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PREFACE

A visit to Machilipatnoam ih 1989 would be a shock to a
student interested in the commercial history. Machilipatnam as
it stands today is a small and neglected port wﬁere Ships are
seldom seen getting the merchandise. Weavers ;ho formed the
backbone of this port-town once upon a time, are just a handful
these davs. The pathetic stgte ot these peopie was seen recently
when some of them commited Suiéide. The oresent state of these

weavers can be traced back firstly te the decline of the port,.
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of the governements towards them in the oosi-lndependent era.
One, then. wonders and wouild like to porobe into the causes for
the decline of this port. The causs=s can be traced back to the
Seventeenth century when the seeds of deciine  are 0w, The
causes are multiple @ 1ts indispensiblie iimk to the then ruling
kingdom of the Qutbshahis wﬁich waso rapidiv declining by the end

of the Seventeenth century, the highhandedness and corruption of

the local officials and lastly and the most important being the

“which shifted

n
-
B
0
3

ih
]
s
r‘v
J
[y
m
C
=
Q
B
\¥]
3
n
0
3
1)
]
2
-
0]
n

oelicie
Machilipatnam, a tihriving frade centre. to cther places.

The gearch for a different place on the same coast made ihe
turopeans . especially the English fo settie at a small +ishing
vililage .which was then called “Madrasapatnam’. Because oA the
deiiberate policies of ihe Engliebh oofh at Home andg as well as 1n

India, this villege soon grew 1nto an Eurcpean strongiiold. =Y6lalg]



became the first.Presidencyﬂin Iﬁdia ana no@ the.fourth iargest
city in  India which incidentaly celebrated its 350 years of
history this year (1639-198%). |

‘ Madras succeeded wﬁere Machilipatnam failed. This work is
an attempt to study b}oadly the éauses 46? the decline aof the
port by.the end of the Seventeenth century and the - concommitant
growth of Madras in its initial 60 ?ears .

In +this endevour'o{_mine,many people have helped me and 1 
feel it obligator? on my part to thank: them. I aﬁ dééply'
indebted to Dr. K.K.Trivedi for his affectionate and valuable
guidénce in preparing this dissertation. My thanks are to due to
Prof.Harbans Mukhia of the Jawarlal Nenru University,- Dr.Seshan
and Dr.'Sudgir of the Univercity of Hvdarabad for their valuable
suggestions. |

I‘ expreass my -gratitude to Mrs. Arnne Dayanandom and Ms.
Elizebethmwof the Madras CBrigtian Coilege’who took pains - in
helping me in findimg the source material when ! was at Madras
for my Ffield wark. I am very thankful to the Andhra Pradesh
State Archives; Hyderabad , the Tamilnadu State Archives. Madras,
Nehru Memorial and Mesuem Library,., New belhi, Connemera Public
Library., Madras, and to the Jawaharlial hNenhru Universitw for the
field +trip contingency gfant. which partly met the expenges of
the field work undertaken.

I - cannot forget the help done by Sambaturi Vijayasekhar

Reddy, my brother, who read and re-read the material toc get its

final form. My friends have helpsrd me at a various stages of the
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research and it would be too exhaustive to name all of them. - My
parents have always been my source of inspiration. I am grateful
to my friend Venkata Ramana Reddy who pleasantly undertook the
task of typing. I dedicate this work fo my uncle Mr. 8.

Veeranarayana Reddy who is keen a student of history.

Chinta Srinivasa Reddy



CHAPTER I



COASTAL ECONOMY OF THE COROMANDEL COAST — SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

- The study of Indian urban gistory is a recent effort of the
scholars. The researchess sO +ér conducted have mainly tried to
brihg to 1light Aempiri;al data vthan offer interpretative‘ or
theoretical discussions. Even for an empifical study, one is
hanqicapped because of the paucity and nature of source material;
One.has, therefore,"to heavily depend on the records of European
joint stock companies and traveller‘s accounts, who started
operating in the Indian sub;continent mainly from the beginning
of the Seventheehth_éentury. +0On the basis of researches so far
conducted we can broadly divide Indian Urban centres into four

broad cateqories: a. Administrative centres, like  Agra, Delhi

.etc. (b) Pilgrimage Centres, like Mathura, Varanasi etc. (c)
Commercial centres, like Surat, Masulipatam etc., and (d)
Production Centres 1like Broach and Bayana. These were not

exclusive cétegories. Over lapping of roles is witnessed quite
frequently in these centres.

Dufing the Mughal é;riod, therebwas a great expansiaon of
commerce. This 1is to be_éeen‘mostly in the manufacturing and
marke&ing of tgxtiles tb meet the demand of both the internal and
-external markets. There was also extensive demand +for <spices,
indigo and such other items as salt -~ petre, iron ana sfeel,
diamonds etc. This Brought wealth to the wurban  centres,
especialiy £o those whose location made them natural entrepots

1

wheather by land or sea '. Existence of an export market broadly

means long distance trade-trade with other parts of the globe. —

1. Raychaudhari, Tapan, & Habib Irfan ed. The Cambridge Economic
History of India, vol I, Delhi 1982, p.3$3 388




The main requisite for the long distance trade 1is the

‘outlets” through which the goods can be sent and brought in,
from various parts of the World. The ports or the Toutlets’
brought goocds from the hinterland and exported them. Most of

these ports later became the main centres of not only high craft
specialisation, but also took the form of urban -~ metropoclis.

In India, because of vast expanse of sea and vast coastline
(5,700 km), there was:thriving trading activity going on both
sides of West and East coasts‘of the peninsula. The west coast
offered its trade mainly to African coasts and Persian gulf, and
the East coast to the éér East. These two c¢oasts were also —
interlinked. with each Vother. Most of the +trade was carried

through the trading‘} outlets Thatta, Surat, Calicut etc. on the --

West coasts and Pulicat, Musulipatam, Port Hovo, to mention some,

on the East Coast. In the peninsular India, the most important

3 v I3 : .v 1] b
region, as far as its trading activities was covered GL the -
Coromandel coastz. The importance of Coromandel coast lies in

its production of diverse goods which had great export potential
in South East Asian regions, Bengal and the Malabar coecast. The
most important . goods exported from this coast were cotton
fextiles, indigeo, iron and steel and diamonds.

The extent of Coromandel varied from time to time, for
Seventheenth century travellers it was a wide expanse of India’s
eastern coast fiom point Calimere, where the coastline takes a
sharp northward drift to the port of Gaﬁjama, It extended frowm

2. Caromandel coines frowm Tondaimandalam and Cholamandal am

3. Armgaratnam S. Merchants, Coupanies and Commerce on the
Coromondel Coast 16856@-174¢, Oxford 18986. p-7. also see deohorer’ s -
Relations, in Relstions of Golconds, where he says that the coast

extends from Mannar to beyond Narsapur where Orissa coast begins.p-51.




o Fua iy 4 T forivsds ,
f&bregion woEtde of Godavarl waste Koswe a0 gy camt. Coromandel

could be divided into north and southvon the basis of course of
‘river Pennar in Modern Nellore district. In the Seventheenth
century +this division could also be seen from the study of
rolitical demarcations and localisation of trading goods. Daring
the Seventheenth Century, South Indizn politics was initially
dominated by the Qutbshahi Kingdom in the north and the
descendents of the Vijayanagar, in the South; later by @Qutbshahis
and the Kingdow of Bijapur and still later on by the end of the
Seventheenth century by the Mughals and the Marathas. The
territorial division between the @utbshahi and Vijayanagar
kingdoms broadly coincided with the North and South Coromandel.
The mnext important consideration for the above division is the
localisation of export trade, which is determined by the variety
of textiles found on both the parts. >Northern coromandel was
known for its coarsor goods which were relatively cheap and
exported in large quantities. As one moves southwards we see the
production of finer varieties which were highly in demand in the
spice islands4.

The Coromandel region @ is made up of élluvial and Dblack
soils, and some arid, tracts in the interior region. The most
important food crop grown on the alluvial tracts was rice. ksl
The. main commerical crops were cotton, indigo and tobacco_
(introduced in the Seventeenth century) Cotton was grown on black

cotton s0ils and some times on red soils (Vizagpatnam, modern

4. Moreland W.H. Relations of éolconda in the 17th century
between 1608 and 1622, London, /1931, p-xix also see, Brennig,
J.J. Textile producers and production in the late 17th century
Northern Coromandel. IESHR xxiii, Vol 4, 1986, P.335
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Vishakapatnam district), but it waé never irrigated®. Generally
the soils were poor, as they have high salinity and shallow and
ié deficiant in organic matter®. The northern coromandel region
with high mawnldity snd frequent fleoding in low  levels was
~unsuited for cotton cultivation in adequate quantities and the
réquired quality7. Raw coﬁton, therefore, necessarily _came from
outside, mostly, from the Deccan and Gujarat and in the South
from Kaveri basin and from Cuddapah‘region(8l The .areas where
suitable quanlity of cottoh was produced was Cohfined to  the
Krishna and Godavari districts. The_next important commerical
cerop produced was indigo. Though accepted to be of a poor
quality compared to that found in northern India, indigo from
Coromandel s5till rcommanded good markets outside. Indigo was
mainly grown in Godavari, Krishana and prominently in Nellore
districts. Nellore was famous for its dyes found hostly near
Ongole and Kandukor. An English merchént mentioned that “no
other place affords like this colour” 9. We have nd information
about the cultivation of tobacco except that of its use.

Cotton and its products formed the main commodity for
domestic and export markets: Morelana mentions that whenever >an

. Hamilton, ed., Imperial Gazetteer, Provincial Series, Madras
vol I, p-45

6. Ibid,) p. 38, 269, 347
7. Brennig, J.Jd. p., 335
8. Arasaratnam, . p. 61

9. Foster William ed. English Factories in India, 1634—36, p-46-47
(Henceforth E.F.1)




European penerated inland, he found cloth béing proeduced along
his route and was reasonable to conclude that all towns and most
large wvillages produced the bulk of the cloth worn in the
countrylg. This meant that there was a significant trade from
the country side to the town. The development of productive
forces led tQ the growth of professional artisans and they
concentrated living in #owns - major centres of commerce and
Industry 11.

Even before the coming of the BRuropeans the growth of
commerce both by land and sea led to the emergence of commerical
centres. Sea especially became imporatant as there was growth in
the coastal trade and export markets. A number of ports emerged
on both sides of the peninsula, basically due to their axis to
the goods produced in the interior. Most of the ports Dbecame
places of tranzhipment for exports and imports later took the
form of urban centres. These thus attracted craftsmen within its
fold, and few of them developed into urban metropolis. In the
Coromandel region a number of ports emerged as places of the
outlet for the textiles produced within that region.

The s=ea offeraed the South Inaians huch trade and its o
influence on them was an ancient one. The maritime activities
cah be traced back to Satavahanas and in later times to Pallavas
and Cholas. 01d Chinese vrecords identified Kanchi as an

important trading centre as early as Znd century BR.C. Other

important ports on the Coromandel included Karevipatam, Tanjavor,

10. Moreland, India at the death of Akbar Delly 19¢ pP-17¢

11. Chicherov, Economic Development in India in the 16th and 18th
century Moscom,i97t, p-57 :

o



and Machilipatnam (Massalia) 12. In regard to the number of
towns on the coast Marco Polo says “in speaking of these kingdoms
we note only capitals: There are great number of other cities

and towns of which shall say nothing because it would make us a

long story to speak of all” 13 Nellore for example was the
major centre for most of the urban activities. It had towns like
Durgarazapatnam, Tammanipets znd Boripeta 14 It looks like that

importance of Coromandel diminished after the coming of Arab and
Fersian merchants in the Phirteenth century onwards into the
Indian ocean as their trading activities where mainly focussed on
the West coast. However, ports like Motupalll and Machilipginam
still had thriving trade on the east coast for their coveted

bukrims 15.

Major ports on the Coromandal coast, through which large
volume of trade was conducted, were open'road—stébs where ships

anchored a close as to the shore as the draft would allow.

0]

These ports were located on the river mouths and wvere
unprotected. Though major rivers were perrenial, it was still
determined by seasons--wet or dry. The rains during the months

of October to December brought down huge quantities of =0il which

were deposited at points where the rivers flowed into the zea and

it was at these points that the ports were located. Arasaratnam
3ays
12. Raychaudhari, Tapan and Habib Irfan, p-18

13. Maroco Polo quoted from Appadorai, A. Economic conditions  in

Southern India vol. 1, Madras, 1936, p-353

14, Ibid--- p. 342

15. Marco Polo, quoted  from Appadorai. A. Vol 11, p. 610



“there i3 certain monotonous similarity in
patterns of rise, growth and decline of ports.
The common situation were these ports had road

steads open on the sea --- and a creek along
side. The silting of rivers and the shifting
of sand banks was a regular phenomenon----Many

of the ports had their origins in tiny fishing
villages or even on the empty beach and were
established by deliberate stafg policy as they
were a good revenue raisers” .

The locale of ports on the Coromandel speak more of their
disadvantages. Very few ports were natural harbours; to speak of
few, one was Vizagpatnam an insignificant place till the
17

Eighteenth century, Armogan though not a natural harbour, had

good arichorage, and so was Petapoli 18. Down south it was Porto
Novo which was a natural harbour. The river mouths being shallow
.had the problem of silting during the rainy season, thereby not
allowing the ships to anchor in the harbour. Hence generally
the ships anchored in the open seas, atleast two or three miles
19’from the éhore, and were thus exposed to the naked sea, which

could be dangerous for them. The ports did not "allow much

anchorage because of the shallowness of the rivers and with great

20

difficulty ships of 54, 80, 103 tonnes went ashore , where as
on Aan average a medieval ship was sabout 640 tonnes®l. In such a
16. Aragaratmam, p. 31
17. Arasaratnar, p. 31

18. Stryensham Master, The Diaries of streyensham Master, 1675-

1688 and other contemporary papers relating thereto, ed, R.C.
Temple, 2 Vols. London, 1309 and T91T,P. 136

19. Arqsaratnam, p. 15

20. Master, S. Here he refers to the port of Petapoli of which he
says this place had river and is deep and several vessels of 5@,
80 and 100 tonnes were ashore, Vol. 11, p. 137

21. Relations. .. .Methwold mentions that the shipyard of
Narsaraopela of Golconda built ships of 60@ tonnes, p. 36



few, one was Vizagpatnam,
- Flat bottomed boats were employed to load and unload
the ships. However, on northern Coromandel especially north of
the Godavari, because of its bays and head levels, the area was
safer for the ships to harbour in 22. The most favoured ports
therefore were those that could admit ocean going vessels through
the river mouth as was the case of Narsapur 23

The next important requisite for the locale of the ports was
its axis to the hinterland. Most of the port towns depended on
the hinterland, as the coastal economy was generated by it. On
the Coromandel, market towns or centres of sale of artisanal
production uere strategically located,. and the ports are within
thg access of the production centres 24. Prominent centres of
trade emerged in places where thére was a confluence of food
-producing areas and handicraft production 2?. I have divided
hinterland into two parts, Northern and Southern on the basis of
the mearness of goods available to the ports. A study of the
commercial activity on the Eastern coast reveals that as one
travels to South, there are not only an incresse in the namber of
weaving settlements, located close to the ports, but also a
relatively brisk commercial activity, -as the region being
relatively undistrubed by the SeventBeenth century struggle for
22. Thomas Bowrey , A Geographical Account of the countries round

the Bay of Bengal, 1669 to 1679, ed., R.C. Temple, Hakuyt Socilety
1995 ,P.

23. During the period of rains and tides, the river depth
increased and sometimes the ship went Northwards upto 58 miles.
Ref. Arasaratnam opgit, p. 9

24. Chaudhari, K.N. Trade and Civilization in the Indian Ocean,

Delhi, 1985, p. 165
25. Arasaratham opit, p. 48




supremacy amongst the Mughals, the Qutabshahis and thev Marathas
26

In Northern Coromandel, tﬁe weaving settlements were
unevenly distributed and were located within a hundred miles
radius and sometimes, even.to 300 miles of the ports 27 - Right
from Srikakulam, many weaQing towns and villages were identified
» with their respective: pofts. For example, Srikakulam which
produced rice and textiles had Bimlipatnam and Kalingapatnam as
its outlets 28. Coming down a bit south to Krishna where huge
quantity of cloth could be procursed had many weaving settlements
29, and for most of them Masulipatam was the main outlet. The
most noted varieties were the longecloth, salempores and moris.
Ellore apart from wollen products also produced salempores,
parcelles and -betilles and had twelve weaving villages around
it39.

As one moved down, south of river Pennar, one could find

growing concentrations of weaving settlements and towns. As

compared with the northern coromandal larger number of ports were

27. Brennig opit p. 344; Nagalwanche for example was located 10@
miles from Musulipatnam with a large population of weavers, cloth
merchants, washrman and craftsmen

28 .Arasaratnam opit, p.49

29. Some towns like Tuni, Palakollu, Madapollem, Virasvaram,
Nagalwancka, Palawancke were the places where cotton textiles

could be procurred. These were the market places for local
weaving villages. It was from these towns that cotton textiles
were brought to the ports for exports. The places find frequent

mention in the English Factory records.

3. Ibid., p. 53



vlocafed in the Southern region. Furfher, it.is also interesting
to note that weaving settliements were concentrated closer to the
portsf Chengleput district, for example had vast concentration
of weaving villages in whose northern part were Ponneri and Arani
in ;which port of Pulicat was located. The goods from the
hih;erland werewtransporfed by bullocks across 328 to 35@ miles.
The caraéans were able to carry only articles of low value. The

transport on land of goods of bulk, food grains, éugar and salt

were organised by Banjéras who had practical monopoly of trade

;1. The value of goods transported by them annually must have

been large, and the transport cost under this system was lower
32

. ‘Internal water transport systém also existed, but was not

popular on account of drying up of the rivers during summers.

