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PRFFACE

This study attempts to underctsrd tre soclo-
economdc ard political structures vwhicn forced the
birth o f communict moverment and later the Naxalite
¥ovement in Andhra “radesh. The major questione has been
attemnhted to answer are : How did thre trivals ani
p0Or people - react to lose of theirﬁlanas, toc 1indcbtedness
and oppression? What was the role of landlords and
Governmeﬁt 1n aggravating thhe Naxalite lovement? How
far the Naxalltes were successful 1in organicing the
discontented tribals, and peasants for the growth znd
perpetuation of the moverent? What are the achievements

and negativé impacts of the movement 1in Andhra Pradech?

The study baslcajly aims at understanding
the nexus between politics and vinlence, in the specific
context of the Naxalite Movement in Andira °radesh -
particularly, Adilabad; ¥arimnagar and East Godaveri
- Districts.

The filrest chapter, reveals the socisr-econaric
conditions of Hyderabad state under the Nizam rule
which pavgd the way to Telangana peacants Armed struggle.
The csocio-economic exploitation_of peacant e ard trinals

by the Jagirdhars and Nizam Rule, Birthof Communist



-(41)-

movement in Mndnra Pradesh, Nexalbari revolt (Maoists)
in Darjeeling District o f West Rengal and Girijan
movement in Srikakulam (AP) which gave impetus to the

Yaxelite loverent in Andhrez Pradesh have been dlscussed.

The Second chapter provides a profile on
soclo~-economic condltione »f trivals and noor neacants
before and after Independence have heen discussed. The
case study Includes Girijans socio-economic 1ife from
the turn of this century (20th century) sc 2 conseqguence
ofithe forecst and revenue palicies of the Britieh ard
Indian Government, thne process of land alienatisn of tribvals
in Ad1labad and East Godavarl district, the socio-
econoric conditions of poor peasants and landless

labourers of Karimnagar districte.

The third chapter expertices the growth of the
Naxalite Movement i n three districts vize Adilabvad,
Karimnagar, East Godavari district.

In Fourth chapters, Government reactiosn to the
movement, lendlords reaction, police-Naxal confronta-
tion, changlng strategy of Naxalite Grouns ir post-

: %

Emergency pefiod have been discussede.

In conclusion the positive and negative imnacts,

’ ) axNe
perpetuance of the Naxallte movereunt , anpraised.
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CHAPIER - I

PERSPECTIVES OF NAXALITE MOVEMENT IN_ANDIRA PRADESE

PART - I

1) Armed struggle in Telangana (1947-%51)
11) split 1n the Communist Party of India.:
111) Naxalbari Movement (10967-72). _

BART - II

1) Gifijan Movement in srikakulam (1267-70)
11) sSpreadof the Naxalite Movement to other
" d4stricts of Andara Pradeshe.



The histo;y of Naxallite movement, can be
traced hack t2 thedays of pre-Independence erae.
The peculiar socio-economic and historic conditions
of Andihra Pradesh,txad contriouted to the grawth arnd
spread of communist and naxalite moveient in Northern

parts of the sta":nsa.1

The Naxalites were successful Iin Trihal and
poor peasants concentrated areas, wid were exploited
by landlords. Wnenever tne tridale had opoortunity
used to 2rganise revolts againct exnloiters. There
vere many trival revolts during pre-Indenendence
era, even mighty British Imperialists Administration
was ?efturbed by them. T™r Inctance, Santhal Tribal
uprising 4nd Mundas Trisal uprising in Binar (1856).°
In post-Independence era, the tribal revolts Red by

Naxalite leaders, ¥iwily : Naxzalbari Revolt and

Girijan Movement in Srikakulam.

The f act that the revolts occurred in different
Places of India 1ndicaté trhat the causes of the.revolts

are more or less similar. }ajor causes can be attribvuted

1. Snankar (M.3.) = *'Terror' - Article in ‘Sunday
’ Deccan Chronicle' October 1, 1282 (Dally)

2. T.R.R-ghavalah *'Background of Tribal Struggles
in Tndia" (in) A-R.Desal ed. 'Peasant Struggles
in Indiav, Oxford University ®ress, New Delhl,



to safeguard their trivel honour,
to protect their cherished freedom and to get redress
against the ioneylendere, the Zamindars and Parasitic
landholders, wao tried to deprive them of all the tribals

possesrive-3

Ir Andhra Pradesh alco, the tribal revolts
occurred in pre-Indeperdence era. The First revolt was
launcined in 1802-2 by the Koya tribe, under the leadership
of Rambhoopatni. iow, popularly»knowq ac the Rampa = Fithuri
Rebellion named after Rampa near Chodavaram of Eact
Godavari;4 Ir 1842 Captaln Blunt's troops were attacked
by Bastar Gond trivals and as a result Blunt had to
withdraw. In 1862 the Koya tribals revolted against
Muttadarss and thelr supporters (the British) in Zndhra
Agency area. In 1872 the voyas revolted agalncst the
Muttadars ac well ac the Britishe 1In 1830, the Koya
tribes agein revolted agalust the Mattadars and the British
under ‘the Tammandora's leadership in Malkangiri

3. Tbide pet12e

4e K.Raghavaiah *TRIBAL REVOLTS" published by
Andhra Rashtra Adimajathl Sevak Sangh : Nellore
(£+Pe) 1971, pe21.

Se wuttadars = Petty Zamindars.



of Andhra, now in Orissa. Another great revolt was

by Koya trivals in Andhra Agency6 area (1922-24) under
the leadership of rcalnt, warrior, patriot Alluri
Sreerama Raju, paralysed the British Administration
almost for 'two! years-' In 1241 Gonds and Kolams tribes
revolted, against British Goverument in Adilabad
distriet, led by thelr own tribal leader "KONMARAN BHIMU'.
Even after the Independente of India tribals revolt
occurred. But, the Ideologue (communism) was added to

the post-Independence strugglese

The Andnra state has a long history of communist
activiﬁy - it dates back to 1921, with the formation
of communist party of Iﬁdia. The Armed struggle in post-
Independence era 1247-51 provides the institutional
framework for the laber day Naxalite Movement in
Andnra Pradesh.7 |

Tt 1s the specific Nature of the state of Andara

Pradesh and pecullar Socio-economic conditions that

6. Agency - The respousibility for providing
~ 3ustice and for the collection of revenue in
trival tracts was entrusted to the collector,
who functioned as an 'Agent' of the Governore.
Consequently, these tribal tracts came to be
known as 'Agency areas'e

7e Shankar (11.S.) op.cit.



provided the commuicts to orzanise the trivale and
poor peacants, against the landlords and Nizam Govern-

ment of Hyderabad st e.

The Hyderabad sta& e in Andnra Pradesh consisted

of 'three' linguistic aresas.

(1) The Nine Telugu = epeszk ing dist;r'lct:s8 with the
ilyderabad city, the capital of state, constituting
Telangana arease.

(11) Five-Marathl speakins districts in the north west
of the state, constituting the Marathwada region,
and |

(111) Three Kannada - speaking districts in South-

western parte.

In Hyderabad stabe, 50% was Telangana areas 28%

Karathwada region and remaining 224 was Ka.m]ada.x'egione9

The specific Nature of the Hyderabad state was that
the ruler, Nizam was a muslim, vassal of British Tmperialist.
Again, one of the most important fact was that the ¥uslims

8e  Nine districts;-Adi&abad, Hyderabad, Karimnagar,
Khammam, lahaboobnagar, Medak, Nalgonda, Nizamabad
and warangale

o]
.

P.Sundaraiah - "Hyderabad std& e - its Socio-
political Background” (4in) A.Re. Desail ed.
vPeasant struggles in India® Oxford University
Prese, New Delhi 1979, p.&37.



constituted 127 of the total population of Hyderabad
state, whereag Hindus constituted 80%. Though Muslims were
in a minority; the administrationo f the Nizam rule
consisted of 907 Muslims and the official language of

the Nizamw Ruler was Urdu. In contrast, most of the people
of the Hyderabad state spoke different languages,
depending upon the locatlon of the districts.

T1e cause 3f the ctruggle in Telangana was feadsl
and Lohaman explrdgacion »5 neazants, hy the Nizam =
and landlordse. Théf?élationship between the landlords
and Nizarm (Ruler) and people of Hyderabad state as
follows : The whole Hyderabad etate Cousists
53,000,000 acres. In thils, 20,000,000 acres (i.e.
about 607 of land) was urder the Governmental land Revenue
system called 'diwani (or) Khalsa'. 15,000,000 acres
(L.c. about 209 was under the Jagirdnari system and
the rest.(about 107 of the land) was the Nizam's own
estate called 'sarf khas' systeme '°

In 'diwani or khalsa! system, land owners,were

-not called owners but treated as Pattadars (registered

~ Occupants)e The actual occupants within each patta were
called-'shikimdars' who had full rights of occupancy over
land but were not registered. But, when the pressure on land
mounted the shikimdars in turn leaced out lands to the
subtenants (called Asamikhikims) for cultivation. These

10.  Tbid.,p.538-



sub-tenants were at the mercy of Shikimdars, neither
they have any legal r 1ghts on land nor any protection

against eviction. R

The second system was called *'Jagirdari' system. A
The 'Jagirdari system of land administration was the most
Important feature of the political orgamization of
Hyderabad ctat es The 'Jagir'! areas constituted 20 percent
(about 15,000,000 aecpes) of the total sta e. The Nizam
crezted hic own type of Administration and also crest ed

lc own noblemer ard bectowed en them a distinguished .

rank and order and granﬁed 8 large amount of land to these
Jagirdhars. Inr eturn the Jagirdhars maintzined an army
which helped the Nizam at the time of the need. The -

J agirdhva.rs vwere called with d ifferent names viz. paigas,
Samsthanam, Jagirdhars, Ijardars, banjardars, makted'ars,

in amdars or agraharams in.different places of Telangana
areas The Jagirdhars exploited the poor people in cifferent
wayse The Jagirdhars had their owa revenue officers to
collect the taxes. The Jagirdhars also imposed more taxes

ob the peacants and submitted small amount to the state
of Hyderabad or pald nothing.

-

11, De¥.Dhangare "Soclal origins of the peasant
: Insurrection in Telanagana 1246-51* (1in) A.R.Decal
ed. "The Peasant struggles in India", Oxford
University Press - Relhl - 12792, p.488.



The *third' system was 'sharf khas! system.
About 10 percent of tine land around Hyderabzd cta e
was Nizaw's own ests ee Thece are called 'crown lands'e.
The income from these crown lands was 20 million rupees
annually; This entire amount was used for the Nizam's
househgld and other luxurlous expences and also partly

used to meet the cost of his army.12

Tn addition to these
the Nizam nawab usced to be given Rse 7,000,000 per annum

from the stdate treasury.13

The areas in and around the Hyderahbad city were
the most exploited areas compared to other districts
of Telangana areae. Some of the big lardlords called
Jzgirdhars or deshmukhs owned thoucand of acres of land.
This concentration of land ownership was more in Nzlgonda,
Mahabubnagar and Waranzal districts, where the struggle

was 1ntensif1ed.14

some of the notorious landowners, (actually lardgrabbers)
Deshmukhs or Jagirdhars who owned tens of thousand of acres

of land during the 1940's are listed below'?

12. Ibid., p.488. ‘
13. P.cundaraiah. op.cit. p.&2%.
14. P.Sundarayya. "Telangana people's Armed Struggle

1246~-51" Publiched by National Book Centre,
New Delhi 1985’ p0140

715- Ibido, p.15.



Name o £ the landlord Lend_(in_acres)
Suryepet Deshmukh 20,000 acres

_ (Nalgonda dicstrict)
Vishour Deshmukh 40,000 acres

landlord over 40 villages,
Nalgonda districte.

Babasahebpet Deshmukh " 1,00,000 acres
Miryalagudem taluka

Kalluru Deshmakh 1,00,C00 acres.
liadhira taluka, Khammam
district.

Jenareddy, Pratapreddy 1,50,000 acres, suryeapet

taluk, Nalgonda dictrict.

In Nalgonda, Fahzboobnagar and Warangal of Telangana
area, about 60 to 70 percent cultivable land are known
to belong to Desmukhse Noreover, in otherparts of Telargana
area, a few landlords have presumably known to possess
mwore than 500 acres. | |
- To sgy about Telangana people's armed struggle,
in the hands 3 ]anclondg ‘
the concentra‘bion of the :land'\which was the prime factor
of frustration among the rural peasants and tribals, who
vwere exploited in different ways by the, -Aso: called
J agirdhars, palgas and Samasthanams. These feudal lords,
who having an aﬁtmrity of re%renue collections impoced
different type of taxes on people. They extracted legal

and il1legal taxes fromthe peasants. These were 82 varities

of 1llegal exactions by these landlordse

16-0. Tbid., pP.15.



The feudal landlords presumsbly acquired the
enrormous acres of land through different 111egal methodse.
Landlords having powers 1n their‘jhandvs were apparently
able to register the land i'n' their names, sometimes even
wifhout the knowledge of peasantse. At; the time of economic
crisis during 1920-22 and 1930-33, the peacants were
unzble to pay their taxec because of the bad harvests or
unfair prices for the cropse The Deshmkhs and Bechpandes
uced to torture the peassants wherever they were unsble
to pay their taxes and consequently confiscated the lands.
Thereby tne actual t enant of land were reduced to the

landless labourerse.

To quote P.Sundaralah :

*Deshmkhes and deshpandes as collectors of taxes,
grabbed thousands of acres of the best fertile cultilvated
land ard mde of their.om property. The peasants culti-
vating thece lands were reduced to the tenants - at =
will. Thece landlords used to lend agricultural products
like grain, chillies etc., to the peacants at fantacstic
usuerious rates and later under the non-repayment of

" these loans used to confis‘cate the 1ands."17

The Yandlords were called as 'DORA' meaning 'Sirt,
master or the lord of the village. A 'DORA' ic sometimes
a Gombination of landlord, moneylender and village official
to the locsal poor people. The confiscationo f land and

17. . Fe.Sundaralah, op.cit., P+540.
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supression of the peacantry as well as another system

18

celled *“Vettl sycstem® (Forced Lzbour) reduced the

peacants to the slavery levele.

3EE,SYQtﬁL_ﬁ1st££LQn_fnrced_labear“~ were commont”

to the tribasl people ac well as harijanes. They were to
go and serve the landlords. Tn contrast, during the
“izam's “ule all kinds of people (all caste people)
were affected by the Vettl syster.

'Vetti system or Forced Labour' existed all over
Telangans area. In a village or hamlet, (in local term
PALLL) each harijan family had to send at least one

person to the landlords house to do different typec of
work including household work to assist, to carry the
reports to the police stations and taluk office. In
addition the Peasants were forced to work - whenever

the village officiale visits village. After, extracting

work, these poor people were not pald or fed.

P.Sundartah decscribes how horrible the *Vetti

sy stem' which reduces the human beings to the slavery :

*In village, Chilukur daily 16 harijans used to
do vetti. They used t0 collect wood for fuel from the

18 Vettl System = Forced Labour in Telangana
areas. “A Jagbounen was forad to yenden servie 1o Jand lond in

NOTE _Harijdns._ Lower caste Foople . fienn  gon nom:aj’"



forests and carry poct also. For carrying post or supplies
they were supsoced to get an anna for two and helf

miles, which was Of course rot even honoured ir practice.
"urther, the harijane who carried on the work of cebhlers,
‘taﬁning of leather and stitching shoes or preparing
leatner accessories for agricultural operat ions, for'
drawlonz water from wells, or yoke belts for plough

cattle or drought bullocks were forced to supply these

to the landlords free of cost while the rest of the
peasantry used to pay them fixed annunities in grein aidd

otner agriculture productSo"19

It was the brutal suppression by the landlords
that made the poor people to call themselves ‘'slaves!
acd the rich the 'lords'. Whenever, they addresses the
lardlords they always punctuate with t he words, "I

pray_tb your feet®, "I will drink ydur urine etCo"zo

The 1ife of poor people in Telargana areas can

be summoned with the Engels quotation :

*The lord reigned as he pleased over the peasant’s

19.  [vid., pp.541-542.

-20. K.Seshadri : “A look into the peasant struggle
in India” (1n)K.N.Panikkar ed. "National and

Left movemett in InAia" - Vikas publishing House,
ew belhi-1980, p.157.



oun person, over nls wife and daughter, just as he
reigned over his property. He had the right of first
night. 1e threw the peasant into the tower whenever

he saw flte...w2)

Dyring thic miserable situations, communists in[@
Ardhra Pradesh Organised the peasants and tribals

againrt the Hizam and landlordse.

The comiunists ctarted working jio Telangana area
even before the Independence of India. The communist
party of India was forwed in 1920 The 3ritigh imperi-
alists banned the party in 1234 because of 1ts anti-
imperialistic activities. 3ut, the ban was 1ifted 1in
1242, because of anti-féscist war situation. The communist
party of Andara Pradesh was formed in 1224. lowvever thef
started organizing the peasants only after 1ifting the
ban on the party in 1949,

The Telangana afmed struggle was.organized by
the "Andhra Maha Sabha" (A“S) which was founded in 1920s.
SeUSe
come of the Radicals in the Andhra Mahasabha who were
also the members of the communics{ party of India, started
working amng the poor peorle of Telangana area to fight

against landlordlsm and vetti system.

210 Ibido’ p.15'70



Until 1942, Andnra Mahasabha waé under the joint
leadership of both Congress and Communist leaders. But
from 1944 onwards, the #ndhra Mahasabha came under the
communist party of India, when Ravi Narayan Reddy, a
young man, member of the communist party became a president
of Andhra Mahasabha. The branches of Andhra Maha-sabha
started establishing ali over Telengana area. Althougn,
the congress was also fighting for the macs support
of people at that time 1t failed to win the support
of the poor people in Telanzana ar-a, becauce unlike )

communists the Congress leaders did not take keen interesh

"4n the day today probvlems of the porr peacantse.

The beginning of_the strugzle was against the
landiord called Katari Ramachandra Raoe. The Lambada
tribals wio were filling his soil, occupied the land.
Landlord Ramachandra Rdao had employed the goondas and
sought the help of reserve police to take‘forceful
possession of the land from the tribals. But the Lambada
trivals resistede It turned sut to be an unequal fight.
That is the tribals were armed with the slings and '
sticks but the reserve police and goondas were armed with

the rifles. This wac the initial phace ' of the ctruggzlee.

The historic day of Telangana Armed struggle was
July 4th 1246 whent he poor people resisted the powerful
landlord of ¥ishnur Deshmukh. . Vishour Deshmukh was
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a notorious landlord. Arutla Ramachandra Reddy, who parti-
cipated 1n the armed struggsle describes tue Vishnur

Deshmaknh

“Rimachandra Reddy, the Deshmukh of.Vishnur village
was notoriouse His word was law over csixty villages
under hime. He meintained a regular gang of toughcs
who could act at his bidding. Daylight murder, robbery,
arson and loot were normal. Operation from his large
mansion a verfitable fortress he had absolute authority
over all villages in hic realm. And sucﬁhauthority

was unquestioned and unchallangeable."22

Vishnur Deshmukh apoarently had a plan té Rill
the leaders of the peaséntry; He employed the goondas
to provacate the pearant leaderse Goondas started pelting
ctones at the housgses of the leaders. Againcst this provo-
catiorn, the poor people assembled at local Andhra Mah=zcabha
office and started a procession with red flags. When
the procession reached the landlord's house gate oo its
way, the rifle firing was ctarted from the Deshmukh's Mouse
~in ~ which two people were wounded. The leader of

. the Union, "Doddl -Komarayya® -~ who was leading the

2%2. Artla Ramachandra Reddy : "Telangana Struggle
memories” translated from Telugu by«B-Narsinga
Rao : Peoplets Publishing House, New Delhi-1084,
Pe 220 .
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the procession was siot dead. News spread to the
nelghbouring villages, the poor people came to exprescs
solidarity. Tne goondas of the landlord were ciaased

away by the people. But, the armed conctabulary pacified
the people and promised theﬁpunishing of the goondas’
Dﬁ%gl;§§@§£ﬁ¥¥§ became the firct martyr of the strug:le,
Doddil Komarayya's body was taken in a mamuoth procession
and cremeated with revolutisnary honours.23 With thie
incldent, Strugsle sbPread to the other areac. Comunicste
ctarted organlsing the "peasant Sangchams' (peasant cowsh-
ttec). lore and more people were recruited ;nto the
'8snghams'e The Tanghams becam e more active. The
'canghame' gave a call to Sangham members ﬁo occupy the
landg of landlords,'who were occurcied the land through
illegél methodse The following declarations were given

by the Sanghams.24

(9_/ land to the tiller
(11) TNo more forced lzbour.

(111) - No more dog like slavery.

23, K.Seshadri = A look into the peasant struggle in
India" (in) K.N.Pannikkar ed., "National and Lef§ movg
mopt ir Ipdia" - Vikas Publishing House,New Delhi=108
po13;'7.

24. Toide,pe157.



(1v)  Peonle's recictance againct fendal atrocities.

(v)_ Pecople's courts to dispence Jjucstice.

(vi)  Punishment ¢to0 traltors, paid goondas and
gangsters.

(v11) down with Deshmukn -.Jagirdhar = Nizam atrocitiese.

