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T.h• Ph~"•• • moving wltb tbe ttmes• le 
me~laa.. Tbte is no agtntt lt is awn 
aid not Uml that al!'8. 'ttle moving ep.d.ngs 
of aoei•W• Society hae natul'all 'I • 
tenCS.ncy to cast tta meft&)en ln the lzoon 
mould Of cu•tom ana supez.-•Ut£cnt end it 
ls only those who e'l8: tc:lucated can .(11ve 1 t 
the PJOJ)elling fozce. to move w1 th 1 t l.a 
to l.\'lOft in tbe old way#t lt ls only by 

moving ahead of 1 t aftd sbow1ng l t. tbe way 
cawam tbat you can ge' tt move on • 

TJUJ evolution that we aak is 
a change fzom ctMlet.'-'a1nt to 
freedom, fz.om c,-edullty to fdtht 
from ttatw; to ·cont2at\,flom · 
authod. tv to naoon. f~:om 
uno~t~oalaed to orgetd.&ed life, 
f~om blgotw to tole~:auon. ·· 
f~om. blind fat.eJ.lsm to a sOUS"Ce 
ot humaa dt.gnt. _.,. 

-- M.G. R.nade 

....,... N.G. Chanda\tarkal" 

NS.net.entb C:MtuJY wae a w;rv •1tn1f1cent Phase 1ft the · 

biatory of modem lndla. It was dud.ng tl\11 PGl'lod 1:1\et ibe 

count~'? wltneae·ed tbo emergem:o of a myd.ad ot itlte11oetua1 

~unen.\8 fa national nuennatlcn 1n &11 itt aspects ' 

1'0lig1ou•• social, QJ.tuJ:al, economic and political. AlthGUgb 

the inw11ectua1 endeavOll.n •• aimed et all-sided improvement, 

iboS:r main eJI.Pha&t.a watt en the aoc1~eliglous prol)lems. In 

other wOld&, socs.,o-cu1tusral ~eform farJI'led the maJOl' plant ot 

the nln.eteenth ceatuzy Indian lntelleC!'tual movements. Thl,• ir.tt 

however, not to emphasise that in· teZJDS of P%0QI'allJI'1eS and 

peepecUves they wue fundamentally me-d1mens1cna1t sn fact, 
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uultt..-.;naltna11tv .of vt.et.on eonttliuted aa lmponant facet 

of the nineteenth c.atuav lftdtan SAtellett\lalldeas., What 

la lmplled boe :La ""'1ft tbe .lftteUec-al movements ot tbt 

Pal~ ooclal ~ ,cult\Wal --1.- ecqulted Pzeciord.rutftce 

ove~ ec·momtc attd Pfi!Ucal ••• 

· fbue we,e • ·md.n alfJma of lrtteM~ iftte·11ectua1 actlvlty 

i8 the COUiltrJ 1 one was &engal efl<l. the Oibe&- Mahardbtl'at 

alU'lougb tt w• not _coatlaed me&"ely U tbtte ·ao provlnc1.-d. 

.Pocket&. Much bat been u1t.\.n on •~ Go-ca11.ed •aent.J. 

RendGaaacr•·,(l) and e. contemPo.ralf l.ftteUectuel cu~rents 
Pltvalent ln O'th:$1:. pa.- of the o:OUft-tJ!V• aotablY in Meharashua. 

have b•• Vinua!ly tt~lacted. ·AI a neult,a total plctuze 

ot the .,.te11Clc'Wtll to»YQiaent in lrldla a$ e wttole U ·yet to be 

dellfteatecl• 

Whet hePPdled ln Ben;&\ Is ofteft takm as an all-1ndta. 

Phemomenoab 1n fac't.- tne ,_. •• ~:_b-. been. PJ'etented as 

nP•esentt.ag not only the be;lnnlng \\1\lch lt b1a\oncally dld, 

b\1\ qui._ Often alao • the . .a of tile IQdlan intellectual 

awakent.ng. MoJ.!eOVOl"t tbete ls a tendency,. though CNite lmPl.iclt, 

among the bletodans .to attaeb· an at·JNa d supe~lo~ltr to the 

(1) 
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Bengal movemcmt. lt ls no denying tba\ the spark of 

lfttol1ectual EtlVolt 1n nineteenth cent~Y lndla Wa$ first llt 

1ft Segal; end WAS tbu$ a foruunnez of the late~ intellectual 
, ---:;:;.. . e-== r 

movement& dunn; ·the PGJ'iod· But tho fa4:t of the Bmoal 

•aa.ntn,g belt\g the flrat and. the eullest does not neceesal'lly 

establish lt& supesoloJ'lty ovor othed,· n~~ does 1t imply that 

tbe otheJ~ movements wel!$ me·:l'fJ:ly an ~xten~lcn of the 8Mga1 event 

Twe, dawn l& the tuu:btngez Of day. but t.he day and t.lul dawn 

aze not the •cme• ln fact, tho fo~me# h.tJj;} lt.1a OM\ entlty. t.hl& 

is, hOWGVG't not to •oo•• 'that the 1ndl-sn 1nte11ec:tua1 awakening 

was marked by diametrlea11y different intellectual etranda, nor 

to dGfty tbe d.obtful p1a~e to the· Bengal movement. What ls 

empb&$1eed heso f.s thet we cannot proped.y Uftdezetanct the 

.t.ntellectual Phen-omonon of n!neteentb century lndle ln 1 ts 

earn-ple.S.tlea without go!.flg &>eyond *the Bong&l compl&x*. · A 

total .ad CGnv1nc1ng plctuze of tb• n.lrmt~th century episOde 

e·en be had oaly ll we ext.end ou• lnvesUgatlcn. to the movernentf 

otbez tbart that of Bengal. Tbe presettt wo~k la a pa•t of a 

quest in that diceetion. 

We have selec•d for the study one of the ftG91~cted ••as 

ot maclem lndion tnte11ecw&l ht.etorv, naJttelY• tile ln~ell~tuel 

moverneat ln .nlnettentb e,ent.luy Mabataa.btra. Chooalno th~& 

pant.cula~ aubj.~t l& malnl.y beca~e of our l.ntenUon U propot:lY 

wusen-tamt tho a11-ln41a nature of the menom.enon. Gen&;al 

toanulatlons made <ll: aJ\ aU•India lev.l d>out tl\e contompol."a.rv 

movements wltbout beS.ng backed up by regional $\tidies have 

greater elements of lnadectuac:v becaust Of ttud.r &Ol'$leWhat distinct 

and vad.ed cber.acte:r1st1ca. Their inadequacy is snelnly dictated 



bJ the fact that ttHff flit· ft·Ot .ba$ed Oft ·ute J'ig0~0\18 

Sftveetlg:att.an of ttte tmc~ lrtte·lleotuQl cur..,.ts ot the 

coufttl'y as $ whole• Meewe~. tbe lnte11ec\u~ movarumt. 

An Msherasht~ra, pantct4A¥1Y du~Ang th$ ·e.ocnd half of .u. 
nlneteentb 'entu%}', was in no waJ weak&# then and 1nted.or 

. : 

to tie legal ~ i\ w11t a VBf poweztu:t cu~tzent; a %eal 

fo•e to r:e'kOR with. 

1n the a\Wmpt. tbe l08 ·Mabnashtc& hae been loosely * A 

ueed .to auggeet that ;JI.99itn 01 le••m ln<lta whl~b was 
Muethl epeaklag •. .W lt $.$ not taw.-~ to noceMe.rily 

' .. 

ln actu·.Uty, Maba~atlb'l~a $ ~·'· ~onetltute a ti~gle 
odtalnletceUve unt t du.r:ing . the Whole til the nlAeteentb century :V' 
It WM dtvlded t.tween iQIDey Psresldency, H·ycterabad, central 

P1!0'finceo and I era~:. Poona• • tile hUb 0'1 Mabaraehtwa, " f·etl 

unct.- the ledlay PJGDldent.?·• Jn tbe Mel'u~Jtfllbtra of the 

nln.toentn cen.'tu17 theft· w.- app"dmat,e1y to mU.ll·Otl 

liasoatbl epeakln; people.1 

l t S.G "oposod heJe to a tuctv -. basi.c . fea~uaa of 

tt\4) inte11eotual Cfft&ClOQan;ess S.a nloet~th eentau.y 

Mabarubtza., Because of 'the Ur.d.taUenl!f of Uae and apace 

we have CONh!!ltts-at«l ma.Uy on the eocS.o.cultu~al dlmena1ons 

of the moveaeat, 'With a suggGSU~ ebwt thei:r lmpllcatlon 

•• a .·If _uw .n _ ). "'11.1' ~· · -. r J, ot rr w _ r . _p_ i.J r __ n rt ,,.,,a · fi!!IU 

1. Omvedt, Gall,. Cuitul'al Revolt in e Colonial sooletv -
· ~: i!rli t *' 1 A' r· -,. .·n :•lsut••r· c '"' 't!•L.~t!. t n · tr:_s 1 . • h tM.J · &t 

DL !!aa:fllt!mae·lft!IIJli..JA.~ ~Ultlllt ;as& a • M13--l!3~, 
fh1l!Day, lelenU.flc Sod.aliat :E<JucnUon tnst, 1916, p.,l. 



ln the ev•tua1 g1'CW11\ of nattcna1lst con.acioutneaa 1n 1nd1a. 

the emphasis ls not on the bl09r~1cal eke\ch of 1ndiv1c:Nal 

i.nt-.llectueJ.t, but Oft tbei~ ideas wblcb constltutOd 'the central 

coze of the movement.. 1" had been one .of the t.ntentlons to 

push ·the hl.otoriogz-aPtty foswal'd from the· l<NeJ., of bt.ogrepblet 

to 'WJ\icb it bas a:emGlned eonflned• Moreovu, the exi&lng 

b1og¥aft11e& t.n moat of tbe caeea laok the iigour- of hlsto~lcal. 

w~u.ng. Dftd a~ only ot ve~ MS%01na1 help in conetl'Uctln; 

a cctftvlnci.ng p1cw" of tbe fo.rmatlon of intellectual•· aa a 

>&octal tcouP ln Mahar:aahua. 

we do not ·c1etm· to d:OonatJNCt a Plcttu:• of the aoclo

cultural· movement ln lts ell poselble dtmGnslonth ~Because of 

va~lou• Umltatlme. OQt. attemPt to ••~ tbe Phtnom«tnon l'emalns 

confined mainly to the· ov:aluation. of tl«J ideas )of tbe 1Atctl1 ec

~aJ.s. fh• study of Olm ldtiurs la. hOReve::. veJV important 

becauso they. con•tttu1*t the 1deologlcel. backt:-op Of the 

movement. But thls ls not to. euggest th-at tbe 1nte11eetual 

move~~~nt of tbt Ptxtoct wet mer•lv an affd~ of ideas. 

· Tbe QU6t.icn of colcnid ccnted es a conttent baetd%OP 

of the roovemtn t be& been kept, 1n thll fonf~:ont of the 

ana.l.fl't~;t, as the m<Nement emezgea and· ope.rated unda:r the 

\ 

apeclflc oconoml~ and political &1tuat$.on of colonial dominat1on 

Whteb was bound to $~feet It& natus:e ana o•tent. lbis would be 

oxp1alned ln g%ea~~ detail in tbe eubtequ&nt <liecuas1on.. 

111 I _IU.L $. lUll Fl .... IF I; I # _, 1 J $ • Uni444A. bCA 



6 

No doubt, tb9 PI'Oblem le veJ'y d1t~S.cu1 t to aRJ lva• 
becwse of tts vsetb:ese and othel' ~amlftcatlons, lt covers 

a pedad of neady tftJ'et q\laJ>tl4u:·a; of a c:tft'lturV• Noaov•r• 

the penonaU.Ues ·Who fom the subject of the e'udy weze 

ot a ve,y hlgn intellectual callbl'G, end lt lt e dlff1cuJ.t 

laak to lat:eJtpset thd~ endeavOUI'G md sa••• ti\els: 

con·tdbuUon. the .PJOblem ts ful!'ther t.r:mravatecl by "'& fact 

that ftloae te a vll'tual. lack of $f bl$tolic:a1 wol'ka on the 

sUbject. Tl\ct obvlous 'mp1lctltion la 'ht one has to f11'&\ 

.S.c.tentlfy artCl tnterpxet the ~lem befoa rdtlng a set of 

·new lsaun. to tu.J"t:tae: add to our olff1cu1Ue&. a cons~de%a• 

bl• a~ount ef the writings. and apeeches of a gnat n\llllbel' of 

tn,fAtllec;tualG le avaUele 1n ttutlzo own mo\tleJ' tongue -

Muathl.. C.. lnadequate und•:rstsncU.ng of t~t• language and 

tbe ztfJultant ln•illty to adequ~tel,y use· tbeae &OUJ.'C.

mat$J:J:ials ldgbt cut a shadow of 1ncomp1e1'11ness ln Ute 

. analpiG and lnterp"tati.on. 

IX 

the flnt •ourtdln;a of lnteU ec tual :revolt. ln 

J&d\uael!Ua nM heQII neulv ~•• ctec:ade• latn 11\en \ 

ln Bqal. Amcno the eazly lntellactuals Yhlo 1ftltt.ated 

••• 



md led the IDO'Nmtnt ibe most prominent wen • to ra:au 

a fflW ,· Bal Shattl'l Jauobelca• (1812•1846)1• th• famout 

1 

\ 
t•ttuadkar' bt'Othes:s....,.. Dadob-e Panduti.tlg fartctutdka~ 

(1814•1862)2 Gild Btuaeku lcndu•ang fukbadbr (1816•1841)3, 

•rt _ _o_:. lttt_Jt'>-*lii'Ji. s_·!~·. Jl __ , ·•••fill.l_.tf!'_ lifl ·i .. fl.lfil--1.-.\tt t_ 1. 
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Gopal Hul DesbllUkh be\tfltl' knOMl ae • LOk4lh1 t.wactJ.• ( 1123-1992) t 
and Vlahnu Bhl.kejl Gokbale (·182&-1873), PQpulul·v known •• 

Vlshnubewa B#:'ahrnacbad..2 Jarnbbeku waa the· fir&t 1n~elleetual 
of modem Maharashtra mo laid tbe foundsUOAt of 'the mov•ent 

in the early 1830s• 3 Datleba geve lt en 01\'fard .•. ational sh,.pe,4 

and Lokehl twadl b~oa«•n«t Its scope bY pM\tldt.ng wide% 
> 5 dlmint!ma. · 

'· Desbmulcb 'Ubllebed hls .lltel'ttl'f wo~M •••• tho assumed 
llama of *Lokahl~l' (Advocate of Peop~'• S.nte%•ot),and 
hence came to 1>13 pOpUlarly knot~~ •· Lolab1twad1. &bate, 
o.c., .se1c&~. p.164~. 
V .K. Gokhale was e ffdfitly fSo••• He •• known at 
Yi&bn\Dewa SJtft:e.otuai .. t fOJ he ~emained a 11fta-lmg 

· bachelo:r:. .Hi• e•nt .wo•Jt 1n Mcatl\1 l• ~12~ P.bas 
Slkt' (Pr1nct.ple• of Hindu RellgS.on) •. rye• :e. • P. ~. 
ln the cQJ.umc of ·~ H'f'!• • Anglo-Muathl 
WMk1Vt f~Utided by-~-.r&i 7 1itl in Bombay, we find 
the flret expnstlon ot lnttll•~tual atluinGG in Mahua
sh-.~:s. Hla v«ltUlga Wldet' the headlngf of *&dltorlal' 

·and 'Not••' rceflect a ttatli:n; ettMJt on the contempo~:aey 
=~1'&1 CUftomll 81d. P#~ac,lCe8• See Jbl.itJiaU.ilUIIWD•. 

la 1840 be teuncled the .PpQl.tbans e Sabha. ihe 111'8 t t'efOS'Ift 
organt.eatlon . Of ~lneteentb centu%f MQbsaahtl"a• see 
.PdolkeJ", A•k• • &ad.i-• p.lo. 
ln tno .P.rabhakel'• a Muath1 weeklv• fo\lldcd in l8411n 
Bombay •. Lokahl'twadi pW>liahed nta .hundred lettert t th.• 
famous filU!!M.llfl b•tween 1948 an.d 1850.. See Bhate,G.c. • 
Etsi!J • P• .· . • _ . e Shetepatren coneU tutee the magnum 
opus tbe early nineteenth c_.,tw:y .lnteUectual endea-
vouea ift Meharasfl,tza.. 'tt\Me lettezs ves:y minutely deal 
wltn neal'lV eveJY aspect of the aoc1ety and the countJY• · 
oed.a1, economto 8ftd poll tlcal. . Unfonunately, the 
Shetapatren ooUl.d not. btl entlJ:Glf utUJ.aed ln the extrc1se 
because they are eva11&blt in their osoJ.glaal language, 
Ma,atlllt and etw, await. tran111ation• The aeaesam.ent of 
Loke1t.adl'·e lde• in the exe~cise ls mainly based ell 
the t.ranalation of cuw.n v•~Y Umtwa but reJ.event 
po .... lona of the &hatapatren. · 
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One of the chaa:actcl•t.t.o features of the eatly phase y 
was that whUe in Bengal the movemeftt bad begun w1 th a roltolou•/( 

and pbll0$0pl\lcal nota, in Matterashva ~v1ct1J t~lal U$Uel 

camo to occupy a P¥C~Wlent plac•h 1 the, mowment was J.nl tiatect 

no\ fi'Om tht P\llpf..t Of pbilosoph&cal <)bSvectt.on, out fi'Oirt the 

w•r ozeumt of the pe~ept1Gft of oonczetAl tiOttal c ondl tlont• 

The .t.ntel1Getuale of Meharaobtra won not essent1a11v ~elloloua 

thlftbl's, caneemad w1th mttlculOU$l? fJ'tf1 m.tftutel.y uttfoldi.ng 

tb• pb'loaophlc'al subSti.U.tt•• of worlc.t beUef ... yatemo· J.n 

ocneral and Hlndulem tn particular. NH wut Utev Phllosophera 

of 'the ty,. ••1ooklng tow e black e:at ln a 4..-k •oomu • Their 

aPproach to the unde•tandlttg of %nctlan -J)IO!)l•• was • as e. 

caatte~ ot feet, ·much d~·to-eutn 1ft natoJ!e• 

DuJt1no ·the ft._.t, ball ot ttw n1ftfll$ettth ctn~ tb• move

ment ~uaa1nod a tetb1t fosrc-.. It was s vosav •mall affas.• of 

en o:ctl'emelv Um\ tid 1ttftbt: of !ndiddtt&le \\1\os• pastlon fo~ 

flgbtlng social ••curmttca afl4 otbeZ' eV11e could not be 
' ' 

trenafoned into .an opan ctudl•nt• at the level of ~racttc:e. 
" •, ~ " ~ 

To otve an •Julnple, DadtJba founded 1n 1940 a zeform.ozgenlbation 
. . 

eelled tho li'Bibll!l •. i4Jll, \\'hoee. P~lncS.pal objectlve •• . 
ibe demol1t1.oa of all, cute dJ.•#nc.tltms• tM ·tenets of thO 

" :~ I 

Sat>ha alto included PrirtCl.P'-tt lib auppatSng. widow meH'lfJel 

et'ld abttdnlnv from wnnlpping t.dot.e~a. Eaeb· new ••em* t~ 
....,_un ttn ~p R 1F fi' .. U_1f:BIJ _II~". (J £110 

a. 
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the Sabha had to undeJ.VO t.nJ,.tt.at.len cecomony, taking the 

pledge that he wouJA not ob$etve eny caste di.a\1D&t1on, and 

would in aetual p:actl~t &td.ctly sUck to 'I'Ul Sabha• & 

p.rinclplet. H• hed to ea"t a eU.co of bJead ·baked by • Chn• tlah 

.-.d. ddnt milk tasted by tlle Pz.-ldent and oth•n befo~• 

•ifninv biG t\&119 in the Sebba' a reolst•~ Dtm.ng ttae f!ts t few 

yaara, dJlnting et wate~ · at thCJ nmds of· the Uua11m also formed 

e Pert ot tte 1nltlat1on cenmoay.1 The bfll9b.ID!I il!lbi wu, 
howev••• a eeczet soe!etyt the ae•~nge of the Slbba •~"• 

con~uc ttd 1tl the etd~tt~S·\ aecJ"Oty fo'# toe of· feeing th• ..uetb 

Of the orthOooa-.2 .tbe OJ:D6ftleeUODa1 cnaUMgO to the ea'StG• 

~ptem end o\ha tocld. Wlll· thUI nrnaintd ~· b!Qh1V internal 

and. eecJ"at affat.z of I 1:1 11l81D$r&• they could run .et the lewl 

.r ~a.otlce oome ot,u:n&t 4.1gd.Mt the;n. No wtN~••• the OJ:tbodox 

· rema'ifted tgaoS"ant of \tte Sebha'• aotlvlU.es fo~ • long tt.me. 

The taO¥ement, 1\0WfMtZi -'ntall\06 lt.l ~ntwn .end z;•aohecl 

Ita peak during Ute tnond halt Of tM n1neteenth centu~ •. The 

p&d,od of •~•e dee ndee batwaen itle $latlea md ·the elthUea 

oaw the mowrneat. 1n l't$ most vlvo.t:out- f«mtt• the f~atemS.tr of 

the intt11ectual& dudng the ptl'locl conl~areblV expanded wltb 

a geluy of otbor enU;htentd lnd1vldualt joWng the fray. 

The .11109\ fto,table ·~· tbtu domlftatipg the !ntelleetual 
IPJ'"iiM r•. · •- •-•~• _:' ·r- n i$Jj_.,.,r..,.ij d• 1.1 -_ •u 

1~ Nalk, J.v. • •• Scly Anti-caste movemt'nt S.n Wet,em 
lndlat the Psamhensa Sebha••, A Repx'i.nt fl'om Jou?tal 
of tbo(M1at1c s~;l•rJ of Bombay. Vol&. 449·50-. 5.iT974-• 
7s;76 New SeJ"le$ , I 79, p.lifi Pbedket M.A_ t R.G. 
Qb~Jil!,Hew Del.bS, f8T, 1968, pp.6W., · 

. a.. Ntdt., .J.v., Albs!l•. p.JA.s. 
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fl&aQftlen' weret Visbnu· Puawhura Sha&\.d. Pandit (1827•1876)f 

Jyotlba Phule (1827•1890)7 Vlahwanatb Nu~en Mandl1k(l633-l889)
3 

I 
t ·_ mz i _· J •- w • -_ • tWo ttJtf il••- ua·r 



R.amkrtlhna Gopa1 Bheftdcku ( 1831•1925) 1; Nsavan Mmadev 

Ptlrtnanend (1838•1893)2 • Ml.lladev Govind aanade (1842~1901) 3, 
Yltbnusbe•t.zt Cblplun:kc (18~1882)4, Kashlrtetl\ Trlltlbek Tolant 
W.dt-· Ll f - f Al _u . a rf·4 ;tU~ ttf.;zU 

•• 

4. 
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(1850-1893) 1, Ganeah vesudw 3.fP"..Jl1 (185;&..1911) ~·Narayan oane•b 

Cbandevark• (1855-1923)3• Gopel Ganesh Ag«rka (1856•189!)4 , 

aftd. a host of ot_bes-s. lt was mainly dw:ing thla peliOd that the 

lntollectalale emezgect •, a powerful &ocla:;l g•OUP 1.n Mabarashv•· 
.f' _.! ~- tt"l AM ·_ v-.um --~.- f!i •. -, T BJlllU 

a. 

3. crieJ'ldavukar wet a man of Ph11osopbl'Oal bont of ml.nd. He 
was an eminent Judge ot1h• &ombay High court' and a vrea\ 
· loede~ of the P.r~tbena sarnaJ• Stae Chandavarkar• G,L., 
folf'~~!:l!ft~t:l-;!esi~~~:f;.tiiUUD Gh~iJCkalt 
AtatJcu· ••PIPGfKl hle vot.oe ··1n Maratbl PJ!'Oao. · He was an 
iCCftOC1a8t and \lnCOft'lP~OilPlng J>ati.Oftaliat. &a• Ndkt V .N. • 
Qapal Ga!J!lb aa,Ull£, Bombay. (n.ct •. ). p,.29. 
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The ~nt eou14 no· 1ongw be lgno~ by 'tile oribodox 

seottons Who, •oaJ.A.dng tbo fact of ,._ g.SlO\d.no euength, 

lanchM a multl•pronged attac·tc on the tnt•ll.ctuals. ln fact. 

the lnteJ.loctual mov.oma'lt In Mabuashtz't! faced its severest 

opposttt.cm only ttu•tnu the second half of the nineteenth cenwry. 

Thue, \he aecond phaa• of the mo•em.ent cons tl tuted a cus-loua 

blending of ucient. cof·Oim..:if\d bllftd et aU at enllghttntd 

ceocttmh 
. . 

When tn 1869 tate lnw.U.ectuale ot Mdu•r•bua aumgect e . 

Wl.dow-tnar&'leg• ln PoC~Ja, the ozthedox aec:tton• •twgglod vuy 

held to PJ"evant ttl commrrmauon. The mtJDlag•, tuat of l t1 

Jd.mt in the l~etldencr. ••• h:oweve:, aucee$efu11V e:•leb~a\ed.1 . 
Tbe event mart.d the beglnnt.no of aetlve and •tl'ong orthodox . . . 

oppo&1Uon to the mOVtment and ite leader$.* A Joint. debate 

oesn.on of the or-1b0doa end the t.ntell·OCiUdt on the legallt.y 

Of ibe mah'l&J• was hold at POOftt 1n 187f)/l tb• nunedcal 

preponder•c• of the OJ"fJuxtox enab.led them to Pat• a J"esolution 
. ' 

of Prava&ch~ ta en -those who had. p•tlcipated S.n the mead age. 3 

The Poon~a meets.ng .eleo pat&od a $etl0\ll. tt.Ch Of OJtract.aet.t.on 

agat.r\4 i all those \\bo hill •t tended tilt <ilnne:r.4 Th11 was· a mo~:e 
seveN punishment, ae c.\1fti.ng wm vlewed by the onbOOo• to be • 

···I ( tt IT tKTil:a -.. _ t: J- I k"(l.l.t .• .atr-1 •••• 

. '· Bhate, a .• c., aerS:U•. p.U1. 

a. , 1J:d..4. 
4 

. 



g~avo• cnme than ps:Uclpatlng. Moreove•, J•e%'1ng at the 

Jntel.lectuele •• a eegul.u pbenCQencn• and t.he tn•t~•• of 

.tbeiw often being beateR: up wen not tot.allf 8b•ent.1 
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Dhakjt Dadaj1 and aamdlxlt APte, the 1eade1'8 ot the 

orthodox canp, ~ePZ'elented the ll'SOit NJ.JCt!:C.A-r eocUOft of the 

- oztboc:loa oppo.tl tlorh To them any mecsns wat Juett.fled lf l.t 

could cnsh the mov"*'t.2 M.'md11t, too, In ha.. law:~: rean, 
st4.S wlib Ule or'tftod.OJC in OPPOSing tAo rtf~ maasuzet ot the 

inte1lectualth -He &UP~tGCl 8ft1Y' memaga3 ·anc~ opposed td.dow• 

maa.iege.4 · Mandl.lt Ptoveci to bo tb9 mi)$\ ·f--debl• opponent 

Of the J.nte1lecJ.ual$• Leamed ·and scholarly ac he •••• be could 

counte•pose hb ~·• wi'tb equal eOWldllot$. 

Then was JnU:Ch ot 1ntcJ.l1ectu-.1' fer:vour,· prolcnooct aglt.aUon 

end acuto ducuas.lon. dudftg the contJ:Ov~sy ove• th• age of 

conaent 1111. 1• began wt.th the pUbU.oaUon t.n 1884 by &eh~.unJl 

1• ~ tt Gell, SJ!tlii.i• t p.102. 

· 2. ~~:I:r~.;:ct;l!;,~B;-1111, IIU&DI~• (ed.) L.v. 

3. •11 evldenc:e tu of lftY valu• I c:ould: t;lte at 1••t ten 
titMiU.l mote cases of bappy unton1 in eul y lif•, eome •van 
beyMd the fl~eeus of such pera cno v.t~:. . oppos • 1 t. • • lf ln 
human h&nd$ f a few __ . f aUux-ea • .. PPEJ_· u to have occ u:red • the 
eyatem canno_. ,~1 on th_e_· mole, be. e$1.;1 to_ . bave been wtthou t 
any b«tef1clel :uults in actual pz-aet!oe •••• It s.e thtt 
Hindu r'Ule both. of law and p,.ac tt.ee that the. wlf• muet be 
fh• hUibanct• a JtmlCU" in ego. M'l 'b8\Gg~••lon. . of. tbl& 
wh would ..,. looked upcn u a g~eat ll'regu.lar1ty.• Maftelllkt 
V *N"' • .IQ;Si~S•• PP~t1?0-179. 

4.. "Leadlbg an·. a•eotic Ufe tu a widow, tnd not Hmar~ege ,11 
tb_. •. mly balm .. to a oout ao wouncl~_1 ,_ .,, .. ,. J'ecognlaGd by tbe 
highest "l1glous sanction• e11 WCJU .oa by th& aanctlon of 
tbe aoelety ••• Tho Sav! tid Upadh_yan$ ch_. that second 
mamage of· a, wonu·m 1& oppceed to Kindu re11g1oua eonvlc&
lona. The &avl-1 daJ • days 8%'e th• hollnt toaUval of 
female lndla.• baA•• p.l?O. 
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Malebarl of •o tl'acta on ehJ.lcl4arr1aQe and compuleoxv 

\dd .. ood.1 TheJ weJ:G cl~ulated among ul the offlclala and 

also ~ the 1eacU.ng an ln the counur. lt ., .. aftel' muCh 
.. 

tzauma and vtclcl tud.a that the J~JJ• of conaen.t BllJ. aatet.n; the 

P%0POI·ed egaw11mlt f~ \eft to twelve fa the. IOMlflmeUon of 

IDaftiGIJe wet P8$8ed ;lft 1891.2 

Maftdllk OPI*td tbe ,;mopoeel. fo~ such 1-.Ji•laUcn va~:r 
. . 

vehGmenUy. He even reto•Ud to penonal Jet:l'1m1nat1on• and. . . . 

WJ<otet 11 Ma18bst., e MOJI,im, has no ngbt. to \a1k of Hindu waya 
. . ~ . - . 

enci practices. •••. the wl<lows of lndla a,rg ln excellent COI'llPIIftY . . 

af\0 need 'no l••twe t:rcm tbe Pl'eaent flri.t •• • 3 . tbe ~eactt.cra of 

Mand11t to aoc1a1 •efom weet,howeve~:. 41e.llftct1y dlffel'ent fee 

that of the otbo~ o~'tbodo• sections, end. lt would. be WIMD ·to 

brena him aa belon;1ftg t. the Dadajl-APte va.lety of o¥thodoar. · 

MMd1£t. 1n fact, ••.-eeef).Wd a different I.Dtt~Uec tud ~end 

during the pes-lodt d h1e defence of the etatUa.qvo waa ·not 

baaN on blind adho¥e~e• to o':'thod.oxy. He. "ma1ned a frlsnd of 

. tanale ~ucauc.e tc) the 1.:u.-·t.:4 zi he dUbbed the lnt.'!11ectua1• 

aa •• Luthol't .of :reee :~ l.ave~tdet''*,o tbat was not to. ·nuth beca•• 

he ~Wed of .. -••• ldeat a& mucb bee:.-• tte dete'wct tbe 
~ ' ·~ . 

. • dlsjunctlon between ma·t 'they p:eachml mel .. a,, ... ., .pzactlaed. 

the ,_,be-. theo:y /Ad P:atttce. ideas ed acuvt.u.a.6 H•• 
diii8FJ lll!'l•r•···~·-~-,.~-~'.;•"-

J... Parv.ete, .t.v·., ~lfi··•s !is"d-iftael ·~. usrAPbX• Bomay, 
.Ml~ ~ublls;~g ouae. • P• , • · · 

·- ~ ' 

2, ala• 
3, . MMdllk,. V.N • ., a.Rt..t&.$• • PP• 11M"' · 

4. JW• , p.24 ... 

5. 1~&.4··. p~J.71. 

6. ~-~·· 



unlike 'the ot.he,. orthOdox aectlons. WGS· n.o\ agaSnat eoelal 

tefol'a • eucb, bu\ held it ~o bo lnlUated Oft the demand Of 

11 

the people at la1ge. My outa1de ln\e%ftJ:ance like •tate ~Uan 

tn eocial matters was vltwed by b:l.m • :m ench%oattunon"• • 

undu. meddltno 1ft the excluslvelv people' e affa1z.1 ln ~
woldS, ._. •• a ouonv advocate of •at •• called •fW'om f~ 

wlt.hla@. 

Al tbowh M~lilt wa& verv cd.U.cal. of the ret on movement, 

bla OPJ)Oitltt.oa in a way p:omotad catbel' than l'eta~ed the attept 

at social wegeAeJ:aatton. Cbanda98C~ WG11 uftdentood the 

su:ogteselve nature of Men<tUk' • =eaeUon and took 1\ as a eouzc• 

of beip l'athe• then. Ob&tJUeU.on 1ft tba tunb•~•c• of the cau•• 

of social refoD.1 Ht.s ••. a l!'•acUo.n not ot the orthOdox but . 
1. 
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•arl; ~·in quJ.te aneth•#: sense ae .well. the st~asa. en I 
sre1tg1w• reto.lftt,.,\as a PreoondJ.tlon for ¥Jecie1 chango was much 

mo•• llal'ked ln · yte .late.- phase· tban 1ft tb• •arly one. fol' 
. I 

ea.-pl•;• the Q~amsntu.l oabhe wae ha~IV nllgloua ln lt& appealf 

it at'tt111Pted to tackle eoclal P•ablemt not 1n ap1r1 tuel but ln 

material tes•! a.Uglon •• no\ empb~l•-' to be tM medium of 

eoctal \l'artSftcmet1cn .• · Qul't& cmt&-sry t.o tble, ttl• Paranhen•·• 
Sabba •t.ch waa :eotg;nb.Oln 186? tA tl\e.r..ne Of t.be '•dthena 

Sanej. aeaAMJ.at«< l!'ellolout ~"Gfwm Is t'ao {luldlno Pl"lnclpl• of 

$Gc;lal •egane~ot1on. lt lcept in the ftn'ef~on~ · tbe p%1ftciple of 

1he FatherhoOd of God end B~othed\ood of Man u an insepai:abl• 

~·~2 Xft cout-•• of tiM tbe aomben of -the Pardhanta .Sebha 

ln partlculu tnd Otb&J' intellectualS 1n gene~al ~ealf.GOd that 

e.ocJ.al .~etum movement could not have a eound foo~g un1••• lt 
waa baaelt CR •.tf.tl• ~etoa •. 3 

tbl.• u., bowtvel'• net to ougt"t that the 1nt•Uectui.l 

movement -.n Matuu:G$btca dudng ttte· nineteenth century can be 

dicbotGI!lbed Into two G1Wfply demetr:cat&d s:tlaef)$. ln fact,. tb~ 

rnoveen t tomod a alnglt unlflod vi\ ole 1::1\~toughout th~ cen tun-, 
ancs lt tu~d a. ea~1c untty of Pur})Oie, al.thouoh the t.atellectuals 

. ' 

dlffeced in thelrr vl•••. 11 ''can be dlYlded at all~ ~t can 
11!1 .. . .. La ·uM .. •t. _.,,..i_ lf$1 U Ill J.ll __ Pfll' 

Hali• 3.v., ,UsGU•t p.,l37. 

81\endmrku. R.G., '11~~·DI'l!.l• VOl.I • (eel.) N.&. Ut~lk• and <.~a~an~pe, PCCI'Ja• Bhandal'kar 
Odeatal Reae~h 1Mt~ • 19 ·. ,, P•480. 
This la cleu f.J:Otn th• w:rltinga and cpeecbea of tb• 1101t. 
of the J.nte.Uoctual$of the pozlod. \Whet led them to take 
••1S.g1oua .l'efoan ee a n•c••aJY Preeonott1on tor socio- , 
cultu~ral chang• te a different queatlon whleb would be 
taken up J.n the eubtu~quent di•cuss1cn. 
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be malftly en th.e baflllG of 1he taot thet '\be •oundiftCJ• of the 

awaktniftg 1ft the early P.ase wue p&J:I\apt oOUJeWI\at timorous or 

at least no\ eo v.lgorou& 81 in the later one. In other wold•, 

tbe lattJ' Phase was dlff•~•t from •• ••t·ly one mainly 1n 1ta 

tone Of upna•loa • \d.tte» tnt•1J.e¢Uial •v•twn and not ln 
· 11:8 ba81c ·nature end ~pose. Chert;e lrt the tono of exprese1on 

clOd not net:Qtf.UJ.lr imPly e Cbaftl• 1-n tbe, nature of tbougf\.t. 

Th• eentl'al conce• of the lnt.etloctualt¥ .- the Cl"e&tlOft of a 

new lt.fe end aoetety ~ bourgeois linea. .,... .r:eained the &ame 

·fhougl\OUtl. al"'*fb 1fle method .ot the movem.nt undNwent aJ.1gbt 

modltioetli.cinl. · ln fact. Ole .late late11"tu~ movtcnertt was 
~ ~ 

greatly • exHr'ts.lon of the eal'11 1nteUec.tua1 S.d•aa and 

.ndeavour•, althOUGh the. e.waaton dld acqul~e wider dlmenelon•. 
I . - , 

1'h• eocto.<u1tUJ-el. •••ntno in l4marasnua wu fo• all 
~ali t.lC01l AQ:PIItGf a IISMtean~-centun' !lheomenon• U ort.gln•ted ~ 
encl met 11:*· aacs demS.ae durln; the veq P'ft«l· Wl tit thO elftlJJ.'• 

gence or . the n8tl.tnal IBOYffttftt .t.n the· fbUd t~uaneJ of tht 

centuty and 1 tt1 ;»actual g~owth, the aocio.cul \U.al zefo~m 

movtrn•' teftded to p.ogros1~1y tee• S.nt.o the b ac·qround. 
By the end. of the talMteenth centui'Y' t\ btgan •howl.ag elgn& of 

the 1cttening of tttl Wtial vlgoo~ 8ftd vl\allty. eft<l bV ·th• 

beglrmtng of~ tM twenUot.b 1 t •hsply detllned loto a. de act 
torceit nau. eJtd.S the lftteUe•tuaJ.. movement lA Mehal'aGbt;ra 

emidst the he$.11\0ft\ Of J)Ollticu eolttitlon gathmng J!Omentum 

In *• count~y d.U!M tb& .Paned. . ' . - . 

. . ' 

Hlato%lcaUr• although tht grow• of naUonailaro in India 

du:a:lng the ntnetoeBth centus,r wat a 1Qgica1 culdnauon .of the 



intellectual a'\tept. at cultua:al t~ansfomatlon,1 tbe 

emervlag poli.tlcal aovemen-t did no\ or eould not aaslmUatA 

cu1.tur.a1 qu.ttlone as a pat and pareel ct l ts actin ty. 
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Dellp1te ae_, '_act that--man· ___ ' aOQlal refo_ :mm:S •_ uch • Ranede and \-
. T&1aA; ••• e1Go dmlt.•e~ly the teadeZ$ of the lnd1en 

National Ccngnae • cu1 tu»al problfa r~ed outelde the paJ.tt 

Of ·poll UCal -avl tatton.2 Tho pod.Od lG80t ... ked •• beg1M1ng 

of a Phase of •evu• convovany aang the lfttelloctuala of 

Maha:-ashtra at t.o tmOtl\9!' po11t1c&l .0# eoclal rafop ahould be 

glven p,rec;ec:tence. On the tJM blftd R.m~•• ~GI'kal' • Ch.lilhClavuku 

ald many otbus •mpb.asl$.S 1tlat ••lel :-efOJ"l'fl ahou1d p~ecede 

pol.i Ucwl nfol'•• 3 on tb• Otl\0, Teleng and TU.ak hel<t that 

soelal l'ef0%m bed done ltl job Md tm.1.tt now glw way to 
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p. ol.lU.·c_ .. a1.·. Qfm:llk
1 

AltbllUgh the lntel.lt1ct. ual• wes:e awar. e ttua: \ 
both oocS.al and PDllt1eal l'efoXDD to~d o• 1nteg~a1 eyatem, 

they dld not Ol" could not \:V ffn' thel~t 1ntegrat1on ln their 

el'\deavoU#'&. 

The lack of attemp-t et intogl'ating these two a~eres of 

ecUV1ty ·~ultu::al and pollUcal -- •• to an e•tent determined 

br the fact that the cul~al etzuggle dutinO the g~•ater l*'lt 

of tb• nlnetGentb cenw~ was divorced f#Oln po11tlca1 l'eality. 3 

Tbe atr.JQ\Jle of th• ~taBly !n·teUectuGU agelnst iftdigetouts 

U'.ad1U.~ •· not a &!mtllt~oua stzuggle QJoinat colonial 

· dom!rtata.on, a. the latter •• Pt'#t'fUtived to be a di·nne dlapen• 

aauoa *willed by. God to seve lndiaht f¥Om =~al and. matexlel 

deg2u:G,.uon••.4 thdz- Uluelon e,bout tbe "~eo•neraUve role' of 

tl)e S:iti~b ryle Pled out th$· Pt;ttslbl11.ty of the socio-cultural 

e\ruggle .lt.nld.ng 1 trtelf wl tb a peli:Uea1 movesnen t aimed again• t 

colonial' dOU&tncrtl.ou., thl& (UtPla!ns es to 'IA\y most of the 

lltt ,,_- 7 Lt _JPr..r•ill•"tt'izfW1l 1P' "'flU.$$ ...... -.t:JtfJ111 JMFN 

1. 

3. Panlkla'• K.N. t ill'U•, 1981, 

•• J&ll.cl· 
DISS 

306.0954792 
Si644 As 

1111111111111111111111111 
TH1341 



Antellectuo~ otich P Phu1• and ibandckar auongly nacttd ·\ 

cgelnst TUak1 a POll:tical •r:tretd.lcn, which wat vlewod as belno \ 

e hlndJ:Shce to tb9 fu&~ttter•ce of the c.eut• of cu1t.al ~:etor&1• 
1 

The natlMaUats • <It the o1bu hand, eccused the reformm of 

tl\el~ ~~~~ tor: ·tb• &lien gcwemant.2 lt wac und.N such a 

. eltuaUon that the polal'iaatlon beiwe*n cultu•al and po11tl.cal 

spbena was 91'G&tlJ tb-pentd dusrlno tbe last v••• ot th• / 

nineteenth cent.•r• Tb.e cultta:al questlm waa thut not 

lftteo•ated 1ft tb• .-J:G!nt politt.c&l mowm.,.t. anc1 It_. left 

to o••• l.ndlv1.4uatt 4tl1 ..-oam.eauma to ~.t.t •• 3 The 

nattoneliat 1•adett ln gencal and Tilek in putS.culc leld 

aeulr exc1uslw .-u1• on po11Ucal qW)att.on. to a vl.rtual ··. ' . . . 

neglect of the •ocle1 ·ana cuJ. tm:el ones !if 

Whatever tho S"eatcnt ftR • the lack of lnt.e;~etlon~ tile 

· pat.nt' ~temalns thlllt thG gMatttSt t~a;edy Of tb$' nlnetGentb 
• t· '• 

century ft.rr tho development of mcde.:n lndle ln gene:al and the 

natlona.t metvcrnet .. 1n pa~ticulu was tta• nealect of culttarel 

queetltri .ln the-P~,..._ of I»>lttleal citation tn th• end of 

the ntJletecmtb oontury. the ••Psratlon b•twMn thMe two 

t.Phe~N .of ac·ttvl/ty wat not a sb•t-Uved J)bencmen.e• l t \ 

;es•te ~ thJ'OUfhout Ute ccun• of·tfb• POU'tlc . .l e. tJ:ugg1e. The \ 
. . . 

%ndla,"'n natiOnal •ov~ .could nevet devU:e effectlve methoda 

·to 1nte;»ate cu1tunlleaut~ within ltl P#OQtatmr.e,4 al.tbough 

· :1 w lmportauut was .. eail&ed by aome of the national l.ecders 

Uke Gandbl in ·ttw twer• \l.ttil cctt tuq • 
. oo· __ ·fr•,.. .. s·· .ac·· • tax··~· 

l. Phb4ile,. li..-A•t 82!\Gft!•• P•38l PaJ:Vatlt• T.v,. llt&l.i•• 
P•43J flhanclukii• .a., M•llj.t ·PP.44~8. 

2. Bhe~•t G•C•t o_p,cit., P•-21.1 

s.. Pantkkd·, K..M.,. ae.aii•, 1981, p.I.O .. 
4. lW· 

l 

\ 
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the nsu1t of tbll aepuatton W4$ the pzemetuze death of 

tb.e. ettomvt at cu1tu~ai tranofozmatlcn. • the cultul'al move• 

ment felled to mat.n.teln ltt Ylgout amld.fft th• moze potent force 

of the Urn•- the naUona1 JDOYunent,. lt came to • &Widen end 

1ft the last. dayo of tbe ntn•te•ttt cenv.tq. One of \he aaddeat 

outcome• ot tbiG watl that cultu~:al clevetoJ~nent could no'\ attain 

beet of ita thape. ·fbe fact that •• development of lndl.• \. 
' 

1\atLonal moveent eft\i. lnft.a as a nation was t•atly lnhlbl ted 
I 

by the dflllgGdneso end fnquant ezuptt.on.& of subnaUOftel o~ 

dlvl.aS.w coru~clousneea.es 1lu casteiam, COJmn\1\alUm, etc. epeekl 

vOlumes of the Pt:actlcal lmpllcetlan of the gap CIOated between 

cul tul:'el consclouanes.a QftCI pollttc.al conocloutne••. The n&~.onal 

movement ~oulcl have been muob moJe poteftt end vtoo~cu• a foJ:ce 

bed the e.oclo-col w•al que tlon• been lntegrat.ed w1 thln ita / 

P:tOOI'emrtlO•l , 

1'be 1atellectue1 tdovement ln Maha:a&htza ol'iglnated.,. and 

9~eaUv ope•ated in the ur:bm r«eas. Somt>ay 81\d Poona being the I 
maln cenue• of .!ntoUectu.U act.lvltr. De former was the \ 

bi.l'tb.Place of the flae' lfttelloc tual ao~nga • to be f.o11owld 

bf •• 1attu.2 Tbe matn aeano used fo~ t.be pJ:opagatlon of 

s-.efoJ:m idees we-. tM p.-esa. lectu~ee end iabhat, A&•oclatl.ona I 
constt.tuted the most OJ.98\laed Mano fe furthering tho cause 

w -••n r · n -s • _ t' K · ·• .. _ •. a. r; 'I 

One. ·CSD ewtt trace the :easont Itt~! the post-Independence . 
Indian cul tur.al backwanmes• to the PJtet'Dbtul'e death of the 
C\tltual mov~tG 1ft the nlnetemth: centuv• 'lbts la, 
howevo~, outside t.h• punift of the p.reaent etudy. 

BODI>ay waa the eetn cmtn of Jehoker, Dactoba and I 
BrahmachsJ.'a .. lnteUoctuals acU.t.U.••.···.l!· Poon. a becama . 
fsaous. matnly ~c.-e of the. ecUVS.tl•• of Lo·kahl'hli¥!1.. 
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thet.r propaganda netwo•k• Joumalltm to:t 'them eonatl tut«l an 

lMUulneat ~~ a octal education Wlllcb ttu:i!Y valued most. 1 t was 

only tb~h soolel edue•U• that a favou:rable pUblic oplnlcm 

agalnst the •xutt.ng aoclall11• cou14 be cnat.edt1 .nd it wat \ 

only tho tl"eatlon ol favOtUabl• PUbUc optrd.cn tl\.at could 

p~:ovl<le a lattt.no toluUan to tM ooc.tal p~lcms.2 Tb• o~owth 
of e. mplad of JO\llbaU .- p~dodloall dulng the pozlocl wet . . 

the outcome; of thls ftM~al tbt.nklnt• MO't of the lntellect»al• 
. ' 

b¥ougbt out •o• pape•a• ad aU weft essoclated wltb r.JOIDI 

""'·· 
the 1nte11ectoa.\ ~ent 1ft Mdu.wa&bUa deepl.te .belng 

a local stlenomenent .-, ftow.GVe~, not dtion.al in· 1ts 
-

ln•P!.I'atlon end atPlraUf'.lu~. · Although tht1z actlvltt.•• 

~etnd.ned gl'eaUy confined a MebU'.a8'htl'a, 'h• s.nte11eetuals 

e"tel\ded :tbeic vl$ltm to o.omp~el\entt :ttl$ saoblnl of dlffQent 

taglonc ..S the oouav, at a ttaolt'h ln f•t, t!\e. laPOrtel\ce 

of the nJ.netem'tb OOA·tMifr lrtte11ectua.1 mo.-nt in· oen•:rel 8\d 

tba' Of Mshar.abtra ·1ft pa:r\licula gnatly lay in th• fnct ·that 
lt •• foz the fUtt. tlmt tbet lndla _, G 11bole .. _. viewed a1 

\ • OWIIO\' ate w aaUan1:11 tn t.l ty • Tile modlnal mv-Uc• 1Ud no 

conc&Ptl.on Of .a national •setence and, the•et••• .did .not 
. . . 

eoncem themsel.va wltb QUe$tlont abO\it national •a1• Mor• 
' 

1. ihm<iatka, thG., &tS&S•·• vo•.t .• p.43S. 

2. .WXt a at~:ong bodf of ~efo-- pub& oplflion ll attur.o, 
ou~ half batU·e 1& won, fu men of tlJrtY mar:y1ng a glrl 
of twelve w111 theft.,.. turlblp etz-dd Of \bel~ deea.• 
WS•• Vo1.1Xt 1~8• p.$2?. 8fuandt«~cP,t.h••etore.o~eat1y 
emphaal.eod tbt Meci for \he cnets.on: ot the public oplnloa. 
He ~- that " • mutt, bf mema ·of lectut•• ,,pamphleta 
encl leaflets educa• •• oPJ.n1• of ou. peoplo d\<1. bl'1no tb•• to pe:rcelva-'·the .lnJut 'tt!-=a._ and ~!asonablene1e of 
the refoftll we advocatsV I£:~..d .. ,v 91 ,.1 , P\4 38 



trnputantly, one of :the ccnsctoue attetnPtl of tttt intel1•ctull• 

bad beM to flgbt aoain•t. th• not.loa of paov1nc1.a11tv and 

~:eg!on.al dle tlecUon•~ aot. to speak Of tbel¥. advoc«tlng the 

c..oncept. of natloha1 edattne•• Th•i:r QPPGal waa not ontv 
confined to the pef4'1.e of M$bat'a&htra bu't. abo •D>z:aced ttaoa• 

ot th• counuv as a •o.t•• and tl\e.1t P•OO•flllliDI tor ueneJ:al 

advcmcfllGht waa lc.S-' ~- all-lndla dt.mt•loot. The •Jif.lbast.e j 

on "'' Cl.l«Jn••" ot lnclla at a nats.oa wa IHJJ'b_,. tho mo• t. 
tlgnlflcant eont$ution of -the nln•teentb ctfttuzy lndlen 

lft'W11ec tual 11\0Uiht• th• notion ot ftatlm.al unl ty end the 
' 

ed•tenco ot lnclla • .a eorpot'at4t entity waa ••J:V iaportant 

fcrt the latft t~taUls-atScn ot national conacs..oueAea• s.n the 

count%y dul'itlg ~ s«DafJ<:N.-at Ptl"loch J:n l act, 1h• idea ot 

national •al .s·tbo edatence of India at e eupora~& enUt; 

In the· nlftetnftib e.ent_,. lndten t.nte.Utcwal thought marked 

the' •tazUrtg•PGlnt of the p-ouifh of 11\dlt#t natlonalha* 

NOR-cOnfozmila wu tbe und•S'lyint themt of •• movement. 

lt Wfl8t howwe:r:• not conf1ed •••1y to Stl non-confosrmia,. 

bebavlOU". lta non-contCftlbrn •• tna•puab1y mln.gled wi'll the 

.rto'tlon of aoclal J"ef•mJam. ln othe" 'WO#dS; the nlne~enth 
. . .· ' 

century Maharaabtllan .. ·. Pioneers ••e n.· .. ot m&n1y •.· oc.lel ulU.P. \\ 
but mon ifrrPol'tontly, they WU'e •ma:-l. s:etozme~:e, they wuo \ 

~ntol1eotue.l•• .to 01Mlfy, th.U &n'ae~t 4Sbout the PJObldll 

of the society Wll not ._ely ••emt.ct they ••• actt.V.ly 

involved ·to• the att,al.ftment of theh eoclal mus1cn. Muever • 
' 

-t;d;:-fi'ij- .• -!U1Uf_ ·"· ~- I_ 1 •• J J t;iAjJ _ j U 

\ 
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t)aoic C%itle1sll of the e:d.•t.lng aoeS.•tJ and culture wat not 

dtrecUOftlea•; thoy tu# a. \fltl.on, ·a tnod$1. foa tho futu%e aoct.o

economlc development of lNllt• and aU t.htb ldeaa am acttvl• 
. . . 

uea we~• goaed to t.ne at-tainment of tbat goQ.. 

A toc1a1 c~1Uc can P.ovtcS• a czlUque of ttt• eoclety end 

be aaUafle<i wlth it. Sut far • tnwUtotual a cnUq• 1• not 

eougbt 1 t on.ly bGlP* him undeJStarld thtt P-'.,bl• and locate th• 

utuoe. . At:t~ locating -the ltteUM fhe i)l'oeoecie w1 tb hla 

prog.aanrne foe flndlng aolutlons to the acclal P'C'oblems, •ucces• 

or fei.lu••· lote1J.ectua18 are t.bUG not silent •pectaton of /1 

social ;eeaa#lo• they •• ttt• c:eato:ra md custodiaM of ••. \ 

Uadlt.icn <!:f cnats.ve afll crt•cal tbt..!\kln; eout tbe p~l-.. 

!>f eoclotr• tbef l't~PHSent tb·t tff'Oit ot •• •o #elate th .... 

eel•• to symbol• of madng outtld.e tbei• iamedlew telf• 

ltl\e~eat -and exP81'1onc.e, and t~v to ete-u the tociety on the 

pa• of cheDge and P•ovress. they hen e pe~&peetJ.v.t ·a vlet.on 

of tbe society they wBftt to chang••· and Utey •• eonaclous of 
. .- . 

tbeia special milat.on. Jnte11ect»a11d•as ••·· ea a matter of 

tact, eft expaostS.on • «rU<:ulaUon of SOCial pz-ot.>lema and· 

pe~opectlves, and lt ls .matnlr s.n the apbeJe of thek conc•n 

fo.~ eocletr and cu1tue that tl\tf an dhtSnguieh•d• .ln ot.hez 

wol'4•• · i\ s.• ooclal llltaning and mouw that g1veu 8ft ldea the 

etatua of lnu.l1ectusUty. 

11\o.Mahuaebt.t.tan. J.nwUectuala' ~once:on ••n:Ued tn the 

toclo-cult.•al tcan&fol"tnatlon ot thO counv:y. They dld not •1t 

141o;.. watUng fo~ the 'Change to ~cu sn ita no=al eoctal 

proceae but eunestly erbd fo'r lt. Tb•iZ· belS.e,f in sOct.•l 
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change wes. ti'MGf'o.rn'I!Jd tnt.o ill ldeology, en objective 'tlllcb 

WS$ tou;b:t to: itt reaU.•aUcwt. 1be1~ notlOft of change ••• 

howeves, not ILVagtJO· et#tceptt &twas 1na•Pa:tably mingled wlth 

t~t• nouon of P£09•eas. ln fact. alMt.eeet centurv was a 

pe~lod 11ihen fat·tl ln ~oozes• wat a t"obu•t plant in Meba~ashtca. 

the 1ntel1ectua1• of Maha~aahva we.l'o gn-tJ.y "lattld t.o 

the PJ"oblems of the rces•t.1 Tbe pzeoent was not only tbt 

bett.legJtound of the l'Qt)YCiltftt bot. mol!'e lq>o~hftt1y, 1~ was the 

·majo.: &eeuo at $t&ke.2 1t waa t.hG P%OSent that toned the 

toca1 po1nt of S.nte11e~tua.1.G• atmuon, end tt&• \\'hole his to~ 

of. tbt ~t·ls G$101t-GUy a bbto:r:r Of the11' PQ%COPtlon 

end · saPttdlatt.Oil of the PJ"fi8tm't• 1 t l& J.n thls sen•• 'tha:t it 

ccn be argued that \be .LntoUectu41 moven'ltftt 1n Maluu:asht~:a had 

a b~eak vd. tb . ttse Pnseftt,. 3 and net ¥4 tb the Pal t •. 

TJ\oo•ettcdly cptaklng• non..c.onfo~ml$1:11 and aoclal 

roto~ G&&Oftt$.a1J.y den.otta ·a break with the pre.aen t, and 

not with the Pa&t• lnwUectua.IAa o• ntormara 1'1vet the&• 
••.• --~· . t ••• "i _,_. :· ., .,.;J '--- -·. ti •.•. _.,. F? 

