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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTORY

The Kalacuri  kingdoms of Tripuri and Ra-
tanpur, offer a field of study which is yet to
aftract  adequate attention from  historians.
While there is, no doubt, a volumi-
nous literature pertaining to what may
be termed as the ‘political’ or ‘dynas-
tic* history, there is not much  interest

shown by  historiangs to clearly delineate the  socio-

cultural aspeots of the  period under review,

The kalacuri  records cover a period of more
than  four centuries, e, 1rom 700 A.D.
to the time of establishment of the Delhi  sul-
tanate. Unfortunately, this area has not been culli-

vated in any significant manner, except for a

couple of historical writings in the recent past

1 :



The  kalacuris  have, more often than nof,
only attracted a few passing references in  writ-

ings whose main focus is on a general overview

of the political conditions in  North India. A
case in point is H.C.Ray’s Dynastic _ History
of _ North |ndia’ This early work has a chapter
devoted  to each of the prominant  ruling
houses in  North India from the #&th to the 1zth
centuries  A.D., such as the Candellas, Kalacuris,
Paramars, Calukyas and the like. While  at-
tending to the  Kalacuris?, the focus of
altention is  on the political  exploits and con-
flicts  with  other  contemporary  powers such  as
the  Calukyas, At no point in his study . has
the author  altempted  to  formulate a  connected
history of the Kalacuris. The arenas  of sociely
and  oculture do not form an intrinsic  part of
his  study, focussing as he s on  the po-
litical  history of the Kalaouris. In  fact,
the  main point of interest in  his  work,
from the point of view of our study, lies  in

1. Ray, H.C., Dynastic History of North India Volume ii, 1973 (Revised).
2. lbid, pp. 897-99; 751-820




the chronological  survey that he has

undertaken of the Kalacuri rulers. In 'doing
$0, he has devoled seperate sections to
Tripuri and Ratnapur branches. With
the  exception of one or two
fleeting references {o  administration and
religion?, the utitization of the insriptional
sources i made  basically to - satisty questions
pertaining to  the lraditional elements of history
writing,  such as  conqguests and  conflicts.
There is no hint of any other primary  source-
materiél, numismatic  or literary, in  his study.
This work  obviously suffers  from a tack of

source-material, being written as early as 1935,

V.V. Mirashi's monumental work on the in-
soriptions of the Kalacuri Cedi Era, con-
tained  in the Corpus._ Inscriptionum Indicarum,

Volume IV (parts 1 and 2% forms a land mark
in the study of the Kalacuris, “tor, it draws

the aftention of later writers who have come

3. ibid, p 682-83, 793. :
4 Mirashi, V.V., Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, Vol.iv, parts i and ii, Oota-

camund, 1855,
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forward with some credible  interpretations.
Apart  from the meticulous arrangement of all the
inscriptions  of  the  Kalacuris, Mirashi also  provides

an  exhaustive introduction, wherein  he has provided

a sketch of the various aspects of  Kalacuri
lite  such as polity, society, economy and
religion, However, it must be émpha—
sised that what  he has produced is  only
an outline, meant to encourage further  re-
search in that direction. Somewhat more
potent than the introduction to the
inscriptions are the few articles of Mirashi
of a more  specific riature, For instance,
his article on  the Saiva Acdryas . of _  the
Méft%imayura _oland, published in 1950, pro-
vides s with an insight into the life of
the Saiva  Fodrya, and the conditions
of his acceptance in  the Kalacuri kingdom.,
This excites  one into  an enquiry of the reli-
gious tendencies of the times, which  shall
form the subject-matter for one of the chapters

5 Mirashi, V.V., S'aiva Acaryas of Mattamayura Clan, Inclian Historical Quéﬂerly,
26(1), 1950,




In the present study,

Following  the  writihngs of  Mirashi, F.K.Lal,
writing in  the early sixties, provides an interest-

ing study of the Flace Names _ in the Kalaguti

Fecords.b This is of immense help to  us in
reéonstruoting the  historical  geography of the
area under study. Apart  from this, however,
a  more singular  contribution oft this  article s
the atempt made in it to decipher  the  socio-
religious  and economic meaning of the place-
names.  Lal has classified  the place-names  on
the basis of two slandpoints: semantic and mor-
phological.  While the first classification helps
us  in establishing  some  connection between the
place - names and  various phenomena  such
as commeroial activity, caste affliations
or  professions of the local residents, names  of
local  deities, and the like, the second enables
us to  associale the place - names with the
‘nature’  of the place, ie, whelher it was a vil-

lage or a ‘nagara’. F.K.Bhattacharya’s is-

6. Lal RK., Place - names in Kalacuri Records, IHQ, 38, pp 38-110.



torical Geography _ of Madhya FPradesh’ is a simi-

farly  useful survey,  for, it takes note  of
most of the geographical references made in the
Kalacuri  records, and places them in the proper
perspéotive. E.D.Ehattacharya's Survey _ of -
Historical Geography _ of = Ancient Ind(ia8 provides a
bibliography  of the notable writings  on  the his-
torical  geography of the region, Both of these
works, although  not  essentially a part  of the
available literature on the Kalacuris, are
nonetheless  useful in familiarizing  ourselves with
the geographical  context,

In the recent past, a couple of histori-
cal  writings have attempted a more incisive study

than all the above menlioned works on the Kala-

ouris. Rahman Ali's At and _  Architecture  of
the _ Kalacuris® is an attempt to ocarry out a

criical study of the art and architectural remains of

7. Bhattacharya, P.K., Historical Geoqraphy of Madhya Pradesh, Motilal Banara-
sictass, Delhi, 1977,

8. Chatlopadhysays, B.D., Survey of Historicsl Geography of Ancient india, ICHR,
1947, '

8 Rahman Ali, Art and Architeclure of the Kalacuris, Sandeep Prakashan, Delhi,
1840




the Kalacuris. This work may be regarded as a
follow-up  of  the much  earlier treatise of

R.D.Banerjea, - namely Haihayas of _ Tripuri _ and

their _ _  Monuments’, published in the
Maemoirs of the Archeological Survey of In-
dia. While Eanerjea, writing in 1931, pro-
duced a record of the Kalacuri monuments,

Rahman Ali  has aftempted a more analytical study

of those records, In the first chapter of his
work, Ali  gives a goo;ﬁ summery  of the
views of Mirashi on the social, eco-
nomic and  political  conditions of the period.
In  later  chapters he merely catelogues
the  architectural, sculptural and  epigraphic
remains of the Kalacuris. | Nevertheless, + it has
some  ufility for our purposes as it helps in
ascertaining  the major religious and  cultural
trends in the Kalacuri ,kingdom, We have |
found the last chapter of the book too  useful
in  so far as it provides information on the

coinage of the Kalacuri kings.

10. Banerjea R.D., Haihayas of Tripuri and their Monuments, Memoirs of the Arche-
ological Survey of India. No. 27.




The most recent and usetuyll work on the

Kalacuris  has been done by -R.K.Sharma in
his Kalacuris _ And _ Their _ Times', published in
19820, This work is quite exhaustive, since it
covers the political, social, . economic
and religious  conditions in the time of the
Kalacuris. it furnishes us  with a great deal

of data which may be subjected to further analysis

and interpretation, The basic source mate-
rial  utilized by FR.K.  Sharma is epigraphio. Liter-
ary sources are used only for corroborative
purposes and have not been ulilized inten-
sively. The first sevenchapters are in the tra-
dional mould, providing a politfoal description  of
the  Kalacuris, His perception follows the fradi-
tional pattern, visualising a simplistic picture of the
polity, consisting of the king, the ministers and
the like with no attempt. to analyse  the
system of relationships. - The chapters on
sociely and religion are reconstructed almost en-
tirely on the basis of the epigraphic

11. Sharma, R.K.,_Kajacurfs and their Times, Sandeep Prakashan, Delhi, 1980.

8



records, The WOrks of R3jasékhara and

other literary sources are largely ignored.

Apart from the  sludies listed ~above,
certain relevant  chapters in the text books pl)b- '
lished in the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Series  contain
references to the Kalacuris of Tripuri and Ratnapur.

However, such  references  as are  found in  The

Classical  Age, The Age of [mperial Kanayj and
The _ Stuagle for _ _ Empite mostly provide
information concerning the  political history
of the Kalacuyris and as such are not ~ of much

use for our purpose,

The present study is an attempt to make
a more holistic  approach to _the Kalacuri
times, Instead of being confined to the epi-
graphic  records  only  which  shall, of  course,

be an important  source of intormation, it  also
makes use of the information gleaned from the
literary, archeological and numismawstic  sources,
The  contemporary literature  of the  period  under
study has survived in  the form of the

works of Rajadekhara and Alberuni who

oo



visited  India in the 11th  century. Ra&-

jasekhara s believed to  have resided at Tripuri

during the rule of the Kalacuri King Yuvarajadeéva
(1. We have taken . into cognizance several
of his notable works, viz., Karpuramanjari'2,
Kavya-mimamsa'®, and Viddha  salabhanjika'4.
The last one was written at the Tripuri
court, 19 Réjas’ekh-:ara provides interesting information

on the sociely and religious practices of the age.
Although it would not be correct to treat his
works as  being primarily concerned with the  oul-
tural milliey of the Kalacuri life and times, a criti-

cal study of his works makes it quite apparent

that the author was very much conscious of the
society and culture in which he thrived. it

has been our endeavour to use such references in

our study,

12. Translaled by Lanman, C.R., Edited by Stenkonow, HOS, Cambridge, 1363.

13. Textand transiation by Sharma, KN, Edited by Dalal, C.D., and Ananta Krishna
Sastri, GOS Baroda, 1916

14. Translated Gray, L.H., J.A.Q.8., 27, 1906; edited by Jitendra Bimal Chaudhury,
Calcutta, 1943.

16, Mirashi, V.Y, ClI, Yolume iv, part i, p choxv.
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The numismatic  sources have been helpful in

giving  us some idea of the religious beliefs of
the  kings. Unfortunately, the absence  of
| coing aftributable to specific  kings is a rather
serious  handicap. | Only a few coins  of
Gangeyadeva have been idenlified as far as the
Kalacuris  of  Triputi  are  concerned, and some
coins of the Ratanpur kings Jajjaladeva (1), Rat-
nadeva (H] and Prthvideva (n have

been unearthed.1®

A far more comprehensive picture i
presented by the numerous inscriptional records
of the Kalacuris. -  This sludy was facilitated to
some extent by the monumental work of Mi-
rashi who  edited and translated the  Kalacuri
records in the above cited volumes,
We  have utilized sixty-seven  epigraphs for
the purposes of our study. In addition,
information available in . some periodicals
such as the Epigraphia _ Indica, where
certain articles have appeared regarding the

16. thid, p. choodiif.



Kalacuri records, have also been used,

The geographical area  which the present
study encompasses  has been drawn up on
the basis of the find-spots of the inscriptions,
the territorial references that we come
across in  our sources, and the villages men-
tioned in the records as granis. Admittedly,

to use the ocriteria of the find-spots of the inscrip-
tions may not always be a proper yard stick, but
the mention of the place of the issue of the in-
scriptions in our records removes the drawback
to some  extent, The  northem boundary may

be defined as the lower course of the Ganga,

i.e., the Allahabdd to Bandras region,” while the
upper course of the river Narmada roughly
corresponds to the southern frontier.!® The in-
scriptions  discovered al Kalapahar in  Satna
district and Deori in  Jabalpur district’  show
us the boundary on the western and north west-

17. Refer to the inscription of the KalacuriKing Karna, viz., Nos. 48and 50 (Benaras
Plates), in Mirashi, Y.V., Cll, vol. iv, panrti, pp 236-49; 252-62.

18. Rehman Ali, op.cit,, p.23.
19. Mirashi, V.Y., op.cit, p.312 {no.60); Rahman Ali, op.cit, p.23.

12



ern side. On the - eastern and

south-eastern  frontier, the . inscriptions and land
grants  in the region  around Seorinarayan?®
and Bilaigarh?!  in the Bilaspur  district and

roughly on the Mahanadi suggest the  probable

limits. In gmgraphloal terms, the area on the
map??  lying bptween 2030 N and 25, 45 N
latitude, and between 79, 30 E and 83, 00
E  longitude  roughly oorrespohds to the  region

under  study.?

The present study oconsists of three  chapters,

The first of these is devoled fo an  examination
of the social milieu in  the Kalaouri Kingdom.,
We have taken  cognizance of the  social
calegories  mentioned in  our  sources, and the

manner in  which they were perceived during the

period, specially in the region of our  study.

20. Mirashi, V.V, op.cit., No. 82, pp. 419-422.
21. 1Ihid., No. 89, pp. 458-62.
22. Appendix'C'.

23. Rahman Ali has given 22, 30N lattituce as the southern - most tip of the Kalacuri

area - Reshman Ali, op. cit, p.24.  However, & 12th century grant mentions

- Salmalya, which lies between 20, 30 N and 21 00N latitude, refer map showing
the distribution of Kalacuri grants.

13



While, for the most part, the  study is

based upon the Inscriptions of Tripuri and
Ratnapur, on ooccassions we have ulilized certain
records  of the collateral b(énohes where the infor-
mation is found to add to our understanding.
While  making a chronological  study of the
Brahmanas, we have taken recourse. to both the

Eavl)/ as well as e later \'G-Co\'cls.
While utilizing  the  concepl of ‘role’ in  our

study, we have tried to focus on the occupa-

tional paltern for the purposes of enquiring into the

conhformity, or non-conformity, of the social divisions
to  their {raditional professions. Unlike  other
seclions  of the sociely, the Brﬁhmarjas are  promi-
nant - in  our  sources. For this reason, a major
section is devoled 1o the Brﬁhmagés, with  specific
reference  to  the nature of Brahmana seftlements
and the problem of . migration. This  study
also includes seperate sections on the Ksa-
triyas, Vais'yas and Kayasthas, Wherever  possible,
we have  brought  out the interplay  between
these social categories. The  subsequent

seclion of this chapter deals with references 1o

14



women, The concluding section is devoted to the
analysis of the various socio-economic identities
which were, of necessity, the auxilliaries of

economic  life,

The next chapter attempts to portray the
major religious  trends whioh. were present
in the area and period of our  sludy. In
addition to the inscriptional sources, the
numerous architectural  monuments  of the  Kalacuri
era, the coinage of the period and the works

of FRajasekhara have been utilized for this purpose.

This chapter seeks to  identity the dominant forces
such as  S'aivism, Vais'navism, the ocult of the
Mother Goddess, | the cult of Ganes’a,
and the  heterodox secls of Buddhism and
Jainism., An  attempt has also been made
to bring to light the interaction between these

differing  religious  groups in  sociely. We  have

also  looked into the socio-economic role and* the

management of the Staiva mathas. In  this
connection, an  attempt is made to gain an
ingight into  the life of the acaryas, their ori-

15



gins and mode of life, and :iheir multifereous  activi-

ties in the religious and charitable fields.

The final chapter incorporates our conclusions.

16



CHAPTER - |

SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATIONS-

A STUDY OF CASTE AFFILIATIONS
AND OCCUPATIONAL VERSATILITY

The division of society into categories based

on fundamental variations in disposition, capac-
ity and  character is a common enough
feature in  many paris of the world, but the
gradual evolution of a system expostulating

hereditary  groups  existing  within  the  confines  of

strongly demarcated  arenas of social inter-action
and  simultaneously remaining  within the - purview
of the sociely as a whole s a rather unique

4

phenomenon  and  peculier in  the Indian  context.

Such  divisions, in - the initial  stages, were

17



founded. upon the lines of occupation!, and may

be characterized as relatively ‘open’. This ‘open-
ness is particularly  apparent when we  make
a  comparision with later limes which
saw  these divisions harden and gradually
develop into exclusive  hereditory  caste-groups.

This  development was marked by a  simultaneous

engendering  of  certain  regulations  regarding  food,

marriage and the like, By the time we come
to our own tlime-frame, the ftraditional . differentia-
tions based upon the four-fold division of soci-
ely into Brahmana, Ks'atriya, Vais'ya and
S'udra still  continued, but  the fatter two
calegotries were hardly visible, Besides, new
groups of uncertain ranking had come up.