The comsuniste L. ired the 'Sangham' people with
thelr radiczal sloganse' fight tne exploitation® for the
bright future". The slogans of the comunists to ilmspire

the people 2f that day were : -

*Take up armg comrades, women and men together
arr in arm, the fight will sprecad till the whole country
1s get rid of these pects and paracites; fight like

heroeg, die 1like heroeg, if we live, tommorrow ic ours.*

The lava of roar of liberation
Erupts at lact to storm the sgkies,
wipe out the past of want and sorrow;
The house of slavery shall fall,

And we will build a great

tommorrow;

We who are nothinz shall be all.25

25. -"bid.’ po157.
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Suryapret, luzaranagar, and Janagaon talukas
hecame a centre of struggle iIn Nalgonda district. Sooun,
1t spread t¢ other neighbouring districtsof Mehabosbnagar
and Warangale. The struggle also spread td meorman and
Karimnagar districtse. Wnen the struggle ani ¢anghar
activitiee were ilntencified, the revenue officials
did not dare to levy tre taxes on people. The Govern-
ment officlals, who ccllected the revenue were not
allowed Into the villages. The deshmukhg and village
officlals wno lived on forced labour either ran away or

d1d not dare to raise the wice against the peasants.

But, the Nizam Govefnment also reacted against
tre struggle. Military cawps ﬁere.set un everywhere
in Telangana. Ralds and mags arrests becamre a comron in
Eyderabad and aiound the city. Not only paramilitary
but also Razakarsgé_ sterted attacking the people.
At that time India was declared Independence (August
15th, 1247 ) by the British. fhe Nizam of Hyderabad (Prim ely
state) who was under the 1nfluence of Razakars, refused
to join in Incilan territory, even s tarted negotiations

with the Pakistano27 Meanwnile,the Razakars violcnce

26. Razakars = The Razskar army (luslims) was forued
under the leadership of Karim Rizvi, the leader
of the Majlis - Ittehaddul Muglimeen and called

upon Muslims to protect Hyderabad from Hinduse.
27 K.Seshadri, ope.cite. p.16Ce.



—1 8—

mounted on Hindu people the situétion became vulnerable.
Even though, the negotiatlions were continuing with the
Nizam Govertmert by Independent Indian Government,

the cituatlon became too tence. Sardnar Vallabhal
Pztel, Home linicter, took police action, on 12th

September 1248. The people of Hyderabzd city welco:red

the police action. There was a relief and ec-shtagy amng
the Hindu people. .The comminists In the liberated

areas were disappointed with the police action. But

the Hindu people in Hyderabad and around the city suprorted
the Indian Government. The Razakars violence was put

down, simltameously the Nizam Government was brought

down by the Indian army :

Now fhe communists were in a dilemma as to
whether the struggle should continue or ne withdrawne.
The differences existed among the communist leaders.
feeds of the split in the comminist movement were sown.
When the diffgrencgs, became more and more, One section |
represented by P.Sucdarayya and T.Negi Reddy ‘adopted a

militant 1ine to contioue the armed struggle telling

that, hopes of the people shouldun't-be betrayed. Another

section represented by C.Rajeswara Rao and Ravl Narasyana

9B
Reddy, had taken Ron-vioclent approach, and infavour

98. C.Rajappa "Naxalite problem now in Congress(I)'c lap®
'The Supnday Statecman' Feb.4,1290.




of withdrawl of the ctruggle saying that, Indian ermy

was superior to the traditionally equipped people.

In 1248, Calcutta cbnfbrence, P.CeJoshi who
advocated withdrawzl from the s truggle were removed.
BeT.Ranadive became the party's Secretary and gave a
call for continuing the Armed struggle. But the
Communists were unable to face the superior India army.
The police action was mounted on the communists. Even
though they are fighting the *'Guerilla Warfare', they
were'not able to cope up with the army. Arrests became a
commiony, People were tortured for information of under-

e
2 became common. Many

ground communistse 'Encounters!
of the leaders were arrested and put into jails. Finally,
October 1951, the Communist party abandoned the struggle

because of serious pressure within the partye.

The Telanganér armed struggle was significant in
the Indian history of peacant struggle. The struggle
started against the . feudal and inhuman exploitation but
later it became comﬁunal because of Razakars violence
on Hindus. But it was a heroic fight of the peasants and
_ tribals against the nizam and landlords. '

29. Encounters = Shot while trying to escapee.
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The serious differehces cown amorig the leaders

.at the tine of struggle cantinued?“icsulted it Iceo~
lozical differcncece Adding to this, the In:erpational
factors like Indo-China war and China-coviet Ideological
‘dispute and perconnel differencés among the leaders
finally brought tine eplit in the comunist party of

Indiza in 19264, forring another comrunict party of Indis
(Marxist). The extremists who formed the CPI(l)) wanted

to follow the chinese lezder Mao-Tse-Tung thoughtf crl
chose the non=-violent approache CPI(LK) followed

the militant waye. But, after tr.ree years asgain, differences
started within the CPI(}). One group headed by Jyoti

Basu wanted to partici-ate in the elictions, to strengthen
their mass base. Another group, represented by charu
“azumdar Secretary of the Darjeeling district Com ittee
criticised the participation and betraying the armed
struggle.ao The charu Mazumdar group, who followed

a chinese path (apist line) fornéd tthe A1l Indiz Coordi-
nation Committee of Communist Revolutionaries (AICCR)

in 19%7. He finally formed an another cormunict party,
named it as "Communist party of India-( Marxist-Deninist)v -
"CPI(M=L), on 22nd fpril 1262 on the hundredth birthday of Lenin.

20. Manoranjan Mohanthy, "Revolutlonary Violence" =
A study of the Maoist Movement in Indla : Sterling
Publishers (Pvt) Limited : New Delhi~-1977, DP«72..
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The party mermbers of CPI(l-1), who wepe alco
c=lled waoists and extremiste launched a moverent in
the Haxalbari areca, erjeeling dictrict of Wect Ren:al,
in 1°67. From tha time onwards the followers of the
Mao-tse-tung (Chineée leadér) in India were cslled as
Naxalitece

Naxalbarl, was an areca of 60 gdd villages in the
foothills of Himalayase Geographically, it is a part of
the T1liguri divicion of Darjeeling district, the
northernmost part of West Bengdl« The Darjeeling district
borders with the Nepal 1n the West, Sikkim and Bhutan
in the north and 3angladesh (formerly Eacst PaZictan) in
the South. Most of the area is forest area and famous
for tea plantation and mountaln resorts. Darjeeling has
the lowest dersity of population in the state of west
Bengal predominantly rurd with a low literacy rate.81

The majority of the population in thic area were triy

vize. Santhals, Oraos, Mundas and Rajbanshise.

The main cause of the Naxalbari revolt was the
land tenure system', landlord - cum-moneylender exploitation
of the tribals. National s ample survey of 1966=67 shows
that, 40% of the land owned by 5% of bilg farmers and landlords

d1. Tbide DPe32e DISS
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jordis who d1d not t112 their 1lzrd persornally.
The 1960-61k;hows that the cmall neasantc and labourers
posseccsed no land or less than 2.5 acres each which
constituted 57.59% of households and this land
represevcts only 7% of the total land of the area.32
'he reasons for the emergence of Haxalite
uprising was tribal unrest. The primitive method of
cultivation has left the tribal far more behind then
other peasants of West Berngale Day by day the gap
was becoming wider gnd wider causing frustration among
the trival people. vaernment tried to help the tribale
through the West Bengd Estabe acquisition_ ect of
1954.33 While the ngernment was implemerting 1it,
the communists branded the legislation acs pro-landlord
and szid that, it would not be:helpfulto the tribval
people. The conditionc:f'the trivals remained the

same as it exicted before 1954.

The tribals were aleo under the heavy burden of
debt, borrowed from the landlords - cum-moneylenders on

exorbitant rates of Interest, which became a beyond

22 Sumanta Banerjee "Ipndia's §1mmerinE Revolution®.
The Naxalite Uprislng : Zed Books d: ndon
1284 - PP 233

Throuzh this legislation the teca planting landse
were exempted fromthe celling of 25 acres.

[9V]
(g}
.



their capecity to repay, the tribals failed ricerably
to repay the money and hence the landlords started
occupying the lands of the tribalse Thie cauced the
land =1lienstion of the tribals, which was the prime

cauce of most tribal revoltse.

Adding to the problems, the Nationalisation
of the forests restricted their.Natural right ard
nominal privileges of tanelr right to collect forest
produce as well ac to cultivate land without obta ning
prior sanction of thg Governmente 'With this, the tribele
intimacy with the forect was cutdown by t he Goverument

legislation.

In this circumstances the faith of the tribale
on the Government was declining. At the same time, the
belief in the commsnicts was increacsing. Sohail Jawaid
says how the communists 1nf1uenced.the tribals.

vFrom 194° onwards the communists/wcfﬁiﬁéﬂin
these trival areas. They goaded the tribals to take
an active part ard ﬁlay an effective role in buildin-
up a gloriocus fhthre for themcelves by elimirating
economic disparity.'The extrenists emphasized the creation
of a mllitant force to curb the authority and reduce
the 111-gotten gains of the landlords : the frustration
among the tribal people drawn towards the lzolsts, to

achieve better prospects in 1ife was to welcome lMaolet



revolutinsn under the leadership of radical communists

24

who proriced progperity and justice."

The lMaolsts orgarised the tribals into "Krishak
Camitiis” ‘peasant commltteesY. More ard rore tribals
joined in the Krishak Samithis, with the frustration
ard with the assumptlon that the 1ine adopted by
thie radicals was the only cure to tieir economic
maladiese The leaders of tne movenent charu Mazumdar,
Kanusanyal and Jamgal Santhal gave a call to laucching
attackes on landlords to seize tie ctocks of foodzraiuos
as well as for land acquisition. The land seizure
drive rapidly spread from one district to anot her. It
gradually became a militant ang violent.

T'he leaders fbllowed the strategy of ‘'annihilation
pblicy i.e., k111ing of landlords. The rovement spread
to 'three! districts_of ©11isuri divicsion. But later,
in 1262, the leader of the movement charu Mazumdar
gave a call for 'se:zure of the state power',85 elimi~-

nating the main wass demand of land seizure. This

24. Sohail Jawaid - "The Naxalite Movenent in Indiav
Assoclated rublishing House : New Delhi:1279,pp.32333.

8. JeCeJohari - *Naxalite Politics in -ndiav
Research “ublications, Delhi=1972, p.6be.



alienzted the mass from the struggle, becauce ceizure

of the state power was rot the maes demand. ctate
Goverument has also responded againct the Waxslbari
movemente The United Front Goveroment of the sState
ccllapsed in 196%. The Certrél Govertment of India
oromulgated the presidential Rule on March 1°th

1862. The mascive police action was launched on

~‘axalites. Mass arrests and torture of the common people

to findout laxalite hideouts became commone The Naxalites

were arrecsted and put into the Jallse

The Naxalite.iuovement in West Benzal Completely
ended with the death of leader €haru lazumliar, on
28th July 1 272. Afterwards the iaxalite movement
faded away in West Bengadle.

Ihere appears tobe a 1lot of impact of the
Naxalbari revolt of West Bengal, on the Srikakulam
movement of Andhra ?raﬂesh. That is the increacing
militancy of the Srikakulam movement in the later half
of £967.%°

Ssrikakulam moverent was launched by the Andhra Communicts,

After the Telangana armed struggle, the

who followed the thought of tne chinese leader

Mao~tse-tunge But, it was only the clarion call of

6. hanoranjan Kehanthy, opeCite, p.142.
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Charu lazumdar for armed revolution and 'Srping

7

<
Thunder®’ of 1267 gave a impetug to the axalite

a8
activities in Andhra “radesn.’

PART - IT

The peculiar socio-economic condlt:ons of
the tribals in crikakulam district gave an opportunity
to the communists (kaoists) to launch another wovement

in Andhra Pradeshe

Srikakulam is oune of the Coastal dictrict of
Andhra‘Pradesh, it became a seperate district from
the Vizagapatnam district in the year 1950 Srikakulam
is brunded by Koraput and Ganjam districts of Orissa
on the north and west, Bay of Bengzal on the eacst
and by Visakhapatnam district on the fouth. The
district divided into 'two' natural regilons. Namely
(1) The hil: regioh c;iled Agency39 area i.e.

North-westernréftzhe district.

7. vSpring Thunder" - The description o Naxalite
rovement by the Chinese ~resse.

38 MeSeShankar, o.e.cite.

ag. Agency - The responsibllity for providing
Justice and for the collection of revenue in
tribal traits was entrusted to the collector,
who functioned as an "Agent" of the Governer,
Consequently, the tribal tralts came to be

known as 'Agency areas's.
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(i1)  Ihe plain portion which was mostly sandy

4
on account of its proximity to the cea. 0

In hill region, (Agency area) most of the
people ae tribalse There are 'two!' main tribes in this
area. They 2 re 515 Jatapus and (11) cawaras ('Sora’
as the tribeémen themcelves vronoince it.). Thecse 'two!
trives: constitute 687 of the*gg;ulation of the
Srikakulam district. The other main tribes in the
district are konds, Doras, Godabas, Khonds, lianne
Doras and Mukha Dorase. The S:svaras tribes are the

least developed and Jatapu tribes occupies, high position

interms of Economic progress.

Girijans42 have, strong unity and community
feelinge They are honest and lead simple 1life and
vatural existence. Tribals have thelr own way of living.
Ihe trivals have theilr own tribal leaders called 'Naidu’
or uripedda (Villagejhead). They have their own
Panchayate. The Panchayat deals with the social offences
like elepment with a married woman and land disputes

and other such matterse.

The famlly is the smallest soclal unit. The vast

40. Census 1964 - A.?<District Census d:nd book - Srikakular
District published by the Govt- Of AePe = 196°C.

41. Kondaveeti Chinnaya suri "Girijan Movement in Srikakular
study of Political violence 1964-75" Discertatlon to
J.N.U. 1980~ p.HA. ,

42, Hill People,
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majorlty of the tribal population live:‘hamlets. They are cons-

tantly subjected to attacks of the dis ease called
malaria fever.® There ic also a nigh rate of infat
mortalitye. The 1literacy rate among the glrljans was

very low (4%).

The economy of the tribals in Srikakulam was
based on agro-forest. They usually resorts to
vodu Cultivation or shifting cultivation”. The land will
be abondoned zfter 'two' or., three hdrests. The cshifting
or podu cultivation 1c not a form of agficwlture but it

is way of 1ife for the tribals.43

The problems started for the tribals from the
bezinning of the present century (20th century). There
is an external interference in tribd’s peaceful life.
The exterunal interference in the form (i) Government
regulations, (i1) commercialisation of the econonmy,
(414) and the migration of plaimmen into the tribal
areas. All these interferences drastically changed the

trivals socio-economic life.44

From the beginning of the 20th century, the people
fromt he plain areas started migroting to the forect

Areas. The plai~smen, (Non-tribal) entered as petty traders

43. Toid. p.27.

44 . Santha Sinha “"laoists in Andhra Pradesh" Thesis
to J.X.U. = 1977, pe1723e
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and merchabts, they got the new oppertunities in thece
arease The tribals never knew the true nature sf

the plair people. The plain people cstarted friendship

45

with the trinals through *Nestham Kattadam.® The

.plalnomen oUserved the wexkness of i11'iteracy, innccence,

ignorance of the tribals, started lending money to the
tribals with the exorbitant ra es of Inter-st. They
mabipulated the accounts that, the trinzls could never
repay that miney. Whenever the trinzls falled to revay
the debtg the plainmen aporopriated their land. They
also uced another ” to occupy the tribale land. That
is the non-tribals lured the tribal women with aftractive
gifts and made them their concebines and then regictered
£he land in the name of concubines and thus plainsmen
enjoyed the produce.46 Thet ribal people probably didn't
realise that land i1s a propetty. In fact, living in the
forest area they were not aware the existence of private
property. It 1is the migratiOL of New plalnsmen into the
trival areas that reduced : o the tribals to
slavayy. |
To quote chinnaya Suri words :-

*A New set of people, from the plains, started
migrating to this area. They c ame to teach civilization

to the uncultured ¢tribal peovles The tribales, once

Nectham Kattadamri - Tiahtenina the bonds of friendship
' through exha'ging to giftse.

SURT, ope.cit.,p«.51.



unchallenged King of tre forest wvere reduced to a pocition
of‘a forelgner. He was not allowed to do podu cultivation
nor allowed to collect minor forest produce in the
recerved forest. The tribals only customery rights on

the lands failed to ectablish their claims to any land.
They never krew that a piece of land could permanently
belong to a persone. The concebt of private property on

land was unknown to them."47

The land alienation and the heavy burden of debt
of the tribals mzde them to become the slaves of the
plaincmen. Ultimately trihals were treated as a bonded

labourerse
To quote further €hinnays Suril words :

*Land alienation was the biggest tragedy of the

8rikekulam tribess The tribals was not only deprived
of his lard, but also became a bonded 1laboure Indebtedness
had driven the trivals to starvaticn, landlessness

and migrastion. The exploitation of the tribsles by the
plainsmen resulted in 807 of the trival families ib
debt. To pay debts and taxes and to meet the expenditure
of socizl eremonies, they had to sell their forest and

48
f4eld produce even before it reached to them."

470 Ibido, poe.oo
48' Ibido, p.so.



Furthermore, the Nationalisation of forects
drprived the tribals their natural rignhts from collecting
the food and they were prevented from free culti&ation.
The beneflts of Government welfare progranmes were
unable to reaching the tribalse. Their normzl life
were disturbed and hence diccatisfaction =2nd frustration
aroce among the tribals. Unable to solve their orobleme,
tre t ribale were rezdy for any mcvemenrt ouvtside the

0
legel =yctem which promiced them bhetter 1life in future.4”

Tn these circumctances, the communicte sterted

- workirg among the trivsles Palle Ramlu, a school
teacner started orgenicsing the trivals on icrcues 1like
illegal collection of revenues md meagre wages for
forest tribel labourérs- Later he met 'Vempatapu
Sathyam' another school teacher at parvzthipuram, where
the tribal struggle was intencified. 1In the early
1050's the t rival peqple sugpected the Comrunicts
orgmisation. One incident made the tribal to believe
the communists orgmisation. Vempathapu Sathyam a
school t eacher, humiliated the pagadala Naidu, a land-
lord of Nilakantapuram, infront of the tribales ard this
incident had an immenge positive psychologicszl effect

on the tribale.2C Courage, self respect and dignity

40, Ivid.

5Ce leSeShankar, Opoci‘b .



became a principal iccues. HMcre and more people joined
the t rival orga ication (which was orga ised by the
comunists). They weee organised into 'Canghamc!, —
(committees). Soon 1t became a mass movement. The
fanghams started taking militant agitations on the
lssues of bonded laboure. Tribals cstopped doing VETTI
(Forced Labour) to the officials. The mamools (bribec)
were stopped to the petty revenue and police officers
and come of the lande were taken by the tribalec. Thic

reculted in the occupation of 4000 acres.51

Tn 1268 the Srikakulam tribal movement was intencsi-
fied. C°I (M.L) consciously built thece trival movement.
They followed the strategy of attacks on lavdlords i.e.
anninilatlon of landlords and appropriation of their
property. The mas$ movement raised to the highest level,
that is the Revenue officials, police Couctables,
petty government fqnctionaries vwere not able to enter
into the tribal villages without permiscsion of the
tribal Sanghams. The landlords (plainsmen' alco reacted
to this tribal movement. They started attacking on
Sangham activities. TFor instance : that the landlords
had stripped atsibal wemea noxed » Who Wént to the
lon demkhal cangham meeting in & dazed condition and

59
reported her torture.

51. Tbid.
52.  Suri, op.cit., pbe



At thics moment, the organicational cricis, within
CPI (M) and formation of "TCCR (All Tndia Coordination
Committee of Revolutionaries) and leader of the
Naxalbari revolt Charu lFazumdar gave a call for 'immedizte
seizure of state power through armed struggle.t TIndilan
Tovernment also reacted against the tribval movement
with severe police action and simultaneously announcing
welfare programmes to the tribalse The Maoists (CPI M.L.)
were not able to face superior equi:ped police. They
ctarted Guerilla warfare. The police contralled
the commnist activities in plain areas easily. 1In
contrast, in hill areas the police faced the strong
unity of thé trivals. 3ut later, with severe police
action t he movement wac put down even in the forest areas.
The Juerilla activities and their call for ceizure of
state power allenated the masses from the rovement.
The trivalc supported the movement as long as their
demands were taken up. Later, they also got alienated
from the movement because 'the immediate seizure of

state power! was not their demand.

The movement virtually came to an end when the
leaders of tne‘movement vempatapu Sathyam and Adibvhatla
Kailasam were shot dead by the police at bori nills

in parvathipuram taluk on July 19, 1970.



Ine Srikakulam mivement was put down by tne |
police by 1770. At the samctine Naxalite activities

(CPI }-L) spread to otnii;gifgfjfzigijfiffgyra
Pradesh. Along with the forest areas, Naxzlite
éctivities we e spr.ad to the plain areas. Iiow tae
Ad1lahad, Karimnagar, Warangal, Nizamabad, Knammamf
Eact Godavari districts we e thie moct affected,

Haxalite areas.

Although In 1°70's, uzie the 1777, the laxalftes
raintalned a lovw profile, in the mmst-Zmergency peri-3
the Naxalite activitlies spread and started becoming

active than never bheforee.

In Next Chanter the causes for the shread and
growth o f Naxalite Movement in the ™rest areazc of
Adilahad, East Godavari and plain area of Karimnagzar

dealt with.



