basis of parsonality. UEherees in the

louer caste, moastly the poople votad on the basis of Party ond half of thom

-ugre lendless and half of them had somp lande Thus 2 smong tho louer oo tos,
uho are ooatly lendless, people give thaelr votos on tho haaié of xnﬂumcé
end intuttion out of the sanple of 20 psople § vare found giving thetir votes
on the basls of influence ond § of then on intuition, ALl thé ten vers |
lendlees, Thus 1t wes Pound that mostly in the villegs londidss louer '
teoste people vasts thelr votss on the tosis on intuition and influence,

thereas this uvas not tha case uwlth the higher coastas.

As reparding occupotiong, tho higher casts p‘aop,l.é arc nostly
engapoad &n tho occupation of ounor cultivator, Out of tho ganplo of 71
people, thare was no villsgorg sho was chpaled in ti'eahccupatim of
soricultural labour or traditional occupation, and all tho higher coste
pooplo cast thelr votes on tho basis of caste, In the loupgr ceato postly
the poople ere engsged in agricultursl labsur or “traditicnal occupations,
Holf of thom cast tholr wotos on the basle of influsnco and intuition,
Those uho cast tholr vote on the bosl o ofparty, are noatly engaged in

agricultural laebour and thoge who caat thelr votos on the beels of Anfluance
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ang intuition are nostly sgmed &n traditional sccupztions. This moens
higher tho coote, highez the occupation ond higher vating critorig.

Louver caste louer eccupations end lower voting eritoria.

In the coso of Education nostly the highar ceste poople are

sducated. Uhervas maau;? the louar caste poople are mam:;teu. The
goucat ed highor caste peoplo cent thaif votes on tha baete Qf casto,
Bnly 6 persong were found out of the sanpie of 20, vho vers unmedueoted
and vere found cooting their votes on tho bosis of Snfluance + Intuition,
tYehroas the lover cestes poople, who wera mostly uneducatod, holf of thom
used to ésat thalr votes on tho bosl s of party and half of them on the
baslis of influence + intuition, This shows that in the higher as well
s the lover coptos, ell the unoducated peretns Cest thadr votes on

tho badle of intuitional and influence, Uhercas mostly tho educatad
people ceot bhau votes on tho bagls of casto or party, In the

higher cestes, thors were two persons who had goi highor oducation
{According to village stondards) sptated that they cast thelr votos on the
bools of porgonality, uhereas dn the lascr castes thalo uns no

person casting hig vote on the bazis of personzlity. This mesns that
highly educatod people cast thalr votss on the besip of perommelity. It
shous thot higher ce:te people with hich soccio-Economic status, hova
higher Voking (i terias vhoress lover costo pooplo vith lcwer socinw

acononic atotus hove louver wting critoris to somo oxtent,



Pacty Tdentificntion

Now t 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 12 3 4 8§
| 74 0 0 w = 9 . 1MO0 O 0 48 8 4
Non=Partl os 0 (1] Q0 0 0 (3] 0 0 0 0 ] 4] ¢ 1]
Bedk 8 0 8 8 o o0 8 0 0 8 o0 © o ©
S . 3
Saderate 19 0 o 6 12 1 9 0 0O 2 “w 2 1 0
‘Btrong 44 0 0 26 10 8 4 0 0 0 3 6 3
ower Caat: 1 2 3 4 s t 2 3 1 2 3 4
20 16 4 0 o o o B 12 % 3 * 0 o
NoneParti gs 1 D 0 0 0 o e 0 % 1 o o o 0
Uask 1 0 0 0 o 0 o o 1 t+ o o 8 o
. | . |
foderete 6 0 g o o o 0 2 4 4 2 o o 0
Strong 9 4 0 ) ) o 0 6 6 0 1 1 0 o

kl

tlotst=~ For deiails of numbara glven in the colunn of land, Occupation and Education, age Toble Nos15.
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S« Ca agg & Party IdentiPication

In the village tho highor caste pooplo sre divided in
fdentifying theo pertiss. In the higher cectes Jats srofiatteched to
the Lok Dal and the Brahnine to Comgross{l) Party. There vas no
poerson 4n the villano uho could not {dantify tho partics aond uho ulae

lendloss. Every higher casto villago? knsu obout tho partica. hnly
8 pesrcons woro found wosk gupportors of party and they wore niddle

class londownorss 19 vere Hodorote supporters of paéf:ina end thoy

ware mostly rieh lendounors. I, tha higher coso 44 out of the comple
of 71, vorc formed strong eupporters of partiocs, nostly they worc lats
who woro the strong curportors of Lok Dal Party. Out of thoso 44
v@llagora, 26 vore middle clacs lendouners, 10 vero pich lendouncrn
and 8 uvore blg landlarda. Thug iﬁ noans big landlords woro strong
suppour tors of portien, Thaorse uwes no bip londovners vho did no suporte
orp tho porty. t‘haz*aéa in tho louer czoto wostly the peoplo arg lands
loss ad poors Yot thoy ave found strong supportors of partics. Out
afntho sanplo of 20, 12 vare found strong supportars of party, out
of 12, 8 vorp lendleso and 4 hod pomo lod, 1 perosm woas found none
partisan ond olen lendlosse 6 Usnre found oodorsts supportors of
party. Dut of Chco oix vors londloszo.e This ghous vhilo In the higher
togtos big landowungrs cvorp found strong supnorter of party. In the

louor ceatesy cven tho londlecs vore girong oupgpsrtcrs of tho party.

1, the cose of cootey, porty identificotion and occupotion

all tho highor casto poople aro sngaged in the ocoupstion of ouwnor and

cultivatidne. FRoatly, higher cacto peaplo gre the otrong suppoortors
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cucurstio of poriciiborel labme oz An toolp fezZitionod soourstionse
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nomns all vneducatod vars wesk supporters of party. Thors wes no
percon found as non particsn and unsducateds UCherens &n lover ceote
out of 1_2/28 strong supportors of party 10 wore unsducntod, Out of
6/20 Foderste mupporters, 4 vers woducateds Ono person bas Found

voask suppordtor of psriy vho vas uncducated, One peram Uas Nw
pagtiocen who vas aloo unodscated, Thie aesno that An tho higher cestos,
uneducated poreun vers found wodt cupporters of pedty and esducated
porsone udee found ptrong ecupportore of party. This 4o not tho case
tdth lover conton, a9 all tha atrong suppartcores of party &n ths lowver
cante sro found unaﬁudatea. 1t mains castg, Cducation and party

idontification aro not 1inkcd hora.

On the uvhole caste, class ond persy ldentification is
iinksd in the caso of higher castos, but not in the casse of louwor

Cnalos.



Political Interest

Lrnndl 7 H B | Orcaupabim | Edscation
Bigher Costog  Noe - | 2 3 4 6 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 <}
fe 71 0 0 40 22 9 1 o 0 10 48 8 a 1
None 3 o o  3 0 0 | 3 o o 3 o 0 0 (1]
Low 11 0 0 8 3 O 10 a 5 G 0. 0 o
Mediom 47 o 0 27 18 2 | 47 0 o 2 39 4 2 o
High 10 0 0 2 v 7 - ‘m 0 6 ' o 3 4 2 | 1 i
Lowor Eastes 1 T 28 4 5 T 2 3 1 2 3 & 8
flas m rwv 4 0 0 o 0 8 12 46 3 ] o o
mmar 11 10 10 0 0 0 2 9 11 | ‘0 o (1] 0
Low 4 4 0 0 0o o0 o 1 3 4 0 o o 0
Rediun 5 2 3 o0 0 © 0 s o 1 3 o o
High 0 DAo‘o 0 0 o ° 0 0 g 0 0 0

fletas For tho dotcddle ef tlumbers given in tho colunng of Lend, Occupation andx:wxd Edscation seo Table No,15,
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4, Laste, Cless & Politicel knouladnss

Teblo 110418 shous thot in the vi llage highar casto
peoplo ore nostly londotriors and thoy have highar Political knoulodgo.
The lovor cesta peapls ero londless and thay houo low politicsl Intorast,
Tho higher czsto poonle ar2 londovnerg. Inm tho villaggo there ues no
hichor casto porson the uvas found londlipes or hag no political knouwlgdge.
11 poarsonscho had low political knouledgo wero ciddlo ¢l aoss fermers and
3 vero rich Pasoorc,. Out 47/7%1 poople tho had modium political
knouledge varc mdst‘lyw niddlo class farpero, 186 vore vich farcaers end
2 vere leondlords. Those wvho have high political knoulodge wore costly

landlordoe

In ths louse ceotas, nostly the pouple are londlass end

havo got no political knouledgo,

In the case of Qeccupations meinly s)l highor castes sre
ongaged &n the occupation of ownor end cultivotors, Roatly percons
engagod in tho occupation of ownor end cultivelor have got ngdiun
political knovliodge. 47771 vero Found having nediun polfticial
knoulodge, 10 had high political knovl odge, 11 hed 2ow political
knouledge, end 3 had no politicsl knoulodygo at slls In the coso of
lowor coste oll tho persons are lendloss and avs angajed in tho
traditicnal ccoupations, fostly the louer caste ppoplo sera angegod
in thoir traditional occupation and Mad no political knouledgo at alle
Dut .of 11/20 people vho had no pulitical knowledge, 2 vere ongaged &n
apgriculturcel lobour and O in thoir traditionnl occupations. S out of
20 perasong hnd codium political knouledyo and thoy uvore engaged in

sgricultural lsbour, Thic showg thot in the lower ceste those uho had
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no pelitical knowlodge aro cngoged in thoir traditionel uccupations.
Thogo vho hovo Fadiun politi cal knoulodge are engsgod 4n Agricultural
lat;aut, there upd no porson in Jouer casto tho vag engaged in the

pecupati on of ownarg ond cultivetor vho has high political knouledge.

