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PREFACE

The period of my study covers the years £rom
1839 to 1880, 1.e., from the time of sending military
expeditions to the Naga uprising (1879-1880),

In Chapter I, an attempt has been made to give
- a pici:;uré of the pre-colonial political, social and
religious structure of the Nagas; This provides the
historical backgrou;ad to, the adc.ptioix of the various
British policies. '

The second chapter deals mainly with the three
broad phases of British policy - the military expedi-
tions, the non-interference policy and the gradual
annexationist policy,.

In the third chapter, the various 'conciliétory
policies such as the sending of the Christian
missionaries to transform the tribal wiy of life
through the opeﬁing of schools, ete, ai:é discussed,
The direct role of the goverment itself in this res-
pect i;s also examined,

The fourth chapter deals with the various admi-
nistrative meagures adopted since the formation of the
 Naga Hills District in 1866. |

The concluding chapter tries to bring out the
extent to which colonial policies sowed the seed of

the present Naga problem,
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CHAPTER « I
INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

One of the problems which the Government of India
is confronting today‘is the Naga problem amd to under-
stand it, one has tb study the hiétori¢al background,
the development of the British policies and resultant
reactions of the Nagas, But it is not surprising that
most of the works so far published deal mostly with
the current Naga movement and therefore fail to give
a deep insight into the working of British policies
towards the Nagas., Aalexander Mackenzie's book,
"History of the Relation of the Govermnment with the
Hill Tribes of North Bast Frontier of Bengal® (Cale
cutta, 1884), is'an_authoritative work regarding
British policies; However, as a British officer, he
tends to be biased in his writing., The object of this
dissertation is to point out the main factors under-
lying British policies from the time they came into

contact with the Nagas.,



b ,,gtrategit:’al Importance

“—Féw Nations 'borrdei;ihg upon the British dominion
in India are less generally known than those inhabit-
ing the extreme N.E.F. .vavf'_ Bengal, and yet, in a com-
mercial, a statisﬁiéal'ot a political point of view,
no country of Assam is situated in almost immediate
cént_acﬁ with the empires of China and Ava, being sepa-
rated from each other by a narrow belt of mountainous
country, possessed by haz;barious tribes of independent
savages, and capable of being crossed over in the pre-

sent state of communication in 10 or 12 days.“l

It
is from these mountain ranges that originate the great
rivers of Nankin, Cambodia, Ava and Assam and appear,
designed by nature as the great highways of commerce

between the nations of ultra-Gangetic Asi'a.z

It was
through this part of India that incursions in the past
had been‘maﬂe by the Burmese, Its immediate neighe
bours -~ Naga Hills, sikkim, Bhutan, N.BE.F.A., Manipur
and Mizo hills, etc, act as protecting walls against
the foreign attacks, |

Politically speaking, no part of a country is

less important than others, Yet the most lmportant

1. Jol'm‘ M'Cosh,. Topography of Asgam, 1975 (lst Pub,,
1837 )fi v«p.132.

2, Ibid,




strategical regions are the frontiers or the border
areas of a.counﬁry through which the oﬁtsidé encroach-
ments can be and had been attempﬁed»anﬂvwhich are very
much sensitive tod.' since nature has been kind to the
‘,sub-continent - India, by bestow%ng upon her a good

- geographical bouhdary‘o: protection especially in the
south and the north by the waters of the Bay of
Bengal; thé Indian Ocean and the arabian Sea and the
Great Himalaya respectively, her difficult problem is
to guard the north-west and north-eastern region with
all her possessions - wealth, would have attracted

the attention of the waernment of India (in the free
 Democratic Republic), but it was only after the de-
bacle during the Indo-China War of 1962 that Assam
bégan to have claimed'or'receiyed due’attention in
military as well as in economic maﬁters. It is true
that the Indian leaders showed great perception in
poiitical matters to this_bogder state, yet, by and
large iﬁ took a war to realise how remote, vglneréble
.7and heipless,‘ASsam could be if taken for granted or
neglected, However, the Britiéh understood the
'impoitance of this region‘from the time of its occu-
pation, due to the ;ichvecqnomic benefits that they

knew they could derive. Meanwhile one has to take



into account the importance of Burma for the British
commercial interests that they showed in the first
half of the lath century. in fact, the Anglo-nurmese |
_War (1824-26) was fought out due to the fear of the
growing angla-French rivalry in commercial interests
in the east.3 Later on Burma fell a prey to the Bri-
tish colonists in the precess‘of exploiting the country.
The BritiSh aléé‘were éonséious of the necéssity of
developing closer political relation with ‘the neighbour-
ing border kingdoms - Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and sikkim.
which became protected allies 4n that process.4
Geegraphically, the Naga nills 1ie on the north-
eastern frontiers of the Britishbindia ahd;és‘éuch,lit
needed,spécial ekill or tactics to secure peacé as a
frontiér area, as the.British took care to prévent"
ﬁussian infldence from entering India through the north
west frontier, they needed to check the.pdwer of Burma
on the north east. Secondly, internally they had to
check their raids cbmmitted on theirvsubjects invASsam;
Thikd, in order to protect their tea-gardens on the

Upper Assam. or in order to protect the 1low lands |

o

3. S.K Bakshi, Britlsh Diplomacy and Administration
in Ihdia, 1807~13, Delhi 1971, P. 132. S

4, Bishwaswar Prasad, Fbundation of India s Fbreig_
Poligz, 1860-82, Delhi, 1962, p. 79.
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from the Naga raids, the British government had to
- follow different types of policies suited to the cir-
cumstances and positions. ) 4

To begin with, it is necessary to know who these
Nagas are, and how and whyrghe term 'Naga' is applied
to them, |
| It is still a mystery amd no 1iteréﬁufe is a&ail;
able to reéeal the origin of the derivation of this
' term 'Naga'., Yet, there are theories as to its source,
meaning and scope. ’ :

According to some philologists the word-;Naga'
originated from a sSanskrit work *Nagam' meaning 'snaée-
'rece'. But this cannot be‘éCCthéd; The Nagas, iﬁstead
of worshipping the ‘Snake-God‘', kill and eat snakes.
Moreover, snake-worshippers were not even called by
| this term, |

The second theory ‘evolved by J, H Hutton 15 that
it is merely a Enrnpean 1engthening of the Assamese
*Noga' (pronounced as 'Naga') meaning ‘naked® - appliéé
to all the hil; tribes, However, the Nagas were not
the only people who were naked,

‘The texrm !Nagé' according to the third theory is

that-itﬂis.dexived from»the wcrdv'Nagna"ﬁeaning

5. J.H, Hutton. The angami Nagas. foord University
Press, Bombay, 1969, Pe Do



‘mountaineer’, 'mquptainoug.‘* ox '1riaccessiblé place!',
Though it is true that the Hégas_ ,iive in such places,
why should it necessarily be applied to them and not
to the other tribes who also live in the similar con-
dition? | B

Mr Peal formulated another theory according to
which the word "'Naga_" is derived from the root word
‘*Nag' or *'Nok* meaﬂing ‘people! ,6 This has more
weight beca{zse while the non-Nagas were known by their
own nafnes. the Nagas were known by the simple word
‘pecple! by others.’] E.A. Gait also thought that
this term derived from the word ‘Nok® means 'dao’ in
&0 language and ‘ka' means 'to have', Hence, the- wozd

‘Naga' may be d;er.jl.veé from *Nok-ka' to indicate a man

8 he cacharis called the hill people

with a dao.
'Nahngra' meaning ‘warrior® or ‘fighter', The Assamese
pronounced it as 'Nugha' or ‘Noga', vH;ence,, it was
anglicized as ‘'Naga' to denote the characteristic of

the warrior.? 'Elwin too thought that the word was

6, Ibid. ' . ' A
7. M, Horam, Nags Polity, Delhi, 1975, p.24.

8._P‘T.:9h1119$§ 1

9.'



derived from 'Nok® or ‘people’ according to some,‘mbeto-l
Burman language, ' |

However, there aré a good number of tribes in the
world having differences in social, political and teli-_
gious structures but t.hi‘s‘ particular term is applied only
to this racé-. It cannot be due to their religious or
social set up, Therefore the only acceptable theory is
that the tem Nagas was applied by others to mean people
of a particularx race; |

Bthnically, the Nagas are an Indo-Mongoloid folk,
divided over a number of major tribes, speaking unintel-
ligible languages ard dialects.lo Linguigtically, they
belong to the Tibeto-Burman gmup.u
The Nagas are not confined to the sState of Nagaav
land alone but are found in different states and Union
Territories of India - Manipur, Assam, North Bast
Frontier Agency and a foreign country - Buhm. There
are more than forty Naga tribes; such as, &, lotha,
Sema, Rengma, angami, Chakkesang; Zemal, Liangnai,
angmai, Konj(ak, Khiemingam, Y;mc‘hunger, Sangtam, Phom,
Chang, Pochurry (in Nagalamd), Mao, Poumai, Tangkhul,
Anal, Maring, Lankang, Mon, Thangal, Marram (in uanipur).

10. M, Alenchiba, A Brief Historical Account of Nagalam,
Jorhat (ASS@’, 1970' P 1.

11. G;A; Grierson,

Burman Family,
printﬂi » P 1930
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Para, sira, Nok, Solo, Panyo, Kayo, Macham, Aran, |
I,ungklmﬁ.,f Haimi,' ‘Jaro, P:lngﬁ, Clﬁnipi. Lalnou, Moyon,
Monshang (in ‘Burma), Nokte and others (1ri .Ar:uma.c:‘lmec;l.)-.12
They inhabit the remote mo’untainoua region which
extended from the Patkai 'i:ang’e in the north to the
Thangdut in the south and from the Assan Frontier in

the west to the Chindwin river in the (@ea-\:;t:'.13

the
lasting impact of the British rule is the division of
these people ﬁbliticélly: In othér words, the disun'i-
fied form of Government prevailing in the pre-colonial
period renaihed :unaltered'-.* Tﬁe concept of ‘Naga‘Nation‘
was absent in those days, and in fact, they were cone
stantly engaged in '\;ra:f.are, headhunting and intgr—tribal
and blood feuds, Perhaps these political differences
among themselves facilitated alien éémination. Yet,

| one cannot deny mie»fact that ‘oneness' was 'flelt when
.they were confronted with the British fdr instance in
the war of 1879-80, Had the British tried to unite
these people under one political organization, the

‘Naga Problem' of today, wouid never have rarisen. An,y-

way, one cannot blame the /British éhtirely for their

12, Nagaland Prayer Fellowship, Kohima, Nagaland,
dated 10Eh ouly 1979,

13, Toid. See wap on Page (OF7
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lack of init@ because ghey had vegsted interests
in commercial gain, In fact, in order to secure peace
in their territories, the policy of ‘divide and suppress®
was followed in practice, A‘Therefare, they did not
intend to organise a political oneness among these
people byt left the tribes to themselves till they
gained political consciousness as & result of the alien
'cont_roi. | |
_ | - The Nagal and .state_of today contains only a few of
the‘x(iaga tribes mentioned earlier and is the significant
development of the pm‘eess o£ changes that originated
since 1866 with the formation of the new district for
 the first time m;der the name of the ‘Naga H:I.lls Dis-
trict', This included only a few Naga inhabited areas
and the Kuki villages, v

The present state lies between 25" and 27'4 north
and 93120 and 95'15 east amd has an area of 6,366 sq,
miles,’® or 16,527 sq. km. with a population of
5,16,449 (aecotding,to 1971 census) and consists of
_seven dialects. It is bounded on the south by Manipur,
east by Burma, west by Assam and north by arunachal
Pradeshy¥ |

14, Bagaland is born, Govermment of Nagaland, Kohima,
Calcutta, 1963, p. 121.

* See wof s page 167 .
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The Naga hills consist of a few plain areas and
most of hilly tracts and imountains rising from 900 to
1200 metreé sbove sea ’1eveli and iﬁtersected, by numerous

 streams and ‘rivers which ',;fflow from the mountain on all

sides, ' The most outsténdingihins between the Kaliani

Sargatl snd Dhaneswari rivers between 2000 to 3000 ft,

in height, covered vﬂ.tﬁ dense forest, the Barrall

raﬁge of. mountains exterﬁ ing 'fz‘rom' Cachar in a northe

east efirly direction through the district joining the

Patkai s‘:anger.:"5

The highest mountain is Sermati in
Tuensang District which rises to 3,840 metres above
the sea level and the highest peak is Japfu about 3014
metres or 9,890 f£t, in height amd is in Kohima Dig-
trict.m I ' o -

There are no rivers navigable by boat throughout
tﬁe year, The Doyang and the Dhaneswari (_Dhansiti) and
the Jamuna are .navi‘gable only during the x:ainy season,
The Doyang river which forms the eastern boundary
flows from south to north through the mthav and angami
inhabited areas and joins the Dhanseri fivér.. This is |

the only important river for its navigability for a-.

15‘. 'w'o:wc» mntEr' ,‘.‘
Vol, II, Delhi,

16, H. Bareh, 'me.Gézette,er of ‘India, Na aland, Kohima
District, Calcutta, 1970, p. 1. :
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few miles, -Its tributaries on the west bank are
Rengmapani or .Zﬁler‘a,‘ the Zélu and the siju, The
D‘hahe_swari river from the Barail hills to itg con-
fluenice with the Doyang runs in a north easterly
direction at first and then a northexly dirf,cuon ,
through the 'cexit,re of the heavy forest and the .
Nambar, Deopani and the Diphupani rivers as its tri-
butaries,l"w-.. e - o oo
No Naga village ‘lies near the river. . However,
‘the river water is utilized fofr-.i‘_‘rrigatiom The Naga
hills possesses some important ﬁiner‘als.like ‘coal,
¢halk, chromium, nickel and cobalt bearing magnetic
high grade limestone in the Rengma hills (in the first
two cases) and limestone along the banks of the Nambar

18  snese minerals are not yet exploited still

river,
today, There are alsoc some hot springs of which the
Rambar is the most important,

The extensive forests (92,800 sq. miles) were not
ecommiéally utilized before 1870, iowever, in that
year, the yorest Department took a step forwaxd and
decided to exploit the resources of the Nambar forest,®

Herice, the forest products - bees, wax, several dyes,

18. Mo. Pe 176,
19, Ibid.
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a Varietyvof cinnamon, several kinds of fibre, creepers,
etc. weréd utilized by the Mikir amd Naga tribes,2°

In the densely forested hills are found a number
of diffzerent' types of animals from the biggest to the
smallest and birds of all types, The rivers are also
rich in fish., However, mo trade on wild skin animals
was carried out in the 19th centuty Indigenous tea
.also grows all along the low. mri:hern slopes at the

foot of the Barail.m-'

Polit.ical, 30(:5.31 and Relig ous organxzations of the
Na gas in gre-colonial period

In an understand;ng of the politiecal, soc.tal and

. reli.gious érganizat:ions of thé Nagas in ‘the pre-colo-
niél ‘per.i'oAd, the knowledgé of theirvpoliti‘_cél rgiat.ion-'
ship with their neighbours is esgential, }bweﬁezj, due
to the ab‘s‘encek 6‘;_137"111;‘.erature on.‘ t.hé side of the Nagas,
it is not ﬁossiblé to colnclude plainly that they were
dependent or independent politically on the state level,
Aga}i‘n, t.he i:e;m' ‘Naga' had been véry loosely used for
the tribes, some of which do not 1n reality belong to

it or for that matter in those éarliéy days. 'As such

21, &s050.YONUo,. zhé g;‘i.sing Nag_g_s;,, nej_,hi,,, 1974, p. S.

i



the chmnicles of the Ahoms who mled assem since the
early 13th century do not give us a clear cut :I.dea as
to which part.icular tribes of the Nagas who were in.
volved in t:he conflicts or had good relations with

the Ahoms.22 ’rhey were referred to simply as 'Nagas'

- t.he village or area of the:.r habitation being attached

to t.heir names.zs‘

S0, the most re}.iable sourges would
- be the z:-eports of the British officials, who came into
direct contact with theSe tribes as they found —thven ati
that t.ime‘.v in fact much would be baaed upon such
reports, articles or ccntanpoxaxy baoks.

‘Emm'the available sources; it is clear §Mt only
the tribes bordering on the plains had direct relation
with the outsiders - the aAhoms, But such keiationsh:lp
appears to have been a combination of enmity and friend-
ship "with the raids as well as peaceful alliances"
from time to time.2? The Nagas having no political
orge;nization naturally fell an easy victim to the more
powerful nei'ghbonr to whom théy paid tributes in the

25

‘form of mithuns and other commodities.”> In return

22, M. Alemchiba, Op. git., p. 29.
23. Ibid.

24, &Asoso Yaonuo, Op,. cit cit:., p. 56,
25, Ibid.
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the:} were granted révenue-free lands and fishing
waters on the und erstén@ing that they would not commit

any ﬁredatoty raids in ‘the plaim.zs

In other words,
the ahoms maintained such felationéhip, in order to
secure peace on the frontiers, but it did not neces«
sarily meén that the Nagas were under £he Ahoms, It
was rather a diplomatic ’_rel ationship. B.A, éait
assertéd that the «Ahoms never absorbed them and it
was not the policy of the British either to absorb
them into their territory,?’
The ahom policy towards the hill tribes 85 SUMMae

rised by N.K. BasuZ®

was to “conciliate these tribes

by' promising to furnish them their neces;saries as far
as ;ﬁossible. 1f they indulge in wanton pillages, pursue
and capture the miscreants, but; never over«~step the
limits,” Such policy was successful as was also testi-
fied by the Mogul }Chmnicle'r Shihabuddin Talish , who
accompanied Mir Jumla in his expedition in 166263, A
similar policy was also followed by the British govern-

ment as we shall see in the subsequent ctfapters.

26, Ibid.
27. E A. Gait, Histog of &ssan. calcutta, 1967, p. 366,
28, Basu; N,K., ‘Asgam. in the ahom e 1228-1828 (Being

Pol:l.tical, Econom ca:. amd SOC- o-Cultural Studies), v
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The success of such policy also acknowledged that:
the Ahoms being realistic and practical, did not allow
their friendly epproach and conciliatory measures to
pass off as signs of weakness, rather did undertake the

29 Secondly, the

coercive measures whenever necessary.

non-existence of the caste prejudice among the aAhoms also

contributed to the success of the policy, The tribes

on the other hand,_ would not desire to interfere in

the affairs of the ahoms who left. them completely free

to their own way of life, ' The report of Captain 'Brpd:l.e

too proves that the "assam Government fournd it more con-

venient to conciliate the Nagas by presents than to

overawe them by eo»ercien."w
Regarding the Nagas bordering Cachar,v Manipur and

Burma, it is difficult to assert that they were ruled

by these neighbouring countries, ’ 'mbin'sonal believed

that the Angami Nagas did not have any immediate commu-

. nication »-w:[.th ‘the Kacharis except through-some inter- -

29. Ibict.. Pe 146,

30, A letter from Captain Brodie, the Principal Assis-
tant to Govexmr-General's Agent, to Captain Jenkins,
- Agent to the Governor-General, N,E.F., from selection
of papers Hill Tracts between Assan and Burma, De].hi,
1978, p. 287,

" 31, Robinson; W.s; & Descr.tgtive a::cmum: of Asaam. London,
1841, p. 388,




«]16-

mediaries ~ the Kacharis and some of the Nagas living
in the lowest hills. The Manipur Raja 1ﬁvaded their
villages in 1834 but did not annex their country. Then
the question arises *"what a@bout their political status
prior to 18347". The Nagas inhabiting the north- |
eastern part of Manipur too, were outside the purview
- of the 1a1;ter and it is also asserted byf the Secretary

‘to the Ghief c«amnissioner of Assam.,az "rhough the |
" vBritxsh Officers had different opinions as to Manipuri'
authcxity over the above people, most ef them agreed
that the latter had no authority over them., The Nagas
inhabiting the northern part of Manipur came under the
rule of it only in 1891 with the ax';‘néx:atidn to the
British empire and this goes even for the tribes as a
whole. 'In the same way, the Burma.bordered Ragas re-
mained iéblated ard i‘ndepeﬁdent.sa

Now coming to the political organisation of the

Nagas, it‘i'é clear that they were not united under a

particular' 'fomi of government, - In fact, ;-éa'ch-viliage :

32, A let.ter fx:om 5.0.8B, Ridadale C.5. Secy. to the c.cC.
of Assam, to T.H. Thornton, Bsqg., D.C.L., Off, Secy.
to the Government of India, Foreign. Deparﬁment,
ngs.. J‘anuary 1877, Mo, 89, pp. 556. .

33. R. Gram: Brown, Burma as I gaw it, 1889-—191‘7.
- Iandon, 1926c P». 18, R _ .
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not to speak of each tribe, was independent, Though,
one cannot deny tﬁe; fact that some tribes formed a
canfedera’cy under a powerful chief for mutual defence,
internally they were independent, &as such, the
politicél structure ranged from the autocracy in the
case of the Konyaks and' the Semas, to the purest demo-
cracy in the case of the Angamisu but all at _v:i.llage
1eve1. o _ | |
To supplement the prevalence of the different

forms vpf gove;:nment anong the Nagas, it is also essen~
tial to study the '.thengat':i.stin;g practj;ces;, The most
important of all the practices was head-hunting, It
was this practice which led them to éomj.t outrages
" among themselves finally leading to continual feuds,
Blood once shed must be avenged and this had led to .
its continuity from generation to genératio_n.