CHAPTER = IT

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF THE TRIBALS
AND PEAGANTS OF ADTLABAD, KARINMNAGAR, AND
EAST GODAVARI.

SOCTAL-AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS BEFORE

INDEPENDENCE

PART = II

SOCI AL AND ECONOMIC:  CONDITIONS AFTER
INDEPENDENCE




Adil avad

"We glve you chicken, Eggs, and
sweetened Dal,

May t'ortune ravour us,

Crush our enemles under your reet,
Going 1n 1rount, com inz vehind,
May your blescsing shileld usj

liay we meet with no tigers,

l‘ay thev flee irom us,

seeing us, Nay They run a.way"1

The "Gonds", aboriginal tribes of Adilabad
worship their Great God "Persa Pen"2 for pro.ection
agalnst all the dangerse They also worship their
supreme God "Persa Pen" ftor thelr success and

wealth.

1. Quoted from the "The cult of the Clan Go ds
among the Haj Gonds o1 fdyderabad = Dby
Caristopnh von ruror - Haimondorf, - Man in
Indlia (quarterly)- vol. no.25, no.2, Septenber
1945. p.223. :

O 'Persa~Pen' - The Supreme Go4d, Clad dlety of Raj
Gond Tribvals ot Adibabad, who worshios the 'clan
diety' with 1ull of reilth and devotion.
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"Great King, Give me tfond,
May My crons prosper,

May Good tortune be kine,
May my Grain be plentiful,
May my house be prosperous,

2
Give me Good 1ortune."

'Adllabad? 1s the northern most district of Andara

Pradeshe. The dstrict derives 1its name from Adilabad

1ts headquarters town which was named at'ter Adilghah,
| the ruler of 81japur-4 Origirally, Adilabad was udt a
fulfledged cistrict but sub-district named Sirpur-Tandur
which was created 1in 1872 with Edlabad (Adilabad) Rajma
and Sirpur as 1ts constituent taluks. In 1995 the
status ot thls sub-district was raised to that of an

independent district with headquarters at Adilabad. -

Adila%had aistrict is bounded on the nortn by
yeotmal, on the east by Chanda District of Maharastra
on the South by narimnagarvand Nizamabad aistricts and on

thé west . by .Nanded aistrict of Maharastra state.5

3. Ibid!, p0410

4. Andhra Pradesh District Gazetteers: Adilabad =
Printed by the Government of Andhra Pradesn, at
the Government Central Press - Hyderabad - 1976.

5.  Tbid.



The district was divwded into 11 talukss navely,
(1) Adilabad, (1i) Asifabad, (previsusly known as
Janagaon), (i1ii) 3ozth (iv) Cninnur, (v) Khanapur,
(vl) Lakshekltipet, (vii) lNudnhol, (viii) Kirmal, (ix) sirour,
(x) Ytrur and (x1) Wankadi.6

The Adilabad district has a lonz nistory. This
district was ruled at different periode of time by various
dynacties namely, the lauryas, the Sathavananas Vakatakas,
Cnalukyas of Badawl, Rachtrakutas, Chalukyas of ¥Kalvari,
gadavas 3f Devagiri, Kakati-ac, Bahamanis, Twedchahls
of Ahmednagar, the Great lughals, 3honsle of Rajas af
¥agpur and Asifjar. 3ut, tne Great Rajas who ruled
this tstrict was Gond Rajas of Sirour and Chanda
from 14th Century to 1 8th centur:, still lives in the
district as a Aboriginal tribves.’

Rivers

The most impﬁrtant river tnat dralns 1v this distrilct
ig mighty river Godavari. Godavari, the largest rivér
in peniosular India, rises in the western Ghats at
Triambek near Nasik in Maharastra state enters in

Adilabad district pear '3asar! in Mudhol taluk. This

6. District Census Handbook - Adilabad - 1991.

7o Andhra Pradesh District Gazetteers = 41labagd-
1976. :



mighty river forus the Southern boundary, of se-erating
this district from Nizawabad and Karimnagar districts
and skirts of Southern borders of Chinunur, Lakshettipet,
Khananur, nirmal and Mudhol taluks.

Ansther river 'Pengenga' fornme part of the
northern boundary of District other rivers of less
imoortance are tr.e 'Wardna', tae °ranahita, the Kadam
(Kaddaw) and the Peddavagu which are tributories to the
Godavari. Bés’cdes these, there are also rivulets like
the Satnala, the Swarnavagu and Siddhavagu which drains

in this district.
FOREST

Forest forms the important among trne people of
Adilabad. The district is rich in forests. The Forest
area of tre district is 7,600 sq.km. i.e. nearly 42.4239
of the total land area. Except in ¥udhol taluk forest is
well distributed ali over the district.

The Adilabad district does not hold out much
attraction to immigrants owing to its limi téad .

irrigation sources :
‘The people inhabiting this district are :-

a) Chiefly the aboriginals who have been settled,
on the land since time lmmemorial and subsist

'principally on Agriculture.



b) The bards, muslcians and craftsmen associated
with the aboriginalse.
¢) The cettlers of Maratha and Telugu people and

d) The Banjara tribes.>

T111 the'beginning af the twentieth century. The
Adilabad district was rich in forests covering (607)
sixty percent of the land. The beginning of the twentieth
cerntury dracstic changes have taken place in the district.
The ™rest conservatilon polic} of the British (18%4,
Torest Concerv=tion Act), with the iunprovenent of
Comnunications, The immigraticn of Non-tribale brought
drastic changes in the Aboriginals life in the Adilabad
districte.

Aboriginal Tribals Life

The main tribes of the Adilabad district were :
(1) Rajgonds- 6r_Gonds
(11) Pardhan |
(114) Kolam
(iv) Naikpods
(v) Banjanaras
(vi) Lambadas
(vi1) Mathuras
(viii) Wanjaras

8e The District Gazetteers - Adilabad - 1976«
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The Gonds or Raj Gonds are -the wost numerous of
the "tribes 1n the “istrict. Gonds constitute the great
mags of the aboriginals occupying comparatively large
tracts as a compact population. Gonds, once belong to
the Ruling class, now reduced to the position of tfibes
who 1live io the forests and hillareas. Thev are the
only Indian tribe who set up a kingdom with fifty two
'garhg' and ruled the greszter nart of Central Indi:=
called 'Gouncwana', about 14th century to tze 18th century
A.D. But, when they were conquered by the Mughal and

Maratha povers they were retired deep into the forests.9

Godd society has both vertical and horizontal
stratification. But with the decline of the raja families,
the vertical stratification based on hereditory rank has
been r educed in relevance, the division of soclety into

1
exagamous patrilineal units has retained its importance. ©

The basis of social structure of Gouds 1s a system
of 'four phratries', each sub-devided into class and the
origin of thig system is attributed t5 tne mythical cultural

nhero 'Pahandi Kupar Lingol".11

9. M.Chakrabarthi and D.Mukherjee, "Indian Tribes”
Saraswathi Press, Calcutta, 1271, ».75.

10. Andira Pradesh District Gazetteers - Adilabad - 1976.

11. Christoph Von Furor-Haimondorf," Triveg of Indiav -
The struggle for survival®. Oxford University
Press - Delhi-1982 - p.15.
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The Gonds are devided into six claLns :

(1) Raj Gounds ar Gondcs
(11) Pardhan

(111) Toti

(iv) Dadve

(v) Gowari and

(vi) Kolam. All are of which endogamouse.

The worship of a clan-diety is a domlnant position
in Gondslife and is firnly anchored in an elaborzte
my thology . The members of each clan worshi>s a diety
described as “"Persa Pen" (Gremt God) and in some caces
the Shrine of his diety lies within the ancestral land.
*Persa ?en", clan diety of Gonds plays a vital role in
Gonds life. Although the Gonds revere many gods and
always prepared to include a new Diety in their
Pantheon, nc other cdlt plays as. vital part in tribal
1ife, as they worship of clan-dieties. Their cult is
intimately linked with the myths of their culture hero
"PAHANDI KUPAR ‘LiI;TGOL" and the defled clan ancestcrs.
The worshipoing of a clan-dlety, exlsts a close reletionship
of mutual enlivenment between myths and ritual as the
myths lend sanction and power to ritual acts so does the

symbolic enactment of mythical occurances during the
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clan-feacts endow thte myths with.real%ty.12

Ino the 'persapen' feacts the Gond feels himself
one with untold generations of forefathers and with his
divine ancestors. 1t is in the sactamental rites based
on the clan-myth that the unity »f Gonds clan attains its

highest realization.13

Christoph von Furor-Haimondorf, who personally
observed the worshipping of the clan-dlety Persa pen by

the Raj Gonds, says ¢

"No other cult act as performed with the same
devotion and earnestness as the szcrificial rites at the
'pen-gaya'. No other diety is regarded with such awe as
the persa pene. The cult of the persa pen, 1is deeply
rooted in the t ribal consciousness z2nd it is in this cult
the Gond's strongest :eligious impul ces find expression

14
and gatisfaction."

Paréhans.

The pardhans in Adllabad are the hereditary bards
of the Gondse Pradhans plays a vital role in Gond culture.

12. vThe Cult. of the Clan Gods among the Ra} Gcnds

of Hyderabad" by Chrictoph Von Furor-Hamonderf,

- ¥an in Indla =-vol. no.25 no.2 September 1945-p.41.
12.  Tbid., p.41.

14. tbido p060.



As hereditary bards and chroniclers, p:rdnans play a
vital role in the worshi- of clan diety and many other
rituval activities. The pardhans, though not Gonds and
of a social statuc lower than that of their Gond patrons,
are neverthelese the Guwrdian of Gond tradition and
religious lore.15 The language spoken by the pardhnans
in their homes 1s Marathi, but they are equally familiar
with Gondl language« The importart possession of a
pardhan is higs 'Kingri' (three-stringed fiddle).
Although, a lower in the status of Rajgonds, Pardhane in
their social observénces, marriages custoris and funeral
rites they follow practically in every detail the Gond

pattern.16

Totis

A gimilar to pardhans is belng played by another
and much legs numerous group of bzrds minstrels, known
as Totli. These too have nereditary ritual relations
with individual Gond.lineages and act as muslicians and

storey-tellers-17 The totis play on the Kingri anc blow

15. Furor - Haimondorf, op.cit. p.1S.

16. Andnhra Pradesh District Gazetteers - Adilabad
- 1976,

- 17, Furor - nalmoncdorf op.cite., pf15-



trumpets on ceremdsnial occasisns. Totis too obsgerve tie

eocial customsg of the Gondse.

Kolam :

Kolem is zmother Ahoriginal tribve liviné in the
hills of Adilabad. Kolams 1lilke Gonds, organised in an
exogamous clans which are grouned in‘Phratries, corres=-
ponding to the Gond systeme Kolamg. dresses like a Gonds
harriage ceremonies, a2 clocse imitation of Gond rarriage

ritese.

..

Nalkpods

Reseubling the Kolams in many respects are the
Baikpodse. The Naikpods also live in the same wooded hills
and secluded valleys wwhere Kolams pursue their.life.

Even they live closely to the}(o:lams but there is no
feeling of the relationship between Nalkpods and Gondse
'In their social customs, the ceremonies at birth, marrlage
" end death the Nalkpads conform largely to the village

and ritual of the‘Hiﬁdu castes-18 '

BANJARAS, LAMBADAS, LATHURAS AND WANJ ARAS

The Newest addition to the population patteru of

18. Andhra Fracdesh District Gazetteers - iAdllabad - 1976,
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the district, is the semi-nomadic tribes of Wanjaras,19
Lanbadas, Mathuras and Wanjar&s. These tribes
homeland is Northern India and they came in the wake
of Muslim invasion, settled down in rany parts of the

Deccsane

These tribes have thelr own languages ané have
thelir own set of customs which ‘distinguish them from
the local populétion. The other scheduled tribes in

the district were tiie Andhs, Bhils and Chenchuce.

TiE ABORIGINAL TRIBAL PRUBLEMS BEFURE INDEPENDERCE OR

SOCIAL AKD ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF ABORIGINALS BEFORE

INDEPENDENCE

In thebeginning of the twentietn century Adilabad
region was rich in forests, covered nearly 60 percent
of the district, but poor in Communications, little
economic and political importance. The larger part of the
Adilabad dlstrict was inhabited by aboriginals, among
whom the Gonds and Kolams were the oldest population.

The aboriginal trives of Adllabad practised the

10. Banjaras were added to the Scheduled Tribe 1list
in 19276 by the Government s5f Andhra Pradesh.



-46-

"Podu¥ or shifting cnltivation-2o I'ne Gonds cultivated
the highlands, tae light, red 53115 of the plateaux and
elightly 1nclined sloper. The Gonds vwere in the habit

of shifting their fields every two or taree vears, -
asandoning each plot 'before the soll showed signs of
exhauétion. During the monsoon that, they grew small
millets and oilseeds in these light solls where ploughing
was easy and there was 1little danger o2f water-log:ing,
while in the autumn and winter they cultivated only

small plots growing sorghum and palsecs 1n the

21 The tribals had free access

vicinity of the villages.
to as much land as they could cultivate. Forest nlays

a vital role in the Aboriginals 1ife, and have a
natural accesg to the forest. Tribvals are very free
persons in the forest. Their entire life and thaeir mode
of living entirely depends on the forest. From times"

immemorial the tribals enjoyed freedom to use and hunt

20. Shifting Cultivation: Snifting cultivation is
. a met55§ ol agriculture on hills resorted to by

the hill people or trivesmen. Under, this system
a patch of 1land in the forest is selected, cleared
and tnen burned. Seeds are scattered oun the ashes
that serve the purpose of fertilizer. The cultivators
shiftg their cultivation from site to site
every year or every second or third year, depending
upon the nature and availability of forest land.
Shifting cultivation is a preferred mde of living
for over a million tribal peovle of India.

21. Furor - Haimondorf, Tribesc f Imdla; The Struggle
for gurvival. pe. 53.
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atimalse. This intimate relationship 'which remains
even today dcep in thelr hearts ti:at the forest belonged

to them.!

S.X.Ghosh szys "how the trivals are Natural access

to the Forest :

"To the tribals tne forest 1s thelr nome tueir
ivelihood, their very existence. It gives ther and

provides tnem with naterial to bulld their homes and to
Practise thelr arts. By explolting forest produce tarey
supplement thelr meagre income. It keeps them warm with
its fuel and cool with its shade. The’r religion leads
them to believe that there are mady spirits 1living 1in
the trees. There are‘special sacrifiees to the forest
gods; in many places offerings are made to a tree before
it is cut and»ceremodies are performed before =2nd zfter
hunting. Trivbal folk-tales often speak about the
relations of human beings, and the sylvan splrits and it
striking to see how in many of the myths and legends the

deep sense of identity with the forest."22

- 22 S.K.Ghosh "Law enfarcement in Tribal areas" -
Ashish Publishing House - New Delhi - 1987 =
pe 3.



The forest 1s veritable source of emplorment for
all the tribals and theldr dependence on forest is al-
rast total. The fbreét is consi-ered t> be not only
the shelter and food glver but also the protector of
the trival race itself generation after generation.

3ut, the beginnlng of the twentieth century mainly
late thirtlies saw, tremendous changes in the Adilabad.
Tne Peaceful, normal, isolated mace of living of the
tribals was tremendously disturbed by the interference
in the Forest through the Forect Conservation Act passed‘
by tie Britlicsh and the immigration of Non-trivals,
drastically changed the Aboriginals' life.

The first aboriginal tribe who faced threat from
the immigrants was the Gonds. The Gonds do not have a
tradition of wilitant struggle waged in defence of their
rights over land and forests. But 1°40s onwards, they
started resisting the encroachment on their rights in

23
forests.”

The main c ause 9f the disturbance of Aboriginals

23. K.S.Singh : The Gond lMovements" 1n K.5.81ngh ed. The
Tribal lovements in "ndia - Vol. 2, Manohar Publi-
cations, New Delhi 1983,pp.177«138
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was the British policy of Lalssez-Falre with regard to
the tribals and forest. This policy followed by the
British, partly to control the remote areas partly

to keep them away from any political infection. The
forest conservancy Act of 1824, pacced by the
3ritichers, curtails the natural access of tribale to
the forest and opens the forest to the other people,
for benefit of alle. The British 'Laissez-Faire' policy
allowed the non-trivals for occupying the forest landse.
The nolicy adonted by the Government favoured Zaminssre,
leddlords, money~lenders, contr-ctors, petty forects,
excise, revenue and police officials to exploit the

Aboriginals in various ways.24

Adding to the Forest policy of Britishers, the
communications to the Adilabad district was aleo improved.
As a result, experienced cultivatores from Mahayastra
and neighbouring district of Karimn=zgar, belonged to
the upper castes such as Kunbi and Kapus, Branmins, |
'Komitis‘(vysyas) and Muslims started immigrating to the
‘Adilabad started acquiring the PattaSo25

24« S.X.Ghosh, Op001t0 Pe3e
25. . Patta : Title deeds.
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At first, the Gonds had the possibility of obtailn-
ing the individuzl Patta and some Gonds were r~ctually
given Pztta documents, but the whole concent »f baving
permanent rights to individual plots was foreign to
the tribesmen. They never knew that, the plece of 1land
belonged to the personnel property. They nad always

consldered land as a commmunal property.g6

But later, when the pressure on land mounted
they d1d realise the value of patta. The Aboriginals
were not sufficlently well versed in dealing with revenue
officials tO compete successfully with Newcomere from
progress areas. Conseguently, they frequently failed to
obtain recognition to theif claims to the land which
they and their forefatners had cultivated.®’ Villsge
after village f£ell ioto the hands of encro=chers, who were
able to get 'pattasg'on land. As few Gonds hzd 'patta’
rights in the villages. But zbcentee landlords could
obtain whole villages by applying for the auctioning
of government land and outbidding any tribal who tried

26+ Haimondorf, | - 'Txibes of India - The Struggle for
Survival', p.54..

27‘ Ibido’ p054.
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to retain his land. In many cases, tnne tribal cultivators
were not ever informed the auctibning of tke land. They
came to know the change of ownership only when the new

landlord demanded to be pald rent.

Before 1230 hardly amy non-tribal was &n the
Adilabad district. But by 1240 met »f the villages were
in the hande of non-trihals. The southern part ~f Adile-
bad was acquired by the landowners of'vel-ma! caste,
who lined in the neighbourhoosd of K-riwnzgar district.
This velara caste gradually eiiminated the indigennus

tribesmen.

The problem of the Gonds 1o 1240s was that only a
few of them possessed the Pattase. (Title dedds). The
majority of the tribals then cultivated according to a
system of land tenuré knowh as SiwarI-Jamabandi. The
land filled by the majority was government land, although
they had permission to cultivate and annually paic the
land revenue they were not registered as owners
(pattadar) of land in village register. The 2llotment ..
of land 'on siwa-I-Jamabandi tenure was within the powers
of the Tahasildar who normally have powers of Patwar
and Revenue InsPector without investigating the rights
and wrongs >f individual caces. The trancsfer of government

lznd from the cultivator to the other was the order of the
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of the dav, and every year rany tribals were evicted
from land whicih they had been cultivating on Siwa-1I-
Jamabandl tenure, ounly because an affluent non-tribal

able to bribe the revenue subordinates:28

T:HE REVOLT OF GONDS OF 1240

The Gond movements or revolts were centred around
'tne Forest and Land. But, at the root lay the forect
and quection, the semi-feudal exactiones, (begar)

Q
maladministration and exploitation.g”

Haimondorf, éays about the results of Aboriginal

revolts :-

The r ebellion of the Aboriginal trivbesman against
the authority of Government are among the most tragic
conflicts between rulers and ruled, whatever the clash
may take, 1t is always the simple minded and uniformed
agalnst the organised resources of powerful system.
Theee may be loss of life on both sides, but 1t 1is
always the aboriginéls who court ruin and econonic distrGSSo"eo
58 " Toide, p.55.

28 . Op»ne.cit. K.s, Singh ed. p.178..
20. Christoph Non-Furor-Haimondorf, Aboriginals-

Rebellions in the Deccan" Man in India. »

Rebellion nomber (Quarterly),vol.925, nc.4,
December 1945, p.4d.



The revolte by the Ahoriginals in the nature
of recicstance to the establishment of Government
authority was not a challenge to the exicting adminie-
tratisn. It was the last resort of tribesman driven
to decspalr by the influx of outsiders on their land or
economic resources. The revolts were the expression
of angulsh of the extreme exploitation anc¢ oppressicn
to which many aboriginals were subjected at the hands
of more advanced population and the aboriginal locss
of thnelr ancectral lands and to thelr econindic enclave-

‘mento

Christoph Von Furor-tHaimondorf, Anthropologist,
saves about the Aboriginal rebellisns

-v"If Nagas, Chins, Daflas or Abors not to speak
of the tribes of the north-west Frontier were exposed
to the injustices suffered by Gonds or Konda Reddis,
murcer and vislence wiuld be the srder of the cay,
but the tribes of Middle India and the deccan are on
the whole so gentle énd inoffensive that extreme provo-
lation 1s necessary before they take the law into treir

« A
own hands."

31.  Ibide p.5.



There are "two" main causes which led to the

arred uprisings of aboriginsals.

(1) Exploitation by moneylenders, traders and contrzctors

as well as by minop Government officials.

(2) The exp mpriation o f the aboriginal land by the
advanced cultivat~rs and landlords of more
advanced commnities or by Government in the

course of tne reservation Forest policy.