As the bulk of the population
lived in the villages, = i would be
interesting to  find  out wha the typical village

in the Kalacuri times was like, prior to our ex-
amination of the social calegories ‘per se. The

Iand-grantls contain descriptions  of the following

i

1. M.P, 11, 38, 46 quoted in Chauhan, Kamala, CHNL p.1.

18



type: “This = village is his, . .inclusive of water

and, mango  and maqnuka trees, together
with its pits and barren - lands, together  with
mines of iron and salt...  together with woods,
meadows and pasture lands...2 This gives us
an excellent idea of the constituent elements
of a Vvillage. . The term ‘Jala-sthala’, liter-
ally 'water-land3,  has been elucidated by R.K.
Sharma as a phrase inclusive of
tanks, wells, reservoirs, cultivable fand and all.
that is buit on tandt - The phrase ‘pasture-lands’

(above) is usually accompanied by the term ‘pary-

anta’, implying that the village boundary was oir-

cumvented by these pasture lands, The bound-

ary  itself was well-defined, as the phrase “..with

its four boundaries well-determined...” would indi-

oale. Apart  from the cultivable ~land, the vil-

lage also possessed bare, arid and marshy land.®
The _ _ cCaste _ _ Composition _ of _ the

Village: Besides the information on the chief

2. Mirashi, op. cit., No. 48, 1. 36, No.50, 1.38.

3 Ibid, p. 262. '

4. Sharma R.K., Kalacuris and their Times, p. 133.

5. ‘Jangsala anupd of the in scriptions; Sharma R.K., op. cit,, p. 133.

19



physical  constitutents of a village it is some

times possible to garnish some material on the
social components of the village. The
land grants to  Brahmanas® must have led
to the creation of localised pockets of -
Brahmana  inhabitants. This has led R.K.Sharma’

to  postulate that the population was organised on

the basis  of caste or  community. He
has refered to the exclusive  Brahmana seltle-
ments of Karnavati- established . by Karga"— and
the anonymous one mentioned in the Bargaon in-
scription  of Sabara.’ However, we do  not
come across any other instance of such
agrahara settlements established by the Kala-
ouri  Kings. Further, there is no clear - oul
reference to settiements having been con-
firmed upon any other  specified caste
or sommunity. JIn order to pursue the

possibility, nevertheless, we may attempt an analysis

Refer to the map showing the grants made to Brahmanas
Sharma, RK,, op. cit, p. 134.

Mirashi, op. cit.,, No. 48.

Ibict., No.

L@Nm

20



[H-3497%

of the place-names mentioned in our rec-
otds, on  the line of R.K. LalLl0 A vil-

lage called Vaniapataka is mentioned in the Kahla

Plates of Sogdhadava! This village, as the
name indicates, may have been dominated
by the merchant  population,? Following  the
same  logic, village - Bamhani of the Ratanpur
Stone insoription of (KIE 916"  may have been
a big Brahmana settlement, ™4 Abhirapalli vil-
lage  mentioned in Gﬁrg? Stone inscription’®  may
have denoted a selllement of Abhiras or Cow-
herds'®; and village Nagabala of Bilhari . Stone
inscription’?  may  have been a settlement

dominated by the Nagas,'8 it " may be mentioned

10. Lal, RK, place-names in the Kalacuri records, IHQ, 38, pp. 98-110.
11. Mirashi, v.v, Cli, iv, partii, No. 74,
12. La,RK, op. cit, p. 101.
13. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 96
14. Lal, RK, op. cit, p.100.
15. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 46.
16. Lal, RK op. cit, p. 101, For various views regarding the meaning and antiquity
oftheterm ‘abhiras’, see B.s. Suryavanshi, The Abhiras their hislory and culture,
p. 174
17. Mirashig op. cit, No. 45.
18. The Nagas were members of a tribe principally located in the. Chota ngpur
Region. The tribe derived their name from the ‘Nag’ or Cobra. The legendary
+  story aftached to the Nagagia tribe tends to indicate that the Nagas were an
offshoot of the Mundas; Russell, RY., 7ribes and castes of the centra/
Provincess ofinchiaiv, p. 258. The termmay also have derived its meaning from
‘Naghasi@, denoting the original settiers of chota Nagpur; Raizada A., 7ribe

Development in Madhya Fradeshp. 36. s

’ DIss’ '
21 | 726.14509543 ﬁé
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here that the Nagas did indeed enjoy - a

distinguished position - in the  Kalacuri times,
as the very second record from Tripuri®®  cities
Chotu Nagaka as being in ocharge of the
Vidaya  al  Kakandakuti20
SECTION - |

Our sources indicate that the . Brﬁhmar_las
were  identified in terms of the
‘Sakhas’, | ‘gotras’ and ‘pravaras’, It is
possible fo wcarry out a chronological  survey on
the basis  of the inscriptional and literary
references to such distinctions of gotra and
pravara. in the earlier records of the Kalacuris,
distinctions  based on the  vedas, .sakhas  and
gotras  are  mentioned?!, while in  the laler
records surnames gradually begin to make
their  appearence. These surnames  appear to
have been formed on the basis of places of

19.  Mirashi, op. cil,, No. 36.
20.  ibid, .
21, ibid, p. cixiv.
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origin, A few records mention the  Rgvedins,

and their - geographical distribution shows that
they were spread over a large area?® The
Tripuri records  do not refer to the
Madhyandina  Brahmanas  of the S'ukla  Yajurveda
S3kha, but the records belonging to the

early Kalacuris® and those of Ratanpur ocontain  sev-

eral references to them, . The grants containing
these references have been :located in Uttar
Fradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Chatis-
garh,24 One record belonging to the early Kala-

curis, mentions & Erahmana belonging to the Krsna
Sakhd of the Yajurveda® Kulafica, the home of
the Sandhilya gotra  Brahmanas belonging to
the Samaveda, is refered to in  another

record of the Tripuri branch%

Apart from rﬁentioning the vedas,

gotras, and  pravaras, our  records also men-

Z22. Ibid. NO. 56,1.22. (3ang‘5.dharas%rman is mentioned in Deoli Pancala, while No.
76, 1.26 mentions a Rgvedia in village Basaha in Apara Mandala (see Map.).
23.  Ibid, No. 14,1.21. ~ -
24.  Ibid, No. 74 (ll. 41-42) mentions Tik3ri, Candulia and other villages; No. 36,w.
16-16 (mentions village Avala. ~
25, Ihid, No. 12
26.  Ibid, No. 51. {p.268).
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fion somelimes the original  place of  habitation

!

from  which  migration  had taken place, and
the surnames  adopted on the basis  of such
migration. The fast aspect is more apparent
in the Ratanpur records, We shall come -
back to these aspects when we take up
the question of migration in the later . section of
this  chapter, But what can be noted here
is that while the Kalacuris of Tripuri  extended
their  patronage to  the FRgveding and o the
Ba'lma[\as of the Sandhilya gdlra belonging to the
Samaveda, the Ratanpur branch showed a
greater  affinity  towards the  Madhyandina Brah-
manas belonging to the Stukla Yajurveda
S3kha. The records of the Ratanpur branch
show a greater number of migration in to
the  Kalacuri ~ Kingdom by the Erahmanas

from far of places such as Sonabhadra? in  Uttar

Pradesh and Kumbh3ati in Madhya Bharat.?®

The Brahmanas, in order to distinguish them-
selves from other caste-groups,  and tfo emphasize

27.  ibid, No. 83.
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their high status added suffixes or prefixes to their
names, One notices that these titles underwent a
change in  course of time While in the early

records we come across prefixes like Brahmana®,

Bhatta _ or Bhattika® and  the suffix swamin® in
the later  records the Brahmapas assumed
prefixes  such as Pandita, Thakkira, _ Rauta and
Gainta®?, and the suffix Sarman become  quite
common.

{ .

RELIGIOUS ROLE OF THE BFU.\HMAI\'IAS:

The inscriptional as  well as literary sources
of the’ period make it amply evident that
the Erahmana was  considered to be the
source of knowledge and learning. According
to  Fajasekhara, the means of purifioati'on lies
through a Brahmana's  fee”, % The  exalted
status of the Erahmana is also brought out

by Alberuni who writess the the Brahmanas were

98. ibid., No. 97.
79 ibid, No. 14,1.22.

0. ibid, No. 13, 1.7.

31, ibid, No. 12,1.21; No. 15, 1.33.

32 ibic, Nos. 48 (1.39) : 60 (1.40); 62 (v.6) ; 65 (1.814), also in p. clxvi.
33 Viddr111,78-79, p.42
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“the very best of mankind.34 Alberun also al-

fudes to some of the economic advantages en-
joyed by the Brahmana, The Brahmana, by
the sheer incidence of birth, was regarded as a
superior  being, if we are to believe in a pas-"

sage of the Karpuramanjari.*®

From “the | available literary and
epigraphic  sources, it appears that the Brah-
manas lived a holy and  religious life,
The six-fold duties of the Brahmanas  are referred

to in the FRewd plates of Jayasimha of (K} E

926% and the Pargam plates of Prihvideva (Il)

of (K] E §97:%  Yagna, _ Yajana, _ adhayana,
adhyapana, dana and pratigrha.’® The performance

4. Alberuni's nchis 11, p 132 _
35.  Kar.p.234 where Fajasekharaspeaks of aconfrontation between aBrahmana

and a maid-servant. On being outshone by the maid-servant, the Brahmana
retorts : “Command me to aroyal court such as this {(where) a slave-girl sets up
a rivalry with & Brahmana”. The maid-servant also says . “There is no rivaling
you; foryou, though uniettered as the iron beam of a goldsmith’s balance, are
employedas apoet of balance forweighing jewels ; while 1, thoughletfteredlike
a {common) balance am not employed in the weighing of gold”.

36. Mirashi, op.cit, No. &5, 1.8.

37.  Ibid, No. 123, v.17

-38. Regering to performance of sacrifice for themselves and others, studying,
teaching, making and receiving gifts. ; also in Jaiswal, 8., Studiesin Eariyindian
Social History, Trends and Posibilities, //R vol. 6, 79-80, p. 24.
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1A

of grha trites such as the pancamahayajnas® con-

.

tinued in Brahmana  families, and  there s
avidence to  show that the state  encouraged
them. Most  of the grants made by the
early Kalacuris were for the maintenance of the
five great sacrifices, | The continyous
and - unabated performance of these sacrifices
was believed to contribute  to the well-being
of the state, 40 The performer of sacri-
fices was ocalled the Dikshita# and only the
Brahmana  maintained the sacred fre  and
performed ggh_a rites. Somes'vara, the
Brahmana minister of the Kalacuri  King La-
kshmanaraja (I} performed several vedic sactrifices
and  also erected a lofty temple at Karitaldi in
the Jabalpur  district, %2

The  Kalacuri  inscriplions  mention two  terms

which may or may not have carried synony-

39. They are explained as the teaching and study of vedas (brshmaysjna), the
sacrifice to the manes (pit_ryajﬁ'a), sacrifice to Gods (devayajna), the bali offer-
ing (bhutByajiia), and the hospitable reception of guests {nryajiia). - Suvira
Jaiswal, op. cit, p. 43, note 2.

40.  Mirashi, op. cit.,, p. cxlvii - No. 24.

41, lbid, p. clxvi.

42.  Ibid, No. 42, v. 18.
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mous meanings, Mahapurohita and  Dhar-

mapradhana. Mahapurdhita, or the Chiet-
priest, is  mentioned in the earlier records of the
Tripuri  branch among the high state  functionar-
ies. He is so . mentioned in the  Khairha plates
of  Yasahkarna, wherein it s stated that
Karna, “being guided by the family priest
{mahapurdhita), performed himself the great
coronation ceremony of Yas'ahkarna, "4 As
the Mahapurohita appears among the official
witnesses of the royal orders regarding grants of
land, ¥4 it is possible that {he held some

administrative  position in  addiion to  his  religious

one,

in the later  records, we come  across
the term  ‘Dharmapradhana’. The records
of the Kalacuri kings  Jayasimha " and

Vijayasimha refer to this dignitary.® While V.V. Mi-
rashi treats these {wo terms as  synonymous

and uses them interchangeably,4®  R.K.

43.  Ibid, No. 56, v. 16,

44 lbid, No. 48, i.35 and No. 56, 1.25.

45. Ibid, No. 63,1.22 ; Appendix No. 4, v.27.
46. Ihid, pp. oxxiv, cxlii, clxvi.
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Sharma refers to the Dharmagradh’a’na
as  "another official ... added to look after the

department of religion, 4 in the Jabalpur plates
of Jayasimha® both these terms ocour and seem
to denote Ytwo  seperate institutions. They
also ocecur in & similar manner in the  Kumbhi
plates of Vijayasimha,* On : the basis of the tw§
records, one would  tend lo agree with thé
view of R.K. Sharma. iIn a record from Rat-

napur, namely, Kharod Stone Inscription of Ratnadéva

(i, there is the term ‘Dharmakarma-
dhikakarin’®  and this term may have carried
the same conofation as the  Mahapurdhita, -
officer in  charge of religious  works. This
term is also found in the Benaras plates  of
Karpa, and is seen as the office which  as-
signed status  to  groups or individuals. As

Prof.Jaiswal suggests, it existed in areas where  the

caste heirarchy  was not well established.%

47.  Sharman, R.K., Kalacuris and their Timesp.86.
48. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 63, 1. 13-25.

43.  Ibid, Supplementary inscription No. 4, v.26.
80. Ibid, No. 100, 1.24.

81, Jaiswsl, 8., op. cit.,, p.62.
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Quite a few members of the priestly

group were  encouraged to obfain proficiency in
the mimamsa, _ sankhya,_ nyaya, _ vedanta and
other  darsanas, and were even requested to en-

gage in philosophical discussions in royal courts.5?

BRAHMANAS AS PRAS'ASTIKARAS:

Erahmanas also seem to have been excellent

writers  of pras’asﬁs as IS evidenced in  several

Kalacuri records. Candréhe Stone inscription  of
Prabddhasiva mentions the  Dikhsita named
Madhuka and his son Jeika, The
poet  Dhamanta, the son o Jeika, is said to
have been the author of the Prasasti.%
The Gﬁrgi~ Stone inscription of  Kdkkaladéva
(n carries a reference to  Madhu, a son
of Traiyivardhana, belonging to the FEharadvaja fam-
ily, as the composer of the  eulogy.™ A
few references show  that the  same ‘Brahmana
served the Kalacuri  Kings through successive  gen-
erations. The instances of the records of the

§2. Rahman Ali, 444 p.13; Mirashi, op. cit, No. 37, v. 16.
§3.  Mirashi, op. cit, No. 44, v.18.
84.  lhid, No. 46, v.44.
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Kalacuri  kings Gayakarna and Narasimha - belong-

ing to 1181 A, and 1155  A.D. respectively
- méy be ocited, Frthvidhara is  the ocomposer
in both  the  ocases® An  interesting fact
which  finds recognition in  both the epigraphs s
the - involvement  of at  least  two other
members of the Brahmana family in  writing,
composing and  incising of the Prasastis.

This  particular  family also seems to have  served

under Jayasimha, for, a record belonging to 1174

1] - Il
A.D., describes Sasidhara - a brother of
N I 4 1) . -
Prthvidhara - as  the Frasastikara, % The Brah-
mana, F'urushE@t‘ama, composed the Rewa Stone In-

soription  of  Vijayasimha of (K) E 9445

it is quile probable that the task of writing

' ’ '
and  composing prasastis was  entrusted to  a
partioular family which served the Kalacuri Kingdom
through generations. As we have seen, at
¢ \
least  thtee  prasastis, covering  the rule of  as

many as three Kalacuti kings over a period of

85.  lbid, No.58, v.1h and No. 60, v.34.
66. Ibid, No.64, v.48.
§7.  Ihid No. 67, v.50.
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nearly a quarter of a century, were composed, writ-
ten and engraved by the two brothers Prthvighara

and Sasidhara, and their father Dharanighara,’

BF{RHMAI?AS IN  ADMINISTRATION:

Although our records, being for the
most part ‘eulogistic in  nature, tend to pres-
enf an exalted status  of the King’s authority repre-
senfing it as being uhtettered, in actual practice
there  were several factors which must have  exer-
cised  considerable check upon the  Kalacuri  king.

