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PREFACE

The focus of the disserxtation is on
the innovaticns in diplomatic strategies anad
style of the Third World countries in |
general and Libya in particular. The study
examines the Libyan diplomatic innovations
and style pursued by Col. Qathafi.

The Fiizst chapter aeals with the
energence and developmnent of the Third World
diplomacy after briefly examiuing the
determinants of the Third Wordd diplomacy.

In the Second chapter atiempt has
beon made to assess and analyse the main
diplomatic toole emyloyed by Col. Qathafi.
The main instruments of Lilyan diplomacy
namely Aradb matioralism, FPon~-Izlanicem is

and mealt.  As a conpliment

£

used both as eu
to Arab nationalism the Lilyan leader has

uced Islam cs o strategy. O0il is the only



credible capability of Libya. The.crcdit

for achieving just price for itz cil which
is followed ty the other OPEC members and
then nationalisation of the oil industry in
the name of participation and f£inally the
use of o0il as a political wespci:, solely coes
to Libyan diplomacy.

The Third chapter deals with the
irnovations in the Libyan style of diplomnacy.
The Libyan leader enunciated hic Third
Theory, which is shrewdly framed to have
an universal aposeal. To render all possible
help to the op.ressed and exploited people
in the world is a principle which is
enthusiastically and overtly followed by
the colonel. He is detemined to export his
revolution for which he adopts all conven-
tional and unconventional ways. He used
‘his image of the'supporter of interﬁational

terrorism to cgain internatbnal status.

II



111

- %
The =tudy concludes that for a Third

world country like Libya which is a rentier
state and does not have any inherent power,

£ is Jifficult to follow indevendent

| id

diplomacy. It shows how the colonel who
was determiued to follow an independent
activist diplomacy viewing America and the

Soviet Uniwn w ith egual contempt, was

}.-.l
i— J
L2
0]
ta
ct
jo3
o

forced to be a dependent a
Soviet Union. Keeping in view the

limitation of time and space, i t was not

N

0ssitle to incorporate z2ll the infomations

s
19}

availanvle on Lidyan diplomacy. 2ut no
information which was important for
understanding the Li yan diplomacy and
foreign policy has been left,
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DETBRAINANTS OF THIRD WVCRLD DIPLGAACY:
SITU SPLCTI AL REFERENCE TO LIBYA.

IMTRCDUCT ION

Tmam@m@meoftm:ﬁmmﬂbmﬁ}msmmnOmzw
the most significant phenomenon of the post World War IIX
veriod. The Third World is considered as a slippery
concept. because it is difficult to difine., It is
c:rtainly 1 less.homogenous body than the so-called
First and Second Worlds. Broadly sneaking, it encompasses

svarything outdide those two morz easily identifiable

\

agroups oi states. It was coined to describe those parts

1

oi the vorld whicn had once been colonies of the Yestem
DOVICES . Tractiecally all newly indepcndent countries of
Asic, Afric: and Latin dnerida camz to be lumped together
in ta2 late 1940's as the under-develop2d world, and
therzafter known successively as the Less Developed World

the Non-1ilicned Yorld, the Devzloning orld, the Third

“lorld and now the South.

1. Gorden Johnson, 'What is Third “orld History®
istory Today (London). Vol, 35, September 1985

P. 43
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'rhe"rhird World count¥tes include ext¥ewcradcal
countreg like Cuba, North Koreza Bad Vietnam and extreme
conservative countties like Saudi Arabia, Singapore, the
Philippines. 5Some of them are close allies of the United

States of America and some follow the Soviet Union.
They also differ in their political and ecanomic¢ systems,
ideology and culture,

The meaning of the term third world' has varied
among states which eonstitute it, Despite their
differences, they do share certain characteristics and,
more important, certaln ::n:titudes.2 They sheare a
common past of domination by the industrialised states,
a linked histery of struggle for indevendence angd a
common present struggle against poverty, Their histoery
as colonies has provided them with new allegiances that

3 They share the same intellectual

formerly &id not exist,
baggage: natiocnallism, anti-colonialism, non-&lignment,

socialism. They also share the problems of deprivation

and resentment against the developed conutries of West,

2., J.A. Ferugson, 'The Third world' in R.J.Vincent
Foreign Policy and Human Rights s Igsues and
Responses (London, 1986) P, 203

3. Peter Worsely, The Third World (London, 1967),
p=232




They regard the West as being directly or indirectly
responsible for their under develcpment. So they are cont-
inuous ly demanding reforms the present international

system bdsed towards the developed countries: They

are alsc unamimous in their opposition to domination of any
xind of racism. Such chiracteristics and attitude provide
enough common ground for tne to talk of a Third World, which

is a term merely of convenience.4

Llyod Reynolds, arques that all the underdeveloped
countries have some common characteristics. They are $ The
dominance of subsistance production and sglf-gyployment,
low per capitalincomes and unequal distribution of incomes,
imperfect markets, low productivity, dependence on export
earnipgs and foreign caital flows and small public secbors
and minimal modern industrizl sector.5 In additiom to
these features of their economics most of them are over-
populated With.high birth rate, low standards of social
welfare and education services. The political scientists

would, of course, provide a different list of characteristcs,

4 Gwyeth Williams, Third World Political Organisation:
A Review of Develcpments (London 1981), P XII.

5. Lloyd G. Reynolds, The Three Worlds of Economics
(New Haven, 1971) PP. 97-98




including a tendency towards single party states, a low level
of social mobilisation, the development of bureaycr®t/c or-
ganiation, and the persistence and transformation of impor-

tant traditional institutions.6

THIRD WORLD DIPLQMATIC POSTURES

Weak states never have had much to say ir world
politics. Accordingly, the developing states of Asia,
Africa and Latin America have been mere objects than subjets
in the international system. Until quite recently, to speak
of the Thrid World in intemational politics was to identify
it as an area of great power competition and not as an
actor. However, in the 1970s their collective efforts gave

them an active role In international affiars. The coalition

t1y

of over one hundred and twenty countries was unlikely as it
is unprecedented. It defies the enommous diversity of its
constitutent members. Many have been caught up in igtense
regional rivalries and even amed conflicts.’

The Third World coalition began to takeform in 1955
in the Indonesian resort city of Bandung. Although the twenty

six participants of Bandung were recognizable as the core

6. Such a list is given in S.N. Eisenstadt, Social
Chzange and Modernisation in Africa A societies South
of Sahera, and in Marion Doro and Newell M.Slalts,
ed., Goverding in Black Africa - Perspectives of
New States (Prentice Hall), 1970, PP- 236-50

7. India-Pakistan, Ethiopia-Somalia, Algeria-Morocco,Libya-
Egypt., Angola=-Azire, Vietrnam-Kampucha etc. suffice 1t to
illustrate that local ten<sionr aboundse.

8. Robert A. Martimer, The Third World Coalition in Inter-
natiocnal Politics (New York, 1980)P.6
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group of the future Thiid World coalition, they were
destined to a lengthy search for a more effective organizing
principle than the elementary solidarity of geograpvhy. Ban-
dung communique pointed to became the symbol of agoal.
Further more, the Bandung communigue vointed to two
principles that h:ve remained the foundation of Thrid World
solidarity viz. decolonization and economdéd¢ development.
The intensification of cold war hostilities in
1960-61 futher gav?an%zbvﬁétoi:he developing count¥ ies.
to act against the block system, leading uUltimately tothe
convending of the first Non-Alined submit at Belgrade with
yvear 1961. As interpr-zted at the inaugural Belgrade Conf-
erence Non-Alignment was considered a classlc application
of the organisational strategem of reducing ran#ls in order to

9 with

produce a more politically homogeneous grouping .
the backing of such figures at Tito, Nehru, Nasser, Sukarto
Castro, Ne.Xrumah, Bourguiba, Bandarnaike, the concent of non-
aligement was securély established as a rgllying point
for Third World diplomacye.

A part fromth Non-alignment forms ited Nationks
General Assembly has always been an important forum for the

deval oping countires tb interact and evolve broad consasus

on issues concerning the third world. “ithout the United

" arr——

9. Ibido Po 12



Nations. There wuld in fact be no Third World at
at least no Non-aligned Movement or Group of 77 (G—77)1O
Science early 1960%'s when the Western hold on the
Assenbly was broken by the admission of go many new members
it his become increasignly the preserve of the Third

World states. The_Tﬁird World presé@nce at the United

. e s ' [
Nations is in fact a phencomanel one. L

During the Gener:l Assembly session immediately
after the Belgrnde conference, the dﬁveloplnq states
fOllOWed up an idea that Tito had advanced at the
conference=-the convocation of a world trade confe?ence
and extablishment of a global econiaic organisation
devoted to development. The convening of the United
Nations conference on Trade and Development (UNCT.D)

Was a success er the enormons efforts of the third World
countrics and could be considered a vital break through

dirlcomatic strate gies,

The Geneva Conference, or UNCTAD I. wich met from
March through June 196 1, was the first raJor forum of

Nort@éouth poliﬁics. The bargain that was finally

$0. Kenneth L. Adelman and Marc F. Plattner, “Third
World Voting Patterns 3t the United Nations™, in
W. Scoot Thompson, edegThe Third World : Premises of
US Policy (San Francisce, 1983), P. 141.

11. JQD.B. Miller, "The Role of the Third World in
#ntem :tional Relations%, The Non-aAlicn.d World .
(New Delhi) Vol. 1, no.2.Ap7ﬂLJune, 1083, Pe212.
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struck at Geneva reflected the econimic power of the
North and the numerical weight of the new group of 77.12
The emergence of the G=77, like the founding of the Non-

aligned liovenrent three years earlier, implied a new

frameviork for collective actione

Strategies and stvle of Third World

Diplomacy
The diplomaﬁic strategies and style of the third
World differ in many respects: But on broader perspectiveé
and questions, they seem to possess unity.13 A display
of unity by Third World states enables them to improve
their position in bargaining with the induétrial WOrld;

Even before most of them became independent. Third World

leaders were quick to recognise the advantages which they

could gain from a united front in dealing with the

industrial world;

In'aeménding the liberation of territories still
under colonial rule, they would combine their own anti;
colonialisn with the Common interest they all had in
increasing the namber and weight of fellow Third World
states in the global political system.14'ﬁnity itself has
becomé S0 powerful a symbol within the Third World that

increasingly strenuous and difficult efforts are made to

$8. lMartimer, n.7, pe17.
13. Robert Rothestein, The Weak in the World of Strong

The Develouing Countries in the Intemational 3System

zNe"] YOI‘k, 1977—) V3 pe129 °
14. Christopher Clapham, Third World Bolitics : An
Introduction (London & Sydney, 1985),  p. 115.




overcome conflicting interest -= usually by simply adding
together everyone's demands or by complex measures digicned

to cthensate'potential potential losers;15

The ultimate objective of Third World diplomicy
is the redistr;bution of political and econgmic power in
the internaticnal system. The other important goal is to
work for glebal peace and security through support for
disarmament negotiations between the Soviet and American

16 In the early 1970s, the Non-alignment

governments.
Mo&ement and the Group of 77, began to provide a credihle
capacity for joint diplomatic action. The non-aligned
countries have not qnly consistently éupported the group of
77 in its negotiations with the developed countries, but
also have set the airection at key mements of the Group's
17

evolution.

!

Another strategy adopted by the Third World counte
ries against the first world is the strategy of cartel.
Petroieum is the life line of the industrialised west
‘which is in abundant quantity in Arab world and some other
.regions: The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Cou&t-
ries (OPEC) was established in 1960 for securing the just

rights of the producing countries. Sodring demand of

oil made the producing countries conscious of their power.
%5. Rothestein, n.16, p.50.

i i i ¢ Principl

16. Chisepo J.JeMphaisa, “Diplomacy by Conference L
Goals and Problems of NAM®", India quarterly {New Delhi)
vol.34,n0.%, Janudry-March 1983, pp. 23=40.

17. P.Karl Sauvant, “"Nonaligned Ttlovement and the Ggoup qf
~ 77: Towards Joint Cooperation",Nona%igned World,
vol.1, no.1, January-iMarch 1983, pedde




As a result of sustainzd negotiltions with the companies

they achieved control over production, marketing and price.
The power to withhold o0il, analow-gous to the power to
)

strike of trade unions was exercised by the Arab oil
producing states in October 1973 Arab-Israey.war. Thé.

v
embargo set the stage for the quadrupling qf 0il prices by
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries in |
Decenber 1973. By taking this action, OPEC ushered in
- the politics of Hew Internationél Econod.snic Order (NIEO)
This was the first time that & group of Third world states
significantly altered the course of international econgmic
relations. The exercise of oil power was at once a symbol
of Third World assertion and a model of collective

action. 18

Apart from collective bargaining and multilaterzl

diplomacy the Third World countris has followed the

South=3outh

H
(7]

principle of regionalism in the spirit o
cooperation and collective self-reliance for greater
economic cooperation. They have formed regional
organisations in different geographical regions of the
Third World for greater economic interaction and
cooperztion. Regionil cooperation usually invzlved

trade liber:lisation, the remov8l of discrimination

i

18. Martiner, n;7, p;130.
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between the member of the arrangements, removal of tax
duplication, installation of industries, exchange of
delegation, development of transportation and cowmunicae-

tion rnutes.19

The largest and Ehe most important rzgional
organisatioﬁ the organizafion of African ﬁnity (OAU):
The formation of OAU at least temporarily closed the
split of African states into competing blocs. 20 Although
the OAU Bas never been able fully to transcend Africa's
political division, the formation of a single countinental
organisation did improve Africa's éapncity to present &
coamon front on such broad issues as econdmic

develbpment;

Some of the Third World countrizs are considered
radical in their aprroach towards various problems;‘and
it in visible in their extreme posture in Third World |
organisations, regicnal groupings and even bilaterally
with;;he West, Most prohinent among sud states are Libya,.
Cuba and Iran; The unconventidnal diplomatic behavious:-
of these states hus created provocation in the western
world;.soﬁetimes conflict like situation might have

arisen;kéepinginmﬁﬁﬁgthe broad contours of the third

19, Rothestein, n.18, p. 97.

20‘. Martimer, n.7, p.16
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world diplomatic b&aaﬁiwr an attempt is made in the
dissertation to examine and assess the diplomatic behaviour
st»yle and innovatims in the Libiyan diplomacy. The: é’budy
also seeks to exawine the extreme non-confimmist approach
of Libya towards west, particularly the United States cof
America, the chief pmﬁec‘cox of the status quo in the
international system, the reform of which is the accefted

| goal of the Third World dplomacys |

t:ibya which 1s officially imown as® the CGreat Socialist
~ 21

People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya' from April 1986, is
bounded on the north by Mediterranean sea, on the sast by

Egypt and Sudan, on the south and soudls west by Chad and

Riger, on the west by Algeria, and en the north-west by
Tenisia, Libya is 1,760,000 sq.kms/ 680,000 sq.miles in
area, 22 Libya forms part of the North-african plateau

- extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea. The éhief

' geographical areas are Tripolitania,Cyrenaica, the Sirte
Desert,and Fezzén. The Greek geographer St®abo compared Libya

21, er Ancrican bombing the official word ‘great' was
- @dded to the earlier name 'The Socialist pPeople's Libyan

Arab Jamahiriya® because according to Coj. Qatha.fi she
deserves to be called the grest Jamahiriya since it repulse
the anerican attack Guardian weekly (Manchestesrl JApril 12,
1987,

22.George Thomas Kurian Encyckioedua if Wye ﬁxird world
(Lmdm) vol. 11, 1983 De 10870
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to a isopard skin whose spots representad the sei:tlanents
- scattered in the desert. If populstion alons were the
 criteria, Libya, «dth its mers two million people, micht
be only one more small state of minor political importance i
in a world dominated by what Henry Kissinger has maradberised
as the SupeEf powar condominitm? . 23 The population 1is
| homogengous with Arab Muslims of nmixed Arabﬂéaber ‘ancestry
constimting ninety percant Aof the nation,
l Eor thousa:ds of years the inhabitant of Libya were Babers.
Successive invasions and ocmpation of the coastal regim
by Phoem01ans, Carthaginiansg, Grazks, Romans, Vandals and
Byzantinas had littlé impact errbhologicaily‘.} Araps started
arriving in the seventh century. ASD: displacing or
assimilating thair éabar pradacasgsors. 24;@ mé otoman
Turks occupied the coastal reglas in 1551 rxuling the
| country until 1773,3_-.;@?&:@ ‘Zmad Qaramanlis of Turkish origin

wrested semi mtmmdus status from Istambul. jj;ﬂw

Qaramaniis mied dntil 1835, whea the Ottoman &gain assumed
‘|cont*o1. Libya remained part of the Ottoman empire upto
11911, when Italians succeded thame

zs.wrrey mdrew, ‘&ibyaszntemational Relations and
pojitical purposes®, Interpational (‘I‘oronto).
v&@%e ilaég 19733 po 07

24&&:&5 Max:k mcyclopedia of the Nationa® (New Tork)




In September 1983 the Italians invaded Libya, meeting-
fierce resistance from both Turks and indigenoas Libyan.
A peace treaty of 17 Octobe:r; 1912, between 'I‘u:keg and Italy.
* placed Libyan fommaslly _;mdet: Italian m_le,AMt the Libyans
continuaed their_resistancé led by a Muslinm re}.igiou's
brotherhood, the Samusiy25 By B 22 the new Fascist
govemment in Italy décidea to forego negotiation going von
after wrld ware I between italians and the Samsi leader
Tdris and it undertook the military conquest of the Libyan
territory. Mussolini adopted the poiiey of demographic
colonization with an ambltiom to tum Li‘hya into fourth
shors of Italy. The settlement of Itaiisns was initiated
and enocouraged. L:lbyan's ware second ratce citisen in their
omn country. In course of fighting, large portion of the
Libyan population were intemed in concentration camps to
prevent civilian cooperation with the resistance, Wells were
éoismed, civil settlemente bombed aid capmréd resistance
fighters hangad on the Spbﬁi.’za

4.

25,Ib18., po166s | L
26, Lisa mderson,".ibya and zmerican Foreign policy®, g
Kiddle East Journsh (wWashington, 1982), vol 36., R0,

Mtmm, Pe510.
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in f;'bm.d ware 11, Libya becmé a main mtiegmund
forgiiied and axis forces, until it was occupied by victorious
Britich and French troops, The traaty of 1947 between Italy
and the Allied powers ended the Italian ule in Libya.2?
Cyreasice and Tripolitania put under British miiitary
occzxpgticm and B‘i_zzan was wmder ?rena: forces, Thersafter,
until 1950, the country was administered by France and
Britain with the grestest econany @ a care and maintenance
basis, 8. ﬁmal the allied powers couid not deciée the
/country‘s ﬁxture, Libya‘s fste was left to the United
Natienss On 21 November, 1949 the United Nations General
Assenbly voted that Libya should became en independent
| gtate, On 24 Decamber, 1951 i,ibya was deciared &n indepen-
-'émt‘. United Kingdom with a federal costitutica under King

1Z8ris the former miyx Mohamned Idris-ai-¥ehdi al-Sanusi, 29

B4:53 4] mm@z POLICY: IN DEPENDENGE ERAg
A membey of the UN missim of 'I'ed'mica:l Assistance in

1952, wrote that the balance of trade was deficient in &all

27.World Ba'nk, B 27 9?166.