In the plains and valleys many Gonds were driven
from thelr lands by economically powerful New-Comers,
those in the hills were faced by equally drastic
curtailment of theirvrights resuiting from the lutroduction
of forest-conservancy. Gonds, Kolams Nalkpods wh§
practice 'podu' or shifting cultivation were curtailed
by Forest conservancy act in future whereas in fifty
yvears ago, they had the land as much as they can, no
restrictions were in the choice of land for cultivation,

now reduced to landless labourerse.

The Government enforcement of Forest conservancy
act, the enclaves were establighed only where atleast
part of the cultivated 1land was held on patta. Villages
where the Gonds had no such.accuanCy rights were

completely included in the reserved-forest and the
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inhabitants glven a time limit to evacuate the village

landse.

In pursvance af Forest policy the asthorities
enforced tve disberndment of many villages that had
been inh~bited for generations and the Goade and
Kolzms expelled fromt helr ancestral landc. They had
no other choice but to seek a living by working for

non-trival landlords as agricultural labourerse.

The differences created among the zboriginals
by tre 'alienation!'! of their land in the plains and
thelr expulsion from many tracts in the hills was
sharpened by many other tyrannies and exactions on the
part of Forest and pdlice subordinates and in 1240
thelr disaffection had reached & stage where only a
spark was needed t0 set ablaze, the smouldering resentment

and despair-32

K.S.Singh says about the aboriginals probvlems

32‘ Ibid' p.13.
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in 1040 :

"The main grievanceg of tribales were the influx
of outsiders and land alienation. The implementation
of the New Forest Conservancy iaws by the forest
officials had further aggravated the situation. The
expansion of the forest boundaries, prshibition of
shifting cultivation and the avction cf minor forest
procduce to private traders shattered the economy of

Mthe tribes. FTurther, whenever nlantztion works were
taken up, the Gonde were forced to do (VETTI) 'Forced

1:a.bour.":33

At this moment of despair, Gonds found thelr own
tribal leader, KOMARAM BHINU. Komaram Bhimu home-village
was Sankepalll about five miles from Asifabade Komaram
Bhimu, who was of more than usual intelligence and could
read and write. When Sankepalli, had fallen in the
hands of encroachers, he was not able to exist as an
agricultural labourer, and left to the plains-gettled at
:Babijheri a hill-village of dazeh Gond houses and some
fifty Kolams and Naikpod houses scattered in esmall
haml ets round the settlémgnt. But, the threat came to
the village when the boundaries of the Dhanora forest

330_ ' KoS-Singh ed. O’)oCito’lppo:ig'é’ 357«
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were demarcated. Babjheri 1like mmny other villagee,

was nct established as an ensiove, and none of the 4inhabi-
tants had Patta rights (Title deeds). The villagers

were given a warning that trey must evacute village by

the fixed date.If they had not defi on the stipulated date: tne
hoasegs 'oyrc suPPOYr: o burn éawnw. Many Kolams and Naikpods
dispersed and moved into tne neighbouring talug. But

the Gonds and nlne households of Xolams applied for
permission to settle at "JOREGHAT" a site which is

very pear to the Babijheri. Minor revenue officials
ralsed - ne objection to this move. But, the forecter

and forecst guards useé the opportunity for extracting
money amounting to several hundreds rupees from the
Aboriginals. Having ssticsfied the Woney thirst of
officials, the tribals started clearing the 1land

of Joreghat and using for land cultivation.-

Sooner, again new threats were given to the
trives. Komaram Bhimu and tribal people tried to nersuade
the Gavernment but ali their efforts went in vain.
With the Fresh evacuations, the Forest Ranger sent a
forest-guard reinforced by am Arsb to effect the evscua-
tion of the Joreghat. The police-party started burning
some of the outlaying settlements and the Gonds emraged
by the burning of thelr houses,opposed theme The Arab
sho t et Bhimu and wounded him in the hand. The assembled
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Gonds enraged with this incident they fell upon the
police-party, beat the forest gaurds and forced trer to

make a hasty retreat.

The news cf Joreghat incident, spread to the
neighbouring hill areas. Xomaram 3nhimu wated to protect
the dispandment of Joreghat. Thousandes of Kolams

ard Gonds who were already rendered homeless reduced

to destitutiosn rallied bvehind Bhiru's cause.

lhailmondorf says,

"The Aboriginal trivals nothing to lose and burning
with resentment against a policy which decrived Gonds
and Kolams of their land while enabling wealthy -
Newcomers to establish themselves in all the fertile

valleys and plalins yallied in hundreds to 3himu's cause-"84

The belief of Gonds and Kolams in Bhimu's leader-
ship was also strengtnened by his claim tq_supernatural
povwerse. Bhimu was credited with the famnlty hearing of
the voices of deities under thelr guidance. But this

alone was not the cause. The trivals temper was already
near boiling poﬁnt.35

34. Furor Baimondorf, "Aboriginal rebellione in the
Deccan" Nan in Tndie (fuarterly) "The rebellion
Number', December 1945, p.14.

as. tbide p.15.



In a bid to avoid conflict, Bhimu maintaingd
correspondence with the government through his redressal
letters. 3Bhimu demanded the just falr and aggreable

demandse 3Bhimu's derands were :-

(1) The permission to live and cultivéte at Joregnat.

€11) TFreedom from the exactions of forest-subordinates.

(1i11) TIreedom from plough-tax and grazing fees, whoce
collectisn had been used as & pretext for all

sorts of 4llegal extortions of cast and provisionse

‘Infortunately, all the addressed letters went in
vain. No officilal cont acted Bhimu. All the Gonds gathered
at Joreghat under the leadershin of 'Komaram 3himu." |
At last, the Talugqdar, the head of the District
avoroached Bhimu, but with a large police-force
taluqgdar demanded that,;-Bhimu and his followers be give
themselves upto the police. But this demand was met by
counter-demand by tbe Avoriginal s that the Gonds anrd
Kolams should be left in undisturbed possession of
Joreghat and the lend they had been oultivating. But
still clash might have been avoided if the suitable

person, existed, who understood the problem of Avboriginalse.

T - TIReTEALar o SRS
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taimondorf says :

"There can be ns doubt that even then any person
enjoying tie confidence of the abor-ginals could have
avoided a clash, but & such person did n-t exist for
the District officers had wry little contact

with and even less knowledge of the Gonde and Kolams."36

Wit no person available who enjoyed the tribval
confidence, the clash was unavoidable. The police-
party advanced to the nhills. The tribals, worked threm-
selves into "frenzy" ard stood firm with (brandishing)
all traditional wegpons 1like bows, sticke and spears.
A shot fell from the crowd of Gonds, but hit none.
Thus the police opened fire. Komaram 3himu the great
leacer fell to the bullets of police, along with him,
many Gonds felled to the police-bullets. This left

2
rany wounded, some arrected and some nore dispersed;°7

- Thus, ended the famous revolt of Aborfginals,
led by their own Aboriginal leacder. After the revolt wag
crushed by the police, Haimendorf visited the Aboriginals

and observed their despair and frucstretion :

360 Ibid‘, p016’
37. Ibide. p.16.
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"The Aboriginals were in a state 3 unrelieved
gloom and frustration. They realiced tuat any gppositinn
to Government must lead to disacster, but saw no.hope
2f averting the collapce of tribal econdmy and freedom
threatened allke by a vigorous Forest policy and en-
croachment of rapaciouvs immigrants backed by the full

290
force »f the state."ue

Aboriginal rebellion was shortliged, But,
Komaram Bhimu and hic followers have not died in vain.
The aboriéinal rebellion raiced tneir cserisus problemg
1like upset of thelr traditional econymy and loss of their

ancectral land.

KARIMNAGAR

The district derives 1ts name from its headquarters
town, Karimnagar, vamed after Syed Karimuddin, a
qiladar who foundedit-39 The district was originally
known as 'Sarkar Elgandal'- As aresult cof reorganisation
of districts in the erstwhile in Hyderabad in 1905, the

district was mamed-as:sKarimnagare. -

‘Lo"cation := Y¥arimpagar district is a part of Telangana

a8. Iv»id. p017o
[0, District Census Handbook - Karlmnagar - 1981.
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area of Andhra Pradesh.40 The district is bounded on
the north by Adilabad district, en the north-west
Nizamabad district, on the west by Medak district oo
the South by Warangal district and on the eact by the

Godavari.

Tne district at Sresent consists 3f 14 taluks,
namely, (1) l.ehadewpur (2} Manthani ¢2) Peddapalli.
(4) Huzurabad (5) 3heemadevarapglle (6) Sultanabad
(7) ¥allil (8) Jagital (9) letapalle (10} Vemulawaca
(11) Gangadhara (12) Karimnagar (12) ilusupabad and
(14) sirsilla.

Although, Karimnagar didntt hald tioe probvlem &f
tribals (trinals are only 0.62%) it had the problem
of landlordse. These landlords who mainly belonged
to upper cacte velamas and Reddys had in their posséssion,
thoucands of acres of land. The feudal ecomomy in this
area brought about peacant uprising in Telengana in

- 1247-1251 under the leadershi» of United Comwunist

40. Andnra ®radesh Geograchically may be divided into
'three' narts. Flrst part called coastal districts:
congists of nine districts namely: (1) Srikakulam
(11) Visakhapatnam (iil) East Godavari (iv) West
Godavari, (v) Krishna (vi) Guntur (vii) Ongole
(viii) Prakacans (ix) Nellore. Second pnart is
called 'Rogyalaseema' consists 'fourt districts
(i) Kurnool, (ii)Anantanur, (1ii) Cuddapals (iv)Chittor,
Third part of Andnra is called *Telangana' consists
ton districts namely: (i) Ranga Reddy, (11)Hyderabad
(111) Nizamabad (iv) Medak (v) ianababoounggar
(vi) Nalgonda, (vii) Warangal (viii) Khammam

{ix) Karimnagar (x) Adilabade.
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- 4 ‘
Party of ipdia. 1 A taough, the armed struggle was
suppressed. The feudalists exploitation continued to

exist 1n Telangana and particularly in Karimnagar district.
EAST GODAVARL

East Godavarl is a regiduary portion of the 214
Godavari district. It was formed in 1225 after west
Godavarl District was seperateds Eact Godavari district
is closely associated with the river Godavari, occupying

a mrajor portion of the delta area.??

Iocation

Eact Godavari is a partof Coastal area of Andhra
“radesh. It lies on the morth-eact Coast of Andnra °radesh
and is bounded by on the north by ¥isakhapatnam district
and state of‘Orissa; on the east and the South by the Bay
of Bengal and on the west by Knammam and west Godavari

istrictse.

The principal tribes of Bact Godavari is primit ive
tribes of Koyas and Konda Reddis, lives in the forest

areas of Rampachedavaram and Yellavaram talukase The

41. See in the First Chapter for Social and
Economic exploitatiosn by the landlords in Telangana
area. '

42. Census Handbook = Eact Godavari - 1°81.
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The »rimitive tribes Koyas and Konda Reidls faced the came

problems faced by the Gonds in Acilabad.

Koyas and Konda Reddls revolted against tneir
exploiters thrice. The first of the revolts led by Ram-
bhoopathi to:k place in 1802-1802, now popularly kn:wn
as the Rampa-Fishuri rebellisn named after Rempa near
Chodavarame The second revolt broke out in 1870 led by
Chandrayya, Sambayya, Thammndora and Ambul Reddl spread
over 5,000 sqe. miles in the Rampa Countrv. The third
uprising took place in 1092-24 by the Koyas and ¥onda
Reddis led by the saint, patrist hero Alluri Sreerama
Raju, who was brutally murdered after nis wvoluntary
surrender on 7.5.1224 at Koyyar under the orders of a
3ritish major, Goodall against éll Canons of justice

43
national or lnternational.

The tnird revolt by the Koyas and Reddils was a
strong one~~Ihis~rev3it-cnallénged the exnloiters and even-
tualiy their supoorters Britisn Goverument in the Andhra
Agency areas The-immediate=<;aqse of the uprising was the
extractisno f free forced labour from the t rival pesple
of the Andhra}Agency ;reas for constiucting highway pene=
trating thick jungles'and across low hills from Narsipatnam

to Chintapalli.??

42. V.Raghavaiah "Tribal Revolts" -, Andhra Rashtra
Adimjati Sevak gangh, Nellore (A.”.) =1271, p.3i

44 . Tvid.



There are "Three" causeg for the tribal revoltse.

(1) The restrictions placed by the forest officials on
the wasteful cultivation o f *Podu' or shifting
cultivation, the Slash and burn method by the tribals
wnich even mew constitutes as a chief factor or

tribal contente.

£92) Forest rules and restrictions which are still an
eye sore for the tribal people as well as farwers
inhabliting villazes bordering on Recerved forests

in the Agency area.

(2) The imposing of Free "Forced labour”(Vetti) by the

Government off‘icials.45

The revolts were suppressed by the brate force of
the British Government. The tribal problems were remalned.

Even after the Indevendence the same problems continues.

45 . Ivid., 32.
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PART - 1T

SOCIAL ANDECONOMIC CONDITIONS AFTIR TNDEPENDENCE:

ADILA3AD

The post Independent India has witnesced a lot
of change. 3ut, tribale »f Adilabad remained unchanged
or 1ittle changed wnich 1g not significant. The tribes
3f Adilabvad who still 1live, in the hil) arescsy are in
"ahysmal" poverty. 1ost of them are l-ving below poverty
line. Tuelr problems continued even after *TForty!?
years of Independence. Poverty and exploitation are still
.continuing. MNinor Government officlals moneylenders, lam -

lords, contlnue to exploit and appress them.

The main causes 2f exploitation are the tribals
illiteracy, ignorance and their isolated life. Unable to
read even the recelpt given by the officials, putting
their thumb imprescsion sn documents, they are easily
cheated by the minor Governmenﬁ officials and educated

non-trivalge.

Haimondorf says @
"On the vulnerability of trival ps»oulations to

exploitation by minor government officials, as well as

money lenders, landlords and other agents of vested interests,

can largely be traced to their 1lliteracy and general

ignorance of the world outside the narrow confines o their
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traditional environment. Their inability to cope with
the many novel forces impinging nowadayes 2n tribval
villages and 2on an economy which remained virtually
uncbanged for centuries by no means due to any iunnate

lack of 4intelligence.

Unable to read even the receipt given by an official
and obliged to put their thumb Impressinns »n docuwments
which they cannot understand, they are eagy victime of
any fraud or reprecentation which more educated exnloiters

are likely to devise."46

Adilabad district occuoles the last rank in literacy
in Agdhra Pradesh state. The »ronortion of literates
of this district constitutes 1.03% of the total Andnra
Oradesh li.terates.‘y7 The literacy rate among the tribals
of Adilabad is not at all worth mentioning. Five per-

cent (59) among men, three percent (2%) among women .28

THE LAND ALIENATTION O F TRIBALS TN ADILABAD AFTER

INDEPENDENCE

The alienation o f the ancestral land of the tribals

which started in pre-Independence era continued even

46. Haimondarf, a"Tribes 2f India *+# The Struggle
for survivale." p.126.

47.  District Census Handbook - Adilabad - 1°81.

4% P,V.Thomas: Adilabad on Volcano" ?olice-Naxal
Confrontation-I1T Red-Star gulding the Tribal

destiny - 15.11.88,News TimelDaily).
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after Independence. Nore and mare encroachers flosde?
into the district, exoloited the innocence, ignorance
and 1ll4teracy of the tribals, reduced tne tribals to

the extreme poor driven to the destitution ultimately

resulted the landless Agricultural labourers to thé Non-
trivalse.

The caugse of increase of the encraachers wags due
to further improvemert in the communicatiosns. The
communicatisn improved betweén Fancherial an3d Rajuara on
the eastern side. The linkage of a road between nirmai
and lancherial encodraged the encroachers fraom neighbouring

state Maharashtra and neighbouring district of Karimnagar.

The imrlgrants keot on increasing in the tribal
dominated 'utnur® taluk after the road-link utnur-Kerimeri-
Asifabad, 1s completecd. Yoet of the non-tribal immi-
gration took place in the period between 1965-75.49

The non-tribals who imrigrated from the neighbouring
district Karimnagar belonged to the upoercastes such
as Vysayas (business caste), Telaga (Agricultural caste)

velama (landowning rich upper caste).

The imrigrants from Neighbouring Maharashtra state

40. Haimondorf, op.cite, p.57.
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belonged to the 'Kunbl! caste. larathas HatKars,
merbers of merchant caste (Vycyas) many muslimg and
Banjaras. They imnigrated frow the dlstricts of Nander,

Osmanabad and Parhani, Baniaras from Berare.

Since Indenendence osnwardes, the Government has
‘been trying to ~rotect the tribals from the encroachers
and protect: the trival men from the alienatisn s f their
ancestral land. The Government pacssed the laws to protect
tne tribal land from the rapacious encroacnerse. The
Land-trancfer Regulation act 1059, enacted in 1570
and 1971, pronibits the bransfer of land in scheduled
areas to non-trivals. The laws also provide tne enquiries
1bto non-trival occuvation of lande in tribal areas
and restoration of the land ¢t the tribal owner if
the non-trival 1is an illegal occupant.50

Unfortunately, the Government laws are not able
45 ston the encroachers. The non-trivals defy the

laws of the Goveroment and flood into the tribal
areas. Desolte, the laws pacsed by the Government and
abeolute ban on the immoveble pronerty in scheduled
areas to the non-tfibais, they occupied mre tribal

5
lands in the years of 1270 to 127%. 1

50 Ibid., p-46-
51« Tbide, pedbe
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The immigrants were called 'Sahukars'. Thisg
term 'Sahukars' implies umoney-lenders -~ cum® trade:s
-cum-non=tLribal 1andowners-52 The methHds to occupy the
trival lands were simllar to those of earlier methods

used in pre~Independence perisd.

Apart from the outrignt triékery giving tribe to
the revenue officiale, fradulently to crange the entries
in the land register, the non-trivale deliberztely led
thevGonds into debt. Then induced them to leare their
land for limited ﬁériods and fipally refuced to
return the leaced land to the tribal. "Debtw 1g the
most crooked methsd used by tne Non-tribals to take-
away the_tribal lands. A trivhal fallirg in the debt
trap passes on his debt t0 the other generation and
this situation continues until thé non-trival ap»ropriates
the land. Within the limited period the tribals will
lose lands animals, property, huts and driven to
destibution.s3

K.S.Singh says how the Non=-tribals will cheat
the trivals :- '

*In the context, of the trival and hon-tribal
relationship, all thece triwal -groups became victims

§59. K-S.S‘lngh, OpoCito, Pe 358
£82. The TFlames of Peacant Struggle Ablazed in...The

Furrows Furisus : A Brief History of Adilabad-
Karimnagar peasant FMovement, Kranti Publicatinsns
1981 d 0‘1050



of the unscrupulous practices »f the Larer . Cvery n-n-
tribal has a business intercst in the Agency and

uses the trival as pawns in thelr trade. The mast
effective way by wkich they trap.the tribale ic by
lending money. Tt is this cingle activity which has
brougnt untsld miceries to tie tribals and 1s the root
cause of the tenclon 1n the tribal land.v2?

The reéult of the "debt trap“ of the tribals
w}ll cause not only land alienation but also tne unending
riseries. here is tre inctance of now the tribal
1ost his ancestral land to the non-tribals. Komra Boju

of Kerilmeri says how he lost his land to the non-tribalss:

vy father nad fifteen acres of Patta land but
far the lart thifteeb years Rama Gauru of Acifabad (a
man of toddy-tapﬁing:caste) has been cultiﬁating
this land. Wnen my father died, I wac a small child amd
Rama Gauru occupied our land. Some time ago T applied
to M..Narayan the 8pecial Deputy Collector for restoration
of my father's land. The deputy collector decided the
cace in ny favour and restored the land to me. I was
very happy and ploughed t;,he land in p reparation for
sowing Jawari. But when I was ready to sow, Rama

Gauru supported by some villagers of Keclagonda stopped

e

54«  KeSeSingh ede. one.cit., p.&28.



me cultivating. Thue, the Tahslldar the revenue
inecrector and the Patel came to the village, and told

me that my father's land was mine by right. But at

tre came time they adviced mé not tc cultivate that
land, but to asccuny instead the adjoining field which
belonged to a Muslim. How could I do this? Then Rama
Gauru brought some men and sowed on my land. roreoVer,
Rars~ Gauru had renorted to the police tihat I nad
1llegally ploughed his lande« So the gub-Inscector

of Pollice came to my nodse with some constables and
wanted to arrecte me. But in the end tiey did not take
me to Asifabad. Rama Gauru has also occupied the Patta
land of three other Gonds, who are my motier's brotherse
They all died but they have sons who have a claim to
their own land. Now ﬁone of us has any land of our 2wn

because Rama Gauru, all of 1its taken away."55

Not only the musele power of the non-trivals
but also incidental loss o £ Patta of tribal land is
enough to grab the tribal land. This narticular case
describes fhe loss of tribal land to non-tribals :

55. Quoted from Haimondorf's Book "Iribes of India"
- The Struggle for sSurvival, 0x%ord University
Press, New Delni-1982, pp.52-60.