There are substantial  cases™ 1{o show that the advi-

sory element of administration . represented by the
councillors  or ministers  was a consider-
able factor which weighed upon

the administration,

In the Karitalai Stone ingcription  of
Lakshmanardja  (In¥,° the  Brahmana  Bha3kamis'ra s

58. Ibid., Nos. 67 (w.50-51) ; 64 (v.48) ; 58 (v.15). ,

£4.  Rewa inscription of karna (Mirashi, op. cit, No §1) and the records of Yasah
Karnastate howthe decision regarding successionto thethrone rested withthe
ministers. Sometimes, ministers were handed overthe charge of the entire ad-
ministration- Mirashi, op. cit, Nos. 42v.& ; 90, v.25 ; 36,v.21. Influence, was,
however dependent on the personal character of the minister ; Sharma, R.S.,
op. cit., p. -

60. Referto the table depicting the caste of ministers.

B1. Mirashi, op. cit,, No. 42, p.1871.
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not only mentioned but is also _.the subject of

eulogy in  five2 out of the forty-two  verses  pre-
served, The term 'mantripraghana’ s used for
him, &3 His influential position is clearly  evi-
denced by this record. He appears to have
multi-tereéus functions, administrative, social and
religious. it is  staled in this record that
the king “attained  prosperity free from all
deficiency” ¥ through the Brahmana Mantripraghana,
In  the subsequent twelve versesfs Somesvara,
the son of  Bhakamis'ra, is eulogised as
the ‘mantrin’ of the king. The degree
of influence which  Somes'vara exercised
upon the king Lakshmanaraja can be guaged

from the fact that the king himself is said o

have  shouldered the palanquin  of his  mantrin
’ . ¥ .

Somesvara  on one  occassion,bt Somes'vara s

said to have:

62. Ibid, w.2-6.

63.  Ibid, v.6.

64. lbid. ‘
65,  thid w.7-18.

66. Ihid v.17.
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“telt. _no doubt in (interpreting) the Vedas;
who was a capable master of grammar,
who was inconceivable in logic;

who had a superior intellect in the
interpretation  of tantra  works;

who was the foremost in vedanta (and),

clever in  remembering poetic compositions.»67

These lines, show that the Brahmapa com-
bined  his political  duties as the mantrin
with socio-religious functions, Several rec-
ords belonging to the Ratanpur branch
also  contain references which  show the BErah-
mana  minister in a  similar light. Not

only is the Kalacuri king said to Have  “ruled

without trouble»s8 through the efficacy of
his  EBrahmana plenipotentiary, but also “obtained
great mental  happiness, 8’

Eesides the socio-religious and
67. Ibid, v.7.

G8. Ibid, No. 90, v.25.
69. Ibid, No. 96, v.21.
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political  functions, Brahmanas also - played  an
important  role on the ballle-front, The  Kharod
inscription  of Ratnad&va (Il of (K} E 933 speaks
of the Brahmana Mahamalya Gangadhara as  being
responsible  for  destroying  the  many  enemies  of

the king and thereby freeing the kingdom:

“When the treasure was  exhausted, the ele-
phant force  weak, the people were  scat-
lered, the  country was  infested by famine
and reduced to a pitiable state, he (Gangadhara),

by the might of his policy, rendered the king-

dom of his lord Ratnadeva (llf) Having van-
quished multitude  of  his foes every where by
his  (Gangadhara’s) polioy, the iHustrious
Ratnadéva  (Ill) has freed the kingdom from
all troublesome  persons.!

Sodhadeva is mentioned as the minister of
Frihvidéva () of the Ratnapur Kalacuris.”  In this

reference, along  with the one in the Karitalai in-

soription  of  Lakshmanaraja (i) - to which we

70. lbid, No. 100.
71, Ibid, w.25-27.
72. Ibid, No. 90, v.14.



have alluded earlier-we come across an
intriguing statement  which indicales that ministership
was  hereditary  in some specific instances,
The Karitalai  inscription states: “having obtained
him (E:h'ékamis'ra) as the Frime Minister

(Mantripradhana), the ilustrious  Yuvarajadéva 0]

atained  prosperity,™  and  later in the  same
record Somes'vara is mentioned as the
son of Bhakamis'ra who  succeeed him  as
the  “foremost  minister.”™  Similarly, in  the Kop-i
stone  inscription, Sodhadéva is  said  to have
been made the  “hereditary  minister»® by the
king  Frihvidéva (). The record further points

out that Sodhadéva's grandson, Furushottama,

was appointed to  the post of Sarvadhikdrin” by
Ratnaddva  (l1).78

The heredity factor  was, it may be

/3. thid, No. 42.

74 lhid., v.6.

75 lbid.vi18 _

78.  Kramassmsagalapsly bhava. /. Kramsjanms Karolpalra - Mirashi, op. cit No. 90
v.14.

77.  Sarvadhikarinhas beentransiated as ‘minister plenipotentiary’ by R K Sharma
{op. cit., pp.73-74).
78.  Mirashi, op. cit,, No. 90, w.22-23.
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noted, not confined to the ' Erahmanas alone.’
Further, white it was  admittedly an  important
factor, it was not the all-pervading  one, Froved

efficiency was also an essential  criterion,8

Among the other high functionaries
was the FHajgury, - who appears to  have
been  consulted in important  matters of the
state. In the records from Tripuri, the

Fifxiquru is included in the list of state functionaries;

more  particularly, in the Jabalpur plales of
Jayasimha®  and  the  Fewa inscription  of
Vijayasimha. In the Ratanpur records, on the

conlraty, the Fajqury  does not find a place among

the functionaries of the slale, The importance
occupied in the field of administration is reflected
in the Jabalpur stone inscription of Jayasimha of
(K) E 926, where in Vimﬁlas’iva, d_esoribe% as

78.  Refer to the table showing caste affiliations of the ministers. Malayasimha and
his ancestors were Ksatriyas.

80. Koni inscription states that Purusotiama, the Sarvadhikarin of Ratnadéva had
four sons, but the eldest didnot succeed him as Sanadhikarin. As Ratanpur
inscriptiontells us, the Sen@dthik3rinwas his Mandalika Brahmadévawho was
invited from Talahari manclaisond made the chief minister-Mirashi, op. cit,, No.
46,1.20. Similarinstance in case ofthe sons of GangadharaMir., op. cit, No. 100
v.28. Also in Sharma, R.8., op. cil. p.74. )

81. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 64;v.39; no. 67, v.50.
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“foremost among the Brahmanas"®, is eulogised as

follows:

“...showing exceeding great  vigilance in
looking  after all  royal affairs, the indefatigable
leader ... through  proficient in  fine arts, shows
the play of his power against  the enemies
though  he is  always employed (by - the
king) in many suitable  affairs, he nowhere

shows  slackness in  obligatory and occassional reli-
gious rites ... has made (even) the most dis-

tant people pay taxes '8

It is quite clear from these verses that the
office  of the  Fajqury was not  confined 1o
strictly religious functions  only, as is gen-
erally assumed, it would be tar more
acourate to say that the FRajguru carried out a

combination of political, economic and ecclesiastical

functions.

The record quoted  abovedt  turnishes  us
with the names of several  Shiva acaryas who
82.  Ibid.

83. lbid., w.33-44
84.  Ibid.
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served the Kalacuri  kings as their Rajgqury;

as
to

of

many as iwenty-nine verses are  devoted
them, 8 The Rewa . stone inseription

Vijayasimha®® s a similarly illuminating

record, The Rajqurus were granted several  vil-

tages and land, it we are to go by the

copper-plate records and characters, The

Malkapuram pillar ipscription, in particular, is  relevant

in

this context: it is mentioned that Sabha-

vas'ambhuy  of the Golaki matha received a gift of

three

lakhs  of villages from the Kalacuri  king

Yuvarajadeva (1), This  statement might  very

well
for,
total
the
the

on

have been a flight of peotic imagination,
if  cotrect, this  would mean onethird of the
revenue of Dahala,8 However, even
figure s exagerated, it nevertheless shows
important  position and the high pedestal

which the  Fajgurus  were mounted,

LY

a6.
a7.

Inthese 28verses, vaa acaryas are named in verses 4-7, buttheir names are
now igst. Inw. 16-17 we are told about Purusaolva inv.v.8-10 Yimalasiva and
Vastusxva are mentioned ; Puruswva s disciple Saklisivais mentionedinv. 18,
and Kirtisiva.in w.21-26 ; Yinfalasivais eﬁ!oglsed in as many as 18 verses, from
v.27 onwards.

Mirashi, op. cit,, No. 67.

Rahman Ali, 44K p. 18 ; also in Mirashi, Shiva Acaryas ofthe Mattamayura Clan,
{HQ 26(1), ‘60, p. 12,
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We shall further examine this point .in the chap-

ter on religion,

Brahmanas also figure on a ocouple of ococas-

sions as the ‘Dutakas’, i.e., the communicators of

royal orders.  about  grants to the office  of
the Sandhivigrahika. Although  neither of these
records  belong to the  Kalaocuri Houses of
Tripuri or Fatnapur, they are not totally out
of context here. At jeast one of them,
viz., the plates of Jayabhata%® belongs to

the eighth century AD. which lies within  our pur-
view. The redord speaks of “the Ehalla, the illustri-

ous Deika® as the Ditaka.

A relrospective glance  over the preceed-
ing few pages would show that the Brah-
manas  quite often adopled  professions or
ocoupations  which  one normailly would not
associate with the traditional  connotation of
the term  ‘Erahmana’, Apart  from the function

88. Mirashi, C 11, No. 24
83.  ihid., 1.49.



of  FurBhita, to  which Alberuni has - alluded,%

the Brﬁhmapas adopted certain  professions
which  were, traditionally, the preserve  of the
Ks'atriya. It would be interesting o enquire
into the  possible explanation for what seems like

the erosion of the watertight division of  society
into the four groups. One probability could
vety well  be the increasing dependence of the
king on the FBEfahmanas for moral justification to
rule.  This dependence may have involved  the re-

ciprocation of the services rendered by the Brah-

manas  through  certain  tangible  rewards. The
grant  of land  was one of the ways through
which  such reward could be conferred, and  the
grant  of political offices  could very well be an-
other, in  fact, we  come  across reterénoes,
to  which we have alluded, wherein  even  the
important  office  of  mantripradhana was made
the hereditary preserve of a  particular
Brahmana  family."' This is in conformity with

0. “Thereis always aBrahmanain the houses of those people, who there admini-
sters the affairs of religion and the work of piety. He is called Furohita’ -
Alheruni's Incia 11, p. 132,

1. Mirashi, C 11, vol.iv, No. 42, v.6.
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[
the view of  SukrakKarya, who permits the ap-

pointment  of a Brahmapa as Senapati in
case of non-availability of a suitable or

[4 .
capable Ksatriya.%
Records contain several statements to show

that the EBrahmanas were engaged in  occupation

such as agriculture and trade. Alberuni refers to
the Erahmapas as traders in  times of dis-
tress.¥  He points  out that the Erahmanas

prefered  to  appoint Vais'yas who {ransacted  business
in their name. Yel some Brahmanas tried their for-

tune in trade of cloths and betel-nut.34

BRKHMAI:JAS AS INTERMEDIARIES:

An analysis of the grants made during this
period  sheds intéresting light on the EBErahmanas
acting as landed intermediaries. Out of the
thirty-one  grants made out during the early pe
riod, as many as twenly-six were made to the
Brahmanas, and three to Hindu temples.% The

92. Sukra. 11, 865-866 ; Chauhan, op. cit, p.4.
3. Alberunisilndig i, p 132

94,  Ibid.

95.  Mirashi, op. cit.,, p.oxlix.
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main aim  of these grants was the continued

performance of the five great sacrifices. Turn-
ing our altention to the records of the Kalacuris
of  Tripuri, out of the fourteen records which re-
fer 1o grants of land’® all except two¥ are
made to E:r’:ihmagas. In~ some of these grants,
a number of villages are  given to one
Brahmana family, 38 The Giirgi stone inscrip-
lion of Kokkaladéva (1 refers to as
many as eighteen villages or fields, while the

Karitalai  inscription  of  Lakshmanaraja ()  refers  to

3

the gramt of six villages. % The grant of
such large villages or land {0 the Brahmana
must have presented the latter
with considerable opportunity to act as power-
ful intermediaries. Religious institutions  (mathas)

and  groups  of E:r?zhmaqas owning as - many  as

eighteen  villages could- not hope to manage them

86. Yiz., No. 42, which refersto the grant of G villages ;No. 44;No. 45; No. 46, which
referes to 16 villages and Zfields ; No. 48; No. 50 ; No. 52 ;No. 56 ; No. 57 ; No.
60 No. 63; No. 64; No. 68; No. 70.

97. No. 52whichis agrant to monks ; and No. §0.

8. Mirashi, op. cit, Nos. 42 and 46.

42,  Ihid. No 42.



without  employing intermediaries  who  may  have
been remunerated by means of grants of
land  or revenue thereof1 jt is  distinclly expressed
in the land grants that the donee was free to
cultivate the land himself or to get it cultivated

by others 10!

THE_ PATTERN OF MIGRATION:

In the begining of this chapter, we  had

spoken of the rather large number of records from

the  Ratnapur branch  which  contain  information
about migrating Erahmana families. In most of
these cases, we are fortunate to have all the
relevant details concerning the places of emi-
gration and  reseltlement, Apart from the
Ratnapur records, a few records belonging 1o

the early Kalacuri Era and the . Tripuri House
also present cases of migralion of Erahmanas.
The table'® presents these records in a chronologi-
cal sequence, and on ils basis we shall attempt

' . v .
an  analysis  with  reference to sch questions as the

100. Sharma, R.S. /ndian Feudslism. p.186.
101. Mirashi, op. cit,, p.cho.
10Z. Refer to the table showing the cases of migralion,(Arrendix 'B>)
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pattern of migration and the reasons for such mo-

bility.

The references  show  that the  Brahmanas
came from far-off places such as Sonabhadra or
Stavanabhadra  in Utar  Fradesh, and Kumbhali in
Central  India, What would possibly have been the

cause for such migralion? In almost all of the

cited cases, the places which became the new
residences  of the Brahmanas were either  situated
in, or  were in close  proximity to, the
Kalacuri  capital, 109 This sort of a tendency
could serve only one 'purpose for the mi-
grating  Erahmana families, e, obtaining  the
palronage of the  royal cOuH, or,
as F.N.Nandi puts it, “clientele  support, 104
To cite an example, the Erahmana Padmanabha

. —/‘ ] .
emigrated from  Sravapabhadra, won admiration at the
courl of the Kalacuri capital (Rathapur) by his  skill
in astronomical calculations. He is said to have

been the beneficiary of a grant viz., village

103. Refer to the map showing the villages in the kalacuri kingdom.
104. Nandi, R.N., Clieni, Ritual, and Confliclin Early Brahmanical Order, /HR Yol. vi,

‘79-'80, p.89.
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Cicola as reward, 105 In several  instances,

E-r;-’thar)as are  specially invited by the Kalacuri
kings and  granted large villages and land.106
This speaks of the influence of the Erahmanas
in  the Kalacuri kingdom, be it either in their
priestly  capacily or in the realm of economy
and  administration, In  faot, our  records re-

veal that many of the Kalacuri kings adopted a

regular  policy of seting Erahmanas in their king-
dom, palronage given 1lo the lalter by the for-
mer aftracted many Brahmanas  from  distant places
to - the Kalacuri country. For an ex-
ample, the Kalacuri king Karna is  said to
have established a new village, called Kar-
navai exclusively for Erahmana  residents,

Migrations, thus  appear 1o have laken place

due to  a combination of two factors
which were, essentially, complementary to each
other: the need for the Erahmanas to obtain

royal  palronage, and the policy of the Kalacuri

kings to establish EBrahmana seltlements by inviling

105. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 83.



them  from  far-off  places. The  combination  of

these two  factors  seems to have  borne fruit
particularly in the eleventh and twelveth  centuries
A.D., since all but one of the migrations have

taken place in these two centuries.

SECTION-II

THE  KSATRIYAS

The Kstriya is primarily idenlified in early sources
as the ruling section of sociely, concerned with de-
fence and the protection of the rest of the sociely.
However, by the time we come to our period of
study, the Ks'atriyas had diversified, as in the case of
the EBrahmanas, into a variely of ocoupalions. While
continuing to be at the helm of affairs in the political
arena, our souwrces also project them as przzsfaslike‘fms
ot poets, councillors, giving alms and paying devotion
to the E:r'éhmaqas. They also seem to have taken up
the profession of sufradh@ras on some occasions.’® We
shall come back to this aspect at a laler stage in

some delail. However, al this point of time, it may

106. Chattopadhyaya, B.D., Origin of the Rajputs : the political, economic and Social
Processes, /HR iii, 1976. p.77. '
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be suggested that by the early medieval times, a sig-
nificant change was under way within the ranks of the
traditional Kksatriyas which saw at least some of them
agsume  less  exalted  offices. As  E.D. Chaltopaghyaya
writes, the prime-mover towards such an undermining of
the political status of the early ks'atriya' calegories may
have been the rise and subsequent proliferation of the
Rajputs.’ -t s, therefore, imperative lo take up the
allied questions such as the origin of the Fajpuls and
the various myths associated with such claims, the dif-
ferent socio-economic and political processes involved in
the engendering of these claims, and their fructification
in the light of the Kalacuri records. Since the process
was not isolated and covered a much wider spectrum
including  several contemporary north-western and  central
Indian powers, it is also necessaty to make occasional
references lo  the sources ‘penahﬂng to  these pockels
of power so as o render a greater clarity lo the
rather vexed question of the emergence of the Hﬁnmﬁs,
which has been a debatable subject among scholars

for long.

