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PREFACE'

~ The 19th,eentﬁry in Andhra, as well as in India, was
-an epoch~makihg-periedvbecause of the agrarian revoiution
rget in motion by Eritain‘and the shattering of the old

" institutional basis of Indian society. The destructive

role of the British rule résulted in devastating faaznes,
pauperisation of the peasantry, and universal poverty.

The ,drain of wealth was yet another feature of the British
imperialist rule over India. The village community which

i broke up was not immediatély.éeplaced by modern agro=-
 industrial society. Progress is the reéult of the impact
of external force on internal change. The British terri-
torial'ebnqaesf bfvthe.cquntry introduced, along with fhe
modern means.oﬁ communication and transport, the elements

of commercial capitalism which ultimately resulted in the
preation}of a national market., The stagnant feudal society
iﬂlindia,.when shaken by external forces, began to move at
‘& slow pace, Whereas the developing elements of mercantile
commerce with its ideology were moving comparatively at a
rapid pace. It may be described as a period of tiansition,
| from the old to the new. An urban middle class, pursuing
various gaiaful professions was now added to the class-struc-
ture oxvlndian society.l Its pioneering role in the dissemina-
tionAcf_westerm ideas and in the secial and political awake=-
ning. of the people cannct be overemphasised, Leadership

in society was progressiveiy transferred from the hands of

the land-based and rural elite to those of this new urban
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glite, The change in the cconomic structure of society
coupled with the‘flow of new ideas was creating a.stir

in the minds of the people.

Kandukuri Veeresalingam (1848-1913) was born at the
eross~roads of this historical development and at the right
moment in the hiétory‘cf Andhra, when Andhra society was
undergoing a similar change as the rest of Indian
society. The effarts of the Christian missionaries and
the Government in the spread of education duiing the
period were worth noting., Motives apart, the rising middle
clasees began evincing keen interest in new education
which brought with it new ideas of scientific thinking
and rational inguiry., Veeresalingam's efforis at the
créaﬁiqn of a new era in Andhradesa were an integral part
of the larger reformation movement which had ité birth at
the beginning of the 19th century in Bengal; No histery
of Indian éocial reform is complete without a recogrition
of the pioneéring endeavours of Veeresalingam and his
associates in the ¢ause of sociel regeneraﬁion and the libe~ |
ration of men &nd women from the shackles of age~01d
ignorance and meaningless customs, Little is known,of the
work of Veeresalingam:outsida tha'melugg country nowa&ays.
Works on Indian social reform movemenis make only a passing
reference to him, 1t may partly be due to the fact that not
only Veeresalingam's works bub ﬁhese of his contempcfaries ;
‘too are in Telugu, and a serious attempt is yet to be made to

fully explore these sources and present a connected and balane
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account of the ﬁéfgrmmeV%men%-@f this period in the right
perspective, 'How%vér, there was a time when the Brahmos
of Bengal like"?&néiﬁ Sivana%hagsastry and the reformers of
Maharasntrg'like_Mahadev;Gav;nd;Ranaée;hailed him as the
'Vidyasagaf of South Iudia', fﬁis graétneas lay in the fact
that‘he undertook many-sided réform'aetivities at the same
time and did evgfythiﬁg at &ié command to make them a suce
céss, ‘Vseresalingam waskimvdlveﬁ iﬁ the ereation 0f‘a11
beginnings in modern Telugu 1ife, an ed;é&to:, a reformer; a
feminist, a journalist; a literary historian, a writer of

, L Bt " ” .

.

social satires, plays and novels ~ he was many in one. An

<

attempt is made in this dissertation Vo present Veeresalingum

ag a sucial\aﬁd}religiou& reformer, and as s purifier of
puhlic life, An_asse35ment of his pélitical ideas is al%é
avtempied, However, keeping‘in'vieé the limitations of the
present disseitation{an evalustion of Vaere$a1ingémfs’
'1iterarj works and style is not undertaken., This asrect

may be taken up later,

The ﬁresemt study is not a mere discussion of reform
ideas expounded by Veeresalingam. It also endeavours to
present an account of thé practicai work done by him in the
field of social reform, 4lse this work is not confined to
a mere presentation of the work of Veeresalingam as an
individual reformer, It dezls with the times he lived in,
taking into account the lmpact of his personality on the
contemporaxry society. Hevinfiueﬁced his times as much as
he was influenced by them. In hié awn lifewﬁima'VearGSan
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lingam himself witnessed: the extent of influence his
reform movements had on his times., The impact was seen

in the activities of se%éral of his younger contemporaries
some of whom were his owﬁ aésociates and followers in the

cause of social reforn.

The main sources‘for this subject consist of the writings
of Veeresalingam and the éontemporar& writings of his co-
workers and journals publiéhed_during his time, The help
that the Government records render for this type of work is~.
probably not.much aslthe bias of official records was un=
doubtediy more'towards poiitical and other matters and not
social. As most of the materials are in Telugu language
(including the writings of Veeresalingam), the passages
and_referéncés quoted in this work are translated into

EngliSh by me.

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge
my debt to several people who helped me with their sugges-
tions in preparing this work. I do not know how to adeguate-
1y thankvmy adviser Prof.S.Gopal but for whose valuable
suggestions and guidance I w;uld not have completed my work.
I am grateful to the Centre for Historical Studies for
providing me with an opportunity teo join the centre to pursﬁe
my;;esearcﬁ. I thank the governing body of my college,
Jawéhar.gparati, Kavali, for granting me sabbatical leave
for one year to be able to sfay in the Jawaharlal Nehru
University to do my research, I wish to thank the authorie

4ies of the Gautami Library, Raj&hmundry, and the Progressive
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Union, Nellore, the National Archives, New Delhi and the
Tamilnadu Archives, Madras for providing me with necessary
books and records for my _s';i:udy_

t

. NEW DELHI, ' V. RAMAKRISHNAMACHARYULU
OUTGBER, 1973, -
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CHAPTER I
ANDHRA SOCIETY IN THE_19TH CENTURY

The British established their control over the Andhra
region by the beginning of the ﬁch century.' The Anglo-
French rivalry ended in 1763 résulting in the decline of
the French influence in ihe Seéth and the ascendancy of the
British, In August 1765, Robert @live, the Governor of

Bengal, succeeded in securing aﬂfirman from the Mughal

Emperor who gave away the circar districts eieept Guntur

(The Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, Godavari and Krishna districts)
to the British.1 Similarly the Nizam in 1800, one year after
the clese of the iourth.mjsore war, entered into a treaty
with the British (under the system of Lord Wellesley's
subsidia:yvallianges), and ceded the Rayalaseema districts
(Bellary, Kurnool, Cuddapah, Anantapur, Chittoor and Fellore,
which from then onwards called Ceded Distri?ts) to them,
/With this the conquest of Andhra was completed, Thus, the
Andhra country, ruled by indifferent and distant rulers |
(the'Mughals and the Nizam), was in a bad shape econcmically,
socially and culturally. The rule of the Nizam degenera%ed
into a mere collection of taxes and he had evinced no interest
in maintaining even peace, security and order, not to menfion
of progress. The Zamindari system (in vogue then) was rotten
and under it people were groaning being placed at the mercy

of every freebooter and superstition monger,

CASTE SYSTEM:

Society in Andhra during the 19th century was the same

1. c,v§erabhadra Rao, History of Rajahmundrx {Ra jahmundry,1915)
Pe 324 ' '
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as that of any part'df Sbﬁth Inﬂia; it wasvbased.on the
hierarchical order af’innumerable'éaétes and'sub;éasteé.
Birth, not merit or weal‘th; was the iﬁifincipal criteribn_ on
which one's status or positibn wés‘deéided; Once born in

a particular caste, the status of an ?ndividual was pres
detérmined by the rank of that caste in the hierarcﬁy; The
village community was a copbination of:many caste groups, -
each following its hereditary‘caiiing and enjoying its
fixed status. In the same minner, the easte in which a man
was born detérmined his occupation too; 'Along-with the
ariginal'faur castes} a number of sub~castes emerged in the
éonrse.of timé. -Perhaps as a result of geographical exPané
sion and due to the growth of new crafts which brought new
vocations into existence, the sub-castes might have been
originated, In this respect itvmay be noted_that certain

sub-castes among the Brahmins in Andhra bear names denoting

2

a particulariarea populated by them, These'subaéastes

had become distinct divisions in society, and the social

2. See BEdgar Thurston, Castes and Tribeg of South India :
Madras, 1909), Vol,I, p.366, wherein he discussed different
~divisions among Brahmins like 1) Vaidikis 2) Niyogis
3) Tamballa etc, Among these divisions existed many sube
divisions denoting areas, E.G. 1)Murikinadu 2)Veginadu
3)Pakanadu. Also see Suravaram Pratapareddy, 'Andhrula
%@ggg;ga Charitra' (Telugu) (Social History of Andhras),

Hyderabad, 1950), Second BEdition Pp+424=25, The author

quoted a verse from Hamsavamsati, a political work writ-
ten in Telugu by Ayyalaraju Narayanamatyudu (1800«50)
which reflected the social life of Andhra during his
period., The verse mentioned different 'nadus' (territo-
rial divisions) such as Velanadu, Venginadu, Pulugulanadu,
Pragnadu, Murikinadu, Renadu., Also see Yignanasarvaswamu
~{Pelugu), (Madras, 1959) Vol.III. p.14, wherein it is
stated that these divisions existed, on. territorial basis,
not only ‘among Brahmins but other castes also. Among
‘Reddis, there are sub~divisions like panta, pakanati,
Motati, Karnati and the like, Likewise among Vysyas,
Kammas, Viswabrahmins also there exist these sub-divisions,
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intercourse between these divieions was strictly fore
bidden."is thé}casﬁe system was.bésed on the concepts
of Superiority-ahd inferiérity and ideas of purity'and-
'pcllution; there was no possibllity of goc ial intercourse
-which, ultlmately led to a parochial social consciousness,
The caste'system divided the entire pcpulatxon into three
broad social gr@ups, namely, the privileged, the unprivi-
igged, and the %ntouchables.

The Brghmiés were at the apex of the social struce
ture and also they were the rich landlords till the middle
of the 19th cen-‘c'm?y. They monopolised all learning and
were the axbiters of morals: in society., They were not
only prlests and . teachers but occupied key posts in the
»adminlstration,3 in: the ancient tradition of acting as
'adv1sersd(Mantrin) to the rulers. 4s a priestly community
they wer,é: algo entitled to other privileges like gl fts
andacharéties in ﬁhe name of religion and also the leniency

of punishments,

Telugu Brahmins are divided into two broad groups
Vaidikis and Niyogiss Vaidikis are enjoinéd upon to
follow religious occupatiéns and ﬂiydgis, secular, These

two sects are sub-divided into varioas endcgamous groups,

_ , outh India Oxiord, 1965 s P16, where he
dlscussea the positions of influence held by Niyogi
Brahmins. _
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lmmigranfs from the Tamil country in the wake of invasions
to and fio:have congtituted ;hemselves into sigzeable |
pockets, endogamous as usual, Prominent among them are

the Arama ﬂravldas in the Godavari basmn, the Dimili
Dravidas of Visakhagatnam'and Srikakulam districts and

the Pudur and Tummagunta Dravidés of Nellore district,

The lowest rung among the Brahmins in the ritualistic
'hierarchy‘are the Tamballa Brahmins whovare priests in

siva teﬁ?les. Among the Niyogi Brahmins the most oute
standing in achievement, secular and literary, the pride

of place goes to the Aruvela Niyogis.4

The Vysyas (also called Komatis) occupied a middle
pasitidn between the Brahmins and the Sudras. They are
divided into Arya Vysyas and ordinary Vysyas, Their
position in the ritualistic hierarchy is not very much
higher than that of the Sudrés eventhough they have begun
in recent times to c¢laim a 'Dwijahood! (the status of
twice born people)., For the Vedic Vysyas and Kshaktriyas
are generaily considered to be extinct. The chief occupa=

tion of the Vysyas is trade.s_

4, For an original presentation of the probable historical
origins of the division of Telugu Brahmin Community into
' Vaidikis and Niyogis, see K.V.Lakshmana Rac 'Andhra
Brahmanulaloni Niyogi Vaidika XKalanirnayamu', Lakshming-
rayana Vyasayali (Vijayawada, 1965), pp.i=17. Also see
under Andhra Brahmins, Edgar Thurston, Vol.I, op.cit.,
PPe. 357“‘366-

5. See for a good account ef Vysyas, ndgar Thurston, Vol,III,

_ ap.citﬂ, PP 306-48,
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Next‘in order.eéme‘the Sudras (as they were called)
‘who formed the unprivileged'sedtiOn of the society., Wor~
‘shipping either Vighnu or Shiva, they were divided into a
number of castes such as ?eddis, Kammas, Kapus, Balijas,
Im.ngaya.tu, Kamsalis, Devangas, Padmasalls, Mangalis,
Ghakalis, Kummaras, and 8o an.G' These castes and their
sub~divisions (into endagamous groups) further fragmented

the society into smaller divisions and prevented the inter-
mingling of these caste groups.

The next social division consisted of the 'untoucha-~
bles' who were treated as virtual siaves in the villages.\
The Malas and Madigas mainly constituted this group who
were alsé called as 'panchamas,' Economically they.were
at the lowest rung of the ladder and were working as
landless labourers on the fields of the village landlords,
Among them, as it was the case with regard to other castes,
the social inter-mixture was éompletely ruled out.7 The

untouchables did not have social status nor social rights,

6. Edgar Thurston, op. cit., p.145, He discussed the .
' wvarious castes among Sudras in his 'castes and tribes
in South India', To cite one example, the following
sub=-divisions existed in the Balija caste:
a) Gazula b) Gandavallu ¢) Telaga 4) Tota e) Ralla
f) Pusa g) Racha h) Jakkula i) Adapapa. Also sece
. Suravaram Pratapareddy, op.cit., p.426 wherein he gave
a detailed list of several castes that existed in Andhra
during the period under review,

Te WeFrancis, gllarx Madras District Gazetteers (Madras,
1904), pp. 76—77a Also see Edgar Thurston, Op.cit.,
PD 3324
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_These‘d;ffepent caste groups had different codes of
behaviour and etiquette, one fotAthe *higher castes' and
the other for the 'lower castes’. The 'lower castes', in
the 19th:centurykgndhra, were ado?tiﬁg methods and means
to imitaie thevhighrcasteé and'adopt their way of life,
'This proéess-(called 'Sanskriﬁisatioﬁ') was followed by
a caste or sub-division of a caste, which desired to ime
prove its position by adopting Brahmln ways of lif?, quit~-
ting callings considered degradlng, taking to vegetarianism,
child—marriage giving up the practiée of widow remarriage
and 1ntOX1cants and renouncing - bloody religlous cere~

monies, 8

Theiéﬁimésity and gulf that existed ameng the non=
'Brahmin.éagfes.in Andhra could be illustrated by a division
among them into the "right-hand" and "left-hand" castes,

a characteristic peguliaf to South India excluding Kerala,
Thoqgh tﬁe origin: of these divisions cannot be explained,
inscriptional evidence showed that they had been in exis-
tence fo¢ the last one théusand yearsg, - It appeared from
" thisg diviéion that right hand castes are mainly of agri=-
cultural éccupations and the left hand castes are mainly
of aréisan cémmunities like,viswahrahmiﬂs.g This division

was a source of constant strife and led to large scale

perial Gazetteer f*iﬂdia,.?r incial Series, Madras (I

I
{Calcutta, 1908), p. 32

9. Vignanasarvaswamu, Vol. III, opscits, ps 16,

8,
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violenée and the law courts were fioéded with litigation
of this kind.aoi |

Though the caste system showed no signs of loosen-
ing its %?03 grip, with the introduction of western
eduCatioﬁ; changes in the traditional economy, rise
of new ﬁfafeSSions and towns and “the introduction of
:ailwajs and other communicétiens, more occagions and
Oppoftunéties were created for sccial inter-course, A
Brahﬁin, under severe economic siress or under the
lure_Of economic prosperity, was changing his profes- |
sian.(occupation) and Brahmins were the first to take
to the new education and occupy salaried jobs like
élerks, dubashis (translators) in the deernmenh.
Howéver, since the spread of newvlearning was again
limited to a few, the traditional functional division
of society remained, by and large, the same till the

end of the 19th century.

SOCIAL EVILS:

All social evils were supposed to have had <.~

religious sanction and hence the people were either

10. Bnugula Veeraswamaiah, Kasiyatra Charitra (Bezawada,
_1941. First edn., 1838), f.n. p. 370,
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reluctant or afraid of opposig them. ‘Though practices

11 12

like t'sati : ’hookswinging',\and fire_walking' - were

prevalent, nevertheless they were rare in occurrence,
Slavery, of the dcmestié type was more common in Andhra.
Despite the declérétion of the Board of rgﬁenue in 1818
that the agricul tural labourers were free, they frequently
.worked on contract and were bOund.tg the same #illages

and families during their life time;13 Tpe Act of 1843

- deprived é;avgry Sf its legal status\byvpioviding that

courts would not entertain claims %Yo slaves,
11. See Vennelacunty SoobTow, LLie oFf vVennelacunty SooDIrow
(Madras, 1873), p.51. He wrote, "I visited the ceremony
- of the widow of Toomoo Paupaiah vho had just died burn-
ing herself on the funeral pile of her deceased husband",
It occurred in 1822,  Also see John A.C.Boswell, ed.,
Mannual of the Nellg%e District (in the Presidency of
Madras), iMaéraS,-18'3-,-paZ5O.‘ He mentioned that in
Nellore district the practice of Sati burning was
prevalent and some of the sites were still perpetuated
where these satees have been held by a shed or a rough
temple being built over the spot, In some cases women
who have thus sacrificed themselves have been defied
and raised to the posgition of village goddesses., See
for instance N.G.Ranga, ‘Fight for Freedom (Autobiogra-
phy) (Delhi, 1968),pp.5=6,wherein it is mentioned that
a temple was raised in Nidubrolu in commemmoration of
'*sati! performed by one of his ancestors., According to’
him that temple is venerated by people even to-day, This
was an instance of 'sati! among the sudras, Another in-
stance of 'sati'! among the sudras was brought out by -
Dr,T.V.Subba Rao in his unpublished Ph.D.thesis, *Telugu
Yeeragadhacharitrgmu' (January, 1968), He stated that
one Birudavolu Narayanamma wife of Papireddy of Gudur
{Nellore District) performed 'sati' round about the year
1828 whose life is being sung today by people in that
area as a ballad.
_ 12. WgFrancis, GpaCited;’ pi64g
- 13, Tharpma Xumar, “Land and Caste in South India™ (C.U.P.,

1965), pp. 45 - 48,
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‘Kanyasulkat {putehaae of child brides) was very much
in vogue in Andhra during this period, This evil practice
wae closely associated with the s%a%ﬁa of wséen in aéeiety.
Women were tréa%ed as gubordinates to men. Different
standards and different mgxal.eaaeé decided éh& behaviour
of men and women, Both law as well as religion combined

in their denial of rights and liberties to women, The
subjection of iﬁ&ian women was ess&ntially & socio~econoe
mic problem, Born in a society whefe the birth decided -
all status ;% endowed with no prééér%y rights the Indian
women had %o lesd & pitiable life'uatil ihé7ma?ements in
favﬁur of their righte and lihertieg were launched,

A consequence of the evils like Kanyasuika' and
infant-marriages was the problem of widowhood, The misery
of & widow, mainly among the upper castes, was tragic.

Widows were treated as slavea, Among highe: castes,

the widow's hesd wae shaved, ornaments taken off and the
ugfortunate girl'was deprived of all pleasures of life,

#She was not even allowed to perticipate in family cerom
maﬁies-as‘her presence was thought %o bring misfbrtuﬁeca¢~
She became often an ohject of contempt and mﬁltreatment.;q-*ﬂ
This kind of situation made some women prafer death to

torture and commit *sahagamana' (self-immolation). Somes

4. VePeBs Raghuvanﬂhi, i - the 18th gentury
{¥ow Delhi, 1969), p.106, The daaer, ption of the une
fortunate position of widow of the 18%h century had
hardly changed in the 19th century,
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times the birth of unwanted babies 1¢d to infanticide,
Among the so~called lower castes in ﬁhé_bountryside widow.
remarriages were not unknown, thoﬁgh'hmoﬁg_the ‘Upper

cagstes' they were almost completely aﬁsenta'

Devadasis'(nautch~girls) came tq?be considered as a
synonym for prostitutes. They developed into an-exclusive
caste of their own "having its oﬁn laWS_of-inheriténcé,
its own customs and rules of etiquetfé.;..“15 There were
companies of dancing girls (Devadasié) marvied fo a pré~
eiding deity"™ but who live bty prostitution and who attend
at private houses on all @ccaéions of feasting or celebraw
tions of any sort.“§6 No doubt therévwerg good perférmers
~of dance and music among them. ﬁeveftheléss their per-
formances gradually degenerated into;pasSionate.and vulgar
expressions of their phyéique and this generally led to the
deterioration of moral life in in* societys To keep a
prostitute énd to attend a 'naateh'_?érformaﬂce became

status symbols and acts of prestigég1y

15. Edgar Thurstén, op.cit., p. 131,
16, John A.C. Beswell, op. cit., pe. 215,

17. K.Veeresalingam, Sweeyacharitramu (Autobiography),
(Rajahmundry, 1954), Part L, pps30-91, It consists of tw
parts, The first part was published in 1911 and the
gecond part in 1915, This as well as foregoing references
and passages quoted, from theamtobiography, in the present
thesis, are taken from the original text (in Telugu)and
translated into Bnglish, : , :
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Since cducation and enlightenment were very 1imited,
ignorance reigned uupreme resaltizﬂ in a legion of superw
stitions, If an owl yereheﬁ on a house, it would bring
'misfertune t¢ <the inmaetes and if a crow c@wed on the roof
of a house it wauld hring & gueat.18 Bad omens included
being guesticned regarding businesg on which one is set-
ting out: or dirvectly after leaving the house, catehing
sight of & Brahman, itwo sudras, & widow, oil, a snake or
- & sapnyasi, would thwart the purpose of the'viait.19 Good
omens included hearing & bell ring, the braying of an ass
or on first leaving the nouse, séeing a married woman, a
corpae, flowers or a toédydgoﬁgzﬁ Women and houses were
often supposed to be possessed of devils, whom only a
professional witch-foctor could exorcise, Trees and devils
were supposed to be intimately connocted, and a stunted
or deformed- tree was often péin%ed out as the adode of a

21

devil. Wien a man was supposed to be possessed by an
evil spirit, "it is often the practice to take him out to .
some esgpecial tree, which is supposed to be a favourite
residence of demons, and there 4o drive a nail into the

trunk. n22

18, FaxlKeHemmingway s ggdﬁgar 3 Digkrict Gagett
(Madras, 190? » Ps 46. Alsa gee J4D.5. Gribble
Manusl ict (Madrau, 1875), ps 292 where ' .
he ﬁan*ianeﬁ in deiaix the birds and animals which :
were supposed 46 be of evil omens

19; Ibid.

20. Ibnia. , .

21. d40.8., Gribble Mann ual of t (Mad,,1875),
7 e 284‘i '

224 Ibid.

s
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qﬁild'birth was surrounded by a number of supersti-

tions. A pregnant woman was not supposed to see an‘eclipse
oxr her child would be born deformed.23 Some dreams were -
supposed to foretell events., It was a good thing to aream'
of being bitten by a cobra and if the bite drew blood it
was considered specially good.24 | |
Séareity of rain was dealt with in various ways like pou-

ring’ one thousand pots of water over the lingam in the
| Siva temple. Another way followed to invoke Varuna (the
faiﬁ god) was that the Maléé tie a live frog to a mortar
ahd take it round the village in a procession saying
'Mother frog, playing in water, pour rains by pots full.'
The villagers of other castes, then would come and pour

water over the Malas.25

Religious 1life:

’.Brahﬁanical superiority in society greatly affected
the religious life. The Brahmanical festivals (like |
sivaratri, Vaikuntha Ekadasi) were popular. Large Brahma-
nical shrines were aﬁtractingaéreat following, mainly from
the richer séctions of other communities, Besides these
large temples, small shrines to the orthodox Gods were
numerous, The 'gramadevatas' or village deities were

numerous, Hardly was there a village without its shrine

23, F.R. Hemmingway, Op.Citey De 46,
24, Ibid., p. 47.

25, Ibid, Also see V. Francis, Yizagapatam, Madras District
gazetteers (Madras, 1909), p. 265.



~13=

'to scmé ~peﬁanta1amma, 6i' woman who commit- - |
ted sati,?G . These gramadevatas, were of female sex,
They'included_ﬁukalamma, Bangaramma, Maridamma, Paiditalli,
Maﬁhyalaﬁﬁa, Polarémma, Gangamma and others. They did
not have any clegr history, definite atiributes or
(éxcept"in some cases where buffalo sacrifices were made)
any spécial ritwal, They weie all eéually feared and were
worshipped as averters of dreadful diseases like cholera,
small pox, and as possible granters of boons to thoge who
made vows before them;27‘ Begides the orthodox Gods of

the Hindu pantheon, and village goddesses, the caste
'deifies (Ranyakamma of the Vysyas, the Gontiyslamma of

the Malas and Madigas' Matangiralu) and also the family
deities were wcrshipped.zs As the poorer and"lowef
sections of the society were generally the worshippers

of the village deities their shrines were %hevpoorest
constructions of one small cell and often being merely a

spot under & tree marked by a few sacred emblenms,

The Hindu religion prescribed many ceremonies for
marriages and funerals, Also a number of ceremonies were
ordained in the life of an individual from birth to death.
Women and young girls had & goed number of functions to
perform. Hewever, all these functions and ceremonies were

mainly confined %o the rich sections of the community who

264 W Francis, v Vizagapatan, ﬂagr District gazeﬁteegs
{Mzdras, 1909), p. 267.

27. F. R. ‘Hemmingway, op. cit., p. 48,
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“had means as well as leisure to pérform them. The

poorer sections of the society remained aloof from them.

Besides the Hindﬁé whc'consfiiuted the o%erwhelming
majority of the populatioﬁ, there were the ﬁuslims (6%),
the Christians (3%) and the Animists (2%),%% the rapia
advanee in the numbers of the native Christians was a
marked feature of fhis time. Most of the converts were
drawn from the lowest classes of societys. It was per-
haps their desire to run away from a;éasteadominated
oppressiye society to embrace a religion which held no
casté disﬁinctions and also which prgmised them educa-

tion and better social opportunities.so'

Social life:

The dwellings of the people varied vastly from the
one roomed, mud-walled, thatched-roof hut of the poor to
the elaborate dwelling of the rich money-lender/or landowner
The dress varied Qith religion and caste and differed in
'differenf localities., Speaking generally, both men and
women, except the ficher classes, wofe coarsest clothes,
made usually of home-spun cotton woven by the local
weavers, ThOugh generally men wore three pieces of cloth,

the poorer classes could afford to wear only a single cloth

29, Imperial Gazetteer of India, op.cit., p. 33.

30, Ibid,, .. ... Also see ‘Enugula Veeraswamayya, op.cit,,
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(languti) round the waist. The educated men took to coats,
and sometimes trousers and even boots, Women wore sarees
and half-jackets, though the poor women could not afford

to have the latter..

A number of festivals were celebrated;both of reli-
gious and secular bias. But“among them the most popular
and commonly celebrated were.Sankranthi (Pongal='boiling')
in January when the first rice o# thq_ngw.cfop will be
boiled in the new pots, the Ayudha Puja ('worship of
fmplemehtsf, called Dussera also)vin bctober, the Dipavali
(literally, 'row ofblights') in October or November;

The people had no lack'of-amusegents. Vandering -
acrobats, jugglers and ballad-singers were touring periodi=-
cally, Play acting, mainly of puranic sfories, and puppet
shows were commonly staged in the villages. Cock and ram-
fighting were very poPular,_eventhough the latter was
rather an aristocratic pastime. Kolatam* was a very com-
mon pastime for girls and boys in the countryside. It was-
~also én ancient pastime, being represented in the c¢arvings

on’ the temples at‘Hampi¢31

 With regard to food habits, the Muslims, the Christians,

31. W Francis, ne 5, ps 59,

¥ A morris-dance, in a ring: usually with sticks; which
are struck together in harmony. ' Sees C.,P, Brown,

Telugu=English Dictiopary, (Hyderabad, 1966), p.323.
First Published in 1852, .
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and the lower classes of Hindus ate meat, except that the
Muslims did not touch pork and the beef-eating was confined

to the 'lower castes', The upper classes of Hindus were

mostly vegetarians. Rice was the st?ple food of the
richer ciasses, and cheaper food graiﬁs such as ragi,
Jonna were the usual diet of the other. Nearly all clas-
ses chew betel, Aleohbl, to begin with, was confined to
the lower sections of the society; eventhough a gradual
spread of this‘habit among all classes could be seen in

the second half of the 19th century.-2

Educations

At the beginning of the 19th century, education was
mainly confined to the Pial school system in which a course
in Sanskrit and arithmatic and Telugu were given to pupils
by a teacher who taught them in the verandah of a house or
under the shade of a tree for which he was7meagrely paid '
by the pareﬁts of the pupils, It took quite some time to
get out of this rut of wnimaginative and unscientific

methodof 1earn3.ng.33 Replying to the Minute of Sir Thomas

32, The native news papers reported during 1687-88 about the
evils of drinking liquors and deplored the complacency
of the Government in not bringing out a legislation
prohibiting this evil. They alleged that as the Govern-
ment was interested in getting an additional incomeand
hence its reluctance to ban liquor. See for example
Jiyvekavardhani, Report on Native Newspapers,May,1887.

33, Vennelacunty Soobrow, op.cit,, pp.65=T74. Soobrow, in

‘ these pages, published the report he submitted to the
Madras School Book ‘Society when he was made a member of
it in 1820. He pleaded for the reform of the existing
out-dated school system and made a good number of
suggestloﬁs for lts improvement.
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Munro, Governor of Madras, on the prevailing state of
education (June 25, 1822), the Collector of Bellary;

Mr. A.D. Campbell wrote that every scheol boy would repeat
verbatimva geod number of verses like.a parrot without
knowing their mean1n9.34 Howevar, the secoad' half

of the 19th century witnessed compar&tivelyéégégb;regress
in education with the establishment of Angld—Vernacular
‘schools in many patis cflﬁnéhrag The great impetus came
%o education when the 'Iocal Punds'! were created by the
Covernment in 1871, The ryots in Rajahmundry area applied
to the Sub-follector %o establish vernacular schools in
thedir viliages, offering to meet the ekpenﬁiture by a
fixed apnual addition %Yo the revenue demand on their vil=-
lages, This came tc be called the Rajahmundry system of
schooling. The establishment éf schools around Rajahmunu
dry was the first attempt made by Goverament for the ex-
tension and improvement of eduecation in the Madras ?reai-
dency. This clearly showed that fhg desire of peopie in
these parits to learn Engiish in particular and receive
education in general was‘intense.35 In Cuddapah distriet
during 1871-72, there were a total of 212 village schools,
educating 4,057 scholars,- Similar strides, in this

regard, werc made in other districts too, Taking the

3§, 8. athxanufhaﬂ, History of Zducation in the ﬂagggg
Presidency (Madras, 1894), ». 4. _
35. Ibid., p. 43.

