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PREPACE

I mast begin by expreseing my decp debt to the
ploneering scholars in the field of the Socio~economic
history of South Indias. But for the broad foundstion of
facte provided by them, a micro~--tudy of ihe present sort
- would have been impossible, In thie Aissertation an effort
hes been made critically to analyse the soclo-econcmic
atatus of the weaver communities of the Kafohipuram region
wvith special foous on the historical position of the

Kaikkola caste of weavers.

I must express my gratitude to my guide

Dre ReCs Chompaklakshmi for her firm conviction in the
feasibility of my topic which at one stage sppeared to me
to be too ardous a task to pursue gnd for her constant
encouragement, My thenks are due to Frof, & Ehattacharya
for the unfalling sincerity of his advice and criticism
from which 1 have greatly benefited, I must pay a specisl
debt of gratitude to Prof, Bipin Chandra for the extra-
ordinary kindness he has shown me in the course of this
study. Dr, Meenakshi of the Centre has been most kind

in giving me her ready help in resolving certain problems
arising out of literary Sources. The Semguntla (Kaikkole)
Sebha nf Hadfas and especially Mr. Aricuthu Mudaliyar
wvags instrumental in putting me in touch with mueh of the



(ii)

indigenous literature. I would aleo like to thank the
lidbrarian of the NMaraimalal aAdigal Iidbrary, Thiru
Muthukumaraswani for his kind cooperation and help.
Pinally, I must thenk Kavignar N. Kandassmi of Rasipursm
who provided a considerable part of the information used
in this dissertation, bdelonging to that rare and seclfless
brand of scholars who believe in resesrch for its own sake
and are of immenge help to students like me in search of
help and guidance in the course of research,



SHAPIER 1

introduction

Veuving is prodably the oldent profossion in the
world heomuse the need for clothing ie as basic as the neecd
for foods The pre-eminent position enjoyed by this industry
in Indim hietory is evidonced by the Ainnunerable peferences
t it in ineoriptions and literature. The Riz Veds seye
that day and night spread light and darkneas over the earth

as vegvers throw a shuttle on the loem.l

The Hindu God
Vishnu is called Tantuvardan or weaver because he is said to
have woven the tays of the sun into a garment for &naelr.z
Harva aleo refers at some length to the organisation of the
weaving snd dyeing mwnmﬁ The importance of the
textile industry in South India ia almo attested ¢o from
very early times, The Mphadharats says that smong the
tridutes paid to Yudhishtra were the fine musling (Sella)
of the South? It is interesting that while in Indta, from
very mc&ent timen, the wegving industry was a flourdishing
ons, o Bwopo ootton was s%t1ll unimown. Herodotus, the

- famous Greek t:-mnw and hiptorian, thought that cotton
was & kind of saimal hair 1ike eheep's hair.” The Romsn

1. ¥.5 Veradachari and Pundam Beker %gﬂ Spinning
24 Vegving (&absman. 1926). pp

2« Vatts, Piotig 32 dug
Se NeBe Varaﬁachari, 09:01" Polﬁ ’
4. Jbid.

Se zhzﬁw, Pell

vOIQIVQ ppo43¢45




higtorisn Arrien testifies to the export of dyed cloth
from Hasullpatasi or ‘Nasulia ‘6 It is aloo sald that
during the time of the Ronan emperor Arilisn, oloth was
purchased for its weight in golds The guslity of Indian
dyeing too was proverbisl in the Romsn world, %hus, in
8t, Jerome's 4th Century Latin trsnslation of the Bible,
Job 1s made to pay that wislom is more enduring then the
*4yed colours of Indla'] How Intien textiles paseed
into Roman vooabulary can bs seen by the fact that as )
early as 200 B.C, the Romsne used a Senskvrit word for
sotton, that is Carbasina derived from the Senskrit
Earpass.®

. Indigenous litorature aleo oontains innumeradle
references to the flourishing ocondition of %hp/nnving
infustry in the South. The sncient Tanil vork Pursisaury
of the Sanganm age makes ecveral refercnoes to ap&mzns
being cerried on by m.9 1t specifically mentions
thet this vas the main 1iwlihood of widows.'®  The
Jai montione "beantiful ootton cloth so fine
that the eye oannot follow the aourse of yern snd cloth

6o ¥atts, Gpocitu PPe 43-46

7. Jolm Irwin, 'Indiesn Textiles in Higtoricel
Pere ectxve’ Mmsro whwler (Bd.) 5 Jextilen

"y , {Few York
8. Im.
9, Durgngnura i 129, 326 quoted in H. Sudrenaniasn,
Sengan Polity' (Madras, 1966), p. 228

10, Pupams 353 quoted by V. Raju, ‘2gndp} § 1 Fulgaljl
Afaiznl® in 'Sengunthe Halar' (Eroﬂe'?




bearing such decigns as to meke 1t look like the ulough
of the meke"rl It aleo saye that they wore silk eloth
with 1ts threads gathored in mall Xnots at ita cnda.‘?’
The §ilappedikaren refers to cloth being woven of stlk
thresd, cotton thresd end fivre.'” uch long pieces of
of woven cloth were then out up into small bits for
purposes of sale, Henoe oloth came to be called 'aruvai',
‘tundu’, ‘tunt' or 'kmi*!“ The ‘11appadikaren aleo
refers to stparate strects for the weavers showing the

specialiped nature of the profession. They are called
*Faruger vidi' (ptrest) at one place and "aruvai vial'
st mother place.'® The Temil text Meninékalal sleo
“ refers to the street of the gitilled and progperous
wogvers of Madural, 16 Dyeing was a widespread sneillexy
indugtry to weaving mnd the dlus dye for the loin cloth
17 b faot,
huge brick tubs uged for dyeing cloth pertsining to the

lot and 2nd (enturies 4,0, have boon unearthed from
18

was & favourite ocolowr with the consuners,

A.ﬁkkmdn and Uraiyur, known to be sn important

wopving oentre fronm the asccounts of 'Emp}.ua'.'g

11, Pursm 1 383, Ibid.

12, Purem 1 155, Ibid.

15, Sileppedikaram, 16-17, 1bid.

4, W aubramanim, QRO Gity pe 229

15, ' iplar', Op.Cit. Sileppeiikerem, 16wl?y
164 Mﬂhﬂlﬁ ibigd.

17+ H, Subromanian, Op.Cit. Furam 274 refers to
tNilakkachohal®,

18. A. AbAul Hapjid 'E@Wi&“'g Peld5, oontained in
* plwukkoththu' (Sde) K.?.Amvmm (in Tenil) Haéres,1973)




' L0 wan/m referring to
wenvers almo refers to cloth merchants (aruval vanigar)?o
This is substantiated by sn ingeription from Alsgenmalal

which alaso refers to the 'aruval vmwvz*

A
important poet of ¢the Sangad ags was knowa by the name
'gruyel yenisep W ¢ indicating that he muat
_merchent of consideradle prominence. 22

The merchants as well as the professional bodles sust

Bave heen organised in gullde as indiemted by @ Braghml
inscription from ¥angulam whioh yefers to 'Nikaza'Z’ op
guildi

In this dissertation, sn attempt has Leen mede
o soslyee the economic piructure of the weaving
comwunities of the Kanchipuram regien, The trade 4n
textiles by the merchant guilds has also been specinlly
studied as constituting en essential aspoct of the
wepving industry. The economic strueture of these woegving
communities wae closely related to their actusl atatus in
society. Therefore, the relationship of the weaver
oonmunities to state and soclety has saleo been analyeed
st some length, The diseertation has been divided into

19, Uralyur ig reforred to as 'aArgzaru' quoted in
He Subrananisn, Op.Cite pe 243

20, Silgp. XIVs 207 cited in Ibide po 229

2t. I, Hehadevan, *Corpus of Taesil Br ptions®
p+60 Ro,.64 contained in Re. Hagssany );
Seningy on ingeriptions (Medras, 1968).

22 Jenguntha lalar, Qp.git.
230 Ie ?ﬂah&dﬁvm. @tm_a; 906@ K0.43



two phasee sach oconplating of two parts - the first phase
from CiAeD. TOO to 1350 and the second phass from CaA.De
13%0 to 1700, Roughly, the first phase osn be said to
cover the period of the Pellavas snd Cholas. The Pandya
and Zelegu~Ohoda inscriptions have alco been studied as o
part of the first phaso, The second phese, 1.6,; from
CehsDe 1350 to 1700 roughly coincides with the peried of
the Vijsyanagay Enpives, There is no particuler ssnctity
about any of thege dates, howvever, becmupe the primary
purpose of thie thesia is en enalysis of the geucrel
socio~eoononic strugture of the weaver comnunitiee. Thup,
if this periodimation has some connection with the umgl
diviasions followed in political history, 4t i beosuse
the goclo-ecnnonic condition was influenced to an extent
by the politiocal power structure, Therefore, even if
torms like 'Chola-Pandya’ or 'Vijayonsger' sre uesd in
the oourse of the Adigsertation, it ghould be undorstood
that they are uged more as a natter of convenlence snd to
enphanise the periond rather than the dynasty.

Thero sre soveral rcasons why the first phase
was taken as ending at A.,Ds 1350 and thw socond phase was
taken to oover the period from AP, 1350 to 1700, The
first phese Garks the geneels of the weaver guilds snd

Jhed

thibg growth snd development during the periocd of the



Chola Bmpire. But even this phase cennot be trested as
one wholes FPor inptance, the Kalkkolas, the predominant
wegving commmity of the Kenchipuram region funetioned as
soldlers snd military Commenders in the Chola army from
the 9th to 11th Centurien, It is only from the {2the=13¢th
Century onwards thet one hears of them in the capaoity of
weavera, Secondly, the Ssliysn, who were the predominant
weaving comzunity in Esnchipuram $111 the 1lth Century,
groduslly yield way to the Zaiikolas, The chenge from
soldiering to weaving by the Kaiki:olas 1o best expleined
in terus of the collepee of the (liola Empire after
Rajarajs 1II in the 13¢h Century end the ocongequent
disbanding of the Cliola army. As e result, the Zalkkolas
must heve gone baock t0 their traditionel profession of
weaving snd they are uantioned colely in the capacity of
woavers in the recorde of the Zambuvarsya Chiefieins, the
later Pandyas and the Vijaymnagar kingse On the other
hend, the Spliymns mentioned in many Chola inecriptions

23 lost thoe gre-eminent poeition

e» ‘Chioliye Zaliyane
they had enjoyed under Chols patronage snd, though they
oontinue to figure An sone Sanbuverzya and FPendys records,
the Keiki:olas haf emerged es the predominant wesving

comvamity in the Kanehipursm region,

238, AdReBe 269 of 1913+14 from Chldaubaras,
South Arcot Distriot.



¥hile cortain marginal changes in the position of
the weaver communities took place between the 12¢h and 14th
centuries, more fundamentel and far-resching changes in
their socio-econonic structure occurred only &uring the
period of the Vijayanager snpire. This was, to some oxtont,
due to the ehmnge in the political power structure and the
ereation of a oentralised bureaucracy dy the Vijayanagar
kingss In the econonmie sphere, it was due to ¢the rapid
growth of urbanisation and trade end goumeroe as s result
of which the textile industry flourished. The prc;pevzfty of
the textile industry bae beon attosted by innumergdble
travellers in the Southern kingdome from the 14th to 17¢h
centuride. This dlssertation conoludes its study at 1700,
and the yoar 1565 (the date of the battlo of Talikota) hae
deliberately been overlooked beaamuoe, from the socio~
soononic view-point, it does not constitute sny kind of a
landmark, The mejor organisstional snd struoturel changes
in the weaving induetry and the textile trade took plaoce
not actually due to the Vijayanagar kinge but with the
entrenchment of the Pertugeese and Dutoh factoras on thp
Southern ooastss The most ocrucial changes in the organisation
of the wesving industry and the textile trade took place
after the Vijavanegar kings had moved to Chandrsgiri md
their politicel power was at an ebb, The next major change



ocourred tovards the close of the 17th Century when the
£nglish East India Company shifted its attention from
Guierst to Corcmandel textiless Thim, the second phase
(1400-1700) can 1toelf be studied in¥ two phases. The
indigenous growth of the toxtile industry under the
Vijayanagur kings and the impact on the industry as a
result of the oconing of the Portugeeso, the Dutch snd the
Bnglish,. 7Thie study concludes in 1700, wbieh can be
depscribved as the competitive phase of the Iuropean
conpanies in the textile industry and trade., This point
im best illustrated by the comnents of the contemporary
Duteh and Engligh factorss In 1630, the Duteh faotors
lamented that the cloth market was very tight emd the
wegvers nover bothered to make anything aseording to
specitications becanse whatever they produced wae

English
inoediatoly boaght wp by the Gnguh. the Danes snd the

Foore atl any mvaoa.z‘

Similarly, in 1665, the Lnglish
factors wrote ¢ "Calicoos are ec bought up by the Duteh
ste. that we are foroced to pray sud pay for what we have

nd take it as a ocourtecy.” 25 Towzrde the close of the

age 1630=34, cited in Chap.IV of thls

25. Ponter (Xd.), The Epglioh Factories in InGla 1965
Pe27y ocited by Ay Jan {Quisar in hic artiole on
*the drokers in Medievel India", The Indign Historical
m’ Vol.l &002. BOD'B. '974»



17¢h Century, as the Eritigh graduslly begen establighing
an exolusive nonopoly over the textile industyy, the
position of the weavers began t0 change for the worce,
Thupe this dissertation stops with the competitive phase
of the textile industry,

The area of the study of the wesver communities
in the dissertation has deen descrided as the Kenchipuras
region, Eafichipuranm is fomous as being one of the most
- anolent textile oentres in India and it remains
important contre of ellk end cotton weaving to thise day.
Vhether under the Pallavas, Psndyas or the Vijayanager
kinge,; this region continued to flourish as a leading
toxtile centre. Thus the history of the weaving communities
of these regions is svoilable more or leass in a continuous
stresm, Secondly, Kanchipuran conetituted the guild
hwadquarters of both the Eaikkola end Saliya wesvers. It
was s trend-setter so far as the sncial set-up of these
connunities wag concerned, For these reasons, the
Kenchipuran region has been teken up for studyes in this

di=pertation.

However, Kschipuran does not merely mean the
Folug, ——~ -
tiny modern Gbetedet of Esnchipuras, 1t is teken to
represent the wide extent of the Kanchipursm region as it

was under ths Pallsvas. Thus the entire region survounding



Zanehipurss is equally importent for textiles cendwes and
trade, It includes gertain arcas which are now a part

of the Rorth Arcot or South Arcot Gistrictass 1t also
includes ardass like Mylapore, (the Meliapore of the
Emropesn travedlers), an important Chola port, Ssires
(Chaturavashagen-pattinam) snd Pullcat §mportent pirte
dwring the Vijayenagar period) in the Thondaimendalem
region s0d now a part of modern lMadras. Thug, all theoe
regions surrounding Kmnchipuran form a part of the present
study since the weaver communities of these areas are the
same and their gulld orgenisstions end professional links
streteh over thip entire region. Further, in casesg where
there wns pmrcity of inacriptional material on any aspect
fyom this region, inscriptional material from other regions
have been drawn upen to sirengthon cortaln infepyencess
Cocasionally, inscripticna frowm other regions of Tamil Radu
and of Andhra and Zernataka have aloo been uged to show
points of comparison and contrast dbetficen the weayer
commmities of the Eanchipuram regicn and thoso of other
regions. Thusg, when referring to tho Saliyens in the
Tamil ocountry, ai atiempt is made to show theiy possidle
cornection with the Salés of the Telegs coundyry with whom
they hed nany 11:&5.26 But the use of inscriptions

26, See chape 1 of this dlssertation



outaide the present area ;t study has been ninimgl and
confined to specifio aspects like textile trade., Thus,

in the dissertation no }mm has been made to atteupt

o detatled comparison of the economic standards of
weavers in one region and snother, to take up fismues like
the migration of the Jaurashtras or the Devangas or for
snalysis of slallaritics snd disegimilarities of the
organisation of the weaﬁmg induatry in the various states.
This dizcortation has been oconfined to the wegver
oonmunities of the Xmichipursm region as a preliminary
oase study for a muoh wider thosis on the weaver communities
of South Indis, It is Again because of the very limited
scope of this dissertation that no attempt has deen made
to disouae any major issuess For instance, Prof, Burton
Stein har raiped quite a few questions which 1t would not
be possible to discuss without reference to a much wider
area, He puts forward the thesis that the merchant guilds
which were very powerful in the period of the chb'}p.
declined from the 13th Century onwards. This theoxry 1le
oonnented with hie wider thesis regarding the anature of
0!5}.” State eonﬁ'cl.z’ Since, rﬂ.@é from the period of

27« This has been disoussed in various srticles, Por
instmoe, in the article o 'Coremmcol Trade in
ﬁmwd Imn;'. John Parker (ze) !

SON0 4 2, SECIEARISS A o B 9 1965) md 1!1 W .‘l’tﬁ.oli

Y The istato anﬁ Agrarian Order in Medieval South

Indie', contained in Purton ptein (Ed), Gesays

on fouth India {New Delhi 1975).




the Cholas, the textile trade was almost exclusively in
the hends of thene merchent guilds, this question becomens
very pertinent to the position of the weaving industry.
On the basis of one region, 1% would not be possible to
refute or agree with Prof, Burtonstein's thesis, though
from the linited study attempted in this dipsertation one
gets the impression that fundamental changes in the
pattern of merchant orgsnisations came about, not in the
f4th Century but rather in the 16th and 17th Centuries
vhen the o0ld type of merchant guilds tended to breask~down
and individual nmercasnts or & joint-stock of merchants

bezen t0 aot as niddlenen for the Suropemn conpm...ee

As regards souroes, both inscriptions snd literary
work@ have been extensively used in this dliesertation.
This niight seem surprieing in view of the faot that, while
insoriptions are looked upon as irrefutable evidenoce,
literary sources are regarded with suspicion snd distrust
a8 being highly unreliadbles DBut while chronologically
one ey not de adble to date literary sources and folk
traditions with asocuragsy, it can de very useful ae
substantive widmec.m Inseriptions, in their scope are

28, This point has been teken up end digoussed in
sons detall in Chep.IV of thie dlisasrtstion,

3Q. Por a discussion on the uge of oral tradition snd
literature for historical reconstruction, see

Satieh Ssbarwal's artiocle in 'W’
Hihar Eanjen Rey Pelicitation Voluwe 1977
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limited in their inforamation, accurate though thay may bes
Thus, one comes soross a nunber of inseriptions referring

%o Arulmolideva Terifiye KaikiOlar, Semarskeesri (fersnteka)
Terihiga Keikkoler, Rajarajs ?erz?{f‘ Faikiolar, ete, .The
inscriptions aleoc montion Ksikkolaperumpadal end Kalkkols
&3&1&“&%0 This shows that the Kaikkolas forued the personsl
bodyguard of the king and occupied important poeitions in
the ermys But this bare outline of fact bscomes aignificant
vben taken togother with the evidences in the Ltti Eluvatu -

n
md the Eluppeluvaty of the poet Ottskkuttar’> in the 12th

Century and the undated Pillai-Temil of m Prekpss
Swemigsl snd Yirs Heravens Vileves. The Yirs Herevens
Yilavam refers to a Ealkkola regiment of Vira-Narayans
identified with Parantska Chola (907-955 A.D.) and a
renarkghble instance of their military prowess in the event
oslled Vellanai Veursthu. It ip significant that doth the
literery sources and the inscriptions refer to Kaikkolas only
as soldiers end not as weavers during the Chola period.
Similaxly, with rezaxd to the guild orzanisation of weavers

St 144 of 1928-28; 278 of i9ﬂ nnd 627 of 1908 of the
annusl Report of Se n Epigraphy (ARE)
The inscriptions roferrma to the Teritiys xdkkoi:r
1 detatl

and KaikkKole Sonapati have been oited
. Chap,Il.
131 and 32, Ottakkuthar 1t Eluvatiy and ElZupeluvathu published
. uth meze.l oomuentary by Thiru Murugevel 4n
SRV ivan serialieed in June-July 1970.
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ingoriptions refer to collective danation to temples by
the weavers, Other insoriptions refer to Kaikiola Samaya
(guild) Senapati, This information is substantiated by

33
the Cholar Purva Fatteyam which gives a very interesting
Y Y )

cooount of the guild organisation of the Kaikk'éi!as. It
says that th. Semaya Talapati (the same as Senapati or
comnander ) was & very important official of the Eaikiole
guild, The Ghlhr Purva Patteyam claims to be a copper

plate insopription of Karik& cholg'n period but obviously
belon;s to a mich later period, It ends with the impact
of the Mulm';invuiona on the South which ocourred in the
43<14th Centuries and hence the work cannot be dated
earlier,than that, Ilbreover, it is full of cheonologiocal
sbsurdities (that the Chola, Chera, Pandya kings emsrged
on earth in order to defeat Vikram;dityu's successor
Salivahana in the Nortix) and mytholégies (the wrk assigns
& primary role to the Goddess of x’iz%hi—purm). In spits of
all these pitfalls the document gives Very interesting
information on the temple end spesial set-up including the
"left-hand” « “righte-hand" castes, To give snother
;.nstanoe oi th; usefullness of this document, the insczption
repeatedly sayp that a particular region was granted the

privilege of Sangu and Dandu (Concheshell and palanguin)

- - - -

33, The Cholar Purve P el sald tobe a ocopper plate
insoription of Karicala's period, found at Kanchipuram

published by the Governmert of Madras, Oriental Series
No,V
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. -y - 3‘
on the pattern established dy Kanchipudran, Thias shows
that Kanchipuram must have been the trend-setter for the
vegving ocommunities of other regions., This conclusion is
oonfirmed dy the Choler Purva Pattayam which describes in

detall the cases decided ot K'agchipurn and how, 4if a
partichlar case was not decided by the local head
(Nattanmaikkaran) of the guild, it was taken to the overall
hesd at Kanchipuram (Talaimal Nagten)?> Thus, in all the
instances where literary evidence has been uged in this
dissertation, it has been used as subatantive evidence and

not as pricary evidence.

