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®,..there can be no 'impartiel' Socisl Science in a

- society based cn'class struggle. In ens wazy or esncther
atl official and liberal social science dsfends wage Slavery ..."
V.l.Lenin ’

"The principel cbstecle...hss probably been quite simply and
quite discreditebly a disinclination on the psrt of some
Sociologists to look at race relstions problems in weys thet
might be desturbing to the libsral political sstablishment.®
John Rex

CHAFTER ONE

RACE RELATIONS s COLONIALISM AND THE WLURALIST AMPROACH

modarn African sta@as gre political entitiee formed during
the lgtter pert of the ninsteenth century, the 'Scremble for africa', when
various Europeen pawers struggled for territory and :gig for supremacy
in diffetonﬁ parts of Africa. The country now called Rhodesig by ths
whites (after its *founder' ond sponsor Cecil John Rhodes), and Ziflbabue
by the africans, becamq a political entity during that patidd. From the
baginning, the relations betwsen the Africens and the Europsans wsre
affected by the policy of segregastion and discrimination. As a result
of monopolizetion of sgconomic, political and military power by the
whites, the relations butuﬁen'the raciel groups have been characterised
by conflict. One crucial result of the contact of racial groups, however,
is the emergence of s '‘multi-racial’ socieﬁy. In this respsct, Zimbabue
shares common characteristics with other multi-ethnic socisties - of a

raclelly, ethnically, linguisticélly and culturally composite society.

£ven sfter independence; ths socistisas in countries once
dominated by yest Europaan'powars show the iﬁprinta of coloniel ruls,
Conquest, usually by force of arms, was followed by the imposition of

sdministrative, politicel, sconomic, social and cultural institutions



of the victor power. The impact of this wae of far-reaching conssquences
and shook the indigenous sociel system. Both the victors and venquished, how-
ever, adjusted, The level anﬁ'ﬁagrce of this adjustment depended *
primarily upon two Pactors : the lavsl of social dsvelopment of the
indigenous sociaty and the imperial policies of the conquering powsr.

There are thus notsble differences betwsen 'tribal' and * non-tribal!
socistise, or those gocieties witﬁ a long and esteblished cultural
tredition snd those with short traditionel historiss. The impact

of Christianity, for sxample, wes mere prq?ound on simple soclieties

than on relatively socislly advanced sacieﬁiés where there yere
_'_eatablighedvteligioue orgagtzatioés.. There ore elso visible differsnces
beotwesn societies influsnced by ﬁartuguesi, Spgnish, French and British
rule. A comparison batgu@n the Portﬁgueso end the Bfitish imperial
policies will ahup this. Though‘tﬁa ﬁortugueéé had o policy of 'assiihlado',
which theorstically impliad’fhat the indigenous béppla could achieve

the status of the colonials if they fulfilled certein conditions, in :
practige this gée n§£ usuaily the cess. In raélity; the Portugusse had

a more brutsl system of rule, and thay‘warl‘z;ss concerned gbout deueioping
their colonies. Though they held colonisl posseseions longer than any
cther Europezn power.in Africa, their erstuhile coloniee are also

somg of the least devaloped. The British, on the other hand, had no

policy of gssimilation and racism Qas more overt in their colonies.

Because of their 'libaral"pelicy, however, the British did crests a

relatively sizesble 'native' elite,

Apart from colonialism, slavery slso led to the smerge of

multiracial socisties, which in crucisl respecte share meny asspects of



those societies formed as a result of colonialism,

Sociologists have studisd these societies, particularly in Brazil

Mexico, the Caribbeens, the United States of americe and Scuth Africe
where gelatiONB betwsen racisl majority and minority groups have &t one
stage aor enother been based qpen-aubo:dinaticn and superordination along
racial or ethnic lines. This situation has been studied within
the broad fremeswork, of 'race relstions', In Africa, South Africe and
Zimbabye ha‘ve besn selected gs typical cesws of race relations situstions,
because the white minority dominete over the African majority. The
concepts that have been used by sccioclogists are 'race' and 'ethnicity'.
The approach which gaimed currency, sspecially in South africe, is the
'pluralist School', exsmplified by Loo Kuper (1965 a; 1965b; 1965c;

© and Vanden Berghe((96Se; [eSL, 196%, K698, taYs efe),
1960 e} stc-).Lmho share a thaoretical’apprOech with M,G.5mith gho has
studied race relastions ;n the Caribbesns (1965a; 1965b; 196985 1969c).
vioneer eociological studiss during the colonial era &n Central and
Southern Africs werse, however, undertaken by anthropolegists, aspecially
J.C. Mitchell (1960; 1968), A.L. Epstein (1958; 19615 1967), Epstein and

mitchell (1958), vhilip Mayer (1971), .Gﬁtkaan (1940) end cthers.

Most of thesse scholasrs were concernsd with 'race' and ethnicity!
(Kuper 1965b, 1965c; Ven den Berghe 1967b; 1970) or occupstional praestige
and social nstuworks (A.L.Epstein 1961; Epstein and Mitchali 1959) . Few
studies, especially in zimbebus, on colonialism, its structure and
relations were undertsken. Of lete, scholars working in zimbabmi have
begun to study the structure and precess of colonisiism, analysing the
factors of development and undsrdevelapment. lsbour exploitation ang the

African response (e.g., Arrighi 1967, 1973a, 1973b; Kosmin 1974,
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phi;;ster 19745 Ven Onselen 1973a, 1973b; Renger 1968; 1969; 1970).

Apart from these stﬁdiee. ihera have bean no systematic eociological studies
of the colonial socisty in Zimbabwe. This ﬁa&city of litaratﬁti hés .
prompted me Lo undertaske a macrn~secialogica1‘analysis of race rélaticns

in 2imbsbue, from the perspective of cless aend colonialism.

This analysis dravs from the insights of sociologists of
various end eftsn diverse psrsuasiona,fbut notable gnong these are Banton
(1967, 1970, 1872); Cox (1972); Bﬂx {19708, 1970b, 1374), Patterson
(1965) end Zubaida (1970a, 1970b). The sim of the present snalysis
is four fold : firstly to apprasise the dominant sociological trends
in the study of race relstions in general; secondly, to attompt a
sociolegical study of race relations in zimbsbwej thirdly, to ;tudy
ths structure gnd process of colonialism end its relcétionsy and finally,

to study the african responss to coloniel ruls.

The major complaint against 'race relstions' socielogical
studies is that thay "have baen e-theoreticel and e-historicel¥
(Zuba%da 1970s: 21 ). Attention hzs been pald to ggggggfpathe:
then to sociologicel probleme. Stcielegicel studiss should, houever,
present the totslity of the sccial structure, shouing the relstionship
between the different components of the structure, and the way in uhich
the suciel groups ere-loceted githin this totelity. Thers are alzo other
datbrmihante af group telétians. for instence *ideology™ or bslief
systems; which cén be dietinguished into daterministic shd indeterministic

belief systems (flex 1970b : 4B).

The development of racist ideology/notion is rooted in
history, snd this historical dimension must be taken into sccount in

) (4
‘ahalysing race relastions (Zubepde 18702 : 3). One of the historical
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developments which lad to racist doctrines is slavery ( of Banton

1967; Cox 1972; Franklin and Resnik 1973 : 7). After slavery, recism
continusd to fulfil‘the vgocio-psychological neede® (Bargn end Sheezy
1873 3+ ) of jJustifying the ezploitatiod of former slaves. AS Cox ;
(1872 ;_211)‘pert.;gnantly pointe dut : "The ﬁltimata purpose of all
theories of uhite supremscy is not a damanstrétian thai whites

ere in fact superior to all other hum;; beings but rather to insist that
whites must be suprems.® It could thus be‘cnncluded‘that race
relations %is the phenamanm-Aqf cepitaliet exploitation' of peoples

and its complementary sociel sttitude® (Cox 1872 ; 207).

The other crucial historicel development in the growth of raciem
is colonialism anﬁ its system of exploitetion end oppression, end this
syetem has been important in the formatien of the reistionship betwsen
the coloured (the formerly colonised) peaﬁles and the white (the
formerly coionising) peoplee throughout the weorld. This ideclogy or
ngot of beliefs" (Ven don Berghs 1967b : 11) sarved the purposs of
legitimising exploitztien. Reciem is not the pssult of racizl prejudice o
it i pural; e historical esccident that cepitalism first develeoped
in Europe, and colonislism inavitsbly beceme e Europesn phenomenon.,

B8y the seme precess, rediém bescgme g Europsan phenomenon and, a8 COx
majntednss "it is probeble that without cepitalism, e cultural chance
occurence gmong whites, the world might never hsve experisnced race
prejudice. Indssd, w2 should expect that under znother form of economic
organization, say -socialism, the relstionship betyeen whites and pedples

of colour wonld be aignificently modified® (Cox 1972 1 212).

But the world created by colonialism, snd its sconomic, sociel



and recial relaztionships psrsisted sven after tho collspse of
colonialism end the independence of arstwhile colonies. This reletionship

influences the psttern of relations of former coleniesed psoples and

iha paople in the mitropolitan countries,

’Theso factors should be taken into account in snhalysing
rééo relstions. AS & colonial socisty, 2imbebwe fulfile some of
the conditicne enumersted sbove. The validity of the importence
of the attitudes, race and ethhicity will bo questioned in the light

of the fgllosing guestions i

(1) Je it sociologically revsaling to anelyss societies like
the ons in zZimbabue, principally from the perapective

‘of ‘rgce' or 'ethnicity' 7
(2) aAr3 racially-composite (or multi-ethnic) socisties unigue?

(3) Is the politically explesive situation in 2imbsbwe primarily
(end exclusively) racial? In other werds, cen we not go

beyond ths level of race in our analysis of the situation?

The Error of Colonisl Sociel Science

Focus in studying multirscisl (or multi-ethnic) societies
has been s&ngu1a£ly cencentreted on the importance of race snd
ethnicity, o8 though all other factors 1ﬂvol§ad’were less cruciel
then thess. Race relations studies seem to imply the uniquensse of
the "réca problem*, The problem is taken to be one of cultural,
soclal, ahd ethnic differences. Stress is then laid on "skin pigment ation®
(Van den Berghe, 1967 a) end physical cheracteristice. uhile all

these ore important in dey to dey social interaction, our enalysis



can not be complete without anelysing the social structurs.

An pltsrnstive would be to visw the problem f‘-:_om t‘hs perapective
of cless and clese cleevege in colonial societies. Such an approach ‘
would ‘gi\)o primecy to the 'snciulogy of colonialism® end the overall
inter-relstionship betusen races, sthnic groups and "tribes® within
ons single, integrsted economic and politicel entity, because sociel
relations gre rooted in the structure of the socizl system itself,.
Sociologists have generally tendsd to ignore certain crucisl factors,
by their focus on race end ethnicity and the uniguensse of tha‘
multiethnic situation. By shying awsy from econemic and structursl
factors sociolegists have produced stilted and static views of social
reglity. The *pluralista® have fallen victim to this ‘puritanicel
tendency! of teking into account oniy the soéial; ather factors being

congiderad to be outsida the ambit of sﬁcialogy.

The vpluralist epproach® {.s not being selected as .a
starting point bsceuss iﬁ is @ good example of bad sociology, but
primarily bsceuse any worthwhile academic sttempt must necessarily
be besed upon criticsl selection. The wplurelists", besides, occupy
a prominent pesition in the study of rece relations. Moreover,

Van den Berghe, and to a certain axtent Lec Kupsr, consider themselves
to be *conflict plurslists®. The term "conflict plutaulsta" has

an ideological connotstion ; it impliss that these scholars hava
moved from the "pluralists” and recognize "conflict® in multisthnic
socisties., Their work is ah act in gelf-evazluation, and a resction

ageinst cartsin sociologicel tendencies. Ii: is only appropriste,

therefore, tc examing how far they have been successful in making e



bregk in the pluralist tredition.

1 em further impelled by the morel duty to brésk the longe
drewn out intellectual silence smong indigsnuua‘échnlars in Southern
Africa, sspecially zimbabwe, and to explode some of the iﬁtoxiactual
myths that have, spparently, congealed into hard fact. Stated snother
way, socisl science in Africa during ths colonial era sufféred from
what has besn caslled the ®colonial ethos® (Van den Berghs, 19653.3 1)
because of the crucial function thst social science served. It is nct
being cleimed that socisi acichiista‘setvaﬂ the interests of colonialiem
of their oun volition 3 but meny of them like J.C.mitchpll and
ﬂ.L;ipetein st one stage or the other workad for colonial research
institutions. The Rhodes-Livingstone Institute, st which the two
anthropologists worked, wes set up in 1938, a=nd “uas initially
financed by a Trust constituted by the Govarmment of Northern Rhodesia,
to which verious (qoionial) Africen Governments and some mining
companies contributed, and it wes sdministered by g body on which
government end othsr intereste wére representedt (Mair 1865 : 16 ).
The other institutes yere, the Esst aAfrican Institute of Soclel Research
and the west African Institute of Socisl and £conomic Research. The
three institutes wyere *fingnced thirty percent from colonial research
fundg® (Mair 1965 : 17). The cregtion of these iretitutes served,
emong other aimg, that of »the orgenizstion of studies of practical

interest to governments and business firms® (Maeir 1965 : 17)+

aacauso of their social and economic position within the
gelonizl system, thess scholars could not have dons work contrsry
to the wishes, expectetions, eims and progranmes of the colonfal

sdministretion which gave them momstary sustenance. Conssguently



they %did not question the celenial situstion and the fact thet they
participeted in it by investigsting subjugated peoples® (Goddard
1972 ; 61) from the engle of the colonial edwinistration. They also
tock the colonisl situstion for grgnted gnd a8 given (magubane 1971~:
440} ?hgit anslysis of urben gitustions, racq'and sthnic relstions,
culture contect send saciel changs wers thus limitsd in perspactive

and sometimes suPfered from ethnocentric biss. According to Balendier,
aanthropological research devoted to social change, has almast never
taken into sccount tha colonial eituation g8 a particular conjungture
impozing a certain orientastion Lo agents and proucesses of transformation®
(Balandier 1965 : 36)s Theass processes, for exanple, the effects

of the monezy.economy and wage labour and spregd of modern sducatien
have bsen conaidarsd separately : "They have not baen considered

as constituting a whole and bringing sbout the rise of a new end
sutonomous society® (Balendier 1965 : 36). Reseerch, according to
8alanaier, hzs heen aimed at practical xasqlta, pbtainad by means

of limited inquiries, =nd within a fremework of facile empiricism 3
but every concrate study of societiss affected by a colonization,
which aims to be hqliétic. cash only bs mede witﬁ raference to the
"colonicl situation® (Ibid). Most of the colonial sociel ecientists

do not s6em Lo meat this challsnge,

it cannot bs denied thet tphasa scholars did invalusble
pionger works which arv the baasis for the efforta of present and
future Africeniet scholars. Criticism is, however, beped en the cleer
understanding that the function of all {good) scholarship is te
eriticise those tendsncies which are unfortunsts; but nonethelass

real, occursnces in intellectusl history. valusble studies must
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of fer parceptive end enduring analysis, or =t lesst suggest relevesnt

approaches which must atand the test of time, and not analysis which

radedes 1nt9 ohlivien with timé.

One point of fact which moy be repegted is thet scholars
1zka-ﬁitheli.'£patein end their colleegues ere prisoners of a
historical period, having worked when the liberstion of africe seamed
a forlon draem. They concerned thamselvee uith.studying the africans,
anhd cancaptuéliseg the Europegns as tha reference group for the
africens (Magebane 1971 : 440). The political and economic entity
to uhich both the Africens end the Europsens belonged was ignored.
Epetein (13958), foz‘inatance,vstuﬁias only one africen co&munity in
the then Northsen Rhodesia ( nos Zembia) and lamely cleims that
it might be possibla to generslize. Micro-scciclogicel studies ere
good provided they recognize their inherent limitetions or place
the iﬁgg% af study firmly into the social structurs.’ mitchell (19?2 t
294} beletedly lements for not heving found time to study the white
communitiss, He admits thet Yo study of the ghite population might
have been more rsuarding” especially to understand the recent political
guante., ht ths risk of being accused of imputing motives or lack of
inteliectuel integrity on others'! scholarship, one would suspect
that Mitchell's position in the colenial socisty blindad him to the
reality of sopial dynams.ces and the inevitsbility of Africen liberation.
The spasd with mhich_#ast of these scholars withdrew frem the Africen
scene after indspendsnce, or in mitahallfs casa from ZAmhgbwe,'mhan
political tension wes wounting is rather suspect. Other scholars
- {®.0.y Frenz and Roger 1962) only studied European ”.ttitudaa;
towerds Africems. Thers were other scholers, howsver, who defied
the colonial sdministration and risked being thrown out, notably

Ranger enhd Arrighi.
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Challenge to “cgolonial echolérahip" hsa begén to come from
within and without Africas Of lste, a numbef of aﬁhalars have bagun
to 'rethink! asnd tu.baldly sttempt incisive and redicel critiques of
this typs of scholarship, 0iang Lewis (1973; C.f. also Goddard 1972)
maint eins that anthropolegy emerged from the colonisl expsnsicn of
Europe, Coloniel relstions determined the.relations between the
anthropologists end the people they studied., Cruciaslly, msinteins
Lewis, esnthropology hes contributed to the widening gulf between
western end non-western socistiee, by providing information which
supported the idess of the colonisl rulers and emplified the .
gifferences betwesn tha westeérn and non-western sccieties. The anthroe
pologist considered himself to be a detsched cbserver "objectively
recording 'primitive’ lifeuaye-befdre’thay dis gppesred or bocame
weatarnized...He rgrely questionsd or studied the process of confrontation
itself or congsidersd the wgy this milieu affacted his 'laboietory
conditiore’ * {Lewis 1973 : 582). Goddard (1972 s 61) seys thet
anthropologists cepitslized on colonialism "sometimes sctively supporting
it, they did not psrceive that.coloniaiism crested & colonisl people -
the native psoples'--under the sconomic, politicel end spirituel
domination of an elien power which posseseed and ruthlessly uced
the means of violence against them. Insteed, they chose to sees colonial
peoples in terms of a 'primitive' concept denying in sffect their

colonized etatus®,

It is not ergued thst scholars who worked at colenial
research institutes only studied traditional socisties, but they had
the sthic of a "benevolently protective antiqusrignism® (vanden Bsrghe

1965a 8 2 ). As Magubare (1969; 1971) observes, most of thess
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scholesrs sufferad from paternsliem téuarde their Africen subjects

(or objects 7) thet they studied, Megubens (19691529) chorges

that most of tha Africanist studies leck historical Qnd éonfliet
dimension i “the units of clavage ere treated &8 though they

woere inngte end as though the structure of society ueré static*s The
*historicel dimeneion® sccording to Zubeids (1970 at 3) is essential for

undaerstanding rsce relstiens,

The ¥luralist Theses

 The arigin of the tgrm "pluraliem® 1s'ttaued to the
Tbequevilleen tredition in political theory, in'which the term wes
epplied to ths stable 1ntsgrati;n of disg;iate ethnic groups in
Americen society. Pluralism wes regerded es & yra:eQuiaite for
”Tdampcgatic intagrafion. The current uéago pf the term distinguiches
betdéan pléral society end the notion of plursliem (Kuper 1969a : 8;
Buerawsy 1974 s 521). The Tecquevillean term is much older in
American politiéal theory and is now being advanced by Eduard Shils.,
The suciological tradition is of more rascent origin, dsting to
Furnivell's 1937 end 1948 publicetions, and has found proponents
in M.G, Smith, Lao‘xuﬁa:, 'Ven den Berghe snd others. Thege scholars
working in multi racial societies h'aye employed 't'.he seme teg}-"-—-as.th
veristions--sometimes modified ss "conflict pluralism"v(Van den

Berghe 19670 s 343 197658 3).

The development of “gonflict pluralism® as a holistic
approach to the study of multisthnic societies, can be sesn chronalogically
in hiatorlcal perspactive, but taking into occount that there sre

overloppings. Ffurnivall (1957) whose theoreticel formulation is based
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on studiee‘ﬁede in Burma and the then Dhtch tast Indies, renards a
plursl socisty =2 s colonial deapsndency with no cammen “goglal Will®.
Tha society consits of e dominant colonial elits and subordinste
netive and immigrent ethnic groups. Though 2 markatiacanamy is
developed thers is no development of » concomitant common cgltura.
The plural socisty as 2 political un%t is chatactsriaed by s common
sconomy in which men compete individuslly without any commitments

to ths common nation or culture., Stability is explicabla in terma

of tha»:slatiunm of power and production; both naetyorke baihg
controiled by the colonial elite and the hetrepalitan pousy it rspresents.
The natives and the suhordinasta eﬁigrants sre allocated suberdinate

rolas on the beais of z2scribsed sthnic status.

!

Expiains Furnivell (1957 : 304) ¢

In Burmg a2 in Java, probgbly the first thing that strikes
the visitor is the medlsy of puoples--furopsen, Chinsse,
indian and ngtive. It ie in the strictest senss a madiey,
far they mix but do not gosbine. Each group holds by its
religion, ite ouwn culture and lznguege, ite oun idsas snd
weyee R Lindividusls they meet, but only in the merket
place, in buying and selling. There is = plural society,
with different sections of the community living side by
side, but sepsrately, within the same politicel unitw,

The arucial result of the contact betwsan the Esst aznd the yiest,
argues Furnivell, has been the evolution of s plural society. A
similar type of society mlso avolved in the colonial dependencies in
treﬁicai Africa. Within the native populetion itself s plursl
society develops bcﬁuaun the yesternized educeted natives and the
rest of the populstion, and slsc ss = result of the interbreeding
of rgces.

importantly, outside the tropice the socisticss may heve

plural featurss ae in South Africa, Canada end the United States without
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qualifying to sge plurel societies. These societiss have at least
8 raciai origin, they meet on squal terms and théit reletions are
not totally confined to the economic sphere® (Furnivell 1957 1 308).
Tropicel depsndencies are plurel socistiss because they have ¥no

commbn social will®.

Furnivallts formulation is highly questionzble in the case
of South Africa. It is herd to sss any “common social will" betusen
the africens and the Europegns ; instead, South Africe félfils the
canditions that furnivgll enumarates. The problem is that even
shile recagnizing the impnrtance of the aconomic sphere, he gssigns
undua importaneo'to‘culturél fectors. His general obsarvetion about
~ leck of “gommon sociel will" is valid in neerly all colonial socisties.
It would sesem to ma, hoﬁnvar, that the situstion 4in colonial socisties
is primerily so beceuse the social relstionship of the 'colonized
netives' and the 'colonisls® is determinsd by their economic end
social positions 3 the dominent end the dominated are, correctly
spesking, in a permanent situsticn of conflict,, competing for the
eéme goals, within a single political end sconomic system. Conflict
grises from the moncpolization of powsr by the dominant colonial
slite, while the dominzted are deprived of this power which they also
strive to wield. This conflict is not an ex&luaivc peculiarity

of colonial depsndencies, but e universal phenomsnon.

M.G.Smith ie one of the serly disciples of Furnivell.
His formulation, besed upon studies underteken in the.yest Indies,
ﬂadagaécat end Weest Africa, attempts to loosen Furnivall's conception
of plural society fram its colonial context. He gives primecy to
culturel differences rather than to economic forces which furnivall

conesistently maintained in his formulation. His conceptions begins
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with 1nst1tutiuna1 ahalysis 3 socilty contains 8 cnmplax netyork

of secial relatinns which cen be ghalysed in terms of 1nstitutiona es
nst endardized modes of activity". In multiethnic societies thess
institutions cluster and form corporazte units which megintain their
indepandencs from sach other, 6.g., uhenbune ethnic group.practicaa
polygemy while anahhér ong practices monogamy, though they mey etill

be common inetitutions. Smith (19638 : 27) says 3

#luralism is z condition in which members of a common
society ere internally distinguished by fundemantal
differences in their institutionsl practice. uwhers
presant, such differences ere not distributed et random,
they normaglly cluster, and by their clusters they simule
tensously identify institutionelly distinct agoregstes or
groups, and esteblish deep social divisions between them,
The prevelanca of such systematic dissociation betwsen the
members of internally distinct collsctivities within

a single society constitutes pluraslism. Thus pluralism
simultenacusly connotes e social structurs cherecterized
by fundamantal “discontinuities end cleayages, ahd »

culturg; complex based on a systemstic institutional diversity.
{Emphasis gdded)

Smith (19656) also distinguishea bethoen sociel end
culturel plurslism. INn a more systematic definition he identifies

three levels of pluralism in the following manner (Smith 19§§'s 444) .

We thus must distinguish three levels of pluralism and

-thres relazted models of incorporstion. Structural pluralism
consiste in the differentisl ifncorporation of collectivities
sppargted as social sections and cheracterized by institutional
divergencies, Culturel pluralism consists in varieble
.institutionsl diversity without corresponding tollective
segregation. Sociel plurelism involves the organisation

of imstitutionally diseimilar collectivities gs corporets
sections or segments whose boundaries demarceste distinct

communities and systems of social action. ,

Smith's formulation is the most rigid end the most
mechanicsl of all pluralist formulations. The denger of such anglysis

is that it becomes "an snumeration of the differing cultursl traits
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of the superordinate corporats group and the subordinate categories®,
(Bskker 1975 s 12). Besides, Smith's type of snalysis is static,
lecking tha power to reveal ths dynemic and motive force of social
processas. TO divide sogieties into watertight compartments is to
fail to see the actual underlying fbrcoa beneath social relations.

A Such anglysis is also hernessed by an cbeession with culturel factors
almost to the exclusion of the economic and historical dimensions.
Smith feils to view rece from the perspoctive of stratification,

which must be studied in the brosd societal context (Burawey 1974
522). He doss not engage in anglysing what Goddard (1972 :62) calls

"the underlying structures of culture and society",

Leo Kuper, e sociologist familier with Southern african
(end South Africa perticularly) white minority dominsted socisties
through personal sssocietion, dealé with "recial tension* (Kuper
1965b 3 237-247) end ®"race, class and pover® (Kuper 1978). Kupser
differentiastes betwesn the 'equilibrium models! and the 'conflict
model' of ®"pluraliem® (Kuper 1969at 7-8). However, both models
focus on the conssquences of the existence of a plurality of groups
but in the aquilibrium model independent groups mediate betwsen the
rulers and the ruled, promoting integration through balanced compstition.
The besis of cohesion is value consensus end multiple affiliations
of the members. In the conflict model, on the other hand, the independ-
ence of plural groups iﬁpliss intersectional conflict end disruption
of societal cohesion. Coercion, rather then value conssnsus is

the important intagrative mechanism.

Relevantly, though the term plural socisty includes

colonial societies that wers/are dominated and rulsd by people of
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diffsrent cultures and races, the term is not simply e synomym

for cologial societies and past colonial socioties, but *denctes
societles charscterized by cirtain conditfons of cultural diuernity
end sociel cleavage, in whatever way these conaiticne of sociel and
cultural pluralism srise from thé_contqct of different peaple and
cultures within & single socliety"™ (Kuper 19688 : 7). Kuper
considers the concept ®plurasl society® to be “theorstically useful®
in analysing Africen societies, since almost zll of them are

plural. According to hims

The concept hze reference to pronounced cloavagos
betwesn social units., If the cleavsgee were complete,
the sociai units would constitute distinet societies,
A _plural society thus implies that the unite maintein
Bt _1oest s minimum of relstions with sach other, that
thore is s measurs of integration, or binding together,

- syen if mainly by qovernmental regulation snd constraint.
Plural soclietiee very in the extent and nasture of
clogvagas, and in the modes of their socisl integration.
(Kuper 1865 as 113, emphasis added).

In most African societies, tribs and racivarn‘tha primery
bgaeses Por pluralism. Thers is ususlly an interection between the
two} an#s *“in the calnniai gituetion, the policies of the colonisl
power may have been directed towards sssimilstion and ﬁancﬁ.
theorstically, to the ultima;e fusion of tribal and racial groups}
or towards the maintenance of the tribsl unit through such mechanisms
a8 1ndi?act ruls, segregation of tribel groups in work end urben
situstion, and support of the tribal authority® (Kuper 1§653 H 119);‘
Kuper's argument egsut tribel segregstion finds added suppott in

urben studies by Mayer (19613 1965 : 305-323) in South Africa.

It is difficult to sgres in toto thet the wplurel socisty

concept is "thsoraticslly useful® in snalysing African societies,
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er that all africen societise are plursl. The dichotomies
postulaeted by scholars iike ﬁayerl(1965; 1961), ﬁitchell.(19603
1969), Epstein (1961) end others, overlook the fact that these
dichotomi=e are not paculisr to Africen soc;etias. it would not be
correct to srgue that the dichotomy batween ths urban and the rural,
the aducated‘anﬂ the uneducated, iz a unique ?sahu;e of pAfrican
societies. lndesd, hebits of 1ife diffar betwsen the middle cless
and the workéré‘in £hgiand, for instance. what is called »tribalism®
in Africa is maéi?eated as linguietic or teligiéus cleavagss in many
European countries. 70 raduce all Africen prohlsems to mtribalism?
is to reveal uhjustified.ethnncahtric bies, a8 though africans qlbna

are plagued by interethnic biss.