1. Habib Irfan, The Agrarian System in Mughal India, Bombay,
1962, p. 62 )

32. Ibid, p.63
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SECTION I1

The expansion of Europe since the Fifteenth centufy has had
a profound influence on people throughout the world. Encircling
the globe, the expansion changed men’'s lives and goals and became
one; of the decisive movements in the history of mankind. The
main purpose of the Europeans to come to India was to trade, to
buy goods 1in Asian markets and sell them uin Europe. Thé
sixteenth qentur; éaw‘; revolution in the commercial enterprises
with‘"Portugal dsicovering the route round the Cape of Good Haope
and opened trade with India. For nearly a century, the
Portuguese enjoyed the monopoly of the Indian trade with the help
of rich'andléxtenéive settlements on both sides‘of the Peninsula.
'Hopever, their main concentration was on the West Coast.
Meanwhile, by the end of the 16th century, the Nor thern Européan
nations were yearning for a share in the Eiches of the Asian
markets, but. initially the naval superiority of the Portuguse
‘prevented ‘thgg: from comiﬁg. The most_ pressing incentive and
immediate batkgrthd for fhe establishment of the Dutch and the
English companieé was.due to the revolt in Netherlands and the
closure of .Antwerp, the major spice market. For the Dutch
mercantile activities was the national intefest, which was
threatned by the succession of king of Spain to the Portuguese
throne: at this period Lisbon and the neighbouring sea ports
formed the principal market for the goods carried southward by
the _Dutcﬁ. This méde the Dutbhté extend their trade to a wider
area and the establishment of direct commercial relations where

Poetugal enjoyed the Monopoly 33,

e o e e s e e e e e - T T e e A S T o T et e e e e - et b = T — e e T~ —— — ——t— — — ——— —
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fn India, by the end of the 16th century, the Portuguese
achieved certain commércial integration, which can be %ound in
the;r trans—~oceanic ventures based on a number of substatntial
caommercial towns on both sides of the peninsula. The very
commercial policy of the Portuguese in Asia was based upén the
employment of treatieé with the natiye rulers which contained
three provisions - (1) recognition of Portugal sovereignity, (ii)
payment of annual tribute énd (1i1) a grant of site for a factory
or a fort 34. Though thé Portuguese tried to exert powerAin some
places on the West coast, it must be remembered that their
settlements on the East coast were primarily the centres of trade
rather than the centres of power35i

"The northern Eurocpean companies, as was their predecessor
were primarily interested in procuring the spices fraom the Asian
.countries. In the early Sevenﬁeenth century, they directed their
ships to the Indonesian Archipelago as 1n almost every port of
India' the powerful Portuguese had already established hold aAd
Archipelago was the only place where the Portuguesé were weakest
36. Hence ifvihe Dutch in their initial voyages were avoiding
the Portug&ese, the English were avoiding the Dutch. The early
voyages of these companies were in no way concerned with the
Indian trade, but they soon realised that India and 1ts trade

must be developed. The necessity arose from the fact that Indian

trade was inseparable +from that of the Archipalﬁgo. Indian

—— e G i T — o " T — . — . T o —— — { S  —  — iy + e S o S o o o = - — . > ———— " — . — ' — o

34. Hamilton, C.J. Trade relations between England and India,
p. 10 )

35. Moreland, From Akbar to Aurangegsh, p. 6-7

36. Habib Irfah‘& Raychaudhari Tapan, p.386

12



textiles formed the effective barter for the spices pracured in
the islands. The secondary importance given to India by them was
soon scrapped and held that the Coromandel must be developed 37.
For them, the West coast was not very important when compared to
the Coromandel.

v when these north European companies came to Coromandel, .
'.otheir intention was merely to trade, and they wanted their ships
to visit the Eastern ports, purchase their goods and return as
soon as possible. This can be called as an voyage stage. In
this stage the ship merely stayed at a port long enocugh to sell
and buy and did not involve many‘native considerations regarding
the customs and port duties3s. The idea of a voyage could not go
for long and soon recognised the importénce of having a
settlement on the coasts. The reasons for this could have bheen
that cotton being a seasonal crop, textiles production and prices
varied seasonally. Theré{ore composition and volume of trade
were conditioned to a greater extent by the ability 64 farmers to
create a surplus not only fér feood crops, but also for commerical
crops 39. VThe ports , atvthis.stage, on the Caromandel did not
offer much to the trading ships which came to these ports. The
ships at times had to wait for long in order to take the
merchandise. This waiting of the ships could damage them as
these were berthed in the open sea. The euraopean companies
37. Moreland, opcit, p-20-
38. Ibid, p.223
39. K.N. Chaudhari opcit, p.27, also refer Holden Furber wheré he

says that Factories became important because of the necessity of
collecting the companies chief exports from India, p.13

13



soon deQeloped interest 1in other itéms also, 1like 1indigo,

'diamonds; etc., and thus their area of operation extendedam.
Because of the diversed items on their list, they wanted to have
a general place "where their homeward and ocutward bound fleets
could load and unload their cargoes, and where the goods from the
entrépoi. trade of Asia could be col[ected; stored .and
transhipped"41. With the'formation of Joint stock companies by
both by the Dutch andﬁthe English'was a fundamental change in the
combany’s policies. The Dutch who initheir early wvoyages avoided
any type of confrontatioﬁ with the Portuguese are now determined
to ocust. them from Asia, for which they realiséd the importance of
having baées in the eastern seasaz. The growing militant
character among the companies especially between the poktuguse
and the Dutch and the Dutch, and the-English on the otherhand, to
oust each other méde them to look for bases in the Asian waters.
Here comes the emergence of factories by the companiés.

The establishment of settlements was not a new phenomenon in
India, and._is as old as foreign trade in  India. In ancient

times, there was a Roman settlement in south India, and foreign

settlements increased with the domination of Muslim merchants in

\dov \A.

41. Chaudhari, K.N. Trading Wsxx of Asia and the English East
India Company, 1660-176@0, New Delhi, 1978, p.43

42. Boxer C.R..T%e Dutch Sea borne empire, p.189

43&,Moreland, W.H. aopcit, p.19. If we study the constitution of
these companies they stress on construction of Factories and

Forts, as the dutch or could build Fortresses and establish
bases, appoint generals and levy troops. Ref. taken from Khan,
S.A. East India Trade in the Seventeenth century, p.46
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the Indian oceanqs. Since time ocut of history merchants lived in
a separate residential quarter and enjoyed some autonomy44.
Though the settlements were common in India, the Europeans
introduced what is called a "Factory’, which in those days was
Just a godown where the goods to be transhipped and brought from
outsider were stored. The factories had their origin in Venetian
and other Italian Merchants,and in la£er times 1t became
portuguese FEiTDRIES which was taken by-the Dutch who called
it FACTORIJEN and the English the FACTURIESQS.

VFor a Euraopean company a tradiﬁé settlement meant some

édvantages. [t meant a relative automonmy to it, through which

they could check baoth the native as well as their European

counter parts. It also meant a relative axis to the merchants of
' te

that region. It was these factores which generally attractead

the artisans and later took the form of towns. However, we

cannot conclude that every factory became a town. In India . many

weavers flocked to these factarées to work there. - The
establishment of factories was -generally done by getting
privileges from the native rulers. The general idea behind a

_factory for the comapnies was to have a rende¥ouz and to have

44 A

relative independent Jjurisdiction . company was given

permisssion for the settlement through Farmans or Royal

4%, From the 1@th century onwardé, merchants became the chief
commerical community on the West coast and had settlements there.
On the East coast, Madura was a Muslim settlement in 105@ A.D.

Appadorai, A., aopcit, p.15a
44, Boxer C.R. opcit., p.188

45. Ibid p.188

46. Mareland opcit,p.224
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- decrees (need not necessarily 5§ given by the kindf7 allowing the
companies to trade. These farm;ns also gave some concessions to
the combanies securing them ' certain terms in matters of
commerce48. This permission was readily granted and a series of
factories were built in most important parts of Asia. The native
kings had their own interest, apart from getting regulaf reveﬁue
which was their primary interest. They prefefred-other Europeans
‘to the Po?tuguése and were not sorry to see one European pitted
against the other49. The natives took the guarantee from the
Europeans th;t their territory would be defended froh fhe
Portuguese attacks in exchange for the rights to erect factoreis
and forts and trading p?ivileges. The trading privileges
generally given at a factory were purely eConomic;: like
concessions on  customs duties, port duties [often fixed in
lumpsum émount] embarcation and disembarcation, weighing duties,
town duties and transit duties,etc.sm.

Thd&gﬁ these royal decrees gave the companies some economic
benefité .as well as saome relatiQe autonomy, these were still
exposed ﬁo great dangetrs in the faorm of mutual European economic
ripalries, problems with local administration and thé hazardé of

war . Facteories which were generally located on the ports were

not a sole property of anmy individual company. Some port could

47. Governors also gave permission for establishiment of such
settlements e.g., at Masulipatam. Also see Moreland Relations of

Golconda, p. xxii
48. Moreland, opcit, p.226
49.. Khan, S.A. Opcit, p.17

5a. Arasératnam o cit, p.6s i

16



as was the case at Masulipatam;’where both the Dutéh (1603) and
the English (1611) established their factories. This could mean
that two in order to procure theik required goods ‘both the
companies succumbed to unhealthy competition, and bribing the

St

local officials Sometimes, disputes between a company and

native administration arose over the payments of customes and
other forms of duties which the companies théught arbitrary and
unwaranted. The local official§ were particularly aQerse to the
exemption of transit duties ané internal éustoms.which was part
of theif’salarysz. The next iéportant drawback 1in ;the factofy
was, that it was exposed to thé local wars. Local ‘wars almost
paralysed the trade from the port. The weavears ého came to

settle in them could not get protection from the companies side.

1

A better proposition over the factory than would be a place

with a greater autonomy andrlarger concessions. The erection of
forts would solve these to a greatef extent. The disadvantages
faced 1in the factories were generally overcome 1in forts. The

founding of a fort has two motives (1) they desired to be
independent of local offocials and (2) to avoid the economic
; . . 53 YO‘(\'\-\ vege
rivalries between the companies™ . It was the who
introduced the Fortified factories in India in order to get more
security. The Dutch were quick to follow the portuguse, "where

they were apt to feel insecure in an Asian market which they did not

51. Boxer, C.R., p.188

52. Arasartnam, p.75,

T - e

53. Moreland, p.232
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understand - and thought that they needed some forts where their
persons and their goods would not be liable to arbitrary seizure
and where they could provision and repair their hips in
sqcuritysa. The next i1mportant consideration for their
cdﬁstruction was that they wanted to be safe from other European
companies. For example, Pulicats transformation from factory to
fort was due to tﬁe hostilities between the . Dutch and the
Portuguese at santhomess. In the same way the first English fort
of Armogon was intended to escape from the goyesrnoré and rulers
of Golconda.

I¥f a factory was established, by taking,farmaﬁs permission
for construction of a fort was obtained by them either by a grant
of a piece of land or by the purchaée of land from the alongwith
native powers administrative and political immunities. Thesé
gfants gave them many immunities which almost made\them'to take
the form of a ‘city-state’. Study of the graht> given to the
English to construct a fort at ﬁadras would reveal the advantages
derived by them. |

"eeveee..1n behalt of the Hon'ble company for their trading‘
and fortefying at Madrasapatnam....covering their trading in our
territories and friendly commerce with out subjects; we out of
our spetiall love and favourto the English, doe graﬁt unto the
said captain....power to directe and order the building of a fort
and castel in or about Madraspatnam....we do confirm....full
power and”authority to govern and di;pose of the government {for
S4. Boxer, c.R., gpcit p.is8

55. Moreland opcit, p.229
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the terms and space of two years... morecver, whatsoever vgoods
for merchandise the English company shall either import ‘or
export, for as much as the duties and cutoms of Madrasapatnam,
they shall not only.for the pre—-mentioned period which they enjoy
" the govaernment,A but even after be customs free....shall
berpetually enjoy privileges of mintage without payiég any deWas
and dyties.....2®, |
. The European compénieé were, thus, able to secure very
important political and economic concessions. The right to
administer, according to their own rules and regulations, their
own judiciary, right to collect taxes/fents from the native
inhabitants 1in a sense gave»them semi-sovereign status. 0On the
economic front, fixed rent meant that large—-scale savings with
the increase in the volume of trade. They were also allowed to
populate the forts with artisans and otheré who were associated
with their trading activ;ties. These artisans thus became
dependent on the trading company fér the <sale of their -
production. On the other hand, company got its required goods in -
time irrespective vof external developments. Since, companies
maintainel garyissons it migﬁt have given tﬁeir a sense of
security - while it might havé been used threatening against the
inhabitants of the fort.
"For Moreland, the journey from voyage to Factory to fort is
.the 17th century phenomenﬁn and 1s introduced by the Dutch57

e s o — —— e = il = Bt e - = T S = o i o Y = S e e - —— — — o S — ho

S6. Original correspondence series No. 1690 22nd July 1639, cited
in Love H.D; Vestiges of Qld Madras, Val I, London 1913, p. 17-
18.

N U
57. Moreland W.H., Dutch Sources of Indian History 1390 to 16350,
Journal of Indian History, Vol 11, 1922 and 1923.

A\
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Moreland 1is, however, wrong in s€aying this because, the idea of
Forts was the portugd%e phenomenon as they ﬁad settlements‘ on
both sides of the peninsula. Moreland is correct to the extent
that the chain i.e., from voyaqe, to factory, to fort and finally
to territorial acquisition can be studied as a shift from
commerce to politics which later helped the companies td become
the colonial pow?rs in the Eighteenth century®.

This work primarily deals with two aspects of the European
settleménts on the Coromandel coast.

(1) It studies the causes for the shift in the European
settlements from the Northern Coromandel to the Southern
Coromandel. This can be explained by the fact that, the South
East Asian regions -needed'a pérticular variety of textiles
 (patterned goods) . The Europeans who bartered Indian textiles
for spices had to search for this variety of cloth and soon it
was found that they were available inAthe Southern region of the
same coast, particularly in the vicinity of Pulicat region.

{(2) It also studies a2 shift from a {actory to Fort on the
Coromandel ' coast. The Europeans 1initially established their
factories at_various places, but socon found out ﬁhat these places
are 1inseparable from the local administrative and political
conditions, which hampered their peaceful trade. Therefare, in
order to protect their trade, these companies were seeking
independent jurisdiction for themselves in order to trade freely
wifhout any interference of these local conditions. Hence, we
have Europeans constantly stressing on the Fdrts rather than on‘
Factories.

These above mentioned arguments can be seen at two levels.
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Firstly, the expansion of the market made the Europeans to move

to those places where they would get the required material, which

had indispensible link -to South East Asian region. Secondly, the

internal disturbances made them to.ldok for places where they can
haQe peaceful tradé irrespective of the Indians again to cater
their South.East Asian Markets.“

This work Eh&hﬁﬁ' deals with two towns on the Coromandel,
Masulipétam‘and Madras, one being a factory aﬁd the other a Fort,
and attempts to study a shift in the european sé£tlemént péttern
from the former to latter on the Coromandel. By the end of the
S8eventheenth century, on the Coromandel, one can see a general
shift 1n the settlement from northern Coromandel tou southern
Coromandel. This is becéuse of various factors like economic {or

the type of cloth proured} administrative [the role of 1local

officialsl, Political conditions "~ (frequent wars and natural

*calamities {Famines cyclones?. All these factors overlapped ‘with

each other, creating comblexities to the traders, who-hence opted
a better base down south. The problems faced by them in .their
first Indian factories, led them to go for secured bases which
cannot be hampered by the local conditions. It is also evident
from the study of the settlements on the Coromandel, that not a
single fort existed on the Northern part. It means that the
europeans were going far from the local centralised governments
like Qetbshabﬁs and Mughals in the initial years, Qho genefally
did not permit them to construct Forts. It was these Forts,

which later became the famous centres of not only tfade but also

centres of politics. DSS e Diss
756,“&(\\; c° L 954.820258
b R2466 Ma .

21

™9 T -
: ngr | TH2993




TH 2A%3

CHAPTER II




CHAPTER 2

MﬂSULIPAfAM — A FACTORY IN THE
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY COROMANDEL
Though, the Arabs claimed to have founded the port in the

. 1 v
14th century , it was an ancient port known as Masalia to

Hippolaus (C.60 A.D) and Maisocla to Ptolemy (C. 98-168 A.D). The
later Indo-Persian chronicles of the Gutbshaki period mention

) 2
this as Bandar-I-Mubarak in the later times .

The rise of this town can be attribqted to the rise and then
stabilisation of the Kingdoh of Goléonda in the Sixteeﬂﬁ] century.
The Gutb%hahis an off shoot of the Bahmanies, established the
Kingdom of Goxconda and made_}t their.cap;tal. Golconda hitherto
was Jjust an outpost under the Bahmanies. .But, with Golconda
coming into prominence, this port became important. " The seabarne
trade of .the kingdom embraced the whole coastline of modern
Andhra Pradesh, nearly 96@ miles and covered Srikakulam,
Rajamundry, &ondapalli and quulipatam. " While Mgsulipatam was
the chief port, Bimlipatnam, Narsapurpeta, Vishakapatnam and
Petapoli were the other major outlets of the Golconda Kingdom.
The rise of Masuiipatam as a port town, and 1its trading
conditions were closely associated with the rise and political
fortunes of the Golconda staté. The trade curve of this port

3

represented the stable and unstable conditions of the Sfate .
1. Burhan's Tuzuk-i-Waljahi Vol.l, P.392, cited by Alam S
"Musulipatam—-A Metropolitan port in the 17th century". Islamic
Culture 1999, p. 169

2. Majumdar, R.C., The Classical Accounts of india, Calcutta,
1981, p.307

3. Alom, S.M. p. 169
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By the late sixteenth century, Masulipatam came to be recognised
as an important port town; trading with coastal regions of
i

. 4
peninsular India as well as Pegq, Malacca in South East Asia .