¥ith refercnce to the weaving technology, the
inscriptions are completely silent: The travellers
acoounts are also not of sny help., Hence in thig disserta-
tion some refermce has been made t0 the weaving technology
on the bdbasis of literary evidencea. In fact, sven 19th
Century evidence has been quoted with regard to technology
but purely as negative evidence to show that there could
have been no sifnificent chenge in technology over the
centuries, The same primitive type of hand loom continued
to be used for a long time,

34. 473 of 1921-22, 422 of 1925 and 291 of 1928-29,
s point has been dealt with in detail under

Chap.V.
’5.‘ NG 0h51 9' Pat » PP, ’87"'88. ‘92 ‘nd '99.

by
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The third category of sources used in this
diseertation is the ucountb of foreign travellers.
The sscounts of Ma-husn, Marco-Polo and Berbara [3oerboso
especially give plenty of information on the organisation
of trade and the role of btrokers, on the variety of
textiles; the nature of the major ports, ete, With
regard to the other ampecta like goclal structure, the
travellers acoounts tend to be purely deacriptive and
not very reliable, though, even here, they are very

ugeful as corroborative evidence,
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cH I

Kanohipuram appesrs to have been an important
contre of weaving from very early times. It was perhaps
the most ancient textile centre in South India although
historical evidence of ite importance as a textile centre
is availadle only from the 8th Century A.D. onwards., In
fact, it seems to have continued ae a flowrishing ocentre
oven during the late 16th and 17th Centuries, FTven to
this dw; many areas in the Chingleput district end
especislly Kanchipuram are the producers of some of the
best varieties of silk and cotton cloth.

The energence of Kaichipuram snd the surrounding
axrea as the principal region for textile veaving was due
$0 several ecological snd geographical factors. For
instence, the refercnces to place nmmes like Tirupparutti- -
m in the inscriptions are an indication of cotton
being growm in this areas. A survey of the present ecology

Mndru 1938 aoyat “That little Jaina world
epigresphically known both as Jina Keichi and Tirup-
paruttikunram geems t0 have acquired the latter name
*The Beautiful Cotton Hill" because of the abundant
oultivation of psrutthi (or cotton) which was carried
on there, Ae a corrobération of this helief, it is
maintained that the image of Candreprabha is installed

" in the 2nd floor of the amall temple at a height of
12 to 14 £t. from the floor in order that the parutti
trees may not hide hip presence®.
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of the region aleo shows that many areas in this

district have the kind of black s50il and climatie
oconditions sulitable for the growing of cotton. Saldepet
Talug (formerly in the Chingleput distriot dbut now a part
of Madras city), Chingleput Talug, Msturantakem Taluq and
more especially the villafes of Arni, Tiruvottiur,
Uttaramerur gnd Perunagnr have the kind of red ferrunginous
loam 8041 best euited to cotton cultivation.® The
avalladility of cotton explains why from very early times
& nunber of flourishing weaving centres csme up in this
region, Another equally algnifiomt reseon for their
development was the svallability of 'Sengodi' (Plumbago
Zeylanica) a running plant whose root served as a powerful
caustioy in the K’aﬁ’chfpuram reg_ion.3 The third important
faotor in the growth of Kanohipuram snd the surrounding
regions as important centres of weaving and textiles was
their proximity to the poyrts from where textiles could be
shipped either to othar perts of the country or sold in
foreign lands. During the period of the Pallavas, the

o , —
2, GeTe (Bd.) Chingleput Menugl, Topographical Survey,
??'68"1093

S. The Kesskkudi plates of Nandivermen II (730-795 A.D.)
8.1.344 Vol 1Iy Pte3, Hod73. The botanical definition
is based on Winslow's Diotionary as cited by the
editor of the epigraphical report.

1t is belicved that the water of the river 2glaru
flowing throuch this region is particularly suited
for dyeing.



major port An the Eastern Coast was t«i;mallapurum.
superseded during the Chola period by Nagapattinam,

though Mylapare (now a part of Hedras city) must also have
been a port of some importance. Even in the post~Chola
period, while iylapore continued to be an Jmportant port,
other ports began to emerge in thie region. Chadirs~
cmamrang@atnm (Sadres) was a
nouriehing port in the t4th Oentm" and continued to be
80 in the 16th and 17th Oenturies.’ Sadras, Pulicat snd

Mylapore are roferred to frequontly in the factory recordas
of the English Zast India Company as leading ports from
vhere toxtiles end other goods were shipped to distent
landse All these factors contributed to the growth of
several woaving centres in the Kanchipuram region.
Proximity to the port and easy accesaibility of cotton
mugt have beon vital considerations in a period when
traneport of bylk commodities could not have been an easy
mattor,

The Kanehipuram region seems t0 have been

inhabited by two principal weaver commmities ~ the
. KEalkkDler and the Sgliyar, The refercnoes to verious

4, Aponual Report on South Indis Fpigraphy (A.R.B.)
1933, Ko,170. 0he itacription is of Kaupans
Udaiyaer's period,

5S¢ R.H, Hajor 'Indim in the :
Reprint, New Delhi 1974), ppo ¥X1ii and xxviii
of the introduction.
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types of taxee‘ on wesvers ss emrly as the 8th %ntur,yﬁ

indicategs the antiquity of ﬁchipuram as a weaving
centre and hence the presence of weavers as a sizeasdle
part of the commumity, During the Chola period, the
S;niyms were gpparently the most important weaving
community in this region, The Madras Mupeum copper
Plates of Uttane Chiola (A.D. 9T0-B5) refer to two classes
of Pattasalins residing in Kechohipedu or Kanchipuram,

It aleo says thet pome Pattasalin weevers were sppointed

exclusively to provide ocloth for the king and his houoohold?

Purther, there is a reference to Petmppzohg}»_m. the Telegu
Olib.l.a king (13th century)a levying taxes on merchants snd
Seliya weaverg residing in ocertain specified streets of

' Madurantakem (Chingleput district). In the 14th Century
in the period of Rajenaraysna Sambuvarayer, there is again
a reforence to the Saliyan wesvers of Pulipperskkeyil
(Naduranteken Telug and Chingleput Qistrict),’

6. The Kabakiuil Plates of Nandivermsn II (730-795 A.D.)
SeleXes Vol.11, pte 3. FNo.73.

Te $Se13I.y Volo 111, pt. 4 P,264. The Saliyonse were in
fact known as Yolive Saliyer as clear from the-
inscription from Chidambarams S. Arcot district dated
in the pertod of Maravarman Vira Pendya (A.R.E. 268

ot 1913-14) .
g, R-c &0 o119
3. hﬂggbt 218 of 1910. A connection pecms very probable
between the Pattusale and Paimasele wegverp of the
Andhra country and the Seliyan of the Tamil country.
The Telegu mampﬁona reter to than oolloctively as
Saleveru - Corxpups 2porip \g the Nigg
Dominiona; Vol.II, ﬁﬁo 26 emd 50’ &M.' YG'LIII,
_pt.d 2. 264,
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The Xalkkolas form the other weaver community
of the Kahichipuram region although during the Chola
period .they are referred to mostly as soldiers or military
comnanders, They emergsd as the predominant weaving
commmity only during the Vijayanagar period., They were
alsgbrobably concentrated in maximum numbers in this area
because Kanohipursm seeme to hawe constituted the
headquarters (EMQJ&Q) of the KaikkE{la guild sinoe meny
of the Vijayanagar inscriptions olesmxly state that
Eenchipurse set the morta for the privilegea of weavers
in the othexr parts of the eountry.w The earliest mention
of Kaikkolas as wesvers in Tamil insoriptions ocours in
the reign of Hoysala king Ransvathadeva in the 13th Century
The Katklkolas as weavers are aleo krown from late Pandya
insoriptionsfin the Ohingleput distriot. 12 Dut during the
Gh?»}p period there is no inscripticon which directly relates
the Eaikkolas with the weaving profession. The majority
of the 0)33}; inseriptions relate to Keikkolas as members
of the amy, L.e., the 'Keikkola-Perumpadat''> wd
'Kaikicola seompatit!? They are invarisdly referred to as

"OQ wt 4?3 of ‘92""22’ AR Ee 422 o] . '925’ eth See
Chap.V under Privileges.  ~(A\(M%53.441-K Loo s L7

11e ARGE. 152 of 1928-29, The reference to Kalkkolas !
econnection with taxation in two inscriptions of
Rajensrayana Ssmbuvaraya - 4:R.E. 218 of 1910 fron O
Pulipparakiedyil (HMedwrantekem) snd I, Vol.VII Nol.855.

12, A.R.E. 57 of 1932-33, Tirukicacheniyur, Chingleput
Talug, and dist.

15, AsR.E. 255 of 1907, Kumbgkonam Talug, Tiruvidaimarudur,
Tanjore dist, W- Do

14, S¢1.1. Vol.VII Bo.451 from Ashcharpekicam, Madurantakem
Taluq in Chingleput district..
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'Teriﬁ*. Kaikkolar' (the chosen Keikkolas) with the nsme of
the ruler added ss a prefix, Thus there were - Samarakesari-
Tersiiga KalkkSlar, Vikranasinga Terifiga Zaikiola'® and
Virasila Tertiga Kelkkoler'® (sll referring to Parantaka I, A-D .
907-955), Arulmolideva Terifya Kakiolar '7 ana x&aariaa
Tersiya Kaik¥oler 18 (both refer to Kajaraja I = Aeas-qo:s).
The 12th Century poet Ottakikuthar's Itgi El.h‘:vﬁjg is a
pmreszuc on the bragvery and prowess of arms of the deka}a
solders, The evidence thet the Kaikkolas served in the Chola
army is further strengthened by a late literary work of the
community 'Virg Narayans Viisyen'.'? However, it is probsble
that even during the Chola period the Kaikkolas combined
soldiering with weaving, VWeaving must have been their
occupation during peace times exoept for those Ealkkolas
enployed permanently as bodyguards of the king. It is
significant that the maximum number of inscriptions relating
to the Toriﬁ'}a Kaikkg}u (Kaikk?)l:a soldiers) comes from
Tanjore = the seat of Chola power. On the other hand, in

the Chingleput district, while the Kaikkolas are referred to

in the Chola period not many seem to have been employed in

15, AReE. 278 of 1911, Tillaisthanam in Tenjore snd

16. AR.E. 228 of 1911 Eumbskonem, Tenjore Taluq & distriot.
17. A-R.E. 144 of 1927-28, Tiruppalenam, Tsmjore Talug & dist.
18, AsR.E. 627 of 1909 Koneri Rajapuram, Tenjore Taluq & diet.

19. Although this work cannot be chronologically dated, its
events probd refer to the period of Farantaka I
(907-55) because Virg-iaraysana is one of the nmmes of
Parantake,
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the army. Thus it is possidle to infer that here they
pursued the profession of weaving, The asumption that the
Kalkkolas pursued weaving as a side occupation along with
soldiering during the Chola period is substantiated by a
later literary tradition contained in the 3di-Divakaram of
Divakarsm Munivar which says "Senguntar, Psdaiyar, Senki
Talaivar, Karugar, Kaikkolar" 20

The association between soldiering and weaving
seemg t0 have been common in other weaver ocomnunities also.
u’l early as the S5th Century, the Mandasor inscription
dated AD. 4372' refers to s community of silk weavers fromSaurashba,
Gims especially skilled in archery. The Togate weavers of
the Andhra region (Nandsvaram in Bagenspalli, Kernool dist.)
are sald to have styled themselves Ekangaviras snd fought
for the Mal'fémagd:al'ésvara of Parugallu, 22 Bdgsr Thurston in
his ascount of the castes and tribes of South India says
that the leader of the S;L;Eastc of weavers was oalled
Senapati.’” The headman of the Salapu, that is Telegu .
vegvers settled in the Vizagapatnam region was aleo oalled

20. This evidence was orally conveyed to me by
Kavifignar Ksndaseni of Rasipursm.

2t. The Mandesor Inscriptions of lMelwa ;J o Fe ﬁloet. Gupty

(Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, III) Inscraptiong Ko.18
cited by H.N, Randle, The Saurashtras of South India

(Madurai, 1949) P.24
22, AsR.E. 5 and T of 1943-44

23. Edgar Thurston, Caste Tri uth Indig, 7 Volm
(Re~-print, Delhi, 1975) Vol.Vi, P.265
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denapati.?? Purther, Atavi, a caste of weavers identified
by the 1901 census as the x‘inneve% Sales and placed under
the Kalkkola caste in the 1891 census) are also said to be
mldiorc.zs

Tamil scholers offer interesting explanations for
the origin of the name ‘KaikkS{ar'. The name is said to be
the compound of the two terme Kai¥Eol referring to the
Plying of the weavers' oraft, Another explesnation pertains
. t0 the peculiar hook like weapon which would never leave
the grip of the warrior, This explanation also fits the
neme "Senguntfar* another caste name used by this éommity.
Euntem 1s interpreted as a short hook like weapon used by
V—irabahu, the mythical lieutensnt of Lord Subramanya and
Hig f(ﬂu.mun‘a.z6 However, 1t is noteworthy that though in
Kenohipursm and elgewhere this community now goes by the nsne
of Senguntgr there are very few early insoriptions which
refer to them dy that name.m There might be a possible
connection between Sengunra-nadu, the region around

'I‘imqufam;lai in the Forth Arcot district an area referred

24, Ibid. P.264

25. TN, Subremenism refere o the term 'Atavi' mesning
soldiers as well as weavers in The Glossary ofiSouth

Indign Temple Inscriptions, Vel, III

26, The legend has bdeen recounted in detail in the
Sengunther Prabhgnda TMrgttu - a Collection of historical
literature on the community, edited by Sabapati Mudallar
(Hda. 1926)-

21, An inscription in the Pridiganglevara temple at
Neyyadipakkem in Eaichipursm Taluq belonging to the
period of Virarajendra Choladeva refers to Sengunra
Eilan Nelvai Nembinayskar meking a donation of two
nandp yilgliu (S.1,T. Vol.VII No,425, AsRaE. 212 of 1901)
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to frequently in moaﬁ.ptxonis snd the origin of the nane

of this oommunity. Again, a very interesting insoeription .
from singgg;;umal Koyil Village, in the Chingleput Taluq

and distrioct, registers the gift of land in Sengunrag' by
purchase from Sengunra-natkar for two Ssndi-lamps snd

food offeringe to Naraeinga-Vinnageralvar by Ayyaran-nakicen,
' k’ili-ehch&uga!\.zg The Maoripiagm belongs to the period
of Chdla Rajaraja Rajakésari I (2585.—1016). Both thege
inseriptione ceme from areas which were important centres

of the Kalkiolas and these meem to confirm the literary
evidence that the Kaikkclas were aleo called "Sengxg;@ar"
because it 1s possible that "Sengunra” becane "Sengugﬁga"?oﬂ-
As regards the name "Saliya® it ie possible that it has

been derived from the sanskrit word "Shalika® meening weavefs?

With regard to the dwelling of the weavers, it
is clear from insgoriptions that they were invariably
settled in the Trumsdaivilagan’® of the temple or the
temple town., During the period of Uttams Chola, the

o

28, 81,1y Vol.,YIII No.l24, No.148, ete.

29. AR, 139 of 1956-57 of the period of Chola
Rajekesari.

30, I am grateful to Dr, Meenakshi, Prof., in lingulstiocs,
{Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University) for confirming that such a derivation is
possible,

30b Vamen Shivaran Apte, "Sanskrit-English Dictionary"®
Ed, by Gode and Eki&e, Prased, Prakashan, Poona.

vl \

34, T.N. Subraemsniam defines 'Tirumaqg:gagu?és quarters
round a temple (The South Indiamn yle Inscriptions,
Glossary), but in A.R.E. 1921-22 Part II, it is
translated as temple - square.



pattesaline were settlod Su the four quarters of Zwohoidpedy
(Kabonipuran) kwn a8 « Karuvilespattd, Harissbapatts, Atinwipetts

and Truveliohoherd, 32 In the Aajarajemsws temple of Tmnjore, the
Salipwtteru is referred 0 as being within the temlestwn (uifaiet)

i oontrast o tie strests of other professionals uhich wers mn‘ia
or autstde, 3 & $3n Centiry fnsoriztion belonging to the veriod of
Jetevermnn Sundera “mndye 7 (12M.68) records tiw pale of house wites
to the woavers aud danolog siviz of the tample of Tirovalelskoriludetye
Hagenar ot Vittar, a besdet of SsCuenstelsn Talug in Chingleput det, ™

Tho wenverg produccd various trpes of oloth for the require.
narts of the tezple, the royal household end the comnon people, As
regards the kinds of Gloth produced, the-e ig very little direot
evidenos, An ingeripkica of Bulottuwage Ctiola’s period (1070-3182 Ai,)
refars o Surrappudave?, aivevadiprudevai, vavedsi-pudevsd wd men's
sopered 1ike udet e utteriymn, & There is aleo refercise to
Tattipudeval 32 aa Sasoription fram Payged mear Vietnonipuren,® &n
ordar of Ko Majakeair Yaruan Tojerejadiva (995.4008 4,0,) ia the
Tajore teEpie sssigne & suare o toe produes of Sertain
lands to & uuher of profensictale end 40 duncing wonen
sttacied ¢o the temple, The ineoription refers to tallors

o - -

33, The Tedews -useun ’*snms niates of Titaya Chols

b‘zab valgiyg ?‘t, by Fﬁm
Byigde Voke 3lgPty 8, Hou0d

ﬁaﬂ'ﬂ 24 of 3910, « A apocifio reference to inilkiolateru (the
of Helkivles) s available fron Hadazbeldtwn, Ponneri Talug,
Cafngleput digt, & the seriod of Devarays 71 dated m APy
AJ-E, ” Og w.

35y Spigls Vodelwy lio,GA0 from Eanondpuren, Kancidpuren Talug,
ond Chinglenut dist,

e Suluie VoloI, PE, 1 Ho,6é

3’?3



(called Tayyan as well as Perundunan) who were assigned
one ghare each and refers t0 a separate category of jewel
stitcher evidently one who stitohed only costly garments.>!
It is interesting that as early as in the fllgppadikarem
the tallors of Madural are called tunna-garur.g’a

With regard to the textile varieties produced dy
the weavers they seem to have been mainly musling and
chints., A reference to the different types of asilks of
the period of Vikwama Chola (1118~35 A,D.) comes from
coimbatore.39 The insoription refers to pachchalpattu,
puliyur pattu and pattavala pattu. Silks were spparently
worn only by the higher classes because it gives the
Idaiyar (ahepherg) comnunity the right to wear such clothes
ap a special privilege along with other privileges like |
covering their houses with plaster, etc. The Jivekachintpmgni
refers to verpattu (pure white eilk), p'ﬁmps?}m (silk cloth
with floral designs), pachohilai pattu (eilk cloth with
designs of lcaves), konkalapattu, oto.*" Tne Mipslizes
of Somesvera, a 12th Century vwork refers to a partioular

37 S’I:IO’ VOIQII. Pt. 2’3 No,66
38. @ilap: 32, from T.N, Subramaniam Op.oit, F.229
39. §g g *y Vol.v NG. 2830 COimbﬁtor. vas an molient and

40. K.K. Pillai, Social Oonditlone a8 ronoctcd in the
Jivekachintamani, Journal of Indien H (JoIloH,)
Golden Jubilee Vol, ~ 1973

41, Someghwera - 'Manasollasa’ Gaikwad Oriental Series, p.88




variety of cloth produced by /the allikas, This was
probably the “alleja" an important export variety in the
17th Century. 14 also refers to pattusutra, variegated
silk (vichitra), oloth with dots on it, eta.

The only references to the actual techniques
involved in weaving comes from stray references in literature.
A verse of Manikkavasagar says that the flights of his fmcy
‘were as rapid as the movement of the shuttle on the loom.“2
4 13th Century literary verse composed by Bhavanandi Munivar
- (msald to be a contemporary of Kulottunga III) compaces the
process of creative writing to the process of wesving., He
refersg to the yarn, the apindle, the warp and the woof and
compares them to word, imagination ete. in the poetie prooutz,
A very interesting folk song“ sung by the Nainar as 'EKuttar',
that is minstrels belonging to the Kaikk’é?[.a comnunity, refers
to the process of weaving with different gods representing
aifferent parts of the loom. The Devas formed the thread
which made the warp; Narade decame the woof; Vedamuni the
tresdle, Brahma the plank and Adigesha transformed himself
into the rope. The song indicates that only horigzontal
looms were in uge. It is interesting that the practice of

starching the woven cloth is referred to as early as in the

42. Adeikkelappentu : 8. I am grateful to Dr. Meengkshi,
(Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University) for locating this reference for me,

4%, ‘'Ngnnul' A work on Taemil grammar, verase: 23

44, I am grateful to Pulavar. C. Raju of Erode for
giving me the Tamil text of this folk song.
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Sangsm literature’® But folk tradition attributes the
practice of starching the yarn before weaving to Tiruvalluvar
s famous poet and weaver by profeasion.‘s With respect to
the process of dyeing, vegetable dyes were mainly used.
Indigo was a major dye, Reference has already been made
oarlior" to 'Sengodi' a powerful caustic used in the dyeing
process, being grown in Eaichipuran, & Uttama Cliolg
ingoription refers to e share of paddy being assiged to

the vannattan (dyer) as a temple servant.*®

There was brisk internal as well as external trade
in textiles., Mamallapuram under the pallavas and Mylapore
under the Cholas served as the major ports end commercial
centres. In internsl trade, transport was mainly through
pack-bullockas., In fact, cloth wvas taxed at so much per
cart=-load or so much per head 109.&49 vhich shows that
these have been the common mesns of transport within the
country. Another inscription refers to tax on 'pudavai kattu'
g bundles of faemale cloth?o South India seems, from a very

45, 'Madurai Kanchi': 721 cited by C. Balasubraitaniam in the

article "P cattil Nefagvu" (in Tamil) contalned
de Wegvers' siation Jublee Souvenir

46, 1 am indebted to Kavighar Kandasami for providing me
with this oral evidence,

47. The EKabakkudi Plates of Nandiverman II (8th Century).
‘80 goloxg; vclo Ii1 pt. 49 PPQBOO"1 NOo‘S‘

‘90 SCI.IO’ VOIQVIII N°Q4 2 fx’om ?irm&la’.. Timppattur
Talug, Remnad dist., t€ Pandya inscription.

50s SeI,I.y Vol. VI Fou.4t, Also Vol.VII No.21 and AsR.E. No.88
of 1914-15. Pudaval need not necessarily mean female
oloth since in those days it was used broadly to denote
cloth of any kind.



early period, to hawe been a major exporter of textiles.