"In 1245 Soyam Sone Rao ofiiasangpurvinlltnur
taluk a villege swamped by non-tribals, had been given
fifteen acres of land under the scheme for land
assigoment to Gondse In 1281 his houce burned “own and
all nie papers were destrayed. For many years he 47
not worry about this loscy but fifteen yeares after the
fire,on Tokhar imrdgrant frem Feharastra, who hac been
living for some time 1n the village, induced the
Patwari, a man of goddsmith cacte to connive at nic
occuvation of Sone Rao'cs land. ‘Jhen 8one Rad
comnlained to the fahsildar, t:e revepue insnvector
carme to the village and told Scne Rao that he would be
alloted five acres of land somewhere else, but Sone
Rao didnt't agree to accent five acres instead of the
- fifteen acres to which he was entitled. In the meantime

56
he maintained himself by workling as a dally labourer.

Now, the tribals live in micerable conditionse.

Even the daily wages of a wnhole family was not sufficlent

for one time meal of a household and recst 5f the two

times the tribals live on the boisonous roote

-Chunni Bail, fifty year old tribal women says how
they will live without food :

56. ‘Lbido p061o
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"Ihis ic & “sdgatta" a poisdmous root. We gather
this from the foreet and eat. We rub the other layers
of tre root against the grund and make it less poisonsuse.
Even 1f some poilsdn is left in the root, it will not
harre use. Because, we Lave become immune to poisone.
There is a one more similar wild roste It is “apoagattav.
Chunni Bal then showed an aluminium cup. It contained
a liquid. "This what we drink." It wac malze flour
mived with water when maize flour in scarce we mix the

water with the bamboo flosr and drink."57

°.7.Thomes, who vicited the "pembi" a small
hamlet of Kolame in Adilabad district (coneidered to
be the 1llegal hamlet because ITDA didn't cover this
village) says about the tribal situation in the hamlet
of Gondss

“None of the trivals in the hamlet had land. They
were agriciidtural labourers. They sunk neck-deep in
abysmal. poverty. The daily wages they earn was sufficient
for one time meal of a house. Wearling a torn clothes
and flashipg an empty smlile on their famiched faces,
the kolamg of.pembigudem looked like fading characters

of a human "comedy". And these are hundreds of

57. Quoted by P.V.Thomas = Y. TRIBALS N THE SHADOW oF FEAR
Police-Naxal Confrontation-II, Newstime (dally®

14.11.88.
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of pembigudems In the unquiet agency tracts of Adilabad .58

Becaucse, of this encroeners forest in tdilahad
is reduced from 607 (forty years ago) to 42.43%,in
the present time. Tre e are nearly 20,000 acres of
governuent land under the occupation »f non-tribals
in the notified scneduled areas of Adilabad. These

are all 1llegally occupiled 1ands.59

The Government has been trying to stop tae
encroachers. To control this menace, more than 65,000
acres of land was regularised making 1064 as cut off
year. This regularisation was done in the hope that
there wlll nat be any further encroachment on the
"farest lands, as the authorities could invoke the
relevant sectiosns of law agalnst the encroachers. BEow-
ever this regulation was falled, land was pasced into
the Non-tribales. Agalin about 32,500 acres of land
was further encroached between 1964 and 1°80. I'he latest
cut-off-date fixed for realisation is on October 25,19280.

when the Forest comservation came into fbrcegéo

Cam———

58.  Ibid.

5C. P.V.Thomas = Red Star guiding The Trival destiny
Police - Naxal Confrontatinn-ITI Newstime daily
15.11.1988. :

60. P.7.Thomas = "Vying witn each other for Défores-
- 4atinn" - Police - Naxal confrontati-n-TI7,NewsIlime
{dajly) 16.11.83.
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It 1s the miserable socio-econinic conditions
of the t ribals that caused the spread and growth
of the Maolsts (Naxalites) in the Adilabad districte.
Anjan Mukreriee exnlalins, how ti.ece trihals were driven

intns the fold »f Naxalites :-

"Tribal land &lienation is at the ront of
all, social unrecst in major parts> f Telangana.
In dictricts 1ike Ad%1labad there were nhardly any non-
tribals before 1°220. In recent years non-tiribhal
V;ettlers exploiting the loopholees in land laws and tiie
ignorance, .and innscence 3f tribals have driven tnem
into the forest. In the Jungles forest officials
harassed them and the police would not came to their
help. 8o the trivals found Annalu (as Naxalites called
by the trivals) a god send who could csettle disputes,
dicspense justice and m st important of al protect

them frome xploitation. n01

Thue, it is the socio-econsmic condition »f
the tribals which paved- the way for spread and persilstence
of Naxalite Movement in the Adilabad district.

——— i

61e. Anjan Mukherjee : "Revolution, Revisisun, Negotiation®
surya (monthly) April 1920 - p.5°.
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EACT GUDATARL

The East Godavarl District alsy exderienced the
1nflux of Non-trihals into the trihal areas and caused
the land allenation of the principal trives koyas and
Konda Reddis in Rampachodavaram and Yellavaram talukas

where the tribals live.

3elnw the table chows the land Alienatisn in the

trinal areasg of Ea-t Gadavari District.

Tahle T

Land Aliepation in the Tribal Areas of Eact Godavari JAstrict

Number Numher of  Lxtent o7
Revenue of Non-Tribals land under
Circle villages occupylng the occupatinn
trivale of non-tribals
lands (in_acres)
Rampachodavaram
Taluk
Rampachodavaram 1230 1,357 65651.07
Devipatnam 72 735 4,682.60
Yellavaram Taluk
Addategala 1c@ 1,138 10,167 .29
Rajarammangi 62 1,102 8,225.40
Pidathamamidl 174 1,004 2 7.53
- Total 620 : Eﬁgﬂi =8,305.09

Source : From Jayaprakash Rao'c'Konda Reddl's
anftransition : Three Care Studies: in

Tarur Haimondorfl with the contribution

of Michael Yorke and Jayanrakash Rao,

'‘Trives of India The Struggle for Survival"
Oxford University Press",Delni,19892,p.282.
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KARTNMNAGAR

Tn the Telangana region, exrploitation wag
both economic and cociale. The feudali stic explor=
tation by the rich landlords in fe countrycide continued
to exists even after the Independence.62

In Telangana particularly 1in Karimpagar, most
of the fertile land (thousands of acres) was concent-
rated in the hands of landlords. The majority of
the pe~ple live without land. 1In Korimnegar (all ~ver
Telangana) landlorés are addrecsed as "Dorav meandng
¥acter or Lord." Thece landlords ~r Doras bhelonged
to the uppercastes mainly Reddls and Velamas. Thepe
1s no challenge to treir political authtority and

]
gsocial status. Their tyranny was unmatched.é“

| Tre Fircst thing 1s P™rced Labour called Vettil.
The poor people had to do free—service to the landlord.
These pesple had to0 do any service demanded by the
. landlord without any return for thelr worke. From barber,

R T E—t——

62 C.lokeswara Rzo, '"Politics - Why Naxalism Flouriches
© _urac. in Telangana' - Times of India (Daily)
January $,10900.

o
[#V]
.

The “lameg of Peacsant struggle Ablazed in...
The Furrows Furisus : A 3rief Bietory of
Ad%1abad - Xarirnagar Peacgant lioveneunt -
Krapnti Publieation, January 1°81, p.0b.
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to shoe-maker - 2all had to do  Iubour without any

return for their work.

On festive occasions and marriage occaclons
the people had to pay bribes to the landlordc. Besldes
this, every year certain amount of money was paid to

trhhese larndlordse.

On festive occasions, the landlord will get
free suvnoly of goats and chickens. Tf any Revenue
officer and police officials vigitor. The village
agalngd more goats and chickens should be sup-lied. Lluost
all peovle were affected by the f ree sumonlies of goate,

chickens, wheat etc.

Bonded Labour :

This is another type of exploitation by the land-
lords in Karimnagar alcost the whole of Telangana part
of Andhra Pradesh. In Karimnagar, the Agricultural
labourers did not have the freedom to go and work
under any landlord. The Agricmltural labourers work under
one landlord for meagre wages because of the foréfathert
_debt which still continues. This debt will continue for
generations. Not a single Agricultural Labourer will

dare to ask landlord how much d ebt they have to pay-

oﬁce these agricultural labourers have faller in
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debt they wlll never recover from l1te "The debt conti-
nues, the bonded labour continues." If any Agricultural
Labour has the land, that will be occunied by tre larnd-

lord becausge of the debte.

If any quarrel occur between 'two' partics, the
landlord will give judgement. Both parties skould give
large amounts of money. This money will be swallowed

by the landlord himself.

The worst kindo f landlords oppression 1¢ atrocitiec
on wmnmen. Thie 1s very cruel form of exvloitation by
the landlords. 1In sore villages of Varimnagar if
trre girl attalnc puberty, she should spend her first
night with the lardlord. The larndlord would rape the
women and in cace of protests from their kitr ard kin,
he would have them murdered. 7In some villages there
is a tradition that, 1f the landlord's wife becomes
pregnant, villagers should arrange one woman for

satisfying tne lust of lendlord.”

Not only the atrocitiecs on women but also the
social restrictions on lower caste people shows the land-

lords exploitatione.

1) Peasants shouldn't wear white clothec.

64. Tbid. p.1023.



-81-

2) Peacants shonldn't give education to their
children.
) Doras even frown if a neacznt wears nig dhoti

extends below the knee.
4) Peacants are generally expected % bow and scrape
1f they hapoen to pass by a landlord in the

village-és-

This extreme feaudalistic exnloitation by the
lancdlords or Doracs caused the spread and growth of

Naxalism in the Karimnagar District.

In next chapter, the spread and continuance of

Naxalite Movement in Adilabad, Karimnagar and Eact
Godavari. During the Congress party rule and Telugu
Desam Party rule will be dealt with.

65+  C.lokeswara Rao: Politics - Why Naxalism flourishes
in _Telangana" - Times of India (Dally) January 5,1090.
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" VURU MANADI VADA MANADI
(Vvillage 1is ours Street 1is ours).
REVU MANADT

fLake 1is ours)

DORA ENDIRA - DORA  PETHANAMENDIRA ...

(Who 1s Dora? = What is Dora's Authority?....)

T™ils song is sung 1in almost all public meetings
of the Naxalites. The Nature of exploitatinn of the
poor 1s well captured in this song. The 'twlin' purnoses

of the song are to deccribe the nature of exnloitation

end the exploitatlon that is taking up arms agalnst

the landlords...

Although, several factors contributed to the
spread and growth of the Naxalite Movement in Andnra
Pradesh. Only Vdedicated work of the Naxalites among
the pbor sectiono f society Contrivuted much to the

spread and growth of Naxalite movement.

To Quote the words of Praful Bidwair.

1« . Quoted from the 'The Flames of peasant struggle
: Ablazed in...The Furrows Furiouse.. A Brief®
nistory of Adilavad Karlmmagar Peasant Movement-
Krarti °ublication, - Janamary 1981. p.122.



"...Several factors exnlain the Naxalites dramatic
growth. The most important of these is there focus on
and dedicated work amongst the most exploited and
suppressed section of Indlan Society. Nothing 1llus-
trates the proposition as well as the Naxalites appeal
for tribals. The appeal ic rosted in the wality of tke
disruption o f trival 1life and culture in most part of

2
thie country."

The spread of the movement in the districtg of
Telangana area was due to the sustained work of Redical
8tudent Union (RSU) a student wing of CPI (}-1), people's
war Group, which was split away in 19275 from the progressive

Democratic Student Union (PDSU).

The R.S.U. organised the students and youth,
every year in sumrer vacation through 'Go To The Villages

Campaign' to carry the message of Agrarian Revolution

2 Praful Bidwal - "Naxalites on the upswlngve.
Times of India (Daily) - 13th January 1988.

NOTE : Before imposing of the Emergency, with

the failure of Srikakulam Movement in 1972, Serious
differences arised between tne leaders and
resulted, faction of Naxalite groups. But post-
emergency period saw the emergence of stable
Naxalite groups namely : Chandrapulla Reddy Group-
and Pyla Vasudeva Rao Group, the Split away Group
from Chandra Pulla Reddy in 1984, and People's

War Group (named in 1980) led by Kondapalll
Seetharamaiahe.
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t> the peacant masses and raice the consciosusness of

the poor peoplee.

Anather organisation which contributed to the
sprcad of Naxalite lovement was 'Jana Natyeo Mandali!
(J.N.M.) a troupe of perforning artists espousing
the Naxalites viewe The J.W.}M. artists will sing
the songs and perform the Burra Kathea, Oggu Katha (song
and play) Bormalatae (Toys play) which is popular among
the rural peoplee. The songs and plays explain the
exploitation of the poor pesole by tre landlordc. Apart
from this, to the growing up poor girls they explaln, how
in future rape awalts her by the Landlord.3 Moreover,
the Radical tradition set by the Telangana Armed struggle
easily absorbed the youth and rural people 1lnto the

movement .

In April, 1978 Radical student Union organised |
a'go'to the villages campaign' in Vanthani taluk of
Karimnagar. The classes were ‘held, for the members’

who attended the camaign. In'the classes tney were

-~

3. C{Lokéswara Rao 'Why Naxalism flourisnes in'
Telangana' Times of Indla - S5th January 1290.



taught ilarxism and j.aoism, Indian politics, Indian
Freedom cstruggle and the Agenda about New Democratic
Revolution in Indla. After toe classes the members were
divided into dalams and sent to the villages. Inrth
villages, they organised the peasants and landless
labourcrs and formed the '5{3&5,;,922}i§_§§ﬂgéé2§!
(Heasant - labsurer Assoaciation), tne rural ysuta were
organised to farm the 'Radical Youth League', t3 carry

the gpirit of the revolution.4

In such an organised manner, the Naxalite
movement soread 4in Karimnagar and Adilabad. The demards

of tne Naxalite were :-

1_/ Increase the dally wages of Agricultural Labourers
(en and Women).

i1) Increase the yearly payment of palers-5

e et

4. Santha Sinha "Maoists in Andnra Pradesht wanakylPub-
licationg, Delhi-198°, p.273.

Fo Paleru : Paleru is a 'bonded labour! wio works for
~ landlord for one year. iis payment will be fizxed
for one year before joining in tne landlords house
as & bonded labour. Once they were accepted the
payment, the labourer was at the mercy of landlord.
He doesn't bave freedom. He has to do all the works
- 4n the landlord house. In Royalaseema part of
Andnra Pradesh he was called as 'Jeethagadu.?
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i14) Stop Forced Labour.

iv) Stop the collection of all types of mampols (bribes) \

i
\
1

by tize landlordse

v) The landlords who have taken lakhs of runees as
mampols (bribes) should pay back to tae
peasant se »

vi) The barren and waste land occupied by the land-
lords éhould be osccupied by the Rythu-Coolle Sanghams
(Peasant - lahourer Assoctation).

vii)  The eecupled wood in the Forcst areas by the land-
lords should be occupied by the Rythu-CTonlie
Sanghamse.

viii) Place to the poof pesnle for the constructinsn
ofHousés.

1x)  The important demand was
'LAND TO THE TILLER."

The struggle started with the slogan
LAND, SUBSISTENCE AND LIBLRATION! (Bhumi, Bhukti and

The Naxalites started theilr struggle in Maddunur
village, Jagityal taluk of Karimnagar against one landlord
Rajeswara Rao.7 The weapon the Naxalltes used against

6. Kranti Publication, or.cit., p.25.
7 e Ibido p0250
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landlords was 'Social 3oycott'! of landlords. During the

perisd of soclal boycott all services were stopned

from barber to washermen, refusing to work. Sometimes

landlords conceded the demands and paid back the

mamools (brives) to thie Sanghams and sometimes he

would s eek the protection of the police. In Adilabad
istrict Luxettipet taluk, the Naxalites started struggle

for increase in d ally wges and increase in the rate of

tendu leaves (used in the beedi-making) collécted by

the tribals.8 clowly the Rythu-coolie Sanghams and Radical

youth leagues were ‘established in many villagess With

the formation of Sanghams slowly the traditisnal way

of exnloitation sta:ted changing. The wages were increased

from Rs. 1 to Rs. 2 for women, from Rs. 2 %o Rse. 3 -

for men. The palers payment was increased from Rs. 600/~

to Rse. 1,200/-&r year -

The Naxalite Movement ic a direct challange to
the landlordism in Trelangana areas. In villages, con-
flicts like land dis?utes, Quarrel between brothers,
husband and wife and murders were solved by tne landlords
or Dora. This type of solving the problems 1in villages
was called 'Panchayati'. 1In this panchyathi both parties
should give some amount of money to the Dora. After,

the judgement the guilty will be fined,thls money also

8. Ibid. Pp-29.
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1c taken bv the landlord. With the establicsh-ment
of Rythu-coolie Sanghams the traditional csystem of
vanchyatl changed. The Tanghams started solving

all the dicsnutes, onenly infront of all the pesnle.

The Sznghams called this tYJé of judgement, a people's

Judgement in 'Pesnle's, court' (Praja Oourt). This is
a direct setSack to the landlord's authority. Even
landlords stould appear infront of pesplet's court and
confess thelr mistakes. Infront of all people the
judgement will be given. This Judgement given by the
peoplets court should be accepted and 1mp1emented-9
The peopletls court started functioning wnerever the

Sanghams was established.

On September 7th 1978 in Jagltyal town of Karimnagar
district a large procession and public meeting was
organised by the Naxalites. ¥ost »f the peasants and
Agricultural Landless Labourers attended the meeting.

The slogans raised ‘in the meeting were :

1)// End to the clandlord's authority.
~11) 7 ZEodl to the landlordism.

111)” Land to the tiller

1v)/ Agrarians revolution Zindabad.

0. Ivid, pp-30, 31.
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v) New Democratic Bevolution. Zindabad.

v%)’ Bower flows from the barrel of the gun.10

In Karimnagar, district sircilla and Jagityal talukas,
in Adilabad district Luxettipeta, Asifabad Khanapur,
Bellampally became centre of Naxalite activities. The
intencgification of Naxalite activities worried the :
landlords and tney requested the Chlef Mlnister of
Andhra "radesh, Chenna Reddy for protectisn. This
recsulted in Chief Minister Chenna Reddy declaring Jagltya
and Sircilla talukas as 'Disturbed areas' on 20th
dctober 1278 under the AP suppression of Disturbances
Act of 1048 and said it would be coming into effect

from November 4th 1978, 11

The causes for the ~declaration of Disturbed

areas as Government said :

(1) The increasing extremists activities in Jagityal
and Sircilla.
(11) Increasing activities-of thefts;, burglary and

burning of the houses.

10 Kranti - (Telugu Fortnightly) Edited, Printed
' and Published by L.S.N. Murthy for CPI (M.L.)
Peoplets War Group Publieation Guntur 1-15-8-78
pHe 2,4. Zencelorth, Kranti.

11. Kranti Publication, on.clt, p.42.
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(i1i) Tne Naxallies are delivering provocative
sneeches and encruraging the pesnle far violence.
(1iv) The performing of banned plays.
(v) The peasant, agricultural landless lahourers
are aimed azalnst the middle claces peasants.
(vi) The Forclble occupation of lands by the Haxalites
| (By thu Coolie - Sangham).
(vii) Some extremist elements disturbinz tie peace
in the Jagityal and Sircilla taluk.

(viii) To protect law and order.

Declaration o f disturbed areas didn't prevent
e Naxalite activities. It spread to the Neighbouring
peddapalli taluke. They continued to organise the
peasants and landless iabourers for higher wages. iaxal-
it:s gave a call t»o -i;he girijans, ® occupy the lands
of landlords, wﬁo occubied the trival lands. They gave

a slogan,

‘Tt is better to die in the struggle than dying gLvaQ

of bunger'1%

The Forced labour (Vettl) mamools, (bribes) and
feudal ex»loitation slowly, started dlsapoearing
- 13
wherever the 'Sanghams!' were active. Moreover the
12. Kranti - 15-7-197°, p.15.
i2. Kranti publication, op.cit. p.56.

-~
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occupation of the land was intemsified in Karimnagar

and Adilabad Districts. In Adilabad more than 2,000

acres of land was occu-led. In Karimnagar more than

3,000 acres of land was Occupied.

Table T
The Waste and Barren lands occu-ied by the Rythu-

Coolie g=znghams By 1280 in Karimnagar and Adilahzad

Districtse

- Acilabad District

Se Taluk nurber of  land occupied

no. villages total land
(in_acres)
1.  Asifabad 20 abaove 400 acres
2. 8irpur 20 , 600 acres
2. Luyxettipet 4 60 acres
4. _Utnoor 30 1800 aéres.
Total 74 (villages) 2,560 acres

Source : Krantil ~ublications: on.cit. p.100.
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Tahle 11

Karimnagar_  District

Se Taluk ~ “Number ot Tand occupied
no . villages total land
’ - (o acres) _ _
1. Jagityal 40 1,947 acrecs
2. Peddapally , 29 84C "
2. Huzurabad 14 08 ¢
4. lYantharni 1c 244 v
Ee gircilla 2 20
€. lletpalll 5 25 u
Total - 53 2,684 acres

Source - Kranti Publications : op.cit. p.100.

By 1980, the Naxalite activitles spread t> tn
Utnaor, Indravelli of Adilabad. To control the Naxalite

activitles, 25 police camps wepe set up in Asifabad,
Uthoor and Bodh talukas of Adilabad each consisting
of 85 to 100 policemen-14 |

14. Correspondents 'Andnra ®radesh - Another
Magscare of Tribals" Economic and
POlibiC.al Weekly' Nay 2, 1081, p°7.06'
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In thies situvation Acilabad District Giritjan
Rythiu-Coolie Sanghar gave a call for its firet conferenceéguvf
at Indervelll on 20th April 1°81. The Szpgham obtained

permissibn to hold a rally t2 be followed by public

meeting at Trndervelll.

