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CHAPTER -I 

INTRODUCTION 

I 

The history of education in India is also the history of 

social inequalities. Divisions of caste, class, community and 

sex have distinct correlations with the distribution of education. 

Of these, the one single factor that has dramatically influenced 

the course. of education in India is the division based on sex. 

Over the ages, women have been curtailed in their access to 

'society's reward to power, prestige and privileges. The case of 

women' s education reinforces these disparties. An ample proof 

of these inequalities is evident f~om the statement of the current 

National policy of education, according to which, 11 the education 

of girls should receive emphasis not only on grounds of social 

justice but also because it accelerates social transform~tio~1 • 

Despite reiteration of the' importance ·of education for 

both sexes, the rate of literacy for males was 46.74% and for 

.females 24.~ according to the 1981 census. The lower 

educational level of women vis-a-vis men as well as the manifest 

disparity in their education, is a continuation of an established 

1. ~ducational Development of Women in India, Ministry of 
Education and Culture, -Govt. of India, New Delhi. 1982. 
p. 18. 
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trend of the history of education in India2• This is evident 

from the investigations of the Department of public instruction 

beginning from the late 19th century to the early half of the 

20th century, as well as the census records in the pre and post 

independence era. 

Why early 20th century ? 

The wide gap between the education of males and females 

as well as the distinctly lower educational level of women 

necessitates a socio-historical analysis of the efforts for 

educating women and the response to it. An investigation of the 
• 

I 

position of the education of women' in the early half of the 20th 

century, would enable us to view it at a time, when the Government 

of India had realised the extremely backward condition of female 

education and even admitted the need to foster female education 

·in every legitimate way3• A study of female education at the 

beginning of this century would also provide a relevant background 

for a query of the contemporary predicament of women' s education. 

Why U.P. ? 

The education of women varied regionally in India. As far 

back as 1897 it was noted that, 11 the N orth-ltl estern Provinces and 

2. Report of the National Committee on Women's ed·.1cation 
Ministry of Education 1959. p. 28. 

3~ The Report of the Ingj n E9-J!Q.gJ!_qn._g_q!!!!!!ission, 1882. 
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Oudh have made far less progress in female education than 

any other part of India" 4• 

Even after the standardization of the literacy test in 

1911 5, the census noted that U.P •. was amongst the backward states 

in women's education. The all India rate of female literacy was 

f;t, while U.P •. had only .:f;t literate females. On the other hand, 

while the all India rate of male l'iteracy was 10.6%,U.P •. had 

only 6.1% literate males6• The 1921 census noted improvement in 

the relative position 

M 

India 13.9 

U.P •. 7.3 

of female 

1921 
F 

2.1 

0.7 

7 education in U.P. 

1911 
M F 

10.6 1.0 

6.1 0.5 

Reports of the ·progress of education in India as well as 

· consecutive censuses noted, that in the early half of the twentieth 

century the Madras, Bombay and Ben'gal Presidencies performed 

better than the United Provinces in the education of women. An 

examination of the social framework of these Presidencies reveals 

that, though sex-segregation was universal the nature of its 

manifestation was distinctly different in U.P. and Bengal as 

compared with Madras and Bombay Presidencies, while parda 8 

4. ~~~~~~~~~~~=-~~==~~~~~=--1893-97, 
p. 307 .. 

5. Census of India 1911, Pt. 1. Report. p. 295. 

6. Ibid., 1911, Pt.1. Report. p. 295. 

7. Census of India 1921, Report .. p. 182; Also see n. 5. 

8. P arda will be speW as such throughout this thesis. 



characterized Northern India., Madras and ~om bay presidencies 

were relatively free of these practices. It is significant to 
" 

note that the latter two presidencies also had a higher female 

literacy rate vis-a-vis the parda dominated presidencies, 

despite rampant prejudices to women's education. The 1911 census 

pointed out : 

"it would seem as if the ,diffusion of female education 
varies inversely with the prevalence of the ££rda system. 
In the south of India the ipfluence of .. me.~riarchiate, 
or tne custom of tracing descent through the female heir, 
has also to be reckoned with. Where this custom prevails, 
women occupy a higher position than elsewhere and this 
appears to have influenced the educational facilities 
afforded to them. The proportion of literate females is 
highest in Burma,where there is no seclusion of women 
and in Cochin and Travancore, where also they move about 
fairly freely and where, in,addition, there is a large 
Indian Christian community and many of the castes 
recognise matrilinear decent" 9. 

The response to women's education within the United 

Provinces, significantly, showed a differential achievement. 

Western U.P •. offered relatively more sui table grounds for 

literacy than Eastern U.P., on account of being relatively more 

urbanised and industrialized. However, disparities between the 

education of the sexes continued to exist in the relatively 
, 

urbanised and industtialized Western U.P. as well as the relatively 

rural,non-urban and non-industrial Eastern U.P. Significantly, 

both the 1921 and 1951 censuses point to 'social reasons' for the 

9.· Census of India 1911, Vol."!', Part I. p. 294. 
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relatively higher female literacy rate in the Western Himalayan 

region. The absence of parda, specially was cited as a reason 

for better response to women' s education. The presence of parda 

implied to _have hindered female education. The connection 

between women's education and the social millieu, specifically 

the practice of parda ,:·.:·: :~· · :":·. > · · .:. ·, seems highly potent and hence 

forms the focus of this contextua~study of one of the most 
/ . 

educationally backward states· of India - U.P. 

Before we discuss the social context of women'~ education 
, .. 

and especially the concept of parda, and investigate its impact 

on women's education in U.P., it would be relevarit to survey the 

origins of female education in Indi~. 

Origins of women's education 
A brief historical account. 

• • 

Despite many references to educated women in ancient and 

medieval India, the degree and level to which women as a whole 

were formally educated, remains controversial • 

. The pioneering work in the field of women's formal education 

was undertaken by missionary enterprise though the zenwa system 

of instruction. The zenan~ schools started in the early 

nineteenth century were exclusively girls' schools and were 

staffed who~lyby women. Though initially set up for the children 

of Christian converts, they, subsequently, catered to the education 
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of non-Chiristian girls also. They introduced domestic 

instruction in the families of the middle and higher classes. 

By the early half of the twentieth century missionaries had also 

opened day schools for Indian gi·rls. 

Britishers, as well as other foreigners and the'Indian 

social reformers and revivalists made significant contributions 

to female education in Ind.ia 10• /T·hey worked either through 
/ 

voluntary organisations or independently. Women's education 

received a tremendous fillip through Englishmen who realised the 

1 necessity of placing it firmly on a secular basis and organising 

it through indigenous effort. Among them, were David H ar~, who 

established a school for girls in 1820 in Calcutta, and conducted 
I 

it at his own expense 11 • Prof. Patton of the Elphinstone College, 
. I 

Bombay was responsible for the establishment of the students' 

literary and scientific society, in 1848, which organised a 

number of girls':'schools in the city12 • J.E.D._Bethune, a 

member of the council of the Governor General and the President 

of the Council of Education in Bengal, established a girls' 

school at Calcutta and maintained it from his o-wn funds till his 

death in 1851. It was then· taken over by Lord Dalhousie who also 
~ 

paid for its mainte:qance from his private purse for nearly 5 years 13 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

S. Nurullah & J.P. N aik: A history. of. .eQ:!.!Q:rtiqn._!:r:! J.n_g~~L 
(d~rinp: the British Pe;riod} 2nd ed' Dellii; Macmil-lan, .1.95:l.!i. 
':p -~ 164'.~: . • 

-· s. Nurullah & J.P. Naik, 112.1Q., p. 184. 

S. Nurullah & J.P .. N' aik, JJ2;i J. , p. 189. 

S • N urullah & J • P • N aik, jJ g. , p. 187. 
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A major contribution to female education was made by Mary 

Carpenter, an American missionary, who visited India in 1886. 

She suggested that the main obstacle in the promotion of female 

education was the lack of trained female teachers. She advocated 

the establishment of female normal training/ schools14• Miss 

Carpenter also founded the National India Association in aid of 

social progress and education in Ipdia. I tS'• .. chief objective was 
/ 

to promot~ education among the women on non-missionary principles, 

partly by sending out ~eachers to the zenana and partly by grant-in

aid and scholarships to schools for girls and ~ernale students~ 5 

Several Indian also began to lend their support for the 

organisation of special schools for girls and to break down the 

traditional popular resistance against the education of women. 

Notable among them was Raja Ram Mohan Roy. H e played a significant 

role in raising the status and improving the lot of women and in 

emphasizing the need for their education. Similarly, P~ndit 

I shwar. Chandra Vidyasagar was responsible for the establishment of 
16 

a number of girls' schools in the late 19th century in Bengal • 

He believed in making full use of any loopholes provided in the 

Shastras to arouse a social conscience. Pandit .!Madan Mohan 

Tarkalankar one of the pandits of the Sanskrit College at Calcutta, 

14. s. Nurullah & J.P. Naik, .ilJ.i.g., p. 390. 

15. R..Saraswati : The High caste Hindu Woman .1984 reprint. New De lhj 
Inter -India Publication, p. 110. 

16. Y.B. Mathur: Women's education in Ind..i2 ( 1813-1966). 
Bombay/Asia Publishing House, 1973. p. 25. 



compiled a series of elementary Bengali books specially designed 

for the education of women 17• Under the inspiration of Swami 

Dayanand, the Arya Samajists established schools and colleges for 

ttle education of girls in Northern India in the late 19th century. 

Similarly, PanditARamabai Saraswati declared that it was her duty 

to the very and of her ltfe to maintain the cause of women' s 

education. Ramabai Saraswati' s ,ad.vocacy ~f female education 

manifested· itself in the Bombay Presidency and she formed the Arya 

Mahila Samaj in Poona, to promote education among native women. 

It'$;,, branch societies were set up throughout the Bombay Presidency 18• 

By the second half of the 19th century, the Government 

moved from neutrality and indifference to financial assistance and 

concrete efforts to educate girls and women. The policy of the 

Indian Government first laid down in the 1854 despatch stated: 

" .. .the importance of female education in India cannot 
be overrated, and we have observed with pleasure the 
evidence, which is now afforded of an increased 
desire on the part of many of the natives to give a 
good education to their daughters •••• Our Governor 
General in Council has declared in a communication 
to the Government of Bengal that the Government ought 
to give to native female· education in India, its 19 frank and cordial support; in this we heartily concur" • 

17. Y .Bo Mathur, ~., p. 24, 

18. ~. Saraswati, op,cit., p. xvi. 

19. Selections from Educational Records, Part II, Calcutta, 1922. 
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On the recommendation of the Education Gommission of 

1882, higher grants were given to girls' schools than to boys' 

schools and on ·.e·~sia::r:-· terins. Also recommended was a concession 

in fees, award of prizes and scholarships, especially for girls 

above 12 years of age, as well as training ·schools for women. 

A liberal aid was promised to those under private management. 

Inducements were to be offered to- the wives of school masters and 

to widows .to qualify themselves as teachers. Grants to the zenana 

agencies and to local institutions and associations for the 

promotion of women' s education, for an increase in the number of 

female inspecting agencies, for the revision of text books and 

for the establishment ot an alternative standard for High schools 

corresponding to the matriculation examination were also 
' 20 ; 

recommended. 

\ 

Motivations : 

The foreign missionaries had aimed at increasing the ranks 

of Christians, whether it were the 1Protestant M·issions or the 

Roman Catholic Missions. They looked forward to a complete 

transformation of Indian life on an English model and men such as 

Macaulay and Trevelyan in fact carried the missionary impulse into 

21 every area of society •. On t~e other hand a chauvanistically 

20. Report of th~ I_ngian Eq~Qaj;_i_o_n C ommis.§ion, 1882,, pp. 545-8. 

21. F. Hutchins : The illusion of permanence,p£ri 1ceton 
Princeton University Pr·,·ss, 1967., p. 7. 
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Hindu organisation,the Arya Samaj, which dominated Northern 

India in the early 20th century zealously guarded itS.:,; Hindu 

ranks and with an equivalent anti-Christian missionaries fervotir 
. . ' 

supported and worked for female education and women' s rights. 

Various local Samaj's founded girls'. schools and sponsored lectures 

on the status of women22• 

The educated Indians and fqreigners, too, realised the need 

to ~waken t}:le Indian society. They also realised that. the· key to 

a successful progress of India would be in educating th.e Indians 

without discrimination of the sexes. The need for education among 

girls as much as among boys was recognised as a cardinal need 

of progress - .a~ ~ ..!1QD of national progress, by 192723 • 

The Government's motivation towards female education may 

.be seen in the actual frui ti tion of the efforts of several 

conscious people and organisations towards educating women, as 

well as the eocistence of a section'of public opinion not averse 
• 

to female education. This is confirmed by Sir Alfred Lyall' s 

opinion that, "mere establishment of schools would do little 

towards the spread of education among women; before any considerable 

progress is obtained, the natives must themselves lend their 

co-operation and full assent to the administnative measures of 

22. Jones. PJ-ya Dharma : Hindu C on.l>-,ci_ou§ness iJ]._19t)J. c~mtyry: 
Pun.iab New Delhi Manohar, 1976.,pp. 103, 107. 

e • 

23. Rani Sahib of Sangli, Report .Q.fJ]..].._*ndi;a Women's 
Conference 1927. 
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Government, and a public opl.nJ.C?n less indifferent to the 

education of women must be fonned" 
24

• The Government declared 

that through the education of women, " ••••• a far greater 

proportional impulse is imparted to the educational and moral 

tone of the people than by the education of men" 2 5. 
-

Thus, the impetus to educate the. female population of 

India was matched by a distinct effort. It wijs motivated by 
. / 

a proselytising zeal, by philanthrophic and enlightened convictions-, 

a:rrd by pra~atic decisions~ of Indians· and foreigners. 

Prejudices to women' s education : 

I 

While efforts to impart education to women were evident 

from various quarters, educational records refer to prejudices 

against female education which were dominant in society. The 

notions p~evalent were that, a literate girl would become a 

~idow, that educating a girl was like putting a knife in her hands, 

that with education a girl became 'dushta'' that she would becooi'e 

wayward and disobedient26 , that, in fact, if parents did not 

marry off their daughters before the age of ten, the parents 

would be cast into hell27 • Abbe Dubois had noted that "the , 

24. Review of_J;.Q..~.9E.,tion in InQ.i?; 1886., p. 279. 

25. ffi, 1897-1902, Vol. I, Pt.I., p.· 298. 

26. · 'PEI, 1897-1902- 1937-47. 

27. B.M. Dayanand. A Study in ,induism ,Hoshiarpur. 1962 •. , p. 194. 
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immodest girls who are employed·in the worship of the idols, 

.and other public prostitutes are the only women taught to read, 

to 'sing and to dance. It would be thought the mark of an 

irregular education if a modest·woman was found capable of reading. 

She herself would conceal it out of shame" 28• Education for 

women was taken to mean a 'social revolution' , 11 the extent of which 

could not be foreseen". It was be-lieved, that while the lessons 

of emancipation were being learnt and stability had not yet been 

reached, i.e., while society was slowly struggling to adjust 

itself to the new conditions, the period of transition would be 

marked by "the loosening of social ties, the upheaval of customary 

ways and prolqnged and severe domestic embarassment" 29 • 
' 

Obstacles to wom~n' s education : · 

It is evident that these prejudices to female education 

presented major obstacles to the progress of the education of 

girls and women and were related to a wider framework of social 

norms. The records on education constantly refer to the indifference 

on the part of the people, to powerful opposing sociaJ customs 

and to lack of facili ties30• L t was noted by the Director of 

public instruction ·.that, 

28. Census of India :l911•ii Vol. I. P t.I., p. 295. 

29. Ibid., 1911. Vol. I. Pt. I., p. 295. 

30. ~·, 1892-97., P'P• 307-308. 
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"it is part and parce'l of a conviction that a woman' s 
place is in her home, and that home duties are enough 
fully to occupy her time from morning to night, if they 
are properly performed; while education would bring her 
into touch with the outside world and give her ~nterests 
beyond the home, which would only distract her attention 
from hei· heaven appointed task •••• In ·considerir g the 
education of girls, the people of this country rightly 
attach great importance to their moral welfare ·and 
believe that in their own homes they are safer from evil 
influences, than they would be in a school where the prime 
object is mental development rather than direct formation 

·of character. It is obvious that other hinderances to 
progress are found in the social customs of the people 
sue~ as the observance of parda in varying degrees of 
strictness, and early marriage •• 11 3t 

The report on the progress of education in India for 1907-1912 

.noted that, 11 the natural and laudable desire for education as 

an end in itself which is evinced by the upper and middle classes 

as regards their sons, is no match· for ~he conservative instincts 

. of the Muhamuddans, the system of early marriage among the Hindus, 

and the rigid seclusi.on of women which is characteristic of botb32• 
/ 

It was also noted that in U.P., apathy was taking the place of 

antagonism with many, and the equcation of girls was being 

linked up with their marriage prospects33• The census of 1921 

stated that, 

31. ~·, 1897-1902. Vol. I"' . !' Pt.I., p. 31. 

32. PEI., :. · .. :.1907-1912.,p. 211 .. 

33. Ibid., 1907-1912., p. 211. 
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"the spirit both of Br8.bmanism and of I slam is 
distinctly opposed to the education of the female 
sex. and there is little doubt that the women of 
India owe the growing facilities offered to them for 
acquiring literacy to the influence on the male section 
of the community of foreign standards and ideals, That, 
the education of women is unnecessary, unorthodox and r:-• .. _ 

dangerous, is still the standpoint of a large section 
of Indian society. It is still the predominant attitude 
of the Muhamaddans and J ains of the better class, 
though, in the· case of ~heir men, 'the ability to read 
and write is for the former a religious obligation, and 
for the latter, a professional necessity. The .scheme 
of life which orthodox tradition imposes on the women 
of India presents obstacles to education, which, if not 
insuperable, are at least formidable"34. 

An analysis of the social context within which the educational 

system. for women was functioning would therefore provide 

significant insights. 

I..hJL~ocial milieu of women's education: 

As is evident from the comments of the Directors of 

public instruction and Inspectresse's of education, as well as the 

reasons for the relatively backward female education in U~P., 

one of the most crucial factors in the Social milieu of U.P. which 

influenced women's education was the practice of parda. ?ar~ 

and seclusion practices in fact, stand out as the more stifling 

tentacles of the social system inN orthern India than for example, 

early marriage. It is thus imperative to analyse the concept of 

parda ·• 

34. Census of Il}_Q._!..§ 1921. Vol. I, Pt. I, p. 180. 
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Parda has been conventionally referrc~d to, in South Asia:• . 
as the seclusion and veiling of women. The indigenous parda 

literally means a 'curtain'. However, the word pardi is widely 

used throughout the .subcontinent to refer to modes of secluding 

the women from the sight of others, whether by delimiting the 

boundaries of her world i.e. by confining her within an enclosed 

space with the help of a curtain wall, screen, or by manipulating 

h~r clothing. The symbolism of clothing is perhaps the most 

striking device to ensure and maintain social segreg~tion of the 

sexes, as well as the seclusion of women. The actual mobility 
' of the woman was also restricted arrd curtailed by a spatial 

segregation. Parda, as a manipulation of clothing and visual 

separation butressed by spatial allocation to men and 'romen, forms 

only one aspect of parda. Another fispect of p~ , l:.es in the 

.necessity to conform to a code of conduct and behaviour expected 

of the woman, who is required to observe physical parda. The 

· behaviourial norms serve to ideologically circumscribe the female. 

The ethical ideal of female conduct is hence possible DESPITE the 

absence of a physical provision of parda. 

The purpose of parda can be seen as demarcating the world 

of women as separate from men and providing a symbolic shelter for 

women. 

Two distinct parda systems, the Hindu parda system and the 

Muslim parda system have been delineat~d by Papanek35. The Muslim 

35. H.Papanek and G. ""1inault ( er 
c;>f Purdah in Sou :~n_Asig .DeJ 

-10 

Separate WorlQ;;:Studies 
f;hanakya Publications 1~2r 
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system of P.arda was believed to deal iwi th the relationship of 

women with the outsiders. Parda, was hence to be observed 

from the males outside the trusted circle of Kinsmen. The 

Hindu parda system on the other hand, was believed to control 

women inside the family and kindred. It was thus related to the 

respect relations amopg affiness, particularly between the women's 

natal and conjugal kin. 

Specificity of parda : 

It is important to note that the parda complex manifests 

itself variously in different communities and quite different 

ideological justifications may be cited. Thus, the observance of 
\ 

seclusion is seen by many Muslims ·as an indication of Islamic 

orthodoxy and therefore, it has a religious value which it does 

·not have for Hindus, among whom it confers mainly secular 

prestige. In the case of Hindus and Muslims, pardS norms 

have essentially the same effect i.e. they limit the women's 

activities, outside the domestic sphere in varying degrees. 

The all encompassing nature of parda, needs to be 
./ 

stressed here. Literally the adherence to parda meant public 

invisibility of the women and for the women, i.e., pardS 

confined the women within their homes or even their zenanas. 

1In ideological terms, too, it implied circumventing the scope 

of the non-domestic sphere. The ideQlogy of parda gu~ded the 

different stages of life. Parda determined their marriage and 

relative status, as well as a related gamut of practices like 

sat!, enforced widowho' 1, child marr ages, polygamy and kulinism. 
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Social refonners' _,.focu§; on parda and 
other practic~s afJecting women : 

The negative effects·of the comprehensive practice of 

pardi on the lives of women, were in fact some of the crucial 

issues which the social reformers in India, sought to tackle. 

Indian social_reformer;s in the second half of the 19th 

century and_-.first half of the 20t~~ century, like Raja Ram Mohan 

Roy, I shwar Chandra Vidyasagar, M.G. Ranade, D.K. Karve, Dayanand 

Saraswati, Vivekananda and Gandhi, spoke- out strongly against -

the treatment meted out to women in Indian society. 

Ram Mohan Roy discovered that., the Hindu society with caste, 
I 

polygamy, Kulinism, suttee, female infanticide and other evils 

was rotten to its core. Deprived of education, confined to the 

zenanas and treated as dependents and inferiors, women were 

scarcely better than slaves. Roy advocated a complete reversal of 

this position so that women could lead a life of dignity and 

freedom. 36 Above all he pressed for their education. 

Keshub Chandra Sen felt~ that one of aspects of Indian 

Society which deni-ed human unity W£1S the low status of women. 

He felt, that the zenana required thorough reform. Sen:. advocated 

legislation and education as the means of elevating women. The 

objective of the Female improvement section of the Indian Reform 

Association, was to promote the intellectual, moral and social 

36. T. Chand : The history of fr edom movement in T ndia . 
Vol. II Delhi. Publication ivision, Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting 1967., pp. 54-255. 
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improvement of native women. The means which it proposed to 

employ for the attainment of this objective, were, the establishment 

of girls' schools, adult schools and normal schools, the publication 

of books and periodicals adapted to the female mind and conversational 

meetings. Dayanand Saraswati too, advocated equal rights for men 

and women in educatio~, marriage and the holding of propert~7• 

Am:ongst other things, Ranade too, persistently advocated the 

repudiation of the seclusion of women and the promotion of women' s 

education, · Lashing out against the old institutions and customs, 

he asked "what shall we revive" ? Shall we revive th~'~ satf and 

int'anticide. customs~i 3? ? 

Urging for a more just and~equal social order and combating 

. social injustice on women, Gandhi,_ ,enjoined society to tear down 

PH:fdah · "Chastity is not a hot house growth. It cannot be 

superimposed. It cannot be protected by the surrounding wall of 

parda. Men to be men, must be able to trust their women folk, 

even as the latter are compelled to t:rust them. Let us not live 

w.i th one limb paralysed" 39• 

That the social reformers did not concentrate. particularly 

on the Hindus or the Muslims, or for that matter any other 

37. Bahadur Mal : op,cit., p. 28, 

38, M.B. Kolaskar (Comp): Ranade,· Religious anq social refox:m. 
Bombay. PP• 170-71. 

39. M ~ Ko. Gandhi:· Women and social injustic~.Ahmedabad. 
N avjivan Trust, 1947, 
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specific community, indicates the permeation of the parda 

norm and ideology in society. Thts further substantiates 

justification for the focus of this study on oarda. 

Pard~ and women'. s education : 

It has been mentioned earlier that the social ,milieu 
~ 

specifically, the practice of parda ·was potently linked to the 

education of women. Thi-:s aspect shall now qe. examined.-

A common modus operandi with almost all missions was the 
~ 

system of zenana education. Women, who for reasons of parda or 

respectability, could not be sent out to public schools, could be 
\ 40 

eddcated at home by mission teachers • The·Indian Education 

Comm:j.ssion stated that "public sentiments :ke.ep them (women) 

secluded in zenanas' many from their infancy and many m'ore from the 

age of eleven or twelve. From this it follows that the educat¥bn 
; 

of girls of the better classes cannot be, carried on in schools 

to anything like completion, and that, in the.:·. case of many it 

cannot even be begunn 41 • Thus in many cases zenane teachers 

imparted instruction to those who otherwise may have been·wholly 

debarred from it~2 

40. s. Nunullah and J.P •. Naik (ed), oo.cit., p. 168. 

41. S. Nurullah and J.P. N aik ( ed) ~., pp. 394-395. 

42. s. Nurullah and J.P. Naik (ec) ibid., pp. 394-395. 



Apart from zenana instruction, the ordinary school 

instruction was also made available to female students. ~~However, 

the conscious efforts to streamlihe this eduction specially 

for girls, shows the operation of a parda ideology. 

The existent educational system in the early half of the 

half of the 20th century reveals, a differential attitude to the 

education of girls and boys. The/curriculum of study for both 

sexes reflects the dominant values of society. Girls were viewed 

in their familial roles i.e., as mothers and wives. Education for 
1 

them was seen in terms of the benefits to a family and not to the 

individual. Thus, home science, needle work, fine arts and 

hygiene came to be regarded as exclusively girl'',s subjects. 

Either, there was no provision to teach the girls science and 

mathematics or these subjects were ~ept optional. The teaching of 

arts subjects, took the first place followed by the apparently 

more technical science and professional subjects, at the higher 
. 4 

levels of education 3. 

The stronghold of P.arda on the lives of women wa·s 

acknowledged by the government and efforts were to be made to 

structure educational facilities accordingly. It was declared 

that 11 in future, schools should be so organi~ed as t<' meet, on 

the one hand, the needs of the rnajori ty who will spei .d their lives 

43. PEI ( 1897-1902 to 1937-L•7). -
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in the zenana and whose education wi·ll cease at an early age, 

and on the other hand, those of the small but important 

minority who will take to professional service or play, a part 

·.in the progressive section of Indian Society''. Even for the 

11 girls of the second type" it was considered that the standard 

of attainment should correspond with that of bo~s' schools as 

far as it was possible44 , thereby'indicating that the standards 

of educational attainment in the boys' and girls' schools were 

d~stinctly different. 

However, official declarations regarding women' s education 

also helped to institutionalize narda. The despatch of 1915 

noted that 11 the oppressive effect 9f examination upon girls 

has been a matter of constant complaint. The Government of 

I ndi8:, endorsed the view of the commission, that in the case of 

P.ardanashin schools, there should be some form af examination 

:at the end of the course, but, that it should not be compulsory, 

-and that it should be differentiated from the corresponding 

examination for boys and conducted in part through oral tests, 

by competent visiting women examiners; and that in non-parda 

schools, it woul~ be the'du~y of the secondary and intermediate 

Board to ensure that the standards of attainment represented by 

the examination correspond to those of the examination for the 

44. Despatch from the Secr~tary 9f ~tate 
· 5th Nov. 1915. . 

>; J S"' J-A-T. t.,P-1 ~ '2- r N Lf 
f\1_) 
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boys, though, this would not imply the use of identical papers" 45. 

The view that examinations were oppressive for girls and that a 

separate set of papers were n@cessary for the examinations of 

girls, underlined the notions of the girls or women as the 

weaker sex, or as the sex which required the paternalistic 

umbrella in the field of education. 

In a similar view, can be/seen the occasional shorter 

hours of instruction for girls. Some schools, paid attention 
I 

to physical training. A special course·· of callisthenics was 
I 46 prescribed in place of drill and gymnastics • 

There were lofty official proclamations in favour of 

female education. But, the importance accorded to female 
. . 

education, in practice or implementation is evident by the 

facilities extended to it. Very often, buildings condemned as 

unfit to house boys' schools were considered good enough 

_,for a girts schooland old teachers past their pedagogic utility 

were transferred to girls'' schools 47• 

In fact, the dearth ·~·of ,competent teachers . for girls' 

education was a serious problem. While p~ had prevented a 

substantial number of women from receiving education, it also 

prevented competent young male teachers from providing their 

services for girls' education. 

45. Despatch from the Secretary __ pf State forindi..a~.,p. 7. 

46o Y.B. Mathur, op,cit., p. 5?. 

47. ~ (1897-1902 to 1937-47) 
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Co-education was a feature of the education system. 

However, it was most popular only at the primary level, i.e. 

only for the younger age groups, who did not come under the 

sweep of pare!§. Special scholarships had to be offered to foster 

and even create a desire for the education of gir~s. Hostel 

facilities were also· essential. The services of sympathetic and 

.well qualified tnspectresses were·,....as necessary as female teachers 

and escorts· to bring female students to school. Thus, the 

maintenance of a girl' s school was more expensive than. that of 
I 

boys' schools - to the extent that rates of aid, even when 5c% 

higher than those those for boys failed to cover the additional 

expenditure which was required. 

Socia·l reformers anq women'§. education : 

The efforts· of social refor~ers and their re la~'" ive success 

in the cause of women' s education struck a promising llote and 

indeed remains praisewo:r,th'yj. However, spcial reformers never 

ventured beyond the perimeters ~f the traditionally sanctioned 

ideals of women. The attempts and goals of social reformers to 

educate women, highlight the degree to which the notions of the 

traditional role of women wa$ entrenched. The establishment of 

.girls' school by the reformers marked no radical departure from 

the principle of sex-segregation. Parda was to be observed in 



schools, 'if not more strictly than that observed at 1ome' 48• 

To attract girls to schools, Arya Samajists even advocated a 

minimum distance of five .ko~ between the schools for boys and 

the schools for girls~ • 

Proponents of education stressed, that the vernacular 

education would ena~te girls to fulfill their duties better in 

· the household. Such an education obviously would have offered 
,/ 

no threat to the male· order. English education for girls was 

opposed as they feared that this would draw girls away from the 

~deas and traditions of the household, towards the anglicised world. 

