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Human history is a history of slavery, war and
sacrifices. The affluence of few has caused untold
miseries for the majority. The labour of the majority
has been expropriated by = few. Almost in every epoch,
soclety is evidently divided into two classes, in which
a minority had flourished at the cost of majority; for
the majority a dignified life remained merely a day
dream and all talk about humal emancipation could not
touch to this class. Ironically, it has been a coommon
practice that the galaxy of intellectuals ( in all ages)
confined themselves to eulogize the Kings. and heroes.
The rate of majority remained a black'hole'in history.
To have a glimps of the underdogs was considered blash-
phemny. The whims & fancies of few, always moulded and
governed human history., The process of subjugation went
on uninterrupted and is evident even today, despite all

talk of democracy, rule of majority, rule by law etc.

Historically, the inauguration of agriculture
in§titutionélized the dichotomy znd the existence of two
classes, whose interest were against each other, In the
process of fortification, irn fact, rights of the majority

were mortgaged and the minority monopolized all fruits

of human history.
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Hither to all the philosopher and thinkers could
not divulge the real character of social contradiction.,
Inis his been the cazse of all including the 'Utopian!
thinkers like Saint-Simon, and Fourier. Xarl Marx was
the first to analyse the social contradiction and could
come up with a scientific theory.of human history, Which
emphasised that in each phase of human history, there are
and had been two contending classes whose interests are
and had been at loggerheads and the continuous fight
between these two clasces csn ve classified as humen
history. The abnoxious dominztion of a few had been
a permaneni feature of human existence, no doubt the
ruling classes changed with the coming into existence

of new social forces.

Karl iarx, anticirated that the cepitalist system
of the West would give way to socialism and this would be
reclized by the revolution of the working class. Western
society did posses all the characters which could have
given way for a change. However, the first socialist state
came into being in the Soviet Union, under the leadership

of V.I. Lenin, in 1217,

During the 19th century, Russia passed through
greal upheavals, the farmers were reeling under ignominious

poverty, the newly eierged working class too was in no vay



petter o:f than the farsmers., The authoritarizn rule of
Alexcnder I1I  and ificolus II was oppressive on the toiling
masses. JThe corruption of the ruling classes and the

Jrowing revolutionary movement in Russia, was the last nail
in the coffin of the mighty ewpire. The communists, who

had been struggling since 1885, to reveul the ineptitude

of the ruling classes and thereby invoke a revolutionary
movement, were strengthened becz2use of their correct position

on the situgtition.

After the split Lenin became the leader of the
Bolshevik party since 1903, his emphasis upon the role of the
party as the vurguard of the toiling masses, played a role
ot catalyst and he was successful in bringing out a we'l
mit-and disciplined varty, imbued with iiarxism, this

eventually made the revolution a succes in 1917.

The (ctober revolution of 1917 revolution-ized
the soviet system, people's eanthusiasm and the guiding
role of communist party laid the foundation of a new
society, the forerust concern of the communist party was to

restructure society on socialist grounds.

Unfortunately, Lenin could not survive long to

prucilice what he spelled out. Joseph Stalin came iato power
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in 1924, and ruthlessly elimirated his own rivals and the
forced collectivization brought havoc in the life of Joviet
people. The policy formulaticn snd its implementation
became a prerogative of the party and in that way that

of Joseph 3talin,

With the passa.e of time, the people gradually lost
initiative and the narty burezucracy became too powerful,
Due to the chsence of feed back system, its action could not
be checked - as a result, the party started moving away from
the people's czuse and indulged in all sorts of anti-people
activities and created new barriers between its self and

the people,

uikita Khruschev trisd to expose the misdeeds of
Jtalin but this process could not succeed as it was supposed
to. The Brezhnev's ere is known as one of inertia and
stagnation, Production was its lowest ebb and people got
disenchanted. The party was floufshing at a great cost and
the black market was once again making inroads into Soviet
society. This made, the preseat leadership toéﬁgink their
priorities., IMikheail Gorbachev ié the leader of new generation
who has called for Perestroika and Glasnost, which he thought
would overcome irregul-arities in Joviet society and restore

people's initiative and confidence.

The Chinese revolution of 1949 is another step in

the direction of socialism. In China, the path of revolutioh

was full of hurd? . China has been the victim of imperialist
rivalry which covvesdl out tha tarnitanwv 8k chima @0 i owm



arec of influence. The warlords of China were no way
different from the outsiders, who were also benefiting from
the expiojtation of the people. The poor people were an
unorganised lot, divided among themselves. The 1911, the
bourgeois democratic revolution led by Sun Yat Sen could not
generate any hope, rother it added to the agonies of the
people. The aura of sun Yat Sen got eclipsed even before

he died. The very talk of democracy, republicanism etc.
reméined one that of a by gone decade. As a consequence
people were butchered by warlords again. Soon, Tehian Kai-
Chek emerged in the scene in the guise of republicanims, who

helped with united action on the part of feudal loxrds.

The weakness on the part of republic to provide a
strony ¢overnment, in fuact paved the way for foreign inter-
vention., 1TIris time in o gilgantic Tashion, the Japanese
forres humitiated the unorganised working factions of the
Chinese army and Japan became the new rulers of China
(lranchuria). In this phase of uacertainty, collousness
and indecisiveness the communist party of China came into
being to spearhead the cause of the people. The communist
party's united action with Tchian Kai Chek against the Japanese
failed miserably when in 1926 -27 Tchian Kai Chek butchured
thousands of coununist cadres. This made the communists

re-think and revitalize their own strategy. Now they had
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to wage war at two fronts - one against the government

and another against the Japanese. ilao Tse Tung's'long
l.arch!' saved the coamunist from extinction and gave them a
new life. Henceforward, Mao in fact became the unopposed
party Supermo till his death. Under Mao's leadership,

in the second world war,the fall of Japanese, Roosevelts
mild approach towards Kao's party and the help from the
Soviet Union in the form of arms and ammunition helped the
Chinese Communist Party to give a last blow to the decadent

scial order ushered into a new era in 1349,

lMao’s china tried to follow the foot step of the
éoviet Union, But this could not proceed for very long.
dikita EKhruschev's exposure of Joseph Stalin could not be
digested by the Chinese leadership. INeither peaceful
coexistence wits accepted by the Chinese. Sovietiés tilt
towards non-aligned, Indiaé;;g seen in a different
perspective. To practice its own form of socialism, HMao-
Ise Tung gave a new plan in the form of 'Great leap forward'

which resulted in the much criticised commune system and

its failue invited volley of questions and criticisms.

Detente of the 60s, the acquisition of nuclear
power by China and its victory over India, indirectly
boosted MHao's morale. The theory of coatinuous revolution

culminated into ilao's call for 'cultural revolution' to
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cleanse the party and government from bourgeois elements.

..a0's intentions were quite well neant, nevertheless,

this brought havoc into Chinede society. This policy was

used 23 petext to remove the adversaries of the CPC

tron the party by th? %inpiao, group who even made attempts
ou

to kill Hao in 1971/wt.0 nimself died in a plame crash

in 1972,

With the passage of time, ¥ao lost control over
the party the communication of the party with the peopnle-
got disrupted. 4 new caucus led by lladam Chiang Ching
usurped all the powers. IMao died in 1976 leaving behind
a shattered econony and demoralised party. His successors
thought it other wise, they thought that Mao's experiments
with communism were a big faillure, hence they should
experience a new form of socialism in which the vagaries
of market forces have been givern full play. In addition
professionalism no longer remained a dirty word and the
USA became a friendly nation worthy of trust. It is
these current changes which both these socialist societies
of USSR and China have been experimenting with, that our

present study will make an attempt to analyse.

In the first chapter, we will make an attempt to
denl witn the debates on socialism and the nature of
transition to socialism. ‘ie will also exznine the nature

of socialist construction, particularly, during Chernenko's
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interregnum period, In the case of China the liaolst

nodel of socialisnm, grest leen forward, cultural revolution
tnd otner importanti economic-politiczal i.-sues will be looked
into., Precisely this chapter would deal with the backgrou:d

or the ongoin, reforus in Soviet Uaicn and China,

In the second chapter, we would discuss Gorbachev's
reform initiative. Here we addrec-s outselves to what
rerestroika znd Glasnost is all abéut, how it is being
implecented? How it is going to effect the Soviet life
as well as the worid'community. Broadly economic, political

reforms and disarnanment initiatives.

r

The third chapter would discuss post lHao China's
economic-political develonments, modernization, open door
policy etc. The lastchapter provides the su.uwary of the

study and concluding remnarks,

In this dissertation the question raised are
whether socialist systems of China and soviet Union needed
reforns? Are these reforms necessary or are they unnecess-

arily opening up a pandora's box.

Lre the socialist systems succambing to Vestern -
Capitalist measures by turning their retorms to efforts as
Operazicnatising amount of aarket uszchanism ete?. Would
these reforms strengthen or weaken the socialist systems.
Tnis dissertation would make a modest effort to analyse

and ansver these questions,
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Ana'TuriY OF BUILDING SOCIALISHM

Socialism is only a possible future.1

Tom Bottomore

The concepts of Jocialism and democracy have been
responsible for shagping political goals and the destinies
of nations in the 19th and 20th centuries. Sclentific
socialism as based on the theories of lMarx and Engels
and fuither developed by Lenin and other Marxists, formed
the theoretical foundation for the socialist vision. The
various radical changes which have taken place in the
socic-economic and political sphere, have headed towards
the goal of soclalism, The ideology of Soclalism has played
en unprecedented role in shaping today's world. Along
with Soviet Union and China, the two giant socialist countries,
Eastern Europe and a number of Third World countries have
been undergoing the process ©0f socialist construction.
Some other countries are progressively adopting Marxism
Leninism, or they are on the verge of socialist revolution.
Specially after Second World War the number of Socialist

countries has rapidly increased.

Today at the close of the 20th century, the world is

1. Tom Bottomore, Sociology & Sociglism, Harvester Press,
1984, p.190.



divided on the basis of ideology. With all these develop-
ments, debate among the adherents of Marxism and Socialism
have also escalated. As a resull varicus schools of Marxist
thought have come into being, all contributing to the debate
and enhancing Marxist philosophy in an attempt to analyse
the complexities of the world and more importantly to

change it., Thus the debates have alsc arisen within the
established socialist states of Soviet Union and China

on the guestion of change and reform.

Historically, socialism arose as a reaction to
the reality of capitalism, which in itself was born in
the womb of feudalism; but the founders of socialist theory,
Marx and Engels envisaged that the transition from capitalism
to socialism would take place after the victory of proletarian
revolution, only after the acquisition of political power
by the working class. The initial and abiding preoccupation
of Karl Marx was the improvement of human condition. He
used the term alienation to describe the degration and
dehumanization of mankind, in a capitalist society where
human beings were reduced to a mere commodity as a result
of being forced to sell his labour power simply to keep
alive. Marx showed in his extensive writings that capitalism

was destroying itself and that out of its ashes there would



emerged a society in which man would realise.the truly
humalquality of his being. Historically speaking, the
proletariat was seen as a 'new man' formed by capitalism
and possessing the interest, the will and the ability to
overthrow the system to lead the way in the construction

of a new socialist society.2

At a certain stage of development, the material
productive forces of society come in conflict with the
existing relatiod of production or that is but a legal
expression for the same thing - with the property relations
within which they have been at work hither to.3 Karl Marx
saw the movement towards socialism as a necessary outcome of
conflict within capitalist society. Marx placed the
socialist project within the course of historical development
by specifying two driving forces within history, first the
evolution of Socio-~economic techniques and structures, leading
to concentration of ownership and wealth,areézgrrence of
social crisis and a sharpening of class conflict, the gathering

~and rising consciousness of the working class, derived from

or enabled by its crucial position within the capitalist

economy.4

2. Karl Marx, "Critique of the Gotha Programme", Selected
Viorks, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1977, p.32

3. Karl limrx, "Preface to a contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy", Selecte- Works, Progress Publishers,
Moscow, 1977, p.181.

4. Irving Howe, "Thinking Abor’ Socialism, Achievements,
Failures & Possibilities" Dig¢-ent, 1985,

No.51-54, p.509.



The dependence of individual upon society is a
fact of nature. In order to live production and distribution
is an essential requirement. This is the crux of our whole
economic-political structure, production relations of
any historical age are invariably determined by the mode
of production of that age. Socilety is organised around
this very process of production. Mass relation to the
means of prdduction determines one's class position in

soclety.

Analysing capitalist society, Leo "Huberman and
Paul Sweezy pointed out that in capitalist society man
does not produce things which he wants to satisfy his
own needs, he produces things to sell to others, the
workers do not own the means of production but only

his capicity to work is his labour power.5

In capitalist society, means of production are not
cooperatively owned. This leads to basic contradictions,
The fact that while production is social, the result of
collective efforts and labour go to private owners, the

product produced is thus appropriated by owners of the

5. Leo Hwerman and Paul M. Sweezy, Introduction to Social-
ism, Progressive Book Depot, New Delhi, 1969, p.24




means of production - the capitalist. The only remedy
as envisaged by the Marx was the socialization of production

and abolition of private ownership of the means of production.6

socialist production relations emerge after a
proletarian revolution, The working class liquidates
capitalist production relations and attemps socialist
congtruction. With the proletarian revolution socio-
economic system as also a new, political superstructure
is erected laying the foundation of a new socliety and a
nev socialist man. The idea of socialist man 1s a projection
of the social man who already exists within us potentially,’
but is distorted, crashed and stultified by the condition
in which he lives. It was envisaged that under socialism
man will not be the product of antagonistic society.7
He (Socialist man) would be able to realize his full poten-
tial under unaliented conditions and could thereby be able
to make full and better use of nature in interaction

with society.

The first socialist state founded in USSR in 1917,

followed since then by a succession of differing socialist

6. Ibid., p.50

7. Isaac Deutscher, Marxism, wars and Revolution, theford
Press ltd., Great Britain, 1984, p.26>.




states in East Europe, China and other Asian countries

have established themselves as important models of alternate
soclio-economic systems, However questions such as the

nature of transition of socialism, model of development

and methods of socialist construction still lack satisfactory
answers. These issues require urgent discussion and debate
amongst observers, academics of socialist systems as

also between those involved in the actual construction of

sccialism,

Presently Perestroika (restructuring) and Glasnost
(openness) in Soviet Union have become crucial issues
and similarly ‘'modernization' in the People's Republic of

China,

Before discussing the nature of socialist development
of Soviet Union and China, it is imperative to concentrate

on a few points about socialist transition;
TRANSITION Tu SOCIALISH AND THE FUTURE SOCIETY:

The establishment of socialist state, after the
overthrow of semi-feudal/capitalist relations, necessitated
the foundations of a new system of social relation and
production., This extremely complex and difficult stage of

transforming outdated and exploitative structure and



replacing them with new institutions to establish socialism,
required time, experience and innovation. This period was

- therey classified as the stage of socialist transformation.

Between capitalist and communist society lies the period of

revolutionary transformation of the one into the other,

this correspondes to a political transition period in which
the state can be nothing but the revolutionary dictatorship

of the Proletariat.8

On the process of transition to socialism Paul Sweezy
made some important remarks:

i) There is no such thing as a general theory of the
transition between social system, each transition is
a unique historical process.

i) A comparative study of transition nevertheless, can be
extremely yaluable, in particular the study of past
transitions can help us to ask fruitful questions about
present and possible future transition, to recognize
similarities and diirferences.

1i1) Transitions are never simple and brief processes.

One aspect of their complexity is what may be called

multi-directionality. Movement in one direction may

turn back on itself and resume in a forward direction
from a new basis. In some places the reversal may

be prolonged or conceivably even permanent.9

8. xarl Marx, "Critique of the Gotha Programme". Selected
dorks, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1977, p.327.

9. Paul Sweezy, "On the Trar +*ion to Socialism" Monthly
Review, 1971, p.107. T



One of the most important thing is that the nature of
transiticn to socialism is determined by the structure of
class relations of pre-socialist society (capitalist or feudal).
It implies that the rond to socialism cannot be the same. For
instance 1t the pre-socialist social formations are feudal
or semi-feudal, then in the first period of social transition
to proletariat state attempts at completing some of the tasks
of the bourgeois - democratic revolution, abolition of land
lord system in all forms and in case boufgeois, democratic
revolution is accomplished before the proletarian revolution,
then directly socialist measures could be adopted. The Commu-
nist Party plays a significznt role, in this regard, Lenin
has clearly stated about tactics that it means the Party's
political conduct or the character, direction and nethods of
1ts political activity, Tactical resolutions are adopted by
Party Congress in order to accurately define the political
conduct of the Party as a whole with regard to new tasks or

10

in view of a new political situation, the aim is to bring

revolution,
lfarx has said revolutions are the locomotives of histoxy,
In Lenin's own words revolutions are festivals of oppressed

and the exploited. At no other time are the mass of the people

10. Lenin, Two tactics cf Social-democracy in the Democratic
Revolution (Progress Publisters Moscow), Selected Works
1977, p.430




in & position to come forward so actively as creators of

a new social order, as at a time of revolution.11

4 political revoluticn after overthrowing the
bourgeoisie acquires that power to establish dictatorship
of the proletariat - the working class cannot seize political
power aﬁd accomplish socialist construction without revolu-
tionary Party. The Tarty guides the process of maintaining
state power and building socialism according to concrete
social conditions and requirements. In order to manage
the new system, the working class has to smash the bourgeois
State apparatus and all its institutions of state rule.
In this regard, Lenin wrote "The key question of revolution
is undoubtedly the guestion of state power. What class
holds power decides everything", the state was thus described
as an organ of class rule as long as soclety was divided
into two antagonistic classes.12 Lenin views the dictatorship
of the proletariat as the continuation of the class struggle
of the proletariat in new forms and the state being only
a weapon of the proletariat for the purpose of class struggle.
The dictatorship of proletariat has to perform two historical
tasks, first to defeat the exploiters and to uphold the power
of exploited, second establishing new socio-economic relations

(Socialist relations).

11. Ibid., p.504.

12. Lenin, "One of the fundamental questions of the Revolution
selected Works, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1977,p.219.
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Cne of the characteristics of socialism as opposed
to capitalism is not the existence of market relationship and
of the dictatorshio .f proletariat, Only through this
domination in the sphere of economic, political, ideological
relations that Market relations can be progressively

eliminated.13

In the Communist manifesto Marx and Engles have under-
scored that abolition of property in general is not only a
distinguishing features of coommunism, but the abolition of

bourgeois property viz private property.’4

Socialism

in post revolutionary society cannot be defined only in terms
of private property abolition, there are several other issues
which determine and shape the political character of a regime
such as the nature of the class interest served by this party/
ruling class in power also who is served by the state power,
the concrete relation between the organs of state power

and the labouring masses.15

However, analysists of socialist societies feel that
elements of exploitation may exist even under circimstances
of socialist relations in instances where the party exercises

centralized control of the government, without sufficient

13. ©Paul Sweezy & Charles Betteheim, Op. Cit., p.19.

14. Marx and Engles, Communist Manifesto, selected Works,
Progressive Publishers, Hoscow, 1977, p.47.

15. Paul 3Sweezy & Charles Bet*3lheim, Op. Cit., p.57.
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interaction with the mass of people; 1in such cases the
bureaucracy subsumes the power of the people, without

relating to the actual demands of the people. This belief

has led to conceptualising the Soviet State at certain period
of time at a 'degenerate' workers state or 'state capitalism'-
controlled by a communist bureaucracy. Cherles Bettelheim
classified this as 'state bourgeois' in such a situation.
According to him the communist party bureaucracy rules not
through private ownership of the means of production as in
capitalist society, but through occupying decisionemaking

positions in the party, the state and the economy.16

Such a state functions and is identified as an autho-
ritarian state. Therefore the need is to maximize democrati-
zation, there should be a real form of economic political
democracy in practice as it is in the theory, so that people
can influence affairs in their capacity as producers.
Similarly the means of production should be in the hands of
the workers, and practically so even at management levels.
such state would be rulec by the working class, and would
be classified as a genuine socialist state. Paul Sweezy
has pointed out features of socimlist production structures
and socialist society.

1) State ownership of means of production and compre-

hensive planning is not sufficient,

16, Paul Sweezy & Charles Bettelheim, Op.Cit., p.57.
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ii) work should not be treated as mere means of
acquiring income and ccnsumer goods but as life's
mogt creative activity .

1i1) Just as the workers should participate in management
the manager should participate in work,

iv) The producer must havecomplete freedom of discussion
and criticism,

v) Agriculture and industry must be combined and also
there must be a radical decentralization of indus-

trial production based on modern technology.17

Indeed in a socialist soclety, 1f the above criteria
are not strictly applied, There is the distinct possibility
that the workers might get depoliticized and they would no
more remain committed to their historic task. This would be
a set back to the cause of socialism and the implication would
be quite aston jshing and contradictory to the socialist goal
and system. Therefore,lthe need is workers participation
in the various functions through the process of democratic
centralism and decision making. Similarly, the political
life ‘of workers should be more active as this alone would
lead to a healthy interaction between the massé%% the people
and state institutions and thereby avoid the pitfalls of

bureaucratism.

