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PREFACE

The riss and fall of the Suslis Majlis-s-Bushawarat was equally
spsctacular. The organisation came into the picturs as & vital political
platform for Indisn Buslims in 1964, resched its highsst momentua during
the 4th. General Elsction, and saw its virtusl fall subseguently after
that. OWviously, this short but spsctacular car@er of the orgsnisatian
is intsreating both for academic purposss and political undsrstanding.

The present study is, therefore, concernsd uith en analysis of
A.1.m.B. {AXL -Indit- Suslim ﬁjiis-mmnut) as a aanifestation of
cnnmnu#l Suslim politice in Indis. The study is divided into five
cmuu, The firet snd the Introduction traces the dsvelopmont of
Susiis politics before partition snd the situation imposed upon the
comsunity snd its politics by the fact of Indspendencs. | The mua& .
chapter sutlines the birth, orgsnissticnal set up, and Ideolpﬂ?:’of tha
organisation concernad., In third and fourth chapters special .c\;ttanti:m
has been given to its spproach towards communalise, Sts involvesent in
Aligerh Issus end its style of participation in the 4th. General Election,
particularly bscauss of its claim of #tmg s non Politicel Organisation,

This study is based largely on sscondary nmtcai Qad party
docunents. However, a few intervieus with the sctivists of ths
crgmh?ttm wera also undertaken to supplement the date. Grateful thanks
ars due to them for ani-ntng} to shars their information with ms., Ths
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study has bmiﬂtm frm a yaar's tesching mg:ma in tm Cantre
tut the study of na:uuau msmt, aaum: tal Nehrzu University
snd interactions eith its Peculty., 1 sm spscially grateful to |
Dr. Reshsodeuddin Khen, sy tsssarch mpuvimt for his opinion, halp,
and guidance in the preparstion of this dissertation. Thanks are also
dus to Or. Intiaz ahmed who has devoted a lot of tias and snergies,
Housver, the deficiencies and tﬁlﬂ;_ﬁiﬁ ars ains,

/[,@Al &=

Atmad.
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If one singls svent that has largoly determinad the Nusiim
comaunity’s Tesponsss and reflexes and in fres India is to be
s.muné. it s mm the movoment for Pakisten resulting in
the partition of the subcontinent, Ths movenent was by and large
the result of certain sisconCoived notions and short :f&lpanﬂcd
caloulations of the dominsnt Susiis loadership, particularly that of
the erstahile All India Suslim Leagus prasided over by Sohesssd AL
Jinnah, |

The movement for Pakistan sas bassd upon the ssawmption that
fuslims wore a ssparats nation by all cannons of dl.ﬂmgnlahmg 3
mua?is They parsuadsd thomasslves inta.bblining that Islam
recogniaed no distinction betwsen religlon and Politics. Such
assunption lod to the fnevitebie conclusion that Hindus and Susliss
wers tuc saparate nations; having vary nttii in common in ths apherss
- of sosial, politicsl and sconomic aspects of lifs. This notion sas
strangthansd by a misappishemsion shout the very roie and chau#tn‘
of Indien National Congrsssy the major moveacht for mationsl
Indepsndence. The vocal section of Buslis leadership ‘‘thoughtthet the
Congress was working merely for the ptohcnon and ptamuaﬁ of Rindu
muﬂﬁ. gihila 1t is trus that some communsl slements had alvays
besn stteched with the Congress, and that they wsrs more ekin to Hindu
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chauviniss, but that was in & sengs & consaquence of the All Indis
nuturs of the orgainsstion. Tho Congress slweys represented the
shols of Indie and therefors sll sspscts of nationsl charactss sere
aflected in 1%,  To assume that It reprassnted sersly the consoe
lidetion of Hindus would be & grisvous aaxss srror of judgasnt.
This was the sajor fallscy of ths Buslis Lesgus lendership. The
ssxs aistaks 4s sccasionaly mepsatsd by certain sections of the

the Pakistsn movenent becams effsctive lergsly bwcauss of the
fact that the intsrsst of the doainant elsments in the Suslim Leagus
mas nok in tune aith the ssai socislistic and progressive policies
and wars largsly sbesrunatiet in thair maz!mk? They, therefore,
orgenissd thair gen ssparate sovesent and mm for » polity shwrein
their ssparets intsrests sould be mdsqusisly safeguarded. The hearte
lands of this Nusiiy lendezship wers the Indo-Gagnatic plsins snd the:
Hinds landlord controlled arsss of Last Sengsl.

On the basis of thels particuler- intsrests end fllusory
calculations the Indian subcontinent was divided into thrss geographicsl
and tws politicsl units in 1947, How unnatursl this division wes csn
bs judged fron the fect thet uithin a short spell of tusnty-five years
Pakistan sitnessnd its breskup into ten pieces. 1% can now bs asssrisd
$ithout Pear of contradiction that far froe doing sny zesl good to tha

fusliic comaunity, partition has only sddad to thelir prabimi?
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Sut shils the conssquences of partition wers inimical to the
entirs community the greatsst suffsrsrs hava been those Indisn
Susifas cho, instssd of migrating to their draamlend *PAKISTAR'
decided to stay on here asmidst the mndut. in 's:m-;“- Indiw, g
Undoubtadly, Lt 'was the most horrible situstion shich the Susiime
fecod after the 1857 debacle. It is slso an irony of histary that
those very psople who wers in tha forafront of the Pekister sovaxsnts
the Suslims of Bihar and U.P. now stayed back in Indie. Thus in
ths sords of Sr. W.C. Saith, in tho nane of Ruslis consolidstion,
the chole cossunity was divided into tws (and now into thres) ssparate
partsd

' To say that ths crsation ‘cf Pakistan hae proved futile for the
Zuslims of the sub continent, is to imply that ail thoss foars ond
suspicions which wore at tho root of the mmmt m still hanging
over the heads of Indian Musiims in fres lndia., The qtm that
syantunlly formed the mesiniend of Pakistan sers pradominantly Suslim
arses and there was hardly aeny occasion or justification for theix
feur of Hindu dominance, or any threat to the so called ssparste
Suslin culturs and valuss in those arsas. Smh fsars and apprshansions
. when the creation of Pakisten did coms sbout sll such aress wers left
in Indis, The psychological affsnt of baing 1sfi in the aldst of .v
fitndu majority apsrt, the insvitableu result of partition sas that
Indisn fuslisns who had alraady lsgged behind their Mindu countsrparts
in aocdarn mtim and asconoeic pragress furthor lost the ground,
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tthils the relatively affluent and prosperous elessnts of ths comnunity
particulerly fros the g-%pt&e plains migrated %o Pakistan, | thoss who
staysd bsck in Indis weze the nﬁwi end middle cim paaph. They
-nutumx.iy wars fososd to feol shy of their put commitasnt mﬂ vere
uncertain about their future. Some of tham even pqraiatnd in their
sxotional attachment with the ides of Pakisten. This situation was
fraqusntly exploited by the Hindus resctionaries. The result sas that
on thu ons hand, tha Busiims wsee put to & dissdvantege in satters of
'sducational snd technklogical psrsuits in fzee Indim, on the other hend
thsy purpstually suffersd from a fear complex lest thoy bs branded as
Pro-Pokisteni. | |
B '*I-t can sasily bs said that even after tsenty-five ysars of
Iﬂﬁnpendmct & large nuaber of Muslims in this country heve not relievad
thensclyss of the false Tesrs arcused by the 5&1:&:&1%1@. Suslin leadere
ship, that thoir religion and culturs wnuld'bn‘_trvupim in fres Indis
dominated by the Hindu mejority., This fesr complex manifested itsalf
in the most unmistokeble terame during ths rscent agitation agsinst
Aligarh Suslim University (Amsndment) 8ill. The sems typs of faars
boiled up whan the Congress went ahsed uith its prograsmme of Zaminderi
Abolition in U.P, and Bihar soon after Indepsndence. Thess, it may be
rocalled, are the arcas, where the Pekistan movement had becass most
popular preulousiy, and lutir on Busliis Majlis-e-Mushawarat (1964) also
got grest populerity. The Zsmindari Abelition act not anly hurt the
sconomic privileges of certain sections of the society but a,}.fsg atreng-

thened their spprehensions of Hindus design as against thn‘?
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- Aottty peychologicul criste sith shich consicderabls ssction of
the Busiia cosmunity in Indis is confronted, is their ssotionsl attache
ant to 1slam. After Indspendence, sfforts werc asds h glvs the
ssculsr uxttam orientation to the Indian sucietys Seculeriee end
ssoiniise enre designed to sstve as the teo main plilers of tndlen
Dosccracy. Regardless of shothsr of not Indis is succsssful in her
sttampt to creats & cowmon netionsl sutlook, this was & rsal source
Sanaia ehile henriadly mmm:smtwtomt tmum
gonecapt of & Ruslin nationsilise. m:crm nost of thum refussd to
acknosladoe the sstulay utmnmu in thair common iife. ThHis is
slearly reveslsd by thair uttisude Sosards sociel lsgistation snd
reforms. '

34‘ one thinks that Islam fe 40 itssif & coaplste ﬁltﬁ. ttth ks
omn code of conduct, um sspiletions, administrative principle and
leoal &nsﬁmm which nre mmt angd can ohly be formulataed,
intespratod end chorged by the schoimrs of Shariah (Uimsas)®, the -
situstion baconss more complox sad compliceted.s Thus in feeo Indie
the Susliss ere confronted with s situstion fn which the les fs fraasd
by = mfuﬂ! Institution, pradominated by aon mni isgielators.
Even the fsw Ruslics that are aste to pnﬁczptu in Las-anking m
sither sholly ignorant of, of not Fully squipped with the momcg-
of islamic m-m and Qursnic interpretations. 10 overcoms this
situntion, & large section of the Dusiis comsunity is liwﬁmg oty
retaining the Suslia Personal Law, This wouid isply that no aaneasds
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lew has a right to interferse in the affairs special to the Suslim
community. thia particular attitude thawarts the intsntions of the
constitution makers, who had set bofore themsslves the gosl of giving,
'Sn dus courss of time, a uniform eivil code to the various ssctions
of the society in tho country. a:::iag=a Paw enlightendd individuals,
almost the entire Susiia leadership consider tha‘paasag; of wniform
Civil Cods as a life and death issus for the community:® To them
any‘changt in the Personal Law amounts to aidiract iqtartﬁ:anca in their
aniigicn. It &:Apzaﬂabiv-?ar zhin reasant that tho issue was hardly ever
glossod over 4n all ths mestings of the all inﬁiﬁ Buslio Mejlinet-
Sushaozarat,

in contrast to this ehséiqnatiat sapptoach, some of ths progtensive
' muslims tried, scon after Independence, to adjust themsolves under the
beliofr that, like others, tha ﬂnsi£ma'§£e also an integral part of the
unificd Indien community liwving under the sans typs of arrangsment as
the one eontared intc by the Holy Prophst with the & Jsws of his time,
This srrangament is a sort of social contract to ensiurs the sscurity
of vach cnnmunltyz1 The most wocal sxponent of the theory was Maulana
Azad, aided end supported by the Jemisteul-Ulama; a ssmi-religlo-political
pressure group of Indien lna;iniiz The Jemisdul-uiama, contrary, to
the genoral body of Muslims had worked for Hindu Busiim Unity and supported
the Congruss 8uring its struggle for Indapendence. The late Or. Zekir
' Huoain, who bscame tha third President of India, while reprascnting
the ocme idesa, had remarked that in their entire histaory, Buslims had
sithor been sulers or tha_zulad but now in Pree India, they ars the

coarulsrs!S
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Thus, it can be concluded that the trend of Muslim politics in
India ia largely the result of their past mistakes and present somplexi-
ties, Tha} are thus 1iving under a constant fear of tho Hindu majority
on one hand, end on other hand thuiz vofce ie largely lost in the din
of numsrical Hindu superiority ~ s sftuation almost ineviteble in a
dsaegfa373* flonce the.iusxiw Isadeésﬁip is aluays seon struggling for
the retention of their Indap-ndbnt identity, Uhile the history of their
domﬁfali.in‘Spain, Greece and France constently reminde them of the fact
.of their Liquidation os a powor, the docnfall of Jelnism and Budhism
alet encourages tham to think that the “ultismeto oim of Mindufism Lo
‘nuthing‘s%art of exodus of Ielan from tha & aﬁh-cuntinentzs

Sssides, sn unsnding chalin of anti ﬂaaiim riats, the athat obvious
factep, reaponsible for tholr mzsapprehzssinaa Ls tha,greaaaca and ok
strength of Hindu Chauviniea, vhich often puls on the gardb of Hindu
astisnalisne The concept wns basically stavted with the 2voved purposs
cf r&eiuinQ aindu religion and evolution of [ndian Nationelism, but
sltimately fou nﬁ exprossian in the fore of goms militant, senl
militant ond stretsgically anti«fuslie movenants. In this contoxt
ens czn recall the activitios of the Shudhi Sangathan, ths Hindu
‘mahasabhe, snd the R.5.8. Their ontire ideslogy fs based wpon the
myth of Hindy Netfcnalisn and the clogan of HindieHindu~Hindusten.

-?hey elueys dpoam for sn Akhand Sharat. Actording to then NMuslias
are to be treated eithor as Invadors or Aliens, rather th#u citizens
of this country and sons of the sailﬁ eices Gﬁ?ﬁ aulwalkar,
enother vocal sxponent uf this 1deulagy is fire Balrej Radhok -« who

alweys keeps ssroonising to the fMfuslims te Indiecnize themselves.



. As far as the complexity of their situation is concerned, they
are the manbers of s large world religious community as well as the
g::.;,tgen of sacular Indian polity. Both these acpécta are squally
a;miﬂcant‘ to them. Ffor instance, as far as their links with the
fiusiims outaide this countrey sre concerned, they are the follavers
 of a falth shose adharents inhabit the entire globs but at ths same
 tine in their custons and treditions thay ere difforent fron other
Buslinm groups sxcspt psrhaps in Pakistan and Sangls Desh. This means

that they cannot bo enything alse oxoept being the Indian luaumu
Hovevar not withstending theis divargent linguistic, sconomic and

. Tegional complexions, their spokesmen have continicusly tried to project
themscluss es @ single political sntity. Since Independsncs, their so
called icadarship has tried not to lot this fosling of & united minority
dininish from thoir haarts. It has always injucted the fesrs of
threats to theic world seputed institutions liks Aligath Muslim
Unfversity, Oszul Uloon Dsohands Naduai-ul-llooma, Lucknow, Usmenia
Univessity, Hyderabad, Darul BuBhnefin Azemgarh and Jamie Millis Ielemia
of Neu Dslhi. The sxiktance of thsse institutions was condider threa-
tonsd in s Hindu domineted India. Céntrary to thess fears, howsvar,
theas institutions are flourishing in frae Indis and paradaxicelly

havs baen proved ss the cradle m am of the best brains among ths
Indian Guslims. The Muslins in fres India are thus confronted with a
complex simumza They are & mxnt:inal ainority but still constitulle
the sscond largest ﬁa,jeﬁty of sixty millfons. Again, their rich

legacy of past cchiovements and distinkfive features of religion are

" enaugh %o give thoz a aenee of suporiority, but the thraat of Hindu
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dominance arouses their aorst suspicions. This contradictry porspective
hes besn a sajor barrior in adjustasnt to the contemporary Indian Policy.
At the eve of Independence tuo divergent political trends usre
preassnt sacngst the Indian Muslims, as revealed by the character of
[ their uaﬂaub:p'. - On the one hand, the:e‘ was a group of Rationalist
| Huslims led by tho Jamist-ul-tlema. The members of this group had supported
the Congress throughout the ﬁaiim&lht aovement and their past political
ozrientations naturally affordesd them a plsce in the future. Ths Jumial,
though religious in charactar, had very little roots among the nasses,
housver its tatal sffilistion sith the Congress mado them suspect in
ths syes of the Buslins. The other group consisted of those Ruslims
who had their sarlier sssociations with the Muslis League. Incidentally,
they ware socially iibeiai and sducationaly modern men, but due to their
past political activities, thsy had no alternatives except to rast in
silance at least for some tine to come. Many of them changed over to
Congress overnight. |
Thus, shen Buslims svakened in New India, they were moving in a
politicel vae;m\fs, The vacyuwm was largely filled up by the othesr brand
of lesader's rspresented by ths Jansat-e~lslami; an otgmiut;m far
mors cm&ntiw sven than ths Jﬁsth—ulaﬂluu. A_uhough_w Jamast
had startad functioning bafore partition, it had failed to stesl the
hearts of ths Muslims on account of its ideloligical oppusition to the
slogans of Muslin Netionalish and creation of Pakistan, for which
fSuslims falt an smotional attachmsnt. The Jamsat continued its
activitios even after ths daparture of its parent organisation and the
chief ideologus; Maulsna Meudoodi to Pakistan. Though the sacred duty
of Janest is to realiss s pursly Islamic state in the Uorld, in free
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. Indie, it contented itself with the planta&m and nourishament (aqinnt;
e=0in} of isism, As far as its area of spprosch is concsrned, it gained
auch populsirity in cosmppoliten arsss and among the half mmtid
ssction of the communitys especisily beceuse of its ideologicsl riche
ness of the péaguu and intellectual competence of ite laeadarahip,
Sungtéa—Xalmi believes that the conascepts of nationalism, ssculerism
and ﬁaﬂﬁm democracy have no place m_ true Islon.  They tharsfors opposae
~ the idea of Muslim participation in ssculsr democratic activities of

the country. This attitude which tried to kssp the Ruslins aloaf from

! pariiamsntary politics only resulted in Muslin exclusivism.