The sntiquity of Kii{cthwan as a trade gentre isg eptablished
by the Chinese writer Pan Kua who comments on the trade and
commodities of the city of Houang~tche (identified as
Kanchipurem) as esrly as the last Century A.D.s‘ The Romsn
higtorian Arrien desoribed Indian trade as being carried on
by the Arabe from Broach upto the Red Sea to Aduli snd also
spoke of extensive trede in the dyed sheets of Masulia or
Masulipatnam, 52 The Periplug sleo refers to the export of ‘
muglin from Arsgaru (Uraiyur - -~ now a port of Mruohirapa};i??
Pliny's famous lament regarding the drain of gold from Rome
must be attributed to the fact that Indisn cottons were
purchased for thelr weight in golac%

Hieun Teang, the Tth Century Chinese traveller,
makes repeated refercnces to Kanohipursm., He coasted down
to, the Godavarli snd then turned inlend towards ‘'Kantchi'
the capitel of the kingdom of Dravida on the lower Palaru,
_ between Pondicherry end Madras.o> The 9th Century arad
traveller Sulaiman, started from the Persgian Gulf and

51, K.hAe Nilgkanta Shastry 'The Beginnings otﬁ’ntorooureo
Between Indis and China 'Indisn Historical Quarterly’
Vol,14 June 1938, pp. 385-86 quoted by Burtonstein
'Coromandel trade in Medieval India' Parker (Ed,)
*Merchants and Scholars', p.49

52, NK.S. Varadachari, opscit. P.13

53, Foreign Notices Op,Ci¢, poe 57-59

54, .S Varedechari, gp,cit. P.14

85, R.H, Major 'India in the Pifteenth Century'
Ihi, 1974, 7 ~h

(Reprint, New Del , I Ahodulisn xx1)i




trayelled to Canbay, then reaching Quilon which is to
the north of Oape Comerin. Prom Koulam (Kollam), he
travelled to the 'Sea of Schelabeth' supposed to be the

Nicobar Islands. 56

After ten days sall they reached
Belt-toums, the Church of Saint Thomas otherwise called
Meliapur (Mylaporo).m Sulaiman was obviously following
the route talten usually by Arad merchants, From lylspore
he proceeded to other ports along the same coast like
Kyrendy which is placed by M, Reinaud in the vioinity of
Masulipatnam. ?> From there his route lay through the
straits of lMalacca which included Javas, Sumatra end the
coast of Araskkan, This then must have deen the route
taken by the ships carrying textiles firom Ocromandel.
Another Arab traveller of the 13th Century Abdul Feda
comments “The Coromendel is celebrated by themports of
travellers, It is from there that they export muslin which
has passed into proverb for its ﬂneneas".sg Chau Ja Kus,
a Shinese traveller of the 13th Century also vefers to
Ten - Chu (the Coast of Madras) and the production of
Poe~-ti@ (Muslin) th;re md gays that they traded with
Ta-tein (Bagiad) and Fu-nan (Camdodia). He also says that

56, 1bid, X3V

57. Ibdbid.

58, Ibid, XXVIII

59, PForeign Notices, Op, cit. p.214

21
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China imported cotton thread, sllk thread, ohintz and
also coloured silkp along with apices and other

60

ocommodities, The ¥enetisn traveller Marco Polo, coming

to India towards the cloee of the 13th Century (1271-94)
praised the delicate buckrans and mupling of Mutfild
(Hottuppalli, Guntur dist.) eaying "In mooth they look
like the tigsues of a spider's wedb, There ia no king nor
queen in the world but might be glad to wear them,"®' But
of Mylgpore. he says "tis a place where few traders go
becsuse there is very little merchandise to be got there,."

Textile trade was highly organised end was in the
hands of the merchent guilds while within a limited ares,
that is in the imnediate locality the weavers sold their
own products,#e the marketing of textiles was largely in
the hands of thege organised traders. Insoriptions refer
to Nmanhels,®> Mentayirattu MinGrruvar,54 HentoranatsarS?

Nagars‘;,tir.% Valérjiyer,°7 ﬁjuvmnnpph‘.ss end others.

L

61, umal of Oriental Re 3y Mdse 1934, pp.315-20
oited in Foreign Notigeg, P.174

62, 1bid. p.172., Apparently Hylapore as a port began to
decline from the 13th Century onwards because Mareo-Polo
statement is confirmed by Barbosa in the 16th Century
(Book II. P.126). Howewver, the port & revived in the
in the late 16th Century 4due to the presence of the
European Companies as attested to by Caesar Fredrick
(His ptésment has been quoted in B.A, Saletore article,
"Some Aspects of the Overseas Trafe of Vijayanagar
from the accounts of Euronean trsvellers", B,C, Law
Yolume, (Calcutta, 1945), ppe 114=127.

63. AsR,B. 387 of 1926, Painad, Guntur 4t. Kakatiya period.
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The word Menigraman is actually interpreted to mean
Vanikgraman or an association of merchsnts, An

insoription of the period of Nendivarmen III (846-69 A.D,)
relating to the Manigramattar has been found as far as
sten,% mme amEnErruvar or the Ayyavoe%/m seid to be

the most celebrated of the merchent guilde. | They had

their own pragheti (penffric) in which they are styled

as the protectors of the vf{ra Balaﬁ}adhama ise.y the lav of
the noble merchantss They operated in Chera, Ch’é?.a. Pendya,
Malays, Magadha, Keusals, Saurashtra, Dhenuchtra, Karumba,
Kambhoja Gaulls, Late, Barvvara, Perasa (Persia) and N;Pﬂasvo
In fact an ingpoription of the period of Kulottunga I dated
1088 A.D, relating to the activities of the Tisslayirattu-
M.'x'iia\?r\xvar has been found in Sumatra.’' During the period
of the late Pandyas (13th, 14th Centuries), the Tisai~
wiratjgu-uﬁ'x%;uvar ere sald to hawe exercised control over

_64, AsR,E. 286 of 1964-65 Eulittalal Taluq, Trichi Dist.
Also refers to Chitraméli guild,

65, Ibid.
67. psR.E. 200 of 1937=38 - Vira Balanya of Ayysvole -

68, A«RE. 78 of 1963~64 Vellore dist. Also refers to
Nanasdesis,

69, Cited in Burtonstein's article on Coronsndel Trede
QBeGi%s Pe 50

70, M.AR., Epigrephics Carnatiog (Ed.) Lewis Rice 1886-190

‘ Vol.‘h,smikarpur Talug No.118. A similer praSasti for

the zwa;@eais in A.R.E. 15 and 16 of 1917

713 Nilgkenta Sastry ‘COEpe' (Madras 1975), p«596

‘ColES’
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18 cities (Pattinam)s This indicates that the entire trade
in these areas, inciuding the predominant textile trade |
must have deen in their hands. Apart from this m’"
organization there were also merchent guilds called Nagaram
which operated within gpecifio locnlitios.72 From the
insoriptional refercnce to the Hagaram of Menigramam, it is
possible to infer that Manigramen vwas a predominent merchemt
lct.tlemené and hence naned after them or was probdebly

assigned to the merchant g\nm.'75

The merchant guilds traded in all commodities
including textiles and their control was all pervasive,
The Chinege traveller Ma-huan's comment is very illuminating
that “All trading transeptions are cerried on by the chettyu"u
Referring to the Cadiocut coast he says, "when a ship arrives
from China, the king's overseer and a Chetty go on board
and make an invoioe of the goods and a day is fixed for
valuing the cargo. On the day appointed, the silk goods
more especially the Khinkis (?) are first inspected and
valued, When decided on, all present join hsnds whereupon

72, Selgls, VOl.VIII No.442 from Piranmalel (Qp.cit) Aleo
refer to No.88 of 1914-15 Udalyampalayan, Trichi dist.
of the period of Jatavarman Virs Fahdye which alludes
to merchantas of the 18 sub~divisgions of the 79 diste.
Algo & 342 of 1912 which refers to the 18 towns, 32
ve uren end Gjash’étika Sthana of the Valanadu

- Tisaigyirattu Ainupruver.

i
735. In this context, ref, to A.R.E. 342 of 1912-4; part II
para 25 from Chittoor of the period of Rajeraja I
which asys that the nurruvar decided to convert
Siravalli into Nan®dieiya Dasanadi Eriviraspattinam.
(A merchant settlement or town guarded by troops or
fighters).

T4. ?0!‘31& NOﬁggS’ ‘_QEQMQ P,305
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the broker says, "The price of your goode is now fixed

and cannot in eny way be altered, "5 mmie instsnoe

clearly shows brokers were employed in the textile trade
especially wh@e it involved deslings with foreign merchem ts.
Taragu was a constent item of taxation under the Cholas

Y
and I?::ltzch interprets this as brokerage roe.76

Not only did the merchant guilds trade in all
general items including textiles dbut they also apparently
had aoparﬁte guilds for the more important commodities of
trade like cloth, Thus the later Pandys inscription slready
alluded to T concludes a lengthy statement on temple
donation with the names of a number of prominent merchmmts
and merchent guilds, Here the terms Jayesngonda Cholamsndala
Chilai Chettys and Kongumandala Chilal Chettys strike one
as extremely significent. It proves that the cloth

merchsnts hed their own organigations in the various regions

75« ibid. P,307
76« AR.E. 309 of 1968-69, Trichnopely diat.

TTe Se1,1. V01, VIII No.442 from Pirsnmalal, Tirupattur,
Triehi diste A perallel instence of mich organisations
for the sale of specifioc commodities is also avellable
from the Andhra region where there is reference to
Kuragayala deharulu snd NUne beherulu, i.e,, vegetable
end oil merchants {Corpus of Inscriptions in the
Nigam'p Dominiong, Vol.I1l, No.14 fyom Warrangal.’]

Even in the Tamil country, there is very freguent
reference to the Kudirei Chettys (Horse dealers).
AsReEe 1936~37 P.4T end 196 of 1928-29.
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and that they came together for general purposea, Not

merely the sale of textileg but even the sale of rawcch-e«w and
cotton thread was spparently in the handse of these

nerchant guildg. A valuadble inscription from Anantapur
belonging to the pericd of the Telegu~Choda king Malladeva
dated 1162 A.D. says that the N'a.u'édé'bi merchants of the

four dialects (Tamil, Telegu, Eanerese and Muleyalgn) of

the EKubera lineage, consecrated the temple of .Déészvam.

They made an endowment t0 1t of a fixed fes on all the
articles in vwhich they traded such as musk, aaifrox}, yak-tail,
oup=cus, cotton and cotton thread, beads, tigerskin, women's
cloths (Pudavaikkattu), lead end tin, The donors ere
originally sald to hawe belonged to Akkur in Rajarajavalsnadu
identified as s village nesr Mayavarst in Tejore dict.'C

The Madras Museum copper plates of Uttama Chola which bestow
high temple privileges on the Saliya community of weavers also
testify to the power of the Nagarattae in that area because
the inscription specifically appoints the Nagaratter guild

as the trustees in charge of the affalrs of the Vighnu temple
at Fﬁragam.'m The entire ingoription is in the end attested
by the Nagerattar guild, The inscription is a further

proof of the perfect and widespread organisation of the
merchent guilds and the status accorded to them by the state,

T8¢ AsRsE. Nos. 15 and 16 of 1917 Appondixca.
79. 8.I.I. Vol,IIl rt. 4 p.264
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As peen from the Anantapur inscription, the Che tt¥e of
the four major regions of the South -~ Andhra, Karnateka,
Tenil Nadu and the Malaber area, came together in a mioh
bigger asmcliation welding them. Not only oloth or the
finished preoducts but even sotion end cotton-thread were
marketed by these commercial guilds, MNe-husn's statement
quoted elsewhere, emphgeises the major role played by the
guilds egpecially in foredgn mde.so Every merchant
gulild was usually accompanied dy a regﬂ.:'ent probably to
oombat the bandites who made transportation of goods unaafe,
These arve reforred to as sEnaiang&}igal.a‘

Apart from thése prosperous merchant guilds, even
certain ordinary weavers rose to the rsnk of merchants
during the Chola period. Singe Kanchipursm was not only a
major ueaving Centre, but also a principsl centre for the
textile trade, any growth in cloth trade must have resulted
in increased prosperity for some weavers and their olﬁvution
to the rank of merchents. Thus en inscription from
Chidmdbaran, South Arocot, belonging to the period of
Kopperunjingadeva registers thet the Saliya Chettys were

80, Foreign Notigesy opscit. pp.305-307

8¢ Selele V0l,.VII.No.855 Gidangll, Dindivanam Talug,
S. Arcot dlist. The evidence regarding the exigtence
of a special merchant force ig further stramgthened
by the reference to the conversion of the village of
Siravalli (Chittoor Iist.) into Nanadisiye Dasanedli
Erivirapattinan B¢ S Adnurecver-(l.e., the soldiers
of the Nanadfsi guild) by the mf.p;uvw ~ A:ReBa 342
of 1912-13, Part II.



%0 be provided with houses on condition that they
supplied the necessary cloth to the templo.ez The use

of the suffix 'Chetty' shows that these Saliya weavers
must have been prosperous enocugh to function as merchants.
SAmilarly, mgo‘riptiond evidence pertaining to the period
of Rajaraja I (985-1016 A.D,) from 'lLittle Kanchipuram'
records a gift by Paramanandi Ghetty gon of Nakkampendai
of the weaver cacte belonging to )Iqupore.83 There are on
the other hand evidenses which show that the reverase
process vas also taking plaoce by referring to merchants
owning looms. Thus an insoription from Tirukkoyilur Talug,
in South Aroot dist. mentions the fixing of taxes on looms

owned by the weavers ané merchante according to its 3130084

All taxes relating to the weaving industry were
paid to the state unless their proceeds had been gpecifiocally
granted to the temple by the state. To cite just a few
instances, an inecription found in the Jvarsharesvara temple
in K’Eﬁ"eh'fpurm regleters the gifft of the tax on looms
(tari-iral) to the temple of Suravattaren-Udaiye-Nayanar
by a Palleva Chief (prodably Kedavaraya - 13th Century)
during the reign of Vijaye Gendagopaladeva.>’ Ruldttungs
Chola Smmduvarays (12-13s3h Century) is also said to have

82 AR.E. 308 of 1912
83+ AsReE. 460 of 1919
84. AR.E. 218 of 1936=37
85, AeRsEe 228 of 1910



donated the wwricus procesds of the village of Asisherepakien in
Hedupantekan talug (Chingleput dist,) fncluding the gt on
merohants aod the tex o looms as Sift ¢o they detty, Similerly,
Bajenserayans Sembuvarayer (1883 A,D,) 1s said to hewe gifted the
tax on looms within the four linits of the Mvux‘w
worship in the tecpls of Wﬁmx Bw/\in Pulipparaiioyil
(Madurantaken Taluq, Chisgleput ém;.) This suggests thet even
the tex levied on wecvers within the Tirunedaivilagem wert to the
state unless it vas specificslly endowed to the temple,

A variety of taves relating to the weaving 1ndustyy beve been
mantioned in the insoriptions, The most frequently mentioned is
tartetrat % (loonetes) slso oalled terikkederes,® This was obwioualy
in the nature of s oapital tox, An fnsoription dxted 1343 A,D, fyom
Pulipparaiiyil dn ledurasteken Talug (Chingleput dist,) of the perfed
of fajeacarayson Smbuvarsyar refers to Periikadunas ™0 apart from the
usual Mrikkedecel, Le¢es 10on taX, The fnsaription says that the
pigkkadensi wes 1evied from the Saliyer wod the KatkiSlar, This tex
was than, §n the nature of & professional tex, Tue Sti Century
Velirphlayan grest refers to & tix  called ‘taridawas™
waioh  Op, lseaakeld hes  duterpreted o8

86, m& TJ, VOLVIX 454 and 456

87, B8 of 4930, Also 296 of 1910 dated 3339 A,D, from
mu. Hadurentakmm Talug, Chingleput dist,

85, This reference to 'tarielirsi! is made e¢ esrly ae tue 8tk
m:ﬁw in the Zasakkudi vistas of Handiveroan 71 ($30.796 A,D,)
1, Vol 11, Pty & fio 78 The reference tdtarie-iret is also
1‘#& in the reign of ajerais (a4, Vo, V137 H0,80) as well o8
Ralottungs Shols (3,7,I. Vol,VillSo, A28)

iaJele Vol,¥, 0,785 fyom Teukesi (Tinnevelly dist,) of the late
' period aod of tie pericd of i?ugumﬂ aon Mobuverays
(24t oeatury), from Pulipperkioyil (Uhdngleput dist, JA.2.E,88 of 1010)

89,




tax on cloth since kirali means cloth. The next category
taripquwagamentionod in an insoription from Tinmkkupal
village in Madurantekem talug (Chingleput dist.) of the
period of Vira Rajendra ChB?:a (1063-9) wes probably

similar in nature to terikkurai, Interpreting this tax,
Ssdasiva Pandarattar says that annually one sari was
collected as tax from the weavers.>® DBut # it ig more
likely that this was a general tax on cloth since Pudavai

in that periocd was loosely used to denote cloth of eny kind?4
Ancther importsnt tex on the weaving industry was Panjupild,
11ei, tax on cotton yam. ? The Kagakludd plates of
Nandivarmen I7 (8th Century A.D.) mentiong the levying

of two other categories of taxep~ pattigei (i.e.,; share of
the cloth) and Paden-geri (i.e., tax on cotton threed) in
the Fanchipurem Taluq.% 1% also refers to Puttagan
interpreted by Hultzch as the price of cloth dbut Dr.Meenakshi
¢alls it a tex on the gellers of elath.97 An insaription

of the perlod of Rajanerayense Sambuverayar fixes the rate

of vasalveri (1i.e., housetax) on the Ka.ikk%}arga Theme are

slgo references in the inscriptions %o nulaysm end

9C. A«RsE. 218 of 1910,
91, Dr. Meenakehl, gpaghfe 2.77

92, A.ReE. 182 of 1916 Pert II 119 'The tax 'terippudaval’
is referred to even eari}in tne inseription of
Rajendra 1 (1012-44 A.D.) (S.1.1. Vols II, pte 4, No,205)

9%, Sed@siva Pandaratifar, 'Pirkafa Cholerzsl (Annemmalal Univ,
1974) P.524

94. In §1.I. Vol. ITI Pt. 4, Wo,15% tarippudaval is
interpreted as the cloth on each loom.

95, S.I.1, Vol, IV Ho,348
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100 i.e,y the tax on cotton thread and

silk-threads The inscription from Tirukkalukkunrem

pattadai-nulayam

belonging to the 14th Uentury refers not only to pattadal
nulayam but also to Attel Sammadan, Per Sammadam, ote. !
There are also references to Achchuttari snd Paraiyymwz
which has been descrided as tax on a particular variety

of loom but the precige nature of the tax cannot be
definitely ascertained, R&grﬁa III ie 8aid to have
olagsified ell taxes into 'nellayam' (grain tax) and
‘kamayan’ (money tax). Here teri~irei ie listed under
Kasayame It is thus possidle to conclude that in the
Chola period the various texes on the veeving industry were
paid in terms of cash except where it involved payment in
termeg of a share of the cloth.

For the incidence of taxation on the weavere in the
K’ﬁéh-fpuram region, evidenoce is very limited for the early
pericd though there is gufficient information for the
Vijayansgar period, The loom tax on the Keikkolar and

96 Ssl1.1+ Vol, II, Pt. 3, No.T3

97 ODr, HMsenakehi, op.clt. 2,77

98. A.R.E. 276 of 1912

99. ﬂg_z_glo Vol, VII No.855

100, A.R.B. 170 of 1933, Also contamined in Subremaniam (Ed,)
8.1.1. Vol.I, No.465, D.3302

101, 1Ivia.

‘02. TQV. Mahﬁlingam’ 'Administration gnd Sociﬂl 1ife
Under Vijaranager (Madras 1969), P.74, Inscription
clted Solzln Vol. I, Ko,62



Saliyer is said to have been fixed at 6 panams per year

on the basis of an inscription of Jatavarmen Sundara
Pandya (13th Century) from Tirukkachchiyur (Chingleput
Talug and dist.)w3 This tex eppears to be rather high
congidering that during the Vijayanegar period the Qtendard
rate geems to have been 3 panams though it was gometimes as
lov as 2 panans end sometimes as high as 5 pananms. 104 I¢
is interesting to note that the tax on weavers was alwvays
less in newly settied areas and in fact sometimeg there

jo S5
vas total tax remission for the firet two years. °

103. A.R.E. 300 of 1903.

104. A teble on the rates of taxation on looms in the
Kafich'puran region under the Vijayanager empire
has been given in Chgter IV of this dissertation.

105. Thus en inscription from Mapemadi village in
Chingleput Talug, remits the tax on loons of
Kaikkﬁi}as newly settled in the Southern side
of the temple of Tirukkarspuramdaiya Nayinasr
for the first 5 years. (AsR.E. 228 of 1930-3%)
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CHAPTER III
The Weaver Orzanisation, the State and Society
3. A 00 = ‘

The social condition of the weaver communities
during this period can be gauged in terms of the donations
made by them to temples, whether in the form of money or
through gift of lsndss The insoriptions further provide
instances of weavers owning lands, then as now indicative of
high social status. KNot only do we get evidence of the
extent of prOapeiity of the weavers but the titles used by
them like 'chétty', 'mugali‘, ‘n'iyzkar’, 'pii}d-' and 'dizar’
also point to the high status enjoyed by them in contemporary

society.

A most interesting feature of the social life of the
Kalkkola weavers or other professional communities like the
Kammalar is that they always trase their origins to a mythological
figures Just as the Kammalar trace the emergence of the five
classes of artissns to V:Lévakmni.s 8 the Ealkkolas trase

1, ReE,s» 460 of 1919 from Little I_fiﬁ%ﬂpuram. Chingleput
dist. of the period of Rajarajadava.

2, pAsR.E. 208 of 1922-23 from Tiruppulivanam, Kanchipuram
talug and Chingleput dist. of the perioff of Jatavarman
Sundara Pandya (13th Century)

3¢  A:R.E. 242, 343 and 344 of 1911 from Eflattur, Chingleput
Talug snd dist. 0f the same period,

4, SeX 1. Vol. VII, No.921 from Dindivensm (S, Arcot) of the
period of Eulottunga Chola refers to donation of a lamp
by Kaikkola Paramban Virabadra Pillad.

5. AR,E. 92 of_1933-34 from Sirudavur (Chingleput dist) of
Maravarman Vira Pandya's period (15th Century) refers to
KennanumoYuda Pandya devar, The title 'rayar' was given
to ‘the Kaikkclas only during the Vijaysnasgar period.