17. Ibid., p.133
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SUVIZT ULkIcd: THE NATULE ur SUCIALISY DEVELOPMENT:

Post revolutionary Soviet Union was the first socialist
state in the world and for a long time it was the only
socilaist state. XNever before bad a workin:; class becone
the ruling class. In the 19th century, Marxism and socialism
were escentially identified as an European phenomena, after
the October Revolution larxist ideology and practice however
raplidly developed intc a universally popular ideological

and political movement all over the world.

Post revolutionary 3oviet Union after Lenins estab-
lishment of the socialist state passed through certain
important historical phases (1) 1924 to 1929 (2) 1930 to
1953 and (3) 1953 to present day. Broadly speaking Stali-
nization and de-stalinization. However, currently the

Brezhnev periocd is also being classified as 'Semi 3talinist!.

The period of c¢civil war began after 1917. For some
years civil war dominated life in Soviet Union., The new
economic policy (NEP) was formulated to overcome the crisis,
NEP was termed 28 the temporary stabilization of capitalism,
The swing to the left came in 1928-29, when forcedThass
collectivization and rapid industrialization started and
this task was to be completed in 1935. In the 208, Stalin
eliminated and ousted one by one many of his comrades.

It was a period of struggle for power in which ultimately
Stalin succeeded. During this period Stalin propounded

the theory 'Socialism in one country'. Needless to say,



Stalin formulated the so called theory of 'Socialism

in one country‘'against Trotsky's theory and proposal of
permanent revolution, Stalin and Trotsky's disagreements
were real to certain extent but they also invoived a personal
struggle for pover, though some critics consider that, the
fwo ideas for power, never amounted to two independent

18 Yet a review of historical evidence

coherent theories,
shows that necessity of establishing socialism in one
country before spreading a revolution., However, Stalins

method of closing the debate with Trotsky needs condemnation,

In the 20s, the debate on industrialization was un-
douvtedly of a great significance, concerning industrial
and agricultural policy of Bylshéviks., But certainly,
it was a doctrinal dispute between Stalin and Trotsky,
regarding the path of development. Trotsky's political
writings are full of attacks oB! bureaucratic rule within
party, for him Soviet Union had becume degenerate workers
state. Leninist policy he said was befitting the theory
of permanent revolution was borne out by events and the
socialism in one country was pernicious error.19 Marx had
postulated that in socialist society, with the abolition
of classes and in the absence of class antagonism state
apparatus of coercion i.e. army, police and prision, etc.,
would become superflows and gradually cease to exist.

To make the neeessary conditicns for building socialism in

18, Leszek Kolakowski, Main
Oxford, 1978, p.6.

19. Ibid., p.19o,

“urrents of iHarxism: Clarendon Press
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one country (As Stalin had assumed), the consolidation of
state power by every means was the main thrust of the

Communist Party.

The 1935 durins the Seventh Party Congress Stalin
declared that private ownership of the means of production
has been abolished the capitalist c;ass and the Kulaks
had ceased to exist and transformation of ownership had
taken place. All exploiting classes had been eliminated.
Thus there remained no class struggle in 3oviet society,
Bettelheim, refuting the official position of the Soviet
Union, argues that changes in legal forms of ownership
do not suffice to cause the condition for the existence
of classes for class struggle to disappear.zo Marx and
Bngels emphasised the role of proletarian dictatorship,
not only changing the forms of ownership but also the
transition of the soclal process. and production relation.
For the abolition of classes, dictatorship of the proletariat
was a necessary condition., Lenin has also said that classes
5till remain and will remain in the era of the dictatorship
of proletariat., It is a continuation of the class struggle
in new forms. Questioning Stalins claim Bettelheim remarks
that if exploiting classes have ceased to exist merely
because there is a dictatorship of proletariat - over what

class would the proletariat be exercising its dictatorship

20. Charles Bettelheinm, Closs Struggle in the UsSR, Monthly
Review Press, llew Yor: - London, 1976, p.21.




in that case.21

During the period 1930 to 1953, it is evident that
Stalin in the Soviet Union held a unilaterally powerful
position, without almost unlimited control over decision
making. The entire period iqunown for Stalins personal
tyranny and authoritariaqﬁ?ﬁmthe country. In fact Isaac
Destcher believes that it is futile to portray Stalins

Russia as the realm of democracy.

After Stalins demise in 1953, followed the brief
period of struggle between tho.e who wanted to pursue the
pre 1953 line and those who wanted to reverse it., 1In this
struggle members of 3talins Central Committee were present,
liikoyan, Bulganin and Khruschev being the Central characters,
Stalins infamous chief of the KGB Beria was skillfully
outmanoeuvred by Khruschev, who slowly but surely gained
greater control of the Central Corxmittee. Once Khruschev
gained control over the Central Coumittee at the 20th Party
Congress 1956 he denounced Stalins'personality cult ',
During Khruschev earlier phase in power certain domestic
and foreign policies practiced in the Soviet Union shacking
Stalins time were changed, this marked a crucial turning

point in soviet history.22

21, Ibid., p22

22. R.W, Peltybridge, A History of Post Yar Russia, George

Allen and Unwin Ltd., Tondon), 71986, pp.121-122.
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Assessing Stalins role the Party leadership attributed
Stalins errors due to neglect of the -collective
leadership. The concetration of unlimited power in the
hands of 3talin was considered the main source of error

23

and distortion, Some orthodox analysts of Soviet Society
however relate historical circumstances, the industrial

and cultural backwar=.dness befo e and after 1917. The
failure of the hoped revolution in EurOpeén countries,
external trusts to the Soviet Union and political exhausition
after the civil ete. In fact all these factors contributed
to the necessity of Jstalins rule. Here however, one can

also take a more medietive position. We would be inclined

to fact that the historical circumstances were guop which
necessitated quick decision making for the survival of the
scclal state. Aslo the necessity of building socialism

under adverse circumsicnces in the face of intervention,
isolation, poverty and fascist threat etc led to an unnaturzl
Increase of powér in the hands of Stalin. Yet he was also
responsbile for building a state structure which did not
allow for debate and discussing either between the cadre

of the Cozmunist Party or between the people and party.

Such a situation naturally led to the so called distortions

of socialist legality and socialist democracy.

23. Leszek Kolokowaski, Op. Cit., pp.t1-2.
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Khruschev's rise to power by 1964 and the reforms he
initialed were cuite dramatic. After the 20th Congress
drastic changes touk place in the douestic front as well

2s in the sphere of foreign relation of the U35R, slowly
the ostalinist inheritance was rejected, thus the destalini-
:ation process began in soviet union, whtick had wider
implicetions even beyond the Joviet Uniocn and Ezst Europe.
In fuct in process extended into the politics of Communist

Parties all over the world.

Khruschev introduced reforms in various spheres of
soviet life, economic, political, social, education and in
the legal field. The aim was to reject the darkest aspects
of the stalinist past. By laying stress on socialist
legality, throughout the years 1953-61 numerous bodies were
appointed to investigate the case of bersons unjustly
punished during stalin's life time, and many of his victims

were freed from prison or ~else posthomously rehabilitated.24

However, it is interesting to note that Khruschev who
had reached political heights after decrying Stalins policies,
he himself could not fulfil the aspiration of masses of
separating a party and government leaders. Some of Xhruschev's

economic reforms were controversial. His very competence

24. R.W. Perthybridge, Op. Cit., p.221.
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was veing questioned. united monitary reform carried
out in 1961 was also unpopular, disanpointed with the slow
growth in lazbour productivity, Khruschev tried to get
production norms and pay scales revised in many branches
of industry, which caused serious workers discontent and

much labour tension.25

Khruschev economic liberalization policies which
introduced the concept of decentraliéation and decision
making at the industrial plant level. The introduction
of m:.terial incentive to collective farmers etc., raised
controversies within the Party. Illoreover, the increasing
rift of the CPSU under Khruschev with the Chinese Communist
Party (CPC) under Mao hightened tension in the internatiocnal
comnunist movement as 5 whole. Thus a variety of factors

led to the removal Jf Khruschev, who retired into obs-curity.

After Khruschev's removal Leonid Brezhnev, becane
the leader of the Party and government. He strengthened
the counservative elements in power structure, thereby once
again the party bureaucracy got stabilized. He had carefully
avqided the experimentation of structural reforms, in the

26

economy despite pressure to adopt new approaches. 1965

onwards, a kind of atmosphere, with regard to introducing

25. Roy lhedvedve & zhores Medvedve (eds.), Khruschev,
Columbia University Press, HNew York, 19786, p.145

26, VWilliam G. Hyland,'Brezhnev & Beyond', Foreign Affairs,
VOl' 58, 1979—80, p05100
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certain econonic reform% was articulated, the economic

reformeré argued for greater rationality and profitability.27

For some time during September 1965 Kosygin initiated
certain economic reforms, but this was an abortive attempt
as the proposed reforms were not endorsed by the conservative
facti.n of coamunist party. This led to long years of
'stability' which encouraged stagnation in the socio-

economic and political life of the Soviet Union,

Post Brezhnev, Soviet Union entered a radically
new phase. Yuri andropov, former KGB Chief, became the
CPSU General 3ecretary after Brezhnev's death. He survived
only 15 months. ievertheless during this short period
there was a new movement in the Soviet Union, Yuri Andropov
started his tenure with the announcement of new reforms and
at the June 1983 Central Plenum he criticized his preceders
for'irrationally managing the Soviet economy. The measures
he undertook consisted on the one hand of a campaign to
combat corruption, cliquery and general inefficiency.
On the other hand, it was linked with a call for more
discipline ,order and hard work. The attempt was initiated

to introduce limited reforms in industry and agricdlture.

27. Boris Meissner, Soviet Policy from Andropov to Chernoko,
Asissen Politik,,Vol.35, 1984, p.251.
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Since Andropov inherited a troubled economy from

brezhnev, it was logical for him to make some prcnouncements
for tbe resolution of economic problems, and to accelerate
the rate of economic development, The initial thrust
vas for a better national planning process. Each area
in Soviet Union was experiencing crisis of shortages.
Better management of distribution was expected to meet
the requirement, as it was felt that the country had

plenty of natural resources to satisfy economic needs.

Andropov was well aware of the gap between productive
forces and production condition in the Soviet Union, He
wrote an article in 1983 in 'Komununist' on the eve of Karl
Marx's death centenary, in his article he assumed that

non-anatagonistic contradiction in socialism could attain
28

Yuri Andropov during his brief tenure, several

times, indicated his concern about evils like excess use

of liquor, adherence to an old style of working, inertia
etc. In this interrgnum Andropov's initiative is like a
M*le stone in this decade, which is known for the phenomenon

of change i.e. - economic and political restructuring,

Konstantin Chernenko, the protege of Brezhnev succeeded

28, dee "“soviet Union under Ardropov", Orbis, 27(1) sSpring,
1883, pp.5-34



Andropov for a short period., Chernenko always emphasised,
that he was speaking on benalf of the 'Collective leadership'
He was aware of the possibility of the explosive nature of
the nationalities iésue - within sSoviet politics. Once in a
Central Coumittee, he highlighted the need of perfecting

relation between nationalities.2j

Andropov and Chernenko's tenure was a transition phase
prior to the Gorbachev era. During the Post-3talin era all

general secretaries have mentioned the necessity of reforms.

unce again we find that what critical, leftist analyst
of Joviet ULnion haveargued, are proving important and correct
remarks, ) " and are in fact
relevant to the understanding of socialist development,
especially during stalins period if viewed with proper
perspective - the foundation of socialist construction.
Tony Cliff,for instauce’classified the Soviet Union as being
no more a workers state, he argued that immediately after the
revolution it was decided that the management of every indus-
tiral plan would be in the hands of trade unions. The 8th
Party(Congress (March 18 to 23rd, 1919) declared that the
trade unions must in the fullest possible measures encourage
the workers to participate directly in the work of economic
adoinistration. But in September 1929, the Party Central

Committee resolvedtihat workers committee may not intervene

29. Hatsteed(John), Chernenko *~ Office, International Perspec-

tive, iay-Ju -, 1984, po .22
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directly in the running of the plant., Thus industrial
plant management was replaced by management. The manager
was placed in full and sole charge of the plant. His
orders were unconditionally binding on his subordinates

30

gstaff and on all workers, Wages were also decided by
the head of the industry. Cliff gives instances to show
the steady bureaucratization of Sovigt economy. In the
late twenties another decision was taken. It was this
regulation which prohibited strike and strikers were
rendered liable to the death sentence.31 Another fact

in this regard is that 1938, 42.3% of all students in

higher education were children of intelligentsia.

After the Uctober Revolution, within the Span of
2 few years a backward economy was transformed into a major
industrial power, despite all military and foreign
congtraints., But in the meantime Soviet Union had deviated
in the sense that functioning of a socialist society was
not based on the appropriate institution for the active
participation of the working class in economic and political
life. Consequently, tne workers tended to get depoliticized
over time, work tended to be loaded upon them as something

imposed from outside and hence to be shirked.32

30, Tony Cliff, Russia: A MNarxist Analysis, Socialist Review
Publishing Co. Ltd., p.p. 17,21 (n.d.)

31. Ibid., p.61.

Prabhat Patnaik, Bose Memorial Lecture in St. 3tephan
College, Delhi {w January, 1988.
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Analysing failures, the fault might be found in
specific method of planning and implementation or the very
econonic mechanism of Soviet Unicn, But the post revolu-
tionary Soviet Union has been experiencing perpetual crisis-
the crisis of shortage, stagnation, productive efficiency,
structural imbalances etc., ZLhruschev, Brezhnev, Kosygin,
Andropov and Chernenkxo's reform proposals give the indi-
cation of some inherent problems of Soviet economy i.e.
the command economy. BExactly this is the background of

Gorbachev's revolution in the Soviet Union.

CHInA: THy EXPERILJCES ur MAOIST ERA:

In 1949 the triumph of 'New Democratic Revolution!
in China marked a new phase and revolutionary break in
history., It initialled a transition from struggle against
Jemi-fgud--alism to socialist construction., Before 1949
China was not only the most populous gnd backward country

but among the poorest, yet it was led by a communist
party professiang a larxist outlovk and committed to
establishing a socialist society with some 22% of the

world's population living 5% of its erable land.33

35. Carl Riskin, china's Political Economy, Oxford Universit
Press, 1987, pp.1.2.




Immediately after the revolution, Chinese leaders

did not have a blue print of socialist development. Almost
three decades back the first socialist country in the

world i.e. Soviet Union had established its existence, the
Chinese communist Party was very impresse~d by the October
revolution as well as the Soviet road to socialism. They
were also impressed by Soviet Union's material achievements.
Therefore it seemed quite natural for the Chinese to adopt

the Soviet model of economic development,

Post liberation Chinese history is full of convulsions
and problematic times. Great many ambitious projects wers
launched during this period. But one by one they failed.
This resulted in great disaster and irrepairable loss.

The great leap forward (rural communes) and proletarian
cultural revolution are eye opening experiments still

imprinted in the minds of Chinese people.

With the help of the Soviet Union, the aims of the
First Five Year Plan were laid down to establish the
foundation of a comprehensive industrial structure as
quickly as possible. Priority of investment funds (over
50%) was given to capital goods industries which were
planned to grow faster than eonsumer goods industries....

The Economic strategy followed was that pioneered by the
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Soviet Union. The slogan was 'learn from the Soviet Union'??%

Another slogan was ‘'Today's Soviet Union is our future' etc.

Thus 3oviet was viewed as a model,

In the beginning, planning was highly centralized.
This highly centralised nature of planning caused certain
amount of waste and dislocation., As a result, by the end
of 1956, Chinese leadership had realized that the Soviet
model was not eompletely applicable to their country. They
realized the fundamental problems of China was quite different
from that of Soviet Unlon, Hence the control of industry
was considerably decentralized at the end of 1957. Consumer
goods industries came under the control of provincial
authorities. The Central authorities continued to control
directly the capital goods industries and exercised broad
supervision over the rest of the economy, fixing the rate
of investment, allocating raw materials and determining

wages and exployment levels,

Soviet Union had agreed to entirely provide in the
course of three Five Year Plans (1953-1967) about 300 modern
industrial plaants of all kinds, and train the Chinese to run
them at the estimated total cost of about $3billiocn in the

form of loans by the end of 1957-68 of these projects had

34. E.L. Wheelwright & Bruce MNc Farlan, The Chinese Road to
Jsocialism, Monthly Review, New York & London 1971, p.3b
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been completed and by 1960, when Soviet technicians were

withdrawn, 154 had been finished.35

China's economic backwardness was a striking feature
prior to Chinese revolution. At that time more than 70%
of the people were angzged in agriculture, trying to make
a living of too little land using primitive technology.
The 1low productivity was directly related to technological
backwardnass. In 1954 People's commune s were established
in rural China. It was a corner stone in Communist China's
rural organisatior, They were a part of great leap forward
movewent by which it was intended to 1ift China's agricultural
backwardness inté modernization and industrialization, through
the leap and rural people's coomunes, Chinese Communist
believed tnat they were going to achieve a breakthrough in
economic development and catch up with advance countries

or the world in few ycars time.)6

A movement was unleashed in agriculture, all over
the country, resulting in the establishment of the rural
people's communes, each commune was divided up into production
brigade, thus nearly 750,000 acricultural cooperatives were
regrouped into about 26,000 communes, each having on an average

3,000 peasuct housebovlds. The communes were larger econonic

35. Ibid., p.35

3€. Gargi Dutt, Ruragl Communes of China, Asian Publishing house
wew Delhi, 1967, p.VII.
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units, these became the basic administrative unit of the
country znc combined agriculture with industry ard education
with military training, Peking clained to have discovered

37

its ouwn rowd to cormunismn,

In 1957 liao said that the growth of agriculture was
of crucial importance and that it would in fact speed up
the growth of industry too. Concentraticn oa agriculture
by any means would not hamper industrial advancement,

would act as catalyst to indastrial production.98

The philosophy behind establishment of People's
commune-and great leap forward was tc overcome, the back-
wardness o1 the country, Fror that they put enornous thrust
on mechanization of agriculture in order to accelerate
agricultural develonment., The aim of the commune system
was the intensification of agricultural socialism to increase
the marketable agricultural surplus and widen local agri-
cultural and other investment opportunities.39 Great
leap forward was thus the creation of coomunes and establishmen
or an industrial policy, due to this two fold nature the
Chinese called it ‘walking on two legs'. The incentive

system of great leap forward was dominated by the idea of

37. 1bid., p.1

38. liaotse-Tung,"Un the correct handling of contradiction,"
Forefgn Language Press, Peking, 1977, p.100

39. E.L. Wheelwright & Bruce McFarlan, Up. Cit., p.43
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politics in coumand, wkich meant politics should command
econonies, economic politics must not only expen@ production
but also contribute to the realization of more fully

socialist relations of onroduction. According to lao,

this meant weakening the bureaucracy, the approsch of

the leap movement to technology and management was consistent
with the concept of politics in command. as it was in the

case of farming people's commune.40

While Fao had anticipated that communes would
eliminate the distinction between city and village, workers
and peasant, mental and menual lazbour, and release great
productive energies, within a short span of time, the overall
picture that emerged after initiagtion of leap movement,

had shattered Ifao's Utopia.

It was not all of a sudden that peasants felt alienated
from the state; contradictions were already growing between
peasantry and the state, these contradictions became nore
acute when peasants refused to sell all the grain to the
state. The Chinese regime faced numerous problems in
tacklipg the intricate situation., The Coumunist leadership
was helpless due to the lack of understanding with the

peasants who were reluctant to sell their products to the

40. Carl Riskin, Op, Cit., p.121.
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state vecause of the law prices. Wwhat state wanted them

to grow, the peasants were reluctant to grow and what the
peasants wanted to grow the state did not provide plans for .41
Similarly the peasants refused to grow agricultural products
according to state plan, leading to a complete lack of
coordination between peasantry and state. Consequently, China
witnessed the atmosolere of confusion and great unrest,

all arouné, resistance took a violent turn and disturbance

and disconteat was reported frou amny part of the country.

Incident of food poisening and other forms of subotage

vere admitted by the Pekii, authorities.