The fears that thi$ anticipated drawing away of girls from the 

household or the extension of female education created is evident 
' 

from the statement of Lala :Stund·e,t .Dasp p.n Arya Samaj social 

reformer. He stated, "the education given to our girls should 
\ 

49 not unse<x them" . 

Similarly, Gandhi wrote, 11M an is supreme in the outward 

activities of a married couple and thereof, it is in the fitness 

. of _things that he should have a greater knowledge thereof. On the 

other hand, home life is entirely the sphere of women and 

therefore in domestic affairs, in the upbringing and education of 

48. 

49. 

G. Minault, ( 1982) Purdah's Progress : The Beg-innings of 
School Education for Indian Muslim women inJ.Sharma { ed) 
Individuals and Ideas in Modern .In ... <;ij.a, Calcutta, KLM 
Publishers, Calcutta, p. 91. 

Tribune, April 11, 1894, p. 5. 



children, women ought to have more knowledge. Unless courses 

of instruction are based on a discriminatory appreciation of 

these basic principles, the fullest life of men and women 

cannot be developed50 • Gand~f~ call for women's participation 

in the political struggle brou,ght forth a response, unprecedented 

in the annals of Iridian history. However, it was made within 

the framework of a woman's traditional role of a mother and wife 

i.e. the framework which guided the education and social 

interaction of women. 

Evidently, Parda was a crucial variable in determining, 

not only whether women would receive education at all, the level 

of education they were to be permitted to and the venue of 

schooling, but also the kind of education they were to receive in 

terms of quality and content. 

Relevant literature : 

The theme of the dilectics of yarda and women' s education, 

is thus crucially valid in the field of education in India. 

However, the paucity of literature on this theme hinders a 

clear understanding or a wider perspective of the problem in 

India. Therefore, : Nl'linault''s work on parda and Muslim women's 

education deserves special citation. 

50. M • K. Gandhi : op. cit. : 



Minaul t 51 ., critic ally discusses some of the early efforts 

to promote· women'; s education among Indian Muslims, the obstac.les 

they encountered and the justifications they offered. Minaul t,c...,...;ti<-olly 

discusses the subject in the context of general British (including 

missionary) endeavours to introduce western education into India. 

She also notes ·the ideas and activities which ha~ a bearing on 

Muslim women's education of notable men such as Khwaja Hali, 

Sir Sayyid, I man Shafi, Shaikh Abdullah, the Ali brothers and 

prominent women such as Begum Shah Nawaz, Begum Abdullah and 

'B e gum A li ' Ala bi 1 • 

The author points out, that the role of women' s education 

was seen ·in i.ts potentiality to strengthen I slam as a faith and as 

a social order. Thus, she argues that parda may have been 

granted a new respectability and a new lease of life by being 

institutionalized behind the high walls of gir~s' schools, 

:with detailed rules for parda observation. Minault infers, that 

if 11 parda acted as a drag upon the engine of progress, it also 

provided opportunities - and the justification- for women's 

service to other women", which explained their involvement in 

professions such as education and medicine. 

Carrolls' study52 of women, religion and development in the 

third world, mentions the importa .. ·-:e of Muslim women' s perception of 

51. G. Minault: ibid, 1982, pp.7L ·77. 

52o T .F. Carrolls : Women, religio. 
the third world. New York. ·Pra. 

and developh~t in 
ser. 1983. 
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the re lationshi.p between I slam, parda and education. She 

points out th.at the belief exists, that Islam stipulates parda • 

This belief preyents breaking of the bonds of parda and helps 

keep the women ignorant. 

Mathur53 and Mishra54 focus on the history of education 

of women, in general and cursority mention parda and other 

social evils as obstacles in the progress of women's education. 

In the context of stydying the 'woman' question, it is 

imperative to note, that the existent literature in Indian history 
f 

does not even implicitly recognise gender differences in society. 

Women, are referred to only under specific headings of 1 social 

condition~·, of a historical period. Thus, for instance, the 

policies of the colonialists re.garding land reforms, as well as 

the consequences of the disruption of traditional economy, and 

the development of modern industries are seen in terms of 

affecting the mass of the Indian population in terms of their 

· class and caste and even religion, but the population is implicitly 

regarded as a unisexual - 'He' , 'Him' or 'His' • That, the changes 

may have had strong and far-reaching but different repercussions 

for men. and women is not considered at all even in recent 

publications. Examining; the Indian economy under British rule, 

53. 

54. 

Y.B. Mathur.:. op.cit. 

L. Mishra : Education of women in India 1921-1966. 
Bombay, MacMillan ( 1966). 

\. 
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Rothermund55 , notes that British rulers introduced their laws 

and courts in India, enabled the rise of a pseudo bourgeousie 

and drove peasants into the hands of the money-lenders. He 

also notes that 1 the educational system gave rise to a 

substantial educated elite but failed to mention that repurcussions 

on women would be different. Similar ·ommissions can be pointed 

out in D.N. Jha' s study56 of early Indian econ~ history, and 

Dewey and Hopkins' study57 of the.~economic aspect of the 'imperial 

impact on Africa and India, Dharma Kumar and Megnad Desai 

. 58 , I edlted voluminous work on the economic history of ndia which 
' 

barely mentions women. The importance of this neglected aspect 

is demonstrated by Rogers' study59 of discrimination in developing 

societies. She highlights a delib~rate domestication of women. 

Rogers, reasons that accumulation of wealth was channeled through 

men as the heads of households, which set in motion a deliberate 

legal discrimination between the two sexes. 

Arguing against the academic marginalization of one sex 

of the total population, as well as issues intricately connected 

with it, Sharma states60 that fin so far as narda contributes to 

55. D. Rothermund: Indian economy under British rule and other 
essays, New Delhi, Manohar. 1983. 

56. D.N. Jha : Studies in the early Indian economic history, 
Delhi, Anupm~ Pub. 1980 .. 

57. C.Dewey and A.G. Hopkins (ed). The imperial impact: Studies 
in the economic history_Qf Africa and India London, 
Athlone press 1978. 

58. D. Kumar & M. Desai (ed): ~ambridge Economic._Hi.:-c;tory of India, 
Bombay, Macmillan, 1982. 

59. 

60. 

B. Rogers : The domestiQ<:\ 
developing societies. Lond 

U.Sharma: Women_, work & p 
T avistock. 1980. 

lon of women. Piscrimj,.p§tion in r~ 
1, Tavistock, 1980. 
perty in N orth-lN est India. London, 
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the ordering of the political and economic life of the village, 

it needs to be discussed alongside such institutions as caste 

and factions, and not merely in the context of sex roles and 

domestic organisation•. That this view is not readily acceptable 

is ·evident from the response of those not conducting research on 
. . 61 

11 women" in a talk at the NMML in March' 84. A historian' s line 

of argument was, that di-fferent policies of the British had 
/ 

/ 

repurcussions for the population as a whole and hence there was 

no reason to see the population divided in terms of s.~x. The 

fear voiced was,. that at this rate there would be demands for 

a separate chapter on women' s oppression even in studies of 

peasants' struggleS. Such notions are characteristic of the 

general aca~emicians until their research is specifically connected 

with ·the "woman" question. Papanek refers to this as the 

"purdah" of scholarship62• In the context of research efforts 

concerning women in India she quotes Raj Krishna that, it has not 

yet become an area of general concern. The grooves of academics 

have yet to admit the need for concern. 

At another level probably, it can be reasoned that women 

never did form the significant portion of public actors so as to 

be a subject of concern for historians. But, if history is to be 

-----------------------------~-----~--------------------------------
61. Nehru Memorial Museum and library, New Delhi. 

62. H. Papanek : False specialization of the purdgh of 
scholarship .. Centre for Asian Development Studies. 
Boston University. January 1984. 
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regarded as E.H. Carr63 states,. a social process in which 

'individuals (i.e. men and women) are engaged as social beings, 

there is much to be reinspected and analysed in what has been 

written. 

In a similar view, M·111·· :-, points out that 11 •••• every 
- ' 

individual lives from one generation to the next, in some society, 

that he lives out a biography ana-that he lives out within some 

historical. sequence. By the fact of his living he contributes, 

however, minutely, to the .shaping of this society and to the 

'course of its history, even as he is made by society and by its 

historical push or shove" 64• Mill reasons that sociological 

imagination is crucial in any study of society. The implications 

point to the importance of every individual, male or female, in 

any society. 

The whole complex of values as they affect men and women 

also required a clarification. Ma:rx ( 1852) noted that, "men 

make their own history, but they do not make it, just as they 

please, they do not make it under circUmstances chosen by 

themselves •••••••••• u 6 5 "Mills ( 1959) 66, rightly J\?ints out that 

63 •. 

64. 

65.' 

E .. H. Carr : ~ is History ? England, Pelican Books. 1961. 

C .w. Mills : The Sociological imagination. Reprint 1980 
Penguin Books. 1959. p. 6. 

J{.Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of J:owis Bonaparte Reprint 
1969, New York. International Publication 1852. p. 15. 

66. c.w. Mills, op.cit., • 15. 
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in the post-modern climate of development in, economics, politics 

and violence, the chance for conscious human agency in history 

making, is uniquely available. However, in the context of cultural 

orientation atleast as it affected men and women in the early 

half of,' the twentieth century, it is possible to agree that 

men and women make their own history 11 ....... under circumstances ••• , 

directl'y found, given and transmitted from the past. The 

tradition of all the dead generations weigh like a nightmare 

on the brain of the living116D. 
68 

Banks, demonstrates, that the tradition of feminism which 

dominated 1920-60 Britain, stemmed from an evangelical tradition 

of moral reform which believed in tbe ideal of female superiority, 

Their superiority'was based on their role as wives and mothers, 

significantly, Britain largely provided the model for India, 

In the context of India, Mukherjee and Allen's study69 
' 

of women· in India and Nepal, provides a crucial and relevant 

perspective. The extent of a formative influence which Hindu 

ideology had on the evaluation of women, in Northern India is 

analysed. 
(_ 

The inherent contraditions in the low ritual status of ,.. 

67. K. Mark. op, cit., p. 15 • 

. 68. O. Banks : Faces of feminism. A study of feminism as 
a social movement. Oxford Martin Robertson. 1981. 

69, M. Allen& S,N. Mukherjee (ed): Women inindia and Nepal. 
Australian University Monograph on South Asia No, 8 
ANU ~ 1982. 
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women and their revered status as mothers is voted. Studies of 

women within the framework of conjugal relations and of 

intellegentsia examined in this volume highlight the j!Ilportance 

of the familial role of women to the exclusion of any other. 

Even the,_. female interligentisia developed to act· as intermediaries 

between the secluded women and the world outside, in a historical 

context of the freedom struggle. 

'significantly, Chaki Sarkar__s' stud.y70 of feminism in a 
/,. .... 

traditional. society too, revea~-ideological moorings of male 

superiority. Even though the Metei ideology does not underTJline 

the female role and the woman' s potential autonomy socially and 

economically and her high ritual status is distinctly evidentp 

they recognis~ the socio-structural superiority of men. 

An improvement of economic conditions or financial 

indep'endence did not solve the problem of the woman's secondariness, 

ideologically, in any matter which would have a bearing in the world 

. outside. This is effective'ly: demonstrated by the study of 

Kapur 71 and R .. Reiter 72 • The influence of traditional Hindu 

ideology on the lives of the women and the contradictory 

interpretations of their positions as godessess and wives is 

brought home by Jacobson & Wadley 73 In the context of analysing 

the hold of religious ideology in soc·ety, Carroll's . 

70. M.C. Sarkar: Feminism in a traditi9nal society; Women of 
the .. rJianipur Vallex, New Delhi. Shakti Books. 1984. 

·71. P.Kapur: Changing status of the wor~ing women in Indi£}, 
Delhi, Vikas 1974. 

72. R. Reiter ( ed): Tm.,rard an- anthropo]9gy of women. New York 
Monthly Review PreE:; 1975. 

73. D.Jacobson & s. Wac ey: Women in I \ia, Two perspectives •. 
New Delhi, M anohP 1977. 
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Study74 of women, religion and development in the third world 

is significant. Carroll argues for a recognition of the impact 

of religion on the woman's traditional position. She examines 

Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam to show that it is the 

typically ritualistic institutions of various religions which 

a·ctually prevail in society. These include customs, institutions, 

priestly interpretation and community biases. The ossification of 

.these, according to her, has had·~ particularly deterimental 

effect on women all over the world. The author also believes that 

' considerations of power whether religious or political, economic, 

or social guided the religious ossification. Mernissi'~s Study75 

of sexual dynamics in a morlern Muslim society -Morocco -

reinforces this point. Kumar's work 76 on the <Oudh peasants on 

the other hand also shows how religious texts could be used to 

mobilize people against imperialism and fight social evils like 

early marriage and polygamy • 

. Coomarswamy77, on the other hand does not accept the 

interpretation of women's secondariness. He in fact, sees in 

the Hindu culture itself, the freedom granted to the woman to 

realise herself as distinct from merely experessing herself. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

T .F. Carroll. op. cit. (refer to foot note number 55 
earlier in the Chapter). 

F. Memissi : Beyond the vei 1. 1'1 ale-Female Dvnamic§ in a 
modern Muslim societ_y. Schenkman Pub. 1975. 

K. Kumar: Peasants in revolt~~ants. Landlorps 1 

• 

congrer-:s and, the ra:1 in OJ:1dQ. .. Jl386-1922. New Delhi. Manohar 
1984. 

77. A.K. Coomarswamy: !._he dan' 'L,Of_Qhi..Y.~.~-JJl.d.i.an .. art an~t 
culture Revised 1982, New )elhi. Sagar rublication. 



He reiterated, that the essence of feminity lay in wifehood and 
. . 78 
motherhooda Lannoy , in the same tone argues that the woman' s, 

t' sense of identity with the family, of her role as a wife and 

mother give her dignity and pride9, This, even prompts 

Bhattachary~9to state that in India, women have been treated 

as goddesses in the shrine of the family, They have al\'tays been 

loved and honoured. 
80 Nandy' s study highlights the influence of the notions of 

the woman's role on the distinctive style of social intervention, 

Thus, he interprets male dominance in 19th century Bengal as 

the need of a new male self nefini tion which defensively sabotaged 

the traditional' symbolic core of ma;ternal authority. 

Rosaldo and Lamphere81 question whether female subordination 

is natur~l and whether it is determined by the biological 

constitution of the human species. It is pointed out that, for 

humans, biology becomes important largely as it is interpreted 

by the norms and expectations of human culture and societyo 

Biologists for instance would say that on an average, men are 

stronger than women; but they cannot tell us why male strength 

78. , R .Lannoy: The speaking tree. A Study of Indian Culj;ure & 
Society. Bombay, Oxford University Press. 1971. 

79. P. Bhattacharya : I deals of Indian Womanhook, 
Goldquin & Co,, 1921. 

80, A. Nandy:At the edge of psychology; Essays in politics 
and culture. Delhi, Oxford University Press 1980, 

81. M.Z. Rosaldo & L, Lamphere, Women, culture and society. 
Stanford, Stan•ford University Press, 1974. 
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and male activities in general, seem to be valued by people 

82 in all cultures. Sayer.s , demonstrates how biology has been 

pressed into the service of conservative and anti-feminist 

positions to give these positions a scientific credibility which 

is actually spurious. 

Why male strE;!ngth and male activities are highly 

valued in all cultures remains unanswered. Murphy8 3, makes a 

significant-point in the context of this imbalance. Since, social 
-

distance is imperative in ambiguous situations, so is non-

knowledge of one another. · Culturaily sanctioned, the traditional 

social ideal of sex, enables this distancing. It was this .. 

social distancing which wa.s reinfo,rced by the complex of Parde. 
. 84 .· . 

M akho loufs' case ·study ,· of women in Yemen and the study of Arab 

wome.n by Minces85 , de~onstrate that p~ was not merely a 
t 

physical veil but a whole ideology to circumscribe women. 

The lamentable plight of the women as a consequence of 

this social circumscribing in India, is captured by Ramabai 

82. 

83. 

84. 

J. Sayers : Biological politics. Feminist & anti feminist 
,Perspectives. London Tavistock. 1982. 

Robert Murphy :--Social di_ptgance of the veil. 1964. 
American Anthropoligist 65r6): 1263-74. · 

C. Makholouf : Women and modernization in North Yemen. 
London. Croom Helm. 1979. 

85. Juliet Minces : The house of obedience : Women in Arab 
Society. London, Zed Press. 1980, 
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86 Saraswati'-s study of the high caste Hindu women. Ramabai 

noted the havoc that the tyrannical system of seclusion caused 

to women. The married woman was considered a property of her 

husband and his family. A wido~ s plight was unendurable 

to the extent that it drove many women to perform sati. Ramabai 

felt that only education could give the needful strength to 

women to improve their condition./ 

Chiplunkar87 outlined the scientific basis of women' s 

education, Hali8~d Gandhi 89 advocated education for women 

though they also felt that the education given to women should 

be framed on proper lines in accordance with the purpose that 

nature had set aside for her. 

The :study : 

The problem : · 

This study intends to break fresh ground by exploring 

a new area namely the impact of parda on the education of Hindu 

86. 

. 87. 

88. 

89. 

R nmnhai Snrn::rwnl~i :. Op,cl.t., ' . 
15 earlier in the chapter). 

(Refer to foot note number 

G.M. Chiplunkar. The scientific basis of wome1' s eduQation 
Poona. Pub. by Prof. S.B. Hudlikar, Deccan Gyrnk~'1ana Colony 
1930. 

Hali in 1 sral and \'l agle ( edh Islamic society and culture 
Essays in Honour of Prof. Aziz Ahmad. Delhi, Manohar 
1 98-3 • p. 41 • 

M.K. Gandhi, op.cit. (Refer to foot note number 41 earlier 
in the chapter). 
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and Muslim women in U.P. The survey of literature reveals, 

that parda was and continues to be practised by both 'communities, 

although its manifestations varied. This practice pe.r se & i fst~ 

variations, we hypothesize, affect the access of educatlon to _ 

girls and women. For instance, whether girls receive education 

or not, whe.ther they are sent to school or are educated at home 

in the zenanas are determined to/a great extent by the ; practice 

of parda •. 

,Objectives: 

The study has a comparative focus. The specific question 

are: 

1. Whether parda as practised by Muslims and Hindus 

was unambiguously, I slami6°? 

'Y\ 
2. Whether Muslim and H ~du, women were equally affected by 

the practice of parda in the field of education ? 

3. Amongst the women of the two communities of Hindus and 

Muslims, 

(a) Was there any difference in their literacy rates ? 

(b) Was there any difference in the levels of education 

(primary, middle, secondary) at the school level? 

90. It would be useful to substantiate this point with 
. further field work and primary historical sources. 
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(c) Was there any difference in the achievement of 

_higher_ education? 

(d) Was the need for facilities of buildings, escorts, 

scholarships, female teachers of single sex schools for 

female education, mi ti tgated by the practice of parda ? 
' 

·-
The thesis attempts to analyse whether the differential 

achievement had anything to do with the practice of n-arda • 

Whlether education affected women':.s parda ? And in what ways 

did parda affect ·the lives of women who did receive education ? 

However, it is imperative to mention that no definite data 

having a direct bearing on this aspect are available. 

Source : 

· 0 fficial records, mainly the Director of Public Instruction 

reports and censuses; sociological and historical literature, 

related case studies as well as information from the generation of 

grand parents. 

Scheme of chapters : 

This study is.divided into five chapters. The second 

(and following) chapter explores one level of social reality• 

The reference is to the gender differences in U.P •. focusing 

specifically-on the women of the two dominant communities of 

Hindus and Muslims and the socio-cultural factors guiding their 



\ 

lives. The whole complex of P.arda is conspicuous as a symbol 

ot and a tool to reinforce the role expectation from ~ female 

in U.P. -Hindus and Muslims, ·both. The extent of th.e1 percolation 

of parda is ascertained from an analysis of the property rights 

of Hindu and Muslim women, the migration trend of women and the 

occupational distribution of the province. 

The third chapter otitltnes~the socio-politibal profile 

of U.P. ~.in the first half of the 20th century. An attempt 

is made to outline the realities of dominance and dependence 

at the socio-political level. Reference is made to caste 

mobility and solidarity, emulation of dominant class, the 

rising commm1al consciousness m~d ~he efforts at revivalism. 

Also referred to, are· the dominant components of society i.e., 

the higher caste groups which often and not always formed the 

higher classes. The political strategies in U.P. are also noted. 

-'This includes the importance of local politics, the conservative 

politics mitigated by the ritual dominance of Brahmanical 

orthodoxy and the increasing importance of education as a buttress 

for political ends. 

The fourth chapter includes the analyses of the different 

levels of education, co-education;curricula, professional 

education, management and finance and grants-in-aid. Finally 

the intra-regional and communal differences are studied in the 

education of women in U.P. 

The· fifth chapter presents the cone lusions. 



CHAPTER - II :. 

THE IMPLICATIONS OF SECLUSION AND VEILING 

A dimension of social reality in U. P. of the early half 

of the twentieth century\ is reflected in the constituents of 

the classes in society i·. e., the men and the women and in 

their social dichotomy, in the ~osition of women vis-a-vis the 

men, in their relations and interaction. These reflect 

dominance and dependence. This chapter examines this obvious, 

but academically neglected dimension of social reality.· -

Segregation and seclusion : 

The universality of the phenomenon of sex-segregation 

needs no elaboration. In different societies however, segregation 

of the sexes has ranged .from an a~tual to a symbolic separation 

of males and femC).les in all spheres of life and at all levels. 

In North India, sex-segregation is maintained through 

the practice of female seclusion and veiling. Much ethnographical 

literature refers to the practice of secl~ and veiling 

females, among the Hindu and Muslim communities in north India. 

In fact, the practice of seclusion and the observance of veiling, 

form an integral part of the day to day life experienc.es of 

Muslim and Hindu women. 
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Parda A semantic reference : 

Conventionally, the practice of seclusion and veiling 

of women in South Asia has been referred to as parda by scholars 

and laymen alike. The indigenous parda literally means a 

1 curtain' • Thougp a study of the semantics of the term in 

actual usage in any Indian language has not been undertaken, it 

is certain that the word is vlidely used throughout the sub-

continent to refer to modes of secluding a woman from the sight 

1 of others, whether by delimiting the boundaries of her world 

i.e. by confining her within an enclosed space with the help 

of some physical shield, curtain, wall, or screen or by 

manipulating her clothing. Reference to a woman being 'in parda' 

implies her habitual· seclusion. or lifing her- veil. \If omen, who 

were habitually secluded or customarily veiled are also referred 

to as pardanashin or pardevali. 1 : 

A large number of localized terms in the various lanaguages 

in North India have a more or less similar range of meaning. 

The term ghlingat or ghDngblit, in U.P. refers specifically to the 

Hindu women's covering of the face in the presence of males and 

females of certain categories of relationship. The end of the 

sari or the head shawl which is used to cover one' s head is 

referred to as pslla and is used as a ghunghat. To rry knowledge, 

in U. P. , palla rakhna implies the covering of the wc:nen' s head, 

1. H. P apanak & G .Minault ( ed): Q:Q .-cit. p. 58. 



whereas ghunghat is its more stringent form and necessarily 

refers to the veiling of the face. Apart from the urbanized 

arid apparently modernized categories of women,generally, adult 

women and girls in U.P. cover their head with their ~alla or 

dup3tta. It is the daughters-in-law specifically, who, regardless 

of their ages, observe ghunghat or who have to hide tiheir face. 

In fact, the reference made is normally as either ghunghat mein 
/ 

i.e., with~n/in a ghunghat, ghunghat-kadhna or ghungpqi nikalna 

i.e., to make a ghunghat or to take out a ghunghat. The term 

'ghunghat is used in Madhya Pradesh2 and Himachal Pradesh3 too. 

In Maharastra and Gujrat, the word gosha (literally corner) is 

used to refer to women's seclusion. according to Vatuk. 4 The 

terms nagab and buraa ·also refer to veiling and seclusion of 

women in U.P. Different from the Ehunghat or palla, the burga is 

a garment specifically stitched for concealing women, and 

unlike the former the use of burqa is restricted to Muslim 

women. The old style burqa enabled the most effective concealment 

of women, since it was a circular piece of materialwith an 

intricately, embroidered skull cap right in the centre. The 

rest of the cloth dropped to touch the ground around the woman, 

thus giving a ghostly impression to the observer. 0 ccasionally, 

-----·--~ .. ·--·---··------------------------
2. 

4. 

D .A. Jacobson "Hidden faces Hindu & Muslim pardah in 
a Central Indlan Village" (Unpublished M. Phil thesis, 
Columbia University, 1970) .. 

H.Papanek and G. Minault(ed): op.cit.,p. 58. 

H. P apanek and G. Minaul t ( ed) : ibid., p. 58. 



the area around the eyes had two small holes covered with a 

gauze like material. The new style burqa is a two piece garment. 

It consists of a long cost with long sleeves, tailored loosely 

.or occasionally, slightly fitting alongwi th a separate waist 

length cape to be tied over the head with a chiffon veil which 

folds from o~er th~' face. The specific type of burqa worn, 

signalled class, wealth, sophist~catinn and region of origin5. 

Women also used a chadqr to conceal themselves outside their 

homes. 

Whereas a pall~ or dupatta could be donned at all~times 

inside or outside the house by females, regardless of age, 

likewise the\ p;hooghat by specific ,categories of women; the· use of 

burqa was restricted to , I4uslim women outside the home in rural 

or urban areas. 

The symbolism of clothing is perhaps the most striking 
. ! 

: device to ensure and maintain the social segregation of the 

sexes, as well as the seclusion of women. The specific use of 

garme~ts - the shifting and redraping of the palla or dupatta, 

the lifting up of the burg~, the concealment of body and face 

do not necessarily imply any change in trie degree of seclusion. 

The extent of body covered by the woman indicates the degree of 

respect paid by her to the others. Thus, the heroine of 

-
5. H. Papanek and G.~nault, ed: ibid., p. 12 

Cora Vreede-De Stuers Pard? : A study of Muslim 
women's life in Northern India, 1968, pp. 6o, 61, 64. 



6 Rama Mehta's Novel , Geeta, "wanted to pull back the sari from 

her face and breathe the fresh, clean air, but she knew she ' 

could not in the presence of her cousin-in-law. Instead she 

- "'" 7 leaned against the wall, her .llilU fluttering over her face" • 

In some social situ~tion~ such as a religious ceremony 

or a death, women cover their heads, while not necessarily in 

other situations. Her-e, it is e_ssential to note that even men 

cover the~r heads for certain religious ceremonial occasions or 

on account of a death. Hov1ever, the difference in the observance 

of such gestures by the two sexes lies in the fact that the 

woman conceals her whole self by her clothing, unlike the man. 

In fact, measures of preventing any possibilities of exposure 

were stringent on the women. So much so that even though fully 

draped with an additional chadar, the full sleeved blouse 

worn by the sari-clad women had lead pellets sown in at the 

lower edge of the blouse to guard against any possibilities of 

exposure of the woman' s body8·• The narda observed through the 

manipulation ·or clothing hmvever, afforded a 'mobile' seclusion. 

The wearer of the burg a or ghtmghat, for instance, could move from 

one place to another and hence ·had the ' advantage' ( ironicaily) 

of ·what P apanak refers to as "portable seclusion" 9• 

6. Rama Mehta : Inside the Haveli (New Delhi,Arnold Heineman, 
1977) 

7. Rama Mehta,Lbid., pp. 93-94. 

Information from my maternal grandmother, who is 
' henceforth referred to as n~ni. 

9. H. Papanek ar·' G. Minault: ·-a. cit., p. 10~ 
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Apart from the manipulation of clothing whicr1 ensured 

a partial and even a total concealment of the female face and 

·body, the observance of parda also implies the segregation of 

living space. Social space was in fact graded according to how 

public it was, states Sharma10
o Social space was subject to a 

moral evaluation in terms of the degree of danger of molestation 

it held for women. The areas defined as public were acknowledged 
/ . 

as male preserves. These included the bazar, the main road, 

the grain depots and wholesale markets, the public bu'ildings 

which constituted the offices, schools :and library. The bus stand 

at the junction of the road, also tended to be avoided. By-lanes 

and back alleys were felt less da~gerously public. In this 

context, Sharma also notes that "one' s own land is really ari 

extension of one' s own home and women can move about their own 

fields and estates with confidence that will not be censured •••• 

~. one had a right of being seen th~te as one had in one' s own 

courtyard. One was publicly 'visible' in the sense that one was 

1 visible' to someone peeping through a grille in .:'_;:~ .~.-·j . :...d 

the private courtyard1111 • Another category of social space to 

be avoided was the jungle or any uncultivated ground in the 

rural tracks. Chaperonage was essential for women in these .tracks. 

10. Alfred de Zouza, ed. Women.Jns.Qptemporary India and 
South Asii;J. Delhi, Manohar. 1980,. p. 220. 

11. U. Sharma in A De' Souza,op.cit., pp. 220, 223. 



The actual mobility of the woman was restricted and 

curtailed by a spatial segregation in a number of ways. Sections 

of the house were set aside, and in some cases it was made possible 

by architecture, for the exC'lusive use of women and men respectively. 