1. 1'-.N. Panllkal' f~CltJ.·ates tnet •• all meaningful 
intellectual activity le related to the prOblem~ of 
the Pl'etent\' &t& i anildlac •. K,N. •UaSU•, 1981· p.J.& 

a. Cbcndavakar YeJ'f GxPlki tly POln ted. otltt '' Netdl.eea 
to taVt tho PH$ent lG the oenval iatu•t it 11 the .. 
PtOient 'ti'lllJ'h we baw to an••• for and to wo.rk ln.•• 
So·e Cbandavutar, N.G., H•SA:&t, P•Si• 

3. Tble does not, tlcweveJ, mean the latellecwal•' 
l'Gpudletl<n of the $Cte&ont 1n phJ$ica\ te.rme .,.... ln 
terms of theb mode of llvlng, an imposelblUty •. 
A pa~&on tan J.nteu.ectually transcri the ealStlng •oclal 
boundarles .• but not •• mode of 11fe. 
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attentlon on the •conc:rete• p~._&ent mleh c.oneUtutas tl\0 

arene ol th&S.r enquuy, tnvest.lgatton md ~-efO%•• They 1\ne a 
. . ' ~ 

e:rltkal. oye on tne t~dPtlnt.f sO«:lal str.uctute 8\4 aim at itt 

emeli•atton. the etegt of social- evolutlm al:nady gone by 

4oot not eom:etn tl\em m~, al·thougb tney lt&Y z-efer to ttie pest 

1n olde to aubttanUate tbeu advocacr ft# Cbaftle ln tbe 

P!"O&tat oJ'der. Obviously enough, SbfiiSLt&.l!l&ct.L.~!· S!DSta,la 

,,flldl, ,QOmtu.D., bi!u St..&e. Mmmbi IRQ.Il ~4 .... I!IMAlt, a. A2J; 

. an ll! .. e.,t .. 
. Kl&tortce11Yt ·the mowment in JAabsasbua zep~•ented a 

b•eak vd.tb the t~-adl tt.an at1d a ma:teb towQde modemS.zat\Oth 

the lntAtUec wah dtflouac«t the 1nd.lfenou& _trael t1011s end 

ad.vocated the mOdemt.saUon ol lndlen aoctet.r and cult.ure. · 

Th&l# dGJlunctati• of t,ne 1\nne~1ted tredltt.an~• ··was. bOW'ever, 

not bEJCtiuae ther wez~ detlved f~:oco the past but because, and 

thls waa more eJ:uclel, ibf:ty were the co.rt:OJ1ve J:eell tt.•• of the 

preeen\1 end l t. was the&!' pr&Genl foti1'l$ Mel lrapU.eeUOI'W ·that. 

thev attacked. ··lf they \heed the o!'ii;tint Cil tlleee ta:adl. tlont 

.. to tb•. PO& ~ed1c per1od, l\ wao not becauae they weN fundetrJen• 

ttlly concern~ w1 Ul tJ$ vacu. tlCI'JS 8$ aueh in tf\eu p.-t f«*I'DI 

or eh~, but btceuM to ••,o.•. thGit pnsent retl"~roa•lve 
netuze and· fo~ they a~tempted to es~llsh thel~ faltltr since 

tbel: veJY :lntepttoa. Had they not bem the reti'O;r.Sslvt 

· c-eau.·u..,. of the J)S'eeent -wo:tklng as Wl lmPodlmcrt to p!'ogrete, 

tn.ey woul-d not have to uace theu orJ.ginl. 

to ccn-clude~ the cenvel cmcem ofthe t.fttellectual 
. 

eftdeavoon In Mdusz:asbtl'a wat the Jret0Jmlat1on of the ••t.stlng 

eociety and cult~.tt4lt. .. tbo p:econct1t1on to!! th~ deslm chang• 

w.- the denu.n.clatlen of the p:-esen·t fHllC!~ul tural eet-up, at 
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wlthout the tleat ·of ·dittent. p~ot.e•t. and non.confol'mlty, the 

vuy fact of change wouid be nUllS.fted. M tht inttUectueu 

d·onounJ;td the edeUng social oJde~. lt em be safely ealct 

t:lat i;be mYefnel\t •ePJesented e l>z-eak with thO p:.-ent. tl\61 

bzeak was, heweve.-, not • tOtal bPakt In fact. lt was vuy 

llfnltod &n ite nat.ur.-• Md h!gh1y 4lecd.unewr !n itt cbolce. 
' ' Tbt lnte11Mtua1a denounc-ed only those Glem.,..; of the pt:eeent 

-.ifJb thor penelved to be backwMd end detnmen·tal to the 

Prt"og~o•• of · the sootety md the t nstJ.tJn:1 • In other woztt• • th11 

l'l~eak weo rAth mat they pe~cetv.sd to be the negative features 

of the t Jel&\ll!fl toc·let,r, sad not r41tb filet they' Pf•celvect ·tO be 

lto pn!Uve •peon. 
The moveen'• ln tact, had a deftnl• lntGllectuaJ. llftiC 

. . ' : . 

·wi 1\ ·.the p~&t. 11\e Vedf.e. period feme<~ a Jef•rcmce-point of. 

Ule J.nteUGCtuaU• adwc.-.v fot: change in the present eoclal 

oJ!der., . the Vedic tl"adl UOA of society ami culture wae thought 
. s . . . . 

to be eft edvaneed etage of India•• cultural development. Th• 

pee&.t of the: Vtdlo Wil\*S ana psracttces WElttt bowevel', dictated 

by the fact of the lfttel..tect.ualt'* b:reak w£,th the.· PJ:G&Oftt. and. 

not by MV ~ev1valh t cons !dG:tatlon. ·tni1J wwld l>e ••Pldned 

t.n gz:eatu 4Katl in tb~ tUbaequen -t d-lscusel on • 

. Tbe ~J:•at w1 ill tht pre$ en\ was pr1m~1 y motivated by 

the ul!;e~ lu a b&tto~ fu~e. lt wa~ the fal·th in fti.tu:wlty 

that.prori.d.ed suttenQnce to thels- tdeas i\ACl ,ee.Uvltte&. 

Futun.ty cmn.ates the l<tea fif. chang• t.n ~' tenporal et~ctura 

of human •="z:t.ance tn whlch -e futu.re becomes e p;rSmav 
onerttaUon ftJ~ botb imaglftatiM end QS;:t:lv1tV•l 
nn r m , '•· a ..,. . •- - r • ,,.. '• 

.1. 
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Tbe lltaatu•• on the intellectual awekeDlng in nineteenth 

centurv lndla J.s cone14eeab1V luge. M mantloMd eglle:r. Ute 

main CQAcem so fu h,al "• on the development~ s.a Bengal,to 

a tlnua1 1Utgloct of movement~ in other pa~w of tbe ccuntq. 

The lm,Po~:tence of tile Bengal moveent .t.s ao much h1ghl1gbted 

that the nineteenth ~tfttul'f %radian Phenomenon ha• come to be 

almost ldenUfled w1 tb 't'ba foJ:me1'. Al tbougb the lnt•:rpretation 

1$ qtmorally basGd • the Bengal event. th• fonulatlone are 

often, ext•ndtd to the 'd\Ole of 'tbe comt¥y. lt lat thoxefoze, 

~•levant fo• ou:t .study to C#ltlcally oxeSn• one of tho highly 

cU.acuesecs subjeCts of the nlnete~nt.h cMtury Indian intellectual 

l\lstory, naael.f; the QUe#U,~ ot •• anfn~g•~• of the awakening. 

The major Problem confronU.ng hletor1ans engaged ln the 

Gt\ldV of inteUectual hitto.ry of modem India hae bectl to •••k 

an eXJ>lal\atlon fp the otoergenco of eociQiiii!Cul tu%a1 cc:mscloua

nes& ln tl\e nineteenth ~enturv. Despite the fact tbct mott of 

the echola~& beve td.ed \0 pzovide -' answer, thJ.e. queatt.Cft 

stt.11 rtmalM an <m1gma. w. p~oae belft to cJ:ltlcally •••lld.ne 

the vt.ewpolnte of the MstoJ:S.&ns on. tJ\1$ questlOAt es a point 

of dep.utllre. The c.rl tlque lt based on en understanding of the 

lndlan lntellectoal awakening in general and the Mahorashtdan· 

one ln pald:leulu. lb!e b, boweve~, no c:~ehen&J.ve biblt.o-

91'81lhlca1 tunevt the f~ua ls Primarily m th• selected 

rep!"esentatlve woJl'kS, 



lb• 1\letos:lo;J"apl\y on th• ee19ence ot the ln.cU. aa 

lntell•tual awaken!~, de;pl t.e 1 ts nurned.cal ptepondemce • 

l& marked by an obvloue le.ck of dlvenlty of pe·:tepecUves. 

TheJ:G are, ln tbe matn. tl\~ee distinct GPPJ'Oachos WblOh. 

~~p~nd•J:ate the lltcatUQ on tl\e subj•ta &CRl2DII1• 

L&ball& .s IU'&US•1 X.n •• tollowtng portion we w111 t•v 
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to eaamkte ln ctetaU the vlowpolfttl of t.n••• ht.etoriographS.ea1 

pe .. pecttves en tho eub~ect \ln4er •-.,a~eto heada • 

••• zt~&'WWZ, A . U.t _ · U f. ··1M 



John Clasok MeJ:abman end othe~•1 %GPZ't8ented the beglMS.ng .of 

a h1titOriOGJ:apl\kal tl'adltt.cn an the ntne•ntb centuay lndlan 

J.ntel.1ectua1 awatenlng. they however,. dld not oeal with the 

question of the emergent• Of lnte11ecwa1 oonaelouGnesa ln 

India as a d1Gt1nct. movement, but emphas.i-ued that tbe develop. 

tnent of mod•m lndla &n the J'eel• ~ lratollectual ldeas 1n 

fehGJ"a1 waa the reeult of the B~:lUeb nle ln geera1 and 1 ts 

_.ucaUmel policy 1n pant.cule~. 2 
1'1'$ J*•.S~l tlah 11\dlaft 

ooclety and culture was cha~actelsed .ao. decadent and backward. 3 

Qe eighteenth c~t\iJY was pointed 01 e *tlGJ:k Age", a period of 

.po11Ucal anarchy, lntelleotual stagnation aft4 social deg.nua

Uor~:.4 the Ehrltlsh rule* 11a reJn:"•&entatlv• ot fbodem, c1 vl.lleed 
" + • 

and modemlaad nats..Q\•• , ttter emPhat:t.sect,, lntenenad to pelfo~m 

itt ., c.1n111lng £ole•• • 1\ ":&gto~:ed 16fi' and, oJ:dez,. maintained 

tranquility -~· eeaured eec~dtY. of P%Opezty and of Pt~•on• 
. . . 
lnc:.ued tr:ade and agncultur~, ~. •• • end in\r.odueed model'n 

edutetA.on unde ttt! •w>aM&lon tlld patonaoo~n~ It was; in 

ahOJ't:t th• ·impact ·of tbe West t.h~~h th• agency of the Br1Ush 

. l't:lle tba,t ·led to the ·ifttel1GOtw.l develotxnentt 1n tn• nineteenth 

. ~en.'t-r-. tbe awaken1.flfl 1n othe~ words, wu ~othlng but • 
l: ,: 

. ~ ' . ~ . 
westem•SmPact-aDtl•lncllG'l•:eaponse .Phenomenon. 

_,,... L ·n , . i . M _ iM 
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Tho t.atezost of c:olcnlel blstorlanG in Indian clv111ta'\1on 

was, however, not acadomlc: but was prompted by the poll Ucal 

ccnulderaticn of tnowtng tl\e eociety emt culture of a count~ 

the Snt.ieh were ruling.1 the idea of P%ovl.dino juatif1cat1on 

fO% the lG..PotS.Uon and pepectuail.on of Britleh JUle in lndle 

may alae have turon a ,JnOt.lvatlng tact-or. 1~ tbeil' analyste of 
cltVC...:eA:/. 

lndl an hietosy.- AS the ~Olonlal hi.etodane .. oceeded fl'oJD 

that standpoint, 1\ was but ruitura1 that they would aupp~es• 

oso dletort the facts ol lndlsn hletozy. they· shared • comncm 

J.,ack of :eespect. fo• the modleval lelamic bHltao• of Xncu.a, 

and they ahowea· their dS.etate fO'r IndlGI'I cultural tradition. 

Tb'et~ intazPntaticn of the eighteenth Ce\tul'f aa •· perlocl of 

decadencf of lndlan e.ul tu~t. "'us,. retlectl, as a anattu of 

feet, an S4eologlca1 bias aoelnet that period, ano l.a based on 

a .dl&toJ:a.Uon.oJ" M .lnldequaw un-cie~standtng of 'the tecta of 

lndla' s culta•a11lfo.2 1bit conttnU.Qit would be J.l.lu•t~atGd 
ami subs: t.antlated ln the eubsequen t d18tuss1on. Ct:1 tlc ally 

v1•wed• the colonial taJ.ato.rlogra~y en t:be a'flakenlng can be\\•1' 

bo ,formed a mytJ\,.og;raptty. Thie ltt howeves, not to totally 

d1emltt it as en lmagin~y conttJ.Uetion• not: to deny lte 

$ign1f1can~J.n laying down the foundetS.cns of the hlat.oriog~a

phlcal trad1tl.on on the subject. \11\et l& eJDPbaslaect bel'• l• 

that it is mainlY .e subjectt.v• inte:-pr.etatlont biased t.n lta 
. , . . " , • I 

tnspuetlon. lnveattgetlon tnd Objectl\K.l• 
L • - • 

• r rr 1t _ -•r • _ k · ,. _-- .,._,_, n·• i _ . .: __ ,_ 



The era of claasle liberal hlstod.ograpby on tho subject 

began wl:th t.he \U'ltt.noa of western l1beJ"al hlatortana engaged 

f.n the atudy of the n1noteenth CM\UI'J lndian intellectual 

awakening. Ct\artles H. Helmsetb, P•rclva1 Spear. Davlcl Kopf 

end otheza won l w ''ue tep~••entatlves. the 11beJ<al hltto

d.ogl!'aphf. reached, Ate· peak with' tne. c·om~ng ot the wo~k$ of 
. . 

.tndlan l~be~al hietod.ao !SUCh .&$· K. MUktierj!, ·f·'-• Shastri 

.Jo$h1. N.R •. Pbata~~ P.J •• J~ltdaJ:, R.c .• Majtlldu, ·· Amltabha 

Mukheij~e, Jot.A. Pbl#JkO., Atablnda Pocld ... Sltmarayan Roy, J.v. 
Nal'lt, and a h~s t of othes-e. 

the bf;lslc characteriet1c of llberaJ. v!ew of .hiatory 11 

ita em;>haslt .on the prt.q role of ldeet> 1n blatory, and 

tbe;reto~e., by itnplieat1on al 1he· mate~& of ldtn'l.s., ·8 bolt..,t 

that btstorv 1G ~aped by ldeas ~ather then uot.lal :olet1one 

. end the lntapley of «;onorak s.ntel'ests:.1 . Bea1c.te•• lt hat eft 

elltt.at blae &nd holdt th• aseumptSon tbat th• so-caltoo 
. . 

cultuJ:al ana poJ.ltlcal elite ta \ht element ln any eoclety that 

detemino•. the coun• Of events and. that t~ h1etor1an,• main 

task S.t to dlscuee ttak thought&, .attt. tudes • dec1$tons and 
' 2 

ec\S.oaa. 

Now coming to the &ubjGCt the view ~-\ tba · awatent.ng 

OCC'-l~•ed p:J;.mully as a :teault Qf tle weet0%A impact l• held. 

bf all the llbeJ:Ql. h1•tod.Eft4 • beth west.ed ·and lfldlert. The 

Clltfe%~c•• howevo:, llee tn te.- ot thelt ac;c:OI'dlno pri.muy 
. .. 

to a certain a.pee:S..fic factor o: a set of f.ac.t.oze. tbelr vtew-
polnts ean uoat~ly bo c·atego:r1at!d 1nto two& iDSJ&lJb," £duc;;a,Y.on 

1. 

2. lbtd. I 



end !b&,.imPISUt, lbt lil-t+ Tbl& I.Gt hOW.Vel'.t not to augg•t. 

that the&e cateooJ:ies &J"8 mutuallY ••clutlve. What le indlcated 

h~u:e 1.1 titnply that. e'.ome give· prtmar:y to the influence of 

exc1u$1Vely west.,m ideas, Ylllle others take lnto ~count the 

rolo of otheJ: facto:s as well IJUCb as WetttJI'n 1nat1tut1ons, 

culture, eeonomlc enengo, etc. etc, Nea~ly all of thom. some 
. . 

expllcl tly, otn•~• trnp11c1Uy, tend to emphasise tb•t the 

eighteen1:ta century was a pert.Qd of eultu•aJ. decadence and social 

stagna.tlorh 

A· IGeA&•b.&s!YJUi&lt.•. &~orne h1etoJ:i;M& have viewed tbe 

nl:neteonth centuzv Indian 1nto11ectuo1 tU.ovanent aa a hothouse 

o•cwttt, a pJ:Oduct of the dusa:t4neUon of w•tcn J.deas, malftly 

through Ute agency of flftg'll:eh lducet1on .• 1 Now when English 

education ls postulated. ae a causal fact= :ln toe emexgence of 

tho 1ate11ectua1 coruac1ousness, lt 1& Hlatec.t to eit.td.2 
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T.ne, the baatc thzuat of the socio-cultural eonseiou•n••• 

ln lndla c-. f%om tht educated aectton& of tl\e eoclety, and 

most of the 1n,eUeetuell of t.be pe%1od wel'e Bngltsh-oducated. 

1 t 1.& also izue that the model of ecc:S..,...onomlc development 

which tne lntellectualG tu:d t.n ftlS.nd wa:1 the S~ltieh (bou~ge01e) 

ono. Ttte tntellectual odg&at of social contclou.tneee among 

the oducatGd Indiana, thet:efot:e, can in pa~t be ce~talnly 

\l'aeed to E.urope. Bu\ thle explains little, end la cel'tainly 

not a ceuaal expletu~tlcn. :tt fa11a to ••w•l' the bas1o question 

as to ey the awatentng oecuned men lt did. ln other wold•, 

'14\at waa ita h1ator1cel nece$Olty?1 

If Bng1lsb edUCation w• the causal fectot, vmv old aU 

those ectucat«t in EnglJ.&b not t~.atffonl tbemtelves into in,elle• 

c~uals? Afte1' ell, thO n\lJd:>C~ of tnost oducated ln Engll.eh wat 

not confined to these handful of im:t1vldue1s. ln tact. the 

ru.tmbe~ of those tlllo •eco1ved thol.# learning !n Englleh and lt.\fed 

their lt.f• merely at ·tne membere of the social group celled the 

t.nteUloentale wo .greates- than these Engllsb•eclucat.S .mo tu.ned 

Into 1nte1lectuala. ,;en o'ttto% wo.rcss., th4 tranetomaUon· was Of 

lnd1v1dualG _..4 n-ot of the Enolisb.-educated as • 'cJ.aaa• • even 

if --~ of 'he 1nte11ectua1G happened to be eciucated ln Engll.eh. 

Why did only cer:taln menben of t.he social category of t.he 

· En;llah-edueated become cdt1ea1 to tho,b: cust.oma anct prect1tea1 

The above l.nterpretatial falls to aaawer this question. 

H1&to:d.c:a11y apeaklng, all the rd.neteenth century Eng11sbs .. 

educated lndt..a\s wee not neceasu11y 1ntel1ectuals nor were all 

---------------------



the intellectuals necesadllY English-educated. To give an 

llluetraUve e:uucpla, Dul'\l.al!em Menchal'am (1809•1816), a 

Gujaretl .lntell,ectualt had no knowledge of .English at ell but 

wao the aotlve ad'voeate ot widow-mt¢%'1age end the admlaalon 

of conventJ lnto tU.ndUlem,1 the la•ue• vesy cJ.ea to the 

nll\eteenth centutr gemu:allndlan lnte11tK:t.ue1 conceDh 

Most of the etud•t» of Engl1$h sdtleatlOI'\ jOined tht 

tervt.c••• private or governmental, end w&te apatheUc to o~ 

obl:lvloua of tbe SO¢la1 Nobleu.2 Tber ntWer appaared on 

tne eocial tcene of public Ute. Not to epeak of thel:r 

advocating reforms, mott of ihe Eng.U.sh-ed.ucated 1m Mahazashtra 

wue oven defMdlnt the customs· ot infeftt rnunage end enfoJC.cl 

w1d-owt\ocd. 3 Th• Eftg1lsh education tbe&h expl'eaoect ln teftll9 of 

en outright impact ana ~:eepmq,cauGe anc:t effect. falls to 

· exp1at.n iibese ~tte~u•nen•• .lt eJ.ao loses sight of the acetal 

functlOft ot ttte ntnett)entb century lndt.an intellectuels.. Mue

ovor, thls anelpla not on1r mS.SsQt t.be ca.nplex1 tlet of the 

aoc1a1 end 1nteUectue1 developments during the nineteenth 

centurv but al~;.o ove.rloob the element~ of disaet end pxote~t. 

S.n the very Indian lfttellectua1 tl'edltlon of pre-8d.tlab tiaMta, 
' 

1. Nalt,; J.v., a• Ali•, .,.w. 
2.. 1be times of lndla, (B<Db.ay), .e De<:. 1987 • 
. 
3· }b&£1· 

4. . Panlkke, K,N. • u Pns1dential Adds-en a Section 111• • 
Aligam, Indian H:J.atory Congress • Thi~ty•alxth Session, 
Dec. 29-31, 197$, p.3. Fo.t deta11s eee illi9• • pp.l-S. 



tbe lntezopzoet.at1CI\ that tanollsb education was the 

detetm!nl.ng fector ~anaJns ten!.bly stmpl1&tlc beeauoe 1t 

does not take lnto account the eeonOJD:lt enct aoclal tranator

matlon of India u..Se• thft· co1onlal :rulEh ldee& ue seen os 

tbo movt.no fo~e in hloto"' as autonomous eeu'al facton 

aheplng toc1a1 zeallty. The 1ntua(;t1an, the dJ..Glect.lc,bet.ween 

the two ie· totall.f ltJnoHd... Like tb• Gosman phlloaophe" whlcb 

· Kul Man etteelte<t, th• blstotf.ans h&VO 1'tumed the \lbole . ., . . . 

aatulal. wo~ld lnto • world of ldeat ~· the. \Whole history J.nto 

a hlatolfV of id~ae ••• ,..tbat the aoeal wQJld t.a t.b• product of 

tho 1denl worla,o1 Aecoldlnt to Man, •• ' ' has no'\ occuJ:red to 

anyone of theae phl.loaophera 'o int,ul~:e lftto the connecUon. of ••• . . ~ ' 

Pblloaophy w1 tll••;• .reallty\tlthat n lt te not con.aclouaneet that 

detomlnes 1lf«h but Ufe \bat detems.:nee c:oneolouenoaa•.3 

In e eimU.aa toam.ua ti\8 *PhiloooJJl\t~G" of the ewakening 

aacd.be 1ts emetgence to the ge:minats.M and t.he subeequent 

devolOfl'Deftt of the idea& of eoclal cansc1cuenesa without finding 

aut rlletheJ: lt. had •r gJ:oun<ltncJ In aceta&. J"eallty. They have 
I . . . 

not ttuelled thle dt.eseminatlon lll conjune;Uon wl tb ce~taln 

objoctt.va devolopnent~u the un1f1catto.n Mtl cent%al1sat1on of 

lntllan pollty tnd GCMOln\t under the BdU_., rule ,the change• 

:lnt.,eodu:t;red 1ft the econc:md.c tphe•• the •he,etnant.t.!.ng ~1• of 

t.ha Raj, ln \be ,propagets.on of colonial 1deatogy and CUJlture•' 

the,convadicuon between th• newly evolving social ataucttu:e 

and the trcd.f.UOftal fettt%1 and tbe conaequent consclou•ness/ 

~eelloauon of thlth the <De~enc• ot the awakening can only 

1. 

2. 
3. 

Marx and Engles. Jlu!~~DS.1deo1,sx, Moscow,Pzogroae 
Publlahere, 19?6, P• • 
WP• • P~36· 
111&51•, p.42. 



be curplalntci adequately lf we ;o beyond a conceptlan of bts·toay 

ln tens of the intd.na1c dyn«dem of lde• to nlatlng . these 

ldeaa to eoeta& J:etii.tyl o~ in Weberilft todl&, to aee the 

o1ect.1ve aff1nlty bGtween lndtan awakening ...s lndlen econoray, 

eoc1ety and polity. 

ln .short, the t.n•~etatlon that £n;l1th education •• 
i ~ ' 

the eauaa1 facto~ S.t blgbl.y _ln~equatfh , It vt..W. · Ute Pheno

tnenon 1ft term~ of the ma,nb of an ldfl& ¥.-'1 thout rolatlng ·l t to 

soclo-eeonomlc and PQ11Ucal •eall.ty, -Md thenfose, fa11e to 

·eapleln the hl.stoJ:loal necoat.lty of 1• omesvence. thle t•, 
however, not to lmplr that the t.aterpre\aUon 1.& complot»ly 

·wronvt lt 1& jUS\ ibat the lntfll'pretetton 1s lop-aided. 

B. iaP•cj Rf~ Sbl ll!Si Other hiatol'left* of \he liberal b\lff 

ee :ftot &atisfled wlth tho explanation that ·th• awakening wea 

tt\e result of tbe •oW'lelnt Of a s.lngle fac:tot .-. English educaUon. 

They ans.tuaslcett that lt. was the geJ'lQ;d.lmpac.t ot the Wts\ 

!.nelu~lng the 1nflu~nue of Eliflleh. atucatlcn that lee to the 

. emeJVence of ·the nineteenth e:entuwy l®San phenomenon. 1 To 
11• ., t ' ·a _ _ _ • •. .,.... ,.., ;r .- ·_au ?JtJJ:rt.t • ,-• _ 1 .u 



quo'tt Arablnda Poddu, to~ ea!IAplet 

"The introve~t Indlen eoclety WEI$ stl:n:Gd by the .. 
impact of western Civl11aats.on, leading to the growth 
of the awakening.... • 'the &ri.tlab. rule b"te. th• S.aolated 
character ot 1nCl£a.fl, villages and tbe. apell of int..rove&'t 
outlook wat d:eft.nt..t.•ly lost... trade and cccnmerce led 
the Bengel.la lnto E\ll'opeen contac~lch. infused an 
elC~mGnt of dynanltm into the apparEntlY inert soclety •• • 
The 8:dt.teh avradan J:Ofon\8 led ttl tile gJ:OWth of money 
economy wbf.Oh -'fGCt.ed eoc1al re.latlon•. All tbeae led to 
the growth of lll<l~Yl<Jue11 \ft.. The Engl1$h Gducatlon 
completely Cbertgod the soctal •cene. lt Played. an 1 t.mpoJ"tant J'OlG t.n the evoJ.uUcn of the awakening" • ·. · 

But th•re •• .tome nua~es in t.ftel:r .t.nt.erp:retatlone 1n terms 

of al1gh.t Shifts .t.n empha&l$. Pol' exsnpl•• Charlee;Heaaeth 

boldt tbat •• the eot1a11'.efo,-., movement was uniquely a reault 

of Enr;Uah edueatl«h•.; end the eeetmd m~O% aUmulu• was the 

w"k end the ideas o~· ChdeUa mb•lonarlee, thet.r px-oselv• 

Uat.ng acUvltle& ~:ou&ed the llldtane to ~evo1t.·•2 oavld Kopf 

ephatlael t.be B:l\ish cu1tu'"el pollcr of O~:ientall&m p•sued 

end nomotect dul"ing tho pe:rlod bGt.ween 1172 ·~ 1830 as the 

f actoz of ovotncll.ng lfi.Portmce 1n the eme~; tAce ot the 

awatcefttng3• Mitabha Mukbe~jeo. on tbe othtJ' hend• takes the 

tore.- and .ctlvltl.s .- ntGOly, &ng1loh 4lducat1on• the 

elgh._tb centurv hot•todoa seou $Uth &$ the l<erta BaJas, 

the Bal~~ •. etc. and mlsslonary; act1v1Uea ~ at wol'k mainly 

between' 1Tt4 ·ana. 1823 aa \be detel'lftWntJ factoz:1 He, however. 

elngies out Sngllsb e4ucat1on at mor• lmpottant than the, other 

.fecton 11&~ed· abwet Mosoeoves,t; he,doeo Dot •ubal'1b• to. tho 
• • • + 

f £ llifi[ . P it¥ R'l ( . It I@J n•··n , . I J I 1 . .P _ i.ilN 

1. P.oddas-, .Mablftda, &tF&I•, pp.16~30. 
2.. llet.msath• Cl'u1z-lee, ,AS.f:91$•, ·p,P.47.Sl, 
3. ~pf, QavS.d, gpafU., pp.a.a .... 17s-eea. 
4. Mulcbezj"• Amltabtuh aRtxU•, p.3l3; pp.U&-153. 
&. IW •, pp.12J..l25, 203. 



ft.ew that the eighteenth centu~ was aperlod of darknee& 

aftd. decadenc:.h 1 Wllatevet' \be nuenc• OJ: dlff·eren~ea, these 

td.stod.ans ere unanli.IO\Js. on the note tbat the awetenl.ng 

oecuned unde.t the western .t.mpeet,. dUe to the East-West 

contact. 

That the BJ:"1tl&b zule and lts attendant paraphemalla dld 

loave eft .tntte1tt.1e mark on the emezgln; tnt.Uectual id•·es 1s, 

bowwer, .not. denle<i. ldea&1 lru~,tituU..S and culture of a 

faS.Joly advanced v ... oty .-e bound tc tnf1wmce the· eoclal eet·• 

··up and mental mak~p Of tne peop1• undo2 tbe1S" umbrella. But 

tbls again does not fM!PlolD aa to Why tho -awakening o;.cwroel 

only when 1 t dlct .• 

A m.ajor weaknP.I of this b'Zand of J.tbs·~Ql hlttort.ograpby, 

11.ke i.te twt.n, S.& that !t does not try to loeate the 1ntel1e

ct\tal and: cultu~al ewabning within the stsuctu" of society 

and polltlct 1ft lnd1a.2 some ot t:beto <l• «mumerato and eaamt.ne 

In somo\\tu1t detall the e.ban{1ea such a4 tbo$e In tht J>eabD ot · 

edu~auon., cultural ,pol.lcy, law• ek. tntxoduce<l by the SdU.•h 

ln l.ndLa, bUt .change$ t.n the arm ere cf economy and pU ty •• 

lef·t neRly untouched eo J.f they d1ct not o:r could not hiNe eAY 

bearing On the une~gene,e of '\h• intellectual moveent-. tAore

oveJ";~ even t.f tM cnange& lft economk and poll t.lcel spheres are 

aleo to an. extent taken t.n.to acec:ru.nt. • $.f)· tho case of 
1 -~ trl!la • a t • 1tw 

1. He. howevo11• add$ a qua1if1catJ.QQ en thi& poa1t1on. By 
the e1ght .. ·. eentb. cen .. t4nV no. t belBJ duk he •••. s onl.y .· the 
la8t quartecr of the century. and not tbe whole rxui Ol.i .• 
Accot:ding to him the lett quart&: of the elohteentb 
century was not dark bocaus& of' the p0$1tlve mr.aoU!'et of 
the Br.t. 'tlsh admW&tratt.cn! ••P• 1n the field of Gducetlon • 
t)le cuutlonslet and relig1oue p~ea;hss. He charac:tezlces 
ttt• rest of the el.gbte•t'tl centuq •as • period of eoc1al 
•teonatS.on ancs cult\U'al cten tall&attonfl•. J.dgely due to 
the lack of contact with p~ogresstve force$ of the worlda" 
See DJ.d,,pp.312.31. · 

2. PMikke:c. k..N •• op.ctt •• H 1981. p.l6• 



Areblnda Poddu,.1 tner· ore posited ln. the manner of cornpart

inent.alisatione end not ln ttaat of • ln:to:r-relatect totall~y. 

As a :cdul t, tho hiatoriane fail to estab.Uah thG 1n'\er~elat1on

&blps betweon the&e cbanoes and the evolving cultul'al and 

1n*lefila1 tnat.-lx of the society dusin; the nlneteGnth c:entu%Y• 

Theb me~.(ldolo;y ·coo& not au·ow thettl ·to vUw the pbenomenu; as 
~ ; 

being the conaequonca of thia lnte21actiona1 tn:oce&s and itt 

' 
eAmpltstlc ano inedequ~te. 

Thetle hlltot'l ma han., howevc-, m~ one remarkable advaneet 
cew~,..,. 

tboy wre willing to accept taUltlplel\ The multiple cau•etton of 

the liberal method is, hOt.*leve;r, notJJbe confused with mul tJ.ple 

eauaat!on · ln the Mar,d.at eenoe, the lat. to% tzaces the d,ynamlc 

of tOCial GCtlvJ.tV anG hlst=lcal dGVeiop!ltnt to lts I'Co\1 1ft 

the pnd\teUon am r9Pr«Xiuc:Ucn of th~ meane of Ed.ttenoe. It 

is on the roateda1 base, itaelf canUnual!.y eba:ngln; sea- men 

establish 9nater poweJS of ~ontrol over tbeil' envil'onvu'!nt, that 

the auperauuctun of cu1 tu!'et 1netl tttUont; la• and poll t1ea1 

syateme m:S.ees. lt should, 1\oweve~, be etflPhesiaed that the 

matetla11tt cOAceptt..on of hlstOl"f 1& not the etude ld.nd of 

econornlc lnterJ>t"etatt.cn. .No% does 1 t eee htllben d9VOlopment at 
I 

the .P~t.tet ot atpaate • factt«9• of wtd.-ob ~e eeonornt.c 1• the 

4etemlnlng one. let ·aseu.t; tbe totality ot :relationahi.Pitkaces 

out the lnteuelationsblps bfltwocn 11u!.CU$ level& (,poll:ticalt 

ocono:.nic• ooc1a1, ldec1qgi.c~, etc.) and eeeka the tou:c• of 

b1etmca1 cbanoe not in motives, not tn !deo1ooJ,ot but J.n the 

.,.UIIIILP_tlj •;· ...... • Jt ttJ QlQ!li§Jtu •• 1 a, 
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matel:'lal bella of tb• aoci•·ty 1n question. l.lbe~Cll h1storJ.ogrtPhv 

faile to eoe tble tnterJ!ele:tm totality and comp.art.untalt.aes the 

poltUcal, econord.e, ~eUglous, social and ldeolegt.cal leve1o.1 In 

fGCta 1t begins t.o eJIPlaln why it happened but eventually CCJIDe& to 

tell how 1 t hBPPtfttd• AG a result, Jl&aJ'.prlsiJA,FM•&t.&sm J.,•· no\ 

p.rope~v located t.n tb&e tntetnetatt.on-

Char1• Het.mtatb and David kopt desesye • tPec1al mEntion. 

A& :lndic.ated esl1er, accoD1t.ng to tb• .fotme.r, it wu rnalnly tbe 

English educet.lon coupled with the mlaeionetv activ1 Uea ot pros•

lytl.eation that led to thQ emes:gence of the awakening iA the 

nineteenth eentury. ·the zaattli io~ hl.a alngling out Bngllsh 

~ucatton as the mojo!' facto# in th(f tt~th t4 th~ awak&nt.no l# 

that. ~Qtionalbm and utllltmantmn ln. tho nineteenth eentary 

lnd1M 1ntal1fltt.ual thought wat cleS"iVed f;rom the wrltl..n~a of 

Westem thinten auch as Jwemy Bentham,. JQl)ea Mill ••• Auguste 

Compte, Hme•t Spence:, •w•n2 l't ta- notd$ttled that weate:rn 

th1nkei'a exei'tGd o.on&lde•able lnfl.uence en tb• nl.notteen1:h century 

lndlan intellectuals.. But 'that was not the sole fozmatlw tnfluenee 

on them.. The intellectuals,. partleul.arlv the Mahazaahtdan on.-, 

heavily leaned. towa:Ga tbo lndt.oenoue lftt&llectual tl'adltlcn fo• 

lnep1t-at1on. Mo.-eovo, the qu•st1on of g~eat• ai.gnlflcene• 1• that 

wba,t .actuallv made the ntpetoUttb eent.u17 lnd.ld .tnteUoctual& to 

•elect only ::eUcnaJ.um and utl1ltar1anlam t#()m the westem 
($ ·_ ·; ·. 11 F TU . L& .. H tP _ U I iilJ$ \ _Ill Qn 

lw Alld.tabha Muttu~J"jee i.e a clsaelc eaae S.n point. He tan• tho 
SngU.eh education, heterodox •ect9 &nd th• miaa1onaa.y 6Ctivl-. u.- aa being root• O% lets autonomously reaponalble foz the 
.ewaken1ng. Tho elements of \lh&t 1$ Cal.led g&~~21:ili&krj1UjA"OD 
le 1tn1e$t.ng in bl& lrlterpl'etatl en, al i:hougb e · aya • . aa 1 
·on English ectucaticn • a factor of greate1: importance. Se• 
Mullh•~J•• Ami.tabha, QB•,cu., p.3J.3, pp.l21-12&. 

2. lie111$ath• Charlefil H., llb&s.•, pp.47-49t· 



.-.ntellectual uadltl.on, end ut •v otheJ eyettM of thought 

eucb as eocteU•• whleb Wei'G becom.tng $11W influtntlel J.n 

ftlneteath centuzv iUOPe. Helmaath tatla to an••• t.hh 
qoeetlon. 

ACt:OidlnfJ to Osvld Ko,pf, •• the Bengal •nlitsance wat 

•• ctd.ld of tbq oene•d ill'lpac;t of tate pQ11cy of Od.entallsm 

followed J.n Vlt •tbtecltl eentuq Gfld. bUllt. Mound 0\e need 

fo# eft aceulWJt>ated clv11 temce c1••t.,,.1 the ~lenta11• ts, 

tbe agu.ml!tllt gOO&, inl Uated thO p-..cG&a. ot· Ule dlscovuv of 

the anc1EIIl'\ lndJ..eA herJ.tav• tlbleh ·••entuaJ.ly culmlnetcld in tbe 

arowtb ot intellectua:l cmst;louaete 1ft the nt.nete•tb cen.turv~ 
Kopf goee 01'l to dlo.eeuea il\t dyftsml.c• of the Od.tnt.allet policy 

1n Pl'at tlCUt altd tdOI to link l t UP w1 th the IIOVanen t Oft 'be 

l>eJll of a sld.luSty thet botb went· to ttte Pa• t. 3 ln his own .... 
•• &pufttd oa bV OrienWlat6t m;-Qd in a •cho!.eJ:lV 
,octm~truct.'-OJ\ of the Hlndu t~adttlon, a newlv fod8Cl 

:o!t;C't!•,:::;.u.T:!b-:~=rz:.oth!":!: ~::!~"-
' 

Me oomeo to tho cone1utiM tba' the awakMtno wat mainly a 

:l'osult of the Od.ontellet eadeavou~ Of 418cov•~'lntf th• lftc1ent 

lndian cultur••' ln other wolcle, Or.lentalt.am waa the Rl\11nator

ftedeoM•·• of .tlet he calla •• •• R.Gne!a&.-ce•; lt was oe 
PIOPillat:ny gsoti'KI. 

l. ..., , D:evld• satS&t•, p.la. 

a. litif•• pp.aao.aea 
a. wc~. 

4. -AW•, p.a.83 

&. Jbld. 
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Tbet the lnulleetuals J"elnt.-preted the patt 11 not 

dertledt but they dtd ao not betlllSe the, Patt 11 tUCh wo 

Jmportent for thea but betauru• the cono&d•~:etlcm• foz changing 

the 'p~eaent.• lft\o • bette• future dlctated the• 'o relht.•zcpret 

the pat\. 1ft Otbe,St WOdl• it·- th• :P•otet and not the past 

that con1Uwt.S the foe!il poiftt of thel• attenUOI'l. They went 

to the paat, ~~ tho • pte$1ftl' and not 'Vlt..,..na. .Moreover, 

at suecbtua Sake% po1rtte out, 1Dez;~ 'Weltemitm P14yeci · 

ltl&tO%lca&1v a more .,gnJ.tlcaRt :rOle .Ia t'he Iftdlen Renaesance 

•• tradiUOfla1 ottlatats..n.·1 .,. Tbe taut ltnPUlGe' of the 

. 
• 41lscovcrt ot the --ent new mlch J.eplled We& te~a education, 

west•n scJ.en-c:e and the 1lbelol ~atlonal tbought of a .. .-• •2 

thl.a debt to tile •••' wat ft'euv rec:Ognls«l .bf mot t of the 

tntellee~·· 

the ettep• at AHOV$1'J.no the ~cient lftdlan culture w.
•••lv a pan, boww~ Jap6Jrhllt• of tho ecn,empora-v 1nte11ca

ctual etdeavOtattt tb& mtWemet~t ••• atoh b.Jol4e~ in ite baelc 

rutture IM· PQfPOSfh or.. the beet• of 'thlt eimpUstlc anaJ.ogy 

the attanpt ·a\ .oxplatniftg the hietoJ:lcal causetlon of the 

mO'V811lent le aot only ~nMlf;llUflc but 1\ alto botrap a mle

unduetanctlng of tbe baeic natul'• of tbe Ph•nOMnon. A funda• 

menW weetneu ot· gq:,t•b lnt•IPH•a•oa 11 that be tul& equot.ed 

tUmulua with blatR!Gal oauaetson. Jn, th.• a\tempt be oftc . . 

\endo to lot• tiQbt of t~ centlal queutton. at· to \tbf the 

awakenlrlg occuaea, and. eane• to eoa\Ccent#ate on how 1\ happened •. 
#ilhj_ '11 ....... rJ E I .t JG 'ill . 

'· s.-tu. sus·obhanj 1 ,tbs..Bsoqt& B!nli!&.iQfJt• Calcutta, 
p ap)'l\1$. 19?9. p.J: • . . 

l!llf•• P•·"'· 
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Mol.'eover, lf the awabnlno waa '' tlWl C.bl.td. of ttae genezal 

tmpaet of the Poiic? at Qtl•taUam ••• tmtl• uound the need fol' 

aft accultu~ated ctvu .. ~mce class'* l as Kopf bold•• •at •.a• 
the tnte1lactuala to endeavou to,. the 't~t&Uan of e ftew eocial 

•d•~ .and not t:, 1:0 confine tbel&6eJ.VG* to "the nMd fft ·• 

aceultuaitci ct.vll.ao!\'lct cJ.••"' Kopf fall& to ••lain ... 

to What madt eo IIO'Nnea\ to .-. a ctopaws• tzoom -u. ejt;cUve• 

of tho BrlUib cultutal POlley of Ore!Atall•a• to. put lt 

dl.ffeMtlVt lC tbq· edmlrd.suaUon-t1dGnted O.lentaliat policy 

wat the ceutel facto•• •a\ me:te the mo.v.-nt to be society• 

odentCt(J't thut; ~·e attept .at eJCPltd.ftlng the tmorvence ot 
the movem•nt ln •• of 1u be.inf 'the ~:esuit of the 8d.Utb 

cultu•al policy Of 0&\en:tdiam ls ttlgbly uncon'Vielnt.ng. It 

l'tMluctJ th• Whole ~Ulti.,f.-tefl J.ntellet;'CUa1movement to maaftly, · 

&f not meBlr •. the dlocwe~y ct eclnt lndleo hel'ltage. 

It bat b•e J.ftdlceted ear.lle• that 'lkt othe:&" viewpoint of 

the liberal h1stor1ot~aJ*f on ~o que&UOft ot the cameqence of 

the awakening lt that the tf.Qh'U•tn centuq wet a period of 

cu1tu~tal dtCadMOe, at¥1 &OCtal &taga,at.lGn;;. to qu.ote A:ra.blnda 

.P(dda, for HEJ)let: 

• P~.-e~it&eb India in the .S.gtrteenth ctfttullf wat 
closed, .lntJoventt :f;ftti benctt ill&o ae~ochtatt.t: .. ••• 
"'tbe olosect •ocle\f beca\Me eubi'Del"focl 1n the deept~a t 
1aye1'8 of datktlll$$,. • .,. Ttatre was AO splrlt of 
~t:~t=:O~ .!~'lt.chlal.tty. TheM wat conf·onllty ·. 

lnltteUy, the main p~opagatOI'S of _th1S view wer• the colonial .. 
htatozl••• It ls lmp&~atlv:e, thereto"• 4o e~ltlcally examine 

in somf~Wbat detaU the velldlty ot tbe vtow ln the ll9ht of the 

facts of etghteG~tth centuzy lllflllll 1\ls'tlmy. 
•nM:r-·· ret: ·urt 11r 1 1 t tillltiii~tt .. uli n t t r•u !lfi'K 

l. ~pf, Da~<t, flUP&I.t, p.283 

2. .Podda'f, Mabiftdlb 12a&&i• • PP• 2-.:> •. 
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T 0 beglft witbt Gmt of the UGUIP'iona of the vlew 'tha'\ 

the elqbttenth c.ntu~ was• a period of derknese le that the 

pre-&d.U&b lndlcn soclet·v wat etavn•~• as its CJCooom, was 

- eelf-auff.&clmt end lnuov•Uva,. not.: '\el\dtni to oo beyond lU 

lWted noade .aftd nqtli••en.,..1 .Motht\tt astumptlon ls that 

Che pol1Uca1 11ft of tbe pot.od Pt:eaeatat a picture ot 

pandemanlaa, poll.tlcat cbaot, confusf.fl\ anc:t ataRhy. 2 In 

dubbltng the Pl"..aJ:itleb P•d.od at dazk the cnct.el argument 

ls that 1 t wae muked by c:ul tural deC.ad·ene• end lnteUe~ tual 

deoay .. 

TtuJo~:etlce11r a;eatt.no. h~er, the at&~tlan tha\ the 

society •• e.;tath le basecl on a ldeconceptlon about tb• nature 

of ooclety lteelf. A .sooiety bf t t1 vrmy ti•tua t.• n.ve~ 

etagnaft,J, ohange, Pt-eJ?tlbio OJ: ilftpezcepUble, I• 1U S.nhe~:ent 

attd.bute. J.t 1& enonecw, tbete~.>l'e, 'eo tab the lack of 

acce·l•:ratlcn l.ft tbe proceea of change fo~ the eb•ence of the 

PJ:OC:eGI itself. COMa'etely S:)»aktnq, "tOOt tho pre-B.rt:tt.sb 

Indian eocs.otv wee fto;t a\a\lc at aU. Thtt us-b.n .C'GftotDy 

wl tneaotid lerg~ale O ... aft PJOduCtlOilt 1Cft0 distance trod• 

and the g""tb of c~aclal ca,pital.~* tbe vlliage peas.antJ:V 

•rr,_- t\tt.r; d1 rt_ .·11. ·.ii(UUM1irf.rt:rrtuvrr 

Rav&nde• Kuma bold• tl\i& pos1tlon ift the conta»tt of 
pre-Bzt. tt.sh •••ssbtra. &eo KU~"tU, Ravlnoe~, SI•Sb• • 
1968, p.319.. ' 

J.-. Mill~• e e:olonlal h1ttodan, wts t'he gl'eat eJCPonent 
of t.hl• vlew. sse MUl• James UJIIS•• vol.Ill., p.395. 

Habib• lfan1 ," c ... o1onla11aa~101l of .th• lndt.an &con.cmy. 
1161-1900'- \Cyclostylect). (n .. d.) .. p.3. 



wat &\J"atlft.Gd,- end thor~ ealated Pl'lvate p~pe~ty.1 Cub 

neat was not absent,· no• was tb• cuclttGnc:• of 111arket.
2 

M to the po1t:ttc.al cond:1 tlon; tbGto 1• no denying thet 

the decllne of the Mughal pcwes wes f.lCCortlPanied by polltleal 

inatabllity, adminltJ•etive 1n•fflo1eMf' tnd aocle& t.ntecurlty. 3 

But' the dlslrttev•atloa of the Empln ~z.oeente<t a poJ.lUcal 

trend of the emot;eJ'ICe Of autonomous atatQt end theil' coneC'4l• 

ctatt.on. ratbu tbaft ollaot anct eaM'Chy.4 I# •ealtty, the new 

pOlltl.eal at~ct~ ~tJ9.1h; t.n the elgbtt*lth centuzy was not 

d~vold of vt.gou• artd vltal1tv. fu e•emple, Ti.I>U Sultan• s 

· atitnlnl:seratton 1ft the elgbtetft'th centu·ry waa 4i. \be aome of 

i\8 POlltlcal aagatttv and admf.nll'katlve ttffictcmoy. Hie 

· measure•· 1n tho· dt.""lon ot social J'&foJm eucb at tb& baft • 

PJJ'ostt. tutt.cn, the ;fl,n~l•tloa. t4 the Na,a• ~nactlce of po.lyilld~ 

la Malebat: and COOJ:91 the r:epeal Of the CU$t.oJn Of human 

aac#tflce ln. tb:e tell$1e of Ke1.1 neu MpOJ• town:, etc. atfftd 

in shup e>ppes£tl·m to the vlew tbet Bttnttft.ck, f~cm •mg the 

nl•••• wae the odgltuJtOJ< of aoclel •elora In India. 1 Above 
. l - t . 

a.\1• TS.pu• • attmpt, tbOUfl\ unaucceltful, to mOctemlae the 

economy ot hh empl~e lndlcatea the con.ceJ:n from above fo~ tht 

needs of mOd~JdaaUQD,.6 thlt lt, •~•• not t~ dcny the 

1 ....... P.4• 

a. DiS!•• 
3. P8Alkkelt K.N.,, •eu1tu.ral TI'~S 111 P~olonlal1ndla• 

an ov•nlowtt <•vuoetv1td) •· 1982, p.a. 

4. D&t·· 
5. sen,· Aeok, " A P•e-Bd.t.lsh Economlc .formation ln lnd'-· 

Of the ••to Eigbteeath Cettttya tlpu Sol ten' • My&ol"en . !~::,0~;1 •Ji~~~tJ?Ift,tSJ!Bt ~s,ncee~.l-• 
6. l&tiSI• ,, p*l03 



.olo of cua,rtdn lntle~ent weaknesaet of 1ntllan 1>011 tlc a1 

et,ructure aftec\lftg tl\e .,_svence of new •·=l~On:omit 

fOJ:matlonfh, Whet te ._aeie-' hero ts that polittlcal 

t'l'agmeAtatlen doeG not :necesuu.~~t.ly ••• tbacs and anarcby. 

.,, 

The pelt tv· in tbe •lt~bteentb ctm\ory dld aot collapse, althouoh 

the oa;tl:re dld oet fta;met.od. 

Mo•eovc. poli·Utel lflttebllltv u the elghteenth centuy 

4id not le-.1 to M over au c&ec11ne sa culture.: lnf ae t, oteat 

artiatrv •deted 4ud·nv the vev ped.od. Dance and mu•lc were 

pan of dally lilet Rem Slngb am Bbew&ni. i)_. WOH the g~ea' 

. tnUslclma of the period~' Paintlnf was fatlY dev•loped, 2 Tbe 

elgb\eenth c.ontUQ' wat a vital pe~lod fe the tlowedng ot 

_poet.ry. Ul:du poetw vl:s:tuelly ozt.olnoW ln the •igbte•tb 

·centu~4 3 Sauda (1713-80), MS• (1'72t-l8l0) end Del'd ( 1119-&5) 

-were eome ot the notd>le uno. poe«a -of Uto peuoa. 4 

the eJ.ghtAentb caw~ wat a ped.tJd of fUJnaldetteble gRW'tb 

in Ma~athl lltaat-.~ Sa\ft\-Poe,tt cueh • S¥1clh•• Mabt.Pe\lt· 

Mo•op.ant. and otneJt ld.« t:htt •olltl ftuftdaU·Oiil ot I. u deVeloP

ment. The illlrtl&i&.ad em~ the ltua.,I&Uet.l wdt-ten by 

Mahlpatl 1ft 1117 and 1162 l'ftpecti.vel' a.tUl coft&Utute ._ 

cue wo:rkl • the socio-Jrellgt.oua deVelopment of the pe,,rlckt.5 

Moropant• a IIUI (a Peaeoc.k), IJkiJa&l (cnea of a peacock} ~ 

1. &euce, Geo~;e, o.,, aeas&s .. , ~~~i: 

2* ~·· p.e 
3. .ltdd • • P•1 ~ 

4- Perd.ldca:t, K.~., .IQdU:.t 1982, Pt'l2 

.$. Bl'uate, GaC:t •· J2lbSLft•;·l' P¥'_5-~ 



and i.IJS.!&J,..~a ( e gal'land of get of doUbt) writtea dut"ing 

the VM'f .t.ohteentb century ar:o at11l conatdered th• .gf.IU: of 

Marathl. 1lteratu:re.1 ln eft aQe of no priftUng mechlne ttd.e 

was no mean. acblevune~tt. Retn&%'kably enough, the heyday ot 

Marath1 folk 11 teratuJ"e waG the ve1"y e1ghteentl1 c•nturn J.n 

the nlneteenth under the .BdUeh rule i\ undel:Went a Period ·Of 

neglect and stagnation..2 

It lt tme ttut• 'the p~ri od befol'e 'thl 8 nt!$h lnterven tlon 

was beset wlth nume~:cus ev.Ue such ar; pOlytheism •. castet.sm, 

ido1atqr, rltualisa end tl.'ie dcmtnallte til the pnesta. But all 

wtae not the et.leAt epoo'tetol'ft of \t\8&.0 .ioeJ.el ev11a and 

oormpt. p,r:ectlces.. In fact, the%e ere DtJmEur:ous inatancea Of • 

vlgcrou• ·att~ to fight e;elnst 11\eae ml• and to purtfy 

tho re.l!.glous life of ·the peopl•• P~rltl•h 1nd1e,especia11y 

during the eighteenth centusy. witfte&tad the (tMrgenc• of a 

myriad of hetertdox eecte all. we~ the country. The §.igna&, 

4elielllhi and !bi,'!f~M.11'8 aects in Uttu Prade:eh ·' K!dl.f 

!IJB and f;iM.IIll&! in Bengal•! Sl\illm'I!U and Bemt~i ln 

Rajasthan and ~bB!ii ln Andhra Pretlesh wet:e •ome of 

tbGllh: 
3 P·re-Bri tl:eb Ma'haraahua in paztic~1a~ r•pJ:etentect a 

classic ca6e of a rigoi!We 1ndlgenwe lntAlllectual tredl.t.lcm of 

dlt&et>t end PS'Otest. the eect of )LI;k¥!J was very active 1n 

-b-l!fib .,ll!!l&lifl_ .. ...,.....,.,lttl .. _.t'Dii.i!liil£1811;.-: __ • b A.JE_ llii . 

. 1._ 
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ihe tlghteenth cmt.urv ·t.n MaharashtJ>a.1 During tho BhakU 
....Jwe.J.v~ 

period, .mainly between 'Ule twelth and ooventeenth century, 

sove:rel heterodox r•llgl.ous mwfaents t.n Mabarasnt~a wen 

presen.tlng llq:n'JI'\Mt chatlen;es to the· cultural deminence of 

&r.mmantc o:.tbocihY•2 MU-ce$t• sect& such as Um!» fr@ft.!! 
and flllsnli!hi! cuJ. t wen contendillQ fr# ecqulr:iito support and 

$t,rength among the Marotbl apeaking mas~ eo. 3 the pe:r:sonali tles 

Who !nS.tiated and CO%rled forwal'O the proces• of tr&vol' agalnst 

&oct e-H11gl ow ev11e til tha pe~ioc:t were matnl y tho Bh ekt1 · 

•alnt..poete of Matul.ra#btr~ $Ucb •• Dnyanedev • Namdev • Ekn11th; 

Tuka~am and· a 1\oet of O'Uh.tt&,. 

Nearly all of them denounced polytheism, dtualtsm. caste 

<:U.(;t1ftct1ona. ld~at~ end pr1e&t1v ctomtnatloft.4 All emPh&&lted 

monothttlem and elm:PlA devotion to God mtbcut priestly inter

moctlatlon and dtualisa. They, like the ninoteet.h century 

1nt.e11GCtuale ,t a\\801\td 8upreme importance to· atOS'el1 ty .~f A 

remaJ:kable feature of the Shakti movement in Mabareahtra was 

that th• tJalnt~poets 1tnpru•u~d upcn tM '~ith'tenod• to do 

~-----, 1··: I .b .... QL .•. _J .. _lWU 1 IIi! Ulil .......... 11'-

4. 

&bate, G.c., .t&tsb:• *' r>.1S 

Omvecit, Ga11, PReSb•• P•53 

A&t&d• 
See Panlkk&l"t~ K.N., fbdl•t 1992., p.J.?, ~S.h• t 1975• 
P·4• aeghuvaru•ht, v. -~.-.. · •• ~~m~tt~JR:lba..&t8i~oal~ !W• NcwJ Delh1t Meoc,eeli .. _s :lng ou&e, . t 
p; -.Dandeker• s.v., ~QX~ NGW Delhi.-, Maha:r:asht~a 
lnfoJma~on Centre, 196 , P•. t rand1ka~, M.A. • fJ.Edfi!• 
New Delhlt Mahs.raahtra lnfomation C$ntro, 1970, pP:F24' 
Belsar&t ~.v.; ~u.tar,!f!h New Delhi.,. Maharasbtra Information 
cen~t••. -1961., p;D; · . 
Panlkku, K.N,., ~, 197!), P.4l .Ragbuvanshi., v.P.s.~ 
22•S&..t•, P•l45t .~~· tar,· N.A., .SlPt!'rU•, pp.2o.-22. 
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their: eoc1a1 dutr of eftllghtenlng tho ma.a•es. 1 In other words • 

thell's was not an lndivlchaal e$-CaPid• they flmy held that 

the t.tue pul'pose of man• o epJ.d t.ual endeG\toul' was no' t.o seek 

llbet'atlon by oecaplng f ~ the wa~ld of rtO%tals but, to live 

in 1t and share the· t:raru.tc=-eldent.al JOf '* knowledge with the 

tonorant maeseca.2 MoteOVQZt th~y h~ a touob of sclentt.flc 

tanpe:c 1ft th.el.J~ .appi'OSCh to aupoPUtlout and blltn<l beliefs. 

itn&Ui, fo• ••anPl•• l'e;ol'ded Ill ecli.P&e al notsiJ.ng butt a 

naturel phenomenon and z;id1eul.ed tn• .Popt.tlU rep~etentaUon . ' ' 

of 1t at ·c:JevouJrJ.ft~ of tbe Sun or of the Moon by • fta.t,u'. He 

JU\hl.etlly c-JQ)os• tbe taU.ey tmdezlyln;: lt by IJ01nt1ng out 

the !lnpO&ef.blllt.y ot enytMnq ·cOJDint an~en· neaz \be Sun 

wttbout belnt rectuced to eshes,. 3 Mottu.tl'· nmarkable chal'aete%'1• 

&tic ie 'til-at rn~a.-1 y all of them wnte end preached ln the 

.language of the comnon JJJaoaee. ln fact, theeo sects, b.t.ng . 

lllGvemen .. of baaleally lOW&~ cotes, were. unlike the ninetemtrj 

ctm.tuzy refozm rnovements, con:ceJ:nod with the problems of mos& 

cu1ture.4 

tbut, we lee tha~ the pre-J:ll'1tieb pe:tiOd was neither 

eoelally sta;na:Rt not ~Ultu:&l1J decadent p bat omcal1y been, 

poJ.nied by colontel and llberal 1nt.rP:J:$tat1one. thie lG, 

f .• , f_ ..... , •.• JJl¥1% Q' HH IM 1 .444 

1.. Dnyatlmiev beldt ''A man apa.rt ft:om e~1ety 11 an abstraction. 
Tbe GOC1ety !\as 1tt clel.rn on blra. 1t la a man• e obligation 
to do ht& flOCial dUty~'· Qu4'1ted 1n D,an6eku:~ s.v., _p,easl.t•, 
pp.62-63. . 