The police exnected tue trouble in the Indravelld
as Non-tribals also wanted to hold the meeting on the
sae day and the same place. So the police igsued

prohibitory orderse.

Khenapur Congress li.L.A., Ambai Jadhav' vigited
rany villages in the area trying to persuade the trihals
not to éo w Indravalll as preohibitory orders were in
force.15 The csenlor poliée officers of the district
and one battalion of the AP police force have moved

to Tundravelli.

Inspite of the warning and prohibitory orders
the trivals started pouring into Indravelll on April
20th, 1981, for the rally to be followed by & public meeting.
The ﬁolice tried to prevent the trivales cdming into |

15. R.Sreekumar "Police war on tribals in Andhra
Pradesh" - Maingtream - vol. xix no.26
May 2, 1981, p.8.
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the village. The t ribals resisted, when the situation
became tense, the police opened fire. According o
the police officials 13 were killed. fhe sndnra
Pradesh civil liberties comrittee ¢APCLC) put the .ie !
figure at 60. ’

Immedlately after the Indravelli killinge,
Chief Vinister Anjalah anunounced ‘Jelfare prcgrammes

on Yay 29nd 1°81 for the welfare of the trivals ard gaid =

"eeeThe extremlcte (Naxalitesg)do not went
anything positive done to helv of tribals. They are

organising thre Gonds."1°

The problems identified by the Govertment were:

1) Drinking water problem in tribal areas
i1) The probleuqu Electricity

111) The problem o f Education

iv) Water for irrigation.17

The important demand *Land to the Tiller" was

leftout by the Government, for whicb\the ST T
trivals and Naxalites were fighting wnitedly. The
fact - finding Committee of > .U.D.R- {People's Union

16. Ivide. p08-
17. Kranti - 1-6-1281 - p.1.
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for Democratic Rignts) Civil Rights Or:anicaticn
pleaded with the Government for im ediate submiscion
of title-deeds to the lands, which the Girijans were
cultivating.

In Karlmnagar Naxalite activities continued.
As a result, the wages were increaced frcm Rs. 2
to Rse3 ' for collecting tendu leaves price was increased

from 7 palse to © palse, palers yearly payment was
18

increased from Rse 1,200 to Rege1,6C0.

The increasing activities of Naxalites brought
about tension betwBen landlords and Naxalites. Ag a /
result, an ex-MLC, Keshava Reddy was murdered on
Decermber 19 e Naxalites.19 In retaliation in
Kammanapeta village of Jagityal t4luk, Naxzlite veddanna

o)

was killed on 7th February 1989720  with tnic tension

some landlords left the villases and settled in towns.

With the Congress(I) party losing elections in 19283
the first phase of Congress (I) government (1978-82)
can be said to had come to an end.

180 Kranti - 1-°-1081, p.8.
1Q. Kranti - 1-12-1282, po'?.

90 Kranti - 15-12,1°32, p-
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The Congress Government usged the police to
control the Naxalite activities. Although welfare
programres were announced the maln Naxalite demand
'‘Land to the tiller' was not met with and other
welfare nrograrmmes never reacned to the peonle. As a

recult Naxalite activites contlnued.

PART 1II

The debacle of Congress(I) in 1932(Sth
liarch) Legislative electlons, r csulted in the t riumph
of nine month old Telugu Zesam party establiched by
Cine-actor-turned-politician N-T_-Raz;;a Raoe.

During the campaign to legislative Asserbly
Elections N.T.Rama Rao referred to the Naxalites as
'brothers - (Tammulu), who had taken a wrong path to
achieve right end.?l He pralsed thie Nagalites as

[>%2]
nFriends of the Poor and Great Patrioks" (Deshabakthulu)

24« Ash Narain Roy - "Rosts of Violence -
Naxalites in Andhra and Bihar - February 1988.
The Rising sun.

29« = - A.Prabhakara Ras - "Naxal Kidnappings : Legacy
of NTR" Patriot Jan.3, 1920.
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N.T .Rama Reo also said :
23
"Red Salute To My Brothers-"?"//

After coming to the power, Chief Vinister
N.T.Rama Rao was criticised by the Naxalites as

'Class enemy or arch rival' and Telugvu Desam Party

was characterised as an e xploitive class party.
Apparently, chief minister N.T.Rama Ras fbllowed the

same policy, which was followed by the Congress
Government'i-éiﬁusing the pplice to control the Naxalite
activities.24

was continued
The Naxalites struggle,for higher wages, fair

price for tendu leaves, sore payment for palers

and occupation o £ land by'Na)xﬂUJES « The Naxallte way
of justice in the people's court also contiﬁued. Mor
example :~ When a bribe of Rs.1,200 was taken from

the peasant by the landlord Narasing Rao in tummeral a
village) peopie3é~55ufﬁu6fdéfeawfﬁéwiagdlord to pay e
back that money to the peasant,which he obliged.25 This
type of justice in PeOplé'sAcourt became highly accessible
and approachable to the poor people. As a result, the
supmort of beople to the Naxalites increased.

2Z. Saeced Nagvi - "Chemna Reddy and Naxalites"-
 Patrist Jan.2, 1920.

24 . ghartha Sinha - "Maoists in Ahdhra Pradesh™
-cewmsrysPublications - Delhi-198%, p.313..

2E. Kra[]ti - 1-5-1983° Pe 7.
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In Ad?labad, Chenour Taluk, Sirisa village the
First Rythu-Coolie Sangham was held on April 5tk
1288 - after Ruma Rag came to power. The slogans

raised in the meeting were :-

(1) Land t9 the tiller
‘44) _ Agrarian Revolution - Zindabad
(111) Red Salute t0 the Martyrs.Z"

On May 23,'1983 the seccond state conference of
Ryth- Coolie Sapgham was teld in Karimnagar toun.
According to the estimates of Maxalites, 20,000 peasants,
landlegs Birijans attended this DlYeeting arvd this

conference was named as *Srikaskulam Commune.27 d

r—

et

The Government 2l so announced the welfare
programres to the tribals to wean tiem from Naxalite

fold. The welfare programnes were :-

£1)  Giving, bullocke to the trivalse.
(ii) Lending money %o put the shopse.
(11i) TIwproving the communication in Tribales

2
areas l.e. establishing roads etc. 8

26 . Kranti 1-6-1283, pp.1,2.
974 Kranti 1-9-1282, p.2.

280 Vfl‘aﬁti - 1-6-1083, pp01’20
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The 1mortant demand »f the Naxalitec {.e.
'Land to the tiller and title deeds to the occunied
land' was ignored by the Government. To cove with the

Naxalltes, the Government created a Anti-laxalite

police squads were set up in the villages of Karimnagar

and Adilabad. Adding to this, Chief Minister deployed
the C.R.P.7. (Central Recerve Police) and said : 'The
erployment of Ce"eP.Fewac to curb the Naxalite activitiecs

29
tot &lly ol

On 18t~ Decermber 1733, the seccnd Girijan Rythu-
Coolie Sangham was held in Adilabad Distfiets As
Kaxalites claimed in the meeting that, 4000 acres.
of land were occupied by them in 'fourt talukaé.'
The Sangham(iemanded :

(1) Pattas ¢title deeds) to the occunied larnds and

(54) Removing of the police camps in Adilabad.eo

Because of this increasing menace of Naxalite

activitles, landlords started leaving the villa:es.

204 Inid.
30« Kranti - 1-1-1984, p.7.
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Meanwhile, Bharat Kisan sangn Secretary Gopala

Reddy and A.B.V.P. Presiden: werp rurdered. Witn

tais incident all parties BeJeP. Coﬁgressfl): Sanjay
Vichar lManciti, Republican Party , CPI and CPI(Y)

requected the Chief Minister to sanctian licences 5T the
guns to the pensple for self-defence.31 Thic resulted

in the police warning to the people who tried to
establish tre Rythu-coolie Sanghams in the villages.

e rangnam activities were caught, and were put into

Jails.

'Thie Naxalite movement wag alsy did good to “the

poor pes-le. The ~rice of liquor was brougat down

32

frog Rs. 22 to Rs. 6 per litre.” Palers yearly

. Rs.
payment was increased from Rs. 2,000 toq2,6©0(
The daily wages were increased from Rs. 5 to Rs. 7

33

for women, Rss 10 to Rs. 12 for mens According

to Naxalites estimates 2000 acres of land was

occupied in Adilabad district. | &
a1, Krantl - 15.2.1934, p.5.
32. Kranti - 1-9-84, p.25.

(%)
[v4]
.

Kranti - 1-10-84, p.5e.
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Table III

Land occupatisn in Adilabad

ViTTage "7 Land In lacres) -
Annanagonia 200
Laggam . 120
Nay akunioveta 120
Inam .120
Degama 100
Rallametpalll 100
Kannepalll ’ 120
Chinna Rasupalll =~ 40
saligav : a5
Kanchepalli 25
Voddegudem ‘ ' | 40
Brahmana Bichhala | : 256
3opparam o5
Golla Gatta 20
Chandram Palli 20
Atthini | 15
Jajjapalll 15
Rebbana 10
Haltini 15
Gerri ) 10

Total 7,185 acres

Source : From the Kranti. Telugu Fortnightly
: ~published by CPI(}-L) People's War Group
Guntur - 1-10-1984’ Pe7e
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Although, Chicf liinister Rama Rao
resorted to repression on Naxalites, when he was
dismissed (on Legiclative Asserbly) by the Govermr

Ramlal on August 16, 1284, Naxalites dpenly suprorted

i
i

Rama Raots causes Naxalites criticicel . the Central
Government and said :
*It is a Fasclst Act and Demncracy was
Q

24
rurdercd.

Telugu Decar care to power in 1985:(5th
January) Legislative Assembly elections. Again
N.T.Rama Rao became a chief Minister. The o»en supvort |
of Naxalites for the N.T.Rama Rao during his downfall |
didn*t bring any change in the Chief Minister's policy
towards the Naxalites. Chief MNlnlister used as usual
police to Control the Naxalite activities. In
fact mre police camys were set up in toe villages

of Waxalite affected areases

4. Krangl = 1-9-1984. p.1.
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Table - IV

Naxalite Affected Talukas in Xarimnazar and

Adilabad During Chief p'inistership of N.T. Rama Rag

Karimnagar District Adilahad District

- - e -

Jagltyal - lMalyala Adilanad
Peddapallil - gultanabhad 3adn

Metpalli : Knanapur
Hy zurabad }Utnoor
Beehemadevarapalli Nirmal
hanthani Sirpur
Mahadevpur Asifabad
Husnabad : Luxettipet
Sircilla

Vemulawada

Source : Krant! - Telugu Fortnightly,
CPI(M¥-L) People*'s War Groun Publication,
1-3-1985, p04o ’
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More supnrecsion on Naxalites braaght -
by the Government. The youth, vwin were suapécted
as Naxalites were arrested by the police. Whenever
tne Naxalite activities 1ntensified the oolice
camps were increased. Ralds were conducted on -rrty
publications.35 Encounter killings by the police
rised. As aresult, Naxalites started killing policemen
as retaliation for tnese Encounters. On September
2, 1985, a Sub-Inspector was killed by the Naxalites
in Xazipet of W:orangal district. dn 7th Sepseumber
1228 the District Superintendent of police in
Peddapalll taluka of Karimnagar by the Naxalites.
With thls the tension between laxalites and police
was intencified.

Apvoaratenly, Naxalites gave un, thelr
open mass based activities. As aresult Naxalites went
underground. This did mot, in any way diminish the

mass base for Naxalites.

35. Krantli - 1-12-1985, p.7.
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EAST GODAVARZ

S————

In 1°70s the Naxalime Movement was in the
initial phase in the East odavari district. 1In
12980s the Naxalite lovemer= gathered a momentum in
trival areas of RampachodaTaramn, yellavararm talukas

of Eact Godavari.

The Naxalites start=2 organising the tribals
far higher-wages and better remuneration for tendu
leaves collected by the ri™=2lg. They have also orzanised
the trivals against the pz—er Mill Management and petty
@overmeebt officials like »rest Guards and police
officials who hafassed thearivals and collected the
11legal extracts (brives) Trom the tribals. Tue
land occupation was a major factor in Naxalite

struggle.

The Naxalites organi sed the tribals and formed
a 'Girijan Rythu-Coolle Samghams". Thelr struggle
started against the paver ill Management, who paid
less wages for mre worke. The struggle started against
the paper Mill Management- The struggle was successful.
As a result, the pa?)ér Y111 Management increased the

wages, from Rse 6 to Rs. 7 for cutting wood,
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Rs. 4 to Rsg. & for wmen and Rs 5§ to Ps. 6 for
e 6 ’

men, doing for Road work."~
In yellavaram taluk, Achhampeta villaze the
trivals occupied 30 acres of land under the 3irijan
Rythu-Cooliec Sanghamse In palem village 63 acres of
land was occupiled. Tn Kirapatthl village (Yellavaranm
taluk) 20 acres of land was occupied.37 Apart from
this they saw to 1t that the wages also increaced
from Rse 2 to Rs. £ for women and Rs. 6.50 t3 Rs.12

Q
for men.“8

The land occupatisn and strugzle for higher wages
by the trivals, sometimes becsme successful and somet
times met with counter violence by the landlords. 1In
Kothakottam village the tribals tried to occupy 200
acres of land belonging to Chinnapalem landlords but

a0

in valn due to the counter actlivity of the landlords.”

In February, 1982 Redical students Union and

36. Kranti - 1-4-1282, p<3.
37. Krantl - 1-8-1982, p.15.
15/9/1982, p.15.

38.: Kranti

ao., Kranti - 29/12/1988, p.i3.
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Girijan Ry thu-Coolle Sanghams organiced the -rocession
to the District Collectorts nffice in Eluru with the
trivals. The demand was Pattas (title deeds) t2 the
cultivating land of 2,200 acres. According to them,
collector promised tne triba's, title deeds for 1,000

acreSo4O

Often the tribals were victims of landlords
suppressisn. ™ r Inctance : Anaparthi Reddis who
controlled the arrack trade 1n pratthipadu, Laleg waram,
Rajaram.angl, Jaddang! villazes beat 'thareet tribals
suspecting ther to be celling local made liguor (Iiztu
Sora) and renorted have been co0llecting money ranging

from Rg.100 to Rg.600 from the triba"-s.41

In Rampachadavaram taluk, the ™rest guards
used renmorted +to have collected the illegal money
and threaten to demoliéh thelr hamlets and try o
implicate trivbals in false cases. The Naxalites
organiced the tribals against the harassment of the
Forest Guards. The tribals under the Girijan-Rythu
coolie sanghiam hiave beaten up the Fbiest Guards. According
to Naxalites»the practice of Collecting mamosls (bribves)

- was stopped.42

40« Kranti - 1-4-1032 p.7.
410 Kranti - 1-10-1984, p.Q.
42. Kranti - 15-11-1984, p.23.
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The land occunation was continued. Accarding
ts the Naxalite aceounts, 4in Coddurur villaze 50 zcres
0of land, 1in Fankabeedu, Kaljodu villages 200 acres
42

of land was occupled. In Yaddangl villzze 200

acres 2 land was occupled. Along with tnis, the tribale

faced tiie wrath »f police.44

Wonerever the Naxalites were actlve, the Torest
Guards were bheaten for collecting 1llegal money from
the trinalg. Moneylandercs were given a warning by the
axalites for charging exorbitant rate »f Interest.
The Naxalite gave a waming to the Money-lenders that
they should not increase rate of Interest more than

Rse 2.50 paise per hundred rupeese.

The peorlets court were held wherever the Girijen
Ry thu-Coolie Sanghams were establistied. TIor exartle:
 pramalla Venkataram was brought toc the peonlels
court, his land was taken bapk and filve of Rs. 2,800
was imposed. Also thiey burnt the debt papers.45 Ihis
type of peoplet's courts were held in many villages,
the landlords land was taken back by the Girijan- Rythu
" Coolie Sanghams. Apart fror this they alsc saw to it

43 Kranti - 1-12-1S284, p.19.
44. Krantl - 1-1-1¢35, p.iE.
45.  Krantl - 1-5-198%, p.18.
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5 40
that tie wages were increased fror Rs. 11 to Rse 1%, 6

Although, the Naxalite activities were less in
East Godavari dfctrict, the Naxalites cortinued to
 organise the tribale for higher wages. Thev exnorted
ther to fight ageinst the Moneylenders and z.:ainet

tl.e rarascrent 27 ™recst Guardee.

By the end sf 1985, the Naxalites faced severe
police suppression. Thelr onenly mass based activities
were curtalled. As 2 result they went unlergrourd.

But, they contlnued to expand thelr tribval mass bhases

Thus, the more the government suporessed the
Naxalites, the more the moverent expanded 1in these
'three! districts- Both 'Bongress and Telugu Desan
Goverument used tine police to control the Naxalite
activities. Although the Welfare measures were anncunced,
as the main demand 'Lard to the tlller' was ignored by tae
Government. The welfare measures never reached the
trivals. As a result, the Naxalite Moverent contlnued
to exist in Andhra Pradesh. | |

In Next chapter, the Government response to thne
Naxalite Movement. Police-Naxal Confrontation (En-
counter Killings - retaliation by the Naxalites)

and changing strategies of Naxalite Groups will be

discussed.



CHAPTER = IV

“"GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE NAXALITE MOVEMENT®

PART - I

(1) Repressisn by the police.
(11) Different Acts passed by the Government
to Control Naxalites.
(111) Announcement of Welfare Programmes to

wean the people (malnly tribds) from
the Naxslite fold.

PART-~- 11
(1) Police - Naxal Confrontation

(11) Retaliation by the Naxalites
(killings of policemen)

PART - III

Changiﬁg'st';rat‘;egy of Naxalite Groups in
Andnra Pradesh (Post-Emergency Period).
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"The extremists (Naxalites) do not want anything
positive done to help the tribals... They are organicing
the Gonds."1

- The Chief Ministerof A.”. Apjelah after
- the trivals killing in Indravelli, on
20th April 19081.

The Andnra Pracdesh Government perceived the Naxalite
problem in 'two' ways. First, the Government assumed
Nexalites ac 'Extremicts' and Considered the Naxalite
problem as ‘Law and Order* problems. Secondly, the
Socio-ELONoMIC MALAISE
Government was also recognised,behind the Naxalite
violence and hence announced the welfare measures to

wean the people (ﬁainly trivals) from the Naxalite fold.

After the emergency the Naxalite Moverent in
Andhra ~radesh spread to the plailn area of Yarlmnagar
and forest areas of Adllabad snd East Godavarl (Yellaversm
and Rampachodavaram talukéé), Tne Naxalites took up the
méss activities 1ike, such as, (i) the struggle for higher

wages (for women and men) (ii) to increase patteros y early

1. Quoted from the Article R.Sreekumar(Police War gn
fribals in Andhra Pradesh" - Malnstream, May ©, 1081

Vole Xix D036, Pe7.
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payment (ii1) to occupy the land of landlords and also
waste and barren lands. Apart from tne above iscues they
solved all kinds of disputes 5f the local people and |
dispersed jJustice, in the peaple's court. These ~mass based
‘ activities on the one hand enhanced the liaxalitec fold
in Telangana areae. On the nther nand the Naxalite
activities brought conflict with the landlords, who were
the previously unchallenged Dora's in the village. M1
these resulted 1in violence. The increasing violence by
the Naxalites made the landords to worry snd to an-roach
the police and Goveraoment. With the help 7 onlice the
landlords wished to control the Naxalite activities.
For tnstance :- In Lothunur village of Jagityal taluk
Karimnagar,the people's court ordered thne landlord
8agar Rad to pay back the money, which he extracted from
the peasantse The landlord on the one hand agreed to pay
back the money on September 26th 1278. On the other
hand he had dlso informed the poslice. Unknowing this the
peasants (Ryth=Coolie Sangham members) gathered at
landlord's house to collect the Prdmised amount, when the
polic¢e arrived tension increased between the police ani
peasants, than police rescrted to open fire. One peresn
was killed, eight persons were injured 50 persons wvere
arrested. After this incident most of the male membersof

2
the veasant fa-il 1ies absconded from tne villages.

2 Kraoti -(Telugu Fortnightly) Edited, Primted znd
publi shed by L.S.N. durthy for CPI(k-L) Peop&e's War
Group publications, Guntur - 1-15-10-78 ?.7.lienceforth,

Kranti.
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On September 26th, 1278 Cnief Minister of Andnra
Pradesh, Chenna Reddy pleaded with the Naxalites to stop
the violence. He sald 'I do not have any contradiction
with thé kind of soclety as wanked by the the
Naxalites- The Naxalites in contrast criticlsed the
Chief linister saying that the Chlef Minister wanted

2
to cover the terror by the police.”

The Naxalites mass bace increaced in the villzges,
with the increacsing Naxalite activities, some nf the
landlord fled the villages and gettled in towns. 1In
contrast ¥0 of the landlords belonging ta the following
villages, Chinnametpalli, Borrapalli, Lottumur met Ghief
Minister?géquested to control the Naxallte activities-
The result was that the Chief Minister declared
Jagityal and Sireilla talukas of Karimnagar as a "disturbed
arcas" on 20th October 1973. Moreover he sald tnat it
will come into efféct from November 4th 1278 onwards-4
The promulgamation of disturbance§ Act 1948, gave wide

ranging povers to Head Constable or any higher officials

a.  Kraoti - 1-15-10-78 p-.15.