28.The Middle East and ﬂorbh Afd.ca 1987 (ECW yo*‘k);o 78
v0l.2,, Pe598&

29.%%1.‘15 Mark, Re 27, pelbbs
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three pmvinces, vhether in ocommodities alone or in
gommodities and sewices.mbined._, ihe only remedy, it was
| snggested would be significent and continued £oreign aid.
This indeed was what happened,30 Until the 19588s faibya
wag one of ﬁxev poorest countries in the world. At thié
Time, its stratégic position was all Libya had to sells
x@b n&ajor pqweré could iguoré that its 4200 miles of cbas:l_ine
and the vast enpt:lnéss of its interior made the country
a natural base for the command of the entire mediterranean. 31
J’me first .ﬁnportant dévelopnmt 1n. the sphere of foreign
olicﬁ.'es' was the admission of Libya to tha Arab Leacgae in
}Marcb, 1953 and cmclusim of a twenty year treaty with
‘Britain in July.1953, The treaty cmsisted of t wo gseparates
agreements, dyoyad on the same day, which granted Britain

| facilities within the territory of ribya for military

purXposes aénd in QMmge undertook to pay annual subsidies
to—.the Libyan budget, 32_ On September 1954 a similar agreament
was sioned with the United States. By the agreenmt the
Unitea Staeas got Veelus bass,

30.7.G.Farley, Tibya", Wrld Survey (London) no 79.July
1975 p.2.. | | N

31.%4;:1«:1: Saale and Manreen Mcconviile,ﬁiltm Assignment:;
(Laﬁém 1973) p 34,

32@,&1*;23 First L‘_&a‘ The_ mua:lvg ggg_lution (I.aﬂdm.w'm)
$aLs.
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Libya also consolidated relatioms with France and
Italy, signing a 'ffiékdship and good neighbourliness®
pact with Fraace in- 1¢55 ang a ‘tzéade and financlal egree-
ment with Ita:ly m 195%. Diplmatic relationg with the .
&ovie& Unim Westamiamd in 1955 ut econamic aid wm.
rejected due to the fear of cammunist influence,33 In
March 1057 the govemment accepted the &s@hower Doctrineg
In January 1959 Libya signed @ treaty of friendship with
Tunlsia for 20 years as a political counter weight to
Egyptlan infiluence in North Afrlcag

;m..bya fully sapported Bgypt®s natimalisatiom of the
, Suez, Canal in July, 1956, and at the end of Octcber, 1956
sought and obtalned & British guarantee that bases and
troops would ot be used against Eyypty During)/six Day A
war in 1‘167 Libya together with the cther Argb States

shut off oil production, althcugh briefly and threatenéd
to expel the Anericans from iheelus mnifary bass. 2 tbe

found an Arab role as an aid-dmor to Egypt and Jordan.34

33@3’@m mgre. ﬁibj’a: A Modem Histaﬁ (nmdml@Z)p.es
34'.;mym: n.22. pedD3Y
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The_September Revo;.;ution 31969

A small group of junior ammy officers undegx the
leadership of Muammar-al-Qathafi/of the libyan amed /35
forces staged a bloodléss,coup and deposed the seventy
nine year old King ldyis, who was in Turkey for medical
treatment and declared Libya a republic, The actual
seizuré of power on the night of 31 Mgust/1 September
‘of 1969 was accamplished within faar hours, The coup
was x’markablé for the absence of any oppositim
and virtually no fighting tock places 36 By September
7 the republic was fimmly entrenched and was formaily
recbgnised by all the major countries of the world,

A revolutionary Command Council (RCC) comsis@ing of

twelve members of the free offlcers group was fonmmed

35 Guardian, 22 May 1973, carried a leading article

that discussed the many ways of transliterating
‘gathafi* from Arabic into Roman script, and came

to tHe conclusion that there were 442 possibie
permutations, Aactuglly there are mofe, at ieast 648j
and that does not include the exotic *Kazafuy®

(New Middle Eagt, July © 70, pe29). Qathafi is used
here and throughout since it 1s used in all official
Libym publicationSo 3'0373 p¢1240 ) .

36 Middle East and Noxth Africa, n,30s Pe60Q .




for the admimistration of the country. A new constitution
was annocunced by the RCC on 11 December 1969, The
congtitation pnociaimeé Libya to be an Aré.b. democratic
and free Republic which constitutes part of the

Arab nation.

Foreign Policys

. 0il and the unique political vision of Muammer
Qathafi were the forces driving Libya‘s neéw revolutionary
policys 37 Libya is one of the few countries in
the world that can have any foreign policy it likes.
ﬁost governments have to take innumerable intractable
factors into account, but Libya is free of almost 2l1
restraints.38 Col. Qathafi has no worr on home fraat,
having provided every facilities to the péople, which
in its return provide him legitimacy to do whatever
he likes. A member of the RCC was quoted on the new
regim@’s foreign policyg

"w.lth regards to foreign policy we will follow
a policy of absolute neutrality without parti-

al ity towards East or wWest... We ars on the
side of neither the Americans nor the Russianss

P

374 wx’ight, n.37, pe154

38, marles Holley, "Libyan Forelgn policy: Consistent
objecktives and priorities buts..", The Middle East
(Lmdon). 30.23. 19750 p.25.
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He who supports the palestine cause is a friend
to the Arabs and he who supports Israel is an
enanay to thems The Arabs who are sincera in
working for the palestine cause must build
their relations with other states on the basis
of their position on this ve:ry causes 39
The new tegime banned alcohol, night cAubs and other
sign of westem style of life. In his zeal to restors
‘independance Qadd/Zl canpietely evacuated British and
_Anerican bases, dispossessed::and repatriated the whole

Italian community including the bones of its dead.

8ign boards in Roman script were revwoved and replaced
by arabic sign boards all over the country.

The isolationism of the previous regime was raplaced
by a more vibrant foreign policy by Col.Q\athafi. Closer
jdentification and solidarity with Africé, asia,and
Latin merica became part of an ovefall policy.40q
’ The Liﬁzyan govarnmant adopted the policy to fight
colonialisn and neo-colonialism overtly and vocally in
the name of £recdom. Col.Qathafi believes that the
Arad nation 4s not only capable of taking the leadership
' »_o'f t'he,v"lbﬁird,_v&:rld?; nm—aligmné'xt and of socialism, but
that it is its duty to do so.41g

39sLisa anderson, "The Libyan Rewolution in the words
‘of its veaders', The Middle East Joumal, vol.20,
no.2 Spring 1970, p.212¢ '
40,lienrl Habib,Libya:past and present (Tripolli,1979)
.’.220, j
4 1¢§ifre1 la Bianco, “gathafi: Voice
'(Lﬁrﬂmp 1975)0 éo de
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Libya participated in each of the non-aligned summit
£rom Belgrade, At_, M,gieré r;m;ﬁ;lignéd summit, fie openly
challangea the cmference on the. ﬁme meaning of non-
alignment. &f'ber the Auaricm a‘btack on Libya (1986)
and the movep@tsw failure to provide any posd._tive_ help
to ‘Libya ghat tered his confid@ce 4n nm—augnmafe. . 7
Harare sumnit of the ncn-al:lgnaéxk Movement he statad,

- I will. say goodbye with slogan that the world
has two camps, liberatien camp and imperialist
canp and there is no place for neturals and non-
ali@eﬁg42v

LIBYA - USA RELATTONS:

‘In the initial years Libya's relatims with the
Ungted étatés wére ambci@awé. Enbassadox: J@sph 1>a1nner:°‘dj
despatches to Washington prophesied that Colonel Qathafi
, would be a heaven sent champion of United States ;l__nt@rests
and the scourage of communisms43. In the early thme years
after the revolutim the Unitea States kad r@arded,
CQI.Qathafi, cgrtiﬁed Libym_patriot and éef:lnitely an
mti-gmmuniéb. He enjoyéd the protechim of an American
shield,44, patrick Seale and Moureen Me Lenville in
theis bock "‘me Hilton Assignmamt 845 relate one story
in full@ howL&ntral mtelligence Agancy (cxm with [ﬂtc

i bjab oo F

.........

43 Hrs’t‘ n 35 p3243c R
44.J&xn K.Colley, mibva Sandstonn. Tha com lcta accmmt

of %athafi's Revolution® (New York, 1982), p.BCd
45.8eale and Me ville, n, 31’5 PP.9e 219. :
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' Italian and British intelligence thwarted an elaborate
well planned plot to over throw Colonel %thafio

His disiike of conmunism and the Soviet Unicn is
'visible in his early meeches. He denozmced the
'SOViefl:s rdle in the 1971 Indo—Pak war, criticised the

‘1972 Sovieta-zraq Treaty, approved the Egyptian expuisj,cn
of the Soviet experts fram Egypf: in July, 1972, He also
helped Presiderxt Numeri of Sudan in cmshing the communi st
~ caup and assisted szltan Qabus of Oman in efforts to wipe
out ecmmun1$ led inmrga:cy.
The marriage of expedimcy was short 15.ved“* Because -
thelr national irterests were cmt_radictory to each other,
\/A seﬁ.o&s" stumbling in their relatioms was lénerica‘s total
and unconditional support to Israsel and Libya‘®s categorical
l}remsd to ac}mowledge its e}d.stmcc as a s&:ate.%. mother
Iconﬂicting isgsue between Libya and knerica is their
percepticns of anti-establishment and secessimist movements
|all over the worid. vhat is perceived by Libya as
assistance for a just cause of liberaticn apreared in

washingtan as blatant support to intemational terroxiamy

’Miha:llo V.&erwtc," "merican Aggres&é.cn against
Libya Causes and Effect ", -
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During carter and Reagan administrations,

-~
T

!

relations grew stgained and antagonist:ic.47 Upto
' Carter administrationl the economic interests of
? USaA deterred any military provocation to Colonel
Qathafi and avbid stimulating them to move clcser
{~towards Mosc0w; The high ppints in the existing cold
I war heiw%f?%the two countries came when ag)lembargo
on American arms shipment to Libya was put and later

1880 when american smbassy in Tripoli was closed.

President Reagan launched a campaign to
isclate Libya intermnationally and prowmote the
downfall ©f the regimee' Because the Administration
felt that, “Libya's diplomacy of subversion in
Af rica and in the Arab World constituted an uns

Precedented obstruction to their own interests

. . . 49 . -
and objectives.*?” The american effort has been
47, Colley, n.52, p.63
48, Cye Ogunberdejo, "Qathafi's North Africa

Design", fnternational Security (NEWYORR)
vol. 5, Sumner 1983, p.165.

49. Chester crocker, the US Assistant Secretary of
State for african Affalrs, informed the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, cited in Du Bois,
"The CAU : Dollar Black Mail" The African
communist {London), no.92, First Quarter, 1983,
E.06%. '
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has been formidable.so .The diplomatic, economic:
éilitary and medie measures taken by the Reagan
adminiétration to isolate, overthrow, assassinate
Col. Qathafi upto 1983 are elaborated by Aftab

. Kamal Pasha.5l

[

ifhe campaign culminated in 15 April 1986
bombing of Tripoli by american planes. The national
security adviser John Poindexter once again

‘Cealt' with Libya by organising disinformation

campaign, outlined in August 1986.

Libvya's Relations with the Soviet Union

During the early years of Col. Qathafi's
rule, prercquisites of any future Soviet-Libyan
relations hardly looked propitious. His distrust
of both super powers, his Islamic Zealotry and his

visceral dicslike of communism all militated against - .

5L Leoning

50. Claudia Wright, “Libya and the West: Head
long into confrontation?® Ifternational Affairs
(Longon) , vol.56, no.l, Winter 1981-82, p.l3.

5k, Af tab Kamal Pasha, Libya and the United States,
oathafi's Response to Reagan's Challenge
(New Delhi, 1984), pp.z2-il.




any leanings toward the soviet Union.s2 During
this period, Soviet diplomats worked patiently
for an improvement of Ehe situation and for a
rapproachment with Qathafi, their efforts seemed
to be getting results when Prime Minister Majorv
Jalloud, wvisitedMoscow in 1972, and slgned

a technicai and economic agreemént. But Soviet

proposals for industrial isation was not accepted.

President Sadat's rapproachment with the
United States and the beginning of his journcy
Yoward peéce with Israel was the cruscial turning
point in qu: Qathafi slow'but seemingly inexo—-
rable course toward a future strategies links
with Moscow Libya and the Soviet Union discovered
a mutugl interest in undermining western positions
and influence in the Middle East, Africa, the
Meditarrenean and elsewhere. Although the

ultimate geo-political objectives of Tripoli. and

. 5
Moscow werc not necessarily at all the same.

520 Collleyl n. 52' p.245.
53. First, n.35, pe.241.

549  Wright; e 36' p0216.
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Major Jalloud &isited Moscow again in 1974,

that trip saw the first of qzéeries majq: of Zlo”?Vb7'
arms deals thaﬁ ha&e amounted to about 512 billion/
the largest purchases eve made by Libya from

the Soviet Union. ©On 1976 Soviet~-Libyan Friend-

ship Soéiety was formed in Moscow and Libya-

Soviet Friendship society in Tripoli.55

Ccol. Qathafi visite@ the sovieﬁ Union

- in 1976 and again 1881, and soviet leaders have
made repeated offers of military and teclhnical
assistance. By the end of 1980, Sovieé arms
deliveries to Libya, gave Libya's 55,000 men

armed forces the highest ratig/ of military equip-
ment to manpower in the develbping world.56 With
the exception of military supplies, the level of
Soviet trade with Libya has been relatively lbw,

compared to Libyan trade with the west of

55.  Y.Glukhov, "Libya : Time of €hange and
Renewal", International Affairs (Moscow)
Fehe 2} 197, p.ll9, '

56. Ronald Bruce 3.T. John, "Libya's Foreign
' and,Domestic Rolicies", Current History
.(Philadelphia) ., vol.80, no.470, December 1981,

) po4‘2ao
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several other east European countries. Libys's
relationsbip'With the Soviet Union has always been
characterised more by cautious co-opemation than
by friendship. An estimated 2,000 to 3,000 Soviet
military advisers_and an equal numbers of EaSt
Buropeans are $trategically spread through the

Libyan armed forces.

The battle with Egypt in 1977 provided
‘thé Libyans with a rationale for further military
build up, and anew military agrecment with the
Soviets. During this period, and particularly
after thexsigning of the September 1978 Camp
David accords between Egypt and Israel, Qathafi
began to move away publicly from his earlier oo

strict adherence to non-alignment.

Beth the soviet Union and Libya believed
that the relationship is not much more than a

marriage of convenience based on expediency and

57 Edward schumachexr, "The United states and

v

Likya*, Foreign Affairs (New York), vol.
no. Winter 1286~87, pPo.345. '
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opportunisme Soviet leadership told Major
Jalloud during his 1982 visit that, "We sce

the unity of our two countries goalé in the
anti-imperialist struggle and in the noble
cause of defending the freedom and Independence
of people as the firm basis of our relationSess.
we salute Libyan people's courageéus strugole
against American imperialismesees B oi.
Qathafi had expressed desire and endeavoured
to get Warsaw Pact membership. But the Soviet
Union is cool on its part, bescause they know
that the relations are based on mutual inter-
ests not on ideological identity, prime condi-

tion for the membership.

Libva's Africa Policy .
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OGne of the major in

Libyan foreign policy is Africa. Libya is con-

58. The Story was firstly published in
Pravada, tms. in Current Digest of
Soviet Press(CDSP), Junes 23, 1982.



sidered a gateway to Africa and is an impor-
tantg pa:t of the African contincnt. ,It is
linked between Europe and Africa, the Maghreb
and the Mashrek;sg The importance of Libya‘'s
geographiz posttion goes back into history.
Under the two Turkish regimes, as well as

the Karamalégs administration trade with Africa
from the Arab East and from Europé passed through
Libya. It was only after 1884 when the imperial
, forces divided Africa into Buropean spheres of
influence that Libya‘s role of the gate way

to Africa has ended.

There was deep concem in Tripoli over
Israeli influence in at least thirty four African
states that have established diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel; The later had.more diplo-
matic misgions in Africa than all the Arab states
combined.®® Israel has sent to Africa some

3,800 experts, that is more than sixty percent

59. Habib, n. 43, p.298.
60. Tbid., pe299.
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of the experts which Israel assigned to

the Thid World countrieé: With the deter-
mined efforts of Col. Qathafi Libya was able to
bluﬁt Israel's carefully cultivated African
P‘olicy.61 A forward campaign mognted and
sustained f rom Tripoli in support of a comnon
Arab objective had, by the end of 1973 included
nearly thirty black African states to break
off relations ﬁith Israel:62 In May, 1973

the QAU adopted the United Wations resolution
urging Israel to withdraw from occupied terri-
tories which was till then neutral on the

Arab-Israel conflict.

To the South, in the neighbouring
Central African Republic/French interests were
challenged by Col; bathafi; In September
1979 when 'Emperor' Bokassa was in Tripoli

negotciating Libyan co-operation, his regime

61. andrew, n.27, p.718.

62. Tbid. p.212.
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was overthrown in a coup organised w ith
french military help.63.

But Libyan troops supply could not
save General Amin, and eventually he fled
and got asylum in Libya, but was later
asked to leave. Thus, the uncritical
Libyan support for Bokassa and Idi amin

could not sustzin koth the personalities

4]

nd»its ?olicy came undexr severe .:attack
from many corners of the Third World.

Col. gathafi was gradually getting‘
isolated inéhfrica after his tremendous
success in early seventies, on account of
(1) bis decision to intervene in Uganda_.
on kehalf of General Amiu, (2) his sGupport
to the Polisario movement (3) his decision
tc send Libyan troops into Chad {(4) his

support for the oppd@sition movements in

©3. Ibid., Bs.212.



different African states. B8Be could no t
become OAU Chairmzn in 1982 and 1983 due
to lack of quorum engineered by the
Reagan Aadministration through itsvalliés
in Africa.64 Col. Qathafi realised the
need for rapproachment with the African
-countries and started working towzards
that direction, by'giving financial aid

and free oil supoly.

Libya-Malta Relations,.

Everything concerning the security of
the Meditarranean region is firmly linked
with the security of Libya and other Arab
countries as at with the Europe. Libya
has taken keen interesf to'influence_the
small islands like Malta, Sicily, Crete
Libya succeeded in evacuating British forces
from Malta in March 1979, It maintains a

uséful working relationship with Yugoklavia,

64, Pasha n.5%, p.58.
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Greece and Turkey. It had specially good
relations!.’ ' with Malta during the Socialist
Party regimé from 1971 to May 1987. The
socialist government in Malta had made common
cause with Colonel Qathafi on key issues
including the Middle East a-nd Eufopean ang
Mediterranean security. In Decemnber 1984
Libya and Malta signed a five year security

65 In the

and economic cooperation treaty.
recent election held in May 1987 the Socialist
Party lost power to pro-western Nationalist Party.6
It is a great loss for Col. Qathafi. He is

endeavouring to maintain good relations with

the new regimeo67

65. "Malta's testing time" The world Today :
{London), vol, 43, n.l, Januzry 1987, p.15.

66, Indian Express {New. Delhi) 14 May 1987.
references to the Indian Express in this
dissertation are to the New Delhi edition
of that newspaper.

67. He sent a Libyan delegation to congratulate
the victory of the Nationalist Party. The
Maltest leader reiterated hi s country's
commitment to the contitived relations of
friendship and cooperation betw een the
Great Jamahiriya and Malta SWB/ME/85/3/A
18, 21 May 1987.




Libya’s Involvement in Chad.

Libya has old historical ethnic, tribal,
commercial, religious and political ties with

68 The Saharan

éhe people of northern Chad.
territory of the north (Barkou, Ennedi and
Tibeti - BET) is by tradition difficult to
govern. The area remained under French
military administration upto 1964 due to the
incapability of the chadian government to
govern it. After thé french withdrawal the
Chadian army committed mistakes and atrocities
which deeply wounded the self esteem of the
proud and independent populace of BET, ©°

The Chad National Liberation Front (FROLIANAT)

was formed in Sudan which spearheaded civil

war against Fort Lamg, (later N'djamena)

Libya supported FROLILAT both under monarchy
~and after the republic, but the first official

claim of Libyan involvement was made in August 1971.