" he practice of head-hunting has a three-fold
: functibn - political, social and religious,: Politi-
cally, a man who possessed more heads was considered
the most powerful, strongest and bravest of all who
then could be elected as the chief or the leader of
the clan or’ the village. socially, it was difficult
for a.man to get a wife if he did not brinqat least

34, mcxclcgaeﬁia Brit.an.tca, Usa, vol,. 15 1965,
pP.- 1147,
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| one head; in other words, he was looked down by the
.écciety as a céﬁéﬁdhg He could not wear the special
cowry as a sign of his bravery or maturity., It was
a desire for pérsc'méi excellence in sociéty}.‘ Bvery
Naga village was a self-contained unit and a reservoir
of a Ysoul force' which the & Nagas call ‘aren' and
which was thought 'to make crops flourish and increase

35

the children and animals, They believed that ‘arent

was contained in the head amd was regarded as a little
'figure which one could see in another person's efye;as
Naturally to increase the supply of taren' for the
welfare of village was to obtain as many heads as possi-
ble, By doing so, more .'aren"; it was believed, could
be added to the village reservoir, ~ In other words,
indirectly it was a so;r:t. of religious practice to

ensure the increase of wealth. It was this intense

need for 'arén' that caused the Nagas to take great
risks involved in head-hunting. This practice created
tension and fear among themselves and very much 1nf1u-
enced their way of living, To defend themselves from

their enemies, the villages rw.'ere tht_-__zlrefore,:_ perched on’

35. J.P, Mills, “The Head.Hunters of Assam* (Illustrated),
Journal of the RO ‘al Central Asian’ mcie s Vol XXXII,
1935, p. 418. i . ‘

36 ° Ibido
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a hill top, isolated from and hostile from its closest

37 It was .méinly for defensive purposes that

neighbour,
they usually had only two main gates which were opened
only twice a day in the morning for the peop‘le to go
to ‘their fields and in the evening for them to come in,
Then ancther important measure was, the building of
*Bachelors' Dorxmitery' or “Guard House" near the gates,
which was kept under watch, _Mc:ording to the circume
.stances and logaﬁions' or posi{:ioas of the site of the
villages, different tribes had different methods of
defending their villages £rom oﬁtside and sudden attack,
Thus the Angamis used magsonary \éélls while hedges of |
living cane were used by Konyake;ae The Loﬁhas on the
other hand, built 6uter and inner defence lines - the
former being usually a ditch full o@‘}s A rough
wooden plank was used to cross this ditch during the
day and Q:as removed at night or during war, The inner
defence consisted of thick bamboos and sticks with

panjis interspersed but where the hill slopes were steep;

37. M :Horam; Opscit,, pe 61,
380 Ibid.‘ pi 62. .
39. Ibid,

>
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it was not necessary.. .'l'he pracaut:ion was taken in such
@ way that even pathé léadir;g upté the village were |
‘narmw ami covered on bo‘ch sides by heavy and tharny
h creepers, In this way, the enemies could enter the
village only in a single f:i.:l.e.40 |

Now coming to their political organizatibn; it is
essential to note that vlike other tribes in the world,
e{rery Naga villag'é waé ruled by a chieftain though-in
the case of the Anganis such post was not worth the
name,  The post was therefore either her&itary or
va\.{i»red or the crganization was either autoératic or
.danoc;*atic. It is difficult' to point out why such difa-
ferences existed among ﬁhe same ‘ethnic group, but suffice
it to state that circumstanceg led them to such,

It is important to note that their villages were
administ'e:ed by a chief and a council of elders both
dependent upon each other, The chiéf was and is still
known as ‘awunga‘' by the Tangkhuls, *Kemovo* by the
angamis, *Sosangs' by the 08, 'ﬁRil;:yuhgs' by the lothas,
"ﬂ\kukau" by the semas, *Kedange' or ‘ang* by the Kanyaks,
atc.‘u ‘fhe"chieftainship in the last two tribes was here- |

ditary while in the case of the former ones, it was not,

41. Ibid., p. 82.
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In the democratic case,,—- election.was necessary based
on personal vqualit;eé. such as good physique, dominating
personality, eloquence of speech, bravery on the battle
field, etc. in order to command love and respect from
the people as he was t@ be the model for a11.42 HOWe
ever, he.was lisble to removal from the post if he |
failed in his duties, - In the case of the angamis such’
" post was held sometimes only for a meeting, or just a

43

head-huntj.ng campaign or a single battle field, in -

the case of the Rengmaé, the post was hereditary in

the family cf the man who originally foumied the viilage.44
The most suitable man of the cl an could became the chief
by force of character, In the case of the angamis too,

J. H mtton stated that: in some cases ch:!.efteinsbip cr

Pehumaship was heraditary, 45

At the same time such
headship depended on anything more than the influence,
wealth amdl intelligence of the heir to retain the pmsi:_.‘u‘i
In opﬁér words, unless the helr apparent possessed the

essential qualities, the post: was likely to go to anyone

42.\m1d.. oe 75,
43.wxbm., p. 80,

44, J.P. Mills, 'rhe mtha MacMillan & Co., ltd.,
. 8t, Martin s .street. Long 1922, p. 96,

45, J.H, Hutton, 'me Angam ami Nagas, m'gcit.., P. 142.
46, Ibid,
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who would be found fit. Bui;lex: believed that the
authority or title of the chief of a village was here-
ditary.  He added that though generally there were two
‘chiefs (Kemovo-clan leaders) their authority was
nominal whose orders were 6beyed only in accord
with the wishes ard convenience of the conmmnity.’47
Such chieftainship was found convenient and was there.
fore recognised by the British administrators when the
tribes cameunder.ﬁheir control and appointed them as
gaonburas, Whatever the reason, the Angamis were
denockatic in every sense of the term because all the
political proceedings were carried out accord.tx“xg to the
publicv opinion. To quote Butler, “Everyman follows the
dictates of h.té own will, a form of the purest democrg—
cy, which it is very difficult to conceive of as exist-
ing even for a single day, and yet that it dbes exist
here is an undeniable fact.-‘ﬂa '

In each village, anong the Aos, the council of
elders called Tatars tbok full charge of the adminig~
tration of @:he Yillage -~ the originslly established

king 's powers being centered round this council .'49

47. But.ler, Travels and MVentures in Assam, London,
1855, p. 146, .

4’8.‘ !‘thton, Q.Ciﬁ.‘, p. 143

49. Tajenyuba &0, 40 Naga Customary lLaws, Mokokchung,
}A957l p. 10.
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an Ao 'vil;‘i.age was afrepublic having a defined territory
and an unwritten eonstituti_on.so The Council of Tatars e'
was the gua;zd._ian of the village republic. &according to
Tajenyuba, originally they had a monarchial form of
govefnment, ‘but due to some circumstances and cbndi..

" tions such as the “ariétocratj.c policy of a tyranny and
high handédness of the ruler, some sort of democratic -
feelings of 1ibe:ty; equality amd frate:nity51 came

into existence. Some villages acknowledged the suzerainty
of a powerful village by means of Tepu acha* in fear

of external invasions, but, nonetheless, they weré

sovereign in their internal affairs.52

The society
centered round this Council of Tatars which held the
legislative, executive axﬁjudiciab powers, Though
democratic in election system, no member of the council
could be re-elected as it was against their customary
laws.” &s in the case of the other tribes, each clan

53 How far this

in the village had to be répresented.?
democratif was practised in their political structure

will be clear from the following process. This Council

50, Ibid., p. 9
* Literally, ‘4t means ‘calling father!' but in ‘the-
real sense of the tem, it was a calling name of
the conquerer by the conquered people,
52, Ibid., p. 38,
53, ibid., p. 39,
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of Tatars as mentioned above possessed three-fold '
powers, but in mattvérﬁ of utmost importance, public
consent was sought, though they were at the same
time énpowered to téke any decision., 1In order to
discuss the various implications, a village confe-
rence consisting of the middle aged men from the age
of thirty, was held. It is important to note that
in political matters an Arichusangr* never stood as
a unit but in executive ihaﬁt-ers- an arichu was no less
important and in fact, the churzen (Capt, of the
Arichu) was recognised to be an orghnié importance, >4
To sum up, the Council of Tatars was responsible for
the administration of the village based upon the will
and wishes of the people in ccnfomity to the cﬁstomary
laws., 1In this way, the term democracy can be very well
applied which in practice was government of the people,
for the people and by the pecple, ,

In the case of Kebuls, every village had its here-
ditary officers, namely the Kul-Lepka, the Imlaka and

Lampn.s' i ‘rhe chief was a man of outatanding character

* It's metrﬂoer of a social institution,. Arichu or
*Bachelor's Dormitory* who was considered as a
full-fledged member for a puhlic career,

54, Ibid., Pe 41.

55. George watt, "The &boriginal Tribes of Manipur®,
- Journal of the anthropological Institute, Vol.xvi,
. 1837.’139. 343-76. quotai by Al N, Veo n The
‘ Nagas’ invthe 19th Century, Oxford f)n:l.versity Press,
‘Bombay," 119590 P. 456,
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and influence, both in wealth and in courage. However,
that was not usually the case - each village being like
that of the aos, a sort of miniature republic based upon

the strict observation of the natural 1aws'.56

The
council of elders unlike the 20s, or the other Naga
tribes, sat only when a crime was veomitted-, which was
settled by it,

Though the Konyaks appeared to the outsiders as dif-
ferent from the other neighbouring Nagas in their politi-
cal organization, they dia riot actually form a distinct
political unit, because though some villages were com-
prised within confederations under the 1eadershi§.of a
powerful chief, very often such telgtiom fluétgéted 7
Generally, each village was a pelitical unit in the
- sense, for instance,.the villages of the Thandu group
ruled by the powerful chiefs, faced the outside world
" as united communities, on the other hatxi, in Thenkoh

villages the individual mr’un9§ often acted independent-

58 again,

ly without the consultation c;,[ other villages,
Wakching was ruled by a villa?é council consisting of
a chief - a shadowy figure and ten morung officials

‘known as niengba, This 'Villﬁlgeddu'ncil was -empowered

56, Iotd., '\

57. Christoph von. mrer-ﬂaime:ﬁorf, ,‘I‘he I{anxak N g 3.
An Indian Frontiexr Tribe, USA, 1969, P+ 40;

-

58. mid., p. 416
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to settle disputes, punisgh the offetﬂe;‘s, breakers of

taboos concerning the community as a wholesg

as in the
case of the other denocrratié political practic;s of
the V_Naga;s. ‘As has just been mentioned above, though
most vidlages appéared to be autopomus units, the_;re
existed networks of alliances and patronage linking
several villages. These alliances were made for mutual
defence especially for ‘the weaker villages in '-wﬁic_h.
case tribute was levied, 60 |
However, in ‘I‘hexﬂcoh group. no social di stinction
could be detected outwardly though in actual case there
existedv much differences among the chief, f.he privilegeﬂ
group or the. arist.ocratic class and the commoners eit.her
in dress or omaments. on the other hand, in 'I’hendu
village, there was a great gap between the powerful
chief and his privileged kinsmen from the commoners who
owed. him anggiénce amd free labour and approached ,_‘him‘
only in a respectful mam;ex:.‘.&1 again, it must be noted
that in a village like wWakching, the members of the
chiefiy‘clans enjoyed few tangible pr.tvileges vhile the _
chief of a large Thendu village ‘wielded the arbitrary

power of a true. autocratic' 62

. B,
. 60, Ibid., Pe. 42
61. Ibid.. Pe 52,
62, }_b_ig_



.As in a monarchy, a Konyak chieftainship was and

_ is still hereditary and such post could be preserved
only through pure noble blood, In other words, only
sons born out of the marriage of a great {Ang; (chief')‘
and a woman of great ang rank were entitled to succeed
their fathers. In the case of the Semas, generally,
the eldest son succeeded the father on his death though
the interludes.of bmthers ami uncles were taken as
temporary and not affecting general succession.63 The
tribute or due in the form of labour was démamied ‘from :
the subjects which was shared bétﬁegn the chief and his
brother or nephew and sometimes to a distant re_:laéive,
descendants of the original chiefl's brothers or a sub-

64 The duties of the

ordinate co-fourzier of the village.
Vchief were to direct his people in war, to decide either
by himself or in ccnsultation with his elders called |
Chochcmi* all questions relat:l.ng to his own and neighe

bouring villages .65

The elders had to. be consulted in
the settlement of disputes within 'the'vil‘lage.‘ ‘:Eor) such

men possessed the better knowledge of the customary laws

63. Hutton, The Sema Nagas, Oxford University Press,
o Bombay, 968 (2nga- edition), PP+ 148-9,
64, Ibid., p. 149,

* It means in the f£irst place, a man who is pre-eminent,
who is being employed by the chief to help in managing
public¢’ affairs, He acts as an errand for the chief and . .
a deput:y, vhen the ch:i.ef is elsewhere or otherwise employ,ﬁ

65.’ Ibid.‘ p. 150.




-28=

who could therefore decide the points, The chief had
also to decide what land was to be cultiwated in each
successive year, It was necessary to cultivate the
land where the whole village could .get!: enough plots,
for, such would help to guard against thel animals and
birds, and secondly joint cultivation was the only .
method which offered saféty to the individuals work-
ing in the fields against the head-hunting raidsaés
1t was alsd the duty of the chief to safeguard the
village in times of danger, to entertain strangers
and to take the lead in all the social matters,5’ He
did not only have power over village administration
politically, but religiously too, he was empowered to
give warning to most gennas according to the customary
laws. So it was important for the Sema chief to have
the iknowledge to give such warning of gennas in the
proper manner or else he was not to take up the post -
of the chief, while in the Angami tribe such a job was
perfomed by the Kemévo, who' was more or less hereditary
priest »b}xt. not a secular one.l-sa"“f It 1g important to note

here that. this sort of duty (of warning genna) among the

sanaswas »tag;‘so performed by a prie}st called ‘awon® with
66. Ibid. ’
67. Ibid. |



the chief assuming the leadership while the ‘'awon' per-
formed the ceremonial acts, To this 'awon' was given
@ day's free labour by the people for his service in
the first sowing and another during harvest.,%® This
‘awon-ship was not hereditary among the gemas, but it

was so among the angamis,

Social structure:

Generally, the largest corporate social unit among
the Nagas was the village especially in the case of 'éhe

' Konyaks,7° Semas, n &)372

while the real social un:ltéin
the case of the Angamis was the clan which was so dié.‘.
tinct from the village that it formed a village in it-
self, very often fertified within the wi.1.“;@(3&3.’—"3 This
does not mean that among the above mentioned tribes
exclﬁding the angamis, the clan syste;n as a social ﬁnit
was absent. In fact, every Naga social structure
centered round the clan, Aagain each irillage was divided

69" Ibid. ‘
70. Ch, von Furer-Hainendorf, m.'cit.’. 15.‘ 40,
71. RHutton, Op.cit., p. 121,

72, J.P, Mills, The & Nagas, MacMillan & Co. Ltd,,
London; 1973, p. 176, ‘

73, J.H. Hutton, The angami Nagas, MacMillan & Co. Ltd.,
london, 1969 p. 109
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into groups called 'khelé’ which had a “Baéheiors° Héuse"
or Guard House, which still exists today though :m a
limited usage, a | '

In this lived every bay fzcm a certain &ge till he
set up his own house when he got marxied. It 1a called‘
*Champo* by the thhas,'iﬁrichu"bj the aos, ‘dpuki' by
the Semas, ‘Longshim’ by thé T@ngkhuls. fThehﬁ' by the
. angamis, 'Ban' by the Wakching. villagevof the Konyak
tribe and so on. It is generally known as morung by
most of the writers - the word possibly being an Assamese
origin, The morung was used as a guard house as well as
for politicalg.social,.religious and cultural'puxposes.
In facé. no social function in the village could be
arranged or managed without the help of its members who
were given all 30r£s of tasks - heavy, light duties and
responsibilities according to the number of years they
spent in this institution.74

It was a training centre for the boys of the'villagé,
who ieamt" all useful lessons necessary for life. It was
thg:e:ﬁhaﬁ-they received 1nvé1ﬁab}e ;gséqns in 1eadersh1p;
théir hiatéry;lculture, folgloreg songs and dances of

their village. In the absence of the academic schools.

this institution served as a training school in the arts

74, M, I‘braﬂ% @o&ito. pd 660
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of life and war, and ‘a _club for entertainment and fun.vs'

A similar institution was also established for the un-
married girls but a seiaaréte building was not construct-
ed for t"hén. ‘The house of a trustworthy old ceupl,e or a
widow of the village was used.

“ The Nagas considered the morung to be a \éezy
important amd powerful institution, However; with the

- con_‘\:lng of | Chri-stianity its importance was considérvably
reduced, fqr. the missionaries :egaiﬁeﬁ this 1nst:i,.ti1-
tion as heathenish, | ' |
| The Nagé villages consist of Khels which have a
-number' of exogamous clans. Marriage within the clan is
not pernitted (but in some tribes like the Konyaks and
‘semas it is not the case). The girls and the boys are
given full freedom in choosing their 1ife long §artners,
and their marriage is negotiated by their parents; The
marriage price is given by the parents of the boy and
the girl in such forms as paddy, money and corn, or in.
| some cases paddy fi-eid in cré..er‘ to} start a new family,
depending upon the social status of the families con-
cerned. - Among ;it_:he lothas and Semas, marriage 1;; based
on the price system, i.e. the bride price was demanded’
from the- hoy's parent.s depending on. his social stat:us.76
75. Ibid.. pi 67, S

76. Asoao Yunoo. m. cit., p. 12,
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Though polygamy was not prohibited by custom, it seldom
prevailed but it was practised by the‘ Konyak chief,
‘ang', | | |

Descent and inheritance are generally in the male
1irie since their séciety is patrilineal; The sons get
equal property on the death of the father but the
parental house goes :t.o the ’ycmxi’gest’ son who :i's,‘ to look
after the parents, It must be remembered that this is
not the case in all the Naga tribes, In some. tribes
like the 'rangkhuls.f th-e- parental hbuse goes to the
eldest son as sdon as he marries while a new one is
built for the parents and the unmarried children and

80 on.77

Religious Set-up

Generally, the religion o: the tribes is known as
animism though it differs from tribe to tribe in the
religious practices or performances., The Nagas, like
other tribes, had no fixed place of worxship nox did
they worship the 16015;. But the natural forces like,
sun, moon, win, rain, trees, streams, stones and hills
were regazﬂed as something sﬁpematural and so they |
worshipped them, They believed in spirits - bad and

77;_ no mrmo mi Citoo Pc 61.
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good. sSome tribes like the angamis, 208, Konyeks and
Semas, believead in one Supreme God, ‘Ukepenopfu' was

the supreme benevolent God of the angamis,

They
bel.ieved that he was the creator of the 1.ivi~ng beings
rather than of the universe. The 2Aos .be;i eved that
tILichaba® or 'lungtisangba' was the creator of the |

‘world’® and 'Mozing* or ‘Mojing) as the god of judge-
ment from whom nothing could betcoméaled.so The

Konyaks called the supreme God !Gawang' which meant

' Earth Sky",el

and "Zangbari ' by the village of Niannu
meaning *sSky Earth', "ﬂwugh the anphasis was different,
both reflected the idea of  a universal deity comprising

or dominating both the spheres of the wor‘ld.sz

To them
'the name ‘cGawang' signified not the spiritual es-éence
of the universe but a deity of highly personal character

assocliated with the sky more than with the earth.83

78, J.H. Hutton, The Angami Nagas, Op. cit., p. 180,
79. J.P. Mills, The &0 Nagas, . cit., p. 200,

81, Ch, Von Furer Hainerndorf, The Kanyak Nagas, Op. cit.,
p. 99, : 20e nanyax Nagas ——

82. Ibid.
83. Ibid.

S—————
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They invoked in their daily life and considered him
as the guardian of the moral order amd caths. The
spirits which the Semas revered were of three groups
~ the *Alhou' was regarded as a usually beneficient
but a somewhat remote creator, yet a Supreme God,%?
The spirits of the sky, the ' Kungumi * who they believed
have relations with mortal beingsg was the sgecornd
gx:oup.s,s 'me third gmup was 'mghami, the s;;irlt.s

who weré in close wuch with man t.he spirits of the
earth which inhabit the earth - spirits of occultist,
often deliberately harmful, ‘beneficient only when

- propitiated ."86

The Insthas, thoug tbglieved in spirits
and deities; did not seem to believe in the-one Supreme
'GDd.

The tribes generally r‘egar& illness as a punishment
for the evil acts; caused by the evil spirits, There-
fore, sacrifices were to be made to appease such evil
epirits,57 -

The Nagas also mrshipped the spir}ita of their
forefathers in the belief that their spirits were alwaya
hovering around, desirous of adding more spirits to their

84, J. H. Hutton, The sana Nagas, Sp. cit., p. 191,
85, M.‘, Ps 192.

86. 21_2.

87. P.T: Philipy, Op. git:, p. 40,




spirit world, They believed also that the ancestral
spi;*its influenced the wealth of the descendants and
so their spirits had to be appeased for proéperiﬁﬁr.

' 'J.p, Mills stated that the Naga reiigion *is a
syééeni of ceﬁérbnies“". it is, in fact, &voidance of
forbidden acts on prohibited &ay's‘ cailed 'genms" are

very important as the breaking of this, they believed
would bring a cursé.aa_ - Such gennas were declared
during the operations such a_.,s 3hun;in§, sowing and harvest-
ing as well as on occasions like natural calamities or
emergenciés like storm, earthqueke; heavy rain, unnéﬁural -
death, eic. - They were observed also on the other ’occa.
sions such as fishing, hunting and building houses.
The social and religious activities, therefore centered
rourd the observation of these gennas.  These gennas
were observed gsometimes ‘hy an individual, the family -
members and the whole villagers depending upon the
circumstances, .

| The Nagas had some idea asbout life after death,
some of them had the idea that 'man has seven existences
on this earth and that he then was lost or absorbed 89

Usually, ‘the Nagas buried their deai, but the &os,

Changs, Konyaks and Phoms keep their dead on a bamboo

88, Ibid., p. 41. ‘
89, P.T. Philips, Gp. cit., p. 43.



~36-

platform outside the house “where the sun and the rain
prépare the‘body to complete natural cycles®™, accord-
in§>to Furer Haimendorf. A&after decomposition the heads
were separated from tﬁe bodies and were buried later
with ceremonies. .SOme.of'thé Naga tribes smoked the
dead bodies for about two months after which they were
kept in wooden caskeﬁs and then put in the family
granary,® | o

The funerals were alwayg accompanied by killing
cows and pigs or ﬁogs‘accerding tO'thé weaith and status
of the dfifeased, to feed friends and relatives, Secondly,
it was believed that the departed soul would be accome
panied by the spirits of the animals killed, to the
land of the dead, ﬁhatevef their belief in the natural
objects the Nagas were not altogethér_ignorant about the
existence of a supreme Being, though at the same time one
cannot deny the fact that they believed in the existence
of good and bad spirits in the universe, Their social
and social life was very much assoclated with their
beliefs in nature. In other words, the three organisa-
tions were interrxelated in the formation of the very

existence of their customary laws,

90, Doid.
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POLICY IN THE MAKING



 POLICY IN THE MAKING
[‘m# 'No(,l?\

Though the Britishr\company had conquered Bengal
in 1757, they did not intend to extend their territory
to its north-eeastern region till the next century.
This is very clear from the fact that inspite of the
golden opportunity to annex Assam when an appeal of
Gaurinath for help during the civil war was complied
with in the person éf’ Captain Welsh, who not only
supp;essed and drove away the enemies « the Mpamarias#
and Barkandazer' but also restored law and order in
- the country, But Welsh was recalled by the Calcutta
authority in 1794, The Company rendered help in orxder
to gain knowledge of the unknown country or *"From |
n;ctives of humanity and from a wish to be better
i.nfor.me‘d' of 't'.he interior state of Assam, its commerce,
etc,*t However, the success of the expedition was not
followed up, instead the troops were recalled on the

ground that the non-interference policy was the key-

note of the day thus leaving the country to its fate

*# Mattaks (strong) is another name for Mpamarias,
They, according to Gait, E.A, (A History of Assam,
Calcutta, 1963, p. 60), consisted "mainly of per-
sons of low social rank, such as Doms, Morans,
Kacharis, Haris and Chutiyas...," "who'denied
the supremacy of the Brahmans*,

+ They were the mercenaries of the heir apparent
to the throne of Darrang from Bengal,

1. Barpujari; H.K,, (Genl, ed,), Political History
of Assam, 1826-1919, Vol. I, Nabajiban Press, -
Calcutta, 1977, p. 3. :
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after getting all the infozmation about its people,
wealth, etec, secondly; the economic importance of the
_ country at that eime'Wasfnotfyet realized and as such
 the neéd taroccupy'ér;anhéx it did not arise, It wés
.only in 1823‘that‘the‘téa;plant was discovered followed
by the plantations and explaiﬁatign bfjﬁhé commercial
potential., The withdrawal of the troops from Assam
<can be considered as-a’failnre‘to act as a paramount
power which later on-resulted in the drain of finances
in the subsegquent butbreak'df‘thé first Anglo-Burmése'
' war which could have been avoided had they established
their contrel or ann629d‘it; ' In other words, the policy
of non-interference did not prove advantageous to them
in subsequent years, It was this policy ﬁhaﬁ kept
them from interfering in the ahom-Burmese cdﬁfiiC£
(1817-1825) 1nspife‘of'£he inhuman treatment of the
Burmese uponftheAAhoms‘iﬁ the following étatemenﬁvthat'
“the British Government was not accustomed’to ihtegfere
.'1n the internal affsirs of fpreign'states,"z'accordihg
to the GoVernoraGenéral, sir John Shqre, They_ﬁriéd 
to wash their(héﬁds iﬂ»reéard to the affairs of the.
noxthheastérn'regiqg mainly because their}iﬁtereat was
not affeéted,:or in other words, théy7remained oﬁlﬁ as

an observer waiting for an opportunity,

2. E.A. Gait, Op. cit., p. 233,
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The prévailiﬁg policy was sure to be abgndoned’ dué
to the increasing growth of the different imperialistic
powers., Pi_vriSt. the increas-ing interest of mss‘ia in
the Near and Middle East was a threat to the British
power in India, Second, the defeat of the Napoleonic
France was not the defeat of the French altogether in
the east. 1In fac:t';' the enmity between the two powers
widene_d. Realising that the French were active iﬁ-the
east (Burma), the Company had to take effective measures
to prevent them from establishing their hold in that
area which would be a menace to théir power in Irdia,
Third, aftei‘ thelir wi‘tndrawai fz‘bm@saam, Burma was
emboldened and established her control over the whole
north-eastern r.égion’ - Manipur; Assam, cachar, etc, and
was designing to mnquer' even Bengal which naturally
perturbed the authorities in Calcutta, That was
clear from the Burmese occupation of the island of
shahpuri which was then under the British possession
and it was in November 1823 thatl they perceived their
(Burmese) design to invade the British térritory.3
They felt that “any power wvhich might advance along
the Brahmaputra into central and eastern Betigal was a

4

potential threat, "" to theﬁ. Therefore the ﬁeterminatianv

3, Barpujari, H.K.. Op. cit., p. 5.