In ‘s democratic political system, a minority community like ths
:aaaiim: can participate in politics fthzongh one of the folloving thras
uy?soﬂ g _ |

1) To .Sm various political parties of mtionai character,

| keaping in vieu their approach toﬁaréa- the Buslim probleas,
2) A total silience with the Congrsss, or to cxi¢§ as an sffactive
. pressure group within the Organisation. _
© 3) Forastion of a separate ALl Indis Busliim Party-. or to evolve
& confederation of verious regional fiusiim parties.

The Azed convention(1947 had advised Muslims to follow the first
alternative. This uwas probably bacauss of “ihis disillustionment with
the Congtsss. There ars also some indicetions bhat ho ax was thinking
in terns of another ALl India Party, with Buslims Sn the forefront®’
He would obviously have besn the fittest psrson %o orgeniss such o
party, but he was so far advanced in his political journsy along with
the i:m'igﬁn that he found it absolutsly h@naﬂbﬁ to retracs his
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stops without loss of face end prestige. Therefore, the Muslins in
fres Indis opted for the sscond aliernative., They supportsd the
Congress enbloc untill 1962°° despite §f an unending chaih$ of comnunal
riots and lack of due aympathy from the party towards their grisvances.

such a pattsrn of politics, in vhich Ruslim concantrate ss one group
tmﬁ not but be branded as communsl, for the very simple reason that in
suth a paﬂ:ntﬁ religion continues to be the -nnt-' iaportent singls
fagtor. 1t was primarily this trend which did not allowg the grasing
vacuum in the Busiim leadership to bs filled. Coéitqmntly. the
conservative ainds had & éuy over the MIim comaunity. It also
allowsd thes to be taken for grentsd by the politiocal pa‘tu.t‘a ht general
and éungun in particular, fic ssricus é'fﬂarts wsre sver aads to
ranove the obatacles in the way of thair a'mhﬁnie} soctal and sducational
progress. Tha ontire Buslin politics continued to hings upon the
subjectilike the atatus of Aligarh Buslia University, Muslim Persanal
Law, mmmuai. riots and future of u}:&u' - -eﬁl{wrw occssionaly by the
uodulations in v:ndo-?ak relations. .

The period after 1952 has uitnessed s shift in Muslia politics %
tovards the third alternstive. On: the ons hand, several Muslim
~ Urganisations on regional leval have comg up in different states, on ~
the other hand thers has emerged an svowadly non-political, All India
grgsnisation, namely ths All India Muaslim Majlis-s-Nushawarat, Apart
Gram Kashmir, shers the problems of Ruslims are somswhat diffarent
- from the rzest of the country, there has boen a general swing touards
separate regicnal Organisations. A number of such Organiseations as
the Majlis~e-Ittihadul Buslimin snd Tamsor-s-Millat in Hyderabed, All
India Muslim Laague in XKerala aﬁd Buslim Majlis in Northaern Indis have
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gained sufficient grannen in thoiz rospoct&u- t&gianl. aisid-a, th-
lusnu i.nagm has alap come cut of ita shaxtomd mst and started to
invade the ﬁorth, 1ts past heartland.

The idea hibind this courss nf nct&on xs to ragard. all Suslim
intezest all aver the count:y as\aimilatvand»thetafaza to azgnniua
thli‘iﬁ ths name cr.auilin brothethaad. As'ia-avidcnt ft¢a~aivaral )
ataﬁcnontt of tha many naater ainﬁ: of this old nt:atigys it roflects
largaly their d&s&&i«s&unmant with the cnngraat and their appr-hsnslann
abunt the futurnt 23_‘ it alsﬁ nagataa.tha policy thet was onca raaponsie
bla for puttlng all the nuaxim egga in the cnngraas hanknt. The )
p:naunt study is concerned sith the snalysis of the rise, dnvalupmont
and fasll of oni ﬂtganisaiiaéu& expression of such tsn&sncy; nemely, |

the All Indis fuslio Najlis-s-fushawerat,

. 80800
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said Mr. Jinnsh, in his yresi&mtiai address delivem& at Iahore
Sepgion of A.X.M.Le
Dr+ Rajender Prasads: Hindustsn Ka Mootagbil {ﬁr&u), PP (30«49)
For dateﬁ.s see, the Meaning of Pakistan, by Durrani, F.K. and
"Pakistan a Hation® by Alhsmpa. -
Busain, A: The Doshify of Indian mm, 101,
Tariq Al : Hildtary Bole or Political Power in Pakistan PP (26-2‘7)
Azad A.K« 3 Indian Wing Freedom. pps (206~207) |
Smith ¥W.C.: Islam in Fodern Historye. p«256
See the Editorial of Aljamiat, Delhi ¢ 2nd Auguet 1965,

Hage Indian Secularism been a successful experiment 7 Scholarly

opinion wvaries upon this issue. On the one end of the
getile 18 D.E. Smith's highly optinistic study, and on
the other end is the gloonmy assessment of selig 8.
Harrison. Por details see thelr respective worksy i.e.
India as a Seculsr State (Preinceton t 1963) Pr.40,50%
and *Troubled India and Her Neighbours, Foreign Affairs
{N.York : January 1965) Vol. 43, Hoe. 11 1 DP.J317-318

Snmith D.E.3 Opeit, PPe (M}

10. The only issue upon which the whols conservative FMuslim leadership

14,

is unenimous. It 48 also evident from the readhing of
the various organs like DAVAT, ZINDAGI and@ RADIANCE of
Jomnateo-Islami, the Aljamiat of Jsmiatenl~Ulama and
the several other Urdu papers, 1ike Rehnumal Deccan
from Hydoerabad, ¥asheman from Bangalore and Ghamkhwar
from Pataa that they regard Fuslim Personal law, as
Sacrosant, mmalterabls and beyond '!she state jJjurisdic-
tion.

Ehan,Rasheed Uddin ¢ The development of Muslim National conscious=
ness in India, a paper, presented in the
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‘Seminar on Communal problen in Imﬂa., ¥arch 24/26,
. o 297‘ ¢ PDe the '
12. Ibids p. 15, and also see the presidentisl address read out in 23rd.
| ‘ Session of Jamiat-ul~Ulana, held in Hay, 1972
13. Ehan, Rasheed I}éain: Problems and prospects of Muslim Modernization ‘
in Indin, Seminer, ﬁeaw—sa,zﬁ 28
14+ Srith VeCs: Opeits 1’&2?5:
15. Ehan, Bagheed Uddin : ”ﬁﬁ&emimtian‘, 6pcit, P;?O
16+ Golwalker, Bunch of Thought, PP (127-128) : .
17+ 4 Politically the situation of Indian Muslime is unique, O0Ff
- - there four major commmities (but now as five; Turkey,
Iran, Pekigtan, Indonesia and newly borned Bangla Dech)
.have the form of Independent Fations States in the modern.
Yestern sence. The Indians and the Arabs-are the excep~
‘tioms, though each in a distinet way. The Arasbs, unlike
‘the Indians, though sslf consciously bend together by
language snd enlture, are politically disunited. The
- Ipdinn Musline some what diverse in langusge somewhat
integrated in culture, and h&ghly self conscious, are of
course citizens of one Sta‘i;e. {U+Cs Smith, opeit) pp.
(262263 ) ‘ | -

18+ Smith 3 Opeit, D263,

19. Mals.k-a ¢t "Islamic Political Parties,“ Iaiam in Iéiu&ern Age,
May 725 P49 ' -

20« Gopal EKrishns : Muslim politics, Semmm ¥ay 1972., P.19
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In epite of ths fact that a larzge bulk of the Guslia slectorate

continued to give thelir support to the Congrsss till the third General
, i‘:hcticén“iﬁsaz, yot & vocal ssgtion of Ruslims leadership had started
to feel dissstisfied with the Congress since ths sarly days of sixtiss,
‘The first dizect sxpression of their disillusionment, which oze to grow

. leter, was the holding of the first ALl Indis Muslim!s Political

Convention of 1961, Theto sas a genorel fesling thare that tho
Cangress had failed to do any thing pooitive fur the good of the
mm"miﬁyt Tha mwﬂ;m_ was called by porsons of sminence
ke the late Neulwna Hifzur Rohean end Or. Syed Mehmood. Sources>
oloss to the late Maulena Hifzur Rahman have dischosed that the
Ssulona originally wanted to have sn ALL Buslim partise conference,
sncluding the Jamant-e~Isleni and Musiim Lesgue. A considerable
ssction of the Musiim leadership who vers very enthusiastic for such
a'iccung had an ays upon the coming Ganeral Elections, and were
interastad in utilising this situation in opder to wesn away the
Busiims from the Congeess. But their hopes uers largely frustrated
becauss of Nshru's tough resistence for such a gntmrinc?

Tha conventlon was called without sn invitation. to, or the
prasence of ths Buslim Leagus and 3&::%&—&:1&&. gven m the
Janaat-s-Islani continued te give its aupport to such a move and
nade silent prayers for the success of the ccnwenﬁimf Tho mmtlen'

listed & large nusber of grisvancas against tha Congroas. Qealdas the
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vizus of communalisn the é&hn‘: problems that disturbed the amind of
Busiin community, wers thelr ;imdﬁqm".'o proportion in services,
mieroscopic Héﬁmtﬁuun in legislative bodies, dsnisl of proper
ttatx_sa. to Urdy sven in its homelend, fears of abolishing the
: n;nnﬁty character of the Aligerh Suslin University end a thrsat %o
~ the maintenance of Buslim Perssnel Law, -
| As will be discussed in ths onsuing pages, some of the claias
were no doubt Justified but atﬁ:m wars quits illusory and artificial,
wnd the result of the conservatisa of the Buslin lsadership, The fact,
howsvor, remsins that the Congress did nothing, or very little, %o
n&hy the fears or redress the grisvances of the cosmunity, Any
talk of amm- intsvest wes dubbed as communsl, not only by Hindy
fanatics, but ales by the so called liberal snd sscular congressitss.
@ost of them often forgot the fact, that Muslim of being & minority,
who had puled the countzy for more than ons thousand years, sould
. naturally be suspicious and Vgppuhmsiﬁu of the intentions of the
n}nﬁtp; . o : . |
This suspision found an sxprassion in the esteblishment of All
Indis mlm s jlis~e-Nushewarat. Its birth reflected m sort of
coapromise betwsen their esriier emumz to the Congress and the
dilitt for o n,pantﬁ Nusiis Orgonisstion as it devsloped &n ksrals
in ths form of Buslia Liugmc for sone, it vas n pu‘ném group of
Indisn Muslims, But the satter -&:-nat a0 aimple, particulasly
tecauss of tho lack of unsnimity over the pressnce of pressure Groups
In Indien pnlit&cg. ghether such gr@a sxut or tot, in & astter
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for moadsmic debats. It is s fact, howsver, that pressufs groups sre

© ysk to da effsctive in Indion pelitite, in the senmer dn which Shoy

| Gopazats An ihe ihisi‘m‘:&a Hence She Qushesoret ie not B GRBESUFS GROUP,
doseuee £§ it neltier & homogenioue gEOUR, NGE doss 4t have on '
laprassive force bebing it On the oontesry verlove hatpogenfue
siestnts csre yokad Gogethor For ;wggm epediency. It ie bettar
to csil the Gushiwesct & loose Sype of cunfocarotion of hetsoprnicue
eionsnis wnongel the Bueiivs, of & king of fenflusnee of diffenent
pekitioal attitucen, in whivh Shere fs liediy saything in comeon,
sxcuph the deoan of Muslic m% 1% ia e}»if?ﬁaa‘}% e am{; 53 mttitude
sy @ wholu withaub broaking 4% inte ite Smehikton annetikinat pati.
200 gutng lato Ehe frmor eonfiliods caongas Y.

. 'PK‘L(LSQO Qc
Apaes feom i%o plegs in palilical ok

Fasanidhy, the Mushawsret
pipharal Intorgats oF tha Nualis comaunity, shich
had aluays boen prssent n sho minds of tha Jeadorshin. As ono of thex
tald me 4 tho Gourap of s conversation, olthough Aualims of diffsrent
rapiong und fron wmm sbroie a? the asciaty hawa soas ocoasional
tauparal slashas s dntarsal their way very sxistance as Susiims, their
'btnw? in ona God, one aran an# f2llawing of aks ono Prophst uitsetely

artiswlated sdas o

gluss than 2 zense =7 a highly wificed, homogonious mnsﬁtn)*; It was
this apnroanh mt woe éesmiim@ f2v guarcuming of petty cifferpaces
gaﬁ widding o Busline 3 o single slizteform. _

A3 na geas $hrough all the Liteenturs snd dalebraticns of bhs
satublishzent of the Muchzecest, he findSkhat tho msin fsctor sxseoising
the ainde of thw lagiurehip woo dleunity ssonp the comaunity and & desire
%c bring RM& sn ellreund urity % nll mtstaf In fack, tholr call
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for the unity of the Busliss sysholissd & long charished deaiee S0 yuscue
Islon fzom the supposed threst to its saistense snd Antagrity in seculas
Inddan politics ohich were daminetad by thw ssjosity coemunity.

The fruvitable zesult of such en sttituds would havs been nathing |
short of & Sotsl coasalidation &n the form of & espagsts mm politiced
- Grganfsstion. A siullsr politicsl exporiesnt can besn ssen in Kerels
4 thy fors of the ALL Indis Buslio Leapue?  Their efforts sere hosever

lazgaly frusteated hy the countor measures sdysiad by such forcas as

the Jsmistegle-ilisee and the Congroesite-feticnsiisis. They umly aggusd
that such & raplesntation could b counter ~productive in m'foﬁ of
Hindy consolidatian, A8 2 fanall, uhat they could schieve was © sort

of compromins in the nens of Susiie Ssjlisco«Sushavaret; » sort of
Bysiin consultotive sommittue Seprssanting o handful of Nusiis politicel,
nd amal polithcal partiss £eo, Sxiade jomicteuleUlows (one sing)

Muslin Lesgus, Jomastes-lolani and Khilefat Committes eto. Leter
Tanireo,Millet and Tttshoul Rulinin of fycecabed ant Bajiiess~usarateo
shardat foom Sihar end Ocsiess else joined theds fold,

™he Burhowarst, as sss natursl, svolved a policy of SMexies

" Canperntion for & aintaue progtenss of aotfon, An all satterts that were
the commnn concemn of the shois ctenunitys nre Z,8. Quraishi, perhape
siennd the point when he coatsgovissg it an w compssition of thres msjor
sspments of the Susiie Politioel procssiy  Gesicaliy the Nushawasst

ons the resuit of soue 1wame1 ftorte and tho desizas for having
& comecn strstsgy sgainst the aéu of comsurml riots, xmm&ﬁ sany
of thass individuele were ales iinked =ith env o the othar poltical
am&utim; In this context another reppensitils pereon told se in



in a»#zigats d&scnssxagvthnt Janiat-ul=tlems, as & body, was not wille
ing to cooperats with tho idsa of Bushawarat and Maulana Asad Radani,
General Secratary of ths Organisation, tack the initiative only in his
individual capucity. Hs was persuaded only gftaraaeuraﬁc-t usre givan
to him by Maulana abdul Lals, the then Chief of ths Jamast-s~Isiami,
and #r. . Issail the then President of the fuslim Leagus. 8Both of
khea:nxptiaaoﬂ their faith in the Indian constitution end ths concept
of ssculerisa ss enshrined in the Indien ayatﬁg? The late Or. Mahmood
became active mainly dus to the efforts end persuasasion of Baulana
flanzgor Nomani and the keen intersat taken by asn like Abul Hasun Ali
Radei and fMufti Atesqur Rnhuzg. Thess people ware successful in
pnrsuadiné Dr. Syed Mahmaod in sccepting the presidentship nf the Organi-
sation. His very presence end his past servicss 2s a staunch Congressite
were considersd snough to romove the suspicions about the charactsr of
thalarganiaatianlin the syss of Government, and to make an lapression
upon the public opinion. But actually it had YWery 1littls influance
becauss by that time Or. Mshmood himsel? had lost his close relations
ship with tha Congress uubsasllg. |

sevaral mestings 6f_th¢tt»puoplo ware held in Delhi, end th?g it
was finally decided to have an All India Consultative convention at
Lucknouws a place of historical importeance. 1t ia clear from the following
extracts Prom Radiance that they tried to give represéntstion to sll
socts and shades of HBuslia opinion except Communists, so-called
Nationalist and Ultra Seculsrists. |

®ItvWas trusly s tap!aauutativavgathsring of the Indian Huslinms,
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whuss lsadars of svary nhaﬁn‘of.opluian. sxcept ths communists cpuld
b§ sean rubbing shoulders with each other = All the sscte snd Shades
of ths community secasd to have detarsined to bury their intermal
dissentions, to show how thay can unite uhan the occesion demenis.