Devidson (1971) refutes this kind of gssertion that
emanates from yestern anthropological writings. Godderd (1972 : &3)
complains thet'the principal concern of Qé& social scientista hss
been with the'.praleﬁ ‘o‘f' social order. Conssquently inter«'tribal’
animﬁsitiss aie not eﬁpiainﬂd in térma of thé pesitiﬂné-occupiad
by "tiibhl' éruués in tﬁa social structure, but in terms of inhersnt
animaaities.‘ Kuper may.be right in pointing out the psrt playad
by ealonifal adﬁinistxators in megnifying *tribsl' cleavages,
but he doés not teke into account that Africens transccndad.thsac |
claavagsé and rajéctad those tribal authorities who go aldng with
the whlﬁliaamiﬁistraﬁion a9 in ziﬁbabma and Naﬁibie. whers tradiﬁianal
suthordties have iost £hair respect beceuse thesy were regarded as
ﬁpébpéte! of the govermment. Emphesis is leid on tribalism as an
independent phenomenon, asnd not on the underlying ceuses and

factors which lezd to what is celled "tribglism®., The uneven
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development of tha acoﬁamy during the colonial exa'oftenvlqads to
intersthnic squabbles end trxibal jeslousy; snd the seperation of
" one tribe g8 e result of artificisl bounderies crestes conditiens

conducive to irredentism,

of ail the plutalists,-uah den Berghe (19659 3 1965b;
196784 1967b} 1969 a; 1963b; 1975) hee been ths éne most responsible
for populerizing the concept of plurglism, sspacially.es a‘taault
his studies on South Africa. His contribution hes been a consistent
rajectian of normative funciionallsm a8 "ststus guo ideology®
(Ven den Berghe 1975: 3). He egualily rejecte Narxiﬁm or what he
calls the "monoceusal theory® (Ven den Berghe 1967b: 15) of the
oxplanation of ths origin of racism. He refutes ths viey that
racism cen be looked at simply &3 "bourgeois ideclogy™ to rationalize
the axploitation of nanwhite psoples :; "Raciet idsology thus becomes
simply an epiphenomeng sympotomatic of slevery and colonial exploitation®
{Ven den Berghe 1967bs 15)1 He mainteins that race is s spegisl
cesa of stratificsticn and diffarentiatiun (1967b: 24). As en elter-
native to Marxism and functionalism Ven den Berghe (1963) propuses
a synthesis of functionalism end dislectice,. Hs pointe out that
"pluralism® and "conflict® are important in understanding multiracial

societies (1967b: 34).

Like Kuper, Ven den Berghe dose not employ the term in the
Tocquevillean sense (Van den Berghe 1967b: 34) 3 but the term is
%yused more broedly to refer to societiss exhibiting to a greater

or lesser degree two basic features, Soclasties ars pluraliétic in

1. Sea, Cox (1972) for s persussive and convincing argument
about racism being an ideological rationalisstion or expleoitetion,
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so far g8 thsy are segmented into corporste groups thet frequently,

although not necesesarily, have different cultures or subcultures

and in so fer as their social structure is compertmentglized into

analogows , noncomplementary but distinguisheble sets of fnstitutions®

(ven den Berghe 1967b ; 343 1969a: 67). That is, thsre is institutionsl
duplication or multiplicetion as distinct from differentiationj

and there is cleavege between corporate groups.

Van den Berghe (1967bs 27-29) suggests two ideal typos
for stydying race relations ¢ a) the 'paternslistic type',
of the master-servent model in which a dominent graup of less then
ten psr cent retionplizes its rule by an ideology of benevolent
déspatiua, and denigrates the eubordinste group as childish. This
is characteristic of fairly complex, but pre-industriasl socisties;
b) ‘competetive'! face relstions: being the chgracteristic of
inoustralized and urbanized societies with a complex division of
igbour snd the manufacturing besis of production {es distinguished
from the sgriculturel in the 'peternglistict). The dominant group
| is usually the msjority, or st 1east more than twenty to twenty-five
per cent. Though colour bar etill exists, cless becomes s more
salient fegture. Ven den Berghe (1967b; 1969) also talks of plurslism
a8 8 varisble, anu includes cases of stratificstion besed upon race,
cest® and class as instence of pluralism. Rece and class zre besed
on invidious sscribed criteria like birth and individual physicel
pharnctetiauci. snd implying hierarchical ranking of corporste

groups in their society.

- Van den gerghe's postulation, as must be obvious, is gn

intended ideclogical refutation of Marxism. His view deniss the
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universality of soclal f}ar’cssz' but to argus that raclelly composite

socisties have a special form of stratification is to stete the
ﬁbvib!aa. Clearly, 5abaﬂy re jacte the importence of 'racev", but
what Cox (1972), Magubena (1969 1971); Burawey (1974), Welpe (1970)
and & hest of other scholére are saying is that we do not gein much
by f‘acmging our at.tentien'o‘n ‘race’ and tethnicity' E.’LE!.- The
question {';hat- yan den B8rghe and his célieaguéa must answer is 1
what are the motive forces behind tecial seperstion and exploitetion

{in 2imbabwe =nd South africa)?

It is précisely because the ulshite x?uling,&class posusae‘e
the instruments of pouer and déprese’ion that it successfully ébbjugatoa
‘the nonyhite paapiss in 2imbsbue. Reciem énd'racial exploitation
and bppfuseion are obnoxious facts of 1ife which -ought' to be )
canﬁnmed and opposeds but the analy.sis of the sociel structure on
which thev phenomanon of recism is besed must be éérroct,' identifying
the sctusl causes, motives snd underlying idess meking for racism,
The ghites do not oppress snd exploit becawse. of any inherant, in-born,
instinctuel fact. They bese their rationslizations (implicitly)
on the material benafits that sccrus from ;Sractising raciglism. It
is to ths pnalysis of thase motive factore that our energies must
by channelled. Looking at societies in terms of black and whits
leeds to praoccupation wuith less bcruc_ial' issusss the overriding
importence of the struggle for écana‘mic ahd political power is

missed in the process,
ADXSS _
Y, 1 623 N7 |
L. G -3953,




Criticel Comments

folonial societ;ss must be studied in historical perspective,
‘taking into account what hze besn called the "colonisl situation®
(Balandier 1965) examining the interrelationship betwesn "the
colonial socisty"™ snd *ths colonised socisty®. This must bs done
by recognizing the pervesiveness of colonislism, and the complex
network of {ts saciel rélationg. Coloniaslism disturbed treditiongl
institutions and denigrstad the colonized peoples. Social Science
anglysis must realize the full implication of the socio.structural
factors end must net be an axercise in shetraction. The 'pluralists!

fall to mast this challenge in verious respects.

Ons of the chief deficiancies of thas “"pluralist school®

for instence, Ven den Berghs, is that it reifies rsce and sthnicity
ahd eo falls "to oxplain the origins, type of development and
direction of changs, of such societies,...In shert plurelists do net
explain what is ﬁappéning‘in any ﬁeaningfql séciolngical sense® (Bekker
1975311) . Burswey (1974 3522) points out thst the pluralists do fct
explain change, and fail to visw stretification within the broad
socgietal structure. Stratification must also be seen from the -
perspective of ths different races in relstion to economic end

political edvanteges. Explanstion of the cleaveges snd conflict inm
multirecial societies in purely racisl terms mey heve its werth, but
it must not be tha end of all and everything. Lockwood (1970 :64)
is right in claiming that "the concept of plural soqiety‘is lass of
8 novel contribution to s.ocial theory, end,... it poses less Pundamental
issues of socielogicel analyale;. whetever their good intentiens, the

pluraliets cannot convincingly'argue against the view that reciem is
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an ideology legitimizing exploitation of certain racisl groupe by
others. This has omply been borne out by histuricel svents iike the
slave trede (Xox 1972) and colonialism (Zubaide 1970). There is
evidence in Zimbsbue thet intensified zttempts to 9velve a systematic
racist ideoclogy were made in the 1930s ano early 19408, anu sgein
from the beginning of the 1960s when the white settlers wanted to
consolidaste end justify their acuﬁomic antd politicsl positions in the

cwmt’y—o

It is not correct to argue as does Yan den Berghe (1967a: 267)
that the relaﬁioﬁn to means of production; in the Marxiasnh sonsi,
are not meaningful social realitiss, or that, "Cisarly, pigmentation,
rather than the ocwnership of land er capital, 1s.§he most significent
criterion of status in South Africe®. Commenting on this, wolpe
(1970¢ 159) says thet Van den Berghe mekes class irrelevent, and
eocic.oconomic aifferentials are trested as the gutcoms of reciasl
dofinitions {in exﬁlaining the relationship of, anﬁ betuaan, social
groupgl. Van den Berghe gamits that economic dependence is a very
important facter in inhibiting mass protestetions such o3 gensral
strikes (Van den Berghe 1967s3 1967b). But s Wolpe (19703 160)

relevantly observes 3

Thue heving dismicsed the relevance of "Marxist

closses', the agnelysie is forced to return to some such
notion by the backdoor. This pointe to the inadequacy

of attempting to separate race relations! from en

enalysis of the structures snd processes that are releyant
to an investigetion of any sspect of society, and mors
specificielly emphasizes the need systematically to
investiggte the interrelationehip betwesn race prejudice gnd
political and sconomic structures.

Gur anelysis must teke these various structures into account; end

it is =n intellectual foily to pretend that we can ignore the all-
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embracive naturs of capitelism, its relatioms, and the sconomic
unkagﬁs betwssn and within raclal ant' ethnic groups within a given
ﬁcanmic and political system. Van den Berghe miss‘ae.thu point in
suggesting that zconomic dependence st storvation level s the
inhibiting factor in utilizgtion of mass protest actions. Insteasd,
the inhibiting factor is the posssssicn by the fapartheid regimes

af the instruments of powdr and oppressiosn,

At any rats, the petentielity for the outburst of g
sustainad gnd 'vigorous struggle in Southern Africa must not be
minimized., The choice before the africen messes is very clear end
simple and ths_ recent upheavels in Southern Africa peint to the explésion
of a violent conflict. A time will come when the messes of South |
~ Africe uql defy the gpertheid guns ¢! The riots ihat began in
Sowsto, Johgnnesburg, and spread ail ovser South Africa, and the
srmed strugale being waged in Zimbabus ere living testimony to the

revoiutionary potential 4n Southern Africa.

An plternative

The foragoing must persueds us thet a noy epprosch is long
ovap~du® in gur analysis of the Southern .Af’tican situation, specifically
in zimbabuo, which is our point. of focus., ] have alrsady demonstreted
Ey dissatisfagtion with the dominant tha_ozaticu approach used in
analysing situations in multi.rscial socistiss. 1t is ergusd below
that the porepective which can yiseld meaningful results is one which
gives primecy to coloniglism, class, axplsiiaeim, davelopment end
und erdevelopmants. Focus will be on secio-structural factors,
which embrace the economic and politicel structures, Little is geined

by limiting our aﬁalysia to the level of cultural or sttitudinal



and instinctuel factors. The problem st issue is deeply rooted

in the coloniel history of Zimbgbue s sn understending of that
problem must, therefors, begin with an understanding of the histery ‘
of the contect between the races. A historical resume’ Uills it

is hoped, demonstrate thet the issues involved in what is commonly
called ‘thiz Rhodesian problem' are not the conseqguance of any

inheraent r&cial animosities between the different races : the '!;;:ableu'
is a struggle for powyer-economic and political. The whites are cieap
about tnq sconomic advedtagcs of appfosaing an0 exploiting the

‘Africans s hence the enshrinement of acte into laws which ensure the

economic supremacy of the yhites.

By exposing the colonial basé in histm:;cal pargpective
we shall be able to iientify the different classes anc interest
groups thel heve besn involved in the conflict in Zimbabwe, and by
the same tokeg demonstrate that race end class interact, and they
should be znalysed within the broad context of their colonial base.
ghile race may be an importent determinemt in socisl relatioms
betwesn racial groups, the most importent determingnt is tha
positions thot groups gnd classes occupy within a given system,
end the pr#vllegu that arise from the stretegic placement of those

groups in the system,

An attempt will be made to demonstrete that the history
.of‘ the contact of races in Zimbazbwe hes bsen z history of struggle
to control these positions of power and privilege, ana that at botton,
this struggle has been the singls most mperfl.ant influencing factor
19 the formation af" reciel relstionships. The auaged importence of
race and ethnicity by the plureliste will consistentiy be refuted:

in contrest the framework esdopted may, For lack of a better term,
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bs celled the 'coloniel model'. The _histaricd method yhith will

help in explaining the development of ‘race relastions',



" CHAPTER TWO

THE COLONIAL ENCOUNTER IN 2IMBABWE

The initial contact betwasn rsces determines the formation
of racliel relations between racial groups. The resultant relaztions
will depend on whether the original contact wee peaceful or hostile.
1t is pessible to distinguish saeveral types of multiraciel socisties

from the origin ond nsture of the contaget and the reaulting relation-

ships.

8) There ere countries like the united Staiaa of Americe
Brezil, Mexico, and the Ceribbeans, into which Negross
were imported from Africe to work in the minse and Plantetions.
Race ralstions in contemporary societies in these countries
ere still 1inked to the history of slavery. There are,
however, some veriations as the difference between the
Latin American countriss and the United States. In the
united States ths whites are still the dominagnt group end

the *‘rece problem' is etill very much pronounced.

b) There sre societies ( @.9. Britain, frence) which have
| | whet is commonly called the 'immigrent problem', into
which 'colouredt imnigrent uorkais from the former colonies
comg in seerch of better economic sdvantages. The 'coloured?
workers come g8 a powerless minority group and are
discriminsted sgeinst by their hoste. The reletionship
between the immigrents aznd the hosts is coloured by

the formar colonial relastions;
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c)‘ ' aAnothar typs of saciety is found in colonial dependencies
or 'Protectorates', where the poldcy of 'indirsct rule!
wes spplied; the imperiel power exercised control through
its own asgents. Allien groups which went to these depend.
encies were administretors, missionaries, treders s for
instence, in Melewi end Nigeria, Thers is no slien
minority group sufficiently strong to develop interests

seperate from those of the imperisl sutharities.

d) Soéiétiea into uhi&h groups from outside motivated by
1 aconomic reasons settled. Here gettler control pracoﬁea
imperiel rule, as in Zimbsbwe. BDEceuse the settlers
became economicelly pawerful, they developed definite
interests yhich were somstimes opposed to the interests

of the imperisl aﬁtharity¢

An.axaminatién of the colnnial‘history éf zimbabua
demonstrates that ihe circumstances and natur® of the mitial cont et
‘between the Africens and the Euiopeans have beeﬁ cruciai_dotermzniants
in the formation end sﬁapzng of race raelations. A corollary to
this otatemsﬁt would be that g.ao If the initiel contact betwesn the
races wae violent and hostile, the'cbnquering and dominating alien
minority megy be parmanontly poesasaad by a 'sense' of inseéutlty |
and fesr; this sense of insecurity mgy result in edoption of repressive
. megsures aimed at'céntralling the conguered snd the dominated. If
the conquering group has economic and material motives, it may
devise en idesologicsl justification for its rule. As the subordinate

majority group attains higher educstionzl skille and expertise, race
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ralaﬁions may further deteriorste es the twe compsting groups
struggle for economic and political control.1 The nature of the
response bf the oppreseed group may largely depend upon the extent
to which they ‘'accepted' dafsat. Overell, the raelstionship betwesn
. the twe groups may be cheracterised by a situation of permansnt
conflict end struggls for economic and politicel aupremacy§ b) 1f
initial contect wes pesceful, or with relatively little conflict,
ahd depending upon the imperial policy of the colonial pouer,
petetnaliatiéz race relations may develop., Unlike in (a) where
there may be permanent confrontstion betwsesn the dominated majority
and the dominant minarity; and colour ber is strictly enforced, in
{(b) we have a ralationship of ®soclel svoidance® betwesn the two

groups. It is not suggested, however, that in (b) the dominated

1. P.A.Baran and W.N.SWBBV (1973 H 2&3) point out that ;
nthe gretificaetion which whites derive from their socio-economic
superiority to Negroes hgs ite counterpart in slarm, gnger, end even
penic st the prospect of Negross gttaining equeslity. Status being

8 rolative metter, whites insvitebly interpret upward movement by
Negross es downwerd movement for themselves. This complex of
attitudes, product of sstisfaction and status consciousness in
monopoly cspitalist society, provides an importent explanstion

why whites not only to refuse to help Negroes to riso but betterly
roesist their efforts to do so%.

2. C.F. Van Ben B8rghe 1967 : 27-29); Hanton (1967)}
mainricmhé19?3 + Chapter 1). Van den Berghe differntiastes batween
“pPaternaistic® =nd “cOmpatstiva" race roletions as idesl types

in the weberian sense.

The term ®"paternalisticr 16 not being employsd in the
sens@ in which Ven den Berghe uses it : VYen den Berghe's usage
is more mechanistic. Impressive though his typology may ba, one
tends to be sceptical sbout its empirical epplicebility or
(verifiability) in the cz86 of Zimbshwé. In fact, as I argued,
from the time of colonisastion, the type of racs relations that
obtained in Zimbabwe have bwen based on haestile antagonistic
competetive relations rather than on peternalism. 0Ons should, of
course, recoghise that Van den B6rghe is using sn ideal-type.
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group acquiesces to alisn rule.

| A cnmbinat;&n of factors l6d to the dovelapmsnt of
s type of"race talatinﬁs'bthat'egiat in ziﬁbabme tudéy. The
motives, circumstances end nature of_ colbnial contact, the imperial
policy of Qtitiiﬁ touards the colony of Southern Rhodesia, ihe
initiel response of tha‘indigennus people to white dattieéent §n¢
rule, the conflict and confrontation of the rabaa. éll made up g
.éum~total of a highly explosive politicasl situation that hes reachad
irrevocable proportions in 2imbsbuwe teaa}. This historicsl
dimensions must be teken into account in order to understand the

situation, bocsus® race sttitudes ore historicelly based {Cox 1972: )

The Fre-Colonisl Period.

Inspits of consistent sttempts by the white settlers and
goinnial historiang to deny a worthwhile Africen pest in Zimbebue,
certain historians have bsgun to write favourably abeut African
praecolonipl ﬁistnry. fiotable azmong them atavnavidéon, Taa.ﬁangqt
and others. White settlers slso sssert thot Africens heve ng right
to claim ownership of Zimbebws since, it is aiguﬂd, the Bushmen
errived before the present African inhabitants cf_iimbahus.

Devideon (1971, especielly Chepteures 2,3,6) refutes that Africans

did not contribute anything to "civilization®. He points out that

when the whites cems to Zimbabwe “they encountered men and women

who woere not at'ths beginning - of a long period of civilized development,
buts through times of painful dissolution, wers perilously neer the |

end of one* (Davidson 1958.3 45) .
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The Shona speaking people, characterized by Hilde Kuper
(1951 ¢ 9) es caugerieg of 8antu-speaking tribas1 eesm to hgve
occupied tﬁu greater psrt of present day Rhodesia end Mozambique
es @arly g8 the ninth century A D. The Shonsas wetalintagratﬂd
into a single nation,z first under the Mononutaper dynasty éﬂd
then from pround the sixteenth century many of them were locsely
united under the dominant Rozvi, with a sufficient cultural as
woll es iinguistic uniformity to distinguish them from the paople
south of the Limpopo ss well as from those north of the Zembezi. -
The Rozvi developsd a strong military monarchy whese ctabiigty end

prosperity wes reinforced by possession of wealth in the form of

1. 'The term tribe has lost ite scientific meening zna has an
invidious connotation in Africa, of backwardnsses and primitivensss
Lucy Malr (1970 : 15) cautions that anyons intending to use 'tribe’
88 a technical end not a term of sbuse, ®should ba clear that it
eimply weens an indepemient politicel divieion of a population with
a common guliture®,

2. Others might object to the use of ths term nation to
describ@ this situsgtion; but Davigson (1971 : 22) complains that
#»isn't it merely mystification to describe a typical European
people, with ell their xenophobis, groupezmbition and sense

of oxclusivist pride as & Netion, while reserving the term tribe
{nrimitive and barbarous being understond) for a people like '
the Yoruba? Such mystificetion, one can not help Pesling, is

in no small) part the fault of anthropologists who have genarally
cultivated s habit, wyhen writing sbout African societies, of
crsaping in st the backduor of political reality instead of
marching boldly up the front door".
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cettle end the canirol of numerous gold minss. The country was

organized into territorial fields whose rule wes suppgt'ad in the

spirituel sphere by the priesthood of Héarl, the high-god of the
3 | |

Shona.

The first ruling dyngsty, ths mononut 2pa, ;aemgd‘ta
have had his fi;st cepital and ;oyal cemetry st the now morldu
famoua Great 7imbsbwe thouwgh by the eixteenth cantuiy the aozvi
dynasty secms to have been in control and the Monomutepe had moved
further to the north of the country (Oliver and Fgpge 1975: 133).
The people inhabiting the kingdom "seem to.have been natéd for
their preminence in the 'erts of peace' -« agriculture, weaving,

pottsry, cerving and iron-emelting' (Mtshali 1967 :23).

Contact with the Eurcpeans seems to have begun in the
sixteenth century when the portugusse government sent ite nastional,
Antonio fermandez, in 1514 to investigate the source of gold which
was x@aching the sast cesst. The Portugusse scknowledged tha
nonomut aPpa es "the lord of an exceeding grest country?. Portuguese
pttempis to occupy the country met with little sﬁccase. sidca‘tha'
Shong successfully replused effactive 9octuguaaa,psnet:ation; There
is indicetien that the portugusse entersd into bilsteral sgreements
with the monomutapa who meintsined effsctive control over his
kingdem (c.f. Vambe 19735 Renger 1968) . Contacts wers for trade,

but sstzblishment of churches failed (Gann 1965). These early

See Ranger{1967) end H, Kuper (1951) for interssting
accounts of the Mesri-cult emong the Shong. The Muwari priests pleysd
a lesding role in the 1896-97 wer of resistence agsinst Europsen
settlement,
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contacts, however, were of @ “fleeting nature" (Weinrich 157319)
and did not constitute rsce relstions. In time, the MOndmutapa‘s
kingdom bacame tod éxtansive, sc it yeskenad., Besides, focus wes

nos on agriculture, and not on defence.

In the nineteenth century ths Ngunis 1n;adad from the
South, one group moving noith to present day Tanzenie and Zembia,
but more importently, a contingent under m;ilikazi settled in the
wustern part of the country.. Contrary to the claim of colonial
historiography, the activities of the Nguni were confined to sporedic
raids, mostly for cettle and grain, into cartain parts of the enunﬁry.
They did not cenquer or enslave the Shoﬁa peopls (C.f. Vembe 1973
Mtshali 1967:29). The Shonz speaking people and the Ndebels (the
descendents of the Nguni) coexisted and fused culturally; in time;

they have become one penple with 1ittle trace of their past.

The arrival of Luropeans « missioneries, traders, huntere,
prospasctors and advadturere ~ in the 1880s was a turning point
in the history of Zimbabwe. The nos infamous Rudd concession was
signed in 183’? botween the representgtives of Rhodes and Lobangula,
King of the Ndehele. Interpretations of that concession have diffared
shatp1y§1 the furopeens never fulfilled the terms of the conceasion.
On the besis of that geoncession Rhodes obtsined a Rnyaiﬁchaiter s
fro; the British Creoun under which Zimbabwe wss forcibly nccupied;

by settlers under the suspicies of the British South Africe Company,

1. The African interpretetion of tha Rudd concession hzs bean
successfully presented oy Sam'Kange (19653 1969).
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on September 12, 1890, The settlors named the country Rhodesia,
in honour of Cecil John Khodes the godfether of the British South
Africa Company. Lobengula's protests to the Sritish Crown and

attempts to revoke the concession met with no success,

In 1893 the uyhite settlers came into armed conflict with
the Ndebele, but the latter were defeated. In 1896 the Shong and
the Ndebele unitedly rose up in grmed revolt asgeinst the whits
settlers, but were defeatsd by virtue of superior arms in 1837
though fighting gant en intermittently 1avvar£aus parts of the
country till the sarly 19009‘T The prominent and leading
architects of the wer were the religious prieste of the Muari
cult. The Shona call the’aar"chimuranga' and the national armed
revyolut ionary struggle being waged now hes glse sometimes been

referrad to as 'Chimurange'’

Settlement by the uhitas

5) Politicel Developments 1890-1969

From 16890 tc 1923 the colony of Southsrn ﬂhoﬂéﬁia wss
administered by the British South aAfricz Company. In 1888 &
Southsrn fhodesia Order in Council established s legislative Council
te govern tha country. iha settlers 1ncicased rapidly so-that byz
sbout 1893 there yere nezrly 3,008 engeged mostly in prospecting,

trading =ng in few casas clearing the lana for farming.

The discovery of gold in Rhodesia in 1860 by the adventurous

German schoolmaster, Karl Mauch, caused ‘'z lot of excitement in South

1 See T.0. Ranger (1967) for sn account of the 1893 and 1896 wars.
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Africa, snd subanquanyly in England yhen the news reached thers

in 1868. One mgjor rsason feor this unfounded (speculstive) excitement
was the 'tropical tressure housa' theory sbout Africa. Though the
gold finds were of lower quality end involved more expanses than

at tha-sand in South Africa, the 'theory' had a deep impact on
Victorien politiciens (Genn 1969: 100-102; c;f"cann‘1965; Arrighi
19673 197§; Leys 1959). Cecil John Rhodes, one of the greatest
nineteanth centuty iapsrialist finghclers, was desbly convincod.
that empize; tnvestment and profits uquld go togetheér; *but he
often had tb use iha étrengeat egpadiants to get his bartnara

ahd stockholders to put mere money into hié choaén instrument

in Rhodesia, the British Seuth Africe Compeny, which from 1890 to
1923.naver paid s single penny to its shareholders snd'uaé geherally

non profiteblet. (Genn 1969 : 102) .

The economic motive determinsd the nsture of sconomic and
politicel developments (Arrighi 197?1; 336) and hence the development
of race relstions in 2imbsbwe, Yhough the vision of an Eldoredo
soon feded, Compeny principles of administ:atiah for the first one
and a helf decades rafiacted its belief, that the output of gold
would justify a large out lay in admibistratinﬂ and davelopment . -
Joint-gtock compenies developed the mines and the compshy held half
shares; in practice the CGmpanﬁ acquitad intersst in the other haif
to meximize ite profits end to promote ss meny such concerns as
possibles R8s a corollary of this, the Company dndsrtooh a hegvily

ambitious progremms of refluwey building.

The 1896 wer, however, disrupted prospacting snd mining

and slmost brought these activities to g standstill, with 372
\ .



settlers killed and 129 wounded (or ten per cent wers casuslities)
(Leys 1959: 73 c.f. Gann 1965 s 140; Renger 19683 1970 14). These
f’igi;xaa exclude cesualities auiong the forces used to supppess the
wrebellion". This politicel lvnta:wpt.ion delayed the Company's
realisation that its ecoﬁmic misfortunss were the result of its

: .gx-,oas overevaluation of tﬁa mineral weelth of the country.

Zﬁevitably, the company fell into serious finencisl difficultiss.

neaﬁuhne. tha' settlers yore incressingly fesling that

the Company was saciificing thoir intarests to those of the shere.
.holdars." Consaquently, .thay bagan to challenge .company rule and
demand grester sey in the political 1ife of the eountry. Faced
with financial‘ dif‘f‘,i.cultiéé the compeny wes forged to rely on the
aattliers, who dnﬁaﬂded gréatér pol.{'tical pouer in return for their
cooperation. In time, ihe aati:lais séized pougr : *In this process,
the institutional framework esisblished by‘ the coméany was filled
out and eleborsted in s way which reflected the growing dominance
of the settles cﬁmﬁunﬁty“ {Leys 1959: 8). In response to mounting
pressure, and in order to exploit all avenues to alleviate its
financial.p:nblaas, the compshy begen to ellow small working of

mines on royalty bssis around 1902,

Inae radical changs of policy, 'tha company begen to pay
more sttention to agriculture no thst by 1907 the compeny had
| edopted a'nau palics; of encouraging furopean ssttlement on lend;
and this baceme a ciﬁcial determinant to thes future psttern of

development of the country. The compeany had two simss to bring revenus;
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but it particularly wented to put up the vslue of lend., Additional
capit sl was reised to provide services thst would induce settlement

on land. To sttrect settlers, tha best evailable land and.chegp

and ghundant African lebor had to be provided. This meant creating
ertificiel inducements to the Africens to loave their land, from which
they wore engaged in fairly prosperous snd lucrative agriculture. 1In
the early stages Africsns supplied the grouing mining end urban centres
with food,; milk and meat, they also had e successful tobecco industry

and even provided tobacco curing know-how to the Europesn rarnera.1

.The Nstive Pgss Ordinance (No 10, 1902) which extended
the Netive Registretion Grdinsnce (No 16, 1901) wes introduced in
1902 to fecilitete procuring Africaen laebour wherever it wes wented.
The Company channelled all its energies into satisfying settler needs,
feiluwing the methods end piiicios already dovelopsed in South Africa,
thus laying the firm base for the policies 6f,futura govarrments .
This wes done by appointing parsoﬁnal already segsoned in service,
especially ia the Ceps brovince of South Africs. By 1923 the Company
'had four main divisions; Rdministretors, Tressurers, Attorney Génatals
e Secretery of Mines and yorks, comprehsnsively embrecing all
government sl administration. In the divieion of the Adminisgrator wes

the Native Department to deal with African affairs.

Beceus® of heavy administrative expenses being incurred
by the Compeny end the imperial suthority, Britain wented the colony

to be a part of the Union of South Africe, beceuse this would alleviate

. b
1. See Arrighi (1967 ; 1973) and bhimister (1974) for euthoritetive
accourts of the process of underdevelopment of African agriculture;
and Kosmin (1984) for g well documented and convincing discussion on
the Inyocks tobacco farming. '
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administrative expenses end Union'would offer better economic
‘prospects for the territory. The white workers asnd farmers, however,
oppoged Union because it wzs not in their interests workers feared
Job compstition from poor whites from South Africa, while the farmers
foared thet Africen uagés would have to be raised to complete with
higher arrican.wagea paid in South africe (Loney 19753 49). A larger
nunbar of whites also feared Afrikgner dominance which thay.had'run
awey from in South Africe. There was aslso the apprehension thst
Rhodenia's development plems would be sacrificed to those of a larger
Union. Soma whites, hosever, preferred Union, aspeciszlly the larger

entrepronsurs who visuaslised economic advantages from Union,

The Companty lost interest yhen the Privy Council ruled
in 1918, that the land belonged to the Crown snd not to the Company.
A 1922 referendum voted in féwour of 'responsibls goverament', and on
Gctober 1.1923 the Company administration ended, gnd Responsible

Govermrment came into being.