1831 A gtudy:
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to resist the Burmese necessitated the encouragement
of the aAssamese and the f:bnﬁier'txibes to oust the
foreign ’;rc':ke. ) Mcarqingly, the non_:tih ‘eastern Rajas
were won over one after anétherv starting with Cachar
by means of agreeménts in «t,he course of_which the
need for restoring the rightful claimant to the
throne qf Assam was also felt.s In this way, there
was no '_alte:natiVe left except to declare war against -
Ava, wWith the defeat of the mrmese, the counf.xy céme
under the Company's influence, |

with the occupation of assam and realization of
its economic impartance'by 'mbert Bruce, who was the
first British officer to set foot in the eastern part
of Assam, even when it was under the Burmese control .'
Scott, the Governor-General ‘s agent, in the N.E.F.,
sent some specimens of the tea plant to the Superin-
- tendent of the Botanical Gardén at Calcutta where
they were pronounced to be of the same family as that
of China though not the same spo.a.c':ie:ss.6 Thieé discovery
of tea was taken up earnestly by the Governor-General
(W, Bentinck), who at once deputed Captain Jenkins to

5.. Barpujari;, H‘K.. m._ citll pO 6.

6., fmbinson; Wes A bescriptive Account. of Assgam,
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report upon the resources of the country ihM1832.7
Encouraged by this, the Charter Act of>1833 alléwed
for the firsg_time the Burcpeans on a large scale
to hold land in India on a long-term lease ox with
. free-hold rights thus paving.the way to colonial cepi-
talist exploitation of assam,® This facilitated the
export of British capita1Aintq,ladia with the increas-
- ing prospect of teaugnowing,in_Assam. In addition to
tea, the discovery ofvother\minerals‘like coal,,oilf
etc. encouraged the Britishcqldgization of Assam,

At fi;st,.the Bengai Tea &ssociation.consisting
of a joint enterprise of European and Indian capita-
lists of Calcutta was forxmed in 18_38.9 simultaneously
the leading London capitalists too wanted to avail
themselves of the opportunity ultimately 1ead1n§ to
the merger of the two parallel moves into the formation

of the Assam Company in 1839.10

uring the next twenty
years, as many;aa 95 Buropeans visited assam as members
of the Company. wWithin a short period, the tea planta-

tion yielded a good amount - the total acreage under

7. Ibid., p. 137.

8. amalendu cuha, *Colonisation of Assam, Years of
Transitional Crisis, 1825-40%, The Economic and

Social mst@g! Revj-ew; Vvol.5, 1968‘ P 1385
gi Mé’ p. 140. ‘

10 1bid,
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tea plants (mature and immature) increased from 2311
acres in 1841 to about 8000 acres bir 1'859 - the output
arising from 29,367 1lbs, to more than 1,2 rntllion ibs.
by 1859,11 |
Tempted and encouz:agéd by the wealth of Assam,
the British Cczmpany started ‘impi:ov;i.‘ng transport and
communication, By 1852 tea accounted for more than
half the total export earnings of sibsagar. Labour
was obtained by forcing thé Cachari peasants to work
in the tea gardens to earn sufficient cash for théir
land rev:enuedues and for some other purposes., Despite
the low -payment,- they had to work there due to the

- growing monetisation of the econemy,l’z

The farmers
were also induced for the similar reason, to grow
poppy even at the cost of other useful croups :I.nstéad
of employing them in the tea imustx“ies.]f?‘

| The Statistical Account of Assam ‘ahmés the growth
and yield of tea in different districts, For instance,
in Nowg;ong‘ the tea plantation started in 1854 and by

1871, the estimated ‘yleld was sbout 303,000 lbs and

11, analendu Guhéf “Colonization of Assam: Second
Phase", The Indian Sconomic and Social History
Review, Vol.114, No.,1-4, 1967, p. 282,

12, Ibid., p. 297. T

13- Ibid.o é. 298.
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the net profits realised after de@ucting the cost of
‘production and rate to be not less than from £ 4,000

14

" to £5,000.1% 1n Lakhimpur the yield by 1874 was

1,811,920 lbs, in 112 gardens occupying 89,370 acres

15

of land, In gibsagar by the end of the above year,

the yield was 4,528,329 lbs, in an area of 22,573

Aacres?w In Darrang the yield by 1874 was returned

at 3,856 acres the outturn amounting to 1,008,077 bs,l’
~ and in Kamrup, the yield was 321,962 1lbs, from 24 plan-
tations occupying an area of 2,687 acres by 1874.18

The cultivation was carried on in almost all the dis-
tricts by the Buropean capital,

The preceding account is just to peint out how
Assam was commercially important to‘ the British right
from the early 1820s., Besides this, the' general foreign
policy bf the British Govermment changed with the coming
of ﬁhe whigs to power in 18308 to maintéining ad extend-
ing "Great Britain's power not only in Burope but all
over the woxld,..to protect and extend british imperial

14, Hunter, W.W., A Statistical account of Asgam, Vol.I,

15, Ibid., p. 390.

16, Ibid., p. 263, . ‘
17. m.g p. 146, |
18, Ibid., p. 60, |
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and trading interests® and L . enforce intematicnal
19

agreements for the abolition of the slave trade.,” It
was on this basis that their policy in the north-east
India was based and carried out, It was in the murse
of exploiting the wealth of Assam that they came in
direct contact with the imed-iate ‘hill‘ tribegs including
the Négas who comitvted raids ever)yfww and then in their
terri-tory. Now the questicn anses uhy and how the Naga
tribes raid the plains of &ssam and Kachar. wWas i.t for
economic reason? |

The Nagas, as we have seen in the Introduction,
were head-hunters who did risk their lives in order to
achieve the coveted but customary social status. Second,
though they 1i§ed in inaccessible mountaing, they had
commercial intercourse with &heir iﬁaecliate neighbours -
the plainsmen, HHowever, the 5arter system gwhich was
the prevailing system) often proved unfavourable tov
them and this naturally infuriated them, Warlike as
they were, they -weré prone to take revenge in the form
of raids upon the plains. It must also be remembered
that this act of raiding was connected wlth the long
existing practice of head-hunting. Besides this, they
were econo_:rd.qally hard pressed and when unable to

19, Hussay; W.D., British History 1815-1939, Cambridge
at the' University Press, 1971, p. 47,
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procure their provision with willingness from the plains-
‘men (who were then the British subjects) they took them
‘‘py force, Thir’d.-. they also carried on slave trade
which was against the Company's policy. 1In this way,
the Naga tribes unconsciously attracted the attention
of the British Company, Fourth, the desire to open up
direct communications within the north-eastern countries
in order to reach the inaccessible mountains was one of
the most important and immediate reasons, why and‘ how -
they came into direct contact ‘wi,th the tribes, It was
' in the course of executing this policy that these tribes
-s»i_:-arted to- encounter_the.féreiéﬁers ‘véith 'resemment-». It
..was therefore inevitable as well as unavoidable for the
Company to come into contact with these people as the
former wanted to secure peace in their immediate
frontiers whose inhabitants constantly raided their
subjects, Thus we see that the occupation of the plain
areas by the Company 1ed to the interference <;f the
frontier tribes whose country was annexed in course of
time,

‘The British could make some pretext or other to
remain passive as long as their interests were not at

stake, This is very clear in their dealiry with these
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‘thesé tribes too;, who created some tension and in-
security for the British economic amd political pro-
gress in Assam, - ‘They-vformulated their policies to-
wards these people according to the circumstances,
Thus, we see that the policies followed by the
British authorities from Fort William varied from
tribe to tribe and from time to time, In the case
' of Nsgas, there were three broad phases in the
policy = (1) vthe pélicy of sending military expedi-
tions (1839-1850), the policy of non-interference
(1851-1865) and the policy of subjugation (1866.1880%),

The fnain underlying reason behind these policies
was to stop the Nagé raids upon the plains of Assam,
Cachar and Manipur - a threat to the British economic
interests., In the beginning they tried to stop the
Naga cutrages in their territory by sending punitive
expeditions into their hills with sufficient force but
the result was unexpedtedly a failure, On the contf:exy.
it produced jealousy' and suspicion culminating in end-

20

less wars of retaliation and revenge, Secord, when

* It is important to note that this policy does not
end in this period but as the field of my study
covers upto this, I have ylijust specied this year,

20, Barpujari, H.K., "Barly British Christian-Missions
in the Naga Hills: An Assessment of their activi.
ties", Journal of Indien History, 48(2), August
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/the non-interference policy proved a failure,-. they
.swifchéd over to the policy of subjugation by creat«
ing for the first time the *Naga Hill District! with
Samaguting (an Angami village hear the plains) as the
headquértexs, from where the gradual annexation of the

rest of the Naga villages commenced. . o

Military Expeditions’ (1839-1850)

'z‘he direct com:act with the Nagas especially the
Angamis took place only in 1832 when captains Jenkins
and Pemberton wit.h the Manipuri troops and coolies
Imarched through their country fz:om Imphal (Mmipur)
with the object of opemng communication between

21 ;¢ is stated that it was done

22

nanipur and Assam.»
in the interest of ﬁa;a Gambhir s:l.ngh of Manipur
who wanted to strengthen his hand agalnst Barma by
:I.ntimate trade vd.th Assam, Similar policy was also
followed towanis the Khasis by David s«::otf: to open
comunication between the remote distx:icts of the
British eastern fmntier and the more southern pmvimé

23

of 8y1hét and Cachar. However, it was proposed to

21, Foreign (F .C) Dept., Note on the angamee Nagas
by A.w, Russel, Under Secretary to the Government
of Bengal,. Progs., 19 January 1855, MNo.129, para 3,
Pe. 339,

22, The Pioneer, 24 March 1870, Appendiced in A, Mace
kenzie's History of the Relation with the Govern-
ment with the Hill Tribes of North-East Frontier
¢of Bengal, Calcutta, 1884, p, 55

23, Mackenziq; A,,. Dbid., p. 221.
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 reach the vinaccessih_le places\in order to serve their.
own purposes and indirectly‘ preparing the way to sub=
jugate these hillmen, The expeditionary party, how=
ever, met strong opposition from the Nagas (Mgémis)
and made theit mission ﬁnsuccessfuls ¢on the other
hand, the Nagas on the outskirts of gibsagar amd

Lakhimpur were easily subdued.24

iIn the meantime em-
boldened by the presence of the British, Gambhir Singh
(of Manipur) stormed the angami Naga villages in 1834

with the ambition of expanding his kingdom.zs

But it
~was not in accordance with the British ideas; because
this would endanger his neighbour Purander Singh, who
was just reinstated o;rer Upper Assam s0 a treaty was
concluded with him implicitly allowing him to annex
~ the hil’ls -but forbade him from descending into the
plains of Assam.-.zs

In 18.:35, wheh the Nagas conmitted raids, the Briz
tish left the task of suppressing them to Tularam of
North Cachar and Manipur, because the Naga Hills were

not only economically not viable but also inaccessible

24, Aéoso Yonuo, The Rising Nagas, Délhi. 1974, p. 73
25, Ibid.. |

26, Mackenzie;' A.; Op. cit., p. 102,



to them, However, Tularam admitted his" non-existent
authority whil.e the Msnipur Raja accepted the task.-,27
This entrusting the task to the sbove mentioned powers
shows the ignorance of the authoritieé a’c.ﬁ.‘ort william
" about the geogrgphical and political situastions of the
north-eastern ifegiong‘zs | '
The out;rag'es continued till it became imperative
on tﬁe part of the British to send an expedition under
a Buropean Officer to be aided by a Manipuri detachment
to capture the offenders. However, owing t:o' the antici-
pation of a war with Burma, the idea was given up trans-
ferring the exposed frontier to the responsibility of

Assam authorities??

since the sSuperintendent of Cachar
was not in a position to shoulder the responsibility, a
small Cachar Levy was raised and then North Cachar was
trangsferred from Dacca to t;he Nowgong District on

5 January 1839, in order to control the Nagas more effec-

30

tively. It was from this district that the real task

of sending the military expeditions was undertaken,

27, Foreign (F.C.) Dept., Progs. 19 January 1855, No.129,
Op.cit., paras 4-5, p. 338,

28, Ibid.
29, Ibid.
30. ﬁSOSO mmo. &. Ci‘t.,‘ p.’ 76.
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So far the British knew cVery little about the
| ‘Nagas' « their eéonoiny,—, cculture, polity and motives of
their raids into the plain mas. some thought it might
be due to Cachari attempt to enslave them while others
imputed it to the restless spirit of the aAngamis, who
were ford of predatory incursions, and still others
felt that J.t. miéht_ be due to the scarcity of provisions
inv theii mountains compelling them to come down for
supplies and when mot given willingly, ‘carried them
off with violence, >t |
To obtain correct information on all the above
points, to take up proper action against the offenders,
to suppress their raids; to subjugate them and sbove
all to explore the sources of the hills, punitive expe-~
ditions were sent into the Naga hills from 1839 onwards,
The first of these was commended by E.R., Grange ﬁith a
detachment of ‘the lst sebundis, the Assam Light Infantry,:
50 men of Cachari .Levy and a party of shan Police
Militia,* He discovered that the causes of the raids
were mainly economical. However, unsble to punish the
cffemers, ‘he was bound to :icome to terms with the Naga

chiefs for the future security.

3. mreign (F.C) Dept., Progs, 19 January 1855 No, 129. ,
Op. cit., para '7. Peo 340, v

* These were mainly raised in oxder to safeguard the
frontiers,

32, Foreign (r.C) Dept., Progs, 19 January 1855, No.129,
Op. cit., para 9, Pe 341,
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Grange was depui;ed for a seconi“ia"xtime, to select
a site ';Eor‘ a post on the hills and to set up a market
on the frontier "to promote friendly and commercial
intercourse”", Again, he f_.ailed to achieve the objec-
tives of the expedition, However, Captain Brodie
(Principal Assistant at gibsagar) succeeded in bring-
ing all the refractory numerous hillmen of the éastern
Nagas under complete obedience to the British in 18413
iIn the same year; the next expedition was sent under
thé command of Capiain Bigge who succeeded in making
Soﬁle agreements with most of the leading cxzm'\mtm:i.t:f:Les34
on vwhose requests a salt depot was opened at. Dimapur,
a road was to be constmcted fmmmthe plains to Samae
gut.ing,- and the Nagas were to pay a nominal tribute,
In order to lighten the burden of repressing the Naga
raids, a boundary line was demarcated in 1841-42 between
the Naga hills and Menipur (- this will be explained in =
Chapter 'Iv)j.

In 1844, Brown Wood was sent to collect the first
annual tribute but he was not only flatly refused but also

was attacked, This was followed by the attack on the

33, Major F, Jenkins? letter to the Officiating Secretary
to the Govermment of India, Political Department, from
Hi1il Tracts between Assam and Burma, op.cit., P.290,

34, Mackenzie, A., @.cit.. p. 108,



Shan. ﬁetacﬁnent at Lunkee by the Nagas. &nother ex—
pedition was ‘agéin undertaken under Captain Eld and
Mr wood, who burm: some parts of Beremah and Kohima
to ashes following the refusa_;l to sur:énde_r the
offemders,’® R .

At this ‘junc}ture.»vth.e_ need to occupy the Angami
country was felt, xéec_auave they still carried on ‘their
raids and would not givé; up -the offerxiérs too. Second,
"the reports showed t;_hat Manipur was helping one Naga
clan .a.gainst i:he other, However, the Brit.tsh Govern-

36

ment did not desire to annex t‘he:.r coum:r:y. Being

thus left with the only alternative of sending another
mission, Captain Butler was deputed into the hills in
37 '

1845, The objectives were as usual to conciliate

the tribes, to map the tract of the countxy and to

38_ From this first expedition,

open communications,
Butler came to the conclusion that the yeérly expedie
tions were useless and fi‘nal_ly opted for a permanent
post at -.samaguting, for, according to him, only such

35, Tajenyuba,ao, Ang_]:o-Naga Affa:lrs, Mokokchung,
1958' ppo 12-130

36, Mackenzie, a;, @.cit:., p. 108,

37. Butler Johp, Travel.; and adventures in the Pro-
vince of Assam, london, 1855, PP, 12-13,

38, Ibid., p. 12.
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could gilve effective ,ch'eckingv to the inter—ﬁribal
feuds, but the ageﬁt (Jexﬂcins) was all fér the cué*—
tomarj eazp‘editionseag Ac«:ozdingly, Captain Butler
was once again dqmted to demand and inflict punish-
ment upon the offenders who attackad the m.‘llitary_
post at Hasang Hajoo. {North 'Cachar).\d'o Inspite of

' 'the strong resistance by ‘vl:hev Nagas, he succeeded in
making some agreements on promises of paying tributes
and to ebstain from wars ampng_ét !:hans,elvés.ﬂf, .?Ij!ie _

' other résults of his tour were the opening of commu-
nication between mhung Dijua ard Samaguting, a
stockade and go-down at Dimapur. a market at Samaguting,'
and the appointment of a suzawal named Bhogchand at the
last mentioned named s:i.te with authority over the whole

of the Angami tnbes'.qz

The British thus avo;i.ded.a,
direct occupa'i:j.én by t'_.hemselves and eni;mstec} i,nstgad
the 'chérge to an Indian. |

The encroac:'f:ment' on their country might have con-

tributed 'to the continuation of the raids and it was

39, Foxeign (¥.C c) Depnt,, Progs., 19 Jasnuary 1855 No.
129, para 32, Pe 355.

40, &id., para 29, p. 352.

\

41, Ibid.. para 30, p. 353.
42, Mackenzie, AQ.,, g.cit.. P. 109,



54«

in 1848 that a murder case committed by the Beremah
village at Hasang Hajoo \;vas reported, This act indi-
cated that the policy followed hitherto, ‘was defec-
tfive.43 It was then followed by another murder on
the frontier, Perceiving the futility of the aﬁtenpts
made so far, the goverrment at last went even to the
extent of rewarding k.100/- for the capture of offen-
dexrs, but all in vain, In 1849, when the news was
reportéd to the government about the death of Bhogchand
due to his interference in the inter-tribal feuds, the
Agent reacted violently and declared that in order to
.recoup their influence, they must systematically burn
.down their granaries and crops to enforce them to sur-
render the n;urd_erers. Though the government was averse
to such extreme actions, the Agent was at the same time
fully authorized to act as eircumstances would éfeg\\t‘.g..
mco:dingiy, Lt, Vincent_ was deputed to évenge Bhog=-

chand's death in December 1843.44

Finxiing it impossible
to defeat the Nagas, a stronger force was sent and it
45 This

intensified the wrath of the Nagas (1nc1udihg the

captured Mozomah armd burnt a part of Konomah,

43, Ebreig‘n (F.C.) Dept., Progs., 19 January 1855, No.
_@.mt., para 32, p. 355

44. Mackenzie. a,, Op.cit., p. 110,

45, Alemchiba a0, A Brief Historical Account of Naga-
land, Jorhat, 1970, Pe 58. '




Mozomah clans ) who then leagued tbgether under the
leadership of Khonomah village (the most powerful
Angami vill-agé) against the Bx:itish._. v 'l‘hesé people
were called "Konomah defi.an_ce'-‘ by t.he British because
they refuséd to respect the colonial policy and were
reluctant tc yield under any terms.,%' However, they
were attacked and captured the Konomah fort by the‘
British force . u on io._pe,c_ember 1850, Again in 1851,
.another battle was 'fo{xght "_ét: Kekrimah resulting in the
defeat of the Nagas,

Though the British force succeeded in defeating
these tribes in pat,tlea, they could noﬁ put an end to
the fmntié.r or inter-tribal feuwds, It was only the
want of combination among the tribes and also their
primitive weapons that brought victory to the British,

The causes of the uprisings were “the inability
of the Government officials to dispense justice which‘
alienated the feelings of the Nagas towards the British
Government, the irregular visits which thereby hampered
any purpose of builéing up stable contacts with the
Nagas, the desire of the tribes to carry out the

47

plunders and revenge"" _t.he failure to solve the economic

46, ‘I‘ajenyuba Ao. op. cit., pP. 37.

