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IATROUUCTIONS THE FRAREWORK OF STUDY



The very title ftself indicotes thet it is s
topic of Quﬁh interest in academic o8 well a8 in
paii%&aél,ﬁireiﬁﬁ. The aree of study chosen f.6,
Srikskulasn Pistrict, attracts the gttention of those
who are awere of the Indien history in general and
capzunist movenent An particuler, Srikekulam dise
trict politics (especislly politics from 1967«72)
hod & due place in Indian history, This provided »

base for the revelutionsry movement as a whole in
I Mi By

(1) The concept of class as defined by
Harx angd laster follovwers of Harx as

applied to Srikokulem district,.

(2} Is there any chenged system of caste
in the district or is the old systen
of casgto still preveiling in the
district at that point of time?



(3) Is there any political loyalty on
the basis of coste or moncy power
or ig there gny alliance between
the castes whose identical interests
caused to -respond to norpael protedure
of modern institutions like democracy,
elections in tho district?

HETHO DOLOGY

For this study I heavily depended on secondary
sources ilke books, Journals, srticles in pericdicals,
newspapers ete, Ry prinery sources are election comni-
ssion reports, census reports, party decuments etc,

1 have followed empiricel method te ascertain focts
about Srikakulam novenent with o set of formulstions.
Formulations are the level of class consciousness of
the tribals, C{euses for the failure of the Srikakulswm
movamént. 7o know the level of elass consciousness of
the tribals, 1 formulated two questions: (1) Why aid

you Join Girijan Sangam? (2) Yhat weré the reasons for
the succenss of the Girijan Sengem? To know the couses

- for the failure of the movement, I formuleted one ques-
tion, "Whot 45 in your opinion the ressons for the foile

ure ¢f the movegsent®, The answers were glnost synonye
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mous., To collect this aaﬁa~ané&maha1. Peddskharje,
fieelakantapuran, Pedﬂagettig, ﬁapgagazﬁxﬂi, Cumta
Lekshnipuram, Lekksguda, Uharme Lakshﬁiguram villages
wore sclected, Among the &éﬂ participants who ere
surviving, I sclected 40 on the raendom ssmpling method,
I stayed in the erea for one month snd interviewed the
samples on the ebéva zot of guestions., Two surviving

top leamders of the movement were also iat&rviﬁwed. o

Before we go to our area of study I would like
to deal elaborately on the existing literature,

Castes

The word Cesto originated from the Portugucsce
word Costa zignifying dbreed, race or kind {(casta

derived from the Letin word Ycestua' meaning *pure’),

Befinition of Caste:

Ketkar defines the Caste as "a social group
having two characteristicss (1) Hembersalp is con
fined to those who are menbers and includes sll

peraana 8o born, (2) The pesbers are forbidden by en



"inexoigble social law %o marry outside %pe Eroup.

Lach one of this hes & special name by which it is
called. Several of much smell sggregates are

grouped together under a comzon neme while these
large groups are but sub~divisions of groups still
larger which have independent names., Thus we aee

that there ore scveral stopes of groups and that

the word ‘caste' is epplied to groups at sny stage,
The words 'caste' and *fsubwcaste' 12 not absolute

but ceaporative 1nsignixlﬁatioa. The Inrgab group
will be called a Ceste while the smaller group will
be celled sub-caste, A group is a cosie or subecastes
in acmpariaaa‘with spaller or larger, UYhen we talk

of & Maratha Bumohain and Kengaa Brahmin, the first one
would be'calleﬁ a caste, the latter would be called g
&uhncaat&.'.ﬁut in @ general way botn e: then might

be called castes,..these diviocions and sub-divisions
are introduced on different p&ineipleq. In this way
two hundred pillion Hindus are so much divided ond sube
divided that there are castes who cannot marry outside
fifteen tamllies.“1 |

1e Retkar, S.Vey A Chort iHistory of Caste,
- Rawat Publication , » Pelle
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Rislﬁy defines caste a8 & "collection of I&&ilzas.
groups of families bearing a comzon name, alai&ing 8
. common descent from a mythical encestor, humen or
divine, profcszing to follow the same hereditory
calling; ant regerded by those who are competent to
~give an opinion as forming 2 single homogeneous
ccnmunlty“.g

Me.N, Srinives, famoup sociologist and expert on
caste, defines Jati os follows: ”.a;a hereditory, ondoe
gomous, ususlly localiscd group having & traditionsl
associntion with an occupation and a particular posie
tion in the local hierarchy of castes, Relations det-
ween castes are governcd, omong other things by the
concept of pallutiéa‘and purity and generally maximum

commenasality occurs within the asate“,s

Cne of the famous scholars in Indology, P.V. Kene,
characterises the features of Jati ss ®(1) hareditéry
i.0. in theory e mon 15 assipgnoed to g particular capte

by birth in that cestej (2) Endogany and exogaay}

2. Risley, HeHey Castes and Tribes (Calcutta,
1891).

S Srinivas, M.H., Caste in Hodern 'ndia and Othe
- Essays, Asis Publlishing ﬁause J
Fojc




06

(3) Restrictions as to foodg (4) Cccupationg {3) Gra=
duation of Castesy (6) The caste council with powers
to regulnte the conduct of iis menber to impose
gen&ltiea of the finos or ex-comrunication for
lapsea“.é
Most of the British edoinistrators, ethnographers
who stédzed.'aaate' identificd 1ts role as the funce
tional onc perveding the entire Indlan political syoten,
Large number cﬁltham subscribed to the functionalist
echool of Dritish social anthrepology. They studied
functional aspect of the caste paly., M. Srinivga
falls under this category. ?h&i# mein focus of study
is caste, nmarriege, femily ond village comaunity,
Befing functionalists they look st caste as one that

cen influence everything in present political sysiem,

The cultural Anthropolegists concentrate mainly
on the aynbolic expressions oignifiied in the various
rituale performed by various cagten, Here they do not
attach any Laportence to the enauamzc.aoncﬁpt of status
as distinct from both religlous (following “dharcae®

b4y Ranets definition of Caste, cited in an Articles
"Dialectica ai‘Caﬁte smd CZaaa Politica“ by

5
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definition and the sociel, political cetegory of status,
An entirely different kind of study based on the “texts!
of various religiocus schools is sbmetimes brought withe
in the scope of cultural anthropology which in fact

furthoyr sconfuses the iasues,

Thne sociologicel = functionsl interpretstion of
the Hindu social aysten llke the above mentioned theoe
rics alee fail because they do not take into account
the rather simple foet that 70% of the population is
engoged &n sgriculture vhich rules out funciional
explanation of hierarchy, The textual codification
took ploce over a long periocd of history incorporating
all the reletivély new socliel changes ond hﬁncq%nﬁtaing

ing necesgarily intrinsic contredictiors,

Study of symboliso will hove to end up as an
exercise in the abstract if it is not adecunicly ine
formed of socinl peychology. As Richard Lanmoy so
apily points out Vit i8 more fruitful te view the
phenonena of caste ap distinetive variant of the

universal tendency to hetrarchication®,”

S Loanoy Richard, »
University Fross
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Thus, Dumont's oversimplifieca contraot between
Homo Acqualis snd Homo Helrarchus cannot explain the
basic buman complexities, In fect, Lannoy trics to
tahe‘tna help of Colsler term the Greek *Holos' to
dicpose of the clichee Ywhole' and *pert', The ides
is to bo sble teo doscribe the orgenismic termg by
ovolding the inappropriate Lurkheimian of spcred and
profane, In Lonnoy's own words ®one problem nlways
bedevillod onslysis of tho caste systéaa finding on
adeguote tarmxnnlegy:with whichk to tronslate & multie~
dimenscional structure into vorbal linear aequaaca“.é
Hence is preforeonce for Holon (from tho Greek 'holost)
to preserve the unitary neture of Indian hierarchy
end avoiding the linear eboslutisstion, So the socinl
*Holon®' helpe uys to see the logic of the Caste hierare
chy rather than considering it ap sn snanoly. All
these concepis, hierarchy, status end pollution should

be simultaneously employed in puch an analysis,

Louis Dusont wko is representing the indological
school of thought treats coste systes as based on the
fundamental socinl arin&ipia of hierarchy. Héinarahy
is bosed on birth, Hicerarchy is based on tho principle
of purity ond pollution, The pure is superior to the

b, Ib.’.é.' D.E&.
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impure, honce 5naglé be kept separate. Thus arises
the principle of endogomy. According to him caste
endogony 48 en exprossion of the principle of sepaw
ration, marrisge, copmensulity snd contoct with meme
bers outslde groups sre forbidden, wilh various é&gr@eé
of striciness in thet order, This ayatém is further
compliceted by the &erritar&ai‘faet@r'even when the
caste and ﬁubaéa&tﬁ are the sanmo, The different
territorial group is the basic feature of the operation
systen, Thus, cestes operate in terms qf‘puriiy.aaé

impur&ty.7

This wodel mainly reflects cultural syctoms and

totclly meglects the economic end politicol dimensions
of the Indlan esciety,

‘How we have seen the verious definitiens of caste
and varicus experts and thelr thinking of exactly what
the caste i8s h

1e ?haaa'whb meade an indepth ﬁ%ﬁé? of the
. ¢oste pystem, atiempted only at the
iﬁaﬁﬁianal;and'anteggal espects of 1t
undermining the ﬂiaﬁﬂ é&ﬁf@r&ﬁt&&tiaa
existing {n India, |

' &%mont Louic., Homo ﬁi@rareheu ¢ Paladin
(ﬁamh 1970) .
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2. Those who went into the clacs nspect
of the Indiaen society did not take the

caste factor into considerntion,

3, Those who have put ia some effort like
Andre Betille to study coste, class
and pelitics have confined their stue
dies to the cocial stratification cute
lined by Hox Weber,

By teking 21l these gapz into consiceration,
there ic g need for the study of caste, and poliw
tics e a separate sphere of study, In pursusnce
of this grgusent, I have chosen to study the caste-

¢lass intersction 4in politics,
\

There are three schools of thought on caste
in modern Indias (1) The first group led by Sri H.H,
Srinives thinks that Coste renains as it is and as |
it wos with scme ninor changee in eppearance, It is
being strengthened inctead of weskening after the
arrival of modern political institutions like demo-
cracy etc, He developed a “dominant caste® model
in which ne thinks "the centres of power increasingly
being capturcd by the dominsnt costes iike Ajger
{Abirs, Jats, Cujars and Rajputs) in the Hindi belt,



Landoops im Vest Bengal, Patidars and Rejputs in Cujaw
rat, Merathes in tighasrashtrs, Koamnes ond Heddis in
Andhra, Okkelingaysts end Lingaysis in Mysore,
Vellales, Goundarc, Padaiyachic end Kallars in

Tamil Nedu and Npyansrs, Syrisn Christiens and Izhavas
in Rerale™,® némiﬁant Caste. not only exercises Propons
derant influence economicolly and politically but clso
nunericslly strongegt in the villoge and local eres,

This epproach suffors from scverc limitetions,
Some studies disproved how the prenmise of caste es the
lipit of interaction heo not been validated by the stue
diec on tocie) change conducied by sene observers belonging
to the other pointa-oi opinion, The h@mﬁganity of esch
caste especiolly that of comingnt cnste haus been largely
underoined by the new sccio-cconomic political forces
of modern Indla, The percentage of power holders and
povwerwgegkers sccount for the “daninant caste® accords
ing to H.N, Srinivas, Landownership becomes sn impore
tant factor to the dominant @aéta shereas only few peo=

ple got lands smong the sere caste,

'8,  Srinivas, H.N., Soclal Chsnge in Modern India,
Indlan editior, 972, pp.10if, =
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{2} Andre Beteilie,g fogehﬁra 5ingh,1° and Anil Bhat11
belong to the second group of thought whe ergue thot

the new criterie of status have crept in and theroby
differentiation developed in esgh caste group,.
Hodernisation, economic development transformed the
structure of each éaﬁta and that there ig an cnergence
of class like structure of each caste within the Caute,
So power can no mere be ideéﬂxzieﬁ.with caste, Indivie
dual con achicve any position without his caste Stetus,
Individusls can change his status frrespective of

cantes,

The definition of class refors to socioeccononic
status of an individusl ap cutlined by Max-leber. The
chief drawbsck of this iz that it undermines Marxien

cloos analysis.

{3) The third group of people sre led by Rajini Kothard .2

Theirs is structural, funciional approsch, Hajni Kothori

. felt caste a6 one of the structures in the Indian poli-

tical s&atgm, Politicos otrive to orgenisc through tnis

structure, He deveoloped ontrenched or dominant castes

9,  Androc Betcille, Caste ongd Class = 0ld ond lNew
( Bonbay, 1969}, ’ T
1C.  Singh, Yogendro., "Cante arnd Class: lome Aspecis
of Continuity snd Change®, » ) ¥ )
172, 1968,

11,  Bhatt, Anil., Leoote, Clacs snd Politics, Menchar
Book Service (New Deinf, 3le

Orient Longnmen Ltd., (New bLelhl, 197
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concept in which ascendent castes compete for powor,
The *entrenched caste' pay belong Lo one caste or
5ub~casta-wheraaa thes Yascendont caste' may include
sore than one cosie or sub-casten, In the process folw
tionalism develops among toth cntrenched centes and
sscendent castes, It may lesd to cooptation fronm
other castes fiaalif leading to polarisaticon of

costes, 1In thic way politicisation leading to seculaw
risation of politics ané geis integroted inte the

syptemn,

Ioportant sonstituent of any societly or indivie
dunl clacs concept bao been thoroughly neglected in
this anslysis,

Cluss:

The concept of élaaa is concerned with the socisl
difierentiastion of groups. Iin ancient times, social
differentiation wae one not of class but of status or
rank, Hemberghip 4in g stratun eﬁ'aaﬁi@%y was bound up
with;privilﬁgﬁs in the reolm of public and privete law,
Lifferentiation ﬁccgréing to statup wéa fixeds @ mon s
born into o certelin siratum end bhis membership in 4t was
deterained by law and custom and a change wap practically

out of question.
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The writcrs on the question of what 15 essentisl
to the concept of cocinl classes fall broadly into iwo
cateogories: (1) who lsy less stress upon the general
stondard of living holding thet in modern socisties,
the elements around which & class io bnilt up are gene=
rally seme within a particular stendord of living,.

Other abjﬁctxvé factors have been selected o woll,

Thus Max Weber builde the concept of clats upon (8) the
possession of economic meens, {b) external stendard of
living, (¢) cultural and recreationsl standards,

{2) Zome aﬁalyaed‘all socioties hoving nainly two
élasaea. HMarx wao the first man to follow the method,
Clesses developed out of social relations of production -
pode of production being the basic conceptual framework
of Marxian closs analysis, Forces of ﬁra&uctina‘aad
relations of production ar@ the two mein distinctions
pode here, For Marx were the b&ﬁiﬁsaéaial.greups by
means of vhose conilict, aaéi&%y developed in accordence
with chenges in its acannmicvatruggleﬂ; ‘Thus he pgives
clearly in the nenifesto of the Communist Party "society
85 a whole is core and more splitting ub inte two grest
hostile comps, into two greﬁt @Xaaaﬁévalreetly facing
cach other - Bourgeoisie ond ?rpleigéiat“;ﬁﬁ

- 13, Harz, K., Engels, F,, Manifesto of the Communigt

Farty, Progress Publishers LHoSCOW, 19775 Peble
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David Molellan soys: "Marx attempted class (/
at the end of volume III of Capital (Capital, Moscow,
111, 832 £) that there arc three classes in capitalist
and 1anﬁ owyners. Yot he lsmedintely qualifics this by
saying thet in Englend, where cag&téliét soclety is
ot 1ts most developcd, the stratéfication of classecs
dooon't appear in iis pure form, Middle ond intermes
diate strata even here obliternte lines of demarcotion
cvorywherc, (elthough incomparably less in rursl
discticts than in cities)., Hovover, the development
of copitalist society wec ropidly simpiiiyzng the cituation
by producing two aml only two classes: bourgeoisie and
proletorict, Not only were the midéle end intormeéiate
claoses being sgueczed out, the landowners too would
undorge tho same process, . All the war?era would essenw
tiolly become wage labourers and the?eemgetxtzon among
capitalists would increcse the wealth ar some and force
the rest down into the prqiataviat.