Each section could be a separate self-contained unit. Eglar 
-

refers to separate men's houses in one part of the locality or 

in the family compound of a lead~ng villageTin Punjab and 
. . 12 / 

Baluchistan • Also in the cases of a rigfd parda observance, 

men' s entry to the women' s section of the house, was restricted 

'only to the immediate members .of the household and that too not 

in the day time unless there was an urgent purpose. 11 T he men 

including her husband seemed to disappear as soon as it was day 

light. The whole day they were away in their offices or busy in 

their section of the house. The men came into the interior 

courtyards only at meal times·~.~·"1 ; The men' ssection was out of 
II 

bounds for the women, to the extent that a little shiver went 

through her body as Geeta thought of the day when she had 

trespassed into the men' s appartments. She already knew all 

the nooks and ·corner's of the zenana, but she had never been into 

the other side of .h§veli
11 14• Spatial segree;ation could also 

imply separate entrances to the women' s part of the house ( i. eo 

the zenana). Even the architectural facade of the house visible 

to the public eye and facing public pathways, was in many instances 

---··-·-···. --~ ........ · ... ·- .... - . . . ·-· .. -- -----·-·---··· ·--- ---·~-··------·-

13. Rama Mehta, op .. cit., p. 16. 

14. Rama Mehta, ibid., p. 16 .. 



characterised by a series of walls with tiny windows set high .. 

Thus, Jeffrey notes that, uthe plastered or bare brick walls 

present a 'blank facade to the outside, for they are windowless, 

except for small lights set high into the wall, which are only 

opened when there is need of cooling through draught" 1 5. In 

the more elaborate-and stately construction, carved screens 

to cover balcOI1ies and latticed,.,windows dramatically signalled 

the seclusion of women16• 
/ 

In the case of male visitors, curtains or screens may be 

used to .shield women from their sight, tho~gh conversation was 

possible. In U.P~, male visitors would be guided orly to the 

men's section which was the baithak outside the boundaries of 

the_ house, while the·· female _visitor entered· the house. An 

implicit code required.· that until called for even the small 

daughters of the household would not venture out to the 

baithak~ 

Public spac~s could often be enclosed to enable privacy to 

the women. Thus, vehicles were equipped with curtains or screens 

to conceal the travelling women. Horse carriages, ekk_is and 

rickshaw~a popular mode of transport in the townships and cities 

of U. P •. in the early twentieth century, were required to be 

literally wrapped around with sheets of cotton cloth or even 

silk by those who could afford it to prevent any mishap of 

15. P atr!cia Jeffrey: Frogs t,:p._g._:Y[_ell : Indian women in 
purdah. New Delhi. Vi.kas, 1979, p. 9. 

16. H .. P apanek and G. Minault, ed: op. cit., p. 9. 



visibility. Thus, there were also instances of long sheets 

being held parallel to make a temporary passage from the inner 

porch to the standing vehicle to enable the chadgr wrapped women 

to scuttle across to the vehicle in total hiding. 17 In the 

case of women going for car rides, two curtains were drawn 

across the shut windows. 

Consequently, though a wo~an lived in a place almost the 
/ 

entire of her married life, if left within metres of her house 

she would be lost •. In the case of young unmarried girls, though 
1 such stringency may not have been observed, the reasons for 

leaving the boundaries of the home were virtually nil,in the 
" 

case of thos~ who could afford to keep their womenfolk at home. 

Separate compart~ents were set aside in trains and 

buses which were not necessarily visually separated. The 

stringency of concealing the woman and segregated. train-travelling 

·is illustrated by one instance of a mistaken exchange of brides 

in Eastern U.P. in the late 1920's. Two marriage parties -

Hindu· and a Muslim return:j..ng alongwi th the brides had never 

actually seen the latter. Securely wrapped up and concealed 

in the chadar with the ghunghat effectively bringing visibility 

to a zero, the Hindu bri.de stepped off the train alongwith her 

female servant, when· asked to disembark. Illiteracy and the 

rigid parda prevented the women from checking the name of the 

17. IVIy nanft s experience. 



station from the sign board or making inquiries. Tte women's 

fears were hov-1ever confirmed when they reali.sed that the male 

members of bridegroom' s party were pa.janli clad and not dhoti 

clad as the Hi.ndu baratis would be. Of course, the station 

master was duly informed and the brides were ultimai ely escorted 

t th . t'· . . - . l 18 o e1r respec 1v.e 1n- aws. 

Where separate space couJd not be provided as· on public 

occasion~, like fairs, theatres, religious gatherings, film 

shows and even at schools, at sports s·tadiums and at swimming 

' pools,- different timings for attendance by men and women. could be 

given. 

Papa-pek's field wor1{ inPakistan19 also serves as 

evidence of the institutionalization of narda by the government. 

Thus, on Pakistan Airlines women passengers may specify that 

no man is to be seated besides them and banks too have branch 

offices reserved for the use· of women with female employees 

to encourage female customers in the urban areas. Similarly, at 

place of workJ women employees may specify their unwillingness 

to ·share office space with men and are usually assigned to 

women' s suites. 

_ _.;.. ______________ ---- -·-----

18. This incident was narrated to me by my to be lvJ.other-in-law: 
The Hindu bride in questicn 1:ras her distant relative. 

19. H. Papanek and G. Minaul.t, op.cit., p.· 10. 



station from the sign board or making inquiries. The women' s 

fears w:ere however confirmed when they realised that the male 

members of bridegroom' s party were pajama clad and not dhoti 

clad, as
1 
the1I-hndu baratis would be. Of course, 'the station 

master ·Was duly informed and the brides were ultimately escorted 
' - ' - 18 

to their respectiv.e in-laws. 

Where separate space couJd not be provided as on public 

occasion~, like fairs, theatres, religious gatherin1 s, film 

shows and even at schools, at sports stadiums and at swimming 

' pools, di~ferent timings for attendance by men and women could be 

given. 

Paps'0-ek' s field work in Pakistan 19 also serves as 

evidence of the institutionalization of pard~ by the government. 

Thus, on Pakistan Airlines women passengers may specify that 

no man is to be seated besides them and.banks too have branch 

offices reserved for the use of women with female emp~oyees 

to encourage ~emale customers in the urban areas. Similarly, at 

place of workJwomen employees may specify their unwillingness 

to share office space with men and are usually assigned to 

women' s suites. 

--------------·-~---- ------· ------~--------
18.' - This incident was narrated to me by my to be Hother-in-law: 

The Hindu bride in questicn was her distant relative. 

19.· / H. Papanek and G. Minault, .9.12.:.ci t., p.· 10. 
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Parda, especially the veil, as noted earlier was more 

stringent on the daughter-in-law of the household i.e., it was 

required to be observed from the kinsmen and kinswomen of the 

husband. Parda at one level therefore symbolized the woman' s 

role. The essent~al point.here is that parda does not remain a 

role sym~ol only. ?arda as a manipulation of clothing and visual 

separatiorl butressed by a sp'at1al allocation to the male and 

female,· forms only one aspect of the concept of pw~da..!. 

Behaviourial Pard~ : 

The. other aspect of parda lies in the neces ;i ty to conform 

to a code of conduct and behaviour expected cf·a f~male who is 

required to observe a physical parda. Thus parda in this crucial 

sense encompasses in varying degrees all females, regardless of 

their roles,.in northern India.! The behaviourial norms serve to 
'/ 

ideologically circumscribe the female. The physical manifestation!: 

of· pard a in terms of visual ·and spatial separation and the 

ideological circumscribing in terms of guiding and determining 

behaviour are so inextricably linked, tha~which follows the other 

is impossible to point out. Nevertheless, the ideological circum• 

ventj_on l.s cruc:L31 enough, in th:-d.:, it enables the persistence 

of this ethical ideal of female conduct deppi te an absence of a 

physical provision of Darda. Hence, y,,_ "len could be "concealed 

socially thrpugh their department and through a reserve in their 
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relationship with men". 20 .;>ocially, women were required to 

remain as inconspicqous as was plausible - especially ss, the 

younger women. 

The social distancing, whether from male or fr )m females 

was in effect accomplished by norms of nazar ka pard a i.e. , 

avoidance of direct ·eye contact, ·avaz ka parda i.e., avoidance of 

loud conversation and laughter;~::avoidance of any physical 
.... 

contact anq avoidance of sitting at .the_ sarne level. The women -
were· also to avoid gatherings of men. 'Shy~ess as a characteristic .. 
bf the woman~i personality is thus implicit.· The shyness-of a 

woman was lauded as the appropriate characteristic of an ideal 

woman. Shyness for sha~, implying modesty and bashfulness has 

been constantly referred to as the most precious of jewels that 

adorn a woman. Vatuk notes that, women of D.P .. , explain and 

rationalize:their observance of nard~, and their refrainment 

from a free and open behaviour on account of feeling shy and 

embarassed21 • Conversely, a woman who chattered and laughed 
22 too loudly would be criticized as be-sharam or .~hameless. 

In fact, the phrase be-sharam was even a term of abuse. 

20. P. Jeffrey : op,ci t., p. 102. 

21. 

22. 

S. Vatuk in H. Papanek and G. Minault, 

P. Jaffrey : op.cit., p. 99. 

ed. op.cit.·, p. 74. 
f 

/L 



Delineating the behavioural norms for the woman, a 

Hindi book on women' s religion and duties written in a question 

answer form states; 

" 6tn~ ~.z .n- .;:{' ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 
<e\\~-.z ~ ~~ ~) ~ ~~ cq-z~ ~en~ crz -<.Cr~ ~ 
~~; fu~ 1+i~T~ ~ 9"\R ~ n~"th -r.:rr1- ~~ l 

. - ~ ~-qr * ~-qr ~ ~- ~~~- ~-t=t~ 
~ ~~ ?itR\- .:S\\"1\ ~ ~) ~t=rl=r lf~ ~~l {Tcq;rz 

~- ~ ~ ~ C'~ *itt-~- ~\Sf~?:~,)rl•\ 
~-~-*t 3;:z~~~ Yl-8 ~-R~ ~~~.GretA fcrcT~ 

~4-Ti ~ ::r-~~ -~~ ~ .::r~~r1 ~~~ ~ ~~-~ 
cr-q-~~ ~ ~ ~i- ~ ~~ '\·I 

- ~) J-~\~\) '23)~1, ~--~-~ ~-~lT 
~ l?:i. <=h-&T ~- vt~'1! I '' 

23. 

----------·----- ••••• 4 __ _ 

Stree-Dharm_P:r9shnotri. G orakhpur, Ghanshyamdas.J alan, 
G eeta Press, 1926, p. 43. (author' s name not printed on 
the book). · 

Translation of G oendka' 1s quotes. 
Don1 t speak so loudly th8t your words may be heard even 
outside the house, don't peep outside the window or balcony. 
- Leave useless walking - talking, leave visiting homes 
-for it decreases your importance~ 1essens the hospitability 
which is meted out and leads to many other problems. 
- Do not sit alone nnar a man. Not even near a young father, 
brother or son. For when alone the minds of great sa{Ses also 
get unstable. 
- Never go to visit a ~air, tableau, procession, crowds, 

. theatre and cinema etc. 
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Further, the women were also ·enjoined that: 

24. Stree fiharm prashnotri.GorakhrtJI",G hanshyarndas J alan, Geeta Press, 
ibid., p. 21. ' 1 

Translation . 
There is no harm in goihg for piligrimages and to temples 
with the permission of the husba::"d and along with the 
husband ••• But nowadays often ••• even in piligrimages, 
other than the i ves, LuMp-cA\S , characterless and greedy; gren.t 
and learned people are rarely seen ••••• at most of the places 
various types of sinful acti viti es are heard.. Therefore, 
women should not go alone anywhere. In fact there is no 
deity gre2ter than her o~m husband for a woman and the 
husbands feet is the most sublime of piligrimages for a 
woman. 



Thus, the woman was not only expected to refrain from 

talking loudly but was also expected to ensure that she was 

·not spotted standing at the door ~ay or even peeping outside 

the window. . :M·ale company was to be aV'l>ided to the- extent that 

the woman were to avoid sitting with a young father, brother or 

even a son~ Fairs,· processions· even tableau processions and 

exhibitions, theatre and films ·;'-'ere to be avoided. Pilgrimages too 

were deeme.d avoidable. As Sharma notes, that though most village 

women had to go to the bazar from time to time, they were unwilling 

to be seen hanging around or talking there,. since they felt 

self-consciously aware th::1t they were in male dominated terri tory. 

Thus, · Aven the most dominat~ng, authoritative and senior maid 

of the haveli was required to be escorted till the place of 

Arjun; the fortune teller by Khyali the c~ok. 25 Simil3.rly ./ 

Maudadi stated-. that I slam had not approved that a \voman should 

move out of her home without a genuine need and when she did 

move out/ she should be accompanied by a male relative. 26 

De Stuers referred to this level of uarda as the absent 

parda i.e. though the actual veil was absent the parda nevertheless 

existed in spirit. De Stuers distinguished between three other 

categories of parda - strict uarda i.e. parda observed in any 

25" R. 1'1ehta, op. cit., p. 85. 

26. Maudadi i_nP. Jeffrey, op.cit., p. 20. 
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circumstances; partial parda i.e., the buraa or the veil was 
'" 

used more-or-less regularly and also a small circle of friends 

was received at home~ intermittent parda,. i.e. when the actual veil 

or burqa was abandoned at certain situations, though mentally 

i t·•ad not been discarded. 

Men's responsibility i:h avoidance .. -: 

It is important to note that the~responsiQility of 

maintaining the social distance between the sexes lay with women 

as v.,rell as men. Contrary to the notions of the woman' s sole 

responsibility in conforming to and adhering to the norms 

requiring her. to avoid. male congregations or male company, the 

onus of avOidance falls on the men from whom the wotna:1 ·is supposed 

to seclude herself, according to Vatuk. 27 Maudadi states, 

that men should not enter oth~r people's homes without 

permission and even the men of the household should r~frain from 

rushing inside, lest the women are inade·quately covered. 28 

Similarly, the social set up into which Geeta, was married was 

found oppressive by her husband also. He, 11 too had found the 

segregated way of life in the haveli oppressive., •• Though men could 

come to the women' s appartment ·when they wished, it was not 

27., S. Vatuk in H. P apanek and G. I'HlL.::.ult, edo ibid., p. 71. 

28. P. Jeffrey, ibid.; p. 20 •. 
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considered dignified to do' so during the day, except when 

women had to be consul ted on some family matters. Like 

everyone else in the haveli, there was a form that men maintained. 

too" 29 .. 

Men's arrival in the women's part of the hous ~ was 
-

either announced-by preceding persons or the men thenselves 

coughed or cleared their throats __ ,loudly or even dragged their 

footwear to warn the inmates of their arri val30. This was done 

in order to give those women inside tne house, time to settle 

'themselves or hide from the men as certain categories oLwomen 

were supposed to. 

Share1,r notes ·th.at 11 if women were secluded in the mahal, 

men were excluded from it •••. A poorer man would have to take 

a bamboo stool out into the street •... The a1ternative was to go 

off to a mosque, shop, government office or a brothel, to engage 

in prayer work, entertainment or:the rich art of conversation, 
1•31 according to the decorum of the time and place. 

Jeffrey as a field worker no"ted, that men who received 

·her (Jeffrey) warmly in the privacy of their home or v.,rho chatted 

with her in the shrine just as they did with the other women 

pilgrims 11 doggedly" ignored her in the street, 11 lest their 

greeting reflected badly on my modesty and their respectability~32 

29. 

30. 

31. 

.. ------------------~----------
R. Mehta, ibid. , p. 18. 

I hnve noted this 'Practice in homes in urban & r1Jral. 
are as of U. P. ~ 

Sharar in David L elyue ld; A ligarb.~$.. ... f.i.r.?.~ _&ep_e_rat'ion, 
Musl_ijn __ s_o_li_)qari_ty_j.n British India (Delhi, Oxford Univ. 
Press, 1978 r ·• 37-38. 

p - cffrey ·~ ·it., p .. 5. 
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I 

Thus, Jeffrey was treated and expected to behave as if she was 

_as invi.si ble as a _l>urqa clad lady. C oomarswamy refers to a 

· similar phenomenon when _he calls attention to the existence of 

11 other kinds of seclusion than those afforded by palace walls". 33 . 

He cites the example of Lakshman in the epic Ramayan, 'rho had 

never raised his eyes above the feet of his brother' s wife's 

feet so that he did not even kn·owher appearance, even after 

having spent years in exile with his brother Rama and brother's 

wife Sita. Coomarswamy firmly believed that_;-''these unseen walls 

are a 'seclusion equally ab~olute with any Pu~rdm state" •34-

As much as the degree of actual obser'Cance of Dard~ -

that is ·the physical segregation, seclusion and the veiling of 

the women, the underlying value system, which enforced the 

social distance between the two sex~s determined the pard5 

society. On account of the variations in degree of observance of 
' 

parda and different types of segregation - spatial segregation or 

that accomplished by clothing and of adherence to a particular 

code of conduct, it is difficult to find any consistent definition 

of parda observance in the literature on women in South Asia. 

ijence, it is also impossible to make any categorical statements 

about the extent and distribution of ~rda. 

-------~----

. 33. A.K. Coomarswarny,,op.cit., p. 115. 

34. A.K. Coornarswarny .i.bid., p. 116. 
' 
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The crucial point here is, that it is not possible for 

any society to seclude all women from all men under all 

circumstances or consistently prevent social interaction between 

the two sexes. All rules of segregc:d:ion and seclusion were 

therefore appliP.d selectively in accordance with the vwman' s 

age, her m~rital status, her position in the life cycle and 

genealogical seniority. Thus Tin1' s granny could afford to be 

gradually lax in observing parda or wearing her puroa, because 

many men C?.f her ovm generation were no longer ali"ve.3 5 Considerations 

of social rank or status were also deemed important to the 

selective application of the devices of segregation, seclusion and 

veiling. Thus, the first lady of t;he haveli, a great grand mother 

herself, inRamaNahta's novel, "to the very last ••• was aware 

of feminine decorum. As long as she was conscious, _she 
- 36 

insisted the maids cover her face before the doctor". On the 

other hand, significantly, Sharma 'points out to instances of 

women in a rural tract belonging to Scheduled eastes with a 

long tradition of female labour and with little prestige to 

lose by working in other people's fields, also leading a life of 

'honourable domesticity' or doing very little agrioul tural work, 

though_ their poverty could hardly afford it. Possibly the 

lack of ca.sh a~d economic resources prompted a compensation in 

having. a wife who led a life of domesticity. 37 

----------------------- -' . ' . ' --·· ·---------
35. C. Vreede De Stuers: op.cit., p. 60. 

36. R. Mel)ta, ..Q.P,cit., p. 47. 

37... U. Sharma, ..2.£.!C.it., pp. 125-126. 



The role of the individual was the crucial determinant of 

the expected differential behaviour of the sexe~. The importance . 

of role as a context of seclusion and veiling practices is 

clarified by the veiling practices of Tuareg men of Africa. Murphy 

noted''. that the quality of the social relationships of the Tuareg 

men was more instrumental than that of the women and it was the men 

\ 

who observed a rigid and formali_z·ed veiling • Kinship relations in 

the Tuareg ·.society were political relations thus making for a .highly 

ambiguous role of Tuareg men. The Tuareg women on the other hand -

were not significant political actors in the- formal sense:- The 

veil in this situation of role ambiguity of the Tuareg man made • 
"for a diffuseness of ego behavioural stance11

• 
3s A distinct 

social distance was mac1e possible by concealing the p1 irnary 
I 

communication zone i.e. the mouth region. By this thE.. Tuareg 

decreased his vulnerability to others by symbolically removing 

himself from the interaction; he b~came less labile before the 

·world ... It was their quality of remotnness that struck the outside 

observer. The Tuareg men, it was noted, ~,,ralked with a long 

swagger and held their he.ad high vJi th dignity and aloofness. 

The veils promoted the atmosphere of mystery. The Tuareg 

11 whether in tov.rn or in his native desert has often been remarked 

upon for his penchant for appearing the master of all the 

surveys11 39• The veil for the Tuareg men, which showed little of 

them except hands, feet and the area around their eyes, was worn 

38. Robert rllurphy : "Social Distance and the Veil" , 1964 
American Anthropologist 66(6) : 1263-74., p. 1265. 

39. R. Mu~nhy, ibid., p. 1~r:6. 
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-since it \¥e.S considered shameful for them to show thEir mouth 

among their people. The veil was thus connected with privacy 

and ,wi thdr9.wa140~ Yet, the veil for the Tuareg men enhanced 

whatever was already regarded as their distinct masculine 

characteristic i.e., their haughty and arrogant demeanor. 

In comparison, the veil of the secluded women of north 

India too served to enhance wha:t·ever was seen as feminine. Thus, 

in the case of the latter it highlighted their special sense of 

vulnerabi_li ty and the consequent necessity of protection. In 

contrast__, hov..rever, oarda 5.mpinged upon the f.ree movement of women 

in public, to an extent that prompted Nehru to comment, "whenever 

I think of wor.1en in narda cut off ,from the world, I invariably 

think of a prison or a zoo; How can a nation .go ahead if half 

its population is 1{ept away in a kind of prison ? Tear the oarda 

and let each one of us see the light of day1
e
41 

Parda .... Islamic or not? Hindu and Muslim parda• 

This leads us to the controversy of whether'par~' · 

can be labelled an Islamic phenomenoni. e., as a relic of Muslim 

contact with the Indian society. 42 

----------· 
. 40. R. Murphy, Ibid., p. 1265. 

41. J-awaharlal Nehru,Glimpses of ~(Q_rld his.!Qry (Bombay. Asia 
Publishing House) p. 152. 

42. Katherine til ayo : Mother India (New York Harcoutt Brace 
1927), p. 108; Meer H assan Ali; Observations of the 
Mu_.;ru},mans of Indi..as_ 2 Vols (London; Parbery, Allen, 1832), 
p. 317. 
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For an insight into this controversy it would be useful . 

to study the so-called concepts of Hindu and Muslim parda. 

P apanek and Jacobson had reasoned that though veiling and 

seclusion were customs sh.g,red by both Hindus and W1uslims, 

these practices were used in e.3ch community for different 

social purposes and in differing contacts. Thus, a Muslim system 

of narda and a Hindu system of--narda were delineated. The 

argument was, th::1t, the Muslims used these practices to safeguard 

-· their women from men outside the family and to keep them in 
\ 

their own separate feminine world within the.-household. The 
' 

Hindus used the same devices to elicit the woman' s subordination 

to her in-laws and to maintain an a~ymmetrical relationship 

between the bride givers and bride takers so as to bring 

about· a certain order in the family and kin-circle. 43 

In a similar vein, Jeffrey points out thBt parda of 

the Hindus was not the same phenome:non as that of the Muslims. 

Muslim women observed narda in the sense of complete veiling· 

after puberty in relation to all men, except close kin. For 

Hindu females on the other hand, parda was q question of 

veiling only after marriage and in relation to the 

relation to the household's older male kin.44 Thus Mukut Bihari 

Verma 45 lamented that: ----·- ·-- ·-- --·------
43. H. Papanek an~ G. Minault(ed~ op.cit.,p. 18. 

44. P. Jeffrey, ou. cit. , p. 3. 

45. Refer to footnote 46. 
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----·---·-·--·-- --- ...... ' 

46. 1·1 ukut Bihari Verma: Stree-~_arn..?..9.Y.S Stree ando l~]J ke I ti /1<fl..s 
Sahit, Ajmer, Sasta Sahitya I'-1andal, November 1 '?31. 

Translation of Mukut Bihari Verma: 

Those relatives who are known intimately •.• it can be. 
said that in fact those from whom danger is least expected ••• 
from them pard a is observ~a today. To the extent that 
gh~nghat is observed even from the women of the 
neighbourhood and respect is sho·wn on the contrary 
those from v1hom parda is not obierved~- They ar·e young 
servants, barber, washermen, sweeper, potter, 
vendors, hawker, vagabond, youth beggar, mendicant 
young male adolescents of the neighbourhood and -
leaving aside known-l!specifically known relatives and 
friP.nds from any unknown person.... The behaviour of 
the same daughteEe-in-lavr and daughters of the house 
v.rhich remains respectful" in front of their mother-in
law, father-in-law ' older brother-in-law etc. is 
so shameless outside the house th~t any simple man would 
not be able to lift his head at their behaviour. 



Theref:::re while the Muslim system of parda dealt 

with the relationship of women with outsiders, the Hindu system 

controlled women inside the family and ldndred. The different 

orientations of these two systems were related in turn to 

certain differences between Hindu and Muslim social structures, 

kinship and family 'organisation/ value systems and the like. 

An important distinction -between Hindus and Muslims 

was sighted in the permissiblity of marriage between cross---
cousins and parallel cousins. Cross cousin marriages were 

' I -

·not permitted among most r·Forth Indian Hindus and parallel cousin 

marriages were forbidden. 47 Among Muslims on the other 

hand, marriage with father's brother's daughter was permitted 

and often claimed as preferable. 48 · Vatuk notes that, the 

ethnographic evidence too supports the notion that Muslims tend 

to stress the unity of the kindred vis-a-vis the outsiders, 

·whereas the Hindu narda is rel2ted to respect relations among 

affines. 49 Thus, in contrast to the Hindu girl,. the Muslim girl 

was familiar with the family she married into and this was 

considered to have hod significant repercus.sions on the J2s.!rd§. 

customs among the Hindus and Muslims. It has also been pointed 

47. KoJVl. Knpadia, MarriEJ.ge & Fami_ly_in_Jnclia (Bombay, Oxford 
University Press, 1966), pp. 124-134. 

48. K.M. Kapadia, l.bis:J., p. 135; Vreede De Stuers: op,cit., 
pp. 28-31. 

49. H.Papanek and G. Minault, et;l., op.cit., p. 62. 

\ 
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out thAt, the Quran lists the father-in-law, a prime focus of 

avoidance amongst Hindus, as only next to the father to whom 

it was permitted for women to 11 reveal their adornment" • 50 Thus 

logically 1 Vatuk argues that, the special avoidance measures 

or narda may have been unnecessary within the specified kindred_~ 

of the Muslim girl. 51 

.Such sharp distinctions ·be·tween Hindus and Muslims could 

however be. misleading. Jeffrey' s work amongst the P irzade 

Muslims of Delhi points to a 'Hindu type of rarda amongst 

Muslims whereby the pre-occupation with controlling the women 

within the family and kindred was evident. A wpman in her 

fifties noted that : "I was in narda in my own home until 

my marriage. I was not even allowed to meet my older sister' s 

husbaT).d and my mother's sister's husband •••• I did not show my 

husband my face at all for well over a month after marriage. I 

covered my head completely with a 'thick shawl and just to make 

- ~52 sure, I put oh a dunf:lata underneath as well~. Similarly, 

commenting on the psychological consequences of an arranged 

marriage between cousins, where the contnct with boys was 

limited outside the Icin-group, P apanek states that young educated gir1s 

50. , H.Papanek and G.Minault, ed.,ibid., p. 64. 

51. H.Papanek and G. Minault,ed., ibid., p. 62. 

52. Patricia Jeffrey, op. cit., p. 126. 
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became shy of the cousin once they leArnt of the parental 

rl~cision to marry them.53 

Vatuk· points 'to the Muslim type of parda amongst the 

Hindus in some areas of north India. While the unrnarri ed Hindu 

girls did not wear a veil or cover their faces in front of 

strangers, the confining of post-pubertal girls was highly 

valuedo The married woman~ covered¥-her face in her .natal hom'e, 

too, if her .husband or elder members of his kl.n group were 
--pre sent. She was..,.,however, not expected to veil from the y.ounger 

members of her husband' s kin. 

Veiling from female affines 

Another stril{ing and sie;nificant characteristic of 

parda observance is the veiling observed by younger vmmen from. 

older female affines in their conjugal home. Geeta noticed that 

all the women of the hayeli who gathered to great and welcome 

her as a newly-wedded bride were veiled. · Simi·larly on the 

occasion of her first child' s birth the gathered women had 
I 

veile,d so much so that it was difficult to identify her 

acquaintances in that gathering of women. 

In U.P., ·a dau~hter-in-law married into the family for 

15-16 years would have to stay veiled in her conjugal home 

I . 

53. H.Papanek and G. Minault, ed., op.cit., p. 20. 
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frpm the older female affines of the extended household of her 

husband, as well as their aged and senior female friends. In 

case her face was to be shown to them the veil was lifted and 

she was required to shut her eyes or lower her gaze to avoid 

direct eye contact.54 

Jeffrey noted that, young Muslim girls avoided the 

company of elderly women '!Tho had '"'come visiting or who conversed. 

Thus, even in the company of women, the youngeEt and the 

·unmarried did not take a major part in conversation. Onewomen 

t II t 1 -- .._ noted hat: ••••• here used to be comp. ete.narda be~wee~ 

. l d f th h 1155 young g1r san women rom o er ouses ••••• 

It- seems there fore, that a focus only on the behavioural 

forms represented by seculusion and veiling amongst the Hindu 

and Muslim women proves to be an inadequate explanation of 

these observances, and handicaps assessment of socio-cultural 

factors affecting the Hindu and M'llslim women in U.P. The notion 

that the selected sets of behaviour patterns of veiling and 

seclusion 11 as systems" which may be "employed" or 11 utilised11 

in different ways according to the cultural orientation of a 

social group, be it of Hindus or Muslims, as Vatuk points out, 

54. My mother' s experience. 

55. P. JeffrPy, op.cij;., p. 102. 
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seems to be a rather narrow conceptualization. Wheth2r parda 

is used as a1umbrella term for an arbitrarily defined socio-

logical concept, or whether it is limited to an examination 

of behaviours which the people of the culture label as .Q?rda, 

it would be more useful to turn this conceptual formulation 

of the behavioural forms around, to focus on the meanings and-

cultural orientation of these forms. To gauge the full meaning 

of the nervasive practice of Parda, it .i? necessary to probe 

into the or.!ientations which generate it. A-focus on only 

one of the many forms of behaviov.r could pos.si bly leave the 

basic orientation itself partially detected, since the 

"functions" th.e:tt ve-iling and seclusion serve, are served 

additionally by other behavioural patterns. A study of a 

single or a particular behavioural form would fall short of 

enabling a thorough understanding of the pre-occupation to 

deal with a cultural concern. On the other hand, a peep into 

cultural orientations would clarify whether the contrasts 

between the South Asian Hindu and :rvluslim attitudes regarding 

the role of females are as sharp and fundamental as made out 

to be. It will also clarify the implicit ambiguities in the 

practice of veiling from female and male affines; in 'protecting' 

the Hindu and Muslim women by enforcing the observance of 

veiling,from nen within the familyand not so much the outsiders. 
~ .;((. 
4v 

It woula" f'.~ t.1er explain the contradiction evident in the lexi ty 

in veiling or even discarding the veil in the absence of those whose 

approval or disapproval was negligible, even if they were males. 