Buoth bafore an& during the convaention, ;any~nythz upra.tained
in the Guslim mind, As & result, soms sort of remahtif attituds was’
1npaaﬁﬁ'b§ the leadership and the precs as well. It had’i&wayé been
® Comuon pek phenomencn in the history of Buslim political movements.
As one goes through the'litatatur;*af thcsee day;, one finds nizat'af'
material in support of this hypothesis 3

1) The consultative mmsting of Buslim leaders - to be held at
Lucknow, nust go besyond mats_céuatliatiuns. It should caoncentrats
upon co<ordination, co-operation and consolidation. Thsy ahgulﬂ device
ways and meens to rescus them Prom @ further drift towards defsction
and dﬂmﬂ:ﬁlisatlagf

2) 1%t is the duty of all rsliginat.'saciat and political leaders
af the muaxii:.ta'ait aside thair persanal intersst, give right
guidante to the Muslims end prevent this suppressed community from being
thrown into the dark pit of destructiod!

3} 1t is time now to come to ﬁﬁa only conculuaion that whether
luaiini nrivte live in the loud criss of Jal Bajrang Bali ki - or not,
tho ever oppnci this convantién is a traitor not only to the fuslinms,
but %o the country as a wholzg |

"1t vas rugarded as the most urgent religious duty of every Indien
uuéiiaa to co-opsrates uwith thia.aanentina as long as it ssraid.gha

basic call of the Quran for mutual consultation among themselves, which
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‘was also the practice ofProphest and his Caliphs. The Radiancs editorfally
deciared that *The Consultative mesting currently taking place at Lucknow
18, in our opinion, not only an urgent nosd of the hour, but a religlous
duty = since fiuslims have buen specially ordained by the Quresn to decide
all their fssuss after consultation smong thamselves - differences
betwesn tham should not stend in the way of progrses, | They have to
show the world thet nusim. dnppits of all thair ,&L’ffumcn. have @
snough in common to unite thes, and to prove their claim that Uorld can
bring unity under the banner of Islem - foz iumiaa‘im t‘sj God? {Editorial
Radience 9th, August 1964) |

_ Inspite of the soft corner for Congress leadership in the heart
of Dr. Syed Rahmood; its president, many other eaéaknrs usually accused
the Congtess and Nationalist Musalaoans from its platefors. Ffor many
of them, it was a Goudesent opportunity to realise RNuslims politicsl ¢
conaolidation thtcﬁgh a cultural-cum-religious forum. In their
opinion, it was the oniy way to restors the lost position of fuslime
in India, 'mra was genersl conssnsus that the adviss which #Haulana
Azad gave to the Suslim community in 1947 was based upon his unrealdstic
speculation, According te them tius decision proved futile and actually
scattered the comnunity, and resulted in a vactum in the leadarship

which was conssquently followsd up by thes disunity of the fluslins,
for tham, the time had come, to tusn the tables to make ths destiny
of Indien #luslims, by making themsalves self sufficient and independent,
because the Guran clearly said that sven God helps thén- whe helps
mmming for most of the delgates, the convention was an attempt
to regain the lost dreams of Sir Syed and Igbal, which unfortunstely
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btm shattersd dus to the horribis mmgn of the mﬂt&m
sowenent. AS ons of the mester minds of the sovemsnt desclosad in the
courss of his intervisw, sany peupls ragarded the Eushowarat as s
devics %o 7111 the wscuum of Suslim leadsrship in Inasds

In this atmosshezs of political cus relglous bargainings & resolu-
tion (No.9) uae mm by this repressntative sesting of 82 Suslias
from "avery nook and corner of Indla and all shades of opintofil

' mmg to this ressalution 3 "This repressntative assting of Mim
of Indis mm to sonstitute a consultative coanitiss for the purposs
 of taplemsnting the resolutions passsd. st this masting and to teke
sultable messuzers on smergent problens after sutusl consultatiffe
It wes decided that this propossd committos would consist of 27 menbers,
nosinatsd by Ore Syed Sahwood, Sts prusident, after having consultstion
with fallostng nine foundarss
%o Buftl Atssqur Ratman {acting President of Jsmisteul-Ulans at
that tims and now the Prasident of All Indie Buslis 8ajiisws-
2. Ssulans Asad Mien Madni (Ganeral Secretsry of Jemist-uleilass).
3, Bre e Isanil, 8.7, {lute) ExePrasident of Ruslis Lesgue.
4« 8r. Ibeahie Sulaisan 38h (Gsneral Secratary of Ruslio &ttgut}
S, Nsulens Abul Lale (EeeChisf of Jasaat~s«lslami ot that tine)
S Qaulens Sohd. Wuslis (Editor of Daily Dawat, en official orgwn
of miﬁaﬁ,}i . i
7+  Bulls Jan Schessed (Chaizman, miufns Comnittes, memw
8+ Oaulsns Sanzoor Neomeni.
9, Waulana Abul Hasan Alf Nadef.

\; W e q%(@ N\ N C{ 172_0%
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#s one look st the above list, ons is bound to ees that the whole
stzucture of the Bushswnrat was based upnn aot mzys ioase fwéaﬁm.
but sven divergent mﬁ nppesing ideologies, if these m had sny
| ideology st all. ALl of them ssre and still are at s.aggn hoads with
M-amﬁ | |

Gesides this faportant resolution, relsted to the orgsnisstionsl
aspsct, Dr. Sehmood, with some other collesguss became sucteasful in
passing another resolution in the context of comaunal hormony. It uas
decided that the Buslios should sxtend an invitation of lovs, brothere
hood, tolerance and wnity aamgat all coomunities inhabiting Indis and
should particularly sppenl to ths majority community to fully feplensnt
the noble idesls of secularism snshrinsd in our great democratic end
secular maﬁigﬁmi. mta resolution sas adapm unanimously.
Accozding %o that resolution the nealy crsated Bajlis-eefonle was
supposwd to formulate ml&c&nlmé suitabls progranme in tm iight of
ths sbove mahm.agf’

M in his mﬁﬁntial address, particulazly es;hasised
the nesd for such & resolution. Hs sald, in & firm voics, that
'mr‘nztmataxy end @mﬁ&uﬂly the sajority is complstaly mmwful
in bringing comsuncl harmansy, love and integrity to the nation. Now
it is the duty of the Musliss o toks mbﬁrdmapm their oun
shoulders. It is their religlous duty impossd by the Quran 1tself.®
In the opinion of o:. Sshmood, it swas & clver mpnkw from the eariier
attitude of Suslis comaunitye .

fisre it sould not be unnacEsssry to teks s curaoey glm! at ths
constitution, snd the structurs of the organisation, as visuAbiesd by
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the fa:tﬁﬁu of ths constitution for All Iﬁnta Suslin Majlise-oe

Sushawarat. As ws had pointed cut earlier, the All india conveation,

stcording to its 9th resolution smpowered the president to nominate a

consultative ocommittes, aftir having consultations with all the founder

menbars: 'Thxc'bnmzt&uu committoo drafted a losse typo of consbtie

tution in the light of the ?ﬁim&ng aims and abjast%?

2)

5

4)
0
)

8)

9

?e bring sbaut bekter mﬁcin'mqmg' and to promote unity

ancng the various raligions communitiss.

fo snasevour and to bring nesrei all the Muslim Orgjonisations

wotking for the betterment of the comaunity.

Yo bring to the notice of the government end the people, the
grisvances of ths Indien Busliss.

To securs isliaasic :dcnl.s in the 1ife of Muslims and io ensure
their dus share in ail spherss of community's 1ife.

Yo sse thet no Indian Muslis is Porcibly evicted out of India,
spavially from Assam, Yripura and other border areas,

Yo a_afngaard ail rnig!am. sducational, sconomic and cultural
interests of the Susiime of India by peaceful nosns.

Yo survey periodically, ths sconomic conditions of tha Indian

fuslins end to suggest weys snd mesns for their batterment.

To promote unity and brothsrhood smong all Buslims and %o
take all such steps as would ensurs an honourable Life for
the Buslim hkﬂﬁmta of India, and to crests confidsnes in
them end to work for full recognition of full rights of

citizenship not only in precupt but in practice as well,

Yo organiss branches of Baitul Bal as a fuslims Goifars Fund,
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10) Yo Grganise branches of All India fluslim najua--mushaunt'
) in various parts of India for the achievaments of abova

\ abjects,

BEMBERSHIP s The main drasback in ths way of the Bushawarat
beacoming as an affective political 'parzy was that its memberahip .was‘
not voluntary. It was the sole disoreation of its central leadership
to gonfée its asnbership in any person. In another words mb&uh@p
was impased fros sbove, instead of caming from within the community,
The main criterion for confirmaticn af the menbership being the
mattorial status and religious partitulariem of the ;n‘zanﬁ Sancern.

- EUNDS ¢ Every member mas supposed to contribute his ons days
averags incoms per annue to the funds of the n‘rm‘aauun. In this ©
context, I cans to know through a reliable person that the organisetion
had alvays faced irregularities in financial utt-crg? It sas aluays
in a crisis. Proceadurslly speaking the members of district committees
wers authorised to ﬂa-nac;é funds and orfained to send 50X of the funds
to the Stats Majlis-e-aAmals, out of which the state would sond half
the azsount to the national fiajliis-s~Amla. They uould alsoc send half”
of their cen colledtions ta the ;M&iuﬂ#l #a jlis-s-fanla.

] I0N ¢ According to the provisions of the constitution,
the organisation would opsrate un thres u‘x;ﬂh, i.8., &atiam level,
State level & District levsl, .
te &M&M& A1l Indis Bajlis-s-flushavarat, was m
combination of two bodiesi- |
i) Nationsl Majlis-s-Mushasarat (Central Consultative Committes)
1) National Majiis-s-Aamla (Central Working Committes)



1) | NATIONAL MAJL IS~E-MUSHAWARAT 1= The Hational Majlis~o-Mushauarat.
(t:m%m Consultative Coonittes) is a combinsd body of Mational Majlis~
s-Aznia (Contral Working Conmittes) and sll state fiajlis-e-Sushauarats.
It dw t@opw to most at Alsaat- once in avery tso yoars st such 3 time
and plece as may be fixed by the Bajlis-e-Aamia. Sajlis-s~penia is
sapowerad to call a spaciel ,canfa}m of the Bajlis-a-Rushassrat,
if necessary. | o

- The Bajlis-s-lBushawarat is , suppossd te discuss the .prﬁ'hlafme K
facing the country in the light of the -ab:u‘cunp and sins sot -ﬁag |
the above, to consider thas raport of Secretary Gensral, snd &o gpprove

It is stated in the consitution
that the Naticnal Sajliis-e~Aepia shall consiat of 21 aembers noninated.
by ths President. It is to hold its meeting vhenover necsssary, but
not lasa then tuice a ysar. An it{ is the imf paint of the (rganisation,
1% hes to do soms prica facie functiones= |

(1) To invite the names from each state Gushawarat for consider-
ing the nane for Prasidency of ths msu-&_ng torm, at least tun months
in sdvance of the preacribed date of ths terminal Session and from
amongst thoss namss end such other names as it may desm fair to
. considaz, to sslect snd snnounce ths name of the Preasident, and to
sslect other affice bearars as VicewPresident, s-cf':atary. Traasurer
and Joint Secretaries smong its nembers. |

{(2) To work for echieving thj abﬁnﬁtiva aontioned above,

(3) To give effuct to the ducisions of the Nationel Dajlises~

Bushawarat,
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4) Yo Cosrdinate, ezgmi:a and eupuruu the work of all brenchas
" of the Mushawarat,

§) Yo look after the finances of the Organisation.

(1) ’ |

31 - AT ¢ The constitutionsl dreft ales
provided t structure at State lovel. It has consultetive Comnittes,

consisting of not mors than 17 members, nominated by the President of
Netfonal Majlises-Bushaustet.
N 1)' It has to wsst as often as necessary.
:2) It lhtll have the following NERENE povsres=
i) To discuss 9:01:;“3 facing the Stats in general and o -
hy doun the programns Tor the snsuing year, sccording
to the policy and aims of All India Ufgenisstion.
ii) To implenent ths progremme of Central Orgenisation. -
1i8) T consider the znﬁnt of the éctatﬂ,y. aub ject to the
- apptaval of ,m,n\ié_'enz-.- Rational flajlis=o-Acmla. |
iv) Select a nsw Chaitman for sach snsuing ters.
v) All the aeobers of the Nutionsl Mojiis-e~-Asals wuill be
1ts mxw

fux #x=officio members.
wi) 1% shall work under the guidance end superwvision of the
National ﬂa,jii-a-—e-mh.
é&i) Yo select among its uaaxhnra & Vice-Chairman, Secretary
" and a Tressurer, |

‘wi_) Yo organise district units and to coordinate and suporvise

their functions.

¢t Sot much sttention had becn

peid to give the Mushawarat an effoctive o,z‘ganitatim. at district levsl,



g
slthough that is tho moat vitel point for the dovelopmant of any
guxiiicx; party. The rooi étaaa fur the continuing success of the
Congress party in India is ita grafSSs rnats‘urgan&saﬁian,nutAhnxyult
the diairicg.lhut'alga-ét Panchayat levela. The Mushawarat has hardly
iﬂs‘ﬁavamanﬁiat”tha district levals,;axcept in sosie ﬂm?a'ﬂiaﬁriatg,
#ﬂd’pasteulétly_in big citias iike Lucknaw, Rampur, Aiamgaxh,‘ma:aﬂahud
ato. Tha Constitution ampowered the Chalrasn of the State Hushasarat
to nominate mambars frowthe d#gtsist Mushawarat; 11 in numbar including
0?é1§§ bggﬁart i.6. one grisidmntg ona secretary and a tzoasuzer. In
all aﬁt&eﬁa crvpﬁliay fnégaiatinag the District ajlis has littlie to
say; and is asraly to implemant the pfagrgﬁne and policies aorted out
by ﬁaﬁionéizﬂ?g§niaazinﬂg and state Najiia.

fon 3 It is doubtful if

the ﬁnﬁﬁgﬁﬁta& has ény ideslogy at all. ®hat it has ia a stratagy.
Any claim ﬁa an ideology, was imparted from ﬁaa 3améat~aﬁxslam1‘ ane .
of few major sagmﬁainfnf tho Rushasarat appeared es the sabodimont of
the paiitiﬁal'fzasttxtggg‘ wbich,tnn'ﬁaelimylaadaaahia baﬁfaccﬁnulattd
in the coursas of lagt two and half decadaig Barzring & few, roletad
miﬁh,3anaa§-o~iﬁlan§1 thers waes o general lack of organisational skill
-and 1&50133&3&3 cospstance amongst it cadares. It gakthered only a
group of some scatiored politicianes who from the autse® had an eye
upon the coming Llsction of 195@? ~ Nost of themeui:t,axthat fiamoely
suaaafteég.ar tha rank and Pile of the pra—pa:%iti;ﬂ muaiiu'heagug§
Thay had, for a certain iime, coms under the umbrella of the Congreas
for the sake of thair politicel pxntﬁﬁtiang‘nnrﬁ as a aatiar of expadiency

than for ideclagicel comnittmsnt: HNow, shsn the chain of communal riots
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had becone tho order of the day, they regarded it as a God sont
eppartunity, to change their feathor's. They reopened thair political
ahépizn the name of fuslinm 1@%9@@3%5; Some individuals styling thelne
soivos as pillar's of the religion also joined hands with them. To them
the neo wave'ef gocialism, uthéniaatinn and induetrial pragéesa threatened
the vory existonce of the distinctive identity of the muslims end the
fate of Islam as a rsiigingf

This, howsver, does not impiy.that ths Mushaverat symbolised a
confiuence of auslin‘palitical-apiniaa. of gave birth to a new glectorsl
forco such as would have to be reckoned With for aliciting Buslim VQtee§5
But it ia a fact that the emergence of tha.mu91£QAMajlia and fuslio
Leagus in Northern Indie wes a natural corollary of the rises and
eclipas of the Mushawarat, N |

Apart from the role of the fiushavarat as a palitieai hi Jagker «
as they claimed in the democratic course of goltticslin ff&a‘lndiafs
it also modified the politial sensibility of the Musbims and moulded
their behaviour. This can be substantiated by tho follouing facts:

1Althoygh Muslime in free India, are numerically the largest
singlé minority, asxt only to the majority, they had all along sufférad
from a strong minovity cnmple§7 and felt shy of their pre-partition
cnnmtttments;_-Cansiquently tth never came to the foraefront of any
national movement aimsd at fighting the forces of avil in the country,
Now under the strategy of Mushawarat, they decided to take initiative
for eradicating communalism out of country and to promote Hindu-fuslim

Uni ty:
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.i!be fiushawarat leadership showsd full belief in the Indian

constitution and in the democratic process of the country. They also
piadgad thaele trust to the majority as a whole.