36, J+D.Be Grlbble, OP« eit, Pe 43,
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Madras Presidency as a whole, the total number of schools
(both Government and non~Gove;n@ent)vand pupils in 1858-59
were 459 and 14,940 reépectively. In 1870~71 the schools
‘and pupils increased to 3,479 and 1,12,776 respectively.
In a period of 12 years the increase was phenomenal.‘ By
1880~81, the position was muchﬂbétter, The total number
of schools were 12,878 and pupils nuﬁbereé to 3.27,808.37
Along with the Govérnment, the éffofts of Missionaries¢
also helped the spread of education in Andhra, The
Missionaries started schools, both for boys and girls

“and published books in Telugu. In 1877 three first grade
_colieges were sﬁartéd in Madras Presidency among which
one was established at Rajahmundry.Bg Since the public
philanthfopy was slow in'¢oming forward to undertake

the establishment of schools, the Government was exhorted
to open more schools, and impart new education to the
children;39 However, the spread of education was confined

to the upper and middle classes in society.

Beconomic life:

_rAs_mentioned earlier the East India'Company, by the

beginningvoﬂ the 19th century, became a political power in

37, S.‘Santhianatham, op.cit,, &ppendix,-Stafistical Table I,

38, F.R., Hemmingway, op.cit., p.155. To begin with, a Zilla
School was started in 1853 and was made a college in
1873 when F.A. class was opened,

39. See for example the news item published by Sanmargadarsani
requesting the opening of new schools with modernised
syllabus and effective supervision. Report on Nativye
News Papers, September, 1887,
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~ Andhra., The traditional Zamindars (in the Circar dis-
tricts) and poligars (in the Ceded districts) ccntinued
and they were collecting taxes from the people and paying
to the Gompany._ The Andhra Zamindars, mostly, weré-from
the upper castes such as’Brahmins, Kshatriyas,.Velamgs or
Kammasg. }The wealth and social status conferred by caste
combined to establish their ascendancy over the society.
Agriqultg?e being the mainstay of éeople,vthe,life qf\
peasants, sandw%;ched between the Company and the Zamine
dars, was miserable. The iife of artisans was not much
betber, All varieties of clothes were taxed in addition
to the taxes on salt, grain, cloth, i;iland trade, betel,
arrack etc.AIWith the ruin of the native textile indﬁstry
due to the impett of foreign made mill cloth and with no
protection extended to the native products, the majority
of weavers in Andhra were gradually foreced to work as
agricultural labourérs. Thus the pressure on agricule

" ture was increased,

Agriculture was in a bad shape with its heavy depen=-
dence upon favourable monsoon, infertile soil, out-dated
imﬁlements and with no help or encouﬁagement in the shape
- of loans to the peasants either from the Government or the
Zemindars. The agricultural classes sufferéd;heavily due
to,rackareéting and over»gssessmeht in regard to the
revenue they had to pay %o the Goverhment irrespective of
_Ythe“type of settlement that was in operation, Adequate

attentiaa was not paid either to the extension or maintenance



of sources of irrigation like tanks and wells, The ,
- condition of irrigation works was fa?‘from satisfactory.4o
VFufther, the lack of fixed land tenures and the intrigues
of the revenue servanfs added to the misery of the peasants

‘and made agricultural progress impossible,

' The introduction of the Permanent Settlement, with
its magic touch of land ownership ?nd a permanent assess-
ment, ﬁas envisaged to stimulate industry, promote agri

culturé and augment the general wealth and prosPerity.41
The sponsors ofAthe Settlement did noﬁ care.who the land
oﬁner‘was, go long as it was cultivated and land revenue
regularly paid., Since the reSpectivé'rights‘of the ryot
and the Zamindar were not made clear; the Settlement
resulted in confusion and mischief, iThe Settlement
enabled the Zamindars to enjoy enormous incomes, and the
affluence led them to live on an unpfécedented scale.
Unfortunately the rights of the peasants were nqwhere
defined, and thus the culfivators were exposéd to unmiti-
gated opp}ession; They were content with mere collection
of rent and never showed interest in either the improve-
ment of land or agricultural.production. Touring through

the Northern Circars in 1823, as Governor of Madras,

30, h. Sarada Rajun, Boonomic Conditions in the Madras
. Presidency (Madras, 19415, PPs- 122-123.

Calcutta, 1918),

Vol. 1L, July 28, 1812, p. 172.
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Sir Thomas Munro was struck by the agrarianvdiscontent
and poverty of the people and recorded his suggestions

and definitive views in his famous minute dated Dec. 31y
1824 in which he pleaded for the protectlcn of ryots in

,the Circars. He said that the Permanent Settlement deprlved
the ocgupant ryots of their ptOprietory rights and bestowed_
them on Zamindars and other imaginéry landlords., In

thé Northern Circars, misrule and maladministration, anarchy
and tyranny bééame the watchwords of revehue administra«-
tion. Thus the Permanent Settlement proved a failure,
Revenues decreased, population diminished and people

-were reduced to poverty and destitution,

Wwith the introduction of the Ryotwari system in
the Ceded districts, the cdndition‘of'peasants became
worse, ‘Under the Ryotwaii system, the benefit of every
ryet being a peasapt proprietor at a fixed assessment
proved illusory, Land rent was as high as Rs.25/- to
Rs.56/~ per acre;4? The ryots, unable to pay taxes,
became victims in the hands of village sahukars (money
lenders) and finally leaving the land, left their places.
ﬁge condition of peasants was described thus: "There are
villages in which the owners of the land have become so
utterly impoverished, that their whole land is mort-
ga8Cdes s e In very many other cases the ryots hav

contracted their holdings to what is just enough to |

42. A.V.Ramana Rao, Economic. Develeggent of Andnra Pr
(Bombay, 1957) P. 80: y quL(5:4;5 “N1a&MUE
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then the means of living, and cultiva%e that, less

for profit, thah because they must do solbr starve, no

other means Being open %o them to gain to livelihood,"*3.
_<  £vno£ewérthv feature of this period was: the coﬁ;
structlon of the Godavari and Krishna anicuts on the
1n1t1at1ve of Sir Arthur Cottan.44 Besides developing
cultivation, the British used them as.channeis of
transport of cash crops like cotton, tobacco fromAthé
interior parts to the main centres.45 However, they.
immensely helped the growth of agricuiture in the Goda-
vari ané Xrishna districts which from then on came to
be called the granary of Andhra., In éarticular the
ovérall growth of the Godavari district wes phenomenal,
From a revenufl point of view, it has leaped from the
13th place among the 22 districts of the Madras Presi-

dency to the second place46 and became "The most

: 43,'J‘D. Boudilon, North Arcot Digtr;gt Gazetteer (Madras,
1854), ps 147. The present Chittor district of the

Ceded districts was then a part of North Arcot district,

44, Sece F.R., Hemmingway, Godavari, op. cit., pp.79=85.

- "he Godavari anicut was the first of any real magni—
tude to be built by Buropeans in this Presidency." The
Cauvery anicut was an elaboration of native enterprise,
The sanction for the Godavari Anicut was received in
1847 and was completed by 31st March, 1852, The work
on the Krishna anicut was commenced in 1792 and was
completed by 1853, .

45, A.V. Ramana Rao, op. cit., p. 80,

46, Sir Arthur Cotton,Lectures on Irrigation Works in India
(Autumn Session,1874), Vijayawada,1968),p. 4. The ravenu
in 1843-44 from all sources was K.17,25, 841 and by 1898
the land revenue alone was &.60 19, 224, an increase of
nearly 250 percent.
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thriving in India from having been one of the poorest.“47
Vhen the wcrk of the anicut commenced there were 56? 041
inhabitants in the Godavari dlsﬁxlct'and according to

fhe census of 1891, the popu;atisn i@creased'to 1,517,741
or nearly 300 percent.48 Dr, Raéebuig (the dompahy’s
batanist.who_édndﬁcted an experimentgi farm for several
years) said that Ragahmundry'(the birth'place.yf Veeresa-
lingam in the Godavari district) had some of the finest
lands in India which could yield rich crops of sugar,
coﬁton, tcbacco and mulberries be31des having extensive
tracts of paddy cultivatlen.49 Commenting upon the
changes.ln Godavari district since the construction of
the anicut, S. Nathamuni Mudaliar, a retired Tahasildar

| from the éiétriét, stated thus: "The wealthier classes
were muqh bvenefitted and the condition of ryots was so
much improved by the general high prices that instead

of belng in the hands of sowcafs, they were sowcars
themselves...» The vast increase in agriculture by

- irrigation has very materially improved the condition

of rjots..,. Roads have multiplied..,., Thé number of
village schools has so considerably increased that there

are now four Deputy Inspectors. (Sub-Assistants) and one

Assistant Inspector for the whole district in the place of

47, Ibid., pe40
48, Ibid., Dp. 3.

49, M.P,. R. Reddy’s unpublished monograpn,4 Agrarian System
£ , t_Indi 21760-1820;.
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~one Deputy Inspe@tor.... This is besides an Insyeoting
Schoolmaster for each taluk. The Sub-Assmstant Inspec—
tors are staticne@,‘oﬁe at Narasapur, another at Ellore,
d third at Rajahmundry and a fourth at Cocanada...s

The present project of Lerd Connemara of connecting this
part of the couﬂtry_With,Madras by means of rail roads
will still ﬁ@re=develop the resources of the country, "0
The construction of iailways in this part of the country,
was eommenced_inv1é90 and was over by August 1893 and
then called the East Cgast‘railway;51' The railways con=
 tributed to the furthér growth of trade and commerce and
~also maée journeys eaéy and cheap for people. They also
led to the flow of ideas from and a direct access to the

‘Presidency metropolis (Madras Oity),

Thére were no industriés worth.mentioning in Andhra
- except the handloom 1ndustry. The spindle and the wheel
were the two additional means of livelihood to the poer
people, Thread making was an important cottage industry
and nearly as many as 200 varieties of cloth were produced.
waever,’thé colonial interests of importing eloth.from'

" Bngland ruined the native handloom industry and -

50. S. Srinivasa- Raghavalyanyar, memcrandum on tge Progres
of the Madras Presidency uri the last ars

British Administration, Appendix, Section V -Nadras 1893)

_ pp. CCXI-CCX1V,

5%. C. Lakshminarasimham, Sweeyacharitramu (Bezwada, 1944),
p» 106, Ci.Lakshminarasimham was a student and later a
follower and co-worker of Veeresalingam in his reform

> activities, He wrote autobiography in Telugu., BRefe=
rences from it are translated and given in the thesis,
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spinning as a geparate ptefessioh wa.s rdpidly disappear-

52 So millions of.them became jobless and began %o

iﬂgi
flock to agri¢u1tufé'or migrate to towns that were coming
up or leave for other countries like British Burma in

search of iiveliheodj'

The growph of towns in Andhra was started by the mid-
dle cfvthe_jéth‘century and many well established towns
came into ggistencg'by-the_closé of the‘century. Availae
bility ci commerce, labhour, means of communication like
the Godavari and the Krishna canal system, the railways
and modern eduéation contributed to thé growth of towns
which became the breeding centres of new ideas. Aiong
with the growth of towns the middle classes came into
existence. They fought for liberal and democratic values
and resgecte§ ipdividual but nét religious authoritys

They stood for intellectual freedom amd social mobility.”?

Thus the break-up of the 0ld political and economic
order had a deep impact on society. The new revenue set-
tlements created private property in 1and‘introducing'ina
dividual ownership of land and thereby transforming society
from a basis of status to one of contract. This and other
new commercialiand economic foreces which entered the village
unéermined thé agrarian economy of the Indian village of

the prenBritish pexriod, This change in the.land relations

52, S.Srinivasa Raghavaiyangar, OP. Cites ps O3s
53. BeB. Misra, The Indian Middle Clasges (OUP, 1961), p.7.
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was the most important event in the process of'the transforma-
tion from the pre~capitalist fgg@al economy of India into the
capitalist economy. Karl Marx spoke of,phé,destructiﬁe as well
as regenerative roles of the British rulé in India, The destruc-
tion of the olﬁ village economy, though itvinvolved much suffering
and_misery, historically considered, was a progressive event. It
was a right'step in the direction of uniting the Indién pecple
economically into one unit. It put an end to the isolation of
the village communities who were living in an age-long atﬁGSphere
of social passivity and intellectual inertia. Further, the urban
handicrafts of pre-British India decayed under the pressure of

the cheap products of foreign countries,

- This process of converting India into an industrial market
for i foreign goods brought untold suffering to the village
.artisans; But it paved‘the way for the transformation of India
into a single economic unit. Due %o these measures there deve-
loped symptoms of a structural imbalance in the Indian seciety

a8 a whole auriné the 19th century, These events along Qith
the spread of education; growth of towns and the rise of new:
professional (middié) classes led to the much desired social
mdbility and social éhange, Karl Marx, while commenting upon
~ the crumbling of thervillage economy énticipated the ushering

in of "The only social revolution ever heard of in Asian, 24

Thus, when once the village economy, the solid foundation of

- eriental deSpotiSm: wag vieolently disturbed and slowly melt-
"ing away, the social changes were bound to take place, The break-
up of the 0ld economic structure and the emergence of the caplta-
list system, however, did not fully take place and hence the much

neoniplete achievement,
alcutta, 1970), p. 90.

54 Quoted in R. P.Dutt‘s‘rnd‘a,fo~dav
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CHAPTER II

INFLUENCES ON VEERESALINGAM

Tffhé_dawn of tﬁe 19th century over Andhradesa saw the
'Telugu socie%y_a closed one.based on the steellframewofk
of caste and other aivisions; The traditional Pial school
syéfem‘wasvthe rule of the day., English education did not
make muehidf a headway into the society. Andhradesa being
" the agricultural hinter land of the city of Madras, new
~ professions were very slow in their coming: So, there was
vnd possibility of the rise of an urban middle class which
alone.coﬁld take the Telugu society out of its rut before
;18555 It wasvomly after the advent of Kandukuri Veeresa-
1iﬁéam {1848—19ié) that the real stért.was made to set
$hings right, It is not as though the urge for reform
was totally absent before in the minds of the new elite
who came under fhe_influence of western thought and
philosophy and who pernaps were aware of the reform
movements in Bengal during the first half of the 19th cen=-
tury. One or two instances of genuine urge for reform

and recognition of the sorry state of things may be cited,
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Enuvula Veeraswamalah (1780»1836) and his young protege

aad relation Vennelacunty Soobrow (uubba Rao) (1784«1839),

Brahmins and both dub@shis in the Sadar Sunreme court at f

Madras have left in their autoblographlcal wrltings traces

of this recognition of social evils.-

The most important contribution in this direction was

1.

2,

Enugula Veeraswamaiah's 'Kasiyatra Charitral', was

first published in 1838, The latest edition was
published in 1941 by D.V. Siva Rao with notes and
comments, fThe author undertook a pilgrimage from
Madras to Kasi (Banares) via ceded districts,
{Cuddapah, Eurnool and Anantpur), Hyderabad and
while returning travelled through the Circar

‘districts (Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, Godavari, Krishna,

Nellore),. In this book the author described 'in
detall the social conditions of Andhra prevailing
during that period with his comments against the
social evils, In helping to know the social
conditions of the period under review, it is a
source book comparable to Bishop Heber's Journal,
As one of the founders of the Hindu Literary

Society in Madras, he contributed %o its activities
like the spread of English education and creating
political sonsciousness among people by arranging
public lectures., The society's efforts ysblore fruit
in 1839 when Elphinstone the Governor of Madras :
established the University Board, 1In 1841 April,
the Madras University Bnglish High School wag esta-
blished., As the book was written in Telugu, the
references and quotations given here are translated
into Engllsh. :

V. Soobrow, yen :
biographical account Madras, 1873), As a member
of the 8School Book sgclety at Madras, he brought to

“the notice of the Government "the very deficient

mode of education among the natives" and pleaded
for its replacement by a well organised system.
of education with English as a part of it.



made by SwamyﬁeenaAMutheonarasimmah Naidbo of Rajahmundry,
a'digtriét munsiff, who in his book *The Hiﬁha Socchanee’3
sucéeeded_in drawing thé notice of his conteﬁporaries to
the SOCial inequitieg connécte@ with marriage and female
education, The book, according to the author, was meant
for.womeﬁg"as women need certain type of knowledge concern-
ing their'problems“ gince womens' education was slowiy
spreading;4 ‘He pleaded, in the book,’fpr‘introductidn

of scientific edue‘;{tion and for the translation of scienti-
‘fic works from English into Vernaculérs. He went on to

condemn the popular superstitions like the existence of

evil spirite and methods adopted bj witch-doctors, He
exhorted the people not to worship village deities in order
to eséape from the contagious and dreadful diseases like

- cholera but to observe clealiness and dppealéd to them to
take proper medicél care for their cure. ¥With regard to
his ideas on marriage, he was far ahead of his times and
contemporaries, He stressed mutual love and affection -
betweén the bride and groom - and severely criticised the

wasteful expenditure incurred in the name of ma:riage

3. Swamyneena Muthoonarasimmah Naidoo, Hite Soochanee
(Moral Imstructor in prose), (Madras, 1862). The
author was one of the earliest English educated ‘
persons in Andhra., As he died in 1856 the book
should have been written around 1850, The book
was written in Telugu, Extracts from this book
given in thisthesis are translated from the
original into.English, .

4, Ibid, Preface,
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ceremonies., He mentioned and proved with the help of >
slokas (read during marriage ceremgnieg) that mairiages

- were, in the past,‘performed cn}y afteg girls attained
proper age and maturity of mind,s Thué he condemned the
system of child marriages and suggestéq the marriageabhle
age of 12 for-girlsé and 16 for boys!., Furthrmore he
attributed the‘practice of Kanyasulka (purchase of child
brides) to tﬁe system of early marriages which resulted
in widowhood and injurious practices like debauchery'and
other cruel and immoral practices like infanticide ete;s
This book which reflected the trend of ideas of intellec~-
tuals in Andhra during the.middle of thé 19th century per-
haps had é deep impact on the moulding of the mind of
Veeresalingam, We find this book in his personal  collection
of books. Another book, we come across, in his personal

1ibrary9 is called 'Stree Kalakallolini?'! published from

5. Ibid,, ps 166,

7. Ibid., pe 195,

8, Ibid., p. 216, '

9, Veeresalingam's personal library constitutes a nmajor part
of the pregent Rajahmundry town hall library. His col-
lection consists of both English and Telugu books among
which mention may be made of encyclopaedias, literary
histories, histories of different nations and books on
social histories. Standard books on Brahmo Samaj are
alse found in good number, We find, in these books, the
pencil markings and marginal writings of Veeresalingam,
What remains of his personal library to-day is only a part
of his huge library, which unfortunately was damaged by
the Godavari floods in 1952, Consequently his correspon=-
dence (with Mahadev Govind Ranade, Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar
Pandit Sivanatha Sastry and others) was lost to the
posterity.
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Bangalore in ?875.‘O It had three chapters of which the

secend w§$ exclusively devoted to the éause of women's
education. Veeresalingam wrote in his journal Viveka-
vardhani that he received the book and found it written in
an easy style useful to women.'! It agpears that this
book too had a great influence later on the writings of
Veeresalingam on social problems, Veeresalingam was, there-
fore, not an iso;ated_phénomenon but was the product of

the growing self-awareness of the rising middle class, {f

Veer eaallngam belonged to niyogi sect among Brahmlns.
Niyogis were gsecular and worldly in their outlock and have
come 1o oceupy the key posts in administration from the days
of the Muslim conquest of Andhra, They realised the impor-
tance.of English education as a means to secure positions
of influence in the Govermment and took Yo it early in
Andhrasjz Veeresalihgam's ancestors were employed as
Dewans ap? Deéhpondees - the revenue officials « under the
Muslim rule.’ Some of them were eveh e estate»holders.13
Véeresallngam*s grandfather was a Dewan under uhe local
estate-holders of the Godavarl distrlct and was known for

nis nhilanthrOpy and liberal patronage of poets and

10, ley?r Surl, Stree Kalakallalini (Telugu), (Bangalore,
1875 - _

. 11. Vivekavardhani, May 1875. ‘4 bilingual journal edited
and published by Veeresalingam from Rajahmundry.

12, The two names mentioned in footnotes Nos, 1 and 2 were
Niyogi Brahmins who gecured jobs in the Goverament
service rather early in the 19th century.

13, K. Veerasalingam, Sweeracharltramu, op. c¢it,, Part I,
Pe 2e
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His grandfather, during the last stages of

life, went without a job and_spent muéh of the money

he had saved on the marriage of his eldest son, and by

the time of his death, the family had just enough %o

maintain itself., At times they were forced to dispose

of a few items of mébile and immobile property for the

-maintenance of the family.

15

"His father and uncle were according to Veeresalingam,

well versed in Telugu and had a working knowledge of

English too, His father was employed for some time in the

office of the Godavari District Collector and then joined

the service of the Rajah of Pithapur, Eventhough his

ancestors were fanatical saivaites (lingayats), his great

grand fathar married in a Vaishnavaite sect (among the

Smartha Niyogis) and gave up theliingayat caste symbol,

" This reformist trend, though appears to be insignificant,

was claimed by Veeresalingam as having its influence on

16

him from his boyhood.

Veeresalingam was sent to a pial school where learning

was done by rote, He learnt élementary arithmetic and read

conventional‘xélugu books like Satakas17 on morals and

acqﬁireé.a preliminary knowledge in Sanskrit.18 As there

14,
15»
16.
17.

i8,

" which Vemana Sataka, Sumati Sataka are prominent,

Ibid., ps 3.
Ibid., p.10.
Ibid;,'po 70
Sataka 1s the composition of one hundred verses (some times
a little more or less) mainly instructing people on morals
and good behaviour, In Telugu there are many Satakas among

K. Veeresalingam, op, cit., pp. 16-17.
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were no examination~oriented schools, he was asked to

~learn work in the local Governmént Revenne Office to

qualify for a jobs During this period he was introduced

to fundamentals of English by his uncle. After 1858 the
certificate awarding schools were started and Veeresalingam
was sent to the Government District School at Rajahmundry
(in 1860) where he studied for the college entrance course
and aucéessfnlly finished it in 1870, qualifying himself

for an admission into the first year of the'eollege eaurse‘.
‘As the first year college course Qas abolighed in Rajahmandry
in 1870, he'cau1§ not pursue his studies further and joined
as a teacher in Rajahmundry Government District School

as an assi$tant teacher in‘1871.19

¥hile he was a student at the Government School,
besides acquiring a good knowledge of Telugu literature,
he studied BEnglish and history, geography and science, He
showed more brilliance in mathematics, history and carto-
graghy fer which he was gspecially awarded prizes and booka.zo
One does not know for certain what books he read in Bnglish,
However, the course content of the middle schools of that
period (up to the 8th steandard) included Bradshaw's English
- Reader - V, Manual's English Grammar, Lethbridgets History
_of India, Collier's History of BEngland, Geography Manual
and Mathematics comprising Arithmetic. Algebra.and Geometry.21
19. Ibid, , p.sé. ’

O ¢§5 P
21. G, Lakahminarasimham, Ope. Citey ps 35,
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It may yerhaps be concluded that the mllege entrance course
(highoer than the midale schecl caurse) done by Veeresam .

lingam should have contained aﬁvanced courses on Indian
and European histories and prebably some classies of the

English literature and elements of Western Politi cal
Philosephy. '

.:Being a Bﬁrahmm by 'birth, Veeresalingam was prone to |
favour . orth,eacxy both in iife and letters during the
early part of his life. His faith in the validity of the
Vedic anﬁ_ other Mantras was absolute, He was much under
the ‘influe'n'ce of Brahmanical 'pr.iestas After a ceremonious
~bath in the i’i\fer Godavari, he used to visit the neardy
Shiva temple and applied sacred ashes (vibhuti) all over
the body., On special féstival days of religioaa signifie
cance like Shivarathri (the birth day of Lord Siiva), he
was fasting the whole day.22 In his writings t0o he dise
piayed a bias for orthodoxy in style as Qe-ll aé co n‘bezi‘-b’.
Veeresalingam wrote two Satakas in ’l‘el.ugu during his eariy ’
literary came'r» which reflected clearly his orthodoxy, He c_
addressed them to the presiding deities of two temples in
nis home town (Rajahmundry). However, credit srould be
given to Veeresalingam, who. though a saivite by birth, sang
the _praiaefs" of'Visﬁnu (in the days of strong rivalry between
the two denominations of Saivites and Vaishnavites) in one
of his Satakas for which he claimed credit for his liberality

of outlook.‘a; This attitude with regard to life and letters

2% Ko Veeresalingam, op. ezt., pp.19~20.
23@ Ibido, p.ﬁ?.
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underwent a radical change and he deviated.frem,his confor-
mism, To graép this change in his outloek,‘one should en-
deavour to understand thevsociety of Veeresalingam's time
and how it influenced his mind. As C.R. Reddy commented,
"Veefesalingam reflected the new age because he was oﬂe_ ,
of its poteﬁt makers., If he was its creator, it was partly

because he was its ereaturepe.."24

The social conditlons in Andhradesa prior to the
emergence of Veeresalingam were, as we have seen,fax from
satisfactory. The society was fragmented into fourfold caste
system and sub-castes with a large population segregated
as Panchamas having their own sub-sects,2? The upper caste
people were justifying their superiority (based on birth

not merit) by the doctrine of Karma, The free social

mingling of these groups was unthlnkable.' The praetice
vof untouchabllity reached its abaurd length when a touch
or even & glance of a so-called lower caste man was
supposed to pollute food and when such food became 'un~
touchable! for the meémbers of higher castes. IThe higher
castes appropmiateé to themselves socialiprivileges. The
tendency of imitating the higher castes 1n their habits
and manners by the "lower eastes' was witnessed during this

time,

24. C.R." Reddy 'Veeresalingam®, Swatantra (Madras), April17,
1948, (An Engllsh Weekly).

25; Guruzada Souvenir (Hyderabad, 1962), p.10.



““ThHe lack of scientific and rational ¥hinking resul-
. %ed in a number of superstitious and curious notions

about omens, dreams, evil spirits etc. Almost each house

had a ghost andfeveryﬁvillagengaﬁ ghost = déctors.26 "

Educatien;fer'wbmen was almost forbé@den. Though
ﬁhe sys%ém of doméstic'instrﬁcfion of gi&Isvwas prevalent
among the higher castes, the sPread of wcmens' education
was extremely 1im1ted 21 Women were doomed to be lifew

1ong dependents upon others as they had no property rights.

. z
_'Kaldpaniﬁ (to cross seas) was a taboo and t0 under-

take it was %o risk a social boyecott. Corruption among
the gavernment'officials (including the judicial officers)
was common and bribes were offered to and accepted by the
:pnblié'servantsiza N 1 . | .
The conteﬁporary'SQQiety of Veeresaiingam was backe
'Vward, cruel and perverse, 1Its atmaspheré was oppressive
_and all free thought was throttled, It.was a society
based on double standards -- with one set of morals for
men and another for women, one for the privileged and'andthex
for the rest of the people, In this social background,
Veeresalingam was born and brought up and against this

he: had to wage a relentless battle,

3' . Veeresalingam, Op. ¢cit.y, p. 58.

27. In 1881 out of 3,27,808 pupils attending schools in the
Madras’ presidency, only 32,341 were girls, See S.Sathia-
nathan, op. cit., p.223 and Stathtlcal Table~I1 in

- appendix,
285 K. Veeresalingam, op. 01t., ppg 80-81,

4
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" In %rying to establish the influenceéfan Veeresalin-
gam, who was in his earlier life ipclineﬁftQWards orthoaoxy,
one s"hOula take infco‘a‘cccxmt the time s_giri t and the ideals
of social justice which made him devote his attention to
the eradication of social evils as we dohnot‘come across
any personal or emotional factors contributing to this
change in him. As far as the'influences,of the Brahmo move=-
ment of Bengél and the Prarthana Samaj of Western India on
Veeresalingag were concerned, two mutﬁallyNOPposite views
were eXPressed.29 Hewefei, the;real answer to this problem
may‘ndt, perhaps, be found in this type pf generalisations,
It was true that Veeresélingam's discriminating and rational
mind was doubting and questioning the suéerstions and’age
old retrograde customé in society, He stated that he was
not prepared to be led blindly by any established faith
oxr hearsay and desired to go into the trﬁth of the matter,
If he got himself convinced of a thing he would pursue
itfsincerely.30 He mentioned in his aﬁtgbiographyvthat
against the popular belief or superstiﬁiﬁﬁ;-hg éid'nqt art

down the banana tree in his backyard when it flowered éfwits

29, See the introduction to A. Ramapathi Rao, ed,,
Kandukuri Veeresalingam Diaries and Letters (Vijayawada,
1970) in which it is stated that he was influenced by
the Brahmo reformers of Bengal. An opinion contrary
to this was expressed by Dr, M. Venkatarangaiah in an
article written in the souveneir *Yugapurushudu Veere-
salingam® (Hyderabad, n.d.)

