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PREFPACE

e Hew Left in Franoce has Deen a sudjeat of
intense controversy during leter 19608 nnd oarly
10708, The present work is a soloBt attempt ut
sovieving and elarifying some major controvergial
anpsots of the “Hew Left" phenomensn, Indesd, thie
movemant has booh 80 complex that it received no
encoursging respunse from the 016 Lefe, Pﬂ&sapﬁ,
the Jatter 4id not mweognize it a8 the woice of
protest ageinst tho oppressive nsture of the state
‘machinery in Pranee, Sinos then major differences
arose in regard o the methodclogy $Aoptsd by the
“lew Left® for sooisl change; it was viewed not
only as impractioal hut also countersculture, Henoe
soms 014 Left intellectusl activists charactericed
it as too “%wtm* and too “infantile™ to b ascepted
a8 sn sffective vohiele for systemie change. 49 &
result, the movemont not only suffercd from the
Support of the PUF but 1t alsoe met vith apathetio
rasponss fron the x&nwél meps of the pevple in
Fremcs, In tho process it led to its break.up into
é’ﬁﬁ#@&l splinter groups which are yet %o mabe aﬁy
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significant brenk through in the ,W‘W politics
of France,

I owe debdt of @atiﬂ&m to a nuabesr of people
who helped ne in a wife voriety of waysevith
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ooaplstion of this work, In purﬁiw&w T have the
plessure to mention the intelligent and patient
gutdence given by Dr, 1,8,Choprs, (my Supsrvisor,
in tho Centre for Amesicsn and Lest Earopsan
Studton), Without his help the thesis myy not have
sesn the light of the day. Desides I would 1like to
expross ny infebtednsss to De, 5,5evira) and
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Juweharlal Behira UnSwesity, for taking keon interest
in the propross of ay work, I em egueliy thankful
0 u mumber of oy friends ood olders like B.Bange.
rajany K Bankrishns, /1,5,0e88, 4.K.Deb, K,C.Gwaln,
7.8, 0usin end PN, Lenka for their invaluable contrie
bution in terss of afivics, suggestfons and oritiolsn
for the oompletion of this difficult subject of
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INTRODUGCTION



Though the Hew Left gs a movement hed its origin
in the UK, in 1967 4t was in the U,3,4, thst it bocase
foroe t0 reckon with, Started by the American youth
anfl called the Dleck movement, At resulted in the
- growing involvement of upper middie clase studante
with a view £o0 chenging the soeis) systen, In gourse
of tize the Hew Left movemont zimw the boundige
ries of the U,8,5, and spresd o Westem Furcps, 4
significant group of French stuflents heving Left
lognings lont thelr ears to the fdess and f8sues
outflowing £rom the ¥,5,5, and sucoesded in giving
g now shaps and dimension to the novement, 48 o result,
theve Docured the stifent.worker vevolt in Prenge
in 1068, |

fotwithatanding the fast that the leslers of the
Uew Left wore essentinlly drowh from the affluent wppor
- middle strata, they 414 have Gefinits belisfe and
14¢ology, even if o start with a negative one, It 18
regative in tho senss thst the aim of the mivement
firstly wed to liborate pecple from the iongestanding
illusory ideodlogy of the traditional "Left® parties,
Gestndly, it wos to 1iborste them from the Gppressive
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stato machinery. ©Lvon tho zoal of setting up a fow
soviety 18 worded negatively, It says that it “does
not give soope to the filusions of the bourgedis nor
the feforaist Commmist practicss®,

Tho Hew Left believed in freedom anl demoorecy
and suhsoribed 10 o synthesis of all thst 4is best in
demooracy and Marxism, [Dven vithin demoorasy, partie
elpatory dencorncy wes stresssd gs 1t bore o M&tb ,
tionary notton, Thus the ideclogy end tho entire
approach Of the Hew Left can be discerned from the
composite vhole of purticipatory democracy snf Marxism,

One more elomont of novelty in the New Laft
thinking is its glorification of viclencs. The lealsrs
of the few Luoft maintained that vitlence is necessary
to overthrow the existing soolal system.

Sosides, thay Lelieved in 4laletical ressoning,
ol scolal rovolution. which endowed !’:-.m' tdevlogy with
gxtreme rodicelism,

The presont Gissortation alos st studging the
How foft in Pranoe between 1988 andl 1973,

The Hew Loft movement started there in the
lotter helf of the sixtion, In the yesr 1043 1t So0k
& nov tum ond spresd over o neighdouring sountries,
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A% thot time three etlogies wore dominant throo.
ghout France s+ the Right, Left ond New Left, Ironi.
onily the existence of tho rightist o leftist Hed.
lozies gave an wided impstus to the growth of the
‘Hew Left 1dcology, While the rightiest politissl
partios 414 not withstand the soclel frritetions end
politiscal uprisings saong the vorkers, the leftists
politioal parties represented by the Communist Party
(PCF) wa allsnsted from the oore section of workers
dus to the workora’ Mmﬂtfmvﬁm of the way it vas
functioning. Thus the process of alienation of the
(PCFy smeped dnto worisr participation sy well a8
into gzﬁ@tiﬂm This is when French svsioty transformed
itself into sn urbden amd infustrial formation from the

rural one, In the incressing industrial sxpansion,
the wark.fores increased monitold, 7The workers ware
donsofons of their rights and involvement in the mans.
goment of infustriss, Thus the pordod of the exploe
sion Of clefe consoicusness anong the workews in
France, helpel ths stufonts from Paris and other Unis
voraitiss with thelr nowly aoquired Vew Left leanings
to opganize themselves in ordor to find solutions tO
the fnmediate problems of chaos ood confusion,

The workers resdily accepted the cali of the

students snd formed diffevent Orgenizstions, The wost
uportant organisations were the Union of Communist
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Youth (WICFy, the Union of Yound Farmars (CHJA) ate,
The politiecsnl uprisings from 1968 onwards were due
in tho maln te tho porticipation of the New Loft
orgeni 2aticas, organizers and the workers,

The period 1968 to m‘zs engages on attention Be-
cause 1t 18 4ip early 1968 thot the Hew Left movenmant
gothered mompntum, Fron 1970 onwar@s it showed &
tendonoy of docdine. Dy the end of 1073 it slowed
down in such & mannor that people seidon talhked about
it, dut the power structure in Proncs was alive to it,
Do better exanple of this can ba given than by stating
#hat even those who eonsidered the mmne in 1888
o8 s force ond opposed it vehsmently think of it now
as withering vay, |

The revolt or the movement launched by the How
left oould not suacesd baoauss of various ressons,
Absonce of mass support is an impoﬁéne one, Hevorthe.
~ less the movement oould not be said to be either o
total fallure or a8 comletely snded, But it hns
splintercd into many groups, such ss the Hosa Luxenburg
group, Trostakyite group, Sartre's greup, philosopbiosl
Gooioty, ete,

" Chapter I deals with the gonosis and development
of the How Loft as o movemont 4n the world, In this
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4
the faoctors that led to ite @%&tmn, its
spreasll to America. and its reappoarance in Western
Burops will bs studfed,

Chaptes II goss into the beliefs and idevlogy
- 48 they hove come to Lo ascepted by the losters of the
Hew Left moversnt, In this the great philosophars eof
their contridution to the shaping Of the movement will
we stulted, ospeetally, Sartre, Harsuss, Sendit,
Prasfonon, Bosa Luxesburg ete, In this chepter the
| growth of the nmovement in France will M stufied in
its antirety, with opacisl refersncs to the beliefe
and i&aoio%‘ut. An attempt 1s slso msde L0 conpure
16 with the traditional left party keeping in view
the noneprevolutionary 2ole played by the French Comma.
nist Party (PCP) during the orisis of 1068,

Siaptor 111 Gonls with the quastions of the
future of the lew Left o8 a force: Is tho movenent
Geslining? Can fallure of g sovenent ia s psrtioular
strugele moan the complete negation of the movesant
ftself? Does tho novemont exist in Prance at all?
If 1t does, vhore dces 1t exist? |

The loest chapter will ba obsvrvstions and conslu.
sions vhereln aortsin brost generalisations from the
novement will de drewn for either the succsss or tsﬁm of
similsr movements elsevhers,






DHAPTER o &
GINEGIS ARD DEVILOPUINT OF THE
HEW LEPT 1IN THE wORLD

In tho history of idoas, the inward.looking of
ifaologles gave rise to thres Kinds of oOnScioUSHess .
pre.industrial, isdustrial and post.industrial, PFeuds.
" 1gsm was the product of pro.infustrial conscisusness
end its nanifestations, liue soolal relstionship, its
tmpact en *foufal mode of profuctiontl, its influence
in confitioning the "hunen couselcusnoss®” snd then
interpretations in measuring tho level of consoiousness,
wore irrslevantly relevant during that period, Later |
ony, it beoans relevently irrelevant and therefore was
dons away withib the industrial pericd,

Tiis usherod in a new sge called industrial

aoeiety vhers now soiantific discoveries and growth
of technology playod a key role. Capitalise o8 an

ﬁkmdmu Pmtm Hall
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coononic syston sssuned {ts grest role af‘maﬁnxniaing
ammty a® & whole, From tnn eapitalist systen ensrged
two stroams of ﬂdon&auztu. liboralism ond Harxiss,
Thuos fn the begining of the nensteenth century we
find both these ideologics toking root. John Houart
411}, 7.8.0Greep, ote, vere the exponents of 1iboralisn
during that poricd till the mid nineteenth canﬁurr.4 |
AL that mnatm Marxism gave Ats <larion call in the
Conminise {fento Publisked in 1848, Orsfually,
vithin the four wells of industrisl capitalism, these
tuo 1devlogies olashod and in the process liberalisnm
was choohuated and mrmamd by ﬁafrxum.s The
redien) conseiousness, of sourssy the product of
industrial capztaiismuﬁ

In the third ploce, the post.industrisl oons.
etousness is the new robdellion, Capitalism has ontered

3 meabvm Honn, Ihe Dbxolgs
. Tr &1& <1sd
193331 PP 43. 40,

4, &nton&c ﬂraas: Lajastions from his
?r. guintin loare ;few Xﬁrkz iﬁ&csua
Mb’. Ghﬁﬁi 1978}, p.189.
8, AJleyer, "Theories at ‘“‘omrgum“
Jonson (ed): Change .An ConRmuY 53

in Chalmesrs
sten (Stanford,

Ga Eanﬁiagu Garrillég f;gglaf .
{London ¢ Lawvronoe snt ¥

22,
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the "technocrstic ora® with the accslerstion of the
pace of technulogical revolutisn, Within the chars.
oteristic features of post.inmfustrial society like
sex, violenocs, alienation, rising maanﬁatzm,' ant e
intellsctualism, snti.ideclogy, technology eto., the
new gonselousness is the rebelliog of the mew svefal
segnent. young students mxmm to sshools and uni.
voreities of westorn socleties, It is a consclousness
of new redinalisn or o mew Harxism, |

within the frasowork of Harxis: this tondenoy 1is
aioed at dmmias orthodox tredition 4n the nawe
of slavish sSherence to the party iine and tortuous
defence of preseribed positions ond thus bossts of
its mtonony,® The new movement 1s sppropriately
called s "Nov Loft,* -

¥hat doep ths torn New Left smzﬁ The sige

nifiosnce of the ters i bost grasped with the uiber.
standing of the tern "Loft* whioh signifies protest,
negation, pevolt and the like, siming at overthroving
the existing acclal aysten snd replacing it by snother
which has On its baunor rationslity, hussaism, aqus.
1ity aod human happinoss, In other words, “the Left
is gonersily understood to inclvde those parties and

| T A H, %MMT, —.§§_;‘~ g._;,_}.. : .
{London 1 Heinemsnn, 1070} P, 98

8, Mourlee Cranston, MM{.LMM § Holdley
" Homd, 1970) p, 7, o



- =

novemsnts that demsnd wifer popular participatton
in government, push sotivity for refora and draw popu.
Lar support from the Gisinherited, dislocated and
diagmued’*.g To go 2 step !‘amt, the ‘Left weany 3 |
ngerustursl eﬁ:@lﬂhm and reportage and
theories of Society, which at sowe p@ine
or snother are focussed politicall g
mmﬁs and programses, These cri iain
Mnmis theories, progranmes are
6 mm&i ty by the humanist and se.
als of western civilization,
:mm m resson and fresdon and amm,
To ba mh* maans to eommest up oul
ral with politicel ﬁﬂtm&tua Bnﬁ Mh
with domants and programmes,”d
50 the 'Left! 1s & "left over*'l of the ?ﬂﬁaﬂa’t‘ﬁm
and asintonance of the o01¢ system or oid style of
living and it {8 conmidored t0 bo progressive, dyno.

mio, rational, practical snd revolutionary,

The undsrstanding of the *Left!, provides the
Ksy to undoretand what is now about the ‘Left!, The
New Left is & movoment which was started by a group
of Harist intellestuals koown as Hodern sastess,
They bogan to potnt €o evils from both the capitalist
and soolalist soclstics, They dencunce the affivent

Eomth E, Krwg saded Hew mtt MN Labau"
mw.&. mm_ @mz (ed) s Zalitionl Tho
[Hev “The Free Press of mmanx, 1984) . 448,

10, €, WUright Hills, "Lattsr to the New Laft™ ia Hew
xxﬁﬂ Bovieow, LW%SQ. & {&th..ﬂ@hﬁﬁﬁ) PDe %M‘

11, Paul Jecobs and Baul Landon, The Ss
{Toronto x Vintage ﬁnm, S
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soeial systen of capitalist socleties and oritiotse
the socialist sociotins as reprossive because of the
denial of indivifual freedon,’® In other words, they
sevorely sttask doth ths capitalist and soveianlist
 systoms and strive to bring sbout a new order in uhich
 the infsvidual is free from tho cnslsught of the ex.
ploitative copitalist system as vell gs from the
suppression of o odvmmunist state, Uhile attasking

- the esepitalist systen; they thevpetically take the

inspiration from Marx Dut at tho sams time thay dent.
grate the buroaucratic smd repressive role of the
Comsunist Party of Soviet Union,)? They consider

both the systens as dobaking and dehumunising the
infiividual, They wount thelr attack of official
Harzismn on the ban:h of the writings of the oarly

Harx, or young M¥arx, Thus, tho Hew Laft intelloctuals
g° baok to the eerly Harx end, in fact, expose [eniniem
and Btalinism as deviations from the homanism of the

early Harx which links hin t0 the early Christians
and the anclent Gresks

m. mmn ﬁaym, One. Diaens fonal Mex
Sphere Dooks, 1972) P. ! &,

13 %rbart Harcuse, S%udies in
Tr. from ﬁam into ﬁuﬂ; \
{London E&B, 19?9} p,

14, V.R; Hehta, Boyer
Parsneotive, :
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~ The new aspeats of Marxisn which are sutlined
by Hew left intellsctusls are 3 husanism, Gemooracy,
freslon and revolutiocnory vivlence, To put it &n an -
other vay, the How Left aire ot bullding a new Jockes
148t Sooloty where soolalisn is integrated uwith demo.
craoy and humenism, The mesns to achiove this kind
of suotety 18 revolutionary violenoo, > It crtes
for the end of ideology '
"?he lew Left took care %o Ma&mgum
itoelf fron the 014 Left of the thipr.
tio8 end rortios in as much as while
the latter was largely associated with
cowmunisy, with sociglism of wartous
kinds s €0 some exbhent with anarchie
Ry R
ure
Harstsn, <18 ”_