2. Kulk&rnl, S~~ 'ibfif• Mew D.lhl, lifilN&Shtra 1ntormat1on 
Centre, 196 7 • P• • 

3. ii~.!t·• • p.2l·· 

4. Panlkkar• K.N., J!idU•t .\982* P•l1. 
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howevea-, not to suoge$\ tl\at. tht ns.neteenth .ce~twry awakening 

was more or: l.•e• eynonymuus with the ,P~e-81'1t1sb movementa. 

What 1a unphaele ed here S.e tha-t lndla hfii a very atron; in te-o 

11•ctual tr"at.U.tlOil of d.lseent and protut before the 8%1ti.sh 

lntaft'entlon, and the vt,ewpoin't that the .awa.tenlng lft the 

nlnettJenth cen~zr occu~z.~ eOJ.ely due to the weatem connections 

doe• no~ seem to b4Y• b1Gto.tlcel va11d1tv. 

Although po1y\!ut1em ., caate dJ.E;tlncU.ons,. idolatry, 

priestly domination:. etc~ cane under eevere J.n~elleetual attack 

ln the· ninettrtenth Gettt~l%Y' al$o, tho mov~nt •• <liamot.deally 

d1ff erent f~om the eighteen 'ttl centu~v ••vQJ. to 111 The pre-Brl tiah 

lndi~ movemen ta ~lveted th&i.# ettenti«'l priaw:1l.y • the 

,..ellgi.out ef,jle:-• of the eoclety. ibo ntnetoentb cefttury 

aw.akening, on the conwuy, (\lthou;b S.t did lay predomlnent 

eJnPhatis on tbe socl~u1tu%al p:Jroblems *' was concerned with tho 

rne;,aatructuree of .:tm.U.en ~oci.ety. Morecvttr, the pre..S:d.tieh 

~iil1g1®a lOad$S"D offe:red no. altern.atlve p:~rammev of •octal 
. -

am! economic nozganS.eotlon ot lndlan aoc:!.oty. Mystlcism, 

cenuno1aUoa of worlcU.J or bodily Pleasut•• &PlZ>ttual pu.rauit 

.m· teatl•tton ae tbo goal of man• a lllo constituted the 

cmval cosoe, of theiw thought.a-. Tukarsm, for el!nimpl.e,holth 

'*Sp1J'1tua1 Ufe is the mly good J.,lff' for men' S.t ts 
the end. fo~ wh1oh evesyth1ng else ulat•• •• Man' • 
epoo1a11.ty 4$ .. a tn.mu1n bel~fh therefor-e,11es in llvlng 
on the spl~l tual plane..-. •1 

' ' 

%n 0\l'te.l" wOJ'dt, ealvation weo aougbt 1ft • renunc1att.on• J:Gther 

than t.n J"eformaUon or ~ect1f1eetlon. thel.&' appeal wae mostly 

Gtnott.onal rethu tht#l reUona1-. 



In the nlne<Lecmtb ~·entoJY awakening the emphat1• &htfted 

t•om the &p1dtua1 \o the matenal, f:t"Q'Il other..worldllne•• \o 

tbt.s-wot'ldlineea, fS"om emotion to reason.. Pbu1e, for example, 

po1nted outt 

" Man shoUld not \fat.n1y tJ:Y to go to the heavms, · 
u attain a,elvat&on, or eee Godt tor all theao tblngG 
are lapoatlble, f4an. should, Oft tbe otbe%' hand. 
endeavour to U.ve the llfe on tb1& earth ln the best 
possible rnaftne~.••l 

lt l• Ptll01aelr 1ft the eftflneel'tng of tbS.s break that the 

Impact of the West 1n the fOI'metlon of tntellectu al ideas 1n 

nineteenth centuzy ll'ldl.a C4ft ceJ:tainly be attributed to. 

Ptu.baPI, the modemisatlm of lnttian lntellectval thought 

dus-l.ng the nlneten\b century was greatly the l'e&u1t. of tho 

East-west contact thraugh,col.oniallam. Sut tb.ls agaf.ft does aot 

explain as: to \Vby tho ewakonl.ng occu•od men 1~ c.tlf1• lt 

simply assesses the a"ol• !fJf the s.as't..We&t contact ln the 

tWOlutton of a prm\t.e.ult« '"" of tntellect\Jal thougb t. ln 

other words,. the lmpaet of the fiest was ope:ratlve cnalftly· in 

gt.v.Lng a Pd'U.culu natu•e o• cha~aets to the movement r.ather 
~ 

Vum lra ltt emes-genc:e,. .;:e enswer to the question' of the 

emergence of the movetn~m\ has to be sought PJ."lmully ln the 

context of cbenfot inuOtluced ln the cumtGPOI'ftl'f lndlan society• 

eeonoay and poll ty. Tbe ~ole of the lndlgMous lft\e1lectua1 

tJ;adltton has ~abo to be duly sPPJ'oclattd md 11nkld up wlt.h 

the ••J.Vlno lntell.cwal conectousne&s 1ft the n1neteenth 

centuiY• It t.s 11\e eppl:tcatl.on of only \hts method that can 

pJ:ov1de en eJCPlanatlon fo:r the h1a:toxlcal necess1 t.y of the 

movement. 

To c•c1ude1 the llbexd. hietod.cg&"GPhYt 1n&tead of 



· q\to&Uontno the C010ftla1 1rtterpretat1cn; on the E:!IDergence of 

the awakea1ng, has morct OJ.' lese accepted 1ts two baale ass~mP

U·ons -- n~e1 y, (a) tbe awakenS.ng was s we:s t.em-tapac: t.-and• 

Indian-response phenomenon, and (b) the eighteenth centu:ry waa 

e peri oct. of tJ.,cdence ~ w1 th ellgbt shifts ln empl'u;t&ls here 

md there. . Moa·eove.z, colonlallsm ln 11be#a1 lntupret.atlcn l8 
' ' ' 

not viewed a& a contVal·nt ln tho pr-oceae • but as an active 

agent of aoct.al er.d tnta-1lectual deve1opm.ont duS"ln; the pe·rtod • 

. L.lbel'al hlato~l-aftl ln {1Mt%d hOld that tbe &:r;ttl&h rule bad 

poaiUve aspects, au! th• linkage betwe&a lndia and Brt. taln 

tttough tolonl.elism wu beneflciel to the coutte of lndlan 

d&velcpnent. In &bon,. tbe.re it a ·lack of a cu:ltlque of 

colonidlsm in tbe 1f.b9r.al s.n~•p~:etatlOlh De hlatodag:raphy 

ba& ·tbue, under tbe hletoJrlans of 1tbe•al taue, aot made any 

r~a.ck•1• advance l.n exP1dnin9 ttto. hletod.·cal causau on of 

11\e movomenta tbere t.1 .no major det:taJJt~o u far •• tht.s 

ques:Uon S.o con:celfted·~ Mathe• sl.ontflcsn.t llmltatlon. of the 
' . . 

liberal lnterpntatlon 1• \bet It doe& not tnake a dlsUneUon 

between the sol·e and functlon cf t'lestem ldeaa at the aouzces 

ot thell' Ol'lgi.n end tb at vmen 'rena planted 1ft to a c.olony. Of 

late. tho 1Jbe:re1 ttendpotnt of thll prog-siv• tunc\lon of 

Weste'l'n ideas ln tho XwJJ.aa con•e•t h$$ boeft questioned. Tofl.l 

Matsui hold&, •sn 1ft(lla; uwJ•~ BdtlGb mte, often a doctd.ne 

played ·a CllffoJ~<mt :role, e policy toot e d1ffe~t. meaning fl'om 

the b&glnning"•' 
t- r . _a - ts;;•l)•n- l 8trr_tu *-* _ 



TblJJ ls, howevoz_., not to deny or uadet'fttlmate the 

a1on1t1cent cmtrf.bqUon mad• by tho llbe~:al hlstorlography J._n 

untle"re\endltlg the nineteenth centus:r lndlen awakening. one of 

lt.a major conulbuilcma i.a that llbe.-el- blatod.ans have bro.....,ht 

to ltg1\t a huge co:pus of facts about tho phenomenonll They have 

gs-eetly eolled on facts, and thdl' lnte,pratatlon 1& notcolouJ:ed 

by .ny- polttlc.al 401'WideJeti.one es •• the case wi~ that of the 

colonlel hte-todaM• ln, fact, it la tb~ liberal hlato•lant \\1:\o 

":ave aotua11y lft1Uat«t a tredltton of --d.ciam tn the study 

Of the lftdlan 1nte11ectue1 awakontng. AI a z.esult, '"' liberal 

blatodo;~aphf t; \'Uf dth ln l te collecUon of empt:rical 

evidences. Xt. baa thvs IH~en mle to P%epare the orounctworkfo:t 

fu#thezt ex-p1oz:atlon aJ¥i lntel'p.:etatlon,. -_ lf\ fact, 0Mf-~annot 

rna~e any further advance in leftdenta~lng the probl• wl tbout 

taking the help of 'he liber.al blt\o;rio;ttaphV• Mo~e a1gnlf1ca

auy. tbe majOI' ccmt;d.buUon of the llbe-t"al hi&tozlOgr.aphy l!.ea 

s.n, 1ta !ntu'p:rotat1ona: of" the nla•temtb c.entury lftdlen ideas 

encl .cUv1t1••• tbe :natUI'e of the aovemd\t, itt lt.mitationa. 

succes• and fal.lue. etc •• although lt hal failed t.o provide 

a .aetlsfactc:ry eap1anatlon tor their fi!lllQI(JEAC«h 

Tbe Ma~xht; bletod.og~apby on the awakening I.e relat.lvely 
• 

%etent ln. ltl evolutlont 1\ 48Ye1opea as ~ b1stonogreph1ca1 

'l'acU.tt.on mall\ly in tbe nineteen .. · .;.Govenu.,.. altbouoh A .ft.• 

Deaal• a \\lJOd whleh t.n~ a11o dealt wlt.b this question was 

publi.sh..a at· eerlt a8 ln 1948. Jhft. Dnal. susObhan Sa:.:kar, 

Aeok sen. K.N. Panikk.ar, sumt.t Sukar antS Berun De a.re tho 

cepreaentati_ves. of Mad.st interpretation on the nineteenth 

century awakening. 



!7 

Tho M•alst wozko. on the sUbject •• not a& nwne:rout 

ae tbe liberal Obee. AS tbe Mazdet 'hlatcJ:1oor8Phv has dew

loged tc~ntl?t lt began mdnly as e cd.Uquft of earlier 

Sft:'teiPX'e\attonth. twe, the bl:rtb of a new bistod.ographical 

tt'ed1~1on prGconeelv:es art attempt at demonatra·tt.nq the 

1naclequac.loa in the adttlng t.ntspratatS.ons. It const1tut.ea 

U\G fl•st etep into a hle'\siog•ePblcal depa~turth aut ttd.• 

hlntonog~aPbv bat la~gely -.mained contlfltd to erltictem, 

ana ha~J not yet been able to b10fisom into a fu11-fledg~ 

tradition explaining the ~auaea of Ute emtl'gence of the 

movement. 

Tho tnvolvemmt of ihe ••~JI1et td.storians wlth the cau1es 

for the ••rgace of soc1o-cult.u~:a1 eonsc1ousne&$: t.n the 

n!,neteen'th centutY baa been of a llalted na~ure, though they 

have tccuased atttAtl.on on the 11mttatt..cns of thl& eonsclouaneet . 

co ttdl as lts eoJUJOQUenc•• Foz· lnatmce, Asot sen• a meln 

empbadt 11 on U\$ fOI&Ile:~.:t 1 while A•fh o.et • e 1e on the lett.eJ~ 
St.u~obhan su~ baa .ebown some Wse&t .m .t:he quesuon. IU,,s 

vlew 1& as followa• .. 

u The impect ot ·the Brl.tloGh wlet bou.a:goo1a economy and. 
modem Weatel'n culture •• flnt felt in Bengal and 
P~Gduced an. awakening mown uaua11 y • t.he Bengal . 
Rene1esance••.3 ''Th• European trnpact was indeed a ul.vlng 
tone behind our awakenJ.ng• .4 

suecbtu.a s,arkal' hett howeveJ:, not mecte etlY further a,.tempt to 

« 1 · r _ t ~. u GJ~tr t a Ju _. , m:·n . _ •· • -• J _ · ' -• . 

1. 

a. 
see sea; Molt, IRtS1$&• 1977. 

see. De.se1, A•R·i~ IAS'ftUI'Spfi. faticm1NAft&2Di&lll!• 
Bombay, Popular re ehm 1 • rat 1 she4 . 94 • -

Sef'ka:r, suaobhan, a!a~J.!a. • 1970; p.s. 
W9 •• •·s&&•. 1919. pp.157-159. 



eubetant:l•te hle contention 1ft the conte•t of the changes 

1nUcd.uctd by ,_,,. 8~1tlah 1\lle 1n tbe ~..,al•teconomy; cul tuJ'Ot 

eu.,, wM.cb et'e intu~ct:ertt t.n bl$ statement. It let therefo~&., 

tto'i dea.lrable to accept bJ..a Ylewp•nt tn tow, as l t 1ac:kt 

lub&tat'lt1at1on. Aftft aUt the queott.Oft le not. t.o negate the 

lm,pact of the WG$1 englneewea th.-cugh th• ~geacy of tb• Brttleh 

J>Ulo lft lndla b~t to 1-oca\e'bl\ltO:tlcally 1he areas und•l' the 

B~ltlsb 1nfluen.Q•• the Cbqes t.ntroduced by the Brit:l.•h l'ule 

tmtl. th8·ir Pl'ee!Ge :to..\e 1ft· tMJ e•ol•.ttlort of tho lntelloctual 

40nac1outneae dudAJ the pe;rtcd. 
. . 

• 
Ar;, fu ea the other MO&'J1&t hlttedme are eonoemedt ther 

OJ'• unanimous t.n that tbe'\apact-respon~uJ•· Khema ln a .elmpl1st 
. "*' 

·tamceptual f~emewol'k tmployed to enalystt the evolution of th• 

tn\e11f1Ctue1 •aketliftf In nlne:te~th eentuw lndta.1 But why 

lt ls ao h.e$ not been eJ.atu•atod by eoano of them llke Barun De2 

and Suml.t. Sarkar. 3 Nol' 81\ altunaUve tD the· lmpact•respon.ae 

· schoma la euggeeted or 1tfa: llmltatlont bave been •xouoht out • 
•.•. d.81!U_I·. lita···--- .. ;_ MttJ1_pq.Jd .. _lt~J4 .. R'IJ1(fj11P 

a. 



Aft attenpt S.n thle dlr.cUon ls available ln the mtlno• 

of K.N. Penlkka~. Wh1J.e not totally dlsm1sa1ng the influence of 

Weete,.~n ideas ellS lnttl tuti.one tn the fo110at1on of S.nt;elleetual 

Ideas dudftg tl\e nl.noteenth centulf l'lfJ' h.a challen;ed the 

Ylablllty of the "impect-;~esponee" schomo. bKauae lt accoNs 

prtm.-y to the exogOilcou'l facto~••· to tbe ViJ:t.ua1 neglect of th• 

emJogenoua mee.1 MOft ltDPort.anUv ,ho hiS' que•tt. onw· on 
w ' ' 

anp1~1.ca1 o.oun«a thtt aseQ:nJ)tlOD that U\e elQhteen.th ccntu~ 

was a p.•ri.Od of de~:knes• aftd deeadWtC.fh, on the baals of the 

. facti of \he elgb teetttb centu:rv Indian $c.lla1 and. cul turel 11fe 

I)J:,. Pentkkaz- baa att«nPtal to' identify tbo •1ements .of dynamlsm 

s.n tl\e penocl befoae· ._ Bd.d.sb l'UlG,2 lt s.a to be emphasleed 

that K.,N. fenl.k~ otanU• dlt~tlnct lr~N tne otnel' Maalet 

historianS no' 10 muctt be;a\Hle of b$4 <~enunciation of tbCt 

Jmpae t-zoesponse fza:n.e¥.O:c-k at CDUCb bec&U6e of hls ettenpt to 

faletfy on MP1dcel ;:t~nd~ thOt b8alC ae.aumpti.on Of tbia 

f:tEtOGW02'lt tb:at the eighteenth ctntu;ey we& a de~k age. The 

inadequacy of the 11 lmpact-respon•ett sell.._ ls demonstrated 

by the f aGt that theM ••· an lndeoenout lftdlan 1nte11ee tua1 

tr:adi tion of dltGMt and p.rotest lt1 p~...SdU.eh time& • tba·t 

p•...a;rcttlnh XMla . .bad c.htflN.te potmtl~itAea fOI' social 

dev~lOP.mfftt. 3 HO'IIevu. 1n.- e"ttanpt to _.,baau• tb• P¥eva1ence 

1• P6Aikkar., K.N., S£rfJS•t 1981, p.1? •. 

a. &b&fl•• a 1.rt..&&•• 19''•· pp.a.e, shc&J., 1002. 

3.. ·~isJ •• 1915. p .• 3. 



ot p•e-Bdt1ah lndl~UIJoua lnte11ectual ts:adltlon of dt•sent 

ad p•otest itt older to decnstzs,te tne inadequacy of the 

impact-response f~cnewo~k. he often tmd• to 1ote sigh\ of . . . 

the fact the nlnetoenth contuay Phenomenon ·~ d1ametd.ca11y 

diffe:rent tPm the n..Sd..Ueh movamen1j,· and that tht.a 

exg.._t catuto\•· the~efoa, be atcetched t•n fa~. 
the Merxht flf.atodogi!&PhV IH$ t.bu$ ~lad• a d18Un.ct 

departu~e from 'Ule trod!tima1 !.nte·m~·otaUons on the etDO.zgenee 

of the awakenf.nv• Mos.•ove~, unl1k_, the 1S"-:a1 lntezpr•t•tion • 

S.t cloe• not eubecrl.be to the view that ·tb• Bl'l t11h :rul• was 

beneficial p tbe c;uJ.-el. and tntelJ.ectuAl devGlopment of the 

~ountry, Moat of thtP: Mard.G\ h1eto:r1Mf; tuwe viewed colonla

llem as e ccmstz-aint la 'tl\1• p.cot:d••1 tb• Ma.-xie' ht.aw.r1o-

91'aPhf haa,. however, et 1ndic<:,tt$'.\ eu1!e~, not been able to 

answtr ~he quos Ucu n What c:.sn b• sttdbut.ed to aa the 

hlatorleal cauaatton et the movetnent?n> the Ma.:.S,st hlst.o.cJ.Ma 

••• ln tact, t4.1eat on tbh qu.eaUon.. tllelt: muteneaa is 

P4fzha,Pe dt.ctated by the tact tbat tne~o t.e -. lack of rlgorou• 

.hlet.orlogxapby • tho aoc.t.o•"oncm1c and politlcal 1.1fe of 

nl.newenth centtu:y India. A connm:ing Matrxl$\ tnterpzetat!on 

oe to the h1storlr:a1 c,auaaUon of the awat&e.nlnt te hO\ possible 

unleac the li.l-ls1., ecenomie and pol.itS.Cel hlsto-v at: the ped.od 

Ae &Ja11ebU. Xn t act• the latter i& tl\1)· l)J'ec.cndltton fe the 

·. fi\lllO% develoflmG.ft\ of U'le to~..:- lt l• only then ont c• 

establllb: the inter-rela.tlon:ahllla betwfitm 1nte1leotual ideas 



aftd. eoclei &"ea11ty ami •-gest the hittodeel neteaalty 

ad.cb led to tbeS.~- -·-•u:a. 
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Tble .lt, howeve~. not to den:v the othe.rwt.ae noteworthy 

contribution of Marxlat h1stor1ant 1ft the understeftdlng of 

tbe nineteenth centuzv PhenommOft. they b.ave analysed dlffe

I'Gn\ ,qpects of the awakfftlnrt, altbougb tttelar attemPt centra 

*OW'lcl 1tU~ eveluetlOA .of the •l.g:f'd.tiCS!CG Of the rilnet.eenfh .... 

centuw Weae. : it.'IGI:Jban SeJ:tcU., fOZ' e~U, h• mainly dealt 

w11b the ldeaa of lndlv1dua1 lft\ellaotual# .ouch a• Ramll.Ob.ath 
. . 

·ttetozio·• RablNh:enoth t·ago:s·e, etc. wlthlb 'the broad t~emewor.k 

of the·· ttaengal l\en.at.esenee* •1 Bazun .D•, on the othar baed • hat 

analye-ed the queetion of th• appl1c~tlltr of the terat, 

"1\en&lesance!, fo~ the ninsr\:eenth centwrr phooGmfdlorl. 2 

Tht' 1~k o1!' dettA.J~ed and :dtOI'OUS hlstftteal wzltiags on 

the eod.o.eeOnom.\e and potttica1 .life Of t.tie ,;ed.cd aboul.d• 

however, net b9 e»tfJ!ld-' ve.~Y far;. and Uted aa a Ptt.matient 

• scapegoat' •· M attempt bas to be Gad$ ia howovew aket.cb.y 

a fashion to ~on&t%Uet a plctuu of tile eontcapeaty coctetv-. 

POlity and economy. Wo have td-.1 to prov:de In tb• next 

chapte~ a picture of th•, cbangS.ng •octal $C•naf1·o ln Mabs.r:aeb Ua 

d.-:rlng ibe ftlno~et.b cenuy. Tbo tdea to i'tot eo mucb t.o 
' . 

sntwe• the comple~e question of th.e cau•·G$ of the Intellectual 

an.d t,otlal awakqt.pg aa au:l\· to l.ni.Uate ~- diseu.salon -.atc.ta 
• • f 

a.rd.Vlng ~t an. unden:~in9 of the ~orh · 

.· · 1. s al"kar·, Sueobban, l&tt.,fi!:. t 1970. 

2 .• · De, Ear"'• '&tiLt"• 1971. 



ln the neceding ctuaptez we have suggested tha't the 

l.ntellectual awakenlnt t.n lndla duint the nln•teenth centu.ry 

cennot. be ~-ed ae bolng me~ely the result of Bng11sh edue .. 

tlon OJ' western 1cnpact.:l$ We have also vi~ that lts emergence 

cannat be adequately accounted ft>t: unlee& the hltJto~ of the 

aoclo-eo:onOJ:Dlc a1\d p•1ltl·tal 1.1fe of the pe~lOd le available. 

In th1s eectl.on we would attempt .. to draw a p1ctu~e o.f the 

actual bl&tod.ed COfltDJCt ln wbl.cb the social con&el.oueness 

ee.zged end OPII'&ted ln Maba$a•bt:ra during the nineteenth 

centul'f• The· feet tha·t the .awakening occur:t:ed at • time when 

Matlara&ht:ra, llke the res' of the eountzv~ was pas•tng through 

• .period of transiti.Oft mabe l.t t._.rattve 'o haw• futt en 
idea of the histqlcal context .of the movanent.befOS"e o:enera

lls1ng about. l "• M •ttomP-t ba$ also beran made to bc1ef1y 

dlefts.s the fot:ma.Uvo lnfluencee that went into 'tho ahaPlfttl of 

th• ln:tellectuale. the tat.,.ti.on 1s, to ~epeat. not so much 

to expleln the question. of l1tl emergence aa much to bave m 

ldea of the aoclal end l.n:tell&~tual background of the fosmat1on 

of the nineteenth centuw- t.deu ln older, to unde%Gtand the 

movement from e lu:oacle%' pe~:epectlve. 

Unfortunately, hl,otodoal tresea:ch on the .;oclo-eccnGmk 

and pollt.lcal life ef nineteenth centl,llf Mehare&htl'a :le Gt1•1 

Vf#Y liml:t.()d. TheJefore. 1t: ls not possible to place the 

lntelleet.ual movement 1ft ltAiJ total hlstorlcal conten. What 1• 

at.tenpted he~e J..e t.o G•«nt.ne the p~oceao of •oc:tal t.renafomati. on 

ln Mel\araahtre du,rtng the Alneteenu. century and evaluate J. ts 
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~e1.at1omhtp wl th tbe (Cne%glng eoclr)!!¥Cul tural conacs.ou&noss. 

A ~t.scusGlon of the P:tEI"•Ilrt t1sh soolo-eccmomle organieauon 

has been taken as a polftt of dQPar•e ln ol'de• to 1 ocate the 

nstUJ:e of change tme~er the colonial wxe. 

~~:ririSilb iMLad&alilf ... satwJm 
The hull of p~..S~ltiab MaharasbtdGJ'l socloty was agrarian 

economv. The ~al aoclo-eeonomlt ect1vl'U•a centred a¥ound the 

vt.11Q9e commun1t.1fiG.- these· we~e mainly tJu:ee sectionhof tl'lG 

Village popu.lat!.on thet conetituted the vl118Qe comrrtUtd.ty,vt.a., 

tllo cultlvatora, arUsans and trade%&, and the village officers f 
each one hev.\ng a &Peoial l.tnpo•t.ance tn Ute agrad.an aet-up. 

The peasantaoy e-ons~ltu\ed the latgest section of the 

viJ...J.age populatlOih 01\ the ba&l& Of lsn<f-Unure they WOI'G 

divided malnl? S.nto two categouett tile l.l&li!das;~ . and the 

BPSU• 2 tho fonle: wuo the owne• of the lend theV ·cul tlvated. 

The mkael tenure was tu~ndltuy a11d &al'Oablo. 1 A m.basa~ 
· · coUld not be oisJ)oe•oed of bls land Ulbile he con,J.nuea to pay 

the labd-t;ax. the 1iJ!il& 'l.mU" I:Jignt.tJ.ed tbe rt.gbt to cultivate 

the 19ftci& Which wen not on.e' e owa.4 1'\ waa held by a temporary 
·"'!' .. 

lease•· the terms of \\t"hlcb va~led. With the exp11:f of the lease. 

the uesdt cea&ed to have tJ\elr clam Qftf$ ctutle• on the lands. they 
cU1t1vated .• 5 M uparl wa$ thus a t.tnan,...et-wlll end 

~-· 
3. 
4. 

lbAd*• p.23, U3t pp-.126•136. 
Jbl~•• Pt22. 
i!l&d. t p.134. 

(,' 

- &. Dld• 



not en. CWMI" of the lafll he eu1\1vated. Village office~$, 

naneir Pate ad K\llk~i• wee malnlf 1n cbazge .of the uparl 

land, who leased it to othere fo%· eu1t1vattm.1 The birth of 

tbe upa•S. land& wa• given .malni•Y tly tbe f.eliu••• t>f the 

tnl:fatda• to P*lY'' tl\eli: l.and•ta•, and thus tbe conftscated land 

wao tuzned into UI>a~J; by the village off1cen.2 

Tben waJ • mme.:toaa. Pl'es>oM.ccence of the mlraedc& lh 
the v.UlerJe 1ifet the upads fo:nted a veJV small section of 

tbe cul t1vaUng tlae••· 3 tbere was al\va~ an at tenpt- on the . 

pa~t of the up.-l$ to Wlft tbeaeJ.v.eD .&ate> mh.aedsra, m1:ru;~&i 

t41fture belng an obJect of •vv.4 

Besides the two 1aftd tenures, tbe.ce wu yet anothel' ... 
·- ~ "~!\'"" ,, 

tile •tataa tG~U.tl'e•· The hl.(lhost. otfleen of tbe pargana(dJ.etd.ct) 

like DeshmuNl and Deshpande or the vtlla;~ffJ.cer• 11ke the 

Patel end Kulkarni wel"e vatsn-hoJ.c.ten * 5 the teJfil vatan 

elgnltle<t the benefits acom1ng to a ••• f~om tbe office 

or position he held ln the Poshwa' e l!dmlnlstreuont lt!lf!i 
~.. ~ ~· .. . ... 
'· 

tenul'e wae thus ehldly mt offlce tenue,. 1' wa& heC'editel'f 

1. 
a. 
3. 
4. 
t. 

'· 

~~tot• 
lbt.d., p.la 

~·· p.1S4 
ltllJ.S•. 
oesat, sudba v-.. , ~:f· "~'"tf\'Aiblf.BI.Jm&a.JrJ.t fi!Jlrta!• Banbay. op ar ra .e&.· an, 9. ·, P• • 

.6ll&d• 



and aa1eable.1 At the 1aweat. I'UilQ of the agrazian eoci.ety waa 
. . . . . . 2 

a fourth Gtl'atum, ttu.no~gh very small. of the landless labourers. 

They bed no right what:eotye~ ln lend and wo.r:ked: on dally wflgea. 3 

Ml~aal laRd Caft b8 conslde•ed a• pd1r$to property 1t) so 

fer as its be1ag beredttuv <$1\d saleable. lt was ·tonf1•ca'ted 

by the government only 1n the oese of ncrt•'Pevment of land•tax, 

or tha\ of not being claiitied: by th• tnl~aadd' oa bls kin for 

1:hl.:\y yepa.4 The mkadal' could also let bt• Lande to any 

othez pezaon,. belnq r.uuuJlf ans•et:abl• to goveJnment tor .rent. 5 

M the cblef functlon of tbo govemment wat mainly fiecel

the f;'Oll~tt.o• of n\tm.ue, aQd to a. VOtf small extent juc.U.clel·-

the malnttmance of fN!de~, the village •ODDU1J1Ues had to G·Olve 

au~l• p~oblerna Sntel'ftally., ~·u,"the% ocoaomSc· or adminlot~ative.~ 6 

The Gdm1nl•t~attve machtnel'y of the village CODUrlUnlUee comprised: 

\be Patel or Mukadt~~t, tb• ~1kazn1. the Cbaugola and the Mabar. 7 

Tb• Patel was ttte most itnpOJ"tant funttlonaay of the village 

adrl'lint.st.:at.ton. Ho was a govemme:nt se;fV:mt and held a pol't1on 

ot· free-1\Qld llJDd by Ylnu. of M• vat.en. 0'1" offltt• 8 Hls office 

12. c • _r ; k t ,~ ·s _ l _t a ··_uf •rli.t1i_ u_·v __ ...., 

1.-. WQ• 
2. A :Report by .E1Pbwtone, &t,ili•, 120. 

a., !R&d• 
4.. lb&f.•• p.U3 
f>. ,,,.~ ' 

6. D•st£, Sudhe v., AetS..b•• Pt.16 
' 

'• INII• 
s. iftiid• 



Qftd emolument• wore hwedttarr and tU!leable.1 The one who 

held the ten:lorlty-sh$1'G wu glV'G\ the tt.\l.e of Mukadem.
2 His 

· mat.n duties were to uee:naln end cOllect th• land-tea to~ 

tho gwe.-nt f:rC$ tho cul.Uvato:e. Ko •mt the enure 

e.oJ.l•tl-. te tho Ma:olatd• o.r d1etJ1ct manege~: unde~ 'the 

chaq·e of the ChG\ItUle aftd the Mahar. 3 

The Patel bad JDaglaterld cUltlee aa well. He could 

hendJ;e aln• offGnces bu't waa ttot allow,;c.t to llftpfte tines. 4 

caso• of mote eedou.s natu~• ife:te l'efe~:red to tho hl.ghu 

offltec•• the Pat.-i'e zole ao a ju4t.·ctal .uthodtv was more 

of .n. ubltl'at·oz theft a ,f\ldtfe• Ke was alGo t:eol)onslble for 

tbe eafetr of the Yll1ago~ and the vU~hfe Matte QJ: we,tchman. 

worketl umtor nta. !be Patel. was a vew powerful and 1nfluentJ.a1 
. ' . 

""oa ta the v111 age. H• wat not only a govemment aenant 

but atao a head of the village. 5 Qulte of'ittn he fune\J.orted more 

aa a cbt.t Ol' J.•ad•~ of 'the vlllave t:o:mna1tv then 81 a govern• 

anent ag~nt or ruxn1tlM•'. fbue ln biG dual capaclt.y the Patel 

ccmt>tftd!d botb lcgol alt1 'Uad1 Ucmel dtmlnatt.on. 

lbe Kulkaml ktpt .numeJ'cus .-eaord$ and ecco,unu of the 

vl11Gt•• fi,e ~ank$0 ·next, to Patel and 8$$1$\td ht.m s.n ble work 

of l'WU\U• cOJ.leeUoa~ lt. w• the dUty Of the Kulkamt to ke&P 

the ncOJda Of .the entl¥0 Ylllsge-lancla end thel~ cteteUea 
#r .,,_ ••·. _· ,_. .. ,- ~ II:I:Ui! ·- n r: t .- • aMs;r 1 o _ r_tMI\ _ 'tJII!J r 

1. il'U.• 
~. ItA~·· P~tl?. 

3. ~ .• 

4. i.*>ii ·• • .P• J.8 

•• KUl'lar., Aavinder, 9.2:dil!• • 1968, p.26., 

6• Desai, Sudhat v., U•S&.t•; Pt24• 
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deacd.p\l.on ~once::nl.ng tbelr st.ae and qualS.tyt the name of 

the tenant or: ,ownea, the te:zm& by \\tlt.cb 'hey •••• held, etc.1 

the office of the ~kurd. ·was al&o bet'edltaay and saleeble.2 

The Cbauouls.., :ranking Mxt to the l<ulkUn1t aati.sted the latteJ" 

t.n. the matlsterumcnJ of 'VlU age-retofdo. 8 lhe Mehaz w~, as 

&UJntloned .,.li•l"t a v~lar,e-wetclnnan. 

Al thO\Ifh the vllla;e · •alet:atott auch as 'he P.,lkl, 

~ultsnl, ~. • held .tena by vl~tue of '\hoi# otfice, they 

dlff e%ed from the ml~asdaro 1n that. th·tY paid no rent to 
/ 

gcwemment. Bft at the Gee time tl\oy wo:o ·a:uo of'en 

mtJ:atd.eJ:t• bavlng mll'u' tentalal ~lghte on certeJ.n plott of 

t:helzc l.mda foe whlA llwY had to pay HAt to goVGJfttTlent.4 lt. 

Is to be noted tbet the &ntemldlatSe& $UCb as tle Patel and 

Kulbnl consUtuled the dcminant ectlon of th• Pl!e-Sdtieh 

ru•et •Wet•a••a• the culUY.at:ORI had no direct •elation• 

Ghf.p with the gov·e::nment-, .antt. tt wa& tbese revenue-fer:meta \\bo 

PJ.~ovt.ded .tho llftk betwe• them and the oov••maent. 

During the Ptt..adtl$h dap the ml.raadaa bore the 

~o11ect.s.n responalblllty of • vtllag.e fe itt •ent.1 Once 

the r-evenue demmct batl he$a flaed tttnu;l't ~t:.UoUattOft• ~etttetn 

. the Pat.•l• the Mamlailiu end. tbe D•hmu"'_f_ it. was egatn the 

ld::eS.dttZ'O who diatJlbUteO the ·totel dtmSld a\- the vl.llage into 

the eb•e& of indlv14ua1 cu1tlvnton.6 Rent wae flxad according 
•• . n ·e-w ,... • i@ _ F@ t*J .• , nRrtOI r t_ -·••J _ · · u,; 

2 • 
a. 

'4. 
r,. 
6. 

t!Wi•t p •. 2lt Chok&ey• R.D,., lbA~ 6fJtm&VJ;. 1§1,§:r.~Pf§• 
Bcxnbay, 19Slt p.151. 
Cho.keer • R.o.,., J!R4:l~ , p • .l51 
Deeal. Sudha v., SB1SU•• p.2~ 
/.. Reesaln!lt, if.R1li:D812Df-• SWt&U•' p.ls&. 
Kdau,. RwJ.ndel", ~JU..cU•• p.uo, 
&add•. 
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'o the qual.1~y and extont of 1ancts.1 LMd tax wea pald 

a\OStlV Sa c•h.2 tho ntondaa.d of lend meesure was• however, 

not untfo.nn uni:lel' the Peattwas-. 3 

MOth.ez strltln; feature of the pr..Srittsb Manaralhtr111ft 

egruian et.~tuze was _.,. absence of 1endlordiem. 4 Although 

the••· fl oud.tbed unde;r tbe Pethwat a clQtl of ·larwled Cbl"fs 

or De$mnu~s (ell& iJ;ht sdm4ftlstrato!'l) ~ose .off1 ce was 

btr:ed1tar:y,5 the mejt~tl.tr ·of the att~1.m c1.-ses conet.&tEd 

' 

of m&ll•.JUtldtng peaaal\ttl. ·thes-e wd ab$ence of sharp econOid.c 
. . \ ' ' 

. dlffe-renee,, .and t."lo ujc!lty Of the peas~ats ·11ved on th.e 

ftlargtn ot $Ub$l!ttent:e. 6 their rnaed.cGl Pl'oPOndeJ."enc• J.tl a 

¥Jay dete%mlnecl the llmlted extent t>f matket ope~ations. 

subat•ten.c• eccnomv could n-ot p:rovlde flftOUOb PI!'OP to cor:u>et1 t1 ve 

market or.ganlsaUons~ Mother tao\~!' tea t.be .&act of develoP

ment of competl t1ve urke·t O·ftanl1.lat.ions ln the e;raz1a 

fft%Ut:tu~e We$ the natu~• of the J~elaU.on#hlp betwecm tho 

peasallts and the ant.t®al/t.~ading secuorw. the attl&,Mif end 

v!ll ete t.redel'c catering to the village n.- tren depenclen t for 

thol.t:.llvs,ng 011 the cultt.vatora! t'belJ,t dependenc• Oft them fOJ' 

1. Cl\ebey, a.o. • aa,sii•• 1950, lh29 

2. J&t.s!~. p.141 

3; i»4·. p .. lta 

4. A Report bV· Ul)btnatone, a 1s1i•• P•l33 

a., &ums, Ravlnch~l"t ~·• P-•12 

6. IRIS•, pp.2W5. · 

'• A .. ltud...IU.Jii.Rb4AI!AU• op.clt •. , .p •. J2o. 
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exle tence ps-OVided thtm .llttltt scope fo% furthed.ng independent 

econamte acUv1t1es., 1hue tile aJ'ti&anG eould no\ --~·• as an 

lndependen\ social g:t.>up tn pr....SJltish M.attarashtra, end ranelned 

e sM!vS.ce-.group. Sentce• tzom the •tlsene were zoepald 1n kind 

J.n the foa of agrlcultAJr:al p~Odu~e.1 Gene!'aliy, the mean1 of 

economic eJIChange wl tJ\lft the village was the barter sy&tem• 

money-eeonomy·. uosptt. l.tc beJ.ng edstentt waa not the dominant. 

mode of ucbange.2 aut ttte• the exchange occuzX"ed «a. the 

lnto~11lage level, calh ,teplec:ed klftd aa a meana of exchange. 
3 

Monoy.lending waD· done OA a falrly 1er:ve scele.4 
Rul'al 

lftdeb~ne;a was a wldeaneld ptu~nomenon ln Mahue&htzoa. The 

eultlvatoJ& d.epended on the rural money.lendeJ:& tor ae.Sa and 

capital. The money lenden could, bowevoz, not greatly huas• 

tho cUl t1'vato.n fo• the recov·ery of thell' debt~ because t.her old 
not have eny juddtco-pol.S.Ucal powers in thel• h&ncl$.1 The only 

judicial lnetltutlon to wtltdl they could ~al wa• the village 

pa.nchayat. the pancluapet waa the on1 y lM'\l tuti on Which dlspens ed 

Justke .ana· settled village dl·GJ'Ut••' ;·t waa an 8$$C!Dbly of 

village eldezs functlonln(J under: the chaimaftsblp of the village 
L { 4 ·. a u j u p-t- · 11 ; 11'A! r ; . ·.. v ., '- ~ • . ·rt< .uur · 

1. IBid• 
2. Desai.. Sudha, V •, 2JbS&S• • p.15 

3. iltld. 

4. ~ apa•t o.v .. ~lJ!hlpe)-9!'• AlbSlt·- !h120 

5• Kumar, R~OI"t "Tbe Deccan Rlote of 187&•, JJJi, Vol.,XXlVI 
No.4 1 Aug • 1965, p, .. 6.U.:S 

6.. oesal, Sudba v.,,, 84tSU.•• p.6. 



b•admaft 01: patel,. Iince the panchayet was doml.nat.ed by ~· 

patel and other lnfl uant1a1 tnembe%& of the cul t1vat1n; cla&sea • 

t.t otn.eJ>ally tilted ltt dftl•ton in f~ou%' ot the peasenta.1 

thus tho monoylend•• cauld -.p~opdate the •urplut produce of 

the cultivators lft, ••covecr:v of thelr debtt, tn;\ not tbel~ 

boldmts• 2 Titus the moneylenders ~-.aifu;ll confined to mane,.. 

lending acUvitles and. could not ~- J.nto l sndownlntJ claseet 

aa lt- happened undu the Bz1tl&lh lb• ~al moneylenders, 

however. a«~vanc.td only ~tnall loan& to the culti.vato~e. Tn• 

majo% ones were edvanced by ulban tftoneylGndes:s to the village 

as a comrnunttv undez tho tu:ue.dmanshlp oi the patel ln ordet to 

em able l t to fulfil itt covenue obllgaf:lont .• a. 

The ooclo-ee:onamlc o.rgt.mltaUon Wtl$ besed on the east-e 

eyatGGh4 l\ was caete OJdft' tba\ d.etemtntd eft t.ndlv14ual• e 

posltt.ora 1ft the s.<Jeloty• _It •euulated tb• nature end extent 

of $OCla1 1'-elationGl\lp by lmpoeiw.J many •·estJ'lctJ.on• on eociel 

lntesouzee. thea Cbitpavm Br~s:., .by· vlrtu• of thell' belng 

at the .. apex of GOClal bier~hy, dold.natMA the Mahddbttlan 

eoclety. Thef had mObUS.sed the lft$Ut.ut1Cfta of rellti..OR,tha 

edminlet¥a\1on tlld the ovntel&bl.p of 1ard•1 Tbe re!igloue 

O.tbedoq 1n th-e felt of B•atunanlsm ad C:1i&t01am gained 

1. 

2 .• 

3. 

4. 

l(tl.llfia,. Rariad• t OR:•Cil• t 19&5, P•618 

IRiS• 
Jllld• 
Cbok&ey, R.o •. <••>. , Jtbi•'·Bf•tt,.,Ul:>:J.W• 8anbay, Pnoeala Publleetlone_, . , p., .. ·. •· 

Kuma¥, RavJ.ncleJ't, Aa•S&$• ·• 1968• P•44• 
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la each a B~ahmift~om1netea &O(llaJ. or;anJ.aat1on wan$n, 

wltb' zegard to pJoperty dghts, weso,• l'ela;ated to a secondary 

poet tt.on. they bad no dgbt of lnberi tance to the property 
. . . . ... . 2 

of 'tbe:lz: fethez-1 evtn la the eb&Gn'J:f of btothe:-a. · Whateves-

pzoperty d,ghtla a wanan was ent~tled to lay •U•lv tn ~· 

p:eo"nv of :tu.t~ hutbaft<h 3 svm these dgbt& ••~"e limltod. 

ws.v-es ajoved only a dtbt to malntMante lc tbe1.1' husbd\d•e 
...... 4 

PDPO.-tlif+ 

tb:ei'Q was eufftctent epJ'ead of GGMI'al educ-ation ln 

p:re-Bri1d.flh Mabat'asht.a. 5 'Dlen waa a f.drly widQ$pread net

work of indigenous schools s..n ell pa:tl 01 •e &tete of Bomba,.. 

The Cl \y ot Poone. elorJe had the total o~· 222 $t:bool& •7 Thea• 

lnst1tut1M& weft Pl'1mad.ly of two tvPf!S .... i!L'R.2lLsl '-.t"tm&mz 
and· .IIM'f11U SSbAQ.l•• 8 the f~· ~a"td the ancient 

trad1 Uonal eaored knowledge and tbe let\e# ;r.strictcd them• 

e.e:lvee to the t.eacbln; of tb~ee Rt o -. Although the exact 

Plti::li) -<It ( lll_i 1 i Jlllf bl J U __ IJ_ J F. . -- ' i!&t ! ifi:ll. !tl _. _ ! I li ,- J 

a. 
4. 

?., 

e. 

Des& • .&udha v., J!Bt!11i• • J>.198 

lbte., p.eat A Bf"l iW•'I!tf.·iDia&ift sl&\& if»Jta, Poona, GOY ~0: .~ ay ~.r~all0~4J5i. p.3. 
neaat, Sudha v.,. .aaa;Sl&•• p,.aa 
Ji1d· 
PaZUleku, n.v •. (ed.), ftl.-!~ P.ii ft! BfSG'ft~~RI, ~.1 i,rfS•P:itl•• soucat ort~~i~r;JJss•I84~,~-ay. 
At . a · ..... · s · . · Houae, 19!;31 p.21. 

*~~~- IL&S»t.~ID B&MIJxit.l&l -'Dd!~l• &.•ci,.\• • 

1!?12• 
iNs&• 



stetistlco ot the Schools of Leamlng l6 not avail able,. tne 

eVldencea suggelt tbe11' •netence in all paxts of the State. 

Pooaa alor\t had .164· ouch scboole out of t.he total of 222 schools 
. . ,..... 1 

1n the ""'• tv. · 
The tu~entuy school$ we~e mostly PJivate v .. ntures • 

stan«'. by the teael'utJI ln reapmae to the local demand and 

were mat.ntaned with tne f eoe in c 691'1 o.t kind and the p~esen u 
glv.en by tb.e pupi1s2 Thev w•e optft to all mo could .tford.n _,, 

' ~~~~4'\.o-~ 

to pay fo» their acboolt.ng. exc•pt thot~~ the strong 

POPUla: .pzoejttd1c• againt:t tl\.& ecsu.catlon ot women reatri.ctcd 

their a-ttendance to bor.& only, 3 The ccun.e o.f 1nsttucUon.a """' ...... .,. 
· lncluel.ed zeading,wdUng and simple. a~l~mustt.c. The method 

' I 

of 1euns.n; wa$ th~O\I9h meaolf• as there wece no regU;J..ar te~t 

bootee/" tblldtm •-e~e sl•o taught at hG'nO by .e1tho tutoJ.S 

•~ parct.a? -

the total. hten:t of ectueetlOb ••• however, very ro•e.o~e.6 

women w•re haJCUy provided foaal lducaUoa, OJtCept 1n the rare 

·f·t_ lf&_l'_ I lil - Q u IPtl£' ·u t iiJ Jllil:l W. d. _Sial.lk'* 

'• 
2• 

3+. 

4. 

ift.k!• t · P•2 

~w=l'" Pawlekar, R.V.(Cfd.), !_ ~~~U~L!Ura2l!LJ\I .. t"" 
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Catet of tbt>&e fS'otD anatoctat10 or Mu~l!m femUle•! K:lgl\O% 

l&urt1tJCJ wu exelutlvety the pzl.VS.lega ot \he membe.ra of hlgh 

cat tel ~e. lducatton ln gene•al wet mainly e1ernen tazv and 

mWtn~.2 the lndltenoue ectucaUon waa, moreover, p~l.marUy 
:rellgloua, altbOUfb in tom• achools log14t med!cln.e and 

Phl.tosopby ••• e!,tto taught. 3 seculu school a had nevez taken 

.woot ln the vUlage .,,._ u lt had in Seng at. 4 the content 

of education w• devot.4 of emptudi$ Oil tolmc• .anc~. tecb.p0logy.
1 

Xt was 1(C(Jely ttodl:tl~ound, wttb 0\t~tress on l1teruv 

texts:, tl'tama#' and meta.Phyaica.6 J.a sbo~t• the nat!vt leaxntng 

was_ not ccmducin to the aatedal dlve1opment of the society,. 

to aua up. Manaraahtra in ttc p:~d:tleb day& ~·p~esent.S. 

a c1as8ic Pl'e-c&Pl taUot eocto-ccaa~le o~anleatlon" ln nature 

aad sUbstance. ~o so$i.al ftamcrJo:-k J.n, tnme of econcmy • 

. edu.cats.on, outlook, e-=• waa totally tradi:Uonal. The vS.llage 

commtUU.'\let were ·ecOftoanicaUy eelf•~llan·t and adm1nistzatively 

autoru:amous! tbeze was • lack of occuPati.Wlel and educat.iocal 

lt 

. 2 .• 

&.bJ.$t,•' p~381. 
Dea ol t Su.diU.I V • t 8tSi)• t P•l98 • 

fiR~ Rfi~tla loAill, &s!MGitldm.,Rt!'JllW2lh Calcutte, 
88 t P• • 

iJ!lf• • P•67 • 

Pa:ul .. · olttJZ't. J\,,V.(ed. •> .. •: ,S~f, ~.,JSYS&'Ut&Hl 
Sbt EU!lt.inss ... .af BSII.aU• ......:...-"-_ __: ... P• • 

I' Qnlkk ar: t K. N. * £Q•sl$• • 19821 P•2$. 

Desa .• SUdha,. v.,, aBtS'-'•• p.2s. 

I 
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dl"Yez&J.ttc;atl.on ln 'U\e aocial older. 1be- plllel' of the socletr 

was ag,toan.n oc.on•r• the l*•rwertue bttlntJ the meln aou~ce of 

suplua eauactiora:. the ulbtll' ocon_, la=.u~ly rested en thle 

agrad.M. GV~1~·1 dtbough lt had 1t8 ettn aepazoate .c.onomJ.e 

activities. Tlleze wat a lack of meanlngfa1 interaction be-.-.. 

the uzbeft and n1a1 ltfe, whlcb wel'e dlff.ront. in mo&"e than one 

way. While \he econ:Oldc ctgaftl$aUon of the ulben lifo waa baaed 

on ~n• «US Cl'afta,. that of the :UI'Q:l Ufe ••ted eft eu.Ltl• 

vauon wlih 1ltt1e aco,e fot- lu;~cde track~. the laek of 

J.nteJ:aetlcn between the • res.ntoned tb• '.JUral atructur• to 

acqui~e a world of lts own.. This Ss, bc-&tver, not tc .$ay that 

there was no 111\k wt.'l\ the ul"bllft· life at all.. The ll$J:ket, tne 

flow of e:redlt fi'OJ! the city to the 'VIllage, etc. were tb• . . 

feoto.re that r>nY1dtHi the mean• of lf.n.k ~ acted a;td.nat th• 

poseibllittea of vtll«.~e& betomt.ng lsolatttt communltles. .But 

the link being Weak ·could not lof.d .to - aetiv• PJ:®e•s of 

•vn•l91sUc lftUI'Kt!on, a facto. l$&!fttla1 for modezn. soclo. 

eeoaet.c develoAaent. 

A vuy $lgn1tlcGnt feature o.f tbe social oeenarlo· of p~~ 

ildt.leh t4enarasbtta 'flaG the at>Gance of middle claacl Although 

the potent1a1 fol' a middle elate botu.veolt development dld exist, 
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the illlaob11l tv of tbe caste oa;enl•aUon end bu~eautJ'atic 

d.spoUsm p:r"luded such e. deve1opment.1 thua Ule middle 

elaet elemenw tn tbe eocle\y could not bec:ome ·a et:a\lfied 

olde~· each tnd1vi.d.uel OJ' ;nuP having t~eedom to move 1n 

•·ectal spaco.2 They JeD&lned ctl.vldecl lnto wa'ter-t1oh t. sta'b.le 

group• accol:ding to the caiu to vllleb they belongedt they 

coUld not foa themeolvet lnto e unltaq mlcole olaaa eoc1e1 
~u~ . 

The enexgen.ce of e '"'atlfled. s~ta1 UdeJ e~·•pend«< on 
' ' ., ~ . . 

occt;ap'etlonaJ. ead edvcetl«utl ·diver.elfloa.tion mi.s~lng l.n the 

pr..OI'ltleb otzuc:tu.l'l• Land ncnomy end . .liml:ted education 

we.:e both obstnu:Uve to •oclal tuat1fle.ation .a the 

Pl'Ol:l.f~~atlon. of s~i.~ groups. But cao~e imPo~tant etll1' was 

'the backw~ctneaa of technolo;y;"··~the edstonoe ot a domestic 

: oyatem ol PJ"oductlOft, ·f•ota wh1Ch no tttaUfied .Ol'fle:r could 

mtl119e,4 · th• $mall-ecale hanttl~~aft pS:odlU:Uon effoned lltUe 

acopa f~ a multlpllelty ·Of eccrua:.lc aetividles,. Thos, the 

pr~x1tleh. ••••aaba1an s«iiCiety WI$ di.vltied lnto flxed 
"' . ~ ~~ ·~'11 .•• ~."; ""-i0,1f' "t ... ·' . ' 

etatus QretJf!S,. ttntre we:re, of ·cowra.tt, ln~tdiate ee:towones 

but no middle claseen. eluontu wblch fozmed. the beelo a>• a 

late: middle clas$ ;:"owtb on modem linet we:re, howev~r. not 

absent 1n pre-&r.ltlsb Mabuaehtra. the- were a number of 

functf.onal gtousm Whlch U. point of &nca:ne as we·l1 t1 :eepe

~t•Utty c6me nut to, .. ~e UWQ.$ ~~s$s of aristoc:tacr. 5 These 
t 

~r·'i~tftJift ·al W *' ·- •... l ltri:J· _ •..• 4 li __ Mt11h 4_,. 

1. Mlar a. a.a. • ~atll..~· • P• 9. 
2,~ 69&«\• 
3. lk&f· 
4 • !bit\ •, ,.P~ 10. 
s •. ~b,a.s., p.57. 



were tb-e m-.latd.ar#, •• petel• end l<.ulkalni~h pandlta, 

wdt.en, poeu, ete.,1 These v•o.,. lay .l.n between the 

deabmukbe or landed chiefs .at the top and the cultlvaton 

a\'the lowtr mng of tho soci•ty. 

?6 

Mehal'atht.l'a ••• t.l'cugl\t w1thin 'the cclonla1 g~1p in 1818 • 

. ttencefo•th,, it we· tnc~eesingJ.y put on the path of change. The 

d:ste, eaaetoJ:'"" mer ked e change not onl v in the· poll tical 

&ph&Je but also the oQglnnifto Of a tangible procesa of altere- · 

'tlOA lfl tht ovse11 IGC1Dw-oconomlc O.l:Q~t!.taUon ot tN!t :t'-~Qion. 
\ 

As • r"ul t• thfte g.Jew ~· new &oc4al .$\JUC ture 1n the rJ.n.,. 

teeth ;e;ilii~l:fi• dlffet~n:t fJ'C~m tbe Old 1n I!Ore than Q:ne Ylay. 

the PJ!0Ce8$ of t$'aMfontaUon W8&fi hGW&YG!'t Ol'eduel and 

long* tbe tpoct.fl'C o&tuatJ.on the lritftah wer-e tn1t1.al1y faeed 

with wouJ.<t flot aU..ow tbun to go S.n to• a drat Uc cb enge ln the· 

agrarian alh1suattoa of thO J"eolon-. Aft-el' the establishment 

of PoltUcel pow.a, \he matt• or pa-lmatr t.mpottance wa. the· 

eon.slderatl.on 0'1 the at.qUi.Ol UM·• V1oltmt and ·tib,wpt el t.e:ra• 

t1 one wen •. thnefote,. ott tne caMs of \be ·Sri tt.sb:, ~ol~cv,.aa 

'they lnvolvtd the fe«t' &I potentiel native ::eaction whl$h 
I 

would be detJ:ilaflfttel to the $tab1ll \y ot tho anp1re.2' ColOAlal 

refopnlatl' .taah1'V int tiated had 1DDen&• pot.ent:lall ty for 

p~oking p'QPtJ1o~r =WOl t.. Mountstuort Slphlnatona, tbo 
· ~~ ·: ; • lJ,n_-., xa·. r Ilk ·Jg ? 1 . · A. _· t' 1. _ cr_ 1 - _ 1 t 

.,,.. 
-6 •. 
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Gove1:noz of Bombay (19~&-1828); tht-%ef<We. etreaeed the pol ley 

of • eeutlon and contlaU1 ty :1.11· the p:oc-.s of eoc1al change' •1 

The p1aa was *' to show the utmost po&-&U>loe· modeJ:aUon to p:e&erve 

the t.netl tutlol\9 of the nnUvea. ttl 11U.a fiset aim was to 

l'e~onc11e aU those vmo wexe connected wl tJ\ the· adrn1nt.&t~atton 

Of the .PetJlwa govemment.1 At the e:a~no ttrne, be did not. intend 

to anatagonlee the 8&-ebnllne,. a powerfu.J. eecuon of th-e eoclety.4 

1bit "• however, not to totally dJ.$1l:l&& hls personal p!'efaence 

for e :teapec\ to iadlgeAOUt vaat.Uct~... •'hat .l& •treeeecl lG that 

ln the mat.teJ.r of policy he •• ,eeeenttatly a coneclout tool of 

Ms Ume and •d.tuatts. 

a. Aai.M&ID iCIDIE&t• UMe~ E1ph1nstone fto changes of fal'•:reacht.ng 

l.mponaru.t• weJ:e in·t.,oduced Sn the ag:t•&sn atructuze. aut, however 

11m1 ted 1n cc.o.pe the ftaturo of t'at1ona1lsatlon '*oduced in th.e 

oJ.d tyGten .. he cel'taf.ftly lald the .foundaUens of the B~l Uab 

ao•adm policy. the actual lttn\o of cult1vat1on end not the 

. elze of nold1ng was autde th*l batJls of .-evenue assessment.. 5 . 