Like mast of tﬁe ports on:the Coromandel, Masulipatam was
also not gifted with‘a natural;facilities,. Infact the port had
many disadvantages. Th;s place has a river, §but unfit for ships
to; entef, iﬁ beihg shallow and .narrow’ ... "the ships which come
here, namely the Dutch and the énglish,_must lie aboﬁt a mile off
the shore,bgcause it 1is absolutély flat. The ground is very soft

: s . :
. o
and the ships had to lie in 3 or 4 fathoms . - Most of the ships

though needed a minimum of 3 or 4 fathoms, the river channel
fluctuated between 3 and 18 feet, which made the ships to anchor:
in the open seas, expased to cyclones, for which the coast was

&
notoriocus . 0One traveller mentions that in the rainy season the

land along the coast usually got flooded with water flowing from
the mountains, the river could not dischange the water and

5
consequently spteads over the country causing great damagev. The

port was virtually <ciosed during the monsoon seasoné,
particularly thé NorthEast monsoon which struck the coast during
the October-December months and its road stread being oapen and
unprotected. One mere disadvantage was that there was no direct

4. Moreland, W.H. India at the death of Akbar, Delhi, 1262, p. 44

3. Moreland, W.H. ed. Relation of Golconda in the (7th century,
(Schorer’'s relations), p.35

6. Because of the cyclone in 1641 the ship 'Advice’ was damaged.
Foster William ed. English Factories in India (hereforth EFI)
1637-41, p.288. Also, for cyclones Methwold says that in  July,
August, September and October-the rain was predominant and are
vioclent .. ‘with such that houses loose foundations...and
fall to ground..receiving floods to rice grounds [Relations
Methwold, p.71

7. Ananymous, Relations, opcit p.é8

23



cbmmunicafion between the éhips'ahd the port as the land between
was marshy and the passage was difficult. This isolation of the
ships from thetrading places was felt by the English factors when
their ships were totally cut off by the lécal officers by
stopping the communications between the sﬁip and the shore, with
the result the English ships ns—e.suf{ered from want of.water and
, 8
provisions .
However the coast near the ;ort had some natural advantagés
also. Travernier who visited thisvplace felt that the importance

of this place lay in its anchorage, which was considered the best

? .
in the 'Bay of Bengal . The river was reasonably free from

1@
silting and the boats had an easy passage upstream . The port

was located on the Northern side of the river Krishna, during
this time the river was enchoraching southwards and the port was

11
not disturbed by its deltaic advancements

Regarding.the town, information is very scanty and iF looks
like the town and the port were differently located. Inforﬁation
about the lay-out and settlements 1is availabie from the Eurgpean
sourcgs only. For earlier period, there is no evidence on the
basis of which any discussion could be initiated. The town 1is
made up of three parts— the fort, the native quarter and the

12
European quarter with the Fort being close to the sea .

8. EFL 1661-64, p.174

2. V. Ball and William Crooke ed and Tr. ]éveinier, TRravels in
India, India, Vol 1, p.141

10. Manwal of Administration of Madras Presidency vol.l1I, P. 144

11. Alam, S.M. opcit, p.172

12. Imperial Gazetter of India, Provicial series, Madras, Vol I,
Delhi 1985, p.323
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European records say that the road in westerly direction led to

13 .
the native town which was half a mile up of the river . The town

itself was small but populous'and worse situated. Methwold says
that it was with the conveninece of the road stead that it made
fit for thée merchants of both foreign and natives to visit the

14
coast . The town was not walled and the houses were not high in

the +first half of the 17th century. It is mentioned that the
streets were narrow and the houses were separated from one

15

another . Fryer who Qisited the town, mentions that the streets
are broad, with lofty Vbuildings constructed . of wood and
16

‘*plaster ~. - The above sfatements can lead us to two conclusions.
Onermis that that the city exp’éﬁdgd_during the Fryefé visit and
the second can be that Fryér was ,probabiy referring "to the
European quarter of the to@n'and not the main town. _The“sécond'
one is moreyhléusible because when Master descfibed the town,  he
says' that "the towne of the Metchelepatnam stands about half a
mile from the sea, a small creek with a bar#vto it going up to"
it, and every spring tide thé water overflows round abothh the
towns, see that there 1is no going out but upon two wodden

, 17
bridges...and the towns 1is ill situated... . The Eqropean

quarter was located near the coast and for example the Dutch

13, TGS, et gl P- 323 )

: Mgthmou i
14. Setmmersg’ relations p. W6 . : ‘ ) \
15. Sen S.N. Indian Travels of Therenot and Carreri, New Delhi

1949, Therenot, p.144

16. " William Crooke ed, John Fryer, A new account of East India
and Persia, 1672-81 in 3 vols. London 1909, vol. 1p.8@.
17. Master styensham,_ The Diaries of Streynsham Master 14675-168@

Temple R.C. ed. in two vols, vol 2, p.l1l1é6
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: 18
factory was located in a place called Valanudupalem at Masula .

The early settlements had one disédvantage in their 'location as
they were located in saltmarshes. An English merchant described
the Dutch settlement thus "no living creature but fof a Dutchman,

é Fraog or an alligator would hgave selected this faor

19
habitation . Because of this the factories were cgt off from

the main town.

The natural disadvéntages3o{ this port did not prevent it
from becoming an important port;town on the Loromandal. This 1is
because of its central locatioé which enabled it to absorb the
rich productions of the interior alluvial and black =soils. The
bort depended mainly on its hinternland for its exports and the
rich kingdom of the Qutbshahis helped the port in importing the
goods from >various parts of thérworld. Along the coast was a
narrow strip of fertile lana, thch included Krishna and Godavari
deltas whére dye-vyielding crops 1ike chey and indigo were

20
produced for meeting the requirment of the weaving Industry

Cotton textiles formed the bulk of thé exports from this port.
The extent‘of the hinterland whi;h the port absorbed was upto 350

21
miles , but production centres within the range of 100 miles

provided . bulk of the requirement. Bowrey speaks of Masulipatam

18. Mathew K.S. ‘Masulipatam and Maritime Trade in- the
Seventheenth century, A.P. History Congress {Reprint) 19864, p.1

19. Poonen, T.1, "Early H}story of Dutch Factories of Masulipatam
and Petapoli (160-5-1636) JIH, 1949, p.2&3

20. Relations gpcit p. xcii-—-xviii
21, Comerweley was a place near Golconda which was famous {6*

Betilles and it is said that the English company procured goods
from this place,. Ref. Master, S. vol. 11, P.11@
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"as the greatest Bazaar of ‘these parts for 100 miles in

. 22
- circut” . The port +for its goods depended on the weaving

settlemts/ on the coast, and most of the goods were supplied by
Krishna and Godavari districts where there was high concentration
of weaver settlements. The cloth produced here was both of a
white variety or generally calicoes, and paintings (later on
kh;on as kalankari). The calico (plain goods) had a wide 'marke£
both internally and externally. Methowld says that ‘calicoes of
all <corts "are in this place as cheép and plentifull as in any
- other parts of the country, but di{ferenf in their making and

23 .
easily distinguished from any other place . He fqrther says -that

the cloth, “the paintings aof this coast of Coromandel (are)
vfémous «...and are indeed the most exquisite that are seen...and
with such durable colours that, not withstanding they often be

. 24
washed, the colours fade not whilst the clothe laseth . There

was particular localisation in the production as for “example
Betilles (generally used as veils or called as white muslin) was
avéiLable only in Masalipatam. Llocalisation led to the cheapness

25
of goods at Masulipatam as was the case of Morees .

‘Most of these cotton products are 'produced' in various
weaving settlements, spread mostly in the districts of Krishna and

Godbavari. The eastern tanks of GodRavari delta was particularly

22. Temﬁle, R.C. ed. Thomas Bowrey, Journey into the

countries around Bay of Bengal, p.l1@6

—~
T
z

23. Relations Methwold, P.35

24. Ibid p.35

25. EFl1622-23 p.103

27



the area where weavers were concentrated. The Duﬁh +tactors at
.the end of the Seventeenth century identified Dulla and Vemagiri
as being important sources of cloth, their main market place

26
being Teeparu or modern Tanuku , which was also a place from

which coarse cotton cloth was exported. During the same period
it is seen that number of looms always exceed the numbef of
households and the minimum number of looms found in this district
were 735086. The volumé of textile production can be ;stimated

from the following table, where three villages and three

varieties-Guinees, Salempores and Betellies are taken.

: 27

TEXTILE PRODUCTION IN THREE VILLAGES OF EAST GODAVARI

Villages Weaven Households Total Production Qutput/
in Yards Household Yards
28

Tuni S2@-660 1,090,006 1,816-2188
Ponara ' 350 577,000 - 1,648
(Ponneru) : :
Oupare 158 266,088 1,566

Palakolla was an important trading place and the Dutch had a

29
factary there and they paid an annual rent to this place .

This place was famous for salempores, longcloth, Morees and

dyeing, fraom where the goods are taken, by flat bottomed boats to

26. Brennig, J.J. IESHR Vol. P.338 Tanuku 1is a taluq
headquarters in West Godavari district.

27. Ibid, p.343

28. From Tuni both the English and the Dutch procured cloth and

around Tuni two mare villages that were identifed were
Gopalapuram and Gondavaram. Ref. Arasaratnam, p.51

29. Sen, s.N. Theyengt, p.148
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a place called "Vintera’ and then by road transport to the port

. , 30
of Masulipatam . Draksharama (now a famous pilgrime centre) was

also identified a major centre of marketing and it is found that

31 :
there were 15 villages round this place coming down a bit saouth

two important piaces for cotton textiles were Madapollem' and
Virdsvaram. It must be remembered that these places came into
prominence with the arrival of, European traders ~and the
éstabiishment of their factories here. Regardihg Madapollem 1t
is mentioned th;t it "is é factory fitt to be continued .and

afford vyearly greater quality of calico...all the country meare

“52

it being weavers... . ‘This‘piace was 1in fact given seperate
funds by the English to procuré the cloth. It had the highest

334H
wéaving capacity and the English had their factory there . Just

north of Madapollem was Virasvaram, generally referred to as
Virashanoore - by the English factors. The English Hhad acguired
trading privileges to trade here in 1634 and later on opened a

A

34
Factory . A letter describing this place says that Virasvaram”

is a town not only inhabited for the most part with weavexs
itself but is enviroined with many other villages that area

filled with 1like occupation...and good for cloth required 1in

38. Arasoratnam, p.92
31. Brennig, p.338

32. Fawcettcharles ed, English Factories in India (New Series),
11, Oxford, 1952, p-198

33. The English had a factory there but abandoned it in 1688 and
resettled in 16%98. Arasaratnam, p.32

34. Bruce John, Annals of East India company in 3 Vols, London
1810, vol. 1, p.326-327 (hereafter Bruce Annals)
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» 35
Europe on the Southwards . Even when the company decided to

) 36
have only two settlements on the coast ., the factors wanted to

retain Virasavaram, as they found that most of the white cloth
that was available in Mqéulipatman was brought from the villages

. . 37
adjecent to Visavaram R

To the north of Masulipatam is located Elluru district. 1t
is about 60 miles from the port. Around this district twelve

- 38
weaving villages were identified . The town Elluru was +famous

for carpets, woollen products apart from Paréellas, Salempores
and Betilles. Masulipatam had directly connected with a road
with Elluru. The most importan{.hinterland for this port was
Krishna delta comprising of the present day Guntur and Krishna
districts. The area around éapatla wasvidentified as important
place. for weaving and the known cen{res were ‘Vantapooly’
(Vetapalem) and Nayavapooly’' {(Nayanapalli) where coarse cloth

39 v
could be procurred . Around Vetepalem, about 6@ wmiles south

west of Masulipatam, 14 weaving villages wére located which were
known for Salempores, Betellies, and Ginghams varieties of c}oth.
Krishna district was the heart for the port, and thi; had highly
concentréted weaving settlements. This district also produced
substantial quantities of rice which was sent to the deficit

35. EFI1 1634-36 p.296

36, It must be remembered that through the 17th century, the
English had problems with capital to make necessary investments.
Hence they periodically abandoned some factories and kept only
some factories for their trade. Ref. EFL1655-60,p.5

37. EFI 1655-68, p.39

38. Arasaratham P.93
39. EFI-163H-33 p.230
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areas.

Even in the immediate vicinity of Masulipatam a large number
of weaving centres were located. Between Masulipatam and Ellure
as ﬁany as 32 weaving settlemts were identified. Schore’'s wrote
that there were many weavers in the neighbourhood as there were

40
along the coast . Bowrey who visited this place also found many

indigenous tradesmen especially weavers and chint makers in the
near vicinity of 2,3 or 4 miles.

Though cotton textile was most important item of trade the
kingdom of Golconda also exported iron and steel, indigo and
diamongs ; mainly from Nasulipatém. Methwold reports, in the
early 17th century, that a ;arge quantity of iron and steel was
produced in the “kingdom of Gélconda to be transported to

41 42
different parts of India . Nagalwanche was the main centre

43
from where iron was sent to Narsapurpeta and other places .

Other known centres iron samelting was procurred were Santomannem

a4
and Sringeri which were about 10@ miles from Golconda town. .

. . 45
Most of the Iron was either exported or sent to Narsapurpeta .

Diamonds were the next important item for export for which

. schotey, Relabions p- 6l
48. Boewrey Themeos F-===4

41. Methwold relations p.34

42. Located in modern Khammam district in Telengana region

43. Master S. Voi.II, p.113 |

44, Arasaratnam p.o4

45. Tavernier mentions thHat Batawia could sell 1000 vpicu]s of
Iron and 38,000 pieces of steel annually and these items were

requested from Masulipatam. Tavernier Travels Vol 11, p.239, 25t.
Also Bowrey, Thomas, p. 1@2 4 7
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Bolconda acquired world wide fame. Diamonds were exported from

this  place traditionally, but with discovery of a new mine ‘at

446
Kolluru s the diamond industry received further, impetus. The

Kolluru mine was inhabited with arcund 100,800 souls, but on an
average of 60,8008 people worked there. The other diamond mines
were Vajrakarur in Anantépur district and at Golconda. These

mines were controlled directly by the king of Golconda, but were

47
generally farmed out to the natives ar to .the  Europeans -

Indigo, was abudantly produced though not on a comparable scale
with northnlndian production centres. The main indigo production

48
centres where Nagalwanche and Palawanche while most of the

was also exported from Masﬁlipatam.

Apart from these majoar commodities, products like lac  and

49 _ ,
Tobacco . were also produced, but these were not part of export

trade and had, perhaps, no bearing on the economy of the region.
_If the rise ofAfhe port of‘Masulipatam is attributed to the
stabilisation of the politics in South India, the economy of the‘
town and its coming into prominance as an entrepot and thereby
becoming .an urban metroplis is attributed to the caming of the
Eurcpeans. All most all the_Europeans had their settlements here

44, Kolluru mine in Krishna district was discovered in 14628 by
an ancient, and from then on it became the chief diamond Mmifle of
Qchonda..Ref. Joaverniey vol.IIl, p

[~
47. The duth took the diamond mines by paying 10,0800 pagodas in
cash. They -also had a Mill at Bandar to store the diamonds.
Ref. EFI-1622-23, p.221

48. SchotYar reltions, p.61
49. Methwold Relations, p.45, p.36,37, Tobacco was introduced in

India in the 17th century
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in the form of factories, the éhe first being the Dutch and the
last the French. The prominence of this place is explained by an
Englisﬁv factor from Varisvaram ‘as or a Metropolitan port and
Factorysm. It was with the}dawn of the 17th century that
Masulipatam became a heven of Séveral European traders who wanted
to obtain textiles and other pfoducts. The rich hinterland of
thisr area speeded up production in various‘sectors. The demand
for indian commodities in the European markets gave millip to the
martime trade of this town. With textiles becoming an important
;dmmodity for export a large number of weavers began to settle in
an around the Masulipatam port. The growiAg market for textiles
enhanced_the production of cotton (the extent of its cultivation
is not clear) which is evident from the proliferation of weaving
activities in more and more villages. Even the native kiﬁgdom of
Golconda saw Masulipatam as the most coveted place and saw to it
‘that trade be facilitated from here.

The Dutch were the first to come tothis place (1605) and
realiée the imortance of having a permanent settlement here.
These settlements generally called as a factory was an 'Européan
phenomenon. Masulipatam soon becaﬁe the most importqnt factory
for the Dutéh on the coast. "Factories are merely trading
establishments for the transéction of business and the ware

housing of goods under the general jurisdiction of the nearest

o1

local representative of the king or the emperor” . In 1606
S@. EFI1655-66 p.261
51. Sarkar &§.C., Harihar Das ed., The Norris Embassy to

Aurangazeb 1699-17@2 Calcutta 1959 p-xvi

i -
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negotiations began for the establishment of regular factories.
They got permission easily at Nizampatam but the demands of

Governor at Musulipatam made the Dutch go to the king to obtain a

grant to this \effect52. The king readily granted them the

~trading privileges and also gave them concessions, on the

condition that they pay 4% customs duty on the exports and the

importsss. In.1612, the 4% duty Qt Masuiipatam was commuted
into fixed payment of 30082 pagbdas per annum54. However, by
1617, it was felt thaf'it would be better if they paid WQZ duty
rather thén q fixed sum because the supplies to Surat and West
Asia would go direttly herefdrthss.

Meanwhile, then English also véntured into Coromandel and
their voyage under Pe§§ér;FiOris in the ship "GLOBE" landed in -

Petapoli and then,at'Musulipatam56. Before actually going to

ngilipat;m; .it looks like Floris sent presents to\Mir Jumé1;$7
Once éffef‘ reaching the pléce it looks that the English faced
problems with the Governor.:However, in 1613 they got a caul at 4
per cent, the king alsoméaVe them permission to build a house or

. L , .
T a casggse . . This is how the Europeans started their settlements

52. Moreland W.H., Relations p. xxii

353. Prakash O0OM, The Dutch Factories in India 1617-1623. Delhi,
1984, p-é

S54. Schorer' s Relatiaons p—~65
55. Prakash 0OM, p—32

S6. Purchas Samuel, Hycluthus posthumus or Purchas his pilgrims
in 20 Vols, Vol. 111, p—-3@8

57. 1bid., . p.322
58. lhid., p.337
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in this town. Both the companies established their factories and

were located near the sea front which was very convenient

when the sea rose.

had vacant land generally used for residénces ang
washing the cloth>” .

The basic advantaqge the factories

effectiveness  in mode of procurement.

had

For example,

except

In the suburbs of the factory, the companies

storehouses for

was their

the Dutch

Board of Directors sent orders to Batavia with the list of goods

to be procurred (length and width of textiles

colour

combinations was mentioned), once the orders reached

with precise

the

chief regional factory (in case of Duﬁb it was Pulicat and Afor

the English ﬂdﬁulipatam) action was initiated to

-~of procurement both at the chief factory and

factories®®.  This meant that the factory needed

of heirarchy for its functioning. V' The English at

more than 8 factors who were asked to carry trade.

Likewise the Dutch alsoc had 9 factors in this

‘itself testifies the importance of Masulipatam
trade
the

of five factors per factory, found elsewere.

S9. Arasaratnam p.&48

608. Prakash 0OM, p.3-4

61. EFI 1634-36, p-49 :
&2. ﬁaster, S., Vol. I, p.6l1

centre for the Europeans because the number of factors

English and Dutch factories is more than the average

begin the wark

at subordinate

certain amount

Masulipatam had

effectivelybl.

place62 This

as a thriving
at

figure



The staff position in Masulipatam was designed to effect reqular
purcﬁases from the hinterland. An Upper Merchant was stationed
in the factory, to attend the general affairs of the factory. He
4was assisted by an under~mercﬁant to buy commodities from the
interior. There was a third man to assist the Upper Merchant.
Besides officials were recruited to carry cash to the interior to
purqﬁase textiles and other items and to bring them back to the
factory.

Farmans by the kings or by the local Governors further
facilitated the smooth working of the factories.v Basically the
Européans | at this ' stage ésked for tirmans for economic
considerations. Theybensured:

(1) better trading faci]ifies, asking the polity for
exemption ;rom | certain duties. vThe companies  aimed - at_
elimination of native merchants, and also at curbing if not
elimination of each other.