107, Ihid.



The underlying reason for the debate may be
traced 1o the fact that scholars ‘inter-alia* are working
with  varied points of view. Thus, we have different
theories concerning the origin of the F3jputs, The natu-
ral inclination of the administrator-cum-historian in  colo-
nial India prompted several writers to aftribute the ori-
gin of the Fajpuls in India to the migration and set-
flement of foreign invaders, i.e, Soythic, S'3kas, Kus'an-
has, FPahlavas, Hunas, etc. .in India, who came o be
assimitated  within  Indian  society.’®  These theories en-
couraged a oritical examination from many Indian histori-
ans, who advocated an indigenous origin of the
Fajputs.’®  Several Indian historians  have also  argued
thal the Fajputs represented a mixed caste in early

medieval India 10

In order to understand the process of emergence
of the Fajputs, it is essential to view our sources
with an eye on the political and socio-economic milieu

in the Kalacuri kingdom. As in the ocase of the time

108. Smith, V.A,, Tod, James., Sinha, S., Stale formation and Rajput Myth in Tribal
central Inda, Man in INdlia, xlii, no. 1., p.35-80.

109. Vaidya, C.Y., History of Medieval Hindu India, ii, Ojha, G.H.,

110. Sharma, D., ed. Rajasthan Through the Ages, i,

3
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honoured  varna calegories, “Rajput® s known to have
been assimilative in  character and recognized as a
means of transiion from the tribal to state formation, !
and this aspeot is particularly relevant in the area of
our study since it lies in the essentially tribal belt of
central India, The inscriptions of the Kalacuri Kings, like
those of some other contemporary powers, show an
anxiely to gearch for, and provide, a Rajput-Ks'alriya
connection. Hence, we have several references to their
being Haihay:as of the Lunar dynasty.''2 Such claims
to either the “Solar or the 'Lunar dynasties became
a fairly wide spread phenomenon in the period under
study, and were manifested in the attempt to provide
respectable geneologies, for the most part‘oonoooted, of
their families. Thus, the Kalacuri insctiptions trace the
geneology to the Lunar dynasty and to legendary he-
roes such  as Kﬁrtavfrya Sahasrarjuna.  The faot that
such ambitious claims do not make an appearance in
the early Kalacuri records, but only in the records be-

longing to the 10th century onwards, would indicate

111. Sinha, 5., op. cit., 1.
112. Mirashi, v.v., op. cit., No.45,v.8; No. 48,v.3; No. §0,v.3ff; No. 60,v.7 ; Sinha, s,

op. cit., p.47.
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some  synchronization  between the emergence of the
Kalacuris as a major, independent ferritorial power and
the claims to a Rajput-Kdaliya status. In fact, the
geneological details are visible in the epigraphic rec-
ords of most ruling olans during or after the proocess
of transition from feudalory to independent status®®
Once the Kalacuris emerged as a powerful force wield-
ing both political and economic control over a fairly
large territorial area, there developed “ an atmosphere
of excessive sensitiveness” about their social rank and
position, thus giving rise to the need for an exalled
genealogical recognition. This process of investing a fic-
fiious and fabricated descent in aclive collaboration with
the EBrahmanas was only one of the overt means
through which recognition was sought to be achieved,
others being:(i) a deliberale policy on the part of the
ruling  family  to  invite “Brahmanas  of the right  king®
from distant places with sufficient remunerative motivation
in the form of land grants; (i) to bring eut in sitrong
relief-and to  make no secret ofthe observance of the

traditional  Brahmanic rituals; _(iii) and 1o realize marriage-

113. Chattopadhyaya, B.D., op. cit, p. 77
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alliances  with some recognised Rajput families.V™  All  of
these fraits are visible in the Kalacuri records, their
praclice being made feasible with the support of eco-
nomic and political power. We have already perceived
of the influx of several Erahmana families from distant
places such as Sonabhadra [jS’rEvapabhadr;-‘x) in  U.P.
and Vais'ali in North Bihar.'" The inscriptions also tes-
tify to the practice of ftraditional E:rﬁhmap:”dal rites, 118
The marriage network sought to be established by the
Kalacuris  with some of the ‘reoognized Fajput  families
is also evident in  our sources. The alliances were
made with the Guhila royal family and the cand&llas.
Thus, Gayakarna, the Kalacuri King, tlied the nuptial knot
with AlhZnadavi, a princess of the Guhild family,'” and
a similar  event took place between Kokkaladgva and
Nattadavi,''® the latter hailing from the candélla clan.
Marital links such as these were possibly aimed at
developing a greater affinity belween the Kalacuris and

ihe recognized Fajput families, and - could not have

114, Sinha, S, op.cit,p. 532

115. See section on Brahmana migrations ; also Appendix.‘e’

116. Refer Below, chapter Ilf, section on Brahamaniem.

117. Mirashi, op. cit., No ; Chattopadhyays, B.D., op. cit, p.74; /4., xvi, 345-55.
118, Mirashi, op. cit, No. 48, v.8; Sharma, RK. op. cit, p. 11
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been without significant political bearings. '8

The term rajaputra finds place in  quite a few
inscriptional  records for the period, and it  has been
suggested ' that a gradual ochange was laking place
in its oconnotation in so far as it possibly extended
over a larger group than the accepted meaning of
son of the king.! In the Kalacuri inscriptions, rajaputra
occurs in the list of officials provided'!', but it
doesnot appear to have replaced the other terms des-

ignating various offices.

From the above study, it would appear that the
emergence  of the Kalacuris as  an independent territorial
power engendeted a need to legilimize their social
rank and position, and this process may be linked to
the tendency of tracing the dynastic origin to legendary
Ks'alriya lineages. The eleventh and twelveth  centuries

thus  witnessed attempts to draw up linkages with es-

118. Chaltopadhyaya, B.D., op. cil,, p.74.

120. On the basis of an examination of some epigraphs, Prof. Chatopachyaya
suggests that the term »8/aputra come to replace the list of officials of earlier
records, thereby meaning that the ranks of officials circulated smong those
groups whowere claimingto be Rajputs as well ; Chatopadhyays, B.D., op. cit,,
p. 77-78.

121. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 50, 1.33,, where the rajspulrais mentioned as one of the
witnesses of a grant.
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tablished F@&jput clans, and the ruling families associated
themselves more and more with the term ‘R3jput in

preference to the traditional ‘K<atriya’,

Going back 1o the occupations not normally asso-
cialed with the Ksalriya but which were, none the less,
taken up by several members belonging to Ksalriya
category, et us first look into the Ksatriya’s role as
the councillor of Kings. As the fable depicting the
casle-affiliations of the Kalacuri ministers shows, at least
three  personages from this social category acted as
ministers and augmented the mexhlrasﬁzk// of the Kalacuri
King. The FRewd insoription of Vijayasimha informs us
about a mantrin named Jala who, in the initial portion
‘of the record, is described as the ancestor of Ma-
layasimha of the Ks'atriya lineage.'? We also hear of
two other ancestors ‘ot Malayasimha, viz., Yas’ahp’cila, the
manitin of Gayakarna, and Candrasimha, the
Grhikamantrin* (Home  Minister) of Vijayasimha2? However,
the appointment of Ksalriyas as ministers does not

seem to have been a reqular practice with the Kala-

122. lbid., No. 7. ,
123. The three Ksatriya councillors mentioned are Jata, Yasahp

simha.

-

ala and Canclra-
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curis, Since all the three manfrins mentioned above be-
long to one single family, and occur in the same
record, Furthermore, it - we are -to make a comparision
with the Brahmana ministers on the basis of the table
cited above,'? it is easily perceived thal the ‘spread™-in
terms of time and the number of inscriptions - is far
greater in the case of the Brahmana ministers. Again,
the terms indicating ministership  of .the Brahmana are
much more flaltering as against the less grandiose
tittes of the Ksalriya (or, for thal maller, the Vaisya

and Kayastha) ministers,

True 1o the traditional mould of the Keatriya,
Kirtisimha  and h1eﬂayasih1lha were powerful feudatories
who  distinguished themselves on the batlle-field and

helped quell the rebellions of Sulaks’ana and Vikrama %

In the literary sphere, it seems that the Ksatriya
could altain a degree of mastery over the vedas and
proficiency in sanskrlt  and  prakrt languages, but there
is no evidence to show that they could become

teachers as well. Alberuni says that while the “ks'atriya

124. Appendix A’
125, Mirashi, op. cit., No. 67, v.10.
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reads the Veda and learns it he “does not {each
it 126

Like the few . Brahmanas, the art of composing
p/'asﬂ:s{is seems 1o have alracted the Kshtriyas as well,
The Mallar stone Inscription of Jajjaladéva (1) refers fo
one Kumarapala, “born in the race of Sahasrarjuna”,
He was apparenlly the composer of the record'? Al
least three other records mention the same individual
in a similar role. The Khardd inscription of Ratnaddva
() describes Kumarapala as being renowned as a
poet “born in the Haihaya tfamily» 128

In  conclusion, it might be said that the period
under study saw the Ks'alriya deviale into what may
be ocalled ‘non-ksatriya occupations’ in quite a few in-
stances. However, the Ks'zxtriyas were second only to
the Brahmanas in the social hierarchy. In this sense,
we do nol see any major departure from the preced-
ing  centuries.  The  superiority of the Brahmana s
shown in the Fewa inscription of Vijayasimha, which

stales that the qualities of the Ksalriya minister Candra-

126. Alberunis Indiall, p.136.
127. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 86.
128. Ibid., No. 100, v.4Z.
129, Ibid., No. 47, v.58.

ab



simha were “conferred by the boons of the Br3hmanas,
so that he protects the bodies of the twice-born, %0
This also shows that “wice-born® came to be synony-

mous with the E’-rﬁhmaqas.
SECTION 1l

THE VAISYA

The Vaidya is placed after the EBErihmapa and
Ks'atriya in the social ladder by the smrfi literature
and the puranas. However, he is nowhere explicitely
mentioned in  the Tripuri records, and we have only
vague references to this wvarna in a few records be-
longing to the 9th and 10th centuries.'™ The Bilhari
stone inscription clearly implies a difference between the
vaisya and the siidra, as Yuvardgjaddva (1) is said to
have differentiated all the four castes from each
other, 12 Evidence sof this kind is, however, not avail-
able elsewhere in the Tripuri records. Moreover, Albe-
runi, writing in the 11th century, asserts that “between

. . ? - .
the two classes (vaisya and sudra) there IS no great

130. lbid., No. 67, v.12,
131, 1hid., No. 37, 1.1 No. 45, v.64.
132. Ibid., No. 45, v.69.
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difference.”’® The fact that the Rddra is nol mentioned
in our sources except for the Rewa St'one inscription
of Karpa in oconnection with the origin of the Kayastha
caste, (to which we shall refer in the following sec-
tion) lends credence to the belief that the sudra was
no longer visible as a specific ocategory.

While the wvaisya is hardly mentioned,  we do
hear of cerfain  occupations and acliviies which one
would normally associate with the vaisya, Thus, we
hear of the S;'es{/u'n or merchant Damodara in the
Makundapur record of the eleventh century.’™ In a later
record, the merchant communily is cited as the manag-
ing authority in the affairs of the ocourt of justice of
the local pafcaku/a'™ Apart from these singular refer-
ences, we do not hear of this communily in the an-
nals from Tripuri, We may, however, attempt an analy-
sis of the evidence for the activities such as trade
and commerce, the occupation fraditionally ascribed to
the vais'ya category. Both epigraphic as well as literary
sources throw some light upon the existance of lowns

‘which served as the focii of the organization of ftrad-

133. Alberunis Indis, Il, p. 134
134. Mirashi, op. cit,, p.235.
135 lhid., No. 72, v.9.



ing activities, Thus, the Karitalai stone inscription of La-
kSmanadéva informs us of the existance of the dds/ or
guild of liquor-sellers.’® The same record also mentions
a frade in belel-leaves conducted by the ‘chief of vag-
ulfkds and the payays'™ EBoth of these trading bodies
were required to make donations to the temple prior
to their engaging in commercial activities, This practice
of making donations to the religious institutions quite
possibly extended to the entire frading community, al-
though information is not available on other trading

communities.

However, our sources give us some idea of the
articles  which formed the basis for the daily transac-
tions carried out by the trading groups. FRajas’ekhara’s
Vidohas'alabhatifikd acquaints us  with the flourishing mar-
ket places which catered to all the basic necessities
of life’8® and the articles brought to these market
places or mandapikas are ennumerated in a  Tripuri in-

soription.¥  The merchant community had to surrender a

136. thid., No. 42.

137 lhid.

139, Viddh,, v, p.130.

139. Mirashi, op. cit,, No. 45,
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part of their profit in the form of various assessments
and faxes,

Moving on to the FRatanpur branch, we hear of
two geographical places which ‘may have been  assooci-
ated  with the merchant community, First, we come
across  a  town called vag\ifipattﬁka which was, as FR.K.
Lal  presumes, named after the predominantly merchant
popufation.™  Then, the town Vaninardjan is m;fntioned
in the Ratanpur record of Jajaladéva, and probably
denoted a merchant-lown."  The same record elsewhere
refers o the sresihin Ydsa, who is described as Rat
napura pradhana in the Amdda plates of Prihvideva (1),
and is said 1o have made a land grant to a Brah-
mana along with two other leading ocitizens of FRa-
tanpur.™2  This is one of the rare instances when a
private individual Is said to have made a land grant,
and indicates that ° the merchant community, too, ex-
tended paironage toward the E:réhmagas. The two rec-
ords cited above are separalted by a period of thirty-
five years, and apparanlly the 57'95{/1/'/7 Yasa remained

in  charge of Fatanpur for the entire span of

140. Lal, RK, op. cit, p.101.
141, Ihid.
142, Mirashi, op. cit., No. 77, v.12.
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time.

If we have thus far given the impression that
the vais‘ya is to be identified complelely and totally
with the merchant community, it would be erroneous. A
record ot the anianpljr Kalacuris tends to show that
the term vaisya continued to denote a specific rank of
certain  communities and was used as a mark of iden-
tification. The Akaltdrd inscription refers to an outstand-
ing vaisya family which was evidenlly important enough
to be the subject ]oi eylogization in as many as five
epigraphs. These provide the family-tree of the illustrious
feudatory of FRatnadeva (ll) named Vallabharija. At least
three of his ancestors served the Kalacuris in different
capacities, viz., Devaraja, Raghava and Harigana.
Raghava is desoribed as “a famous minister of kings”,
Vallabharaja  himself is the subject of eulogy in }everal
verses  where a graphic picture is  provided of his
multifereous activities on the field of ballle and on
the socio-religious front. It would thus appear that per-
sonages from the V:siis'ya lineage distinguished themselves
i)oth as ministers and as feudatory kings who accom-

panied their lord in the field of battle1®

143. Ibid., No. 84 ; No. 85 No. 87 ; No. 95.
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SECTION - IV
THE KAYASTHAS

The inscriptional sources generally do not indicate
the caste attiliation;s of the persons mentioned therein,
and the names, with a few exceptions, are usually not
indicative of the social status of the person. However,
there is at least one record of the Kalacuris which
not only mentions fhe person as a Kayastha, but also
gqoes on o furnish a genealogy of the Kayastha line
age. We shall come back to this interesting, and
somewhat intriguing,  epigraph a little later.

