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ERERACE

Keeping in view the requirenents of resecrch
on gtudent polities, the present work secks to study
the dymanico 0Ff gtuden ¢ behaviour, thelir poilitical
deliefs end values with enmphasis on theip ideolopieal:
oricntations |

In the first chaptep,en attemnt has been made
to §dentify the varlous iseuss considered central
to the understanding of student behaviour and also
to 1dentify the various sooiel forces that have a
bearing on the aecademic miiteu,

The ceeond chspter deals vith the nsture of
student movencnt till the year 1974 olth emphasis
on the various fgsues which found the ptudente of
Oemania Univorsity in a Confrontation with the
Univercity authoritics on the one hand and the State
government on the others. The Separatc Telangena .
Agitation and $¢a fmprct on the University is aleo
discussede |



In the thixd chepter, an attempt has deen
made to underscore the netional md intemational
situation in the context of the Haoist movement n
Indta with enphasis on the world economic crisis
obtaining at the ¢tum of the decade of ceventiens

The fourth chapter addreseces itself to the
izpact o0f Haoist wovenent on the student movemnt
in Ocmania UniveraSty with particular reference to

student organisations ouwing allegiance to the
CPY(HL).

The ®necluding chp ter attempts on overall
view of the atudy in & nute-shell.

PRAKASH RAD FEDLA.
Hew Dolhi
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The incressing current 1n§.ax~ess in understending end
enelyeing the politicel beheviour of students, theip
politicel movements end attitudes wae long overdue, Students
pleyed a vitel role in the revolutions of 1848 in Gormeny
and Austris ond in Czarist Russis too the cstudents epesp-
headed verious revolutionaery movements resulting in the
Universities becoming a center for revolutionary sctivities,
0f course, the role of students in society was recognized e
early €8 in the 17th century when Thomes Hobbes wrote ¢ “"The
Universities have been to thiv nation, &8 the wooden horse
wes to the 7rojans .e.e0 1 despeir of eny laesting pesce emong
ourselves, till the Ualversities herc shell bend end direct
their studies to the settiing of it, that is, to the teaching
of ebsolute odedience to the laus of the King e.see¢ The core
of the rebellion, es you heve se¢en by this, and read of other
revellsons, are the Universitiesy which nevertheless ere not
to be cast away, but to be detter d&ecipnmd".’

4 Thonmee Hobbes of Oxzxford in his book Behemoth ¢
" The History of the csuees of the (ivil Vsrs, end
of the Counszels aend ertifices by which they were
cerried on fron the yeer 1640 to the yeer 1660.



Studente who are often regerded as the steunch
advocates of modern idees of liberty, equality, cocieliem,
industriclisation etce have hed e pivotel role to plsy in
the nationel libersation ¢nd enti-coloniel struggles of
Aofen snd Africen countriese Though the students constituted
a centyal elexent in the Imperiesl efforts et modernization in
Imperiel China, it wes they egein who sprsed repudlicen end
radical idess end helped overthrow the dynesty 4n 1911, In
this cece, students who hseve hed their aeducsction sbroed,
mostly in Furope, were found more inclined and oriented
towerds ideas of modernigetion end Merxiem, Socielisn and
strugsles Though they pleyed ¢ major role in mepy vefornm
snd redicsel movements, their role wes rether deprecated by
ascholare of the times for, perhspsS, they were of the opinion
that & study of the role of socisl clesses, religion etec. 18
more importent in underotending the significance of socictel
icsuen,

In the Marxzist undorstending too, students end intellect-
uels are not considered to be important independent sociel
forces for they heve boen included in the 'Petty-bourgeois’
catogory prone to frequent chifts inkeeping with the dominent
14eologicel undercurrents,

Though students heve deen g msdor force in the toppling
of eni offering resistence to many govermments, their role e
rother underained eo they only accelersted & perticuler chaenge
end political ections. In the ultimate snelysis, it wes other
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forces like the ermy end popular pressure which led
revolutionery movements to fruition.

In eny cese, students constitute e force to be reckonsd
with for verious reesons. Firatly, studentc ere relatively
more accessidle end eveilcble for support vhen compered to
other sociel forces. For instence, the workers es constituents
of their orgenloationel institutions 1ike Trade Unions etc. ere
blended into a system of collective dergsining cnd queations of
representation where they sccept some soprt of atetusguo with
regerd to tho estedliched politicel pattern end thus evoid
resort to the uss of extrelegal and extreperlismentery
tectica, Secondly, the University cempuses slso provide a
congeniel stmosphere for e student to de involved in radicel
cotivitiess A8 lerge numbsrs of students sre concentrated in
e very emall eres, it renders very eassy the fest mobilisation
to stege effective demonstrations. Thic elong with the generel
orientetion of tolerance towards students a8 e result of their
nul ti-clese componition present in wony soctieties help students
wield connidersble influence.

in the cese of Indic, the colonisl legecy of the educas
tionel oysten, wherc the purpose of education wss ohly to £ind
a native interpreter to translate the colonisl designs into
ronlity, continued to dominete even after 1947. Knowledge of
Pnglieh continued to dominate higher educstion snd remained
eB & prorequisite to secure importent jobs for othep seoctors
of high eotatus employment. Yeot, when we go by the stetistics,



we £ind that Englishe=sduceted constitutse only a frsotion of
the totel population in Indiee Thus Englicheeducation
renainad confincd to the oream of the cociety « the elite.
In 1968«69, according to the Féucetion Hinistiry, there vzéxve
sbout 349 million illiterste people in the country, represente
ing ebout 70 per cent of the yopulatien".z 0f the rest,
which included those who could eign their nemes olso, the
Engl $she0duceted porsons constituted ebout 8.2 million
gocopding to one computation.“’ Thus thé percentage of
people possessing kinowledge of Englich in proportion to the
totel population 4s celculated to sbout 2 per cente OCGunnep
tiyrdel, in the lete cixties, oboerved that the educetionsl
eyeten “conformed closely to the old clonis} pattern of
building up & highly educated elite vith en atteched lower
renk of tochnicsl personnsl functioning as subolterne, while
leeving the population at lerge in & stete of xmranca."“

This systenm of educstion 1ed to an imminent crisis
vhere the énponsion of higher educsetion, in response to
middle~cless domends, was not supplemented by & corresponding

2 The Stetesmen, New Delhd, April 2%, 1969.

3 Prekaesh, Keret, Role of Englishe-educeted in Indian
Politics: Socig) Scientiot, Novembeyp, 1972.

L ¥yrdel, Guanar, Asjen Dremas Vel. IXI Penguin Books
1968, 1'7. “6690' g ’
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incresse in econemic growth end hence in prosgecte of

employments Thus the students found themselves engulfed
by e totel osnse of insecuritye This inturn turned then
hostile to ths entire educationsl system which they felt

18 a ngturel coroliory of the socio-gcononmic situstion,

It 48 here thet e Gistinction be attoempted betwedn
the studonts end the peesentse While in the case of
peasents the urge to revolt sgeinot the ectedblished
system was born out of years of mess-gCele oppression -
political, cBociel and economic - tho students resorted to
it meinly es en outlet for their frustration with e
eyetem that failed to provide them with eccess to
highop rungs of the sociel laddor rendering tholip
diplongs end Gegrees futile.s 7This 18 expleinsd when
we recell that towords the end of 1971, rmost students
who took pert in the Haxeldbury end Spikekulem upriscingd
gave in vhen the Covernment, after severe roprecsion,
held out employaent evemics. The vecognition of thio
factor « ecomomic and intellectusl frustrstion « hes
been more or less incorporated inte the genoral poliey
of the Covt. of Infla with regord to curteilment of
student and youth perticipcotion in enti-cotedlishment
pctivitics, Very recontly, the Biher State government

lsunched & scheme, the Fmployment Guarsntee Scheme (EG3),



in ell toe 47 Hexelite infeatod Dlocks of the Stetesd

But then, thie wes pointed out by Lenin years
ago ¢ "ihs petiy~bourgeoisic driven % frensy dy the
herrore of capitelism 48 a eociel pheaomenon which,
1ike ensrchism, i& oherscteristic of all c& itslist
countrics, The inotebility of sueh revolutionissm,
its berronnces, ite liebility to become swifily
trensfornmed inte subniseion, epethy, fentspsy, end even
e 'frengied’ infatustion with one opr another bourgeois
'Ped’ - al) thic &8 & metter ef common knnwlcdge....“6

In eny case, it is genorslly considered thet
despito the epoliticul snd moderete vieus of majority
of students in weny campuses, the students constitute
€ definite potentisl mses-bage for revoiutionsyry
movamentse 1t wac observed in meny csses thet e smell
group of articulete student-gotivists vere suCcessful
in nobiliging lerge nsumbers in times of crises. Fop
1ustores, ia tho Berkley student revolt & "small
cedre of erticulete students buili upon ubsteniiel
atudent discontent with politicel end educstionsl

Se Hindusten Times, (New Delhi) July 35, 198¢

6o Lenin, Vele, "Loft Wing Communism, on infantile
Uisorder” s Sele torke, Vol 1T, Yoscow



iesuee to precipitete mejor 1saues."7

%he role of Politicel Parties in politicizing
students constitutes a significent fector ia the
understanding of student politics, 1In fact, most
of the student orgenisations in Indla sct as student
winge of netionnl parties. BSut then the process of
politicization of educstionel institutions flows Lrom
meny other fsctors 6e well which wltimetely link
the student Dody with the body politic and slso the
subeoystem of ctudent politics with the broader
politicel systems Politicizetion of efucationel
institations §8 cherncterized by Rudolph end Rudolph
¢6 the epproprietion of educetionel etructure end
ragources ang the displecement of educationel goels
by orgenised political snd community (Religion,
csate, loceclity) intereste., They consider that
the purpose of politicizetion is to "subsume the
educetionnl procecses of perticuler educetionsl
ipstitutions to those of orgenised extracfucstionsl

inceraste".a

Te ALtbach, PeCe, "Ipdia ond the World Univercity
Crieis", 4n Altbech (ed) Student Revolution,

8e Rudolph, £.H, and Rudolph, L.l. J‘ducstion
ané_Rolitica in Indie

]



Further, it “is & pert of a larger process of
politicizetion in Indie in which an 1ncreeeing nnbeyp
of sctors in variocus politicel erenas sttempt to
mezinise politicel resources snd through it political
influence and pownr."g

The nesd for the Political Perties to polititize
the cempuses flows from their understending that
students conetitute & 0114 bage for their politicel
operations. T%They elso recognige the gtudents potential
to mobilize support to their political ecticne st chort
rotice even to the cxtent of leésGing end perticipeting
in militent ectivitica. The genersl psychology of
youth, eas diotinguished from other snolel forces,
narked by inpstience end 6 tendency to sttridute all
the exioting or ‘supposcd to be existing' evils to
the broesdor spectrum - the sccisl system - make it
worth their time for the Politicel Pertics to o ecure
influence over thems Thus the Foliticel Parties
to sccure influence over theme. Thue the Politicel
Partiece evince kecen interest in recrulting otudsnts
68 & ‘coclel class' and s 'politicel cetegory' in
e bid to further their own partisen endse It e
here thet the generel eccopomic end intellectusl

De idbia.



frustration of the students is skilfully used for
natters of politicel expediency. These efforts of
politicizetion sre buttressed by the perception of

- the etudent leaders thet they cen succeassfully

energe €8s lesders on the wider politicel srens only
vhen they estedlish & rapport with the leaders of
verious Political Perties. Since it is almost al
eateblished fact that the process of poiiticisetion
end politicel influence ie greatly accelereated

during & cricie in the ecademic sphere, the Politicel
Farties 2iondor such egitetions shich disrupt the
norinel ecedewic schedulse. The stufient lesdere tooo
will be on the look out for such situetions vhere they
ere given emple opportunity to prove thedr mettle o
leaders. Thus the interference of politicel perties
provides & new 4imencion to student politics., The
cempus politica are trenaformed into pertisan politice
conseqQuent upon which the cswpus fssues also are
trensforsed into partisen and politicel ivsuses. In
the context, Altdach observes that in Iindian

Universitice vhere outside politicel interefsrence is
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110104, their tends to be less sgitations'®

Heny resceeroh findings hold thet politics,
politicel iafluence end politicization are inheront
in the infrestructure of the Universities in Igpdie.
Budolph end Rudolph in their gnalysie of the pattern
of intersction between educetionel end politicel
asysten point out thet the Politicel system effects
education doth through (i) the instrumentelity of
government sction end (i1) the mechinetion of politicel
parties, especislly es they influence student dodies
and sometinee even acsdemic bodles. The instrumentslity
of government action accrues from the legel sanction
behind the formution of the Universities on the one
hnd and fornuisotion of policies by the Covie to De
edopted by them on the other. The government peserves
the right 0 mzke eppeintients to keyeposts in the
Universitye Thie elohg with the dependence of the

i0e Altbach, P.Gee Opecit. Eakin from hizs atudy of
Bombey University found low level of student
politicel involvemebt in view of less contact
of Pplitical Parties with the students of
Boundey Univeraity.

Raking TeCe, Students and Politics : A
Conperativo Study.



Universities on the government for financisl assistence
render their eutonomy & mere normetive coficeptions

The expension of the educational cystem by the
government in response to the niddle-~class demands

and eleo the incoption of verious Institutions like
Sociel Welfere acholarshipe etoc., mede the University
etmosphere wore heterogenous. While hitherto University
education wed an exclusive privilege of the elites,

now studnets velonging to the underprivileged ond
Geprived catogodles could alao gain sccess to Universities.
T¢ aloo resultod in & scarcity of physicsl facilities
giving roowm for @ vense of insecourity spong atudento,

All these inturn led to the slienstion of such etudents
fron scademic pursuite es they could not stend wp %o

the atiff competition in the fece of the educetionel
systenm bigsed s8till in fevour of the privileged sections,
Such alienetion of studeants resuit in the dsvelopiuent

of @ natural propensity to channelitce their energies

end fecilities into the cemnons of Folitics,

For & botter undorstaniing of Studentn' political
involvenant, ths various foctora o variadles ifikely
to effect the poliiical bLehaviours of atudentis anould

be uwnderscoved. Eagiricell; based résearcies oifer
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e host of veriobles shich mey influence studento’
political behaviour. These veriadles cen De classified
under tow categories (i) Student - background
variebles and (ii) Institutionel verigbles., While

in the first category varisdbles such es demogrephy,
diseipline of study, femily background ete ere studied,
the second cetegory demls with veriebles like location,
guspices, quslity of the Universit., ecodemic ecology,

sociel and politicel couplexion of the gtudent body
atcs

Wkile desding with student-background variedbles,
reseerchers erg of the opinion thet

(1) Students from pooror strate possess en
orientetion towerds ‘upzerd modbility snd
the values of the privileged' and so ere
vocationally oriented. This slong with
the aced to support themselves finsncially
curtells politicel sctivism among ouch
students. !