47 Bareh, .H., Na aland District Gazet‘!:eer, ¥ohima, Cal-
cutta, 1970, p.
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problems of the tribes which was one of the main causes
of :éaids or the want of understanuing their problems
and above all the failure to adopt a proper policy
while dealing with these tribes; However, the Nagas
never seemed to understami the effort éf prevem:iné
the feuds among themselées. They Fhereﬁore differed
in their outlook towards the policy of the British,

| From what ixas been empiained_ above; fde £find that
the yearly expeditions into the Nagé,hillles to prevent
or stop their raids met with r@eaied failures, ,'Iﬁes,e
expeditions instead aroused their ‘suspicion and irritated
them all the more in their social and political life |
while the sending of the Christian migsionaries into
the border areas, i,e. into the eastern Néga ccmntty;
created anti-British feeiingss The underlying reasén.
for their failure was their lack of genuine interests |
in the Nagas but only the device to protect the low~
lands and the economically strategical areasd disturbed
by the Nagas. .

i

Non«interference Policy QBSI ~1865 )

Despite the defeat of the Nagas, the British fail-

ed to establish peaceful relations with them, 1In fact,
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they were in a dilemma as to whethér they should have
them completely free or subdue them. The Agent was
all for their withdrawal -.because according to him
this would safeguard their military reputation though
he feéared at the same time tﬁat such sudden withdrawal
might lead to the destruction of the friendly Nagas
{(from one-bﬁ. the Mozomah clans )7 a:xnlegs the Manipuris
vere’disuaded from aiding the rest of the hostile

Secornd, he viewed that no defensive posts
' could possibly prevent the Nagas from committing raids
- for, to them, every mountain "was a highway and no

forest, however dense impassible, n49

Lastly, he stated
that thbugh thve‘ Nagas were anxious for traffic gain,
they had shown thelr interests in the beneficiel trade
whiéh, according to him, would keep them from committing
raids, so as an experiment he suégest:ed retaining the
post at Mozomah for one year.so Oon the other hamd,
Captain Butler, the Principal assistant at Nowgongv,-' was
all for the immediate and complete abandonment of the
hills on the ground that the interference in the inter-

tribal feuds had proved disastrous and a complete failure

48. Foreign (§.C) bggt., Progs., 19 January 1855, No.129,
op.cit., para 46, p, 362, ‘

49, Ibid, |

50. Ibid.




_and that since the friendly Nagas ‘were___-:‘e,s;qred to
_their village after defeating their enemies, the
policy of complete _abandonmént could __sblye_ the situa-
;iqn;s,]' This was contrary to Lt. viricént.'s {(Junior
Assistant) opinion, He wanted to retain the Naga

: hi,ils,._ It was obvious to the British pffipgrs that
they had failed to acbi{eve.» their objective by sending
_the expeditions which proved all fallures amd brought
a great loss to their treasury and men. Finally, after
full considerations of sev:&:al},pireposé:l's . the course
recommend ed By Captain Butler was ,adopteﬂ_ by the Pre-
sident-in-Council. The troops wérg finally ordered to
withdraw to Dimapur, leaving the friendly Mozomah clans
to defend itself since it refused to settle down in |
the British, territory in the plains.sz ‘ '

The then Governor-General, lord Dalhousie approved
such withdrawal from the hills and preferred to confine
them to their own frontiers, He minuted on 20 :E'ebtruary
1851

I concur in the conclusion to which the Hon'ble

President-~in-Council has come respecting the

relations to be maintained with the Angami Nagas.
- I consider that His Honour has judged wisely in

51, Ikid., para 47, pp. 363-4,
52, Ibid,, para 48, p., 364,
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' directing the withdrawal of the force which
has been sent and of the post which hassg.een
. established in advance in that country.

He was convinced that the British Government could
not profit ecdndmically as the hills were unpreductive, -
since their main obj ect was 6n1y to terminate the in-
roads committed by the tribes, he was of the opih:lon
that this could be achieved by confining themselves to

the establishmetrt of effective defence on the line of l.

fromtiers. He went on, | | | |
fAs it is dmpolitic to -c&ntémpl'at?ef'. the p’emé; '
nent possession of these hills, so it seems

to me impolitic to »g‘gmtion to temporary
occupation of them,"

One of the reasons leading to the adoption of the non-
interference policy was to show that they had "no wish
for territorial aggrandisement and no design on the

23 He was against

independence of the Naga tribes®, ‘
the meddling in their inter-tribal feuds but felt that
trade should be encoukaged as long as they were peace-
ful and rigidly exclude them from all communication

either to sell or buy any article if they became turbu-

lent or ‘ttoub],esome.ss

Accoxding to him, such policy
would make them understand that they could be dealt

easily.

53, Mackenzie; A,, Op.cit., p. 113.
54, Ibid., p. 114,

55, Ibid, o

56, Ibid., p. 115.
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- With regard to Manipur in connection with the Nagas,
the Governor-General considered it

expedient to remind the Raja of Manipur that
the existence of his state deperds on a word
from the CGovermment of India, that it will
not suffer his subjects, either openly or
secretly, to aid and abet the design of the
enemies with the government and that it does
not at once control its subjects and prevent
the recurrence to any unfriendly act, the word
on vhich the existence of his state cannot be
Spokgg and its existence will be put to an
end , 2" ' .

From this’minute§ it will be seen that the Naga
hills were regarded'as‘éutside British territory, This
is clear from the statement that they (British) did not
want to impress the Nagas .that they were after territo-
rial expansion, Second; had the Naga hills been econo-
mically productive, the question of retaining it or
abandoning it, would never have arisen inspite of the
heavy expenditure incurred on the expeditions,

The British had also come to believe generally that
the Nagas understood the value of trade and money,
therefore they were to be encouraged to pursue it
They realised that it was for better than burning their
villages_and alaugh;exing them in battle. Moreover,
they thought that the commercial interests wohld keep
them from committing raids, But the exhausticn of the:
57. Ibid,
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British forces and treasury in the léng Afghan wars

- causing greater danger on the north;west. and the
anticipation of war with Burma were also some of the
important factors that compelled them to adopt the
non-iqterfereéce'policy from 1851 onwards, When they
had no alternative, they decided to remain on the '
defengive and bring them to reason by friendly inter.
course and remove hostilities., Henceforth the role
'of the Goverrment was’'that of CQnCiliatibn‘through
non-interference in their affairs, at the same time
expeditions were to be sent if found necessary. This
indicated that they vere bent on to sﬁppreas or prevent
their raids amd subjugate them by slow but by any
means,

S0, according to the oxder of the Government, the
troops were withdrawn, Dimapur abandoned, and -Barpathar
became most advanced guard, The Officer-incharge of
Cachar was strictly aivised to‘look‘upon the aAngamis
"as ﬁersons 1iving beyond the jurisdiction of the Bri-

tish government.“sa

In this way, the Nagas were left
to themselves to manage their own affairs once again,
However, the policy proved a fallure because the tribes

eontinued’committing raids* as anticipated and in 1851

58, Ibid.

* Raids were carried on as a result of blood feuds,
for acquisition of firearms and to retaliate
British encroachment on thelir territory.
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itself, 22 Naga raids were reported to have been commit-
ted in which 55 persons were killed, 10 vbunde‘d and 113
carried off into captivity 59 The Bhutias also raided
the Bengal Duar a number fof times between 1837 and
1864,%0
ment taking aﬁv'am'agé of the .absenci_e of ‘the Br;l.t/_ish in |
61

in the meantime the ambitious Manipur govern-

the Naga ‘hil}.,:s‘ invaﬁed the angami Naga hills in 1854,
True to their cchfirmed policy, the ’Brj.tish turned down
t'he' appeal of the Angami Nagas for protection against
their :anadefs, in return for complete submission, on
the ground that tﬁeir country was outside British terri-
tory and Manipur being an independent state could not be
questioned about its acﬁion,.sz Instead of rendering
help to these helpless tribes, a line of frontier posts
was:? set up strengthening and linking the Military guard
at Golaghat arnd the outposts at Mohungdija, Barpathar

and Jamaguri, 63

which proved so ineffective that the
local officials almost despairingly proposed to abandon
North Cachar itself, The Court of Directors perceiving

that such policy enhanced the tribal raids, prepared to

59. Asoso Yunuo, Op.cit., p. 85,
60‘ Ibid.
.61, Mackenzie, A., Op.cit., p.. 115,

62, Foreign (F.C) Dept., Progs, 19 January 1855, No.129,
Op.cit,, para 68, p. 374. ‘

63, Barpujari, H.K., Problems of the HillaTribes of
North Zast Frontier, 1843-72, Celcutta, 1929, pp.62-3,
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set up colonies of Kookies by offering rent free grants

- to occupy the no-man's lands and thus using the self-

64 .

reliant races as buffera. But this too proved a

failure for at least 19 raids were committed by the
Nagas between 1854-65 in which 132 British subjects

65

were killed,- ‘75"ca;3€:xireci amt 25 wounded,- The experi-

ment to enlist the Angami Nagas in the miliﬁary force

66 stiil the supreme government was

also proved futile,
firm in its non-interference policy,

similar policy was also fdllwed towards i:he_ rest
of the Nagas « the Assam bordered Nagaé . "I‘hé\igﬁ the’
poiicy originally was one of ‘active contrdl . arﬁ 'vigo-:-
rous intervention' which is clear £rom thé incréase of
the Lakhimpur Militia in 1847 to 160 sepoys, by reducing
the strength of the Msém- Militia for the protection of

67

the south-east and eastern frontiers, Iﬁ 1852, the

. Sibsagar ‘M‘n;tia replaced the Assam Militiav to guard

thé Naga frontiers and to relieve the local cbrpé froin

68

local.dufies. In 1354.’Capta1n“na1royed, ‘the Principal

64, Hoine: Dgartmert (Political), a letter from the CQIﬂ-»
missioner of Assam (Col, Hopkimson) to the Secretary
to .the Government of Bengal, dated Cherrapunji, the

’ 3050ctober 1865, Progs.,’ Jurne 1866, I No.16, para 23,
p. ®

65, Ibid.. L
66,’Béiﬁu;axiw,ﬂ.x.,‘ge,gég..rp,ss;-
67. Ibid., pp. 63-4,

68, 1b1d.. P 54
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Assistant at gSibsagar settled disputes among the Nagas,
but in 1856, he was forbidden to do so in the affairs |
of the Borduarias and‘Namsahgias on the ground that the
non-interference policy was being adopted towards all

the Nagas.69

However, thg Magas, far from stopping
their raids continued their usual cﬁstomary~outrages
and roamed about the country with-the pride that they
had clearéd:away the,éutsiéers,ﬂ in other words, the
policy was regarded by the Nagas as a sign of the weake
ness of the Government, It was in fact an experiment |
to test the Nagas' response as well as a trap to,bring
-them under control, because they knew very well tha€
the tribes would éertainly Qo back to their old-tradia
tional practices of hegd-hunting,_the'tnot.cause‘of the
inter-tribal feuds,

11T

Policy of the Gradual Subjugation (1866-1880)

The revolt of 1857 brought great changes in policies
1nv1ndia but not for the better, Whilé beforékthis event,
the British tried rather half-heartedly and hesitatingly
to modernize India, they now began to follbﬁ reactionary
policies amd thig is true in the case of the Nagas who

continually committed raids on the plains thereby'affecting

69, Ibid,
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the tea plantations one of which was reported in 1862
by Major &gnew,'the Officiating Agent, which according
to him should be stopped for the interests of the tea
planterspm . _ |

 In 1862, the "oomissianér of assam reported that
it was,incredible to the government thét a@rocities
Shoyld be cairied on and tha€ they (British) be power=

less to protect their subjects from the tribal aggres-

sions.vl

He was of the opinion that a particular course
of policy would not solyve the frantier.troubles but
rather sthere must pe a :ea_dy' Iad_a‘pti’on of expedients :
to suit the ever varying circumstances, and someiimes
must employ coercion pure and simple, sometimes blockades,
very often a judicious system of subsidizing, will keep
the tribes quitk for a long while, but still the surest
foundation on which to build our canﬁiol ovér them will
be their fear of us;. It is not coercion that has often
failed us, but the failure to coe.we."m2 The new Lt,
Governor (Sir Cecil ﬁeadbn) of Benéal {(1862-T71 ) was
against the non-inference policy on the ground that in

near future the Eurcopean tea plantations should extend

70. Ibid.. De 65,
71. Mackenzie, A., Op. cit., p. 116.

‘72, Home Department {(Political), Progs. 16 June 1866,
No.16, Op.cit., para 4, p. ‘
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towards the Nagﬁaihills. - Agcording to him the proposal

to recede before the tribes and fall back whenever they
chose to anhoy‘* them, was ‘one which he never',éntertained
for a moment, and ccnsideras it to be unséum‘ in :i_.tself

73 He therefore, supported

and ‘dmpracticable to “pursne,
the proposal reéomeni‘aa by ﬁhe Officiating Agent that
an officer should be placed under the oxders of the
Principsl '&ssist.anﬁ at Nowgong, Dimapur and or byv other
convenient 1ocatioﬁ. who would estsblish a good relation-
ship with the tribal chiefs so as to create interests in
them to stop the raids committed by their own people, at
the same time giving them presents to win their alle-

74 The officer was to be authorized to settle

giance,
disptit.es bﬁt not meddle in the inter-tribal feuds, The
new Agent (Haughton) was however against the occupation
of the Naga hills or bring them under the British adminis.
tration, but was instead in favour of giving them protec-
tion against outside aggressions.vs | ' |

The Commissioner of méan (Col. | Hopkinson) reviewed
the posi'tion in regaxd to KNorth Cachar and the Nagas;
Though averse to direct control of the country (Naga

hills), _hé pointed out that the very prevalence of demo-

73, Ibid,

" 74, Mackenzie, A,, @,git'., p. 116,
75. Barpuj‘a;iv,;vﬁ.ﬁ., Op.cit., p. 65,



cratic nature of the tribal arrangements among the
angamis, their inter-clan and inter-tribal feuds were
obstacles towards the success of the policy of concilia-

tion as proposed by the gowzx:'nmem;-.76

He therefore
suggested that sSamaguting should be re-occupied as
‘the headquarters of the British and that Lt, Gregory

be appointed for the post:.‘r7

This was strongly sup-
ported by the Lt. Governor (Sir Cecil Beadon) of Bengal
' who proposed tbe abolition of asalu as a sub-division

to distribute a part of which to ﬁhe surrounding d‘:l.s-
tricts to constitute the ;aﬁa’ixﬂer, lying on the bank
‘of the Dhaneswari together with the considerable stretch
of Naga country to form a separate district to be named
as the 'Naga Hills District' and to be administered by

Lt, Gregory as the Deputy (:bmissioﬂer;m

according to
him, the Angaini Nagas were not independent as held by
the Nagas thapselvess79 He asserted that according to
the treaty concluded between 'B\:\ma and Manipur, it was
recognized that "

the Patkal and the Burrail ranges of hills run-

ning in a continuous line from the sources of
the Deehing in the extreme east of Assam to

76. Madkenzie; A,, Op.cit., p. 118

77. Foreign Dept.: (Political), Office Precis., Progs.,

78; 1Ibid.,
79, Mackenzie; A,, Qp.cit.; ps 118.
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those of the Dhansiri in North Cachar as the
boundary between those countries and while the
wild tribes who inhabit the southern slopes of
these ranges are subject to Burma and Manipur,
those inhabit the northern slopes are subject
to the British government, fThese latter, in.
cluding the angami Nagas, are indepemndent in
the sense that the British government has left
them, except at occasional intervals, entirely
to themselves, but they have not enjoyed or
~acquired political or territorial independence
and it is clearly open to the government in
point of right, as it is incumbent on it in
good policy to exercise its sovereign power by
giving them benefit of settled administration,80

In this way, the British offiéers, knowing their powerful
‘influence in thisv region, could claim or disclaim the
Naga hills according to their convenience, Earlier at
the time of adopting the non~interference policy they
regarded these very hills as outside their territory but
as they gained strength especially after the 1857 event,
and finding their economically strategic areas in Assam
weif ingecure, they claimed that the very hill tract was
within their territory, | | |

The Government of India approved the proposal of the
‘Commissioner of Assam with these orders:

Lt, Gregory may take up the proposed position

at 'Samaguting and do his best by tact and good

management, supported by a moderate display of

physical force, to bring that portion of the
hill tract adjacent to the plains into order,8l

80. Ibid,

81. Home Department {Public), Secretary to the Governw
ment of India, Foreign Department, to the Government
of Bengal, dated Simla, the 7th Juhe, 1866, Progs.,
16 June 1866, No.lS5, p.l.
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According to the orders of Lt, Gregory was "to
protect the lowlands £rom 1ncursions“, remain within
vthé line of action, to conciliate the leading men and

if the latter failed, he was authorized to take puni-

83 Blockades and passes were to'be used s°

}t;ve measures.,
as to exclude the offending villages from the bazars

~ when necessary: roads were to be constructed in a
simple and'ineipensive manner,just sufficient for the
Opeﬁing of the country, And sbove éll. the plans must

be carried out without much cost to the British

treasury in the pIOGGSS.83

The new policy thus evolved was that of concilia-
t;on and gradualvoccupation of the country, though the
Supreme Government seemed to be averse to its annexa-
tion,

However, in 1866, the oxders came into effect, and
.with it began a new policy eventually resulting 1n.the
gradual pacification, subjugation and occupation of
Samaguting at first and finally the whole of the Naga
hills for, the one opened the door for the other, There-
fore, the formatioﬁ of the new district was an important

epoch in the history of the Anglo-Naga relations,

82. ibid.
83. Ibid.



«=70=

according to the order of the government of India,
the Naga hills District was formed and Samaguting re-
occupied as its headquarters by Lt. Gregory with adminis-
trative jurisdiction over a small :particn of the angami

84 amd the

country, "f;he Rengma Nagas in the Mikir Hills
Kookie colony. The ereation of the new district was
motivated solely for the interests of the go\;ernmentv.
ma'nipui ‘was forbidd en to have ‘ax'aything to do with the
- Nagas except with' the offemiérs within their own state,
- Passes wér’te to.be issued to the Nagas, iheir weapons to
-be left at the hea&quarters whenever they went down to.

the plains,55

A system of receiving residential delegates
frém.all important cléns to act as 1n£erpréters and
. messengers with a small stiperﬂs was _introduced.as
(see Chapter 1IV), |

. similar policy was also followed towards the other
Asgam frontier Nagas. . Iin 1866 an order was issued tﬁat
the Nagas were to leave their wespons at the Guard House

7

at Gelliki before visiting the British territory.a Howe

ever, such policies could not stop the Naga raids and in

84, rForeign Department (Political), Major T.B. Michell,
Political Officer, Naga Hills, to C.J. lyall,
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam,
Progs,, August 1882, No, 218, para 2, p. 8.

85, Mackenzie, A., Op.cit., p. 120,

86, Foreign Department {Pblitical ), Official Note,
Progs., December 1870, Nos. 28=31, .

87. Ibid,
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1867 itself an Assamese village was attacked. Disputes
az.use‘betwee'n the tribes én'd the tea-planters due to the
claim made beyond the Naga térritoxy.aa In order to.
saféguaxd the tea-planters therefore’, the government.
introduced "Inner Line Regulation" which allowed them
to settle down upto certain fmntiers beyond which they
were forbidden to move,5®
At the very outset of the ahéi‘xge of policy-.r the
Nagas committed raids ﬁpon the Mikir village in January
1866, but the offending village (Razapemah) was burnt
to ashes by the Deputy Commissioner, 90 Again, another
raid was mrmnit:ted in June by the Nagas whose village

91 Iin the

was also burnt and the people distributed.
following year the boundary was demarcated between the
British territory and Manipur finally retaining the 1841-
42 1ines in 1872,%2 The Kookie colonies on the Sangting
were includeé in the Naga Hills District - "a measure
-rendered necessary by their having commenced a course of

active hostiles against certain Naga villages.*>>

88, Ibid,

89, Ibid,

90, Mackenzie; 4., Op.cit., p. 122,

91, Ibid,

92, Foreign Department (Political A), A letter from the
_ Special Commissioner of Assam and Manipur Boundary,

to the Jr. gecy., to the Govt, of Bengal, ngs.,
March 1872, No.80, para 64,

93, Mackenzie; A,, Op.cit., p. 123,
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Adhering to their pblicy, no annexation was made
except the village which attacked a H1K1¥ village men-
tioned sbove. The occupation of Samaguting, it was
reported proved on the whole ™a decided success“,94
becéuse the Angami Naga raids seemed to have ceaged
though their blood-feuds still contimued. 95

after the first step, i. €, the occupation of
Samaguting, the need for interfering in the inter-tribal
feuds was’ felt. as Captain Butler pointed out that the '
non-interference in their affairs could lead them to
serious difficulties, namely the incurrence of enmity
ané'iiifeglihQIQith the tribes, éontrary to the decision
of the;éévernment of India.g6 Sir G. Campbell, the nt.
Gerrnor, after weighing the pros and cons as to whether
to take &irect aﬁm;histratien of the Naga hills, came
to fhe donclusion‘that the only successful plan in déal-
ing with the Nagas was "to bring about gfaﬂually the esta-
hlishmeﬁt.of political control and influence without any
assertion of actual government”.97 The initial policy

of displaying force was advocated once again by him and

94, Foreign bepartment {(Political), Proys., August 1877,
" No. 127, p.3.

95. Ibido
96, Mackenzie, A., Op.cit., p. 124,
97. Ibid.
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proposed further that the Political Agent (formerly
called the Deputy Commissioner) was to occupy the
ceiz,trai_site of the Naga hills.gs Bxtensive explora:-
tions of the hills were undertaken in oxrder to have a
clear-cut line of boundary which was finally approved .
of by the supreme covernment?? and which were in fact -
carried out from 1872 .onwa;z’ﬁs'. The tribes, however,
'»putv‘up a strong resistance against the sdrvey parties
resulting in the murder of British officials and theii:
coolies in the Lotha area, |
'In the meantime Assam was separated from Behgal )
Province for better adm‘ini.stration urder a Chief Come
missioher (C.C.) of Assam on the 6th February 1874,
the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar,
Lakhimpur, _Ga»m l-ﬁ.ils-, Khasi ami Jaintia Hills, Naga
Bills, Cachar amd Goalpara».loo
| wlth the tr'axisfex’ of power from the Lt, Governor
of B'c’en-g.al to the C.C. of Assam, there followed a change
in paliciés especially towards the Nagas, Captéin Johnstone

took over two Naga villages under protection on payment

98, 1bid,
9910 mlido

100 Report on the administration of the Province o
Assam_for the years 1874-~-75 and 1876-76, shillong,
1877, ».24,
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of reveme, on the gznundvthat-such was in consistent
.with honour, justice and sound policy.lal This was
approved by the C.C, of &ssam and the Government of
India on the ground that the Political agent could not
let women and children to be killed before his eyes and
that such policy wéévnecessary to maintain peace within
his scope, &t the same time he was warned to take such
action only when it was worth brotecting in the interests
of the Bri@ishilez The Political aAgent was, therefore,
ordered nat=t9iacnept revenue from the independent vile
lages unless it was hécesééxy;IOB

In the same year, another village sought and was
taken over foriprotection. 1t was considered to be the
beginning of voluntary submission, why did the Nagas
volunteer to Suhmiﬁ? Thié can be explained in different
"ways., One may be that not §11 the villages were strong
enougﬁ'to resist their_eﬁemies; The inter-tribal feuds
om the head<hunting practice being still the order of
the day, created insecurity amd tension among the wesker
Nagas. Naturally, when the British showed their powerful

authority, these tribes sought protection even at the

101; Foreign Depaxtment (Palitical). Progs., Mgust 1877,
NQ 127@ @'.Cit.’ p' 40

10‘20: Ibidoc ppo 4"’5-
103. Mob‘p! 50
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cost of paying revenues and 1asihg their political in-
dependénce; second, thg Nagas who had been umder the
British protection could carry on trade without any
difficulties, So, the voluntary submission could be
out of social and economic necessities,

Besides the hostilities of the Nagas arising out
of the expioration of the hills, Nagas resumed their
raids and interatribal blood-feuds, killing 334 persons
between 1874575 itself, followed by another upon'the
Kachari villages; Realising their precarious position,
the British oOfficials felt the immediate necessity of
sending an expedition to exact the offenders, which
was carried out in 1877-.78, defeating the Nagas and
compelling them to submit the following items:

a; That ﬁhey should pay a fine of RBs:50/=3
-bs That they should restore the arms and
accoutrements of 3 constables who have
been waylaid ami also the contents of
the plundered bag; and _
¢:; That they_ should surrender four of their
firearms ;104
After destroying the offending villages, the C.C.
of aAssam proposed to shift the headquarters to Kohima,
on the ground that it commands the principal angami

villages and the Manipur frontier; at the same time

104; Mackenzie,; a,, Op.cit., p. 131,
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it was also believed that the area was fertile enough
to‘get pm\iisionaios So it was occupied on the 4th Novem-
ber 1878 as a new headquarters to control the Angami
Nagas, while Wakhd was made a sub-divisional station to
control the Ipthas:.los The Govermment of Irdia approved
in the following statement

The plan advocated :by Colonel Keating contem-

plates the extension of our authority village

by village, over the whele tract between our

present border and the longitude specified,

not only for the purpose of placing beyond

reach of danger, the village which we already

protect, but upon the principle that we should

undertake gradually fg;"subdue and settle down

all the wild tribes,

However, the occupation did not solve the problem,
instead it *sh'azpenéd and enhanced the resentment and oppo-
sition of the Hagas, It was in 1879 that such feelings
were exhibited in the form of an uprising oh the wWar of
Naga independence against the alien rule, This was in-
evitable but not anticipated, for the British government
was of the opinion that no serious difficulties would |
arise, The Nagas resented againgt the tax-payment and

the presence of the British officials with their forces

105, Poreign Department (Political), Progs., august 1877,
Nos, 120-132, K.W. No.3.

