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PREFACE 

The 19th century in Andhra, as well as in India, was 

an epoch-making period because of the agrarian revoLution 

r set in motion by Brttain and the shattering of the old 

institutional basis of. Indian society.. The destructive 

role of the British rule resulted in devastating famines, 

pauperisation of the peasantry, and universal poverty. 

The,drain of wealth. was yet another feature of the British 

imperialist rule over India. The village community which 

broke up was not immediately replaced bymodern agro

industria]. society. Progress is the result of the impact 

of external force on iP, ternal cha..nge. The British terri

torial conquest of the country introduced, along with the 

modern means of communica~ion and transport, tho elements 

of commercial capital ism which ultimately resulted in the 

creation of a national market. The stagnant feudal society . 
in India, when shak;en by external forces, began to move at 

~ slow pace. Whereas the developing elem.ents of mercantile 

commerce with its ideology were moving comparati v·ely at a 

rapid pa,ce. It may be describ.ed as a· period of transition, 
\ 

from the old to the new. An urban middle class, pursuing 

various gainful professions was now adc.ed to ·the .class-struc

ture of IndJ.::1.n society'. Its pioneering role in the dis semina-

tion cf' Western ideas and in the social and political awake~ 

ning of the people cannot be overemphasised. Leadership 

in society was progressl.vely transferred from the hands of 

the land-based and rural elite to those of this new m.'ban 
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elite.- fhe change in the economic structure of society 

coupled with the flow of new .idea. a was creatJ.ng a stir 

in the miJr~ds o.f the people .. 

Kandukuri Veeresalingam ( 1848-1919) was bo:rn at the 

·cross-roads of this historical development <:J.nd at the right 

moment in the history· of Audhra, when Andhra. society was 

Ut1dergoi!1g a· similar change as the rest of Indian 

society. 1£he efforts of the Christian missionaries and 

th.e Government ill the spread of' education during the 

period were tvorth noting. Motives apart, the rising middle 

o1asses began evincl.ng keen 1r1terest in new education 

which brought ·~th it new ideas of scientific thinking 

and rational inquiry. veeresalinga.m's efforts at the 

creation of a new era in An.dhradesa were an integral part 

of the larger reformation moveme!l t which had its birth at 

the beginning of the 19th century in Bengal. No history 

of Indian social reform is complete without a recognition 

of the pionee.ring endeavoars of vaeresal.ingam and his 

associates in the caus£. of sooial regeneration and the libe

ration of men and women from the shackles of ~~.ge ... old 

ignorance and meaningless customs. Little is known of the 

work of veeresalingam outsidtrt the· ~ee lugu eolmtry l'lO\fadays. 

Works on Indian social reform movements make only a passing 

reference' to him. It may partly be due to ·the fact that not 

only Veeresa.lingam' a vJOrks but those of his contemporaries , 

too are in Telugut and a serious ati~empt is yet to be made to 

fully explore these :;tou.:rees and preeent a. connected and balanc· 
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account of t.he reform ·mov·e.ment of this perio{j in the right 

pers.pective. Howe'\ter, th~re was a time 1rih.~n the Brahmos 

of B~ngal like Pand1 t SivanfJ,tha Sastry and the reformers of 

IVlaharasn·tra like Ma.he.dev Govind. Ranade hailed him as the 

'Vidyasagar o:f South IY:~.dia' • iUs greatne~~s lay in the fact 

that he undertook many-sided reform a.eti vi tics at the same 

time and d:i.d eve·:·ything at .b.is command. to malce them a sue ... 

cess.. Veer.esalingam was involved in the creC"::~.tion ot all 

b "" l. • n P i · ·d. "" T 1 · - i.P ..,.e .nn~·-.:;S _n. 1no '"rn ·e. ugu. .L J...e, an educator, a reformer~ a 

femini.st, a jotu.·.na11st• a literacy historla.."'l, a \!Triter of 
• 

social satires, plays a.nd novele - he was m.:my in one.. An 

attemp~.; is made in this d.isserta.tiou to pres:31:1t \"eeresallngam 

as a svcia.l and :religious reformer, and as G.. purifier of 

public life~ An assese;ment f:Jf .b. is political ideas is also 

a.t·cempted. HO\·;ever, keeping in ·vi.ew the limi ta.tions of the 

pres~nt dissertation an evaluat.i.on of Veez·esal:i.ngam 1 s 

11 terar;r. ,.,orks and style is not undertakan.. Thts aspect 

may be taken up later. 

T:he present r::ltudy 1.s .not a .mere discussion of' :reform 

present an accotL.'"lt of the practical wo:r-k done ·by hil'X! in the 

field of social :rei'orm. Also this wor.k is not confined to 

a mere presentation of the work of Veer~salingam as an 

individual reformer. I.t deals with the times he liYad in, 

taking into a~oount ·t.he impact o.f his yersonali ty on the 

contemporary society. H~ inf'luenced. his times as much ·as 

he was inf1 uen oed by theL.h Iil h:i .. s o·~:n li:f. e--t;S..me Vceresa-
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lingam himself witnessed:the extent of influence his 

reform movements had on ll.is times. The impact was seen 

in the activities of sev~ral of his younger contemporaries 
I 

some of whom were his own associates and followers in the 

cause of social reform. 

The main sources for this subject consist of the writings 

of Veeresalingam and the contemporary writings of his co

workers and journals publ~shed during his time. .The help 

that the Government records render for this type of work is .. 
probably not much as the bias of official X"ecords was un

doubtedly more towards political and other matters and not 

social. As most of the materials are in Telugu language 

(including the writings of Veeresalingam), the passages 

and references quoted in this work are translated into 

English by me. 

1 shall be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge 

my debt to several people who helped me with their_ sugges

tions in preparing this work. I do not know how to adequate

ly thank my adviser Prof.S.Gopal but for whose valuable 

suggestions and guidance I ~ould not have completf?d my work. 

I am grateful to the·Centre for Historical Studies for 

providing me with an opportunity to join the centre to pursue 
. 

my :~J7esearch. I thank the governing body of my college, 

Jawahar.~arati, Kavali, for granting me sabbatical leave· 

for one year to be able to stay in the Jawaharlal Nehru 

University to do my research. I wish to thank: the authori

-~ies of the Gautami Library, Rajanmundry, and the Progressive 
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Union 1 !~ell ore, the l1ationa.l Archi vea, Nei.'l Delhi. and the 

Ta.milnadu Arehives, l·!a.dra.s; for providing ,me with necessary 

'boolrs and reco.rds !or my study. 

' V, •. RArl.4KRISllNl!.MACllARYULU 
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CHAPTER I 

ANDHRA SOCIETY IN THE 19TH CENTUR...!, 

The British established their control over the Andhra 
' region by the beginning of the ,19th century. The Anglo-

~rench rivalry. ended in 1763 re1sul ting in the d.ecline of 

the F~rench in~luence in the SQ~th and the ascendancy of the 

British,~ In August 1765, Robept ~lli ve, the Governor of 

Bengal, succeeded in securing a· firman from the Mughal 

Emperor who gave away the circar districts except Guntur 

(The Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, Godavari and Krishna districts) 

to the British. 1 Similarly the Nizam in 1800, one year after 

the close of the fourth Mysore war, entered into a treaty 

with the British (under the system of Lord Wellesley's 

subsidiary alliances), and ceded the Rayalaseema districts 

(Bellary, Kurnool, Cuddapah, Anantapur, Chittoor and Nellore, 

which from then onwards called Ceded Districts) to them. 

With this the conquest of Andhra was completed. Thus, the 

Andhra country, ruled by indifferent and distant rulers 

(the Mughals and the Nizam), was in a bad shape economically • 

socially and culturally~ The .rule of the Nizam degenerated 

into a mere collection of taxes and he had evlnced no interest 

in Jnaintaining even peace, security and order, not to mention 

of progress. The Zamindari system (in vogue then) was rotten 

and under it people were groaning being placed at the mercy 

of every freebooter and superstition monger. 

CASTE SYSTEM; .......... ~-;,;;;;;.,;;;. ...... -. 
Society in Andhra during the 19th century was the same 

1. C. v;e
2
rabhadra Rao, Hi:;!~O!:J: of Rajahmundry (~ajahmundry ,.1915) 

P• "' ·• 
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as that ,of any part of South India. It was based on the 
. . ' 

hierarchical order of; innumerable castes and sub•castes. 
':-

Birth, not merit or wealth, was the principal criterion on . . 

which one's status or position \I!Tas. decide<.'~. Once born in 

a par:t,icular caste, the status of an ·incli vioual was pre

determined by the rank o:f that caste j.n the hierarchy. The 

village community was a coJlibjnati.on o~ many caste groups, · 

each following its hereditary calling and enjoying its 

fixed status. In the same iranner, the caste in which a man 

was born d.etermined his occupation too. Along with the 

original four castes, a number of sub-castes emerged in the 
' course of time. Perhaps as a result of geographica,l expan-

sion and due to the growth of new crafts which brought new 

vocation.s into existence; the sub ... castes might have been 

originated~ In this respect it may be noted that certa.:Ln 

sub-castes among the Brahmins in Andhra bear names denoting 

a particular .area populated by them.· 2 These sub-castes 

had become distinct divisions in society, and the social 

2. See Edgar Thurston, Castes asd Tribe§ of_.§Quth India 
Madras, 1909)' Vol,I, p.366, wherein he discussed different 

. divisions among· Brahmins like 1) Vaidikis 2) Niyogis 
3) Tamballa etc. Among these divisions existed many sub
divisions denoting areas. E.G. 1)Murikinadu 2)Veginadu 
3)Pakanadu. Also see Suravaram Pratapareddy, 'Andhrula 
~nghika Char.itra• (Telugu) (Social History of' Andhras), 
Hyderabad, 1950), second Edition pp.424-25. T~e author 

quoted a verse f'rom Hamsavamsati, a political work writ• 
ten in rre·lugu by Ayya.laraju Narayanamatyudu ( 1800·50) 
which reflected the social lif'e of Andhra durine his 
period.. The verse mentioned different 'nadus' l terri to
rial divisions) such as Velanadu, Venginadu, Pulugulanadu, 
Pragnadu; Murlkinadu, Renadu •. Also see Vignanasarvaswamu 
-(Telugu), (Madras, 1959) Vol.III. p.149 wherein it is 
stated that these divisions existed, on. territorial basis, 
not only ·among Brahmins but other eastes also. Among 

·Reddis, there are Sub-divisions l.ike panta, pakanati, 
Motati, Karnati and the like. Likewise among Vysyas. 
Ka.mmas, Viswab,rahmins also there exi.st these sub-divisions. 



_,_ 
intercourse between these divisions was strictly for~ 

bidden. As th~ caste sy~tem was based on the concepts 

of superiority and inferiority and ideas of purity and· 

pollU:tion 1 there was no possibility of soc i.al intercourse 

which, ultimat_ely led to a parochial social consciousness. 

The caste system d'ivided the entire population into three 

broad social gr~ups., na.mely 1 the privileged, the unprivi-, 
\ 

leged, and the ~touchables. 

The 13rahmins were at the apex of the social struc-. . 

ture and also they wel,'e the rich landlords till the middle 

o.f the 19th centpry. They monopolised all learning and 

were the arbiter~ ·of mora.lst in society, They wer.e not 
' 

only p.riests and·, teachers but occupied key posts in the 

. administ~ation,:; in the ancient tradition of acting as 
" !·· 

ad vi sersO:(Mantrin) to the rulers. As a priestly community 

they wer4 also entitled to other priVileges like gifts 
;. ' 

"· 
and. charities in the name of religion and also 'the leniency 

. '· 
~ 

of punishments. 

Telugu Brahmins are divided into two broad groups 

Vaidikis and Niyogis. Vaidikis are enjoined upon to 
,. ' 

.follow religious occupations and Niyogist secular. These 

two sects are sub-diVided into various endogamous groups. 



Immigrants from the Tamil country in the wake of invasions 

to and .fro have constituted themselves into sizeable 

pockets, endogamous as usual. Prominent among them are 

the Arama Dravidas in the Godav{:tri basin, the Dlmili 

Dravidas of V.isakhapatnam and Srikakulam districts and 

the Pu.dur and Tummagu.nta Dravidas of Nellore district. 

The lowest rung among the Brahmins in the ritualistic 

hierarchy are the Ta.mballa Brahmins \'IThO are prie s'ts in 

Siva temples. Among the Niyogi Brahmins the most out

standing in achievement, secular and literary, the pride 

of place goes to the Aruvela Niyogis. 4 

~!LY.Y_t;iy;:a~ (al,so called Komatis) occupied a middle 

position between the Brahmins and the Sudras. They are 

divided into Arya Vysyas and ordinary Vysyas. Their 

position in the ritualistic hierarchy is not very much 

higher than that of the Sudras eventhough they have begun 

in recent times to claim a 'Dwijahood' (the status of 

twice bot'n people). For the Vedic Vysyas and Kshaktriyas 

are generally considered to be extinct. ~e chief occupa

tion of the Vysyas is trade.5 

4. For an original presentation of the probable historical 
origins of the division of Telugu Brahmin Community into 
Vaidikis and Niyogis, see K.V.Lakshmana Rao 'Andhra 
Brahmanulaloni Niyogi Vaidika Kalanirnaya.mu' , Lakshmina
~ayana yyasaya~ lVijayawada, 1965), pp.1-17. Also see 
under Andh.ra Brahmins,Edgar Thurston, Vol.I, op.cit., 
pp.357-366. . 

5. See for a good account of Vysyas, Edgar Thurston; Vol.III, 
op.cit.t pp.306•48. · 

·"· 
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Next in order came the Sudraa (as they were called) 

who formed the u.nprl vileged section of the society. Wor

shipp~ng e.i ther ViShnu or. Shiva, they were divided into a 

number of castes such as Reddis, Kammas, Kapus, Balijas, 

Lin gay a ts, Kamsali s, Devangas, _Padmasali s, Mangalis, 

Chakalis, Kummaras, and so on;6 These castes and their 

sub-divisions (into endagamous groups) further fragmented 

the society into smaller divisions and prevented the inter

mingling of these caste groups. 

The next social division consisted of the • untoucha

bles• who were treated as virtual slaves in the villages. 

The Malas and M~digas mainly constituted this group who 

were also called as 'panchamas.' Economically they were 

at the lowest rung of the ladder and were working as 

landless l~bourers on the fields of the village landlords. 

Among them, as it was the case with regard to other castes, 

7 the social inter-mixture was completely ruled out. The 

untouchables did not have social statue nor social righ_ts~ 

6. Edgar Thurston, op. cit.,. p.145. He discussed the 
various castes among Sudras in his •castes and tribes 
in South India'. To cite one example, the :following 
sub-divisions existed in the Balija caste; 
a) Gazula b) Gandavallu c) Telaga d) Tota e) Ralla 
f) Pusa g) Racha h) Jakkula. i) Adapapa. Also see 
Suravaram Pratapareddy, op.cit., p.426 where~n he gave 
a detailed list of several castes that existed in Andhra 
during the period under review. · 

7 •. w.Francis, ~Bellar:\( Madras District Gazett.§~. (Madras, 
1904), pp. 76•77• Also see Edgar Thurston, op. cit., 
p. 332. 



These different caste groups had different codes of 

behaviour and eii~quette, <?ne tor the •higher castes' and 

the other for the t lower castes'. The 'l.Ol\l'er castes', in 

the 19th ·century Andhra, were adopting methods and means ., 

to imitate the highrca.stes a·nd ·adopt their way of .life. 

This process (called •sa.nskritisation') was followed by 
I '_- • 

a caste <?r sub-div-ision of a caste, which desired to im• 
' ~ 

prove its position by adopting Brahm:i;n ways of life, quit• 

ting callings considered degrading, taking to vegetarianism, 

child-marriage, giving up the practice of 1tli dow remarriage 
' 

and intoJtican ts and renouncing ; ~ ·. bloody religious cere-

monies.8 

.. 
The '.animosity and gulf that existed among the non-

Brahmin castes in Andhra. could be illustrated by a division 

among them into the "right.:.hand" and "left-hand" castes, 

a characteristic peculiar to South India excluding Kerala. 

Though the origin.~. of these divisions cannot be explained, 

inscriptional evidence showed that they had been in exis

tence for the last one thousand ¥ears·. It appeared from 

··this division that ~i~t hand castes are mainly of agri

cultural occupations and the left hand castes a~e mainly 

o:f artisan communities l.ike_ viswabrahmirts.9 This division 

was a source of constant strife and led to large scale 

incial Series, Madras (l 

9. Ugpanasarvaswamu, Vol. III, op.cit., P• 16. 
' 
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violence and the law courts were flooded with litigation 
. 10 of this kind. • 

Though the caste system showed no signs of loosen• 

ing its iron grip, with. the introduct.ion of western 
} . ' 

education; changes in the tradi tiona.l economy, rise 
' : . 

of new professions and towns and the introduction of 

railways and other communications, more occasions and 

opportun~ ties were created for social inter-course. A 

Brahmin; under severe economic stress or under the 

lure of e cononiic prosperity, 'lf.ras changing his profes

sion (occupation) and Brahmins were the first to take 

to the new e'ducation and occupy salaried jobs like 

clerks, dubashis (translators) in the Government. 

However • si·nce the spread of new learning was again 

limited to a few, the traditional functional division 

of society remaineq, by and large, the same till the 

end of the· 19th century. 

All social evils were supposed to have had \,:, .. :·

religious sanction and hence the people were either 

10. Enugula Veeraswamaiah 1 -~iya.tra: -CharJ.t.ra .(Bezawada, 
1941. First edn., 1838), f.n. p. 370. 
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reluctant or afraid o:f oppoaig them~ Though practices 

like • satt• 11 , 'hooks winging• , and. fire walking 12 - were 

prevalent, nevertheless they·were_ rare in occurrence. 

Slave.ry .. of the domestic type was more common in And;nra.. 

Despite the declaration of the Board of revenue in 1818 ·. 

that the agricultural labourers were free, they frequently 

worked on contract and were bound to the same villages 

and families during their life time• 13 The Act of 1843 

deprived slav~ry of its legal status .by prov.iding that 

courts would not entertain claims to slaves. 
11. see Vennelacunty Soobrow, 14,!e of Vennelacunt;v SoobrOw 

(Madras, 1873), p.51. He wrote, "I visited the ceremony 
of the widow of Toomoo Paupaiah vho had just died burn
ing herself on the funeral pile of her deceased husband". 
It occurred in 1822. Also see John A.C.Boswell, ed., 
Ma.nnual o the NelJngJfe J21.§t:rigt (in the Presidency of 
Madras , Madras,,· 18 · 3), P• 250. · He mentioned that in 
Nellore district the practice of Sati burning was 
prevalent and some of the sites \..tere still perpetuated 
where these satees have been held by a shed or a rough 
temple being built over the spot. In some cases women 
who· have thus sacrificed themselves have been defied 
and raised to· the position of village goddesses. see 
for instance N .. G.Ranga• :gight .• tor Freedom (Autobiogra
phy) (Delhi, 1968),pp.5-6,wherein it is mentioned ihat 
a temple was raised in Nidubrolu in commemmoration of 
*sati' perform~d by one of his ancestors. According to· 
him that temple is venerated by people even to-day. This 
was an instance of 'sati' among the sudras. Another in
stance o.f 'sati' among the sudras was brought out by · 
.nr.T.V.subba Rao in his unpublished Ph.D.thesis, ·~elugu 
veeragadhachar!trawy• {January, 1968}. He stated that 
one :B.irudavolu Narayanamma wife of Papireddy of Gudur 
(Nellore District) performed 'sat1' round about the year 
1828 whose life is being sung today by people in that 
area as a ballad• 

12. W.Francis, op .• cited. t pe64. 
13. Dharma Kumar, t.:-lfand~and Caste in §outh India;;: (c.u.P.·, 

1965), pp. 45 - 48. 



'Xany·a.su1ke.t (pu.rchf'.lee of child brides) was 'Vety cn1ch. 

in vogue 1n A!ldhra during this period. 'fhiB evil practice 

was closely nasoc1a.te4 with tt1e statu.~ of wo~en in .society. 

women were trea.te4 a• su.bordin.ates to men. Different· 

et.'Ulda.ras ana different moral cod.ee deei<led the bet.taviour 

ot men and wonH!n. Beth law as w~ll as religion oombS.nea 

1n their denial ot 'rtgt.te and lib~rt1es to· tfomen. tt'he 

sub3ect1on of .Indian wo!llen wa.e eseentiallf a socio-econo• 

m1c problem. Born in a society wh.er-e the bi~th dec1d~4 

aU status{':'.'! endowed with no property rights the Indian 

women had to lead a. pitiable li:.t'e until .the movements in 

favour of thetr rights and libertiee were launched. 

A consaquen·ce o:f. the evils like 'Kanyasulka t and 

in.fant.marr1a.gce was the problem of wido\fb.ood. The misery 

of a wichtWt mainly among the uppeJ' castes, was tragic. 

~t1t.tows \<J~rre treated a.a slaves. Among higher castes, 

the w14ow1s head \Yae shaved. ornaments taken oft and the 

tmfortunate girl was tlepri~ed of a.ll pleasures of life. 

"She was not. even al.l.owea to pe.rticipa.te' in family cere• 

mottiee ae her presence was tboaght ta bring misfortune. • •• 

She became o£ten an ob~ect of ,eontampt and maltree.tment ..... •14 

Th.is kind of ai tua.ti·on made some women prefer death to 

torture and commit • sabagamam' 1 ( self-i.mmola tion) ·• Some. 



times the birth of unwanted babies led to infanticide. 

Among the so-called lower castes in the ,countryside widow 

remarriages were not unknown; though among the 'Upper 
' . . 

castes' they were almost completely absent. · 

Devadasis (nautch-girls) came to. be considered as a 

synonym-for prostitutes .. They de-velo:_ped into an-exclusive 

caste of their o.,m ffhaving ·it's own la'\.ts_ of inheritance, 

its own cu.stoms and. rules cf etiquette •••• n15 There were 
f. 

companies of dancin.g girls (Deva.dasis) married to a pre-

siding deity" but who live by prostitution and who attend 

at private houses on all occasions of feasting or celebra

tions of any sort. tr16 No doubt there 'lr1ere good performers 

of dance and music among them. Iievertheless their per

formances gradually degenerated into :passionate and yulgar 

expressions bf their physique and thfs generally led to the 

deterioration of moral life in P:<:.· society+ To keep ~ 

prostitute and to at :tend a 'nautch' performance bec~.me 

status symbols and. acts of prestige. 1;7 

......................... 
15. Edgar Thurston, op.cit., P• 131. 
16. John A. c. Beswell, op., cit., P• 215. 

17. K. Veeresalingam, Sw,2e;sr~phar! trNY. (Autobiography) • 
(Rajahmundry, 19541", Part I, pp.90-91. It consists of ti'll 
parts. The first part was published in 1911 and the 
second part in 1915~ This as well as foregoing references 
and passages quoted, from the autobio~raphy, irl the presen-t 
thesis,are taken trom the original text (in Telugu)and 
translated into English~ 



Since education and enlightenment were very limited• 

ignoranc~ reigned supreme r·esul ting in a legion of super• 

sti ·tions, If an owl perched on a house., it would bring 

misfortune to ~he inmates and if a erov1 cawed on the roof 

of a. hot1.se it would brlng a guest. 1·8 Bad omens inciu.ded 

beif;lg cp.u:~stioned rega:rditlg business on which one is set

ting out; or directly aft<.n::·lea:ving the house, catching 

.sight of a Bl:'a.hma.n, 'two sudras, a widow, oil, a snake or 

a sany~ai, would thllrart the purpose of the'visit. 19 Good 

omens included b.earing a bell rir1g1 the braying of an ass 

or on .first leaving the house, seeing a mar·ried woman, a 

corpse, flowers or a toady -pot. 20 Women and housea were 

o.ften supposed to be possessed of devils, whom only a 

professional witch ... doctor could exorcise. Trees ana devils 

were supposed t-o ba intimately· conn acted, and a. stunted 

or de.formed ·tree was often pointed out as the abode of a 

~len a man was supposed to be possessed by an 

evil spirit, nit is often the f}r.:tctice to take him out to 

some especial tree, which is supposed to be a favourite 

resid~nee of demons, and tllex·e ~o drive a nail into the 

trunk.n 22 

1'8':" F;R.HemmingWay, g2aa'iarJ:. ~~iQa:ikl.Jii~it;J.$:\t GazetlUl!:t 
(Madras. 1907), P• 46. Also see J.D,.B. Gribble 
frlatt!ml Q;f:.Qud§§ti!alf. DL§.~ric~ (Ma.drao- 1875). P• 292 where ·· 
he mentioned in detail the birds and animals which 
were supposed to be of evil omans.. · 

19. Ibid. 
20. Ibid .. 
21.o~ J.:D.:a. Gr.ib~ole ti,tl.nnual 2t: Q..ta-!ld.~Q?Jlpis;trisr! (Mad •• 1875), 

l"'.• 284. 
22. Ibid. 
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Child birth was surrounded by a number of supersti

tions. A pregnant .woman was not supp,osed to see an eclipse 

or her child would be born .deformed. 23 Some dreams were 

supposed to foretell events. It was a good thing to dream 

of being bi tte:n by a cobra and if the bite drew blood 1 t 

was considered specially good.24 

Scarcity of rain was dealt with in various ways 1:ike pou-
··· ...... 

ring"' one thousand pots of water over the lingam in the 
<' 

Siva temple. Another way followed to invoke Varuna {the 

rain god) was that the Malas tie a live frog to a mortar 

and take it round the village in a procession saying 

'Mother frog, playing in water, pour rains by pots full. • 

The villagers of other castes, then would come and pour 

water over the Malas. 25 

Religious life: 

Brahmanical superiority in society greatly affected 

the religious life. The Brahmanical festivals (like 

Sivaratri, Vaikuntha Ekadasi) were popular. Large Brahma-
fJ./ 

nical shrines were attractin~ great following, mainly from 

the richer sections of other communities. Besides these 

large temples, small shrines to the orthodox Gods were 

numerous. The 'gramadevatas' or village deities were 

numerous. Hardly was there a village without its shrine 

23. F.R. Hemmingway, op.cit., p. 46. 
24. Ibid.j P• 47. . 
25. Ibid. Also see w. Francis, !lzagapatam, Madras District 

~azetteers (Madras, 1909), p. 265. 
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/ 

to some pera.ntalamma, or woman who commit-

ted sati. 26 These gramadevatas, were of female sex. 

They included Nukalainma, :Sangaramma, fl!aridamma, Paidi talli, 

Muthyalainma, Polaramma, Gangamma and others. They did 

not have any clear history 1 definite attributes or 

(except in some cases where bu.ffalo sacrifices were made) 

any special :ti tual. They were all equally feared and were 

worshipped as averters of dreadful diseases like cholera, 

small pox, and as possible granters of boons to those who 

made vows before them. 27 :Besides the orthodox Gods of 

the Hinciu pantheon., and village goddesses, t11e caste 

de.i ties (Kanyakamma of the Vysyas, the Gontiyttlamma of 

the Malas and I-ladigas t l'1a tangiralu) and also the .family 
. . 

deities were worPlhipped. 28 As the po,orer and 'lower 

sections'' of the society were generally the worshippers 

of the village deities their shrines were the poorest 

constructions of one small cell <?Jld often being merely a 

spot under a tree marked by a. few sacred emblems~ 

The Hindu religion prescribed many ceremonies for 

marriages and funerals. .1.~.lzo a number of ceremonies \'Jere 

ordained in the life of an individual from bir"th to death. 

women and young girls .had 8. good number of fru1ctions to 

perform. Uowever, a.l'l these :f'u11ctions and ceremonies were 

mainly confined to the rich sections of the community who 

26. w. Francrs ~ · viza£:a...'Q.?·iam-; Hadr~s ;oil\t~iJ.ct ~azetteers 
(Madras, 1909), p. 267. · 

-
27. F .. R.·He!J!ming;,v-ay; op .• cit., p,. 48. 
28. Ibid .. 



had means as well a~ le.isure to perform them. The 

poorer sections of the society remained aloof from ·them. 

Besides the Hindus who constituted the overwhelming 

majority of the population, there were the Muslims ( 6%), 

the Christians (3%) and the Animists (2%). 29 The rapid 

advance in the numbers of the native Christians was a 

marked :feature of this time. Most of the converts were 

drawn from the lowest classes of society. It was per

haps their desi:r;·e to p!n away from a caste-dominated 

oppressive society to embrace a religion which held no 

caste distinctions and also which promised them educa

tion and better social opportunities.'3° 

The dwellings of the people varied vastly from the 

one roomed, ·mud-walled, tha tched-roo:f but of the poor to 

the elaborate dwelling of' the rich money-lender or landownex 

The dress varied with religion and caste and differed in 

dif.ferent localities. Speaking generally, both men and 

women, except the richer classes, wore coarsest clothes, 

made usually of home-spun cotton woven by the local 

weavers. Though generally men wore three pieces of cloth, 

the poorer classes could afford to wear only a single cloth 

29. Imperial Gazetteer, of I,ndia, op.cit., p. '3'3. 
. . . 

30. Ibid. f!: .s.. ,_ ~-· •• Also see Enugula Veeraswamayya, op.cit., 
pp.165-66. 



(languti) round the waist. ~he educated men took to coats, 

and sometimes trousers and even boots. Women wore sarees 

and half-jackets, though the poor women could not afford 

to have the latter. 

A number of festivals were celebrated both of reli-

gious and secular bias. But among them the most popular 

and commo.nly celebrated were·, Sankranthi (Pongal-'boillng') 

in .January when the first rice of the new. crop will be 
' ,. 

boiled in the new pots, the AyU.dha Puja ('worship of 

implements', called Dussera also) in ,october, the Dipavali 

(literally, •row of lights') in October or November. 

The people had no lack of amusements. wandering 

acrobats, jugglers and ballad•singers were touring periodi• 

cally. Play acting, mainly of pura.nic stories, and puppet 

shows were commonly staged in the villages. Cock and ram

fighting were very popular, eventhough the latter was 

rather an aristocratic pastime. Kolatam* was a very com-· 

mon pastime for girls and boys ill the countryside. It was , . . 
also an ancient pastime., being represented in the carvings 

on'the temples at Hampi.'1 

with regard to food habits, the Muslims, the Christians, 

31. w. Francis; n. 5, P• 59. 

*_A morris-dance, ina ring: usually with sticks; which 
are struck together in harmony. ·See: C.P. Brown, 
Telugu-English Dictionarx 1 (Hyderabad; 1966); p.323. 
First Published in 1852. 
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and the lower classes of Hindus ate meat, except that the 

Muslims did .not touch po.rk and the beef-eating was confined 
. ·. 

' to the 'lower castes•. The upper cla.sses of Hindus were 

mostly vegetarians. Rice was the st.aple food , of the 

richer classes, and cheaper food. grai.ns such as ragi • 

;~onna were the. usual ¢1iet of the other. Nearly all clas

ses chew betel. Alcohol, to begin with, was confined to 

the lower sections of the society, eventhough a gradual 

spread of this habit among all classes could be seen in 

the second half of the 19th century.32 

;igttca t!on:. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, education was 

mainly c.onfined to the Pial school system in which a course 

in sanskrit and arithmatic and T,elugu were given to pupils 

by a teacher who taught them in the verandah of a house or 

under the shade of a tree for which he was' meagrely paid 

by the parents of the pupils. It took. quite some time to 

get out of this rut of unimaginative and unscientific 

methodof learning.33 Replying to the Minute of Sir Thomas 
32. The native news papers reported during 1887-88 about the 

evils of drinking liquors and deplored the complacency 
of the Government in not bringing out a legislation 
prohibiting this evil. They alleged that as the Govern
ment was interested in getting an additional incomeand 
hence its reluctance to ban liqu.or. See for example 
yi:yekavardhani, Report on Native Newspapers,May,1887. 

33. vennelacu.nty Soobrow, op.cit., pp.65·74. Soobrow, in 
these pages, published the report he submitted to the 
J.iadras School Book ·Society when he was made a member of 
it in 1820. He pleaded for the reform of the existing 
out-dated school system and made a good number of 
suggestions for its improvement, 



Munro., Governor of Madras • on the prevailing state of 

education (June 25, 1822), the Collector o:f Bellary; 

Mr. A.D~ Campbell wrote that every school boy would repeat 

verbatim a good number of vet·ses like .a parrot without 

knowing their meaning •. 34 Howevsrt tha second· half' 
. . . . . . g_,~.y 

of the 19th century·w2t~essed oomparat1vely ~progress 
-

in education with the esta.bl1sbment of Anglo-vernacular 

·schools in many parts or Andhra... The great impetus came 

to education when the 'Local Funds' were cr.eated by ·the 

Government in 1871. T.he rtots in Ra.jahmundry area applied 

to the Sub-Collector to establish vernacular aohools in 

their villagt:~s, offering to .meet· the expenditure by a 

fixed annual addition to the revenue demand on their vil

lages. !his came to be called the Rajahmundry system of 

schooling. The e~1ta.blishmen t of' schools around Rajahm.un• 

dry \\fas the first attempt made by Government for the ex

tension and improvement of education in the MadJ.'a.S Presi

dency. This c.lea.rly shcn~ed. that the det::d.re of people in . 
these :parts to .learn English in particular and receive 

educa:tion in general wa,s. intense.35 In Cuddapah district 

during 18'"/1-72, t;hero we:re a tot~.l of 212 village schools, 

educating 4,057 scholars .. 36 Si.milar strides, in this 

regard t wero made :iu other districts too. Taking the 



Madras Presidency as a whole, the total number of schools 
1 

{both Government and non-Government) and pupils in 1858-59 

were, 459 and 14,940 respectively. In 1870•71 the schoQls 

and pupils increased to 3 1 479 and 1,12,776 respectively. 