Respersible Government meent in effect that the settlers
could now exercise greater internal political gutonomy with a
fullfledged control over the steta~machinary. The interests which
dominated uaré those of the white farﬁets and workers : for example,
the Land Apportionment Act of 1930 and the Industriel Conciliation

~Act reflect this dominsnce.

The federation of Rhodeeiz and Nyassland which comprised
of the territories of Southern Rhodesia, ﬁorthern Rhodesia and
Nyssalend, wes formed in 1953 butvbroke up in 1963 when Northern

Rhodesia (Zambis) snd Nyesalasnd (Melewi) beceme independent. 1In
1965 the white settlers under the thdesian front ¥arty daelarn&

independenca from S8ritain unilaterally, thus terminating Britaints



effeetivc control over the territory. Meanwhile, in 1961, a constitution
~hed been adopted which geve qualified franchise to the Africans. Under

| this cuustitutién. 15 Africens could be elected to a Parliament of

65. The Rhodesie Front Government revoked this Constitution and

insroduced anothsr one which sought te further entrénch white interests.

It will bocoms cléar below thet these politicel developments
were deeply rosted in the asconomic reelities of the situstion ¢ et

bottom the struggle has besn ¢ struggle betwesn many intersst groups,

b) The_african Response to white settlement (1890-1957)

What wes the reésponss of the indigenaus Zimbabweans to the
conguest by and sottlement of the whites, taking into account the
successful repuliiun that they had givas to the portuguese earlier?
Immedistely below, the wey in which Africans immedistsly respended
to white aattlagaﬁt al every stage is traced. Rece relstioms in
Zimbabwe cen be correctly equated te the doctrine of raciem and to the
practice of racisliem. The tuo sre impurtent determinants of social
relationships hetween groups snd limit & personts life chences.

The anslysis, housver, will not be on thu lavsi: of sttitudes, es seid
bafore; it will be concarned more with the relations betwesn the
_ Africens snd the furcpeesns in the contexi of their pesitions vie-e-vis

econoqic.aad political poudr.

Since the whites who settled ir Zimbgbue wére economic
sdventurers, ocenomic motives determinec their gttitudes to, and
relétians'with the Africens. The defeat of the Africans in 1857 left
them in e state of bewilderment snd temporary shock. Consequently soms

*turned to the missionaries for a new soliution. Others took to the
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woods and the hills ss followers of the dishard rebels who would

not surrender. Mest lspsed into s dull acceptance of defest® (Renger
1968s 215)+. Some, especially among the Shona, turned to history end
their unity and prosperity undsr the Rozvi, and a sign "to keep

alive the idee of a wider Shones unity" (Renger 1968 :216). The old
ides of resistence held on. A section of the Ndebels, under Nyamenda,
formed s Ndebele Home Mpvement to demand for Home Rula,.but'thls

. failad.

' fhers were also othsr mer® organized forms:af protests
for exemple, on Jatuwayy 20, 1923 an African Bantu Voters' Atsociatiaﬁ
(BVR) was formed ok Gwelo with the programme of land purchese, gigner
aducation for the "fricame, examption of voters from cartain restrictions
oto. {Ranger 196857233 c.f. Ranger»TB?ﬂ). Though ths BUA wes an
8litist organizatiﬁﬁ and fai&ed to exarcise the influence it desired,

it wegs %“the first prsopiation to focus on politics at the centre and to

‘concern iteslf with tho territorisl psrliement® (Renger 1968:224).

' The test cese for the RBUA and other APricen associations
1ike the Guwelo Native welfsre fssociation znd tha fRhodesian Netive
Association was the land question when the Carter Commission, eppointed
in 1923, hesrd evidonce from people'frem ail walks of life. Though
the svidence varied, it was clear thst the Africans wenied more land
which the Eurcpeens had already begun eppropriating (Ranger 1968;4
Cof e especially 197) . Tha Carter Commission, however, recommended
sagregation and edditional land to the reseryes and the graation of the
so-cplled Netive burchese Ar8as. The recommendetion left the Africane

bitterly disgppointed,
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In July 1929 ths various Africen Associstions in the country
held é combined meeting in a témper of bitterness end a.mood of
disillusiaﬁéent. The epeekers spoke with one voice, uﬁging unity.
The ueeting gtxongly voted against the 'ﬂééé Rule Tr;ck', against
separate or parailel development anxd tho#a policies which denied
the africen 1life chancas-andbrights in his oun land; thg meeting
also unanimouély veted aéainst'the;Land Apporticnment Bil;: Inspite
of this protest, tﬁe 841l wes pessed and Qacana the Land Apportionment
Act. '

At the and of the 1920e sttempte were azlso mede to orgenize
the af:icsﬁ‘éorkers. Clemens Kedalie, an immigrent worksr from
‘Nyaaalana bated in_Scuth africs, hed elready pioneaiaa by forming
the Industiial shd Cammerﬁial workars Union (ICU) in South Africe.
in 1927 haluepéted oﬁa nfbhis counttymsﬁ. Robsrt Sembo, to organize
the Africen Qotkers end form sn ICU in 2imbebwe. Sambo did not cphfine
himself to the urben workers, bﬁt also sought to mobilize thavpraéamin.p
atly migrant workers from Nyssaland end Mortuguese East Afriéa
working on white farms. Though the authorities promptly banned
Sambo, the ICU continued and branchaa-spruhg up in dif ferent urban
;entraa,'townshipa and mining compounds, and at weskend public
meetings leaders exhorted tha APrican workers to unite, to transcend
sthnic divisions and netionality, while at the same time attapking
the missionaries and ghe Government. The speakers appeeled to'
internetional working ciess soliderity. Accordingutoiﬂanger, the
I1CU never developeu into & mgus movement, presumebly because e |

substantial number of workers did not have roots in to&n. ahd too

-
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many of them ceme from outside the country;1 The ICU, however, was
important a8 a forerunner of urban politicalmbartiaa end Africen

uﬂit-y .

Leadership of the protest movements wes taken'0vdr by the
" esducated elite in the 1930s: B8egey the Arrican National Congress.
formed in 1934. Though the ANC did not mgke any spscific gaine,
it becams the main exponent of territorial constitutional politicsj;
unlike the BvVA, it did not limit its appeal to voters or potential
voters, but sttempted to organize the Africans more genaraily in
the toans; The ANC is, in a way, the ancestor of modern africaﬁ

nationalism and wes the first Congress movement in Central africa.

Africaens slso respondsd in other ways: there was an
eruption gnd development of independent Church movements, like
Meatthow Zvimba's 'Church of the yhite 8ird', vhich tried to combine
idess of Christignity and old African beliefe. Soma of these provided
lagdership to protest against white rule, There wes also a s&ddeﬂ
acceptance and commitment, especislly by the Shona, to Rovements
from outsids, like the wetch Tower Churches (Renger §9£B:231;
c.f1970) .

Howeyer, those movements failed to offar sffoctive challenge
to white rule, becsuse they were too many, uncoordinsted, ond with
localized and civerse objectives. Underneath this, however, wes
a combination of Pactors which sharpenad the conflict betwesn the

white and the bleck groups, and brought the various slements of the

1. Van Onsalen {1973) doss not, houever, share the viey thgt
African workers did not have “worker conscicusness®, K& psrsussively
iagk arques, by examining mine workers, thet there was consciousness
in black workers as demonstreted by their avoidance of mines where
living and working conditions were dehumanizing in the pre-1920 period.



i

African population together. Tuwe 1@pdrhant developments took plece
after uorld yer 113 first, o large influx of vhite immigrante et

eh avarage of 10,000 a year; end second, a rush for education by the
Africans, Besides, Africen workers, e a result of proletarianizetion,
were beginning to taeke grester initistive, and to use the etrikn 8
a weapon, 8 axemplified by the 1945 African reiluvy workers? atriko
in Bulaweys and ihe 1948 goneral worker's strike in Sulaweyo and
Salisbury. which wes joinsd by domestic servants. @enjemin Burembo
seized, the ney mood by_fotming the african Voice Assoclistion to link

L

this new confident discontent with the grievences ¢ the rurel masses.

- At that stage a emsll section of the whites felt the need
to create an African middle Giass divorced from the messes. The
visu found expression duping the Federation of the ithodesia and
Nyesaland. Verious multireciel sssociations like Cepricorn Society
were Pormed yhich & number of the africen élita Jodned. Atiewpts
were mede to recruit some ifricens into importent pusitione. Crestion
of an Africen middle cless, howsver, falled becesuse certain sections,

of %hé white population were oppused to this,

A8 2 rssult of frustration the aAfrican middle cless
~ joined hands with the mgzsses in the late 1950s onuwardes. The mode of

African protest therasafter will be discussed later {Ghapter Six).
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CHAFTER THREE.

THE ESTABLISHMENT AKD CONSOLIDATION OF WHITE MOWER

Given th§ conomic motives of the whites for occupying and
settiing in 2imbasbwe, and their besring on race relations, what then
were the bases for the relstionship between the races 7 0r, in the
light of my earlier postulstion that race relations in 2imbasbue can
be equgted to the doctrine of racism énd the practice of racielism,

what was the basis of racizl discriminstion and exploitation?

Anglyedis of this will be done by tracing the process of the
asteblishmant and consolidation of yhite power, from the perspective
of the cruciplity of the economic interests of the white settlers,
embracing the importence of land, mining and lgbour, and sesing
their interdependence. The criticelity of white economic intersste
resulted in race relations determined by the policy of raecisl
discrimination and racisl segregation. This, in turn, led to e pattern of
economic develaopment favoursble to the white populstion a2t the
axpense of the african papulatiuo, which in fact, begéme underdeveloped.
On the macro-l18vel, the emergence of a powerful settler community
with defined economic intsrests led to the general prosperity of the
whols country. Consequently, it cen be argued that the policy of
'ppartheid' in South Africa end 'separate development'! in Rhodesia,
are compatible with cepitalist exploitetion and development. yolpe
{1970) hes ergued persuassively and shoun that in South Africa, racial
discriminstion i compstible with the capitalist development of the
country & it is not, a8 has besn argued by some scholars, .an enomaly

to the industrial and economic devalopment of ths country. The South



African economy thrives on the super-exploitetion of the African workers,

Just like in any capitalist system.

The Economics of Racialism

After the fallure of gold, there wes a merked shift to base
mineral mining snd tobacce farming; but the expension of these
industries was rémarkable efter Lorld dar 11, sfter & severs setback
during the depression periocd in ths eerly 1920s. The growth of
Europeen agriculture was given 1life by the internsl demend for
Poodstuffs, and the foundation of a successful tobacco sxport industrys‘
the creation of the Tobaceo Boatd by tha Government in 1930 etimulsted
the developmant of the industry. Introduction of other stete
entarprises after the dapressian hogsted the development of industry s
for example, the Electricity Supply Commission's Power Stations; the
Cold Storsge's Steel Commissjon's foundaries and miils, the Sugar
Board's estates, and others yere smeong some of the state entarﬁrisas

creatad in tho 1930s.

As e rasult of the da‘veiapﬁant of industry, there wes large
scale immigfation sfter world wWer II. The consequence of this,
however, wes thet government sérvsicﬁe were oxpanded st the great
cost of borrowings In order to attract skiiled personnel from szbroed,
they hzd to be offered exceedingly high weges,; a practice which has

continuad upto nowe.

The aAfricans,; on ths othkar hand, had 1littls to gaing thay
earnad monsy either by s8lling suiplus farm produce or by selling
their labour. Evidence suggestes tihet rrom the 15308 to 19508 thare
was No rise in Africen real wagess instesd, in the 1939-.1948 period

there mey actuelly have been s slight decline, and no generel improvement
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in Africen standards of livings 4t the heart of this are the economic,
political and social policies of the white ruling cless. .ﬂnd ,

aé Loys (1959 1 26-27) says 3 "...0ns can Aot but be struck by the
extrame inequality betwsen the living standards of the Europsean aﬁd
Africen ﬁopulations, the one among the highest in the world, the

othur among the lowest,”. This is @ consequence of the contradictery
policy of the govermment, which tends to messure economic proJrsss by
the extent to which the country cen be made to sbsorb Luropsan
immigrants et a living as high es for those wyho have alrecdy settled
thare, rather than by reference to the living standerds of the entire

populstion,

The sociasl policies of ths rulers, legalized gs lauw,
contribute to this situstions significent among these are Laend
apporticmment, and legalised colour bar in smployment and other

measures which buttress the policy of “separste development”,

1. Land Apportionment

Though farming wes not the primsry objective of the original
settlers, land was distributed aiehoﬁt any regard for indigenous
tenure; grams were given to gll who wsnted them emong the gettlere.
Each member of thse so-caeilsd Pioneer Column wee entitled to 1,500
morgen {c. 3,000 acres) to hold on 'military tenure',as scon as the
company found itself in s pesition to do so, while the benoficiarice
of the victoria Agrssmant each received 3,000 morgen, and no occupstion
wae required, gpart from payment of ten shillings quit rent to the

company. fMining and land compenise aleo received extensive laﬁa.
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5peculators, too, received land, and by 1912 a total of 7,884,160
acres had been grantsd to 23 companiss with a total working capital of

£7,522,000 (Genh 19655162) «

. Since sgriculture wyezs not primary in the earlier period,
most peopls did not develop the land, which changed hends repidly
others, howsvsr, faced the chailenge snd began to bresk the ground
in rarming. 3ome engsged in maize growing, others in timber trade
and sale of firewood, and still cthers in market gardening. Most
of them were new to farmiﬁg.' Gann describes them in the follaowing
manner

very few of these early pionsers yere in any way
epacialists; they included people from all walks of
1ife, soldiers and policemen, civil servante with 3
taste for outdoor existence, cattle traders who

decided £to ralse their ouwn besstss; but all had ons

thing in common; they were inveterefe individuslists

and slways willing to try something nouw.
(Genn 1965 3163)

And one might add, aiming to get rich quickly. Apart from the
English spesking whites, Afrikanara aiso came along in orgenized
treka.l The 1life of these sarly séttlarg was g bitter struggle with
a nhew ehviromment, fallure of agriculturse, plent and asnimal diecase.
This difficult experience has been well engrained in the minds of -

the esarly settlers =nd their descendants,

fﬁings began to 1mpr6§§ at the beginning of the twantieth
centurys with tha.groéth of miﬁa campannde!markats beceme 5veilable,
and the company began to pay asttention to the needs of the farmers.
The Compafy introduced extensive and praé:asaiva reforms in agricuitura s
agricuitural spocialists were hired to 1mp£ove methods of egri&ulture

and to deal with peste, Experimentsl ststions uwere set up at Salisbury
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and Guwebi, snd local sciontistsv went sbroad to study better methods

of tobacco growing and agriculture gensrsily.

8) . the Beginning of Land Alisnation (1890-1930)

most of thé early ssttloers aaiactéd their lend oﬁ the hea?y
red end black loams which had bean Pagaurad by the africens, aspeciilly
in the yest gno séuth west of ths country (Metebelelend)j in those
parts where éhaxe was lighter grenite sé&l tﬁase was not gs much
preossure yato‘ with the edvent of tobecco farming, howaver.‘;xcs$8$vﬁ
éressure.began to be fblt zé theéa‘areaa too. Thaugﬁ ot first the
settlers only occupied smail portions of their lond, the Jmperial
Government insisted thst sdditionpl land should be set gside, because
of the living pnésibility of a further and continuing influx of
sattlers. A Land Commission set up in 159#. éacowmenﬂad setting aside
of two blocks, the Shangnniﬁland Gwaaivﬂﬁsatves, sséimated at 3,5000
and 3,000 square milea_tespactiwely and small reserves for LobAngula's
surviving raelstives. Africens preferred to stay on their ancestral

lend and the whites encouraged them to do so te work for them.

"while drafting the Scuthern Rhodesia Order in Councili in
1898, the lmperigl Authority again coneidered the lend question @
under the new low Africens retained the constitutional right to
buy land shywhare in the colony on the seme torms as the EuropRans.
This wes, howsver, a :1diqulnus proposal, since the Africans hed
neither the propensity nor the mesans to buy lend. Cleerly =

Genn (19651163-84) points out ¢
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But very few black people even managed to make use

of this provision. A smali number of black settlers
from South Africe-~'Alien netives' in the queer langusge
of the day--managed to buy some land on individual
tenure; these included some Fingoss(sic 1) at Bembsesi,
and a few Basutous snd a Shangagn in the Victorip
District. Such paople, howsver, remained quite
exceptional, for the vast majority of Africens in the
country possessed neither cash, knowlsdge nor inclinagtion
to buy land like yhitemen, whilst neither white civil
servants nor black chiefs would encourege them to
abandon their traditional system of landholding.

The Order in Council placed a stetutory obligstion upon
the cOmﬁany to provide sufficient holdinge, with s sufficient
numbervof streems and springs; but even before the new lsu was
passed ths Chief Ngtive Commissioner submitted a proposal for demarcating
the reserves. The eo-callaed Mashonaland Native Commissionere
slloceted betweésn 15 and 20 scres per hut, while in the sp-called
Matebelelend the average wes 9 acresi the sverage being based
on the allocetion made in the Caps Colony (under Glen Grey Act). But
thers wes no cleer policy on lend allocstion; Native Camdissibnera worked
sccording to their whims end fancies, with no proper meps afd surveys,

80 that the size, quality and arrangement of the reserves varied.

| when the Europesns began to heve s greater commitmant to
lgnd, and to cultivsteo much mors inmtensively, and when African stock
began to compfete for pastur® with Europeen gnimals, the demand for
reserves became much mors insistents The Ngtive Commiseionsre slso
supported the idea ofvterrithrial sagregetion, albeit in a bsnevolent
and patarnaliAtic tona. Their argument wes thet the Africans would
learn corrupt weys of 1ife from mines, towns and from living in clocse
proximity with the whites. Ths missionaries elso argued in similar

vein, from the motal'point of view, adding thst the reserves provided



ample opportunities for experimentation, development of Africen
traditional life and were strategically vieble for spresd of the
gospel. The missionaries alsp had another worry: that Africgn
school teachars might be attraected by higher wages as clerks,
storemen etc. in touns'énd mines. The Company, howsver, wanted
liquidstion of Africsn tribal 1ife, and wes in Pevour of an cpen-
ended policy which would enable thes whites to have & free hénd

in the land.

tventuglly, howsver, the Company yielded to pressure from
the Colonial Office tha§ a Commissinn be set up to'investigate the
reserve question. The Commission waé set up in 1913 and submitted
ite finel repﬁrt 16 1915 after extensive travel throughout the
country. The conclusion of the Commission was that certain Africen
areas needsd qnlarging, uhil; others éertainly needed to be
reduced: their deep conviction was that compa:ativaly. the
Af:icansbin the coiony had got more land then those in any part
of Southern Africa; a*capt the drought-airikan Badhuénalanq (Genn
1965: 1883 c.f. L;ys 19593 18).‘ TSay argued that the totgal area
of the reserves should be reduced from 20,491,157 to 19,428,601
scres or sbout one fifth of the country's tatal extent. The Commissicners
further argusd that European 1mmigratian wes inevitsble, and the
1mpact'of the progressive white cém@ﬁn&ty wes bound to dislocate
the normal process of tribsl development. Tha colonipgl office sccepted

£he raoporte

1. ' se8 next page.



The intention of the S‘@pot-t claarly wes to deprive the

Africens of the better psrt of the lands yst, this was not the end.

1. Genn (1965:188 fin.1) quotes the fanwing comperative figurea
for Southarn Rhodesia end athe: tn:itoriee H

Territosy : Acraaga ﬁar heed of population then
' - on Reserves

vandoland end Trenskei | 10.2

Bechuanelend end remsining

Cepe Prwinu ' 14.4
Zululend and reégande: of Netal | 13.8
Trensvasl - - 5.4
Orangs Free Stete | 24
Basutoland (.Fractically all raserve) o " 4;95
Suﬁthotn ﬁhedeg_i. | o A 50.55

These figures, of course, give only e partial visw of
the picture; there wes littls justification for raducing African
land. Comparison evedes the issue of whether the compeny was
Jjustifried in taking a free hand in land =lisnation, particularly
when this land wae alienated by force and with no compensation
to the africans, end whether qlfocaton oR ls of te totoll anes ey

fﬂminzns.u—a(-gl Y 3 A'ﬂi'u;\ ‘meeds.
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b) The Land Appnrtianmant‘Act and After.

& Mmorrie Certer Commission wae appeinted in 1925 te
aliocate Crown lends not yet soid, between Africans amnd Europeans.
It gave its ;ecommandatinns in 9929, and the Land Apport;onmant
8411 (1930) wes passed, emidst bitter Africen opposition. The Bill
baceme the Land Apportionment Act (1931). Some 7.5 million acres
were ailocasted to whet became known os *Native Murchese Arees' and
some 17.5 million ﬁo the European arda with theo remainder unasssigned
land. Soms‘nf the lattsr land, mostly sa&dy soil wes later on
sssigned to the african agreg. There mera.subsﬂqueﬁt edj&stmants,
but ths Europeant remained in s dominant positien over the Africens.

In 1985 the position of land gllecation stood thus (leys 1959128) 3

Acras

Native Reserves | 20,859,000
Native Purchges Areas 8,039,000
Specizl Netive Areas | 9,712,000
Europeah Ardes 48,065,000
Unassigned Aress | . 6,346,000
Undetermined Afeaa 63,000
Foraest areass ' 3,123,000
Total

96,213,000

The nNative Purchsse Arees were designed elong the same
lines es the reserves 3 most of them are in the wmiddls and low
Veld areas, with poor sandy eocils, far from railways snd werkets or

inedequet® water supplies. The insquality of lend dietribution and
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ite effecte on the two racial croups is evident from the fact that
of the 250,000 whites only ten per cent ere farmers, while the
predominant majority of the mors than 6 millien Africens depend

on land, directly or indirectly. Land apportiamentilwareﬂ

the African living standerde, #id led to the "deve}.'opment of
undepdevelopment' of the Africen rural sress. Besides, as a2 result
of the low wages paid to Africen workers in touns and mines, most

of them were forced to depend wn their kinsmen in the rursl arees.

uﬁda,t the éct, urben sress were deaig\nated European aress,
so thet africens ceuld not own land or property in the touns. The
vAfricans in touns could reside in the premises of their smployere
or iv‘z‘african | ocations® or "tmmhiés". By ;Sroviiion of lew, the
municipality provides asccomodation which smployers may remt for
- their employsss; conseguently, employers find it chegper to rent
for single rether than femily quarters. This errangement has many
disadventages; the workers are forced to live a barrack life. As
8 result for some time, there was no stable lebour force, and as
Leye (1959 : 29) seys 3 "for, although most Africens no longer
come merely to earn their tax, their femily life must usugaily be
‘left behird in the Reseryes, and naturelly, it drzus them back

ﬂg&in‘ .

Laﬁar, the Government adopted g noew spproach t under the
Native Husbandry Act, 1951, it becems official policy toc work towsrds
é complete 'systam of indiyidual lghd tenure, ss opposed to
communal ownership, in the Mrig:an ar0as8. This Act stipulated that

those Africans who wished to oun land must live on it and’ farm it.
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The aim of the act, ostensibly, éccarding to officisl argument wes
to create g stable a?ricea lsbaur force aaq elso to ansure grester
commitment to land by ths Africans and to rationaiise Africen
agriculture by encouraging individual tenure. - In this way, the
government hoped to creste an Africen sgrarian slite. BHeceuse of the
gontredictions inherent in the paiieiea-af the ruling cliquey
rotionalization of Africen sgriculture foiled, since differontisl
prices were paid for farm produce, and the Africen had & limited

market. As a result aﬁ‘ﬂfticaa egrerian slite gould rot be crested.

c) .The,génd Jenure act 1963

Qver the years, conflict of interests betwesn the Africans
and the Europesns has sharpened, particularly from 1962'onuardé Qhan
the Rhodesizn Front Party, a perty committed to white supremacy
for sll time, came into powsr. ¢$ns of tﬁe'tupmast items on the .
progremme of t.hé Rhodesian Front Party wes chahge of 1énd policy,
tribalisstion of Africen 1ife and revival of the rule'of the traditional
chiefs. The Government immediately implementad'theée on coming to
p;ua:u’ The 1969 Constithiion included the Lend Tenure Act which
divided the country along new lines, end wes designed to replace the
Lahd pApportionment Act¢q Urben industrial and cther ale@es werse
deglaiad either Européan areze or national land, so that africens
in certein asreas were physically ovicted from their treditional lends,
Some Africens refused to move from their land, inepite of incessant

harassment by tha‘aove:nment.z On Hovember, 1, 1972 an Act wes

1. The Lend Divisions yers se Pollous s

Evuropean Areg - 444952,00 acres
Africen Area 44,944,500 acres
National Land ‘ 5.5171503 acres,
see, Mutiti (19741275)
2e A very prominent gnd internationglly publicised cese is that

of Chief Rekayi Tangweng end his people who indomitsbly defied
Covernment aordors ta lasva thailr traditinnat land.
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pessed in parligment to prevent Africans from pestronizing bers and
restgurgms in white arsas sfter 7.00 pe.m. and on Seturdey ofterncons

and Bundays.

1. Lebour Supplies

8) In 8earch of Africen Labour

Tha development of ths mining iadudtty cregted a demend
for cheap Africen lsbour to wock in the minas; but thers wes en
scuts shortage of africen labour in the periods of rising demand,
i.0., 1896-1903, 1905-1911,1916-1919 "ouing to the combination of
a relstively sluggish response of indigenous Africans to wege
employment oppertunitiee enc unrealiebility of extrs territoriel
sources of labour® (Arrighi 1973e: 183). In securing lsbour r'or the
growing mining industry the sdministration had seversl alternctives s
' it coula incresse Africen weges end improve the working conditions
to sttract worksrs, and lure Africens from their lucretive sgricultural
sctivities; it could also demand taxes es s way of cosrcing the
ﬁfricang to anter the labour merket to sern their texy or it gould
1mpose.ébnst:aints on African sgriculture to reduce its profitability
and thus i'e.isa the tscanmic_ etdvantage of entering the lebour market;
extrgterritorisl labour wee also ancther alternative, and Finaily the
administretion could rely on ferced lsbour (Loney 1975:61; c.f. Gann
196521733 Arrighi 1967; 1973a end 13W3b). All these methods were tried

at various stages.

1. In any ces@, hoteis end restaurants in towns and cities are
segragated. Those which are not, are apportionsd into two, ona for
the whites and another one for the blacks. In most cases, howsver,
Africena mgy be served snacks end soft drinks through slits, specially
for them. The 1972 Bill, therefore, merely berred Africans from
patronising these places at specified periods.



Native Commissionors used Africen meesengers in afull
scela campa;gn of recruiting labour in Arrican viilagos. The Resident
British camﬁissiona:, however, complained thet the system was
compuleory labour which he eguitsd to slavéry. Because of mounting
prossur@ and ths need to regulerise iasbour supplies, the gritish South
African Company set up a Naetive Labour Supply Bureau in 1903 charged
with the responsibility of regruiting lsbour both inside snd outside the
colony, especially in Northern Rhodasia and Nyesslend. The slement of
compulsion, howsver, remsined g for exgmple, the 1901 Mester Servant Act,
which excluded white yorkers, stipuleted thzt zn Africen smployee
who deserted his employsr wes subject te fine or impriscnment of upto
six months and was obliged to r®turh to his employsr after serving

the prison sentenca.

The lebour problem, navertheless, remained because the
Africans ware only prepared to toke up empioyment during the dry
saason when there wes no work on their oun lgnds. The labour situaption
deteciorated when the african sgriculturglists began to sell pert
of their crops in the growing marketss "...the growth of nsw townships
ang compounus had the unintendad sffect of crsaziﬁg s small market
for African produce; mins ounere, prospactors and even uhits‘fafmers
all bought native grain and meal, thereby helping to ‘spoil! their
oun lsbour supplies® {Genn 1965:174) . Besides, a woman cultivating
2 or 3 acres ﬁf lend could make o5 much monsy o8 her husband in employment.
when the Chomber of Mines recommanded the imposition of @ uniform
poll tax of £2, and 1d.sh1111ng #or each socond wife end ebove, Milton
of the Companhy aigusd thet thars wes an undouttod impravemeﬂ£ in the
African conditions of livinﬁ. The Impsrial suthoritiss, hcwever,

did not favour 1ncreasad.AFricah taxation. A certein Catholig priest,
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R.P.Richertz, pointed out thet incressed taxastion would slmest

certainly give rise to African demand for increassed wages.

The Company edministration then turned to extre-territorial
sources of supply of lasbour in Northern Rhodesia, Nyasalgnd and
Pdrtuguese Eéét Africa, whefe £uropéan anterprice was limited.
Consequently, by 1903 3,060» to 4,000 immigrents had come to the country
attf;actéd by the exsguersted glorious tales ef the whitemen's
world, told hy.un8cr0ﬁlulaus labour tecrultaie. Writes Gann
0365 1 177)

Some lebour recruiters tried to cash in on rising
damgnds for 2w commodities by employing unscrupluous
cheracters, white and black, whoc went around the
villages and glibly told the mcst wonderful tales

about high wages, their stories of g new Eldorado

dosn South sometimes resembling parhisps the romantic
myths that aftracted white pioneers beyond the Limpopo.