Sov to the rovolutionary thought is the sste.
bifshmont of libertarian socialiss, This is the
goal of the Hew Left Wm.“ - 'The new radicals
have the visisn of s soolety ia which human nseds
toke p&aﬂw ovor the Smporatives of cspital, Thuse

anon, Iho e '*;'_:L RS - :r Eaxth. Tr, £rom
?mcn into English by G ington (London
anm Book, 1987) pp. B&-Ba;

E.ﬁ. ﬁenmm y "Acorican LefteSew and 014% in
s ” M L ar Ay ?ﬁﬂ, 19) 1935*

17 ﬂamm} wem 85y8, "Dut the eltornative, pmamu
" in those torms, I still believe the sltornative is
socislism, Dut sociglism noither of the stslinist
brand nop of the poatu.stalinist drant, but that
Aibsrtarian sosialisnm which hes alvm bostt the inte.
gral oconcapt of sosiolisme YL only £oo easily re.
msed mad mpgxmnmﬁ m Hass im0 ?an&eﬁ(ed s e
Ry -] rr.iistory (Londonsdonathan
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hunan neods which sre self.ovident are, the oinimum
biological conditions for humen 14fo sust be met
sfequaste fo08 and shelter, olesn air, free and aasily
acoesgible modicsl oare, Just above the bare mini.
mum of huzen survival sve the needs for leisure,
Maﬂaw~ eto, Hesides, there are Othor sors
of noeds, 1ike love, affection, friendship eto. They
8180 roquire work vhich is both personally sstisfying
and socislly mogningful, Pinglly freedom 18 onsen.
tial in order to safoguard and enjoy these meﬁa.w
That 18, fresdom to 4o what he wants to do, It 1e
glear that a sooiety which can meot those noeds for
the groatest nunbor of pedple must ba drgenised Aif.
foreatly from the capitslist society, The shift fros
‘tapitslist priorities to humsn prioritiss entalls &
new aspost of farxiss, ¥ Thus, they noet s scolety
whore these neoefls ars mot for sll ﬁanp&e@

The Now Left intelisotusls .mjagt the svolety
" which suppresces individual freedom, which provites
hoalth and comfort for a fraction of its membders

18, Gluseppe Flori, At
ntio

» (Iﬁ@ﬁm ' Eﬁ Do 1@3@

10, P, Anfogrs
{London 2




anS not £or oll, which gives prime importsnce to bure.
gucrasy, whioh provides physical security for ail but
raserves orestive sxprossion for a tiny clite, They
8190 rejoct a sOsioty in which "anyone 18 denied the
means for his full development o8 @ buman boing,*>0

GRIGIN OF THE NBW LEFT

The radical movement has undergons many ups
and Gowns in tho history of rovolutionary struggle,
In the 19308 and 19408, tho movemsnt was stesdy and
forwvard.looking, The Comnunist groups were given
worid.wide support, But in the 1060s, & new phass
of Comunist novenent raised its heosd, By the mid.
£ifties the movewent vor alnost desd, The Commu.
alst Party deolined doth {n toss of theory and
praoctiecs in the postewar period, booause of intop.
nal $evlogloal mquadbles and *ooming erisis of
capitalisc® which offered nev ways for socisl change,”?
The trale unions were no longer orussiing and many
vere redical antil.official Merxism, and hel begome
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the supporters of thoe Establishuent, Some Harxist
theareticians wore barely “distinguishable from the
11veral &amamﬂ.ﬂzﬁ

In late 19508 ond the early 12608 a group of
New ond Young radicels took a S1fferent stand on
Harzien gnd ite spplicaticn to different asspects

of human devolopment, Faced with Western isperislisa
ond brutal Soviot Harxism, these intellectuals

bogan Secking ®s fresh way out of the orisfs snd
devsloped a nov thoue of Marxisa®,” whet G, Wright
titlls called as tho New Left,

it was in the year 1957, that the Hew Left
movenant sterted in Eagland, A grouwp of univamitr
{ntolloetuals took the initiative in pnbli:lhm two

fox Beasounp, But byt!w aaé Qf‘ 1959 both the jours
nels mmaﬁ into the Row Lath Heviay

of the editorial bosrd ramriy bﬂmgaﬁ to the Com

munist Party ot Oxford, They wese oritical of the

none rovolut lonary role of the Ooamunist t‘my st

o9, Paul Faoobs and Saul Landou,nilpid,

m s Pnu, 1971




thought that the fallure of Harxisn in Sritain wes Gue
to the vulgar convunist Harxiots than of the theory
itself, In thelr new journsls they wanted t0 populste
fes tho re.discovarcd ' fdeals of soclalism and rescue
hunanisn thot hef boedas o casualty Gus to the purges,
‘war et cold var,”% The now radtesls debated and dis.
susssd the idaws, keeping in view the changing pattern
of capitalist eystom and tho erisis in socialist 1doc.
102y, Thess 10sus oould not be worked out within the
frameuork of Soviet Harxism, The =st prominomt smong
ths idoos end dseuss Giscussed by them vere “alienatisd
and humsniswm, P20

, Influsnoed by the British New Left, a group of
Univorsity intelloctuals began to develop o sinmilar
Hevlogy around the campuses of wisconsin, Carlifornie
at Derkoley an Chioago. They marked tho transition
from old Left Marxist Sogan t0 s new paricd, Thelr
discussions gl Gebates weres not liaited to politios

bat oovered ovory aopoct of life fros sexusl froodos
and pornography to civil rights and psuon issues,

26

4, Hm-bor& 7

a&‘ 7 ;;":,
1@%1& (ﬁw {or]

26, Paul JeoObs and Ssul Lendou,niipll,
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A4S g posult thore was o now forment smong the intelli.
gentsta ond tho canpuses bocame bLrosding.grounds of
politiosl activity ond fight for oivil rights, Host

of the young stulents toox o keen interest in the move.
ment and bogan to exhibit sn inelinstion for gotivism
e o spirit of anti.intellectualism which vas partly

s Tojeotion of the vory University systen ! in which
ghay vore involved, The Univessity cans 0 mi regare
ded o9 port of the Bstablishment and as the point of
 fmmeAdate contast, the cost cppressive part.oC

This movemsnt later on spresd %o various asm.
pusas of the world, In the eoarly 1050s, R wak vigour.
ously active in Boriin and the late sixties it emerged
&% & phenomenal force in aizmost all Univeraities of
Pronoe, Therefore, it 15 said thet the Hew left mova.
ment 18 bred not in the slums but in the Universities,”®
In tho following paragraphs are discussed the growth
of the Hew Left (aftor its origin in England) in the
vorions caspuses of tho U.8,3., West Gepnany, France,
Itely and elsevhore in the Usst, |

27, @m mmm bsolate Commun
- {Row York warm %

88, Ayn Rand,n.25pp13.26,
83, Ib14, p. 97 ‘
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the Hewv left mowment begms in the U,8,5, in the
 parly 19608 Gus to gortain compelliing factors, Those
wore the soolal, poiitiosl and oconomic make.up of the
 affiuent Amoricsn soolsty; unequsl trestment ¢o She
Blaoks « Oppressed acetion of tiie Auepriosn socioty,
“Jenigration of tho moral values and the dignity of
zan by the technologissl s0cisty™ end the imperialist
sesrivon foreign poliey 1n sttassking Vietnanm,

The developmont or the grovth of Rew Left in
the U,8,4, hes undergone various pheses s the Civil
Rights novenent, free spesech movoment ond protost
aigainst the V.8, policy towards Vietnen,

The oivil rights movemont bvg& in ths year
10680, It was the filret moveswit ¢0 signal & now
struggie for iiderty =nd domoorssy in the Untted
Ztatos, It befl many charpoteristic festures “like a
now style for astioh, new iddalism, u new part Scipatory
ﬂmmn&y’.& *Ehm m:amuiax sharscteristios becane

31, Richard Gombin, Ihe LALLos. 0] QL
Tr. from tho Prench by #ichasl Perle
{England, Pesaguin, 1078) pp. 14-1&;



the part of the Hew laft leter on, Tho movement sproat
0 almost all parts of the U,0. and engaged the sttention
of the power structure, It provited s now impetus to
the ruling oless t0 think and bring about o chadge in
the decisfon.making,

The tutoome of this movement wus the revival of
polftics itself, both in terms of participation by “
‘people in the dacisions affecting their ovn lives wnd
in the redirth of a redicsl movement which, in the
sourse of a fow yaars, would come to involve an evar.
growgng number of young mmmm out of this mova.
ment omerged the refical wing of upholGers of partiol.
putory democrasy and hussn values also wmerged,

This civil rights movemont was Limited in noture
anid aiéﬂatiy related to fsaues of inlividusl libeptiss
and speoific policies of the sdninistration, The stu.
dents supporting the ceuse of the Hlacks begen a Stis
on campuses snd in the streets, They came to0 the
streat ndt "in the naw of o altometive politissl
visndon or a revolutionary atrategy but £Or essentisl 4;@,,133

m. mmza me anfl J‘eau. e, smﬁy, *!M Haw !M‘t
- and the United gtates™ in the Sanialint Begis
(LorBon & Heriin Press, 1%7), Buswer p, 67,

83 Willlem & Villions cont ours of Assrican Histors
{Lonfion + Jonathan é@‘h&,
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anf humsnistic ootives, Their political Snvolvemsnt
noved £20n the partioular to the genoral (inductive
mothod}, from morsl concern to an anelysis of struot.
. uros, Anyhow the motives snd the scope of the move.
mont were vory brosd in the regl oonse of tern, yet it
provided o sourse for the brogd movement of the Hew
Loft afterwardss? '

The froe speoch movenent st Berkoley raivod some
funisnental $asucs of Amoriown affluent soaelsty, It
started with p Gecision By the oininistration $o ben
61l funf.paising and propaganis fOr any politicsl op
s0sial purpose which thoy 414 nok spprove., The stu.
~ genteraticals of this movonent put their demsnds. he.
fum the oluindstrstion, The stodente ware adncerned
with “froe speech, they defonded tholr right to parti.
¢ipats in politioes, end in particular £o protost againgt
the wor in Victnaz®™®, hese Lmwdiste ressons provided
the impotus £0r reliying suppert o8 well a8 for the

a&‘ BMM 5&?&1‘2& Hhe ";1.;3‘.7 ‘
Rooks, 1962) ppe 45

Welndorg nm Proe Spesech ﬁmm& aM Mwﬁ
g&;ﬁs* s.na Bm;wa», oo Rax 81u0s Revell
(Yow Tork 1 Orovo Press, 108S) p,
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contimuonse of the novessnt, *The students' dasie
domoni 1 o demand B0 be heard, t0 be sonsidersd, %o
- be taken into goscunt when declsions concerning amm
efucation ond thole 1ife in the Univorsity somsunity
are being msfe when oge Pevievs the histopy of the
Free Spesch Hovoment, one disaovars that each now vave
of student response to the movement followed direatly
on some aoction by the cdministration which negloctod
. to tgke the students, a8 husgn beings, Into sooount -

el whioh openly refiscted an sttitule that the stu.
" Gont body was a thing to be denit with, to be main.
tained, *° |

In 1ts cocfemic sspect, the rovilt was agalnet
the uwaz bussauorasy. But in the process of repre.
Sontstion of ideas and 1ssues, those appears  oon.
trodiotion betveen the two terms which characterised
the Untversity sdministration, The right of & burean.
 orasy af such to odninister o given institution and the
prerogative of o ruling class which parmits liberty, but
only to the threshold of soafict with established gosls
Wi values, to call Stself dverar,5?

Detitnd the is:ue of 'free spescht, a udre basio
oounfrontation was taking place betwesn those who wanted

o, Inte, P, 184,
37, Vassand Teotord {(ed), u,17, p.30,
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to use the Univarsity o8 a mechaniam fup maintsining |
sod rationalising the SLatus oug sod those who wantsd

to begtn realizing the hops for o different Auorica
#ight there, Henoe the momflioct, The eonflict botween
these Swo positions which exploCed in Berksley reveasled
for the first tizme thet "the University was one of those
vitol nerves of nmericsl Soolety in which besic eonflicts
. menifest themeslves®™™, It nevertheless conteined seeds
of rofioalisation which sprang fron its very nature as

& Bats institotion and from 1ts unigue funstion in aotern
soetety., The rolical tone of the revolt seveals thab
 4ts sim vas to destroy tho existing strusture of the
Universities ond €iscredit the authorities, The student
rovolutionaries wanted to noke use of thw Universities

48 fratpuzents with remsking of tho socisl opder, 7They

——

- wepe Lentifying the Universities with the cetedlishment

| sl therefore attacked the University as the most
fmportant wing of the Estoblisheent, Talling about

Amerisal stufents and the student movement, Herdsrt

 Hareuse says 5

“they are ﬂppmc& to a demooratic mzk
funstioning society which does not
noraslly auploy terror snd is madle ay

& majority wnaah indklufien the working
alonsg, ?my bppau the way of life, the

mg @g%a“ﬁﬁﬂgx u‘,‘.bj.‘ % "* 144 s I ie TN 1 DD,
Lomd cm OrG

EER

W



pressure Of the system anfd 1L
distinetive woﬂmwﬂy whieh dc rades
anf dehumanizes 53 1t turns gll -
1ife into a g and sebiing prmn,
The civil rights strugglos brought
these stufents the traumatic aworeness
of the injustives within the denooratic
gysten as they oxist on & nationsl
sosle, Vietnay, on the other hand,
oxtented their swerensss o the POk
tional level wvhore aggression mﬁ
sxpansion toke place, Ia all of this
the rofical stufest opposition 18 mdx
m 8 pnpamman but a necossary o

the coming orisis of the systaou®

The last But not the lenst important phase of
Now Lottt movemsnt in the U,8,2, was during 1963, when
the stulonts from Columdia challenged the imperislist
polioy of smeriosn capitalism, Stulents, silckened
by the imporiaclist policfes of thair counsry, espeoially
in Vietnam, shoved thoir solidarity with the Vietnamess
éamma and workers and with the oppressed raclal and
economic minorties in their own sountry, They onde
Enown their refusel t0 beovme privileged mombers of the

smortosk bourgeoiste ™

8 far as the Amaprican fiw Laft movesent s
| sonoerned, the organtzstion, Students for Denmdoratic
Sontsty (8D8), playod a noteworthy role in revealing

- mmw H,Prie-Alandor, "I

Bariin, 1058", in didabiwag
 Uhew York' Tunessiay 198m)
40, Cohn Bandit, n,27, 9@93&40.
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tho evils of capitaliss and fsperialisn, Ginos its formas
tion in 1962, it has been trying £0 propagate the lev Loft
14s0logy in a famous slogen "Demporsay of Infividual
Mrtia&patzm’"& vhore oach perstn shares in those soolel
dosisions detersining the quality and direstion of his
1ife, BSecondly, tho 503 nim is not to oreste a fres
University within an unfree soofety but to create &

fres socisty, @ |

In ossonce, the growth of the New Left movement
in the United Gtates suggests ths stern protest against
the s¥fluent soociety and smerioa's invoieewsnt in the
Vietnan var, This is sgaln the consequence of sn
industriol and technologicnl revolution, While attscking
the evils of the industrial sosiety Herdert Harowe,
sall ¢

“motivated by a disguwst &t alflusnce
without dignity, aosiro for bagaty

. &% well os &amu s belief in
#reativity rather tt an consensus,
wish for commmity snd comsunal
vyalues and vehement rejection of
ﬁﬁmmmaum bureguoraoy, desire

hmfwr soeiaw* with

mulh& titutions snd not astwply
to be integrated into m £0 be acdep.
ted by tho dominant institutions,

Ale M ek, "Who are thece S0S?* vol,71
ow Xork: May 80, 1968), p.30, i
42, Ivid, p. 32, .
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hostility to what is conceived of a8
the dehumanication and alienation of
a cashenexus society, preference

tor individunted,; intensely felt,

and gelf.genarated interpersonal
style, !mludxnz fuller Sexual OXprew
saion and experimontation are the
elements that provide stimulus to 43
this novesent in the United States,””

The Derkeky model wss copied by the west Berlin
University a few years later, In Cormany, the "eall
for Baiwumy reform tosane a rallying ory for stufents
and g atrong ons, in the absence of an effsctive Puﬁ.ib
mentary upposition to the West German capitelisn®®d,

58 a result, the German stulent movement became the
standard.bearer of rosistance to the German state as
Wil o8 to Ameriean atrooities in Vietham,

In the early 19608, the student.rebels were under
tha influence of the Hapis and fascints, m@y wirey in
other words, under tho eontrol of bourgeoisis, In 1966,
the youth movemsnt in West Gormany assumed s redical
diwension, In that year, for the first time since the
end of the war, ¥est Uerman capitalisn was hit by an |
sconouic crisis that had profound political and financial
sonsequonces, Ons of thess wes tho formution of the ODU.