1,, tha case of gducation, nmoatly ths améating people houp
ned un political knoulodges. Thozo who havo no political knouladpe veoro
found unaeducatod, Even those who had lov political kenowledns (11/20),

§ woro unsduccted chd 6 wero educetad upto Prinary ctendssds Those
tho had high politicel krouledge had battor atucati on .alae.. tut of 4771
pooplo vho haod mediue political knoulodge 2 were unoducated, 39 uare

oducatod usto primery cnd four uptos middle, 2 vere high sdiool passe

flono uca uneducated, wha had high political knouledne. 3
vore oducatod upto primary gnd 4 percons uwesre oducsted upto niddle clacs,
2 poereong woro High scheol pass ond 1 vas o groduats. 1, tha lcuer costes
rostly tho penple vere snedicated and all had no politica knowlodgo.
11/20 poople vho hod no political knusledge, voro cll uneducataed. 4
paraons hed low political knoulodne and thoy wore sleo unsducated. S
pereong dmd nedium politicel knovledge, cut of then 1 porson vas uhe
edicotod, 3 vara odusnted upto B8 primery ond 1 upto fAlddlioe Thus it

ghous thot thogo tho had Jouer politicsl unoulodns aro unsducatod,

On the uvhole the ecsto, cloos & Molitical knoulcdgo 4n the

villago Lo linkod,

13. (high education i scid acccroing to the stedords of villegs
cgucatim,. In Sho uwillago High ochool poes oon 3a considorad

highiy oducatiod.)



Uecupati on Educatlon

* 2 3 4 s 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 8

Wilenesz Cestes T TTToTTommmmmommEmmmmoomoosoe

(&l o 0 40 22 9 (A 0 o 10 a8 <] 4 1
Inactd ve 43 g 0 20 13 2 43 0 D 8 35 Y] | o Q
soncshot 22 9 o 12 8 1 22 g o 2 13 5 2 ﬂ
Very Activo 6 0 0‘ 0 0 6 | 6 0 | 0 0 0 K] 2 | |

20 16 4 0 0 o 0 u 12 16 3 1 0 o
Inactivo 17 15 2 a 0 | ‘0 ‘ Y 5 12 16 1 0 GV | 0
Somevhat 2 1t 1 0 0 0 0 2 g 0 2 0 BV 1
Very acﬁué 1 o 1 0 0 g D 1 L) g 4] 1 o 0

Notos For tho doteile of Huabers given in columny of Laond, Occupation end Educatlion oco Table NOJ1S.
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Se t:agtg, Elass and Goopalgn gcti vitys

zﬁ analyeis Ain tehle 19 choug that in the villcgo Kavionas
vory fev p;saplo orc engecgod in the cangdon osetivity. Hoth in the
highar cgstes end lcugr cootod agjority of pooplo ars found fnpctiva,
In the highor ceste, all tho penple ero lmdovnars byl mostdy thoy oro
found inactive in ccmpalgy astivity, Thineo uho verc some whot octtive,
wero nostly middle ckrass farmors. 6 peragts uers very active ond ol) of
them wore the londlords of ths villenes Thet neens Por beocaming active in
the compaign acﬁuﬁy_ma neode highor etatus vhich ono gots through lend.
x;:} thgs lsuor caatq put of 17/20 irnactive poroong, 15 vere landlses end
two heg sono land, Zno porson wvag vory activo in the vililage &n lover

cagtes and no had sone land vhich ho got urndsr the Govomnoont programmog.

In the field of occupation all tho nigher costes were
engegud in the occupation of ounesr engd culiivator and nogtly they vere
indotive, 22 cut of 71 uero found cone vhat activeo and 6 vers Found
vory actives, 1,; tho loucr castos, the poople were lendlecs and engsped
- in tho occupscticn of agricultural labour op tradi lional occcupsticno.
17/20 poreon waro inegctivo 4in tho viilage, 5 out of thanh vere chngaged
in agricultural ccocupationse Thup im tho lower cnstsg nostly tho poople
aro lmclose znd incoutivo in conpaign cotivity. I, tho ficld of
Ecucation tho highor costc peoplo aro postly oduented and &nactive In
ccopeign octivity. Out of 43/71 lnactivo poopls in canpelgn autivity 8
ugre uvducated, 45 wazro owcatgd upto ptinary. Thoso vho tofs very

sctivo voro all highly educatods Out of G very sctlive peoplo in the
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cempalgy activitys 3 uero sducatcd upto Fycdle end 2 were sducsted
i:ptn High gchool end ¢ vas a gradusto, In tho louor cootes mostly the
pooplo arc unoducoted ond innctive in conpalg coctivity, Out of 97/20
inactive poople in compalgn estivity, 16 uvere uneducatcd, ono poroon
ves very activo in Cenpaign activity cnd he vas eduestod upto Niddla,
ciesse Thus it oeenp thot louor class poople are uncduccted and |

inactiva in compoign cotlvity,

On the uhols us cen pay thet in tho highor castos,
Eucn 1f they coro Oenors cultluators ond coducoted tho are incctive
in campeign octivity. The lowor centes, thoy aro landloss and
ongaed In troditionol occupations aro unodutatod and insctive in

canpaign actiuity.



Politicel influcico

lioa Land Sccupotion tEducation
1 2 3 4 8 1 2 3 B ! 2 3 4 5
Hinhpe © (5
7% g 0 40 22 1°] 71 0 1 48
‘ione ) Q 3] 7 2 1] 9 4] 0 (4] 00 2 g ]
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Lovor Crates
20 16 4 0 0 0 4] 8 12 14 3 ) 1] 1]
Nong 11 10 ; } o 1 4] L} i 10 11 0 4] o g
Sone B 6 2 8 0 o Q 6 2 5 3 ] 0 0
High ] 1] i 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 e 1 ) 0

¥

lotes For tho dotalls of numbors given in the columng of laond, occupatlan ond oducation poo Tablo 0415
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S. Crate, Clees & Politicel Influsncas

Tho %zble [l0,20 shous that In ¢ o viilage, wostly high coste
pucple havs poiiticel influmnce, Uul of 42/71 persons vho conglder
thongelves as politicolly influsntiol, 21 of thom wore lendounere,

2% vero nididle clac- lodovnor, 14 wovo rich lpndoungeg ond 7 ugre

‘langlorde of tho villages Thoso vho usro nam=frfluentinl {2/20), ocuk

of them 7fwore mdcle cless farmose  ond 2 voro ri'ch, Dut of 20/7%,
peoplo who uprd somc Anfluontial, 12 4“2ro micdl clawcy 6 rich and 2
vere londlords. This shove that thouge vha _orc ieh Yandounsis woro
nore influenilalg vahoresa In tho loue> cashes, monlly thoe peyplo uere
politically non=influontiol cnd londlease Sv.in thooe who uers cond dorod
eomo influcnticl, Rhad no land, Orly 1/2C pcreona ume found highly
influonticl and ho hed cons londe Thug in tho loucr cestes lend gnd

political influences Lo inkod.

In the cace of o:zcupation in ths higher cmste, the pouple
arec ennaged in cunsr and cultivetor end cut of tho 42/7% pooplo hod
high political Influenco., UChore ¥Mas In tho lover cnste nostly ths people
vore engaged in thoir traditione)l coouputiong end they wore politically
non inﬂumtia&. Cnly ¥ porsen voo egmod in egricultural lsbhour who
had l':igh politi col unowledpne, Thoso tho uero oonc influentiel (afzo) 6'

vere cnraged in goriguiturel lcboul and 2 were in troditional cooupgtione
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This ghous thet moctly Zn tho Jover c¢mote, pooplo are engaged in

traditicngl ¥ux occupatl onaX and have no pn_utmei influence.

1, tho Pianld of ecucation tho table 20 shous that in the
higheor ceste thoge who ore oducated hevs nore politicel influence
gnd thoge uho are wunedvcated have less political 4nflusnco. UJut of
9/71 non=tnfluentisl persons, ell than oro uneducatad end out of |

42/ higrly emucrted porgons all aro educotod.

I, tho louer cadtos, fostly the pooplo are unsducated and
nan influentisl, COnly cono porcon was Tount highly influcntial end he
was orucoted, Thuo caste, end educetion end Political Anflusnce are

linked to gsomo axtoents

On tho vhols caato, elcss and politicol influencse is
linked,

SUne.