106, Mackenzie; &a.,, Op.cit., p. 132,
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aroused .their feelings so deeply that they could ixo
longer be considered as the masters of their own land
and finally resolved to fight out, They formed a
league and staged a £inal insurrection against the
foreigners” - attéc:d.ng the post at Iéesphima firsﬁ.los
The then Political Agent, Damantl was killed on the 13th
October 1879, when he visited Konomah village unprepared
and unsuspected before going to the Hatigoria areas.log

i Thé news of Damant's death was despétched to differept

and surrouné.tng; directions - @hima, Wakha, Samaguting,
Manipur, etc, In the meantime, the Khonomah, Jotsemah,
Chutonomah khel of Kohima and several others besieged
Kohimah where in a rough stockade all the inhabitants

were collected, The Nagas nearly succeeded in compelling
the Bri‘tish to surrender when the news of Johnstone's

" arrival shattered their hopes and activities, The

British forces destroyed Phgsana, Chutonomah Khel of

' Kohima; Chesweygima, Chedema, Kekrima and Veswema, Des-
pite the numerous military police forces with the superior
weapons, the British could not defeat the Négas easily

who then retreated to Chakka fort., In the meantime, a

group of 1Meper§mﬁ§}-loving Néga_s from Konomah, stealthily

108, Tajenyuba &0, Op.cit., p. 69,
109, Mackenzie, A,, Op.cit., p.136,



managed to go down the tea-plantation through thé Barah
river valley and killed the manager, looted the garden
killing-a number of coolieé, in January 1880 and retutn—
. ed home without being' attacked, Inspite of the strengthen-
ing of the frontier posts, guerilla warfare broke. out
in Papolcngmei and Nichuguard. | |
Finding themselves in a precarious s:ltuation withe=
out provision, the Nagas surrendered on the 27th March
1880 and the Chakka fort on the follo&ing day 11 hus,
we see that, 1nspite -of the fcrces with superior and
modern weapons, the British took at least four months
t.o compel ‘i:he ﬁagas te suri’éixiez;. l*tie'.vresult .or the
-:i.fupéct of their gallantry was se\iere. They had to sur-
‘ 'z_'erx*iét their arms without competisatioh., their villages
were demolishéd», their terrace eultiv;ation confiscated
and their clans dispersed., Henceforth, they became
virtuélly British subjects with éhe ihcozporat.ion of
their country into the Briﬁish empire, Thus, we see
that the three broad policies explained abdve., ‘were in
fact stepping~-stones leading to the extension of the
KBx.:iéish empire over the ﬁaga hills, '
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THE WHITE MAN'S BURDEN

The establislunent of the imperial péwer over tﬁe
_north-eastern frontier of India greatly facilitated
the expansion of the Christian miasionary movement in
this region, | Finding it nécessary to pacify the hill
tribes through the welfare prograntne" (first in the
case of the Gams}the British oOfficers sought the
aid of the Christian missionaries whose activities it
was believed would be cooper'ative,'v and that was the
reason why the missionaries were sent to the areas
where the British direct control was still abseni:; As
it often happened, the cross foilowing the flag; it
was not so in the case of the Nagas, because it was
in the uncontrolled Naga inhabited areas, the missiona-
ries were invited, ‘They wére concerned mainly in pro-
-s_elytising and philanthrophic activities which transe
for;ned the Naga life and for that matter almost all
the north<eastern hill tribes of Iniia, It is they
who deserve a special ﬁention in the modernisation of
these people. according to the western concept of

those days, these tribes were uncivilized, wild, savage

1. Barooah; N,K,, David Scott in the North-East India
.~ 1802-1831: A study in British Paternalism, MINshi-
ram Manoharlal; New ‘Delhi, 1970, ps 177, '
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and uncultured, but this 1d ea has very lit!:ie weight
today, What is civilization? It differs from place

to place, from people to people ard from time to time,
These tribes could not certainly be considered uncivi-
lized as they were not less civilized than the so-called
civilized r"ace.v Even some British officials recognized
this, -

The western people thought 'they should take up
the task of humanizing these tribes and invited and
used the missionaries as instruments to ferment their
political cohtrol. |

Init1311§ the activity of these missionaries 'ivas
confined to proselytising, but they soon realized as
in the caze of the other places that education would
accelerate the pace of the spread of the gospei.
Preaching the gospel was therefore as essential as
spreading education, In fact the two were considered
indispensable to each other, henceforth, they became
not only preachers and translators but also publishers
and educators, “The credit for introducing the modern
system of education in India goes to the Christian

2

nissionaries," writes Pathak,” Though the peridd

2. Pathak, s. M..’ ‘Anerican Missionaries and Hinduism
(A stidy of their contacts from 1813 to 1910),
Delhi, 1967, p.55. See aldo Bosé, *The Missionaries
Involvement in the Higher Bducation in India in the
19th Century" (Unpublished Ph,D, thesis), University
of Kansas, 1971,
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under study is brief, nevertheless, it is very signi-
ficant in the senze that it was the period in which
the British offi\éials‘ and 'ﬁhe missioﬁaries sowed the
seed of western education through the activities Gf.
missionaries among the hiilmen including the Négas
of this region, ,

It is true that the ﬁagas did not have a written
script of th;eiz;._bwn though. it is believed that they
aid possess such a .script once, 'Ibday, they use the
Roman script; inﬁwﬂighﬁfies for them
am for the vhole of ‘the tribal community in north-
eastern India in‘ ﬂxlerl‘gth' century., Prior to the
adveht of ﬁhe missianaries,- education ég éuch did nét
.exist.v Howéver, informal- educatiofs was impartedlfmm
generalion to generation from time imemoriai through
the social 1n$titu‘l‘:i0ﬁ generally Known és ' Morung*
about which it has aiready been vexplained in the intro-
ductory chapter, To sum up, it Qas a training institu-
t'-io‘n' for one‘'s future life, though it was looked down
by the migsionaries as a heaZthen ’oriented system and .
diséouraged its usage, 1In this way, the missionaries
failed to corelate the new faith with their religion
and social practices' of the Ragas and in fact preached

in an entirely different and new way. However, today
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- we find most of the tribals converted to Christianity,
It is because the Nagas considered anything foreign as
médernization. ’ﬁesides this, there are some similari-
ties in the belief of one Supreme God which the Nagas
could easily digest as they too believe more or less
in the existence of one creator, ©n the other hand, the
, British officials t:hough initially invited them to work
among these hillmm, their attitude was not: as pleasant
L as we may t.hi.nk,. ,E_n . fact‘there had been opposition both
- from t‘ﬁe government ‘as well as "from, the im;tgenous pecple
which created problems for the missionaries to carry on

. thelr work.

tdiasiona;g .gengy_

The Christian missionaries who were entrusted with
the task of spreading ﬁhe doctrine of daristianity, sur-
prisingly did not intemd to come to Assam in the early
19th century. It was instead, the Political Officer,
David scott, who first initiated the idea of a mission
in this fegion. He was one of W, Carey ‘s* pupils
and later on was sent by thel British Government to deal

with the trouble on the Garo frontier. Greatly influenced

* He was the first British Misslonary who arrived in Cal-
cutta in 1793, but he was forbidden to preach in British
territory and finally, took refuge in Serampore, where
he was offered protection by the Danish Government,



by Carey and having _full belief in the missionary actis
vities, he was cénvinéed that nothing could .be more
_effectivé and more lasting and beneficieﬁt for the
vGaros thazi the "s;:i;ituél force of the principles of
vd\risti'anity.";s To thié course ‘he worked i‘neart and
soul ‘t-.‘o proc\ire the missioparies even at his own per-
sonal expenses as is clear from his letter to

M.B, Baylay, secretazy to the Government of Bengal 2

I am satisfied that _nothing permanent;ly

good ¢an be obtained by other means, I would

greatly prefer two or more Moravian missiona-

ries who along with religion would teach the

- useful arts, 1f the governmment would insure

them subsistence only, I would be willing to

take on myself the expense.“ _

Ane_the:; British Political foic':er,' who subsequently
shared the viéw of pavid ;Sco_ﬁt; was ¥Francis Jenkins, the
| Qémxssioner anzi Agent to the Gever_nbra(éeneral of- Bengal
in aAggam; It was he who invited the miésionariea' among
the Nagas after reélising the benefits which ﬁhe Garos.
received out of the missionary activities. If David
Scott was the p.imi_.eer of the missionary cause for the
Garos, F, Jenkins was for the Nagas:. After understand-
ing the tribal ways of life, he came to the conclusion

that only. Christianity would humanize the rude ways of

4, Carey, W,;, The Garo Jungle Book, Tura Book Room,
Tura; Garo Hills, assam, 1966 (Rept.); p. 39.
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life which is clear from the following statement he
‘made
' the tribes on the assam frontier should be
brought within the scope of missionary acti.
‘vities as early as possible as the influence
of persons skilled in the landuages of these
tribes and devoting all their time and atten-

tion to humanize these rude races could not
fail of being useful to us ani to i:hem.s

But it must be ren'embered ‘that the brai'n behindv_this
pmposai was David C.A. B‘rucé, the British Officer “
who was incharge of the experiment al tea plantations'
in Sadiya. In fact, he persuaded ¥, Jenkins and the'
British Officers in Calcutta in 1834 to invite the

:missionarie;s to éadiya to open up schools for ttibal
pmples.s Finally, the knerieéﬁ misslionaries who had
interests among the Bhans.‘ were invited by Jenkins to
work among the heat»hens or non—c;hristian tribes of

this region with promises of possible aasista‘nce.7
This was‘ followed by the invitation of william Pearce

éf the Baptist Mission Society (Bnglish) and Trevelyan,

8

the Company Officer in Calcutta.® fThe reasons why the

american Baptist Mission Society¥ was invited were:

5. M, Alemchiba 20, Op.cit., p. 153,

6. Do;ms F.S.. The Mighty Works of God. Gaiuhati, 1971,
" p.16

7. &soso Yanuo, Op.cit., p. 113,
8; Downs F\'.,S.. Op.cit., pP. 17,

* This soéiety had been intending to go to china from
Burma and in fact had its headquarters there.



-85

sadiya would be excellent for work among the shan
peoples inhabiting Ceéntral asia including China,
Secomnd, communication could be improved by construct-
ing road from sSadiya to Northern Burma and China,
Third, the knowledge of one language, it waé.thought
would smoothen the work as it is clear from Trevelyan's
letter: |
The shan language which is near akin to the
Burmese and the Siamese, and belongs to the
Chinese family furnishing a ready means to
intercourse with perhaps a greater number

of people than any other language in the
world except Chinese itself,

However, these hopes were found to be disappointing as
the shan language was uninﬁelligible to this people,
The missionaries accepted the invitation with
enthusiasm and immediately appointed Nathan Brown to
open & centre with Qliver T, Cutter at Sadiya where
the British Company established its headquarters.lo
on arriving at this place, by boat on the 23rd March
1836,11 they were disappointed to know that the Shan
language was unintelligible to this people, In the
meantime, two.other missionaries were deputed for this
miss}on,'but misfortune befell upon one of them, Despite

the difficulties and disappointments, the missionaries

9. uoted by Downs, F.S., from The Baptist Missionary

Magazine, XVI, p. 17. °
10, asoso Yanuo, QOp.cit., pp, 113-4,
11, Ibid., p. 114,
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carried on their work. Translation of simple books
started and a school for the first time was opened
~ for Assamese speaking people in which Mrs.Brown and
Mrs. Cutter were involved without books, teachersl 2‘
and \Jith 1imit.eﬂ financial resources., ‘Their work
was, however, hampered by the attack of the Khamptis
upon the British, It was then decidéd to move to
Je‘yporé where the British military post was again
established, in May 183_9513 The tribes including the
Nagas continua‘ily harassed them hampering their acti-
vities, 1In this way, the first contact with the
Namsangia Nagas was established from the Namsang vile
lage located today in the Tirap Division of NEFA,

Rev, Mills Brownson established a Naga Mission
School at Jeypore to which Bruce made a donation of
kBs,100 for producing spelling booke; and Capta.t’n Hanay,
the local commander too encouraged h:lm.14 The Naga
children were persuaded to learn the three 'R's amd
the gospel, He asked for a grant of 5,100 per month
from the Agent of the Governor«General, towards the |

maintenance of the school as the government granted

financial aid to the mission school in the Garo Hills,

12, Ioid. 13, philips, P.T., Op.cit., p. 50.

15, Rev, Behgt I. mﬁers;i)n. We Live in Naga H:llls,
- Californi'a;_ 19780 Pe 37.
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However the Government, considering it improper to
give direct aid to the mission, forgettipg perhaps
that it had made grants in 1829 to the Garc missions
 with £air results; but made g::'ants -sl*gown in the
aAgent.'s contingency bill *for obj ects of practical
utility connected with 'the imérovanent. of the Naga
country, amnd spend with the view of leading its
population ;nta habits of industry".ls The govern-
ment supported such activities of the missionaries
because they would enﬁance the British policy of
pacifying the Naga tribes without aésuming political

16 .55, we find that

administrative control over then,
the government officers* ‘aid amounted to ks,1,890
between 1838 and 1840,17 The School opened only by
the first month of 1840 and it could not remain per '
manently due to the difficulties amd m:%sfortunes |
which befell upon the missionaries oncé again jeo-
pardising t;heir work' among the Nagas till the arrival
of Rev, E.W, Clark to the sibsagar mission in 1871
between which the Nagas remained without Schools,

| The missionaries then confined themselves to the

plains and did not spread widely as their financial

15. MKQnZie‘A Aco (QO,Ci,___t, 00"_ po 920
17. Ibid.
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resources were limited, The famous Orphan Institution
of Nowgong, assisted by the British officers had to be
closed dowﬁ in 1843, It was due to the depression in |
Nnekica;, the sepoy mtihy and the American Civil war
that the mission in“far away places like Assam could
not be maintained, Besides the asbove mentioned pro-
blems, ‘the division of .the Baptist Churches into nbz'-
thern and southern churches in america contributed

much' to its failure, 18’

Iin fact., they proposed to
give up thp Assam mission. -‘fhe I—brﬁe Board was not
very Keen in establishing schools on the ground that
the duty of the missionafies should be only preach-
ing!® forgetting their so far existing opinion that
education was the most important factor in the whole
process of '.é:onveréiong ‘at the same time, after the
formulation of the Educatioh Despatch of 1854% which
provided grants-in-aid system which should help the
missionary activities, remained si.lent in this case;
It might be due to the fear that thelr (missionaries)
activities would incur displeasure of the hillmen
since the latter were yet to understand fully the

gdod intentions of the foreigners,

18, I}:id.. p. 40, It was only the northern church
that helped the Assam Mission but due to the
reduction of donations, the ald to foreign
mission was impossible,

19, Ibid., p. 41.

* N; Bose feels that the missionaries must have
their influence in the formulation of the Biucation
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Though the missionaries had sbandoned Jeypore

. and the work among the Nagas coming to a standstill,
_yet a few of them got converted from time to time in
the aAssam plains.zo The first Christian Naga was a
Konyak, baptised on the 12th September 1847,2! follow-
ed by an A0 in 1851, and another in 1852, The second
one became a member of the Sibsagar Church while the

thixd that of l‘lcrw_:;ong;,'.22

In the meantime, the Garos
responded to the opportunities prcviéeﬁ to them, The
Konyak Nagas too were.netv'_slow to avail themselves B
of the opportunity and this is clear from the res-
ponse of two vof them, who 'v.wexe baptised in sibsagar
in 1855, but who were exterminated by their own co-
villagers for the sake of peacé and order, In this
way, the progressive work could not be carried out,
Hovever, it is important to bear in mind that the
British Government followed two ‘diff‘erentz types of
policies towards the Nagas as a whole - sending mili-
- tary expeditions towards the angami country and the
missionaries to the Assam bordered Nagas -~ the mainm

obj:ec’t being to subjug’ate-thenv by any means, In

Despatch, because the missionaries like J.C.
Marshman, Alexander Duff, H.H, Wilson were
invited by the Select Committee among whom
mEf was the most influential person., He was
considered even in government circles as an
authority on Indian affairs, He was there to
conduct all the possibilities in order to win
the hearts of his countrymen for the mission-
ary work in India. See N.Bose, op.cit., p.34,

20. ?hilip, p T., m.cit.' pp.sz‘.s.
21, Ib:l.d
22, Ibid.
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" other words, they tried to pacify and subjugate them
in the name of Christianity as well as at the point
of é gun, "ﬁﬁs was perhaps the aAngamis being the
most warlike of all th'e. Nagas, it was expedient and
imperative on the part of the British government to
conduct the expedition directly by themselves since
such undertakings needed military force; while in
the case of the other Assam bordered Nagas it was
believed it could be easier for the missionaries,
It was rathei: a diplomatié policy -i‘n' a sense that
they did not want to get 1nt6 trouble unnecesgarily
with the tribesmen and it was logic enough to entrust
the work to the missionaries.

~ The evangelisation of the Nagas was once again
started by Rev., B.W. Clark amd Godhula Brown, an .
Assamese evangelist in 1871, The former was a mission-
ary who came to Sibsagar in 1869 and worked among the
- tea-garden labourers in Assam during which he became
interested in the Nagas, who frecjuented the gibsagar
bazar.23 - The success among ‘the Garos convinced‘ him
that the time had come to resume the work among the
Naéas. Though he himself was unable to start the
work -Gadhula waé already there to share his interests
and in f,act.'had started to learn their language,

~

23, Downs, F.S., Op.cit., p. 34,
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wWith Clark's permission Godhula made an explaratory
visit to the Naga hills in october 1871. It was follow-
ed by the conversion of a number of Nagas in late 1872
. thus layin‘g the foundation of the Church in Raga Hills
(the A0 akea at that 'ﬁime waz; outside the Naga Hills
District, but it was included into it only in 1889). ‘
The British govetment was very careful in dealing with
the Nagas who were still outside the political eontx;‘ol.led
area and this created problems and tension for the
missionaries who had i:henv had to seek permission to
work among them, The initial attitude of the British
officials, i,e, to encourage.theﬁ.t missionary aeﬁvities
by this time was revérsed and the relation between them
. became: strained, Why did such attitﬁde prevail among
the British officials then? (This will be explained in
the second gection of thii Chapter.) Being a zealous
missionary, Clark approached t. Hopkinson, the Commis-
sioner of Assam for establishing a permanent mission

24 However,

among the Nagas on the sibsagar frontier.
" the mission was sanctioned reluctantly with strict
-orders that their main and only dut-y was to be confined
to preaching and in no other commercial or imperialistic
activities which would create conflict with the British

domination in India, In other words, he was to carry

24, Asoso Yonuo, Qp.cit., p. 115.
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his own mission only in conformity to the British colo-
nial policy, at the same time without expecting any

protection f£rom the gcvernmeht.zs

Rev, Clark despite
the discouragement from the governmeni, started his
mission. Leaving aside the anti-missionary attitude
of the ﬁritish officials, the Christian missionaries
had to face a lot of pxoblems from the non-Christian
Nagas. It was not a surprise for a missionary to have
com2 to such situation, As was therefore inevitable
and anticipated, there'giew‘bitter differences between
‘the Christians and the non-Christians; Finally the
former were separaned from the latter and formed a
new village called Molungyinsen (New ﬂblung).ze still,
this/separatioz{ did not end the hostlity, it instead
enhanced In this way, the Christ&ans had to 1iVe
without any protection till the &o area was annexed

27 inspite of the Aiffi-

into the Naga Hills District,
culties and problems faced by the Christians, some of
the Nagas got converted into the new religion and so,

another centre at Merang-Kong was added to the former.28

25 Downs, FoSs" mocit.l v_po 65.

26, mm
27, Toid.