_A transformation is also evident in the style of formulating
demands and defiM ition of objectives. In its inagural conference
for sxample, ths fiushawarat adopted a ;asolqtiugjnn the need for national
integration, Aéains; instead of demanding reservation for Musliim,
it called upon both the comounities to work hand in hand for the
progress and betterment of the country. o

Bat its outlook was by no:maanavahullyméegular as it continued to
make a‘glaa'fuz;tha special interests of the Muslime. By and large
the demends, which they formulated and the grievences which they high=
lighted were only of concern to the Huslims. They were based upon the
simple plea that the Muslims as a whole constituted a distinctive
separate idontity in 1nﬁig§ They also moved on the prefixed premiasses
that the fuslims in India were as a community the anly'wictiqsvof
communalism, false secularism'and bging taknn‘ron granted.

Yo conclude one can say that ths Mushawarat appearsd, if not to
revive the Muslim Leagee than at lean£ to prévide a suitable background

S

far,méking any easy entry for the latter inmééfhpolitical arena of
the ﬁukthezn,?faviqces. on the basis of the following issuense
a) A need to prdtﬁet tho Muslim relggﬁpnaand culturse.
'B) Fighting against the anti-Muslimvfutcaé, and saving them from
the holocaust of communal ricts.
&) Ensuring adequate representgtion of Muslims in all the political,

aducational, commercisl and Economic fialds of Life.
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grder to achisve the aforesaid objectives, the fiushawvsrat adopted

the following measuresse

8)

8).

)

8)

n)
o

. To itsit an uncompromising Settla against the all communal
farces.

¥o work for reenktion of tha.mina:ity character of Aligarh
fiuslim Univarsity ané to saufeguard the intsrsats and character

.

of. othor Buslinm institutions.

. Yo co@;d&natu-tha activities of the &ariuuSuarganiaatiaﬁ of

tha fuslin compunity.

To guard the fMuslim Perannal Lam,ag%;nst any possible enchrose-
choment at any lavel,

To carry on tho battle in support of Urdu with a visw to

securing a stalus of second regional language at least in

- HaPe and Bihate

To ensurp %bs;panagemsnt'of fluslim sddouments by Muslim thome
selves for the fuslim fntsrest,

To frustrate the offorts of anii ascular forces, that trled
o discriminate aéainst the muélias.

70 consolidate the sconomic interest of the coamunity.

achieve all thaoss abjsciives the Mushamarat tried to unite

all the fMuslims on a single plateform, and‘adaptad a strategy of

K-

prsseéﬁisiﬂg the gaovernment for radressal of the fiuslim grievences.

For these ressons it pessed verious resolutions and took werious

. steps.
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, Gsnerally sposking the Buslin Isédezship in free India ié;ed‘to
gain in?zgénce by raising imaginaty issuecs, a;thnagh it did #aeaaianally
deal with some gcunine prabieg. The Bushawarat is alanxhe excaption
to this generalisation. Their only gsunine issue is that of comwunal
riots which is in ths forsfront of their programme. These riots often
ssrved to shake their confidsnce in secularism and ﬂamacracy-and porsuades
tham into thinking that a fanatic gection aaa?gst the Hindus is not
preparaﬂ ta tolerate thair sxistance in Indi%} It was this sense af
insecurity, common to the community and its leadsrship which convinced
them of the nsed for mashaﬂarago

The Sushawarat started its political sctivity by tsking al)
possible muasures to fight the evil of communalism which put the whole
future of the community at,staﬁg. But inspite of its brave efforts to
project its images as a non-asctariean and none-comaunal organisation, in
some quarters it continued to be branded as Q;mgunal?

et selorwe o

|
Traced to its historicel origin, conmunalism is in fadt en old

Indian problem, that time has done little to sulvﬁ? Any ons who has
clearly observed recent political developments will immediately recog=
ntes the truth of this statement. Official statistics indicate that
thers ars on an average, more than one hundred comaunal clashes svary
year in‘indig; These Tragusnt out braaks of communal violance, not
only cause a great loss of human 1ife and proporty, but‘alaaAgiva s
lie to our claims of India being a secular stats, It aleo belies the
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hﬁpavnf the minority that hey can 1live in péana and gecurity, and shakes
the faith of the prugraasiwa and liboral aectlana of the socjety in
India‘s capacity to enorge as a sscular cauntty in the cammunity of
natiaﬁé? ' ‘ |

' the distressing features éanll'this; however, is that the hairﬁ:}
of ths situation is not fully "r-mgmaa by tha poople of this country.
The responeibility is to be equally shared b; the government as well as
the political parties beocause none of them have trzsd to ses the problan
in 1te-r£ght praspective, The typical responaa of the gnvatﬂmtnt to
this malady is to try to put all the rotten hggs in the basket of '7
comnunal gart&e%. The communal parties are allnmad to arcuso at will,
communal feelings and generate tensions. 1h§ prevailing social climate
of ths country favoursd such a‘st:atagy? |

Whatever be the reason, it is undenisble fact that the Congrass,
dospite its proclaimed stand against caanunai}sm. mia;rably failed on
this front., Communalism exists émungst botﬁ.&he qadority.and‘tha |
minority communities. The only difference being that whils the |
communalism of the majority is aggressive, ﬁhat of tha-minority‘is
- defensive in natura. | ~:? |

fo arouse anti-Buslim feslings, ganerally the Hindu ext:emists
cnngidgzad the Buslime solaly cepponsible for the partition of the
country and often doubted their loyalties. ?Thase fanatics always
accusad the Congress ?cr'apraading communalism in the couniry, and fui
giving}extta privilages to tha'auslims. who;gré accordiﬁg tovtham yet
to be Indianised. The Congrese, both at the party level and the

government level, aluways opposed such slogans.
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At the minority lovel too eommﬁnaiisnlis operative. For many
Mluslims, thers is no distinction hatwnan‘:hg intafesta*nf the Muslia,
Islan and Pakistan. ©na could see it unmistakabily in the attituds
of sbga*xndiah mus;;-s towards ths Bengla Desh crisis. Camnunalisn
at»tﬁe minority level is baaically dsfens#?a in character and largely
penotratas through tonservative uays. 'Itétasuits in gha‘iaozation' .
of the minority from the mainatraga.. | :

The chauvenism of ths majority aﬁ th§ oho hand and the exclusivisa
of the miaotity on other has only served tb divide Indian socisty on
a raligious basis, mhilaevat tha same tims . 1arga&g obscuring the real
1sauaa that the Muslims neoded to take naea of. This made tho Buslims
ungura of thoir ﬁh&tusa and ancouragod tham(ﬁa think in terms of )
independsnt political consolidation.

ﬁndasbtaﬂiy, this state of affairs gtmatly tarnished the image
of the Congresa as a gsacular party. The naja of riots that swept the
Eastern ragions af thae country in 1963 provéq to ba the last straw on
the camél‘s‘back- Bafflad and dishaartéﬁad by thege riota, many
susline of these ragions decided to migrate ta Pakistand

However fronic it night seenm, it is anlunaentroventabia fact,
that of all the Ruslims organisations, it ves Bhb.ﬂushanatat that came
to the reacus of}the-ﬁnalima. It gave then tho necessary reasgurance
and perauaded tham to cast their lot mith'lndia at all sosts and in any
avant, ' .

. \iouwsd from an cobjective view point, thé task that the flushawarat
sst bafore itsalf as wéll as the strategy aﬂuﬁtédlby xt‘?ar:beniahing

comamunalism from the country, would appear to bs quite commendable.

b
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They (mMushawarat leadership) tried to understand ths problem with
clarity and insight and took positive steps to fight communalism.
Tho bast guide to this would be thé text of a spesch by its
prosident, Dr. S. HBahmood, which hé delivered in the very first
session of the Lucknow Convention held in 196 i

"The ﬁxpeatation that our'bregnetn s who wore already fap
advanced in sducation and'proaparitg would try to banish the awil—
barrioers of Casts and communalism have proved futile. As such it has
now to be done by ths minority. Ue are not new for it, our saints
and mnystics haﬁe already achieved it:

Tha zbove words later formod the body and soul of Resolution
No. Iivadcptadvhg the convantion. Tha resolution won adniration and
applause of a&lhright ﬁhinking‘sact;oﬁé of socioty. Or. Mahmood him=
solf roforred to it as baing lnfeisg than Qutub minar...zz

Tha above resolution was pasaad‘gnanimcualyw As a matter of
fact it markad a clear departure in the policy of tho Indien Muslims
towards comaunalism. It was pebheps for Bhd Tirst time that they
intended to contribute something to the country, instead of expecting
favour from otharéls The axceuﬁiwl.hgay of the Mushswarat was
coamisatoned to taks effoctive ateps against the causes shich widenad
the gap bat&aeh the two communitios. It also asserted its faith in
tha axistance and a?factivanass of right thinking membera amongst
the mejority community!® Resolution No.6 embodied this faith end 1t
was atatad in it that not all thé Hindus ars in fevour of comounal
violence, and therefore, we should also seek their coocperation end

support,
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A programme was chalked sut for viaiting the areas effocted'by
communsl tensivns snd appealing to the noble sensibilities of tha
cammén people without any distinction of cast, colour, and craadzs
¥hainvprn§ramme‘msﬁ-mith an unpretedsnted success. They atfﬁﬁﬁad
huge crowds svery whare and proachsd the lessons of Hinduefiusiio
Unity, end Netionsol integretion, and tried to rekindls in the heert
of the cammon men the message preached by saints like Khuwsja Ajmeri
and ﬁizasuﬁdin §u11336

Unfortunately, the su called national press did not take much
note of these healthy snd resained as indifferent and sceptiesl as
ﬁver37 The oxcaptioﬁs to the guneral Indiffsrence understendably
wers some Urdu paper's controlled by Muslims and tﬁe Radiance, &
somiofficial organ of ths 3&maat-ﬁulsiaqi; A peculésr featurs of
thalr épptaach was to usually chuose nom=Nluslims as prasidants for
many of their public meatings that atﬁrdetad huge crowdi!a The
flushawerat made stranuous offorts to save ths progranme from
political ;ﬁrgainings and personal jeaio#aiea. It was for this
reason that they did not take any hxcepiicn to.any pdlitical party,
including the 3an»sang%? No less a person than Raulana Muslim told
the writer that Br.‘méhmaaﬂ«himéalf uont to attend a mesting of
the Jan Sangh held near the flushawarat gathsring.

By and large,; the progranme of theso meetings generated goéd will
in ths riot.tétn arcas. In ﬁaﬁchiq one 6f the worst hit aress ut that
time. as many as 30 thousend psople turnéd out to wulcome these

" Nessichs of paaeg? some lsaders like Pandit Sunder Lal slso accompanied

them ta those meetings. The late Lal Bahadur Shastri, the then Prime



finister of India, also applauded the afﬁazts of thsae peece makers
when & delagat;ﬁa nf the Rushawarat wsent ﬁn s8n hm?1

These meotiﬁgs’might have‘acﬁieved»#oma’positivb reaults, but
unfortunately all their attempts to kéép iha»&tgahiaaticn out of
.pnlitinal'jaalauaies proved futile. The Azngtamma ran inte heavy
waters partly because of the Sectariak outlook of the Jamaat-o-Isiami
and partly as a aftermath of the Indp-Pak conflict in 1965. Aalso
the déep inxolvament;nf fMushasarat in the Aligerh fuslim tiniversity
affairs wes a contributing factor,. Though zéﬁaat-a-ls&aﬁi continued
to cooporate with the programme of the muahawarat. it also stattad
fesling uncomfpitable with repard to the liberal outlsok of some
of its Laédar‘g snd became critical of the utterance and speechss of
or. S. Mahmood which hes an extra-seculer bias. - Some sections could
not tolerate ths pressnce of some non~fuslim loaders like Pandit -
Sundoar Lal on the plateform of the muahamarat?3 |

Inspite of its tall cleims, the mushawaer failed to svolve
any progressive policy which would serve the intoresats of the countery
as one naiinn; Consaquently, they failed tao delivei the goods to the
fiuelims as & community. Some of its leader's adopted shat may be
ragérdsd.éa a 3nctar1an'nr lopaidad view 1n‘natiana1 politics. In
this connsction the stance taken by Dr. A.J. faridi in‘bia pumphlat s
Taskent Decleration and Indﬁ-ﬂak minorities, was moét unhe;pfull.. ) ¢
was published just after the Tashkent Agreement. In that intrigiing
article, he rejected outright India‘s claim as a sibgie unifield nation
Ha expressed the view that both India and Pakistan are mads up of

sevoral nations with diverse problems of religion and culture. He



- 39 -
expressed the firm view that comnunelizm has become a part of our
notional lifs and & psrmanent thrsat to the life, property and culture
of tho Indien Muslims, He PTurthsr argued, in this regard, that comnunale
ism should not be treated asg merely & law and order problem of the

cﬁuntry, but should be splved by s mutusl agreesent on bialateral level,

batwean Indian and Pakista%?

Howaver, this kind of unhealthy attitude is not pacul&at.to ong
individual. It often Pinds expression in thé Colimons the Urdu press,
contzolled by the Muslinmd; although it does not represent ths attitude
ef tho entire Muslim community under normel conditions. Or. Faridi,
himeelf had viewed the problem in a somewhat different manner in his
sarlisr srticie; The cammunalism§ cause and remedies (1961). At that
time he had regarded the problem as a direct result of the economic
iﬁbaléncas, wide spresd unemployment, the prejudices based upon community,
caste, language and provincial distinctions, and mainly because of vested
political interast. He had accused the Hindu fanatics and the govern=
mont in such activity slike. The Pollowing ere the steps he had

26
. fow

suggestod to remedy the evil
i) Appointment of Committes, nominated by Legislative Assumblies,
to visit all the effective arcas.
ii) Proforence Por Muslims in some arems of services, as Police,
intelliigence, and so one.
i11) Benning of somo communal parties, 1ike R.S.S.s Hindu {lsha Sabha,
Kedan sangh and%ﬁualiﬁ tL.oague,
iv} Teking effactive steps for the lsclation of politics from

religion.
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v} Taking special measures ta promots National integration
' through the programmes of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. ' | |

A study of the aforesaid suggeatiaﬁs wouid appé&r to be af>
particular significance and intersst, because more or less the sams
spproach was reflected in the sariier raaalutiqné of éha fiushawvarat,
No one would deny the'rat;ahality of thess suggestiaons, but unrnrtunétezy
this trond could nnt»centinus for long. The Mushawarat changed its tune
and increasingly moved towards a communal approach as the virtus of
communalism raised its head and the comnunal tiote bscane nore an&
mors Proguent in places iike Rahch£, Nagpur, Heerub, Rhmadébad anﬁ-'
Ehiwandf etg, Thasse seéurriag autbursts of cammunal vlaiance shuuked
their faith in secuiarism, democracy end the gavemmanté inipartiality.
Any ragulay reader of the Urdu Press can matk this trend ad a-aecurring
thamo of ﬁﬁasa‘papers. in many‘insﬁancse. the charecter of the govarne
aani ﬁas apenly 5&ap§cte§37 |

The exscutive committee af.the #iushavarat passed a rssolution
against communalism on Ssptember 12, 1967. It was said in that
rasolution thet recent zummﬁnal ricts had 1njuréd the very sentiments
of ths minority, and had taught them a lesson to rely upon the policy
of sslt defence, which is the birth right of every individual?® Even
a man liks Dr. Mfahmood spoke in tha sams vein. In the courss of an
interview, ha said, "Depite all foarts-en our part, to convince §h0
governsant that the Duslims are basigally loyal to the nation, a wide
caonspiracy is going on against the &aeliqe. They will facs 4t at
all costs. The anti social slements are not the only peopie responsible

fot it, the police is an egqual partner in %;.'29
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Subsequently, another meeting was heid on April 21, 1968, at
Lhakna&. There wae & general congensus at the meeting that it wes
an 1mmediata,nscﬁaaizy'ta make an effoctive law againat communal. riots
and morael corruption. In ite resolution of October 4, 1969, the
fushavarat adopted a particuisr approach against conmunal riots and
informad the government that the challangs ;? comnunalism ﬁuét be
met on 2 Uar footing. it was said In this resolution thei the
p&ablsm‘ia nat aeraly of law and uzdae;-but an offence of the sane
nature as a revolt againat the government. It therefere suggosied
the fallowing steps to be tqkenAimmadiatslg§a
i) The gowsrament should regard ihe problea as a natianél iszus,
and should érmaks speogial cells of anti:iét police force,
cﬁuéiating of at lasst 50% flusliams in ite persunuel.' ‘
i)  &n antieriot intalligencas force should also be created undar
ths comnand of the Prise Binister, harsolf, with an effective
rapressntation of Buskinms. ' o
£ii1) 21l the District Officerts who have haanvfnuné guilly of
insctivity should oe susponded immediately.
fv) All tha uictims»nf tha riots should he duly compsnsatsad,
¥) A minority council should slso he created under Eha‘chairuah-
ship of Prims fiinister with Qdaquata raprasentation of all
the minorities,
8y flay 20, 1370, tha tone of #ushawarat bacame sven sharpse as
refledted in the Resplution of tha sams date. The ﬁeaﬂlutioa‘charactar-
ised the phaﬂomannn_of tha riota as deliborats conspirecy against the -

fluslins. 1t romindad the government that as signatory to the charter



of United Naticnas, tha Governmont was the custodian of all fundamental
rights of all sections of Socisty, and was duty bound to‘inpinmsnt all
tho provisions ﬁf‘thﬁ Human right commission in lotter and spirit,” On
the oviher hand the resaolution slso eppeoalod to the fluslim Community to
obsarve an antl anumﬁnaiiaa waak%g | | |

Yo conclude here, one can say that the lins of action which the
mﬁshawaéat adoptod in its.aerzia: phase was noarer to roality and cas
bnsod upon o pusitive approach of mutual love and trust. The attempt
had boen to svolva ths Sushawarot mors ia.an-affactiaa platafarn
ageinst communalism thon as a political pa?ty. Bul later on it
scounmbed to parochial trends and invalved itialf in issue's likae the
Aligarh fiuslim Univorsity sgitation and E£lection of 1967, 1In doing
ss it failed to realise that the approach shich it had edopted on
thoss lasuds would only lead to widenning the gep botuaen the two
conmunities. And noo it can bs sald that the diraciion they have
taken in politics loads only to mutual miazcﬁst‘and régimentation on
conaunal lines.