In Indla the strotification systen is congidurad to bo
¢horoctorized by otetues cumnatian. It inplics thet ong3 casto
position gotzenines end oubguroe und's saciowpconomic and political
pasition, Loto goo now aveh gtatus sutngtion exigls in tho village

Kavinon ot procont,

in tro wulllegs Drcholns ozcupy tho bighset position in
rt tunl hicrorchy bud occupy oocond pogdtion in sod oeocononic
hiorexchy ond political hicrorchy. Joto arz found ot tho top of Sociow

Econonic ond political hiscterchy, N

Tha changs in “hoe peelition of tho othor high castos 45 most
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atriking, Tho other hi.gfmr castos like Oanige aro ceong the hipher
coates, end chile thadr £itual position may be lousr to Brohming and
.‘Ja',ts, thoy occupy lover pogltion in Socloeecoronic hisrarchy then
tho higher cootsos St311 Cholr pogsiticn in political cphere 1g jush

like then.

Tha low cantoscontinétto owcupy & Yoy poaition 4n tha
soclio=coonnlc hicrarchy, but movs up to nccupy tho sano rank s

hicher 223828 in p-rilganchip ond vatling pattome

Thig vas oz theb in Uio politlicad ricld ths lover
Castes asu ioaroving 1040 stolus co conpn.rsd to tho cavlice tinoes,
for owonpldo ulthin o ﬁ;:aadsé grauning of hish cootos or onn noy
find tho 8 Jcts, more powsrrul pulidcally then tho Urahmins ond
daniag ocoupying toy position in swiowgoonamlc gphors. llovovar in

Find .

the villago ose Joult nobw-ofien very lob ototus Castos c-oscing tho
breocdor Boundarigs and occupying high position in gocio-looromic

political cphare.

Thug in this choptor, the relationghip smong the threo
najor dinanstme of the village society tes examines. 1t vas found
that ccs”o gtatug docs not contribuio tu political orioneaticns. Thus
casto statiis is not nocoecsarily o condi ticn Sz For poldticizeotion.
15 short 4f the reloticonchip botuesn Custo gtatls end pedl o- sconomic
atstus che-nnos, thom thatover 1i'Cle rclati enship casto stotus hoo
uith pol-tical orientation tould also changoe In thend analysis, ve
sca that the relationship betucan coste oid cocioeooounanie stotue 46
not cheonging ot oll, It i tho sane ao whal Sotzille forn.a in his
stugdy that tho non Beehning costag verae not gblo to novo up in ths

claocs oyIten, tiko this the coots end tho goml oe-gosnonic gtatus is
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Yinkad in tho villego. tHouvaver this overoll pottern had to be
qualified fn that vhile both class and politics have cpenoed up ths

czstomllops rdlationship is rolctively sironger and nore congrunent

then cote politics ralatlmaﬁip'

LB X 4

19, €ortia {inesis refParrod o as the ddmes -t Independenco
of Indine

20, Seo Betuille CLasta, Class & Povor o Upcit,



Tho analysis has go for deelt vith tho chenging profile of
pocial etrotificailen in modern Indio. Thie chapter attompts to chovw
the offect Democratic poliiics en gocisty, cenle end clacs. The
cheptor includos the chongo vhich s coming in the villayo in the past
‘thres decadas in the edrinistrativo machinory of tha villeno, Panchyat,
villago vonen end leadorchip. I8 aloo includes tho giiovoncos of the
villags pcopleo, vhich havo according to tho villegere grison cPier

tha Denocratic not up.

Aftor Indogpyondonsa tho lorcdore Firady bolicucd that palitical
syolton had to oot the prca for gecial chyonga,  Thero was e genornl
conpenaus that in tha nattors concenitent to tho fundamenisl voaluog of
socinl justleo, cqu-lity bofors 1oy, cogunlity of ouportunity and
citizonchin ctobtus to pll, tha political cyaten could not takcd sheltor
bohind graduslisn bossd on lack of social zoediness, Tho cometitulie
docclrod Indio to bio a Se:uléx, Uameeoratic aupuauc*. !é short the
conotitutien got forth o gonoral progremo for the reconctouction of
Indien socioty, o commitncont to tho roplzeciont of ascribed stntus by
voluntery affilintion, on enphadio on the integrity and zutononmy of

groupg within coclioty, and g uithdraowel of rok-ardacing anong grmps.z

1. "Indign conotitution Presnbln®,

2+ Soo flaek Golantors Lhonging lonal concepts of centos, structuro
end chengo in Incion gociety od. by Singoer ond B Cohn,

(Chicngas Univorcity fmass of Chicago Prosn, 1968)
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thile tho cnetitution probibited any d goriminagtion to
the bado of casto, it cuthorisod unicn gisto Govias to neks gpoecial
provisions vou the batpuchablifby untouchabls tribals and backuprd
clossecs Thio gpouicl discriniuziicon in faouvour of badiuverd s_sct!.fma
of tho seciaty has cone to b2 vorigcudly doscribed as *protective?
‘pasition® or "provrscolvo’ digeriningtian 'y In accordenco wWlth thig
policy, rosorvctiona hove b o modd in govte comvicon ond ouats
aru rogesvad tor untout:hcbiczs cnd tribals 41 Porlianent end Stoto
Logisletivuo. Specoial wolfare moooiuzos for averull dovelopnent of
dopragaco coctiong of tho aocl ety lhrough ths varicuy fiveo yeor plens,
comunity dovilopnaont proarcoons schentg. Lod us 902 hou this

Canocratic politics heg had its off cot of villago 14fe.

FORR AL LEATRITUIE

BITUHYAT

s

The oxtencicon of demoeracy o the vill spo hed 1ts ovn
rcpnrcussima_ an the existing sociel rolotionchipn in gemeral end on
political £0lati nchips &r particuler . fimomm verinsue provicions vhich
nortnlly go with a denocretic polity, the influonco of univarsal adult
sufforaens, norasver the irflvenco 00 clections on tho Fmd'zyat Yae -

porticularly touscds tho resrdering of politico-olectorel rclavﬁimshipa.
RECECIENATIC Protitnyays s

In the villago onc of tha gurviving rnxhers of tha old

panciisyats vho Uz In hisg 2 hties looked bock to the cood old doys
' .

vhera thoro vas hermany and the unguoaianod occepionce of the *resd!
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Jeadors uf the villagce The pru=dcaocratic penchayat had five 6r alx

ngabore and was Pebguzkxed regl dod over by one xymg com, who served as
the cain sceinistrative link betucon the villege cnd tho stcto. The
aosistent collector of the erca invarlieblo nominated procticolly ell
itp mcibors on the bodls of the caste, faily statup, economic baske=
ground, cge ote, 1§ normally porformed adninistrotive functions on .
behalf of tho Licke Govamponts It muintained rocords of lond,

bir ¢hs, docthis, oorriagos etse It oleop sunocvised the canstruction

of rocde, tonrks oid wello, The panchey:t underionk relic? nassures
vhenevor flood csugod domoge. Sush ralief nepsures usre alvays
undeptdkon at the inotanco af tho Jtats Yovemeents The pachayat
roflectod in the political fiold ‘he azceptmnco of o dooply

mmtronchod gocigl hierarchy uwith privilocos rosteicted S0 tho fov,

It roained rencriichly Proo frop coste conflicts end rivolrios sopkifo
to express thomsclues poiifically, as v'as tha cane after the arrival
of dauocracy, o one aspited Per a place highar than vhat vas
varrented by his v status, I% had ocening and ﬂéifit:ance only

for thogo uvho Ugre sconorically woll off or socially upll plocod,.

The chryan in tho attituda of villegers to naborship
ir tho panchoyat, it looks, uwes tuo Pfolde. Ung éhe ono hgnd, tho
quastion of memberohip of thz annchayat ves incropoingly netting
divorced from tho fact of ons's goclal rnd economic position, On the
othar hand, with Ponilics, kin groups and caosta qgroups ths ueiting
for ono's turn to attain political iGportoncop sconsd to he deocling.
Tho younger cven uithin pnost of the eocial groups bocene impéumt

for leocorghip, and 1¢ gave ries to accomuodeting querrols ond une
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ploascnt rivslirios.

Osroeroecy in ghort inspzrag. political ambition in g wider
rengoe of loeders mnd furnishes then with nouer avenuep to rosliize
1t, It heod ccused formont in the relstionship botuson groups,

botuesn logdars gnd botieen nombers, all of which had fapereaching

CONgoQUENCI0,

JHE PAtCHAYAT ACT OF 19523 roculring of panchayats to be

elcsteu on the bnelo of uniuersal_ adult suffarage von {mmicnentod 4n

the villags touards the erd of the gomo yoar.e 1hile the coming of o
elcctod panchayst signified a groat step forward in the politicol ficld,
1% came an on ovirdiio massure portictulerly in g villace liko Kavliena
ehoro Jebso are &n tnjarity, A villone hed dong inpressivo dovelopments &
inceononic ond cducctional fPiclds. Sinultonasucly the enphasis on
ecucation incrocsad coong paoctically oll coctes {except tho untouchablie
cesten)e Tha bulle of cor-utars, whd ferns-ly tsor’ém as craftsmen end

gocconal landlecs lebourers begon o h vo atcady dncomoo.