3,

Emplnyéra glso ganarali& prefarrsd workere from far off because

CAL

they could neot desert tham aeéily and could sign for longer pariods;
but a8 long s traditionél famiﬁg provided en alternstive, lgbour
instabi;ity persisted. Bssides, <pn§lr working and living conditicns
discour:agad maRy from emtering the labour fua‘rlvtat'.‘.1 The employers were

looking for a working class which could entirely depend on weges, but

1. Van Onsalsn (1973) orguss thst the reasen behind labour
shortege wae ®*worker consciousness®, and demonsiratss that “from the
very earliest years of cepital-intensive industry Africens had g weile
deyeloped end demonstrable self-swerenass of their positions as exploited
workere® (p.238). Thaeir consciousness should be sought in their
gtrategy in the context of the overall functioning of the political
ecogomy and in the day to day responses in work situastions (p.39). The
conditions in the mines were appaslling 8o thats "For Africens living

in the zrey bstwssn the Limpopo and the Zembezi this (uorkar
congciousness and lsbour strategy) cen be sesn in th i&'@% mgigaeﬁ

f the Rhodesien g he il N f 3
gn ganyﬁinst?sangtsm%?t d'inamR gs woul igglﬁ reéck to meat tox

~ obligetions rgther then allowy, kin to ssek employmont on the mines,
Shona communitias, in perticuler; sold grein to meet their legal

contda.ee



thare was no existence of such a proletariat. The only cpen

option wee to loak fsr beyong for lebour.

As oerly as 1699 en enterprising doctor hed suggested the
possibility of recruiting from the wWest Indies 3 "intelligent pecple
but not over-fussy shout their food, alraedy used to werking es
far afisld es Guiene anc (®ntrai americe, who cculd de a good day's
job for 3/- or 4/-® {Garn 1965 : 177). Chemberlain, the 8ritish
Colonisl Secretery, oppcsed the idea. Next, the euthorities
attempted to recruit Somaelis and pbyssinians, but the scheme falled
becsuse of desertion: other recruits rioted abroad the steamer st
Beirg when rumours spresd thet they were to be 6010 a8 slaﬁas. The
Locael British Residont Fopresentstive intervenad sgainst sn attempt
to recruit systematically lehour from aden and Houthern Arabia, The
foreign Office becked him fully in hie objectioms. In 1903, the Chamber
of Mines suggested the recruitment of iadantured indian labourers g
but this, too, did not materislise bsceuse the Colo::ial admin_istrétion
in India stipulsted that its subjects could only go there on the
same terns a§ the Europeans, end there wezs indicetion that the indian
community elreedy in Lhe country wes being subjected to various farms
of discriminstion. The lest allernative wes te import indentured.
lebour fzrem Chinse At specia; meeting, Celonel Reliegh Gray, Chairman
of the salisbpry Chembezr of Mines arguad that Rbodesie lacked both
lebour and cepital, and thal the Rhodesianh gold industry wes to complets

with the wealthier yitwutersrand (South Africe) which, too, wes shout to

contd. from lzst page.../ cbligetions, and so avoided mine lsbour.
It was net until well in the 192808 that Rhodesian africans were
sufficiently proletsrianized for them to form a majority of black
mine employess (Uen Onsalen 1973:241).
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. import indentured lsbour. He gave the assurance thst tha Chinese
that the Chinese would be tepatristed at the expiretion of their
contracts. According to him, the country might face starvation
unless some action was teken to aupplement the inadequaté African

lsbour supply.

gut the Eurapcan contractors and skiiled srtisans strongly
opposad ths recruitment of Chinesé whom they feared would eventually
teke wp their jobs. C(Conséguently
- A sherp cless cleevoge began to open up within
the European populetion itself; the khedesiegn entis
Chinese cempalyn running parellel with a similar
movement in South Afries which opposed the employment

of industrial Chinose workmen on the witwaterstrand
(Gann 1965 :17¢) .}

Though the Charterea Compeny sympethised mith the minseownors

the Resident pritish Commnissioner oppmed the satry of the Chinese,

arguing tha§ the conditicns wnuld fmprove with the completion of the
raileays, and when the Africams got used to miniug.2 The mine«ouners
‘ware futtﬁar urged to mske conditions in the mines atiractive since

shortage of labour wes mere scute in some minas then in cthera.s

1. Ses also, Arrigni (1967; 1973e) for a discussion of these
alternastives and the reaction of the white srtisans. )
2. Lehour recruitmant fProm certain parts of the world to others
was not confined to the coleny of Southern Rhotlesis slone; there were
many other inastsnces, 8.g., indentured Indlan lebour waes used on South
African plantetiors, especially in Natal; in the cunstruction of railuways
in Esst Africes in rubber plantgtiomns in Malaya, and aleo in places

like Mauritios stc. That recruitment of labour intd Zimbabwe feiled

was @ historical sccident and should net be taken =2 the consistent

rule of British imperisl policy.

3. See, Van Onsalen (1973) for a disgussicn of the reesons
that led to lsbour shortage in soms and not all minss.
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The lsbour preblem, however, persisted, anq the authoritios
were compelled, willy-nilly te mcke some reforms. Two gsneral
opinions prevailed as solution; eone of improving the recruiting
~ conditions end the other of ameliorating the conuitions of life of
workers on the mines. Several laws were psssed obliging labour
agents to get praoper licengss, and attempts were made to set up
proper recruiting ergen!sation;v A Labou§ Board (190C) wes set up
to serve the yhole country for proguring labour. Ths Board, however,
ran into finanzial.diffiaultias since it hed to complets with
recruiters from Transvaal. who could offer better wages. Some
improvemsnt was schisved with thé setiing up of the Rhndméian Native
tebour Bureau (1503) whizh received Gavgrﬁmant fundss Recruitment
was extended to Northern Rhodesis gnd recruits ware issusd with
food, blankats, jerseys snd other facilitles on the wsy, while the
%o jacted® workmen gat sufficfant rastion and compsnsation. The
Bureau got much of ite lsbour from ocutside, with only o third being
local rsciuits.1

Working and living conditiens in the mines were bad, and

1. Gann (1965 : 199 : 179 f.n. 3) quotes the follouing
figuras far 1919 3

Lacal (Rhodesls) 10,668

portugues Tsrritories 6,116

NeodoRhodesia ) 4,436

N.d.Enodesia § NOTEORN 4,854

Nyasaland = ' 5,074

Others 1,551

Totel" 32,720

OIS oS SN S i
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the incidence of disesse ant desth atarkingly“high,1 bacause thé

diet and welfars of the yorkers were ignorad. At ons tima the mortality
rate of the mine workers was as high es 7% : es e result, the nine
guthorities came under heavy stteck from the chertered cowpany
hezdquartars in London &5 well es from the imperial authorities.

Though ceriain mezsures w6reé teken, it would be misleading to sey

that conditinna.imprnv@d, far in rezlity, ths conditions remained
unattractive with low wanes and no regard For family 1ife in the

mine compunde.z

But begauss of sheer =economic nécessity, more and more
Africens were Porced to take up uage employment. In 1926 the totel
numbez of pfricans in wage empluyment hed rieen to 172,060 and of

this total 96,000 wers from outside (Loney 1575 ;63) which indicastes

1. genn (1965 :150 f.n. 1 gives the fellowing dasth figures for
the period 1903-1904 during which perioed 282 prfricznis died on the
minee s

¥rsumonia 113
Scurvy : 42
fialarie 24
Melerela ana Scurvy 16
Peritonitis 2
Oysentry 2

dropey - -1
heriberl. 3
periphesrel neurctis 4
Senility 1
gther Ceses 80

2. Bad working and living conditions usrs not & pezuliarity of

the mine and urban centres in 2imbahwe slone, but seem to have been
2180 prevalent in South af'ricg and Northern Rhodosis (Zambis). Doxey
{(1971) points out that the cogditions in South APricen emine compounds
were bad end the yhite artisan clesses imported from sbrosd campaigned
to keep a disparily between black ang white wages.
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the unpreparednsss of the indigenous Africans to emter the labour
market. In 1946 the number had risen to 363,000 end 203,000 were

atill migrant workers.

when the African workers began to enter the labourlmarket,
tha yhite workers felt threstened and so they sought mcesures which

would bar Africans from competing with them,

b) Discrimination Agsinet African workaers.

Though the Government felit the greast need to cregte a
stable community of aAfrican workers, and an attempt wes made to
ptovide family accommoaation, and in some ceses it becam@ possible
for Africens to buy legse-hold on vsry long leases, there were, hdwevera
no age-old pensions ena the diffsrential wage structurs left much to
be desirad.v The colour bar received legal expression in the Industrial
Concilietion Act, 1934 s this Act set up = mechinsry for settling
disputes, and it provided that yhon agroements wers reached betwsen
amployers and employees they should bocome legsily binding on the
industry concerned. The Africans were specificelly excluded from
the definition of 'worker' under this Act which, in effect, barred
theﬁ from availsble skilled employment and from enjoying the seme

salaries a8 yhite workers.

This policy created artificial scaercity of ekilled
lebour which had to bs employed from outeide, rather then being
récruited_and treined from emong the Africens. Immigrant white
lgbour wes/is sttracted by excesdingly higher wages than can be sarned
in tho gountriss from which it is imported, The Europeen artisen

cons@quantly is brought into the country es & privileged worker and



quards his pasition ageinst africen workers. A Bill introduced

in 1955 to esteblish recognized african Trade Unions met with etiff
opposition from white Trade Unions, and it seemed for soms time e
though Europesn Trade Unions might rather sccept Africens into
their oun Trade URions than telerate African ergénizatinns. 8y

1958 this had fallad.

The los ﬁages”paid to‘tha Africens in the (pre 19508)
served to incresse the profits of the white employers, and hence to
create s suiplus for investment as well as for keeping in operation
many ferms end businesses, which might have gone benkrupt with higher
weges. Cheap lsbour wes, infact, cruciel to the sconomy of the count ry
a8 a whola. apart from the imposition of the hut tex and aubséquantly ~
the poll tax, which forced Africens into the cesh aconomy.'ahitas gained
aubstantiaily from the underdevelopment of African agriculture gchieved
by lend sliengtion. Besides, the Africens were stimulsted to join
the labaﬁr markat by the penetraéion of the African merkets by iEutopa.n
products®, for which they nseded cash. The Africans'alédbbégan'te
réspond to the monéy iconeﬁy, gnharaily.

The low weges peid to the gfricaﬁa gnfe‘oftan defendaed
on the grournds thet Africaﬁs were only temporary residents in touwns,
and their wages were® "packet monsy® to supplement their kin;;en's
subsistence rarming in rural agreas. Becsuse the africans were
restricted to unskilléd work; anhd bocause uhite artiséns prevented

African yorksrs from canétiﬂg with them, white wages wers bofetared.

The educationsl system of the country, too, served to

entrench white interests by training umskiiled Africen yorkers. The
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Government insisted that African school pupils ba'taughtvindustrial
work for gt least 4 houés a.day té proepare them to enter the lsbour

market. .

‘xt cany thsn, be gorrectly argued thaet in Zimbgbwe race
relations and concomitent problems hinge on the economic ¢ the'Land
Apportionment Act (1931), the Industrial Cogciliation Act, (1934)
the Lend Husbgndry Act (1951) end the Land Tenure act (1963) served
to iagalise and entrench e pattern of social and economic organissat ion
already thera. Lageliéatian»nf raciel discrimination and segregation
aought to prdtact and perénﬁtuate white econamic intersste. On this,
the pélici of 'seperote development' stonds. The policy of "separste
davalopmani' was buttressed By‘ cartaih ideological rationglisations

and stereotypes prevalent amohg the Eéropeans towerds the'nfricana.



CHAPTER FOUR

10EOLOGICAL BASES OF DISCRIMINATION AND ITS CHINSEQUENCES

To Qnderntanﬂ thé sociai reality in Zimbebwe, it is necessery
to take into acecount the role of ideolagy in the furmulation of the
pnlicy.thét has been called *separate development®, Tha policies
of recial discrimination are oxpressed by the Government o8 “seperate
dovelopment®; and, informelly, in the common sterestypes and attitudea1
of the Europeen community towards the Africans.i This ideology,

however, it must be emphasised zgain, is rooted in the economic

bese of soceity.

There is no doubt that some of the white settlers who hed
lived in South Africa for scmetime prior to migrating to Zimbebue
brought with tﬁem-éarta&n att it udes énd storeotypes sbout Africans.
The missionary ttavotlira. with their sensgtional stories, had aslso
painted s distorted picture of the Africen. But also equally importent
is thet the initial coataﬁt between the Africans znd the whites was
viclent, culminating in £he 1896-97 war in which the Africans suffered
defeat. The initigl reldctanes of the Africans to enter the labour

market evoked an sdverse fesling of African laziness from the uhites,

Though the chief source of quarrel wes competetion for
economic and political power idese began to be expressed in other

formes those of cultural differences. At a point in time, the white

1. 1 have decried the study of pttitudes ! My main point wes
that we gain little by the study of sttitudes; we can perhaps understand
better the velidity or invalidity of attitudes es manifestaetions of the
criges of a system. We cen understand these attiiudes by studying the
total situation., The scholars! task is to differentiste between

myth and reality.
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bégan to regerd himself es msterially and morslly superior to the blackman:

a8 @ consequence, he derided the culture, roligion and hebitse of

1ife of tha Arrican-and sought to superimpcse his own. AsS the

white Amaricens had oblitereted eny trece of ﬁhe~msgro slave's

history and sense of the pest, so too, did the white colonists

attempt to do the seme in Zimbabwe. 1£ie failed, howsver, beceuse

the African wes stiil deeply rooted in his setting, history and

idees, and could eesily fall back upon his psst 3 the level of socisal
development of the Africans, besides, was not =8 low as the mﬁites
slleged. Though coloniglism yazs followed by = pariod of temporary
“ghock® the‘gfrican could not be completely uprooted unlike ths Hegro
alavas(gho auffepgd a 'doubls shock' , of being trensported from

their homelands and being enslsved abrosd. Though the Africen
traditiongl order in Zimbabwe begen to break, it could not be oblitersted
for the centre heid anz‘tha Africen synthesised his own experience with

the Europegn'a experience.

. Becaws® the Africen did not totally yield to the alien
system, he vas regarded by the uhites s incorrigible end uncivilised.
when the Africen recovsred from his etege of temporery shock, he began
to rea: sert himself as an Africen : ond this beceme a chisf source
of moral consternation ezmong the whites. I am emphesising this
point beceuse it is in no way insignificent to the understanding of
race relations in zZimbebw®; because for quite sometims, whites
Justifiod their rule on the grounds of thelr glleged superiority.

Even Imperial authorities ususlly érguad in pétérnaliatic tone, thst

tte Africans woere being prepared to rule themselves, snd it would be tragic
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to give them independence before they uwere prepgrei] for it,

The Besis of Europeen Attitudes and ldeas

The rot too distant imperieliet origin of 'Rhodesia’ os

a modern political entity shapes most idess prevalant. gmong the
Europeané in the country : the picture of original settlers, the
pPieneer Column and the conflicts of 1893 end 1896 are still very
much alive amang both Africens end the Europsens (Leys 1859; 241).
The defeat of the Africans by the Europesns has opposits offects

for the two groups 3 for the Eurcpesns it is s source of both pride

and suspicion; while for the Africens it is one of fury and embitterment,
public sttitudes among the furopeans are influenced by the eriginel |
notion of the settlers, of dieplacing all existing Africen institutions
and culturs snd replacing them with 2 modarn state based on the
wast Curopsan model. Linked to this notion wes the idea that the
Africen wes to be kept in his “proper place", by force if necessaryt
the Africen wae only useful as a reservoir of chesp lebour for the
whitemen. Besides, the eriginal vision of en Eldorado has never
died down; Rhodesis was to be a great country in Afr&ca; a shining

wample of western Christien civilisetion, the etandards of which
had to be maintained ot ail costs, Tiil today, éhodeaian whites
ciing to these ideas with blind tenecity; for them, Rhodesia is their

country, snd thgy are there to atay.i

with the psssege of time, howsver, purely recist sttitudes

ttwerds the africsn have becaoms obsolete g no one any longer sustains

1« hite Rhodesiens, espociaslly the descendants of the pioneers, gre
prepared to shed their sweet and blood in aqually the same way as the
Zimbebwesns are doing. Though this group is a mincrity, it is cgertainly
a strong minority. The unreal world in which the whiteman lives is
beginning to be broksn by the forces of African liberation.
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' 4he argumont that Africens are biologicelly inferier to the
Eurcpeans. The.majﬁrity of Europeans heve bacom@ consciously asware
of what is at stake, thoqgh thay stiil shiald behind certain vague
ideological bellefs.1 it & certein point ié time, however, Europeen
attitudes tomérus Africéns wore shaped by whst was considerad, then,
to be the African's backwardness, meesured by the degreé to which they
cobld nat think, live end béhava 11&8 Enropeans.? The Europaaﬁ
baﬁtetn of life wss conﬁeniently equatad with giuilization, while
the pattarnvnf Africen life was considered to ha_unciviliaad. These
sterotypes, beibg éara.powa:ful than facts, helped to rainférca solidarity
among the whites, sgainst the éfricaﬁs whom tha} coilectively
considered berbaric. For instancé, ;n théA1gsus th? citizen
(24 February 1956) codld argue that 3
. Because the native Africen i not clean snough, physicelly,
to meke social intercouree with him pleasant or even
hygienicaily safe ; beceuse he doss not possese the
femiliar attributes of the civilized which enzble the
civilized to scquire these useful posers which enable

them to manipulsts & knife and s fork or use a handhkerchiefs'
becawse he does not cere enough sbout the scientific principles

e Todey, however, when the Zismbsbue wer of national libsration
is regesining, whites no longer spesk in recist or paternslistic
terms, they zre® wore blunt ; thoy want and muzt stay in ths country.
Though Ian Smith, the Premier of the Rhodesian Government repestedly
insists that the whites must safeguord the furopsan stendarde of
civilisstion, ha is peinfully awaere that wyhat he is reslity means is
thagt whites must preserve their sconomic, political and socisd
privileges.

2 Cofs P.A, Beren and P.M. Sweezy (1973).



of common hygiens which would snabie him o keep
himself frea of vermin; because he often has veneresl
disesse {quoted by Leys 1959:261~62). (1).

Some other traits =ttributed to the Africans ere leziness,
idleness, irresponsibility and inefficisncy. An obvious inténtion
of such sterootypes is to p';rovide a rationale for differentiel
wa3es pald to thas t&o groups, and £0 justify the usy of the africen
primarily a8 a source of cheap lashour, on which the p_rasperity of thse
ecanomy rests. These sterectypes are meant to gratify the locel
whites and to convince the euteids world of the reticnslity of the

_ Rhodesien system . Such asesrtions, far removed from reslity, da
noi tske into account thet the settler-colonisl system obstructs
Africen advancemsnt at every stege: or thet the Africens are not
given the necessary facilities to train and acquire skiils, and are
not provided sufficient and healthy social amanities es incentivss
to make them gond ind efficient workers. Qver a long peried, the

whites expscted the African to accept this stereotyps of his image.

A8 the African begen to consciously bregk that imege, the

whites were petrified, and for p time, they reogerded those Africens

4

who. voiced out as deviants, or spoilsd childrem. = The african che

3. Frenkly, one finds it difficult to take such kind of arguments
very seriously, for it is reflection of g sick mind znd borders on the
superstitious, The denger, houwsver, is thet such idees which emsncte
frem flimsy thinking, ere imstitutionaglised and hecoms government policy.
0ne notable point that must be made is thet similar stereotypes were
used by the upper clesses against the working clesss in Britaein, and
probebly elsewhers ; one gan, thus, only conclude that such ideas

ara of middle class origin.

FY Faternalietic attitudes wers, paradoxically, rife smeng the
lowar class whites, those whose positions were threstenwd by Africen
advancement , becsuse they had everything to lose from Africen
competition.
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hagd gone sbroad or who had fought in the Second world war, begen

to sée reality through the propes pe:epective.1 A great store of
enerqgy was laid on stressing thet the Africen must be taught to remain
in his proper plate and sccept his subservient role, The first

signs of incipient Africen political sgitstion produced embittered
feelings; and whon the Africen begen to demand equel terms, white

paternalism was deeply hurt. Take the following trom the 19508 3

The originel génd menners of the Black people are almost

non existent in the present genoration, end the steate

acting through the eppropriste authorities must underteke

a strong campaign to reesteblish reepect by insisting on

good bshaviour.

An Me¥, had the following to say

we have not the respect from the Africen that we had

38 years ago when | ceme to this country. It may be ineviteble:
w. . .v I do not know,. '

fFeeling of antipethy sharpened further in the 19308 when
the federal Government, with its policy of "partnership" brought
some Africane 25 M.Fe., into Parliament. In Perligment African
M.Pe., were repeastedly told thet complete integrstion wes impossible,
because the average African was primftive and uncultured, and that
standards could not be lowered for the seke of uplifting the Africen.

what .

Claarly.[waa et stake was defending the turcpegn's estshiished position
in the country sgainst the smerging African end ,"this discrediting
stereotyps which he (the white) is apt to have of tham (the Africans)
is the same a8 that uwhich previleged cleeses heve had of leaders of

the less privileged at other times end places® (Loys 1959 ; 268).

v

1. Ses, for instance, Ndebaningd Sithole (1957) for e telling
discussion on the impact of ths war on the Africans who went to fight.
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Thers ars alsb antipathetic feelings against Asians and
coloureds_.1 The only mitigeting factor in their csse 1s that both
Asians and coloureds are small minority groups, and whites de not

2

feel threastaned in speculating sbout the politicel future.
ons stsge, however, bitterness wss open expressed by the white public
when a vakistan Trede Commissiomsr, Squedron Leader Akrem, wented

to send his son to & EUxﬂpéan school in the 1950s. Bacause.of
diplomstic embarsssement, the federal Govermment had tg intervens,
and urge the school to averride”the objections of white parents

(Leys 1959-} 278)+ Similar instances of emberessment took place in
South Africa uhaﬁ flalawi sent- its Rmbaseadn:{ Kachingwe, to South

Africa, and his children had to be sent to uvhite schools.

The point is, the whites living in constent and permansnt

fear and suspicion, feel threatensd by even a slight messure of

1. ~ Coloursds in Rhodesia and Soufh Africa sre peopls of mixed
perg¢entage; usually between o Europsen man and sn African women and
-ghy member of a fairer race. '

2. © The confrontetion in Zimbebwe is principally betwesn the
Africans and the Europeans; Asians and Coloureds have largely

been left out of the conflict,. However, once in a wyhile

Africen nationalist parties hsve called upon the two minority groupe
to make their political chioice; for instance, the Zimbabwe News '
{Vol 8, No. 9, Sept. 1974) callad upon the Colaureds to decide

their pdliticel future. -In arban-greas, Indian shops heve.also begn;
tergets of attack when thers are riots. A small number of Asiams
and Coloursds have sided with the Africans, but the majority hwve
remained apethetic, and even preferring the status que, perhaps becsuse
of their business intsrests. This is unlike in South Africe where
both Indians and Coloureds have contributed to the etruggle.
Curiously enough, in the guecx t-tminology of Rhodesia, for
politicel purposes Colcureds =nd Asians are called *Europsuns®,



concessions given to the Africens. They reelise that any relaxstion
is bound to bresk the filimey pillars upon which this irrstional

syetem supporte itself,

when Africsn edvancement bacame 8 11v1nq reality, and the
african had recoverad from his parind of temporary aheck. o graater
need to formallse segregetion arose. After yorld wWer 11 there was
a pretence of sbandoning the policy of "seperate development® in
order to fit into the scheme of the propesed Federation of Rhodesia
ahd Nygsaland which cameé into being in 1953. The :aeial policy of
Southeprn Rho&esia wes causing much apprehension, and hed hindred
progress towards federation with Neorthern Rhodesia aﬁd Nyesalend where

the small Eurcpeen community practiced relatively little discriminastion.

tEven during the Federationg however, a strong opinion still

parsisted thet aconomic znd material progress should come before political

development 3 or, that there should be sconomic edvancement but not
hending over of power to the Africams. Pronouncement of officisl
policy wers stiil mede in Sterkingly peternalistic tones. Consider

Sir Godfrey Huggins' declerstion in 1950

We ere anxious to build up this country on the besis
of a partnership betwsen tihe various races, not to use
colour a6 g test of a mgh's ablility znd culture. ye
cen only develeop and hold this country =8 partners.

in the present stage of development, it is difficult
for some peopls to realise this, and beceuse of the
stage of development of tha backward psople it is not
@asy for outside observars to realise that we beliove
in auch a policy and are sttempting to cerry it out.
(quoted in Leys 1959 & 272)s

Undoubtedly, this wes meant for externsl consumption, a8 a ples

that the settlers meent good in the country. Huggins is notoriously
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quoted to have advanced the viaw that "pgrtnership® in his undep-
standing meant that ths Africans must baéin s8 junior partners end
sweat their wsy to the taops et certain times, *ﬁartaerahipﬁ begen

to be interpreted as the rslationship between the rider (the white)

and the horse (the Africen). In the long run, pertnership sssumed
different connutatiogs ahd conveyed different impressions to different
peoples, with an equaily vsgue meaning ; not implying "equality®” and not
implying *subordinstion® either. This indeed wes the intention ; |
cne meaning for ihs»outside world, and ancther for the people in the

country, or the actual practice.

£qually important in the whitemen's view of good 1ife
is the nﬁtion of standarde often used in conjunction with ®rcivilisetion®,
Successive Europesn Govermments havs argusd thgt African progress must
be evsluated in the light of these principles. Even today, meny of tﬁa
politicians of the Federation vintgge woke these prinbipiee in gsserting
the justificetion of white rule. The term "standard® has its origin
in the 19308 period when "stendard® was used to jusiify aconomic
segregation snd discrimination on the grounds thet africen low-living
standards should not be alloued to threaten those of the ﬁuropeans.
The word hes thus had continuous use, in Justifying economic and
political segregation; the aAfricane have not come of aga, an& can
only be treated fairly when they satisfy the Europeen standard of
measure. The standards that must be Pulfilled are ®gurcpesn
standerds® ®"stendard of civilisetion both in social 1ife and in
governmant®, *knouledgeable government of justice and integrity®

which are contrested with demogogy, corruption, financial incompetence
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and socizl etagnation which are alleged to be typified by countries

north of the zambezd river (Leys 1958 276&»1

‘ghen the ﬁhoﬂesién‘frdnt Party came inté ﬁower'ét.the enc
of 1962, it revived ond implemented the idea of aepgraﬁa development
along the lines bf South African Aperthedd, bompietely'berting
Africens from most social smenitiss like hotels, swimming poole,
schools end others which Europeens petronised except under speciel
provision, Politicelly, the R.Fa‘sbught to revive the institution of
the traditional chief, and drafted soma of them into parliament
under the 1963 eonstitution; early in 1976 some of them were mede
cabinet ministers. 1ironically, ell the Pour *sengtor chief! Cabinet -

ministers held the seme portifolic of minister of Yribal'Oevolopment® 1

Arguments sgeinst suciel intercourse betwsen the reces
are based on the ground that reces hevs different customs‘énq habits;
and it ic often argued thst both the Africane and the Europeans
do not favoﬁr mixing, and that if‘ th‘ey.did, this would be determental
to the development of the cultures and lives of the rébaaa'IESQPatati
devalopment® g8 anvissgéd by the Rhodesian Front Paxty'advocatés
that diffarént races should be allowed to devalop along tﬁeirAnmﬁ |
1inesj and that integration gould not be conductive to this idee. ’
The ideg of *separate development® has been spread by the govarnment
with a lot of funfare and pomp, though its success has baen o ‘

Vo
limited primsrily becsuee the Africans are determined to sharg the

wealth and am8nities im the country equaily. '& Q

A}

1. Smith, the Premier of Rhodesia; has taken peins to point out
coups, political unrest and poverty in othar African countries as evidence
that hendling over power to the Africans in 2imbsbye lesds 'to gnatchy

and stagnstion. Only recently, on Sept. 16, 1976, Frost, the Cheirman

of the Rhodesian Front Party is queted by BBC (Ths world Today) to ha§o
maintained thet the whites ere determined to preserve uhita ‘christian - -

contd.: on\;ne:t pag‘é:‘
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Discrimination and segregstion, howeswer, are successful
in sociel reletions betuwsen the rgces, eince the reces are physically
sagregetes in rasidenﬁial. sducationsl, heaith, religious and other
seqia; amenities. Social contacts are minimal, primarily confined to
controiled situations 1ike work and other business situations.
AR Africen coﬁes into contact with Europeans either a3 a domestic
servant, in which the relationship is of the mester-servant type,
or g8 an employee, in an office, féctary of farm in which the
maNgger or ;bass' is a aﬁtopean. Very 1ittle informsl contact
is ever peossible. Ths africans and Europeans, are borf, grow up, live and
dde in-segragated areaa.1 Even in netional services like.the army
ahd the poiic: force, thers are sepzrate residential heealth and social
amenities. AN African police sub-inspactor, though senlor in rank
to e white consteble, gets a lowsr .salaty and has less powers thaft a
whits cometsble. Clearly, segregation smd discriminastion pérvada
the entire sopgial structure, top to bottom and cut across ail sociel
relations. yhere éhancas to mest on equal terms arise, what is ceiled

*racisl violencem flares up.2

The Consaquences of white Rule on the Africens

a) The Rurel scens

In 2imbabuwe, like in the rest of Africa, es a result of the

gontd. from lest psge.

civilisation and not !'anarchy' as eutside Rhodesia. This glermist
propagande is meant to convince the western world thgt Rhodesia is

- fighting a war «geinst *Communist influence" in Africs

1. See, Fanon (1972) for a discussion on discrimination in
colonisl societies,

2. n"pacial violsnce® is a common phenomenon of racially,
segregated societies like the united States, South africa and
2imbabuwe. In Zimbsbwe, one of the rare chances when furopaans and
Africens meet is sport competitions, especially football, uhenaver

contd...next pege
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biased policy of the colonial rulers the 'ait.uauon during the colonial
period is marked by "acute and worsening poverty" (Devidson 1971 :83)
which characterised calonial tule el#aﬁhere. in previous chapters

we discussed the Land Apporﬁionment act, the Land Husbandry Act and

the Industrial asnd Conciliation Act from the hiétorico-acanomic view
‘péini without ectuelly looking at the human problems resulting from 4

such legislstions.