68, Wright, n.36, p.167.

o -

69, Bainaxd Laune: africa South of Sahara, 1987

{London, 1986), p.352.




&I
o2

Diplomatic relsztions were broken with Chad

and Libya formally recognised FROLINAT, as

a result of the mediation of Niger's President,
Hemani Diory app;oved by France, Libya and

Chad renewed relations in April 1972. President
Tombalkaye broke relations with Israel and

in retumn Libya withdrew official support for
FROLINAT,

Libyan forces movea into the Aozou strip
an area of some 69,960 sqg.km. {27,000 sq.mile)
believed to contain substantial iron «dre and
Uranium deposits at about the end of 1972, 1°
Libya based its claim over the strip through
a treaty signed between French Chad and Italian
Libyé in 1935 that assigned the Auzou. strip
to Libya. But the agreement was never ratified
and was later denounced by the Italian government
following the deterioration of French-Itélian

relations. After Libyan independence, unfixed

70. P. Biarnes, "“Ichad: Entre Paris et
Tripoli®* Revue Iran Calse d'Etudes Mai
Politiques Africaners, n.13, 1975,
cited in Wright, n.36, p.168.




frontiers with'French_territories were defined,
but the southern frontier with French Chad
seems to have heen left as it was.71’

President Tombalbaye had been ‘persuaded!
to accept the occupation in exchange of Tripoli's
removal of FROLINAT headquarter from its territory.
But General Felix Malloum, who overthrew
him in a military coup in April .1975 had not
accepted the Libyan position. By 1972, Tripoli
Protege Goukouni Ouddi had gained control
over most factions within the FROLINAT,

In 1976, however, a faction led by
Hissene Habre' splié with FROLINAT and fommed the
Armed forces of the North (FAN).72' In a '
government reshuffle, President Malloum named
Hébre‘ Prime Miniéter in 1978. But he broke in
'early 1979 as antagonism between north and
south intensified. President Malloum resigned

and fled the country, after Habre's FAN

seized control of the capital.

71. I.Brownlie, Africa Boundaries (London,
1979) . Ibido ? p- 1740

72. OguherldeYOI no 56’ po 16 20




In a coalition govermment formed in
April 1979 Habre! became defence minister and
Ouddi interior minister. On November 1979 a
trangitional governmen; was set up by the eleven
warring factions under Ouddi presidency.73’
Habre' was dismissed from the cabinet in April 1980,
when fighting broke out between Fgﬁ and government
forces. In June 1980 President Ouddi'signed'
a mutual defence pact with Col. Qathafi.74
Libyan forces entered Chad and reached N®djamena
in December. H abre' fled with his followers
to Sudazn where he built up his forces by
foreign aid particularly USA. In January 1981,
Radio Tripoli anndunced the intended wmerger of

75The announcement caused

the two countries.
widespread alarm in Africa.
Under OAU, aAmerican and French Pressure

and threatened by Col. Qathafi ambitions OQuddl

73. Wright, n.36, p.2i1

T4, Davis 8. Yost, "French Policy in Chad and
the Libyan Challenge®, Orbisg, vol.24, n.4,
Winter 1983, p.959.

75, Wright, n.36, p.212.
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requested the departure of the Libyad troops
on 30 October 1981 and COl. Qathafi withdrew
his troops. ©OAU peace keeping force replaced
Libyan troop-s. These troop-s did nothing,
howeve?, to halt the PAN's subsequent advance
from the eastermn Sudan. On 7.June 1982, Habre's
forces occupied Ehe capital, a-nd Ouddi‘fled
to Algeria.76° Habre' Geclared himselfvPresident
of Chad on 19 OQOctober.

Col. Qathafi helped Ouddi to re-group
in Libya and establish a rival goyernmént at
Barédip'SOUth of the Libyan occupied Aozou étrip,77
By December 1982, forces under Ouddi'and FRULINAT
had begun a guérriila war in the massive desert
region of BET, 1Instead of direct intervention,
as in the,yﬁast, Libya offered both the Ouddi
goverrment énd.FROLIhAT Sanctuary mainly in

the south western oasis of Sebha, and logistic support.

76. World I‘ﬁark; Nae 28' pc 560

T7a George Henderson, %Behind the Libya Scare®
Middle East International {(London), n.195,
4 March 1982, p.l4.
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Fraqcevand the US rushed with supplies

'to PreéidentAHabfe’. In Jan&ary 1984, President
" Habre's forces drove the‘rebels from several
keyvpoints in Central Chad. In an interview
with Newsweek Col. Qathafi said, “Tt is not
true that we are preparing a new intervention
in Chad. We are not disposed to pla-ying
the role of the eternal policemeﬁ in Chad.
But we also refuse to see another foreion nodwer
intervené in Chad. The situatién in Chad
affects Libya's security and its frontiers
more than any other country in the world-78

The French troop! ¢ have been stationed',

south of the 16th parallel, the dividing line
between Libyan a nd repel held sanctuary and
government arezss. Theilr tasks are limited
to providing logistic supwvort for the Chadians

and detering Libya from lunging at targets in

78. Newsw eek, vol, CI, N.5, 31 January,
1983, p.37.
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the south of the country. Congo®!s President
Davis Sassou Nguesso and ©AU Chairman Ab dou
Diduf of Senegal played mediatory roles between
Habre® and Ouddi in 1986. when Ouddi made
Overtures for talks with Habre', he was
ousted from leadership by Libya.79 Acheikh
Ibn Oumar, leader of the Revolutionary
Democratic CounciL(CDR) was installed as
the new/Leader of the.ekiled goveﬁnment,
But he could muster only a few hundred trikal
followers to support him.SO

Ouddits troop s switched side in
October 1986 towards President Habre'. In
early January 1987 Ehe armles were officially
merged intoéone force. France and the US
have accelerated and increased their miliéééry
aid to tﬁe Chadian government over the past
several months. In December the Reagan

administration awzrded $15 million worth of

79« Frangiska James, "Habrel!s Push North", Africa
Revort (New York, vol.32, n.2, Marxch aApril
19871 po 43. 7

30, The Bconomist (London), vol.302, n.7485,
14 rebruary 2987,p.25.
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military assistance to Chagd in addition to tﬁe
$5 million already azllotted for the current
fiscal year. France remains Chad's main supporter,
providing substantial military and economic
.assistance. They have given Jaguar and Mirage
Fighter planes and a variety of sophisticated radar
and other military equipmentoal Apart from these
two Western powers, 2Zalre President Mobutu Sese Seko,
openly supports President H-abre's Government.
Chadian soldiers receive military training in
Zaire.

As a result of Cuddi's withdrawal from
‘the exiled government and changing‘over of ﬁis
troop s from anti-government rebéls to pro=-
government patfiotic forces and enhanced |
foreign assistance, President Habre's position
has strengthened vis-a-vis the reixel forces.
Libyan troop-s launched an all out onslaught
on the towns of Bardail, Zour and Wour held by

ame Ll 82 .
Oudidli troops. €hadian government forces

81l. ~James, N85, 1.426
. { - . ¢
82. The Hindu, \Gurgaon), 21 December 1985.

All references to the Hindu in this.
dissertation are to the Gurgaon edition
of that newspaper.



launched a counter offensive, killing four
hundred Libyan troops in December 1986. 83
In January 1987 Chadian troops. attacked
the strategic northeastern oasis of Fada and
‘took it from Lib?éns and rebel control within-
a daye The battle at Fada, in fact, set a
pattermn which was to demorszlise the Libyans
increasingly. At wadi Doum, some 1,200 of
the Colonel men, almost half of the garrison
died in a furicus battle that lasted barely
for ninety minutes.84 Faya Largeau, the homé
town ofPresicdient Habre! was‘captured by Chadian
forces without any resistanceess Wwith the
.capture of these régions, the entire Borkou
and Ennedi tract- that is Chad's central and’

eastern part north of 16th parallel is

83. The Statesman, {New Delhbi), 22 December 1986.
) A1l references to the Statesmarr in this
dissertation are to the New Delhi edition

¢of that newspaper.

84. wadi Doum was the Libyan®’s main forward base
in northern Chad boasted with': landmines,
radar, Soviet built tanks, Sal missles and
4,000 troops. The most important gain
to the Chadians 1is the arms and eguipment
which they got as booty,

85. The Statesman, 27 May, 1987. The fall of

' Faya Largeau meant the virtual end to Col.
Qathafi's three years occupation of the
norther Chad. _
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now under ﬁ'djamena's control.86 Libya and
allied rebel forces still have control over the -
rugoged mountanecus region of Iibestiand‘
Aozou strip.

.Libyan forceé in the Tibesti region
are directly supported from bases in soutﬁern
Libyae. Ccol.: Qathafi's stakes in Chad are-
very high, He cannot afford a defeat in
Chad;'not without losin§ face at home and
influence in Africa and the entire Third.
Wworld. He is unlikely to simély withdraw
from Chad, esPecially from the north-

eastern zres, the Aozou stripe.

86,  Guardisn:Weekly, April 5, 1987, p.ll.
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: stratequies of ‘LIbya ‘Colonel (@ -athafi g

Diplematic str@tegiea of any state for achieving
foreign policy goals and cbjectives depends wpon the
capabilities and constraints of the ‘state? nature of
goals and objectives, Since they are adopted by the
leadér or leaders of the statej the peréonalityﬁ ideology
and ambition of the leader(s) detemine they diplomatic
stratéglesy In the libyan casej the highly ambitious
revolugtionary leadership and parsénality of Colonel |
Huanar alwgathafi plays a key role in pursuin§ Libyan
diplomatic pbsﬁu:eégr
Colonel Qathafies foreign policy dbjective matnly
focus on the concepts of Arab unity; restoration of ~
Palestuniam homeland and destruction of Isreael as state
and aims at hesgalding radical cultural and social
revolution all over the world based on his *Third
Universal Theory® for the emanicipation of huﬁanitygl
‘The chief strategies mmA are Arab Nationalismy)

Ran-Islamism and oil§

Mohamed AslleKhawas, Qathafi Ideologyeci

The Theory and Practicel(Bripoli) March 1984, pe5
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- is comsidered®isiritual son® of President Nasser, He is

44

Emerging on the international stage in 19707
Cdlonel Qathafi has a'unique credential as representative
of two hii:heft;o‘mutually an: Eagonistic interests in Arab
wordds one' led by the moneyed oil power states and the other
by dedicated Arab nationalists, iscs Pan-Arabistsge While Aral
oil wealth has largely been privilege of the“mactionaxy:’
Kingdoms and sheikhdms of the Arabian peninsula;, Pan-Arabism
had been monopolised by the politically and.socialljzr advanced‘

but almost oil=less states such as Egypt and Syrisg

It is suggested that "Arab nationalism is the centzdl
element of Colonel Qathafifs ideology and indeed is Colonel
Qathafi probably his primordial value®;3 cColonmel Qathafi

deeply influenced by the speeches and writing of President
Nasser and considered the Egyptian resolution as mother

resolution®y President Naser®s speeched and the Caire Radio,

played/important role im inculcating, nursing and dactriwiso

himy in/boundless dignity of Arabs and their pastl —the

2% John Wrighty Libya § A}
(London; 1982); Pe 152 i

3% Ronald Brucey Sty Johnj “The Ideclogy of Mmmar
al Qathafig Theory and Practice®Irternationg;
Joumalof Middle Eastemstudieszﬁmw York Vol"’"ls




His concept of Arab nationalism is based on &
glorification of Aiab History and culture which conceives
ot the Arabic speaking world as‘the Arab natiome The
backwardness of the Arab nation is tbe\result-af four centuxr:
of stégnation'under Ottoman rule; the submfﬁgation and
exploitétion of first colondalism and then imperiaiism and
the repression and corruption of monarchical rules He opine:
thgt the Arab nationé and the Arab land is oney and &ust be
unified under a single flage The physical boundaries are
~created arbitearily by imperial powers, and they are artific:
Cols Qathafi is also of the opinion that the vested

interests of the ruling regimés are to subseﬁve the interest:
@ﬁ foreign powers, and put down the nationalist cuﬁbursts
with a heavy hands The physical divisions in the Arab world
’;ﬁﬁg created by the elites of the Arab States is on the basis
of local patriotisme Cole Qathafi f£irmly belieges that the
Arab masses have to be enlightenéd to breck these imposed
barzieré% The only way to wipejout 7. is the cultural £/f
revolutioneS

| The zfonists have been the main beneficiaries of

Arab disunity and Palestinians are the greates loosersj

4&‘ Jagmohan Singh, “mummarnai;!athafii The Bulwark of

S, Ibide, pe24
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¥or getting back Palestine and attaining the past
gléry and a definite role in international worldy Arab unity
“!musﬁ be atsained, Cole Qathafi regards Libya as the *Prussa!
of the Afab worldgﬁ He believes that the best way to regain
Palestine was first to free the Arabs fron foreign alliances
and domination and to remove povertys He strongly bglieveS'
thaﬁlif the Arabs cembined together‘ané_form one nationy
Israel would not be in existence for a.month@?

His commitment to Arab Unity appears in this
statementl "Yle are unshaken in our belief in unityl We
belieye in unity long before we held power; long before we '
entered the aQNY§p@QHad.it not been for unity we would not
have created our own organisation% nor would we have undel-
taken our revolutionj The RCC is determined to realise urity
ééen»if it involves bloodsheds Our whole existence is
limited to unity,?®

" In his temporary coﬁstitutional proclamation issued
by the RCC on 11 December 19693 the preamble stated that
the regimes intentioﬁ is to fight reactionary forces and .

colonialism and to eliminate the cbstacles to Arsb unityi?

6is Henri Habibj fiibya s Past and Present{Tripoli, 1979)
. : p;z:si;f :

To - Ibiddy pp276s ' ,

8 ExceIPt from Col Qathafits speech delivered at

Nasser camp for volunteers, 23 July 1972} cited
by Mirella Biancoy ggphafis Voice from the Desert
(London;' 1S75); pe136%

9 Johnj ne 35 pe473f
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About the stra.tegies of unity;! he states "We are men‘with a
causeg We move towards unity in all directioneeseWe try every
poSsibilitYeessThere are mary doors and opening through which-
Arah unity meay be achieveds There are systems which you can
only deal with by means of violence and revolutionp We deal
with other systems by means of negotiations and dlalogue™s 10
During the September Revolution, Colls Qathafi used
' =‘A1~Kud$° (Jerusalem) as thé Code word; indicating that from
its birth;' the revolution considered Palestine to be the
first prcbiem for the Arab worl_d{;' Nearlyeverythiﬁg Qathafi
has statedy’ writt_:en;”% _ef done since his classroom days in Sehha
\ .can be explained in teims of the dreams of the unification
of all Arasbic spesking peoplee, Anything that contributes
to those causes is i‘ight and just and anything that works
against them must be circumvented or eradicateds 1%
,W/ ~ Arab unity is the only issue on which he is not
ready to make any compromises
PEven if all Libyans repudicated the aArab unity I
myself would fight for ity 2loney There is only one peint
on which I would remain on one side while the whole Libyan

people were on the othery that is Arabj

»
T T T T S "

10 = Excertpts from an interview by Al-ahram New‘spaper
(Caire}, Thus spoke Colonel ‘Mummes Qathafi, (Beiruty
1974)% p. 146% -
il ~  John Celley} fibys sSandstchng The: c?@‘gqlete A&-t
- of -pathafi’s Reve utiziew York, 1982} p.10.
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In other words; if the Libyan people have ceased
be unionist I should hﬁxa.leave themy for I am unionist
with all my being®y 12

His attitude towards Israel and Zionism is condit-
- ioned by proclaimed support for the concept of Arab unity
-3nd Arab nationss He makes a clear distinction between
Judaism'and zionism? and Jews and Zionistsy He regards
Judaism as the ancient mbnotheistic religion and does not
have any ill feeling towards ity 1In factjl he proposes a nov¢
plan of unity among the three revealed religions But he
has all contempt for_Zionismk the movement which created =
Israel.and is carrving its éxpansionist policyg‘ He regards
all emigrant Jews in Palestine as foreigners and they must
- ¥3turn to their own countfles, Israel is a Zionist state
which must be wiped out and Palestine must be established as
a state with the natiyé Muslimsi Jews and christiénﬁ@ on
- Israel; he said “Israel's existence conflicts with the préser
of the Arab nations Either we stay or Israel stays,’ anything
else is nonsensely 13

Strategy of War with-iéraér

Cels Qathafi has utter hostility towards Israelig
and he believes that the Arab-Tsrael disputf could enly be
resolved by wwars When asked about Warf] he stated thatsw

The Arab revolutionary forces must change the Arab

12, uxcerp-t from Cole. Qathafi Speech at Nasser Camp
for volunteers, 23 July 1972, cited in Biancdj
. N5 8, pal3Ge
135 Richard" Dentsch,’ "Dealing with Qathafi' Africa
. Reports ‘Vole27 nr »2, MarcheApril 1982ﬁ} “Deile,

il



Status quo to make war a national war invelving the

whole Arab nationgeseThe Arab mation must unite and

employ all its pawers in the War,e® 14

By mid= 1970 Coli Qathafi was ready to prepare the
Arab world for the annihilistion off Isreely 15 In May and
June he and Eereign Mmistm Busair visited Irxag; Jordany
Syria, B&bar;on: and Egypt to propose a grand strategic plan
ﬁ@t co=grdinated militaxv actibng‘ Busalr also visitefi Qatar
Kuwait and the Ymeﬁs@ According te the Libyan Pl,aﬁ;ﬁ the
Arab states were to make specific financial and mllicary
cmitments; Palestinian govementwmmex;m was ’c;e be forme
£fom representatlves of all the resxstance_groups; Althougn
t}"ze tour was not successful due to the lukewarm response of
some of the Arab regimesy 7:.: Col, Qalthafi was not dise
hearteneds / v |

Hif purswued his efforts with to remost dedication
to Arab unity vig}orously but he could not sﬁcceéd in his
endeavmxéz@ He unilaterally inftiated unity meves with
neighbouring countrieg like Egygts Sudan and. ﬁ@mﬁ% but
they la,c&ed_ his enthusiasm and wlgguf& Immad of being

14, Excerpt from an interview by A~shram, nel0yl pb133%

15 wright, me2y p 1579
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Diécourgged by the fiasco, his failuré made him more
rigid and desperate in his belief.

He skillfully used the symbols and slogans of Arab
nationalism to gather legitimacy within Libva and outside.
1e said;“During theprocess of change, you must create tﬁe

slogan that all the people can understand. The slogan
that moves them. For instance, 'Arab Nationalism', Arab
~Arabism etc., Those ars Slogans that anyone in the desert’

canAunderstande16

Libyan attempts tovwards Arab Unitys - -

His first unity move was a tripartite Pact with Egyrt
and sudan. -In December 1969, Fresident Was er and the for-
mation of en Arab formatices Revclutionary Front to
consolidate three progressive revolutions 17. Before

o
L

completion of one vexr of the unity wack President HNasse

iS]

died. In the November 1970 summit meeting of Libya, Egypt
and Sudan trahslated their vrojected merger into a wrl
unioh; Syria's request»to joiﬁ the new federation Vas
negotiated on the teléphone the:amé monthly General Hafiz-

- Al-Assad, One Bpril 1971 of month’ union.uof

16. Excerpt from an interview by Anin Aawvar,
n.1, p.54 ’

17. Ruth First,'Liﬁgg} The Elusive Revolution,

(London, 1974) p. 214




Arab Republics of Egypt, Libya and Syria was foundéd. Tl.z
S_uda:zi could not join the xﬁerger plan due to its internal
problempg) 18 president Numeiry after gaining stability with
the help of Libya and Egypt later;’ did not jein the uniongy
instead Sudan threw itself towgrds the other ;égrab axis that

had fommed between Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States; under

the Unitéd States protec M 19 1pibyan relations with
Morocco were in continuous state of radio wary enpécially
after Colonel Qathafi'’s premature jubiliatién at ﬁhe palace
cowp that failedy AS a monérchy Morocco was an outcast to
the aArasb Federations Algeria was also approached more than
dne to join, but it daclinedgﬁgozslgeriass approéch to Aarab
unity differed from that ¢f Libya Tunisia‘s approach also
did ngt confimm to Qathafi’s ideas and was different with
the Eaibyén thinkinge President Bourguiba believes that
unity is the culminéet/on of co=cperation 'aaong unity by
political decis:.oq. 21 '

.......