Cut of 211 tho czeotes Srehming ~-nd Julsho enstss otartod
$cking the noxinun aduania o of increc:dng c.ployrment apportunitios
in tho toun. Th. Jnt: on the cthor hond Looo ecanomicolly wall off
end vorp not undor oy groat ceoncnl e prossurs to ook for jobs In
the to.n, Finglly tha Julchs ceate nade pnoxdnud use of job ooportunitics

creatod by tho irfuctgializatio,
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In the 1952, wvhen tho menbere of the panchayat had to

be dlected, tho gé:npls of the villag: verso knit togothor in sutunlly
oxcluaive gocial groupg oven for thely pulitice, Tho introduction
of daocracy in tho villege complaicd vari.ug loadors who vers
aspiring {0 bocono menbirs, o go in search of thdr oun casto
supports Lonoaguontly, dlvicion of groups on tho banig of kinghip

bepgan to roflect itaelf in villogo politico.

Tho nculy plected ponchayet hod 4 Brobming, ond 8§ Jot
meaborss Ao tho joits vore in majority, o  jat booocee the Sacpanch,
Tho oudden fncroace &n jat momberghip acte? as o etimulug to thdr
oun intcroest in villags politiso. Thua 14 looks that eorlier in the
firot clectico erahminb waro socizlly tho donfinent casto in the
villages Jots uoro gcconomicnlly woll off wvhon thoy camse in Pachayat
thoy vore convincud t0 raiso thdr stotus. In spitc of ths oinority
in tho panchayot, the ﬁrnhg:zins continucy tu freaet ponchayat as thelr
otn traditicnel presctvo, Tho Jato vore not ko geriously by the

Brahming,

Thug uhilo Uroheding vore {he trodid onel ruling groups in :the
villgge 1t vaes cnly undeg domocracy thet tho jots could thirk of tho
pocnibility of cortrolling tho posnchaynt. The kshatriyes undor
gencercsy boenmo o politicol groups with cofinito politicol

abjcoctiven.
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Fur Jets o political londorchip cmarced sonn oféar  tho
tirs¢ alectod ponchayat caio into oxistonens ATtor thias, in ol
the 7 pandhayate, upto 1978 poncheyat, Jate did not loso theiz
stotus of political locdorghips. £11 tha fernziche &n all the
penchayests vers Jolse drahming on th> othur hand eurosd d-nnorasy,
for having brou ht ~bout politic~) chwmp?s ond Par hovirg enccuraned

villane cCocrmucrocy.,

The nunppicel principlo Introduesd by domocrasy vea intore
proted by ¢ poculirn: mcinocre To thom it did not mron a cajurity
rule but‘n cajerdty cowaunity rulec. The rojeoctiun uf the lottoer
epocially aftor tiie 4th pondioyat elzcidon, thun €. 0y wore BER
turngg out of oifticl, wes trusted by thum not os a Foilure o thaelr
pirasegy, but on 14 plenaitction of the dmocraoy duaocratic

principlo.

gachayat of 1970z~ In tho villiegoe tha latost elactizns Lo
tho psnchayat warg hald in Jgwnry, 1978, A4t presont thozo are 8
nenbers in tho village panchayate Out of tho 8 monbors only 5 are
cloctod, 2 memburs ore frosm echeduled castes enc ono s 8 lend
nenberge Dut of § nlactad notbarg, ono 49 a Sarpench vhd is slcctoo
diroctly nd tho other four cre from 2 diff crent cestrse The
ploture of coolo and cloos of tho ¥illano panchayat mewbers is given

belowe
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Ioble = 218
Seline llame of tho Panchayct Caste L3¢ ounad
f.embers {clazn)
1. Chander Singh Jat 55 Acrsg
{Sarpanch )
24 Aan Suwasup Jat 25 fAcres
3, fugnan Jat 20 Acres
4, Rasulan NEY 4 2 ferec
5. Chandogd Kumhar lopwcultivator
6o Phool Siroy arifen 320 Yards
{Chznar )
(R Chandor L.ard jan 320 Y-rda
{thoer )
Be Baya Kaur Jat - 20 Acres
L.ody Moobor

Thug thco table ghous thot tho Jab mcancrs aro in majority
in tho village ponchayat. Poapulation ticu aluo jate ara"?ncj ority. Forow
ovor, Sarpench is o jat. Thsy nmners of o vileags wonthaynt are
cither hig firn supportoos 01 elss aru erually Priondly to bach village
factiono. [0 nmenteor is drom tho Hrchnin coastes The schedilsd casis end

lady nenbors ara naminotod Graborse

A1l tho nmontors oxcept schieculed eantos  orc tho staunch
cupportors o tho faorponch.  Tho Serparch callo only those neomdors in the
nepting, when he krowg will cupport e $hog svon tithaut calling tho

echotulod cacie oohers, his chosun s connlutod, Thus in the intervievw
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with Chaomgr smesboro of panchayat the Sarponch told that they do not
havo oy status or rolo in tha villaze Panchayat. 0 of tha Chamak
membors satd, tWo cumport tdn bt ho (Sarponch) daos not oo enything

for us or for cur comunity, How look, our Choupsl is fnconplots since

. it vas nads, but vho caros. Yo haua tolkaed €9 tho Szopoch neny times

but ho doss not care Por 1Y,

The nev crmeclauaness which tha lawor castos havo at prusant

is that all theso cricusnces vere neorrotcy to us in tho prucenco of the

‘Sarparch end then znall querrnl stortoc botuzan the Soeponch ond the

Chenor fenboro and thus the Sarpench got anpry ond ho $old up that, "the

‘governmant has Povowrad the ctheduled castas ton much end {his is the

only rcacon vhy thoos potty peoplo gpegk b.fora o big ugne Thay do not
knou how to telk ith big pesple.” Thus 4t meens that Chansr aro not
sotiefied oven &f Cho govemment has « dven thon ceny privilogss end

‘a chants te beo in tho villegs panchayat.

Tha tebls 21 shows that the land is not the condidsrald on in
the viliene penchayat boswuss tho lumhar manbar 1s o 1ondd eso labourcr.

HJut &t 1o trun thot the Sarpsnch always cores Togsthn waalthgclens.

Ralo of Targnche Ths uarprch has a vory importont role to play
in tho villago palitice ong coonomye Mo 45 the link botuoo tho gove.
outhoritiss md villeysrie Tho D Ihajiocr o1d un thet, "uostly the
garp.nen gnd [0z join hond tooother in the drpl:nwenfinticon of govte
progranens Is this grecess sopetincs tho fun-c ar? ndt properly Vor the
lowcr Cloos peoplo end louer glxralovols d2 nol g2t rueh cdventapo out

of i'&"g
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One such Czso camo up froa the viillape in 1967 tut perhaps
it could not be eubatentialiscd, mnd honce 1t wes withdrawn aftso

political interferencea.

Tho 8900 Jhajlar tcld us that community dovolopaant progrenas
could bscono sungoeaful only if thore 4s no political interferonce from

outoido,

Uurdng tha intorvicu vith wvillagors 4% wus knoun that Sarpanch
is a vory inportant figuro in the villiaope. ULhon oloctions erc hold his
position buconos rore Aupartenis Every cundidole gpprooches the
Saerpench to got metinmum votes. Thy Swporch execciscd his influence
ovor the porsuns in tho willagsse Thooe wole a four viilagess uwho told
up thot thoy cest votea in favowr of purcins socomuagnded by the
Sarpench, The carpech could colluct funds from villagarg ond that is
tho only recson thy the Sarpoich bucomps only tho parson wvho s
intelligent, pouerful and influsntial. Somo viilagdrp toldthat the
Sarpench eclao-miguses tho nonoy. o aliaya collests funds from the
vill-ogyarg for o' ffaront programman bub pone kKaouss Lhore the noney goese
The tarperch s-ic.that ha hoo to do i bocwweso govomnont does not give
anytiing to him Por tho antooiainnmant of TLhL's gid othor political
Iz2adote e i haos iorefore to collozt funds o anat cuch oXpoiditurae
HC glog wentivned lack of caoporati on ooing tho pancheyat menbsrs,

tithout which no Pusis are <llotted thua 'he lover lovel could not got

ruch benofit.

AT tho tioo of Corpenchta 2loctlon, thoro ucte 4 candidates

centeoting tho slocolon,. 2 Jors jals, ofa ugs Uralyin ad ons vas Kumhar,
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This ghous that no louer iy caete oembers guen try to stond for the
contoate That naans the cadidets shauld b of a Mghor caste md

hoher claes.