AR

44, Cohn Bemdit, = n,27, p,24,
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Social ﬁemocrat coantion gavemment. Begmning wi.th
196‘? the various youth mnvements and tmnds aequired

a _,ca,a,s_s..,:t}:oleur,ing, ~ The anatomy of social development
of the y:m‘th in the Federal Repubiic was determined
by the p@a.itical ecmmy of State-monoxwoly eapitalum.és
There 1s no such thing as an economie, politieal anﬁ
1deolog1¢a1 history of youth separate from econonmies
‘end politics, So the young radicals evolved a -eritique
of seciety_keaping in view thé‘eeonomic and political

development,

The student radicals unéer the leadership of
Rud4 Dutschke . advanced the demands for renovating
society, Their theory strnngly revealed the erisis
of state.monopoly capitalism and of the crisis of its
_policy in relation to the yough. They found the
contradictions of capitalism in relation to the crimes
of U.8,4imperialism in V-ietném. Another .contradiction
was that between the technological revolution and the
extremoly 1ow level of eﬂn_ca.tion in the Federal
‘Republie,?® The education was class biased, that 1s
"'whx ‘it gecounted for a mere 5 per cent of the working
alass children in the University,

45, David Feurbach, in New Left Review, n,56,
July/ August, 1969, p.64. '

46, James Chowing Davies, R
(Now Yorks Free ?ress, 1971), p.zee.
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On the other hand, the lew Left movement does
nok support the policy of the Comsunist Party uﬁma
£t is not & powerful force of atiraction, They do
not agres with the Comsunist Party which hes abandoned
its onestise revolutionary positions, It has becomw
& part of Establiskment, by sfhering to middle .olass
pefornisn, Their critioiss of the Communist Perty
18 therefore not *anti.comsunist but oommanist, for
they uphold revoiution®¥,

"Eml, the Hew Loft movemsnt in West Geymany
started with the stulent.rafiosls beconing the most
explosive nev political foree on the Uormus scene,
Its development vas rapif with the influence of the
revolutionary iess of Trotsky, Che Gusvers, Dehind
the 1ssus of University reform tho stulent.rsdicals,
who eultivated the outlook of Che Guevora, attscked
the poway stpucturs regulsting the rulos and %mm—-
~ stration of the Univeraitios, So the How Laft target
wat, on the one hand, to eliminate the manifostations
of copitalisn andy, on the other, to bdring abdut a

revolution in the revolutionary tdeas,




Vhon the atudent rebels in the U,8, and West
Germany were raising the fundamental problems of
society end the revolut igw mistakes of the tra.
ditional I.eﬁ parties, the Itallan e’pmtarparg vere
ohserving the ‘*‘1‘n-bi1ﬂ£ erisis in the moral values
of bourgeotsie®,®® slongwith that, the war in Viet.
nan did shov then the utter rottenness and abomina.
“%ion of imporiaiimm, These factors pra-vided the
impotus for their revolutionary undertakings,

The distdrbances that swept through a dogen of
Ttaly's largest Universitics since 1067 wore origie
nally motivated by the fesire to reform an anarchic
gyston of hi@wr eéncation, among other things,
Italian studont.revolutionartes demsnded better phy.
sical facllities, o volce in University aiministra.
tion and subsidies for needy students, Behind these
apparent issues, the stu&ent-revomtwn;riés wore
embarking upon a struggle for the total redical
change of Italian society, Fighting for the demands
 within the framework of the University order, the

'm rrcm French into Eaglish by ,g Barnes
(New York ¢ Washington SQW Pmss, 1966) p. 18,
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stufont. redienls profuced s unique form of stroggle
azainst the systen nuS raised lasues relating to the
otrategy onf taotics of the stato, Within the not.
work of their raSfcal ideology, the low Hadicals of
Italy dlamed the Communist Paprty for its fatlure to
‘sreate o rovolutionary situstion which o pevolution
varrants for its suncess, |

NEW LEFT #GYSHERT 1N SPAIR

Bimilarly, tho accumulated Sissatisfaction
ontag the student in Gpain brought to the Lime Jight
young revolutionertes who challenged the nature of
‘the state snd of the ruling clasa, They wmwa an
onfl to tho dictatorial oxploitation by the Francs
rogine, Thot is, they in fact wented froedom, pare
tioipation in the gowornmental procsss, liberstion
of the exploftated mosses and the realisstion of
wopkers! damand for the démocrstisation of the po.
14ticnl systen,

While the Amepican studanterebols, inaluting
Hario Savio, Hark Ruldd, wore trying £0 smgmﬁ- .
the Hew Left movemont; the Gorman rebels led by
Ruldy Putsehke wore challonging the systen; the aow
rovolutionories wore quostioning the moral values
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of the bourgeois socioty in Italy and threstening
the dictatoris) segine of Pranco in Gpaln; thelir
Feenoh collopgues were mmizxg increasingly slive
to the total falluve of the reformist palicies of
UREP (Notionsl Union of Pronoh Students), The now
refiical students of France were not only influenced
by the emorgence of new redicalism elsewhore.the
Vebasiey Vont Germany, Itoly, 8poin ete,, also
dorived lossins Cfrom thele oxperience $9 apply to
the situstion in Franoe,

 The mew revolutionury leaders, including Cohn
Bendit, Alein Gefszar, dlain Brivins, took sdvane
tage of the situgtion 4n Franoe and saised the basfie -
eontradictions of de Omulle's suthorftarisn segime
between 1050 to 1963, The contratietions of Fromsh
‘capitalism were ohaliengsé in the naze of acélumic
fzsuos, They chowed DofOre the world the peed for
total reforsstion in the Universities, That is why
thoy attasked tho old edusctionnl systenm which sors
wad the noeds of tho capitalist machine, The Unil.
vorsities wore nothing but “coge in the capitalist
mochine*®, 2o the cutside worlé, the University

43, Cohn &”itg iy g?g Ppe 4745,
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mfma haaam a rmyms point for the student re.

S vsmt ionaries,

Iut the rosl $ssues were bohind and deyond the
aeofonto reforms, The student.rsiicels wore showing
to the Glé revalutionaries the cifsis of capitelism
a8 well al the crisia of socialism, In the ssoond
f plate, they were trying to prove that the old and

offloia]l Left is nothing but s broke on the revOiu.
tionary movemsnt, In this contaxt they sxposed the
buregueratio nature of the Comzunist Party and proved
that the behavionr of the Frensh Comunist Party dure
ing the Hay crisis was nothing bdut pre.rovolut fonary,
Deatel Singor aptly Gays in this context

", esws Lhe insvitable communist wgnamxt
18 that the party behsved in sueh gn ore.
dorly elootoral fashion beossuse the sit.
uation wes not revolutionary, Katumu,
history doss not gllow for axmrzmnt;s
thore are no leborstories in whioh s ai@.
mﬂm am:bd s anslysed, then sofont1fi.

m{ *qm:.mmia%aw m
ut ionary or whatnot, The mm
mz, therefore, stiok to estadlished
faots, The Comumist gmy oo clnmit that

- the strike was unprece: dented, the
tsituation' excaptional, m only ques.
tion is vhethar the Communist ilcmrs
448 everyshing in their pousr t0 exploit
this ogzesptional situation to tha full
and if a sucoessful revolution to the
mz ond L a successful revolution was

sidle, €O turn the May crisis into
a €ress rehearsal, Ths party was aot the
driviag fores in enuasmm. It was
tﬁ wmm bi*m




Tho Now Loft movemont in Franoco mjﬁbm by
" the intelieotusls 1ike Joen Paul Sartre =nd Harbert
Harouse and student sotivists like Cohn Hondit,
flain Krivine, Henpy yeber, ote, Tho growth snd
developnent of o movowsnt i3 g long prooess, The
radtonl movement of the new revolutionaries beoane
prominent in the lote sixties, though the founfa.
‘tion hefl Doen lndd in the eariy sixtiss, Tha new
approanch to Harmiism vas oxplicit in the ainms amd
the objoctives of the intellsctuals during the Hay
artsts, They were of a totally difforent nature
from those of tho thousands of French intellootusls
who fervently joined the protest movement, “"Thelrs
was tho painful awarcness of the deprivations which
organieed soctety.dnposes on humen beings. Thoy
rebelled against the humbug of Frendh intellestund
1ite, the poup of officialism, the socfal press
wore of o bourgsois amaty;“‘s” Thoy no nore tolo.
rated tho atrocitics of the bdrutal soocfety, They
wanted to throw owvorything over and think 1t 1l
out gnew, Thedr thirst for freelom for meaningless

, Houresn Helonville




sunstraints broke oub Into bigh ainded manifestos,
ihot the New Left rafdicals were Going was the "first
full.seale challonge in o western State to the in.
humon afficiensy of mofern infustrisl 1ife,*®

The Hew Left reficals, in tho days of the May
 orists, threw o bright 1ight on scolalist theory
5 well s practice, The Commugist Party of Franee
G418 not pttompt 20 soige power, Dosause 1t wes o
1onger in 1ts natuge to bo rovolutionary, It Moute
hed slogans about clase struggle, Wt no Longor
tolieved in them, Ovar the psssage of yests it hes
"teotme o SOber workers® party, mesmorised with
cars ond television sobs, the French equivaient of
the Britfsh Lobour Party,”52 iay 1985 revealed to
gubliic gaee that the de.stalintsation of the PCF, |
obsoured by tho continuity of the losdeship and
tho dontysl conuitéce's trafition of seereoy had

in faob taken plase, Hut 4in the proosss, the

5&. Patyik gosle and Maw Holonville, 8,61, b 227



w A3 -

Commanist Party hed lost the fighting spirst, In
geoking to adjust to g modern increasingly classless
and affiuent soclety, "its vevolutionary pest vas
wore o Liobility then an mct'm; 8o, it was the

. party of somo worksrs but a® for them, Thus, the
- Hay 1988 orisis wos tho olear oxpression of the

geovth and dovelopnent of Hew Left in Franoce,

The fNew Left movenmonts in all Western societies
| txm aarriod the gorm of a hops that the intellsot,
the pevolutionary spieit ond the fwmagination, if
gmﬁé the fres renge aof scops, oennot only sreate
the revolutionary situction but also can oxploit the

situation o dring avout a world revolutionary
change,




BELIEFS D TOBOLOOY: A GOMPARISON WXTH TRR OLD LEFT



CEAPYER » 1X
SELIGF +8D IDEOLOOY ¢
COMpARIBON wITH THE OLD LEPY

"Wheon the finger points ot the
moon, the 1diot jookes at the finger.,®
{Chinese Proverbd), This was written
on o wall of the Pa¥is Conservatoire
e Hasigue, in Mgy 1968, This slogan
has an i%onlogical overtone in the
eontext of O1€ Left . the POF vis.as

®1¢ the groy laws wore broken,
it is becouse they have grown 0ld and
becons breakable, %0 sach ascording
to his inagin “_&&%ga}gﬁg*ﬁ SO
“attack on PCP by the intelleotuals
of the New Left, ‘ ,

The bolfefs an% :‘lﬁicm;y of the Now Loft osn
bropdly be divided into two phases @ oariy Hew Loft
and the later Wew Left, The separste discussicn
about doth the phasos is 'w' bring out the pleture
of the ideclogy of the New Left at differest polnts
of tioe and situation, |

~ The main contern of the oarly New Left tatellen.
tuals was reformism,} {n othor words, the intellcctuals

. e t* L% Iade GEFY -
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of that period {from sarly siztios ti1l 1985) ware
highly attachof to reforamist tdeologies concerning
sivil rights for Blacks in the U.5.a.0 Though the
early smphasis on "pertioipatopy émwmﬁg and ine
velvenent of the poor and Blacks in decisions was

~ 18oologinal, yet it 4i6 not contain rafical clozents,
But 1t was comaitted to some Rind of Msology, &1l
thoss offorts mofe hy the early Sew Left intellestusis
0y mu o8 t&o&kic&m were tO gonorate chango
witl'z&n the aiwbm socisl 2ystem 28 henso wore §
roforniot viows® . The clesr 11lustration of these
visws was, for instonce, the year 1964 which sav and
#olsed the famous reformist issus of Cree Speesh .
the Dree Specch movomsnt® at Berkeley, The critiques

D ﬁasaim maam.c; The b
History, ¢ &mmax' 970} 4

S, Jack Hewfield says that as a 30sial system the 5DS
auka the establishuent of g demoorasy of infividual

art faipat icn mmnﬁ by two centrel purposes ¢

that the m&vzﬂm shure thoss socisl decisions
dotermining ths quality dm&m of bis life;
that society be oprganised ¢ go independonce
in men al provide the mdia !’tw thelr sommon pare

- tioipation,
' ga gnMs book + A Prpp Lz, (London
Hogd, W}’*ﬂﬁ

5. Tobort B, Dews M:m:&. Gma Emaion
{Losdon ¢ %!amgﬂ.m Go, 1070}, p.a;o‘]
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against mtriatm of spesoh a8 well as edusational
syaten wore mramm in mr&.s They were ariti.
ques but not redleal critiques thet focused on the
whila soalal aystenm,

It wos o poriod, when the groving populetion
incrogsed was folt alnost st all Universities of
Fronce, Tho stufionts wore demaniing educat funal roe
foros within the Campuves ,,? For those dsmends, the
student. redifcsls were strussing on the physicsl oun.
struction of btulldings for aosommodation, for the
change Of 8yllabus «nd last but not the least the
atudents' porticipation in the University sisini.
strotion, Thoir approash to the reforns fn the Uni.
vorsitios was influonced by the issues ralsed by
the stutent.rediosls et Berkeley,® Thus in the
oarly phase of the few Left a refornist tendenoy
olosrly exdsted,