The Kayasthas have been generally taken to
represent the ‘writer’s class’, and terms such as the
Lekhakas, Lipik3ras, elc. have been used synonymously
and interchangeably.™  Going by the available  source-ma-
terial, perhaps it is ocorrect to say that the Kayastha
was, in the pre-Gupta and Gupta periods, a functionary
whose  primary occupation was the composition of
pragiastis and  other documents. Thus, initially the term
‘Kayastha® designated professional or occupational  group,

more than @& social or ‘caste’ entity. The Kayastha s

144. Gupta, Chitralekha “The Writer's Class in Ancient India”, IESHR vol. 20, {2),
1483, p.191. Harisena, a Jaina writer of the 10th century, used the words
Lekhakaand K3yastha as synonymous, Chauhan, K, op. cit, p.11.
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described  variously as  “an officer appointed by the
King to write public documents,*¥ "as accountant or
scribe” % elc, It is the Iiteratu:é belonging to the post
Gupta (Early Medieval) period that ascribes to the
Kayastha duties other than the writing and compiling of
documents, and we begin to hear of Kayasthas as
collectors of taxes™ and officials.™ By the time we
come to the perio)d of our study, the Kayasthas had
diversified into a number of occupations, and his iden-
tity with the “writers olass® had, for all practical pur-
poses, receded into the ,baokground.' This is not 1o
say that the Kayastha relinquished the occupation tradi-
tionally ascribed to him in ou¥ lexicons; we still hear
in our records of numerous pras‘aslis obmposed by
the Kayastha, The change thal may vbe marked, how-
ever, is the occupation of some of the highest politi-
cal offices available in the Kalaouri Kingdom,'¥

As a matter of fact, it is essentially this last

factor that led to the invention of a respectable gene-

145, Visnu..., VIL.3 in Chauhan, op. cit, p.11.

146. VYijneswar mentions this ; Mitak., 1.332-336. o

147. Newl.A., 1338-39, p.740,where an 1 1th century commentator onainavalkyais
quoted.

148. R.T. IV, 30.92 621-29, in Chauhan, K, op. cil, p.12.

142 Mirashi, op. cit., No. 51 ; No. 77, v.32.
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alogy for the Kayastha, This desire to gain some so-
cial respectability in the eyes of the general populace
is very much akin o a similar anxiety on the part of
the ruling family, to which reference has already been
made above. The legendary genealogies were validated
with the help of the Brahmapas. Search for a lineage
link indicates that the Kayastha had ceased to be
merely an occupational group, and gained the altribules
of a caste, In the Kalacuri reoords, we come across
the FRewa stone inscription of Karpa, dated to 1048-49
AD® which provides the story of the origin of the
Kayastha caste. The record itself is in a rather mutili-
ated and badly preserved condition, and several lines
are lost.  Nevertheless, enough survives to illuminate -
and, in a manner of speaking, confuse - the historian,
The second part of the record™  is particularly rele-
vant. Apparently, the inscription refers to the genealogy
of the Kayastha ministers who rendered service to the
Kalacuri Kings through generalions, and the very first
verse asserts that these Kayastha ministers were ‘dvf/as‘

ot “wice-born’.1¥2 A  statement 1o the same effect is to

1680. 1ibid., No.51.
161, lbid., w.34-59
152. Ibid., v.34.
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be Jocated in the smyticandriki where the gapaka and
the (Bkhaka are said lo be ‘agvjas by birth!®  while
theoretically & "dvf/'az‘ signified a member of the first
three varnas, usually the lerm implied a Brahmana. Kal-
h’ér}a, too, refers to  one ;Brﬁhmaga Kayastha, 'dv}}'a‘
Stivaratha by name.'™ Romila Thapar also points to the
possibility of the Brahmana identity of the Kayastha.'®
This theory, that the Kayastha belonged to the Brah-
mana lineage, is followed up in the following verse by
linking the Kﬁyastga family with the holy sage Kacara
% and the legendary Briahmana village of Kulahca,
Such an association of the renowned Brahmana villages
with the genealogy of th.e Kayastha in the inscriptions
is also to be found in the records of other ruling
families, 197

The claim that the Kayastha family descended
from a E:r'ahmagm lineage is, however, negaled in the
succeeding lines of the FRewd inscription, which attribute
a sidra  status to the Kayastha, It is  staled that a

man, born of the fourth caste (furiya janma, propitiated

163. Gupla, Chitralekha, op. cit, p.1a7

164. lbid.,p.1a3

1585, Thapar, R , Ancient /ndian Sccial /40"30")' , Pelhl 19785 137 .
156. Mirashi, op. cit,, No. 51, v. 35

157. Gupta, Chilralekha, op. cit,p.1aa- 200
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the sage Kacara on the banks of the holy river (i.e,
Ganges) -and was  blessed with a son who became
the progenitor of the Kayastha ocaste, 198

It is ocurious thal, as Mirashi writes, two oonflict
ing theories have been put forward in the same rec-
ord, In an apparent effort {o reconcile the contradictory
stalements, Mirashi explains the compound ‘furiya janmd
as  ‘turfya  rtham  (Yaffiactham) - janma  Yasya  salt, e,
one who is born for the performance of @& sactifice,
a Brihmana'™  Thus, he regards the Kayasthas as of
Brahmana origin.  However, as Mirashi himself
%\knowledges elsewhere,l¥0  the  phrase ‘yo-bhumin  deva-
pada-pansu-pavifra maulift  suggests  that the son did not
balong to the caste of the “earthly Gods”, i.e., Brah-
manas. A non—E:r:’-nhmatm origin - of the Kayasthas has
—~been expostulated from many quarters. Chitralekha
Guptal™ points to the association of the Kayastha with
Euddhism, and thereby indicales that the Kayasthas were

esgentially non-Brihmanas, The Kayasthas of Bengal are

168, Ihid., p.
158, Mirashi, op. cit., p. 167, foot note 3.
160. ihid.

161. Gupta, Chitralekha., op. cit,, p. 195 This was possibiy only applicable to Bengal
Kayasthas, and may not have been true for other regions.



accepled as  Rodras, In fact, the term ./Z<u'dra came to
encompass  Several essentially different  groups such  as
the poflers and other artisans, Kiyasthas, barbers, elc,
Sometimes, it has also  been suggested’® that the
Kayasthas had a close material link with, the merchant

community in the pre-Gupta period and, with a decline

in trading activities, both the merchant community as

well as the Kayastha ocame to be included in. the
Aidra Vama However, the proximity which the Kayastha
enjoyed with the rulin'g family presented ample opbortu-
hity for him to pHyI a powerful role in sociely and
administration.  Consequently, the need arose for them to
emerge from the oconfines of the A&udra category. THis
need was sought ot be salisfied through the fabrication
of  suitable genealogies with the participation of the
E-r':&hmaqas. in  fact, the 'genealogies reflect  a conscious
and deliberate effort on the part of the Brahmanas to
involve themselves in the legendary slories attached o
the origin of the Kayastha, Thus, we hear ol recog-
nized E:r'ﬁhmar)a villages  such as  TakkKarika and

Kulafiea,'® and. also of the purification of the progenitor

162. Ibid., . 144
163. tbid., p. 200
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of the Kayastha oaste by the “earthly Gods” (Erah-
manas).

While the origin. of the K3&yasthas is shrouded in
confusion, the Fewa stone inscription  shows  that the
Kayasthas had emerged as a clear social category by .
the tenth and eleventh centuries. This period also  saw
the orystalization of & number of sub-groups of the
Kayasthas, Thus, in  the . Kalacuri kingdom we hear of
Kayasthas of the Ga}da‘“ and  Vasfavya™  tamilies. The
earliest mention of the Kayastha in the Kalacuri records
is to be found in the Eilhd@i Stone inscription  of
Yuvardjadéva (I}, belonging to the' last quarter of the
tenth  century,’  There is, however, no mention of the
specific  family to which this Kayastha belonged. The
later records, belonging to eleventh and twelveth centu-
ries, invariably carry the familial name of the Kayasthas,
For the purposes of our study, the FRewa Stone in-
seription  of ~Karna and the FRatanpur Stone insoription  of
Jajalladeva . (187 have to be viewed together, for, both

these records carry references to the same Kayastha

164, Mirashi, op. cit., No. &1,

165, Ibid., No. 93, v.v. 8ff.
166. 975 A.D_, Mirashi, op. cit, p. 208.
167. Ibid., No. 51 and No. 77.
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“family. The falter of thegse two records says that its
composer belonged to the same Gavda family  from

which the Kayastha Minister of Karna had hailed:

“The Kayastha, the illustrious ... born in the
Gauda family, the foremost of those whose
councel vies with (thaty of the preceptor of Gods
(who was the councillory of the illustrious Karna..,
composed this.. eulogy on JijjaladBva” 16 |
Since the above irecord belongs to 1114 AD, it
may be supposed that' this Kayastha was a representa-
tive of the generalion following thal of Karna’'s Kayastha e
minister.  The relationship may have been that of father
and son'® The Ratanpur Slone Insoription of Prihviddva
mentions  Ananta  pdla  and his  son Tribhuvanépﬁla as
hailing  of the Gawga family, The lalter of the two
seems o have besn the composer of the record.!?0
Apart' from the Gauda Kayasthas, the = ‘astavya
tan%ily also offerec their services to the Kalacuri Kings.

An interesting point 1o be noted is that the Kayasthas

168. lhid, No. 77, v.32.
163 Ihid, p.411.
170. ibid., No. 96, v.42.

!
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belonging to the L-’a?yfawya family find  mention  almost
exlugively in the records of the Ratanpur House, As in
the instance of the Gauda family cited before, several
of the Kalacuri records from FRatanpur were either com-
posed or written by members of the same L’a?s{ewyé
tamily.‘ The family of Kitidhara may be cited as a lu-
oid  example. A record of Frihvidéva () mentions a
son of Kididhara, belonging to the Visfawa family, as
the: writer of the prasiast?  Although the name s lost
to us, he might have been identical with Supalay, who
wrote another record barely a year later for the same
Kalacuri  King.'” A subsequent .grant of FPrthvidsva (Il),
dated to mid 12th century, was written by Valsardja,
another son  of Kitidhara'™  Valsaraja is  mentioned in
similar  terms in  the GhBtia  Flates’™ issued in  the
same year. Nineteen vyears later a son of Vatsaraja,
Viz,, Dharmardja, is cited as the prasiasikdral™ 1t may
be recalled thal Kiidhara himself was the writer of

the FRatanpur  Stone inscription  of  JFjalladdva!™®  Apart

171, Ibid., No 89, v.24 ,

172, lbid., No. 90. The imporant position ofthe prasastikarais brought outin v.5§ of
the record. '

173, ibid, No. 91, v.21.

174, Ibid. No. 92, v.Z6. _

175. lbid., No. 98, v.26. Dharmardja is also mentioned in his military capacity.

176. Ibid, No. 83, v.35. ' '
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from this family of Kirtidhara, we hear of several other
names belonging to the ¥#asfawa family as  writers  or

’ N -
composers . of  prasastis'

KAYASTHAS IN ADMINISTRATION

What we have discussed so far is in connection
with the conventional occupation of the Kayasthas as
pragiastikiras.  However,  whal distinguishes  the Kayastha
in early medieval times from the Kayastha in the an-
oiént period is the role of the Kayastha in the arena
of  councel  as. .al"so on the battle front.  The Fiew;?i'
stone inscription ~ of, Karna, which has been referred &
number of times, provides a genealogy of the Kayastha
Ministers who flourished in the time of various Kalacuri
kings. The earliest figure is thal of Prabh3kara who
appﬁrently gained recognition under Laksmanarajaddva’®
Somesvaral®  seems to have followed Frabhakara, but
the badly mutiliated condition of the verses does not
permit us to ascribe him to any Kalacuri king in par-

ticular.  The next identifiable figure is associaled  with

177. 'ihid., No. 91, v.21; No. 92, v.26; No. 84, v.28 :No. 87, w.23-74; No. 99, v.26; No.
108, v.13, etc.

178. Ibid, No. 61, v.v. 41-43.

179. lhid., v.46.
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the Kalacurt king Karna. This personage served Karna
in the administrative field, and he is also mentioned
as the prasastikara of the record. Kirlidhara is  also
mentioned as  a  councillor  of Jajalladdva(l).'80  The
Kayastha also seems to have gained the warrior stalus,
Dharmardja is described in the Khardod Stone inscription
of Ratnadé&va as the one, “who is to the crowd of
hostile  warriors as  fire is to fuel..”™®  The Kalacuri
records show that the Kayastha, quite often, combined
the dulies of a prasastikdra  an  administrator and  a
warrior. The same person is very often oited as the
prae.'ﬂas{/ke?m in one verse and as a leading plenipoten-

1

tiary in the  political  realm ~ in  another12

SECTION - V
WOMEN [IN THE KALACURI KINGDOM
A study of the social conditions of the period
would hardly be compiete without dealing with the po-
sition and  status  of " women, This question has aftracted
a nunﬁber of studies, mostly descriptive and only a

few analytical, from scholars pursuing the socielal study

180. Ibid., No.83, v.35.
181. lbid., No. 98, v.26.
182. thid., No 51, v.50 and v.54.
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of various historical epochs. The status of women and
their role in the ritualistic, juridical and similar aspects
has been viewed through the aisles of fime. In the
context of our present- study, the available sources proj-
ect the ~women in :vv-arious fields of social activity, but
some caution has fo be exercised in forming our con-
clusions. The inscriptions, essentially being a projection
of the royally, should not necessarily be taken to be
a source reflecting the state  of women in the society
as a whole. However, in the absence of any  other
source,  except for the fleeling references made by Fia-
jasekhara and  Alberuni, we may make ocerlain comments
l
of a general nmure'?{ on the position of women ‘vis-a-

vis their married life, the prevalence of the custom of

AL Ll

safi and public life.

We get several references t{o the queen in vari-
ous capacities. It seems thal the queen had the right
to grant land or viila{;es to  Brahmanas and others,
The earliest such reference thal we come across is in
a record of Laks’maqarﬁia, dating to the mid-tenth cen-

ury1®  His  queen is  desoribed as the donor of an

183, ihid., No. 42, v.3Z.
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entire  village'™ to the temple. While on this occassion
a prior permission from  the king was necessary, a
fater inscripion  belonging  to  the fast quarter of the
century does not oarry“v any reference o such permis-
gion,’® aithough as many as seven villages are said
to  have been donated by Nohalla, the queen of
Yuvargjaddva  (I).  Such  charitable undertakings by &
queen on her own inifiative may also  be aftesled
through a record from Ralanpur, where queen Rambhala
seems to have made a lovely lake.1%®

In the field of education and literature, we have
to  rely mdstly on the reterences made by F3jasekhara
to  women literaturs, He asserts thal women, 100, be-
came poetesses like’ men and were found well-versed
in  sciencés. Some famous poeteéses such as Vijayanka,
have been highly acclaimed by Fijasekhara and have
been compared with Sarasvafli herselt.’¥  RFjasekhara’s
~“own wife named Avantisundar, a kshtriya by caste,
seems 1o have been an® accomplished ‘|ady. ‘Her  opin-

o
ion has been quoted thrice'™® in the 4dwamimamsa It

184, Ibid.

185. lbid., No.45,v.40.

186. thid., No.98,v.38.