Thero thasc ucro tho Prork orizics of tho ponchayat ond fte
aurbory cnong th.o aucdege villacore. For tham tho Preguont egushblea
and bickerinys nsong the noobeng of the panchayat voro proo? of itn
ugalesesnoso, Thoy cleincd thes nene of 44s menbiers vontcod to sorva the
villago i:ut oercly occupisd g placo of honaur ond then foucht wvith
othaorg, Tiloy aloo Fedt thet ¢ penchayat Lculd hove dove o lof of
vsoful vork but Tor its lazy, =clfes . .king, quesrclcone siyd incompotent

cacharo, und rifuset 6 CoapsTeto tith ang chuthso.

Although villoagars think theot tho 3dca of hgving lacal panchayate
initiato enc upock for shs uplift of thoir comunity ie basically By
e qood idea but it is not vorking riphtly. Uhey asked “that the
panchayat has done for thoo? I von onlynthp Jat cosmunity uvio gald
tha% the peachayat hao done camothing for tho villegoe Utheruiso 2uxks
gucry casto sd thet Panchayat £8 of no use for thene (athing but |
causas fights Ditwesn uge "I 1 nol good bosouse it produces

solfinhnuez®, “Tho Sarpench 1e cllidgned uith big oon (pold ticians)

vhat ©@il) hy da for ugt,

Orna of thc villcoore, cha vaz o sthool toachar told that old
eycten tas botter %o olent tha Sarponche. Thore was no rush to occupy
tho poci tions. “lut tfossc Coye thirn fo coeastition Por eny post in the
village. It 3o thg clzotion zycion vhich has Introduced nalpracticess
earl gvil uvnys. TYhus therc 1o cutry peiibilitica for tho vrong man to

uine. A1l thice footicnz) fignts ord murt coste ars nothing but the
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manifestation of thelr confiict., Thus the olcctlons are reaponsible

for tho intonaificotion of party rivalry.

Thug the dorsercli zation of tha pendheyet not only rosulted in
tho ahckn up of the age~0ld structuzo of itn mcobers ond the brlnging
in of youmger non Prom prcootically all tho castas that vere roprecenied
in ¢, but it sloo brourht chout e bifurcation in tho ooucial ond political
lc-derehip of tha villege, lhilo th cocial leadorship of the gruupe
continead to bs in Lho hendg of the dlder non, ¢tho politicul loodooe
ship pascad on 80 tho yaunger oo ifnvariably of the sewe fonilics,
The young poali.ical loadors, freo frem tho wolal roospoaglbilitios
of thoir grduns, wniy coout asteblishing diftcoent kinds of poifticel
realtionship vita Lhdir Pollovseg o ucing diff 2z nt tonls For echieving

thoir political cbjcctivos.

info:rnal losdop-hin in thn

ey huses life ic to our

gnosnoun extmi 3 group life. A graus uxiobs as 3 naang of
oatintfying certaln purpose uishes, of providing caortein <onls to ite
renbersy Tht gruu) castol be sgecossiul in s effurks unless 4t works es
o unit. For this Skze® thero must bz gonoe=ana to Lring havrwony &n
the groupg chamalizg coplvations znd ooonurces of ooiliors ond
.’.nf&uméc then Tar eoht oyl 1y thoe com or g sle Tha pepsen who porforma
f.H:: sask ia knovw au Uho laador of thaet yroupse The pottorn of
loadership no doubt, vurieo in cach ¢ India®c 3,58,000 vill anos, end
it &5 very diificult to gonsralizo fron ono or tuwo sxperimnes but
thore aore similaritices in cur villege to onchilo us to noto certaln
gencral trondo. Thuse oro severcl uays of fcontivying local loaders.
Thers aro diffurent costo gooups In vill-gos, Thugd sooto leaders are

aluays found tc luad in ocllvitles such o porfuming casto cereronies
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on rituals, ropresonting the caots in tho villags cauncils ote.
1,, village Kzvlana, such porgons could be szon in njish zach caste

0a shorn in tho tahlo givon balowy

Icblo '0.221

Sell0s Dang igher cesto Lover conts
Qe Uhanni Jrchiein -
2, vheren suos -y - -
e Chandor Ginah dat -
4e deat singh - - -
Be Lhup Singh - - ' -
Go Fey Suezus -l - -
Te Cucgsn -do . -
0. Chandsr it -t - Chueha
La ngapel ' Crurha
i0 Na..ad S4rsh Crucha
11 Pheol Sigh Lhomare
12. Kegul : Chonar

Thus in tho village Kavloma, these leadsrs were found. Apart
Prom thoco lendurs, there oro othsr leaccre of idifyerent cmtes es
Julaha, Luhar, Rhodi and Rurhar cantese. Lul all those c23tc lenders
havo thelr say in tholy casto only vho thoy feco tho K3 hignor ceste

deocdors, conpures 40 Chane Thoy fPing thanelvis rece .t their
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‘deciclenn, Ip tho loser ceate graup, the 5 leoders are tho masters of
tho group but pyoin as oonpores to hcher Scsto leaders, thois siotus
fa vcry low, Thnocugh o chaongo is Shore in tho villagoe, that theso
louor coote laadorg have startse gpraiding acainet tho highod costo.  3ut

atill they qot no botter re-ulto.

Ueato doos nat ordd oy onter into tho cmeldarstion of vhat
oekes ¢ uon big in Kavlana for each caafe has its o n such ropresontot! vee
Casto houevcr is oo foportant dut raing.ion of big man's statup in the

vwillage wiaeg political aronns

Tha won who sro conciders? ac roal lcadnors &n Kovlena nre 13
Jate, cancarnul alnast cxclusively vith r~dusncing thd o oun anily pooitions
throurh eloete” officl-le. I, the old davo thorp uvaend €o fio only one
leeder in th- villrec. Tedaoy &horo -ro aore hat they don't comrond tha
oam0o ohedd znco,. This peprecenta s g:a?:t chengo in cdninissrativo of

the villaegs affoiro efter Insicpendonca.

Ticow 4nfurca} iozuces gr . of g oot codascquonce in tho
cowrunity offoirg. Tuch lendirs are Tound to operate in dif. orent
gpheras cuch as tiusu contexts Lhowe the ontiso vi lego ¥5s population
acts co e thule in tho spheras of ciate, in rcligious ficld in uplife
gctivitics od gr-aral * ~Mure of Lach caclo. £:ch coste loader vents tha

Bult-r 2 of hic coato.

Yillann and achiofiateativa aygbong

Tha villegera L2onti @ ed the sonindstralivo nochincry by
means of tho oficialo vho viadt tho vilicga. Thoy particularly cong

into centact uith officisls of Cho moucnuc, corin ity o cnid polico
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dopar tncytes  Thelio ptiituds to tho adninlotrctive nechinory
tes largaly besod on thoir recctine to the offinials of thens

depar tmonta,

$oo°rly cvsryonu &4 the villege Wes o relantloss ord tic of
the ethinictiative occhinery. Same Ocvelopmont projects, ashout which
. thoey haed hoard FProb wisiting politdeicns and officialo or hed
sead shout in reglonal neuspupers uare, thoy acnittcd, for tho goods
of ths ncopla. But the poditicions ond ocdninigtraturs, for the
otn gelfioh rosons bad of thor ddlocyed thoen or had, echezzoled the
funds nzsant fos thos or hat toied to beefit thelr relotives and
frisnda, 5t.i ather thoughts that tha *big, big schones?’ had
oxisted an psper only, end that eash ninigter o ofiicial had %0
tell the paopla thot ho was coing o yreat daal for thon and

thorefore, cave prooiscs which ho hud no intcaslon of fulfilling,

The criticisn becans nore gponific on tho department of
asriculture. Thoy ssld thnat thero offlci zle wore nuvgre fomore
thatigciven. Thais's was a beolilgh knnuledga.. Tha suesage
cgaicudtural o. ficial grve thele wlvice thich v ollly end haros
ful, Lo cdwie.d oo villagers $e uge Teptilizers, but hio did not
tell €hn o woo waica voters The posult ven that plunts dried up.

i.iu guery pro.oies ¢nd advizory talk arnoyod the villegoerg.