Howevor, along with this roforagst tmemﬁ
thoro wvas olzo a aoo.ifoologloal temdeonay in the
movement, It ves bsmdeﬂ by many comsentators from

& Freak mmtam,
2 Joan Blosch ama ’?rmw.k Kw sam af mmuxmﬁ
Dissent (Rew York i 1968}, July/August, 1968, D,290,

8, Bomesh denghvi, “France Ablare™, DliLz (Sonmbay i
* 19dn), Juno 1:'1933, Pe Lo



cortoin corners of socigl scionces g9 408 M&aemﬂg

bosouse 1t 444 not offer o rafiicnl sOsinlist oF cOm.
ranist altornative to the existing liberal capitalist
sooloty, BRecondly, it 414 not throw s eritical chal.
Jengo to the capitalist system as such, In sum, the
aofly phese of the New Left 418 not leunch a raffcel
oritique of tho oxisting capitalist system, nor 414
it propose rofilcal olternatives to the systen, 10 As
a rosult, the low Left in the early 10008 was called
non. idoclogianl, This non.ideoclogicul tendency refe
orreé mainly $o the lesk of raffosl positive programmes
in tho NHew Left, as well as t0 the laok of radicsl

9,. %m Bntmmre in the amtenb of whothor How Left
is uﬂmideougma or anti.ideclogical, foels
thnt, the FHow Left 15 characteriged by “the avold.
anee aﬁ‘ dognotism, and in g more extrene form the
ggm&gt 0 a@e:&m @S‘ any 16901' Ty el

ﬁ ;3,~. R 6. geakal LELALAcian

10, aathony Tenkorsley am that the abssnce of genuine
consitment €5 fdeolopioal principles by studont.
militants was tho pr reason why bie guit the movo.
mont and rencunced revolutionary violeacs, Ig his
words, *I bsgan mn «s 8 Daradox, The obdbjecctive of
the Now Left u £0 obtaln a nore tmm sooioty, a
aocioty that was bossd mopre on poace and boing
human, yot thoas mepw acnepted v&ohnau reazly
without guestion, I eould glso ses that nany of
the gwp.ta whﬁ wont fanto the tical movemont
vors hung up o thaiey pers problaens and joining
the pﬁutieax movenent was a km of sn Opt out,
ief na you cannut deal with your own mh&m, how

gm dogl with comothing more aloof?®
13 article - ®in Ideology®, Berkeley Daily
w_g, { Borkeley; 19‘?1); 14 June 1971, PP 12,
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aritigues in the early part of the wﬁaﬁ,n - Thus,
it 43 possible to have o reforaiat tendonoy whon the

 torm. nonei€eclogical is defincd in this wap, It was
eonfirmod that thore wes o hesitancy about raifcal
$deology in the early phose of the Hew &aﬁm, but

thero was o positive affirmation of various refor.
pist idonlogles at the seme time,

, Thore are o numbes of regsons that gcould
explain the distriwt of reficalism in the early
19508, A4mong those, the most prominent single fea.
son gaid to b0 1s 3

" mm Msnmﬁiﬂx&a of universal rofical
%y "esac: the concomitant lack
ur iria 111ty of Preonch Communist Purty
in the lote 19309 and the early 1680s,
The iron poliey, i.e¢, antli.working
clasg policios of staunimm rovesle

ed durin poriod beog fron
mmmwg ﬁo ing

11, w!anml Hunk, ﬂm Gugzdm from 014 to Jew Left®
fDarics, YMarchy/Aprdl 1958, pp. 4351,

12, Lowis Feur says that the first wave of the stu.
dent movomonts was sarked by s tenfdenoy to sajeot
not just tho ruling ideanlogy but the nesd for re.
luﬁmmry ehﬁox- a8 such, d&oe his book tho Loh.

:3on4 (New iom s Dasic Books, 1963).

:i.":.s&.'
13, Jomes L, Wood, n, 1y Dy 18,
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Thogo rowelations about Stalin sent shogsk.waves
throughout the 014 Left movemnt in the mid.1960s,
Boeondly, the self.confifent communist solutica $o
‘tho problems stood discredited £or many in the 014
Loft vhen Gtalin's crines were mede puliie, This
diseroditing of conmunism Joft a radicsl *vam"m
which membdors of the carly New Loft tried to £111
with roformist solutions,

In the osrly 19803, a new «@dition to the
thoordes of idoology uas made by Daniel Bell, That
svolved in a f0rm of Lrnlition known as “and of idac.
M*m The students of nany Univorsitios vere in.
flucnced by this new trofition and It hed o SWay
on nost ua&m@a ot the time, Out of many thomes,
the dominant theme of this Srufition was that oom.
munist ond fascist movenmonts were quite sinilaer in
thoir totalitartonism, although they might 61ffer
mﬁh@mm Stalinism wes linked with Hitlerism

1&. mc‘aml Yslowe, {Rw Tork 3 ﬂnﬁaw
Univors ity ?ma@, m ), De 8,

15, Deniol Bell stresses on his pronouncensnt of m oni
R :ﬂeu;ggy in the vest, He says that for the in.
talloct who b articulsted the revolutionary
ses of the past century and a half, all
tms ttsc trapedios at the two deoades datwsan mao
and 1950) has aoant an end to Chillstic hopes
millennianism, to spocalyptic thiniing b’
ideology, PFor ifeology, which Onoe was s rosd to
sotion, hos oome 0O doad ord ord, They had outlived,
ountgorown, or outnanoeuvred tie varim rw&iuaia
ans of tfwir youth, srriving finslly, many of
ot wad g stote Of nind that Danlel Bells cslled
the end of fdeology,
; y (Bew York s

ggf in hg‘bm*‘; — 2iig Vroe Press)




g&-@m

in the minfs of nony intollectumls in the carly siz.
ticn onf both wore proncunced os avamm hs o whole,
an importont part of tho influonce of this trafition
ves o condemation of reficel -ddeclogy,

Thero 10 o find set of repsons why the sarly
S Loft wes not redical, Those rogsous could bes ore
gonizef oofl outliine? undor the hesfiing of “professed
prioy ig;mmeas@}‘? of the source of dangerous sonial
ovils, Thot 18, ono of the repsons aotivistn thenm.
golvon havo givon for the laok of redioslism in the
sarly New Left urs en igaorance on tholp part of the
oyorall souren of a vorioty of protloms nancly Prench
copitalisn and its soverc cxploitative natuse, "

The inoreasing role of the redicslisn is tho
joter phate of tho liew Loft wed roalised in the conme
tort of the 'rmlatim Bf the tyath of the oxploitative

16, ﬁearge amar ﬂzzmm a@ndmz atzimxs“
, tatasma a:t.?s, April 1963 {Landm)pa 438,
17, Bogio ﬂcbray Hopt 300 . 1n kiho fguaiution
* {London s mé:. ¥ Rm" ; s,' n.' 42,

18, Carl Winter, "Hhat hapwmﬂ in France
Polstieol &rfatra. vol, 47 {(July 196&), p. 85,
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aty mm@iﬁw in the leter part of tho 10808 was »
strong resction agninst Frenohh capitolisn, the imper.
islist tendonoy gnd soue Other idecliogical issuwms
1ike Vietnas war, racisn,”C In this section, w vill
present largely qualitstive analysis of capitaiiss,
Imporislism, on one sifes ard soclalism, Anarchism
snd Trotskyiss on the othor, These topics sre the
aspests of rafical points of viev of the Uew Left,
Theae Befical aspoots weps deboted during the Kay
1988 crisis ond afterwvards,

m.. J"m Ls wm «tw radgoal politiosl m&.
fousness wmelx is coneorned with meking cha
of the soalcl systen in order ¢0 Ohtsin ¢
o equality, The avncapt of changes of m
social syvten refers $0 the large.toals rearrsige.
mont of the existing system, Mirthor mure, the
goncopt of the systoms can refor to imsn&a
Ma of vartous aystems gd sub.syntoms sueh
the nationsl soeisl systen the wmmm Sl
mmtm race and othnie subeeysten L .4
atudsnts achivists heve commitments £or redisally
&tmmw gocial systens vik.awvis aantw
onpitalist syst Thase altornative systens
would mm soolalism and an anarchist soslety
withoat the ﬂaﬁa of other forus of uﬁnm&&
regulation of mawm

2oe his book ¢
Aakivigy (Cnlf
DD 91D,

sggatmﬂr, ﬁ;rgi’m
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U1 Loft e the New Left, Soolalism or Comminism
% o stolsl systen cmergef out of the inhuman explol.
tation of capitelism, Although the fow Left is not
g8 quick to derive various sccial political conelu.
sfons from capitalisn a3 the 014 Left, still many in
the flow Left view capitalism ss the scures of pany
proviens,” Hany of 1ts activists 4o see capitelism
a8 the stures of mmms, pmm and explodtation,

um on the etmta ut im" ma in the oontest of |
anpitelisn, The foous .ssf here on aotivists? visw
of capitalisn, !

ﬁwimﬁm refors £0 sn eougonic system in

%Ww: ' ﬁmaﬂlm, 1975]

2o, Jones L, Wood, mumﬁon the intellectual members
of Sew Left r throe heals 3 Student or former

atudents 01 ar mu raftcal thinkors and thind
uworid thi z's. he najor aotivists {Hew Left
Critios oi‘ italism) are Mark Budd, Harold
Rubl gr Cookburn, Robin Hlackbura, Carl
Oglosdy, &my Dutschke, Daniel and Gabriel Cohn
et T e AT

Dae D new SO
gists of utsﬂm&f pr foruey stulonts, The ncﬁnﬂ
group of New Left intellectuals cmwkt of §

bort Mapouse, Jean Paul Sartre, ¢ N.Mills
dors, Louis A1thusses as weil 3o clsssfon) ol
left thoorists such a8 Mapx m frmky ™he
othar group of How Left theorists is oSaprised
of third world ghinkers such a8 Prants Panin,
Jooy ﬂawt:mh FiGel Castro, Che Guovers,
Sae his s By 1y Do 20,
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which the meany of prodgotion m privately owned
fnstosd of sociotally owned, Classically a oapite
- s)ist system fnvaived s sharp division detween the
ounops of tho means of profuction and those who
 worked for the ownere, Marx, of course, referred
to this divislon ss the separstion between the hour.
geolsis snd the proletariat,”> But in molem tiews,
with the sfvent of the modern cOrporations, there has
- been a change from smsiler scale private to large sosle
~ ¢ofporate cmpimlnm.ﬁ Although thore are Lsphete
@At aifferoncos between <lassical capitslism end oor.
porate eapitaliss, both the foras nﬁmﬁhﬁl«s ine
~ wolvs o sngller group of petple owning the memns 0f
profuction ond s larger group of vage eayncrs who
work for the owhors, It s the cgpitalist system .
otipesially in the nodern form o that activists tend
t0 oppuse because they feel it leads to exploftation
in evory aspeot of human écw&wm% In Pranoe
the Sew Loft activists com Out with the observations

95, Ayn Rond,

2R , {Hew York s 4 Bignst Book,.
1957), ppe ! | | ¥
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and analysis thot undor cepitelism, 1t is tho lew

of secumilotion of ospital that doainates, thet im.
poses its own logle, the logic of tachnical progress,
of the everegrowing effeet of production, of the sfd.
ninistration by o strong mumrm,gﬁ Those foge.
ther hod Blooked the growth of intellestual Cresion
end 1gdividual Liborty, The Hew Left intellectusls,
goung ad 014, held the view that the source of OXe
ploitation end ropression 1s oapitelisn, Howevor,
Hopbett Harcuse nleo discusses mother molern source
of oppression s e¥ploitative bursausracies which
sould snclude modorn ag@&ta&i@t and Bosiglist bureau.
sraoles, Xn his book Ons Digensional Mg 0!
Harouss hos taken mthen mgé to mwle, putting
all the hName on corporste capitalism, Ho attributes
& lobgs portion of socialist repression to the globhal
dominntion of corporate capitalism, He feels that
this global power koeps the socialist orbit on the |
ﬁamw@. al%hmsgh he 1s still eriticel of reprevsive

w.} %zxor Cruise G*BMM}, Rofls
| e s {Harmo ;awwtm 1968) ,

a7, Hﬁﬂ:ﬂt ﬁmmc haa oritisized reprossive m;m.
alist e socisiist Burosucracies in !m polenie
against *influsteianl sooiety®, not jJust italuﬁ
society. That is, he folt eﬁw& m«nmamaa and
burasuckatioe reoc ium induast s fsocie.
ties ¢id nn aamit the mtmqnt of many of
man®s basioc Ms, ,
Bee his Book, One Dimensional Mo, (London ¢
ﬁﬂuﬂ mg m ’ ?pg Al
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tendensies in awiaiis% 6%?1“,% Hevortheless hie
prime targot is oOrporate ospitaliss,

Mageuse in Bie ¥arsist mole of interpretation
sssorts thet the capitslist market systen.? hes not
unslergone furdamental change, The market mofel so.
sioty hes glvays been one of exploitation and there.
by of domination, mmmg the cless structure of
‘sontety, Ecowovar, Borbert Marouse end Josa Paul
Sartre wore woll avare that ot 1osst $n Prance & in
Ui8.4, many oocmoGitics are availsble to the working
slesess o8 wll s the upper clssses, The sxistence
of thess commoiitios (Dss not provent then from chie
tioising capitalism for a variety of ressons, First
of all, capitelism cannot support sll of its citi.
zons, amidet affiuence thore exists an unferclase,
Sesond, the goods and services required f£or the matin.
tononts of the stanfard of 1ife in France are Girected
for japorialist expansion aod finally the quality
of tho commodities offerod t0 the mpsses by the

a8, Ihmp Ps 3

29, Harbdert mmmﬁ mt gooiety 3 His theory
‘otmumm 15 that vhere s Sellors and.
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ctrporate elite is slisnsting and yepresaive, The
abuys discoussion shows why the now raflicsls oppose
Proneh mmma {in modern hiun, strporate eapie

ta ‘”ﬁ}t

The Bew Left intellectusls viev inperialiss in
the sgme broath os ¢spitelien, It i concatved of a8
& system of rolationships . exploftotive o thut ¢an be
supported oy opposed as o syster, Henoe, s OpDOSi.
tion to tmpsrialiss o8 a So0clal systen vould de anc.
thor fnstonos of radical politiosl conSOAGUNDEES,

, Imparmumm usuolly rofers to some form of
javolvoment of one countey in tho esononte, poiitical
or pilitery affairs of gnother acuntery, 7This beocwns
clear when the U.d.A. was Involved in sggresalon in
the lake 19608, It was ons of the most radical causes
for students’ Rewolt st Borkeley ia the U,G6.2, ad
the Hay 1068 orisis in Paris, The Prenth eapitalism
in its nﬂuﬁaﬁw phase (Amporisiist phass) ocsn do

w,. wmmy Arblmter. ﬂﬁtm mmmey axﬁ N
Collapse of Aeformisn® 50 Ragl ~
Pe 154,

Oo Lichthe
ai'wgi‘ ::.w.m"

y (Lonfion s Allen Lane,
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any EAnd Of harm to the working class movemeut ss vell
88 the soolsty os a whole thereby the concept of rat
jonal sodlety on the basis of revoluticnary ideas

and idegls would b o nmyth and an S1lusion, In the
situstions in 0,5, ond France in the late sixties,

the now raiteals 1ike iark Rutd, fudd Dutschie, Pensel
Gohn Banﬁm, Joan Paul Sartre Alain Krivine, Henry
tador ote, took tho mmaaxm positim that the
eantrol foous of the NHew Leoft s %o amsa_a Asperislism,
Thoy specificslly singlel out Vistnes in this context,
but the fear of imporialist polfcles of other infus. .
trigl sccisties inclufing Yrence was in their minds,