11 Lipzet, S.4¥e., "Students end Politics in Compersative
Porspactivg ia BL; 1t Rovoeiantion.
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(44) ®olitically cotive students ususlly
come fronm familiece that were politicelly
active especially in the c¢ase of girl
8tuﬁenza.’2

(114) Pieciplines of liberal erts - humsnities
end sociel scioncos = teud %o prodGuee
sore nunder of sctiviets then disciplines
like technlogy, engineering and other
guch 8ilied &ciences.13

(iv) Girl etudents ere politically less acttve.’u

(v} Studente on both ends of the ideologicel
epeetiun i.e¢ exircme l1oft cad oxtreme
right tendé o de nore ccotive &n politics
than astudents wiio velong $o the middle
categories. #1800, that Leftista tend to
participate in polivicel eotivitier porve

then coueervgtives.‘ﬁ

.
15

nysen, Be; Poldticel
Paycinlogy of Politic

Behaviours

fpencer, K., "Profeccionsl, Scientific end
Intellootuel Studente in Indie™, in Lipeet (ed)

Student Politice
Hymoen, Hey 0peCit pPDPe 32=4C

For & detuolled reseerch on the izpect of ideology
on politficed sctivity, see Loersy Geheley ""The
Active Fews Seudents Ideology end Participation

ir Develoging Countries®, Siudent Revolution,
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(va) Students who take themselves pore for
intellectuels then ¢s profesasionsls

ere oore politicslly actﬁve.16

{vai) Those studente vho exgperience e conflict
detvean their family tradition -
conservetive, lidersl etc « and the
politicel etmosphere tend to remein

epolitical, '’

And vwhiie desaling vith the .nstitutionel verisdles,
they pey thet @

(%) Politicietion is zmeore iikely to occur
in Untversitien vhere soendenic stondsrds sre poor and
whers scodamic schefulos ere gronsly neglecteds Verious
recesrches explein that s University'e examination system
end the acedsmic preesures on ths students determine the
level of politicel sctiviem end alac the period of this
ectivien in Indien Univereitien. Universitiocs where

students ore kept prgoccugled with thety studies dy way

16, Bekln, T.C., Ziudants god Pojitice s A Compepative
Siudy.
17. Lipset, S.i. & Altbech, P.2., (Zd3), Studente in

fevelt, Boston 3 Bescon, 1970.
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of high scadanie espedtetions, coptiausus sceceosuent
atc. s¥e lesa likely to perticipate inm politics and

engege thamselvea in disyruptive ggitationst aetivacaes.w

(11) The size of the Univereity end condition of
multiversity have @ larger say on the political olimets
of the cempuse Vsrious caese atudies ashow thet sfudent
ogitations ere more comamon in Univorsitiecs hevimg Jerger

popul eeiono‘ 9

(433) Confrontstion politice ic charzcteristic of
Universzities where logitimate snd eftective chennels
of communicastion Betwcen the sutheoritise snd students
and sloo atudent participetion in decicior«meking

bodies sye :lacRingom

(av) Diverse geogrephic end sociel composition of e
student body, roletively less intereference of government
in University eutonomy, hygiemic cetpus environrent
coupled vith competent faculty memders make student

16,

19, Scott, TalWe & f858), MeBe, “University, University
51 20y univemﬁtsy guenw end Sgudent Bpotest",
312 4GB ) K Rawgd 38 19 mxv, @OtObeﬁ’

20. Emnersony Dofley OP«Cite
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egitation 6 rerity. It 48 elso oaid that intellectusle
who are resentful of their society often stimulete
rebellious 'eyprentico-intellectuels’ « etndent.z’
{v) Redical pelitics 38 charscteristic of Univere
aities the elumni of which heve very dleak employnent

prospects .23

Fronk Pinner 18 of the opinion that young
people, especislly students, Join Orgenisetions oy
integreted collectivitics deceuse they would have Just
then 1eft their fenilies, their home town opr friends
end honce sre anxious dieoriented end lonely. They £ind
in Organicetional life -« perticulorly in movenents thet
have e sence of commitment, purpose, snd high intimacy -
8 kind of re¢placoment for the collectivity they heve Just
lefts Ho cleo divides student orgenisations for enslyticel
purposes into Treditionel snd Tronsgressive groupse €hile
traditional groups attempt to socieliss their mombers into
the role of conventionsl citizens of the society, the
Trensgressive groups gre 4divided mainly egeinst the
euthority structures of the aootew."e’

2f¢ Kudolph, S.Hs, & Rudelph, L.I., Education g
Baditics An Indle.

22, Bnmersony DeKes Ope Cita

23 PAirncr, Pehey guoted in Lipsety Selles
Studente in Revolt.
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Some reseerchers are of the opinion thet
movements concernsd with velue chenge ere morye
prevelent shere the difference between the velues
of the University end Society 1a considersble, Since
University education is considered to de s modernising
force, in underdevelopsd countries it is bound to de
in conflict with those elements seeking to meintein
treditionel vslues,

It 4 oith the help of these distinotions thaet
they seek to gcoount for the verying emphesisc on
1deology emong students. They ergue that since in
developing countries there 18 enormous tension between
the formel velues of & University end thet of the
soclety, the ideologicel concerns of the students
remsin foportent. They support their contention dy
ettempting e contrest with Western countries marked dy
less tonsion between the veluse of the Univereity end
Soclety especielly in the postewer period where student
politice center more sround specific issuss then
fdeological isscues.

Thus, §f the studies cited sdove ere eny indice-
tion, the politicissetion of students end their
politicel behaviour are contingent upon meny fectors
en understending of which should be considered igportant



end indispensedle to attempt sny meaningful end
conclusive anelysiec of a perticuler student

movement.

18



thoreas that studeants ployed an important xole in
the strugdle for Independance 18 o matter of common
knowledge, a genoral understonding of the gtuGent movement
end the participation of studeats in the political processes
Guring the freedom strugfle and in the poot-independence
ora docomes cantral to our study. Yor, tho roots of
conteuporaxy student movement ¢zn e traced @ the frecdon
struggle vhore large numbers of students in rogponse to the
oall given By the nationalist leaders tumeld away Srom the
ecadenic mainstregsm to Join ¢the stxuzgle for Independence,
Henco vith the sdvent of Inlependence, the studemt movesmant
in India wao deund to wderse a qualitative change ao 4t hed
ao coummon goal to Yo pursued unlike during the Lrcedom
strugsle when the only 62 primo conolderation of achioving
independence provided the common dacis for all sections of
student population ¢to converge upon. This glong vAth the
rolatively more homogenous nd compaoct compocition of the
student population in the proe-independence era marked a
difforenco in the etudent movement befors and aftor 1947,

Theugh dy the yosr 1900 itcelf, several student
orgenications were foundel, 4% was enly vhen tho
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nationalist movenmt assumed the nature of a wass esnd
political movenent with a touch of militaney that the
students wire dram into the nalnstream of the struggie
for Independence, 4s one British commmntator apily
observed, "i¢ wae not 11l after the politinsl md racial
excdtonant {(of the nationalist movanent) that the youth
attending schocls and colleges showed signe of turbulence
and umm‘m".

The decade of 1920'as experiunced the increasing
involvement of students in psiitics as a seguel to the
Conzress assuming a militant charactor and also to the
trancformation of the Indign National longressz into a
mass movemmt, "The articulate md militant nationglim
of the Congress sppealed to the studemts decanse it
provided the oppertunity for dramatic political sotion and
prozdsed speedy independence for India® 2 The NoneCongre
Cooperation Hovement lamnched under the stewardshdp of
Gandhd provided to the students thelr firet experience of
a maes struggie culuminagting in the fomation of a national
student foderation of India, The first All-indis College
Student Conference held at Hagpar in 1920 underseored the
neel t2 csordingte tho student politicel metivities all
over the countyy. The 1930's brought with it more and move

-

1o Guoted Ly Alidach, P.0."Student Folitics wad 5i-ber
Education in Indig"., in Lipset, S.M, & Altdbach, P.0.(eda),
ﬁom t Doacon Prees, 197C.

2. Ivid.
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Avenuos whors atudents ¢could participato snéd 444 partie
cipate in the struggle against the Britich, Closaly on
the hecls of demonstrations agasinst the Simon Commisacion
in 1928, the Civil Disodbe@ience Movement followed in 19X,
The movement gathorsd momentum md entored an active phase
with the students carryinz out militent operaticna such as
disruption of commnication notewnrk, transport otes They
not only circulated proscxided ncewspapers dut aleo
provided the lcadership in the forxm of 1iatson betweem the
underground or imprisonel congreass leafiors and ths nOoves
neate It wad agin as a byeproduct of the struggle during
this decate that the Alle-India Students® Pedoration canme
into extotence in the ysaor 1936, But 4¢ was the 1942
‘cuit India’ Hovenent that drow tho mgss of students into
the organisationgl fold of the nationalist movement
maxitdng the moot organised and militant phaso of the Indian
etudent movement. "It La this movement that has given
birth to new rovoluticnay youth, students and youth
organieationsesesesThare theo rowlutionay sclection took
place itself sdthin the ranks of the youths md studcute®?,

But with the afivent of Independence, the student
movenent in India was largely shom of 4to sence of
nilitant unity and the ideological ferwoux which
characteriscd tho nationalist movament. The congervative
Congrese leaderahip, W"ﬁ, 050 f.: wicld substantial

3+ Reddy, Huni I, "The Student Hovement in I
Iucimow ¢ Achaxya, 1947 <l !
mJM 3, \_‘VJ )~;
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power after 1947 and ko hitherto locokod to the

studantn for thelr increacing participation in
politico, startel diccuading them from Going so. The
studenta 00 wore ccuzht in o political snd ideclogieal
quandaxy £or the issues werd no longer clear md
ingpizing, A1l thoso paxrvehia) gentiments and sooled
malafoos 1ike that of caste, religious aad roglonal
loyaltics which were thought to have deen transgyessed
during the frsecdom atrugglo started raising thoir vily
heads, For tho student vho visualiosd o freoeindia
vhore all such malatces bavo no place, 4t tumed out

to Do a very dcloful affelre Sho mushroom growth of
educational institutions 4n romonse to the middioe
¢lass Gemands accantuated the prodiem of slucated
uncmployment znd aled accounted for the dwindiing
acafenic standarde lesfing o incompatidility of
acafitmic qualifications with the nature anéd ramnoration
of the job involved, Asther oconsequencsa of thio
unplained and rapid cxpencien of the cfucational qyoten
yatdn was that the cempus atmosphore no more vamained
homogeneons snid thoredy offective modilisation of otvndents
along political and idaslogical lénes wad rendoved
difgioud¢. Thus though the ropresentatives ¢ the
student’s Undon cleotions are ¢locted by tho students,
the cholce 39 geldom oxexocized on the dasls of oy
ddeology dut moxro oftah on isenes relating to thely



immediate denandas on the Univorsity sdministration
end podicios like the exomination policy, phyaicel
facilities, increane in Feo oto,

It 43 againot thie backdrop that we address
ourssivas to the student movement in Omnania
Unlvoraity €11 the late &0's,

While the origing of student movement 4
ndhya Profogh €00 could de trascd to tho nationaliot
strogdle ecpoclelly ae the studmte iv ndhra mme'eh,
forvantly responfe % tho ¢a)l siven by the Congross,
it remained Lor £xom a porvasive ong. This was
largely decsuce of the uniqué composition ¢f the State
in toxms of fto political hlstory.e Tho present otate
of mdhra Prafech, prior to 1956, was bdroedly Mivided
into threo rogions « the Tolengms, Reyelasoesa d
the Andbrs. While the Andhra ond Rayclaceama rogions
were a part of the srstuhile composito Hafvas State,
the Telengana was wndey the faudal «md degpotic rogime
of tho Hizam (Princely State)e It is thus undoratande
adle that the Talangana region was not drevght under
the complate aocglis o0f the nationglist movement

Howuver, after the nworger of all theee three
zegioae into the present state of Mndhra Prafodh on
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let Novemder, 1956, the State had experienced seversl
mess scele sgitetions with the studsnts steering the
wheel such g8 the agitation for the esteblishment of &
steel plent et Vizeg in 1567, the esutonomy struggle st
the Osmenis University in 1966 end the protracted
agitetions 'i'oé the foramstion of seperste Telangena
and Andhra stetes 4n 1969 end 1973 reapectively.'

A drief sketch of the history of Osmenia
University and its relestionship with, end the place
it enjoys in, the State of Andhrs Predesh will be of
considereble significence in understsnding the estudent
movement there. The edministrstive hiersrchy
with emphaisis on the functions of importent offices

is 8lco importent.