The villonors uvere ogually critical of tha nolica daper tmonts
Reeording to tloo, the polico u-s not inlurceated in proventing or
in brinmgirn Eio c2i<dinels fo Louole Dut only in neking voncy. The

hootlecggors vors, guito Ll knm s o tho polico. Instoad of
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proventing them from distilliing the iliicit ligquor, tho police
sorely asked them to give a cut 4f they wished to carry on the
business. Tho Jowar casteg (views) people werc more crictical of
the police dopertment. Thoy sdd, "Police bare logon ki hat,
Hamari kno guntha hal® {Police 1s slsc sligned with higher peopls
who liolens %o us) One of tho porsons from s lovor csstos told ua
the story of a death of g chamar girl by higher ceanto poople. fHe
gl d thot 8 Jat landounos?s hond uwas thers 4n that cose, tho wanted
to tdeo a revonge from the girl's fPathere Thuo ong day on 23rd

May, 1980 the Chamar's deughter was found burning in fire in the
fidlde of tho villages. This was donse only by that jat landounsrs.
The police cema but the jJot lendounsr gave money to the police

and tho tase was ulthdravn, Ilg action was token ond it vae adld
thet Just to toke rsvengs for the old rivalry batweon the chamar end the
landouner, the chamar had burnt his daughter, Who had died 4 days
bofore the incident,

On thiz tho incidont, tho higher ceotes ato bleming tho
louor cegtos aend lower castes are Bk blaning the hiphar Castos.
Lover ceateos say that in this govt®s rule, ano could get evigy with
ourder, provided one pald the polica. Uthen the GUD and the SUN
vere askod about this case, thoy favoured the higher cestas and
aald thet 1t uas only tho police uwhe maintaoined paace in the
villego othervigse, there could be o hot compatition of fights
botvacn higher caste ond the loucr castens - I¢ vas only tho dige

soti sfection of lover castos, that these type of acts sro done by

then,
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The villagors spoke with &k utter disgust cbout the alow
and cumbersame adninistrative procedures at the Block level. flost
of them Hold that they never pay visit to the Block Usvalopnent Office
because no one took ths villagers seriously, Potty clorke tosck far teo
iong to present their papefa to the officials for their docisions. They
ton expocted to be pald befors the files could nove from ong dask to
another, Tha villagors did not like the working of men and women
together in ths office, According to them it was bound to glow down the

pace of wori,

Tho imago of the administrati vo machinery as seen through
the oyog of the villagers was anything but desirsble. They grumbloed and
complained about various things. Oshind their grumbles ond complaints
there was @ growing suareness that the aduinistrstoras were supposed ¢o
sarvs tho peoples A for years ogo, they had quitely eccepted uhatever
uas gilven to them, Thie evarensss Lo sgein the result of the eserging
groupiem, Tha cncgemce #f parties in tho villgge hes given them a chence
to xmmplusy compote among thomsslveg. Jat went to compete with Brahming
ant Brahning vant to compots with Jats and the highee castes vant to
compete with the lover castes and the lousy caste ud th higher cestess
Thus npu they hove startec complaining and hesitatingly demaending

various things.

UoREN oD POLITIES i THE VILL AGES

fLA Uday Balsl sald that ths village "womsn gre getting
conacious, soclially cconomically and politicsliy®. By comparinp the role
of women at proeomt and at the tlmo of indepsndmce, it 1s clear that a

lot of consciousness and change has occursd in theyn-The change could
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be seen in thelr social reletions, econonicsecurity, dregs, thelr

participotion in poll tice, thelr atandard of living, and the chonging

pattorn of their livos.

Socdi al ralationsg Tho women of Kavlans ore quite bold and brave
botauso half of the wonen population is jaot, ond jat ledies ars
conpidered vary bold end drgve. Today very fou vomen are thdr vho
cuné.dgr the traditional custom of untouchabllity. Rgatly tho higher

caste Wwonan do not vant to touch loucr coats ladics. Thoy do not
allow, luuag casto unmen to ontor into thelr house. Thuso this
traditional thiné they have not changeds Uyt ke in tho younger
generation, the chengs of attitude towards lover Costo Lo cloars Thig
has soen in the young girle of jats end thelr bridss, This younger
genleration 1s eucotes bocause muetly in the villege, all tho jat girls

go to achool and some jat girls have even gone up for collage
educati on,

in Srahmins women, the traditional custom of *Figrani® and
*panditani® ncods comments ({woman cook and wefe of a Orahmin),
Earlier tho *misroni?, ths Orahmin mﬁmen psed to conk, in tho kitchens
of jats. Oscouso jots ero cconomically rich ca~te. Thoy used o glve
cooked fond ghd some vheat for the work done. The jats ncover cliowed

theother costes wopon to entar thelr kitchan,

In thalr narriages, jots hovo some customs, vharo tho Srahnmin
wongn is given somo clothes end yuk, Thus cach Brahoin ussd to have
sllotted some femilinss The men used to parform tho function of puja,

and the vonon used to porform tho othor cuptumg of 'cleranit and

*oanditnit,.
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Educationg Uhereas men hevd loft this traditional occupstion. But

an insgignificant purtlm-of tho vomen population still continus to
porforn those functtnﬁa. Though tho younger generationg who are getting
sducatod, do not ogreou that oy vill continuc the sanexy thing.

Thoy diolike 1t. But in Bpohoin fenilices vory few girls go to

school. The Brchmin families as compared to Jat women are atill,
backuvards 1p jat fanilies raxeiy there uvas eny house, in thich

girls ¢o not go to echodl, Dut Brehnmins do not went tu sond thoir
dayjghators to gschools, they still think it e mere upstage.

Thouph cvarybody 4in guery family gocs to school but
not the girls. But still tho chango hos ctoms fron cariler tima'sa
But no changn tould bs gesn &n the cducation of Jousr costewomen, Only
3 chamar forilios vero scon in uhich thao pirls %38 vsrs aleo going
to schaol otherulse they do not send thelr girls, to school, bocause
in the untouchgble oostes, tonen aro dso enpaged in tho traditional
vecupstion of gucoplag, Thus thay uvent thalr girls also to help

thair oothers g0 that thaoy could sarn 00D GOy

Economic snocurityi= A great chonge which vas geen in
tho wonen of higher castes vas that they havo atartad thinking thome

selves indopendent, flostly thes jat vomen do somg work or the othar to
pass thalr leisure time ond to get acononic secwrity. This they hsve
iearnt from *Mshila Oendal® uhich is an assocliation of ladics in the
villege. Dut agaln the Brohmin ond lower caste lodies arc beckwerd in
loarning those joba vhereas some jat ladlos are tsachors in o noardy

schools, the othor houge wives heve startsd sswing clothes ot homn.
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One wvoman has opshoed g ooall poultry farnse

Soma lowar caste wumen havo alsb learnt somathing but thelr
nunbor $5 snoll, Only 2=3 laver capte women &n the village wera found
to bs engcg#d in the vork lsamt by the flahila Mandals. One chovpr
wonan has atartad gmpszing baskots, ang ths other twq havo gtarted
malking roposs ’mai: husbandg thon do ths uork to gall thaess things in
thg tomn, By loarning from thess vowen many otha v&lléa voRsn are

getting canscious of thope Joba but still thelr nuaber ig very fo,

Oregat~ Uorpn of Ksvlena have left thelr traditionsl dross®ghagre
cholit, ilae gll the vomon in Kaviens uear *Shiuar ond Kamiz® with
Ouppatta's At pregent tho traoditional dress is conssdored gs not
feshonable. fostly, it vas scan that vomen vosr the *galuar Kamip®
of toricott, Thoy sasd that they do not liko cotton dresses. Only

thors are esoms old faxkkinw ladi oo who dear *ghanta cholit,

Pgrticipation in Politicsg The women in the villoge hove thelr
1ink with poiltics, only at tho tioe of slettions they captdy thair votos
on tho dosts of vhal tho husbands toell theme Gut &n highor coatcos thers
worg sons ladios who sald that thes wted asceording (o tholr vill., The
political knowloogs of village uonen both, tho higher costens and the
louer costegs, is vory lov. They connidcr politics to bo meant only for
men, they sald that thelr vork 2o to keop tho hotics ond out wide tholr
homogp Lhatover happons 1o tho cuty of oene ULhon tho villego wouen
goas %o cost their votn, thoy alusys gnes in *"Durda® walking behing
thedr hushend, Uut thipg 1o not the caso in tho coming young gonorati one
Thoy oro ouch consciaue politically than thalr gldars. They know thelr

rights and dutica gnd this only bocouse of thelr sducation.
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Stendarg of Jiuinas Tho ototus of jat families is ouch better
than that of tho othor castes. £ven the housas of 8rohmin vanen ero not
as good ao tho houses of jat vomen. fostly the hauses of jat tonen are
found cleens In .tha Janalords hausos, cverything, TV, Hodio, Tractor,
Sofaunt, all tho stcel vessels wers found, Cheroas thése things wore
not found in tho housos of oty other .easte. Evon the houses of Brehmdn
lendlords uazé not as good, as vore the houses of Jata, Heny houses have
tgobar gas planis® eno tho vomon cook food on this ges only., Mostly

in S8t and Brahnmin fonilies ctove uers thoro.