Horx then asks ithe second qﬁeatién= Yhnt pokes the
three great soclel classens His anﬁwﬁr is "At first
glance the identity of revenues ané aaurzes of revenues,
There are thres grest social B?Q%ﬁﬂ wﬁeﬁa nnmbara, the
individunls forming then like wages, ﬁrciit and ground

rent respectively on the reolations ct their labour power,
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thelr capital and their landed property. He then puts

the objection that this criterion would meke for

exapple, doctors and civil servéaﬁa into seporate classes;
end the sane would be true of thelir grauﬁs inside three
classes nenticned sbove, Tho objection 13 unonswered as

the manifesto breeks off here,

In manifesto the bourgceoicie are defined eas the
ownore of neons of productlion and employors of wage
labourery the proletariat those who own no means of
production end live by selling their wage labour,

Thus the criterion for bLelonging to class is onc's own

p@&&t&on‘in the pravailing moue of graduetion.”1b

Lan&a‘gived the definition oo follows: "Clagsses
are largely groups of people different from each other
by the place thoy occupy in & hintorically deternined
syoten of social production by their rolation (in most
caoes fixed and formulated in law) to the pociel orgo~
nisation of labour and conseguantly by the dimensions
of the sharc of pocial wealth,..ond the mode of acquie
ring itv, 2 | |

a4,

15 L@nin, Velay Callect@g‘haggs, Vole.29,

p.h.
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Morx in his srticles on conseguences of British
rule in Indis, developed a concopt on Indisn civilizaw
tion and of Asfon civilization in genersl, It 4o not
only different from that of surope but eleo clearly
inferior, He held the view thet a2 certain sumber of
non=furcpean countries woere characterised by an ec0e
nonic and soeisl ayatema'qnalxtaﬁively different from
those which had prevailed durdmg all phases which had
the developwment of Lurcpean phases, This fslls under
the assiatic mode of proﬁnctioa. in Marx's view, 1%
was having two traits: (1) an economy resting én the
foundation of nultifude of tiny village comnunitics
iéelateﬁ fro:. one anotber, enpgaged in smallscsle agrie
cultural handicrafts; (2) at the tep of the pyramid,

& despotic state which eppropriated » part of the sur-
plus produced by the village ceﬁmunitxcavand which
undertook public works, espocially for irrigation ete,,
indispensable to the funciloning of Béeh an eeon0m¥.16
He did not directly mention about the ¢aste system,

His description of Asiatic mode of production as
stagnont having no private property wasééhe indicator as

Jajmani econooy being run on verns thaér&. Ao hig view

16. E@q&lﬁﬁ& Aicq 3!&1}1"{3&, :.;;ﬂa' Harx &m!arﬁ A&ia‘
&llen lanc, The Penguin Press GO0 5
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was thet thore will be a chonge im the mede ¢f produce
tion, he meant that the caste systen would ﬁisappaar

with the change in the mode of production,

Some listortans like R.P. Dutt,’? D.D. Kosaobi,'®
A.R, Dessi, followed Marxion nodol ard interpreted
indian history on the frapework of historicel sateriow
lion and concluded that sociael development 45 bedng
gulded by changes &n the node of production and hence
caote in incregningly getting integroted with sociol
classes,

There sre no proper studies in India on caste
and ¢loss wvhich are befng used in both Marxist arnd none
nerxist sense, Caste amd Clads zre looked upon as mu-
tually'oppnaitg entities, There woere two o tudies on
¢ceste, cluss ongé politics, Onc was by Andre Betelille
who made o micro-study in Tamil Nedu village called
Sripuram, He tried to prove the %eberzan\caﬁcapi of
flexibility of chonging classea.19 He uped gqualitative

L

7. Dutt, R.P., Indin Today, Manicha {Bombay, 1947).
18, Hosambi, D.L,,

of Indian HASLGEy. PEpuIsr Prakoess (T
?§§%§"‘“"'“““““”z

19,
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ta#hﬂ&qaés. Anil Bhat tried to prove differentiation
as having teken ploce in every castc after the introe-
duction of modern democratic imstitutions. Both the
studies attemgted at proving power politics as social
stratification in Woberian concept of class,.

¥ith the prnmulgaiian of the Constitution on 26th
January, 1950, the caste system lost its quasi legal
basis, FEquality of all citizens before law came into
eliicg,

The principal changes in the society as a whole
since the ostablishment of British rulec and leter of
Indien rule cen be sumzerised as follows: Security of
private property snd the consequent alterstion in the

position of the propertiesd classeosg increase in tﬁé
population and reversal of the rotio of manual labour

to cuitiveted lands from one of ladour scarcity to one
of lond scareity; the introduction of a comprebensive
iond rovenue gystemj development of sarket economys ,
agceieration in productivity to feed the growing popuw
lation and create & viable national economy] increase

in the circulation money in the rurel areasj improvenent

of transportation snd ¢ommunicationg gradual development
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ol subsictance faraling by cash crepsi the advancement
of teehnology} increased power for the money lender

at the expense of the pcasont devolopnent of modern
professions rﬁligioualy‘neutral in choractery with
consequent scope for increased pocisl pobllity acce-
lerated urban developnment with o masé,exadus fron rurol
areass terriiariel unification ond seclial mobllity, ard

Zinally introduction of universal sdult franchise,

These gradual icprovements hove had a greater
cunulative effect on the structure of the csstethan
the various legislative reforss specinlly designed to
abolish social inequality, Desplite these changes
caste distinctions still exist though they are of greator
structural importonce in the rurel then in the urbdon
arcas. Caste continues to determine the function, the
stotus the Job cpportunity as well as the social hondi-
caps of o very large majority of the population, Caste
differentietions elso influence the modes of domestic
and seclial life and types of houses and cultural patterns
of peasantry, Adpinistrative functions asrc often divided
according to castos,

The changes in the ccononic sphere disgrupted the
heirarehy and status, 1In the politicsl sphere caste

continucs to hold its sway on the system, Once, second
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president of the Indinn Republic, Dr. Z. Redhshrishnan,
remarked: "though caste i& teday censing to hmAa social
. evil, it hes dbecome political evili 1t hes becowe an
asdpinistrative evil, Fe ere utilising the coste loyale
ties for the purpose of winning cur election or petting
into jobs, exercising some kind of fovouritism or nepo-

tien¥,

In recent days the tern casteisn or cnste i used
to describe any furm of political loyalty on the basis of
caste, the use of caste influence, nepotisn, pressure or
britery to further the ends of a caste body, It may be
considered as an innovalion within the caste systen » @
forz of pressurs groups, ususlly srising from sn asllliance

betwveen cactes whose interest happen to coincide,

There ie one plousible argument which attributes
a possitive role to caste in that It susteins porlioe
entary democracy, According to this line of rensoning
pluralism being the essence of the system of porlismene
tary denptracy, it can be maintained and sirengthened
vwith the conpetitive taste slilances, Caste being
intrinsicelly vericd would never allow one group of
vested interest to continue to hold political power,
Thus the very plurality of ceste {5 turncd into the
basis of pluralietic polity.
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By the same line of reasosaing one can draw a
very diff.ront conclusion, Caste systen is beinp
reinforeed by‘parliamentaryvdemecraey ag the latter
cannot do without a yapuiar mandate which is drawn
Irom the loyaliles based on appenl to aaﬁia 8fi1l1igw
" tions, The exioting vested interests f£ind on exproe

ssion in the.aaw forn of parliesmentary democracy,

Thue, we are faced witsn o paradoxy Caste contrie
butiag to plurgliem and at the same time hindering the
secularisation of politics. In other words, it contri-

butes to the weshkening of parlismentsry demnosragy,

The structurél change tock place from heirerchical
systen of interdependence with a high degree of reste
lessness and a&biguity cf status to s system of massive,
impenetrable self-sufficient csote blocks virtuslly
identical &in their internsl chargciér snd in campétition

with one another for pover,

In this district during the pericd under gtudy
there hes been a laorgescale social snd politicel upheavnl
ubich atleast accerding to the lcadership wagp avowedly
ﬁarxisﬁ. Here we have an opportunity to study the intere
felation of Marxism, Harxist political practice of the
lecadership and the participants of the movement who had
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no knowledge of Marxicm or the contepts apeclally used
by the leadersinip in the course of the movement iteeld,
Thua the Mprxist notion of class consciousness an under=
stood end applied by the leadership ond the nass of

the participents come under the facus of study, That
the Harxiste hod to (and atill bkave %o) iﬁtegrate the
concepts of class, caste, tribe and othnicity.

Previously there were three studics on the district
by Shanta ﬁinha, TeVe Retnom snd K.C. 3&:1.29

Shanta Sinha attempted to study the nature of
lesolst movement, She presented a logical snzlysic of the
two forus of Mgoism as were thon present in Andhra., In
this attempt she underscored the various similarities
and differences between T, Negi Reddy snd Charu Kazusdor
and alse the course of Srikakuleom sovenmeat spelling out
the socic~cconomic conditions of the tribels there, So
her maln focus wes on Mpolst theory per se hence could not

desl the cless concept,

20, Shante Sinha., “Hgolgts in &n P
unpublished Ph b, the , arisl Nebru
University, Hew ﬁel&i, 1976

Venkaeta Rotnam, T., “Lesdership, Faction and Hige

of Radicaiisp | n,%rika niem vistrict 4"‘ A S tud

f} ﬁﬂt’ﬁﬂr I" 1% Cﬂ o m’ ﬂph phed M.Pnil,.

cissertation, Jawsharlal Nehru UinaraLty, How Dgl;i,
978.

'new Lf?’im' 19&09
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T.V, Ratnan's atudy depls with the district polie
ties over two decades with Congress es ite prinme abaact.‘
The nature and base of the Congress aleng with the orgae-
nisational aspects were examined. Ehe finally exploins
thé emargcﬁc@ of vorioun factidnsvané groups in the
Congress party on the boois of ceste loyalties, noney
gﬁa@r‘atﬁ. Thuﬁ;tha study iﬂnntixiéd caste an the major
factor deterﬁin&ng thé district politics under the lea-
derahip of Congress party for over two decades, In her
study she oven finds the influcence of faste factor even
iﬁ the Naxslite politicse. "It 45 unfortunate to mote
that evén the ra&icais‘aguld not escape Iram the evil
of caste®™ {p.167). But thin contention of hers £3 not
substentiated by ony enpiricel obacrvetions éhﬂreby
reducing it $o & myth, Her anoiher contention thet
| come Congreas leaders in the district patronised ernd
protected the nexslites sleng coste iines also suffers
from lock of empirical evidence, Thus her study essen-
tislly seeks to study the Congress politics in the
dlotrict, Hence we can not expect her to focus on the

clasns snolysis,

£+.Cs Suri, holds the view that political violence
is Justificd when it is for the ‘change of soclety, for,
the bettar._ Heaving odopted ﬁéﬁxian’ihmﬁryretation of
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political violence nothing original for him to intere
pret. Hence he prepented descriptive soclio~econonic
condiiions of tribals thot proppted to take to violence,
His fopliecit sporeciation for the prEm$QGB m¢vement

¥ae an outcome of o political view rather than ansliytical
'viau. But his study fails to grasp the fundanental
issuecs thot ere in common to all the irlbal revoltis,

In all thesc revolts wo find eoliusidn of two mutuelly
apposed cultures sk the major isasues involved viz,,
Tridbal culture viz,, cmodernity - Indic belng no axceﬁa
tion, Thus except for the commpgnist lcadership, all

the tridsl movements have much inm comzen, His few
oboervations are only of teactical rother than theorew
tical criticisos soenm & o historic perspegtive, Given
tke neture of the study be can not include ¢lass concept
in 1%,

The discertation is btroadly divided into VI Chape
ters, Chepltor I deels et length with the various cone
copts used in the disvertation, smé provides o gonerel
theoretical frasowork of the diszertation, 7The cone
cepts 1ike caste, élaes, its origin, evolution and
opiniens ef various schoolds of thought were represented

-
and an atteapt is oade to give an objective account,
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Chapter Il desls with the profile of the district
after its bifurcetion - some parts of it foraing e
part of newly foramed district fle, Vizianageram,
Letails about the populetion wp-toedata (1981 census
provicional), resources, auiﬁural features of the |
diostrict 4n general ond that of triba%a in par&iéular
have been given, 7ho tribal culture is separate by
itsoelf, hence 1t i5 nttempted to depict their culture
-in‘the best way possible, A good part of the efforts
were directed tc the ctudy on this aspect.

Chapter 111 discusses the electoral politics of
the district during 1967=7Z., Two general evlections
(Farliementary end Assesbly) tock place under the
period of study. An attempt has been made to exanine
whether Caste, money, individual chaerisma, group loyéle
ties ore helping the candidates or not, Daged on these

assunptions, conclusions have been drawn,

| Chapter IV relates to the foctors that led to
the birth of revolutionery movement, the prevalent dise
content amongot the tribals also to how the movement

was started, the stages it underwent,
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Chapﬂer V, dissecis the Srikakulem revolutionary
movenent ot large and focusses stiention on the couses
{ theoretical as well as practical) for the collapse of

~ the movement.

On the basis of an indepth study intoe these
aspects, conclucions have been drawn in Chapter VI
of tae dissertation,

I don*t clnin that it i2 an eﬁtraerﬁznary or
outstaniing work, but I have tried nmy level best to
do Justice to it with all my limitoticons and shorte

comings,
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CHAPTER o II

DISTRICT

Srikskulam district is in the Korthern-most part
of Andhra Pradesh itote bounded on the North by Orissa
State and on the Yest and Souty by vizienagaran diatrict
and on the Kost by the Bsy of bengnl, Topogrephicelly
the distiriet can be divided Snto twe distinct regions
thet 48 hilly and the plein cosstal reglonm, The hilly
region consists of parts of Palekonde, Pethaeputnan,
Tekkall, Sompeta and Kothuru Telukas (Parvothipuranm
agency which is totslly nill arce hes boen made & part
of Vizisgenoram ﬁ&atrﬁc& in the recent bifureation).
The talukes Ichepurem, Nerasonnapeta, Srikekulom end
portions of Tekkall and Sompeta Tslukas are on the
Coast, They are mostly sondy and account of its
close proxicity to the Sea., Uddanam {es it is celled)
in Sompeta area has been covered with thick Caahaw‘and'
gc@enut\garﬁans presently it was under Mandasas Semithi
srca, Boddapadu was the heart of the revolution, The
leaders 1like €, Teleswars Reso, Penchadi Krishnamurtihy
came and cettled in this area, The Cagshew ernd Coconut

gardens provided as shelters to the revolutionaries,
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The district has a total ores of 5,863.3 sqg. kna,,

1 which sceounts for the 2,115 of

the State territory. Totel population of the distriot

as per 1981 Census

according to 1981 Census is 19,43,749, According to
1971 Gensu32 it wos 17,067,938, Total nupber of osale
population ie 8,069,572 eccording to 1971 Census populae~
tion end 9,59,047 according tc 1981 Census, Humber of
femgles are 9,00,366 sccording to 1981 Census (provie
sional). Hural population according to 1571 Census

is 16,06,522, Flgure regarding 1987 hes not been pube
lished, Brbsa_papulaﬁion is 1,63,616 according to 1971,
1981 (provisional) Census ¢id not centain thie., The
rate of literacy is aa%&méﬁeﬁ to be 18.99% in 1971 and
24,67% in the 1981 census, The number of literates
sxong males ar&.&@,ﬁ&? gccording to 1971 census, 3,32,449
according to 1981 census, The nupber of literates among
females according to 1971 census was 91,537 and 1,47,168
eccording to 1981 {(provisional) census, So total number
. of literates boih males and femsles put together is
3.39,608 according to 1981 cersus (provisional) 4,795,617,

1. Census of India, 1981 (provisional), Srikakulam
Listrict of Andhro Pradesh, This was supplied
by the Office of the Assistant Director of
Ctotistics, Srikakulem District,

2a ?:ngu§ of Indie, 1971, Srikekulam District
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For the pirpose of odnministretion, the district
is Qivided into three rovenue divisions mmely Srikekulam,
Tenkall, ond Polakonda., It was sgein divided into 14
Talukes, namely, Srikaskulanm, Amudalevalasa, Ponduru,
33@85%&31&&, Palskonda, Rajam, Kothuru, Pathupatnan,
Narsseanapeta, HKotabommall, Tekkald, Polass, Sompeta
and Ichepuram, Ve will now see the population of the
distriat taluks wise, This 48 as follows:



srea in 2 of Censusn Pcpuiatian

Literates

SC8 as

Sle Hame of the 5T8 as per
No. Taluk Sqekm., villages a8 por *8% as por per 1971 1971

as per {as per Census 1581 Cone Census Census

1971 1971 {Pro- s5u8 {FProe

Census  Ceneus) visional) visional)
01, Srikakulsn 293,7 060 1,804,657 67,883 08,442 00,113
02. Anmudalavalasa  3%1.5 166 1,25,418 34,985 13,241 00,078
03. Ponduru 409,6 105 105,045 31,626 12,611 00, 480
C4, Hhanasthelan 376.9 099 1,12,565 15,663 11,772 00, 332
05. Palakonda 786.2 255 1,8%,068 42,372 19,550 284 105
C6. Hogan 45,5 149 090,232 38,744 19,155 . 02,380
'07. Eothuru 504,41 130 095, 325 21,771 16,798 19,340
C8, Fothapatnan 695, 1 361 1 g?ﬁp 379 39, ?38 1%.&8& Zﬁskéﬁ
09, MNarasannapeta = 88,5 084 1,001,531 28,261 05,548 00,136
10. Kotnboomalu 3614 102 1,13,023 25,764 07,276 00,767
1. Tokkali 357 .6 126 14 32,487 33,111 10,646 02,692
12, Palasa 366,7 181 1,09,238 32,656 07265 03,677
13, CEompots 569, 1 182 171,721 43,164 08,979 00,906
1%, lchspuram 225.3 049 1,141,060 24,480 02,829 01,722
TOTAL 5,845.,3 2,049 19,083,769  4,79,617 105%,636 93,892
3. Cencus of India, 1981, n.1, P.29.
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GIOGRAPHICAL FEATURES™

A.  Seoil, Ciimate ond Hoinfell:

"~ The soil of Srikekulen district is nosotly sondy
clay losms, which constitute 433 of the total villages
of the district. The red loans constitute 303 and
black soil conctitute 20%, | | |

Tho climate in the district is pgenerclly node-
yate, The mininun, ssxinusn temperature ranges from
17°C to 34°C,

The district geta the benefit of both South vest
sonscon ang North-East Fonsoon, The normal roinfoll
of the district is 1,086 mnm. |

The chief rivers in the district are lagavall,
Vameadhora, MNahendra Teneys and Babuda, The river
Vemosadhora rises in the castorn ghats of Orissa and
enters Srikekulenm district in Pathapetnam taluk ond
travels botween narasann&pe%a.had Srikakulean and enters

the Bay of Bergal ot Kalinagepatnem, Al present 1¢

4, Renesh, H., Amdhre Pradesh District Cezetters,
Srikokulaw (Hyderabed: Anéhra Pradesh, 1979j.
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irrigoten large extent ci'ﬁaraaanaapet taluks, The
river liegavall rises in the Lastern Ghats of Orisse,
enters Palokonda eluka of this districl after f{low-
ing through Parvethipuran taluk of Viziensgaram dige
trict and finelily zazis into the Bay of Bengol st

- Kallepallli, The Nsgavell provides irrigetion for a
major portion Qf‘?ﬁlaaamdé %aiuk. Kiver Bahuda rising
in the Eastern Chat of the Orioss state and enters
the district, Sesansp of village of Ichapurso teluk,
Mahendro Tenaya, 8 tributary of Vemasadhora rises &n
the Eastorn Ghat and Llows thraough Sompets and Pathos

patnan teluks,

Human Resourcesy

The population of Urikakulem diatrict as per
1981 censup & 19&b‘1akha.5 accerding to the 1971 ¢one-
cus 1t was 17,70 lﬁkhﬁ;ﬁ The declaining growth rate
of populstiorn wae only 9.8} which is the lowest in
tho State,

The district has tho lowent Urban population at

¢~ against the Ctate aversge of 18.5%,

Se Censun, 1981, n.1.
6. Cennus, 1971, n.2.