60 Thurstong QE,Cito' Vol. XII P9142



their origin to ﬂrab;hu, the mythological lieutenant of
Lord Kartikeya'. The Chola king Mueukundsn® is said to
have prayed to Lord Kertikeys to send help agoinst the
innumerable enenies besetting his kingdom. In answer to
this he sent Virabshu and his lieutenants who cane to be
know as Sengunt@ar becsuse of the peculiar hook-~like
wveapon they carried, A slight veristion of the legend is
that the Sengunthar descended on earth in order to destroy
the demon Padmasura and were created from nine beads of
snklety worn by Parvati, Cwriousgly, even now on the
Surasamhara day (the day of the killing of the demon), the
Kaikkg}ar (3enguntliar) dress themselves up to represent the
nine warriorss The military charaoter of the Xaikkolas is
emphasised by a number of literary compositions on this
community, The Vira Naravans !_i_mg, a work centaining
the legends of the community further testifies to the
military provess of the sengzmt:i:ur and their gpirit of
saorifice through the narrative called 'v@llanail vex{a’ltu'.

7. The legend ocours for the first time in the Kandapurgngm
and 1s ¢ited in all the community literature or tho

Kaikkolas like * Senfrunther Prabenda Tirggg_x
Euls Prekepikal, etc.

8, The King 'Musukunda Cholan mentiomed in many of the
Eaikkola legends cannot be historically identified.

He, however, figures in the Chola geneology lists given
in ingeriptions and is depictcd in some¢ contempoareary
paintings (refer S. Ponnusamy ' The Tyagarajaswemi

templo at Tiruvarur).

9+ Although undated the work deals with the events in;the
régn of Parantaka I one of whoee nsmes is Vira Narayana.
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The work of the 12th Century poet Ottakiuttar, 'Itti
El‘:niutu' constitutes, of coursme, the gregtest tridute to
the Senguntliar es military warriore. Ottakkuttar ves
the contemporary of the Chola kings - Vikrama Chola
(1118-35 A.D.), Ewlottunga II (1133-50 A.D.) snd
Rajaraje II (1146=73 AD.)s An 18th Centwry commentator
on this work, Kachohi Piratapsnar says'C that when the
Sengunthar of Arur (=aid to be located near Chidambaram)
asked Ottakkuttar to write a panygeric on their community,
he is said to have remarked that this had already been
done by Kechchiyappe Alvachariyar in his Temil version
of the Egndapurgnan. Ultimately he is said to have
written tho_—usj_i_. Eluvatu commemorating the death of
hundred Senguntia soldiers,

Thus in all these workes the Sengun@ar or
Kaikkolar are referred to only as warriors and not as
veavers. This Information tallies with insoriptional
evidences which in the Chola period are predominsntly
sbout 'Eaikkolaperunpsdaill (military foree), the
Kaikkols senapats? (military commender), the Valperra

10, Cited by N,R, Murugavel in his comuentary on the ~
Itti Fluvgtu' serialised in the Tamil weekly Sengunthp
Mithirgn, 1970, However, the 18th Century commentator
has not quoted the relevant verse in which Ottakkuthar
is oclaimed to have made such a statement, FProf,
Nilakanta Shastry gives the date of Kachchiysppra
Sivachariyar's Ksndepuranagm as 1625 A.D.y 1,€4, four
centuryes later than the period ascribed to it by
Kecheli Pirgthapanar, (Nilgkanta Shastry _{_&_g;_:%gn
of South Indig' (Madras 1976, 4th edition, P,387

11. AR.E. 253 of 1907, Tiruvidaimarudur, Kumbakonam
Talug, Tsnjore dist,
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dekB;ar‘B or the munrukei-psdaip-perkoyil deki}ur'?
Though weaving must also have been carried on side by

gide, there is no reference to this in literature,; perhaps
because weaving as a profession was considered inferior to
soldiering. In this conneotion, the curious custom
‘followed by the Kaikkola youth to this day, is Very striking.
In a special function czlled the 'uram aruththar chadmgu"s
they are made to show their gkill as warriors in keeping
vith their sncient tradition!

The S'a-uyar, also have a legend relating to their
origin which is said to be found in the Sthalgpuranem of
the Nallgdal temple. They believe themaelvoé to be the
descendmnts of one Saliya maharishi, a low caste msn who
did service for a saint called Viéakar. Through the grace
of Vigakar Saliya became a rishi. The Saliyan weavers are
said W be his descendantas They wear the sacred thread

and engage Brahmin purohits.w

12 Sal.I. Vol,VII, N0.451 from Achoharpakicam, Medursnteksn
asmphe taluq, Thingleput Digt.

13« Nilekanta Shastry Gholap (Madras, 1975 Report), P.454

14, AsR.E. 353 of 1904 of the perdod of Eulottunga I (dated
1106 A.D.) (FZudumiyamalal in the Pudukkottsh State)
oited in "The Cpolas" P+457, Beyond the faot that it
oconstituted a particular division of the army, ¢
term cannot be clearly explained, The reference to
Kalkkolas as weavers is avallable from the 13¢h
Century onwerds, e.g, AR.E. 152 of 1928-29

15. Information on this function of the Kaikkela youth,
vas provided by Pulavar C. Raju of Erode,



The weaving communities had an excellent guild
orgsnigation called mata, sgmays or nagaram. Thus there
is reference to the Salivenagarattom along with the
Yyspari-ngzerattom in one inscription!’ But no insoription
gives any detslls of their guild organisations This can
only be understood from literary works belonging to a
later period.

According t an inscription from Achoharpakicem
(Chingleput dist.) Pichohaldevem Kidarendaraiysn, a
Kaikkola Samsye Senapati (commander) donated a gum of
15 Kalanju of pon (gold) for a perpetuel lamp, The
inecription belongs to the period of Vira Pandys (14th
Century) 8 Pichchaideven is thus referred to as the
Senspati of the Kaikkola guild, There is again a reference

in the period of Virs Pandya to en sgreement between certain

yergong who undertook %o ceclebrate the Sestivals of the
deity of the Muktisvara temple in Kenchipursn on all the
9 days in the month of Purattasi for the 175 paneme they

received in addition to the 44 panems given by the Kaikkolas

16, Thurston, gp.cit, Vol.VI P,277., The Sele weavers of

the Telugu country sl have a somewhat similar legend.

They trace their origin to Bhavana Rishi who manufamo-
tured the thread from the fidre of the lotus which

sprang from Vishnu's naval and made cloth for the Gods.

(Ivid. P,267)

17. 268 of 1921 cited in Nilaskanta Shastry, Cholas,
QE'L"&' ?05030
18. s:I:I. VOI.VII, NO.‘SJ. (A’R‘ e 23', Of 190‘)
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who had been conducting these festivals fm'mecv:l.y.l9 The
inscription shows that the Kaikkola guild must have dbeen
prosperous enough to oonduct fectivals cn such a large
scale, though the inscriptiom does not explain why they
gave up conducting it themselves.

Some idem of the weaver gulld organisation can
be obtained from later literary worke and traditions. The
menbers of the weaver guild ueually belonged to fha
'weaver' caste and heredity formed an eseential part of
the professional guild, The Kaikkola guild was divided
into 4 didal nadus, 18 kilal nadus md 78 nadus.®® This
information is provided by the various literary works of
the community whioh give the details of all the 72 nadus
and the 18 kilal nadus, The difal nadus were (a) Sivapurem,
east of Xanchipurem, where Kemekshiamuen is said to have
placed Nandi as a guide, (b) Tondalpurem where Tondai
Vinayakar was stationed, (c) Viri“ﬁjipuran to the west
guarded by Subrphmeanya and Sholingapuram to the south

watched over by $iva. The Nahanedu was at Kanchipuram and

Ao

19. AsR.E. 281 of 1921 from Attir (Chingleput Telug
and éiﬂto)

20, The guild organisation has been discuesed in detail
in the w?gﬁﬂm%_wd;ﬁmﬁ (Ed,) Sabapati
Mudaliyar (Mezdras 1926). It is very interesting to
note a similar sort of division among the merchet
guilds alco. For example, A4.R.E.88 of 1914~15 from
Udaiyarpalsyam, Trichinopoly dist, of the period of
Jatavarmen Vira Pendyas (13th Century) which alludes

to merchants of the 18 sudbdivigions (Eilai nadua)
of the 79 digts. (nadus).
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the supreme head of the Kalkkola guild was the Mahanattan.
g‘q very interesting documents give detalls of the working
of the Kaikkola guild, One is s very long copper plate
inseription preserved in Kahchipuram (chronology uncertain)
which has been compiled as Cholar Purve Pettevam,?'in the
Oriental Manuscripte series. The other im o long 18th or
19th Century verse written by one Parsmananda Navalar

called Sengunthar Tugil Vidu utu.22 The Tuti refers to a
-meeting of the guild members and the Nagtzinmai Periyat@uar.
Eariyakiarar and Kermiger, that 1p the guild chief of the
nadu, the secretary and the accountant respectively, It
refers to the Kanohipuram rcpnamtatf& as 'Talaimal Nattar'
(the Chief of the Nattar, i.e., the guild representatives

in the nadus)s The Cholar Purva Patiayam refers to Karikala
Cholen summoning the heads of Tondaimandslem snd Shonapuri
(Sholingspuram) to the Arunapurimandepam, A Hattsnmalkkarar
vas appointed for every nadu and they were duly honoured by
being given betal leaf, eto, They were told to settle

disputes arising in their regions. If the crime was of a

21, The Cholar Purva Pattayam has been published in the
Mgdras Oriental Series, While the copper plate
inscription claimes to belong to the pertod of Karikala
Chola, the reference to the Muslim invasions shows that it
couldnot have written earlier then the 13th Century.

Its chronology has been discusged by K.As Nilakanta
Shastry in an article in the Journal of Oriental
Regearch, Vol, IV

22, Tutu-# Tirattu ed. by Chsndrasekharan, pub. in
Og ientg Iig%gigtg Serie!. NO.SB’ 31&&“, ‘957’ P¢50




major nature, then it should be setiled before the heads

of the Kanchipursm guild. Here, several officials are
mentioned - The Talaimai nattan (guild chief) followed by

- Ssmaya 'Talapati' or commender, the Karnigar (accountant)
Jameye Sangathi, Samaya Ilsndari and nattu chodilandari.

In case of very grave crimes or serious issues the four
difal natter should meet in the presence of the Esfichipuram
guild and deoide the matter, After this betsl leaf end a
robe was to be given to the various members in the order
above mentioneds The Cholar Purva Pattavem goes on to eay
that in the temple the holy water and prasadam should first
be given to the n&??@nmaikkarar.za It elso says that the
devedasic’® should be honoured by being presented with a
sari (Eandangt chelai) along with the betal leaf, The
‘genmtig Tugd 1-v1.du~'ﬁ§§ says that like Mariyadi Remen
ronogng':ed for his judicious decisions the gﬁld%
decided the Valamgai-ldangai daispute over privilegu.zs

The statement in the Purva Pattayam that the weaver guild hed

a senapati who ocoupied an importmnt position and was second
only to the Talaimal nattan is substantiated and strengthened
by the reference in the inscription of Vira Pendya to the

2% Cholar Purve Pattaysm, op.cit.PP,187-88, also
P.'QZ. and P.199

24, Ibid. The Devdasis are referred to in =many inscriptions
as 'Kaikkole-dévaradiyer and seem to have had close
kinghip ties with the Keikkola oaste. For example,
AeR.Es 284 of 1910 from Tiruvenskkoyil (Madurantakam
Talug, Chingleput 6ist.,) of the period of Jatavarman
Sundera Pandya (13th Century).

25, Tutu~@Tirattu, op.git., Pe50

50



51

donation of 1§ kg,a"ﬁju of pon (gold) by a Kalkkola samaye-
sonapati.?® i interesting inecription from Spimushnam
(South Aroot 4t,) gives an idea as to how the Kallkola guild
derived the requisite funds for its various activities. It
pertains to the period of Sundara Pandya in the thirteenth
century snd refers to an agreement smong the members of the
Kaikkols community to meke over certain taxes on looms to the
temple of Tirunsrayanisverawudiya Alagiya Naysnars! Thi
appears Yo be not s0 much the regular tax on looms collected

by the state as a contribution on each loom levied by the

8“11(1 itself,

The weavers were not only organised in thair own
guilds but were pm of a larger soocial division that is -
The Idangai-Valangal classification, Just as the varna
syatem marks a horizontal division of Indisn society, so
the Idangai-Valangal classification marks a verticel divieion
of South Indian soclety., Thig, however, excludes the upper
castes, the Bpahmins (The Kshathriyae as a social category
are rarely to be found in the South) end is oconfined to
the Valéyas snd Sat~fidras.?® The earliest reference to
the Left~hand Right=hand | classification comes from an

26Q SoIan’ Vol.VII, N°.451

28, The higher catelry of Sidra professionals are
referred to as Sat-6udras.



inscription of Rajendrs Chola (1012-44 A.D.). It is

said that the army of the king was divided into such

categoriea, V'e'(}an. nattanan, Malayaman and Paraiya are

mentioned as Valsngei and the Bedar, Pallen, Chakkiliyem

and

Ka,ikk?:;-ar are mentioned as Iéangai.zg The connection

betveen the army in terms of thege categories and the

origin of the Idangal and Valangsl ig evident from the

reference in the Chola period to Idangai and Valangal

regiments as well as Munrukai Padainar’C otherwise called

Minrem Padainar or Munrukasi Mshasenai.’' However, it is

not

very clear as to what the precise basis of such a

classification was.

and

and

the

the

Another explanation of the origin of the Idangai
the Valengal is that the Vellaler (agriculturistd caste)
the Kammalar (artisan castes) clashed trequohtly over
question of privileges and that Eulottunga III resolved
issue before the Goddess in Kanohipurem by determining
Vellalar to bt Valsngai and the Kammalar o be Idangei.’>

30,

31.

&ROEQ 56 ot 1912

AsR.E. 189 of 1895 from Seramadevi (Anbasamudram Talug,
Tnnevelly dist.) Prof, K.K. Pillay believes that
Valangal soldiers formed the traditional fighting
castes of the goldiers while the ldangal compriged of
new recruits, In this connection, he quotes the des-
eription of Valengei as 'Valengal Palam Padaigal'
(8.I,1. Vol.1I, P.9 of the introduction cited in "The

Caste System in Tamil Nedu", Journal of Madrag Univ,,
Vol.XLIX No.2 July 1977).

AR.Esy 120 of 1905 from Tiruvaﬂiavarug in Tinnevelly
distes of the period of Rajaraja I or Rajendra I
(11th Century).

52



The Suliyen weavers have been classified as right hand
the Kalkkolar as left hand, The Cholar Purva Pattaysm
says that Katikala Cholan trought Valanjiya Chetty, the
EKaikkols Kachchi Viran and the Kachohi Vira Vellalar to
the Eongu country. Here he determined the Left-hand-
Right-hand categories which were then suppoeed to have
been incorporated in the Kanchipuram copper plate insorip-
tion (Cholar Purva Pattaysam), by Kaikkola Kachchi Viran

on the orders of the king, It goes on to say that in

$6 'Deba Bhuvanam', the Valanjiyar were to be free of
customs duties end they were to be given the title 'Chett)’,
The Vellalar were given the task of agriculture end were
to be called '‘nadar'. The Ksikkolar were given the title
'midali’. The Esmmslar were ocalled'Visvabrahma Pangalar'
snd given the community neme 'iéari'” (meaning craftsmen).
That the Kaikkolar belonged to the Left-hand is known from
an ingoription from Srimushnem (South Arcot) of the period
of Sundara Pandys (13th Century which refers to the
Kaikkola community "who successfully practised the Idansd
creed. "t A 14th century evidence from Perantakanadu

32, Srinivasa Chari "The Origin of the Left~-hand and
Right-hand Castes", Journal of Andhrg Higto
Regeg'gh 30019tx, VO].,IV' ptB. l and 2’ Oct, ’929’
».80,

%%, ch‘g;_a_; Purvg Pa¥tayam, OP.cit. PP 208-9
34. A.R.E, 248 of 1915-16
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(Tiruveigavur Telug and Tgnjore dist,) dated 132930 A.D.
records the decision of the 98 Valangai (Right~hand) and

the 98 Idangal (Left-hend) castes regarding the taxes to
be paid by them to the atstt.” This inscriptional evidence
that there were 98 left-hand and 98 right-hand castes is
substentiated by the Cholar Purva Pattayam which eays that
Karikala Chole determined the status and occupation of all
the 98 Idangei castes, The Kaikkola weavers epart from
worshipping their community deity, i.e,, Eamakshiamman also
worshipped the God of all the lIdangal castes, i.e, ldangainayaka.
Thusy in the periocd of Vira Rajcndradeva (11th century), the
Kaikkolar end Senapatie of Annur (Avinasi Taluq, Coimbatore
dist,) are said to have made a donation of 24 achchu of Eon
(gola) to the Idangai Nivaka?s The members of the Idangal
community paid a specisl tax called Idangal vari or Jati
Kin}kkat.” There is reference in the Kanchipuram region

to the oollection of Idangal vari by the I§angain’éttar-38
Kmeger, ldangaivari or Idangal maganmel as it was sometimes
called, was not a oontrlbution’leviod by the community but

a state tax as is made clear fronm imw:rixrtione.39 Prom the

EirxxfhakaxsRuexaxRattayampxfaxekkxxRR .
35 A:RsE. 59 of 1914 Rep. 1915 Para 44

36, A.R.E. 590 of 1922-23 reign of Vire Rajendrgdeva
1063<69 AlD.)

57 S:1,I. Vol,V, No.976 Virarajendra (11th Century)
from Tiruvengsdu (Tenjore dist).

38, A.R.E. o€ 315 of 1954«55 Kanchipuram {Kanchipuram
Talug, Chingleput dist.)

%9. A.R.E. 182 of 1916 Part 11,119 Tirumukkudal village,

Madurantakem Taluwg, Chingleput dist, Pd. of Vira
Rajendra dated 10675,
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evidences offered above it clesrly emerges that the
Xaikkolasy or for that matter, any professionsl group
not only had its own guild dbut was part of a broader
social division (The Idengai-Velangal alassification) end
bound by its rules and regulations.

As stated in the beginning, the importance of
the wegver guilds and the extent of their economic power
can beat be ascessed in terms of the donations made dy
them to the temples either in the form of lend, money or
any other temple mervice, Thege donations were gometimes
made oollectively by the weaver guild and sometimes by
individuals, It is si@nincant that social privileges
acorufed to them as a result of these donations, helping
themt t0 improve thely ritual status in society.

In the period of Vira Rajendra Choladevs (11th
Century), a Kaikkolan, Kannan Araéu is said to have given
9 Ka}aﬁju of pon {gold) for the ear-rings snd 10 kalanju
of pon for the necklase of the Goddess Panaimulai-Nechohiyer
in the temple of Tiruppasur-Udaiya Nayinar at Tirukkachchiyur
(Tiruvellur telug, Chingleput dist,)?® During the period
of Xulottunga Chola (12th Century) a weaver of Big
Kahichipurem is said to have made a gift of gold end a lemp

stand for burning two twilight lamps in the templo.“

40, AgRgEo 108 of 1929"30
41. AsR.E. 54 of 1921-22



Prom little Kafiohipuram there is evidence of donation of

32 cows, one bdbull and a lamp-stand by P.rminaﬁ.l Chetts,

son of Nekkampandal of the weaver oaste in Mayilspur during
the reign of Rajarajsddva (12th Century).4? me title
'Chetty' used by the weaver shows that he mist have had
enough capital to operate as a merchant. The region of
Mayilagpur (now a part of Madras) ‘;;(also. slgnificently
enough an important textile production end trade centre,

A Ealkkolsn of the period of Rajsnarayana Saubuverayar
(13¢th eentury) is sald to have made a gift of 15 covs for
half a lamp to the temple of Timiil.akkiynudaiya—msymir.”
PFrom Tiruppulivensm (Kanchipursm Talug, Chingleput dist,)

in the period of Jataverman Sundars Pandya (13th century)

an ingeription in the Vyagrapurigvara temple rogisters the
gift of 32 cows and 1 bull by a Kaikiola Mudali for a lamp?t
Donations of this scort agzin reflect the prosperity of the
weavers, The title 'mudali’ affixed to the donor is
aigt;!ioant of the pocial importence accorded to him. At
Kalatt;r during the period of Maravarmen Sundara Pindya“
(13th Century, three Kaiki-ola brothers - Eakkunayekee,

42. AR,E. 460 of 1919

43. AR.E. 3614 of 1911-12 from Thruvanakkoyil, Madurantakam
Talug., Chingleput digt.

44, A.%qr“a 208 of 1922-23 - ‘'mudali' during the medieval
‘period d4id not pertain to any caste but was an honour
accorded to any prominent member of aseciety, 'Mudali’
meaning the first or the importans.

45, AsReE. 342, 343 and 344 of 1911~12 (Chingleput Taluq.,
snd dist,)




Audsinsyaken and Mabdandal - are sald to have made gifts
of lande to the Murkudumisvara temple in their individual
capsoity, The suffix 'nayska’ to the names of two of the
brothers is noteworthy. The merchants in the Colamendalam
who traded in the distant lande seem %0 have been known as
‘Nayakar' and 'Kahanoyakar'“. Thus the title '‘nayakar’
attached to the names of two of the Kalkkola brothers shows

that they must have operated as merchants. In the period of
Msravernsn Vira Pandysdevar (14th Century), Alagiya Sokkanar

sliss Kannsnumvads Pandyedever, a Kaikkola of Madural msde
a gift of lnd as Tirunamatiukigni to the temple of
Vadugap-pillayer at Si;pzdivir.“? It is interesting that a
Kaikkola of Madurai should have mede such a big gift to a
deity in the Chingleput regim.

The faot that many of these grants were in the
form of land shows that the Kaikkolas mast have owned con-
sideradle land. This impression is strengthened by direct
reference to the purchase of land by the Kaikkolas. During
the period of Eulottunga (1133-50 A.D.) the eminent members
of the Srikarana Chaturvedi Mangalam (names of meubers
mentioned) i.e., the villsfyKaventandslem in Jayengonda
Cholepuran s0ld 380 Kuli of land to Kaikkolan Ibanedevan
eand his brother.?® During the period of Rajsrajs deva

46, Seflasiva Pandarattar Pirkp 0l (in Temil)
(Anngnalai Univ,, 19745"32.3}_3.%.%%

47, psR.Ee 92 0f 1933=-34 (Chingleput Talug and dist.)
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48, Sels1. Vol.VII, Fo.41% (Kefichipurem Telug, Chingleput Dist.)