But in Jouvsr caste fenilies the atmq‘arﬂ of living 18 very poor
and thai is ddofto their econopic conditions. Their hausos aro u.Clean,
Bnly tuwo cr;mar hounos uwars found clasn ono that is bocouso of theu"-
hushend vero working in town, Sop thay havo learnt the urban way seX of
living, Their children vere ale well dresseds. Out &hera_iisé tho wonen

uho wvere iiving ke in tho villege, waro rather shabily drossed,

01d Customas Thus tho svarcness which has cowa in the villego
vomen is only among the higher canto vonsne, Tho higher castos haovo
loft child marriane complotoly, Thoy org getting consclious of wvidow
marrelge ond thoy do not eonaidor it bsd nov g doys. But in tho lower cantos

the child marrige fo otill prevalent,

Mahila Mendolt Thoe credit of the chenge in u.tnée vomen goeo %o
some extamt to Fahilo Plendal, Uhich vas crezsted In the villape In 9964,
In this *Mehila Mand-l* thors are 29 monbers. Tho head of the Mehila Mandal
is o *Gram Sevika'. Thase 29 cnembors came Prom ell castce, At the '
block lavel, there is "Mukhya Gram Sevika' who 45 ths head of all RMahile
Mandal in all the villages in tho block, 'Tha fikhya Gram Sovika' told
us that in fehila Pandal the womon of all caestes in the villgo hold thalr
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mestingss The Gram Seviks tolls thom sbout the new pattema of knittingg
guttd ng, ssuing and embroldry, nsu cgye of keeping their houses , hou

to kemp the houses clean, new typas of cooking nourishing foods, now
wethode of family plenning medical care, care For nou born bablas,
changing customs, politd cé, hov to vote, wvhom to voto and thelr gtatus
in soctaty, Sho warne them chaut ths rssulte of blind faith in old
cuptoms. AL the tims of slectims she tells shout parties, condidates
and tho valus of thei: votes.

Lhile intervieddng tho vangn of difTarent costes we came
to knovw that theso wonen are getting benofit Prom *ohfla RAandal', One
of tho vonen told us that cerlier thoy nover alloced thoir doughters
and daughtorge=in=lsw to go out of the villmes. fHov thoy havo falth n
Gram Sevike and thus thoy allow tholr girls ¢to oo for picnicg md
touxs artanged by Mahlla flandal, Thoy have lesrnt to urite thsir namey
and vent to lcamn oore, Thup ﬂm Rahila fendal hao helped the

villegers uwonen to take propress in diffcrent aphercs.
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able No.233 C rankin Ry i Flanb
S.lioe Caatos 'o.
1. Brahnin 4
2, Jat 13
3. tuhar 6
by Rhati 1
5. Rumhar 4
6a Il ayeo 0
B. Julehn o
De Chomar 2
10t Chure D
Total 29

gSut these Mandals also ars not frco from corruptions, as the

lover cesta wpmen aro not getting total baefits, Mootly tho lover caste
vomen are ongeped in som@ accupstion or they hdlp their men. Thus they
do not got tims for attonding the (lghila FMendals. Many village women
statod thot Pukhya Sevika and Gram Scvike do not utilies tho governoent
funds allotted to fiahile Nandsls judiciously. There arc factios fn Nshila
flandals aleo. The caste feoling .ar tho fedding of untouchability ie not
apparantly scon still somg vomon do not como to the fighila flendal bocouse
the schoduled Casto women alep como thoro,. This fecling ig core diong

the woman than mon in the villege, scome lower caste vomen eaid that Mahila

Mendal 43 en associntion of higher castoce women., U's never get the aid
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vhich comos From the govornooi. Thdfh ve ere not disellowed to sntew
Rahiln fiandals, meiborg from osur caste ars 2 monbars in Pahila MNendals
Thay have their contascts vith higher ca.tes wonene. Moroover we do not

get time o attond its ns0%nps bucauss ve wrk as 8 lobour cloee®
pemanrctization end Codarniz on

Tho emargenca of a goverdgn danccrotic republic in Indle

after independence has beon rosponaible for the inkfletion of thse doe
nocratic process in the country, In order to achicve the avouad gual of

estahlishing on sgalitarlan social ordor, tho State has iwnchad glgantic
programmes of democratizetion ond modernizatich in the country, In rocent
timpe hovwever certain now forcos such as domocratization, codermnization

and fndustrializetion havo had tremendous icpect on the casto organisation,
lgeding to fer reaching /changea in Intor=coabo rolations. Domocratization
of the socieoty is baing eought to be echievod m:nugh the icplenentation
of the diroctive principlns of tho state policy, ths introduction of adult

Franchisog end tho panchayell ra) pattern of local governmant.

The directive principles of the steto policy lay doun that
that thero vill be no discriminstion on the basis of caste, ctolour or
creed anong the citizans of Indias All the citizos vX11 hevo cgual
opportunities in matter af governance, loarning ond employnant. It hap
been s joyed upon the state to make conorotcd otPorts ta halp tho veder
sections of ths wmu'nxty in order to enpblo thoo to narch ahroast with
the others on ths rosd to progress, The directive mrinciplca, thus stend
for the aelinimation of coclel fnogualitice snd disparitios among cifferent
sections of the gociety,
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In the brosd bascd gocinl recongtruttion progromies, undortek an
by tho state, tho pople st the 'grassereoic? loval hove boo allousd
full hand with the reopult that a nocy hwo veve of nationel cngelicusness
ig suecping tho villegeose Tho panchayati roj pattorn of local govis

has bo:n introducoo An different pocts of tho country ang Lt is tho
villege panchayats, whid are in fact tho boalic units of democratl 2gtion

of the countryts polity end soclal reconstruction gomunity dovslopnant

The comunity devalopoent progroans tas launchod in 1952 all over
the country, Ths programme das considerod as g Govotsnt dogignad to
pranote batter living for tho vhols comunity, wvith tho asctivo porticipation
and, if posaible to securp its active end enthusiatic rogsponss to tho
tovcnent®, It has ftfth&r buen dogeridod ss %o process of change from the
traditional way of living of rural comunities to progreacive vays of
living, as o tmothog by vhich people can bo assistod ¢o davslop themseluss on
thelr oun Ceopncity end rasources a programe concédrning uclfate of the
rurcl fpeople, md as o movcnont for progress with a certain fdsological

contagnt v,

There should be no doericingtion enchg the noabars of the comunity
on tho basis of cegts, croed, groups or fuction, Any discriningtion
will rcault in ¢ topwolioded grouth of the socisty and 48 bound to
accentucto tho nlroody existing schencs or the disporitiss in tho incaomg
of tho pcopls. Tho ovorsll douolopmont should embrace the fields of
sgricultura, health, cooporgtion amd literacy. Some of ths old axparicents
in tho direction of iuprovopert isolated flelds of food production like
grow moro Pood tempaigns® met uith rallure, bacaiss thay lacksd a

gomprehencivo philosophy of soclel choangs. They only helped the rich aend
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the capehle highor caste poapls, Thus such neccsurss only furthered
the continvance of caoote oystem end the distincticn betuson poor and Mxg
tho réch wuhich vos s conflict vith tho gvowsd policy of tho natinal

govemaceity

fut streocssing tho dignity of labour ond insistence upon the
partici pation of all ssctions of tho villags wnmunity es cow
trsvollers in tho grost voyege of notional rocoratruction, tho communify
gsvolopnent prograsmes oioed at thae abolitiaon of the distinction
anong tho people on the basis of occupetion ond caste, 1t also
envigagod tho rovitalisation ond dsvelopment of tho villae institu=
tions lke villaoge panchayat, village school, =nd cooporatives. Yyuth

orgmnisation and voman®s organiastiong.

Bop tois offoctivenees &€ 4 necossery that the multitude

of rural population nust bo gudtensd to itg irmportence, Footly the
standard of living of the people end their fanilios and ancinl stotus
are the dotominig factors of thalr euarenasss Gmerally epesking
people hailing frow upper Ccatle and rich fomilicg are bottor pleced
to know chout the pregrumcs bocaise of their educational, et:cnm;ztc
and gociol stabus in the comrunity vhoreas tho laver caste pocple and
tho poor psople oro less knouledgable becauss of their economic ond

gocial backuordnoss.

$hus hou much the people erc avare of the coomunily davelopw
pent progremmes could show how much poople are gaining from those
programmes in the village. It is clear that the Brahmin, Kashatiyas
andg Yusk Vaish compmurnitics showed nigh guarencss of the objective of

community devolopmont programas. Out of theo sample of 79 therg uvarse



3 153 ¢
66 respondents svare of tho geins ¢from those programmes,

1t vop euident that in the moat of the Hari jahs or uhe
touchshlaes did not know chout the cormunity davelopmont programmes, Out
of tho sanple of 20 only G porgons sald that they wors awars of the

programmens

Hauover, thse cultivstors ond econondcolly weil of people
were rmorg svare of tho coonmunity dovelopmen t pregremes then the

agricultural ldouraors ond the poor class.