187. Altekar, Fosilion of Women.. .p.
188, Kavy pp 20,4357



~would thus appear that she had composed some work
on rhetorics. |

However, as far as the question of higher educa-
tion was ooncerned, the Kdwyaminidmsa would lead  us
to  believe that it “was confined to royal, official, rich
and  well-to-do  families and 1o the class of daneing
girlg 188

There is  one . interesting record .that shows the
religious  patronage extended 1o Euddhism by women.
We are told in  an éleventh century  inscription  that
Mamaka, wife of Dharmes'vara, caused a copy -of the
.As'_faSa/ms?'/'ka,o/'ex/i?'azpi‘f'eafrrira‘ to  be wrilten, so that it

Gy

could be recited by the Order of Venerable Monks, 150
-
Women were | highly honoured as mothers. The

Candréhe stone Inscription  of Prabodhaseva refers to

LI LS

Amariki, from whose womb the Erahmapa Dharmsata
was born. Dharsala is mentioned as the pradastik@ral®
Another regord of mid-twelveth  century refers  to  the
queen-mother thar)ahdévi, who - gave  birth 0t

Narasimhaddvathe kalacuri king.$? The same AlhTnaddvi

189. Altekar, ,op. cil.,p.
190. Mirashi, op. cit., No. 52, 1.4.
191, lhid., No. 44, v.18.

192. Ibid., No. 60, v.24.
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is oited as the donor of land and other  charitable
undertakings in her role as the queen-mother. A similar
idea i conveyed in & record of Wijayasimha, wherein
obeisance is pald to his mother, the “Makidra/fi Gosal-
addvi.'®  These are instances of the queen having sur-
vived her husbanq and  making grants  of land during
the reign of her son,

The role of the queen-mother shown above would
indicate that the practice of the age-old custom  of
sai  was not & regular fealure even in the royal
house-hold. However, the prevalence of the custom  in
the Kalacuri  Kingdom is exemplified in a few inscrip-
tional records. Thus, wp are  told in. the Khairha Plates
of Yas‘ahkarpa that th_e' Kalacuri  King, Gayakarna, “al-
tained  salvalion...logether with  his hundred  wives,,, 1%
Another  obvious instance of saff is provided in the
Ratanpur record which refers to three ;queens who  fol-
lowed their husbhand as - safis3

The prevalence of this ocustom among the genefal
population is not aftested to by our sources, Ht)WéVer,
'a literary sourée approximately belonging to - our period
143, Ibid., No.69. |

184, Ibid. No. 56, v.12: No. §7.1.10.
195, Ibid. No 98.v.33.
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has been quoted by a recent work'® to  show that
safi was & general practice followed by the devoted
wife of every rank., However, as we have already
seen, . saf was not a compulsory practice even in the
royal  family.  Alberuni reoogniseé such exceptions when
he says that the ocustom did not apply lo women of
advanced years and .those who have children 1%

Finally, fet us examine - the role of married
women, Feferences are available both  for the royal
couple as well as for the lay population. Inscriptions
festiy to several queens taking an active interest in
the affairs of administration, and acting as an influential
factor upon the kihg.  The - influence of NoOhalla on
Yuvardadéva is indicaled in the Bilhdri Stone Inseription,
where the king is said to have “altained indescribable
splendour  through  her8 and  that - of < Thdkuwrdjfiiudaya
in the REjjim Stone Inscription of Prihvideva(ll).!%

Apart  from the royalty, the wives of some offi-
cials, too, are seen fo have had a say in the glory

of their husbands, 'Thus, Lakhama, the wife Lof  the

1
186. K&& guoted in Chauhan,K., op. cit., p.148.
197, Alberuni's Inctia )\, p.158)
148. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 45, v.3%.
199, ibid., No. 88, v.7.
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Brahmana minister Nimbadéva, is elogised in a verse
of poetic exuberance as the only source of virtue and
the cause of the prosperity of the family? In a simi-
lar vein, FRambhathe wife of the Kayastha Ratnasimha
was  respected by the family. The two wives of Deva-
:gar}a, the son of Fatnasimha, are also the Subject of
praise. 2! The last reference indicates  that among the
upper echelons of sociely polygamy was practised.
While it would only be natural to perceive -the
afore-mentioned  verses as only a reflection of poetic
~exuberance on the part of the ,0/235233[/'1(5/35, nevertheless
the existin{; social reality might not have been drasti-
cally different. The role of women vis-a-vis their hus-
bands was certainly a positive one, and this s at-
tested by Alberuni’s remark on the counselling power
of women, He writes that the advice of the wife was
quite  often  sought for by the menfolk in times of
emlergenoies and whenever a malter came up for con-
sultation.22  On the other hand, women | also  had certain

duties towards their male counterparts. As Fajasekhara

i

200" lhid., No. 40, v.18.
201. ibid., No. 943, v.12. '
202. Alberuni's india ), p.1g1.
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says in the L-’/dd/ms'é/ezbﬁaﬁ_/'/)ﬁ'i the wife was to render
unquestioned  obedience to  her husband, even at the

cost of her personal comforts, 208

SECTION VI
Occupalional Groups:

Our sources indicale the existance of ocoupations
in the field of t'extiles, metalturgy, masonry, and the
like, From such references, {1 is quite obvious thal
‘there  must  have been several socio-economic  groups
engaged in  such actlivities., The surviving remains  of
the art and archilecture of the Kalacuris allest {o the
existance of stone-workers;?4 Eesides these indirect refer-
ences, we have olear mention of certain professional
groups  such  as sutracdhdras, the [Dhakdras, the meoy

and the vagulikas

As we, have already seen in an eatlier context,
the Qand grants refer to the “mines 'f iron”. The
iron industry was & particularly thriving activity.  Alberuni

refers to the makers of certain - iron-weapons such as

Ay

[
1
I

203, Viddh IV, p.57. .
204. Rahman Ali, op. cit, p.'
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arrows, spear-points, swords and  knives.?®  Several in-
soriptions  confirm  this.  While the swofd s referred to
in the BilWari stone inscription of Yuvarﬁ]ad'e?va(llj]?0‘5 the
spear and arrow find place in the Fewa stone inserip-
ion of Vijayasifhha® The Ldhakdra or black-smith en-
. joyed & partiovularly prominent place, lending _his hand
to @ whole gamut of aolivities. The constant political
conflicts  with various contemporary powers further height-
ened his utility, The fact thal the [Shakdra or black-
smith  is  mentioned  on  several occasions by his per-
sonal name2® speaks for the importance of his profes-
sion, |

Another occupation that  must  have altracted @
substantial  section of the working people was weaving,
and Aauxiliary services  such as  dyeing.2%  The weaver
himself, however, is not mentioned in the records. The
weaver does not seem to have enjoyed a high status
in sociely, Alberuni has olassified certain  social catego-
ries  as  untouchables on the basis of -thelr ococupation.

The weaver is included in i, along with the shoe-

205. Alberuni's incfis |, p.G1.

208. Mirashi, op. cit., No. 45

207. | tbid., Appendix No. 4.

208. ' Ibid., No. 65, Il. 18-19;

208 Viddh. 1., 34; Chauhan, op. cit, p. 181,
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maker and the fisherman, 20 |

The  sufradhdra or artisan  has  been repeatedly
mentioned in  the kalacuri inscriptions, and quite often
his personal name is mentioned too 2t On certain oc-
oaésions, the artisan is the subject of praise??  The
incising and  engraving of  prasasfy seems o have
been & family affair, in  which several members of the
family  partook. The Tewdr Stone Inseription  of  Gay-
‘c-'xkarp;;z and the Ehgraghat record of Naragimha mention
Mahidhara as the “foremost of artisans®?® who incised
the stone. The same Mahidhara’s son Namaddva is eu-
logised as the ‘“crest-jewel of artisans who hasg
adorned”? the  Jabalpur inscription  of  Jayasimha,  Apart
from the artisan, a related group comprised of the
architecl,  These two were clearly  distinguished  from
each other, As in modern parlance, the archilect was
the one who conceplualised and plahned, and his  plan

was execuled by the artisan. Thus, we hear of the

210. Alberuni's indis i, p. 101,

211, Miraghi, op. cit,, No. 458, v.86, which mentions Nonna, the son of the Sutradhara
Sangama.; No. 46, v.48, which refers to Sulradhara MadhavaNo. 47, v.58in
which Sulracth@raSambhuka is mentioned ; elc.

212 Ihid., No. 88, v.17 [No. 60, v.36 ; No. 64, v.49.

213, lbid. 5

214. Ibid., No. 64, v.49."
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architect  Pithe \«fgho was  oconversant  with  “the science
(taught) by Visvakarmi» and immediately  following s
the reference to the arlisan Mahidhara2® -

finally, we hear of the mocf generally interpreted
as the ghoe—maker. However, he does not emerge in
our inscriptions until  the fourteenth ocentury or  even
later. 2% Although this record lies beyond the period of
our - interest, we may have a look at it as it contains
the lone reference to the mool The person who s
called ‘mocl must have belonged 1o the thitteenth cen-
tury, since his grandson had the record engraved. The
inscription itselt  refers  to  the building of a temple
dedicated to  Adrayana together with a  mandapa by
Devapdla, grandson of Jasdu, a moe/ by profession.!?
This shows that a descendant of a moo/ bacame

prosperous enough’ to have a temple erected,

13

215, lhict, No. 60, v.v. 36-37.
216, lbid. No. 108, 1.10.
217, Ihid. |
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CHAPTER 1l

RELIGION

i
x

Religion has! been at the vangaurd of  societal
interactions, and has served as an able reflector of = the
moral and  ethical inclinations of Indian sociely from the
earliest historical epoch up to contemporary society. Such
a  religious: é:\louring to most socielal obligations was an
even more integral part in the lives of the poeple in the
period of study than it is today.' A factor that heightened the
stimulus - response relalionship  belween the religious
overtones  and the socio-political and ethical aclivities of the
royally and lay inhabitants alike was the advent of  the
undercurrents  of  Tantricism, which coloured and engulfed

¢ ' . ') '
most of the religious followings such as Vaisnavism,

1. According to Alberuni, 1/8th of the income was given as a gift to
religious minded people- Alberuni's Indis Il p 149,

1
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" , : _ i i ) . ; :
Saivismy Buddhism and Jainism, and added a new dimension

to the existing religious fervour,

While the heterodox secls of E:uddfﬂsm and  Jainism
were  only just ﬂiokering'with the smouldering remnants  of
their  influence in small pockels, Erahmanical forces .not
only enjoyed @ prominant but also a predominant  position
'~ over ofher religious seocls prevalent duting the pefiod under
study.  In facl, it is interesting to note thal by the 10th and
11th centuries, a trend towards reciprocily among the different
religious  forces had come into  being, although such: signs
“of reciprocily were more visible in thhe case  of the
helerodox  sects. For an illustration,  theistic tendencies
had orep{ into Jainism  and  Buddhism on the analogous
lines of Erahmanical sects of Shivism  and Vaishavism.?
This development is substantially portrayed by the architectural
and sculptural remains of the Kalacuris of Tripuri and Rathapur.
in fact, we shall, in the course of our study of the major
religious  trends, intermittantly refer to the malerial remains

of such manifestations  of religious aotivity of the Kalacuris.
HINDUISM

Hinduism  of the 10th century or there-abouts  was not

2. 1+ Chauhan, K, OHNL p.p.167-168
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necessary identical with vedic culture and religion, the practice
of which still persgisted  with  some amount of fervour,
We have already seen in an earlier chapter the instances
o brahmaddya villages, some of which were the outcome
of & substantial influx of migrating Brahmana families

into the Kalacuri Kingdom.® We have also seen the prevalence

of the paficamahayafflas or five great saorifices, the
maintenance  of whibh required the large number of  fand
grants made out to ‘the Erahmanas. - - A Ratanpur record uses
a charater from the Fi.g Veda, viz., vala or wvritra, to refer to
Bhujabala, an arch enemy of the Kalacuri King Jajjaladava,d
The same record describes the grantee as having mastered the
six vedangas and being familiar with the duties of the
Udgatri  (priest),5  We ~come across  similar  references

! " - , \
indicating the continuation of vedic rituals and practices.t

Epigraphic, Cand to some  extent literary, sources
indicate thal by the 8th - 10th cenluries, Hinduism had
divided itsell into  three  principal  streams: E-"z_xivism.,

) . ") . . .
Vaishavism and Saklism. - We shall took into each of these

3. O/ Yol v, Nos. 42, 56, 43, 1.2, elc. Also, refer to the section on migra-
tion, Chapter Il -

ibic, No. 82.w.8-9 | |

ibid., w. 10-13 e

ibid No.82w.8:%@

|
I
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in some detail,
SAIVISM

During the period under review, it was Saivism which was
quite obviously the predominant and most  popular foree,
exerting and  exacting respect from the lay worshippers
and moral and m‘aterial support from  the royal household.
. The insoriptions. pfo.vide ample evidence of the patronage

. I vy
extended to Salvism.;  Most of the Kalacurl Kings were styled

as  parama-mah®svaras, e, devout worshippers of
Mahasvara.’!  Vamadsva, identical  with Vamasambhu

g

according to V.S Fathak®, is decribed in the Kalacuri
epigraphs as ”pararnabhagaraka. Maharajadhifaja-para-
masvara-Vimadava®.  The influence of Saivism may be seen
among the officials too,  The Bargaon inscription of Sabara
tells us that his Balaghikrita or commander was named S"{tiva.s
On dooasions, the Kalacuri King is described as “Rudra
incarnate”,  Most of the epigraphs that we have examined

‘e 1 ...'l
commence wiith an obeisance to Siva.l®  All  these are

7. Karna, Ya3ah Karna, Narasimhadeva, Jayasimha and Yijayasimha adopted

such a title.

Pathak, ¥.5., Saiva Culls...p.2

. Mirashi, op. cit No. 43, 1.1.

10, ibid, No. 3b; No. 36; No.44; No.45; No. B8; No. 60; NO.64; No. 77; No. 84;
No.8%; No. 90; No.93; No. 96; No. 97; No. 38 No. 100.
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!
indices 1o show the prominant role of Saivism in the Kalacur|

b ____.

Kingdom.  Our sources also show the existence of several
N -, B

sects of Savism, such as the pas’upata, Kapalika, Siddha and

Saiva Siddhanta, It would be worth while to look into

) . ) ) .
each of these ramifications of the Saiva faith more closely.
’ :
The Pasupata Sect

The 10th century saw the F'as’upa%a sect as  being very
popuilar, The Eilhari stone inscription of
Yuvarajadeva (I} describes the King as “always -engaged in
the worship of Srikantha,”  Srikantha is believed 1o have

J . ’
founded the Fasupata School.? The Pasupata devotees

concentrated more on the “attainment of omniscience, freedom

from samsara, control over souls in bondage, these being the
altributes of Mah8svara, - with whom theyilried to be al onie...”13
A 1Zth century inscription of Gaydkarna carries @& reference
to Bhavatgjas as having altained union 4v'vith S'iva through his

knowledge of the systems of Agama, _ YOga, _ Nyaya and

' ’ . .
the acopted practices for the Fasupata  asclic.’™™  The

11.  ibid., No. 45, v.69.

12. Pathak, V.8, op . cit. pp 4-8
13.  Chauhan, K., op. cit,, p 171
14, C 11, iv, No. 58, w.h-6.

15, ibid., No. B8v.8.
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proficiency in the psz a system alluded to in  the above

verses  was one of the bagic philosophical tenets  of the
p'as{pati gect. - This system encompasses the inculcation of the
five subjects or categories which find place in these verses,
viz,  Karana, or  cause'®,  yogall, viddhi, rightequsness
or religious  practice’® ©  and  Duk3nta or cessation  of
miseries.’®  Another element which is clogely interwoven into
the pas'«.xpata philogophy is the eight-fold form  or the eight
‘bodies’ of diva.  Apart from the Tewar inscription, reference
to this aspect is available in  the Bheraghat ingcription of
Narasimha of (K] E 907-1165 A.D.- and on the Sedrinarayan
racord of JRjjaladéva (1) of K(E) 919.20 These eight forms have
been, elucidated by  Pathak? as () Sarva, (i) Bh3va, (i)
- Tsana, (iv) Fldra, (V) Vara, (vi) Bhima,  (vii) F asupali and
fire, (V) earth, (v) the sacrificer, (vi) water, (vi) air and

(viii)  ether (Akdgh).2
goooug

4 Y .
Besides Bhavatgjas, the paBpata ascelics in the

16, ibid., v.1;Pathak, p. 14 '

17, ibid., v.5-6-, v.Bv. 11; Pathak p 16

18, ibid, v.8.

18, ihids., v.6. Pathak, p.14.

20.  ibid., No.BO, E.1. Vol Il p 7fi; No.98, v. Z.; Appendix 3, v.Z.
21, Pathak, op. cit, p. 17

22.  Mirashi, Y.V, op. cit, p.3148, foot note 3.
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Kalacuri Kinadom were also represented by his  (Ehavafeja’s)
disciple named Bhavabrahman, who caused a temple of Siva
to be put up? in fact, the inscription itéen was discovered
in the vicinity of the temple. The Eh&raghat inseription of Nara-
simhadéva  or Alhdnaddvi mentions the pasupali  asoetio
F:ud'rarﬁsi. of Lald lineage, expressly asked to be in charge
of the management of the temple - comple endowed
by Alhdnaddvi?® The names of the pasupata ascetics have
some common element in the adoplion of the prefixes and
suffixes.  On the  strength of corroborating  evidence
from other contemporary records, V.S.Fathak® shows that
the Kalnana ascelics have names ending with ‘rasi® (such
as  Rudrard3si, above), while the ascelics hailing from the

ananta _ golra have the itle of ‘bhava’ (such as BhavalSjas

and  Bhava-brahm3d, above] as their prefix
The Kaule and kapilika secis:

While our insoriptional  sources  are silent
regarding the practice of these secls and do not yield any

tangible information ccncerning their philosophical  ouliook,

there  seems be very little room for doubting the - existence

i .

i '23. ibid., No.58, v.14. -
24. ibid., No. Gﬂ,w.27-31.