(2) With the "expansion of markets, the Europeans, for
various‘ reason§,vaiso wanted to go directly into the "hinterland
-and establish.their internal factories. '

(3) Firmans.of{icially recognised-the Europeans and any one
who molests them were punishable by the king (atleast in theory).
This made lot of weavers to come and settle.in ﬁhese factories,
which were relatively immune to local politics.

The véry idea that a foreign power establishing a +actory
necessarily meant that it has to get permissison, and in an
attempt the compénies asked for concessions also. For example,
the tompanies at Masulipatgm were given concessions as to pay

[ 4
only 4% on exports and imports and were exempted from the regqgular
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stamping and brokerage known as “tschapadglally”™ which came to
about 11263. Later, the Dutch were totally exempted +rom any
du£ies. The goods brought by native merchants was subject to 7%
of additional taxe§64. But if these items were brought under the
name of VOC, they wére exempted, and so in the hinterland the
purchases were made in the name of the VOC, and because of this
thetextiles - procufred by the company was cheaper than in‘ any
ather parts of the Coromandel. .The ex%sfenée af two companies in
the Samé placé necessarily meant economic rivalry. But when the
Europeans came to Masulipatah they alreaqy found Strong Muslim
and ‘Gentég‘ merchants operating in both internal and sea borne
trade. V“The Dutch till 1620°'s feared the 'Moors”’ and the
Portuguese ‘and not the Englishbs. Soon the English became a
strong contender if not in its investment, definitely a threat to
the dthh and. trade by their presence. Both the companies
competed not only in trade but also in obtaining firmans frém the
kingdom of. Golconda. This can be explained from thefact thét, 1+
one Ebmpény got' cqncessions, its rivals always +tried to get
simiiar_type of concessions. " For example in‘163@, the President
and the Council at Surat following the example o©of the Dutch
wahted.an agreement with the king of Golconda for the payment in

66

lieu of customs Mr.Thomas Joyce was sent to Masulipatam as the

agent to seek privileges of paying 1580 pagodas as dues annually:

&3. Schorer‘% Relations) p.&64
‘64, Mathew K.S, op.git p.6

65. Poonen T.I., “Dutch beginings in India proper 1580-1615"
(Reprint) Journal of Madras University, Madras, 1972, p.68

6. EFI [1630-337 p-xiii
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following the example of the Dutch67, As a result, the Englisﬁ
managed to get thé ‘Golden Farman’ wh;ch read...... "English shall
bring for their companies accouﬁt the customs and duties and
-.charge the waigher (?) and portar with-other officers of the
custom -house, and whatsoever 'accustomed demands [af]
Metﬁélepatnam.... which are usually paid b* otﬁer merchénts, both
in buying and selling, this customs duties and charges we in -our.

w68 These concessions

gracious favour remitted unto them....
gave definite -advantage to the Eutopean companies gver the local
traders. Fof'the state, 1t dﬁly‘ensured a steady 1ncome withoqt
a provision for revision according to volume of trade.

The next important ia&Vantagé the Farmans gave to the
companies was the direct access to the hinterland for procurement
of goods. .The kingdom of Golcqnda had various taxes and duties
like duties -of rivers and towns,‘transit duties and <city gate
to11°7. - By the time the goods actually reached the port the
prices went up and the 60mépanies had difficulty in buying them.
fhe Eurépeans also wanted . to take over the trade from the hands
of local Chittee and Komatee merchants>who had thriving 1inland
trade. It was again with the golden Farman that the English East
India Company ventured intoc the hinferland for the ﬁrst time.
Virasvaram was thus the first place in the hinterland a factory

was set up besides a factory of Golconda itself. Taking the

67. EFI (1634-36)  p-xxxiii
68. 1bid, p-14-15

69. EF1_1622-23, p-73
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17th century, both the companies had their inland factories which

became local markets and  then 1into the townships7®. It

is
noteworthy to see that individual towns and villages were
frequently taken in Farm by the Dutch and the English sometimes
for the companyand sometimes for private trade71. In the
factgry stage, however, these places which were farmed still came
unde? the general administration of the local kingdoms.

In 1628 Masulipatam had 7@@@ weévers settled in' this town
thé combanies offered them a definite market énd employment.
When John Fryer visitéd this town 1in 1670's he estimated the
populgtion of Masulipatam at 20@,@0072. The Dutch had a group of
paipters.under their direct contraol decorating the cloth brought
fromvtﬁe local weavers. However, this cannoct be called as fully
established ‘putting out system’', as the»weavers continued to awn
their tools of production73. To further strengthen their
operations, the Dutch initiataed td arganise Joint-stock
companies ofnon—-European merchants. These ‘companies'.could anly
%uﬁply their merchandise to the mover of the proposed and thus
were not allowed to operate independently. The capital df these
companies was made up of shares of merchants and the praofits were
distributed in proportion - tao the capitél invested by a

merchant74.

70. M«stw. s. vol, & ¢ 170

7. £, p-xxi _
72. Fryer John, Vol 1, p—-90. It is estimated that in 1620
around 7000 weavers were settled at Masulipatam. By 1670

population of the town had reached around 208,300

73. Raychaudhari Tépan, Jan Company, p—11

74. lbid., p-146-147, also see Arasaratnam, "Indian Merchants and
their Trading Methods C.178@8, IESHR, Vol. 111, 1966 p-86.
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‘In the trading world of Asia, in the 17th century, lwhile
Madras was a mere fishing village, CalcQtta a marsﬁy swamp and
Bombay an insignificant islet, Masulipatam was already a centre
of immense commercial importance75. The importance of
Masulipatam in the 16th and 17th centuries was expressed as a
"place where was prodﬁced excellentvfair’lines of cotton, of all
cologrs and woven with diverse sorts of flowers and figures very
fine ....... esteemed for its finer and cunning workmanshig76.
Trgde formed the back baene of this port from age%, but 1t is 1in
the lZﬁﬁ- century that we find a significant change in the
commodit* cémposition of the exports and importé froh India. The
trade of the Europeans, revoivéd round the ‘fntra—Asian trade’
and as far aS'FhE DQtCh wére céncerned, it was devised to sqpport
the‘Euro—Asian trade by enchancing the investment they managed to
get from Ho]land77. The Europeans‘calculated that the textiles
from the ccast’could be exchanged against spices, Chinese ware,
rarieties and gold. Masulipatam exported diffefent varieties of
cioth. These.MQarieties had good markets 1in Iimor, Amboina,
Molaccus, Patni, . Bantam, Batavia; Jambi, Achin, Acheh, Banda,
Siam and fennésarih. It is mentioned that many goods and Fine
commodities were procurred here viz., all sorts of fine calicées,
plain and coloured were especially fine Salempores, diverse sorts

75. There was a time when the English Factors thought of Making
it residency. The competition appears to be hetween Madras and
Masulipatam. EF1 1661-64, p. 52-53

)
76. Linschoten, Guoted by Poonen T.I. Early History of the Dutch
Factories, p—262

77. Mathew, K.S., p-4
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of chintz....were taken into most parts of India, Persia, Arabia,

v
China, as well as to England and Holland78.

Textiles were
exported by Muslim merchant apatt from the Europeans.

O0f the variety of textiles Batellies, longcloth,.sélemporis,
Guinea cloth were famous, and from the 2nd half of the 17th
centpry entered the Eurapean markets as well. It was frqm 1670s
thaf _the,demand fér Coromandel goods increased in Europe and by
Vthe end of the century about.two thirds of the exports, from the
Masulipatam port, were for the Europe7q .

The discovery of a new diamond mine in 1628 at a  place
called Gani(Kolluru) enhanced its trade. Diambnds from
Masulipatam were sent to Achin, Goa Ormuz, Persia, Allepo Turkey‘

8@

and to Europe . In fact in 1622, the Dutch factors ordered’

tﬁat diamonds.are preferred to coarser goods, and the quality 1is
to be emphasised81 . The.diamond mines were 4armed:out in 1623
for 268,082 pagodas and every diamond above 8 carats was to be
given to the king.at Hyderabadez. It is perhaps for this’ reason
that the Europeans had a +acfory in Hyderabad where best qualify
diamonds could be obtained. The Dugb had a say over this trade

in the 17th century as they took the diamond mine on farm by

paying 10,000 pagodas83 Though the English were well settled in

78. Poonen T.1. Early History p-263
79. Arasaratnam p-134

80. - Prakash OM, p-209

81. Ibig p-1T1
82. lhid p-248

83. EFI 1622-23  p-221
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this trade, the English bought diamonds only when the Dutch were

short of cash84.

Iron and steal from the Deccan were esteemed highly abroad
even . prior tQi the arrival o*ufhe Europeans and so these two
items continued to be exported from Masulipatam, to South East
Asian regions. About 96,088 pounds of iron and 20,000 pieces of
steel were sent fo Jakarta in 1629 from Masulipatams5 . Achin
was anotﬁer mérket faor fhis commodity. Apart froﬁ sending abroad
iron 3and’steel'wés sent to other parts in India, but was mainly
consumed by the Narsapurpeta harbour86 .

Indigo was ancther cémmodity which figured among the exports
-from Mqulipatam. Among tﬁe Europeans the butch. preferred this
trade, but the "Bnglish preferred the indigo from the Mughal
dominiqﬁ587. The Indigo prodqﬁtion was not on a very large scale. -
Véoon expansion in textile production increased its local
consumption snd barely left any quantity for é#port". |

AnothérAimportant export from Masulipatam constituted slaves

who were eagerly sought even mare than textiles, with a view to

populating and cultivating their colonies in Banda, Amboina,
Moluccas and Batavia by.the Dutch. Generally, slave trade
operated only when famine conditions are seen on the coast. In

1621, it was estimated that 2000 to I0AQB slaves were sent to

84. Ibid p-45, 49 and Methwold Relations, p-45
85. Mathew K.S. p-8
86. Methwold Relations p-34

87. Ibid p-36



Batavia and other pléceseg. Muslims also participated in this
trade.

The export potential of this town was neatly reciprqcated
with its imports. Perhpas no other port had this much advantage
of taking imports. The basic reason being its direct connection
with the capital and the richness of the Golconda nobility. The
baéig imports wére'campher (Achin) pepper, brim stone, -porceiin,
gold, Gumlac (Arragan)‘rubies'and saphires (Pegu) satin, silk,
Ringum (Iennasarim) and Euroﬁean.tloth. Masulipatam was the main
centre for spices and much of it was consumed iﬁ and around the
capital of Golconda&q. The Europeahs made profits in their sales
dueto egemptién in transit duties. The imported items wefe also
sédi as far as Bijapur, Burhampur, Surat and Agraqm. When the
demand for European goods increased-i£ is said that  costly

English goods'of 18 pounds and 20 pounds would sell at the court
92

of Golconda .

Apart from sea borne trade at Masulipatam coastal - and inlaﬁd
trade operations were briskly carried out. Here, the native
" merchants had our edge Qver.the foreigners. The Sérsians, Arabs
and the Gentoos (Telugu merchants) were the main stiness people.
The Hindu merchants were invplved more in the inland trade, the
most important being the kommittee caste "who by themselves oOr
their merchants, travell into the country, gathering up the

88@. Prakash GM, p—-177, 179, 210

88. Makepenta around Hyderabad ic identified as a market town for
all goods imported. Arasaratnam p—54

9. EF1 1622-23 p-137

NSW. EFI 1630-33 p-296
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calicoes from the weavers, and other commodities, which they sell
again in great par€els in the port towns to merchant
stranger...;931 _ On the other hand, the Persians who were
specially interested in the sea; bo?ne trade were invited by the
;
ruier of Golconda to settle in:his dominions. When Travernier,
in 1652, embarked on a ship at Gambroon bound to Masulipatam he
had4;a5 his co—passengerSvébout'IGD merchants, both Persians and
Americ;ns who were goiné for trad;Fs. Master meﬁtions that

"....ships of good burden belonging to the 'native inhabitants'

have constantly employed on voyages to Arakan, Pegu, Tannasery,

Queda, Mailaca, Johofe, 'Atcheen, Mocha Persia and
Maldives..... sent calicées cottén yarn; paihtaings, Iron and
steel and greive...... "942. The}moét'IUcrative overseas trade of

the natives, however; waé with éersia, where Golconda cloths and
Diamonds; Bengal sugar and Spices'were in great demand and in
return Persign horses, ;arpets'and attars were highly valued 1in
Gdlconda. The balance of trade betweeﬁ these two was always in
favour of the latter. -
Cbastal trade was very'ﬁrisgy and realising its important
”fhe kingdom carried on their owa'frade in small ships lading
grain and riqe where it 1s cheapest, selling it on the coast of
Vijayanagar where they got = the greatest benefit...“qgl
Masulipatam became the operating‘base and ships were sent to
?3. Methwold Relations p-16é
983. Travernier Vol [ p-205

9%. Master. S, Vol. II p-113

96. Methwold Relations p-39
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Bay ports and to southern paorts to trade in thoée ;:naw-bs.ql6 . The
English also realised the importance of the coastal trade and the
need to héve 2 small vessels well fitted for port to port t?ade
from 1&3@ onwards’¥, Generaly the coastal trade was carried 1in
privisions and was highly profitable during the times of féminé
and cher ﬁatural calamitiesqg,

 Ffeight trade was carried on from this place and the first
experiment >wés done by the Ehglish in thistield. Tt was " in:
163@, that:the”Engligh first thought of taking: the freight goods .

A The

from Masulipatam to Persia directly . native merchants

also encouraged the European freight vessels as they were better

100

equipped for safer navigation . Realising the importance of
_freight trade the English factors thought that ‘GEORGE - and
MARTHA' could be sent on hire for a voyage to Tennarriam Lnstaéead

aof lying idle in'Masulipatam ce.. a sum of 20@8 pagodas had been

offéredlma.

The Jlocation of Masulipatam on the Coromandel was central,
and hence the convéfgence of ships from Europe, Asia and other
parts was possible. Masulipatam naturally became an entrepot

tradihg centre. Masulipatam was a place where a sizeable stocks

102.

were stored to . be transhipped to other parts

‘9®. Ships used to sail from Masulipatam in JénUary ‘to Armogan,
Pulicat, Santhome, Tegnapatam, Porto-Noro, Nagapatam and to
Ceylon, Schorer’'s Relations p-77

9%. EFI 1630-33 p—-8S and EFI 1634-36, p-296

98. EFI_1646-165@, pxxvii
99588, EFL 1638-33

IO . Alam S.A. - p-17S

ol HBE. EFI_1661-1664, p-378-379
1@2.. EFL 1634-34, p-255(fn), 256
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@entions that the ‘‘rubies are distributed largely from
Masulipatam into the interior as far as Persia where these are
sold at great pro{its“lmg. It is known from the Engliesh factory
records that most of the ships of the EIC while proceeding to the
coast and the East Indies assembled at Masulipatam and from there
proceeded to their respective déstinations, and returned to
Masulipatam after getting return cargoes. :Masulipatam became so
important that, from this port townvthe English veantured into
new areas to make trade and found many’{actories, like Burhampur,
Tennasarim; Armagon, Madras etc.

Thg volume of trade carried on from the factories on
Masulipatam " was very high. Both the Dutch .and the English
invésted considerablé amount of money here. Trade in this country
was considered as very important ana many a times orders were
given that every means should be employed to increase 1t. OFf the
two companies the Dutch were the ﬁore prosperous and were doing
excellent business as they were better équipped with goods and
funds. In ;644, the English sent 66,328 pagodees to the coast of
which 108,928 were sent to Masulipatam for the payment of debts,

183 The

and therest 31,184 rials was invested in Mésulipataml
English trade was flourishing and its annual investment in the
port of Masulipatam.increased almost ten times within a decade,
from _ 12,388 pounds In 1631 to 165,008 pounds in 1641.
Thereafter, it fluctuated between 80,808 pounds and 0,020

pounds annually. Golconda and Masulipatam were the famous

.Bazaars of Gold and the stock of bullion always fetched ready
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moheyA‘for iﬁmediate investment. %he trade at Mocha was based on

. 4
exchange of gold for goods. #As for the Dutch their trade at
Masulipatém averaged Rs.600,000 a year throughout the seventeenth
centuryz}mq‘Their interest can further be seen from the fact that
the number of ships vovaging between Machilipatam and Gombroon as
well;as between Bay and the East Indies had &dlso increased. The
British factors .éonsidered the area safe for investment and,
tﬁere{ore, most of the treasure received at Madras used to be
sent to this placeijQ5.1Tm trade in-Golconda was mentioned by
Vthe British factors that they promise the return of 806,000
sterling yearly fraom this coastlmé.

The port could not last long, like many other trading
centres 1t suffered fraom cycles 0# bocom and slump in its trade..
Masulipatam, bgeographically had some inherent disadvantages.
Apart from being ill situated, the place wa encauréed by famines
and cyclones; which was a very common scene in the seventeenth
century.

The high specialisation of goods could not cater to the
needs of the expanding ;ommercial_activities 04.the natives, and
Europeans taken together and nowhere it is seen that technology
improved to produce more goods. This is ohe of the reasons why
Europeans ventured intovdifferent parts of the same coast in
search of new places for new and other varieties of productions.
124. Mathew K.S5. p-3 .
12%. Alam, S5.A p—180@ |

186." EF1 1634-36, p-325
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Nofthern Coromandel was devasted by wars between the. two
Muslim powers the:Mugua]s and the Gutbshahis. These wars were -
frequent in the seventeenth century, which affected the trade
badly. There was nothing much the Europeans could do about them

except to move to different places.

The unwise and high handéd attitude of the native “officials
had contributed much to the ruin of the port. They were hightly
corrupt and 1it. became almost . impossible at times for . the
Europeans to survive there. The corruption emerged as one can

see it from the very structure of the Kingdom.
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CHAPTER IIIX



SHIFT IN THE SETTLEMENT
FROM MASULIPATAM TO MADRAS

Ever since the Europeans had come anq established factories
in Masuiipétam they were seeking a suitable base in the South
Coromandel. Though Masulipatam offered considerable trade and,
the Euraopeans sooﬁ realised the importance o{.having'a settlement
in ﬁhe vicinity of Madras region. This shift cén be understood
with their general expansion of the markets in South East Asla
which reduired a specialised variety of textiles procurable .in
the southern regioﬁ of the Coromandel coast.Internally the
Europoeans faced certain difficulties in the kingdom of Golconda

. /
in the form of local administratione. Politically though the

Qutbshahis consolidatéd and gave stability in the Deccan in the
Seventeenth century they were frequently threatened and
attacked by the Mughals who this time were expanding southwards.
The problems following the conflict between the Mughals and
the Qutbshahis were faced by both the Dutch and the English
companies and therefore they had begun to venture into different
places in the south. The VOC soon established itself in Pulicat
(1610) and fortified it (1619). The English in addition bhad
the Dutch as a very powerful commercial rival better financial
strength and trade. Infact the shift from Masulipatam was a
desperate attempt made by the English to counteract the Dutch as
well to escape from the Golconda officials. The causes for the
shift therefore can be studied under four heads: a) search for
. a specialised textile producing zbne in the southern region,

beconomic rivalries between the Dutch and the English Companieé,

cltrouble caused by the native officials, and ‘d)political
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instability due to frequent wars.