In a period of 12 years the increase w'as phenomenal. By 

1880•81; the position was much·better. ~he total number 

of schools were 12,878 and pupils numbered to 3 '27 .,aoa. 37 

Along \vi th the Government, the efforts of Missionari.es. 

also helped the spread of education in.Andhra. The 

Missionaries started schools, both for boys and girls 

· and published books in Telugu4! In 1877 three first grade 
' 

colleges were started in Madras Presidency among which 
. ' 

one was established at Rajahmundry.3~ Since the public 

philanthropy was slow in coming forward to undertake 

the establishment of schools, the Government was exhorted 

to open mo.re schools, and impart. new education to the 

children. 39 However, the spre~d of education was confined 

to the upper and middle classes in society. 

Economic life; 

A·s~mentioned earlier the East India Company, by the 

beginning of the 19th century, became a political power in 
' 

s. Santhianatham, op. cit., A.ppendix, Statistical Table I. 
F.R .. Hemmingway, op.cit., p.155. To begin with; a Zilla 
School was.started in 1853 and was made a college in 
1873 when F.A. class was ope~ed. 
See for example the news. item published by Sa.nmargadarsan1 
requesting the op~ning of new schools with modernised 
syllabus and effective supervision. M.22rt on Natiye 
News Papers, September, 1887. 



Andhra. The traditional Zamindars (in the Circar dis

tricts) and poliga.rs (in the Ceded districts) continued 

and. they were collecting . taxes from the people and paying 

to the Company. The Andhra. Zamindars, mostly, were from 

the upper castes such as Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Velam~s or 

Kammas. fhe wealth and social status conferred ~y caste 

combined to establish. their ascendancy over the society. 

Agriculture being the mainstay of people, the life of 

peasants, sandwi,ched between the Company and the Zamin-

dars, was miserable. The life of artisans was not much 

better, All varieties of clothes were taxed in addition 

to the taxes on salt, grairi, cloth, inland trade, betel• 

arrack etc. With the ruin of the native textile industry 

due to the import of foreign made mill cloth and with no 

.Protection extended to the native· products, the majority 

of weavers in Andhra vtere gradually forced to work as 

ag:t;icultural laboure:rs. Thus the pressure on agricul

ture was increased. 

Agriculture was in a bad shape with 1 ts heavy depen

dence upon favourable monsoon, infertile soilt out-dated 

implements and with no help or encouragement in the shape 

of' loans to the peasants either from the Government or the 

Zamindars. The agricultural classes suffered heavily due 

to rack-renting and over-~ssessment in regard to the 

revenue they had to pay to the Govertunent irrespective of 

the type ·of settlement that was in operation. Adequate 

attention was not paid either to the extension or maintenancE 
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of sources of irrigation like tanks and wells. The 

condition of irrigation works was far. from satisfactory. 40 

Further., the lack of fixed land tenures and the intrigues 

of the revenue servants added to the misery of the peasants 

and made agricultural progress imposs'ible .• 

The introduction of the Permanent Settlement, with 

its magic touch of land ownership and a permanent assess

ment, was envisaged to stimulate industry, promote agri

culture and augment the general wealth and prosperity. 41 

T,he sponsors of the Settlement did not care who the land 

owner ·was • so long as it was cu.l tivated and land revenue 

regularly paid. Since the respective rights of the r,yot 

and the Zamindar were not· made clear,· the settlement 

resulted in confusion and mischief. The Settlement 

enabled the Zamindars to enjoy enormous incomes, and the 

affluence led them to live on an unprecedented scale. 

Unfortunately the rights of the peasants were nowhere 

defined, and thus the cultivators were exposed to unmiti-
. ' 

gated oppression. They were content with mere collection 

of rent and never showed interest in 'either the improve

ment of land or agricultural production. Touring through 

the Northern Circars in 1823, as Governor of Madras, 

i ttee :for T 
Calcutta, 1918), 
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Sir Thomas I~unro was struck -oy the agrarian discqntent 

and poverty of the people and recorded his suggestions 

and definitive views in his famous mi.nute dat'ed Dec. 31, 

18~4 ,in'which he pleaded for the protection of ryots in 

' . 
the Circars. He said that. the Permanent Settlement deprived 

f .". 

the occupant ryot.s of their proprietary· rights and bestowed 

them on Zamindars and other imaginary landlords. In 

the Northern Circars, misrule and maladministration, anarchy 

and tyranny became the watchwords _of revenue administra

tion. Thus the Permanent.Settlement proved a failure• 

Revenues decreased, population diminished and,people 

·were reduced to poverty and destitution. 

With the introduction of the Ryotwari system in 

the Ceded districts,_ the condition· of peasants became 

\'lorse. 'Under the Ryotwari system, the benefit of. every · 

r~ot being a peasant proprietor at a fixed assessment 

proved illusory. Land rent.was as high as Rs.25/- to 
. ' 

Rs.50/- per acre.42 The ryots, unable to pay taxes, 

became victims in the hands of village sahUkars (money 

lenders) and finally leaving the land, left their places. 

~' 

'.In~e condition o'f peasants was described thus: "There are 

villages in which the owners of the land have become so 

utterly impoverished• that their whole land is mort-

gaged, ••• 

contracted 

42. 



them the means of living, and cultivalte that, less 

tor profit, than because they must do so or starve, no 

other means being open to them to gain to livelihood,. n43, 

A·noteworthy feature of this period was•t:P.e con

struction or' the Godavari and Krishna anieuts on the 

initiative of .Sir Arthur Cotton. 44 .Besides developing 

cultivation, the British used them as channels of 

transp.ort of cash crops like cotton, tobacco from the 

interior parts to the main centres.45 However, they 
" 

immensely helped the growth of agriculture in the Goda-

vari and Krishna districts which from then on came to 

be called the granary of Andhra. In particular the 

overall growth of the Godavari district was. phenomenal •. 

From a revenu£1 point of view, ·1 t has leaped .from the 

13th pl.ace among the· 22 districts ~f the Madr?ls Presi

dency to the second place46 and became "The most 

43·:·--J .• D. Boud"I1on;- North Arcot DW~l£t G.Ei:z~:!!l!~~(Madras, 
1854), p, 147. The present Chittor district of the 
Ceded.districts was then a part of North Arcot district. 

44. See F.R. Henuningway. Q.ggan~~. op. cit., pp.79-85. 
- "The Godavari· anicut was the first o:f any real magni
tude to be built by Europeans in this Presidency." The 
Cauvery anicut was an elaboration ·or native enterpris·e. 
The sanction for the Godavari Anicut was received in 
1847 and was completed. by 31st March, 1652. The work 
on the Krishna anicut was commenced in 1792 and was 
completed by 1853.. . 

45~ A .. V. Ramana Rao, op. cit., P• 80. 
46. Sir Arthur Cotton ,Lecture .· I ri a tion orks in In ia 

(Autumn Session, 1874 , Vijayav.rada, 1968 ,p, 4. The· revenw 
in 1843-44 from all sources was:Rs.17,25,841 and by -~~1898 
the land revenue alone was Bs. 60,19 ,224., an increase of 
nearly 250 percent. · 



t 
thriving in India from having been one of the poorest.n47 

When the work of the anicut oonmienced there were 561 ,041 

inhabitants in the Godavari dist.rict and according to 
\ 

the census of. 1891, the population in.creased to 1,517 • 741 

1 ~oo· e t 4S or near y J p rcen • Dr. Roseburg (the Company's 

botanist who conducted an experimental farm for several 

years) said that Rajahmundry · (the birth place of Veeresa

lingam in the Godavari district) had some of the finest 

lands in India which could .Yield rich crops of sugar. 

cotton, tobacco and mulberries besides having extensive 

tracts of paddy cultivation. 49 Commenting upon the 

changes in Godavari district since the construction of 

the anicut, s. Na.thamuni Mudaliar, a retired Tahasildar 

from the district, stated thus: "The wealthier classes 

were much benefitted and the condition of ryots was so 

much improved by the general high prices that instead 

of being in the hands of sowcars, they were sowcars 

themselves~ • .., The vast increase in agriculture by 

irrigation has very materially improved the condition 

of ryots •• .,. Roads have multiplied •••• The number of 

village schools has so considerably increased that there 

are now fou.r Deputy Inspectors (Sub-Assistants) ,and one 

Assistant Inspector for the whole district in the place of 

47. Ibid •. , p,40 
48. Ibid., P• 3, 
49. M.P.R. Redd. y' s un. published m?nogr~:ph;;..,. Agrarian System 

of Andhra Under iihe East .;tndl.f\ Compa.ny (1760·1820 • 
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one Deputy Inspector •••• · This is besides an Inspecting 

Schoolmaster for each taluk. The Sub-A,ssistant .Inspec

tors are stationed, ·one at Narasapur, another at Ellore, 

a t~ird at Rajahmund;ry and a fourth a.t Co canada •••• 

The present project nf Lord Connema.ra of connecting this 

part of the countrt with Madras by means of rail roads 

will still more develop the resources of the country."50 

~he construction of railways in this part of the country~ 

was commenced in 1890 and was over by Augu.st 1893 and 

then ca.lled the East Coast railway. 51 The railways con

tributed to the further grow:th of trade and commerce and 

also made journeys easy and cheap for people. They also 

led to the .flow of ideas from and a direct access to the 

Presidency metropolis (Madras Oi ty), 

There were no industries worth mentioning in Andhra 

except the handloom industry. The spindle and ihe wheel 

were the two additional means of livelihood to the poor 

people. Thread making was an important cottage industry 

and nearly as many as 200 varieties of cloth were produced • 
. 

However, the colonial interests of importing cloth from 

England ruined the native handloom industry and .·.~-~ 

50. s. Srini vasa Raghavaiyangar, ~emorandum..Sl! the J!r.Q.grJ!ss 
Qf the M@:..qras Presidency ur the last :r t a s f 
J3ti·tish Adminj,stratism, Appendix, section V ~1:adras 11 1893) 
PP• CCXI-CCXIV, · 

51. C~ Lakshminarasimham, ~weeyacha;itram;u (Bezwada, 1944), 
P• 106.~ c.Lakshminarasimham was a student and later a 
follower and co-worker o_f Vee:t·esalingam in his reform 
acti vi·ties. He wrote autobiography in Telugu. Refe
:t:ences :from it are translated and glven in the thesis, 



spinning as a separate pro~ession was rapidly disappear

ing. 52 So millions of them became jobless and began to 

flock to a.gricul tu.re or migrate to towns that were coming 

up or leave fo.r other. cou.n tries like British Burma in 

search of .:11 velihood. 

The growth of towns in Andhra was started by the mid

dle of the 19th century and many well established towns 

came into eXistence by the close o:f' the century. Availa

bility of commerce• labour, means o:f' communication like 

the Godavari and the Krishna canal system, the railways 

and modern edu.ca tion contributed to the growth · o£ towns 
• which became the breeding centres of new ideas. Along 

I j 

with the growth of towns the middle classes came into 

existen~e. They fought for liberal and democratic values 

and respecte~ individual but .not religious author! ty~ 

They stood for intellectual freedom and social mobil! ty .• 53 

Thus tne·break-up of the old political and economic 

order had a deep impact on society. The new .revenue set-
• 

tlements, created private property in land introducing in-

dividual O'Vm"ership of land and thereby transforming society 
. ' 

from a baais of status to one of contract. This and other 

new commercial and economic :forces which entered the village 

undermined the agrarian eponomy of the Indian village of 
I • 

the pre-:Brltish period. This change ln the" land relations 

52• s.Srinivasa·Raghavaiyangar;o'P._cit7"; P• 93. 
53. B.B. Misra, ~he Indian Mi.ddle Cla.s§eS {OUP, 1961), P•7'• 



was the most important event in the process of the transforma

tion from the pre-capitalist feudal economy of India into the 
! • ; " 

.capitalist economy. Karl Marx spoke of. the destructive as well 

as regen era ti ve roles of the Bri ti 5)1 rule in India.. The d.e struc-
I 

ti on of the old village e cono:my • though 1 t in.Yol ved much suffer in~ 

and misel,'y, historically considered, was a progressive event. It 

was a right step in the direction of ~i ting the Indian people 

economically into one unit. It put an end to the isolation of 

the village commun.i ties who were living in an age-long atmosphere 

of social passivity and intellectual inertia. Further, the urban 

handicrafts of pre-British India decayed under the pressure of 

the cheap products of foreign countries. 

This process ·Of converting India into an industrial market 

for ·~L:i. foreign goods brought untold suffering to the village 

artisans. But it paved the way for the transformation of India 

into a single.economic unit. Due to these measures there deve

loped symp"tom.s of a structural imbalance in the Indian society 

as a whole during the 19th century. These events along with 

the spread of education, growth of. towns and the rise of ·new:.·· 

professional (middle) classes led to the much desired social 

mobility and social change. Karl Marx .• \ihlle commenting upon 

the crumbling of the village economy anticipated the ushering 

in of ffThe only social revolution ever heard of in Asian.54 
Th'Lts, when once the village economy, the solid foundation of 

II . II 

·; \·, oriental despotism, was violently disturbed and slowly melt-
'ing away, the social changes were bound to take place. The break

up of the old economic structure ~nd the emergence of the capita

list system, however, did ~ot i'ully take place and hence the much 
S&ntigipated social change haf to ~ ancincpniprete achiexement._ 
54. Quoted in R.P.DUtt's l~d_a To~al Calcutta, 1970), p. 90. 
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CHAPTER II 

.. :t.NFLUEJITCES ON VEERESALINGAM . 

. The dawn o:f' the 19th century over Andh:radesa saw the 

Telugu society a closed one based on the steel fram.ework 

of caste and other divisions. The traditional Pial school 

system'was the rule of the day. English education did not 
i ' 

make much of a headway into the society. Andhradesa being 

·the agricultural hinter land of the city of I~adras,. new 

professions were very slow in their· coming• So; there was 

no possibility of the rise of an urban middle class which 

alone could take the Telugu society out of its rut before 

1850. It was only after the advent of Kandukuri Veeresa-, 

linga.m (1548-1919) that the real start-was made to set 
' 

things right. It is not as though the urge for reform 

was totally absent before in the minds of the new elite 

who came under the influence of western thought and 

philosophy and who perhaps were aware of the reform 

movements in Bengal during the first half of the 19th cen

tury. One or two instances of genuine urge for reform 

and recognition o+ the sorry state of things may be cited. 
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- - . 1 . 
Bnugula Veeraswamaiah · ( 1780·1836) and his yoWig protege 

•. 

and relati()n Vennelacunty J3oobrow {Su,bba Rao) (1784-1839), 2 
,· . i 

Brahmins and bothdubashis in the Sadar Supreme Court at 
' . 

Madras have left in their autobiographical writings traces 

of this recognition o.f social evils. 

~he most important contribution ·in this direction was 

--------------~-~~·--,-~·--~--~-------------~-----------------------1. Enugula Veerasw~aiah's-'Kasiyatra Charitra1 , was 
first published· in 1838. The latest edition was 
published in 1941 by D.V. Siva Rao with notes and 
comments; T.he author ·undertook a pilgrimage· from 
Madras to· Kasi (Ban.ares) via ceded districts 1 
( Cuddapah·t. ·KU:t'nool and Anan tpur), Hyderabad and 
while returning travelled. through the Circar 
districts (Ga:ajam. Visakhapatnam, Godavari, Krishna, 
Nellore) ;. In this book the author described 'in 
detail the social conditions of Andhra prevailing 
during that period with his comments against the 
social evils. In helping to know the social· 
conditions of· the period under review, it is a 
source book comparable to Bishop Heber's Journal~ 
As· one of the founders of the Hindu Literary 
Society in Madras, he contributed to its activities 
like the spread of English ed uoa ti on an d. creating 
political eonsciousness among people by arranging 
public~lectures. 'The society's efforts t»lfore '!ruit 
in 1839 when Elphinstone the Governor of Madras 
established. the University Board. In 1841 A·pr il, 
the Madras University English High School was esta
blished. As t}le book was written in Telugu, the 
references and quotations given here are translated 
into English. 

2. oobrow (auto-
b.iographical account , f.!adras, 187; • As a meml>er 
of the School Book Society at Madras, he brought to 

·the notice of the Government "the very deficient 
mode of ~education among the natives" and pleaded 
for its replacement by a well organised system 
of education with English as a part of 1 t. 
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made by Swamyrieena Muthoonarasimmah Naidoo of Rajalunundry., 

a district munsiff; who .in his book 'The Hitha Soochanee•' 

succeeded in d~aif!ing the notice of his contemporaries to 

the social inequities connected with. marriage and female 

education,. The book, according to the au thor, was meant 

for v1omen. "as women need certain type of. knowledge concern

ing their problems" since womens' education was slowly 

spreading. 4 He ple~ded •' in the book; for introduction 

o.f scientific educ'ation and for the translation of scienti

fic works from English into Vernaculars. He went on to 

condemn the popular superstitions like the existence of 

evil spirits and methods adopted by witch-doctors. He 

exhorted the people not to vJOrship village deities in order 

to escape from the contagious and dreadful diseases like 

cholera but to observe clealiness and appealed to them to 

take proper medical care for their cure. vlith regard to 

his ideas on marriage, he was i'ar ahead~ of his times and 

contemporaries. He stressed mutual love and affection -

be-tween the bride and groom - and severely criticised· the 

wasteful expenditure incurred in the name of ua~riage 

-··~-··-·-·--------------------------------------·--,~~-----·------------:;. Swamyneena Muth.oonarasimmah Na.idoo, Iji ta S)ochanee 
(Moral In.structor in prose), (rJiadras, 1862 • The 
author was one of'the earliest English educated 
persons in Andhra. As he died in 1856 ·the book 
should have been written around 1850. The book 
was \a"i tten in Telugu. Extracts fro.m this book 
given in this iiJe ~is are tran slated from the 
original into.English. 

4. Ibid, Preface. 
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ceremonies. He mentioned and proved wi;th the he~p of 

alokas (read during marriage ceremonies) that mar:riages 

. were, in the past, performed only afte:r; girls attained 

proper age a_nd maturity of mind. 5 Thus he condemned the 

system of· cl1ild marriages and suggested the marriageable 

age of 12 for gi:r.ls6 and 16 for boys 7 _. Furthmnore he 

attributed the' practice of Kanyasullta (purchase of child 

brides) to the system o:f early marriages which resulted 

in widowhood and injurious practices like debauchery and 

other cruel and immoral practices like infanticide etc. 8 

This book which reflected the trend of ideas of intellec

tuals in Andhra during the middle of the 19th century per• 

haps had a deep impact on the moulding· of the mind of 

Veeresalingam,. Vle :find this book in his personal· collection 

of books. Another book, we come across, in his personal 

library9 is called 'Stree Kalakallolini' publish.ed from 

5. Ibid., P~ 166. 
6. Ibid~- p~ 176. 
7. Ibid., p~ 195, 
8~ Ibid., p. 216. 
9. Veeresalingam 1 s personal library constitutes· a ma.jor part 

of the present Rajahmundry to\-.n hall library. His_ col
lection consists of both English and Telug u books among 
which mention may be made of encyclopaedias, literary 
histories, histories of different nations and books on 
social histories. Standard books on Brahmo Samaj are 
also found in good number, We find, in tb. ese books, the 
pencil markings and marginal writings of veeresalingam. 
~lliat remains of his personal library to-day is only a part 
of his huge library, which unfortunately wa,s damaged by 
the Godavari floods in 1952, Consequently his correspon
dence (with .Mahadev Govind Ranade, Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar~ 
Pandi t Siv. anatha Sastry and others) vJas l.ost to the I 
posterity. 
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10 
Bangalore if!- 1875. It had three. chapters of which the 

second was exclusively devoted to the ca.use of women's 

educa~ion~ Veeresalingam wrot.l!:) in his journal Viveka

vardhani that he received the book and found it written in 

an easy style useful to women. 11 It appears that this 

book too had a great influence l~ter on. the writings of 

Veeresalingam on social problems. Veeresalingam was, there

f'ore, not an isolated phenomenon but was the product of 

the growing self-awareness of the rising middle olass.M 

Veeresalingam belonged to niyogi sect among, Brahmins~ 

Niyogis were secular and worldly in their outlook and have 

come to OC<?UPY t.."1e key posts in administration from the days 

of the rJiuslim conquest of Andhra. They realised the impor- 1 

tance of EngliSh education as a means to secure positions 

of influence in the Govemment and took to it ea.rly in 

Andhra. 18 Veeresalingam' s ancestors were employed as 

Dewans and n·eshpondees - the revenue officials - under the 

MuSlim -r.ule.· Some of them were even ·(.!:"::t estate-holders.1'3 

weeresalingam's grandfather was a Dewan under the local 
' 

estate-holders o.f the Godavari\district and wa.s, known for 

his philanthropy and liberal patronage of poets and 

10. J.iyyar Suri, p;l!:;:ee Kai-!.~1..:1:2..~~~1~ (Telugu)., (Bangalore,. 
1875). . . 

11. Vi vekavardhani, Mat 1875. A bilingual journal edited 
and published by Veer-e-salingam from Rajahmundry. 

12. The two names mentioned in footnotes Nos. 1 and 2 were 
Niyogi Brahmins who secured jobs in the Government 
service rather early in the 19th century. 

13. K. Veerasalingam, sweeyacha.ritramu, op. cit., Part I, 
P• 2. 



14 scholars;. · His grandfather, during the last stages of 

his life, went \vithout a job and spent much of the 'money 

he had saved on the marriage of his eldest son, and by 

the time of his death, the family had just enough to 

maintain itself. At times they were forced to dispose 

of a few items of mobile ana immobile property for the 

maintenance of the family. 15 

His father and uncle were according to Veeresalingam, 

well versed in Telugu and r~d a working knowledge of 

English too •. Hi.s father was employed for some time in the 

office of the Godavari District Collecto~ and then joined 

the service of the Rajah of Pithapur. Eventhough his 

ancestors were fanatical saivaites {lingayats), his great 

grand father married in a Vaishnavaite ~ect (among the 

Smartha Niyogis) and. gave up the lingaya t caste .symbol. 

This reformist trend, though appears to be insignificant., 

was claimed by Veeresalingam as having its influence on 

him from his boyhood. 16 

Veeresalingam was sent to a pial sdl ool where learning 

was done by rote. He learnt elementary arithmetic and read 

conventional 1elugu books like Sa takas 17 on morals and. 