L-3-J-3-3



The retant aglitation sgainst ths Muslim University (Amendment)
8511, fMay 1972, again turned a now leaf in the courss of Muslim
politics in Inéié, It is the semo gfeblem on the basis of which the
Bushawarat ﬁaﬁ thrived &ﬂ_1965, when the nrganisatianimaa in its {n=-
fancys | | ‘
| The NMushawarat, Like any other Muslim Organisations had aluays
exploited fiuslinm sentimonts over the ilssue of the fluslim University.
It always tried to give to this atnélan a political ¢a1§ge end linked
it with the fais of the Indian fluslims in general. The story goes
back to the year 1951. when the Indisn Qazliaﬁsnt passad & Bill and
declered the Gniversiﬁy & Naticnal Central Instituticn, bscause of its
strategic importance, Tha structure of the court and the.exacutive
council was~¢haﬁged and nominees of the Ministry of education were
alse included in ite. 7The HMuslims regerded this Bill as an act of
huniliation, but were unable to do anything because they were still
smarting under the shock of pertition and its aftermatag

The Sd&s&qﬂea# events convinced many that the University Bodtt
had virtually been depowsrsd, and in almost all impnrtant,mattar'a
it was the will of the Vice~Chancellor that prevailed over any tﬁing
alye. for instance, Mr. Badruddin Tayabji the then Vice-Chancellor
suﬁnaeded in changing the statutes to provide for 75 percent reservation
for its internal candidates, in Medical and Engineering Pacultiesa.
This was undoubledly an undemocratic step.

in @arch 1965, o crises bollad up mheﬁ‘ﬁamah 4ii Yawar Jung, the
then Vice~Chancellor, tried to reduce the reservation guota to Sﬂﬁ.33

tho studentsy mainly the Buslims, manhandled the Vice-Chancsllior and
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sons of ms enlloaguos, This proved to ba a God sent up;ra:ﬁmity_._
for thm Bwsmaat, which hastenod to tske ovar the univm‘sity
Adﬁniatmum by means of 8 Presidentiel Ordinanca.

The Buslim Ma_ﬁaem;s on the othsz hand, used this Qppertunity
. ta launch on sgitation against the Government. BOr. Chagls, the then
fiinister of fducation, whe had pilotsd tha nou ordinance, cbviocusly
becams the target of ths fuslim lendorship. #Huslim students and the
leadarehip tried teo justify Lheit cliaims for thes sxclusive control ::f
the univorsity by Muslims, on ths ples that the door's of cducation
end Eoploysent were virtually clossd to the mombers of the Minority
codnunity, partfcularly in thoe arsas of ths Hindimbalt".“ That, ia
| ahy the nust agitatad .pamna vere underslandibly the Buslins of U.P,.
The Mushaworat becoms the mouth piecs of all such forcos. This was bns
of tho rossons why the Wushavarat succeoded in establishing itc roots
quits desp in U.F. and Bihar.

It cuﬁsenaﬂ a gpaating in June 1965, agg; mpds' a plea, among
othor things for the repialing of the Ordinance, The other domands
ware a8 folioust= "

1) Ar. f.C. Ctzégla eﬁau}.d inmudiately rosign.

2) The Univarsity adainistration should be rastorad to the

fbaﬁzis af the Muslims alone,

3) TtThe principle of Musiim’s aajority among thae staff and the

studonts should be recogniseds ’ .

4) ALl the athiest and sntiereligious elements should be turned

aut of the key posts in the University. |

5) Study of lelsaicwStudivs should be made compulsury for all

tha fluslis Studomta,
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§) The minority charactar of thz university must be ruatered at
21l coste.

Aoert from thls,vths»mughawaaat‘aisa appoaled .to the entire
fluslin community of India in obhserue T6ih. Eu}y 1965 {friday} as
the day for prayets on the suhjaé??sr .

‘ Subsiquently it was decided to hand ovor ths issus to the
‘Aligerh 01ld Boys Convantion! This convention was osrganised with the
Elessi&gs of the Mushawaral in order to foraulate o firm and unitod
strategy mpainst the ordinance. The convention's approech «es similar
to that of the Mushanwarat and of ths Jameales-islani. 1t reiturated
the smme argunsnte in its mesting al fugust 14, 1968, held at Lucknow,
as were put Fazward by Mushagyarad in its Delihd aaeting.' 1t also made
ary appeal Poar the celsase of {hz gtudents acpused ja the episcede of
 Aszil 25th. '

Singe then the fushawarst has aever forgotten to include a
Resolution concerning the MSnorityecharacier of ths versity in its
maatings. A wmeeting of iha exacutive comnittee of the mushawaiat
was convenced on ¥ay 20~-218t, 1970 under the Chairman-ship of ito
Prasident, bufti Ateequr Rehman. It urged tha Govsrament to intro-
duce the proposed university {Anonduent) Bill i the next sassion
of 9ariiamenty wnich should be based upon follcouwlng basic p@intgat-

1)  The denomination of the wopd *MUSLIB’ from the University

ghould not ba changed, |

2} The minority charscter mfvtha university should be restorsd

and 65335 patio of fluslim end #Hone-#uslin as racommended by

Chatterji Commitioce be ernsured,
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3; Rop efflilietion of tho Lacai colleges o the Univernity should
be allosnd in ordar to save the spaecisl rasidontial chasacter
of the dniversity.

The maeting alsn sxpresand the determination of the fuslims to
tight ony move te She contrary by the Government. a?iar that, ws notice
a gort of zn interiude fn the activities of the fushawarat on any 1a:g§
ﬁaaie and on any sajor issus, not excluding the university guestion.

Suddenly 4t oprang inde activity once egaing in oarly 1972 and
convenzd & aﬂnuahtian on 16th f£ahruary in Lucknos, In thal énnuentinﬂ
the Rushavarat padsed a roosalution, mhichvmaabcrizicisad‘nll aver !ndia.
In that raselution the Nustowarat axa:essaa.z§saalidazzty mitﬁ.tha
- contents of the ﬁanaéand&ms, présanteﬂ to tha Prime Minister by the
Aligash 01d Eays A9sociation in a2y 1966 and in Tay 1971, The ssid
feaalution alsc warnad ths Sovernment egainst any measunas contrary
to thu wsishes of thn Buslio community.

The long sweitsd 8ill cams befors the Psrliament on 28th Nay,
1372, 1t sauld not coma aariier because of certain political expsdi=
encies. The Government husseled through the measure and got the 811l
pasesd by both houses of Parliement in lees than ons week in the dying
daye of the Sumaer Session. ,

| It is neither possible ncr desirable to discuss at length tho
cantenta.éf-the Bill and ite implications. [t must howavar be adnitted
that, by and large, it réi&eﬂ to satisfy the hopes an& aspirations of
the large section of the community, Uhile it rstaihea the word *AUSLIA®
in its denomination and safaguarded the special residéﬂtai charaé&ar

of the uUnivorsity, ths 3§31 naxes no previsicn for ths retention of the



so=telliad "Ninorily charaster® of tho ﬁﬁ&uargity§?

Yo rouction Lo ths pessage of the Hill by Parliemeni vas sharped
and prompks Ib steriod an énsnﬂiag‘ﬁhainl of relllies, denonotrations,
processions end paustings al vorlous places in the country, chere
Busiing wore in sizeablo iueber. The Govcrnaaatbtried ta treet this
problen op a law and order question end offorts vecrs osde, ppotially
in U.0. tn suppress the movesent by the use of force, if necoassery.
this nalurally lod $o éama unhappy claches end anﬁi-galica—cnmwﬁindu-
fiuslis piots 46 aAligarh, Fezozabed and Varanasi.-

Seubsiquently on Aligorh ection coomittes sas constitutod, consiste
ing a?laam&e:s from various Duslims organisaotions, including the ~ 7
ﬁusﬁawarat§s Thay hald & cﬁawantign on 24=25th Juno 1872 in Delhi.

Yhe convontion dociced to rosune lto ag;ta?ian aftaer thalsimla Sunait,
ehich wis to bo held in the end of Juns to sarly Julye

Soms soutuos closs to the comiitea have inforaed ne that the
genpral consensus of the Buslim participents of ths convention wasg that,
in thelr viso, 8 tine had come zhon they must wage an sll out wap
against tha Congress. To achinve this ond thoy exprossed their
willingneas to seck the support of as many opposition parties as
punsibla, boosuse in their view, the country wao hoading towsrds 8
communist brend of dictatarahipfg . This pclicy is by all stondards
essentially negative in cﬁaraa;sz and roflects the political
inmatuzity nf‘thg_group sencernod,
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Ruldip Fayar: Statesman, Delhiy Jaly 35rd, 1968
Indid. _
Faulana Abdul Hasan All Nadvi, Sidad Millat, Iucknow; February
2ist 1971, ' '
See, Dr. Mahmood; in Aljamiat s 2nd July 197%.
In both the Congrese and as well as Jan Sanghl Canmps, 4t was
taken for granted thot the rise of Nushawarat was nothing but
re-emorgence of communalism. For detalls see, the Bediance, 16th.
August, 1964. | |
B« Thonpaon and Garret: Rise and fulfilment of British Rule in
Indias {Allshabad 1966) P.623
YsB+ Chovsn, the then Home Minister stated it in Lok Sabha - ase,
the Hindustan Times, June 12, 1968. :
Dre Intiaz Ahmad, opedt Pt
Ibdd P-t |
r.Mahmoods For details ses, The Awanmi Manshoor of the Mushawarat
2.3
Prom Aljamiat 3 opcit. aleo see The Radiances 16th, August 64«
IThide '
Msulana Fuslim told me in course of an interview.

8ese the Aljamiat Upeld, and Azaim, Iucknows 3rd May 1970,

HMoulana Muslim,

Maulana Abdul Hasan Ali Nedvi, in & Reception address delivered

at Incknow Convention, 1964.

Mufti Atoequr Ruhman, Fresident of A1l Indis Muslim Fajlis-seMushae
varat criticined Vehenently the attitude of press towards Muslim
hoppenings in course of aninterview with me. Also see his statement
in the Radiance t July 2%, 1965«

Radisnes 3 27th October, 1964,

Maulana Maslim

Rediance : Septenber 27, 1964.

Ibid. ,

Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi eriticised Dr.Mahmood for his extra
ordinary Gandhisom, see Nidai Millat ~ opeit
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3333 Ss Hasmain, Indian Muslims, P.80 and xaranﬂhihar; P.350-351%,
They have quoted soms extraects from the Bargiip, a Varathi gpokeman

" ot Jammatee-Iglami views. Recently ae I had gone through the
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Correspondende bdetween Qayumme Jammatee~Islami and Ir.Sunder Lal

(1% Aungust 69) this charge haf been proved bascleps. Dr<funder Ial

had no hesitation to say that the allegations were adsolutely wrong
For details tees Drs AeJ.Faridi, Tashkent Daalaration and Problemn
of Indo=-Padk Minoritiop Pudd

The papers like ﬁaaha&man.ifam Bangalore, ‘Gamkhawar ‘and Sangem from
Patna, and Jamiant times from Delhi always arcused such type of sone-
timents. Even a paper like Aljemiat, commonly known as Nationalist
paper is not en excepbion to it. For instance see its Eiitorials of
19th July 65, Auguet 3, 1965, July {, 1968 & July 15, 1968 etc.
Dreds«d.Faridi, Communalism § Couses and remedies 1964,

For instance; sees, the editorial of the daily sldam&a£, Delhi

July t and 15th 1968.

For detailaypee the Mushawarat Resolutions of September 12, 1967.
S+ Hesnoln t Opedt P.135

Por detnils, see the Resolution of Mushawarnt of April 21, 1968.
For details, oee the Resplution of FMushawarat of May 20, 1970.

See the DAWAT Delhi : September, 7, 1972 (Page =4)

See, the Aljamiat Delhi: 2nd July 1965,;Hditorial.

A«D.Verghese, The Muslinms in India, The Times of India, Bombay
August 12, 1968 P, B« B

Hafiz Falik, Muslims in India since 1947, opeibs Aloo see the
rlevant Resolution of the ﬁushawarat, pasaeﬁ in its Delhi mesting
held in June 1965,

Por details, sec the Muchawarat Eaaaiutian of May 20, 1970.

For details,; seo the Aligarh University (Amendment) Bil1 1972

See the Jamiet Times, Delhir Ist July 1972 Special Eumber of
Aligarh Univaraitya

‘Mawdana Muelim disclosed me in course of an,&ntervisw.
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" By paéticigah&ng in the election of 1967 ths Qushavarat not
only subjectod the Muslims to mental and intellectual dis-integration
but also brought them to the wverge of politicel doom fraom §b£chnthe
community is finding £t difficult to escape. It will not bﬂlunfounded

to say that Muslim politics is esssntially exprimental in nature.

The roason for their @oom was the inherent conflict of their leaders
who wers pulling the community in diverse directions. In the entirs
pracess of their Election particiﬁution. we can diacéﬂgﬁd' throe dkff
differsnt gooups working with three dtstiﬂcthidaalagiés in three
_ divergent directions.
1) The Jumaat-e-I8lani Group: It can bs sald without any
fear of contradiction that the Jamaat-e-Islami has not reconciled
itself to the democratic systom prevailing in Indig. Although Baulana
fluslin is largely rasponsibla for draving up the Manifesto of the
Bushawarat, which af?iréa-zta faith in democratic traditions, yat it
is obvicus that this was only dons undar the compulsion of gtéjacting
an image of solidarity among the Indian Muslims. 1In fact the men
of Jamaat~p-lslani made themsslves inactive during the alsctioa?
Their intellectuals infact lamanted action on second thoughts,
2) DELKI GROUP :+ ODespite Sts ideological spathy towards

Jemaat-g~Islemi, this second group was also interested in sseing



‘the Bushassrat as basically a nonepolitical-dntity, This epproach
was baing advocated by Dr. Sahmood, the then Prasident of the
arganisatiaﬁ who was confirmed Congressite. He also had the support
of some other lsaders attachad either to the Congress or Jamiat-u&»
Ulama or aiméltanauuiiy with bothe. Inspite of holding many grievances
against the Congress in their hoarts, they were not inimbai to the
Congtess, Their chief mission was to root out communalism from the
country and provide a healthy lesdership to the Indian fluslins under
the banner of the mushaﬁaWat§‘ The pious words of the Eushawarat
| manifesto Teleased on 22nd. July 1966 ropresent in fact the views
of this group.