(1146=73 A.Ds) a weaver of Ravikulamanikkapperunderuvu in
Ksfichipursm reclaimed for cultivation ;:sgertain lends
belonging to Tiruvuragatimtlerumar (?5 and dug a small
irrigation tank for 200 kaéu and allowed the produce from
the land %o be utilised for providing offerings to the Goddd
A 13%h Century inscription from Tiruvanakkoyil of the period
of Rajanaraysna Sgrbuvarays records that the regicents of
Kal attur-parru geve Ni,;:na.eiri elias Punderikarattur, a
hemlet of Kalattur to the Kalkkola as 2 servanmya @ant?o
Thie inscription points %0 joint ownerghip in land snd the
gifting of a whole hgmlet to a Kaikkolse showe that he must
have rendered the residents of Kalattur-parru a valuable
service, Again, during the period of Marasverman Vira Pandys
(14& Oentury) the temple authorities at “t‘i.ﬂt'u!cka.c:hcl'ﬁ.yﬁr51
are sald to have scld the tenancy-right (Kani-vilal) of

the village Punniyasm, originally purchased as Tirunamattukkani
from the aseembly of Pulippakkam, to the Ealkkolas and
Kailtkole-Mudalis of Tirukkachchiyur, congequent on the
roli“,éuiahment of tenancy by the previous cultivators, This
information iz of significance on several countes I¢ fefers
firatly to the purchase of tenancy rights from the sssembly
of Pulippakkam which meesns that a local body like the

49¢ faReBe 46 of 1921-22 (Jengslunirodei, Pig Kshohipursm,
Chingleput aist.)

50s AsR.Ee 362 of 1911 (Madurentekam Talug, Chinghuwput dist,)
5%¢ _AslleBe 57 0f 19%2-33 (Tirvalfur Talug, Chingleput dist.)



assenbly must have possessed joint control over that lend.
Secondly, it refers to the collective purchase dy the
Kalkkolas of Tirukkachchiyur (including the Kaikkela Mudalis)
of Kai-vilal or tenancy right. All these evidences of
Kaikkolas owning lerge trasts of 1md in the Kaichipurem
region is striking in view of the theory sdvenced, that looal
landed propgrietors tended to dominate the locel assemblies

snd Councila, 52

The growving soclel importance ¢f the yeavers,
evidenced by their swnership of land and the numersus
donations made by them 1w the temples, led to conferment of
privileges by the State in reocognition of their enhaiced
importance in soclety. These privileges are described in
the literary works of the community snd in other encient
works as well as in the inecriptions of the period. Thepe
privileges were not mersly socisl for ¢.g. the conferment of
Smgu snd dandu (cench shell grd the right to ride a
palenquin), the right to whitewash their homes or have a
double storqy, to sport their ow flage or zven to wear
certainitypes of clothdef, but coonomic privileges were also
oconferred like the appointmant of weavers as accountants,

& nanagers and trustees of templm, tzx remission or reduotion

52. This theory has deen expounded hy Prof, Burtonstein
in various articles, for instemee in the erticle on
"The State and egrarian order" contalned in
Burtonstein (Ed.) Essaye on South India, (Hawaii, 1976).
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on looms eto. More important, these privileges took the
form of temple service hecause the temples were then the
ocentres of social and cultural life and were an important
means of enhancing ritual status.

The Madras Museum Copper plates of Uttama Chola
provide ample evidence of the kind of economic privileges
that were conferred on the weavers, The state eeems to
have accorded a very high place to the weavers' guilds,
entrupting them with grave reaponsibdilities, Uttama Chola
Parakesarivarman is sald to have made a grant in his 16th
yoar (985 A.D.) to the temple of Uragam at Kachchipedu for
oelebrating the “ittirai-tiruvila" of the deity. For this
purpose 200 Ealanju of pon (gold) was depoeited with the
residents, that is the two classes of Pattusaliyans residing
in the four weavers' quarters of the ocity - Earuvulanpattl,
Kamsahap~patti, Attimsnsp-patti and Eruvalichclieri. This
shows that the weaver guild was considered trustworthy
enough to act as a bank, Some selected weavers were
appointed as managers of the temple by Uttama Chola. The
task of writing the accounta of the temple at _ﬁrogam was given

t0 the weaver guild, the members of which had to do 1t by
turnss The income of the God of the temple which consisted
of (1) Eolmirsi Zull snd (2) Kalalavu-Kull collected at
Kaschohipsdu of the produce from lands purchased at Kachchipedu
end Tundunakitachcheri end (3) of interest (ig paddy and

in money) accruing on investments by the temple was to be
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spportioned for the several services in the main temple

nd the shrines and the resldents of two of the weavers'
quarters - Kamvilmpapjki md the :’&—umwpaﬁi wore to

be appointed t0 "gupervise and carry out tho gpportionuent®,

In return foxr thess important servicss the weavers were

to be exempted from the payneat of taxea.ss Ingtanceg of

tax remission on weavers iz aleo available from other

regions, VWith regard to social privileges, an insoription
from Tirukkachohiyur of the pericd of Samduveraya Venrumankonda,
registersg the conferment of honours like m end

Odukiru on & Saliys who hed nade some grents to the templedt

The _gm Tuzil Vidu Tutu refers to the privileges granted
to the community lile having their own flag conmisting of a

cook and g tliger with en '—’ittu' (spear) in the middle,
They had the right to ride an elephant and use a 'Muragu'

or Grur on pll occaeions. 35

The Tugil vidu Tatu aleo refers to an important
temple service rendered by the commnity ~ that isy) the
celeberation of the &irasamhara day. Zven to this day, this
festival ig celebrated with great fanfare by the members of
this commnity, I¢ aloo refexrs to the rights of the
Palayss Simai guild of the Kalkkolar to distribute prasadam
(food offering) end holy water in the temple, to erect the

flag cioth , decorate the deity, ete.’° The Choler Purv

55 3 Iozo VOJ.._III Pt 4' ?9264
4. A Z. 47 of 1932~33

55« Tugil-vidu-Tutu, op.git, P.46
56, Ibid. P5,51~53 Stanzas 115-20 150-155
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Zm.;. subptentiates thig and gives detaile of the
revards given to them for the performasnce of services like
the erection of flag cloth (dvijam) snd 5 panams to the
Eoyil Eattalaikkerar, etcs It refers to the sppointment
of Samays Mudali of the Kalkkoler as the Kagiyilmm of
several temples especially in Ksnohipuram and ssys that
Karikala Cholan assigned him one-tenth ofthe total mgnys
(income) of the temple as his share. Several inscriptions
provide proof of ,I_I_Tgx_i_ rights being given to the gaikk?:;.u?s

An interesting aspect of temple~gervice by the
Keikkolas is the association of their nemes with the
Devarsdiyal, For a lonz time the Kaikkola families had &
tradition of consecrating the first born girl in the
fenily to the temple, It is sald that the Devaradiyar were
also called Patiyilar because they were not permitted to
marry?’ Wnile the Eaikkolas are said to belong to the
I8engsl (left-hend) the Devaradiyar belong to the Valangali
(raght-nma)S0 The Ghiglar Furva Pattayam vhen it refers to the
order of importance in which the Kaikkola guild members were
t0 be honoured, says that the Devadasis were to be given
one Xandangi Chelal { a type of sari) as well as the

57, The precise gense in which the word Kaniyslan is usged
here is not clear. FProf, Rangacharya in his glossary
to "The inscriptions of the Madras Presidency’ defines
Eaniyatchi as free and hereditary (landed) property.
Prof, T.V. Hahalingam in hls glossary in South Indign
?gugx also defines a Kaniyalan es landowner bdbut in
ne present context it appears to mesn a supervisor
of temple lands.
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traditional betsl leaf. In fact the Devadasis are everywhere
mentioned a]éong with the Na.i;i;;r, Talapati end the other
menbers of the gund?' The Cholar Purva Pattavem substantiates
the numerous inscripiional evidences on this point, Thus

an inscription from Mruvekkoyil (Madursnteken Talug, Chinglepus
diet,) of the period of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya (13th centyry)
registers the sale of house sites to the Kalkkolar and

Devaradiyar of the temple,52

A sub-caste of the Kailkolas connected specially with
temple service were the Ponnmbalakknthar63 also called
'Naingr', They were gingers and bards attached to the temples
and were sometimes wsndering minigtrels. The folk songs of
the Keikkols community are all said 'to have been composed and
sung by these 'Nain?irs'.“ The great 12th century post of

58, mezw .szp.-m. PP, 206=7
99, KiK. Pillaey, ﬂgomo

60, Inid
61, Cholgr Purve Patt » Opegit. P.200, P,207 and Passim
62, R.E, 284 of 1910, Another inscription from Easnohipurem

_g,_,_l_ Vol,IV, No.346) mays that the Sthanathar of the
Anékatangapadam temple gave land to the Kaikkolar 'Vena
Udaiyar snd Anal withthemarayar as Kani for the
Devaradiyar (from the euffix attached to the Xaikkolar
it is olear that 1t is a Vijayenagar inscription).

65 S:X,Jey Vol.VIII Ro.752, SeIosls Vol.IV. No.255, ARGE,
295 of 1961-62

64. That the Eaikkola caste contained a sub-sect who were
mainly bards cen be seen by the sncient, Temil proverbd.
'Sing poetry in the place where there are no Kaikkolas
meaning thot if a Kaikkola were already present there,
the singer would be outshone, ( I am indebted to
Prof, Cy Balasubrenmaniam of Mds, Univ, for this
information),
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this community was called Ambalakkuthar and because he
sang & particular verse in the manner demired dy Vikrama
Cholen, he was renaned as ‘Ot.yzakk'\ittar'.ss In the

' Senguntfar Tugll vidu TUtU the Neinar Ponnambalaper are
mentioned as past~masters in the srt of magic and tantra

ad as singers of exceptional calibre who earned the

£,
applause of the gods.

The economic power of the weavers as evidenced
by their donations and inﬁtancea of 1land ownership and the
social privileges eefe conferred on them including temple
service, brings to the forefront one overvhelming issue -
whether the fudra status assigned % weavers and other
upcoming econcmically vital professional clasces was in
keeping with their aoctual status in society. The great
isgue in the medieval pericd, whether it was the period of
the later Cholas or the Vijayanagar empire, was, to quote
Burtonstein “whether a powerful and populous part of Hindu
oodiety iru to enjoy a d'cual rank commensurate with its
renking in other m'ects of life, For the /éﬁdxu appear to
have exerted a profound influence upon medieval society,
enjoying rank and social power which was far greater than
that acoorded to them by the legal snd social texts of the

period. . ”67 He shows that this could be one of the

65 P’g‘ﬁ' Cs Balasubramaniam, Qtiskicutkar (in Tamil)
Pe ©e

66, Tagll vidu Tutu, op.cit, verses 122-25

67, Burtonstein 'Socisl Mobility in the Caste System of
' India' (pp.78-9%) James Silverburg (Bd.) "Social
Mobility in the Cagte fHystem of indig - A Symposium




65

primary reasons for the active participation of the Budre
professionals in this period in religious activities and
eommonﬁs “In its textual aspects, devotional hymns and
commentaries the bhektl movement (in the South) stands
opposed to the restriwtive structure of the Hindu society
that is expressed in thc legal md social texts of the
38.’068

The attempt 0 equate social and economic status
with the ritusl status was made by the weavers in several
vayes (a) the demand for social privileges (b) the ascriding
of mythélogioal. ‘origins and the claiming of Brahmanical
status (¢) Left-hand - Right~-hand confliots within the
profescional castes and (3) social protests. The weavers
and the Kemmalar as the leading fidra professionals in
society participated in the Vira Saiva or lingayat movements
as wvell as the Sri Valshnavs or more specifiocally the
Tengalai movement both of which began roughly between the
12th and the 13th Centuries. The Vira Saiva movement origi-
nated in the Ksnerase country under the lesdership Basavaser
settled in Kelyeni in roughly the $12th Century, In fact
aocording to Srinivasa Iyengar the bifupcation of the
/drs profegsionals into the Idangai-Vilangal castee

68, 1bid, P, 81



66

around the llth-12th Centuries was stimulated by the
sati-trahngnicsl views of Basava.5? 1t 1s etgnificemt
that the earliest inscriptions on the Idsngei-Valangat
castes also comes from the 11th-12th Centuries., Similarly,
the Sidra professionals sung whom the wegvers figured
prominently,aleo participated in the &ri Valshnavae
movements, HOwever, such ingtances are multiplied and
appear inoreasingly in the period of the Vijayenasgar
empire when such movements gained strength with the
increasing importence of the professional olums.m

Though instences of casie 'exaeltation' are
numerous whether in the Chola period or the period of
the Vijayanagar empire, ingtances of social protest are
very rare, HOwever, one inscription from ﬁmoggainallﬁr'”
most probadly of the period of Kulottunga III (13th Cgntury)
records sn sgreement writiten under the orders of
Atala eundaraperumal by the Kaikkolas of Tiruvennainsllur
on behalf of Mrupuvansmudaiya-Ilenkessvarsdeve who scems
to have lost his life in & quarrel, about the right of
wvay in passing through a particular sireet on festive
occasions, reciting devaram hymns, Apparenldy, their
right wes challenged on the ground that they were Alaras.

69¢ Srinivasa Iyengar. "The origin of the Leftehand -
Right~hand castes® The Journgl of the Andhrg
Higtorioal Respearch Soglety Vol.IV, pt. 1 and 2
July ené Oct, 1929.

70, The participation of the Qudre professionals
espeoially weavers in the Bhakti movement has been
deslt with in detail-in Chap. V of this dissertation.

710 A:RQE. "37 of 1921
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Their stand was vindicated and specisl honours are said
to have been conferred on the martyred Kaikkola weaver,

Bxgsmples of temple service, donaticns, etc.
provide an 1dea of the refligious beliefs of the wegving
communities, They were faivas as well as Valshnavas
though faives were predominant. > Among the important
deities worshipped by the Kalkkola weavers was the warship
of Pillaiyar or Vinayager. The KaikkOlas ere said %o
have get up the image of Kunichcha Pilleiyar in the
Tirunsdetvifagsm of the Brahmepurisvara temple at Perunagar
(Chingleput Talug end dist.)’®  Similerly, a Kalkkolan 1s
sald to havc made a gift of land to the image of
Vadugap~pillaiyar in the Siva temple at Sirudavur
(Madurentekam Talug, CHinghleput dist,) ‘The inscription

The Kaikkolas alaso seem to have worshipped the Goddess ammen
in different forms. A Kaikkols, Xannan arasu is said to
have made a gift of pon for ear-rings and necklace to the
Goddess Pansimulai Nachchiyar at Virarsgava Perumal temple
at Tirukiachohiyur (Tiruv@lnr Talug, Chingleput Dist.)

T2. This can be deduced by the fact that most of the
ingeriptions pertaining to the Kailkkola weavers
especially regarding donations are to de found in
the Siva temples, Thug in the Chingleput dist,
alone out of the 76 insoriptions relating to
Kaikkolas found on temple wallg 63 are in Saiva
temples and only 8 in Viehnu temples,

T3« AREe 347 of 1923.

- 74
belongs to the period of Haravarman Vira Pandya (1333-1380 A.D.)
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during the pericd of Vira Rajéndra Chola (1063-9 A.D.)73
The MW gives the nmmeg of the deities
worshipped by the Katkkolas meny of which find mention in
the inscriptions, Thus it refers to 'Vira Senguntia
Vinaysgar', Kachchi EXambars Ksmakshismmen, Varadaraja
Perumal, Kachchalai Kandhs Perumal end Karumari amman,'o
The god of the Saliyar community was called Sakigvara.
There are refercnces in the districts of Andhra regarding
the setting up of the deity Sablevera by the Saliyen weaver
commmit‘y.w

1t gppears from literary as well as inscripticnal
evidence that the weaving comm;.nity of the Ealkl-olas
indulged in the practice of humen eacrifice., The Kallkkolas
and Xeikkola Mudalis of the Dharmi@vara temple at
Manimangalam are @atd to have carried out a human sacrifice
on the tirumadsivilagem of the temple dum ng the perdod of
Yedaveraya (4 Ceu/w;)?a The Cholar Purva Patteyem eays

that in Arunspuri very neer Kanchi the deity as usual

75. AsR.Ee 108 of 1929-30
76. GCholgr Purvs Patteysm, P.199 (Ingeription of Nellore at.)
77« N,D,I., Vol,1I, No.81 from Irukalemms temple and

aleo A.R:Ee 359 of 1957-58 (Mettewada, Warrangal
Taluq, and dist,)

78, S.I14I. Vol,VI, No0.258 ~ Manimangalam, Saldepet
Telug ( formerly in Chingleput dist, but now a part
of Madras).



demgnded a human sacrifice but that Karikale Cholen
resolved that henceforth human sacrifice was to de
given up and only animel sacrifice was to de permittodzg
The work elsewhere refers to the practice of humsn
saorifice in Tiruvennenmslal ae well as Madurai end how
the practice was ultimately given up.so

79. Cholar Parva Pattavam, PP 188-9
80, Ibid. P.20%
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The period of the Vijayanagar Empire witnessed a
steady stream of vigitors to the kingdom who wrote gl@ng
acsounts of the prosperity of the kingdom and its
flourishing trade especiglly in to'xtiloa. The veference
to the textile trade on the Goromandel cosst has been made
by Abdur Razaak in the {5¢h Century Barbosa and Caesar de
'Federici in the 16th Century and a numbeyr of others. We
also knov from political treatises like the W
that active patronage was cxtended 0 all foreign merchents
and traders to establish trade oontactu.' The emexrgence of
a new buresucratic clasas - The Nayaks, the palaygars or
the representatives of the Vijayanagar empire in the
villages and township must sleso have generated demsnd
especially for the finer varieties of textiles.

Barbosa referring to the merchsnte of Malakks says
that there were msny Arad as vell as Hindu traders,
principally the chettys from the coromandel coast., He
goes on to 8y, "They are all very rich and have many large
ships whioh they cell jungos (junks). They deal in all
sorts of goods in different parts,” Barbosa remarks that

1. Sarswati, "Politicel Mexime of Erishnadeva Raya",
m Vol.IV, pt.3c 2,77

/
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the gentile traders (i.e. the Chettys) arrive at Malakke
in ships of tvo masts from China end other placea., He
refers to the sale in silks, satins, brocsdes, demaske
eto, which could possibly have been items for re-export
imported in the first place from China. Barbosa refers to the
many stuffs from ‘Puliest of coloured cotton (the reference
is to Chints) and ssys "they were worth much money in
Malaoca, Peogu, Camatra snd the kingdom of Guzarate snd
wabar.'z This shows that Pulicat not only exported
OChintz and other varieties of cloth abroasd but also
exported them within the gcountry to regionse like Guﬁmt.
Castanhads, the Postugese traveller writing in the early
part of the 16th century, also remarks on the Hindu
merchants from Pulicaty at Malacoas He says, "These are
very rich; They are the greatest merchants of the world
at this period; They evaluato their wealth only by dbohars
of gold, There are some possessing 60 quintals (L.e.,
100 kxg.) of gold, They 4o not regard as rich the
merchant who in a single dey, does not buy 3 or 4 ships
oharged with nerchandises of great value and make them
reload the ships and pay them their proper va!.no." The
following account gives an idea of the immensity of the
volume of trades Schorer not only refers to the painted

2, Barbosa Duarte "Travels” M,%L. Demes, (tr. snd ed.),
London, 1918 Vol,11 P.132

5. Foreigmn Notices, gp.git. P.307, Bahar -~ A weight
uged in trade transactions equivalent to 400
avoirdupeis.



(mnt.a?ér Chintz) eloth of Pulicat, Vvery popular in the
splce island dut also says that the best type of chay
root (for making red dye) and other leaves for making
various dyes was obtained nere.t In the 17¢h Century, the
trade in textiles at Pulicat ig referred to in the factory
records of the Esst India Compeny and also by the Europesn
travellerss Thus in a letter from Fort St. George dated
1622.5 the employment of intermediaries in dealing with
the local weavers of Pulicat is officially justified.
Again, Tavernier who visited India in the 1640's refers

to St, Thome (Mylspore or Meliapore) as a small maritime
town on the Q:rommdol coast, He Bays, “its trade was
oonsiderable, especially in cottons and many artisens snd
merchants dwelt thu'o,“s. Thevenot in the account of his
travels (1666-67), while referring to the Dutch trade at
Ahmedabad says that their sohites (Chints) are nothing
near s0 fine as ;thou of Masulipatnam end St-'fhomuﬂ‘
@inilarly, when talking of Hasulipatnamhe esys, “There is
good trading there in Schites because, besides those that
are made thers, a great mmy are brought from St. Thomas,
which are much finer, and of better colowrs than those of
the other parts of India. 3

4. Morelend (Ed.) Relationp of Golkendg, Schorer's Account
5. Poster John, Pactory Recordg 1622-23 P, 164

6. Tavernier 'Travels in India' ed. by V. Ball, Reprint
Delhi 1977, P.AT7

7. ‘Thevenot's Indien Travels from 'lndian Travels of
Thevenot and Carrell ed, by Sen, Indisn Records
MGB' 1949

8. 1lbvid , 146
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Evidence for the flourighing condition of the
textile industyry duﬁng the Vijayanagar period till the
coming of the Buropesh companies, is available through
insoriptions from the Kshchipuram region. Weavers
continued {0 have their own quarters. an S.nacx_'iptien
from Msdanbakkam of the period of Devaraya datodlﬁ’ga.no
says that the house-gites of the Sthanathar being lost to
them, fresh sites were provided for in the street of the
Kaikkolar. The writings of travellers,especislly Abdur
Rasaak coxroborates that different professionals were
u_aigncd different strects. The continued strength and
importance of the weavers in the Ohahg].eput region is
utfuted to in the inscoriptions. An inscription of the
period of Aohyutadeva NMaharaja from Kau;apgttai in the
15th Century'® refers to the Kaikkola weaving community
of Tirumalikai in the Saidapet Talugs Another inscription''
registers the Cowle or Charter gﬁen t0 the weavers of
Kshohipurem by Arigalgu Krishnappangaru the agent of
Kasturi Rangeppa~Nayakicar. As in the Gh%%a period )thn
weaver concentration geems to have been in the

Tirumadaivilagan of the templu.‘z

I$ is not possible to discern any chenges in the
technology of weaving between 10-12th Cantury and the
period of the Vijayenagar Empire., Literary evidence of the