A&&eosments wae made much ll'lOl':e t.tftlf.can Ql'ld clearly deflned.6 As 

not-ed ·eulier, Uft(le% the Pethwas laa-da w.,o apprised acco~dlng to 

the11" 11ae and qual-tty • ut•• uu'tdhyam mut kunittt.t, 1 and the 

atenci.-d of land measur• vaded from one place to anotbel'• Under 

the B•l.Ueb rule a unlfon PB·ttez:n of land tneatUJ:ement and revenue 
I! tf IJ _ I 4. i f . 1 W 

1. b.al', Ravlnder, S.lbs.&Jea, 1.969, P• 71• 
2. A Beeo..!).bX E.JehlDJ.,tol}!; Sllb''*•• p.J,V. 
a. 'bidu P• v. 
:: fll:, P•41' Cl'tou,ey.n.o.(Gd)t&llb&i&•tl94&,p.215. 
'• .A iJRP'l. br.i6ablDRifm.9• O.QeJli•• P•4l• 
?. Chobey, a.o •. , Mr'b•• 19!0. p.l46. 
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assesarnent was ln'-cdu~ed. Althouob tho Old system of :revenue .. 
col,lecUOft 'tl\:oug.h tbe Patel wet m£4n,talntd by' ElPhSns ton.e • • 

the •r"- pal.d the at~dl-tl Of tne· Gove!"Ml9.nt thZough hill, b1a 

powu wat contJiderabJ.y cuat&llea. the Patt·1' e ju«Slclal functlcms 

wse taken over by ttte· aewly J.nsUtuted coua-\a of Law.1 Hot only 

1he Patel• e-ven the DMfuntdfu; and Mf.Olatdss could Rot z-et.S.n 
' . 

tb-eu fOZJMU: powe~ UftdU the a,..&Ueh alle. Now t.be1J" obligations. 

unilke <luling tho Ma»atha a<~e• W&Je cle>£«1f defi&«<• end they 

••• &Ubjec.t to :rigld 1Ulee.2 theb tOSts: auton.oar of deetelon• 

maklnt :reva%dlng ~eVStte as.eeasment- EA"Ci ·co11octloa was taken 

away by 't'.he Bs-1 tlsJl GoveJ'nm~n.t. 3 Thus tbt- new aye tem of la~ 
.-evenw edmlnlstl'atlost tebbed most •f the tradl.tlona1 powe•s off 

·tbete ln.t&Jatdierlti ., 

ilpb1ns tone i.'a his Hal f.OJ tll•lQtaftln.g the nau ve 

lnstltuUOils ·U,Pbeld the J)aftchafd$• H~•~"• ther· ceaaect to be 

effective $udlclal Ol9Sft and- they ~ .-e ailowad only to reeolv• 

td.vlal ls&ues/1 He euperlmPoaed UpOn than an 1mp0t.llng atzucture 

of coun,. of law .tllch 4lapeneed $us tlce acrco.rdlftg to Wes te:rn 
. & 

leg.a1 p~:lneiplea,. · 

Elphlrtstone was au,coeded by S1• len' Malcolm a& the Govemol' 

of 8011\bey in 1821. the ••lay of hie Govebecht.p marked a cleu 

. tt.:eak ,with the t•adi~t~aJ. _.~nu• •va•• Rebel't Ke1'ih PJ<1ng1t 

, ~troduced ttt·e RyOtwarl system ot lM~evenue tn .Bombay, a 
.~ r·· 1_, . L. • • .ill:~ t_· -. r - 1, - _:_· _anjl 

' • !J?&s&e-• p.48 .• 
· 2. JCumaJ>,Ra\~fidel'f Ola.Sl.la; 1968t P•11!~ 

a. &bU.. 
· 4. Jiidat P•·?a.-

5. lS!&S!& 
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· srs tell fln t lid. tla·\ed 1ft 1~0 by Slr: tbunaa Muns-o, ·the Govcnor 

of Mad%a&. Tbi.& .new 1¥Gtarl moant indlvidual owrutzshS.p of land and 

the eyst• of fJ.aed JnCI'IOf payment& to be< :ma:de by the indlvldual 

landed propJlet.oJS.l Ao noted earlier• under the P•s·hwas t.he 

cevenue d«~and was t:laetl tt¢ough neooUaUona between the Patel, 

the Mamlata• anc tbe Deah.tm.tkh in which tbe~:e •• always a chance 

ot VdlaU.on ln tbe aseeeement. Und.-· tb~ Brl tlab the ~evtnue 

den end one e t.ued could not be change<l .-ecrd1no to the will of 

f.be· officers coneQ'ntd •. MOI'eover, ln tbe Ryotw•1 azrangement 

'the p.~op~letory •lgb\s of the peasS~ts WOJ'e inaltrmable a&: l-ong .

they patd the ,_.GV$1UJO and •enowfd t.het._. .a:trahgGmt;ftt$ everr ve• 

w1 th tbe GOWJ:nm.ent.2 NOW tax to be palct by the peasenta wee 

f!Jced by the eover:mu!n)t otftcca ot revenue. inet.eeel of by the 

Patel, Mamlatdu and Deshmuldh Tho sva·• ot l'evenue fas-ld.ng wet~ 

b%ougbt to an end,. and <.ilz;ect ae·tt1emeats ••e made wl th the 

a-yot•• 3 Beslch~*•• the co11eet1ve J."e•ponslb!llty of a village for 

the payment of revenue wae ftplaced t.y tbe lndlvt.ctual •espons1b1l11 

of a Peaeant.4 au• tho new land settlement elut.ftatee the 

ln,teJ#edtarlee, the domiruu'lt section Of the· P#..Sdtleh cu•al 

edmlni.Gtratt.on. 

The avowad objectS.v• of the Government was the attainment of 

m.ateJ>lal p~ospe:.1ty in general aftd the t·•tering of a elate of 

-$'lcb peetumte tn pai.'Ueulu 1ft w~al Mahata&htl'a. t Tbe precondl t1o1 

fo% the material s-otpedty Of the mral aociety was thought to be 

3~ Chok$ey,a.o. • &•site• 1950,. p.4&., 
4. Kuma~. Ravlnder, Qlh.QJ.'l .. • 1968, p",UO. 
s. Ibid•, p.lt1. 
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l.ndlvldual X'e&pOM1b11itir end 1ndlvldtla1 lnlUaUve, The new 

~evtnue ai'J!afttemmt wae g ee~eci. at less t at the 14¥ol of pOlicy • 

to lnatllllng in41vldual ac.qut.•t.tl.veness a11ong '\1\e agnc•Jtu~al 
. 

population. l.t teem&, boweYSt that tt. idea of prov1dtJl; a 

stable social bue tO# the Bt£ tt.eb zule by et1mu1atS.no ;t,be growth 

of ,rteh peaaQJ\ts wae no leas d.ecialve. V.'hetever tb• underlying 

objective, the notion ot private p:ropeny w.ae .made a $OCla1 

l'ea11ty J.n the J:ed s.we. of the tent.1 .P:o&GartU were tbue 

at&.i't'l11ated w take pa~t ln mu:rc.et ·os>ESatl0119 on a more eaten<led 

ecete.2 

the J<esulte of tbe SdtlGb zceveue Polley J.n Mabal"esl\tl'a 

were·• bO\Vevez, not cong,.•& to itt &vom!d ~.:Je.ctlva. Ove~· 

e&&essment of land l'evmue3 .~d the d.go•ou• metboda of collecUon 

without •espect w c•p f;cndi ttone "eul'ted eventually ln 

ag~"ar-t.an ml.tcy ~ethel' tt'Hth P»Ospe::ltv.4 'lbewe we& e g»adual. but 

P8%'Ce1pt.ible lnc~ease ln 'the .revenue coll·eetlon ovel' the vee~• 

tt\l'oUJbout ~· regl.OA~~e .fl1c.t•1ea11r $peald.ng, tteaw ta¥et oo 

we.\1 along the cOlCJllal edmlnietraUon., 

1~ this ls, however, not to deny the extstence. of px·lvete prope~:tr 
dUtno .. t.h-e Poahwa time,. Ptlvete PZ'Ol)St1N did eaiet but not ln 
lte total senloG:t Tbe mlras! land wa eal•able but the mlzt•sdar 
had to take the ·PI'lot peamteston of the Government before &ale, 
althOQOh this •at net staictly followed. Undet ihe BJltl•h z-uJ.e 
the aele of Jalld end ptr·oduce ent1&>o1y depended on the indlvldu:a1 
pe·aeents.. . 

2w ~., B&B& i¥ i&r&&I'.\HIJilt..Ur,il&tP•44• 

.a.I!!Jlt£i=il:ftif&:ht!·~~·um.sas• .. £aae;·a Pl . 

•. , _,t,·r··BW.-~.·-· . ·. '.mMNPiDJ~.arl. ~:1.1& at,.at£sr211t,Hil= 
• • • 

5 

• • 5 m. ae . · 5 , p,. • . 
s. _imDlt'' acu.oue.t~Smia&was&m .aaeaa • .lft!f:-D sa. IID::tt-'(n.d. > 



The 1r&ev1tablt reault of the S~:1 tteh ,Qg~arltm policy aad 

r-actlce was the mounting indebtedness Of 1h• peas.ents.1 they 

were ·J\elpleeol y driven into tho clu tch(J$ of mone,lende:te 1n 

order to meet ttte -..evenua UeJUildt. Mon.G;lendlng in :ural 

MebatashtJ:.a I'OGe pbettamonally durln9 the ;tineteenth Oetttut'f WUIGZ 

\be Bri.Ush rule.2 The position of moneyleftdtJ'G wae ftu:tbe% 

but't2eae ed by the l·egd P#Otectlon vi\1-cb 'the new legal fr-amework 

extended to- the.· They cculct flJ.e civU tulte egalna~ the peasants 
of!!o. . 

to r$Clalm tbGll' <:.ebtt• .:i the paa&.anu• lgnot'ene:e of the 

complexl ty of the Judi.clal .-egulaUon& and opezat1ons fu~the:r 

gave the m.onelendo:-e an. upper b~;na. The sltuatlon was eucb ae 

would neve glve them • chance of lo&lh lf 0\-el.l- .loan wac l'epalch 

they b--'lU«i ftOta e b-lob X:ete ot .lnie.Jeeta if not repaid, they 
woUld get tl\e pe.aa.onte.t lan,o tt¢ougb c gow,nmea~ ct.e,;oe.4 

tble apeelflc .eltuetlon pl-eyed a cwclal tole ln the Pl'OCGS& 

ot the r•tau-eturing .,, coclal :r•loUanc i.n :rus-al Mebel'a&btl'a. 

Thle i.s, howwez, not, ttt l:dnlmlee the important functions 

perfozmed by otheS' fac:to~s. ln fact, ~he tole played by the 

fectOI's such as eex.tended aa~ket lfttebant.oms., tr.a~-.por\ and cC811.1n1• 

cattOft, u!ban dev·elo-pmen,t, and the tne~eaee of z.aak~ban 

1nte.ract1on wee· no lees slgn1tlcan\ .• & With the 1ntr0ductlon of 

11oner sa the ctom$nmt mOde ot excnaage and the gtowth of malket, 

•• 
a. l<umaJ:, Ravl.nde~. &b!OJJ,f 196!$, p.-6J6- •. 
4t Natat:aje.n L., ttMGtatb.a Upl'l$1ngJ18T!\" 1n .~.R.DBf.ud. (ea.), 

tus.et ikM2al.,t..J.D...Ieii&& BGIDbey, OJtford Un1v.P&"eas.1979 •. p.l60 

·s. Tbls could not be $lebora\ed as the available GOUl'cea, boitl 
prlrnuy and s-econd6Jlp, could not provide mueh help., 
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v11l eqe economy waa ltnlted up wt.tb. the national and wo~ld econoay 

at large.l Now the peasant& too~k tbe batvea\ed procluce lnto , .. 

local anal'ket• and not to· the l·oceJ •baniYa' • 2 
1be development 

of tronspC*\, g~oater lftteraett.on t>e-_.en \be utban mel ru:r:al 

at.wetures and the consequEnt elrcul•tton of goods and servtcea 

wel'e typical t.ndUCUJ'I Of modern ma•ket t•la'tlent .1n the 

agl'~lan stwctuie. 

The enhancement of the moneylend~rs1 power and pt>a1 tion., 

boweve:. prO\•ed a catalt~St in the p,totes~ ·of tlo;;.s diffe~enUaU.on 

1n the agru1en arena. Del'e acc'ZUtd er. enolesa chain o.f 

dlsposseatJlon. Of peananttr" land$' bf th~ r:toney1endera.. Thlo cen 

b& asee:talned by the nwnbel' ot clv.l1 suitS: ft. led by them to take 

pcesessicm of the peasmte•· lend! 

1851 1861 l86fJ 

Abrftednag. u 98 318 689· 

Po one I Ttl 282 632 

ln nearly aU tho cases the tesult. of .t~teial ectloa was the 

t~ansfe~ of ho1Cllngt f~:om ·tJle owner-cultJ.vetoze to non-cu.lt1vat1no 

money1ended"·•4 ThUS tJ!ae new legal. . art:ngart&nt went a lot~g way in 

tuc.nlng the moneylenders into landcwnen. The mCiftey.lenders had 

sufficient educaUcn to understand the law and 1;be proeed\ao of the 

coune, and they could manipulate the co&et in their' favou.s:.1 

... . ,T T 'I WI li'ir 

l.IUCiti~::B!:il:'."g.i~~~l4MbE&Il G~!SW~ 
2. Ia'S. 
3. Nataraj.aa,.,· L. • JU!tStl.a .p.l60 .. 
4. Kumax, ftavlnder,.taaeu,. 1965, p.611:. 

-- ~fo . 

n. timfdf, 'itLAUJttb!','t.I!M la~lalD~j •os . .6iauJdEfl# 
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the lltneflenderl dJ.d not, bowevu,. eng_,• tbemselv•• tn 
~ .; 

a;ricultutal. ptodUct1on1 pazoU.y becwso of thet.r ceate reatbic'tton• 

anct mainly because of theia allu•ernent of moneylendl.ng ae U'le 

most 1ucraUve &>uslt\oee~ They lot thO lmds to the fumer 

p:opztetoli8 1 and epp~opzlat$d tbe meja~ cbunk ot the au:rplua 

Pl'Ot'tuee for: tbemsolvd• The 'tNntfe•· of land wee so all .. embS"acS.ng 

the\ neuly &1.1 :Old l.«Md$d pr!asanto,. iJ\'en patola -.d the pr,lnd.pal 

cul Uvatore • vJeJ:e :~:eddCed to the statuo of tetants 'Ul.lln·g the 

flelda of the moneylendea.4 thus came Mto being 'ab•entee .. 
landol'dlsm• and lawg..Scale tenancy in 89d.Cultu;ral ~ultlvauon in 

Mah.a•asbtl'a• 

The ""klng. of the colonial land policy alao stimulated the 

OI'OWtb of l'lcb peeeen.ta b alneteentb cont.urv JAabal'athtaa, 1Jlthou9h 

tbelr nUQI)er was ...,,, cmat,.2 Tb.e l'lCh paaae.nta of nlneteetltb 

oerrtta1 NebQash'tlra wee, howevar, not CbPltalist ag:tlcultu~••• 

TheH waa no 3. axvo.scale aceumulatl.on in the ta§l'•ian sphe:re nor 

wet there any· ea;lta1i't-at1on of ag:z1cul'W.Je du•lng the whole of 

the n:lneteentb centUJ.'Y• But a e:ectlM of the peat.aft,ti'Y .tid 

eccumulate m~re wealth du~1ng tile periOd• Thev cul tt.voted large 

flelda of eupedor queUty and po•a•ased adequate ot.oek and 

capl.ta&. .• 3 they aieo oceatit.mallv ~ioved other• on theu fleldt 

. end can be r egiild.ed as independent. rn• bit ,peas an- wue ,bowevs • 

ec·1lpsed by 'Ute tJl'owlng ocmlnanee O'! J,amloJ'd-moneylenderth 

Another claso th~t ~~9~. out, of the <tol.C~nial ~.ras1an p4)1icv and 

prac:tice was that of the lamiless labou~ol:s.4 

l! Ktear,Rav1nder • .f.l2.t.Sll&.• 196!>• .P•~lS •. 
2~ Johnson, Gordon, .QIIs&1t ,p.w • 
.a. lble' ... ·-4 •.. »Wk 
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. . 
the paapez=lsati.on of the majuit.r ultl$-'lttlly J'e&ulted in the 

events of 1815 known aa the Deccan. Rlot~h The opp~es.secl peataftUV 

l'otfl in •evolt agtd.flst theb oppzeaelng :elass • the landlotd 

money.leftden-. The ceaul' wa~ the pasai~t; ot the Deccan 

Aort.culturista R.•llef Act ln 1819 .• ~:eet:rlcUng to an extent the 

transfer ot peasants• · iends end resualtd.ng u••r•1 the ACt 

could not, boweveft 1'e¥eBe tbe· d1recUon of the em.esging trend 

of change 't.n the ag:rtrrian nt~etvJ"e.2 

The GVOlvtng· soclal classes ln ~UI'al, Msha~ashtr:a dul'lng the 

ft1neteen1b ~entur:r can. be lta:~acllr ~1aGs!flot! into threer non

cuJ.·t&vatlnQ ClaSS Undet' Whi.dl fell the laldlot:d-alotH!yleruieP• 

cu1U.va1:1ng land oocupenw of r.nich the ~lch peasaou. the •m&\1• 

holding .peoan't$ end tenants broadly forl'O«i the meAn plllan• and 

agdcultural .labotaere haVtng fft('lu•o~•• Ol' no. land. 3 fbe percen.tage 

ot the fits\ to the ,:hole of the rural ~ula\J.on wat x:oughUy · 

2.12, iJlat of the second ?T.6·s and iht: tblcd 20.20.4 tbt.s p:l.ctttte 

·to valles tor the most ot ll.ehel'-btre <lu.d.ng tbe rd.nete•tb centua:Jt 

To conclude, the •ezvlng agl'erlan stweture was not t:ht 

logical chrve:.topment of the ne-Brltlab sctlo•eeoniXbi.c set-up. lt 

was la~;gelv the pro®~t of the atneteenu- eontuty~ co1on1e1 

eg~arl.an policy and practice. On.e. of the s1gn1.f1cant feature• ·~ 

the c:hangtng agr~1~ eeen&rlo in MalHlJ"t\Shtl"a wu tb& emeqenc• 

of a cla&t of 1andlo~-xnoru'lylencles:s, tiU't f'cund an a cl~so in pre-

2. U' .. l!l<tlf! 

3. W.dtt p.l. 
-4·.~ 

.s:t2dii$.A\t- i>• ••. 



8t'1\l&h dap. the (J):owth ot ~lob pea!Jartts wee ano11\u tlgn1f1cant. 

devel·opment, although ~l'lcultu•e dld not go cap1t.a11au.c. t~e 

,,owtb of .lanctlo:d-tlu:neylende:ct,. the rloh peastint.s and tne smell· 

&C4lle peasant PJ'Opxlttt'OJ'a "fomned the three aain te;aenta of a 

newly evolving social ea\egol'y called the landed middle clasa 

tn n1netGentb c~ectusy wral Mah4reth tra.1 

Changes !.D the aunl eoet.ety such as 'the tubstl.tutJ.on of 

custau by 1awt the or.<.r~rth :.tf a h1t;.4hl'1 eentrall&~d adln1:d..~t~7Bttve 

fJPP:tl•atus, the decU.ae of ·the functie»ns and .tmportance of the 

tl'adl. tloftal v111age -;OMnutd tS. ~a 1 th~ q.11mlnat.loo of the 

ln termedlo:d.•s• etc. played a g:raat ;role !n encoui."aglng a middle• 

class vrowt.h tn the agtartan ae"Sa-.2 the BJ:<i.U.sh aorarlan 

moasut'es shifted the· bas1e ot the soc!tty fxom &tetua to contract 

and created eon<ltti~ fo~ '8Cclal m.ob1Uty. 3 MOJ:e. tlgnlflcanUy, 

ohanges ln the I'Uatal sptua~• hlld a d1r:eet beadno on the change& 

1n the overall eocl al structure. the new J:evenue la\lllt, the 
' 

czee.tlon of private proprs:t.y in land end the fxeeclcm wl ttl wblch 

lt could be allen a ted J:esulted 1n an unpJ'ec eaented ln-c~eeaa 1n the 

v01~ume ,of Utl.gaUon. thta prcduc.a a CO%'#e8pond1ng lnctease J.n 

pubUc business which neeessi tated on 1:bt one hand hte~arcbiet of 

otftcla1& ana on the othe:r P%o.fe4elona1 bleruchJ.•a of lawvex-.4 

Both swelled the twmbel' of the modem educated mktdle claa• the 

study Of M'tit:;.h \\0\lld bo tho focus of attootlon ln~ the· etibsequent 

cU.sttus s.ion. 

1,. Misra. s.a. ~.-s&S.-t pp.Jw~a-144 •. 
a,~ lb&sb.t p, e.~ · 
'·Wk 



b •. JI~~D.t'Uilt The .main economk ac-tlvlt.y in urban liehca&htra 

oeatted -ound commetco end c~afts f.nm ;w..SZ"iUGt\ days. Banbay 

hod becm a centre of c«nmetee elnce thO' eeventeenth cel\tut'V• The 

B!"t tieh fl.~st aequ:ll'ed Sal!bay 1ft 1661 e& t· dow.tf ot" Catl\ed.no of 

ltOJrt\19al to Cbe;:lq 11 who eubaequcmt.ly tr•sterteei owne~lhlp 

to the East 1nd1e CODPDIIV ·ln l66s.1· Thus was staJ'ted ttto 

comme:ref.al activity of the Celllpatty tn 6anb&y. The penetration 

of the COtaP.Jny 1nw th~ t~t-rtlel ac1ilv1tit'e of th·e e1.tl" wss a 

elo.n1f1t;~f. lendma:r:k for the d0velbpm~t of Scmbay com:netee and 

the tventual evolut:tan cf ~cmbay into .!) ltOdern metropoU•· Anothex 

,;tgntflc nnt flter. towalrd$.3 t."te covel~.ent, of B~t:y commc·ce wa& 

the txanafer or the beadque.t-ten ot the ¢tmPm'lV tradft from sura' 

tol!tbe tcleneJ~a TtnJ$ Sombty wll& put on the path of g~eduall'l 
developing 1nto th·e eh19f cenua of E.ng:llsh ccmme~ce 1n western 

India._ lt was, howevu,~: mainly durJ.ng tb~ S~e:d.~ of· Sz:1Ueh 

politS.ca1 dorrd.1u'lt1on that t.."te. commercial. ue-velopmen.t took plate 

l'athe: PI'OPi tl.Oh.&ly. 

lnttt.ally, the CQ!peny ~reaUy <le~nd.-d on the nattvo 

canroe:clsl contnunttte& for their coope&'atlon ln otdeT to 

c~un1~ate wl th the Mtlve populGti.on to~r th• p~rpos~es of 

.but.rinese transact~Als.• Ovt1n9 the grfJet- put of the ntneteentb 

cent.u.ry thle .:omm~Jmal pavtner&hlp was .melntain«l, end tbo 

eventutal tJ.tOtvth of .a COJ?lmel'Ci al. middle cl.a&e 1n Meharn&htr.a wat 

greatly a1c:ta'ted il¥ theU co:a•J"Clal aseoct.atlon -wl tb th• srs. tl&th ~ 
""1111 • 111 uJ ' 1 ru f? • 1 . Iii 

· l•lJlG...ii.JiL1SS ... .i& .. &.&~££.~·i,Z,I&.Jii4GQ•Vol.l, a flnbay ,1909,p.274. 
··a .• Wfk .. , p.401. 

· 3.. Debbin, Cttd.Ci tlno, ~~a....a.~il&llllii--Mh!l~;t.;~;u..~~~~~IIP 
. "'·a !?: OS 

. 912, p •• 

4. 141&~4h &.&., SRaSUa.• P•13.ao. 
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The ped.Od between 1818 and 1870 waG a period of tho 

Clty• s urtpi'ete(tented economle developmen.t. lt waa 4utint this 

periOd that the begiMlngt of modem tta:nspon facl11tles 

weze ettabllsJ:u~d, ln"teaationel trade connecUons were developed, 

and the ground was lald fta the deve1opmett:'l ot modern J.ndut:rl.ea 

ln ufttan Mabara&htl'fh 1 ln fact, the 1ntJ"oduct1on of tt:ansport 

.netwOl'kt panl.~uld1V raUway&, laid the lhfl'aetructure for

lndustrlaJ.l&atlon which lnevt•at>ty followed t>y the end of tht 

nineteenth centu!f• 

Canmerce dul'lng 'the ped.od paid •tel\ dlvS.dcmd~h lt led 

to the accumu1ati0ft .of wealth and eocial :1ftfluMce 1n the haM• 

ot 'the merchants. A· dl~teot corollary of this deve1opaent was 

the t.nfus1on of e sense Of eQmftetclol tom,eu tlon in tbe ul'ban 

ecoitomt.c ePheze.2 Tho main factors which conu1butecl to the 

g""th of commerolal t;apltal ln Mahar~ht~a were, to mention 

a few, the aueavenc• of Jolnt-atock pd.ntlple, the eatebllohment 

Of bank$, etc. If the fomor helped the process of c•ltal 

concentratt.on,, til& J.attu- p.-ovld-' ·111 added 1mpe'tue .,. that 

proc.ese. Tbo Bahk of BOIJi)ay was estab11slled 1ft 1840, to· .ba 

followed -Y the Bank of ¥leetem lmtta ifl 1842 (zenamed in 1845 . . 

ttu~ O:r1entel ll.anld and.· .the commercial Bank of· lncU.a ln 1845.3 

The 1ntr0Cluction of momen.tery unrJI>mity on .an a11·l~la level 

or:eetlv helped thl& dwelo,Palfant. The coinage of India was made 

1. Mont. a • Mo.r:rlG DtiVld, ~!.121!$!1J.~~M-41\~~I!l£lj!6 
*'~~~c~···~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2,. 

3. J!l!Q•• p.2ea 



unlfoS1D 1n 1835.1 

Tbe .leading mezchants did not conf1M tbems~· ·Yes to onl~·-· _ J 
· · im oU.~ · ~ "'-' tuM -

/ • c..e 'el.l:Z. 
bank abar~•· but a.l$0' tltG'lded thel~ ente:p%'1eea~ · wo ma · 

f acwrs wblch unp~ececten\ly lncna&ed the mated. a1 pnspen tv 
of the Bombay lfleRhante werq the opJ.um tJ:.acte wlt.h Cb1na~ and 

the Amerlean C1vl1 war. Oulnt tbe War the t\JC:POJ't of cotton 

fl'om th9 u.s.A. t.o. England coased, and lndla waa called upon 

to come upto the Bd.t1sh Industrial neede.4 · Thus the Ames-lean 

War geve an enosmous stl.mtlua to ~e c.ul Uvetion and c:ommet:e1al 

cJ.rcu1at1ota of co'tten.. nd.s sudden c'Ol!lMe:I'Cial boota s>esulted 

tn 1.arge-acal& :e&eJVe:s of ~capJ.UJ; 10 tbe hanctt of the merchantt. 

Tb.e foUftdat!.ontJ of ltld\lntdal !.nfta$ttuctun aNI the 

eccumulatlon of capital paved the way fo.- the ~merg:ertce of 

manufac.\\11'11\9 etttzepreneurah:lp Sn~ BOibbtY• Tbe tla-st 1nduetry 

· \o be establtahed wee cott·on~111 lndusur in 1asoa. In 1851 

CevaJjee Nanetmov D·evn:l' eG-t up blt fl~et ate...-drlvert cotton

$P.lttnlng factoJY ln B(!(nbay.& lt wCl8 lndla*a tu&t factoay. 

1. ~~SI·' p.aaa •. 
2. DObbln, Chzletlno, S&di&S•, P•l&. 

a,. Opium •• not g.$'owr. in th' BQDbay Pntidtncy. lt was 
~ultt.vated tn_·.- Me1we and J.mpozt«J lt\to the_ P_. resl=:;u 
See 1J1e lm.pqlft.M GHQUat.r pf...1nd1t1 Vol.Vlii, . . ·. · • • 
~~- . - . 

4 •. -:~~:t.=r~· 
_i(!.... ..:..~.....,....• :.~., PP• -· • 8. 

s. Mt.e~a, a.e., atSU•• P•l17.-



Sy 166' tl\GJ:f ,.. ten dUe ln Bombay wltb 6,600 employees •1 

Rem.o~:k~lf cncugb, lt wa& tYu'iinJ.V the lndlant vl\o ren U\a textile 

.conce~:M• th.ey had seem Otltn·wnbencl the su~JHU&ns.2 Mowever, 

the lndua~lal devtl..,nt t.n Mai'Hl~te&btza audng tbe nl•teenth 
eentuay was not rapid am:1 nmal.ned lugely stunted. aut bcwevel' 

1lrn1ted the development. the ped.od saw the .birth of two modern 

eod.el classes ln Mabareah~et tbe c~nlal bou~geelale aftd 

the PJ:Oletadat. The f'Ol'ID&l' tended to tuncUon en elaea lines 

CJ'O&elng all d&vl.$1ons of c.as·te 01: c~.ty. ThGY wen coneelous 

01 t.heSa clasa iftteftatt, aftd tl\e~e wat \Jtllted action at their 
' . 

pa:t. to PJ:omote tbe&e 11\tel'e&t&. Thel• W'4tad oadeavouts 1n this 

d.l~t~ction tound concrete ·manifestation in Vie ·e.tetsllshment of the 
•. . 

Bod>ay Chanber of :c•e~e 1ft 1836, Uta SGBt>ay Ml~lown•s• Aoe~ · 

clatlon ln 10?&, ~ the B<Dbar HaU.ve Plec...c;ooda Me:rcbants• 

.ue:octatlon in 1881,.3 The :re1on1ft0 ·ldeolooy of th~e aesocia..: 

tJ.ons was the protectl.ort end promotion Of \be lnt~trests of the 

ibdustd.a.Uslng ccmmtfd.al CJaPltal• f'ttl:tne~re, they estab11&hed 

newspape;ra end joumal& t() vOS.ee thdt: 1nunste, · \be !.~ill 

J&mll. snd ·the Joumal·Of ccmme~ce t>eJ.J\t e~ of t~t• .. 4 The 

4cmlftan\ ·Ce&tee .on.o c-.ns.a.t bour;tolsle we.e malftly 

SJ:ahmJ.ns·• Gujai'G and ti~ads.5 They had a vaet .te4en-ea of . ., r liwit_• r1 ,nc···· rnr ___ ,n _n•· u av1 · t .,._. t_.,,.--,._-,~_qt: u: t n ·-· 
IJ'l.e, qfTt!.t.tP!~. B,.~Jll Ciytz. .. !!!f!.,.J$1_el,lit Vol.ItOP•·(;1t. ,p •. 486. 
41~t!-eLJISJ~• 1911, Vol.Vl I,&cmbay,P an I ,BQDbay,1912 • 

Ihe Gt.l!.t.~e•.P. :t Bcs.~ .av Cltv e.nt!.1·cl.~IV01.lt M~i.•·. • pp.3~5i. · • U I,. I'P 'I .... I . uiloo .<,F'Wi!ll)t .U ~· . - lllifiiiMii:lj ..... 

Dobbin, Oh~t;,G.U~•• Et!lS.=• p,a. 
oawedt .• Gall.,,. ·cre•F.lt,., p .• 74. 



wtaltb .nc1 soc1a1 lntluence and we" gene:ally known ae the 
1 Shetlas. 

Tho · PJ'OCGS& of the emez;enc e of entnpze.neurih1P and l ts 

expme1on tended to eaate d1v1slons ln the llleJ"cantile coJlllllftt. ty 

mt..ch once together had sewod as 'mlddlemGn' of the company. 

1 t tGnded to pestozrn tbe tit4n functt.ou of enriching tbe few 

oa tbe cne hand,· ana Md.angezlng the independent ext.atence of 
. . ' .. 2 

artisans end small m•rcttants ongaged ln petty 'trade on the other • 

fbo group& of $nlsans aM·emall traded weze thus getting t.so• 

lated f•om the emetg,ng cQMlt;ccl'al bougool&le by tbe Vel'Y logic 

of the devGlOJ*IMt of the lette~:. They bad, bowevec, acqW.:recl 

uuff1etent wealth f•cm tbe.U ~---zelal association wltb the 

Bdt.leh to g%ow into· Ute atetuse ot ldddle-clatu~ m•zc:bants 

during 11\e nlne'teenth. ccntusy. 3 

Tbe ozowth of cOtJmeKe and industry du,ing the period 

bad another ·signll1cant dlmenalon. lt tenaed to lncreaso ttte 
' ' 

avenvoa ot eanployrnont. by an •xteneS.on of :spec:tall•ed services, 

however undelldeve-loped they might have btttn. lt brouoht 1nto 

bet.ng: a group of sped.allsw in business actminl1 tratlon. New 
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funcU,onal g~ps sueb • teehnlc:lans, supe~iso.rs, msnagel't, 

lnspectoJca, etc., ,arose with the l.ncreese 1a t.b~ &!ae end 

variety of bus1nese.1 thus 1be eocletr was get,lng p~tollferated 
into 11\ID&l"OUS neu ga,oaups ertd ~ategor1es, \ltllch weze non-edt tm t 

lri the p,.....SJ'lUsl\ clay$• lt •• precisely at thlt atage that 

the new educatton played • atonlficant ¥ole ln ensuring the 

growttt o1 such new o•ou~>& dul!'intJ the ninet•enth centul1'• 

Growth of Educ·atton Sf!! the !!,s• of Educated Middle CJ.ase. 
-~li._u•z TF ... u) __ -_fll.l~l_¥

1

.". ~··- t .. . J .. ur Tittlq-_· :ea•u!UI.UU •• 

The a~chl teet of ll'JOdem tdue•t.t.cm ln Matuu:asb ba as of 

oth<u: ctu.mges was Mountstua~t. E19hinstm'l9·• eetoJ:CJ tbo 

atablishuent of the 8d.Ush rule• l\OWevt~l'• 'the h1ttos-y of the 

dove.lopmea·t ot· aOdetn $ducatl.on wee that of mainly the wo~k of 

mlosionatr eocletlea. 2 Tbe M.ez-lean Mlsslonezr SocS.•tv opened 

a eehool fo~ bop s.n. Bombay ln 1814 1 and •n yea%8 la\el" in 1824 

estab1ished: tbe f·trot acbool for native gl.zls ln weatol'ft India. 3 

8f 1829 tbe AID9riean Mf.a$1onaJ:V soct.ety had 9 school• for both 

boy; ~ gb'ls. ·and nearly 400 gl,~>ls wae ~•celvlng lntJttuetlon; 

in their: sc'hoolfh4 Many acboo'1s were a,l&o .,,,tab.l:labed 1;>Y. o:ti\e~ 

1. 

~- ' 

3~ 

4. -

Did,:-' f\ Rw1!!1 !!f ,!!~~a<t+.O!' 1n_~ombez: ~'a~ 1855•1955, . 
' - ' ., 

op.clt., p .. ;S?. 
• a JJ & I _ IJIIC • 
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to 1854, ~e· mla~lcnary ecUvlU•s 1n the fleld ot eciucatlon 

were tu~;tl\eJ' ae.cmtunted. The seZVlces. of the miseS.onarv schoole 

wtne valuQble etPGClally in two field$ Ult\icb had been tgnortd 

by the late~ Boald Of EducaUon; nee1v. tbe education of women 

ll!)d that Of tbe backwazd clatses.2 the m:lstlonados, however, 

"'ok educaU.on as a means ot Pll'OStiyUsauon. 3 

. Anotbe~: step towards the development of modem education 

ln. Mehaaash,ra was the f-o=at.lon ot tbe iotnbay Bduc.atlcn Soclo ty · 

in 1&1S designed prine&pal.ly to edl$ate Ja~opean cbl1dren on 

CbrlaUan p~1nelp1ea.4 lt did not, bowGVe%• ·eonftn• lto eff0%ts 

to ttw educatt.cm of iU:O.PeM eh11dzen only• native boy& we,e 

aleo encouaged to e.ttend schools 1111 at least 1822 when 1 t 

conft~ned 1\sell solely to the oducatton of iUZ"opean ch11dren. 5 

lt was Blphinatone who made the f11'et oftlelal attempt to 

educate the natl.ves on modem U.neth Ha encoursged the Boat>ay 

'tm _t •• tt ·,-'<•-•,•- •. _·itlt.J·: t••n•w _cr. r_·-·a •••·•u•.- uL•l ... .' .. LJ.W . R! .... ' .. , . 
1. 6. lmt&ll! 9' ,9SUS,a$!ott,J!l,i.B« S.!9,Ja, ~~12A§• 12&&&.1= •f·3$1. 

2. W&ta• P·'• 
3~ itz&Sl.•t p.403. 

4. Patulekar, R .. V.(CM~.), O!•c.lt •... · • Pan 11, p .• 1. 
. , - liiiiiiM. I IIi' 

5-.. .JJ!ldJ:t fi.ee~rt of ,~e 1r&d~pn_,.Educa¥oon~ ~Cb1sslo!', tP•tlt:.• 
p.12, jlle ~~;,,~tte,tr,"of Bombay Cit.r;,.fff1,1e~an,p, Vol.IU, .. _· ·. 
oe. cl t. , p.lol. 
llf'!'-... , .,.. ' 
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lducatlon Soclett· to open in l620 a b~-an.cb called the NaUve 

idUC$tlon socletv with tbe object of pzov14lng feclll. tt.ea 

tOt tbe edUcation ot the nattv. comnunt ty thl'outll tho aequl•l

tlcn of alnady ed$t1ng acboo.ls and also th%OUfb the lnat1• 

tut1on of new onea. 1 11\e Natlve Education Soclety atmed at· 

P~ovidlftg achoole undo~ t ts aegis w1 tb teactaezts trained ln 

English• and tn Wetten science end. Ph11Q!Ojtty.2 ln 1822 

tb·tJ tatk of p#OVldtng ln$Utac\lon to tbo naUw populaUon 

wae taJte.n up by a new aoeociation founded e.e veiN' v••• rlllth 

v.t.aa called 11\e N.aUve Scbool.Sook m:d Schoo1-socJ.etv3• 

· ilr:h1Mtone became S.ts flt8t .PJ'e&ldent. Its sole obJect was 
. ' 

to promote modern education tmoag ibe lftd.t.an. people througb 

n.att:ve 1anguag.ee.4 11\e Sod.ety· started a cent~a1 English. 

School ln Bombay ln 1S241 which later on ctcweloped into the · 

ElPhln&toae High School and the EIPblnatone college. both Of 

~leh came to be .coJ.1.-ctlw1y caUQIJ tJJ.o · ElPhinstone lMtl tuucn. 5 

_It I i¥± P ..... 1 . 11•t P ·. I . f • . i. L . l!LV 4 U!f1"1.1 : f, _IS I_·; Lit I 

1. 1<\Dar, Ravlnde;r;, PR•.f4.1•• 1968• p.53. 

a. !b1fl.=. 

_ U~ be l l I ij I J ___ Uti". L. isl 1 1 

a, ll'I!H# of, ,tfle l~a~ .. f!fi"c~.t;t.pn, RQmm,~,'!Ci', .Pe~!!l~:;•P•l2• 
4., ParulekaJ:t R.v.( ed•), ~e·cit•• Pa~t 11.: p.435 

A ,f\_ev1~, ofr ... ~~~!' ... !'e .. ~!l B~a~~ ~ ts,t,? ~0,~19~"' 22• eJ,t~, 



the Soel.ety ostab11sb.ed e ournJ>e~ Of Engllah e'boole aU •round 

the Stet.e.1 It cefte w acqul.re tbe appellaUon of' The Banbay 

Nativ• Educatlo~ socle"ty* t~:om 29th Janun:v. 182?.2 The Poona 

School SfiCletv wae founded ln 1832 with Ole •ea ObjecUve of 

PPVS.c11ag· mottel'ft educaUM• end the Poona &ngJ.ish School was 
founded the VGJ.Y fOBC• 8 . , . . 

. ' 

Tfte Govemment moOU&"eged .not onlY Englleh ~~tlon but 

.also the establishment Cf many vemaeular ~eboola. ln J-826 

two oovelftmen:t Marathl &·t:b·oola · wore ~PenQd s Ol'le at Db a.IWa.l' . 

and another at Hut:Ju,4 ln 1840 •• Gove~ent ·appolntecl e new 
. ' 

bodV called tho Boaftl ot Educatlon, and all the educaUonal 

lns~S. tuUons ot the .,t;ato weJ:e brought untlt% l ts 'u1ad1ct1cn. 5 

The Boa- n•attlbhed many ecboola tlld leld special emphaal• 

on the utabUshment ot vezna~ula~ schools,6 ln JSM-SS 1t 

conducted nearly 240 veJne.cu.la~ achoota 1D tho e•~v Preslcsency 

eduoaUng mou than 19,000 stu«•-·' The atreM ••• bo..ewl', 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4,. 

ftt. 

6·· 

'· 

Jlllf· 
Perulekal', R.v •. (ecs,,), ~E~~~t~, Pa:at 11, p.43. 

Kumar. Rav1nd•• o~.cl t •• 1968, pp.269-270. 
· •-• vr • • 

Pe:rulekar; a.v, (GS.), op.eS.t., Pa~t 11, P•43tii1J:Ss•Patt 1.11, . X . . ., . • ..... . ----lh.. . 
A.Bata &.iessd:l9J, ia. DSBIRil &l,uta. IBH2D,, 11bS&J.&-.P• ~. 
lkf;d.: 
n rrMft .. Iii! 

,Jbld•t* ReJ?.~' 1 ~~. tfle lpdl~uu E~ur;a~~. p~~~~lP!• !R~;CS. ~!' 
&>.90. . ( . 



gtven on iAgUeh educatt.on, and by tb.e v•a~ 1842 En;lhh acl\ools 

weft esttibUshcd aU over Maba•ashtJoa,l . &ltbcugh the exact 
' '· 

stat1$·Ucs So not ava11ab1e.. The &taU.sUca ot tbe nUJIDel' of 

scmools tor ·1.\o lateJI PtdOd ls, howwe,:~. avellebl•· then 

wen ~~- pdmur echoOls·, botb Sttgllob and Veztutculer. vd.1h 

3,. 26, 434 studen.ts t.n 1906-o? in tbe io.mbay Pnaidencv• antl. 

the numbeJ> of hill\ ecboola 1f:. Ule INSldeMy ·was 1~.2 lt ls 

to be noted that Pdttl&J:Y education in Meharasb\J:e. was bu11t upon 

fl'Om the beg1nn1ng;~V the· dine\ lnat~f.!A't!a~ ty of 1bo 
3 ;ovei'Nnent. 

Ae $uggested eal'lle~:, ,..re was an: offlciel neglect. of 

tbe .SUCaU.on fe wanen end backward c1at4ses Ull 18M. Even 

SlPblftstone waa esolutel v ellen t on tbls 1esue. tbe etfo~ta 

ot th• Govesmnst duSng ihe lnl tlal peaod •• .., tuat dtJ:Gciecl 
. . . 

to tile •ducat1Gft of it\e uppel' claosee of society, ee tbe 

Govemaent. want.d to 'Win Ule goodwill ff •• lnfl,u!fttlal sec• 

Uont w1 th a 'Vle.w to cm&ollda\l.ng ihe. -'''• 4 the • _. . , . , . . . -.r . ~ · 

reacon 1Gd tbem \o be negUgent about the ·•ducatS. on of' women, . . .. . . . . 
~ ~ 

as popular p,ej\ld&co ~- .agalftot l t. 1 t was only ·du:rt.ng the 
' • • t ' ~ 

4. A R1W!P" ~~· ilfl!!fJ!tli!l. &DI !~"flt ~ y,te 18~~12~' ····CL.t.. 
p.403. 



wQ1,en and baekwaxc:t claa&et cane to o~cw at:tetU.on Of the 

Govel.'ftma\ aalftly undft' ._. pzeaaute f•ca the nativ• 

lntellectual& * 1 1'be Govemment finally accepted the 

responslblllty t• the ec~ucauon of women ln 1854·.2 . By 1810s 

the nunbet of gJ.H$f GChOOl& rose tl> 21"t 4& against a3 ln 

1864-65 ln the P~e&ideney, ·-ih 9t198 gbl atudente.·3 the 
' ' 

natives al&o orvenl&ed a n\I!DeJ: of achoole fo• gtr·l• duzlng 

the second 1\alf of the nlnoteeath centm:v• The gover.nmen' 

efforts backed up by the nattve support cluJ:ing the pe:ri.Od bOZ'e · 

PGJ"Cept1b1e t•uit. sv 1S91-82 the nul1lbe• Of P,rlG at schools 

nse to nearly 2?,.000 in the Proldency, a numbeJ: hlghe.r than 

.1n env othel'' province of indta.4 Unfo~nately, the statbtt.ce 

Of the manba:rt of the!· ba~kwdd cldset t:Heivlng educatt.on la 

not. available,. 

the effo~rte toruurds the oevelOP!Dtmt of modern education l.n 

Mtahat:ash.tl'a .-e no:t me#elV confined to schools, Plimary o~ 

teconddn blgher C)ducatlon •• a1&o otvef! adm1n1ert.ratt•• 

encouzagement, although the latte-1: was not accozded corxespondlng 

emphast.s. El.phlnstone ostab11sbed 1n 1821ln Poona Ule first 

college in Mabd .. aabt~a named tbe Hindu Collov••' 1n1 'Sally s:t 
was d.ealgned for the encc:J\aagement of the •tudv of Santbit and 
ancient. Hindu ltt.e~:atu:e and sc1enee.6 SUbject&. Ute Advat.ta. 

Jyotish, Alank$:,.· Nfaya end \be Ved• wee taught at the· Hindu 

College .• 1 thte was done psol~al'11y wt tb a vi.W to pacifying the 
r · a • ; ,k ~- a _ 1 • a _ .•.• 

1:• ll!l.f.e 
2~ ill&slt.• p.3ss. 
3. ai$a• P•·•• 
4. it.RR&:i.£( ,Sh! JndiQO idyf;P!BL&~fiSUh. AR•A&$t tP• 3S• 
t. 6 ijeyla gg· &dliS.AYJil ,AD D!!EiX e$£\tif. Ji":dl~·rMtS:i~· •P·4· 
6. Wst•t llet>t& !f.l.be.&deo, idvcAtJ.Z,,smn~.ssJ.QD.,J.e,sU•·•P•26l• 
1· Kumar •Rav1nde:s:.saess.&.$:.tl968,p.267 ., 
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%esetlon of the •thOdft sections who w~ getting dl&&a'titfled 

with the oevolutlon. ef tbel~ traditlonel dO&i.nenee undft the . . 

colcnlal l'u1e.1 · But gs$dual1y (!ffo:rt.s \tfn!e afoot to undeDBlntt 

the hf.tld of t~;adltlonal veluot and to expose the ewdents to the 

lnfluenco ·of weateJ"n ldeat. ln 1836 the Hindu College was 

reconstituted end tho· ernpbatd.t greatly &bifted \o the lftet;;uctlon 

of \'ifl&te:rn· ldeat.2 F~om 1937 onwU'dS ·certain branches of Hindu 
I 

learnl»t wel'e aopped a"Jd the stud? Of EngU.$h lntroctueed. 3 Prom 

1850 onwadc the College w.- ~awn open. to. al.l e.estes. and 

finally in 1864· it we JhillSDed tbe· Daccan to11~.4 

Ottulx- c.nt~es of bl.ths learftl.ng dtld.ng ttu~· nineteenth 

oenbay we~e the £lf,1b1notoft• Collet•• st.· xav1cn•s Cellege, both 

in. Sod)ay, end tbe. F~t;:son. Collett ln: ioona, touncled ln 1836,' 

1869 .and 1885 ·respect1ve1y.6 tbe Elphtnstone lnGtitutlon (having 

blgb eebool and col.lege) bed 961 f!tudenta on its •olle in 18&S 

~ tbe Htndu COllege be4 M'1l etudent9•' In lie& the Govdmnent 

of Bonbay.czea.tea the Depattment of Ed~at.ton whose sole concern 
~ ~6'V) 11t¥l« 'YV'~~r.,.., ~; 

~CA>h'I9'VI.C:'V'I ·8 
waaf\~ Pr'GSideneV•· the Unt.voPltv of Bombay, -the •econct Oldest 
• ttt u ., . . ~.L · • . • r .. e •~ r .,_ u u r _ Jur·•· t a·· :- nt 

1. Rtchey,J •. A.(et~,), ~U.ml!tof'§·"tAUfeti· Ralif!i•' Par:t•ll 1840.1fm9, Calcutta, u~eau .. ·. uca Mt . ,p.. • 
a. bR0£1. At DP, 'Jlt!l& Batsa.§&~ stlmn&UiiiJ.lOJ?.aSiS••P•261. 
a. l,b&P.a. . , a: C!U:!.al!¥ie"~llfi9fi~••\t~e•fDI4 ~& the yOU of the 

founding of. the dPhlnstone College. see Dobbin, Ch•tsts.ne, 
U•Ci&,htP~7. 

6. Bl!lll~, at .tcbt. ,iflli&,if!».iontlsD. Ga5GiieD•.RP•Gi&at•P•262 • 
. 1. A 61xl&.Rt §saJQJl.L.o.o~.A~Il.lfl&!ll S.Stlfl~,~~~=•PRtSU.·•P•S• 
a.. 1&115!4 , p.l. · 
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un1ve:ra1ty of lndla,. woo foraally lnaugus:.ated in 18!?.1 It. 

col'lttnu9d. to be tbe on1v unl.verl'!ty S.n 'the StatG till 1941. 

Tbe Banbay Un1 veri#!. tv eul'rlculum wa$ maked by 1 u heavy 

atresa on elaes1ca1 laft(luages and llte~at.ue. classical hlato%y 

and matben-.aUca, and f.te paucity of science cou%aes.2 Although 

·technical educ$Uon wae oenu.Uy given a low p%0f1l.e in the 

Btittsh educatlona'l .Poliey, in 1845 the Gcat~t Medical College was 

eatobllshecl ln BanbaY•· and 1h !&54 an Eng1neer1ng Class and 

Mecban!tel School was •t.ened J.n Poona. 3 lt ls t.o be emphasised 

aga1n, however, tbat thOae wal very little impetus 'given to 

hit he:- edueat.ton • es ccrnpered to prl.m&l"Y educ•tlon, 1n Meharesb tra~ 

*Downward fJ.ltttatlon theOI'y' w• not f:011owed in Bombay 

Pr0$1dene.v .• 1 

A& to the medtwn of ln&"&1.lction in tbe nlnoteentb c•tusv• 
no English wa& '\aught in Vle pd.Jnat'y and ~dle ecbools, fib* 

tntdlurn be.t.no the vesnacular. 6 In tne blgh ttcboo1G the medlwn 

was ttu:ougbou.t En.gllsht although tho vemocular wae also taught 

&ide by side. l.n the co11eget the modi.Ul!l was en'ti~:e1y Eng11&b.1 

' Elpbintt~e.- vtll1e tnts:cduclng the new eChaaUonel system, 

elvJ8Vf \ook into. acc0\1'\t the question of tbe ,overall at%Uctul'el 

a.,.lllty of tb~e eQJ.onlal ~le. Being .WGJ;e of the irnputence 

1. W5!A.r p,~2~ •. 
2.. McDonald, Elton ll.l ' English Edueatton and. $ odal flefo• J.n · 

-Lata N!neU*nth Century Bonbay" • ~ Vol.XXVI Nc.3 •. Xoy 1966, 
p.45&. . . 

a. 6 &.ea• et.edlt£is&9D.&.o. BS!!IlJX it.llt J.f»..-rlia• .. PR•tilS~•PP•s-6~ 
4. ~~- .. p.246. 
5. 1.l'ROJi$ ... '9t tbi .~ffifD~ lif&UIJ!MSD · kSilmAI!!~9Dt.RDe,t.ta tP•6S. 
6. . · . i · ... G.c ..• i T. •. ano as Educatt.onlst•J in LI,t1ftl.anq, ~Sf!P·J.§.23J . ..aeac la ,p.67. 
1. DM• 



o£ the BS'abmins .Gf\(1 thol: danlnance S.n the Mebal'&Shtrian soclety. 

he decl<!ed to continue the Dabhina &ysten,1 1nh\!:r:lted from thCI 

Peehwmh The motlve behind tbe conUllUsnce of eleb~lna. was 

mainly polttlcD.lt at Elphl$ton.e hime1f was penona11Y aga1net lt• 

.lt was done pdm~Uv wlth a vt•w to .min1nds1n; besttle roaetlono 

of the otthOd:oa "t.> the aaj.2 A1 though the •vstem was conts.nued, 

ttu,$e wee, tun'fever: •. a change 1ntrcduclr.d in its mOde of dletributicnj 

It wa• to be gl'adually- conferred en tbette • engaued 1n moJ"o usef.ul 

branches of lea~nlng ... '-•• Mathesnat1cts·, etc., 1M t.ead of PtmPeri.ng 

prOftcienU\ ln l:lindu ct1vlftity.•l3 A csnelderatS.on wG9 elao et•ot 

to appoint a cetWn numbe:J: of profeGsors cut of thG dak&h!.na 

fund tc teach these· eelenees·.4 

the efforts towadt the e1t.minatl.on of tho ·dakshi.na we~re 

hastened after 11• ·eapby· o~· ElphiMtone•a Govex:no:rship. The 

Government of Bombay &topped enterta1nlt&g ~ new c.tandl.deteS to 

tbo dakthina aftor 1836.~ f2ora 1836•38 unw.-ds 'tho aovexnraent 

a:esuved aome amount of ~~CAGy f~ the DaS.blna Grant foz 

Oducatlon.al J.nstl.tuUont.6 1n f act1 t:f\e •u,penGefl of the Hindu · 

College of Poono we-re orig.lneJ.ly Ot&t f~m the Dakol\1na Fund.1 . 



18!9 the dakthlna fond wu completely takert ovex- by tbe Department 
. -

ot EducatlCftt an<t a numbeJ" Of FeUovmt.lps weH 1natt..tut.ed, vtllch 

w•e awarded to candidates of all cast• to enable the!n to . 

•tcelve a ••old edUcauon tn ·'the sctuaols Md OCUleo•• of ·the 
: . . : 

The B.t1 thb attGnpt st ap•eading ·sngUtih ·~ucatlon found 

.favOUJ'able •oclu climate eG lt c•ded Y.Jltb it 1iho all.w:'eent 

.of gettlng g0Vft'nl'D&nta1 j'obe.3 . lt wae,. bOWWett t'J)e. tJ'adltlaual 

tipper sections tif •e ooclety ttihO D)O$t errthuslatltlcelly J'•eponded 

to the new educational opportunities • Mention may be made Of tho 

Chltpavan B.rehm~ .aJ'l4 the· P&thare Ptebbu& t.n parttculor. Thet.;r 

tzadltion ef 1ear:nt.ng and gove.znmen.t soxvtce ·undeJ: 1be Pashwas hsd 

m.ade tht!ra eware of '\be adv&ntaget of ed.tKHltlon,4 and it was they 

Who flocked in tl'eat n\lnb.en to the school$ and co11egel opened 

by the Sdt1th ooveanment.. For tnstant&, of the 1&2· etuhlft\8 v.ho 

l.eft the h1gh.ezo clatset .of the Elphinstone :nstltutl.on be-.e 

182'7. anct 1842,. ?l (41 pet- cent) were P~abbus, 26 (18 per cent) 

.P.as.,. 16 .(11 Per cent) lb~ahm1n& md 12 (S J)el' cant) se~•••at 

B~ahmlM•5 The ~emat.nde~: CcrAPt-1sed. a numbe$ of ~ower Hindu castes. 

There weJ:to no BenlaG, Bhaties OJ.' Mus1t.• S.n the Slpblnstone 

lnatltuts.on durln9 the pertcd.6 Ewn .by 18608 tbeP was no marked 

alterats.on on this ·sl.tuatlon. But ·g~.ac\Ua11y the eons of uading 
. .. . ~ 
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community and of lan4owruJJG wPe ccmlng ln for hlthtl' learning,. 

Pol' lnstanc.e, of 1he 179 students ln ·the ilpblnaton.e College ln 

1810 30 per eel\\ weze the children of oov•maent employ&es oz 

penoione••• 23 per cent the children of m•rchanta, 12 per· cent 

tho ch11d~en of p~of .,, tonal men and 11 pe~ cent the chl.ldl'en of 

lenclotme•••l Howeverw the tradltton.al. bighel' ces'ht sUll 

pzepondel'a'\ed tbe educatlonal l~tltut!ons• Po~ e._ample, 34 per 

cent of ~1 the •tudf.flts of \lle ilpbW\One College in 1110· •~e 

Pa~tltt 34 Ptl cent Bzalm'4.ns end 9 PG# cent P~abhua,2 fll••• 
tht:ee eUll formt.,ng the l**'oet lndlviduel g~WP•• the B:tabmlftG 

contlaued to occupy e VS.J:t\.u~l monopoly over the new education till 

the end of the centui"V• ln 188& they avet:aged an.out 43 per cent of 

ell college students ln s•av, P.ueie abOUt 23 p&l" cent and 

Gu.t•eU trading ,eaates about. 1 pe~ cent. 3 If we take into 
account 11\e ecclai posltlon of studenw in. Mattat.eshtza a!J e. mol•• 

the pll'ed.S.nemce of the Bs-allmlns ln edtteaUonal lnatl tuUons 

becom•• C~Uch m<tte c.onspteu~ou•• The: tollo,wlnt la the caste breakdowr 

of ttudente in tbe colleges of Jlabar68hba in 1884.4 

lnaUtutJ.Cft · BJ<abmlns Kab$tl'1yaJ Van11 

Elpi\1M tone Co11eg9,PQ'JJbay &9 10 38 
o.ccan Coll-oe, Poona 107 1 1 
xevlet:• a COllege, Bombay iS 1 e. 
· Rajaran COllege, KOlh~JPUI' 23 -: -

It le: altn.S.flcant to note that in the Deccan College ln Poona mo.re 

thaa 97 per cent of the student& were BJ'ahmS.ns, although the c-te 

c;onstlttJt,ed 0111\' 4 Per eent of the total poPulation of the :region. 5 

R 1 ·, · n __ ~ _: r ·r •• ••• t_J · J: 



It was the govettllneJ'l\ ee.:Vlee wh1eh ,attracted the greatest 

· rn.tmbet of the educated actions ln nlnete•n'th centUJY Mebarashtl:ih 

To glv• an example, of' the 152 ttudent& who left the higher 

ciesset of \be slpbinGtont lnatltut!on between 1827 and 1842, 

61 pe~ cent enteared govezi'IIIOft t • exvt.ces as wr1 te¥a, accountan tts 

or· translaten in the vad.CJUe goveanmental offices, 8 pe:c Cd\t 

took -tdue:eUonal ap:poS.ntiQtnb• 11 por cent went tO wojlt ln. 

eomerclal of flees, ma:1n1.r ee clo.zko., and aROthor il J)e% een ~ 

becane merchant&.~ set.ween 18!0 and 185& the g0v•ltnment 
·employment aWl I'O\alned 1 te .ft.m hold.2 In the. le60e 1he 

students flocked 1n g:eater number& to the goveknrnent. educational 

services. Fot: instance, 61 pe:r -cGnt ot aU the fs.A.s and M.A.8 

b~tween 1862 and 1870 b$Cl taken oducatlonal appotn1:ments. 3 The 

••t 1\ighes\ floun 14 pex· cent ~~~:esented thotte Who entered the 

1e;41 ptof·atelon. followed by 9 per t:ent mo accepted ·Otbel' 

gove.rnmen\ appolntmentt.4 the legal eceer wa& pu~eued by ma1n1y 

thOle '11'1\ose cht.ef lntepa t was co~Mltlrce• OJ: who were rich and 

lntluenUal t.n othee wap&. tl the law we$ the only pxofeG&ion 

:ree.pected t.y the Gnglleb. govunlng elet••6 Moreover, the l.egal 

•••e:r' ps-ov1oed an ~e~e to much at the myeUqu• of the mllng 

OJ>der. 