Osniania University wee born 4in 1917 by the
Gecrec of His Exeal ted Kighnees Nizam Sir Oemen Al4
Khen 60 88 to eneble studente from Hyderebed to
pursue higher studies there itself without. heving
to depend eny longer on Medras end Aligerh
Universitiess By ths yesr 1937, Osmenia University
which wae esrlier housed in rented buildings shifted
to the University's present cempus. Though tl;xe
University was opiginelly designed to be & residentiel
university, i1t soon scquired the charscteristics of
en affilieting university elso. The institution thus



camd t0 be officially 1abclled a *residmmtial,
affiliating, teaching University® Soon aftor
Indeopcndence, the medium of instruction changed
from Urdu to Englich ond the gimindotration was
rovaped along more democratic 1incs 4in a vid ¢o
engiyro Undversity aoutomomy. The Universcity sAct
of Pedbruary 2, 1959 brought the afiminietrative
procedurcs in iine with those of tho then ¢wo
othor univaraitios 4n the Stato « indhya end Sx4
Venkatechwora Univercitios,

e offico of the Vicoe-Chanccllor, ao in the
case of all othor Mniveraltios, constitutes tho top
nost xung of the adinintastrative ladder with 1) polioy
decialone and tmportent decicions originating thorsd
30 povorfil 46 tho office of the Vicoechmmeellor
that the power strueture of the universtty 4 ite
officacy 15 L8entificd vith the incutdent of thie
officos The Undveralty Regliotrar 45 rosponaidle
for policy-ivplencntation and ¢tims the gdmindstrative
heed at the level of excoution. The University
Syndicate and Sanate are the tuo governing vodiesy
Vhile tho Sanate 3o mginly concomed tdth apafdomio
repulations, the Syndlieate &0 comcomed with
finanelad matters 1ike the allocation of funds, the
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regulation of salaries ad pay segles, contro) of
foos etos

While discussing the position of tho University
vio=oevig the State Governmont, one has to invariadly
nention ¢the Univeralty (imendment) Bld of 1965 end
gleo tho Omanta (Second smendment) Aot of 1966. Those
tw loplelative moacures brought about by the
Covemnmont of mdhra Prafech occupics a central
position in our progent concom bocairse they eparked
off one of the mopt conecorted snd militant agitations
of the Univeraity in the 60's,

2111 1960, thexre wore only tuwo major ctudant
oraonisations in Osnania Undvorsity, the Hational
Unten of Studente vhich 1later emerged as the Youth
Congross and the A} Hyderaded Studante' Union
deninated by the Commnist Party of Indias In late
1960%'s nd oarly 70's a nunder of student
orgenioationg spreng up. Prominent among thed are

1. All Indig Students Foderation (AISF)

2¢ Student Pederation of Inata (SFI)

3. Ahi) Bharatiya Vidyartt Parished(ABVP)

4, Progrecsive Democratic Student Unson(PDSU)
5. Rodical Students Union (RSB)

6. Democratic Seudents Orgataation (DSO)

7. Hational Studants Union of Indta(msul)
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Bofore the strugzle for proscrving University
autonony in Cotodor, 1966, thore were very fow
protost otrikes mosily in tho form of spontatecus
outdhursta over demends 14ko feewpaduction ote. Thess
protest stikes wore oxganised by the Studente' Unioen
of the respective colleges and thore was no
orgeniecd pttampt By eny politically oriented
orgenications, The Studente® Unicn elcotions too
were fought moys along porconsiity idnes then on the
basie of politica) viows ox any ideology. Caote and
religious factors aled played a role in campus
politica, *in 1964 there was a major clach dotween
tw major commnitics swearing by two A8Lforent
religlous danomingtions reculting in paroclysing the
aﬂmﬁlatrauon for a couplo of uoeks 4.

~ Fowever, the entonony etruggde (as ie popularly
reforred to) was a otop further in tho history of
otudont movement in Oavmia University, Pox the
firgt time, all scotions of otudent groups end
toachers of tho university shered the commen
platforn to protent agoinct the interferance of the
government in the intexng) affalrs of the Uhiverdtysd
Boforo wo attampt an odJcotive analysis of the
asitation, 1t 15 imperative to highlight certain
facts relating to L€
4. Reddy, N.Y.




Though the States wore accorded jurisdiction
over aducation with the exeption of a fow
universities nd technological institutes under the
Seventh Sohedule of the Constitution of Indig,
University antonomy was no vhere insured. In 1965,
the Governnent of mdhra Prafech through the Oangnia
Universtity (Anendment) Bilx, changed the modo of
appointnant of tho vicoschencelloy from nomination
by the Chencellor fxom a 11st of thyeo ngnes
esolacted by a panel of thrae prominent percons not
ascootated with the univeraity to dircet gppoinment
by the Govermnor who 45 pleo the ex-0fficlo Chancclloy
of the Univerolty. The D1l aloo conferred upon the
Chepcellor the xight to remove the vice-chpncellor on
®the ground of misbehaviour or incapactty®e® e
coupoci tion of the Smale ¢nd the Syndicate was so
altored that the University as rendered lesp powerful
viomoevio the govemment. Ancther controversial
provieion was Section T=A vhich reafis op follows

v"Tho Govemment may, after eoncultation with
the Univercity, give to tho University,
instmuctions relating to mattors of major
ofucaticnal policy such as pattem of

5. Shaw, R.Co "Studemt Politico & Student r.eaAex\-
ship dn en Indien Univeraitys The
cato 0f Osunia® in Phnip e.
Althach(ed) Dnrmold & Ixaneltic
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univeraity ciucatiofs, medium of instriction,
and ootablichment of pootegraduates caatres
to be followed by 4t o,

Again in Aprid, 1966 o Amendment to the
Univeraity set, Oanania (Second imendmens) act was '
pacsed by the otate legi dature introducing Scotion
1A 1 Origingl Act whieh peduced the tcnure of the
Vicoschancellor Srom 5 to 3 yoare, Undor the new iaw,
the Chencelloy decame odligated ¢ appoint a now vicos
chancollor within 20 daye of the gqnendment'e inception
in April, 1966,

On Hay 31, 1966 Dre DeSe Reddi, tho then viceow
chancellior of Oemania Miveraity, challenged Soction
131 4 the High Court and go% the operation of the
Gisputel cection stayod on the giound that 4t has boen
introducel | “eseesedte to porconal gnimus and
hoetidity that developed between the Chiof Minister,
4r. . Brohimgmanda Reddy, and himself with the aole
object of getting 14 of Dr. Reddi®!, Finally, the
High Court diemiosed not only Dye Reddi'o writ
potition on Cotodor 13, 1966 Bue slso his sacond
potition praying pormission to appeal % tho Supreame
Court of India on October 26, 1966. Congequant upon

- AN ———

6. Ibvdd.
To Tho Eindu(Madres), Octodor 28, 1966
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thig, the chancollor, £xe Pattonm Thenu Pilled, naned
ono Tre Havasdihs Reo as the VicowsCrencellor on
Cctobay 27¢h. 3But on Gctoder 28th, the Supreme Court
of India ungnimously passed s injunction granting

Dre Reddl %gpacial leave®™ o adpeal te 2is ¢ase and
also zeotralining tho new gupointee from ascuming
office, pending the disposa) o0f the cases It 16 dn
the 14ght of thiz background information that en
aticupt to study the cutonsny 2trugglo esuld be made, .

I¢ 48 very importsnt €0 rvecord the faot that
it was fipst the teachers of Osuanic University oho
reloed their volec of protost ageinst the catdired
opizodo. The 28th Octodey, 1966 Losus of Tho Hindu
on ito fixst page 4n a prominent placo carried tho newa
iten under the caption "Yow Camenia Varaldy 7C
Appointed as DroeReddi Staff @0 on “Hase LeavetS,

The taachors oppoced the nomination of the vices
chancellor dy the Chanecellor and wantod a voico in

the gelection process. Thoy alsod urged the newly
appointed VicosChanccllor not €0 take charge of hia
office. %he Ocuania University Peachere' Ascociation
(0U2A) also 6ald that the menmer in which the prosent
vicomchancellor was sought to Yo replaced wase 4n

uttor ddorogard of the univerzity autonomy md
aemocr?ﬁlc wmuzpnﬁ. |

L

8, 1Ibia

IR _ .
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The officosdoarers of all students' unions
of tho osaanio univereity colleges resplvel
unanimously to go ¢n a strike “¢s protont against
the intervantion of ¢the governuent in the affalrs of
the univeoral ty* 9.

On Ootoder 28th, a large number of students
gathored in front of the Arte Onliege busldimg which
thon houncd the sfmintetrative Offices of the
Unlvercity and resolved to ghorso the newly appointed
vicewghmocllor ontsife tho bullding itoolf, They
éisrupted tho communication notwzxlt of tho university
by cutting tolopbone vdres and pelted stones at taxis
&nd dbuses which passed through tho cnlleze. Tater in
the day, the studanis adducsa’ the Registrar of ¢he
Univoraity to a plate about 50 Emo from Ryferadbmd oo
a6 th prreupt hin foem going o the Cheanesllor vhe had
canoned hiz to the Rad Bhaven ¢ meet tho Now vices
chancellor with all relavent dccuments. On Octobdor
0th, the Ggsania Undverstity Studonts* Asssciation
(0USs) met and vosolved to go on an indefinite striko
on the daals of sn 9 point charter of denaonds, ssnio
of vhich aro meationed Rere.

te Universtity autonomy musgt be prosceved,
2. Mmdéhra Pradosh auot do avordod the 5th
S’ﬁeﬁ_’l P1snte

Se vid
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3a 3. Food ration cards chould be lgsued % oity
studentas

4. Polico ruat stay of2 the campus unless
zoguested to anted.

5. (14 roegulations of B.Scy B.Com and Bede
izaninations should Yo rataineds

6. Svening collego etudente chould Yo granted
buo conceasions,

7. 3Mase rating chould Be aboliched for
poategradunte stadents,

In the mosn time violence spread ¢o tho tuiam
eitics of Hydoradad and Scounderadad with geveral
tussco cnd otroet=18ghty Ganagel on Octoder 31, at
Sgcunderadad Rallwey station, police rosorted ©
lathi=charge and teargas to disperse a mod of studente
indulging in violence éd odbstructing the flow of
traffice On Hovenbor 6th, the Chief Hinioter 40 a
mooting witn the student leaders conceded bug
concessions to ovening college studeats end ration
carde to district students 1iving ia tho city. The
Chief Hinister nloo fndicated that he was favourahly
8isposel to tho question of student reprosentation on
universi ty*o governing dodies, and =5 the studonto
ended ¢thedy strike,
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Several intorcoting points are to Yo taken note
ofs Plrotly, though the 3tate govornment couid not o
guceecd in replacing Dr, Reddi for the Supreame Court
verdiet went eseinst 4t, thoe £act rameins that there
i scope for govemmental or politicsl interfercice in
the affolrs of the undversity therchy sendexing
university gutonony a mers nernative concsption.
Secondly, the natura of the dengnds made by the stuionts
onply tostifios the Lfact that thay were not very sorious
%0 the quecstion 0f governnmial fnterforence in the
intomal affelzs of tho Unfversity, Thus vhen decmende
iike Bus concosaions et ration cards were conceled,
the eudod their strike. Thixdly, i¢ also proved the
extent of 4opendenco 0f tho tenchors on the students
to colve their problemg, In this context, 4t choudd
be pointed out that en Arto College Profocoor intodw
vowed by Robort G, Shaw remariked ¢t “Te couldn't have
done oy of tho things vhich students have oNGeesse
12 the studenlto wore opposcd 9 us they could esecort
the new vicoechanesllor ¢ the colleoges What we do
than? 10, Fourthly, the foot that there was lesa
discuesion, all through the struggle, asbout the pmo
cong of govormuental interfercnce in universlty
affalzrs then obout whethoer Dp. Reddd chould stay or

i =

10, Shaw ReCe 0Ope ¢




g goes @ indloato that porsenniitics mattored more
than theo aotual 4ssue involved. In this context,

the Caption $n The Hindu, “Hew Omnania Vardlty VC
Appointed as DrusRedds Staff go on ‘Haecs Leavo*et?
assumes significanco. Caste factors were aled
Smportant'?  mnd lastly, as o result of the struggle
tho ctudente cane ¢o foc that they have a right not
only to be seated® bdut alco heard in policysnaking
bodioc,

Thus the sntonony stugsie ¢an ¢ said €0
have given a £i11ip to the otulent movemont of
Osmenia Univorsity &n the &0'g, though £t largely
renained confined to waking inmediate demendo on
tho wmiveroity anthoritico, In this contexnt,
students’ sixdke sn the year 1965 for proviaion
to promote thoge sotudents who have faofled in move
then tuwo cubjoct ¢o tho next yoar and asnothey
stxike in the cane year to dcmend parallel classes
for those vho failel dut subdseguently passed in the
4th nd Stk years necd to de mentioned., Both thess
strikes endef in success as the University authorities
after indtiazl oppocition concoguently conceded to theso
demgnde.