The maritime trade for the major part of tﬁe Seventeenth
century in thevlndian subcontineﬁt had come under Intra-Asian
trade. Several branches of Intra-Asian trade could be
distinguished ahd most of these were connected with Southeast
Asian regions in general. Thus for example the Dutch who
est;blished their factories in the Coromandel had commercial
caontacts with Timor, Amboina, Moluctus,,Bantam, Batavia, Jambi,
‘Achin, Banda and Siam. - A host';f commodities especially several
varieties of textiles' from Coromandel found their way to the
above mentioned markets. Though most of the goods were to be
procurmsed in Masulipatam it was soon fbund by the Européans that
ogé—particular type of cloth, the patterned variety, was produced
in the southern parts of the Coromandell. Its' production was
concentratediin the vicinity of Pulicat. This is ’perhaps “the
réason why even the Portuguese had a settlement in Santhome - and
Naggpatnam where patterned cloth could.be procusred for their
':mékkets in the Southeast Asia’.The Dutch aléo diécovered the
_pptential of this piacevas Methwold mentions that Hollanders
>after some experience of tréde inAIndia finding commaodities of
Santhome and that coast to be very vendible;and to good profit in
Molaccus, Banda; Ambolina, Jawa, Sumatra and the other of these
ports thus wanted themselves to have factufies here i1n order to

have trade waith spice islands“3.§

1; Patterned goods generally were calLed ‘prints’ . The work was
mainly done on the coast. Ref: Moreland, Relations p-xix
2. Ibid:) p—Xii

3. Methwold, Relations, p-4



The production of this _cloth was considerably localised in
the parts of southern Coromandel which was admirably placed for
exports of textiles in view of the accessibility to binterland
and low.cost of production.Patterned variety of calico or muslin
was a highly specialised industry énd was considered as "much
better than at any other place on the.coast“4. It was perhaps
the .superior quality of dyeiﬁg spainting énd. printing of
textiles,'withvthe help of indigo undertaken in the vicinity
of Pulicat, Santhome, Madras, Nagapatnam and almost in the whole
of southern Coromandel that made it more populars.

The coﬁpanies also noticed an extensive production centres
in the South Coromandel whiéh were evenly placed as compared to
its Northén counterpart. As one moved vsouth of Masullpatam it
is noticed thaf not many villages which produced cloth existed
till one reached Pulicat and Armagon,b. From Nellore onwards
these >centres were found on much more - extensive scale. This
district was fémous for indigo grown near Ongole ;and Kandukur,
and the town itself was known for cotton cloths and fabrics,
especially of blue Salemporis which were éxported to Siamese,
Burmese and other markéts. South of Nellore was the Chinglput
district, one of the most concentrated areas of an export

7

ariented industry in the contemporary India’. It had Ponneru and

Arani apart from Pulicat noted for dyeing and washinga. Pulicat

3. Arasaratnam, p-98-9%

6. Ibid p—93

7. lbid  p-55

8. Imperial Gazetteer of India, p—-352
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itself¥ had many weaving suburbs which 1t specialised in
paintings for export market. Santhomg énd Madras alsao had
specialised weaving in painted and striped cotton and the staple
cloth like long cioth and patterned cloth were produced.

One major incentive, the Southern Coromandel offered was its
low ;cost of production and consequent low prices compared with
othe} places on the coast. The low cost o*Iproduction Qas due to
comparitive larger area under gogtén érop.' There is no evidence
o*h cottbn coming into these a;eas—by sea except. some yarn which
came from .Bengalg. Whereas in the Northern areé cotton was
brouggt on extensive scale from the Deccaﬁﬁnd Bujarat. _ Further
cost effectiveness was derived from the fact that most o; the
weaViné villages Qere 1ocated near the porté. Also the number of
ports 1in South Coromandel were greafer than in' the Northern
Coromandel. Further, the cloth produced here was purely for
exports in the settlements patronised by the European companies
wheré deying and painting work was undertaken, as in .Pulicatle.
;;his also méant a saving in the transit duties which otherwise
inflated the price of the commodity as in the northern Coromandel
where the price Iincreased sometimes twice ~or thrice of the
manufacture costll.

The rivalry between the trading compahies’sometimes assumed

serious prop&;ions. Though the companies preached peace among

themselves, in practice aimed at mutual elimination and if not

9. Arasaratnam, p-61

10.Ramaswamy Vijaya, Textiles and Weavers in Medieval South
India, Delhi, 1985, p-141

11. EFI, (1630-33), p-78
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elimination atleast curbing the trade ofthe rival party. The
Dutch at the voyage stage proceeded to the respective. markets
basically for trading, but with the establishment of VOC there
was a fundamental change in their policy. The VOC was given the
monopoly of the Dutch trade, and the directors empowered to
conclude treaties of peace and alliance, to wage defensive wars,
-and to build fortresses and stfongholds in their areas of
operationlz.” Thér English who were weak in their ‘orgsnisation
followed a more cautioHs line‘of non—interventi0n13. Initially
atleast for the first fifteen years of the establishment of VOC,
the Dutch were concerned about the Portuguese and not the
English14. The Dutch found Portuguese strong. Deliberate
attempts were made by the Dutch to contest the Portugesés
supremacy, and likewise the'Portuguese percf@ing the danger,
endé&oured both by force and diplomacy to thwart thg Dutch. | The
Dutch ships' on their way to Coromandel burnt the Portuguese

S and the Portuguese from their strongholds of Santhome and

ships1
Nagapatam attacked the Dutch on several occasions. In 1609 a
treaty was signed between Holland and Spain and a truce w;s
arranged for 12 years, this provided that the Dutch and the
Protuguese should not interfere in trade in the Asian waterslé.
The companies did not give much importance ﬁo these treaties and
in the year 1610 the Dutch sent Arend Meartsson with an armitise

12. Boxer C.R. The Dutch Seaborne, p-24

13. Bruce Annals, Vol.I, p-42

A\ . )
14, Poonen T.I, Dutch beginnings in India proper, 1580-16135,

Journal of Madras Universiﬁy”(reprint), Madras, 1972, p-9,14

15. Ibid, p-139
16. Moreland Relations, p—-xxiv
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to Tirupapaliyuk to start negotiations for the placel7. This

placé did not, however, satisfy the Dutch. Almost during the.
same time, in 1612, when a Dutch envoy was sent to Golconda to
negofiate for further concessions in Golconda, the Portuguese
plundered Pulicat. Immediately the Dutch entered into a fresh
agreement with ~Raja Venkatapati Nayak of Pulilcat. The most
important terms were that the Nayak agreed to build a fort for
the Dutch and also that he would not permit Portuguese in
Pulicat to dwell o; to trade and that. all persons and the
mercﬁants>shall beWPermitted to trade with the Dutch onlle. The
new fort was also to have a Hindu garrison. Thus, Pulicat became
the first Fdrtressrof the Dutch on the coast mainly as seen to
curb the Pé?tuguése plunders, and with this fort the Dutch could
sué?ssfully manage the trade from Southern Coromonael to Soufh
East Asia. . |

The qufuguesé - power declined rapidly and by 1658, with
Nagapatanam coming under the»Dutch, the Portuguese lost their
main trading_ﬁost and beﬁame an insignificant country trading on
the‘Coasth.

The seventeenth century saw the coming of the English to the
coast. Initially they were no rival to the Dutch, but by the

second half of the seventeenth century they had progressed much

17. Poonen T.I, Dutch beginings, p—34

18. This fort was named "Geldria’ and became the head'quarters of
VOC on the coast.

19. . Santhome declined mainly owing to Pulicat, which was called

‘bad neighboure’. The emergence of Pulicat as a power ful

stronghold was an important cause. Most of the ships that passed

this side were captured, and ‘hence Santhome declined’. Methwold
—_— >

Relations, p-13
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and emerged as imﬁortant rival to the Dutch, if not in its
finances and investment but definitely in the number of
settlements théy bad on the coast. Perhaps the problems faced
by the English were more severe when compared to any other
company. There was a time when the English did not even get good
housing at Masﬁlipatnam owing to thé Dutchzm. Throughaout the
>fiFsE half of the seventeenth century, the English were haunted
by the Dutch not only on the Corqmandel coast, but also in the
Souteast Asia. As early as in lbil wﬁen they first came to

Pulicat they were threathed by-tﬁg Dutch, forc{ng them to

Nizampatam and then to MasulipatamZI. Ever since they came to

Masulipatnam they tried to have-ausettiement in- the Southern
Coromandel, where both the ﬁﬁtch énd the Portuquese had already
settled. The problems faced by the English can be seen mainly at
the financial level..  0On both the grounds the Dutch were superior
to the'Engliéh.

Inaded?te finances appear to be“the major coé}faint for the
English during this period. Méét of the records of this period
mention about meagre financial situation of the Engiish East
India company and concomitantly, the problems they had to face in
getting trade and benefits from the .local powers. The opposition
between the English and the Dutch companies was at an open
level in almost all the pbrts of Asia. The English faced

problems in Bantam and in Amboina. With the murder of English

factors by the Dutch in 1623 at Amboina, the English were

20. EF1-1622-23, p-xxxvii, 47

21. Samuel Sbrchas, Vol. III p-336, 337, Hamilton C.J, The Trade
Relations between England and India, p—24—25.' "

-
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practically eleiminated from the South East Asia22. With the
‘massacre at Amboina, the English had no othgr alternative, but
to come back to India, to saté}y their agther market, like Bantam,
Achin, Jambi and Ma&asar apart from the European market. From
1630s there was a structural change in the companies economics,
préviously the company restricted itsélf to the fine goqu of

Coromandel, especially the chintz variety found near
Masulipatnam, now they were att;mpting to purchase the bulk of
goodé of the Coromondelzs.. This perhaps made the company to go
for~ the Golden farman, and hence_they_were able +to settle ét
Madopollem and Virésvaram for fhe coarser goods. This period
also saw a major shift from Surat and Gujarat, where they got’
fine varieties for home market .Now similar quality goods,.nwere
available at cheaper price at Armogon in the vicinity of
Pulicat??. With the exclusion from South East Asian markets
especially after Amboina, fhe English did not need the chintz
variety which the_Dutch exported to the Indonesian islands. ' A1l
this meant a considerable expansion in the markets and likewise
in the settlements for which much finance was required. Niéh
inédequéte finances, the English could not counter the Dutch in
the tradevfrom the Coromandel. The financial situation worsened
because of the 30 years war, the policies of Charles I and the
civil war,and most of the initial directors were small time

businessmen and expected quick returnes for their inQestmentszS.

22. Bruce Annals,opcit, p-208-209
23. Arasaratnam, p-140
24. Furber Holden, Rival Empries of Trade in the Orient 1600-

1800, Minneabolis, 1976, p-242
25. EFI, 1642-45, p-v, xii
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The Dutch on the other hand employed greaf capital and military
power and it ig seen that their main object was to eliminate
their rivals Portuguese and later the English. Most of the
factory records.mention about how the Dutch contained its rivals
ef{ectively in purchases of the wares on the coast. In 1636-37,
it' was written that the Dutch and the Golconda officials
collaborated and were forcing the king to destroy the English?®.
This was done by the Dutch by giving larger Peshcushes to the
governors. An English kecofd of 1660 mentions that the Dutch
invited the Chief Braﬁamin of Golconda and gave him 1500 pagodas,
and the English were supposed to do the same for him. It also
mentions that the English could a¥ford  only 3500 pqgodas as
peshcush27. The very fact that the‘Dutch gave three times more
than the Engliéh is an ihdex to their financial capacityf dndo
furtheramee of their commerce as compared with that of their
rivals. The larger amount given by the butch to the local
officials naturally fetched them impbffanf concessions and for
the most part of the 17th centu}y,-the Dutch were {he most
favoured nation in the kingdom of Golcoada28. .
The next important reprisal was that of attracting the
weavers and merchants on their side. Even in this, the Dutch had
the wupperhand as most English factors complained they were
upéble to get weavers to work because the Dutch who had ample
resources, had attracted all the artisans by advances, and thus

27. EFI, 1653-1660, p-258

28.. Raychaudhari Tapan, Jan Company in Coromandel 1605-1690, S-
Gravenhage, 19462, p-51, 64 2
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obtained a temporary control over the productionzq. In 1642, a
letter mentions about the Dutch attempts of monopolising the
trade of the cbast and the English Factors lamenﬁed that if the
Dutch succeeded in securing caontorl over the coast, théy were
soan going.tb outbid the English from the Golconda regionsm. The
Engl;sh} faced maximum problems with the Dutch when they were
stationed at Pulicat in 1619. Though as a general_policy, both
the countries were at peace the Dutch wunder Coen made it
difficult for the Enéiish by aopenly ardering his men to harass
the Ehgliéh and'refgsing to buy piece goods jointly with them on
the Coromandel.

The Dutch-were_also favoured in the farming system 1in the
kingdom 6{ éblcohda. They gof maximum concessions from the King
of,Go&conda, through Which they could get many placéé for farminé
directly. They could establish their subordinate factories in
the hinterlénd. of Masulipatam in places like Palakollu,
Draksharama and even at Hyderabad which wefe the places of good
weéving,the CQEital being.a market for imports also. It_is only .
after seeing the Dutch that the English also tried for similar
concessions and gotrvthe Golden Farmen from the king, after
which, for ﬁhe first time, they ventured into hintérland of
Masulipatam. Tﬁough the Golden Farman was very favourable to the
English. it soon invited dangerous reprisals from the Dutch .

29. Moreland W.H, Akbar to Aurangazeb, p—-1335

30. EFI, 1642-45, p-155-1S6

31. Furber Holden, p—-44

32. According to the Farman, the English were exempted from all
the duties in the kingdom of Golconda, whereas the Dutch on the
other hand, had to pay certain stipulated amounts in the form of

duties.
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The English thus cduld not increase their trade from Masulipatam.
In 1620s when a new diamond mine was discovered and farmed out it
was the Dutch who grabbed the opportunity and took the mine for
farming (1623) by paying 10,000 pagodas per annum. With this the
English 1lost hold in diamond trade, and coqld get some diamonds
only when the Dutch were short of cash?z. The English faced a
similar situation even in case of trade in textiles. It seems
that most of the textile trade was in the hands of the Dutch and
their supremacy can be seen from the fact .gm that. thev‘company
benefitted when the Dutch had differences with the local
officials>?.

All these testify the supremacy of \the Dutch over the
English on the Coromandel coast. What made the Dutch superior was
the fact that they had absolute control over the spice 1islands,
which enabled them to suppI; to India with goods from Java and
Sumatra and also from China and Japan35. The Dutch supremacy in
the seventeenth century can be summed up in a statément issued by
Sir Joshiah Childg, who decla&ed that "the prodigious increase of
the Dutch in the domestic and foreign trade, riches and shipping
is the eﬁv? of the present and may be the wonder of the future

generations36,

33. EF1-1622-23, p-221

34. 1In 1645, differences arose between the Dutch and the 1local
governor Mallaya at Pulicat, when the latter stopped . a Dutch
Merchant from going to Pulicat from Santhome. The Dutch
immediately sent soldiers, and what followed was an open - war
between the Dutch and the governor. EF1 1642-45, p-279

35. EFI 1655-1660 p-3

36. Joshiah Childgrquoted from Boxer C.R., p-5



If the problems faced by the English on the Coromandel coaét'
were _ because of their Eurobean rival, they -would have gone
‘f‘or_ a..different Factory and. were no(\hampere’d' much by. the :QutbshHahi,s™as ' r
C e L mmrae P T A vnh, *he Qutbshahis encouraged and
patronised37 both .the companies, as they were big revenue
raiéers, what affected the fortunes of'the companies was the
partisan attitude of the local administrgtion. The English
thus made a search for a settlement preferably a fortified one
far from the QuEbshahi administration. The general administration
of the kingdom was based on farming the districts. In the kingdom
of Golconda, nobles were made to Serve ~as "administrators at
various proVinceS cf the kingdom ,responsible for military and

revenue functions. They were free to sublease their holdings to

taxfarmers or private entrpreneurs for what ever price the a

market would bear38. . It was these men who carried out the

general administration.

The administration was carried on by means of annual farms

s

given to the highest bidder for which the rent had to be paid 1in

three instalments39. Before the actuallappointment each governor

had: to agree to pay to the central exchequer a fixed sum every
year. Once established és a governor he was free to claim bhis

expenses including whatever bribes and presents he gave to get

the governorship and to make a profit on the tax collections4@.

et e s = s e . s e e . S e e S A o A e S . A . . — — e _—— —— S o - —— — —

37. Farmans were given independently to each of the companies,
and they did not overlap the companies.

- 38. Richards J.F, Mughal Administration in_ Golconda, Oxford,
1973, p-13. ’

39. Ananymous Relatiaons, p—-81

4@. Richards J.F. p-23
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The governor was also free to sublease major towns, generally
ports " to individuals who were called hawaldars wi£h police
duties41. The local officer s position was very important as he
had "the power to welcome merchants and give ‘them all facilities
or he might refuse them and their goods or he might claim a part
42

of the customs, a large share aof profits for himself This type

of an adminstration came in vogue praobably because of the
stablization of the kingdom and need for more revenues to finance
its wars both with the Vijayanagar rulers and the Mughals.

Methwold says that the reven&e of the kingdom amounted to five

crore and twenty lakhs of pagodas, mostly claimed from his

s

tenents at rackt rentgs. On the whole, the whole administration

was a 'scramble for immed;ate gains without the thought of the
future and this explains the difficulties forced by the Dutch and
the English in establishing their trade in these ports. The king
by the vyear end was pressing for money and falilure of the
governor to pay the amount w§5~séverely'punished, generally by
flogging44.

Among the various paraganés of the kingdom, i1t is seen that
it was the sea ports which generally had highest rent.
Masulipatam among thé ports'commanded highest revenue of IIBQ,QBQ

pagaodas and Petapoli 355,000 pagodas45.