28, Ibid.
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Thevnumber cf‘the chiistians was very small even by 1880
i.e., 47 only. But, whenever poséible, the missionaries
tried to establish schools wit? the Assamese teachers
mostly from Sibsagar, |

Other centres were also opened up at Kohima and
Wokha, But the angami Nagas in the former place were
not won over to the new faith till 1885 although C.D.King
" had started to work among them since the occupation of
the site as t.he British headquarters in m?e.z? The
proposal to open a centre at Lotha area since 1876
_could not be implemented till 1886, 39 Thus we £ind
 that the:politically occupied the Angami. and the Iotha
vareas were the 1ast to hear and accept the new faith,
Etcm the above fact, 1t is clear that the British govern-
ment had a well-planned policy 1n order to avoid unneces-
| sary trouble with the Nagas. In_other words, they dia
not waht to incur the wrath of these tribesmen (who
were alréady sugpicious of the British encrqachment) by
\sendipg the missicnar;es who were entrusted only in
| proselyt@gagion. It is well known to them that to dié-
.turb the&r traditional way of life bj bringing new reli-

gion could prbve apdisaster'on bo;h sides,

29. Philip, PoT.s 2. cit., p. 62,
30, Ibid
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The missionaries were the pioneers of weatem ‘
“ education as well as in evangelization despite finan- |
‘cz.al am‘l other shert;comings. 'mey were the first
,‘ agency to open schools for t'.he tribesmen of this |
.region. Yet, 1t is 1mportant: to bear in mind that M:
was thmugh the British govermen’c"s policy that they
'could start their missz.onary activities. In this |
regard, they were therefare the agents of the goverﬁ— |
vment who played a very 1mportant role :.I.n pacifying and
subjugaung the tribes. }bwever, due to the financial
: prablems, the scheo]. at Mapungchuhit started in Harch
1875, had to be closed down in the same year in Decem-
Aber. It was in 1854 that women's education was take'n
up aeriously for t:he first time in the mucation Des— |
Apatch of 1854, which emphasized that *the moral tone of
.the peaple will be augmented" if India‘s women were
" educated.31 ‘The Despatch therefore recomemleﬁ that
the gavernment should reward the individual |
Indians and the voluntary agencies who sup- -
ported girls' education, and give such facts
great publicity in order to let the_pecple
| know the desire of the govermnent. 32
Following its policy the govermmt approved grants-in-

. ‘aid to schools open for girls to the extent of Bs,1, 589.33

31 N. Boseo moCit-oo p. 280.
32, Ibid (uoted from Bducation Despatch 1854, Clause 83,

33. Q 1(3.3 Pe 40,
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. But in the case of the Nagas it was a miésionary - Mrs
Clark who opened a school for girls at Molung in March
1878, Zillion aﬁ Assamese preacher and his wife.34
(There is, however, no record showing government ‘s
grants~in-aid being implemented to this institution.).
Besides them, Rev. andfnrs Rivenburg too started their
missionary activities in the Naga hills in January
1885 and contributed invaluable aid to the A Ragas
by writing an ‘&0 Dictionary, 20 Prima;'a Gatechism,

a life of Joseph, a hymn bcék and translation of the

gospels of sts, Mathew and thn.35 4

In contrast to the introduction of the Christian
religion as well as education among the Nagas by the
missionaries, we £find that the progress<o£ education
undertaken by the government was unsatisfactory even
by 1880,.1.e.‘14 years after thé political occupatioh
of parts of the Naga Hills in 1866, It was because
their primary policy towards India as a whole was

to control it not through the establishment of schools,

because they did not want her to become an 1ndependeht

36

country, In other words, through schooling, the

34. Philip' p.’:ﬁ‘oc Q.Cit.g Poe 59.
35, Ibid.

36. Martin Cornoy, Bducation 2s Cultural ]
New York, 1974, p. 81,




imperial power attémpte& to colonize people for roles
that suited them, Yet, they were not the pioneérs in
this‘ﬁie;d, but the missionaries, Their policy to-
Qards”the‘northueastwlndian tribes was similar to that
of the africans, i.e.,, to westernize or according to

-them éouéiviiz?é.ﬁhemgv because they were considered
| to be wild, savage hords and it was hoped to bring

;them to progreééive}world‘thiough Christian;ty and

Z'edt,i;f:a‘l::i.o:'m.- fet, tﬁé reports show that there were .

only two schools. in the year 1879-80 with 26 pupils;>®
}This‘éhoﬁs their insignificant effort and indifference
towards these people in the field of eddcatibn;:

) ‘However, whatever the effort they made 1n the
establishment of schools, they seemed to be Vvery caree-
ful to ensure that the tribals were not influenced by
the plains people thfough the introduction of language
or’ education by pointing out that with the knowledge
of the language of the plains péople they acquired
Qal; sorts of chicanery.andltrickery";aS‘well as the
*absurd pregu&ice aout caste“.39 They wanted the
angami Nagas to have a knowledge of Assamese just suf-
ficient to conduct their trade for, they felt that the

37. Ibid., p. 125,

38. Assam Bducation Report, 1877-78 to 187879, p.2.

39, Foreign Department, a letter from the Commissioner
of Assam to the Secretary to the Government of
Bengal, dated 14th September 1866, Political Dept,
‘Progs,, December 1866, No,137-140, para 108, p.1l%.
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tribes could learn nothing morally or intellectually
from them who were but 1ittle more civilized than

them, 40

S0, EBnglish was to be used among the Nagas,
At thé same time; it is dmportant to note that the
aim of the colonizer was to impose its language to
suit its own administratiqn. Charles Grant, the
Company Director (1797-1818) a&lvocated the use of
Bnglish éducatiqnvwhich later on got materialised
during the Governor-Generalshipxof william Bentinck
upder thé~strong support of Macaulay. Grant wanted
Bnglish to be the language of adminigtration, courts,
revenue and the basis for the teaching of Buropean -

culture and science and the Christian religion.41

The progress of gducation in the Naga hills was
very slow, Firstly, the Bast India (ompany was pri-
marily con@erned with commercial interests and was
not in any way Keen on the education of the people
of India, let alone the Nagas, &s such they were
not promoters of culture ami learning, Bven after
the Crown's assumption of the country, there was
hardly any change in the educational field, and in
fact, the Despatch of 1859 reaffirmed the Hucational
Despatch of 1854,.-the Company*'s legacy, without intro-
ducing any change, The Despatch of 1854 maintained

40, 1Ibid., para 109,
41, Martin Cornoy, Op.cit., p. 97.-
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~ the religious neutrality but the missionaries received
their wishes like receiving grants-in-ald system,

English as the medium of instruction, freedom to
teach religious faith as an optional subject, promo-
tion of private effofts in the higher education and
universities, based on the model of london University,

‘Secondly, the financial shortcomings and the
religious observatio;; of che tribesmen, led to the
.irregularities of the students 1n the schools. The
" need of the children in the fields in times cultiva-

'iion'ahd hékvésting;”rain,'diéeases,‘réiigious and

‘sbcial:fest1VGls4éiongvand followed by’théhbbserva-
tions of gennas often hampered the students® career.

' Besides, fhé‘igﬁOréhpe of the tribals about the value
' of western eddcétioﬁ {which still prevails among some
of them) was one of the reasons why the foreign efforts
were not fully responded to,

Third, the inability of the government due to the
dearth of teachers. Though there had been a lot of |
' talks and resolutions regarding the establishment of
-:schools in the Naga hills since 1866, it was reported
that the first school was opened only at the beginning
of 1877-78 at Barpathar which is on the road from
Gauhati t6 samaguting but outside the Naga Hills Dis-

trict, It;was agaih an Assamese school contrary to



their policy of introducing ﬁnglish Bducation, This
was féllowed by the opening of another séhool ét the
headquarters - samaguting; at the close of the above
mentioned year, The teacher was procured by the
Political Agent and was paid R&.30/- out of which R,8/~
was paild by the governmént aﬁd the rest by-pfivaté
subscriptions.42 The school was attended by 43

pupils only and those too were mainly policemén of

whom 4 were girls,43

The Political Agent desperately
tried to create interests among the children by pro-
mising to give Re,l/- per month, per child; as had
been done by the missionaries for attendiﬁg the_school,
still the response was very poor, though séme of the
parents promiséd to send their children, Then the
propoéal to open another school took years,

The ébove schools did not increase in number for
a long time, In'fact, the school at Samaguting was
closed down due to the want of funds44las well as due
to the higher classeé of Bengali and Assamese teachers,

The administrative report for the year 1881-9, shows

that there were only 3 schools -~ & Vernacular gchool

42, aSsam Education Rgport. 1877-78 to 1878-79,
__R.cit.p DQB.

43, Ibid,

44. Foreign Department, Report on the aAdministration
of the District of the Naga Hllls, for the years
ending 3lst March 1878, Progs.. December 1878,
Nos. 35-60,
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at Barpathar, an aided school at Kohima, established
by Rev, King, an american missionary where 19 boys
atterded and the third one was a praiseworthy insti-
tution at Konomah conducted by a sepoy of the 42nd
Regiment Wh.‘{ instructed the Nagas in Assamese and
was encouraged by Captain Abotte, vhere 16 pupils

attended,®

_ mwmet, it was closed down because he
could not get -e_nough sid or stipend the reasons of
which were unknown. according to the bqouty Commis-
.sioner.46 Yet, one cannot brush aside the provisions
of the‘18_54 Biucation Des_patchpemitting. the intre-
duction of the grants-in-aid system am? its failure.
of application for the Nagas,

Thus we see how little the British government
made the effort to encourage the education of these
people, On the other hand, the missionaries like in
other parts of India, were the pioneers in this field
in this region too inspite of the lack of the aid of
‘the government both in finance and security. In fact,
they worked independently among the Nagas who were
still ocutside the Naga ~Hills District and it was there

that the seed of religion and education was sown by them,

45, rForeign Department (A Political E), Progs.,
September 1882, No B6, para 16,

46, assam Bducation Report, m.éit., P«48.
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'l‘hough it cahnot be denied that these éhristi‘an mig-
sionaries attacked thev indigenous religions such as
Hinduism and animistic beliefs of these simple tribes,
yet, th.e-ir'activities need to be appreciated because
of thelr firm belief in what they did and for which

- reason they ventured boldly into the remote areas of
this region,r while tﬁe government officials dared not

to do so,
Iz

The ,attit\ide of the Government towards the migsiona-
ries

It has been mentioned above that the task of
pacifying and humanizing the tribesmen of this region
was entrusted upon the missionaries initially, yet we
£ind such policy 1at:.er on changed while acknowledging
at the same tirﬁe that they were only the agents of the
Govermment, $o the quést.ions arise "what was their
attitude towards the missionaries? How far wete they,
the agents of the government?®

The missionary societies in Burope, A&merica, New
Zealand, Australia, etc, were not supported by their
governments, but were independent and ran their own

missions with the help of the collections in their
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countties.47

They did not however, dare to venture
unless some Kind of protection was provided, 1In this
way, they had to depend upoﬁ the support of the govern-
ment where they intemded to start their mission,

Dr, Carey had to seek the protection of the Danish
Govermment since hw was not permitted by the British
govermment to work within its territory in 1?93.48

A year beforevthis, the East Inﬁa'company nifectors
and the Court of Directors strongly opposed the pro-
posal of the inclusioh of religion in India on the
ground that the missionaries would be dangerous and
destructive to the Company's interests, It was quite
.obvious, as the two bodies had entirely different
missions - the missionaries that of proselytising
while the govermment for the expansion of the economic
and political power in the world, The Company, there-
fore refused to let the missionaries enter in any part
of the country belonging to her or even to her allieé.49
This opposition continued till the first decade of the
nineteenth century. In other words, the missionaries

could not be taken as the agents of the government upto

the above mentioned period.

47, Rev. austin John, "Beginning of Christian wWork in
the Hill Areas of North-East Indian Region®, &
Common Perspective for North East India, Calcutta,
19670 Pe 247. b

48, Ibid., p. 243,
49, Ioid.




The Charter Act éf 1813 pemit;ted indirectly the
missionaries to work among the Indians to impart useful
knowledge including religion and moral 1mprovenent-.5°
The missionaries resented always the association of
the Christian Govermment with the religious testimo-
nials ard institutionﬁi. of the Indians, especially
their collection of thé pilgrim tax and the manage-
ment of t}’xe temples aml mosques, though they did noﬁ
dare to desist it Gpenly..sl |

The Chartract of 1833 clearly allowed their pro-
selytization by creating three Bishopries in In:iia at
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras®? the main object of which
was to preserve and confirm the foundation of the

British rule ‘in.Imia. In oﬁher words, conversion

of the natives into Christianity would lead them to
genuine obedience to the British Govermnment since both
would follow the same religion, analysing the policy
~of the Govermment, Parry Charles (President of the
Board of Control), in 1807, stated:

There appear to be two principal objections

to the scheme of converting the natives to

the faith of the gospel, first, the attempt

might produce convulsion, and secomndly that
if successful, the natives would be less

50, sen @upta, K.P., »‘~Christian Qgssiqnaries in
Bengal, 1793-1833, Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay,
Calcutta, 1971, p. 55.

51, Ibdd.,

520 midcl Po 570
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easily gover ent moxre read to shake
off our autho than before, .

Barlier in 1805, Buchanan also expressed his 0pinioﬁ
that *a Christian policy ever looks to the Christian
religion for the perpetuating of empire."‘54 The
missionaries too had the full belief that it was God's
will that the dominion of India should be undertaken,">>
The British Officials like Lord Hastings, amherst, -

| etc, appreciated the activities of ' the mi;s;.sionaries
especially towa}:ds their tréns’]b ations and educational

56 But Lox:d Bentinck was more cautious towards

57

work, .
them especa.ally aftex: the Vellore Mmatiny, Ioxd
Northbrook in his speech on the occasion of the meet-
ing of thé Baptist mssior{axy ‘Society in BExeter Hall
spoke highly of the ‘missionar:y activities in f:he -Bast,’
He praised theis; society for semding learned mission-
aries to India, according tc him, it was because they
had to "desl with old religion and with educated men
of high intellectual culture, subtle in reasoning and

98

accustomed to the philosophy of the ancients,® Yet

53, Oofrespondence on Missions in India, ?a,rry and
" @Grant to Dundas, June 18, 1807, quoted by K.P,-
Sen Gupta, Ibid,
54, Buchanan, C, "Memoir of the expediency of an
. Beclesiastical Bstablishment for British India",
qu'Ot& by QP setl G!.lpta, Ibidoc P. 580
55, Ibid., p. 52,
56, Ibid., p. 56.
57. Ibid,
58, The ﬁ'i‘glishinan, :Calcutta, dated 30th May 1879,



there were much di fferences between the two bodies -
the missionaries andl the government towards their acti-
vities, attitudes in _.ejtec-:uting their policies,

After providing them all the facilities in the
Charter Acts 1813 and 1833, and the Biucation Despatch
of 1854, 1859, etc,, :i.tv sounds as if the two bodies
worked side by side on favourable terms,

The missionary activities were openly ctiticiéeﬂ
in'the Snglishman n'ewspapi__é;;, dated 208h May 1879,
which blamed the évangélists in the following statement :

It was on account of the missionaries that

we undertook the Abyssinnian expeaedition,

- The information given by missionaries, amd

the fret which thus caused in E‘ululanc'i,,~
. have been the present trouble,”?

The paper did reveal the humanitarian activities done by
the missionaries who "stood b_étween the less developed
races and the cfuelty and célious gréed ‘of white traders."so
However, all these good deeds were marred by their open
criticism and éttack on the native laws in the case of

the zuluiam wheré they took éhelter. It also exposed

their anti-British government- attitude, mCoiding to

the paper, the missionaries created problems for them-.

. selves and by themselves.

59, Ibid.' May 20, 'I'Uesday 1879. Pe 4,
60. Ibid. |
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At first, the English Baptist missionaries started
their évangelizatidn'in Assam through an Indian (Bengali)
preacher Krishna Chandra, It is piielieved-that with
the help and inspiration of this man that the New

Testament in kKhesi in the Bengali script was translated

by W. Carey.sl

However, from 1838 onwards, the american
Baﬁtist missionaries took over the field on the invita-
tion of the Political 0Official (as has been mentioned
earlier) with the superflous hope of uplifting the
tribesmen throﬁgh the evangelical activities - the main
object behind was similar to that of the policy permitting
the missionaries to work in India, Yet, they (the

British government) were not fﬁlly_cooperative especially
in regard to thé Nagas, But a s€hool for the Garos was
épened by the misgsionaries on the :ecommendation of
the Commissioner of Assam on the govermment's axd.ﬁz
on the gther hand, the govermnment refused to give
direct aid to the american Baptist Missionaries who had
{ started to open schools in the Naga viliagee, but
allowed to include the grant to them in the Gove'rnor..
General's'Agent's Contingency Bill, B;onson, who too
started tﬂe work independently did not receive the

govermment 's cooperation and also even from the local

61. ReV.‘ A\-\Stin JOhn, %.Cit., p. 244.

62, Bhattachaq}e; J}B..VThe gatos,and the English,
New Delhi, 1978, p.222._
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officers who felt that his work would antagonise the

63 It was circumstances that led the govern

tribals,
ment to such an attitude, In other words, it was the
suspiciods attitude of the Nagas towards the white men
that prompted the government to be very careful., It
was again on the same grounds that when the converts
who were exposed to their heathen friends, were not
given protection.64 While this was not the case with
the Garos ’as it is clear from one of the missionaries?
letter: ' | .

The entrance into the Naga Hills was in

many respects different from that of the

Garos, The greatest difficulty which the

missionaries had to face was perhaps overe

consciousness on the part of the governe

ment officers, as they were opposed to the

mi/s,sianax\ies...axﬂ the officers feared any

institution) of white people into the hills

might cause disruption and tribal war .63
Clark himself was quite certain that if any serious
war befell, the missionaries would be forbidden to
enter assam, Yet, we cannot deny the effective actia
vities left by the missionaries vwhich are still remem-

bered ard cherished by the tribals themselves,

63. Rev, Austin John, Qp.cit., p. 245,
64, Ibid,
65, Ibid,
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Response of the Nagas

That‘thé Nagas did not easily respond to the preachw
ing of the new faith is known from the fact that no con-
version bok place among the Nagas who came into airect
contact with the missioné;ies in the village, Namsang,
in 1839, It was rather a surprise to find a new con-
vert in the Assaﬁ valley f£rom 1847 onwards (i;e., after
the missionaries had left Naga hills),
| The new faith Twhic:-h seéns to be quite different
from the tribal belief did not at first attract the
Nagas., It might be due to the prejudice they had towards
the white men who were looked upon as agents of the
British governmenﬁ.'The fear of disruption of their
social and political set up was also one of the causes
for the dislike of the foreigners. They, therefore,
never faﬁoured the entry of a vhite man into their vilw
lage, Inspite of the good wishes or intentions of the
missionaries, the tribals lodkéd upon them with contempt
and suspicion, That was why Bronson was opposed and
sugpected, Godhula was also taken as é spy of the company
when he went to proclaim the new religion and was ordered

66

to be sent off, = The non-christians of Dekahaimong or

66.i Philip P.T.p roit.' p. 63.
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Mohungyinchen did not want Clark fer.a similar reason,
taking him as the agent of the British, They even ill-
treated or killed their own fellows who were:tﬁén
Christians., They were afraid of the new teligion in4
. case it created confusion in the minds of the éébple |
and turn the village upside down, It was quite evident
because the Christians wnuld no longer share the burﬂen
of the customary or religious activitzes. | |

The Angami country or the politically ccntiblied
area was the last one to feceiVe the migsionaries be-
cauge the governmént as we have seen sbove, did not
favour their entrance, when King huilt_a ﬁouse and'a
sdhool practiqaily at his own expense, the goverhment
. ordered him to vacate the site, in the face of oppo=
sition from the government Samaguting was the first
place to host a Christian Missionary in 1879, yet the last
among other villages to accept the new faith, However,
when some of the Angamis became Christians they were
ridiéuled by their own fellows and were nicknamed
'Yehova' an&.'hnk:akpf, meaning buried without the tra-

67  Imis sort of difficulty

ditional angami ceremonies,
was faced by almost all the early Christians,

why did the Nagas take time to accept the new faith?

571. jbid.. Pe 850
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- . Christianity as presented to the Nagas, according
to william Carlson Smith, was "little more than the
adoption of another éet of taboos“.68 The Nagas, who
had from time immemorial been used to drinking ami
opium eating found a great problem in giving up all of
a sudden what they weié habituated to because it wés
prohibited by the missionaries, These restrictions,
created tensions in their daily life and often led to
reversions to their old ways of life, gecondly, the
new religion was not free from superstitions in the
sense that it stressed or acknowie&ged thé idea of punishe
ment and reward in hell and heaven, fThird, war and head-
hunting were the order of the day when christianity in-
filtrated the hills. However, the new religion did ot
allow such activities as well as appreciate the social
practice attained out of head-hunting (which has been
expléinéd in the first chapter), Four, the exampie_
set by the high ranking British Officers in India who
were the sons of~the nobility often claimed native women
or leaving their country, and this was one of the
greatest obstacles to the spreading of the Gbspel.69
The disregard of the social practice like the Morung

system by the missionaries ard their complete aversion

68. Ibid., p.65.
69, Ibid., p. 66,
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towards the traditional religious practices with the
beliefs in gpirits, were also some of thé reasons why
‘the non-Christians could n'qt tolerate the new religion,
The above mentioned news;aéper clearly revealed why the
tribals showed antagonistic attitude towards the mis-
sionaries and suggested a positive approach, that they
(missionaries) should give the impression thét the
“"Missionary god is as good as ancther*, amd in this

| way the frihes might not object to their evangeliza-
tion, 70 instead of looking down on their beliefs and
openly criticisingx them, Fifth, the acceptance of the
new religion by soxﬁe Nagas created divisions among the
people as in Zululand, In the latter case, the cone
verts no longer belonged to the native, but to a
missionary, or in other words, the King had lost every
villager who embraced Christianity implying that he

. was not bound to be tried by the Zulu jurist, accord-

ing to the Zulu .'Lz:mrs."'1

He was ostrocised by his
people, On the other hand, the convert pitied the
other non-Christians as he thotight;‘ they were. all lost
children and vice versa, The convert or the Christian
could seek protection only from the missionary, who in

turn, was himself under the Bnglish protection, similar

70, The Bnglishman, May 20, 1879, Op.cit.
7. Doid. | |
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problems arose among the Nagas too, A statement made
by an untutored King depicted the attitude of the
native’ rulers, "I will have no missionaties because
you will soon send a consul: to protect, amd then

soldiers to protect the Residents”, 2

A black King

-ﬁoo did not like to receive a divided allegiance and

new laws to be introduied by a preacher., He knew very

well that the missionary with a tall hat and a white

necktie with a hymn book was no other person than an
incarﬁation of a ﬁostile fate.73_ The govermment blamed

| the missionatieé for their daring activities while

acknowledging that “Ruropean races are fatéd to encroach

on and finally annihilate races of less robust natives

and less sturdy civilisation."74

However, it was felt
that religion should not‘be used as the *"occasion of
gggression".75“ six, the Nagas being free from social
- ineqnaiity did not £find the need right away to embrace
it as was with ?he‘other caste Hindus, On the othef
‘hand, some of the Nagas accepted the new faith perhaps
due tovthe loving concern or charity shown by the mis-

.sionaries which they had. not experienced from others,

72, Ibid,
73. Ibid.
74, Ibid,
75. Ibid,
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By becoming Christians tﬁey were at- least psychologi-
cally free from the fear of the evil spirits, ‘n'iey no
longer were bourd to observe the :gennas. and finally :
free from the heavy expenses on sag:r;ific,egsl and feau:ii:.s.?6
Some of t;hem accepted t:_he:‘ faith fo;r personal ?argaig
for instance, some tbought vth;st by becoming-a czmrisf
tian one would be free from sickness or-becomé i.-;.c;h:.
'mis '@ems_, they did not understand the resl value of
becoming Christians,

‘The number of Christians umier study is very small
and that too mostly the Ao Nagas. In 1872, there were
only 24 Christians, 21 in 1876, 10 in 1878 and 17 in
1880.77 But it was a consolation to £ind that once
they embraced the religion they remained faithful to
it inspite of the opposition and persecuti_oﬁ_by‘ their
own fellew Nagas, and perhaps their example enlightened
their non-Christians who too finally followed their
footsteps, Today, more thén half pf:;,c&at of the
Nagas are Christians, though zthé‘;c;litical control of
the British government had ceased since 1947, the evan-
gelization still continues, whether it is considered - as
a colonial legacy or not, we cannot overlook the tre-
memcus transformation in reiigion amd education,

brought and instilled by the missionaries to these

76. Biéhop of chotanagpur, Christianity and the Tribal
Problem", A Common Perspective for North-East India,
on@t-o Po 238.