11, The Hindu(Biadras), Octobor 28, 4966

i2. %ho new VO heypaned % B2 g .gmmg by Caste. Since
Dre Reddi uns o pro=3snjiva Reddy mon, the G
wented t0 get »id of him and gppoint dr.Harasinba
Rao to woo tho Hautia Loddy in State politice, Seo
Reddy,G.Re *Begionalicom $n India®

e e

]
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That a proper md cotprehenaive analydls of eay
Hoveonent ¢zanot do attempted without a eubotantial
acecunt of tho soclomeconsnic o34 political apceifioge
tics of tho particular ‘re@tm is cmpizdically uphald By
the fact that the felangana agltation haf had 1ts roots
in gome of the politicol devolopnento that took place
even befora the Soruation of the State of Andhra
Pradoah,

Befors the formation of Mdhra Prodoch, the
presemt otats wao broadly Qivided iato two regiongs
he 9 Telangena diotricts plus come KXowmalawopogking
end Harathiegposiiing districtalnow {u Zarna¥aka end
Hoharashtya rospoetively) wors under the fouldal gnd
enthoritarien ropginme of the Hiumm of Hyderahad 1)
after Independenco vhen Police gotion took place
lidvorating the people of Telanganas Thuse the people
of Tlxnga 654 not Bave ony sigrifiemt 20le %9 play
in ¢the ngtionalist movenent undor the Indicn Nations) €
Congress, Alss, the peoplo of Tclangoma wexo
obiivicus of the domoeratic ingtitutions underlying
Mo oysten of locel sAlfegovomnant functioning in
the othor parte of Britlish Indles Scoundly, @ a



dsvect consequence of the féz;.aat oppression under
the suthorftarim Hisan, there was virtuzlly no
goede)l amd economic devolopment of the region in the
gphorea of Pducation, Agriculuture, Irrigation,
Crencport and communication ote, €n tho othoxr hond,
tho 19 diatricts of amndhra were g part of the Uadras
Presldenoy and Later of tho Compocite Hafiras Stato.
Thus the Andhra regien ogme into the dircet viciniey
of tho Britich rule end hence ¢lss tho struazlo
agalngt the British. They wore aled o deneficlexy of
tho Imporialiot cconomic policy vige dovelopment of
Replways, frrigation, aducation oto. spart from
expoguro to the gyotem of locel selfegovernnants

1t 18 obsorved by many politics) seicatists
that the seeds of the Telangmo aghtation were sows
during the prosacrger ora 1¢cclf, The agltation
fonented agoinst the Lasue of Lalas sty 3
certificatos snd against Honeiulkio in generel “waoe
o oort of dresoerehearsal of vhat heppeactd in 1969
duzing Brahmamanfia Reddy'e mamn“‘. this

L S i
13. %Pectifying o porson's residcnee ian the
%glangwa %ﬁ? gor a “g;uo& o§ 15 ygars;
cn essm o 0208 0£ employzent
@é education in m’é Telsngana region.

t4. Sochalri,X, *The Telongagna Agitation and the
’ """ ‘Politics 0f A.P. in LssPaSe,
Vole 39y 1970

36
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movement ageinst the non-Mulkis which was later
suppressed throughk stringent repressive measures

wad a clear barometer of the sentiments of the
people of Telangana ageinst the merger. The
Communis ts have always teken the stand of a United
Stete and infact it was they who had coined
"Vishalandhra"§5 These sentiments were so strong

and popular that the States Re-organisation Committee
under Fazia All submitted its report after recording
the general feelings of the people of Telangana
recommending that a separate State of Telangana be
tried for a period of 5 years during which time.

the people could make up their minds either to remain
separate ;r to Join Andhra. However, the Central
Government thrust a composite State of Andhra Pradesh
on the people of Telangena by declering certain
"safeguards"%s

This issues involved in the agitation

were mostly of esconomic exploitation by the

15. Vishalandhra signifies a composite State
of Andhra Pradesh.

16. At the time of Telangana's merger with
Andhra and Rayalseema. en agreement called
the Gentlemen's Agreement was signed which
emong their things promised that the State
leadership (CM) will accrue alternately to
both the regions and thet the posts in the
Telangene region will be filled up by
candidates belongitg to Telanganas only.
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Andhras,. 0Of coursge, the politicsl configurations have
bafl a 10t to contridute to 4t in the ultimate
analyeis. But atleast tho basio on which the
agltation was popularxiscl modilizing the peoplo was
larvgely that the people of Telangana wore being
accozded steipsmotherly treated en thely ova goil in
mattors of eaploynent and educdtional opportunitiocs ote.
A second icportant grievance of the people of
Telangena wae regavding the diversion of the
Telangana revenue for the development of the indhra
ragiocn.

The Agitation assumog algnificance in ouy
study since it otarted ¢ssentially as a student
protost agalnst the failure of the govammument to
implenont the safegunrds ac enumerated 4a the
Gentlcman's Agrecment concluded at the time of
merzer. Shough the agiiation startsd in the firss
week of Januory 1969 in Xhgmmem, it very soon gproad
to a1l the ddstricts of Tedlengena eparking off o |
goexios of violeat incidents, That the azitation
otarted only as a sporaiic ocutburat without any
political party or responsidlc politicisn providing
the leadorship 4o quite cvident by the fact that
t111 Pedruaxy 1969 it renained confined to the
student cozmunity aloneo.
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On Jenuary 16, 1969 the Oauonia University
Students® Unlon taking the cue from studants in
Rhommem gave a call for «n indefinite strike, The
students were Yasically divided into two groups =
while one demsgnded strict Snplenentation of tho
'safeguardst, the other wanteod a separate state of
Pelangsna. The students wore so offended at the
indifferent' attitude of the Telangana leaders that
they dumt the offiglee of liinisters hailing from
the Talangana rogion. On Jonuvary 18th, Police
~ Tasorted to lathiechorge and teargas in Hydorabad
t0 disporse a mod of students iadulging in lavge-
gscale violence thus sarking tho spread of agitation
to alluoyer: Telangma. The “Telangena safeguaxds
agdtation, shich wgs confined to Khammem district
278 the c4tFeesessfannod out to other distriete...s'.
Vexy soon, the studenss found their efforte yieléing
rezults. At a moeting of All Political Parties with
the Chief Minister, 4t was rosolved, while condems
ning the wove for dfurcation of the atate, that

"(a) A1) Andhrae appointed to poots roserved
for felepgcne personnel would be immediately
trancsferred to the sadhra yoglon of the
State.

e

17. Hindustan Timco(liew Dalhi), Jsmuary 19, 1969.




(b) Thoir posts will de filled in by qualified
candidntos Zrom Telangang or loft vacant
until such cendidates become avalledlog

(c) Rovenue surplus from Telongana would de
fully utiltised for the dovelopment of the
vegiens and

(4) The cducational opportunities in tho region
would dbe mpxbvea”'a.

Though the All«Party Accord succcoeded in
reotoring peaco temporarily, a large section of the
students spparently agreecd wth My, HMallikarfun, the
leadeor of separate Telsngana student group, that 4¢
(Accord) io "nothing but a rencwal of the alreaiy
violated gentlemante agreemeat"‘g. Por, the vexry next
day Police had 0 opan fire gt Shamshadad in which two
studeonts were serdoudly injurcds Thile »¢ports of
studente dicrupting trains and damazing public
property wors on tho increoase, the agitation started
rocciving eupport £ro0 om0 Rcdwpolitical Oxgandsoe
tiong,. On Januery 22nd, the Osnmia Univerality
Teachors' scsoclation “condemned the police handling
of the students and eaid the immedlate need was for

18, Reddy, Ram 000, ﬁbam&. Bo AO. 3Q AKXt

19, Hindustan ﬁmea(ﬁw Doidi), Jenuary 20, 1969



the govemmeant ¢nd political leadors to satiafy the
students about thelr benaﬁaes" 20 N '

iIn Pedruary 1963, a forum known as the
Pelengana People’s Fowum wps formed with g view to
coauplement the student efforts by involving nonm
student elezcents alsos This sot the stege ready
fop tho agitation to assume a political dimension
for coon the Telangana People's Forum was trande
formed into a Political Party « the Telangona Praja
Sandthe (TP3)e As the Congress lealers from
Pelangana found the agiration amstoring popular
support £rom all sectiono of the region, they
otarted giving vent to thelr supprosccd misgivinge
at the domingtion by thelr sudhrs counterparte.
The Pelangona leafers found in the egitation a
gtrong plank to staxe their claime for botter
opportuni ties in otato politices, They wore alco
eldve to the fact that the TP3 was fast ascquizing
the roquisite support o pess g grave elgetoral
throat to tho Congrese in tho vegion ae was cRply
corroborated by tho regoundiang vicinzy of the 23
in the Agsemdly dyowclections of Rhalrataodad end
Siddipet congtituencics. %ith the entxy of thase
Giagruntied and opportunist congross leaders into
the %P5, the loadership of the agilation wao no

0. Hindueten Times (New Delbi), Jenuary 23, 1969.
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longer vested in the students., Conseguently, the
thrust of tho asitation came to do so fdentiflied with
the Brehmanonda KBindstry that Dr. Chenna Reddy, the
$PS chief, aanounced that the dlamisusl of Brahmancntia
Refy miniotzy is o pree-condition to call of the

agl tation,

In oy casa, though the asitation fizdled out
with the initial hobnodbding snd sudscouent merger of
the 7PS with the Congrocs &n 1971, tho Lact remaine
that tho studento of ASMANIA ondvorsity for the first
tine tock up o Lsouc not éirectly ralatef to the
Canpuss The gaitation was a succosc oo for ao it
helped the students roalize their inhercnt polential
and also their chorteomings. %ho fact that thay
could gssert thelr position ag *concoioug’oitizens
by not only participating in a political movement dbut
aleo in initiating onc was thoxoughly Lmbided, 1o
132 this understanding of the students in Oamania
University uhich prepared thom otalloctually oand
phyuclially ¢ ideniify themsclivos with Hovements
voving to bring ocbout a bYasic sseial ochonge as wad
witnessed 511l thiough the decade of 70's,.

\ARREAAARALL]
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Here en attenpt tc survey the then existent
netionsl and ifaternstional situstion 4n brief atarting
with mid eixties is ecsential for methodicel es woll es
gonorete nececaities of the studye. The period sterting
vith 014 sixties and running through the most part of
seventices had deen cherecterictic of ite stomy nature.
The perticuler world order vhich ceme fnto existence
consequent to the cecond world ver and chich held 4te
swey for neerly three decales ending with sixties hss
epperently come undsr otrains. Some of the contradice
tions on which the new world order 18 besed chenged
their cherecter end new contredictions have emerged
denending yet another now world ordsre 4As g rosult, a
great turmoldl hee been produeed o8 is inevitedlo.

The most basic end fundementsl contradiction on
which the new world order dbesed itself following the
second world wer 18 e contradiction dbetween the
sociclist camy under the leedership of the Soviet Union
on one eide end the imperisliat ocenp led by Amerdican
ioperiolism on the other. HaWover, profouni chenges
regarding the cherzcter of this contradiction ssems to
have occurred following the 4denth of Staline New
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contredictions have srisen eltering the vesis of the
world orders These ¢en b8 Cited a5 follows ¢

(1) Zruschev's theory of peeceful co-existence,
co=oporation and competition vhich meinly effected the
choracter of Zoviet Union vig-ge-vis 1ts ralationship
with impericiien on the one side end the coloniel, eemi-
colonisl snd nec~colonisl pert of the vorld on the other.
However, it should be recognised that ths Kruschevian
theory of peccoeful trensformetion has come to be feot
negetod by his successors 88 the seventeea epproached.
The vast militery-industriel complex under Brezhnev hes
epperently dbrought chout ¢ major shift ia the policy of
Soviet Unlon towards the developed cepltaslist ecountries
led by smerica in generel ond the developing world in
perticulers This ehift is visible in thet the Sovict
Union 43 found actively intervening in the politicoe
econcmic and militery effolirs of tho developiug world
bvoginning with the seventies which 18 4in sherp contrast |
to ito eorliier role in the £Afties end sixties. The
goneral impresaeion mede by the Boviet Union through its
contentious positions with the developed capitelist
wrld in the vorld affeirs during scventies 1s one of
that the theory of pesceful trensformation no ore
stonds. The fzet that thic mejor policy shift has got
direct Dearing on the internal political effeirs of the
doveloping world effecting the course of politicel
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developments within esch country in the under developed
part of the worlg is importent to note. The mejor

policy éhift of Soviet Union has & direct relevance to

the perticular course of the politicel aevelopments within
Indie during the rost pert of seventies end as such {t

becomes a specisl interest for any study on the lMeoiet
Hovenent in India.

(2) The eppearence of stegflation 1& the developed
cepitalist world 4n the second half of the eixties

nerking end end to the voem phase in the aftermath of

the second world wars The decline in the pate of ecou=
oulation hes had disastrous consequences to the developing
worid vhose economies are integrated with the world capitelist
economy at verioue levels depending upon the national economic
policies of the individual countries. The crisic within

the world cepitalism continues to dste with incressing
intensities and with chenges only in forms. The stege
fletion of the later helf of sixties end first helf of

the seventies hes been turned into Geecp recession in the
subsequent period. However, it should be noted thst the

stegflation end the recession 4o not bear the aeme



conseguences to £ll the countries in the vworld not

excluding the countries closely allied with the Soviet
Union which egein 18 no exception.

(3) The emergence of Poople’s Republic of Chine
under thé lecdership of Heo Zedong with cleims fop
lesdership of world revolution ss opposed to the theory
of pesceful trensformation. However, ths mejor policy-
ehift, eo wea mentioned earlier, by the Soviet Union
seenms t0 hove affected a chenge in the theory and
practice of the Communist Perty of Chine (CPC) es &
wholes For CFC, the major policy shift dy the Soviet
Union is one of Saoviet revisioniem trsnsforming itaself
into socisl imperisliem. The revisioniet Soviet Union
was considered es on internal enemy to be defeated from
within whercas the socisl imperislist Rusoie 46 enh encny
to be fought from withoute Further, 5 & new entrant
into tho erene of impericlism, the CFC holds thet the
Sovict Union 48 en embitious and eggressive imporisliet
povwer seeking world hegemonye 48 ouch, thae sociel
imperieclist power waes held es the princigel enemy which
teons to say that the CPC with its revolutionary ellies
world over cen meke e tecticel ellience with American
idupericlism es snd when necesssry to check the edvence of
of tho Soviet zocial imperielism and i1ts pursuit for world
hegemonyes
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In the gbove enslysis, ve seec two sete of contree-
dictions one repleoing the other ground the yesr 1970.
The firat cet constitutes of the Soviet revisionisnm in
the copitelict world end Chine es the leedsr of the
world revolution. The second cet of contradictions ie
vestly different fron the first in that the Soviet Union
eheds {ts ecerlier peesive role talking en sctive interven-
tionist role in the world sffairs. The stegflation
remains only to turn into decp recession st the end of
seventies end the Chinese communiost perty holds thet
the Soviet Union a5 'sociel imperieliet' power while
Zecping ite options open for e tecticel elliance with

westorn povers led by Americee.

fThe Meoist movement in the country as it caeme into
existence in the letter pert of siitiec can de Bsid to
heve teken 1te birth vhile the firat set of contredictions
were in operation. However, 4t should ds recognised thet
no sooner the Heolist movement becsme & considersble force
in the country thon it found itself emidst & 4ifferent set
of contredictions replecing the onees thet vhich had been
rgoponsidle for 1ts birth, Here, it 18 necessery to
eleborate the firat cet of contrsdictions so a8 to undor-
stand their concrote igpect on the Becist movement in the
country while it wes s8till taking shepe.