9 Aa_%g__‘o 319 of 1911
10. AsR.E. 23 of 1911

1.  AdR.E. 411 of 1923«24, The ingcription is not dated
but appears to belong to the {6th Century.
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13th=-14th centuries referps to horizontal loom weaving
being dene by using five threads and refers to the other
processes mvolvod.w Even in the north only horigontal
loons were normally unt).!4 However, unlike as in the
north, there is no evidence for the south thet the orank
handle vas used in cpinning.'’ That the loom in South
India wam operated with the feet is made clear by the
enolent proverd which says "lezlog gets a sore on ita
heed; it never recovers from it, and even s0 a weaver who
gets a sore on his foot."’a Thus when plying shuttles in
the weaving process, the weavers alvays use their feet
in ehifting the warp by treading on a press snéd hence g
pore on his foot would mean monetary loss to him. Another
ancient proverd says, "The ohetty lost by partnership
while the weaver came to grief by 1301.#103“.'7 This
makes it clear that weaving involved co-operative effort
since it included process

<
threads, preparing skeins, oto. The technology of weaving

ike twisting and untwisting

remained unchanged over centuries This can be demonatrated

in an indirect manner by referring to the accounts of
weaving in the 19th and 20th centuries, For instanoe,
Stuart in the menual of the North Arcot Dt., 'C publighed

13« Given under weaving technology in Chap. II.

t4, 1, Habib. "Notes on the Indian Textile Industry in
the 17th Century" (29th International Conference
of Orientalists, Paris) 2,3

15, Ibid. P.10
'60 Quoted in Thlu‘ﬂton, Qﬁomo P, 276
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tovards the close of the 19th century describes the
process of weaving which refers to weaving oh a
horisontal loom, pressing of the pedal with the feet and
hand warping. A. Chatterton, in the beginning of the
20th century comments with reference to the steps taken

to promote handloom weaving "We have demonstrated that

the output of the fly shuttle is fully doudble that of the
native handloom and it is in consequence slowly ‘makinge
its way into the weaving centres of south India."’g This
statement 1s extremely 1n£areatins and has been uged

here as s negative evidence to prove that no technologioal
change in weaving, of major import, oould heve occurred
between the 12th and the 19th ocenturies, Bven to this day
in Selem carpet weaving is done on the treditional lines,
the yam stretohed on the ground and the shuttle being
moved by hand,

A gradusl chasnge is perceptidle in textile
varieties between the Chola-Pandya periods and the period
of the Vijajanagar Empire, especially after the establishment
of the European Compsnies on the Gorommdol coast. The
foreign market was essentially for Chintz, bdroadcloth,
calico and tiﬁe muslin, Thus, the production of these

varieties increased. However, all these varieties must

7. Ibid.
18. Stuart, Mgnuael of the N. Arcot Dt., Masdras, 1895

19. Cited in Thurston, Op.git. Vol.VI P.271
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have bdeen produced in the earlier period also, that is
the 14th-16th centuriess We are adble to identify some
of these by comparing the textile varieties given in
literary sources and insocriptions with the varieties
mentioned in the factory records. \

An ingeription from Kanohipuram belonging to the
period of the Venkatapatiraya dated 1586 A.D. refers to
the remission of cuetoms on cloth like Sallappattu and
Pattavali i’aﬂgu.zo The importence of silk weaving in the
Chingleput area is sttested to by the inscription fronm
Tirukkalukunren which Tefers to Pattadal Nulayam or tex
on silk throui.a Another inscription registering the
donation to the temple of certain specified imposts on
merohandise refers to Muthupparval end W?z
The variety of cloth called 'Sella’ or Halempores, about
16 yds in length was in the 17th Century, a principal
export iten not only to England but also figured in the
splce traﬁe.23 The inferior variety of *Selle’ called
Ohinhlip or Sallalus was also produced. Thie variety

20, th Indian Temple Inscription (E4) Sulrensnism
Vol.I. P.436, No.446

21 AR.Es 63 of 1909 of the period of Bhupati Rays
(14t Century) -

22. JeReEe 173 of 1933, The terms have not been explained.

2%, Irwin, John "Indien Textile Trade in the 17th century
Coromandel Coast", Part I1I., Joumsal of Indign Textile
History, Pt, 2 1956, Cloth was a principal item of
barter in the triangular trade corried on by the Araba
smd then by the Portugese snd the Dutch and taken over
by the Engligh in which cloth was sold in the spice
islande snd the spices were then sold in Burope.



called 'Sella' is obvicusly the same as the Sallappattu
mentioned in the inscription from Ksnchipuram, Singe
this is referred to in the inscriptions in the context
of donation by the Nenadesi merchants, it is to be
inferred that even during the Vijayanagar period it was
sn export item, For the nsnadesis were the major trading
guild invelved in the export trade. It ie »not very eeay
to identify the second variety used in the inscoription
but the term 'Pattsvali' perhaps beceme the 'Patola’
variety of the seventeenth century.

Contemporary literature alme refers to a number
of textile verieties produced in the Chingleput region,
Jyotisvara Thakkura, a 14th century wyriter, gives a list
of oloths produced in India in hie Vgrnaratnakars, He
refers to Ki'ﬁ'ohiv‘ini.u obviously a type of cloth produced
in lf;goh'fpurw. He also refers to Vichitra,25 'variegated
silk' whioh would correspond to the Chintz of the later

period. He alpo refers to Ch'élapatna.%

spparently cloth
produced on the Coronandel coast and to Tmnchera.m
interpreted ac a variety produced in Tsnjore. He again
refers o0 'Kachi'Z> under the hesding of plain cotton

cloth, which appears to be a coarser variety produced in

24, Moti Chandre, "Costumes and Textiles in the Sultanate
period", JITH No.6, 1961 .21

25, 1bid.
26, Ibid.
27. Ipid.
28, Ibid, P.23
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Kenchipuram, The Gujaratl traders of the 14th-15th
centuries are said to have compiled Varnskas or stock lists
of dloth. The moat striking of these is the vividha
varnsks and the 'Jimensnavarspsridhanavidi', Here there
is a reference to Sach’épakichizg interpreted as the gold
embroidery of Kenehi, For the 17th century, Foster gives
the varieties of cloth produced on the Coromandel coast as
followa: TFrom a letter writien by Huge Frayne to Nicholes
Dounton dated 1619F "Cloths, as our men used to call them
or by the Dutch Kletghees being linen or the same stuff
calicow cloth is made.., for which the Anboyneses do give
cloves in barter. Tooria, Baffate, Keykem, Sallalo
(Sellapattu?) Pettala (:attavali Pattu?) Seresss, Teier
(same as tzinde ellk cloths with red stripes). i%r{‘ja,
Tanknyle (white cloth with red stripee)."go The letter
further specifies Salldlo as blue and black, Sarassa as starched
and painted and Toorye as Coarse cotton.” The variety
called liorees aleo finds a refeyence in Sangkrit Literature
a8 Molia®® a category of staple cotton cloth, The veriety
‘Saraau"‘ is alao referred to by Tome Pires as being woven

at Nagapattinem.

29. Ibid. P.33
34« Poster, Letiters Received > Co m it
W London 1896) Vol,1.P.70 cited in
Some Aspects of the overseas trade of Vijayanager from
the Agcounts of Luropean Travellers" by B,4. Ssbtore-
BeC. Law Vol. PP 114-127
32, Idbig, P,125
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There is reference to cloth variegated by
different colours, that :l& !lgious coloured stripes vith
white lines w—betnm.[the Panncheavarnapadi in the
Ratnakars.>> With regard to the kind of dyee nsed,
Barbosa refers to indigo and to Myrodalan a 'kind of 4ried
fruit used as dye and slpo as a mordant (conuecting
mb.tance)?“ Schorer, the 16th century traveller, while
describing the painted cloth refers to the chay red that
is madder producing a red dye and to other types of dyes?s
The Yarnargtnakara refers to (Parijata) pmbaé/silk having
the coral shade extracted from this ﬂwer..36 Flowers
were often used to exirect dyes; TFor example, the Kusumba
flower from which yellov and red dyes were made.37 Indige
or neelum as 1t was called was obltained from the A*;ari
plant,

Neither ingeriptions nor travellera' Accounts
provide much information atout the prices of cloth during
this period, Barbosa in his account refers 0 ‘chihli', a
kind of cloth produced at Kampa-mel (modern Coimbatore) and

33+ HNoti Chandra, ﬁaﬂj&a P,21
%4, DBarbosas Book I, PF 188-89

35, Morelsnd, Golkunéa Relations in the 16th Century
Schorer's Acecount, (London, 1930)

36. JMotl Chemdra, Op.cit. D24

37. Edwin Holder, 'Monograph on gxeg and Dyeingz in
the lMpdras Presidency' Mds, 189




near abouts costing 8 to 10 gold pitee:ez::.38 Thig could be
the same 'Chihlis which was an export variety even during
the pexiod of the East India Ocmxpamr.g’9 This was apparently
high quality Muelin and is aleo referred to in o varnaka
1ist assignable to the 15th~16th centuriee as ‘Ohira’.%C

Sedaravasagan-Pattinem or Sedras eeems to have
oA hipwrom

congtituted the prinecipal port of the/ldhiwsleput/ area
during the Vijeyaneger period. Reference to sale of
cloth and trade in cloth from Sadrae comes from a
Tirukkelukunren insoription of the period of Vira Bokkana
Udalyar dated 1376 A.D.“ Sadras is also referred to as a
centre of cloth trade in another inscription from the same
area of the period of Kanpana Udaiyir.42 The reference to
&L[Themc or 'iylapove a3 a prinecipal port comes from the
accounts of Tavernier, Cacsar Predrick snd others, Cacasar
Froderick while referring t6 Sen Thome as one of the
falrest ports in the Indies, alse says that it wag a

dsngerous port and the Indian sallors loaded ané unloaded

38, Barbosa, Op.cit. II P.132
39, Irwin, John, QB!Q&.@' bl
40, Moti Chendra, Op.git. P43
41, AsREe Hou173 of 1933
42, AyR.E. Nos170 of 1933
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merchandise in a most marvellous zrwmfxer.43 The snonymus
anthor of the life of St. Prancis Xavier tells us that
~h Sen Thome treded with Pegu and Malacca (spice bearing
islands) in coloured cloths,4* Barbose refers to the
presence of the merchants from San Thome and Pulicat at
Mdéaeoa carrying plenty of the painted cloth of Pulleseb
apart from other g-oada.45 Tavernier in the 17th century
referring to San Thome or Mylgpore as a smell YMeritime
town says that it had considerable trade especially in
textilea."s Sedras end San Thome continued as importent
ports or textile trade centres right down to the peried of
the European companies, of which frequent mention is made

in the East India Company factory recorda.ﬂ

The evidence of foreign merchants regarding the
trade in textiles has alrcady been referred to., The
direction of trade has also been pointed out. The
travellers' Accounts referred to the export of painted
textiles from Pulicat to Pegu, Halacoa“a and the East Indies;‘g

43, Cited in Seletore Op.cit. Ps123

44, 1Ibid.

45, Barbosa Qp.git. Vol. III P,132

46. Tsvernier, vels, transalated by Ball Book I, P.177
47. Poster - Pactory Records, Op.glt. Passim

48, Barbosa Op.cit. P.132 and Schorer Op.git. ¥
49, Foster Op. cite I FP 639¢70 cited in Saletore 2,123
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Coromandel cloth wes also exported to Mozambique and AbyssiniZ?
The Company recorde show that the textiles of Pulicat snd Sgn
Thome were in demgnéd at thin,s’mboyna,sz &matra.ss siiuzn54
and Japan.ss In return, India seems to heve got mainly gold,
ellver and preclous stones except for the import of drimstones
from Sumatra, eealing wax from Siam and a few other iteme.se
4¥ith the Arabs, of course, the Chief item of import was horees
in exohange for oloth,

There is no evidence on the total volume of textile
trade and some idea can be gleaned only from the company
recordsy Thus for the paried prior to the esteblishment of
the Buropean Jompenies, the travellers indicate only the
extensive nature of the trade but do not quantify it, But
indireot evidence from the travellers' suggests that the
trade must have increaged since the Chole~Pandya periods,
With regaxd to Mylapore or San Thome for instence, Moreo Polo
(14th Century) calls it "a 1ittle town having no great
population, its a place where few traders go hecause there is
very little merchadise to be got there,’! Even Barbosa

50, Tavernier QOp.cit. II P.5

51, Poster Op.,ocit. I. P.136 eited in Saeletore P.124
52, Foster I 2,70 cited in Saletore F.125

53, Ibid P.74 oited in Saletore P.124

54, Poater V P.269 cited in Sagletore P.126

55. JIbid. P.56 oited in Saletore P.127

56, Saletors Op.cit. P.126

57. Nilakenta Shastry. Foreign Notices, Op.cit. Pe172



(1508-9) nearly two centuries later, calls Mylapore a

desarted aeaport.sa But aocording to Caesar Freder:_{ck

writing in 1565') San Thome or lywpore was one of the

fairest ports in all that part of the Indies?? It is

¢lear from thie that liylapore from bdeing a small naritime

town of no importance, rose to become one of the moet

important ports of the Vijayansgar Empire,

The importance of the Coromandel ports from the

16%h Century onwards can be accounted for by the presence

of certain factorss The Vijayenagar kings and specially

EKrighnedeve Raya extended srest patronage to commerce and
trade, In hie psmktomelyeds, he says "A king should

improve the harbours of his country snd so encourage its

commerce that horees, elephants, precious gems, sandlewood,

paarls and other articles are freely imported into his

#60

sountyy".~ COustoms duty was not high snd Abdur Rezek says
that at Oalieut duty was collected at the rate of 24% o1

The Vijayanagar kings themselves with thelr lavish style

of living and their countiers, cremted demand for the finer

variety of textilea. Faes for instance mekes 8 very

58.
59.
80,

61,

Barbosa Opecit. Book IXI P, 126
Oited in Saletore, Op. git., P,123

Cited by T.V. Mahalingean, Adminigtratior end Socigl
Iife Under Vijaysnagar (Mds. 1975) F.164 (Second Edition)

Ibid P.165

83



Anteresting statement when, after describing the costly

and elabdborate dress worn by Achyuta Raya, he goes on to
sy, "The King Achyuta never puts on any garment more

than 0n0e".62 Tme king himsel? mist have contrituted in
no insignificant measure, to keep the looms working!
Secondly, the new buregucracy which was such a necessary
appendage of the Vijeayanagar rule muet alzo have regulted
in inoreesed production of fine cloth., The establishment
of the European Companies was, however, the most signifioant
factory apart from figuring in the triangular spice trade
of first the Portugese and then the Dutch, Indian Cglico,
Ohints and muslin also becane very popular in Englend snd
France. In fact, the popularity of Indien textiles sbroed
was instrumental in the proclamation of 1700 which forbade
the importation of Indian Calico into Englmnd except for
purposes of re—export.63 Thexefore, the 16th « 17th
Centuries, when the King of Vijayanagar moved from Anegondi
to Chandragiri, was a period of European competition with
the weavers in a fairly good bargaining positions The
evidﬁnoe for this ig provided for in the lament of the
Duteh that the cloth market was tight and the wemjers
never bothered tc make anything according to specifications

62. Sewell, Rébert 'A Forgotten Empire' (India 1962)
63, Irwin, John Qp.git. P33



because vhatever they prodused was immediately bought wp
by the English, the Danes sd the Moors at sny price.’4

Changes can also be perceived in the organisation
of textile trafes During the 14th~15th Centuriee and to
some extent the early 16th century trade wae in the haends
of merchant guilds although instances ‘are not. wvanting of
wegvers selling their‘ own products at local fairs. But
during the late 16¢h and 17th centuries, the prominence
of ‘merchgnt middlemen' (individual families in the Tamil
oountry snd joint-stock groups in the Telugu country)
increased,

s

Two important inscriptions from the Chingleput
area shov that the trade in textiles was still in the
hands of the merchmnt guilds., An inseription from
Kanohipuram of the period of Venkatapatideva Mahari%a dsted
1586 A.D.Gs registers remission of custome duties by the
agent of Achyutappayys Nayake and the suthorities of the
Ekgmbarsnatha end Kamakshi amman temples, on the articles
like Sallapattu. ?attsvaii Pattu etc. brought by the
Nmpuie. The remission of duties on the articles of
these merchants can be treated as an economic privilege

and in indicative of their c¢ontinued importance, Another

- ure

64, Dutch Diaries 1630-34 Journal ‘
Society 1928 P,185 cited in mervani EJ._ g

Regegroh Society
9f the tutb Shehi Dynasty, Delhi, 1974.
650 §¢ !g « Vol,1, 204‘56 E°Q446
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insoription from Tiruka}ukkungam registere an agreement
made by the Uraver, the paradesis and the Nenadesis, of
Saduwgaagm-i’atgt}nﬂn { Sadras) binding themselvez to pay
t0 the temple every month specified rates of imports on
all articles of merchandise snd emong other commodities,
Eudqval (sars) is also mentioned.®® e continued
existence of the Ayyavole snd the Nanadesis is evidenced
from various ingeriptione even outside the Chingleput areas.
For inetance, an inscription dated (1534 A; D) from Animgla
refers to the trade in cotton and yarn by the Vira Balaﬁ’js.ga
of the A»tyyav’é'lfe gulld.67 A inscription from Anantapur
dated 1538 A.D, records the granting of tolls (sungam) by
the A;yavo"’u."s But the trade in textiles, cotton end yam
vas not entirely in the hands of tloth merchante. The
weavers aleo cold their cloth. One inscription from
Tiyukkalukunrem of the period of Kempans Udalyar sayse that
a congolidated tax of T0 panams was charged from the
Kaikkola veavers on the cloths teken to Sad@ravasagen-
pattinan (Sedras) for ssle and on the commodities brought
back by thcqu A Belur inscription of the 14th cemmyvo
(dated 1382 A.D.) gives a list of twenty-seven towng which
dow hal fairs and in this list along with Udeyegiri,

66. A:ReB. 173 of 1933

67¢ A:ReE, 200 of 1937-38, Kamalapuram Teluq, Cuddapeh dist.
68, AsR:sB. T0 of 1912, Para 56

69. AsRyE, 170 of 1933

70, E.C. {Epigiophica Carnatace) Vol.V BL.75
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Moni eto., Mulevayl, Kanchi, Pedevidu and Chadurenge-
?up?m.}%re also listed as towns which held fairs.

Reading this insoription in connection with the insoription
from Tirukkalukunram it is possible to conclude that the
veavers brought their cloths for sale to Sadras on a .
meJor occasion like the local fair. Two other insoriptions,

TirwkkeLukunrom
one from Itrupesmicivlsunpan (Chingleput dist.) 4tself of the

" period of Bhupati Raya' | and the other from Vilichohal
Kulattur (Ohingleput dist.) of the period of Ariysppa

Eevundar'

claseify the Kalkkola weavers themeelves as
Vkasayavargattar™rele Paﬁ‘qad&iyw{ i.e. the merchant
ocommmnity, Textile trade gnd weaving was at its mosgt
prosperous in the Kenchipuranm region and it is not
unlikely thet the weavers made c¢nough profit to emerge as
merchants themeelvoa.73 In this context another insoription
fyom the Ohingleput diste is extremely interesting. This
insoription from Kunnattur of the period of Harihara ¥
states that N a'z:patit'enniyi?a Solekumaran who had set up

an image in the temple was given the privilege of
parivattam and a site with the stipulation that he should

pay 4 panamns on every loom set up therein! The nature of

“Tte AsRyEe 63 of 1909
T2+ 4sB.E. 16 of 1935

73. A eimilar instance has been given in the reign of
Rajarajsdeva of Perumgnedd Chetty of the weaver
caste in Mylapore- Refer under Chap. I,

74 AgR.Eo 221 of 1929-30



the donation suggests the prosperity of wegver snd the
subsequent stipulation in the inscription makes it clear
that this weaver had emerged as a kind of master vegver,
employing oraftsmen under him, The operation of seversl
loome at e single site suggeste a very interesting
development and provesg the existence of master weavers much

f

before the coming of the European Companies.

The existence of brokers before the coming of the
European traders oan also be proved through inscriptional
refercnces as well ap the evidence of travellers' Accounts.
Taragu Kiﬁu” repeatedly referred to in the insoriptions
pertaing to brokerage fee. Mékman in his apccount gives a
very Cclear idea of the role pleyed by the broker in trade
wmnactiona.% Varthema77 azain pays, "The merchants
. have this custom whan they wish t0 sell or t{o purchase
their merochandise... They always sell by the hands of
the cortor or of the lLells, that ig, of the brokeri\ He
goes on to describe the transaction through the broker
in deta1.”® During the period of the British and Duteh
Companies, these drokers ceme t0 be called ‘Dubash’ meaning
bi«lingual. It however appears from the nature of the

evidences that the brokers figured only in foreigm ¢trade.

- Lad am am -——

75, AsRE. 308 of 1963“64 dated 1569 A.D. from Tinnevelly 4t.
76, Maehuan 'Fgrei@' Noticeg'P.307 quoted in detail in Chegp.l.

T1. Varthema 'Travels' cited in Mehalingam Adminiptration
gnd Social Life undey Vijayanagar P. 151 _

78. 1In this context, the following terms 'Xuraittar vam'
(5,1,1. XVII, 452), i.e., brekerege fée on textfﬁe trade
is atriking snd revealing, The term ig used af eerly as
the 13th Century(Poricd of Relendra Chola 1II).




Ma-huan, for ingtance makes this very clesr. Thus the
change that came with the Furopean Compsnies probdably

lieg in the extengive use of merchant middlemen for the
trade in textiles within the comtry.'!’ Since the

trade of the Britieh, for mstb.noe, involved theA export

of textiles to London and re-export to Africa, Turkey,eto,
or export to Europe, a wide variety of prefereno'_ea and
tastes was 1nvolved.8° Since only particular tynes of
textiles were gpleepble in a particuler market, these
vericties were commissioned from the weavers. The ugual
procedure was for the Company's agents to issue dbrokers

with mugters of ¢t goodes and instructions as to the maximum
prioce to be paid. These musters were satamped with the
Company's seal and given to the weayers with thelr eLd!wrauo¢=:ss.81
& second problem was the shortage of liquid capital in the
hands of the Companiess The Duteh initially transacted
dusginess directly with the weaver because they had more
liquid capﬁ:al at their dispoeal.ez while the English
borrowed heavily from the local merchents,>> But later,
both companies resorted to the formation of a 'Joint-stock’

of merchant middlemen.®* Juchifying euch a system the

79, Ma-huen Op.git. P,305 and 307

80, Irwin John "Socizl Relations in the Textile Trade of

the 17th Century, Indian Studies fsst and Prepgent,

84, Ibid P.383

82, Furber, Holden, 'The Jan Company at work' He discusses
the initial policy of the Duteh and the subsequent change
over to the thread and money system.