The working population of the district is

7.53 lekhs which works out to 39% of the total popue

istion.

vators and 38,205 ogriculturasl labourers,

0f these workers, 37.3% constitute cultie

Host of

the cultivators ore small and marginel farmcrs,

Tiie following toble shows the ocCupsationel

patterns of workers in the district:

Qéauﬁﬁtiaﬁai Gatagar?

Hoe of

51. 5% of the
llo. workers total
engaped populae
tion
01,  Cultivators 2,871,554 37.50
02, Agricuiturel labourers 2487,675 38,20
03. Livesteck, forestry and
allicd activity 0, 30,640 04,07
Ch, Mining and Cuarrying 0,000,832 €0.01
05. Construction 0,035,061 GC.04
06, Trade and Comrerce  0,38,956 05,20
07. Trancpart snd Storsge 0,08,516 01,00
08, Othors 102,507 14,08
TOTAL 7053,651 100,00
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Apricultursl ﬁesaureesz?

The total net area shown im the diszirict 43 7.58
lakhy acres which conotitutes 52,.6% of the totnl ares
of the district. The groas cropped ares in 9,05 lakhs

Areh.

/

The district has s widely diversified cropping
pattern with Cereals, pulses ond commerclal crops.
The staple feod crop is paddy; Rogi, Jowar, Bajre ai&
other principidd food crops in the district, The prine
cipddé comzercial orope are mesta, groundnut, sugsrcene

and gingelly.

The following are the nornal areas uander eath

food and nonefood Cropos

-

51, Heme of the | Normel % of the

Loe Crop extent total gross
(in lakh cropped
acres) ares

Ze nagl 073 GB.00

B Jowar .16 01.70

4, Gingelley O. 16 01,70

Sa Bajra | 0. 16 01.70

6. Sugercane 013 01.40

Te Groundmut Q.79 08,10

B, Rests ) 0.73 08.00

7 This inforcation was cupplied by the Office
of tho Asalstant Director of Siutistice,
wrikokulam, Andhra Pradesh.



The following are the pvorage yield rates per

crop surveys congducted under different imporisnt food

and none=food ¢rops during Rharif,

ﬁv&ragé yield #ar

51. THeme of the Crop
No, . gcre in kg,
Khoriff Raby
010 Paﬁdy - 69’665 1;339
02. Regi 00,442 G, 560
03 Bajra 00, 365 —
Qgi Groundnut 00,298 6,589
05 Cingeley Qﬁ.ﬂé? 65959
¢8., Sugarcane 25,796 -
07. ‘teste 00,581 w—

Lamd utilisation

the yeor 1979-8Q,

g veorganisced Srikakulem District for

£1. Type of utilisation Area 5% to th
No. ' total
geoprapht
/ | =Cal ares
01. Geographicael area 14,443,879
G2, Forestls Q1,73.5§9 12.0
03. Barren ond Uncultivable land 01,62,544 11.3
C4, Land put to noneAgri. uses 01,57 ,441 109
5. Permanent pasture & other _
grazing laonds 00,006,289 00.4
06, Miscellaneous tree crops &
crops not included in net , _
greas sown 00,110,795 00.8
C7. Cultivedle waste 00,331,030 02.2
08, Other follow lands 00,274,557 01.9
09, Current fallowe Q@,?§é§§§3 €2§§9
10, Het area scwn 07,78, 597 53.9
11, Total Cropped arca 09, 38,945 -
12.  Ares sown more than once 01,60,348
8,  Ibid, | -



Irrigation:

Kagavali, Vopsadhara sre two mejor rivers in the
district., An extent of 84,000 acres is under cultiva-
tion by Haogavaell river water, The Vemsadhara project
15 under implementation and is providing zrrzgctzan
focilities to 60,00C acres at present, when it is
completod, an area of 1,48 lakh acres L& oxpected to
be irrigated, |

At present, the canals of Hagavalil and Vemsadhara,
rivera, tanks and velle sre the pain sources of irriga-

tion and the bresk up under eoch source is as followss

e Censls ve 174,000 acres
Ze Tanks e 2,33;199 acres
3 vells e 0o 06,600 acres
4, Other sources - ,. 0,408,430 acres

TOTAL oo 5,28,210 acres

The future agricultural development ¢f the district
depeada on the completion of Vamsadhara Project,

Foregstss:

The forest erea is only 11,000 hectares which is
less than 2% of the total gesgrephbical ares of the

diptrict presently, Previously, the forest area of
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the district was 1,550 sqg.kn., and was only 158 of the
total land erco., Valusble timber forests ere restric-
ted to Kurupam aﬁﬂ Secthazpet spencies, The important
najor forest products sre timber, banboo emd fircwood,
The minor forest graduet& are famariﬁd, Haduvaseed and
Adds leaf, Thit offers no scope for industrial caploi=-
totien,

pinerels:’

The district is not rich in bineral recources,
Monganese, ' urtz, CGrepbites, Konkar linestonc and

fireclay occur in the following plscesn,

tangancge: At present the Hgnganese deposits are very
scattered and occuring in the Ponduru and Rojean taluks,
The depesits are very thin end the resources are not
estinated, Sigaﬁaﬁ.?onﬁuru taluk end Beddam of Rajan
taluk are old working pleces in the district,

Gusrtz; Guartz occurcnces are seen in Krishnapurao,
Lanchoan and Arjunavalascas of Ponduru taluk snd Veerg
ghattan of Palakends taluk, Mostly Quartz cccurances

ere in tho shape of small crystals which extends down

S Prelioinary bosic report on cstablishment of
nucleus plant Ln Srikskulem district, District
Industrial Centre, Srikakulan (A.P.), 1981,
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to the surface,

Crophite: Graphite is ovailable in the district.

Kankar Limestoneé: The mlnersl is aveilsble in and
eround Rajen.

Eireclays Sufficient deposits of fireclay was found
at Phisine of hanasthalan taluk.

Livestock: The disirict hes a good liveslock potentiel
for developnent of animsl bucbandry and deirying actiw

vities, According to cenpus, the position is as

follows:

. 1, Cattle oo 4,16 lagh
2¢ Eufzaiaﬁﬁ *w 2:13 lakh
3¢ - Sneep e 2,72 lekh
hig Goat o 1:&‘?? lakh
B Poultry 'Y 7.42 lakh
TOTAL  we 18,20 lekh

Host of the Uldlteh eatiia belong to the none
descriptive Jow milk yielding vorietiep, Now under
verious ochemes token up by the rural development
sgency in cooperation with the Commercial Banks
finaaceé are extended for gradpé‘aﬁiwala which give

econonic returns,
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At present therc are only twe milk chilling
centres one at Irikakulea, the other at Secthompet
with & capacity of E,QQG 1itres each,

The capscity of Srikskulam plent L& now being
1§céeaseé to 2,500 1itres per day. The third milk
cooling centre 18 going to come gt Tekkell whose
copacity is going to be 5,000 litres,

Fisheries and Merine Sourcess The district has got

g coastal line of 193 kws,., forming eneutizth‘ef the
total 965 kme., in the Sea coset of Andhre Pradesh,
There are 104 Marine Fishermen villoges with o populs=
tion of 10 lakhs out of which 20,000 are active Iisher
men, In view ol the vast patcnﬁiaiitiea of the seca fish,
o fisheries harbour 18 being esiabliahed near Bhovanaoe
podu village which is 70 kas., offthe lorth East of

Srikekulam,

Salts Srikekulom district imiihe major 551§'produﬁing
district in the State, Lali producticn is mainly conw
centrated in ﬁa?paéu. Pendi aﬁé Ra)igapatnem gress in
s total area of 8,220 acres-a? which 3,500 acres were
leaged cut to H/s East Coast Sslt and Chemlaalé which

ic the joint venture Andhre Fradeth Industrisl Develep-
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ment Corporation, Totel production is 3 laskh millfen

tons,

;g@uétriaﬁx The 1nﬂ§$tr&al development in the district
has slways been at & very low ebb, OQOut of the 329
zedium and largescale industries in the Ltate, there
are oply three unite in the district, The district

is 1againg'béh1n£ even in the spalliscale sector,
There is not 2 single largescale industiry in the dip-
trict, There ore three mediumscele industry with an
investment of 155 lakhs providing employment to 1,470

pers@ﬁ&.’g

As on 30 Ceptember, 1981, there are 652 sumalle
scale industriol units in the district with on frvest=
ment of 7,26,65,500 providing jobe to ?.8#&.11 These

ore 8s followss

17 of Capital In- Cmploy=~
Ba&ta vestoent gggt

1. Agro Basecds

i. Rice nills 116 06.68'3% ‘5'520
11, Flour mills 032  06,80,000 0,068
i1i. rotery oil. o4 01,00,000 0,012

iv. 041 mills 037 01,08,410 1,218

10 1biduj Quf}.
M., ibid., p.8.



ii.

Iil.

Iv,

Ve

Forent Based:

i. faw milis Q‘i§
14, Furniture 035
ii1i. Coshew Karnels 0O37
iv., Spunters & ;

Veneerg 001
Textile Based;

ii. Screen printing 001
it o
iv. Thread bells 003
- Engineering:

i. -ﬁ:zig%gﬁa Stecl nnn

111, Steel furniture 015

iv. Cen. engineeringizs
Ve Bross & Bell
Metal . . o07
Fooé PBased:
i. Bekery and con
-fectionary 010
i1, Ice Candy's 014
ii;. Sureg coandy 0e1

iv, Aderented waters 001

v. Vernicellis 006

43, 00,000
03, 34,000

01,00,000

03,00,000
01,00,000

02,50,000
00,90,000

17,220,000

12,00,000

12,412,000

71, 33,000
00,835,300

01,00,060

05,465,000

00,60,000
00,20,000
08, 40,000

Oy 344
1,400

0,030

0,012
ﬂ" {}93

0,030
¢,018

0,064

’ 0,96&

0,096
0,616
0,042

C, 060

0,251
0,006
0,005
0,042

4z



Vi, Hineral Boned:

TOTA L

i. Stone crushing @02 03,220,000 100
11, Bricks 0410 01,113,000 182
111, Line 003 06,*5,@@0 015
iv. Cement products 010 05,00,0006 060
¥Il. Maerine Basods ‘
i. Salt 038 07,600,000 760
11, fea foods 001 15,000,000 030
Viil. Chemicalsas
i, ex candles 006 01,50,000 036
i1i. Sefety matches 003 01,80,000 060
414, Agerbathics 0o3 00, 75,000 060
iv. Polythin bags 002 03,00,000 010
e i dat 003  06,00,000 045
X.  Leather: 008  03,00,000 060
‘3I. Hiscellaneouss - 046 01,93,000 222
652  7,26466,500 7,846

Artisen srctivity:

Apart Irom the artisans engaged in traditienn)
cccupations like carpentry, blacksaithing, pottery,
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basketraking, footweer, brass and bell metal, a large

number of pcroons nunbering about 20,000 are engaged in



coir rope making, ¢f whom, e good msny ere psrt tine
workers in egriculture, '

Raaﬁa;12

The total length of resd in Srikekulam district
it about 3,138 kme., out of which 682 kms., 10 of Tor
and 894 kms,., netel, The Road end Building Repartment
{R&B, é:P. Govt,,) is mainsaining 1,426 kms., of rosds,
The Z4lla Perishad 610 kos,, snd tﬁe Panchayat Semithies
1,102 kmo,, the Madras C,T., Rosd {N,H.S5) pesses throngh
the district covering a distance of 160 kas,, ond
touchiég Ranasthalan, Srikakulan, Nasrosennapet, Tekksli,
Polasa, Soupete and Ichapurss taluk Headguarters, One
state highway conunecting Srikakulem with Parlak;m;d& in
Orissa passes through Patapatnem, A second state highwoy
connecting Srikekulsm with Reyagoda in Orisss state pastes
through Apudslavelasa and Palokonde tsluks. The Thaird
State highway passes through Amudalavalasa, ﬂ1ramande1am
and KRothuru connecting Battili with district heedquare
ters, Rojom and Ponduru are connected with district
headquarters by another stote highway,

12, Preliminary Basic Régort etCey, MYy Pede
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Ral war‘z13

The Madras~Calcutts broadgusge line passes
through the district covering 2 length of 140 koo.,
connecsing the following importent places in the
¢lstrict Ponduru, anudalavaissa, Neupadu, Palasa,
Ichepuram. 7The district headquarters Srikakulanm is
- not on the Rellway line, The ncorest staticn L2 Anudo~
lavslasa which iz at a distence of 13 kms., In fect
the Amudnlevolesa Reilvey staticn is named a8 Srikaw
kulam Kond, A great need was felt for connecting
the district hsadquartera.by Rall,

There 15 alse e narrow geuge of 37 kma., stations
from Naupada and passing through Tekkali end Pathapatnanm
- before entering inte Orissa.

gewgr:1“

The consupption of power for agriculture, industry
end domestic purposes is very low and occupied the lest
rank ameng o1l the districts in the etate. The district
receives its power from HMachekand Hydro cié&ﬁrﬁc plant
in Visakhopatnan distirict, 7he distribution is done

13 Ibid., Poﬁc
1‘44 Ibid.’ p.ﬁ.
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through the cubestation of 33/11 k.,v. at Srikahkulen,
tierasenapet, Tekkali, Palasa, Ichopuram, Sompets,
Ranasthalem, Kothuru, Palekonda snd Apjem. Further

a 132 k.v, sube=stetion 1s under construction at Tekkall
and L8 likely to te commissioned by the end of 1982,

Sut of 2,049 villages in the district 768 villae
ges are aléctritieé upte 30 Zeptenber, 1981, Thus the
percentage of the villoges elestrifiod works out to
only 37.5%, The feature electrification programme
onvisages electrification of 123 pumber of villeges
during the year and the yesr 1981-1982 and 177 villsges
during 198283, o

rﬁg%grzﬁg

In ons wey we can sey thot ih&ra is no water probe
lem for the Srikekulom district, Srikakulam town Lo
gotting its water supply from Hpgovali river which in
pascing through the town, The exisiing capaciiy of the
munzcipal water works is 50 lekn 1itres. There is pro-
posal to incresse its capacity to 60 lekh iitres por day.
The following are the ylaeas where there is protected
water supply in the district: (1} Harasannapeta,

15, ibid., p«6.
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(2) Asudzlpvelasa, (3) Polokonda, (&) Akkupaelli,

- {5) tavarskota. . Besides protected water supply schemes
are under icplementotion in arother 14 places which ere
likely to be completed within a year. Further nore,
it is_pr@paaad to ioplement the protected water schemes
in arother ﬁ&ven ploctes by the end of the sixth five
year plan., |

Gogmungaatiogszqé

The district nas now 525 post offices under gll

categories including three head post officesn and 179

subwpost cfiices, The Head post-cffices are one at

Erikskulanm, smudslevelssa end Tekkald.