Up ¢o this point we have prisarily disoussed
whot the Sow Loft 15 sgainst . there 19 ovidence of many
ponbors of the New Left are against capitalism, fmper.
ialisu and poves struotaros, Bsfore discussing of
vhat the Hew Loft is for, the ideology of New Left
roticoted in May 1988 in Pards 1s analysed in tho next
pegtion,

The atudent movement of 1968 in France was

not & kind of stufents® unrest ss happened in other
¢m:~m,m it wan a pointsr to many thingsitretitional

a2, ?ma’m *m:ms mnhmmm
* : Aty ~ {Londlon ?ﬁmm, ¥01,75, Q&W




- @ -

&% voll as revolutiomary, In regard to the former
aspoot, the stulent movenent started dus to certain
ascumilated ressons like the rigif centralisation,
tho rigif desiston of fasulties leaving student 1it.
tle chmones to switeh the ruthless gulliotine of exo.
mﬁuﬁim@ the abssnco of adntact botueen professors
el studonts, no 1ibrary facilitiss for the increased
suabse of stulonis . no scope for social life, dis.
ordoply reforss in syllsbus,

Broalily spesking the fdaclogiosl or revolution.
ary charsotor of the studont movement was deternined
by tvo dcofnant trendsy snbi.establishment snd also
against the anti.establishment, JIo other words, it
. was against de Oaulle's regioe anfd at the 2axw tine
St wa¥ against trofitional 014 left . the Prench Come
munist Party, Objectively looking at thoe avisis of
the Proanch sooiety would poss two fmportant questionss
fi¥st, whot wore its causes and objoctives? In the
University - tho Freuch orisis wed & orisis within
this institution . the students Giscoversd the shaurdity
of & contralized systen unchanged for the 150 years,
in capable of changing, distiiling a culture oud of
toach with the needs of present sooiety,>® Deprived

383, Dentel Cohn mm“tu' "«‘;' o
. Hige ALXSINALIVEy (oW JOrK

uiise ¢ Tha Late
srew H411,1968)p,68,




of sny possibllity of joint work ané exchanges with
Protonsors, to say nothing of oontention and of working
for the future . they found thomselves faocod with &
 government vhoss reforning ambition was lisited, under
the gulse of ofaption, to tightening the boods of educoe
tion to the capitalist system, The students influenced
by the idess of pevolutionary "gurus®, ohallenged the
content of efusetion, pefiagogioal methods, and the
sueinl significancs Of the culture, ito olass charaster
ard thorefore domanded both & legitinate place for
stuont power omd antonomy for the Univessities,d

The stuflent.ralicals linked tho stuwlent movement with
thet of the workers and mede o Fregoh conpecticm, d.e,
the factories became Universitiss and the Uniworeities
were convarted into factortos, The influence of the
stodents on workors was more effective than tho traile
timﬁ; or official left parties, The sulmination of

it wm the oscupativg of the Paotopies by the workers,

~ Por 1ts part the workers' movement, by the
spontansous ogcupotion of faotories and tho general
atrikes of Hay 1968 was o atruggle agsinst oapitaliesnm,
*im principal resstn was the policy of voluntary

34, Jean.Francois Sevel, Hithont iig
{flaw York: Ppubledsy and C
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situefoun Of oxpansion ond of induced unewployment,
roflegted in de Upulle’s stabilization of an suthori.
tstive ond represcive anpitalisa,™ The economie
choless of the goverament were accompanied by sladsie
avuntorparts in the capitalist regimos growing soolel
ol mgﬁmﬂ. inequalities and fisoal benefits toO
private profits and oozpuniss ot tho expenss of wage
enpners, In tho face of & polioy so unfavouradble to
thoir interests and in the face Of 50 many socoumulated
affronts, the workers, and notably the youth, did not
fool that tho old forces of the left wore onpable of
bearing tho burden of their protest nor above all thet
the Parliswent wes afequate to translcts it into action,
‘Thoy vecupled their fastories, theredy insisting on
s rogime that would better oatisfy thofr Socurds, In
aotusl faot that weans & regime of sociullss » which
the How Loft stulent.redicsls vere demanding, S8

The students warecarrying two flags: blaok ant
red, the first representing anarchism swl second for
Hapzism, Ths stodent lesters 'wua were thoorising
the May events) of both the radical trends were heafing
ditforent groups, namely snarchist group, Trotskyinte

38, Zbﬁm Peil,
. Dantel Singory Roalude %0 feve
% Hav. 3288 &fﬁa&;' on !
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group, Maoist group end unified soolelist students,3?
These group lesders 614 play s key rols, Thelr sim

was t0 ovorthrov the repressive consumsr soolety™

by & kin8 of creative Or spontensous revolutionary

. method eﬁvwatmd by Dantel Cohn Pendit, On the ottier
wtmm, there was an alfenation of students from the |
maagy of the officisl &ef&. ‘

| 'f | m atﬁemmm who werve vehomently opple
_ fsiag m traditional outlook of the old left (French

’ﬁwut Party) nale two ssoumptions m;atﬁing the
amatim of a now rovolutionary parts viSeamvis the
official Joft., The first essuaption wos tha fromation
of & now r&v@lﬁu@nm party to the laft of the PCP

37, Potrick Gegle and Haureen MeConville, Zeanch Hay
lution 19@ ﬂ&ﬂwwt Ponguin m' p e ] ' De 128,

o8, ‘m.ﬁ , in this context, the consumer
| fofined by tho stulentsredicsls 13ke,
mm Mit m: Dutsehice,; Alsin Erivine hﬂmﬂ

Wotmr mm. + the nvomum nastars
Herbopt %mms hm Nﬁ am» ~ I8 that
wvhesrs tho aawau mzmzm
aof igncres the &am M 1:& msa, the
nuwmaz with Yistnam want h am

- the rojection of tho coasuser amsm mm
aapitalism &5 tho most aonplets mﬁﬂ. of this society,
The fow Left raSicals forced this consumer society
to aone t0 the negotiation tadle « consumer op
industrial sosioty, it 18 eulled caraivorous flower,

Cohn Wiﬁ. B 33, DPL20e21,



sonsisting of all those Haolsts, Trotakyites and
anarchist Communists who for meny years hal beon haras
sfing the party of Waldeok.Boohet snd who undoubtedly
Joired the PSY and the nost hard.lins worker slements,
- Tho second assumption wos that the opisis of Hay 1008
nignified the emwrgence tt o stodont novoment which
haf to b reckoned with o8 a force in the French |
political scene, ‘Bm pecond sepus to o more signifi.
eant bocsuse its original thesis was to breskewsy fron
the old treditionol loft,

The minority groups mefe g comaendabdle contrie
bution 8o that the a:pitalist soolety was shaken to
its very founfiotions, Hossuse of their leadership and
offorts, the rebellion against a reprossive Univepsity
wos turnod fnto a struggle against an Opprescive
sosiety, > The ideclogy of Now Left Guring tho late
m or partioulardy in 1963 18 expressed by the thane
groups, Hore we would discuss one by one &ifferont
groups and their ideclogiesl oontent vis.a.vis 01@
ctmuntste. fomunist Party of Prance,

30, Josef aememwm, *mﬁnm Prodtlams of Hovolutionary
Struggle®, B - £8, 01,47, June 1’9%‘
De
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Anaychism as & politicsl philosophy hos the
folloving prinotpless Pirst, Hen 13 essentislly
tontgn oreature, He was born good Or with s potentiality
for goodnoss but he has been corrupted by tho habits
ond institutions of sooiety « particularly private
praporty anf the stats are artiffsial agencies through
which ten exploit ond corrupt esch other, fecond,
sooial chango must bo smmm, Girect onf nass.
bosed, Politionl Parties, trais unifind - indesd all
organized movementa are themselves orestures of
suthority, Third, industrial ofviiization, no matter
vhiat the form of ovhership Of the mesus of production,
uarps the humen spirit, 4oy soclety built on an
industerial strusture 19 bound to Gebase the motives and
fupalses of thuse who 1iw in %, Zscontisl for
angrohist thonght, however, i the rejoction of all
sosreive authority exercised by men over mm;.% Anave
chism postulatos that without coersion and stringent
outsife pogulotivns overyons would have grestor possibl.
1ities to devolop his potential orestive personality,
Oome anorchists rejost viclence, But revolutionary
viclonee 1s afivocated Op atlenst fuplied but, unlike

40, The Enoyclopsefie of Britsnnica, vol.l, 1,575,
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the coxmmnist varioty, 1t 1s to come 0 Da¥s without
henefit of a hiorspchicol party on lesflors who impose
their will on an organized movement, & '

Deniel Cohn Bondit who wes lealing the Mgy
1058 atudonts? revolt was -mammm the ideclogy of
anarchiss, The anarchist leafers hod the declozioal
position that their political attitude wes not dstore.
mined by a study of Prouhon or Pakunin or Ercpotkin .
tho famous snorohists, It combined hatred for Gsullist
eqpital iom, disappointment with the Sovist experiment
and . contempt for conmuniot buresuersoy, lesiing to
o nistrust of sny structured Wg_mm&tm'

Trotsky is for the party.liners an old enswy,
Trotaky, who vas Lenin's partnor in the Ootober
fovolution 1017 and the founder oOf the Bed Army, was
for years tho hated hepotic, The partp.liners thought
they hod got pid of his shadow, %The revolutionary lull
anf Stalinint metholds mado 1t porsible to isclate the
Trotakyists, The idess of Trotsky « his oriticism of
Stalinist burcauoracy snd his concept of persanent
wwluﬁmﬁ - found a now public smong thoyouns, In

Qﬁw Xﬂx‘kl it & vnr, 1975}y D.123,
yﬁwﬂ"
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Hay 1968, the fauous Trotskylte orgmnizations like
FER { Poderation of Hevolutionary Stuients) and JOR
{Jounesse oco:munist revoluticn) or (Revolutionary
GCommunist Xouth) were prominent, Alain Erivine was the
famous Trotskyits theereticisn of thet Moy oriais,
Trotskyito groups beowss vitlont by nocessity, The
young people from these social catsgories in contast
with resiitics tried to chango the soolety, They
vested to smesh Gtalinist Muroauorscy.™ The Stalinist
buresuorsey vas ooufronted by the prowing revslt of
the stufents and workers in all workers' states, The
-~ intellsotusls of this group alongwith Others wanted
t0 oreste a ravolutionary Marxiat organization that
would fight for the victory of a soolalist rovolution
80 that the power of the vmﬂ@r& would not just B an
ompty pheose, -

The sandbors of this group attuacked the orthodox
whon they preferred to osll the revisioniat comwunist
party., Those stulonts woro interosted in organizing

7, Cohn Dendit saif *What I enjoyed after 13 Hay
% demonstration, was to hawws gtm st the bosd of the
parafie with the Stslinist Seourdsols in tow in the
rear,® Gee Cohn Nendit, n,33, p.57,.
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ths worzors in order to serve the people, Their

attaok was btoth on the systen and the 014 lLeft, This
group of revdlutionaries was influsnosd by the Chiness
sultursl revolution with its snti.bureauaratic message, 4
Hostly schock students were the wenbers of this group,
Their s2ogan was « 'Fresdom of Action in School'y by
whish they memnt sgitation, distributing traocts, hoyoo.
tting olemsces, Cisrupting exams, In their ainds they
often equated dlass struggle with strugcle in oless
rooms, Like thelr revolutionery elder brothers and
sisters, they fought for the same rights: Creefiom to
wan their own affeirs, fresfom to have thoir say, frecion
%0 teke part in politics, frecdom to mske lova, and
normal sex 1ife st soventesn,

Hesides these groups, thero was anvther group
uhich merited the attention of the old trafitions) left,
It was the Synliocalist group » Unified Soclalist Stuflents,
Jaoyues Bauvageot was the Synifoalist lesder, The
mesbors of this group toposed and oriticired ths repres
soive ospects of oorporsto oapitaliss, They repeatedly
dalled for iiberation of oppressed poople by stulent
potivists o8 well a8 for thelr own 1liberstion fron




Mrosusratic constraints, power structures ond other
frhibiting cirousstances, Thess denands vers al)
aspeots of aatagonism Lo externsl controls over m&&m
duals, espuoislly by such agenciss a8 tho state,

These were tho ultroerevolutionary groups which
ware upholdtag the plotform of Harx, Bekujn, lenin,
Trotoky, Oartro, Horouse, Hav, Frants Tanon, Casted
and ChiowCusvera, Though these groups thought differentiy,
they worked togother agoinst thoe Doteblishmont and
wontel €0 break the fovisionist foreoe of Stalinist
Commumisn, The stulenterebels spoim out tn many things
whish provified fo0d £or the survival of the Hew Left,

among those, the prominast Onas are Oppressive Sonsuner
poeioty, guerrilla warfavo, rovolution, ﬁmnm
working class and old left,

The stulents, in addition to the aosdenic reasons,
took & uﬁmg objeotion to the charsoter of Prench |
soniety, They complainsd that technooratis socisty
4008 not preparo them to play any role, doss not offer
thow enough opportunitiss and they rejécted the Oppre.
Boive society and its prinoiples iu toto, The stulents
rodols opposed the technleal sccliety neither for Ats
tochnology nor tho technieian, but for the diversion



of teashndlogy towards ends which they julge Sppressive
for menkiod, % sven those who 448 not state the matter
80 oleurly Telt at the very least the aplsence of any
eals or gosls for humen sction in technooratio
aﬁaﬁ%y@ They found noither s cmrwer waiting for them,
nor any logie in beginning e career st all in o world
mm there sxe no amgw any Beologinel novenents to
oarry then nlmg.'ﬁ Thers were rofidosl slogens during
tho student revolts *Zoup stoiety 1o Siok mnf you and
~ your capitaliss are the sickness requiring destruc.
tion,* | |

Secondly, the students wers refifcally inficenced
by the ifeas of Cho Gusvers snd Hegis Dedray, Specie
mnm thoy 91@396 ap the dominant ond effective
revolutionary prinoiple, gusrrills worfare, The
studants stood in the presence of a genuing Pevolution.
it mpdelled on the Cubmn revolution of Pidel, Che,
 and Regis Dobray rather than on the olspsical protos
ﬁ'ﬁh ﬁw way the stolent.rebels 91&3 oo

&2 Ogles ' am “ﬂwﬂmi ' ﬁonm m NN
* sf - iltaration, July/sugust 1088,
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of then most important doctrines of tho boox is the
guerrilla movenent, It wae steafily applisd during
tho fateful days of Hay 1088, Observers witosssed
a mumber of guersills techniosl achisvemsnts of ths
stulontes acourste positiontng of darriosfes, pheu.
matie drdlls and quick destrustion of pavenents for
t&itm&lm, wires placed asrces the strests at ankle
and nsdk lewsl tO break the police sdvance in the
night, Ynlotov ocOektallw, kit and run tactices, ete,

 fhese stullents® interest in Harx owntres
matnly on the recently rediscovercd sarly veitings,
with their emphasis on the total alisnation of nman

in preseat soofety from the true oo froe 14f0 of

the spoctes, What the nev relicals or m’ffmem |
saw ssserting 15 a combinution of parancic oonspirsoy
thoory snd & sinilorly extrems approsch to the

thoory of mem” They sre asserting that the

total structuss of the wordd we live in s Dlased
anil corrupted by “the slave systenm to tho extsnt
that nearly every aspect of existing socisty is
engaged in distorting, crushing sol oppressing the
husan spirit which 1s, es & result in a state of
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a etaplete alisnatiom from 1% true ard free mﬁm‘“”.