30, K. Veeresalinrgam, op. c¢it., pe. 58.




stem and instead he allowed it to bear fruit and ate i%
against the warnings that it would brlng misfbrtune.31
'He took up the headmasterqhip at Korangi (a place near’
Ragahmundry) on a New Moun day much against his mother's
wishes who bewailed it as wanton courtiﬁg of disaster.32
Again in the case of a witch~doctor, who was called in to
cure his'mether.from faintings and fits, which she attri-
buted to evil spirits possessing her, Veeresal ingam refused
to be impoverished by his demands for more money. The
witch~doctor threatened to kill him by his black arts at
wnich Veeresalingam was not frightened. Instead, the withk
doctor fell seriously ill from self-induced fright and had
to be rescued>by'Veeresalingam from near deaﬁh.33 At this
stage in his life when he seriously began to doubt the
accepted beliefs énd customs, we learn from his autobiogmphy
that he came across a volume of the colléctedvspeeches of
Keshubchandra Sen, "After reading those speeches my faith
in certain'es%abiished'truths was shakep."34
B, 1 Ibid.. P«69. '
320 Ibid. » p'70o
33, Ibid., pp:T1=73.
34, Ibid., p«60. Veeresalingam mentioned here that one

A, Lakshminarasimham, a Brahmo, came as a t%teacher from

' Masulipatam (Bandar as it was called then) to the Dis

“ trict School in Rajahmundry. Under his influence Veeresa=
lingam and his co-students formed into a society to dise
cuss social igsues once in a week., The meetings used

to take place behind doors and they were pointedly
called as 'meetingwallahs' by the public.
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v Apart from this, lgae(was during this tiie the in-
fluence of Christian MlSSlonaries who started thelr
evangelical and cqnversion activities inm the nor thern
circars of Andhra,>” Rajahmundry had, even in the first
half pf thevich‘centu:y,'amang its population, elements
of en;ightément,‘ ‘An English lady wrote saying, "the other
day we had a visit from a very intelligent mative.... He
told us he had‘three déughters and a son, and that he was
_dete;mined not to be influenced by the Hindu prejudices |
against female education, so he had taught his daughters
to read and write ... Bnglish... but he had met vith a
great deal of frouble and opposition fiom his ?elations:
on accdunf of his innovation - espeeially from his wife,
who for a long time allowed no peace or quiet in the

'house...."ge In this context one may p01nt out the in-

fluence of,Weste?n education and thought on Veeresalingam.
The neW-edﬁcat*en generated a critical Spirit of the old
egtablished basis of society and tended to create a new
set of 8001a1 values and made people look at life from a :
new angle. Though the spirit of reform did not affect
equally all sections of the educated community, it did

create among them a general recognition of the existing'

35, Rev, R.C. Paul, History of the Telugu Ohristians
6. (Madras, 1929); DPe57e
3 Julia Thomas, Letters from Madras During the Years .
1836~3%9 (London, 1861), pe112, Letter from Rajah=
mundry, dated November 19, 1838. e
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social evils and a need for an ahalysis ?f the Indian
socio-religious conditions. On the trangformation of
ideas among his fellowmen, Veeresalingam wrote: "It

is admitted by one and all that western lore has worked
wonders émong the natives of India., We are quite aware
that English éducation has rendered natives more refined
in their manners, " has dispelled the mlst of supersti-
tion from the minds of several of them if not many and
has considerably develo?ed their moral calibre Whenever

it is properly imgarted."37

.The year 1874‘cquld ferhapé be consédexed as a land=-
mark ih the 1life 6f Veeresaliﬂgam as it»baiked a clear
beginning in his public life when he entéred the public
controversy with the orthodox sections in Andhradesa over
women's education and started a journal of his own to
“propagaée his views. Thus one could observe the growﬁh
of intellectual convictions in him to thé cause of eradi=~
céfibn cf social evils. However, Veereaﬁlingam as an active
and commltted social reformer emerged only in the ycar
1879 when he started the Social Reform Assocxatlon in
Rajahmundry and took up the cause of widow remarriages and
other activities. The evolution of his ideas on life from
ﬁhat of orthodoxy to noneconformism had a corresponding
shift in his.attitude to literature also (by the year 1874).
Veerésalingam; the scholar was receding into the béckn
ground and Veeresalingam the men with a mission, was émerg-

ing into the fbrefront. He believed that the ma in purpose

Iivekavar&hanl, OCtober, 1875,
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of'lanéuage was to communicate iﬁeas.w The simpler and
more lucid the language employed, the more effective is

38 Yeeresalingam made his

the'communication of ideas,
language simple'éo'as to make his reform ideas reach
people, His literaiy work and reforming Wwork were come-
plimentary to each other. His reformist zeal ﬁut fire

into his writingé while the dextrous use of his pen}gave

& thrust to his erusade against social evils, As C.R.Reddy
said "In literature he commenced by wri ting Prabandhas#*
bristling with slesha¥**, chitrakavita*** and the entire
gamut of ugly art;fxc;alities, and ended as the creator

ef the Telugu novel, the Telugu social satzre, the Telugu
drama, especially of the social type, and of science and

scientific biography and autobiography in Telugu;"39

Pinally, Veeresalingam belonged to the rising middle
class of Andhradesa during the later half of the 19th

century. The introduction of Engllsh education, with a

%8, K Veeresallngam, 0p. cit., part Il, pp.173-75.
#Prabandha was a popular poetical fomm during the late
middle ages which continued upto the beginning of the
19th century.

¥t It is a form of poetry in which a verse gives two
different menings.

*## It is again . a fom of poetry where more permutations
and combinations in prosody are tried giving no
importance to meaning.

39, Dr. C.R. Reddy's article, op. cited,.



view tc prepare Indians to serve the administrative ine
terests of the colonial power, hasténed the précess of thet
emergence of the ﬁiddle classes in India. The new pro=-
fessions provided these classes with urban living and
economic freedom., They were largely freed from the grip
of feuéalvsocial values and began to think and formulate
new ideas, Both‘the phyéical as well as social.moﬁility
of this new social class facilitated the development of
new thinking acéording to the changing times and needs,
The changes of attitude arising from western ideas were
more or less mainly confined to the western educated
middle class, Perhéps, that is why, the:reform movements
'oflthe 19th century“réﬁlected,by and large, the interests
of the middle classes., The economic interests of the
Indian middle 61a33es were linked up with those of colonial
interests and vice-versa, It may also be true that in its
own economic interests Britain attemptedéto modernise the
Indian society, Veeresalingam, a represéntative of this
social class which was in the vanguard of the reform
movements {or Indian awakening), opeﬁated in this broad .
frame-work and also in the context of hié contem porary
society and its awareness, "No metamorphosis recorded

on Ovid is half so wonderful as the metamorphosis of
Veeresalingam, from an antiquated pedant‘into the greatest
of moderns, %the most virile of the living and moving forces

of the present day."4o Some state that the man (that is

40, Ibid.
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to Say, a genius) makes the times and'snme others say
it is the times that would expose the man; either
way,'man and times are interdependent. HThis.was,

strikingly true in . the case of Veeresalingam.



CHAPTER III
VEERESALINGAM'S WORK



e

CHAPTER III

VEERESALINGAM'S WORK

Veeresalingan chese. teaching as hié careér by the
year 1874, Though he was éualifieélfor high posts in
the Government, as he had passed sgﬁeralirevenue and
j?dicial fésts, he,pxeferred the‘teaching profession,
He liked to be independent in life, "OQe,must»have an-ine-
_depenaent-walk_of life without‘being oﬁliged‘tojserve
others", he wrote; "and he must choose tﬁé teacher?'s -
profession, wheré there is liftle.occasion for.sinning“.1
4 number of his illustrious conﬁemporaries like Raghupati
. Venkataratnam Naidu, Chilakamarthi Lakshminarasimham,
,Desirajﬁ Pedabapaiah also chose the same profession with
similar views..2 Teaching was regarded as an honoured and
intellectual profession and people with idealism and zeal
for social work took to it as it also afforded them con-
siderable leisure, By this time Veeresalingam's literary
taste also blossomed into a strong faculty. As he began
to feel he had a miésion in life, the scholarlﬁ bias of his

writings was slowly being replaced with simple and lucid

1. K¢ Veeresalingam, SweeVa..s.s, Part I, op. cit., pe. 78.

2. See for example the statement of Raghupati Venkataratnam
Naidus "I elected to be a teacher more for the sacred
responsibilities and noble opportunities than for the
ample emoluments of the profession.... They alone ought
to be teachers who look upon their work as a 'vocation!
with its service and not as a 'profesgsion' with its prizes".
Cited in K. Suryanarayana, R, Venkataratnam {Rajahmundry,
1952), g. 5; C. Lakshminarasimham mentioned in his auto=-

- biography, op. cit., p.46,, that he was influenced by
Veeresalingam who was his teacher at Rajahmundry and
became a teacher.’n, i, :
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ways of prose writing. He questioned himself about the
purpose of ihé language, He answered that thepééin pur¥
pose was to communicate ideas and hence the more éimple
.and more lucid language one employed, the mére effective

- would be the communication of ideas.3 This was indeed a
turning point not only in Veeresalingam's life but in.the
Telugu literature as well as the social reformvmovement_in
Andhra, For the reason why Veeresalingam simplified his
1anguage_was to make it a popular vehicle and a propagane
- distic tool., Thus we see the emergence of Veeresalingam
who wanted a reform in life démahding a reform in language
too., His reform‘woﬁ; and 1iteraryrwork were not two ex-
clusively'differeni aspects of his achievement, ‘ They were
infact complementary té eacﬁ other., His crusade against
social evils put fire into his writings, whereas the sim-
ple and yet powerful expression of ideas secured for the
reform movement a broad base of support among the 1iterate
people, He gave expression to the same in the form of a
 verse in his monthly journal, Vivekavardhanij

"I am a Brahmin, have_learnt Bnglish and paésed the
_entrance examination, I have liking for Telugu and I
want to work for the progress of the country with
perseverance., I have some capae%tylfor verse; can

write on ethical topics which are of use to the

3. K. Veeresslingam, ,wée 2essss Part II, op. cit., p. 173,



society, in an easy style, so as to be intellegible

to all, without making use of difficult grammar".4

Thus Veereéalingan‘started his career with a desiré
"to work for the progress of the country®, It seems that he
had clearly understood the significance of the change that
came in the ideas and ways of thinking of the people. The
0ld social and religious ideas were being eroded from within.
Veeresalingam saw the emergence of 2 new era of intellectul
and moral enlightenmeht'in Andhra. 1In his lecture on *the
duties of educated:menf ('Viéyadhikula Dharmamulu*) he stated
that; “Now there is wén beﬁWeen truth and untruth, between
wisdom and stﬁpidity and between the 1igh€.of knbwledge and
the darkneés of ignorance, The new thoughts sown by the
maiden of physical science, sent among us by western scholars,
have spreada\;a.‘iircund the country in their new born energy and
are about to shake the foundations of 0ld beliefs..s. the
dawn of new knowledge is dispersing the darkness of ancaent
:faiths and of ignorance.... There is no doubt that the wise
gradually enlist themselves on the side of truth. Again,
there is far less doubt of the final result of the war.... in

the end, truth shall assuredly triumph over wntruthe,’

40 Ibldv, Part 1, pl 790

5. K, Veeresalingam, gollected works, Vol, VII (Lectures),
(Rajahmundry, 1951). The lecture cited above was deli
vered in 18935 under the auspices of the Prarthana Samaj,
Rajahmundry, _
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Censidering the times in which he was placed, he
had to play the roles of pioneer and propagandist. As
an youngman imbued with idealism, he chose the right path
of life namely teaching. The hope and future of the
- country lay in the hands of the younger generation and
Veeresalingam as teacher had ampie time and opporfuﬁity to
sow in their recepéive minds the seeds of reformist ideas
and liberal thought and prepare them for solid practical
work in future. He had irmense faith in the capacities of
- youth and their cooperation in his work, which proved to
be correct Jjudging from the great suppor§ he received from
them during thevgerformance of widow marriages and other |
aeti%ities 1ater.6 In the lecture réferred above, Veeresaw

lingam further stated -
"O0ur opponents are showing as a weakness on our side

that the majority of our samaj - members and of tﬁosé others
that take part in our gatherings and talks -- are students.
They take it as a drawback and feel happy that our cause

is not strong; on the other hand I take it as a point in -
our favour which augurs well for tﬁe future. Our countxy
labks forward with great eagerness towards the students, who
will grow into elders to-morrow, The part that the elders

are playing in the drama of 1ife had come to a close, These

6. R. Venkatasivuaa, Veeresalinga Samsmritni (Telugu),
(Guntur, 1931), p. 133, Also see K. Veeresalingam,
Sveeyesess. Part I, op. cit., p. 158,
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young studgntSyare_the_pLayers in the gfeat théatrg,of the
world and will étage new plays with greater éapaciﬁy and
perfection tc please the audiepce@ If these students

learn their parts well and play them, their successors
will be enabled to follow tbeir path and enhancé thea<
moral influence of the drama, ¢ as to work for the

benefit of the country with greater courage,'zeal and
capacity and make their mothérland a2 heaven on earth., Our
country has to progress always with the help of students“‘7
Though this may sound as laying undue streés on the help 6f
students (which he received in full measure),vit showed
that he wanted to create a strong base among students to
support his movement in Rajahmundry where the antifreform

- {orthodox) sections were strongly opposed to him, Ve are
informed of this by his one-time students who later became
converts to reform during the life-time of Veeresalj.ngam.s
One of his students wrote, "Ever since I joined in Fourth
form in the Govemment College, Rajahmundry_in 1878,
Xandukuri.Veeresalingam was our.teacher. He t%aught us
not only Telugn but other general works too. His teéchings
against social evils and superstitions and ﬁiéas for social
reform left an indelible impression on-our>tender minds,
His main aim was to break thg'idéls of the past, He ﬁrote

powerful social satires and made us enact them, There were

T« K. Veeresalingah,‘collglworks,‘vql.’V;I, op. ¢it., pp.190-9
8, Yugapurushudu Veeresalingam, op. ¢it., p. 30,
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almost none who could cppouse his penﬁ.g Thus Veeresalingam
earned the reputation of being one of the great inspiring
teachers whovstrové hard ts create an awareness and social

consciousness among ‘the youth of his times, Many became

his dedicated followers professing faith in his teachings
and extending wholehearted support to his activities un-

mindful of consequences,

As a literaiy figure Veeresalingah occupied the place
of a gian%t in Telugu literafure duringﬁhis period;v 1t is
not our purpose to enumerate his literary.achievements
here, which were, however, many and all-sided. As a writgr
of sccial satire; essays.éoneerning the social problems, n
books on science in simpleé style (the tyﬁé of whicﬁ were
non-existant before) #nd other forme, he carved out a secure
plade for himself in the history of Telugu literature, He
made the pen his sword not only to propagate his ideas
but to condemn and criticise the views of his opponents,

He declared,

%Those who degire té increase the sum~toial of the
happiness of the common peéple, should write in ciear
Telugu prose, Qorks on astronoﬁy, physiology, hygiene,
philosophy and religion, on mechanics, logie, ethics,

political economy, geography and history“.1%7 |

9. V. Suryanarayanarao, Suryanarayvaneevamu (an autobiography
in Telugu) {Kovvur, 1933;. Pe 165, '

10, Cited in J. Gurunatham, Yeeresalingam, the
Telugn vublic 1ife (Rajahmundry, 1911%)
source not mentioned).. ‘




As a journalist, Veeresalingam started Vivekavardhani
(a bialingual'journal) in 1874 from Raja@mundry* It was,
to start with, a monthly of four pages. Soon it was made
a journal of seventeen pégés and ficm July 1876 it became

a foi'tnightlya 1

He conducted this journal single handedly
for several years, eventhough the promised help never came
from his friends and well—w1shers, fighting against odds in
those days of early Telugu journalism, The gournal had a
laudable mqtto, a verse taken from the Telugu.Mahabharata,
"Do to chersvas'you would have them domto you"¢12‘ The
journal had two general éims, viz., (1) ?he progress of

the people and (2) the‘imprgvement of the Telugu language.
Veeresalingam made 1t an effective weapoﬁ reflecting publié
opiﬁien, It served two pUTrpoOSes simulta&eously.' Firgtly it
was the medium th#ough wh ich Veeresalingam propaggted his ree
formist ideas, giving suitable replies to his critics,
Secondly he made use of this organ to whip up and organise
public opinion againgt the growing corruption and immorality
in the'admihistratien, bribery, irres@onsible and arrogant
behaviour on the part of the bureaucracy and official high~
handedness as well as prostitution and concubinagé prevaile

ing generaliy in society.13 1+ soon became the guardian

11. X. Veeresaliagam, meéxa;,,,; Part i,'og. cit.y pPe 78.
Also see XK,R. Seshagirirao, ed. Studies in the Higtories
of Telugu Journalism L&mw Delhi, 1968), p. 142. ,

12, R.Veeresalingam, §weeza.,.., Part I, 0D Clt., p. 78,

13. Je Gurun&th&m, ODs« Cltcg D 43,
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angel of the public_and the {terror qf»the venal officialdom
dn and around Rajabhmundry, and thus it became a centre of
. eultural renaissance with the flame of social regeneration

kindled by Veerésalingam.

With these views the young Veeresalingam (who was 26
years old in'1874)vset to work, To bring enlightenment to
the masses and to lift the Telugu society out of the rut, he
had to put in Heruclean effort which .needed certain mental
capacities, At,thisvjuncture, in Andhra_history (during
the later halfvof the 19th century), public life had not‘been
very clean and efficient and unable to shed the feudal vestiges
of the middle ages, There was also a lack of men of larger
capacity and healthfiér character who were genuinely interes-
ted in the regeneration of public life in Andhra;' There
was no tbwering perscnality to bring out the necessary
responée ffom the Andhras wiﬁh inspiring%énd progresgive
‘ideals. Veeiesalingam had a will and individuality_Whidh
was unyieiding to,presSﬁres and influences, He stated in
his autobiography, “Wherevér there appears to be wrong it
is not my nature td suffer it in silence. I do not have
peace of mind, until I find a remedy for the wrong”.14
This gives us an idea of the keynote of his personality.
He wds’highly intolerant of social wrong and hated it,
He further stated, "I can bear any amount of pain when it

affects me but when others are subjected to it for no.

_14; KsuVeerESalingém; SWEeeYAsse sy Part f; dp._cit,; P, 49,
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fault of theirs, I cannot put up with it.“15

, Another important characteristic of Veeresalingam's
personality was his strong morél sense and love of justice,
He declared, "I believed from the beginning that mbrality was
essential for religi5n3 that an immoral man could hot-be a-r
real devotee of God and that in order to find favour in His
eyes, we should be pure bf_heaft‘and-of good character."16

The most prominent trait in his cﬁaractervwas his ine
domi table éourage and éteadfastness of.purpose; "I am not
disposed even as a boy to give up an undertaking or let
slip my purpose, when once I enter upon it",17‘ he men-

tioned in his_aﬁtobiography.

~ There are many instanceS‘in his lifé where he did not'
flinch even an inch from his duty, While performing his
‘duty, he was lenient neither to a friend nor a foe, To
illustrate this point, the strike he organised against the
headmaster may be mentioned, Dissatisfied with the in-
efficiency of his headmaster as an Engliéh_teacher and |
also hurt by his harsh treatment cf the boys, Veeresalingam,

then a twelve year old boy, gol up a memorial against him

gor a_transfer and organiged an effective strike,  The

15. Ibido’ P 50.

16, Ibid., p. 56. Also see K. Veeresalingam, ©oll, works,
vols VII, op. cit., p. 157, where he expressed the same
feelings in a lecture on 'Manushadharmamu', delivered
in 1892 at Rajahmundry. '

17. K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya.,.., Part I, op. cit., p.60




headmaster-wasitranéferred and a more efficient man was
: APQSted N 18 .‘

Endowed.with'ﬂnese traits which supplied him with
dynémism and‘dedicatiop to work,'VEeresalingam started his

epic struggle against Social evils,

Before hé undeitcok‘the struggle, the first act he
performed was the creation'of-a heal thy public opinion
opposed to the social evils., He endeavoured to bring a
change in the minds of people broadly preparing them for
reform. Through his efforts he roused public interest
over many issﬁeé like women's education, bribeiy, nepo=-
tism, prostitution, idolatr&, theism and the like. To do
- this he utiliéed his capacities as a journalist (thrbugh
his journal Vivekavardhani and many other contemporary
journals), writer, speaker and organiser., From his boy-
hood he had regard for high ideals and had no ambition of
acéuiring wealth, He evinced keen.interest in rembving

the immoral tendencies of his people, Even while he was

a student he contributed poems and articles to the bilingual
journal, 'Godavari Educationist! edited by Barrow, Head-

master of the Zilla School at Rajahmundry‘19 During his

18, For = detailed account of the incident, see K, Veeresa-
lingam, Sweeya,,.., Part I, op. cit,, pp.52-53,
19, T.Venkatasubbarao, Sri Kandukuri Veeresalinga Kavi Chari-

tramu (Telugu) (Rajahmundry,1894), p.27. Also see K. Vee=
resalingam, Sweey2..,.., Part I, op. cit., p.63.
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sojourn at Dowaleswaram as headmaster,of the Anglo;Verna-
cularjschdol (in 1874), he started an association ﬁheievwith
a few like-minded ihdividuals as members, To begin with, it
diséussed‘in'its‘meetings issues relating to femalé educa-
tion and:the opening of a Girls’ school (which was started
in'Septembef’1874); The ébeve association later started
discussing the religious and moral issues and also problems
relating'to the progress of the country and SOciet§329 As
1chg as Veeresalingam was there the association haﬁ regular
‘weekly meetings. Thus Veeresalingam was siriving ﬁard to
Spfead the ideas of reform amongvthe,people’around him, In
this éonnectioh another instance of the kind mentioned above
may bé noted, During this time, the 'Rajahmundry Provincial
School Club' was formed (July 1875) with Basavaraju ‘T

Gavarraju as its secretary, Iis main aim was to arrange
i

lectures on ethical and social issues and also to make its
members léad their lives accordingly setting an example for
others. Gavarraju went to Dowaleswaram and invited

Veeresalingam to be present on the opening day 0f'the Club.

" He joined it as a member and spoke on the topic 'unity' on

15th August 1875, Veeresalingam used to attend its weekly

meetings regularly walking four miles from Dowaleswaram to
Rajahmundry.zi

.

While he was at Dowaleswaram Veeresallngam joined issue

20. K. Veeresallngam, §weeza,,,, Part I, op. c¢it., p. 84,

21, Ibid., p. 89, TFor the full text of the lecture on
‘unity' see K. Veeresalingam, coll. works, vol,VIiI,

DPPe 443-53.
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with Kokkondé Vénkétarétnam 'Pan.tulu' th was editing the

" Andhrabhasha sanjivani (Publlshed from Madras) by publish-\
‘ ing articles in the Purusharmhapraﬁnylnl(Published from |
Mag@ilipatnam). ihe eontroversy was over the subject of
‘Qomén's education, Kokkonda was then the leader of the
orthoddx-section plgading against ﬁhe‘reformist ideas like
education for. women, ﬁabooing the sea journey and opposing
the widow marriages; "The Editor is agaihst female educa=-
tion and suggests that sitable works be written for their
benefit in pla&e,of those in use at present".22 Veeresa-
iingam was bankingfupon the good-will'of the publishers
of.the"PuruSharthaprathayini’ for the publiéation\of his
articles: And finding it difficult to conduct an effecti#e
propaganda to counter the arguments of the orthodox sec-
tions, hé deciéed to start a journal of his own, Viveka-

vardhani, (in 1874).

'Fﬁithermore, Veeresalingam focussed public opinion on
many social evils by writing a number of satires exposing
the degeneration of social 1life. The most_Well.knbwnrof
‘them were * Brahmavivahamut ana"Vyavaharédharmabodhini'
which exposed the orthodox habits and superstitious practices
in marriages and the malnractlces of the people in the

administration. They became so popular that the students

' 22. Andnravhasha Sanjivani, April, 1872. REpOTT OL ses
Opecit., 1872. ’ '
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df'VeereSglingam staged them to the public in and around

Rajahmundry.23' - ‘_

»Thé‘gfdwning effort of Veeresalingam in building up a
publicfopinion-for and creating a necessary climate to carry
out his campaign for social reform was the establishment of |
the Rajahmuadry Social Reform Association on 8 September 1878
with half a dozen dependable members to carry on the propa-
ganda WQrk by.arranging lectures and conducting weekly
meetings, 24 | |

Veeresalingam was a practical man and a worke%. He
did not content himself with being a mere preacher or drea-
mer. ile had a philosophy of action and a programme of work,
With régard‘tb the practical work to be done in changing
the pgbiic life in Andhra, he expressed his views in one
of his lectures whe?ein he discussed the qualities and re=
quirements of a practical worker, “Every person of right
thought.thinks of leading others to right conduct; but
there are only very few who can really do 80 ..., We see
many people who always imagine that they could improve the
world only when they reach a certain position of aaquirev
wéalth and pass awayvmisezably'deing nothing for fhe world.
Wealth and position are not got easily without our‘yielding

to many undesirable acts, He who relies on truth ... should

23, Yugapurushudu vee op.clﬁ., P30,
24, K, Veeresalingam,. gweexa...., Part I, op. cit., p.135.
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be prepared to set aside considerations of fafher,
mother, friends;and relatives.... Unless a man betters
himself first, he cannot better others. And to better
himself he must leave the service:of the o0ld dame custom
a?d worship truth.... al] other means for sustained
action like courage, steadfastness and patience are gét
in a moment, These are.thousand times more efficient wea-
pons‘than fhe'old Sestras, Astras.... Bven though
your efforts may fail in the beginning, do not get dis-
pirit€ed. Show to the world the usefulness of your
attempts without giving thém up, by publishing books, by
delivering lectures any by showing it in your deeds."25
This attitude of Veeresalingam helped him much in carrying
~on his werk, Once he stated that, ”If is confidence in
" my charactér that has made men fely on my word throughout
my life, then.once‘I_gave my word I kept it at all costs.
Even my bitterést opponeﬁts in social reform had confi=-
dence in my character and trusted my word fully."26

With this philasophy of life Veeresalingam commenced

his social reform activities in Andhra, We can broadly

classify his activities under the following headings:
(1) the upliftment of women (2) Ideas of religious reform

(3) Political ideas and (4) ‘Purifier of public 1life,

25. K, Veeresalingem, coll. works, Vol, VI1l, Op. Cit.,
. PPe 47"51' . v
26, Cited in J., Gurunatham, ov. cit., p. 47.




Women occupied a pivotal place in the activities
of Indian social reformers in general. It is understanda-
ble for the'paéit;on that wémen occupied in the society
during feudal times'wés, by and large, that of a g;ori—
fied slave, Amongathe weaker sections or the lower strata
- of societyAwomen might haverenjoygd certain smount of frec=
dom or liberty as both husband and wife were wquing as
equal partners in their daily chores, However, the posie
tion of Qomen with regard to their economic, egucaﬁianal
and cultural status, was miserable, ‘Women, except‘in
certain parts of India where matriarchal system wo?ked,"
never enjoyed the propertyvrights which were essential for
rthem to develop individuality and self—reSpect, The
condition of women during this time was well described by
a contemporary writer in the following words: "Deprived
of all education, éonfined within the four walls of the
house, seeingvlittle ¢f the world and knowing litt;e of
it, immersed in superstition and oppressed by custom, our
women - to our shame be it sald = are no better than slaves,n?/
The same author went on to explain the place of woﬁan as
wife in a man's life. He said that wife is a compﬁnion
angd 1ife;s partner but unfortunately treated as a'hindrance
and burden hy men.. He éppted HMahabharata wherein a wife

isldéscribed as,

‘27 R. ;ng%kata Subbe, Rao, ¢d. Komala's Letters (Madras, 1302),
P L] - .



“A companion
In solitude, a father in advxce,
A mother in all seasons of distress,

A-rest‘in'passing throﬁgh life's wilderness.“28

And he summed up saying that "Indeed we have no wives but

women, no homes but houses" 23

The lack of educatlon for women was considered as
one of ﬁheiprimany reasons for their backwardness and the
stunted growth of their personality. Educational facili-
ties, in general, were very ﬁuch_limited. There were in
existence the mative pial schools in every village, "but
their number has much declined in the last 15 or 20 yeaxs _
and these institutions are now being replaced by result-
combined énq local fund_schools."3° While praising the
modern methods and principles of teaching the‘journal
criticised the quality of teachers who were inefficlent
as they happened to be, by and large, untra:.ned men and
1t,p1eaded-for the establishment of three Normal Schools
(Teacher trainihg Scheols) in the Telugu country.ga
By 1853 along with other important towns like Cumbaconam,

28. Ibido’ Pe 192.
29, Ibvid,

30. Sanmargadarsini, August, 1887, Report on Native:
~* Newspapers, September, 1887.
31¢ Ibldo '
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'Bellary, and Calicut, Rajahmundry too had a provincial
_»sch001.32 Thevnext step of the Bast India Company in
spreading education was to start the Taluk Schools in
which the teaching of English was not very important.

This was not liked by the natives and they developed
apafhy'towards them, for they thought that BEnglish
learning was essential for securing jobs. One of the
Inspectors reported that throughout his division the
desire for what the natives designate as an English
Education Fis_intehse and is daily becomingvmbre.so, and
- that it’exists'not only in populous towns but in Villageé
also", 22 go an eagerness to acquire education and that
too English education could be-éeen duringithis period.
This fact could further be illustrated by qﬁoting from
an appeal p& a girl s%udeht for the Opéning of a School
fo teach'English. A girl, signing herself Saiad@ Gungummah,
says that she has béen studjing af a Girlé' School in
Kakinada and she has to leave the School as there 'is no
higher class than the sixth ané'hénce she made a request
for the opening of a high School to teach both English

and Telugu. 34.

324 Se Sathxnathan, Histor f Education in the Madras ,
residency, “(Madras, 1894), p. 43. Provincial Schools
were of high Schools'! Status and has the entrance exa-
mination equivalent to the Matriculation, Also see
the Telugu Bneyclopedia (Madras, 1961), Vol. V, p.1405.
3%. S. Sathianathan, op. cit., p.48.