25, Pathak, op. cit, p.[% ft notes 1 and Z.
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of the kapalika sect as a living entity during the period

H - yom i b o
under  review, Literary sources, such as Fajasekhara’s
Karpuramanjari, refer to the followers of this seot, The

Karpuramanjari tells us that this system “combined pleasure
with salvation, religion with indulgence in wine and women,

and repurte for piety with most unrestricted sensuality,”%

"The siddha sect: |

The _s_:gg_n_i seot "!is referred to in  the FRewa inscription
of  Vijayasimha of K(E) 944--close of 1Zth century-which
describes  the  pedigree  of Ma[aﬁsirﬁha, apparentiy a
feudatory of the Kalacuri King.? Malayasimha, apparenlly has
been e‘ﬁlogised as a “sucocessful yogin®  or “siddhartha
yogi,h28 A verse tells us that, "“having performed fierce
and painful penance, the siddhas go to high heaven.. 3
Ma_layasirﬁha erected a shrine of  Rama, and paying
obeisance at the shrine seems to have precluded the practice
of varlous hardships for the altainment of ‘visvapada'.®

This record opens with a rather inlriguing invocation  of

26. . Kar. Actv, p.235
27. C 11, No.G7, v. 4 1.
28.  ibid., v.42

28 ibid., No.44; No. 45 1.22: No. 45, etc.

30.  ibid., No.67, v.27; Bharma, RK, Kalacuris and their Times, p 224; Pa-
thak, Saiva cults...-p. 27.
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Manjughosh, the Buddhist God of leaming. This has led

j

Pathak 10 accept Manjughosa as part  of the pantheon of

the siddha scholl.

R o - i
The Saiva siddhanta sedt

We  have already briefly touched upon the saiva
Ac@ryas of the Mattamayura lineage in an earlier context
(vide chapter on social differentiations...). Mattamayura, the
chief sect of this clan, has been .:i;den!tiﬂed by Mirashi with
kadawdh@ near Ran3d, where the remains of as many as
fourteen E:rﬁhm:xgi<>ztl temples and a monastty have been
discovered.®2 The Shiva Acdryas received special attention and
patronage  from the  Kalacuri  Kings, and  this ish
illustrated  in  atleast three records from the Tripuri House:
namely, the Eilh@r, candrehi and Girgi inseriptions, where-in
-the. geneology of the Saiva Acdryas of {he Mattamayura clan
is provided. A particular impelus in  this direction seems
to have been imparted in the reign of Vuvarajaddva (), who
invited  the Shiva Acfryas from distant  places.  This is
reflected in the candrehe inscription which was  put up by

prabhodadiva, who belonged to the Matamayura Lin'eage and

31 Pathak, op. cit, p.27. :
32. Mirashi, op. cit, p.; Mirashi's views do not find concurrence with V.S,
Pathak - Pathak, op. cit, p. 33, fint 1 and 2
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was a contemporary of the afore-mentioned = king. The
successors of Yuvardjadadva (1), wZ'; Yuvaragjadeva (Il) and
Kokallad8va (Il), carried on the processs, Thus, we find in
each of these three records the geneology of the S'aiva

Acdryas:
Furandara
Sikha diva (v.4)
Prabhavasiva (v.5)
Prasantadiva (v.6)
Frabhodhadiva- (v.9)

Prabh3vasiva, who  was the spiritual  preceplor
of Yuvarﬁjadé’va (h  was evidently invited to the Kalacuri
‘kingdom  and ~givén large gifts.  The Girgi,, inscription
records that Yuv’arﬁi;ad@va () made Frabhivadiva to accept a
monastry.® Prasanta  diva i3 said to have ocaused the
building of a temple dedicated to his country and phg:pd
incharge  of the monaslries  of Vaidyanatha, and
Nauhatesvara,® Cudasiva,  the Acl@rya who  precedes

H'rdayas’iva-‘ in the geneological table, may have been

33, Mirashi, op. cit, No.44, v. 16.
34, ibid. No 4557
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identical  with an analogous figu[é of the <3?Ir97 record,®
The Shiva Eof:ryas‘seem to have been well provided for by
the Kalacuri  court, As many as twenty-two  villages are
mentioned by name as granis made out for the maintenance
of the Shiva ascetics and their bensficer, Yuvarajadava (I_]..
The permanent character of the gr::mtsfis made zibundamly
olear® A late record of the Ratnapur House mentions
grant made out in similar fashion to Is'varasiva, “a orest-jewel
of Shiva Acaryas, ¥

Several of the Shiva Acdryas formed a moré or
less  conliguous line of suyccession, from the time of
Yovarajadava (I}  onwards, as  the royal  preceptor or
‘BIjgurs’.  We have already investigaled the role of the
F@jgqury in  his religio-political capacity in an  earlier context,
Al this juncture, it would perhaps be not out of place 1o
have a look at the geneology of the REjqurus who served

under various Kalacuri Kings:

~ - ] . - oo
Sabhavasambhu (Prabhavagdiva)
Vamasambhy (Vamadava)

(contemporary of Yuvarajadeva (lf) )

35, ibid., No.46,1.18. Both Mirashi and ¥ 8. Pathak suggest the identification
of Cuglas’iva with Sikhas'iva in the CancrEhe {nscription.; Mirashi, op. cit,
n. cliii. o

36.  ibid., No.46, w. 35-43

37, ihid, No. 102, w. 18-20.
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Vim&lagiva
(contemporary of Kokalladeva (I} )
Vastusiva
(contemporary of Gangeyadeéva)
Rudragiva
(j(}()ntemp()rsiry of Laks’mi-Karrla, Yas’ahkérr_m]
Ptqus'as?iva

L
[Yas‘ahkarpa’s contemporary)
Saklisiva
(contemporary of Gayakarna)
irtidiva
(contemporary of Narasimhaddva)
Vimalasiva
{contemporary of Jayasimha)®

VAISNAVISM

A ]

L S , ,
Like Saivism, Vaipavism too played an integral role in

8. Mélképgram inscription, JAHRSIY, pp. 147 f; Jabalpur inscription of
Yimalasiva, No.; also NO | Pathak, op. cit, p.50.
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the religious flite of the country. Epigraphic, as well as
archeological, svidence show thal the repregentation of  Vishu
in His various cosmic forms was  quite  popular.  Four
ingcriptions of the 10th century, all belonqing to the r@mnwof
far frem Lun:, veligious

Yuvarajadeva (), ilustrate that the Kalaouri Kings, , bigots,
extended palronage 1o both - the dominant

religious fofoes of Shivism . and vaishavism,  We
have already witnessed the extent of moral and material
support  enjoyed by  the Salvites from Yuvarajadéva,
An amatya of the same king, viz,, Gollaka, is cited as the
one on whose' behest the figures of the fish, lortoise, and
bore were oarved, associated with the Avatdrag of Vig'nu.®
The inscriptions themselves are incised within temple  com-
plexes dedicaled to vishu, Thus,  the first of these
inseriptions is incised on the inner wall of the Fish temple,
located 65 miles wpst of Fewd ¥  Sculptural remains and
epigraphic records lead us to presume thal besides  the

cosmic forms  of figh, boar and tortoise, those of

ol .o . — ) U )
the vamana ¥ Narasimha  Fama,®  Parasurdama,®  and

39.  Mirashi, op. cit, No. 38.No.40, No. 41

40. ibid., p. 182

41, ibid., No. 40, v.1 and v.20; No. 48, v.27; No. 83v16 No 106, v.12;
Appendix 3, v.25.

42.  ibid., Appendix 5 v2 Shqrm'w‘ RK, op. cit, p.218

43, ibid., No.48,v.4; No.B7, v.13; No.86, v.10; No.90, v.20.

44.  jbid., No. b6, v.26.



Krishna® were _aléo{ popular in the period under study. From
Ratnapur, one partgoular image of sthnika Visnu has been
discovered, depiotin§ the dasavatdras on its lateral side®
At Bilhari, an exolﬁsive temple dedicated to the Var@havatara
has  been identified.# FEesides the depiction of the
dasavatdras, sculptural remnants also exist of the images of

-y . ]
Garuda, the vahana of Visnu @

While most of the Kalacuri Kings, as we have seen,
assumed tilles to  show their devotion to E’»’iva, it s
interésting to note that Sankaragana (If) styled himself  as
‘parama-vaisnava’, i.e., a devoul worshipper of Vishu® One
of his feudatory- chiefs, Sabara, erected the Narayana temple
al Bargaon® An 11th century insoription  of Yadahkarna
traces his pedigree to the “lotus-navelled God,” ie., Vis'nu,5
Transferring our attention to the Ratnapur records, the Rajjim
Stone inscription of; Frthvidéva (I} opens with obeisance to

Vidhu®2  Ratnad8va  (ll)'s  Frime Minister,  Gangadhara,

45, ibid., No. 86, v.17; No.93,v. 14, No.106,v.3; Sharma, R.K,, op. cit, p.21%.

46. Rshman Ali, 44Kp. 124t Sharma, RK op. cit, p.21%

47. Banerjee, HTM pl. .xx1, p. 34; Rahman Ali, op.cit, p 126

48. C 11, No 3% which is incised on a pillar with a broken figure of
Garuga - Mirashi, op. cit, p.183

48, ibid., No. 42, v.33.

50. ibid., No. 43, 1.3.

§1.  ibid., No.66, v.1.

§2. ibid., No. 88, v.1.
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caused a large mandapa of Sauri (Visny) to be constructed
al Kharod,% There are a couple of instances to show that
besides the royal house, the more prosperous professional
individuals were also involved in temple  building  activity.
The Makundapur record  of Gangeyaddva of K(E) 772, i.e,
tth century tells us that the s'res{hin Damodara constructed
a temple of Jald3sayana, i.e., visnuw.¥ A record, although
later than the petiod under study, is similarly enlightening.
This- inscription too opens with an obeisance to Nirdyana, and
refers to  the building of a temple for the God by a
shos-maker.  The insoription itself was found within the Vis'nu

temple.5
Represenlation of the Consorts:

An uocf\"pted and popular means of representing the
Gods in the insoriptions and sculptural motifs was o
portray them along with their female counter-parts, such as,
Siva-Paivall and Vichu-Laksmi, Thus, Vapulla, a general of
Karna, and his wife built a temple dedicated to  Sivag and

installed four images within,  Laksmi with Nardyana and Uma

53.  ibid., No. 100, v.32

54.  ibid., No. 47, 1.2 : ' -

bh. ibid., No. 108, w.9-10;. Sharma, RK., op. cit, p.218; Rahman Ali, op. cit,
p.
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with Mahés@araﬁe The Kalacuri royally, as also lesser officials,
did ' not hesitate to draw up an analogy between themselves
and the devine couple.  Gayakarna and Alh3nadévi have thus
been compared with Siva and UmA¥  The records from
Ratanpur are also replete with  similar  statements,® and  this
practice was not limited to the royal couple; on the conirary,
it was adopled even by lesser mortals® Coins  and
the seal-malrix of  the  Kalaouri Kings, Gangeyadéva,
Karna, Yasahkarna and Vijayasimha ocarry images of the Gods
and their consonts.®  The coing of Gingeyadaéva, for instance,
carry an image of Parvald,

This  brings us to a discussion of the cull of the Mother

Goddess.

JAKTISM

[

Saktism  or the worship of the Mother Goddess was
[
evidently popular fotm of religious activity in the period under

review.  Both literary as well as epigraphic sources contain

L 13,141

§6. Mirashi, op. cit, No.B3, w.11-20

57. ibid., No.60,w.22-23. '

84. ibid., No. 76, w. 8-10, Where Ratnargja (1) is compared with Yis'nuy; No.
77, v.18, where R3jalla and Pgthvideva (10 are compared with Laks'mi and
Yis'nu;, No.84v.8, where-a similar comparision is made with JajalladEva
and Lachchhaladgvi. :

B9 Mirashi, op. cit, No. 33v.12

60. Rahman Ali, op. cit, p 139
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references to the worship of the Mother Goddess in various
forms such as PFhwvali, AmbikE, Sarasvati  and Laksmi,
The oult of the Mother Goddess became particularly
important  from the latter part of the 10th century onwards.
The Paikore inscription of Karna records the dedication of
an image of an unnamed Goddess by the Kalacuri King.®
A - later record belonging to the 1Zth century refers to
a ghat and temple complex of Ambikd built by the son of
a Mah@ranaka named Jalhanaf This  aot is said to have
freed (from the bondage of wordly existance) the whole
fribe of the Fautids.®® A temple of Farvali is mentioned in
the Ratanpur inscription of Prihvidéva (I,  Temples of
Durga have likewise been cited in  the Seorindrayan
and Kharod inscriptions.  The lalter of the two seems to
indicate that the locality where the temple was built came
to be wcalled Durgd’ after the  Goddess.™  The Mother
Goddess in her more sensual form, i.e, Sarasvali, was also
worshipped as “the Goddess of learning,”® and as one “who

moves about in all (four) directions, assumes four forms, and

61. Ibid., p. 168, Banerjee, H7Mp. 100
62. Mirashi, op. cit, No.G6Z . 4-5.

63 ibid

64. ibid, No.100, v.35 .I

85,  ibid., v.18 ;
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is  the cause of (the,éﬂtﬁinmém_ of) the four objects (of
human lite)”.86  As Mirashi explains, the four forms are Fara,
Pasyanti,  MadhyRma and  Vaikhdri®  Sarasvali is also
conceived as the Goddess, “Who, by various forms  of
speech, conducts  the  intercourse .(ot men), and by
altaining the  slightest portion  of whose’ elegance even for
a  short time, men may altain  very great honour‘ in
assemblies,»t8

iy

- \ s e
Images of Sarasvall have been recovered from within

!
. [ - B
the precincts of the Fewa temple.®

MINOR RELIGIOUS ESECTS

Ko ammy
- i L . . ._'n .
~Besides  the  major  religious  sects, Salvism,
Vel dnavi " t - .
vaisnavism and the cult of the Mother Goddess, our sources
attest  to ‘the worship of several minor Hindu  deities, who
vevered

\ h :
were represented in  the antArOpornorphlo form and , by

the common populace.

Both the Tripuri and Ralanpur  sources  conlain

references  to the cull of Ganapati,  Obeisance is paid 1o

G6. ibid., Appendix 3, v.8

67. ibid.. p. 641, foot note 3.

§8. ibid, NO. 60v.6

69. ° Rashman Ali, op. cit, pp. 150-51.

70.  Mirashi, op. cit, No 49v.1. No. 60, v.5; No. 80, v.4.

i
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(3zxgaxpati. as the protector, ‘the elephant-faced” God and as
“the  God of two ‘mothers.” Al these are references to
Ganapali as a seperate enlity although we come across
references  to  him along with other deities.”"  Images of
Gands’a have been recovered from the Virates'vara temple al
Sohagpur (11th  century),”? Candréhe,- Fewd, Maribagh and
BHeraghal.™  Of these, the most nolable rendeting is that
of nrtya-murti, or the dancing figure of G:apés'a, found in the
regioﬁ of FRewdiand Bheraghdt™  Ganapali was  also
conceived as  “one who grants all desired objects
and  destroys oib:sumles.”5 Kiﬁr‘tik‘éya is regarded as
Ganapali's brother  and the ‘six-faced commander-in-chief
of the Gods.”® He is described as “the son of the daughter
of the mountain in the inscriptions,”’ and was generally
paid obeisance  on the &h day of the  mognth,
Another Erahmanical, ;deity that. was venerated was  Slrya,
temples for whom  were built by Ratnadéva (.78 The

eclipse of the sun, like that of the moon, was regarded

71, ibid., No 53, L1; No. 106, 11,

72. Banerjee R.D.. op. cit, pp. 48-50.
73. Rahman Ali, op. cit, p. 11568

74 ibid, p. 116 '

75.  Chauhan, K., op. cit, p. 177

76. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 83v.20.

77. ibid., No. 100, v.35.