The solienstion of argued by the New Left
intellectusls hes two broad Gimensionsy glienstion
fens the eadionl Moology of the 014 Left, and the
slienatieon from the political Systom, 48 Car a8 the
forper category is oonoernsd, the working olaoss,
partioularly the younger section of the workers, was
oompietely aliensted fromthe Prench Comsunist Party,
Trey held that the Prench Comsunist Party hefl adanm
& roformist approach $0 the prodlome of wvorikers,
what the 018 CP hes bsen dodng 18 nothing dut niddle
aless refornise in the name of working poople and
working clsss movement, Secondly, the French Comsunist
Porty gepsrplly spoaks with two volcss, combining
Leninist 18e0l0zical phrases with aleotoral and
refornist practices,® 5o this kind of seformist
bohaviour of the 614 CP provided the acops for the
slisnation of workers fron tho left ideology &8 such,

B mmmm Ps *aimatxmﬂ m Bwﬂﬁh.%m ma

50, Banial am wm &m *m ﬁmmhﬁ Party of
Franoe continues €0 publish soms works of Marx and
of Lenin ol of other revolutionaries, even &mw@
thess writings hove csssed Lo have sny bagring
tho party's prastioal policies, It dehoves ) rm
8ll rofornist bhodies plays the mz,wemm zm
mm the prastices of bouepoois mmmy

ply dnvolved in the systom and ackes pacts of
ail sorts with cspitaliste,

Cohn Dendit, n. 33, pp.147.50,
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Benidos, tho New Loft lesfors also talk about
the auenat;im feor the existing political systen
‘whieh vae nothigg but the personal proporty of
torepal Go GAULLE for ten ysars (1958.1968), The
- attsok of the New Left on politiesl systen doas tell
kg the mamitatiw ,ss;am hm nele 'smimm Lo
alionote from the self o5 well as fron the axternal
anvironsent, Thore is alienation froz thoe existing
politicsl system which the authorities and the power
strusture havo arrangod in such a wey as €O keep _
soal discent from challenging that power gtrmmgm
Tho tssus that runs through sll ideclogical dedates
18 the right to dissent in sosleties that have boen
erofiod Oor have never dowelopsd that right, In the
attenpt to develop the contept of dissent nearly all
the radical Vew Loft leclers afvooste the theory
vhich stroszos o vorkers® control &8 an expressiom
of the Gooision to move the Foual point of porsonal
froedon from the abetraot to something more ommerete,
Prosdom and portisipation in one's plove of work ave
to replace constituensy or psrty 1ist demcorstis
shoiae, o |

51, Doniel am, .,tem Debate on Alisnstion® in, Lot dex
fed) ] » (Lomdons ﬁuorgs sllen aod amm |




aithough tho New Left sctivists employ the

usual terainology of the left in dencunfing aomser.
vatism, ospitalism, and burcancrsoy, yet their
bitterest contompt 15 roserved for trofitional SO
nisn, Traditionsl cozumniswm 18 disliked by the Hew
Left nilitonts glmost s¥ much o8 copitslism, the digtes
- torships of BDastorn Furops, together with the gensral
~ inereato in prosperity that has taken place in the

‘western world, @mm Harx mafe his dise prophecios
of ggﬁsﬂm pouperisation, cvents have resfierod Srafite.
%1% comvmanist approsch extromsly mmmiwﬁ@

The role of the Prench Commmint Party ia the
Hay 1968 rovolutionary srisis showed how the 2OnSoN.
vative left party is outflanked by the now militants,
Tie Prench CF undl the OO (Confederation Genoral Ge
Traveil « Goneral Confederatiom oOf Lasour}, had besen
phascs of the revolutionary orisis in Hay, They
noithor sav the arisis in ocspitolism nor the sooisl
arisis coming which vore properly understood by the
nov refilesls, For several doys they €46 not belisve
that o major pulitical orisis, perheps legding €0 the
fall of the rogine, could be posible, Bor 418 they

52, Rerbert Marcuse, Soviet Harxl

Phe 1738, ' ' '




bolieve in tho strength of the revoluticnary groups
of the sxtrems left, This explains why the French
Comminist Party wos gonstantly mmning dehind the
revolutionary tide, It waes not able to direct the
ovants of those doys until after it had resumcd
sontRol over the eituaticn, 7This 1s n result of the
besitations (which were fatal to the revolutionary
thoory o8 well s to practice) and the instinctive
diatrust of the party tmu&u the complex movements
which take place outside the party's own schemos
std which sometines inspire a cortaln kint of femr
in 11,53 |

The old consergative Comsunist Porty 418 not
openly want tO g0 beyond the 1imits of legality e
in this respect it was backed up by the COT . labour
union of the Commnist Party, This was true partly
because it 414 not really want a power takeaOver for
which 1t was not prepared anf which would have besoos

53, Cohn Bendit says, "The Commmist Party during the
days of Hay played the game of tho state and the
bourgecisie in thoory no less than in practios,
The party 410 not make en attompt o anslyse tho
;;ﬁ gma%mlnf&g’ Hgimmiﬁgftgh 8 ggumu

oeiety, namoly its support of the hioparohy, T
 party also 414 not oppose o a soelal hisrarchy,®

" Cobn Bonmdit, n,33, P 110.31,
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pgasible only after a gigantic and unoxpocted sure
prise, During this pariod of Hey, the action of
the CP was less aized ot revolutionary oonguest by
diroct fores than at getting the rogime to yield in
the Pace of intimSdation and fntoxication through
# SER11ful poldey of pressure,5® The POP trisd go
snother the gmmuﬁ, to exhaust 4% in o war Of
norves of exceptional intensity, rather than to
overthrow it by pure fores, Xt wanted the govern.
ment to resign 80 that 1t could appear g8 its quusi.
Xegal suscossory (o olear oxpreselon of the refor.
mist phlioy of conservative Communist Party), The
POP docidel not to go beyond the Limits of legality
and 1t shied oway £rom insurrection. This vas oem.
tainly not bocause At respsoted the formep anf
ropufiiate the latter, The essentisl ressornd wore
thot 4t woalized that it was very 44ffiowlt to
ashiasve its gopl beyoed the framework of lsgality,
because the holy alliance betwesn the 0)¢ £F and
the middle class would bo disrupted, Oesondly,

the dsaisive roason was that it was afraid of the
aemmmgm arfl strangth of General de ﬁaunt.

54. ﬁhﬂ:&im G&ml&, “Pponah ci*, amg,, Some
Unpardonable Brrore®, Lg soapunists, (Paris s
ﬁ& 143, 1962) June, p. 2,
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Lastly, the revolutionary potentiality of the Comm.
unist Party wvan ot utm, that is why 1t conmidored
de Osulle, the Lenin of the movonent 1960%, The
Communist Party which graduclly lost the support

of the workers, particularly the ysung workers, was
vory otitionl of tho extrems loft nilitants, It
rosumed the langiuage of insult o militents of the
16t with vhom it 634 not agroe On clessless soafoty,
Horoover, in the basckground the PCF and the COT have
constantly sought to put a brale 26 the noremont
insteod of letting it develop all its strongth, |
Thore are twd maam for this, The first is the
rofusal of the PCP £0 lot & scolalist tronsfirmstion
take plsos over which 1¢ would not have eomplets
control, There is no possidle compromise vith this
attituda; 1t must go efthopr becguse the POF evolves
b beoause it is mg&ma& 1 the losdership of the
strugglo,

85

The second resscn for the CP braking effort
18 st1ll more wﬁﬁ%ﬁ& In multipiying the

1assleas Aualoty ¢ A&m’nr wpitos ‘*In a
Iy iy 180010gy is the relar ‘
vhi@!a and the erlmt in utzaah the m;ﬁimh »
of tho people to thelr 1liv sonditions 18 row
md for tha dansfit of ths doainant alens,
a clussloss socloty, m idoology s the relasy
rough whish and the a&m& in which the relae
of the poople to theiy living cmwtm
mg for the mrze ar oll the peopie,”
&uw Althusger, P (London & Penguin
Bogis, w)y PP.
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tnitiatives of popular management at the dase, the
rogcent oovenent has given on image 0f very grost
frogion $0 the agoialist sgciety it is vorking to
ereato®, But in tho ayes of the Comsn Bt Party
s soclalist soolety is o centralized and suthori.
tarion svaliety Oweor a vory long phess, Henes, the
Hay movenent dff 1068 appasred to the Communist
Party mistsken 1o its orientation, This s the
fondanental fdet)logicoal cnfldoet,

What it all boils down €0 is thab the fdoa
logioal errors committed by the lesders of the Party
end the COT wore unpardonable because firstly, they
holped the Gaulist govornment to survive and cecondly,
they sllowed to taie ofdventage of & bBreathing spaca,
while 1t oould heve fallen befor® tho mighty esssult
of the vorking class and now relioals, J.P. fartre,
vho was holping the nev revolutionsrfes theorati.
sally a8 well a8 praotically, said that the Commmnist
Party botrayed the May Revolution, “EL% '

DO L ety 18 ros wty, Pronco is
Y am&w %w:.@ m:ougn mﬁ fm nead police
pressure to accelerate the centralization of
eollootive sovings, It s not the Swiet
a1l that cen represont the socislism bore, The
erisis that France has m& 1ived thtmg shm
that the Conmunist Party
its basio orisntetion m in the type of m.
eimy for which it is ﬁm&n:.
f:meam, "Towards o Bew Bxtrenism Left
in ?rm » Lo ﬂzgwa'wmh}(ﬁ'um,ﬁs Juno 1968)p, 7,
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the sociolisn is not flying fromthe Giffel Tower, the
fault 1108 with this Jommantist Party teainsd since
1045 not to take power, not to question®e divisions of
‘the world performsd ot Yalta,">? He also wided that
 the coommists hol stopped to ank thenselves how ons
 shoudd naks 8 revolution in sdvanced countries, The
party locdership wes afrald of the pevolution degsuse
it hafl no confidence either int he revolutionary
abilities of the workers nor in that of the now
refifonls, It has besows a duroansrstis brake on
rovolutionary ohange, It failed to behave 1ike
rogolutionary cofires but like of the lesders of
soared petty bourgeoin, ., bewilderel by ewvsnte
sl sorsmbling around for somothing to day

57 Yarouse calls the warmg alaszes of edvansed
infustrisl soolety as the hell of the affluent
society, He nks  the working olaszes are a8
nuch daodivod and gorrupted By material pros.
pority os everyons olse,

Herbort Marsuse fLuprthor goes to the extent of
m that worst of all Mmtrin goctety has
ki the urge to m&s{ he olass wap
betwveasn bourgecisie and wghu lma orficd not
only in aollusion between the lebour unions and
the employers Lyt in t namaﬂ igtion of the workers
to their Gum condit they ere all 20 well
off in their own syas that they con no iomger sot
a8 agonts nﬁ' humﬂ al transformation, Workers
ard bourge by their dosire L0 preseorve
existing Wtimuma suffer from the sano
. Gisogse, the Regelinn “happy consoiousneas® fors of
ﬁmi‘ertabio self.deception adbout their oum torus
interestss thoy bolfove that proluctivity, !Mm..
%z‘ia}, outm? ﬁzﬁ :nﬂ mr;‘ sonsuaer ¢
O overyona's sfvantape, uvmﬂs
the ,Elcg of Gocialisn 18 not f1 m@ 24 ptel
?nzfxﬁ te { French), (Paru, 16 July, 1988),
P
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in a vaouwan 2um.m 25 say, in conorete torms, the
troditionnl Joft s danloeupt, It should go,

~ Tho Hew Left o5 a movenent hed certain beliefs
and ideology, Though the loaders and aotivista of
this novement were drawn from the affinent upper
middle alass otratum of the westorn sosiety, they
614 not heve that widdlo glass hangover on BUULgSe
08 rationalist mode of thinking, They wanted to
1ibapato tho naaplﬁ of the lower ordor of sosiety
£ron the oppreseive state machinopy and gleo from '
the long.standing illustry 1declogy of the tradl.
tional left portics, GSlmultahecusly they wanted
to sot up o nev sooloty whiloh does not give soope
to the Lllusions of the bourgeols nor of the re.
formist communiast practices, The Harxiss of tho
Hew Loft 318 not basod on 014 Hdard but on a New
arx,™ For the larx the New Left intelleotusls .
fo)low is not oo much the osomomist, the lator iHarx,
the puthor of Das Kaepital, but sathopr Hars the so.
siologist, the author of the carly writings, of

iy (Londion ¢ Dodley




Harxies 1s mt t;m mm» themselves & Hago.
1ion motaphysioians, neither positivists nor soleb.
tifse dstormintsts,®® Henco thoir Marz s the phis.
osophor of slienation, In othor words, the few Left
gives nev 11fe €0 Marx in the role of a philosophor,

@wmﬁm the Bow Left diffors from 014 Left
on the question of the rule of working class a8 &
rovolutionsry force, Harx himself theorises that
the ubrking classes of advenced industrial sosiety
wonld become progressivoely sore Lmpovepishod, In
the process they would resch such a situstion that
it would be humgnly intolerable for theaz to dear
the esonomic turden and the poverty, Then muly,
they woulS be in a position to enact the role of the
wiiverssl revolutionary cless overthpoving the
capitalist systom and {rt rofucing sooialiss,

This theory of Horx s become an vutdpted vne, The
Bow Left does not cntortain this hope, It despairs
of any revolutionary setion from the vorkers of the
westorn world, Horbept Hapeuse's approach to this

(m%ﬁﬁ $ E?Gm Hrea Lo 1 Py o 48 .
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‘ problen is a notable one, In the analysis of New
Loft suoh workers howe bocome statut.quolst and
bourgeois gné therehy mﬁ part of the Ea%buﬁhm.m

ﬁma the Now Left dm hamw in the revd.
mﬁmw role of the working cless &n the Llustriasl
sgaisty, thay, at the same tise, have found another
projetariat suggested to tham by Mao and Prants Fanon,
This new projetarist 1s composed of the Impeusri.
shed possonts and rurid workers of the third world
and slso the Hogro inhabitants of the Ancrican ghee
ttoes, together with miscolisnecus aliensted drop.
guts fron the vostom bourgeois universitiss, Colo.
nia) pvolts are ssen o8 signs of life &n this new
4 ym'&ﬁar&ah@j ‘

Thirdly, the Hov Left belioved in freedom
ard dexoeracy o was prepared to Light fop thess
fdenla, Joan Paul Sogtre wvho gave s philosophical
bage to the nwement hos teen saphasining the frees
dom of indiviSual, Por freeliom, endows hin with &
sense of responsibility, This view of freedOs was