34, Sudhiranjani, May, 1874, in Report on Native News
a ers, June, 1874.
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When educational facilities were in general very much
limited, it is ncedless to aay‘éhat Girls' education wao
much more reatrieteﬁg \3ﬂt11 1868 the Government 4id not
take serious steps wifﬁlregarﬁ to the imgravement of Girls!
education, However, it is not correct to say, as some

writers angges%aé;gg that there were no Girls Schools
| before the year 1874 when a (4rls’ School waes started at
Dewaleswaram.35 The Misslonaries had leéaﬂy started o |
few elementary Schools for Girls in Vizagapatam, and
Masulipatam along with many Boys' Schools in several ime
portant towns of Andhra like Vijayanagaram, Rajabmundry,
Guntur, Ongole, Kellore, ﬁeiiary, kurnoal, euﬁ&agah.37
In these Schools the teaching of the Bible was‘campﬁlaery.'
Thig was resented by Indians and the ssme was expressed
in the contemporary native news papers and books. For
inatonece, & contemporary joumal wrote thus: "The missionaw
ries at Masulipatam have been doing good work by opening
and conducting several schools, and to derive the'gead of
being educated, our boys and girls must bribe them as it

were with the reading af a Bible 3&@3@3“38 Hnwaver, a

35. % V.R.Narla, Jeersae o (Hew Dalhl, 1968) De 36e
36. K.?aeresalingam.’ﬁw 0f2sesey PATE I, 0De Clte, 84.
The school was started by the local philanthropgat
who came under the influence of Veeresalxngam who was

a teacher there,

37« S« Sathliansthan, 0D Qitsi De 52,

38, Purusharthaprathayini, June, 1876, in Repoxt Bative N
Eapers, July, 1876, Also see Andhrabhasha Sa 4
April, 1873, which deplored@ the practice of teachin Bible
and othey veligious books in Missiomary Schools whidh
recelive grant=in-aid from the government,
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fow G4rls' Schools supported and well maintained by the
local patrons were also to be found during thie peried. A
School for the education of Hindu girls was operied in April
1867 at Visagapatam by Srimathi Janakiauma widow of the well
~ known Go&ay Surya Prakasa ﬁao. fxfter the death of the
founder, this School was maintrﬁ.aeﬁ by her daughter Smt.
Rutanamna, wife of ‘Shri GoL. Harasinga Rao, the wealthy
pmprieter":M"T_*ﬁnakapalie. She called in the ald of the
sisters of the :Frémh convent of St. Joseph, who Superintended
the edmaﬂ@n.% Zn 1868, 150 girls were taught in this
School, Education included both English and Telugn in ade
dition to needlee-work, music and drawing., In 1868 the
Mahaya jah of Vizianagaram established a School at Vizianae
garam for Rajput and Brahmin girle at an annual cost of
about Rs.12,000, Though it 61& not receive any government
ald, yet &t was put under Government inspeetion.?0 The
Rajah of Pithapur was not lagging behind in his patronage
of Girls education. In 1868 he started n Girls School at
%9, Madras Revenue Register, Vol. 111, ﬂuguat 1869. Alaa
see for example A, Vadivelu, Axigtocra f S0 diza
Vol. II. (Madras, 1903), pe 13 in wh‘.‘ .tt is atated
that ",.... Sri Gajapati Rao Garu headed on undertaking
‘with a view to promoting femanle educationses which led
“to the opening of the Vizagapatam caste Girls' school
was now under the monagement of the Sisters of St, Joseph's
convent, and is so0lely supported by the Goday family.
Sri Janakayamma, known also as Mrs. Goday Surya Prakasa

Rao, was mest appropriately the first Patroness of what
was the firet institution of the kind in Southern India,"

40, 3, Saﬁhiaﬁa?&i&n, Ope Citey P 755
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Kékiﬁadé ané géve'é"moathly gbnttibufion of Rsi100/-

 for 4ts maintenance and Rs.300/~ every year for the
aparchase of prizes to be distributed to the prize-winning
girls., .Inyadditiea he gave a aitevand Rs.900/~ for the
ccnstr&ctién'af'the_schoal on the site.41

:A'stimulus'wasiaffordea‘te female education ﬁy a visit
from Miss Carpenter (from England), Several meetings took
place in which this lady took part and issues were seriously
discussed and at last a decision was taken ﬁy the Govern-
ment to open a Normal School to train women teachers,??

i;'Never%héless,neiﬁher the progress of education nor the
'ciiéaﬁg for the spread and,xéception of p:ograssive ideas
6h‘w9ﬁén’9'éd&catian were satisfaetary. There was still
a strong erthedox sectien led by Kokkonda Venkataratnam‘
?antuln, editor ef Andhrabhasha Sangivani. published from
Madras, ‘It.was the mouth-piece of the orthodox and reagtionw
afy'quees in the Andhra during this time'epposing'women's
éduéétian.45. | |
_ "VéeréSalingam-was édnviﬁéed.of the usefulness and pur=
N gasefulnes§7%f female éducaﬁieh, and declared that froﬁ the

- inéiVidual happiness point of vxew as well as the pragress

41 Sriram Veerabrahmakavi, Sri Pithika
' Charithamu (Pithapur, 1938) p. 252 _
. 42. S. Sathianathan, op., c¢it., ps 73.
43. N. satyanarayanamurthy, Suseela (Vijayawada, 1967)a
- novel, writien by a contemporary of Veeresalingam, depic=-
ted the social conditions of the period under study and
introduced Veeresalingam and his contemporaries as
characters in it,

thana
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" of the aeeietg*iﬁ_genegal,‘famaia eéuaatﬁﬁn, wae esaeati91'44
He pleadoed for the establishment of more Girls' ochools to
drive out the ignorance from the wcmeﬁfolka He mentioned

in his autodiography, "from the beginning I supported the
case for female education. I Lirmly belleved that unless

the sondition af wum@aiimpravaa, the céuntxy eannot\pragreaau*‘
. He stated further that while ha was warking'sn & School at
Korangi (in 1872, when Veerssalingam was 24 years of ago)
he'wratg‘v&rsaﬂ in favour of female education.?® 4t tnis
juncture came the articlsa in the &ndhrabhasha Sanjivani 7
opposing female eéuc&tiaa. It otated, %e4ss the Hinduﬂ

of {ormer days very wigely rofrained from oducating thelir
faznales, and considers that they did so beeauwse 1% was their
inmprespion that females when educated might possibly exéei
the males; they would then, feeling their superiority, not |
be so subservient to them and moreover might possidly cone |
duet theméelves with more treedon®?T tuig statement

clearly shows the fears éné‘miaappraheasiona entertained

by the arﬁhbaox pection who took recourse to the citing of
the ancient scriptures o jusﬁ&fy their positions Véereﬁau

lingam roplied ¢oavine1ngly to them through his artinlaa

444 Ky VOBTresulingom, Qoil, W (Fajanmundzry, 19575,
. Vol. VIII; pe . 22, “'he referance iz cited from the lecture
‘%Qmen?a_hdmeati@n* delivered by Veeresalingam in 1875,

45, K¢'ve9$§$al&ngam,,ﬁmggzﬁgﬁag, Part I, ope. cits, pe 406,
46, T, Venkatacubbayao, ops Chiey Pe 57

47, Anﬁhrabkasha Sanjivani, Aungust, 1872, Rapory on Natiye
iows, Papeys, September, 1872
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published in the Purushartha Pradayini {published from
Machilipatnam), some times in his name éné at other times
n&aét,the aseﬁﬁdanymf%atriet!*s After moving to Dowalow
awaram, he dnspired the Jocal philanthropists with his |
ideals who in turn opened a Girls' School there in 13?4.49

Vhile the controverey with Kokkenda Venkataratnam Pantuiu
over female education wan going on, Veeresalingam felt the
need ol having a journal of his win not only to carry on
the argumeont with him bud Lo propogate his views on sany
other social problems and %o expose the corrugti;g local
offfcislu. The Joumal Vivekavardhani wag ctarted by aim
and ke began to reply to the criticiem of Kokhkonda through
ito ovlumnp. thile Vecrusalingam was advocating the ine
troduction of the Ehglish oducation and the Vestern knowledge?o
Rokkonda accused the nedives who werpre eager #ﬁ igarn English
language se having %an eye on maierial gainash, :Hhen Eokkonda
starded a new journal with the name ‘Hasyavardhanit m&xnly
o ridieule the writings of Veerepalingem, Veeresalingam
also gterted a cupplement toc his 3nuxnél cail&é tHasyoe
sanjivani', to counteract Kokkonda'sp prap&ganda.51 vhen
Eeokkonda publiched sn article ‘Women do not deserve eéuaationﬂ
Veeresélingaé immeﬂia%ely»reylieﬂ with an article 'Hen do

- pot deserve gducationt' in bhis 5Qunnal.52' He wrote this in

46, T. Venkatagubba Rac, OpPs Chlss De 50s ,

49, K. Veeresalingam, SyueBYisssss Part I, op., cit., p, 84

50s K& VEEI’QS&:&.@R&M; Colle BWOTEG, ©De €itey Vole VIII, Part T
e TQ » : _

51« K, ?eemﬁaﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁg&&, §3&M, Pari Ig GPs eiﬁcg Po 965

524 Teld, pp. 3T7=08 . ‘

“
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<] Iight»hearﬁﬁé'anﬁ humoerous manner'ri&iauling-ﬁiﬁwiaahione&
men, He ata%éé; “ﬁar aaéﬁs%Qra were never educated and
sducation goes ag&iﬁs%rgu?>%raéitxnna Fo do 5o Lie bads
nven ﬁéﬁ&rwiaﬁ education is leading %avevile such as
ﬁarg&ﬁy;aﬁﬁ the-likeﬁgﬁ;Whﬁt ﬁhenvis the use of eduéation?
iu %‘;h.é past people ware not educated and yet they managed
to live well. hy showld we put ocurselves to needless

_ Ftrain by tgk;ﬁg'to lenrning? Vhen ihe British Government
is coming fﬁrwar& t0 open aschool= in cur villages and thusg
spoiling our children, why should our patriots keep gquiet?
Should they not petition against this? Should not our
lsaders asgenble and deciﬁé %0 place all those now receive
ing 2ducation under soclsl boyecott? If, as 1t is often
aaid, Eﬂglizhﬁaa achieved progress through educatien, it

is so becauge they ere unlike us in complexion. They are
‘white and we are black. S0 vhat iz possible for them is
not possidble for us. The advocacy for English edupation

is the cause for proemature deaths tau.“ﬁs He carried on

a relentless cempaign in favour of female education oxpose
ing its opponents vwho praine the great qualities of unlete
tered Indinp women. ile wrote thus: ®the cnemies of female
e@ncation frequently praise she ignorant Indian women as
altruistic and selfwsacrificing even in the acts of domestie
1ils. Tﬁéy eriticise European educated women a6 Selfiches.s

. g
In the first place woman feels her gelfesacrifice dewanded

.S-g;*f‘bid” ?P: 95*99: o



-67=

from and foreced upon hers She does not feel herself béing
endowed with &'free w111 ﬁhrough which, and from a sense

of duty she may be grempted‘ta disintereate& conductsees

Secondly does the husband feel himself under an obligation
%o his wife each time he receives a kindly service at her
hande? ﬂo;'ha axpéets'all guch conduct from his wife enl&
a8 a mpatier @f‘éourseg”54 He wrote verses in Satyasamvare

&haai, laghing out at the opponents of women's educations

‘“Wevelwamem‘ta'he educated, what would happen to the sale
of live human flegh.' |

thinks onec

that wuuld bécome of the timewold domestic ceremonies,
laments cne. . | :

Who would serve me as thengh I were her very Gaﬂ,

mourns another, |

Whom am I to thrash and belabour,

rages ancth&rg

vho will look after the idols and.offere worship to them,
reaaom@ j@t another,

And %hesa are now thr leaders of society whose old-rashloned :

~ways are out ts_aafeguard evil ways of 1ife,“55

Veeresalingam; in sddition to the starting of a Girls!

54. Setye Samvardnani, Jan.-Feb, 1894, Tiis journal, printed
and published by Veeresal ngam on behalf of the Prarthana
Samaj, was bi-lingual, .

55. K. VeeresaLtngam, Svieeyasasas PoIl, op, cit., p. 261,




Gl

fchool in ?33% in Eajahmua&zy,gs aonauéteﬂ a journal oxe
clugively feor women (slong with *Vivekavardhani), namely,
iSatihitabodnint? wiich contained many articles useful fbr/
| wéméﬂ-an&~thruagh-which<hﬁ‘aiaseminateﬁ knowledge to the
-ﬁ@mén ggikgsv mh&,iﬁiiuﬁnce of this examplo set by Veecresas
1ingaﬁ iﬂ,ééar%iug & aseparate journanl Lfor vwomen could be

~ seen in the birth @f.maay women's journals iike 'Savithr£5;
*?éimgu zénana’, 'Zanana’, *Chintamani', which were publishe
ing material useful for women, Also published were a nﬁm-
beyr Qf traeﬁa, during this period, which act&valy'eapoused
the.ﬂaus@af female education of which the most important
Was ’Striﬁiéyaﬁaraaaﬁgrahama' which attributed the misery

of Ig&ia‘%evﬁhe lack. of sducation and liberty of women. o°
The autbor of the baok ga@ﬁaﬁ intensively from the SMRITIS
AKD SRUTIS to prove hin point in fevour of female education,
Vearﬁaaiiﬁgam.ﬁiﬁselz wrote maﬁy books and articles on the
problens @ﬁ.wém@n and justice to be meted out to them. He
wrote *Eeharagyaﬁharmahcdhiﬁi’ sa essential book that exe
plains the various prodlems of tﬁg bodily health of'women;gg‘/
in 1889, |

BB K. Voeresalingim, SWEOVhsssas PBIE Ly ODs Gltes Da 168,
57. Ibide, p. 406. The journal was started in 1883%,

$8. B. Pattabhiremasarma, Sirividvesarasea amy, {Cudiva
day 1991) Dpa2e _—

53« K. Voaresaiingem, SWOOYBaxrae PRTS 11, Ope Cit,, po 208,
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_In 189éfhe published anocther bbek *Patninitasocchoni?,
which explains the problems of pregnancy, aelivﬁry of chile
drea, their prap@r upbringing, etc.6g in aﬂaiﬁion to this
he wrote maay K&vyas, Satakas on wamen¢61 In a sataka
ealled_‘striaxti Dipika', Veeresalingam wrote, "As educoe
tion enables people to &1aer&mina%e-%étween good and evil,
girles should also learn along with boys instead of squane
dering away money on trifles. Yomen should help the paot
and needy. They should face har&ahipé with courage and

fiaa solutions to their problems?, 62

;?urﬁﬁer;'ha compoced verses en.'ﬁatrpuja' (worship
of mother) and 'Pitrpuja’ (worship of father) for the sake
of young girlsa. In "Matrpuja' he stated, "Mother 1sgvefily
a Goddens aﬂ_eaﬁth'aﬁ& we should respect her feelings“.ss
He exgrésa&é similar views in an article 'woman as Mother',
"other provides the hesis of the family's peace, cleanli-
nese end grace. She is the pillar of Unity among the
membars of tho family., 1f she happens to be an educated
woman, it is undoubtedly a blessing. Then she would be
in an ideal position fa hring«ap ¢hildren in a healthy clim
maﬁe impax@ing to them gualities of respectful abedience, truth

and gce&ness“ 64

60, g.lv$§§eﬁalingam, 3 Goli, Works, \Rajahmandxy, 1851)s
0l, |
61, Ivid., (Rajahsundry, 1950), Vol. Ve
62, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya s Part II, r@‘ cit., pp.209~10.
639 Xbiéggtgu 211.
64. R, Veeresalingam, Coll.., works, Vol. 1X, pp. 4«11,
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0f all tha books he wrote on them the most popular and
intere»ting wag the ‘Saﬁyarxja ?g@rvadeaa Yatralut® about
wﬁiah a gontemporary comment in worth nating. ”Xt is a
place where the rﬁles_éf‘mén and women are reversed, Hen
hring up children, do household chores, they are put even
urnder ﬁ&ﬁlﬂ&imé (gasha}ayﬁﬁem)sngq men are'aa% civen efiucae

tion and ell teachers ave wWomon.., widowers are aegrive&
of tﬁ%ix‘ﬁ#ﬂﬁtﬁﬁhaaostﬁﬁﬁs It is a funay little benk ar.la!
 Gulliverts %r&vels by Jonathan swift. mainly intended to
B & setire on the conduet of the conservative men and
their veactionery igeas with regard Yo women. Regarding

the practical work dose by Veeresalingem in this direction,
in 1905 he opened a Girls Lower Seccndary School a8 an
appendage to the ¥Widow Eome in Rajahmundxy.es There were
fi$ty girie and a few’family vomen on the rolls of the
Schoai. Ea“ thooe women who! oould not attend the anhove
school arrangements were made to run elasses specially for
them thrice in a week in the duilding meant for wonen's
prayer meetings, It was gtated that women who wera undey
'aeclgﬁian were also attending these clapses not esring for
the opposition of elders in the family and orthodox se¢tions

in the aaciety.é?

654 Re Veﬁgataaubba Ra0, og Citey PPe 196m=187.
. 66, Tels zenens (o monthly Telugu journal exclusively
6evonau to female education) Jen, 1905, Rajahnundrye
- Alse see Chilakamarthiee op, cite.e, ps 202,
670 K. Veeresailongam, SuS8TBasess 2Tt IT, ops cite, ps274.
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S/ The impact of this movement fHon female education
éould be clearly seen in several ways. As stated aboﬁe
journals exclusively meant for women were started. Women
were not only convening their own Conferences, arrang-
ing lectures and?prganisiﬁg associdtionssa but they began
to_atten@wﬁhe Digtrigtﬁgaéial Conferences organised »
agnqaliy.sél Women began tc_emeﬁge as powerful writers,
Mention should be made cf Bhandaru‘%ﬁnchamamba,(1874~1905)
who wrote ?Lives of Noble Women' {(in three parts in Telugu
1ahguage) in 1901.70 In 1903 she toured ﬁhe whola‘df
Andhra giving lectures and organising women's associations,
xollowing the £00t.step5 of Veeresalingam she gave shelter
to many destitutes, and when her yoﬁnger brother-in~law

lost his wife, persuaded him to marry a wj.dow.71

The change in the climate of women's education and
its effec@é were well summed up by a contemporary in an
article published in the Hindu:"Female education, though
still at a low level, is however rapidly progressing.

In 1881, there were in all 67 schools for giris and 2,569
girls attended them; in 1908 the number of Schools in-

Creased to 329 and of girls to 17,091, There are 3 or 4 -

35 See TOr example LhEé Teports publlshea in tsav.
the monthly journal for women. '4lso see the news reports
gg?éished in the Hindu dated 18th May, 1910 and 10th June,

69. R. Venkatasivudu, op,cit.,p. 75.

70. B. Atchamamba, Abalasachcharitraratnamala (Madras, 1901)
The author wrote in the preface that Veeresalingam seriae-
lised the book 1n Jis 3eurna1 Chintamani and thus encou-

~ raged her, '

71+ Telu Zenana., February, 1905,
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Telugu journals edited and publiéhedvby Telugu ladies

themselves., In all.chief centres in the Northern cir-
cars there are found ladies associations, where women
gather in large numbers, have lectures, XKalakshepamg,
music parties, etc. C?ometimes social mabters also
are discussed, In some places women have been able
to establish their own schools £01?girls where in
adﬁitian'tg ordinary education, music, sewing, etc.,
" are taught. Ladies conferences are organised where.
1ecturés on female education, women in ancient India,
domestic eéonomy, home sanitation, etc,, were given
by ladies themselves....The Telugu woman has deve-
loped a passion fdr_lectures, social gatherings and

street processions;"72

“Brosgtitution

As a part of the’programme of upliftment of women,
Veeresalingam ook up the struggle against prostitution,
The institution of nautch or Devadasi, whatever might
be its original purpose, came to be regarded as noth-
ing but prostitution. It was well protected in the
name of religion. As one of the strong advocates of
its eradicatien well described it, "sexual immorality

as.a hereditary and acknowledged profession,... fortified

72. The Hindu (Madras) April 25, 1911s This is an
extraet from the article written by anbnymous
writer under the caption 'The position of T 7 -,
Telugu Women.,'! ' '
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against the attacks of time and change, and endowed
with the privzleges of social sanction, is specxal

to this land."?3 Devadasis and concubines were patro=-
nised by leading members in the society like advocates,
officials and businessmen, It was considered then a
matter_qf ;ess:oﬁ’prestige.if ong.did not have a con-
cubine. On the other hand it became a matter of pri-
vilege and a sign af_virili£y ta have one, What was
abominable in this relic of declining feudal society

was the way in which a caste was exclusively set apart

for public enjoyment. Veeresalingam traced the origins

of the system cf Devadasis whicﬁ was 6riginally'cdn-
stituted‘with the_iéeéfof promoting fine arts like /o
ﬁusic and dangce ané its gradﬁal degeneration into
.prastitniion.’ Hquuoted verses written by others

(names 1ot mentlcned) cendemning prostitution, {"Family
men shculdfnoﬁVﬁoﬁch”the'lipé_df a prostitute which
are kissed by all and:sund$y".74 He described the
mother of a prostitute as ﬁhe "agent of the Gﬂd of

ﬁeath (Yama)" who would gqueeze wealth from bldders

73+ K.V.Gopalaswamy (ed) "Grace Abidin
Ministrations of Brahmarshi Sir R, Venkataratnam
(Kakinada, 1965) p. 148, This extract is taken from
the article *Social Purity! written by T .
Sir R. Venkataratnam Nzidu, a great reformer and
younger contemporary of Veeresa71ncam. His main
field of activity was against nauteh, and tem=
perance and he was instrumental in starting the
anti-nautch movement in Madras which gained healthy

- momentum in the mofussil areas, '’

T4+ K. Vzgresa?ingam, Coll ;_ﬂg;g§* Vol. VIiI, op. Cit.,

Ps .
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for her danghﬁer's affections and desert him when

he heeomea a pauper.Ts

Rautch parties were organised
in the names of certain gromineni‘indjviduals and
called so by the ﬁuhlie a8 ‘?antulu'e Melam' {Pantulu'se
nautch group)* and 'ﬁamdu'q Melam?® Cﬂ&adn‘s nautch

group), e%c.76

During the relagisas festivals, the
nautch parties became very common and people assembled
in large numbers %o witness them and not ﬁo worship
God.’T 1% was almost an inescapable pratice that those
wno were invited to attend these pariies should con-
trib&té something or other, even though one did not
have suificient funds to do so.'S As the officials
were the patrons of these parties and as they were
oftéa present at their performances, it became almost
obiigatory on the part of the common men to attgnd

them and pay something. This was 1éading to the corw
ruption of publ;c iife as the pecple wzre atténﬁing
and encouraging such things wainly to please the of-
figlials ané men of wealth and influence in the society. |
Veeregalingom wrote that there wore many Schools exist-

ing then in Rajahmundrv whiun were meant for nevadasia

T5. 1 f)idu, De 52, '

76« K. Veeresalingom, Sweeza..,.l ‘Part I, op. cit., p. 90.

77s Ts Satyanarayanamurthy, ope clt.; pp.2b7=59,

78, Yugapurshudu, op. cit., 7This system was called
TVosagula'( Telugw) meaning gifts,
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teaching mainly dance and music, Even the most orthow
dox people, who did potvencourage or contribute to the
maintenance of Sanskrit or Science .. Schools, were,

for the fear or favour of the off101als, paying liberally
for the maintenance of the schools meant for Devadasis.79
The number of such women were estimated to be roughly

/ about 2 lakhs in Madras presidency.so

Veeresalingam
made up his mind to fight against this evil, He us ed

fhe columns of his journal'Vivekévardhani successfully
for this purpose. He alsc wrote satires on this problem
of which the most important was 'Vesyapriya Prahasanamu'.
Through one of the characters in this satire, Veeresa-
lingam stated, "Due to prostitutes and nautcp parties
there is reckless spending through which many have be-
come paﬁpers¢ The frequenters of prostitutes' homes
are.ruining their.health_tco. Also this practice has
‘become infectious as young fellows are imitafiﬁg the
evil ways of the elders., Peoplé say that development

of music will be affected if the institution of Devadasis
is discouraged. It is a misconcéived nofion. On the
other hand, as music is now the‘monOpoly of Devadasis

family women are loathe to learn and practise it. They

79. K, Veeresalingam, eeya ’ Part L, Ops Cites De 91,
80. R.C. Mazumdar, Struggle for freedom zBembay, 1969),
pe 995.  However, the correct figure cannot be ascer-
tained as many of them were perhaps registered in the
census as tanple-servants.
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are using it as a bait for men. It will be stopped

| when family women are encouraged to leam music which will
‘be possible only when prostitution is rooted out from
Bociety- Further, prostitutes' children shoul@ be‘
made to marry and settle down in life instead of
“\follewing their family ’profession'",81 in |
the satire Veeresalingam has depicted young reformistis
participating in the anti-nautch. gatherings taking
~ vows not to allow their parents arrange nautch parties

during their weddings.82

Though it was replete with
£full-of humour and appears %o have been written in a
light hearted manner, it was edugativevénd it raised
a big contrpvefsy in Rajahmunary. As Veeresalingam
stated in his autobiography, all but one school of
prostiﬁutes were closed in Rajahmundry and the people
were rather sore about it and could not forgive him
for this, His feelings were so strong at the pnblic

- criticism of his writings on thie issue that he wanted'
to become more independent even giving up the teaching

profession which gave him certain amount of freedom.S>

‘The anti-nautch movement spread to the wholé
of Andhra and Madras city. ‘The district Social

Conferences met eve:y year to di scuss the social

81. K Veeresalingam, Coll. works. Vol. 1, op. cit., p.43.
82, Ibid,, P.46
83, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeyas.esey Part I, op. cit., p.92.
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problems anﬂ.the.wajs and means of eradicating the

sécial evils., In the Godavari district social
.conférenee in 1897, after the.presidential address Qas de=-
liveied by Kandukuii Veeresalingam criticising the

social evils ineiudiﬁg.the *nautch', it was resolved

- ™ot to get up nautches at the"time:of marriages‘ﬂ84

- Veeresalingam's students in Rajaﬁmuﬁdry took vows

that they would never attend the nautch parties@BE |
Commenting upon the prqgresslof the movement, a
contemporary newspaper remarked that the anti-nautch
‘movement started under the auspices of Veeresalingam

(in 1881) even though at present "the student popula~
“tion of this place ceess BCEMS to have ?iseh against the
useful reform, although we are sure'that such studeﬂts
form but a small minority-even’now. But the guestion
has within the laét few months assumed too much o
importance to be confined to students and their Debating

" Societies. It has engaged and is still engaging'ﬁhe

best attention of the press and the intelligent public;“ssn

This issue gained momen tum since it was taken up

84, !'Satyasamvardhani', op. cit., June, 1897,
85, Two such students mentioned this fact in their
autobiographies., See V.Suryanarayana Rao, op. cit.,
" p. 169. Also see the autobiography of Chilakamarthi
" Lakshminarasimham, (Bezwada, 1944), p.. 182.
86. sat asamvardhani’ OP. cit. s July 18930
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| by the mis?ionaries-at Madras under the auspices of

/Dr, Miller, the Principal, Madras Christian College.
The Madras Hindu Social Reform Association also took
up this issue and?submitﬁed a me@oria;-fo_the Madras
Government, But it recedived an unfavourable reply.
However, "it rejoiced at the news that the guestion
has been t§k93.“P,bY certain,ladiés and gentlemen in

' Bngland Who=have”set‘themselves to ensure non-attendance
‘of Governors and other Gnvernment officials at nautch
parties.§‘ The collectors and the Governors on the
prete#£‘9f inspgcting”the country go thrnugh fhe
}districtg to enjoy this singing and dancing by the se
fallen women."87 The Association-and'also the Press
protested against the s§3tem of having common schools
for girls of general pﬁblic,and prostitutes! children.

They were afraid that the children of the general public
 would imbibe the characteristics of the children of the

prostitutes and hence pleaded "to open separate schools

for dancing girls, if necessary".88 A plea was made to

87. Sasilekha,November, 1894, Regort on Native New
Papers, December, 1894,

88. Vivekavardhani Apﬁ.l’ 18750 Report on .aee ODe Cito’
1875. Also see for example Yatharthavasani, July,
1878, The same view was éxpressed by Lokaran jani
in its issue of May, 1875. Report on .... June,1875,
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the Government, to introduce a law for abolishing'
the institution of dancing girls in India, similar

to the one which was introduced in ceylon.89

Mention should be made,fin tais connection,
of the services rendered by Sir Raghupati Venkataw
ratnam Naidu, a contemporary and follower of
Véeresalingam and a silver tongued Brahmo Gurihg
this fime,< A student of Miller in the Madras

Christian Cellege,'he was influenced by the writings
of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and the stirring lectures of

Pandit Sivanatha Sastry (from whom he took initiation
‘intb Brahmadharma during the Collegiate career) and

workéd hand~in-hand with RNayaka® (Leader). vVeeresalingam
in all spheres of progressive reform. .He was the
universally acclaimed exponent of social purity with

ite logical corollary iﬁ the anti-nautchr crusade,

In his words the basis of anti-nautch movement "is

not in fins manners, but in good morals; i%s aim is not
mere elegant breeding, but pure living, "0 His ideas

on this subject are contained in the article 'Social

Purity and antie-nauich movement‘.31 He* presided over

BY, Satniavedanusaram AUgust, 1880, REDOTT OD e see
op. cit.,, 1889. .

90. K.V. Gopalaswamy, 0p. cit., p. 145.

91. C.Y. Chintamani, op. cit., pp. 249-81,
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many social refomm conferénces and went out into the
world delivering lée%ures and organising associations
for promoting these objects. His protest against the
admission of Eardley Narton'to a place amidst the
celebrities of the Indian National Congtesé during
ite session at ﬁadraé in the year‘lsga,on_thé ground

- that he wag”fléutingipublic morals by living with a
woman who had not obtained divorce from her husbang,

‘was wéli‘known;gz

" He carried on the propaganda through
the cqiﬁmns'cf thelﬂrellow Worker" and other journals,
-vLeading members of the Devadasi Community like Gudiseva
Subbaiah Naidu, Bhagkarla Bswarudu, started associations
to abolish nautch parties. They gave education to
their children and got them married and well settled in
life, and thus rendered their help to Venkataratnam Naidu

in his efforts.”>

With regard +to éhe regults of the movement; it
haé to be admitted that, they were not of much signi-
ficance, Nevertheless, the movement could impress upon
'Andhfadesa that the introduction of nautch girls on
fegtive'occasions was not merely a stigma but truly an
offence, As Venkataratnam mentioned in his autobiogra~

phical account, though the evil could not be eradicated,

- 92. XK.Suryanarayana, Op, cit;; p;40,, Also see
: S..E’atarajan, GP; ei.’cc‘, PP 101-102.
93. K.Suryanarayana, Ops Cite, pedle
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~ yet they succeeded in creating a consciousness among

a large"sgction oﬁ'pebple.that nautch was an institution
-tﬁat dese?ved elimination.94 Further, under the influence
of this movement, certain castes took ¢onerete stegs |
to eliminate this evil from their fold. Among the
-Jakkulas (name of a eaéte).in’Krishna district it was
formexly}?ustamary to set apart one girl for prostitution
and a wfittep_ggreement was a few years ago entered into
to give up the'practice,”gﬁ - Finally in 1925, as a
'result @: strdgg agitation, an act was passed which
extended to the Devédasis those sections of the Penal

~ Code which declared traffic in minor girls a criminal -
offence. However, the practice continued to exist

as the altérnaﬁivesgeagcatiqn and employment) before
Devadasis-were limited, Full and proper opportunities
‘with financial aid during their education, and the

94. R: Venkataratnam, weeyapravachanadyn (Rajahmundry,
. 1941) p.40 (An.autobiographical account?.
95: Edgar Thurston, op. cit., Vol. IA and B, p:140,
Also see the Hindu dated June 7, 1910 vherein it is
stated thus: "in Tenali Zakkula caste women were
leading lives in prostitution. The community took a
vow under the influence of some educated people that

they will" marry their females and since have acted upto
their vow:".
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guarantee of a job later, would have solved the
problem satisfactorily to an extent. ~ But these two
conditlons ceuld not be -fulfilled as it was an alien
colonial society zn which the reformers were wcmking

and as such they had to faee many limitatione in their
”work and its fulfilment. '

?hé_:efcrm.e£ ma¥xiage in general and widow
marriagegviﬁ particﬁlarroecupied the attention of
Veeresa;ingag,_ Hé criticised the unnecessary and waste-
ful expén@itufe?}iye-performing the marriage for five
days (as per éﬁstom) with elaborate ceremonies and
rituals_andAdinnerss' 48 he hadlne faith in the piety
of the pr1§gt1y-classes,.who demanded and received
heavy amounts as gifis, he advised people not to pay f 
kthema- He appealed o the éeopie not to'arrangé'nauteh
parties, during marrlages as apart frnm its reprehensible
nature, it would 1nvolve wasteful expenditure. The |
performance of marriages in a'prestigious fashion with
" all the avoidahle expeaditure was gauperizing_people.gG
Veeresalingam suggested alternative mays of spending
surplus money on_mar;iage occasions like "digging wells

in villages where drinking water is not availabie, and

for other public purposes" 97 The hardships faced by

96. K. Veeresalingam. goll. WOrks, op. cit., Vol. VIII.
. Part. II’ p.99.

97. Ibid., p. 98.
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people with many children:were countless. Hence this
aspect of marriage reform, thd@gh looks insignificant,
took an organised form reéultiﬁg not only in the
reduction of expenses but even in simp}ifying the
ritual of marriage with all its ﬁarphernalia.ga
‘Veeresalingam, as a pért of his stiﬁggie against
orthodoxy and superstitiéns, questioned the practice
of_consuiting horoscopes of the prospective couples
before marriages, ‘He eriticised that people could
only consult‘horosccpgs but could never earn longevity
to the bride‘mt groom. Further more, he énestioneé
how wag it that many pesple were dying even thoﬁgh
priests fixed the sacred time (Muhurat) for the

performance of-marriages.gg

Veeregaliﬁgam took up arms against the infant
marriages which were rather common among the upper strata
of‘society. Though anc:zasonable and unsound, this
practice came to be justified on religious grounds and
hence people who would not perform the marriages of
their children were'conside:ed as 'sinnersf_who flouted
the sanctify.of the Sastras and Puranas, canseguegtly,
the 'lcwer',gastes among which this practice was no%
very rampant, began to imitate the 'higher' castes as

part of the process of Sanskritisationa Other reasons

98. chlntammni February—ﬁarch, 1898, a bimonthly ‘ouinal
run by Veeresalingam.