There were many factors that had contributed to the
transformation of grandise claims into sheer disillusionment.
The communist leadership immediately realized the hallowness
of ushering in communism without taking into account the
general level of llass consciousness and feelings. In December
1958, the central committee of Chinese Communist Party reviewed
the situation of communes and passed a resolution on the time
span when the transition from collective ownership ° by the
whole people could be affected. It was felt ‘ha: this would
be determined by objective factors and not by mere plans or

wishful thinking, thus this transition would have to be

realised by stages.42

41. Gargi,Dutt, Op. Cit., p.12.
42. Ibid., pp.57,58.
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The excess of collectivization and communization
had created an unexpectedly explosive situation in the
country side of China. Uverzealouséée:§so led to chaos
and distorting. For the peasants, even the good interds
of the leadership were also understood as meleVolent
intent. The major obstucle in this regerd was the hearty
dislike of the peasant for the commﬁnal—living and eating
arrungements. The CCP under estimated the value of
naterial incentive and with the renewal of the privete
plots and down grading of family life, the peasant moral
fell, they worked lethargically, sloughtered farm animals

and productivity declined.43

Evidently it was too hasty decision on the part
of C.C.P. Ioreover thes agricultural collapse naturally
had serious effect on industry which was also showing
sign of stagnation, In the mean time 3in-3oviet dispute
reached at its hights. 3oviet technicians, advisers were
withdrawn. China was calght in the grip of an acute food
and economic crisis and a sharp reversal of previous
policies had to be ordered. Faterial incentive had to be ™

given to the peasantry on a meaningful scale in order to

43. Derek J. Waller, The Government & Politics of People's
" Republic of China 3rd edition, Vikas in Association
with Hutchineon , 1984, p.151
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errcourage an increase in agricultural production. Sharp
reversal had to be ordered in the organisation of produc-
tion and the utilization of labour ir 1962 the tenth C.C.
Plenum declared agriculture as the foundation of national

economy.44

The conflict between the soviet Unicn and China has
been marked by mutual provocations, border clashes, sabotage
and anti-imperialist solidarity and an abondenment of any
pretence of the principled dabate of political differencesdf5
The first visible cracks between the Soviet and Chinese
Comnunist Parties already apoeared in 1956-57. Initially
they concerned only ideological issue but gradually they
become wider and deeper and involved economic and political
matters and domestic and forelign policy. The Chinese
leuders were particulerly displeased with the nuclear~test-
ba agreements. Economic relationship betwe~n the.countries
were almost completely distrupted. The Jsoviet Embassy in
Peking was besieged by red guards, during the cultural

revolution.46

In the 8th Congress of CPC, the Soviet
nodel of development was decided to drop and evolve a new

model. Mao neither accepted destalinization process which

44. Ibid., p.153

45. Jee Editorial, New Left Review, iovember-December, 1983,

46. Ray Medvedov, "The USSR & China: Confrontation or dentente
vew Left Review, iioveut r/December, 1983, p.6
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going in Joviet Union under Khruschev's revisionist leader-
ship, nor did he accept theory of peaceful co-existence.
.oreover, the two countries had differences on question of

Third .wWworld,.

After this disaster which resalted from the great
lezp forward; policy was supposed to transform China
into an advance country, China virtually plunged into an
economic quégmire and there were some deep shocks to be
economy. Thus Mao's economic strategy was considered a

failure.

The economic 3et back in China led to a new strategy
of economic development and new series of economic policles
with greater scope given for market forces and free price
movenenis, the shift to profitability as a motive force in
agriculture and historical production and the increase
authority of managers, planners and technical personal.
une of the first moves in this process was the gradual
ingroduction of a free market in rurzl areas. This included
(1) restoraticn of small plots to the farmers. (ii) the
use of the household as the main accenting unit in cowmmunes.
(111) the assumption by enterprise in co:.munes of sole

responsibility for profit and cut put quotas.47 With these

47. E.L. Wheelwright & Bruce iic Farlan, Up. Cit., pp.66,67
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new developments, a debate also began about the role of
profits in the Chinese econony. These rightist economic
nolicies were tremendously supported by academics and
intellectuals.

Mao's call to combat 'revisionism' and promote class
strugele was endorsed inéuginth plenum of the Eight Central
Committee, which saw rightist trend in cultural and economic
fields. To counterpose the revolutionary tradition of
the masses he emphasiéed the need to train reliable s®ccessors
of the revolution who would not follow the Soviet road,
the need for every one to be a soldier and the need to
implement, whenever possible the line of 'free the masses
to the masses' was organised the Chinese coumunist party
under Mao. By 1965 tension was overflowing the China
between official ideology of Chinese revolution i.e.
ilaoism and state organisa.ions and enterprises and large
sectors of cultural and ideological life., This was beginning
of shurp strugsle that led to the new concept of the great

proletarian cultural revolution.48

Since iao beli-ved that the contradiction in Socialist

economy were still between relation of production and the

480 Ibidn, p093.
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productive forces and between the super structure and the
economic base.49 He therefore, considered that human values,
People's thoughts and motivation were the crucial factor

in the functioning of society, that even a political
revolution in which state had been captured and an
economic revolution, in which all major productive assets
were collectively owned, were not enough to ensure the
success of the revolution unless there was also a revolutibn

in People's mind.50

These ideas were, precisely the origin
of the concept of great proletarian cultural revolution,
Which were a culmination of Mao's concept of continuous
revolution, This was thus an attempt to driven out the
bourgeois and feudal ideas from the minds of people and

inculcate new ideas suitable for the Chinese revolution as

envisaged by Mao.

An unexpected frenzy came over China in the summer
1966, Series of articles appeared in the leading newspapers,
megazine, attacking anti-party, anti-socialist elements.
The first place that became turbulent were universities.
The 'Red Guard' a new youth organisation emerged to

spear head the cultural revolution. Red Guards were oifered

49, Mao Tse Tung, Five Essays on Philosoohy, Foreign Language
Press, Peking, 1977, p.92

50. E.L. Wheelwright, OUp. Cit., pp.99,100.
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free rail transport anywhere in China, free food and free
accommodation in }MNiddle 3chools, Universities. UMNao's little
'Red 500k' became a symbol of this phase, and was kept

by the supporters of these ideas as a Bible to be constantly
quoted from, during the cultural revolution 'Peking Review!
reliterated in every issue that Mao's Red Book, now available

in the leflet form, Hand Book of Ma:s's quotations etc.

The youth and Red Guards were taugnt that whenever
they come across a new problem consult Mao's Red book, INao

was potrayed greater than liarx and Lenin.51

There were
more than clear indicutions of a cult of personality being
woven around Mao, which were leading to severeproblems in

China.

Cn 18th August a massive rally of students was held
in Peking. Students from all over the country attended the
relly. Hao, Linpiao and Chou -Enlai were also present
there. The latter two leaders addressed the rally. Some
of the city and province Party Committees were paraded.
Local party leader around the city in tracks, the incidents

-
of firing agaiust party ofricial, was also reported.)2

< See Ga.i,?,l; )d(:t C\’ ?‘{‘\))I.A-’ e@"o pu’td\‘) AS&Q\V\ P\’LQI‘S&;«? “\QQSP'J Ned b{[E“

52 Franz Schluromann & (vvilleshelleded, Comuunist China,
Penguin Books, 1971, p.517.
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Peking University was covered with Posters wmany academics -
and intellectuals were ™ zilicted and tortured by the Red
Guard on the pretext their rightist leaning. A numter of
wriier, historiean ahd artist were given 'Red Guard'

treatment only because of this alleged dissatisfaction

wiih hieo's policies. In may cuses there were also collisions
vith the party machinery generally in all the big cities

and towns of China, An even more grave situation occured
when hostility grew between workers and peasants on the

one hand and student and Red Guard on the other - and at

many pl=ces workers had beaten up the students.53

It is quite difficult task to make objective
acsessment of cultural revolution, as many things are
elther unknown or complex. Gargi Dutt has rightly remarked
"What happened irn China, is the interplay of complex factors,
emotions, personglity clashes ovesr policies, ambitions
and raticnal celculation znd iraticnal impulses are

intertwined in the drama.54

After undergoing storamy years of the cultural revo-
lution, Chinese Comuunist Party leadership divided in

certain domestic and foreign policy issue. It is a truism

53' Gargi Dutt, UEO Cit.’ po 60
54, 1Ibid., p.1



that two line strugg led continuously in China since 1958,
1.a0 ané Chou-Enlai . formulated new foreing policy with
recard to Soviet and American struggle for world hegenmony.
The issue was how China should exploit the contradictions
between them. During same in summer, Boader clashes
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with soviet union continued.

In 1970s there was debate on educational reforms
in China, 1In January 1975, Deng Xiaoping earlier oOne
of the top leaders was demoted to the 8th position in the
CPC hierarcuoy sut again dramatically he acquired
prominence after iiao's death, especially in 11th CPC
Congress. Deng Xiaoping and Zheng Chunquio both received

senior post in People's liveration Army.

Following liao's death, Hua Guefeng became the
Chairmen of the Pexrty and head of its military commission

in addition to his post as a Premier.56

Immediately, a
nacsive cawmpaign was, launched which was to accuse the
'Gang of a whole host of crimes'. Jome untoward ineidents
also took place, such as the unauthorised arresting of

senior cadre. For some time 'Gang of four and Deng Xiaoping

attacked and coun attacked each other. At the 3rd Plenum

5. 3111 Brugger, Op. Cit., p.135.

5
56. Peking Review, 29 uctober, 1976, pp.7,11,21.
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of the tenth Central Committee in July Deng was reinstated

as vice-Chairman of the Party.

The Eleventh Party Congress was held in August
1977. In this Congregss lHua emphasised the need of
develoring productive forces known as 'Four Modernization'.
4 nation wide serious debate was initiated in the question

of China's course of development.

From 1979 onward developments which have taken place
in China have puzzled the world. A number of doubts stir
the minds whether China is leading towards capitalist
restoration and departuring from the socialist path or
are *‘hey on the road of socialist development. These
perplexing issues require further exploration of recent
development inside China, specially in the light of moder-

nization programee and political reforms.

To sum up, in Soviet Union, particularly in the
Brezhnev eres, corruption had set in public 1life and
overwhelming power at the hands of party stifling of any
initiative from below, stagnation at every walk of life
had been quite pervasive. How the rising questions of
nationalities are trying to reassert themselves. This is
also a reaction against the etvitude of the moscovites

and the sectorial development which caused wide difference
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between cities, towns and and the countryside and the
unwzanted increase of middle class which has been viewed

by consumerist culture and unaware of the plight of the

life at the lowest rank of society. Gorbachev's initiatives
are precisely the realization of such drawbacks which have

been prevailing in soviet Uanion,

since liveration, China has made rapid economic
dev-=lopment and grezt achievements in many areas. Yet
it is under developed, a vackward country in comparision
with Western countries. Bven tcday, education health
and ténsport facilities aré inadeguate and scientific
and technological, agricultural and industrial development
is still far from satisfactory. Hence, China's moderni-
zation drive has been an attempt to overcome poverty
and backwardness. Exactly this feeling has necessitated

reforms in China - popularly known as the four modernization.

soviet Union and China being avowdely socialist
state - cannot opt for a society that exists in the west.
Ruther these two countries would have to bring out

the best under the paradigm of Harxism-ILeninism.

If Soviet Union and China have to exist, they would
have to respond to all these problems, the pressing needs

suggest that this is the high time to start responding.
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THE POLITICS UF GOUHBACHEV'S REFURIM:

"Those who hope that we shall more away from the
socialist path will be greatly disappointed. Bvery part
of our program of Perestroika and program as a whole, for
that matter - is fully based on the principle of more
1

socialism and more democracy".

Mikhall Gorbachev.

In the Soviet political system, great power is
vested in the office of General 3ecretary and hence with
the change of the Kremlin guard important political changes
generally also take place in the Soviet system. The liew
General Secretary, [Mikhail Gorbachev represents the present
wave of economic - political reforms. His courageous
gfforts and unusual style of working has drawn the attention
of the whole world. Today no one seems to be indifferent
towards the new developments in the Soviet Union. For the
about last three years we have been constantly hearing
and reading about Gorbachev's reforms. Moréover his
asceldency is being marked as a turning point in the history
of UssR. Gorbachev's personality is characterized in
terus of - a man of formidable energy, comparative youth,

consummate political skills and strong committment to reform.

1. Mikhail Gorbachev, Perestroika: New Thinking for our
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Gorbachev has upset the popular Western myth about
tne Communist Party i.e. the Comuunist Party is monolithically
united and does not contain people having different ideas
and view points. Therefore, any change in its character
and outlook is not po.sible. As a matter of fact, Gorbachev
is a glaring example of reversing the Western falsity and

the entire world recognises him as a '}ian of New Thinking',

When Gorbachev became the Party General Secretary
on riarch 11, 1985, at the age of fifty four, Soviet Union
acquired as its foremost leader - a reform minded man of
the younger political generation that come of age after
Stalin died. Soon he wzs speaking of the need of New
Thinking for acceleration of soclo-economic development

and for deep seated changes.2

Not for the first time reforms are being initiated
in the Soviet Union., iikita Khruschev had stressed the
necessity of reform, but he lacked a concrete programme and
adegquate model for initiating and implementing reforwms,
Ultimately he was ousted from his post. After Khruschev,
Brezhev - Rosygin also tried to bring out some economic

reforms, but they were not very successful precisely because

2. Robert C. Tucker, Political Culture and leadershio in
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they had initiated reforms half-heartedly. IMoreover,
they could not visualize the actual problems they were
likely to confront., There was a similarity among =all
these reform minded leaders, tha* they were unable to
make out the necessity of fundamentzl - structural change
in order to operationalized reforms, they proposed as

a result their exercise proved a futile. But today
the-e is remarkaple difference while Khruschev had to face
a turbulence and world wide opposition., On contrary,
Gorbachev's reform programme has been gaining world wide
applause and a green singal from large section of Soviet

nasses,

In 1961, 22nd Party Congress Khruschev had declared
that the present generation of 3oviet people will live
under communism and by 1980 the main building of communist
society will be accomplished. Later Brezhnev's concept
of 'developed socialism' became quite popular, this was
his ideological formulation iantroduced in 1971 to describe
the Ussit which supposedly was on the road to complete
communism, Interéstingly enough, Gorbachev has ostensibly
buried the utopial concepts of his two predecessoys.His
reform programme implies this reality - which has

refuted the Utopia of his predecessoxgs.

During 27th Congress February-March 1986, the
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30viet media had been seeking to portray the policy decisions
28 a major 'turning point' in 3oviet history. Juch an
impression was undoubtedly derived by Gorbachev and his
colleagues and it was probably true that a significant
prOporfion of the Joviets -~ were ready for major changes.3
Gorbachev on January 27-28, 1987 plenum of the Central
Committee of the CPSU announceda land mark programme of
political reform. This programme is a sequel to the extensive
reforms Gorbachev>has proposed since becoming General
3ecretary. Now the wind of change is slowing in Soviet

Union . Ubservers and statemen are watching new development

with intense curiosity.

Post -~ revolutionary Soviet Union under went several
phases of development. Today after seventy years of October
revolution, the Joviet Union is once again at a juncture.
Peonle have different speculations and expectations as regarad
Perestroika and Glasnost - the ideas mooted by the new
General sectetary, Mikhail Gorbacnev., Undoubtedly, the
pre.ent phase is very crucial from the stand point of
shaping the destiny of socialism since it involves wany

other questions such as, whether it is the repudiastion of

3. HR.F, Mlller, J,H, Miller & J.H. Ryby (eds.), Gorbachev at
: the Helmz A New Bra in Soviet Politics? . Croom Helm,
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dondon 1987, p.1
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varxism-Leninism and opens the road to capitelism into
sociclist society as Western media have been trying to
p.oject it or do these reforms reaffirm the need to stick

to the principles enunciated by Lenin.

What is going on in soviet Union? ‘What makes
Gorbachev initiate reforms? Is he an individual phenonena,
or does he represent a 'vind'? Whether he will succeed
or fail? hat is the potentizl threat to Mikhail Gorbachev?
These questions could be understood precisely in the context
of Gorbachev's understandias of Soviet Political - economy
and its inherent problems and the medthod he has opted
in order to overcome the crises which envisages new
developments in soviet society, to put it in Gorbachev's
own words !'ihat is Perestroika or restructuring? Why do
we nheed 1.? what are i's sibstance and objectives?
ihat does it reject and what does does it creaty? How
is it proceedinyg and what might be its consequences for

soviet union and the “vorlg COﬁmunity'.4

Tine andé again Gorbachev has been ideatifying certain
pitfalls and darksides prevailing in the Soviet political

economic system. He perceives that the economy had growing

————

4. liikhail Gorbachev, QUp. Cit., p.9
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proolems and external situation in some respects is
fetting worse. Gorbachev genuinly reacted to these
proolems in a positive nanrer, emphasising the need for
reforms. fThus on June 19, 1986 in a closed meetings
with a group of soviet ﬁrizers, Gorbachev said that the
society is ripe for change. If we step away, society
will not agree to a return., The process must be made
irreversicle. If not us, theux who? If not now then

5

when?

Gorbachev recognises that Soviet society has
reached a level of .szturity that requires a new avproach
Yo its governance. His leudership has launched an
eirfort to cut down the smaller state bureaucrecy and
reinvigarating the society. Gorbachev has become the
champion and the 'new thinking in international relations'
that address glopal provlems of a super class nature
and reccognize that security in the nuclear age 'can only

be mutual'.6

Before being elected for the post of General
Jecretary Gorbachev's political 1life could be traced from

his activities in Lomsomol organization. He was born in

o
.

Robert C. Tucker, Up. Cit., p. 140.

6. Robert C. Tucker, "Gorbachev & the fight for soviet
Reform", %World@ Policy_ journal, 1987, sSpring, p.179-204
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a peasant family of Stavropol in 1931. He attended 20th
Party Congress 1950 as a young kKonsomol delegate. In 1968
he becaze second Jecretary of its party committee, respon-
sible for agriculture. 7Two years later he was its first
Jecretary and as the top-ranking leader of an important
nrovirce, in liane fof merbership in the all - union party
central comnittee to which he was elected at the Twenty-
fourth Congress in 1971. HLis transfer to Moscow to take
the post of Central Committee Secretary responsible for
agriculture came in 15,78, In the following year he became
a candidate member of Brezhnev's politburco and in 1980,
at fourtynine, a full member and by for the youngest one.
Gromyko while nominating Gorbachev for the post of General
vecretaryship in March 1985, said in his appreciation
"This man 1is able to approach problems anaytically. That
is the honest truth, he can tazke a guestion apart into
elements before drawing a conclusion., liot only is good

at analysing problems, he also draws generalization and

conclusion".7

Durin, the twenty-seventh CP3U Congress, held in
Koscow in February 1986, Gorbachev gave a keynote address

by defining the state of Soviet Union as unsatisfactory.

7. See Gromyko quoted by Robert C Tucker, Political Culture

leadership_in Soviet Russia:_ From Lenin to_Gorbachev,

—-—

Wheal Sheat Books, 1987, pp.T44, 147. ~ ~ ~ ~— =
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He said that particular improvements would not do, radical
refora was needed. Analysing the main tendencies and
contradictions of the contemporary woxld Gorbachev noted
that the modern world is complicated, diverse and dynamic...
It is a world of the most intricate alternations, anxieties
and hopes never before has man exacted so much tribute
from nature, nor has hg ever been so valnerable to the
forces he himself has created.... The main trend of
struggle in contemporary conditions consists in creating
wortiy, Truly human mnalerial and spiritual condition

of life for all anations ensuring that out plant should be
habitable and cultivating a curing attitude towards its
greatest trezsuwmes, with all his potentials, and that is
exactly where we invite the capitalist system to complete
with us in a setting of lasting peace.8 Cursorily reading
General secretary's politiczl report reveals the deep

noted concern of Soviet leaders about the future of

whole humanity. In addition, Gorbachev put enormous

stress on a new strategy of accelerating socio-economic
development of the country and highlighted the requirement

of revamping enterprises and all round-dstocratization

of society.