77. Philip, Op.cit., p. 68,
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CONSOLIDATION



CONSOLIDATION

It is true that the consolidation of colonial
control over the whole of Naga hills did not take
place during the period under study (1839-1880), but
the process began to take shape with the formation
of the Naga Hills District (1866), A&gain, the
administration over the whole hill territory too
never incorporated with British India, In fact, the
district consisting of a few Naga areas 1nhabiteﬁ by
the angamis, Rengmas, Lothas, Kukis, etc., which
constitute_d an "Unadministered® Area was regarded as
a part of the Province of Assam under East India (Law
and Regulations) &ct, 1870, It was regarded as a
*Backward Tract' in 1918 and an *EBxcluded area' in
1936 with the administrative head - the Governor, who
was given discretionary powers. So, the consolida«
~tion of British rule .over the Nagas was slow but .
“steady., The effective control over the few areas of
‘the hills was carried out in 1881 only after the sur-
render of the Nagas, who revolted against thealien
rule in 1879-80, The gradual expansion of the British
territory thus can be traced back to 1866, As a backe
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ground to this administration in 1881, it is essential
to study the gystem of administration thus introduced,

- Aministration -

The non-interference ;;olzcy (185165 ) having failed,
the British govermnent was left with the aiternative of
gak’ing over the Naga hills, But their policy was one of
gradual occupation, for, they too were‘.facéd with diffi-
culties and problems, at the same time knowing the nega~-
tive effect upon the tribesmen if sudden ahnexation was
undertaken. 'l‘hough the Naga mils District was created
in 1866, the administration was confined to only a small
ai:ea especially 6vef ';sémaghi:ing.' the Rengmas and Takaphan
Nagas 1nhabiting ‘the hills between the Dhensiri river and
the Nowgcng Digtrict, as well as over the Kukies of the
I.ongting colonyl and was to be urder 1t. Gregoxy, the
Deputy conunissioner (b.c.) with samaguting as head-
quarters. He was enpowered to exercise direct control
only over Samaguting and to take any' élecision according
to c,ircumstaxices. He was to exact a small trihutg of
fs,2/- per house from Samaguting or eight days ' labour
and declare a general amnesty of all old offenders

1., Foreign Political Department, Progs., 1866
December, No.l138, p,., 6.
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against the British, and as regarxds the Razapemah
village (which committed a raid on a Mikir village
recently) the D,C. was to stop the offenders from
coming into the British territory while the rest of
the Nagas were to be allowed on deposition of their
weapons and taking a pass from hj.m.2
According to the orders, *"the D.C. 6:‘.Pol‘itical
Agent for the Naga Hills should hold a position ana-
logous to that of the court of Sessions under the
Code of Criminal Procedure and act as a Court of
Zppeal in civil cases. The Judicial Oonunisaionervof
Assam should exercise tﬁe powers of the High Court in

respect to Naga C’:«'a‘u:'ses-.""3

wWhen any request for redress
was made to him, he was to act only as a magistrate
*through the medium of his court which is under the
trammels of resolution 1aws".4 He was to be empowered
as a Political Agent (P.Al‘.) §0 as to enable him to
negotiste with and control the tribes without any

reference to laws, or regulat.:l.ons.s

The Bengal Police
or minist.erial officers should oh no account be permit-

ted to interfere,

2'0' ‘midoj Poe 5.
3. Ibid., Pe 6.

4. Ibid, (Memorandum for the future administration of
- the Angam:l. Naga Hills), p. 22.

5. Ibid., p. 22.
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As in the case of the Syntengs regarding civil,/
procedure, the Nagas were also to have a panchayat {g
which would consist of gaonburas, headman and sirdarst
whose fuﬁctions should be similar to that of the

Dolloys and Pathaxs6

(officers). The Naga Panchayat
was to be responsible for thgir vi{lgge po;ice while
the function of the police was to be mainly one of
repressing-the-disturbances.v In £his.ﬁay; the.
British administration did not bring a total reform
to the‘then existing‘uaga villagé‘otganisatidh where
the Council of elders (see Chapter 1 for reference)
was responsible for the welfare of the whole village,
The Panchayat was to try all the criminal offences
except of heinous character or persons outside their
jurisdictioﬁ. They could also try all civil cases but
the proeeédings_should be only viva voce and without

8  above the Panchayat, a council at the head-

record,
quarters was to be established over which the Political
Agent's assistant was to preside,

In heinous cases, the P.A. was empowered to con-
vict and pass sanctions, acquit or discharge the pri-

soner and remand for further investigation on the

Py
EEE|



-118-

English record drawn up by the assietanﬁ but in case
of the absence of the assistant the P.A, should hold
@ session trial on the presentment or indictment to
c¢all up any criminal trial case and decide it himself
or reverse or modify the decision of the council. The
aésistant had’ nov power over the‘ judicial functions
except as a president of the Naga Council, but he

was to be empowered over revenue and police matters

with the autharity from the P.A.g

With the separation of the assam Province from
the Bengal Province in 1874,_the Commissionex of
-Assem occupied a special positian over the adminise
tration of police an:i justice, assisted by the P.A,
and his assistant, thé mouzadars, gaonburas, peumahé
(Naga chiefs) and houshas (Kuki chiefs) or headmen
of Khels, cfsuﬁéh other classes of officer as the
Governor-Genersl might appoint according to the cir-
cumstahces subject to the @céeptions, restrictions
and rules which would be enforced only in the vil-
lages and communities under the direct administration
of the P.A.lo _

The policé of the Naga Hills was to consist of
(1) Regular police, subject to Act V of 1861 and Rural

Police consisting of mouzadars, gaonburas, peumahs,’

9. Ibid. |

10 Home Judicial Dept,, Progs., April 1874, No.147
{(Rules for adminigtration of justice and police in
the Naga Hills Agency), paras.l-2,
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houshas and other village authorities recognised as
such by the P,A, with their subordinate village
11

authorities.”” Though the control of police was

vested in the P,A,, he was to act only under the

orders of the C.C., of &ssam.lz

The Penal Code and
aAct V of 1861 weré to be applied to the Regular Police
in case of miécoxﬂuqt while fines and imprisonment .
were to be imposed upon the .Rural Police for any
offénces. awardable under the Penal Code mich were
to be decided by the P.A, or other officers duly
authorized.13 an appeal could be made by the entrusted
bodies (mouzadars, peumahs, houshas and other chief
village authorities) in police matters to the P,A.,
but the C.C, of aAssam could call for the proceedings
te modify or reverse any order as he considered
px:'epoer.:"4 - |

The ordinary duties of police were to arrest all
criminals and repress all disturbances within their
respective jurisdiction.ls ‘when unable to arrest the
offenders, they could appeal for help to the Regular
Police, who were in turn bound to be assisted by the
inhsbitants of the Nagé Hills, which were urder the

administrative control of the 1&3',..&\.3'6

11, Ibid., péra.3.
12, M.. para.4,
13, Ibid., para.S,
14, Ibid,., para.8,
15, Ibid., paras.13-14.
16, Ibid., para.l5.
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In the case of the criminal justice also, the
administration was entrusted to the P,A., his assis-
tant and the mouzadars, houshas, peumzhs or other
chief village authqritiés of the different communi-
ties enpowering the former to pass a sentence of death
or imprisonment for a term of limited years (7 years)
while the local authorities could try a case to the
extent of R:,50/- only in which case too, the ‘P.VA. was
to be co'nsulteﬁ. The P.A, had full authority over the
local bodies, Their position amd status were to be re-
cognized by him and. regarding their power over crimes

too, the P.A,'s orders were necessary.17

These local
bodies could not try a case in connection with their
relatives, a non-resident of their jurisdiction and
vhen the case was against the state.la_ They were not

to decide any cases save in an open darbar, in the
presence of at least three witnesses and the complainant

19

and the accused, dppeals could be made to the P,A,

or his assistant within 8 days from the day of the

last decision.?® iowever, the final decision was to

be taken by the C,C, of aAssam almost in all the cases,

17. Ibid.' puas-ls"l?
18. Ibid., para.19.

19. Ibid., para. 20,
20. Ibid..
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&3 in the other cases, the c¢ivil administration
was entrusted to the C,C., the P,A,, his assistant,
vt:he mouzadars, peumahs, houshas and other chief village
authorities.zl The local bodies (_tﬁe above mentioned
authorities - mouzas, peumahs, houshas; etc,) had to
get recognition from the P,A,, who could then try
cases without limit except in tﬁe cases of their rela-
tives, non-retident of their Jurisdiction; and such
had to be held ‘:i.n-epeﬁciarbar in the presence of the
parties concerned and at leéSi; three reSpect‘ive withesses
as in the above cases; and the proceeding was to be viva
vor.:e.22 The mode of ‘trying: the case or proceeding in
this branch too was more or less similar to the above
mentioned cases. Finally, the courts of the C.C., the
P.A., and his assistant ﬁere to be gqided by the spirit
but not be bound by the latter of the code of civil
proceduré.zs
From what has been explained “above, we find that
the traditional political administration has undergone
some 6hénges in préctice, ~though it is believed ;g;hat
these local bodies were given full power as rp;e_\‘g}”éidhed

above, Their activities were very greatly, Jsimited and

21, Ibid., para.25,.
22. Ibid., paras.26-28.
23, Ibici .o pata; 37.-
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'hothing'coﬁld‘be”éone unless it had been approved by
the P.A, whose power was égaiﬁ'restricteﬂ’by the C.C:
of assam; It was in fact, a transplant of an alien
"Sphéte upon the traditional political structure;

' However, on the Wholé. it was the aim or the policy
of the government to let the fribes'g6VErn‘themselveso

of course, on the village level only,
Revenue

- The Nagas for a long time had,not‘paid revenue to
anyone, Only presents were exchanged with the Ahoms
and these were considered to be tribute‘by.the latter,
The angami Nagas, paid nothing to any neighbouring
country, But with the encroachment of thelalien powers
the system of administration4especially-the payment of
revenue in cash was for the first-time introduced, The
"statistical Account of Assam® by W.W, Hunter taken
upﬁo-lB??, does not mention clearly the number of villages
which paid revenue to the British, as the D.C. of the
Naga Hills District found it difficult to do so.2?
However, he roﬁghly estimated the number of villages at
241 - 8 assamese villages, 3 altoniya, 23 Cachari villages,
25 '

90 Mikir and 9 Rengma villages. According to the

'24. Hunter, W.W., A Statistical Account of Assam,
'Vol.II, Delhi, 1975 (Ist printed in 1878), pcl98.

25, Ibid,
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government orxder, a housetax was collected from Sama-
guting since the formation 9f the new disgtrict in
1866, while in the other villages, the tax was levied
at diffgrent periods varying between 1874 and 1376.26
The D.C, stated that those villages were induced to
pay partly to save themselves from oft-repeated
oppressions from their morelpowerful’neighbcurs and
also on account of the ease, comfort and security of
‘tﬁeir Samagutihg hrethren.27 ‘ThiS‘valunﬁary submission
was looked upon by the British 6fficers as an important
civilizing effect achieved by them in the course of
their mixing with the tribes, but it was mainiy out

of necessity for security against their enemies rather
than anything else, because it was only the smaller
villages which sought British protection.

%g/tﬁ other districts, a house tax of Rs.2/~ per
house was realised from the Naga Hills District, while
in Khasi and Jaintia Hills District and the Garo Hills
District.(févenues on land and minersiwere collected

28

in addition to the house-tax.”  But the land revenue

26. Ibid., p. 198,
27. Ibid.

28, Report on the administration of the Province of
- Assam for the Years 1874-75 and 1875-76, sShillong,
printed at the Assam Secretariat Press, 1877, p.S5l,
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was also collected from two villages o£ the Naga Hills
District.zg ’i‘he_sé taxes viere not paid direct to the
{,;;0_vt'-zrxmnem-;,':‘m but the settlgment was made with the

heéd— of the village, who submitted each year to the

D.C. or the Sub-Divisional Officer (3.D.0), a list of
the number of houses in his village, accounting for

all casualties sincé'the previo§s assesément;sl a
sfstem similar to the Khasi and Jaintia 'mila Dif-
t_rict. As regar_d to this rate of revenue to be assessed
u}ith the effective control over the Nagas, the C.C,
opineri' that in the first instance, “the measure was
inpartant ,réther fmtﬁ & political point of view and
insisted on it as a publ:i.c and well urderstood symbol

of obedience rather than a valuable contribution to the
revenue.“32 Therefore, inspite of the imbalance in
taxes collected and the expenditure the District was
maintained and controlled as is clea: £rom the following

table:?3 o '

Year Revenue collected Civil expenditure

| £ s D £ S
1867-68 41 17 ¢ ] 4,969 0
1869-790 639 18 L 6,920 0
1870-71 . 496 12 © 6,485 18
1875-76 627 12 0 7,188 ’ 8

o

Total 1805 19 24,863 6

29. Hunter W.W., Q5.cit., p. 197.

30. Ibid., p. 192. .,

31,/ Report on the Alministration of the Province of Assam
for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76, Op.cit., p. 52,

32, Report on the Administration of the Province of Assam
for the years 188182, Shillong. 1883, p. 23,

33,. Hunter W.W., op.cit., p. 197,
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The land tax was annually settled under the Assam

Settlement Rules, the system of measurement being the

34

same as in Assam proper, This'asseSSment was realised

from 1869-70 amounting to £ 55 95 or 5s 83d, each by

35

193 Proprietors, However, the amount in the follow-

36

ing year was lesser, It was only £ 43 14s, while the

house tax went on increasing as is seen from the follow-

ing tableza7
Year , House tax
1867-68 - £ 19 165 OD
1868-70 o £373 58 OD
- 1870-71 £429 185 OD
Total £822 195 OD

The house tax continued to increase expecially after

1874 because more and}more Naga villages sought‘the
ﬁrctection of the British government against their

more powerful neighbours even at the risk of paying
taxes, However, this new system of paying taxes to

the Qovernment was rggggggg~§z_fhf_E§gg§_who then felt
that they were no longer the masters in their own land
and this resentment was manifested in their revolt in

1879-80, Though the weak villages were protected against

34. Report on the Administration of the Province of
Assam for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76, Qp.cit.
Part 11, p.52. S

35. mnter W.W.; md,Cit.' p. 197.

36, Ibid,

37. Ibid.
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their enemies, their traditional political structure
was to some extent disturbed, f_ér' instance, the old
political, social and religiogs.;pract.ices through the
head-hunting were no longer appréciated by the alien
power., ‘I'heif political disunity among the:ﬁselvee was
strengthened to a great extent by’ creating division

among the tribes during the boundary demarcation,

 Communication

Communications were v'ery poor in the Naga Hills
and to make the hills more accessible or to smoothen
the running of the administraticn,v or in other words,
to prevent the tribal ra.:ids amongst themselves and
upon the plainsmen, and above all, for'better trange
port of supplies of provisions for the forces si:ationed'
in the hills, it was felt necessary to undertake the
construction of roads, So it was proposed to open a
1ide of communication from sSamaguting to Dimapur at
the total caét. of k.4,000/~ on land and water communi-
cation between Dimspur and Golaghat and, from the former
place to Samaguting at the total cost of 85.8,550/-%7‘
However, they tried to curtail the mq:ensesaa in order

to make a large saving, for which reason, the roads &

37. (Administrative Report), Foreign Department, Progs.,
December 1866, No,138, Qp.cit., para 40, p.7.

38. (administrative Report), Forelgn Department, Progs.,
" September 1876, No.143, p. 186,
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were mainly of bricig{le pét‘.hs. The communication bet-
ween Kohima and Golaghat by early 1880 was much improved
_chiefly due to the visit of His Bxcellency the Commander
in—chief in November 1881 who permitted a company of
sappers and a wing of the 23rd Pioneers to be elnplofed
6:3 the hill port:'ién' of the toad.39 Besides the sbove
mentioned road, comnicatiori I.tn differe’niﬁ parts - Goia-
ghat to Wokba, Wokha to Kohima, Kohima to Mao, on the
Manipur frontier was also in the full swing by the early
1880s though this road had béen intencied since the early

1830s,

Frontier Policy

Before the full subjugation of the Nagas in 1880,
there were few troops stationed in the district., How= |
ever, with the effective control, these f_.orces increased
as a precautionary nieasure against any recurrehce of
further raids and revolts as faced recently in 1879-80.
For the protection of the }plains fortions of the disge.
trict, three earthworks garrisioned by the frohtjier |
police were formed at Alsacherra, Jaipur, and -Baladﬁan,~
which were connected by a path regularly patrolled by
40

parti% in charge of the several posts, The frontier

(Mministrative R@ort )s - Foredign Department, Progs. *
Septanber 1882, Mo 136, para 21, p.7.

46'. sam General : ministrative ort for the ear
1880-81 and 1881-82, Shillong, 1882, p.l8.
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police was stationed with instructions to signal, and
in order to cofimunicate in a better and in a very short

space of time, arrangements were made, 4t

The old means
of anploying the non-Naga‘s - the Kukis, was continued
consisting of 100 Kukis for patrolling the outposts.
This was added t;o and strengthenetﬁ by the establish- .
ment of a mrop_ean-of-fiaer in the hills.-4:2 'menpolice_‘
mitpasts were stationed at different parts of the dis-
trict, viz.,, Wokha, Karuphema, Piphadé,v ‘Pherima, Samae
guting, Nichu Quard, Dimapur, Bo;patﬁar.u Henirba, Vis=
wam&,-fmer'he.na and Kohima, the police numbering 462 in
a11.43 It was intended eventually to establish a strong
attactments 1n ox:der to bring hom to the people the

teality of the British contml.“

The duties of the police were almost purely’ military4
(with raiders) and it had been proved so in the event of
thima.' In this way, the British government tried to

contidl the Hill tribes through armed police forces.

41, Ib‘id
42. Ibid
43. (Mministrative Report), Foreign Dq:artment.
- Progs., September 1882, No. 138, m. cit.,
’ para 19, p. 6.
44, zb;ld.
45. Ibid.
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innez:__x_...ine Réggyiation

Wwith the rspid expansion of the cultivation along
the frontier areas of assam, there arose problems and
difficulties and after 1869; the commercial extension
led to the encroachment of the tea planters upon the
hill forests of the tribes. Inspite of the payment of
the land revenue to the Naga chiefs in some cases, the
problem remained unsolved,?® In the meantime in 1872-73,
the s'tatuté 32 and 33, ‘vic.,, Cap. 3, wl:;ic:h gave power
of summary legislation for backward tracts to the

 Bxecutive govermment was extended to Msam.“

The
foremost plan of this was to pass regulations for the
- frontier districﬁs.

| Besides the problems that arose between the tea
planters and the tribes, it was found that there was
pressing necessity of bringing under more stringent
control the commercial ‘relations of the British sub-
jects with the tribes living outside the jurisdiction,
S0, the government decided to take special powers and

48 ;«ccoxdingly a regulation was

buy out special rules,
drawn'up by the Lt, Governor and was approved by the
G. G.-':'i'n-c:ouncil. 'mis regulation empowered the Lt,

Governo.r to prescnbe and modify a line -to be called “'I‘he

Inner l.ine" in each or any 0f the districts affected,

46, asoso _Yonuo, Op.cit., p. 94,
47. Mackenzie &., Op.cit., p. 55.
48. Dbid,
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beyond which no British subjects of certain classes or
foreign residents could pass without a lzcence 49 issued
by the p.c.>® The pass °’-". licence was subj ect to cone
ditions, Rules were laid down ‘regaxﬂing'trade, the
possession of Iaui beyond the line and others, ' It also
provided fbr .the preservation of elephants at the same
time ‘iauthorizéd( t:hfe government to IEY déQn rules for
their capt:ure. | ‘ | o

| However, this did not solve the problem as it
di”ffz.cult to define the actual boundary of the British
possessions, since the so called Inner Lihe @id neither
indiééte ‘the territorial frontier nor classify the |
sovereignty of the t:errit:ozy beyom the limits of the

Brm_t.ish administered areas.sl

As such the Inner line
‘Regulation was laid down along the borders of the Brahe
maputra valley. The tea plaﬁters were forbidden from
ac@;irihg_land beyord this line either from the Assam
Government or from the local tribal chiefs. This regu-
lation was defined merely for purposéa of Jurisdiction..'
The active control of the district officer need not '
nec:essaril’y extend upto the boundary but no further
extension beyom the line was pexmitt:ecl 2 e tribes

49, assam administrative Rq;ort, 1874-75 and 1875-76,
’ Part HB‘ m.cit.' p. 3.

Sog Ibid.p posso
‘ 51. AsSOBO Yonuo; .9. -Eavcitb';' Poe 94,
52, Mackenzie A&., Op. git., p. 89.
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beyond. the line were left independent to manage their
own affairs without much interference by the. frontier
officers in their political administration except to
'establi_éh a personal influence for good upon the chi‘gfs

and the tribes.‘s:)‘

This Inner Line Regulation was extended to Cachar,
Lakhinpur and Darrang Districts, out of necessity. In
this way, the govermment provided safeguards for its
'su'bjects against the tribes as a precautionary measure
to prevent the raids of the tribes and repress and
finally subjugate theﬁ in the long run., Unfortunately
the line drawn was neglected and brought unrestricﬁed
relations between the plainsmen of assam and the tribes
including the Nagas, This often led to the frequent
quarrfeﬁs and disturbanées in connection with the

t%},affié‘in rubber, tes, et:r.:.s4

Inspite of the above
mé‘;’;tioned problems, the Inner Line became the fixed intere
n‘atio’nal,"not internal boundary of the Naga Hills, .
Henceforth, the tea planters paid compensation to the
Nagas for the land occupied beyord the line and inspite

of the frequent violation, it continued to be in force,>>

53. mid.' pp. Bg-"goc
54, Asos0 Yohuo, ‘OB frc;it.», p_._9$.
55, .Ibid, -
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Boundary Demarcation

4

The British had very little knowledge of the
geography, polity and eccnomic condition of the Naga
hills at the time of the conquest of Assam in 1826,
The Treaty of Yamdaboo concluded’ oﬁ the 22nd February
1826 did not clearly demarcate the boundaries between
Assam and Burma, and .Naga Hil;s and ‘&ssaﬁ\ or Buma, )