99. KiVeeresalingam, R
s 34, (First publishe

ra Charitra (Madras,1969),
in 1880).
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nlike the insistence of éldefly (aged) people-for thé
marriages of their grand children for the fun and
enjeyment that a marriage would give them, were
regponsiblelfer the egrly_marriages%"Analysing the
causes for early marriages, Veefesaiingaﬁ mentioned
them in aetall in his lecture on ’Early marriages.

| He stated, “There are many reasons for the recurrence
of early marriages in our country. Some would 1ike to
-perqum-thg@wédd%ng of their children to have fun and
fanfare igeidgntal'to'suqh.ceremonies during their liife
time. | ‘Some oﬁhers do the same under the pressure of
aged people and relatives in the household; some do

it tg earn prespige in society by lavishly spending on
gifts fo‘priests and feasts; others perform more than
‘.oné_marriage at the same time to avoid double egpendiﬁure;
many do so for the fear of violating tradition and
inviting poss@b}g'social boycott if child marriages are
not performed....There are others different frém the
abofe who marry their children to.old and diseabéd
peopie for the sake of bride-price and estates in the
event of their prospective sons-in=-law's death". 100

As the marriages were to be performed only among the
sub=cagtes thus limiting the area of marriagés, it often

led to the early marriages as people were not sure of

100. K. Veeresalingam, Coll= workﬂ, op. eit‘, Vol VII
i (Lectures), pp. 35=34.
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securing husbands to their children, Se‘Veefesalingam
advocated the marriages among sub-castes, if not castes,

to eradicate the evil.

Discussion and‘eonﬁﬁoversies were being held in
the press and in public ovér;this_isgue before |
Veeresalingam tuinea his attention to this problem.
'Madras Times' published in 1865.tpetters on Hindu
Marriages' which were written by D.Ngrasaiah but under
three-diffe;eh# names over the controversy of iniant
marriages quoting profusely from Manu and finally
;cenc;ud;gg‘that_iniané marriages were "not only opposed
to eqmmqh”sense, but are also contrary to the very
‘sentiments and doctrines expressly promulgated in the
sacred formula pronounced on the celebration of the
marriage itself; and in thevsacred books on which

ourimarriage rites are founded, 0%

Veeresalingame,
proved i@ his lecture on early marriageé,quotingvthe
éhastrag, thét infant marriages were not approved

by them. He listed %7 the pernicious effects of the se
marriages on the health of mothers as well as children
and stated that it would finally result in physical and

102

mental degeneration of the nation, This question

ga;ned momentum and the public began to bestow their

101. .Narasaiah Letter Hi Marriages (Madras,
. 1867), ».l1. (Rnprinted frcm Madrag Times)..

102. K.Veeresalingam, Col. Works, op. ¢it., pp.37-38.
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attentibn_op this through the press and social refom
conferences, It was estimated that married girls below
four years of age (exeluding child widows) yerei24,257'
v‘in the‘Madras Presidency of which 11,904 were iﬁ the
northern Circars (comprising the districts of Ganjam,
Vmsakhapatnam, Godavara, Rrishna and Guntur).lO?

Malgbari?g movement on the age of marriage seems to have
a?cuSeﬁ}naeh interest in Anah;a and gapers relating to

it (1§ years for bridegroom and 12 for bride) sent by .
Hahadev_eovind Ranade ﬁo Veereéa;ingam were sigped‘by

the members of the Prarthana Samaj and the Social

ﬁgfo;m Agspciation at Rajahmupdry for wh;ch act the
signatoriegywere»considered ag extremists in ségial mafter%?4
Barly marriages reached such absurd proportions that
children\of ten months old (sometimes even less) were

got ma#xiedlos and the native press focussed the

attention of the public and the Government on this issue.
Bringing to the_notice'of the public the death of a

thirteen year old mother at child birth, the Vartadarsani
regretted the Government‘s»fai;ure for not taking any

106

steps to ban the evil practice. Vivekavardhani, on

103, Chintemani, February-March, 1898,
104, R,Venkatasivudu, op. cits., p.l5,

105. Budhavidheyi March, 1888, Report on Native News
Papers, 1888, This journal was published from
. Machilipatnam. : . '

106. Vartadarsani, March, 1894, Report on KNatiy
Papers, 1854, This gournal was published from Nellore.
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thé other hand, suggested a few practical measures to
prevent the incidence of infant marriages.‘ Firstly,
by preséribing a time limit after which married men
should not appear fof the Entrénce.vniversity
Examiﬁation and disallowing Sghelgrships or prizes

to be given to them. sécéndiy! by preferring un-
ﬁarxied éandidates for publié'emglpyment. The journal
~also alleged that the Govérnmegﬁwﬁas'éomplacent in this
matter because it was afraid that "it’ would hurt the
religious susceptibilities of the Hindus,"*07 However,
the initiative taken by the native Mysore Government

in this regard was some vhat exemplary. It abolished
the early marriages of gifls below the age of 8 and
boys of 14, By the same law it also abolished marriages
of men_abp?é.fifty years of age to the girls below 14

years,of age.log_

In the absence of any such law in British India
and also due_to the reasons of poverty and fear enter-
tained by parents that they would not be able to get .
theii daughﬁers_married.later, sale of brides (Kanyasulkam)

became rather common during this time.

107. Vzvekavardhani, Qctober, 1884. whe eport
~. News Papers, 1884, .

108, Satvasamvardhani, July, 1893. Also see S.Natarajan,
* op. cit., pP.103.
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As the child brides were geheraliy'purchaséd
by aged men, it resulted in early widowhood and.
immoral life which meant 1life-long condemnation fer'
them, This practice was in existence since a 1eng
timei As early as 1833, when Charlesc Philip Brown
was the eoiieetof at guntur; a letter was written to
him by a village officer requesting t0o help him with an
amoun t of sixty rupees to purchase a bride for his
second marriage since he was a w1dower. Brown '
incorporated the letter in the English uranslat%on_
- of the. Telugu Reader and m§9iia note on Kanyasulkam,
" s+ the more daughters a man has, the better off he
is; as there is always a rapid demand for them; but
tc get a son married is difficult and cosis a large sum,
| A widower finds the difficulty; still greater."%ggm-.

’2 ‘Veeresalingam exposed this evil (Kanyasulkam)
throhgh the columns of Vivekavardhani and by lectures and

wmting satirea. He cited the Shastras, to ansy:er the

g

orthodox sections, and to show that the evil was

not sanctioned by them,+10

He stated that “acéording
to Manu and Kasyapa a purchased maiden cannot be a wife
but only a pgdd servamt, Accordingly she is not

eligible to perform the religious rites to the Manes. |

.109. C.P.Brown, Zelugt Re ’ (Madﬁas, 1852) pp,193-94

110, Ses for example the lecture on 'Kanyasulkam' in
~ ¥ol. VIII of K.Veerésalingam’s Coll. Werks, Part II,
0"{3; citbg PP 26"280
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The Vaisyas and Sudras have realised this as an evil
praeticeAand ceased pezfarmiﬁg i%.// However, the
self-styled upper caste peégle (Bfghmins) continue
to indulge in this dévilish.gractice unacshamedly. The
Brahming, judging from this, u%O% To have lost the
capaczty to ﬁzscr:miaa Le between vice and vxrtue” in
Furthermore he §e10r¢beﬁ it as the "sale of human

112 os - s . t
12 His most popular satire *Brahmal. Vivahamu!

flesh®,
was written with the main purpose of expocing evilsg
like early and late marriages and Kanyasulkam, It

became 50 popular that the people of ‘Rajahmundry and

&

around were talling about it in groups at important

4
1

-ld

centres when it was first published. 5 Veeresalingaﬁ
was evident v not sstisfied witk the mere publication
of the satire asg it merély previde éertain amount of
entertainment to the people. Knowing the grip of

acte over people, ‘he pleaded for the excommun;vatjon

from the castes of those who gotv their daughtrxb

married in early age ox thome who 80lé thelr daughters

in'maryiageg1_4 Hig ideas caught fire. Gurajada

111, Ibidq, D 27.

112, See for exnmple the presidentisl address at
Godevarl B;qccht mObla] Conference by Veeresaw
lingean, ‘ y dune, 1897, Also see
K. Jeeres&x;ngamg Go*l. Works, op. ¢it., Vol. VII
P‘ _,7‘:}3.

113. K. Veeresalingam, §3903ag..&, Part I, ope cite, p. 27

The satire was published in 1876.
114, Ibid., p. 140=141,
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~ Apparaoc, a contemporary pf Veeresalingam, a great

poet and playwright,_qute a_famgué play 'Kanyasulkam®,
de state& in the preface of his play that Veerésalingam?s
satire 'B:ahmavivahama'_and,his play had "some parallel
Qaae&g@s“;?15 He also mentioned the name of Veeresa-
lingam through éng of his charac%eis in the play as
.ﬁhs person who wrote tracts oppoeing Kanyasulkanm,
though at several other placés we come across the
mentiqn of Rajahwundry as the centre éf réformist

. activities, 1t may be said that Gurajada Apparao's
great play (Kanyasulkam) was the fine and arﬁistic

outcome of Veeresalingam's reform activities,

Efforts were made to bring pressure upon the Govern-
ment to make Kanyasulkanm illegal, The Vartagaraani,
writing on this, described it as "slaveryﬁ. I%
further stated, feven thgdgh.slavery was abolished in
1843, in this form it.exists. So this sale of young
girlé can bhe made punishable under the statute banning
slaverya"316 In this connection the services rendered
by Maharaja Anandagajapati of Vizayanagaram are note=-
worthy., As far back as 1887 the Maharajah conducted a
Survey and collected the statistics relating to sulka

marriages in Vizagapatam district during a period of

115, See the preface oI G.V¥, Appa Rao to Lis play
Kanvasulkam {Madras, 1968) {Pirst edition
in 1897) ' ’ '

116, Yartadarsani, Mareh, 1834, Report on the Native

Newspapers, 1894,
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three years, Speaking of the doeument Gurajada Apﬁarao
in the preface to his play stated that the number of
Sulka marriages "recorded reached one thousand and thirty
four, glving‘an average oi three hundred and forty four
for'the yegg. ‘Ninety nine girls were married at the age
of 5 years, forty four at 4, thirty six at 3, six at 2,A
and iué three at the age of one - the infants in the last
instance carrying a price of, from_three_hundred and fifty
to four hundréé rupees a head. Strange as it may séuné,
Eargéiné are sometimes struck for chilérén in the womb,
Such a state of things is a disgrace to sociéty, and lite-
~ rature cannot have a higher function than to show up such
p:actice§ aﬁd_give currency to 2 high standazrd of morals."117
'Furfher more,5the Maharaja of Vizinagaram raised the matter,
with the assistence of Rao Bahadur Valluri Jagannatha Rao
Pantulu, the treasury officer of Nellore Dlstriet in the
Madras legls ature in 1888, The Government, considering
.1t as z questien connected with the native relxgion, aia
not want %o pass = law lest it should hurt the réiigiogs

feelings of the'na%ivés.118

The practice of early marriages gave rise %o two other
evils namely prostitution and widowhood. Ii{ may no% be
correct Lo attribute widowhood to the early marriages alone,

Nevertheless, the existence of a good number of child

117. GoVe Aépaéaa Kanyagulkam . (Vijayanagaram, 1897), edition,

118. Hindujana Samskarini, (Madras), April 1888. Also see
Chintamani, Februay%March, 1898, T, Rajagopalarao

expressed the same views in his book, A History of Indian
SOEial Reform in the Nineteenth Century (Madras, 1901),
- P Oe . ’
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wiﬁow§:went far tb prove this point. The condition of
widéws and the treatment they received at the hands of their
own people can hardly be exaggerated.ﬂ The child widow
was.the unigue product of the Indian s0il, generally unknown
ih:other parts of the world, Veeresallngam vividly described
the conditicﬁioffwidowé in his novel "Rajasekhara Charitra®,
‘which was considered by literary-critics as one which reflee
cted the Social conditions of his times. He wrote, "The
sarryfstaté of widows in our couniry mcvesveven an enemy's
heart, The parents, instead of consoling and comforting
their griefnstricken‘widow~daughters unkindly deprive thenm
of all ﬁinimum pleasures in life, The ornaments are taken
away from them, Their heads are shaven to make them look
ugly and confine them to a deserted corner in the house,
They are not fed properly nor clothed adequately, Kﬁheir lives
are maae misérable and they are like living eorpsesfagithey
ére forceq %o do all the manual labour in the house, A
widow is %reatea as a servant maid in her parental home
even by her own sisters-in-law. On aspicious 6ccasioﬂs her
appearance iz detested and she ig considered as an- 41%-
omen, ' That is how the word “widow" has become a highly

abusive term among ust, 119 Thus widowhood was considered

119, K, Veewresalinganm, \agasekhuru Charitra op, cit.,
pp.37-88. Also see¢ K, Veevesalingam, Coll., Works,
ops cit., Vol, VII, the lecture on 'Widow re-
marriage, p. 576,
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to be slow torture - mental as well as physical = and

40 be worse than 'satil,

Vecrcsalingam's endeavours to perform widow marriae
ges were provertial to remember, though his efforts to
improve public morals were no iess great than the other.
Considering the timeg he lived iﬂ,.the opposition and
persecution he faced Irom the ésﬁabli&hed beliefs and
customs, it was a great task that he carried on in favour
of widow mayriages. Through this movement he successw~
fully hit at the citaéél of reactionary forces and made
a beginning of independent thinking as well as action,
freed from the shackles of Shastras and self-styled

saviours of religion and morals namely priests.

Before Veeresalingam started his movement in 1879,
there was some activity on this issue in Madras city.
Pamphlets and articles in support of wiéow'marriagés
were issued by Palle Chentsal Rao, the Secretary of the
Widow Remarriage éssoéiatipn at Madras. 120  In Andhra
the native journalé, Puxusharthapradayini and Tatwabo~

dhini published articles on this issue,

In the meantime a tract was published by Paravastu
Venkatarangé Charyulu of Visakhapatnam, quoting Shastras

and  8mrithis, sanctioning the marriage for widows.

120, K. VOCTESalingam, SWeeYAsezss PATE Ig 0De Citss Do 145.
Also see D. Venkatarangaiah, Kondaruy Nelleri Goppayar
(Wellore, 1933), ppe 120=22°
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Paravastu concluded: "Hence I pray to God to make the

‘hearts of the 1eadé:s:of the'people, to see the need

arising out of the changed coﬁdition of the present circum=-
stances and prevent social evils 1iké the aboriions, eaused"
’by weak-ningded women, by early permitiing virgin widows

to remerry and thus prétect the Qeaker sex."{‘.za After

the publication of the tract, Kokkonda Venkataratnam |
Pantulu from Médrasland Dharmavaram Ra?akrishnamaeharyulu, |
a poet and a popular playwright of Puranic dramas in Telﬁgu,
wrbte to Veeresalingam to counter the contents of the tract

of Paravastu.122

Veeresalingam did not comply with their
request, He had,dif£3rent views on.the matter. He stated
in his autobiography that he was eagerly awaiting the day
when he could rejoice at the sight of child WLdows engoying
their lives thh their second husbands and thought that

the time was not yet ripe for that. 127 His intimate friend
Challapalli Bapaiah broached the matter with him but in

the beginning he did no% evince much interest in the issue
as he thought that it was not easyvfor him to undertake such
a heavy task without adequate resources - both human and
material, However, Challapalli Bapaiah did net give up his

attempts and gave encuah confidence to Veeresalingam that he

121, Cited by J. Garunauham, 6p. cit., pp. 96~y7.,
122. K., Veeresalinganm, égggy@L&&L, Part I, op. clt., pp.146~47{
123¢ Ib.&aog pno 148""4‘9¢



*95-

would be with him in this movement even if it meant
giving up his kith and kin, 2%
A notice wag circulated in the town of Rajahmundry
for a aeetsna where Veexaaaling&m’wculd deliver a lecture
on the marriage ax WLQQWb.mhiQ; ereated great stir among
e orthodox sections. Veorecalinzam knew that Iswara
Chandra Vidyasagar wrote a‘bock én the isgue of widow
maﬁfiéges'but be could not sceoure it in time, It is
‘gtated that the first book advecating widow marriages

in @eluga'waﬁ a translatian from the Xannads language
published in 1&68, the year when Keshub Chandra

Sen visited HMadras to starit the Brahmosamaj.125 He

could not get this book too. All that he could get
hold of were the Manu, Yagnavalkyz and Parasara Smrit-

I (o the articles published in Tatwabodnini and Purushae
riha Prathayini. With the help of these he delivered i
a lecture on 3ra Auguast 1879 justifying widow mar:iage.125
The ﬁeetiﬁg was wsl;.attended by Pandits and others, 1In
.fhe lecture he adopted both the methods of queoeting the
Vedas and the Smritis., to.satisfy'éhe priestly c¢lasaes
and appealing to reascn with his arguments, Speaking
about the widowhcod be saild, "the cruel practice of

124, 1vid, | | |
125, ©°, Hajagcpala Rao, op. cite, D 352,

126, See for the Lecture K, Veeresalingam, Cocll. lorks,
ODs cit, ’ Yol VII, PP 524“"5583¢
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prohibiting widows %o marry is found nowhere in the
world except in our caun%ry;'lﬂven in our country it

is confined to the Hindus and among then ohly to the
three upper casteﬂ“¢127 He enﬁmerated the various’
pioﬁlems related to this issue like early marriages,
iilicit gexual contots: of widows leading to elope-
ment and pregnancy and the like., "Due %o the‘associaa
tion with'widéws, even family women are taking %o

wrong path of illicit contacts with men",128 Answer-
ing the criticism of opponents of widow marriage, he
stated, "it is absurd to think that widow marriages
would:stoplinfanticide and start the killing of husbandsS....
'I%vis not éo in bther countries where widow marriages
aré taking place. Ever in cur country this is not

the case among those castes in which widow marriages
are not forbidden., Are men killing their wives simply
because they have the freedom to remarry?ﬂgg The
lecture creatzd big stir and commotion in the towsn

and people began discussing the various aspects of
fhe’problem. He delivered a second lecture on the same
topie on 17th October, 1879, As he stated in a meeting
3t Madras he had no faith in the Shastras and the

Smyitise, But he was citing them for sclf~defence

157 o5 de p.556,
128, Ibvid., p.550.
129, Ibid., p.573
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as 1t was the only effective way to answer the argu=
ments of Pandits;13° Imme&iately after the first
lecture ﬁhe'ﬁidbw Marriage Association was formed in
Rajahmundry, with Veefesaiingam 58 ite Seéretary,' Iﬁ
issued an appeal to the Indian public to help 1% with
fundé to carry on its activities, It condemnedithe
'cust&m‘as 'tyrant"and asked people to iefy it a&d

131 Veeresalingam went to Kakinada and many

' bhecome free,
| other places and delivered lectures on this issue,
Several attempte were made to beat him hp but the timel&
help and protection by the students enabled him to
wéather;sugh stormsﬁigz_ The widow Marriage Association
consisted of educated people, and a group of dedicated
workers namely Ch, Bapaiah, B, Gavarraju, A.5. ﬁarasimn
han Chetty, BsV. Jogajeh Naidu, K. Parthasarathi Naidu
and others from Rajahmundry.. Sankeracharya of Virupaksha
caﬁe to Rajahmundry and threatemeﬁvthe moembers of the
hssociation with excommunication if they did not dise
sociate themselves from it. The widaw marriage asgocia-
4tion was strsngthened with the addition of new members '
like Nyapati Subbarab Pantulu who came to ﬁractise law

and Atmuri Lekshminarasimham as the district munsiff.133

130, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya....,.pPart 1, op. cit., D. 22ZJ.
‘131, Vivekavardhaunil, September, 1879,
132, Referencass to this are to be found in Veeresalingem's
‘SweeVasess, Part I, op. cit., pp. 158=59.
133+ Ibid., ps 161, Also see K, Veeresalingam, Coll.
vorks, op. ecit,, Vol, VII, p. 758,
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Nyapati Subbarao, latér became the §ecretary of the Prarthana
Samaj at Rajahmundry and was a great source of help to

Veeresalingam in his reform work. He was elected to the
"Madras Legislature from the northern Circars local boards

constituency (1893), and was the Secretary of the reception
Committee to the Conference of the Indian National Congress
at Madras in 1898.134 Atmuri Lakshminaragimham was well |
versed in the Vedas and the Shastrés.: Along with Veeresa-
lingam he aléo took part in the epic battle of arguments
with the Pandits of Rajahmundry over the issue of widow
marriages and established that widow marriage was not
opposed to the Shastras. He was one»among those threéteneé

with excommunication by Sankaracharya of Virupaksha math.135

Veeresalingam, after collecting round him a few abdble
and courageous co-workers, started preparations for the
performance of wiéow marriages as he was not satisfied with
mere arguments and wordy duels with pandits. Inspired by
Veeresalihgam's lectures and further discussions in the
'tewﬁ, a number of students were expressing their willingness
to marry widows, This made the bpponents of the reform, the
orthodox.sections, to get their sons hastily married and
shave the heads of widows and do other things to make them
look ugly and unpresentable for marriage. 2° The first
widow marriage was odebrated in Rajahmundry on 11th Decem-

*

| ber, 1881, It was the year when the Prarthana Samaj, £he
134, Vignans sarvaswamu (Madras 1961), Vol. 1V, ppe 1205-1206.
135. G.V. Subbarayudu, Atmuri ILakshminarasimha Somayazi

Jeevitha Charitramu, Upanyasamulu, p. 11, The place and
publication date are not mentioned,

136, K. Veeresalingam, SwWweeya,..., part I, op. cit., p. 171.




_Studenfs"Sacial Reform Association and Vivekavarghani
‘were working‘dynamically and Veeresalingam being the cen=
tral figure of the abe&e three organisations, got full
“support from thém 1n hié efforts at the firét widow
marriage., Neverthelesé, the first marriage created
uhpiecedénﬁedvstir.in the town and innumerable attempts
'weré'maée to stop it. Nqn-cooperatioﬁ'came from all
cides, The purochits, cooks, musicians and others were
preﬁenfed from taking part in the function. Attemptis
weré made to kidnap the bride and the groom‘and.beat

up #eerasalingam. Veeresalingam got full support-ficﬁ
ithe local English paliee-efficiéls. The local Superine
tendéﬁt of Police and the Joint Magistrate>were personale
1y present to look after the security arrangements.
Sixfy constables were posted not only around the resi-
dence of Veeresalingam but at several points on‘the

routé of the prbcessidn¢ Ag the Hindu constables were
susﬁected to bé'friendly'witﬁ the opponents of Veeresaw
lingam, Christian and the,Muhammada# constables were
specially brought from other places.137 Students were
keéping vigil round the clack; A éontemporary student who
was present on that day described the event thus:

"About 500 students of us attended the marriagé. e

were guarding all streets and lanes leading to our ‘guru's’

(Veeresalingam's) residence throughout the night, We
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all ate there dﬁring the marriage and yet the priestly
classes could not excommunicate us as we did not care
foi‘all that., Except Basavaraju Gavarraju, all other
leading members of the widow marriage'associétion and
folldwers of Veeresalingam deserted him during the
marriage¢ Those few who attended the marriage pere

formed 'penance' and got back into the Hindu religion."138

Veeresalinganm mentioned in detail in his autobio=-
graphy the after effects of the first widow marriage, 139
The grip,af the Hindu orthodoxy over the society could

be gaﬁged from the fact that most of the staunch co=~
workers of Veeresalingam in this cause 1ncluding Pyda
Ramakrishnaiah who donated an amount of Rs, 30,000/~ and |
later on constructed houses for the re-~married couples
~performed penance fearing the excommunication, Veeresa-
lingam and Basavaraju Gavarraju on whom he had high hopes
(but he died prematurely in 1888 to the great sorrow of.
Veeresalingam) stood like rocks unmoved by the public |
criticism and ridicule., The social boycott began in

right earnest., It took the form of refusing to let out
houses, stopping the supply of water, prohibiting the entry
into temples and the like, The social boycott was followed

up by the excommunication letters issued hy'Sankarachafya
138, V., Suryanarayaha Rao, Op. cite, p. 166,

139, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya..s..s Part I, op. cit.,
~ PPs. 184-92, :
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to ‘31 families in Rajahmundryw It was a day of re
joiciﬁg to the orthodox sections, They took out a
precession with the writs of exéommunicatian in a palan-
éuin, A similar procession was also taken out in-Kakiu
nada, the nafive.place of Pyda Ramakrishnaiah who
’liberallj financed the widow marriage movement (refer-

red abave).14° :

Despite all this, Veeresalingam received lettérs
of congratulations from Madras and other places; "Your
telegram has made us all exceedingly happy. ‘May God
bless you and the couple! .... Rajahmundry may hence-
forth be said to live. You have made the 11th of Decem-
ber a very remarkable day in the history éi our Presie
&enéy;.a. Madras, as some wish me to believe, will fol-

low in the wake of ﬁaj&hmundry,n141

Indeed Rajahmundry
became a place of hepe to widows as many of them began
writing confidential letters to Veeresalingam express-
ing their readiness for marriage. But soon after this
two antiuwidow_marriage asgociations were formed, one at
, ﬁajahmundry and another at Madras, Congratulating
véeresalingam, Diwan Bahadur ValluritJagannadhaiﬁao
Pantulu wrote, "I only hope that at least half a dozen
more marriages will take place in rapid succession., The

excitement must not be allowed to cool AoWA esese I am

1400 Ibido) Po 199- .

141, Letter written by P, Venkatappaiah (a social worker)
on 13th December, 1881 from Tiruvalikkini, Madras,
Ibido’ pp- 192"93.
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circglating your telegram among the Native gentry

here. An anti-marriage'associafion-is just now on foot
here, It can do you ne_harm."142:'1t is true that no
Qmmediate harm was done., However, when sankaracharya
visited Rajahmundry he was given a grand welcome and

' 'was taken round the town in a big procession. In this
résurgencéipi enthusiasm, a few among the student sup~
porters of'Veeresalingam were beaten up by the disciples
of Sankéracharya to which students replied with a very
severe beating of the disciples of Sankaracharya. This
created a tremendous commotion in the town and Sankara-
charyav%earing.that he would be assaulted left the place
in the dead of night cursing the inhabitants of Rajah-
- mundry that he would never visit them again.143

Veeresalingam's name and work now reached Madras.
‘R. Raghunatha Rao and Palle Chentsal Rao invited him to
Madras tb}deiivér lectures and participate in' a coSmo=
politan'diﬁner, Véeresalingam delivered a lecture on
the 'Remarriage of Widowsf in the Anderson Hall of the
Christian College. Later, he developed the lecture into
va small pamphlet entitled "Streepunarvivaha Sastrasan- |
grahamu" 144 -In this lecture he completely relied upon .

142. Tetter written on 12 December, 1881 from Madras,
’ Ibido, Pe 194.
143, V. Suryanarayana Rao, 0p. cite., p. 167, Also see
K. g$gr$galingam, SWeevVasssey Op. cit,, Part I,
: P . halt A2
144, See K. Veeresalingam, oll= Works, Qp. eit., Vol. VII,
pp. 683=751,




 =10%-

Srutis, Smritis and Puranas from which he profusely
quoted in sﬁppoit:oi widow marriages, According to

‘Parasara Smriti, "If the husband dies or renounces the
5
world or does not return from abroad within the prese-

cribed.time*p# is impotent or becomes loose in matters
of sei, the Wife is eligible té harry again";145 Again
he quoted Smritis (e.2. Parasara Smriti) to disapprove
of the shaving of the head of a widow, *® In the

| cosmé?oiifan dinner only six people participated among
whom Qas Manﬂaﬁé Bﬁtchiah“Pantulu, a founder of the
.South Indian Brahma Samaj.147 On hearing the news of
widow marriages being performed at Rajahmundry, Iswara

Chandra Vidyasagar from Calcutta congratulated Veeresa=-

lingam and wished him success in his "exertions on be4

half of the unhappy sufferersu"148

- The widow marriage association tho&gh started earlier,
‘never met before 1884. It first met on 22nd June, 1884
and passed certain resolutions in favour of widow marriages.,
The Association lasted till 1891 as it met for the last

time on 25th January, 1891,  1I% existed hardly for 7 years

- 145, 1ivbid., p. 716,
146. Ibid.’ PP. 737"'38.
147. R+ Venkatasivudu, op. cit., p. 26, Also see
Yignanasarvaswamu, Vol. III, op. cit., p. 574,

148, Bxtract from the letter written by Iswarachandra Vidya-
sagar to Veeresalingam, dated 24th October, 1882,
Cited ‘in K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya,s.., Part I, op. cit.,
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during which only three marriages were performed.