62, Prants Penon, The lilaLohe
* e Fstzmgg%, {Lore :
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supported by Hervert Harcuse, That 18 why the Sew
Left believes and sudscribes to o synthesis vhich
brings snd binds together the best of demooracy and
Harxism, The intellectusls of the Now Left stress
al80 on partioipatory dosoorasy because within the
aontenporary approashos to demsvaracy, participstory
Somocracy 18 a revolutionary notion, %he entime
approsch of the Hew Left built on the notion of
part {oipatory demoeraoy 48 designed to protuct a
ses.change in modesn politics sud sscioty,

| e moat dominent principle of tha fdevlogy
of the lew Left is the glorification of viclenos,
This sspsot of the Hew left ideclogy sharply demar.
cates. it from traditional Harxist thought, ¥o
Harx, revolutionary vitlence might be inevituble in
the noed of the hour before the creation of revolu.
tionary situation, But Harx regretted it and he had
no sympathy with those insurrectiontsts erd sner.
ohists vho relished tho prospost of revolutionary
vidlenc®, Iqually, the orthodox ccomunists, irres.

poative of their appromch to differsnt situations in
ditPopen Poriods of history, play down the rols of
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violonce, The communist theory proclains ninimal
t@w{.m 1t speaus of poaoe,

Fanon gives sevaral ressons for thinking

that “violonee is good,” Viclence alone, he vrites,
violenco ocommitted by tho peopie, violence efuoated
e organised by its leafors makes it possihle for
the masses to undorstaond soofal truthe ond gives the
key 'ta them, At anothor plave Fanon weitos s “At

the level of indiviSuals, viclence is s cleansing
torce,® He sdvocates the use of viclence as an
important dovice in the struggle against Curopean
eploaialiism, “Violencs frees the native from his ine
foriopity complexand from his dospatir and inaction,
It malkes hic foariess and vestores his selif.respect, w04
Fanon goes furthor onfl suggests that violence 1s
pulitically olvantageous us well, “ihen they hove
tekon violsnt part in the nstional lideration they
will ellow no one tO ¢t thomselves up e liderators.,
luninated by vicdlonce, tho consclousness of tho
people rebels sgainst ony pacification, ¥From now

on the damagogues, the opportunists, end the mag.
ioions have o 4Afficult taak," Hence, Panon's faith

63, Lawrenco potonu, *Thoories of Rewolution®, Hgrié
2alitics, Vm."m {Janupry 1933), P 3.59: |
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in violence hes alresdy bocome the sstablishol prin.
eiplie of the Hew Left momm%

 Jesn Pasl Bartre vas alse the chanpion of
vivionee in politics, Yiolence, he Says porvaden
sll oxisting Anstitutions end politicsl relsticge
ships, thorefors, the only way t0 fake w impact
on thom 18 to use violenos, He argmes that all
- politiosl sociotios rest on institutionaliged terror,
Hapreuse agroos with Sartre that the mtz\maam\ of
oxisting svelotios rest an wiolonce ond that vio.
lence 1o required to ovorthrow then, The Hew Loft
does not sdvosote the violenss usod £o uphold do.
mination but the violenos used sgainst the establi.
shed outhorities, Harcuse doos say that rovolution
efitalls violenso, Ho only gives support Lo the
philosophy of Dew Left that as long a8 vioclence
otmes from delow, from the ‘oppressed?, 1t is
aceoptadle, Hore Herbert NMarchse is wery frank in
his soorn for the boliof of Candhi end Hartin Luthor
Eing in non.viclent resistanco,

then tho studants of Paris in 10685 evoked
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tho urfbchod of tho earth, thoy wore thinking of
Prontz Fanom. 2he revolt is pure vislence and vic.
lence 18 the motive fores of every astion, It ves
the logioal lino for the movement of Daniel Cohn
Bondit, The reSical students of sy 1908 in Paris
ware rajsing slogens that without revolutionaty
vitlones no revelutlongey avvomont is possible,
‘Pantel Cohn Bondit wes holSing the banner of *wit
ilence is joy, viclencs is fruttful beosuse in it,
dcsires towo fiesh®, %% sessdes, they belteved ta
@ialectionl rossoning, changing svoisty by rova.
lutionary aotion and coclsdl rowdlution,

66. Haﬁiﬁl Cohn Miﬁ, *mmac Pmr M the
Businoss of Intellootuais™, Ramnaphs
wol, &7, (18G7.69), June éa, 1958, P 22




CHAPTER o 111

DECLING OF THE NEW LEFT IN PRINCE 7



The oarly part of 10608 witnesged the reforsmist
idonlogy of the Hew Left but the later part of 1580w
wnﬁ a step further in ite ralfoal surge, Appste
ently, the How Left movement in terse of sotivities
reached its peak in the late sixties, It is said
that the sarly 18708 is the poricd of decline far the
Hew left, 'The debstable point 1is about tho debline
of the How Loft, Bere, our intontion is to study
in the Tollowisg pages whather it is declining and
if o howt and why, aod if not where dows It exist,

in objoctive vm:ﬂa of the idecliogy of
the How Left prodominantly portrays two things

i, the role of t!m revolutionary idess; a
{1, tho role of revolutionsries,

A8 far o8 this tople is ctmcorned 4t is the
nodifisction of the revolutionary idess of the ear.
iier period in the context of the spirit and douand
of the situotions and circunstences, HOSt conspion.
ously, the role of tho working cless a8 < revoluticnary
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foroe is minimiged in the western infdustrial svcioty,
Hiex predicted that the workers would act as the
agents of sosinl transformstion in the avaing future,
and that the workers would be ermed with the theories
off rovolution snd bufld o “olassless® society vheve
 only ono closs exists . tho prolotarist, Secomdly,
about tho rdle of revolutionary violence £Or Ovore
throwing thoe capitolist society 19 also o modification
of the official Lofv,’ Along with this, other nudt.
~ f1cations to the treditionsl comsunisn are only the
play ond interplay of revalut iongry idoss,

This kind of debato about the theories of
revolution, Harzism, by the intelisctuals of the
 How Lsft 18 slways of the highest level, Some of
the dntellootuals of the New Left have dewolopsd a
aritique of the 1doology which is Gestroying higher
plucetion and simultanecusly the working oloss
novonent,® The now reficals nlso are debsting how
the vorkere huave bacoaw Stotus - quotst, They feel

j ﬁaﬂnrt !ﬁfm‘m 2ay8, “ﬁ’w Leftisn considers that
vtmanm a8 tho essential fores that weskens the
g againet it® in Rovert ?. ﬁa!.tt, aamtngtm

mm anﬂ Herbtort Harcuse, A Griticos of Pure
i ‘Wﬁm mm “ﬁl’ b 56 » ﬁ. m

. Gamm ‘marhnm, *The Frankfurt School” in Ney lLeft
Rowien, (Lunmdon : Ho, sa, HarchaApril, 19705 ,0.04,
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that the workors are losing thoir revolutisnary pow
tentislity not only becsuse of the alventsges of
the consunce socioty but also due ea the fallure
af the official left to politicies thex in the line
of the Harcist.Leninst philosopby, 8o by evalving
a oritique of iGgology, the mosbers of the New Left
vant 0 givo & now buse $o Merxism, thus giving a
‘now lease of 1ife to it, |

Thoe oritigue that the left radisslo uphold
18 omly offective if it i taken up by the exploi.
vod masses n & revoluticaery struggle, It 1
true thet st thot moment (during the lste sixties
and early ocaventios) the stufents and the self.
prociaimed revolutionaricr were fighting for the
gloval revolutionary struggle, But the revolutic.
nary action on the part of the working eless has
not d4sappeared in the vestern sountries, Duping
the Soys of Yay vpisis, it took the form of wild.
sat strikes and Gutbtiesks of viclence led by the
young vorkers, All this thaopization abwmut the
rowolutionaery potentislitics of the workers, the
prospect of revolution in wstern countries, the
smergencs of new radical ieology e8 an altormnative
to the of fislal loft, rovaluticnary vanguards, the
ney prolotarist, stufonts sod the intsliectusls
a8 nou soolsl forcos ote. have romained at the



lowel of abstraction, These ideus were coyfined

to the ivory tuwers where the revolutionary stulents
and tho intellectuals stay in for the formal Gis.
cussion on Harxies,

Segondly, the revolutfonary ffess of many
Boy Loft aotivists are not systamatiszed in & partis
sakor ideclogy. There are slvays vany thesds, antl.
thesns, thorefore, the oyathesis was diluted, £o5.
biding the evilvement of a partiouiar Hetlogy, So
the concrote expression of an eclogy is yet ¢o be
formed, The Hew Left intellectusls belonging to
the wostern countries and thisd world countries
are riding Aifferent wehioles, going by different
rochis to reach tho same dosting, That is why there
sre 4ifforent constituents of the New Left, liim
snarohists, Trotskyites, Maoists ete, Therefors,
thoir arrival ot the target of tulléing a so0ie.
itat am&aty is yot to tale plece,

hirdly, the coritigue of the ideslogy by
the Hew Left must be aozopted Dy the sxploited mas.
ses 42 tholir goal 1s o Do achieved, During the
poriod btotwaen the lute wixties ank the sarly sov.
entics, thoir ideology was attractive caly to the
yuung workers, Thoy 614 not have a partioular
grgenlestion in which the workers sould organive
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for the rvavolutisnary undertakings, 'They hefl only
difforont groups wepresenting voerious themas of 1de0.
logy of pany revolut lonarics idke Trotsky, Herbdert
Harcuse, Ghe Guovera, |

Pourthly, the call £or revolutionasry violence
- to vverthrow the sogine of de Gsulle wos a0t acoeda
tod by the old workess,

A

Finally, the at:wmt roifcals 418 not stend
to the oppreciation of the smsses for thes creation
of now kind of soclsty bocsuse tho student robols
emi# eonsifered a8 romantie revolutionsriss, or
&t nost utopions,®

a1l Q:!im rossons were attridbutable to the
fallure of thoe Hew Left anotivists' attemt to ohunge
o enpltalistio ozploftative aystenm fnto 5 soolslist
one, Bubt thot was mere a follure of the Hew Left
ectivists in bringlag o revalutionary change in
Fronioh aoctoty, but aot a decline of the Mew Left,
It wal o rovolutionsgy Pullure whish 18 o spring.
bhoned, Mo a sowrgo of thoory, 4% accumulotes

i OAZL. bt fatdesl. Sagion ,
{ﬁmm n Fmgma Pumaa&am, ‘29’73}, p, 20,
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axpertonce ond imouledgs,

‘The decline of the Yew Left ideclogy is vis.
nalized only in the oontext of s partioular histori.
#sol situstion, Hay 1968. In other words, Lt wus @
fadlure gt o particulor point of historical phese
of sonial conflict to change the world end Srens.
form tho buman condition, The revolutionary fatlure
of the New Left provided o new theory %0 the phile
‘osophy of Hamiisnm, The revoiutionary phenouencn

‘wgs placsd in its historiool context, Tho criticue
- of cvorylay 1ife beamme the core of the nev radfowl
 thotey, ﬁmry rovalutiongry project, therefore,
“roguived that & profound analysis of solemn socloty
ardl the forms of clienation choractopistis to it be
unfortaken, Te iight of theoretical analywis uss
thus redirected from the stuly of egonomie fastors
{modo of production, lev of diminishing returns,
surplus value, ete,) towards the eritivue of everyliay
nmsa |

4, Rogar Garawdy, he lutoioef
(inméaa ¢ Fontons, 1960),

fs Nichart Gomdin, The Oplcing of Holern Le:
{8ngland » Penguin Books 1975), pp. 8065,



The other dimension rogarding the Hev Left
gonizence 1o the revolutionaries or the new radicals,
The ontuard a9 wall o8 the ioward postare of these
now rolicals 45 simply the postures af;ﬁ)c dissls
dont proups, ZThey sre eithsr aliensted the idevlogy
of the officisl left or they are Tighting for a
place in tho rovdlutionary struggle, These revas
lutionaries comprised of professors, stufent.raficsls,
a fow rovolutionary theoretioclans and sotivists,
Thodr soolal origin is f£pon the middle class o
© they are fighting ugaiest the middle slses ifeclogy.®

| This group of new revalutionaries 414 dewlop
a nov porspeotive of Hurxisn which, on the one sils,
inventad tho crisis of capitalism end, on the other,
the crisis of soslalism, It was vory much tme that
in tho lato sixties ani early seventies French cspi.
tallen vas entering s different historical phuss of
actusl oxploftation, It ontored & phese of prolonged
stagnat lon, intonsified internztional competition

Ss 1hid, pp. 7072,



ond oonetary Manzﬂag? whioh compelle@ the bourgeois
goveranent $0 impuase cortain reforaist progroamnes
on tiw working cless, In the mesntinme, the Communist
Papty slso 410 not toke eny revolutionary initiative
to axploit the situation, Hod the situatiog boen
exploited, the story of tho Leftisnm in Prence would
have besn differont, The old comsanist party falled
t0 recognize that the situstion was pragnant with
confliots asd sosial uphesvals,® Hence, this phase
_of French capitslism genorated many contrstictions
which 1e8 to the oriss in Capltalism,

Tho Hew Left thinkeprs 414 not agreo on all
atsontial points, For instance, Herbort Marcuse
wes contradictod by mamy inoluding Kolakowskl,

Cohin Bondit, ete, Tho mailn reeson fOr this wad that
the How Left {nsiwed many, ranging fron the nede
Mamrdsts disillusionod with tve buregucratio commu.
nism of Boviat Union to now.Hogeliens 11k Marcuse,?
The sesult wad that somplete unanimity, considered
€0 bo mm ossentisl fosture of o construotive and

8, Cohn Dendit, Qeaolets
At ormative ( £0r

' Gbm Thorborn, n. 2, p. 53.
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scheront ideology, was not found in the approasches
of Yow Left radiosls to socio.economic problems,
It is, therefore, sald that the New Leftists i

® sss - Gre fnspired by a genuine concern
to protect human porson and rights,

But they are not clear gs o whaet changes
they wﬂiag and how can they sohieve
thon ..ee Thoy seom to 080illste bet.
ween tholr sllieglance to iamxiss which
wes 5 product of the ninsteenth centary
industrial movalution sud the new world
that is emorging in the waie of indus.
trial and tochnolopioal orisis of our
time ... They are perhaps all transi.
tional thinkers terying to splve the
prodiens of sdvanced technological
society with tho help of an lgwm
bslonging to g former one, "1V \

Tho Hew Loft intellestusls did atteck the
orthodox and roformist somsunist o8 devoloped in
the Soviet Comnugist Party bohind the iron curtain,
Instesd they thought of o new varioty of sooisliss
hosed on the prasticable propositions of Marxiso,
In this oontext Horbort Harcuse satd, "ie are today
fasef vith o highly developed techniosily edvansed
infustrinl socioty, which Is at ths seme time a |
woll. functioning and cohesive society, The alter.
native to this state of affaire if svoislisn, neither

19, V.8, Hehts, *Harxian in the Hofern World® in
* "'i-‘.“; ‘ L:'f‘ -. ,’; A .‘_.* S pw Vﬁl. WI,
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of the Stalinist brend nor of the post.Otalinist
brand but that of lidertarisn socialisn whioh has
slvays beon the integral ooncopt of socislisn,®
his type of soclalisn would be in stap with the
premiass of a dencoratic sﬂtm, 20 thém peuple
would have the boons of freelom, dewlopsent and
happloess, It also vould provide a now oondition
for oreating new men snf new needs, It does not
#imply omsist in amm "0 the nasses those
forns of confort, luwury or srt, onas the sole pre.
rogative of the privilego@ classes, but rather in
sreating vev acelds onl new smans of satisflying
thom, thus also creating unprecendented forms of
bappiness, of besuty snd of iife itseif,*ll