Kruschev's theory of pecceful trensformetion onviseged
the possidility of peasceful transfornetion to socislisp in
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the dsveloping part of the worlde. This transformetion,

a8 the theory states, would be nade into & resl possidility
end in fact will be accelerated se the coviet gid 18 made
evailsble to the countries in the developing worlds The
soviet eld gcts a8 & lever ggelnst the imperielist penetra-
tion thus meking it possidle for the people in the
developing world, given their eotive interveation, to go
for the non~copitslist path of development in the ead,
Soviet Union under Kruschev opting itaelf a apirit of
poesceful co-cxistence ond peeceful competition in the
economio reslm particulerly with the western world eleo
essumes that the wéatem world should reciprocste the seme.
The apirit behind the theopry of pesceful trensformation

| Mules out any possidbility for e violent opposition to
impericlicm eand jts dominstion in colonial, senmi-coloniel
end neo~colonial paert of the world. Horeover, Soviet
Union positively secks to help the individusl regimes 4n
the developing world cs long a8 they ere willing to take
eny kind of essitonce from ite A concrete reflection

of this polioy 15 thet the communiats in the third world,
according to CPEU, should abandon any ettempt for erued
actions, rebellions end take the parlicmentery road,

aseist the 'progresaive’ regines in their respective
countries in opposing imperislicm and work in the direction
ofvuilding non~cepitelist economiese '
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leo~Zedong held 6 sherply opposite view to that of
the shoves He held thet 'no new independent stato under
the dictatorship of 1ts own bourgeoisie can emerge in the
ere of impericlien ond proleterisn revolution's. Explaining
this, lMeo Zedong hoids thet 'the netionel bdourgeoisie is e
cless vith Quel charsoter. On the one hend, it 48 opposed
by saperielien cnd fettered by feudalism end conseguently
$3 {n contrsdiction with both fmpericlicn snd foudellism seee
but on the other hend it lacka courege to oppose imperislisn end
feudelien thoroughly dbeceuse it is ccomomicelly end politicaelly
flecby and 6till has economic ties with imperieliem end
feudoliam.”!

The ebove view sdvocated by Heo-Zedong 4o in sharp
contrediction to the Kruschev's theory of pesceful trensfors
metion. It envieseges not only the possidbility but also the
necessity to go for armed aotions perticulerly &n the
developing port of the world. Oiven the first set of
contredictions wherein CPC undertakes to gctively oppose
the soviet revisionism on one haend end fight smpericlisnm in
generel and fmericen fmperialism 4n perticulsr on the other,
the call for ermed rebellions with due emphesis on the
coloniel , semt-colonisl end neo-coloniel pert of the world,
hes got & telling influence on the communists working 4in
the aren. By sny messure, the cell for srmed revolt ie an

] Selected works of Hoo=-Tse-Tung, Peking 3
f9690 Vol.1X De 325, 214 27
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added ettraction enthusing the communists in the under-
developed Aoia, Africe end Latin Americe. This 88 of
perticuler signifiocance to our study for without the
influsnce of vhich the rise of Heoists on the political
gcene of Indie could not heve been & realitye

The CPC'a strong sdvocacy for ermed sction egeinst
the colonicl, scni-coloniel and neo-coloniel order a9
opposed to the theory of peacaful transtormotion roughly
coincided with the eppesrence of genersl criais in the
world cepitalicne The long doom witnessed in the
developed cepitolist world following the wer spelt
egually longer Goom end its conseguences oceme to de felt
es egrly ae in tho lstter helf of sinties osn dbe seen from
the following exhoustive escoount dy no less en suthority on
economic cetters than Ernest lendel.

"The current recession 45 the outecome of & typicel
phece of decline in the rete of profite This deocline
clesrly entedates the promounced incresse in ofl prices
aefter the October Wer of 1973 (Vest Asian)e Here ore some
atatistics that demonstrete thiss

Rate of profit (efter deduction of the gains of epprecistion
of stock values) on the net holdings of industrisl end



commerciel companies $n B pritein

After Taxes

Yeer Before Texes
195054 16, 5% 6. 7%
1955-59 ALY ) 703
1560-64 13.0% 707
1965-69 1.7% 5¢ 35
1568 11.6% Se 25
1969 . 1195 be 7%
1970 Qe TH Let®
1548=50 16,39 8.6%
1951=59 W 358 6ol
195660 12,35 6e 3%
1961-65 W15 8¢ 3%
1966-70 12.9% Te78
1970 9e13 5 3%
1974 e 6% Se 75
1972 9% 5¢ 65
1973 104 5% 5ol

31

(Rate of Profit (efter elininetion of the goins of
epprecistion of stock velues) on tho capitel of none

financial companies in U.S).
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Foy West QGernany, ezperts cslculete that the groes
income of compnnies (minue fictitious “ealeries of catre=
prencurs”) divided by the net holdings of these compunies
declined by sbout 208 between 1960 and 4968 (the yeer of
tho economic upturn, with 8 strong new rise of profits
after tho recession of 1966-67) and dy 258 between 1968
end 1973

The present recession 38 merked dy a pronounced
under-utilization of productive cepacity in ths principel
imperialist country, the United Stetes, as is shown by the
following teblet

1966 - 92

1567 - 8749

1966 - 87.7

4969 - 8649

1970 el 78

19N - 7%

1972 - 7846

1973 - 83

197 - 78 (fourth quarter)

This long-~term deteriorstion 48 all the wore
pronounced 4f socount is teken of the enormous ghere of

Amaricen production waoted on militery or paremilitery
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goalse The result $s a viprtuslly permenent non-
utilization of nearly e third of productive cspscity
directod toward ocivilien produotive goeless The source
of the current cpisis es & crisis of over=production
could not be botter expresced.

The turnedbout in the long=term economic trend of

" dovelopment ie also perfeotly clessicsle Nurtured by

the war and reconstruction and dy the increeae in the

rate of exploitetion o¢f the working clses that fescisn
end the wer cllowed internstionsl copitel to cerry out;
euplified by the third industrisl revolution and s atrong
incroesse in productivity (of production of reletive
surplus veiue), the proionged expensioan has deen exheusted
by the combined offgects of the inerease in the orgonic
conposition of cepitel (s result of the third technologicsl
rovolution itoclf end the atsgnation or decline in the
rate of surplus velue (a result of the long period of full
enmployment)e The rate of profit hes beech whittled down,
Accumuletion of capitel hes elowef.">

Owing to the fect thet the orisis of overproduction
48 itsclf largely & crention of the overaponding by the
gtgte, the poseidility to avert the crisis resorting to

2 Hendel , Brnest, The Generslized Recassion of
the Internetionsl Capitelist Economy glts

Consgauences), Bombay: 1975.




5
454

the Koyneaien renedy 18 oxhausteds Tho following tebdble
2411 provide the extent of the 4cdts incurved dy the
Steteoe

The rate of borrowing in FRG accelerated as

follows §°
1955 to 1960 303
1560 to 1965 603
1065 to 1970 5075

1570 to 1975 over 100%

NIRRT

The situstion in the other imperielist countries is
much the sames The acceleration in the 4cbt incurred by
the osccumiletion procesns on ¢n extended scsle rosul ted
not in the inoressing growth rates/profit rotes in the
econonye At the most, ths overfinancing cerved the _
purpose of keeping the growth rates from felling further.
The grovwth rates in the developed cepitolist countrice
slready 8tood ot 1ow levelse The monetery expansion
blootered further the elready inflationary situstion,
tha net rosult Yeing the lov growth rates with incressing
price situations Thus @ stagflationsry situstion ceme to
be stebiliced for moat part of the seoventias.

@

3




5%
39

The overspsnding by the atate i generel in the
doveloped capitelist countries has got enother inter-
esting especte The militery dullde-up <laims most part of
the state expenditure. This 4o papticulerly true with
dmericen impericlienm. Agein, the increasing spending on
the militery build~up &n increasing proportions year
efter ysar, 18 to be scen tn the contexrt of the redbeilious
developing pert of the werld snd the desire to plundoy
the rew meterisl on s continuel dasize Thus, the
redeliious world, perticulerly the develoning pert of
1t, exhencte the economic potentisl of the Inperieclieme
It is en scknowledged fact thet the Vietnem vwer ie ssid
to heve accounted for e good proportion of the econowic
crisclo in Americe with 1te disestrous conseguences on the
rest of the vorlde Beaidos, the disproportionate spending
on the military 4in the developed ceopitelist world is secn
to have affected unoven growth emongst them thus fusling |
the inter~imporiclict rivelerye Victor Perlo's teble
Justifiee the poeition tokeng

1111¢ery spending Annuel Hete of
Country es per cent of GNP growth in fndustrial
1 production 19553 to
1963, .

UeSe 8.5 b0
Great Britein 9.8 3.3
Franoce 52 63
Ped Rep of Cermeny Lot Tot
Itely 3¢5 8.0

Japen 1.0 1346




"The order of economic growth 4s exsctly the
oppocite of the order of mzutarasataon."“

Reflecting the overproduction orisis iz the
flight of cepital from the developed cepitelist worid
to the underdeveloped $n pursuit of meking good for
the declining rotes of profit in the former countries.
Addéd to this 15 the overspending on the militery end
the outgn of capital, Besides these two faotors, there
18 yet enother factor - the uneven growth emongst the
countries of the developed copitelist world end the
consequent heightening of economic competitions All
these feotors together got refleoted in lerge deficite
in the balance of payment position of the United States
of Americe herslding the onoet of crisis in the late
oixtiese Dollser es the internetional atenderd currency
ceased to enjoy the position any longer signelling the
international monetery orisise. Floating exchenge rates,
trade pressures on the reletively less fortunste
developed cepitslist world, stagflation have decome the
order of the day,.

The disestrous conseguences of the stegfletionery
eituation in the west on the developing wrlid with the
former trying to shift its dburden on the latter agre fer

N

L Kuczynski, Jurgen, The Yor mie
Capitolism, New Delhi s People's Pub. House, 1977,
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more scrioucs Trade protectionism prectised by the
west eddsd to the incrcaee in tie cost of imports
egareveted the balance of puymelits position of a8 number

of countries elowing down their ¢conomic growth rates.

The generel cconomic crieiﬁ cennot dut de expected
to result in politicsl turmoil oh & vest scele. There
|
ere any number of political strujgles ageinst the

regimes that deo It 6 imposelbgete‘recount all

the struggles - big and smell - erupted in the period
all through the world. Arned s¢rusgle in Indo-Chine,
enti-Victnameee wer demonatratt§ms in the U.Se4ey the
famous frensh studont revold, the sll too freguent
geaoral strikes by treds unlond in the developed
cepitelist world perticulsrly 4n Britein, the West
Asien orizis, large-scale political turmoil in e
aumber of countiries which 1noﬂm&es india, Pekisten,
Sri Lenka, Iran et¢c sre only é few to Ve nemed,s To
gauge the intencity of the politicel turmoil, it is
sufficient te say thet the pbr&od from tne mid sixties
todate witnessed an enormou# incresse in the aunber
of countries rulea,by-mxliméry juntes. 1In short, the
politicel turmolil wes rether s rule all over the world
with few exceptions, Of perticuler interest to the
study is the cultural revglution in Chine during the
-letter helf of aixties,



The generel economic crisis end ¢ genersl
political turmoil 4o the charecter of the period.
Order becomen Alsorder. The now dorment social
end politicel forces eppeer on tho stage beconing
g8 potentiel threst to the exteting order. The
generel etmozphere of unrest spreeds which comes
into existence with the crisis sdded to the desire
for a chenge bringse millions into sction., A situstion
of this nature hes got 8 cumuletive function with
incressing potentiel chaellienges to the regines thet
bee The politicel unrest of wide dimensions &n the
western world s opposed to the power of cspitel with
occesional overtones to the reédellions in the coloniel,
geni~colonial end neo-colonial port of the world
sgeinet imperielist dominetion added to the direct
inpetus provided by the culturdl revolution in China
is the beckground for the rice of #Bsoist moverent 4in
Indiss The lorge scele perticipstion of educated
youth bvelonging sostly to the urden middle ocless 18
to be escribed, though in pert, directly to the
genersl crieis preveleant st the world level. However,
there ere psrticulsr ceuces of ¢riges perteining
to the country epert from the general crigle in the
world, The perticulsr econonic end politicel crisis
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in the country in the lstter holf of sizties 48

compounded vhen added by the genersl orisis in the
world.

In thic context, it is necezsery to trece the
nsture end potentiel of the netional economic end
politicel orisio which had been responsible to &

grest length in giving rise to the militznt Heovlot
noevenent,

The period between the fourth and aixth general
elections to the Lok 8ebhe hse becn 8 period of groet
turnoil and tensione %he perticuler politicel end
eccononic fremoworik which come into exietence under
the leasdership of Jewshar Lel Nehru ss Prime iinister
came under covere streins by mid siztieas The politicel
end economic processes are st once voth indspendent
and dependent ond the esount of orisie genersted by
the cofncidence of oriels developing independently

in dboth the processes will de fer more thon otherwise
be the cese. The cerly yeers of the letter helf of
sixtics heve witnessed such s coincidence. The deeth
of Nehru and the economic process initiested by him
doveloping enormous constreinte by the sppreoch
of mid sixtics expleins the coincidence of the

politicel and economic crices.
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food and foreign eichange sre the two essential
items without which no industrialisetion ie possidle.
Yot the country hee mede colocsel dependence on
imperielism for the estisfaction of the food end
foreipgn exchenge requirements of the country during
the period of Nehru. The depenrience on the P.le 480
despite the vast resources of the countyry iying
unused expleins the pelitical lesdership's unwillingness
towerds undertoking radicel lond restructuring in
the countrysides The leck of foreign exchenge 18 also
explicedle in terss of structursl rigidities of the
Indien econonye The extent of dependence comee to
full light when 4t is scen that the United Stetes
of American kept the export of the grein on e vweekly
besis end got the Indien government to devalue the
rupee exchenge rete oo sgainot doller by as much e8
30%. The intensive industrielicaetion progresme wes
underteken by the government of Indie during the
second plen progrexee end in the subseguent period
neither reduced the foreign exchenge reguirements of
the country nor facilitated higher amount of growth
rotes in the industrisl growth. Insteed lerge deficits
on scoount of the belance of peyments have appeéred
bYecides winding up the plen progremme &l together and
declering s vivtuel plsu holidey for three consequent
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years detween 1265=67,.