Prior to the year 1884 (from the year 1881 when,thé;
iirst-marriage was_éelebrateﬁ) ten matriages were
§erfbrmed of whieh_twa_weré'Vysya marriages., Pyda
aﬂamakrishnaiah”wha rendered liberal help %o the cause of
wid@w.maf:iagés died in_1886.‘_Hencé, after 1891, when
the Association beeamg defunct, Veéresaiingam had to
carry on the work on his own spending his own money. By
19@5 the total number of marriages performed were 63 of

- which 57 were among Brahmins (of different sub-castes),

3 amaég Vysyas, one a@eng ?iswabrahmins,149

150 151

one of
152

adivelama caste and one of Vellala caste,
149, The Viswabrahming are called Kamsalas also, The
- name Viswabrahmin is of recent origin, They are di-~
" vided into four oc¢ecupational groups, Kamsali (Gold-
smith) Kamchari (Blacksmith) Vadrangi (Carpenter)
and Kasi (stone masons), They claim Brahminhood
for themselves very insistently and contested with
the Brahmins on this question both in courts of law
and out-side. But in actual practice they occupy
almost the same position in the ritualistic hierarchy
as other non~Brahmin communities even though they
rigidly keep themselves separate from them all, See
under ;g%ggglg', Edgard Thurston, Vol. III, op. cits,
150, The Adivelamas claim to be the earliest of the Velama
community in the Telugu country. There are many legends
which describe their settlement in the coastal part
of the country after their ships were blown off by
storm winds. They are algso called Arava Karanams in
parts of Nellore distriet and their chief concentra-
tione are in Machilipatnam, Rajahmundry and Kakinada,
They claim Kshatriyahood but not different from the
Sudras in the social hierarchy, See under 'Yelamas!
Bdgar Thurston, Vol. VII, op. cit., pp.336~41,
151, The Vellales are the great agricultural community in
~ the Tamil country and their social status is that of
the Sudras, Ibid,, See under 'Vellalas', pp.361=89.
152, Nalam EKrishna Rao, Vi tuv ‘a.gharitra,?upto 1904 )
(Rajahmundry 19565, P+ 16, Nalam Krishna Rao was & cons
- temporary and Co-worker of Veeresalingam at Rajahmundry.
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fhese include the marriages that took place at places
like Guntur, Bellary and Madras, In Guﬁtur the first
widow marriage took place in 1902. Veeresalingamvwith
his wife was invited to attend it}by the district
munsiff Viswanatha Sastry, at whose residence the
‘marriage took place. This created a big furore in the
town. The'cook of Viswanatha sastry deserted them.,
‘His wife was opposed to the marriage. Yet the mare
riage was performed in which Unnava Lakshminarayana, an
youﬁg man imbued with reform ideas, took part.153
Unnava Lakshminarayana performed many widow mairiages
at Gdntur later, and was called "Second Veeresalingam
of'Guntur."154 - Commenting upon the Qidcw marrigge at
Guntur the 'Hindu' published a letter under the caption
'Social Reform in Guntur'. It stated, "Two or three
months back a remarriage of a young woman took ﬁlace for
the first time at Guntur under the Superintendence of
Rao Bahadur K.V. Pantulu (Kandukuri Veeresalingam) and
his wife.ess, this waé too much for the orthodox section
which seemed to be strong at Guntur, All those whé rem
ceived_the innocent pansupari (betel or Tambool) and the
. few students who dined were also'put out of caste, The
Telugu'Watér-brahmin'of the District munsif®! house

made himself scarce. Several'perfcrmed fprayaschit!

153. K. Veeresallngam, SWeeya,ss4y Part I,»op.'cit.,

154, The Hindu, June 7, 1910.
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or penabce and returned to their respective positions
in saciety. Three gentlemen and three'students are
still holding on."155 4 five day conference was orga-
vnised at Guntur to discuss the question in dispute,
Several well known reformers atténded it including

Ch, Lakshminarasimham, the Telugu poet and a follower
of Veeresalingam. The Hindu coriespondence continued
'stating, "The conference has done_oﬁe good, It made
Guntur people think of social reform.,... A few educa=
ted men of Guntur seem to lead the oPpositioﬁ to social
reforms., This is deploréble. How an English educéted;
maﬁ can ever fihd himself in opposition to the social
reform programmes and use the old world instrument of

excommunicaﬁion<against the reformers is inconceivable."156

The abo#e passage is quoted to give an idea of the
spread of Veeresalingam's widow marriage movement in
Andhra and how discussions were taking place and héw}
an awareness was created among peoplg towards social
réform. Reformers 1ike'Unnava were influenced by Veeresa-
lingam and were undertaking reform activities. Tanguturi
Prakasam, a student at Rajahmundry, (who became a leading
political figure during the freedom struggle and was
the first Chief Miniater of Andhra Province in 1953),
when‘Vegresalingam was at the height of his glory, wrote
in his autobiography that he decided to perform the

marriage of his widow sister under the influence of

155, Ibid, January 15, 1903.-
156¢ Ibidi
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Veeresalingam's reform‘mevemént. However; it could

not take plage as she died. 127

Veeresalingam was strzvxng single handed in his
efforts having neither material nor human help. Appeals
were issued by the editors of contemporary native_press
for helpiQEB Doubts were also being expressed by them ~
as to whether or not the movement of widow marriage would
eontinue-after Veéresalingam’s death as he was aging.
yhen educated Bengal thus leaves the tender sapling of
.the widow marriages movement to wither away and die what
guarantee is there that Madras will have heart enough to
take up the tale after the alfeady over-worked Rac Bahadur
K. Veéresélingam Pantulu Garu of Rajahmundry leaves us
for ever (which God forbid for a long time to come) ...
shall we..@s request the admirers of Veeresalingam and
the friends of the cause he represents .,... to keep’alive,
aye, improve the cause by taking prompt and practical

measures w159

Two :easons prompted Veeresalingam to leave for
Madrasvin 1897. Firstly, he wanted to get his writings
printed there and for this he purchased a preés (Chinta~
mani Press). The second, and probébly more important,

 reagon was %hat Madras being a cosmopolitan city with

157, T. Prakasem, Na Jeevita Yatra, (My life's piligrimage)
Madras, 1972 p. 52. 1t was first published in 1946
at Rajahmundry.

158, Hindujanasamskarini, March, 1889, Also see Andhraprae
kasika, June 1893, Report on Native News Papers,
0D Cito, 1893. .

159, gagzasgngrghag;— July, 1897.
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large heterogenous pbpulation with their respective
cultures would afford greater opportunities .for his
reform activities than Rajahmundry which was a compara-
tively s@all and conservative place.160 Having got his
expectations belied. to a large extent, Veeresalingam:'
returned to Rajahmundry in 1905 rather frustrated, No |
doubt hevpefformed'a,few widow marrfages when he was in
Madras. Also he was made the President of both Madras
Social'Refbrm,Association and the South Indian Brahma
Samajs He was respécted and considered as a distinguished
person 'by students., Yet, all these signs of recognition
and achievement could not satisfy his resfless soul, 1In
1898 the Indian-Social Conference met at Madras., Veeresa-
lingam delivered the presidential addresé.%1 Mahadev
Govind Ranade conferred the title 'Vidyasagar of South
India' on Veeresalingam. 0% While he was in Madras
Veeresalingam also visited'Bangalore and delivered lectures
on widoﬁ marriages and theism. .However,'Véeresalingam
felt thaﬁ he was an alien’ in-Madias and could not get
much cooperation from pedple who according to him wére
mere talkeré‘and no doers, Moreover, he could not meet
ftiehds?éffen'ds the city was a place of distances, Hence
he left for Rajahmundry in 1905, ,
160, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeya...., Part II, op. cit., p.90,

161, .See for the text in C.Y. Chintamani, op, cit., pp.202-6
162, K. Veeresalingam, Sweeyas..,, Part I, op. eit,, p. 123,




Gne_unique thing that Veeresalingam did at Madras
was the establishment of Widows®' Home., More than widow
marriages it was a'remarkaﬁle,service that Veeresalingam
'd1d for widows by not only affording them shelter but
by giving them purposeful and useful education such as

erafts-énd needlewéfk; He spent 4 thousand rupees and
built a widos' hom there. A% the time of his departure,
be handed it over to the Hindu Reform Association a®
Madras and accepted only 3 thousand rupees for the
‘building. It has been said that Veeresalingam's work in
-Madraé fwa@-achiev@d sgainat greater odds than thbse faced
- by the similar es%ablishment_af’widows'>homes.in Poona
by Profé'D.K@ Karve;163 Veéresalingam, who had carried
out single handed work for 16 years at Rajahmundry in
performing widow marriages, dié the same in setting up
the widows' Home at Madréds, -

Béfore he';efi Kédrés (in 1904) Veeresalingam
started @aking arrangements.for the establishment of a
widews{‘hoﬁe at Rajahmundry. Wida?s above 18 years of
age wafe §q_be_admi$ted st;aight,an&‘bthars (velow 18
yearé) §hou1a have the pérmission‘of parents to be'admitted
1nto the ﬂome. -Besides general -education some vocational
training wcula be given.164 The Home was named 'Sree.
Victoria Widows' Home' and @penea on 16th January, 1905,

163» Se Natarajan, ap.ci‘b., pqggo “%‘\
164. Telugu Zggana, Septembexr, 1904, -



m11bu

It was'meant for‘pcor widows who were to be'fed and
taught freely.1§5. In the newly purchased site a build-
 ing for the widows Home was built with the liberal help

_ . of M, Achyutaramiah (formervstudent of Veeresalingam)

who contributed 5 thousand rupees., The Rajah of |
Pithapur gave 12 hundred r&pees towards this. Of those
“who wgre'joining és widows there were some ‘fallen!
women. 'Veerésalingam, to save such women, opened a
Resbue‘the‘and éven pérfqrmed a marriage (in Vysya
Community) for an inmate of the Rescue home.16é, Veeresa~
lingam found it very difficult to run the Home as it
contained women with diverse temparaments, Strict rules
w§ré fraﬁédvnot only to discipline the inmates but %o
'mﬁﬁld theif‘éharactérs also. He found it rather dif-
'ficult to run the Home which cost him 150 rupées_per
month and henée visited Bombay for coliectidns in 1909
when he~waé sixty years of age. Heverthéless,what.
worried himfmost’was tpe.lack of human help. vIn a

letter from Mad:as.to R. Venkatasivudu he stated that
"more than monetary help i am ﬁuch concerned about

the lack of human help. I am worried the future of
widows! Homel w167 Unnava Lakshminarayana took the

lead in starting a widows' .Home at Gun tur in 1903

and.conducted it efficiently for many years. It was

765. 1bid, denuary, 1905, -
166, K, Veeresalingam, SweeJ2i.esy PartII, op.cit., Ds 359.
' 1670 Aa Ramapa‘bl RaO, Op.cit., po 1000
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called "Sarada Niketan", of which; the veteran freedom'
fighter from Andhrag'Konda Venkatappaiah_wés.the foun-

 der President. The Zamindar of Munagala, who gave libe~

ral monetary help to the Home, succeeded him as Presi-

dent.16$ v o ‘

The widowpmgrﬁiage mbvémﬁﬁt, byland‘largé, was not
much of a,gucce§s;'.i£ étarted with a big thrust and
high hopes. However it could ﬁot infect the imagination
of people and its impact was nearly goné in less than
“$wo decadesa‘ Thé reQSOns afé many, Firstly it was a
problem that concerned only a sectlon of the upper castes
of soclety and thus its scope was limited. secondly, the
marrlages that took place were done in_haate. The main
aim of the érganisers was to perform aé many'marriages
as possible not having consideration for the mutual
liking and temperamental suitability of the couples.
Veeresalingam himéelf admitted tﬁis fact and stated that
certain major disﬁarities between the wife and husband
made their marital life ruinous, 1909 Thirdly, the orgae
nisers of this movement cared more for the performance
of the new marriages than to take care of the married
couples; This was one of the strong points of eriticism

against Veeresalingam. It was alleged by his critics

768, Konda Venkatappaiah,_gwgexaéﬁggi;ra; (Hyderavad, 1966),
169, K: Veeresalingam, Sweeyas,.sss Part I, op. cit., p.244.
~ Similar criticism was made by R. Venkatasivudu,
ops cit., P. 142,
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thaf he.delayeﬁ the payments (allowances) to them,
 However, Veerssalingam refuted this criticism in his
lecture on the 'History of Present and future conditions
of widow.marriagé’ in which he stated that he was some=-
-times runniﬁg into debts to pay them in time.17° Fourthly,
it appeared that these married couples got into the
movement not with any idealism and reformist zeal but

for maney and greater social récégaitiou. When all

this did not take place to equal their expectations,‘

they got disillusioned with Veeresalihgam and developed

jgalbusies and,ill’feelings. So when there arose pei»

sonal differeﬁees.between Veeresalingam and Atmuri
Lakshminarasimham, over the execution of the death

will of late Pyda Ramakrishnaiah who set apart 10 thou=
sand rupees to be speét for the cause of widow marriages,
they took sides and got themselves divided into two
fighting groups, Iastly the community of people

covered by widGW‘marriages was small and as such they
were in a fix about the future of their community. They
relied literally for everything upon Veeresalingam and to
~ some extent on Atmuri lakshminarasimham. The formerx
_became a Brahmo in 1996, after much hestitation as he was
much concerned about these families, and Atmuri Lakshmi-

narasimham ceased taking any interest in the problem.

170, X, Veeresalingam, -Co ;, Horks, Val. VII, op. cit.,
P 769. '
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Veeresalingam did Qréate a trust, giving away all his
properties to it, called Hitakarini Samaj to continue

the reform aetifities; ‘But it should be noted that the
-Sama j waé jusﬁ'estaﬁlished (in 1908) and was in its :
infant gtage‘ Moreover looking after the families cove—‘v

red by widow marriages was one among its many objectives§171

As the scope and extent of the movement was limited
one may not expect miracles to flow from this reform,
The nature of the cause 1is éuch that a radical change
or perménent utility was not anticipated from it. Similar
ﬁcvements in Bengal and Maharashtra had the same fate,
However, the movement created an awareness among pécple
that such evils should be eradicated and that they could
become more rational in their thinking and independent |
in action., As an experiment of a successful struggle
against the crfhodoxy in society it was a success. The
reformers like feeresalingam with their middle class and
Brahminical background 6ould not go beyond this and demand
for woﬁen the right for a share in the ancestral éroperty
even thoﬁgh some contemporary papers were writing that |
'a portion of the husbands estate' should be given to -

the wife iﬁ'case he married again or leaves her.172.

171. See for the Appendices A and B of X. Veeresalmngam,
'Sweeyacharitramu! op. cit. for the Memorandum and
trust deed of the Hitakarini Samaj.

172, Sasilekha, June, 1895, Report on Native News Papers,
op. eit., 1895,
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Veeresalingam was a man of strong and deep religious
ideas. He took interest in;religiousvréform too as it
was necessary for anﬁ'seribus;réform of séciety. One
of the'éims of his jduﬁnal ?Viyekavardhani' was "to
- teach pure religious doctriﬁes;"173 As a stuéent he
 came.under‘the_influence of a Brahmo, Atmuri Lakshmi-
narasimham, who was his teacher at Rajahmundry.‘ Veeresa=
lingam came across a book of lectures by Keshub Chandra
Sen and was influénced 5y its contents. ‘It_happened in
Y74 gnea1

then he was regularly visiting temples, Now there was

1868 when Veeresalingam was 20 years of age.

a marked change in his views. From then on he and a
few others of 515 mental make-up used to meet once in
a week at his residence to discuss mattergvof religion.175
By 1874 Veeresalingam's ideas on religion, as in matters:
of social reform, took a definite shape and he began
writing in his journal ‘'Vivekavardhani® (started in 1874)
that right behavicur.waé more essentialltovreligion than

external observations, He gave up idolatry and began

worshipping one God, in support of which he wrote verses

in the first three issues of Vivekavardhani.176 He stated,
173. K. Veeresalingam, §uggx_h&‘* Part I, op. cit,, p.81.
174, Ibid., Pe 60,

175, Ibid.

176, For verses see Ibid., PP 81-83,
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who is notvvisible'to the eye and other external organs,
Who assumes the shape of the soul,
'whb is the prime mover of creation, animate and inanimate,

who punishes the bad and protects fhe goed,

who is omnipresent, looks on the good and the evil of
men everywhere_and

who is the eternal, the birthless and the pure

. ¢ e »
He, ,

at whose will all the worlds are created,

maintained; destroyed,

at whose behest clusters. of stars hang in
heavens day after day,

whose attributes in all their true extent are
 beyond the comprehension of any one whosoever,
whose command sets limits'to the limitless seas and |

‘who feeds the birds of the sky, the beasts of the
earth and the fishes of the waters ==

may He, the Lord Sovereign shower his grace upon us"177.

Also he wrote on tOpics like 'Truth',}'Nonnviolence';
"heisd!, 'Wisdom'. The influence of Keshub's ideas on

Veeresalingam could be seen in his lectures, He expressed

197. ivid,
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no faith iﬁ_the avatars"(incarnations)'of God. Poly-
theismn, idolatry, and Varnasrama dharme were discount-
cenanced by him., He declared that "Vedas, Bible and Koran
are not true. The miracle8 therein are unbelievable."178:
Commenting on the same theme'he denounced idolatry which
reached such absurd limits as %o the worship of animals,
birds, trees, snakes, stones and other inanimate cbjécts,179
He condemned the degeneration that had set in in Hinduism
wiﬁh_its meaningless rituals and dressing and decorafing
God and taking idols in>precession in streets, He was

dead set against caste and subﬁcaste’divisions and the
artificial gulf between them. 80 Writing about sub-castes
he stated, "these sub-divisions are not sanctioned by
Shastrag. Ehen it is not so why should our educated_
people hesitate to leap over these barriers and establish
social relations between these innumerable divisions, .
Their lack of courage to do such good things as these
make them the willing slaves of superstitions‘af31 He
believed in the growth and development of individuality
wihich according to him would lead to the progress af'total
society., The main defect in this type of thinking was
that he ignored fhe fact that society was not merely‘a.

178. XK. Veeresalingam, Coll, Works, Vol, VII, op. cit., p.31.

179. :;Ibiap_;’ p. 60' )

180, For example see, K. Veeresalingam, Coll, Works,
VOI.IVIII, op. cit., Ppe 144-148,

181. K. Veeresalingam, Coll. Works, Vol. VIII, op. cit.,
p. 146. v . _
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collection of individual units, and that individual
growth would not automatically bring about the society's
~ progress; and cnkthe other hand ordér&y and balanced
growth alone‘wauldAhelp,sccietyg ‘Veeﬁesalingam, pr%ba~
bly in his érmsaaing geal fér :efarﬁ and uncompromis—
irg struggle against age‘old customs, deplored totaliy
Indiats past where pgoble were tyrannised by the

priestly classges,

¥ith these ideas in the background Veeresalihgam
started the Prarthana Samaj (prayer union) in 1878 with
a few like-mindedlgoulsvin Rajahmundry to worship one
God and practise pure theism. It was first set up inm
Veeresalingam's house and then it was shifted to Viziaw-
nagaram Rajah's Girls School énd finally was housed in
a separate buil&ing Qi‘itS'ewn.iaz There was nothing
new inrits inception, HNevertheless, its special fea#ure
was the impact it created upon the minds of students.
In 1821 Pandit Sivanatha Sastry visited,ﬂadiés and on
his way back to Calcutta stopped at Rajahmundry. He
delivered a few lectuﬁes which inepired the educated g
men &nd youth to undertake geaﬁ and useful humanitamian~§
work, Students now had their own Prarthana Samajas to
practise Manatheistic worship., The Prarthana Samaj
Braught about a change of character and behaviout among

many men, Night schools were conducted {as in Maharashtra

182, K. Veeresalingan, SWeeY3,ssa» Part I, op. cit., p.138.



under the auspices ¢f_the Prarthana Sémaj} for the pbor
and illiterate.183 The impact bf the aétivities‘of
'Prarthana Samaj'kwas such that students in their néw

born enthuéiasm_to break the hold of outdated customs,
took out their sacred threads and hung them on the
branches of trees outside the_Coilege to provoke and
ridicule fhe tra&itionialistsf184 Tﬁis resembled thev
activities 6f,Derazians,of the Bengal rénaissance. Sivae
nathae Sastry visited Rajahmundry again in 1890 and fur-
ther inspired the youth with his lectures. During this
visit he stayed as the guest of Veeresalingam. The
progress and influence of the Prorthana Samaj, though
not visibly great and deep, could not be vnderestimated,
A séparate Sémagffor'women-was established by Veeresa-
lingam in Raﬁahmundry. Similar Samajas (the Theistig
Gentres)_were‘éstabliéhed in a number of places like .
Kakinada, Masulipatam, Guntur, Parlakimidi, Peddapuram,>8?
A general atmosphere of rationélism and aversion to
'idélatry wag prevalent, By their activities the Prarthana
Samajas paved the way and prepared the minds of péoplé
for social reform, The Prarthana Samaj was different
from Brahmoism as fhe former did not lnsist upon its,
members to give up their caste., Its chief featurea;

were in the form of worship which was congregational,

18%. Ibid., p. l68. '

184, V, Suryanarayana Rao, ope. cit., p. 167. Also see
R. Venkatasivudu, op. cit., p. 22,

185, Chintamani, March-April, 1893.
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with songs followed by sermons and'prayers; This

was different from Hinduism and so it caught the
imaginatien of the people, Also the Samaj did not
accept the Vedasd aé Divine Revelation and guestioned the
‘age~long %raditions, All this appeared to the aithodox
aéctions as irreligious and Veeresalingam wag even
dubbed as an atheist.’®® gme.work of Prarthona sama
Wwas iﬁ_a way moxe effective than the Brakmo Samaj in
Bengal, The Brahmos remdined as an elite and their

teachings did not reach the lower strata of_secié#y.i

The Erarthaﬁa sémaj had its influence over a "large
section of the society and removed or lessened the power
of the social customs." 7 It could not be cempatediv
with the Brahmo Samaj whichvwas a secio—religious novee
ment, The ?ﬁarthana’%amaj was more é protest against
idolatry .and expounded the worship of the God who is
one without a_secpnd. It brought many youngmen tagether,
.eﬁpecially‘ﬁtudents. They could not werk unitedly agé
achieve much and -gave up its ideals when they entered
real life after their studies, Like the ﬁidow'marmiage
movement (a social refcrm), the Prarthana Samaj (a reli-
gious reform) failed to regxcter satisfactory progress as

both of them gradually declined when opposition to them

186, R, Venkatasivudu,; op. ¢it., p. 41,
187, J. Gurunatham, op. cit., p. 142,
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waned. They would live and thrive only in adverse

circumstances. .

Veeresalihgam's efforts to establish a theistic

high School bore fruit in 1908, It required =a welldx

located and convenient premises and for this the Rajéh

of Pithapur donated 70 thousand rﬁpees,qas_ The School
buildings were opened by Herambachandra Maitra, the
’principal of CityACellege of Calcutta and the School was
named af%er Veeresalingam according to the wishes of_gajah
of Pithapur. The School had certain special féatu:es. |
‘Firstly it was co-educational, perhaps first of its kind
in Andhra, This example was later adopted by the College
authorities at Kakinada, 8% fne girl students were exemp-
ted from thelpayment of fees. Sécondly; the School admit-
ted-ﬁarijanﬁ boys who were also exempted from the School

1

fees, Thigs measure created stir in society as even the ,
missionary schools did not admit Harijians in those days¢190
The School became popular and consequently the local mis-
sionary high School had to be demoted as a middle School, |
@he'Schcol curriculum included among other subjects, music,
painting and sewing, and crafts useful for women in their

homes,

188, Sriram Virabrahmakavi, op. cit,. Also mentioned in -
- K.Veeresalingam's Sweéeyacharitramu, Part II, p. 352,
189, R. Venkataratnam, op. cit.,, p. 20, Also see for exam=-
' ple K. Suryanarayana, op. cit., p. 29
180, Sweeya...., Part II, op. cit., p. 352.
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~ Veeresalingam clearly showed a preference to
Brahmoism frem.his student days. As mentioned éarlier
he was the piesident of South Indiaanrahmo Samaj. Yet
ﬁe did'hotxbecome”a Brahmo until 1906 as he'thought that
it would come in the way of his reform activit1es.191
~The Brahmo Samaj was started inm South Imdia in 1871 by
one youngman Sreedharulu Naidu who went to Bengal and
returned after being influPnced by leaders of Brahmo
- Samaj ohere.lgg Earller & Veda Samaj was established
by two advocates oi‘Madxas,'Ragagopalacharyulu'and Subba~v
rayalu Chetty whe vere influencedﬁby;the lectures of
Keshub Chénéra sen at Hadras in.1864.193_ ﬁgain afﬁér
the v1sxt of Slvanatha Sastry to Madras in 1881, the Brahmo
Samaj was frék;vea and organised well under the leader=
ship of Mannava Butchiah Pantulu and R. Venka taratnam
‘Naidu. These two, along'with Desiraju~Pedabapiah in
whom the Brehmo flame burnt the‘brightest, helped
Véeresalingam in his reform activities. FPedavapaiah who
read ex%ensively in Western iiberal thought and the
Brahmébscriptures and who vieited GalcuttaAtwice and
came into contact with'the reformers there was casily the

greatest of Brahmos in Andhra. He gave up the sacred

191. Iblda, pc 278! . :
192. Vignenasarvaswamu, op. cit. Vol, III. pe 574, Pandit
.~ Shivanaiha Sastry mentioned the same fact in his

'History of the Brahmo Samaj (Second edltlon) Vol.I,
Calcutta, 19129, De 173

193, Ivid. 4lso see T, Venkatasubbarao, op. cit., p. 106.
ir which verses are cited from Brahma Prakasika, a
Brahmo journal published from Madras in 1880! sgﬁ
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thread and became a Brahmo in 1905 and thus set an

example to Veeresalingam to follow suit after some tlme.
'Easlly this _young man was leader to Veeresallngam in

this regard. Veeresalingam's decision to turn into a

~ Brahmo, practising the ideas of pﬁre'theism was streng-
thened when Pedabapaiah came to Rajahmundry and joined
-Veeresalinganm with a view tgfhelp him in his activities.194
When ?edabapalah threw away his sacred thread he performed
the 'Sraddha' of his mother according to Navvzdhan method
of Brahmoism and the'ceremony was conducted by Veeresa-

195

lingam. Moreover, a cosmopolitan dinner was arranged

af Pedabapaiah's residence which Veeresalingam attenéed..

1t was remarked that this set the Godavari river on fire.?96
Its éansequencesvwere such that Pedabanaxah was totally
boycotted by society, had no house %0 live in and hence
stayed with Veeres salingam for some time, and when he died
pvematurely in 1908 at the young age of 30 at Madras he
had nobody to nurse‘hlm or help him, Veeresallngam 3190
performed his fathér%;:FSraddha' according to Brahmo
method and arrénged'a ‘cosmopolitan dinner on that occas#

sion too 197 This he follcwed up by relinquishing the

194, D. Pedabapaiah, OPe c;t., pp. 135« 37,
195, From the diary of Desiraju Pedabapaiah dated 21,8.1905
-~ egited in D. Pedabapaiah, 0D, clf., pp. 100-01
196, Ibid., p. 108. ,
197 The dinner was arranged on 15,2.1306, See K, Veeresa=-
lingam, Sweeyass,.., Part II, op. cit., p. 289,

]
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sacred thread also and as a résultvtwo;of_the Brahmin.
inmates of the widows home left itb198 As expected,this
@ét of_Veergsalingam created much controversy and the

~ orthodox section took adﬁantage of it by denouncing
his refdrm &cﬁivity.  They started'a~fdrtnightly

- 'Hindudesabhivardhani' and abused Veeresalingam alleging
that he deceived Hindn widows who joined his Home with |
high hopes and ruined their future.'9? Even his well
wish@rs‘aﬁd former studénts were unhappy about this, for
they thought that by tﬁis‘step the remarried people

were left hopeless-and leaderless and conséguently went
back“to the Hindu‘folé where they could not énjoy the

same status as before.gco

) Eolit;gal Ideas

Born in the pre-1857 perlod Veer95a11nnam grew to
manhood in the second hall of the 19th century. He was
a typical representative of the early Indiar nationalism,
It is not.correct to say, as some péople'are inclined to
'think, that Veeresalingam was sociélly a progressive but.
politicélly 2 reactionary or pro-British, At best he
can be classificd ac a moderate among Indian nationalists

_without their strong and trenchant criticism of the British

198. Ibbdc’ p- 2900
1990 Ibido [} DP. 300“'01
200. V. guryanazayanr Rac, Op. Clt., p. 168,
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'rulé. Like Ranade and other great social reformers
of his age, he was:a patriot and desired @olitical
freedem._:Nq'doubt, he glorified_tﬁg benefits of the
British rule, He strongly bélieved that the British
rule was.a_God:givéﬁ boon to India. "The fact that
we are meeting and fearlesslyldiscuSSing political
.issues_to—gay is due to the benevolence of God-given
British rule over us in the interests of our countryn, 201
He extolled tﬁe numerous benefac%ions'conferredvby,the
British a&ministration on'the'backward Indian society.