The Hew Left refiicals ware not slsar a¢ to
the kird of socialist socisty nop of the revolution.
Py ways to achlove 48, 411 the same the Hew Left
15 ravolutionsry. Despits all the revolutionary
talk that could be hoard in France evepn tolay amung
refloal young people nany have 1o slear ides of vhat
o sevolution impliss and no one knows how a revolu.
tion 1s going t0 be nade in a country like France,

11, Roger Gareudy, n, 4, p. 199,
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fho atudent revolutionarios sgree in the jong run
thay vent t0 replace ospitaliss with g non.represalve
80sislistic socloty tut are confused and divided
ovor short.run goolé, mzr 1don of establishing a
1ibvortarian soolalietio soclety remained as a flo.
titious entity . 1t 4s too adatract to be implemen.
tod, It wocame gn impossible tasic to the part of
‘the Dow Left intelleatusl minority ©o mske the re.
volution successful bocouse the workers in their
| sajority wepe boyond tholir reach, At that pertod
in the early 18708 the question was 1 how students
osould aaite oomtact with workers asd influsnco thom
in a revolutionary direction, ¥hen all the workesrs
of Prance 444 not bocome the part of How Left 1dec.
10gy, only & minority section of the 10 sillion vor.
kors supported them, it was obviocus that thelir nww.
fangled 1ibortarian socislise hef 0ot such gttras.
tivae force,

The most fmportant resson which 48 sttribu.
ted $o the fallure of the Hew Loft during the esrly
seventien vas tho ohallenge coming from the basis
boniniet concoption of the party & the hiersrehicsily
orgenised, highly disciplined vanguard cleiming for
1tself o utnopoly of revolutionary lesfiership, YThe
flow Left ssunedt to huve a very clear idea of what
to put in the plecs of this conesption but the goneral



- B8 »

tence of Uew Left thinking seewed to bo reliably ve.
flooted in the following statement bg ¢obn mm,
one of the founfers of tlm Haro) - ‘

1t is necessary t& gbandon the umm
of the leeding svant gﬂﬁﬁ to adopt
anotheyr mich a0re simple, much aore
decont and honest » of tﬁo active ain.
ority ¥hich plays th& role of the pele

T ALK e S

In cortsin objactive situstions . with

the help of an active ainority spon.

tanaity that permits the thrust for.

ward ond not the slogane mamwzm

of s lesdting, "

The ides here seans tv be thet the aotive
ninority wer organieof probably lovsely in o name
tor of groups and tried o exercise its influenos
on the naesges through action and example ratbor
then through mmpemw oduaste and organiae
thom, FHepe it 18 easy €0 soe how this kind of
thinking dmlom a¢ a respction to the rigid do.
guatisn ond suthoritarion pretensions of the
traditional commnist pmmm with thely diswsl
nowin secord stretohing hm (1n the sdvenced oaple
talist countries) ovor ﬁ balf a century, The impuse
gible tesk of tho low Left was to bring wt o
saccesaful rovolutlon with the help of sn astive
pinority besed on lo0so groups anf organizetfons
ool spomtaneity, Hence, tho lack of 80114 party
organisstion with the eonorete rovolutionary fdenlogy
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node it an impossible task for the Hew Left in Prance
%o sohieve the gosl, 70 conalufde ¢ it fa futileto
insgine thot s revolution can b sccomplished with.
tut strong ceontralized leslership, without authority,
without discipline %3 to fly in the face of nll the
Jessons of hMB”‘.w 80 the outright rejection of
Lenin's concept of the party by the Hew Left orested
sortain Sisdoliof and mistrust emong the workers and
contributed to the fallure of tho powolutionary
mevenent,

On the other hanS, the nev intellectual PFa.
@Gicols provided a new theory of erganization in the -
oarly seventiss, 7This nev thoory Says that opgani.
sation must grow out of getion and refioot the nseds
of aotion, OStrategy, plenning over falrly long
périam, soord inat ion, and m&mtm&m nay be
nacessary to soconpiish them, But organigetion cmn
nover bo anézﬂ in itself, nor can thedry or plan. |
ning or coordinating be ends in thenselves, Organt.
gation must grow out of those neelds and mist be
otapletely fiuld, changing with the shape of the

1& RW" WM#‘ £ yey 4o 1a 1m J*‘ gl ALY
(Lonfon ¢ Collins, 19701, Dp. 40=88s



_nsads vithin these bounds, 5o the beart snd brains
of any organisation must e in ite aotivists and
4t3 lossl action comuittoes not in any contral
comnittes, 13

o sun ap; the ressons for the faflure of
fow Left movement in achioving 1iderstsrisa Sooialism
vefe abstepot thoories of Hamgiem, abstract idess
vhich wvere not accepted by the working oluse 3 a
whole, inoohoreat, interpretation of tho philosophy
of Marxiam, the betrayal by the French Communist
Party, the non.responsivenons of the workers wnd the
acourml oted forcos of mrgwm donnoracy,

4 It night be wronz £O say that the soventies
was tho period of the decline of Hew Left, It s
hengo correct to soy that a% o particulaer point of
time a0l otage of the historical olass struggle, the
flow Loft mowenent failed, ainu then (after Hay
1063) the spiinter groups Like Anarchist groups,
Troskyite groups, Hapolst groups are oporating with
the sams {deologilenl wings., They sre walting for
another historical opportunity whioh will prove that

14, John Borbars mzmm;ah, "Huropoan Stulents
Hovements® in Y * 43 kiind AOVIE, Y03, 2@,
(fow York: Hap.Nov,1068), pp.28.38,
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men fight and lose the battle, but the thing they
fought for comes sbout in spite of their defast
and vhen it comes, other men have to fight for
vhat they meant,l}?

1& J Posmm’ DB T

Fom Tronch 3“”3;:@9&“’{37% . pp. 15&%"‘
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CHAPTER » IV

coNgLUSION

By wey of conclusion, it can be said that
the Yew Left fa not g kind of movement wbich cun be
Sald to have ended, It is & process vhich involves
a continuous dedato.uno end to it in the mear future,
Honeo certsin olseryations are sole, along vith sone
lascony drawn frosm the Hay 1068 and the prospect of
now radiclisn in Prence,

Although all historiesl evente have a feling
resonance shd attempts to solve current problens of
society by boosting desd sounds 40 not seen to work,
yot At 18 not wrong to call 1960 event a high tide
of revolutionary upsurge, The lessons Gravn fron
this movement are highly philosophisal and fntellec.
tusl, The prominent ones are olabaruted below,

Piratly, the Hay 1058 ferment 414 sim at
profound soclal change, This kind of suoial change
wos reasoned in the context of the technologicsl
revolution in ths West in the twentieth sertury,
The technologieal Pevolution hes accentuatsd tho
role of the intellfgentsia in profuction snd scofety, -
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Prom the other enﬁ, capitalism hos squeoged the
technological reyolution 1nto the narrow frasswork

of the techno.buresucratic hierarchy of the amo.
polies cnd thedr subordinate state mazmsmg"

48 & vosult of this, the scops for husan happiness

and fresfom is narrowed down, Honoe the nev redo.
1lson, or the mstbﬂiﬂ& tendency that was axpressed
sl expounfod by Cohn Bondit and his Conrefes agalnst
the ropressive aspects of tochnologicel aulture, mu'
nev tendency gave an {mpetus for the primacy of a
surious mixture mggiaaeim. recson oad sociol NOCH.

~ soity over the established md conservatiwe forces

of French Commnists, Cohn Dopiit and otheps, explored
the realn of possibility in the technologlesl socliety
and wanted to schieve some Of those possibdilities,
Tholy attempts culnminsted in un onfinishsd revolution,
appropristely known of iay 1068: first phase of the
French Soeislist Revolution,

Gosondly, the comaon understandtng that o
rovoiution 18 possible only under lewuderzhip of
the Communist Party proved to e false in vestesn
sosietes, The new raiicels take up the position

\\

1. iohael aipies Befisctions
poarat (Vew Yorks Basio




that rewolution without the conservative Communist
Party 18 more Likely thab otheywise. The Hay méa
Brought out the real tzuth in this context, In

Huy 196838 the workors 414 not toke over power in

order to bafld sootalism, 1f this 414 not vecur,

Lf tho dourgeods stato wos finally sble to regain the
roins of power, it was dus exclusively to tho betraysl
by the leslors of PCP and the Cenarsl Confoleration
of Labour (CO?), who controlled the great majority
of woriors,® These lesfers of the PCF and QP 416
svprything possihle to i5olato the stullent.radicals
and the revolutionary vanguard from the mass oOf workers
and thereby blocked a test of strength 4n the strests
vharo tho relationship of forces wos eninently
fevourable for the pevolution,

This btetraysl was & consequence of their
 sfoption of various policies and refornmist practices,
Pirstly, it wes tho PUF's sShepsnce to the Srealin's
doatrtne of *peaceful cooxistence'. Secondly, the
PEP, for a long tims, was involwed in olecticnsering
ot the Parlimsmntary routine, The Mgﬂém of PP

1) Ly 4t Revies ;
‘ ' ‘ m dontalist Roview vub., Menmiatim,
mw. m.m, -m:/!mwt m, DDe B
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afivocated in their refionl menifesto, pesceful snd
Parliaventory rosd tG soolsliss, with the exoume
that o mvo&nﬁaz;ary crists oould in a0 case GoouUR
in Fronou, ¥hen such g ‘amu did sotually ovoeur, |
the saome reformist stratogy was used to dissipate
the possibility thot ves objectively present for &
Lok over, Thivdly, the wealness of cow capitalisa
undor the apparent stabilitg of the Yoonsuney
soelety'y econtnle expansion and the ‘atrong state?
wore revealed, The devolopnment of the productive
foroes, boosuse of toehniosl education and the

Goop infustrialization of the country and some othep
shanges were econsolidatel by the capitslist regime,
Though these wers regerded as the success and sipne
of molernity, thoy tarned against the copitalist
socdety, This wos 80 tmesuse under the aspilolist
systen overy dewelopsent of the profuctive forcus
fnarendos the econonis and soolal contrafiictions,

Last but aot the loast was the revalnotion of
an inglequacy of Leninism, bocause the theory of re.
valution hes besn accoptod es o theory of seigure

3, Plerre Prank, ‘m wux f&mm& sﬁrmmr than Bveri®
Aabtoznatlisnat so0qd LXKy ?03. 39; POy Guy
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of power by #0F, Hence, the result has beont an

1nabiilty of commnist partien to enalysé avanesd

capitalist sooleties @mé to foreshalow tho goals

which the revolution must resch,® In othor words,

the PCF ieslers folled to understend the new nesis
expressed by the movonent, '

These lesasons drawn frox the ansliysis and
obsorvations of Lhe rovolutionary activists of May
1088 clearly indicste two things + the How Loft e
s movement s not desd, 1t i only a teaporary break
in the revolutionery struggle; end seoondly, the
Frehch socialist rovoiution bas begun . the Bure.
pesn revolution has resumed its march forward, The
How Loft movement in Prance with the outhreask of
Hay 1068 student peficniism assumed a brosier dism.
ension, The major tondoncles of the wovemont, like
anarchist, Trotakyito and Maofst attempted to give
a new push to revolutlonary fdeclogy, They failed
to ashieve thit bocause of the reformist polioy of
the POV leafership, In the oarly 19708, when Pompi.
dow bwoane the President of the Prench Repuhlis, the

4 Joseph Hansen, *2*& Mws , Leninisa Otsolotel®
ABtarnatisunl. 290dn Bavitu, v0l.28, ‘“iilimh
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. splinter groups 414 not odne up to the propossd stra.
~ tegy of revalution because of tho ropressive state

" apparstus run by the experienced personslity like
Pompidon, 8till thoy are opopating here and thore
ondl carry on tho sbjectives of “rovolution,”

The second thing, whioh is acceptod ss tbhe
baginning of the Fronch sootalist revolution, is
sbout the prospect of Hew Left in terms of its ideal
of lidertarian soolelisn, The existence of thres
catogories ¢ of gonsolousness, olavs struggle and op.
ganization bas enlivemsd the prospect of Hew Left
in Prance,

Consoiousness is oossutial for the creation

s woll o8 the exploitsticn of the revoluticasry
situation, Consolvusness is only born in struggle,
the slase struggie only efiste 45 so far aw thore
exist ploces where an sotusl strpuggle 18 going m.s
in France the majority of workers are aot only ¢on.
soious of thelr own strength wd their vn possi.
bilitles but slso conscfous of explofSation of the

Bs TP Baptre *msau &mtmwy ?my”
%fgég‘u 15?& kmgﬁc the um%; Prass 1
A
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mpmﬁw‘ of suppression, Dut surprisingly, they
have Dacome a conservative force, this is beosuse
of tho fast that in ono dimensional soociety the ine
stinotusl drives vhish once tonded to throw the
individual into opposition to his scofety have beun
transforued into the very oeasns of Linding him to
&t.ﬁ" Honoy, the wvorkers in the industrial sdeiety
bave lost thelr potentially oppositional charscter
ond thomselves bocons olements of msnipaietien, Ia
othor words, tho qualitative shange in tiw level of
- working cless consumption dostroys the rewolutionary
potential of the working olaws, ¥et a section of
working olsss . the young.does not accept the con.
csssions of the hourgeois stete, because these ©onov.
884008 ave nothing but the satisfaction of *falss
neods,*” This seation of workers 1s behind the

fow rebollien . the few Legt movement, though the
nsjority of workers 18 to a groat eftent fntegrated
for ayar, Therefors, the class struggie is in.
bulle in the copitalist system, ho revolutionary

Ce Mﬂé Rcrmun, *m @m far a Eta.ﬂmiﬁ '
vﬁl, &g’ i qig ’ Py
74 Car) Grsrﬁer, , Dﬁmuﬂm foi the Hew Left™

fey, vol, 35.35, 1968 (How York »
dons, 1063), ps 33,
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eonsoiousnoss with fta second wave ¢an futonsity
the class struggle in France by the now working
olass that oxtonds the range of tho exploited,
Though the ilew Left novement doos pot subsoribe o
tha mvﬁiuexmw porty for lesdership, yot It
sonfides in small groups, ooncsntrated on the level
of 1ocal asoctivists, thepedy foreshalowing whet may
$n all 1ikelihood bo tho Dasic organisation of
11bsrtarian soctatisn,® The splinter grows, or
8itforent tendencies of the Now Left, stil) oper.
ate in different parts of Prence, Thess are O
gandzations which will be providiog loadarship to
the How Loft in ths future, |

Pinally, 1t con bo spid that once this Hew Left
rrdicals galn a revolutionary response from off abpe
realable part of the working class, it will have no
difficulty in coquiring the stratogic and taotionsd
sopanity infisponsoble ffop tomrrow's axtromely
arduous strugaien, The revolubionsry movement
cofinot be dissdlved, the socialist revolution remains

Ristare, (London ¢ ¥oma
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on the fagmdmg tnothepr mevolutionary wave mey fUllow,
It 1= impossitle to say when it comes, Howsver, the
objestive conditions in France will mwf’amm
ing role in touching 1t off,

9, Plerre Frank, n, 3, pp, 11.12,
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