33 juc Pereliel tc the Delhi Group thers was

another coterie of 1ead¢£§s vhich played & very active role in the
sstting upof the flushawarat from the very cutset; namaly the Lucknow
Groups The real braihs'&asterminﬁing tha strategy were thoss of
Raylana Abul Haaan Ali Nadwi end Dr. A;J; faridi. QQuito & few member
‘of ths group wera old ﬂusl&m.leﬁguer'a who had theoir eyes on ths
aoming elections from the wéty beginninds To thoem the fallura to
organise the NMusiims on one plataform and bringing them to the

fold of the Congress was tentemount to exposing & defenseless
minority to the vageries of a ruthless majority. In their spsachss,
the menbers of this group nevaer missed an opportunity to criticise
the Congress., DOr. Faridi's main complaint against Or. NMahlmood vas
that the later never toed ths line folicwed by this rebidly anti-
congraas g:nup?. Thus it is evident that when the Mushawnrat decided

to participate in the ﬁlaaéionuit\aas alrsudy a dikided houss and the



stato unit of Uttar Pradesh. The lator was of tha Pplnian that becauss
of its Snherent weekness the central leadership wes out to destroy
‘the orgenisation. Even the sligntaatn§aneessian to tha‘Cnﬂgrééi
accozding to them could at best be in the>parsnnai intersat of
Ore Se Mahmood but not of eha'camuunity as & vhole, bocause tho Bungiesa
had neithar pledged itsaupport to the Hushawarat manifaétc noz hed shown
any sympathy for it? |

?ha}ahovs mentioned faots ars enocugh to pinpaint the difforsnces
which sxisted at the tap lawg; of the Muéhawanat laadership wvhen it
deocidod to participste in the election. The whole strategy can bs
diﬂidﬁé’ﬂﬂd&t’thgéé nme jor headingsse

1) A dtudy of the Manshaor (Manifesta).

2) ?hé stfla af eslection of the candidales.

3) The consequonces of participations

o .Ths Qushavarat manifasto is a ref-

dscticn of the Immaturity and political hollounsss of which it had give
anple demenstration by claining to be & non=politiéal party and yet
pértiaipahing‘in'the politics. Or. NMshmoad himsslf had to say that on
the gakx ons hand ho porsonally wae not in favour of the Mushawarats
participetion in the elections but on the other the Musliims could not
be deprivad of their democrstic rights! Anathsr factor contributing

- %0 this situstion was that many persons in the Mushawarat were also

the nenbors of some other partiss, end thoy wers subject to party

discipline. Basides it should not be fnrgnétsn that tho leadership



of tho fushawarat was drawn froo dimetrically opposed sections of the
oonmunities-political groups, so that inspite of all the bsautiful
phataa&nlngy and the plous intentions the manifesto témainaa‘basieally
negative in character. Ho solid concrete rosults héve been expected
fr?ﬂ,it. Tﬁé manifesto wap sdopted in the mesting of 1tsvnxocutiva
Council held from 2ist. to 23rd. July 1966.

azthaugh‘tha manlfesto. iike maﬁy ether resolutians'afA&ha
ﬁuahéwarat wvas adoptedvunanimaﬂsly, there was a lot of behind tha
scenae Tighting betweon the men of Osihi gﬁuup and Lucknow groupe. v
8y Dr. mahmond'é own cbnfaaai;nk thare was in&tiélly bugh‘emphaaia placed
on the nead fat.ﬂationél integration, but after a §ood déal of hoated
diacuasion.»s page was added which sxpregsed the grieviances of the
fusiin comsunity egainst the Congress®  Although their was much talk
o; higﬁridaala and values in thas nanifesto, its sain plank was that
the nusliinsg had nét sald their daatiﬁina to any single party.
Dr. tehmood's woids wore widely quoted saying that tho Rusiinms had not
signed an instrunent of slavery in fevour of sny political party?
Thus it becams clear that the Mushauarat would only cooperats with
a party thai.pladgaé its support to iéa,nint points charter of demands
contained in the Awami Manshoor. It was mantioned in their Nonifesto
that juat as politicel pattiés'givs shaps to ihait_ptugramms in their
manifestoy, =+@Q:«* ohe

in-thair manifostescs, similarly the people too have a right to
farmulate their demands in tha ghaps of a mandate. Thes mandate

proparad by the Mushawarat comprises the following nine pointese
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(1) HReform in the educational system of the country.

{2) changd neaded in the E£lection systom.

{3) Raintaining a real telfare State.

{4) Sefeguarding tho Personal Law,

{5) Presssrvation of the Bother Tongue.

(6} Eotablishement of a Minority Board,

 (?).-93339zuatiaﬁvaf the basic character of the sducaticnal
institutions founded by any group or community. |

{8) Mfanagenant of Religions Trust.

{9) social Reforms,

the aforesaid nine points were based upon the ﬁoilnming throe

pirective Principlesy -

‘.1) The status of Indian Musliﬁu. although it may have besn
reduced in practice to that'br Qacgnd~czaas citizons, is
stili, in law and under the constitufkion, that of oqual
partnars in the Government of the countery,

2) uhatesver decision the Muslins take sust be in full caéf&tmlty
uith their claiam to heing Khair=e-Ummat., Thay should also
tzy to find a panacea for their own troubles and misfortunas
but should untxaut¥§£x3xt¢x£taﬁxn also try te heal the
woundod hearts of the millions of suffering hﬁmanity‘in
tha eonuntry. |

3) M#uslims should never forgot the fact thet thers is » consie

aarauan&cs: of nutual confidance hctwaén the majority and

tho minority coummunitjes. Thorefors, no step can be
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sucvossful unless it Pinds pasponse in thavpraénnﬂerant
san:ion»ar'thevmajority conmunity. -

# wmaating of thes Sajlis~s~-pamla af-tﬁéMMNahamarat was held on
13th, Bscenber 1965 at Delhi, which relsased & *Histaric Decision® in
regard to the statagy to bs adopted during tho Elections. it waa‘daelded
there that Muslims would support those cand;détas. irrespective of
roligion, caste or community and miihant any eonsiderat;un of thoir pazgy
alliences, uwho paasaa-thavfellbwing qualifigatisngg - |

1) They must bs liberal minded, fres from religious, communal,

provincisl end. linguistic narrovw aindednsss.

2) Their politicel ideas and charscter nust cunfitm to the

basic principles of the ideasls of peace, deanocracy and
secularism.

3) They should consider evary citizaa of the country as a

' ﬁtothit. irrespactive of religion or cummunxty,vcaébi ar
creed. Thay should tonfirm to thepsopls's nanifesto to a
greator axtent and obsy its spitit. |
it was the conesnsus of the meating that such candidates wsould
be fully entitled to ths votés of the flualinms and tﬁa ﬂajl;e-inMHshawarat
would not set up any candidats against themj nor shauld stend as s |
candidateo on behalf of the fSushavarat, and if sny office-boaorsr nf'tht
Najlis did atond es a candiﬂa:é. he would have to regign from ths offics,
The membera of the mushéwatat got the permisaion of the top leadership
to oppose any candidate or party who rejocted the aforesald objectives,

not only on & policy basies but also bscause of the candidates attachmont
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Cwith s particuise politicel party,

| Undoubtedly, the visws sentioned shove w the mi&'ﬁu decided

by tha Cantral lsadership of ths fushawarat spoak for the bassd sutlook
of m organtoution, Lut as hes boen seid esriier, a parallsl Lins of
thinking hod sirendy dovelopsd wikk which oss purdly mgfuva in chazectsr
and wes bassd upon en sati-Congress phoble. This suction had totslly
floutsd the sbove spirit at least in U,P., partisularly becauss c‘?f

DE. Setwmood®s inhssant politansss end the fear of gesing fusthur divisions
in eny alrsady oraking fuslis 1%&5:5&35 pre Faridi cas Igiiy in
agreonent with this nsgutive strategy and patticmnxly‘_ aftexr the

nesting of Dacumber 13, 1566 ho asctively advocatad this astrastegy.

Such & 1ine of action had bogged the flushessret doun with
contrsversys end the stand of Bushawaret sos oponly quostioned,. Far
removi.ig the anerging doubts, Or. @shmopd Pirst mrote & letter to
Ore Foridi, sand then selezasd an urgent statesant o the prass
{Nationel Herald 30th. Oscesbar, 1968 ) of shich sxtracte are given

belosy= | '
*It is Srus that the Majiis has .wnry strong grisventes

againat the Congreas for a nusher of things it has dono or nod

dons during thaos ningteen yRars .... Hut st the sess tinos the

Bajiis had 3%;6 adaitted that in view ajj Lba past hiatory ond

ideclogy of tha GCongrass, it alone gould be lookesd Torward to

- for the reslisastion of thaprincipies of guad government the

' gajite belfevad in. In these circumstancos the total opposie
tion to the candidates set up by the Congress could be thought
of had the Majlis indicated its praference for somoe othse party
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againet it ... The cendidates that ars going to be set up by the
Gongress elso can not e escluded from its spplicatiocn andg they cannot
bo donled the support (pf Sushzwerat) as & rule,

sanyhou, &= the prosident of All India @ajlis-e-Nushauaral
cannot allow any stktihnajlia to viclate the direction of ths
Centrol Majlis of to porsus & difforent Coursbge

Hosover, eii these political cermons of Gr. Mahmood remainsd
ineffoctive, and & generasl trend of anti-Congreesim snerged, parzticu-
larly in U.P. Both Or. faridi and Ali Mian sers in favour of teaching
8 lcoson to the Congross, and to covince the country that though
Huslims vers not in & ponition Lo form a government of their oun
choleco, thoy could ca:ﬁain;y disturd ths balﬁﬁcn of any particular
part%? It was this attitude, shich uss interprsted by Theodors,
P.Uright in the following wordss=~

"As the genersl trend was to oppose the Congress in

1967, Buslins sloo moMs their choice in the seze directdon,

what was novel about their politicel bshavicus, and in their

cespalign, was ths first organissd attenpt by soms fuslim

1sadars to bargain eith ths uarious partivs and to

dﬁlieﬁr'the vote, fo chichsver dandidats promisad the moat,

an thy assuaption that the minority wﬁxeﬁ is taken for

grantod is likely %o be ﬂiglﬁetﬁgg'

It is evident un an sbjoctive snalysis of thz Manshoor that the
Bushawarat was Srying to make its‘prasunci:f;;t in tha forms of o pressurs
group of Indien Muslios within the fraze work of Indian politics. Thés

sight haws boen a suoceaaful atteopt AT only tho pasitive sspact of the
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Manshoor was implemented by ite lsadership but the anti«fongress line
of tﬁiﬁking actually sabotaged the wvhole process, Another healthy
factor present in thes Manshdor wss an effirmative belief in the

Indian Constitution and the system of Govornment as well as a basic
agreencnt with ths concepts of secularism and desocracy. Instead of
fighting‘fg: rasarvatiaasAthey appaaled to the Busliin Community for
taking an equal part in the 1life of the nation, They Stried their best
to tuiate the exclusive Muslim problems with the common problems of
all the weaker sections, particularly the miﬁot&tiql?

Apart from this, they advocated the necosaity of creating a comaon
minorities, Bdatd to solve sume special problems of the minorities.
Inatead of the single ballot they made‘a plea. for thoe proportional ‘
representation system. e

the same type of demande anra‘uftaﬁ made by Or. feridi gnd\his

othor socialist associates in the recent paa&: They demandod that

the simple majority syatem of elaction must be replaced in the propore
tional representation system. Elections iIn"India, thaoy argahd‘.

should be contested by the parties, and not by individuals. Proportionsl
tepresentation, with a party list in & aulti-nember cunatttutaﬁc&e:
should be adopted, as'it is practiced in scme forty countries of the
world. under this system & voter is bound to vote for a programne

even though he may not 1like a certain candidate of a particular part}?

* 43 proportional representation, with a party 1ist &n multimember
constitulnciss dn this typs of election svery party submit a list of
candidates in each of the multimesbar consituencies. The voting is by
Joint clectorate and adult franchise. The vote is given to the whole
list and not to (individual candidates on the list. Each party or group
of people can submit a list for constesting all the scats in the consti-
tuency. The votes polled by each list ere then totalled up and divided
amongat the candidates proportinately according to a sat formula,®
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il - ﬁg;act;ng gf Coendidates.

The mushamarat entaxed the azection arana with high hapnu of
mualim aupport. tall alaima of an unbaiaed sﬁrategy along with it
ceme the insvitable diffarenaaa in its rank and'fila. A central
committeas fur 3 aolacting suitable candzdataa was uppaznted. mhicb
rematned almost inlffaatiwn mainly bacausa of thn fact that state units
of ths muahawarat had nil along enjnyad & near nbsnlute autnnamy.

| Tha etata‘unito solected tha candidata according eo thair own whims,
tupaditisneiea. and to suit thelr pereonal af?iliations. ithahgh
the diatrict cammxttans were elao appointed to raeommsnd tha namos
of auitabla candidaﬁns. the final cholce ramained in the hands of the
stata leadersﬁip. Therafore it is diffieult tu find out a uniform
pattern in tha entira praesse of aelenbing the dandidaena and the
supporﬁ axtﬂndeﬂ to them on behalf of the mushamatat?a

Tht leadsrship of the Muehauwarat had almaye amphasiaed tha
All India charactar of the organisation but thie superficial poetu:n

-got inta aarauua trobble when the Mushawarat complataly naglectaa
cettain atataa like Kashmir, the unly Urdu state with muelims in the
r P 1 K ‘“'wk\&
apertiun of the Muslim population is higher than in any other state
- (23%)e  The small rich packets of the Mnafim populatiqn in Kerala and
madras wereilaft-tu the Musliso Leoague - 2 constituent party of the |
Mushewarat. Thus it is clear that the fushavarat was sit_uﬁ only
for thséa arsan, wherse thq fluslims wers in diaaérgy. frustrated and
which had been the haartQLQnd a? the ptepartittan_puslim'Lcaguoa

The Rushauarat gat'ita biggest momentum in U.P. during the
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4:1éc$iqn'daya. pr. Faridi, had a complete swey over the Bushawarat
in this area. Hie post aseociations with the secialist parties and his
extroue ant&aﬁgng&qaatam could have resulted 1n-hathing but sizeable
support to the socialist candidates on hehalf'of tha'muphéuarat. Hera
a tough position was taken againét tha Congress candidétts. and_nd
Congress candidate for Parliement got the support of the aéahauarat |
except Mrs. Subhedara Joshi. Even 1n_hez sase the auppﬁrt;ikaht was”
Iﬁlhﬁ:ilit half-hearted, The gensral tendenéy was 25 sﬁnw disapprovai
of Congress policies. Yot the some peraonal racturAélayaq in tho favour
of 01ld Congressites like C.8. Gupte énd Ruzarfar Husain wga wore not
oppaésﬁ by‘éha muahawetatgi

Contrary to tho ¥.P. stratsgy, the other gstetes did not gdopt
such & tough line of action against the Congress, #a.a result in
8ihar as many‘aé 14 Congress candidates got the suppaort of the flushawarat
for axéctiana to Parliament. Similarly for the stats ﬁtsambly it supporte
ed 53 Qongressitiea. The Congress was auéported in almost all the
statos oxcept U.P., Usst Bongal and Meharashtra at the Assembly levels.
(See Yable No.1)  1n msharashira thé choice ?011 on the Rspublicean
party, with which talks of a minorities Gonfedezation were often
ropeated. The Muslims Jemset established by Rehat Meulei had already
ha:gaé into 1%% ~ Because of this equation its 4 (1) candidataa'fcr
Parlinmentary ssats and 6 (4) for Assembly seats were supported by

" the fushawarat. In Usst Sangal the approach of the Mushavarat was

similar to that of U.P. Hera ths state unit generelly boycotted the

COngrass‘and made an alliance uwith the United Pesoples left Front.
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'Tha hiain behind this étratcgy wag fir. ﬁﬁgggﬁwkabir, who wae 8 fluslim |
‘Hationalist, and had aorveﬂ in‘many top bositidns in the Cantral -
Govermment, It was §ery difficult to doubt his secular credentials.
At that time ho'had alreedy lert tha.céngrsss. and hia mind vas
- working on lines not dif?szant'?tﬁé thase of Or. faridz? Hors the
- mushawarat supported enblock the Bangla Congress and 1ta ather'prtnqra.
thﬁ‘ecG@Ib The c.#@t.’reneiwad support from-the Mushavarat in ell o
other states excepé in mybo#n.v The lack oraﬂgshawaratbbnlitlcal matu=
ity is éviénﬁt ?2§m~thn.factAthat the'ﬂab,ﬂg_gﬂioh‘haa all along
‘been regerded as the traditional rival of ths C.P.1. also got
a handful naﬁdﬁdahna»QUpéoited by the Mushawarat in fyocore, aﬁant'
- from isolated casss in UePuy B&hﬂé and fMeharashira. Even 8 Jan Sangh
eand;data was supported in Rajasthan at the Aseembly level.