Pulicat factors said in 162127 that the only effective
mnix’tq of getting the goods on time from the weavers

vag through the employment of intermediaries and agents
t0 sdvance the money or material and collect the oloth,
This has been desorided as the putting out aystem or the
*thresd and money' system, The evidence for the existence
of the putting out system in the 17th Oentury comes not
only from the Company records but also from inseriptional
evidence, A 17¢th Century copper plate insoription
degorides Lord Shiva as s master weaver borrowing the
capital from Kubera Chetty (EKubera is considered the God
of riches), employing the Devas as His assistents snd
using the thresd provided by the women of the housshold.S®

The relationship between the weavers and the
merchants, throughout the period of the Vijayanasgar
Empire, that is, from the 14th to the 17th Century was
one of cooperation as well as conflict, 4an ingeriptiomn
from Magsral in Kanchipuram of the period of Devaraya

83, TPoster, Pactory records, Vol,II P,.154 refers to
borrowing of money from the merchant Utiamamoda.

Social R@lationg, I,5,Pe7,
84, Irwin, gp.cis., #,383 -
85. FOst.r. 2202&0 ‘622"25 ?o ‘6‘

86, The text of the inscoription is unpublished but i¢
has been cited in an artiocle in a Temil fortnightly
Journal ‘Chenjol4i' Ed. by Cholei Irachan, article
*"Iraivan Mechchiya Kalttari by Thurail Prskasa Swamigal
5th April 1969



records the provisgion for daily offerings snd the joint
conduoting of festivals in the temple of Tirumagaraludaiya
Nayanar by the weavers and merchsnts from rates raised
anong thenselves.’? 1In another tneoription the Keikkols
vegvers refer to the Bansjiga merochante (vawsyn-sefer—ée

| the Bushfbme mmeesma) as their spiritusl guwrus.®® But
instences of conflict are not wanting and this is

specially true of the pericd after the eestablichment of the
European Compsnies. An inseription of the period of
Venkatapati Raya register a temple dispute between .the
KaikkGlas end the merchante of Vsnavenmadevi (Chingleput),
Dalavay Senjana-Naysks the agent of the king decided the
oase 1in favour of the Keikkolas.?? Tnis inecription s
dated 1601 A,D, In the late 17th Century, the weavers of
the town of Dacheron snd Tegnspatnam fought the association
of loocal merchants who supplied fabrics to European traders
00 as to 40 away with the middlemen who infringed upon the -
economic interegts of the artiaaaz.go

Some evidence is avelladle for the incidence of
taxation on weavers in the Yijaysnagar veriod. In the
follewing page an effort has besn made to tabulate the

information on taxation on weavers espedally conceming looms,

88, AsR.E. 255 of 1907 of the period of Rajendra Chola I
10$2-44 A.D.) '

89, A.R.E. 218 of 1930~3%

90. T Ray Chowdhry ‘'Jan Cpompany in Coromgndel', Hague
1962 P.64

91



King Year Place Name Taluq Nature of Tex Rate of A-R.E.

: Taxation{ Asnnual) No.

Bukka 1376 Tirukkalukuram Chingleput Rates of imposts on 173 of

sale of cloth on all 8/20 on sale 4933
articles of merchandise head
congtituting donation load
by merchents
Hariharays _ (1377-»1404) Kunnattﬁr Ohingleput Tax on loom per year 4 panams 221 of
Kanpena Udeyav 13:;‘ Cen~ Tonsolidated tax on 70 pma\’_gzg"o
bégizmlng Tirukkslukunren " Kaikkolas 170 of 1933

Viruppana 1404~5 Vayalur Kanchipuram 7Tax on loom per year 3  pesnams 364 of 1908

Udaiyar(Virupakshal)

Bukka II 1404-5 Pulipperkkoyil Hedurantakam On loom P ¥ 3 panans . _
On KalcXola & 2 penams 293 of 1910
professionalse {

Vijay Raya I 1418 Nedurantakkem Remission of
Yasalvari 6 panams .o, .. 4940
On cloth 40 panamg -

Deva Raya II 1436  Nerumbur Chingleput  Pattadal Fulayam , .

R (eilk thresad) 2 panams 272 of 1912
n WY kg
Virupaksha II (1465-85) Tiruppulivenam w On each look 5 panagms 201 of 1923
Saluvanarasima 1434 !nmkachct/ﬁzir Mruvaltur  On each loomt ponom _ 3 peaname 318 of
N < PV nevils T ’909-16
Sedasiva Rays 1561 Pillatpalaysn Big Kanohi- ©On each loom S¢ penams 88 of
‘ N puram ’ 1921-22

z6



The figures are confined to the K;:Tch;.pwam region and
pertain to the Vijayansgexr pexriod only, Insoriptions meke
1t evident that taxation was annual. The one isolated
instance of monthly tax comes from the reign of Saluva
Narasimha. 7The basic scheme of taxation doea not geem to
have been very different from the earlier period, The
nost frequent reference is to the tax on looms called
'r‘ari-I‘:{d. or Tari-Kedamel in the inscriptions. There is
aleo reference to Per-Xedauai or Profeseionsl tax, One
inseription refers to Paruttivari dut does not give the
rate.?! The inseriptions refer to Pattadal Nulayan

(edlk thread) and tax on ordinary thresi as apart from
silk thresd was called Nulayams Cloth was also taxed,

The Kaikkolae also paid V;aalvu;i and this also pertains
to their prefession since weaving was done at home, On
the basis of ths data provided/ it 18 posasible to conclude
that the loom tax varied very little over a period of two
centuries, On an aversge it remained more or less ocnotant
at 5 panams per loom per year, The only time this tax
geems t0 have gone up to 5t panams was under Sadasivarays.
Does an inoreased loom tax indicate prosperity or the
reverse? The reign of Krishnadeva Raya marked the height
of the Vijayanager Empire snd even under him the loom tax
vas steady at S pmamo.gz Thug, the period of Sadasiva R;.ya

91. AR:B. 117 of 1897 (SsIsI. VI No.71) cited in
M‘hmngﬂm _02'9_%_&. P‘rt I &"’.55 P.N.

92. AsBaE. 409 of 1913

93
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magt have begun to mark a recession in the prosperity of

the Empire rather than otherwige, Taking an other tax
Pat_t:;dai Nulayam, $.e., the teax on silk thread, it was

2 panams in 1436 and nearly a century later in the reign of
Rrishnadevaraye it wes 1% penens,’’ From soh evidences, it
i1s possidle to conclude that the rates of taxation on weavers
during the Vijayanagar period was falrly steady. Insoriptional
evidence alpo suggests that taxation wag imposed collectively
on the entire weaving community and not oollected individually.
Secondly a ooneolidated ratewas levied rather than a variety
of cesses, An inscription from Srimushnan ( South Aroot dt.)
refers to 20 panams being collected from the Kalkkolas
living in the Timmﬁgaivi;;gun of the temp10.94 Another
inscription from Tellaru (North Arcot dt.) records that

32 panams were collected from the weavers of 'J.‘ollix;u.gs The
ingoription from Tirukkelukunrem shows that taxation was

not only collective but made into a consolidated tax prodably
in order to render collection easier, Nearly, a hundred
years later, that is in the 16th Century another record from
Kalattur aiet. %6 registers an adai-olal given to the
Kasaysvargasn-palapattadsiyar of Velichoherai and Kalattur,
fixing the rate of consolidated taxes to be levied on the

Kalkkolas in 1lieu of the several kinds of assessments

9%, AsR.E. 364 of 1912
94e AsReE. 252 of 1916-17
98, A.R.E. 62 of 1934-35
96, AR.E. 16 of 1034-35



95
(conse tidaked Frx)
hitherto collected. Though Kg%_;; ukkug‘ ?gg al does not seenm
to have been the fixed method of assescment, the general
evidence does not guggest that tex assessment had anything
to 4o with sale or profit made on cloth,

A further inference can be Grawn from the table
which however, is bound to Le conditional mmd tentative,
The remarkadbly steady rate of taxation would semm to sugsest
a fairly constant level of prices. In a flourighing economy
this must have 3 meant a falrly high stendard of living for
the weavers. The tax on looms averaged at 3 psnasus not only
in the Kanehipuram region but in the other regions of the
empire, In Salem for instance during the reign of
Krishnadéva Raya 3 psians ig mentioned.”!  For Tiruvaigavur
(Temjore dt.) the rate of Kaikkz}a veavers is given as
4 pu’xamc.gs This insoription also provides the ratee of
taxation on other professional groups. The ocaplital tax on
other profescionals sppears to rmge between 5 on the
Ksmmalan, 4 on the barber and washormen, etes The highest
geemg to be 20 panans levied from eagh Chief oil monger.gg
For some inexplicable reason, perhaps a peculisrity of the
Tanjore region, the saliye weavcre were teaxed at 9 psnams.
The lowest rate of tax was levied from the Paraiyas

amounting to just ¥ pax_lem.’oo Elgewhere, the loom of the

97. AsR.Ee 409 of 1913 A
98. AR.E. 59 of 1914=15
99. Ivid.
100, Ibid.



Paraiys is cald to have been taxed at } Panam. 101 1t

the Paralya is treated as the lowest member of society end
12 the rate of taxation is treated as being one-gixth of

a nan's income, 4t mupst still mean thet he gust have been
able to sustain himself on 3 psnams. Compared to the
paraiya, the weaver seems to have been in a comfortable
position. Many of the European travellers like Nikitin,
Vasco-de-gama and Pass attested to the Cheapness of
commodlities. Vasco-de-gama seys of Calicut that corn was
abundant and "a very fine shirt, which in gartugal fetches
300 reis was worth here only 2 fanaos or 30 reis. 102 This
¥as later than Sadssiva Raya's period when the weavers paid
a loom tax of 5% panams. 105 Moreover, when it was felt by
the weavers that the prices were unduly high, they protested
through their guilds smd thus compelled the state to dring
down the prices. That economic protest was a very effgct‘&.n
instrument in the hands of a weavers is proved by geveral
inetafices. Haz&{xara I1 for instance wes faced with strike
by the wveavers of the ‘gastyzwara temple in Olakkur who
successfully paralyeed sll temple activity.'O% they
gubsequently had to be reconciled, The rate of taxation
during the relgn of Virupmia \m@:@ﬁﬂmku rather

high, 1cesy 5 panams per loom and as a remilt there were

101, AR.E. 91 of 1918
102, Cited in Mshalingsm Op.cit. Part II 2,178
103, Ref, Table

104. A.R.E. 354 of 1909



repeated atrikes snd enmass desertion by the weavem'szos

Taxes agein had to be reduceds The Valangal and Idangal
organisations also united in face of oppressive taxation
and determined the tax rates as tectified by the
ingeription from Srimushnam, '°° In ite turn, the state
tried to be as bencvolent as possible toyxardé the wegvers
and other professionals. In an inscription found at the
KaikkGla street in Tiruchchmngodu of tde period of
Krishngdeva Rivaw? an agent of Tipparas;ﬁdaiyar; the
governor of Mulsvay, appears to have founded a colony
called Samassrudram. The ingeription says that the
profeés&onala (Rasavargam, such as w merchants and
Kaikk'é?.a Mudalis)were exempted from paying sy assessment
for the first 2 years but were required topay 3_pa¢'xame.
from subsequent years. Similarly, the inscription i’rom
Vanemadi in Chingleput'® fixes the rate of taxes to be
Paid by the KaikiGlas snd the Auiths settling in the new
street on the Southern side of the temple of Tirukkara-
puramudaiya Nayinar after granting remiseion on looms for
the first 3 years. The inscriptions olearly proved that
concessions were granted to weavers being settled in a new

area and tax remiscion was offered ae a kind of incentive,

>
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105,
106, R
107.
- 408,

+« 201 of 1923.

¢ 59 of 1914-15
¢ 140 of 1915-16
228 of 1930-31
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CHAPTER V
The Vegvers, the State and Society
Co AsD -4700

There was no major change in the soocisl standards
or ptatus of the weavers under the Vijayanagar empire.
The prosperity of the weayers led to further upgrading in
societys This wae the natural consequence of a flourishing
textile trade. Their position began te change only in the
17th Century when the merchant middlemen and the byrokers
gradually began to emerge as the dominant factors in the
textile trade.

Ag in the Gh'é:‘L‘a period, the weaver guild organisa-
tions continued to function effectively even in this period.
Donations t¢ temples, in moet cases continued to be made
collectively. Thus an instance ie aveilable from Perunager
in the period of Ariyana Udaiyar (Harihara I. $4th Century)
of the Kaikkolas 11ving in the Tirumadaivilagam of the
Brahmspuri/avara temple maling a gift of land to the deity,’
Another instange from Tiruppulivafmam during the post-
Vijnyanager perloda (IThe inseription is dated 1679 and
Sri\.n(}mga 111 who was vimtually the last ruler of Vijayanagar
dled in 1672 A.D.) is about the provision made by the people
of the nadu and d€sen of the Xaikkola guild for mid-day
offerings and worship to the God PulPevaraavamin. The

1, AZR.E. 366 of 1923 (Chingleput dist.)
2. AeR.E. 356 of 1923 (Ghingleput dlet.)
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refersnce to the KaikicOlas of nadu and desam confirms

the pattern of organisation of the Kaikkola gulld as

given in the Senzuntfiar Prabendha Tirettu end the g_;@,_.;
Purva Patteyam. An insoription from Kaliyap"éigpais
belonging to the late Vijayenagar period aleso confirmg the
continued existence of the weaver guildss It registers a
oowle (oharter) given to the weavers of Kafchipuram by
Angelgu Krishnappengaru, the agent of Kasturi Rangappa
Nayskar snd the founder of the village after hie masters
$milar evidences of the weaver gulld organisations sre
available from other reglong like North Arcot, South Arcot,
Madural and sglem districts. Thug, in the Coimbatore
dist#ict, the Unmattir Chief Vira Nenjaraje Udaiyar * is
8aid to have grented the tax on ‘bazars Sulai-thrgi) to the
Kaikkolas of Vedeparievera-nadu, Karuppu-nadu, na%ur—pax‘::u,
perur-nadu, vira‘sola valenadu and Oduvanga Nadu to the
extent to vhich it was in force during the preceding two
yeers. (The rates sre not mentioned.,) Thip evidence ig an
indication not only of the guild organisetion of the
Kaikkolas but the extent of economic privileges granted to

then,

3¢  AsRyE. 411 of 1933-34. (Chingleput dist.)

4., South Indian Temple Inperiptions, Ho0,219 D=2049-21%.
It is not possible to date this inseription or
identlify the regions referred. The ingcription also
does not refer to the rate of the bazar tex. (Sulal tirei).
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It haz already bean stated that the guild had
its own code of conduct and that any violation of its
code was geverely punishedq ‘fhough no direct evidence is
avallable for how exactly the code operated in the veaver
gullds, However, an instence is avallable from the
To‘f?iyens conrunity and asg the code of conduct muet have,
broadly gpesking, Yeen similar for all professional guilds,
the procedures of the Kml.kk“éla guild mast have dbeen along
the panme lines. The Tottiyzmsﬁ ( shepherda) of Puliyur
are sald to have taken a Joint decigion in A.D. 1309 that
whogoever did not psy a2 particular contribution was %0 bBe an
outcaste "from the nadu, the assenbly, Panc;lalam, the parai
and the 18 nadus”. In A.D, 1372, the Vira Pancales of
Terakanambi seem t0 have made an almost identic=l statementz
Not only 4id the weever guilds have their own code of
conduct and settle dipputes arising within their guild, but
they also arbitrateé in temple disputes probably in the
capacity as Sthanathar or trustees. Thus it is stated that
during the period of Vira Sayana Udalyar in the Muktiévara
temple at Attur (Chingleput taluq and dist.) a gift of land,

5. Telugu oultivators according to H,4A. Stuart, 1891
ras Cen port quoted with spproval by
matm’ m.citog VQIQVII P, ’85

6+ E.C, IX. Bt 103(a) citod in 1.V, Mahaling
ti 2l

T« E,Cy IV. Geu, 34 (South Kanare)
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free of taxes was resumed by the temple authorities
and taxes were assesped thereon and as the tenants could
not pay them,a meeting of the Kaikk'é]:as and Ked.k.kEJ‘.a

Mudallc was called.>

It eppears that the Falkkels guild
h;ld a position of considerable importsnce in the temple
and were hence asked to arbitrate to settle the issue.
Similarly, during the period of Xumere Kampaga Udeiyar
(14¢th Centvry) in the Vedagiriévera tmple at
TMrukksluklunrem a sum of 8530 pon (gold) was found to be
migsing from the temple. The thief was captured end the
Kaikic-o%ar, Kaiklfél:a Mudalis and Ponnambalaklﬁz&ar
arbitrated in the case imposing heavy fines on the ofi'ender.g
Thesne inporiptions offer interesting evidences of the
Judicial povers emnjoyed by the weavers outgide their own

guild organisation.

A high pocigl status was necessarily a concomitant
of economic prosperity and the prosperity of the weavers
during thfoxg Aperiod ie attested to by the numerous grants
to the temples made by them in their individusl or collective

capacity, During the redign of Ariyena Udaiyar (14th Century)

L ad

8, A:R.T. 298 of 1921~22, The imescription gives no
clue as 0 the date noxr is it possible %o plece
Virs Sayana Udaiyar though in the report he i
listed as a yulexr of Vijaysnagar.

9¢ S¢I,I. Vol.V N0.479 (Chingleput Talug and dist,)
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the Kaikkole comminity living in the tirumedsivilagem

of the Brahmepurifvara temple at Perunsgar (Chingleput
talug snd dist.), sre said to have made a collective
donation to the deity.'® In 1398 A.D. at the time of
Virupakshs I, Venaudaiyar one of the Kaikk%}a Mudalis of
the temple of Tiruvanakkoyil-udaiye-nsyener is said to
have nade a gift of land in the hamlet of Uttamasolevitagen
to the Geity.] 1t 1g eald thet Uttemasolevilagen was
originelly granted to the temple for worship and repairs
by Vira Earpena Udaiyar (1377 ADe)s It is thue possible
to infer that the land was blougat up by the Keikiola-
Mudalis and subsequently & part of it was gifted to the
temple, It lg yot another testimony to Kaikl:g}as
funetioning as land-dwners.

Perhaps as a result of their donations of money
and 1lmd to the temples, the Xalkkolas seem to have enjoyed
a falrly high social stending. Two important references
to the ritual ranking of the professional clasues come
fyom the Dharmzfsvara and R;Jagapaa-peruma} temples in
Saidepet (formerly in Chingleput dist, and now a part of
Madras). The sociel order seems to heve been determined
by the aseembly of 540 members, the three temple managers
( Sthenathar) snd the officiel -~ Mallunayskar. Ia

10. AsR.E. 366 of 1923 (Chingleput Talug, Chingleput dist.)
11 AsR,E. 353 of 1911 (Madanbskkem Talug, Chingleput 4ist.)



Dharndsvera temple, for the 'Tiruppalll eluchohd’

(waking up ceremony) of the God Ixum?s’évara-udatya-
Naysnar, the state officlals were to have the first
position, followed by the Sthanathar and the assembly
membersy the Villalar, the Kaikkolar and the Devaradiyar.
While the Vellalar the dominant agricultural caste are
placed above the Kaikkolas, the oil-mongers and other
professional groups are listed only after the Kaikk?}u!z
In the Rajagopala-Perumgl temple, the mame order im
followed and here the barber commmity ie also listed and
Placed after the oil-mongeraz3 But in the Adipurisvars
temple at Piruvorriyur'’ (Chidambaram Taluq, South Arcot
dist,) it wag the Kaikk?l:u themselves who along with the
Nattar end the temple trustees, determined the order of
precedence in the temple. PFrom these evidences it is
Possible to arrive at the conclusion that the weavers
ococupied an important poui§ion among the profesaional
classes in society and & feature can be explained only
in terms of the flourlshing state of the fextile industry
catering to sn expanding market.

In recognition of their social importance, the
vegvers were accorded several privileges as vas also the

~ case during the COhiola period. The Kalkiolas of Kenehipuren

120 Selels Vol VI Ho.257
’30 g: I.1. Vol. VI No.252
14 A.R.BE. 196 of 1912
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vere spparently the first to pecure the privileges of the
use of Sangu end Dandu or Tendu (Conch end Palanquin) on

all good and bad occasions because nll insgcriptions from
other regiome state that the wesvers in these areas obtained
theae privileges on the pattern of the weavers in
Kanohipuranm or that the head of the guild at Fanchipuram

by the name of frmalatta-Nayanar accorded them these privileges,
An inscription from mnévegapaﬁnalﬁx (South Arcot dist.) of
the period of Mallikarjuna dated 148%531:&&:93 that the
Kaikk?:l:as of féduﬁilemba}}ur;dya were grented in the time
of Aramvalatte Neyanar the privilege of using Sangu or Dandu
as their inasignia on the model of the Kaikk;}aa of
Kefichipuram who were egoying these privileges. ITuring the
pane period, the Kalkkolas of Tiruttafur, in the South Arcot
dist.) vwere given a roval charter entitling them to the
privileges of pcoggn and dandu in response to their

representation to Armalatta-Nayanar at Kedchipuran. 16

Pron
TMyukkoyilur in the same district it is stated that
Armalatta-Nayanar mgde his decision in consuliation with
ngargyar/ Kangarazyer and Kachchirayar. T e Kaikkolas of
Brahmedesam (agein in South Arcot dist.) are said to have

got similar privileges on the model of the Kaikkolas of

15 AsReEs 473 of 1921-22

16s AeReEe 422 of 1925

1T. AsR.E. 291 of 1928-29. The exact status of Armalatta
Nayiner is not very olear, It gppears that Kachchirayar

vas the head of the Kadthipuram guild and Armolatte~
Nayinar wes the overall hea8.
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Eanohipuran, '8 These numerous evidences prove that the
Kaiklkolas had & wide-spresd as well as close~imit guild
organisation in the various regions vhere they were dominant,
It aleo emerges very clearly that Kanchipursm was the centre
of the gocial organisation of the Kaikkolas snd constituted
the ultimate authority in deciding cases within the caste

as well gs conferring privileges on the guilde of other

rggions.