58. TBide; B azs
195 President Numeiry was ousted in a communist led
coupe But the coup waz folled and, he was reinstall
by Libyan and Egyptian help, Since there was & -
provision in the Pact to help any party in trouble
b%: }':ha other partles, even when he does not aske for
e p‘@

20,  First, oil7y pe229

[t

2% 1bidy pe219.
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It was in the two Yemens that Qathafi owds free to
piay of his notion of unityy Teo Yemini delegation arrived
in Tripoli to solicit Libyan supportl Cole Qathafi made aid
conditional on their achieving a unified statej’ however
distant ‘thé purposes of the two regimesg Col. Qathéfi was
a8 usual inclined to recognise é&ither ideology or /internaa.*
social étmture{‘*é‘j In Tripoliy a conference of both ﬁfemen‘;‘
hammered out the ten bases for single Yeniéni state and appoiw«
nted a joint committee to draft the basic law for s political
organisation guided by Libyan Arab socialist Unione 22 while
with Jordan,’ C@l.Qaﬁhafi was not on good termsy v‘there was
bitter er}gmity with Jordans At: meeting of the -Arab Amed
Forces Chiefs of Staff Conference ;in Cairdy Coly Qathafi
repeatedly urged Free Officers im Jordan té topple the
throne of 'f(in§ Hussaine Iraq was also seen vwit‘h suspicion
due to Béathism_, There were policy differences between Eg¥pt
 Syria and Libyas The Federation had produced little more

than a liagson of the superstructures of the gcvermentgj

24 wrighty no23 ph 1565
225 Firsty' ny 175 pe 230
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So in July 1872 on the twentieth anniversiryg of Egypt®s
revolutiony Coll Qathafi called for an immediate merger
of ngpt and Libya 23. After a week the Egyptian delegation
was closetf'i. in Benghazi with Col Qathafi and eight of his
RCC members.z.. later it was announced tha£ the merger was
agreed wpon knd both‘the countries would go ﬁo reterenqum
in September 1973, 24 | |

He was the first Arab leader who publicly criticised
Palestinlans for lack of unity and military effectivenessj
He had originally tried to reconcile the main Palestinian
Liberaﬁionvorganisation and the leftwinge ‘Popular Front for
the liberation of palestines{PFLP) led by'Georgé Hébbashé
But when he could not sudceed, he expelled the PFLP fram
Libya on the_érounds that its members were neithér fighters
nor liberators, and representative of orthen‘unworthy@ groups
were'similagiy expelled, 25 |

Thereaftery Yasser Arafts.Al-Fatsh=*the strongest
best organised and mést.éctive Palestinian guerril;a forcee

- became the main recipiant of Libyan support@

“

23 Ibidd p. 233% . 3

24, Mohammad Hassan Haikal“’?he};paé £6 Ramibdant,y
Dehradun, Matroj Publication i1981;,De’0

25“.‘ ; Wright, 3921’; pe 15% )

26. on Peb, 1973, A Boeing 727 airliner of Libyan Arsb

Airlines on a regular flight from Benghazi to Cairdj
was shot down by Israeli fighter aircraft after
straying 170 kilometers off over Israeli occupied
Sinai, More than a hundred people died in the crashe
Passions were so high that demonstrators attacked =
the Bgyptian Consulate and other Egyptian properties
for its failure to protect the airlinerj!
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The Boeimg incident of ¥eb 1973 further hammed alrea
deterlorating Libyan-Egyptian reiations, 26 as a retaliatior
Col.Qathafi organised a mission tc Sasnk Queen Elizabeth IIy
which was ptopped by President Sadats 2! On the failure
of the missibn Col.Qathafi?s sense of frustration mounted,

He resigned from the RCC the resignation was not accepted

by his colleagues. So he flew to Cairo on 22 Junéi’;«_where
President Sadat suggested him to go round the country
explaining‘ his ideas on Arab unity to the pebple{ed As he went
aroundy the vélume of opposition he encountered by Westernisec
section of Egyptians shocked himp 28 He returnéd to Libyar

in disgust and forced himself in seclusion; which he ended
when crowds of ’I;.-ibyans trooped out to plead with him to
return;

AT S I T

27! Wealthy jews and other supporters of Israel from
the United States and Europe had booked passage

‘on a special sailing of the Queen Elizabeth.lI to
reach Israel to participate in the independence day
celebration of Israel, Col Qathafi wazzZed-to sink
the ship by a Egyptian submarine staticned in Libya
under the joint defence agreement which he made with
President Nasser/s The commander of the submarine
consulted Egyptian naval base at Alexandria and
described Cols Qathafi order, President Sadat forbad
to attack the shipe He notified Col. Qathafi that
the Queen could not be xiompm spoteed :

285 Haikaly e 247 pe 1945
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This strange episode led to another unique
pressmretactics fthe Libyan march on Cairoel It locked
like a real demonstration of political __c':bnsciodsness:‘j to
get 40,000 Libyans, out of a population of little more than
i;“‘SQO"?tOOO",‘“« marching 1,500 miles Eo ask for unity would be
cmnéndable achievement 29§ But many people in Egypt took
fright ‘at the idea, It was treated not as a political
happendivhg; but purely as a security pmblenfgg The progress
march was halted and a small delegation was allowed to meet
Preéident Sadét& As he talked .of his hopes for unity mapy
of #%hem wepty 30

~ onlTwenty first anniversary of the Egyptian revole
ution)’ Col. -Q_athafi publicly reveale& his deep disagreements;,

with President Sadat declearing that union was imperative

_‘and inevitable even at the cost of givil ware 31 the refere

endum planned for September was not heldy and the 0ctéber
wat dashed all short-kexms prospects of making \Libya: and
Egypt one states President Sadat always had regervations
about the unity plan, but he accepted it uneasily to get leg:
t_im%y@; The pcsitioh was changed after the -war‘and Presidegt
Sadat pushed aside Col, Qathafifs bid f;;(unityg 32

L

294 Ibid, pe 195
304 Ibid) pe 195
315 Wright{ ne2, ps 1834

32 FPaud Azami, ®The Bnd of ism¥, Porei
= Affairs(ﬁew York, Vol 5‘?, neoz;%ﬁnef gj',’é’?a'_%lB)pefiéfi
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Post « 1973 ¥War Unity Moves

Coli: Qathafi tried again in late 1973 to have a mery
‘with Tunisiay President Bourguiba and Coli] Qethafi met onm
Jans 12 1874 to proclaim Arab Islamic Republic subject to
referendum by Tunisisy The plan was th::w;a::!;:féé by the Tunisia
Premier Hedi Nouirdj whe was against ity Thus within four
months, the two plans of merger with Egypt and then with
' Tunisia failed which were so close to this heax:tasB

President Sadat moved closer to Saudi Arabia and
Americas He moved away from Libys, The susg”cions bef:weexa
the two countries increased iea&ing to serious verbal wars
In July 1977 relations between the two countries reached a
critical stage over renewed Egyptian charges of Libyan
s@versiens‘}”‘: and increasing concern in Cairo over Tripoli’s
Russien amms build=-ups Border incidentsled dota four day wark
The £ighting t :, ended largely through the mediation of Presi..

dent Boudienne of Mgeria§:34

33 JeGe Farleyy “Libya® |
(I‘Qndqrf n@fo 79‘91 J%]ly -, pe‘ g"

3‘?:?; . E‘i‘r igh‘t;1 ﬁ}i Ee Po 205{3_‘,
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e/ President Sadat's decision to wisit ., Jerusalem
_inﬁﬁcvembef 1977 and thén to undertake a serious peace talk-
making process with Israel,legding to the camp David
agreement of September 1978, caused new alighments in the
Arab world, In December 1977; representatives of Libya
Algerid) Syria; the people’s Democratic Republic of Yemert;}
The PLO and Iraq medtin Tripoii to set up a fromt of
steadfastness and Resistance but Irag declined to joine 35

Relations with Rabat were restored at the beginning
of 1975 when Tripoli applauded Morocco's policy on the
Spanish Sahara and offered Morocco and Mauritiana troops to
help £ree the terri=tory from fbaiqg Polisaric became the
chief irritant between them, Libya was one of the first
supportegis of the Eelisariqg But he is opppsed to the creatl:
of an iddependent Sgba2r state. Instead he appearéd to favour
the incorporation of the whole territory into Mauritanidg |
The Sahasa Arab Democratic Republic government in-exile was,
proclaimed in 19767 but Col, Qathafi recogniséd it in 1980,
After mediation by Arafat they renewed diplomatic relations

~ in July 1981, 36

LR R I 1 g

R - ,
36, We Lewis, "Western Szhara=Compromises or €onflict®,

Current History, (Volp€0j noe47¢ Pecember 1981)
PPe 410=145 - ) '



on ?&hg Hussain's initiativey 37 The treaty was abrogated
in August 1986 by the king;! following violent criticism from
Col Qathafi of his meeting in July with Israeli Prime
| Ministery Shimon Peresy 38 |
Cel. Qathafi visited Khartoum in May 19855 He callec
on the rebels in southern Sudaﬁﬁ'thm he had supported, to
lay down amms and talk to the new governments Diplcmatic
relaiions between Libya and Sudan were reg8tored in Apfil and
a military protocol}i under which Libya was to aid 8udan £n
| training its armed forces and supplying equipment was signed
in Tripeli in Julye 32 ‘on June 11} 1985; Col Qathafi proposec
the estsblishment of an Arab Union to be composed of all Arab
countries, Th@eremérkable ﬁhing about this proposal was his
stress thaﬁ no country would be obliged to alter its fomms

of government in -order to belong to the Unione 40  But even

. this plan could not succeeds

N

37 Lisa Anderson} %Assessing Libya's Qathafi® Gurreng
History(Vole 84, nc. 5027 May 1985) Py 226

385 Middle East and North Africey ny3%j pe60S

3ok Ibide pe 605 |

40,
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Col. Qathafi .has remained a lone crusader against
Isragl and follower of Arab Unitye His consistent efforts
te f@rge‘unity/herger with the neighbouringw%rab States
proved fertile and his dream of Arab unity still remééns to
be fulfilled, Col, Qathafi has been alienated from the
majority of the Arab Stgtesﬁ who due to vakious constraints
and restraintsyl could not suppor% hime The gap between moder
and extremist regimes has increased which has benefitted
Isréelvindirectlyg
Pan~YIslamism.

Libya overwhelmingly constitutes a community -
- of sunni Muslim of Méliki School of.Jurisprudences4l They
have strong att:chmemt to Islam cultivated by Sanusismi42

The order lest its zeal under the shadow of political powerl

43 Zaheet Masood Buraisi, *fIslam and Revolution in
Libya® in Islam and Revolﬁtlonfedpby Asghar ali
Engineery (Delhi 1984) ' p. 1103

42¢ Sanusism is a Islamic Revivalist movement statted
in the midddd of ninetgenth centuiy under the
inspiration of Wakabi Tiundementalism of the
Arabian Pengnsula in tﬁe fom of Sapusi Sufi o
Gxdere Founoed by Muhammad bil Ali al-Sanusifl the
mimyhrkkankiéxhzt brotherhood had invoked the
purlty ef Islamic doctrine on a strategy to cambat
iaxity which had gripped the ccmmunity% The frate
ernity was able to infiltrate in all seéctions of
the societyly
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In the monarchical regime}' corruption was rampant and people
had serious grievances against the political systems But
the monarch still ccmnanded ::@vemncel and respect among the

' masses due to his reiigious authorityls

No revolution against the momarchy would have attain
success and popular support; irrespective of its honesty |
and sincerfty without Islanic credentials,?3 Colie Qathafi
who himself is a sincere Musiﬁn with strict‘austerity .
and unparalle# xenophobia was acceptable to the people: He
i3 wall read in Islam ‘and he profusel + quotes from the Holy
Quran; the precedents of Islamic historyy acts of the prophet
and his companions to prove his policy and decisions, He
is very conscious of the strategic value of Islam :i,n the

Arab woni&s "Go to any place in the Arab World and Shout
‘Godts You will find peopl,e repeating your appeal with
you‘fgg 44 The very first broadcast of Tripoli Radio written
and read on 1 September 1969 by Co1. ‘Qathafi after the coup
his consciousness of Islam as the legitimizing forces The

pmclaaj'ination was Qassionate‘“‘é,'

k]

435 Lisa Andersonj “Libya and american Foreign Policy
The Middle East Journalyl (Washington) Vol 36! nf.@“,
Autunn, 19825 g’ﬁm‘m’ /.

4% Sxcgrpt from an interview by Amin Asmar, n. 104

P@ 56’



' In the name of God; the compassionate the Merciful'(
great Libyan people&eo’ﬂith one blow fram your heroic ammy}’
the idols collapsed and the gravenc - images shattereds
Extend your hands open your hearts, forget your :r:::mccm:::s““a
and stand together against the ememy of the Arab nation)y
the enemy of Islam, the enmmy of humanity,’ who burned our
holy places and shattered our honours

oo, AIn the constltut;onal nrcclamatlon of 11 December
1969, Islam was described as the state religion in Article
I1s The Preamble and Article I deal with Arab nationalismle
It clearly expressed that under his scheme of thingsy Islam
comes second aftet Arab nationalisme The Libyan govermment
temmed the revolution as Islamic Al-Fatali. Revolution and
Cole Qathafivacquired the title of~the'Modern Revolutionary
leader of the World Islamic Revolutions 46_

455 The analogy of the act of overthrowing King Idris
- regime with a blow &9 ccllapse idols and shatter

images has great appeal to the people wiewing -
their releglosityz His appeal for support
against Israel the enemy of the Arab npation
the enemy of Islam;’ the enemy of humani who
‘burned our holy places{Al-Agsa Mosque) and ¥
shattered our honour) has immediate appeal to the
emotzonsa

45 Rlsalat Al=Jihad,’ {(Tripecli, nos 47, October 1986)
pps 10=22, ZEfter the establishment of his regime
he changed the name of his country bhree times
giving the small count:y a long nane,’ but newer
even as a gesture, he used the term 'Islamict

- in the long name, So the claim of Islamic Fateh
Revolution is a tactical desigﬂ%



)
As soon as Colio Bathafi carried out the revolution),

 the apbointed a supervisor for the remaining §anusi property
mainly educational centres and merged the Sanusi sponsored
Islamic University ﬁith the Univerisity of Libyas These
decisions were taken to discourage anusi Ordere He institut
a body éalled "The Supereme CGunéil for Natlonal Guidance"
~ under his chatmanship, On this bodyﬁ multi from‘many corner
of the Arab wourld joined Libyans;! in a search for a philosop
of the revolution and a universal theorye Till -1970's the
Sharia had been gradually replaced by ci&il and comercial
legal orders on the western model and later was concerned
cnly with the matters of personal status and institutions.
Laws of 1973 and 1974 integrated Sharia Kaw abd Sharia.
courts into what had been a secular legal system and_ét
the same time simplified the complex traditional codes

World Islamic Call Secciety

Libya organised an Islamic conference in December
1970, According to a decision taken in the conference |
& General ‘ommittee for the Islamic Call was established
which acquired in 1971 legal independent status in 19723
The purpose of Islamic Call} Society was to propagate Islam
and strive: for the unity of Muslimsy Itsbactivities wez=
spread in Asidﬁ Africa; Europe; North and South America

and Australiay 47 The Second conference was concened in

e oz s
e s . - .- PR St

475 Pirst to the third conference " Rasalat AlsJeh#&d]
ns 14, ple28w29 |
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Tripoli in August 1982} in which 139 Islamic socie%ies%ﬁ centre
and committees took part, The third conference of sociegy
waS_ crganised in September 1986 in which representative of
eighty countries participateds While inaugurating the third
conference,’ Cole Qathafi stated 3 | ‘

. wFor the first time a world movement is established
to preach Islam in all the continent of the worldeis olsThis
has been the dréam of Muslims simce Islam stopped £tB conquest
and advancej...Now; we continue the struggle} the fighting ¥
and the new world movement of Islame® Libya got the Quran
translated in as many languages as possibge so that its
message is accessible to nor;-Arabsg_; Risé.I:.a’c«AlaJehad is
a cultural Islamic monthly p@blished by Islamic Call Society
in three languageséﬁ,éréb)z:i <y English and Frencl‘@ The Libyan
Goverrnment has opened Qurénic schools; built mosques;
recruited teachers of Arabic: and Islamic history; and sted
institutes of Islamic studies in different African states
kike Mauritania, Nigeriay Mali etcolo 48
é@l{fiﬁ “'géthﬁfi "Concepts rof -Jehad

If Arab nationalism is the central element of Coll
Qathafi®s , ideologyy the éoncepﬁ of Jehad is the action
element of that Arab nationalism, In a bpeader sense,

Col. Qathafi sees ‘Jehad! as means to achieve social

48. Be Scard¢ia Amorettiy' 'Libyan Lonliness in Facing
the World s the challenge of Islam, in Islam in
Foreign Policy - Ede 2 deed Damisha, (London 1983)%

Pe 03 : _




justice in and out of Libya. In the beginning,

imperialism and ‘cormunism both were consideérd equal
threat to Islaﬁ, however as the'l970'S'progressed,
imperialism was increasingly identified as the prime
target of Jehad. So any contribution to liberate
the world from imperialism should be considered an

integral part of Jehade49

In January 1970 the RCC created ‘Jéhad Fund'
to support the armed struggle for the liberation éf
usurped Arab territories from Zionist control. Ini-
tially it was funéed froﬁ public and private contii~
butions, including the Zakat, but later on a 'Jeﬁad
Tax' on profit and income was established to increase

=
the financial strength of the fund.JO

Major Jalloud proposed in the third Islamic

Call Conference that 'in the coming years instead of
going to the pilligrimage with million, to commerce,

‘we should go in a struggling movement to liberate

49, M uammer A1~Qathafi, Concept of Jehad, P. 53,
cited by John., no.3, p.477.

50;  Ibid., p.453.
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Jerusalem and Palestine.Jl col. gathafi justify his
Support to dissident, movements everywhere on the

basis of his concept of 'Jehad'. He said:

“We must remember that the trde Islam advo-
céteS»the protection of all the weak, even if.they
are not Muslims. Wherever they ask for help they
must be given help. Should we limit our protection
to MUSlimé only, we would prove ourselves both fana-
tics and egoistics. Islam 1s for the protectioh
of everyone g;... 50 we give help to'christians;

oy . . . . . 52
even pagan countries in aAfrica as well as in Libya.*"

The Unity of the Muslim Ummah

Col. gathafi does not, cnly want unity of the
Arab nations but also unity of the Musiim Ummah. He
regards that the various sects and groups existing
in Muslims are heretical, anti-Islamic because the
Quran contains no sect, groups or parties. The

division presently existing among the Muslims is the

result of historical sabotage operations which occurred

51, Exclbt from Major Jalloud speech in the Third
Islamic Call Conference. Risalt-al-Jehad,
1’1o44, p026n

52, amoretti, n.47,



in Islam. "These all appearsd after the death of the

pro@het, so they must be deni=d.” He categorically

proclaims, "Bvery new sect is a heresy and every heresy

is a delusion ‘and t oerson who car‘iuu such heresy shall

go to hell."53

The GEeen Book and the New Islam

.