De Stuers aptly points out that 11 flexibility and variety 

of the parda system give rise to contradictions when the focus 

is merely on external signs: · .. when the basic principle of 

pard a 

sexes 

is not taken into account; namely, the segregation of 

and the subordinate position of women1156• In essence, 

therefore' a more rational approach would study not only what 

seclusion and veiling practices~en.tailed, but also what it meant . , 

to be a femq.le in U .P. in th§! early half of the twentieth 

century, whether Hindu or Muslim. 

Central concerns of Hindus and Muslims 

' Vatuk suggests tha~ Hindus and Muslims share two very 

central concerns, whfch are characteristic of societies all 

over the world, i.e. protection of women (particularly in 

the realm of sexual matters) and the maintenance of ha: ·mony 

·within the family and kindred through respect re lation.;hips. 

Veiling and seclusion practices are only two among the myriad 

structural and symbolic ways of dealing with the problems 

originating from and d~mands of tqese concerns. 

Researches in I ndia57 have sho,,m that, as in other 

South Asian societies, two major c\;;ltural concerns exist with 

56. G. Vreede De Stuers, op.cit., p. 62~ 

57. R e se2rches of C,. Vreede De Stuers : ou. cit; D .A:. Jacobson 
op.cit; H.Papa'nek and G. Minatllt ( ed) o12.cit. 
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regard to the woman in society. One· .:)..s the concern with· 

the woman's sexual vulnerability and the consequent need to 

protect her from sexually motivated assault or from tr e 

possibilities of such a violation. Secondly, a related set 

of notions exist regarding the -nature of female sexuality .. 

This implies a necessity of external constraints on the woman 

because of a belief in the woman~s inability to control her 

own sexual impulses. This protection for the woman was 

considered necessary for her sake and also as crucial for 

the sake of maintaining the social honour of·her kindred. 

In fact, the izzat of the family rested on the female 

pre serving her' sense of 'Sharam' • 0tJ.tlining the duties of 

. 58 women Goendka wrltes : 

58. J. Goendka, Streeyon ke liveKartav.v..a-Shiksha 
Gorakhpur. Geeta Press. 1952 .. ,p. 43. 
Goe·ndka, p. 22. 
Women should pay special attention to safeguarding the 
social status of their in-laws and of their parents. 

Women should pay special attent:Lon to maintaining 
their sense of shame, because the sence of shame is the 
ornament of worn en. 



91\ cLf\Jf 

"Cfci...:r -n-\91 \ C4 I 

He affirmed that: 
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~ )) 

"QI. 
~'··"-··-..-:-" 

/ 

On the other end of the scale was the prostitute implying 

that lack of sense of ' shararn' in a female put her in the 

category of'the lowest' category of women. 

" . ~"I{\ '""'"'~ ~ ~ ~ .:v--~ l ai<thn-
c:~-:~P=n q .-r ...::r-~ · ~ ~ q:;rr r - - - - '' ' 

59. J.Goendka, .il2l.Q.., p. 44. 

Women of noble fn.milies/high f8milies who discard 
the sense of shame get destroyed i.e. it leads to 
their downfall. 

Prostitute vJho observes a sense of shame gets 
destroyed i.e. prosti t11tion can not ~~ontinue .. ..• ., 
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Jeffrey notes th::·,t amongst the P irzade Muslims, izzat 

is maintained and best kept by distancing and various forms of 

modesty behaviour., 60 Bodily concealment was the major idiom 

through which izzat was preserved and sharam demonstratedo 

Thus, ·a sh8ram-wal.i woman shov.red no more than her hands, feet and 

head. 

The concern with the main:t;enance of harmony in the family 

and kindred through rP.spect rPlationships was intricately 

linked not only with the assumptions about the nature of woman' s 

'sexuality, but also the role that was expected of a woman. 

Women vi ere consioered to have been born for a certain role. 

As noted earlier, veiling reinforced what the role delineated -
.. 

that of a married woman thus as a wife and mother. Tllis 

assumption and expectAtion \·Jas crucial for it cut across class, 

caste and community. The significance attached to the particular 

role of a woman is effectively demonstrated in the purposeful 

selection of the ideal Hindu woman. Mukerjee shows that, the 

Hindu elites over thF centurieH focused mainly on the glory, 

fidelity and chastity of a married woman. The ideal held up 

before the woman vms to be submis.c;i ve, dutiful and a loyal 

wife, totally dependent on her husbe:md. An ideal f()rm of woman-

hood was described at great length. Amongst the worn en, important 

~ .. _. _______ ~ -···--·--·--·---
60. P. Jeffrey _gp.cit., p. 100. 
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I . 
\ 

enough to be mentioned in the Hindu scriptures, those who 

expressed sentiments or practised customs deviating from the 

expected role were not encouraged as a model of the ideal. 

Thus Ahalya' s moral slip, Draupadi' s polyandrous marriage, Tara's 

secondary rnarriar~e with her brother-in-law, Kunti' s pre-rnari tal 

folly and subsequently obtaining a son from one other than 

her husband, Darnayanti' s plan for ,-·a_ secondary marriage, 

Shakuntala' s parentage and secret marriage, tarnished their. -
images. In contrast those who enjoyed the highest reputation 

in this respect were Si ta, Savitri and P arvati. Their lives 

were considered remarkable for the absence of any interest 

outside their domestic affairs. Their careers demonstrate the 

all important, all embracing factor of their lives as the 

h b d d . t h. 61 G dk d . h th us an an servlc e o lrn. oen a, rlves orne e 

. t 62 th t poln · .. a : 

"' ~ . ' ~ [\ 14 

~------\ 

------· ------···--· ·- ... ··-------------
61. Prabhati Mukherjee, !j.indu women : Normative Models. 

(New Delhi, Orient Languar Ltd., 1978), PPe ·41-43. 

62. J. Goendka, 2p.cit., p. 63. 
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-· 
Thus, the ideal role of a woman,was ~hat of a loyal 

and chaste wife with an abiding interest in her household 
\ 

affairs1 to the exclusion of all other outside interests. 

Jeffrey notes that, dependence on husband was considered the only 

proper fate for a .respectable woman. The married woman's 

ornaments were·considered a sigh of happiness and the removal of 

jewellery when she was widowed was a d-ramatic display. of her 

grief at losing her role as a dependent wife. In fact, the old 

practice of ~ati.amongst the Hindus, epitomised this ideal of an 

---------·····-··~- -·. -· .. -·-- .. -- --------------------
Goendka . p. 24 .. 

Translation 
For married women the service of their husb;:mds is 
everything. For a married woman religious sa:Cri.fice, 
penance, donation, piligrj_mages., ·· 1 fastes, daily worship 
and service etc. are nothing com\-:::tred with the service 

· to husband. Without her husband or in the absence of 
her husband a woman is forbidden to independently donate 
do religious sacrifices and penance, fast, go for 
piligrimages etc. because for her, the service of 
her husband will give her all rewards. 



15 

uncompromising fidelity of the wife, wherein the married 

woman was denied the very right of ex:i stence without a husband. 

Equally significant is the fact that, many widows were even 

willing to perform sati, since the life delineated for a widow 

bl t tl h h d h .1. t• 64 was so a an y ars an uml la lng. 

Rituals : 

The· centrality of the domestic unit and primacy of role 

was sought to be reinforced and its cruciality stamped through, 

which formed, at least theoretically, an integral part of 

women' s daily lives. Numerous vratas were observed for the 

well being of the family as a whole or for the husband. .Y-ratas, 
. 65 as Beach, points out, were a special class of rel.igious 

rituals which included :QOO,j_g (non-vedic worship) and were 

performed mainly by women. The vrata was literally a vow. 

It was a calendrical ritual performed by an individual as an 

act of worship often to gain some specified benefit. Popular 
66 vratas included those undertaken for the husband , for sons 

or for brothers, or even for securing an ideal match by the 

unmarried girls. 

64. Pandita Ramabai Saraswati : O:Q.cit., p. 90. 

65. H.Papanek and G. Minault ( ed), o:Q.cit., p. 120. 

66. H.Papanek and G. Minault ( ed), _iP_id., p. 120. 
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These rituals, 67 as a part of festivals also, served to 

reaff~rm the woms.n' s identity in terms of her r'ole. She 
I 

performed and observed these rituals as a mother, a wife and as 
I 

a sister, They also underlined the value accorded to the male 

sex. 

Another point of significance was that the woman herself 

figured only indirectly at the munificience and of vrata 
i 

observance~ The vrata kathas often drew attention to the 

necesslty of adjustments and tothe demands of specific inter-
' 

relati;onships. On the other hand, there is .an instance of a 

68 
vrata to be observed by the Hindu women of U.P. to absolve 

them of sins committed as a consequ,ence of. performing their normal 

duties while in a state of pollution. These rituals : .erved to 

(a) r'e
1

affirm the woman' s separateness i.e. ner dis tine t identity 
! 

in terks of her role, for she performed and observed these 

ritual~ as a wife, a mother, a sister or even a prospective 
I 

wife; a.nd (b) underlined the value accorded to the male sex. 

67. 

68. 

j' 

The rituals observed for particular vratas did vary 
but broadly included the preparation of the mind and 

·body through fasting and bathing, occasionally the construction· 
of an image, tableau or an alpana (i.e., the design on the 1 

floor with rice flour paste or geru), or a design on the 
. ! wall, the reading of the Katha i.e. the story explaining 
:the significance of the ritual, worship to the appropriate 
deity and the sharing of the deity's prasad i.e., the 

ileavings at the completion of the ritual. 

I Information given by my nani. 
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Almost a similar and was accomplished by the superstitious 

beliefs among the communities of Hindus and Muslims. Jeffrey 

refers to the belief in the ' evil eye' or nazar wh,Lch is 

widespread throughout the Huslim middle East as well as in the 

Indian subcontinent. 69 The evil eye could affect anybody - men, 

women and~ children as well as animals and crops. On the whole, 

women and children, it was believed, were more vulnerable than 

men. One important facet of the evil eye which Jeffrey refers to 
---was, that the evil eye could attach itself to women in certain 

' conditions if they frequently left their h.omes. Virgins, new 

brides. and pregnant women - i.e. a sizeable proportion of all 

young women\- were particularly l~kely to be attacked. 
/ 

Significantly, those women who did venture out were themselves 

considered responsible for the attacks of the evil eye. Thus, 

the belief in the evil eye effectively regulated movement of the 

female population 04tside the home, as well as curtailed their 

social interaction.· Jeffrey state.s that several writers associate 

such beliefs particularly with complex differentiated societies 

in which envy may be an important element. 

In conditions of such a constricting environment, there 

were provisions of a safety valva, which by itself throw light on 

the degree of soc·ial constrtctions. The observance of the 

festival of H9li is especially significant in this context. 

69. P. Jeffrey: QQ~cit., p. 148. 



78 

Holi implied a disruption of the established social order and 

r its concommitant social code of conduct. The world turned topsy-

turvy on Holi. There were instances of men assuming women's roles, 

of men being beaten up by women (Holi at Mathura being famous for 

this), of affines on a formal avoidance relationship;coming in 

close contact
1
such·as a new bride and her older male affines, of 

hierarchies within the families~being overlooked, of jokes and 

talints, v~rbal and even physical neck fights not only among -members of the same sex but also between the members of the 

' opposit sex, marking the celeb~ation of Holi. Holi provlded' 

an outlet for frenzied behaViour, as well as an opportunity to 

indi victuals to negate conformity. , Its implications for the two 

sexes were significant. Holi served as a safety value against 

t·he pent up resentment consequent to the imposition of sex 

segregation and female seclusion. Implicitly, the social 

.·system recognised its oppressive nature. The lifting of normal 

taboos and restraints obviously served to emphasize them and to 

reaffirm the hierarchical principle. By taking on the role of the 

other' s each actor probably learnt to play his own routine 

roles. 

Socialization : 

Girls from their infancy were socialized into their 

inevitable roles as wives and mothersr the centrality of the 
' 

domestic realm and its accompanying responsibilities. The games 



played by little girls were important in this respect. Dolls11 

marriages, fol' example, complete with all preparations for 

ceremonies and decorations as well as the.house leaving by the 

bride. Playing house etched the significance attached to the 

domestic realm, and the social distinctions attached to the 

two sexes. Thus, future role and responsibilities within a 

household were internalized. 

The treatment meted out to the _girls and boys reinforced 

the distinctions. There are instances of partiality in 

matters of diet. especially. Thus, while boys 'got milk, the 

girls did not necessarily get it even in the upper class households 

where there was no dearth of anything. Male infants were 

suckled longer than female infants. G hee ( pur.ified butter) was 

an essential pert of the diet of the male. There were instances 

of a careless attitude even in whether girls slept straight 

on the floor, or whether they slept on jute mats in households 

which could afford better arrangements. Little girls were 

expected to shoulder responsibilities ·of the siblings too. 70 

Conformity to the established norms was essential 

and instilled. Girls may not have donned a burga or a ghunghat 

there may not have been rigid restrictions on their movements or 

interaction, but at the same time the fear of a marr ~d reputation 

which jeopardized their marriage alliances, endorsed an effective 

check on the activities of the girls. 

70. Evident in many homes. e.~. in/ my mother' s paternal home. 
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Socialization can be attributed to the guiding authority 

of the women themselves - especially the older generation. 

Jeffrey refers to instances of Pirzade woman who, while 

complaining about the discomfort and conspicuousness of a burqa 

turned rigidly in favour of donning of burqa by their daughters. 

One girl commented· that, once when she was going out without··? _burg~ 

her mother called her back for· ·she was annoyed that her daughter 

dared to go out 'naked' like that. In another instance, a girl 

had not moved out of the house since two years because she had 

' been adamant about not wearing the bur(lli •. Ultimatelv shhe 

capitulated not because she changed her opininn but Jecause she 

would at least be permitted to ac~ompany family rnemb·2rs outside 

the house. In yet another case, a teenaged girl had stopped 

going to school, because she did not want to wear a b~ 

and her grand-mother insisted that she wear it. 71 

In this context it, is interesting to note that it was the 

woman who became the oppressors of their own sex. Rama Mehta's 

novel, graphically describes how Geeta' s mother-in-law, directed 

herJ "Binniji", she said gently but firmly, "keep your face 

covered, by now you should be able to move around, without 

uncovering your face". 72 Similarly Pari the old maid of the 

have li instructed her, 11 don't ever forget that your face must 

71. P. Jeiffrey, op.cit., p. 156. 

72. R."Mehta, op.cit., p. 76. 
" 



always remain covered". 73 The comments on Geeta were also 

indicative of the women's attitudes" •••• Let us see how she 

adjusts. After all, she is educated and on top of that she is 

not from Udaipur. What a risk to get an outsider, especially 
' 74 

when there is only one son". The women thus received the 

outsider with a penchant to identify her lapses in the 

established norms. - ....... 

Pedigree Preoccupation : · 

. 
Though not absent in the lower classes, the women vs 

women authoritarianism or pressure for-conformity re ~erred to 
I 

above was especially marked in the higher classes wh1~re the 

whole complex of pedigree assumed crucial dimensions .. 75 The 

women of the higher castes and classes were believe'd· to. the 

an exclusive group. ·The name and~ social standing of their 

families rested also on the unblemished reputation of the female 

members. Secluded as they were, the women of these families 

derived a sense of personal worth and self-respect from their 

membership of an exclusive group. Hence, they also stood to 

1lose in case of deviations from the expected behaviour or 

73. R. Mehta, jJ:>id. , p. 15. 

74. R,.r.1ehta, ibid., p. 15. 

75. i:lc..::;earcheE of F .Mehta, _g~i t; F'. Mernissi op. cit., 
r- Jeffrey, op. cit; C. ·Makhlouf .QP. cit; H. P apanek 
and G. Minaul t •. QP. c.i t. 

·. 



standards of conduct. Apart from this general consideration 

of class, there is also another point of significance. A 

eye lical pattern is also discernible. Vl omen gained in authority 

and power within their household also with ag@ and genealogical 

seniority. The most valuable and weakest in authority of any 

kind was the newly>wedded bride. She conformed, served and 

was guided by an austere, dem~d-ing hand of the older 
- ' 

generation. With time she reached that position of authority 

herself and reaped,the advantages of power within the household, 

as an affine of the young bride's husband •. She had waited 

long for that position· and was obviously not willing to forge 

.it. This cyclicallyoporessive system was repeated generation 

after generation. 

It is imperative to note that women of genealogical 

seniority. and age derived their authority and power as mothers 
- I ·of soms andJ. .not as mothers of a daughter. For, this meant 

that their family would be in a position of bride takers and not 

bride givers. That) a son in the family meant that a ba:hu 

would join the household in the future 'to serve' the son's family, 

especially his mother and relieve her of the household drudgery 

was· an extremely popular notion in U .P. The importance of 

male issues hence, never suffered. Women's hegemony extended 

over other women. It did not come into conflict with that of 

men of equal genealogical seniority and age. 



A fact that clearly emerges from the above discussion is 

that these set paradigms of social interactioh between the 

sexes handled ambiguities of interaction especially in the 

smaller unit of society - the extended family. That, it was the 

woman who was a surer target of 'control' and adjustment compared 

to the male is a crucial point. The labels of a Hindu or a 

Muslim did not result in any signifi~ant difference for the 

woman in terms of the value accorded to her sex, vis-a-vis 

the male. Hindu· women belonging to different classes enjoyed 

no particular advantage over their, Muslim sisters belonging 

to the same classes. The ideological ideals of Hindus 

and Muslims did not differ to the extent of different consequences 

for the women of the two communities. It is mo~~ logical to 

believe that, 

II -pardg •••• pressed least hard on the very poor and on 
the rich. For the rich there would be alleviations, 
air and light were not denied them, in the physical 
or in the cultured sense ••• For the poor the demands of 
hard necessity often raised the veil. It is upon women 
of the middle classes that the institution bears 
hardertt,- those who for the sake of conventional 
respectability adopt it in its most rigid form without 
having the means to render the seclusion healthy or 
even tolerable". 76 

76. A.R. Caton (ed) Th ke of roare s: A urv:y of the 
.status_gpd con_Qi tions of women in India. Lo)don, 
Humphrey and Milford. Oxford Univ. Press. 1930) , p. 116. 



Separate Worlds 
' 

The parda system as it operated in U.P., can be better 

understood in terms of what: Thpan.ek refers· to as the 11 two 

interacting and closely related principles of separate worlds 

and the provision ,of symbolic shel ter 11 • 
77 Separate worlds were 

related closely to the d~vision of labour. But here, the division 

of labour was based on the distinction in sex. Thi; division 

formed the counterpart of spatial_ allocation between the males 

and females. Thus, while men worked outside the home, the 

women worked inside the home. There are varying descriptions of 

the separate world of women, behind the parda;The world of the 

upper class 1 '/ITOmen had its share o,f comfort, luxury, relaxation, 
,,· -

friendships, enjoyment and amusement and ceremonies as well 

as a band of servants. There were cooks, water carriers, 

personal attendants, barbers, washermen and sweepers to do the 

housework. The women of the lower class households - the poorer 
\ 

state led lives akin to- frogs down a deep well. Vreede De Steurs 

also describes the vest differences between the world of high

class women and the lower class'women, who observed parda. 

For some, it meant a lifetime of confinement in one room. 

The census fo-r 1911 for U.P •. too noted that " ••••• plague attacks 

women more than men and it does so because women are confined 

to their house more than men. The _pard a system, however, among 

77. H•Papanek and G. Minault ( ed) : _Qp.cit., pp. 27 and 34. 
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the well-to-do classesj_S .. not necessarily an ally of plague : 

for it does prevent women from travelling with proper precautions 

and the well-to-do can remove their womankind out of the harm' s 

way to an unifected house when necessary. It becomes dangerous 

only when such removal is impossible. In other words, it is present 

among the poorer cl,asses who despite their poverty observe 

parda. The Muhammadan community contains a very large proportion 
/' 

of poor gentle folk who are as proud as they are poor, who would 

die rather than let their women appear unveiled ••• 1178 

In U.P. a"1d in .fact North India, where the parda system 

was a rigid phenomenon, the specific division of labour, 

especially reinforced by principles of caste, affected Hindus 
I 

as well as Muslims. It prevented-'inen from doing tasks defined 

as women's work and they were therefore dependent on women e.g. 

a physically exhausting work like grinding wheat etc. into 

flour. Womr::n were similarly dependent on men for an access to 

~oods and services outside the home. In this case, t~sks 

associated with housework were also undertaken by men. Thus, 

the responsibility of buying daily food supplies fell to the 

man's share of work. Alternatively even children could be sent 

on such errands. Chaperoning was an essential duty of men in 

case ·women had to run outside errands • 

. Traversing of the publ~c spaces without a chaperone for the 

woman was ·?t her O'N!l risk. According to Sharma, 11 so long as a woman 

78. fensus of India, 1911, Vol. XV. United Provinces of Agra 
and Oudh, Pt.I, Report~, p., 110. 
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stays in 0er own home or her own field she can claim that any 

violation of her honour has taken place inspite of the protection 

of her men-folk and her own due care". Otherwise, 11 she herself 

is responsible to her family for any loss of reputation which 

.they may suffer as a result of her behaviour (or the behaviour 

of others to her)· in, public spaces". 79 While this specificity 

resulted from and' in turn result~d in a premium on marriage, 
;1 

it led to a high degree of mutual dependence. It also conferred 

a certain dominance to the two sexes in their respective spheres. 

,Yet, the fact that women, almost as a rule were financia~ly 

dependent on men cannot be overlooked. 

/ 

PrimaQ..Y. of the man' s worlQ. __ - the outside 

It can also be argued that since the parda system allocated 

separate worlds to men and women focusing. on the division of 

·labour and since it was primarily' outside' the horne world of men 

which sustained the world of women economically and socially, 

the outside sphere overrode the ' inside sphere' of the household 

in importance. The outside sphere conferred a sort of authority, 
80 prestige and cultural value which was the prereogative of men. 

This dqes not, however, imply that if the women stepped into the 

qg.,. Alfred De' Souza ( ed) : ..QI?..!_cit., p. 224. 

80. M. Z. Rozaldo and L. Lamphere ( ed) : ..QJ2.,cit., p. 8. 
J.· 



outside sphere it gave them the membership of an impcctant sphere. 

Rather, the central concerns with protecting the femc:le and a 

maintenance of harmony in the kingroup already defined their 

identities in terms of their roles. The avenues by which women 

gained prestige and a sense of value were shapped, often limited, 

by their associations with the domestic world81 .. 

Female participation in th~ outside sphere was either 

out of. sheer necessity as in the case of the lower-classes 

(and this is important) or the participation was translated in 

·terms of what would suit their role. Thus, the occupatiQnal 

structure of U.P. in the early half of the twentieth century 

reveals that v1anen were concentrated either in the tasks and 
\ 

' I 

occupations connected with 'women" s work' lilce flour grinding, 

midwifery, or in trades like grain parching, oil pressing, 

weaving and spiru"'ling of wool and cotton and basket making 

which were home based; or in ritually low-ranked occupations of 

scavenging, . trade in betel and in grass, collection and sale of 

82 firewood and collecting of wood. There are instances of 

flourishing zamindaris in the early years of the twentieth 

century in U.P., which disintegrated because the male head of the 

household expired and there were no sons old enough to take over 

the reigns of responsibility. The older women of the household 

81. M.Z. Rosaldo & L. Lamphere (ed), ibid., p. 8. 

82. Census of India. United provinces 'of A"gra and Oudh Part I 
Report tor the years 1901, 1911 , 1921, 1931. 



who were even aware of the finer nuances of, administ1 ·ring the 

estate and could have done as well as any other male could not 
I 

do so in reality because a woman was not meant to do it. 83 

Symbolic shelter 

Integrally linked to the ·notion of a separate world of men 

and women is the principle of s~olic shelter for the women. 

This principle is in line with the notion of women'·s place 

within the home; of their dominance in their respec'tive sphere 

'as well as their interdependence, and of the authority, Prestige 

and cultur-al value to the outside s:r:he re' vlhich economically sustained 

the world 'in:side' • Thus, it was the occupants of the 'inside' 
/ 

world. -i.e., the women, who required to be sheltered. 

According to Papanek84 , the complex of symbolic shelter. is 

supported by the strongly felt tension between the kin unit and 

the outside world. This has deep 1implications for women on. 

account of underlying assumptions about human inte~action and 

about the nature of men and women. 

Concept of women : 

The Hindu and' Muslim ideology regarding the woman also 

conclusively supported theihotions of segregating the women and 

83. The case of my paternal grand-·mother' s paternal household. 

84. I-h P apanek and G. Minaul t ( ed) , op. cit. , p. 3 5. 



secluding them, though there is no coherent body of detailed 

empirical data on which generalizations could be made. 85 The 

concept of women varied from regarding them as victims to 

temptresses. There could be clear differences in the concept 

of women in/the two communities of Hindus and Muslims. According 

to Papanek, in the Pakistani society, the general impression that 

prevailed, was, that women were/victims rather than temptresses, 

but that both men and women did have strong sexual desires which 

1 
. . 86 

were individual y difficult to control. Carstairs noted 

, the prevailing impressions of Hindus - Rajputs, Brahmins. and Banias 

in a Rajasthani-village - regarding women. The newly wedded wife 

and the husband were strangers. She :stood as II an emissary of 
; 

the race of women and as such for carnal temptatlon, for 

seduction from the ideal values" represented by the father and 
87 .&YJJ of the mano 

Allen noted that historically, an explicit theory of an 

ideology of purity determined the hierarchical evolution of the 

Hindu society. Allen agrees with Yalman that purity remains the 

principle .. idiom of status differentiation, and hence a major 

preoccupation with the maintenance of female chastity. A direct 

function of the purity of the women folk thus, was the pority 

--·-
85. H. P apanek and G. Minault ( ed): tbid. , p. 36. 

86. H. P apanek and G. Minault ( ed): ibid., pp. 193, 196, 213. 

87. H. P apanek and G. Minault ( ed): .ibid.' p. 36. 



of caste. A wayvrard girl could ruin the status aspirations of 

h . 1 k. 88 er rna e 1nsmen. The pr emiurn on purity amongst the Hindus 

and Muslims in U.P., is evident in the menstrual taboos on the 

women folk. The value accorded to the sexes is evident in the 

seclusion practices after child birth. The personal seclusion 

which indicated a state of impurity was more in case it was a 

fema,le child than if the child was a boy. The pre-menarche female 

ritually was accorded a high value vis-a-vis the older females. 

In fact, there were even ritual observances, wherein the pre-

menarche girl was even worshipped, since ·::she was considered 

'goddess incarnate, whereas the menstruating girl ,was not ~allowed 

to enter th~ place of worship or the kitchen. 

An instance of notions simi ~ar to those pointed out by 

Carstairs i.e. the notion of women as not the victims is also 

noted in the Muslim society of Morocco by Iv'lernissi. N ernissi 

cites Imam al Ghazali 1 s classical work T.he Reviv!rication of 

Religious Scicepce$ Vol .... JI, which :sees in women a deEtructive all 

absorbing power. According to Mernissi, what I slam attacked 

and debased was not sexuality, but the 'woman who was considered 
J 

the embodim·~nt of destruction and a symbol of disorder. Ghazali' s 

conception of the individual considered the women a threat 

to humanity on account of her _qu_aid power i.e., the power to 

deceive and defeat men by cunning and intrigue and not force. 

88. M. Allen and S.N. Mukherjee (ed.): op.cit~, p.6 
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The anti heterosexual involvement was embodied in sex segregation 

and its corollaries: arranged marriages, the important role of 

mothers in the son''s life and the fragility of the ma'ital bond. 

Whether held as victims or temptresses, pure o·:-- impure, 

the conclusive point indicated the necessity of a rigourous 

control of the female which was achieved by the whole complex of 

_2arda, for it was the female who __formed the focal point of 

vulnerability. A rigorous observance of control which would 

imply confining the women within their separate world ensured 

a protection of the aspect of vulnerability. Since the issue of 

protection of the female would reflect on the protectors, the 

female became an indicator of the status of her protectors as 
\ 

well. 

The notions of protection of women formed an important 

dimension for conventionally arranged and early marriages. Early 

and arranged marriages were chara~teristic practices in U.P. 

The marriage of first cousins was a popular practice among the 

Muslims. Amongst theH indus, however, it was a taboo) and 

hypergamy was often followed, th~making the issue of reputation 

particularly sensitive. Marriage within the family as amongst 

the Muslims did not allow for any scope of waywardness on the 

part of the girl. It was noted that some castes even observed 

·the custom of "petmanganiya" by which children yet unborn were 

promised _in mar:ri~ge. __ SiJ1gnificantly
1 
the census n9ted tha~ ___ _ 

amongst the majority of castes, the custom of child marriages 



had probably arisen through an init~ation of the highest 

castes. 89 

The operation ofthe ·notion of symbolic shelter in U.P. 

is evident in the migration patterns chartered by the census. 

The migration patterns of the t;.rvo sexes, r'eveal a distinct 

difference in terms of thetr causality. Reasons of employment 

led to male ·migration. Female migrants in this context were 

very low •. Female migration was primarily due to marriage and 

the consequent change of residence, especially for the Hindu 

' females and was of a permanent nat·ure. 90 The 1911 census 

.also noted, that in the case of temporary and periodic migration 

which was undertaken for employment or due to a change of 
I 

seasons, men were in excess, except in. the case of · pilgrimages. 

Pilg:r.irris .:, it was noted, were more usually women than men for, in 

accordance with the 'Principle of division of labour' "the 

· woman' s part" was "to pray" and Irian' s 11 to work". 91 

In fact, the 1901 census had pointed out that "there has 
I 

been a tendency among males to migrate more and amongst females 

to migrate le2.s during that decade because the decrease in the 

number of marriages, which it is known occurred, has very 

89 .. 