There are 27 telograph offices ond 27 Telephone

Exchanges,

The primary schoels in the district nunders

2,252 with the total enrolment of 1,91,150; the upper
primary schools are 1246 with the total enrolment of

31,000, The secondary schoeols are 119 with the enrole-

6. Census, 1981, n.1,

1?, Ibid., 1:.2.
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ment of 39,352, Junior colleges arc 1% and’with the
total enrolment of 9,032, There are thrce degree
colleges in which the enrclment is 5,022, There ig

o professional Training Institute called Industrial
Treining Institute (ITI) with the earolment of 120,
There 45 a Post-Lraduate Centre for Post Graduste
Courses like iconomics ond Rural Development with the
effective strength of 120 students, HHunber of villages
having cducational facilities gre 1,695,

in the distirict as a whole, there are fifty one
allopathic hospitals., There ig one big Government
Hoepital in the Crikekulam town itself,

LD CULTURAL FEATURES OF THE CISTRICT

S0C1AL

- Srikakulem disntrict is logging bohind in all
aspects socinlly, cconomically and culturslly. 7The
people inhabiting this distriot mey be clossified into
two cétagnrins, nanely (1) people of the plains, and
(2) people of sponcy areas, The people of the agency
sreas culture ic altogethoer different from the people
living in the plains, They have remsined untouched by
oucside influences s they live in fsolation,.
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Casto:

Va?naéﬁa the vedic theory of social organisation
which ﬁiviéQﬁ.saciety inte four breopd categorics =
Brahnines, ﬁﬁﬂ?triyaa, Vyzvas and Sudrps, 6n the besis
of fuaciiaﬁa;%iﬁch&rﬁcd by esch category. Brabming
uged to perib&? religious or pricsily iunatiens,
kohatriyes mer% vorriors, vysyes were tredero and
the sudras weré the lebourers td gether with the 'oute
costost or 'uﬁtegchablaﬁ* sssociated with 8 variety
of penial Jobs, Thus there was & rigid dut broand catew
gorisation on the basis of the functions entsiled,
Eince pewerviﬁ subject to religicus suthority it can

be ssid to be ¢ religious and functionasl categorisation,

dati is determined by birth, hereditory, endogae
pous and assecisted vwith & deiinite occupation, while
the varnn theory divides society inte four herd and
fust caicgorics with Branming and Judrss st the highost
and loweot respoctively An the social bierarchy, it hoo
no definite place for various other groups withinp these
cat&goriea on the basis ¢f traditionsl oacupétion. Thus
the varns theoory attechbes litile or ne importance to the
existence of various other groups which constitute the
basis of scciol stratification in rural Indiae. Hence in

the present day contexl of understanding socisl strotifi-
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cation, itkgh‘éuti, which should be taken a8 an cquivae
lent to caét&. Hence our view is that Jati was there
01l slong @né varng theory got mixed up with_antiﬁ,
Jatia-&eré‘fhe regl groups before the varns theory

was applied to them,

In Srikskulam, there are vorious costes profogse
ing & particuiar occupntion and within eeth cacte there
are also various sects or ramificetions of eccupation,
In the pricstly. caste of Srshning, there are Riyogi
Brahnins who are muatiy the village officiolsy the
nrnviéa Brohnins, and Sriveisghns Brahoiss corrying out
ritupl dutles like solemnising marrisges etc, Among
the vyggyas, we have kalinga komotis and gaursva komatis
who are both peney lenders andg buainaa&mﬁn,but differ on
the basis of food hobits, Vhlle the former eat ment

eiC,y 4t iz forbidden in the case of lstter,

Ve have varlous castes with distinct traditional
culture and sotipl habits, who meinly own and cultivote
iasnd, There orc kintsla kalinga, borugsm kalinge,
thurupu kepu, koppulia vellam) polineni vellame, telaga.

imong the ariissns, we have varioup tostes with
distirct profossions, Among them wo have the Viswa
Drahnins, who are Goldsmiths, blockuxmitho ete,, Agnihuln
ﬁsh&tr&yaa who are fishermong Segldis vho ere toddy
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tappersi ch&kalﬁa who are watherpeng mesgslis who are
barbers; kwﬁaraa who are potters; and waddars whﬁ are
Oarthuﬁiégera, outcestesy we have nalas, sadigas and
neibes while ﬁaiaﬁ and lHadiges are sgricultural labourers

and madigas also cobblers, the Rellis are scavengers,

Being culturalily backward, coste system has been
: continuing in the district, Castes have their share in
the district with regerd ta'alectarax politice, Leaders
thrive on the basis of conte loyalties, People therce
view tnhe district politics as a competit&ah between
Kalinga and Kepu castes, in botween,Velomes being numew
rically considerable cozpeting with both the above ppid

castes,

Untouchability is still being practised in the
district, osrikakulen town is no exception to this,
Interdining, prohibition among various castes has been

strictly observed in nost ¢f the sresas even toﬁay.’a

The category of bsckward cestes work upto S0
of the total population, Most of the castes depend on
the sgriculture for their livelibood,

Familys

The pofrierchial family system is being followed

ip the district, Joint family system which wae comson

18, zntarﬁatioh héséa on interviow,
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gt one tipe 18 slowly and gradually disappesring,
Monogany ioc the general pettern among sll the major
castes, but the proveiling socisl climete io sgainst
it L all castes, Widow re-merrioges are not gene.
relly favoured among 8ll cestesn, However, it ip not
uncomeon anong some of the scheduled castes and other

backward costed.

Houses:

There were 6,05,522 census houses in the district
in 1961 of which 5,511,931 houses were in the rural.éreaa
snd 53,591 houses in the urhaﬁaréas. 0f these houses
those used purely for dwelling purposes sccounted for
82% of the total number of houses in the district.'?
Clusters of peculiar conicsl huts with vory &teep
roofs of ﬁalmgra thatch are e common sight, These hets
are huddled teogether and tx& lcaves ¢f the thatch
almost touch the ground, These constructions are 8¢
~ chaped as to resist the cyclonic weather which 18 not
infrequent dn this district, The arcs abounds in
polwyra trees which obviously form the chospest nmotowe

rial aveilable for house construction,

19, 1961 Cemsus, Listrict Census Hand Book, Srikae
%u%g?. Governsept of Andhra Pradesh {(Hyderabad,
970).
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In regerd to food, rice constitutes the steple
diet of the rich while ragi is the staple food of the
magses, The richer section eal finer rice wheraéa the
peorer folk ;at‘a coarser variety of rice end regi,
~xtept Brobins end Volsyas, a greet majority of
othors are non=vegetarians, mutten being the aemmgnest
type of meat, Those of the Hindus who otherwive eat
mutton, eschew nest on certain doys of the week ag
well as on religious occassions, All the communities,
both men and women chew 'pen', Scoking is a wicdespread
habit in the district and extends to rural women aloo.
A long, ppngent chercot is most widely used for

smoking. ¢

Iribal culture:

The arcos in which tribale live are Palakanda,
Parvatipuram, Pethopetnan, Selur and 50mpetﬁ.20 They
have a different culture sltegether. They had been
cut 0ff from the develepments thot are taking place
in the world by their primitive tribal culture,

Andre Beteille defines Ys tribe i ip an fdesl
state, a celf-contalned unit, It constitutes o socliety

20. The Scheduled Tribes in ﬁndhrn’?radqah. Birector,
Tribal Gescarch Institute (Hyderabad, 1963).
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in itoelf, i%his has to be expleined a littlo further,
Yhe &nthr@pﬁlcgiaﬁ, Hadel defines o socliety Ain this
'way: eseSotictics arc made up of people, Societics
have boundories, people either belong to thenm or not;
people belong te o society by virtue of rules under
vhich they stond, ond which fmposé on them regular
daterminate ways of ascting towerds and iﬁ.regard to

one anathar”.zg

| In the agency sroa, the lavaras constitute by
for the lergest tribe, The origin of the Zavarss is
troced to the ancient Sobaras who had migra%ed'ta thia
part of the country Ifrom the lower remches of the Gane
ges, The Gazettecr on the Vicekhapatnenm district 1970,
records that the Lovarss consist of two clasces, nauelys
{1) the prisitive race which lives on the hills, and
{(21) the ﬁagg Savaras who 1live on the plaine, The hillse
favoras aleo kmown as the Jgtl Savoras regerd themselves
as superior to their counterperts on the pleins, The
villages iohabited by these people are gonerally small,
The Ssvaras live or cultivetion and hunting besides
¢oliecting ninor forest produce. %heir headmen sre

known by the name Gonangas. Among the Gavaras, thore

2%. Beteille, Andre,, "Coste, Tribe snd Religion®
{ed.) Fomesh Thapper, The Fecmillan Company
Ltﬁqg ‘geﬂ‘ QQMi, 7?‘?7}’ PQBQ
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are certa&niaccupsti&nﬂl subwdivisions such as Artists,
Rindolo {«undala) and Coharas, These groups however
earn their bread by weaving c¢loths ond mak&ag baskets
ond small iren implemenis for the men of the com-unity.
The Kapu Saveras erc sitill following tome of the old
narrigge custome provalont in their connunity. Harriage
usually tekes place alter puberty and the wedding ceree
wony bears a distinct resesblance to that of the nill
Gavaras, Though the men among the saveras invariably
marry fronm outside the village under the hill custon,
they 2lso teke to menariken (withén the fanily clatno

the hand of meterngl uncle's doughter in marripge).
After the choosing the bride, it is customery on the
part of the bridegroon to scnd an arrow and some liquor
te the father of the bride im the first instance, The
bridegroom thon pays a visit fo the bride's house on an
sugpicious doy. 7The marviegoe xavfnllaued by drinking,
franting ond doneing, Wowmen connot change her fapily

by narrisge who continucs to be & nember of hor own
family. Cremating the desd ond burrying their sshes

iz cne of the custon existing among the Savaras, Accorde
ing to tovora mythology thoy should not wear much, Yomen
wenr o snell ckirt round the waist tucked at the front,

HMen woar @& loin cloth paszoeé between the legs covering
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the g@n&talé‘hanﬁlng down in a flop before and the

rear {lop being & vory long ilke a tell, They spend
little cmount in dress, Every kind of wilé horbs,
roots, wild plumbs, sengoos, Jackiruit ete,., perve

as thoir foed, They alse use rice, millet and pulses,
Their comron dishes are @ kiﬁﬁ of pruel made of rice
nillet together with pulse and vegetsbies, The paln
trees provide thep with stioulating érink, They hunt
snd live on animels nment, Heat is ususlly bolled with
rice or millet éoakeé with salt, chilliies axd turnmeric,
“ovaras heve three kinds of cultivetion i.e. (1) terrace
cultivation, (ii) podu cultivaticn, and {3411) garden
cultivation, The sheman {yejjodu usually called is the
doctor, priest and psychologist)}. He reveals the cause
afatha disease or the doath, |

The jatapus dho coll themspelves ss the khond
Jatepu doralu cpesking o kintd of aude.gz The Cenpus
of India (Madras) of 1901 calle the jatopus as the
civiliscd Khands'who speak Khond on the hills ond
?elusu'an the plains, 7They, howeover conslider thope
selves to be superior to those Khonds who eat beaf and

snakes, Thoy worship goddess Jakars, Thelr marriage

22, For detailed diccussion on Jntapus, see, Pareek,
Bellay ardibal Cult're_»nzlux, BeRs Publishing
Corporation {liew ! 977}




57

cerenonics closely resesble those of the low country
Telugu type. A man mpay lay c¢laim to his peternal
sunt's daughter for his wife, They generally bury
thoir dead, |

The Kontdo Doras who are alse koown ags the Kondte
kapus end Ojan, are s caste of hill cﬁ121Vaterﬁ.23
There arc two well defined divisions smong the kondd
doras, namely, ithe Pedda kondaly snd Chinns Rondelu,
The Pedda Honda havé\adaﬁteﬁ totenic d&viﬁiéﬁa 88 OXOe
ganout fects whersss the Chinca Hondslu retalin the Telupu
eyaten of fomily nsme (intiperu), The Kondo lLoras prace
tice shifting form of cultivetion cslled *podut on hill .
alepes. The agricuvliural produce io insuffieient and,
ther&té?ﬁ, thedr supplenenting with the oinor forcst
produce,

The Cedabas, who werg pelenquin bearers and cultie
vaters by profcession are yet ancother Ieun@ all over the
Hill tmiuksiaé Like mony other tribe, they resort to
*podut ¢u1tiVaticn on hills, They are divided into six
sub=divicions end the parriage emong the vomen of the
tribe ususlly tekes ploce after puberty, The unusl proe-
liginary pregents of teddy and other things sre sent to |

23, ibiéaf W&Ml
24, Ib&ﬁa; ‘933‘
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bride's people by tho pearents of the cuitor, The wodd=
ing 45 celebratcd in a pandal and is followed by drink-
ing and dencing., They erect stone slebs in aemory of
thedr dead ond offer socriffes et their towbs now and
then, Another ioportant tribe is thot of the Kohnds
whose origin ic shrouded in mystery, The Visckhapatnen
Honual) 1861, reocords thet the Khords as o race, are

the owners and c#lﬁ&Vatavs of the soll, They inhoabit
the villages, which nro elther scattored or closely
Grouped, sccording to the faecilities avellable for
tillage, The Khont is o hucbondmen ond a hunter, 4
Bhond village consicts of two sirecets, each hoving twe
rews of huts. One 15 occupied by the Khonds ond the
othey by the Poldi or Panos, who are weovers ond ousie
miéne by profession, %ho Khonds ere divided into two
groups, nomely, the Dondpria {Junpgle) Ehonds and Lesya
Khonds, Tho Khond tongue 45 a tribsl dislect similor in
construction to Telugu, Tomil and other cogmate langusoges,

Among the Khonds, ithe parentsc orrange the parriage
of their children, A Khond finds his wife from among
the wﬁmaa‘of any other pmutte {villsge) than his own,
Harrieges arce uouslly colebrated during the bunting éeasan,
which commencez from April, 7The Rhonds are very fond of
dencing ond in evory village, there is a house called
Dhangode which i3 set apert for thot purpose, 7Thelr

dead are crenated,



The Mannc Dores, Mukha Doras, Yerukelos end
Bogetos alco hgve thelir concentrations in this
district, |

The religion of the tribals consists of enimien
and tﬂtamiam,2§ The tribal panthoon inciuded numerous
deities gnd alsno devils, They rely mostly on magical
cherms and oblations for relief from sickness aréd epi-
denics and for success for hunting expeditions and
gocd crops, The sowing ond harvesifing of variouse Crops
ond the first cating of verioup agricultural preducts
are alse ossociated with o series of ritusls and ssori-
fices, The tribals slso observe rnumerous festivels in
honour of different villoge doitics, |

The troditional tribal councils play an important
role 4n the socinl ond religiocun 11£e 6f the peopls. The
viligge headmen controls the secial behaviour of the
irhebitents of the village. He takes initiative in the
celebrotion of varfous religlous festivels, He arranges
the merrieges of the boys and the girls in his villsge
and aluo setiles cases of elopment and divorce, The
priest is the roliglioun hesd of the villege,

25

Po%p
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A1l the tribes of the district ara'gatfiarnhial.
There are various methoés of ccquiring mates, Harriow
ges by capture, service, elopment, putual consent
ord negotistions are practiced by the tribal people,
They marry elther the paternal uncle's dsughtier or the
peternal asunt's deughter, At tinen, & man may narry
nie decensed elder Lrothor's wife, He may also merry

his wife's younger znister,

Monogemy is the nost common form of merriage
pmong these people though polygeny, diverce and widow

reaarriages are also permitted.

Tribonls hove sonoc tustoms and taboos, The Cube
tons relste to drese and ornopents (Girdjan Senghan led
by Venpatopu Soiysnaraye took lot of time o convince
the tribals to change their sttitudes towsrds dress),
house building, noral bohaviour, fomily relotions aed
the like, 1ts viciations results in s fine, For exsow
ple, uttoring o lie, stealing en article or murdering a
woman in the viletiop of the custon, wherens lying in
the nome of God, stealing food offored at o socrifice
ond killing o dedicated enimol 4o o taboo, Vislation
of custom reletes to his conduct as seen Ly his fellowe

sen whereat teboo relates to his conduct as seen by his
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ancestors, Iisesses like porolysis, inesnity, lamce
ness are ¢aused by God, whose zotive is supposed to

be calice, Uiscases like moleria, smellepox and
cholera are supposad to be inilieteé ﬁ@@a humen teings
by_théir ancestors. In order o sppesse Gods, one has
to offeor socyifice, Thoy celebrate seasonal festivels
like Aggen, Hodikothe ot¢., depending upon tho Besson.
They celebrote Gangorse Pendugs (River Goddess) as she
has been giving woter throughout the year without any
interruptions and making éham to live, Cirijan Zaengham
formed by Vexpetapu Setyensrayans used to ask its new
entraonts to toke ocath in the nome of weter at the tige

of pdmission intoe the SQﬁgﬁam.Eﬁ

26, Information baoed on interview



ELECTORAL POLITICE OF THE DISTRICT (1967=72)



Electiéaa is the cardinel prirciple regulating
the complex mechsnism of parlismentary demccracy,
The notion of povwer as understood in liberal demcw
cratic political theory is fundementally Qifferent from
that of the Horxists {we are including here all the
schools of liberslism o well as Marxism)}, For our
purpcse, we ¢an not go into the subtleties of the
theoretical debate over the notion of power, To be
rather aimple it is only chenge of the goverasent,
perely handling the stote power that we are referring
to here, The relation between the electorate and Cohw
testants is anlyfwith regard to the particular politi-
cal party vent upon forming the 5ove§nment‘ Again,
| given the complexities of the Indien situation (which
ip by nc nenns unigue in the world) Political party
is only the largep (or the largest possible) parsmeter
available to na.' Thus very often we will be forceg to
take individual contestants oo their own and here cnce
nore, oany atﬁar indicators have to be included, The
caste background, tﬁe very individual parﬁenalitiegg
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and porticuler condidetes' stending within the respete
tive political perty and last but net the lesst money,
These are sll the factors we will have to work upon in
vaking electornl studies, Section-IIl of the Peoples
Representative Act "prohibits appesl by cendidate or
his agent or by sny other pérﬁannwﬁth the consent of
the candidnte or his election agent to vote or to
vefrain from voting for any reassens on grounds on his
religion, casic, comzunitiy or 1anguaga“,1 Studies on
electoral %ahBV£GuF.pfOV$d thet caste, religion,Amonsy
etc,, are playiop a significent role in the alectoral
palitica.z Coste 15 bolng used to further the political
interests of individusls, Caste ®now ossumes the new
role of regulating peliticsl b;haviour”.B The decentra=-
lization of power with the intreduction of Panthayat rej
system in the country resulted in one caste renged
against another for power, OQur period of study folls
bat@een two general eiectieﬁs 1967«72, Eo, naturally
taking only an oversll wiew of the electorsl politics
of this period, e sikwnuld keep in mind thet the revelue
tionary ic preclisely both an offshoot of and breakwsy
from the CPI(H) vhich did take part in both these

1; |  The &epreaenﬁation of the Peoples Act, 1950,
es omended in 1962,

e fiyron, Yeiner.,, end Fojni, Kothari., Indian

Votins Behaviour, k.L. Hukhopadhysy (CUalcutta,
39b$g; .