Thus • the%e WG$: eme19lng en educated middle class 1 ln 

nlnetecrttb centwv Meturtasb'ka ¥4th gwumnent service 88 l.ts malft 

J: DObblnt Cbriai;lne• t&aS&1.-.• p.39. 

3. b •. 
4. ..p •. 40. 
fh· ' ,p.46 •. 
6. &oil~ 
"1'-. · e . &l'ID • ec:tuc.ated 111!ddle class• S.s U»ed here to signify 

mainly tha&e who had xeceivod b1ghe:t education ln Engl"b and 
•~• engaged 1n tbe· v•dous l'ecognt.eed PI'Ofes&tona J.n 11\o 
nineteenth o tft tuJ:y. 
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~zo;.eeelett. 'l'hl& ole&s ccme to be eonQt1tuted from dlffe~ent 

eoelal leyore such as the trad!.Ut>nal adm1n1stl'atOI'S• deb 

peasant& mel the Comtn~I'Clal ccmrrunlty, Most ot the Maharaeh• 

\d.llft Intellectual&• P&J'Ucularly ln the early phase of the 

nineteenth centuzy, belonged to_ thS.e newly eme:ving educat.ed 

ml.ddJ.e class, and neuly eU of them c.ne fXWJ th¥ ,s:ant. Of 

{JQvernment sewlce. ln tact.t those .t\o were mo~:& eocS.ally 

Ancll.ned from aftlOftg ttte lftte11lfents1a eventually tul'neci lnto 

lntellectttale aDd devoted. themeelves to the Pl'Oble• of thelr 

aoclety and cu1tUI1h lt was their soclel mission that dletl.ng• 

\lltbed 'them from the rna1n bodY of' the lntell1gents1a. and they_ 

ce.mo to constltu\e a dletlnet eoclal &t~atum. It shOUld be. 

however. POinted au' the.t fo• b«omln; an lntellect\tal the 
.. 

knowledge ot enga.tb w&e not necoasGt\f at a11. 

To eum up, -ttl• Mabe:t<asbtridl soele·tv Uhdezwent fundamental 

· t~.ansfomatlon du~nno the ftiJ'•teentb centu%)'. One of the 

algnlfle!ftt aspect&. of thla chenge, for the pu.zPose of the 

study of the intellectual movement. was tb• eme~gonce of a 

nUllbex of n-.r eoeS.e! categod.-• loosely .called the middle 

cla$s• Tbe fOI'matlon of tbis class was the P•ult of the 

cbenp& lnt~eod by tbe Bd. tieb goveznm&nt ln the zealms of 

economy.,. educatlcn, . .law and atimWstratt<Wn. ln fact, tttey 

fODled tl\e vadou; nuclet.. f• the grcwtl\ of model'h mlcldle 

class 1n Mahara$htl'•h 

the growth of middle tla~e :tn the nineteenth cetrtu~y 

was, how~er, not. endagonousa they dld not evolve by for:ce 

of 11\e worldng of tbe Gftdogen.cua forc:ee of social change, 

by lnnor soct.al dynam.lcth they did not g:row from wi.tbln. 
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Tboy wen e:reated exogenously by the eUPe~1mposl.Uon of the 

soclo-econotdc Gn4 polSU.co-1tloo1og1ca1 &~pfu:at,ructuzea ovel' 

the t.ndl.genous tr:adl tl«l.il soclety wl thou\ a eompaJable 

development ln 4.tc ~on.orny anct aoct.al J.ns,Ututt.ons.1 Its 

·emcu:gence wae; the"fon, not a natul'a1 ·growth; for tbe Br1Ueh 

JUle did not int:roduce a•.uctlu:al tJ:enefomat1on in the economy 

of the :reg!Ql at 'tbe bate level. A;r1eu1tut:e nma&ned backward 

ma lndustd.all$aU,.on ·Gtt.iltedt d•pit.e the fact that Ute system 

of ~evtmue exuactton ad ma~:ket aechan1Sib8 wa• at the acae of 

lts development. canme"'allsat1M Of ~riculture did take 

. place but not. 1 ts cePitaltsaUon du~tno tbe .mtt.xe pe~lod of 

co1on1 al dcmin.atl~t. 

.in Eng:1aftd the middle olatus eme~ged ba•tca11y · e& a :etsult 

of' the GC<Ilomlc md teehnolegleal chan~~ tbey weJ:e for the 

most J:•ari engaged it!. t2ade Stt11n<h2$t~ •. 2 In Meha~:a&hua, 
on. tbe contruy, U\.ey entez;e4 mo• 1n e:oneequence of change:& 

In tpo eya tem of let d'td pubUo admlnie.'tJ.'3tlon than in eemomlc 

. ;nd in.tU. tutloael dwe~Jopnfm.\, aut tna mojod. ty of them belonged 

to the leelfte<i PJOfesslQle.3 The 1n:telllgan\91e thv• bec1me 

U\e domlftent S'tran4 ln the compost. Uon &f the Matut:r:a$h t:dan 

middle clasa. The members of the educ&ted profeselon$ such as 

gove::nment eervants, lewyon, college toacbe:rs, wrlters. scholars 

etc., con$tltuted the dcm!nant #tetlon.s ot tbla clase.4 

,1.. Atlssu.J.; s .a •• ,a:.sJft:• p.11. 

2. iNf.r• p.V • 

3. ,JfaU.a. 



Monov•r• t.he incpeoe s.n th• numbe: of these oroups was not 

ao IIUCh dut to t&chnologleal and lndu&td.al prognes as much 

to tdur;aUonal, Judicial and admtniG"h"4Uft devttlopment. Aa 

their pON&J:t p.-est.tge sno social posl tlon depeftded mainly on 

tl\els- accese to educe'tlca en:fl em.r>loyment oppo:rtunl tt.es, they 
/ ' 

came to occupy . a ri..rtud ~tcnopoJ.y ()Ver the n*W .Suc•~lon, and 

'flUed UP· moat ot 'the PG.D.ltteci .J:ank& oi the admtnS.at~.atlOft. 1 

Anothe:r: noteWorthy fea.tuH of tno -.%9!119 Goc1a1 ecenerlo 

of Meharashtra in G\e nineteenth e:cantUl'ft. as. suggested eal"l1•~:• 
- . ( . 

' . 
w&$ that the oducatad middle cleos wes .-%V!ftO mainly fJ:om 

among the t~a:U.Ucmal upPf: secUona of fhe society. Deap1 te 

. tbe 8rit1eh attemPt to ~mise BJabmin J'61.Xlopoly oveJ: tducatton 

an~ $pi:Oo.d it ·to o'tbol' sOtJUon& Q£ 11\e sootety, tbe lack ot 

d,$\•elopm.ent of popula~ education ht1ped enaure S.rahmt.n monopo1y.2 

A1 'U\ougb the tradltlona:t. hegemony of tho Bratunt.no ,. eapecielly 

tbe Cbl tp-avms! bed t.nc~eestnglv been undemlned e1nc• 1818• 

they remained tb• moot tntluentlal lotlal g:roup in Mabarathtra. 3 

lt. was they with an tntell9ctuo.1 t.J:edit!on wbo were best able to 

t.akt advsntago of WHtem tducatton and 1.t& usoclaWd etnplorrneat 

opponunlUes.4· the intellec·tuele of tAo n1net.eentb centuxy, 

l.lJ .t t.M q I f .. lllihtl I I IJ"IJiJUU •. )lA ,ltii.' Pif.l4 b,ii *"1illl f. 11 . I iU MCI .J.b .T { _91[11.. P' IJ I 1M 

1. ~·-~fJu&,,t,ct~.~; P,~,eX,..pi tr 1Bf\d. !a1"allfi\• Vol.l. IP•Cl~·, p.J,476. . . . . ... . . . . . . . 

2~ O!nvftdt• Gallt OPt-cit .. , p.76t 
t!Dt? rl."''fi'l .. 



fo~et atlun:a when tho latter mlgratad tnto the powe.- posl tloha 

tilde~: t.be Raj.1 Th1e w:aO:, t.n eho~t, tbe bletorlcal context 

uftdel' ·wbJ;ch the lnte11ectuG1G aalged and functioned in 

MahQ'ath va. d._Jlng thec ttiaetRentrt eentur. 

f£au.All1tt. ~!!UH!a&.e 

. Nearly all tbe btellectuals In nineteenth CflfttUI'y 

.M.ahal'aahtra happened to be Ent1t.a~ucatett, and 'the il!lPxin t 

of WesteJ'h ldeas l• cleal"lV dlsc,eJ:ntbt• 1rt t.heir thought. In 

tbeil' wd.UDgo etld. ;epeech,et they .. Prof us ely quoted. the toe as . 

of •••tel'ft Pi\l.loaOJ)he~t. Mo• sttalftoantly, 1be model of 

socl~eoncmJ.c development td\leb tba 1nte11ectualll h.S t.n mind 

wee the 8dUsh (bcuJ!geole) one. 11\u int.eJ.lectuG1 adg!n& 

of soclo-cult'AJJ!al ~"M&clousne$8 among the .Cucat~ Malui~aib• 

tri.ans, theJOf()Wf), can cezW.n1y be to an lU~tent att,%-lbuted 

to En91leh education •• t.belr SntrOClucUon w \he JBOt.iern 

Wea•m · tftough"• Sat Eng11Gh wee aot. the sole fotmettv• . 

llltluenee m them. they we,.,. g.rOli!\ded .tn the Incllan pt&J.lo•o• 

Phietl thought. aa :muob as ther •• 1n the westora'h ln teet, 

the, lnf!Uenee of the .&ndlv•nou&. 1ftteJ..U:t.ctuel uad1ttcn was 

gzeaUy •~ked t.n ttl$ D!neteutth Cen"tUV 1-'t:.ba ... ashtden th.ought, 

mee ti\en QftJ'WheM else tn ccmtftlpo,t&l'f l"...Ua. Besidee;, they 

knew n-ot only Eng11t~n bu' aho weJ:e wel~eHed 11\ the lndlan 

claPlcal language& llke Sa..ttsk.rl '\• Mentlcn :may be made of 

MaftdUk and BbendaakeJO!n particular • 
. _ ................ ,_. 
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. 
A cone!derable numbrf~ ·of Matuu:asbtdan lnteUeei»ale. 

wen gl"eatly S.mNesned b\f the eg41tulen ideas of tbe Bhaktl 
j 

ealnt-P()flte, .arid. they bad . .irraeruJe J&ve~:enee fo• th• medleval 

my&t5.cs.1 ·nte lattez eaerted:. conald.•t:abl• lntlutnce on the 

;atnetoentb cen.turv PlOMGn, s.o rauob so that they prow.t1y 

took 'themselves to bQ 1:1\o t~ueeedco~e of ille BbakU saints, . . ~ . . . 

<leetltd.ad to ·extend end etc.t>•otQ tte ml,oto2ron of the latta~: 
. 2 
to lta lorl·cal conclUS·lm·· fhoy _pg~tsed thetl fO't thelz· 

denounclng caste ty:ranny. po:tytbel~m 1 ldol.wo"blp, dtuaUam 

•• 1 1 -·····. 
. , I. Fl{J f.l_' .. Wfi!Ut UJOI[TII!Q P 1"1 .. J. I.Btlll iU,WFlliJI:." .. -.f ...... MJII·t_t_;;;: tt¢ _Itt 

a .• 

see aanaoe, M.a., ~!2!!.~:\nf .• e~.!P!.!t.,.9 • 
~~.P.~Jt.fJ.lC!'& .!1-ia..~.fl!, anp, ~.J.!fihl!t collected arKl 
ccmpi.lftd bV M.a. Ko1etkaJ:', Bombay,. G~ Claridge and 
co. • 1902, pp.U5-421• R~na4e •. M.G .• , Rise oi \1\9 - •ntt _· x a ..,.. 

t!BJLI\...t.!!1!1U• Delhi Pub11catlGn& Dlv1slon, 1961t p.64, 
Sbanda:kel', ,R!tG. • .!etf!1t, VOl.lit p,.615• Chan.;iavertar, 
N.G., Pe·~· ,.c. 
Bhanda~tkal' beld ' ,. D\e o1o;en of a•votlon, pu .. l.ty of 
been ..W 6oclal equality we have lnberited from 
OUI' ~we.-1Jt'u.1 fJhakU saS,ntG•

0
r Ou:~- mf.;ss1m S.r. to oxtend 

~a.l elworate the mJ.ss·lcn ... :tile Sbsktl sainte to 
1 tG logtf;d conclual.oth• Se• Btu.ftdarkar.a.o.op.olt., .,,.. 
Vol~Il, p.6l&. " The Bhatti propbetG hl.lVt left us 
e deb ieg acy., •' Tl\e prophets 61UI Pflladlers of the 
Bbaktl sChool bwe lnapbaUon of th-e Jlgh.t eott 1n 
tbelz teacblflU$ to fill !JB with bealihy i·ded of 
h.oll~Jete.•• Q\.anchilVUkii:r• N.a •• op •. c:t.t,, p.42, . . ---r tAt t:•••lllil 

•• 
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and aellgS.out focmaU.srn,1 the tssuea agd.net .taJ.ch the 

nl.tteteentl\ centu*Y lntct1lectua1e endeavoured thl'oughout 
.: ... 

&e petlod. lhaftade waa highly !lapses sed by tl'Uil •ffoJ:ts 

of th~~·Bbaktl etd.nts to stetu: the coclet,y on tile pdnciple& 

of egelJ:tart.enlstD.2 11o ;•atly sdmit:.S them fo~ their 

emJJbasie qn. tbe eats •uluare end the uJW.ttment of people 

in geneaal without &ftV dleUnc\t.OM • .3 flo called them 

•• the pnacbo:as end PfOpbeta of lilndU Pcote&tant1•m ... 

Cbanctavazltaz held tbem ln· high: este• eapeclally for thel% 

espousal of the eauae of •• depl'e&.$ed claaaea.4 

Chandava~ka~ wzote 1 " 1 t l$ no oa~4U:atlon to aav ihat. 
what bas kept up tl\'4) beart of 'tb• Hl.n<lUt be he h1gh-cas t• 
or low-caste,. t.e tho a~a.1c, the poatzv• the llfe of the 
sel.ntG: of devotton~l acbool. The sat.ntt denounced dogma, 
fo:rma1lGrtl SA :zet~Qton end caste ty~rmny. By tboi~ . 
P:reaeht.nts the ealnta td.od to .save H1Adula fl'Om decay 
and ctwea•.~:att..OftJ'. see a..endava%'.· .. kaJ;,N.G., &tfitt&a.• 
pp.l44•149. Ranade held • •Polyt\e:tetlc wo•. p was 
condtltl'lld bOth 1n .ibeotY and ln.PJ:$tl·c• by the eas.nu 
and PnPhittG of Mahal'&eb tra. Tukt.Wam and Read as 
denounced ld01.worsh1P• and d.te•. _., rltuala. see 
Ranade, M.G." ·ge.·cl.S,, 1961• PP• 72•13. 

•the pdnct.:pal feat.un• of the ~oUg1ou& mov•men t 
canraencln; ln the fifteenth centuzy w1 tb llnyamhw we%'8 
the attempt at the mod1f1caUon of 11\e ttd.etneas of the 
old .eplft,t of ~aste exclusiveness.- \be ~alalng of the 
Shudra: classes to a poaltlon of o:ptdtual pow:er liftd. social 
llnPOzotence almost equal to that of the Bzehmane.t lt 
~al&ed 1he o tatuo Of wQaen, made tbe natlon mOl'e bwnarut. 
lt.sutdected md panlv cud•a Ct~t a plan of tet:oncl1.laU.or 
wl th tfie Mohemedans. It tubo!dlnetMd 11\e lmpozt~ce of 
zltes. and c&-..rnon1es .... to the bt.obtr ac:e.lle.nce. Of woz& .. · hlP 
by meena of Love and Fat,t:h. lt checked the o•,••ses of 
polytheism. It teadecl ln .all thes• ways to Z'als• the 
nation. gene•aUr to a hlgbe.; level of capacity both of 
thought end acum ... Ranade,. M.G., .9f•_c1 t~ • 19a.2 ,pp.221-428. 

1-1-· pP~201408., 
Chandavel'kar, N~G•:• 9!~~1;t., P•146·.!1 
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lt. ohou14, tu•ove~. be emPhaa1eecl that the lntelleemala 

~ Mahat&Gh'WG- weze not eo 1111ch conc~ed with the soune ot· 

ttn•ledge (or ln&plaaUon) ~u• wlth tbe ·uowlodge ltself, Any 

IOUJ~co·, loJ"o1gft or lndlgenous, wan t.velecme and deslrablo lf 

lt •as capable of vlsualltlng them about the p:robletnl of t.he1r 

own soclety.1 Ttteis telec:Uon of tht s~ou.rce wae cU.scdmt.• 
. . . e.c tu-lic. 

nat.vzy. 1n ·Otbel" •bl:dS, tber wen ~flee tie end not tyathetlc 

l 
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la. tbe1r Cbolce. Bot tltey OGOtt%a11y pxei•$J"ffd t~ be inspizect 

ond .oulded by tbe llld:lgenous guw$. in&~ad of fozetgn 

phl1oaopb•:~a.1 

lt shOUl-d• howwe:e, be pointed out 11\at oa ld•a of -

tbe tomatlve influences on the in te1.tecwa1e ls not beetd 

on adaquato eounoth lt lt p.-J.marUy bated on an unde~tand• . 
lng of vlutt tber eubjectlvely though• •o held, end not on 

what objectlvelr w«~t into· the makl.ng of thel: ldeaa. Because 

of the Paucl tv of the •t~Ulltld eourc&$ ond other Uml.tsUons, 

thte could ftO\ be suffld.en,uy eaalvsed. the ·•at• Ung b.lo-

9•$.PbS.ea aa:e baldly of any help as I u as. the fO%Matlon ot 

lntellectuale as a oott.al gi'C*p la CCM81!'Uid. The fact 

remains, however, tl\at 'tbe tn·tollectuai link ot 'the nineteenth 

con,tusy pt.cneen of Maba:raebua with tiM lnctltenous intellec

tual tradlU.on was wzy zeal. and lftt.lmate, wha""•r- the 

obJecUve aOle of th.e otbea 1ft.fluEOces lrl the eakii'Jg of 

nineteenth centu:JV 1l'4.nd. 

J __ J •. 7 'f - -' JQl_. 
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rm reoenentlon of lndian, aoclaty wa• the centl'al 

theme of tho lrrt~11&ctua1 encte~vou~& 1ft •wteenth contury 

Mal\enal\va• 11m Cotlto:n of the t.nteUectuale eontftd 

ltd.'Q•lv on aocbl and cultural QU~stlone~ The ldantlflcstlM 

of the aoclo-cuJ.·turat evuc COI'latltuted an lmportar.t ata•ttno

potnt of their attempt at &otlal ICtMwa1. t,Nt, the firat 

condition. of aU imp:'<JVemtn.t b the aocognltlan of exiltlno 

evfla end dofeetc Jn tho eoclaty.. Tbt !derttlf:lcatt.on of ev11t 

by the Mahareehtwtan lntelle.ctuale was follOWtd by an attempt 

at providln(J tolutiono to them. 

sCclal Issues~: custa:ao and p,.atticee conatltut.ed the 

tooth~ of attontlon ot th& tn•J.lectuala. A host ot pclal 

cuttQ!e and J:eliGiiCiis phctlces tuch at tb• <togndod poalttoa 

Of wan9flt chlld...,rrtaoa·. ·polwamy, enft:>J:eed widowhood, oaete, 
:Idolatry, po1yt.,_bm, petoctbood, l'ltual.1sm and otho~ auper

s~itlons pzevaient ln 'the aoet..ty ••• ~1\t und• atWJW 

lntctlloctual attack Sn the nm~tttnth oentury. They wtft 

hiohl lohtod a& denoting all•r6Und social decay eftd cte;one:ratton~ 

ln 8ft atoampt to •novate the aoclal .ot'der, the &ntslleetualt 

advocated tbe upllftmcnt Of tho po•ttcn of ween, marr!ege 

only eftea- tt. ntabent of pUbl~tv. monC~U•Y• wldcw-maftlaoe, 

·Ollmtftatlon Of ctteto <ltatlnctlons, monothele, t;thl.tual tJOJ:obtp 

and the one~ of sooal bi(foby and •upttretltlcne•. 1M underlyJno 

con~m wae t'- al1 l'Ound prCSiresa ot Indian eoct.otY on the 

f·oundations of a tefoll'!Od socio-cUltural system. 1ft tbls aectlon 
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we would t~ to stoor 1ft sat&Wtat det.aU thl canplexltlea of 

the h1le~ctua1 ldeaa in nJneteen.th century Maharaahtra a#ound 

the$9 p~oblema-.· 

~«1!1!..91!.!1.'19.1• Ao the Jntelleetuale •»•d the exlttlfto 
socio-oultutal •cent of tho eounv,, thly ,c;_. to tbt· ~one1uslon 

tllat •the ecnd!tlon of wcmen In India ls deplcrably bad aM 

wwtchM "i;1 neu pt.tlabl& plloh\ •• vt.•wed ·by ·tfllm •·• a 

blgh1y paasiftg ptobl.em ot the t:Sme. Th• questiOfi et waftOn 

••• tbo~&ff!D:O• glvtn •eia1 attentlcn ln. the n.t.n~teenth 

century Mebamahtrlaa Snte11eotU81 tehlmt, til eoclal 'ttcdt• 

fm:maticn.. N&a~1Y every t.ntel:toctua1 wa• conconed wlth w<aen

questlon. tho &1Clsttno pnet!ete of chUd-cnafttare, enfOJ:eed 

wSdowltOOdt polygamy, fern~ secludcn, p•oet.ltuttcn, oto. weft 

htoUiohted at tblt evUa ot m~at•ou• magnitucte•2 Child• 

ma~:~lap was thought to bt at the •oot t:Jt ottt.• toclal GVU• 

and lnjustt.te. 1 It was chUd-ma:~t.age tttat offt» zeeulted 

Sn tho e!:ly wtdcwhocd, and p~Gnot. polvvamy:4 POlygamy 

·was vawed aa •• tM f•nll• $0\.m,Ce of evil, moJ>al as •11 a• 
phyoical •• ~ and e relic of bazbal'iah aftd prsmeval neetc$,l1:y•~. 1 

I .· U11!il'ji'!Ul. il!lll Ill:· 
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infOI'ced wfdcwl\ocl and po1WMtY involved mtc>ld mlGGrle& 

W1lctod upm thG female fl.bki tt.oy tlgnlftad a cwel c~*n• 

agaln&t tuaan&ty.;1 fo Bbanda.t~ enforced w4tlawb0Cd denoted 

~>aat~a.rtty end low level cr eoetaJ dewiCptQOn~· 1ft held' 

•• the *'""'ty ~. allOW$ am to me~zv any n•be• 

of ttmaa, •von upto tne ag• of • .._,,, whllo lt 

ot'r0ft91Y torbldt •wn oltls of Gevtft Ol' eight to 

have aao~~ hutbard afte:l" one 11 nad ••·. a 

•ocAety;whlcb sete, very 11tt1.e valuo •en the llf• 

ot a faa&e ht~Aeft be !no •· and places wt~Den 0\ tht 

8altte leve.l with oattle, 1& 1ft en unecund cCftdttlcn, 

d£$qualft!e4 f<t% e tUCC$asiU1. cCii'fpGUtlm with 

a•cto t.leo wl tb a more boat thy· conatituttca••i2 

Jembtekar con~ '\M cyattnt ot den.cJN ....,. •t.nomo ;irle. 

at it was baeed on. btrllon de;J~atton and exploltatlontt' 

t ·n.· om.1toraticn ot tM· to.nttltlt~n ot Indian wGICfa •• 
. 

tmj)baalsed as a matte,_. of utmost ~anev, and n&ceae&tv tn 

th& Ma~~ahtdan intellectual eotteme of tot1&1 cbaage:. Tt. 

t.ntollectuala hild that etcf.91 oftd Jt.eUOftal PI'OOJes4 could 

ftot be aehUWd 1.1\leso .-n wexo .llbtnted from the ehacklec 
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.of soc tal tvramv and coa:\4)t p:actic&$. They souvbt al tematlvo 

solut!cns to tttrllen problomt in the cons11netion of marr.lage a.ft~r 

. tlw attainment of pubert~. ·1nonogamvi 8ftd wldew-tnadlege., 3 nw 
quaatlon of wtdow maulap l'OeG l~d gzeatel' attention of tho 

Snte11eetuals.. AJ.t~uoh tt. Indian 00¥8...,._, lutd 19gaJ.lsOd 

the maubve of' Hindu w~tdO"Rs bV the Ac' of XV of 1~6 pa seed 

by ttw Leglslattw·· CO.unell:l lt mad• lltU• pi'Ogxess ~n account 

of pcpule.r fee1Mg agclnat the ~fOl'm. 4, It·-~, ~bezetotG, 
UJtOH _r tn_ •J:I¢"fii ••ti"i ttl' ,._._~t: r--~-._ 1_· _-.~ rH:~t:t"·~-""~•-••••i··-,.-,,-· ·-• ...,._._ .. _H_.,._. _ _....I_s -· 11-."""'· .-•-J -·,--,~·-·-··--·-*• 
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found hl;h1 v «eelrabtt t;H~peclall v tn the Bcmbay Pats!deney 
;\~ . 

· tc drlw thls~ !a~ to tbe p&cp1•'• ccnsct..nco.1 lt should; 

h~ver. be emptmGlsed that the· inte11ectua1s of Mataa~aetttn 
. ' . 

never advocatld ceapul$OJJY \"1tdow-mer~pi wttat theY wanted. 

was &imply tbe_ ellmln&Uon til socb:l obetecl•s In the way of 

sea11elng · voluntcary w1.d~auiage~ 

Vum:u Sbaat~l Pandlt t-s the staunch ad,·~trtte ot wldow

manlage. He devotod b.ls whole 11fe In fu~ther!rtg tte cause 

ot wcmeft? He t~lm$lated lemmt Chandra Vidyaoagar• s wen$ 

lnto Manthl Sri ·otde¥' to et~gt.Mn ble a~nts for wfdow• 

lftD:ftMV&• under hf.e 1eattenhlp and· ouSdanee tha Widow MaJ.>JriaVO 
. ' . . 

Aeaoclatton wae f~ In 186! wh0$8 sole objective was ·to 

•ncoutagt audll\lan!Gpe and to create -favouJabie yntbllc 
' .. 

opinion. -Slne$J."01V contt!zn&d with tht ptoblem ot lndlan __ 

wldowboOct, Pandtt •t an example by nnuutrvlfttl a widow ln 

181&! to most of i.W, 't.n .. lle-ctualn 'tf* f!lai.1no de~ds and.·. 

ideolcokal ccraml~nt ·of· Pandlt to wanen-emant'tpatlon Wtl'e . 
' 

a aource of lnepii'Qt!on and eounge. Bhanda.r, ln. tt:-
. teeth of c:onei"att.w op,OCiti.on whtch t.nvol v.tti ·a threat · 

to exccmmun~ate-.htm. e11-d t'- -.mania;• of hlo de~'hte• 

Shantabal wlth Paland:tkat tn 1991? r»eptte the •lMeJO 

attempt of the :Jntelleetualst howt:ver• tbD preble of Hindu 

·w:ldowhocd amtdnt\d as t.U!ressitto as ••r• 
·-···· 
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Although most .Of the lnteU octuala, emphas.lsod aa1cgemy and 

wld-...mafttaoe. Jambte&e•· and Dlstmukb etoed dlotinct fi'OI othlzo• 

• tM qua&tl.tm of t01utlcnt to M'lMm pl*ebleat-. Thty ,.ought a 

pemanent e:Olutton to the ptob1tmt til .-n not 1ft monogamy and 

. wSd~~•taoe., but • ••1 diat:olbution. ot •tohta to w~ft•1 

Their •u-'-d!ftate pesltion in tht eocktty was •S.wod to bt tht 

result ot tbo lack of equal zl;btc to u..2 l!ut thly dfd not 

sSnglo out tiw lOts Of ,.,opo<r~hts to wcmen to be tht •oot. 

cause or thelJ •ubOilll!nnte poaitton m tht •oclety •• Rmrnotwt 
Roy had d .. Ja 8ange~l~1 

to ~clade, ttl• qUestion Of '\lltm:- •• vhwtd on hl1Danlat.1c 

v•~a,. thelr eman~~tltn ••• theltfar•• not tilt emencd.patlcn 

ot efmply female folk• tlut tblt fJl :tbo tmuft.lty• Tho hunanilltl 

of the Maha•aebw&an Sftt911~ctuala watt ti ... r,. elu1Uttd tn their 

concom f• -. national, and eoe.lel dewl~cpment. 1a othe~t words, 

they vtewett the we~etton not e-olely ,_. hteanlst vlewpo!nt 

but al eo frflm tta utlt:ft.al atandpolnt. as thD auboldlneticwa of 

wanen clgnlfled s-ocial degeM#tatlcn and notional baclwaldMie~·3 

The Mtllowatlell or e. .lot ot J.ndld warren ••• theafore, not 

etmply a. btllUiftbt MC.tslty, lt was· e.-ntul f~ tt. proozeas t1 

the aocMty aJltl the c<QltJJ aa 1 wht4t'~ 

· Mi ~ II 1 tl ~~ . I [ I , . . I] f ITI HT!I( ) r 
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tb&- laaues d satl :tM Wanttctile •• not f"eiVf!ntly 

teten up bV tho MahaalbUian lfttltlleetual•, a1tho1lfh thtty . . ~ ~ 

wen olvol\ occastonal attention, aa 1a Glees- ,f~att tboiJ> Wl"ittnoc 

and SJdC&M$• the faot '• eat the.Gt touts •• no lMfJOr the 

~lfto pl!'obl~•· •• tbty won en tt.b ,_. dtalno tht beot~ 

daya of the. $'0Vement, tmy had already boort. brlnfted by thl 

Brlti&b Oowz.nmentf the practao tJt oatl 'mil• abollstted in 1829; 

haetlcoa of eat& atld Jnfaatlc!de bed, ho:.ever., not entin1y 

dloappta_.d fi'Q!t t'* .«toclal •••• such eases,- thouob 

Snc:e-ee1ng1y deezea&lnu't often came to the f·etr• hen and theJtO 

pa•tieula#IY ttl \ht 1SS,a Jn, Maharcusbt~a~1 

contut~-==:;::~ ~8:.::: ::::~t~; :o::teefttb t 
._abttlnrl tM .bonds 0t mnanttv• 3 end <~••~~- tht oHWtlt · 

01 nattaaal catao&oucaeos In lndutiJ ·n.· cao~ · • .,.-."'_ wae a.bh~X1ln1 
. . . 

e• it did not -.ormMt tht ~!atilt ot Justt#t 1M o~.litv•' 
luiiL. ·_. l l.UJ .~ 3 t r• .MIW; I ... _Kid- .r l 
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Pal!ltlnatd vlewd caatt •·• a ocntributary f ac~ in tocial 

4teonatlon aJ'Jd nta-.t.toa t1 p»QJtes$; To quote 1\lmt 

''Our preaent eor:W aY&Mnti end praetlcee combine 1st 

tiWmGOl•s all ttl& elomonto Of f:m!pora1 tyranny .and 

eeeold0te1 deapott.am., Gftd. embalr thOu ••~Ue• Jn the 

baneful wndm eo •~rtenuy ealeulatod t~ 10prees aU 

OJI4(JIMlity e~· thetellt,ot mofa1 vto_. end lndependenee 

and foae of cha·~acte~, 'to u•at pl'otfltts, eQd to 
~· ' . :.. 

paw the way· <11 nattma1 . weaba 6$. •m d;egl'adattcn. 

The· ca~ta eyetem eUentty cO\~lbutee 1t.c dw ahan 

, to tblc state ot. otaonetlont. 1t cbtcka cen"toua· end 

real progseac .• -' . 

t:aete wat, In sbtct• vlCMed at a Ol'eat $OCb1· evuf and. tm 
I ·•l'tmtnatlcm ot' caot& dffttinctlon., hftfoft. bee .. an .... 

' ""' ~ ,{ . ~ . . . 

b•tlng obteaslon. with· ne.al'ly a.11 the tn.t"l~e.ctual• !n general 

a~d Qac!Oba 1ft pa:riS:Cut•~· .•ci~ •hati.t.~ that eaete. 

dlstth"Jctlms bad to twa oJ.Jmblsted ln tts eatlftty,3 and e:c 
dkt Agal'bJ:':t:4 · IJtabnaohn:ci was dead aoatnet caet:.e d.latlnetlons 

' ... and bGlieWd 1ft the ·•••e Of tmn8ftitv.4' - ... one .Of tf!•• . 
who ~nlv eballe~d 'the :~JgSdlty .,, , .. ceattl .,,.. Though 
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himself a enmki, he emptcyed a MaslJm cook ard aM feed 

served by c:nvaw~1 lambheka#· ttrassed Srothethooel of Man as 

the cald!nal cz:eed of hUDanlty~-2 ,_ made no dltttnctlm . 
betweM Cll$~ and• ~teeds 1ft bis daUy l.lf&'. 8 A& noted eal'ller, 

an c,gen1satlonal cbal!.enqo to tbe erHate .ovatem was gtven by 

t.ht h~t.ehlttte Sebha whose functioning !nvoJ.wd nca-observance 

ot casta d lotinettorur.· 

ftlt tft,te11•c~ual~··i ~atte.ok on the c;ao• ~yotem in pnaal 

.. often came to ctacentate tn Sr&taan£sm. The Bztatnln• at • 

caste •~• eesttoated for ·tbelr a.ttempt at· malntaf.ftlnl' tbt 

ca.tite bler••Jtr -~ ttair aupe%tor1ty ~·· tbe· Sndlan $oC!etv• 
·"·"'' ,._··:~;'!1. . •. . . - . ' ~ • ., • ' • 

the~ W.ta. tatld zeeponsWe fo~ Ol'\Ting bkth ·am~ p~ to othtr 

eoclal. tnequa11t.JH••'4 ftut p%ea&nt oocbl d~neratlon.' wa; 

g.-eatly att.lbuttd to -. .... bigctftY~· Tht eJtbtSno cuatons 
' 

and practices we:te vtewtd d being nothing a,ut the selfteh 

inventlcns t:t Bftllft,inti:fl fhti gmatett v1o1enea t9 tt.e eoclety 

. . 
5• •• A 02eet deal Cit OUt" p:emnt degen6:tat~n ·~· undoubted1 y due 

\o the n~rrtwnflo~ ·end blootrr « · -~~-. • Chandavsstcar, 
. N. G. .. t IPt cU., p4145~ · 
6• • The B,rah:blns created tMS9 bQJ.!efn and p"recUeee Jn. ord•:r 

to meet thou selfish •nctc. • n·H~hnukh, G. H., •• ;U1 • No.? 
w.l3fl-140~ . . · 
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,CG!iff1ltted by t._ Brahnln$ wae tbelr d~Jber:ate attempt to 

p~otuate \he eU\dliton of !gfteranec mono the peeple !1\ 

gen·ere&. and among WCI!H$1 Ia. partf.eult·X'~l n.y did so mat.n1y 

i.n order to maintain tbeu tl"adittona1 euporle!ty dd 

d<minanc• Sn the scc.Mtt; 1n ohet, flramMllm •••• heid tt1 

m a bolt at. Indtan society~ 

Tho 1ntel1ectuala. tboJGfore, took th8 task fl eJCpO$Jfto · 

the facade 01 Bft'lalft eUpe~lorlty •• a me<tt'u~ of utmost. . 
,.,,-'{~,.,;-~ . ~.;~:" . . 

, necessity.• Lokaltltwadl posed a ~ioua !ntellectual cba11ertoo 

· · to the- ~rad1ttonal supea·~ttv of tte Brthnlnt oveJ- all othtte 

e.stoa • · sn.d exposed ·the utte% hoUO'mtoa.t of lte f··Otmdatlan•~ 2 

'tiU.ptwtta~ wao very ha~$1\ on those llratalns who wetre educated 
. J < ~~·"":"-·~ t~··t-· ~- ~ 

tntd •Wl et•ptetl 't.o plteserw the c:aete eyGtem end otbet' . 
scelal •vU.a. Je. du.bts·d U.m M •t~w held of dem£-tOal• 

educ.atRd Batriant. ,. While cCftdemnlnQ thfJ IWakDlft daulnanee; 

the' lntel1ectualt ed~tnd tM uplltt.mqnt of ·tbt lONt:~ caetoa 
and dtpHa.sed classttt' . ~ .. . " 

~ . - ... ... 

a:tion&st In nattu:e~: ftle .tn,•u~ctual.s tried t• centclouel v 
lt ... PE! I l tt:lt( 1 f f 1 - I ·; .it 



avoJd t.:aete-hoatllitv:1 Moaowr, r.mti-IJ:atman1Gtn In 

Mahalf.aobt.a waa not o elate wa~~ 
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,In conelustan •. th• f~t aoalftst tbe caste avate in the 

lnte11oQtua1 thou;;rht of nineteenth· c;ttntUl'y llaharaahtta ••• in 

actuality,. a ft.gl\t not ag&Jnat th:t GV$tem ltetlf bUt against 

itt :r:egulatlone and nstrlctlMI'~ In othe:e wold•• tbO battle 

was waged mainly agalrlst ceete ·d11Jt!netlcne and otbe'l' cwU• 
. . ~ ~ . . ~ ' . . 

fla'arteit.NJ f10n ·ttwm, nd not agalne,t thl w~v baau .of tho 

system. Antk&UJtebm In ita ttu; ~- dAd not cenfltltute 

the r>:~~ticf11 f'rOgt:amtne of the lntRll~ct~ endetttiotir ~ 

lllneteenth ctnt~ .M.abUll$hta. AlthO"UCJh ca•ta wet denounced, 

the way• of" flqbtin; lt --a !ned coni kl•d to neoatt.vo JMJthtdt 

like Inter-dining 81\d n~mnce r4· cthe_. colts ngula'tlone• 

The poa!Uw methOde llko neoatl.ng the ·ve~·e•i#tenoa Of casta 

could not cen•tttuta tbtt e.tm tMme o1 the lfttelleotual 

:achame o~· soeW regeneration~·~ 

The lntsllectuaJ.t « ntnoteenth Mntu.:y Maba·n$btft laJd 

gweter· emp:haalo en aoc1&1 r.,em,. as aocla:l problenttt •• boa~ 

greate~ l'eepcnstbllltv f~ our· b9:ckwalidnett.tt2 ·Mo•ov.~, ttwft· 

.·o oil .. · ~ I . t.J 1 Fli. J 11• t1 "I liiOL " 
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wae a conmon Jlia1leation emcng them that without aoct.al zefom 

aa the baesa· eoctety cCild not ptOIJXGtte~ SOI.IIJlt ~KtfCJl'flt •• 

ccru~ltrerod a· cwppf.NJ•etcn• lftto rH>lltkal lndependtnce, e~cnanlc 

deWlOpment and ·the attaf.mnont of natf.MG1 VJciOUI' aDd Yltallt~l 
lt had a ~- objective· 01 n ,:removing ell obe~clte towards 

devolcpmmts in all <~epan.nt:J ... -a 
. . 

JU's!911&1AIII* Tht •1tJiout !deae of th& Mtshtl~aabt:rlan 

tntelt:o~tuala o•at1y centM<S around ·tJle e"lst!ftt nll§lous 

pl'a~ticos An the Hindu $.lOCI.e\Y• l'h;y •• cne !n dtnounetno 

Idola~;* pc:tlytbaltA aQi pr•ou, ln-med!atlcn tn tb• 

rellg·tou$ mattnta 14 ttw· ,_eplt.: PdeetJioed was ·vs..Wf! ae \he 

most dan«o~cue d&Wlopmf;iit f.n HtndUbnf4 lt wa1 consS.d•,e an 
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urmeceeaarv n delatitt betweon man and God. tte B%ahnenlca1 

priests we%'0 held •eponsible tor the tocial <Seoradetton, of 

tb• cocSety and ·othe~ &OCla1 ev11s.1 It waa the Bratm!n 

ptlests who for aht$• conol~:atlttlh.l of prQ!lotiftg 'thei~ ealf• 

lntensts manipulated and twisted the ,,_ taeehSftoa ot 

Hindule:1 TMV tnwnmd the praet.tce Of pOl ythOls. jdolati'Y 

end a hht of d.tua1a 1ft ede:r: to eXploit the pooplo under till 

tarb of "lil;lM. 3 Jtoepin; the· people undtr tho d•rkneto Of 

Aonorsn:ce ••• ttte weerum they U&H. to •nsutG the!» cucp1o1tatlon.4 

Ti. lntellectuals• attack em the e•l$\inq Hindu •eltJ)!.otl& /,. · 

oyatem was,, h:c:»JJVel'• d1amotriea11y dUfeBnt fran \he attack l 
ot mlteloner1eo on the Hindu falt'h. Tho intell•ctuala doncunced 

priesthOOd and other aJtana!teo c.~ept Into Htndul.:tm for the 

puiJ)Oto ot afomatJ.Oftt ·thO mlsstona~leo . donounc:ed Hlndtll$1! 

eecentSaUy fat that of ~osalyt.teation. · But when. Hlndut:c:m· · 

wa.o a 'taCk$! by tbe Ch»l'a:U.eft m1oslonatlea1 the iftte11ectuals 

of Maharaahtra openly eama, to the def~·nee of Hindu :rol:Stton. 

Jn o,the% wos:cta,: the! cud.~t~ttg HSnth.t! •la:t.-syatem dld constltutl 

a taxvet of attack by the lnteUeetuelot but when t.t· waSJ vl•wed 
.. .. . ~ 

tn relation to Chrlstlant.ty,. ttte·v cam~ to ttG defence. RJ.oht 

f:rom .Jambho·kar to Dadoba:, fteattlV all the into11e~tua1• held that 

·~ 'Afi~l;)Fg~·"4'S• f -· Gilt~•· 1971• pp~~·--
2. '• ·'ibe VGdas have· be@n tumect. and twisted s.n· the hartds Of the 

S:ratatn p2lects into ell sorto ot centoriton• and dof omat ttt.ea. , 
the genuine buth 0'1 Hl.nduie l8 thus bkldel'l tnm the peq,le. fh( 
tel!'-'flltorests of tbe lntemedteJ-Iea tm• Pbbed._tt\ie nllglcn ·~ 
t.ta prlsUve glorr•.•tnrkhadluar.,o.P.. A H · . ·. . .·• ·. 

t. · . f. · - · : · , · Clft on • - eo s ke, •P• t/ - . . . 

3.; Dealeukh,G~ H. • Slia·cu. .1 No.1 PP• l3$-l40., 
4;. 8114·. p •. 136. 



ThO pros.f.lytla.tng actlvltee of tbe Chrlstlan mlaslona:rlea 

often backed up by otflclal e~ort decp1te the Goveamumt•e 

p~nounced po11cy ot ma.lntaln.lng neutn1lty !n nlt.ot.oue matt•~•, 

had acqUired raenanclng pJ<oporUoru~ by· the f1J:at half Of ttw 

nltloteenth century~:! fbts oze•tl.y influenced thn re~on~ Cf the 

nattve 1nte.llectU:&1s to ChtS.tSan1ty., Concerned with thO problem• 

ef the ta(U,oencus soe!J9ty end cUlture·, they took up the tesk of 

coURteraetlng mlss11'Mat:Y WltJtnce ae cno ot V. Important ltemo 

of nform. fhoy att.(',ftl)ted to expcose tbt contndlctlons lnhozent 

In the Ch~itrt!aft f~lth lteelt, thus attacking tht intellectual 

l"ationale- at eonwl"slon into ctm:l.stlan,lty. Jl:ldoba wzotet 

n The Ch~ietl&n doe'bmo f4 HOly ~t.Jalty does not zeccneUe 

wftb the t.htty of Gcd • whtch all the Chrletlan mt.eslenarua 

so ~OIPtlV p~elm to the bealtbt'fta 1n lftdla and other . 
countries, ·aytng In the same breath to dlsauade them trcm 
tha p01ytb!1$tlc notlone which they employ in the warebip. 

of many gctla anti Qeddeeoes. 1 coUld no more believe In the 

.my~rtetty of a htftlty In Unity o~ or· a T:rl"t)e:reonal God, aa 

It lt calledt. thtim l could tolteve ln three dolla':ra beino 
ln one dollar. 01: thBO applfts In ono appl.e. tha verr notlcn 

biting r.ua.J!a.d~lc.a1 on the """' face ·~ tt'~ ·tt3 
The ewtattng tndlttcn of Tdnltal'!at\bm was htgbligh.ted aa one 

of tbe moct glaring centrad S.cticnc Of tlw Chrlatlan faith • and the 

'· :::t~.:,:t&f 's=::xt:,'l~~~:o~~:h;: :;:t~ . 
2•. fcf!'•Wit.;~;·~!~~.fi-,f! .. r:amtsm !2DJrRD1 .a ,W'-· 
3~ Tarkhadka'r, D.P.;," .GD:!SIII·• 1818, pp .. l1•12:· 
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f\t&equenoe" emplo,td: toe xplaln thls pheftQfttJUI\ was dubt.d •• 

.,_ tono cowob 01 atultllocyuence. u 1 Chrlst!aR mlaalmarlos and. 

p:rles.te ""''" d~ela~d to be the ~eal enemies 01 Chrbt&anlty, a o 

_it wae they wbo d1atoried its U\e. teachings by employing fttll\8tO.U$ 

mod If lea tiona for the -~ of furtb&•Snv tt'IO k na•row se1f•tnte•~• 2 

Dadoba tack tb·• m.i(*alonerlos to taat to# thek attempt at 
' 

e.eteblbht:ng the Chtist to be ·the fih~le and tole ·embOdtmont of 

DJ.•tfttty. T() hla the C'lUflet rep._nttd -.. p·eJ-aOlal 1\anife&tatton 

at mly a WJ:f flmell ftq) ol ·the Oi::O.at· unbounded ocean fll ·the 

d ivin ee-sence• tt3 

Although CbjplWtke~ anti oil\.~s .,..1., Ultlclttd miestena.-r 

actlv1tJot Of pnoe.lvt.batiartt~ tile t•atest challel\9& to 

Ctlrlstlan Influence ln. Mahan~ was eJu?t:tod by Vletmu Bawa 

ex-ahmncbar'<~,5 tha l!lej;o: ctwnk Of ftlt1 lnte11ectua1 endeavours 

J4wtett cn JGpulaao th& attt1ck ot Ch:tlstlan m18eloneJ'ies m 

HlftdUl:Stf.. lfa uaed to gt.W lectures tn tbo lbthl: of the Clunapatl 

... 
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.of Bembay, giving epea (!hallengea w the mJ.seicna~lee for a 

debate on the 1sote•·' · "' pointed out the fa U !no 1 and abort• 

cGillng s ot the Chl'1atlan fal~ end aceted eo aft lfttellectua1 bulwal'k 
·.:JJ,"Wit I. 

against m1sa1ona" ptOselytlsatton• Tho· agitation. wlth lts 

. wM:dv c•usade, althou;;h gagged by tM pt!OGth went on vigorously 

. tUl about 1851~a 
. . 

The ln~llectua1 attack aoa&n&~ Chr1otlan· lnfluance in 

Mahn·rasl\t.n wat;f. however, thGolcg:teal .• and not commtmal, 1ft . . 

natut<:r• It wae not diectod against tt1e Cb:tatbn ccmmmt.ty. 

nor wet lt intended to C.t"ea·te catalmd ttn&ion .cw afttm·ot:Jtty; 

More etgnlfteently, the t.nts11ectua1e htd a he•1tby a·ttf.t\de . 
towaJ'ds other rel.lgi«u~ ine1tiJ4ng ~lflt.ianlty, end t'hey weae 

not ahy of deriving inSPb'atlcn f'l'Gn· them ftrt the eake ot · 

p~~~ss and, -the tealbattcn ot tM •essence •.1 Br,limP.ltcatS.cn, 

the m~t agalntt conwrdon fftto Cb:rl$ticln.J.ty·waa eo~entla11y, 

. , .. t~uah not being expl·lcltl.y apottoutt ~tnovemdlt ot lftdlan 

•cultur:al defence•.. The defence of Hf.ndu 1\'8l.tglon by tM . 

tntelloctuala came as a -~ee ot the eul tur11 &llchrcaclaGnte 
. -



by colon!altam. The cp»ead of ~latf.aftlty !1\ India wae not 

olmply a zolJqioua ph9nonenreftt it had the tmp11eatlon ct cultural 

subjugation by tho Britl&h. .lf the lntelloetuala defended tho 

Hindu ~ellaiat and t•Jmt to rf!pu1ao Chtbtlan W'luencct, it wae 

taecautt: the lattoa- wae~ eeon to bl .a ib!oat to ttle tndl.gtn.oua 

culture and z.elt.qlon. Tho eentJ'tll po#nt til tho attempt at 
r 

•cultural t~etenet' • wat tm njectton by inU~llectualt Of co1.mia1 

cultUJ>e whleh wao he%6 be.tng prq>ageted by the meene ot J:Oli(Jlen • 

~lattenity. 

Tm nineteenth ~antury Maba%aell.ttlan &nte11eetualt' fight m 

the •eligiouo frcrrt was two.p~edt cno against the m.lt;slona.-y 

attompt at p~oafJlvtloltUon and the otM• agalft~t the BrateiA 

priests and the-k mantpulatlcnt. lambttoku •t aucceeaful attempt , 
at. nadmiss!On into Hindu fOld ol Na.rapn Sheehadl'l fzom , 

Clu:istbal"' 'o w~leh he wat cmVO·:rted waa a ~ow on bOth \ 

Cl'dtletlaf\ alsslcn•rleo., and HindU panctite who ntused to netttalt 

htm owing to ble allepd SJlpuJ:t.ty-1 

lt ta;_ hoaovor,. to 1» empbaelsed that tte. t.ft..,llectualG·Jj 
neW!' attacked telltJlon an sucbl· tb~ attack ·centred only on 

w11f11cat, pe#ve1."1Jlonc eikf Jftb:Uslata. Ttl.e intAI11ectual conecloua• 

nosa in nl.neto$1\tb eent.t¢y Mahat~t'htl'a wet not an etheiatle · 
movement•~ ln fectt tht belief 1n the eJt1ttenee ot God wee cne 
of the eha-raeterletie features of the nlnottenth Mntury 

1• J'eabhtlkar, Bei · Shaetd • istk&l., Vol,., ixx.; ·pp1!.';o..72t . . .. ' 

Chanctav·arka%, N~G••:. SRi,Glla,, pp~03-9tJ~, 



Mahara\'Atrla'n int.ll•tual tbougbt:-1 Ranade he14t 

•• God oxists, a l.fNlm.:J ~intl· or opblt, exists aa me 

SUpreme ee~ng. cause et· a.11 eauso-s, unctl'ldltlOMd In time 

ami· apace, Sup rome Ruler of the Unlvarae wh1eh !s · 

tegulated by hie P~ovt.denee, P-teemlnent ln POWir, w1$d01, 

OoedtuUUlt 1~ t juc&tleo and h01 in east LO!d t Fa,tber,, Jtdge 

Elnd ~at· GoveJno~ .Of all -n ttouJ.•~•• 2 ~1M wlndo t4ow 

fJ'Gn fear of JU.m,. and the sun rwe and sets as Ht dktcte, 

Fbe and· Jndn and even Dqath ·11Jft ot ~;lib enand. ••~' 

Pa111anard etoo echOed "ttto tenet:•l Jfttelioctual Uftderstondtng 

that iS,od ie · ewr PJG-nt ln ell objects, otvtng thmn betf:J)r 

.and noblo for.ma. ~ But !n thGk' nttvl_, notion poly\hti.MI' 

tdaJ.atzy ·end prlos·thoed had· n:o_.accanmodatton. They ·etnphfi·al-dt / 

on the other band, mmottehm¥5 and $pbltua1 worShip, 6 Without 
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eny ~:ltua11e end r:el!gl«&.a lnteaodt.atlon. Shaftdarta~ wet 

against ·the oxbtlnq mode of worship and flrmly t:o114Wftd in 

pmu:thana (pnya~) aa' the only way fc·:r purtflcatlon and elevatlcn 
. . . 1 of the heert. ·. 

Aaljglon had, tn fact. a: v.e~ aftnltituan.t place Sn the 

nineteenth oontury Matm.~aobt:rla~ lntellK\tJel thought. Relfolcn 

to tham wts not ·m-.,1y a m•tt~z: Of em(l)tSon but a mattar Of 

intellect ae •11. 1t wao oonsldoJ:Od •Jn•p.el'able frQn hunenttyJ .:A 
;. t ·r .• ' ; ·• · c.. 

'' wi tbout .nl,lglon rna..'l. is. but th$ CZ"Oatt.ll"e ~f the mc:mmt;. wlth 

lt he . 'ls tho d't Ud of etezntty. Jl . awqgklt we• vt.wad a$ art t 
tnt~u:l.lftked e~. lfttogral., aapeet ot ~•·tn4 -no ~atlon could/ 

ltve~"'Wlthout faltb In God. uS · ~· · 

,It wee ttu:r ••liaatlon ameng the ifttqll.ectua11 of the 

.ln'fS~~~neetlon between J!Gllol,M. and e9cJatv and the slfnlflcance 
' . . . 

1-''l't; ~ 'ljl:' 

of the f·o•• to the .. altby evolutie)ft ot tho latto~ tbat they 

emphactsed Jeljg1t~e .. 19famr t~ be 'he· pncondi.Ucn to• ptogt:ees 

and en.dUt'ln; s~lai «.hangs. 6. To Cbandavatka:r1 the· ~tabU:J.ty t4 a 

. . : 

1• Pbadte '· H.,... , IIR·I'h • p~T6 •. 
2. u feliole As ineopa1'$b1e .frQa ~'(Daft!~. Man has always btl.iewd 

in· sQ!tO lnvlalble p·aver fran. whlcb aU that lo vis-le hat 
apwng. •• Bhandal'ka~,.R.G. ~.aa,;b.t .,VQl,!l• p•GOS~" 

3~ Pamanand,N•M·•• 8•d\~ ,t-etter Nof.ll,p.lOtiS~ 
4i 1t The foundatlor. 0'1 society. l$ ·assen:tlslly· bourd up wltb .man·•a . 

zeltg.· .1-.. beJ..tef.,. .•• • ~.,p .• l$., .-the ftte.t and, the moat 
· J.mportent of ou $&CW~1tt ts 191,folcrt. •· Chandavanaz;, N.a., 

8l~;;llt.tP•204~~ . . ,. 

e. Cbemteva:r·ta.r,N. o_. t SPa· SIS. t p.1ta"4t; 
a. ·ttsoctal JefOJ:'ftl eann.ot be enduriniJ tmlose it 1o backed ~ by 

nl!oiCMs atom, • Jaabhekar, Bnl· Sba#tJ~l;e•fi!tt,Vol:JII,p•$28. '* Th.e QUestlO!\ ot religious reform is at t · e . t OD of all 
questions. Social l'Gform .:en eane· bUt through J!Ollgloaa ~etorm, '' 
Chaftda.va~kar,N.G. •.. m•stf:•P ...• 40 .. "Tht secret of Wl.an _ 
dovelepmont and ,.r0$81" y lie c. ln the . retomatlon of HindU 
Jelloion. • t»ehaUkh. G.~ • 'llaS~ .No.64, p.J.oa; 



aocSety 011 na_tlon could not be enst.ttGd if it wa• not baaod en and 

a~orttd by a p~e and enltgtstenod %'&ltg1_, falth.l Ji) Mld 

that material 1.lfe _and ~e11g:l<its· 111~ weze the two lnterxelatect 

aape-cts of the same eo:ln • ooe!Gty, and J heal thy $C>eial 9-rowth 

waa ftOt possible lf it W&$ not oCOUfttfil*ba1ancod by nlfql.cn. 2 . 

Rlllglon watf 'fHWid aa a very eff~ctive methOd ot coelal 

on;Sneo~:fngf! aud;al s...,ent.ttlona and obsctarantlan •re to be 

fougb.t with ;.e!igt•e weepers, by •ans Of reltqkn. 3 . . 

the st.-at ttltfl061ra ~Gt«m to be the pJGCOnd1t!On for 

•octal change does not• hoveva:r, tmr;ly tit eocul -retczm 'va' 
eub$\10.«1 by· •·eltg lefts reform, nor deeo· it Man. that the scclal 

- l 'TifJ .J J1 .• IIO'lJ .P J· 



132 
qUfJatlms w..- c.econdary or eptphencmenal to tbe Sntellectuale' 

coneem;1 · .To ear that social ~f·om» ·was aSmply e patti: of the 
tvelq,A.·~ ~ t)!l~ .i'Y' ~-~ ..fp ~'M ~ ~~c/.> ~ ~ 
nwt.enth untury Snte11ectua1 180\~nt sn MahaJG•fltnj·· 

Relloicat InvOlvement In tM Mahataohtl'ian lnteUectual 

thourJht wac •mpheeldd mly to the eJtt$ttt that tt teflectotl tht 

:1eality 01 soct.e1 -and t'latttlal e•lcton~.. Mo.re tlantflcantlv. 