acquired. a preliminary knowledge in Sanskrit. 18 As there 

~~~~--·---------------------------------------------------14. Ibid., P' 3. 
1-5. Ibid.; p.10~ 
16. Ibid.,. P• 7. 
17. sataka is the compoSi. tion of one hundred verses {some time 

a little more or less) mainly instructing people on morals 
and good behaviour.· In Telugu there are many Satakas amon 
which Vemana Sataka, Sumati Sataka are prominent. 

18. K. Veeresalingam, op. cit .. , pp. 16-17. 



were no examination-oriented schools, he was a.eked to 

learn work in the local Government Revenue Office to 

qualify for a job. During this period he was introdtte ed 

to fundamentals of English by his uncle. After 18$8 1h e 

certificate awarding schools were started and Veeresalingam 

was sent to the Govemmen t District School at Ra.Jahmundx.y 

(in 1860) where he studied for the college entrance course 

and successfully finished· it in 1870, qua1.ifying himself 

for an admission into the first year of the college course. 

'As the .first year college course was abolished in Rajahmundry . 
in 1870, he could .not pursue his studies further ani 3o1nea 

as a teacher in Ra.jahmundry Government Dis trJ. ct School 

as an assistant teacher in 1871. 19 

While he was a student at the Government School, 

besides acquiring a good knowledge of Telugtt literature, 

he studied .Engli'sh and history, geography and science. He 
I 

showed more brilliance in mathematics, hia:tor:r and carto-

graphy for which he was spe cia.lly awarded prizes and books. 20 

One does not know for certain what books he read in English. 

However, the course content of the m1dale schools of that· 

period (up to the 8th standard) included Bradshaw's English 

Reader • v, Mantlal's English Grammar, Lethbridge's History 

of India, Collier's History of England, Geography Manual 

and Mathematics comprising Arithmetic, Algebra and Geometry., 21 

19. ru.g_ •• p.~6. 
20. mg., p.45. 
2.1. o. Lakshmina.rasimham, op. oit., P• 35. 

~ - . 



It .may perhaps be concluded tha. t the <lOl~ege entrance course 

(high¢r than the middle school course) done by veeresa

linga.m should have contained a4vanced courses on Indian 

and European histories and probably some classics o:f the 

English literature and elements of western Politi c:al 

Philosophy. 

Being a Brahmin by birth, veeresa.lingam was prone to 

.favour ~L::· orthodoxy both in life e.nd ,letters during the 

early part of his li!'e. His fai tb 1n the validity ot the 

Vedic and other Mantras was absolute. He was much under . 
the influence ·Of Brahma.nioal priests. After a ceremonious 

bath in the river Godavari, he used to v1·s1 t 1he nearby 

Shiva temple and applied sacred .ashes (vibhuti) all over 

the body.. On special festival days of religious signifi

cance like Sh1varathri (the birth day of Lo:t•d Shiva) • he 

wa.s tasting the whole day.22 In his wr.t.tings too he die:.. 
' played a bias for orthodoxy in-style as well as content. 

Veeresalinga.m wrote two Satakas in Telugu during his early 

11 terary career which reflected clearly his orthodoxy. He 

addressed them to the presiding deities of two temples in 

his home town. (Rajahmundry). However, credit should be 

given to Veeresa.lingam, who, though a eaivite by birth, sang 

the praises of Vishnu (in the days of' strong rivalry between 

the two denominations of Saivi tes and Vaishna.vi tee) in one 

of his sa.takas for·whlch he claimed credit for his liberality 

of ~outlook. 2~ · ~is attitude with regard to life and letters 
22i g.;· Veeresalingam, op. oi t., pp.19•20. · 
2'• Ibid. t P•57. 



underwent a radical change and he deviated from his confor

mism. To grasp this change in his outlook. one should en

deavour to understand the society o£ Veeresalingam 's time 

and how it influenced his mind • As c. R. Reddy commented, 

"Veeresalingam reflected the new age because he was one 

of its potent makers. If he was its creator, it was partly 

because he _was its creature,, •• n 24 

The social conditions in Andhradesa prior to the 

emergence of Veeresalingam were, as we have seen, far from 

satisfactor:y, The society was fragmented into fourfold caste 

system and sub-c.astes with a large population segregated 

as Panchamas having their oWn. sub-sects. 25 The upper caste 

people were justifying their superiority (based on birth 

not merit) by the doctrine of Karma. The free social 

mingling of these groups was unthinkable. The practice 

of untouchability reached its absurd length when a touch 

or even a glance of a so-called lower caste man was 

supposed to pollute food and when such food became 'un• 

touchable' for the members of higher castes. The higher 

castes appropriated to themselves social privileges, The 

tendency of imitating the higher castes in their habits 

and manners- by the 'lower castes • was witnessed during this 

time. 

24. 

25. 

C.R. ·Reddy., 'Veeresalingam', Swatan tra. (Madras), Apri117 • 
1948. (An English Weekly)~ 
.!}uruzada Sguvenir (Hyderaba.d, 1962), p.1o. 

'. 
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ted 
'. 

· ·T.he lac~ of scie~ti fi~ and rati onalf thinking resU.i'

in a nwnber of superstitious and _cu:z;-~ous notions 
~ 

about omens• dreams, evil spirits etc. 'Almost each house 

had a ghost and .every~.vill.age l?P.:d gh:o,st .~ doctors. 26 ... 

Education for women was almost forbidden. Though 
. ~- ~ 

the sys'tem of d ome"sti c ins true ti on of girls was prevalent 

among the higher castes, ·tne' spread of womens• education 

was extremely limited .• 27 Women were doomed to be life

long dependents upon others a,s they had no property rights .• 

*Kalapani-' (to cross seas) was a taboo and to under

take it was to risk a social boycott. Corruption among 

the government officials (including the ;judicial officers) 

was common and bribes were offered to and accepted by the 

public servants .. 28 

,i 
The contemporary society of Veeresallngam was l:a.ck-

ward, cruel and perverse. Its atmospher~ was oppressive 
. ;: 

and all free thought was. throttled.. It was a society 

based on double standards -- with one set of morals for· 

men and another for women, one for the privileged and· anothex 

:for the rest of the people. In this social backg.round, 

Veeresalingam was born and brought up and against 1:his 
.t1 ~- • 

he._had to wage a relentless battle. 

26~M K. veeresalingam, op.; cit.' P• 58. 
27. In 1881 out of 3,27·,808 pupils a~tending schools in the 

Madras·presidency, only 32,341 were girls. See s.sathia
nathan., op. cit., p.223 and Stat.istical Table-II in 
appendix~ 

28. K. Veeresalingam, op' •. cit,, p~, sq-81. 



In trying to establish the influences on Veeresalin

gam, who was in his earl! er l.ife il;lclined towards orthod ox.y, 

one should· take in to accou.n t the time sp1ri t and the ideals 

o.f social justice which· made him devote· :his attention to 

the eradication of social evils as we do not come across . . 

a:ny personal· or emotional factors con tri ?uting to this 

change in him. As far as the influences, of the Brahmo move

ment of Bengal and the Prarthana Samaj of Western India on 

Veeresalingajn V!ere concerned, t'Wo mutually opposite views 

were expressea. 29 However, the· real answer to this problem 

may not, perhaps, be found in this type of generalisations. 

It was true that Veeresalingam•s discriminating and rational 

mind was d.oubting and questioning the superstions and age 

old retrograde customs in society, He stated that he was 

not prepared to be led blindly by any established fa.1 th 

or hearsay and desired to go into the truth of the matter. 

If he· got himself convinced of a thing he would pursue 

it sincerely.30 He mentioned in hiS aUto.biography that 

against the popular belief or superstition, h~ did no,t cut 

down the banana tree in his backyard when it flowered at .. j.ts 

------------------------------------------------------------29. See the introduction to A. Ramapathi Rao, ed., 
Kandukur Veere alin am Diaries and Letters (Vijayawada, 
1970 in which it is stated that he was influenced by 
the Brahmo reformers of Bengal. An opinion contrary 
to this was expressed by Dr. M. venkatarangaiah in an 
article written in 'the souveneir 'Yugapurushudu yeere-
salinggm' (Hyderabad• n.d.) --

30. K. Veeresalingam, op. cit., p .• 58. 



stem and instead he allowed it to bear fruit and ate it 
' 

against the warnings that it would bring misfortune. 31 

He took up the headmastership at Korangl (a .Place near· 

Rajahmundry) on a New Moon day much. against his mother's 

wishes who bewailed it as wan ton courting ·Of di easter. 32 
- ' 

Again in the case of a witch-doctor, who was called in to 

cure his mother from faintings and fits, which she attri

bu.ted to evil spirits possessing her, y-eeresaJ.ingam refused 

to be impoverisb.ed by his demands for more money.· The 

witch-doctor threatened to kill him by his black arts at 

which Veeresalingam was not frightened. Instead, the wi thla.. 

doctor fell seriously ill .from self-induced fright and had 

to be rescued by veeresalingam from near death.33 At this 

stage in his life when he seriously ·began to doubt the 

accepted beliefs and customs, we learn from his autobiog:aphy 

that he came across a volume of the -collected speeches of , 

Keshubchandra Sen~. "After reading those speeches my faith 

in certain established truths was shaken. n34 

31. Ibid., p~69. 
3 2. Ibid. , P• 70• 
:;;. Ibid., PP• 71-73. 
34. Ibid., p.--60. veeresalingam mentioned here that one 

A. Lakshminarasimham, a Brahmo, came as a teacher from 
Masulipatam (Bandar as it was called then) to the Dis• 
trict School in Rajahmundry. Under his influence Veeresa
lingam and his co-students formed into a society to dis•, 
cuss social issues once in a week. The meetings used 
to take place behind doors and they were pointedly 
called as 'meetingwallahs' by the public. 
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Apart from this, ~twas during -this time the .in-
f\, 

fluence of Christian Missionaries who started their 

evangelical and conversion activities in- the northern 

circars of Andhra. 35 Rajahmundry had, even in ih e first 

half of the 19th century, among its population, elements 

of enlightenment, An English lady wrote saying, "the other 

day we had a visit from a very intelligent native.... He 
;: 'I 

told us he had three daughters and a son, and 'that he was 

determined not to be influenced by the Hindu prej udice.s 

against female education, so he had taught his daughters 

to read and write ••• English ••• but he had met Wi1h a 

great deal of trouble and opposition from his relations' 

on account of. his innovation ... especially from his wife, 

who for a l()~g time allowed .no peace or q.uiet in the 

h n36 ou.se. • •• In this context one may point out the in~ 

fluence of western education and thought on· Veeresalingam. 

The new·e.ducation generated a critical spirit of the old 

established ;basis of society and tended. to create a new 

set of social values and made people look at life from a 

new angle. Though the spirit of reform did not affect 

equally all sections of the educated community, it did 

create among them a general recogni ti'on of the existing 

35. 

36. 

Rev. R.C .. P~ul, !f.isto:cy .2.~ the Telugu Christians 
(Madras, 1929), P•57. 
Julia Thomas, ~ tt er ~ from Madras During the Years_-
1836-39. (London, 18615,, p .• 112. Letter from Raja.h-
mundry,. dated November 19, 1838. - ·._ 
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social evils and a need for an analysis of the Indian 

socio-religious conditions. On the transformation of· 
i 

ideas among his fellowmen, Veeresalingam wrote: "It 

is. adm.itted by one and all that western lore has worked 

wonders among the natives of India. We are quite aware 

that English education has rendered natives more refined 
, 

in their manners, has dispelled the mis,t. of supersti-

tion :f'ro.m the minds of several of them. if not many. and 

has considerably developed their moral calibre whenever 

it is properly imparted. n37 

. The year 1874 could perhaps be considered as a land-

mark in the life of Veeresalingam as it n:azked a clear 

beginning in his public life when he entered the public 

controve.rsy with .the orthodox sections in Andhradesa over 

women's education and started a journal .of his own to 

'propagate his views. Thus one could observe the growth 

of intellectual convictions in him to the cause of eradi-

cation of social evils. However, Veeresalingam as an active 
~ 

and committed social refonner emerged oniy in the year 

1879 when he started the Social Reform Association in 

Rajahmundry and took up the cause of widow remarriages and 

other activities. The evolution of his ideas on life from 

that of orthodoxy to non .. co~formism had a corresponding 

shtft in his. a ttl tli,de to literature also (by the yeax 1874). 

Veeresalingam:, the· scholar was receding into the ba.ck

gr,ound and Veeresalingam the man with a_ mission, was emerg

ing into the forefront. He believed that the main purpose 
'37. Iivekavardhani, October, 1875. 
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of language was to communicate ideas. The simpler and 
' ' 

more lucid the language em·ployed, the more effective is 

the commun:ica tion of ideas. 3S Veeresa.lingam made his 

language simple so as to make his reform ideas reach 

·people. ,His literary work and refo ming work were com

plimentary to each other. His reformist zeal put fire 

into his wri tingil while the dextrous use ·of his pen gave 

a thrust to his erusade against social evils. .As O.R .. Reddy 

said "In literature he commen oed by wrl. ting Prabandhas* 

bristling with slesha**• chi trakav! ta*** and the entire 

gamut of ugly artificial! ties, and ended as the creator 
I ' 

of th.e Telugu novel, the Telugu social satire, the Telugu 

drama, especially of the social type, and of science and 

sci.entific biography and autobiography in Telugu. n39 

Finally, Veeresalingam be longed to the rising mid.dle 

class of Andhradesa' during the later half of the 19th 

century. The introduction .of Englis~ education, with a 

3a. K~ Veeresalingam t op. cit.~ part II t pp.173-75. 
*Prabandha was a popular poetical fo1lli during t."le late 

middle ages which continued upto the beginning of the 
19th century. 

** It is a form of poetry in which a verse gives two 
different menings. 

*** It is again. a fo:tm of poetry where more permutations 
and combinations in prosody are tried giving no 
importance to meaning. 

39. Dr. c.R. Reddy's article; op. cited~. 



view to prepare Indians to serve the administrativ~e in

terests of the colonial power, hastened the process of the1 

emergence of the middle classes in India. The new pro

fessions provided these classes with urban living and 

economic freedom. They were largely freed from the grip 

of feudal social values and began to think and formulate 

new ideas. Both the physical as well as social mobility 

of this new social class facilitated the development of 

new thinking according to the changing times and needs~ 

The changes of attitude arising from western ideas were 

more or less mainly confined to the western educated 

middle class. Perhaps, that is why, the reform movements 

of the 19th century' refJ.ected,by and large,, the interests 

of the middle classes. The economic interests of the 

Indian middle classes were linked up with those of colonial 

intere.sts and vice-versa. It rr.ay also be true that in its 

own economic interests Britain attempted to modernise the 

Indian ~aciety. Veeresalingam, a representative of this 

social class which was in the vanguard o~ the reform 
' . 

movements {or Indian awakening) , ope:ra ted in 1h. iS broad , 

frame-t<~ork and also in the context of his contemporary 

society and .its awarene_ss. "No metamorphosis recorded 

on Ovid is half so wonderful as the metamorphosis of 

Veeresalingam, from an antiquated pedant into the greatest 

of moderns, the most virile o:f the living and moving forces . 
of the present day.n40 Some state that the man (that is 

40. Ibid. 
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to say., a genius) makes the times and some others say 

it is the times that would exppse the ~n; either 

'\tTay; man and times are interdependent. .!his was, 

strikingly true in the cas~ of Veeresalingam. 



CHAPTER III 

VEERESALlNGAM 1 S WORK 
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CHAPTER III 

VEERESALINGAM'S WORK 

Veeresalingam chose teaching as his care'er by the 

year 1874. Though he was qualified for high posts .in 

the Government, as he had passed several• revenue and 

judicial tests, he preferred the ·teaching profession. 

He liked to be independent in life, "One must have an·-in-
' ' 

I 

dependent walk of life without being obliged to serve 
~f. 

others", he wrote; "and he must choose the teacher•s 

profession, where there is little occasion for sinningn. 1 

A number of his illustrious contemporaries like Raghupati 

Venkataratnam Naidu, Chilakamarthi Lakshminarasimham; 

Desiraju Pedabapaiah also chose the same profession with 

' .similar views. 2 Teaching was regarded as an. honoured and 

intellectual profession and people with idealism and. zeal 

for social work took to it as it also afforded them con-

siderable l.eisurH4! By this time Veeresalingam•s literary 

taste also blossomed into a strong faculty. As he began 

to feel he had a mission in life, the scholarly bias of his 

writings was slowly being replaced with simple and lucid 

1. K, Veeresalingam ,- ~ei€!:..• u.t- 1 Part I 1 op. ci.t. , _ P• 78. 
2. see for example the statement of Raghupati Venkataratnam 

Na.idu: rtr elected to be a teacher more for the sacred 
responsibilities and. noble opportunities than for the 
ample emoluments of the profession.... They alone ought 
to be teachers who look upon their work as a 'vocation' 
with its service and not as a •profession• with its prizes". 
Cited in K. Suryanarayana, R, Jenkataratny (Rajahmundry, 
1~52), P• 5; c. ~akshminarasimham mentio~ed in his auto
b~ography, op. c~t., p.46:..,, that he was ~nfluenced by 
veeresalingam who was his teacher at Rajahmundry and 
became a teacher. f :"': ~ .:. ~.?- .. 

~-·"" .. .. 
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ways of prose writing. He questioned himse~f about the 

purp~se of the language.. He answered that the. ,main pur

pose was to communicate ideas and hence the more simple 

and more ~uci~ language one employed, the more effective 

would be the communication of ideas. 3 This was indeed a . 

turning paint not only in Veeresalingam' s life but in· the 

Telugu literature as well as the social reform movement ln 

Andhra. For the reason why Veeresalingam simplified his 

language was to make it a popular v·ehicle and a propagan

distic tool. Thus we see the emergence of Veeresalingam 

who wan ted a reform in life d ema.nd ing a refoxm in language 

too. His reform work_ and literary work were not two ~x

clusi vely different aspects of his achievement. i They were 

infact complem~ntary to each other. His crusade against 

social evils put fire into his writings, whereas the sim-
~ 

ple and yet pol'Terful expression of ideas secured for the 

reform movement a broad. base of ~upport among the literate 

people. He gave expression to the same in the form ·Of a 

verse in his monthly journal, Vivekavardhani; 

"l am a Brahmin, have learnt English and passed the 

entrance examination. I have liking for Telugu_and_I 

want to wom for the progress of the cou.ntry w1 tb. 

perseverance, I ha. ve some capacity for verse; can 

write on ethical topics which are of use to the 

; •. X. veeresalingam, Sweeya, •.t...!.t Part II_ op. cit., P• 173. 



society, in an easy style, so as to be intellegible 

to all, without making use of difficUlt gramma.rn,4 

Thus Veeresalingam started his career vti th a desire 

"to work for the progress of the countryn. It seems that he 

had clearly understood the signific~ce of the change that 

came in the ideas and ways of thinking of the people. The 

old social and religious ideas were being eroded fr.om within~ 

Veeresalingam saw the emergence of a new era of intellectuit 

and moral enlightenment in Andhra. In his lecture on • the 

duties of educated men' ('Vidyadhikula Dharmamulu') he stated 

that; dNow there is Wal!. between truth and untruth; between 

w.isdom and stupidity and be tween the light of kno~ttledge and 

the darkness of ignorance. The new thoughts sown by the 

maiden of physical science, sent among us by western scholars, 
a,\\ . 

have spread aJ,round the country in their new born energy a·nd 
1\ 

are about to shake the· foundations of old beliefs •••• the 

d.awn of new knowledge is dispersing the darkness of ancient 

faiths and of ignorance.... There is no doubt that the wise 

gradually enlist themselves on the side of truth. Again, 

there is far less doubt of the final result of the war •••• in 
~ 

the end, truth .shall assuredly triumph over untruth".' 

4. Ibid •, Part I~ P• 79. 
5. K. Veeresal.ingam, _collected wo s, Vol. VII {Lectures), 

(Rajahmundry, 1951 • The lecture cited above was deli
vered in 1893 under the auspices of the Prarthana Samaj, 
Rajahm;mdry. 
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Oone,idering the times in which he was placed, he 

had to play the roles of pioneer and propag-.:mdi st. As 

an youngma.n imbued with idealism, he chose the right path 

of li.fe namely teaching. The hope and future of the 

country lay in the hands of the younger generation and. 

Veeresalingam as teacher had ample time and opportunity to 

sow in their receptive minds the seeds of reformist ideas 

and liberal thought and prepa.re them for solid practical 

work in future. He had im.rnense faith in the capa.ci ties of 

youth and their cooperation in his ~ork, which proved to 

be correct judging from the great support he received from 

them during the performance of widow ma:rriages and other 

acti~ities later. 6 In the lecture referred above, Veeresa-

linga.m further stated -

nou.r opponents are showing as a weakness on our sid.e 

that the majority of our samaj - membel.~s and of those others 

that take part in our gatherings and talks -- are students. 

They take it as a drav1back and feel happy that our cause 

is not S't:r..:ong; on the other hand I take it as a point in 

our favour which augurs "¥Jell for the future,. Our country 

looks forward with great eagerness towards the students, who 

wi:Ll grot'l into eld e:rs to-morrow. The part that the elders 

are playing in the drama of life had come to a close. These 

6.R. Venkatasivudu, t.eere§_?,ilnJia garonmtiih! tTelugu), 
(Guntur, 19:51), p .• 133. Also seeK. Veeresalingam, 
~we~;c,a.. •,•LJ.. Part I, op. cit,., P• 158. 



young students are the players in the great thea tr~ of the 

world and will stage new plays with greater ca.paci,ty ~nd 

perfection to plee.se the audience. If these student.s 

learn their parts well ap.d play them, their successors 

will be enabl·e~ to follow their path and enhance the 

moral influence of the d ramat so as to worlc for the 
. 

benefit of the country with greater courage, zeal and 

ea.pa.ei ty and make their motherland a heaven on earth. Our 

country has to progress always w1 th the help of students"• 1 

Though this may sound as laying · unc1ue stress on the help of 

students (which he received in full measure}., 1 t showed 

that he wanted to create a strong base among students to 

support his movement in Rajahmundry where the anti-reform 
'· 

(orthodox) sections were strongly opposed to him. we are 

informed of this by his one-time students who later became 

converts to reform during the life-time of Veeresalingam. 8 

One of his students wrote, 0Ever since I joined in :Fourth 

form in the Government Coll~ge., Ra;jahmundry in 1878, 

.Kandukuri Veeresalingam was our teacher. He taught us 

not only Telugu but other general vJorks too. His teachings 

against social evils and s upersti tiona and pleas for social 

reform left an indelible impression on our tender minds. 

His main aim was to break the idols of the past. He wrote 

powerful social satires and made us enact them. There ·were 

7. K. Veer.esalingam., 'coll.; works, vo.l. 'VI_I, op. cit. • pp.19o-g· 
8~ Yugapurushudu Vee;esalingam, op. cit., P• 30. 
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l t e h A c·o ld e hi.' · n 9 a mos non w v u . oppos · s pen .• 

earned the reputation of being one of the great inspiring 

teachers tvho strove ha:x:·d to create an aw::;-.re11ess and social 

consciousness amo11g the youth o! his times. Many became 

his dedicated follower,s protessing faith in his teachings 

and extending wholehearted support to his activities un

mindful of conse<luences. 

As a literary figure Veeresalingam occupied the place 

of a giant in Telugu li terat~e duringthis period. It is 

not our purpose to enumerate his literary achievements 

here, which were., hot<~ever, many and all-sided. As a writer 

of social satire., essays concerning the social problems, 

books on science in simple style (the type of which were 

non-existant before) and other forms, he carved out a. secure 

place for himself in the hi story of Tel ugu li tara ture. lle 

made the pen his sword not only to propagate his idea.s 

but to condemn and cri.ticise the views of his opponents. 

He declared, 

"Those who desire to increase the sum-total of the 

happiness of the common people, should wri·te in clear 

Telugu prose, v-1orks on astronomy, physi.ology, hygiene • 

philosophy and religion, on mechanics, logic, ethics, 

political economy, geography and hi.story" •1 ';f 
9. v. · s"ucyanarayanarao, ~ij!!:na:ra~aneeyamu\an autobiography 

in Telugu) (Kovvur, 193 , p. · 65. 
10. Cited in J. Gurunathaml .~eresalin am the oun.der f · 

~lugu nublic life (Rajah.mundry, 1911 , p, 51.·' Original 
source not mentioned). 



As a journalist, Veeresalingam started Vi vekavardha.ni 

(a bi-lingual ;journal) in 1874 from Rajahmundry. It was, 

to start with, a monthly of four pages. Soon it was made 

a journal of seventeen pages and from July 1876 it became 

a fo~tnightly. 11 He conducted this journal single handedly 

for several years, eventhough the promised help never came 

from his friends and well-wishers, fighting again::;;t odds in 

those days of early Telugu journalism. The journal had a 

laudable motto, a verse taken from the Telugu Mahabharata, 

"Do to others as ·you would have them dot1~0 you" •12 . The 

journal had two general aims, viz., (1) The progress of 

the people and (2) the improvement of the Telugu language .• 
' 

Veeresalingam made 1 t an effective weapon reflecting public 

opinion. It served two purposes simultaneously.· Firstly· 1 t 

was the medium through which Veeresalingam pr:opSi:~d. his re

formist ideas, giving sui table replies to his critics. 

Secondly he made use of this organ to whip up and organise 

public opinion against the growing corruption and immorality 

in the administration, bribery, irresponsible and arrogant 

behaviour on the part of the bureaucracy and official high

handedness as well a.s prostitution and concubinage prevail

ing generally in society. 13 It soon became the guardian 

11. K.Veeresalingam, ~wee:ya. •• ,., Part I, op. cit., p. 78. 
Also see K.R. Seshagirirao, ed • .§t,ydies in the Histories 
of Telugu Journalism_lliw Delhi, 1968), P• 142. . 

12. K.Veeresalingam, ~eey:a., •• , Part I, op. cit.,,, p. 78. 
1 ;. J. Gu.runa tham, op. cit. , p. 43. · 



angel of the public and the terror of the venal officialdom 

~~and around Ra;jahmundry, and thus it became a centre of 

cultural renaissance with the flame of social regeneration 

kindled by Veeresalingam. 

With these views the young Veeresalingam (who was 26 

years old in 1874) set to work. To bring enlightenment to 

the masses and to lift the Telugu society out of the rut, he 

had to put in Heruclean effort which.needed certain mental 

capacities. At this juncture, in Andhra history (during 

the later half of the 19th century)f public life had not been 

very c~ean and efficient and unable to shed the feudal vestiges 

of the middle ages, There was also a lack of men of larger 

capacity and heal thi'er character who t-.rere genuinely interes

ted in the regeneration of public life in Andhra. There 

was no towering personality to b:ring ou·t; the necessary 
' . .. 

response .from the Andhras wi·th inspiring and progressive 

ideals. Veeresalingam had a will and individuality_which 

was unyielding to pressures and influences. He stated in 

his autobiography, "Wherever there appears to be wrong it 

is not my nature to suffer it in silence. I do not have 

peace of mind, until I find a remedy for the wrong" .• 14 , 

This gives us an idea of the keynote of his personality. 

He w~s highly intolerant of social wrong and hated it, 

He further stated, "I can bear any amount of pain when it 

affects me but when otl~ers are subjected to it for no· 

14. K.Veeresalingam, Sweeya.,:., Part l, op. cit., P. 49. 
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fault of theirs, I cannot put up w.ith it.n15 

,Another important.characteristic of Veeresalingam•s 

personality was his strong moral sense and love of justice. 

He declared, "I believed from the beginning·that morality was 

essential for religion, that an immoral man coUld not b.e a· 

real devotee of God and that in order to find favour in H~s 

eyes, we should be pure of heart and of good character.n16 

The most prominent trait in his character was his in• 

domi table courage and stead.fastness of purpose. "I am not 

disposed even as a boy to give up an undertaking or let 

slip my purpose, when once I enter upon it11 ,
17 he men

tioned in his autobiography. 

There are many instances in his life where he did not 

flinch even an inch from his duty. While performing his 

· duty, he was lenient neither to a friend nor a foe. To 

illustrate this point, the strike he organised against the 

headmaster may be mentioned •. Dissatisfied with the in

efficiency of his headmaster as an English teacher and 

also hurt by his harsh treatment ·of the boys, Veeresalingam, 

then a twelve year old boy, got up a memorial against him 

~or a transfer and organised an effectiye st&ikee The 
15. Ibid., P• 50~ . 
16. Ibid., p. 56. Also see K. Veeresalingam, ;9-QJ.l. works_, 

vol, VII, op. cit., p. 157, where he expressed tb,e same 
feelings in a lecture on 'Manushadharmamu•, delivet-ed 
in 1892 at Rajahmundry. . · 

17. K. Veeresalingam, ~weeya·~• Part I, op. cit., p.60 



headmaster was transferred and a more efficient man was 
18' posted. . 

Endowed with 1hese traits which supplied him with 

dynamism and dedication to work, Veeresalingam started his 

epic struggle against social evils. 

·Before he undertook the struggle, the first act he 

performed was the creation ·of a he~ thy public opinion 

opposed to the social evils. He endeavoured to bring a 

change in the m;inds of people broadly preparing them for 

reform. Through his efforts he roused public interest 

over many is sues like women's education, bribery, nepo

tism, prostitution, idolatry, theism and the like. To do 

this he utilised his capacities as a journalist (through 

his journal Vivekavardhani and many other contemporary 

journ~ls), writer, speaker and organiser. From his boy

hood he had regard for high ideals and had no ambition of 

acquiring wealth. He evinced keen interest in removing 

the immoral tendencies of his people. Even while he was 

a student he contributed poems and articles to the bilingual • 

journal, 'Godavari Educationist' edited by Barrow,- Head

master of the Zilla School at Rajahmundry. 19 During his 

18. For a detailed account of. the inCideii't;-see K. Veeresa- , 
lingam, Rweeya •• ,,, Part I, op. cit., pp.52-53. 

19. T.Venkatasubbarao, .ri Ka.ndukuri Veeresalin a Ka.vi Qh.a.ri:. 
tra.mu (Telugu) (Raja.bmundry,1894 , p.27. Also seeK, Vee
resa.lingam, sweeya.,'*' Part I, op. cit., p,63. 



sojourn at Dowaleswaram as headmaster of the Anglo:-Verna

cular school (in 1874), he started an association there w1 th 
' . .. 

a few like-minded individuals a.s members. To begin with, it 

discussed·in its-meetings issues relating to female educa

tion and·. the opening· :of a Girls•, school (which was. started _, 

in September' 1874). The above association later started 

discussing the religious and moral issues and also problems 

relating to the progress of. the country and society .. 20 As 

long as Veeresalingam was there the association had regular 

weekly meetings. 'Thus Veeresalingam was striving hard to 

spread the ideas of reform among the people around him. In 

this connection another instance of the kind mentioned above 

may be noted. During this time, the 'R~jahmundry; Provincial 

School Club• was formed (July 1875) with Basavaraju ( .•. 
" 

Gavarraju as its secretary. Its maih.aim was to· aFrange 
i 

lectures on ethical and social issues and also tQ ·make its 

members lead their lives accordingly setting an example for 

others. Gavarraju went to Dowaleswaram and invited 

Veeresalingam to be present on the opening day of the Club. 

He joined it as a member and spoke on the topic 'unity' on 

15th August 1875. Veeresalingam used to attend its weekly 

meetings regularly walking four miles from Dowaleswaram to 

Rajahmundry. 21 

.. 
While he was at Dowaleswaram Veeresalingam joined issue 

20. K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya. ,., ... , Part I- 1 op. cit-. 1 p, 84. 
21. Ibid,, p •. 89. Fo'r the full text of the 1ect11re on 

'unity' seeK. veeresalingam, coll. works, vol,VII 1 
pp. 443-53. . 



with Kokkonda Venkatara tnam Pan tu.lu who was editing the 

· Andhrabhasha sanji vani · (Published from Madras) by publish

ing articles in the Purusharthaprat~yirli (Published from· 

Machilipatnam). The controversy was over the subject of 
. ' 

women's education. Kokk:onda was then the leader of the 

orthodox section ple.ading against the reformist ideas like 

education for:women, tabooing the sea journey and opposing 

the widow marriages. "The Editor is against female educa

tion and suggests that sui table works be written for their 

benefit in pla~~ of those in use at present". 22 Veeresa

lingam was banking upon the good will of the publishers 

of the 'Purusharthaprathayini' for the publication of his 

articles. And finding it difficult to conduct an effect! ve 

propaganda to counter the arguments of the orthodox sec

tions, he decided to start a journal of his own• Viveka

vardhani, (in 1874). · 

· Furthermore, Veeresalingam focussed public opinion on 

many social evils by writing a number of satires exposing 

the degeneration of social life. The most well known ·of 

them were • Brahm a vi vaham u • and 'Vya vaharadha.rma. bo dhini ' 

which exposed the orthodox h.abi ts and superstitious pra:ctices 

in marriages and the malpractices of the people in the 

administration. They became so popular that the students 

~--~-~~~~--~~~----~--~--~~--~----~-------------. 22. Andhrabhasha Sanjivani, April, 1872. Report on ••• 
·op.cit., 1872. · 



of Veeresalinga.m staged them to the public in and around 
' . 

Rajahmundry. 2' · 

The crowning effort of Veeresalingam in building up a. 
/ 

public opinion for and creating a necessary climate to carry 

out his campaign for social reform was the establishment of 

the Rajahmundry Social Reform Association on 8 September 1878 

with half a dozen dependable members to carry on the pmp~

ganda work by arranging lectures and conducting weekly 

meetings. 24 

Veeresalingam was a practical man and a \.sorker. He 

did not content himself with being a mere preacher or drea.;.. 

mer. .ae had a philosophy of action and a programme of work. 

With regard to the practical work to be done in changing 

the public life in Andhra, he expressed his views in one 

of his lectures wherein he discussed the qualities and re-, ' . 
quirements of a practical worker, "Every person of right 

thought thf:nks of leading others to ri~ t conduct; but 

there are only very few who can rea.l.ly do so • • • • We see 

many people who always imagine that they could improve the 

world only when they reach a certain position or acquire 