Since the publication_of the three pérts_of

the Green Book in 1976, Coll Qathafi has concentrated the
efforts on publieizing and implementing the Green Book:

tle does not rJgard that the Green book has any ccntradigtion
or conflicts wWith the Quran or any oﬁher feligious boék:

He declarzd that the appropriate function of thejuran was
as a source of personal ethics and gén@ral moral primciples,
and not a detailed social’prescribtion; Tno Green Book,
instead, was held to embédy a mors authentic application
‘of the Sunnah to social life, and in defence of thisg claim,

new interpretations of the Quran and hadith quite at varianc

‘s ‘o ' 54
witht raditional orthodoxy, were put forth.
53. Excerpt from Col. Qathafi, -speech-in Third World

Islamic Call €onference, n. 44, p.18

54. Raymond A. Hinnbusch, “Charisma, revolution and
stata format Jon._ﬁathafi and Libya, * Third World
Quurt rly (London, vol. 6 n.t, Januar?e 1984),

709
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He admits that since he wants the Green EBook
" to find an audience beyond the Muslim world, he has
played down the Islamic character of his concepts,
to make the book more palatable to non-Muslims.
In the Green Book's discussion of the léw td govern
the new society, there is no reference to the Quran
ox Sunného In 1977 Libyan new constitution's,
Article II stated that the Quran was Shariat-
mujtama~with the clear implication that both the
- sunnah of the Prophet and the vast corpus of Sharia
laWS‘conéained in the works of fight were excluded
from Cocl. Qathafi's definition of the word Sharia.55
He denounced the institﬁﬁionvof 'Caliph? to

prove his theory of government ‘'Jamahiriva'. He

said, “We do not believe in Caliphs, Kings, nor
presidents seeces Thebpeople would govern themselves
and there would be no need of a Caliph.56 He

belisvagthat his political theory of congresses and

55, Ann Elizabeth Mayer, "Islamic Resurgence or
New Prophethood : The Rcle of Islam in
Qathafi‘s ideology® in The Islamic Resurgence
in the Arab world, ed. Ali E.Hillal DessouKki,
{New York, 1882), p.200,.

56. Excerpts from Col. Qathafifs speech in Third
world Economic Call Conference, n.44, p.20.
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committees is the real interpreation of the Quaranic

Phrase, "and whose affairs are a matter of counsel, «e.”

In a speech deiver

in a Tripoli mosque on th

ed on February 19, 1978

@ occasion

anniversary of the Prophet, he levelled diffierent

charges against Christians, then he turned to

Muslims, He charged that Muslims were guilty cf

shirk as thelr christian counterparts. Among the

proofs he offercd

z

as thelr obedience to the Sunnah.

"rMus lims should not scek guidance from the Prophet

but rather from their own
He also stated that there

between the Quran and the

n

-

cripturec, the Qurane.

a7

should be no intermedilaries

believers.

He regarded

his interpretation of Islam and the Quran as divine

interpretation, whercas other interpretation might

‘beaffected by human short

COMLiNgs.

i}

58

Not only does

Col. Qathafi rejects the authoritative character

of the learning of contemporary Ulema, ering threat

57. Muammar- oi-Qathafi,

YAl-513il al gawni,

bayanat wa Khutabwa ghadith al-acdd Muamnmer-

al-gathafi {Tripoli, 1978), pp.466-83, cited
by Mayer, 1’1.61, poZOOc

58. First, n.35, pp.106

~Te
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them of dire consequences 1f they will oppose his
interpretation but also dismissed as irrelevant

the writings of the medieval savants of the figh.59
3¢

Qathafi delivered his second noteWorthy
speech on July 3, 1978,.in the same Tripoli mosque
again iﬁ the context of a religious festivity. He
made it clear that outside the sphere of what he de-
fined as being the concern of religlon, the Green
Book ghould be applied. Although he has not made
any claim of prophethood, many of his positions
regarding the Sharia aré lntelligible only if one
accepts the premise of his prohhethood. It cannot
be coincidence that Col. Qathafi choose a cele-
bration of the Prophet's birthday in a mosque to .
make his speech dismissing the Sunnah of the
prophet as not binding on today's Muslims. As
bProponent of a rival scheme of values, the Prophet

had to be reduced to a matginal figure to make room

59, . He expressly desniced the authorities of Ibn
Hankal, Malik, and al-shafil, each._ of whom
founded a school of law, and the medieval
philosophers Al-Ghazali and Ibn Sina, on the
ground that they were non-Arab, so they had

S introduced, he claimed alien and ul-Islamic
ideas in the Figh.
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for col. Qéthafi and his Green BoOK. °

One Nation One Religion

He has conviction that his Third Theory will
sweeé the world at the expense'of &l1l other theories,
By denigraéing the importance of thé Prophet andg |
his message, he also serves the ends of his Pgn-Arab
and regional diplomacy.él The racalcitrant and prime
considered aim of Col. Qathafi is unification of
Arab land by merger. His numerous mérger and unity
agreemenﬁ has been failed. 1In many of thesé attempts
he had to face the wariness Qf’christian minorities,
or in the case of Malta, a Christian majority. Thus
he has political reasons for distorting Islam to con-
ciliate christians in Malta, Egypt. and Syria. He
insists that Islam is an Arab religion, so,it‘is
ancmolous to have non-Muslim Arabs, and that Islam-

atleast in its early stages was not really intended

60, Mayer, n.54, p.214.

61. Ibido F 2 p@ 216&
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for a non-=aArab audience.02 All people in -the Arab
land are Muslims (the people of the DRook), they should
be called so, since they are one nation, they must
have one religion. It is of least considerxration
whether one prays in synagogue, church or mosque.63
He also stated that Muslim Calender should
be revised and should start not with the Prophet's
~f£light from HMecca or Hijra, as it had for fourteen
centuries but ten years latex, dwith the Prophet's
dcath. Aftcer this speech the calender in Libya has
becon changed from Hijra to 'from the death of the

Prophet.' This was a calculated move to express

identity with the Christianity.°4

A Muslim-Christian Dialogue was organized
in Tripoli in 1976 with great public fanfare, which
was explolted as an occasion to bring home to the
Christian participants their errors and’to indulge

In heavy-handed proselytizing. Desplte the failure

62. Al-Fajr-al-Jdadid, March 10, 1979, quoted
in i"'zaY'er’ N 54, p.2169 :

63, Bial'}co; MNe 85 po._lO/l.

64, wrighti n. 2; p02750



ﬂof his proselytizing at the dialogue, Col. Qathafi
persisted in his propaganda efforts directed towards
Christians and designed to demonstrate thé oneness |
of tbe two faiths. FHowever, instead of deméhing
that all the concessions be made by Christians, he
.begén to attack facets of Islaric dectrine on the
ground, that they wercec not part of the originai,
trussersion of Islam.65 col. pathat 8 speech evoked
jﬁmwizggions in the minds of the people and Islam
sﬁddenly gained in appeal so that mass conversions

-

from Christianity ensued. Col. Qathafi:presti nd
_ Y ¢

[te]

e

oY)

23

influence stood to be immesurably enhanced.

Col. Qathafi responded to the criticism from
religibns quarters, of his innovations in Islam by
instructing the masses to seize the mos@ues‘ de- |
claring that Islam did not require a superfluous
class of intcrmediaries betﬁeen the individual and

“ ' '

e } 6 R} - .
God.”> He ordered to clear the blocks of buildings

in the centre of Tripoli including a mosque that my-

65, Mayer, nedl, p.207.

66, Lisa Andersan, "Qathafi and his opposition®,
Middle East Joummal, {vol.40, no.2. Spring 193),

P. 231.
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Steriously ffell down® one night which was actually
dYnamitted°67 In the same place, he made a 'Green

Square' for public méetingé aﬁd ralies several times
larger than the spaces Mussolini or Balbo had needed

for their public ceremonies.

Attitude towards other Islamic Groups

Col, Qathafi views any parby or group be it
communist, Paathist or Islamic in Libya or outside
as a threat to revoluticn and an impediment to Arab
unity, therefore he has banred all parties in Libya,
anybody found guilty of violation will be puniched

11l Islamlc groups as

)

to death. He denounces
innovations because they add to Islam something which
is not a part of it. He called 'Muslim brothers!

the largest among the Islemic groupé as "puslim
Traitors® and the'Islemic Liberation party' as a

"

*dirty croup' which is created by c¢he American,
6

89

Br Israell intelligence. He accused Muslim

=51

£

Fte

[
0

h and

brothers as ‘zgents, spies, hired peoples and sabo-

67, L.athon Alexander, "Libya : The Continuous
Revolution®, Middle Eastern Studies, (Londorn)
vol.s17, no.2, april 1981), p.839.

6 8. Excerpts from Ccol. Gathafits speech in Thirxd
World Islamic call Conference, Risalat-Al-
Jehad, n.44, pe.zO.
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teurg,infiltrators into Islam.

Islam and Islamic Groups :
Instrument of Foreion Policy

Col. Qathafi has sought to make Islam a
domestic and interhational instrument in support of
o 7C : . . .
the revolution. Islam comes in the motivation of

almost 2ll Lipya‘*s position in forelgn policye.

Islam is complementary to Arab national ism.

He is conscicug of the gself imposed inage

world Islamic

+h

of"Revolutionary Muslim Leader ©
Revolution® - Colley has described an incident of
Col. Qathafi with President Nassar ond Haikal.

Col, Qathafi refused to ecat gampari, a type of fish
caught in Mediterranean, becausc i; has not ¥f been
killed according to Islamic ritual. This was
self-imposed festriction. Muslims every where eat
fish. A second image bullding incident was noted by

Clandia wright, when he visited Moscow in april,

1981, lssues concerning fresh Soviet arms, an agreement

690 Ib‘idt; p‘lgo
70. -Maris K. Deeb and Mary Jane Deeb, "Libya Since -

the Revolution : Aspects of Social and Political
Development (liew York, 1982), ©p. 93-108,

71. celley, n.l1ll, p.102,




on transfer of nuclear techn@logy,:assistance in
the Libvah oil fields, and public commiément to
port Libya in case of a foreign attack, vere to bhe
discussed, But instead ofinegotiatinj'direétly cn
these%issuesg col. Qathafi and the Russians bickered
over whether he could pray in the shattered Grand
Mosqgue of Moscow and whether the prayers wo@ld be
broadcasted from the minaret. The Russians agreed ¢
}both demands. The Libyan press agenc

-~

21t as a Etrimmph of the faithfull over the non- .

e
0
froda

v

~
&

be

}..-A

ieverz. DBut none of the key ilsusues were decilded.

Col. Gathafi depicts Libyaz as the land of
Islam which is strugglihg against a tenth crusador
cempaign headed by America and the new Crusader~
Zionist alliance. He organised the third Cconference
of his Islamic Call Society in September 1986, aftor
the Americen attack. This was a grand strategy to
use Islam tegather support of the Muslims wo?ld in
his éonfrontation against America and Israel. He
declared in the conference,“We Muslins, are forced to

T2 Clandla Wright, *Libya and the West : Heaadlcong
intc confrontation 2% International Affairs
(Londan, vol.58, no.i, Winter 1981-82), pp.58-3S.




declare the call to struggle once again. We might
head the World into a religious war in which the
zionist and Crusadexs are on one side and the Muslims

and thgir allies on the other®. 73

He said, "Its (Libyan regime's)down fall will
be a calemity to Islam, to Islamic religion, to

the heritacge of Islam and to all the peoples around
the Islamic World, who are fighting for freedom.“’4

He declared that the defence of Libya is an Islawic

He expressed his readiness to accept groups of
Muslim Volunteers from all parts of the world on
Libyan land, to defend the targeted 'Islamic fortress!!

He also suggested Collection of money from all Muslims

. . . ' 75
and invest 1t to finance the struggle movement. '
LY . . - .
. Although he is intolerant of any group as a

threat to his regime, but he ucsed them against his
enemies. When relations between Col. Qatbhafi and
President Sadat deteriorated, Col. Qathafi used every

means avallable to strike at him, particulzrly, he

73 e K1SHLAT- a0 Tehad  m-lu, p-92
T4q Ikid., p.16.

759 Ibido'i p° 21-
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worked through the extremist Muslim greoups in

Egypt. He openly called for overthrowing President
Sadat in December 1973, and funds were given to

the Islamic Liberation Party, Mohammad's Youkh, the
&rmybof God, the Society for Holy hWar and other
groups. He alsc used his most hated, Muslim brothers

. . - 76
as a weapon against President 3sadat,

Cil

The third strategy adopted by col. Qathafi .
is oil which is the chief capability of Libyan |
diplomacy. His couragecus negotiations with the
oilbcompanies which titled the balance of power from
the oil companies to the producer countriegygave him
recognition as a great strategist.- Further after
achiéving its right position from the bil_companies,
he used oil itself as an instrument of'Bis foreign
policy.

In 1957, oil had been found in Libyé. The
story of modern Libya 1ls the story of oil.77 In the
ten years from the beginning of oil export in 1959

to col., Qathafi's coup in 1969, Libya transformed

76. Daniel Piper, "0il Wealth and Islamic Resur-
gence" in "The Islamic Resurgence in the Arab
world", ed. Ali-E. Hillal Dessouki, (New York,1982)
P. 46,

Colley, n.ll, p.42.

Y

77,
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from one cf the poorest countries in the world to one
of the most.dynamic in Azab and iediterranean
politicss I{ was the fastest and biggest boom in world

78

history. 0il has the far rcaching effects on

history and economy, as well as on people and politics

Libya®s position and oil policy differed
in several respects from the policies of other oil
rich states. Unlike the governménts in the Gulf,
Libya had not awarded all its acreage to a single
group., Some of the largest fields lay in concessions
held by american independent éompanies. This gives
Libya high bargaining position vis.a.vis t4/ the
oil companies. Libyan oil ylelded a high proportion
of high value products such as gasoline and heating
oil, and had a low sulphur content. The countrygs

position gove iLts crude a big froigit adventage over

o]

Gulf crudes, which was enhanced by the closer of the

- g 79 . , i o

Suez canal in 1967. Libya's own needs were limited,

78. Patrick Scale & Maureen Melonville, Hilton
Assignment, (London, 1973), p.39.

79. The piddle East and korth Africa 1987(Longon, 1986

Pe 217,



thus enabling her tc reduce her oil production at

will without incurring adverse consequences to her

N

eccnomye. Libya!: ing stemmed from
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its oil. The continued production and export of
crude eamed the revenues to finance an extra-
oxdinarily ambitions, f£orward, and sometimes alarming,

0
o

- . - 80 . .
foreign policy,. It was the importance cf main-

]

taining his apparcntly vital f£low that inhibited
many exasperated governments from £ taking a firm

attitude towards a state whose policies werce widely

regarded as a disruptive, 1f not down right dangerocus.

Tunisian Secretary General for Foreign Affairs

Mahmood Mestiri was quoted as saying early in 1981,

'Libya's strength is not her own pcwer but the

s AE A 81

weakness of others.
Libya is the western EBuropeslargest source

of oil. The bureaucratic consensus in America will

give an cstimation of the Libyan power. It says:

80, Wright, n.2, p.117.

810 Ibidel 90217.
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"Our present strategy is to seek to estab-
lish satisfactory relations with the new regime.
The return to our balance of payments and the

security of US investments in oll are considered oux

o)
a3

imary interests. We seek to retain cur military

(a2

faci

y

ities, but not at the emxpense of threatening
our economic retura. We alsc wish to protect -

Buropean dependence on Libyan oil; it is literally

L in the world, from the point
82

-

“the only implasable o

of view bhoth of quality and geographnic location!

The quality of the oil, the strategic
location of the country, nature of management,
tanker shortage, increasing demand, decreasing
supply, clos=r of the 3uez canal these were the
intemal and extecrnal factors which provided an
ideal bargaining position. The only lackness was
the person to exploit the situation, which came in
the form of Col., Qathafi's fevolution. It must be
stressed that the price explogion was not a personal
decision; one way Or another, market conditions would

have produced a price explosion, though perhaps over

. . . 83 . .
a longer perxiod of tine. This was expediated
by col. athafi.
82, A Henry Kissinger, Years of Upheaval, (New Delhi,

1982) , p.859
83, Ibid., p.859.



An gvowed radical he set cut to challenge
western influence. Although the young,officers
0f the RCC were completely unscholled in economics

or negotiation, They are competent men in strong

[

. < S . . . 84
position., They could not be corxrupted or convinced.
After the revolution the new regime kept
the flow of oil uninterrupted, Eazly statcments
on oil werc cautious. The govemnment Of the United

and France were aotified that Libya
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would respect all agrecements in force. The Libyan
revolutionasies handled the oil companies gingerly.
The humiliation of Iran bhetween 1251 and 1954 was a
standing wafning of the bower of ithe companies. In
1970 the Libyan leadership was in a positionto

bluff the companies. They had accumulated currency
resources o0f $ 4000 million enough to maintain current
imperts and spendina for four yeaxs.Bs Such was the

ananc*al backing behind Col. Qzthafi that he declared:

84, James B.Akins, "The Oil Crisis ¢ This Time
the wolf iz Here,“ roreign Affairs, vol.8i1,
NoO. 3, Ap.t‘.t.l 973, P@n 471""72@

85, Ibhid. Pe473.



“The Libyans Arab people have existed for hundred
of years without oil, are capable 1if necessary of

living without it for many centuries.®

— 3 B

Struggle for Price Mikes

First Phase of the 0il Revolution:
ruggl

Col. Qathafi made his first move against the
Companies in January 1970. Before that, he sought
out allies for practical help if needed in the oil
struggle aﬁd aiso to demonstrate that any manhandling
of Libya would creéte trouble from one end of the
mediterranean to the other. In January 1970,
before his only appearance prior the western oil
executives, in Tripoli, he sent his 0oil attaches to
Baghdad to meet with delegations from Iraq, Algeria
and Egypt {lately becéme a bonafide modest oil pro-
ducing state) to form a radical Arab oil bloc. ¢On
Mgy, 1970 before opening of the militant phase of
his oil negotiations, the ministers of Libyan, algeria
and Irag met and produced an accord for a unified stra-

tegy for waging their separate confrontation with
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oll companies.

The agreement called for {1} ending the
companies tactic of lengthy and fruitless negotia-
tions, by setting a time limit; (2) raising oil
Prices unilaterally if oil companies negotiations
were not forthcoming; {(3) pledging financial aid to
any of the three who Qeze sighted out by oil com-

Panles to cut off production and hence revenue,

The first move was a simple :e@uest ip liné with
the royal goveznmeﬁt; earlier efforts to raise the
tax reference price of Libyan crude by sbout 10 to
20 percent. The companies at first dragged their
fest aﬁd did not reply. The Libyans in the meantime
sought new advisers from every part of the world.
After making allies for his struggle and equipping with
Aexpertsy'he toughened his attitude towards the com—
pgnies, He had painstakingly searched out the least
provocative, most plausible and justifiable aéts he

could take » He was in the posture of éne who, fearful

g6, Jack anderson, 0il, {(New York, 1984), p.244.
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of the enemy's overwhelming but ummobilised
strength, minces forward as far as he can while
Prepared to retreat at the first sign of counter

éttack.87

He has confused the real issue by invoking
conservation. In May, Cccidental (oil company) was
orderéd to cut back its oil production by 300,000
barrel per day as a conservation measure. This was
the first time that ever happened in the Middle East
or North Africa. &8 The»benefit‘of choosing Occidental
as their first targét was 1ts vulnerability, which
accounted for nearly cne third of Libya's output.
Oécidental was not too pophlar with éﬁ_the majors
for them to initiate an indﬁstry wide shut down on
its behalf., As the negotiations got underway, the
".trans, Arabian pipeline was blockéd by a syrian
bulldozer 'accident'. Syria refﬁsed to allow a
onéuday repair job. Half a million barrels a day

were thereby kept away from European markets'by the

87, Ibidog p0236o

88, Colley, n.1l, p.62.