4. The Flames of peasant struggle ahlazed in ...the
Furrows and Furiosus" = A Brief history of Adikabad -
Karimnagar peesent loverent - Krantl Pub’ication-
Jan.1°281,p.42.
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of police to arrest people without trial and shoot witn-ut

warning-5

The Naxalite activities spread to the neighbouring
talukas of Karlmnagar district, indicating that the ‘
declaration of disturbed areas Act 1°48 didn't prevent
the Naxalite activitiec. The spreading of Naxalite
Movement brouzht the counter violence by the landlord
Goondas. The Goondas of landlords attacked the members of
the Rythu = Coolle Sanghamse The houseg of the members
of cargham were demolished. As a result of the terror by
the goondas of landlords, tre peasaata,Landlﬁss labnurers
absconded from the villages-6 In addition:ffhe name
of law and order; police resorted to the régressive methods
on the Sangham members. For example :- The police apbrested
the youth wha were particisated in "Go to the villages
campaign' in Adilabad district implicas ed than in falcse

7
Charges.

The Government organised the speciél police squads.
to contain the Naxalite éctivities- These special squads
went to the villages 1n disgulse, as bangle sellers, beggars,
peasants‘to get information about Naxalités- This didn't

5e Ashok Das = 'Naxalite Movement - I PWG Strategy
to win over masses - Hindusthan T imes (daily) 19.1.1990.

6. Kranti - 1-15-23-79 p.7.
7e Kranti. - 1-6’79, po?.



yleld much results. 3y Jure 12380 thie number of police
carmps were intencsified in Karlmnagar and A:dilabad,

policeren were alsy cancentrated in the forest areas-8

Below are glver tue lists of the police cstations
O
whicn were set up in the naxalite affected arcas.”

(with Additiosnal Frce).

KARINNAGAR
1) Jagityala, 2) Dharmapuri, 23) Roykal, 4) Chillwa Koduz,
5) Y¥etpalli, 6) Korutla, 7) Peddapalli, 8) Dnarrmapuram,
©) Ramagundam, 10) Pothkapalli, 11) Sulfanavosd, 192) Euzura-
bad, 12) Jammikunta, 14) Mulkanur, 15) Keshavanatnam
16) Husnab=zd, 17) Manthin1,18)/Kamanaur 19) Godavari,khani
(two police stations), 20) Kodimyala, 21) Karimnagar,
andrural police station, 22) sircilla, 23) Vemulawada,

24) Koneraospeta, 2%5) Mahadenpur.
aprLasapt©

1) Asifabad, 2) Chennur, 2) Utnoor, 4) Bellampally,
5) Luxettipeta, 6) Adilabad, 7) Khanapur, 8) Sirpur,

8) Mancheriyal 10) 3hibha, 11) Kagajnagar, 19) Mandamarri.

Additional to thls, in the villages alsc police
camps were ectablished. The villages are @
1) Wankhidi; ©2) Kawana, 2) Venkatapur, 4) Kondapalli,
5) Thapalpur, 6) Lingapur, 7) Raapelli, 8) Dhaba,

©) TIondravelli, 10) Thimma-ur, 11) Naganuram,12)Pipoaldhari.
8.  urepti Publication op.cit.  p. ¢

Q. Ibid - p.1110

11. Ibig - p.112.
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With increase in the numher ~f police stati-ns in
Adilavad and Varimnagar tencicn were reported to bve
increased between the nolice and the Naxalites. Tn thic
situation, the Adilabad Girijan?ﬁn@Uﬂié%is members to !
h-1ld its fifst district conference at Indravelll on
20th April 1°21. Non-tribzls alco wanted to hold tre
meetlng on the same day and same place. The police iscued
a prohivitory order, expecting violence. Inspite -f
banning orders the tribals gathered in large nwumbers
in the village: The police tried to stop the flsoded
of trne trinals. Ac the trives resicted, the tensinn
increased between the police and trives. Thics resulted
in police firing. According to police accounts 13 perscns
were killed. TIn contracst APCLC reported that, 60 persons
were killed in the shoot out. 3But, the actual tribals
killed 4n ¢the police firing were urknown. After that
incident, the @hief Minister Anjaiah anneunced 1 crore
rupees for trival welfare programmes, though he left
out the moct 1mportantfg?ﬂ€£e tribvals and Naxalites
f.e. 1land to the filler. .

As the Naxalite activities increased in the villages
of Karimnagars New police camps were set up im Beerpur,
Dhonthapur, (Jagityal taluk) Kandi Bhamana palli Ibrahinm-
patnam (peddapattl taluka). The police were ralded
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the villeges terror was also created amng thre villagers
to extract information zbout the Naxalite5o12 Maes
arrests and harrascsmert ~f arrected persons were

reported to be common, al=o seem to have extracted

the money from the arrested persons and left them out-13

The nolice adopted New strategy in Karimnagar.
That is,police kept the inforners in the villages to
gatrer information zbout the "axalites and their
activities. In=dition tne ~oliceren in disguise
infiltrated inﬁ5 villages, t2 get inforrmation about
Naxalite activities and put the Quectisns to thhe villagers.
The Questions like : In which way the Rythu - Boolie
Sangham Members came 9 the village? In which way
they are going out from the village? At what time
they will arrive? At what time they will leave? 1In
cage if the police failed to get the inforration, the
suppression methods were adopted. lMNostly - Youth were

the victims of police suppression.14

The Government organised the Anti-Naxalite police

12. Kranti - 1-9-1281 - p.15.
12. Kranti - 1-t2-1981 - p.13.

14. Kranti - 1-o-10281 - p.15.
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squades tc contain Naxalite activities. Wnen thne

Naxalite actilvities spread in (1930¢) to the East
Godavari district (Yellavaram, Ramapachadavaram talukag)
the gsuppression started on Girljans.

For Instance : On 26th Novenrber 1082 in East Godavari
dictrict of Kondamadalu village police opened fire on
Girijang. who gathered to harvest the crops from their
~occupled land of the landlord but SQW'?d by the Girijance.
Ton tiils incident 'two' Girijancs, namely, ¥unium Ramulu,

[
FMedakam, Laxmé&iah were killed. 12 percsonc were arrested-1”

Trom 1978 to 1°82% e Bongress Government o f Andhra
°radesh: used thie both police and welfare :easures to
contaln Naxalite activitiec. Because?g:1lure of the
welfare programmes to reach up to the poor people, it

failed to contaln the movement.

Tn 1983 Legislative Asserbly elections Congress(I)
was defeated and Telugu Desam 2arty, founded and led by
Actor-turned-politician N.T.Rama Rag came to powere.
During the elections in election speeches N.T. Rawma Rao
praised the Naxalites as "True patriots® (Deshabakthulu)
and Friends of the poor, who have taken a wrong path to

achieve the Right end. After N.T.Rama Rao becoring of

15. Kranti - 22-12-1282 - p.20.
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the Chief Minister of Andnra Pradesh, the Nexalites
criticiced him as a class enemy and the Telugu Jecam
party as a landlord's party. tence Chief Ninister
apparently resorted to tne more suppressive methods

than Congress(I) Chief lMinisters.

Chief liinister N.T.Rama Rao followed 'two' policy
intlatives to contain the Naxalites. The firct one was

declaring economic war against Naxalites. TIhe s ecand
—

one was lncreasing the police campe ard giving adcitional
—

powers to them.

Chief Minlister, rama Rao Natlonalicsed the Tendu -
leaves (used in beedi making). That is the Gorvernment
took over the Tendu 1ea§es trade from the private
merchants who Wwere exploiting the trivals giving less
money for their work in the collect?on::f tenda leavese.
The trivals béganléo get higher wages.16 To squeeze the
economic source bf Naxalites, the Government dicspersed
the liduor trade among large number of people covering

small territories. Thus the Naxalites somehow lost their

main source o f money as a blg donations from the contractors

16. Celokecwara Rao "Politics - The People'cs War
Group (PWG) a formidable force."

- Times of India, Jan. S5th 1290.
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who controlled big territories and who were tne

mainstay of Naxalites.17

Chief Minicter Raua Reo also increased the

police camrg itn  Naxalite intensified areas.

Table T

Tables I and II showg tie police camps which

were set up during the Crief lMinistership of N.T.Rama Rao..

Police-Camps in Karimnagar District

{by the August 1982)

Name o f the Police camps 1o t he villages

taluka - i -

Jagityal 1) Jaivapeta 2) Gopalpur 3) Tummenala
4) Jaina 5) Bheerour 6) Rechepelli
7) Dontapur 8)Upoumedige ©) Katlekunta

Metpalli 1) Joginapalli 9) Medapuram 2) Chittapur.
4) Valgonda.

vanthinod 1) MNallenalli  2) Tadicherla 2) Peddthundla
4) Chinna Godela 5) Machupeta.

pefdapalli 1) Kalwa Sriramparam 2) Kunaram

Sultansbad 1)sultanour 9) Vadlapur Z) Wanaparthy
4) Kounraopeta

‘Huzurabad 1) Guduru 2) Keshwapur 3) Kanukala Gldda
4) lianikyapur 5) Kotthagattu

fiugrabad 1) Janagsaon

Vemulawada 1) Dumnala 2) Marriwaddla.

Source: From Kranti - Telugu Fortnightly - CPI(K-L)

17. Ivid.

People's War Group Publications 1-9-1982 - p.C.
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Tsble - 1T

Police Camps in Adilabad District

by the Aucuct 17°83)

- - [,

Name of the Police camos in thie vill-;es

haluka e e e

Chennur 1} B ahbaricnelaka 2)‘?ajram

Ni{maal 1) Daxanara Zrania

Khanapur 1) Pembl 2) Bircalpeta 2) Khanojipeta
Wankhidi 1) Khannana 2) Indhani RN
Adilabad 1) Ratnapur 2) Kothagudem 2) KOSamii
Peruur - 1) Jilleda. .

Source : Kranti -Telugu Fortnightly,
CPI (i1i-L) People's War Group
- Publicatisns = 1-2-1082 = p.2.
During the Chief Ministership of Rama Rao also
vwarked by Police suporessisn. The raids on villages,
mass arrests, torture in the jails to extract the
information about “axalites countinued. In Jagityal
taluk, Allipur, Kietamneta, Upoumadige, Ayodhya,
Dharma-jipeta, Pembatla, Chinnamettapalll villages
Anti-llaxalites went in disguise ag Naxalites to get
inforuation zbout Naxalites and sald to the villagers,
vWe are brothers (Memu Annalam) we are Naxalltes
(lemu Kaxalites) come we will arrangeagbe meeting.
Although, the police went in disguiseANaxalites to

the villages, this didn't yield any resulise it.c
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fallowed mass arrects torture in jails ani they were

released a‘ter helng forced to pav bribes-18

Chief Minister N.T.Rama Rao requested the Central
Government for 4,000 Central Recerve police force (2
battalions of CR?F ). 7The Centre send 1 battalion T
CRPF to the Andhra ®radesh. It wag stationed at forect

10
areas to combat Naxalite activitiese. Chief Finister,

was also requected Central Government ¢ to sanctionof
of
22 crores,rupees financial assistance to modernise

the police macninery.Z®

In Adilabad (taluka) Government started a
- satnala dam project 'six' years ago for irrigatisn. The

dam would have submerged. tne villages Toyaguda, Mediguda,
Jamini, Mangurla. Without paying compensatisn to ttue
villagers, the dam work was started. Wnen t his work started,
the trinals of the village went to thed am site with

the procession demanded the compensatisn. They obstracted

the work, until the payment of compencs=tion.

18. Kranti -'15-7-1933, Ppe17,18.
10. Kranti - 12-2-19284, p.23.
20. Kranti - 1-3-1984’ po1o
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Tﬂé Government send a SOO-police force »n March
10th 1282 to stop the tribal agitatiosn for compensatisn.
The police were dispersed into batcnes ralded the Toyaguda,
Jamini, lediguda, Vamldiguda, Chelluru, Lakshipuram,

Pippéldhani, Satnala villages. len, women children |
were heaten. Women were dragged from tthe houses and beaten.
The Gond trivals pronerty was lootede. The tribals who
escaped the beatings were chacsed unto the gatnala Canal

and caught ther 1in the can-l (at work »nlace) and b eaten

21
them upto the felling of unconscisucnesse.

When the Questiodsvvere asked the Chief Minister
abzut the excessive police raids and the torture of the
tribalsy Chief Minlster Rama Rao evaded the answers,
further asking the questions that 'Why the poor people
doesn't have good facilities like upper classes? What
nappend t5 our Indepeddence? Is it a social Justice?

asking these questions he evaded the answers.22

Even with this sévere répression by the police,
the Naxalites gave a open support tos the N.T .Rama Rao,
when he was removed on 16th August 1984 by the Governer
Ramlale.

This open supvort didn't change the N.T.Rama Rao's

o°¢. Kranti - 1-4-1284, pn.2,3.
99.  Kranti - 1-8-1985 = p.5.
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policy towards Naxalltes after becouwlng Chief Kinister
second time in 1985« 1In fact, it started more suppression
tharever. The '8pecial Task Force' an armed policemen
was created. To tackle the underground Naxalite activitiles
in forest areas a specidlly trained para military ¥drce ~
called 'GREYHOUNDS' ereated. 'The Terroriet and Disrustive
(Prevention) Act (TADA) was promulgated in the Naxalite

arcase.

In East Godavari »olice - cam»s were increaced
in 'axalite - affected talukas of yellavaram and Ram~—
vachadavaram. The raids were increased on the Girijan
hanlets, oproperty was looted, houses were demolished
and girijans were kept 1in the jails, tortured for
Naxalite information. Another cruel act was mass rape

23
of tribal women.

23, Krantl - 1-8-1985, p.5.
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Table IIf gives tne account of the police 1ics

Yellavaram and Rampachodavaram talukas of Eact

Godavari district.

(by the July 1°35)

Name »f the

. ~— o—— .

Police brings in the villazes

Jaddangi 2 ) Konalora 3) s.Vaidipalem

taluka
Yellavaram 1)
4) Duscharthi
Eamga- 1) Y.Ramavaram 2) Jangala Thota
“hodavaran 3) vathangt 4) 2idatha 5) Mami-=i
6) Inddupalem 7) Kakavada 8) Karedumillu
9) Geddada 10) Doralankavalem
11) OJevipatnam 12) Dharagadda
13) Pathakota.
{(The villazes with additional force).
1) Rajaramanangi 2) Addataegala
3)

Rampachodavaram.

Ssurce : From Kranti, Telugu Fortnightly
CPI(¥~L) People's War Grou?
Publication - 1-8-1985, p.5S.
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The suppressisn and torture hecame mre an3i nore>
in Naxalited affected Telangana areas, Printkng press
belonging to the Naxalites (CPI M-L pesple's war groupd)
and its sympathisers were raided. The »arty publications
Krantl ‘Telugu) proletariat line (English) were not able
to publish becaise af police restrictions-24 The
Government also baunned the meetings and conventions of all
Naxalite front organisations like Jana Natya 1 andalil
and Radical student organisation. Even they tried t»
hald tne weetinge witn the court permiccinn, t he police
prevented trem by stopplng all buses and trains or getting

proanibitory orders 1ssued.25

With this, Naxalites curtalled thelr open mass-
baced activities, went underground. Their mass base
remained. The police alco launched the culturel offencive
against the Naxalites.to wean thre people from the
Naxalites fold. From the 'Surabhi' theatre group and
Denartment of culture, the Government created a dram
troupe. The troupe'two' years toured the villages and
highlighted the Naxalite double standards through burra
kathas,oggu kéthas (song and plays and talking dolls

26

(Bommalata) . This alsgs failled to control the'mass.base

of the Naxalitese.

24 . Ashok Das-"A.P.Naxalite Movement-I ?WG:Strategy to win
over masses.* = Hindusthan Times 12.1.1920.

95 Ibid.
26. Tobide.
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PART - II

POLICE - NAXAL CONFRONTATTON

Popt-emergency nerlod saw the increasiné vio-
lence by the folic®_ and Faxalites. Malnly, 1t increased
‘rom 1°25. The main cauce of tensinsn and violenée
between the police and Naxalites was an 'Incounter
killings." The Lncounter killings have been raicsing
since 1935+ According to APCLC (Andnra Pradesh. Civil
Iiberties Commlttee) thece were 'Fake Encsunters' 'who
killed 1n the encounters, snly few were Maxalites, otrers
were tribals, peasants and Agricultural Labsurers
picked up from the villages and cshot dead nr asking them

run and chot dead.!

From 1284 onwards Naxallte also started killing
the policemen for retaliation o f encounter deaths. The
police officizls killed by the Naxalites were from
the rank of constables to District cu~erintendent of
wolice. Other swift in the police-Naxal c:nfrontatisn
was whenever‘the police officials killed, 4dn retaliation
trne APCLC Comm{ttee members or its sympathisers were

killed.gz For instance : On Septemmber 2, 1985 a sub-ire pector

27 K.3alagopal "Chenna Reddy's springz", Economic
and Political weekly, vole. xxv N3.12, Mharch 24,
1020. Pe
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of Kazipet police cstation (Jarangal district) wae
murdered right on the platf-ru of Vagzipet railway
Junctlon by the Naxalites. The next day September, 23,
1025 Dr. A.Ramanadham, 7ice-President of Andhra “radesh
Civil ILiverties Committee (A™CLC) was murdered. On
Sen~terber 7th 1285 in Peddapalll taluka »f varimnagar,
by the Naxalites in the office. Within a few hours,
Japa Lakshama Reddy, the office bearer 2f APCLC was

murdered.

From 1985 onwards undeclared war ctarted between
the Naxalites and police, Karimnagar and Acilabad diestricts
became 'War Zones'. The tension between the Naxal ites
and the police created terror amng thé people. The
worst sufferers of thiS'Eerror was innocent people

sugpected by both police and Naxalites. To quote Ashok Das:

"The state policy followed by CRPF declared
awar and what followed was police Khaki terror vis-a-vis
Naxal'es red terror, in which several hundred MNaxalites
and policemen were killed. Ibwever, the worst sufferefs

8
were innocent people sugpected by the warring parties-"2

e
Naxalites chopped off the limbs of people of belng
police informerse. Whereas police resorted to encounter

" killings. The police also used a new conceot 'Missing'.

28. Ashok Das - 'A.F. - Naxalite Movement - I PWG:
Strategy towin over masses". Hindusthao Times-
12-1-12¢0.
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police »ick u» peonle from cusHected of Naxalite lean’tgs
and after tiag, they simply disafp;oear.‘;‘O Trne sushected
of being given shelter to the daxalitesgs, faced tre
wrath of police. Asparently, 2,000 tribal %oucec

| . burct down during 1°34-82, 00 1o :ccs
of peacant activities were derolishcd in Karimnagar,
2,140 persons most of tir.er were tribvals, werc nut
into jails, under tre terrorist and disruptive
activities (prevertion) Act(?adq). 20 Nexalite acti-

vis{ ¢ ttiree' »f them yrung zirls were 'miscing' frou
0]

)

p3lice cuctody-.

20, Toid.
30. Ke3alagopal, opscit. Do
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Table IV glve account of the Encourter killings.

Table IV

Statictics of Encounter Killings in A4A.F.

Perind year Encounter
killings

Pre-Emergency 450 -
period
Post-EBEmergency 1980 7
period

1281 5

1082 4

1083 2

1984 -

1085 24

1086 20

1087 20

1088 592

198¢ 50

Source : Andhra Pradesh Civil liverties
Comrittee report (APCLC).
"Right to 1life in NIR's tndhra -
Encounters as State police -
December 10,1988 (1282, Number acquired
frow K.Calagopal's “Chenna Reddy%s Soring"

Economic and Political Weevly voleyxv No.19
March 94,1000.



Table V give account of the policemen

killed by the Naxalites.

Table V

A Tally of Policemen.killed by the ivaxalites

Year

1024

1985

1026

1e87

T —

- e———

district noe.of total Rank

police-

men

killed s
flyderabad 1
Tisskhanatnam 1 - 2 2~Constablec
Karimnagar a
Adilabad _ 1 3-8ub-Inspectors
Warangal 2 6 2-Constables
Nizamgbad 1 2-Constables
Warangal ‘ ,-2 1-Cif¢1e-Inspector
Karimnagar 1 4 1-Deputy Superintendent

' of police
(Rural) :

Visaknhapatnam 11 1-Circle-Ingpector
Adilabad 10 ' 9-Sub-Inspectors
Warangzal 2 : E-Head-Congctable
Nizar.abad 1 17-Constables
Karimnagsr 1 25

Source : From the Tllustrated Weekly of India
(Weekly magazine)
January 24, 1088, p.13.
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Tn an encounter killing very few Naxalites
were killed. Most of them were peasants, Tribvals
and unknown personse. For ihstance ¢ According to
ACLC,in 1288 out of the 52 persons killed in en-
counters, only 13 were ldentified as a Naxalites
activicsts, 17 vwere tribals, 8 were peacants, 7 belonged

to assorted dategory and the Nature of 7 1ig not knawn.31

Chief lMinister N.T.Rama Ras, also perceived
the serisus socio-economic rcasons, behind the malaice.
After Allampally outrage in Adilavad, on 18 Auguct 1087,
10 policeren were killed 1n an ambush by the Naxalites;
{egple's war Groun) Chief Minister annsunced a
multi-crore nackage aimed at removing the inequalities
and bringing in rapid development 4n Adilabad district,
whicn considered a fortress of Nau(a‘lit:es-:32 He promised
to declare Adilabad as - a welfare district. He also
promised restoration of tribal lands from the Non-
trivals who had taken awayewéhe TAS officer C.VeSeKe
Sharma, who earned the goodwlll of the tribals, who
earlier worked as a project officer for Integrated

Tribal Development Agency (TADA) was posted as a Collector,

21. APCLC Report - "Right t- 1life in N.T.R.'s
Andnra Bncounters as a state policy" Dec.10,1288.

22. Ashok Das, @p.cite.



: alion 23
to proner lmnlement, of the welfare nrogrammes.~*

Chief
Minister also announced emnloyment for trival youth

to wcan the tribals from the Naxalites fold. Two
thiousand posts of policemen and teachers were created,
exclusively for tribal ysuthe Thepe was a good response
for the teachers jobs and the r esponce for police jobs

34
was poore.