8. IMikhall Gorbachev, "27th CPJU Congress, Political ReportH,

— e G mm se e Gmo ame W G e e | Subemes



49

Western analyst remarked about Gorbachev that
he seemed to embody the energy, hOpes.and aspirations
of the new generatiion of soviet officials. He had also
been associated with Andropov's obrief time attempt
to bring new blood into the central and regional party

apparatus.9

Since Gorbachev became General Secretary, he
made some remarkable changes in the top echelon of
Soviet leadership, first of all, Nikolai Tikhonov, the
aging chairman of the council of ministers was replaced
by Hikolai Ryzhkov, the most well known among the Kremlin'é
economic technocrats, an engineer with long experience,
the second change was made by removing iiikolai Bailokov,
chairman of Gosplan, who had held this post since 1965,
was replaced by Hikolai Talyzin, a specialist in tele-
communication and military technology who had served
as a deputly chairman of US:R Council of Minister as

the Chairman of the Supreme Soviets Commission on

COMECON affairs.'©

Despite all good gestures and enthusiastic

response from the General populace, Gorbachev also faces

9. «elley Donald R, "Soviet Politics from Brezhnev to
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several political dilemuas, these are indication that some
conservative elements continue to oppose the new leadership.
sut then Gorbachev also seexzs to have clear picture in

his mind as what sort of problems will be ahead and he

is not rcared of undertaking any giant experiment. 3ays
he "not eveiy body will agree with me. As a matter of
fact, neither will [ azgrez with everything others say

on various issues. This makes dialogue all the more
important this is what Gorbachev wants today - an apen
devate on vital international relations, Particularly
Soviet and American relations to attaln atleast the
minimum of mutual understanding needed to resolve izxsues

crucial to the world's future.11

GLuoudusT: A NeCESSARY PRECUWDITIUs rFut DEMUCRACY & SOUCIALISM:

In the Soviet Union which has genefally been identi-
fied as a closed society, Glasnost has become extremely
popular, In fact, tnis is the first and foremost contri-
bution made by liikhail Gorbachev, to a great extent which
has been translated into reality. Reflections of Glasnost

are becoming visible in every sphere of 3oviet life., Now

11. Iikhall Gorbachev, Op. Cit., pp 11,12,
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the practice of Glasnost has put an end to the all pervasive.
nonotony of soviet media. Gorbachev feels that the policy
of openness is the only way to feel the pulse of masses,

to get reactions, frank opinions and undercurrents in the
soviety society. And it will enable him to develop proper

out look for going ahead., Therefore, he reiterated that
ve want nore openness avout pablic affairs in every sphere

of life. People should know what is good and what is bad,
too, in order to multiple the good and combat the bad,

that is new things should be under socialism.'?

Glasnost is necessary because in Soviet society

the Stalinist legacy still prevails - which is unnececsary

and inhuman, e.g. the personality cult and the nsychological
climate of secrecy, mistrust and esplonage. In a way Stalin's
excecses in fostering the personality cult and the mutual
suspicion and mistrust among people gave ample material to
socialism enemies to generate a climate of anti-communist
public Opinion.13 lNow new soviet leadership doe not hesitate
to admit that there has been some alienation of the workers

due to undemocratic centralism and the climate of mistrust

created by to0 much regulating and control of the personal

12, Ibid., p.75

13. Paulos Mar Gregorious, "Restructuring & Upenness in U3SR",
sainstream, Novenmuer 21, 1987, p.11.



life and thought of individual persons. A culture of
repression will thwart eccnomic productivity on the one
hand and can introduce an element of fascism inside

socialism.14

However, these are many soviet 'elites, who recall
the erstwhile stalinist system as a period of glory and
great success. For victory over .agl Germany and large
scale industrialization of Soviet Union. Neo Stalinist
adnit errors but argue that there were an ‘inevitable by
products of revolutionary construction., As far mass
ter.'or and economic aberretions they caution against
over statements. Today there is no denying that the
development of Glasnogst and the expansion of democracy

15

are leading to definite results. Glasnost has fundamen-
ta!ly changed the intellectual milieu, it occurred as
a revolution of expression, the resultant, free discussion,

mutual trust and cultural creativity is seen flourishing.
EDIA:

Glasnost has lifted the curtaiu of secrecy over

many facts, For the first time since the revolution of

14. Ibid., p.11

15. Vladimir CTismaneanu, " “iends & foes of Glasnost",
Orbis, ~ 11 1987, pp 3 -78

-
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uctober 1917, and on the eve of its seventienth anniversary =-
censorship has been virtually abolished in the 3oviet

Union. Editors of various publications, who are assumed

to know just how f&r they can go, have sole responsibility
for what they published, the Soviet press and mass media

are suddenly enjoying immense public~p0pularity.16

Obviously there are so many innovations in the
field of mass media. ne of the most striking feature
is that the discidents are allowed to register their
journals and seek state help to run them. J3everal other
evidences of Glasnost are clearly manifest in official
soviet mass media. Day to day critical articles are being
published. Given the boundaries of permitted criticisms
have been extended and there are articles now being published
in the Soviet Press which only a few years ago would have
laznded their authors in serious trouble or which could
easily dubbed as anti-Soviet slander. Today the changed
atmosphere could be seen in the field of art, literature
and journalism. JSoviet Journalist are also now compaigning
for 'greater freedom of action”, in their investigative
forays against official incompetence, corruption and mis-

deals. A concerted attewpt to promote greater reliance

16. Reloh Miliband, Leo Panitch, John 3aville (eds.) Socialist
Register 1988, The lierlin Press, London 1988, p.i12
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on the mass media, as a agent of public adovacy was
evident in the acsurances of a prominent journalist,
that concerned citizens should not hesitate to contact
the press when ‘'state metho.s and concepts go against

the voice of society.17

Politically sensitive films which were gathering
dust in the shelves are now being shown all over the

18

country. Of late, an anti-Soviet propaganda film

'Amerika' made by American Government, was screened

through-out 3Joviet Union.‘9

Another significant development
is thzt press conferences are being held in Soviet Union,

in the recent part one could nct dream about it,

Now people are free to speak out, so much so
that a Soviet author and son-in-law of Nikita Khruschev,
wikolay Shemelyov has stated the Soviet economy is not
only 'unplanred? but also unplannable and on this ground

demands its dismantling,
DIoLIDETss

#ithin the last two years, about 150 dissidents

17. 1Ibid., p.106

18. Jayashekar, "Dogmas crumble as Glasnost unfolds" Indian
Bxpress, Uctober 10, 1987. -

19. See 'Glasnost Full Stream Ahead in 2nd year" in New Age,
r'larch 8, 1987, p.130
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have been released and more are expected to bpe pardaened
soon. A new approach to the problem of dissenters and
hunan rights, which began some time back with the
perniszion to Sakharov to come back to Moscow and resume
rormal work, is developing., The law relating to mitigation
is being reviewed and it is expected that it will be
changed in thé direction of moderation., And apart

from this other logical development in the new atmosphere
of openness and free expression of criticism could be
apparantly seen. Leading newspaper and T.V. are presenting
uncensored and full text of articles and interviews of
Americuns and VWestern anti-Soviet leading politicians and
journalist. F: rom a pragmatic point of view Glasnost

is a bold attempt by Gorbachev to radically alter the

superstructure in Soviet Union.20

GLAOLUSY Any PARTY:

The debate on Perestroika is vigorously going
on' anong Party cadre and other sections of society. This
reminds one of the 20s debates on industrializati on debate.

Glasnost is also seen in the deliberation of the Party

20. Jayashekar, Op. Cit.
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and in the functioning of the enterprises. Discussions
in these organisations are no longer one sides, they

have their say on rejecting or rectifying decisions and
they are not consicered mere rubber stamps. Unfortunately,
till the recent past media, literature and science kent
the soviet People and leaders largely ignorant of the
malaise arflicting their society. 350 much so that in the
academic field philosophy became symbolic with dogmatism.
Ideology presented fantacies as facts., Vast areas for
crivicism and research were closed. In order to set
right, the wrong tendencies and continuing past mistakes
the policy of 'Glasnost is designed firstly to facilitate
an open acceptance of past mistakes and existence of
crisis in the country., wsecondly, to enable the rejection
of vague notions diverted from reality and the renuncia-
tion of all those outdoted methods. Thirdly, to ﬁelp

the creation of an atmosphere for creative thinking and
innovative ideas so that strateg -  and tactics for

restructuring of society cza be evolved.21

While in English Glasnost has been translated as
openness, 1ts literal neaning is 'say as it is', Under-
standably, Glasnost makes it possible for people to under-

stand better what happened to them in the past and relate

21. Ibid.
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it to what is taking place now. What are they striving
ror and what plans for the future are. Gorbachev believes
that people are becoming increasicgly coavinced that
Glasnost is an etffective renedy for public control over
the cctivities of all government bodies. The mass media
are playing and will continue to play a tremendous role,
although they are not only a chanrel for expressing

the people's will for reflecting their views and moods,
but they are the most representztive and massive rostrum

of Glasnost.22

TUE DEBATE ON HISTORY:

Gorbachev, once meeting leading media representatives.
rouched a very significant aspect -~ that of the approach
to history and literature. He said there should nof be
any blank spot , history should not be presented as an
grtificial and time-serving structure. It is necessary
to assess thne past with a sense of historical responsibility
and are the basis of the historical truth., Feople's
initiative should be promoted, in making them more exacting,
more critical and self-critical in enhancing Glasnost and
in paving the way for tansible changes in people's thinking

and attitude.23

22. liikhail Gorbachev, OUp. Cit., pp 76,77.

23, Eikhail_Gor§ach¢v; uctober Revolution & Perestroika:
evolution Continues", soviet Review, Nov.5, 1987,p.39
e
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Glasnost is not a mere political rhetoric, the .very

fact that there are debates going whether broad openness

is needer and wﬁether demoératization will have undesirable
consequences, In Gorbuchev's view the development of
Glasnost as a way of accumulating ithe various diverse
views and ideas which reflect the interest of all strata.
It will Le diificult to advance if there is not criticism

from below, there cannot be democracy without all this.24

Without Glasnost there cannot be democracy and
without democracy there cannot be socialism. Gorbachev's
perception is that Glasncst is necessary prerequisite

to wake democracy and socialism mure viable.

SATTUnALITY QUESLION:

In the g3oviet Union, once again the nationality
question has become a burning issue., Some analyst attribute
1t to the policy of Glasnost., To some extent, Glasnost
has made the Soviet people fearless in azserting themselves.
Though theoretically, the nationalities problem was resolved

and all kinds of national oppression eliminated in Soviet

24. ikhail Gorbachev, Op. Cit., p.78
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union, 3Suviet claim proves to be rediculous when the
appointment of a Russian as Party Secretary in Kazakhstan
in December 1986 led to riots in Alma Ata. Since then,
several intellectuals from the Asian Republics have con-
demned such excesses, but they have also observed with some
bittertess that the tendency of certain muscovite historians
to glorify Ru;sian's past, encourage Uzbekhs and Xazakhs

25

to do the same for their own past, A second instance,
the recent developments in liagorno Karabakh Autonomous
Region stirred up two neighbouring towns - caucasian
Kepublics ~ Armenia and Azerbaijan - because Karabakh,
wheree the Armenians make up 75 per cent of the population,

forms part of Azerbaijan as an ethnic sub-unit - an autonomou%

ret;ion.26

for a multinational state. like the USSR, the rise
¢f nationalism reprecsents a terrible threat, particularly
the resurgence of Rugsian n.utionalism cen affect the
distribution of power in Soviet Union and alter the

27

whole future course, However, the Soviet leadership

25. Ralph Miliband & others, Op. Cit,, p.32

26. "Will Nationalism "Kock" Soviet Union" Soviet Features
Information deptt., U3UR Embassy, India) April 13,1988.

27, Vladimir, Tismaneanu, QOp. Cit,
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believes that nationalism cannot hamper Soviet Union,
Though no problems are solved without errors. The

strength lies in the ability to admit and correct them.

THE SOVIET POLITY 3 PERESTRVIKA: THE DESATE V4 SOCIALIST
DEIUCRACY:

Assuming the creativity of the masses as a decisive
forge in Perestroika, Gorbachev's @aim-is to promote
democracy in economy, politics and within the party
itself. In a way Gorbachev and his supporters are

criticising the undemocratic way of functioning of the

SOoViet Poyitical structures and the lack of autonomy
within economic and production enterprises. There is

a need for basis reforms in institutional functioning,
however, this does not mean that socialism is in crisis
and there is no way out but to adopt capitalist methods.
Reforms can be conducted in accordance with socialist
choice, In other words, Soviet leaderhsip is working

within socialism rather than ocutside it.28

Gorbachev's
‘reform propossli begins with some significant political

reforms, i.e. democratization of electoral process,

28. Mikhail Gorbachev, Op. Cit., p.36
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80 that the traditional 'control from above' may be balanced
with 'more control from below', that can be done only after
restructuring and increasing rank and file participation

29

in party, government and economic decision making.

There are no two opinions that Gorbachev's proposal
sug;ests wiliingness to risk challenging the entrenched
position and privileges of the party and state apparatus
by giving the public increased say, in political life -

a departure for traditional soviet practice. Gorbachev is
apparently motivated by the realization that masses should
feel that they are involved in every social-political

activity that is going on in the country.30

Every citizen

and rank and file must be given a greater sense of parti-
cipation in governing the country and the party in influencing
decision effecting their lives if they are to be expected

to work harder and more efficiently to help overcome the

country's current socio-economic malaise.

Gorbachev has evidently decided that Perestroika

must acquire fresh impetus, becoming something of a reform

29. Wevner Haln, "Electoral Choice in Soviet Block", Problems
of Communism, March-April 1987, pp29-39.

30. Mikhail Gorbuchev, Qp. Cit., p.37



novement in soviet society, so far there is no clear indication
whether Gorbachev wants to replace the one party political
system by the multi party one. Though some soviet intellec~-
tuals believe that the time has come to introduce political
pluralism into the system. They set forth their views
in a manifesto addressed to the citizené of the Uu3SR. OSigned
movement for socialist review' dated November 21, 1985.
The menifesto states that the cikigls of the soviet economic
order is closely linked with political crisis, freedom of
speech, press and assembly personal imunity, private corres-
pondence and telephone concersations and the freedom to join
organization, Further, the menifesto asserts the need of
an ‘'alternative politicsl organisation.31
Yevgeny Yevtushenko, a leading poet of soviet union
has underscored the need of people's front, a part of
Perestroik or the party of non-party people. The poet
says this people's front is not just a front of resistance
to bhureaucracy, but a front of attack on it., It is a front
of struggle against the dark shcst of the past so that they

will not be reborn at the present., The party of non-party

31. Rober C Tucker,"Gorbachev & the Flight for Soviet Reform", .
world Policy Journal, 1987, Spring, p.178-204.
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is bigger than the coxmunist partyand has as yet fruily
recognised itself as a historical force. Further criticising
consist party he says whether or not a person is a party
menber does not define him morally. The party card is

not yet a reference on advance thinking, or a pure
conscience.32 Gorbachev also realizes it when he says
e do not have an opposition, how then can we monitor
ourselves, only through criticism and self criticism and
must of all throught Glasnost.33 This realization led

himn to make soue innovating experiement in various political

fields,

So far a significant change has beenr introduced
in the electoral system i.e. secret ballot and multi-
candidate election. Almost party organisation, Gorbachev
assented that party leaders including first Secretary,
should be elected by secret ballot and that party committee
members should be allowed to nominate several candidates.

This would increase the responsibility of secretaries

32, Yevgeny Yevtusnenko, "The Party of non-party People™",
liainstream, July 2, 1988, p. 31.

33. Sowergri Bialer, "Gorbachev's Move", Foreign Policy,
ppo 59-87c
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to the party committees that elected them. As regard the
election of deputies for the soviets, the politburo has
decided that multiple cendidate should be fielded rather

than just one.34

Till the recent past not a single assign-
ment to an executive post could be filled without party
approval, but now this practice has been altogether cnanged,
since nop-party members would also be allowed to contest
election, if elected, he might hold a key public post.

With this change the director of industrial and agriculture
enterprises, heads of departments within enterprise and
productionteam leaders and foreman would be elected rather
than appointed from anove. Recently, for the first tiue
in Soviet Union, secret ballot and multi-candidate election
has been experiemented successfully. In Latvia the party
first decretary Boris Puge in an interview to Pravada said
that for a plant director in ILatvia, a contest was held
between two candidates as well as the election of an
agriculture acadeuny rector by secret ballot form a field

35 In the saﬁe interview Pugo revealed

of five candidates.
that some Komsomol organisations have begun holding multi-

candidate election in their own, for the first time in

the country,

34. Robert C Tucker, Op, Cit,
55. Ibid,
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Gorbachev's political reforms appear aimed
at arming ordinary citizens and party cadre with
some weapons against unresponsive officials, there
by reducing the percepiion of gap, eventhough limited
in their effective scope, multi~candidate elections
may give ordinary citizens some sense of being able to
influence their leaders either by directly voting out
unpopular one or by making the unpopular modify their

36

actions to aoid alienting the electorate. This
practice would enable to establish a new relationship
between the leaders and the led so as to close the

gap between them and gradually the process of democrati-

_zation would also be geared up.

The 19th all-union party conference, which was
recently held in Moscow, categorically states 'All party
comnmittees starting at the district and city level shall
be elected for a standard term of 5 years. Simultaneously
a communist shall not hold an elected position in the
CPSU for more than two terns in a row. To ensure better
continuity and effieiency in the performance of deputies,

the standard term of all soviets of people's deputies

36. Ibid.
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in the eountry should be fixed at five years.37

This proposal has been approved by the 19th Party
conference. In the conference Gorbachev asserted that

the reform is based on the transfer of real power into

the hands of the people and their representative bodies

a3 also distribution of power between the party and

fhe state. The idea of granting full power to the

soviets is being re-emphasised the speciality of this
conference was that a new supreme body, the congress

of People's deputies of the U33R will be elected
comprising 2,250 people. It would elect a standing

body of highest authority, the supreme soviet of the

USSR (400-450 memvers). oUne of the most important changes
Gorbachev suggested, was instituting the post of President
of the USSR Supreme 3oviet, to be elected and recalled

oy secret ballot by the congress of People's

38

deputies.

Now the president of the Presidium of the UsSR

Supreme sSoviet would enjoy real powers and handle the

39

issue of domestic and fcreign policy. This it would be

37. Theses of the CP3U Central Cormittee for the 19th
All-Union Party Conference", Moscow News, June5, 1988,p3

38. "Lews & Views from the Joviet Union", Vol.XILVIII, N.116,
29 June, 1988,

39, Ibid., pp4,5



some sort of presidential form of Government.

It is an estazblished fact that democracy in
socialist socisty begins with democracy in the party
itself. If'the Coirmunist party can tolerate diverse
groups and factions within the party, certainly if
will open a new chapter of party democracy. To democratize
and modernize the Soviet political system which is so
deeply entrenched in the eccnomic and social fabric
0f soviet society - first requires, reforming the communis?t
party. Une of the reasons of ongoing changes in the
electoral process is that the out come of the realization
that accountability of commuaist lezders to party meumbers
is an urgent necessity bureaucratization from top to
Llower echelons of local leaders has generated cycophancy
towvards the top lsadership in the Communist Party.40 It
has often been stated that the dictatorship of the
proletariat was really replaced by the dictatorship of

bureaucrzecy., Within the party, in general mediocritics

triumphed.?! Therefore democratization of politburo

and secretariat is first and foremost necessity.

40. Silvice Brucan, "Political rReform in the Socialist 3ystem!

— - e e e e e

41, Yevgeny Yevtsuhenko, Op. Cit., p.32



In order 10 understand the mechanism and dynamism
of the present politicsl system and its potential for
chan;es, a3 tGorbachiev has envisaged, a clear distinction
needs to be nade between leadership and apparat,

Those who hold commanding positions in the Socialist system
in the governwment and adminisﬁétion,.the military and

the states coercive forces are recruited from the apparat.
Though those who are working commending position in Soviet
union, do not constitute a separate class in Marxist terms,
the apparat is nevertheleus an obserwable, differentiated
interacting social strata, made up of full tiue party

and government officials who run all the state institucions,
civil and military, they would well be described as the

ruling social group in the soviet Union.42

some analyst have pointed out that the Soviet
political system lack any feed back., It has no tray
of correcting its mistakes, its principle historical
fault lies in its states quo inclination - its resistance
to.change and progress - which is probably the greatest
paradox in history, for a society that is supposed to

lead and march inzo the future.43

42, Silvice 3rucan, Op. Cit.

43. Ibid,
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These problems may w@ll be changed as the new leader-
ship is aware of soviet political and therefore prepared
to breakaway from the dogmatic past by throwing tke
soviet system into open practice with a determination

to reinvigorate and revawp its social, political and
economic scene. Certain recent initiatives of soviet
leders has resulted in some significant changes in

the systen, which has sparked off new development

that are being watched with intense interest in the

world,

An assessment of all retrospective reforms in
Soviet union, clearly shows that in the case of Joviet
Union, the leadershio is not in independent variable.
Here the example of Khruschev and Kosygin would suffice.
Lhruschev'!s »llicies and initiztive came into conflict
with the vested interest of the apparat, even Kosygin's -

moderate reforms were sabotaged and eventually nullified.