wealth and pass away mise.rably doing noi:hing for the world. 

Wealth and position are not got easily without our yielding 

to many undesirable acts. He who relies on truth .,. • should 

23. Yugapurushudu •••. op. ei t., p.30. 

24. K. Veeresalingam,. iwq,~ya •••• , Part It op. cit., p.135. 
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be prepared to set aside considerations of father, 

mother, friends'and relatives •••• Unless a man betters 

himself first, he cannot better others. And to better 

himself he must leave the service of the old dame custom 

and worship truth ••••. al:J, other means for sustained 

action like courage, steadfastness and patience are got 

in a moment. These are thousand times more efficient wea-

pons than the old se._stras, Astras.... Even though 

your efforts may fail. in the beginning, do not get dis

piritted. Show to the world the usefulness of your 

attempts without giving them up, by publishing books, by 

delivering lectures any by showing it in your de~ds.•25 

This attitude of Veeresalingam helped him much in carrying 

on his work. Once he stated that, "It is confidence in 

my character that has made men rely on my word throughout 

my life. When once I gave my word I kept it at all costs. 

Even my bitterest opponents in social reform had confi

dence in my character and trusted my word fully.• 26 

With this ~ilosophy of life Veeresalingam commenced 

his social reform activities in Andhra. we can broadly 

classify his activities under the following headings: 

(1) the upliftment of women ( 2) Ideas of religious reform 

{3) Political ideas and (4) Purifier of public life. 

25. K. Veeresalingam, coll. works. Vol. VIII, op. cit., 
pp.47-51. 

26. Cited in J. Gurunatham, op. cit., p. 47. 



Women occupied a pivotal place in the activities 

of Indian social reformers in general. It is understanda

ble for the position that women occupied in the society 

during feudal times·was, by and large, that of a glori

fied slave. Amo.ng the weaker sections or the lower strata 

of society women might have. enjoy~d certain amount. of free

dom or liberty as both husband and wife were worldng as 

equal partners in the.ir daily chores. However~ the posi ... · 
~ 

tion of women with regard to their economic, e9,ucational 
' ~· 

and cultural status, was miserable.. \vomen, except in 

certain parts of India where matriarchal system worked, 

never £njoyed the property rights Which were essential for 

them to develop individuality and self-respect.. The 

condition of women duri·ng. this time was well described. by 

a contemporary •Hri ter .in the following words: "Deprived 
< 

o:f all education, confined within the four walls of the 

house, seeing little of the world and knowing little o£ 

it, immersed in,superstition and oppressed by custom, our 

women - to our shame be it said """ ax·e no better than slaves. nZ7 

The same author went on to expbin the place o:f woman a~ 

wife in a nan's life. He said that wife is a companion 

and life's part.."ler but unfortunately treated as a hindrance 

and burden by men •. He quoted Mahabharata wherein a wife 

is, described as, 

27~ R~ Venkata'Siiboo Rao, ed. Kamala's..Jtetter~ {Ma'd'ra.st 1902}, 
p. 191. 



I 
"A companion 

In solitude, a father in advice, 

A'mother in all seasons of distress, 

A rest in passing through lifets wilderness. n 28 

And he summed up saying that "Indeed we have no wives but 

women, no homes but housesn.29 

The lack o.:t education .for women was considered as 

one o.f the p.rimary reasons for their backwardness and the 

stunted growth of the.ir personality. Educational facili

ties, in general, were very much limited. There were in 

existence the native pial schools in every village, "but 

their numl)er has much d eel ined in the last 15 or 20 years 

and these .in'sti tutions are now being replaced by re.sul t

combined and local fund schools. n30 While praising the 

modern methods and principles of teaching the journal 

criticised the quality of teachers who were ineffici~t 

as they happened to be • by and large, untra.ined men and 

it pleaded for the establishment of three Normal Schools 

(Teacher training Schools) in the Telugu country. 31 

By 1853 along with other important towns like Ownbaconam, 

28. Ibid., P• 192. 
29. Ibid. 
30. sanmargadarsini, August, 1887, !i§port on Nativ-e: 

Newspapers, September, 1887. 
31. Ibid. 



Bellary, and Calicut, Rajahmundry too had a provincial 

· school. ' 2 The next step of the East India Company in 

spreading education was to start the Taluk: Schools in 

which the teaching .of English was not very important. 

This was _not liked by the natives and they developed 

apathy towards them, for they thought that English 

learning was essential for securing jobs. One of the 

Inspectors reported that throughout his division the 

desire forwhat the natives designate as an English 

Education "is intense and is daily becoming more so, and. 

that it exists not only in populous towns but in Villages 

also"• :53 So an eagerness to acquire education and that· 

too English education could be seen during this period. 

This fact could further be illustrated by quoting from 

an appeal bY a girl student for the opening of a School 

to teach English. A girl, signing herself Salad~ Gungwnma.h, 

says· that she has been studying at a Girls' School.in 

Kakinada and she has to leave the School as there ·is no 
. 

higher class than the sixth and hence she made a request 

for the opening of a high School to·teach both English 

and Telugu. 34 

32. S. Satb..ttiathan, History of Education in the Madras . 
:£!residencx, '\(Madras, 1894), p. 43. Provincial Schools 
were of high Schools' Status and has the entrance exa
mination equivalent to the Matriculation. Also see 
the Telggu Encvclopedia (Madras, 1961), Vol. v, p.1405. 
s. Sathianathan, op. cit., p.48. 
Sudhiranjani, May, 1874t in Report on Natiye News 
J?apers, June, 1874. 



When educational fac111t1os were· in general very much 

limited-; 1t is needless to say that Girls' education. wao 

mnch more res_triete.a,. Until 1868 the· Government did not 

take serious step• \'lith. re4ard to ·the improvement of Girls• 

et~ueatton. llow$1rer,, :lt i.e; not correct to aay. a.s some 

wr.i'ters suggested • 3S that there w~Bre no Girls Schools 
. ' 

before the year 1e·74 when a Girls' School. was started at 

Dowaleswaram. 3G fhe Missionaries had ~lr~ad:y started a 

few elementaJ:'Y Schools for Girls in VJ.zaga.patam, and 

Maaulipatam alon,s wl th many Boys' Schools in several im

portan-t towns of Andhra like Vi~ayanagaram, Ra.~abmundry, 

·C.hmtur t Ongole, Nellore. Bellary, Kurnool1• Cu.6dapa.h., 37 

In these Schools the teaching ot the Bible YJa.s compuls-ory. 

This wa.s resentea by Indians and the eame was e~prease4 

1n the contemporary na t1 vo news papers and books. Por 

tnato.nce, a contemporary joumal wrote thu.a: "!he m1ss.t.ona• 

ries at Masull'patam have ·'been doing good wom by opening 

and oonclucting several ochoola, and to 4erive the good ot 

being edtteated, our boys and girls must bribe them as it 

were with the reading of a Bible l.e$sonn3S However, .a 
35. · Z1 v;R::iiaria, ici~risiiini!ii C,New Del.hi ,""1goe5 ,···"p~ Jr.""' "' 1 

36. K.Veereaallngam, .SWO!l~•••• Pa:t>t I, op. • cit •• r·· 84~ 
The school t<~&Lill started by the local philanthrop sta 
who came under the infl u.enoe of Veereaa.Ungam who was 
a teacher there. · 

37. s. Sathianathan, op. oi t., P• 52. 
38. Purushartha.pr.athay1n1 1 June, 1876, in Be0Qt1 ga l!tixo li!Jt 

"E.;,t.BSX'Ef.t July, 1876. Also see /Ul§ly:'a:tma§h! af!nJa!,;m&lit 
April, 1873, t-thieh deplored the practice of tea.cl'ling Bible 
and other religious books ln Missionary Sehoole wn10h 
reoeive grant-1n•a1d from the government .• 



t:ew Girls' Schoole supported and well ma.1ntatne4 by the 

local patron.s were also to be to una 4u.d.ng. th1e perio4• A 

School .tor the education of litnd\1 girls wae operied in April 

1867 at VJ;sagapatarn by .Srima:thi Jana.kiamma widow· ot the well 

known Godar Surya Prakasa Rao. After the cl.eath of the 

founder, this School was maintained by her daughter Smt. 

Rutanammat wife: of Shri G.L. Harasinga Rao, the wea.ltb.J' 

proprietor ot -Anakapalle, She called in the aid ot the 

sisters ot the French convent of st. Joseph, who Superinter.uled 

the edu.oa.t1·on. 39 In 1968, 150 girls were taught 1a th1e 

school. Education includecl both English and Telugu. 1D a4• 

41 tion to needle•'WOrk 1 music a.na drawing. In 1868 the 

Mahara3ah of' V.ialana.garam es-tablished a School at Visiana• 

ga.ram for. Ra3put ana Brahmin girls at a.n aruuaal ooat ot 

about Ra.121000. though it 414 not receive e:o.7 government 

a.J.d,· yet 1 t was put uader Government inspection. 40 The 

Ra~ah or P1 thapur was not lAgging behind in his patronage 

of Girls edu.~ation. ·In 1868 he started a Girls SchOol at 

'9• t4adras Revenue Register 1 Vol. III, August 1869. Also 
6~6 tor exampl .. tl A. Va.d1velll, AE!QtQC~;i g;C aoutn ,lDiU£ 
Vol. n,1 (Madras., 190,), P• 1' in wh . it ie stated 
the t tt • .; ., ~ • Sri Ga.japa ti Rao Garu headed GA; un4ertak1ng 
with a view to promoting female education ••• wnioh le4 

· to the opening of the Visaga.pata.m caste Girls' school 
was now under the managem.m t of the Sisters of St. Joseph' e 
convent. and is solely G\lpported by the Goday family. 
Sri Janalr:.aya.mma. ·known also as Mrs. Goday Surya Praka.sa 
Rao, was most appropriately tho first Patroness of what 
was the fLret ins t1. tuti·on of the kind in Southern India. n 

40. s. So.thS.ana than; op. cit. • P• 75. 
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·.;:- .. · 
~~kin ada. and gave a .monthly: (ion tribution o:f Rs. 100/-

for -1 ts ma~n-tena.n<::e an~ Its~ 300/- e"(ery tear for the 
·<· 

'purchase of prizes to be distributed to the prize-winni,ng 

girls. In add-it,ion he gave a. site a.nd Rs.900/• for the 

coustraction · of· the School on the site. 41 

·A st!!DUlus wa.s· afforded to female education by a visit 

from Miss Carpenter (from England). several meetings took 

place in which this lady took part and issues· were seriously 

discuseed and at last a decision was taken by the Govern

ment to open a .Normal Sc:I:lool to train ·women teachers. 42 

·Nevertheless, neither the progress of education nor the 

clima ~~ for the spread an4 reception of progressive ideas 

on wonten' a education were satisfactory. There was st.ill 

a s.trotlg orthodox section led by Kokkonda Venkata:ra tna.m I 
Pantulu, ec11tor of Andhra.bhasha. Sanji vani, published from 

Madras. It was the mouth-piece of the orthodox and reaction

art !'orces in the Andhra during this time opposing women•s 

educa.t1on,. 43 

Veeresalingam was convinced of the usefulness and pur-

pose:f'ulness of female eduo_ation, and declared that from the 

i'ndividual happiness point ot view as well as i;he progress 

41 •. sriram ·V~erabr·a·)l.m akavi, §+'~. R~tb,tt.kapura Sy~thana 
. Qbari thyu (Pi.thapu:r;, :1938 p. 252• . 
4~. s •. sathianathan, op.~ cit., P• 73. · 
43. N. -tyanarayanamurthy, Su.seela (Vijayawada, 1967). !his 
: novel, written by a contemporary of Veeresalingam, depic

ted the· social condi tiona of the .period ~der study and 
introduced Veeresalingam and his contemporaries as 
characters in i.t. 

. .. 



of tho sceiety in gene~al ,. :temale eaueatlon, was esseatta1. 44 

Be pleadea for the ,esta.bl.1ehmen t of. more Girls' schools to 

drive out the igrtoranee .from th$ wornentolk. He mentioned 

in h1s autobiogra.yhy t "froJn the beginning I supported the 

oaae for female ~du.c·a.tion. I :firmly believea tbat unless 

the oondi ti.on of \'~omen improved. the cou.nt1'7 ceanot pro·gflSEJ:.I 

He stataa furthe~ that \11h11e hn was ;iO-rking in a Sc:llool at 

Korang.t. (in 1872, Wll.C'll V"$er3salingam 'W9.7l 24 years or age) 

he wrote vet:sea S,n £~vour o:t female education. 46 At this 

junctura came the t.l.rticlaa 1n the Andhrabhasha sanjivalli / 

opposing femal.e education. It atated, n•• • • tho Hindus 

of former d.ay:ll ·vary \fisely ref~t.Uned from odu.cating their 

:tema.les, and considers that they did ao bocauoe it was their 

impraseicn that -females when educa.tad might possiblJ excel 

the rnalea; they wo11ld th,en, teelJ.ng their superiority, not 

be no subservient tO them and moreover might poosibly con• 

duct th<:msel.ves Wl th more freedomn47 !his statement 

clearly shGWs the fears and misapprehensions enterta.ined 

l>y the orthodox section who took recourse. to tho c:i ting ot 

tho ancient scriptux~eo to ju~tify their pooi tion. Vee~:0ett.

lingam replied convinoingl1 to them through hia articles 
n; .. ·i. · ve'iiti&arini&m', '"gfifl:: ]?iiii-['ka~a&nuii'a:r;J;·;g;, ,~···· 

Vol. VIII1 P• . 22. · '.l.'he referenee . la cited trom the lecture 
·~tomen•s Ech.\oati<H1' delivered by Veereaa.lingarn in 1875. 

45. K., vee:ceeallngam, ~~~u., li&t Part I, op. cit., P•· 406. 
4 G. ! • Ver1ka ta.rnibbara.o t · op. cJ. t. , ih ·s1. 
47. An:!hr9.'bha~ha Sanjlvan1, A~tgust, 1872• I,~.U~if ... RD N'ft~P 

!Is:wi. ftlPi.Esh Soptemb~r, 1872* 



published in the Purushartha Pra4e.yin1 ( publishe4. from 

Machilipatr.u~m) t some times in his name ana at other 't1mes 

tU'lder the nse~u!.donym fpa triot:48 After movtng to Dowa.lc

awara.a, he 1nap1!'ea the local philanthropists 'W1 th hie 

idenle \IillO .J.n tur:r1 openetl a. Git•ls' School there in 1874.49 

While the ¢Ontrovere.y with Kokkonda Venkataratmam Pa.ntul». 

ove:.~ .fom::11e eduoa.tion wae going on, Veeresnlingam felt the 

need of' havin.g a 3out-nal or h1a OAn not only to carry on 

the argument w1 th h1ttt but to propogate hie views on many 

otho:r social i'r:>blems and 'to expose tho corrupt.:;~~ loeal 

oi'!ieiala. 'r..1s ~o~.t!'nal V1-vakava.r4ban1 was ctarted by him 

and he began to rt!r;ly to the ori ticiem Qf Kokkond.a through 

.i~ ta columtw. M.:':.:tle V<H1rtJaa.l.1nt$am was advocating the in• 

traduction of th-e EnGlish od.ucatiou and the \fester.n knowle4ge(O 

Xokko11da accu::lcd ·the no. ti "13a who ware ea.gf:r. to learn English 

langu.a.ge as having "an eye on rna te r.1al gains". When Kokkonda 

atax·t~.d a Dew journal. with. the name 'Rasyava.rdh.an1 1 mainly 

t~o r.tdieule the \-.<ritinga of Veoresalingam, Veereaalingam 

also ~tnrted a. supplement to his jow.ual called •aasya• 

sanj1vani •, to cou.ntera.ot Kokltonda1 e propaganda. 51 When 

E:okkonda. pt.tblit<.hcd an article •women do not d~se:r.ve education•, . 
Veeresalit!gar.t !.::mediately replied with an article 'Mon do 

~,t deserve eau.eation• tn his joumal.52 He wrote this in 

A's* T~ VenkataS1.lbba Rao, op.""c,J.t., P• st. " 
49. I. Veeresalingam, :ilfU~.:£i!:.a•.-.., Part I, op. cit.* p., 64 
50 .. K. Ve~u:e,salingam, Oollro ~·crrkn, op .• cit., Vol. 'VIII, Part III 

'·~'· 70. 
51_. X, Veet1Walingam t ~7tl~t:.N.;• • u.t Part 1, op. cit. t P• 96. 
52. ~~lJ:id• PP• 97•gO •. 

\.,:. 'i. 
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men. lie stated, "Our anc-esto:r:a were neve:r: educated an4 
. • ! 

education g~ee against ot:tr tradition. fo do so is bact., 

RVGll o~,h~rwiae eclucation is .leading to evils such as 

forga~y· and. th$ ·like~ ••• Who. t then is the use o:t education? 

In tho )Jast · pe·ople tvere not edueatea and yet they oana.ged 

to live wall.. why ahould we put o~reelvea to needless 

a trairt by takit1g· to learning? Whan the Dri tish Government 

1e coming forward to open school: in our villages and thue 

spoiling our chilaren, why ab.ould our patriots keep qUiet? 

Should they not petition aga.inst this? Should not our 

l~ade:rs t\Ssemble and decide to pl.aoe all thane now receiv• 

in~ ~dur:a:ti.o.n. under Gocial boycottt Ii'1 as 1 t is often 

3aid, Englishmen achieved pror.ress through education, it 

i:.a so because they are unlike ua in complexion. They a.ro 

'whi tc a.nd. t~e are b:LD.ck.. So ~fh.at is possible for them ia 

not possible :for uo~ Thfi advocacy for English ettunation 

is the cause tor promatLJre den tho too. n5~ He carried em 

a releni~lesa eampa1Sf! in favour of female edlication expos• 

ing ita opponents wlto. praise the great quali tie_a o:f un1et

tGred In&ia.n t-:mn0tl. na ttn·ote thus: 8 tbe enemies cf female 

etlncation freql:tcnt.ly praise the ignorant Indian women a.a 

altruistic and aelf-aaorific!ng even in the acta of domestic 

l1fe., They Qriticisa Eu..":'ope·a.n educated women as selfish •••• 

'" In the first plaee \1'0mnn teelo her aelf•sac:rifice demanded 

_ii I a_ ••• U: 1 
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from arid forced ~pon her. She does not feel herse11' being 

endowed with a free will tlu:ougb. which 1 and from a sense 

of duty she may be prompted. to disinterested conduct •• -., 

Secondly does the husband feel himself iln.der an obligation 

to bis wife each time he receives a kS.ndly service at her . 
. hands? No, he expects all .tFHlch conduct from his wife only 

as ~ .matter ·of- cQurse. n54 He wrote verses 1n Satyaeamva.r

di.tM.i1 lash.ing out at the opponents of women.• s education: 

"Were wome~ to be educated, what would happen to the· sale 

of live human flesh, 

thinks one. . (~~ 

'What would become of the time-old domestic ceremonies, 

laments one. 

\•lho ·would serve m·e as though I were her ver7 Go4t 

mou.rns another. . 

Whom am I to thrash and belabour, 

rages another. 

vlho will l-ook after the idols and offers worship to them, 

reasotu1 yet a.nother. 

And these are now the leaders of soeiet;v whose old-fashioned 

ways are out to safeguard evil ways of lif'e.n55 

Veeresalingam, 1n addition to the starting of a Girls' 

54.· §iii! 'sammifiini";··;ra.h.-Fai;'""1894. ·.r;l1s"'1olirnal. · pri.DteCl · 
and published by Veeresalingam on behalf of the Prarthana 
Samaj,was bi-lingual. 

55. K. Veeresa.ltngam, irtfle:Y@:uttat P.II, op. cit., P• 261. 



Scho~l. in 1SS1 in F.aj.ahmundr,y,5G conaucted a aoumal ex

clusJ;vely :for women (along with 'V1vekavarCihan1), namely, v 
'Sat!hitabodhini' which contained ma111 articles useful to~ 

women and through vJhiot.L he Clissemina ted knowledge to the 

women folk. 57 1'h.~ ini1.u.en.ee ot tbia ~:ample set by Veeresa-.. 
liugu.m in.ata.rtiug a separate joumnl..for women eould be 

seen, in the blr't~h of nJa,ny W)men' e journals like 1 sa vi tbri •, 
1Telr1cu Zanana t, 'Za.nann', • Chintamani' • which wero publish• 

ing material utSe!ul :for ~>~oJnen. Also ptlblished were a num

ber of tracta. during this period• whleb. a.ctively espoused 

the cau-te of female e4u.en.tion o: which -the most .important 

wa,e; 'Strivid13-t~a.rasangr~.ht\mu.' which e:ttributt1d the mise17 

or It1G!a· to the lack. of edu.cS~.tion and Uberty of women. sa 
The a.utltor o£ the book qacted intensively :from the SfiffiiZIS 

JU4D SRU1~Is to pr·o,re h~.a point in :fJ?~vour ot resale education. 

veereaali.ngam h:lmoEll:f wrote many bO¢)kn and at"'tiolea on the 

pr.obltms ot women and ~uetice to be cneted out to them. Re 

wrote •neha.rogyadhar.mabodh1n1' an es!ientia:J. book that ex• 

plaine the various problems o£ the bodilJ bea1 th. of women,59 1 

in. 1S89. 

$7. Ibid., V• 406.- Tho ;lou.rnal wa.a started .1n 188'• 
;a. B., Pa ttabhirama.sarma • ,S,lt~!J?Atf\G,a.p Pml\NnVt ( Gudi va

da, 1911) p.2. 
59. 1 .. Vol!resali.ngemt .Q!to~xa.~, Part IX., op., cit., P• 208. 

'II 



In 1896 he published· another book 1Patnihita.soocha.n1t, 

which explains the problems ot pre:gnancy, deli very. of ehil~ 

ctren, their proper upbringing, etc. 60 In addition to this 

he wrote many .ltavyati, Sa. takas ~on woman. 61 In a sata.ka 

called •strintti Dip!ka', veeres.a.J.1ngam wrote, "As edu.ca• 

tion enables people to Cliecr.iruinate· between good and evil• 

girls should also learn along wi·th boys instead of equan• 

der1ng away money on trifles. Women should help the poor 

and need;y. They should face hard.ah.ips with courage and 

find solutions to their problems:n.,62 

further, he composed verses on •Matrpuja.' (worship 

of mother) a.nd 'Pitrpu~a.' (worship of father) for the sake 

ot young girls,. In 'Matrpu3a• he stated, "Mother is verily 

a. Goddess on earth and ":e should respect her feelings". 63 

He ex.pressed similar vieliEJ in an article •woman as Mother' • 

"Mother provides tile bcsis of \ih~ family•s peace, cleanli• .../ 

ness a.nd graoe.. Slle is tlle pillar of Unity among the 

tnembers of tn0 family. It' she happens to be an edueatecl 

woman, -it is undoubtedly a b1easing. Then she would be 

in an ideal position to bring up children in a healthy eli· 
,. 

mate impa:r··U.ng to them qualities of respectful obedience,. trutl'l 

and goodnes~n" 64-
~o. K. VeeresaiTngamt .1 r<SJ:f,:].ijii; tRa.~ahmuna1:f, 1951), 

Vol. VI., 

.. 

61. I'bi<l~, {Ra.jahmundry, 1950)' Vol. v. 
62. K. 'fleeresallngam,. ~~I~ 1u,:J..a.• Part II, ep. cit., pp.209-10. 
63. Ibid., P• 211. 
64. K.., Veeresalingam, ~~~1.. works, Vol., tX, PP• 4•11. 



Ot all the books he wrote on them the. most popular and 

inte-restillg was the •satyaraja Poorvadeea Yatra.lu' about 

whi·eh a contempor::u:y comment .ia worth noting. "It 1o a 

pla.ee where the roles of men and women o.re reve:rsed. Men 

bring up ehlldren, do housohold chorea • tbey are put even 

u.n,d~r seclusiott (gosha. c~ystem) ,. •. men are not given etJuca~ 

tion and e.J.l tea.cbera at"e women... widower.& are 4.epr1ved 

of th . .el:r: mcu.trt::;.che ...... 1' 65 l't ie a funny 11 ttle bO!)k ·a~' ... la' 

GuUJ.ve-r•e Trervele by Jonathan Swift, mainly intende4 to 

b"::J r, a0,tb ... e on th-e ecmcluct. o:r the conserva:tive me.c. a.r.u!i 

their reacrt1onarr iueaa with regard to women. Regarding 

tb.e prae·tica.l· work done by veereealinga.m j;Jl ~his direction, 

in 1905 he opened a Girls Lo'k·er Secondary School as an 

appe-ndage to, the, \'iidow Horne in Raje.hrnundry. 66 Then wero 

f':i.fty girls and a few ftunily women on the rolls or t..~e 

Sclwol.,. ior thooe women wno·. oould not attend the above 

school arrangemente were made to run claasea specially tor 

·them thr1oe tn. a week in the buil4ing mflant tor women's 

prayer meetings. It waa stated that womeu who were under 

aeclu~~ion were a.iao nttend1n~g thea•. ela.asee not caring tor 

the opp-osition of elders in the :f'amil..V and orthodox sections 

in the ao<:iety. G7 

65;-n:v-en,.'t"Raubba ·aa:o·; .. o .... ~ .. c-.t ;;:·; PP~ .... 196-T97. · •· 1 I t K 

66. ~~~ (a month~y Tclu.gu ,journal exelnsivaly 
d~.?voted to !ema.le et1uc~t1on) Jan. 190!h Ra~abmun4ry. 
Also see Ch:ilaknt!H:lr\thi- np" cit.,, P• 202. 

67l K. Veereaalinglli1t t _g~i9GJ~• t.t.a.t Part I It op. cit. 1 P• 274 .• 



J The impact of this movement ~on female education 

could be clea.rllf· seen in several ways. As stated above 

journals exclusively meant for women were started. 11lomen 

were not only convening_ t~~ir_ own ponferenoes, arrang

ing lectures and organising associations68 but they began .. .., ~ . 

to attend_the District Social Conferences organised 
~ ~ .. . .... ' 

annual1y. 69 Women began to emerge as powerful writers. 
. ~ ;{ ~ .. 

Men.tion should be made of Bhandaru :Atlchamamba ( 1874-1905) 

who , .. rrote 1Lives of Noble Women• (in three parts in Telugu 

language) in 1901.70 tn 1903 she toured the \-rh.ole of 

,flndhra. giving lectures and organising women's associations. 

Following the foot steps of Veeresalingam she gave shelter 

' to many destitutes, and when her younger brother-in-law 

lost his wife • persuaded hi..'ll to marry a widow. 71 

The change in the climate o:l women's education and 

its effects were well summed up by a contempo~ry in an 

article published in the Hindu:"Female education, though 

still at a low level, is however rapidly progressing • 

. In 1881, there were in all 67 schools for girls and 2·,569 

·1 girls attended them; in 1908 the number of Schools in-

creased to 329 and of girls to 17,091. There are 3 or 4 

bS. see !'or example the reports published in 1 savl'€nrl · ( 1904), 
the monthly joumal for women. 'Also see the news reports 
published in the Hindu dated 18th May, 1910 and 10th June, 
1910. . . . . . 

69; R~ Venkatasiv~du, op~cit.,p. 75. 
70. B. Atchamamba, Aba.l3.sachcharitraratnamala (Madras, 1901). 

The a.uthor wrote in the preface that veeresalingam seria
lised the·book in his journal Ohintamani and thus encou-
raged her. · 

71. ~eluern Zenan~, February., 1905. 
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Telugu journals edited and published by Telugu ladies 

themselves. In all chief centres in the Northern cir-

cars there are found ladies assacia tiona, where women 

gather in large numbers, have lectures, Kalakshepam,, 

music parties, etc., Q3ometimes social m=:t.·tt;ers also 

are dis cussed. In some places v1omen have been able 

to establish their own schools :for girls where in 

addition to ordinary educatio.u, music, sewing, etc., 

are taught.. Ladies conferences are orge..nised where 

lectures on female education, v1omen in ancient India, 

J domestic economy, home sanitation, etc., were given 

by ladies them.selve s •••• The Telu.gu woman has deve

loped a passion for lectures, social gatherings and 

street proce.ssions. n7 2 

]i!rosti t.ut~JU!. 

As a par·t of the programme of upliftmen t of women, 

Veeresalingam took up the struggle against prostitution. 

The institution of nautch or Devadasi, whatever might 

be its· original purpose, came to be regarded as noth

ing but prostitution. It was well protected in the· 

name of religion. As one of the strong advocates of 

its eradication well described it, "sexual immorality 

as.a hereditary and acknowledged profession, ••• fortified 
72. The HindU. \i~adras) Apri125, 191"1'. · iihis" is._an ___ , ____ 

extraet from the article written by an'onymou.s 
writer under ·!ih.e captio11 'The position of: f!' ·-: • -· 
Telugu women. • · 



against the attac.ks ot time and change, and endowed 

with the privileges of social sanction, is special 

to this lana.n7'3 Devadasis and concubines were patro• 

nised by leading members in the society like advocates, 

officials and businessmen .• It was considered then a 
';· 

matter o.f loss. of prestige if one did not have a con

cubine. On the other hand it became a ma·tte:r of pri-

vilege and a sign of virility to have one. \\'hat was 

abominable in this rellc of declining .feudal society 

was the wct.y in which a caste was exclusively set apart 

for public enjoyment. Veeresalingam traced the origins 

of the system of D~vadasi s which was originally con-

sti tuted ·wtth the idea of promoting fine arts like 

music and danpe and its gradual degeneration into 

prosti~;:tution. He cpoted verses v.rri tten by others 
. • . . ...... · ~· -'"'.-· ~ ._, • : . . .... _ . .y. 

/ 

(names ~~flat mentioned) condemning prostitution. :, "Family 

men should. not touch the .lips of a prosti tu i;e wh~ch 

ar:e kissed by all and sundry", 74 He described ;the 

mother of a prostitute as the "agent of the God of 

Death. (Yama) 11 who would squeeze wealth from bidders 

7.3. -K. V.Gopalaa\'lam""y (edT "~r%ce, Aj2iding: Mess~g;e an,g 
~.l,;;~i§t±:§.t~oqs of Brahmarshi Sir R. Venkataratnam 

Kakinaaa, 1965) p. 148, This extract is. ·taken from 
the article. 'Social Puri ty• written by :::: _ 
Sir R. Venkataratnam Naidu, a great reformer and 
younger contemporary of Veeresalinga.m. His main 
field of activ.i ty wa.s against nautch, and tem
perance and he was instrumental in starting the 
anti-nautch movement in Madras which gained heal thy 
momentum in the mofussil areas. ' · 

74. K.Veeresalingam, Q_ol_l .. works, Vol, VIIl, op. cit., 
P• 49• 



for her daughter• s affections and desert hlm when 

he becomes a. _pauper .• 75 Nautch pa.rt.iea were organised 

in the names of certain prominent indS.viduals and 

called so by- the Pu1:,1ic as ''Pa.ntulu's ~!clam• (Pantulu's 

nautch g:rou.p)'. and •Naida's Mel.am·•. (Naidt:t•s nautch . . . 
. 76 group), etc. During t"he religious :festivals• the 

nau:tch parties be,came very common and people assembled 

in large numbers to witness th~m and not to v;orship 

God. 77 It was al.most an ineacapahle prretice that those 

who were invited to attend these partie a :3h<nlld eon

tribute som~thing or ·other, even though one did. not 
. ·78 

have suffi.cient funds to do so. · As the offl.cials 

were the patrons of these par'ties and as they \lfert 

o!'ten present at their performances, it became almost 

oblil.fd.to~y on the paX"t o:f the common men to attend 

them and pay something. This \'las lftadin,g to ·the co:r

ruption of public life as the people W>.rare attending 

and (mcouragi.ng such tllings mainly to please th.e ot
:f'H:ialG and men of uealth artd influence in tho society. 

Vt<Hll:"esal;tng-Gm wro~v that there were many Schools exist

ing then in Ra.jahmundr.y whioh ware meant tor Devadas1a 
II .... M .. ti!fllllf•:iii1M M41><1 !~~~~,...,......-· _,.,..... ___ ......... ______________ _ 

75. Ibid.~ P• 52. 
76. K. Vecrenalirrgt1.l!I,Swee.ya,~·part I, op. cit., p. 90. 
77. w. Satyanara.yana.mur.tb.y, op. cit,.., pp.257•59. 
78. ~p.~~- op. cit •. ~lb.is system was called 

•voaagulu'( :~.~o1.ugu) moanillf.i gJ.ftA. 
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teaching mainly dance and music,. Even the most orth<>

dox people, who did not en courage or contribute to the 

maintenance of Sanskrit or Science , . Schools, were, 

for the fear or favour of the officials, paying 1iberally 

for the maintenance of the schools meant for Devadasis. 79 

The number of such women were estimated to be roughly 

I about 2 lakhs in Madras presidency. 80 Veeresalingam 

made up his mind to :f'igh t against this evil. He used 

the columns of his journal Vivekavardhani successfully 

for this purpose. He also wrote sati.res on this problem 

of· which the most important was 'Ve.syapriya Prahasanamu 1 • 

Through one of the characters in this satire, Veeresa

lingam stated, "Due to prostitutes and nautch parties 

there is reckless spending through which many have be

come paupers. The frequenters of prostitutes' homes 

are ruining their health too. Also this practice has 

·become infecti.ous as young fellows are imitating the 

evil ways of'the elders. People say that development 

of music will be affected if the institution of Devadasis 

is discouraged. It is a misconceived notion. On the 

other hand, as music is now the monopoly of Devadasis 

family women are loathe to learn and practise it. They 

79. K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya· •••• , Part IJ op .• cit., p •. 91. 
80. R~C. Mazumdar, ~!:,uggle for freedom ~Bombay, 1969), 

p. 995. · However, the correct figure cannot be ascer
tained as many of them were perhaps registered in the 
census as temple-servants. · 
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are using 1 t as a bait for men. It will be stopped 

AI when family w.omen are encouraged to leam music which will 

·be possible only when prostitution 1 s rooted out f:mm 

society. Further, prostitutes• children should be 

mad.e to marry and settle down in life instead o+ 

-'1 following their famUy 'pro fesai on 1 "• Sl In 

the satire Veeresalingam has depicted young reformists 

participating in the ant1•nautch.gatherings taking 

vows not to allow their parents arrange nautch parties 
. . 

during their weddings. 82 Though it was replete with 

~ll .o£ humour· and appears to have been written in a 

ligh. t hearted manner, it was educative and J.t raised 

a big controversy in Ra~ahmundry. As veeresalinga.m 

stated in liis autobiography, all but one school of 

prostitutes were closed in Rajahmundry and "the people 

were rather sore about it and could not .forgive him 

for this. His feelings were so strong at the public 

criticism o.f his writings on this .issue that he wanted 

to become more independent even giving up the teaching 

profession which gave him certain amount of freedom. S3 

The anti-nautch movement spread to the \\hole 

of Andhra and Madras city. The district social· 

· Con.ferences met every yea~. ~o discuss the social 

- ----8:1.. K .• Veeresalingam • Ooll. works, Vol.I, op. cit., 
82~~lbid.t P.46 · 
83. JC. Veeresalingam, sweeza •••• , Part I, op. cit., 

p.43. 

p.92. 



-77-

problems and the ways and means of eradicating the 

social evils. In the Godavari district social 

conference in 1897, after the .presidential address was de

livered by Kandu.kuri Veeresalingam criticising the 

social evils including the 'nautch', it was resolved 

"not to ·get up nautche s a~ the ti.me .of marriages. n84 
; 

Veeresalingam' s students in Rajahmundry took VO\\TS 

that they lrJOuld never attend the nautch parties .• 8 5 

Commenting upon the pl'Qgress of the movement, a 

contemporary newspaper remarked that the anti-nautch 

movement started under the auspices of Veeresalingam 

(in 1881) even though at present "the stw'fent popula

tion o! this place • • • • • seems to have ~is en against. the 

useful reform, a,_t.hough. we are sure· that such students 

form bu.t a small minority even now. But the question 

has within the la.st fe\1 months assumed too much 

importance to be confined to students and their Debating 

societies. It has engaged and is still engaging the 

best attention of the press and the intelligent public~n86 

This issue gained momentum since it was taken up 

84~ •satyasamvardbani•. op. cit., June, 1897. 
85. Two such students mentioned this fact in their 

autobiographies. See V.Suryanarayana Rao, op. cit., 
p. 169. Also see the autobiography of Chilakamarthi 
Lakshmina~simham, (Bezwada, 1944), p. 182. 

86. Satyasamvardha.nJ., op. cit. • July 1893 .• 
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by the ~issiona.ries at Madras under the auspices o:f 

jDr. Miller, the Principal, Madras Chri.stian College. 

The Madras Hindu Social Refoz.m As so cia tion also took 

up this issue and submitted a m(;IJ)Oria.l to the Madras 
.. ~ . ' . . 

Government. But it received an unfavourable reply. 

However., "it rejoiced at the news tha ~ the question 

has been taken up by certain ladies and gentlemen in 

'England who ·have set' themselves to ensure non-attendance 
I ,· L. • • • >' "" • ~- • ' 

of Governors and other Government officials at nautch 
• - t ._ . 

parties. The collectors and the Governors on the 
' . . ~.. ': . 

I 

pretext of inspecting the country go th.ro"u.gh 1he 

districts to enjoy this singing and dancing by these 

fallen women. n87 The Associa. tion and also the Press ' . 

protested against the system of having common schools 

for girls of general public and prosti tutes• children. 

They were afraid tha. t the children of the general public 
would imbibe the characteristics of the children of the 

proati tu.tes·and hence pleaded "to open separate schools . 
for dancing girls, if necessaryn. 88 A plea was made to 

------------------------~----------------------------87 • .§~ekh~ November, 1894, Report on Native News 
Papers, December, 1894. · 

88~ Vivekavardhani Ap~l, 1875. Report on •••• op. cit., 
1875• Also see for example Yatharthavasani, July, 
1878. The same view was expressed by Lokaranjani 
in its issue of May., 1875. Report on •••• June,l875. 
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the Government, to introduce a law for abolishing 

the institution of dancing girls in India, similar 

to the one which was introduced in Ceylon. 89 

• I 

Mention. should be made, in tltis connect.i on, 

of the services rendered by Sir Raghupati Venkata-

ratnam Naidu, a contemporary and follower of 

Veeresalingam and a silver tongued Brahmo during 

this time,. A student of Miller in the Madras 

Christian College, he was i.nfl uenced by the writings 

of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and the stirring lectures of 

Pandit Sivanatha Sastry (from whom he took initiation 

into Bra.hmadharma during the Collegiate career) and 

worked hand-in-hand with "Nayaka" (Leader). Veeresalingam 

in all spheres of progressiv-e reform. He \vas the 

universally acclaimed exponent of social purity with 

its logical cor·ollary in the anti-nautch' crusade. 

In his words the basis of anti-nautch movement "is 

not in fine mannsrs, but in good morale; i",js aim is not 

mere elegant breeding, but pure living .• n90 His ideas 

on this subject F-<.re contained in the article 'Social 

Purity and anti-nautch movement 1 .. 
91 He•presided.over 

~9.-sathravedanu~am !ugust, 1889. Report on •••• 
op. cit., 1889. 