- V.. Sirsikar, “Caste and Politics®, Tribe, Coate
and Religion (ed.,) Ramesh Thaper, iacmilian
& Lelhba, 1977); Fo?l‘)b
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clections, Tables I and II gives g detalled picture
of 19567-71 and 72 elections,

Congress party head a long history in the district
ond £t was faction ridden before and after independernce,
The laade&ship struggle in the Congress poarty in late
fiftics and early sixties resulted in group politics
and factions, Factlional loyalties wvere more often
then not along casle liﬁﬁa.a‘ By 1967 thers was severe
infighting within the congress perty. Factionol leaw
ders of Congress party in 1967 were G. Sreersmulu Haidu,
Kapu by aaste,'s. Rajs Gopala Neldu, Kalings by caste,
V. Hrishna Hurthy Hotdu, Vellema by cente, and L. Loksh-
mono Das, Kepu by csste,

There was & series of changes ond the country was
going through o period of economie erisis, Srikakulaen
district being no exception,

Congress party had put up three caandidaten for
the three parliementary constituencies iﬁ‘ﬁhﬁ district
in 1967 olectlions, Srikekulon constituency was tradi-
tional returning Congress party im genmeral, B, Kejagopsla
Holdu in perticular voted agsinast the party, Esépit& the
uaa‘ﬁt woney and caste influence, B, Rajegopsla Hatdu was

defeated, The lone scat retained by Cosgress perty was

b, For detalls on Congress factions, see, Venkota
hatnem, T., Leadership, Faction and Riee of Radie
caliem in Srikekulam District (AP)¢ A Study of
Congress Politica 1952-72, Unpublished 11,Phil,
dissertation, JIU (liew Delhi, 1978).
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Bobbiti, It returncd R.H. Hao, Keppu by cacte,

Coupled with tho genoral resentment ggoinst the
government internal blckerings, sabotaging techniques
pdopted by one government ageinst the eﬁher led to the
debacle of the Congrens in the parliamontary elections,
The lone scat wap reotained due to personal charisas of
Dobbite HMehornje, who Joined Congress. Being s Kappu
by caste, he got the highest rmunmber of votes for his

caste men,

’Though‘it kad put up 9 caaﬁiﬂatea.fer 19 gscepbly
scats in 1967 olection, it could win only 4 semts, Acong
those who won from the Comgress one belonged to Kelinga,
one to Kapu, one each to 3C and 5T, T, Peps Reo, Kalinge
by caste vwon from Heageriketakam c@ﬁﬁtitﬁency by & margin
of 8,000 votes, His'indivi&ual contacts with his castew
pen helpgﬁ hin to overcose the cbstacles created by
another lepdear B, Rojapgopald Hoidu belonging to hisg own
. caste - goney cones second snd party third for hip
victory. HN.A. Haidu, Kapu by caste won from Etcherda
constituency since Kapus constituted a sizable secticon
in thies conetituted a sizsble scction in this constituency
and slso because ho wes gquite popular snong bis castemen

he could win, Of course party affilistion to some eutent
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did play 2 rele for hic success, But in the cane af

P. Guanays who won frem Pntepatnen constituesncy, 1t

was party effilistion thet plaved a meore Lluoportant

role than money and caste factor. In 1971 sidetern
parlismentary elections were held, Thne Comgress waa
divided into Conmgress (0} led by Kesmerasd, Congress (R)
led by Hrs, Gondhd. The district Congress en blec

sided with Congress (R}, It hed put up 3 candidates

for the 3 peato ond got all the 5 seats with thumping
sajorities. By costeewiae, one was Kapu, one was Kalings

and one waz 57,

&dded %o thelr coste ard personal fufluence,
#rs, Gsnéhi's slogen, YOeribl Hatso® reached the ears
of the people even in Urikokulsm disirlct, People ene
thusiestically voted for the party as such rathber thap
for individusls, 9Thus the Congress wrested back two

seats from the Swatentrs party.

Ié,ﬁg?z aspenbly elections, Congress (a}_waa in
power with Braboansnds Reddy as the Chief Rinister,
It got 12 sosts out of the 19 seats it contested, Among
then 5 belonged to Kapu ceste, 2 %o Relinga, 2 to Velems,
1 Gangan Reddy, 1 SC, 1 Brehmin, and 2 S0s, Indira
Gandhite imaze as e chempion for the cause of the poor

and downtrodden helped Congress to regein ten sents,
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At that time, Mrs, Oondhi's Congress was well entrenched

&t the Centre,

twatantrs Party's roots were the Kizsan Sebhe in
the Congreos party, N.G. Rengs ond C, Bachenna who
. were in the Comgross, lenders 4n the district, Latter
Joined the Swatentra party which wes foroed in 1959,
It continued upto 1967 clections, The nmain base of
the Swatantirs party wos G. Lacheanna who is Known for
hisn selflessness and leodershlp qualities, He oypenised
all bockward castes im tho district, Lven today many
people hold hio 4n high osteem {inforpation based on
interview), By 1967 Swatontro party was holding
11fty per cent of the village ponchayats and some pane
chayat sendthis in 4¢s hands, 1t was sharing power
slong with Congress,

It got 2 seats out of the 3 it contested in the
41667 parlianmsntary clections., The Srikekulem parlisw
mentary constituency wes bsgged by &, Laéhanaa belonged
to “rissinn caste, which enjoyed o nupericsl majoerity in
the constituecncy, Other reasons for his success werc kio
personal charisma end party affilietion, Ia Farvathi-
puran (L.T) constituency it could win duc to the negative
vote ageinst Congress perty and it being an alternative,



In 1967 acsenbly clections, 1%t got 10 seats,
$» Jagannodbanm of Nerasannapet wes a strong lesder
of Vellamae, 1&@ nobiliced pll bin easte people and
got elected, €, Satyanaraysna, fether of C, Tejesworae
rao, Srikeitulem rcvolutionary sovemen®t loader, got slectcd
from Ponduru cenotituency defeating i, Lekshwoen Das,
Kepu by caste, The numericsl strength of his caste
becides party affiliatien.aaceuﬁta for hic succecs,
It was nassive neguative vote against Congress, The
csotewlioe breskup 15 as followss 3 vellomas, kapu,
kalinga, Cengom reddy, In Ichapuram cenatituancy
Swatantrs party's éaa&i&ata»wa& Cangam Reddy whose
caste constitutes oajority in the conastituency, 7This
was the major reagon for his vioetory, party affiliau

tion being sccondary,

The 197Z sopenbly clections reversed the trend
of the 1667. Cwatentra perty falied to secure even &
single nest, Jndira'e wave wished nway the Swatantra
party. The resource mobilisation of the Congress (R)
was high. COwatantra perty's failure in 1972 apsenbly
- electiong could be understceod fa the light of the fact
that while 1967 caste other such facters plaved a vitel
role, in 1972 1t wae thoe pariy affilietion, Thus
Indirsts wave - Ceribi Hateo - was responsible for the

routing of the Swatantrs,



How we hove to turn ocur eyse to indepondents,
In 1967 cesembly olections, independents took the
secord position, There were 5 independents, fAwong
thope 2 were Kapus, 2 were Vellmies and one Z.7.
vhile some were rebel Congressnen, Zome were put up
by the factionol leaders of the Congrens party, Bee
sidep faoctional loyelties caoste and monsy were the

roasons for their success,

In 1972 slections, indepondents positions improe
ved to 7., Among then 3 were Vellames, 1 Halinga, 2 5Cs
ond one Reddy, Bepides caste, noney and loyaltiee to @
perticulor fasctionsl loader in the Congress party
accounted for thelr success uniike in the case of

cthoers,.

Like any other Indisn villagoe, the village system
in the villages of Srikokulom district was governed by
the easte'systca in the new form, A5 we have geen in
the first chepter mony castes could be identified with
the occupetion, Apsrt from Kapu, Vellema, Kalinga
landowning castes, the rest of the custes are dependent
upon agricuit&re end alliied agrﬁcuitﬁte sectors in the
village. In every caste there is g headman anﬁ'whaﬁu

ever he declided, the caste people ibilowgd. Caste
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grouph were often é&viﬁéﬂ. But ipvarisbly, nmajority
of the cozte people followed thelr lesderts sdvice,
‘The base for sny party either Congress or Swataotirs was
this, This %aa more so till the 1972 elections to the
assembly, In the Panchayat elections, it wos nore
glaring, “Srikskulaz being sn agriculture doninateq
area with no iééuatrial development, rich pessants of
three cestes doninate the electsrsl politics of the
¢istricet - K&pﬂ$, Kalinges amﬁ Vellapmas,

But anothsyr interesting feature of the ciéste poliw
tics in the district should be oboerved, There are many
instances where the leaders of various costes within the
Congreas cut seross caste loyelties, Vhen the interests
ol one caste colncided withk the iaterests of snother
cante, To qguote ome such instanmce: G, Oresrsmulu Neudd
whko belongs to Hapu caste was supported by V, Krishnpe
murthy Haldu, a Velona tg'gat slected as the Chairmen of
Zille parachad ageinst B, Noresinge Kao, brother of
B. Relegopala Reo lHaidu, who was Kalings by caste,
¥hile in this cooe lesders of two castes Jolumed %ogeth&#
to defeat g third ceste, there are alse instances where

cangidates bﬁl&ﬁging to & particuler caste were defeated
_ a8 a result of their casiepen supporting thelr rivals,
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One such instence 46 T, Papa Rao, Kalinga by caste,
wns defeated by P, Sriramso Murthy, who was supported
by B. Rajegopala Kao Keidu, who also belongs to
Kelingse Caste,

Thus we can clearly identify caste along with
considerations pleying the majar role in the district
electorel politics,

i%"‘/“



TABLE I: Parliamentary Elections = 19672 arnd 1971° (Constituency-wise)

Hame of the -

I of votes % of

51e mgmerﬁt the 'Ycar Fnrtyr Total Eléctad or
ho. Constitueney of Candidate candidate wvotes veotes defeated
Gen, secured
Elecw.
tion .
1 2 3 & 5 6 7 8 9
1«  Srikakulom 1967 G. Lechoana Swatantra %,89;7?$ 50.37 35,356,648 Clected
' B.B. Hao ing . 1,29,413 38,44 Lefented
KeS. Ree Independent 0,717,464 05,19 Lefeated
1971 B.R. iteo e 2,33,17% 63,48 3,35,617 Blected
M.Ga Rangs - Swatontra 0,95,710 28,82 Defeated
L. Vanajanabhan Indspendent 0,006,736 02,01 Cefeated
£« Farvathi~ 19‘67 V.t‘lq Hao Swatantra 1 ’.351 ,0@9 %Cz 1 2 5363&38 Elected
: puran (£T) KeSe Rao p §:: v 125,629 43,79 Defoated
1971 B, Satyanarveyswan  11C 1,90,975 73.80 2,358,699 EGlected
V. Rarasimha Rao Swatantra 0, 38,847 15.02 Defecoted
B, Lakshminarayasna CFI 0,28,817 11,16 Defeated
3 Bobbili 1967 K.l. Rao ing 1,686,533 44,29 3,30,872 Elected
€. Subdinaidu Swatantra 071,356 21.57 Defeated
CaS, Rao Independent 0,57,128 17.27 Defeated
A.A. Fpo Independent 0,535,835 16,88 Defeated
1971 K., Reo IRC 2,423,063 84,51 2,063,917 Elscted
49? R, Chandrasekharfac Swatantra 0,800,274  15.50 - Defeated
- . i : tatistical) Election ., India
enort on the 4th Gen, Elections in India, 1967, vol.Il {Statiaticql) Election CommBa,
g: g:ﬁﬁ?ﬁ :g tgg 5th Gan: flection to lok Sagha, 1571, vol.Il (Statistical), EBlec.Conmn., Indla
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TABLE IX: Accenbly Elections - 19677 and 1972% (Constitusacy=uise)

Elected

81.» Lage of the Year lane of the ?arﬁy 7 of votes ¥ of Total
1o, Constituency of Candidate candidate votes votes or
Gen, segured Lefeated
iLlegw
tion \
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Ichapuran 1967 L.K, Reddy Swatantra 26,571 83,246 49,910 Llected
- Ke Deo 1uC 204,138 hQ, 35 ‘ Cefented
- A Reddy Independent 03,201 06,41 Lefeated
1972 Y. Ranga Babu e 26,956 52,36 52,455 Elected
B.V. Sarma Swatanira 26,503 47 .52 Defeated
2e Conmpeta 1967 G, Lochenna Zwatantra 28,524 B2.35 54,490 Elected
M. Tulasidas ING 25,966 47 .69 ' Lefegted
1972  Tulasidas Inc 354316 56.85 62,118 Elected
(e Lochanna Swatantra 26,802 43.15 Lefeated
3., Tekkali 1967 N. Paoulu Swatantra 20,749 43,63 47,450 Llected
e B.l. Nerayannamme IGC 11,802 246,81 Fefeated
Y. Viswanadhan Independent 07,873 16,65 lofeated
B, Reddy Indepondent 07,146 15.02 Defeated
1972 3« Lokanothamiiaidu IRC 29,502 57.98 50,884 Elected
3. Bhemeswora Rao  Swatantra 14,998 29,47 Dafepted
De Krishrnamurthy
A Naidu Independent OL,B881 09.59 Defeated
B, Ramano Independent 01,503 02.99 - Defeated
| aat/""
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1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9

4, Harichondra~ 9967 K. Erishna Uurthy Iwatantra 16,060 40,85 39,311 EKlected
purans K.A, Bhukts IKC ‘1@,368 26,43 Defented
R. Satysnarayona Independent 07,454 19.06 Defeated
C. Suryanarayons Iadependent 04,404 11.02 Lefeated
Be8e Rao Independent 00,965 02,45 Defeated

1972 K.A. Bhukta INC 30,035 747 40,333 Elected
Ao Venkatarapulun Independent 10,208 25.43 Lefeated

5., Norassnnae 1967 8. Jagannathaa Swatantra 21,866 49,76 63,338 Elected
peta ’ K.V, V.4, Raidu I8C 124756 29.03 tefeated
T.VKe Gupta Independent 07,841 17.846 Lefeated
Ko¥. Hurshy Independent - 07,430 13,37 Defeated

1572 8. Serojauna b 11 19,441 42,58 41,149  Elected
2, Jogannadhan Indapendent 16,987 3720 Defeated
V. Lajapathi Ral Swatantras 03,230 2022 Lefeated

6. Patapatnon 1967 P. Cunnayya iNG | 13,419 62.19 31,804  Elected
{5C) . Rajeyya Swatantra 1},0&5 L0595 Lefeated
r. Landosi Independent 02,264 07.12 Dafeated
&, Chandraah Independent 01,734 05,45 Defeated
K« Papa Rao Independent 01,962 04,28 Defeated

1972 5. Pagadomme IRC 24,162 58.72 41,149  Elected
5. Rajayye Swatantra 16,076 39.07 Defeated
G. Apparad Independent 900,911 02.20 Defeated

7. Kotturu (5%) 1967 M, Subbanne InNe 13,735 3735 36,333 Eleccted
’ M. Laxshninarayana CPI{(H) 12,487 34,37 Defepted
H. tundarnarayana Swatanira 10,111 27.83 Defeated