The 80s Soviet union is a modern industrial
country, dominated by zn educated working class and
several million scientist, engineers and managers,
consequently it cannot be governed in an old fashion,

This is where two generation part ways, one generation
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is emotionally attached with old ways and is a victim

of tradition, while the other is not.** Gorbachev
represents the mood and aspirations of the new géneration,
explicitly, which are a supporting force to Gorbachev's
initiative, if any miscalCulation is made, Gorbachev
might meat the fate like of his precedent technocrats

who dominate this new generation would judge policies
pragmatically and one of their whose top prioties ore

economic reform,
THE SUVIET ECUNONY: PROUBLEMS AND RESTRUCTURING:

Under Gorbachev, multi-dimensional reform
process, could ve seen in three major areas in the
soviet Union, policy reforms, organizational administ-
rative reforms and structural - institutional reforms.
The first is directed at changing long standing policies &
its major instrument is the redistribution of resources.
The second is directed at changing and streamlining the
decision-making process, its major instrument in over

organisation of the existing administrative wnits, The

44, JTbid.



third is directed at chznging the economic structure,

its major instruments arse fundamental reorientation of
priority and major shift in the power of existing institu-
tions. unly the third type of reforms can be called
radical and fundamental - it is these reforms that cross

the parameters of existing Soviet economic system,

The Prime motive behind Pereétroika is the need
to improve economic performance. The Soviet leadership
has recognised that the existing system of econoumic planning
and management is the hyper centralised 'command system!
established under a‘talin.45 At 27th CPSU Congress, Gorbachev
identified certain dee rooted problems like stagnation
and intertia in Soviet economy. Attacking the wrong
tendencies prevailing in the system as bribery, abuse of
official position for personal gain, alcohalism , gbsent-
ecism, systematic theft of public prbperty. The illegal
underguard economy (second economy) which has over the
years become a basic pruveyor of service to the population,
and other malpractices, Gorbachev stressed the need of

accelerating and all round intensification of the Soviet

economy. He also focused on the need for eliminating from

45. Ralph Miliband & others, Op. Cit., p.132.
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society of the distortions of socialist ethics and
the importance of the consistant implementation of the

principles of social justice.46

Sidney poss a Jovieto-
logist has noticed that Soviet Union is on the cross

roads in its evolution, 3oviet Socliety is increasingly
aflicted by anomie and a wave of individualism from

top to bottom is eroding the traditional values of
collectivism and self-sacrifice for building national
pouer and there are symptans of a wide spread lack

of belief and purpose. lassive zgh-Ohalism in the

work force resulted in zn adverse impact on economic
performance, rummers of corruption ta~iled even Brezhnev's

famil circle.47

Against corruption, Gorbachev has
bunched a campaign, His disciplinary measures is =
disciplining managers, tightening up administration and
serving notice to corrupt bureaucrats, dismisaing them
and then efficient punished. Since he came to power,
200,000 party officials have been investigated for
corruption and 100,000 corrupt and ageing officials

dismissed.48

One of the most alarming features of ach-ohalism

in Soviet Union is with respect to per capital consumption

46. Mikhall Gorbachev, Op. Cit., pp34, 35.

47. Bidney Ploss, "A New Soviet Era"? Foreign Policy,1986-
87, pp. 46, 60. ‘

India, August 1, 1987, ev Pennomenon” The Times of
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of z2lcohal in the form of strong alcoha@lic beverages

the US.R ranks first in the world., Consequently, people's
healsn has faced hazards and mental disorders, chromic
and acute poisoning, violence and accidents have resulted
due to alcoholism. Another striking feature of alcoholism
in the Soviet Union is the very rapid growth of consumption

49 Price hike of vodka

per person fifteen years and older.
was essentially a result of understanding the danger of

uging excess alcohal, so that alcoholism may be controlled.

Gorbachev's strategy for economic development of
the USSR and changes he intend to bring about in key
economic sector such as agriculture and industry are also
equally significant, along with these superstructural
reforms., ‘“hether Gorbachev indends to modify the Stalinist
econcmic wocdel of Soviet Union. Will Gorbachev succeed
where Kosygin failed? VWhat are some of the vital issues
wvhich will have global consequences whether Gorbachev

succeeds or fuils.,

Announcing economic reforms, Gorvachev proposed
certain managerial, agricultural, marketing reforms. He

feels that it is the high time to put an end to the practice

49. Vladmir G. Treml, "Alcohol abuse and quality of life
in the US3R", Selmut Sormen feld (ed), Soviet Politics
in _the 1980s, A West view, Replica BditIon, pp 55,56
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of ministries and departments exercising petty tutelage
over enterprises. Ministries should concentrate their
attention on technical policy, on inter sectral proportions
and an meeting the demands of the national economy for
high grade out put by their industries. Enterprises and
organisation should be given the right to sell products

to one another independently of what they produce over

and above the plan.’®

Analysing the 3oviet economic
proolems the present leacdership found that economic

growth was slowing down. In the last fifteen yeast the
national income growth rates had declined by more than

half and by the beginning of the eighties had fallem to

a level close to economic stagnation.s1 In the April

plenum 1985 Gorbachev asserted that real possibility existed
for accelerating growth rate and a substantial growth

is quite feasible,

The new leadership understands the labour producti-
vity and product quality will not increase significantly
if workers, engineers, managers and peasnats are denied
significant incentives designed to reward their labour.

Thus the necessity for material incentives is to be given

a new focus.

50. liikahil Gorbachev,"Political Report, 27th CP3U Congress"

February 25, 1986, Reprints from the Soviet Press,
New York.

51. 1liikhail Gorbachev, Op Cit., p.19
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The leadership recognise the need to accelerate
the consumer revolution in order to preserve socio-political
stapility., It is also necessary to stop peoples alienation
from the regime and to raise the productivity of labour

and capital.52

In the_doviet Union, the system of work
place participation inherited from the Brezhnev period

is based upon an explicit rejection of both the pluralist
and self-menagement models. Soviet theorist have tradi-
tionally rejected the notion that the pluralist idea of
conflicting valuer 2and interest is casually applicable

to socialist society. The actual institution that exists

to facilitate collectivist participation by Soviet workers
are quite numerous, They include such socio-political
institutions as peoples central committees, comerades'
courts, the local soviets and Xomsomol and Party organisation
A law on labour collectives was legislatured on 1984, the
law specifies that general meetings and the members of the
labour collective must take place at least twice a year

to discuss matters related to labour discipline. Technical
innovation, training and economic development use of
reéources, collective agreements, organization and remuner-
ation of labour and the working social and cultural condi-

tions of employees.53

52. Seweryn Bialer, QOp. Cit.

-3, Russel Bora, "On Perestroika: The Role of work place
rerticipation"”, Problems of Conmmunism, July-August, 1987,




WVORKER MANAGEME4T:

According to Soviet law, all economic institutions
employing more than 300 people are required to elect a
tproduction conference', The function of these production
conferences are that every thing is to be considered,
Within the purview of the general workers meeting. The
trade union is another siémificant.institution in the
USZR, shortly after 27th CP3U Congress, a law on state
enterprises was adopted, reemphasising the desirability
of increasing the participation of the entire labour
collectives in the management of enterprise activity.

This law proposes the creation of two new mechanism.54

The first mechanism is the election of managerial personnel.
The second one is to create a new institution in the
enterprise called the 'collective labour council'.

Gorbachev sees workers active participation as means

of monitoring and controlling the Soviet economic burear-

cracy.

Some VYestern observers consider that the main
factor that can impede the extensive reform and decentral-
ization of the soviet economy is the fear of a loss of

political control at the centre. On the contrary,

54, Ibid,



Gorbachev has succintly put‘forward the views that all
efforts towards changing the structure of the national
economy and transfering it to the track of intensive
develonment and accelerating scientific and technological
progress prompted even more urgently the need for a radical
reform of the economic wechanism and for reformulating the

entire system of economic management.55

But the

llestern understanding does not seem to be correct because
from the very beginning Gorbachev has stressed the need

of democratization and decentralization of economy, especial
industrial management, ongoing reforms, are graduzlly

paving the way for more flexible limited competetive

econony.

Reviewing past mistakes regarding management reforms
Gorbachev opined that those attempts were neither radical
nor consistant, The concept of the June 1987 plenary
meeting is completely new and provides for fundamental
changes in every aspect, for example, from transfer of
enterprises to the complete cost accounting a radical
transformation of the centralized wmznagement of economy,
fundamental changes in planning a reform of price formation

systems and the financial and crediting mechanism., One

55. HMikhail Gorbachev, Op. Cit., p.83
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night ask where from Perestroika will be started? IFrom

the centre or from primary levels? As Soviet economy

is a planned and over centralised one, Gorbachev sees

the raticnale in starting restructuring from the centre

56

and then management level to the primary level enterprise.

“hus this seems 10 ve ‘Changes froz above.,'!

The CP3U Centrzl Committee has already endersed
all the principle innovations of Gorbachev's reform
propos:1ls, in the une 1987 plenum. ~Now with the imple=-
mentaiion of the new law on state enterprise, decentral-
zotion would begin in the pierarchal  administration
system. The Comnunist Party will not able to fully
control the outcome oI elsctions and elected officials
no longer subject to dismiszal by the party organs, Thus
decentralization of the economic decisiony making prucess

vould lezd to the development of self-management.
JHE ISLos o PRICES:

One of the weakest links in the Soviet economic
gystem has been the system cf price setting. It has been
the subject of much debate and controversy among Soviet

ists rs
economé and planneé. Some of whom have come to accept the

56. Ibid., p.84
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concept of scarity pricing and marginal costs and fundamental

conponents of an efficient economic system. One price

issue the 1987 June plenum could not arrive at any

consesus. Therefore it is left for further discussion

on a country wide basis.57
One of the most dangerous, sensitive and contra-

dicting aspects of the restructuring project is the

issue of price. wsoviet economy needs radical price reforms

and canaot progress without it., For the simple reason that

price reforms in the Joviet Union must not encompass

simply consumer good but also internal commodity and

industrial prices. As a result Price reform will inevitebly

rise the cose of living for the people and when that happens

a dangerous anti-Perestroika climate and be formed and

exploited. Some economist are sensitive to this dilemma

facing Gorbachev., Here to cite a relevant example is

what . Alexandrava wrote in literaturaya gazeta', August

12, 1987, "I fear that in the event of an increase in

the prices of food products pzople could turn away from

Perestroika, considering it to be nothing but a"Chatter

boX" whict only makes prices jump beyond all limits

and then the true opponents of Perestroika will raise

their heads, in whose threzts Glasnost and democratization

stick.bB

57. dJohn E. Tedstnon, "un Perestroika: Analysing the Basic
Provisions' Problems of Communism, July-August, 1987,
op. 93-98

58. Dev HMHurarka,"Battle in Russia s5till on Stalin, The Times
of Indla, April 7, 19€2 p.4.




REFUtlING THE AGRARIAN SECTOR:

Agriculture is a major problem for Soviet Union,
Cver the period of time the nature of problem and the soviet
governments attitude to it have been changing significantly.
Lgriculiural share in Soviet gross national product has
been consistantly declining. Low consumer prices for food
vere only maintained through the use of a large growing

level of subsidies.59

Since the March 1965 plenum, agricul-
tural reform has been on the political agenda in the Soviet

Union,

Gorbachev had been in charge of the party's agri-
cultural department since 1978 and was probably involved
in the food programme from its inception. As for some years
he had been supervising the country's problem of agriculture,
s0 it is natural to assume that he is aware of the food

problem, which is of great concern to him,

At 27th CPSU Congress Party's agrarian policy was
outlined, which was more or less based on May 1982 plenum,
which gave top priority to the issue. In this plcnum,

broadly the food programme policy of USSR was formulated

59. K.M. Miller & others (eds.) Gorbachev at the Helm?
Croom Hew, London, 1987, p.161
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g~ ac to s0lve the food problem. Tt is evident from the
political report that a deecisive turn is needed in the
acrarian sector. There is a noticesble improvement in the
food supply already during the 12th five yecr plan period.
Gorbachev stressed the need for an increased growth rate
of farm production and to insure a substantial increase in
the per capital consumption of meat, milk, vegetable and
fruits.60 The focus is also on the effective use in the
agro-industrial complex which are a necessary suplement

to the agrarian sector.

A principle characteristic of the Soviet system
is the primacy of politics over economy. Though economic
growth is of crucial importance to the leadership but it
cannot be left to the managers who directly administer the
Soviet economy. Economic prlorities are set in accordance
with the political priorities of the leadership. The admini-
stration and impiementation oF the economic plans is designed
in such a way that will not inmpinge on the political power
of Soviet leadership. VWhile economic factors and considera-
tion in themselves do not determine the formulation of their

goals and the methods by which they are to be attained.

60. See 27th CPyU Congress document,
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Trus some observers have intered that redical economic
reform in the normal sense are impossible in the Soviet
union, what is possible are rudical political reforms that

. 6
have fundamental economic consequences, !

Though, as yet a complete, concrete and comprehen-—
sive model for reform does not exists, however, measures
for reforms particularly personnel changes and cuts in
size of supervisory economic cadres have been creating
healthy tensions within the burezucracy. The limits of
Gorbachev in fully committed to revitalizing the country.
He knows the potential and formidable threat to his success
lies ahead. At a meeting of the Leningrad Party orgﬁnization
on iay 17, 1985, Gorbachev made his position clear and
warned we must of course, give all our cadre the stage
and they must adopt themselves accordingly. But any one
who is not prepared to adopt and who, moreover, impedes the-
resolution of these new tasks should get out of the way and

not interfere.62

The important theme of Gorbachev's first
year as a General Secretary, was that no ministry and no

republican or regioral party organization should remain

61. Jeworyn Bialer, Joan Afferica, "The Genesis of Gorbachev's
world", Urbis, Vol.64, 1985-86, pp 605-609.

62. liikbhail Gorbachev, Op. Cit.,
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beyond criticism. It was pointedly reiterated. Une
could argue that so far he has not gone peyond rhetoric,
but practice shows that he has successfully created a
climate of opinion for change. Frequently open

on reform also appeared in the leading soviet newspaper.
Undoubtedly, it a healthy sign and this is exactly what

Gorbachev wants.

While speaking on economic restructuring, Gorbachev
not only used the term reform rather he terns this as
radiczal reform is needed. We are only at the start of the
journey.. to restructure the economic mechdanism in the
condition of our country with its i .mense, complex economy
requires time and energy. He knows the constrain to both

. . 6
covert and overt opposition to economic reform, 3

However, a scholar on soviet affairs, has observed
wnat the otalinist economic model which characterized
by high level of centralization in planring and management
over emphasis on heavy industry, autarchy in economic
development has been undergoing some changes for nearly
64

two decades and Gorbachev's new policy and programme

635. Ibid.

64. R.G. Gidadhubli, "Economy Breaking with the Past™",
viorld Focus, 1986, Vol. 17, ppi13, 18.
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might speed up the process of change.

Gorbachev 1s agaiurct

‘market socialism!

but

at the same time he does not believe that the Soviet

economy can dispense entirely with the Market.Gj

far the goal of radical soviet

—

30

economic reformers - explicit

recognition of a role for the market as well as for

central strategic economic decision making have been

recognised only at the level of legzlitzing small scale

private enterprise.

economy as a whole will be the

principle into areas of the socialised economy.

S5ut of great importi.nce for the

extens—~ion of market

Gorbachev

hes clearly mentioned that an attempt to fix all price

admninistratively leads to many
not feasivle also, S0 far his
within the soviety economy has
of advocating a greater role
tions.66 Gorbachev's measures

far,have been directed more at

than at promoting structural change.

and wmarketing are tvo importznt areas of reforms.

nroblems, moreover it is
supsort for a market element
been in the coded language
for 'commodity-money rela-
in the economic field so
improving human performaice

Agricultural production

Agricul-

ture already contains a significant private section in

soviet Union given the apportunity this sector can grow

the Soviet Union", Qrbis,

65. Archie Brawn, "Changes in
1986, Vol.64, pp.1049 & 1065.
66. A4rchie Brawn,

today, June 1927, Loud:n,

"The Gorbachev's offensive", Larxism

pp26~50.
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quickly and deliver the required goals by expanding

private plots and land. ZEZncongraging private activities,
creating the so called family brigade'. OUn the collective
forms, Gorbachev is determined to provide such opportunities,
these measures are meant to stimulate the farmers to produce
more, The marketing of farmsrs produce is to be improved

by expanding cooperative enterprises-and by tying the

, 6
farms to the urban market. 7

In the Soviet Union, there is a possibility for
expanding private enterprise in a limited way so as to
encourage creativity and autonomy. JItems as restaurants,
repair shops and small production units of basic consumer
goods are being encouraged. By implication it could make
a difference for the urban living masses, this system
will 2e replaced by a new administrative methods of manage-
ment and economic instruments that will abolish central
planning and the management ¢f enterprise will enjoy
independence. Thus leading to a new system of quality

control price formation encouragemént of comple~tion
and increase of the role of money, credit and profit in

economic activity,

67. Seweryn 3diusler, Op, Cit.
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According to one school of Marxist interpretation,
the changes in the base leads to corresponding affects
in the superstructure. In the case of the Soviet Union,
shaking up of the economy cannot be accomplished without
a perallel shaking up of the political system. The
econonmic batiles have herdly began yet, it is the political
battle which are preoccupying the antagonists as wellas
the protagonist of Perestroika., However, we would cater
to the belief that there is no exact replica of base -
superstructure relations., The relations are so closely
interlinked that socio-political changes can change the
bus as easlly as economic changes influencing the super

struc ture,

One can see the limits of Gorbachev's liberalization
There is always a danger that if Glasnost sur-vives, the
popular pressures for greater democracy may become over
stronger and more difficult to comntrol. This is what
the anti-reformers in the bureaucracy are scared of.
there is a hypothetical question that what sections of
society are likely to resisv Gorbachev long term project?
There is first to bulk of the bureaucracy, the conservative
elenent, the most powerful force in the sense of numerical
strength is enormous., If thne working class and other

section give their allegiance to the new leader, though
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even then, there is likely to be a fierce struggle.
However, the bureaucracy alone will not be in a position
to nullify the whole reform programme initiated by
Gorvuchev, Because the rising expectations of Soviet
peoples in the event of sporadic opposition by conservatives.
Ultinately, the soviet peorle will have to take a position.
It is the people who are tc reject or accept Perestroika.
Gorbachev  stated at 19th Party conference that 'it is
our party and civic duty to rehabilitate those who in the
past fell victim to unjustified political accusations and
lawlessness', im a crucial one., This statement is just

the begin:ing but bound tOpfgpal far reaching effects

in assessing and in the rewriting of the history of
communist movement., wune should not be surprised if the

woviet Union sends shock waves, in the process of exposing

stalinist pericod.
PRUBLENDS ur DISAIAMNENT AunD wid TILIKING:

Gorbachev has also shown his profound concern
Over nuclear weapons, the long standing tension in the
international relaticns and the very future of our planet.

Analysing deep noted international conflict, Gorbachev
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sucgest that a scientific policy must be built on strict
ascessment of reality of the world today due to the
accumulation of vast militery avsenals, both conventional
and nuclear of the united states and Soviet Unicn. This
places on those two countries a special responsibility

tu the +whole world. It is impossible to move toward more
harmonious relations beiween the USSR and USA while
mesnerized by ideological myths.68 Gorbachev feels that
there is a connection between the way in which Soviet Union
works at home and the way the west respond. Moreover,
due to lack of communicatiJm'aetween the Soviet and
American people, they dc notu respect or understand one
another well enough. This in the root of problem., This
type of relationship needs to be over hauled and there

exists the need to infuse a great amount of feeling, for

mutual understanding and nutual communication in the world.

The major problem that stands in the way of good
Joviet-Americen relations is the arms race and the belief
tha* strategic parity is n»cessary. In the political
report of the the CPsU Central Committee to the 27th
Congress February 25, 1986, Gorbachev decried the theories
of 'containment' and deterrenceand over whelming emphasised
that the objective conditions have take shape in which con -
frontation between cepitalism and socialism can proceed

only and exclusively in the framework of peaceful competitiouns

68. Iliikhail Gorbac' v, Op. Cit,, pp 12,211.



and peacefal control.69 Gorbachev believesthat at the
present land of technological and organisation of
production, the demilitarisation of economy is feasible

and capitalist countries can be persuaded to pursue‘a
r.tional, human and equualitarian foreign policy while
their home policy continue to be based on safe uarding
ruthless monopoly, capitalist exploitation? The Soviet
Union is extremzely critical of the American strategic
defence initiative (SDI) programme and have put forward

foer reaching disarmacent programwmes. 7This is a matter

of life and death for all of mankind, and Mikhaill Gorbachev
has advanced a number of proposals not only for eliminating
intermeciate range nuclear missiles altogether, for cutting
the strategic nuclear arseral by 5C per cent ag a first
otep towards their elimination and to reduce conventional
forces and wespons, but 21s0 to creat a new climate of
autual thrust and coopereiion in which a new system of

comprehensive ¢loval security can be devsloped.