J:ellglotle lnvoJ.·vemen.t was deeed ~ssentt.al for- tntrOduclno change• ; 

In the social spt»Pl, .as rellglon h6d 1\a utUltdlaa value both 

fOI' tta ktdlvldU:e! and tl'tt $otle·t1t:;2 Pamanond po!nted cutt 

u lblloltfl ia tfte: soutee of eonfort to tte afflicted 

beart snd ot ~ to the detf)ctltltmt epbt.t,,.. Ael SOlen 

la a sPirituel canno-ctf.on bO•en men and GOd, and lt le 

Ol\ly this tom fJ1 2elf.gl.cn whf.th 1& capable of .il!par"tlnt 

moz;al atl'enoth dutlng _ the p~dodo ot man •s autt•t"Sntl 

1!nd t~:t.als. It ta thls al!olm whlch Infuses am-a the 

peoplo • hf;'h tone .f!f mcraltty antl .a lo• ct ~iqhteOU$nrtta. ~ 

>II t 1_ 'lliil" )!1. I . b r ; - I 
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Empha•lnt the utilitarian ~ole and functlcn ot ellglon m the 

development ot en t.nd·lv:laual &bandat:lca• •••• 

.,. The function ct relit;Ji<*t belief tin. tte 

dove· lopmen·t of man ls h!;he:r then that of 

pttyalcal knov!.ed@t. The use of the last ie 

to eattd'V tha wsntt of his bodUy ·plea•un, 

to enable htm to 1lw ccetctebly. Sut pul'lt¥ 
' . ' 

of hee~, 'tbe· e·levatlon of the I eel !ftge, the '. 
dtlptb cl the ecul,. a t~~tn adherence to tntb 

wl.thou.t t'Ef9Ud to practical effects, equantm·&ty 

lft.·. the midst of the a&Wl'Oit t.roublo& Of 1 lfe • 

ttw_. and sueh other ·vbtUie lt la ·zeltglcn 

alene tbet can Induce• Man can atta!n. to tm 
fdl meaw~ of bls oapabUf.tlee only tbrougb 

'he iftst~ntaltty ,cf zelig.l«$e belief. Without 

lt ... wU.l.be a 8\Jp&JJJ.OJ: ldnd of beast with ••• 

and OJPlmtlcns lo.v a'nd atuniS.s. ,.t· 

Mc>ral1ty, uutbf'ulnfJSG and purlty of pu·rpo,e eo d•ar to tht 

tl\telleetuala• cct~ce~tn fo:r the devtlcpgnt ot eoc;t..ty could 

'"'P05Gdly be ensu!Sd only thlroU;,b ~lig!oas Jnvolwment and 

the· cutttvatlcn of' ft'lig'iotle drNOttcn. Pasmanattd attached 

ttoatew l"!JPortance to the, noceo&ttv of acn••lno to l'Ctlt.glal 

moau.st ho. held fbmlY tba,t ·•a11 polltleal zotozm m.ust haw 

for l.te toot. a and . bacia the metal st•ragtb and f\tld.ance •tel 

zelltlon lmpant,.: JA· ChandtNarut" held that thO •!g•lf leatice ot 

JtellgtCfl tar in lts belnt¥ attuntrylng bond• betweetl the peoplo ct 
. ' 
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MC%80\tGJ', the Ult!mate objective ot the Sntellectual,s d:ld 

not lle 1n nli\'J•ott• but toclal oalvatlcn. ReliQl;_, refolfl 

was not the be•all ontt the end-a11 d the movomentl in f.aet, 

the ~hasb on change :In the mega structure o ol tho aociety wa• 

tba characterlstlc featuft of tie 1nto11ectuala' attempt. at 

sociel end national ~ene:r~ucn:•·1 fhtV ~lleved .in the O%ganoc!ty 

of soele1 life a.s 'ad.Voeated th! renovation Jn the entsa· matrl.Jr 

of tba society• Armt1d·o blld 1 

.. ~,.l 

-n.& %ef0lmler tlhould aceept 'tM teachtftge of 'tm 

&volution.al'f doctrine .. ~,. b!cause tbev teach that 

qii!IWtb ts f;"trueturel and 'O!Vantc. and mu;t take 

$1CVJ· ef'f'4tct .tn a·11 pa:rtQ of· tho· organltiD\•• • we 
should tate d\te ca~ to set our hOU$1 a In olde~. ao 

m-eft no wh.itewaeh:lng. and no pl.as,..wll\; would ~emow 

thea& hidden sOUtC.es ot ot.t.V weekneSi&s. 'T'hG whole 

e'fLttenc:e bas to be enovatcxt, • .'J 'thea llberatlert 

tbat hae tQ tJe GCt~Jht io not 1n cne <ter;ar'tment ot 
life ·01!'. on$ eort ot aetivi.\V, or t.n one apheft of 

·tttou;ht,. but tt ts en au-~cund work 1ft whleh vou 
'· c•nnot dt,tt~ta• one aett.vl ty fran another. _.. 

Ill emphasised. therefore,· ·that the alm of emamc.t.pation at\l$t be 

a genora1 movommtt encozpor.attng ewrv branett and elde of 

nation'a 11fe • soela1 1: po11t1c:a1, rel.!q1oue and oc<l\~tc. 4· 

~-~f _IIIMlttilJ e·; J .I . I tli _· -J._tj l ·••••• 



to Lokahltwadl, po11Uce, J&llg1m and eocial 11ft .ere cmly 

diftes:ent a~P.eeta ·ot tbo smno o•btence .ftwnleh ought to be 

a11'.UlYG v~tt as a whOle. tl Teleng empbaslsad that eoobl 

progreso cOUld not t» -pomanent. unlea:~ it was atructtmal• 

n accompanied t>y· •~ OJ 1eoo od\te~tee ln the other dll'ectlon:e •. .tA 
.st;nificantly en·ough, all of them laJd ·el!¥'has1a on •aod.al ,. . 

happiness or p011ttc$1 edvancement,.n . ''the •U•Dilrt; or 

material p:roeperlty of ·the· peept&.S to te tbe, ultlmete ob.tac.tlvt 

of the m~ef11Qn~.4 R$1Sgica$ rofom pt!l# so wae thua not tht 

bae!c dJtl\fO·' of the. nlnetctontf\ coaturv Ma.t.•ar;btaten lntellec~ual 

thOtQht •. 

Ro1f4lon was lot;kaf Upbn itt the context of society. 6 Reade 
' . 

explleitly olarltled thls position. 1n hi$ own wo%Cist 

•• You cannot haw a g.OOd social svatem when you f~ 

yourself low 1n the seal~ tA polltteel rlohtt.;, nor can 

vcu bo flt to tucerclae p011tt.ea1 •Sthte ad pJ:ivUeues 

unle.to vo• ooclol $V~t(D ls ba&ed on J:Oaeon eM justice 

l. Phatak., . N.R. t .a •. c&t.,, ln N,. R~;Phnttdt and .. othet c • Bt. Qlt• tP• 9. 
2. Telang ,K, t. t SQ1 G&itJ. 11~1~1, p.260• 
3. Phatak,N:.R.t a •. c&l·,• 1n N.n. Pnatak and o·t.J\er:;s, IQ1 .t&l• ,p~'f. 
4. tb1o 14 deducible f~«n a e'lose Obt$1.'VatJ.on .. of tbelr %9fOalt 

Weee in which the c~eem ftrr mnterle1 pi'OSpttJtlty nmalnf)d 
ctn;tent,. no mot.tezo whothOl' ttfl Idea& weSt• Hl~ted to soclel, 
retJ(Iioua, 'Pollttcal or oecwu:mte l'OfOJrJt• . · 

5~ A glance at the attltudtt Of ChandeYll•J: towal'd41 t.he, .rolio ioue 
, 9\1 .. · eet1on. ·c~n· give .. an. t.de.a ~.·.bOut. ••. ·. approach to ~:eltoicn~ 

. ·· RJ. w•ter· ttfbe fket.atld the most tmpartattt • ,our ,aoehl 
' tdeale ·1e n1lgton.:- But ·ttto ~eat.lon •••• :to. ls the Att•al 
' of. xe11;1on wblch our society bas been P.ractlcally holding 
belen us cno that lG calculattxt to teatt&fy the gtowl.na . 
needs: and dOJXJends of ~o ~. ln Wbteh • ltw?•• Chandavadcat>,. 
N• G. t fl,..cit. •. t PJ>i204l"205~~ 
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You cennot hew o good ecmcmlc systlm when your 

$0C.;Jf1;\:a~aent•'dtr,.l' Smpttl!(ect•:r~U your 

sltg.tcms Jdede ar. lQ.Y and g:rovellt.no,. you cannot 

succeed In social, oconantc ot pol1tleal sphe••· 
This lntoZ"!!<<ependente ls not an eccident but le ttw 

law of 01# nature~. t~ 1 

!doJ.atlf• l'ltt.~S1l4D and othor cn..,er1tltl01\1 w·n abominable not 

merely btcauso t,h·av ei.enoted tel tot.•• dogenerstion but mon 
~ponantly because they had neootlw eocta1 and po11t~a1 

ccru:teqUences•2 Lobhltwadl attactced nll(J1<*t· r1tua1o and 

the prlosts for theu faSlu:N to prcmot.e the weU-boino or 

materiel ·p:rosperlty ot the peep.t.e•3 Tbt n.ocosolty ff# ·n1Sglona 

ntoxm was thus felt not a.c much because nliq1on waa tn 

J·ettJpamy as much beea-.$0 rt11(Jlons degtne!'atlon, An· theb vtow. 

posed serious problem• to the deWl~nt of aocqlt eeonanic 

ond po11tletll aspects of the soc&trtf• If thO lnttll•etua1t 

enphasiaed •lfg&oaa l'Ofo:m, lt was ~let·. ,,._ tho fj&lte ol Jfel!Qlan 

per se, but fur that of the .oclQ'ty a$ a VlhOle. 1ft other wo:de, 
.. . ' : ~ 

'the purpose Of n11gle1ts ftfcm W&$ not re11oiotts or eplrltual 
• ; :> • • ' • 

m: A! .. L 111 Ltil,'ill 
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eocio-econant.c Md political m:tvanetmlG!ht ot -the peop1•• · 

ilgftlticantly enough, ze119i0ft was vf.9wtd BU)JC aa an tn.stl'llfttft.t 

Of social •no&neez-tno than ao 4 ·tentnl bsue In ltcelf~ 

It woUld bi e.-Hnecua, 'h&MOft • to call the intellectual 

coneclousMse ln. Ma~amahva a nl-1•• movement. The 

SnteUectuale were not soe11q1CJ1s. rotcrme#t pel' co. 1n fa•t,. it . . . 

•• tttek eencem fc the matel*ial advancement of the socuty 
' and counttY that dlctlngul.shea tM nwtoentb c•ntwy lftovemnt 

frtm • Sbakt.l cm;e~: In t.be Bhaki1 movtment nllolon welg~d 

o•IGJ!let Sn the nineteenth ~Atl#y awahntng a.oclety gained 

pzeeminence. Tbe lntelloctual phltutDenOft or ntneteenth cent=v 

.-....n:o.tttra was, ln other wold•• d1fto~e-nt from the Bbaktl 

movem•t !n euentlttllYlta shUt fl'fll othOJ.'w!Woddly uS.ntation 

to thb-vlod.d1Jnese.· wen logloollY v.tewed• Dacb!ng a social 

problftl thro~h alitl<m and uot.ng 1t fot the, ptlrj)QGG of soc,laJ. 

tt'anctormaticm does not denote the xeliglotlt. nature of the 

f41Pl"Oach• In tact. the m-ovement ~weente<J the teoAnn!no Of an . 
attempt tcwans the dG'VG.leptnont of a aecula:r tet-up in tte 

society. Afte:rt allt sect4arlGGt1M deeo not meatt tho dl¥tp"a~anc~ 

of t'ellqi.cn- tnm tho $Odal $"C8ne.· lt means only a •oun!ng o'l 

tbe hold Of· ze1!QI.ct~.i ccnslderetlone ae the basle arbiter in the 

functionmo. of .scc.etrl in. ceeUlat: cet-up. Je1Jall.l\ ceaaes to be 

' tht bas:lc dJ"lve etnCft{J the n•t»re Of pe(IP1•,.1 To thO . 

Mabaft,..t~:Jan !ntellectuals • fti.I(Ji.Cft was en atd to the czeatlan 

of the type Of socJ.ety they envisaged and not an aim In ltoelf. 

Tht· eancun tor tbe prr.motlon ot material advaneemen·t of tbe 

ao:ioty en the foundetlons d. reltoi<*s moral tty and •ven•~a.tlcn 
- _lf_f[ lttlilll"··- ,. _ _j"_ .!1 



c:onotltuted th$ c•u¥ Of the intellectual movement. such a 

movement cannot by any stande~ bt judged a a :tel So1<*o. MoJO ov•r, 

the· line of 1n,_11ectUalf* ai.'Otments nn f.l'tm ethka toG~ and 

not v·t.c»-verna.;, 

l:l.ll.af SSEIRlVlll* 1ft ttn• nineteenth century lfttolleetual 

movement p\!Ucular1? aur-. 1'!:~ lntelf phase tbeJa ·was en .attempt 

to seek thO •Uppon 01 scrlpturo1 $Gnct1on fer J:efozmt.1 Vt.p,hnu 

Shaattl Pandlt pztofu•ly qu*tl the· ee•Jpt._ to prow that 

wldQtl!iClarrlage was reli(Jicusly aanctlon«~•2 Ranad• alto stated 

tbat tbe ~azt'f.ooe ot widoas bas the positlw auth•lty ot the 

Shaeu••• .3 ·ln abort •. most Of tbe inte11ectual a with .a verv 
..-

few eaceptlons lite Aga$r t&'led to jQsttfy the ~efos thoy 

advoeatod tm ac~jptural (lroundc. They clwd passage after paasage 

f:rtm th.e ·page a tJf Hlr~U SCI'Iptuxes tn suppox-t of tt\el.r 11:1fm:m· w.... Jembh!ka• empteeiaod th&t *tall :efotm$ must 01"011 elowly 

fJCD wlth!ftt on ovolutloftacy 11Ms_., conff?Jmlno \vheft desbable 

to tt. beet thOt.Ot.t ~of Hindu ShaotmG aftd. tradltlon. n 4 
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fht.a 1st however$ not to SU'J;&St that th4t !ntollectuals 

pleyed accoxdlng te thE! tune of t-e1ft;Jl.Cis acrlf)tur••• . ln fact •. 

it wa1 just t11t ••wee;., · lt wa$ not tbe scdptt1%fla that 

lnfluenc:ed th$U q,!nieclst 1t. waa thoy who moulded tt. 

oc'f-.tut•t to· tM.u Idees. They dld go to the, .but ••u tent 

tov•.Sa the \tid$•· was not. Mit?.!~- 1lJly wen hJQhly. dbcrhlnatory 

tn thtb: choke. tbey cited only tbo$8 cnssageo freeD ,thl 

ae~lpturea whleh weft eupporttve .of tbei: 5f01m ldeac. 'fhey 

did not qUote those ect~lpturoo or the sc~iptu:al po:rtlons which 

'WOft eupparttve Of the tnlthedOK/Con&OrvatlW Opinion~' for 

ew•le,, ldol-wcxrtd\lp:, p.ug.--., teq,lee, ritua.1s, etc, aro 

th!f daninant f•atunt ·of the howat Dhama,1 but t'-Y dtd not .. 
c.lw tmm. Thei'O Ss no Jea$m to doUbt about the t.r awal'ene•e 

ot the -l'.!ptw:ee ot thla scrt• ae mottt of them we:re well•wrsed 

In IUndu pbl!.~hy ad ttel!olok· 

tho sn·:telloctuale Ill thetf thOtV~ end action on socla1 

~Gfcr;ma wta:4t in tact, net at a11 guided by the dlctatee of aG'fte 

ze1!;ie~s dtspeneatlcn. Tho search to• oc~ST>tura1 lanctt_on was 
~ 

tJimp,J.y an aft=•tbotrJht• and not the ata8in9 poJM ot. tM 

#n:t:allectual. •ndeavours in Mahansbtra.,l •.or• importantly., they . 
lfliiH. I!W I' .. . I n: 1 I ~~ I t-
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eva tdecf to xetnte~pret the Sbaat •. o· Jn. GUPP<*t of what they 

ttdvocnted ,1 not to •eak Of the· the letter being dlse&-tminat

ci'U.Y qUOted'll The saipturea we:e 8\tf.J~p.-tod es pr~ote%a of 

Clmnte in tche SOCiety. Chettdave::k&l' w.otet 

•• 1'b• Hindu Shastas a• wide and tQ'tlpzt.bJnst-vo 

enOUQl\ tO lnclu:!e Gft? MIG\.tre of rtfGal•·••• !hey. 

haW OlWJl UG t1 flee hand t.n ehanoJ.ng With the 

tS. by agrae~"lg q,m the po!n.t, th&t eu&tQI or 

vt~a;e ca~ t:n_,ei!C'Jd& the l:njuactlons of the 

Shaetn~· ·Tho '*olo hlatory ot ·tt. Hindu aoctety 

bal been a b~y o~· tunUltnoue d&pel'tin'o, 

•ntw11 the d~artuxe was nndend n•cessel\' • 

eXpedient, f~ the lawS~ lald dcvm In the 

Shasta&. flWl'Y c:uatan tne:ks the beqinninf of 

eum a depattumt end f.t the Shaetno tl\emsttlwe 

• ., thAt Wtl can make ~tow euottcs • I do not aee 
wby the coclal refcmer llbould conf!ne hklstlt 

to tho Sbttstma alt:rtB••~·- The· Shaatns haw bee 

mote llbG~.ai \han we ca~"S to be, by ol"'Sftg ut twee 

band to c.tevla,. fran them when rtoeesea•r• . Dl~ . 
.ib.latna~ilrlt~~A .. W!IIM& tlSGL.R( .gbOJ!lota .. JboS .QB 

(llat.gy baa bf!cn a. bls-'<>U o!_e:pg.•-' 
c' ·-~ • - • ~ • • - • ' -

1. u. The .. Shs. sti'a& haw gt..-n u~ th& 1 t.bel'ty of.·.· n~aktho cuttcma. so let us 1-- the old cuetans and make good ones~• 
_Chandava-:rkar• M.a.. ~.c1ti., p~·66f · · 

~~' ~~- ,..,,~, 
,. 
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They omphaeisod that the societY bad evolved to ltt pre&ent 

form by Wfpasslng the tcrtptural. reru1atiOftGt and henct 

deviation tzoem tho scwlptural auth0%'1ty waa not a new phenan.onon 

In the htotey Of Hindu oocS..ty. lbleng wrotet 

Wfht Shaeuaa have eb.onUy ••n cheftgea 

oecurtno in the society QOainst ._., 

tef;ulations. An to ttl& caote system. we 

haw d'pa~ted fran the :rule of our ~ 

Old acrlptu••• '~"hey (scr!ptu:tee) 

Jfecognt$0d ·only four eastns at fl%&t. 

1'n cur pre !lG:nt cS.re.tan ot..an~o S·• the n.\ll't~ r 

of castes into whleh t.bG li!ndu conmun.lty 

ls divided ls tou• tbousand mora .~than 

feut • .1-
, 

Thus, • find that on the one hand the tnwllectuale ·tc:M>k the 
eupport. of the SCtiptuaea, where det;tUtble, fo~ the f!Oforra.s 

theY' advocated and t on the other • _te·.lfttG!'pS"e ted the w"' .. 
scl"ip:twes to juotUy devbt1on f rem tbe. In fa.,t,, tm 
scl'ipturea MtJG lnteJPnted ttccor:dl.ng to the dlctatte ·ot 

tMJ# rttfom jdeatt and they •re made teead to .atftntthen&ng 

'·and •ubst.anttat_tnq thek points tU'td• abow all,, ttlt c;aute. Tho 

lntsllectuala asa;fot~ed: a WJY limited ~le to the. ecr!ptuae 1n 

theb thought end dOede; They 19lled en them cn1v to the •xtent 

ao t,_k ne- end ·decuabUlty wat f·&lt fer the cauae ot reform•• 

,.nee • ·thO mriJlCh f-or ac#iptural *"'etlan ebould not be taten 

as a polnt to wogeet the demlnanee Of acJ:ip:tural autht4"t.ty en· 
. ru r _.I r " r lt , 1 ··•• · _ - i 1 · t it . 
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the 1nts11ectua1 thot.Qht. nor should lt b& employed ae e point 

to ~haalae !tt alleoed rolto lCUtt ebaracteJ~: 

Tte nineteenth century 1nteUoetua1 concclouen••• S.rt 

Ma~malltn was, ln fact. a .. ,.tl4ftali&t mowment, althol(lh 

many othe~ Jntelloc~ etJerlda sueh eo htDatilem •• outmergod 

Sn it; A "ltka1 eJao!naUm ~ t.llo•'(Jttt and GC:tlOt wlth tbt: 

bltlp of BJason era' knowl~ gained frt:ra s.·t, a<;cO.,tance Of cnty 

what appeal's to be prcpett and rational on such an examinatlcn 

end a. stwngtl' and determlnaticn to hold on wtaa t is thus 

accepted without :l'•ga.:d to~ tntdltl<l1t nllgt.m or pepula:r 

cpln1on< and pnjuc!t.ev .ue· eee ot the stgnlflcant f•awa• of 

Jrationalta· •. 1 lt ••·· •••ntla11y ttwao teaturet that . 

cha~acte~isad Ratlcna1S. that ~l'~d 1ft Eurq,e •• a o.ystem 

tJI thought, and it thus -e:ema to b& ·dealgnated 1tc.lentifk 

nttonolbm•. fbt!ona11Gm ln tht· IAehtnehtJ:t.an intellectual 

thought••••· howr1ver, not used ln. the· mnru• aa lt _.~'(Jed In 
" """' .... ~ '-. .... 

Eu~opa'~ Xt e asenthUy began fzem a nUOttal lnteJpZ'etatlon 

of rol!qS.cn which• at W! have vlewed oal'liP• waa explained in 

the 1Aght ot ite utUltadan \•atue·• Tho l>nnd Of ~aUonelbJI 

that was employed 1ft Mahanahtn can. t»ttetr be wmed 

•tmOlOd!cal ntionalbm', which tattdGd 1ft dt» cour.- M •n 
into • sc ~n. t!f k ra tlouel!fl!'l'·· 

tho pe,~"Ception of 1'19a1J.ty in tM 1 !oht of ratlonalltv was 

tbJ first stop in tho o~tb tft mtlonalltm 1n Maha:rashba.-. Tho-

l.ntelleetuata• Clo;ntttm, Jnqutrv end 4~ts bad a dlotJntt 

tole of t'bll$~ in their pUIJ)<mt-:2 They at te._,ted to a sse Sfl the 

I~ Wilsori;*SYan a. • Jl!13ilQQ ~-&n.,lf:!!~1el·,.i2GiasYe,~aA,WottatDd. co. ,1 066' pp.15•16:.' . . . . . 
2. •!t a cust• enslavet~ ue. it $1\ould out~Aght bo glven o oood• 

b\19. IQ a custan good or bed? That lo ando~ht to bo the 
queatlon?•Chandavarkar,t~.G •. , g>.ctt. ,p.·CJQ~-
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exlsf*nce end prevalence of cust~n and practice• en tho 

oz-eund ot the b.- ueefulness, to thG neQds of t~ tt.me.1 E\Gn 

thels,w attitude toward• -~lfo'len had a dletlnct eatt.onal 

elC!fll8nt. ~1iglon was vjl}wect not ebply ae a system cf 

bellef but mon #mpo::tanUy at a Dl&a,na Of $OCid en-gl.neeing 

o~rSen!Jld towazde achto\;Jng .. ~- ~ru~terbl advancement t1t tte 

countrv end $ocf.etv-. To repeat, ~l!Qion, ••· explained , In 

t.ema ·of Ita utlllta.cbn 't~value to the progJ!fHHt Cit tJ()e!ety. 
' 

They empbaslsed that scc$.31 ehmtge aust be effected under the 

ou:ldaneo of :roa son and moral .senee,. 2 To Chandava~tor 
' eubnies!cn to b,ld cuntallo et;~a!.net the convictions of ena· '• 

ccntct.Emc:;e. was 'un•Htndu '!. 3 

1·. ·. •• A C:Uittm aJ>lsee. at its lne:e(Jtion out of sane 
tutc&o•lty and it beean•s stereotyped for a.,.s, 
the f!l'lnclple ondorlvlno thG eustau le fo.-ootwn• 
the foa zamaSns. U a e.oe~ty \V1shoe to advance, 
these cuntmu~ aze. t.o m oonttnuousJ.y. corxocted to 
mtet new nqubemontt. • .aM&• p .• 199; ttfiwn lf 

• -oux- Old bQoks prohtbt.t eea~s, we must now 
advance wltb ·tht ttme• and east et1de all web 
prohibitions• tho ~eae_· ona tot tb&$8 p~ohlb_ '. Uen.a, 
which p•obabl v ••Ss1'Sd i."t old deya ~'then the · 
convayance ltst cea-voyaoes ware of the most , 
p~tmlt!.vo ebaract&:r • haw new- ceoud. And with the 
aasons cttud.ng, ·tM p~Ohlbltery.la •ust also cease. • 
felan;, '• T• • MAS&St t Vol• It PPiS)4.~~-

a.~ " social cbenvet must not bO: 1ett to wm'k thilaselvaa 
O\lt•·~but should alnys be mde~t tbt gUl&ance:c.-.Of ou• 
naacn and mol'81 .. nae. Wbat our ccru~tclenetl thinks 
.1UGt (moral) and what appoals to out zeaam we must 
fOllow. -n Bht.ndetka~, ~G~~ ,g,.cif1.tVol.l1• p•530i'. 

:J;' Ctlandavarkal't N.~ t 82&GIJa.t p.141~' 
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flw •••·elo oa area• as the to\Chst.one of ·••••cment 
alltl lta. jmpoJ:taneo ,,_. tbl dfwlq,meftt of tbe .-»tv was the 

·tha~cto~l~lc foatwe 1ft ·tho· :nlftttoentb contuJlY Mahaneh\rt.an 

lfttl'fllectual thought.-1 1wn 1n tmu -'.oca·tt.on for change on 

ecl'lptunl 9$urldt ttaaon had lta prJmaer ahaltt.2 
Q)aGOft. was 

••r olvon a G~Jet tt l'Omelfted the propolllng fozce 

tbwoughout. A§olte:~ ·wat; 41 stat~Mb ntlcnallct who ae.tect:ed 

tte·fomul,_ of ec,.lptums, CUtltm Ol' tho e~alled void· ot 

the 1ltmmOn· peeple·bt aGtosstnv any pbifttefnon.·3 Ht llGtod only 

to hls zea$0n aDd. t·cn1!JC:b)n••4 the aupmne authoctty acooJdlng 

to Ronnde waa the •·Voice o~· ·God wlthln us• ,5 whteh teems to 
' 

claim lt&ntb!p with M~-tma G-bt•·a •!nne; volttt•. Ht •• 
T;1ti. . _·.-: - I 1 ~" 
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against tilt notion of being tl'll\Oshect in "ccmcll Sng ec~:iptuae . 

to tm •at tonal lot standpoint• e • it was t!ebiiDttntal to tt. 
tocl4 tr of JUdirtmtat end t.e:,a,Gm\lfto•' 

Altflough ntbe1lsm was tm dcmlrumt stand .ln tm 
nwttll'ltl\ c.ntUJT M;haW$shblaft thOu;M, the !fttelle•tu!la 

dJd ae•h ••JJ>tUI'd taactton tor ztfo~:m, ntis, howe•~• 

d•s not Jap1y "daOtMR'tlon• -of ttwb atloftali&t f)Ooi''-' 

a a tflty· we11t fftlll te'al'Oft to J9ll;lon aid !lot vke.w·ne. 

Jt ••· not tbt neoneU.taU.m or ••eon to SCI'Iptural authority 

bUt \M SPbjectlon Of the latts·c· to tt.~ ntlonalln etand• 
' . 

poln:t. 1ha eeawch fOJ; tct'it>tual san~tlon ehould,. tbu.•fo~. 

not be tlbn 'tO· taart. the dttsolut&on ot zatlonaltty Sn ·tt\e 

nlnetentb ·centwv Jla'ha:ntbt!!len Snto~llttetual thouahtJ· tt ••, 
in fa~t, ta. •mutton vi stbd!SD feaa t'-ologkal to 

' 

aeientlftc 1ft tilt tbtn #fttR t4 th,ow.Jbt.. M.,•ove~r, their 

attempt at enaMI.ab-, *hi~monl.aa'tiort•·. t.two.n ••con and 

ze·llgSOus t-.d~tton WO$ dtc.tat.td by •colal utUitarlanl.am~. 

n. haaonloat"" •~• tht-.t_., no-t a loss bUt a vain to-. 

the ca..- thoy aU st• for. "l'lW rtto• ld•as .ore thus 
. ' 

p~ovtdld added ot~h Gftd l:tlp&tus fJtan ·both areaeon and 

SOJ!jpt\fzoat. eaattlon....., tlw .t•tC.btl.ity of •nd •••ltttv 
fo• clhmco oa ttle' btuJl$ t4 tbt fOIM·•• .antf t.tJ ao1ioiouo 

ltUiJIJlllaatl.on on tl\at ot tu l~.tt••· lt ettould ~ •, bbWGwr•·--: 

nphatlsed that •·ttona11dl Itt Malla••btl'laft ·thO~ht d~ rt~t 
_O~MJ . f L r··.t;: J •. lf!l··_fSJl,.._J __ .tl_ ._·r f •• .._,. __ t_ ... _._1 lijlQ;II!ifi'IJ .I.·.- 11J_.I.II 1·. f __ i_I"J 1F 
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evDlw ln .a •t•JOhtfotwac faehlon fzom ttaeologleal to 

eoientlflc:, altbouoh lt did -.u. 1ft tbJ toam ot· tM fOZIIItaa. 

Jn. cote ao ot· the moftln&nt. tftjy ofwn tttnded to Nll on pata11•1 

lbet depfmti·!rig •• ttle iftdlvld\$1 lfttal·l•ctualat and a·t 

ce.n& 1ft .,tat8 $ cme· a.caa. mOl'• p•Ti,1\tttt. than t1w o·thtJl• 
' ' , . 

fb.wwr.· f.t Cltd ttnd ·t4' tl\ilt ~~· :tMo1o;te.el ·to tclntltle 
'' : . . . . ' ' . . . ' 

oe ••J>l.ift•tt· la thl· M•a$ of A(Jadar Jn padkUlai., 

.. -A peztlnent qUt.,thft ar:l$9$. IWJ~t Jt •a:tlonallta wao the 

dcm!aant .,~,. .1ft * fttftltftftt!l ••tt~JV thowbt• w,_t 1•d 

thm to aQk tht ~ort of tbe ecrfptunJ. &uth\)J>lty fo~ 

.• tom? 1'hc! na110fta "'" ·I» ttOU9ht ill p~:Jm~ttU y the ;>wagmatl.e 

· of ttto n!fte.,.entb _.n•:!Y tnWlectual contClou$JlC'&a, The 

JntJ11ect~1a eom:eawd with t'- ptob1•e ot eocl.tty and the 

,.tple ~tallGttd tt. bl•it~tuat futUity of. aettln; .up ttw 

· autho~ltv .or reason. eo final and alts01u•• they t~t.al isod tbat · 

Rctaa• alone Gfl too weak a v.eapcn tem edt~anct.no t~o tauso of 

. l!fiiO!m •••,clallf lrl a GOCltty fAl!ch wae tmpagna~d wlth . 

.-lt;Sous va1uec mer btt.ut .. 1 Thta .mdiaatlcft was eeut•tv 

·felt in tlwlttoit p·~st of the mowmttJ~t. •• tbe ln'Wll..:tuals 

v.lo~ ita prog~e~t .tltlct its !1\c~tlon. fhl mowmont had, 

Sn teet. mad• li.ttlo pi'OgJe&S, and the atW~npt ot tbe PanmMru• 

sabha t~ •nctlo'ata cocbl evUs end obacUl'GftlltD on t·te baei.s 

of D~·•1~lws .eJ.tJW and we~s ha"d. eb&Dblf fal19d,-. lt te• 
_Qt_-·_f'lllf'"l-U at·rff f"IJ*lf.iJ flfJfl _tJ.-,.£1211TT.l ·_r •:a.:·_._l ·z. llk1111lU@il ·_a_ -u; r. _i . t· W .. '.,btli'i· 
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tbua tbt esaoe•at Of the Jctua1 coc141 JDa1.tty tmpngneted 
........ ·1••1ou• ~"'1··•"" --"" ....... ,._,.,.. t""•t 1•.-. , ..... to. ... ...... t..., .\\J.;· . .., .... .;_ _ Til ··.·~·-.·~~· ~-lUI SA14.MI# 'P! · .l~·.: · VQ .···--~t: · · Gli- A .·.a.-

r;~rtptu•al JUPP•t .lft ordeJt t~ make thtb ~etom· tdcu.to 

conduci.,. to ecc.lf:ll af.:C'Ot!Jtlnce• Mono..~:, t• tatk of obtain• 

1ng neeesuw eocul tuppo.t lnvolwd •• lhttlloctual cballenot 
'to tanbat 8Jid deltat tM p:rttata on the wry ozo\Jftd of thtlJ.~ 
. . 

st•nuth, end the· eUeged basl4t of thait opposition to tht 
~ '· . 

ld&a of chan~.1 · . 

. Uil\.lf.Ub,.la~RIA:rl A aotewotthy tendtncy ift. tm n.tn.teenth 

eoatUJY Mlha . .,utM•Iafl lfttellec\uai thought wac to view the 

exie-tlftg soc·Sel GYilt and p!faOtlOttl aa latelt ••e•ect._-..2 

hy ••• •• a:G dtato~SJ of the patJt! ftto \4Jfk P"JtlOd 
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of llldtan hlstoty •a viewed at the Ideal type of •C!Ciet\' 

· ' '" fJ'Qft the MCtd-culttD'el anemal»o ot tilt P·l9$0ftt tJH•._1 

!ft. Vedte ped.o.t Hindu aocatv wee Mft htalthy, •tJ.onai and 

vl(lo~·, with eqgltoblo eoeW 4~11te.2· 'TM practkea 

of late ~Mt•-"!"-•- .. -~"* . ..... _ ... .._ ....... · · .-... -y .• ~.. . Wf'!1i16 .. . f ""'"' ~~~- UUU .. J.I;Uv.,r·».n;a..,_•~V'"'8. .•••t<n-y'IQI.l 'I' .. ·'llii'M• r . •"" 

tbe wave of the ledte soc Sal lifo. 3 tn short • ift the Ideas · 

et tt. n!Mt.enth contvy tteft was a wry ot•cmo apptal 

fo• tho afmpos1tb .of U. \tltlSc pa~tGJlft$ of lU• Grtd cuJ.tum 

·on tiW debris of tile •xtetin; $OOlel at~~Ueture~ 
aM.Illllll_.liLIIIMl.{litlW'ttsrl.l\i ___ ·__ i.f1PP&$Y .t hll~lr_ -. Ut •1t!Ht Mtt· .?. fi 3.1·· t1·1 -~-, , f H J__ __ 
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f•lang, to• •••1•• uoie t 

•• For tmp~t, J.•t Utl :~ewn to tho ccmdltlcn 6f 
thintt pJeV,lat 'n ~ tal'll•~' periOd. Jt lathe 
c~an~twly modem. ptti'Jcd. and . ,._ deaenentbe · 
be1motag to lt mkh • htiw to aeputt.ate. The 
older: CG'ld!~oaa :of thlnge· •f!f n• be much mo~:e 
favou~able to toal p~GJJ·•$s- ~ ··. . . . 

tile notion ot· ott Sdoal Indian p$n •·t.vJWd co hMYUy · 

. in ·tbe nS..tetnth centur ·kttetlectual til0t12JI\t tbat ·•ven tt11 

,..,.vth of tmti•lduall~~a, eo *mponant .,.. tntndtent m thtb 

raodel. of tutuse ·setAt\~• wa# Gtt•S.Wted to aa tbt c~ta••t~rlattc 

ftu1tuae of till a_,,._~ lftdtan tadlU.on.l 

tht 11\ttllft.tuals' link ,wltb V. pact waa, hoWiwr, not 

se\ttvallct ~n· natatt. ·Tile pt\ttt •• • whele •• ••• an obeea.., 
lAM wlth ttJem, au .-.: lt •••~ etnual """•• they MWI' 

stood tu a oe~opy ~·of ~19pnctuctlm of thO' total paa·tt 

ift tact,. ,,_, WI:Je ·V.JY •10(1.t!W In .tlitStt app""ch. fo» •xanrple, 

they did not o .. ate the bttkto'lasJ ••• of, the Wdlc ocon•y 

81\d pollt;_. RanadD oleadv stated t 

•• politiC$ ftO one· w-OU&d 1JW advocate a . 
••u• to t.Jw (tlltoctaot.os. ad }MhOt\81 
d*CJMiet of f'~lt' da.Y.flit .. ftOJr aqain in tbe 
Snduoti'W ·IPMJ8 would lt do. to dick t.o tNt 

· old ptlrlltl\11' Mthoda Jn ot.W ·~tempts. to _ 
· Imp~.· the. Old or start MW. tndust:elfe. so, 
toO, Mlttte• in -. $9Cb1 ebla would •·• 
I'I"Vlwl mMt our ftfllll.,.nta •. • ·a 

·-····•~rJ.llfC_· x_ w·r·tnt!flM.i.IJ;·_;·. tJ __ nvr'; ,1. , ___ rn:tu_-n·r~w .. -u. _.; M!""Ili.LJ · ~-•1 ·-u .. - IHi.,Jt t -,dO.'_ llr 

1., reiflllt x..r ... tea!l!l..• ·vot.t, '"306' . ...,__,-., ........... 
2. •avr •c~' ltnv bOote teo1n ao\.wltb ,,_ duttae cttbe 

ld. ·n·. g •• eu.·bJqt. a1. • the· fttlet of state o:~:.SOCloty, but 
the '.'ltt·st p.l.a~e ·. s glwa to ·wa. tt.vtlopment of t.·•. 
Andi"Vtdua&.. 1'bt IIPlleaUe~ot this wae to attain 
progleet \bziqugh Nan, W. jftdlvWual ••• The "lfec:t!M 
ot tlte Sadlv.ldual •o tm fiwtt pzftlem to Milett the 
R .. khl.G eppllltd. ·. . tbemS~JlW ... •~ .. ttW Gayatzol. ·. payer. ts an . 
aps-•l to . God that tbln .l.!oht. may: I» &Md em the· mind Of 
tM :lftdtvidttal to Ultalnate l-t. " Chaftd.ava»kc.r• N.G., 
-~C;i$a.l' pp~lSt-13$. . · 

a. , Quottd in Panatet T.,V;. .• <J>tClt. ,1963, p~274 •. 
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lt wa a. on the COftt51Y• Jnodem Wttt•m •~cm•&c and 

pOlltkal system• with ttOmdOfV and ectence, and $1tOUllu.• 

and lhe•1 valuea that •·• tlrlPhltbtd, MelWtMut; tiler 

dtd not stand fOI' tht' attmt ion of ewn u.· &elected ""'!c 

wan ~ltd' pzaetkot es u.ev ••• but tbt adaptation ot 
what waa vltal ,aftd telO\fllftt fa. tt. paet to the peosent nnds 

~1\d. J$qUi-.nte a ol'det· to ttaftafo• t11o pa$1tnt •to a 

bllttJ• futue. Chaft<faw•r \t~ ' 

•• l too wn•n• tha pnstt fo,. wJthout .. lt we VIOUld. 
not haw Ju'4 tM Pl'O ton~ But lt le tM vltal pst 
that we muct ca 1'0 fo•• all! .not bleat away ·wttb ~~. 
Notbtnv that lt. oft~ vaat baa a 2:~ht tc 11w tt lt 
ctunte 9\1~ gdWth and llt1G o• manhOod, aunba ou 
phyatt;"al,. m•nta1 .and mol.'el C&liba •••• JJru:ausO e 
eutttQl\ e"llltod tht past •• oan lt aut• tltit p•eant? 
To ea:y that It can. 1s to say •t.a·t a •oat wld.Ch fltttd 
J!im whOa you ·we.- twenty \4JilJWf old, o.ught to tlt you 
w~n you gi'OW. to be. tl\titv· ,-.a;ra old,. 1Att us not . 
'Pore. tt. pest• but tbo past hat to bi .. ada·ptetJ to tt. 
paant so ~uJ to. •'• .int9 a .u~od. and gl,d.Oua ~'l.tu~t. 
we nnnot bltak ft!«!l tM past II it lo vltal. . s.t 
wha't ~· .a tee lo •ot & .w~ fa thl pa et. 1 Rathe~., •' haw to pu:t ln a wold t·ol' the p.-sent. " · 

The pa&t was thus vtfw4 In its 1..91at.lon te the pzeccat. and 

At s •J.evalle9 to tho czoatSon of • t.tte~ future. In •••• 

wolds, thty -.mt to tbl past afte• haYirlt e ~lelo~ of the 

t:ttt,uxe, eJUJ not In 1J ltVivali#tJo ~ashlOJl. Jn. ·tt. past •t they 1ooko"',frn, waa, ~Jmp1y •n ~-~· oftd not a model. 

tl\e call fo•· • ~Gtu.tn to t:he 'P~ttt ••• ee a matte-&- ot fat.tt• a 

ma.ch t011$rds mode•ltn :St was by no meanc avlva11fJ'G. 
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Ttleb •wmnee for th3 pest wac tnwllectual Sn lnsplratlon; 

and not pe~hologt~l bftn out. Of Wetlo-rlty complex as ton• 

would ttold it. 11\ev weft awa~G of ._. slonlfleanee of biatorteal 

cmttaul.ty In. tm P·~so of· eot:lal eYo1utt.cn.1 . That " th! new 

~anoc fJ'.ca the wanb t4 .t:M old:* was ttut· gtneral unorctan<tlno. 

tt The Cl!teci o-t ·tt. old la gOOd, bHeus& lt C(lataint 
~ . ·'I;~-,_ . -

\he ;eap; ·out.·of Wlll.ch atOne. ttte •t&Z'I(t::ot tlw tutu• 

.can can•• but that t;~· Mt 'o edjust~lt!etf to tbt 

1aJ.9&• and 8JP;lot: cequbeMnte of the moden times, 

and ttwm. elon"' ~- ti •xpand~:,,t 
Cbandava~ka.'l' fiJ!Otel 

itftll tdoa1 ot aatlqulty la not aJ.t~ethlll a ~Wetdaglesa 

Wtal. eut. fe· the '*'" we wOUld fte,f.tf\e~ MW llved Jft 

v •• t11t .-:•~•••·· It ·lt necet•ai!J at ttw came tbre to 
· :bt.a~ Sn atnd *' tt.t p·att I.e u-ftJl au a o:ukle fo• ou ... 

PHDfltt' Md fft£ f.JUZ future t~owth..-. Ill .lftd ~1W in 

efltlctttltv 1o C\ lftOfttati'Ws falleey • ., • Thta !del of 

aAtiqulty l• OM or · ·ou eocf.a1 .ldeale that noect t~ be 

-,., , t••r t : • • _,,~ __~ · 1 -. , 
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'mt.sett. 'not •vA.-d: n. past thould neltte:r be 

n~lectott nor bleated wlth contempt~ lt hac lt• 

utUltfl '- have, ~w;:, t·o eonflr\e qur aevenna 

f• \bt pstt within :easonable 1*nlta detemlnod by 

tbt' waats.; thf neetf&:t tbt· apbit o~· the times in 

wtd.c:h we 11Wi.- By doing oo • .aa by no ••• 

extlnoul.t11nt tte pbat~ We an maklno &t 11ve !n 

the pre~.~· 

Ao the lnttJ.1oewb t..s a dfep ftOtJtd faith tn •volutl<l\ 
I 

nttt• tN.ln s.. .-mt • ~trU.M,2 tlttb ..,._.k ,Oft ·· 

btst0l'lca1 centtnultr wat a acund lftteUifctud p2epoaltlon~ 

The vt&w eat 'Ito dovel~nt. eve:- o_.• .OlJt of notblftg•u and 

the ~.-~Mnce ot tht paat •n~s as the basis ot t~• .. 
ciewlOJ,Jmentff· · l$ M•totkally· v-a1W.: lt •• p~lma~rl.lv th1• 

uns•ttard&ftO Of tftl soctat ·woluttl<e that lGd them to nturn 

to the pas.C It should., hcwevtut~ • aeltenttd tbat their ·- , .. ~. ' . 

tetum to the pa$t m~wr •ant eft OUWI.oht' 1ep1leatlcn of tM 

pa.o.t. 1\ut. lte tovlllon In· accOitltmce wltrt' fh• Modi of thf 

plostnt.i• 1\ftd it was lA ttth aeruJt tblt the peat. WQ$ taken tis a 

oul&l· for ,. t:eftfNaUM bl tho P~"•4!Jrlnt ~der~· TheY ~ to 

•• am '"' ltn: acplmilon and ld&al ·~uee ttte·v •• 

co!us~ld wlttt tM p~tobl.at ot theA.• oc eocuty ·and count-r.· 
end eev wen tet'ta&nlY f.ntp~l«l by national·.,. patriotic 

~~. CbiaftdaVa%bS t· N,G~: • IQf~t P•203t,. 
2•· ·n ~, ... ,,. fo~~ of !!@fo:t1n eunt I» tempered ~, ' •anne: not 

to lead us to cut our~&lvea fJ:oan a vltel ccm~ection wltb the 
p&at• we mu.· ~t not ad .. q;t .the ~tocech.lh. ct . the.· · F~ea.· cb R!volution 
~ Snltlate tile raOde of ec~ Of the t:nol.ltb pe•l• • 
SbandaztkaJ:, R.G··, ••s&lfr• VOI-"11, p .. 496• 

·a. *'For advance, :Nctt.fteatt.M llftd ••.teton· of the Ideals che!'lshec 
by a cocJetv bgauae thoy ha'W been onctloned try tb•. poet, 
blfcaftG al•ve n.COaNIY OJr .e-1• then le no advance·. •• · 
Cbandaval'kar,. N.G. , RP! gt;.., p¢201: · · 



cen•ldoZ"at!ont. MoaovtJ~t· tt-~,, bl?1Sewd ttaa:t .._, .... muot 
.. ; .. """ 

eee fftiD ou.r am •eaeentult pa•tJ· nothing s. good fo~ ttw 

JUJople unleca lt sp~J.ng;s f-. tt.a own. Ktrnel. J. The eeafch · 

·fo• the 1C"u1tura1 :roote• coul4r ttleJ&to•• e:ulllllnatAt 1ft tbok 

own lttstozvi' 

In abOI't• ta1klnt ot ~lvdle ift the Intellectual 

cenl$ioU$Mtt of ntnoteenth antay Maba:raabba WOUld bo 

~~rticlal and factually 4n,o.onoct• Jt waa etmply aft 

lntelleetual J.i,Jik wltb thQ pa~t.,t \d\l.dl •• oeoatly dktfl't.td 

by tho l.nt.ollectuah* bl'tok wltb tl'8 p.-esont. 

Sdla ... Pt. SbL.b&lat tho u&:t•te objee.tlw ot tt.e inte11eetuat 

·movement in MabataoMft waa the· attainmmt of tOetaJ happlneae 

and notlonal '~P'tt't1' 'they, t~l'tfo. • tmphatltod tttJ 

cultivation ct a tonto ef :dtJty.,. lCNe fll tnth• juattce Oftd 

oqulty &• the tunctrauuMttal !e$kemtmts tor social salvattm,4 
~~' .:...f ~ .. ~ 

,_. ·-ocla1·a•nrcementt,manne~&·am custemt then mlv conduc• 

to tho •hiPPin•at a~Wt p~ty: a~· a natlon .• wbon they aJ~e baaed 

•• truth; tQUity end jutt~ • . tf! ~.If toctal eysttmo an not 
. · 1 JJ) _ 2 - · __ - l .l m·l ·_ t II _ !FJI , 



iaaed on truth am juattee•• ttev emphaoietd; ....... , heppt.n••• 
would. be a far outc.-v •. ,.1 Tc Raade, 1\oJ.diftg faat to the 

ps-lftofplet ot tho fathahetJd· tit G.od and th& ·fJSoothe~hooct Of man 

wn a.boOlut•lYMCOiu-r 10. pUtpo&e• of ftl•a••etlon tmf 

tdvatlm.1 · Aoattke#' ompbalt.d liberty, t'quall'' •ftd fntotnlty 

·to ._ ttw a.e.ie ot the new *W OJ:de»~~ The uplt.ftnu~nt of tht 

l.OVIQJ:' and dtl)rea8M · claa:~ta wat lte mor;t otwf.eUI Smpl tcaUon. • 

1bt llattanshtwka MtAJU~tulle ·bact alway, been wrv ettono 
oa t~oeallty• 'hey 4Jd not ttteaiti til a .eoct.ety lDaetd an aone sort 

Of 9n1ue.ntutnl liatlonaltty but Stl$l&W ·tbflt social Wde• ..... . 

must haft a lftOM! f01:$detlon to be vleble~ To 4Uote Pa•anand, 

tor•••l•t 
tMin. :emf deft cariftot do ·\dthwt marallty, wbld\ b 

f.lltlmatttly allied to •lltlOftit and t!erlw• Its 

. flf9Jte$\ hflc\lo!J tMn it.... Mo•l prO(JteSS l.a· 

•••ntia.l to •11 ·p%·cvreac. n.n co to ao odvaftc:e 
in tho p.-lnces ol ~ltlct, eocbl o~t&nleatlon em 
ewa tattmtca em· lftdu:etrr• unl••• coneclente baa 

bl10_. borl and dbteta 'thO ecti.ohe of men in all 

tbtM t!lttte•tt*• For . maan aftd oociel. advancmm,t 



what ie of P%!mtt !mportanee 1• tho neeeosity til 

malntaln~ a hSOb etand~ of public morality and 

en our l.ng sound ,moral prcg:eae among ·the people •.• •• 
','fii,.,H_ . ·• 

Morality f.e the t.oucbf;tone ot llfel moral lnetltut!ons 

a.~:.a a gu!dt to hunen aetlon-•• If e State (lfatlon) 

lt to b1J &l&Wlted amcng natt~ns, its fll!st ·ambltlon 

ou~tto be to 1Im itt awn moral elevat ton, . Without 

tho m~al stfinqth end ~uldance which 1'01 to lon 

impa:rta,. oove~tnt wo~d bt a. ctt~ee; society would 

be on the road to ~utr 

Monllty to tl\om •• .. ~=nez-stono of all pt«>tlf6ts';' To 
Bttanda~:ka~::, lont&t.y we:a •s-nt~l tor the pur.lfl~atlon of 

prJ.vote tl.f.e ae well es tho ~1evation of eoclol sot.up: 
Aecor41.no to ttJm;• aooiety ~ould not p~t"teoa mleaa t.t wae 

based 4>n. ceJ>tain· ethltal and m~e~ ccndi!Uons:. $ be! elcwatltm 

we totted veer tt-ll. in Ranedeta notion or pzog•••• Hie concept 

of pl"''Jfttt did not mta:ely lne~QNU lnt•~lectual devo1npment 

and m:ate.-.kl adV4nts~t Of #0\llety burt more lmpo•tenUy, morel 
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upllftment of the p.$'-10 a o ·.e11~1 ln fatit, to hlmt the 

eos.ene-e of p:toQ:Mtt4 iav lft. the tP,_,. ot m•ellty& tha 1.vel 

ot soelel dewlopaumt cculd be.geupd by ppopl••• mOJal ~evel • 
. _: ·"'"'' 

IncJOote or deoteete In moztal vlUilty of a eoctetv OJ: 

canmunttv ·coUld dOClft tt. tbantet fo~ the· bette~: ·Ol" for tbe 

••••2 
"'tho tnto11ectualttt thutfOI"Ot lakl gnat emphaeit 

M. t!JOI'el •levatlcrt ae e MC:OAea;ry pl'Gcond lt.lon f o~ a htalthy 

aocW ~ntt.on~'* ,._alt.ty wat· eo tlnpOttant for them 

that "eo n·f·oart• OtOht to bt gl(eoted unlao• •• it l~•·· 

conelJten\ wttl\ w -,anelples ot mor:•ttty •. ttf 

The now toc-~1 Ol'd~'l' 'theY vlaual.lsed w••• th•-reforo, to 

bG ~onl. •aUorutl and fU&t~·tt'& lt had to shlft 'frUA 

conatnlnt to fleetlet f~ ~:.,t4lty to faith, fnm Gtatu1 
~ * '."'. •;,(,;..~ .. . . . ~ 

to cmtract,. •• Qutbo~ltt to ••••• trem tftOJgantsett to 
oxvani$04 lifo, fHm: bl(JotJw to tet• .. eUon a"d from bl!ntt 

tatoJ. ie ·to a a.,.c• ot 111aan d~lty. r/1 

Tbl.it vlal.on ot· the futtlrB $Oeb1 _..._ tttuc eoved ift 

a panleular dlft1e-u.o~ Altb~b tNf'V •re t\Ot •~v cl•a~ 

Ae to thtt model of futun : o<aes-t,, on_ thO batls of an 

••am!Aetlon or tllel.r ideao·one tan· sev tha~ the valu&s \those 
intJ~oduetlOJt lH!d ae.cepten• ttav adVocated wen cba~cteJ"lstlc 
Of a bo\ugeol• oldo"'• F'ol' p~«rn•e tM lntel1eetua1e atta~hed 
••· L .. •• :a · . -• ~ ·w·n1 J 



tu:oa·ter Strlport.ance t.o the (Jl'Ollth t:t· iftd 1vlduQ11tl;ft !n the 

aoot•w;1 Thor •t.aal~Gd tbat tb• lftdel*\dtftt ~~ or 
i.ndt.vldda1s. r·•• fpe the •etu•• of famflv, eoctoty and 
~·~ualty ·woe the batlt of aU p.,oo••~ 2 fo Agar:kar, 

lnttJ.vSdual fa «tan waa the ~eat-ancho-r· Of ell ccc tal ' 

~eto•••' 1ft laid g$ata&- «npha~rla (), lndlvktuali.\V, and 

·the «twlopment of' SnttlvldU•l pottntlalltloa fna fmn eaete 

end tammunel cOJ\stz~tnw•4 

' 
"It ~·the b.d1\fl,d\la1, ·Jlh doing ot somethinG in ttl• 

lndl.dduol e,apditYt and blti ~eactloft to his own Mta, 

that cm.etltUtll& the maJ,nsp:r.bto rA all $OOM1 p%0Q!eed~ 

1hlt !ndlvldutll :l·& tbe Ol\lY lftstNttent _.,lCb sochty ha.$ 

fOI' glvJAg effect to aft td.-a. J.f' the l.ndlvSdual lo 

panlyeedt Md prtWented fr-• PQJ)onding to hl.c hloheot 
' . 

. impuloe•t~ lt ls tochtv whk:h auff••• Aoat tA the 10ft~ 

run¥*'' 
li' . i .. 1 - It . I . ft. I . . I J I .· l. J! · 
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llhaftdel'ka~ held that unless the iru!lvldual waa renovatod end · 

~abed there could: be no J:Gal eeo:nom1c o-r polltleel prcgJ.Oat.1 

The ln.tellectuala, .. tbe:r-efoxo• acttrocnted the uezednoaa Of 1tle 

11\dlvld-.1 ae tbe boeb of fu~ lndlaft ·GOCS..ty.. Renade well 
. . . 
.. ' 

fo~mulated the lntoUectuale • vb!on d the tutu• soclel 

• .._.. To qUote tdmt · 

. 'We aim ,,_ a fJ6tt f~cwtll of lndlvJdual:t ami e fullel' 

.md !aave~ l\:JCPanalon met develepmont fo~ tho nation. A 
.. 

aoclal •Y'o't»m1· wbkh tends tf) dwarf tle J.ndlvidua1 

eltl~&Jl end binder t.te devolopmort 1n verloua ways, 

t10ateaa tho vlg-eur· ot tho natlonal. coneclenee and 

checks the fcee ploy and .ecceoe of iloht.and mowment 

must eftd 1ft dltJafftft•• t2 

Sndl'dduel.; were v!ewed O$ p,._110l'ti. and inltl$toro 

ifll OJG&t chang&$ in the &.f'Jttstri they •••t1tu.tld ite d'VMfl\ic 

epl~lt. Chanda'ta-.r, ft.J• •••1e. w:ro•• 
-.'"" ' 

1Xt l• br tbt ccmmaNtlno tooe ot 1nd lvlttuale In tho 

G'OC!ety •• ,. tl'tet all mc•aUont of cptftton and pJ.leetlce 

a• .... ht out.. the function of' the ilndlvidua1 mf.nd 
AI to. fot ~stance,. advance em( l.nf.tiate 2.'8c\lt!catloft 

, ~ • , \ , '·oe.,.,y.;~ '< • t ' • 
0 

• 

an<t· t»V1$ton of the !deale; Cl\$1'ilhed iJy a aoc&at¥1 tlw 

aoctal mind eamot f.n lt•·· ·v•ry nature tnltlate thlt 
RJ"Ot$CS".... . . 
y . " •.. 

1. &banttoaa~,l\;a •. , ., Gilt;• Vo1~11•P~492; 
2~ OUottld Sn Paevaw, r.v. • •• et.'tt • 1963. p.t?&: 
;a. Chanda1fa%'ka.r1 N_.G_., f!!;eU,. • pp;·t~! . 



160 

Without- Individual lftl.tlativo tmc1 ltthe cxeattorl of ln.d1¥1dual 

fetttttt, th&y emphaslQ:ftl, toel&l p11:M;J•sG could not pr,oc•od• 

aid atJClety would l'Jmaln st&tl<maJJy,. 'to quote Chandava:fta:r 

agatn, foz l.nataJJe:e t 

tt Llf'e is pel Into $OCfety wbt.re you b8w put tbat lite .un-~o 

tn<U.vtduala fktt. All afom can J').rcceed fi'C)ftl one soul 

to .anQthl_, ••·• ttto {JtOat&r;t of social ohaftt&e. beqftt t.n 

tbe creation t/4 ittcltvtdual faith •• ., The Ql8e't.changee 

et. the world ..;__ all l\e i_a,' .. otorma - •• effected; 

by «mall t~lnOI'ittee• men ot· tntn:a1 •ovnge •·•• Social 

tetom oeedc !nd&vkiual· afc:~m ~fore lt ean succeed • cnl y 

tben wa may Do m.tl'8 to find ~ society comtnt to out· side, 

whlcb ts tte side of TM.h and Pt'OOJ:•tuJ... The soelal 

tDtnd coMot po.tom th:e Cl>,_Cti.\'8 end:dt.scem.J.ng function 

of socloty .• •;•·• that cnn a. done ~n~y by men ·endOwed w!th 

tm power of f.nelght•, c.outage and wisdom. lt ls t.l'8 that 

thO lntU.vldual Ideal beCtll$& ot aewlce t~ society • •• We 

cpeek of the coclal mind, but the soc: tal mlftd ls tbe 

component fit· its lndivktucl units,. Ttte masses will not 

move unleta JO·cponolble lo-aders, men of lloht and 

lea.mlnq wallt t,_msel\1tls ·~· and set en eomp1:e for · 

others to follow • . J. 