L X q/ -
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1 2 3 b 5 6 7 8 9
1972 ¥V, Harssimha Rao  Independent 15,223 40,53 5?,562‘ Elected
., Gopal Pao IRC 12,138 32,41 Defented
Lakahminarayana CPI 07,158 19.04 Lefeated
#. Bubbanns Indepondent 03,048 08,114 Defeated
B, Hoguru {(ST) - 1967 P.R.R. Sethruchlu Swatantra 18,460 36,79 46,391 Elected
" CaCLl, Hyarichala INC 16,669 35.93 Lefeated
Ge Biddike CPI{M) 11,264 24,28 Defeated
1972 C. Chudazani Dev  Independent 22,438 50,81 44,353 Elected
Sethuchla ¥, Raju IR 21, 7%8 45,19 Pefeated
9., Parvethi- 1967 V. Reminaidu Twatantra 33,096 50.77 45,485 Elected
puran Ch, Parusaramiaidu INC 16,150 35.59 Defeated
‘ 1.« Paruvada Independent 04,016 06.83 Lefented
V.it, Xothopalii 2% 324 32,186 A, 81 pefeated
1972  Ch.Parusaram Haldu Independent 32,027 S2.87 53,494 Elected
Marisela V, Haldu IRC 21,467 40,13 - Defeated
10. Selur {ST) 1967 B, lajayya Independent 17,679 43,11 41,012 ' Flected -
Je Mutyalu Swatentre 10,323 25,11 . Defeoted
D, Surendra INC 07,692 18.76 Defeated
P¥. Swany P Q5;§18 12,90 Cefeated
1972 #uthyala Janod Inc 24,787 67.1% 36,919 Elected
Annana RaJu BIZ 12,132 32.86 Defeated
1. Dobbili 1967 f.R.K.R, Rao Independent 42,065 75.70 55,569 Elected
L. Thenthu Inc 13,304 24,30 Lefeated
.no[“"
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1972 GV, Erishna Rao  INC 294925 50,34 56,440 Elected
ReV, Rursinaidu Independent 27,578 46 .40 Lefeated
e Surysrao 31,$§7 03.26 Defented
12. Pedamnnaw 1967 V.M, Appalo MNaidu Independeat 27,725 50.97 54,393 Elected
pursms V* Krﬁ&hnamurﬁhy
ilfaldu INC 26,668 69,03 Lefeated
1972  T. Lakshazi fgidu  Independent 31,812 40,94 62,447 Elected
A« Yoruku lsidu INC 30,635 39.06 Lefeoted
3. Unukuru 1667 H.B, Parankusanm Independent 22,047 45,32 48,654 Elected
P. Sopgepng Hafdu INC 1%,5&3 23,73 Defoated
V. Faja Rao Independont G@.ﬁﬁﬁ 19.64 Lefeated
M. Appala Haldu CPI(H) 03,992 08,20 Defented
K. Sotyanarayans Independent 01,508 03.05 Defeated
1972 P. Ruksinissoa Inge 28,572 48,32 59,133 Elected
H.B, Porarkusam Independent 15,020 25,40 Defeated
o Balarsnn Swemy Indapendent 1,280 OR « 16 Defeated
14, Pelokonda 1967 J. Jogi Swatantro 17,184 63,70 39, 23  Elected
{3¢3 " K. WNarasaish CIRC Tﬁ,@@? 38.88 Defegted
P. Jaamaish Independont 06,850 1742 Defeated
1972 K. Narasaloh ) §11H 25, 844 71,07 35,863  Llected
Pe Jenzah Independent 06,004 16,82 Defeated
B, Harasinhulu Independont 04,355 12412 Defcoted
15. Hagarilata- 3967 T. Appa Roo Ine 29,186 50,37 48,016  Llected
Ron . Jagannadhs Keo Swotantra 20,821 ﬁ3.35 : Lefcated
£.5. Appo Rao Independent 03,009 Defeated

confm=
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1 2 3 & 5 6 8 9
- 1972 P. Srirapa Hurthy Independent 28,467 55,00 55,10 Elected
T« Papa hao. Inc 23,921 45,04 pefeated
V. Satyanarayana . .
Haldu &G Q0,722 01.36 Dafeated
16, Srikekulan 1967 7, Satyanarsyana Swatantra 27764 55.85 49,713 ELlected
4. Thaviteyya IRC 18,276 36,76 Defeated
D. Suryanarayans
_ Hurthy Independent 02,416 04,85 Lefented
Le Krishna Rao BIS 01,2861 02.54 Defeated
1972 Ch. Lokahninara- "
yara Independent 27,5627 52,55 52,571 .lected
Te sotyanarayana JIHC 24,944 H7.45 Defeated
17, Etcharla 1967 N.A. Naidu 1KC 20,802 45,68 45,541 Flected
Btiariysppaduraddt Independent 17,9064 39,31 Dofeated
G. ionyasilingan RIS 03,458 07.59 Defeated
DeBeAuVe Raju Independent ©3,377 07.42 befeated
1972  B. Hariappadu Independent 36,013 70.08 51,330 ilected
Ao ligdninte Ise 2h G414 47,45 Defeated
18. Ponduru 1967 G, Sctyamarayanas Swatantra 20,773 48,89 42,992 [lected
L« Lokshmena Pas  I&C 17,708 41,67 : Defeated
SePabe &;‘;pﬂlaﬁm'* .
ryulu Independent 02,282 05.32 Defeated
1. Veeranmna BIL 01,749 Ch.12 Defeated
1972 L. Lekshmana Das  IKC 22,041 43,16 50,994 Llected
T. Akkala Naidu  Independent 17,581 34,48 LCefeated
. Sotyanarsyara Independent 01,399 02,74 Lefeated
11« Yeeranna B8 07,365 02.68 Defeated
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19. Cheespuru 1667 T.R. hao Indepondent 24,502 60,30 456,683 Elected
. Pal K.%. Appala [aldu INIC Q7,976 19,61 Lefeated
. Mebfie Naidu Cr1 05,191 12,76 Lefeated
B.8, HNaldu - Iwatantra 02,984 0733 Dafeated
1372 8. Pydspo Raidu Ixc 23,485 53.5% 46,00% Elected
M. Satypnarayona , _ A
’ Raju Indopendent 20,520 46,63 Lefeated
7. Report on the Pourth Ceneral Elections in India, 1967, volume I1 {Statistical),
Election Comnizsion of India.
8.

Report on the Ceneral Plections to the Legislative Assesblies in India (1970-72),

volume XI, {(Statistical), Hlection Comuizsion of India,
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REVOLUTIONARY POLITICS OF THE DISTRICT {1967-72)



The five yoars between 1967-72 are eveniful yeors
in the politices of this country., Several historic
events like the emergence of mon-congress governments
ino several states, aplit of the CPI(M) and formation of
Revolutionary porty in 1969, Incidentslly the Congress
party clso oplit in 1969,

Now we will try te portray a picturce of econonic
snd politlcal situetions of the couniry during this

p&n’ta& .

Lespite the plonned sconomy, poverty had been en
ity usunl incremss, wiih reports of starvation deaths
pourisrg in from rural areas, Much telksdeabout reforms
_espectially lond ceiling legiclotion proved to be a big
farce, HMany of the land holders escuped ceilings in the
nate of benami, and effectively mace use of the loope
holes ishereat in the legislation itself, There were
famine conditions in 117 districis of Madhya Fradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Rejasthan covering 46.6 million :
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prople, Agricultural production im the country was
slasbed down substantislly., The official estinmnte

of the foed production 18 76 oillion tonnes in 1566~

67, far less then the required quantum, thus forcing the
government to import food grains, The target for sube
sidiary foods, fish, meot etc., wos to be raised so as
to sneure a per capita aveiléhll&ty of 2,300 celories

a day a8 apgeinst 2,100 colories which was regardgd
availabla,

The urban situstion wos no better, Vorkers were
bodly affected by the industricl recession of 1966-67
ond over 23,000 workers were laid off in 95 establishe
oents in Yest Dengal slone between Januwary and Merch,
1967. 4n additional ﬂ,ﬁé@ workorg were retrenched 4in
49 estoblish=mente, 5till another 700 became unemployed as
a result of concerns ¢lesing down, In Bombey 3,000
workers were loid off by the end of Juna>1967, 1967
was the fog end of the third five yoar plen, Industrial
production iu tho third five year plon wes fncreased by
39% ageinst the planned target of 70%. The national
incone Lo resl terms hes gone up ot the reste of shout
2.5 per sopum. Therc was hordly any incrense in the

per cepits income of the country.
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The defence budget of India wag enhanced fron
.300 creres to sbout B.1,000 crores a8 & natural
corellary of the two major wers fought in 1962 end
196% sgsinst Chine and Pakistan respectively, This
‘eould be done obviously al the expense of the flow

of funds to other sectors of our economy.

There was heovy rigse in the prices of essential
comzodities, In their attempts to tone up the econp=
nic position, the goverascnt resorted to deficit finane
cing and borrowing from other countries resulting in a
greater cconomic chaos, The position ina February 1967
was the governnent baving deficit finencing to the tune
of rupees 150 crores and the state governments rupecs
300 crores a yeor. '

There was growing unrest anong the s tudenis espew
¢ially in the gtates of U.P., Bibar, Punjadb, A.P,, ond
Bengal. ' All sections of the populetion - poasents,
vorkers, eumployees « gave vent to thelir frusiration
with the pgovernmentts futile policies in the form of
strikesz, Bandhs etc,

In 1967, fourth penersl elections were held, As
Fichael Brecher comnented “the fourth gemeral elections
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constituted & watershed in the politics of independent
Znﬂia”.1 The Congress party which till then snjoyed
power in all states was weakened with the emergence

of elght nonecongress governments in the sitates of
Kerala, Bengal, Orissa, Tamilnad, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar aznd Jadhya Pradesh., The once absolute majority
in the Parliasnent had bees reduced %o a slender margin,
The death of Nehru and the proecegs of choosing & Bucces
sgor resulted in the energence of collective lendership
in the Congress party, The decisions war&'hasaé on
consensus end umlike the centralised pottern under Hehru,
the period from 1963-6% hod been merked hyiéiVQrgemze.
The tactics of veteran Congrens ieadara to pressurdse
#irs, Gandni for delegation of greater power to them |
could not cut muoh ieé culminating in the formal split
of the paréty in 1969, Tbus the internel sguabbles has
weekensd the politiecal system of the countryr&t iatse.

Srikakulan revaluiiaaary‘uavemént hod passed
through seversl stoges beiore it was finelly liguidated
in the yeer 1972, 7The undivided comrunist party came
into existence in the district with M, Padmanabham,

1,  Hichsel Brecher, Politicsl Leadership in India,
Vikes Publicetion (DeYhl, 19607 —
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B, Gavarial et.sl., 25 its leaders, 7. Venkateswara
Rao (preﬁent mayor of Vijayawada earporaﬁian) was CPI
district secretary in midefifties, OSubseguently, the
party decided to concentirate its operations in €he
BEeNnCYy area £s there was good response from the tribale,
Als0 the genersl socloweconomic conditions of this aréa
nade it politically expedient for the party to seek
influence over the people there, |

The agency grea wag under ﬂutta&ar‘anﬁ Hokbhasg
systen, Under these circunstences, the cultivators got
enly occupancy righta., As the lends were not aurVey@d,‘
the pleugh tox was collected at the rate of Re2 per
plough, Sonetimes unilform tax was levied sccording
to the guality of the seqdé<aauﬁ. Mony plainspen
migratod to the agency orea, Prominent among theu were
Zondhis, who were toddy toppers, vysyss, Kalioges end
szohanties. They established 'kirans' shops and grocery
besides noney lending osnd cultivation, They purchased
their perchendice ot whélasala rotes Ifrom the cities,
They bought the various forest products from the
tribals at a very low price and scld them in shops
ot large profits, The tribals procured their dally
reguirements like kerosene, salt, chillilies etec., mostly

by bartering their minor forest produce and alsc by
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mortgeging their fields thereby incurring heavy losses
st the time of harvest, The perchants collected grains
an@ forest produce in much more in quantity and value
then that of the goots they sold eariier, Yith the same
profit motto, while selling their mercherdise they encouw
raged the tribel folk to buy various fency ¢lothes,
cosmetics uné other things which they really did mot -
need,s The moneylenders made tribal formers pledge crops
for sceds olc., ﬁaﬁ cleined o large share from the
harvest, For instence, they geave 2 bowls for two
peasures of corng geve a lopn of ten messures of seeds
for sowing and claima§ ﬁ§ peasures st harﬁeat. The
tepaney practices wvere kaown a8 "kandegutta®™ and "peliu®,
Hndervtnﬁ "kenda gutte® the landowner lesses out his
lend for a specified period to s cultivetor for certain
egyreed payment in cash or kind, In the “Pa11u§ ayeten
the produce is equelly shered between the tiller and

the landlord after deducting experditure on acceunt of
labour, land revenue ond seed charges, 1In these syotens

tribals wore &qceived.

Poor tribales worikod in the farms of nonetribals
o8 labourers, For thisz they were pald aanually in
kind by vay of corm, ¢loth and customary poyments at
the time of hervest, The annual payment Comprises
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cereals of kinds between three to twelve puttis or ceaw
sures and pulses fourteen to sixteen puttis.z For this
the tribalo hsd to work for the entire day, This is some
kind of bornded labour, The lobourers were mllowed to
borrow cash or grain in sdvence from nis landlord st
exhorbitant rates of interost which could be 1005 more
than the murket rate,

The nonetridbals lent thes noney for agricuitural
purposes and finally seized the lands of tribals exploite
ing their ignorance and illiteracy. MaJjority of the
tribals are londless labourers, -ven the rich tridbals
held enly ¥ or & acres st the mosi, Those lands were
also taken over by none-tribals, Meoney lending flourdished

a8 compound interents were charged from the tribolse,

The 1ife of the tribal is tagged to the forest
produce, Introduction of conservation and rescrved
forests set made the 1ifc of tribals mplserable, For
everythiag they had to depend upon the forests, *'Podu!
cultivation is the prime source of their livelihood which
had been banned undor the law, Forest officisls threa-
tened thon with new laws and in order %o escape the law
the tribals were forced to pay the bribes to the forest

offfciels. They borrowed more and more loans from moneye
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lenders. Forest officials forced these tribele to work
o8 labour:rs at their reaidences, TForest coairactors
who were puppesed to cut and transpert wood ele,, in

the reserved forests cheatsd tribals by pa%iﬁg them very
low woges. These wages ranged between & emnas & day

t6 & annad a day.

The British tried to extend their revenue adminise
tration even to the agency srea, To collect taxes from
the tribals, they sppgiazﬁé‘reveaue officisls nuch as
" Kernams ond punsiffs, They levied taxes on srrack,
ﬁaﬂﬁy, hempdrug ete, Drinking had become ¢ port and
pareal'af the tribel liYe, Given their limited income
they could not pay the toxes on abhkari hence they were
forced to borrow from peney-lenders, Taxes other than
these {texes were collectod by karnuns, Hore then whet
was due was collected frop the tribals exploiting thedr
illlieragy and ignorsnce, For example “In Palekonda
agency tannrind t{ree tax which was auyyéazﬂ to be collec-
ted was rupees two to four varying according to the land
one hag, whereas the gmount collected was rupees fifty

or ﬁixty“,2 Corrupt oificisls nenipulated land records

2. V. Ronslingacheri®s ¢ourt statement, Janasakthi
Prechuranalu (Vijoyawade, n.d) T
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in favour of money lenders, horressed tridals in the
event of delay in paying the taxes by forcibly teking
awsy their sheep, buffaloes etc,

Aimont all the lands of the tribals were taken
away by smerchants end oconeylenders, Thay were totally
pauperised, Even though 1970 sct, 1957 escheduled sress
Lond Transfer Regulation Act prohibited monw-tribals posse~
ssing tribdel lands, poor tribols mortgeged thelr lands
with the landowners snd money lenders worked aos labourers
in thelr own fields, Traders a#ﬁ noneylenders controlled
the economy of tribals. Tribel custons and troditions
‘ aédeé to their increasing debts, BRBirth, daﬁth;'marriaga,
fever ete,, resulted in heavy coxpenditure, For all this
extravagant cxpenditure they borrowed coney from the
money lender and werr thus caught in s vicious circle
of debt,

Girijen Corporation wias created to give o new
lease of 1ive to the tridels snd to avoid middlemen, It
wat the sole purchager of fara end nonefarn procucts
ﬂhe?a its employces alsc chented the tribals with wrong
weights and nﬁaaureaenﬁa‘ The snles depots which wos
supposed to have easential itens like Kerogene containcd
only luxurious items like cosmztics, sosps, halr oils

etc,, which they never used, It also appointed contrec=
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tors the majority of whom were moneylenders te purchsse
the produce from the forms. It got exclusive right |
over aoinor forest produce of the iribels., 7The corpoe
rotion which wao supposed to 1&&# loens "geve f,50/=
tut obtained a receipt of B.200/=" tuking sdventage

of the $11iterocy of tribals,”

The movement was first started by P. Remulu, @
teacher in the Nands, Seethnmmapetl agency area, whe
fought against all these forms of exploitaetion of the
tribals by organising tribals in tho name of Sengans,

As b result he was transferred to Peddekorje village,

| vagg;%%ggiatyauﬁrayana vho haile& from a village
¢alied Soper, nesr Eajom wes working as & school traw
cher in Kondebaridi village noar Pondemkheli., He ale
ready started organising the tribaels, He cane into
contact with P, Remulu, who was the first leader to
chenpion the couse of the tribals and member of the
communist party, V., Setysnsrayans married Jetopu and
favera women, He and P, Remulu started labsur contract
societies in 1956 and in 1958 they compelled the block
developnent officer to give all government work te their
contract socleties, Thus they gained grip over the tribal
lebour, In 1958, V. satysnarayans aoine& communiot party,

30 zbid" 13.21;
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In 1959 Girijen Sengep wap forsed with V, Zatyse
narayana, P, Romulu, G. Yendu Dors, Arikal Somulu,
He Rrishna Hurthy =t¢al,, as its executive nembers,
Though in the initial Stage several hurdlos such as
- supergtitions of the tribals came in the way, it could
overcone them very soon and reached svery walk of life
of tribals pright from cutting the hair of tribals down
to the formal cducation, It achieved significont breakw
through eftner in enrolling membership or breaking the
ice of tribals in thelir superstitions,