90. K. v. Gopalaswamy, op. cit., p. 14-5. 
91. c. Y. Ohintamani, op .• cit., pp. 249-81. 
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-so ... 

many social refozm conferences and went out into the 

world. delivering lectures and organising associations 

for promoting these objects. a~s protest against the 

admission of Eardley Norton to a place amidst the 

celebrities of the Indian National Congress during 

its session at Madras in the year 1898, on the ground . -

that he was flouting public morals by living with a 
\· • ' ~ ' l • 

woman wb.o had not' obtained diVorce :from her husband, 
•. e , • 

was w~ll known~92 He carried on the 'propaganda thro.ugb. 

the columns of the "Fellow \forker11 and other journals. 

Leading members of the Devadasi Communit,y like Gudiseva 

Subbaiah Naidu1 Bhaskarla E.swarudu, started associations 

.• to abolish nautch parties. They gave education to .. 
their children and got them married and well settled in 

life, and thus rendered their help to Venkataratnam Naidu 

in his efforts.93 

With regard to the results of the movement, it 

has to be admitted that, they were not of much signi

ficance. Nevertheless, the movement could impress upon 

Andhradesa that the introduction of nautch girls on 

festive occasions was not merely a stigma but truly an . . ' 

offence. As Venkataratnam mentioned in his autobiogra• 

phical account, ·though the evil could not be eradicated, 

----------------------------------~----------·-----------92. X.Suryanarayana, op. cit., p.40t• Also see 
S.Natara~an., op. cit. 11 PP• 101-102. 

9;. K.surya.narayana, op. cit., p.4l. 



yet they succeeded in creating a consciousness among 

a large section of people that nautch was an institution 

· that de served elimination. 94 Fu.rthe r, under the in :fl. uenc e 

o:f this movement, certain castes took concrete steps 
' - ' ~ ~ 

to elim.inate this evil from their fold. Among the 

·Jakkulas (name of' a caste) in Krishna di stli ct it was 

fo:rmeJ;ly customary to set apart one girl for prostitution 

and "a written agreement was a few years ago entered into 
• ', ·I · .• · 

to give. up th·e. practice. tt9~ Finally in 1925, as a 

result of strong agitation., an act was passed which 

.extended to the' Devadas1s those sections of the Penal 

Code which declared traffic in minor girls a criminal· 

offence. Uowever, ~he practice continued to exj.st 

as the alternatives~ ed'!lcation and employment) before 

Devadasis were limited. Full and proper opportunities 

with financial aid during their education, and the 

----~--------~~----------------------·-------------·----
94. R;;Venkataratnam, Swee.xapravagltanauumtr (Ra.jahmundry, 

1941) p.40 (An.autobiographical account • 

95• Edgar Thurstonl op. cit., Vol. IA and B, p•l40• 
Also ·see the Hindu dated June 71 1910 wherein it is 
stated thus:·· riin Tenali Zakkula caste women were 
leading lives in prostitution. The community took a 
vow under the infiuence o:f some educated people that 
they will·marry their females and since have acted upto 
their VOW.t "• 



' ~ .r ' ' 

guarantee o.f a. job later, would have solved the 
"i'" ,.,.. ;·: 

problem ~atisfa~rtorily 't;o al.ll extent.. Bqt these two 
. . '•· c.· 

conditions could not be -fulfilled as it was an alien 
. j ' . 

colonial society in whiQh the ret'orrne~s were working 

and as such they had to. face many limitations in their 

work and .its fulfilmen~~.' 

. 
The reform of marri~ge in general an·d widow 

marriages in particular ocoup1ed the attention of 

Veeresa.llngam •. He criticised the unnecessary and waste• 
.. ' .. 

ful expenditure like performing the marriage for five 

days (as pe.r custom) w1 th elaborate ceremonies and 

rituals and dinners• · As he had. no :f'ai th in the pJ.ety 
' . 

of the prtestly classes, who demanded and received 
- 1" ' .. 

heavy amounts as giftst he advised people not to pay 

them. H_e appealed to the people not to arrange nautch 

partiest during marriages as, apart from its reprehensible 
' . - . 

nature, it vtould involve wasteful expendi tttre. :The 
. ' 

performance of marriages in a' prestigio·us' fashion w1 th 

all the ,avo~dt:t'~l~ expenditure was pauperizing _,p;~p1~.96 

Veeresalingam suggested alternative ways of spending 

surplus money on marriage occasions like "digging wells 
. . -

in villages where drinking water is not available, and 

for other p;}blic purposes,". 97 The hardships ~aced by 

~--------------------------·--------------------------96.-K.Veeresalingam, ..Ooll. works; op. cit., Vol.VIII, 
Part .II, P• 99. 

97. Ibid., p. 98. 



people with many children were countless. Hence this 

aspect of marriage reform, tho~h looks insignificant, 

took an organised form resulting not only in the 

reduction of expenses but even i~ simplifying the 

ritual of marriage with, all 1 t s parphernalla. 98 
. ' 

veeresalingam:t as a p8.rt of his struggle against 
.. · ' 

orthodoxy and superstitions, questioned the practice 

o£ consulting horoscopes of the prospective couples 

before marriages. He cri'ticised that people could 

only consult horoscopes but could neyer e~r:n longevity 

to the bride ,or groom. ;Further more, he questioned 

ho1111 was it that many people were dying even though 

priests fixed the sacred time (Muhurat) f()r the 

performa.nc~ of marriages. 99 

Veeresalingam took up arms against the infant 

marriages which were rather common among the upper strata 

of society. · Though ~reasonable and unsound, this 

practice ,came to be justified on religious groun~s and 

hence people who would not perform the marriages of 

their children were·considered as 'sinners• who flouted 

the sanctity of the Sastras and Puranas. Consequently, 

the 'lo\'ler' ,castes among which this practice was not 

very rampant, began to imitate the 'higher• castes as 

part of the process of Sanskri tisation • Other reasons 

--------------------------·-----------· _. ____________ M ____ __ 

98. 

99. 

Ohintama.ni, February-March, 1898, a bimonthly journal 
run by Veeresaltngam.· 
K~ Veeresa.lingarn t Radasekhari Chari tra (Madras ,1969}, 
p~34. (First published in 1880}. 



like the insistence of elderly (aged) people for the 
' . 

marriages of their grand children for the fun and 

enjoyment that a marr.iage would give them, were 

responsible for the early marriages~ Analysing the 
~ -· • ' I, ~ 

causes for early marriages, veere.sallngam mentioned 

them-in detail in his lecture on 'Early marriages.• 
. . -

He stated,_ ft~~ere are f!l~Y reasons for the recurrence 

of early marriages in our country. Some would like to 

perform the wedding of their children to have fun and 
'. ·•.. . :... . 

fan .fare incidental to such ceremonies dur.ing their life 

time. Some others do the same under the pressure of 
. . 

aged people and relatives in the household; some do 
'.. . ~. 

it to earn prestige in society by lavishly spending on. 

gifts to priests and feasts; others perform more than 

one marriage at the same time to avoid double expenditure; - , 

many do so for the fear of violating tradition and 

inviting possible social boycott if child marriages are 

not performe~'h. '..There are others diff'eren t from the 

above who marry their chi14ren to old and diseased 

people for the sake of bride-price and estates in the 

event of their prospective sons-in-law•s death". 100 

As the marriages were to be per.fonned only among the 

sub-castes thus limiting the area of marriages, it often 

led to the early marriages as people were not sure of 

100. X:. Veeresalingam, poll,e \'lo:rks, op·. cit., Vol. VII 
i (Lectures} , PP• 33• 34. · 
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securing husbands to their Children. so Veeresalingam 

advocated the marriages among sub-castes, if not castes, 

to eradicate the evil. 

Discussion and eontrovers1es were being held in 

the press and in publi.c over this issue before ,·. . - ;,. .· . . . 

Veeresalingam t"Urned his ~ttention to this problem. 

'Madras Times' pul;lished in 1865 '.Letters on Hindu 
- ' 

Marriages' which were written by D.NarasaJ.ah but under 

three d:ifferent names over the controversy of infant 

marriages quoting prof'u.sely from Manu and finally 

conclu.dj.ng that infant marriages 'l.fere "nQt only opposed . .. . . . ~ . 

to common sense, but a:r.e also contrary to the verr 

. sentiments· and doctrines expressly promUlgated in the 
-

sacred formula pronounced on the celebration of the 

marriage i tsel.f; and 1n the sacred books on which . . 

our .marriage rites are founded. ulOl Veeresalingam,.-

proved in his lecture on early marriages, quoting the 

Shastras, that infant marriages were not approved 

by them. He listed ;;·~·} the pernicious effects of these 

marriages on the health of mothers as well as children 

and stated that 1 t would finally result in physical and 

mental degeneration o£ the nation.102 This question 

gained momentum and the public began to bestow their 
............. "--., 

101 •. -D .. NarasaJ._ ah.l Letter on, _Hindu J;! rr es (Madras, 
. 1867), p.l .. Reprinted from Madra~ Times. 

102. K.Veere~lingam, Col._ t;{ork$• op. cit., pp.37-38. 



attention on this _thr~ugh the press and social ;reform 

conferences. lt was. estimat~d that married girls below 

four years of age ~excluding child widows) w:ere, 24,257 

in the Madras Presidency of whtoh 11.904 were .in the . . 

northen1 Oircars ( compr~sing the districts of Gan;jam, 
' t. - c ._ • • • • 

Vis~apatnam, Go~ava.ri, Krisqna and. ·G~tur) •103 
• • > • .. • • • • ' ~· 

Malabar! • s movement on the age of marriage seems to have 

aroused much interest .in Andhra and papers relating to 

it (16 years for bridegroom and 12. for bride) sent by 

Mahadev Govind Ranade to Veeresalingam were aig~ed_by 
'· . ' 

the members of the Prarthana Sama3 fl.D.d the Social 

Reform Associ-ation at Rajahmundry for whioh act the 
. . . . 

signato.r:Le.s were considered as extremists in so9ial matter~?4 
.Early marriages reached such absurd proportions that 

children o:f ten months old (sometimes even less) were 

got married105 and the native press focussed the 

attention of the public and the Government on this issue, 

Bringing to the notice of the public th~ death of a 

thirteen year old mother at child birth, the v~rtadaraani 

r?gretted the Government's failur~ for not taking any 

steps to 11an the evil practice,106 Vi vekavardhani 1 on 

103. Chin tama.n4, February-March, 1898~ 
104. R. Venka tasi vudu, op~ cit., p.l5 .• 

105. Budhavidheyi Max.och, 1888. ge,porl on tfatixe New;s 
Papers, 1888, · This journal was published from 
Machilipa tnam. · 

106. Vartadarsa.ni; March., 1894, Re"Qart on N;at;t.;u New§ 
Papers, 1894. This journal was published from Nellore. 
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the other hand• suggested a few practical measures to 

prevent the incidence of infant marriages. Firstly, 

by prescribing a time limit after which married men 

should not appear for the Entrance University 

Examination and dis~llov11ng SpJ::lol~rships or prizes 

to be given to them. secondly, 'by preferring un• 
.0 ' 

ma~ied candidates for :public employment. The journal 
' ' -

also alleged tp.at th,e Governme!lt was complacent in this 
' ' 

matter because· it was afraid that "it' wo·uld hurt the 

religi•'>US su'sceptibili ties of the Hindus. n107 However, 
~ 

the initiative taken by the native Mysore Government 

in this regard was some \'that e.xempla.ry. It abolished 

the early ~arriages of girls b~low the e.ge of 8 and 

boys of 14~ By the same law it also abolished marriages 

of men above fifty years of age to the girls below 14 

years of age. 108 

In the absence ·Of any such law in British India 

and also due to the reasons of poverty and £ear enter

tained by parents that they would not be able to get 

their daughters married later, sale of brides (Kanyasulkam) 

became rather common during this time. 

--"'!"'-~------............. ............-. ... t. ••• ·.----.-~ ------

107. Vivekavardhani, October, 1884~ U:h~? Re;R,g;,:,t QD Nat&ye 
News Papers, 1884. 

108,. ~.:t;,.v~samvargl,lan3-.• July, 1893. Also see s.Natarajan, 
op. c.i. t., p.103. 
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As the child brides were generally purchased 

by aged mep., it resulted in early widowh.ood and 

immoral life which meant life-long condemnation for 

them• This practice was in existence since a long 

time41 As early as 1833, when Oha.rles e Philip Brown 

was the collector at Guntur, a letter was written to 

him by a village officer requesting to help him with a.t1 

amount of sixty ru.peea to purchase a. bride for hJ.s 

second mar:riage since he waa a wid. ower• :,; .Brown 
~ ..... 

incorporated the letter in the ErJglish trans.lation 
' 

of th.e _ Telugu Reader and made a note on Kanyasulkam, 
' /\ 

"+•••the mo.re daughters a man has, the better o~£ he 

is' as there is always a rapi<J demand for them; but 

to get a son married is difficult and costs a large sum, .... 
. . ~ v1!'dower finds the diffioul ty.\ still greater~ •19~-

',(; 

1 
~,, 

· ·veeresa.lingam exposed tli.is evil (Kanyasul.kam) 

,, 

~11' ' 
t~:t'Q~gh. ~he columns o! Vivekavardhani and by lectures and 

:,. ··~, ., ~, 

writing satires• He cited the Shastras, to answer the 
1 

orthodox sections, and to show that the evil was 

not sanctioned by them~ 110 He state,d that "according 

to Manu and Kasyapa a purchased maiden cannot be a wife 

but only a .fHi!d servant. .Accordingl.y she. is not 
elig.tble to perform the. religious rites to the Manes. 

~ i . . 

. 109. C.P.:arown" ;elygu. Ref!der, (Madras, 1852) pp.l93•94 
110. Ses·for example the lecture on 'X'\nyasulkam' in 

Vo+, VIII of I.Veeresa.linga.m•s Coll. Works, Part II, 
op. cit. t pp. 26-28. -



The Vaisyas and Sudras have realised this as an evil 

practice and ceaso.a performing it•// However,. the· 

self-styled upper caste people (Brarwins) eo:ltinue 
\ 

to indu.lge in this devilish practice una.shame~ily, The 
' 

Brahmins• judging from th:t.s, seera "G:o J1e.v·e l.oat the 

capaclty' to dlscr1minate betv.ree.n vice and virtue~t. 111 

Furthe:twore he defJcri bed it as t.he "oa.le of human 
' 

!lesh". 112 His most popular sat.Lre 'Brahma' .. Vi·ve.hamu' 

was viri tten \>\ti th the main purpose .of exposing evils 

like early an.d late marriages and Kanyasulkam. It 

became so popular that the people of'P..ajahmundry and 

around. were talking about it in groups at importa.nt 
"'1 ... 

centres \'Jhcn it \'Jas first published. 1 
') veeresalingam 

was evi<Jently not se.tisfied with the mere publication 

of the sa.ti.re as it merely provide certa.in amoun.t of· 

enterta.:tnment to the people. Knowing the grip o·:r 

caste o-ver people, he pl.t-,aded i'or the excommu.nicatJ.on 

from tlH~ ca.stcs of those who got their. dav.ghte:rs 

mt\rried in ea.rly age or those •t~ho solo th Bi.r d.~J.ughters 

in· marriage .. 11 4 His .ideas cauglt t fire. Gurajada 

111. Ibid., P• 27. 
112. See i'm:: c:.;cnmple the presid~'-.mtial aCld:r:ess a:t 

Godc.vuri Di.n c:cict Social· Conference by Veeresa
lin:ram, ~t!~kw.qrval:Qhl¥\i• June~ 189?. Also see 
K .. Vceresalinga.m, Qj>) .. l~lio ... ~£! 1 op. oi t .. , Vol. VII. 
P• 553. 

113. K. Vee:r:esalinga.m, ,§yte~.~a,_~""' Part I, op. cit., p. 27. 
The sa·tire was oublish.ed: i.n 1876. 

114. Ibid., p. 14o-·t41. 
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Apparao, a contemporary of Veeresalingam, a great 

poet and playw-right, wrote a famous play •Kanyasulkam'. 

He s·tated in the preface of his play that Veel:'esalingam's 

satire 'Brahmaviva.hamu.' a.nd.his play h.ad ttsome parallsl 

1"15 :;:>assa.ges". · He also mentioned the name of Veeresr::J.-

l.i.:ngam through on-:3 of his characters in the play as 

the person who \vrote tracts oppocing Kanyasulkam, 

though a.t several other places we come across the 

mention of Rajahmundry as the centre of reformist 

acti.vities. It may be sa.iu that Gttrajada Apparao•s 

great play (Kanyasulkam) \'tas the fine a.nc: artis·tic 

outcome of Veeresalingam t s reform activities. 

Efforts were made to bring pressure upon the Govern

ment to make Kanyasu.lka,m illegal. The Va.rtadarsan:l, 

writing on· this• described it as nslaveryn. It 

further stated, "ever, though slaver:r vm.s abolished in 

1843, in ·this ff)rm it exists. So this sale of young 

~lrls can be made punishable under the statute banning 

.slavery. n 116 In this connection the services rend.ered 

by Maharaja Anandagajapati of Vizayanagaram are note

l,'JOrthy. As far back as 1887 the ~iaharajah conducted a 

sut·vey and collected the statistics relating to sulka 

marriages in Vizagapatam district during a pertod o:r 
115. see-the· i>re!aceor a .• v.-Al?i?a-Rao to his-lilay----··--·-·--··---

~~n~~sulk@~ {Madras, 1968) (First edition 
in 1897). · · · 

116. ~tl.,a..ii§,rs8..1J!, Marnh, 1894. Re:gqri{_on .. ~t..he Nat~~-~ 
Ne'~~-Qal:{e~, 1894. 
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three years.. Speaking of the document Gurajada Apparao 

in the preface to his play stated. that the number of 

Sulka marriages "record~d r~ached one thousand and thirty 

four, giving an average of three hundred and forty four 

for the year. .Ninety nine girls were married at the age 

o.f 5 · years, forty four at 4, thirty six at 3, six at 2, 

and t:~,; three at the age of o.ne - the infants in the last 

instance carrying a price of, front three hundred and fifty 

to four hundred rupees a head. Strange as it may sound, 

bargains are sometimes struck for children in the womb. 

such a state of things is a disgrace to society, and lite

rature cannot have a higher function than to show up such 

practices and give currency to a high standard of morals.n117 

Further more, the Maharaja of Vizilll.atgaram raised the matter, 

with the assistance of Rao Bahad.ur Vallur.i Jaganna tha Rao 

Pa.ntulu, the treasury officer of N'ellore District, in the 

:Madras legislature in 1888. The Gove::rr...ment, considering 

it as a question connected with the·native religion, did 

not want to pass e. lat-t lest it should hurt the religious 

feelings of the nativ~s. 11 8 

The practice of early marriages gave rise to two other 

evils namely prostitution and widowhood. :It may not be 

correct to attribute widowhood to the early marriages alone. 

Nevertheless, th.e exi.s·tence of a good number of child 

117. G.V. AppaRao, t,s;:p.ya,aulk~J!!, (Vijaya.na.Baram, 1897), edition. 
118. lti~dujan~ Sa.ms~~~n..L, (Mauras), April 1888. Also see 

g_[~:ta;..m?ni, Februay-March., 1898. T. Rajagopalarao 
expressed the same views in his book, A History·of Indian 
§.9~ial Re.fortJ!.. i-L~ .. ~fl.e ~1e.enth Oen!uu {Madras, 1901), 
P• o. 
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widows went £ar to prove this point. The condition of 
"' 

widows and the treatment they recedved at the hands of their 

own people can hardly be exaggerated. The child widow 

was the unique product of the Indian soil, .gen.erally unknown 
f 

in other parts of·the world. Veeresalingam vividly described 

the condition ·Of widows in· his novel "Rajasekhara. Chari tra" • 

which'was considered by literary critics as one which refle ... 
I 

cted the social conditions of his times. He wrote, nThe 

sorry .state of "<"'idows in our country moves even an enemyt s 

heart. ~he parents, instead of consoling and com£orting 

their grief ... stricken.widow-daughters unkindly deprive them 

of all minimum pleasures in life. The ornaments are taken 

away from them.· Their heads are shaven to make them look 

ugly and confine them to a deserted corner in the house. 

They are not fed properly nor clothed adequate~y. Their lives 

are made miserable and they are like living eorpses .... they 

are forced to do all the manual labour in the house• A 
' • 

widow is treated as a servant maid in her parental home 

even by her own sisters-in-law. On 8.l3p1cious occasions her 

appearance is detested and she is consi.<lered as an· ill• 

omen. That is how the t\forcl :,widow" h~s become a highly 

b 1 · n 1 \1··9 T' i - h d . " d a us ve ~errn among us • ·· nus w aow oo was cons~aere 
---·------------~.........__--... 1.-..... --

119. K. Veeretialingam, U~jas~kP~~~harttr~ op. cit., 
:pp. 87-88. Also see K. Veeresalingam. Coll. \'larks • 
op. cit., Vol. VII, the lecture on 'Widow re
marriage, p. 576. · 
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to be slow torture - mental as well a.s physical - and 

to be t-rorse than 'sa t.i • • 

Veerasalingamts endeavours to perform widow marria-· 

ges were proverl>ial to remember, though his efforts to 

improve public morals were no less great than the other. 

Considering the "ti.meu he lived in, the oppositlon and 

persecution .he .faced from the establlslled beliefs e.nd 
' 

customs, it w~s a great task that he carried on in favour 

of widow ma::riages. Tlu·ou.gh th.is movement he success

fully hit at the citadel of reactionary forcH~s and made 

a beginning of independent thinking as well as action, 

freed from the shackles of Shastras and self-style~ 

saviours of religion and moralE; nam~ly priests. 

Before Veeresalingam started his movement in 1879, 

there was some activity on. this :i.ssue in Madras city. 

Pamphlets and articles in support of widow marriages 

were issued by Palle Ghentsal Rao, the secretary of the 

\tido'ltt Remarriage Association at Madras. 120 .. In A.ndhra 

the nati *t:1e journals, Purusharthapradayini and Tatwabo

dhini lY.tblished articleo on this issue. 

In the mean·time a tract was published by Para.vastu. 

Venkataranga C11aryulu of Visakhapatnam, qu.otin.g Sl1astras 

and.Smrithis, sanctioning the· marriage for widows. 
'1'2'0:''"'i. ·veeresaiingam;"'~\ .. r"ee,x~?..~..:.t..L.L, :P.o;rt I, op. cit., P• 145. 

Also see o. Venka.tarangaiah, ,Konqaru Nellori,Q;OpP§!:yaru 
(Nellore, 1933}, pp .• 12G-22" 



Pa.ravastu con,eluded: "Hence I pray to God to make the 

hearts of the leaders of the people, to see the need 

arising out of the cha:ng,::d condltion of the present circum

stances and _prevent social evils J,.ike the abortions, caused 

by weak-minded women 1 by early permitting virgin widows 

to remar::~y and thus prot-ect the weaker sex."~ 21 After 

the publication of. the tract, Kokkonda Venkatara.tnam 

Pantulu from Madras and Dharmavararn Ramakrishnamacharyulut 
' 

a poet and a popular playwright of Puranic dramas in Telugu. 

wrote ·to Veeresalingam to counter the contents of the tract 

of Paravastu. 122 Veeresalingam di.d not comply With their 

request. He had. dif~erent views on the matter. He stated 

in his autobiography that he was eagerly awaiting the day 

when he could rejo.iee at the sight of child 'lf!idows enjoying 

their li\tes t-lith their second husbands and thought that 

123 the time 'ltas not yet ripe for ·that. · His intimate friend 

Challap~lli Bapaia.h broached the matter with him but in 

the beginning he did not evince much interest in the issue 

as he thought that it was not easy for him to undertake such 

a heavy task without adequate resources - both human and 

material. However, Challapalli Bapaiah did not give up his 

attempts and gava enoug..'l confidence to Veeresalingam that he 

121. Cited by J. Gurunatham, op. cit •. , pp. 96.;.97. 
122~ K. Veeresalingam f ~wee;y:~t.•-• . .t..t Part I, op. :cit., pp~ 146-47. 
123. Ibid6, pp. 148•: 4-9 .• 



would be with him .in this movemen·t even if it meant 

.giving up his kith an~ k1n. 124 

A notice was circulated in the town of Ra.ja.hmundry 

for a nu!etj.ng 1r1here Ve,-a:r-esalingam would deliver a lecture 

on the m.a.rria.ge of w·idows. ·{Th:i:.sr~ c.reated great stir among 

the orthodox fHH':tions.. VecreE:alin;;am knew that Iswara. 

C:b.~nd ra Vidyasagar wrote a book on the i~~u.e of widow 

ma:i:'riagel::' but he could not secure 1 t in time. It is 

ata ted th.a t the fi :rs t boolr ad vooa ting wi.dow marriages 

in Telugt::. ~ras a translatiou from the Kan.nada language 

published in 1868; the year v1hen Keshub Chandra 

Sen \risi ted Madras to st.:-a.rt the Brahmosama;j. 125 He 

could not get this book too. All that he ootlld get 

hold of were the Manu, Ya.gnava.l1cya. and Parasa.ra Smri t-

J \~: ~ the! articles publi.shed in Ta.tt"fabodh:f.nl and :Purusha

rth.a Prath<!.yini. 1;;1th t~e help of the:ze he delivered 
. 126 

a lecture on 3rd August 1879 justifying widow raa:r.riage. 

The meeting was vJel~. at·tended by Pn..."'lt.1i ts and others. In 

the lectute he adopted \lO'th the methods of quoting the 

yedas aud the SmrJ tii~ .• to sa tiGfy the priestly classes 

and appealing to l.~eason vri th his arguments. Speaking 

about the t,!!idcvThcod hG sa:td, "the eruol practice of 

124. 'lb.td: 
125. T. Rajagcpala Rao, op. c:it., P• 32. 
126, See for the Lee ture K • Vef:re sa.lingam, Coll. \'!orks., 

op. cit.; Vol, VII, PP• 524-583. 
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prohibiting 'tJidows to marry ls found nowhere 1n the 

world except in our cGun.try-. J1'Ven in our country it 

is confined to the Hindus and among them only to the 

three upper castes 11 -.
127 He enumerated "the various· 

problems related to this issue like early marriages, 
' 

illicit se.xual con~6d;s-.::. of v,ridows leading to elope-

ment and pregnancy and the like.· nnue to the associa-

tion with widows 1 even family women are taking to 

wrong path of illicit contacts 1.dth menn. 128 Answer

ing the critic ism of opponents of widow marriage, he 

stated, nit is absurd to think that widow marriages 

would stop infanticide and start the killing o:f husbands •.••• 

l'G is not so in other c!ountries where "'r.idow marriages 

are takin.g place. Even in ou:r cour1t:r:y this is not 

the case among those castes in which widov1 marriages 

are not forbidden. Are meri killlng their wives simply 

because they have the freedom to remarry?•129 The 

lecture creat,ad big stir and commo~ion in the town 

and people began discussing the various aspects of 

the problem. Hedeli.vered a second lecture on the same 

t9pic on 17th October, 1879. As he stated in a meeting 

a.t Madras he had no faith in the Shastras and the 

Smri tis•·, But he was citing them for self-defence 

T27. rt£a.;·p.536. 
128. Ibid~, p~550. 
129. Ibid., p.573 



as it was the only effective ltay t.o answer the argu

ments of Pa.ndits. 13° Immediately after the first 

lecture the 'Widow Marriage Association \-las formed in 

Rajahmundry, with Veeresalingam a.s its Secretary .• · lt 

issu.ed an appeal to th.e Indian pu.blic to help it with 

funds to carry on its ~ctivities. It condemned the 

cus.to.m as 'tyrant• and asked people -t-o :..e.fy 1 t and 

become· free. 131 Veeresalingam went to Kakinada a.nd many 

other places a.nd deli.vered lectures on thin issue. 

several attempts vrere made to beat him up but the timely 

help and ·protection by the students enabled him to 

weath.er such storms,. 132 The tfidow Marriage Association 
< 

consj_sted of educated people, and a group of dedicated 

t'lorkers namely. Oh, Bapaiah, 13,. Gavarraju, A.Ih N'arasim

hEtr.'l Ohetty, B. V. Jogaiah Naidu, K. Parthasara thi Naidu 

a.nd others from -~ajahmundry •. Sanke.raoharya ot: V1rupaksha 

ca.me to Rajahmundry and threatened ·t!J.e me~})erf3 ot the 

.Association with excommunication if they did not dis

soc.ta te themselves from it. ~he widow marriage associa

tlon was strengthened with tho addition of new members 

like Nyapati subbarao Pa.ntulu who came to practis-e law 

and Atmu.r.i Lakshmina.rasimham as the district munsif£. 133 

1";;o.-·Lvaeresa1ingam;sw~~y~:·;,;;~. Part'!', op. cii. t ·p. ~~3. 
1~1 .. Vivekava:rdhani 1 Sep·tember, 1879. 
132 .. Referer1ces to this are to be :found in Veeresalingam's 

• ~w.geya, .... • Part I, o:p. ·cit. , PP• 158-59. 
133 • Ibid. • P• 161. Also see IL. Veeresal1ngam 1 Ooll. 

\'lOrks, op. oi t., Vol, VII t p. 758. 
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Nyapati Subbarao, later became the .secretary of the Prarthana 

Samaj at Rajahmundry and was a great source_ of help to 

Veeresalingam in his reform work. He was elected to the 
·Madras Legislature from the northern Circars local boards 

constituency (1893), and was the secretary of the reception 

Committee to the Conference of the Indian National congress 

at Madras in 1898. 134 A tmuri Lakshminarasimham was well 

versed .in the Vedas and the Shastras. Along with Veeresa

lingam ·ne also took part in the epic battle of arguments 

with the Pandi ts of Rajahmundry over the issue of widow . 

marriages and established that widow marriage was not 

opposed to the Shastras. He was one among those threatened 

with excommunication by Sankaracharya of 'virupaksha math. 135 

Veeresalingam, after collecting round him a few able 

and courageous co-workers, started preparations for the 

performance o.f widow marriages as he was not satisfied with 

mere arguments and wordy duels with pandits. Inspired by 

Veeresalingam' s lectures and :further discussions in the 

town, a number of students were expressing their willingness 

to marry widows. This made the opponents of the reform, the 

orthodox sections, to get their sons hastily married and 

shave the heads of widows and do other things to make them 

look ugly and unpresentable for marriage. 136 The f"irst 

widow marriage was aiebrated in Rajahmundry on 11th Decem

ber, 1881. It was the year when the Prarthana Samaj, the 
134~ V.ignana Sarvasiamu {Madras 1961), Vol. IV, pp. 1205-1206. 
135. G.V. Subbarayudu, Atmuri Lakshminaraaimha Somalazt 

~e~vitha Cha;t:~tramu. Uyanyasamu!!:l, p. 11. The place and 
publication date are not mentioned. 

136. X. Veeresalingam, Sweeya •••• , part I, op. cit., p. 171. 
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Students' Social Reform Association and Vivekavardhani 

were working dynamically and Veeresalingam being the cen

tral figure of the above three organisations, got fuil 

support .from them ln his efforts at the first widow 

marriage.. Nevertheless, the first ·marriage .. created 

tmprecedented stir in the town and innumerable attempts 

were made to stop it. Non-cooperation came from all 

sides. The purohits, cooks, musicians and others were 

prevented .from taking part in the function. Attempts 

were made to kidnap the bride and the groom and beat 

up Veeresalingam. Veeresallngam got f.ull support from 

the local inglish police officials. The local Superin

tendent of Police and the Joint Magistrate were personal

ly present to look after the security arrangements. 

Sixty constables were posted not only around the resi

dence of veeresalingam bu.t at several points on the 

route of the procession. As the Hindu consta.bles we:r:e 

suspected to be friendly with the opponents of Veeresa

lingam .• Christian and the. Muhammadan C·onstabJ.es were 

specially brought from o'ther places. 137 Students were 

keeping vigil round the clock. A contemporary student who 

was present on that day described the event thus: 

"About 500 students of us attended the marriage. We 

were guarding all streets and lanes leading to our 'guru's' 

(Veeresalingam's) residence throaghout the night. we 

137. Ibid •. t PP• 188•192. 
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all ate there during the marriage and yet the priestly 

classes could not excomm.unicate us as we did not care 

for all that. Except Basavaraju Gavarraju, all other 

leadi.ng members of the widow marriage· association and 

followers of Veeresalingam deserted him during the 

~arriage. Those few who attended the marriage per-

formed 'penance' and got back into the Hindu religion.n138 

Veeresalingam mentioned in detail in his autobio

graphy the after effects of the first widow marriage. 139 

The grip of the ~indu orthodoxy over the society could 

be gauged from the fact that most of the staunch co

workers of Veeresalingam .in this cause including Pyda 

Ramakrishnaiah who donated an amount of Rs.;O,OOO/- and 

lat.er on constructed houses for the re-married couples 

performed penance fearing the e~communication. Veeresa• 

lingam and Basavaraju Gavarraju on whom he had high hopes 

(but he died prematurely in 1888 to the great sorrow of. 

Veeresalingam) stood like rocks unmoved by the public 

criticism and ridicule. The social boycott began in 

right earnest. It took the form of refusing to let out 

houses, stopping the supply of water, prohibiting the entry 

into temples and.the like. The social boycott was followed 

up by the excommunication letters issued by Sankaracharya 
138. v. Suryanarayana Rao. op. cit., P• 166. 
139. K. Veeresal,ingam, §westva,, s , Part I, op. cit., 

PP• 184-92. 
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to 31 families in Raja.hmundry. It was a day ·of re

joicing t,o the orthod,ox sections. They took out a 

procession w'- th the writs of excommunication in a palan-: 

quin. A similar procession was also taken out in Kaki· 

nada, the native place of Pyda Ramrucrishnaiah who 

·liberally financed the widow marriage movement (refer

red above). 14° 

Despite all this, veeresalingam received letters 

of congratulations from Madras and other places; "Y9ur 

telegram has made us all exceedingly happy. ·May God 

bless you and the couple 1 • • • • Rajahmundry may hence

forth be said to live. You have made the 11th of Decem

ber a very remarkable day in the history o~ o~r Presi

dency •••• Madras, as some wish me to believe, will fol

low in the wake of R.ajahmundey. n 141 Indeed Rajahmundry 

became a place of hope to widows as many of them began 

writing confide~tial letters to Veeresalingam express

ing their readiness for marriage. But soon after this 

two anti-widow marriag~ associations were formed, one at 

Ra~ahmundry SJ?.d another at Madras. Congratulating 

Veeresalingam, Diwan Bahadur Valluri Jagannadha Rao 
'· 

Pantulu wrote, "I only hope that at least half a dozen 

more marriages will take place in rapid succession. 'J!he 

excitement must not be allowed. to cool· down . • • • • I am 

l40. Ibid•• P• 199. 
141. Letter written by P. Venkatappaiah (a social worker) 

on 13th December, 1881 from Tiruvalikkini, Madras. 
Ibid., pp. 192-93. . 



circulating your telegram among the Native gentry 

here. An anti-marriage association is just now on foot 

here. It can do.you no harm.n142 ' It is true that no 

immediate harm was done. However, when Sankaracharya 

visited Rajahmundry he was given a grand ·welcome and 

' ·was taken round the town in a big procession. In this 

resurgence .of enthusiasm, a f"ew among the student sup

porters of veeresalingam were beaten up by the disciples 

of Sankaracharya to which students replied with a. very 

severe beating of the disciples of Sankaracharya. This 

created a tremendous commotion in the town and sankara-
, ' 

charya fearing that he would be as saul ted left the place 

in the dead of" night cursing the inhabitants of Ra.jah

mundry that he would never visit them a~ain. 143 

Veeresalingam's name and work now reached Madras. 

R. Raghunatha Rao and Palla .Chentsal Rao invited him to 

Madras to deliver lectures and participate in' a cosmo

politan dinner. Veeresalingam delivered a lecture on 

the 'Remarriage of Widows• in the Anderson Hall of the 

Christian College. Later, he developed the lecture into 

a small pamphlet entit~ed "Streepunarvivaha Sastrasan

grahamu". 144 ·In this lecture he completely relied upon 

'i42 .... Letter written on· 12 December, 1881 from Madras. 
Ibid., P• 194. 

143. V. Suryanarayana Rao 1 -op. cit,, p. 167. Also see 
K. Veeresalingam, ~weeya.~ op. cit., Part I, 
p .• 215-18. . ' . ' 

144. See K. Veeresalingam, Coll, Works, Qp. cit., Vol. VII, 
pp •. 683-751. 



Srutis, Smri tis ·and Puranas from which he profusely 

qu~ted in supportof widow mar:riages. According to 

·parasara Smriti, "If the husband dies or renounces the 
1: 

world or does not return· from abroad within the pres-

cribed time or is impotent or becomes loorse in matters 

of sex, the wife is eligible t~ marry again"• 145 Again 

he quoted Smritis (e. g. Parasara Smri ti) to disapprove 

of the shaving of the head ~fa widow. 146 In the 

cosmopol~tan dinner only six people participated among 

whom was Mannava Butohiah Pantulu• a founder of the 

south Indian Brahma Samaj. 147 On hearing the news of 

widow marriages being performed at Rajahmundry, Iswara 