89

rupture. The loss of transit revenue to Syria was

reportedly being subsidised by Col. Qathafi.89

The cutback and closure of the pipeline was small,

ggg large enough to affect tanker rates.

On September 4, 1970 Qathafi celebrated the
revolution®s first annivefsary three days later by
announcing what western oil experts gloom ingly predi-~
cted would bring the first major rise in crude oil
Prices in thirteen years.go Libya struck at the
companies one by one. Occidental came first, and
CapitUlated-gl Qasis Qas called in next, but shell, -
which‘had one sixth interest in the consortium,
refused to take part in the settlement. The series
of ultihatum split the companies. British Petroluem
(BP) raised the prices of Libyan and Iragi crude
but insisted she was not influenced by the events
in Tripoli, in an attempt to reassert that the sole
responsibility for price fixing iies with the compa-

nies. In the meanwhile BPs partner Bunker Hurt, Gellen-

89, anderson, n.85, pe237.
90, colley, n.11i, p.64.

21. First, n.l17, Pe 201.
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burg of West Germany and another Amerifan Izndepen-—»v~
dents were ready for settlement, when shell found

herself the alone company, standing out, it settle too.

The new Libyan price at %2.53 a barrel was

the highest outside the United States.92 Libva

announced that ghe regarded it as a rectification

of past injustices’ for.the price paid until then,
and not a.-new pficee Col. Qathafi had by late summer
1970 had shown that he was upto far more than commer-
cial haggling over oil prices. He was striking all
four of the central devices by which the olil Majors
upto now had maintained western oil security viz.
"control of production, controll of transportation,
control of international market and control of

Price.93

Initiator of the Qffensive Position of QPEC

The Libyan sgettlement of a higher posting

and a new range of tax rates upto fifty eight percent,

92, Ibid., p.201.
93. Mderscns ..'Q.86; De 244,
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which = the govermment described as a retrospeftive
payment for unduly low ?rices in the past, set a
‘precedent that other producers were eager to follow.
Libyan government audocity towards the oil companies
had a ‘bandwagon' effect amonggst the other oil
producers.g4 The.immediate result was an increase
of-thnty percent barrel in postings of Iragi and
Saudi crudes at Mediterranean terminals, while Nigeria
and Iran soon won themselves increaséd benefits as
well. Atjthe oil ministers meeting of OPEC held in
Caracas iﬁ December 1870, Libya'emerged as the clear
paéérsetter. The organisation passed a resolution
calling for a fifty-five percent minimum tax rate and
making other demands reflecting the malin features

Oof the September 1970 settlement.

At the beginning of January 1971, between
OPEC's Caracas and Teharan meetings, Major Jalloud
put new demands to the companies for a tax increase

alongwith a freight and proximity allowance. The

94. Farley; e 331 Pe 14.
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oil companies were prepared to fight the 1971 round

collectively.g5

For the first time an underlying
political motive Qas ackﬁowledged when it was made
clear-that one purpcse of tﬁese new demands was to
ates govemment into changing

its Middle East Peolicy. & . -

pressurize the United S

V) oy

Four days after the Teheran agreement by the
six Gulf producers, new talks opened 1In Tzipoli
since it was unacceptablé to Libya. The demands has
been presented in January 1975. 'répr;sentauinj the
government throughout the talks was Major Jalloud,

who worked himself up into convincing displays of

dealing with the companies one by one, even i1f the
final agreement was to be binding on them all. OPEC

C
was solidly behind Tripoli.”/

95. The companies concluded a secret *Libyan
Producers Agreement', The companies agreed
among themselves that it must be "all for one
and one for all. Bach company promised to sign
no agreement with the regime without the consgent
of all the others.® If Col. Qathafi reguired
-one company to cut back its production each
company would contribute a quota of oil in
certain specific proportion for which the company
under pressure wouid paye

6. Wright, no2. pe24le
Ibidg: p¢242@
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Occidental was singled out once again,
but s0 was.Bunkef Hunt, in a carry move to embarrass
its BP partner and prevent the Majors from achieving
their united front. During the negotiations Libya
announced that she was studying a project to sell
oil directly to foreign state companies. She also
.called a conference of the four producer states
whose oill is exported thﬁough the Mediterranean termi-
nals -- Libya and Algeria, Irag and Saudi Arabia.
The other three, although ambiguous in thelr state-
ments, declared that they would jointly embargo thelr
oil'if the companies did not agree to the Libyan terms.
Libya's master-stroke was to call Amoseas in for
early negotiation. Though by definition Amoseas 1is
an independent company exigting only in Libya, but it
comprised two Majors, Standard California and Taxaco,

Q

and this was the Majors soft underbelly°/

A few weeks later a settlement emerged.

Libya moderated her demands under Egyptian pressure,

~

980 First' ile 35' p0203c



Under the new agreement the oil compénies'accepted

to retroactive payments, and.committed themselves
" to re-investing some of their profi_ts.99 The Teheran-
Tripoli agreements Of early 1971, the direct outcome
of Libya's politically and economically motivated
sole gonfrontation of the previous year with the
companies - marked a watershed in thedhistory of

100

the intemational oil industry. - The power of the

companies had been visibly curtailed. Tbhis was a
major break in the historical pattern of individual ~
o , ' - . 101
deals between countries and cartels.

Libya's revenue from oil grew spectacularly,
although ber annual production dropped after the cut
backs ordered from 1970 when she decided of conser-

102

vat ion. Libya's gold and foreign reserves have -

99, For a full account of the oil negotiation by
Libya, see “Tripoli 33 day Dramatics"“, Arab
Cil Review, March-april 1972.

100. Wright, n.2, p.243.
101, First, n. 35, (Chapt. I), p.204. . . .
102. From 1971 to 1972 there was a 20 percent reduction

in production. Cut backs were ordered during
critical rounds of negotiations with the companies
But as part of a longer term conservation policy,
in april 1271 the government began to implement an
amendment to the Petroleum law to prohibit the
burming of hydro carbon resources and excessive
flaring of gas. '
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grown- from $317 million at the end of 1969 to $1,590
million in 1970, $2,665 million in 1971, and $2,229

million in 1972.

Second Phase of the Oil Revclution:
Struggle for Participation

on 7 Decembesr 1971, arab oll producers meeting

[41]
ot

in Abu Dhabi passed a resolution calling for hos

government participation in oill companyiis capital
and managenent, with 20 percent initial target.
The participafiion policy means a change from the idea
£ TR , s s t s - : g 103
of ‘control from without' tc 'control from within{.

he

n

Before that by &eptember Libya has announced that
would shortly demand for changing of concession
agreements into participation. OPEC might ask for

20 percent but Libya would demand at least 51 percent.

Naticonalisation of BP ¢ A Firm Political Reaction

\

That same evening of the OPEC meeting, Libya

took the lead on the resclution and announced full

103, Matsumura Seljiro, "Participation policy of the
producing countries in the International 0il
Industry®, Developing Economics {Tokyo, vol. 10,
no.l, March 1972}, p.34. :

‘



nationalisation of all BP's rights and assets in
concession 65, and primarily its half shares in the
Sarirx Field,104 The take over was combined with the
withdrawel of Libya Sterling balances in London, came
without warning. It waé represented as a purely
political act, reprisal=for the failure of the British
go&ernment (owner of nearly half of BP’S shares) to
Prevent Iran's occupation of.three strategies islands
at the entrance to the Persian Gulf on the evé of
British withdrawal from the arca. BP and British
Foreign Office resolved to fight the action todth and
nail, and soon brought test cases to block the
marketing of the 'hot' or *stolen® oil,,105 Libya
thwarted the attempt to block the markefing and sola
the Sarir crude to the soviet Union for two years
.until outstanding differences had been settled through

Negotiations.

On 11 PA June 1972 referring to the BP nationalis-

ation col. Qathafi said, “What they (the English)

104, Wright, n.36 {Chap.I), p.244.

105, colley, n.ll, p.71.
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would like now would be for oil nationalisation to
remain a dead letter. But this is our contention and
we declare it to the whole world; nationalisation

has became a reality in spite of them, and spite of
all the great oil eﬁpiresa Let it be known that

106 By this

1972 has nothing in common with 1S51.%
action Col. Qathafi proved that oil was inéeed a
political weapon, and thst he would successfully
use it, especidlly when if WaS to.his commercial

. O
advantage to do so.l 7

Spree of ‘Farticipation' as an Econcmic
and Political Instruments

*Participation® was now in the air of Libya
and through out OPEC. The Italian state, 01l company
AGIP which was ready to start comnercial production

after heavy investment in exploration and in production

106, Excerpts from Ccol. gQathafi speech on the
occasion of the second anniversary of the
withdrawal of American troops from Libyan
ferritory, Bianco, n.8, p.162.

107. COllGY)‘ ne.l1ll, 'E)-72.



facilitiés, was the nezt object of Tripolils

continuing strategy of pressuring the currently most
vulnerable companies for revised operating terms.

The government with held permicsion. to start production
and demanded majority participation. since Italy

wa

4
6]

heavily dependent upon Libyan oil and had to.
consider other vulnerable commercizl interests in the
country, o the company wag hard pressed to give half-

, . . 168
share in its two concegsions.

Libya demanded half the assets of Bunker
Hunt and half of its profit, since the nétionalisation
of BP some ten months earlier. Hunt, who marketed
nationalised BP oil, in spite of all gerrnment's
requested and pressures, resisted strongly. Libya
reinforced its compalgn by pressing Oasis (still the
largest producer) amoseas (soccal/Texaco) and Occidentai
for immediate full participation in exchange for com-

pensation based on 'net book value® and the 'right!®

108, Wright, n.2, p.245.
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to bhy cil at market prices. 1In May 1573, the
government halted Hunit's tanker loadingg, and the ¢
coméany was told.that its right to produce and export
oil would cease on 1 June 1973. Speaking at a

rally on 11 June 1973 col. Qathafi announced the
nationalisation of Hunt's assets to deal the United

States®a big hard slap on its cold, insolent face.‘lo9

The Hunt nationalisatiocn was held as a wamming
to other companies to accept the government's terms,
and to the United Staées ‘to énd its reckless ness and
hostility to the Arab nation.' 1In Augusf 1973, firsf'
Occidental and then ﬁhe three independents-in the
Oasis group agreed to 51 per cent participation on
their Libyanvoperation° In September the govérnment
announced 51 percent take over of the Major companies
interests, which they refused to accept. On February
1974 the govermnment made an example by complete nation-

zlisation of Socal/Texaco's Amoseas and the Libyan

109, Excerpts from Col. Qathafi's speech on the
third anniversary of the evacuation of
American base. Ibid., pe.246.



American oil company {an Atlantic Richfield subsidiary)
By May Esso and Mobil had agreed to the governments |
terms, while Shell’sAone sixth interest in Oasis had
been nationalised,;lo

From 1970 to 1974, the great international
Oll companies lost control over world oil prices
and production in the main oil-~exporting regiocns of
North and West Africa, the Middle East and Far East,
and Latin America. The swift revolution in company-
Govemment relations was due primarily to Libyan
initiative, which showed the other producers that
toughness, boldnéss and timing were of the essence
in securing recognition of 'right' that other procducers
had long claimed but had been unable or anilling té

achieve.

'Although Libya lead the spree of price hike
and pérticipation, but she was conscious of its absence
of advance technolégy and management skill, crucial for

the oil industry. So she had kept oil industry manage-

110, Ibid., Pe247.
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ment untouched and even after nationalisation the com-

pznies have been able to retain over all ownership
of about 30 percent equity in their Libyan operationoll1
Itvappears generous when compared with the totsl
nationélisations invoked by Iraq, Aigeria.énd Syria;
This generoisty has given good credit of the Libyan

regime to the oll companies which the regime has

used for rapprochment with the US.

The October 1973 War and the
Oil Weapon : ' -

col. Qathafi was not aggeeable with the strategy
of territorial war with Israel instead he aspired a
tqtai confroentation collectively by the Arab nation.
He was kept in dark about the 1973 war preparations
by President Sadat. His voluntéers were denied access
to Israel by Egypt and the adjacent gountries.llz. in
spite of this he whole heartedly supported President

Sadat and joined other Arab producers in the use of

oill as a political weapon. Libyan output was reduced

PP P

11z, John K. Cobley, *The Linyan Mauiace®, Forcion

Policy {New York), n.42, Spring 1981}, p.84.

112, George Lenczowski, *Popular Revolution in Libya“,
current History, vol.66, no.390, 1974, p.60.




from an average of 2,38 million b/d in October to

about 1,77 million in November.113

" Decline of Libyan QPEC Leadership

Libya's role as a spearhead of price militancy
in OPEC began slowly to decline gn 1974.11%
Over-priced oll and the Qorld recession; tankers
availlability which decreased its géograpﬁic advan-
tage greatly affected the demand of the Libyan oil.
Libyan cwude in 1974 could no longer compete with the -
Gulf Prieties that were cheaper to produce. HNeverthe-
less, the country remazined one of the recognised 'hawks®
within OPEC, with prices continuihg to reflect high

' qguality and transportation advantages.

The oil glut which begins in 1981 brings host
of problems for Col. Qathafi. This has affected highly
the ambitious domestic‘and foreign policy.lls' Libyan
0il income has dropped from a high of $22.0 billion

a Year in 1980 to an estimated $5 billion in 1986. More

than 99 percent export eamming come from oil. The

114. colley, n.11, p.79..

115. Newsweek, 16 august 1982, p.39.



trade deficit for 1985 was $5833 million. Libya
has‘fallen in arrears on its imported arms and
construction contracts by an esfimaped $8 to

'$12 million, much over two years Oldall6 Approximately
300 'non—-essential! foreign contracts were suspended

in Februaryll985. The cash éhorgage resulted in the
Army being paid between two and three months in arrears.
‘The impact of oil glut on foreign policy is difficult

Lo measure.

116,  Edward Schumacher, “The United States and Libya,

Foreign Affairs {New York, vol.57, no.2, winter-

1986“‘87) po 3429

117, Keesings Contemporary Archives, vol.32, Ho.2,

p. 34200.
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CHAPTER II1

.
.

Innovations in Diplomatic Style

The Libyan Revolution of Col. Muammar Qathafi

is perhaps the most cxemplery contemporary case of

charismatic lcaderstip and personality, Col, Qsthafl

egime exbibits all the classic synptoms and faces

[

W)

all the characteristic dilemmas ¢f charismatic ¢

1

.
(@]
cl
S
i

ority adumbrated by Weber.
Col. Qathafi is an idiaggﬁcratic;mmmPﬁs regime can
be described as a regime-of continuous revolution.?

Bianco rightly says "one admircs him or, mors often,

one dislikes him: one can not remain indiffercnt",>
He ig a man-of great comwiction and commitiment

with high zZeal and morale to pursue whé:aver ne

thinks right for his country, for the Arab nation

ard for the whole wor}d. He tas denounced all

1. Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Ecowmonic
Orcanigation, (lew York, 1964), PP, 353-92,

2¢ Mirella'Biance, Camafi Voice from the Desart

Lorndon, 1975, P. 167

3. Walhan alexanders “Libya - The continuous:
Revolution®, Middle Bastern studigs,vol, 19,
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prevalling nolitical and cconcmic systems in the

‘
- .

world, and advanced his own ‘third univergal treory'.
Three times he chléngsd the name of tis country-

firstly from tite Kinddom of Libya to the 'Libyan

th

Arab Republic' in September 1969 after ravolution,

then to 'The Socilist People's Livyan Arab Tamd-

£ )
3]
1.

hiriye' in March 1977 and to "Tha Great Sdcmmlimt
Peopleos Libyan arab Jamahixiya' in Arril. 1936 sfter
he American attack, |

He or&ered the seizure of power-in iiﬁva

by the masses when he abolisred

w

in Izlam were ooposed by =to Ulenms. He ahdicated
from authority in ecaxrly 1979 shurningall titles and

preferred to be addressed as Jrouacr Muammar ',

In 1987 he Hastenzd the ‘decetralisation of ~olitical
4. ~ Muammar Al Qalhafi, The —:cen Boqﬁ, P, 9

S ALl the

(’1

selzures were actually Sone by his

z2alous sup orters basicasl

4

-

anisaed in the namo of ‘rovolutisnary Committee31
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and economic institutions®’. The Army GHQ had
already been transferred to the Al-Jufrah Oasis,
350 Kilomsters South of Surt, where other ministries
’will also shift. He declared that Tripoli bsd ceas-
ed to be Libya‘s capital.® |

1, Qadafi is a2 complex pergonality. His 
admirers 3ega;é bim a worild lesder, begcdh Of
'intarnaticnal.1ibaration movements; and herslder of
a new era. Those who dislike, him, ¢&ll him as "a
vici&aa criminal?’, hundred percent sick and possessed
of a‘demon“, *a gplit persomslity both ev@l“._ He
is the first paramount and truly.indépendent Libyan
leader of the Libyan people, 'He reflects éany of tbe.
Iibyan characteristics = fundamental‘simplicitj;
dignity and egalitariamism, puritanism and introver-
ted xenOphobia, extreme narrowness ¢f cultural, his-
torical and politicsl experience.7-

Two people and two backgrounds combined to
make Col. Qathafi the man:. he 15,8

6o ngﬁgiag Weakly, (Manchester) vol.136,n0.15
12 2pril 1987, P.12

Te John Wright, Libya A Modern History Ylondon

i982), P.278

8o Mohammad Hasnailn Haikal, The Road to Ramadan,
{Dehradun, 1981) p.185.

b P
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The two were, the ﬁrOphet Muhammad and President
Gamal Abdel Nasser, His thinking was an amalgam
of the ideas of Islam at the time of the prophet
apd the doctrine, oﬁ President Nasser, partici-
culary as éXpounded; during the formative period
of Gol. Qathafi's life, when as a school boy and
as a young soldéar% he first became aware of what
was going on in the world around him %hat is, bet-
ween the Liez War in 1956 and the Jume Wer in 1967.
Other eiements which influenced his personality were
the army carger and the desert, It was in the srmy
‘that he first really found himself ss s goldier
and it was to the desert that he would return for
golace, because he congiders himself as & son of
desertos‘ o |
I like adesers man, he could change in a mov-
‘ement £rom ohe position tec a completelyvopposite one,
which makes him highly unpredictablee
He bhag high estimatioq[@is own intellectual AQ%*’
prowess and pezhaps an evolving mystical coavictiom
- that he has supexr human inSpiration. He avparently
believed that, his status as a virtual internstionsl

outlaw confirms the righteousness of his cause as an

g- Ibid., p. 190
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opponent of injustice and_expioitatiom 10 He
is an adroit manipulator of internationsl medis
and is concerned with his public image to point
of vanﬁ.’cyo_ _

Stvle of Speaech

pl. Qadhafi _:E;s’one of one most reslistic,

_ frark, candid and sponteneous speakers, He always
speeks his mind in mational and internstionel gathe-
ring, no matter even if'éome o'ne thivks he is mad,
or matter if half the 'eivilisbed’ world thinks

that he is mad. The importabt thing is he sgpeaks
 what be thinks, not whdt other people think he
ought to think.l! He does not hesitate to express
his opinionsg freely on many subjects and particul-
arly at decisive crucial movements, when most other

22

leaders escape or &void any firm position. He is

a skilled orator, always having potlience and te

10, J.:isa Anderson, "Assessing lLibys's Qethafi" .