Against vetti {» kind of bonded labour) it released
pomphlet in 1959 enabling contects between them ond nmore
snd pore trikals in the aress of Neelokantapurs, Morderne
- khal ond ?&rula.a‘fangam gave the ¢all not te_pé? the
intereste to omoneylenders and also to resist physically
1f necessary; not to give bribes to fcraat officials ond
to deal firmly with thoo if they demonded, to defy the
forest conservation and preservetion Act end to use the
lond as freely os they used earlier. This was implenonted
1h tridiguda and come other villages, the moneylerders .
wereg threshed, On defiance of forest laws they wore

iompiicated in criminal cases yet on 3ansan's advice

&,‘Q Ibi&l ] p! di?'
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they refused to sttend the Courts. Finally it was
settled in favour of tribsls by setting écma portions
of forest lands aside for them, Sengem fought ageinst
the corrupt revemue officisls, Finally it geve & call
not to pay texes and leview resulting in the scoring
off o0ld arears, 1n movember, 19560, Sangan gave ¢call

to seize tﬁg harvest as the lands eccuried by moneye
lerders on the pretext of nonepayment of debts was Conw
traveation of 1517 Act end 1957 fAct and slso to ectupy
the Kandagutie lands under the control of the landlords
when the produce in 200 peres of land between puanssom
bhadra and Dandusure was seolzed, FPolice intervened, A
compromising ogreement envisaging oneefourth of the hare
vest to then and threee-fourths to the landlords was in
the process of negotiations which later bogged down as
the lesders uaie arrested, Thoen the Songam orgonised
the palery strikc as a conseguence of which wages were
‘dncreascd from J puttlu to 25 puttulu e year, Also the
legel cases egednst Langem lopders were thhﬁrawu.'
Songam cantinﬁed to woge rise gtruggles during harvest
cuttings ant woges were enhenced from 1.5 to i,18 in
Hondeakhal area, Other areas of agency wage increase
vas effected, In 1061 first Girijan conference wag
held, 4,000 tribals attended,
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Jangonm fought agsinst wrang-measuremant& of Giri-
Jjan corporation employees: Kept vigllance at éorporatlcn
sucles depots, It forced corporation to give more and
more loans, It ran shandies in 9 areas of the agency,
It fought with landlords and epened greins depots, |
The grein wns purchaseé cheeting in the exchange of
forcat preduce was curbesd by the sangan, The’Sangam
also organiced pooples courts inp which cases of all
sorts were decided, ' |

In 1964, CPI was split into CPI end cpi(n). In
the next chapter we will see the rescons for the split,
The district leaders joined the CPI{¥). In response
to the Satyagroha call led by CPI(M) agzeinst high
taxes end for the distribution of banjer lands, 3,000
tribols from parvathipiram sgency went to Kurupem and
staged o succeasful denonatrat&an,s Such was the spirit
inculcated asmong the tribals,

CPI{M) leader A. Kailesan came and estoblished
contacts first in erd around villages of GCumzslakshmie-
puram, V. 3Satyenarsaysna and A, Kailasem worked in close

lission with cach other, GSubba Reo Penigrebi prepared

S.  Ibid., Pe22.



92

sJeoukula Kethe” deplcting politicalily the woes of
tritals in the fora of ‘burrakeths’, It hit agoinst
money lenders, londlords and state machinery,

Fron 196¢'ta 1967 thore wos on increase in the
nusber of violont incidents while seizing erops, taking
teck the 1llegelly occupied laonds of tribnls cte. Heane
tine the state fncressed the nunber of politice outposts
with the sdditionsl enforcements to deol with the Sangans
nilitent activitico. The lendlords orgunised themselvos
under Rytu Zangess banner and their leaders were mééidn
Batyen and Gudla fotyam,

Sangam contestoed in BH4, Panchayst elections for two
panchayats, ﬁaﬁezy, Secthamnppets and Bbadrasirt ond got
Ceethampets poachaynt. In this election, the Songam won
40 Grame-pancheyats oond eaﬁlé not do much what they desired,
it had»pat condidate in 1967 assenbly elections frox
Kothuru (ST) conntituency end polled 10,000 tribsl votes
out of 10,350, It works ot 905 votes &n the agency ares,
Such wos the hold of the Senpgon on tribals by 1967,

As Biplab Ras Gupta commented "The movement schieved
reseriable succens within ¢ short-tine, It secured g fivew

fold incercane in the wage rate of inrm servants, forced



the distribution of two=-thirds of the preduce to the
tiller, obout 1,500 - 2,000 acres of mortgaged land
were wrested from the landlords, about 5,000 scres of
wvpnste land were made available to the Girfjans free
from the restrictions imposed by forest officlals, and
loans apmount to about m.3 lakhs were annnilad by 196,°

The district Comnittoe of CPI(M) put forth a 10w
point agrarion progranm of occupying lands held by the
lendlords snd seiging of the crops. The landlords with
the help of the government and police started to reassert
themselves ord resisting the Girijen attempts to secure
wage rise and seizure of lands, Even then they were
forced to increcase the woges of labeurers and ¢oncede
two=third of crops to the share croppers. Section 14k
was imposed in 200 villeges from July 24 to August 25,
1967.7 As the situation contimed a conference was colled
in HMondenmkhel on Coctober 31, 1967 to decide the future
course of action, ¥hen some Girijans were on the way to
conforonce, they were fired ot by Mgﬁitafﬁatg&m, killing'
2 pirijans namely Korsgne and Mansenna at Levidi,

He Prasada Rao, CPI{M) Central Committee member vicited

6. lab Das Guptay Tho |
gliahera (rew DeIn]

e Sunenta Bagerjee, In ¢
Subarnarekhs (Calcutta,
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the erea, condemned the viclant attack and advised the
aiutrxﬁt leaders to take the struggle in non-viclent
forms, Some dirtrict leaders strongly disagresd with
nis view,

After Levidi incident, militant activities of the
sangam were increased, They decided to seize the proe
portics of the londlords and ot timesn there were arned
clashes between landlords and girijans. There wae an
incident in Peddekharja villege where police took to
firing end twe girijens were killed on March 4, 1968,
These arsed clashes brought about a special srned police
force to tho arca,

Thé\ﬁemalbar& struggle and 185 aeftermath coused
some debate in the CPI{M) perty. Naxaslbari leader Charu
Hozunder besiﬁas.soma staunch advocates of Naxalbord
were expelled from the party for sdvocating new line
egainst officisl line, CPI(i1) Central Com:ittee met
atwﬁaéukgi in Augueﬁ, 1967 prepared draft for the Burdwan
vléﬁuﬁ.% In that draft £t criticised CPSU on peanceful
tréﬁbiormatian to socialism and revisionist tendencies
infita’but it‘piaeded for the Unitly in action between
Béég and China in Vietnon,
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In November, 1967, the naxalbari supporters formed
All Indila Coordination Comzitiee of revolutionaries
CPI{H) in order to win over the pojority of the party

Denbers,

Andhra pradesh State CPI{M) was struggling herd to
contain the spread of Naxalbari line of thinking here
whereas the things heppened the other way tound, The
Mpdural draft reaglﬁtien of the CPI{M) was rejected at
‘S5tate plenum heid at Pallakolilu, The alternative draft
stood 4in the nome of T, Hegi Reddy, C. Fulla Reddy,

Ko Venkalah, p&ﬁ&éﬁ with 6varshnxﬁ1ng majority, it
declured its opposition to ®"a whole series of basic
guestions concerning the Indian revolutionary mnvement“,s
and asked the Centrpl Committee to prepare a new draft
based on the twe mejor themes exchanged between the CPSU and-
CPC in June~July 1967, The resclutions read "there could
be no unity betweon revisionism and MarxismeLenindem,

two antagonistic contradictions and that the CFrX (M)
leaders were dirsctly compromising with Soviet revinionism
 end its Indian agent, the CPIY, "tended to agree with the
Ch;ﬁase sosesosnent of the Indisn situation, including the
seed for smmed struggia“.g They carried on their ideslo-
ﬁical fight upto Burdwan plemum &n April, 1968,

8.,/' ﬁnﬁhra ?lenum rejeata ﬁge-ﬁev&sianzat Dratt,
/ Vijayawade, 19568,

9A Mohon Ram, He
f {HEW ﬁe‘m. '

is

n Indie, Vikas Publications
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£% the Burdwan plenum, fSushil Hoy Chowdary nmet
and held discussions with the Andhra dicsidents led by
7. Nagd Reddy., They founé out ¢ comzon ideclogical
ground and the Andhra dissidents wzre invited to Join
ALCCR CPI(M). But they refused the invitation by
paintaining that they would cerry om en ideological
struggle within the party f@f which there was still
enough scope, They sgreed to be in touch with the
AICCCR CPI(¥)."® Having gone to Andhra, they continued
to propagate their views and were expelled from CPI(H)
in June, 1968, Thoy then formed the siate level coordie-
pation comaittee of revoluticnaries with T, Nagl Reddy
es its Convenor, |

Burdwen plenum af the CPI(M) edopted a new fcecw
logicel document uphaiﬁiag "egsentially correct? stond
of the CFC on pesceful co-sxistence, pesceful economic
competition, pesceful traonsition $o socialism, Criticie
esing the CPls "agsesszent of the current situstion {in
Indie) and tacticol line worked out on that bnsis come
platély ia@aréect‘ang contrary to realities and lifaﬁojt

10, Akzt.Sen, An Approsch to H;xalb?ri, Institute of
-Sclentific TF hts (G B, 1980), P47,

11.,, Etend on Ideological Xgoues = CPI(M) Publications
© (Caloutts, 1969§.
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In April, 1968 AICCR, CPI(M) met in Calcutta ard
declided to renspe iteself as All Indis Coordinastion Comole
ttee of eammuaiét &evulutiaagriaa ( AICCCR) and cut off
its comnection with CPI{M), In May, 1968, AICCCR gave
a c¢ell for the unity of the gll Ypoist forces, It said,
Ywe take this cpportunity to urge all tha revolutionaries
who have faith in Chedrooen Meo's thought and hove .
rebelled ageinst the leadership o8 revisionists and
neowrevisionists, but who are still paintaining separate
groups to liquidele groups and consclidate themaelves
within the AICCCR,'® It roviewed the situstion and
called for a "true® party through Nagxalbari atruggles,
and for boycott of elections snd for “revolutionary
¢laes bottles under the banner of Chairman Maso's
thought® leading to peoples éemacratzc revnlut;on.13
At this time C.Mozumder Group forwarded the idea of
inzediate formation of & new revolutionary perty which
wps rejected by other groupe. The formation of the
now coerdization was welcomed by CPC, CM wrote that
the main contradiction in the countryside between the
feudel lendlords and pesssnts armed forces under worke

18. Charu Mazumdar ﬂeaa\ﬁaar cf Naxalbari{ Struggle®,
iberation, vol.1 (June, 1968),

13. Ibiﬁ.' p.t‘c
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ing class 1eadership.can this coniradiction be resolved,
All of the Indian parties have turned out to be enemies
of rgvol&t&an, while "the new democratlic revolution cen
succeed only following the Feoist peth, A f&vwlﬁtiannry
party can not be built merely with the defoction from the
tvo comaunist parties and "such a party will be formed with
the youth, of the workinsg c¢less, the peasantry and of the
toiling siddle calsgs, who not only eccept the thought of
Cheirmen Mseo but alsa'apply the same in their own lives,
gprend and propegate it among the brosd macses and build
bages far_arme& étrugg&e in the countryeide. Sucha party
will not be o revolutionsry party, but it will be st the
some time the peoples armed force amd peoples state |
power, 1% |

Srikekulam district CFI{M) broke away from CPYI{1)
in April, 1888, 1t expressed dissetisfaction with the
“tete Coordingtion Com.ittee of revolutionarics led by
T. Wegl Reddy, T. Negi Reddy's Stete Coordinstion Comnie
ttoe proclaimed that Hgo's thoughts were the Harxist
Leainiam'0£ the present epoch and stressed the need for
intensifying ideological struggle ageinst the CPI(M)
nec=-revisionists and declored thoet it would shortly

launch another movement in Telengana on the lines of the

1%, 1biﬁbp }‘3.5‘-
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previous Telengona sroed struggle of 19&&~§?s This was
the progromne of sction of T, Npgi Reddy's state Coordie
nation Comzittee declorsd om 2 August, 1968, In pure
suance of this policy, Warangal and Khammém were chosen
as sreas of operation, .

In August, 1968 Sushil Roy Chowdary and Asit Sen
eatablished Andhra unit of AICCR with the youths who
establiched Naxalbari Sangibho Committee in Guntur,

7. Hagi Reddy sought c¢larificosion from AICCCR and was
teld that they hove right to forn the unii becouse they

were two independent organiaatiens.’ﬁ

In August, 1968, Srikakuiam district Communist
Revelutionaeries met at Baddepadu. There was a diffe-
rence of opinion vetween ¥, Npgl Heddy Comnitiee and
Srikekulam district Comsittee rogerding timing asnd
lsunching of erced struggle, Hence they bitterly cri-
ticieed State Comnittee and had decided to send Panchadi
Krishna Hurthi and C, Tejeswnra Rao to hold discussions
with the AICCCR directly. They met AICCCR leacers and
reported basck, In the third week of Eeptenber, Srikakulen

15, Indien Express (iiydefabsd), 3 August, 1968.
16, Asit Sen, n.10, pp.55«56.
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diatrict Connunist revolutionnries met and decided to
intennify the struggle which wos called off in May, 1960,
It joined AICCCR, It also decided to repist the londe
lords and the police and stressed the pol&tiéai Ginen-
siens of the campaigns to seize crops, snd lands from
the landiords,

In October, 1968, T, Kogl Feddy's State Coordinoe
tion Com-ittee Joined AICCCR, In the same month to
AICCCR meeting boih groups i,e, Srikakulam group and
Te Hprl Reddy's Committee were finvited and attended,

In Hovember, O, Tojeswars Roo wos sent to Calcuita on
bechalf of Erikakulam district AICCCR, He returned back
frop Celcutta and district AICCCR meeting was held at
Boddapadu on Hovember 20, 1968, It was rosolved that
an armed struggle cshould be launched imnediately.
Guerilla squads {or dalems) wore formed in the agency
hills as well 08 in the plaine of Srikakulam, with the
ultinste object of copturing state powers by'@vartnrawb
ing the existing 5@?0@5&33?;37 It clected o thr&aqmmmh&r
Secretariat connioting of P, Kedshns %urthy, Ce Tejeswsrs
#ieo and M. Appals Suri, C, Tejeowara Rao wes elected o@

Convenor,

17. Sumsntba Bonerdee, n.7, p.136.
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The ormed struggle wes herslded by the *action®
folloved at Peddagottilli on landlord pnd moneylender
panely Theegale ﬂarssiﬁ%ulu.15 He was attacked by 4C0
tfibals orned with bows, srrows end guns om 26 Rovenber,
1968, V., Satyonsrayens led the attack, Piemiacry notes
were bnrnt and paddy wos taken awsy., On Hovenmber 25,
1968 money lender of Doddukallu Ramulu, wes attacked,
Proxmisory notes were burnt, foodgrains wers distrzbutcd
spongst the local peoples This wes followed by another
money-lender in Dandusurs snd in oeny other villages of
the ggency this was followed, Hundreds of tribols partie-

cipated in the movement,

4, KRellasam end M.V. Famans Hurthy hailed froo
Bobbili which 48 pluain ereg, H.V.A. Murthy worked 4in
this arca, Both A, Keflasan ond H,V,.R, Muwﬁﬁy orgonised
the cutting of crops in Reddivalase snd Romeyompet villaw
ges, In Lokohoipuranm and Kamnandavolase people seized
hoarded grains from the house of londlords, Uith these
incidents pelice conps were set up, Thus it bescamo
incperative for the revelutionsries, who retreated back

to the Pervathipurom agoncy,

18, Hoxalite ﬁanngzraﬁy Case Charge Shoet-Cune.
Cemplaiﬁt, Palty
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Sompete orea is iaportant in the revolutiocoery
politics of the district, There ie a need to briefly
sketoh the conditions gravaAiing in the area upto 1967,

In Uddanem eres ravolutiomery politics hod its origins

in the plains since it was sbundant with Cashew and
caconut trees, Decause of 188 trees and proximity to

sea, it was celled “udaysnovenex® (means gorden) snd

it slowly beceme Uddsnam (informstion based on inters
view), Boddapadu was the kayunéa%ra to the rovolutionary
mavement.19 T. Conapathl leader of the revolutionary
moverent hailed from this villoge, Hext to Pervathie
puran Uddenom was the place where revolutionary movee
ment $ook place but in low key and thet toe wus conm

fined te the mgndaaa agency pockel only. P« Erishne
Murthy, Subba Rao Panigrahi. who inspired tribals

through his burrakathsa °Jamukula Hetha vas & revolus
tionary poet of that time came from Orisse and settled
down here, P, Krishnemurthy, T. Genapathd, S. Panigrahi
were the dbackione to the sovement in the area, They orgee
nised pessant associeations, mgricultural labourers ecnocio-

tions and some youth assccliations,

19 Statue erccted in the memory of the martyra, who
logt their lives in the movement, stends in the
midat of the village till day,
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, The Zsnindari oysten was obolished in 1948, Few
people who owned large tracts of lend leased the lends
by suction, The middlemen who had money took thess
lands on lesse and cub-let to the poor peasants,

These middle men fixed the amount to be paid by poor
peasents and in the process he got the double amount,
For cxample & middleman gets a particular picce of
coconut tree fgf #.50/~ ond subwleased for 13,100, For
cultivating the crop, some investnent was needed, He
cdvanced scme amounts whonever the pecsant needed money
and prepared e 1list of these dedts, The peasant had to
pay the required smount Airrespective of whether the cerop
was a bumper or o fallure, The neney Qender tampored
with the gre?ared 1ist taking adventege of illiteracy
ond fguorance éx the possants, Some middle peasants who
owned pieces of lands were lent money by the middlemen
to cultivate thoses londs by churging compound interest
wltinately approprioted their lands for not heving ree
paid the debte, T, Ganepothi and P, Krishna Hurthy
fought some struggles ageinst the colloction of taxse
during drought conditions ic the Uddonsn area in 1967.%0
Abject drought conditions prevented the people from
cultivating their lends, Lespite the land ceiling legise