90. 

91. 

Census of India. 1901 Vol. XVI. North Western-Provinces and 
Oudh., pp. 116 and 117. 

Census of India. North~ptern Provinces & Oudh 1901 Vol. XVI 
Part I, Report. P .. 42, Census of India. United Provinces of 
Agra and Oudh 1911, VoL XV, Part I Report. p. 86; 1921, 
Vol. XVI Part I. Report., p. 42 •. 

Census of India. United provinces of Agra and Oudh 1911 
Vol. XV, Part I , Report. p. 86. 



appreciably dimnished migration among females. The dimunition 

is in fact so marked, that it more than balances the increase 

that has taken place in migration amongst males11 •
92 

Significantly, the census of 1921 noted that 11 domestic 

unpleasantness" was a possible reason for emigration 11 inspite of 
-

the greatly increased demand for labour" in the province. 

Majority of these emigrants were_ .... males. "This fact bears out 

what must be the impression of anyone who has acted as an 

emigration officer ••••• that emigrants generally leave their 

'homes not to better their·prospects but to escape domestic 

unpleasantness". 93 This, apart from other factors of poverty 

and better prospects elsewhere, the intra-family paradigms of 

dominance and dependence were manifest social realities. 

Also, while it goes to show that domestic ·unpleasantness could 

be a cause for emigration, it also points to the fact that this 

. possible opportunity of escape hardly seemed to have existed 

for women. 

~COn..Q!IliC rights 

The interaction of the principle of separate '.rorlds and 

symbolic shelter is evident in the occupational structure of 

women in U.P. in the early half of the twentieth century as well 

as their economic rights. 

92. Census of India. N orth-W.estern Provinces and Oudh 1901 
Vol. XVI, Part I, Report, p. 42. 

I 

Census of India ~'l orth-.Western Provinces & Oudh 1901, 
vor::·-~vi , Part J Report, p. L 



The occupational structure of U.P~ in the early half of 

·the twentieth century94 shows that the proportion of female 

earners was hi8h in those professions which were carried on by 

the ritually low ranked castes like those of scavenging, trade 
/ . 

in betel or in grass coll~ection and sale of firewood, selling of 

milk and field labour. In 1901, it was noted that fEnales 

outnumbered males in the case of ,.field labourers. Professions 

which did not require physical strength more than what the 

woman was capable of but which did require a technical knowledge 

'remained predominantly the preserve of menfolk e.g. in industries 

connected with luxury like that of goldsmiths. 

Profes,sions like law, ~ublic administration, trade in 

textiles, proprietorship, land ov.rnership and in industries 

connected with luxury, were the presserve of high caste families. 

It was considered unseeming for the women of these fami·lies to 

,engage in any occupation. These occupations in fact had the 

highest number of dependents since reasons of 1 social status' 

prevented their women to work and their children attended school. 

Female workers or female earners dominated those professions 

which were traditionally considered to be essentially the woman' s 

----- -----------
94. Cepsus of India.!. North-Western Provinces of Agra and Oudh 

1901. Vol. XVI , Part I , Report, pp o 259-266. .Q__~nsus of 
~. United provinces of Agra and Oudh 1911, Vol. XV, 

· Part-I, Report, pp. 401-403, Cep_su§ of Indi~. United 
provincer of Agra and Oudh 1921. Vol. XVI, Part I, 
Report, p. 169. 
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job, as noted earlier. These professions included flour grinding, 

rice pounding, 11 production of raw materials or trade in food 

stuffs". 95 Women earners domin~ted occupations which would enable 

them to keep within the limits of the private space vis-a-vis 

the public space - i.e. in home based indu~tries like yarn 

spinning and basket- making and ivory carving. Similarly, 

professions like midwifery and m9..sseuring which catered to a 

female clientele were dominated by women. 

Women's work in those occupations which otherwise would 

'require a helper or an extra hand like that of the potter and 

the weaver was regarded differently from that of the man' s 

for purposes 
1
of wage enumeration. It was seen primarily as 

/ 

supplementary labour rather th?J.n competitive labour i.e. ·.at 

complementary parts of the industry·.. The woman' s work implici ty 

deserved no wages - it was enough that she had saved the wages 

which may have had to be given to!a hired assistant. 

In the context of the almost. institutionalized sex -

segregation in th~ economic arrangements in India during ~he 

early half of the twentieth century, it is interesting to note 

that in the sphere of agricult~re and trade, the policies of the 

colonial rulers ran counter to the interests of the women and 

im~licitly recognised only the male as the earning head of the 

95. Census of India 1921, United provinces of Agra and Oudh 
'Vol. XVI, Part I, Report. p. 177. 



household. The inflow of financial resources to pay for the 

rule of the British dependend on the development of land revenue 

systems, detailed settlements and assessment. It also 

necessitated important decisions on tenure and proprietary rights. 

The effective O\vnership of most land was vested in cultivators. 

In the various forrris of land settlements, - a hybrid of Mahalwari 

·settlement or the permanent settlement in U.P., the land and 

revenue policy was concluded invariably with the head of the 

household, who was also invariably the male even in cases where 
; 

physically he was absent. 

Similarly, in the agricultural 'sector, the cash crop 

revolution led to an extent ion of, commerical crop acreage. 

Colonial lav.rs and policies diverted land, labour and marketing 

outlets to cash crops, enabling cities and tovms like Cavmpore, 

J hans i, H eerut, f'-1 or ada bad, Bareilly, S hahjahnpur to gro·.-; in 

stature. The cash crop revolution also directed the flow 

of cash to and from each household through its head. Thus, 

payments went mainly to the men. The contention here is not 

that in the ore-cash crop revolution stage of agriculture in 

U~P. , women had a distinctly better deal than men in matters of 

finances, but that the developments Of a cash crop ec:onomy gave 

' a legal sanction to. th(::: str~i t-jacketed lives of women. 

Further, the degree to which women were expected to 

confine themselves to the domestic sphere only and ':he degree 

to which the principle of 'providing for her' exist ;d, is evident 

in the property rights that oper:: ed for women. 



According to the r1litakshara law, and the Banaras and 

Mi thila sub-schools of r'li takshara law of inheritance operative 

for Hindu women in U.P., only s.pecified female relations could 

succeed as heirs to the males. However, whenever a female 

heir succeeded,(unlike a male heir) she took a limited estate 

only, in the nature. of life-estate. She did not have a right to 

sell off the property. 

The Hindu woman's right to inheritance was intimately 

connected with the IV! i takshara law of joint family, ace or ding to 

'which coparcenary properties i.e. those allowing for joint 

ovmer ship, were. extremely important. Significantly, only males 

could be co-parceners. Prior to 1937 in U.P. joint-~amily 
\ 

properties revolved on male coparceners only, aceord_ng to the 

principle of survivorship. Female heirs were enti tl(~d to inherit 

but only in the absence of male heirs who were natur.al or could 
6 

.have been adopted. 9 Therlluslim law in its attitudes to women's 

rights of inheritance revealed a relatively redeeming feature 

since it significantly cnecked the problems of disinh~ri tance of 

women. The concept of inequality remained inherent in the law 

of succession whereby a female heir could take only one half of 

what a male heir of the same degree wou1d tal<e. 97 

96. B. S ivararnayya : VI omen' s rights of inheritance in India. 
A Comparative study of equality and protection. IV!adrsa§ 
Law JournqJ Office. 1973, pp. 3-5. 

97. B. Sivaramayya. !_bid., p. 9. 



The issue of property rights for women, Hindu or Muslim 

sho~s the attempts to esablish a definite pattern of life for 

women. Lack of financial resources ensured 1 and an almost nil 

economic right ensured
1

a weak if not non-existent access to the 

sphere outside the domestic realm and reinforced literally 

as well as ideolog-ically the notions of 1 being provided for' 

for the femalee· 

TherP.fore, the complex ideology of parda, effectively 

excluded women from the public spahere, the political and 

economic processes and interactions of which were publicly 

acknowledged, and encased them in a symbolic shelter whether 

literal or ideological. 

Negotiated nrivilege 

The symbolic shelter was however, even considered as a 

'negotiatP.d privilege' and this formed a significant dimension 

of the interpretations of pardao Parda saved them from the 

harsh realities of fending for a living or for basic necessities. 

It instead enabled the women, the luxury of relaxing at b.ome 

instead of interacting with strange man in the publ~c sphere. 

Thus "we are as much mistresses of our homes D.S we could have 

been if parda was never introduced. Our control over the menfolk, 

the children and the servants is as complete as those of the 

women of any other country. The fact that we observe ..P,arda 



makes our men more considerate towards us11 •
98 Roger;, 99 

draws attention to some of the informal political precesses 

which occur 11 off stage" i.e. in the domestic sphere from which 

women are not excluded, especially, if the domestic sphere is 

'where t!1e ·action is' and the n1ale members of the household 

exert a very weak public power as in the case of agricultural 

labourers and the other ritually,~nd socially low ranked 

professions, where the situation of women is not a disability. 

However, this is only a single facet of the varied 

'dimensions of the life of a woman in a sex- segregated society 

with rigidly saYJ.ctioned female seclusion.. To argue that the 

issues of male dominance and female dependence either in 
' 

literal terms of social, political and economic power or in 

pscychological terms of internalization of the behavioural 

norms are illusionary, would be lop-sided. Vijay Laxmi P andi t 

.thus pointed out that, 

11 a myth has persisted that, inspi te of Jl..-~-~' and 
·other social handicaps, the I nclian woman was· the 
real power inside the home. All sorts of instances 
have been quoted to prove this theory and various 
historical records have been brought to light to 
show that all real power lay in the hands of the 
elder woman of the family. This is in my opinion 
an entirely wrong representation of the case and the 
argument is used by those men who though outwardly 
educated, have not been able to uproot from their 
minds the inherited superstition and tradition of 
ages.. • • • • 'l'his mother or wife • • • . • • was a 

98. A.R. Caton (ed): 2Q~cit., p. 117. 

99. B. Rogers. _gp 1 cit., pp. 54, 161, 163. 
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useful person to have in the background and the 
myth of her pov1er helped many a meek man out of un
comfortable corners ••• the constant repetition of it 
had to a greDt extent, affected the minds of the 
women themselves, who, while living practically 
as slaves in their own homes, really imagined that 
they had as much power as they wanted" .100 

Thus Mastelli notes that "to the majority ••• there must 

remain, the dull monotony, the restrictions and the lack of 

occupation", which absence of contact with the world involves. 101 

The successive censuses of U.P. in the early twentieth 

century empirically reiterate as noted above, in the migration 

patterns, occupational distribution,. the negative orientation 

of 2_arda for women, thus dispelling _any theoretically argued 
' doubts regarding its circumscribirrg effect for the Hindu and 

'tl1uslim women. Successive census reports noted this especially 

in the area of the education of women in U. P. which shall be 

discussed in the fourth chapter. 

--·-·------------------··---------- -----
100. Pandit Vijay Lakshmi : So I became a minister (A-llahabad & 

London, Kitabistan, 1939) p. 66. 

101. In A.R. Caton ( ed) : op,.cit., p. 118. 



CHAPTER -. III 

SOCIO-POLITICAL PROFILE OF U.,P.(1227-47) , 

A brief historical survey of the socio-poli tica.l condition 

of U.P. in the early 20th century provides a relevant backdrop 

to an inv'estigation of women' s education in the state. The 

social paradigms and economic arrangements current in the state 

reflected the realities of dominance and dependence. The 

political processes in this milieu modified and re-inforced the 

social and economic status-quo. 

Juxtaposition of Hindus and Muslims in U.P. :; 

Hindus and Muslims constituted the two major communities 

of U.P.. The assumption and argument that compared to Hindus/ 
/ 

Muslims were backward, did not apply to U.P. 1 (a-d). The Muslims 

of U.P. were not backward as they were in Bengal. Urban 

Muslim concentrations in U.P. towns mainly consisted of artisans, 

shopkeepers and petty traders. On the other hand, in large parts 

of Avadh and the Aligarh - Bulandshahr region, Hindu peasants 

faced Muslim taluqdars and landlords 2 • 

1. (a) Anil Seal, Emer ence of I ndi n nation li rn 
and colla92Jr.?1ion in the later 1fth.~~t. 
Cambridge University Press.· 1968 • 

(b) 
in India 

(c) 

( d) Surni t S arkar : Modern India. 

' e, S~ Sa:tl<ar, ibid. .. 60. 



102... 

U.P. formed the base from where the ideology of this 
i 

dominant Muslim elite spread throughout Eastern and Western India. 
' 

·The traditional· elite felt increasingly threatened by the Hindu 

trader, money lender and professional groups buying land, 

capturing municipalities and obtaining jobs at its expense3. 

Thus political demands were made by the Muslims of U.P .. because 

of the de sire of the Mus lim eli t§!~ to remain in the dominant 

position vis-a-vis the Hindu-, population. 

That, the Muslims in the early 20th century were not 

~backward in U.P., were not conspicuously lagging behind the 

Hindus, and that in some respects they were even placed 

advantageously in comparison with the Hindus, is demonstrated 
' \ 

by the pattern~ of urbanization, literacy, and English education, 

empl·oyment and communication4• : 

Census reports demo~strate that the Muslim population 

of U.P .. was relatively more urbanised than the Hindu population 

in the late 19th century and the early half of the 20th century5. 

As late as 1931 while 29.c% of the Muslims were living in towns, 
I 

only 7.7fo of the Hindus were town dwellers. Also, the urban 

Muslim population showed a steady increase from 33. 9}b in 1891 to 

38.1% in 1941, but the urban Hindu population recorded a decline 

from 64. 3o/o to 59.~, in the same years. Though in the crucial 

3. s.sarkar, ~.' p. 77. 

4. P.Brass ( 1975) op.cit., p. 141. 
-

5. Census of India. 1931, Vol. XVIII P t.1., pp. · 54-;52~; 1941, 
Vo 1. VI. pp.. 56, 81. 
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years of Hindu-Muslim conflict, the urban Hindu-Muslim 

population ratio \'Tas beginning to shift in favour of Hindus· it 

is doubtful if the shift was pronounced enough to influence 

Muslim political attitudes. Thus, the Muslim urban population 

was much larger vis-a-vis the urban Hindu population and also 

the Hindu rural population was larger than that of the Muslims. 

By the tirile .W .We Hunters' /~The Indian Musalman' s was 
/ 

published in 1871, Muslims in the North Western Provinces and 

Oudb showed a distinct advantage over the Hindus in the new 

1·system of education6 • Muslims surpassed the Hindus since- the 

literacy was 5.<:¥o among Muslims vis-a-vis 5.c% among Hindus 

in 1911. In .. 1921 there were 7./..f/o rvluslim literate males aged 

5 years and above compared to 7. (}6 Hindus of the same! age group. 

By 1931, the Huslims showed a distinct advantage over the 

Hindus - 9~'"?/o literate Iv'luslims as compared with 8.9}6 Hindus7 • 

English education had a crucial political dimension, 

and here too the M uslims had an edge over the Hindus8 • Although 

Muslims were a minority, they belonged to a more literate strata 

of society9: 

6. P. Brass, op.cite, p. 146o 

7. Census ofindi?, 1 op,cit., P. Brass,i.bid., p. 147 .. 

8. P.Brass, ibid., p. 147. The statistics are not 
consistently available. 

9. A. Seal, op.cit., p.6o. 
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The proportion of the Muslim male literates as well as 

literate in English to the proportion of the total Mu.slim 

population 'of the state, was higher than the corresponding 

proportion of Hindu literates as well as Hindu literates in English 

to t~e total Hindu population of U.P. From 1901 onwards, till 
-

1931, the Muslims c~osed in the gap and made more rapid advances 

than the Hindus. In the total l~_terate population, the Muslims 
/ 

improved from over 12% in 1901 to over 15b in 1931, whereas:~lhhe 

nroportion of literate Hindus declined from over 82}6 in 1901 

'to over 7o/o in 1931. Muslim literates in English were ov..er 1Lf;6 

in 1901 and by 1931 their proportion to over 19'6. The Hindus 

comprised over 5lffo of the English literate population in 1901 

and improved to over 6~;6 by 1931. Amongst the urban literates 

M.uslims comprised over 2Gb of the population in 1901 and 

increased to over 28% in 1931, while for the same years, the 

urban literate Hindus comprised over 73% and declined to a little 

over 6,/o. The Muslim urban literate in Engl~sh in 1901 11 

comprised of over 17% of the total English literate · population 

in U. P. and rose to 2276 in 1'931, while the Hindu urban English 

literate population in 1901 stood at 6&/o and declined to over 5~ 

in 1931 10 .. Thus, Muslims improved more rapidly than the Hindus 

in education a chacacteristic which they demonstrated dn th,e 

urbanisation pattern as well. However, the Hindus continued to 

10. Census of India : 1931 VoL XVIII Pt. I. pp. 453, 457, 
h65-7, 475-9, 481-2; 1921 Vol. XVI Pt. i. pp. 115, 118;23, 
127; 1911 Vol. XV Pt.I; pp. 252, 264-9. 
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comprise the majority of the total population and the English 

literat.e population. . The numerical prepondetence of the Hindus 

·put the Muslims into a minority even though for the period 

between 1901 to 1931, Muslims in the urban English educated 

classes, multiplied themselves more than four times, whereas the 

Hindus multiplied themselves by slightly less than three times. 

Though in terms of percentages ~d proportions the Muslims were 

not backward compared to the Hindus, it was a fact of immense 

socio-political significance that bY. 1931, there were 1,631,640 

'Hindu literates as compared to 311,569 Muslims, that ther::.e were 

230,542 urban Hindus literate vis-a-vis 103,589 Muslims and 

68,838 urban Hindus literate in English - i.e., the class 
\ 

\rlhich provided the politicians, lawyers and Government servants, 

whilst the Muslims numbered 26,37511 • Thus, in literal 

numerical terms,. Muslims remained ,a minority, and this 

consciousness formed the theme of: their political harpings in 

the early half ot the 20th century. 

The ruin of M uslims, their eclipse from prestigious 

government service and their economic deprivations was the 

theme of Hunter's description of the Muslims in Bengal. The 

memorial of the national Muhammadan Association generalised this for 

the whole of India. However, they were aware.that in the 

11. ~. Brass. op. cit. , p.. 150. 
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North Western Porvinces, -the disproportion between the two -

races was probably not so great 12• Their complaint was against 

the sheer out-numbering of the Muslims by the Hiridus in the 

Government offices. 

Muslims, as an official reported, were represented well 

enough in government offices,in fact - out of all proportion 

to the population figures 13. Out ___ of the 54,130 native officials 

holding apr>Ointments under this Government, 35,302 were Hindus 

and 18,828 Muhammadans, being 65.2.2% Hindu and 34. 7&/o as against 

86.7~/o and 13.2~/o in the general population14• 

Hindus were sometimes outnumbered in the late 19th century, 

in prestigioup positions of deputy collectors and tehsildars. 

The Secretary to the Goyernment of India noted that, "the 

figures submitted indicate that in respect' of offices in the 

subordinate Executive and Judicial services including all the 

higher and better paid appointments, the Mohammadans nad secured 

not only a fair proportion, but almost an unduly liberal share 

of patronage1115 , by the end of the nineteenth century .. 

12. P .Brass • .il:W:i., p. 150. Correspondence on the s.ybject of the 
education of the Muhamma.Q._an Community in Briti§h Inqia and 
their Emnlo.YIDJill...t 'i.P the Publ-ic Service Generally. Calcutta. 
Superintendent of Government Printing, India 1886. p. 240. 

13. P. Brass.op.cit., p. 150. 

14. P.Brass • .il;U.d., p. 150. Corre§pondence on the sub.iect of the 
EctJJcation of the M_yham!T)a,Q._an CQII!.Jll1dD.:.ttY.: in British India and 
their Emplo.Y.IQent in the Public Service Generally. p. 286. 

15. P.Brass. ibido, p. 151. 



107 

The 1911 and 1921 census figures, which are the latest 

available comprehensive figures on employment by religion in 

U. P. ?-emonstrate, that in- modern urban sectors or the elite 

sectors of traditional rural economy, the Muslims were either 

over represented or proportionately w~ll represented in every 

major category of employment·including Government employment. 

A striking fact is, howeve~~ that as late as 1911 and 

1921, Muslims held 41.94% and 47.6'l/o of Government positions whilst 

the Hindus held 53.·0~ and 47.3T;6 respectively16• 

Though, the comparison of occupation by religion in U.P. 

mu·st be cautioUs on account of the difference in the basis of 

enumeration, the figures do reveal·certain consistent and 
\ 

persistent features. In both census years, compared to Hindus 
. 

there were proportionately less Muslim cu1tivators in U.P., 

but there were more rent receiving and rent collecting Muslims . . 
.than Hindus. In 1911, the urban Muslim rentier class was larger 

in absolute terms than Hindu urban rent receivers and collectors. 

Though there are sharp differences in the 1911 and 1921 tables, 

probably because of changes in enumeration standards, the 

Muslims in proportion to their own population, were very well 

represented in the industrial life of the province as well as the 

transport and trade of the province. In these categories they 

were only slightly under represented in the cities17• 

17. 

Census ofindiatS 1911, Vol. XV. Pt.II., pp. 550-63, 588-9, 
614-15, 640-1, 66-7; Vol. XVI. Pt.II. pp. 396-407. 

Census ofindia. 1911, Vol. XV. Pt.II., PPo 550-63, 588-9, 
614-15 640-1,666-7; Census of India. 1921, Vol. XVI. Pt.II 
pp. 396 .-1~07. 
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Government service and liberal,professions were politically 

cruci.al occupations and Muslim representation in these was very 

high in 1911 and 1912. In ~roportion to their total population, 

the Muslims outnumbered the Hindus in the urban and rural 

sectors - the army, the police departments, credit dealing, 

trade and commerce, -and even the categories of the village 

watchman. 

At the higher levels of Government employment, a caste-wise 

break up of the gazetted officers in 1921 reveals that, Brahmins 

'provided the largest contingent of 1 ,019 officers, but t~at 

Shaikhs (707) and Saiyids (265) come next, followed by the 

Hindu Jats (259) and Kayasthas (198) 18• In the politically 
-viable profession and liberal arts, the Muslims were well 

represented or even heavily over represented as lawyers in the 

province, as doctors and in the teaching profession. 

In proportion to the total Muslim population, the Muslims 

were well represented in the non-agricultural sectors of the 

economy and in contrast, they were proportionately low in the 

agricultural sectors. Figures for U.P. show that Muslims 

constituted an almost dominant administrative elite compared to 

the Hindus. Ih employment therefore, as in urbanisation and 

education, the Musl:i.ms showed a considerably advantageous position 

and a. positive progress pattern over the Hindus. 

18. Census ofindia.1921. Vol. XVI. Pt.II., p. 413. 



The dominance of the Muslim elite in the administrative 

and cultural life of the province was symbolically denoted by 

Urdu. In the late 19th Century, Urdu was the sole official 

vernacular language and the vehicle to a Government job and 

position, therefore, necessitating an Urdu-medium education. 
·-

In 1900, .. during the _Lieutenant-Governorship of Sir A.P. MacDonnal, 

Hindi .was given an equal status ~~th Urdu. The assimilation 
/ 

of Urdu by the Hindus as well on account of its official 

importance, received as setback by the Government Order of 

·190019• Though figures are not available, according to Brass, 

the process \>Tas almost reversed. In any case it was not until 

1920 that the number of Urdu papers were exceeded by the 
\ . 

I 

number of Hindi papers. In 1900 there were 69Urdu paper~ and 

34 Hindi papers. By 1920, the figure rose· to 151 Urd·':t newspapers 

and 125 Hindi newspapers.. The rate of increase of Hi 1di papers 

20 was greater • 

Hindi and Urdu newspaper~ and periodic§JD_n U.P .. 1900-1940: 

1940 1930 1920 1910 1900 

Hindi 367 253 175 86 34 

Urdu 268 225 151 116 69 

Source . Census of India21 . 
------- -·~--· 

19. The·Government.Order of 1900 admitted Hlndi in Devnagari 
script to an equal position with Urdu in Persian script 
as an official language of the provinces. P.Brass op.cit. 
p. 132. 

20~ P. Brass. ibid. , p.. 159. 

21. Census of Indili. 1931 Vol., XVIIl. Pt.I., p. 474; and 

1951. Vol. II ... -N. Pt.I-A. 7 Pe 409.; Press im India 1971. 
P t.I., p. 327 
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Of significance in early 20th century U.P. is the fact 

that proportionately, no matter how backward the Hindus were 

vis-a-vis the Muslims in U.P. or how securely the Nu~ lims had 

consolidated their position, invariably, the Hindus cutnumbered 

them. 

Regional variations in the U.P. economy : 

The economic development of the years after 1928 created 

certain common economic problems. The Indian economy was so much 

'a part of world capital ism, that an event like the Depression 

affected even the poor and middle peasants deep in the country-

side. The foremost change on account of the Depr§_ssion was the 

catastrophic fall in the price of food gra.ins after more than 

a decade of high prices, during which rents and cesses had been 

increased and the upper rural classes, had grown accustomed to 

substantial profits from the produce of the land. Men with 

fixed incomes and urban dwellers in general benefitted from 

the new situationt though factory workers suffered from retrench

ment. Though agricultural labourers suffered less loss than 

their employers, rural custom was no bar to the upper classes 

imposing new burdens upon the lower or taking away their rights. 

The worst sufferers wer·e the mass of depressed peasants who 

scraped a living from the soil in the eastern-most division 
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; 

of U.P. 22 Monetization was extended in the economy of the 

region not on account of a surplus, but because the peasant 

was often forced to sell even his food and stock in order to 

pay instalments of rent and revenue. In other parts of U.P., 

where the density of population was not so great, as in KUmaon 

and Bundelkhand, or' where some alternative avenues of employment 

existed as in Western U. P. , abject poverty was not encountered 

on this 23 scale, • Avadh was the area worst off in terms of the 

exploitation of the subordinate classes by the superior . 24 ones • 

The divisions of Western U.P. and the Doab had a relatively 

low agricultural work force and a relatively high share of 

manufacturing, over gb. By contrast, the division§. of Eastern 

U.P. and Avadh generally had a higher proportion in agriculture 

and only 4-6>/o in the manufacturing. The Western divisions of the 

province, particularly Meerut and Agra, had been advanced in 

terms of urbanization and industrialization, since M ughal times. 

These two places were especially affected by the general increase 

in commercial activity. Kanpur, which lay on the important route 

between Delhi and Calcutta too, became the industrial and 

comrnerical centre25• For all the development, U.P. remained an 

overwhelmingly agricultural province. 

22. Gyanendra Pandey, The ascendancy of the Congress in U.P. 
1q26-34. A study in imperfect rnobilization.(Delhi, Oxford 
University Press, 1978), pp. 162-63. 

23. G. Pandey. ibid., pp. 118, 119. 

24. G.Pandey. ibid., p. 20. 

25. G.Pandey. ibid., p. 12. 
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Significance of caste and cla~s in U.P.: 
Reali ties of Dominance and Dependence 

Caste was an important principle of structural and 

cultural differentiation in early 20th century. U.P. ]{on

Brahmin high castes dominated in Northern India - the dominant 

Hindu caste groups in UeP. being the Kayasthas and Rajputs. The 

social standing and solidarity o£ the Kayasthas was evident at 

' the dawn of the 20th .century. By 1900, the all India association 

of the K ayasthas - Kayastha conference and Kayastha pathshalas 

'had been started. The characteristic sectarian differenee among 

the Muslims was between Shias and Sunnis. But, there were also 

other sectar~an differences which were akin to the Hindu caste. 
-Muslims too had the same criteria of birth, endogamy, rigid 

. 
hier.archy and social discrimination. The ·major distinction in 

Muslim society was between the_,Ashrafs and Non-Ashrafs. Thus, 

differences existed between the high caste or honourable 

Saiyyad Shaikh, Mughals, Pathan and Rajput Nuslims and the low 

caste or commoners like the Julaha, T eli and others26 • 

In the agrarian society, agricultural labourers were a 

socially degraded class not only due to their profession which 

kept them at the lo·west economic stratum, but also due to the 

caste-structure bf society. The bulk of the rural proleteri.at 

26. P.Brass. OJ2.cit., p. 125 CorA. Vreed DeStuers. op.cit., p. 3. 
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was drawn from "low castes". Almost every member of the rural 

society in Oudh, barring the taluqdars, their karindas and the 

M ahaj ans, was oppressed and exploited in the prevailing soci.al 

system. In the Pratapgarh district for example, the "high caste" 

tenants paid 2~ to 5ry/o less as rent in comparison to the 

"lo\.; caste" tenantry· which consisted of Ahir, Kurrni, P asi and 

Charnar Tenants.. Numerically, the lower castes dominated27• 

Similarly, the case stud)/ of the relathrelY-:/urbanized and 

industrialized city of Kanpur shows that new relations of the . ' 

,migrant workers were built around kin and regional connections, 

though some loosening of familial lives was sustatne<;i through 

the mode of workers' recruitment. Segregation along community 

and caste lines continued to be maintained in the· pl<<ces of 

residence28
• · 

However, differentiations along economic lin.es ·divided 

members of the same caste and kin. Economic motives superceded 

all other motives
1
for example

1
in almost every taluqqdari 

estate of Oudh, darbars or courts were held by talugadar~. 

on the occasions of Dushera and Holi and the tenant had to pay 
-

nazar. The Muslim taluqdat.§ collected nazar not only at I d 

but also at Dushera. The 11 landed magnates tended to be landowners 

first and Muslims se:cond" 29• The peasant movement in Dudh proved 

27. 

28. 

29. 

Kapil Kumar: op.cit., pp .. 66,7'+,76. 

Chitra Joshi~ Bonds of Community, J;ie_s. of religion, 
.Q_g..QQ..?io:q.~\...£.W_~r_s. __ on history and soci;::·ty. No. XVI; (New Delhi, 
Iil~L'i?~984J, p. 24. 