Overall, the pliaght of the Afgican has progressively
deteriorated, particularly because he has now been irrevocably
drawn into the internstional copitelist economic syetem. In the
rural srees, (or‘instance, there are no longer any self-sufficient
‘villeges existing independently of the entire socisty. Ney needs,
aspirations and problems hgve come ebout, which must he looked at,
fulfilled and solved in terms of the modern world., Education, heslth
services, tax obligations to the stete and clothes must all the
paid for in cesh, end this demends the aveilebility of monsy. Two
alternstives to meet these demands present thaemselves before the
indfvidual : efther to work ths lend which must be able to produce
anough for subsistence and surplus for cesh to mest ths other obligestions,
or to sell one's lebour in the labour merkets. But/Zimbebwe these

tue alternativas are clasely interlinked, gnhd thsy are not glternatives,

contd. from lsst page.

Africen snd Europeen teams ere cont@sting, the chances of ricting

are extremely high, end bitter frenzy finds expreesion in vioclence

" At the multie-recisl uUniversity of Rhodesia, the relstions betwesn
students of different races cannot be sasid to be cordial, eapecially
because the majority of white students mey support the goverrment, while
the Africans are unreservedly opposed to govermment. In such s
situstion, room for political discussion is gbsant,
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in the final analysiss one seokes employment in the urban or
mining centres in order to supplement one's means of livelihood.
The majority of Africens cannot be regerded as gainfully employed;
only the incipient elits of professionals earfs enough to be

entirely independent of the rural srese .1

As white intar.sts becems more entrenched the process of
urderdevel opment was éat imto motiob, leading to the breskdoun of
the subsistence sconony. aa‘sona'as mining Peiled snd lost ite
initial attfaction. white sattxérs gredually turned their attention
to agriculture. Consequently, Africen land was eppropristed
and the Africen wes movad te infertile land with poor rainfall and
far away from.the rail and road communication syetems. AS Bavi&son

(1970 : 84) comments sbout Africe o8 & whole i

“Devaluation of the rural economy, coupled with the
migrant labour system, and the enclosure of land by
"Europeans had regched g polint of continental crisis from -
which no colonial policy-maker could see g clear 85 cepa” ..
Life simply begen to deteriorate in the villeges, but the African
gould no longer see his life in any other terns except within the

universe of the imposed colonial order.

1. Even the elites still have kinship obiigations to people
most of whom live below subsistence lavel in the rural grosss these
obligations are not the result of traditionalism, but economic
imperatives, because ocne must educatad one'8 brothers and sisters,

The educsted working man reslises beyond doubt thet he managed to

be educated because of the sacrifice thst cthors hed to make to

saee him through school, in turn, ha does the same. A® a result, though
g@arning a handsome salaly, in economic terms this mongy is shared

by many people. ' '
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Rural poverty and starvetion wers, besides, augmented by
the type of economic prioritiee enforced by the white ruling class.
Since the ruling class saw economic development in iorme of
internetional trede, their emphesis wes on these asgricultural
products for export, and not for locsl consumption. HKNumerous Africen
exemples come to mind, but the ones thet gtand out clearly ere cocoa
- in Ghang and tobacce in zZimbsbwe. Tobacco and cotton did nact, in
fact, bring immediate benefit - if at all - to the pfricen, except
to those gho wers empluye& a8 poorly-paid wege labuur.1 Because
of the contredictory policy, of land epportionment (end the
semequances‘invblved) on the ane hand, and the gim of trying to
creat® an African middle class.on the othar, the Government failed
to rationalise African agriculture : the land epportiomment achieysed
its intended effect, of forcing Africans to join the labour merkst,
but an Africen middle cless could nok be created because of oppesition
from the white farmers (Loney 19‘75). Inetead of creating the
necessery incentive to make farming an attrective and profitable
activity, or commercislising it, the government sst differantiel price
scales for Africen and European fgrm pro:?uco and gave the Africans poor
land, thus foreclosing ths pessibility of profitable and visble
Africen agriculture., At ony rete, a good policy would have required
that the Government advence intial cspital to work and develop the

land, buy high-yield seeds, fertilisers and farm implements to ensure

1. It is not being srgued that export products were not aconomicelly
beneficial, for they were; the point is, en export-oriented esconomy

in the long run stagnates since it fails to creazte an internal

market which is one of the prerequistes for a self-generating economy

and for development. A sound economic pelicy should alse give priocrity

to food production,:
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high productiéity. in the absence of this willingness on thB 

pert of tha goverhment,'tha so-called African Purchaéa Aregs deteriorated
into subsistence fsrming. Agriculture in the African Purchase Aregss
could not expand, since it wes noneconomic end the Africen fsrmer

could not have shy surplus to save for development of his land.

Rural poua':ty', coupled with the demands of the new economic
order, lsd to an axndus fram the villages to the towns end mines of
many able-bedied mens the villagee were thus left to tha cere of the
very young and the old. Though this was 1nitially the mtention of
the uhite fulers, the Governmant failed te cope with this migretion when
the Mricane began ta overfloy into the ;tuwna. A8 hze alreedy been
soen, it wes not only the worer from zimbabwe uho flood employmsnt
centres in seerch of jobe, there were sleo workers from the northern
tatritories a8 well es fram nozauabiqua.1 The mo(mmént of workers
Prom one territary to gnother wae almost cont.tnental in ngture,

Comments Davidson abnut. the mig:mt lsbcur systm :
- Borders snd frontiers, closed or opan; madé no difference

‘to thls cecseless movemant of men in search of wages

the sheaer need to earn money (initieily to pay taxes,

afterwards to ensure survivel of their families) drove

them across every obstacle...This many eided movement,

repegted year by yesr, has hed profound social conseguences;

and none of them can be said to have been good. 0One hes

been to hasten the declins of rural eress where overpopulation

had not been a cause of poverty.
(Oavidsen 1971 31 87).

1. The system of migrent lebour had bed consequences : workers
from the northern territories were prepared--in meny casese-to receive
lower wages then theindegenous zimbgbueens, beceuse job opportunities
were even fewer in the north. Generaily, the majority of mina and
farm working force is non-indigenoua even today.
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A Senior Youth Extension Officer in the Department of Conservetion

and Extension in the Rhodesien Government is forced to admit that s

sssproduction in the tribal greass hss dropped te such @
louw level thet the msjority of sble-bodied men

have been forced to seek smpleyment in the towns and

in the adjescent Eurcpeen arsss in order to provide

the necessities of 1ife for their femilies, Management

of land, therefore, in many cesvs, devolves on the

aged, the infirm, the women snd the youth. Little wonder
that the Tribel Trust Lands in Rhodesia sre, today in
their present perlous stete (Daviel white-Spunner 1969:2).

It might be added thet the conditiens heve deteriorsted so much
that schopl leavere, boys snd girls, go to the towns immedistely
they complete échool. because® the rurasl srees simply offer no
prospects. AN economist in the Ministry of Agriculture, Ga&lax‘nment
of Rhodesis, found it expedient to edmit thet ons of the cauees

of the problems, inter alie, wes

#The Africen hes no access to commercial credit

because he cennot offer the recognized forme of
security, he is tco remote and his individual needs

are too emall. TRus, without the ability te purchese
the raw materials necessery for good ferming there
axists & vicious circle of low yislds, low income,

no savings, insbility to purchsse the necessary '
requisites and hence low yields agein. (Hunt 3 196913).

Besides the poor economic ai’cuationf in ths‘ rural greas, heslth,
gducational and other facilitiep are lacking. CQﬁsaquently, diseeae
is still rife in the rurel srees; end there sre many dropouts et
the primary school level, end since the school leavers cannot be
geinfuily employsed, and éincérthay are not sntitled to land of

their own, the youth migretes te the touns,



‘The_urben Scene

The urban social order, imposed upon the Africen society,
became ancther scene in which the Africen enaected his life. men went
there in search of employment and new eoppertunitiss, but the town end
city were cold and grim. The differential wage structure discrimi.
ngtion in job opportunities, the unwillingnese of the settlsr regime
ga train a ekilled pfrican persnnnal,vsengQetaa residential and
recr8ationsl amenities anda the overell inﬁumaﬁ conditions under
which the Africans hat to live, aliencted the africen. The money
a man came® in se@arch «f was simply not fortheoming. A townsmen
could net save enough to help his kinsmen in the viilages. He
could not 1ife with his femily iﬁ the towns or educste his children
thers, Such a men could work in town for months or years, but still
reteined living links with the villege, st best he wes “subsidizing
rdral_poverty' or "merdly survihlng es individusls® {Davidson 1971:88) .
In many csses the rurei aress subs&éizsﬁ 8 man working in the tomn.1
1n many cases the rursi erees subsidized a men gorking in the touwn.
The harshnese of the situation rarely produced men who became components

of the new industrial systam,z these men sinmply became men of twe

1. In fact, many people go to get grain and other kinds of
foodstuff from their wives or parents in the viilages over the
wegkends, either because their salgries cennot sustein them, or because
they cen not sustain them if they have to send cesh to thair kinsmen,

2. In time, of course, ths AfPrican has come to terms with

his existence in the towns. The Land HWbagndry Act 1951 dispossessad
those Africens living wway from the viilsges of their land, in a

bid to crests e permonent urban Africen population. The problem, howsver,
could not be solved beceus® African urban wages remained low,
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worldsw-1literaily speaking. They worked in the cities =5 long

88 they must, with no commitment to the social order.

fApart from low wages and discrimination, the conditions
.of living ere poor in the Africen section of the tewn, which mske
living in the toun not an alternstive but a compulsion. Poor
health facilities and congestien leads to disease like T.B., V.0.,
being common. RMost of these diseases are oftsn unattended until |
it yes too late: asnu when they yare finally attended the men heg
alreedy become unfit te work in the mines and towns; 80, he had
to go beck to his village whers he ciis:;is after gpreaeding the
:;iisease." Besides paor weges, there is zcute shortage of accommodation.
Since the suthorities originaily planned in torms of single mens
the ~*accémmoda{:ion pravided, thus, in mehy ceses forbide men from
living with their wivee and children, and where they do, they
live under conditione of extreme congestion. »euple are, then
forced to live an imposed becheler life in barrack conditions. The
salsries were calculsted on the besis of a single man; with no
cbligastion to kin. ¢learly, such conditiens do not present g
visble alternative t¢ an Africen man (end woman) snd he con not
fiﬁq roots end permanancy with his family in the town. Chances

of prosperity, progress and full expression in the urban order are

1. This, inspite of the regime's pompous claim of having
the best madical facilitise in Africe, north of the Limpopol
The Rhodesian regime applies double-standerde; one for the
whitas, another ane f»r the Africane.
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slim indned.?,

Apart from sheer economic imperatives, government laws

" prevent certain categozies of psople from living in the cities 5 for
imatence, bacsuse ail residents in the cities must be ragistered,

an unragistered African child (normailly residant in villages) is not
entitled to live with his paremts and is not entitlsed to adueational
and haalth facilities ln the municipol ar®es. Except with speclal
permission, a mothar or father from the villagas may not visit their

son or dsughter residing in the clty.z

‘¥rostitution; juvenile delinquency, drunkenness and e
breaskdown of the morel order are the result of such difficult soclal
arwl scongmic conditiong in the towns. The africen thus lives gn
alienated 1ife, in which he hes no cholsa, and no power to effect
changes except in terms of protesting, against the difficult
conditions. But the Afiicans cannot be seid to heve accepted

their situstion,

1. The numbar of permanent Africen residente in the urban aress
hes incressed manyfold cyer the years, bacause of prevailing

rural poverty and lack of alternatives. Yet practicelly all of the
Africane in thae cities &d mining centres and underpaid workers,
existing on the periphery of the poverty 1in®s in any cese,
differsntial wage-sceles cannol be defended on any ground.  See
Bettison (1959) for an suthoritstive discussion on the poverty-datum
line in Centrsl Africen urban arsas, during the colonial pericd,

2. See 'Zimbahwe Neus' (vol.5 No.9, Sept, 19703:16-18) for a
telling account from the African point of view, of ths plight of the
Africen in the city, especiaily the human problems invelved, Because
of the 'pess laus' which requires every male ghove 16 years of age to
cerry a Registrstion certificste, the regime is gble to contrel the
movament of Africans from one region to znother. A person may not

. visit another area without the prior express permission of his
employer or of the District Commissiensr in the cese of villagers.
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The two factors, of European attitudes teua:de the '
Africens ss destined to sepve the ghitemsn and of the harsh conditions
undaer which the Africens have had to»iiva. have produced s potent
political conflict, based upen racisl group soliderity. To the
extent that the africens ere and look st themselves es an oppressed
group, end the whites consider themselves and are -considered by tie
Africans e o privileged and oppressiong group, the two grouﬁg oppos e
eech other in terms of racial feslings. Group solidarity is thus formed,
and achieved, on the baces of race and interests. ISInca, however,
the overriding factor is, according to my srgument, economic, ths
sconomic interests of the different groups must be exemined.
Ideologicél justificetion of white rulse is based on material facts,
and the plight of africens is the result of matserial deprivation;
hence the material factor more than snything cuts scross these
relationships, Thié mili bacome evident from the verious classes

and thelr interests.



CHAPTER FIVE

THE FRAME OF CLASS CONFRONTATION

Prior to European occupation and settlement, the social
system in Zimbzbwe wes relatively undifferentiated. The colonial
order imposed its cun soclal structure, its system of stratification,
and imstitutions upon the celonised people. The impsct of the
alien social order on the indigenous system has been of profound
conséquences. Though we have reviewod the historical-economic sspects
of the colonial situation in 2imbabuwe, certain questions remain
unanswergd.. The "pluralist thesis® postulaztes that a plurel
society is crested out of the contact of different races and cultures
which produce "social and cultursl pluralism® (Smith 1963)., My
cantantian has been that the "pluralists® state the obvious, and
little that is of relevence is gained from their perspective.
®*Pluraliste” skirt the real issues involved in what i1s ceiled ®"culture
contact®, or in the colonial encounter, becsuse their freme of reference
are ®race" and “culturer, They do not raise the right questione, and
therefore, do not offer valid énalysi#.- It hgs consistently been
maintained that colonialism should be the frame of referencs,
and not rece or ethnicity which, edmittedly, are important factors,

but by no meens the most importent.

Since race rselstions are not e unique feature of coloniasl
or settler societias, other cstegories must be introduced into
the argument. The question is ¢ whether what we are telking dbout
iz “Race" an& ®gthnicity®, or Colonialism and Class? Perspoctives

to this problem are as varied as thers zre ideclogical persuasions,
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Apart from the ®pluralist perspective®, some other approaches use the
fremeyork of ®"social strstification*, or the perspective of cless,
develcpment and underdevelopment. The latter perspective will imply
adopting the *colonial-cepitaliste model perspactive, oxamining

the relgtionship of the recial groups within the coloniel social

system,

Rece Relations in Comparstive we;ggectiva

In relstion to Africen populations there sre three caﬁmon
types of ®"nulti-racisl™ or "plural societies®, sll of which ows much
for their formstion to certein historicsl conditione, The first fs the
one in which "Negro" sleves wers imported from Africa and introduced
te work on plantation and mines 8.4y in the yest :ndies, the .
tnited Stetes and Brazil. Though the origin of these sociqties is the
sama, the type of race relgtions thers have chenged nouw because of
different objective historical conditions. In the yest Indies,
for exemple, cifferent ethnic groups are now living together
hsrmoniously; enjoying slmost the seme status in uhfch diacrimiqation -
-sconomic end politicel - is almost absent, ©N the cther hand, in
the United States though the former slaves are now legaily free
the Black Americans are still at ths bottom of society and are
discriminated agaiﬂstxin sconomic. gnd politicel lifo. Being a
pouerless minority, however, the B;ack pmericens have not been cble
up to now to bring gbout anhy chaﬂgo in their favour. Frusttaigon in
economic and political 1ife leeds to whet is called "racial conflict®

The underlying causes of this conflict ere the moteriel conditions
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which result in the struggle for the control of economic and
political resources. These conflicts gre marely the reflection of
the maeterial conditions. uhethar it is the separetist stavistic
Black Fuslim Movement which demands a "Black Netion® within yhite
rmerice or the Black vower Movemsnt looking at issues in e broeder
and more enlightened way, the centrel issue is principally s

struggle for powery a reflection of the crises in american Socisty.

The second type of "plural sccietQﬂ is the one in which former
colonial subjacté cema.to the former mstropolitan/colonial country during
" and after the colenial era in pursuit of better acanoﬁic chances,
uﬁich are ozvthay believe cre not availéble in the former colony.

Their eim is acquisiﬁion of uéalth; uith the possible inténtinn of
going back "home" to settie after making enough monsy, Thess
minntity immigteﬁt groups meot with resistence from the 'native'
population whb fesl deprived of their jobs by the cutsiders,
Pattorson (15&5) in @ study of yest Indian imﬁigraﬁ;a in London,
found'that mo#t of them geme to earn money and pxpacted‘ta go pack to
the yest indies, Tﬁe relgtionship betwsen the immigrants and_thair
hostse is éffactsd by £he coloniei histori in which the black

people were a subservient group and had béan painteq a£ home and

abroed in unfavoursble light.

The third type of "plural seclety® is the white settler
societies like South Africe ond 2imbebue where a minority racial
group conquered gnd settled amidst an overuhelming majority of

natives. The motivas behind settlement were economic and these



83

interests were reinforced in the politicel and social life. The
struggle betwsen the 'natives'! ang ths settlors is primarily aconomic,

though it sometimes gssumes recial dimensions .

The t;.pntrai méua et the heart of the cénf‘zivct-a or stréggles
betwesn racial groups is the economic f‘actor. In any cass. struggle
for powsr has to do uith the control and distribut ion aF resources.
Those who adyocite 'racistv ideas gnd effectively practice t'aclalism
are f.hosa who wield pol.itical and military power, the roverse heas
neyer been true. Study of ths coleniszl situstion must thus be velidity
bzsed wpon gz tharough aﬂaiysis of thb pmé: réletions of the different
groups in 2 given society. Ideclogy, attitwdes gnd facts gre not "
indapend'ent‘.variables,' they are rooted in tha acor;nmic' and hiatcbical
cohditions of a §1ven societyﬁ These socistel conditions must fom/

the framework on which enalysis is based.

Social Stretification

A pnssibla way of examining celonial ralatxons is from the
perspecﬂve of st_sratihcation. The most natabla structural f‘aaturn
in Zimhebwe is raciel stratificstion. Thare are two main distinct

gtrata which generally coincide with the two main recial groupe ;

1e My impression ic not thet 'ethnic problems!' do not exist in
countries like flalaysia, 5ri Lanks, Kenya and etc., the argument

is that the colonial history of these seccisties, the sconomic positions
that groups hola during or after the colonial period, csuse these
tethnic problems'. The chgracteristic unsven development under
colonialisem for imstance, led to the daevelopment of certain regions

and sections of the society of the native population at the expense

of others, and these privileged sections took over pousr sfter ths demise
of colonialism. v
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there a:e.alea intermadiary strete, embracing recial groubs - the
Indian and éolaurada. uithiﬁ each racisl group there may_alaﬂ_be
s@vergl strata, conforming to class, status éﬂd other social cotegories.
In g study of black'and white ru:al.elites in Zimbgbuwa, wsihrich

(1973) cstegorises different clesses end their prestige ranks both

among ihe_africana_gnd among fhe Europsans, by examining'ﬁﬁa prof@ssional

-classces,

gn the macro-level it would be intareéting to compare 'race-
‘stratification' with the csste system'. Supsrficielly, thers ere some
similarities between tha two systems on seversl levels : for 1hstance.
the 'pure! and'impuré' app:aximatasstha 'mhit95 and the 'black‘ groups.
Social rélationa betwsen the two recial groups are bagsed on socisl
evoidance ; the Africans are considaraa t#a"lauar caste' destined
to serve the Eu:opeaﬁa* Bosides, there gre mehy social toboos, like
sanctions agairst interraciel martiages. interrecial dinings end
segregated residential eregs. As in the ceaste systag. the birth
eriterion ig importent; the Africen cannot hope to achisve the
status sttaeched to being white, and socisl mobility and life
chances are determined by racial afffiiction .1, Even if they scquired
the necessery skiile Africens cannct hops or expect to be recruited
into certein jobs exclus;ﬁely regerved for the whites, Mobility thus,
depends primgrily upan birth and sscription : or sccording to Fanon
(197?) ong is rich beceus® one is white, and ons is white because

ona 46 rich J0b reservetion for yhites ensurss whitse prndqminanca. and

1o , Superficielly, rortuguese imperial policy in its Africen terri-
toriee differed markedly from the British policy. A'native' could be
'essimilated' if he beceme 'civilized! and broke links with his original
‘background. AN 'gssimilisted! person could have the same chances

and could be treeted on the same level as s HOrtuguese wyhite. In
practice very few Africans ever achieved the stgtus of 'gssimilado'.

( c+f+. Chgpter OM) .
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limite the economic and social advancement of Africans.

In reality, hogever, comparison of taciallstratification Qith
the caste system, ends here since sociel differentistion based on race
is imposed and is reinforced through superstructural mechinery like
the legel apperatus of the state as 'separate developmentl lInspite
of this, it is largely resisted py the African populstion. Though the
oppreseing group tries to evolve en ideology which legitimises raciel
discrimination, the Afriéan group opposes this.1 Racial discriminetion
is, besides, a transitory one which cen be changed by the mere
overthrow, of the white ruling classs from pouer, and ingitituting en
Africen government. The case system, on the other hend, is more
complex end desply entrenchad, and can not easily be changed, having

been developed through the ages,.

what is remerkable sbout the type of social stratification
in colonial/settler societies is thzt as a result of new saciel
» institutiuns, new valus systems, statuses and power relatjons develop.
These are visible in the accupatioéal roles and gtatus attached to
them. In the traditional soclety where power and status were based
on age, weelth and sex in tha new socisl system powor rests on gsocial
influence; woalth, occupation end ecucation. BY wvirtue of theip
control over economic and political power, the mités are also sble

to attain higher skills required to fill up certain occupational roles

1« This is not to imply thet ceete dirfersntistion is sccepteble to
the subordinaste ceetes, but thst ceste is much more elgborste, ard
caennot easily be equated to racicl stratification,
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ehd also to monopolize economic power. It is not fruitful to exanine
the ststus criteris within sach raciel group since this is cencelled
by the overriding importance of sconomic gnd political relations
between the whites gnd the n}ricana. Thdugh thare may be social ranks
within the diffsrent groups, on the macra-lavel'tha stiucturél |
differohcas that‘axist‘a:é those between the Africans as 2 dtoup and
the whites ae s group. It seems, therefore, that o pcs;ﬁhla way of

| looking et multireciel societiss is the socisl stratificetion freme-
work anslysing tﬁa belisf gnd value systems.atatua criteria, renk and
the poyer reiation’slx this apbroach has its wn advantages, but it
doaa not éive éué amphaa;s to the crueial ceﬁpoﬁénto of colonial
society. The social :trétificatiun approsch may be an exaﬁpie of

appaaraﬂce'and'not reality. |

The Cless Structure and Ralatiéﬁs

It would be mnre'ftu;tful to "focus on the interaction
betusen clees and race, betwesn the economic base end the institutienal
fremework® (Burawey 1974 : 523). The nsture of economioc-political
develapmeﬁhs from the time of white settlement and the change in the
ecpnﬁmic base after world yer I1 have had a direct bearing on the
typeﬁof race relgtions that have-davelopad in 72imbabwe. Substentive
datsi have shown in historical po:gpsctiva the different phases
through which race ralations have moved, The economic situstion hzs

had en overriding influence. Outstendingly, the following pheses in

1+ C.f. Chapters 2 and 3.



the cgevelopment of race relstions can be noted : the 1893,
1896-97 wars, the collapse of the expectation of gold finds, the
cregtion of reserves in the pre world an I period; responsible
government 1823, the Lend Apportionmant AGt gnd the Industriel

_ Conciliation act; the Federél period and ®liberalizetion® of race
relstions and, finally.thﬂ eeizure 6? peﬁar by‘tha fihodesian front

varty in 1962,

Conflict took place on a Number of levels throughout the
period 3 the first and most cbvious one is between the Africans
ahd the Europeane. The s?cénd‘canflict wes intre-recisl group conflict,1
especially within the white group. Mest important are the class conflicts
within tﬁe white group or here for powsr and control of resources.
The two clesses thet sought most £o benafit Prom racisl policies and
digcrimination yere the white artisens and fermers. The coalition
of these two clesses gnd their on going conflict with other classes
heve been for the consolidation of white power gnd gdvencement of
interests of thase tuo clesses. uwhite industrialists and fofeign
§ntarpriaes, on the other hand, favoured the creation of gn african
middle cless both in ths urban and rural sector of the acaﬁomy, hecause
this was to the edvantags of big cepitel. bredictebly, this came
inteo sherp conflict with the interests of the yhite lend owning
c;gas and the working clses, who had evar}thingAtn lose by the advence

of African classes.

1. See, for instance, Richsrd Hodder williams (1972) end Leys
(1959, 93.97) for a discussion of the Afrikasner community.
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This conflict of interests led to the pelarisation of

clesses. A look at the clesses will revesl this,

According to Arright (1973 : 3393 c;?a 1967) there were

five mapin classes in prewwar 2imbgbue. Thaae‘wera t

a) e white racisl bourgeoleie opereting in mining and agriculture,

national in charecter;

b) large-scale internationsl capitalieét contrelling transport
(i.845 ralluays) snd 'pomef { 4.9+, coal) and engaged in

primary ptodhctian and speculation in land;

€) a white working class whose antrance into the economy wes
after and not before capitalist develeopment of the

country

d) a white petty-bourgseisie involved in gll sections of tha

economy but patticulerly in tradej
o) the African peesentry and wege earners.

The interests of each of these clesses in the country wes
determined by its economic position, and this in turn offected
frace reletions® or the *attitudes® vef‘ a perficulat grﬁuﬁ téwards
another. The yhite landowning cless the - rural bourgeoisie - for
instance, wes interested inm scquiring laend for ptoductian and specilation .
It was also interested in reducing or curtailing competition (reai
or potential) with the African possantry. Meesures simed st curteiiing
the ¢hancés of the african pesssntry, were championed by this classe.
Towsrds this end, the land owning cless could support lend spportionment

and industrialigation; the lstter becsuse it could stimulaste demsnd for
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sgriculturel p:nduc; and 1imit the scope of competition with

the africans. But thare were certain contredictions in this, since
the prolstarignisastion of the peasantry could lsad to "ths emqrgencn
of a black esgrarian bourgescisis bound to cdmpeta in the matkets

of produce and of factors of praduction® (Arrighi 1973b: 340).

The yhite ertisens by virtue of the wey in uyhich they were
introduced into the ;canamy. cemo 1ntb sharp conflict with the
African workers. 0One of the factors that led to the importation
of lsbour from abrosd wes the leck of a stahia and skilled Africen
working clegss: a5 a result, white artisans had to be sttracted from
ebroed, and enjoyed higher wages than in South Africe and Britain.
Because they were an imported lsbour force, end because there yes
no "reserve ormy® of white workers, the ghite artisans had an
unusually strong bargaining power vise.aevis their employers. They
could effectively organize to obtein concessions from amplo}ars
and prn£ect their interests from aAfricen encroaghmant. In this
. pespact their 1n£eraste concided with those of the white farmers, who,

too, were worried egbout Africen advancemsnt.

The Africens, a8 2 racial group on the cther hand, head
conflict of interegts with the yhites as o rn&?l group s they had
conflict of interests with the white landowning clsse, as employers
who paid low wages, and a8 compestiters in the market for agricultural
produce, with the white workers snd the #petty bourgeoiesie® in trying
té achieve economic equality and remove conditfons on which different

standards of living were based,
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| Cencluéivcly. most.Europeaﬂ classes wers éharacteriéed
b} a :emarkably high degres of clsss consciousness, particularly
duvrj.ng thé depression period, vie-a-vis the Africen pessants snd
working force. The African peasantry, on fha other hand.luas
scattered, unorganised snd depended on kinship loyslities and the
traditionsl mode of #roﬂuctien. Because of its unsteble neture,
the african working clsss was not orgenised and strong snough to
oppese the white working class eor to bargein for bstter wagss gnd
fair ;rsatment ‘from the ewplbyer-é. Becauss the process of undere
dnéaloﬁmant of the African rural sconomy wse not yet complete,
the conditions wore not yst misersble enocugh to force Africens to

be more® vocal.

The divisien of ths economy into noncompeting recial
groups, howsver, léd to a permesnaent situstion of conflict between
the ra&ial grbupa, Notably, howsver, the conflict wes besed on
definite economic intarests s the white landouning clsss stood
versus the ﬁfricﬁn pegsantry; fha mhite veréus the black pstty
bourgeoisie in produce’ and labour marketsj the uwhits uersus:tha
black petty bcurgeuiaie in retail trada, and Finally ths white.
versus the black wage workers. This conflict of interests
led esech of the white classss to seek the introduction and implemen.
tetion of messures to protect their intsrests ageinst the Africen classes.
Because of their skillaed and skillful orgenisgtional experience
the white artisans were abls to achieve a coalition with the yhite
land owning class, which made the two classes I;olitica.tly poyerful.
A8 a result, they were able to pass through a numboer of legislstive

acts and policies which entrenchad thsir position, and were aimed

at improving their social and economic position and perpetusting the
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ecarcity of skills on yhich their politicel and bargaining pousr were
based. The wishses of the white workers and the fermers found

exprnssibn in *éarallal development® or "tyo byraﬁidﬂ'éoliciéa.

.Th§s type of policy had coptradictiensc it led to the decline
in Af:icgn pe#sant sgriculture, but falled to p;aduca gh alternative
to this. Though it‘may be true éhat many nfricans becane full-time
Wage=-earners, tha resl wages of the African workers are téportéd te
have declined progressively ba;uean 1991 and 1948. By gradual stages,
an African p;oletariat bagan ta.emargeg At the segme time, the ,
sconomy of the country gradually chenged from agriculture to

menuf acturing. This change demanded the crestion of g stable working

class and also the recruitment of a specialized lshour force.