A8 said eariiﬁt tha partios whiah ook advantes of Muelins
disiluaicnnent from thalaongress, partxculatzy in U.P. and Bihar
ware the P,S.P.. the S.P. and the Suatantra, Although the Swaddntre
party elready had an apen ellience with the Jan Sﬁugh Ln;gajaséhan.

and vas notorious for its pioniaraii leaninéf the mﬁshawarat

caurted Lt by suppérting 1&3'1? {(4) candidetes for Parliament
, v lonens ot
and 69(15) for Ascsembly seats. Housver, thia aaau&a%—hanaymnon
was disturbed soon when ths Seatantra party openly took a position
against the Arabs during the June 1967 conflict.
Anather unhaal thy bpot in the muchawvarat strategy was ite
encouragoment to indepdndent cendidates. In a_cnunttyliikd India; where

the trend of Aya Ram And Gaya Ram io well grounded, tha existance of
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indopendsnts ie an undemocratic pbhn&maﬂﬁﬂ‘. The Mushawarat supported
20 (3) euch .maépendenz candidates at the Parliementary lewel esnd
139 (2&) at sll Assembly 1§uela. (See the 7&610'No;'2)

on tha banis of the above facts and figures, 1% ia not carruat
tu}aay that the Mushawarat ieclated the nua;imt totally fron the
CGngéaao iﬁ 196?. This happaned anly'zﬁ u;ﬁ. anﬁ wgéi Bhngal. in
© theeo states the fushawarat gonerally followed tho 'cbngtnna Hateo!
‘pnlicy and playad to tha tune of nthaz oppnggz;;ﬁs part&sa. Hvuewar
in other states thu'cqngrasc cendidates shers of fushavarat support |
waaliscsx ét ?aritamantézy level and 21,5 dt Aasambiy lovels. (See
tablé Nh. 2) er courase it was not cnmmenaurats with a pi:ty of the
gignatic 8f2¢ of the cangrssa. '

sndoo

.
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11 - Wf OF_ELECTL
FALL OF ggsggwam:,

The Mushauerst wase set up primarily to root out communalism

from the cénﬁtri; It got much popularity by indulging iﬁsalf into
Aliggrh‘uvanta of 1968, and reachod the highest pinﬁiaiﬁ in pépulatlgy
d&ring the 1967 electicns. Unfortuanataly the last event proved 5‘,
turning point from share it started to see its bz?tuax fall. The
eloation resuits largely frustratod tha'high hqpam<af thé‘muélim.
lgadatahip.‘ﬁhich they had sntertained before part&cipatiaﬁlin:thn ale
elaétignéo Tha signs of thiaifaastratian'cnuld be sson in the sposches
made from the platforn of the first ever conference ofthe U.P, state
Muslim &aélisnnaaushauarat_held in Rampur in August 1967, Maulena P
Abul Hasen AlL Nadvi, who msotermingsd the enti-Congress strategy

in U.P, uns reflagt;ﬁa of the Mushausrat as sense ut failure but
axpressad 3 anrt of negative satisfection thét they had taught & lasson
to the Cangtas%% HoWaver, 1% is an incontrovetible fact that
uuahawarai had done no good either to the fuslim cnmmunlty o to
1tae1f by deciding to participate in the teneral Elaction.

Sume tempota:y gaine ln the form of a handful of seats are

not ths reel sources of benefit or pleaaure to tha community. 1%t .
left the Huslims where thay mnté with no clear 11na of action for

the futurdss In that rnapuct, the mushauarat nxparinnn% tiuixxlxaniinu
was a total failure. It naither gava thon & permnnant 1ine of action
for the future nor did it solve any of thair p:oblama. Evean in

. terms of its slsction gaine ite success was not significant. The



w 68 =

auﬁhamﬁzat had suported 135 (21) cendidates for election to Parlie-

ments éﬁt of them 42 (7) could entar thékﬁarllament; (sse baalc'un.a)
lfhé_ﬁnﬁ. Unit made a lot of ado about its marginal succees

in the slection oﬁ'thd piea that 11 out pffthe 38 candidates

supportad by it had won theParlienent Elections’

However, it vas by

no maana”a.gign&fiaant;ﬂehiawaﬁent in a largo state lika UsPy althbugh

it succaadsd in iis efforbts to wéan'away the Muslim vole from the
Cangiaas'at'suma placas, it d;d'aat aeffect the position or khq plight

| QfAtﬁe_énmmunity. aveﬁrthe total number. of Huslim Lagislators could

not go bsyond 26 of which as many as 8 maéa tongressiatas while the

numbst wag 27raf§9;'the tﬁird Genoral Election Q&shput,tha holy services

of the mﬂshawatat?v‘ {Ses Tablae 8§) ?h§£2~¢xpraiment-ih Rajasthaﬁ.

whera the Mushawarat unit supported Congress sandidates in 62633 to

' apposé gan:sangh -~ Suwatantra aLLianéaa, provided better results in
the form of rinat aver victory of fnur Congress men and 2 nnnmcnﬁg£§a¢

. Ruslims m;L.a'a to Ragaatﬁan-ﬁsgemaiy.' The other state which excelled.

' the UsP2 uﬁit‘ia performance was Bihﬁr. mhéra out of Sb candidates,

who ware sa@king aiactzon to ﬂari;amantvwith'ﬁuahamatat support, as

neéy g 10 becoeme auccéasrul. in Eﬁﬁﬁﬁgéﬁé%?toa. the anfi-Congrooe

| strategy resultad in nothing, but & moar total Tuin éf the . '
flushavarat candidates, as only one such cendidate could be returned to
the éaaembly. g£ven Ain U.P, tho zout of cﬁngréaa was not aolely

bhecause of the Dusiims aiienation from it. The‘congtaso ;aat 79

saats out of 13a, vhere the Mushawarat wes directly anaiweﬁ, while

i aisn';ast 146 aaaté out of 289 in othéi conatituencies uhora the
fushawarat was natnznvolvad. In thia way the propnetinn of .Congroas

lossas dus to the so Galled Mushausrat comppigning wme not more than

8428 per can%? fhe Congress in fact started losing its grip right
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after the military sot back ab the hands of Rkmmx China in 1962,
1t sufforod iﬁs unexpeoted daréaka at soms places 1£3¢'aétohag
Farsukhebad and Rajkot in 1968, The ever incraasing corsuption,
rising é:&ctu and’ﬁndaaﬁak'annrxigt of 1968 wuta-thé factors which hnlpoé
,iw craating an snti-Congress atmasphere in the'gnuqttsg .
Aﬂ;éﬁatndvaatiiﬁr.\mushawurat was sot up with tha avousd
| intanatau'ér apadicating comnunalism from the country, but because’
of its anﬁiocangt&aa aua;ute. it iﬁniiaotxy»ancquragad tho communal
slonents in the sence tha§ in soms cases Muslim's opposition to the |
4 Congrass ﬁa;pad thé parties liko ian gengh to gicw pattzsﬁlanly in '
U Pe andl81haz; For inetance it happgnﬂd in Doomisi Genj constitusncy
where Adeal Abbasl, i Cangtess cnﬂaiﬂata uas dafeatsd by hls\aan'Sangh_
rivalthGAﬂsn the Mushawarat wes busy éhati'inxtuppntﬁin; ' awatnntiu
party candidatds o |

Thus, 1 is olear that the mushasarat witbingly or unmittingly
nade thé‘mat;ati Qagy ruc‘thn Jan SQﬂgb. whish semerged as tho second
largest perty after the Congrwss in the UsP, Asssably after tho
Elsction. The ﬁuaﬁ&a lsadership tealissd its nistake when the
aén simgh had ms ﬂd gharagter aftor ega_m‘g into the
powey in §¢v.0.'§ Governaent. BOwolides, their many maﬁ&izn who ouud‘
their victory in the ﬁicat&au want back their pledges givin to the
fiuehawarat. ‘The d&aAppaintmant at this tunn of svents vas axnguacd
by no leaa a pereon than Or. Feridi himsalf in his ﬁ:asidantial
nﬂdtasa in the u.a. State Ruslin MajliaaéwaushaNAtat conferanc-.

aampun; sn the follasing wordate



- 66 -

*It is alasg a pity thet even t8e Muslim Majlis~ee
MQéﬁﬁwath supportad membar's, nUmbabing 37 incluﬁing
8 meabere {Muclims) are ngt‘raising their volice againsit the high

handfdiiasn of the Jan Sengh, On the contrary they ara

weskliy submitting tc the threate. These selfish psople
aryg af:aid of a miaa:erm election, and gaen‘go remain
Mel.A's or fiinisters at all costs for as long as possible
thay can. At that $ise we were not free in matters of
aai@atiag tha candidatea'but in future we mgll select

acsording to our oun willd

The Mushawarat lsadspship failed o nmake Muéhamarat as - ¢he
sould spokeman or reprassniative organ of tha Muslim community.
.Althuugh oneg can nct scientificaily dJdemoastrates the impéct
of Hushawarat on the Muslia mind, it must bs admitted that it
had:bruken-sama ice in U.P. and Bihar. In thase arsas a majosr .
section of the community suid goadbye te their earlier practice
of voting enklock in the fawoup of the Congress. though in
the 4th. Genergl Elsction the Longress blessed 31 Musiims
candidates for Parliamentary £lection, only 14 beacome successful
while after 1962, they ware 17 out of 27 tickst holders, It shaws
a some slight changa in ths thinkiﬂg'af.Muslim community. Houwever
the support which fiushawarat zeceived fran ﬁhe Nusiims in 1967
was not as whole~-haarted as the suppart received ﬁy the Muslim
iLoagus in pre-pariitiosn India. Unduubtadiy, the flushavzrat
found itself unabls to convinge tﬁa minds of the younger .
generation of the community, and did not préviae'an adeqguate anéwer

to their probiemss>
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' flany factorswere reaponsible for the doom of NMushawarat in its
aléctoral atartegy. One factar contributing to the fallure of the
Mushawarat according to Paulana fluslim was that of withdrewal of
Jamaat-e-1slami, which was camparatiﬁaiy most organised eagmﬁnélﬁ
with an appeal to a sizeable section of the Muslim community, the
utharmieé non~committed and self interested é;rann'a ceme forthhe
and oxploited the opportunity provided by»tha‘Elacéiana. and suhatqueht-

ly harmed the spirit and the character of the organiaatloif &n

the eyss of Maulans Abul Hasan Nadit. Dr. Mahaood and his incapabildty
as a leader coupled with his failed physique and strong pro-congressisa
~ware the other reascns which brought #bout t;; fall of the Mushawarat,
He also desagreed with those cho regarded the collective leadership

of the Mushawarat as an Q@ternative to the unaveilbility of an
individual charasmatic laadarahxg§ According to Maulana Ali Mian
flushavarat was not trus to the idesl,- Invths eyes of Dolhi group,

it was none but Dr. fFaridi, who ruined the ptoapéct§~nt the

Ranshoor of tbe'muahawérat. Later on Maulana #anzacr Noomeni

viewed the game., An open rift had coms to Séé;furfacc in the

meeting held after ths elesctions. According to Or. Mahmood the
gajority of ths membors were in favour of oxpilling Or. Faridi

from the organisation but ALl Mian convinced Dr. méhmoud about
unquestionable loyalgy of Dr. Faridi to the~€%ganzaatian. The men

1ike Dre Mahmoad waraAfully‘canvincld that thes negative strategy adapted
by the Lucknow group hed defaatcd_tha very putpﬁai of tho Mushawarat's

M v .
establishment. On the other hand/diminished the chances of victory

of somo non-Muslim sympathisera of the Muslim community., Apart from
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1§. 1t.had oreated a permenant gul?‘bstiaon the Delhi gréup and Lucknow
group of tha leadozsh&p. Thia could be pcrceiwad in ehe abaenca of

iupowtane persnnalitlaa 1ike Dr. ﬂahmnuﬁ. and unfﬁt Atnuqut Rahman
from ths first confaocrence of U.P, State ﬂaJlia.a.Musﬁawarat. hold in

- Augnat 1967, Not nmany days aasaﬂd art-: that whan or. uahuaad fnuﬂd

himoelf nawhorn and a:nt his 1aeignat1an. But tha reaignatiun vas

~ not puh&iahed. and it gas made out that his absencﬁ ues due bo his
physical inahilitﬁ. According to Or. Mahmood himself ha4had'b-camn‘a"
silanﬁ apectatct,,juat to save the quanisatlan from n:eakingvintq
pisces. More or lsas the ssme line was adoptad“byAtha men of kanuut-l
e=Iglanl and man like Banzoor Noomand who had ta'onq tine baon the heart
_and sould of the Bushawarat.

The attitude of Dr. Feridi broughe ehuut tha ﬂuathetnt st a
point mhere it should have elthur benouﬁ a veritable pol&tical party
na to usa its d&ixntcgratinn in tuwo p&ecﬁa. The f:rat tourse way was
against the aspirit of Janasteg-Islami and tha ﬂulhi group while thas
other was againat the vary nbﬁﬁietﬁv;sof the usganiaat&an. as the\lnl
.mﬁshawarat'uaa séh4up to units the Inﬁign ﬂu5$$§§ on'singln platefarm,
 Accord£ng to fMoulans ALL Mian & mid way was adopted and it uvas docided
to transform the U.P, State dnit intn s éﬁpazatn politiésl party undey
the name of U.f, Buslia Bajiis, as & constifuent part of the All India
Musliim méjliana~muuhawaza§?

This decision was an snulation of the pattern of iuslin League
‘Inadarabin in Horthern India, Or. Faridi expreesed it very clearly
4n inaugural ssseion of the Muslim Be jlisec-flyshawarat when ho said
’thsg ohly the politina;‘ttatins'euulé solvn.iha prnh;ams;af the conmulit
Un
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- uqdnnhtadiy, such an'epptnaeh was sgainst the very spirit of the
fushawarat as gaait\au§ in 1964, The atory does not end here, the
Ruslim League aleo forced Ats entry into the north and decided to
patticipats in the Election of ?9?1. Although tha decision cas contrary
to their earlier promises, It was not'dnpalttiaél-m§£n1y hecauaa‘ﬁf
the bssic similerly of approach bstussn Muslim League and Muslim
Majiis, extept soms porsonal clashes in thelr leaderships, All these
sorry hﬂpbaﬂiag ngdtd no feathars to' the cap of Muslim leadership but
aﬂl§'dividad itg ranks, end narked the fell of All India Muslinm tiajlic=
e-Bushevarat. How ineffective the Mushmwarat hae hocoms in its action
is evident from the Fact that duapitb many efforts it has misserabily
failed to bridgs up the gulf batwoen the Muslim Loague end Mislim
Majlis, although both are the squsl partnsrs in thostrategy sysbolised
by ALl Indis Buslim ﬁajLis~twmughamannt.‘ The erganisation fs agunkk

- actually new shruok into the personality ?? RuPti Ateequr Rahman in |
Oelhi, Its other constitumnts a¥e nat more enthusisstic to eouéatat.
with esch other. In U.P, it has almpst become a‘doad'ho?it becauee

of the setting up of Muslim Majlis, as & separste Organisation has
been bﬁiid an the ashes of the earatuhile 9.5: Unit of all Indie
majl&auauﬁqahawaratg In Andhra Pradash too butﬁ ?améer-a-ﬂiaxet and
fttihadul mnslégin wsga at logger haadségainst'iich other during

the last Eieetiént. Thus it can be said that the partickpation of the
Mushawarat in 1967 Elections was a girievous mistake and has only
resulted in reducing the fushavarat to ﬁho status of a,paper‘tige:c

A .
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Tha.aqteing up of thi‘ﬂaahgwarat in 1964, was a vary aignificent
svent in.the politics of Indien Muslias, ‘?b saythis La dah‘tu 1mpiy
that it marked any revolution in the political thinking a}'lndian |
fusling, 02 §hét they made a camplgtn‘hraak uith theié past in ﬁal&tiéq.
Surely‘khn Muslio paiztieé still hinges ﬁraund the séﬁavold principles
which éhazacéﬁriés& their attitude pafaia thas bizth of the Mushawarat,
fluslime paii%ica%htillunﬁaetain. auapiﬁicﬁlg and moves hers and thers
in their course of making a-pélit&aai‘ehnaaﬂw |

1t aan, hnmaéer. ba sefid that in rospoct of its composition,
and,bulxtiaax back=§round iha'rxsa'uf the flushawarat vas qunl&tﬁﬁ@oly
diffetent\fraa their past axpru:imanﬁé.' n;thaugh ngiatau&-uiame-é-
Hind had aluays sxisted even before the partition and atill does
cparate as s prcisngg géaup in free Indias, it is basically different
* from the auahawafae in tho sence that the roréazxzs primaﬁ&iy Y
réngioua orgaﬂiaahinﬁ. whigh in pulitica.haé ha'exlntenca mithnut
tys cangrhsa.. Even though the Mushawarat aiéa based its stratogy upon
‘the a»émll ‘iaimim‘ shich were aluays raigsed by 3&5113&-;11*01&&3, but
~ unlike the Jemiat, the muahﬁmnrat mada Gengaiao§ their mainWwhipping
atick a3s baing responsible for Musiim griavanecg; This was tha main
rsasan why a 1a§§n‘a§ctinn af.seniat tould not psasuadg'iteumr to
cooperate with the Mushawarat bscause in its exfetance and growth

thoy saw their own decline and death. Evan men 1ike Asad Madni,
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withdrew thebt associstion with the fushawarat as sboﬁ‘aé:thay ,
' ,§aaL1aaﬂ'tha supﬁeiié?diéazngy betuwssn the two.  That§ is no doubt
that the Aded graup unfoundly levelled tha chargg of tha'pzadamtnahci_
of Jemant-o-Islemi ovor theIMQabawaraﬁ."alléait in-humar&cnl torms
1tvwaa qung. although correct tnvaﬁmcéﬁuﬁﬁnt‘nn the quasiion aof having
idevlogical control. for instaende ﬁhﬁh the 3amiatlntagid ite withdraval
from the Mushawarst, out 6? tuantysaven members in the Executive
Cauncii'thnra were a8 many as poven from tho Jamint‘ﬁna four from
the Congress, whilet the jamaatﬁe-lslani had only a8 neagre reprasneatinu
of tude '

sﬁothn pa.ﬂﬁtﬁr to ths Jamiat's hasuiuty towards the muahamut’
is szen in tha fadt thet after thsir withdrawai from the muahamarnt

rat, thay forbade eny nenbor of the Janiat, to have any
| masociation with the mughawarat pven in his individuel capecity. This
is 1nssi§e of the fact that tha-aamiaé has no ¢laime to being a politicel
perty and ite menberte are allowed to join eny politicel party of
their choice. This stance of the Janiat gave rise to secious d&ffifon~
cas in 1£a rénkn, and conaequently an aéggétant saétion af it under
th9 1sadensh1p of uafei Ateoqur anhﬁan gontinued aith théie.alzianutc
with the Bushawazat.