Chandra Vidyasagar from Calcutta congratulated Veeresa

lingam and wished him success in his "exertions on be

half of the unhappy suf:t'erers.n148 

The widow marriage association though started earlier, 

never met before 1884. It first met on 22nd June, 1884 

and passed certain resolutions in favour of widow marriages. 

The Association lasted till 1891 as it met for the last 

time on 25th January, 1891. It eXisted hardly for 7 years 
145. Ibid., p. 716. 
146. Ibid., pp. 737•38. 
147. R. Venkatasivudu, op. cit., p. 26. Also see 

!!inanasarvaswamu, Vol. III, op. cit., p. 574. 
148. Extract from the letter written by IswarachandraVidya

sagar to veeresalingam; dated 24th.October, 1882. 
Cited ·in K. Veeresalingam, .Sweeya ••• , , . Part I, op. cit. , 
P~t· 249. 



during.which only three marriages were performed. 

Prior to the year 1884 (from the year 1881 when the' 

first marr.iage was celebra. ted) ten marriages were 

performed of which two were·vysya marriages. Pyda 

<Ramakrishnaiah ttho rendered. liberal help to the cause of 

widow m~rriages died in 1886. Hence• after 1.891, whe.n 

~he Association became .defunct. Veeresalinga.m had to 

carry on the work on his own spending ;his own money. By 

1905 the total zu:lmber of' marriages performed were . 63 of 

which 57 were among .Brahmins (of different sub-castes), 

3 among Vysyas, one among Viswabrahmins, 149 one of 

aaivelama.15° caste and one of Vellala151 caste. 152 
149. a!he Y~sWfi!.brahmiU are called Xamsalas also. 'l'he 

· name Viswabrabmin is of recent origith They are di
vided into four occupational groups, Kamaali (Gold
smith} Ka.mchari (Blacksmith) Vadrangi {Carpenter) 
and Kasi (stone masons). They claim Brahminhood 
for themselves very insistently and contested with 
the Brahmins on this q11estion both in courts of law 
and out-side. But in actual practice they occupy 
almost the same position in the ritualistic hierarchy 
as other non-Brahmin communi ties even thoUgh they 
rigidly keep themselves separate from them all. See 

·under 'lCY§§la', Edgard Thurston, Vol. III, op. ei t.; • 
PP• 141•49• 

150. a!h@ Adi:velamas claim to be the earliest of the Vela.ma 
community in the Telugu country. There are many legends 
which describe their settlement iJ;t the coastal part 
of the country after their ships were blown off by 
storm winds. They are also called Ara.va Karanams in 
parts of Nellore district and their chief concentra.
tions·are in Machilipatnam, Rajahm~dry and Kakinada.. 
They claim Kshatriyahood but not different from the 
sudras in the social hierarchy. see under •xelamas• 
Edgar Thurston, Vol. VII, op. cit., PP•336-41. 

151. lhe Iella],as. a.re the great ag:ricul tural community in 
the Tamil country and their social status is that of 
the suaras. Ibid., See under 'Vellalas•, PP• 361·89. · 

152. Nalam Krishna Ra.ot Y1il'gtuvJ.D!la gha.rJ.tra lupto 1904) 
(Rajahmundry 1950], P• • Nalam Krishna Rao was a. con
temporary and Co-worker of Veeresalingam at Rajahmundry. 



-105-

. 
These include the marriages that took place at places 

like Guntur, Bellary and Madras. In Guntur the first 

widow marriage took place in 1902. veeresalingam with 

his wife was invited to attend it by the district 

munsiff Viswanatha Sastry, at whof3e residence the 

marriage took place. This ere a ted a big furore in the 

town. The cook of Viswanatha sastry deserted them. 

His wife was opposed to the marriage. Yet the mar• 

riage was performed in which Unnava Lakshminarayana, an 

young man imbued with reform ideas, took part. 153 

Unnava Lak~hminarayana performed many widow marriages 

at Guntur later., and was called "Second Veeresalirtgam 

of Guntur.n154 Commenting upon the widow marriage at 

Guntur the 'Hindu' published a letter under the caption 

• Social Reform in Guntur1 • It stated, "Two or three 

months back a remarriage of a young woman took place for 

the first time at Guntur under the Superintendence of 

Rao Bahadur K.V. Pantulu (Kandukuri Veeresalinga.m) and 

his wife •••• , this was too much for the orthodox section 

which seemed to be strong at Guntur. All those who re

ceived the innocent pansupari (betel ·or Tambool) and the 

few students who dined were also put out of caste. The 

Telugu water-brahmin of the District munsif~ house 

made himself scarce. several performed 'prayaschit' 

153. K. Veeresalingam, ~weeya •••• , Part I, op. cit., 
PP• 127-28. 

154. ,the Hindu, June 7; 1910, 
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or penance and returned to their respective positions 

in society. Three gentlemen and three students are 

sti~l holding on. n 155 A five day conference was orga

nised at Guntur to discuss the question in dispute. 

several well known reformers attended it including 

Ch~ Lakshminarasimham, the Telugu poet arid a follower 

of Veeresalingam. The Hindu correspondence continued 

stating, "The conference has done one good. It made 

Guntur people think of social reform •••• A few educa-

ted men of Guntur seem to lead the opposition to social 

reforms. This is deplorable. How an English educated 

man can ever find himself in opposition to the social 

reform programmes and use the old wor~d instrument of 

excommunication against the reformers is inconceivable.n15 6 

The above passage is quoted to give an idea of the 

spread of Veeresalingam's widow marriage movement in 

Andhra and ho~ ~iscussions were taking place and how 

an awareness ~as created among people towards social 
p .. /'". . ··• 

reform. Reformers like Unnava were influenced by Veeresa-

lingam and were undertaking reform activities. Tanguturi 

Prakasam, a student at Rajahmundry, {who became a leading 

political figure during the freedom struggle and was 

the first Chief Minister of Andhra Province in 1953), 

when Veeresalingam was at the heignt of his glory• wro~e 

in his autobiography that he decided to perform the 
' 

marriage of his widow sister under the influence of 

155. Ibid, January 15, 1903. 
156. Ibid. 
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Veeresalingam's reform .movement. However• it could 

not take place as sh.e ·aied·, .. 157 

Veeresalingam was striving single handed in his 

efforts having neither .material nor human help. Appeals 

were issued by the editors of contemporary native press 

for help .• 1-58 Doubts were also being expressed by them · 

as . to whether or not the movement of widow marriage would 

co.ntinu.e after Veeresalingam' s death as he was aging. 
' < 

"When educated Bengal thus leaves the tender sapling of 

the widow marriages movement to wither away and die what 

gua~antee is there that Madras will have heart enough to 

take up the tale after the already over;.worked Rao Bahadur 

K. Veeresalingam Pantulu Garu of Rajahmundry leaves us 

for ever (which God forbid for a long time to come) ••• 
shall we. • ,. • request the :admirers of Veeresalingam and 

the friends of the cause he represents •••• to keep alive, 

aye, improve the cause by taking prompt and practical 

measures. tt159 

Two reasons prompted Veeresalingam to leave tor 

Madras in 1897. Firstly; he wanted to get his writings 

printed there and for this he purchased a press (Chinta

mani Press). The second, and probably more important, 

reason was that Madras being a cosmopolitan city with 

157. ¥: Prakasam, Na Jeevita iatra, (My life's pilgrtmage) 
Madras, 1972 P• 52. It was first published in 1946 
at Rajahmundry. 

158. H!ndu.J§nasamskarin,!, March; 1889. Also see Andhra;qra
kasilg}, June 1893. Report on Native News Papers, . 
op. cit., 1893,. 

159• Satxasawyarghagi, July, 1897. 
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larg~ heterogenous population with their respective 

cultures would afford greater opportunities ,for hi.s 

reform activities than·Rajahmlindry which was a compara

tively small and conservative place. 160 Having got his 

expectations belied.to a large extent, veeresalingam 

returned to ~ajahmundry in 1905 rather frustrated. No 

doubt he p~rformed a _few widow marriages when he was in 

Madras •. Also he was made the President of both Madras 

Social· Ref,orm Association and the South Indian Brahma 

Sama;j. · He was respected and considered as a d.istinguished 

person·by students. Yet, all these signs of recognition 

and achievement could not satisfy his restless soul.. In 

1898 the lndian social Conference met at Madras. veeresa

linga~ deli ve.red the pre sid en tial add res ~. 161 Mahadev 

Govind Ranade qonferred the title 'Vidyasaga.r of South 

India' ·on Veeresalingam. 162 .While he was in Madras 
f I ' ~ 

Veeresalingam al.so visited Ban galore and delivered lectures 

on widow marriages and theism. However, Veeresalingam 

felt tha ~ h'·e was· an alien·1 in· Madras and could not get 

much cooperation from people who according to him were 

mere talke~s and no doers. Moreover, he could not meet 

friends often as the city was a place of distances. Hence 
'' 

he left for Rajahmundry in 1905. 

160. K. Veeresa.lingam,. ~v1eeyat. u.t Part II, op. cit., p.90. 
161. see for the text in c. Y. Chintamani, op. cit., pp. 202-6 
162. K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya•u.a., Part I, op. cit., p.t23. 



One unique thing t-hat veeresalingam did at Madras 

\fas the establishment of Widows• Rome. Motte than widow 

· marr3.a.ges it was a· rema.rltable service that veeresalingam 

did for widows by not only affording them shelter but 

by giving them purposeful and useful education such.as 

crafts .and needlework. Re spent 4 thousand rupees and 

bu11 t a .widos' hom there,. At the time of his departure, 

he handed 1 t over to the Hindu Reform Association a·ii 

.tfladras and accepted only 3 thousand rupees for the 

building. It has been,said that Veeresalingam'a work in 

Madras .was achieved against greater odds than those faced 

by th.e similar establishment of 1r1idows' homes in Poona 

by Prof,~ D.K• Karve. 163 Ve~rest\lingam, who had carried 

.out single handed work .for 16 years at Rajahmundr.y in 

performin~. widow marriages• did the same in setting up 

the widowsi Home at Madrllis~ " 
'' ~. 

Be.fore he left Madras- (in 1904) Veeresalingam 

started making arrangements for the· establishment of a 

widows'' home at Rajahmunary. Widoi17s above 18 years of 
' 0 

age were to be admitted straight anu -others (below'18 
'' 

years) should have the permission of parents to be-admitted 

into the Home·. Besides general education some 'vocational 

tra.ini~g wou.ld be given.164 The Home was. named 'sree. -

Victoria \iidows' Home' and opened on 16th January, 1905. 

163. s. Nata.ra..3an, op. c1 t, ., · p. 99. -
164. Telue;u Zgana, September, 1904. · · i; •..• 

. .. ~ -
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It was meant for poor widows who were to be'fed and 
. ' "' ~ ' 

taught freely. 165 .In the newly purchased site a build-
.. • ' ! 

\ ing for. th~ wido~s Home was bull t with the liberal he~p 

of M. A1chyutaram1ah (former student of Veeresa.lingam) 

who contributed 5 thousand rupees. The Rajah of 

Pi thapur gave 12 hundred rupees towards this. Of those 

who were· ~oining as widows there were some 'fallen• 
' 

women. Veeresalingam, to save such women, opened a 
'-

Rescue home and even performed a marriage (in Vysya 

Community) for an inmate of the Rescue home. 16,6 . Veeresa

lingam found it very difficult to run the Home as it 

contained women with diverse tempa.rament£?• Strict rules 

were framed not only to discipline the inmates but to . . 
moUld their characters also. He found it rather dif-

, ficul t to run the Home which cost him 150 rupees per 

month and hence visited Bombay for collections in 1909 

when he was sixty years of age. Nevertheless what 

worried him'most was the lack of human help. In a 

letter from Madras to R. Venkatasivudu he stated that 

"more than monetary help I am much concerned about 

the lack o£ human help. I am worried the future of 

widows• Bome:167 Unnava Lakshminarayana took the 

lead in starting a widows'.Home at Guntur in 1903 

and .conducted i't efficiently for many years. It ·was 

165~ fbi(i• :anua;ry, 1905. 
166• K• Veeresalingam,· Sweeya •• , •. , Partii, op.cit., p. 359. 
167. A. Ramapati Rao; op.cit., p. ·100. 
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called "Sarada .Niketan", of which; the veteran freedom 

fighter from Andhra, Kond.a Venkatappaiah was the foun·

der President. The Zamindar of Munagala., who gave libe

ral monetary help to the Home, succeeded him as Presi

dent.168 

T:tte wido·w jnarriage movemut, by and large, was not 

much of a .success. It started with a big thru.st and 
' ' 

high hopes. However it could not infect the imagination 

of people a.nd its impact. wa~ nearly gone in less . than 

· two decades.. . The reasons are many.. Firstl:w it was a 

problem that concerned only a section of the upper castes 

of society and .thus its scope was limited. ~econdly, the 

marriages :~hat :took place were done in haste. The main 
• 

aim o~ t~~ organisers was to perform as many marriages 

as possible not having consideration for the mutual 

liking and temperamental suitability of the couples. 

Veeresalingam himse.l:f admitted this fact and stated that 

certaiiJ. major dispari t.ies between _the wife and husband 

made their marital life ruinous. 169 Thirdly, the orga .. 

nisers of this movement cared more for the performance 

of the new marriages than to take care of the married 

couples. This was one of the strong points of criticism 

against Veeresalingam.. It was al~eged by his critics 

168. ~ Konda Venkatappaiah,. ~eeyacharitra: rHyderabad, ·19665, 
P• 310, . . . 

169. K. Veeresalingam, §w~e;y;a.,...~,, Part I, op. cit., p.244. 
Similar criticism was made by R. Venkatasivudu• 
Qp. cit •• p. 142 •. 
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that he delayed the payments (allowances) to them. 

However.; Veeresalingam refuted this criticism in his 

lecture on the 'History of fresent and future condi tiona 

of widow marriage' in which he stated.that he was some-

·times runnirig into debts to pay them in time. 17° Fourthly, 

it appeared that these married couples got into the 

movement not with any idealism and reformist zeal but 

for money and greater social recogni ti:on. \ihen al1 

this did not take place to equal their expectations, 

they got disillusioned with Veeresalingam and developed 

3.ealouaies and. ill feelings. So when there arose per-

sonal differences between Veeresalingam and Atmuri 

Lakahminarasimham, over the execution of the death 

will of late l?yda Ramakrishnaiah who set apart 10 thou

sand rupees to be spent for the cause of widow marriages, 

they took sides and got themselves divided into two 

figh. tin!:$ groups. Lastly the community of people 

covered by \"lidow marriages was small and as such they . 

were in a. fix about the future of their community. They 

reliec1 literally for everything upon Veereaa~ingam and to 

.some extent on .Atmuri La.kshmin~ra.simha.m. 'The former 

became a Brahmo in 1906, after much hestitation as he was 

much concerned about these families, and Atmuri Laksh:mi• 

narasimham ceased taking any inte.rest in the problem. 

---------------------------------------·--------------------170. K • veeresalingam, ·Qoll. Works,. Vol. VII, op. cit. , 
P• 769. . 



Veeresa.lingam did create a trust, giving away all his 

properti·es to it, called Hi takarini Samaj to continue 

the reform activities. ·But .it should be noted that ;the 

Sa.maj was jus;; established {in 1908) and was in its 

infant .stage. Moreo~·er looking· after the families cove-

red by Widow marriages was one. among its many objectives. 171 

As the scope and extent of .the movement was limited 

one may not expect miracles to flo•"" from this reform. 

The nature of the cause ia such that a radical change 

or permanent utility was not anticipated from it. Similar 

movements in Bengal and Maharashtra had the same fa-'Ge. 

However,, the movement created an awareness among people 

that such evils sh'ould be eradicated and that they could 

become more rational in their thinking and independent 

in action. As an experiment of a successful struggle 

against the orthodoxy in society it was a success. The 

reformers like Veeresalingam with their middle class and 

Brahminical background could not go beyond this and demand 

for women the right for a share in the ancestral property 

even th.ough some contemporary papers were writing that 

•a portion of the husbands estate• should be given to 

the wife i~ case he married again or leaves her. 172 

171. 

172. 

See for the Appendices A and B of K. ,Veeresalingam, 
'Sweeyacharitramu' op. cit. for the Memorandum and 
trust deed of the. Hitakarini Samaj. -
~lekha, June, 1895, ;~ort on Native News Papers, 
o p. cit. • 189 5 • 
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f{.deaa . of Religious Refo:m 

Veeresalingam was a man of strong and deep religious 

ideas. He took interest .in. religious reform too as it 
' . 

was necessary for any serious reform of society. One 

of the aims of his journal 'Vivekavardhani' was "to 

teach pure religious doctrines."173 As a stu~ent he 

came. under the influence of a Brahmo, A tmu:ri Lakshmi

narasimham. who was. his teacher at Rajahmundry. Veeresa

lingam came across a book of· lecture.s by Keshub Chandra 

Sen and \vas influenced by its contents. It happened in 

1868 when Veeresalinga.m was 20 years of age. 174 Until 

then he was regularly visiting temples. Now there was 

a marked change in his views. From then on he and a 

few others of his mental make-up used to meet once in 

a week at his residence to discuss matters of religion. 175 

By 1874 Veeresalingam• s ideas on reli.gion, as in matters 

of social reform, took a definite shape and he began 

writing in his journal 'Vivekavardhani' (started in 1874) 

that right behaviour was more essential to religion than 

external observations. He gave up idolatry and began 

worshipping one God, in support of which he wrote verses 

*n the. first three issues of Vivekavardhan1. 176 He stated, 
173~ K. Veeresalingam, Sweexa.,,, Part I, op. cit,, p,81. 
174~ Ibid,, P• 60. 
175. Ibid. 
176. For verses see Ibid.t PP• 81-83. 
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"He, 

who is not visible to the eye and other external organs, 

Who assumes the shape of the soul~ 

·who is the prime mover of creation, animate- and inanimate, 

who punishes the t.ad and protects the good, 

He, 

who is omnipresent, looks on the good and the evil of 
men everywhe:re and 

who is the et.e·rnal, the birthless and the pure 

• • . .. 
He, I 

at whose will all the worlds are created• 

maintained, destroyed, 

at whose behest clu.sters.of stars hang in 
heaven.s day after day,; 

whose attributes in all their true extent are 

beyond the comprehension of any one whosoever, 

whose command sets limits to the limitless seas and 

who .feeds .the birds of the sky, the beasts of the 
earth and the fishes of the waters --

.. 

may He, the Lord Sovereign, show_er his grace UJ>On us" 177 

Also he wrote on topics like *Truth' • 'Non-violence', 

"rheisnP, 'Wisdom'. The influence of Keshub•s ideas on 

Veeresalingam could be seen in his lectures. He expressed 

177. Ibid. 
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no faith in the avatars• (incarnations) of God. Poly

theism, idolatry, and varnasrama. dharma were discount

('ehanc.ed by him. He declared t~at "Vedas. Bible and Koran 

are not true.· The miraclel therein are unbelievable."178 , 

Commenting on the same theme he denounced idolatry which 

reached such absurd limito as to the worship of animals. 

bj.rds, trees, snakes • stones and other inanima. te ob.jects,. 179 

He condemned the degeneration that had set in in Hinduism 

with its mean1ngless rituals and dressing and decorating 

God and taking idols in procession in streets. He was 

dead set a~inst caste and sub-caste divisions and the 
' 

artificial gulf between them. 180 Writing about sub-castes 

he stated,, "these su.b•divisions are not sanctioned by 

Shastras. When it is not so why should ou.r educated 

people hesitate to leap over these barriers and establish 

social relations between these innumerable divisions,.. 

Their lack of courage to do such good things as these 

make them the willing slaves of aupersti tions~.81 He 

believed in the growth and development of indi vid ua.li ty 

which according to him would lead to the progress of total 

society. · The main defect in this type of thinking was 

that he ignored the fact that society was not merely a 

178. x. Veeresalingam, .Q..9ll. 1 >Yorks, Vol. VII, op. cit., p.31. 
179 •. Ibid. t P• 60. 
180. :For example see, K. Veeresalinga.m 1 Qgll, jtorks, 

Vol •. VIII, op. cit., PP• 144•148. 
181. K. Veeresalingam, Coll. Works, Vol. VIII, op. cit., 

P• 146. • 
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collection of individual units. and that individual 
' 

growth would not automatically bring about the society• s 

progress; and on the other hand orderly and balanced 
' -

growth alone would _help society,,- Veeresa.l.ingam, proba

bly in his crusading zeal .for 1"'eform and uncompromis

ing struggle against age old customs, deplored totally 

India• Ff past ~here people were tyrannised by the 

priestly classes~ 

. Wl th theRe ideas in the backe;round Veeresc:,lingam 

started the Prarthana Samaj (prayer union) in 1878 with 

a few like-minded sou~s in Rajahmundry to worship one 

God and prs.ctlse pure theism. It was fj,rst set up in 

Vemrasalingam•s house and then it was nhifted to Vizia.• 

nagarat1 Ra3ah' s Girls School and finally \'las housed in 
.· . . 182 a sa~arate building of its own. There was nothing 

new in 1 ts in.aeption. Nevertheless, ita special. feature 

was th~ impact it created upon ·the minds of students. 

In. 1S8l Pandi t Sivanatha Sastry visited. l-ladras and on 

his way baok to Calcutta. stopped at Raja.hmundry. He 

delivered a few lectures Which-inspired the educated 

men .and youth to undertake goo.d and useful humani tar!an J 
work. Students now had their own Prarthana Samajas to 

practise Monotheistic worship.. The Prarthana. Samaj 

brought about a change of character and behaviour among 

many men. .Night schools were conducted (as in Ma.harashtra. 

182. K. Veere.salingam, SWeexau.u.,, Part I, op. cit., p.13S. 
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under the auspices of the Prarthana Samaj) for the poor 

and illiterate. 183 ~he impact of the activities' of 

'Prarthana. Samaj• was such that students in their new 

born enthusiasm to break the hold of outdated customs, 

took out their sacred threads and hung them on the 

branches of trees outside the College to provoke and 

ridicule the tradit.ionialists. 184 This resembled the 

a.cti vi ties of Derozians of the :Bengal renaissance. Siva

natha. Sastry visited Rajahmundry again in 1890 and fur

ther inspired the youth with his lectures. During this 

visit he stayed as the guest of Veeresalingam. ~he 

progress and influence of the Prarthana Samaj, though 

not visibly great and deep, couJ.d not be v.nderestimated. 

A separate Sama3 for women was esta·blished by Veeresa

lingam in Rajahmundry. Similar Samajas (the Theistic 

Centres) were established in a number. of places like 

Ka.kinada; Maeulipatam; Guntur, Parlakimidi, Peddapuram.18' 

A general atmosphere of rationalism and aversion to 

idolatry was prevalent. By the.ir acti viti es the Prartharia 

Samajas paved the way and prepared the minds of people 

for social reform. The Prarthana Sama;j \lias di :f'ferent 

from B:ra.hmoism as the former did not insist upon its, 

members to give up their caste. Its chief :features 

were in the form of worship which vtas congregational, 

183. Ibid.,-p~ 168 •. 
184. v. Suryanarayana Rao, op. cit., P• 

R4' Venkate,si vudu, op. cit .• , .P• 22. 
t85. Qb.in.:tamanL,. March-April, 1893. 

.. 14 ........... 

167. Also see 
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with songs follol'ied by sermons and prayers. This 

was different from Hinduism and so it caught the 

imagination of the people. Also the. Sama~j did not 

aecep·t the. Vedas as Divine Revelation and questioned the 

age•long traditions. A.ll this appeared to the orthodox 

se.ctions as irreligious and Veeresalingam was even 

dubbed as an a.theist.186 The~work ,of Prartha.na Sa.maj 

was in a way more effective than the Bra.hmo Samaj in 

Bengal, The Brahmos remained as ar1 elite and their 

teachings did not reach the lovter strata of society. · 

!fhe Pra.rthana. Sama.j had its influence over a. "large 

section of the society and removed or lessened the power. 

of the social customs. •187 It could not be compared . 

with 1;he Brah.mo Sa.ma.j which t1a.s a socio-religious move

ment• The Prarthana Samaj was more a protest against 

idolatry -and expounded the worship of. the God who is 

one w.ithout a second. It brought many youngmen ·together., 

. especially students. They could not work unitedly and 

achiev-e much and -gave up 1 ts ideals when they entered 

real life after their studies. Like the widow marriage 

movement (a social reform), the Pra.rthana sama.j (e. reli· 

gious reform! failed to register satisfactory progress as 

both of them gradua,lly aecltnea when oppos1 tion to them 

186. R. Venkatasivudu, op .. cit., P• 41. 
187. J .. Gurunatl1am, op. clt., p. 142 •. 
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waned. They would live and thrive only in adverse , 

circumstances •. 

Veeresa.lingam's efforts to establish a theistic 

high School bore fruit in 1908. .It reql.tired a well-

located and cot'lvenient premises and :for this the Rajah 

of Pithapur donated 70 thousand rupees .. 188 The School 

buildings were opened by Herambachandra Maitra, the 

principal of City College of Calcutta and the School was 
" 

named after Veeresalingam according to the \"'ishes of Rajah 

of Pithapur. The School had certain special features. 

Firstly it was co-educational., perhaps first of 1 ts kind 

in Andhra. This example was later adopted by the College 

authorities at Kakinada~·189 The girl students were exemp-
. . 

ted from the payment of fees. Secondly, the School admit-

ted Harijanr. boys who were also exempted from the School 
.'--

fees, This measure created stir in· society as even the 

missionary schools did not admit Ha.rij;ans in those days. 190 

~he School became popular and consequently the local mis

sionary high School had to be demoted as a middle School. 

The School curriculum .included among other subjects, music; 

painting and sewing, and crafts useful for women in their 

homes. 

188. 

189. 

190. 

Sriram Virabrahmakavi, op. cit •. : Also mentioned in 
K.Veeresalingam•s Sweeyacnaritramu, Part II, P• 352. 
R. Venkataratna.m, op. cit., p• 20~ Also see for exam
ple K. Su.ryanarayana, op. cit., p. 29~ 
Sweeya~.!...!. Part _II, op. cit., p. 352. 
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Veer.esalingam clearly showed a preference to 

Brahmoism from his student days. As mentioned earlier 

he was the president of South Indian Brahmo Samaj. Yet 

he did not become a Brahmo until 1906 as he thought that 

it would come in t11e way of his reform activities. 19 1 

The B:r.ahmo Sama~ was started in South India in 1871 by 

one youngman Sreedharulu Naidu Who went· to Bengal and 

returned after being influenced by leaders of Brahmo 

Samaj th~re. 19 2 Earlier a Veda Samaj was established 

· by two advocates of .Madras, Rajagopa.lacharyulu ·and Subba

rayalu Chetty who v1ere influenced. 'by the lec·t;ures of 

Kesh.u.b Chandra Sen at lVIadras in 1864. 193 Again after 

the visit. of Sivanatha Sas-try to Madras in 1881,. the Brahmo 

Samaj was :rr&:vived a1~d organised well under the leade~-· 

ship of f.llannava Butchiah P.antulu and R. Venka taratnam 

Naidu. ~hese two, along with Desiraju Fedabapiah in 

wl~om the Bre.hmo flame burnt the brightest, helped 

Veeresalingam in his reform activities. Pedabapaiah who 

read extensively in \'lest ern liberal thought and. the 

Brahmo scriptures and who visited Calcu~ta twice and 

came into contact with the reformers there was easily th·e 

greatest of Drahmos in Andhra. He gave up the sacred 

19·1. · fw.a:~-P· 21a. .---:---
192. Yigp~n~~ar~§~amu, op. cit. Vol. III. p. 574. Pandit 

Shivanatha Sastx·y mentioned the same fact in his 
~His tort of the· ~rahmo Samaj (second edition) Vol.I, 
Calcutta, 1919, p .• 173. 

19;. Ibid. Also see T. Venkatasubbarao, op. cit .. , P• 106, 
ir.t 'Vlhich verses are cited from Br~?~hma Prakasika, a. 
:Brahmo journal published from Madras in 1880' s10· It 

1/. .. r . '../{" 
if( ~ . ... .., ,/01-t ') :::.1 

<.. ~.,r )~J 
. J..-."'l/ 

~ .. -" ,;ft;l 
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thread and became a Brahmo in 1905 and thus set an 

example to Veereaalingam to follow suit after·some time. 

Easily' this young man was leader to Veereaalingam in 

this regard. Veeresalingamt's decision to turn, into a 

Brahmo, practising the ideas of pure theism was · s~~eng:.. 

thened when Pedabapaiah came to Rajahmundry and joined 

Veeresalingam with a view to·help him in his activities. 1 ·94 

Wnen Pedabapaiah threw away his sacred thread he performed 

the •sraddha' of his mother according to Navvidhan method 

of Brahmoism and the ·ceremony was conducted by Veeresa.

lingam.195 Moreover, a cosmopolitan dinner was arranged 

at Pedabapaiah's residence which veeresalingam attended. 

lt t'ias remarked that this set the Godavari river on fire. 19 6 

Its consequences were such that Pedabapaia.h was totally 

boycotted by society, had no house to live in and hence 

.stayed with Veeresalingam for some time, and when he died 

prematurely in 1908 at the young age of 30 at Madras, he 

had nobody to nu.rse him or help him. Veeresalingam also 

performed h.is father's 'Sraddha* according to Brahmo 

method and.arranged a cosmopolitan dinner on. that occas

sion too. 197 This he followed up by relinquishing the 

194. 
195. 

196• 
197• 

D. Pedabapaia.h, op. cit., PP• 135-37. 
From the diary of Desiraju Pedabapaiah 
cited in·n. Pedabapaiah, op. cit., pp. 
Ibid., P• 108. 
The dinner was·arranged on 15.2.1906. 
l~ngam, Sweexa 1 ;u.:..t Part II, op. cit., 

' 

dated 21,8.1905 
100-01 

See K. Veeresa
P• 289. 
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sacred thread also and as a result two of the Brahmin. 

inmates o£ the widows home left it. 198 As expected,this 

a.ot of Veeresalingam created much controversy and the 
·. ' I 

ort.hod ox section took advantage of ".1 t by denouncing 

his reform activity. They s "''arted a fortnightly 

9Hindudesabhivardhani' e.nd abused Veeresa.lingam alleging 

that r.e deceived Hind 11 widows who joined his Home with 

hig..~ hopes and ruined their future. 199 Even his well 

wishers and former students were unhappy about this, for 

they thought that by thi,s step the remarried people 

were left hopeless 'and leaderless and con~~quen tly went 

back to the Hindu. fold where they could not enjoy the 

same status as bef'ore. 200 

;toliti£al Ideas 

Bo·rn in the pre-1857 period. Veeresali.ngam grew to 

manhood in the second half of the 19th century. He was 

a typical 'representative of the early Indian nationalism. 

It is not correct to say, as some people are inclined. to 

think. that veeresalingam was socially a progressive but. 

politically a reactionary or pro-British. At best he 

\/ 

can be classified as a moderate among· Indian nationalists 

without their strong and trenchant critic ism of the :British 

198~ Ibid~, p. 290. 
199~ Ibid., pp. 300-01. 
200. V. Suryana:rayana Raot op. cit.,, p. 168. 
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rule. Like Ranade and other great social reformers 

of his age, he was·a patriot and desired political 

freedom. No doubt, he glorified the ben-efits of the 

British rule. He. strongly believed that the British 

rule was a God:given boon to India. "The fact that 

~~e are meeting and fearlessly discussing political 

issues to-day is due to the benevolence of God-given 

British rule over us in the interests of our countryn,. 201 

He extolled the numerous benefactions conferred by . the 

British administration on the backward Indian society .• 

He ws.s convinced that the elements of civilisation 

introduced by the British Go-..rernment like the English 

education, well-knit admittistration, civil and criminal 

courts t modern means of communications and other sci en ti-

· · fie advantages would place the British rule as a great 

benefactor in historical perspective. 202 The contri

bution of the British rule, though unconscious, to the 

forces that moulded Indian national~sm need not be ignored. 

Lala Lajpat Ra1, considered a fire brand in his days• 

said, refer~ing to the foundation of the Indian National 

Congress,+ ..... "The methods of the English. Gov-ernment in 

201 .• K~ Veeresalingam, :P..P.li.~u Works, Voi. VIII, op.. cit., 
P• 9, Veeresaling"a.m m?-de thi·s sta·tement during t:he 
lecture he delivered o.n 'The National Congress and 
.its aims'.; 

20Z. Ibid •• PP• 10·13 • 

• 
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India, th~ir educational system, their press, their 

laws, their cot:lrts, their railways, their telegraphs, 

their post•off'ices,. their steamers had as much to do 

\>Jith it as the Indians' love of country ..... n203 

Hov11ever, Veeresalinga,m hastened to <? .. dd that this 

would not mean the Bri tinh rule was ·perfect and fault-

less. He compaped the relationship bet\1.1eeri the British 

Go-vernment e.nd . Indian people to one th.a t exists between 

1
moth_er. and chi~a. T~e cl~ild a~cording to him (India), 

1 was perfectly JUStif~ed ~n ask~ng for freedom and the 
. - . 

mother (England) would gi:ant all tha.t the child deserves. 204 

He wanted people to rely upon the British to introduce 

constitutiona~ reforms to ~msure peace, justice and good 

government. However, the freedom he wanted WE~.s not com

plete political freedom to the na tlort. He feared tha. t 

if the British were to leave India, it would result in 

lawlessness and disorder. He stated, "Because of the 

B:ri t.ish rUle there are no civil wars and th~re is peace 

a11d order in our country. If ·the British were to entrust 

the, whole political povter and responsibility of the manage

ment of state affairs to Indians even for one year, India 

would soon (within months) be Balkanized into many war• 

I~ng 
203'. 

204. 

factions ~e~ulting in the infighting be~ween d}f-
Lala Lajpat Rai• Xoung Indi~ {New Delhi, 1968), p. 108. 
(First published in 1916}, 
K. Veeresaling?~, 'National Congress and Its Aims', 
Qg,!,l,., vlorks, Vol. VIII. op. cit.~ p. 16. 



-126-

ferent religions, castes and nationalities. .!he illi

terate majority vJould brand the educated minority as 

·•a theists and evil-doe:rs and suppress them and revive 
' . 

the dying social evils and tradi tiona. All this ulti-

mately v,1oUl<1 result in anarchy., Hence in order to avert 

this catastrophe befalling our nation, let us pray God 

to en sure the British. rule over us for ever" • 20 5 Reno e 
' the freedom that he wanted was of limited character 

wi.thin the general framework of th~, British empire. Even 

about this, in the early stages, he did not have clear-

cut ideas for he did not specify as to the type of rela

tionship that should subsist between England and India. 

He pleaded for the representation of Indians in the 

local government institutions and also in the Viceroy's 

council. He put the blame upon the local government 

Officials -- revenue, police and judiclal -~ for all 

the ills of the people and pleaded for the reform of 

the~~e officials which would secure clean administrationj,. 

He saw no use in criticising the laws of the Government 

\tlhen the.ir implementation was defective and corrupt at 

the local level. 206 Prom this it appears that he had. no 

proper grasp of -;~",j.·J nature of the British colonial ·rule 

and the foundations on which it was laid. He could not 

2o5~"'rtrci .. ~-p'P~ ·r1:rs. --· -
206,. K. Veeresalingam, (.§!!!§Y...§:..z~ Part I, op. cit., P• 80. 
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appreciate the fact that, after all,· the officials were 

a part of' the larg~r system of State .machinery. 