_ consequently, thers was a2 change in class stiucture and
cless interesta, As a real Africen uarkin§ class.beéan to emerge
pel;tical gonscicuauass among the africen méssaa ehd peesants increesed.
After yorld war 11 meny éfricana téok a kean agnhd committed 1n£areat
in aducgtion end industrial training (Arrighi.1§?3bz 357 C.F; fenger
1968:235)s the gowermmant élsp began to 1nvast more in traiﬁing of
~ Africans es 3 measure® to’;;aaga a stable lshour forces. African worker
consciousness was revealed by the 1945 gencral workers' strike in
Bulewayo and Saliebury, which was joinsd by{domeat;c servants.
Increasingly, tha»Afr;cans began to sttack the institutional freme-
work. The intereste of foreign enterprises which aouéht a stable
labour fér?c, however, conflicted with the intereste ofrthe uhit;
landouning clasQJWhich raelied on unskilled lsbour. For their own - _
interests, tha foreign enterprises sought to crtaﬁe en.AFrican
middle cless; baceuse® of this, foreign cepitel adopted the policy

‘and ideology of the partnership of the races which found expression

Y
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during the;Faderation of Rhodesia end Nysselend. The policies of
Godfrey Hupgins, Todd and yhitshesd fully endorsed the creation

of a strong Africen middle class. Governments under the premiership
of the thres poured in monsy into African education, ss exemplified
by the rapid incréase in expanditure of African education between

1956 and 1959 (Arrighi 1973b: 368).

In egriculturs, the govermment wanted to increase competition
betwesn Africans‘and Europsans, so that expenditure in agriculture
increased repidly in the 1950s. Yo advance African agriculture, thQ
Govornmen; angoursged growing of purely cash crops like cotton and
Turkish tobecco. IRspite of these differential prices were paid
between African ghd European preducers: the argument, then, houwsver,
reports ene échol_ar. was that "lower prices ere nou paid in order
te saccumulate funds for the improvement of Africsn agriculture®
(Arrighi 1973 bz'361). A 19&3 $elect Committes recommended purchase
of European land for African use, and establishment of small unreserved
areas where farmere of both races could buy lends Edger ﬁhitahaad
pledged at s party Congress in Gctober 1962 that he yould repesl the

Land Apportionment Act if he won the electionss

The ”reférmist policias® of Huggins, Todd and Edgar
whitehead, huwever, came into shatp conflict with the interests of the
white workers and the white landowning class. This was beceuse there
@ere a number of inconsistencies inherent in the reforms : for instence,
the government ran into a lot of difficulties in trying to implement
the reforms because it still relisd on these clesses for politicel

end financial support. The wyorkers and farmers hampered implementstion
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of thess policies since they raen counter to their oun interests.

The gavernmant,-thetefote. could not carry out its plan of encouraging

growth of g sizable African middle cless and "bourgeoisie®,

Incressingly frustrated by the action of white workers and
fermers, th? Africen middle clsss found its interests merging with those
of the African werking class and pe;santry,in its opposition to the
whi;aa. Tha African middle cless thus wily-nily joinad handﬁ with other
oppressed African classes in eéposing ths,uhité settlers =& a whole,
 especially after 1957 when allvillusioné abgut ®partnership» -of
.races had faded. This dauélegment :trangthénad the nationglist movement,

and brought ths two racial greups intolshaxp confzictc1.v The
government was unders£andab1} al armed ﬁy this and stéppad implementing
roforms, enc began ;o 8UPPLOsE thé African nstionglist movemsnt,
instaad, ‘ | | |

en the o;ﬁe; hand, the yhite workers, the landowning class,
traders and businessmen were apprshensive oF.tha new wave

of African rnationplism, and distrusted guvernmen;s thch télked of
partnership. The coalition of uvhite clagsses in the late 195068 to oppose

T —————

1. The African middle cless, workers and pessents were united by
their incepacity vis~e-vis the Eeropean classes; their interests would,
however, divsrge on the type of furture envisaged for the country,

It would sses, objectively, that ths middle clese would be propzred to
accept a compromise "neocolonial® solution in alliance with internationpl
capitalism. The ademant sttitude teken by the white working class and
farmers, albeét, foreclosed the possibility of a 'neo-colonisl' solution
et thet staegs : this radicalised the 4African middle cless. The question
of crucial importance is, what sttituds the middle clsss would adaopt

in future, i? chances for s settlement presented themselves,
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pfricgn nationglism and the 'libersl' policies of Todd and Edger

whiteheed bacamé a potent factor, lesding to the slectoral victory

of extremist white opinion under the lsedership of the fRhodesigh Front

Party in December 1962. The Rhodesien front Perty Government meade

many reverszls of policy, snd edopted the policy of “parailel developmentge
or "seperetw developmante of the 1970 end 19408, To6 achieve this,

| tpa goverament remodifisd many acte of parliement, especially in lghd .

holding. Irstesd of the Land Apportiomment Act, the Government int roduced

the Len& Tenure Act. The coming into powsr of the extremist Rhodesiagn |

Front Party removed the possibility of any allience botwesn gny Africen

class with any white clase. The conflict became totelly racial, gnd

soliderity wers sought within raciasl groups,

A% a result of failing to ;chievs indopendence through
constitut fonsl methods, African nationglism shifted to the extre-l8gel
methods of struggling for indepsndence. when Africens espoused
the armed struggle as a mathod of achieving thaii andg, the interests
of intsrnaticnal cepitaiism were seriously disturbed, becauss the
future of foreign investments seemsd to be more uncertain. At
several stagéu attempte wers mede to avert a situstion were the
interests of foreigh cepitel would be jecpardised but such sttempts
were thuerted by the obetinancyvof tﬁe white working clees and Parmere.
But from 1974 onwards, when African military victory beceme more
imminent; concerted internatiofial:effort wa# mérshéuad towards
finding sbme furm‘of solution. .HBnQy.KLSQingefg the American Secretery
of State's so-called Shuttle diplomacy in &9ril and Septaémber 1976 sought
to find an honourable solution which would ensure the security of

white interests. It gseems hgzardous te presumptucusly go into the
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future, but ona can guess that g lasting solution is not essy to come by.
it seems that gven if a solution is founs, struggle ageinst subtle -
foreigh control will continue, trensforming the movement into s

genuinely class struggle,

Underdevelopmant snd Develepments(kresent and Future

From the zbovs, it is clear that racial cleavages spproximate
class divisians, since they ere rooted i& the econoq;’base. Thess
class relstions are important for the future psttern of economic davélop-
ment of the.country., Any future development policy must taks into
sccount the crucial chersctaristics of the colonial economy relstivaly
doveloped and industrelised economy benefitting the minoiity. on the
one hand, snd z subsistence underdeveloped Africen economy on the
other and the effacts of thi policy of “separate development®. The
whitg ruling class whith relied on a privileged, immigrant uwhite working
cless, which had a high degiee of bgrgaining power befors the gawarnmsn£
and which committedly sought to protect ite own interests against
Africans a8 a racial group. Equeily importantly, becasuse the |
government yielded to pressure from the lsndouhers, it adopted mosasures
which Jdispossessed the Africen pessantry thus making it an economically

weak class,

gn another levei, this policy helped to maintain a very high
European standard of living at tha expernse of the Africsns who become
poorer. The government, thus, adopted a double.pronged approach of
dispessessing the Africang of land, consaquently forcing them to join
the lsbour market in ssearch of sconomic opportunities and in erder to

earn a living. The policy kept African weges exceedingly low es & wey
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of barring them from becowing economically powerful.

what, then, is the implication of this, to the future
dovaloﬁmant of ths cbunt:y ? ARd ghat atratégy should a free and
indspendent 2imbsbue edopt to ensure that s vieble cconomy is
genergted, and levels of inequglity are reduced? The colonial system
séeka to patpatugta inequaiities, and to retaln aconqmie cuntrol_and
pouer in the hands of a smail eection of the populetion, ¥o ensure
this, the settlsr community iﬁ bent on retaining political controi.
Ths systam, howegeg, xeadg to_a po;arisation of cless Lntareats. the
interests of the minority egeinst those of the Africen mejority.
Africen response to this situation s inevitebly bound to be more redical-
iss# at each stage. Trans?nrmagion of the pelitipa; outlook of the
liberstion movement is likely to determine the type qf development

programmes and policies thet are adopted.

 uhat strategy fer development will be edopted in e free
and independent Zimbgbwe will, thus, depend primarily upen which
African sections‘af society essume political comtrol and pouer. Here we
cen only suggest what ie likely to be, from objective evidenca,
Depanding upon how power is echioved, it sesme plausible to arque
that there will etiil be many politicel preblems te surmount before
stebility is achisved afte; independence. If, for instance,; the
African‘middld claess is pradqmiégntly reprasentéd in a neuly created
Zimbabya_gauernment. quaign_investments might_haua_an eesier flow into
the country. In this situation, the econamic base will not change, and
capitalism will flourish but certainly at the expense of uplifting the

general masses and alleviating them from their 1ifs of underdevelopment
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If the situstion should be so, one can predict thet an intense

struggle between various Africen clesBes will emsue. This is neceseerily
80 because the way in which the independence struggle of Zimbzbwe hes

been waged hes been gualitatively (and otherwise) different from

africen independence struggles elsewhere - except in Mozembigue,

Angola, and Guines - Bissau. The existence of an armad force of freedom
fighters, peinfully aware of what is at g stake in an independence strugale,

introduces a new dimene;on into the independence movemant in Zimbgbuwe.

If, on the other hand, a revolutionary govermment with a
clear politicsl programme about the future of the country, assumes
pousp with the strong backing of the guerilles or wholly composed
by the guerrillass, then it would sesm that independence will immodietely
be followed by economic reforms g land reforms, nationalisation of key

enterprises,
agricultura;(benks and education. GSuch g redical progromms may, in the
long run, reduce Qhe levels of fnequslities., #~redictably, foreign
capitel will be hostile to such a government, end there may be a
quick withdrewsl of foreigh cepitsl. If the government fs committed
to its progremme, it yiil have to turn, more gnd more, to socialist end
thiyd world countries for assistence. A socialist economy will, on
the uhole, be beneficial to the entire pepulstion, though there may
be preasuré from Western ceuntriea’- Socialist messures will help
to ethieve an equiteble redistributien of ysalth end the minimisation

of class conflicts. Such a system will, in fect, sdvence towards elimi-

nation of clesses.

1. Seae Stonsmem (1976) for a discussion 6f thess possibilities
in future Zimbgbuwe.
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The altepnative open to 2imbsbuwe, thus, ic sociaslism,
A fres enterprise economy is bound t0 aggravate the already
oxisting inequalities, and intensify class éanflicﬁa. Experience
elseyhere in indevendent Africa has demcnetraiad that social ard
economic id;qualitiaa cafnot be reduced within the framework of an
economic snd political system dzsectlf linked to 1nternationall
cepitalist interssts. APart from the conflicts and tensions that
ar@ inherent in such a system, the ebonany iacko vighility and selfe
genaration since it is tiéd to the interests of external economiss. |
Under a neocolonial economy thaie is a tendency to rely on imports,
andlta tailor the sconomy towards exporting certain commodities. -
Ihncvatiusnass end self-taliance aind henca, creagtion of internal
markets ars miniﬁiséd. Logically, this problem must from part of

the progremme of aﬁy Liberet fon Movement .

Féilure to develop a clesr conception qf what sort of
progranme should be adopted mey leed tp the depesndancy b? a former
colany on the metropolitan country, Conaaq§ently,\th9 former colony
becomes 'ta world without doctors, without enginesrs, pnd without
administrators, confranting this world the Europsen ﬁatians, 8praul,
cstentatﬁogsly cpulent. This Eprop;an opulence is literslly scandalous,
for it has been founded on slavery, it hse been nourshed with the blood
of slaves and it cgomes directly from the subsoil of thst underdeveloped
world® {Fanon 1971:176)« According to Jchn Rex, colonial society, *confro-
nte the first snd second world from a position of sconomic woakengss®

(Rex 1973 s 162).

| 1. 5soﬁstunumam—&ﬁ?ﬂﬁ—+as~a—diseéas%en—oﬁ—thest~pnssthiiib&at\in
fubture Zimbghuse.



104

The process of tranafe: of power itself is crucial; colonial
povers usually grant indapendeneo to the alite of the coiony on
certain canditicns. Ptivata companiea and multinational corporstions
also haue thair oun conditiona t far example. loans of monsy are ustglly
givan on condition that the money is used to bUy manufacturad goods ahd
mechinery ftam the donor counﬁry. which ensures that factories in the
donor count;ry- keep running. accepting such conditions has 1t.a ‘own

inherant dsngsre 3

*.ese8ven the politician gyho genuinely gwante to
develop his country -e-will be tempted to teke short
cuts. He may achieve visible economic growth in the
form of cepital investment, but only by asgreeing to an
.overflow of revenus which is ruinous to his country's future,
and, politically speeking, he mzy find finsncial resources
for strengthening his party's hold of powsr, but at the
cost of true politicel independence®. (ROx 1973 : 174).
Deveolopment , theréfers, becomes part of the struggle
for independence from the former colonisl power. "independence®
embraces meny aspects of natianal activity, and development, self-
sufficiency and self-reliance are marely some of the facets of
independence. ObjJective conditions for a atruggle to gain palitical
and economic power exist in zimbebua. ahd can be seen 1n the wey

the africens have responded to colonial rule, .



CHAMTER SIX
THE AFRICAN RESPUNSE

What, then, was the vmode of african protest against his
position in Zimbsbwe? The Africens responded differently at different
timaes, and the process of thzt response cannot even ond with the
achiovemsnt of 'Africen majority rule' or tho defsat of the yhite
ruling class. It is likely to continue inte the future. Africen
response has thus been egeinst colonialisn and white settler rule,
and also a struggle to achieve complete independsnce in all aspects
of nation31 life. 1In this response both the internal and external
factors ceme inﬁe pla} ¢ internally, the situstion itself was ripe
for a struggle, anﬁ externelly, intarnatianal‘euents affected the
internegl aitua£iun zi@babwe especielly during the laster stages of the

liberation struggle.

There are three discerneble pheses in the history of the
Zimbsbwe indepsndence movement, and each hed its own consequencas,
depending upon the historicesl conditions at the particuler time.

These phgses very briefly ere 3

i) The period between 1890-1957, the peried of temporary.
shocks The horizon of the africans in Zimbebwe did not
extend beyond the country. Though there wes generel
discontent among the Africens during thie period, the
.African identified his problems within his immediate locale 3
the psssamts had grievences ageinst land gpportionment and

distockings while the incipient African elits wanted equal
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trestment with the whites. As yet there was no
co-ordination of action sgeinst (or resporse to )
these grigvances. B8y the end of tbe 19408, however,
léa&ers who‘spught to combine the different grisvences

into a netional grievance buogan to emerge.

The period between 1957 end 1965. Trus nationslist
movements smerged during this time, anc¢ their horizon hed
extended to the rest of the Africen cortinent. Meny
nationglist movemente flourished elseowhers in Africe,

end some African colaniss were becoming independent during
thie period and this had a significant impact on the
Zimbsbwe movement. Lesders from different coloﬁiﬂt
mesting in international conferences and'bégan to viewed
their prpblems in the ﬁaﬂsafiican context, culminating

in the formetion of the Orgenisation for African Unity on

My 25, 1963. The Zimbsbwe nstionslist movement adopted

the methods, tactics and stretegy used elsewhers in Africe.
Little ettempt wes made to ssses the internsl situstion

in historical perspective, and to appreise the stratagy
anbpte& in view of Britsin's imperiel policy towsrds the
colony of Southern Rhodesie. The hnylelding ngture of the
uhite ruling cless in 2imbebue, ot a time when the rest

of Mriea war. bech fres, radically changéd the

situation,

The period betwesn 1965 end 1975, Becsuse the rest of

Africa, with the exception of South Africes snd the colonicse
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under Portuguese sdministration, had become free, the
zimbabﬁe nationalists began to look beyond Af?ica. They
begsn to meke & thorough aiudy of their oun situstion, end
to appraise it in s wider fremework. Moat importént was

the socialiet world in terms of unflusnce snd material aid.1

I concentrate on pheses tuo ahd,thrée, indieaiing the
salient features of the process. Fitst,'gtuén ths diffa:ancn in the
nature of political desvelopments in Zimbabwe'with those to the north
of country, and given the Pairly developed colonisl-cepitslist base,
and iherafoxe the crucielity of Zimbebue in‘the interests of ths
wWestern countries in Sub-Sghera Africa, it is nét possible (everything
being constaent) to achieve en easy end peasceful éonstitutinnal
transfer of pouﬁt. Sicénd.'mhaiéver mist akes the n:stionalist movements
committed, resulted from the limited pergpective rreé which they
viswad their'eiéuatién. Ever siéce.‘hoﬁever, the nétionel liberation
movement has undefgona brefnund transformation in character and
quelity. It woulc be correct to conclude that this transformstion

will continue even after the defeat of the white ruling class.

Histaory of thes Africen Netiﬂﬁgélst Movemant

The beginnings of African netionalism in Zimbsbwe in the

1920s with tha smergence of the 1.C.U.s the B.VeA., end in 1930s

1. It is not Leing argued that external influence wes the single
influencing fector; the internsl gitustion stself ie most important.
Externsl influence is useless unless the internczl situstion is ripe.

Ob jective corditions must be such that external influence only heips

to enhence the process. In Zimbebwe, political consciousnsss gnd the
economic situstion were meture for a revolutionsry upsurge, Renger
(19688 240) holds thet the 2imbsbye movement shbult not be :egardod

88 externally influenced.
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with the African National Congress, have been discussed earlier
{Chapter Two)., The importence of the eerly phase, however, should

not be minimised.

One remsrkgble event in the history of the African
people in the African continent wes the independence in 1957 of Ghana
(formerly the Gold éaast) under the legdership of the Pan-Africasnist
" Dr. Kweme Nkrumeh. That single event changed the face of Africa.
Soon after, "black® African countries becaeme independent one
after gnother« The culmingtion of £hase events was the formation of

thg 0AU &0 May 1963,

Other evente which had g tremandous impact end upset the
old imperialist order throughout ths Worio were the smergence of
the Sovist union as. a power after wyorld War II, the independence
of India in 1947 end the cregtion of the people's Republic of Ching in
1949. All these svents, taken 't.agathsr, made nztionglist end
liberation movements e potent factor in internetionel relations;
more a& becausa no region could gny longéer be insulsted from the uorld..
Ideas spread fast from one ragion to ancther. The opprasted people
of the world ﬁw found réls.able an‘d formidable sllies in gsocialist and
newly indepencent states where thers had been none before.
Independence and freedém simply cessed to be dresms of the distent
future ¢ they became urgent items on the agenda of the colonised
| people throughout the whole world, and events rapidly transformed

these into reelijty.

In Zimbgbwe, the Africens having already produced o skelaeton

political organisation in the 1920s, 19308 end 1940s responded
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resdily to the demgnds of the now situation. A mesting of verious
‘Africen slements, notebly the City Youth Lesgus formed in 1955'end the
old ( now a.lmnst dieaipating) Aﬁican Nationagl Congrese, celled on

12 September 1957. led to the formatinn of & unitad African National
Congress on the same day. Ths aim of tha new RNC was to fight fox
Africen rights and 1"1‘1381@!&:::3.1 Tha one featum thet distinguishes

the ANC from previoua urganizations is that 1&; aim wes ﬂat-iﬂnglg‘ |
ia :élly and unite éu b‘aé.pla béhinq one progrgmme and one leadership.
3t fought f‘or'. Set‘h rural ‘and urban grievanaea. and attecked the

Land Appnrtionmam Act and tha l.and Husbeandry Act, perticulerly,

and enlisted the suppert of the rurel meswRes.

The Aﬂc wss Pormed ot 8 time when the Africen elite yes
becom3n§ dfu‘iuusvionéd Qy the pofucy °.F., partnership. 48 a result
a nﬁmbetl j.c.eiﬁed- the ranks of the ‘ng!‘;ziinnanst movemsnt, from the
' multi-récial caér.tQOrﬁ Socisty and Todd'e Central African Perty,
espéciaily érta;. Todd wae Qustgd frm pouwer hyf the whites for what

wss coneidared to be his lenient end liberal views on raclel iseues.®

1. The City Yout.h League wae formed by, among others Jemes
Chikerema, G@orge Nyandoro and Qunduzg Chisiza in Sauabury. It eimed
to chailenge the eld atyle of poutieal wark, and singled out principally
the land grisyence.

2¢  See.Shemuyerira (1965) for en euthoritstive inside story of
nationalist politics upto 1964, and Migabe (1975) for the formetion
of the ANC an September 12, 1957.

3. A greet deal, some of it exaggersted, has been said ghout
Todd's liberal views and his role as g mertyr of African csuse.
Regarded by the Rhaodesian whites as s 'Nigger-lover' Todd had paid
for this, over the years, by light restriction gentences. Undoubtedly
he,is s big liberesr in the context of Southern Africa.
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This development further alarmed those Africens who still éhought
that they could 'participete’ and change the situstion from within,
or those who believaed that partnsrship of races wes workeble.

In no time the ANC had becoms the nsw hope for the Africen, symbolising
African power and Afric;n solf-determinstion, Edgar Whitehead, the
man who succeeded Todd, u;a quick to reslise the impact that.

the new mass movement wes meking end sought to make sh

exanple by benning it. whan‘it was banned ;n Februery 1959 the
lsgdership, bath reéional and natinhai was arrested and detained
for a period of four yeers, with the exception of Jeshua Nkomo, who
wes in London at the time, Altogether 307 ﬁambers ware arrested

(Day 1967 s 16).

In place of the ANC, the National Democratic Party (NOP)
L 4
was formed in Jenusry 1960. A new confidence was developing among

the Africans. Renger (1968 : 240) points owt that 3.

By 1960, then, a mass movement of a new and formidable
kind was emerginge It retained the suppert of the
landlese youngmen, the treds unionists, the pesgsants, the
rurel traders, and added to it the support of the most
highly educgted, the sbhoolboys and the students®,

The KDP, then, was a coalition of the verious Africen grouﬁs,

with the sams prinéiples a8 its successor, the ANC s to fight for
African constitutional rights, land reformg, educational facilities
and equelity in social, political and economic life, The entire

Africen population waes enthused by the nsw form of expression,

Like sisewhsrs in Africa and Asia, the rallying pbiht
of the Africans wes their hatred for colonial rule end the humiliastion
thst it entgiled. This general unity, however, was glso & source

of weskness in the zimbebwe nstionglist movement 3 st that staegs
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the leadership failed to produce 2 clear, vighle, ccherent and
concrete idgology es s uniting factor especigily during times

of crises. Imstsed of semtering into scher anelysis ‘and thorough
discussion of the situgtion in politicel terme, lesders mede

issus-oriented explanations .1'

The NDP, too, concentrasted on
legai. constitutional methods of trying to achisve Africen objectives
by psaceful maans.z. Yot even in these circumstances nationglism

was becoming a force to recken with. .In spite of Government

harassment, the NO¥ ch%inuaa to grow.

Amidst mounting pressure from nationaliste within zimbabwe
and frem Northern Rhodesia and Nygsalend, the fate of the Central
Africen Federstion was in the balence, A constitutional confsrence
on the l’uﬁure. of Southern Rhodesia was held in Selisbury in early
1961 under the Chairmenship of the Secretary of Stste for Commonwealth

Relations, Duncan Sendys. The Conference wes sttended by Britain,

1. Most of the NDH end 2APU speakers ot public meetings relisd
on stirring up the emotions of the gudience : though this method
worked, there wes no strong idecloglical outlook produced; Few
speakers roalised the seriousness of the inevitability of the armed.
struggle. It is easy, however, to offer judgements in hindsight.

2. A note of caution, however, must be sounded ! A closer
analysis will revesl that this phges wzs eseential befers the armed
struggle could be espoused committedly. #oliticsl organizations should
be seen as processes which grow and develop as g

result of prevailing conditiong : en organizetion notes mistakes
committed and draws lessons from them end proceed from there. The
Zimbsbwe movemant could be no exception. During the time in question
ths nationalist movement in Zimbabwe wes in the meking, end

whatever mistekes were conmitted were becsuse of lack of expsrience.
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Rhodesian Government of Ficials the Dominion Perty ang an NDP delegation.
what wes egresd upon at tﬁa'ﬁﬁnfarSNce has sinceg bscome s source

of controvérsy t1 but o8 a resuit é 1961 Constitution uwhich gave
Africens fifteen geats represemtetion in s perlicment of sixty

fiﬁe wee imposed smidet Africen protest (Gibson 1972 : 157). The
gonstitution produced a crisis within the white population itself,
resulting in resurgence of white extremism. Giving Africaens
representation in parlisment wes viea;d with greve miugivings

by the Dominion party which stood for yhite supremacy for ell time

and which had opposed the terme ot the Conferance.

Because of increasing radicelism, the Govermment banned
the NDP in December 1961, accusing it of having "embarked on a
cempaign of vViolence" (Gibson 1972 : 157). The Zimbabue African
veoples Union (ZAPU) wes forméd in January 1962 es succesasor to
NDH, but this too, wes benned in September 1962 beceuse of increesad
Africen militancy. anapité of yhitshead's étringent weasures
aga&nst.africanvaationalism he lost the 1962 general eLactions,
to the thta supremacists who hed succaésfuxly.rallied,aupport

of the whites under the Rhadasién Frunt-ﬁarty. :

Tha most iexious cbnsequence of ihe banning o? 2APY was
weakening of the nationslist movement which hed no eleborate
underground parailel to continue uﬁ. an immodiaote problem

before the ngtionaliste wee whether to form another party o# not ¢

1. aAfter sllegedly agreeing to the Constitutionsl proposals,

the NDv Lesdership immediately rejected them a8 s result of pressure
from the rank-asnd-file of the party. At the 1962 slections the
nationgliste urged successfully psople to boycott the elections.

It is possible thet at the time of the conference the leadsership did not
reslise the full implication of the terms : the rank end file,

however, was not interested in constitutional niceties, but in.

"ma jority rule® now. But Joshua Nkomo, the President of the ND¥

ahd lster of ZAPU, maintafns thaet "ye rejected the 1961 Constitution
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Reportedly, Joshua Nkomo, the lesder, was in favour of 6ott1ng

up a gdvernmant—in~axile, hs thus urged his exagutive to leave the
country for the purpese. After whet appeers to heve heen somé disagrec-
mant on this proposition, the executive left the country in april

1963 (c.f+ Doy 1967:21: Sithele 197035 277; Shemuyeriys 1965).

after some time Joshus Nkomo returned to the country.
su€ the situstion in the ZAPU executive wes bad, end wsoms membere

began to be openly criticsl of Kkomo. -writes Gibson (1972 : 162)

In the executive, criticiem against Nkomo ceme principally
from Sithole (the national Chairmen), Leopold Takawira
moten Malianga, and Robert Mugebe. Ironically, the actuel
split took placa 4n Dar es Slaem after Nkomo's return teo
Salisbury, where he found that hie critics on the
executive had been in contect with locel leeders and were
broadcasting reports of his incapacity. HNkomo immediately
denounced his opponents and sent a czble to Dar es Slaem
to suspend the four rebellious executive membars. They

in turn, convened g meeting .of .seven executive members.
‘in~Tanganyika, t0 doeposs Nkomo.- The-three mesbers in
loysl -to Jkomo (J.Z. Moyo, C.#.Muchachi, and Joseph

Msika) declared the mesting unconstitutional and left
51thole wat elected vresident to replacc him,

The split G ZAPQ a3 cempleta seh poomt, 1963 the group led
by Ndabaingi aithola anneunced the formation of & New patty |
the 21mbabua African Natienal Uniun (ZANUD. As a raactian,
Nkomo formed the peoples’ Caretakar Council (ycc), technically
not a party, but en APricen “1nterest group®, though in reelity
it wes s porty and functioned mery much like one,

This aplitvinto ZANU.and #Ce iad to a hitter struggle
emong their supporters, with each group claiming to be the supreme

repregentative of Africen gspirations. Interperty clashes bsceme

' .260
in no undertein terms®(Jkemo 1970%) .
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& common eccurrence,; and for a tims all attention was diverted from
attacking the covernmant to phyaicauy annfhilasting each other and

clalming party hegemony amcng the u:asut.1

Taking édvantage of the division within the africen freedom
movement , vtkha Rhodesign Front Gov‘arm_aixt so6t up an velsbgrate
oppression - aPparstus .. including gn efficient informer system.

In 1964 the Lovernmant bgnned ZANU and PLC, all pontica.l activ:lty.
the Daily Neus', a pro-Africen causs daily, and imposed atrict
control on movemant of Africans Netionsl, regional, provincial

end district leaders o? ths two organisastions were arrested and
detained : the ZAPU members were initially deteined at Gonakudzingwa,
then some of them elsewvhere, and the (AU wembers et Wha Wha, thén
the Central Exscutive at Sikombels, then Salisbury Maximum Prison
and eventually gannamara. The banmning of the orgenizations, in fact,

meant the end of overt political activity upto todey.

The_Aprmed Struggle (1965-1976)

Without any effective pali#ical 1ire imside ths country
ZAVU gnd ZANU sought to use gnother strstegy : of the armed strugale.
Marty oxilss sbroad begen to organise clendestine operstions from -

Lusgke and Dar es Sleam. The imperetivensss of the armed struggle

1. The split into ZAkY and ZANU gnd subsaguent clashes that
took place in 1963+1964 period have been talked e grest desl showt
both by the Rhadesien Govermment and outside ubservers g the
Rhodesien Government gives theee clashes a8 the mejor reason for
banning the perties, and outsiders es reason why Zimbsbweans

have failed to get independence scon enough, The role of condmratore
end Government informeras in confusing the issue is oftan ovsrlooked,
Undoubtedly this wae en unfortunste phase, but given the ngture of
the struggle in Zimbgbwe it wes necessary. It is glso not correct
to suggest that these cleshas were tribslly based since clesshes

took place thooughout the country even 4in places were one "trihs" was
praedominant. .
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became clear when lan Smith, the Rhodesien Front Prime Minister

of Rhodesis declered unilotersl Sndependence (UD1I) for the white
population of the country from Britein on Novamber 11, 1965.