Lerge=~acale food riots in %est Beongel provide
the inpediscte Dackground for the Hexelduri uprioing.
The politicel inatedility reflected in the form of
tha detest 0f the Congress perty in aine atetes
supposedly confirnme the velief thet the politicel
vepranentativen of the bouvgeoisie have exhoustad
theldr potential t0 do orisis mamegement. Feiluve
0 4 crisic sensgenent constitutes en fmportant
premise on which the Nerelbsyl movement rests. But,
thot the dourgeoisie hes not exhsusted ite full
potentiel hos been brought ovenr by the rzaulte of
the atd~torm pell neld to the Lok Sebhe tn the
firet guerter of 1979. This expising in pert for
the sudboecuent veskening of Yeoist moveaent ia
Fest Bengel end perts of Andhre Prsdesh pepticulerly
the Srikeikuiem peascnt uprisiug.

However, that the reatorstion of pocliticel
stabiiity following the mid=torm poll in 19571 feiled
to provide ¢risic mensgement wes brought out es
eerly eo in 1973, The economic crisis has reeppeared

only to be folloued by lerge sceleo politicsl unreut,
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if the economic end politicel crices eppeared in the
gecond haif of the eixtics hea got ite roots primarily
in the Indisn setting, the cesme cannot be seid to de
true with the corisis which orupted in the firet helf

of scventies, The leticr crisis owen for most pert

of it to the developmaents outside the countyry. It
does not meen to sey In on ultinete enslysis thet

the economic structure of the country does not desr
any responsidility ess breeding the crieie from time

to time. Further, it must bo seid that no smount of orisis
originoting outeide & perticular country's economy

will affect it unless 4t hss structurel fategrsotion
with the ocutolde ecenoniess The intensity with which
the orisis originating outside beszring on the acountry's
netionsl econony brinzs cut the corpressonding
proportion of the integration of tho lattor with

the former,

Ths OPEC e1l price hike in 1973 badly hit the
developing aconomies shereas the developed esconomies
could minimise the brunt by hiking the velue of their
experta. For countriee likke lIndis, the trade gep
widened on account of both higher oil prices end

other importe flowing from West Asis and devoeloped
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countries rescpectively. It 48 not so much the trede
g€8p dut the imported inflation which ectunlly was
the mein concera of the developing countries.

Yet, there is another intereating festure of
political neture emaneting from the contention between
the too supsr povers. sl 4t not bveen fop this
contention Between the two super powers et the
internstional scele, the poifticel developments 4in
the country leading to the imposition of internsl)
energency could have not dbecope a reslitye. In this
aontext, it 18 interesting to guots sa efficiel

Chinsse courcet

"The evonomic d4irficul ties of the developing
countries end the resultent politicael unrest will
piovide the Soviet hegemonists witn loophoies to
6ADlOAt eseecoceeell the developed countevies sre o
Join the developing countries in resisting the
expsnsionist of the Soviet hegemordats, they must
w846 inlo considerstion the vitel interests of the
developing countiriens and resclve the NortheSouth
conrlict,"?

5 Gou, Zhou (ed)., Chine ond the Wworld (1),
Belding » Beljing Review, 1982



Thue, the eotive intervention of soviet union
together with i1ts proxies in peris of Africa, aAsis
end Letin Zmorica often with direct militery support
notwithatending the personnel supply oehouid be
underatood gs taking asdvsntage of the world cepitelist
orisise. The intansity of the world capitelist crisis
¢sn e gouged by the fact thet it o this crieis which
ultinetoly reoulted In ths slectorsl defaat of Brimso
Banderensike in Srd Lenke, Indire Gsndhi in Indie
end ssiddesth of Bhutto. The United States of zmerice
83 the lesder of the conveantionsl cepitelist world
has hed Y0 lose meny srees of influence in favour
of Sovist Gnlon in the seveaties. Reagan being
voted to power in the presideniiai elactions heid
0 4979 $n UsSA La widely intarproted so the desivre
on the pard of thke dopinend Ameridssn zeyeng to
veverse the continveue losing of ground such t6 the
advente,e of the ULShke The axperience of tlie jest
three years since Repgen cole O power vindiceted
the gbove view point. In one of his reuent declerstions,
Reegon justifisdly clalmed thet tho Soviet Unton could

not move an inch further siace e cane indo office.



The serious contentiion between the two super
powers is s matter of fect boyond doubt in eveyy
part of the worlde This has got refledted in the
political dovelopments that took place within the
country. %The west led by USA gave atrong support
to the opposition-led EBidher & GQuisrat agitetions
while the 3oviet Union together with 1te sllies
supperted the government of Indire Genddi. he
Soviet support wee evident in thet the Compuniat
Pardy aof Indie orgenis ed en 'antiefascist’ worldd
¢ouferancs in Petna durdng the Miergency whiceh wee
well attended by representetives £rom zelinly the
goviot Uinfon ond 4ta e3lles world overs The strong
voiciang of support £ror the plotform of 'enti-fesclot!
confaorausey 16d the political edbasrverc te delieve
et the confeorance woa organicad with explicit
1atants to damonstrats z3eliderity with the government
¢z Indivs Gandhd. Thus, the contention between the
Tud SUDET HOWSCS givon the aconoric ¢risis axported
to the countyy from outeide were the two predominent
aspects of 2o palitical and esonomia dovelopments

in Indie duving the scventiag,
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To sum up, the Meoiast movament in the country
took its origin amidsot serious political end aconomic
erises thet ars largely responsible to the internsl
reasons, However, the politicel snd scononic
crisss at the international lavel and its smpect on
the iniernel dovelopments of the country cannot Vo
ninimised, The Vzolat wovemant 4a Indie took its
birth in 2 world orde® veged on the nertioulsy nast of
contradictions - the Soviet revisionies, Ohins's
claims for the lesderahip of worlé reveclution end
the oteglirtion in the vorld ceyitalisme DBut, no
sooner the Yeovist uvvenent tock ito birth than it
hed to find iteell in 8 asw world oxrdepr desed of 8 N6y
set of contredictions L.2., Loviat 'soeial imperislisn',
the downgreding of the role of fperican imperielish
vher sempered te the Soviet ‘sodces) dmpertiolise' 4n
their pursult for zorld 'hegeseny’ by CPC identifying
the lstter as the priveipsl cenaeny, sid the intensified
stag¥liotionery situztion in the worlé cspitelienm
mering ite esrlier stretegic end tsoticel poesitions
irrelevent to ths new situstion. Secetions of the
CPI(ML), now 4ivided into meny s groug 69 edmit thet

their asssecapent 0f the world situation of the pertod



6]

went wrong with the implication thet this factor
wes meinly recponsidle for the subsequent weskening
of the movement, However, 1t 18 not cleerwhether
they sccept the ebove enslysis. But, then it must
be said thet the ebove esnalysis is not epplicaple
to the iaoiet movement oo & wholee EvVer since ite
beginning, there were two seperate and 4istinct
trends 4n the Meoist movement in the country, ~The
sndnra revolutioneries couprieing the leeders
nemely Lete Terinela Negl Reddy, Chsendre Pulla
Reddy, VevulspelliVenketeshwora Redv, formed @
distincet group from thot of the leoiets under the
leedership of Cheru Mosundsp.

The po:sibility of e third world vwar ~ Chins
being surroundef by the two super povers edded with
the internal politicel inetadility secens to hsve
constituted the dbesic essesement of the CHI(KL)
under Cheru lezumdsr. Oiven this politicsel essessment,
it 18 only to ba expected thet the leadership felt
en ell out urgency to conduct armed struggle on en
famediete extensive end intensive scele et its
higheat form. GSole importence given to the politicel
etruggles et the cost of mobilisetion of pessantry



on their ecoromic demends - end the theory of
individuel snniniletion ss the mein form of

struggle sre the tsctiecsl errors resulting in the
weekening of the movenment,

Thet the Andhre revolution:srics committee
seens to have differed with the asbove politicel
esaesszent 14 & resiity, slthough thely writings
do not disepprove it. Truely, their understanding
eppears to hevae confined to the schewe - Lhe
Roviet revialonian, CFC s the lerder of the world
revolution and the general ¢risis at nome and
abrond, The ovarsatimetion of Choru lssumder group
148+, the poosibility of » third wvorld war dves
70t sesm to be true with the Andhra revolutionaries.
4s euch, their position on the tectics for Indien
revolution vestly differed with thst of the same
under Chsru ¥amusnder lesdership. Fuphesis on
economic desends, mess ncotion instesd of individusl
snridnilation snd the prmed struggie es the "nsin
foru' of struggle instecd of it be&ixg rocogniaed
&8 sole form «re the teetice sdopled by the Zndhrs
revolutionsry commities., The sein cnuse for their
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sustenance end expension in their ares of operstion
unlike the weekening of the Meoist movement under

the lesdership of Cheru Mesumdsr i to be seen in
their vestly different understsnding on the tectics.
This sloo expleins for their cspecity to withstend
the new world order with entirely different set of
contredictions es its basis where the Soviet Union
started meking sctive intervention in the turbulent
third world, This tekes us to yet enother phese in
the »orld politics. dome of the importent developments
that took plece in seventles seem to have brought
shout profound changes in world politice ee tae

decade cazg to & close. HNotable among them sre Resgen
being voted to power in USA and the firm control
established by Leng-Xiso~Ping subseguent to the

death of a0 Zgdong in Chine. If Reegen is known fopr
his remilitaris stion of Americe on an extended scele
presumably to reverse Soviet successes in the developing
pert of the world, Deng=iieso~Ping is znown for his
theory of three worlds, It cen be escumingly saserted
thet the purpose which the three world theory is
supposed to serve is no different from Heegen. Both
eim et checking the Soviet sdvencea, The three world
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theory, s hss been guoted esriier from sn suthentie
Chinese source, explicityly recognises the fesct thet
the 'third world' ie subjected to or is in deep
econonic snd politicel crisis. /48 & wey out of the
erisis, the three world theory edvocstes for a new
internetionel economic order with the develaéped
cepitelist countries essisting the third world in
sslvaging their economies for ¢ smooth and susteined
growih on & coantinusl besis. In the svsence of such
& comprenensive economic ssaistence to hes lent oy
the weat, sccording to the thres world theory, Soviet
Union will continue to exploit tne politicsl turmoil
to ite advantsge,

To the extent the seiat groups in Indis have
gdoptad the theory, zoai ol the sﬁom with few
exegplicus are fouwnd propegeiing tie three wrld
108007, taese L4 8 88a of change in their poliiicsl
beheviours 7The. mske cosmoun ceuse with the government
in densnding Lor & better ilrestment in sll {uternational
foruss TRo0 Yhe west sonceraing sostly esononic matters.
However, the Coviet ceup ic exeluded in ell such
mettera, the wole elm belny one of ohocking snd eroding

the influence of Soviet wlon on Indien Stete in every
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respects. Thus, there sppeers to be & vest change

in their politicsl progrsmme., For from seeking to
sctively utilise the world cepitalist erisis end

ite ineviteble reflection in the economic end
politicel crises of the country to the revolutionery
end, the politiesl progreume of the Meoists supposedly
makes en importent emendment. Thus, the revolutionsry
‘overthrow' of the resctionery state is mede subject
for certain conditions. It must be noted thet the
eepitelist crisis 18 no longer seen with the seme
esrlier enthusiessn ss a fevoursble factor enhancing
the revolutionsry potentielities by Neolste., instesd
the reverse is trues As such, there eppesr to e
corresponding chenges in their strategic snd tecticel
positions in the recent pest. This may not augur well
to the future sdvence of their movement, It might
Justifisbly be doubted what the extent of Neolam left
in the Indien Heoist Movementis!



SHARTES 1Y
RISE AND QRCNIE OF M/CLST STULEST BOVEMERT

The most notsble eheracteristic festure of simost
oll populer sgitstions during sizties end seventies is
that the students hsd been in the forefront. This must
lerd ue to the conclusion thet Indie is fecing the
problen of transition. Educetion in the developing
countriea serve e s tranamission belt from antiguity
to 1ts opposites. The problems of wail the developing
countries are the prodbleze of transition, Neny
commentators held that it is not the underdevelopment
rather m.«uup-mt breeding politicel turmoil.
Students in the developing countries perticulsrly
Indie of'ten foundlesding populsr sgitations speeks for
the hindrences in the way of the process of trensition,
At times of severe crisis, the trsasition process comes
to & neer Lalt giving rice to educeted unemployment.
There sre sny nusber of studies mede on the campus
unreet visep=vie the populsr sgitetions which identify
the unesploywent =8 the msin ceuse. 211 the pepuler
egitetions, whstever their evert expressions end
demends, were in sp ultimete snelysie moliveted by the

feer of unemployment, The figures of educated unemployed

72
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registered with the employment exchenges run into
several millions end the unemployment is on & stesdy
ineresse. This is true for sll times. The recurring
erieis from time to time further sggrevetes the
slreedy explosive situation end =28 ¢ result the
unemployed resort to mess egitstions,

Crises recurring in the developing countries
do not necesserily have the seme charactzr ss that
of the developed countries. The periodic erisis common
to the developed cepitaliat countries do affect that
of the develeoping. But the economies of the developing
countries heve got their own psrticulsrities. It
ie nore 80 with countries like Indis., It is not the
periodic c¢risie but rether the strong tendencies of
precepitalist neture betryed by the Indien economy
which play hevog with the trensition process. The
problems of trensition sre essentislly systemic in
neture. “Monopoly cepitel in Indis beers s closer
femily recemblence to pre-industriel monopolies
then to contemporary monopoly capitelism in the
west, end constitutes ipso feeto one of the major
obstecles slongside semifeudslism snd neo-colonislism
to the trensformetion of Indie slong capitslist nnu".'