- but merely asserted that "His Majesty the King of._
Ava renounces all claims upon, and will abstein from
future interferences with the principality of Assam
and its dependencieé,” according to the 3-article of
the _t:::«.ﬂ,.:-;’cq,r.'“'-'/6 Nor was the boundary between the Naga
hilis and @nipur $tate properly demarcated | (i.e, at
the time of the change of polici_es). However, later
on they asserted that according to the above mentioned
treaty, ’che' wholeiéif.'t_:‘he Naga hills was annexed into
their territory. 'i‘his very statement, of course, bore
very little weight at the time of the formulation of

the policy of the non;interferer‘xce. In this way, the
Naga hills had been the victims of alien rule which

tried ig: all respects to manipulate them to suit its
‘conveni ént policies, 1In éther words, the distribution

of the Naga tribes had ité root cause in the conquest of

AsSam~by ehewaxiti§h<fb;1owgd~by the demarcation of the

56. Bose M. } H.lstorical and COnstitutional Documents
of North East India, belhi, 1979, PPe. 6162,
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boundaries running from the south to the north extremity,
The boundary line which passes through the densely
.forested hills, streams, trees and river with Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizo hill on one side and thev Kachin, Naga hills
and Chiw/Hills on the other, was arbitrary drawn by the
British company in 1826, The boundary commission which
was appointed after two years did not actually demarcate
which theréfore became merely é,n‘imaginaxy boupdéx;yi. It
‘was done to suit thei:‘éwn convenience without consider-
ing the sentiments, the _actuai ‘political or soc;@ai aspects
of the £mnt_ie,i§:. people, This ;ﬁ.'nconsid;eration on the part
of th;é*“Briti‘sh did_‘nbt. create any necessity to change with
the annexation of the Burma in 1885. into the British
territory. A&gain, in 1937, when Burma was separated
from Indiia‘, the need for the adjustment of bound ary
was not felt, 'J,bdéy, ‘these people .makev use of these
jungle borders from both countries as their bases and
as traffic to Bangla Desh and China -~ fighting for self
.i.ndependence. The two governments find difficu;ty in
suppressing such spirit at the same time cannot deny
the fact that after all they were ethnically one,

cqming, to the demarcation of bound ary between.
Manipur and the Naga hills, the year 1841-42, has to
be takén into account, It was in this yéar that such

division of the division in the two states started,
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The British knew that the Angami Nagas were the most
. .
warlike of all the tribes, who committed raids upon
the British territories in the plains ani Manipur, In
order to suppress such outrages, the British found it
expedient to share the task with the Government of
Manipur as it is clear from J.F. Brown's (special
‘Commissioner for aAssam and Manipur boundary) statement
dn1sms | | '
It was ihtended thereby to distribute between
the Manipur sState and the British cGovernment
the work of raid repression, in other words,
the letter undertook the duty of preventing
ralds committed by Nagas living in the North
of the line, whilst it threw on Manipur the

burden of carrying out a similar task in the
country south of it 57

This line eventually became a territorial limit because
Brown. found it expedient to retain the‘ line, . for the
raids in North Cachar by the Nagas ceased for many
years since the time of the danar.cation of the bounda-
m.se In other words, due to the effective and positive
results, the line was retained for 30 years, It was
demarcated by Gordon and Bi.gge and was followed despite
the opposition from the Manipur Government, tHowever, in
1871, it was thoroughly investigsted on the spot whether

there was any compensation to be made over to the state

L3

57. Foreign Political Department, Progs.,, March 1872,
No,80 (para.28), pp. 54=5,

58, Ibid., p. 55.
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- of Manipur for the villages included into the British
.territory. But Mr, Brown (the Boundary éomissioner)
pointed out that such cgnipensation was not necessary
as the Major Tungal (from Manipur State), could mt
give him a satisfactory answer as to whether the vil-

lages north of the 1841-42 line belonged to Manipux‘.sg

In this way the British officiéls oveﬁawed the power

of the Manipur govefment. Mr Brown too came to the

conclusion from the information gethered that though

the Manipur government realised tribute from the Naga
villages north of the line, it was not permanent, as
regards to the five Naga villages called Sapvoma cluster |
they were excluded from the Naga Hills District as J.F.
Brown suggested to which it was in agreement with His
Bxcellency in Council, who too found it expedient to

exclude tham from their neighbouring tribes.éo

As regards the unexplored country to the east of the
Naga Hills District, they were left to themselves except
for a friendly intercourse with the chiefs, distributing
presents and giving friendly advice to settle the dis-
putes by the D.{:.61 The Nagas living oﬁ the south—-east
of the Naga Hills District or the north east of Manipur,

i.e, upto the i.anier river, were claimed by the Manipur

60. Ibid. No.116 (paras.8-12), p.118,
61. Ibid., p. 119 (para.16),
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authoritigs,sz but the surveyors found it baseless. The
Secretary to the Q. €, of Assam informed the Secretary

to the verzimc-mt of India, that with regard to the _
claim put forward by the Manipuri Durbar, he opined

that the latter's claim was mex}ely a ‘sweeping expression’
‘and that to the inhabitants of that part (25° North lati-
tude and 95° B longitude) had ‘more connection with

Burma than with Manipoor*.03 1the impression they got
was that ever if there was any relationship it ceased
before the coming of the British to that part; The
Manipuri officers, .who"accompanied the expeditionary
party expressed thelr view that t hey knew nothing of
this tribe and wished to have no communication with

them.64

Yet, the Manipur Durbar asserted its ownership
over this region, Fowever, after a ylo‘ng persuasion
they accepted the line demarcated which included the
tribal villages which they supposed were more or less
under the former's possession.as The former was denled
of the territories .unsurveyed. It was therefore only
natural that these tribes continued their old relatione
ship passing fiom one coutitxy to other t:ountf} without
visa (pass). To the Govesnment of India was confronted

with the resultant impact of this boundar:y demarcation

'62..~Foreign Politz.cal qut Progs., January 1877; No,89,
p.55- (para I).

63, 1lbid., p.56.
64, Ibid,, No,90 (para.8), p.48.

65, Foreign Political Dept., Progs., May 1878, No,328,
P. 285, . v
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for the tribes found difficulty to accept the fact that
they were politically divided but geographically and
ethnically_and,perhéps economically they are all one,
They therefore cared little and communicated with each
other for marriage oxr economic relations without the
slightest thought of the existence of the boundaqy.sa
As such, they never felt the necessity of going through
the formalities of paséport,‘visa, etc, the impression
of vwhich the British govermment knew would arouse the
wrath of the tribes which they earnestly wished to
avoid at any cost,67 The policy of non-interference
in the internal tribal affairs followed towards these
tribes by the British government was still followed in

independent India.

II
Nature and character of Administration

In order to achieve their aim of bringing the Naga
tribes under their control gradually, they (British)
realised the positive resﬁltAof utilising the natives
as mediators between them and the mass, They also
understood the existing political structure which re-
cognised the Khel leaderships of the villages. They

66. AsoBO Yonuo, gg.dit., p. 331,

67. Tbid.
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had more or less formed the ideé they should not bring
a total change to their traditional customs which would
mean disaster to their own policies., 8o, besides the
military and police forces that were stationed in-‘ the
hills, they recognised the clan leadership through them

they could indirectly subjugate the people& Through

these leaders or delegates or representatives, the
government hoped to end the inter-clan and inter-tribal
feuds which had from time imemorial been in existence,
This new system evolved weould be credited to Lt. Gregory,
the first D,C. of the newly created district in November
3.'86:3.68 The object of this system is to receive the
representatives or delegates from the different important
Naga tribes who would aid the government to stop the |
existing feuds and check the recurrences among theéme-

69

selves, Later on, they acted as interpreters, the

escorts and were even included in the Intelligence Depart-
ment of the Political ;\gent. They not only proved good
interpﬁeters but also literally helped in getting sup-
plies. for the coolies who were constructing a road £from
Samaguting to Wokha, 7
Firﬁing it necessary and useful, the Government of

71

India ap’proved of. it in 1870. > In 18‘72, the reports on

68, mre:.gn {Political) Dept., Progs., May 1873, Nos.271-74,
Pel. . .

69, Ibid.

70.vmreign (Political Aa) Dept., ngs., May 1876 (k. w)
No,.101-103,

71. Ibid.
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this working of the system showead satisfactory and the
govermment further declared its continuance, Henceforth

the role of the delegates in the subjugation of the tribes

became more important anmd the government of India
sanctioned to raise its numbers from 10 toc 15 at an
extra cost of Rs.SO/- per mcmt.’:irl.ma |
The political agent of the Naga bﬁ.-i’ls reported in

1875 that he found the delegates invalusble as ever
' which is clear from his statanentsa L 1 am more than

ever convinced that we cannot do better than introduce
the plan whenever we aivance into é new country of the
kind which 1lies all round ‘our Assam valley."’® In the
initial stage, it seamed as if thié sox:t.of.' 'system could
'stop' the .exiatingv feuds, }bwévér notwithstand'in‘g this,
the assistant Commissioner considered that the delegates
were most useful as mediums of commuhication with the
clans they represented and he was of opinion that if such
such were discontinued the clans could look upon the dise
charge of delegates as an act by which all friendly inter-
course with the Br:i.t:n.sh goverment would be cut off, He
therefore recommended for its continuance and judge their o
role after a year's ecperieme and take decision accordinglyj;{

The officiating comissioner ‘'of assam, Col. Agnew re-

73. Ibid.

74, Foreign (Political A), ant., Progs., December 1870,
Nos. 28-31 (Office Note),
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’ |
marked that any immediate and perceptible effect to
breconcile the tribes through this system wéuid not be
expected but that the result could be obtained only after
a longer experience.vs‘ According to the office note
such system "strengthens the ﬁ.c.'s position in the
hills and gives his oppcxtunities of free intercourse
with the'peoplé; It enables him,too-to move about in
the ﬁills"with,a'feeling of perfect security and with a faci-
lity which otherwise he might rot enjoy, as porters ané

suppliers ,are, by the assistance of the delegates,

76 - It was for these reasons that

easily procurable,”
the éfficiating;gfficer'strongly-recdmmended its cone
tinuance for a longer period,
with the introduction of the British rule im the
Naga hills, the demécratic_form of selecting the chiefs
- among them could not be fully practised since the British
supported the chiefs, In other woxds, it became difficult
for the people to oust the head chief thus leading to=-
wards the hereditary form, though this is not the case
with all the tribes, This sort of practice remains evén
| today but under the *new Indian administration, the
‘village chiefs, though respected and are .acting as village

75. Ibid.
76. Ibid.
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spokesman, are in reality, mere shadows of their ori-

ginal power”

puppets in the hands of the existing.
political practice. The chiefs now are ‘ezl‘ﬁrusted

with road repairing, distributing the post and pre-
paring the rest camps for the touring government off;-
cials,va Their age long powers are being only a dream
of tﬁe past while they are now practically dependent
upon the govermment officials in their districts,

' Though the government tried to win the hearts of the
chiefs by giving them special red-cloth, the hereditary
powers of tﬁe headsghip have been limited to a iarge extent,
Bvery case is no longer decided in the village, according
to the traditional or msﬁmaw lJaws except that they |

‘have connection with the nminor cases,

T7. M, Horam, @.-Cit.' Pe 76.
78, Ibid.
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CONCLUSION

! If the 18th century laid the foundation of the
British empire in India, the 19th century saw its
expansion even to its north eastern cOrﬁér,; The
expansionist policies - “The subsidiary Alliance";
“The Doctrine of lapse" towards the Indian States was '
one major cause of the outbreak of the mutiny in 1857,
surprisingly it was not‘&uring the Company's rule in
India that the hill tribes on the Assam border were
brought into the mainstream of the British empire;
though within three decadés (1824-54), the whole of
‘the Assam valley was annexed into it by the Company.
It was rather after the proclamation of the non-
expansionist policy following the mutiny that these
tribes were brought under their control, Though the
above mentioned policies were not appliad fully to
this north-eastern region, the annexations of some of
them were not justified in the cases like Mattak and
Jaintia on moral grourdds and this was also admitted
by the Home authorities., Yet, when we discuss the
annexation as a whole from the general political point
of view, we find that the Bast India Company had no

other alternative left,! The annexation of Assam was

1. Lahiri R.M., Annexation of Assam (1824-1854),
General Printers and Publishers Ltd., Calcutta,
1954, p. 224,
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justified on the humanitarian point of view, as it kwas
under utter confusion and depression politically,
sociaily and economically due to the maladministra-
tion of the Burmese, -

Had the British forces retired from that

unhappy valley at that stage as did wWelsh

half a century ago not only the eastern

frontier of the British empire would be

imperilled, assam would not have recovered

from the blight of mediaeval theocratic

rule,
The first Ang‘lo-mrmesé war (1824=26) = the outéom’e of
which was the annas\ationnf a large pait of the country,
was declared to defend the north eastern frontier of the
British empire from the Burmese; who were extending
their control xiestwazd. It was inevitable and at the
same time unavoidable for the two imperialistic powers
to come into conflict,; On the part of the British it
ivas:, as pointed out by Pemberton (former Joint Commis-
sioner ixi-Manipur) in 1835 that a duty as the defence
of the north eastern frontier was necessary "with a
view to protect our valuable provinces éf Rungpoor and
Dacca, the possession of which had long been the
anxious object of the King of ﬂva".a

»'I‘hé conquest of Assam brought the British govern-

ment face to face with the surrounding border tribes

2. Ibid,

3. Pemberton R. Boilean, Report on the Eastern Erom:ier ,
of British India, Department of Historical and Anti-
quarIan studlies in assam, Gauhati, 1966 (lst impres-
sion: 1835), supplement p. LXV,
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who occasionally raided the plains for plunder as well
as pﬁrsuing the old customary practice ~ the head hunt-
ing, in which case the Nagas 'were no exception, In the
case of the Nagas as with the Jaintias, it was the
British who first penetrated into their hills on the
pretext of gxeeu‘cing the wishes of the Raja of Manipur
by direct communication with Assam for a better trade,
The Angami Nagas who were the most warlike of all
resented the alien penetration into their hills and
naturally put up "'a strong restist‘.ence-. This was taketi
as a legitimate ground for their éontinuance of their
raids, Their hitherto practice'~ in slave trade which
had been going on ﬁith‘the Bengali merchants who came
up for:cotton and which was one of the causes of the
raids in their neighbouring countries, could not but
attract the atténtio;'x' of the British, -ﬁ[n-the meantime
the strategic importance of Assam was recognised, In
order to meet the immediate necessity, i.e, to defend
the 'frontiers from the raids and prevent such outrages,
second, to gain more knowledge about the geography,
cult:u_r‘e and history of the hill tribes, and last, but
not the least, to explore the res;:urc:es of the hills,
thé military expeditions wére sent from 1839 onwards,
Had the _&ngami'f; shown their easf go:lng way as did the
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sibsagar border tribes, in their first encounter with
the expeditionary party under Captains Jenkins and

- Pemberton, in 1832, the question of sending military
forces into their hills would perhaps had not arisen,

In other words, the British would not have to incur
expenditure by sending so maﬁy expeditions unnecessari;y;
However, we have seen hoﬁ’these exbeditions were fruite
less, yet, it was.through these underﬁakings that they
came to know about the causes of the raids, Whether if
was théigflthe government to reach the natural frontier
or not;‘it is clear that their main objective was to
explore the natural ;eséyréés of the unknown hills for
economic exploitation if found feasible, This is very
clear from the facﬁ that after the failure to obtain
their oﬁjectivetby sending expeditions (1839s1851),
theY-legt the Nagas to themselves by declaring the policy
of‘absofﬁéé non-interference, They had come to the cone
clusion that the hills were economically unproductive

as well as unsuitable for their habitation after getting
access to these hills, These expeditions were mostly
militant in character as in mahy cases, the villages were
burnt to ashes, including their food whem Failed to get
the‘offenders vet, it was always claimed that the British

government followed the poliéy.of peaceful conciliation,
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The non-interference policy (1851-1865) adopted
following the failure to subdue the Nagas by those
military expeﬁitions.as mentioned above, too, did
not prove fruitful, Thnugh_the British officers justi=
fied the adoption of such policy on the ground that
the tribes managed better when left to themselves, we
cannot deny that it was oniy a pretext, In fact, it
is very c;eat from.ﬁhe GbéernérvGenerai‘s:ﬁiﬂute that
_there wére»impoftant reasons such as, the economic
- unproductivity of ,thg hills, second, to preserve their
militaxy:prestigertwhich was just regained over the
defeat of the Nagas), third, to give the impression
that they were not after territorial expansion imdicating
that they were after all cutside the British territory.
. Yet, we know such pretéxts or, claims were overlooked
or bypassed when the Crown assumed the administrative
contxol over India and had even proclaimed its non-
territorial expangionist policy towards the Indian
States that the hill tribes of north eastern region
including the Nagas were annexed within the decade,

It was so done, according to them, on the humanitarian
gxﬁunﬂ because the Nagas insieéd of stopping their
‘raids, continued and in fact increased themr number
amounting to 22 within a few vears causing a‘loss of

lives, This was taken as a leglitimate pretext to annex
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‘their hills by creating *Naga Hills District‘' for the
first time in 1866, with this, commenced the explora-
tion of the unknown hills and their gradual annexation
into the British India, The shifting of the head-

' quarters from plains (Samaguting) to the more acces-

" sible srea, the ‘angamis (Kohima) rendered the adoption
" ‘of the forward policy en é;arly task in subjugating them
but they faced a strong resistance from them in the

" 'following year of the transfer of the headquarters,

'davemment_ was very cautious regarding

nistration of the Naga areas and did not there-
" fore bring sudden a;‘xi_'gr?eat'changes. in other ’words’. |
“the :Supremé cabvéi:mnent was reluctant to 'assume full
political control over the hillmen at the same time,
unwilling to leave them completely indeperdent. It was
f.or thég‘e' reasons that the Naga hills ‘were_ incorporated
into their ﬁekritory little by little without disturbe
ing their customary political sthtﬁéé;' The Nagas,i,
' on the other hand, became an easy pré}i’;’for the more power-
' f£ul government amd finally bowed before its feet.

It is true that the administration they introduced
‘in the hill areéas was based upon the traditional customs
and noims, Evéry power seemeéd to be entrusted in the

village or local authorities., The power to decide over
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the civil and criminal ca re entrusted in the
above mentioned bodies but the fin ion always
was reserved for the Political aAgent or the Chief

Commissioner of Assam, t"rhey no longer enjoyed full
aume power over their own vile
lages, as was in the past:) They had become only
instruments of the alien power to rule their country,
In other words,their political independence had dis-
appeared from the scene and they had become the mé:e
tools between their people and the foreigners, The
system of receiving delegates from every important
communities, who acted as messengers or interpreters
proved a tremendous advantage for the British., The
government in turn recognised their posts and gave .
them special red cloth, which is still in practice
today, |
‘ These agents though functioning in s.ome respects
similar to those of magistrates .flor pettier bureau-
crats in the plains, are different in character, in
the sense that they are drawn from the tribes and the
area‘ which they serve and are essentiélly intermedia~
ries between the tribes and the D.isﬁrict officer or
the sub-divisional officer. Among the Garos the

‘Laskars' who are elected by the hereditary nokmas of
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each village, the dollais for the 8yntfngs, elected

by certain clans, ‘Sardars' among the Khasis and
‘Dobashis® among the Nagas who are proposed by the
people do similar function of magestérial and tax-
collecting, aAmong the lushails, such system was unneceg-
sary as the system of chiefs could serve the purpose,
In the Manipur _hills, *lambus' perform the same
function, It was through .this system that the tribes
- were aiministered indirectly. |

The Inner Line Regulation was one of the i:‘:reventiée
meagures they adopted to maintain peace and order 1n
the frontiers. Though this isolationist policy of the
government as well as placing }::hem‘utﬂer unadministered
or Parﬁially Bxcluded areas, have been criticised by
'mény as if it wanted to keep the tribes as “museum
piecé‘!;, we must recoghnise that | the British preserved
the tribal 1dentity though we cannot overlook the negative
effect on t:heir backwardness through this well-intended
poli;:y.

As a part of their conciliatory p,olicy’ towards these
hill tribes énd to avoid or prevent the infiltration of
the plains culture through religion, the Christian mis-
sionaries were invited,t. In the first place, such neces-

sity arose when the turbulent hill tribes comt:t.edi* more
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~ and more raids upon the British territory. To obviate
such activities, the British resorted to two remedial
courses - the introduction of Christianity amd to raise
and 'strengthe‘n the frontiex police., Naga land was con-
sidered a fertile soil because it was thoroughly pri-
mitive and independent of religlous profession, It

was a positive remedy to subdue the iiagaa in the sense
that the tribes were to be taught not only of religious
theory, but to educate them by establishing schools and
above all through their practical way of uplifting their
backwardness, ’ ‘!moug'tg their (thé British) attitude to-
wards the mis-siénaties seemed to. have changed, they

-8till cherighed the self-sacrificing activities, Had

not the government invited the missionaries at such

early stage, 'pe_xhaps it might be difficult for the officers
to do the work of social and réligious services to ﬁhe
people. It is surprising, as in the case of other

tribes, how the missionaries dared to criticise openly

the simple practices of the tribes which were valued

more than anything else in the world, To }crit.ic‘ise

and weaken the social customs of any community or tribe
only enhanced the hatred for the aliens and this actually
happengd among the Nagas, However, they were not permitted -
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to work among the most turbulent and wariike Angamisg
becaixse the latter needed a stréng military vfofée to
subdue them, so in the case of the Az"xgani‘s,ﬁ, it was
only at the point of a gun ana noi: witfh a ¢ross on
one side that brought‘:j them to subjugation, | in the
- meantime strong military posts were established in the
non-politically controlled frontiers while the wfo'rward
step was' téking place in the angami, Iotha and other
Naga inhabited areas, |

'nackenzilew had -reviewed the frontier policy of the
govermnént» towards the#e 'hill tribes as "one of fair
and equitable dealing“.4, He went on to point out that
there had been no trace of a policy of 'extermination
and repression' .5 Conciliation was the main duizy of
the frontier officers, YConciliate these aavngcsif you
can, Be persistent in demanding -aurrender of murderers,
but endeavour 80 to approach the tribes, that a basis
may be opened' for fx:iendl’y intercourse in the future. w6
Though their main task beexned to be a positive approach
towéxﬂs the Nagas, ‘Eh-e very fact that the military
forces were sent to enact the surrexﬁer of the marauders

and suppress their raids shows that thelr policy was

4. Mackenzie: A., Op.cit., p. 53,
5, Ibdd, |
60 Ibid., p. 369o
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to exterminate their activities. This is justified

for they created tension, apprehension not only in

the frontiers but also amoﬁg themgelves. Life became

a big problem for all and thanks to the intervention

‘of the British that the tribes stopped thelr outrages.
The head-~hunting which was the basic cause for tribal
feuds began to be disused little by 1it£le and to-day
its préctice is completely given up, It was the policy
needed at that time to use force if possible to era-
dicate such practice, The policy of exacting the
surrerder of the offenders was to show that they would
not tolerate their activities as well as to impress
their mighty power over them, though it initiated an

| aggressive spirit. oOn the other hém, thepéYmem: 6£
annual allowances to the abors was to initiate a spirit
of conciliation, This *‘;éj(sterh was successful in the Vca.se
of the ‘Rajuahal Hills, who had previously been the |
terror of the surrounding country whom successive
military expeditions had failed to subdue, 'but, who,
under the operation of annual payment conditional on good
conduct; have remained perfectly Quiet”fand peaceful ever
since, o7 whatever their adoptién of policies the govern- o
ment was‘inmelj:ed to secure peace on the frontiers in

:o_xﬂer to continue its economic exploitation in the pla‘lirl"s'.‘ |

703 Mo' 9.54. |
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- The tribes of the north eastern India were backward
economically because of the British policy of plécing
- them under Excluded or Partially Bxcluded Areas, But
one cannot overlook the positive result, that is the
 tribes today do not develop unwanted elements through
outside ¢ufture, Under Chapter X of the Assam Land and
Revenue Reguiation; 1886, ﬁ&ﬁbal Belts and Blocks were
.constituted for the preservation of the tribeg. Frohtier-
‘Tracts Regulations were introduced for the tribal areas
of the north east region from time to time by the early
-administrators knowing-ﬁully/well the special circum-
stances which demand special laws for the better admi-
nistration of the tribes,
Keeping in view the above mentioned 1ntroduction
of administration of the tribes, one cannot but wonder
at the distribution of these hillmen especially the Mizos
and the Nagas to different sStates of the Indian Union and
a foreign country - Burma, Were the British conscious of
'sqch;diyision?f&es. iIn fact, theixﬁpolicy was to.divide,
‘and,Suppress the tribes for the raids committed by them,

. It is not a,surprise. for, their vested interests were

. not in-bringing political unity in the colonies, but to

. exploit their economy without introducing much progress.
,so, the origin of the search for idemtity or the Ngga
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‘problem of today, can be traced back to colonial rule,
In other words, the British government cdnsciously or
ﬁnconsciously created the problem for Indi a, today.

2
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