In its earlj.est phaae Indian na tionalisro :reflected 

the hopes and aspirations of the upper strata of society -

the rising industrialists, progressive lana owners and 

well-to-do intelligentsia.. The f'ounders of the Indian 

N·ational Congress, Dadabhai r~aoroji, Pherozeshah Meh·ta, .. 
Rbmesh Ohanaar l)utt and others belonged to this class. 

Veeresalingam too was a representative of this class. 

These .leaders swore loyalty to the British crown. They 

e,xtolled the blessings of British rul.e. They desired the 

establishment c-f Parliamentary system in India. They 

expected the Bri tiah to give a helping hand. in this res• 

pect. 

As a typical representative of the rising Indian 

bourgeoisie, Veeresali.ngam evinced great enthusiasm for 

Swadeshi as earJ.y as 1880. He advocated the manufacture · 

and use of Indian products. Five year.s be fore the birth 

of the Indian National Congress he w:x·ote: ·"Almost all the 

clothes worn by the rich as well as the ppor are manufac

tured in England. As they are produced with machines; 

they are available at cheap prices. Hence everyone has 

given up buying S\.,ade~h.i cloth; they are all buying 
\ 

clothes manufactured iri'Europe. Or.ores of rupees that are 

spent every year in the p,urcha.se of foreign cloth are thus 
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n.owing out o:£ our country into foreign lands. The 

~esul t i.s_, our country is becoming poorer and poorer. 

· I.f on the other hand, textile mills are set up in our 

cou.n try, all that mon~y will. remain here. The time 

has come when the educated people should shed their 

stupid attraction for, services and realise the need for 

entering other trades,.n207 He realised, though vaguely 

that, there was •drain• of resources from out of India 

and he desired the prof! ts to accrue to the Indian en-

trepreneu.rs. 

Veeresalingam was one of the delegates elected 

to attend the third session of the Indian National 

Congress held at Madras in 1887• However, he attended 

the session not as a delegate since he was advised not 

to do so, as he was a teacher in the Government se1zv1ce • 

. In the speech delivered at Rajahmundry on the Congress 
'11\~ 

(referred above) he spoke of the rights o~people an~ 

how the Congress aimed at striving for those rights. 

The founders of the Congress fondly hoped that the 

Bri tishers would help ln securing these rigt;ts. Veeresa

lingam too nurtured such hopes. He stated, nAt a time 

when we were steeped in i·gnorance, when we did not know 

our rights, they taught us ho\11 to demand them; they 

helped us. attain maturity. How can such benevolent and 

207~ Jiv~~avardh,ani, April, 1880. 
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kin~·hearted people fail to bestow on ue those rights 

when we be<?ome qualified for t.hem. n208 

It is with such an understanding that the Congress 

functioned during the first two decades. During this 

period no basic demand for self-government, leave aside 

independence • was advanced by the Congress. Then 

only demand was for a greater degree of Indian represen

tation within the British system of government. Increase 

in the number of elected representatives in the Vice

roy•s and Governor's Legislative Councils, competitive 

examinations for the I.c.s., to be held simultaneously 

in. India also, abolition of income tax on all those 

earning less than Rs.1000/·, reimposition of the 
' . ~ . 

import duty on foreign textiles, establishment of in• 

stitutions for technical education,, abolition of judi

cial powers given to district collectors, were some of 

the main demands of the Congress in tho,se d~ys. 

Veeresalingam also voiced the same demands in his speech 

on the Congress, and in his journal Vivekavardhani~09 

208. K. Veeresalingam, .Q.Q1l. Works, Vol. VIII, op. cit,, 
pp. 15-16. 

209, It is contended "that the income tax does the country 
a great deal of harm. ·A person with an income of 
Rs. 500/- or £35 a year must pay this tax in India, 
while people with an income below £150 are in England 
exempt. from it. n Jiel2ort.J21l Native lYl!.Ws ~anerf}. 
op .• cit., June, 1890. · 



Judging from the present day standards, the demands 

of the early nationalist mo1rement may appear too sub

missive. lt should not, however, be assumed from the 

tone of these declarations that the early Congress 

leaders were reactionary. On the contrary, they re ... 

rep:ct::sented at that time, the most prog:r·essive force 

in Indian society. So long as the peasantry did not 

becllme an organised force, so long a.s the working class 

remained a nascent force, the rising industrialis'; 

class was the most progressive force in India. They 

and their ideological spokesmen {the educated middle .. 

class) strove hard tor social reforms, for enlightenment, 

ed uca ti on, industrialisa:~i on and technical progress. 
• I, 

The ~ducated ·intelligentsia of those days derived in

spiration .from the Congress resolutions. And veeresa

lingam was no exception. 

Veeresa.linga.m belonged to that section of' the 

reformers Who believed that the social reform should 

take place along with political reform, .if not precede 

it. In this he was one with 1;he Maharash trian r.efo.r- · 

mers, Ranade, Bhanda.rkar; Malabari and others. He held 

the view that when social evils like ignorance, super

stition, caste and sub-caste systems were prevalent, 

~!\ere l"ras no, .. u.s.~ in,.Jie .. ca;!!Ut.noli tic~,t~dom. 210, 
21 o. .K, -Veere salingam, .Q9ll.4. works, Vol. VIII, op, cit. , 

P• 5. . -



He did not tolerate those nationalists who, according 

to him, caring little for -t;ha social evils that were 

eating into the vitals of Tel'ugu society, confined 

their activities to political agitation. He subjec

ted them to biting cri ticisni.. He wrote, •No doubt 

i't. is very essential t? strive for pO'li ti·aal rights. 

But, we are of the opinion that, keeping aloof from 

crucial· pro·blems .lik·e refO!o'm ·Of the caste-system 1 

while being active in striving for political rights. 

is not co11ducive ·to our co:untry' s welfare • • • • Those 

who are h.eroe.s in tofordy wars about polltical rights 

are cowards on questions of socia~ reform like caste-

. system.. This is not without reason~ In the first 

place, i-t is easy to criticise from a distance the 

acts of the Governor-General or the Secretary of State 

or the Governor ln the second , those who expose 

the evils among the people 1 become objects of their 

anger and abuse, and bear several hardships. One 

generally chooses a path without hardships and which 
; 

ear-a.s him reputation. n 211 Veeresalingam.1 in saying SOt 

fadled to understand that in. I_ndia wl th i.ts variet~r 
. -

ta..t'"ld multi tude' of problems, only political issues would 

move the general mass of Indian people towards progress. 

-
211 • .!i.:tS"Jg::i.y:a.rdhani, September, 1885. 



Perhaps the loeal problems also heAl a. bearing on the 

mind of Veeresalin.gam a.na influenced his thought.. !t 

shcu.l~ be noted. t~at Nya.p~ti .sul,bf.tn.o P.o.n tu.lu ttm.o was 

a. elose a.~soo1!t\te of 1teereaa"lingam in his reform. act.!• 

vit1*s broke awa-a' .front l;dm ·ana astablit~lled a Hindu 

s~.m~J r:t.nd oolla.'bomted Wi,tn the a~tivit:.tes of theo99ph1• 

oal u O·Ji~'liY Qf Idl.:iil~ :Eesat¥.:t who v1 ¥i taJd Jtaja.hmundry to 
• r ( ~~~r~~. 

delJ. voz· let:taras on 111l'lle osophy f at tl\e in vita tion ot 

th'Z' San1a;t.f1 ~ · t~ye.pat.l Sttb1la l\ao l'·antulu who later 

beeamtl! the c;~n-:>:ca.l aacretnry of the A.I .c .c., broke 

.a~ay from Ve~1'eealingaJn beca.UJ3e hia brother,' lltlder 

the 1nfl.u~nce ot. VeeHsalin(:am, matti\iid a widow. ~ie· 

was oDe ot the Widow marriages, performed by Veeresa .. 

lingattl, to which subba. RaG .?tmtulu citd not give his 

.spprova-1. 21 ' 

5y the time ··vtferesal,.nga.m. returned to Ra~a.hmnndey 

.tram M19Atae ( 1905) there was a change of atmosphere at 

Rajahtnund:ry. lt t1as not the same old pla.ce where he 

enjoyed maximum support for his aattvi ti.es ft'Om students, 

and CV:'ln amottg the elders the ear.l!.e;r z~al :for ref'om 



was absent. Due to the influence wielded by the Hindu 

Samaj (mentioned above) among the educated, apathy 

towards social reform had increased. stopping the 

subscription £or the •Indian social Reformer' to the 

- reading room in the town hall was .cited by Veeresalingam 

as an indication of the changed mood. 21 4 By 1905 

conditions in India changed radically. The growing 

sweep of the nationalist movement reflected a more 

militant mood. The idea, that petitioning to the 

Gove!'!lme:'lt fo.r petty reform.s had got played out, slowly 

gained ground. Tilak*s slogan "Swaraj is my birth 

right" became the clarion call to the countrymen. Lord 

Cu.rzon • s decision to partition Bengal added fuel to 

the fire. The Swadeshi movement, started in Bengal 

under the aegis of the Congress, spread~ to the 

Andhra Districts. Bepin ·Chandra Pal, the Bengali 

fire-eater,, came to Andhra and Addressed mammoth 

meetings in towns like Rajahmlllldry and Xakinada. 

Though militant in its nature, this movement had a re

vivalist colour about 1 t which was characterised by 

Jawaharlal Nehru asi "Socially speaking, the revival 

of Indian national.i.sm in 1907 was definitely reactionary~21 5 

This trend in,the nationalist movement took Veeresa-

214. Ibid,, P• 273, 
215 •. Jawaharla~ Nehru. ~ Auto'Qj.ogra~hl!: {New Delhi, 1962), 

p. 24. (Fl.rst publJ.shed in 1936 • 
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lingam, who was already a loyalist among moderates, 

further away from the main stream of the nationalist 

movement. Instead of criticising this trend and still 

be associated with. nationalists, he moved away from 

them failing to keep himself abreast of the times. 

Referring to the reactions of the speech of Bepin 

Chandra Pal on the youth, which roused the passions of. 

youngmen against the British government, he wrote in 

his autobiography: "they (youngmen) considered me to 

be anti-patriotic; they -did not consider me as fit for 

moving with patriots like themselves. They treated me 

as an outcaste, and stopped moving :freely wi til: me. 216• 

The speech of Pal created much stir in Rajahmundry. 

students, wearing Swadeshi badges and holding flags 

,in their hands, went round the town shouting 'Vande 

mataram•. For violating the orders of the local Govern

ment College principal, Mark Hunter, and participating in 

·the procession and the public meeting ·Of Bepin Chandra 

Pal• Gadicharla Harisarvottama Rao (the student leader), 

and several other students were expelled .from the College. 21 7 

Later on Harisarvottama Rao wa~ tried for sedition (the 

first case ·Of sedition in the Madras presidency during 

216. 
217. 

K. Veeresalingam ·~~ia. .... , Part II, op. cit., pp.308-Q3. 
M. Venkatarangaiah, ed. ;Ere§dom Stru~gle in Andh.m 
;erad,Sh (Andhra) Vol. II, {1906-1920 A.D.) (Hyderabad, 
1969 , PP• 52-53. 



·· the na.tlonaliet movement) and convietea. In November 

1908 Veerese.Ungam went to give tEuJt.tmony at ·the eed1• 

ticn tr1(t.]. ot c. llari.sn.rvothama nao. ·the principal leader 

of Apr.tl '1901 stuaent revolt: 1ft ~a3almit£Cdey-. some ot 

Hariaartothruna. Pe)·o's newspapilu? artl.cles challengeiJ. the 

government which acelar.~d .tlul ·pieces seettious. . veeresa

lingnm• c tom.timon:y ·helped. tc eon viet Ra:r·~.aarvothnma aa.o. 21S 

All thi.s 1nfoma.t1on dia zu)t find place 1n Veeresa.

linsnm•s auto'biograpb.y. trhough generally considered as 
. . 

a well wisher· of students. Veerasalinsam did not· cond.emn 

the action of the principal in expell1.cgt a number of 

atu4ents from tb.e Coll.ege. Moreover, his teatimonr in 

:the s.e4iti(Jn case oould be considered Q8 a ser1ou.o iesu.e 

but for the tact that manlf· leadore of the Congress auring 

th1a tlm.e diftere4 with tho mill tant trends in nattonali.fl!l 

wh1ch·:uluutel1 resulted in a crisis at the surat 

. Ooagraa.s in t907, l-'fhicll. enda4 .tn a pa.o4f;!monium,. Veeresa• 

·liogam was averse to violent methods. Ref~rt'il'lg to a . 

aatiotlelist'a speech at Dhimavaram, he wrote: •It wae 

unbearable tn:u ane to 1uta.r him S.ititu:tling ·to mnke 1Engl1sh• 

manis l)J.oo4 flow .tn s'f;reams.n219 

-· 5 t -·-· Jil i . .... J lfiiP I- -.- ....... ..-. ........... --'i-1 ·-·· -· --· -t ·-----· -· -~~-· ---

2.1s. ~~~~~4tial:S~ ~~LR"-E!t .. ,~ .~u, I ~g,, 

219. rt .• V.aei'eGal1nt1a&nt J}1Ji~i!f!;«.t&At Part 11 1 op. c1 t. 1 P• 522. 

•· 



condemnation o:f Khudiram Bose, a Bengal revolutionary, 

as a traitor and murderer, an~ removed his photograph 

{put up during his stay at Madras) from the reading 

room of the town hall at Ra.jahmundry and proru's~ly 

apologised '\;o the district collector at whose instance 

he acted. 220 

The conferring of the title ·of Rao Baha.dur on 

Veeresalingam and his acceptance of it in 1893221 

went to prove further that he was a loyalist among . . 

nationalists and may be classified perhaps as an 

a.nglophil~. 

Purifier of Pu'Qlic Life 
- -· 

The part playeq by Veeresalingam in purifying 

the public life in Andhra was notable. The Andhra society 

in the later half of the 19th century was still feudal 

in che.racter. }lence the diehard feudal customs and age 

long traditions held their tight grip over the mental 

make-up of the people. The advent of western knowledge 
r. 

and the g~owth of soc~ety along the path of ~stern 
' I 

ci.vilisation brought in new vistas of opportunities 

in public life. With the spread of education and with 

the establishment of courts and government offices edu

cated Indians were being recruited into these establish-

220. Ibid~, p~ 321. 
221. Ibid., P• 71, 

• 
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men ts. It was tran si ti on. per.i od during which the 'old • · 

set of values were giving place to the 'new•, The lure 

of position and pelf led to evi;.ls. in pu.blic life such as 

nepotism, corruption and the like. The, British officials 

occupying key posts at the higher larel depende,d upon their 

subordinates who were mostly Indians, and these became 

corrupt. The local self governing agencies like munici

palities, district boards and taluk boards were not func

tioning properly even within their limited jurisdiction 

of power and autonomy. The .natives who became members 

of these bodies cared very little for the general-welfare 

ana. did nothing to improve the tone of ·their function

ing. Veeresalingam worked With a missionary zeal to 

combat these evils and improve the standard of public 

life in Andhra. This was .in. fact one 'of the aims in 

starting his ;journal Vivekava:rdhani. 222 While explain

ing the objects of the journal, he declared thus: "In 

those days it was a very common practice among officj.als 

to take bribes, and not to acept them was a dishonour. 

All were under the belief that bribery, far from bei.ng 

immoralt was the natural function of the official. 

Therefore, one obje-ct of the journal was to stop bribery 

among the officials* But bribe:ry cannot cease without 

the moral standard being raised both among the people 

222. K. Veeresalingam, ~~~.l:.au •• , Part I, op. cit., P• 79. 
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that offer bribes and the officials that accept them. 

Hence to infuse a moral tone among the people·waa a 

second object of the jqu.rnal• But how can moral! ty 

ad~ce among ~he people, so 'long as practices like the 
. ' entertaining of the nautch ,girls, are not looked upon 

8:S evil 'things? So to reform social customs was its 

third o~ject.n223 Vivekavardhani, though not l.iterally 

the first journal. in. Telugu--prior to that about ha~f-

a dozen journals existed which were e~ther news sheets 

or peJ:>iod.icals with a limited purpose-was yet the first 

journal devoted to a thorough-~oing soc~aJ. ~egen·era tion. 

Though modest in size it was.not .feeble. It. was more or 

les.s a one-man show. Veeresalingam was its l.i:f'e ·and · 

soul--the editor, the printer, the publisher, the 

proof-reader--all rolled in one. To start with, it 

was a monthly, in 1876 it became a fortnightly and 

later weekly. Its popularlty was such that i.t acquired 

its own press in 1875. Thus he earned the high 

praise as the founder of journalism in Andhra and 

the •master artist• who used journals as the effective 

-·----------------------------------------------------------
223;. Ibid.,· PP· eo-a1. 
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media of dissemenating the ideas of reform and 

modernism,. 224 

Outlining his task as edi'tor and the hard.ships 
- . 

he .faced, he wrote in one of the early issues of Viveka

vardhani: lflf bribery is condemned the local officials 

would be enraged; if concubinage is disapproved of, the 

rakes o£ the town would become angry; if dead customs 

are criticised and attacked the.ignoran~· and the illi

terate would feel unhappy; if the external forms of 

religion (rituals) are denoun,ced, the priestly classes 

would be displeased - if the journal were to justify its 

existence, i·t has to defy such a \"lide range of peop~·e. tt 225 

224. K. R. Seshagiri Rao ed. ~t.ug;Les ill, the Hiptory gf 
Telugu J~urn.al,.i§.!Q lNew Delhi, 19'68, t p .• 150. Also 
see s. Natarajant IIistgry of •• tl;t;e, ;eresja in India 
(New Delhi, 1962J, p. ·19,, where Veeresalingam . 
Pantulu is described as ttthe father of Telugu 

~journalism". And also see J. Natarajan, Risto~ 
af Indian J urnal sm Part II· o:f the Report o.f the 
Press Commission, New Delhi, 1955), p .• 201, which 
stated' that Veeresalingam made a beginning in Telugu 
Journalism through his Vivekavardhani. A similar 
view was expressed by 'Ohronicler' in an artiale 
'Telugu Journalism, Leaders and Landmarks' in 

V.R.G•K,M, Prasad et al, ed. Half wax (Vljayawada; 
1958). 

225. K~ veeresalingam, §weeya, u t·, Part I; op,. cit. • 
p, 81. 
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.It did defy and carrys 14 on its tirade against these . ~ . . . 

evils. An instance in this connection is worth men• 

tioning.. The district munsif£ at Rajahmundry during· 

this period (1878)· wasP. Sriramulu. He was notoriously 

corrupt. There was a novel method of quoting sections by 

V'akils (advocates) in the court namely that i:f a tr'a.kil 

mentioned Section 200. it was meant an amount of two · 

hundred rupees to be paid to the munsiff as bribe. The 

other V'akil might mention section 300 which meant that 

he was prepared to pay an .amount of three hu..ndred rupees. 

Likewise., the bidding would con ti11ue until the munsi ff 

decl<=•red in favour of one section, Moreover, this 

munsiff was not writing judgemer1ts.. Instead he made 

the Govern.men t 'Vakil C.jl Kamaraj u, who . happened to be 

his brother-in-law, write judgements,. 226 Veeresa

lingam resolved to pu.t an end to this. He not only ex;.. 

posed them in the journal but also he caught hold of 

one original manuscript of the judgements prepared by 

the Government Wakil. He wrote in his journal, "Our 

acting district munsiff is P. Sriramulu Garu •••• ~ In 

violation of the long standing. orders and rules of 

practice, on the point, he takes up the trial of not 

less than two cases simul. taneously. He directs his 

226. The whole incident is narra.ted in detail in Ibid., 
PP• 112•15. 



attention to one case before him and entrusts a goomastha 

with the conduct of the second. case. He must observe 

that this sort of procedure is very objectionable and 

detrimental to pub.lic justice •.•• , .He never takes the.m . 
up in the order or the serial number in which they stand. 

in the register of suits. Another circumstance that we 

may note down is the way in.which judgements are pro-

.nounce4 and dated. They say that long after the cases 

were heard., reserJJ.ng judgements, he \'lould one day deliver 

them putting a previous date ••••. .,_,....,._ he holds the court 

in the room or hall seating himself on a bed spread on the 

floor with pleaders, goomasthas, clients, etc., standing 

or sj_ tting around him, thus presenting altogether a 

disorderly appearance •••• we feel confident that this 

may not fail to rouse the attention of the higher au.tho-

....,l. ~--ie~ . . n227 
..... ·\J..J-,. ......, ·• • ·• • The l<tadras Government :Orderec1 the High 

Cotlrt to enquire in to this and Veeresalingam proved his 

charges \!Ti th the copy of the judgement as proo£. Antici-

pating serious consequences the government vakil, Kamaraju, 
1 

committed suicide by taking poison and the district 

munsiff, Sriramulu,had a sudden death. 228 Thus death 

saved both of them from :punishment. Another evil which 

he successfully exposed and set right wo.s the practice of 

grant:i.ng sunnuds (pattas} to anybody and everybody to enrol 
227 .. y;vekaxar@a,Jli., April, 1877. · 
228, K. · Veeresalingam, Swee;m., u• Part I, op. cit-.., 

PP• 133-34. . 



a.s \ak1ls through g!'ving bribes to the dintrlct 3ttdio1al 

authorities •. Nearly e1~)1t7 new vakila were controlled 
' ' . 

· who had no even working kn.O\o'lledge of EnglJ.eh. veeresa• 
' . 

11ngam exposed this boldly through the ooiwnna of his 

journal. 229- !he High Oou.~t aut~u;f1ties 1 krU>W1Dg that 

the· malpractices occurred, w1 thdrew the s~~1\uds 1saue4 

to the new vakils. 

Vee~·~aalln~tt.a..m wn~ a . .fea.~less jottmal1st.. Dut he. 

wa mort! ;.t an ~ngeliat tban a joumaJ.iet in his writ..;. 

1ngs,. li~ did not ep$trt attybcdy ...... l~ie;'h or lo~r-!ri his 

3ourn~l if he cor.isid~red that ttha.t th~By HS:t."e doing was 

np't: t}Ondttoi v~ to sooia.l ·well-being.. On or~ a oocaaion he 

·~ri tioisetl the zanlS.:ndar. of ?olav·s.rnm in etrong terme tor 

giving up hi.~ f'§;ret wife .and marr.ying a. tan year ola a;trlf30 

Th~ Z~!ndar ot Polnvara~ ~1:?.8 fomarly syrapa.the-t!Q to the 

cau.ae of. etoeial rofor.m and widtnt ma:er.iag$fh ;-te also bad 

t\onated thottsanlt :r.upeGs to w!do\'ra' home~· started by 

· Veareaa:U.ngam~ itO\i<JVOrt, he later on shiftth1 his. earller 

stf.md ana started nppo~ing sooi~l reform act:Lv! ties. He 

became the ehief patron .,t a j~urnal. Aryema.tha. 1lodhin1, · 

aevoted mainly to oritlc:tsi:ng people wonine for social 

reform and also to promote obeeurant1sm in soetety. 

VeeresalinGam was severely criticised for his ~enunciation 

'229~ *rbia:·~ ·. "i". '1 oa:· .• •. -· 
2:50. Sa. tyava.(llni. Mnreh., 1905 t Oi teet i.n K • Veereaalingam, 
~t Part lit op. cit"'' P• 202. 
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of the zamindar in the columns of Aryamatha Bodhini 

the editor of which was a pronounced opponent of Veeresa

lingam both in matters of social reform and literature. 231 

To show .what impression his wri tinge in the 

journal created on his contemporaries the following 

passage may be quoted: "I get very nervous whenever I 

read some of -the articles of your p:t.per when you attack 

big men. I :f'e~r in any one of the occasions you will 

get into trouble. You have many enemies • , • • I do 

not advis'e you to get .into a row with Magistrate and 

criminal judges •••• n232 

Thus veeresalingam set the tone for healthy tradi

tions in Telugu journalism. Several of his contem• 
• 

poraries started journals which drew the attention of 

the Government on several issues like the extreme 

poverty of the people, the burden of heavy taxation, 

wasteful expenditure on the army and ciVil administra

tion, corruption among officials; neglect of the educa

tion of the masses and of medical facilities,. growing 

231. 

232. 

see J. Purushottam, Kasibhatta Brahyayva ~ast~ 
Jeevitha Charitramu (Kakinada, 1936~ •. K. Brabmayya 
Sastry started Aryamata Bodhini in 1905. He was 
one of the arch opponents of Veeresalingam who 
severely criticised his activities in the columns 
of his journal. 
An extract from the letter written by Pyda Rama
krishnaiah, a great patron of widow marriages, to 
Veeresalingam, dated 1.10.1881. SeeK. veeresa
lingam, ~Part I, op. cit., P• 212. 
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crime and lawlessness; the excise policy throQgh which 

drinking of liquor was encouraged and the like. 233 

Commenting upon the growing poverty of India, in 1887; 
- . 

the Andh.raprakasika wrote: "while the natives of the 

country state that the Indian ry.ots are getting daily 

poorer; the Anglo-Indian authorities affitm that the 

ryots are in a far better condition than previously. 

The impoverished Indian ryots borrow money at a ve'1!y high 

rate of interest as there is not much chance of their ever. 

being able to repay it ••• • The English Government have 

neither constructed irrigation works; nor have they 

properly repaired those constructed during the Mohammadan 

and Hindu administra. t1 ons; so that these are gradually 

falling into decay. Moreover, Government officials vis1 t 

annually every village on the pretext of ~a.mabancly, but 

in reality live on the supplies provided by r.yots.n234 

233. M. Venka tarangaiah 1 ed. Freedom Stru.getfe_ in Andhri 
Pra.de@h. (Andhra) Vol. I, (1800•1915 t · 
(llydera.bad, 1965) p.79. 

234. Andhrap£ilca.s1kiih October 1887• RepQ#t on Native . 
· Newspapers. As early as 1881• Vivekavardhan1 had 

.an article on "Poverty of · India"• It refuted the 
contention that poverty was due to increase in 
population and pointed out that the p:tincipa.l. cause 
of it was the defect! ve administration of the country, 
the annual remittance to England· of a sum of twenty 
crores, and the decay of indigenou.s industries due 
to the importation of machine made goods from abroad. 
These ideas clearly reflect the thinking of 'the eat-1y 
nationalists. See for example ~;por!( by Native News 
l!!sertb 1881.. · 
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some of the news pap(ers published during this period 

" were Andhraprakasika; Desabhimani, Krishnapatrika, 

Sasilekha, Survodayaprakasika, Rasikollasini, Savithri 

and Zenana.// 

As a member of the municipal Council of Rajahmundry 

town, Veeresalingam en.deavoured to set righ~, its mal

administration. Not oi;lly through the writings in 

Vi vekavardhani but through thtL li te.rary form of satire, 
I 

he exposed the grade(j 'ra'tes _of' bribes that were being 
. I 

collected right from·th.~ Chairman at the top down to 

the. level of peons. Influential citizens of the town 

were illegally occupying the empty spaces. arotmd the.ir • 

houses and no action was taken against them. The con-
I ,., 

tractors were eating ~way the funds in the hospital and 

consequently proper diet 'was-denied to the pati~nts.235 

He wrote, "Among the municipal councillors, corruption 

became rampant and some o.f them having no other 11 veli

hood were entirely dependent upon taking bribes. The 

rates of payment of bribes were fixed right from the top 

to the level of a peon. The street lamps were so fixed 

by the council that all councillors had them arranged 

in front of. their houses. Kerosene which should have 

gone into these street lamps, was used by the councillors 
• 

235. See for a detailEid .picture of the administration ~ 
, Rajahmundry municipal! ty; K. Veeresalingam ~ 
~eeya •• ...., .. , Part· I, op. cit., P• 390. 
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in their houses. Contractors were having a free 

hand in eating away the fund.s meant for road repairs. 

Favourites of the councillors and other leading lights 

of the town were free~y and fearlessly encroacHing 

uL1o.rt the public s:pa.ce s, co.n.stx·ucti.ng houses and · 

pialsn. 2~6 Veercsalingam took special care to 

rectify these defects • and in a p.9.rti c11lar case he , 

had. to demolish a pial built by a ei tizen encroaching 

into the street. 2'37 He opposed the system of Govem

ment off.icers becoming Chairmen of municipality. He 

queGtioned the claims of Hamnett (Sub-Collector at 

Raja.h.mnndry) for the Chairmanship on the valid grow'lds 

that hls hands were full with Official work and as such 

he cou.ld not shoulder both the responsib1lities satis

factorily and also the members would not criticize the 

Munic.ipn.l administration freely in the presence of 

government offlcials.. Hence he requested the Govern

ment to appoint natives as Chairmen. 2; 8 Vivekavardhani 

~~ ~~~----------~----------~---------------------------------236. Ibid .. · 
237. Ibid. t P• 397 •. 
238. JiyekaxardhSJ,p,i,, I>olay, 1886. Jieno~t. on)~at~ve JiJW§ Pa,nm, 

1886. As far back as in 1880, Yivekavardhani, for the · 
fi:cst time, suggesting municipal reforms stated that 
".. • • • the Oommissione:co should be elected by the people 
and that able Natives be appointed as Presidents in pre
ference to Collectors and other. public servants," R.gpgrt 
.Q.!1 Nati;[e Ne\1/S E~:Qprs., 1880. Also see Vi vakaJTardhani 
which stated that: "In towns, with educated inhabitants, 
·the Commissioners should be ele·cted by· the p·eople, n 
·~ onJh.e..Jra ti,.xe ,N ~1£.$ f~.n.e~~• 1882. · 
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cri ticisea ·the Rajabmundry m.un1.cipa.l1 ty as catering 

to the needs of the rich and influential people.. The 

poor and common people had no chance of their grievances 

being redressed~ 2'9 
Publi.c opinion in· favou o.:r the temperance move

ment WI)G organised during this period a.nd veer•salingam 

held the view that i.t waa the root cause for many tlls . 

. in aocJ.e·ty ana that organised. stepf!l .should be taken by 

all ttloae interested. in pub:lio we,lt'a.re to eradicate 

that ev11. 240 . ~he economic motiv~s of the Govermnent 
' ' . . . 

, in not introducing neoesaaey measures to prohibit liquor 

were clearl1 understoo~ ba: ·the enlightened Indiana 

which found expressi.on in the contemporary press. Drin ... 

king was increasing due to Governments' policies and it 

was "disgraceful to a civilised governm.ent to en.courage 

drunkenruJ·ss which leads to all evils. Let the Govern-
; 

ment not bother abou.t the income, but. consider thfl wel-

fare of the people. " 241 -.· fhe same concern was ex• 

pressea by other 3ournals tou. A correspon<!eo:t of the 

An.dhraprakastka noondemned t~at the sale of liquor 

. sb .. ould be made a Sollrce of rev<.~nue and requested the 

Government to take proper measures against 1 ts spre1ad. n 242 
. ' 



Mandaramanjari.aceused "the British Government of 

eneou~ging this vice in order to increase the revenuen243 

Raghupati Venkataratnam Naidu, the contemporary Brahmo 

leader and co-worker of Veeresalingam, was very keen 

and uncompromd:~~g in his opposition to drink. He 

was 'president ·Q;f the Metropolitan Temperance and P1urity 
. " . ':, ' 

Association, Madras. 

Resolutions were regularly passed on the problems 
of temperance and Kalapani (crossing of the seas) in all 
the district social conferences which became a regular 

feature after the origin of the Indian National Congress 

in 1885. 244 Young Andhra gentlemen were seen- crossing 

the Kalapani for foreign studies· and soon after they 

returned home, the enlightened section of the community, 

made of lawyers, students and officials were coming to 

their support against the threat of social r-e~communi

eation. In Rajahmundry attempts were made to ex

communicate Tanguturi Prakasa.m who returned from 

England after securing the Bar-at-Law Degree. Veeresa-
-

lingam met Prakasam artd asked him not to perform penance 

under the threat of the pandits. 245 The advantages 

o:t' travel including sea. journeys were explained. to the 

people by the press. An Indian lady who visited England 

remarked that "such· voyages and journeys may be made 

243. 
244. 

245. 

~andaramanjar~, January, 1882. 
See for reports of these Conferences, Chintamani, 
January., 1898. Also see similar reports in the Hindu 
dated June 13, 191 0 .• June 5, 1909, June 23rd • 1909, etc. 
T. Prakasam, op. cit.,p. 100. 



-149-

without the slightest infringement of the customs· and 

ca.ste ... prejudices of this country and she attributed 

the advanced knowledge and· experienc_e possessed by 

Europeans to their practice of travelling about the 

.... ld f~o· on·· e cou tr,, ·t · ·. oth. · · ·n246 Vi k wo. . ... m · · · . · n " · o an e r,. , • • . · ve a-

vardhani requested the Government to pr~vent priests 

and the caste guilds t:rom discouraging 1he journey 

over seas which woUld be beneficial both to the indi

viduals. concerned and to· their country. 247 

During the controversy over wido-1111 marriages• 
: . ( 

Veeresalingam was often deprived of a meeting place 

:from where he could deliver his lectures on. 'the issue. 248 

It was then; for the first time • that Veeresalingam · 

thought of providing a town hall to Rajahmundry Where 

such public gatherings could be held. He made efforts 

in 1880 and again.in 1887 to build the hall with pu,blic 

help. :But tn.ey di<l ~ot bear .fruit. In 1889 he made 

up his mind to go ahead with the construction of the 

hall without asking for donations from the public. In .-
a l'etter written in 1889 Veeresalingam stated, "t~ere 

are no chances of our Town Hall ever coming into exi s

tence by means of public subscriptions and t·hat I have 

therefore made up my mind to have the hall built at my 

246. And,hrabhasha Sa.njivani., January~ 1874; Report on 
Natiye New§ PaPer§, 1874. 

247. Yiyekavardhan,!;April, 1883, Ibid. 
248. T. Venkatasubbarao, op. cit.,_ P• 28. 

-
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own expense (independently of public subscriptions) •••• 

in the .site which I already purchased.... I will hand over 

the building f·or the use of the Ra~ahmundry public to 

a Committee of respectable townsmen •••• tt 2~9 The con

struction of th~ hail, was completed by.1890 and an amount 

of, 7 thousand rupee.s was s_pent on i ·t;,. In 1897, when 

all debts incurred on its construction were repaid., 

Veeresalingam prepared a trust deed and handed it over 

to the trustees. A proposal came from some of his fol

lO'tlers and co-workers that the hall should be kept 

exclusively at the disposal of Prarthana Samaj but 

Veeresalingam d.id not agree. His reasoning was that 

it should be useful to all shades ot opinion and to 

all religious sects without any discrim1nation. 25° He 

mentioned the same in the trust deed and the only 

restriction he laid down for its use was that it should 

not be given to idolators, nautch parties, dinners 

where liquor was served and for holding meetings to 

excommunicate people working for social re:form. 25J He 

also laid down the condition that among the trustees 
there should at least be one from Muslims, Christians, 

Vysyaa and Sudras each. 252 The town hall in Rajahmundry 

was the first of ita kind in Andhra the example of 
24"9:- Extract from the letter cited 1n X. Veeresa.lingam, 

a'"ee .. I§\.,t u ,_., part II t op. cit. t pp 2-3. 
250. R. Venkatasivu.du; op. ci·t., p.l8. 
251. ~hintaman1, January, 1898. The ful1 text of the 

trust deed i,s given here. 
252. Ibid. 



which \'/a.s emulated by public philanthropists from :f : . _ 

other towns like Ka.kinacla ,Machilipatnam, and Gu.ritur. 253 

Apa.r~ from his voluminous writings in ~elugu lite

rature, _especially o,f ·prose, for whi'ch he was called · 

the 'maker .of modern Telugu prose•, Veeresalinga.m 

wrote a f'!umber of satires and far.ces i.n Telu.gu. severely 

exposing the evils in society. Wr.iting about. his power

ful and biting satires, a contemporary remarked that 

the influence of Jonathan swift was marked in them. 

His satires on the maladministration of Rajahmundry 

municipality and corrupt officials became ve~ popular 

and quite often had a rdeterrent effect upon them. From 

his facile pen flowed a perennial stream ot articles, 

pamphlets, humourous skits, plays and. appeals directed 

against social evils, superstitions and religious 

fanaticism. 

The first Telugu novel was written by Veeresa

lingam called 1Ra;jaseltharachaz•i tramu'. The inspire. .. 

tion to w:ite this novel came after reading Oliver 

Goldsmith • a 'Vicar of \'lakefield • .• This novel reflected 

the habits and customs of a Telugu Hindu family and it 

. became a model for the later Talaga writers who adopted 

several techniques of Veeresalingam in their novels. 254 
~~~~~~~~--~~---------~------~~--------------253. c. Laks.l:'J.lninarasimham, op. cit., P• 141. 
254. Ibid •• 103. c. Lakshminarasimham acknowledged this 