Francis Robinson; Separati§.m among Indiao Mus4-im~. The 
Polit;i.cs of the U.P. Muslims. 1860-1923 New Delhi-1975), 
p. 192. 



that class solidarity was possible despite religious and caste 

affiliations. Both Hindu; ·and' .Muslim peasants activ :ly 

. participated in the struggles against oppression. Th? use of 

religious symbols did :got le~d to any communal misrmderstanding. 

·The peasants were conscious of their interests as 11 peasants1130• 

In this context, the leadership of the two communities· 

was significant. The leadership yeferred to, is that of the 
/ 

Indian National Congress and Muslim Leagl,le. It Via$ the upper 

strata of Hindus and Muslims which assumed leadership of the 

Indian N ational Congress i.e .. , the urban English educate.d 

professional classes in towns, and petty Zamindars and bigger 

peasants in t,he country side with the financial backing of 

textile and ·sugar mill owners and big cloth traders, whilst the 

leadership in the Muslim League was distributed between the· 

Muslim aristocracy and the upper middle-class professionals. 

,Middle-class, English educated Hindus and Muslims were· able to 

co-operate effectively until the struggle for political power 

intensified, and brought about the end of this co-operation31 • 

The initiation of communal activity was in fact limtted 

to political leaders and elites. It had a direct and powerful 

influence on the masses of Hindus and Muslims specially in the 

30. 

31o 

Kapil Kumar. op. cit., pp. · 223-224. 

K.B. Sayeed, The politJ~~~--qyqt_e.m_ o_f._. Pakistan. Boston •. 
Ho11ghtonMifflf:n.1967. pp. 22, 31. 
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tovmsheightening the feeling of separate identities and 

interests32• 

The 'normative' themes which the leaders of the nationalist 

movement could use was largely determined by the sources of 

financial support as well as the social background of its 

leadership and cadres33 • The commercial classes played an active 

part in the early Congress and its related organisation, and '.: _. 

produced individuals of local or provincial importance in the 

new politics. They did not however break away from the social 

preconceptions of their class. The support of commerciaL 

elite was significant in that, it helped to confirm the 

socially cons~rv~tive character of the Congress and also aided 

in strengthening the rising trend/~f Hindu revivalism34• 

· The social influence of the commerical elite was Q.etermined 

not only by the economic resources but also the nature of 

clientele. Old commercial families who catered to the courJC 

aristocracy enjoyed a higher social prestige than those who 

specialized in short term loans to artisans and poorer sections. 

The former thus had high stakes. in the maintenance of the status-quo 

socially and politically35 A means adopted for the purpose was 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

G.Pandey.op,cit., p. 129, P.Brass. op.cit., p. 162. 

G. Pandey. op.cit., p. 153. 

J. Gallagher, G .Johnson & A. Seal( ed) : Lo~ali ty, Province 
and Nation! ____ _E§_says on.]ndic:D Politics 1870-1940 (Cambridge 
UniversityPress 19731, p. =1. 

I 

J .Gallagher, G .J ohnsor and A. Seal ( ed), ·ibid .. , p. 33; 
ibid.' p. 4'"'\, 
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their over ~nd indulgent religious,patronage36• 
-

In fact, the 

concern with religion and status remained omnipresent in the 

local politics of U.P. 

In dominant elements in the Muslim League were largely 

aristocrats and Government Servants - specifically the upper 

middle-class professionals. The dominant elements in the 

Muslim League Council in 1942 we~e the landlords followed by 
/ 

lawyers~7 The leadership of the Muslim League in U.P. was in 

the hands of a class, most modern, most secular and most 

'oriented to political power, among the Muslim leadership :being 

the beneficiary of separate electorates and weightage in 

representatiop~and government service which was demanded on 
/ 

behalf of Muslims38 • 

· Sayyid Ahmad, probably, the most p.roi'ninent Muslim of North 

India, visualized the Muslim community as an autonomous entity 

in the political map of India. Muslims were seen as an 'ethnic 

community~ . It was, however the Ali brothers' who forged I slam with 

Muslim politics~ In fact, apart from political constituencies, 

Muhammad Ali favoured the organisation of the systems of education 

along religious lines. 

36 .. 

37. 

38. 

K.B. Sayeed, op.cit., p. 55. 

P. Brass. op.cit., p. 162. 

David Lelyveld, Aligarh' B f~ rst generation. Muslim 
Solidarity. in Br_itish India :New Jersey, Pri!1ceton 
University press. 1978), pp 241-342. 
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For Muhammad.Ali and Muhammad Iqbal, religion and social 

order were ideologically compatible. And, in their political _ 

battles, the Ali brothers discovered the potency of religious 

appeal for mass mobilization. The Muslim religious elite i.e., 

the U lema too tended towards traditionalism and revivalism.. They 
-

were mainly concerned with the protection of I slam. Apart from the 

scions of Ulema families, they t~nded to belong to a petty 

bourgeois backgroundo The field of their 'recruitment and 

operation was significant' , in the villages and small towns, in 

•the Muslim elementary schools teaching through the vernacular 

and among the lower middle-class of a pre-industrial society, 

printers, lit~ographers, booksellers, teachers, retail shopkeepers, 
' 

skilled craftsmen and r.etty zamindars39, i.e. they belong~d 

to arid moved in a wide strata of society. Consequently, their 

ideas percolated to a broad range of the Muslim population. 

North India was, in fact, marked by 'conservative politics' 

as distinct from the radical politics which was characteristic 

f . t 1 •t• 40 
o coas a Cl les • Rural based leaders of dominant J ats, 

Rajputs and Brahmins were drawn in the political alliance of 

service -people and merchants of district towns •. The background 

of Muslim service gentry, too was set in the Muslim quarters of 

39. 

40. 

P.Hardy, The Muslims of British India (Cambridg·!, Cambridge 
University Press, 1972), p. 169. 

C.A. Bayly. Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars (Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press, 983), p. 450. 
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district towns41 • Significantly, the traditions of these 

small rural places encouraged an evolvement of a strong sense 

of communal identity.. Unity and solidarity around religious 

and cultural issues existed in 11 an unobstrucive , nebulous 

and sub-conscious form1142 and coloured common mental attitudes as 

well as the percepticin·of social reality. 

Language, \IThich had united elite segments of society, 
---

whether Muslims or Hindus was also used as a means of competitive 

mobilization. In U.P., Hindu leaders like Malviya, offered 

Hindi as the alternative standard language instead of Urd,_p, a 

proposal which was anonymously rebutted. The develor:.nent of 

regional and communal sentiments along linguistic lines was 
I 

a characteristic feature of the early decades of -the 20th 

century43 • 

Revivalism 

Internal religious differentiation characterised both 

communi ties, but it was at the elite level that religious 

differences were emphasized. Common worship and religious 

communication did exist at the mass level between the Hindus and 

th M 1 . b 1. 44 ' e us lm e levers - • 

41. C.A. Bayly. op.cit., p. -450. 

42. C. Joshi. op. cit., p. 24. 

------·----·. ·----------

43. s. Sarkar ( 1983), op.cit., pp. 59, 79. 

44. P. Brass. op.cit., Pe 179; S. Sarkar. op.cit., p. 76. 



Though there was sufficient basis for emphasizing either 

differences between the Hindus and Muslims or their composite 

culture, the religious revivalism of both communities staunchly 

emphasized 'the differences. They turned to 11 ancient and 

exclusive symbols11 of each community and from religious interaction 
-

to an increasing religious opposition through competitive 

pro~elytisation. Muslims sought;to revive the ancient pure 

I slam and Hindus encouraged a Brahminical kind of commitment to 

orthodoxy. The Brahmins were not the socially dominant castes 

1 in U.P., but their ritual role overarched the caste segmented 

society 45• 

The dominant revivalist movement for the Hindus was' the 
I 

Arya Samaj which swept North Ind1~. The Arya Samaj emphasized 

the 'glorious ancient Hindu heritage, thus ·making grounds for a 

pan-Hindu framework. The Arya Samaj struck deep roots amongst 

.the trading castes. With its initiation of the process of 

'shuddi' or 'mass purification as well .as the conversion of the 

lower castes, the Arya Samaj in fact turned into a ' sanskri tizing' 

channel. Its membership rose from 92,000 in 1901 to half million 

by 1921 46 ~ 

45. A. Seal. op.cit., p. 29. 

46. S. Sarkar • .2.P.L£:i t., p. 74. 
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In the late 19th century, the Arya S amaj -split into 

two factions. The Gurukul faction was the more openly revivalist 

and militant and favoured proselytization through paid preachers 

and shuddi. -This faction also opened a Gurukul in 1901 at 

Haridwar, which was base.d on traditional principles of 

brahmacharya and vedic training, unaffiliated to the official 

educational system. There was a.--gradual shift from Arya Dharma 

t H . 47 
o a indu consc1ousness • The Hinduism of the Samaj was 

moving towards a position of orthodoxy and was attempting to 

' "organise itself by the late 19th century_ through Hari Sabhas and 

Sana tan Dharam Sabhas, conferences at Kumbh I-1elas" as well as a 

big conferen<(e Bharat Dharma Maha Manda~ started in 1900 at 
' 

Delhi
48

• The concept of a medieval dark age provided the 
\ ' 

background for this Hindu revivalism. 

A similar kind of movement developed within Indian I slam 

as well. The cause for the decline of Muslim power was located 

in the decline of I slam and the call was given to retrive the 

t~e pristine purity and rigour of its formative years. The two 

poles of Is~amic revivalism in India in the late 19th and early 

20th century were represented by the Aligarh movement of Sir 

Sayyid Ahmed Khan and the Deoband Dar-ul-Ulma founded by Muhammad 

Oasim Narawtani and RashidAhmed Gangoli49. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

K.Jones~ Communalism, in t_l:te Punjab : The Arya Sama.j QOntyi
bution. Journal of Asian Sj:udies ,XXXVIII No. 1 (Nov. 1968 • 

J.V1 ichigan. pp. 39-54. · 

S .Sarkar. op. cit.:· 1983. P~ 75. 

P. Brass. op.cjt:., pp. 1 ), 163. 
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The social basis of Sayyid Ahmed' s movement was provided 

by the U.P. Muslim landlords and the_ upper class Muslims of 

Western U.P •. Deoband, on the other hand, attracted relatively 

poor students for whom western education was out of reach. 

The Hindu and Muslim revival movements found a ready 

response in the same strata of society i.e.,. "pre-industrial 

lower middle-class of petty land/holders, country-tovm mullaha, 

teachers, booksellers, small shopkeepers, minor officials and 

skilled artisans •••.• men literate in the vernaculars •••• quick to 

, seized by religious passion"5°. 

Revivalism in its formative years can be seen in terms 

of a solace ~nd inspiration seeking exercise by the leaders of 

the two communities in the face of colonialism a~d introduction of 

"Western ideas. A competitive aggressive confrontation between 

the two communities however developed towards the clcse of the 

19th century, and communalism also acquired a mass dimension. On 

the other hand, the imperial policy, spelt out first'in a secret note 

by Sir Auckland Colvin in 1889, and elaborated by the Morley 

Minto reforms of 1909 was that of resistence, conservatit?m:, 

active incitement of divisive and 'r conservative forces of Indian 

society'', through an alliance with the latter, viz., the landed 

interest, the princes and the orthodox leadership of~ t_ ~~.~f~~~~ 
~- '\ ,:; \:'1_ 

and Muslim connnunities, including the caste hierarchi/~·i;. .. ·. \'~} 

/ 50. P. Hardy. op.cit., p. 58. _..,--=-~ 

51. V. Mazumdar, ~g~cation anr Social change. Three studies on 
19th cent;\Jf~-: 0-ndia.(Si ca, 11AS 1972), p. 22. 
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The Government's efforts to foster communalism was 

aided by the introduction of Dyarchy - provincial autonomy in 

1919. Education, health, at;riculture and local bodies were 

trqnsferred to provincial governments and the respective Ministers 

were responsible to legislative assemblies of the provinces. The 

Government of India Act of 1919, however had transferred only 

those departments which carried ~ess political weight. The 

provincial Governors in any case were armed with veto 'powers52• 

Butler had noted in 1911- "I'm sure that the only way to capture 

, India now and bring it into the empire is through, educat},on" 53 
e 

Education became a political issue of great importance for it 

became the focus of the 'politico-literart eliteso A s~ecific 
' 

policy on education was outlined.-· By 1921, the Government was 

set to take the initiative in several aspects regard~ ng education. 

Apart from other things, the Government· outlined that all 

restrictions under the educational rules which tended to hamper 

the spread of women' s education were to be withdrawn.. Definite 

t t b t k t l . d t• . l 54 s eps were o e a en o popu ar1se e uca 1on among g1r s o 

However, several social impediments to women's education, were 

52. S • S ar kar. op. cit. 1983. , p. 16 7. 

53 .. 

54. 

D 0 Awasthi, Admil};Lg_trat_ive history of Modern India (Delhi 
National Pub. House, 1973), p. 92. 

The 'New India' Madras, June 7 •. -'~q21., p. 7. 
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widely ackn9wledged55 specifically the practice of P,arda which 

has been discussed in- the previous chapter. 
' 

It is possible to conclude that in U.P., in the early half 

of the 20th Century, contrary to general notions Muslims were not 

in a disadvantaged position. Class distinctions and ·Variations 

in the regional economy of U.P. , rather than communal divisions, 

serve to clarify the hazy pict~re __ Df social, economic and 

political reality and further provide the paradigms of dominance and 

dependence. The social-political milieu of.the early half of the 

20th century~ U.P. however, aidod the germination and growth 

of communalism. The pr-istine form of the respective religion -

Hinduism and I slam - and culture was, continually harped though 
I 

basically for reasons of political/ power. Religion. formed the 

·ideological stamp which the mass of the population accepted,lhis 

possibly effected social attitudes and perceptions. Aspirations 

to a social status formed an inextriCable part of this complex. 

rhis intricate web strengthened the socJal dichotomy between males 

and females. It is possible to speculate that the relative 

position of males and 'females in the field of education was bound 

to be affected keeping in view not only the all erttompassing nature 

of parda but also the socio, political, economic environment of 

U.P. The specific relationship between parda and women's 

education in U.P. shall be examined in the next chapter.' 

55. 
------··-·- .. . ···- .. ·--------------------

Evident from the report on women' s education in 
of Education in In~ia (1897-1902 to 1942-1947); 
Director of Public Instruction R orts. United 
Agra and Oudh. Annual and Quinquennial reports 
G overn"Ylent of India. 

the Progress 
records, & · 
Provinces of 

1900-1947 • 



CHAPTER -IV 

THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN IN U.P. 1921-47 

The introduction of education for women, the provision 

·of educational facilities for them as well as the efforts made 

to promote and expand the system of education for women in 

u. P. in the second quarter of the 20th century forms the focus 
/ 

of this chapter. 

At the outset, it is imperative to note that education 

in U.P~ did not spread unif~rmly. An examination of female 

education in accordance with the natural divisions of U.P. 1, 

shows that tpere was an intra-regional disparity in the spread 

of female education as well as a.-difference in the levels of 

education achieved by males and females. The scanty data 

available shows that the Western Himalayan region maintained 

• 

a high rate of literacy for both :the sexes, while the Eastern 

Sub-Himalayan region was characterized by low literacy rates 

for females as well as males. However, in the remaining natural 

divisions the male and female literacy rates show no definite 

correlation.. For instance, while Western plains achieved a 

higher female literacy rate according to the 1911 census, this 

1. The census gives information on female education in 
accordance with the natural divisions of U.P. The 
data-information available is unfortunately of a very 
general nature. Statistical data does not always 
substantiate the trends., Nevertheless it is significant 
that the observation has been made consistently in the 
census. 
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region was at the lower end in the male literacy achievement; 

while the West Indo-Gangetic plain and Sub-Himalayan Western 

region achieved a high rate of female 'literacy, in 1921, male 

literacy dipped in these regions. Female literacy was the lowest 

in the' East Satpura's according to the 1931 census. Possibly the 

presence of Banaras improved the female literacy returns for the 

Eastern Indo-Gangetic plain. Th~--- achievement of male literacy was 

highest in the Indo-Gangetic plain East as well as the East 

Satpuras. 

The study of female education in U.P. shows that the 

Indo-Gangetic Western plain and Western Himalayas showed a 

relatively higher number of female literates vis-a-vis the Indo

Gangetic Eastern plain and the East Satpuras regiOn. Districts 

in the Western Sub-Himalayan regions did relatively .·better than 

the Eastern sub-Himalayan region. Female literacy was hence 

noticeably higher in the Western 'l!'egions than in the Eastern 

regions. 

The establishment of schools for females also seems to 

have followed a similar pattern. Apparently, institutions 

were more rapidly established in the Western regions of U.P. 

vis-a-vis the Eastern regions. Efforts towards educating 

girls and women met with success in Allahabad, Banaras and 

Meerut Divisions. 2 By 1904 there was a notable progress in 

2. General R e"Qort on Public Instruction in the United 
Provinces of Agra & Oudh 1902. Henceforth referred 
to as GRPI , p. 27. 
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• 

female education in J alaun and Saharanpur. In Mirzapur, four 

out of six girls' schools had to be closed down for- want of 

funds. 3 Unnao and Ballia stood at the bottom of the list of 

female education. 4 Noting the striking difference in the 

diffusion of education among girls in the east and west of the 

province, the general report on public instruction in U.P. for 

1906, stated that, ~"in the five -~astern divisions Allahabad, 

Lucknow, Banaras, Fyzabad and Gorakhpur, the percentage of 

girls at schools to those of an age to attend school averaged 

around o.E% only. In the four Western divisions of Rohilkhand, 

Agra, Meerut and Kumaon, on the other hand, the percentage of 

girls at schools was 1. 5>6". 5 Model schools were established in 

Agra and Luck~ow districts and municipal board scnools in 

Allahabad, Shahjahanpur, Cawnpore, Bijnor, Pithoragarh, and 

Lucknow. In fact High schools were set up in Lucknow and 

Allahabad had made a good progress by 1917. 6 Dehradun was also 

added to the list of centres which met with success in female 

educati'on. 7 

The quinquennium 1932-37 also witnessed the establishment 

of girls' High school at Balrampur and Badaun and the starting 

3. I bid., 1904, P• 39. 

4. I bid., 1905, p. 33. 

5. lJll_g., 1906, p. 31. 

6. - 1J21.g. » 1917, p. 79o 

7. I bid., 1927, p. 86o 



12 7 

of primary teachers' training classes in Sultanpur, Fatehpur, 

Banaras, Shahjahanpur, Etawah and Unnao. Co-education was 

more popular in the Eastern distircts of Ballia, Bast~ and 

G orakhpur wher(? it was doubly welcome due to the "problem of 

insufficient staff and accommodation in girls' schools in general", 

and also because education was made possible "for a large 

number of girls in areas where there are no schools for girls 

at all."B 

This pattern could be accounted for, in the apparent 

' differences between the Western and Eastern regions of u:P. 

The 1911 census noted that the Western plains possessed more 

large sites and less small ones .. 9 , The Western plains also had 

the largest urban population. The Eastern sub-Himalayan region 

was re lati veiy new country. In the older country of the plains, 

urbanization increased regularly from East to West. Urban 

centres offered a relatively favourable ground for literacy vis-a

vis the rural tracts. It was noted that "in a few large towns 

and in one or two other exceptional centres" "that the initially 

prohibitive notions regarding women's education seemed to be 

yielding to that modern spirit which would emancipate women from 

a position of household slavery, and give them a share in the 

8. Ibid., 1932-37, pp. 84-85. 

9. Census of India: United provinces of Agra and Oudh, 
1911, p. 25. 
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intellectual privileges of the race.n 10 Urban centres also 

tended to attract immigrants who went there for economic 

purposes. According to the 1921 census, such immigrants tend 

to be of an enterprising and progressive type. 11 Industries 

in fact occupied more people in the Western plains and Western 

sub-Himalayan region than elsewhere, 12 while agriculture 

predominated increasingly toward,$ the East. The. contention is 

that, urban and industrial development also favoured a growth 

of literacy, apart from exclusively socio-cultural considerations. 

Thus, the number of male and female literates per mile in~ the 

Indo-Gangetic plain West, which, apart from others) consisted ·of 

urban centres like Agra and Meerut, was higher than the Sub

Himalayan Eastern regions. 13 

TABLE - 1 

Male Female 

.133..1 .1911 i211 .19.l1 ~ .1.9.1.1 

Indo-Gangetic 83 65 58 13 8 6 
Plain West 

Sub-Himalayan 54 44 54 4 2 2 
East 

Sources: Census of I ndia 9 United Provinces of Agar a & Oudh, 1931. 

1 o. I:rogre§_§LQ_f Education in India. Calcutta, Govt. Press 1897-
1902~·Wollt:P· 31o. · ·· · · : · 

11. Census of Indis; .• United Provinces of Agara & Oudh, 1921, 
.P• 117. 

12. ~et P• 169. 

13. Census of India. United Pr ·inces of Agra & Oudh, 1931 ,p.481. 
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All districts in each natural division did not follow 

an identical progressive or retrogressive pattern. Tne 

districts which were commercially or industrially important or 

were the seats of Government headquarters, differed in their 

achievement of female literacy from those districts w~ich were 

not centres of similar importance. Thus, the 1931 census for 

U.P. showed that Lucknow, Allahabad, Agra, Cawnpore and Banaras 

which were centres of importance had a higher number of literates 

than Gorakhpur, Gonda, Fyzabad, Ghazipur and Jaunpur. 14 (See . 

. Table 2 on the subsequent page). 

Female literacy remained uniformly low in eastern U.P. 

The relatively higher rate of advance in male literacy in the 

western region vis-a-vis the eastern region, was~nowever, not 

a consistent phenomenon in U.P. Also, a relatively higher rate of 

advance.in the number of female literates was not always evident 

in the number of female literates was not always evident in 

areas where the li terc:1cy rate for men \vas high. Thus, female 

literacy does not seem to have been as a rule, dependent on or 

guided by the rate of male literacy in some regions of U.P .. 

For instance, vthile the Western Himalayan regions had the highest 

literacy rates for both sexes, the regions ofU.P. which followed 

in female literacy were, in 1911 the Western plains, in 1921 

Indo-Gangetic plain West and in 1931 Indo-Gangetic plain East 
I 

and West. The advance in male literacy, on the other hand, was 

14. Census of India:. United Provinces of Agra and Oudh 1931, 
p. 481. 



TABLE - 2 

Number Literates per Mile 

F$ale Male 
Districts 1931 1921 1911 1931 1921 1911 

Seat of Government Lucknow 23 11 15 108 ' 101 95 
Headquarters 

Allahabad 17 ' 12 7 102 72 70 
~ 

(Commercial Agra 22 14 11 122 102 94 
Importance) 

(Industrial Cawnpore 18 12 8 121 93 84 
Importance 

UJ 
(Religious B anaras 22 21 16 164 133 120 0 
Importance) 

Gorakhpur 4 3 3 55 44 56 

Gonda 3 4 2 -49 
\ 

42 53 

Fyzabad 
,,, 

6 3 3 72 51 53 

Ghazipur 10 5 3 109 84 57 

Jaunpur ·6 3 3 96 76 64 

Source: Census of India United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 
1931, p. 481. ' 
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higher in Central Indian Plateau and Indo-Gangetic plain East than 

the other regions for the Census years 1911 15 and 1921 16 and in the 

East Satpuras in 1931 17 • Female literacy remained lowest in the 

East S·atpuras and Eastern Sub-Himalayas, in 1911, 1921 and 1931, 

whereas male literacy, in the same years remained lov1est in the 

. Eastern and Vi estern Sub-Himalayas. 

A study of the education of the two sexes, specifically the 

education of women could not, therefore, remain limited to tangible 

factors of urbanization and inrlustrialisation. The census records 

18 19 20 for 1911 . , 1921 , and 1951 refer to 1 social reasons' for the 
' 

relatively high female literacy in the Himalayan regions. It was 

noted that, the relative absence of parda facilitated female education 
I 

and a relative rigid adherence to P.arda hampered any progress in the 

education of women. 

An intriguing fact of female education in U.P. is that, 

though female enrolment at different stages of education was 

. . 21 b . t h d . t tl f l ~ncreas~ng ecause ~ en ance marrJ.age prospec ·s, 1e ema e 

population in eastern U.P. continued to remain relatively 

illiterate and married at lower ages as compared to their 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Census 
1911' 

I bid., 

I bid. , 

Ibid., 

I bid., 

of India. 
p. 247. 

1921' p. 

1931, p. 

1911' p. 

1921' p. 

United Provinces of Agra and O;.ldh, 

116. 

457. 

261. 

116. 

20. Census of India. Vol. II. Uttar Pradesh P.art- I , 
A Report 1951, p. 388. 

21. See Table No.4 given later in the Chapter. 



132 

sisters in western U.P. ·It is thus possible to speculate 

that educated wives were not in demand in Eastern U.P •. It is 

also possible to argue that female education suffered from the 

relative rigidity of parda in the eastern regions in 'terms of a 

literal access to education. The popularity of co-ecucation in 

the eastern districts due to insufficiency of staff and resources 
I 

point's to parda at different lev~.ls. Firstly, since· co-education 

was limited to primary levels, it is evident that the demand for 

female education existed, though in a nebulous f.'Qrm and only for a 

•very young age group. Secondly, it is apparent that prejudices 

to female education were dominant enough to inhibit any substantial 

organisation of resources for female education though a nascent 

demand for it may have existed. 

It is possible to hypothesize that a bustling and 
22 'prosperous' economy of Western U.P •. also experienced the 

permeation of diverse social ideologies which prompted social 

reform though not through an organised social reform movement. 

Here it can be argued that regional culture guidedor set the 

frame of reference for cultural interaction. 23 Hen'C-e~ though 

prejudices -to women' s education did not die down or role 

expectation of females suffer a reversal in western U.P., the 

22. Census op.cit., (1901) p. 117. 

2~. J ones K: 0 p. cit.. p. xiii. 
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developments in the neighbouring province of Punjab rray have 

had a bearing on western U.P. The reference here is primarily 

to the activity of the AryaSamaj Munshi Ram's faction of the 

Arya Samajists who had begun to concentrate on the quest for a 

new woman in Punjab and female education was advocated in a 

big way by the end of the 19th century. Gradually, their 

efforts made the educated young girl a reality clearly visible 

throughout the province of·Punjab. Their attempts to promote 

widow remarriage as well as to prevent early marriages had.even 

·found allies among the educated Hindus of varying ideological 
24 backgrounds.. Though Arya Sam~j represented a chauvanistic 

section of t~eHindus, the fact remains that there were stirrings of 

consciousness for female education in the neighbouring regions 

of Western UsP. 

Stages of Education 

The successive reports of the directors of public 

instruction as well as reports on the progress of education in 

India, noted a growing response to the education of women. A. 

concurrent restrictive impact of parda was, however, also 

evident, a.t different levels of education and more so at the 

higher levels. 

------------·-----· 



Regarding primary education, it .was noted at the turn of 

the century that a demand for primary education for girls was 

"well nigh altogether wanting" and that the difficulties to be 

contended with· were "almost insurmountable". 25 

Primary schools for girls which included model schools, 

district and municipal schools, aided and unaided schools 

registered an increase. Ar considerable eagerness on the part of 

parents to .send girls to school was noticed in 1904, "in order that 

a little instruction may be had before early marriage puts a 

stop to it. 11 However, the preparatory classes or infant 

standard was the maximum limit of education for a majority of 

girls.. There were instances, however of "three generations of 
-

scholars" attending an institution within its brief span of 

existence of two y<ears· , like the Lahori Tola Girls School in 
26 

Banaras .. 

The importance of inducements to girls to remain at 

school was recognised. Since very few passed the lower primary, 

it was proposed to give scholarships of one rupee per month for 

those who had gone through this stage. It was felt in 1906 

that this measure held a promise of an under diffusion of female 

education. 27 One of the causes of slow progress in the lower 

-----·---------------
25.. GRPI, 1901-1902, p. 27. 

26~ Ibid., 1903-1904, p. 38. 

27. I bid., 1905-1906, J:->. 35. 
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prim8ry stage was the difficulty in managing the crov.rd of 
1. 

l 

beginners. But a greater difficulty pointed out was that "few 

parents took the education of girls seriously and so attendance 

2S 
was irregular." 

Female education did not progress beyond this stage. 

"Only an isignificant proportion of those in the primary schoo~s 

reached higher than the lower pr_:Jmary stage." 29 A 1 though the 

inspectresses referred to the need for a closure of some of the 

primary institutions, it was noted that it was preferable that 

' the idea of girls' education should take concrete form . .1,Jl 'the 

school of a(~deplorable type than to ·close down schools. 30 

By 1932, compulsory primary education had been introduced 

in rural areas. The policy adopted with regard ""to primary 

education for girls in the quinquennium 1932-1937 was to 

develop existing primary schools in rural areas, where girls 

education was almost entirely primary, instead of opening any 

new primary schools. 31 The necessity for more schools was 

diminished as a consequence of the spread of co-education 

2S. I bid., 1915, p. 21. 

29. I bid., 1912-1917, p. so. 

30. I bid., 1912-1917' p. so. 

31. I bid .. , 1932-37 ~ p. 91. 
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in the villages. In urban areas, more primary schools had been 

opened since co-education made itself evident only at the 

. . t t 32 
un~vers~ y s age. 

It was pointed out that the wastage at' the le,rel of 

lower classes was high. Only one in every 8 girls reached the 

middle stage and ·those who did were usually situate.d in big towns, 

where all the facilities were avq,ilable. Thus there were 
. ~ 

constraints on fema;Le education even in areas wher.e facilities 
' were not lacking. And here it is possible to point out specifically 

~to the social constraints of adherence to pard;. 

By 194(, the scheme of compulsory primary education 

remained in operation in two district boards and three municipal 
\ 

boards. Compulsory primary education for girls recorded as 

84.4% attendance. However, it did not make a sustained headway, 

since it encountered difficulties of attendance and· lack of 

efficient teachers who through personal influence with the 

mothers could persuade them to send their girls to schoolo 33 

Secondary Education: 

The seconda:Oy education for females in U.P. was divided 

into two stages - the middle school stage and the High school 

stage. The middle stage of education was a complete course. 