I

78, ibid., No 89, v.16;.No.90, eic.
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as an abspioibusyanq' “holy ocoagion on which religious
works of  merit  were undertaken. Thus, as we have seen
earlier, several Kalacuri land grants  were executed on the
eclipse of the sun’ Sirya images have been discovered
al places like Bhdraghdt, Tripuri, Eilhdr, and Karitaldi 8 we
ghall refer in the following section to Brahm@d, whose
popularity seems fo be on decline since he is not mentioned
as an indepedent deity in his own right, but oniy in the

[
company of other deities,

THE CONCEPTIOI{! OF TRINITY

The conception of the trinity or ‘Tridéva’ may be seen in
¥ amE
a record of the 9th century A.D.  The Karital&i inscription
. ' . . . ) . -
of Lakshmapa&éva begins with an  invocation to Dhruhina

(Erahm3), Upendra (Visnu) and FRudra (Siva),

. v ' A
The worship of the two principal Gods, Siva and Visnu,
together, is another trend that is visible in  our sources. We
hear of a temple of Sankara-Narayana®? and also  of  an

individual named Jasananda who was a . devout worshipper

79. Banerjee, RD., op. cit, p. 31; Rahman Ali, op. cit, pp. 152-54.
80. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 37, u. 1-4. ‘

81. bid, No.- , v. ,

82. ibid., No. 83, v.17.
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of both Mahesvara and Visnu,®
THE PANCAYATANA CONCEPT

This  concept manifested itself in the enshrining of the five
popularly worshipped Gods within the ~a  main lemple-
complex. The deities incorporated in the
panchyatanapljd were Visnu in his various forms, Siva, Devi,
Gapés’a ahd the Sun.  This concept is believed to have
received @ boost in its popularity through the activities of
SankarXodrya N the context of our present  study, the
earliest  reference resembling . the practice  of  the
paficlyatanaphji  is found in the Giirgi inscription belonging
to  the eleventh century, and subsequently installed the
image named Srivatsa, surrounded by four smaller shrines,8
From Ratanpur too we come across a five-shrined temple,
built by -Furushottama,. the SarvEdhikarin of Prihvideva (I).
Unlike  the F{ewf’{ -"reoord, the names of the deities

1 [ — ¥ . [ [
are ligibler Durga, « Ganapal, Sarasvati, ¥

83. ihid., No 46, w 11-12,
84. Kane, Hisione of the Dhsrmas astrasii, p 716-17.
85. Mirashi, op. cit, No. 63, v.13. The names of the deities instailled are
lost, except for those of Laks'mi - NardyanoN.
g6. ibid., No.90, w. 32-33.
87.  ibid, No. §2, v.1.
i
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BUDDHISM AND JAINISM

Both  Buddhism and Jainism had lost their hold  on
most parts of northern India by the 10th century, and were
confined  to rélativety tiny geographical spheres  of
influence, However, it would be incorrect to presume fhat
they had ceased to be influential, Archeological  findings
have shown that these two helerodox sects enjoyed some
amount  of popular iniluence in the Kalacuri Kingdom.  The
SArdindth  Slone insoription of Karna (11th  cenlury A.D)
beging with veneration towards the Euddha as the “dispeller
of all  darkness".%  The same record refers to “the  Great
Monastry” and the monks patrika and Monbratha gupta of the
order of venerable monks, A lady worshipper of the Mah3yana
doclrine seems to have caused a literary work of some merit
and. made donations towards the monastic  establishment, 8
This is an instance of the involvement and patticipation of
women in literary "and refigious activities, The  Ratanpur
inseription of  Jajjaladdva (i) oomains,referenoes'to the works
of Dinndga the Weall known Mahd@ydna  scholar, The

Buddhist - doclrines  of  Kshana, s3manya and Framina

88. ibid., u.8-12.
83 ibid., No. 77, v.28
30, ibid., No. 84, v.25 No. 88, v.721
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‘are alluded 1o in a fater record of the Ralanpur Kalacuris.®
The  Koni inseription of  Prhvidéva (1) refers to an
individual named Kasala who “Knows the three ratnas and
whose intellect is  well-known in {expounding) the muititude
of the Agamas  of Sringhana (the Euddha)....”$? The three
ratnas, refered to in ‘this present verse, were the Buddha, the
Dharma, and the Samgha®

A host of images connected with EBuddhism have
been unearthed In various places within the Kalacuri King-
dom. An image of SitA&-Tara has been discovered at
Gopalpur, a short distance away from E’-h?}rag}?;t. Sita-Targd s
the first form of Ta&&, who occupies a position In the
Buddhist lore similar to Durgd in the Hindu pantheon-34
The same site has yielded four other images of the
Bodhisaliva  Avalokitdsvara, From  Tripuri  [mod-Tewdr) itself
several images belonging to the Mah3yana school of Bud-
dhism carry inscriptions informing us of the palronage ex-.
tended to Euddhism. As in the Samdth insoripion of
Karna, here too we hear of @ Mah‘ixyﬁnﬁ nun  named

Dhanuva who lived in the 11th century AD. and caused

81, ibid, No. 40, v.37

92. ibid., p. 473, ! note §

43.  Rehman All, op cit, p 173-74
44  ibid, "

!
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several arlistic works of Euddhist sculplure to be exculed
in and around ‘th{é Kalacuri ocapital of Tripuri, The trading
and mercantile ':ola§s was in particular devoted {o Buddhism
and  donated E:uddHist images,%

During the period under review, Jainism seems to
have disappeared for all practical purposes from northérn
India, and was confined to pockets of western India,

However, Kalacuri records pertaining to the Jaina faith do

1

exist, The Eahiiriband insoription  of Gayakarna s itgelf
inscribed on the pedestal of the statue of the Jaina
Tirthankara Sﬁntinath‘a, and this statue still survives,

The stalue was  pul up by a person named
Mah3(Eho)ja, who belonged to the ‘Gollapurva-Amnaya’, This
term refers to a Jaina family, and Mirashi draws attention
to the existance of several Jaina families belonging to the
Goﬂapurya@mnﬁya in  contemporary Madhya-Fradash.% The
image was oonse{oreted by Acdrya Subhadra, who hailed
from a branch of the Digambara Seot ¥

Tripuri seems to have been ‘a focal point for Jaina

activities  in  the Kalacuri Kingdom. Numerous soulptural

a5.  Mirashi, op. cit, p. 311, No. 58 4

86. ibid., p.310; /.. volxxd, p. 73

97. Pahman Ali, op. cit, p. 166; Banerjee, R.D., op. cit, p. 108, Sankalia,
New /4., 1938, 1, p. 500.
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remains associated with Jainism have been discovered in
and  around fhis Kalacuri  capital. Images of ;N'Fxmin*atha,
Neminatha, F‘;ars'v::w%ﬁtha and Mahavira, the 21st, 2znd, 23rd
and  24th Tirthankaﬁ:a, are among the notable finds in this
region.® The influence of Tantricism can be gauged om
the introduction of female deities in several Jaina mofifs,
Images of SAsanaddvis have been discovered at Sohdgpur,

s inferesting to nole that most of the material
remains - which serve as supporlive evidence for EBuddhism
and . Jainism in the Kalaouri o'ountry are confined to the
geographical limits of the Tripuri Kingdom. Siles associated
with  Buddhism are those of Eheraghdl, Gopalpur and
Tripuri (Tewdr}, and those with Jainism are Jabalpur, Fewd,
Bith@rl, Karitaldl, Sohdgpur and EBahiiriband. Except for a
reference to the Euddhist doctrines mentioned above, the
Ratanpur recards do not yield any other archeological or

epigraphic evidence relating to Buddhism or Jainism,

i

a8, Rahman Al op. cit, p. 168 Banerjee, op. cit. p. 100,

1
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. :
- CONCLUSION
I ,

5;

An effort was made in the preceding pages to present
as complete a piclure as available from the limiled sourées
pertaining to the kalacuris. This study was not aimed at
examining each singular aspect of what is generally included
within the purview of the term “cultural history”. Thus, we have
delimited our study to an inquiry into the social and religious
life in the Kalacuri times, and excluded cetlain spheres of
cultural aclivity such as food and dress habits, marital insti-
tutions, education and the like. These later:aspeots could not
be taken up due to the limited paramelers of the pregent work.

The period between the 8th and the 1zth centuries is
notable for two oulstanding features; firstly, it represented a
new height in the process of the fragmentation of state power,
and secondly, the a(’ljvent of the Muslim power and its estab-
lishment. The first trend saw, as itg oorollary,'an increasing
dilineation of authority and a change in the existing- $0Gi0-

~ecohomic relations.

The perioa saw an almost complete obliteration of the
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rigid line of demarcation between the various caste-groups vis-

“a-vis their assigned ocoupational quarters. No longer was the

Brahmana to be identiied as a rigid and exclugive religious
entity. On the contrary, he diversified into, and permeated
through, all sorts of ocoupalional barriers. The need for such

st

diversification may be understood in terms of financial distress

“which forced some members of the upper caste groups to take

up professions such as trade and agriculture. This further
indicates that although the Erihmanas were still the ococupants
of the top rung in the social ladder, some sections of the
E:rithimapas failed to maintain their erstwhile exalted status and
had to take recourse to professions which were seen as
‘ungainly’ for their position.

The post Gupta period saw the emergence of the
Kayasthas as a significant social factor, and by about the 10th
century they had amalgarhated into @ caste, possessing several
sub-groups. The Kalacuri records show that some of the major
political offices where occupied by members from this social
group. This was not to imply, however, that they relinquished
their traditional occpation; they were still visible as ‘pras’asti-
karas and several insoriptions were authored by them,

The presence of the sudra i hardly felt in the Kalacuri
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records. He is mentioned on a few occasions as a part of
the cafu/'v;-zr'{zex, and only once as a separate entity (in the Rewd
inscription  of Karr}c{l. In all probability, the Budras had sub-
stahtially improved upon their erstwhile. position of isolation, and
economic prosperity might have led to such improvement. The
fact that they are hardly ever mentioned in our sources lends
to support the theory that the sudras had more or less
amalgamaled with the vaisyas for all practical purposes, and
no significant difference. lay between the two,

At least in théory, untouchability was very much a reality
in the period under. review, but in practice, this might not have
been enforced in the strongest of ferms. Alberuni mentions the
list of untouchables and divides them into- two groups on the
lines of their professions. He includes the ‘mocl (shoe-maker),
fisherman, and weaver in the first group, and those engaged
in the menial services in the second group, wh‘iohA was lower
in status. A rather lale record shows that the moci had
considerably ameliorated his position, and was no longer
viewed as an entity‘ isolated from sociely. The recowd appar-
antly exhibits the power of financial affluence as a medium for
social acoceptability, -

The economy was marked by a surfeit of land-grants
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made out in favour of both religious and secular groups. Out
of the 57 identifiable areas in 27 epigraphs as grants, as many
as 39 are made oul in favour of the former group, ie., the
Erahmanasete, The fact that an overhelming majority of these
grants fie with in @ radius of about 50 Kilomelres speaks for
the extent of influence which the Brahmanas may have enjoyed,

in the realm of religion, S'iva was the deily parexcellence
of the Kalacuris, and S*aivism refained a prominunt position for
itself throughout the period under review. This, however, did not
presuppose a deliberate relegation of .other religious forces
suéh as Vais'navism, S'aklism, Buddhism and Jainism, all of
which are in evidenoe, albeit in varying degrees, Insofiptions
divuige information on three sects of Staivism: the Pas’upala
sect, reputedly augmented by S'rikantha; the Siddha seet, and
the Staiva Siddhanta sect The ascelics belonging. to these
secls received patronage from the Kalacuri Kings, Parlicularly
the Staiva dofryas of the Mattamayura clan who served the
‘Kalaomis through'agperiod encompassing more than a couple
of centuries. | ‘ o o

A substantial !{number of grants were made in favour of
the AcTryas, which in effect served as the chief source of

resource mobilization for the management of the Mathas,"which
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played @ significant socio-economic role in the Kalacuri King-
dom. The large number of benefices for the maintenance of
the Mathas naturaely entailed & practical problem for the
Zo?‘xryas who v&ere to act more or less as the oustodian of
the Mathas, viz, the; problem of management. The surmounting
‘ :

of such a problem called for the introduction of a tenant-
holding group, although no concrete information is available,
and it is only @ matter of conjecture,

Vis'nuy, oo, was a deity who commanded considerable
support frém both the royalty as well as the laity. The most
popular form of worship was manifested in the day‘avafdras or
the ten cosmic forms.

ioth  Euddhism and Jainism were struggling for their
existance, and were, for all practical purposes, on their way
out, although the final blow would not come until the estab-
lishment of Muslim rulé in India. Eoth of them had developed
theistic tendencies, and sculptures depict the introduction of
female counter-parts to the male representatives. Moreover,
there was a tendehfoy to merge with the forces of Hindugism.
Thus Buddha was {ncluded as an avalra o Visnu, and the
Fewa insocription of Vijayasimha - which describes the pedigree

of the sidandrgtha ydgin Malayasimha-strangely opens with an
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obeisance to Manjughosa the Euddhist God of learning.

All of the major religious followings existed side by side,
and we. do nol come across any hint of animosilty between
and among these religious creeds. On the contrary, there is
plenty to suggest the existance of a feeling of mutual accepta-
bility,. As early as ihe %h oenhny,.ah inscription mentions all
the three major deities, viz,, diva, visnu  and Erahm3, in
succeeding lines. Again, Katna - who describes himsell as
paramamahasyara, begins one of his insoriptions with an
obeisance to the Buddha, One of his generals named Vapulla,
together with his ;wite,ﬁ built shrines dedicated 1o Lakshmi
Nardyana and MahBsvara-Um3, We also come across refer-
ences where the éame individual is described as a devoul
worshipper of both Mahedvara and Visniu. Even the socuiptural
depictions, on. occasions, exhibil the proximity belween the

various deities,
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APPENDIX-"A" :

CASTE AFFILIATION OF MINISTERS

CASTEIDENTITY

REFERENCE | TERM INDIOATI‘NG{ MINITERSHIP NAME

o Vol, iv |

No. 42 Maniri practhans [ Bhakamisra Brahmana.
ci Vol v !

No. 42 Martrin Somesvara Brahmana
‘:f/ FO/. h" 1 sy
No. 40 Sarvacthiksriv Purysoftama Brahmana
Qi Vol v

No. §0. w14 Sodhadeva Brahmana
i Yol iv

No. 100 Fracthansmalys zangadhara Brahmana.
ol Yol v

No. 67 Manitrin Jata Ksalriya
Ci Vol iy

No. &7 Manirin Yasahpala Ksatriya.
ol Yol i

No. &7 IR amair Candrasimha Keatriya

!

o Yol i

Nos. 84 85, ‘
47 85 "1 Hsciva Raghava Vaisya

i Yol iv

No. 51 Sacivg 1 {Prabhalkara.. | Kayastha
Gl Yol v

No. 51 Saciva i - Somesvara Kayastha
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APPENDIX - "B":

MIGRATION OF BRAHMANAS

. and va b veya

Madkya Mandala

FEF. DATE NO. OF FLACE OF ORIGIN MIGRATED TO AREA FEASCN
IMMIGE.(5) oF
NAME{GOTRA MIGRATION
Ch. Vol iy BhagiS Vam .| yiaa Aniruddhapura, | Village Ealisa in the
No. 28 7th Century °f the capital of Traikutaka | Treyanna Ahara
' . A Kings, identified with
@“;}Z—’;w‘: | Treyanna near Baroda
Ol Vod ] Hith v Svav :P a | Vesala or Vaisali, he Srusi, in the Visaya of
Ne 48 Certury of onetirne Licchhavi Kasi, ldentifiable with Sursi,
capital, identified with near chunar in Mirzapur.
Kavdi ke qcteon | Basarhin Vaisali The villagé lies on perphery
district of N. Eihar of Blanaras
C Ol Vel Jo) Vit Kul&ne3 is mentioned
New 51 Century Sandhila gotra as the heme of the
Sandilya gtitra E:rihmar)as
CH, Ved iv| Begining of | 14 Brahmana From eleven places : Land siuated in the
No. 74 1ith Century | farnilies. subdivision of Tikaria
in the dist. of Gunakala.
Lo, Vo jv | Begining of | M .3 S§na | Bonabhadra (mod. Cincatala (maod.
Na. 83 12th Century ol Sravanabhadra) Cicadi) in
‘* - near the city of Eilaspur dist.
vatsa 9o | Kanauj (UF)
Ll Vel jv| Begining of | Fadranabha Sravanabhadra, near Fatanpur, Kalacuri tath
Ne. 83 | 126 Century Kanauj. Capital. Invitatien
i
LG Vel v Pera Ayidhy3 o
Nee 88
i
S .
o Vind Yevasarman Avalan 14 L
R PL Tikaei tavs dation

¥
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