Naxalites also launcned a vigorous campaign to
convince the tribals that, the annou:ncement of the
employment programme was to create discord among the
trivals and threatened ydungmen againcst anpearing in

5

the tests for police jo‘os.:3 Seven trinal boys were

kidnapoed by the Naxalites, when they applied for jobs

in the police force.aé'

Chief Mionister N.T.Rama Rao féced the politicael
pressure of the powerful landlords lobby. This forced
the Chief Minister, to transfer the district collector
C.v.s.K.Sharma,'out 2f the distriqt within a year and

33. Tvid.

34. Ashok Dag - "A.P. : Naxalite Novement-II.Demands
exceeds Government concessions%e Hindusthian
Times = 20+1.1990.

35. Itig.
36. C.Iokeswara Rap: Politicg : The People'cs War Group

(PW3) - a forrmidable force" Times of Indla
1.5.14090.
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the whole plan favourable to the tribals was ahandoned. "’

Even while the Naxalites went underground they
continued to extend their tribsl bvase. In 183, the
Adilabad district was hit by a cevere drought dus
to a peculiar conmbiratiocn of torpential raine in the
South-West monsoon and »ractically no raincs 1in the north-

eact monsoon.

This disught created more miserable situation
to already existing abysmal poverty. The daily wages of
whole family 1s not sufficient for one tlme meal. The
trivals ucsed to eat tubers a poilscnous roost collected
fror the forest. In this situation. Moneylenders refused
to lend the money for tribvals. Because of thiec Naxalites
organised raigds with the starved tribvals, upon the
bouses and snops of tracders and Moneylenderes living in
towns and big villages-3

The first rald foak place at the village of Pembi
in Khanaour taluk on 21st October 1°88. After that there
havevbeen ralds at ngchikalpeta, Thocam, Jainath, Talmaddi,

7. Ashok Das, Ovnecite, 12.1.1900.

38. K.Balagopal "Drought and TADA in Adllabad®
Economic and Political Weekly, November 25,198¢.
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Rajura and Dandapall villages as well as few other
30

places across the border in Naharastra.”
In each raid about 200 tz 200 tribals accompanied

by armed Naxalites raided the houses of moneylenders

and took away the money as well as some of}the pawned

articles. They raided the shops of gain dkalers and

took away rice and jowar. They mided the houses and

shops of traders of all varicties. They took away

iteme like money, clothes, jewellery anything they could

lay thelr hands on.40

With these raids the voverty-stricken Adilavad

- district was again set with an explosive situation.

'  F1ve additional battalions of Central Reserve Police

Force (CRﬁFD arrived to crackdown the Naxalites.41

The situation changed rapidly, with the debaclke
- of Telugu Desam Party ip 1989 November Legislative
Assembly eélections as the Congress(l) came to power,
Chenna Reddy became the Chilef Minister with this sitdation
was improved with the uhderstanding between Naxaliteé and the
Government.(But at any time the situation may become

'revérse to the past).

3. Ivid.

40. Ivia.

41. P.V.Thomas, Adilabad on Volcano" - Police-Naxal. .
L Confrontation-I, Newstime - 13.11.1983.
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PART - TII

CHANGING STRATEGY OF NAXALITE GROUPS IN ANDERA PRADESI

Immediately after the emergency, the main Naxalite
factlons led by Kondapalli Seetha ramaiah later némed
in 19280 as a 'people's War Group' and anothcr factions
led by Chandra Pulla Reddy changed thielr strategles of
Anninhilation prlicy. Both these groups recognised, the
Annihilation policy alicnated the masses from the
struggle and they t ried to expand the mass base. The
differences arised betweeh these 'two' groups on the

question of participation of electoral politics.

Chandra pulla Reddy Group participated in Electoral
politics to estzblish its base in the masses. In 1078
Legislative elect;pns, the Chandra Pulla Reddy Group
contested and also won one seat of 'Yellandu' in
Khammam district. Still Yellandu is a safe seat of CPI(M-L)
Pyla Vasudeva Rao Group the Split away from Chandra Pulla
Reddy Groupe The won the Yellandu Coustituency, fourth

time in 1289 November Legislative elections.

In 1284 the Chandra Pulla Reddy Group split. A
New faction led hy Pyla Vasudeva Rao, also particivated
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in €lectoral politicc.e The recaction for split 4n the
Chandra Pulla Reddy group, according to them, was a
dicsagreement over the functisning 5 f the India - China
friendskip society.42 The Chandra Pulla Reddy, group
left the Yellandu seat to the °yla Vasudeva Rao Groaup.
Chandra Pulla Reddy Group partici-mated in 128c Legislative
Asserbly elections, won a New 'circillatl seat in

Karimnagar.

Thesge 'two!' groups abondoned tne violence except
in unavoldable situation with other groups mainly
people's war Group and sometimes with the police 1in
forest areas. They participated in electoral politics
without abondoning the armed squadse Because ultimate
aim of Naxalite Groups is to overthrow fhe present pslitical
system through the armed strugglee. According to thece
Groups, participating‘in elections 1s to propagate the
agrarian Revolution and remove of the 1lluslons about

the elections.
To quote the Naxalite ieader oyla Vasudeva Rao words :

Qur party participated in the elections to propagate

the agrarian reﬁolutionary prbgramme and Emove the iIlusiqns

—

Sm———-

42.  Shantha Sinha - "Mapists in Andhra Pradesh" -
aramanaPUblications, - Delhi - 19282, p.281.
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people have about the elections."48

Participating in c¢lectoral politics is a significant
change in the strategy of CP Groun and Pyla ¥asudeva
RaoGroup, which can be easily ahsorbed into the

Democratic Soclety.

Another_Naxalite Group led by Kondapalli Seetha-
ramaiah, named as 'people's war group' in 19380, continued
the violence even after the emergency although they say
that, they abondoned of the pre-Emergency strategy of
annihilation policy-44 | They are agalnst the participation
in electoral politics. They gave a call of “boycott
elections.» They didn't believe 1n electoral politics.
According to PWG : 'The Elections were fraud, and do

not represent a true will of people.!

Gaddar, Jana Natya Mandali member says why the

peoplets war Group is not participating in electiong : -

43. Quoted from "The Illustrated Weekly of Indla%
Intervievw given by the Pyla Vasudeva Rao to
the Venu Menon.
"The Illustrated Weekly of India" - Jan. 24,1988.

44. Letter writteo by the M.XKoteswara Rap, Forest
Committee Member CPI (M-L) Peopke's War Group
deniell the Continuation of the Annihilation policy.
I1lustrated Weekly of India March 13, 1988
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"Electiong were fought on money and not on
peoplets faith and extraneous factors like goondaism

- decide electoral politics-'45

The violence continued by the 'Peoplets War
Group' caused the police suppression on Naxalites. Tbto
1984 police used the force¢ to suppress the Naxalites.
From 1984 onwardc started vlolence agalnst the police
started killing policemen for retalistion of rising
Encounter deaths. The Naxalites (PWG) started & Few
strategy of 'Kidnapoings' to counter the sunpression
of police. The kidnappings include pretty Goveranment
officisls, police constahles, Mandal parishad Chairmen
and even top I.A.S. (Indian Administrative Service)
officials.

The Firgt 'Kidnaéping' took place in November
1984 when revenue divisisnal officer of East Godavari
‘was held hostage by People's War Group members who released
him only after therelease of the Naxalite under the police
custody « : |

45. Quoted from the Interview given by the Gaddar
to the XK.F.Sunil.

The Tllustrated weekly of India - March 25,1290.
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The second kicdnapping took place on 27th Decemﬁer
1987 at Gurithedu village 1n East Godavari district.
Naxali tes Kidnapped 17 Subordinated steff members and
tep Te.A.S. officials includes a M.V.P.C. Sastry, the
District Collector of East Godavari District and
S.R. Sharankan a principal secretery to the state

Government.

The Naxalites released the officials and subordi-
nate staff only after thelr demands were met by the
Government i.e. releace of seven Naxalites. This incidence
gave publicity to the Najalites and gave them an up-er-
hand against the Govervment. Then series of kidnapoings
took placé; Police const%@es, and presidents of Mandal
preje parishad were kidnapped. In May 1¢8%, 8ix Mandal
Prajz Parishaed Presidents were kidnapned by the
Naxalitese One of them Malhar Rao of Karimnagar dicstrict
was killed by the Naxalites.?® To seve another Mandal
Praja Parishad President K.V.N. Gunta, Chief Minister
N.T.Rama Rao accepted the Naxalite demand
to rbuilld the Naxalite ﬁembrials in Mahabubnagar dicstrict
which was derolished by the police.??

46. A Prabhakara Rao "Naxal Kldnappings : Legacy
of NeT«.Re." Patriot, Jarn.2, 1990.

47« Tvid.
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The Chief Ministersof Maharastra, Madhys Pradesh,
Orissa and Karnataka Governor urged the Chief Minicter
Rama Rao not to re-build the memorisls and ‘succumb to
the blackmall tactics of the Naxalites'. Chief VMinister
Rama Rao replied to them @

"We are adopting a policy to suit our own
conditions under particular circumstances; we went win

over the Naxalites with love-"48

But later, when 'two' police constables were
kidnapped 1in Warengal district Chief Mimister refused
to accept the Naxalite demands. The 60,000 strong police
officers Assoclation leaders urged Chief Minicter to
save the lives of 'two' police constables, who even
didn't belong to the Anti-Naxalite squads. Chief
Minister dldntt respond.¥hen policeman, themselves in
disguise of '"rojabandhus'! (friends of people) kidnapped
Balagopal the Geperal-Secretary of Andhra Pradesh
Civil Liberties Committee (a ¥nown friend of the Naxalites)
and threatened fb ki1l him 1f the 'two' con-tables
were not relessed within stipula‘ted time; than Naxalites

released the police constables.49

_490, Ibid’
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Along withthe kidnappings, Naxelites started
destroying the Government property (public propert-).
Railway Stations, Mandal Revenue offices, Telephnne
exchanges, R-T.C. (P0ad Transport Corporation) Buces
(13 buses), Microwave Stations and timber denots werc

went in ﬂames.SO

"

e

7
The destruction of public prooerty worth /lakis

of Ruoees, caused inconvinkence to the rublic, Tt

costed the public symnhathry of Naxalites.

The situation changed rapidly. The debacle of
Telugu Desam Party in 1282 November Leglslative elections,
the Congress(I) came to power. Once again Chenna Reddy
became a Chief Minlster of Andhra Pradesh. He invited

them for talks and conceded most of thelr demands.

Naxalipgs came to the surface from underground,
as theirng%ands'wére accented. Now, they are
trying to build mass base of people have started using
previous methods like dispensing justice in pesplets court?1

S0, A.PeR.5.uPublication: 'A.P.R.5.U.: A Glorious saga
of students ctruggle : Radical ctudent Movement
Forges ahead undetterred.
- Andhra Pradesgh Radical Students Union Publication.
November 1989, p.137.

51. Speclal Correspondent - "N=xglite Way of Justice".
Indian Express, April 3, 19°0.
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and land occupation fromthe landlords and distrivbuting
arong the landless poor people to get mass bacse and
public sympathy?z But at any Yme the cituatlon ray

reverse to the past of viclerce anc killings.

om
N
.

Cs Lokeiwara Rao ¢ Naxglites are popular becaucse
they distribute land: Times of India : July 2,1200.
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CORCLUSTON

The Telangana Armed struggle at the t ime nf
Independence (1947-51) gave a impetus to the Srikakulers
Girijan Moverment in Andhra "radech. Apparently,
the Girijan Moverent (1967) ir Srikakuler by the CPTI(V-L)
gave a Impetus to gpread of the Naxalite lMovenent

to T elangana areca of Andhra Pradesh.

| Tn 1970s Naxalite Moverert was In the 1n?tial
steges 1n Adilebad, Karimnagar and East Godaveri,
while later in 1S80¢ it engulfed the entire Adilabad,
Karimnagar and F™rest areas of Yellavaraw and Rampa-
chadavaiam Talukas of East Godavari. The Naxalite
Movement became a wass movement and hence Government
was unable to suppess - eirer: with the sorhicticated
police machinery. (Special Tack Force, Anti-Naxalite
Squads and Grey bounds)-' Both Congress(l’.)' and Telugu
Decar government's;v used the polic_e force to supress
the Naxalite movement, the more suppressionof the
Naxalites by the Government forces, the more intensi-
fication of Naxalite activities and spread of the

Naxalite Moverente.

The increasing activities of Naxzlites caused
much trouble to the Government of Andhra Pradesh. Even

Chief Minister N.T.Rame Rao (1¢82-82) threstened the
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Naxalites by saying that he w11l be ordering bombing

of tﬁe Naralite affected areas. lowever he was

a.dvv'ls.ed thaet aerial borbting in the state 1s a central
prerogative-1 Consequently, the horrendous police
suppression on the Naxalites and the pescple who supported
thiem 1.e. peacants, Agricultural Landless Labourers

and the poorect, the mocst powerless trihalse.

Thougt:, Naxalites went to underground they
continued to get mass supmort of people. Hence the
Covernpment 1s failed te contain the movement. The

reasons for the mass sunnort of the Naxalite Movement

are @
1) The seploms soclo-econonric conditions of

| trinralse.
1) The ruthless exploitation of the trivals by

the Nen-tribals, who trapped the tribale land
by employing all fraud and 1illegal methods.
‘114) The brutzl police force used by fhérﬁovernment-
iv) Bxploitation ¢ f the tritals by the petty
officials. Mainly, the Forest offlcials from
Chaukidars (watchmen) and dafedars to rangers
regarded the tribals as 'milch cow' to be
robbed at w111.2 Even the censuswallah
collected.the money illegally i.e. 50 pelse

1. Saeed Nagvi "Chenna Reddy and Naxalites"®
Patriot(Daily) Jan 2, 1990,

A By Correspobdents -1 Another Mascacre of tribals'-
Economic and Political Weekly,May 2,1981..,706.



-145-

from each trival honsenold for the privilage

of recording their'names ag citizens of India.®

v) The Teaudalictic exploitation of landlords
(Forced Lahour) and their authority, concen-
tration of the land in the hands of landlords, *
the attrocities cammitted by the landlords omn

women of lower sectionsge.

In Adilabad, e ven after the 40 years of
Independence of India, the tribals live in Abysmal
poverty. Tne tribals still eat the poisnesus root
collected from the forest to £U11£111 thelr stomach.
starvation and illeteracy became a part of their
lives = (literacy 5% azong men 3% among women). It isg
tre trivals, who were rocst influenced by the Naxalitecs,
who promised to protect ther: from thée exploitation.
Congress I or Télugu Desam Governﬁents falled to stop
the exploitation o f the trivals. The Governments
announced several trihal welfare programmes but it
was never implemented properly. The benefite of
welfare programmeg never reached tre trivals. On
the other hand, the welfare programmeg fattened the
politicians and petty officials at the cost of triv=ls.
Chief Minister N.T.Ramé Rao €1982-82) announced the

3e Tvid.
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multi-crore rupees welfarc programmec in 1987 to wean
avay the trivals from the Maxalites folcd. ile alge
promiced to change the Adilahad dictrict ac a model
district of Andhra Pradesh. But within a year tre
entire plar was abandoned due -"to prescsure from the

lardlords lobhy.

In contract, the Naxalites who were under the
influerce of elusive borrowed revolutionary ¥ceolopy
criticised the Government as a 'tourgecisie and exploi-
tative'!; whenever tre Government -annourced the wel fare

programmes ard tried to implement.

The important positive results of Nazalite

Moverent are -

€1) The increase of wages from Rc. 1 to Rge 7 for
women .
(11) Tacrease of wages from Rs. 2 to Rs. 12 for men.

(111) The increace of yearly payment of palers from
Rs. 600/= t2 Rz. 2,800

(iv) The attitude in nature of the oporessed peaple
wag ckhanged from submissive to the que stioning
of 1andlords arthority io the villeges, where
the Naxalites were active. As amsult sgome of

the landlords fled from the villages and they
settled 1n Townse
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The Negative finmpact of tlie Naxalite Momemént

were :-

(1) The severe sunoression ocn the peonle who
sun-orted the Naxalites.

(11) The t ribal worer were mass r apec.

(111) "he tribale housec were burnt and demoliched.
(1iv) The trivals were beater and tortured in the
jails and implicated in tre ' false' chargec.
(v) The tribals were under tre grip of fear from
| trhe Khaki terror (police terror) vics-a-vic éai wrror

(Naxalite terror ) -

Thie fear, angulsh, d&éappointment and pain
are clearly expressed in tunewnrds of Gond Tribval
leader 8iddam Maru Macter (Secrctarvy of the Ral Gond

Seva Caritai)s

] *The trihvals had been hunted out from hamlets
to hamlets bfrlandlordsAand forest nergonnel who
exnlolts them upts the hllt. There was mbhody
srotect the tribal rights.Waencver they United, they
were crushed under the boots of the police. Bayonets
and bullets were the reply to the trival protestse.
Then care. the Naxalites. It crzated New problems
after toe inltial s tages. I'ie police and the Naxalites

made the triral hamlets their battlefields. Innocent
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trivals are scared of btoth the police and the

Nayalltes.w?

In recent days mainly from 1287 when $the suppreszisn

incrcased, an encounter deathrs mounted, Naxalites |

also started killing o f the po-r policemen for the
retaliatisn of encounter deaths. They resorted to
'k1dnapoings! and other activities like vurning of

the R.T.C. buses (12 buses), Rallway Stations and

Telerhone exchanges Wpich cansed inconvinance to the

nuhlic. This costed nublic support =nd symnathy of

Yavalites.

On tae other hand, the Naxalites under the
influence of their i1llusisnary revolutisnary Ideology
Justified thneir activities as a part of thelr revo-
lutionary programme besides some of the benefits to
the oppregssed people. The ultimate alm of the Naxaliltes
1s to armed overfhrow of the presént political system
and establish a communist state. The aim of the Naxalites
1s very difficult t» be achleved for the fvllowing
rcasonse | o '

(1) Indian Army is powerful.
(i1 The Naxalite Yovement is pot all India based.

It confined to the remote and forest areas,

4. - D,V.Thomas "ISIBALL m Tue swadw or fé- Police -
Naxal Confrontation = IIv Nesctime €¢Daily)
14.11.1288.
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(iv)

(v)
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whichi 1s sultanle for Guerilla activities

and there 1s also no link with the vrvhan centrese.

The Guerilla activities by the Naxalites caused the
alienation from the masses. |

The split in the Naxalite Group is a mailn
tchellss heal _ (weakness) of the Naxalite Movement.
Not ongy splits‘éﬁong the Nadalites GroubPs

but also clashes, killings and blaming each

other axgng the Naxalite Groups.

Since tbé Naxalite movement are based on

chinese successful revolutionary leader Mao-Tse-~
Tung's thought. Here in India the conditians

and system are totally different from the
Chinese situation. China is a feandalistic
society with the dyhamic’leadership of neacantry
social exploiﬁation and war condltions against
Japan fbrcéd them to participate in the Chinese

Revolution. In contracst, India 1s Indenendent,

~Secular, Multi-linguistic and Multi-Cultural,Multi-reli-

-&oud
society. In addition the caste system which

prevailed in Indias devides the people hierarchi-
@lly. All these factors were unfawourable for

mass based Naxalite Movement in this country.
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| (vi) To obtain the mass support some of the Naxalite
grouns have changed thelr strategles. That 1s
they denounced the violent methods but adopted
‘ the parliamentary path, i.e. participating

in elections.

Thus, Naxalites falled to convince Indian
people that vYpower flows from /1;‘ne barrel of the
‘gun'.@n the other hand, people are used to

electoral politics than the revolutionary violence.

Moreover, the Naxalite Movement 15/ aresult of
the failure of Indian Demcrac;,; to reach upto the most
exploited and powerless people. The problem of unemploy-
ment diversified the youth to Radical politics and
becauge of unending exploitation the poor pesple found
the Naxalites. Land problems ig the orime factor in
Naxalit'e, Movement. So Land Reforms Ac_t_”should be properly
implemented. Tt is the responsibllity of the Government
to remove these soclo-economic malaise and end to the
exploit'ation of man by the man.. Unless, the Indian
Democracy reaches to the poor people 1.e., justice*tocgfzasﬁoij:;j

the every citizen of India, the Naxalites always try to
fulfill the vaccum of Demcratic fallure.
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