Cbaftdf;lVarkar vmc tb:t a•ateat o•cnent of the view thai 

lndl•kluals wew the movlng $))!'11\Qs .of society. lt waft they 
/ 

who I.'Gpre:stnted what he called "' tho centr-lluoal force wh!ch 
' 

ls neett$&aZ\f to matte soel.ety mow beyond ito custcms and 

t:tadlttono. n 1ft bls own wolds t 
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•• The" ls., no doubt, auch a thtng as ttw sce~l tnlnd ••• 

Cuatomo and tnotltutl.cn4? aft enforced by the aoc!e1 mind • 

whl.ch ln ttto conscloueftetu; .of t::he whole accle·tv arK~ 

may more appnp~late!y •- teztMd lts vo• popult whlch ls 

looked u,oa e:s l.te vo~t»4 &at tten ls aleo st!'Dethlnq 

like indS.vlthsal mlftd whleh la genonlly APPOsed to be 

nothing btfo~e- tbe social mind. 1ft a soc:loty consclouii\C!as 

remalfta oentJ!ed tn tt.a d:l$CU!e«tt lndlv!dual elements. When 
' 

lleft*s tllou,ht • ..,.,to mow in the aeme channel and a 

OI"OUJ'J le..- lto own unl\y, ·we speak of a 's-oc tel consclous

Mss•, but tt. pl\nd· MWI' Mens that a eoe!$ty has a bntn. 

•a oonsclouattess• · ar>azt- f~ tl\e conse.loucn&ss of the men 

who compo-se it~ the toctd mlnd., whkh •nforcea obedience 

to eatab11she6 cuatcme Uipsesents what Jlu;ty be called tbe 

'Static powt~r of s-oclotV~ But the $0Ciety cannot dewlop 

by lfteafts of tbe statto powell alone. It Is en osvanlsm, 

and -oxv~nltd» it by natu" d;mmie ~tMJ- than statlc,. •• 

the eoc:lel ud.nd _,•cents_ tbl centripetal force In 

sottetn it is l:t$ con• watl,. powe.wa: but the cent.rllugal 

force whkb ls neceseal'J to make $0C.lety move beyond ita 

ousta:ne and t•dlt!Oft.o can cftl y c~ fft'm whet ts celled 

·•ttte ideallztng .t:ecHJ_Oft" o~ •ct1ftsc t.oua tnte!lluence • of its 

-individual rtteml»h. lt ls tmt Wivldual m!ftd es dieting• 

u1shed fnm \be eocl.a1 mJms.,, tt.at eltlft& can ba pJOPerly 

signa of the ttme •.. dl.neom the growing ftl'eds, focus 
contemporary want& aad :bltetsu.•t them, and matt ttle 

eape!'lenee ·of the pa'Qt the basis Of further development. tt 1 



He, thtJGfon, 91!G&tly etnpha&~ the J.nfuston ot vl9oua- and 

vttallty in the Individual Mmhtl'& of tho societ.y.. To hS. 

soc;iety was a •doad' whOle if St wae not based on tbe vitality 

of lta Individual unltth, fa quote him eoatn • 

"Whet is meant by· the pl\l!Sse that the society t.s an 

o~gaftlstn? SOC!4ty bat no llf• except tbat impa.Wd to tt 

by each and ewry vnlt •~ lnd!vldual mebe,_. trt it. n.. 
volee of the lndlvidual ctm,t¥ibutes ~ott. socS.l vo~e. 

Each lndl.v!dual has life,. aftd lt le that life which nourlslwa 

co,Jety. It llt on that tndivldual 1lfQ that soclal organ!• 

ltsolf depends. SOC:Joty b moral O!'ganla bu.t wbettea date 

the meJtal powel' comet Not fran ltaelf,, un.ttt t.t cernes from 

1ndt.vidue1 units, and !to health; .f.t.c progress, Its stebl11ty, 

and faedan fltOill decav ~.an only eaae fl'Cm the lt.vSno persona

lity of i'te lnd!vtdua1 momt.i'e geneftlly, but pnctlca11y 

those wtto fcmn ite ttd.nking units. Bach of us baa e head 

11tbl.,h mu-st thinlt oach til Ut baa e moral forco wblch must 

ett before tbo llfleie'tY of which wt aJG pacta can tbs.tt and 

act.,.,.. Soc.bl mecbSM b#Js to !3e· apalxed end lefo:rmttdl but

it cannot be .~Qpaited withoUt the aid end lnt.tt.atlve. of tie 

·personal eqUatloa.. The vitality end p~"QJzeeel\18 capacity 

ot & secfsty axe dopendent em t• vitality cf' each lndl

vldual' and eacb !ftd1vi4ual bas 'to keep f.t up: and nourish 

lt. Not maaSG'o but men fvst. \¥hen men tell you to -.it 
\ 

tUl ·the whole of tte eoelet.y ItO\'& a, yo:u may walt. tU1 ttooms. 

day. •• Powor ts ra.ot 1ft nunbers, so mW:h at Sn ~roonellty, tt 1 
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~lvlduolS.. as thO found4tlons Of futuze dowlopment. 

lndlvldwls •• vltwed as ite Oa#~l.en and cuetod'lens of 
I"'· ~ • • . 

medcu.'ft.tsino ldoolo;iec and dewJ.opmontal pe~.-ctlves. The 

nwteath century tntellec-tuale •re eon~kuouc by tl'lelr 

lack .of falth in ma·asoa aG the l'tlaPn of ld.story. But it le 

to be emphaalaod tbat altho~· the intellectuals advocated 

lftd·lvldualt.• aftd the dewl~t of tndlvlduallty 1ft the 
' . 

soeJety, tMV MWJi s~atod ltt .Sntf!ftdvatlon. Ttatlr 

'indivldual* t.'ttHl at ttw ~· tlm11 a •co11ect!ve man •. ln 

other woms., tbe str.eos: on !rtd!vidual gnwtb was not eotmtsz

pcsed to cocbl g~hf 1ft faCtt the dewlcpment of eoclety 

as a whole undelay the. app&al ff# the trowtb of indlvlduallty. 

MonC1Wr, the !lltdl$Ctual$ •• JU>t. In favour of glvlng fa& 
' ' 

and unJen:raf.ned band. to Jndlvfduallsm bttt Qmpbaslaed the 

counteJtMbalancing potltlm of bOth the l.nd lvldual and the 

uockty ln o!Jder ·t• acblew a. •althy and balaAee soct.ol 

growtbtr1 

FliGjl ···1_ lUll. - r.Y'I11FM.(J!lii"IPi , •. , l •.• 
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tfe.SYD ... of tJa I qaaawuaaa l The· nlfteteeftth centuJ:y 

lfttl·llectuala dld no~ attatk tm a()Cf.al sv&tem as a wholet 

thel.r attack centr.od on What thor ccrud.d&ad to be • tht 
-

ittequi.tllls and falnohooct• Of ou~ aoclal instltut!ons and 

euatom~ '" 1,. ln the Meba•u~ht#!an lftt91lectua1 thought, 

on the tlhtJle • thoJO was a lack of total zethink!ng .as manl

fested by ~l'ozimtG Of S.ntet.2 file lntelleotusas cUd not 

;tand fo~ shal'P ~ture In tiVI e·x!attng soc1o.eu1tural mat:-la 

of the soctety.. Thoy advocated mC?demtsatlcn but not at the 

cost of social dlszq,,ton. 8 Theil' edvocatlol) tor soclal 

·tranefoJmatton, did no\ .taply tho ehanoe of tho stnctuse but 

that within the ati'UetUJ:e itself. Root and: bl'anch tl'aasf.,..., 

m•tion was Aot on tfte qeJUiat t• !ntell•ctuala did not stand 

f.or total ann1bUatAon tJf the· l)OC!al 1net1tuttons. . Ranada 

cleazlypoifttod out t 

.a. 
a • 
. a •. 
4., 

'"Tho true tefome:r ls not to write Vpon. a clean 

nlatet his WOJt'k la •• :ott•n to complete ·tbfl half. 

~ntttm:e. 8J has to produce the ideal out of tt. 

actual. aftd by tho help t4 tbt actuat •.• • We seek to 

tum the at-.an with a gentle bend a...._, and a venue 

hlld tten, to'fwctlfy tbe landJ we cannot etfol!d to 

dam it vp altote'the~ or foK.e J.t. into a new channel. " ·4 



lft otbtr wold•• they •• edvocatee cf afom and net 

<utponents or· ·avolutktn• They started with & bask ·pft1ft1CC 

that ttou:r &octal ortan£eetlon ls not wltttcut oood featUJ:es 

and they $ • ftot few• tKDo of oue * la:l inetl tutlona a 1.'0 

congenl.el to the ttealthy g~b of· toc&ety ·C~Bd \MY ne.S to tJo 

strengt'Ntftt!d•/ &1\d new oMs sub&tltuhd ln place of tho• whlch 

do· ao t suit cttanged ti8dnetenceS' f1f our coun.t~.- tt 1 

Howe•r.: tho kteftttf1catlon of the sccbl evils and 

the attempt at thflk Sndtvtdua1 rec·tltleatlon dl.d not constitute 

the <h:tw of the lntelle.ctuu ocmaclousness ln Nahansbtra. They 

emphattcalty J.Cltetated tbt~it the vkt&rV for social &efom would 

ccmt not by me~e m.Qd!f.Aeatlo&$ ot ·social 11\stltutloJUJ In a fosal 

way but by chang tng tht hent!tt of tt. lnd 1v1dua1 s. 2 ·They \\9 re 

awarq that paJ:tieuler· custoJna ~d p:aetkes r•ft •Imply symptoms, 

mo:re1y· the manlfoe'tetlon& of ttte pnenl acetal and cu1 tural decay. 3 

1. 

2. 



They emphaetstd, the~&f'om, the el\abge of Ideas and ettitudo, 

"'tlwi •fo~m of tbe· heazt aM tl\8 bt$d '' as the stanlrlo-'Point 
of' 'a11. teal'thy'pllOfzesa.l tbt1o$ls the attitude, the thouoht 

·O% idea was chlnoedt tho 1\otSml of occlal tegomu~·atlon wo\d.d 

· semaln •· dft8\1\ Wtnallced def:J)ite: the elJmlnatt.c.n of the ev11 

cuataao and pnctloea. 2 Jha· .ompflaol& Oft cltaftte ln tbO pattem 

ot peGplo "i& tbcught a&. e n:ecesmttY condltlon ·tar a 1aatln9 

solution to the eoclal pi'Obtems wao oM of the mai'VGI.loue 

p!ecea in the ntNtteent.h conttay Maharaahta-iaft. thouobt. 

Tho lftte11e:otuals, hO\\Over., did not. advocate any ~Gvolu

ttonarv change In the s~l.ety. . Tho a wac rtottttno very red leal 

about U.h pi'Og~ fr:« ~tal •oe•ntt~, although theb 
' 

Weas did ttaw &'*" ~&V01utlonast1 fmptAGetton,.. The upllftmen.t 

of the poalt!tm of waaen1 merr·.iap aft41Jt G'ttalnment of putJeny, 

.m~r. wldOW*fftan•te• olblinatlon of oa,w d1&tlnctlofts. 

monothef.Gm etc •.• did not cftnlf.y any -'votutl~ftaiT cbanae In 

tbe eoclety.. !Wn th.o !Ate11eetval$ tbetnlt'lwe· •• not 

. 1 ~ . 1 . \9 J J I I ... 
1. 
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Uftewtn!e. of tlltt r~tmalst tsetu• ot tbt!z; Sd•ea-1 Mozeove,.-, 

tba oourso they del.Snoat.td fo:e ttanafomatlcn was to be 

evolutlonatr aftd not zewJ.t~tt.ona.,. HeadY all tbe tntt-11ec-
, 

t\lal1. btllltWd 1ft Wbdaal t~nsfozmatlctt 01 tM country end 

· cocletv.2 Ranade Well ·toJ:mUlated tM evolutlonai'Y' nature 

of ttJe lftdeavoual' t 

•• Not aga !n, eOtd.d we 00 tft• t·or ft¥01 ut.lona r:y 01' 

Jradlcs!. elm~ a, o.tJJtawl!fl the: contJnuity of the old 

llfe would ·be bft'keft• .By aastlt!lat·lon and expansion 
. 

• wea ale t.o adapt ·our$t1We to our changed ct.rc·un· 

etanas-. Our aatlon ·Jlao f!'lowft. wcndeztu1 elaatltitv : 

.1ft the ptun:, tl1d tbltae ls nc •• son to f•ar for tile 

fU'tW:O In tbls •o•Jd •••· Chanp for tlw bttter_bV 
dow ab&OJPtton .,..... aosSm:UatJ.on and not 'by tucfdffn 

con,.refmt ctt l'Ovol-uUM ...,.. ttlls hac . ...,. tt. 

-chanc•~satk f•ature of ow patst hlstozvt changes: 

haw occum:ed without an.r· violent o\Wftl• end 
. . . .. 3 

wltbout b••klno up continuity of the old life. • 
•'es t Pr & r 1 . _ I! t .n n tl! c • !au $l!fa· ~ & · un - t . ; ;. •fiia t•• e s1 t". - · .r · t n t . t 8 . " . 1. 1 l 



Thttet ehenge aftd ccmttnu!ty ~on;ti'tuted tht baolc &1 . .-nta 

. Aft ttle Jntollectual.a• schemt · ot · aocla1 tnnsfoamatton • 

. Aftothe.- cha~wr&otk featuJ~t ot the nluteonth centutf 

Mahanshtrlan tfttA11ectw.4 thought was tbat the probl.eo the 

lnte1l•ctuaie tOOk Up f:o•. ~etoJtn •• .mainly aelated to q:>pel' 

cattee·amt middle c1sasec, Foz etrampl.•• wld~••letle w:u~ 
. ' . ' 

mwr • p:J~t~blmt· fo~ tblf ~n ot 1-.r claa•• and caste•• 

PO.lWAlRYt eva.tn •. .a1 a pxobletn aol'e ·of thl q,Jpf':r ceatee and· 

·and mlddl• cla·&ae'tf• thO p.oe>r and the depd 'Vtd ~Pet tons could 

not atfOJrd auch ·an ·••tawGance. thle t.e. hO\te•r• not to 

aay th~t tblb c:onsoteulfte;ae was c1aa8*baatd. In fact, tho 

ld•ao ·In 19th oentu,., Maba•shtra can.not be c.blncter1std :as 
. . . 

JepiCJsenttno a elawe. tte problema they selected for retos 

.wee aubJCfctf.vely •ocbl l)ttahtemt, enguJ.flng tbo.eatta GOOiety, 

al.th._b c•nein •ttd•• and r.nracttcea dSd objtctlwly p11n1aU 

on a ·1a~VCt .cale JmOfll parttc.ta•l' gaups and classes. the 

problems like Want-maniatot CfJS'te dlstlnctlons,, eto., 

•mb .. acect tlw entb.e aoolety, end wec• 1\0t ccmttned to pariiculal'· 

caatft & 8ftd claatJ&a., · llo~towr,. ttw ntotm they ad-vocated engulf•d 

tile entire sooS.tv aad coUI\tfY ae a ·whole and lt did n.ot. alate 

to partlcula~ cle,s#9 a ore vzo ... s. fbey empl\aaleed aoc1a1 

adYanCG.me-nt,. the smeltomtion ()f the people,. the ttUI&aGG, and 

ftOt clea·s&t., 1 In other wt>idn, t,_.b objeetlw of social and 
-n_jJbR'- ,JJU_ LJ.c,a··.-- n·-. ¥_. fll l. .. 1.- Iii ·p _ 1tii UL.,.ftU .. QAt. ·.Li .Hi · • ·qnnarr.bd ·_ ;.IJ·J· ~rlr.; 
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natl«tel ngenontSon was pecple-..o~:J.ent•d eftd not claso

o.-lflated. Xt le ti'Ut tJ\at they •• not above elaea o•, tl'D~ . . 

tn·t.e~Wats, and ctld obJectively J;~tpaaont claae or 9~0UJ' 

inh·ze·ets.1 aut when tltey J»f1ectH tbl lftteJeets of a clas• 

o• s OP"P• thev did ao thJ:OU\Jh the pJtt• of W.olovr• and 
not dlleoUy aa memblrte o• obad:!tnt s8·1'9ante fiJI that ;olass o:r 

' 

OI'OuP2 •. In otbOr WOrfl• tblb tlttnk!ftg wac ~ulded,, &t the 

J.ew1 of •oru;clouaaess, by· thou;ltt and not ln.ten,ts,, lt la 

IIII'Oilg to look at· tile claus • o•eup o•io'lna of Jntelleetuals 

aftd t'hen b1mnd them ae lltittg: this class or that. The fact 

that mo$• of tbt' n.Jrttttenth c-tUJV Snte11"tua1o came fraA 

the emeJtJ!ng.mtddte oltet dots 'not. tbenf.oze, moan thltt t~y 

npteaent.od tht lntel"est• aftd aspbatl.~no Ql tltat elaat only. 

For unclO!'"atandlJV ·the· basic natun of thOll" ldoac cno baa tc 

de what they aetva11y Wi\Jttod and whom tluiy weto !nt.el1ectual1V 

ftPWStJnting. 

Chandra t .BjpQn,~ho Rlco mid n .. If. F1:,2n.an.lc .. 
Nat!ona11at In~, Niw nll~-~~96~1!2* 

ilbfd., 



TJw. nlnottllntb contutT Mahtlr.lshtrt.an tntelloctuala 

•• ose.atly· COtt<*l'Md with ttte mean$ by which the social 

tl'atlsfoaatSon tlPy sought. could bo effocttd. no do bate. 

pari leu! ad. y du:rfilg tM r$Cotld balf of tbt nineteenth 

c&n·tv.Vt antzod around ulltly ·tte ~stlon ot whOthtr tht 

mothod ct :efoms chould li.ro ontv ectucatlonal or botb educa

tional and le;ialottve. On tte one hand thew \VGP those 

who stJllletly advocated wtla't l,t;; call•d " zetor.m1 fJ:CZt within "• 

and Oft t,_ other -the~e was a g~up of lnte11ectuelt wbo approvod 

ot the • refoam fl'flft without • In nnatn eircunstenc•t• 

altbotllh they pinned thai!' bauto faith In not~•levlsletlve 

me· thOde. 

Mandl tk and TUak w~e thO ifl8at eaponente of the 

• 18fom fJ:Om within ·• taotioJ: they wbemtnUy opJ)osed the 

Ideo of le;isletton. as a means of soc lel tranafoanatton.1 

Ranade and Chandavadttu:·. <>n tho o'ther haftd~t zepsesentsd 
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ttaose who lew -M l'ltu~ott wtrr th& sq>pon ai\Ct tht a ld of tho 

state ahculd be wttMteld :fl"em Jeforrn endtlavours.1 lt tbOUld, 
""' 

howt'Vttrt be '*Phasittd that ttey, too, did not J)iD thell' faith 

In legidatlon at' th$ $$le met.had of brlngt.ng about social 

cttan;9. In teet,. ·Uw S.r fb$'t p2:$feaence did. not go to~ 

J.eotelatleftt leglilellv• help was aouoM only 1n cases In 

wblch tie· lndlv!dwl· .offoJ:ts •• not likely to bi effecttve.2 

Thee eslec·t'- of tbe motbod of JGfom wae detellfttfted by the 

rno rlt onct uageney· of social to:sU& s• Th:e pt!a.ctlce s whkh •ro 

mo&t heiftous and •vwnlw •• to be abolished wlth one stroke

eSngle and final, .and lt. wae p•ctsel y .In ouch cases that the 

method of l~gielstton us edvocatad. 3 Raru~de clearly p·o·&n:ted 

12 .. • t llff e_, •rru•••·.,..·•••mrrr u t. ' __ .r. ·ur·_ .. 

"the d.nltiatton t.s to be ou.- own ••·• dktated by our 
aapcm:elblo i$8ftcOt and all that .is aoli;.ht at \btl hand&. 
·of fotelgnel't le to of.w to .this sesPons.lb1e sense the 
tone aftd sa:nc\ioft of l.ew. In the matters of soelaJ. 
tofOJSU .leqlelatlone., . tht distinett.on ol fol'fJ ~ and 
dome•tlc tul.OI.'o 1s a dlst!nctlon wJ.thcut d!ffennee. • 
Ranad ... e, •. ~a., !J•of.t~; 1 1915;~ p,.$l. Also sect Chand'Jver:ka~, 
G,.L., !!·P~,_,, .• 21Sf 

"~G1~atton ateP.S 1ft only when 'the othe .. method$ 
t.au~ •• Ranede, .. M.O.:'.·· .;~.::lt •. t 1016t .p.lll. * •• fiW. · State 
bas a ft.metSon to -~la I iii! mlntmlse the •vu. tf 
the •vU een t. mlntibed .bette~.' than tt. indlvtdutl 
effort. Oft, thJJJ pl"Jncipl~ alcme can State action I» 
,IU9ttfied~'tfM;J.J• 18it 

IWMzow~ tm• le undeserved mlserv•· thtae te a 
tround IOJj ou~e tntaJf&ftflte alwayt . auppoaln; 
that tbe tntoil•ftfleo will lead t·o the zedte ss of 
tbe W!OftO tetter, than any lndlYi.dUal etfon. • 
Ibid·· p .. n. · · 
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outt 

" The· blstoJry of. tho ~l'tt $$loft of Xnfantt.; ldo and 

sat! allows that thh!Je tn.otl.tutlons ••·• wea c·hacktd" and 
' ' ' 

coUld be etteolted• oftly by tbt sti'Oftg amt of Lew, and 

once thty WOitl dOft0\1\Ctd aa CJ:!mta., they dleappea~ frem 

tM face of tb? oount~.41' "lht dii'Oastd couW>tkmc of 

tt. body camot. elld shOuld not be dealt w1·thSn t,_· Mme 

way as ltt noJmGl aatt Mal.tbV development'• Tie &ha• 
., 

au~glca1 (tJlleP!tton,. ad not the hantopathic inflftltel'-!e11y 

eall pill, is t11e fti:OPO~ ft!Mdy fo~ ·tJ\e fl:tet claes of 

dSsordezaa• Qd tb.e anal~¥ holds qood •••· also In dealing: 

wlth the p;n4tttca.1 O!OWth :of social degeneratlon. J.. 

Thus, lt eeems tbat t• lnte11ec1:ua1 s of Mahaza.ehtn. 

w&:te not very sha.JPlY cllvided on tie q~otlon of tht2 m•ans 

. rOf bli.ngl.ftg about acetal chenge~ It was just that tho advocates i 
or • afoat fl'a'ft within ~ p~d theb taltb ••cluslwl·y ln 

education, wbJle· othen did not NJ.e out lo-gls!ett.on as a ftleana 

of aocb·l tnnefozmat·ttm. Nclca'#lY ell the t.ntellectual,s> l'illd 

education to b• tho moet effect,lw ateftt of social otumga. 2 
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1-t was only thl'Ougb the cpJG£!d ot knowl•dge that z&foJmatlon 

could. be otfoctod t.n the t«d.~ty .and social aalvatt.on could bo J. 

•allaed aa a lelallty. 1 ln ftu~t, tbe convtctt.on In the · · 

ln&tND811tall\y of Jm~ledge QS the (Jitet avent of aoelal 

t""cfoaauon md ft9&Mratlon. wan a canmon conclU$Ian. even 

hebr Who, was PdJlal"llY C®(:tJmftd wt.th exr;tonlftt t.be po1l\iea1 

and ecoru.wak •d*tv undt~ t.te Dl'ltbh ·NJ.e laid emphasis en 

....,.lbliil.il:ili:UP.I¥. _W&.JIU .: •• It$ , .. Uf;_J,]'· _??f -Iii I i!M:Jl'!IQJ l .~-A IJt f. _q_·z_u;.Hr 5U J*. _L . 1£,t 
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the· ttt.aaem!natton of lm~ledge '\hrouo·h education as tiWJ ~+

agont of aocfs1 trant7-fozmatlon.1 Moreover, .educatl.on wao. 

vS..d not wv at a solutl()~ to t1W eoclal Pl'Oblem(;, but 

eleo eo a by to: thG hf.atorit. *l:tatchltig•• pl'Cft'a•• for tbo 

cotfttiY• To :qUote Blv:mdaJ:kaf' t 

•• It u MlY education tbat can. iq)J!Ovt tDOrsl, coctal, 

ec .• anl~ t~nd po-1J.tlc.a1 condtt!ons... In ·thla way alone 

. ,._. wUl te able to nlgG· our fa11e:n eoun.tz:y and enable 

r ; ·.tit to tate .it& place ln the community of· nation a. • 2 

. On. this. ba$1c:.;undriratanditr;:"';tba;e was nl> d!ffe~ne• 13etw•n . . . 

tie a~vocatee of -.fotm fttm within" am those of tile 

· '' zefoat fJ'Cft &Vithout'~ · lt~.,.e, t~lf.ifo%0• · Sll:pentiw to 

e•amSno. •• ~n·•wu• the edwational·p.og__, of tho 

nineteenth cent_,. plcm••& ~ ozde~ to baw an .tma about 

theb method of ntoa. 

tc begin wlth., the lntotl.ectuaJ,a of Mahanshtu 

pl.aoed a~ ve·rv bJ4h P!rallua on knowl•doe • end ttl! J'ltfe&ss!ty 
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for both man .and society,1 lc;noJ"ance was viewed ae e curse 
and enlightenment aa a Dletelng " in evoxy rank and condition 

of llfe and Of eoct.ety.l•2 The gflfta .. al ignorance of tbe people 

waa at'tdbu,ted to as the root ·cause ot tho Pnvalenee and 

doggedness Of eupes&\1. tlons· and Qb.scu•anUem s.n Indian a oclety .. 3 

l1llteraey in gene~al QhtJ amcmg ~·1ft, parUcular was held 

nspons Able tor national degeat'~:ation and backwazdnes.s;. 4 the , 

spread of lcftowledge, Oae.t:efOS'e, was accoldecl a PJ.llma~ pos1 tlon 

l.n the seheme o~· eoclaJ. transfomet1on l.n nineteenth century 

Maharashtra. 

The lntollectuau emphaelsecl a pa.rtlclllu type ef 

education tor tbo at.td.nment of thels:· gof)l. they did not

approve of the existing Qducet.lonal ovetem., They pene1 ved 

t.h.at the lndS.grmouG ~J'I.idlt.lonal l.eamlng bad lost "lta •alue 

1n connection wltb the pre.&ent dar neee&&iUea and wants ot 

human 1t.fe.•5 

1. 1GJeat. la vJf.sdom, lntlnlte is the value of wh<loma it is 
tl\e hlghe&t achie~t of man. 1f that le a tailua,. a11 
is a fall ure. •• Wst,, p.449. *Kn.ow1edge is the only aa.oe t 
which make$ a man lldt Without .. owled;e man J.s hard.ly 
dl.ffe~ont fzom Oft. anl.llal.•' Chlplun:kt.l~t· V1shftW~hastri, 
;.··~1963, p . .,a3'. Jambbokar W~' t " 1t 1& the PONe% 
· . ow edge tba't OVOI'PGWe~ natuce and mates man magnl• 
fJ.cent." Gee li! lem!!!X Dy£eY!!, Allf•;24t 1832. 

2. Pamananct, N.M •• PJ!:•Pl.Sr• Letter NO.XE, p .• 9fr} •. 
3. .., The Pl"act1c·e et iq>Osed td.dcr~.tH)Od and oUutr soclel 

milprectloes trtd.ve on peop1•' s t.gnftance. • D e&bmuktl., 
G.H •• gp.ct.t1 , No.-161 p-.221,. - · 

4. Jambhekar, B.d Shas\&"1, pp.pt.~.,, vo1.,1, p.,69. 
&. see &b&st·, Ihe· B.~u oureeo• sept-14,1832. 
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The uadt.Uona1 education wae denounced ttecauae lt was devoid 

of any p~actlcal uUlltV fo~ tbe mawrlal Pl"o&~dty ot the 
I 

pe•ple, besides tta l>ei.ft; lnaat>able ot "'d1epe111ng dtd.'kness 

auuoundlng u~.•1 Klstod.cally speeklng, tl\e lntellecwals' 

unden,andlng of the ne,uze of uaditlon&l learning came ve%y 

close to 1 ts ec\ud etate. 2 1 t ahoulc:t., bowever, be pointed out 

that tbaiz oppoeltlon to 11\G taadttlenal Jrn,O/Iledge wee baeically 

dll"eeted agat.ne.t the llldtaUon~ of t.hnt .knowledge, end 1' dld 

not 1tDP1y the ~eJection Qf lndlg:•ous edueaUon as •uch. ln 

fact, ompl\atla en the impartlng qf knowledge · thxougb vernaculu& ~ 

Wa8 one of tbe m$jOt ccnoma of the nineteenth century J.n,tellec• 

t\J:ale. 3 

for eluc1daUon eee ChaPter 111 •. 

Chandavarkar·, N,o,,:~,c.&.s.t, p.70, Bban4at-kar, R.G., 
I!•C1't,rt Vo1~lt P•4· . • 
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No:r did .they pin itlelr faith 1n tbe sya:wm of cotcnl.al 

education es a moan& of social noeneraUcn. A& would be 

clear from the subaequent diacvaaton. tbe lnt.llecituale- of 

Mabaraah·\re wo.zo muJJ- bf their lack ot faltb 1n the 

colonJ.al education,- alt.hougb their attack wa.- not. (:lS diC'ec,, 

as lt was in •elation to the:! t~adS. tJ;onnl. ed\lcatlon. A 

cd tlca1 exemtnatla Of the I d. tt.eb educ·&Uonal ,poltcy and. 

the educational sebeme of the lnteUeetuale wS.ll help us 

lao-ate the dlff-...mc.,;. l>et.ween the two. 

The pdnclplG uricle~:lytng 'th.l &d. tl&b Mucational pol.1cy 

was mainly gu1dtd' by the needs of B-tlti.Gh eolonlal.t.em, 

.admin14'ftJ'aUv•• 1d.eo1ogS..ce11- conomlc ead poll Uca1.1 Tbe 

~recondi.Uon fo:r th~ peJ:pe~_atl.on of_ eolmlal domlnatlon snd 

·extended eJCPlol tatlcn was. smooth admlnl•~•a:t!on and ideologl• 

cal subjugaU.on of tbo people, and lt was GS_$tn\lallf tble 

that lay at. the h•aJ:t ot tho &zltish edu~a\t.Gnal po·1lcy.2 

!HPft.. -fa· .. af JP&ta E~F;Jl§ti~~'R'ff• .• f·P&t.:.a:P~al. · r • · c tnt ·ovemol' .. · .: ay, ••P c.. y s aUG n 
1828s "One Of 11Jle c~tl.ef objects of dlftua1no education 
among the natives of Indle is cur increased power of 
es&oclatln; th-tm in ev•JY paJ't of our admlnietratlon. 
This l deem GHtntAaJ. Oft the ft:fOUJ\d$ of eCCtlOI!lft Of 
11Qprovement1 and ot security. s .. Sha~, H.(ect.), . 
id.fltl&lllt .uma. &mava»aal. 811218, ·Pan 1, 1781•1839, 
Calcutta, .Bureau of Education, 1920,. 144. 

,, .. Cbades wooa•s famou-s oducatlorull despatch of 19t:h 
·· J'uly 1854 con filmed · tbe early t~end J.n the art. Ush edU
~ation,aJ. pOliCY• The Despatch dlctate<U • the advance
ment Of European knowledge will .IOU$8 them(natlvo8) to 
omulate us ln. the development fJf the v-ast ,;eaources Of 
t.he1~ count~'\' ••• and at the sama- time, aecun to us 
• large Md ~aoze cenaln tupply of mmy a•ticlea necessuy 
fo-z our ·~~rectuze•• and extensively conaumed by dl 
clll8set of_ our population, ea well • well as almost 
ln•Jd\ausUble demand for the produce of Brl Uah l.e~>ou~.· 
Quoted in Mt-e:ra, a.s •• .!Baslta• pp.l~1&5. 
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No wOft<lez,. tile edutatlcnal lnstl tutlon:s that developed dur1no 

the :nS.aeteenth C·efttUry empbaaieed a "laso1ca1 ODd arta currl

c:Ulwn• d8$l9fted indeed not to teach eclence or technologr 

IN\ t.o .Pnacb Eng11eh mo:rals •1 The whole ouJrlculutn was 

Bd.Ush-o:d.entedt p~ojecttnt tho g"afn•$• of BrJ.Wn and 

tdea1lalnt B~iUab iMtJ.tutf.onGt value,s $nd cu1ture.2 The 

Objective we& to eatablleh ttud.r cultu~al-'ideologlcal 

hegemony by .Jeod.enUng the minds of the people especially 

the educated section& \o eve~?th1ng Bd.U&b so as to Cl'eate 

the social base to. co1C#d.a1 rule. ·tb:e tlducatlonal policy 

. of the BrtU.eh geve%t'UnGllt t.vaa thus not oeand to the needs Of 

rna·ted&l ac!Venoement of the oouot~v and people• t:athtu: it wae 

orJ.entod towalds meetlnt the· colonial needs of the RaJ. 
-consequently, adene• education wa& given a very low profile 

In tbe 8ri.Ush educetlonlll policy. Ttte ~catlonal p;rog~emme 

of the lntellectuale, on the cont.~ary was diametrically 

dlfterent fnm the Bd:tish edue$tlonal policy, ae woUld be 

clear from the &ubsequent discussion. 

Undoubtedly, l.n the educational s:u:og•~Jn~De of the lntelle.;• 

tuale os-eat a1gntf1cance, not only social bQt also poltt1ca1t\ 

Omvedt, Gall, acl':• p.76·a ~cDona).d, Ellen e., 
P2• 51 t.. • PP.4 . : 'IS. 
Panttkar. K.N,.. •xntel1ectu&l lmplicatlon& of Colontall•m 
1n Indta•(an unpUblished paper), (n-.d.,) • p.4. 
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wea attaeh4d to Engllsh eduoet1at. 1 The Paftacea for the 

eJCl&tS.ng probl.ems wee, bowwer, sought not in the e,.llsb 

ll.teJ'ature· but ln tiestem Sclentific krlow1edge .• 2 the 

lnte.llectualt attached. geet ·et;oftlficance to the pz-acUcal 

uses of ll:ru•1ectv•·1 3 and the i.nt~oductlon of the wecrteJ"n 
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apten of education based on nus.eful ~ts and eciencea'' was 

empha&lsed 1n that 11ght.1 the undeclylng conca~ri was the 

matel'ial prOtp-dl.ty of the people end ib& count:y•e economlc · 

deve.&opment. The new oduc.l)Uon to be .S.mp•ted, therefos-a, wat 

to be OJ'lonted tow•de the ex.p1oltatlen of, the c:ount;rr•• 

~esounee fot th.e .etteitmtent- of that goel*' JaJnbhekc was vew 

emphatic 1ft that pJog_.• ·end p.cosper1ty could be aecuzed only 

through the eultt.vatS.on ot praetlcti ~te and sc1enc••2 In· 

1840 ~· founded the Dig.Oazsban, a rn~tb1y Maratht maged.ne.· 

dealing wlth U\e ecientlflc problems and issuaf;. H• held that 

the P~rfti· of £ng1and and the west w~s .entl:ely duo tO •• 

development of prOgreaa-o•1ented eei~nc• education and practical 

branches ct ute. 3 By tbe• logic be c.•• to the concluaSon 'that 

lndien beckwannesa we~ gJ:&eUy th• ~etu1t of the lack of 

ii~J_l 1r1.1 · _· (tJ __ .,,. _,_ ....-J.-ui!f•·nJ wr _ ~-•••·· 
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cult1vatlon of useful arw end actmcet ln the J.ndlgenou• 

,lnteUectual t~adt tlM+ 1ft h1G own ~GJ 

''One of tbe ~easone f• the Weatesn &dvancement and 

lncllan b"kwazdnese ls that the edventaoea of tnowledO• 

have not been aPP•ecla'\ed in l.nd.l& 1n thelt proper llgb.t. 

'Had tbe Asl.atl-c Phi10$optaers bestowed the .tame attentlcn 

on useful uu .&Jld. t;e:lenc.-• a they have <tone on mOJe 

abtu&o· and eubtlt bl'ancbas .of krUMledge eucb as 

Metaphyel·ca ana Logic,. mucn mo:o good might beve been 

ox:ptcW hOm tMl• laboun. eta &astern intellectual 

advancement le 1ft no way conne~ted w1th the common 

puJ:Poa.e$ ·Of 1:1fe• · Keace very Uttle progrees of the 

Ht.ftdoos. and Molu~mstens in Mtdienlca, Geo;S'apby, Hlstoi'Y• 

, etc ••• •'1 

In abOI'tt fo~ tbe tsansfo.rmatton of tbe lndlan eoc . .lety .and 

economy .ttat wu empbaat.sed ln 1be educ~ttonal pxegreDIJ8 of the 

1nte11ectuab was the tl'ats,plan.tetlon ·Of Western edueat1oo wltb 

an exclu&.lve et•eoa on ac;t.ence and tectm.o.legy, and u&ef~al branehee 

of ut•. JaJd)hok• stated very c1euly.c 

1. lf!lte 

'*the ·chang eel :at.t•atlon .of the ceun try makoa 1 t dally 

liOJ'e and lltlro lmperatf.'V'e uPOn th.t NaUvea to bestow their 

attention ·on the useful ana and tclence$• their ~ -~ 

P.racUeal $PPUcatt.on to the c~on pu&-poses .of 1lfet and 

ln shOJ:t, to gain eve~ acqulsl tlon,, wblch h,s J:Mdel'ed 
\ 

EUI'OJ)etWt Natlves euperJ.or to ·A&laUcs;~, aWl ft:om the want 

of Wblch their country h.a& eo much ouftered.•2 

2. 6lll.q& 
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the :t..nto11ectua1& stood for the extlnctlon of the p:rlwlleges ' . .· - . I 
of 'the higbet: c aates 1n tht exlftlng educational az:ran.gement. 

they wse opposed to the monopoly of 1earnln; by certain uppeJ: 

castea and c1e.tU;)eJ, and p~oposed the ap,read of knowledge to all 

the segments of the soclelY• in shol't, they emphasised mat• 

education at tPPOGed to class ettucaUon.,1 fo Bhanderkaxo and . · 

Pad14111and the nec:aedty for br1ngtng 12\o backward claeeea and the 1 
JAuaJ.t.ms into tho vol'tax. of education was the ta&k demanding 

epeclal attent.toa.2 .Rf.lnade ~eo"'4ed prlo:r1ty to the· agri<:ul.tural 

maseee ln his acbane of mat~ educ.atlon•3 He was again•t 'the 

&yats of the cerWn priVileged few :belt:v the maln benef1c1a~iea 

of the ed.oUng educational opportuft1Ue&• All the 1nte11ectua1s 

were constan"'y conee,ned wltl\ how to· make populol' educatlon a 

social re~.l~ty. for J:oalisatlon of the objective of mass educeUon 

H!! .i l . f?fl" ll' •• . I! !I! .-. fl I -

1. "P%ogreae lleo ln njuv.en.atlttt.t" the vast mate • not a 
ema11 gmup l_,.lvlng ltt p0$1 tlon wltb the ald of 
modem education met weal'tth• R&uu)d.e., M.G,•tilbSU•• 
191St Pel56,.~ 

2>:;:/•0tsr foremost duty As_ to brtng the bec~ai'Cl clas.aea end 
/ t!ae MobatnedaM .Into the VOJ'tb Of «<UCaUon." 

Bbandukar, R.a •.• Rfi&s.• Vold, p.-442. "The luackwud 
classes should be E< sp-ecial attention to, as it 1t 
by helping them emerge out of thet.r condition of 
darkneea and iOOOZ'ance that tht1%' w~etcbed cond1 tlon 
be amellozated• lt t.s only educatlon \bat can liberate 
them from the man-mate slavev impose on them." 
Paftlanandt N.M,., IRIG&S..• t.e\tu No.>a, p .• J.04~ 

a. tt Neal'ly e pee c.ont of the Brahmin& and other blob caste I 
boys I'C!!Ceive the wdltnents of education 1n the exl&tlno 
Gchoo.l•· The claos that. hae now to t>e reached ls the 
ag•1cu1tura1 CO!t".munity to~m.lng the b..cltbcne of tbe 1 

population. Ranate,. M~G~., Slt2&Lt• l-9J.! •. p.266. 
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Pal"manand edvoceted ta:ee and eom,pulaory \ducatlon upto the 

Px-lln.uy leve1.1 
\ 
l 

N••lv ell inteUectuals 1a1d Gt%4$11 on ihe growth of 

1nd1Qil. vernacu1e~ta.2 lt was cleaned estent1e1 for the zeallsatlon 

of ibe goal of popular education. They held \hat Engllsh as a 

tnediurn of inetrueUon ,eould not be a.n instrument of any ~neaningful 

social and polltlcal p~we~s:. 3 Tbe role of English education 

should, t.he~efore. bo· confined to atolng and eAJ:lehing thO 

indigenous languages,. lt should, ln otbe% wot:de, be an old and 

,_ever an lnstJ:Wnen:t of social ebange~ to Joahl, the exclusion of 

the moclem Indian languages f~ the PJ"Qg.tanme of hlofte• studies 

was an mi of monst.roue magn1'ttl4e.4 Ren.Se was very ta'JI)batlo 

on tbe Mtabllshment and gswtn of .lndjqen.- eauctaUon •. H• 

al'dently advocated the expantJ.on and 1nc1:ea1ing: use of the lndJ.an 

languagee such as Md'ethlt Gujuatlt etc,.1 He took tbe co10ftla1 
. . / 

~11cy to task f'o• lt& neglect of the lndlan vel'naculan that were 

given 11 ttle encoureg-.en t by tho B:J. UGh govemmeftt. 6 To repeat, 
*- w·at.tt. · n r _1t a .- ., "_a liu r•·••• 

1 •. *The ictea of POPUlar eaucatton can be :reatlsed t.f it ie based on 
a canpulaOJ.Y ayatm of p::lmal'y education among the maa.s:e.a. 
compgl.Soav education ls a must fo~ the general welfare of the 
people., ••. lt ebculd Md mu.at be offelteci free of costs let fre• 
acboole fO$ pdma. % .. f. :ectucatlon, ·theJrefo.re, be estab11ahed in 
every town and v11. age,. and let then. be thrown open to all, and 
attendance made compulsory·." Parmanand• •·•· ... eeaslt•, 
Letter No.)(%,. p.101. . · 

2•.iRASb• P•l02f.Chand.avukP, N.,G., ~iS~•P·~- .Bnand~kar, 
R .• a., QRaSU•• Vol.X,p.450' Josb1tG;~~ Sib~• p.1014. 

3. · P at'\fate, T • V .- •...S2• Sit, 1963.) p.22. · 
4. •(we CO!ttt~vu:t .. that the. exclua.ion.· · ot the modern lncl1&n language& 

vemaculars) fran the progranme of higher s~dJ.es 1s not only 
an aru:maly but an eVS.l of ·cond.de~!$ble ma;nl 'tilde.• • JCShitG•'f•, 
op. ct.!;. tPP•l014•1018. . 

5·. Puvat•• t.v., arttSllt• 1963, p.22., 
6. Ranade, M.G., aea:clSt• 1915, p.26l. 
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thea· strees on th,e ~o.tb of indigenous edueaUon through the 

e•panaion end 1ncrtatlng uae of vernaeulart wa$ vt.ve ma1nly in · 

order to eclueate tbe lewd' section& of the soc..itty end peasant 

m-- 1 ~··· 
aanacte was ••e of ·the futilt.•v of ibe clemou~ fo:r mat• 

educ:ctt.on f.f it vJas not preceded by ma&$ pro~~aperlty. lie,the:refo~e, 

GmPhesi&ed the ~ate~ of the mate2:>lal condl.tlon of \be people 

aa the futt step" towaJ'de the refll~aatton of tbls f10al.2 1t ls, 

how•"•, to be em.pbael.aed 1h•t tn an age \\tum English education 

wa9 eageJlV aougbt to2 by ~he emei'JS.ng lndi;enous l.ntellt.gentala 

ana the· ~nt.dcilo clas• • fOX" prof1clency lft l t fo:rmed a paeeport to 

po&1t1ona Of pcwe~ .Qnd &Oei.al prestige, 'the· intellectuals'. cone; ern 

fQr: mas& eaucation and the e•panslon and lnc .. •aslng use of 

vernecuJ.a•o wu teally e :cc~koble d~el~nt. lt. wea baslcaUv 

a petple-oxtent- pxoog:ranme, snd was met.kedly c:t1oUnct fJ"cm what 

the t9tleza1 lnteUtganuia .·end the middle clats thought and 

deslred. 

-··· 1 
I L 1·- Ji!Pt itJM. Fl f . I IJINIT 

1. &-.fla P•266-•· 
a. •• The ctamou• fo• mats educat:t.on would be. e hollow c•r 

if lt .is not p~eded: by mass prospedtr.~ Mes• educauon, 
iA OJ<ictr to be meaningful ana etteetlva, preconceives 
mass P%08Peri.ty• \!bet the poor inaastG •:ant: 1$ not 
«<ocation but wOtk Md anployment. 1,- look& Uke moctuv -
em the part of the Govemnen't to of:tu to the lat.HNring 
cla$888. ed.uca.u.~, when .. they. sadlY want. fOOd" . Unt-ll the .. 
ma\erl.al condl tlon of the people it ine~:eaced thel'e wW 
be no t•at demand for education.• ~!?Ad•• pp.292-293. 
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also the COJ:J:&$pOndlng g•owth Of h!.gbf# Gducatlon.1 Ranade 

ellphai18ed that the coordlntrtlon be~¥een .mass education and 

hlgtte,- education was hlgbly esa entla1 fO:t national pto;~•at 

a loP-aided emphast& en the tomer strJaeked of its non-prog=ess1ve 

or1entaUora.2 In teet, JnOOt of than w1th partlc;ulas- reference to 

Ranade and. Bhamtukar were not in favoua: of tbe P%1ma:y ec:lueats.on 

at the cost of 1\lgbe~ leuning• they emphsJlGed a coordination 

between 11\e two.3 Rana:ie wa• · ve~v critlcal of the Bz1 tlsb 

Government fol: lte low expenditure on general edu~ation 1n lndla. 

and was •ad at t t& neglec\ of the bighU leunlng. He wrote in 

18821 

''The BJtltPb lndlM Govemmmt relatts from the 

people. anll- veaw·ly tevenue of cloae upon 6at mU11on 

et&r11ngs Of 3i •upees pel" boad, and spends on 

1he1~ educaUon about J mil.tlon o• leas than 8 pies 

.Per head. pe~ annUta. TbS.a .mlse~ably amaU expenc:tl.ture 

f~·on the pub1lc ~evGnues on naUonal oduc:a.t.1on J.e not 

ve~:y Cl'ed1te1e to a cS.viUacd gcve»nlll)nt... The total 

sum dlt;buJ:.Sed foz: Gducat1Qilal pu~03e$ esceedt a cz-ore 

•• -,·, r .,, zig r · tiw • •-·•u r1 · t M 
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and a half of zupees. Of this tum, about 11 lacks as:e 

epent en univeJ<&lty «Jucettorh 1'*a. the Arts Colleges, 

Europoan and Orlontelt 40 laeks ue epent on h1gh Md 

middle elase &ChcoUt end 73 lee-. et-t~ epent on P%1rnary 

educatl.on. the rest uo &pent on d1r~cUon., 1napocU.on -, 

He found that the Govemment waa not paylng a coxoresponding 

attentton to the gzowth of highe~ «<ucaUm,. and calculated in 

1882 that t:h e GOV(!J:nment •• ••xped1. tu.:e :ln 1 ncila on P•lmsy 

iducati.on 1s more than 1&0 pe~ c•nt g:cater them on eoll.eglete, 

hlgh and middle clde lnsUtutlons to;ott\el'.'.a He c.a• to the 

conclusion that thea-e wao a 1act of whnt he called •lcorr:espondance 

b~tween prlmC:' education .afld, hlgbe~ educatt.on.• ana found the \ 

neglect ot th$ lettel to t>e in tbarp ~OCU$ ln the Bombay 

Ptesl.dencr~·3 on the bMls of an eaalye!s ot the educaUonal 

arrangement• in tbe .P:rC!I1dency fzoa 1840 to 1880 be concluded that 

there wao nee.~' a~atton ln. the nune%'1ca1. growth ot lnotltutions 

ot hlqher 1earntng,. wtu~:r:ea~ primary educeUonal 1f'lst1tut1ons 

1nc:ea&ed tenfold.4 For elucit.fatlon let UJ hsve a look et the 

table below1 5 

, -. na -• tJt *" u-a 

1840 90 ~.coo 3 2(6 2 650 
185~ 322' 23,000 15 1,446 .2 1,400 
1810...11 2,223 119;803 146 18 033 

. ' 3 303 
1880..S1 4 .~s 253•842 159 11,1.49 3 332 
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·, . 

ftom the above t.eble lt .1& cle.ar that the.r:e was a lop.slded 

grqwth tn .the number of p:d.~aaxy schools dur1ng li\OS t of the 

nineteenth century, and there was a conspicuous lack of 
\ 

ttfloJs-espondance" between the pximary an::l h.lgher educ; FJtion·. The \. 

n~ber of primary schools rose up from. 90 in 1840 to 4:,225 1n 

18~1 1n the PJ:e$1dencv• while that of the <:ollege$ remained 

1. See Mand1ikt V.N., aD•~• 1 P•llJ Agerkar~G .• G;,; .a;c1;t~•1956t 
pp.86-s?, Deshmukh~G:R •• ·~f·S!~·•P•23• J'ambhekar.. it Shastri, p•f:fi• t1946,p~t81• ttt I loo .. to~ more parUculaJ"ly to etna.e edutatlon aa ou~ Ol'eates t h.e1p in tlle solution of 
all these p.-oblans• It is to the spread of education among 
gi;-1$ that l am 1nel1ned to look for the remt;!dies Qf. 'the 
e•is t.ing evil$ • Thet1nd!eates my view as regards· social 
refotm generallV~t • • ... Telang,K. T. tR-R•SU• • Vol.:t ,pp.2~1~97 • 

._Feniale educati.on is essential not onl.y for the elevaUon of 
the stnc. • • . bt:tt a1 so the· enl1ghtenntent and progre&lf .. of society 

.itself•'- Pal'manand, N.M •• a&•s:.!,\~•Lettel' No.x1 •. p.l04. 

2. "The cause. of P~t:ei progr<tss~~~~-·.£trtd :!'li~hte~edness is not 
thel.r spl:rlt of canmerc1al.#n'~J'l -c-~~ .;,;t.wt~n~the . 
Bbatias ana the Bania$ as a living proof Of 1he fact tbat 
people ln$Y be higblr gltted "th rne;reanttl(? !nstlnc:ts and 
$h-4V'.t 1he h1gbe1ilt ep; rit of ccmmerttal aet1v1ty •. yet remain as 
bigoted and ignorant a& eve". I· do not think the Pal's iS would 
have been what they ere ..,._ socially progreS$1Ve . ...,.. if theiz 
earlier le-aders had not clelC"!y peree1v9G that female 
education is the root of al1 refol'm.u Chandavarkar,N.G., 
Qe.•,il• t p.l55tt' 
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ami the oeneral backwatdn&lt ot the &oclety.1 to Bbandukar, 

teeplng wcmen und~l' the· ccndltlon of 1gru3J:ance was the·~ 

of 11 erte balf of the 1nte1l&c\ua1. mo:ral and ap1dtul'a11'POU~ce~ 

of the coun.tlf'~2 Patmanand poS.nted ""'t that without female 

et!uc:atlon even the knowledge •ecelvad by #len• will l'tmel.n 

e.tationerv. Cl' ba:rnn • :lnc:apabte ot *'"ating an inteUectual 

atmosphes-e.•-.3 He edvoeated not only pdtnQry ed.uoation to women 

but al~o higher edu~atlon. lt was, hottJOVet• Ag~ka:r· f!!om among 

tl\e nlnet&enth oontuzy &mar•bu1an 1n"llectuals who fl~&t 

conceived e.f edueatlng womtn fo~ anployJnent and profesG1on•• and 

Qaphatised the. ooandlng of wo:aen* & role out•ioe the nome-.4 

~~a monttonea eaJ'll.er., faom 1823 to 113$0 female «KiucaU.on ln 

80dlay ~Gained in tbe h&ndn of tbe ml$slo.n-les of variOt.te 

t.•&e$<it aut fnm ~~ onwards· tt; wa1 mainly \he lnt.ellec tualt fbo 

oa:ve a 1att1ng boost to the spreed of .Sueatton amono womtn. & 

• ··11 .. I! a • uHu PI! t.! ·1 t.!U · u t .:ru· 

1. Jambbeker, Sal Sbastrs.. lla.S&l•• Vol.l, p.69. 

2. 'nOne t.a1t of the intellectual, moral end ept.;rs.·wal r-esw%ce• 
of our country is thue being wastt;d. lf ou:t worr.ui.ln rJ&re 
Gducatad ao they ;Qught ·to oe. they WO\Ilcl be a P<W~&rful · 
instrument for ~dvan~ing the general con<lit1cn of out
counw,. Bbanduk•• a.e., ~tltSU.•Vo-l.ll,p.489. 

3. 11Pemales &hould be 9iVGO not only prl.mat"V ech.teetlon but 
h!qtaor edueatlon d welt. National life must Jemaln 
lnccmplete am\ at low and unp:rogr~stve level whe:e tho 
female sutt.e~ fl"om the want at educauon. .Even .the 
knowledge· and educed-on which otrt.a!J\ taOng .tllftft w!J.l r:etnain 
Gtatlonary oc bl.tften or 1neapab1o of ereatlng an !.nto11.ectue1 . 
etmoephet:e. To educ;ete.a boy ~ i.e only to bring t.aP an 
indiv1dua1., but to .ooucate a gltl is to ts-aio the whole fanlly. 
hence the e<lde<S 1-t.npt:>~~Mt& of thei.r ~<1ucat1on." Parmenend,N.M., 
U..Si.h•Lette~ No.xi,. pp.l02•103. 

4. Mejumdar, Virus. •sceJ.al reform movement in India• from Ranede 
to tiehru• S.n B.R.Nando (ed.) •. ~rtdl~g ~J~'t.fm~~,f.\~_t.o 
~OCS..tre1:tY.t New Oelht, Vlkaa PubVXls 1ng !h?u$e, 1976. 

n. f1upqrt Of :tf'uLin41an' Education Comnd.sslont."'Ht.SU••P·523. 
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In .18!54 the ~e&pona~b1Uty f~ the edueatlon of women was 

fo:mally accepted by tbo GoVernment, lugely owing to 'the presaul'e 

e•erted . on it by naUv·e lntelleetual.a.t By the end of the country . 
the labour of· the intellectual.s t.n t.bi$ dlzectJ.on had bozne 

. • . . I 

rerceptlbl.o fJ:Ul t.· av 1881-82 th• tml'nbe• Of olrla at acbool• 

rose to 2?•000 ln tbe Pzoeei.den:e:y.2 Though this number was yet . 

vary emalllf U Wllt blghGJ then J.n ~ othe~r Plfovlnce t~f lnc:!h· 3 \ 

lt ls be notedt ho•ve:r, that highel' Qducatlon to wC*nen was yet 

e dream, to be rea.Ueed in due eotu:se of tim• 1n tha h1atory of 

ao:Sern Uaha~:uebtxfh 

the 1ntel1ectua1s cf Maba~ashtr.a w~e not nH!re·ly th1nk1ng 

men but also acting per$or\a11 ties• .ochGJ.arsht.p was etmply tlutu 

m0$t powerful weapon and useful lns~nt• They ~ere aware that 

'burnan mind l.s roused rao.:e' by deecl.s thM by dlalecUcs• .:4 In tbe , 

QG-a Of ~& spread ot tc:iucatlon in perUcula~. tb$1:1' endtavou .... 

was renukable. AG they ·viewed joumaUG~n to be an effecttw 1 
agent Of &o~al education, they e&tablt~bed a number of journals \ 

CU'ld per10dlc&18 d~lng the pe:rioch AS mentl.ontd cumJ.1er, 

J4imbh•kar founded the D.BILRY:R.\Ul 1n 1832 and the tlJS...~.i!l!biD 

Sn 1840, a~ helpe-d prtJQicte the birth. cf a ,Maratbi \'il'&ekly, . 

!Jillb&l\il• 1n 1041.0 J»tllmukh a tas-ted ~t.P.~ . .ft.e~.ab in Poona 

in 1849, end tourtded the 1DSslWJ!i4L\• an Anglo-M.arathl weekly. ln 

SO!nbay in .t.t¥2.6 /m. English weeklY• the fillb& J!!JJISI was 3\ar'ed 

.by Mand.llk 1n 1864.? Chiplunker et~t«l tb• &bandhmala. a monthly 
Tfacu .. u t . ! · tl1l .... •••r '&fl--. .. ;r ,., ... 
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Marath1 magazine, in 18'74.1 The tt&n a,gQ.dbJj (Brother of the Poor), 
2 

the Satyashodhak newspaper,was started by Phule in 1875.. T11ak 

and Agarkar started the j<Uarie a MaraU\1 \vEtekly, and Ule MibEUllt 

an English v1eekly, in 1881. 3 Oue to the differences with Tilak 

on the Age of the Consent Bill Agarkar wae, hovJever, compelled to 

relinquish the editorship of the Kooar1, and he-started hie own 

journal in 1888, the iiuc1tu.u:i!s. an ;.nglo-lAaratht: weekl y.4 The 

in tell ec tuals also started many schools to help promote the growth 

of education in Maharaehtra. Phule founded a glrle' school ln 

1848 and a school for untouchables in 1854. ~ In 1870 the 

Praathana samaj started an evening school for the backwud 

c:lassee.6 Chiplunkar, 1\garku and T!lak fourded the New English 

School at Poona 1n 1879.7 The 1ntellectuale, however 0 relied on 

the British Government for the implementation of their oducational 
. e proqramrne. 

In re~rospect, the educat1onal programme of the intellec:tuall 

was dlemetr1cally differont frora the Brl.tlsh educational polley. 