The ect demonstretsd that little chences if et ail - existed

for compromise bstussn the whites snd the Africans. Insteed, it
became clear thet the interests of the two groups were diametrically
opposed. Internationgl pressurc demanded thaet Britsin use faiea

to restore '1egality‘y Biﬁtain. however, displeyed its incapaciti
by being unprepered to use force; it suggested thé imposition of
economic éanctiona and @ total oil embargo tn‘Decémbgr 1965, &8 alter-
native to force, which the uUnited Natiens gdopted. The wisdom of

this proposel has since beun proved wrong.

The zimbgbwe Africsen Netional Union responded to UDI by
an armed clesh with the Rhudesian security forces on the night
of April 28/29, 1966 at Sinoia.-abeut ninety miles from Salisbury
(Gibson 197241645 M'gebe 19703286-287) .+ T‘he fnllowi_ng yesr
1967, ZAKU opensd o front in the yenkie arEa~(sibaon‘1972 : 165§
MBgabe 1970 s 268). The British Government condemned this os
torrorism, amdi upheld that it condemnaed %gall acts of tarrorism,
whataver their motives and by whomsoever committed® (Rhodesia s
No R. 5864/70,7(d) : 7). These nationalist military operstions
marked a clear shift from gz isgal, constitutional and psaceful epproach

to the armed struggle. S$peradic fighting took plece upto 1970.

. Predictably, the Liberstion Movements in Zimbgbuwe were faced
by many problems - manhpower, strategic, orgenizetienel asnd politicel.

It took time before correct stnteg.tée could be evolved and the



116

African populstion in Zimbghwd could espouse the ermed struggle
whole-haartadly. Pearty cedres felt frustrgted as g result of
little visiole progress or because some leadsrs did ha& live upto

expectation,

Ong such difficulty was a major crisis which developed
in 2APU in 1970, and neerly tore the orgenisstion epart. (Gibson
1972 1168-174)+ A confrontstion between James Chikerema, the
then yice-Fresident of the party and some of his collesgues in
exile, led to an irrepsreble split. Meny reasons have been given
for tﬁis sudden eruption in ZAPU, but it eeoms plsusible to stiribute
this to the party structure and its functioning. Unlike _in ZANL where
tba princigle of democretic centrplism gpplied, and revieu éonferancas
and party cangresses of cadres sbroad slected oxternel leadership
at regulsr intervals, iﬁ APY similer mestings were not held
(Mubako 1973) . It seems thet a number of cadres in the military
wing of the party were dissstisfisd with the buresucratic functioning

of the leecarship.

Things came to e head when dissident members from ZAPU
and ZANU snnounced the formation of o new party, the fFromt for
the Libarstion of Zimbzbwe (Frolizd) on October 1, 1971, in
i;.usaka. Zetbia. Frolizi, ostensibly formed to unite’ Z0PU and
2AKU, failed to achisve its objoctive; aftei sometime, the initial
lagdership of frolizi left the movement, while others declared
gllagianct to ZANU, At this time, many people also left 2APU
to join ZAMU directly, uwhile others somplstely disillusioned,

temporarily left the liberstion movement. Megnwhile, amidst mounting
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pressure from the OAU, ZAPU end ZANU had to ég:ae, to what

later gypeesrs to have been a facede, to a unity accord, to thuart

the recognition of "Frolizi» by the OAU. 1IN March 1973 ZAPU end ZANU
announced the formstion of s Joint militery Command which, it wes
understaod,‘unuld be folilowed by politicel unity. as events heve

proved, this never took of f the ground,

In the meantime, ZANU hed been gble to evolve g viable
and successful militery strategy by creating whet wes celled
"g people's army® end epplying the tactics of “peoples' wer®. The
strategy wes reportedly evolved after a thorough gnalysis of the
interngl situztion in Zimbgbwe, and efter taking note of past
mist ekes. The years 1969-i971 were used by the military wing of
ZANU, the Zimbgbuwe Africen National Liberation Army (2ANLA), to
acquire more skill end intensify training. In April 1974, the
late H.uWe Chitepo, the Nationgl Chgirman of Z2ANU who led the

arganization in exile from 1965-1974 declared s

The years 1970, 1971, 1972 were used by the party to
prepare for the opening of the Northern, Northeastern
and Eestern front. The lesson of the 1966-1969 (period)
fhrad besn learnt and fuil adventage wes teksn of a more
favoureble terrsin ond presence right close to the border
of large numbers of Zimbghweans. The three years saw
wide-ranging progrevmes of political orientation emong
the massaes in a large part of Zimbabue . .

(Zimbebwe Neus, Vol. 8, NO, 4, April 1974 :6).

in Decomber 1972 membere of the 2imbebwe APrican National
tiberstion Army (ZANLA) cleshed with the Rhodesisn security forces
'camwancing a sustained guerrills cempaign which has incressed in

temp and crescendo ever eince. HNewspgpers confirmed reports thet
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turel people in the war front were giving full suppert to the
guerriiles by supplying food, shelter, informatien, and transporting
the war msterials of the fresdeom fighters. Christopher &unﬁinn

(in the Deily Telegyraph of 24 Mgrch 1974) for instance, reported

from Bindura, Zimbgbwe, that 3

"African lsbourers on tobecco farms in Rhodesia's
northesstern border ares ere being screensd by security
forces following evidence of renewed subversion of the
population by terrorists'. Farming communitiss in the
Centenary, Mount Darwin and Bindura aree fear that

the 2Zimbgbwe Africen Nationgl Bnion (ZANU) ere anlisting
Africen workers to assist themee.®

The "Rhodesis Herald®, a Rhodesian daily from Salisbury, reported

on April 5, 1974, that tyenty-eight Africasn villagers were sentenced
to prison terms ranging from four to ten yesrs beceuse thay
n"collaborsted with or herboured® freedom fighters or for *fgalling

to report thair whereabouts to the police,

Ths Govarnmsnt tried to allay the fears and wav&ng morale
of the mhits papulatian by hiding infoxmation or minimising its
importaﬂce‘ Thers wes, hOuevar. little to hldg since whitag
were directly involved, In the 'Sundsy fail! ( 5 Mey 1974) a
certain Mergaret Juul of Bindure compleined in a lettar thst her
brother-in-law, Hugh Gundry, an animal husbandry officer, wes
stated to have been killed in the "barder area® when he wes sctually
killed at 8indura which sccording te her is *one hour's sasy drive from
Salisbury"(c.f. also to "Rand Daily Hail*; 6 Mey 1974). 1In ite

bid to obtain informetion, ths Government offered cesh-rewards for

1. The Rhodgsian govrnment refere to fréedow fighters as
terrorists in an gttempt to discredit thaem,
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information about presence of guerrillas. According to the
Zembia Deily Meil (18 April, 1974) s ®Not less then 5,000
Rhodesisn doilers (K 5.000) would be paid for informetion isading
'£0 the cepture or death of a senior'guériiila lesder, and not
less than 2,500 dollars ( K2,500 ) for the same information sbout
e guatriila group leader®. vﬁewspaper reports also carried rising
cesualty figures for both freedom fighters end Rhodesian escurity
men, though the Rhodesian Govs:nmgnt ?ain&edﬁa bright picﬁute

about its succaae‘in the were.

when the Rhodesian security unite éngather with South
African and western mercenery commandos had failed to contain
the initigl onslaught of the ZANLA members, they resorted to a
number of moves against the'rural populaticﬁ;' In yhat was'
called a "8sarchegnd- kill® eperstibn. the gecurity fPorges hit hard at
the peesants. The Government alsofennounced imposition of ®cellective
finesg® en,uillaéa ccmmunities‘auapectéd or eatabiished to have
given any kind of 'asaietance to the guerrillas, ss a community, or
if » member or members of the village were found guilty of this
offence.. ®Coilectivs fines® included cqnfiacaiion of livestock
and grain, aimed‘priméxiiy at depriving freedom-fighters of food
suppliss. Security forgces alsé destroyed fislds, Eurnad:down
gresslands ahd cleered forests to deprive fresdom fighters of
faveureble lendscape. -As a lzst resort, the authatitiea took the
axt re-ordinery messure of setting up what wes euphemisticelly
‘called “pretected villagen® and "keeps® into which more thanv

70,000 villagers were herded by December 1974. The authorities
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destroyed the houses of those put in: “protected viliagea‘ to

proéent guerrillas from using them. These measurss, however, werse
counterproductive since they led to s éaap hatred nf. the government
from the rural masses.' Ingtead, the villsgers became more inclined to

the armed struggle.

At that stege one avent of Far-reacﬁing congsequaence £ook
plece ¢ The april 1974 coup in Partugal and the rall of Caetand's:
regime. The new :egima,‘ committed to decéioniaation gquickly signed
off ite colonial empire to FRELIMG in Mozembique, end the Angolan
liberstion Movements in Angola. This situation suddenly eltered
the balance of power in Southern Africe. In strgtegic terms, the
new African goverrment in Mozembique, committedly anti-impe:iauat,'

made the ruling clesses in South Africe and 2imbsbwe uncomforteble.

South Africa, péfticulatly. became much concerned sbout
thie development. Vopster, the vremier of South Africa, sent
overtures of frisndship with Black ?fuca. and declared publicly
his opinion that the "Rhodesien problem™ might, sfter all, be
*solved* peacefully. Africaﬁ stataes, particul.ariy Zembia welcomed
Vorster's call ss the wyoice of wisdom®. After intengive diplomatic
moves bstween South Africe and Zsmbia, the leaders of ZAFU end
ZANU were suddenly temporarily relessed Prom thair‘long period of
detantion to sttend a meeting st Lusake in November 1974 on possible
constitutionsl settlement. At theee moetings, which heve since
remainad cryptic, the dresidentg of Tanzenia ond Zambis a8 well
as Presidents of ZANU, ZAPU end the African Netional Council wers
tafir@sentéd- Representatives of the Rhodesian govermmsnt were

reportediy present, though no dirsct contact between them and the
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African nationglists saeme to havoe takan placs.

it seems that the opinion of ;he indepandent African states
Precidents wes that a new situstion, which ought te be sxblored,
had developed in Southern Africa. To gttend a possible constitutional
conference, it wes’ aréusd, the 'Zﬁimbabae political parties must unite
to engble -them to nogoticts as one group. There was é 1ot of confusion
gbout the end to which talks would leed. ZANU, for instence, had
a lot of miag_:’.uinge about Ptelkst and éaaeri;ed that wpirect
COnfrontat.ieh is the only anewer® (Zimbebwe, News, Vol.B, No. 11,

197414)«

‘Talks sbout the unity of the verious organisations ncsrly
broke QWn' ’bacauai of lack of clesr conceptien of whet was to
be achieved, and also because the Presidents of Africen states
seized the initiative from the Liberatien ﬂevamenta.’ After
a thorough discussion ameong themselves the Zinbgbwe Liberation
Movements and the ANC were able to produce e unity accord, uniting
under the umbrella of the ANC ; the Chairmen of the ANC, thnp
Aot ;ﬁt.izoraua bacame:the. #resident of the united ANC: In the unity

eccerd, smong other things, it was strassed that : "The leaders

kIS for ingtance, ZANU in o memoremndum to the OAU, on Jenuary 8,
1975 gave their own version of the story and complained that
p#regidents of Bostwzng, Tanzeniz and 2embiae “procesded to grrangs
for Joshua Nkomo to hesd the united front, Sithols to be the
Secretary Gensral and Muzorewa Vice President. This wes dong without
consulting the leadership of Zimbghwe...¥ According to the segme
version, this arrengement wes welcomed by 2APU and Frolize

(zimbebuwe Nowe ¥Bl. 9, No. $, Jan. 1975 & 3} .



122

recognize the inevitability of continued ermed struggle and

gll other forms of struogle until totai liberation of 2imbabuwe®
(z'.f.mbebwe Rovisw, VoOlL. 4, January-Februaty, Ne, 1, 1975 : 15;
Zimbebwe News, VOl. 8, No. 12, Dec. 1274 § 6). Veried inter.
pretstions to the situation followed, both from hhoaeaian
government sources and from the nationslists, Even the naticnalists
.themselvea gave smphesis to diffaerent asspects of the situstion.
However, the Africang were sble te achisve some kind of unity,

though it was besst by many preblems from the beginninga1

what follewed thzg wes a pericq(political confusion ano uncerte.
ainty. At one point it seemed as though the situation in Zimbabwe
hsd lost direction. After s saries of meetings betwsen Rhodesiagn
Government delegations ans the unitaq Africen Netional Council,
which failed to ylala any tangible result, s much publicised conference
wes held at yictoria Falls (on the border betwesn Rhoussip and Zambia)
on 25 August, 1975, Predictebly, the Conference collgpsed glmost
before it began. uelegetiens pertes committes to soive tha outstanuing

dispute in the bgttlaefield,

In the country iteelf, thousanus of young people left the
country for military treining in those countries supperting the
Africen ceuse, Around Januzry 1376 s weil plenned and extensive
guerriila cempaign re8sumed. From March 1976 onwards, the warentered
& decisive stage, though the Rhodesisn authorities pratendad to be
succassruily containing the war. To date, the war continues, end
it is correct to guess that the wer is likely to continue till victory

is achieved,



Nature and Charscter of the Struggle

Two sets of intrinsiceily linked factors shoula be considered
in the charecterizstion of gny movement, ite problems and
proepects of guccess; or rather the ajrection that the movement is
to take. In summary, thuse sre ; the cumposition of the movement
aru the level of gocial deveiopment of the society, ana thus the'
classes that exist. & thorough anelysis of these will leasd to e
aciéntific and ob jective assessment of any situstion. The tuo sets
of factore, which are cerplementary ana not mutusily exciusive,
have seversai coﬁponanta.? YThe level of sociel dsvelopment,
for iqstaacu, will determine whet classes ana type of politicel
party exist, while the reéletiens of groups te meens of production

will cetermine cless interests,

The struggle in Zimbgbwe where there is a.féirly advaﬁqaa
aconomic base, is primerily en economic struggle, reflectea in the
political struggle betwesn the colonised notive classes snd cﬁldpinl
‘alien classes, The internatiensl economic eno power structure, hawsver,
have g direct influsnce on the fnternal situastions The Zimbebue
struggle, thus is also a reflection of intarnastional economic
reletions aena struggles between the 'haves' ang the 'have-nots!
sha the ‘oppressed' and batwyeen capitsl end lzbour. Jn Nationel
tLiberation Movements these conflicts take the fotm af 2 struggla

betn-an the colonised society ano the colonial eocioty. Thaugh the

1. - In the geope of Lthe present analyaia it is poessible te give
only a summary view,
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immediate ebjactivﬁ of the colonised people is primarily to expel the
colonising group From power, the nature or the struggle might be
trensformed depanding with the social ana economic cliesses represented

in the movement and their long term interests,

In 2imbabwe there are both netiongl efd internationasl dimensiens
of cepitslism ;3 the netional dimension fo représdntad by the lasnosd
class, smgil buniness, professionzls gna srtisans who are
predominantly whi@ﬁ, while the internztionsl dimension is represented
by foreigh investors ams their aegents. Africzns, on the other hard,
ere either predominantly workers or pcasénts. Cleerly economic
clesses concide with raciel divisions, Since the interests of
these classes canriic§, & sulution is only possible if the conflict

is ®rasolved®,

In political =8 weil 58 in economic terms, the centrality
of Zimbghwe in the gontext of Africe is an importent fPactor to whet

is ceilaed the Rhooesian problem. According to Arrighi end Saul

Among what we might caxl the verious "subtotalities® of
Sub-Scharan Africa, characterized by dirferent class and
pouwar structures, it is iomodiately swperant thst the
Southern Africe complex is also the moest powerful. The
development of an organic industrial bese in South Africe
and Rhodesia, which is & key ogimension of the aerea's strength,
must ba traced to the presence in these countries of a
nationgl bourgeoisie (the settlsre)sufficiently strong to
uphold a 'nationel' interest vis-ovis the metropolitan
countries, This class, by promoting importent structural
changes in the economies in question, has in fact restreined
that 'cevelopment of unserdevelopment' which is a normal
phenomenon in centro-periphery roxations.

{Arrighi ano Saul : 1973b: 55).

The importence of this region as wesl a8 the presence of g strong

national bourgsoisie in full control of the stete machinery means
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that the independence of Zimbabwe csn not be sesy to come by. It is
unlikely that the ruling cless will easily yield to constitutional
peaceful pressure from the Africans. Irdesd, g peaceful solution

hes been hara to ecﬁieve in the last tuwenty yesrs. Alternastively, the
ruling class is Likely to yield to an 1ncraase§ guarrila onslaught 3
incressed gusrrills campaigns have, in fact, seen the preparedness

on the pert of the ruling class to agree to a neocelonisl solution.

' The centrality of South Africe and zimbebue, therefore,
has serieus conseguences for ifrice, Inevitsbly, the struggle
in zimbebwe is bouna to aiffer frem struggles waged in other parts
of Africe in the 19508 a=nd ths early 1960s. The Southern
Africen siruggles are likely to ben,..qualitativeiy different from
those uhich have been uaéad'er are 1ikely toc be waged in the rest
of su$~Saharanaﬂfrica-..ﬁiven the céntral positions they occupy in
tﬁa structure of internstionsl cepitalist interest ;n Africa, their
edvanced stege of inoustriglizetion, ano their ebunosnt resources
their seizure by revolutienary forces coula have far reaching
implications for the whole of Africa" (Ar:ighi ana Seul 1973bs 64).
But because of their "natignél" interest, tha settlers hévé sometimes
come into conflict with 1hternatioNal capitelism. whereas intere
natiengi cap;taiism hes interssts in a etable governmént.in which
its oun 1nt8:¢sta woula flourish, =na mgy be preparﬁd:tﬂ accept
neocolonial african Gévarnmsnt cepeble tou protect its 1nterasts.
rather than an unatabze white gova;nment undai increased préssure from
the guerrilas, the settlers regerd a neuucolonial.aolution 28 a solle
out of their interests. The nattitude® of Yestern countries, however,

is dependent upon the effectivensas of the Liberatieon Moavements, and



the implication of this. The yestern countries are 2480 guiaad by
their fear of "comnmunist influence*. If s neo-coloniazl situation
cannot be achieved, one can correcély guess'that Western countriea

will covertly or overtiy be involvéd in Zimbabwes

Against this background; what are the african clagsaa taking'
‘part in the ;ﬁruggle, ang what gre their interegts? Théao ere
diffarén£ lavels on which ihe n?rzcaﬁs are united ; Jnitielly the
overwhselming majorlty'éf Africars have grouﬁ solicarity e e
racial group in theii commen 1nt§resi to t.ka over power from the
whites., This unity includes the businossmen, treders, professionals,
workers, peasants, the anempinyad and students. Dirferent African
groups wiil, however, have gifferent interests determined by their
pesitions (real or potentiax) in the economy now or after indepenasnce.
The perica 1957 to 1962 in iimbabwa seems to hzye been cl@arly character-
igea by a coelition of ;zl African groups against the yhites, Since
cless interests were not yet gefined, there were ne serious political

aebates.

1t seems cleer, however, thatlths comnmencemant of the armed
.atruggle @arkad a t#rning point in the political situsztien in
2imbsby@. A8 a fesult of the demanus of the situation, it was
no longer visble tu rely on group solicariy, beceuse intensive
bulitical debates began to be sq;iqusly ungerteken., Those cedres
who took part in waging the armed struggie began te visualise
the future of zimbabwo in terms of the transformstion of the socio.

economic ayetém, sna not mersly the expulsion of foreigners from the
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aﬁat of powsre. A8 a resﬁlt of the qconomic bese, the g:oupé whicﬁ
readily accepted the armed'atruggle,;era the two oppressed classes ;

the gorkers ano the peassants. Since their interests coincided;

the coalition of ths ﬁwo groups hes been g gotent féctut in the struygle.
In gny cese, even the majority uf ueople in the rural arees sre
unemployed workers, who at one stags or anuther have worked in the touwns,
They thus foentify their interests im terms of job opportunities

which they are being denied under the p;asent systama' Given a

_cﬁolca most of thess woula prefer the role of uutkhrs in the touns,

| However, the ovérriﬂing imperative of auntjie.colonialism still
united ail the African groups auring the period of ermeo struugle,
though very'clearly perty ceadres began to dewmsid more progressive
peiitical‘prog:ammes defined in ciear economio-politicei terms,
xhcreaeingly. Liberation Movements Cessed to-view the situgtion
a8 & coﬁflict primarily between black and white; but es a stpuggle
against an anust political and economic syatam-uhiohvthriuad-on
the e*pigitatibn of ths majority by the minority. There «4a now
a clear recognition that the problem wes essentially one of
colonialiem 3 the charactsr of tha giberation Movements was thus
changing from e nationzlist one to o movemsnt cuncerneg abeut
socio-economic issuss. Fighters in the struggle begen to accept
the necessity of defining their present gnd future ﬁaale, in terms
of cless intereste. It seems pleusibie to srgue that prolongation
of the struggle wiil transform the conflict into a class struggle,

and ﬁting into sﬁarp focus the dir?arant'classes.



prablems ghd Prospects of Liberastion

¢roblems facing the Liberation Movements in Zimbzbue are
inherent in the colonial history and hence the economic system

" of the ccunfry; Lonay (1975 : 15) correctly points out that s

The continuction of white domination in Rhodesis can only
be understood in a historical context., The colonizegtion
of Rhodesie and its subsequent development wore in crucial
raespects different from the pattern in cother g8ritish
coloniss...Southern Rhodesis was unique in thzt as early
a8 1923 it beceme a self-governing colony, with its oun
perliament and its own police force and armye.

In this case, the historicsl development of Southern Rhodesia
approximated thé history.of South Afiica. Tha'crucial factor in
the cese of zlmﬁabua as in South Africa, u;G that impa:ial administration
was precedad by the dominance of white settlers who wielded both
er.;énomic and political pﬁer. and »:Qera cﬁnsciam that they must do
ea; Somewhat, the pattern was similar to the settiement of whites
in Australia, Caheda aid tﬁa United States. a;t unlike in the
latter countries, the whites in Socuth Africe and 2imbghwe failed

to engege in e éampaigﬁ to termingte the naﬁivé population., white
sattlers, however, managed to entrench themselves &eaply and ahieve
substantial economic development, which mede them powerful vis-a-vis

imperiel authoritiss,

Becauss pclitical changes in the rest of Africe were relstively
psaceful, the Africens in Zimbgbwe toyed with the false impression
that they could elecasachieve political chenge snd sttein freedom
through non-violent, pescsful, and constitutional methode. The
history of the country, the strength of the ruli'ng ciass afd the role

of Britain were not noted seriously ; it should heve been clesr
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authorities in the country. This mistaken idea hes st verious steges
been the stumbling block in teking decisive positions in negotigting.
for quite sometime 1§'mes expected thet Britsin woula discharge her
duties es the de_jure asuthority. with the passege of time, nationelist

leadors came to accept the inevitability of the armed struggle.

A relztively sdvanced sconomic base, 1n§reaaed proleterie-
nizgtion of peasants, end a marked increasse in sogial and political
consciousness of the peopls also meant that loyalty of the foilowers
could not he teken for granted. UnNlike in somecther African countries,
for instance, Zembis, Kenya, Melewi or Tanzanis where during the etruggle
for ngtionsl independence there yes only one acknowledged leader at
the top who succnésfuzly commanded support, from 1963 onwerds there
was no such “cherismatic authority® in Zimbgbuwe, who could clqﬁm to
be the one and only spokesmanh, Instead, there has been a tendency
towards schéksé besed on what the followers belfeved the leeder stood
for, Primaerily, this wes becsuse followers began to guestion, weigh
and consider a leeder's pronouncements in the face of hard and grim
political reslitise. Differences of opinion begen to be solidgly
based on what a follower belisved were his expectations of the
situstion. It cen not, howsver, be denied that there were/ere

blind followers, who follow the leader rather than his beliefs,

Scholars ana enelysts either becsuse they wanted to aistort
thé situstion or becsuse they did not understand it, sttributed divisions
eplits, fgctions and cuissensions primerily to "tribelism® -and personality.
The untengbility and shailowness of such analysis is not hard to ees.

Attributing divisions to tribelism cen be accepted if the follouing

*
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_ata provad true s that the peopla 1n aouthern Arrica are 1nherant1y
tribalistic end if trlbaliam is actuaily provad to be pteaent in
Zimbebue. Even super?iaial 1nvastigatian will reveal that none of
the two have, so far, bhean prnvaﬂ. Un the othepr hand it is true that
divisions have been endemic in those regions where settlers aid not
yiaLd to constitutional methods, and hence in those regions whers-
various forms of struggle had to be utilized. Sociological analysie

must thus seek the ceuses of these divisions in the situgtion itself.

vao factors seem io be at the heert of the problems the
1ntrgsigence of thé ruling autharitiea and the desp inierosts of
imperialiem Qho ﬁave‘UVGrytﬁxng.to lose by giving powsr to an
unttuaéedvpeople. ﬁnlake in those regions where the impsrial
authority.wai in control, the Zimbabuaileaﬁaré uéra faced with §erta1n
problems x.First, when‘aﬁart.politicai activity‘gas allowed, they
hed to concretise their speechss by viaibls progress and galna, |
uhich they could nut do becguse of the intransigience of tha
-ruling authuritzes; second, because of fail&ng to make any wisiblﬂ
pProgress, ametianal political apeueches eeaaed‘to have gny effect.
But beca#sé politiCal activ1ty wes banned in Zimbabwa. "moh psy chology®
could not be us@d g8 a weapon oF gsining mass auppnrt: insteed,
intensiva political campaignn took place behind tha scenes. Thirdly
and crucially. becausa political conditiOns were difficult, they
demaan:halynhs, which led to disaéreemants on policy, approach,
tactice and stretegy, unlike in times end places where hatred of the
Eurapeen ruler could be expressad in overt mpgss mobilisation, These
differences, in the long run, led to irreconcilisble political (and

sometimes ideclogical) differences.
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These differences, definitely, are not a result of inherent
tribasl animosities or personaiity cult. Frank and deep analyeié
will revesl that "tribalism® hes not been =t the centre of these
problems, but more importantly has been the question of approsch
and method to achisve the agreed gosle. It is possible that thers
may be éarta&n slements who, for political ends, might want to
utilize "tribal gffilistions®, but overall the probleme can not
be cheracterized as t"tribel®, Oifferent politicel groups of various
| ideologicai persuasions betwesn gnd within political parties |
have differed sharply on ghsracterizetion of the movement and
the ultimate goals, more espscially on the qusstion of the pplitical
and sconomic future of Zimbabwe. Admittedly, these problems are
not peculier to- Zimbabwe alone, but to meny liberastion movements
and political parties throughout the wurld.‘ Such difrerencas
have, for instance led t« the bitterness between the Soviet Union
" ahd the pecples' Republic of Bﬁina, end the disagreements between
the Sovist Communist farty ano west European Communist Parties,

inspite of their gdherence to the same political philesophy,

The yestern prens and the Rhodesian govermment have tried
to augment these divisions, beceuse it is to their interests to
heve a divided African Muvemsnt. In suite of these divisions,
however, ostensibly, the Africans are united by their common wish to

rule thomssalves.

Many factors come inte play in determining the prospecte

of Zimbabwe's liberastion. From a long distance, the international
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situstion hee dresticaily changed in the lsst fow years, but more
.importantly the success of similar liberation movemsnts in moiambique
and Angola hes altersd thi balance of power in Southern Africa.

A8 Arrighi and Seul (1973bs 64) ssy, the struggle in Mozambique

ehd Angola "is structuraily linked with the struggles in the

centres of the Southern Africe compléx: Rhodesia and South Africe".
The liberaticn of Angola nna'mozémbiqua has been en oyerail advant ags

to the liberation Movements in Zimbagbue.

The question of ufity still preveils. volitical factions
are liksly to come and go, come again and go, until complete
unity is achieved in thoughta_and deeds. The process ﬁf national
1iberation itself may rescive some of the contradictions that exist
within the liberetion Wovewents. Stability can not be achieved
through whet some scientists call "plural democrecy®. Instead, this
¢can be achieved by a strony peiltico»mllitary fromt with a ciesr
vision of the problems, in present ahé future phsses. The mafkedly
1ncraa§ing importence of the fighting cedres and their reslisation
and scceptance of their roie of custudians of the uiéhes and»éspirations
of the population indicates thies trend. Like in flozembique and Angola
the fighting cedres must bu the nuclaus of both Govermment and
army. JInevitsbily, thie czdre must accept the ineyitebility of

revolut fonary transformation,

‘A relatively edvenced economic base; an incregsingly
militant end committed working class and pessantry; the nature of,
and clgssee involved in the conflict, point to 2 gredual, if not swift

transformation. The battlefield itself, the sct of paying for liberation
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through suffering, (hopefully) become educstive experiences

which throw up new ideas, epprosches and strategies to liberstion,

The zimbebwe struggle seems to Fuifiil 9211 these

.

gonditiong.