Disarmament, development and the establishment
0f a comprehensive systew of global security-these three
aspects are inter-dependent and have to be fostered

as a programme for humanity as a whole - this is a ethical

69. Iikhail Gorbachev, 27the CP3U Congress, Political Report
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issue, 1t is a matier of society the vision of a new united,
disarmed humanity working in scientific, technical and
culturzl collaboration to make 1ife on this planet worthy

of the dignity of auman being. '©

Gorbachev openly accepts tne fact that nc doubt
they are doing all thut is necessary ﬁo maintain an upto
date and reliaole defences system but 1% is not out of
their choice, rather it ras been imposed upon them, . XNever
theless the ooviet leadership feel that in today's situation
of strategic statem2nt it would seem logical to halt the
arms race and get duwn to disarmament.71 If practically

tl.e process of disarmsment is not started the ver
P

existence o manking will be on a precipice.

In the present international situation with the
nuclear arms race at it is followed conflicts and the waxr
danger growing, Gorbachev hay emphusised that making inter-
national relations more human is the only way out - and though
that is a difficult thing to do, the need is to rise above
ideological differences to mzke the world a safer place
to live, let every one make his own choice and let us all

respect that choice and for that a new mode of political

70. ravlos lav Gregomios, "Restructuring and openness in the
USoR'!', iainsiream, wovemcer 21, 1987.

71. Iikhail Gorbachev, Up. Cit., p.218,
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thiniting is neceswa:y.72 Gorbachev is fully convinced that
all realictic minded people in America and elsewhere,
zenuninely want cooperatiion, not confrontation. After
bwcoming General secretary, Uorbachev's peace initiative
at the Summit Meetings in Rykjavik and Geneva have been

good begirnuing in this direction.

Eyuating Gorbachev's peace initiatives with that
of Khruschev, world help us to understand, Potential
and limits of their new phenomenon, Khruschev's failed
attexnpt at reform grow out of a legitimation crisis that
is the crisis of the regime. Gorbachev's drive for change!
is an extremely incomplete story as yet, It has been emerging
out of zn economic crisis, a crisis of ruling stratum with
wide sociological implications as well as a demographic

crisis.

L very simple fact lay at the root of the legitimation
crisis Khrusehev inherited - stalin had become aushori-
tzrian and to sole ruling man in the sSoviet Union supported
by a self-intereste-’ bureaucracy. Gorbachev has inherited
the management of a state with an economic crisis and
economy whose growth rate was deter i@ting. Within a

short period of time, Gorbachev's offensives have been

72. Ibid., p.221.



successful to some mezsure and a triumphal march almost
without resistance. It is precisely this self accepting
pace of the new line that creates oura of radicalism and

thorough going change around Gorbachev.73

There is an another apparent difference under the
policy of Glasnost, Gorbachev's oponents donot fear for
their lives so did Khruschev's. In order to be successful,
Gorbachev will have to detcal conservatives in the state
and party apparatusrwithout mwa jor-social upheavals. Gorbachev
and his supporters are aware that for this they need to
gain popular support of the Soviet people to implement the
new strategy. Thus in the whole Gorbachev's chances for

success seem vetter than kKhruschev,

Basically, it is difficult to differentiate between
Khruschev's policy of peaceful-coexistence and Gorbachev's
llew thinking for disarmerent. Neediess to say Gorbachev
seens to follow a similar path which Khruschev had cherished.,
Unce khruschev responded to an American Journalist in 1961
we .(the soviet union and the united states) are the strongest
countries in the world and if we unite for peace there can

be no war, than if any madman wanted war, we would but have

7%, A4gnes Heller & Ference Feher, "Khruschev & Gorbachev:
A contrast", Discent, Winter 1988, pp 6,10.
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74 The entire world

to shake out fingures 'to0 warn him off.
¥novus what happened of those fantancies, just after one
year the 42 place of U3A was found to be spying over the
30viet Union and conseguently the Cold ‘Jar between the

two countries continued.

Similarly, in the late 1980s, Gorbachev is also
trying the same. Jome critics feel that this is 1idealizing
US imperialism. The pitfsall lies in war expecting co-operation
from United States, we would consider that if at all USA
adopts realism and stops the militarization of space and
nuclear armament. It would do so under popular pressure and
not because of surrender to human consideratisns, Moreover,
new soviet leudership does not take into account the vested
interest of elites, military and industrial nexus in the
United states. In fact, to ignore the very economic system
of America, will really lead to an un-fiarxist assement of

today's world in the name of new thinking and realism,

However, there is not denying that Gorbachev has
launched a new era, while the final outcome cannot be
predicted at this moment. Yet Gorbachev's efforts are

dal nting in their scope. They are also highly uncertain

T4. See Pravada (Septewber 1961), quoted in Liberation,
February, 1988.
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in their prospects. Gorbachev faces resistance from
bureaucrats and regi.nal leaders, who do not favour his
attempts to re-emerge the soviet economic political and
culturzl life, Western observers might see boyish enthu-
sias@ in Gorbachev's new +hinking but he is the man who
earnestly wishes his country to turn into a model of highly
developed state and into a nost advanced economy and

socizl democracy., Human and lofty ethics where the working
man would feel he is a master of the world and would

enjoy benefits of material and spiritual culture, where

the future children would be secure, where they would have
everything tiat is necessary for a full and interesting
life.75 Some one has rightly said that to re-build the
Soviet Union, Gorbachev is in need of Bolsheviks who are
softers and dedicated and would be committed for
redefining communism. Perestroika and Glasnost could be
well under noted in the very spirit of Gorbachev's dream.
Tnis campaign for democratization and restructuring needs
to be encouraged, because the reversal of current trends
and the defeas of Gorbachev would not be in the long term

interest neither of the people or 3oviet Union nor of the

world.

75. Jeweryn Bialer, "Gorbachev Move", Foreign Policy,
Fall 1987, p.59-87.
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If Gorbachev fails or succumb to his opponents,
that will indicate that stalins tyrenny hurt the country
s0 deeply and pervasivelythat there is little hope for

giccess of a reform movement in Soviet Union.

Certainly this break-through wzs imperative for
soviet society. Gorbachev, the most thoughtful and sensi-
tive leader has shown his political will to o further
come whatl ever may. Some oOne has remarked,whether
Gorbauchev's policy and programie succeed or not, will be
judged by the inevitable march of history, but his
sincerity of purpose and determination appear to provide
his country man a beacon of hope for a better life, if

not a workers paradise.76

Of course, the outcome of
the Gorbachev's reform programme remains to be seen, the

whole world is watching it with intense curiosity.

76. Ibid.
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THE POST-MAD CHINA'S POLITICS OF SOCIALIST MODERNIZATION

"The day the four Modernization Programme is realized will
mark the day of Capitalist restoration®™ Gang of four
"Backwardness must be recognized before it can be changed.
One must learn from those who are advanced, ===-=-=-- Indepe~
ndence doss not mean shutting the door on the world, no doss
sel f-reliance mean blind opposition to every thing foreign.
Science & Technology are part of the wealth created by all

1
mankind. Qe ng Xiasoping

In the post liberation history of China, Mao -Tse~Tung's
death in 1976 and subsequently arrest and Purge of the "Gang
of four" brought immediate and stupendous changes in the
entire development strateqy and political orientation of the
new leaders, particularly since tte rise of Deng Xiaoping in
1987, and with the rehabilitation of a number of cadres who
had been suppressed earlier.

Having experienced a series of convulsions and set_
backs China esmbarked on an ehterprise, the aim of which is
the Modernization of China. Soon after Mao's death, his
successors started reassessing the whole course of Post
Liberation China's development as well as Mao's role.
Reviewing the disastrous cultural revolution, the 'Gang of

four' was held solely responsible for the excesses and

1. Deng Xiao%ing, "Speeches & Writings," Perqanon Press,
Oxford, 1984, p.45,
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atrocities. As & reaction, the new leadership (Dengist)
waged a propoganda war and & slander compaicn against the
'Gang of four'. This practice continued for years in China.

But along with all these dramatic developments a
striking feature also emeraed i.e. the revival of many orig-
inal Merxist concept and Orthodox Merxist-Leninist Perspective
and the re-examination of the basic laws of economic develo-
pment.2 Since the 12th Congress, Moderni;ation has bescome
the control issue and Mao's doctrine of the continuous class
struggle under Socialism has been replaced by the belief of
the witherinq away of class struggle. After initiating an
open door policy, China sought new reletionships with Ues=
tern Countries, especiallywith ths United States. In the
domestic field the commune system has been dismantted (off-
icially called restruct¥red ) and replaced by the contract
responsibility system,

Many China watchers have suspscted the neu leadership
as revisionist and capitalist roaders, Precissly this is
vhat the Gang of four has been arquing against new leadership.
Meanuhile China's new leadership has also advanced arquments
to justify new politiecal 1lins and new course of economic
development, of course, every thing is debatable in politics,
so is Chinasneu development strateqy.

Since China adopted the Modernization Programme, her

economic structure has been considerably changed and by

2. Maurice J. Meisner, "the Chinese Rediscovery of Karl Marx:
Some Reflection on postMaoist Chinese Marxism,"

Bulletin:¢c concerned Asi-n Scholars, July1965 p.2.
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inplications political reforms are also underuay. Today
Chinese are ready to abondon gyen Marxist tenets in favour

of 'Pragmatisr', Naturally China's new ideology has raised
several relevant questions, some of them are : What has ch-~
anged in China? Why? 1Is it bacause of any political-scono=-
mic crisis? All such questions have stirred up unusually st-
rong reactions throughout the world and have caused sharp
division of opinion about China's neuw policy. One interpre-
tation of recent developments in China is that the multitudes
of innovations sirce the death of Mao donot represent a rev-
ersal of basic policy. Rather were designed to cope with
newly arising problems or to correct former mistakes and ex~
cess.3 Post Mao leadership has been ggpappling with all kind
of political-sconomic problems. And, there is no denying
that China has raised so many questions as they have solved.

In order to gragp the politics of Modernization it is
imperastive to analyse later complex developments as the
necessity for reform, reasons and problems in policy shifts
in China,

In China as a result of redecovering Marxism, China's
feudal Past is no more recognised as a boon to China's
Socialist Construction. China still suffers from the weight
of its long history, a past which manifests itself in the
present both in the form of a heritage of economic backward-

ness and the persistengg of a deeply inqrained 'feudal

3. China since Mao (Editorial) monthly Review Summer 1978
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conciousness'., New Chinese leadership has realized that
the economic and idelogical burdens of the past make the
development of Socialism far more difficult & legnthy
process than hither to anticipated.4 Lenin had remarksd
that the more backward the country, the more difficult
its transition from capitalism to Socialism, Contrary to
this, Mao belisved that the backwardness were destined to
soon overtake the advance, However, today this popular Ma=-
glst nation is being refuted and condemned as ‘utopian’
and reectionary. The Post Mao leadership sees the main
contradiction between advanced production relation and ba-
ckward productive fofces. Hence, to develop productivs
forces jg an objective necessity. To develop the social
productive forces is one of the basic tasksof the dicte~
torship of the proletariat and to bring about such deve-
lopment with technical innovation & techniecal revélution
as the prime mover , constitutes  an important aspects

continueing the revolution under the protetarian dictator-

ship.5

Indeed, the Chinese revolution had by-passed capita=-
lism, in the life time of Mao, it was believed that yet
uncorrupted by capitalism China was closer to the reali-

zation of socialism then the industrialized countries of

4, Maurice 3. Meisner, op cit p.9.

§. Linkang, "Isit necessary to develop the productive forces

in the continuing the revolution," Peking Review, January
27, 1978. p.E.




100

west. Nouw the Chinese no more cherish such a nation, rat-
her the absence of a full & genuine capitalist phase of
development in modern Chinese history is regarded as a
great historical tragedy. If China avoided many of the
evils of cepitalism, it suffered all the more because the
abortiveness of capitalism facijitajed the persistence of
its pernicioys feudalheritage and that heritage survived
into post revoluticnary era, distorting the political &
economic life of the neu society.6

To over come economic backwardness, the new lead-
ership emphasised theneed to speed up economic construction
under the plan of four Modernizations', Deng Xiaoping
lighlighted the four Modernization at the opsning cere-
mony of the National Science Conference of China, asserted
that the crux of the four Modernization was the mastery
of Modern Sciencse and technology. Without modern science
and technology, it would be imposible to build modern aqr-
.iculture, modern industry or modern national defence. Wi~
thout a high speed development of science & technology it
is imposible to develop the national economy at high speed.7
Moreover, Marxism consistently hold that science & techno-
logy ére part of the productive forces,

Modernization is not simply an economic question, it
is a serious political question . Socialist construction

in post revolutionary China has not reached to a dsad end.

6. Maurice J. Meisner, op.cit, pp9.10,

7. Deng Xiaoping. op.cit, p.10.
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Strateqy & policy shifts sugnests that China is looking
for its ouwn course of development. Marxist pglisve that
socialist systems are superior. In the final analysis
this is because the socialist system can created higher
labour productivity & make the national economy develop
faster than capitalism. Slogans like 'catching up with
west' & overtaking the industrial achievements of advanced
capitalist countries, are apparently based on this und-
erstanding. After having accomplishedsocialist Moderniza-
tion., China could complete with western countries and
super sede them,

Some observers have criticised policy shift in China,
they pointed out that the radical revolutionary slogans
have been replaced by the four modernization andthe present
leadership no longer places much emphasis on the purity of
ideclogy. The revolutionary party has became a construct-
ional party & China is no longer a revolutionary country.
In this reqard, the Chinese intellectuals Raen tuo & zheo:
Ting Shéng have tried tb anéuer these question. They
arqued that can China be a socialist country without modernr
industry’ Modern agricultureand modern Science & Culture?
Moreover, the old relations of production which hamper
the development of the productive forces to develop social
production so as to eventually eradicate the social sources
of poverty, ignorance & backuardness.8 China's long Cher-
ished ideal is to turn this poor & backward country into

an independent,prosperous & pouerful state.

8. Rentao, zhen tingsheng; "Why a change in emphasis",
Bejing Review, July3,1984, p.14.
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Socialism can only be built on a foundation of highly
developed productive forces larqe = scale production., That
is uwhy, in China, there is much emphasis on the necessity
& desirability of inheritingboth the material & cultural
legacies of world capitalism, Current leadership has
explicitly stressed that Chinese socialism" will incor-
porate many of the features forms & practices historically
associated wi h capitalism for many decade to coma.g But
it does not mean that China will pursue. capitalist moder~
nization, They reiterated that China's modernization will
be accumplished while adhering to socialism specific ques-
tion. Problems as they drop will be dealt as the problem=
atic side effects of modernization.

Over recent years, surprishingly Chinese Scholars have
turned towards original éexts of Marx and Engels, they have
pursued inquiries into such prevdouslyforbidden or neglect
theoriticians as Kautsky, Luckas and gramsciand in the
therotical areas. The concept of alienation, theory of
the As-iatic mode of prcduction etc. In contrast to the
Mao period, when there was much Marxian idological fer-
vour but little study of Marx. We are presently wit-
ness{ng what is undoubtedly the most intensive & serious
era of Marxist scholarship in the history of China.10
Now Chinese scholars views history in a mors orthodox

Marxist fashionand recoqnise the objective laws of historical

9., Carl Rishikin; "Masket, Maoism & Economic reform in China"
In M Solden & V.L.ppit (ed) the transition to socialism
in China (M.E£. shape) pp: 300-1

10, Maurice J. Meisner, 23 cit, p.7.
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and economic development. As Marx noted that economic laus
gxist also as natural laws. This is soms what in contrast
to Marxism, Mao believed in a highly voluntaristic faith

in the ability of people armed with the propsr uwill of
conseiousness to conquer all materiai business & mould
social rpealityin accordance with their ideals & ideals.
But nouw, according to theirrecent discovery 'Objective

laus cann't be changed at ,i11, Objective economic laus

are inviolable & (those) who yjolate them will be

punished.11

Post-Maoist Chinese Marxist theory Postpones -
socialism & Communism to an indefinite time in g¢pgfuture.
The highest lsvel of devalopment of producti,e forces is
essential preyequisite fOr the emergence of a genuine soc-
ialist society & as China is an improv-ished & backward
country , The road to travel is long & ardous one & the
destionation lies far in the distance. In the meantime,
human enercies are to be devoted to productive work, not
to the building of sccialism but rather to the task of
constructing its necessary economic foupdations, Nouw the
question is that if objective laus are'independent of
man's will' then it is in effect assured that real social
chanées are inpossible & people cannot change their
destin.. In a way this is in direct contraciction with
what socialism is all about, For the purpose of socialism,
after all, is to cregtecondition in which the people can

coficiously direct the course of social development.12

11, Huchiao Mu; "Observe Economic laws speed up four
moderni zation" Peking Revisw, November 10, 1978 p.7.

12. See China since Mao (Editorisl), Monthly ReView, 1978,
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Broadly, the sweeping changes taking place, spscially
after LT p ¢ Congress, can be analyssd in term of theory
(Chinese Marxism) and practice. Over smphasis on Moderni=-
zation is the reflection of theoratical understanding of
China's Concreteobjective conditions. In certain spheres
which is digmetrically opposit of the Maoist- perspective
of permanent. revolution., As Modernization has been the
crux of whole development strateqy since the last one decads.
precisgely the entire theoretinl exerciée has been done to

provide ideological support for the pliccy of four Modern=-

ization and above all, for the new regime itself.
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THE FOUR MODERNIZATION : A NEY DIRECTION

In the wake of changes in the Chinese Communist party's
leadership Mao's successOrs formulated new policies as a
rational response to deficiences in the Marxist experiment
as a remedy for China's development goals and problems,
Modernization is treated as a struggle agaist the past,
New China 1s devoted to economic construction & Moderniza-
tion of agriculture, industry, national defence & science &
technology so as to build a powerful socialist country.
Without consolidating the dictaetorship of the protatariat,
the bourceoise cannot be finally defeat-d, Socialist re-
lation of production must be followed by its oun technhical
& industrial revolution.13

Ideology, in China has been reduced to Modernization.,
Economically china has been implementing the principles of
readjustment, restructuring consolidation & improvement as
well as the policy of opening itself to the outside world
& invigorating the domestic economy, After the arrest of
the left leadership (Gang of four) in October 1976, a con-
siderable time was devotsd to preparing & executing the po-
litical change of direction & rehabilitating demoted &
imprisionedcadres. This was a time of much confusion :

New & old ideas were in open combat & uncertainty prevailed

13. LinKang, op.cit., pp .10
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about the ultimate extent & duration of the changes occu-
rring.1d Zhouy Enlais four modernization speech to the fo-
rth National party Congress.i” 1975¢0 develop productive
forces was refered by Hua quafeng, leter it was widely
propagated.

Hua guafeng announced the ten year plan at the first
session of the fifth National Party Congress in Februar,,
1978. This plan manifested a sense of urgency about grouth,
Hua, attacking the policies of past, which it alleqed has
caused enormus economic losses, He proposed a series of
ambitions targets to make up for the lost time. In a way
this plan had been resurrected zhou Enlai’s four moderniza-
tion and a new set of policies emerged which revertsed thess
principles of production in several sp hergs economic stra-
cture, grouwth rate, incentive, the role of markset & sino-
foreign economic times. By then, Chira was to have gchdii~
eve parity or superiority with respect to the advanced
industrial countries in output of major industrial products,
basically automated theirproduction & Mechanizad 85%
agriculture.15

The over ambitions ten year plan did not bring

satisfactory results, rather it ad-red to the difficulties
already faced by the econoﬁy. Most economistsin China, as
cribe the failure of the plan mainly because imblances in
the development of the national economy., The rate of acc-
umulation was too high & investment in heavy industry uas
inadequate, other factors like over centralization & byr-
eacratic system of economic planning - & management had

T4. Carl Riskin, op cit., p.258
15. Ibid, p.259 —
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been the obvious reasgn of the fiasco.

Ability to construct a reascnable micro economic plan
was lacking, esconomist & techicians were not given an imp-
ortant role in plan making even mast of them could not qet
data about the national economy. On the other hand, many
planners lacked the technical knouwledqge and nesed for econ-
omic planring. In addition, most intellectuals were not
party members & therefore could not make important decis-
ions about production.16

The economic Readjustment was pyt forth in the middle
pf 1879, it meant recentralization, strengthening the
central Govt. control of planning Finnace &iNVestment dec-
ision making the Readjustment was supposed to solve the
problems of imbalances in the national economy, infletion

& deficit spending.17

Like ten year plan, the results of
the Readjustment have not been encouraging.
Over the last ten years, if any thing has drastically
changed in China, that is agqricultural sector. China's
reform programme in aqriculture rejects the past policies
of large scale labour mobilization & communal self-reliance
in favour of commercialization and individual inftive for peasants

diversification of the rural ‘economy, decentralization of farm
management, production specialization, crop selection in

16, Edmund lee; "Economic Reform in Post~- Mao China : an
insideers visu", Bulletin of concerned Asian scholars
1 9830 ppo1 6-1 7‘

17, Ibid, p.23
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accord with commrative advantage expension of free

market, shift toward housshold based.18 Modernization of

a agriculture means to raise per unit yield by s big margin
so as to make China a country of all round high agricultu-
ral yields in the world to make enormous increase in labour
productivity, to bring about fundamental changes in the
basic conditions of ferm productioh. .