Currept Historv, Vol. 84, .,502, May 1935
P,197. |

11, Sunday Obsgerver, Delhi),vol.i 7.5, 7 Sept~
ember, P.4 '

12, ®Thus Spoke Colopal Moammer Qadh£i®, (Beirut, 1974) ,
‘ P.13. , ,
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usually speaks in lowkey hystericaténe; But his
épeeches are capable of promoting‘anexpected attention
with his eloquence and his facility with Koranic
verses and f£dlk proverbs. He is capabie of

speaking painful and unpalatable truths. He has
coudidly stated that Arab regimes are rotten,

Arab states have betroyed the Palestinian cause,

and Arab unity is hollow, Arab summit meetings, R
are a waste of.time; "If you want something toAdié;

send it to be buried in Arab League's files in the
' 13

~

skyscraper in Cairo", he stated,. In his first hour long
interview aféer American bomhing , he spoke in

his same old slow and even one. If at, all

wWas, under preséur,, he did not show it; The entife
conversation was in studied, moderate tones.

The erpression throughout was a sort of ronderous

thought fulness; interrupted occasionally by sone-

. . " 14
thing mid way between a spontaneous simle and laughter.1

13. Ruth First; Libva: The Blusive Revolution, (Lon-

don, 1974).

14. Times of India, Delhi 27 April 1987



_ In'Decémbér 1969 at the Rabat Arab
Conferenfe which was his first public appearance
on the international stége he expressed his
aislike of ‘some actions by the Royalty of
Morocco and sald ®"Do we still stick to these
rules of feudalism and slaQery“o He
addressed the president as Bro-ther Hassan
and King faizal on Brother Faizal whi¢h caused
further embarassment.lb
‘In the Septembeg 1970, peace conference
at Cairo the COlénel shouted, "If w-e are
faced with a madman like Hassan who wants to
kill his peiple, we must send someone to
seize him, stop bim from doing what he is
doing, and take him off to any asylum. 16
| At Ehe Harare Summit of the Non-
- Aligned Countries summit he delivered his
seventy.mifiute speech without notes and
w ithout circulating in advance, or submitting

a copy of it to the summi-t

15. . Haikal, n.81, D.766

16. Ibid, p.79
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aut;hozitiese No one seamed to know what he would
speak, During his speech he would stop for a
whiie and his one man and four pretty glrls body-
guards linedup like cheerleaders would break out
in Arabic slogans in praise of the Jamahiriya and
'say down USA, *down, USA®, 17

He presents very simple and fantastic solutions
to complex problems. At the Harare summit he proposed
to form an international world force to fight
American Imperialism,  "These soldiers canmot be
reached by America whose empire I can défeat end

destroy their existence every where".,18

gggggAUﬁivefséi’fhéérg:”,

The Third propounded by Col., Qathafi first
| émexged towards the end of ;9’72e It was firnly
expcﬁnaed at a Tripoli Conference of Epropean and
Arab Youtbs in May 1973, It became the officisl
ApﬁiIOSophy of-the cultural revolution which had‘

been launched a month earlier. It °, ‘was especlally

17 SundaryfobeEVer. Pet

18, Ibid, p.4
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propunded observing the need and sentiments of one
Arab nation, but shrewdly 6rganised to have universal
appeal;,particulaxly to tﬁf Third World courtri=as
wheﬁe'é@&icﬁaiism i% a universal value and religion
is the traditionsl legacye. The theory is bdth
comprehensive and éimplestic in that ié seeks to
address all éspects of life-social, political,
ecomomic and metaphisical - but often confipes its
obgervation on complex'issueé t& only one ortwo
paragraphs or sentences. |

The theory consists of three s#iall parts,
compiled in the name of °‘The Green Book®, im green
CGVer@. The theory has been applied in Libys amd all
out efforts are being méde to export the tbeory
abroad. The °Green Book' is freely distributed from
Libyan People's Bureaus and 'Green Book Research
Centres' in foreign countries. Semimars, symposiums,
essay writing competitlons and other methods are
being applied by the Green Book Research Centre to
articulate people in the Green Book Ideclogy. Ool.

Qadafi organized three international conferences at
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Benghazi, Madrid and Caracas between 197¢ and 1981‘v’
ocn the Greén Booke

The Green book programme is very radiceal which
‘calls for the eventual abolitibn of goVern?enf, pri-
vate profit, currency, mandatory schooling,.repres-
entative democracy and the likes to achieve a utopien

19 The theory is based on religion and net-

society.
ionéiisme These are two essentlal factors that more
bistory. Marx‘®s economic interprétation of history,
he said, had been caused by the cordition of‘poverty
in which he and his children lived in London,20
Col. Qadafi rejects Capitalism and Communism

because they failed to tackle many pregsing problems
that face the world today. This isqprimarily becauce,
through rebresentétion or deputatien;>they have

deprived the masses from authority and have concen-

19, Edward Schumacher,"The United Stetes snd Libya",

Foreign Affairs{(ﬂew Yerk& vol.57 ne 2, Wintexr

1986-87, p.332
20, Wright, n. 7, p. 183,



L 110

t:éted power ip the hands of & privileged gless of
gmup.z1 His international theory is caliled tt:ird
thegzy_because.it-aéopted,a,middle4way between
capitalism arﬁvcommunisﬁ; %g sorrect the short-
comings of both,

The £irst part of the Green Book which-
presents the solution of the problem of Démocracy
as ‘the authority of the People' rejects all other
systems. Popular Gohgresses are the only means Eo
achieve popular democracy. Any.system_of overnment
other than p0pﬁlar Congresses in undemocratic, He
proclaimed on 2 March 1977 at Sabah that'Libya will
be the first country to adopt the s§stgm of porulsr
. democracy. Part two of the Grean Book provides =
solution to thé economic problems in the form of

gocialism. Hs seecksto establish'a New brerd of soci-

21s Mohammed A. ﬁl-Kha&fvas, Qathafi’'s Ideolocy
the Theory and Practice, (Tripoii, 19384)

Po 7,



alismﬁﬁnﬁ;doesunotuaway_with the 'verticsl ownership®
of,qapiﬁalism_anﬁ with,the state mcn0p61y under
communism, He wantes horizoniel ownership, where
ownership is jointly éhéred by a broad base of
J pe@pleozz
‘ The third part deals with the social basis
of the third_theoiy in which he ?reséﬁts his 1deas
about family, tribe, women, mindorities, the blacks
e&ucation,'melodies ard arté; gports etc; His socisl
basis, particularly ideas sbout woman, is based in
Iél§me He concedes the biological differences
b@twean,man and woman iz, menstruestion, precnancy,
miscarriage, delivery etc.). Conception and breast
feeding 1s the biological function of women, whricrk
is natural'énd neither voluntary nor compulssy. If
a woman ls forced to abandon her natursl role for

work, °‘She falls victim to coercion and dictatorskip.23

226 Ibdi, Pe 31

23, The Green Book, pe82
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On tbe accassion of the anniversary of the
revclution on 1 September 1981 he presented to
- his nation and the world the graduates of a girl
~military academy in Tripoli that had been opened
in 1978. 'He denounced the American army where
1,50,000 women were enrolled not for combat but for
the recreational purposes; ard Europésn women who
\were in reality being bought and sold.?4 He made
an smaticmal appeal for the liberation of women
frgm the (atantic) ocean to the (arsb) Gulf, His
troop. of body guards consist of young besutiful
women éspecially trained by the East Gezmah conti-
ngent in armed and unarmed combat and the use of
light Qeaponso He explains this uniqueness due to

more loyal and trust worthy nature of women.

Ionovations in Diplomatic Conventions
The Libyan leader is not satiffied with/'Third /[¢4e

International Theory® and its implementation im Libya,

24, John K. Golley, A Libya Sandstrom: The

Complete Accoupt of Qathafi's Revolution,

(New York, 1982) pp. 151-54,



where be is/unquestionable authority. He bas adopted /the
all conventiomal and unconventional means to export
his revolution. He bad reorganised tis embsssies
in foreign countrieép armd foreign ministry in Libya
with two objectivéslcf eliminating tris opponents .
and making more ani mora people sympatietic to "imself
‘and his .théoryo ‘@x He has shown that he deeply dis-
trusts the profegsional diplométg (end forsign minigtry
 bureacrat, who run comventional empassies abroad)
as well as staff of the regiomsl, legal, ecomomic and
technical co-ope-ation directorates ofithg old
establishment, since, by fzaining and experience,
they are unfit for the jobs which he wants them
to perform.253 ’

He has little reﬁpect for the conventional
norms of interpational behaviour, which still rest-

rain more orthodox radical regimes of the Arab World

25, Clander Wright, "Libye Comes in Pmom the Cold"®

Middle East, (lLondong M® 82, August, 1931!

Pe 29,
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from taking open actions_against covernments they

disapprove 0f¢26

_ On 1 Sseptember 1979, he called

¢n Libyans living abroad to o;ganise_pOPular merctes
to seize Libyan embassi:zs because the latter continued
to represent government bodies wheﬁ the,goveznmebt
bad{been abolished in Libya and replaced by the'power
of the people.. In response to this call, embassies
were taken over and renamadas People's Bureaus® in
Arab countrieso This'waé a great challenge ta'
international rorms &ccepted by the community of
nations through Vienna @fvention of Diplomatic
Relations, 1961. The new Committee members were
persons whom Col. Qadhafi congidered personally
loyal, mostly, students,2’ Very few Of them rave
had diplomatic experience,

In February 1980, addressing students of tre

26, Charles Folley, "Libyan Foreign Policys
Consistant Objectives and Polontics butee....”

The Middle East,nc.23, September, 1976, p. 26,

27. Clandis Wright, "Libya and the West:

 Headlong into Confrontation?” Ipterpstiopal

Affairs vol. 58,mwe 1, Winter 1981-82 p. 28



Military College_ia,Tr;psli, he issued a2 final
warning to the remments of the former regime and
elements of the defeated society of expleitaters
currently li#ing abroad’. In an ultimatum, he
called them to return to Al-Jamabiriya before 11
June, 1980 or they were doomed whereeVe£ they might
beo“ ®Those whé don’t take heed to this warning have
only themselves to blame.® 28 There>were sevefal
attacks and killihgs of the dissident, in thévEuropeen
cities and in Beirut. The well organised @mﬂﬁaigna.
- of intimidation and assassination of politicsl 6ppo-
nents‘was made péssiblé after the comversion of the

embassies.

Reorganization of Foreiaon Ministry
Iibya anmounced on 9 January, 1981 that it had

‘abolished its Foreign Ministry929 and handed over its

28, . Africa Diary vol. 20, me.29, (New Delbi),

2% Ibid, 19 March 1981, pp.253-58 vol.XXII, No.212,
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functions to‘the Foreign Liaison Bureau which is
concerned with the People's Bureaus and the Arsb
7Liaison Bureau which is concerned with Brother hood
Bureaus.39 One of the functions of the Liadson

~ Bureau was to handle relations between Libye and
-Nonrgcveznmentai éroups,Apolitical parties, Lirverstion
mgv;ments, and querilla armies, as well as to foster
ffiehdship,societies of the kind ttat first'broug*t
Billy Carter the brother of the American President.
to'Libya.31_ Both Arab Liaison and Foreign Lieision
Bureaus have other functions as well as recounting
agents of influence and prcpaganéa,subVersion, ard
sabotage and to send arms, munitions, and sabotage
devites-through Libyan diplomatic pouches to oversess
destinations,32 |

30, Wright, 1n.27, pe27 |

3le Ool Qéﬁhafi,cultivatea relationship Qith Billy
cérter Brother of President Carter through &
friendgship society, The\main rocle was perform

- by Ahmed al-Shahati, who was incharge of the

Liaison Bureau: Billy Carter vigited Libyé and
got money. The story is narrated in Colley,
nO.éé. PPe 253=58

32, Ibid, p.187
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Bureau for the Export of the Revolution

Covering both the Arab and the Foreign Lizgson
Bureaus, and working in close concert with Col.
Qadhafi’s military intelligence ahd security servicss,
is *the Bureau for the Export of the Revolution®,
It is composed of the top associates of ol. Qadhéfi‘s
ideclogues wholly devoted to him and to the principies
of the Green Book. _Their duty is to scan through
- the words ahd actions of statesmen, parliamentsrial
congressmen, newsmen, editors, Ccmmentators,businessmenﬁﬂz
academicians . all over the world for signs of sympathy
towards Col, Qadhafi's'personality and towards tbre
Libyan re&oluﬁion in general. After that they try
. to cultivate the most pro-Col. Qadhafi elements among
them.33 | |

Agsault on foreign Embassies

In December 1979, 8 mob attached and get fire
for the Us Embassy in Tripoli. Col.Qadhafi ad

affirmed that embassies were under the protection

i

33, Ibid, p.188
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of the host-nation. But two montrs laeter io
February 1980 the French Embassy was partly ran-
sacked. Tﬁe assault that led even the sober-minded
”ie Monde' daily to call Libyan diplomacy the planét's
most singular and mbét adventurist,34 In June, 1983
the Jordanian Embassy was burnt and ransacked. In
spite of all American provocation, the regime or
his masses have neither molested or abused the
2%000 US workers nor ransackad the propertisg of
the mostly american Oil companies,35
Set-hacks due to Idlosypcragigs ip Diplomacy

The violence,promoted by the revolutlon=ry
commlttees, have provoked more defection than they
ware able to stop. Several Libyan diplomats have

resigned and made statements in support of the opposition

34, Wright, Ne7, 210

35, Time, (New York), vol., 118, mo, 16,

19 October, 1981, p.l19
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in Exile,36 Subsequent break down in relations are
now blaméd on the :jmexperience and ignorance of
local conditions which is ¢ ommon in the Peovle's
Committee's members who constitute the ?eople's
Bureau. Libya's foreign policy'méchinery is badly

short of reliable, skilled and experienced personne1.37

Duping 0il negotiation the representatives of
companies were béing subjected t0 unfamiliar usaces,
They were continually rebuked threatened sm inéulteae38
Sometimes their labo¥iously drafted provosals, witiout
being studiad, were instantly rejected., Pennis Bonney

who represented Standard California ip the negotiatdons

36. Munammad al-Magrif Lamgarief at former auditor
general and ambassador to India),abmad Huwas (ex-
army instructor, charged affairs inp Ghdams),
Ezzedin Ghdams (amba:zsador to Austria),Abassalam
ali Aylah (Charged affairs in New Délhi):Ibrahm
sahr (Charged affalrs in Argentina)mMansor Rashid
al-Kikhia, (The Libya ambassdor to the UN and

former foreign minster),wright,n.27, p.28
37, Wright, n. 25, p.24 , '

28, Jack Anderson, oil, (ew York, 1938%)., p.281.
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described to Semator Frank Church's Investigsting
sub-Committee in 1974, how Major Jalloud repeatedly
‘summoned the Companymen to late-night meetings,
handed them written demands or proposals, then sent
them home, only to phome them later in tgeir hotel
rooms and, on one occasion, even threatend them with
nationalisation that same night if they 4id not give
in,39 Intimidations of all kinds wers used agaipst
them; Tﬁey vare followed by police everywhere, abd
their residences were}surrouhded by guards. at times,
they were denied visas to fly home, thﬁs becoming in
a gsense prisoners.

Qgéﬁmgézngiiiﬁulmﬁgsmga_tbamaggggsxexugﬁmﬂgxLQ:_zenngglsng

Col, Qadhafi is regarded as the Indiscrahinate
sufforter of international ferrorism., US Under
secretary of State David Hemsmab, sall, “epart
from helping' ﬁalestanion_gmoups, the Libyans have
provided money, %raining ard in some cases arms
for viﬁtually every group i? the world with

0
revolutionary credentials”. He has been accused of

39 Testemoney before the church sub . committee to
investigate the world oil, US semate, 31 January,
i974, '

40, _§§E§E§§E§ Vol. X&vii, N. 19, 7 March,1931, P.16.

-
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supp-orting the Japanese United Red Army, Italian Red
Brigades, German Baader-Meibhif groups, apart from
his connection from Moro Muslim Insurcents in
Phillippines and British Revolutionary Amy,
and the Black Americans. |

whenever any major insurgency occures in
the Westem wWorld, he is the Prime suspect. True,
all the accusgations are not false. But there
remained rarely any definite evidence of his
complicity particularly when the insurgency occured
in a third country. Even the West place Libya:
third in rank after Syrié and Iran which are much larger
and more effective sponsors of Arabérelated inéurgeﬁcy.
" Thus US administration sought to avoid political
‘fall out of a confrontation with Iran or Syria
wo&ld_entail. The administration exploited co-th
Col. Qathafi's bad image and his relative political
isolation?41 His.role in inﬁernational térrorism |
is that of a bit player. The lion's share of his
terror abroad is carried out against leading
figures of the Libyaﬁ,oppos;tion in exile. On

the Libyan suppdrted_terrorism it is suggested.

41. News.Week. vol. XCVIL, nr. 10, 7 March 19281l. p.16
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Much has been written and reported sbout Q= Fefl
and terrorism, What can finally be separated from
ons mass of heavy, second-and third hand accounts,
propaganda and disinformation, are a few generalities.
‘Qathafi, like other world leaders of our time, r=s
not hesitated to use Libyans or hired foreigners to
eliminate upon occasion, bis enemies 8t home and
abroad, often by violent means." 42.

Col, Qathafi himself &s most important cause
of this image. On the early days of revolution,
when he was highly idealist, with soaring finmancial
position, he made little distiﬁction between *bad’
terrorist and 'ggod‘ freedom fighters which other
countries make. While other stétes particularly, oreat
powers take into consideration all positive ard neg-
ative effects of any support given to any insurgent
movement. They use it generally as s surrogate warfesre,
Bu{: Co..Qathafi who regards himself as the .sélf-aprov-
claimed’leager of the third world, felt duty ound

to help whosoever came for help. Since they did mot

&

42, Andrew Breslau, "Democralising Qathafi

-Africa Report , wol. 32 ne.2, March-April

1987& ¢ Pe 47,
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bave anywhere else to go, except Libya . Thig
- policy to help all sorts of liberation movements
- made him an easy prey of intermational informaﬁion
media which is constantly in search of a villian, .
“due to their news value. Sometimés the media men
deliberately, distort the news Or create fake stories
to suit the interest wbich they represent.%3 The
unproved charges in December 1981 that Col. Qatrafi's
hit squads® had pempetrated into the US to kill
President Reagan and other 2American leaders did
little to change the miﬁds of his friends 2nd foes.
The charge of Libyan involvement in & bomb exnlosion
in West Germany night club on 5 2Aprii, 1936, which
provided the rationality of American air attack

A
cn Libya is till unproved,4'

43, The Hinpdu, 29 October 1986, p.S.

44, Manfred Ganshow, Chief of the Berlin Statssihutz
and head of the 100 person team which investigated
the disco,Sdmbing told ‘*sStars and sStripes' on
April 23. " (I bave) no more evidence that Libya

vwas connected to the bombing than I ha&e when
you first called me twe days after the act.

which is mone®. Breslau n.41, p.46
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- His generority with money and outspokenesé
created the embairassing sitvation for him, He does
not only candidly express\his support to insurgents
and antagonism to unfriendly regimes, but often
make tali cleims and promises whict he is incapable
to fulfill. Laqueur appears right wren he says,
5giving support and shelter to terrorists enhanced
the internmational status of otherwise not very import-
ah% countries! 1t made their rulers feel influentisl
and it seemed worth the expense of these for zign |
ventures",%> Since Egypt and Libya has very bostile
relations, fhe Egyptian media flows all sorts of
stories abéut the Libyan involvement in insurgency
in different parts of the vorld.

Col, Qathafi’s View on Terrorism:

Gole Qathafl believe that every insurgent group
has some genuine grievance behind. ‘To check insur cency

permanently, the world must have o give & just solution

45, Watter lLaqueru, Terrorism , (3oston, 1977),

Pe285.



to their problems. The insurgents resort to insurgancy
out of frustration and also because other peaceful
‘means are not effective to draw the world attention

to their problems.