Wherea& the needs of colonialism dietated the policy of the 

Bri ti&h towards education 1n India, the educational programme of 

the intellectuals was oriented to the regeneraUon of the eoc:iety 

and 'the mat erial advancement of the country. Ob j eet1 vely • 1 t .was 

an aati thesis of the colonial educational scheme at least 1n 

tenns of their desires and objectives, although they relied on the 

very colonial GoverRnent for the implemGntation of their educational 
progr.-nme. 
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The a:lucattmual scheme of the 1nteUectuala based on tclence, 

female and the correspon<llng growth of m-81& and blgher educ·atlon 

thrimgh the mediUm of vemacbl$1" languagos had, however, no ~eal 

eoclal :elevanc•• g 1ven the natuze ot the colonlel and aoc1aJ. 

flem'GWor.k ln the nlne)teeftth .centuey. lt w• • not w1 thin ·the logic 
' 

of colonlaUam to P.~omote a scbene ot edueaUon which would 

eventually destny ltl own foundetlons.n1 The int~uction Wild 

spread of •c1entlf1c ectucatlon ln the eoloay was thus consciously 

evot.dect by the 1ogs.e. of c01cnla1 domltaatl.oa, :tt& eco:nanla and 

po11tlta1 science. Instead, the empl'ud:ti$ was late on olasa1ca1 

J.an;ua;ee and. ll.~.,t.d~u:e, claaalcal bf.stfay end mathemaUca.2 The 

fact of incl'eatlog pov•tv among tbe Jttae~ea • arudnly U\e wort of 

" oolont.el ac:onCDlc&'' •· :ruled out. the· p0$Bibl11 tv of realt.slng the 

Idea of mass educaU~on tato a eoclaJ. &-ea.U.ty. The scheme of maas 

education was to be fus-ther d1scouJ:ag:ed by the Z"1&tng middle class 

in Mabatathtca. Tbe Mw Maharashtd.an d.ddl.e c1aes ~ffaed 11 ttle 

suppon and !niaUve f<m mats educatlon.3 The1~ rnonopoly'oveJ: 

English learning was an 'aGset. to them• it was the only means of 

Uvln; and soc1al reapect.ab1Uty available to them.4 It la quite 

unael'stanble that they would ·dltcous-age ~li' at least not encouJtage 

mesa eduee.Uon aa l.t woUld eventually \C)S'k agalnat. thelr own 

!ntftests. MOl'eOVor,. tho dependence of the 1ntelleetuale on the . / 

v 
co!onlel govemment for the implementa:U.on of their prog:-amme made 

it a eelf-defeaUng exerclae. & They felled to perc:e1ve the uue 

netun of the Brl ttsb l'Ule and nUZ"tur«t 1llus1ona about 1 ta 
... j __ 1 f 
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•eoenesoaUve rola't Such, ln abort• weze the llmlts of the 

ntneteenth cent.v colc..lal .re·ality whlm deferred tht . 

••ec.uUon ot the tAteUect.uale• prograll'lll& of eclence .ancl the 

c=respondlng g»'owth of tna8$ and: ht.gher educaU.orh Thus, the 

edUcational P=o~amrne of the intell eetualt was unde% the 

eond!ttons of th~ nineteenth centu~ de$tlned to end. in certain 

fa11U#e~ 



AN ASSESSMENT 

Maham:Chtra under the Bziti•h rulo undtu:went 

fundamental tmnefozmation in tho nineteenth centultf• Changes 

lnt:roduced !ft tho roalms of economy, education, polity, lew 

and jur.U.cia~Y led to the .-volutlon of a new social stwctute 
' 

. with tht rlolng mfddle c11ls& as tto dcm.tnant teatute. The 

eme:rqlng new m.iddl• tlaea In the ninetee-nth century tried to 

~tlate t.hemaelvee to the values and cultul'8 of the colonial 

zulo:t:c,l ae they we10 ateadlly tlegemonieed by the co.ton!al 

valueo, Jdeologf and cU1tu:e2 pMf)agatod by thO colonial rulers 

and, ideologues lD old&!: to wJn for the Raj the suppol't ot thO 

peOple in oenem end ·the oducated section in panlculer. The 

ausceptlblll.ty ot the m:fddle elate to the lnflueneee of colonial 

values,. ldeolcgy a,nd eultuxo can bo great.l.y oxplalned lf we 

look at ltt fllttotloal ovo1utton 1n tho context of colonial 

Maha:raahtra tn the ntnotoon.th century• The now mtddl• claea 

that emerged during the fl$t'ied was blo1:cally the cteat1cm of 

·ccl.c>nia11t~n3• As tho very exle\o·nce ef thls cla&e depmded en 

its Brltlab connection, and I.Ui· the aernt»•o .of this c1aoe eamo to 

b& in cloae touch with \ho Brltl1ll by thtlr poaltlon tn the 

admln1st.at1on, they we.ra ecnatanuv exposed to colonial ld•o1c

olca1..-cuJ.tuza1 Wluancee. 

fhebt SU$e&pt.lblll.ty to colonla·l Influences w&O.t howewl', 
- . . - . - - ' . . . . . 

1. Panlkkat• K.N.,, ,.Bl&SI:t• • 19S1t p.l?. " 

2. .!1!14· 
S. Mtakerjlt K_., QP,S&!•, P:~334. 



194 

c1cuts wae. trut to tte c1otJs natu%8, hiGhlY etatua-consc:lou•. 

lice :salve statu.t.,.consclousneso con8t1tuto• the cha"etorlet.lc 

fe-ature of a c1a~o o:r v•oup that, bappona to bt piacod lft tbt 

mf.d61e of the eoclel ·hte~at:ebv. 'fhty trt.d to emulate 

colonial wlueo and eu1tut:e not btc:ause the lattel' wen 

lnhfrenttv supG .• tor to tile ind~u' one$ and thua ·•orthv 
~ ~ ~ . 

fJf omulatlon. JJut because they oava thOlft a d let !net atatua 

1ft. the tocSoty cou,.l~ with social ~_.-ctabUlty. in sho~t, 

it •• a C'Cllbln.atton of both econaalc •cur:lty and aoclal 

· :cospectab!lltv wbJ.cb flew to tMin: frcm the Brltich C1Mnectlcn 

tttet made this cl~u.te hlghly .eusctptible to colord.al Wluoncoa. 

Thus It wac no acc;ldent or abbo•tlon tha• the Omtllrg!no mtddlo 

class waa beS.q mthett Ga$UV ,_;emon!aett by tht Brltl$1\ 

c•o1cmttl wltaef!, Md eultl$., One of ·ttut cl.mllflcont cUmtnalona 

of the· oocld evol.utloft of f.hlt sort ln Maha .. aabtMe was "the 

development ·Of en lntt:t11ectua1 and eultu~al provSneSallty.-' 

Anothel' ctonlf·kant diMJftalon of tl'$ ·Cbtmgta t.ntrOduetd 

by '"' Brltl.th !a the ft4btt tJf oconcmy. education end admlnl

ctra-tlon tn MabaJ:esht,_.a wea that lt lod to • rea11lat!on 

among the educaW<.t of the futUtty or ii'Z'elewnco ot tht, 

tzoeditt.onel ol!der to the new needtt .-qulntrtCf:lta and prlo• 

:ritt.ea. "i'M .ctt~noec t>•outbt to focua, objectively O» 

subjectlwt.·y at tte level of tctapi'Ohtnalm., tl\e et~ntt of 

incarrpatibfltty· bstwoan tho tndttlona1 soc1o-cultuu1 

&et•Up and the· new needs ~d wqu1temontt of the eban;lng 

·-·· •. fl ~ :w •• - .uaa •-lfi If . gr ·1 ,. n ; .. 111 ••••• 
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tt.me ln tile nlneteert1h. ceatulf. The tn tellec tual revo1 t t.n 

Maha~ash tra rep••• entad. Gil the Me ttane • conseloueneat/ 

~eallsatlon among tho educated of the ccntredlctlon between 

tbe newly evol.vlhg toclal stJ:Uctul'O' end tbe Uaditlonal . . 

tetttu.1 

The tal'f•• of U\e eeve-rest tnteUectual ettaclt. ••e 
the ed$t1ng aool.,.ulwral evil& end malpracU.ces auch as 

Oll$·cn.asoarttt.em •. supe-U'tl()G$ and luat.t..onaU.ty s..ectcied ln 

'the aoclet.r• 11\e tzoadl Uonel ol'do~ wae Viewed as be1ng 

decadent• esp1o1 taUve end unpa:og1'8St1-ve. · Th• exS.a tlng 

soc1o-col.tu~e1 ~eotk• l'llell'fit aceOJ!d1nt to them. not mo:rely 

tne1evant to \he n•eda ad 19qui•emente of· tbe ch.ngJ.ag 

epoch but wcn:e $ t.fl'IJHldt.ne;nt to prov-•• ln othe% worde, 

the lnt..Uec tuab ottack.t them not. b-ause they wen 

tzed1tlonal but because they wete li'J:at,onal. ~:etol:dlng 

pro;ns•• thek demolf..U<m was deatet.i G$SGntlel fol 

develoP~DGnt, ee tbey denoted eoe1a1 l)tognatlon end, national 

degcmel'atlon. the in~tllec"tUels dld. not• however, advocate 

a ahaX'P zouptu..-e ln the exlstlnv tcc1al $tluctUze of the 

coun tzy. They did not etd'Ut fo: at:nf:'tutal uansfo#~BaUon• 

ilii _&·- ··-· .·ra. u·r ••- _ ·•unwwo··-• _ r pililll ··-" ·:r'fliii ··- "Jll •.• l - !'(ir_n'( ru···u. _lf 
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ebangM weze aought wltb:ln tho fBemewor.k of the vesy stwet•.u:e • 

.Root ancl bl.'ancb van:GfomaUen waa not em~u•l•Gd ln the- nln ... 

teenVt eeQt.uJJ lntellec:tual thinking, 

Change in tbe exhtlng eoeio-cul tulal matd.Xt I aS ttl in 

PJ:ogreaa• growth CJI f.ndlvlduall.Gm and an lntense moza1 

ldee.U&r.l ...,. ~oe bellofs cons tl tuted tho· bannen of S.n:tellec

tual J"W01 t Sn Mab~a$1\va. 1he S.tt-toUec.tuale Pinned thei~: 

I d. th S.n eetenee and ~stlonaU.• as th., i:cundaU.one of PJ"GgJ:ess ~ 

The ld•olo;v of tbe S.ntellectuale wao thutJ the Sctaology of 

aoc!.al ~ansfomaU~on m mo:tem 11nost their po,npecUve. was 

thet of bW%geots <h~V411oprumt. they went ln other wo~<ls, 

tbe car~ien .ad custo:J£m& of modernhirtg ideologl.es end 
. . ' 

developmental. pe·~repeetlvM. Viewed ttws, the mole b1story 

of ·tile 1nte1.1ectua1 endGavoun ln Mabarashtra appear& 'to be 

the history of m&n VlO moved ahead of tbelr times md. mllleu, 
• 

and. Ul.O to help tbe peopl• an<1 socl$t,y move ahead and 

e.reate a new tutuzt. 

ln teas of impact., atent end Ed:b!evementa 'the lnt:ellec• 

tual endeevwZ"a could not, bONev••• . .ecblwe any epectaeule:• 

auccess. Caste dleUncUons 1nc1udl,ng tbe relegation of 
' . ' 

UntouChables to &epa!' ate 11vlng aceas • 2emelned aU'on; in 

tl'u) v111agee, ~d ••Uglous and cultural Pl'acticea ctld not 

die ••Y•l Child-marriage and ento.rced widowhood .-maned 

as Pl'G&Glag P%0b.l.ems as ever.2 Refom J.n. practice .ln &rty case 

1. . Oln'Vedt., Gall • .ee•ct~, p.2,. 

2. Ib£ I~aa, o.f IPl'&i (Banbay) • thu%$day, Dec;.8,1881 ,p.4. 
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affected a tmaU mtnod.ty. The mane& •maSned neat:lY 

untouched by the idea$ of the tntellectuale, not to sPtak 

of tbei.J' being affected by Ute. TheJG was cea-tat.nJ. y a IWld 

·ot .nest appJ:oech ln thell' wd.tt.noa ln ·tilt vemeeulan, but 

clesplte thel·~: beat encteavouS's to appa4J. to the masaeG tb.elr 

appeel, fO: all pJrac::tlcaJ. r.-.u:'potuts, %ema1ned .. confined to 

tho ulban middle clese•llt putloula~ly the educated a-Uons. 

Gl.ven the si tuaUon of wld•apnad t.W tel'acy in the rUJ"al 

ueas, they we.a doomed to bave a veJ'f .U.m1ted audience, 

man1v t.u.turi.Oated.. Th\1.8 the J.ntellectual. endeavcu.r J"Gmalned 

Uft)e:ft waft ln te:rmt Of its ezac,'fl.,fe! appeal, not. to. &peak Of 

its othoz Umi:tetlontt it was, in abort, not deel\\lned to 

becoms a m.aes movement ln Mebuastrua ln the nlneteeth 

centn"' Tbl.s la, bowtve~. 'not to aay· 'tb~t tt.• Pt:Ob1ems ot 

tbe l'UZ'al society ·we;e .out of the . .-blt ·of intellectual .concwn. 

lo fact, the lntell•c~ala ctld tate up the proble1J.11 ot I'Ural 

India, :euch as;, etnono otl\81'8, the misery and poverty of the 

Indian peatJanuy.1 But iheze was hardly any movement fO't 

tbctb ¢auao. •oo to the peop1et movemnt dld not occu• t.n 

Matu:tl'uhtre as tt diet tn fl.USai.a in the 18706.2 

..,_rura_·, t -uua Jrr.·_uu_rura•u•n .a.1.1 ••••·r_• L ~!-lfblf ... I~ .,., _ n [i$TJ?tC f R f . 
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1be llmt taU one of 1he intellectual mde:avoul's were, 

however. t.be z:eauJ.t of the Umea. The fato of tbell' attempt 

to CI'Ulllge the eoc:toty WDSt ln fact, g.-eaU.y detemt.ned' by 

the to,alt.t? of tbe context v.taicb lt ope•ated. MoreoveJ<, 

the c~ited.on qf Judging the lntellectuel endeavou.ra in terms 

of aobl•vemonta ls not the cOJ:~·t aPPI'Oach, a e l t. overlooks 

the ,,ole and fUiicUon of historical ~om:o~elnte •hlch go a 

lang way ift decldlng tbe fate of .t.ndlvl.du.ela' endeavou~s. 
. . 

A& a matte~ of fact. If the .pzogeeasJ.vt 1ndlvlduala ere to be 
' . . . 

assessed in ·te:~mt of tbd• achlevelDents, then tbe cont:ributt.on 
. . 

of colonial Sdmlnle:tra,o;s and the .m£&s;tonanes ·would petbas:-

be g:reater than that Of VIe tn·tellectua1th For the lmedlate 

contdbutlon of it1Ph1ns ten• and othe~s wee fat IZ'tuttoz thm 

B al Shastd. •· Dndebe, Ranede• Joabt , t>e~hmukh and othon. 

Thle t.a, howtvel't not to totally &gnon tbe wealcnessea 

in the encleavoun of lndlvldual lnte11eotuals. Ranede, toz 
. ' 

ex.fJIIP.J.e, undeJWen,t ~e•z•c!'itp, or Pettt.ll~e for bavlng taken tee 

w1 th ttle liuzoopeen mi&;lond'lee, thu& bowlng h.lt heed to 

oa-U\odoav.1 Altbougb he .. PJ'ofeeeed antt•idolatow, ho would 

often .. sit: temples, thus prov1ng blmself ·• 1atltud1ru~t"1an.2 

Moreove.r, at the age of 32 he ma:r.ried e g1rl of 1~, after the 

deeth of 1\1& first wlfe• to please hl$ father. 3 Tbls was 
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eontsary to the idea~ bo adv~ated. Similarly,. Lokahttwadl,. 

though a onat eoelal ntome~, zemalned 1n hlG pel'l;onal 

lifo an edbennt of all orthodox way,o.A su~h -zees·t.•e 

Eu.u.•aed. them cont!dera1:>1e cd tlcism dudag and altel' tbolr 

Ufo-ttme. 

Their penonal folUngs should nott. bovvev•~"• be used 

as a devlee to detxmk thtd¥ otltendt;e :emarkable endeevou~•· 

ln fsct, the conte)(t of thel• encteavo~~ lm,posed n-avy 
. , . . I 

constraints on thtflJ! fwtts.on. On the me band• 1be 1.nte.t1ec:-

wa1& weJ:e ·taced wl tb 12\e conservative/ ortbod:ox secuona who 

we:re· ·1n a very st:rong and neuly unsha&able poal tl•• ana. on 

tbo othO%t tbey were dt.acoul.-flled by the Pa$11V1 ty of ibe 

people. Mo'J'Oovn, tbey had und:e~ruke r:tezhaps the most ·dlffl• 

cu1 t teak of tbe f';Oft WmPol'aq public Ufe, that S.o , the problem 

of e:oc10liiiiCU1 tu:ra1 r:efoDl• la cul tu•aJ :S.esuea fee-1tft9 Sftd 

~ad1 Ucn an. involved ·to a ve~ lasge uten.t. T~adl tlona 

dlt YftY hexd. the ex-ped.enUal rea11tl.ee of ceste and 

customs an herd to et:adlcate f.rom humtJt con.sd.outnes~a:. In 

POllt.Scal eftd economt.c matte;re, lo;lc It eftd CM be an 

"iJWtiUllifmt. of ~..-. taut v.tl.en feeUng tllCi wacsS.tt.on a;r:e 

tbe autholtUes, log!,e la ala0$t impotent. .1 t ls not an 

•aev ta-.k to b•ll\9 abQJ:\ e ehanve la tbe lon.g e•tat>llshed 

customs sftd 'badf.tlons. i:lnd 4oeply too,ted pzejudiee~,. 

Above a11, the _v,.owth of' coneelousaesa 1a e colonial 

lu: J JIB n·JrJ. -: _- ·• uu•o u-q: !_ q ;._- nrttll _ •..• _ l e .t .• uur~~ 11_.1 · n-. '~•. r 11r 



sltuat.lcn bad ee:rtaln lnbeftnt const~>nlnts. Nineteenth 

centuzv Maharashtra undo~ tho c•lont.al nlt cttd no<t wl tne•• 
the l'evOluUoni.slng of the entll"e aoclal, Poll Ucal ancl 

eecnomlc matdx Of $OCJ.ety~ The lsi Us!\ a:ule dld ftO\ 

cnate· wen a wide~ eoclal aud1enco capP.l• of epp:eclatlno 

the baste modeJ:nl.ty of theJ.t ldeas. the fact Of wldeap~ead 

111,1 tezecy nmatned a gzoat obt~tacle to tbel~ endoavours~ 

Tbe S.ntelloctua1 .:ttv·lty, thepfoxe, could not b.eaome •an 

element Ot a pno.~"al p~acUcal actlvltr""• ..t\S.ch c.onat.S.tutn 

tbe pacondl.on foz tho suc·ces-s Of tbe attemPt at social 

zoegonezoatt.on. thlo fuxtbet explain& as· to ..t\y Ule awa~ng 

could not become a populu mov81lent .. 

The roal twces of rnoctunisatlon could not &pdng t~ . ' 

the. extgenclea Of ~t:lal. etatee~att, and t.IUI moat sew..-1y 

d.etnmental, to the CW$e ot modem1.satlon w• tbe po11tleal 

economy of BJti Ush c01onlaU.sm.1 tbe ,laet of· development 

of ~epl taUem ln Nabue&ht:Jta did 1ftd1a as • wmole mled out 

tile poastbl11 ttea of 1Jte enuenchlftg of bcu1:9eo1s values .f.n 

the aoct.al system.t Caft&equently,. the mental mak.-...p of the 

people zema!Qed g&'8a.tly t.radS.Uonal, t.udal end cmservatlve. 

M the vsnstOJl't)etion of Mahudhtra 1ft e.e nineteenth century . 
·was col.onlal al\d not .capttallat, bCIIJI94lf4t ·modernity· could not 

be e eoclal "a11ty ami time lt could no:t dominate tbe. C\llturel 

ethos. What ensued tnst.ead. wa$ a m:l~e of bCU%9Ctois and 

feudal values, p1ac1n.g the .t.ole Get-up ln a state of c.Dat.s. 

Tbe fi'O&rtrth of socio-cu.1tu%al conacS.OUt;tteas in Md\e.J:e&hua 



L 

201 

compzahoded the duaUGI\ges posed bf N• iltuatlon, Elftd the 

11mtted ~e of the tnteUeetuala ,sJ\oul.d be unctet'Gtood pneleely 

1n 1\la cOB tot. Tbougb they talked about many 1:btngs they 

could not implement them. · l t might be taltl of them, d 1 t can 

be Of rneay· otbe• intellactuals and r·attlce1e ln the woJ:da ·of 

• poet • 
• Betv4en 'tbe l.dea and the ••aU ty, ••• 

B•twe•n the concept1011 and the ~cJ:e:atlon ••• 

Palla the shadow, tt 

· n\-e g~atne,e. of the nineteenth ~eftt\ll'y Maharash'b:lan 

lntellectualst hOWGVel"t lies in th~ f:a<:t that desPite· aexlous 

cons trdnu ltuPOSGd oa them tJy tbe con4i tlons of thd~: tL•s,. 

thoy reJected aveDuee of tnape, f.rom tl\e n.aU Ues of thel• 

OJtn eoclet.y afld chose to actively dnc•e themselves to the 

task of leadlng tbe people fonald Jon the mazch ot progzoaa. 
I 

Bhanda~k• \VP. te l.ft 1894. • the lamp .. bet~ .be. en.llghted, but .. 1· 
the llgbt 1e fll.c~tenng.•'1 The cu:atd.buU.on of 1he nlneteenV\ 

centurv pioneers Uet mdn.ly ln • Ughtlng the lamP"t they 

aH not to blame fo~ it& •'tllckeriagtt d'll.cb, ln tact, depended 

on a vad.ety of f!$ton.. Aaseae:.tn.g 11\dz own cole J.n the . ' 

task of social fttlmltl'.atlon Chandavarlca~ ln an add•eee In 

1086 eatd ' 

•1 t is enough fo• ue, 1 t should be enough tor us, 

U we aze able to say 'U\at we have not zeJDalnecl 
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!.dle or inaet.lve, .but have done GOlBethtng:, even lf 

that something be very U ttle, to canv the work of 

aocial ~•fom a little fur'tt\er than we found lt and 

helped W'r suceestu:>re to easy it; tu~er.•1 · 

tho lntelle.ctual ende·avou:r, hONevec, diet have ceJ:taln 

c;onc.rete galfte. to Itt c"dlt. bealeea it& mald.no tb-e u••··.; 

middle· c.J.ass eensitt.ve to eocial p~J..-~· At &cmbay unclu 

tbe tftfluence of the Intellectuals Metawctas · i\ufnatbdat 

ma~ded .a widow and P~OVlded abel ter end tuppox-t to widowt 

wlabt.ng t.o n.aJ"~ The S.nte11ec;tuale1 attempt dlct ••t 
afoot the p:ro.ce&G of ·fbQ. undeD1n1nq Of the hOld of aupez• 

stltt.ons ana bigotry in 11\e society, however alow th.e 

procese mtca~.' have been. The educaWd se~~on• wen gnatly 
,.:, 

lnfluencd by tbe ideas ot tbe.lnta11ectna11: and tl\eu 
ra'tlOftal app:oaclh At 1eaat,. tbeJ!G w~ no i'Gti'OgftQlon 

e.nd ce•-tdnlr theJ:G was· some PJ!GgJOsa. 1'1\e:ce was a al.ow 

but cun Uftd•D!n.lng of 'tl\9 1\li:be·no unqu•s·tioned Br-ahraanlenl 

hold an the SJeOP1a and eocS.ety. 3 

Another algnltlcant contnbutlon of tho intellectuals 

lay ln the nalm of female education. The pace wl th mlch 

1· 

2. 

3. 
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the number of tlrls w• .t.no.zeasf.ng in the &chool• indicate• 

the t~end of WOJhtn emerging out ot tbe cloud of eoclal 

••cluslon :t.mposed on f\em. ln 1896 then were neatly 52,941 

glzrh in the t~boole ot 1he Bombay Preeloency, $ncludJ.ng: 

the NaU.ve states.1 female tlducatlon Vfn$ no J.onge.r deemed 
' 

bf the Ol'thodox to be denge&"cut. the signif1caneo of such 

development can be gauged by the fete\ that aurlng 1:be subs•• 

quat. pedod females started tatd.n;J per' actively ln PUblic 

and national 1lfe• In l'aet. Mehetma Gatd~l eou1d b~lno them 

lnto the vortex of tba national movement ln tbe twentteth 

ctmtAJ~y mainly becau.e$ tb• trourtdwOZ'k was alnac.\y Pi'eJ>Q!ed 

by tbe nlneteent.b een.wy lnte.tlectual~h·. lt wee they who . ' . 

. uf.fe~ttvely demolished the theory ol female o.cluslon and 

created an etinOSPhen of' tavour:ab1e Ot at least tot.eJ:ant 

a octal peych0109Y•-

H.f.stodcal.ly speaking, howwe•• the elgnit1cence et the 

nineteenth c9rtt.uJY i.ptsll•ctual eadeavoau:s in Meazashtra 

doea not 11• •o JnUCh in tts ecblevemertta at the level of •ocJ.o

cultu~·el Z'·Gfo~u as tnuch .tn its bal~~g the hazb1ntec of the 

eubcequent llaUonaUst polltteal consclousnese in lndJ.a. Tbls 

aspec~ b.a1 not been properly hl(Jhllghted in the exletlng 

h~etodograPbY• Soclal . ..-etcm w~a ~· an .laOJ.e.ted pbenanenon. 
but was an !nteg.a:el part of th:e late~" naUonalla\ owakenlno 

. ' ' ' 

in J.ndle. Although 'U\e 1nte1lectualo ln t.bel~ own eubjecUve 

undqatandlng ace•Pted the colon1a1 fremework fo% the type of 

--·------------------------------------------------
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aoclal UanefoJ:matlOft they envisaged, t,he11' co.ntd.butlon 

f~ a l.Gng•te.an pes-spee tive w• cteflfti wlv one Which 

~eel to tbt at:tlculatlon of a naUonallst ideology~ A.1.though 
. . 

they dl4 not denounce 'U'le BJ:l tlah ~ule ln. clear w.- • th•l:r 

scheme of soclo-eultuJal t~ensfomatt.on ~en 'counte~r to tbe 

b.;&ie. loglc of colOJ)ia1 a:ule. tbet.r educational prog~ame 

pJlmadJ,y bMJed on &d:ence and mas& eduC4UCI'l lO one conczete 

example, tho o'tl\er beiftt ibOll! ~!ejection of colonial. eultu"' 

Mo•ove~,. the d4ye1opment of futUM lndlan eoe1etv en b.ou:cgeo1a 

Unee vllicb they ill eJDPhatlatd was not. ccm;J'Uotaa with the 

baste 1og1c of colonlaU:am. Thus, th-e elementa of opposition 

t.o +.be 81'1 tlsh wle ..," inherent in the ideas of tl\e n1ne

·t•mth cmtuJV • although tbe opposltlta tW-&9 not. ver dl .. ct 

and explic.l t. 

Tbe whole g~t of the nineteenth centuq Maha:tasbt¥-1an 

int:e11ectua1 CC¥ttem z.t.veted Cl\ the J.ntOS'POJaU.on t# the 

PJ'OQt:e&e.J.ve elementa of WettAtzn mattft..e.l civl.U.sa.tlon into · 

tb• %8ftmnect s-=uctun of lrlcl1genous $OC1.0t-Cultura.\ traditions. 

the lnte11tctaala,. ln other w~. advocated the t,J".anaplen.te• 

Uon of mly western c1vl1taatlon, and not culture. Fe the 

tewltall.$aUon of the latter they wen·t lnto the :roots of their 

own indigenous tt:adltlont and tdal to presene and reatoa 

M.Cient Indian cultUJ:•• · ·•·cultun' wac sought in the .lftdlgen-· 

ous bhtol1'• Cftd th.S.r &tJ:Uggl• at tbo cul-tural fJ~ont. waa, 

1n tac~, a •eaa:b fiR and nttenaUotl of the lncU.genwe 

cultte'al lden.tl\r o~ •tuat Amllear Calu:el would:. caU • t.ndlgenou• 

. eultu•al penonalltY' • At tbe eultu~lll level they attempted 



205 

to olstlngulsb the ••enttal f~om tbe secondalft the 

poe:l tlve ft'«n the negative,. the pzogJ!fJaolve fl"otn the 

~ actlonary l.n OJds to locate SKI define what .may be 

.called a ·• aatlonel, eultu~e'. the Vedic cultuP eonetS.• 

tutod the model Of •J.ndioenOU& cu1 tUJ!a1 s-ncnall tv' ln 

their thlnkl.ngl it was .ldenUfled as t1\e • netlcmal cultaA••' • 

Thctlr' golng to the VGdlc pa%1cd of lndian history for 1ocatlng 

a national cultua:e wee not dlcteted by &ntedod. ty comple1 

or by the idea of %'GV1va1. lnotead, :It was essentl.ally a 

national act, al.lned at natlon.Oulldi.ng and national ft• 

con•tl'Uctt.on, lt was the elevatlcn of 11\e entlae coUJ'ltl'Y 

that was vhat they were a'wall·y seeking ~~. 1 1bel.r 

ldentlficatlon of tile •national cul~t with th• Vtdlc one, 

however,. led tbam to ••1f9ate otl'l&l' Indian cultu.x:al tza.cu.

tlons - non-AJ:yan, Mt.l811m, low-ce&te, • ._. • - to a secondary 

and lmpllci:t;ly lnfe.doz- position. Needles• to say, their 

concept. of •aatf.,onal cultUIO' as ft.m<hacmWly a c.natlon of 

the AeY• ,people bad certaiftlY a H1ntlu ·tinge about 1t. end 

lt wee devoid ot a theory of opeelflcaUy Indian cultun. 
,· 

' 
situation does no\ emel'ge ell of a audcta~ in lts aature 



form op;poslng 1mPGria11&m, in all its f'oms and lmp11cat1aut. 

1 t ta .a 1cno-<lrf1Nft a»:oceee undergoing v·aJ;iOUe s\aget of 

peneptlon and reallsaUon among the people befo¥e ·acquiring 

an enU...J.mperiallat IUlU.on.aliet ideology end conve.rt1ng 1 t 

into a polltl.cal. agltatlon .a1med at the overthrow of colonial 

domlnt'ltlon.. .lt ts generally withln culture that we find the 

f.t..rst. eeod of opposl tt.on wht.d1 leeds ultt.m.ately to the struc• 

t.u~ing and deve·loPDient of the Ube~auon movement. 1 And thl.a 

le partJ..cularly eo 11\ the case of a begemonic colon1el :rule. 

On the cultural front left9uage and l'8.1lgl.on are f.he two main 
' . 2 

a)!eae of flghtl110 agal.nct allen domlnauon.-

to conclude, the Goc1o-cultura1 coneclousness 1n nineteenth 

century Maharaalltra was not merely a s:oc1a1 :reform movement. The 

ultimate objec;Uve of the endeavour was not just to reform the 

aoclal t..natttutlon& but to renovate the enUre matrix of the 

society. The acclal ~efoan 14eas wen loaded wlth wider n:atl.«aal 

pQ11tlca1 a'ld economic dlmenci.ons. 1n fact, S.t was for pollttcal 

freedom and advancement. ana eccruxnic development of tbe countl'Y 

2. 

C. abral, AmUear:, i1Wfi S1t.~§P»GIJ jeri-feW! ie~S!• 
(ed.) African lnfozma on ~• . ce, London., 11 • .P•4 • 

for •lucldatlon see Penl..kkar, K.N. •. , ''lntellef:tual Hi.& tory 
· of Colonial lndla t Sane Histortogrfll)h.ical and Conceptual 

Questions•, (an unpublished art1c1e) • (n.d.). 
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thet aoc.l.o-cultol'al zefoln! was deemed essentlal end p•econdlonal. 

The a~guments the t.ntelJ.eetuals ;ave in favou:r: of soela1 zefon 

\O _PJ.:ecede th-e polltlcal v;e" m.aln1y that "elevexy at hane 1& 

lneompaUble wlt.h p011Uc.a1 liberty aftd W\at a naU.cn eoc1ally 

low cannot be polltlcally o~:eat.• 1 . 

lt 18 to be noted, howevoz, that although tbe~e was no 

dea%th of aclmbatlon fo~t Oe BJ:ltlah wle in lncilth they 

neve• expounded tbe PGI'IIlaflehCY of the coJ.,cn:lrd delnatlon cwen 

at the P0111:lcal level. t.okd\ltwadl We$ Oto first anarlg the 

intellectuals to look foJ:Wal'd fo~ swaraj.. He poJ.ntod out aa 

euly ~a the laW.. l840S- 1 

.. 
•tbe · bgllsb zule ln lndi a l8 not etemal• .. we 

' 

shall also 'beccae w&ee by 1eam1ng Vieatem Sclence 

end t.ecbnolagy, .and we should endeavOttr to ex-c o1 

and beat them en 1bet.e own g;rOUftd• It .la on1y 

then that we tball begtn greduall.f to danan~ powe~. 

In oldel' to xemovo cur diseOfttent, tne Brt.U.eb 

might pa%t with Gotn9 pew••• The m•e power tl'Utf 

glve the moJ:e w111 4~ Ytt\et OU¥ appetite f~ lt and 

the .Bri. Ueb may begin to oppose OU% dtmaru:is. Xf 

they do eo, we mar pomaps have to do \1t\at the 

Amedc.sns dld \\ben they daove •aY the Sngll.sh 

from tbeS.J' land .•2 . 

. 1. Tel~, K.t., .Qe.•dS: 1 Vol~lt p.2'74-. 
2. Quoted in Phatak, N.R., «,:lRa·d!•• in N·•R· Phatak .and· ottuu ... • 

,op.cl.;l. • p.t. Also see ID'ii!iif.:Matf!.£14~,·(21 l.tl&!$O&X !f. 
.!f'e.Fzoeed~,J:Swemmt 1n.~~!f1 OR•Sl~·t. yo1.1, p.v111. 



The history of the ovolution Of naUonaUsm f.n lndia 

at least tf..ll lts conversion into an antl~ed.a11et 

.nattonal mass mov~t. is a story of gradual dleJ.lluslcnment 

of the inte111gentsla,, at least 1 ts J.ntelleetual st~atum.~ 

at th• &ocl$1, cultural, P01lUca1 and above all, economic 

levele. lnl tlally they were hopeful of Ule transfomaUon 

of l.nd1a by a be11ltezentt technolo;lcalJ.y eup•r1o:- Bd. Ush 

c1v111satlon on lts om pattem. By deg,weet they reallsed 

that 1t was 1JnPO$e1·ble .for tho Bd.tl&h to trensfom lndla 

along the lln.et they envlsagecl ..... in fact, tbey were 

actually cbatrucUng thf developm.-t. they ttoped .fo~. At 

the poll tical .P1-.e too, they ooon realised that tbe1:r 

hopes had been lJ.lusozr. Thw were eontlnued to be excluded 

frcm the blgber offices of the sta.te and f~ positions to 

shape tttel.r own poll tteel doatlny. 

But 1 t was theiJ: diatlluelonment at the economic pla.ne 

which nally lifted tbe halo of beneflc.mce end pa,emaU.sm 

fzom the RaJ• lt aow stood naked and bat:Ot cultu~ally 

obstructive, aoaclally bl8$ed, pollU.ct,ill.y dlctatorS.aJ. end 

eeonomlcall y exp1ot taUw .• · Ove.-t natlonaltem thu& btgan 

taking otfenslw. Poll Ueal poatu" end the lntellt.gentsla 

IJMame more and more 'a edt. Ucua• • Henceforth, J. t was now 

tho antl•1mpe%laltst ·natlonall&t ag1ta:tlon that domlna~ed the 

l)~story of Brl~s~ India ~~11 the .wl~nlnq of Independence. 

It ls to be emphaslaec! ln the last t.hat .. more detailed 

research needs to be don& on tbe eoc1alt polltlcal,. econcak 

&fld intell•ctual .history ot Maharas:ht~a dud.ftg the ntne'beenth 

century before the quea tt.ane raised here can be answezed w1 th 

~~6~~-



209 

A p • 
. v u · · cat on. , . . • a · ar1.. .. , · 

~~~-rtf:· Volt•. 3a ed. ·· N.a. ~. ••. r a.S v,.c;. Pamnj-pft, 
oona, .... a: ... Ozlontal .. At .. anb.· lnttStuw, Publlabtd lit· 

1933, 1029 end 1927 1SapeetlWtly, (DULJ. 

~' l(Ej!" Mn!llldB~ltD~.B!IRta JW:e~-B. &IQ:!6.• 

f\lOYD.rt'll• 1911, Vol.V%1., bbly, Pan l, Bombay, 
1 :l2t . A • 

~=~;!•:!::~:l:i' aMIL-,~~~feet,~·~91I .LtXA~"'~n'• 

~f.~rift:IM.Y,.-0 
n · u . ·Mit: 1948, (HA.· •• 

. t'~~!:£r.::i, ~:!:!· c;'1U!fe;-.:ft:tot:r U:!:·1 :S0!*1nl ,. 
Jos. hlt 0. v~ t F&lllasl .II!! i ~ShU· Poena, Arya Bhuahan , •••• 
1912, (Nitti!LI;; ·. 

Me. tut.a1t._k')"'.·N·, ,bl:tklla,aast .... §Rtt.Cbu• (ed •. ) w. v. Nandal!k,· 1896, (BA • . .. ·.. . . . . . · 

Pa_··m.anand, N_••_ravan Maha9V,~l.tUtdh~!t !Dfit ~lfk~9!. .. 1 ElilhlGil ltd~ll• boftbay• •~'• .. temt ·.· ·.·· . , · • 

Pa .. ·.ftl ... otar, R •. ~v. (ed.·.>•~fliD1pt&p3t~erdf;t!~~lflt. .· 
L9!1p;mji·Sttlft~! _____ , ar , .. Y• e .. lehing 

uee, . a, .....• 

~:=~~ .. !VP~r!tdf,_u ... 
P<•'ol~car. A.K> •.•. ae~neai~Ji""•f!R~~t1;4-sffl,au ecs. and wr. , Diii y, s v a . Dhava. e, .. · • . · . .. 



210 

fiftDAf c~, N1sasta2r;o .. !mJk &29Z-IVA2 .. Ea$t India , ucat on •· 1 14 · · . ·. · • 

flfm~ ·teff!a1~ftj!''bl Pmttlt&sio st ib! RtJ»&t, 

Ra_--nade, N.t'l •• _. ~=·~~&!,I)~~/ fall', . .aDd ,I!!_L.,..t . ra•• · • · a un an c., 1 , 

•5 , fiji' ;a~ lftlftf·.a.!fi!t'fF•• (tr. ) Kuetavatl . $ · a e,, l'tr= ir i:m8~\r s7ri; / vt. of lndt.lh1963, (DA )., 

· · . MiiGQl&.ua ·-~ (ftub.) Rtmiabal Ranade / rtQ;t;y;··Goriftjiii \iitii; l=tSX,. " --,~--~--··· -- ---~" 

. i!(Jii!~n:·:C,~~h;~e~,Jlf 
-o. as a2r, . 'I• ·· .. • a.r!dqe and eo., 1902 (N ). / 

·SvieS~ lfll~tft~ll~~~~~h! .fowu, ntlhi• ·Publlcatt.one . 

. li !iliff ( ~ ·~ latat ~IIJ.fb'Wfj~lnf'_ ·. _e. __ -• • •· ·• • aga · san. . t-aG, _ .. use e._ QQJla 
· •, · . n.d. ), (BUL ).· · 

~~ftlil~75~~! · fD,..~l~ ·t9.Aft~a.aasl .. A.bl!~~~ 
f'ltl: !f-,.!b!..!i4.MI StYct!&Aa ,qmtm&ad8D• .cal~utt&tlBBS, 

. . 

Dtix!l• .tf, fi!MSI$&on •.. &o..!ml&l.kt. lz9§§• Calcutta, 189S,(NAJ). 

a1c•I1 J.A. tea.>. tf•eoo 'am.E!!p~J&taf !!tOfU•• . Pert . "• 1940·1859., 7~e~=.i., Suaau os ~ucat on. ~~2,(NA1). 
' 

Roy, RammohtU'lt '' 1'uhafatul MuWahiddtn• (tr.) M.o, •. E. Obaide, 
N'iJ!SitD1b ~.nssx .iS~ h., No.1, 1913, CJNUL). . 

fteca f t· , G ., P 

<W!-~~~ .. ~~~~-· o.s w rles 1 an coide 
..---....... of Jlatil :aab'tn·t 1915 • \N~ ). 

~et~, '~t!~tft~Pift.&'\t~ft~we•:•~u~t x.. 

f!i'!f! ¥fl!i!IW1!'W~9~·8mt~'i11$~! -~a. 



211 

Ta-.thndur,, Dadoba Pandurang, A .. H!n£\g ,,GaoSleman • f , ft! t&•'11ft 
le~tSlLW£Jt\DQt 9t .. !f!deolaP.ab L6hlffin, Tames .spo %a.ls18~ ~). 

bei•.ng• K.T._. .fA. WrftftG't!fttrf:''&lBa• Vot.I,(ed. )1 

• • hlntaman , .. Vt . . • . • 

TIA ~~ &'· Jll&ASia'tiW.Ilt~flfiJ'!RV&MI• Vot •. ll• (ed, V 
•. _. a • BCimbaY• n,.d. • · . . . . • . 

~'1fSidft··~•~elfU'"&tirtJ)81fti·l, ~fl! bV 1t"lllllf~ . . .. un.. , ua p .. s . . , • r . n . u a er•, ?',.....,, (J'NULJ. . . . .. . . 

Ill!' d ... 9.JCRIIb 1932, (BA). 

fltf-U!ir !L@sml!lx.,<;J.a.uct .lalll!'!• Vo1.3 Bcebay,t909, 

iltia'-eeml!'tl&'fAiit•~a· vo1 .. vxx1, etrthampore to 

·lilt Iliate aL!DUl· bbay, l8a&-U97, (BA). 

e. iasrsu.&D MIAllb&• 
Agark··. · .. ar, G. G.. , ~!otCIHU::hii'AJlUl• Poena, Modem &oot Depot, 
,1~6. (~>-: . . . 
, .... d ·• ····t;~rtliif;'!f1!.·~~iiJ&,~ f::!r~~::· Pia~a!:'"tJew 

. Del ttl, Sabltya Akaddft.it 19'11 (tO.). · ·. · 

·ctatp1unkar, , Vl.ehftusba. str1, Sl~kfCPitJbiea. (e. d. > .. , A .• _N. ) 
l'lat;hpande.,. Pune1 Modom ·. · · ot. ra ehan,l96?,(BUL • 



212 

Baber, S., fg·L·.~~,of, ~tDraabta .. ''' New Jla.·lht, 
MaharatJhtra ~~t;1.on ~entn, 1968. -. 

Ballhatchet.·,. ~nneth, .f·· g.Ja&~ea!,.§oc'U CbfDR ... !D · .~.lltmillf!la, 1 ,,~a~, ["'"'cftdon, Difcid "Qi v~~••e,l957. 

B&f!rco, Gee. roo D,., "lnte.· ·•uectual and Cultural Cb.racter1etlea 
flf Xndla In a Changing Ere, 1?40-.tE:tX>•f»~ot.XJCVa No.1, 
.Nov. 1965. . . ·" · 

Bel care, K .•. v. • .. lttkta£ilh tlew D&lhl, Mehanshtra InfomatS.On 
centro. 19"6"7. 

~ rgor! ~!~u!• L., ·"'U.!rll Yz:t! ~o..m&i¥• New York, . Penquln, 

Be:tl!n• l&nleh~c . • A _,':WllO\l$ tbcl!de (I)t 1838•48: Tht Bll'th 
. of Russian lbt&11 f.gonta!a • " .~M..£, Vol. IV • No. 61 

June 1955•. . 

Seye.rf.doe, ·Hen" A • ., .. A,}j .. l.mrJJ!,bin . .tt.1~;x £f,.lnf1!&, Vola.!, 
Niw 1)}1h11 Aatoc~~lsllL~use,-"Ia62. 

s~, a..c .•• H~sto.~r .. of Moft ... em .... ~-Wl)J.J.1teratg~ ~~. 
. Pocna, A"ryaSliusliin l'.ess, 1 9~ 

' . . 
eu1tngten. Jas··· e ."-, ,.atua!lam,Jlo<! .,Y~ta&ln~PmY&.&.a. . 

Oxford, Clarendon-pl!'Qes .• lWb. 

Bottcittoro,. t.,e~, i111aa t .. ~~!~$¥• New Yo~t. Penc;uSn, 
Re.JU:lnted 1979• . 

.,. Bnwer1 Danlttl R. • n Tht Pr.oblem of Ru$elan Into11lgetttola" 
&ads. !!Xlat Vol.26, No. e., D:1c. 1961~ · ··. · 

erym, ~:d~~:alff~ lf~i~t'la~ •os .ll~••1n ,&,.u&ab 

Cabrel 1 Am .. U'zi·r • !J!:t!Jl.7l, Sa .. fJW ,· :?@;urm •. · -~~d 9R!Ji. elJ!a, 
ted.) Af:r1can J"'riformatliin aimce, uonaQ\,~.,.73. 

/ 

~-miavarkar, G.:L~ • .~A.....:W:.;. ;ul~~~~~~u.~~~~~~ ~~ N C • . 

Chandra, Blpara, NJtU®il&• ADd. Co&mltJ.lem,}n
1
"'-Mptte,m !0111!, 

New Delh11 O;rlintall:ongman. Piperbacac, 981. 



213 

Datte·~~~-~~!~Jta. 
ma ..• • . a - YAY• . . • . 

_. !lt, Barun. u A Hltitorl~o;s-aphlcal Criti-que of flena1suanc:e 
Anatoguos fr.tz Jitnoteenth Century _lridtt • in Barun Da (ed,. ), htGtsf ... &c •. ~l. .. .§s,~D£UuE..& Cal-cutta, Oxford ~1v. 

· !'Osa, . . • 
. . 

.. ,;,, • A Pro1Jm!.n~y No• on_ the Writ~ of the.Htstorv 
<# . il ~em India "_·d~~~l.tte-¥iaJ!t,.!i!d2.£1Sil_ §t!I!MI• 

(Calcutta), Vol. - _ . 4., 

·- .. , .• 1'.' _ "_ SomG_ lmplt.cattono of: Pe11t_lcal_ Tendencies_ and Soetal ) 
aetot>s :tn Eighteenth tentury lncU.a • tn O.P •. Bttatna;ar(ed. t 

~~I!e .yrars_.~ .. .Hi!GY.D• Allahabed. st ••ut. •c '••• ra · _ g ~ hoo , ~ ~ . 

Dlsal•,~!i~rty;!tit~~Sift~·~~~ ~~~~DAII«Dt Bombay, 

~-~·s:~.vP:Pm~J~Hi&~~tJlUl! .. !Jt!tu .. sbe ,.,.,, 

Oobbln-~iruJI~·~!L~~ *fdJJ~~ 
. v, ross, . • 

Gidu:Dal, 0. • Behramj I. M.- Ma1aoa~1~ A ~k9iiDbiW j i!ttlb• 
LQ!.dett• 1888 • 

. _ .. Habib, ·.lrtan, *Colon_ lal!zation of th_~- .l'ndten Economy 1?5?• 
1900 u • (cyelostrled), (n.d. ). 

H:ttmsatb, Charles H.t .!!n.~i~sm,l1f1JJ a~HJDS!u itsal 
Reform. Bombay, OFc! 'C ~. xesth 4_. '< . 



-~~. §~ud!U~h!:)io;lal,. IbsU!9ht-~f M1 G11 RaQ§d.t;, 
Bcmbay, "At!a Piimlsning HOus~ •. 1963. 

214 

JotmS.OAt Gordon, "Cb.ltpavan Brahn!ns and Politics in 
Wente~ lnd.la in. the Late NSnote•nth .:tnd F5ar1y Twentieth 
Centur~Gau 1n Edmund teach and S.N. Muk.lw~jee(ed. ), 
EJ.J.t!a.Jo .i!:YU\ ,Aqy, Cambrldg$ t 1910. 

Joehl,. V.c. (ad.). JJMimQMQ Roy<f3nsJ tbl hQC!UonOf !cc!tmiiU~&QD 
Jo .!ad&fh Delb!. vnas P"ubllsblio House, 1m. 

Kemble, J.R.; Blst,..Amt .. ·· ..• A.Mkgrt!J!~of f8wPfttum!!=~Ud1 J:D .!nt1~·• 
New DGlhi, NitlinGl·-putif!snliig HOuce ;-I.., ,'ij. 

Karandlkar. M.A., limd!Jl• Now 0'41 hi., ilaharasht.ra Into:matton 
Centre, 1910. 

hal\MUb Jr~ ... It1tDJ .. · .ltl$::&ti.3a. ~~"llltA!I pNpa:ed on 
6ibaif of'-the Te-1ang""'Wiitenary \olltl.t.etiratton Committee, 
Bombay, 19&1. . 

K0pf t DlYidt .Bdt~,.s~.·Je .. nidlml~ i!Jd tbtl·. !aMAl ~DIJti!O,It 
Caleutto,, Flii "•r;; miililiopaanyay, v69;·, 

Kttlkarnl, $., SbliJh· New I:Q1hl, Maharashtl'a 'lnfo=at1on 
. Centre, 1966. · . 

K\lfta:r, Ravirider, Wffe r»ccaft Riots of 1815" • 1/:j, Vol. XXIYt 
.,., No.4, AUg. 1965. . . 

. \ 
. '---.~---

- "k'!". . !!dt.. m lJl\!~&Q;Jbt,.lllQfd«Wl .. · tJl · Cen~P,t\tt Lcndoft, · 
nou~e~edGf! and flaegan-paul, 196~ · · · 

t.ethbr~:.t~O:eidftt~i ~L~~~m~ou.tn asrm111 • 

. fAajuDtta:r, a. c. (ed •. ).• .. illUfillrPe,mmsm~!L. !D!i ln .. t.ko ,~oa&astnct• 
Pan 11, Bom•Y• Bhiit"'ya -·_vwva BMvan, 1~. 

· Najumda~ Vi.na; "'social .Reform Movement 1n India .... from _ 
~.nade to Nehru • In a. a. Nenda (ed. ), lmliq !s!m!n! Pcsm · fM~b 19 !J!JltmllX• New Delhi, Vlkas. Pilbilihtiii16use, 

Manbr, G.·.A., 9f U!2 •.Li(e.aDJl,...~;Jf&i .Qf. ~P.J.illlls!!t Vo1.2, 
. Bemtay, ti'x.ton rilntln; woms, Iw.z. . 

Marsl'man. J.C,,lfa,libtaa~t-!D4a• New t»lhl• Lal Publtshtu:·fJ, 
Jst Indian EditiOn 1992. . 

Marx ·and . atgle s. .J:ta ae.w. a. f.cff!gl.:QQY• Moscow, Proqte ss 
Publlshilrs.. 19'7~ 

Masaelos; J.c. • .ltm!t:!.ls Nt$lano&&Gt Bantny, Pepular 
PJ"&kaeban, 1~ 



215 

Matsui, Toru, u On tho Nineteenth Oi!ntury Indian Ecancmle 
Hbt,cry .. A Revi$w of a n Reinte2J)S"etaticm" in Morrts, 
Mcr:ris D. and otM~e, lndli:*' ~Esonf01 3D fb!, t!JIJ!VIJ}tll 
ft~~~· ~ .. §lgQos&wa• ti1~, ~1f\~schoo of Econan cs, 

/Mayet"1 A~o J. 1 ••.thtt L~r M1dd1<f. Cla as ae Histor leal Problan 11 

. J.QY&ll!d~ o{ Mo.sJtFIJ H1.&19Ut V4?(3) .. 9}pt.l 975. . 

McDmaldt Ellen a. 1 . "En.qllsh Uduea tlon and Social Reform in 
Late. N!netoenth a,ntm:y Bc:cnbay, • JA:§, VOl. XXVt No. 3t 
Jl.oy l, 966. 

Mlll. JatYh.Hh 1Jm tjj.at~l?.X....9f .~i.tJ:tm .. ln:.1..Y.&· Volt.3, L.cnd~n,lat?. 

Nl&ra• s.o., . 1 ¥D.~ktd.!!,CltH!!. .. ~~t Batnb~y, Oxfo!d Unlv. 
Pre~a. · 

Mukl1~a;~~u~~!:a=tnt~~~~2~~l~~~!n...~OOJLl_l7l4•l92i• 
Nat, J. v. • ·•Early Anti•easte Movement in WestE;m· ltldiaf The 

•/ · PnJ"amhan'Ja Sabha.-'* A Bl}')rint fran ~l.gt~·~t~ 
. .isSG·iSU .tlf. ... f!sm&xa VoJ.?. $49-50.5l/1977i8?5Z7fJ. v~ sei ~s ~ 

Nalk, v.s., Pml!!-G!UJ:ib .'tatkitt BQnbay1 (n.d.) 

Nat.arajan, L~t''"t.41lratba 1.%,n.·1etnot 1&15• ln A.R; r»tutl (ed.)t 
I!! !I lent .• ~ §1m:!qgl'a bj,..,-!9~1!• Bcmbay .• Oxfa:d Untv. Plflllt1979. 



216 

Jii ·&•·. '*'lnteu.· octual 1mp11cat1.ons of Colonlallem Sf\. 
d . · • (an unpublished paper),(n.d. ). 

PJ\adket H. A. • ft. Gr. .llim!IWI• New ~U.lt NBT, 1968. 

Phatalt. N •. R. and others, .&\titnf!llafa fit.H'h1Efellll·· 
Dehradun, Indian Renalessnce nst te, ~.-

sarkar,. St.~nlt, •• the C-lexlttes of Youno Btnqal, • B&DIBIDS!J 
9lDlYIY MY.<lk.at No. 4~r Oct.1973. 

Stu:kal" • Suao. t>hnn. • lfRft,eta&eUDG! lnd Otbll Eaaay•• New Delhi, P 'f • · · ' ~. ·. 

sen, Aaotc,.ttA Pre-Brltiah Econcmie Fotmatlcn tn India of the 
· Late EJqhteenth Cen.turyt Tlpu Sultan t s Myaore • !n 

Barun ~ ( ed. ) , . Blt '"' , 1971. 



217 

I 
6 'eaYe!fti~'f'"~ .~!AfAQa£.1ll~.HJs,:·~UJf.J! ,..,1leatc1'91t 

~ear, ' .. e~c.lvsl, .AJild91f, 21 ... !m!.~ .. a Vol. II, New York, 
Penguln, 1 )8:, . · 

' 

WllscntJ6~, J!l:JQ&!o.iD §.UYAJ:t,!OG&!:Si!t C.A, Watt& and Co. 1 

\¥olpert.' S.A .• , a~~=• 6M!lt412%affl ~~frJ ~ID fl Mtk&ft ___ .;;..._~_..;. -.-t v. of · . fc:mt.a !'ese, 
. 2. 


	TH13410001
	TH13410002
	TH13410003
	TH13410004
	TH13410005
	TH13410006
	TH13410007
	TH13410008
	TH13410009
	TH13410010
	TH13410011
	TH13410012
	TH13410013
	TH13410014
	TH13410015
	TH13410016
	TH13410017
	TH13410018
	TH13410019
	TH13410020
	TH13410021
	TH13410022
	TH13410023
	TH13410024
	TH13410025
	TH13410026
	TH13410027
	TH13410028
	TH13410029
	TH13410030
	TH13410031
	TH13410032
	TH13410033
	TH13410034
	TH13410035
	TH13410036
	TH13410037
	TH13410038
	TH13410039
	TH13410040
	TH13410041
	TH13410042
	TH13410043
	TH13410044
	TH13410045
	TH13410046
	TH13410047
	TH13410048
	TH13410049
	TH13410050
	TH13410051
	TH13410052
	TH13410053
	TH13410054
	TH13410055
	TH13410056
	TH13410057
	TH13410058
	TH13410059
	TH13410060
	TH13410061
	TH13410062
	TH13410063
	TH13410064
	TH13410065
	TH13410066
	TH13410067
	TH13410068
	TH13410069
	TH13410070
	TH13410071
	TH13410072
	TH13410073
	TH13410074
	TH13410075
	TH13410076
	TH13410077
	TH13410078
	TH13410079
	TH13410080
	TH13410081
	TH13410082
	TH13410083
	TH13410084
	TH13410085
	TH13410086
	TH13410087
	TH13410088
	TH13410089
	TH13410090
	TH13410091
	TH13410092
	TH13410093
	TH13410094
	TH13410095
	TH13410096
	TH13410097
	TH13410098
	TH13410099
	TH13410100
	TH13410101
	TH13410102
	TH13410103
	TH13410104
	TH13410105
	TH13410106
	TH13410107
	TH13410108
	TH13410109
	TH13410110
	TH13410111
	TH13410112
	TH13410113
	TH13410114
	TH13410115
	TH13410116
	TH13410117
	TH13410118
	TH13410119
	TH13410120
	TH13410121
	TH13410122
	TH13410123
	TH13410124
	TH13410125
	TH13410126
	TH13410127
	TH13410128
	TH13410129
	TH13410130
	TH13410131
	TH13410132
	TH13410133
	TH13410134
	TH13410135
	TH13410136
	TH13410137
	TH13410138
	TH13410139
	TH13410140
	TH13410141
	TH13410142
	TH13410143
	TH13410144
	TH13410145
	TH13410146
	TH13410147
	TH13410148
	TH13410149
	TH13410150
	TH13410151
	TH13410152
	TH13410153
	TH13410154
	TH13410155
	TH13410156
	TH13410157
	TH13410158
	TH13410159
	TH13410160
	TH13410161
	TH13410162
	TH13410163
	TH13410164
	TH13410165
	TH13410166
	TH13410167
	TH13410168
	TH13410169
	TH13410170
	TH13410171
	TH13410172
	TH13410173
	TH13410174
	TH13410175
	TH13410176
	TH13410177
	TH13410178
	TH13410179
	TH13410180
	TH13410181
	TH13410182
	TH13410183
	TH13410184
	TH13410185
	TH13410186
	TH13410187
	TH13410188
	TH13410189
	TH13410190
	TH13410191
	TH13410192
	TH13410193
	TH13410194
	TH13410195
	TH13410196
	TH13410197
	TH13410198
	TH13410199
	TH13410200
	TH13410201
	TH13410202
	TH13410203
	TH13410204
	TH13410205
	TH13410206
	TH13410207
	TH13410208
	TH13410209
	TH13410210
	TH13410211
	TH13410212
	TH13410213
	TH13410214
	TH13410215
	TH13410216
	TH13410217
	TH13410218
	TH13410219
	TH13410220