From 1958 onward, the psoples commune had been the
primary organisational & economic, political & social unit
in the countryside, for almost tuenty years. The Commune
system was the cylmi-nation of coffectivization process,
during great leap forward. A variety of political & ec~
onomic goals were hoped to achieve through the commune
Politically, the commungg aimed to establish collective
social relationship in order to bring socialist ownership.
Economically to achieve effective structure for accumulat~
ion & development & to mobilize & manage large amount of

19

rural labour. Local government at the province used to

send production target to each commune,in ==~--

practice the communes directly controlled production &
were responsible for complestion of state purchase quotas,
As cadres of the ¢ p ¢ were in pouer & as thes accounting
system was not officient, Economicallycadres were in advs=-
ntageus position. Political people & cadre used to cont-
rol production & distribution, despite the fact the they

kngy little about agriculture. Thus the cadre received

18. Vivienne Shue; "The New Course in Chinese agriculture"
Annals 476. November 1984, pp.74-84,

19, Greg 0' leary & Andrew Wetson; "Economic Co-dparation
Revisited: New directions in Chinese aqriculture" tn
grahan young (ed),China--Bilemmas of modernizatioh( ondon )

Croom Helm 1985, p.?
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privileges and arbitary = leadership in the production pro-
cess which gave rise to ' work slow down' & retarded ag-
ricultural grouth.zo Another reason for the communes
faiture was the question of size, as they wers too big
& too small at once. They were considered big because of
their tendency to organize peasant labour in large
groups to work on large fields or construction projectsl
the communes actuelly stood in the way of the development
of natural rural market of modern enterprise to serve
peasants needs.21
Agricultural grouth was far from beinqg satisfactory,
though undersocialism, chinese agriculture had developsd
enough to support twice the population of 1949, 1In the
background of dismantling the commune system, evidently the
rich experience of two decades worked alot particularly
from the ten year plan the Chinese leaderdhip drew some
lessons such as
i) Bureaucratic control of the economy had to be
reduced and politicelly oriented managers had
to be replacsd by technically oriented managers
and worker given a significant role in
enterprtss
ii) Eéonomic planning & decision making had to make
use of market machanism & pricing system had to
express the relation between social demand &

supply.

20, Edmund Lee, op cit, p. 18.

21. Vivienne shue, op.c ., P.76.
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iij ) Enterpkise needed greater autonomy in deciding
what, how & houmuch to produce for the market.22
There was no alternative except restructuring the
pecple's communes. After realizing this quite soon produ-
ction responsibility system was introducd in the agrarian
sector. A number of observers have called it "decellecti=-
vization™ & have even esquated the development of market &
production for the market with "Capitalism", The question
of procuction incentive has always beey a difficult &
contentious issue in socialist plan ing.23 Household res=-
ponsibility system (HRSS) was introduced in China from 1979,
Soon after major changes follcwed in the sphere of produc-
tion relation under HR]SS team cease to function as the
basic production & accounting unit, Each household is
allotted a certain amount of land for cultivation, depe-
nding on the family size. For the purpose of agricultural
productive activities, the commune system is still intact
& is run by an elected body, But its:ecivil & police pouers

are now vested in a separate body, the towun ship qovernment

22. Edmund Lee. op.cit. p.18

23. Utsa Patnaik; "three communes & a production brigade.
The contract reponsibility system in China,"” Socisl
Scientist November/December 1987. pp. 34=35.
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which also runs industrial & other enterprises.

Each peasant housshold centres into' a contract with
village committee (erstwhile Brigade) to produce a specific
amount of output of different crops. From this output the
sead requirements & direct consumption requirements are
deductible & only the balance is required to be delivered,
which is paid for at the quota price specified in thecont=-
tract. Any output producted in excess of the contracted
amount belonas to the household & it caﬁ be either sold
it to the state or it may be sold on the "free markset"
village, fairs, roadside stalls etc. Individual households
are allowed to buy equipment, transport vehicles.24

By the end of May 1983,'soma form of responsibility
system was reportedly used in 98.,3% of all rural produ-
ction teams in Chine, This new system was a clearpreak
from the principle of collective~production, accounting &
distribution. Although this was more radical depature
howsver, the Chinese P easant household function yithin a
collective structure of land ouwnership, collective owunership
of non-land fixed assets, education, health facilities are
still collective concerning communes development decisions
are taken collectively,

In China agrarian reforms (incentive for work &
production responsibility system) obtsined great success

& it became widely eccepted-the agriculturel production

24. Ibid, Pp.36.37.
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structure was adjusted to facilitate Specialization. As
the effect of these reforms. Rural people's quality of
standard has dramatically improved. Output of major

crops has increased, more than anticipated. UWithout ques-
tion, the adoption of the responsibility system have indu-
ced an impressive spurt of growth in agriculture these
reforms are actually threatening the rural cadres. The
cadres are facing a dilemma, who had made. party work their
speciality.25 Consequently its political impact is gqoing
to be far reachinaq.

R debate regardino the role of 'market' in socisalist
planning is of longstanding. A socialist economy is esse=-
ntially a planned economy & a capitalist economy is a market
economy., Therefore a sogialist economy is incompitable
with the market - A simple & absolute negation of market.
Though the existence of commodity production & the law of
value in a socialist economy is now recognized. It is as-
sumed that the market would be in- operative where sver
planning functioned and vice-versa. Rejecting this notion,
Chinese economist liu Guoquang & zhao Renuei, arque that
owing tp oneside stress on planning to the neglect of the

market, ,hat to produce & how much to produce in the

enterprise, is decided by higher authorities they fix tarqets

25, Vivienne shus; op.cit., pp83,84,86,
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which means they fix the needis~- production & production

based on needs should be 1dentical.26

Obviously using the market in China is not the same
as in the capitalist countries. One cannot neglect the
facts that inn ovation in socialist planninghave borne the
fruits of development, Moreover the rural prosperity is
sufficent to prove it. As there exist diverse economic
form in China, it is difficult to make precise estimates
of a vast number of enterprises,

In Mao's opinicn the communes, the Me 0ist model of
development was cornerstone of development and the great
dividing line in the history of Chinese peoples' Republic.z7
The technical possibilities for raising pefacra out put
vere gverestimated., It took passive investment and labour
to attend an already highly developed irrigation system
with little benefit. The second problem was the organiza-
tional utopianism of the communes. The private sector was
viewsd with great suspecious as a 'soil for nurturing cap=-
italism' & virtually eliminated.

The-institutional changes since 1978 have bsen acco-
mpanied by several other measures offectinc agricutture.
Such as more freedom for private activities also the pro=
ducing units asutonomy was increased. The main‘slogan has

become to take the lead in . getting rich.28 The failure

26, Liy Gﬁa uong & Zhao Renwie § "Socialist Economic Pl=-
anning & theMarkst, Beijing Review , August 3, 1978,p.8,

27, Peter Nolan; "De~Collectivization of aqriculture in Ch-
ina 1978-82; A longer tgrm perspective", Cambridge Jou-
nal of Economicg- 1983, 7 pp 381,82,84,86.

28, Ibid , p. 394
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of agricultural collective to perform adquately in terms

of growth output & formers personal income in 1960s and 70s
is currentlyarqued in favour of dismantling communes in
China,

The key to the four modernizatiot is the modernizat-
ion of science & technology. They have started recstructur-
ing & modernizing indigenous scientific & technolorical
capacities, in fact one of the many charges against the
'Gang of four' & their followers after the death of Mao
was their neqlect of modern science & technology. They
persscutsdintellectuals and professional experts., This
analysis is believed to be accurate by many observers & has
been supported by dismal dataof techhological retardation.29
There can be no rapid development of the economy, for that
matter, professional researches have to play an important
role, for they are the mainstay of scientific work. With-
out these professionals & expertise it will be difficult
to scale the heights of modern science & techhology & exp-

riment in a sustained uay.30

29, Jan,s. Psybyla, "Science & Technology in China",
Current History, September 1983 p., 299.

30. Deng Xiaoping, op.cit., pp41,S0,
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THE OPEN DOOR : CHINA'S NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
/General

Premier zhao ziyan (Nouw Communist Party/Secretary) in 1981
denoguncely the idea of self sufficiency. Chinese economist
began to study economic stagn-aticn & backwardness in com-
perision to western countries. Chinese saw the necessity
to linking China with the world market, expending foreign
trade, importing advanced technology,utilizingforeign cap-
ital & enterprises into different forms of international
economic and technological co-operations., In addition to
the international factors fayouringthe adoption of the open
policy, China has domestic rsasons of its own, Previously
to engage in foreign ttade & accepting loans from abroad
was viewed suspeciouslyby thecountry's soclalist leadership.
The new policy is a rejection 6f the old idea - i. 8. a
socialist society should not be open to outside world, be-
cause they think that socialism might be tainted by the
outside world & could loose its purity. Howsoever revolu-
tionary this view may seem but in actuallity it is very
backward. It snacks of parochial nationalism & has a tint
of feudalism.31 The ‘opendoor' symbolizes China's sharp

turn towards participation in the world market to speed

31, Beijing Review , April 1, 1985, p.15.
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up economic grouwth and technological modernization.32

Arguing in favour of the open door policy Chinese
social seientists asserted that economic relation of world
market might help redistribution of wealth among: the com-
petitors. In competition one may obtain what one previously
lacked.33 They ask why for instance, have Chinas bicycles
had the same design for decades & why have their cost of
quality fgllen so far behins the level of the developed
countries? One must look at productivity to answer such
questions, Obviously the need of the hour' is to changse
the labour intensive economy into technology intensive
economys.,

Some people legitimately doubt that the new policies
within a socialist transition will create dependency & do=-
mestic policies will be avoided by capitalist penetration.
In fact to see foreign trade & finance as exploitative
will be a mistake, for it is mutually beneficial . It ig
used to import equipment & technoloqy with both emables
the country to reduce its dependence.on other imports & de=-
velop its oun economic capacitv to improve the psopled ma-

trial needs.34

32, Carl RisKin op.cit p.316
33. Be. jing Review April 1, 1985, pp21,22,

34. lerry Cannon; " Chi.ms' open door", Third World Quaterly
Vol. 6, 1984 p,.720,
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While expanded reliance on trade is an important part
of China's new economic strategy. China has made a decision
to encourage foreign private capital investment, In joint
venture & even wholly foreign ocuned enterprises., New China
has beén participating in various international economic
bodiss, as IMF; the world bank and food & agricultursel
orgainzation. Thousands of Chinese students, engineers
scientist one studying western countries, especially in
United States.

The open door policy is condidered to be justified
on the various grounds by the present leadership. They
denounce -~ the idea that open door policy will lead to
dependency or capitalist penetration, They arque there
is no danger of dependency, nor any real threat to social-
ism, because the qualitv of trade & foreigqn finance invol-
ved is small in relation to the total economy. Moreover
there are adquats political & economic controlp , which
cannot allow foreign firms to hecome dominent & exploi-
tation of the open door policy will not permit capitalist
encrochment, so long as there are kept within limits
second thing, the capitalist system is go discredited nou.
That the 'restoration of capitali.sm' cann't be thyught of
in China. Of course, some of the formsin which 'spiritual
pollutions are appearing have beén indentified as criminel,

corrup-tion, smuggling, embszzlement etc. are being dealt with
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a concurrent compaign of procecu<tions of heavy
sentencing.35

The new policies are a means to get invreasedaccess
to foreian technology & capital in order to improve the
aconomy. To attract foreign capital, China has to show
Mutual benefit" in : gych enterprises, this mutual benefits
can be demostratsed only when they encouraged & concess.’
is given to them, Thus any form of foreign capital which
brings Technology into economy is seen us as bring}ggnefit
to China.

R series of reforms have affgcted almost every area
of management practice. Today industrial enterprises are
managed differently. Reforms could bs sesn, especially
as the criteria for Judging enterprise success. The
financing of investment the business powers enterprise
managenats & the incentive offered to workers, the
reforms have coincided with truly sweeping changes in
the agriculture sector, that have been quite successful
in raising aqricultwral productivity. Although a cohergnt

reform model has not emerged as yet, 36

At least to datse,
China has developed her approach to reform industrial man-
agement systen as there was the expension of enterprise

autonomy, In making business decision, various banks

35, Ibid, p.731

36. Andrey G. Walder, "China's Industry In Transition®,
Annals of the American, Academy of Political and
Social Sciencses,November,T584 p,53
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are being constructed to scrutinize enterprisss for credit
worthness. Ffurther, autonomy includes an increasedpropos-
ition of their profit in excess of targeted amounts, & they
can use, these funds, within certain limits for plant
rehovation, minor expansion of welfare and housino for t
their employees.37 The role of the market os gaining out

put by Motivating producers in various ways, entserprise
managemaent has been urgeid to stress materidincentive schemes
now incentive offered managers and enterprise and more
importantly administrative decentralization,

China has implemented these measures and has qone
sime what further. Many enterprises now hare the ability
to market output above their quotas and to procure suppl-
ies for this above quota production independently. Reform
in China, also includes changes in the index for judging
enterprise peformance, planning agencies , rely inceasingly
on indirect control over enterprise activitiss. Accounting
for capital costs as a part of the costs of production,
manipulation of interest rates on loans for investment funds,
allowing enterpriseto retain certain percentage of profit
over tarqetsd amounts and the use of various taxes to enc-
ourage or penalize certain kinds of management behavioue.
Most notably, enterprise now retain larcer portions of th-
eir profit to form an incentive fund to be distributed to

employses in the form of bonuses. This effort to link

37. lbid , pp 64,65.
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employee pay to the ever all profitability of ths
enterprises. As reaqard reform, China has not blindly .
copied any single country but has sought to tailor its

reform package to meet its own needs, 38

Why is reform
nacessary in China? It may be said that because the

Soviet . type of planning of china economy and the
degenerated impact of cultural . revolution led to a

crisis, with the systam not functioning at its best

potential,




121

REFORMS IN POLITICAL SYSTEM:
SOCIALISM WITH DISTINCTIVE CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS

Since the demise of Mao, the Chinese have been trying
to reform the political system so as to reduce the level of
political coercion, increase the use of rational & legal
process. put talented people into responsible positions,
enhance | their capacity to base decision on programatic
criteria & restore & strengn-then the legitimacy of the
policy. They have tried to revamp their political sys-
tem since 1977, like related efforts 1# gconomies, These
political changes are a reaction to the enormous
problems that Mao bequethed his successors when he

“died in 1976.39 Since the third plenary session of the

: ureaucratic reforms & se}arating party from government,
have been two major areas of political reforms in China.
The thrust ©On separating party from government
maans the party central committee should exsrcise
political leadership in all fields which means that it
formulates politics principles, decides the broad quide
line, makes major policy decieion concerning international
affairs, foreign affairs, economy & defence & recommened
people for leading post in state organizations., It was

envisaged that the local party Committee at provincial

39. Kenneth Lieberthal, "Chir 's political Reforms: A Net
Assessment", Annals of tfe American Academy of Politi-
cal and Social GSeience,149%4 pp.79,20,
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municipal & country level should exercise political
leadership by carrying out the line formulated by the
party Central Committee. Moreover, their responsibility
was to carry direction form higher organization & party Ce-~
ntral Committee to ensure the implementatiom in the local
areas, also tb propose policy decision on important local
issues, to recommend cadresfor key post in local state org-
ans, .to Co-ordinates the activities of the various local
organization., Party Committee in enterprise must play a
supervisory role. 40 |

There are a number of problems in the system of
party & state leadership, such as an over concentration of
pouwer, The confusion of responsibility between the party
& g0ue£nment, the usurpation of covernment functions by the
party, the existence of a patriarchalsystem and life-long
tenure of office by leading Cadres.

The long term objective of the political restructuring
& to build up a socislist political system, hichly aeffic-
ient, fullof vigor, and with a high deqree of democracy and
a complete legal svstem. The short term cbjective is to
overtome brueaucracy & feudal influence& build on leaddership
system. That helps improve efficioncy & vigor & brings the
initiativeof various quaters into Qreater play.

The deepening of the ongoing reform of the economic
structurs makes reform of the political structure increas-
ingly urgent. Without reform of the politiecal structurs,

reforms in other Sectors cann't succeed in the end .

40, Zhanziyan, "on separatina party from qovernment",
Beijin Revisuw, December, 14-20, 1987, p.14
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Deng Xiaoping's speech to the politibureau of the Central
Committee in August: 1980, is a quide ¢tg reform of the
political structure, As the Communist Party continues to
be the leading force in bbildinag Socialism in China. In
the new situvation party's leadership can be stregnthened
only by improving the system, methods and stvle of leaders-
hips, This time China has to solved the long standing prob-
lems, such as the lack of distincticn betuween fuctions of
party and government, This old problem of socialist pelit-
ics required tﬁe sgparation of functions it the party &

the government. Party should not monoplize mass organizat-
ions enterprise & institutions rather part should exercise
political leadership. Deng Xiaoping pointed out that when
there is no destinction betwsen party and government, the
party's position is in factlouered and its leadership wea-
kened. Only when the two are separested is . possible for
the party tognsure its leadership.

Over concentration of pouer also includes the con=-
centration of all poyer of aorass-roots in the hands of
leading orqanization at hioher l~vels, on the ons hand,
the leading organs have taken charge of many matters which
they should not, and cann't handle efficiently gqetting
bogoed doun in rontine work. On the other hand, the grass
roots units lack the pouer to make decisions and as a
result peoplelack the initiative. The present leadership

see the solution of this problem in delegating pouwer to
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lousr levels.
sm

Bureau cratic/remains one of the seriousproblems in
the political life of party and the state. The bureacratic
reforms in the most crucial for stability of the politi-
cal leadership & continuity of the policy lime in making
the state apparatus more efficient for economic development.
The central party leaders promoted to leadership positions
a new set of cadres who are "reyoplutionized better educat-~
ed, professionally competent and younqér."41 To ensure
the smooth progress of the structural reform, to make
appropriafe personnel changes to berpestructured is abso-~
lutely essential,

Administrative reforms at the provincial level started
in the later partof 1082, After recoganization of the € n-
tral Committee readjustment at the leadership was completed
in March 1983. Provincial reform began with recqanization
of the Central organs, with secretarises and provincial
party Committes,%?

The emphasis of the current reform of the Perscnnel
System relating to cadres is on establishing a system of
Public Service. The public servants are to be Classified
in twe cateqories: those handling political affairs & those
doing professional work. Public servants in the political
affairs cateqory would be those tenure in office will be

for a specified period of time. The Central Committees

41; Hong Yung Lee, "Evaluations for China's Bureaucratic
Reforms™, Annula of the American Academy of political
and social Sciences November 1984, p.34.

42. Ibid., p.26.
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of the party & local party Committees at union levels
will recommend condidates in the political affairs cate-
gory at the corresponding levels to the national or local
peoples' Congress. Public servants in the professional work
category, whose tenure in office is to be permanent, will
also be m8naged in accordance with the lau governing Public
Servants, For posts inthis cateqory, people will have to
pass to statutory examination based onan open competition.
The Job responsibility of such Public Sefvants will be cle~-
defined & their performance will be ewluated their‘
promotion, demotion, reward and punishment will be based
mainly en their work results . Competition is also being
proposed into the selection of other professionals. In
alltrades & profession it has been proposed diverse methods
& system, with distinctive feature of their own should be
developed to facilitate the growth of different types of
specialist & enterpreneaurs .43 However the bureacucratic
technocrat should be distinquished from professions who
receive job-related training prior to taking bureacratic
positions,

A structurel unit lies with a political consideratien
that any leadsrship cannot avoid, no politicalfunction can
pursue purély objective creteria for Personnel Management
to the extend of under mining its eun pouer position. This
is true about China also, so techno ates will not be totolly

replaced by the red politicians., Some political Scientists

43. Zhao Ziyan, "Political report 13th Nation Congress,"
New From China issued b: Embassy of the pesoples Republic
of China No 137, Octobe 25, 1987 New Nelhi.
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have opined that what are needed are not only techno -
crats but also political managers. Industrialization does
not necessarily accompany political democratizationm Chinese
political system, they cheracterize as authoritarian.da
But Oeng Xiaoping seems quite clear about this fact when
he say®e —=------of course, democratization, like moderniza-
tion must advance step by step. The more socialism develops,
the mors democracy develop~—===--= 45 .
One important thing about Socialist democracy is

that it is inseparable from a socialist legel system, lauw

is viewed as a principal tool for the achievement of s
socialist Justice. 6S0zial stability & economic development
mainly these three Motivations seems to have triggered china's
lau reform movement towards reqular & predicatable legal
process. Thege Motivations are firstly a popular demand for
legal protection against grbitary behavigurby party or qov-
ernment officials or other citizens. Secondly the need for
a systematic netuork of rules of procedures in civil,
economic & commercial law to attract & protect foreign
capital & techonology. Chinese leqgal education has qg-
ared upto respond~ domgstic demands for persenal security.
Social stability of economic predicatabjlity - & rationality
and to attract foreign capital & technology throughthe acc-

omplishment of these specific task.ds

44, Heng Yung Lee, op.cit, p.46.