42. Moreland, W.H., India at . p—44
43. It was an excessive rent or raising rent beyond fair amount

Methwold, Relations p—-10 and 1@fn.
44. Ananymous, Relations, p-81

45. Ibid p-81



The revenue of the port was very high, and perhaps this is
the reason why the governors were forced into corruption in order
to reclaim the money payble to the central treasury. The
o+ficiéls tried to extract money from their Sijects and the best
‘market’ ¥or.them was provided with the cominé of the Europeans.
Before thé Europeans came they probably extracted the same from
the local merchants and other small time weavers.

When the Europeans came to establish trade in the kingdom of
__Golgonda, they had to deal first with the local officials. The
English #rom< their very first voyage had troubles with them.
When Floris sent presents to Mir Jumla who farmed his revenues,
the governo? treacherously dealt in a bargain of cloth and 1lead.
It looké like he raised the customs ¥rom.4Z to 12%4 which was not
there in the agreement46. This was often faced by the companies,
whenever they tried to.approach a higher authority or the king
directly, the lcoal officials hampe?ed them. This is because  of
the fact"tha£ they would loose their revenue if the companies got
conéessions directly from the king. Even 1f the Europeans
secured gonfirmation from the King, the governors acted quite
differently 1in the ports and squeezed money from them, by
assuring that they would give personal guaranfee to the company
which generally did not have an official Sea147. For important
concessions the " Europeans went to the king but avoided it
generally because it was an expensive affair. In any case, for
46. Samuel Purchas, Vol. III, p-321-322
47. Poonen, T.I, aﬁarly History of Dutch Factorie of Masulipatam

and Petapoli (1603-1636), Journal of Indian History, Vol 27,
1949, p-279 : ~
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the day to day transactions especially regarding the custom and
transit duties they had to depend on the local aoffocial, who
took this as an opportunity for his personal benefits. He aften
expected peshcush ar presents from the companies, and the company
which gave maximum peresents got the benefitsqe. It is hard to
say which company secured larger  benefits. Most of the time it
was the Dutch who werevfavoured?and at times it was the English.
Generally, the problems'arose when local’ officials failed to
return money bé&rrowed from the companies. Sometimes the
Shahbandar puﬁchased certain articles Frém the Euraopean companies
at an concessional price arbitrarily.When the companies claimed
the money ,hé openly abused theqénd said that they were for the
king, and rarely paid the moneyqq. The governors Dﬁ their part
wanted to extract money from the Europeans 1n  the form of
presents to which >the companies generally succumbed. The
exactions _Df the presents was so sévere that any non—-payment of
this led to forbidding of trade in the port both for the
companies and the natives . When the governars forbade the trade
it meant that the goods were exposed to open bank shell which was
very disastrous.Sometimes the amount asked by these aofficials
was very high, for example when the Dutch established factory at
Masulipatam 1t was mentioned that they got the place after a
considerable material sacfifice which Vamounted to 3,800

48. Schorer mentions that "he is well bestowed towards us as
towards the Portuguese, or better but the worst thing I know is
that those are most favoured which give the ‘largest presents”.
Schorer’'s Relations, opcit p-57

49, Pogonen, T.I., Dutch beginings p-20




guilderssm.'

A related problem that the companies faced due to the local
administration was the yearly transfers of tﬁe governor. The
farming of the district was'generally given for one year and
.after this an auction was held. 1t is very seldom that the
distriét saw, the same officer again, unless he was very
influentiél in thevcourt of Golconda,. The court of Gelconda
often showed favouritism to some beople, the classic example
being that of Mir Jumla, who generally used to farm to his claose
associates. The.king had the power to‘dismiss the old governor
and appoint new one which further agravated the problem. In 1606
‘Siddéppa‘ was removed from the office to whom the Dutch had
given large amounts. He was replaced by 'Pylappa’ who hoped to
enjoy  the same bengfits as his predeceséor. He asked for fresh
payment for which the company was relfuctant. He ré&ted sharply
to this and étarted ignoring the previdus contract made by Van
Soldt (the contract was that the Dutch would pay 3000 pounds as
duties for Masulipatam instead of 4% on exports and imports) on
the ground that the money given was oniy given_ for the then
ruling governDrSI. This frequent transfers of the officials had
bad effects on the companies that most of the money ‘they
had,started going for the’{resh demands of the governors almost
" every vyear. The demands of the governors also varied from one

S@. A curious English document of the later half of the
Seventeenth century testifies the fears of the Europeans.
Mohammad Alibeg sent his Maldar to the Egnlish desiring some
cheeses and strong waters for which he was ready to pay. But
considering his expectations for large peshcush, 1t was resolved
by the factors to send these as presents. Ref. RFG, Masulipatam
consulatation Book 1682-83 Madras 1916, p—1-2.

31. Poonen T7.1. Dutch beginings, p-30.
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governor to the another. Sometimes, the governor farmed a plaée
by péying more money than 18@,05@ pagodas and. had different
devices to recoup the money . In 1619, the Dutch ordered
temporary closure of the comapany’'s factory at Masulipstam-as a
protest against the orders of the local .M governor stipulating
that in future the company would be obliged to deal with a single
me?chant Lingayyasz. In 1621 a new governor was appointed who
had farmed at 15,080 pagodas more than his predecessor, and the
way he wanted to get money Qas by subletting it to one shrof{f
with exclusive concessions of the right of buying and selling or
exchanging all qold and silver brought to the port which was
resented by the companie553.

The companies had three alternatives to deal with these
officers. They for most time succumbed tovgovernors by paying
them peshcushes, they could revolt or ébandon the place and go
elsewhere. Giving peshcushes depended on the financial strength
of the companies. The Dutch wanted to retain ﬁasulipaéam at any
cost basically because i1t offered goods it wanfed {orvits South
East Asian markets. They therefore, gave maximum beshcushes to
the 1local officials,the English who had trade in the same port
could not give. The Europeans iﬁ order to get back tﬁeir custom
dues and to protectvfheir trade also conducted blockades on the
port. In the seventeenth century, these blockades generally were

the native phenom@non but at times we have instances of these

companies conducting them. The blockades conducted by them show

32. Prakash OM, The Dutch Factories, p-110-113

S53. EF1 1622-23, p-46
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us some interesting facts. The companies especially the Dutch
and the English, though rivals in trade Jjoined together and
conducted the blockades, which means as Arasaratnam says, "both
the companies reacted broadly in similar ways to the political

turmoil and opportunities it provided"54.

While conducting the
blocades the Europeéns understood the weakness of the native
polity and hence conducted them from the sea front. It was
infact a general phenomenon that the Europeans cénduﬁted these on
thé sea and the natives on the 1and55.

The insolence aof governors was severe on the English. The
English who did not havé thé means to give either the peshcushes
as  frequently as the Dutch, ar could "not revolt individually
often thought ofrabandoning the settlement at Masulipatam. Even
as a general policy the Ehgiish restricted themselves to a
stipulated number of settlements. Many a time the English
thought of leaving this place. - In 1631, just before getting the
Golden F%ﬁan, £he English went to the king regarding payment of
customs in lumpsum, but were opposed by Mirza Rozbiham, the
governor, Qho needed bribe for any sort of concession. The
English lament that "such is the miserable conditions af the
country, where justiée and truth aFe fled lbng SINCE e e e wenas
suffering the riches tyrance without redress'56. The abandaoning
of Masulipatam by fhé English in favour Df Armagon in 1628 was
precisely because of exhorbitant extractions made by the
54, Arasaratnam, p-97

55. Raychaudhari and Habib, p-394

26. EFI, 163@-33, p—xxvii
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governor. On quitting, the port, the Agent sent a letter to the
governar, stated that ° his exactions had been so arbitrary, and
his abstruction to the trade, so great that the English had no
other alternative but to abandon the factory and would not return
on any condition....57. However, the trade at Masulipatam was SO
important that the company was expecting fresh proposals from the
governor or that they would make reprisals on the ships and goods
of the king of Golconda wherever they might be found, which was
not yielded aor considered by the governorSB. Even in the second
half of the Seventeenth century, in 16357, narratiné the troubles
at Masulipatam to Surat factors, they wrote that, the troubles
were because of the local authaorities and felt that “ﬁhere is no

security 1in living in Masulipatam" and further wrote that wea

have bin constrayaned to send away all English men fram thence to

,59_ It looks like this abandoning was only for a

Madapol lem
temporary period and generally the Europeans returned to the
ports once they got better concessions from the king, who in turn
did not want loose these Europeans from the ports, as the ports,
especially, the factories, were good revenue givérs. Howe?er, in
the 1long run, this ébandonment of factories might have had
adverse impacﬁ on the he ports where many weavers who had
settled might had left the piace and in course of time led to the
decline of the ports.

Wars thad devastating effects on the trade, especiaily in
those ports which completely depended on the hinterland. In the
57. Bruce émnals, Vol. 1, p-291
38. lbid, p-295

59. EFI1, 1455-1660, p-268, 274
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seventeenth century thoqgh the Qutbshahis offered stable polity
they were still threatned by frequent Mughal incursians into' the
Deccan._ The Mughal invasion started with Jahangir ~who sent
Prince Khurram to the Deccan. Later when Shahjahan succeded
Jahangir in 1627, Ahmadnagar was immediatly captured and by
1637 Golconda became a tributary state of the Mughal empire. In
1639 Aurangzeb succeded Shahjahan ;nd took Berhampur, Aurangabad
and-Berar>under his foid. His main object was to reduce Deccan
to his vassalage and to get material resources. The climax of
the political annexation reached in’1687 when Golconda was
annexed 1ntoc the Mughal empire. These wars had devastating
effects on the Europeén trade and their settlements 1in the
Goléonda territories.

When Prince Khurram visitéd Golconda in 1622 he also went to
Masulilpatam and inspected the factories. His coming created
artificial scarcity at Masulipatam and alsc made the people
leave the pléce. The Mughal army consumed vand took most part
of the provisions and goods and because of this the prices went
upém. When he left he appointed Mughal_uA&bassodorv at the
Golconda court anq'if is & mentioned that becaqse of his presence
the diamond mine at Kolluru was closed dowri, on the fear that he
might take all the precious stones with himbl. This was the
period as mentioned earlier, when thevEuropeans.thought that they
were Qell settled in this trade and were making good prdfits.

The sudden claosure of this mine must have had a great i1mpact baoth

6@. EF1, 1622-23, p-313-314.

61. Prakash,0Om,The Dutch Factories, p-1t.
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.on the Europeane traders who made larée investments and also on
the workers who worked in the mine. This must 'have createad
large scale unemployment and migrations to different places.
After completing the conquest of Ahmednagar in 1638 and 1633,
Shah Jahan raided Srikakulam and then came to Qutbshahi kingdom
in 1633 and instead of attaéking Golconda, he imposed tribgtory
status on the kingdm and took back 'a huge booty of 200,000 gold
hun and 800,000 silver rupees from the ruler of Golcondabz.

The wars also adversely affected the frée @& movement of
goods. Gdods could not come to the ports from the hinterland on
account.of the Mughal officers who were posted at various placeé.
Merchants who carried goods stopped their trading activities and
thereaby cloth trade was ruined in the towns . The recofds of the
later period éive graphic description of the prablems faced by
the Europeans on the account of wars. When Golconda was aon the
verge of submission in>1684—85, the records mention that "all
inland trade is at stop and the roads full of scoldiers who rob
;nd plunder so much, that, Scarée peon can pass without .a
comment‘...és. One major problem they faced was that they could
not send meassages from one factory to the bther énd é letfer
ménfibns that "tis dangerous to send advices on land, and that
all the peons are stopped on the road near Madras, wherefore we

have sent on the boatséq.

62. Richards, J.F. p-35

63. RFG, Letters to Fort St. George, 1684-85, Vol. 111, Madras,
19271, p—-189.

64. 1bid-289
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What the companies did during the war time was that they
withdrew their factories. At the same time, they also looked

for new settlement 1in the region where there was peace and

stability®?

. The parts Qf the Southern Coromandel was relatively
free from Mughal onslaught till that period, though :it
experienced some small simmerings in the form of civil wars and
wars with qutbshahfs, These disturbancesa were comparitively
mild. These wars in south'were sporadic and did not have much
impact on the trade and tﬁe.port towns.

The above ‘menfioned broblems and troubles faced by the
Europeans especially because of the corrupt officials and the
unstable political conditions made them to move to a place where
they could be free fro& thesé troubles. They wanted a settlement
with a difference, getting autonomy Qas tﬁe thing which was
StFESSEd{_ The only way they could feel secure was by
constructing a fort. It would be a place where they could carry
out the trade freely Qithout_the interférence of the natives and
also a place where they céuld counter thgir rivals with the help
of ‘great quns’. The Dutch did not face as manyhproblems as the
English, as they already had a fortified settlement at Pulicat in
the Soufhern Coromandel. The Engli%h were also on the look out
for a similar possession in the south from where they could trade

freely with its southern marketsbé.

63. In 16487, the English dissolved Petapolil, Masulipatam and
Madapollem by reasons of War and troubles, and felt that the
Gingee country  being free from wars and mare secure, the
factories at Cudalore and Canimere to be continued. RFG, Diary
- and Consultation Book, 1687, Madras 1916, p-43

(6. BEl- (6B1-4| ¢ - 72
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The Journey from Masulipatam to the founding of Madras was
not an easy one for the English. It involved so many places on
‘the coast, satisfa;tions and dissatisfactions, personélities like
Andrew Cogen and Francis Day and finally the reluctance of the»
company ét Home.

The war between England and Holland ended in 1619 with the
Treaty of befence. According to the treaty both the countr;es
- agreed to withdraw their hOstiiities and the English were
permitted to trade and settle at Pulicat, which was the Dutch
strbnghold on the coast. Thg English also were permitted to 12}
have residencevin the Dutch fortress and share in the trade, but
these benefits had been Qccohpanied by financial obligations.
They ﬁere to pay 1/3 of the fort expenses for garrison at
Molaccas, Banda and Amboina and 172 at Pulicat. They also had to
cruise 10 ships against Spaniards and the Poruguese in thé Indian
water567. The English came to Pulicat in 1621. Ever since they
had come to Pulicat the English faced problems with the Dutch who
did not bother much about the treaty. The general complaint of
the English at Pulicat was that the Dutch did not offer fhem hal+f
of the total textiles which was in the agreement instead divided»
the merchandise on the basis of.capital investedég. | Caoen the
Dutch chief was against any type of collaboration with the
English and aordered open reprisals on the English. He said, “It
is impogsible to deal with the Ehglish......the more apart the

two stayed from each other, the greater were the chances of

&7. EFI 1622-23, p-Xxxv—-xxxvi

68. Prakash, OM, p-13, 157
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continued friendliness between the‘twobq. The financial poéition

of the English also was poor and the overheads at Pulicat claimed
by the Dutch were high. The English share of fort éharges came
to 549 half rials of eight when the whole investment of the
English to trade in Asia was only 20,000 rials per annum70. The
immediate conclusion of the factors was that they could do better
elsewhere on the coast, where they could get textiles without
‘payinq garrisoh chaviges. The reason the English gavé, when they
withdrew the settlement in 1623, was that they %elt the need to
cut down the expenses and that they did not need Coromandel cloth
as their factory at Molaccus was closed71. The English returned
to Masulipatam.

| However, the English were desperate to have a settlementl in
the Southern Coromandel, mainly due to the problems faced by
them from the local administration, apart from their requirement
of thé. patterned cloth for the European market. They also
wanted a place which was strategically located from which they
could counter the Dutch in the Bay of Hengal’?. The English had
considered the butch example of ‘a fort, which was effective
‘against the extrordinary exactions of the gavernars. Andrew
Cogen was appointed to look for a place and, in 14623, he got a
grant from a Naik at a place between Nellore and Pulicat. The

English erected a factary here in the same year at Armogon in

49. Ibid-13,200-206

70._EFI, 1622-23, pxxxvii

71. 1bid-p-xxxvii

72. Bruce Annals Val. I opcit p-270
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order tﬁ purchase plain and flowered cloth73. Once establishing
the factory Mr.Johnson, the chief of Armogon, felt that it should
be made subordinate to Masulipatam and that it would be praper to
strengthen the factory with fdrtification, to protect themselves
from the attacks of Naiks and the Dutch74. It iSlchiOUSitO vfind
that the English wﬁo had come here to escape from the
Masuliplatam governars faced similar\problemsbin the form of
Naiks, who by this time had considerable power ;n their hands:
In 1629, it was fortified and is described to have 12 pieces of
cannon, mounted round.the factory and a guard of 23 factors and
soldiers75. ‘The  English who could no longer tolerate the
oppressions of the local governors at Masulipatam abandoned the
factory and moved to Armogon in 1628.

Armogon proved to_bg advantageous to the English as it
became a common rendevous and a place fo retreat, and a station
{orv acquiring a share in the trade on the Coromandel. In 1630,
the question came whether both the factories had to be maintained
for providiné the paintings, and was thought that it was an
absolute necessity to keep in“awe those 1imperious moors that
govern the kingdom of Golcondah“76.

But soon even Armogon posed problems. The trade could nat

increase according to their expectations. The factors found it

very difficult to collect required supplies of cloth at Armagan.

73. Armogon was traditionally called as Durgarazpatam, was
located on the river and had goaod anchorage for ships near 1its
mouth. It was an important place for export of textiles which

were made in the neighbour hood hinterland. Ref: Arasaratnam p-
18-19

74. Bruce Annals, Vol. I, p—-270

75. 1bid -p—295 :

74. EF1-1630-33, p-79, 1634-36—p—xxxvili
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The English discoverd it as an inférior centre to Masulipatam.
The factors felt that because of scarce availability of cloth
here it would be expedient to select a different place on the
coast. The Dutch - o%ten threatned the English at Armogon with
piracy as élso the weavers with reprisals if they deélt with the
English’’.

Atg the close of January, 1636, the President of Bantam
received orders from Home to abandon the fort.However, it was
felt that it should be retained for security purposes78.
Henceforth this became an insignificant trading centre for the
English where stores of provisions were kept in order to use them
in the time of scarcity in the region, Armogon goes i1into the
history as the first fort on the coast by the English.