Thus tha succcss of comunily 'davalogznmt proagramo dopends

largely on tho axtont to which tha uvhola comwnity $2 convinoed that the
programes oro intendid to bring shout iwmpravenont in tho economic and
soctal 1ife of the meosero gnd that they eatogy tho doctrino of socisl
justice. Scne of tho lowc: c©-sta ond class villegors think that 8lock
affics hoa no zméartmce for thon o no ong Motens ¥ thom, Only the
pesple of higher social and ocaonamic status hovo their gay in tho block
offfce, Thao ofPicers at block lovel indicated tht thers uan too puch
political interfeorchce from sbove. I this programmec nootly all the
govornnmt porsong do not utilize the gout, funds properly ond does not
roach tho parsons at tho grass root lgvele, This ic trus to o considarable
extent, But tho guocess of theass progreomos will only dopond on thalr

capseity to cater to the nonds of all the scotions of tho soct ety

Conclusionsie Ths modorn legsl and constitutional structuras
and compatitive politicz constituto one of tho major Poctara influencing

tho profile of cociol atratification £n Indian villansse

In Kovlang the egnlitarleon ond octulor conetd tution end lave
have not boun grozlly instrusentel in eoncoritng cducction, oo upation and

othoer cloeo chatactoristica, pold‘dcal pouwr, lundorship pesition, Though
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low status castes have bepin to acquirs education, highsr lesusl
occupatians partisenehip and starisd oasﬁng thair wtes regularly. but
still not as much ga compated £o highor Ccastes. The panchayat gysotom e
viriually tho proporty of the highor castog. Adminiot. otive nachineey of the
villans is ‘nla.b in the honds of the highor castes,

Gut as compored to tho proaot gmerastion, tho younger
genorcti on is nov gotting congeious, Concaguently, thoe major noens of
mobility in traditionsl poricd - o;!kriﬁzaﬁm = is balng by poosed In
fovour of politicization ond modornizetion, Also, tho Democratic politics
have narrovued doun diffPerence in titual status in the villxpe of coclal
and polltical 1ife hao dowamphasiscd 1literal status and the troditional
criterion of mobility « and eophacissd gome now criteria of rohillty ~

education, occupation, political influsnco ond leadsyehip positions,

Tut at prooent, in tho viliage, tho powae is in tho hahdo of
hichor ceste (clio-e) prople id rot in tho honds of louer cente ond lower
closs,  though tho condi tions of labour in Haryana hoo becons £or botier
comparcd to treditionsl piricde The otadtur of wenon has booomo higher as
compared to esrlier tincs. Cut otlll thore 45 difforence in highar ceste
{cloca) vomen end lou-cr casto ¢lacs weren. The lousr costen ond the poor

people hovs otdll thoir gicvences agalnot thxk higher coptes end
the rich,
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Egnc;ugémg

The dotatled findings of this study hgve bosn noted and
discussed at sppropriate plotes £n tho analysis. Yho braod findings

boering on the mojor thooreticel frameuork cen bo briefly recapitulsted
hﬁ!eg

Y
I got cut in this atudy to draw an chprical profils of eocigl
strotification in tho Kavlena villago,

Tho cacte amddal of cocligl optratlficction in Indlagias I
discusgod &n the bagifing, is conziderod to appioxinata extsens in
oquelly, summaticn of stctus and is regsrdad oo highly hisrerchical, closed
gnd secriptive in the extremc. In its iﬁaal typical fadm it ip in
aontrast to tho demotratically o-dorad socliety gnuial oned by the

conatitution of Indopondent India.

The casto and politics arc not corslated in its trod tionsld
sengo ot prosocnt. But tho soclo-economic status of gn individugl in the
viliage 4o ¢otally ontailed SR by hiag cestoe Thus ¥g can say that
coste, Clocs ond politics ave noi cweslatode Tho socio= poonomic
dironeSons of stratificoticn de not boconing difforantiatodfrom the
aseriptive casto dicencionge But tho politicol dinensiong is becoming
incroacingly Girforentistod from the ascriptivo costol cinensionse
Thio chango could Bo soen gpong the lowor caste peoplo and also vithin
tho higher costes, o1 the peliticol participation is not like the
teaditional nodzl of gocicl stratification. In sonn ficlds ths lover
castos have also started participating in politics. But the posor is
still in the hands of ths higher cestos. Thus one con not describs or
undorgtand social stroti Plcation in tho villago uithin tho Proneork
of tho classical casto modol of gtratification, But ot prosont the

Caste model is not the gemo as in tho trodi tional peciod, The differance
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bptugan higher caste and lowor casto people is sguas But tho pover is
not the honds of Brohning ap vas in the traditionnl period but in the
hands of Jato. Thus the power hiorarchy has chaonged £EU"8ratmine to

Jats, though thoro 4s no chonge in tho rights Cante and lousr caste.

The conptitution of India rojocts tho costo form of gocisl
orpanisation snd onvesiong a now uecuiar sociagl ordor. It is paid
that the domocratic politics sots @ now paculer sociel oxdere But
in tho villago vo find that the domocrotic politics has not changed
tho sscall ralaticnghips. It has only haolpod tho lower casteos to got
icportenco ot tho ting of clocticho. {Bocouss of their vote). Thus
excopt thig, tho traditional systsn of ritund of hioraschy aond

herzditary oubstitutaebility of roles, positions ond privileges is not

gifocted by Donocratic politics.
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A x = 1

Intorvicu Schedule Hos (A)

t {lano of tho house hold hoadi=
2 - Casto
3o ige
44 Sax
5. Paritel Status
6. Educotl onge-
A) Unecucated
8) Prioary
€) ficdle
D} High School}
£) Greduato & dchove
Te Dotalls sbout leanvde~’
A) Londless
8) Barcinal upto=2 pcras
C) Nicddlo = 10,20 Acres
u) Nicly = 20,32 Acres
£} Lonalorde Aboun 30 Acroa
B Dcoupctiong=
A) Ownor Cultivation
1) Aoricultural tebour
L) Tracitional occupotion
Je Political Darticipationge
f) votdng Pattomn
How oftcn have you vaotog in tho natimal cloction?
%« The lond 1o dividzd according to villago 1md status,
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Rogulorly
Occasionally

tever
BJloting Critoriag=

Uo you vote pccording to theso Ei¥s lincas=

On party basis
Caste badle
Perconglity beadls
Influencs bada

Intuiticn

€) Political lnfluences =

1. Houw nuch offect o you ¢hdnk paople liko you havo
on that Prnchayat oid tho covemnant cnoe.

tlono

Sorouhat

Hiigh

0) Pnrtigonshipge
1. Uhich party do you suppori?

2. Uo you consider yoursddf a atrong cuppor tor of that party?
3. ong partics

4. Usok

S.Strong

i paorran tho pCnliocd ho did not think of himoclf oo supporting ey

party urs givon tho louwost valuo aog nonparticane Thoso uljo did not suppoxt
a parly but nontianed o party on the folloy up quoption wore considored "weaek
pertisan, Thoso ka utho reportes thaet thoy suppartsd a pavty but asctd that

were not strong supportors usre roloted, modorate, partigant. And those who
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considored thengelves ‘Strong Suppoprters’ vero rated as'Strong Partisen®s

€) Eampalon aotivityss

1) Aro you o momber of any politi€al party?
2) Hava you givon conoy for a politicol causo?

3) Heve you attended o politi cal mesting or rclly
during olostion ot ey ting?

4) Have you ouel crngmad in eny potivity durdng a
political cempaion to clect come cend dstes?

Those who ropartsd o3 not active in rogponaso to eny four quastion
vero glven the value of (s}, thaose who repurtes activity in vscrongo to one
o¥ twa of tho chouvo questions wecrd ngivan th vrlun(1) oo comorhat actives
and those whio reportud activity An rocsnes o thore oy coro ousstiong

sore given tho vsluon(2) as tvory cctivet,

F) oliti LNoLlo -
| 1) Hov old a pergon havo to br in ordar to vote?
2) Oo you knov Hho S5 our P00,
3) tho 5 tio Lhiof Liniclor?
4) To uiich party coos {lic Lhiof Ninistor® bolong?
G) 141i ycu ploose amo tho moin Oppostion party in the
Stato Loaiclativo?

6) Lo you kns ths namc of Sonjay Gendhd?

Thase uho gave no gnoter vero Ancludcd in tho oating ous cote 20y ok
tonot thoge uvho gavo Lorroct gnowerg uero included in tho category of
‘Louar's Thopo vho gave 3 or 4 gncuere vooo includod in the catagory of

fiocium end thogeo ko uho gave S«6 were included in tho catcgory of highe
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chodile fB}

that nivath 3s the ™le of cants in tho villege politics?
Uhat do you think shout tho power structure befors Indepandence?

1g tharo any change coning in tha paver structure sfiter the
Indpendenca?

Hlas Ocmocracy logitimated or Shoken the power structurn?

thethcr pouer tBp influance (of the higher cestos) has dscroased
or incrossod after Indopondineo?

that 4s tho rolo of Vanchayat ncw fortdlizers, new pattern of
agriculture on the ralztimship of l;mdless end londounsrs and
vhat is tho offcct of that on politicadl participation?

Uhat typo of contiracicetions have ecmorgoo duo to ncw changes if
thurs age ony

faio of Canen
ftolo of Scheduloy Ceates end Landlass lasbourers. thoro do they

ated in prosent politics? How nuch poser do they have? Hos theywst
it or noct? thek ars the

Chothoe thore is ony upuard modbility dus to change\%ducatim, d4-
Induptri clizatten?

Uhot 4 tho offzot of Fivp Yoar Rlan, Communiiy Dovolopment
Pragromo and othor Stheoulop uhother 4t hoo offcotaot political
participotion? that the effect of this on power structure?

Sehaules «(C)
tiagme of the Paichaysr fionbore
Ao
Casta
Landosnod
thet is their atatus in tho Ponbhayat

Status of schodulsd caszte msnbars

Thoir rdlotizn with high officials.
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