He was convigced that the elements of éivilisation
introduced by the British'@evernment like the English
education, well-knit administration, civil and criminal
.courts,.modern.mgans of communications and other scienti-
fic advantagGS‘wquld plaée thé Brifi&h rule as a great

benefactor in hiStorical_perspective.zoz

The contri-
bution of the British rule, though unconscious, to the
~ forces that moulded Indian nationalism need not be ignored,
Lala_&ajpaf Rai,>consi§ered a fire brand in his days,
said? referring to the foundation of the indian National

GongresSuﬂ.,,“The methods of the English Government in'

761, K. Veeresalingam, . o;lg Works, Vol. Vill, Ope Cita,
Pe 9, Veeresalingam made this statement during the
lecture he delivered on 'The National Congress and
its aims', _

2020 IBldi, ppt 10"‘15t )



a125u

India, theif educétional system, their press, their

laws, their courts, their railways, their telegraphs,

1

their poste-offices, their steamers had as much to do

with it as the Indians' love of'ceuntry..;,"zcj

However, Veeresalingsm hastened to 2dd that this
would not mean the British rule was perfect and faulte-
less., 'He,coypaieé the &élationship hetween the British
Government and.lgdian:people to one that exists between
mother and éhil&‘ The child according te him (India),
was_perfeqﬁly just;iied in asgking for freedom and the
mother (Ehgland) would grant 211 that the child deserves, 204
He wanted people to rely upon the British tg introduce
constitutiénal reforms to ensure‘peace, justice and good
government. Howevar, the freedom he wanted was not com=-

plete political freedom to the nation, He feared that

 if the British were to leave India, it would result in

lawlessness and disorder. He stated, "Because of the
British rule there are no civil wars and there is peace

and order in our country, If the British were to entrust

‘the whole political power and réSponsihility of the manage-

ment of state affairs to Indians even for one year, India
would soon (within months) be Balkaniged into many ware

ring factionsg regulting in the infighting between dif-
203, Lala Lajpat Rai, Young India (New Delhi, 1968), p. 108.
- (First published in 1916). '
204, K. Veeresalingam, ‘National Congress and Ite Aims?,
Goll,. Works, Vol, VIIL, op. ¢it., p. 16,
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ferénﬁ religions, castes and mationalities, .The illi-
teratetmajority would brandAthe educated minority as
snafheistﬁland evil-doers and suppress them and revive

the dying social evile and traditions. A1l this ultie
mately woulé result in anarohyb' Hence in order to'averﬁ
this catastréphe béfalling.our nation, let us pray God
to ensure the British rule over usiiggﬂgggp".zoB Hence
the fﬁeedam that he wanted'WQs of limited character
Within the.ggneral framework of thquritish empire., Even
~ about this, in the early stages, he did not have clear=-
‘cut ideas for he did not specify as to the type of reia~
tionship that should subsist between England and India, J
He pleaded for the representation of Indians in the
local government institutions and also in the Viceroy's
councils ﬁg.putkéhe'blame upon the local government
officials ~-vre§enue, police and judicial -~ for all_'
theAills of the people and pleaded for the reform of
thege officials which would secure clean administration...
He saw no use in criticising the 1aws'of theuGovernmeht
whehvtheir implementation was defective and corrupt at

the local leve1.206

From this it appears that he had no
proper grasp of i nature of the British colonial ‘rule

and the foundations on which it was laid, He could not

205, Ibid., ppe L7-18. - T
206, K. Veeresalingam, Sweya...., Part I, op. cit., p. 80,
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appreciate the fact that, after all, the officials were

a part of the larger system of State machinery,

In its earliest phase Indian nationalism reflected
the hopes and aspirations of the uppex strata of society -
'the_xis;ng industrialists, progressive land owners and
wélletofdc intelligentsia, The founders of the Indian |
National Congress, Dadabhai Naoreji, Pherozeshah Mehta,
R?mesh Chandar ﬁutt and others belonged to this class.
Véerésalingam too was a representative of this claés.
These leaders swore loyalty to the British crown. They
extolled the blessings of British rule. They desired the
establlshment ¢f Parliamentary system in India. They
expected the British to give a helping hand in this res-

pect,

As a typical representative of the rising Indian
bourgeoisie, Veeresalingam evinced éreat enthusiasm for
.Swadésbi as early as 1880, He aavdgatea the manufacture -
and use of Indian proéugts. Five years bhefore the birth
of the Ingian National Congressvhe wrote: "Almost all the
clothes worn by the rich as well as the ppor are manuface
tured in Bngland. As they are produced with machines,
they are available at cheap p?icea. Hence everyone has
given up buying °w&desh1 clotﬁ they are all buying ‘

clothes manufactured Ln‘au;ope. Crores of rupees that are

spent every year in the jurchase of foreign cloth are thus
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Eldwing out of our cbuntry'into foreign lands. The
result is, éﬁr country is becoming poorer und poorer,

' If on the other hand, textile mills are set up in our
coantry; all that money will remain here, The time

has come when the educated people should shed their
stupid attraction for services and realxse the need for
entering ‘other trades."207_ He realised though vaguely
that, there was 'drain’ of resources from out of India

and he desired the profits to accrue to the Indian en-

trepreneurs,

Veeresalingam was one of the delegates elected
to attend the third session of the Indian National
'cengress held at Madras in 1887, However, he attended

the session not as a delegate since he was advised not

0 do so, as he was a teacher in the Govemment service.
In the speech delivered at Rajahmundry on the Congress
(referred above) he spoke of the rights o{?%éople and
how the Congress aimed at striving for those rights,

The founders of the Congress fondly hoped that the
Britishers would help in securing these rights, Veeiesa-
lingam too nurtured such hopes., He stated, "At a time
when we were steeped in ignorance, when we 4id not know
our rights, they taught us how to demand them; they

helped us attain maturlty How can such benevolent and

207. yive kavardhani, Aprll 1880,
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Eal

kind~hearted people fail to bestow on us those rights

when we become qualified for them, #208

It 1s with such sn understanding that the Congress
fﬁnétiohéd during the first two decades. Dgring this
period no basic demand for sélf—government, leave aside
inéepéndence,.was advanced 5y the Congresg, Then |
only demand was for a greater degree of Indian represén-
tation within th-e‘British system of government. Increase
in the number of elected representatives in the Vice~
roy's and Governor's Legislative Councils, competitive
examinations for the I1.C.3., to be held simultaneously
in India also, abolition of income tax on all those
earning less than Rs.1000/-, reimposition of the
import duty on foreign textiles, establishment of ine |
stitutions for technical education, abolition of judi-
cial'yoweés given to districet collectors, were some of
the main demands of the Congress in those days.
Veeresalingam also voiced the same demands in his speech

on the Congress, and in his journal Vivekavardhani?og

208, K, Veer?zalingam, Coll. Works, Vol. VIII, op. cit.,
- pp. 15=16, :
209, It is contended "that the income tax does the country
a great deal of harm. A person with an income of
Re.500/~ or £35 a year must pay this tax in India,
while people with an income below £€150 are in England -
exempt from it," Report on Native News Papers
op. ¢it., June, 1890, o
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Judging from the present day standards, the demands |
ef the ‘early nationalist movement may appear too sube
missive. It should not, however, be assumed from the
tone of these declaratlogs that the early Congress
leaders were reactionary. On the contrary, they re-
represented at that time, the most progressive force

in Indian society. So long as the peasantry did not
bécome an_oiganised force, so long as the'warking class
remaineé é nasgcent force, the rising industrialisi:
class was the most progressive force in India. They
and their ideological spokesmen (the educated middle-
claQQ, strove nard for social reforms, for enlightenment,
education, 1ndustr3ali$aulon and tedhnlcal progress,
The educated intelligentsia of those days derived in-
spiration.from the Congress resolutions. And Veeresa=

lingam was no exception,

Veeresalingam belonged to that section éf‘the
reformers who helieved that the social reform should
take place along with political reform, if not precede
it. In this he was one with the Maharashtrian refor- -
mers, Ranade, Bhandarkar, Malabari and others, He held
the view that when social evils like igrorance, superQ
stition; caste and sub-caste systems were prevalent,

there was no use in securing political freedom.21°

210. K. Veeresalingam, Coll. Works, Vol. Viii, op. cit.,
Pe 5,
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He did not toleiate‘thoséhnétionalists who, according
té him, caring little for the social evils that were
eating into the vitals of Telugu society, confined
their activitiés to political agita%iong - He sﬁbjéc~

- ted them to biting criticism. He wrote, "No doubt

it is very essential to sirive for political rights.
But,rwe;are'bf the opinion that, keeping aloof from
qrﬁcial‘problems iike reform of %hé caste-systém,

' while being active in striving for political rights,
is not conducive te'eﬁr country's welfare ,... Those
who are heroesg in woxdy ﬁars‘about political rights
are cowards on éuestiags gf social reform like caste-
‘system, This is not wiﬁhout reason, In the first
placgévit is easy tb‘ériticise from a distance the
acts of the Governp?~General or the Secretary of State
or the Governor .... In the secohd, those who expose
the e#ils amcﬂg the_peoPleg become ébjects of their
anger and abuse, ané bear several hardships. One

generally chooses_a péth without hardships and which
| w211 '

earns him reputation.™ Veeresalingam, in saying so,

ES

failed %o understand that in India with its variety
and multitude of problems, only political issues would

move the genersl mass of Indian people towards progress,

211, Vivekayardhani, September, 1885.

S S e on
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‘Perhaps the local problems also Kaa,a bearing on the
mind 9£ ?eemesa11ngam and influenced his fhaugh%. it
éheuiﬁ be neted thaﬁ itye p%%i Subbarao Pz&tala wio was

n ¢lose aaaaﬁia%e.aﬁ‘Vagxea&lﬁng&m-in,nia raform a¢g;g
vities broke away from him and ostablished a Hindu
Sama] aﬁé-aallah@ra%ﬁé'wi%h the activities of theospphi-
o8l sadiﬁty ol ﬁﬁﬁ@ wesﬁn, whm visdted Rajahmundry to
deliver laﬁtaraa {3V ﬁmhe@qouﬂy* at the invitation of

the Samaj.o 2

' Nyapati Subba Rao Pantulu who later
becamé the Gepszal gecretary of the LeTeCuCey brek&
iagayrfrem Veeié$a11ngam‘becausa his brother, under
the influence of Veeresslingam, merried & widow, Thie
was one oi‘ihe widew marriagss, performed by Veeresae
lingam, bo which Subba Rae Pantulu did not give his

&@prﬁval.zigl

A By the ﬁima‘ﬁé@iaﬂaliugam,zeﬁurned to Rajahmundry
 from Madras (1905) there was & change of atmosphers st
Rajahmundry, I% wés‘aot the same old place where he
enjoyed maximum support for his activities from students,

and evon among the elders the earlier measl for refornm

212, CATYAOsmYAL Egg;, Havemberuﬁaaember, 1835e COLs
laart aemampanied her t0 Rajahmundry on 15.12,189%,
The incident comndsted with hey visit was the
arroagepent of 2 nanteh programme by the lecal
thecsopilste, which Besant end Glosit Gid not oppuse.
213, X« ?zijeuglinﬁwn, ?wpeiaﬁ,tq, Part 11, op. ecit.,
Dl =16,



»was‘absent; Due to the influence wielded by the Hindu °
Samaj (mentioned aboVe) among the educated, apathy
towards sQeial_reform had increased. Stopping the
subseription for the 'Indian social Reformer'! to the
" reading room in the town hall was .cited by Veeresalingam.
as an indication of the changed mood)?14 By 1905
conditions in India changed radically, The growing
sweep of the nationalist movement reflected a more
miliﬁant mood. The idea, that petitioning to the
‘Government for petty reforms had got played out, slowly
gained ground. Tilak's slogan "Swaraj is my birth
right" became the clarion call to the countrymen. ILord
Curzon's decision to partition Bengal aﬁded.fuel to
the fire. The Swadeshi movement, started in Bengal
under the aegis of the Congress, spread, to the
Andhra, Disﬁricts. Bepin Chandra Pal, the Bengali
fire-eater, came to Andhra and Addressed mammoth
meetings in towns like Rajahmundry and Kakinada,
Though militant in its nature, this movement had a re=
“vivalist colour about itIWhich was characterised by
Jawaharlal Nehru as, "Socially speaking, the revival

of Indian nationalism in 1907 was definitely reactionaryt2!>
 %his trend“in\ﬁhe nationalist movement took Veeresa-
214, 1Did,, Dps 273,

215, Jawaharlal Nehru, Ag,&gﬁgh;ggggggx (New Delhi, 1962),
pe 24, (First published in 1936).
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lingam, who was already a loyaliét among moderates,
further away from the main stream of the nationalist
movement. Instead of criticising this trend ahd still
be asgociated with nationalists, he»méved away from
them failing to keep himself ab:east of the times.
Referring to the reactions of the spéech of Bepin
Chandra Pal on thé'jcﬁth, which roused,thélpaésions of.
youngmen against the British government, he wrote in
his autobiography: "they (youngmég) considered me to

be antiapatriotic;‘fhey-did not consider me as fit for
moving with patriots like themSélves, They treated me
as an outcaste, and stopped moving freely with me, 216+

The speech of Pal created muéh-Stir in Rajahmundry.
Stﬁdents, wearing $wadeshi badges and holdihg flags

in their hands, went round the town shouting 'Vande
mataram', For violating the orders of the lobél Govern=

" ment College principal, Mark Hunter, and participating in
“the processioh and the public meeting of Bepin Chandra
Pal, Gadicharla Harisarvottama Rao (the student leader),
and several other students were expelled from the callege,2?7

Iater on Harisarvottama Rao was tried for sedition (the

first casé of sedition in the Madras presidency during

216, K. Veeresalingam 'SWeeVa.ses, PArt Il, OD. Cit., DDe308-09,

217+ M. Venkatarangaiah, ed. eed truggle in Andhra
| drades ndhra) Vol. II, (1906=1920 A.D.) (Hyderabad,

1969), pp. 52=53.

.
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"the natianaliet movement) and convicted, In mcvémbér

196@ Vearasalingam went %s give téstimeny at the sefdiw
tion trial of G. Hari&arﬁathama Rac, the principal 1eader
of April 1907 sﬁuéan% rev&lﬁ‘ia_aagahmaaégy,‘ Sope of

_ Hax&aér@a%&a&a E@n's newspuper ar%ial&é challengeq.tha
gcvgrnﬁent*ﬁhieh declared the pieeaﬁ‘seﬁitiauﬁ...véereeas :

1ingom's testimeny helped %6 tonvict Harisarvothoma Rewo, 218

Al %hia 1nfbnma$ia§”éi& nét}fiaé pléce in Voerasaow
 lingam's auiahiégraphyi %ﬁﬁﬁ@h generally cansiderad as

a well wisher of @tuées%s; V&am@sélingam did not condenmn
fhe action of the prineipal in expelling: & number of
students fram the céllege. Moreover, his testimony in

the m%diti&ﬁ casg could be considered a8 a aerious issue
bnt for the fact that nang leadere of the Gengreaa during
thia time differed with the militent trends in naﬁiaaaliﬂm
‘ whicn ultimataly resulted in a crisis at the Surat
_Gongress in 1907, which ended in a paa&emonium_ V@e:esa«_
 lingam was a#erae»ta vielent mathods. Referring to a
nati@ﬁﬁlist‘srspseeh at B&imavaxaﬁ,.he wrbies "It wae
anbearable for me 4o hear him aggaaiiag»%é puke '"Brngliche

mant's Blood flow in sbreans, "o 19

This a%fituée wap well *eflaated in his aevera

. 1967,
- 219, 9@,. Veeresalingam, S

218, ?ﬁﬁi&_&@ﬁ

[
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ccndemnatipn of Khudiram EQSe,_a_Beng51 revo1gtionary,
' as a traitor and murderer;'anq removéd his_phbtograph
(put up during his stay at Madras).frem the reading }
room of the town hall at Rajahmundry and p:df&sgly
apologised to the district collector at whose instance
he-actéd.zzoi o

The cbhfer@ing of the title 'of Rao Bahadur on
Veeresalingam and his acceptance of it inl1893221
went to prove further that he was a loyalist among
natianalig@s and'may be classified perhaps'és an

anglophile.

Burifier of Public Life

The part pléyeq by Veeresalingam‘in purifying
the public 1ife in Andhra was nétable. The Andhra society
in the later half of the 19th century was still feudal
in charactex, Hence the dichard feudal customs and age
1§ng traditiOns held their tight grip over the mental
make~-up of the people. The advent of western knowlédge
and the gxewth of u001ety along the path of western
01V¢1i8&t10n brought in new vxstas of opportunities
in public,life. With the spread of education and with
the establishment of couris and government offices edu-

cated Indians were being recruited into these establish-

520, 1bid., D. 321. . - o ’ .
221. Zbldi, Pa 710 : i o C



ments., It was transition period during which the 'old'
set of values were giving place to the 'new', iThe lure

" of position and pelf led to'évilsyin public life such as
nepotism, corruption and the like, The British offieials
éccupying key posts at {the higher LyelVéependgﬁ upon their
subordinates who were mostly Indians, and these became
corrupt;t The 10@31 gelf governing agencies like municie-
palities, district boards and taluk boards were not func-
tioning properly-e#en_within their limited jurisdiction
of power and éutgnomy,_‘$henatives who became members

of these bodies cared-veryllittle for the general welfare
and did nothing to improve the tone of their fﬁnction»
ing., Veeresalingam worked with a missionary zeai to
combat these evils and improve the standazd oilpublié
life in Andhra. This was in fact one of the aims in
starting his journal Vivekavardhani.zzz Waile explaine-
ing the objects of the journal, he declared thué: "In
those days.it was a‘very common practice among;dfficiais
to take bribes, and not to ecept them was a diéhcnour.
All were under the belief that bribery, far from being
immoral, was the natural function of the official,
Therefore,’ane object of the journal was to stop bribery
among the officials. But bribe#y cannot cease without

222, K. Veoresalingom, SWeeYAsssss Dort 1, Ops Gites Do T9.
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that Offer bribes and thé officials thaﬁ-aceept then,
Hence té_infhse a moral tone among the péople'waa a
sécond object of'tha jou:nal;l Butlhawvcan morality
@dvaqce among the people, éo,}ogg as practices like the
entert&iqing of the nautch gifis; are not locked upon

as evil things?  So pb reform social customs was its
third objeet¢“2?3 Vivekavardhani, though not iiterally
the first journal in Telugu==prior to that.about half-

a dozen journals existed which were either news sheets
Vpr periodicals withra limited purpose—nwas yet the first
jegrnal devoted to a tporough-going social'gegeneration‘
@hodgh‘modgsﬁbin size i%1wa§¢nct feeble. Ithaa more or
less a-one-man show. Veeteééiiﬁgam was its life -and
soul-~the editor, the printer, the publisher, ﬁﬁé
proof-reader~-all rolled in one., To start with, it

_was a monthly, in 1876 it became a fortnightly and

later weekly. Its popularity was such that it acquired
its own press in 1875. Thus he earned the high

praise as the founder of journalism in Andhra and

the 'master artist’ who used journals as the effective

223.—- Ibid. ,' Pp. 80‘81 L]
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media of @iSSQmenaﬁingAthe ideas of reform and

quernism_224

Outlining his task as editor and the hardships
he faced, he wrote in one of the early issues of Vivekaw
vaxdhahi:_ "If bribery is condemned the local officials |
ﬁquld be enraged; if concubinage is'disappraved of, the
rakes of the town would become angry; if dead customs
are criticised and attacked the ignorant and the 114~
terdie‘Wouiq feel unhappy; if the external forms of
‘ieligién (rituals) are denounced, the priestly classes
would be displeased - if the journal were to justify its

existence, it has %o defy such a wide range of people.

0225

224, K+R. Seshagiri Rao, ed. i the Higtory of

" Telugu Journalism (New Delhi, 1 )y Pe 150, Also
see S, Natarajan, Hisbtory of the Press in India
(New Delhi, 1962}, p. 193, where Veeresalingam

~Pantulu is described as "the father of Telugu

" journalisnm", And also see J, Natarajan, History
‘of Indian Journalism Part II of the Report of the
Press Commission, (New Delhi, 1955), p. 201, which
stated that Vecresalingam made a beginning in Telugu
Journalism through his Vivekavardhani., A similar
view was expressed by 'Chronicler! in an article
'Telugu Journalism, Lieaders and Landmarks' in
‘V.Rs§;K.M. Prasad et al, ed, Half way (Vijayawada,
1958) .

’225.'K; Veeresalingam, Sweeya,s.s, Part I, op. eit.,
ps 81,



It did defy and carryéﬁfbn its tirade against these
evils. An instance ih this cénnection is worth men-
tioning.v The disﬁrict munsiff at Rajahmundry during'
this pe?iod'(1878)'wés P, Sriramulu., He was notoriously
corrupt. Shere was a novel method of quéting sections by
Vakils (advceates) in_tha court namely ﬁhat if a vakil
mentioned Section Zbeg,it was meant an amount of two -

" hundred rupees to be paid to the munsiff as bribe, The
other Vakil migh% mention Section 300 which meant'thaf
he‘Was prepared to pay an amount of three hundred rupees,
Likewiée,vthe bidding would éonti@ue until the munsiff
declared in fa§0ur'0£ one section, Moreover, this
munsiff was not writing judgements. Instead he made

the Government_ﬁak@l‘c, Kamaraju,'who _gappénedvﬁo be

226 Veeresa=

‘his brother-inflaw, write-judgements.
lingam resolved to put an end to this, He not only ex-
posed them in the Journal but also he éaugh% hold of
one orlglnal mdnuscrlpt of the Jjudgements prepared by
the uevernment wakil. He wrote in his journal, "Our
actingvdisf:ict'munsiff is P, Sriramulu Garu.;..;' In
violation of the long standing orders and rules of
praetiée, énvthe point, he takes up the trial of not

less than_two cases simultaneously. He directs his

226. The whole incident ic narrated in detail in Ibid.,
Ppo 1 12“1 5.
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attention to one case before him and entrusts a goomastha
with the conduct of the second case, He must observe
that this sort of procedure is very objectienable and
detrimental to public justice.... He never takes them
up in the order or the serial nupber in wnich they stand
in the register of suits, -Another circumstance that we
may note down is the way in which judgements are pro-
nounced and dated. They saj that iong after the cases
were heard, reserving judgements, he would one day deliver
them putting a previous date ..s...« he holds the court
in the room or hall seating himself on a bed spread on the
floor with pleaders, goomasthas, clients, ete,, standing
br sitting around him, thus presenting altogether a
digorderly appeérancé eess we feel confident that this
may not fail %o rouse the attention of the higher autho-
r;»le ..,.f227 The Madras Government ordered the High
Court %o enguire into this and Veeresalingam proved his
charges with the copy of the judgement as proof. Anticia
pating serioum consequﬁnces the government vakil, Kamaraju,
committed suicide by taklng poison and the district

munsiff, Sriramulu,had a sudden death‘zzs

Thus death
saved both of them from punishment. 4nother evil which
he successfully exposed and set right was the practice of

granting sunnuds (pattas) to anybody and everybody to enrol

227. I;vekazargganl, April, A877e
228, K, Veeresalingam, §weez§,,,, Part I, op. city,

pp. 133=34,
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as.%kilé through glving ﬁribaa %o the ﬁisiria% judieial
.autharitiea, &eaz&y aighiy new vmkiiﬁ were controlled
"wha had no even waﬁking knawleﬁga of Engliah‘ Veeresaw
'lingam expﬂse& this balﬁly thraugh the aalnmna of his
journal,??9 mme High Court autnofi ties, knowing that
the malﬁxactieas aeeurraa, withéraw the aaanuda 1asuﬁd

to the new vakilﬁ. '

?gexééalingam_wa& a £earia$s'§aurnali5t, But he
was more f an eangelist than & journalist in his write
ines. He 4id not spare éﬁyb@égﬁukigh ur lowwein his
Journal if he considsred that what thay were daiag-ﬁas
not econduocive to socisl wwiiubwing, On ono occasnion heée
_cvmfaei@&a the Zamindny af Polavarsm in strong terms for
'_givinp up hig firet wife and marrying a ten year old 5131:39
The Zamindar of Polavaram was formerly aymgaﬁha:ie t6 the
sanse of social raform and widow marriages. He also had
donated thousand rupses to widows! hoﬁé*'startaﬁ by.
-?&ax&aaiﬁagaﬁg ‘ﬁéwgv@ﬁ, he latexr on shifted hiz earlier
stand and gbtarted agpgsiagvsacial roforn actlvities, He
became the ehiaf patron of a journal Arvemsthe Bodhini,
devoted mainly to critieising people working for social
reform and also to promote obseuvantism in sge&ety.

Veeresalingam was saverely eriticised for hisz denuneiation

BRSO A, By 106,
236. Satyavadini March, 1905, cited in K, ?bezeaalingam,

Bu00i8aers; Pars 11, op. eit., p. 202,
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of the Zamindar in the columns of Aryamatha Bodhini
the editor'owahich was a pronounced opponent of Veeresa

viingam both in matters of social reform and literature.231

To show what impression his writings in the
- jburnal created on his contemporaries the following
passage may be quoted: "I get very nervous whenever I
read some of the articles of your paper when you attack
big men, I fearviﬁ any one of the occasions you will
get into trouble. You have many enémies ;.;. I do
‘not advise you tq get4into a row with Magistrate and
“criminal judges...."232

Thus Veeresalingam set the tone for healthy tradi-
tions in Telugu joﬁrnalism. Several of his contem-
poraries started journals which drew the attention of
the Government on sevéral issues like the extreme
poverty of the people, the burden of heavy taxation, -
wasteful expenditure on the army and civil administra-
tion, corruption among officials;.neglect of the educa~

tion of the masses and of medical facilities,,growing

4

,231. See Ja Purushottam, Kasibhatta Brapmayya Sastr '
Jeevitha Charitramu (Kakinada, 1936;. K. Brahmayya
. Sastry started Aryamata Bodhini in 1905, He was
one of the arch opponents of Veeresalingam who
severely criticised his activities in the eolumns

of his journal,

232, An extract from the letter written by Pyda Rama-
krishnaiah, a great patron of widow marriages, to
Veeresalingam, dated 1.10,1881, See K. Veeresa- .
lingam, Sweex ssssq Part I, op. cit., P 212,




*1445

erime and lawlessness, the excisé policy through which
drinking of liquor was encouraged and the 1ike.233

Commenting upon the growing poverty of India, in 1887,
the Andhraprakasika wrote: "while the nétives of the

country state that the Indian ryots are getting daily
poorer, the Anglo-Indian authorities affirm that the

ryots are in a far better condition than previously.

The impoverished Indian ryots borrow money at a very high
rate of interest as there is not much chance of their ever
being able to repay iti..,.The English Government have
neither eonstracted irrigation works, nor have they
properly repaired those constructed during the Mohammadan
and Hindu administratiens, so that these are gradually
falling into decay. Moreever, Government officials visit
annually every village on the pretext of jamabandy, but

in reality live on thé suppliea proviéed“by‘ryoﬁs.“234h

233. M. Venkatarangaiah ed, Free ruggle.
Prade (Andhras Vol. I, (1800-1915),
Zﬁyderabad, 1965) ps+T79.
234. Andhraprakasika, October 1887. Report on Native
o Newspapers. As early as 1881, Vivekavardhani had
an article on "Poverty of India", It refuted the
contention that poverty was due to increase in
population and pointed out that the prinecipal cause
of it was the defective administration of the country,
the annual remittance to Bangland of a sum of twenty
- erores, and the decay of indigenous industries due
to the importation of machine made goods from abroad,
These ideas c¢learly reflect the thinking of the early
nationalists. See for example Report by Native News
gggergg 1881, .
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Some of the news'ﬁapérs publisﬁed'during this period'
. . . ~N .
were Andhraprakasika; Desabhimani, Krishnapatrika,

Sasilekha, Survodayaprakasika, Rasikollasini, Savithri
and Zenana,AQ/ | B

As 2 member of the municipal Councll of Rajahmundry
town, Veeresalingam endeavouree to set righé its mal-
adminlstration. Not only through the wrltings in
Vivekavardhanl but tnrough the. 1iterary fo”m of satlre,
he exposed the graded rates of bribes that were bexng
- cpllecte& right frqm thg Ghai:man at thé top down to
thealgvel of peons. Influéntia} citizens of the town

‘wé:e illegally occupyiqg_thé émpéy Spacesfaround their

" housés and no action was taken against them, The con-
tractors were‘eating away the funds in the hospital and
conseduently proper diet\was'denied to the_patiénts.zBs
He wrote, "Among the municipal councillors, corruption
became rambant and éeﬁgiof them having no other liveli-
hééd,WGre'entirely depéndgnt upon taking bribes, ‘The
1rateé'of payment of bribes were fixed right froi the top
to the level of alpedn. The street lamps were so fixed
by the council that all councillors had them arranged

| fin frbnt of their houses. Kerosene which should have

gone into these street lamps, was used. by the councillors

'235. See for a detailed picture of the administration of
, Rajahmundry municipality, K. Veeresalingam,

Sweeyaesssy Part I, op. cit., p. 390,
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ih th@ir houses. Cohtractors were having a free

hand in eatlnw away the fund% meant for road repalrs.
Favourites of the eouncillors and other leading lights
of the town were freelv and fearlessly encroacling

uoon the pu%llc spaces, constructing houses and |
pials®, 36 Veereﬁalingam took speeial care to

rectify these defects, and in a2 particular case_he :
héd,to demolish a pial built by a citizen encroaching
into the étreet 231 He opposed the system of Govern-
ment officers becoming Chairmen of municipality. He
guestioned the claims of Hamnett (Sub-Collector at
Rajabmundry) for the Chairmanship on the valid grounds
that his hands were full with official work and as such
he conld not shoulder both the responsibilities satig-'w
factorily and also the members would not criticige ﬁﬁe
Munic p2l admiristration freely in the presence of

government officials, Hence he vequested the Govern-
' 258 .

ment to appoint natives as Chairmen. vVivekavardhani

236, 1bid. T '

237. Toide, pe 397.°

238, z;zekaxardggpi, May, 1886, Report on Nat%ve News Pa gers,

1886, As far back as in 1u80 Viverav91dh&nl, for the
first time, suggesting m unic;pul reforms stated that
%, .s. the Commissioners should be elected by the people
and that able Watives be appointed as Presidents in pre-
ference to Collectors and other public servants,” Report
on Nztive Newg f&g“rs, 1880,  Also see Vivekawardhani
which stated thas: "In towns, with educated inhabltants,

the Comm1331oners uhouxa be elected by the people,”

Beport on the Nat; SwWs Eagers, 1882,
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eriticised +the Rajahmundry municipaiity an catering

to the needs of the rich and influential people. The
poor and common people had no chance of their grievances
being redressed, 257 | '

Public eginzon in favaur of the %emparance MOVE=
| ment wes arganlsaé ddﬁiﬁg thia perlad aaﬁ vgeresalingam
helé the view that it was the roa% cause for many ills.
4n saciaty and that organised a%apa should be taken by
811 those interested in public weifare to eradicate
that evil.zag The ecanemie metivas of the Government
_in not intrcduelng necesaary measures to prohibit ligquor
.were clearlzf maeratwd by the enllghtened Indians
_which _;f::urzd expression in the contemporary press. Drin-
king‘was iﬂéreaaing due ﬁé Governments' policies éné it
‘was "disgraceful to a eivilized government to encourage
drunkenness which leadé to all evils, Let the Govern-
ment not bother about the 1na6ma, but consider the welw
fare of the pemple."241 - The same coneern was eXx-
gr&aaed by other Journals too, 4 earreaganﬁent Qf the
Andhraprakesika "condemned that the sale of ligquor
should be made a source of revenue and requested the
Go?eﬁn&entyto take grager measures against its spréad‘"242
239, {ivekavardbeni, August, 1893, HEport on lative News
240. %%Egﬁgée;ggzﬁgam, SYeEYas s Part II, op. ait., P422
241, Yivekavardhani, April;.1887. Repo Hative Ney
Rapere, 1887, . |

242.AL,;fﬁg~v,ﬁs,La. Decenmber, 1891. Ibvid., 1892,




Mandaramianjari accused "the British Government of
encouréging this vice in order to increase the revenue"243
Raghupati Veﬁkafaratnam Naidu, the contemporary Brahmo
leader and Qofworker of Veeresalingam, was vefy keen

and ‘uncompromi:sing in his oppcsitioa to drink., He

was president of the Metropolitan Temperance and Eurity
Association, Madras. ‘

Resolutions were regularly passed on the problems
of temperance and Kalapani {crossing of the seas) in all
the distriet social conferences which became a regular

feature after the origin of the Indian National Congress
in 1885.‘244 Young Andhra gentlemen were seen‘erossing
the Kalapani for foreign studies and soon after they
returned home, the enlightened section of the commuﬁity,
made of lawyers, students and officials were coming to
their support against the threat of social cexcommuni-
cation, In Rajahmundry attempits were madé to ex~
communicate Tanguturi Prakasam who returned from

England after securing the Bar-at-lLaw Degrece, Veeresa=-
lingam met Prakésam and asked him not'to perform penance
under the threat of the pandits.245 ‘The advantages

of travel including:sea journeys were explained to the
people by the press. An Indian 1ady who visited England

remarked that "such voyages and Journeys may be made

243, Mandaram Tamanjari, January, 1882,

244, See for repcrt¢ of these Conferences, Chintamani,
January, 1898. Also see similar reports in the Hindu

: dated June 13, 1910. June 5, 1909, June 23rd, 1909, ete.