45. Arindam Sen, "Theory & Pratic of building Socialism"
liberation July 1987, p.Z3.

46. R. Randle Edwars, " An orderview of Chinese law & legal
Education " Annals of the American Academv of Political
and Social Sciences Novem r 1984 p.al,




Today the criteria of judqing the bureacracy, stem
from the realiration that it has brcome a serious obstacle
to further reform. However, some from of bureaucratic str-
ucture is necessary to run any lapge, Complex unit, from a
nation to a corporation., The trouble comes when the struc-
ture fails to serve or even ympedes the very rurpose for

which it was established.a7

Since 1980, there has been
much discussion how to combat bureaucracy and improve
Socialist democracy. Some reforms have been carried out,
such as gliminating the life-tenure system for afficials,
democratic eledtion of a number of caders streamlining & co-
mbining sconomic or governmental units and so on,

Recently, there has been much debate among Chinese
ecanomist, political scientists & officials about the exact
details & structural reforms, but there is wide spread aq-
reement on certain basic principles, the emerging system
should combine someform of Central Flanning with a large
degree of decentralized authority . Commodity Productian
& market forces must be allowed to play a greater role with-
in the planned economy., Collective entetprise & small-~
scale private enterprises are an impotant supplemsent to the

state-run sector of the economy.48

47. Zheng She, "Blight of Burezucracy & some cures",
Main streap April 1988 p.6.

48. Ibid, p.35.
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Prior to 1978, it was common for a high ranking
party official to hold a corresponding executive position
in the govt, or the military, thus one ksy person & his follo-
wer could monopolize all the core positions between 1978 &
1983, this practice was almost ghelished.one of the cons=
picious development is that some educated individuals are:
also being btoughtinto executive positions, Many of these
had been purged & vilified during Naﬁ'g last years have
now been given responsible position. Post Mao leadership
believed that non of the foregiving measures is a punaceg
although it may contribaic to the systems stability to reach
good decisions and to respond quickly to chamginng cire-
umstances.49 |

Deng Xiaoping has putforth 'four basic principles !
they demand that the communist party remain the sole leading
party in China, Marxism leninism and Maczedong thought
remain- as the basic ideological system, The Sociali st
path & the peoples dicta-orship remains the country's stats
system for the indefinite future.

there is no longer a cut of personalty that permits

one individuals to be the unauestioned arbiter of major
policies. The position of party chairman has been abolished
& four major organs the poliburg, stgte council secrstariat
¢ & Central advising commission - to make policy. In
M2o's last year on the first two existed, Many psasants
have benjfited enormously in material terms from the

recent reforms, ryed quards, by contract, have aenerally

49 Kenneth Liebuthal, nD.cit p.24



129

been shunted aside. S0 But the same time, there are sharp

conceptual limits to the scope of the reforms, as the leading
reformers are basically Leninist, It will be simply inapp=-
ropriate to proclaim the success or failure of China's Post
Mao political r~forms,

Till today, the implementation of reforms have been
surfrishinglysuccessful in reju-venatino the economy. Nine
years of reforms have passed in China, the policies of the
re formers have brought tangible benefits to the nation & to
its citizens,s1 The policies themselves have became accep=
table & entranched, making it more difficult to overturn
them, The chinese leadership will probably continue.

Since 1978 Deng has been the chief architect of china's ref=-
orm & opendoor policies & the Prime Mover of China's foreign
policy. 12th C P C Congress held in 1982, formally endorsed
the Dengist ;policy line. In addition, a large number of
Dengist were elected to Central Party organs, including
HuYao bang, who assumed leadership of the party as General
Secretary. Hua was instrumental in Dang's political asced=-
oncy.,

The party's high command consists of the "three
echelong" of leadership., The first gchelon of leaders are
the most senior statesman who are in their eighties & con-
tinue to decide-"China's major policies™, the second echelon
of leadsrs cooprises top party & state officials who are in
their 60s470s & the thi~d echelon of leaders ars in their
S0s ‘or Younaex. The China Communist Party leadership system

is based on the rulse of man in uwhich politics is highly
50. Ibid, p.30. M, B3 19y bh2SYg,
51. Chrisopher M. clarke,"China’'c reform programme™, CurrentHistarl
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Pernonalized & lnsttutionalizad.52

THE PRIMARY STAGE OF SOCIALISM

The acting party General Secretary zhao ziyan,
Now confirmed to the post, declared at the 13th National Co-
ngress, that China was in the ‘Elementary Stage of Socialism®,
This entirely nou concept in Marxism Leninism, zhao ziyan
attributed its pgpentage to Oenqg Xiaopinge. This concept
has two meanings; China has already entered the staqe of
socialism & will centinue in that direction & secondly,
on the other hand, the Socialist svstem is far from perfect
& it will take & long time to make it 80.53

The Central theme for the 13th congress was, indeed,
political reform ahao ziyan in his political report identif=-
ied Chiéese Socialism in in primary staqge. Three basic
characteristicsof primary stage of socialism are first, China
has been building socialism its productive forces have gpounm
enormously, But productivéty is still very low, & so is the
degree of socialized & community production, secondly the
Socialist relation of production have been established and
are developing continu-gusly but the public distribution of
system according to work are still impeffect & thirdly, the
basic political system of Socialism has been pradominant but

people's democracy is far from .ample in scope &depth.sa

52, Parsis H. Chang "China after Deng: toward the 13th CCP
Congress", Problems of Communism Mag.June 1987 p.32.

§3. Bhabani Sen Gupta," Burial of Mao thought Statesman ../
1984, friday, p.5e.

54, Tang Chung," A New Daws §n cigyn otatesman Nev. 24,1987p.6
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zhao analyses the development of socialism in China,that
Socialism has emergedvfrom theuomp of a semi-colonir .

& semi-feudal Society, with the productive forces lagging
far behind thpge of capitalist contries, thus the develo-
pment of China through a very lonag primary stage. During
this stage, accomplishment of industrilization commercial<
izatioh;socialization & modernization of production is ths

priority.sS

Zhao ziyan also raised a host of issues like China.
is not in the situation as envisaged by the founders of Mar-
xism, in which socialism is built on the basis of highly
developed Capitalism, nor exactly in tte same situation as
other socialist countries Therefore China cannot blindly
folby what books say, not can they merthanlically initiate the
example of other countries. Rathaer China is proceeding from
its actual conditions integratingthe basic principles of
Marxism with those conditicns. Hencas, in China socialism
will bear distinctive Chinese charactristics.

It is envis.agsd that the primary stage of socialism
will bs accomplished by 2050 and the principle contradiction
durinmgthe present stage, is fhe contradiction between grow-’
ing national and cultural needs of the psople & backwsrd
production, In this stags poverty & backuardness will be
put an end. The Chinese leadership tuled out the possibil-

ity of Capitalist restoration, just because limited space

55. Bhabani Sen Gupta; op.cit p.5
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and scope ons allowed for the Capilist mode of production
and the state permits the co-existence of two system
Socialist system in the mainland & Capitalist systemin Hong
Kong & Taigan. In fact both of theroad to socialism has

not ended with 13th Congress adoption of ~theDeng Thesis.s6

WHITHER CHINA? : THE DEBATE CONTINUES

After the death of Mao, the policy changes in China,
have been subject to varying interpretations & lively debats.
The new developments in China have been sending shock waves
‘all overthe World. The new leadership was blamed for making a
reversal of the Socialist road, and was condemned as a
Capitalist roader . Some of the China watchers, sauw China's
new development path as the burial of Mao's thought, they
believe that chine Is no more a socialist country or it is
fast egasing to be., They .are unhappy with what is happening .
in China today. It is a deviation from the model of Socia-
lism as defined by Mao & sgeemingly @ problematic deformat-
ion. They advance some arquments viz the private owner-
ship of certain means of production. The creation of new
regional imbalances, distributive in-equality reswlting
from demographic cause, and the corrupticn, values &

changes of attitude arising from fpresr contects with other

systems.s7

/

S56.5ee, "Elementary stage of socialism’in Economic Political
Weekly November 14, 1987,

57. Arindum sen, op. cit. p.8,
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Charles Bettelheim, a French Sinologist, while
resigning from France's, Chinese Friendship Associatdion,
leiyeledthe char ges against Chinese leadéship that a
revisionist linels presently triumpling in China,
productive primacy over relationpredominates. The
struggle against bourgsovis rights is scarcely mentioned
any more the problem of the existercs of the bourgeouise
in the party is Juggled away factory regulations becom-
ing appressive, the struggle against the two superpower
has gradually been replaced by a étruggle against Soclal’
imperialist alone.58

There are some people, who have remarked that the
ongoing reforms in China seems reasonable in the papers,
but are politically dynamic., If the world watches China,
one of the reasons is that China's reforms are being in-
terpreted as her apparent deviation from the Marxist
path, the foreign press is always alert to suggest that
Marxism is dead in China & sign of Capitalism are
visible there.59

Will China go Capitalist ? has been a debatable
issue. One school of analyst believe that officially
she may never but ' she may eventually adopt a structure

of property rights which resumbles or functions in the

58. Charles Bettelheim, "letter of resignation® Monthly Review
JUIY 1978 ppo1 1 )120

59. Lynn Pann, 'The New Chinese Revolution® Harmish Hamiltdn
Great Britain 1987 7.4,
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manner of a Capitalist economy, Others conclude a little
differently using political Critai-ia thina may have abon-
dened stalin . she may have abond oned Marx, but by the one
remaining measures, Lenins China will continue to be a
Communisgt State.so
In fact what is happening in China cannot be under-
stood in terms of absgtract theory, neglecting the peculiar
Socio-political conditions,specific features of the history
of revolutionary process, Particular traits of national
tradition 4 .psychology. Those who think the Marxism -
leninism is being silently discierded in China, their for-
mulation can be counter argued that many of at present
Chinese policies do accord with lenins formulation such
as state Capitalism, concession to foreign Capital, indus-
trial and economic management. As presently most extensive
and serious research in Marxi sm 1s being done. China
cannot opt foy capitalist system for that would amount
to rejectingthe gloriows revolution struggle and treméndous
matrial achievements since liberation of China, put to it
in the wrde: Of maurice J. Meisner, an American sinologist,
China is allowing a fuller scope of Cgpitalist relation
under Socialtsm, It is 'Capitalism without Capitalist".s1

60. Ibid , p.5.

61. Maurice J, Meisner ; op. cit. p.6.
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Marx did not evisage Socialism under vastly
different circumstances which would traversed a consi-
derably different course than he for-saw., Marx expected
revolution in advanced capitalist countries but in reality
revolution took place in backward contries, So the ruling
prolet.riat of the backward countries had to learn to Co-
exist with the bourgeosuiseof the advanced countries.

Currently Chinese Social Scientist are sgeriocusly
studying Marxism., Su zhaozhis article 'developing Marxism
pnder contemporary conditions deserves attention, for his
innovating ideas. Shaozhi points out that the existing
Marxist doctrine may not be necessariiy adquate to explain
the contempory national & international reality, becausee
tremenddus = changes have taken place in all walks of life.
The shift development of Science & technology in 20th
century the Post -~ War Capitalist economy has adopted many
reforms and as a result Capitalist Politics has greatly
changed. A host of questions have posed a challenges
to Marxism,

But this does not mean that Marxiam is Incrisis or
on the verge of bankruptcy , as many western analyst
say 30, On the contrary, Scientic analysis of these
problems will provide unlimited motive forces to Marxism.62
What is important thds.. is to use Marxist “method to analyse the
need ' for change and reform.

China 1s grappling with specific problems
and trying to find its own path of Socialism ,* In-cor-

porating some of the measures of Western Capitalist

62. Dalip S. Swamy, Revi  Article Marxism Today Ppp.3,4,5.
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countrys cannot be regarded altogather wrong or out and

out revisionism, We are living in a World where bourge=-
ouvise Systems also exist.. As regard the bogey of bourgeouise
liberatization or Capitalist Penetretion when and- as the
danger will crop up the communist Party must combat it
politically and ideologically. hina's success lies in
pragmatism & adhering to Marxism leninism, Any de¥iation

might cause a threat to the very existence of the Chinese
Communist regime,

LA 2 a2 23 )



' R —- e
CI\.--\J A D e e &



Cu.CLusIva:

The concepts of socialism and democracy have been
proved to be extremely necessary in furthering the cause
of the majority i.e. masses of the people. Socizlism implies
an equal share to each and every individuzl in society,
and full autonomy to human beings for self-fulfilment.
Democracy ensures fuller narticipation in the political
and socio-economic processes of society. It is essential

thus that democracy and socialism go together for each is

incomplete without the Olher.

ytalint's ers and the period of culturzl revolution
in the history of =socialist societies, events which generated
cortroversies and debates., It is indisputabie that these
phases led to miseries and hardshios on those societies.
Though T<r Long pericd of time theBe periods were Jjus*tified
by socialist as "being essential" since they thwvarted
imperialism and strengthened socialist systems. It is
evident that these phases were actuzlly breaks in the

concept orf sccialist democracy.

Currently the ovoviet Laion and China are relooking
into their past and once again trying to generzfe discussion -
debate, aad analysimng pasi problems.with a view to change
the present, In this study we have atiempted to understaad
this process and try to relate these developmentis to the

history of these societies. Ye have attecoted to exauine
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the post revolutionary experiences of these socleties and
place thex in the context of the general problens of
socialism as also in-the puilding of socialism, in the
specific historicazl context of these societies. Ve have
briefly discu.sed the views of the founders of socialism
mainly V.I. Lenin and process of transition to socialisnm,
as no work on Joviet society can be considered conplete
without this exam‘nation, “Je focussed on Lenin's views

on the ques ion of workers participation in the managenent
of economy snd state. Among the later contributors, the
views of Paul JSweezy and Charles Battelheim were discussed
in detail., Vhile writers Sieezy & 3attleheim are
well know critics from the new left point of view their
avowedly :larxist methodology makes them synmpathizers

of the societies and cause., Thelir works are all the more
important today, beccuse soviet intellectual seem to

pe criticising the stclin and Brezhnev periods from a

similar point of view.

Wie have discussed the post 1917 historical developments
in the soviet Union, and arranged our discussion about the
following eras, Lenin, Stalin, Khruschev and 3rezhpev.

We briefly also referred the debate sbout the nzture of
Soviet state oy Tony Cliff, Charles Battlefeim and Trotsky.
This was meant to provide a historical and theoretical

background for analysing Gorbachev's reforms.



sefore proeeeding on the nature of Gorbachev's
reforms in the 3Joviet Union, we discussed in this chapter
the post liberation experience of China, broadly sketching
the countours of China's developments in lao's period.
Besides discussing the internal development of China
the consequencesof great' leap forward and cultural
revolution, we also discussed some aspects of the Sino-

Joviet relationship,

It was not possible for us to make 'objective
assessment of Cultural revolution as many things are
either unknown or cocmplex" (p.37). However, we could
conclude thzt the noct impnortant feature was that inspite
of rapid economic development and great achievenments,
China under liao remained underdeveloped and a backward
country. Zven today education, health and transport
fecilities are inadequate and scientific, technological,
agricultural and ind.strial development is still far
from satisfactory (p.40). It is in this background that
China's recent modernization drive has to be seen and this

1s subject matter of Chapter-III,

In Chapter II we based ourselves on recent Soviet
writings, specially liikhail Go_bachev as well as Western
conzentary on these developments, we tried to understand
the nature, content and scope of these changes. e have

tried to find out "what is Perestroika and Glasnost? Why
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do the Jjoviet People and socialist all over the world

need 1t? #hat is iis substance and its objeciive? What does
it reject and what does it create? How it is proceeding

and what might be its consequences for Soviet Union and the

world comamunity" (p.45).

After briefly recaptuzlating biographical details
of liikhail Gorbachev and certzin land mark development of
this period. ‘e discussed the =ffects of Glasnost on various
facets or soviet life, for example, on the media, the attitude
towards dissents, the functioning of the party, the necessity
of reappraisal of histourical experience of Soviet Union,

the natiionality ques.ion ete.

le are coavinced that Glasnost is an essential pre-
requisite of badly needed reform in socialist society.
Perestroikaza and Glasnost or ths "Say as it is" movement has
characterized the dedate on the nature, content, pace etc.
of restructuring. Yhile discussing these debates we have also
referred to the views of sone major contributors to the de-
bates other than Gorbachev. The recent 19th party conference
has given a significont boost to the process of Perestroika
which was launched thres years back. The most significance
of these changes, is a clear distinction between leadership

and apparat,.

Besides the politiczl reforms which dominated recent
party conference, the most significant dimension has been the

Perestroika of the economy. ‘The most severe economic problem
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trhat Gorbazchev has focused on was the falling growth rate,
slow pace of techniccl innovation and rampant ineffiency.

The step undertaken in this sphere have been discussed under
various sub-sectiocons for example, workers managenent, issue

of price, 3tate subsidies, agrarian sector. The 19th Party
conference which hzs endorsed these fundamental changes in

the political and economic sphere has clearly shown that
Gorbachew appeals for chunge since the 27th CPSU congress

are being transformed into reality. Gorbachev snd his
supsorters are committed enough to do itTthough some of the
Soviet concessions in the field on disarmament were criticised
by 'hard liners' and even soviet military, forces of peace
all over the world have welconed these necesssry and practical
steps taken by Gorbachev, In this process imperialism

too has been exposed. The Soviet effort to combine disarma-

ment with development has taken coucrete shape.

Lastly, we have also discussed literature and
tlhhe nature of political commentaries which hes undergone
tremendous change due to removal of censorship. e also
discussed the problems and opposition to change including
the politiccl rightists which Gorbachev is fzcing and effect-

ively debating with,

0 account of the recent developments in the Soviet
Union, can be complete without discussing the bold initiative
in the sphere of foreign policy. Here we feel Gorbachev

has ushered in an era of optirism and hope; regarding disarma—

ment and world pe: =, the long discourses on peace by soviet
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leaders hias been coacretized through negoviation su.mits

with tre dest and realist anprozch.

In Chapter III we discussed modernization initiated
by the post liao leadership of China, The need of modernization
as hichlighted by Chinese leadership and its repercussion,
e a2lso discussed that many western intellectuals have
criticised the present Chin-pse path .of developnent, and
how the socio-political & econonic scenario of China has
consideraoly changed after adopting an onen d0oxr policy

and moderniz:tion drive.

gur study believes that 'Pragmatism' has becorme a
watch world in China, and this is seen as an alternative
strategy to overcome the relztively backward economy of
China. 1In this new work culture, the emphasis is upon
production without delving into the issue of production
relationgs. Yhis is point that critics of Chinese affaris
equate with China's new course 0of development with that

-

of capitalism. In this regard, we have referred the views
of Charles Battleheim, However, we would feel that though
China badly needed reforms, how far it is travelling away
from ilarxist tenets, could only revealed by time. As these
socialist systems sTill maintain their socialist ideology
and infrastructure. In the aj rarian sectorthe commune
sycten in China is being restructured and replaced by the

household responsibility system. ‘e have also focused on
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the political reforms initiated since HMao's death. "The
Chinese have tried to revanmp their pclitical system since
1977, like related efforts in economies, these political
cnanges are a reaction (o the enormous problecf that lao

bequethed on his successor when he died in 1976" (p.121).

Jeparafing the pnarty from ne govt.,, democratising leadership,
indwe¥ing profe. ~icnzl experts in the leading porition
of govt. and purty has been discussed in tnis section,
In other words, the process cf de-Maoization and the lessen=-
ing importance of the communist party is visible. The meaning
end the content of some slogans as 'Catching up with the 'est!
tUvertaking advance!' and pricary stage of socilalism provides
a certzin philosophiczl undeﬁstamding of change and refbrms

S
undergoing in China, Whichéeihoes of the changes atteumpted
at the Ihruschev period, China has generated a lot of discu-
ssion and debate whether Chirna will go capitalist? Jettes-
oning ilarxism, Teninisn and lacism. %the views of several
schools of thought an this icssue were discussed and we fzel
that China is grappling qith specific problems inherent
in its system aad is trying to find its own path of socialisnm,
incoperating some of the measures of Uestern capitalist
countries along with its socialist infrstructure. However,
China's success lies in pragmatism and adhering to larxism -

Leninism" (p-136). 'le are convinced that the ongoing reforms
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in the Soviet Union and China mark the end of orthodox
Marxism and are rejecting what ever is outdated. These
roforms should be thus welcomed by those who aspire

t0 a more united aznd stronger socizlist movement.
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