1. Chendra, Nevin, "lonopoly Cepital, Privete
Corporste Sector snd the Indien Feconomy - A

8t in Relstive OGrowth, 1&1-76" in
l&%}.&ﬂﬂb Gpeeial Number, oy
August, .
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The Indian plaaning exereiss is basiocelly
normetive. Agsin, it should be emphesised that X
it is not so much the snerchic chsrscter of the
produotion but she greedy neture of the propertied
classen heving conireli over the meens of production
for unesrrned end qQuick profits whioh hempers the
economic growth on sny significent acele. The
unproductive charscter of the privete corporete
“ Tne
inieresting eepect of it is that the net fixed

sector is evideat f'rou the following table.

sssets Joimetion es 8 preportion w the net cepitel
forsetion vver Lbe yeers (1900«75) has fellen to
o8 low &8s ihree tenths.

oLS 3 X Priveto Corp. Sector

Year Het  Het Net Net Net Net  Net
Fixed Cepitel Fixed Fixed Cepiial Fixed Capital
ingets Yoras- Assets Ascets Yorme- Asaets Formee

Forue- tion forma~ Jorma~ tion Forme~ tion
tion tion tion tion
1961/
65 1035.86 1709.0 2hGet 469.7 1281.9 a178.7
1506/
70 6379 1261.5 27.9 14149 065.8 14036k
197/
75 315.2 1330.7 69.2 £60.6 38Lh.b 1611.3

Ze Sen, Renjit, "Indie's Ecoromic Crieis" in
and Foliticel Hgekiy, Bombay t April 15th, .
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Notet (2) PULC - Public Limited Companies;
PRLC = Privete Limited Companies
Privete Corporste Sector - FULC plus PRLC

b)  Net cepitsl formstion - Het fixed sasets
formetion plus chenge in inventory

(e) 1 orore - 10 million

The one inescspeble conclusion follewing from
the pettern of ;_worumlng by the industrisl
bourgeiosie in the privete corporete sector shether
it is nstionel or foreign is thet its contribution
to the crestion of gainful employwent is not so
considersble, Tresditionally, the public seotor
end the government services have been the mejor
sources of employment. Fver since the tiird plen,
the investment in the public sector hss got
stagnated snd the level of present investnents in
this sphere does not, messured in constent prieces,
greetly differ from what it wes in the esrly eixzties,
It needs no particulsr substentiation,

Ia view of the sbove feots, it is no wnder
that the smount of crieis genersted by the declerstion
of plen holidsy Zor the three conszoutive yeers i.e.
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1965=66, GO=67 and 67«68 should result in e lerge
scsle politicel unrset. 4lso, it is known thst
the recovery in the following yesrs of plen holidey
wes not es such 80 &8 to edeguately compensete for
the losses and regieter en sdditional growth in
suploywent ¢reation. The rise of the militent
soist student movement should be seen sgeinst
tais beckground. However, this expleins only the
objeutive factors responsible for the origin end
#pread of the Maoist student movenent elsewhere.
The subjeviive fectors sare no less important.

Fs rs x *

he prevaience of ganervel politiesl unrest
whataver 4ty dapth cannot By itaelfl Leoome &
condition espakble of giving riss to nilitaat
novenents ~ 133t 1% scta o8 ¢ nhecesssry conditien.
The polisivel unrsst bora out of a varioty of
sufen, the aconomie anag balag the lzat of sil
cgusen, ahould he seom canamtially a8 a dofisnce
of the atete, The dsfimnce of ths atete in the
cass of Meoliate, golog by thelr ldeclogicel and
politiesl sroncancamanii, 43 Wisle Lefisnce of
suthority or order hes got auch more sttrection
with sll the rootlesz in the soclety. The student
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section constitutes the mejor chunk of the rootless
in the svclely. Keolisis undereisnd the rootlessness
of the students in e wore posiitiye sense. For
inetsace, George Reddy, the founder leader of
progressive Demccrstic Students Union wirvte in cne
of his srticles thet the students an & seotion does
not poesces any chsrecter, EHtudents 8 & section
is 10 be seeh 06 & Susponded body from the lerger
societys Thus, the Lssic charscter of defience of
ell forme of authority i.c¢., imposition from sbove
wheh sdded with the clesencsencss tend to meke the
Btudents ideslist revolutioneries, liowever, it
should be reoengnised thet the very ohersuter of the
students ss mentioned esrlier will not sutometicelly
lead them towaras revolutionary ideslism. There
must exist certsin rorces advoemting revelilions
against the unjust cisss-society. Hven cnis 18

not enougi: in the sense that the subjective forces
sdvocating revolutionery csuse should not only
recognise the rmluuom potantial of the student
section hut theay muast be prepared to losd the latter
inte revolutionsry setion. Tn our context, the
Hoolste heve fulfilled this condition. OCheru
Masumdsy gave s cell to the students to go to the
rural arees snd pssist the peamsentry in carrying

P



cut sgrerien revolution.” Students constitute an
tmportant and essentiel part in the four-clsases
front pursuing the ceuse of new deavorstic rovelution.
'rho four-clesees front composed of workers, pesssatry,
petty-bourgeiosie snd the netionsl bourgelosis tekes
imperislicm snd feudelism, the 'eoupreter’ bourgelosie,
heving intrinaie linke with imperisliisz snd s such
baling tied with the imperislist forces, o8 1ts mein
engny clesves, The lesdership of tho front remeins
in the hends of the working cless perty. @tudents,
intellectusls elong with the small businese ere known
to sonstitute the petty-bourgeicsie clase. Truely,
tag petiy-bourgeiosie cless particulerly the students
Ployed not en insignificent role in the Indien

Heolat uovement, No other student movement of eny
worth osald rivel thet of the isoists in Bengel sround
the yosr 1570, How end why thie hes been mede
poerible? The explsnstion should be sought in the
'concrete study of the concrete reslity'. Neither

the mere preparcdness of the subjective forcves

to orgenise the students into revolutionsry ection,
given the baselc charecter of the student section, nor

3. Bsnerjee, Suments, I the Weike of Nexelbury

CRs
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the existence of favoursble politicel environment
nor the two together will explein the rise of the
lpoist student movement to & position of unrivelled
exclusive dominence., The perticuler correletion
between the verious politicel forces existing st
the time which 1a inclusive of the Meoists end the
internel logic of the developing objective situstion
in terus of the specific politico-economic reslities
end & study of these two spects in ite concreteness
will explsin the sctuel cesuses behind the growth
of the student movement. FHere, it is out of plece
to go in deteil sbout the study of the conerete
developments obtained in Weet Bengel et thet time.
However, certein generslisstions cen be mede in
this regerd, Considering West Bengel ss e separete
politicel entity, meny commentstors held that the
left movement in the state reesched its height to
meke o serious bid for revolutionary teke-over,
Given the stronghold which the left movenent in the
state geined in urben ereese with the beckground of
heving led food movements end the food riots
spontaneously erupting in the rurel ereas in the
letter helf of sixties, all tuls should logically
culainate in the urben nesses asking common cause



b@

with the pessentry to fight the lsndlord snd

treder nexus, It is importent to note thet the
state hes got & relstively higher proportion of
urben populetion when compered to the esll-Indis
stenderds. The reletive success of the Meolsts in
ettrecting the urben petty-bourgeiosie particulerly
the students snd the intelligentsie is expliceble
for the fect thet the lisoists eppesr to have been
well in line conforming to the logic of the
revolutionsry csuse. The logic of the revolutionery
course of the then existing left moverent, seen
limited to the Weat Sengel context, dexsnds sgrerisn
revolution s8 the immediste progremme. However,

the not so significent successes recoried in
orgenising ammed rebellion in the countryside due
iatn).y to the erroneous tecticel line by the CPI(ML)
coupled with the hesvy repression drove the students
beck to the urben sress. The 'cultursl revolution'
found in reslity o8 e messure to keep up the

morele of ell thoee frustrsted could not lest long
though it successfully engesged the student section
for e time in e sort of meke-believe revolution.
fven this hes got petered out in due course. But,
intercstingly enough, the 'cultursl revolution' of
the Calcutte atudents wes not a2 totel fellure in the
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sense that it wes found to have grestly inapired
the Oemanie studenta, The result is the birth

of @ snell group orgsnised under the benner of
Frogressive Uemocratic Gtudents (PLS).

Begun in 1857 with the firet wer of Indien
independence, the netionel liberetion movesment
continues to dste. The feliure of the first ever
wer of Indiesn indeyendence due meinly to its
lesderehip of feudel cleosees snd the continuetion
of the nationsl liberstion movement under the
lesdership of big bourgeiosie clssses in the -
subseguent period 4id not result in the esteblishment
of any 'genuine' democrsey. Feudal exploitetion
end oppression continues to dete, if enything, with
muach more intensity, The ifmperielist exploitetion
hes grown menifold, “het hes happened in 1547 wes
e mere trenefer of power from the British imperielists
to the hefids of locel resctionery clesses. "rightened
with the emergence of Soviet Union under the dictetorship
of the proletarist in the internstionsl srene end
the ever incressing threet of the mess upsurge internslly
with the potentiel implicstions of wiping out ell
resction, the big bourgeiosie lesdership struck e
shedy deel with imperielism on the one hend s:xd



feudslism on the other. The developments at the
internstionsl and national level subseguent to the
second world wer wherein the world socialist forces
registered tremendous edvences snd the nsetionsiist
movenent, neer at lhome, has grown in its militency
reflecting the sspiretions of broad masses and hestened
the process of trensfer of power with the big bourgeiosie
striking s desl with imperislisa from behind the becks of
the pecple. Thus, reed the menifestos of PDSU, RSU end
P80 .

The semifeudel end semi-~colonisl set up now in
vogue nscessiistes the launching of New Demcoratic
Revolution. The national liberetion struggle has its
consuamstion in the overthmwiag of the combined
oppressive power snd exploitatiocn of the four mein
eneny classes l.0., the American impericliet, the
Soviet sociel impericlism, the compreder buresucratic
bourgeiosie end the feudslism. The hold end penetretion
of the twe euper powars in all the importsnt aspects
of nationul 1ife hes grown to such sn immensity over
the yesrs thet the beeic contradiction betwesn the
two super powers neamely the contention for world 'um
has come to influence all the internsl contrsdictions
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in our country. Of ell the contredictions in the

present nationsl and internationsl context, the
contradiction between feudilism versus broesd messses is

the principel contradiction. The success of the nestionsl
liberation struggle lies in the resclution of the

principel contradiction., The resolution of the principel
contrediction sutonsticelly lesds to the resolution of

ell other contradictions namely imperielism versus the
broed messea of our country, the contradiction between

the bourgeiocsie versus the working cless in the imperislist
countries and the contresdiction between the bourgeiosie
versus working cless et home. Thus the egrarien rewvolution
is the exis of the new democretic revolution.

Given the need for an sgrerian revolution and
the intensified atruggle between the two super powers
for en exclusive hegemony overy our our country se
pert of their etretegy et the globasl level which in turn
hes sggreveted ell other internel contrediotions
resulting in a genersl ’olttim turmoil, the urgency
with which the pessentry is to be orgenised for promoting
the ceuse of nationsl liberstion struggle hee grown in
immense proportion. As such the students while coming
forwerd to tseke direct perticipation in the anti-feudal
struggles have got to orgenise the students in perticulasr
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snd the urban masses in genersl in support of the
armed sgrerisn revolution which has its base in the
countryside. But this cennot be done succeasfully
unless every section of the urben measses are orgenised,
to begin with on their own sectionel demends., A
politicelly developed urben masses will lend snd sctive
support to the struggle of pecsent messes. The verious
programmes srticulated by the Meoist &tudent movement
in genersl end PDSU 4in perticuler in their bid to
trenslete the theory into esction is isportsnt to note.

lssue of Scholerships ¢ The students were
orgenised teking up their economic demsnds, This ia one

importent sspect of the struggle. The PIS took en active
pert in the Sociel Welfere hostel students’ strike in the
first gquarter of 1973. The demend wes en increase in the
smount of scholership money to per student. Agein, in the
month of July 1974, the social welfere hostel students were
orgenised when the paying boerders were removed from the
hostel. A huge demonstration has been held before the
Collectorate in lydersbad followed by hunger strikes.

The entire twin cities' scholership~holders were

mobilized into the struggle. As a result, the suthorities
have sccepted to effect considereble incresse in the smount
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of scholership to eesch student on the understending that
they cen no more hold the boerding responsibilities.

Indeed, the decision benefitted the students of the entire
state though the struggle hes been conducted by the students
of the twin cities. Thus, the influence of FDS confined
mainly to Osmenie cempus end twin cities end later spresd to
the distriots.

Struggle sgainst suthoriterisnies : Students from
tine to time had been orgenised sgesinst the suthoritarisn

prectices of the University suthorities. HNessive _
participetion of students in these struggles is reported
to have teken plsce. An interesting method consciously
followed in esch struggle is to foreing the suthorities
to spesk to the entire students instesd of & close~door
meeting with the representstives of the students, It
signifies & chenge in the uulutuuou) prectices towerds
@ broeder democoratisstion of the cempuses. The chenged
prectice continues to date with the effect thet it hse
now become s cul ture.

Anti-Price risg Movements 3  Anti-price rise
movements have been orgeniced twice within s span of

two years. The yeor '1973 witnessed & sherp rise in the
prices of foodgreins snd other essentisl commoditiea'.
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Bleck-marketeers, landlords, traders end other unscrupulous
elenenta sided and sbetted by the goverament snd its
mechinery mede the plight of the common men misersble.

In this situstion, the PD8 decided to orgsnise the
students sgeinst the rising prices. DBoycott of clesses,
meetings, demonstrations, processions, dhernss - with
these the movement progressed.

If the first anti-price rise movenent took place
in the first quavter of 1573, the sscond followed in
February 1975 The accond snti-price rise movement wes held
on an extended scele in the sense thet the FPLSU took
initetive in bringing together not less then 26 professional
orgenisetions in the twin cities comprised of mostly
white-coller empleoyeeca ond trade union orgsnisstions
in feotories.' "The ever deepening economic erisis cennot
but force ths whole burden from being shifted onto the
shoulders of the Indisn people. Sky-rocketing prices,
erosion of weges supplemented by the Wege-Breeze Act,
worsening unemployment snd the brutsl repression of the
people's movement heve mede the Anti-people nature of
the Government, cleerly visible to the people. In Andhrs
Predesh, the PDEU could no longer be & silent spectator



to the misery end suffering forced on the people.