The Enélish who had in the mean time secured the Golden
Farman, went back to Masulipatam. The search for a better
settlement - in the South still continued. Andrew Cogen from
Armogan authorized Mr. Francis Day a factor to take a voyage for
a suitable place, a plaée which would enable the English to
acquire a larger share in the Coromandel trade. It had been the
opinion of the factors at Masulipatam that a fortified settlement
was' needed by the company as the first one had failed79. This
time £hey were mare ‘cautious' and finally Me. Day found
Madrasapatnam and the.factors felt that they would make profits

77. Furber Holden, Rival Empires p-71

78. EFI-1642-43, p-51-392

79. Bruce Annals Vol. I, p-377
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in the piece goods available there which suited equally to Bantam

and Europe. The fort was necessary to protect their trade. In

1642, it became the chief factory of the English and in 1652 it

was raised to the rank of a Presidency.
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CHAPTER IV



MADRAS, THE FIRST PRESIDENCY FORT OF THE
ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY, 1639-1700

o Tﬁe origin of the city of MadrasX is associated with the
development of trade conducted by the Européani joint stock
companies in the Eagt, particularly the English East India
company. In the last chapter we hqve seen fhat the Mughal
territorial expansion in the Deccan éreated a serious political
turmoil in.the Golconda region which, had adverse @ffects on the
European trade. Likewise the high handedness and corruption. of
the Qutbshabi officials at various levels interfered with the
Europeaﬁ traders at their factories, which made the Europeans to
move down South to the less important places ruled by the Raja of
Chandragiri. But the Raja was a nominal ruler with the real
power being 1in the hands of local Naiks, who welcomed the
Europeans to_have trade in their parts. 0f no less significance
‘was the rivalry between the English and the Dutch.It is because
of these factors that the English realised the importance of a
fortified settlement on the coast, on the lines of the Dutch at
Pulicat. From an insighificant position Madras gradually
developed into a very important centre of English company and
within a period of twelve vyears was given the status of
Presidency.
Francis Day, the chief factor at Armogon , with the help of
his chief broker Beri Timmanna selected a sandy strip close +to

Santhome, about five kilometres in length and two kilometres in

X Madras 1is derived from "Mandaraz’' in Telugu and would be

Mandazpatnam and later Madrasapatanam on the anology of

Durgarazpatnam, . the other name of Armogon. Re+f. Manual
\\égministration of Madras Presidency, vol. I opcit p-161
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width. He obtained a farman from the local Nayak which gave the
"English company, the territory, privileges and license to build
‘a fort. Francis Day describing about this place wrote:
"........and large priviledges by the Nayak of Venkatadra,
whose territories lyés between Pullicat and Santhome, the only
place for paintings, soe much desired at Bantanm, and likewise
great store of longcloth and moorees, which is there procerable, -

——having - compared both sorts and prices with ours at Armogon—--—

ul

The factors at‘Masulipatam felt the acquisition so important
that they immediately directed Francis Day to build a fort.
Andrew Coéen, his susperior dismantled Armagon and arrived at
Madrasapatnam in EAGLE and UNITY with their Indian assistants,
few writers and 25 European soldiers and some local artificiers
2. On February 20 164@ théy started to work on the %;rt and
christened it Fort St. George in the same year.

The land Francis Day acquired to construct the fort was &
small sandy strip which was marshy at the»confluence of river
Coum and where the North river met (Bukkingham canal)s. In
1639, Madras was a common strip running about a mile inland, for
6 miles up the shore of Santhome. The site itself was low 1lying
and almost dead level and.was intersected by two languid streams
where the Coum entered the sea immediately south of the Fort4. It
had an‘open roadstead, and ground shell thus making it necessary

1. Original correspondence series No. 169@0. 27th July, 1639,
cited in Love, H.D, vestiges aof 0ld Madras, Vaol. I, p-15-16.

2. Ibid-p—2S
3. William Crooke ed, John Fryer, A new Account of East Indies

and Perisia, 1672-1681, London, 1909, p-104 +n.
4. Imperial Gazetteer, p—-497
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for large vessels to stay well outsidés. This Fort and Madras in

genefal faced problems even with the drinking water, as Coum
takes a dangerous turn backside of the fort, which obstructed
springs of fresh water coming into the townb.

Apart from bhaving ghe advantage of good hinterland,where
patterned goods werebprocurable the site itself did not offer
much to the English. fhe reason for why the Enélish came here to
settle'tan be explained by the fact that the Coroman&el coést in
geﬁeral did not have many natural harbours, and it did not make
much difference to tﬁe English if it was Madras or Masulipatam,
as they already had adijusted themselves at Masulipgtam which
also was a bad port, still carried on good trade. The selection
of the site also shaws the desperation of the English to have a
settlement in the southern Coramandel region where the required
goaods were procurable and that théy could ga far from the
Qutbshahis. |

The Directors at Home, uneasy about_ the ‘money sunk in
fortified factory 'on the coast (Armogén) viewed this new
settlement as another hazardous experiment, but left to Surat
Council to deciae whether theyrshould Qo forward or not. Owing
to seridus financial 'crisis at home, the Surat Council  was
reluctant to agree to this new fortified settlement. The Surat

factors felt that the fort was 'unreasonable’ and\overchargab1é7.

3. Arasaratnam, p-21

6. Alexander Hamilton, cited by, Whealer Talboys, J. A History of
English settlements in India, Delhi, 1972, p-124

7. EF1-1642-45, p-12
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Surat Council for sometime disregarded the appeals from

Masulipatam. The English at Home who still did not approve
exglanalien '

demanded from Francis Day. to explain the necessity of the fort.

In a reply in 1642 Fraﬁcis Day simply stated that the “fort is

necessary to protect the Carnatic trade“e.

0On the coast,the laocal Naik welcomed the English to have a
forti?ied settlement but insisted that his fathers name be given
to this ﬁewly formed settlementq. Venkatappa was dishissed by the
Raja. of Chandragiri, the ruler of the province in £642 and
insisted on his name to Madras and hence we have Madras also
vbeing called as Sri R;ngarayapatnam. The rulers of the coast
welcomed the English as a new' settlement would give them
additional revenue, from a barren land which previously was not
even a»lport. They also thought that the new place would
encourage trade and production in this region.

The significance of the fort lay in the fact that, it was
the only place from where the English could defend their trade,
and to have a sizable autonomy fraom thé local politics and
administrtioﬁ. Madras because af walls on the four sides could
defend the stores in case of any hazards caused by the local
powers. It also got the provision of having a garrison in the
fort ‘where recruitment of soldiers was daoane an regular basis

whenever there was a threat from the Dutch or from the

Qutbshahislm. The problems faced by the English did not differ

8. Bruce Annals, Vol. II, p-19
?. Talboys Wheeler explains as "an ankxious desire possessed by

every Hindoo of having his family name handed down to the ages is

connected - with this grant”. Ref. Wheeler Talboys, J. Annals aof
the Madras Presidency Vol. I, New Delhi, 1985, p-19 -
10. The first garrison came up in 1652 and consisted of 35

English men. Ref. Love H.D. p-34-33
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from those faced in Masulipatam but qif§ered on how they reacted
vtp them. The problems faced at Masulipatam made them to abandon
the +actofy but the advantage they had at the Madras fort was
that they could stay and defend themselves.

The Raja of Chandragiri and his kingdom was annexed into the
kingdom of Golconda in 1647, and soon Madras came under the broad
. set upAof Qutbshahi administration. In 1646, predicting the wars
between the Qutbshahis and the kings of Chandﬁagiri Ivie, the
then governor of the fort urged for a need of great putlay of
faort and garrison on the wake of warsll. Like wise 1in 1687
fearing the Mughal invasion, the Governor ordered that a"
platform to mount six_guﬁs, upon the ﬁown side of the river
opposite to the fort, be for with raised for the security of that
side of the town...lz- ‘‘‘‘‘
saved ~ the English {from any direct assault on the settlement.
Though we do not have any refrences of any confrontation between
the English and the natives, the English did not Hesitate to
threaten the natives, that they would retaliate if necessary.

The Dutch were the main source of trouble for the English
even at Madras. Unlike at Masulipatam o=, howéver,we do not bhave
any references of the Dutch hampering the trade at Madras
directly. Nevertheless they used the old policy of éiding with
the Qutbshabis. The hostilities between these two came to an
11. Ibid, p-63

12. RFG, Diary and Consultation Book 1687, p-6, 32, 33

80



open level when war started in Europe between England and
'Holland in 1654. The heighi of the hostility in India is visible
when the Dutch convinced the Golconda ruler that the English
Lshen
conspired with the French % the latter attacked the fort of
Santhome and subsequently seize it13.- The Golconda sought help
' ) _ *G(QQ&QAth( Exﬁiﬁk*E”UﬁQlo

from the English against the Frencﬁ) This is because of two
reasons; (1) being that the English combindly were at war against
“Holland.and Europe14. As a precaution a garrison was raised and
the forthof Madraé was strengthened. Inspite o? good relations
with the Freﬁch, security was étrengthened when the former came
to the Coromandel in 1665.

Local political disturbances ,on many occassions ,brought
positive economic results for the Europeans . These settlements
gave security to the people who flocked to these towns and
settled there. For example;'the +réquent wars in the Qutbshahi
dominioﬁ forced the weavers, painters, dyers and other artisans
to come to Madras for saftey as well as undisturbed workls.
Likewise the Portuguese from Santhome also came here when the
116

Qutbhsahis took it dunder their direct contro . This new

development had a long lasting impact on the organisatiaon aof
trade .The relative security and peate, with praspect of
continuous work influenced the artisans to settle inside the

13. EFI (New Series), 1670-77, P-42, 44, 45, 32

14, Ibid, p-52
13. Lave H.D., p—35v

16. Many Portruguese fled from Santhome and came to Madras in
search of security
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fortitied township of Madras. For the company, it meant some
savings in the transport cost; close supervision for timely
delivery of goods, assurance of non—-interference from the rival
companies, to mention a few advantages. For. these favourable
results the English haa to patiently wait for soﬁe time.
Soon Madras started attracting merchants, artisans and other
maritime peoplef By the end of the 17th centur;, the city
‘expanded considerably.Between 1660 and 1688 the population
increésed from 30,800 to 50,@0@17 and by the end of the
Seventeenth century an estimated population of 80,00@ lived 1in
the city.

Before acutally going into the expansion of the city of
Madras, it is necessary to understand the words like ‘Fort St.
George’, ‘Chinnapatnam’ and ‘Madras’ . The‘sources reveal the
following facts. o |

(1)The site the English selected for settlement was a small
village called Madrasapatnam.Once they had established the fort
it came to be called as Fort St. George.

'(25The town which grew around the fort 1is still called

18 and

Chinnapatnam,
(3)The English applied the name Madrasapatnam or Madras to
the Combined towns. The native town is generally referred to as

Blacktown and the European quarter as the White town or the Fort

St. George. ' .

17. EFI, (New Series), 1670-77, p—-116

18. Love, H.D. Vol. I, p-84-85

19. Wheeler Talboys, J. Annals....p—-19 CNCJ—PN$>
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The White town or the Fort St. George was a weak
construction and it cost the English 2,300 pounds,when Day built
it in 164019. The White town was 400 paces long and 130 paces

20 Fryer who visited Madras in

broad divided into regular streets
1674 described the fort; "It is walled with sfone with good
height. On the South they had a ditch, which is a quarter mile
in length facing Sanfhome eeees there are 4 b;stions each facing
four directions, énd the Governors house is in the middle and
opposite ta this are fhé office buildings"zl. fhis town had
residences for Europeans, a garrison , a mint and stare hou%es.
All  the important public buildings were situated in the White
town . and it became necessary to guard them. The English devised
two systems for their security: one was the building af a wall
around the town and the other was the system;tic expansion of the
Black town, to guard™“the White town.

The Black town was the town where the n;tive inhabitants had

their dwellings. The new fort attracted many  merchants,

technicians and even other Europeans who settled around the: fort

and formed the suburbs of the city. This town significantly
developed 'an the northern parts of the fort. It meant two
things.

(1) Most of the incurious of the Qutbshahis and later the Mughals
came from the northern side. The Black town acted as a wall of
security to the core settlement where most of the public

buildings were located.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e i e e e e e e e e e e+ = - s e S — —— —

- 20. Alexander Hamilton, cited from Wheeler Talboys, J.A History;
opcit, p—-126

21. Jdohn Fryer, p—184-105

83



(2) With the growth of the population in the Black town, it
became necessary for the English to give them protection and
therefore 'a wall was constructed around it, during the time of
Thomas Pitt in 1700.

It meant ‘that'any external incursion would> had to first
strike the Black town and then only could attack the White town
or the main fort. |

The Black town soon extended to the western side -and the.
permanent fortification wés taken up én 17@0, the wall consisted
of rampart of 17 feet thick on both sides with brick and paved at

the top to carry gunszz.

The territorial 1limits of the city of Madras ;n the
Seventeenth century was the Fort St. George and the Black town.
Apart from this Madras got many places around it by paying annual
rent., Though thesé areas were not part of the city in the
Seventeenth century, the expansion of the English East India
Company can be seen in these parts and they qot considerable
revenues from these places. Before éoing into these areas, a
.look on the socialvlife of the Black town will give more 1insight
oﬁ how the settlement worked.

As mentiéned earlier, the Black town comprised of the native
inhabitants. This town was larger than the White town and had
Hindus (Gentoos) Muslims, Indian Christians and Armenians as its
population23. Most of these people directly or indirectly
22. Love H.D. Vol. 11, p-7

23. Wheeler falboys, J., A Historx of .........p—128.
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depended on the English East India company for livelyhoéd. The
Europeans were restricted from going into the Black town and they
were not allowed to inhabit here. However, we do have references
of some Europeans residing in this to@n. They were probably the
Portuguese of mixed origin{(Mesticos) who came hére from Santhome
for a variety of reasons. Even among the native inhabitants the
.most dominant section was that of Telugu merchants, who
emigrated from the ﬁorth. They are the Chittees, Balijas,
Komittees and Satiigur&s (probably Salevaru). It is significaﬁf}
to see that the Black town was demarcated and segregated on the
caste lines. In a sense. it was the beginning of the
‘colonial ‘settlement pattern; as Mcgree says, '"cities were laid
out on a grid iron pattern and certain areas of the city were set

1] 24

aside for various racial populations Hence for example, in

Madras we have the Right hand castes living on the western™ side
of Pedda Naikapeta and‘the Left hanqers onAthe ‘éastern sidezs.
These caste demarcations were tolerated and even fostered in
Madras because they were specially useful for British commercial
interests. From major caste groups a chief merchant was
appointed by the company. These merchants, had many subordinate
merchants and weavers af their own caste and once the English
lost the goodwill on one merchant, they'generaliy used to pick up
a merchant of an opposite caste as a chief merchant. It was also
important for the company to have a chief merchant ready if one

24. roche Patrick, A, Caste and British Merchant Government,
IESHR, vol. 12, 1975

23. Love H.D., Vol. II, p-24-26
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revol ted against "theﬁ. Hence they <fostered these caste
demarcations. These caste demarcations often led to serious
disturbances in the town2®. For example, the Balija was a
powerful Right hand caste and Sheshadri belonged to it and Beri
Chettis belonged to the Left hand caste and the most prominent in
fhis was Beri Timmanna. In 1652, the firét dispute arose when
the brokers Venkata and Kannappa favoured the paintérs and
artisané of the Right hand castes. In pursuit of their policy,
they encouraéed the Right bhand caste to take a - marriage
procession into Left hand street27. The residents reacted
violently. This triggered off the first dispute. This dispute
was not  settled by the English; and how the dispute was
suppressed is or settled is not clear. However, the English
managed to get the Left hand castes, back to the town who had
left it after the dispute?®. English probably  introduced
administrative- codes in the Black town to deal with similar
situations. That is how we have the emergence of ‘Pedda Naik’
whose main responsibility was to keep the ’'public peace'29. The

26. In 1680, we have pedda Venkatadri revolting against the
English and conspiring with the' Nawab. 0On finding this, the
English arresped him which led to popular resistence amaong caste
weavers against the English. EFI (New Series), Vol. II, p—24—3é

27. The History of these two castes go to eleventh century in

south India. Initially, the division appeared because of a
canflict between daominant agrarian castes seeking to raise their
status. In the seventeenth century, the clearage appeared in

Urban areas between commercial and artisan groups. Brennig, J.J.
“Chief merchants and the Europeans enclaves of the seventeenth
century coromondel Modern Asian Studies, Vol. II, 1977, p-330;
Appadorai, A. "Right Hand and left hand castes in /south [0ndia"“,
IESHR, Vol. xi, 2 and 3, 1974, p-216, ff

28. lLove, H.D., Vol. I, p-119

29. Brennig, J.J. Chief Merchants -——-p-331  (comtd.......in the
next, $n)
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punishments givén were very severe and included flogging and

imprisonement.
Madras, by the end of the Seventeenth century had every

31 whoes maintenance required 1lot of

aspect of a town 1life
revenues. Madras being a fort had many over head expenses
especially the maintainance of fdrt and.the garrison. In 1639,
the estimated revenue w;s only 100®@ pounds, however, by 1642 the
revenue claimed by the company wés . 2,200 pounds per annumsz.
‘Cuétoms on goods imparted and exported was the main income. The
sea gate cuétom was 94 on all goods and collection was
approximately 30,08@ pagodas per annum. The choultry custom at 2
1/2%4 on all goods brought in 4000 pagodasss. Apart ffom this
Madras also sold arrack, betel, tobocco and ganja whose income
amounted to 11,000 pagoda534. Besides, taxes were also collected
from the inhabitants of the Black town, the most important being
the house tax35. Slave registration also brought in some

income36. Outside the taxes from the township, principal duties

38. Like wise in 1686, a regular police force had come into
existence 1in Madras which was also under ‘'pedda Naik’'. Ref:
Wheeler Talboys, J. Annals of...Vol. I, p—-118-119

31. Schools, Chappels, Mint, residences, Gardens came up in
Madras both in the white town and Black town. Much personnel was

neededto took after this town life and hence we have corportation
coming up under Elihu Yale under a Mayor.

32. Love H.,D.,, Vol. I, p-35
33. Ibid., p-81

34, 1bid., Vol. II, p-42

- 35. Brennig J.J., p-337

36. RFG, Latters from Fort St. George, 8th Sept. 14679, p-41
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collected were on anchorage tonnage and advaoleram. Madras also
.§made some income from the farming of neighbouring villages and
places. Theseb places farmed by Madras were in the immediate
vicinity of the city. After coming under the authority; of the
Colconda ruler in 1647, the English attempted to take 'villagés
around it on rent and they soon became a potential bidder of
farms. In 1677 the Engiish also got the town of Santhome ané Six
other villges around that place. The blaces were Paliacea,
Namamangalam, Mambalam, Sattivedu efc. The same grant also
confirmed on them the town of Tribetore, with six other villeges.
For all these places the English had to pay 1500 pagodas37. The
above grant confirmed oaon them free customs, scrapped the
authority of the Tarafdars and Avaldars and gave powers ta the
English to construct faétories and godownssa. At a latter period
the English started subletting the Pplaces to mercﬁants. In 1711,
the company gave Tribitore, Sattangadu, Catawacsa to Suncarama at

a rate of 1200 pagodas per annumsq. These places farmed out to

the, w*though under the territarial jurisdiction of the
Qutbshahis,were governed by them ;nd they were free to impose
such rules which favoured them.