"The Palestinian, . who hijacks, a plane wants
’to express that he hés a cause and that his land is
occupied. &s long as the world does not recognise thgt
he is a refugee and homeless, he will continue to
resort to such means to drew world attention to his

cauge. " -

Libya signed the anti-alrcraft convention in
1376 and it has been ratified by the Pecple's congress.
since theﬁ he has apparently abided by that. No hi-
jacked planes have been allowed to land in Lidbya and there
is no publicly recorded cases, since then, of hijackers
taking refuge in Libya. Answering a question about,
Reagan administration‘s charge of his backing inter-
national terrorism generally and, more specifically
that it backs terrorist Palestién groups; the IRA, the
Red Brigades, the Red army Faction, the ETA (Basque
- Separatists) and otbers, he Said}“thé American Govern-

ments is not entitled to talk about terrorism, since

46, Exgerpt from col. Qathafi speech to the first Arab
©  Americ¢an People to people pialogue Conference,
1978.



it: practices the highest degree of terrorism in

the world. Furthermore, the American government

is not a police man. It ought to coprect its own
behaviour before it talks, about the behaviour of
others.s Secondly there is big difference between
supporting liberation movements, the just cause of people
fighting for freedom, and supporting terrorism. We

had emphasised many times that we are opposed to

R it 47
real terrorism®

He regards America as the master of terro-

rism, ®"constantly accusing others of terrorism, when
they are innocents is in itself exercising terrorism

8 His list of

.. . 4
in the full meaning of the word%
terrorist acts include foreign bases in other ¢oun-
tries, nuclear weapons, starvationi economic warfare,

naval fleets, hijacking of planes, the holding of

hostages for ransam, and the killing of innoccent people.

Libvan Support of insurggnqyfggéinsx,Igggél,'

Destruction of Israel and establishment of
Balestinian home land is the chief objective of

his foreign policy. This is his supreme and most. sacro-

47.. Time (vol., 117, no.23), & June 18981, p.31.
—————
48, Excerpt from Col. Qathofi's Speech on the 1lth

Anniversary of the Evacuation of American bases.
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sant end, for which every means in justified. 1In
early 1970's he had close relations with *Black
September" an acknowledged off-shoot of Al-Fatah.49‘
After the killings of Israeli atheletes in the
Munich Olympic Games in September 1972, tﬁe bodies

of the five'black september' men also killed in the
operatioq, were flown in Libya for ceremonial funerals
by 1973, the Libyan government was becoming dissi-
llusioned with the poor’performance ofhthe moderate
Palestipian guerrilla movement. On July; the PLO
claimed that guerilla training camps in Cyrenaica had

been closed and that many Palestinian residents had

lost their jobs.

. col. Qathafi formed bis own Palestinian
guerrilla group called Nationdl Youth for the Liber-
ation of Palestine (NAYIP), composed mainly of
discontented militants of different Palestinian
groups and of Black september.so Its leader was a
Lebanese AhmadeAleGhaffpﬁr, a former close associate
of Arafat and sent by him as a PLO representative to

Libya«NAYALP's squads threw two thermite bombs in a

49 . Firsta n. 14, p0177-

50, colley, n.24, ps.179.
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Pan American World airways plane at Rdﬁe Airport on
17 December 1973, killing thirty two people and
wourkding eigl;teemSl ‘They hijacked another pl§ne
to Kuwalt, and surrendered there. They told the
Kuwalt police that Col. Qathafi himself had ordered
the attack as a substitute for another plan to
aSSassinate Secretary of gtate Henry Kissinger.
Eventually NAYLP spiited and its members moved>into

different grou'ps;

His relations with the PLO however,
continued to be troubled. Largely ignoring the
mainstream leadership, he gave money and arms,to
the PFLP and the pemocratic gront for the Liberation
of Palestine (DFLP) and to other guerrilla groups.
The Palestinian take Col. Qudhafi's mbney’but look
on him with same disdain, as an armchair soldier far

from the Israeli front.53

International Centre for Insurgents Training:

In his Evacuation Day gpeech on June 11, 1972,

Col. Qathafi announced the opening of a centre for

51, Ibid. p.178.
52. Ibid, p.180. |
53. Anderson, n.l0, p.342.
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eqﬁipping.and training guerrillas in the struggle against
Israel. Earlier, on Apri; 17, 1932 the éirst national
congress of the Libyan Arab Socialist Union had proclaimed
its supports for all liberation>movements and revolutions
throughoqt.the worldos4 He also inaguratéd the first
Nasseite VOlunteers centre on Jguly 23, 1973. Col. Qathafi
xegarded'bibya as a centre of international resiStance

/

against !imperialism, colonialism, and racism in all

its forms.55

After the Sirte shooting incident, Libya hastily
convened a WOfld conference of Solidarity with the Libyan.
people. It was attended by more than 600 délegates from
86 countries rebresenting 260 organisations including'
political parfies, liberation movemnent s, trade unions and
international bodies.

All Guerrilla tiainees frombabroéd were checked
in and out of the Libyan Capiﬁal by computer.57 The .
reception centre in the Palace of the People, was run

by aArab Liaison Bureau, and the Libyan Secret

o4. ~ Nathan Alexander, #%The Foreign Policy of Libys'
- Inflexibility a mid Change®, Qrbgs.(vol.24,
no.4, winter, 1981) p.83 o

50a Mobammand Mazali, “Libya puilds an anti-american
Front" The Middle East,{no.841, October 1981),p.24
56. Ronald Brauce st. John. ®Libya's ‘new' “Foreign

Policy" Contemporary Review,{London, vol.2 & 3,
no. 1410, July 1983), p.16.

57, " News Week, 7 March 1981, vol. XCII, no.10, p.16.
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sexvices. After graduation the trainee gets pasz-

ports, pocket money for the home trip and one or
58 :
two weapons. - For Europeans, it also includesthe

addresces of Libyan back-up committees in Rome,

b

Brussels and Frankfurt.

Libya organised a meeting of friendly radical
Arab groups in March 1935 in which Col. Qadhafi
announced the formation of ?PénnArab Comraand' which
would assume responsibility for the command of

revoluticnary forces in the Arab homeland. The meeting

onary vieclence and

[

also decided tc adopt revolut
armed struggle" as a measure of achleving the aims of

59
the component movercritse

Support to non-arab insurgent groups

Col. Qathafi regards his zacred duty to heip
the oppressed people in different countries. There
;s no definite evidencer to show the dumber of
insurgent groups who have links with Libya =nd tﬁc_extent
of support they get;° Libyan support to radicsl move-
ments, has been notoriously enatic, a fact that haé

contributed to the decline of his reputation in radical

58.  1Ibid, p.16.

59. Time, vol.129, no.17, 27 april 1987, p.z0.
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circles and has made concrete estimates of the libyan
role in promoting instability impcssiblee.
Its relations with IRA and hMuslim insurgents of the

Philipines are established facts.

About his support to IRA he said, "If we assist
the Irish people it is simply because here_we See a small
people still under the yoke of Great Britain and fighting
to free themselves from it. 4&nd it must alsc be remem-
bered that the revolutionaries of the Irish Republican
Army are striking and striking hard, at the power which
has hWowoilioted the arabs for centuries.él According to
Col. Qathafi, his aid to IRA enables him to kill two birds
in one stone. When British authoritizs seized Cladia,

a ship lecaded with arms for provisional IRA, Col. Jathafi
stopped his direct érms s aid and confined himself to
moxral and political support. But after the‘Trip&li bOmbihg
the material support has bean renewed. Y“Because the
British government had declared war on us by letting the

. e . . . 62
Anerican planes tzke off from its territory to bomb Libya.

Since 1971 a fairly well organised lMuslim
guerrilla movement, the Moro National Liberation Front

{ 3AWTT 4 : .
\MNLE) has bean conducting guerrilla warfare

60. anderson, no.lo, p.200
610 BianCO; no 2[ po 15‘:.1'.
6 2. : Indian Express, 13 april, 1287, p.10.



and at times, fullscale military operations to

end the.control of Manila and athain self-rules

of the thirteen southern provinces of the Phili-
ppPines. ©On the basis of all the evidence available
to him in November 1976. Presidént Marcos seems

to have concluded that Col. gathafi was the main
source of arms, fund and incitement and that the
key to a solution might be in Tripoli. Mis. Imelda
Marcos visited Libya on a special diplomatic mission
to settle the insurgency problem.63 After & month
of the visit talks €ook place in Tripoli, half &
world away_from the scene of the jpjoro conflict,
between the Philippines government emlssaries,Islamic
Conference envoys and MULF representatives. A
preliminary peace acccerd was Signed on December 30,
1976 in Tripoli, which failed to work. In the mean-
time MNLF splitd. firstly intoc two and finally iﬁto
three factions, each with a scparate lost country.
The division led to the decline of Col. Qathafi's

interest in MILF. 64

63. Colley, ne 24, pPo.224.

649 Ibidl pe 2240



He also maintained good relations with
the Marxist leaders from Nicaragua, El Salvador
and Guatemala. He promised them, Libyan Oil in
generous terms if they had managed to seize power
frém the pro-US regimes in their respective countries.
He supports the anti-American groups for "carfying
the fight against USA, Israel's main supporter,

into the enemy's éamp'.65

It is not only Libya supporting insurgency
and instability ggainst enemy regimes. But the
enemy regimes also support the dissident movements
based in Egypt and other countries. Various Libyan
Opposition'leaders and movements are actively .
supported by Egypt, saudi Arabia and iraq.“ The
Western powers particulérly America, supported by
Britain and PFrance, has tried and attempted to over

throw col. Qathafi,fegime.66

65, Bianco, n.3, P.l54.

66. A well organised plan to overthrowing Col.
Qathafi by military Corp which failed is
narrated in Paligot Roga, "The Plot to Unsent

Qathafi", The Middle East ]‘.m'-. €2, August 1981y,
P. 34, :




CONCLUSION

The majority of the Third World countries
~emerged as modern states after the establishment

of the United Nations system. Their represen-

]

[}

tation in the deliberations for the creation o
the international system was inadequates The
small number of states of the Third World who
ttended the discussions‘could not take an

independent ‘line from the two main contendin

te

parties due to theilr political and technical handi-
caps. The inequtious system combined vith
the political and economic disabilities of the

Third World made them ideal grounds for th

@

.

h

ﬁ.
[}

competion of the two super powers. Jm ©

b

we rds the Third wWorld countriés bacame
cbjects in internatiohal politics rather than
subjects. HoWever, they have been striving
gﬁédually to modify the intemational system
in a manner that would be more rés?onsible

to their needs and serve their interestse
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The leaders of the Third World Countries
realised that they had é comeon past of
servitude and a broad commonalty of interests
in their post-independent period. So they
have ddopted comron strategies to secure
justice and independent status. The Non-
aligned Movement gave'them the first instiument
of collective bargaining vhich is their most
'beffective strategy: This was due to their
numerical strength vhich was their only
capability; Collective bargaining and
multilateral diplomacy further developed in
the form of UNCTAD in 1964 and other multi-
lateral foruﬁs:

The Third World countries are still
dependent upon the Western wrld for their
economic development: The trade relations
are heavily in favour of the West. The
aid and loans vhich they get bilaterally
from the Western countries have trapped them

in vicious circles of debt; The West headed
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by the United étates is'tﬁe principal opponent
of anf genuine refom in the intemmational
economic system demanded by the Third World
countries. The Second World headed by the
Soviet Union is sympathetic to the Third
World countries, since they have nothing to
loose from the economic reform in the inter-
national system: So, for all prattical

pu rposes the North is synonymous with the
West, in particular the U.S.

The South has not achieved much from the
negotiations with the North; For procgresgsive
growth of'thgir econonics and indirectly
their strength, these countries have developed
the Straﬁegy of South-South co~operation as a
supplement to North-South negotiations: Cartel
diplomacy in the most successful strategy of
Third wérld diplomacy in”addition to multi-
lateral diplomacy and regionalism: |

Some Third World countries had have the
audacity to challenge the Western interests

-even at the bilateral level; They have done
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this, not because they have capabilities like
‘the great powers but due to their leddership
and ideological convictions: At different
timés countries like Algeria, Cuba, Vietnam,
Libya, Syria and Iran have challenged Westemn
powers and their interests: In particular,
Libya has challenged American interests in
West Agia and French interest in Sub-Saharan
Africawand all NATO members' interests in the
Mediterranean Sea. The Libyan Leader Muammer-
al-Qathafi has opehly declared the 'Uamahiriya‘
as the leader of the stfuggle against
imperialism, racism and reaction. Méterial,
Political and moral support to all frevolu-
tionary forces! id the WorBd is the accepted
value‘of.Libyan diplomacy: |
| Col. Qathafi is a real independent Leader
of Libya: He was visible attributes of his
masseéf His integfity, honesty and commitment
to his pedple and causes have given him a position
in their hearts. He is probably the only
Third World leader who strived and enunciated a

Gistxinct line non-conversing with the tWwo



ruling ideology} His failure ﬁo make a
place for the ideoloéyvis not due to its
shortcomings, but it is the limited
capabilities of Libya.

The mest important goal of Col. Qathafi's
diplomacy is to regain the past glory of ﬁhe
Arab n ation by mérger or unity of all Arab
states and to establish a Palestinian homeland
after annihilating Isrzel as a state. It was
only to achieve this goal that he staged a coup
Wi th the help of his associates in the ar_rﬁyﬂ.'"
All his plans and policies, initiatives and
decisionsmvolve around this aim:

In the early years, he tried to follow
an independent foreign policy bélievingﬁthat
the super powers cannot be a real friend of
" the Arab nation, because their interests was
to bring the Arab states under their influencee
Although he removed the British and the American
bages, his vehement criticism of communalism
and communists in the region, and actions
against the Soviet interests made the US

think of Libya as a potential allye.



The US intelligence provided an security
umbrella to Col. thafi against rival
conspiracieé; He had commercial and economic
rélations with the West and the Socialist bloc,
withqut any compromise at the political'level:
“V// ‘Thg vaested intgrest; éf the ruling
elites of different Arab states was challenged
by the mergef plans of Col. Qathafi;'
Consequently their response lacked enthusiasm
and all his plans of merger and unity failed.
A.néw pover eguation emerged in the Middle
East after the October 1973 war wich gave a
severe jolt to the independenty foréign policy:
of Libya. Egypt, Sudan and Saudi Arabia
formed a group supported by the United States.
Egyptial4q policy of rappioachment with Israel
alienated and frustrated Col: QathafiQ The
Country which was his source of inspiration
riow became his chief enemf; As the hostibfyf'
beﬁween Libya and Egypt intensified, Libya's |

21172 towards the Sbviet Union increased.
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Opposition to the US and Westem influénce,

in the region provided Libya and the Soviet

nion a common:interest'Which became the basis
of LibyaaSoviet relations. Libya accumulated
a disproportionate qﬁantity of sophisticated
arms, which it couldnct use: With the Soviet
arms came the Soviet experts and Bast Gernam
security men. The Libyan leader who did noct
waﬁt to see any reninent ©f foreign influence
when he came to povwer, was forced by the situation
to compromnise the hard won independence with
the Soviet Union. In early 1980*'s the

Soviet naval ships started paying visits to
Likbyan ports: Now, Col. Qathafi is even trying
to become a membef of the Warsaw Pacﬁ:. |

Iﬁ spite & convergence of interests
, Col. Qathafi never compromised wth his ideology;'

He is fully confident about the'SUperiority
of his Third Theory over Communism; Libva
made all possible efforts to expart the theory

to the outside world. For instance ke tried to
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woo Nicaragua through aid wth the intention

of replacing communism in that country with

the Third Theory: He reorganised the Libyen

embassies and Foreign Ministry for the

export of his resolution. For achieving

Arab unity he distorted Islam to make.room

fa Christians and Jews, because he believes

that one nation shéuld.haVe one religioﬂ:

For reélising this end any meané was justified:
Tﬁe only substantial resource which |

Libya has is the Oil. It provides money

for devélopmeﬁt'of Libya and its extemal

involvement. In the early 1970's Libya

spéarheaded the OPEC radicalisﬁ. The boldness

and determination with which the ;Qgi@gundertOOk

0il negotiations at the appropriate time wi th

apt stragegy of selecting most vulnerable coil -

company changed the balance of power in the

0il induq%ry; The Multinational companies

loét tﬂeir control over price detemmination, proiuc-

tion and marketing management at different phases
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of negotiation to the producing countries. In
the final phase of oil diplomacy Libya along
with other Arab states used its o0il as a
political ingtrument against their adVersaries;

o .
The innovative style of Libyan oil diplomacy
played a major role in achieving a dominant
position for the Arab states vis-a~vis the
multinations.

_The glut in the o0il market has created
problems for Libya. Its national income
has fallen sharply. So various austerity
measures have been taken on the domestic
front. The financial constraints have
affected its support to dissident and anti-
establishment movements. However the Libyan
Leéder has not completely given up this
policye. ?or instance, he organised a conference

of the 'revolutionary and mrogressive peace



mo»&ements‘ of the Pacific region in April

1987 at Tripoli. The representatives of

.the Australian aboriginals also participated

in the confersnce. Australia regardedlit

as the interference in its domestic affairs

and gevered diplomatic relations with Libya

in May '198_7”._ In June 1987 meeting of the

South Pacific leaders, the ‘*Libyan threat!®

was an issue of thevagenda. This shows that

Libya despite the financidl constraints is

still making efforts to help the revolutionary

a nd progressive movements in the w rlde
Though it is true that to some extent

Col. fQathafi supports ‘terrorism! it has

been blown out of proportiocn by the lWestern

media. He is neither the sole nor the

.prodominant éeéigner and propagator of *terrorism'.

There was ‘terrorism' in the region and
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in the west.before Col. Qathafli came to

pover and it is bound to be there until

the Arab-Israeli problem is solved
perma2nently in a jusﬁ manner acceptable to

all pafties. The regimes (moderate Arab

and neighbouring African countries),

who charge him with subversion or interference
in their internal affairs do the same

againét the cclonel by supporting dissident
groups working aéainst hime. After all
neither revolution nar destabilisation

can be exported in a sultecase. There

are grievances in these societies, which

lufe outside powers to fish introubled waterse
These regimes ﬂno'failed in resolving their
intemal problems got an easy scapegodt in
the name of Col. Qathafi who is too eager

to support or at least makelall chaims of

support. Libyan involvement in Chad is a very
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complex problem. Dissension and civil war
is inherent in the country's social and
political strucﬁure. There was never
peace in the country after independence

in 1960. Libya cannot remain blind and
unaffected by the haprenings of a
neighbouring country with wich it has close
historical, ethnic, religious and cultural
ties. The close relations between
southemn Libyva and northzrn Chad cannct

be ignored: The arbitrakily drawn borders

among different states in Africa amé a

[ e

egacy, to whichfthe present stateg have been
linging which in turn breeds hostility and
sometimes clashes betwesn them,

The analytical study of Libyan diplomacy
shows that if a Third World Country has

high aspiration in its region outside, it
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has to compromise its independence with
one‘super pover or the other. This is
because the super powers have all

interests in every region of the world. The
aspirations of any regional pover is

bound to clash with one of the two super
powers. To face that supe r power,

the regional pover will have to 5onverge its
interests W th the other. The anti-
communist policies of Libya in its early
years converged v&th.the'antiecommunism

of amerxica. In the later years Libyan
anti~americanism due to its unconditionél
support to Israel, converged With the
lSoviet interests in the region and its
anti-Americanism. As the_libyan hostility

with America and its regional ally Egypt
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intensified, ‘Libya's dependence upon the
Soviet Union has increased. The best
course for a Third World country is to
channalise all its resouncés to achieve
the goal of social, political and economic
development and to create a homogenous
society free from-majof conflicts and crises.
The participatién i}ginternational politics
should be through the UN system, the NAM
and the regionai organisations. At the
bilateral leval, it should pursue its
diplomacy tactfully and avoid any direct
conflict with a super power if it wants tb
maintain its independence and achieve the

goal of all round development.

— T
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