With this in view, & csll to hold protest demonstretions,
on Februsry 14th by students, snd on Februsry 26th with
other sections of the people, was given by PDSU. Teking the
cell the district units set to work. Pamphlets were
distributed end students educeted. On Februsry 1lLth,
schools uu' colleges et over 78 centres in the Stete were
boycotted; demonstretions were held, processions were
teken out, send public meetings were conducted. At s few
centres, the call for boycott was changed into & call for
bendh. No less cuccessful was the second call orgenised
on Februery 26th. Here, the messes were educsted by
mesns of cycle rellies, 'Bustee' meetings, pudlic
meetings, cultursl dremes ot.e."“

Anti-Bus fere hike Agitation : July, 1974 commenced
with the unjustified incresse by over 75% in bus fares

by the AFERTC., GStudents took the lead to protest.

Pemphlets on the issue were brought out end students
educated. But the police in & surprise swoop arrested the
leaders under section 151 of Preventive Detention Act before
any militetnt action could be plenned. Later, the GoWt.
ceme out grenting concession to students. The subseguent

Le Kumer, Seshi M., "PDSU Brief Report (1971-75),
Yijrusbheng, Hydersbed : April-iay 1975
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confusion emong the students end the ill-plsnned ventures
di4 not sllow the movement to go forward.

A mess public meeting in support of Vietnamese
struggle in Jenuery 1973 and sn intensive propegends
support to the Resilway workers strike in Mey 1974 ere

most notsble smong the movaments of s solidarity nature
led by PDS.

There are other movements led by PDSU in this
period which fall under the cstegory of demend for Civil
Liberties. In thie context, two wost significsnt events
gan be bronght out. "To protest sgeinst the fescist
represcion of the government on the peoples’ just struggles,
end to demsnd the commuteiion of death sentences on the
pessant revolutionsries, Bhoosaieh snd Xiats Gowd,
the PDSU decided ® observe December Zlst ss Anti-Repression
Day throughout the stste".> Pamphlets were brought out
exposing the government snd highlighting the people’s
struggles. BEven though sll the colleges wers closed at this
time, students were modiliszed et neerly all towns upto the

Teluge level, especielly in Telengsns, snd demonstrstions
were held.

In the month of Jenuery 1975, Progressive Students’
of Osmenis Nedicsl College were illegelly deteined by the

e

Se Editoriel , Yiirumbheng, Jenusry-Februery, 1974



@ @

89

Police efter a clesh with R.8.5. elements. To protest
egeinst this illegel detention, 2 demonstration with over
100 PDSU students wes held in froant of the concerned Police
station. A lethi-cherge wes ordered end 28 students arrested
who were sentenced to 2 deye imprisonment. "This demonstre-
tion is e cleer witnese to the students' determinstion to
fight for Civil Liderties; end that too, in front of the

seets of ponr."

Thus, we see through the ebove prograames of PULE
an attenpt to orgenise sections of urben mescas not only
on their nerrow sectionsl demsnds but also the struggle
of & generel nature, Alwost ell the struggles mentioned
ebove are anti-government in neture. In the first
instence, PD8 orgenised itself in the sense of going to
ever incressing number of students. In the second
instence, it made en ettempt to dDring together all other
professionsl orgenisestions on & common pletform. Except
for s few sluns orgsnised under its direct liaw-htp in
snti-government struggles with the demand for supply of
water, electricity snd schools begun mostly in 1975, there
i no potsble effort in this direction. And finelly, the

6. Kumay, Seshl M., op.cit.
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influence geined in that process wes sought to be

chennel ised te secure support to the pessent revolutions~
ries. This had been the genersl orientetion of the
etudent movement led by PDS preceding the declaretion

of emargency on 26th June, 1975.

The declarstion of Emergency put =n end to legsl
functioning of sll student orgsnisstions belonging
to the Meoist orientetion, ﬂulftonod the student
orgenieptions end more perticulerly its lesderahip to
go underground, It does not seem thet the police could
arrevt ooy significant number of student leaders. This
egein epecke for the politicel meturity of the orgeniss-
tions. However, ss the deys progressed, the hunt for the
lesders of the respective orgenicstions sceze to heve been
intexaifiad by the Pclice. "As eerly as 28th July 1975,
four student leeders of Racicel Gtudents Uaion (RSU) were
arrested in Bolerum in Hydersbad snd shot dead in & neerbdy
forest - Oirejepally in Nedsk dietrict.”’ A specisl
connission with Juztice Blhargsve wes sppointed soon after
ezargescy by the then Jenets govermment &t the centre to
look into the pelice excesses during the period of emergency

— e = e e ———————————————

Te Editorisl, Yilrumbhene, March-April, 1577.
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with particulsr emphesis on Hexelite victims. The
Girejepelly incident wes teken ss its first cese of enguiry.
The People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) which
conducted e fact~-finding survey soon sfter emergency wes
lifted reported the murder of two other student leaders
belonging to PDSU, Jempale Chandrasekher Presed,
considered ss one of the foremost liesders responsible

for the growth of student movement in the stete, wes reported
to have been arrested or Jrd November at Vijeyawsde end
subseguently shot desd in Illendu taluqge of Khammem
district on 5th Hovember, 197% Shripeds Shriheri,

enother prominent student lesder, wes also shot dead in
identicsl circunstances in Chilekslagutia.

The impact of the police repression renging from
torture and inprisonment for long pericds to killings was
told to the suthor by seversl student lesders holding
responsible officiel positions in the orgonisstions such
s PDSU end RSU. A few have surrendered to the police,
others have either resigned or simply disscciated themselves
with the orgenisstions through they -m.i; continued to be
in exile till the lifting of emergency for fesr of police
repression thue lesving the orgenisetions with @
hendful of experienced lesders. PDSU end RSU seem to have
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been the worstly sffected. An orgenisetion celled
Progressive Orgsnisetion for Women (PO¥) which hes been
crested meinly to orgsnise girl students sometime in 1974
has got totelly sound up with en exception of very few
nembers left dehind. However, guite 2 few number of
student lenders who were hiding in the countryside have
loter emerged a8 pesasnt revolutionsries. More thean
enything eles, this speeks for the cloee ideological

end ergenisations]l preoximity of the student orgenisstions
with the jiecizt pertier end groups in Andhrs Predesh.
Teking conganissnce of this, 1t i3 not straage that the
student orgenisations too have experienced a aplit elong
the lines on which theve wes s split ia the CPI (ML).

The sbove section was denlt execlusively on the
theory end prrotics of the Mzoliat ciudent movement and the
extent to which the ales snd objectives heve been reelised
80 es to oatiu meximum elerity. It should be recognised
thst neither the history proceeds in s lineer feshion
nor the group which hae teken the tesk of orgenising e
militant student movement could avoid the hurdies pleced
in its path to reslise its ultimete odbjéctive. The
concrete reelity or the context in which it hed to operate
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mey contain both positive snd negetive fecotors snd

the group edvancing its csuse mey De expected to have
sufficiently gressped the ocbjective reslity. 4Also, it

mey be presumed thet the favoursble objective feotors

hed been sufficiently teken adventsge of by only to

be eble to combet the negstive fsctors successfully.
History proceeds or develops in e dielecticel feshion snd
@ study of the dielecticel movement of the opposites of @
given objective contradiction is of utmost importance to
obtein an integrsl understending. A powerful end
conscious intervention of the subjective forces representing
e particuler aspect in the contrediction mey, st times if
pursued correctly, bring the concerned espect to sttain a
sominent position over that of the other so much so thet
the very chesrescter of the contradiction undergoes & chenge.

This is the time when new contredictions emerge in the
place of the old.

"A smell progreesive group under the lesdership of
George Reddy supporting the ermed sgrerisn revolution
leunched by the Meoists hss emerged in 1971. This smell
group sterted work in the twin cities of Hydersbed and
Secunderbed smong students under the benner of the
Progressive Democretic Studentes. Problems of students were
teken up snd politicsl educstion, not only on their
problems but the problems of the society es & whole, wes



given through pemphleta, discussions, debutes and seminers
ete. The growing etrength of this group could no longer
be ignored by the resctionsry forces. In September 1971,
following elections to the locel Gandhi Medicel College
Students' Union, R.8.5. rowdy elements sttecked progressive
studentsS..eeee The scene of battle shifted to cempus.
Cleshes took place on September 5th, November 25th, December
6th, 1971 and February Wth 1972. FKever lecking in militsnny,
the PDE members resisted the sttscks with grest militenoy.

"Jeens Hel to Kerns Seekho «

Kedsn Kedem Per Lesdne Seekho"

(1f et s11 you went to live, lesrn

::‘ M.:.;’L:::;“ﬁnhtm et esch
wes the fighting slogen of the PDS., Students messes were
educated on the true neture of fescist forces snd rallied
in support of the progressive forces.

Thinking thet sn individusl wes responsible for the
growth of the progressive forces rather then the objective
conditions, the ruling clesses decided to do sway with the
1life of George Reddy. On April 1lhth 1972, while he wes
cempeigning in the Engineering College hostel for
Progressive Students contesting the college slections, the
RSE goondas stebbed him to death in front of the srmed
police posted in the campus,



George's desth wes @ set beck to the PDS, His
sessoned lnmup end guidence wes lost and the forces
scettered. But it fought beck nevertheless end es slweys,
the movement itself crested fresh leeders.

Mugust 10th, 1972 wes observed es 'Anti-Communel
Dey' in the twin cities and it served to regroup the
scettered tonal.".

Although the sbove extrect was somewhat lengthy,
it gives & full understanding on the nature snd severity
of the contresdictions which the lesdership hsd hed to resolve
before it realises its objective of bullding e militent
student movement a8 an inseparsble iink with the armed
agrsrien revolution. Even before any worthwhile
orgenisation hes been built up, the progressive group hed
to lose its leader and founder. The purpose of the nhn
extrect 18 merely to bring out the fset thet the Akhil
Bharetiys Vidyerthi Perished (ABVP) remeined s formideble
block in the way of PIC to grow into s strong militant
orgenisation. It iz not the concern of the study here,
to enquire whether the facts surrounding the murder of
George Reddy ere tirue or not., It is sufficlent to
mention thet neariy two yaeors sefter itue nurder, the
sessions couri hos siruck down the cesp on the ground that

B. Kuman, Qasc M. 0. cat
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the prosecution could not defend ite csse. Oivea the
disbelief of Meoists in the "bDourgelose courts', meo
noticesble interest has ever Leen taken by anybody concer-
ned in the court cese.

The subseguent clashes between PDS on the one hand
sid ABVF on the other prove thet » good pert of the energy
end time of the former hed been consuused in ite struggle
sgeainst the letter. But, then it wse only inevitable and
it setuslly helped the PUE to grow in strength. A struggle
sgeinet the ABVP wee conducted om the lines such es
science versue religion, resson versus superstition ete.
To extend the logiec e etey further, it is teken as the
scientific educetion versus reacticnsry or bourgascise
education. Tihue, ae one of the lesders put it thet thelr
struggle egainet the ABVP served one of their besic
ob jectives - the propegsnde for the nsed of & scientific
denvcersctic oducational aystem,.

' The cleshes between the PDS, by this time it wes
PDSU, end the ABVP contimued. On October 17th, 1974
the Secretery of the Progresuive Organisstion for Tomen,
8 freternsl orgenisetion heving ¢lose ideovlogical and
orgenisationsl proximity with PDEU, wao ellegedly sasaulted
by @ menber of ABVF. Pollowing this ineident, POW end PDSU
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orgenised a huge relly snd procession to the university
suthorities demending 'sppropriete' sction sgeinst the
sccuseds The following dsy, & clash betwen the ABVP
and PUSU sembers reportedly occured, Perhsps, this
Seeas to be the lest major clesh detween PLSU and ABVP
on the Osasnis cempus, According to the claims made
by the erstwhile PUSU leaders, the FDSU has come to
wvield great strength in relation to ARVP By the time
last clash occured.
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CONCLUSION

The study reveals that while till the end
of 1960's student movement in Osmenia University
wes by end lerge limited to making and resolving
immediate demands upon university sutnority, the
decade of 70's witnessed sctivities insooiatod with
lerger politicsl movements outside the precinets
of the cempus. Though some student organisstions
owing sllegiance to politicel parties were then too
existent, the 1deologiczl or peliticel orientation
was conspicuously ebsent till the beginning of 70's.
The sporadic mebilization of students marked by
the leck of idelogicel fervour chgrecterized the
student movement till the end of 1960's. @Given
this understending, it is not difficult for us to
reconcile ourselves to the situatlon when &tudent,
ranged for the first time against a stronger
outside forece - the State Covernment - withdrew
from the 'sutonomy struggle' of 1966 following
the Government's conceding to certein periphersl

demands not releted to the actusl issue invelved.
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However, the seperate Teleangena sgitation
of 1969 thoroughly impressed upon the students that
they constitute a potential force to undertake the
task of bringing sbout a redicsl socisl change. The
agitation provided the students their first
experience of initiating a2 politicel movement and
elso brought home the vulunersbility of the ruling
elite.

The lack of effective legitimate channels
80 conditioned the understending of the students,
especially the student leaders, of Osmanie University
that recourse to agitetional path is considered
inevitable by them to get this grievancs redressed
however ressonsble and mansgeeble they be. This
wes adequately corroborated by the various protest
strikes during the sixties when the University
esuthorities after initiesl opposition ylelded
to the students consequent upon their teking a
war-path. The Engineering College strike of 1966
involved a menagesble if not reessonsble demand
of the student, Yet the university feiled to
concede it initielly only to yield to the students'

pressure subsequently.
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Given the objective conditions of a society
marked by politicel and economic erises and elso the
experience of having led 2 political movement, the
stage was set for the students to greduaslly identify
themselves with the larger politicel movements
outside. The close ideologicel end orgenisetional
proximity of PDSO, RSU end DSO with the CPI (ML)
vindicates the p;lnt.
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