fact in conuection with ·the writing of his prize 
winning novel 'Ra.machand;ra Vijayamu• which won the 
prize in the competitions, 
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It dealt with a typical middle class Telugu family 

and home of the Godavari district in the ·19th Century. 

';Che .novel contained the description of the early mar-

riage s t' .marriage expen~e s, :nautch-parties, ghost-doctors, 

'superstitions~ fes·ti vals for village Goddesses, astro-

logers sycophants, th-::: hange:r.s-on, a true picture of. 

the dyin.g :feu.dal sooie·ity.. It may be considered as 

social hist.o:t'j' nf Andhra duri.ng th.e 18th and 19th cen

turies~ 255 Its :i.mpac-t; on the native languages and 

people caul~ be gauged from the .fa.ct tho.t it was then 

translated into Tamil and Kannada and hc1.d, so far ten 

editioiw. 256 It had tl1e dis"tinctlon of being transla-

ted i.n to English under the ti tlo t F(l:rtun e 's '!:/heel' by 

Rev. Hutch in son.. The t~cans.lati.on v1as ftrst serialised 

in th(~ Madras C:"lri.:; t:ian College Mag.a~~in e (in 1886) and 

wa.s published as a. book in 1887 .from London. The London 

Times in its issue dated September 30, 1887 reviewed 

it E•,s 11an a,lmo:'d; i.migtA.e example of a. Hindu novel. The 

author .t Pand it K. Veeresr::tli.nga.m is described by th. e 

translator as an ardent reformer ••• ·the pictures of 

Hindu domesti<~ life, of religious ideas !1 modes of. worship 

and supcrstiticnsv and tb.e condition of women, with their 

depial of all rig)lts of choice in marriage, are so well 

"11 t ~ d u257 drawn and 1 us rabe •••• 

255• K. Veeresallngam'";·-B~};;§ikh:~r.§!· .. ~~~~~itti"; op. cit., p. 27. 
256~ Ibid. See preface by Dr. A. Ramapat.i Rao. 
257. Cited i.n K. Veeresalinga.m. p,~~Y~ .. ~.!...f..., Part II, 

op. cit., P• 162. · 



In a. lengthy review of the Telugu version, the 

Hindu {Madras) commented: n ••••. His style is plea.~ant 

and idiomatic .• neither cumbrous and difficult nor 

flagging and tame.... We may well say that Rajasekhara.

charitra marks ~rf era in the annals of Telugu literature. 

It is the first Telu.gu novel that has yet appeared, 

and as an attempt in a nsw direction_, -v;e ,must consider 

it aa a suceess~ ••• n 258 

Veeresalingam was a pioneer in realising the need . 

for Telugu books on natural sciences which contributed 

a grea>t deal to. the progress of European society. The 

knowledge of natural sciences, he held, waf3 essential 

to drive out supersti·tions from people. 259 He made 'a 

transla·tion of Huxley's physiology and wrote books on 

scientific Astrology and Zoology. Uere was a pathfinder 

whose work in this direction was not continued till after 

half-a ... century of his death. Commenting upon his 

translation of Huxely' s book, a con temporary jou.r~al Hindu 

Desabhimani wrote thus: "•••• from the preface of the 

· book we learn that the Pat'ldi t has taken great pains in 

all the books relating to the subject 

both English and Telugu, such as Anatomy, Susruta 

Astanga Hrithaya and many others, some of which have 

·-
258~ Ibid., p. 164. 
259. Ibid· .• , P• 213. 
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not as yet seen the light of ·publication.... he has 

added an Appendix in the termin~~ o£ the book giving 

the ~nglish equivalents or those technicalities for 

the guidance of th.e reader. The book has 22 diagrams 

illustrative cf the different part~ of the body •••• n260 

It 'Was' a. fitting conclusion to his half century 

o.f dedicated services and self-sacrifice in the cause 

of his countrymen, when he established Hi thakarini Samaj 

and made· over all his properties worth 41 thousands of 

. l'U.pees to the society in his deed of trus.t registered 
~ 

on 2nd May,, 1908. Except that what he would. earn through 

the royalty of h.is booke • he gave a.way eve1·ything to the 
261 socie,ty. The main aJ.m o:f the Samaj was to establish 

and maintain Widows' HomeQ~, Orphanages for destitute 

ohil.dren a.nd rllnning Schools for general education as 

well as handicrafts. 262 It has been running a High 
'· 

School, a Wido~ts' Home, p.rayer hall, library and reading 

room, garden home and retrea.t. The School has been the 

only Theistic School in Andhra. As it was not a self 

supporting insti tuti.on and had been lacking in funds, 

Raghu.pa ti Venka tara tnam Naidu, the President of the Sama.j 

after the death of Veeresalingam 1 was managing funds 

'"260. Ri~?fq~"'pfisab}iiinant.' April, 1-889. Cited in Ibid., p.216. 
261. Ib1d., PP• 305-0 • ~ 
262. Ibid., p. 304. The Memorandum and trust deed of the 

Hitakarini Samaj ~re inGluded by Veeresalingam as 
appendices of his autobiography. 
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somehow helping it to get on.f'airly well. Likewise, \ . ·:···· . 

he was also looking afl:er the~idow's ~ome securing 

money in some form or :other. 2 \\ As th¢ .. recurring 
\ ' 

expenses were more than what ·tiu1 samaj ;'faS getting 
'' .. 

·~ 
. . ~ 

through the de pos1 ts o.f the property gi V1.~~ by .:Veeresa-
. . . I . '·: •.. · 

lingam, an appeal 'tv'as · address\ed to the publi·c .. for funds. 
I \\ 

. \ 

Veeresalingam visited .Seounderabad and was a. guest: .. ;;.:~ 6J 
Govindarajulu Naidu and his wife, the well known 

poetess Sa.rojini Devi, whose inter-caste and inter-

s·ta:te marriage he pez:formed in J.ia.dras in the year 1898. 264 

From there h~ visited Bombay and got liberal help trom 

K. Natarajan, G.N. Cha.ndavarkar and Kasinathuni Nagesh

war.a Ra.o (the founder of 'Andhrapatt.'ika.' the first 

Tt::ltigu da.ily·) who ~:ere all his colleagues in social 

reform VJOrking .in other parts of the country. He was 

the guest o:f Pandi t Ka..rve at Poona and observed the work

i.ng of Wi<l01tist Home mar1aged by hlm. 265 This tour for 

raising f11nda end.ed with a visit to .Bellary, and on the 

whole he collected 5 thousand rupees through these visits. 
~~~-~---- . 263. K. Su.ryanara.yana, op. cit., · PP• 49-50. 
264. Pa.dmini §en Gupta, ~arojinj. NaJ.du.,~ (B.ombay, 1966) 

p. 33. A'n interesting account of the wedding which 
took place in Madras, appeared in an Indian news
paper. "•••• Rao Bahadur l?andit Veeresalingam Pantulu 
Garu officiated as the Minister for the sacred • 
occasion.tt In the footnotes {p.34} it is mentioned 
that "Pandi t Veeresalingam Pantulu 11m.'s a leading 
reformer of south India somewhat in the category 
of Keshub Chandra Sen of Ben,gal. n 

265. K. Veereaalingam, ~we!l~~, Part I, op. cit., 
P• 404. 
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CHAPTER IV 

.ESTIMATE 

Vee.resa.lingam has been acclaimed as ~he person who 

ushered in mod-ernism in Andhra durlng the second half of 

the 19th century when th€ d~rkncss of ignorance and evil 

grip of superstition were preventing the growth of reason 

and knowledge. Though not very original in his ideas 

compared to the great masters of refo:t·m in Bengal and 

Maha.rashtrat he perhaps showed more courage and convio- . 

tion than most of them.:· This can be illustrated by 

two things he did, namely,_ giving up his sacred thread., 

and.defying the excommunication orders of Sanka.racharya 

and refusing to perform 'penance'. Veeresa.lingam9s 

greatness lay in the fact that he single hande.dly 

did great many things at t..l-:te same time like combating 

corruption, reprehending impurity, dispelling ignorance. 

attacking'"' superstiti;on, the upliftment .of women, and 

starting many new trends in Telugu literature. The work 

of this noble career marked a new era in the public 

life of the land. He was great for putting in to practice 

what he considered just and good wh.ile a number of his 

contemporaries had no moral courage to do so. In his 

efforts to lay the foundation for many modern movemen·ts 

in social reform as well as literature, and being the 

1ni tiator of the progresB of tl:H~ Telugus at the turn of 

this century he was, no doubt, helped by the factors like 
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eon tact w.i th the 'ltee•t,JJ:rn lmovtledge (through education 

and the flow of ideas) .a,nd the work of Chrt~~~tiiln mis

sionaries \fh1elt was primarily the spread of their gospel. 

Yet, by denouncing the outdnte:1 ~nd meaninc;l1~ss customs 

and sv.p~:rsti tiona, they madt3 people th:i.nk of the other 

aida of th.e coin.. At thi.s c:r.uoia.l junctu.re \'-/hen the 

introducea tho fa.cul ty o.f :;:·canon to hit r;,t it. He 

1nopi.red youngmon and students a. round him \'11th. loyal "ty 

to duty and individual responsibility.. The sterling_ 

· quali·ti.tHs tlu::t:t iw~nt in .to his roa.Idng a.s observed in 

tho cours~~ .o£ his wo:rk, ware iror1 will.., sacrifice and 

d.edica/vion ·to th<:~ causes he undertook. A number of 

public s_pi:t~l1;cd mf!n were influenced by him and became 

pa~om:tnr.mt men nf. ~~ndhra con~ri buti.n.g to its r:;ocial, 

. poli ticoJ_ cmd ir. i~el1ecttJ.al n.d"ii~.:.'lc:oroont. 1 

he visited th.e place in 1907 to perform a widow ma.:r.ria.ge. 

They w.aloo.med hims- '1the pi011eer o:t social reform movement 

in Southern lr1r.Ua •••• ·!;he a.po&tle of Hind.u. ittidc.~w re-marriage 

movemen·t in thia Pl.'€H.iidency ...... ·You. have been to us, what 
........_,~~~~IOJfllllo$.~.#.*•~.-n;llli.,~•~~~~~-~ .. ~'N"~~·~,_.,.~~ .. """"'!!!""-~---..... 
1 .. A fevJ nan1es, ;bl this oo.ntext, rr.ay be gt·;en. !1', Prakasam, 

Konda Yenka tappaiab, Dal"iS.i Chencha iah, Ray a sam 
Venka1;a.si vuau, '~/allw~i Suryanarayana, Chilaka.marth1 
Lakshruinarasimham mentioned in their autobiographies 
how they were influenced by veeresalingam in their 
lives. 
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the late Pandi t Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar wa.s to Bengal 

or Madhva Das to Bombay• ••• lour tremendous sacrifices., 

your fearless prea~hing and exposure of the fallacies 

of your adversaries and your daring practical efforts, 

are now matters of ·hist~ry. •• •. we know you as a hater,, 

of sham and a fearless opponent of social tyranny; 

your trenchant pen was a terror to corrupt officials and 
; . . ' ... 

-· 
evil aqm.inistration. • •• In thousand.s of Hindu homes, 

your works are now daily read, especially .by ladies, 

and. it must cheer your heart to lea.rn that your works 

S "". e t ,.; o 1 . . ...,.., . u2 .... rv o o. ...... pe ~gnor ....... ,ce •••• 

A noteworthy incident of the recognition of' his 

work was a token financial help of 50 pounds (about 

Rs.660/-:J given by a~ English :kdYj Miss rtanning,1n 

her will from London.:; She was in Madras ea:vlier 

and visited the vlidow 1 e Home run by Veeresalinga.m. 

She was one o£ those who along with Miss Carpenter 

nursed Raja Ram r4ohan Roy during ·.; his illness in 
/L 

London.· 

His reform activities he,d such. an impact that 

the well kno;.\rn modern Tamil poet subra.hmaya Bharathi 

(1882-1921) in his incomplete novel 'Chandrika' intro-

2. c:!. ted in X. veeresal1ngam 1 Swe'eya. •••• , Part II 1 op. cit., 
PP• 385-86 . 

3~ Ibid~, P• 287. 
4. Ibid., p. 288. 
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dueed the characters of :veeresa.lingam and his wife Rajya

lakshmamma in 1 t. 5 we are not sure whether Bhara thi and 

Veeresalingam knew each other. Perhaps Bharathi might 

have kno"Vm Veeresal.ingam through; the press reports on 

reform activities as Bharati was a. sub•edi tor for some time 

in Swadeshimi tran edited and published from IJiadras, by 

G. Su brahman ya Iy er, a great r~ former and a con t empor a.:r y 

of Veeresalingam vtho got his vddo\v daughter remarried. 6 

Commenting upon 'Chandrika' Prema Nandakumar, the biogra

pher of Bha:cathi, stated that by 'the inclusion of Veeresa-.. ' . ' 

lingam and his wife Rajyalaks'.P..mi as characters in his 

novel, Bharathi did not merely pay a fictionalised tri

bute to veeresalingam as *Father of Modern .Andhra Re

naissance'; she statea further that the silent heroism of 

Veeresalingam's wife :(\eserved a separate book. 7 

Dr. c.R. Reddy has said that the lives of Veeresa

lingam and his wife were a splendid chapter in the 

- history of. Indian liberalism. 8 Rajyalakshmamma' s silent 

and sympathetic assistance to veeresalingam in his acti vi-
•· 

ties can hardly be exaggerated. The day vib.en she died 

the whole town of Rajahmundry mou:tned her deafu., and felt 

.5 • .Qll.~nd.r_i,ka • .K~th~, tra.nslated into Telu&u by Gopala
Krishna-Raghavan (.Nellore, 1971). 

6. S.A. Govindarajan, ng. SubJ:•ahroanya Iye,£ {Now Delhi, 1969), 
pp~ 51-52. 

7. ~waraj~, November 2, 1968. 
8. See Dr. c. R. Reddy's article, op. cit. 
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that Veeresalingam was orphaned. 9 Publishing,the 

obituary news the Hindu stated thus: "For over 30 

years, she toiled hard in the cause of social re

form along with her husband bravely facing ex

communication and social persecution. Her life had 

been an unbroken record of sel.f-sacrifi ce, and her 

labours contribute largely to the success of the 
. . . 1 

Widow remarriage movement." 0 

Wfth all his great qualities, Veeresalingam pos

sessed certain personal traits which were often acting . 
,as obstacles to the progress of the movements he ini-, 

tiated. He became more irritable and short tempered 

as he had to lead a ~olitary life fighting against the 

opponents when his friends and followers in the movement 

deserted him for fear of consequences like excommuni

cation. He was individualistic by nature and was un-
~ 

compromising in his convictions. He had an invincible· 

will and tenacity ~of purpose. All these qualities marked 

him out from others of lesser abilities who found it 

rather difficult and irksome to work in association 

with him. 11 A contemporary news report stated thus: 

"The work of Veeresalingam Pantulu has be en mainly 

his own •••• Mr. Veeresalingam has an oppressive per

sonal! ty, his genius, his strength of will, his peculiar 
9. K. Veeresalingam, sweeya • .L!..t..t Part II, op. cit., p.413. 

10. The Hindu, August 12, 1910. 
·11. R. Venka tasi vud ti, op. cit. , p. 28. 
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humour and ~~tub.bornness, • his uncompromising attitude • ••• 

have always been in the way o.f his weaker followers. 

They prefer to admire and adore him from a distance 

rather understand and sympathise with him .from near. 

This is certainly due to utter lack of definitiveness 

and smoothness in his methods of work • •. .• . His troubles 

and persecutions made him ·to entertain a general dis

trust in the capacity and the sincerity of his friends 

and followers. He used to interfere with the work he 

entrusted to others (the management of any of the 

important branches of the work) of which he is the head. 

He was highly a religious man; but he always lacked .. 
sweetness and smoothing balm of love. Mr. Pantulu 

has all that is needed for the work of a pioneer; he 

has the pickaxe of biting satire; daring courage and 

steadiness of aim. But he lacks the power of building, 

uniting, and cementing the materials befor~ him". 12 

12. ~he Hindu, April, 17, 1911. 
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CHAPTER V 

• The turn of. the century (fro·m the 19th century 

to the 20th) saw th·e growing sweep of the nationalist 

movement which naturally tur:ned men's minds away from 

matters like social refoxm to political matters. After 

1910 (the year of his wife's death), Veeresalingam 

settled c:fown to a more or less sedentary life at Rajah

mundry till his death in 1919. 

Veeresalingam emerged at a crucial period in the 

history of India in general and of Andhra in particular. 

It was nearly two decades after 1857 that he became 

prominent·in the field of social reform. It was the 

period duri_ng which millions of Indians were starving 

and suffering· due to the exploitation of colonial rule. 

The drain of Indian wealth by the British, to serve as 

an investment to earn more profits through the newly 

acquired production methods during the Industrial Revolu

tion, was drying up the springs of capital in India. 

The class o·f merchants and the intelligentsia, who would 

have spe~rhead~d the. Indian Renaissance, was made to 

cling on as a slavish appendage to the British colonial 

power in India. ~he British bourgeoisie which led in 

the overthrow of feudal State and patronised the pro-

. gressive rel.igious revolts against the Catholic church 
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mad.e a compromise with Indian feudalism.~ After extenguish• 

ing the last fiicker of feudal ,Protest (the Revolt of 

1857) the British beoame,supreme in the sub-continent. 

Due to .the slow rise and· indifference of Indian middle 

class, the impending Indian renaissance was bound to be 

an incomplete. process. For the forces of feudal obscu• 

rantisin still prevented the growth of the spirit of en

quiry in to the foundations of ancient thought. The 

historic role of bourgeoisie, in destroying the tradi

tional ideological basis of the catholic church and 

old aristocracy in England and France during the Revolu

tions there• was not played in India. Consequently the 

orthodox Hindu society with its attending eVils, caste 

system, immobility of labour and unchangeability of 

custom remainea unaltered. The Indian Village community 

which stood like a rock admist the rising billow.s of 

sea water;, began to wake up, but finding no proper 

direction and lead, became a prey to both the feudal 

nobles and bourgeois profiteers. No doubt the heroic 

efforts of our social reformers and the laws of the. 

Government had altered the position slightly, provid

ing new hopes. Nevertheless, the basic problems like 

the emanicipation of oppressed secti on.s of Indian 

society still remain unresolved. 

In this broad context of Indian conditions, we have 



-164-

to look at the work of Veeresalingam. He belonged to 

the rising middle class among educated professionals. 

Though a teacher by profession not endowed with muCh 

of ancestral wealth., he had enough earnings through 
~~ 

the sale of his books to carry on the re.form and pub-

lic activities. He was the first Telugu poet who 

could maintain himself throu.gh the royalty of his 

wri tinge and donate 41 thousand rupees to establish 

the Hi't!_akarini Sama.j, He received financial help for 

bis reform activities mainly from Pyda Ramakrishnaiah 

{who dona ted 30 thousand rupees for the cause of widow 

marriages) 1 a Vysya zaminda.r from Kakina.da, l'Ao turned 

into a prosperous merchant. The others who helped 

veeresalingam were the professional classes among edu-

cated men like lawyers, teachers and government officials. 

The other enlightened section \>lhich extended its crucial· 

support was the student community. During the later half 

of the 19th century, when educational opportunities 

were limited, 1 t could be assumed that students came 

perhaps from upper strata of society, eoonomicaJ.ly and 

even otherwise. The European officers and to some extent 

missionaries too ex~ended their support to.Veeresalingam. 

Instances wer~ given in his autobiography o:r the Superin .. 

tend en t of Police being personally present to make 

security arrangements during wi~ow marriages and of some 

local missionaries taking part in such marriage process1ons. 1 

1. K. Veeresalingam, Sw9eya,, •• , Part!, op. cit., p. 192. 
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The main elements that opposed· veeresa.lingam 

were the orthodox sections among Brahmins and other 

castes and their religious leader Sankaracharya, and 

a few others, who, though they belonged to the educa

ted professional class, were still clinging on to the 

feudal ideas. 

Thus it is clear that, by and large, the rising 

bourgeoisie gave its support to Veeresalingam' s · 

activities and the last bastions of declining feudalism 

opposed him. Hence it was a middle class movement 

attempting to reform the society at fringe level and 
' 

not bothering to go into the root of the soci!3l. malady. 

This is borne out by the fact that Veeresalingam, 

claimed as the champion in the cause of women, never 

put up the demand for a share in property for women .• 

Being middle class in its nature, its scope also was 

limited. Hence the extent to which 1 t could spread 

had to be necessarily restricted. Nevertheless, 

veeresalingam•s work was a pioneering work and it was 

mostly preparatory. He was the harbinger of a new 

epoch in the history of Andhra. With his advocacy of 

reason and scientific method and his relentle.ss strug

gle against dogma and superstition, he showed his 

fellowmen the path of.free thinking and independent 

action, thus changing the intellectual tendencies of 

the -~ounger generation. 



The t.mpact of his ac:ti vi ties on society was visible 

even durl.ng h.1s life time., He inspired many youn~en w1 th 

his reforming zeal and made them take to reforming acti

vity in seva·ral parts. of Andh:r.a. His mi:salonary sea.l 

to cleanse the public l.i.fe ln its several face to bore 

fruit. Socit:>,l i:Ofo:na ·~seociations.t ;Journals and confe• 

ranees w-~re organised. F:r:om 1890' e., it became the order of 

the d<J.y that a. i:locial conference was attached to the poli ti

ca~ confeJ.>ence at the district level. Resolutions urging 

the er;;;'.dica tion of r;.;ocial evils were passed year after 

ne·'IT trend CiJuld. biiJ perceived from the procee~ngs of one 

such con£erence~-the Krishna ~ Guntux Social Conference--

repo:r.:tcd in tho Hindu as follot·TeH · 1t:Jociu.l reform move

rn<?.nt ·took dt:tep .>.:o~:.~·tfl in Ci.rcar:::: and succecd.:d much in 

Krisb.11.e. and Gu.ntu.r distri.c ts. Unnava LEtkshminare.yana 

had beE;n a tFDcono Voe:reaali:nga.m to Gu.n-tu:r... Under hie leader-

2hip celebrated,. 

prostitution. Th~.;; commun.t.ty took :1. V0":.1 under the influence 

of some educated people that theywill maxTy their females 

and since have acted up to their own vow. In Guntur, a 

fer.1ale s:Jsociation, ••• is doins splendid Vfo.rk, organi• 

t:?ing soci:::"l gatherings and meetings and maintain• 

ing c;choola and also organised a. ladies confe-

renee for the Andhra country. In Masulipatam 

(Krishna district) widow ~emarriages were performed 
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and a National College was started, second·of its 

kind in the whole of India •.•.•• Resolution on widow .... · 

marriage was proposed by·a Pandit named Vemuri 

Sivaswamy Sastry ••• ~ Decided to start a widows• Home 

at Guntur for lrishna and Gun tur. Mr. Suryadevara 

Subbanaidu, a ·weal thy ryot, subscribed Rs. 700/-

for the National College, Masula, and promised to 
' . ' ' :. " . 

maintain two widows in the Home ••• • .It is signifi• 

cant that the resolution on marriage after puberty 

which was unanimously passed was proposed by Peddenti 

Nara.simhacharyulu garu., Sanskrit Pandit •••• Resolu• 
. . . 

tions on female education, foreign travel, social 

* purity, were passed~ Kanyasulka and Varasulka 

were emphatically condemned •. The President felt glad 

that people have realised the need for social reform 

in the building up of the nation and for Pandi ts 

moving resolutions. n 2 

A contemporarytribute paid to Veeresalingam 

stated, "the strenuous iabours of Mr. Veeresalingam 

Pantulu in «the cause of social reform and the liberal 

ideas and high ideals of life which he preached in his 

various writings and which were exemplified in his 

remarkable life roused the Telugus from their lethargy 

and helped to create in them a love for public life 

and a degree 'of public spirit •••.• n3 

* Kanyasulka is·the price to be paid to secure a bride 
(bride price), and Varasulka is the opposite of Kanyasulka. 

2, The Hindu• June 7, 1910. 
3. Ibid., January 23, 1913. 
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If this was the apprecia:t-.i:on expressed by his con

temporaries, similar views were exp.res.sed in 1948 dur

ing the centenary b-elebrations of Veeresa.lingam. The 

·efflux of time did. not in amy way diminish. the .estimate 

of. veeresalingam in the eyes of the Telugus·,. Perhaps 

a more balanced and objective view of Veeresal.tngam 

and his times is being taken now since we are viewing 

him from a distance. On this occasion Dr. sarvepalli 

Radha~rishnan stated that Veeresalingam was one of the 

early pioneers in south India who demanded _and fought 

for re~rm and -was misunderstood and persecuted. 4 

c. Rajagopalachari said that South India is proad of 

Veeresalingam but for whom the Andhras could not be 

what they are now.,5 

4• Ihe Swatantra, April 17, 1948~ 
5. Ibid. 
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