The High school stage was also the preliminary stage for,entering 

the higher education of colleges and universities. 

32. ' I bid., 1932-37, p. 91. 

33. Ibid., 1942-47, p. 36. 
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The middle schools comprised of anglo-vernacu~ar middle 

schools, English middle schools and vernacular middl~ schools. 

The resolution of the education department noted that secondary -

education was inevitably confin~d to the children of a small 

section of the upper class. 34 

The demand f·or anglo-vernacular education could be gauged 

by the fees paid to secure it. There were instances when 

objections, w~re raised to a hike in fees, by the boards rather 

than the parents 'of a girl:. 35 Thus, at the Central Hindu College 
I . 

'School, Banaras, conveyance fees were charged and the parents 

of the better class welcomed them as they felt that this would 

eliminate the less refined type of, pupil. 

Secondary education was recognised. as the pivot of the 

·whole educational system. However, since U.P. was relatively 

one of the most backward provinces, experiments which were 
._ 36 

,.attempted in the more advanced sta~es could not be emulated. 

The superiority of the school leaving certificate examination 

to the matriculation examination was acknowledged by 1917. 37 

The Jwala Prasad School at Shahjahanpur and the Church Mission 

34. Ibid., 1914' Resolution of Education Department, p. 3. 

35. I bid., 1915-1916, p. 22. 

36. I bid., 1915-16, Resolution of Education Department, p, 2. 

37. I bid., 1912-1917' p. 2. 
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Society's Parda school at Lucknow sent pupils. for the anglo

vernacular middle examination. 38 Improved administration and 

organisation even enabled the Kashmiri Mohalla School at Lucknow 

to secure female students interested in education, thereby 

replacing students whose only inducement was the monthly stipend.39 

By 1924, the importance of letting.girls study further than the 

.Primary stage, the report noted, /was recognised by parents. 

There were even reports of newly married girls having been sent 

back to school to complete the middle course. 40 

None of the vernacular middle schools, nevertheless, had 

classes of the upper middle section and in most classes, V and VI 

were very small classes of the upper middle section opened only 
-. 

in the practising school attached to two Government Normal Schools, 
. . 

with the hope that other Government vernacular schools would 

follow them. The difficulty in maintaining a vernacular 

middle school in a rural area was due to the scarcity of 

t t t h d t t f . d t '· . 1 41 compe en eac ers an no on accoun o 1na equa e pup1 s. 

Variations in enrolment emphasized that a steady tendency had not 

been established. Variations continued to depend on the individual 

38. I bid., 1912-1917, p. 80. 

39. I bid., 19~ 2-1917' p. 80. 

40. I bid., 1923-24' p. 29. 

41. I bid., 1926-27, p. 87. 
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circumstances of pupils and schools. There were instances of 

enrolment only on paper thereby only 3 or 4 little girls were 
42 actually present from the 25 to 35 enrolled scholars. 

While girls continued to study in boys schools in U.P., 

there existed a demand for separate middle schools for girls 

which was expected.to continue. 43 · 

High schools numbered four by 1912. The Chief I nspectoress 

remarked. thAt the "demand for High school education has been 

i~creasing, even among non-christians, and every where and there 

one, finds, among the latter, girls who are anxious to s·tudy 

further or whose fathers are ambitious for them. It was however, 
J 

noted, that the number of girls ?elonging to this class had been 

so few and far between hitherto, that practically the problem had 

not existed. There was the instance of Crosthwaite School, 

Allahabad, which had no pupil above the middle standard and was a 
44 High school only in name. 

As a measure of improvement, the school leaving certificate 

examination was substituted for the Matriculation examination. at 

Isabella Ttioburn College, Lucknow. Of ·the total enrolment of the 

college which was the only college for Indian women in 1917, the 

highest was in the High 'school. 45 

42. Ibid., 1930-31, p. 33. 

43. Ibid,, 1939-40, p. 36. 

44. Ibid., 1907-1912, p. 79. 

45. Ibid., 1912-1917' p. 79. 



The proportion of students completing the High School 

. course was comparatively small. It is interesting to note that 

the Isabella Thoburn College had applied for permission to transfer 

classes Ix· and X back to the school, since a larger enrolment was 

expected in those classes, if they were attached to school and 
46 not the college. 

By 1927, the Chief I nspec):oress observed that there was a 

strong tendency to open classes of the High school stage for one 

or two pupils,· who for various reasons would not leave a school 

' near their homes. Many candidates appeared for High School 

examination as private candidates. 47 

The t-y.itional.condition of some backward High Schools 

improved considerably partly in an effort to meet the requirements 

of the Board of High School and Intermediate examination. However, 

since some parents were unwilling to send their older girls away 

from home as boarders, some schools which could ill afford them, 

attempted to maintain classes IX and X.- These classes were poorly 

equipped and the rest of the school suffered. 48 

By 1930, the chief Inspectoress noted that, "there is 

undoubtedly a growing conviction that girls should make the High 

School examination their goal, even if the numbers who put this 

conviction into effect are' stil~ very few. 49 

46. I bid., 1935-36, p. 37. 

47. I bid., 1926-27, p. 86. 

48. I bid., 1927-1932, p. 74. 

49. Ibid., 19?9-30, p. 57. 
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Though the number of High Sch.o'ols increased by 18, 

during the quinquennium 1942-47, the number of girls receiving 

High School education was less than one third of those at the 

·:middle stage. 50 It was also pointed_ out that 

"Most of the High Schools were situated in towns and 

cater for middle class families which are paying more 

attention, now to the higher education of girls. 

Though this interest acc9rding to some is inspired 

mainly by the idea that the High School certificate 

improves chances of marrying well-the growing number 

of girls receiving higher education and professional 

training is enough indication of the fact that marriage 

no longer remains the only career for our girls.n51 

Collegiate and University education: 

The High School education was followed by collegiate and 

university education. The only institution of its kind for 

women in India52 , was the Isabella Thoburn College, Lucknov1, 

which drew students from all over India. By 1917, the 

Theosophical Girl's School at Ban.:tras had also started college 

classes as a private institution. 53 The Woodstock C:)llege,Mus~ouri 

50. I bid., 1942-47, p. 37. 

51. !..!219-- ' 1942-47, p. 37. 

52. ill.Q.' 1902-1903, p. 35. 

53. I hid. , 1912-17' p. 84. 
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the Allahabad European Girls High School and the All Saints 

Diocesan College, Nainital were meant exclusively for Europeans. 54 

The desire for h'igher education for non-Christian girls 

was evident. However, the size of the classes \vas E'rnall 

and rapid increase in them was not likely. ConsequEntly, the 

expenditure on their maintenance was anticipated to ·te heavy, 

compared with that on boys' inst-itutions. "Inspi te of this it is 
/ 

better" , the Chief I nspectoress notes, "that there should be 

separ.ate institutions for girls; to combine them with the 

' insti. tutions for boys would retard progress in the long :..run". 55 

By 1925, the Crosthwaite College, Allahabad was included 

as one of the two Univery Colleges. However, despite the 

increase in institutions, it was believed that the numbers 
. 

expected to join the intermediate classes scarcely justified 

the large expenditure needed for thern.56 

By 19~7, the women's department of the universities at 

Banaras and Aligarh had come into existence and the total of 

intermediate colleges had gone up to 11, higher education 

left practically untouched. the larger population of girls in 

the villages. ·The chances of a village girl to receive higher 

54. P EI , V o 1. I , 191 2 -1917 , p • 17 3 • 

55. QEE1 ~.cit, 1924-25, p. 31. 

56. Ibid., 1928-29, p. 49. 



education were still very limited. 57 Percentage of female 

enrolment at all levels of education from the total males -

females enrolled: 

Percentage of female enrolment at all leyels 
vis-a-vis total enrolment of girls and boY§L_ 

1927 1937 1942 1947 

, College .0.0098 0.12 o. 025 ··' 0.05 0.071 

High School. 0.16 0.29 0.46 0.85 1.15· 

English 0.36 0.47 0.62 0.66 0.83 
Middle School. 

Vernacular 1.31 1.85 2.53 3.27 3.36 
Middle School.. 

Primary 4.95 4.53 5.12 4.84 4.44 
School. 

Total Female 6.19 7.14 8.75 9.66 9.,75 
enrolment 

Total Girls & 
boys. 

1249727 1420231 1540033 1718012 2044151 

S ourc e: GRPI 

57. Ibid., 1942-47, p. 37. 



Of the total population enrolled for education at 

various levels in 1927, only 6.197b were females, the rest being 

males. This percentage of women increased negligibly in the 

next 20 years. In 1947, the total women enrolled were only 9. 7~ 

of the total population enrolled. 

Thus, an overview of female education at various levels 

i.e. Primary school, Middle sc~.9ol, Pi:igh school level and 

collegiate level reveals that over a period of 20 years (1927-47) 

maximum percentage of females were enrolled at the Primary school 

level. The percentage of f~males vis-a-vis males at otber levels 

steadily increased with time although the increase was nominal. 

The percentage of females enrolled at the High school and college 
\ 

level was less than even one percent throughout-this period. 

P.ercentage of female enrolm~nt at all levels of 
education to total numbers of female enrolled : 

Of the total number of females enrolled for the period 

1927-47 (the data prior to 1927 was either not consistent or 

noi: available) the percentage of r'emales enrolled fJr primary 

education was the highest vis-a-vi·s that at other levels. Thus, 

whereas in 1927 the percentage of females enrolled at the 

primary level was as high as 6g>;6, in 1947 the number decreased 

to 4:P;6. This was understandably so because the percentage 

enrolled at the Middle school level increased sharply while the 

percentage increase in female enrolment at the High school level 

was sizeable. Thus, female enrolment in English Middle schools 



increased from 5.<l6 in 1927 to 11.7'fo in 1947, in Vernacular Middle 

schools from 21% in 1927 to 3316 in 1947 and, in High schools from 

2. 6>;b in 1927' to 11. 7fo in 1947. It is interesting to note that 

in 1947 whereas 45'fo females were enrolled in Primary schools, 

almost the same percentage( 44. 7'/o ) were enrolled at the Middle 

.school level. Female enrolment, however, remained limited to the 

Primary and Middle school levels.- Females enrolled at the college 

level rem-ained negligible even in 1947. 

Educational facilities were extended for women in U.P. 

'The impact of parda is nevertheless evident in the often 

discriminatory provision of major inputs for female education. 

Buildings and Finance : 

< 

A significant input for po~ularizing female education 

was the school building for girls' schools. The Chief 

Inspectoress had noted in 1912, that 

11 the question of buildings was especially important in the 

girls' schools, since they had to be enclosed5~~there was a nisk 

· ~ of insanitary conditions. · __ The teachers too were forced to liv~ 

: .. ,_in~ them. Though buildings of every description existed and 

in some schools buildings were exceedingly good, there were 

instances, especially in the small aided schools of classes 

being held in verandahs among charpoys and other household good~ 

while hens and goats also had their habitation there.n 59 

58. Emphasis mine. 

59. Ibid., 1912, p. r). 



More than a decade later it was noted that, apart from 

the obvious but much neglected duty of ensuring that the girls 

work in hYgienic conditions, there is also the consideration that 

when buildings are good, more girls are attracted to school and 

more rapid progress is made. It was noted that a lack of proper 

space in government schools was a great obstacle to expansion. 

There were instances of 11.kutcha" _-badly .built, ill ventilated 

little houses where, according to the ].nspectoress, it. was 

impossible to stop for more than an hour or so, on account of the 
I 60 smell from open drains" •. 

The condition of building, particularly of the non-mission, 

non-English schools remained a constant complaint. By 1927, 
--

it was noted that very little had been done to prpvide better 
. 6 

accommodation for girls' schools in villages. 1 The village 

school for girls was even described as a little better than a 

cowshed. 

By 1932, it was·noted that "it is an old tale, the 

repetition of which is wearisome, that the majority of the 

Vernacular schools for girls are badly housed. The cry is 

repeated however, lest the boards should thinkthat arrangements 

which have lasted (for) so long may be permitted to continue 

indefinitely". 62 How ever, the report noted that unlike the 

60. I bid., 1929, p .. 59. 

61. Ibid.,.1927, p. 88. 

62. I bid., 1927-32, p. 72. 
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Vernacular schools, most anglo-vernacular schools, had adequate 

accommodation and none of the anglo-verancular were so badly 

housed that teachers and pupils worked under ~iscomfort. 63 It 

was suggested by 1942, that a more expedient measure would be to 

consider buildings before opening fresh institutions. 64 

Finance : 

The financial resources for female education were provided 

by the municipal funds, the district board grants, the provisional 
I 

revenues, fees·and other sources. The complaint of the inadequacy 

of financial aid provided by these agencies for female education 

runs through the reports on public instruction in the U.P. for 
··~ 

the...: early half of the twentieth century. The insufficiency of 

public funds for the general improvement of female education was 

described as the n rock on which the solution to the pr )blem 

splits". 65 

The smallness of.the permanent annual grant (Rs.5 lakh) 

for education, to the Uni:f:ed Provinces was deplored in 1903. The 

general report on public instruction stated that "the opportunity 

was not taken to bring the most backward province, more nearly 

abreast of the more forward parts of the country, in which a 
66 greater liberality towards education has been customary". 

63. I bid., 1927-32, p. 72. 

64. I bid. , 1937-42, p. 46. 

65. I bid., 1936, p. 44. 

66. I bid., 1903, pp, 2-3. 



U.P. had received less funds in proportion to its population 

than any other province. It was thus, according to the report, 

their misfortune rather than the fault of the province that it 

was amongst the last in the educational progress. 

The outlay from district and Municipal funds was mainly 

on Primary schools. The contribution from fees occured 

chiefly in aided English schools and more particularly in aided

mission, schools. Year by year, most district boards reduced 

their contribution towards expenditure for female education and 

depended more and more on provincial grants, which were- intended 

to supplement their own contribution. 67 

A section of the administration felt that income from fees 

could be increased without injury to girls' education, others 
. 

felt that in view of the fact that the importance of girls' 

education was not fully realised, the legitimate amount of bus 

fees, or tuition fees could not 'be charged. In Vernacular school~ 

nevertheless, no tuition fees and a very small conveyance fee 

was charged. 68 By 1930, income from fees was greater than previot 
. 69 

years, which was an evidence of progress in the desire for 

educating girls and women. Income from other sources, however, 

registered a decrease: 

67. Ibid., 1926, p. 38. 

68. I bid., 1929, p. 47. 

69. Ibid., 1930, p. 56. 



Schools, aided by the boards were on a different footing 

from those aided by provincial revenue. Usually, the grant formed 

the sole source of income and was regarded by the mistress 

concerned as her salary. Since the amount was small, s~e spared 

finances with difficulty, even for equipment and other necessitiei. 

Consequently, the condition of these school~, the majority 

of which were in villages, was oft~D deplorable. 70 

On the justification, that the strain of conveyance charges 

on the public budget had become acute, the policy of self

supporting conveyance was formulated for girls' schools in j936, 
71 Thus, parents were also expected to pay more conveyance fees. 

By 1937, it was noted that the increase in fees was welcome 

as the future security of girls' schools would depend more and 

more on the willingness of parents to co-operate as readily and 

as fully as they had done in the education of their boys. 72 

' 
A- number of g_irls' schools had to depend on the monthly 

subscriptions of benevolent subscribers to make up the difference 

between expenditure and income from Government grant. Since, 

voluntary subscriptions were always a variable factor, the 

payment of staff and other demands became uncertaine 73 

10. Ibid .. , 1930, p. 6o. 

71. Ibid., 1936, p. 42. 

72., Ibid., 1932-37, P• 87e 

73. Ibid., 1932-37, p. 87. 
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Management and administration :· 

Regarding the management of girls' schools, it was noted 

that schools managed by Boards or by Committees of citizens were 

subject to fluctuations, which were accountable to mismanagement 

or diminishing interest. It was reported, that incompetent 

teachers were appointed in schools managed by district or 

municipal boards, and for private /reasons were retained in 

service against the advice of the I.nspectoress. Private 

considerations and politics were permitted to over-rule the 

i'nterests of education. 74 Missionary bodies· as a rule managed 

their schools successfully. It is essential to note that the 

primary aim of missionaries was proselytisation for which women 

formed an ideal target. 

The history of the non-Christian, non-mission s~hools 

was considered mainly a record of "Inconstant purpose"~ Noting 

the reasons for an inadequate progress, the 1914 report stated' 

that 

"ln the case of female education, private effort flags 
and enthusiasm is fitful; so that schools 'lflhich seem 
to have entered upon a career of prosperity are liable, 
unaccountably to sudden decline. The ardour of 
promoters is apt, to be dampened by wavering support 
and the consequent difficulty of maintaining financial 
equilibrium. Apathy and unconcern succeed in quick 
sucession to outbursts, of zeal for the cause. An 
instance of unusual success is that of Arya Kanya 
Pathshala, Allahabad; a contrary instance is that of the 

74. Ibid., 1927-32, p. 76. 
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Kanya Pathshala, Meerut of which so much was hoped 
at one time that the Government Model School was 
closed to give it freer scope".75 

Bulk of the Primary schools were managed by district 

boards. In larger towns, municipal boa'rds usually made itself 

responsible. It was noted that the Government maintained a 

higher percentage of Middle schools, especially vernacular 

middle schools. . Its advantage was' the better material conditions 
. 76 

which were made possible by provincial resources. 

A further advantage which sprung from the existent 

parda ideology was that the Government maintained schools, which 

were known as the model schools had the 11 advantage of undivided 

control in the hands of women, since they ,,1ere many.ged by the 

mistresses11 ,
77 and "the better class of women teachers preferred 

' 
not. to deal directly with men". 78 

The administration. and inspection was also adjusted to 

the stipulated cultural necessity of segregating women, thereby 

reinforcing the 'separate' identity of a girls' school. The 

administration and inspection of girls' schools was put under 

the charge of women. The number of inspectresses was raised 

from 4 to 7. Their official relations with the Inspectors 

were severed. 79 

75. .I bid., 1913-1914, p. 19. 

76. I bid., 1925, p. 33. 

77. I bid., 1925, p. 33. 

78. I bid., 1925, p. 33. 

79o PEI., 1907- 12, Vol. I' p. 2 ·o 
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The circles that an inspect~ress was supposed to visit 

were reduced in size and the influence and stimulus of more 
80 frequent visits by her was expected to have its effect. 

The C.hief Inspectress admitted that 11 the difficulty of 

proper management existed even in the boys' schools, but in the 

girls' schools, it was aggravated by strange reports of strict 

parda observing schoolse 81 

Curricuht§ : 

The curriculum for females and the provision and 

availability of teachers for educating girls too revealed the 

working of a parda ideology. 

The curriculum imparted to female students ·was an important 

issue of female education in the early half of the twentieth 

century. The necessity of a specially designed curricula for 

women/females was often emphasized~ Differing opinions also 

existed. The report on public instruction in the UoP. for 

1912-1917 noted two different views on the curriculum for girls 
I 

education - ( i) they should be taught nothj_ng .save domestic 

science (ii) a smattering of the three Rs. as well, would help 

in their household duties, that too much arithmetic was taught and 

that readers were unsuitable. In fact, one of the reasons for the 

80. GRPI., 1915, p. 21. 

81. Ibid., 1914-1915, p. 20. 
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_ failure of female education was cited as the unsuitability .. of 

. 1 82 curr1.cu urn. 

Over the years, the curriculum for girls' education was 

sought to be revised· to suit the needs or demands of their 

familial roles well within the domestic sphere. Consequently, 

subjects which were seen as devoid of any direct bearing on a 

training for an effective handling- of the household affairs 

were either dropped or revised. Consequently, the committee 

constituted to revise the vernacular curriculum in 1915, 

introduced domestic science as a compulsory subject and di:rectecl 

a revision of the arithmetic course. The middle course for girls 

was shortened.by one year, as compared with that of the boys. 
-Also an alternative curriculum exclusively for girls \'ms to be 

prepared, to lead up to a special girls' certificate examination 

for girls whose schooling was to fit them for ordinary domestic 

life. 83 

sewing and knitting formed an important part oj· the . 

curricula for girls' education,sewing was included in the training 

class courses, in order to secure competent teachers. Drawing 

and painting were attempted at some places and were considered 

"particularly useful in giving purdanashin girls some occupation 

with which to fill their leisure11 •
84 

------------------------------------~--------------
82. Ibid., 1912-17, p. 82. 

83. Ibid., 1912-17, p. 82. 

84. Ibid .• , 1917, p. 84. 
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Principal changes were brought about in the courses of 

I sa bella Tho burn College also. Philosophy was to be taught for 

B.A. instead of mathematics. Biology was to be taught upto 

the ip.termediate standard. Weekly lectures were introduced on 

literary, scientific and historical subjects and once a month 

extension lecture in Urdu with slides were provided for the 

zenana ladies of Lucknow. 85 It ~as declared that "female education 

in order to be made attractive must be adopted more closely to the 

86 needs of the sex". 

By 1926, desire was specifically noted for needlework 

and cookery. The distinction between candidates who followed 

the same curriculum as boys and those who took the girls' 

alternative1disappeared in 1930 through a remodelled anglo

vernacular curriculum for middle schools. In the arithmetic paper7 

a separate provision was made for girls who had neither the ability 

nor the opportunity for going far in A·r.i thmetic. 87 

By 1930, systematic physical training was given but 

· only in a small minority of schools •. · It -.,.Jas added that "few 

years ago the introduction of games and drill would have met with 

criticism from a certain number of parents, but this attit~de 

is now(..1a thing of the past". 88 

85. I bid., 1912' p. 79. 

86. I bidt, 1912, p. 79. 

87. !.J21g.' 1930, pp. 66-61. 

88. I bid., 1930, p. 61. -
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Participation in extra-curricular acti vi tie.s like girl 

gUiding, first-aid, home-nursing and outdoor sports remained 

low on account of a dearth of competent teachers and space. 

Also the 1926 report noted that it was not easy to gather girls 

together, once the school dispersed, especially, when girls live 

at a distance and have to be fetched in bullock carts. 89 _The · 

growing interest in games was commended for it was "helping · 
---

to remove parda restrictions". 90 It was also pointed out that 

unfortunately the interest in physical culture is limited 

to large towns". 91 

Teachers : 

The crucial role of efficient and trained female teachers 

was recognised early in the twentieth century. '1'-hey were 

considered essential for popularising female education~ 

The Sigra Female Normal School, Banaras, the Isabella 

Thoburn College, Luckno'w and the Government Female Normal School 

at Lucknow and Allahabad were the major training institutions 

· for female teachers employed in Indian Schools. Voluntary 

enterprise or 'private' institutions also existed92 indicating 

a consciousness for training female teachers. 

89. Ibid., 1933, p .. 35. 

90. Ibid., 1937-42, p. 46. 

91.. 1..£ig.' 1939, p. 39. 

9 2 • I bid. , 1 912 , p • 7. 
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The census for 1911 pointed out the lack of female teachers 

as the greatest of all diffic:ulties in the way of female 

education. It was noted that even though the Government had offered 

valuable scholarships to the wives of male teachers, who would 

pass certain examinations, on the principles that their husbands 

would teach them and the two schools could be combined under one 

one roof, the measures had not suc~eded. 93 

However, according to the report on public instruction for 

1912, the employment of superannuated male teachers was also 

welcomed. Due to the dearth of female teachers, female education, 

at least, in villages may not have been touched for years. 94 

A decrease in enrolment at the teachers training . 
institutions was noticed by 1913. It was put down-~partly to the 

great.demand for teachers which induced girls to begin teaching 

directly after passing the entrance and partly to the college 

courses proving more attractive. 95 
r 

Even though the necessity of a female teacher in popularising 

female education was recognised, the dearth of trained mistresses 

the existence of incompetent mistresses, and of employment of 

superannuated males in girls schools dominates the discussion of 

obstacles to the education of girls. It was recognised that there 

were deterring consideration for the woman, 11 the educcted woman 

94. 

95. 

Census of India United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 1911, 
P,. 261. ' 

GRPI.; 1912, p. 83. 

I bid., 1913, p. 11. 
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is in any case lonely, and if she is in parda away from her 

family, the loneliness must.be beyond description; yet if she 

is out of pard~ she dften loses the respect that is nece~sary to 

win scholars. 96 

The director of public instruction for U .P. pointed out 

that it would be a mistake to suppose that the scarcity of female· 

teachers is merely the result of _low pay, or that it could be 

remedied if higher salaries were offered. "1 t is not merely 

a question of getting good teachers, but of getting a1y teachers 

at all. Unless this problem· is solved, female education ;ean make 

no real progress, and as long as early marriage is universal 

and the posi t~on of unmarried women considered dishonour able the 

prospect is not hopeful". 97 

C a-education : 

Co-education was an important means of improving the 

diffusion of education for girls in U. P •. An investigation of the 

development of co-education in U.P., further highlights the 

importance of pard~ for womerr s education. 

The local Government of U.P. passed an order in 1896, 

permitting district boards to throw opt~i.l primary village schools 

to both sexes, where separate schools for girls could not be 

96. PEI., Vol. I. Pt.I, 1917-1922, pp. 133-134. 

97. PEI., 1902-1907, pp. 263-26h. 
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provided. However, inhibitions regarding female education 

surfaced when the district boards were 9onsulted. They professed 

themselves terribly shocked at the grave impropriety of 

allowing girls, even between the ages o[ 6 and 8, to go to the 

same schools as their brothers. It was also pronounced to be 

"subversive of. morality notwithstanding the practice in other 

parts of India., 98 Describing the ).ntroduction of the nevi system, 

the Director for public instruction noted that "the proposal 

was not made on behalf of those who are unwilling to avail 

themselves of it, and there seemed to be no valid objecti~ns 

to allowing others, who did not feel the same objection, to send 

their girls to the ordinary village schools". He also noted that, 

"the custom was not wholly unlmown in the province~. Instances 

(of co-education) are in fact occasionally :met with all over, the 
~ 

provinces without any harm resulting". 99 

The custom of teaching boys. and girls together, was 

commended on account ·of "its economy in a province where 

educational progress was seriously arrested by the want of fu~ds. 100 

By 1906, the number of girls reading in Boys' school doubled, 

thus indicating a positive trend for co-education. M.ore than 

ten percent of the whole number of school girls were reading 

in public schools for boys and private boys school. 101 

98. PEI., Vol. I •. Pt.I, 1897-1902, p • 320. 

99. . I bid., Vol. I. Pt.I, 1897-1902, p. 320. 

100. GRPI., 1903-1904, p$ 39, 
ibid. 

' 
1905-1906, p. 33. 

101. I bid., 1905-1906, p. !. 



Allo·wances were given to encourage co-13ducation in U.P. 

The rates had varied from 4 annas per child and 8 annas for 

five children. Opinions regqrding the success of the practice 

varied. There was the possibility of violence being done to 

social feeling. There was also a professional distrust about 

the value of co-education. In schools, receiving the special 

capitation there was a suspicion of fictitous enteries, nominal 

attendance, spurious education and undue pressure on parents. 

Fluctuations in numbers were obvious and these fluctuations had 

followed the rise and fall of the rate of grant, and the presence 

or the .transfer of an officer who regarded the scheme with favour. 

Apart from commenting that probably all this proves that in some 

areas the desire of parents to see their daughters. educated is well 

diluted with a feeling of human kindness towards the ill-paid 

teachers who will earn a little more if the small sisters 

accompany their brothers to school for a certain number of 

attendance. The report noted that the real disadvantage of the 

system of girls studying in boys schools was that girls·were 

forced to leave such schools at an early age, befor·e any 

permanent impression was made. 102 The report for 1912 noted 

that,"Madras is not the United Provinces, and in Madras, girls 

are not removed from boys schools at the age of eight. Here, it 

is the almost invariable rule. It requires a rather sanguine 

102. Ibid., 1907-1912, p. 84. 
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temperament to expect that at that age girls can carry away 

from school, impression, "that will never fade i'nto nothingness • 

Zeal may outrun discretion and the blowing of bubbles does no 

permanent good to the cause of education". 103 · It was heuce 

reiterated that co-education should never be regarded·as an 

excuse for NOT maintaining and establishing girls', schools 

h th . .bl 104 w erever 1s was necessary or P~§Sl e. 

The 1911 Resolution .dated 14th January claimed, that 

the idea of educating both sexes together had never appealed to 

,the Indian mind. For, as soon as the stimulus was removeQ. the 

attendance diminished. The plant had struck no vigor0us root 

an~ was too dependent on artificial aid. Encouragement through 

the practice of capitation grants or other means was to be 

stopped. 105 An Inspector of schools in Banaras div.is i.on who 

was a champion of the system of girls studying in boys' schools 

· advocated payment by results for he believed that mixed education 

was an excellent means of diffusing widely, a little of the light 

of knowledge throughout the all prevailing mental darkness. 

Diametricaily opposed views also existed. It was felt that though 

the attendance of girls in boys schools wquld do good, any form 

of official pressure was to be -depreciated. 106 It was noted that 

the. system of mixed education did not find favour with Muhammadans 

103. I bid.,, 1907-1912, p. '84. 

104. . PEI •, 1907-1912' p. 220. 

105. 1 bid.' 1912-1917' p. , '7. 

1.06. QETI_.' 1907-1912, p. i .. 
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or flourish in cities and that it would never diffuse education 

above the lowest stages. 107 

· Despite disapproval of mixed education from IDi. :ny quarters' 

it was p.dmitted that "it would be a pity if these'giJ·ls were 

deprived of this opportunity of getting some education, however 

"1 08 slight. 