Begldes these gocial privileges, the weavers also
enjoyed certain economic privileges, notably tax exemption,
The Katkikoler living in Tirukkslukkunram (Chingleput Talug
and distriot) secured the exemption of cortain taxes like
Karpura Kenikkai, Adikara Chodi (Jodi?) Pattadel Hulayam,
attal Sammedam, Per-Semeadem, Parikkadanal etc. instead of
which the weavers were &bse tC pgy a consolidated tax of
70 penams per snum, 17 s in the Chola period, they also

enjoyed more poeitive ecdbnomice privileges like being

184 AsReBe 162 of 1518-13

19« fAsReE. 170 of 1933, Not ex 211 the taxes listed above
can be acourately identified. Apart froufhe taxes on
the wezving industry which have been discussed before,
'attal-Sammadem has been defined as annual contribution
or presents (i.e., from the Kaikikola community) in
The South Indian Temple Inscriptiong, Glogsary ed. by
Subrsmaniem. Adikarapéru was probably dues paid for
providing food and residence to officers (Mahalingam,
South Indien Polity - Glossery). The meaning of
Karpurs Kanikkai 1s not clear,
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appointed manogers or trecasurers of the temple. Instances
of this are evailable from the Tinnevelly diet,2" It has
been argued that it was essential for the Telugu warriors
who eptablished the Vijayanager empire to form links with
native elements in order to otrengthen their rules The
tenmple was, of course, one importent mearns and the other
wap the estadblishuent of friendly ties with the leading

rrofessional gmupa.m

An inscription from the
Rejasichavermoévera shrine in the Kailasenatha temple in
K?aifchipuram of the pericd of Kampana Udelyar II dated

1264 A.0.%2 testifies to the restoration of temple worship
by the orders of Kopsna, his Minister-@eneral. It deescribes
Xopanna's order to the temple suthorities, ratifying the

sale of temple yroperty to the Ksikkoles and Kalktkola Mudslis
with the right to morigege end sell thig property. They were
slsc free to mortgage and se¢ll their 'honors' as well,

Theiy precedence (mudalimal) in the receipt of the betal nut

honor (attaippam), their gervice to0 the deity (tevar Atimai)

and their proper place in temple renking (ataivu). Perhaps
by such meapures, the state was tryling to win the loyalty
and cooperaticn of the weaving community, the leading

professicnal group in the kingdom.

~n . — -

20. AJR,B, 482 of 1009 dated 1573 A.D& 467 of 191€-17
dated ’566 ADe

2¢. Thig forus the theme of Arjun appadoxrai's article
*Kings, Sects and temples in South India* (1350-1700
A.D.) in Burtonstein (Bde) South Indign Templeg,
(Delnd, 1978)

22¢ Se1.I. Vole I. Pe22 cited in Al‘j\m Appaﬂorai, P.56
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During the period of the Vijayanagar empire further
dimenaione were added to the Idangai-Valangal classifioation.
Socielogiats have tended to deseribe th{’&ategorisaxian es &
root-paradigm which had a varied application at different
roints of time in different regions. It is quite clear that
in the Vijaynager veriod, the TLeft-hand - Right-hand divisicns
had nothing to do with the army since the Fuslim invasions
and the rise of the Jengama dynasty had resvlted in the
disbanding of the Chola army. 1In the 14th century the
categorisation 18 asald to be based on economie grounds.
Acoording to Abbe Dubois the olassification was based en
the struggle for precedence between the followers of the old
establighed handicrafts snd innovators who came from outeide
end catered to the interests of the market.®> Thus, 1t is
held thet in the Ksnohipuram erea, the §aliyens, the predominent
weaving community under the Ohélms were clasrified as Valangal
vhile the Kaikkolas whose professional importance srose only
during the Vijeynagar period awé classified as Idangat. But
this explsnation ip not feasidble because even as sgoldiers

in the 05?;; regiment, the Kaikkolas were atill classified

23. Cited in Hayavadana Rao. iiysore G@ettgg_r_ Vol.I.
The various theories regerding the Idangai-~Velangal
classification has been discugsed in - K, Srinivasa
Chart 'The nrigin of the lLeft-hand ~ Right-hand
centes', Journal of the Andhrg Historicg , h
Soclety Vol,1IV, Pte 1 and 2 July and Octe 1929. e
classitications have also been Gigcussed by Arjun
Appadorel in his dissertation on 'Right snd Left-~

%ﬁgd Captes in South Indig, Univ, of Chicago, May 73.
uapublished
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as Idangal. Another explenaticn is that the divieion of
society into Idangal and Valangal rep?esented the
siruggle between landed, stable, agricultural groups

on the one hend end the rapidly increasing, mobile, urban
and artican groups on the other, Burgtonstein haa‘
advanced the theory that in South Indie the peasents held
the balanee of power end describes the Vellalar-Brahmin
glliance gs egsinst the artisan classes, the Vellalar
representing the Valgngsi and the artisens the Iéangai.
But g0 far as the Valangai-ldengal claseification is
concemed the Vellalar figure as Valangsl in certaln
sreas but quite often do not figure in thum& classification at
all. Secondly, even if the Ve;;la;ar are congidered as
Valangai, other agrioultural cagstes like the Pallis were
included in the Idamgal eategory;nor would it be true to

say that all the artisan classes belonged to the Idengat,

T™he nost plaugidle explanation 1s thet the Ipmgax-
Valengal classification during the Vijayenegzar period was
due to the desire for higzher status on the part of the
lover castes and the attempts by the Sat-Sudras (the higher
category of non-Brahming to prescrve thelr new gained status,
Thus it was amongst the lower castes themselves that
conatant attempts wre made to gain a higher atatus and

algo to preveni othere from doing the ssme., In this context,
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the statement John Fryer is very interesting: "But the
moay&ﬁeoliemt were the artificers, ss the engravers,
refinere, goldeniths, carpenters end the like who behaved
themgelves not only disrespectfully to their superiors but
tyrannically to those of g viler rmk as the husbandmen
and labourera...“24 This was the driving force behind the
categorisation and conﬂictsb/i:z;he;e over ismues like the
ritusl ranking in temples, the alloocation of symbols and
honours ete. To quote Abbe Duboilsg, "Perhaps the mle
cauge of thé confliot 1 the right tc wesy - slippers or
to ride through the streete in a palenquin (dendu) or on
horseb%ék furing merriage festivals, Sometimes, it is the
privilege of belng escorted on certain occasions by srmed
retainers, sometimes that of having a trumpet sounded in
front of the procession, or deing sccompanied by native
migicians at public ceremonies, Perhaps,it is simply the
particular kind of musical instrument suitagble to much
occamsions that is in &isgpute, or 4t may be the right of
carrying flags of certain colours or devices during these
coremniu."zs Bach profescional caste that had obtained
the use of gymbols assiduously sought to keep the others out,

24, Cited in V,R, Cornish, Madrag Cengug Report,
1871, Pt.1 F.151

28%. Heyavadana Reo, op.git. Vol T



resulting in prolonged confliets, In fact, one Valangel~
ldengal dispute during the period of iriyana Udalyar
(dated 1383 A.D,) ip seid to have lasted for over four

yearse. 26

But mere confliot does not fully characterize the
ldengai-Valangai relationss There wes also ccosidereble
co~operation, on the one hand between the menbers of the
Idangal community aad on the other hand between the
Valengal and ldangal communities. The weevers funetioned
not only through their gulld dut were necesrarily bound
by the broader framework of the Igangax conmunity. Thus
in 1399 A.D, the Idengel community of Tiruppukkull made
a garvemenye gift of + of the Idangeivari for amaintaining
s lamp in the temple and the Xglkiolas are specifioally
stated to be IQangai.27 Similarly;i?435 A.Dyy the
villege osﬁirumangslam in S@ngﬁ?ﬁﬂkkaﬁtom was given as
Sarvemanya to meet the expenges incurred for the blowing
of trumpets by the Igangaiyar on the cccaslon of the
Mrugpurer festivel in the shrine of the Godéecs
Kemekshigumen in Kenchipurer (Yemakchiamnzn is the
special deity of the Faikkdlas.)®™® In 1457 4.D., during
the reign of Mallikarjuna certain Gues like Idangaiveri
and Jati-Kanikiat collected from the residents of

- e o~ L IET T

26, A.R.E. 422 of 1905
2T. ARsB. 217 of 1916 (Esnohipuram Telug sd dist.)
28, AcR.E. 308 of 1954~55
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Tirupparanbur and its hamlets by the Idangai-nattavar
and Venniyar were assigned as Sarvanenya for lighting s
lamp to the Goddees Kamakshiamman in the same temple
mentioned above.?’ But mother inecription aleo of the
period of Mallikarjuna but from Sriperumbudur (Chingleput
dist) gives a different idea regarding the tax I¢angaivari,
This inscription records the remiseion of the ldangal
“taxes on & nev settlement of the Kaikkolas in the villege
by Mshamsndalesvara/Seluva Narasimha end the seeme
communication of this order to the Kaikkolas through the
officers of the king.’o

These two inscriptions from the pericd of
Mallikarjuna raise a very interesting ocuestion ~ whether

Idangaivari was a tax ocollected by the Idangainathar as a

agollected by the government for the treasury. 1t is

possible that it was a tax collected by the government
but ueually givon!éo the Idangal cohmunity to be utilised
for its demefit.

As stated before, the ldmngai-Velangel is a vertical
divigion of the humen body just as the caste aystem is
suppoged to be a horigontal division of the humen dody.

29, &34_,0 315 of 1954~55
30. AsBeE. 207 of 1929-30
31« Arjun Appadorai, 'Left-hend - Right-hsnd castes
in the history of South India, Ops.cit. introduction.



"Since what is divided 1s a single and complete human body
the metaphor expresses conflict as well as underlying
m:lty“.” An ingtence of the Idangel and Valangal castes of
T yukkoyilur {South Arcot dt) combining to resist oppressive
tazation is eavaellable from the 14th Century.32 Again in the
14th Century in 1326 A.D., the 98 Valangal and 98 Idmgd
oastes of Tiruvaigevur (Tanjore dist,) met together end
determined the rates of taxation on land and on professional
cilssses like the Kaikkolar end the Ry

That there was no logio or orderly dbasis for the
division of castea into Idangal and Valengal is proved by a
peculiar scircumstance. Aa has already dbeen gtated, while
the Kaikkolas were Idengal, their close associates the
Peveradiyar were Valangal. ¢ Similarly, while the men of
the Chaekkiliya and Palli castes belong to the Left-hand

AYE- 35
the women of their castes weme classified as right-hand.

The aspiration of the weayer communities as also
other upcoming professional groups like the Ksmmalas
reflected itself not only in the Igangei-valangai conflicts,
the claim for social honours and the ascribing of
nythological orxigins but also through participation in

31. (Please sed prRvtons page )
32, A.R.E. 490 of 1937-38

53. AZR,E. 59 of 191415
%4, K.K. Pillw, QD2 te PaB0
35, 1bid. P, 42
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religious movements which had their origins in the
12th~13th oenturies but gained momentum only during the
period of the Vijaynagar empire, In t}u context of
social upgrading of the professional castes W,R. Cornish
who has edited the 1871 census has made an interesting
observation, He makes the pertinent comment that the
battle for privileges and a higher caste 414 not result
in 'caste gagution' but rather in ‘caste exaltation'?s
The claim of the weavers to divine origin was motivated
by the same reason which prompted the Rajputs in the North
t0 olaim to be Suryavamshis and Chsndravamshis. The
Eaikkola wesvers asoribed their origin to Virabshu, the
mythological licutenant of Kartikeya.>! Similarly, the
Do*vinga; weavers of the andhra-Earnataka region olaimed
descent from Menu snd Narada. The Devangas also laid
claim to Brahmanical status end wore the holy f;h:z'u,(lm38
Thues what was happening asmong the wesver communities and
other professionals like the Kemmalas in medieval South
-Indlia was to some extent the reverse of the Bhakti
movement in the North., The leaders of the Bhekti movement
in the North during the 13¢h ~15th centuries not only
belonged to the artisan commmnities dut claimed eguality

36, W.Re Cornigh, lMadras Census Report, 1871, P.151

37. The legend cen be found in the * tha Prabh
Tirgtiu and has been cited in detall in Chap.Ill of
thig dissertation.

%8, Edgar Thurston, gp.cit. Vols II. P.156
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with the upper oastes by a total rejectien of caste.>’
But in the South, the participation of the lower castes
in the religions movements ooema‘ to have operated in a
different manner. HOwever, Tengale!l Vaishneviem in its
beginning stages 4did offer instances of caste negation;
"If we descend below the four castes and come to the
Chand‘a-xlaa. who, however, lacking in virtue, are true
worshippers of ... Vishnu, their servants' sexvants are

my masters and their feet are mine to w:nc'eh.‘l.p."(Ranwxmja.)40

But the ‘Swldra professionals were involved in
these movements not through the rejection of caste bud
bagically by covertly enhancing their ritugl rank, This
vag the driving force bdehind all the religious movements
of the Medieval period - the lingayat movement, the Virs-
“sedva or Kalamukhe movement and the Vadagelai-Tengalal.
split in Vaighnaviem, The Lingayats, for instance, claimed
a status superior to other religious groups and adopted
the peculiar practice of burying their deed in a sitting
posture, probably in order to appear distinctive., Abdur
Razak in the course of his travels in the South refers to

39. The nature of partioipation of the professional and
artisan clasces in the Bhakti movement in Northern
India has been discussed at some length by Prof.lrafan
Habib in his article "The Historical bakkground of
the lonotheistic Movements of the 15th-{7th Centuries®,

Seminer on ldeas - Medievel Indig, Univ. of Delhi, 1965
40. Quotod in Burtonstein's article in Silverburg (ed.)

‘%‘MO P .83
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the Byogin.“. said to be "a caste of Hindus, who are
commonly weavers. The people of the caste do not wurn

but bury their dead and the women are sometimes buried
alive with their husbend's corpse”. In the context of
religion as & means to enhanoement of social status, two
inscriptions from Nendavarem in Bagenapalli Telug (Mysore)
are of special eignificence. It concerng a body of
religiousg enthusissts styled Ekangaviras who belonged %o

the Togata community of weavers. They are sald to be
devotecs of the Goddess Ohan?'éﬁvaramma and thelr number igs
specified aa three hundred and sixty. The first inscription
desoribes the honours and privileges conferred upon this
body by the Pontiff, Vira Santabhikshavritti at Srisailam, 2
The gecond inscription states that the 360 Ekengaviras,
invoking the aif of Chandfsvari, helped the Mahamendaloévera
of Panugallu against an enemy and the Chief showed hie
sppreciation by oconferring titles on t:hnm.43 Here, is a
concrete instance of a weaving caste sccuring social honours

sn@ political privileges under a religious dbanner.

The Tengalal movement in Vaishneviem brought within
ite f0ld many of the low /Sudra professional castes, This

41R,H, HMajor *India in the Pifteenth Century, Op.clt, Fi7
42, AsR.E. 5 of 1943-44
4%. AR.Be 7 of 1943-44, Part 11. Pars 41
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movement which began after Ramsguje i.e., during the

12th - 13th centuries had its nuecleus at Sriz'aﬁgem snd
Tirupati. This was the Prabhandic or Tamil echool as &
opposed to the Blidhye or Sangkrit school, the arthodox
Vaishnevite sect which graduslly shifted its centre from
Tirupati to the Varadaral a-»?em"é]_. temple at KSKchipuram
in the couree of the 14th ~ 15th centuries. The first
Jiyar at Srirsngam Kurenarayana and later Alagiye Menavala
in the 15th century enhanced their power by offering
discipleships to the ‘Ndra servante of the templo.“ At
Srirengam, the Kow/Kanekkan was a Vegaar anéd the ritual
of offering a coconut to the deity was dom by the Ealkikolas.
An important ritual role was granted to a category of
‘Gudra functionaries called Sattademudalis (holy men who do

not wear the sacred thread)“.

Tirupati in the 15th century csne under the
influence of Saluva Nerasimha. He publicly estebliched
his patronage of the Sudre worshippers in the temple. He
allocated the donor's share of the prasadem to the
'Ramenujakutan' (free feeding houee for Sri Velshnavas,
essentially nc>an--13:rahxrxzzinsa)‘?6 This was managed by Ramanuja
Iyengsr for the benefit of hisudras disciples, Importent

44, OArjun Appadorsi "Kings, Sects snd Temples in South
India", gﬂogl_t_o P,59

45. DBurtongtein in Silverburg (ed) Op.cits, P.87

46, Arjun Appedoral 'Xings, Sects and Temples in South
India® 9_209}_&0 P,67
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ritual roles end temple honours were conferred on the
’§adra protessionals.w The Kaikkola weavers were in

charge of the Matangl and Perantalu veshsm. In the Matangt
Veshan a Kaikkola worked himself into a state of divine
intoxication and then a metal wire was passed through the
middle of his tongue without causing any harm., In the
Perantalu Vesham, a Kaikks;a dressed up 85 a female and
rode around the town on a horse, distributing the Prassdam -
Kunkum, safron paste mad tlowera.48 In view 0of the fact
that in Tirupati, during the Vijayanagar period, the
emphasis had shifted from mere grants or burding of
perpetual lamps to food offerings, the redistribution of
prasadan had a crucial significance and 1t is noteworthy
that this importent task was given to the Kaikkg;tn oaa'co.49

Kanohipuram had become the stronghold of the
orthodox school of Velshnavism and hence here the influence
of /sixdra profesczionals like the weavers was not as great
as at Srirangam and Tirupati, But,even here it was not
negligibio, Por instance, the Kaikk'ég.a ocommmity of the
Jagenatha Perumal temple in Tirumali®si of the period of
Achyuta ReYa is mentioned in sn inscription.’C At the

47, Tirumalai-Tirupatl Devasthanam Epigraphical Series,
(NSO) VOIQII’ NOSQZS, 31 anéd 50

48; Thurston 920’.;_’ VoL.; IlI PQ4~2

49, The point rogarding the nature of the ghift in the
offerings to temples im discussed by Arjun Appadoral
"Kings, Sects end Temples in South India, Op,cit. P.66

50. éoRoEo 23 of 1911
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Rejegopala Perumsl iemple in Manimangelam in Satdapet, |
the order of precedence in the temple is given'. The
Vellalar are placed next to the temple Sthanathar or
renegers, followed by the Agembadiyar, the Keikkoler, the
Innaiveniyer (oil mongers) Navider (barbers) eto, They
also enjoyed coneiderable importence in the/Saiva temples,
Ropenna, the minigter of Kempana Udaiyary is seid to have
given the Falkkolar and the Kalkkole mudelis of the
Kellasanathe temple the right %o gell or mortgage their
honoure like precedence in the receipt of the betal-nut
honour (ataippam) their service of the deity (tevar atimai)

52

etce’® The Keikkolas obviously enjoyed these ritual

privileges in this temples As has already been mentioned the
Eaikkolas had e predominent role to play on the occasion

of the/Sura Samhara day. But the wesvers seem to have
smjoyed the maximum honowrsg and ritual privileges in the
Ammen temples., In this context the temple statistiocs worked
out by Burtonstein becomes very intereeting. He shows that
between 1300 end 1750 ggére was a definite increase in the
nunsber of Amman temples. He citee the section on /Sudras

in the Baramshal records which makes it clear that the
peliglous activity of the/Sudra castes, both sgricultural

and artisan, pertained to clan gnd place tutelaries,

5'0- Selele Vol VI 330.252
52. Seloele VOIQ I, 2.120
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mainly Goddesses called "Amman".sa He quotes the 1961
census and also through other sources of information
errives at the conclusion that the priests in these
*pmman' shrines were mosgtly/Sudrg priests called
Pandarsns recruited largely from the Vellala and Palll

% at genehipuram, the rathe festival in hodour

cestes,
of Kemskehiammen was arranged by the Kalkiidlas, Thurston
glving a descriptive account of the festivel ,88y8 that
sone of the car pullers hef two cords drawn through their
f£legh, about 12 inches apart.55 Burtonetein, stpdying
the operation of the Bhakti movement as evidenced in the
Tirupatl and Srirengam templesm, comes to the conclugion
that thef&-u}ra professionals actuslly enjoyed a status
in society and economy that was not at all in accoxdance
with their traditional ritual ranking. The whole mass of

inscriptional evidences goes to prove this point.

One cen conclufe that the pericd of the Vijaynagar
Empire 4id not witness eny major chenge in the social
status of the weavers since the Chola period. But while
in the Chola period, the Saliyan or the/ﬁ_ol.-{.ya aliyens,

as they were sometimes called, were the main weaving

53. Burtonstein 'Temples in the Temil Countyy 1300-1T50
in Burtonstein (Ed.) !'South Indian Temples' PP, 27-28

54, 1Ibid P.3%2
55 Thureton OP.cit. Vol, 1II P.42
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community of the KEﬁ’chipuram reglon, the Kaikk_o:!.aa had
definitely secured predom:tnanca in the region during the
period of the Vijayansgar Empire. While ingcriptional
evidence indicates that/:\:eavers the Kaikk?:{l.as occupied a
high place in society, to the members of the community

it seems to have denoted a fall in social status as
compared to their previous profession, i.e., eoldiering.
Perhqpe) that is why in all the legends snd literature of
the Chola perfod and especially in Ottskiuttar's it
Eluvathu . the Ksikkolas sre mentioned as soldiers and
generals but never as weavers, The community itself has

6 specific legend to explain why it ohenged from soldiering
to weaving,”® The legend 1s that Virabshu, (the
mythological ancector of the Kaikk?)f_la community), the
divin_e lieutenent of Lord Muruga refuaced to go to the ald
of.{’::;thly king Musumuga ChB}..an (not historically identified)
The God cursed them that they were not fit for soldlering
but only fit to weave cloth in the Kongu country. ¥From
these literary evidences, it ip possible to conclude that,
while the ingoriptionsl references to the Kaikkolas do

not show any merked change in their social status between

56, This legend which cannot be historically dated uas
orally told to me by Kavigiar N. Kandasemli of Ri_aipuran.
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the CI:To}a, and Vijayanagar periods, the oommunify itself
seems 10 have considered the switohover from soldiering

to full-time weaving as a sociel degradation. It is
interesting that even to this day, the commumnity prefers
t0 be known as 'Sen@mtgnr" the nane under which
Oﬁyakkﬁt@ar eulogised them for their militsry achievements
rather than as 'Kaikkggar. which they congider a purely

professdonal nane.
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