245, T. Prakasam, op. cit.,p. 100,




«149=

without fhe slightest infringement of the customsiahd
éaste»prejudices of this country énd she attributéd
the advanced knaﬁledge and experiéncg posseésed_b&
Buropeans to their practice of traveliing about tﬁe
~world from one eountry 0 another...‘”246 Viveka-
vardhani requestea the Government to prevent prxests
and the caste guilds iram dlscouraglng the journey
over seas ﬁhich woulé“bg beneficial both to the indi-

- viduals concerned and to their eoantrya247 ;

'During‘the eéntroveréy over widow aarriages;'
Vééfesalingaﬁ was often deprived of a meeting place
from where he could deliver his 1ectures on the issue.248

It was then, for the first time, that Veerésalingém-
tﬁought‘of providing a town hall to Réjahmandry where
such public gatherings'cculd be held., He made efforts
in 1880 and again in 1887 to build the hall with public
help. But they did not hEar.fruit, In 1889 he_méde

up his mind to go ahead with the construction of %he
hall without asking for aonafions'frOQ the publie;' in
a letter written in 1889 Veereéalingam stated, "there
are.ne chances of our Town Hall ever coming into éxis-
tence by means of public subscriptions and that I have

therefore made up my mind tovhave‘the hall built at my

246, _gghzahhagsé__a_a_vani, January, 1874. Report on
Bative Newg Papers, 1874.

247, Yivekavardhani, Aprxl 1883, Ibid.

248, . Venkatasubbarao, op. cit., p. 28,
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. own expense (iﬂdependently of public subscriptions)s..
in the-site which I already purchased.s... I will hand over
the building for the use of the Rajahmundry public to

~a Committee of respectable %ownsmen,..,"z%g The con-
struction of the hall{was_éemplétea by 1890 and an amount
| c£77 thcﬁeand Tupees waé spent on it. In 1897, when

all debts incurred on its construction were repaid,
Veeresalingam prepared a trust deed and handed it over

to0 the trusfeeai A prcposal1came from some of his fole
lowers and co-workers that the hall should be kept
exclusively at the disposal of Prarthana Samaj but
Veeresalingam did not agree, His reasoning was fhat

- it should be useful to all shades of opinion and to

all religious sects without any discrimination.zsp He
mentianéavthe same in the trust deed and the only
restriction he 1aid down for its use was that it should
not be given to idolators, nautch parties, dinners
Wheré_liquor was served and for holding meetings to
excommunicate people working for social referm.ZS? He

algo laid down the condition that among the trustees
there should at least be one from Muslims, Christians,

Vysyas and Sudras each.252 The town hall in Rajahmundry

" was the first of its kind in Andhra the example of

249, Extract from the letter cited in K. Veeresalingam,
SWeeva..sss part 11, op. cit.,, pp 2-3.

250, Re. Venkatasivudu, op. c¢ite.y Dp.18, v

251, Chintamani, January, 1898. The full text of the

' trust deed is given here. '

252, 1bid, :
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which was emulated by public philanthropists from f .
other towns like Kakinada Machilipatnam and Guntur, 29>

Aéart from his voluminous writings in Telugu lite~
rature, especially G;Vprase, for which he was called
the 'maker of modern Telugu prose', Veeresalingam
wrote a.qﬁmber'of satires and farces in Telugu severely
exposing the evils in society., Writing about his power=
ful and biting satires, a contemporary remarked that
the influence of Jonathan swift was marked in them.

His satiies on the méladministration of Rajahmundry
municipality and corrupt officials became very popular
and quite often haava.@étérfent effect upon them. ¥rom
nis facile pen flowed a perennial stream of articles,
pamphlets, humourcus skits, plays and appeals directed
against.secial evils, superstitions and religious

jfanaticisma

‘The first Telugu novel was written by Veeresa-
lingam called 'Rajasekharacharitramu'., The inspira-
tion to write this novel came after reading Oliver
Goldsmith's 'Vicar of Wakefield'. This novel reflected
the habits and customs of a Telugu Hindu family and it
_became a model for the later Telugu writers who adopted

several technigues of Veeresalingam in their novels.z54

253, ¢, Lakshrinarasimham, op. cit., p. 141,

254, Ibid., 103, C. Lakshminarasimham acknowledged this
fact in connection with the writing of his prize
winning novel 'Ramachandra Vijayamu' which won the
prize in the competitions,
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It dealt with a typical middle class Telugu family
and home of the Godavari diétrigt’in‘thefigth Century,
Tge movel.éontained the déscrigtien of the early mar--"
riages, marrmage e penqen; nautch-parties, ghcst-doctors,
superstitions, festlva1$ for v1llgge Goddesses, astro«
logers sycophants, the hangers-on, & true picture of
the dying fe eudal society. 1% may ve considered as 'v
story of Andhra during the 18th and 19th cen-
Its impact on the native languages aﬁd
people could be gauged.frgm‘tée fact that»itvwas then
transléted into Tamil and Kaamaaa and had'sé>far‘ten‘

R 2
editions,. 56

It had the distinctlon of being trxnsla-
ted iato English under the ti%ie ‘Fnrtune's wheel' by
Rev, Hutchinson. The tfiﬂalauAOH Wwas first serialised

in the Madyras Chris tian Goliegu Magazine {in 1886) and
was pubiished ags a book in 1887 from London, The London
Times in its issue Jated Se?tember 39, 1887 reviewed

it as ﬁan.almoﬁt unigue GXaﬁple ¢f & Hindu novel, The
authcr, Pandih.K._Veeresaliggam is described by the
translator as an ardent reformer...'thelgictures of
Hindu‘damestic liiég of religious ideas, modes of worship
and supers{ifionsﬂ and the condition of women , with their
depial of all rights of choice in marriage, are so well

L 3 g
drawn and.illustrateé.;..”‘)7

255, X, Veéeresalingam, Rajasgkhara Charitramu, op. cit., p.27.
256. Ibid. See preface by Dr. A. Ramapati Rao.
257. Cited in K. Veeresalingam, Swegyas.... Part 1I,

op. cit., ps 162,
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In'a»lengthy review of,the_Telugu version, the
Hindu (Madras) commented: ".,.. His style is pleasant
and idibmatic, neither cumbrous and difficult nor |
flagging and tame,... VWe may well say that Rajasekhara~
charitfa marks 21 era in the annals of Telugulliterature»
It is the first Teluwgu novel that has yet appeéred,
and a8 ar attempt in a new direction, we must consider

it as &_s&ccéssle.‘“zsa

Veeresalingam.was a pioneer in realising the need.
for Telugu books on patural sciences whichcontributed
a gﬁeat deal tc. the progress of Buropean scciety. The
knowledge of natural sciences, he held, wag essential
to drive out supersiitions from people.259 ~He made a
translation of Huxley's physiology and wrote books on
scientific Astrology and.Zaalogy. Here was a pathfinder
whose work in this direction was not continued till after
half-a~century of his death. Commeniing upon his |
translation of Huxely's boox, a contemporary journal Hindu
Desabhimani wrote thus: ".... Irom the preface of the
- book we learn that the ?andi§ has taken great pains in
going through all the books relating to the subject
both English and Telugu, such as Anatomy, Susruta

Astanga Hrithaya and many others, some of which have

258, Ibid., D. 164
253, Ibidp, Ba 213.



154~

not as yet seen the light of publication.... he has
added an Appendix in'fhe terminus of the book giving
the English equivalents or those technicalities for
thé guidance of the reader, The book has 22 diagrams |

illuétrative ¢f the different parté of the body...a"zso

It was a fitting conclusicn to his ralf century
of deﬁicatea gervices and self-sacrifice in the cause
of his cauntrymen, winen he egtablished hlthakarini Samaj
- and made ovexr all his properties worth 41 thousands of
'rgpées to the sociéty in his deed of trust registered
on 2nd May, 1908, Except that what he would earn through
the rayalty of uis b@oké, hé gave away everything_to the

30¢iety¢261

The main alm of the Samaj was to establish
and maintain Widows' Homeg, Orphanages for destitute
children and running Schools for general education as
well as haadicrafte.262 It has been running a High
Scﬁael, a Widbws‘ Home, prayer hall, library and reading
room, garden home and retreat.,. The School has been the
only Theistic School in Andhra., As it was not a self
supporting institution and had been lacking in funds,
Raghupati Venkataratnam Naidu, the President of the Samaj

after the death of Veerenallngam, was managing funds

260, Hindu_ | i, April, 18689, Cited in Ibid., pe216s

261, Ibldn’ ppo 305-0 .

262, Ibid., p. 304, The Memorandum and trust deed of the
Hitakarini Samaj are included by Veeresalingam as
appendices of his autobiography.
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samehow helping it to get onﬁfairly wella Likewise,
b
he was also lcoklng after the! ﬂLﬁQW'S Home securing

money in some form or cther.z % As thgxrecurring

expenses were more than what thé S&majﬁwas getting
through the d@pogius of tha proycrty glmen by Veeresa=
llngam, an aypeal was’ addregaed to the publlc for funds.,
Veeresalingam visited Secunderabad and vwas a guest %9<2
'Gov1ndaragulu Naidu and his w;fe, the well known

goetess Sarojini Devi, whose inter~caste and lnteré

state marriage he performed in Madras in the year 1898.264
'fErom there he visited Bombay and got liberai help from

K. Natarajan, G.N. Chandavarkar and Kasinathuni Nagesh-
wara Rao (the founder of fAndhrapatrika' the first
Tel&gu‘aaily) who were all his colleagues in social
reform working in other parts of the country. He was

the guest of Pandit Karve at Foona and observed the work-
1ng o,lWidQWa' Home managed by him‘zss This tour for

ralglﬁg funds ended with a visit to Bellary, and on the

whole he collected S thousand rupees through these visits,

363, L. “uryanara)ana, OPs cit., PDs 49«50,
264, Padmini %an Gupta, Saroiini Naidu. (Bombay, 1966)
Pe 33, interesting account of the wedding which
took place in Madras, appeared in an Indian newse
paper. %".... Rac Bahadur Pandit Veeresalingam Pantulu
Garu officiated as the Minister for the sacred .
occasion.®™ In the footno%tes (p.34) it is mentioned
that "Pandit Veeresalingam Pantulu was a leading
- reformer of South India “somewhet in the category
of Eeshub Chandra Sen of Bengal.®
265. K. Veeresalingam, SweeY2.ss,, Part I, op. cit.,
P 404,
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CHAPTER IV

ESTIMATE

Veeresalingam has been acclaimed as the-perscn who
ushered in moderpism in Andhra during the éecon& half of
.thé 19th century when the darkneésgs of ignorance aﬁd evil
grip of superstition were preventing the growth of reason
and knowledge. Though not very eriginal iy his i@eas
compared to the great masters of zreform in Bengal'ané
Maharashira, he perhaps showed more courage and cénvic~.
tion thean most of them;5 This can be illustrated ﬁy
two things he did, namely, giving up his sacreé tﬁread,
and defying the excommunication orders of Sankaracharya
and refusing to perform 'penance’, Veeresélingamés
greatness lay in the fact that he single handedly
did great many things at thé same time like combating
corruption, reprehending impurity, dispelling ignorance,
attacking._ superstition, the upliftment of women, and
starting many new trends in Telugu literature. The work
of this noble career marked'a pew era in the public '
life of the land. He was great for putting indto practice
what he considered just and good while a number of his
contemporaries had no moral courage to do so. In his
efforts to lay the foundation for many'medern movements
ir social reform as well as 1iterature; and being the
initiatoi of the progress of the Telugus at the turn of

this century he wag, no douht, helped by the factors like
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contaet with the western knowledge (through education
and the flow of ideas) and the work of Christizn mis-
sionaries which was primaxily the espread of ﬁheir gospel,
Yet, by dencuncing the ontdated and meaninrless customs
and superstitions, they made people think of the other
gide of the cain; At this crucial juncturs when the
0ld social order was showing cracks, Veerecalingam
introduced the facﬁlty of reasen to hit at it., He
inapired yaqngmen and studenis around him with loyalty
to duty and individual responsibility. The sterling
‘qualities ¥hat ,went in to his maling as observed in
the course of his work, were iron will, sacrifice and
dedication %o the causes he undertook. A number of
public spirlted men were infiuvenced by him and became

prominent men of dndhra contribuiing %o itz sociel,

cpoelitical znd intellectual aﬁv&aaameﬂtﬁ1

%hé-eitizens of Berhampore (& prominent centrelbf
gocial vefowvm <then) paid him glowing txabutes when
he visited the place in 1907 to perform a widow marriage.
They welcomed him, “the piloneer of social reform movement

in ﬁ@uthefn indi2. ... the apostle of Hindu widow re-marriage

movement in this Presidency.... Tou have heen to us, what

1. A Tew nenes, in Ihis eaﬂwex», m@y be givan¢ Ty Prakasam,
Kenda Venketappalish, Darisi Chenchaiash, Rayasam
Venkatasivudu, Valliuri Suryanarayana, Chilakamarthi
Lokshminaragiohsem wentioned in their auiobiographies
how they were influenced by Veeresalingam in their
lives,



the late Pandit Iswara chapdra Vidyasagar.was to Bengal
or Madhva Das to Eombay;.;. Your tremendous saerifides,
your fearless preaghing and exposure of the faliaéies
of your adversaries and your daring practical effcrts;
are now matters 0f history..., We know you as a hgter\
of sham and a fearless oppouent of social tyranny;

your tregchant pen was a terror to corrupt officials and
\éfil administration.... In thousands of Hindu homes, \
youi wérks ar¢ ncw_dai1y read, especially by ladies,
and it must cheer your heart tc learn that your w@rké

serve 1o dispel ignorance,"."g

A noteworthy incident of the recognitibn of his
wo?k was a token financial help of 50 pounds {about
Rs.66d/f) given by an Bnglish iadyiniss Manning in
her will from Londoq,B She was in Madras earlier
and visited the Widew's Home run by Veeresalinganm,
She was one of those who along with Miss Carpenter
nucged Raja Ram Mohan Roy during v his illaness in
London.¢ ' -

Hig reform activitigs had such an impact that

the well known modern Tamil poet Subrahmaya Bharathi
(1882-1921) in his incomplete novel *Chandrika' intro-

2. Cited in K, Veeresalingem, SweEytesess LAt L1, OPsCLTe,
" pps 385«86 ’

3. Ibid., p. 287.

4, Ibid., p. 288,
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duced the characters ofﬁVeeresalingam and his wife Rajya-

lakshmamma in itas

We are not sure whether Bharathi and
:Veeresalingam k¥new each other, Peihaps Bharathi might
have known Veeresalingam through thévﬁress reports on
reformlactivities as Bharati was a sub-editor for some time
in Swadeshimitran edited and published from Madras, by

G. Subrahmanya Iyer, a great reformer and a contemporary
of Veeresalingam who got his widow daughter remarried,®
Commenting upon 'Chandrika' Prema Nén&akumar, the biogra=-
pher of Bharathi, stated that by the inclusion of Veeresa-
lingem and his wife Rajyalakshmi as characters in his
novel, Bharaﬁhi did hoi merely pay z fictionalised tri-
bute to Veereéalingam as 'Father of Modern Andhra Rew
naissaﬁce’; shé stated further that the silent heroism of

Veeresalingam's wife Geserved a separate book, 7

Dr., C.R. Reddy has said that the lives of Veeresa-
lingam and his wife were a splendid chapter in the

8 Rajjalakshmamma's silent

- history of Indian liberalism.
and sympathetic assistance to Veeresalingam in his activi-
ties can hardly be exaggerated, The day when she died

the whole town of Rajahmundry mourned her death, and felt

5. Chandrika Katha, translated into Telugu by Gopalae
" Krishna~Raghavan (Nellore, 1971)
6. S.A, Govindarajan, "G, Subr
pp. 51~ )2
7. Swarajiya, November 2, 1968.
8. See Dr. C. R. Reddy's article, op. cit,

er {New Delhi, 1969),
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that Veeresalingam was orphaned.9 }Publishing,the

obituary news the Hindu stated thus: “For over 30

years, she toiled hard in the dause of social re=~
~ form along with her husband bravely facing ex-

communication and social peisecutioﬁ. Her life had

been an unbroken record of self;sacrifice and her
" labours contribute largely to the success of the

Widow remarrlage movement," n10

wfth all his great qualities, Veereséiingam pos4

sessed certain personal traits which were often acting
‘a8 obstécl;s to the progress of the movements he iniw
tiated. He became more irritable and short témpered

as he had to lead a solitary 1ife fighting against the
'Opponenfs when his friends and followers in the movement
deserted him for fear of conséquences like excommuni-
cation, He was individua;istic by nature and was un-
compromising in his convictions. He had an invincible’
will and tenacity of purpose, All these qualities markedA
him out from others of'leéser abilities who found it

':ather difficult and irksome to work in association

11

with him, A contemporary news report stated thus:

"The work of Veeresalingam Pantulu has been mainly
his own.... Mr, Veeresalingam has an oppressive per-

sonality, his genius, his strength of will, his peculiar

9, K, Veeresalingam, SweeVl...s, PACt L1l, Op. cit., p.413.
10. The Hindu, August 12, 1910,
11. R Venkatasivudu, op, cit., p. 28,
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humour and ﬁtubbcrnneas,;his uneomprcmising attitude seee
have always been in the way of his weaker followers,
They pfefer_to admire and adoie him,ffom a disténce
rather understand and Sympaﬁhise with him from near.
This is certainly due to utter lack of definitiveness
and smoothneés in his methods of work sses His troubles
and persecutions made him to entertain a general dis-
trusﬁ:in the capacity and thé sincerity of his friends
and followers, He used to interfere with the work he
entrusted to others (the management of any of the
importént branches of the work) of which he is the head.
He was highly a religious man; but he always lacked A
sweeﬁneés and smoothing balm of love., Mr. Pantulu

nas all that is needed for the work of a pioneer; hé

has the'pickaxe-cf biting satire; daring courage and
steadiness of aim. But he lacks the power of building,

uniting'and éementing the materials before him".12

12. The Hinduw, April, 17, 1911,
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

. The turn of the century (from the 19th century
to the ZOth) saw the growing sweep of thernationalist
movement which naturally tugned men's minds away from
matters like social reform to political matters, After
1§10 (the year of his wife's death), Veeresalingam
. settled down to a more or less sedentary life at Rajah-

mundry till his death in 1919,

Veeresalingam emerged at a crucial period in the
history of India invgeneral and of Andhra in parti cular,
It was nearly two decades after 1857 that he became
prominent ‘in thevfield of social reform, It was the
period auriﬁg which millions of Indians were starving
and suffering - due %o the'exPloitatioﬁ of colonial rule,
The drain of Indian wealth by the British, to serve as
an investment to earn more profits through the newly |
acquired production methods during the Industrial Revolu-
, tion,.was dr&ing up the springs of capital in India,

The class of merchants and the intelligentsia, who would
haée'SPearhgaded the Indian Renaissance, was made to |
clingbcn as a slavish appendage to the British colonial
power‘in'India.. The British bourgeoisie which led in
the overthrow of feudal State and patronised the pro-

- gressive religious revolts against the>0atholic,church



made a éompromise with Inéian feudalism, After extenguishé
ing the last flicker of feudal protest (the Revolt of
1857) the British became: supreme in the sub-continent,
Duento the slow rise'aﬁalindifférence of Indian middle
class, the impendiﬁg Indian renaissance was bound to be
an.incompleté.procass. For the forces of feudal obsScue
rantism still preéented the growth of the Spirit'of &N~
guiry into the foundaﬁions of ancient thought. The
historic¢c role of bourgeoisie, in destroying the tradi-
tional ideological basis of the Catholic church and

0ld aristocracy in Bngland and Frénce during the Revolu=-
tions there, was not played in India. Consequently the
orthodox Hindu society with its attending evils, caste
syétem, immobiiity of labour and unchangeability of
custom remained unaltered. The Indian Village community
which stood like a rock admist the rising billows of

sea water, began to wake up, but finding no proper
difectionrand lead, became a prey to both the feudal
nobles and bourgeois profiteers.. No doubt the heroic
efforts of our social refbrmeré énd the laws of the
Government had_altered'the position slightly, provid=-
ing new hopes. Nevértheless,'the basic problems like
the emanicipation of oppﬁessed sections of Indian

society still remain unresolved. .

In this broad context of Indian conditions, we have
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to look at the wqu'of Veeresalingam, He belonged to

the rising middle class among educated professionals,
Though a teacher by profession not endowed with much

of ancestral wealth, he had enough earnings through

the sale of his books %0 carry on the reform and pube

lic activitiess. He was the first Telugu poet who

could maintain‘himsélf through the royélty of his
writings and donate 41 thousand rupees to establish

the Hitakarini Sémag, He received financial help for

nis reform activities mainly from Pyda Ramakrishnaiah
{who denatea 30 thousand rupees for the cause of widow
marriages), a Vysya Zamindar from Kakinada, vho turned
into a presperous merchant., The others who helped
Veeresalingam were the professional classes among edu~-
cated men like lawyers, teachers and government officials,
The other enlightened section which extended its erucial
support was the student community., During the later half
of the 19%h century, when educational opportunities

were limited, it could be assumed that studeants came
perhaps {rom upper strata of éociety, economically and
even otherwise., The Buropean officers and to some extent
missionarieé too extended their support to Veeresalingam.
Instances were given in his autobiography of the Superine
tendent of Police being personally present to make

security arrangements during widow marriages and of some

local missionaries taking part in such marriage processions.

1

1. K, Veerssalingam, Sveeyassess Part I, op. cit.,, p. 192,
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The main elements that agposedeeeresalingém
were the orthodox sections among Bﬁahmins and other
castes and their religicaé leader Sankaracharya, and
a few cothers, who,fhoﬁgh they belonged to the educa~
ted proféssicnal class, were still clinging on to the
feudal ideas. |

»

Thus it is eleaﬁ that, by and large, the rising
bourgeoisie gave its support to Veeresalingam's -
activities gnd'thevlast bastions of declining feudalism
opposed him, Hence it was a middle class movement
attempting to reform the society at fringe level and
not-botheiing to go into the root of the social malady.
This is borne out by the fact that Veeresalingam, |
claimed as the champion in the cause of women, never
put up the demand for‘a share in property for women.
Being middle class ihfits nature, its scope also was
limited., Hence the extent %o which it could spread
had to bé necessgrily restricted. Nevertheless,
Veeresalingém's‘work was a pioneering work and it was
mostly preéparatory, He was the harbinger of a new
epoch in the history of Andhra,., With his advocacy of
reason and.scientific method and his relentless struge-
gle against dogma and superstition, he showed his
fellowmen the path of free thihking ané independent
~action, thus changing the intellectual tendencies of

~the younger generation.
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The impact of his activities on society was visible

: éven during his life time, He inspired many youngmeén with
his refermingvzeal-ahﬁ méﬁe them take tozxefcrming acti~
vity in several paris af.ﬁndhra; His misaionary zeal |
to cleanse the public life in its several facets bore
fruit, Soéial zefona associations, Journals aﬁﬁ confe=
renges Were organised. From 1890*@, it became the order of
‘the Jay thati a aéﬁi&lchnfeﬁenee was,éttacheﬁ to the politi-
cal conference at the éistrie% lével. Resolutiong urging
the eradication of social evile were passed year after
vear. A ciimate‘cenﬁucive %o reform was created. This
new irend could be perceived from the procecelings of one
suck conferencee~the Krishna ~ Guntur Social Conference--
reported in the Hindu as followss "Jocial reform move=
‘nent took deep roots in CGirears and succeedad much in
'Erishna and Guntur districts., Unnava Lakshninarayana

had been a szoond Yeeresaliungam to Guniur, Under his leader-
ghip a ¢gad'numbar of widow marviages were celebrated. |
In Tenali ZGakkula caste women were lesading lives in
prostitution. The comsunity ¥ook 2 vow under the influence
of some educated pesople that they will marry thelr femalés
mud gince have acted up %o their own vow, 1n Guntur, a
fepale association,.., 38 doing splendid worlr, organie

sing social gatherings and meetings and maintain-

ing s©chools and alse organised a ladies confe-

rence for the Andhra country,. In Masulipatan

(Erishna district) widow remarriages were performed
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and a National College was started, second of its
kind in the whole of India,s.. Resolution on widow
marriége;was proposed by a Pandit named Vemuri
Sivaswaﬁy Sastry;..; Decided to start é widows' Home
at Guntur for Krishna and Guntur, Mr, Suryadevara
Subbanaidu, a wealthy ryot, subscribed Rs, 700/-

for the National College, Masula, and promised to
maintain two widaws inlthe Hémeg.,,.lt is signifi;
cant ﬁhat'ﬁhe resolution on magriage after pﬁberty’
which was unanimcusly_passed wés proposed by Peédenti
Narasimhacharyulu gary, Sanskrit Pandit..., Resolu=-
tions én female education, foreign tra#el, social
purity, were passed, Kanyasulka and Varasulka*

were emphatically condemned. The President felt glad
that people have realised the need for social reform
in the building up of thé nation and for Pandits

moving r'es‘olutions_"2

A contempérary‘tribute paid to Veeresalingam
stated, "the strenuous labours‘of Mr. Veeresalingam
Pantulu infthe cause of éocial reform and the liberal
ideas and high ideals of lifé vhich he preached in his -
various writings and whicﬂ were exemplified in his
remarkable life roused the Telugus from their lethargy
and heiped to create in them a love for public life

ané a degréé‘éf public Spirit.,r."3

* Kanyasulka is the price to Be paid %0 secure a bride
(bride price), and Varasulka is the opposite of Kanyasulka,

2. The Hindu, June 7, 1910. . ‘ -

3. Ibid., January 23, 1913,
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If this was the appreciation egpréssed by his con=-
temporaries, gimilar views were expressed in 1948 dur-
ing’the centenary gelebyatinns of Veeresalingam;‘ The
refflux of time did not in any-way diminish the estimate
of Veeresalingam in the eyes of the Telugus, Perhaps
a more balancéd and objective view of Veeresalingam
and his times is bYeing takén ﬁew since we are viewing
him from a distance. On this occasion Dr. Sarvepslli
' Radhakrishnen stated that Veeresalingam was one of the
early pioneers in South India who demanded and fought
for reform and was misunderstood and persecnted.4
C« Rajagopalachari said that South India is proud of
Veerésalingam but‘for’whom the Andhras could not be

- what they are now.?

4. The Swatantra, April 17, 1948,
5« Ibid. ‘
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Purushotham, J., Kasi
Biography (Kaklnada, 1936)

Rao, K.V., Q&_L.Bgewa_iulaﬁzlééil (Hyderabad 1963)

Satyanarayanamurthy, N.,, Suseela (Novel depicting
~contemporary social life of Veeresalingam's times,
Vijayawada, 1967)

Subbarayudu, G.V., Atmuri Ls
(Date and Place are not m.ntioned

Subrahmanyam Bharathi, Chandrika Katha {incomplete
novel written in Tamil Translated into Telugu by
Gopala~Krishna-Raghavan., The hero of this incomplete
novel is Veeresalingam Pantulu. Nellore, 1971)
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Suryanarayana, K., Brahmarshi Raghupati Venkata-
ZTatnam's biographical higstory (Cocanada, 1951)

Suryanarayana Rao, V., Suryanarayaneeyamu (An auto-
biography of a contemporary of Veeresalingam.

Kovvur, 193%6)

Talugu i"anav'arvasvamu Vels, III & Ve,
{(Madras, 195%

_2 Qggugaga gougeneir (Hyderabad, 1962)

Autoblograph of R. Venkataratnam Naidu, Raaah-
mundry, 1941) . .

Venkatappaiah, K., Sweeyacharitra (Hyderabad, 1966)

‘VenkataSivudus Re, Yeeresalinga Samsmriti

(Guntur,’1931‘
Yeeresalingem Souveneir, (Hyderabad, n,d)

Virabrahma Kavi, Sriram, Histor £ tha
Zamindary (Plbhapur, 19385

D.

Venkata Rangaian, O., agdaru Nellurl g ppavaru
(Nellore, 1933)

Journalgs, Newspapers and Articles

Contemporary Jouznal
alugu & Bi 12l

Ghintamani Rajahmundry), 1892-93 and 1898.

;nguaagasamskarin (Bilingual Journal, Madras)
1888*89 and 1893—95.

gggushar hapradayini (Machili Bandar), 1876.
Satyasamvardhani (Bilingual journal, Rajahmundry),

'1892-94, 1897-99 and 1900.

Savithri (Kakinada), 1904.

The Telugu Zenana (Rajahmundry), 1899-1900 and
1 904"050

Elvekavardgag (Bllingual journal Rajahmundry),

' 1875 and 1879,

1
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- Journals

English -

Swaraiya (Madras); 1968,

.§Watantra (Madras), 1948.

Newgpapers |

Bngligh

The Hindu (Madras), 1903 and 1910-13,

Eﬁgmw_ﬂ _
Reddy, CsR., Veeresalimvam, (Swatantra, April 17,,
1948

' Rudrayya Choudary, G., Some Andhra Zamindars and
the political and social movements in Andhra
(Journal of the Anghra Historical Research society,
Vol., XXIX, 1964)

npugllsged,ﬁogggragh

Reddy, M.P.R.} The & 'mrian stem of Andhra
nder t E it Inai 1760 - 1820),

Doctoral Thesisg (Ee;ugu).

Venkata Subba Rao, T., Telugu Vecragatha Charitramu
{Sri Venkateswara Univer@ity, 1968
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