The aforasaid rift betusen the 3amiat and . the méshauaxGS was _
not based upon ideological principalos but on r&vu&zia?bﬁnaracad by

My

pouver politifs, This iﬁaﬁlagtcax hatrngan&ty, as heo alresdy boen

. Whegendk o
sald was ubgerobt-ub tga ”°f’ composition of the ergaﬁiaation.<anﬁ what

now camo to the force wag an ineu;tabia rasult of these revalrica.
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xn thy foregaing ahapta:. wp have seen how the tma of tha pliliars
af the Mughawarat; namalya Bza mahmnod and Qaa Faniﬁi ware puxaa
spart in thosr thinhing. The fact of these differences crepping up
at this stage canﬁstme only the hcilawnaus of the Lmagn of unity
struck by the Hlushauarat st the tima of its birth in 1953

?ha muahawaﬁat pas auuhtzesa sbroth pzﬂpared with the labour

uf so mnny Sooka. at~a time whsn the very sxistence of the Ruslim
Community was ﬁhfaatshcﬂvby the ftgquent put &réakg bf_cuamunal

riots in tha‘gauntry thaac-hnttpganious‘grcup hgd‘gnteraﬂ into ﬁhat ney b
bes callsd a méaniagﬁ aof conviance proapted by certain Imnediate wads.

But thsoe divargﬂnt graup could nnvar.fcrgot their respective political
intoresteé, A foretost of thege'ﬂiffarancai could be heard sven in its
1naugugal sassion at Lgcunnw._ The vhole edifice of the Rushawarat

wag Pounded on the @éiaﬁs of xazigzoh and faith in God, There were

aa&é +ho adspaciad that Or. mﬂhmnnd eag bqing dictated to by maﬁlann

Asud Madni, while the Moulana himeelf complained that Dr. Ssheb had

- been playing in to the hands of the aamaatsaaxalamie

warat was doubtless s glaring fallure of Nationalist Muslims in India,

who were often branded as official Mucliame, For it wae @ blow to tha&:
vdazkanad poilicy fhtmulatsn in tha Lucknow Banvantion aof 1047, namely
that fuslims would thence fo:th partitipate &n the nationel palitics,
nnt.tﬂgugh exclusive but Joint national parties. Although tho
ﬂuahawarat leadership took apac&él care not to call it a tﬁpﬁtetﬁ‘
palitlca& oza&n&a&tiog Yot o feeling grew emong many of them that

the Lucknow conwentiéﬁlggd done more hatm to the interest of the
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uu»lim community as & whole, and ssrvad an}y the znteteat of fau Muslim
Andividuals. There is no pa&ntLaayzng that withdraw& from party
politics, by the Musliw organlaatton rendered them ineffective oven
- in oﬁhar f&aid# = gsoclal, acannmic.-aducatianal? Thay ganoraxlyvhéd
auth&ng f:uxtgul to do axcapt ta vest their enﬁtgtoa in ractibn
| figgt;ng. all that thay have tt&ad to do, durxng this ontire period
haaABaan‘an endeavour to aceuese &hg adninistreticn chen eny communal
: tist.aacured aad to contributs soms ralief and rehabilitation work
in the af?fected arsea, Thore 3o generally é'laak of mass pnlitzctza-
'eion and uac'ume of political loadorship in the cammunity.
| 1he ma&hamurat was 38t up with the avamad Antention to i1l thiu
uaéuuma. ‘But baaauag of inherent hollawness in its very texturs it
wagn axgeady on iia maﬁ to ?né&ng into nbéﬂutitg. Asseasing ito porforme
snee in vecent yﬁaﬁ's that its entire ncﬁiavsment 18 linited to meete
ing onca a year, anywhara in the ccuntfy ang“yéiced itn eriticiem wpon
Wghe gavaznmnnh in the‘ gﬁtcd language and phnaoialagy on st
’ issues, Yo aay that the Bushavavatits hirah vas. a,polltical set bagk
ta tha nationeliat musl&na in not ta mely that it cave a new 1oaan
of 1ife to tha wuallm faague as is sametimaa £§§£Q§§§ in certain
QU&¥%9?S2 zt noverthaeless ias a Tact that tha iine of thinking of a
cettain aéc#lan in 4t vas similar to, at iime fdontical withy the
Muslim League, Thie garhapa why the Mnslim League has aluays baan and
.etill ie a pa:tﬂar 1n tha confaderation; '

In the palitieal idicm. the szhamarat can anly be ﬂuacribed as
a conmon plata?nrm ror the vorious fuslim parties. to forgo e super-

. Piciel alifenca by apguslxng to tho emotions of the aammunityi but
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without any sound guidence and constitutional programme of action.
apposed to

As & whola the Mughavarat waa%ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁﬂﬂm the idea of &n sxcludive
party of Bualims on All inéia.toéel. ‘1t was partly becauss of perti-
_nent foar of clash betussn its various constitudnt parte of different
regional levels, and partly out of fear of repraisal from the ma jority
éa a.whaia% Thus it can be concludsd that the Hushavarat was not
sstablishad on a firm foundhtion, and instead of the quality of self
' gonfidencs and assufance, Lis leador's ware viatiﬁa of a fear complex
and incertainity. i i

Thike it ia clear that it ‘uas not the ESEELP? aeeting up on the
fushawarat, which was urongs but the issuss in which it get fnto ‘
involve itsslf, ond the clash of interssts in its constituent parts,
which wzaught it doom. Instead of trying to serve the 5dueatlonal
and politicﬂétnanamic interssts of the cunmun&ty in & ccuntty iike
Indin, tapidly haading,tqma:ds Induatrialization; thay fell an easy

victim to conservatiss and politicel otthodoxy. Although styling

itsalf as & non-politidal ptgenisatian. it stubbornly perticppated

in politica. On the top of sil this they plunged into the Electfon

acona of 1967, without politicising or educating the Muslim massea
propeslys As a rasult of such participaﬁionﬁ on the one hand, their
faith in thedir oun cepabilities staggered, aéd on the othar hand thay
made theirp crédantiaxq squecﬁ in the eyss of the majority. The
Congreas took the organisation as its politicsl rival, but the Hindu
axtroniats rsaéﬁﬁd it more sharply and vehamentlytg

The Mushawarat slways aido-tracked the questions of modernisetion

and of contomporary ralovencs., It nover chalked out a programme of
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naﬁiun-ﬂurwthavccmmunity to mest the pertinent cﬁallﬂngea»tgpaaad'by
modern, technical get up uf the country. Instead of it the ﬁushawafat
~always highlighted those Lssuia, wﬁich wers caﬁcainsﬂ more with the |
exotions of the Muslim caﬁmunity. Thié the muéhiwatag can beet be des~ \
cribed es a gatég expresaian of a&alzn conservatiom. Ths sver present
issues on its aﬁandé wara'genarsixy ths communal riots, Muslin parapnél

- daw, Urdu and Aligagh #uslim University. . One. should not forget the fact,

‘thet these véry iaaﬁhc afa the breath end aaﬁ&maf'canae:vat;va organi=
sations like Jemant-s-Islani end Janiet-ulUlema, By and large ihauo
issuss afe gnncarnad.mith tha saotions of the mmslima._ The saﬁa typas
of emotionalien is ﬁafiaﬁtn& in thevahméaiélagy of the Resolutions,
ptaseﬁ by the Mushawarat during the aéﬂgla owsh criciss AithaugpA‘

much of the arit&&ism~appéa§ing in the National Oross was 41l founded

yat'it gan fot be donied thut the fushewacrst sveided ueing the tern

'ﬂaagia poah'y and deascribed hﬁavdiggutad tarritory as East Pakistan,

ggf?t-ffom_xig tha Rosolution jlargely reflected ths desire of a vast
majority of Incian Muslima, who did not went to 838 the skxttmmusdise

integration or bifurcation of Pekistan, Even sa 4t ahmu;d-nn£~h§

uﬂderatand:aa an antinational atanca, paxtiaulnrly because since the
region in déapﬁtn was not t1114than,faaégnieéd by India itoelf,
sams_aanaiéc be sald with segard to the Muslim ﬁirs&hai tLaw, a'
ehange in mhich méuld menn, to.many; a changs ?rum‘nrthodnxy to'
médaﬁnitya The muéhaiaratg however, aluays hal& Perasonal Law as
sancrosent like the cardinal ppineiplé of the reliclon. In many
resoluticns of the Bushawarat, eny move to liberalise fslem vas

considered blesphomous or kuftzz'
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S&milar%;ha muahgwazat‘a'ﬁenaﬂd ?o£ prapérﬁianﬁl xapgesentatiuﬁ.
inspite of bégng demaetatip,aluaaas its meaning and ubility in thn.aontht
of 1£a,gbliticas It might hava raduced the chance of gég&aentétxan of
"ubtea on the basis of casts, region and other beteéial conaideeatluns.'
but at the same time it was caloulated o beost ﬁualim cansorvatiaon,
should thoy cﬁpaaﬁ to ﬁa&ly'a raunﬂ_an'ﬁrgaﬂiaatibn lika the
‘mushawérez.

_thauqﬁtra-ﬂat&néﬁliett aad secular elemante af tha cnuﬁtiy branded
the &uﬁhawanatvas as c&mmunu; nggauiaatlagf as did the Hindu resction-

aries égainst it The Judgamanhvéf tﬁzc‘aa:ﬁ is surely one sided.
Thore would have been no Bushawarat, had hhaxﬁnoi_bean‘en;dﬁn—inding
chai@la? anti Musiim viote in.zhg couﬁgry; ‘e must accept without
any ressrvations, that thers aru-eortain probloms faced by thi'muslim -
| cammﬂn&ey'in the country. Thay are not the aquai partnaxa 1& tho pro=
graes and ptoagégity.af‘f&as InQiat and s&ﬁca they are a part of ﬁhib
~ country as such thein‘govarﬁy is thu-pdverty‘nf the nétioﬂ. Tﬁo
Ccngreaa.misétaﬁly failed te‘undetataﬁd theis mulﬁipié dif?icuitias;
- If ths muagim véicaﬁ their grisvences, as they x have a tight tog this
.ﬂasé not maks them comminalists, Of cauésa. to exploit their griocvances
fni ;nlitiaal gains.hawaéar. is certainly condemnable. Conmunalism can’

be pradticed both by an individual and @ party. Thus it will be wrong

to prosuns that ths NBushawvarat was cﬁmmuhaz in its 6339&53; Howaver,
izgnawn clashes of intarests, and a #nculxsw_line of thinging'uorking
under Xk its banner did gave rise to the possibility of s communal
agﬁgcacho That exclusiviasm auba&quenﬁiy found exprosssions in the

form of the enmergence of the uuglim'ﬁajlis-and the entry of Nualinm Ltngﬁn
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in sarthsfﬁ India, _

In tact any taik of rallying the votera of one acmmunity sound
any singls organisation can onky give bivch to communalism and ssotasian
out lao& "The Muahawarat also ran into the risk of eummunal&em the

griavancos
moment Lt trisd to project tho YHNEREES and problems of only one
conmunity ~V€ha.mualims.4aad inspite of multsfaziouq qzvarsitiaa and
differéneas tried to a§§4k¢ the image of Muslime ae one yn&fged-comﬁunity.
It uas in pareéanca of this policy that Lt based &ta sntire strategy
in fourth General Elections on the-basis of ‘NMuslim Interest' only.
8ut it waa‘nothihg new or ankﬁown iﬂ'the“Ind£an politics, the Musha=
‘wa:at was the only but one of such ckgaaiaatiaﬂ ag had all alang baan
explaiting the santimanﬁc of a particuler ssction of socioty.

1% 43 again incorrect to acouse tha Bushawarat in 1964, of
ssparating the Muslime Prom the National meinstream. In a country
with diverze castes, communities, vaéiana and pockets of culture,
wnetsfeﬁary diatirct is domposite unit of a cuitura end a wordd
in itself, 1t is futile to telk about one single mainstream. - The
munhauanat also pleaded in vain in. Juatzfinaaian u? ita stand that
it atuod far the problems of all minorities in india. for the isasues
thoy took up wers eaclusively of interest to the obscrunatist élemcnto
in the muélim-aammunity. It waa.inéonninvala that oﬁhwr'communitiaa
or atganiaatiun& mould zand thelr support taifﬁa muahauataﬁixa_daaling |

‘ uﬂdua gsantimentslism

in dealing with thess problems landed the ﬂuslima\deop in thﬁ.abysg of

isolation and provided other with &n apportunity to accuss tho Muslims
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of boing éapa:atiataa' The reason for such a situation is the
bzedamingﬁaa of ahénrunatiai'alamenta in the fuslim 1aadstah£p; and
the fallure of the liberal eant&ona‘cd risa to the situation and.guidt
the comaunity for reasons af its owne o |

The failues af tha mushamarat to deliuar the goods to tha
,cammunity er the cauntgy addad one more inatanea in the experimental
poiitice of the Muslin mmunity in India, uhich ie still in transie
V_tion.- This nat anly generatad frustration in the nind of the aommon
.muaiim but a&#n tuinod Ehavpraapﬂaté of a promising organisaticn,
bseaﬁaa af tha vonflict of uaatedvintsraata‘ana patty politics among

ths different constitudsd groups inside the Drganisation,
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‘See the Prosidential address of Irs Mahmood im Delhi

Convention of 1961
mha Radiance, Weekly # Gataberf¥0¢ 19654
Mﬁn&ﬁﬁa Abul Hasan Ald Ka@vi, stated 4% in.a courge of

 an Antsrvisw, published in ﬁidai‘millaxg Iucknov 3

February 21, i???a

- The Aljamiat Veekly s 2nd 3uiy 19?1, tmehavarat, Tesses

. ur Siyssi Pas-e-Manpar = Dr. ahmoods

S5
6.

Te .

Se
9e

40, -
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The Badience, Weokly Delhi 3 August 28, 1966 Pt

_ﬁi&aiwewﬂillaﬁg Incknow ¢ 3rd Januery 1971 - An Statement

of Mres Zuiliqar Ulleh, Vico-Chairman of U.P.Muslin Mnjlds.
Dry MehnooG, Rissla—e~Dwem, June-July 1971, Page 8

Satd Mufti Ateegur Rahman, the President of the Mushawarats

Dre Mahuood, Pisaln Tawam, opoit, and specinl Losue of Dorul
Musanifin Azampurh on Ir. Fehmood. -

Mufti Ateoqur Dohmen, said 1t in an interview, published in

the Fidai-Millat, Lucknow, Septomber 12, 1871 For details,
see the Resolution passed in the mecting of the Imshewsrat,
held in Pebruary, 1971 |

Thie %ypa'af‘a@prnach in.refleétaﬁ &y ﬁaehuanﬁ overy

resolution of the uphawvarat regarding Fuclin Personsl Laﬁ-

For instance, see its Resolutions of 20~21et May, 1970.

It wes demanded that the Persénai Iav of different Communities
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‘s&cmld be safegunrded, rwomenﬂing thet if méasaery the
Constitution chould also be smendeds In £abt tho quostion
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