I, 
By 1933, a large influx o_f. new girls into boys', schools 

1: 
was reported. Also noted, was an unexpected migration of girls 

,I' 

from existing girls' schools to boys' schools, where the latter 

'presented better opportunities for further study. 109 This, 

however, was reported only in village schools. The Chief 

In;:;pectoress, hoped "that the day is not far off when their own 

sisters will have the courage to emerge out of Pard,a and shrouded 
/ 

bullock-carts into the open of better conditions .... Girls who 

could easily walk do not,. beca'Ll.se of pard; objection~". 110 

The large increase in the number of girls reading in boys' 

schools, though largely' at the primary stage, was attributed to, 

apart from other reasons, the awaken.ing of parents to the 

advantage of education for their girls .. 111 The encouraging response 

to co-education at the primary stage, in many cases, prompted the 

employment of women teachers in boys'' schools. Whenever possible, 

girls' schools were closed by being amalgamated with the boys' 
I 

107 e I bid., 1907-1912, p. 85. 
108. I bid., 1917, p. 81. 
109. I bid., 1932-33, p. 31. 
11 o. I bid., 1932-33, p. 31. 
111. I bid., 1932-37, ~. 84. 
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schools. 112 

Despite, encouraging trends in favour of co-education, 11 3 

the report for 1944 noted that, there existed, opposiiion in 

some districts to co-education. It was, thus., felt t!.at it 

would be a better way of amalgamating boys' and girls~' schools 

if boys'. lmver primary schools were closed and boys were_ sent to 

girls' schools, even though this had never been tried anywhere 

li
' 1

• 114 / 
ear er. 

Hindu and Muslim Female Education in U.P. : 

In the context of the impact of parda on the education of 

Hindu and Muslim women in U.P., an _analysis of data reveals a 

significant point regarding the hypothesis that contrary to the 
. ' 

notion of parda as an Islamic practice, parda vms practised 

by both ,Hindus and Muslims and consequently affected both 

communities. 

From 1927 to 1947, the difference between the percentage 

of Hindu and Muslim females vis-a-vis the total population 

of Hindus and Muslims enrolled at all levels of education -

primary level, Middle school level, High school level as well as 

Intermediate and Collegiate level wa$ negligible (Table - 4 on the 

subsequent page). 

112. Ibid., 1937-1942,. p. 40. 

113. Ibid., 1942-43~ p. 30. 

114. Ibid., 1943-44, P• 27o 



P rimari School 

IVl iddle School 

High School 

T & u. 

Total 

TABLE - 4 

P ercent9-ge of Muslim females enrolled vis-a-vis the total 
enrolled from - males and females of Hindus and total males 
and females enrolled amongst Muslims respectively. 

---- ........ -._.-.._-,_ 

' :J 92Z 1922 I 
:192Z :1942 --{ H M H M I H M H M 

t 

5 .. 68 6.0 10.72 g.23 13.26 11.60 13.89 12.87 

0.11 0.07 0.26 .18 0.57 0.38 0.92 0.72 

0.007 0.0005 0.017 0.012 o.o4 0.04 0.09 0.097 

o. 0015 0.013 0.005 0.03 0.025'' 0.07 0.084 
\ 

Source : GRPI o 

:J94:Z 
H M 

12.68 12.50 

1.073 0.98 

0.12 0.18 

0.10 0.16 



It can therefore be stated that female education did 
) 

"--\not_ vary significantly in accordance with communi ties and 

religious groups. Female education amongst the Hindus and Muslims 

was subject to impediments which were common rather than 

exclusive, to both .the communities. 

It was noted that the problem of the education of 

Muslim girls was made 11 more diffi-cult owing to the:rigidi ty of 

their parda system". At Meerut 2 hand carts and 5 do lis were. 

provided by the board for the use of the Muhammadan girls' school2 15 

\Similarly the conditions that operated against the admission 

of Hindu girls was the Rack of provision of conveyauce or of 

hostel arrangements. 116 Though sections of both communities 

availed of hostel facilities for -~irls, 117 it was noted that 

boarding institutions were not popular with non..Chri~ tians. 

Provision of more ,facilities was acknowledged as essE. ntial for 

facilitating admission of non-C-hristian girls. 118 

The biases against the women' s entry into professional 

and vocational education i.e., at Medical Schools, Technical 

and Industrial Schools and Teacher Training Institutions, do not 

seem to have been operative in the case of only' one community. 119 

115. I bidG' 1913' p. 17. 

116. I bid., 1932-1937, p. 90. 

117 0 I bid., 1912-1917, p. 83. 

118. :f.2id.' 1932-1937, p. 90. 

119. I bid., 1905, Pp. 6A, 7A & 8A, 

ibid.' 197:'~-37, p. 25A• 



Hindu·~ and Muslim women' s entry into the teaching prof·ession 

was apparently not without difficulties. A "strong aversion 

to\Jirards the adoption by their girls of the teaching profession" 

was noted. 120 It was noted that the number of day scholars 

fluctuated on account of difficulties.of supplying conveyances 

d f t . d. 11 121 an o cas e preJu 1ces • The profession of medicine and 

teaching for girls s~ems to have b~~en only gradually ac~epted by 
/ 122 

the Hindus as well as the Muslims. In the case of schools 
' 

I 

for adults because of the higher proportion of·Hindu rural 

population as well as the very nature of schools, a 'communal' 

comparison is difficult. 

The 1901 census noted tl:lat 11 taking considerable, areas 

such as natural divisions and not single districts' female 

education amon8st Musalmans is more in vogue in the east of the 

province than in the western plains where it was seen that the 

greatest proportion of literate Hindu females is to be found11 • 
123 

However, the later censuses do not indicate this trend. While 

the literacy test adopted in 1911 may account for this difference, 

it can be hypothesized that the higher percentage of literate 

Hindu females in the,West was due to the relative lack of rigid 

parda in the region, as noted in the early part of this chapter. 

On the other hand the relativeT:y urbanized population of Muslims 

120. Ibid Resolution, 1915, p. 5. -., 
121. I bid., 1907-12, p. 70. 

122. I bid., 1927, p. 23A. 

123. Census of India: United P ovinces of Agra and Oudh, 1901, 
p. 151+. 
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vis-a-vis the Hindus in U.P., ensured a higher percentage of 

literate Muslim population in the eastern parts of the province. 

As the census of 1901 as well as 1931 noted, the presence of 

large towns in a district tended to raise the proportion of 

literate persons, especially among the females and this was more 

marked in the case of Muslims than Hindus because Muslims wer~ 

more largely town dwellers. 

It is imperative to note that amongst both Hindus and 

Muslims, it was the higher classes which showed an.interest in 

and the response to female iiteracy. It is also significgnt that 

either norms of pa~da or notions of religious orthodoxy were 

specially emphasized in connection with the female education 

of this strata of society. For instance, there is evidence of 

successful pardanashin school at Pilibhi t. But, "Pupils were 

drawn mostly from the higher classes of Muhammadans11 • 
124 Similarly, 

it was noticed that the Hindu girls' school at Lucknow was 

qoing valuable educational work as it attracted the daughters 

of many of the well-to-do professional classes and while adhering 

to the orthodox Hindu point of view1125, aimed with some success 

at widening the girls' interest. The largest increases were 

noted amongst high caste Hindu girls, whereas the progress 

amongst 11 the depressed classes" was disappointi.ng. 126 

124. GRPI., 1906, p. 32. 

125. Ibid., 1912-1917, p. 79. 

126. I bid., 1937-38, p. 36. 
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Even amongst the section of population which did receive 

education, the prop9rtion of literate females was relatively 

highest among the Kayasthas whose occupation required literacy. 127 

Convenience seems to have been a criteria of establishing 

sectarian schoolse It was admitted that though separate schools 

involved a policy which was doubted, it was more practical and 

more conducive to harmony to have/separate schools. Hindu girls 

invariably wished to learn theN agri and Muhammadan girls the 

Persian character. This necessitated a separate classification 

and double staff. Few mistresses were capable of running~ 

joint classes •. The difficulty over language was givetl as a 

reason to establish sectarian schools, 
128 

though it w.ts not 

always intended. Thus; when aided institutions came ]_nto 

existence by the effort of private bo~ies, funds tended to 

limit them since parallel classes in Hindi and Urdu could not 

be provided. 

The convenience in establishing sectarian schools can be 
I 

understood in the context of the political developments in India 

in the first half of the 20th Century. In India, the Khilafat 

issue was particularly 7 prominent in the years 1911-1913. The 

issues that prP.occupied the Muslim leaders was protection of the 

Turkish empire and of the.holy places, since the British policy 

-----------------------------·--·-·-
. 127. 

128. 

Census of India: United Provinces of Agra & Oudh, 1921, 
p. 460, ibid., 1931, p. 1"18. 

GRPI., 1906, p. 31; ibid., 1932-37, p. 90; 
ibid., 1930, p. 40. 
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was not sympathetic to Turkey. Pan I slamism relegated to a 

secondary position, even the whole issue of political 

independence. 129 The social energy of the Muslim community 

was directed to communal ends. Official policy too reinforced 

communal divisions of society, in U.P. In this atmosphere 

possibly, the sanctions of respective religion and culture 

crystallized amongst Hindus and Nuslims. Thus the consciousness 

that Urdu was the language of Nuslims and Hindi was the language 

of Hindus· could not have waned. 

Thus, it can be concluded that evidence on the educational 

pattern of women of the two communi ties of Hindus and Muslims 

reveal that the differential achieyements in the education 

of women, cannot be attributed solely to socio-cultural factors 

which were solely the characteristic of either of the two 

communities and which could be considered exc~usive to U.P. 

It is possible to interpret the disparities in the 

education of Hindu and Nus lim women in terms of political and 

economic factors which in turn po~sibly reinforced norms of ~qi. 

These factors may have stemmed· from pragmatic reasons as in the 

case of shutting down primary schools either on account of their 
I 

uselessness or thei·r promotion as secondary schools. In the case 

of the establishment of sectarian schools, the difficulty lay in 

provision of curricula and financeo Sectarian schools tended to 

. 129. Chandra Bipan, TJJ.odern India (1981 reprint,New Delhi, 
NCERT, 1971), pp. 255-255.. . , 
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lnsti tutionalize communal differences and possibly the Government. 

too relied on 5uch calculations. One can speculatively go so far 

as to state that sectarian schools, in all instances were a 

consequence of socio-cultural factors in so far as Hindus did 

not open schools forlVIuslims or lVIuslims for Hindu girls. 

Disparities in the female education amongst the lVIuslims 

and Hindus may also have surfaced on account· of residential 

patterns or from political preoccupations whereby women's 

education may not have been a matter of priority. 

To the extent that socio-cultural factor.s and especially 

the practice of parda impinged on the e~ucation of women, it is 

not possible to point out to one single community as being more 

affected by it or relat~vely not affected by socio-cultural 

considerations, regarding women' s education. Since certain 

sections within both the Hindu and lVIuslim comm~i ties showed 

enterprise in educating their women and evinced a consciousness 

in this direction 1 it is possible to conclude that in order to 

account for the nuances in the education of women a study of the 

whole socio-political and economic factors is imperative. It 

can be further stated that a communal comparison is not very 

logical in the area of women's education. The point which is 

reinforced is.that provision for education, access to education 

and the level of education was a matter of male - female as 

well as class distinction, rather than reasons of reli~ion and 

custom alone. 

• • 



CHAPTER-V 

CONCLUSION 

Socio-cultural factors - primarily parda, which was 

dominant in the socia) milieu of U. P. highlights the reasons 

behind the motivations, manifestations and goals of women's 

education irtU.P. The socio-political and economic situation 

of U.P. further provided a clue to- some of the guidirg factors 

behind the social reality of the e~rly half of the twentieth 

century .. 

At the initial phase of this study, the concepi of-parda 

included the physical veil as well as other modes of 1isual 

separation of males and females. T~is implied restriction on 

mobility and coo1munication. Consequently, only the.quantity 

and not the quality and conten~ of education for women was seen 

as important. Another hypothetical notion was that as the 

status of women became higher, the incidence of _Qard~ declined 

and the level of women' s ·education rose., A notion that followed 

from the above was that in instances where adherance to parda 
1---... 

was low and the levelof education relativ~ly high,there even 

existed avenues for economic independence. Also the impact of 

parda on women' s education seemed to be apparent in terms of the 

quantity of education that women received. Thus, i~ seemed a 

simple correlation that a relatively rigid adherance to Rarda 

meant less of education. 
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The contextual study of U. P... in the first half of the 

twentieth century revealed the inadequacies of the initial 

notions noted above and clarified that the dialectics of pard~ 

and the education of Hindu and Muslim women were not so 

simplistic. 
-

The study revealed that the reference to parda as only 

a physical veil and a visual separ~tion was inadequate to 

describe the various facets of Hindu and Muslim women's lives 

in U.P-. 

Apart from segregating men and women by either manipulating 

the women' s c lathing or by screens, by spatial segregation or 

even by differential timings for the two sexes,. parda was 
--also affected by a behaviourial code which implied a restriction 

not only on verbal communication b~t also on the communication 
' 

of any opinion and emotion by the woman, to. those older to her, 

especially men. Restriction was extended to any behaviour which 

would attract attention or was likely to attract attention. 

Thus, the aim was to prevent the woman's exposure to the world 

and prevent the world' s access to her.. Thus an important 

dimension of pard§ was that which was >ereft of all visual 

forms i.e., it existed in spirit. 

It is difficult to find any single ·onsistent definition 

of parda on account of the regionally variec observances as 
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between the parda observed by Muslims in Pakistan and in u.P., 

as well as the regional differences in ~hat was considered 

parda, as overt behaviourial constraints betwen U.P. and Central 

India. There was no exclusive Hindu or Muslim observance of 

parda. · The goals and aspirations of both Hindus and Muslims,the 

two major communities in U.P. were not different. Members of 

both ·communi ties aspired to social .prominence and political 

power. Revivalists and political leaders in U.P. in the ~irst 

half of the twentieth century stressed the respective exclusiveness 

of Hindus and Muslims. However, regional culture rather than 

the great tradition of Indo~uslim civilization set the frame 

of their interaction, since both Hindus and Muslims upheld 

conservative vaL1es. This is evident in the nature of inter

political alliances and intra socio-political interaction i.eo, 

in the nature of the leadership that gained acceptance~ in their 

style of politics and their revivalism which underlined the 

importance of religion in their lives. The harping on religion 

and the constant harping back at the ideal forms of their 

respective religions, outlined the blue-print of a society 

which upheld social conservatism. 

As far as subtle variations regarding the observance of 

parda are concerned, differences existed w1thin the community 

itself regionally, and in the crucial terms of class. Regionally 

this difference in the concept of _parda is evident in t.1.e 
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' 
expectations from Hindu women of the upper strata in the 

western Himalayan region of U.P .. and the eastern U.P .. while 

parda existed throughout U.P., in the Western Himalayan regions 

woman' s work outside the home was acceptable, whereas in eastern 

U.P. the woman was destined ·for a relatively secluded life. 

Similarly, within the same community whether Hindus or Muslims, 

the life-style of the woman belonging to the. higher strata and 

that of the lower strata presented a wide gap. The strict and 

rigid adherance to parda characterized the routine of the woman 

belonging to the upper strata in both the communities unlike that 

of the woman of the lower rungs in both communities. A communal 

distinction of. parda is hence not relevant. The ethical code . ' -of the higher classes whether Hindu or i"'uslim ·demanded women 

to adhere to the norms of parda. In fact this adherence was a 

constituent of the stamp of social status. Economic necessities, 

on the other hand forced the Hindu 'and Muslim women of the lov1er 

classes out of the literal·parda. 

Instead of concentrating on the communal similarities 

and dissimilarities of parda in U.P., it is essential to 

.inquire what it was. to be a woman in the first half of the 

20th century, U.P. 

Two major concerns of society determined the Hindu and 

. Muslims woman's life in U.P. (1) the notions of female sexuality 

and the need to protect her and (2) maintenance of harmony within 
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kingroup. Again as to why the woman exclusively was the focus 

of this concern, protection and control may have.had biological 

undertones. Why the male centered activities were culturally 

valued 1remains unanswered and controversial. 

A woman's activities were envisaged primarily in terms 
. 

of her role as a wife and a mother ~ a mother of sons specifically 

got importance. Consequently, marr~_age was the ultimate destiny 

of a woman. Reasons of progeny, and extension of kin lines 

were deemed importan~. The importance of the husband is evident 

not only in the social stigma attached to an tmmarried girl;_as 

well as her parents, but also in the ostracization that a widow 

suffered• 

Early marriage and even child marriages were ~n keeping 

with the. requirements of the parda ideology.: Since the woman 

went to live with her husband' s family, as a newcomer she was· 

to be controlled. fhis was further compounded by the notions 

of a woman's nature and her disruptive potential. Early marriages 

were seen as the most effective solution to deal with possible 

sources of disruption. ·Consequently even the age differences 

between the wife and her husband were known to be very wide. 

The life style of the upper classes of both Hindus 

and Muslims reiterated the fact that the woman was socialized 

to accept domesticity as her sole destiny. The ideological 

circumscribing of the .woman which ensued from her infancy, 

moulded her to accept the home and the hearth as what nature 

had i~tended for her. 
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The social system was such that ascriptive status i.e. 

gepeological pedigree acquired more importance than any other 

Gri teria of social distinction. Thus, those born with it were 

preoccupied in conserving it and those who were not, aspired to 

the life-style of the ~edigreed. 

However, all women were not to be kept in parda at all 

times. P arda requirements were applied selectively. P arda 

was more stringent depending on age, genealogical seniority and 

marital status. The norms were such that the older women 

enjoyed a relative relaxation in adherance to parda as well as 

some authority over the younger members of the family/household. 

The younger womenfolk waited for their turn to reach that 
\ 

position. A cyclically oppressive system ~xtending--over 
• generations was established. Significantly the responsibility 

of ensuring a conform~ty to the parda ideology also lay with men. 

Their responsibility lay in avoiding female company. They were 

in fact required to treat women as if in par@ even if the 

latter did not have a veil. 

It was within the domestic unit that the women in U.P. 

were believed to enjoy power and authority. Thus, many 

women and men were in favour of the P.arda system. It provided 

leisure to the women and afforded them an authority over the 

household. They did not have to fend for themselves and 

enjoyed the social status. Women of the lower strata could 

not have been able to afford the leisure, yet their identity 

' 
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seen exclusively in terms of their role was realised only 

.within the precincts of the household. It is imperative to 

point out however, that this authority extended only over those 

younger to them. Even within the household, their authority 

did not extend over the males of their own generationo ParQi, 

as it was adhered to, can thus be seen in terms of two closely 

interacting principles of separat~ worlds and symbolic shelter. 

A dichotomy between the world of men and women was visualized. 

The woman's world was associated with the domestic unit, the 

hearth and the home. The man's world was outside the domestic 

realm. His was the public sphere. The principle of symbolic 

shelter impli~d the protection extended to woman. 
-P arda was thus the single comprehensive socio-cultural 

facto'r which pervaded evf~ry aspect of female life. It could 

literally be identified with the female sex. In fact a reference 

to the J?.arda is taken to imply that the subject of discussion 

is "woman". 

Parda, in all it's visual variety ~d ideology. was 

inextricably linked with the whole issue of women's education. 

The various restrictions of P.arda affected the very age group 

.which should have been receiving education, thereby limiting 

a large female population's access to education.· Thus though 

in their childhood girls and boys played together and may have 

attended the same primary school, it was the former who paid the 

price of being born as girls through an enforced illiteracy. 
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The primary level of education which recorded the 

highest female enrolment vis-a-vis other levels, record ~d a 

high wastage and stagnation also for it was difficult t) secure 

attendance of female students after the age of eight. Since 

parda became more stringent on the pubertal and post - pubertal 

girls, many were not e.nrolled for education after the primary 

level. 

Female enrolment at the higher levels of education 

continued to depend on individual circumstances of pupils and 

schools. There were instances of higher enrolment on paper~ than 

the actual numbers receiving education. 

\ 

There were also instances of no pupils, and High schools 

only in name as th~ Crosthwaite School of Allahabad: At the 

higher·levels, women did gain an educational qualification as 

private candidates. It is essential to point out that most High

schools were situated in towns and c.atered for middle - class 

families, which had begun to pay more attention to the higher 

education of girls. It was also noted that this interest was 

inspired mainly by the idea that the High school certificate 

improved chances of marrying well. On the other hand, it was 

also noted that the growing number of girls receiving higher 

education and professional training was enough of .an indication 

that marriage was not the only career for girls. M'any were 

receiving education in order to adopt a profession. 
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The trends in the adoption of vocational and professional 

education also reflect considerations of parda • The initial 

reluctance of Hindus and Muslims, to any vocational education for 

women gave way to allow medical instruction. It is likely that 

there existed a demand for female doctors. A medical profession 

also ensured that contact with strange men would be avoided. 

The teaching profession also brough_t women in contact with 

girls only, or very small boys. However, the aversion to it 

by Hindus and Muslims indicates a prejudice to education itself. 

It. may be interpreted as a fear of the potential of educatign to 

widen the mental horizons. Signficant ly, engineering and 

surveying schools did not exist for girls at all. Though female 

participation in agriculture is evident from the occupational 

distribution in U.P., no facilities were extended for women 

to impart a technical knowledge in the same fi.eld. 

More important than the quantity of education for females,. 

it was imperative to inquire into the quality and content of 

education imparted to women. Even among those girls and women, 

who did receive education despite the literal constraints of 

space and distance, the ideological circumscribing to mould the 

minds to carry out the responsibility of their role continued. 

Regarding the quality of women's education, parda' s effects 

were direct as well as indirect. A belief in the undesirability 

of stepping outside the home precincts or travelling distances, 

prevented girls from venturing far to attend school. On the 



other hand this also led to instances of schools opening 

special classes for these girls despite their inadequacies 

regarding the necessary equipment. The consequence was a 

poor standard of education. 

The content of education imparted to women was role 

oriented- i.e., oriented to their potential wifely responsi

bilities and responsibilities as a· mother. Thus, it was 

important to design a curriculum sui ted to their special needs as:i 

different from boys. Domestic science was considered important 
I 

for women. Similarly, it was believed that a smattering o-:f 

three R' s would enable them to carry out their household 

responsibilities more efficiently. ,Physiology and hygiene of horne 

life were also taught specially to girls just as sewing and 

knitting were.Drawing and painting were introduced to fill the 

leisure hours of nardana$hin:;;. The woman's vocation \-Jas 

visualized as geared primarily to the domestic unit. The girl 

' was taught that her place was within the home and the primary 

responsibility lay within the· family. The parda idee logy did 

· _ -·~ ., encourage delineating a subject or vocation which -was not 

directly connected with the domestic ~nit and the role of the 

female. Education, therefore, was not envisaged for broadening 

mental horizons. It was visualised a.-'5 an aid to parda, to 

reinforce established norms and attitudes and provide them with 

a legal sanctity. Education and parda identified and reinforced the 

~~.anoti:).er - there was to be no encouragement of the critical 

faculty of the mind. They were not to think for themselves but 

to lear'~ up what had ·een thought out for them. 
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It is essential to note that in cases of rigid confinement 

and of 2arda, even this protective stepping out of the home 

to receive a·carefully planned curricula or congregating for the 

same purpose within the home was significant in that it 

enabled erstwhile pardan8shins to come in contact with 1nd 

communicate with other women. To this limited extent then, 

education helped the women to defy the bindings of p~rda. 
,--" 

A relative rigid adherance to parda hence did not necessarily 

imply no education for women. It was possible that as long as 

education was streamlined to meet the demands of a woman' s 

role, the women in parda had the opportunity to receive education 

privately. An enquiry into the private education imparted 
' 

to women within the confines of home would be a use-ful 8Ubject 

of research. 

The recurrent complaint was a lack of competent, 

efficient and trained female teachers. This was a consequence 

of the biases against women' s education. Though, the ihcessant 

campaign for female education bore positive results,evident 

in the increase in demand for it, the ideology of nard~ had 

prevented Hindu and Muslim women from taking it up. Ironically, 

there were instances of girl' s schools suffering not because 

of lack of students but due to the lack of teachers. Social 

norms in the UoP. permitted only old_, males to take up this task. 

The younger male teachers were not always considered competent 

not because they lacked the requisite qualifications but because 
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their gender was different. It was even noted that thE employment 

of superannuated male .teachers at least meant fhat a dt::.sir-

ability for female education could be created in areas lehere 

the· movement for women' s education would never have otherwise . . 

percolated. However, the quality of teaching was far below 

expectation and hence proved to be occasionally a disincentive 

for female education. 

The inputs for girls' education in terms of literally 

providing an accommodation for teaching classes betrayed the 

even more rigid adherence to biases against female educati&n 

despite the relative increase in popularity. Thus, while efforts 

were made to provide enclosed rooms for classes, girls' schools 

often suffered._from gross insanitary conditions. Thus kacha, 

ill-ventilated houses, some being little better than cowsheds 

were seen fit enough to house girls' schools. There were 

instances of classes for girls being housed in the same rooms 

as that of hens and goats. At one level it can be concluded as 

an evidence of the desire for female education at another level, 

it is difficult to appreciate widespread. inadequacy of 

accommodation meant for girls schools in the province of U.P., 

a condition evident over a period of time. 

Missionaries, almost as a rule are believed to have 

managed their schools for girls in a better fashion. Otherwise 

management, too, seems to have suffered from private considerations. 
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Government managed schools were however preferred by female 

teachers. Here, is an evidence also of the fact that communal 

considerations were relatively not so important. For, apart 

from better material conditions these schools also ensured 

to prevent any direct dealing with men, because women 

inspectbresses;; had an undivided control in the Government model 

schools. 

Financial paucity was yet another impediment to female 

education. Income from private sources was disappointing. It 

fs possible to speculate that the reasons for even the of:ticial 

bypassing of financial support to women' s education stemmed 

from the biases of the imperial bos~es. The secondariness of 

the female was a pan-cultural phenomenon and the imperialists 

were no different in the.ir attitudes to the female gender. The 

gradual. increase of income from fees shows the increasing desire 

for educating girls and women. The increase occured chiefly in 

aided English schools and more particularly in aided mission 

schools. This crucial fact points out the class distinctions 

of the strata receiving ceducation or not receiving it. Those, 

who were interested in English education for their daughters 

belonged undoubtedly to the upper strata of society. More 

specifically, the girls belonged to a strata of the population 

conscious of the importance of English education. An interesting 

instance of the willin~ess to pay the fees for educating the 
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girls also lay in the fact that it was also understood to imply 

a .high status. Education once again came to the aid of norms 

which contributed to the development of the P.arda ideology. 

Ability to educate indicated status which in the long run would 

forge the requisite marriage alliances and the socio-political 

status. 

The intra - regional diffe~ntial achievement of female 

education was a characteristic feature of education in U.P. 

Female education was noticeably higher in the western than the 

eastern regions. The establishment of schools showed a similar 

pattern. Parda requirements were more stringent in the eastern 

regions than the western regions and this was proved by the 
-popularity of co-education in the eastern regions of B allia, 

Basti' and Gorakhpur. Co-education implied a scheme of girls 

studying in boys schools. Though this was far more economical 

than single-sex schools for girls it was limited to primary 

levels only. Co-education also implied therefore that they had 

to leave schooling at an early age. A tangible factor 

of urbanization seems to have encouraged a higher rate of female 

education. Agrq and Kanpur performed better in female education 

than B asti and Azamgarh. Keeping in view that Muslims were 

relatively more urbanized, proportionately more literate and 

well represented in non-agricultural sectors of the economy, 

the education of their women does not seem to have been in an 



equally advantageous position vis-a-vis Hindu women. The 

urbanized, literate and professional Muslims do not seem to 

have shown a proportionately higher initiative for educating 

their women. Traditionally sanctioned, socio-cultural attitudes 

continued to colour their perceptions of women and their 
' 

position in society. rt is known from the analysis of the socio

political and economic milieu of U.P. in the early ha~f of the ,--

20th century that the traditional socio-cultural attitudes 

formed an important ingredient of the concept of status. This 

factor itself belies the notions of one community being more 

backward or forward in the area of female education for reasons 

of socio-cultural factors exclusive to one community. 
' 

The increasing trend of caste solidarity ana communalism 

in the socio-political milieu of early 20th ;century U o P. manifested 

in the sectarian nature of educational institutions especially 

at the High school level. This w·aS> initiated by pr'ivate 

enterprise for girls. The practical difficulty of linguistic 

differences which was cited as a justification in itself' 

reflected the communal stress -Urdu was the language of Muslims 

and Hindi was thf-: language of Hindus. The fact that educational 

enterprise/entrepreneurship regarding women's education 

concentrated on the higher levels of education is significant. 

Women's educational institutions were probably also envisaged 

as an ideal avenue for consolidating and gaining political control. 
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On the other hand, a communal orientation would naturally 

prompt a stress on what were considered the ideals of a 

community. It is an improbable supposition that the parda 

ideology would not get a strong impetus in such an educational 

programme amongst both the communities of Hindus and Muslims. 

lt is, however-, imperative to point out that while 

education was considered a novelt~ for males and the majority 

could not hope for it, its necessity for girls was not 

visualized. However, as educat-ion gained in importance in the 

colonial set-up and contributed a major dimension to the complex 
. . -

of status an educated wife was more likely to keep pace socially 

with the educated bread-winner, though this consciousness again. · 

cannot be generalised to all classes. While issues of a 

possible employment for women outside the home were also 

mentioned, the demands on a woman's role did not change. Rather 

they were modified to enable an educated compliance with the 

role that the womah was socio-culturally destined for. In 

passing it ce>1Jld be added that biologically the woman was 

destined for motherhood and wifehood, the inan too was destined 

for fatherhood or being a husband but these dimensions of the 

male were never emphasized. Also, nature never laid terms of 

the essentiality of realising these roles. Thus P.?,rda was 

a socio-cultural device to enable an educated mind to willingly 

and consciously comply with the demandsof her familial role 

and see it as of primary importance. 



The dialectics of women's education and P,arda in 

the early half of the 20th century in U.P. did not in quanti

tatiye terms, leave the province hobbling educationally on one 

leg. However, qualitatively in terms of the motivations, 

manifestations and goals, the stamp, of the socio-cultural 

factors, specifically P,arda, on the education of Hindu and 

Muslim women explicitly manifested- itself in terms of inadequate . ' 

education as well as a carefully streamlined education, and 

implicitly guided it, in terms of the attitude of society 

to woman' s education. 

• • • 
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