CHAPTER SEVEN

RETRUSPECT AND PRUSHECT

Dominant sociclogicel studies of multi-recial societias
teke race zs the frame of refersnce, and essign importance to
racial and physical characteristice as determingnts in formetion
of relationships betwsen recial groups. Importance is also attached
to racism as s syetem of bellefs. Race reistions have been
locked at from many perspectives : for instence, "inter-group
relations” (@.g., Van den Berghe 1972); or "immigrant-host
relationg” (8.g., Patterson 1965); end ®"race” and "sthnicity®
in general, Fiimncy in such analysis is given to "accommooztion",
"gbsorption® end "integrztion® (Patterson 1965 113-35); or to
discrimination and sttitudes (Reger anu Frantz 1962); or to "social
afd cultural pluralisa® (Smﬁth 1965); or to racial and ethnic
cleavages (Ven den Berghe 1967b; Kuper 1960a); or to minority-

majority relections.

gna of the most familizr spproaches to the study of relations
bestween racial groups is the ®"pluralist epproach®, particularly
in the ysst Indies, Southern Africa ano to soma axtent the
immigrant “probiem® in the United Kingdom. The cetegories
ana concepte thet are adopted depend upon the pecularities ot the
particuler society being studied, but frequently "race® and
ethnicity” have bsen acceptea =g being of overriding importance
though Patterson (1965:32) decries whst he calls the "prejucice--

discriminztion exis" and points out thet s
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" .euhat be have in Britain st the present stage is not er not
yet besically & colour or a race situation, howsver much it may
appear so to mahy colour-conscious migrante--it is an immigrant

L}
gitustion®, (vgtterson 1965 ; 17).

The "pluralist epprosch® views multi-racisl socisties in
tarms‘or racigl, ethnic, cultural, religious ang linguistic group.

yritee ven den Berghe (1965 : 9)s

essoThe colonial system creeted new lines of conflict and
cleavage smong Africans (e.g., botwesen Christiasns and
non-Christians, or betyeen the wWastern-educsted and the
masses) ; it wittingly or unwittingly prepetusted
tragitional hostilities while ot the saeme time preventing
the vioclent expression thereofj; and it denfed politiceily
ethnic groups which had hitherto been homegensous, thereby
sowing saeds of irredentist movements after independenca,

The valiaity of the "pluralist thesis® has been
questioned with specific :argrehca tn‘zimbabwa, and 1£‘haa been
maint adned that inspite of its theoretical Qortﬁ thé‘pluralist
thesis 4s not e viable theoretica: tool for unrévalling the reality
bengath cOLOniaL/cgpitalist societ issg, Tﬁle hes been qﬁestionea
on a number of levels : adopting the *race/ethnic medel" befogs
the actual situstion, cresting the false impression thst race ds
the 'ca‘usa of all gna every thving: This insvitebly leads to
principsl preoccupation with réée, sttitudes, discrimination and
racial‘antiuathyo Important ss these ere, they caen not be the bgsis,
but ere mersly the manifestation of, tha actual situation which
must be sought in the motives b?hind racial entipsthy. - At any
raté, our aim is to understand, evolve theories, perspectives gnq

approachas. Concern with the obvious blocks our way into lnner
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reslity. A meaningful spprosch will enteil a study of the working
of the system of gpartheid in South APrice or "separate development®
in Zimbabuo.?' The structure, function and dyngmics of racialism

must be truly unrsvelied.

The ®colonisl situstion" has sometimes been analysed
from the culture-contact perspective, as in M.G. Smith's "social
and cultural pluralism®. Undeniably, colonialism alse produced
wgociel and cultural pluralismr, but most importantly are the
relations between racials groups, based on exploitstion of
labour ang resources. Conflict in colonial societies consequently
and necesaariiy centred sround the control of rescurces and instruments
of power, Uifference in culture hes not, superently, played a
docisive role in the gunflict now taking place in Zimbsbuwe,
Clearly, what hes been zt stake is the control of resources and

political pouwer.

1f the white settiers in Zimbgbwe sought to plunder snd
expropriste the nstural wealth of the country, and used the human
material to exploit it, clearly our attention should ba focussed
towaros tha resulting relstionship betysen the Africans anho the
Europeans in their attuggle for power to control these resources.
Colonisl society is the landscaps or stege on which the two
.groups aenact their 1life, eech particuler group influenced by its
interssts and intentions within this society. These relationships
betwaeen the two groups ar® depencent on this landscepe; they are
not independent 3 nsither do individuszls enact their 1ife from

instinctual anog inexplicazble motives. To unosrstand the 2imbgbwe
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sztuatioﬁ one must recognisa the 1nteraapenaenca of groups =

racial, athnic. linguistic. religious and cultutal « and not
compartmantalise thanm .'mto aeparate. indapendent. mutually exclusive
entities, Supa:ficial cleavagea within and between groups do

exist, but they are cencerlad by the overuhalming importance of
reletions of e particular group vis-a-vis its position in the economic
and politicsl system of the society. The group in powsr uses force
aho oppression to cerry out its programmes and protect and cunsolicate

its own position,

‘The saitlemant of the wyhites and the pattern of the
development of *taca rolationa~ in Zimbabwe is living teatimony
ta the centrazlty of politicel power in maintaining aconamic end
social privileges of cne group ogver cthers, importence of
ecﬁnamic interests cen be seen in the motive behina colonisation
of the country; to axploit minersas resourceé, agpecially geld.
when golo failed, the slternative wes extensive acquisition of
laend. Since Africans resisted furopeen penstration ana settlement,
the encounter between the races was bitter and hostile, culminating
in the 1896 wars These two factors, sconomic motives ano Africen
resistence, daetermined the formation of race relations. The
groups with vested interests aonu most vulnerable to threat by
Africen sdvencement, the whits workers snd farmers, had azn interest
in lews which would minimise competstion between raciel groups,
hence pessage of Mesters-Servsnt Act (1901), Lend Apportionment Act

(1930), Inoustrigl end Concilistion Act (1934) end Lend Tenure Act.
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Though international cepital was interssted and coulad
gain from tha creation of g powerful African micdle clsss, the
Government which relies for Pinencisl and political auppoti on'
those ﬁlassos kanged.aéainst the arricans, could not implement
measures conducive to crestion of an African miaale cless. In
Prustration, the Africen miocole class joined the African peasants and

workers in raciel solidarity sgeinst the whites.

The policy of "seperste development® evolved in the 1930s
basad on gifterential priceﬁ of agriculturgl produce ano wages
led to the undesdevelopment of Africen economic 1ife on two
fronts 3 the psasants were reduced to subsistence agriculturists
gnu workers caﬁié not achiava economic visbility. The two classes
therefore, remeined economicaily powerless, even though the

generel sconomic situation in the country wes improving.

ﬁorroct ahalysis of rsce relations in zimbebus ﬁuaﬁ, thus,
t eke account of labour exploitaetion, asppropriation of land,
differentdal structures of wages and prices of farm produce, the
implicstion of this on the economic snd social status of recial
groups, and the interection of this entire situation with the
political Euperetructure (ena power). In fact, the higtorj of
colonial zimbabwé_&s‘tha history of the devslopment of relstions
petwesn racial groups; a history of the consoliostion of white
power ana copribétion of the African populatidn. Economic 1ntéreata
were protected by an efficient and elchorste political system
which institutionglisea exploitetion and economic, social end

politicel inequalities, The effect of this is permanent conflict
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between white and black groups, which hes become progressively
explosive with the rise in political consciousness ana maturity

of tho Africans,

A frenk analysis reveals thst this conflict is not the
rasult o racisl antipathy or racisl cleavags, per se, but rsther
more correctly, it is the result of & conflict of interests and
p struggle for politicel cominance, not a8 on end in itself, but

in order to control economic resourcess

The "pluralist thesis®, however, does not explain this
situstion, the gppruvach is, in fact, a gouod example of misplaced

amphatis.

It has been argued that an alternstive is what could be
cailed g "coloniale-capitalist apprﬁach"; one which, though recognising
the olement of race, gives ague primacy to the process of development
ahg underdovelupmént, ite contradictions, implicetions, in a
colonisl society; this approach must focus on the conflict of
interests of aifferent groupe and classes within one singlse
politicel and economic sntity. Colonielism a8 a system, rgther
than race provides a vieble epproach; the conflict teking plece
in Zimbebwe is essentieily economic, and this is rooted in the
colonial relations of production, and the positions occupied
by verious groups {or clssses) within the coloniel system. Because

,6cunom£c.clasaea coincige negtly with racisl groups, the conflict
may also asssume s raciasl cheracter; this, however, is merely a

.

manirestation of the reality,



140

from the fielas of bompétition of the grodps it emsrges
that central to relations is economic c.ontrnl.' Clearly, 11:4 is
not 'racism' or-'prejudice' that legd to aiscriminstion, but
economic imperastives; ‘racialism’ (es a practice of racial discrimi-
nation of racism) is not pursued fFor its oun scke, but =s 2 meane to
en end, of controiling stretegic pesitions of privilege and power, and
limit ing the life chences of the subordinste 'groups . comnians‘m.
et any rete, survives on subjugetion ana mental and physical
violence; racism, a8 -an iceological manifestastion, ana justificstion
of exploitstion, can cleerly be understood uithin‘the framework of
the nature of the colonial system. Ideclogy is primerily end

gssentisily the manifestation of the sucisl situstion,

Future political and Economic Trenus

In view of the agbove, Qhat then, is ths future liksly to -
be in Zimbecbwe? AN enswer to this cen be given on two levels :
on the politicsl level (i.e. the question of liberstion), and
on future trends of economic development. The lstter depsnus
primerily on the first. Analyeis of this will be cest in the light

of our entire argument.

The uniting eiement emong the Africans in the lats 19508
and 19508 wed racisl soligzrity, besed on shered déprivation Ey’
turopeans and s hetreo for aslien ruls 3 the movement, theﬁ. was
nationalist on ail counts. Africen opposition to alien rule uas
a ma8sive, unitea anu formideble movement. NO aissension among
the Africens was allowed at that stage s eny form of devience wes

subject to severe punishment, usuaily one was cailed a "seil-out®,
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In time, however, politicsl realities brought about discussion
in the light of these reglities; idess sbout approach, st retegy
ang tactics greduslly began to aiffer. uQavaiasbly. splits,
splinter groups and interest groups became a living realit-y;.
culminating 1h the existence of two eeparate parties, IAPU aid
AZNU.Hfrom August 1963. Further splits took plece which led to the
formation of F fnlizi in 1971, The african Nationallcouncn_(ANC)_
formed in 1971 es an gd hoc boay, ;mbracing all Africen elemonts,
including zévu and BANU, to oppose the Anglo-Rhodesisgh Proposals
of 1971 .‘ céntinued a8 e party aftsr the ¥#sarce Commission finalngs
of 1972,

The existence of so maeny politicel organizstions had both
negetive and positive effects, 0N the negative sice, efforts
were often aiverted towerus elimination of one peliticsl group by
mothar, which left the yhites stronger a=s a group', since they
héd e divided African group. Internationaily, solicgerity and
material sssistence accordingly giviged since friendly countries
supported one group anhd opposed shother group, OR the positiva side,
each party vorked hard to concretise its claims to bring the true

representstive of Zimbebwe through politiccl ano militery action,

Besioes, no perty could any longer rely on pur® oppsal
to the sentiments of nstionalism., Instezd, this coulo only be done
by political programmes concretised or being concretised in action,
The folly of earlier conceptions of ftsednm_ and indepsndance bgsed
on contemper aheous movemants slsewhere in Africa began to be realised.
fFreecom, aftersil, is an elusive word; it had to be defined ang thg‘

implicationas fully recognised,
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A ney genaration of Zimbsbyeans, who hall grown up when
nationalism was plreedy a reslity, scquired a new sense of
confidence, beceus® they grow up in e naw setting when the mood
wes different. Beceuse of the new confidence, and because of the
injustice thaet thay suffersd, in school, in work and everyuhsre,
this generstion of younger cadres looked for something fundamental
in inaebendence._ The cedres perticipeting in the L:lt;erat..ion
Movement began to resd the yorks of Kwame NKrumgh, Mgo-tse Tung,

Merx, Lenin, Che Geavara.
Notes Gibson (1972 :181)

fueethe reveciutionary example of China grew to have

mor® than g purely military end material meaning,

Party cedres bagan to study the tenets of Marxisme
Leninism and to tressure the guatations of Cheirman

Maeo mare then the 8ible, HNaturally, this redicelizetion
of lesders snd rank and file was eagerly pointed to

by the white regimes in Southern Africe and reactioneries
elssuhere ss proof of their hoary contention that the
bleck rsvolutionary wave wes all part of s communist
plot hatehed in Meoscow or Peking.n

These cadres bagan to make their agnalysis in revolutionary
terms and to impatiently press for the adoption of revolutionary
programmes, based on well defined principles end objectivas.

At times, cadres ceme into conflicts with the leedership, and if the

situation was not well handled, it produced schisms in the movements.

It soems corraect to presmptively asrgusy thzt, because of
its neture, the 7imbgbwe liberation struggle is likely to be
bedeviiled by these achieme, factions and intre.party conflicts,
This is primerily becsuse of two ressons 3 One, when to compromise

and when not to, and two, principles, progremmes and the future,
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I1f, in the svent of tis imméxbn of militery. victory, a péace

Plen is offered, thie mey produce strains in the movement, and

in the event of victory, a struggle for intereste may follou.

Unless a military unificetion of ell parties, groups, elements

and faction is achieverd, an intense struggle for political pouer

and hegemony is unavoidable before and gfter Zimbebwe's independence.
A practicel solution seems tctalﬁ military victory of one géoup ]
this group, with e firm grip of the situstion, will have the

tesk of seluving politicel, economic ond sociel problems. 1f no

one group ‘munopoliges* power, it will be difficult to effect
tavolutiuna;y programmes, Besides, the system of elections, political

cempaigna and multi,partiaé is inhsrently besst with many problems,

gut if ons g;oup, depending upon its politicel orientation
and progremmes, assumes power, it wiil have the canfidﬁnéb'to embark
immediately on the path of reforms, political, esconomic and aocialé
in this tsek, a future Zimbabwe governmenmt hss two elternatives,
baeed on the colonial system that is deeply entrenchsd in the
society; aither to perpetuate the existing economic, political and
social system, Or to changs them, Oscieion ghout policies will
depend onn an anslysis of the social relstions existing in the
Zimbebue socisty, Briefiy, the first alternstive, of adopting the
colonial system es it is means that the relations of production,
econemic inequalitiaa end property relstions must remgin intact;
an plternative to this, however, would imply radicel trensformgtion

of this gystem, -

’
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Thé first elternetive, clearly, hes seversl problems
most important of these being that sociel, political and economic
inaquelities will remain or will be widened. A few Africans, those
who had no fared so badly, or those will assume buresucretic end
administrative pesitions, the political and professional slite will
fill up the position gbandoned by the colonisl elite. In the rural
sector, some of them may acquire farms, this replacing a Europsan
lended cless with an Africen one. The majority of the Africens will,
however, simply remaein where they were. New life styles snd

consumption patterns will emerge.

The second elternstive, howsver, of a socialist system,
has several implicetions s in the first place the government must
have a clear analysis of the situstion end conception of messures
required to bring about an equitesble redistribution of wealth,
This problem will have to be tekled on three levels s the political,
economic and the social. On the politicel front the government
will have to undertake a serious ond massive csmpaign of politicel
mobilization and reeducstion of the people about the political
objsctives of ths government, Next, the government must seek
political unification of elemants with diff"erent political pursussions
and of verisd politicel orientetion, After decades of colonial rule,
the people wiil nesd a new confidence of self-relignce, Economiceily,
the esconomic system will newed to bs accordingly changed, in both
the industrial and agricultural sectors. Very brosdly, tationalisatier
of koy industries and banks is an essentiel in economic reforms.
Since land is owned by individuals, land reforms will involve
redistribution of land to the pesgsants, crestion of coopergtives gnd

statse farms,
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To Pulfill this, the goverfment must take the iniative by
providing implements and tools, f_art’ilﬁ.ea:;a. an;: seeds to individuals
and the cooperstive eocieties, Ag:ic’ulturai activity‘ must b;a |
turned from subsistence to commercial agriculture in ihe peasant
sactor. The gtate farms must concentrgte on essantiéi actibities’
like large scele irrigstion schewes and the produbtian tl:l‘f. s.ug;ar,
tea, coffee, timber, fruits and eo on. " It is only 16 this way ‘.

that & viable sconomy, capsble of self-generstion, can be created.

tfexjpotuatidb of econﬁmic‘: gﬁd socciel inequalities may hsve
serious political consequences s ;’or inst ance, those groups
. who have'ﬁusinesses 1ike shope, though not rhaking m&ch profit, will
be tergets of attack., Such s situstion may lead to racial end
ethnic animosities. Harmorilous rece and sthaic relations, orb
removal of raciel and sthnic 'antipathi‘e‘s cah be pnésible by removal
‘of‘ aeonnmi_.cvand social inequalities, Qnd involving the entire
populetion in politicel process end nation-building, both in rural
ahd urban areas. Unless the héseaiara mede to perticipate in |
the politicel 1ife of the country, é‘hey mey either become |

spathstic or tend to sttribute inequalities to rece asnd ethnicity.

The v-necossity of a vi&:la brogramma of trensformetion is
amply denomttatéd 'by soclial situatioﬁs in many post.independence
Africen societies whers raéa and ethﬁic. problems hsve psrsisted
ar have been accantﬁatea after independence s for instance, whgt
is called the "asien problem* in faest Africa, particulasrly in Kenya
and Ugahda, whers the Aaiané ate ah alienzted group. The mess

expulsion of Asiana from Ugenda in 1972 may bs an unfortunste but
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resl exemple of the persistence of ethnic problems. Because the
asiens cantro11ed most of the commerciel and retail business, they
werse identified g¢ oxploiters, MHowewer, in spite of their explusion,
problems of sociesl and economic inegqualities were nat

solved since the government took no adeguete messures to plzce

the economy in the hands of the neople., whet heppened, eventuaily
was that o few monied Africens, mostly from the army, took over

the business, 'The masses remained where they were. In other words,
the expulsion of Asiens did not achiesve the aim which wes, hopefully,
to reduce sociel end economic inequalities, Similar antipsthy, of
low key, wss shoun téwards sitigns in nigeria and.chinéaa in

Maiaysia.

Removing recial or ethnic hostilities wiil not be essy
if a pesrticular racial or sthnic group, by virtue of the advantasgeous
pdsition it occupied during the colonial ers, mcﬁopoliaos certain
espacts of the economy, high er low, It would net be correct,
as is sometimes srgued, that thoss groups which accumulated wealth
during the colonial era did 80 bacguse of herd york and possession
of the sthic of businese, Such an argument tenus to overlook the
fact that discriminstory laws eftun limited the chences of certain
groups, for-example. in Zimbabuﬂ,bsfricaﬂs ara'not allowed to own
retail shops or eny kind of business in urban arsas, whéress
Asians and Europeans.aia éllowsd to. The affect cf this is to
1imit the tyéa of business African can undertéké, mostly to reteil,

ganeralldsalets and trensport business,

superctructyral conditions are in thie case used to give

ever

one raciel group or groups en advantags ¢f another or other,

If no structural changes are made, 1ike nstionelisgtion, redistribution
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of 1and, raductibn of salaries at the top and anhancameﬁt of bottop
uggéé, tnéqualities will sim.ly rehain, sinca-sama groups stert
from a position of strength uﬁile athers.statt fram‘a position of
weakness . Becaueé of coléﬁial heritage, where éouér and privilege
depehded on race, issues will be 1dedtifiea in torms of récﬁ. Besides,
| since the monied blasses gnd the 'people of plenty! dariye their strength
vfrom internationsl Qapitaliem, Ef which the locel bﬁsiness, social
and pautical" alite are anly agemts, the situation ;annot |
automstically redicaily trensform on its own with Africen "majority
rule*, Even if a few Africans get rich, they ere not ;mmediately
identifiéd.as exploiters since the slien rich groups may be numerically
prepnnaaréta in economic 1ife, or because@ the masses mey have

"fales conscicusnessw,

Inevitebly the alien husinesé elite will be laekéd upon
a8 the sogurce of sll econémic, social and political iils by the
masses of people g3 this *Palse canéciousnass" which falls to
identify the real causes of problems will bs hard to gie, and ﬁay
worsen race ralationaQ e8 happencd in UQaﬁaa. and to an extent in
Malaysia sgainst the Chiness, in Sri Lanka and Burme against
the indians. Instead ef tackling the real csuses of worsening
poverty.and uep:ﬁvatien,‘natienal politiciasns can draw support
by painting fingers at slien minerity groups as the source of all
evils. and ins;sting that their axpulaion'will solve problems of
woverty, inequalities sno undetdavalopmsnt.‘ By adopting this posture,
the politicisns supesr as progressive aﬁd nationalistic by putting

all blame on an glien group. But no one peuses to think hard.
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how expulsion of an alien group from business and replacing it uith
e local elite will get to the heaxt of the problem. This simply
resulte in whet has euphemisticailly been called ®Europeans in

black skins® or black Efuropeans®,

This cless, economicaily week during the colonial era,
develops intersets separate from and aven opposed to those of the
messes after independence. It develops life stybss ana consumption
petterns which requires importetion, szt high cost to the country,
of certain cofisumer goods, cers, tape recorders, record plsayers,
persian carpets or production of some of these, Essential
commodit @8 sré ignered in economic priority : ususlly, after
the traoition of the, colonizl economy, the economy is exporte
orienteds This is otten done with the edvice of economic and
donor countries or imternstionsl azgencies, without tasking into
account the local needs of the entire population, In order to
divert the gttention of the masses from the truth of worsening
poverty, peliticians n;se empty slogans, sentimental phrases of
sons-of-the-s0il, Africenisastion and the like, while i;héy themselves
along with their kinsemen and friende qgo ahsad with appropﬂation
of the wealth of the country. Ffor s time, a struggle may teke .
plece in the echelons of power, different groups vying to have a
shere or all of the ceke. A8 a result, army coups, civil wars end
separgtist or irredentist movements may badovi’zz’;“h;; the end,

roeality may be faced, and progressive groups mey emerge,

It is essential to emphasise this in the light of what

hgs heppened in Africa before ; the civil war in Nigeria es o result
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of Biafraﬂ separgtism, border problams betuean Kenya and Somalia,

the conflict betwsen north and Southsrn Sugan, the Angolan conflict
ahd a host of other similar problems. A closs aérutiny of all these
problems will revsal their origin in the ubsvan develagpment of the
econumy under colonialism. To teke apecific cesas, in Nigeripg,

for instance, the Northern part is relatively backward, while

most of the educeted slite ceme from what was called Biafraj in Sudan,
the Southern parts was naglactéd during colonial rule with no schools,
hospitali gna ingustries, while the north was better off. Because

of these spperent uisgeimilerities, conflicts arise after ths

withdrawel of colonigl rulers.

It is difficult to sey vhether this grim picture fits the
Z2imbabue situstion ; however, thess problems must not be minimised.
If they ere iatent, they can easily be combgstted by an intensive
and extensive programme of peolitical, economic and social reforms
in order t§ uplift the living stehusrd of the mgsses. A dynamic
and full-bloodied approach to the problem will, certainly, reduce
possibilit ies of unneceseery upheavals. There are, howsver,
certain pesitive factors which need repetition to show that the
Zimbabwe cese may not be a8 the one described immediately above,
Firstly, the character of the zimbebwe liberastion struggle has
been qualitetively different from that in mosf African countries,
Congequently a struggle for political supremacy smong the Africans
precedsg inuopenaenca; ang mgy not succesd ilndependence as happensed
in the rest of Africe, except Guines-Bisseu, ANGOla anu Mozembique.
Seceondly, political, economic and swci:zl interests emerged during
the course of the inuependence struygie, anu ere bscoming clearer
et every stage. Thirdly, hersh political reality has led to a

more sober and realistic spprosch to the meaning end implication
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The experiencae of other indepandent African states hse destroyed

the ideelistic and romantic notion bf "1n50pendance',‘so that freedom
and ingependence aﬁa now viewed in concrets socio-economic ahd
political terms, a8 a résult the future is definéd in terms 6f

what ought and must be done to realise desired and declared goals.
Fourthly, the éxistence of a cedre of politicel fighters uith_claa:
vision end committed to certain principles means that vague

.political pronouncements can not be taken for granted,

The futuﬁe, of coures, still depends very much upon
who goes into power and quite importantly too, under what
circumstences.’ Two possibilities still exist ; (a) either e political
party with the full backing of the guerrilles sssumes power, or the
guerrilles themselves go into power after s protracted armed struggle
in this cese peossibilitiss of stability end radidsl raforms are
enhanced; (b) or, in the avent of a negatiated sattlément. in which
elactions ere held, the possibilities for gn intense étthégle can
certainly nﬁt be forecleosed. In zimbeﬁue,vtha firét alternétivo
is the most vigble., At sny rete, the adament sttitude of the

white ruling class so far, makes this the most likely possibility.

Reduced to the barest minimum, we have argued that the
colonisl history of 2imbzbue is thp mast ;mportant factor in
understanding the.social situstion there. Though sociolagists
shelysing @ultiracial societies suggest rece as the frame of
reference, evidence from this ingquiry suggests otheruise 2 it hae

been srgued consistently that the problem is not basicelly one of
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rece, but of colenizlism and clees. Aﬁmittediy, clegvages and
conflicts are along ethnic or racial linses, but the causes and

mot ives sre not recial: our premises, then, must go beyonﬁ.rééa

to clase and colonialiem. Sociclogical analysis, then, must teke
note of and réveal the interection between race and clasé and their
relationship with the esconomic bas®. The "pluralist gpprocch®

' feils to taeke into sccount the ovetriding importance of the total

structure of colonialism and the reletions thet it cregtes.

Socioiogical enalysia must, of nacessity, help to unravel
social ;ﬂality,?and moye radicelly from meanings andvinterpretation
thet are given to situations by the laymen. Colonialism, its
structures, idess and tendencies have 11ngoréd for so leng. 'Tha
struggis for natiunel liberation, also involves a qtrégglé_égainst
certein inteilectusl tendencies searching fer ney éoﬁtoiogicsl
perapactivqs to the problem is pert of that struggla.y uWe are
just st the thréshéxqfof'tha beginning of o noy ere in tﬁe history
of iha.people of zimbabwé. social science must mdve along with and

help to creete thet history,

Existing eaéiolugical analyses of multi-racisl societies
do not meet this cheilenge s it would seem New epproaches ere long

ovardue,
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Appendix i Sources

The msterial for this dissertetion is drawn from numerous and
diverse sources. Thet on the theoretical pert (Chepter Gne) is almost
selﬁ-éxplanatury. while the one on the substantive Chgpte:o, howsver,
Cails for an explenetion, There are maﬁy standard el @asily aveileble
history books on the colonial history of Rhodesia. £ach one of them
gives emphesis to one or two aspects of the history. There are also
mafy books on politice. Sociologlcal studies, however, are conspicuous
by their zhsence. In view of this situgztion;, I relied mostly on

historicel studies.

In gensral, books on Rhocesia can be divided into two distincts
groups 3 volonial historiogrephy end liberal studiss. In historicel
herspectiun, these tuwo groups fall into the pre=. 1960 énd post 1960
periode. Of course, there are ovstlappinga. Loloniegl historigns
were influenced by two factors; their desire to justify colonialism
and their affiiiation to a soclal end historicel tendency of the
"clvilizing mission" of European ruls, 'Nntable anong these scholars
are Gann and Duignem, both of whom had intimate esssocistion with the
gontral African Archives gs amployadvpctaonnul of tﬁa Southern Rhodesia
" ahd federal Governmante. Pradictably, they worked within the '
framewsrk of government plant.» In lgter yesrs, scholars like T,0,
Renger, Arrighi, Lonsy have tried, with significant success, to
bresk this tendency by reconstructing the africen story. Their
sust eined inquiries have revealed that the Africens did play a

crdcial role,
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fiost importantly, studies by Arrighi and ether ééhoi ars
like phinister, Kosmin and Van Onselen have been contribiutions of
veluable thaoretical worth. It wes Arrighi who first aﬁtﬁﬁpted 2
congistent theoretical exposition of the political ecgnomy éf’ colonial

Zimbabue. .

"1 also consulted, rather sketchily, the records of the Central
African Federation and the Govsrament of ﬂhoduia. meioly to ascertain

informatien contained .in the booke and articles. 1 rﬂad.; 7

for the h'ist.arical development of the nationglist movement
I consulted meinly the neusletters of the Liberation fovements themselyes,
espeﬁ?.allv ‘ZAFU end ZANU, and internstiongl nawspaﬂar. repo'ris», from
1973 onugrds. 1 also had tho benefit to discuss the situstion with
frierids, over the years. Apart from this, 1 wes an eys witness to
many political"ranieef during the sarly phases of the Zimbsbwe nstionalist

movement (19&-1964).

Hf own cantributinn was to compaere ana .a.y-nchronisn‘hha
information ¢rom these diverse sources, ;nd intbrpretl it 16 the light
of my entire thea‘reticai fremework, Iﬁ spite of oantrowaréiao and
diéagraamanta betwsen and emong authors, t;sora is a. cex;tsin factual
canshtancy. Since the diéa-rtaticn uaa‘nut. é historicel ‘tr-atise,
my PUurpose was tog;that Bw information an& énalyéo it within the
exigency of Sociology. Though I diségr”d with mgnhy scholsrs, I had
no libert.y to em'.'er into débate with thcﬁ 3 my‘s.analyais; howsver, is

testimony to my approach.

Some’ of the books, for instance by Kennath Young, aore

| sensationgl jeurnsglistic accounts written for g particular eudience.
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Givan the exigencies of an Me¥hil dissertstion, it cabnot be
claimed thut ; exhausted all the possibls asvenuss of inquiry s the
sim, at any rete, was to stiempt a micro-sociological study which
coula be tho bssis for future efelysis., Space and time, only permitted
a sum@ary statement. Full length studies neod to be done on lghour
exploitstion, the land question, industriglisstion 6r; mors broadly,
on developmeit and undeidnvslopmant. .Reeﬁnt stuﬂiéa ipﬂicato that

~

new ground is haing brokon.

In ghe light of pslitical svents, housver, there have bean
vory feu empirical studies underteken in Zimbsbwe, The {ieid resesrcher,
black or white, must be fgcad with mahy moral questions in underteking
any study : and basides, he runs the risk of being branded o8 part

of the hated colonial administrztion by the pfricens,
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