Development of trade and consequent revenue collection
created differences between the English and the Qutbshahi
-administration. The Grants of 1639 and 1645 did not confer on the
English the sovereign rights of Madras. The grants gave some

37. RFG, Sundry Book, 1677-78, Madras, 1910 p-41

38. Ibid, p-13-14

39. Love H.D., Vol. II, p-133-133
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concessions like protection and exemptidn .of custaoms and
authority to administer Justicein the city. The English at
Madras were aA vassal wunder a superior master. Later the
Qutbshahi grant tao the English in 1647 specified that half the‘
customs .levied on the goods was required to be paid to the
Golconda government. This is the premise on which the Golcoﬁda
officials acted against the English. Becaﬁse of thezgrowing trade
" and revenues in the city the sum £o-be paid as rent to the rQler
of Golconda was raised from the initial 380 pagadas to 1200
pagodas in 1638. In 1662, the Golconda Nawab Nekqam Khan claimed
that 120@ pagodas was inadequte and the money was refused. After
a span of 8 years in 1670, Neknam Khan claimed the arrearé to
which the English did not respond. This led tao a blockade- which
was conducted. for a month, after which the English paid the
arrearsqe. Immediately after this, Foxcraft the then governor got
a farman from the king and according to this a sum of 1200
pagodas was be paid'to the Divan directly and the English were
‘given absolute control over the town without any interference
from even Divan’'s subordinates41. It was this grant which later
created problems to the English in 1681 when Lingappa the ' local
governdr wanted to encroach into the settlement, by claiming mere
money on the ground that the population and the revenue of the

town had incresed42. lLigappa infact pressurised Acccanna (the

then Prime Minister) and got a farman for himself to collect the

4@. EFIX (New Series), Vol. 11, p-B8-14. RFG, Diary and
Consultation Book, 1681, Madras, 1913, p- 7, 14-15.

41. EFI (New Series), Vol. II, p—-39

-T

42, 1bid, p-39



rents of Chinnapatnam43, ‘which the English resented. Lingappsa,
therefore, responded with a blockade by stopping all provisions
into the town.

Forts genérally were hard hit by these blockades, as these
wefe enclpsed dwelling and most of the blockades were conducted
.on the suburbs of the city. The Engiish had three alternatives
Jto deal with these blocades} one way was to approach the - king
and get some additional concéssions which was an old policy of
the Europeansvto deal with the local governors; and another way
to deal with the immediate situation was to deploy officers to
the neighbouring villages to get provisions, and if the people
refused to give them provisions they would be punished44.
Generally the people agreed to send provisions, if the company
gave cowl for their security45.

The third alternative was that sincé the sea was still ogpen
to them so they could get provisions from their naorthern
Coromandel factories as we have seen earlier,maost of the rice
came from Masulipatam to Madras.

Coming to the_ commercial aspects of the city, Madras
depended totally on its hinterland. Madras attracted goods from
the interior from Nellore and Cuddapah fegion. In the north, it
had Nellore and Chingleput, of which the latter had Arani and
Ponneru thch had dense concentration of weaving villages.
Towafds its gsouth is Saidapet in which Madras and Santhome are

43. Wheeler Talbaoys, J. Madras in 0Olden Times, Vol. I, Madras,
1861, p-87, 116.

44. RFG, Diary, p-16
4s5. Ibid, p-18



- were | producing . for the export market46. .After abtaining
Santhome on farm in 1677, the English took possession of all the
weaving villages round it. Textiles also came from Tirukudikonam

and Caliapetta apart from Kanchipuram47. Down sauth of Madras

was Madufantakam talugq which contained many weaving and villagés
aroﬁnd them. Madras succeéded in ﬁapping Kanchipuram, Arani,
Chingleput and Arcaot districtsqe.

Nadras develaped purely because of its mercantile activities
as 1t hardly ﬁad any notable manufactures at the time the English
came hereqq. ‘Its poor manufacture can be expiained by the fact
that number of weavears residing in the town were very less.
Apart from 200 to 300 weavers settled in Madras in 1641, no
mention of additional weavers were made_£ill 169292, A& further
evidence is that the city got low revenues from the weavers when
the Eevenue was collected on the basis ofcaste. They got just 20—
pagodas from the weavers, Qhére as the trading classes like
Chittee caste gave 200@ pagodas, Quimittee caste 800 pagodas and

Sattiguru gave 208 pagodas as revenueSI.

However, the Madras government of the English attempted

experimentation of certain manufacturers. an attempt was made

46. Arasaratnam, p-22

47. RFG Sundry Book, p—-4

48. Arasaratnam, p-14@

49. Imperial Gazetter, p-50@9

S50. EFI, 1637-41, p-286, Love H.D., Val. I, p-947-548

St. Ibid., p-11
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regarding the saltpetre Industry at Madras, but ‘it was scrapped
as the cost of refining proved too expensivész. Like wise an

attempt was made to manufacture silk which also failed in 1703

S3

Regarding trade, it did not greatly increase# in the
seventeenth ‘century. Eépecially its first 28 years of history
was bad for trade at Madra554. This place was affected both
economically and Polifically. Econdmically, the Dutch at Pulicat
attracted most of its”goods manufactured in the region and it
took considerable time for the merchants to comevto Madras for
trade. Politically, the wars between the Qutbshahis and the
kiﬁgs o{.the declining Vijayanagar caused much havoc to trade in
these parts. The kiﬁgdom.of Vijayanagara was annexed in 1647,
and Madras came into the fold of Qutbshahi kingdom, which also
meant that 51 came under 1its adminsitration. Thus from 1652,
political warlords of the Quthshahi were asserting their power 1in
these European enclaves. Mir. Jumla had his interests at Madras.
Though = favourable to the English he was very cautious about
growing military strength of the English at Madras. He tried to
assert his authority by claiming half the revenues, having
commercial relations with the English merchants and also tried to
gain contrél over production and consumptionss. The last one
created problems during the governership of Streysham Master,
"when Accanna tried to fix the price at foft market. The

S2. RFG, Letter from 1678/79, p-8

33. RFG, Letters from, 1703, p-18
S4. Bruce, Annals, Vol. I, p—-391

93. Sarkar J.N. "The English in Madras and Mir Jumla", 14652-34,
IHC, 1940, p-259.
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governor, however, declared that the market was free for all to

buy and sell and no man could force the sellers to 'dispose at

fixed pric9556.

Coming to trade, Madras chiefly exported talicoes, long
€loth, salemporis, lungees, paintings, saltpetre, iron ahd steel
and diamonds. It imported wax cloth, gunny bags, rice from

Bengal, butter, wine,jvinegar rose water from Persia ,and spices
from Spice island557; Tﬁe major cities with which the Madras
bért had trading links were: Bengal, ' Masulipatam, Vizagpatam,
Fort St. David, Bombay, Tricombar, Surat, Negapatnam, Madapollem
in India Sidney, Persia, Hormuz, Colombo, China, Manila, Pegu
Acheen and Canton outside India. With the beginning of the 18th
century, trading activity of the company was at its zenith.
From 1709 onwards, atleast, 12 ships were calling on the Madras
port énnuallyss. However, it is very hard to say anything about
. the volume of trade as it was fluqtuating from yeaf to - year.
Even 1in the 17th century the Qolume of trade seemed to have
fluctuafed because Madras was 1in a farmative stage and
concentrated much on the expansion of the settlement. Further
the period is marked by severe disturbances in the region.
Organisation of‘trade till the end of the 17th century  was
very simple. the governor was the highest authority and was the
first member of councilsq. Their came the Book keeper followed
by -ware ﬁouse keéper and customer who has to 'collect all the
S6. Master. s, Vol. 1, p-75
57. RFG, Letters {from 1703, p—-41
38. Love, H.D., Vol. II, p-133
59. When Madras was made presidency, the Governor became the

highest authority and controlled the whole of Coromandel coast
and Bengal.
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customs, rent and taxes. The members of council under them bhad
factors, writers and apprentices who did most of the procuring.
What is hore important here is the growth of Jjoint stock
companies among the Indians under a chief merchant. Most of these
Indian companies procurred goods for the Europeans. = The
'merchants who supplied textiles to the English company fell gnder
different categories. There were contractors whé supplied cotton
goods. Shroffs and money changers gave loans to the company and
some times advanced the money to the weavers. Over all these men
was the chief merchant who had the responsibility of clearing
the contracts. He also hired brokers who were directly paid by
the chief merchant. For his work he received ten to fifteen per
éenf of commission on both sales and purchases. It 1looks 1like
most of these chiet merchants migrated Ffrom the northern
Coromandel and significantly they 531 belonged to Telugu trading
communities. The first of this kind was Sheshadra who came to
Madras in 164@6m. The most important chief merchants were Kasi
Virranna, his brother Pedda Venkatadri, Suna Rama, Serrappa and
Kittee Narain. These merchants wielded considerable influence in
the kingdom of Golconda. For example, Pedda Venkatadri created
many problems, because of his links with Golconda kings. The
other class of people who came into prominence were the brokers
or dubash (Do-—-basha). Their main work was to translate the
documents from and into Persian. Apart from this, theses people
were empléyed by the company to negotiate between the English and

60. Raychaudhari Tapan, Jan Company, p—42
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the Qutbshahis, for which they got commisionbl. The most
notable were Vir Raghavayyé, Gapala Pantulu and Panga Brahminy.

Thus Madras by the end of the seventeenth century grew into
an European stronghold, exercising its paower on the whole coast.
Though established with the idea of trading in this region, the
history of Madras city in the first &0 years, shows thatr the
English were more preoccupied with defending the city and thereby
defending the trade. As discussed earlier, this was necessitated
by not only the nature of local administration but alsao the
structural changes in the trading policy fallowing the rivalry
with. the Ddtch camapany. Madras city is thus a classic example
of how the English 1in order to profect trade were slowly
infringing themselves into the local politics. This is also a
stage where the Europeans were more concerned with ~defending
their trade through these ‘“Forts-. The Madras fort, faor
instance, defénded not only the artisans, and ather merchants,
but also 1its trade. In the 18th century, we see the trade
increasing 'in this city, and for this the ground work was done by
the English in the seventeenth century by'expénding the éity and
strengthening its defences.

Madras because of its growing population, naturally needed
certain administrative set up and slowly the English were
successful 1in introducing many administrative changes, therby

making Madras an administrative fort for defending its material

base—-trade.

61. Vir Raghavayya for example was employed to 1look into the
matters of Golconda. He was the man responsible 1in getting
Tribetore, Triplace, Egmore, Porto-Noro and Santhome. Ref: RFG

Sundry Book 1677/78, p-4, 12, 13, 41.
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CHAPTER V



COROMANDEL COAST AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

The war in ‘1687 between Mughals and the Golconda had

tremendous impact on the South Indian, politics and economy.
t

=<
.

Politically Golconda came directly under the Mﬁghal >SUZERAINTY
Econoﬁically, especially on the coasts the European companies of
Vthe Dutch, Englishvand the French realiseé that irrespective of
the éosté, they have +to ado?t‘themselves to a new regime.
Dealing ﬁith the Mughals was not an eaéy one, as .the Mughals
distrusted the comp@nies, especially the English, however, were
aware that the companies can be goéd revenue raisess. Therefore,
they followed, the old systeh ofl.giving concessions to the
cbmpanies. These Muéhal concessions did not differ .much from
those !neoagniged ﬁh&f o cnaﬁﬁéiven by ™he Golconda, in the
earlier period. ‘

The French were the first to ‘approach the Emperor for
tfading cd%essigh at Maéulipatam. Hervef, there- trading
activities were only “Marginal owing to serious shortage of -

capital, and have restricted themselves to Pondichery which

‘steadily grew under the leadership of Francois Martin. THRe Dutch
‘also got footing at Masulipatam apart from minting and renting
rights at Pulicat. The English were the worst hit on the coast

~
in the post war period. The English with_ drew all their
factories in the Golconda territories, owing to the reprisel of

the Mughalsl. Except Madras and Fort St. David the English

1. The English situation worsened whesm they seized Mughal Ships
on the Western coast. The emperor ordered complete arrest of the
English merchants and the prohibition of trade with EIC through
out the Empire. Ref. Richards J.F. in Joshi P.M. and Najeem M.A.
ed. The Studies in the Foreign relations of India, Hyderabad,

1975, p-510
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abandoned all the factories. It was only after the payment of
war indemnity of 150,080 rupees to the Mughals that their
_situation improved2 from 1698. This was the situation in the
last decade of the seventeenth century in the scuthern india.
Mughal empire witnessed internal bickering from 1690°s
onwards, which helped.’the European strongholds to become
important. By the end of the seventeenth sentury, thev farmation
énd growth of commercial centres constituted a significan£
southward shi?t in the patterns of trade and urbanization Vin
peninsular India, from those prevailing under Golconda in ‘the
seventeenth century3. The causes for this type of shift are
varied. The Dutch during this time secured Ceylon and were at
any cost trying to defend this trade which was an entrepot for
spices. ' Hence, they changed the capital from Pulicat to
Negapatnam. The French on the other hand, as mentioned earlier,
were troubled internally in the organisation, because aof shortage
of capital, ‘adverse governmental policies in France. Lack of
investment means a corrésponding lack of economic and political
influence ‘beyond &Lndichery. The English gave a different
picture, though started with fear after the war, they . berhaps
were the most successful ones. Like moét of the companies, they
congratulated the Mughals for their take over of Golconda and got

some concessionsq. What made the English successful was their

stronghold at Madras.

3. Ibid p-513

4. RFG, Diary and Consultation Book 1687, p-29, 144, 145
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The picture of Masulipatam from the last three decades Vof
the seventeenth century is very disturbing for a student who is
interested 1in the commercial history of‘Asia. A pbrt which
previously was acclaimed as Metropolitan ﬁort in 166B8°'s, socon
declined. The first seeds of decline can be traded to 1677,
which was relatively peaceful from all types of distﬁrbances when
ghristophe? Hotton wrote to ﬁaster that "It was 1impossible to
obtain goods without giving money out some months be?ore,
previously town was soe well stored with divers sorts of
callicoes and were procurable in space of two or three dayss.l

The town was so dependent on the local polity that with the
war 1in 1687, the trade from this place was totally ruined. Most
of the native merchants, who were directly depending on the state
declined. ‘Moors’ who had a thriving trade from this place on
the JAaccount of their relakions with the Golconda which had w?th
shia rulers of Persia were not to be seen in the prominénce at
the end of the seventeenth century. Hindu merchants depended SO
much on the Europeans previously, could-not establish themselves
ihdividually on the capitalist lines, once the Europeans left the
place, therefore, we have large number of Merchants migrating
from 'one place to another, and some settled in poliﬁics (Mir
Jumla) giving up trade. |

For Europeans the scene was different. The factories failed
them to give necessary benefit to trade in the region peacefully.
The troublés and problems they faced on a&count of wars, made the

Euraopeans go far away from t&® Golconda in the seventeenth

century, and made them establish fortified settlements in

5. Master, S. Vol. I, p-61



relatively peaceful and less strong kingdoms 64 8% South - India
especially wunder the Vijayanagara and under Naiks of Ginji. If
we study carefully, it is observed that strong kingdoms did not
allow Europeans to construct forts.. This can be because of the
Feason that the kingdoms wogld not get as much as revenue as they
would get in a factofy. They also did not want to share the
sovereign power and Qould not want *to transfer politico-
Administrative authority to the Europeans.

. In the post war period, though most of the companies
struggled . to secure concessions to trade at Masulipatam {(which
still had a potential for trade) sooﬁ had to abandon this. The
French for example, who established a regular trading factory
hefe, closed it down in 1693, but was reactivated again in 17@3
but socon fell into disuse againé. The Dutch still continued to
" maintain prading stations. at Bimlipatam, Palakollu, Draksharamam
and Pe&apoli, but did not greatly invest in defences. Their main

thrust shifted to Nagapatnam. One major set back they got after

-

the ’waj the closure of their factory at Hyderabad, which always
had been their important trading place throughout the seventeenth
ceﬁtury. - The English also like other Europeans maintained
Masulipatam after some initial problems, but for them the trade
did not greatly 1increase. One fhiné which perhaps affected
Masulipatam was that in 1670s Madapollem and Virasvaram were
declared independent of Masulipatém by the English which hitherto
were >under Masulipatam. This perhaps might have affected the

trade of the port considerably.- Trade for English do not appear

to have increase, for in 1726, Masulipatam and Madapollem factory

6. Richards, J.F., p=-31l14p



were maintained at a cost of 628 pagodas per annum while
Visakapatnam factory at same date costed 6@G@0 pagodas7.

Madras on the other hand has a different story to narrate at
the end of the seventeenth4century. Madras succeeded where
Masulipatam failed. The structural defects in the factory were
overcome in thelforts af fhe Euraopeans. Because of the wars in
the northern Co;omandel, mast weavers and mé?chants flocked to
English strangholds for-security. The factory couid not provide
this basic requirement for a merchants and hence by the end of
the seventeenth century after the war we see a significant shift
of well known Telugu merchants moving southwards. Throughout the
second half of the seventeenth century we see Madras frequéntly
concentratiné on the strengthening of the fort, to defend the
trade.  The initiative taken by the administration of Pitt, the
East India Company‘ continued ta possess a secure baseA of
operations on the est téast by attracting merchants.

: been

Foreign merchants especially the Jews wha had, trading .in
diamonds at Masulipatam and Hyderabad, now increasingly doved to
Madras from Hyderabade. By 17089 the movement seemg to have
accelerated, for the Dthh ét Machilipatam reported that the
wealthy merchants preferred to their homes, migrated to Madrasq.
By 1702°'s we can séy the whole trade was under the control of

Madras for the troubles brought it from Masulipatam toc Madras,

from where Madras becomes one of the most important commercial

centres in India.

7. Impey ol G%o‘ge,ttuu’ wtl P
8. RFG,Despatches, Vol 2, 1785 p-2@8.

9. Richards, J.F, p-514-515
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;The voyage from factdry to fort did not end the matters for
the Europeahsl In the eighteenth and ninteenth century, when the
Englésh were establishiné their footrhold in the sub-—continent,
poliﬁically, they were at the same time seeking what is called‘as
‘Extqa-territorality' in the land. it is significant to note
here that it is from tﬁese.forts of Madras, Calcutta and Bdmbay
(the presidencies) that they could acquire exﬁra gterritorality',

first in the neighbouring parts, but soon expanded to the whole

of sub-continent.
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