20, Informotion hased on interview,
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lation in Kamborigens village of palass divioion, one
landlord owns 300 acres of land even taéay;21 There
wore few instonces like thie, Agnikuls ﬁshatriyag,
RKintala Kalingas, Yadavas, Borugan Relingas live in
this area, Haojority of ihe people éra agnikulo
kshatrivas (fishermen}, . They live op fishing and
‘borrowed money from the moncy lenders to inveet in
thﬁir profession, The money lenders eXploitud then
by chérg&ug exhorbitant rotes of interest, Most of
the people from this ceste in this ares Jodned the
novenent, T, Gapapatl also belonged to this caste,

The coconut and ecnshew ftrees played & role drive
ing some people to Jein the movemens, Hest of the lamd
was uwnad‘by sone of the Harworis whe came from Oriasa
and settled there. Sone middlemen took the trees to
"Gutta (meens Xéaﬁxng the gardens for & fixed period)
and in turn sub-lct them %o others, These piddlienen by
providing necessary inveatmant demanded fixed returns
ond when the people fofled to pay the rent owing to
drought conditions, whatever little property they had

was seized,

e

s N Information boscd on interviow,
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By November, 1568, poor pa&esaﬁa* discontent was
widespread, In the organisation, P. Erishnanurthy wes
in charge of the area, He was obly ssoisted by hls wife
P, Nirmala, She led an operation imvolving the gutting
away}bz crops ¢f money lenders, The first orumed struggle
in the erca was on 24 Hovember, 1968 et Gerudabhadra in
Kastibuggs police statian_limits.zz led by P, Nirmsla and
5, Panigrabl with some 10 youths participeting in it
from the villages of Marripadu, Boddaspadu, Rejan, Eore
lier to this P. Rirmala Qrgéﬁiseé a procescion in which |
she wats humiliated by the lan&lerd.23

The armed azctions bxaugﬁi in direct eénirentatiaa |
with the police, On Decembor 10, they claghed with the
police ot gtbli hilis of Porvoethipuram agenty. On
12 Decenber, police opened fLire killing two tribaels in
the Pulpati hills, On 20 December, when police entered
Balleruguds village hundreds of tribals fought with the
police and forced them to retreat, The tribals were tought
. to follow guerrilla warfore ord not to coniront the police
dircctly. VYhen police sgain entered the Aviri ores tridels
iiréd from the bushes killing onc cenatahlé.z# The struggle

22, Crime 110,68 of P,S, Karibugge, FIR of 20
Decenber, 1968, -

23, Informetion buced on interview.

24, “Srikekulem Cowmrades Report®, Liberation,
vol,1I, no.2 {December, 1668}, S
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embraced 100 to 800 square miles of the distrlct.gs
From Novesber, 1968 to February, 1968, armed struggles
continucd in Pervathipuram, and Pathapotnan areas,

In Jonuary, 1969 Charu Mejumdar who visited Srie
kakulam to meet the loeders deserided Erikekulam ae
the "Yensn of Indio®, He considered Irikskulaem to
te 8 base and Baid thot start had been made for the
liberotion of the country, He cccused the state
lcadership of having undorpnined by not giving encugh

encouragement,

Veanwnlle, on 7 February, T, %agi fleddy?s group
was dipslfilisted from AZCCCR led by Cheru Mozundsr,
Trree reosons were agssigaced (1) Npgi Reddy and bhis
followers are ot loyal to CpC, (2) They were ot
nost according lukewarn support to the siruggle of
“rikakulan instesd of cwning end glorifying it, |
{3) T, Hogl Reddy xhxlaﬁ to cowply with thé coordinge
tion comaittee’s resolution sceking his reaignation'_

- from the A,P, assenbly within two months, Ashis Kumer
Ray and Marcuse Frandas, who opined thut the severing

of relations with T, Negl Reddy was an outcome of a

25, Biplab Dge Gupts, R‘gﬁﬁ Pl



107

tuscle over the lesdership, 1s not whelly tru@.zs

AICCCR muet betweon Februsry 2«7, rossed twe
resolutions (1) “besic differences” between Ltoelf and
Andhra Committee, (2) There wes a need for o party =
"without n revelutionary party, there can be no
revolutionary discipline antd without revolutiosnary dite
cipline the strugpgle ¢an not be ralsed to higher
level®, 27

| Srikakulem district committee which mot betwwen
11~13 Februsry, 1969 decided to extend the movement to
ploin arsas and to snateh erms and amnunition frem the
police., It also divided Srikakulen disirict inte four
aress of operation of guerrills squeds, Those were
(1) Bobbili ares covering Bobbili Zalur taluke; (2)
Parvathipuran greg comnisting of the forest tracts

of Pgrvathnipuran, Pelakonds, ?sthapatﬁam Taluks,

(3} Sompeta area covering the entire Uddonam region

from Pplase to Iﬁbapuram.za

26, Roy Asis, S. Kumor, ZThe Sprine , 4 ,
Minerve Associctes (Calcutta, 1975, P 145
Harcuse Fronde -« Radicol Qeiztica xn ﬁeat Bangal.

1T Press {(London, 19??). Pe 132,

27. "Resolutlion of the AICCCR® = Liberationm, vel.11,
no.3, (Morch, 1969), p.6.

28, Naxznlite Concpiracy Case, a.18,;ﬁ,17.‘
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The h@uég]af @ noncy lender wes Folded under the
lesdecshin éif?. Rrishuamurthy, T. Ganapathi, on 24 larch,
1969 in Bdth#ﬁuram.and progisory notes worth one lekh
wero hurnt,%? In Pudmeopuran near Hendasa another londe
lord nameﬁ(ﬁgfﬁutgananﬁam's-hauaa woas attacked snatch-
inp eway méé,ﬂﬁﬁ and o gun on 19 ﬂpril; 1969, Bethuna
Bhina Reo of Boddapodu was attacked end killed o5 he

was susp&ctaﬂ'af being police informant,

A, Koilaseo and HVR Murthy went back and made an
pbortive attempt to kill 2 landlord in Gouripuram in
Bobbill area, In Badevelasa they plamned to spatch away
the properties of three local landlords but could not do
g0 a8 the police got prior inforustion, Since the police
represoion was let loose in the ares, it bDecame inoperge
tive for the guetriila squadns and they r&treateﬂ to the

Bgency,

Feontime in the Parvothipuran egensy area, the
aovenent surged forward with aany'attaans against voneyw
lendersg, landlords and shopeheepers, VFrﬁperty of the
landlords were pelzed and distributed emonget the tribals
on February 1969, Vittel Prasad o money lender and 8lso a

29, Cripe No,17/15 of P.5, Boruva, FIR of
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police infermept wos killed, Thue the revolutionaries
kiiled or étﬁémpteﬁ to kill all those who wérﬁ suspeocted
of collusion with the police, They attacked police
canps ot Ba&l&v&ﬂa and Vobonge on April 11 and Hey 3,
1969 respectively, |

Charﬁ Mazumpder visited Andhra in February. 7The
meeting took place st Guttikends on 2 February - 2 Morch,
1969, Stote Coordimation Committee wos formed with
Ce Ta;es%aru Rao as the Convencr, P. Krishno Murthy and
He &ppalo Suri were put in charge ¢f the trikekulom
district,?” State comsittee 4id not include the leader
6f the Srikekulam movement, V, Sotyanarayane, ag he was.
having some differences with Charu Nezumder on the

nature of orped struggle.

In pursuence of its earlier resolution to form &
revolutiemary partiecs, the AICCCR wet between 19 and
22 ond foraed Comsunist Porty of India (Harxiste
Leninist). (The loopholes in the formation aré dige
cussed in the foliowing Chapter). It announced the
dissclution of the Coordinotion Committee after setting
up & Lentral Crpenising Commitlee to hold the first

30. lhHexalite Caﬂapiracy Case Charge-sheet,
0. 184 P15,
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Congress of the party at an appropriate t&me“.gﬁ Formal
announcement wac nade in the 1 May, 1969 in Celcutta

ey Doy ralig b, Kanu Sanyal, the Hexslbari lceder

and ?harn Mazumder was its Cheirmen, In e politicel
reaolutien,éﬁnyteﬂ, the Indlon siote wes charaatefiaed
a5 the state of big landlords end covprodeur bureeucrotic
capitalints end that its government wan o lackey of US
imperioliem ond Zoviet Socielist ipperisalism, It wes
algo stoted that the Indian revciution at the present
stage was the pooplets Depocratic revolution, the nain
content of which wap the agrarian rcvaiutien, the gbollie
tion of feudalism in the countryside, It describe@ {ts
Chief responelbility as that of orpganisation of peoocone
try and advancing towards seizure of power through the
armed struggle; the basic tactic of the struggle would
be guerrille varfare, It firamly rejected parliamentow
rionisn, It will be a secret end undergrouand party.
Keeping ito mein codrop underground, £t will utilise

all possible lepgal copportunities for siruggles but under
no circumstances functicn epeaiy. It would be rurcl
based 8o thot it con rouse the pesgentry to wage guerrille
vars unfold the ggrarian revelution build liberated

rural bsses, use the contryside to encircle the cities

3 “Comnunique of the AICCCR", Liberstion, vol.Il,
no.3, {May, 1969}, pe3. '
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and finally capturc cities”, 32 A nunber of revalutiangry
"grﬂupa opted out of the new party and mointalined separate
exintence, Those i:clude Andhra Prodesh, Kerola, ,f
end Maherashtra, | ﬂ/
7
in the peantime, Srikakulanm movenent was qhking
hendway progress ag the ettocks were belng contiﬁued.
AICCCR provincial Committee meeting was held at’?iaakaw
potnan from 14 to 16 Hoy. 1t decided to axéentvthﬁ
arsed struggle from the hill oreos to the plains, It
2180 decided to seize londlords® property lends and
crops, Lastly it decided to annihilote landlords
(until then there were stray incidents of landlords
being kilied) police personnel srd pelice informents
and also to aifiliate the committee to the nowly forned
| party of Choru Hazundar - CPI(ML). V. Sstyenoraysna
and A, Railasan were sboent in the meoting, Heported
differences over nature of armed struggle stated to be

one o0f the reasons for their abstention,

In carrying fofward the new tasks set up by the
CPI(NL) ¢iotrict unit, the Socpetn arca delams lcd by
P, Rrishnamurthy executed two notoriocus monmeylenders,

who happened to be brothers in Broivanka and rupees

32. Politicel Resolution of the CPI(ML), Liberation,
VQIQII, noeH (nﬂy, 1?@@' 9050
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two lakh worth promisory notes were huraﬁ.ﬁB After five
doys other incident, P, Krishnamurthy one éf the fouliw
ders of the perty snd a mesber of C,0.C, wes killed,
Police claimed that he woe killed in en encCounter
whereas CPI{ML) slleged that F, Krishnepurthy and

bis essoclaten wore murdared.3ﬁ Sempete area guerrille
oguads were reorganised under the leadership of T, Cange
pathi, Dr, Chegontl Bhoskera Rag and P, Vasoudeva Rao,

T @#napathi was elected as new sres secretary. Five
squeds operaicd in ﬁh& ares, 7The annihilstion proe
gremne was carried on in Akkupeill, Goundapursn, Bhavonle
purame In sl these villages, lendlords were publicly
trialled, UDslon lepder used to punch the body of the
landlords which was followed by the squad pembers killing
then for their mieﬁaeﬁs.35

Parvethipuren sgency iaplemented the distriét comtile
ttee’s decision by conducting attnchks on Thumball,
Lohayole and Palukends killing of moneylenders land
lords continued, They distributed money and proporty
spong the people thereo. |

- 33, Crime Nos,31 and 32769 of P.8, Ichapuren

34. *Flapes of Peoples® Ver Burn Brightly in
Srikakulem®", Liberation, vol,II, no. (Auguct, '69),

35. Informotion beoed on interviews,
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This wos the mace phase of the Srikskulom revoluw
tionary gﬂ&emen&, Hundreds of people participated in

the promed pctions,

The State mochinery imnediotely plunged into
getion to curb these ectiviti=a. Top level committee
neaded by Andhrn Chief Secretary, M.T. Raju, Home
Secretary, £, Zrishnn Swami and Inspector Genoral of
Police, Atmo Kem wen formed. Atma Hen vieited the Pare
vathipubam agency end suggesied strong measures to curb
rﬁbel_activitieaﬁﬁﬁ Cu June 7, 1369 Parvathipurac agency
wap declared ac disturbed arsza, By August, the vhole
. area §ampr$smé Fothopatnam, Sompeta, Tekkalil, Iéhapum,
Palokonda and Pervethipuram wers covered under the sct.
Joint operations of Andhra Spetiel Armed Police, the
CEPF and Orisse militery polics, wore teken up., Folice
started conbing operotiong in the disturbed arcas espe-
cinlly Pervathipuran end Seompeta, Indiscriminate agrresto

were nmade,

Repression mounted by the police ferced them to
declare the police persomnel defending the réactianarg
landlords and government, Hence the attack was shifted
from attack on landlords to the ottack on police pere

sonnel, By June 1969 activities of the revolutionaries

Apreg (Bﬁikﬁ»), 19 Hay, 1969,
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centred around pttacking police, The months of Hay,
 June and July witnossed physical cleshes between the
police and revolutioraries. In sone areas, police
were forced to retrest baock temporarily, By June,
1969, there were 300 guorriilss in the central squads,

Charu Hezundor pruised the Srikekulem movenent
a8 "tne forerunner of the Indian liberotion®, He
seid that the class struggle wes ot 1ts pesce police
were protecting the reactionary stete, Taking cue
from the movement, by June, 1969, he theoriscd that
the ”annﬁh&l&t&cn of the londlorde 45 the highest
forn of class strupgie, He wished Lo crecte pore and

oore Srikekulam in every part of India,

After mid-July, 1969, the movement showed the
signs of decline, The direct coﬁxfantatznn~w1th supe=
rior poelice cost them, On the one hand stepped up rodds
on the villeges, arresting suspected persone, filing
cases etc,, and on the hand govermment took BSome deve-
lopmental prejects like construction of roads, bridges,
culverts, building schools ete. Rice ord wheat were
freely distributed, several losns were g;v%n end they
wore subsequently comverted into graﬁxa;f Lands,

-bullocks, ﬁeéds. fertilisers, egr&eultur@l'iéélaments
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were distributcd, Housing schemes wure taken up, Inw
tense police patrolling forced guerille squads %o

step bock, Fron 2:ind July to 4th August, Kamu Sanjel
and Souren Bose vislited the agency area addressed the
sguads neetings, 'By this time the diffcrence between
original Srikakulem movement builders V, Setysnsravana
and A, Kallasan on the one side and C, Tejeowora Reo,
Kagabhushon Patnaick cte,, now entronts on ﬁhe other
side were developed, V, Satyanayeng opposed the indie
vidual ennihilatlons by conspitorisl methed and small

squad actions, However, the differenco were patched up,

A meeting ves orgonised by COC, CPI(ML) between
Septenber Dth ond 9th im Calcutta Qnicﬁ wat attended
by C, Tejleswora Rao and ¥, Appela Suri, . I%'iirmly
stood by Srikekulem movement ond scked the revolus
tionaries to intonsify the guerrille warfare ond anni-
hilation of class enemies, In October, ?éﬁg, @ confew
rence of squand cotmenders ond party argan&ae}a vas held
at fegondo hills of Parvathipuren agen@y.' V.;5atyanara,
yone become oecretary of the reeon&tituéeé;agaa¢y con._ i~
ttoe, It expresced strong reselve to céyrﬁaon the detors
ained fight, After threec months of ztag@aﬁign, they
‘attocked landlords of Podda Buddidu villoge l_«,ni\:z\:ﬂar the

porsonal supervisicn of V, $azyanarayana}§n¢\ ‘w Kailenban,
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1In Zompeta arca nttacks were cConducied on Banjora
Yuvarajepuram berdering Mahendregirl hills and killed
& landlord named &, Appenna by the guerrillas scuads
led by T, Osnepathi snd P. Vasudeva Rep, In Farvathi-
puram ngoncy H, Hohen Reo, President of Eesthampet |
Porchayat Samithl wos killed as he‘uaﬁ suspocted of
helping police, Fourtsen policencn were killed o
efght et Nidagallu bills, three at Barlegi and two at
Bandalaguds, N

T, Gazmgaibi sné¢ Br. Chogenti Bhaskara Hoo were
killed on 19 December, 1969. In the same month, C, Tejesw
wara Hao was arr&atsd.38 He had second thoughte over
the sanihilation of landlerds. P. Wirmela ﬁnd 5, Pani=
grahi were killed on 3rd August, ?hi& was ¢ big blow
to Sompeta ores @ammiﬁtéa. Dr. Hallikharjunudu shoule
dered the rogponsibllity of the area assisted by squad
lesders D, 4Appaleswanmy, U, Malléﬁsara fiso, By Janusry,
1970, the entire povement wes restricted to the Porvathie
puram hills arca, HWith the death of £réat rark leaders
of the district, the full responsibility of the movement
had fzllen on ¥, Ystyensraysha,. He ccnt&ﬁéﬁd to lead the

" movenent with his reservations on amﬂihllatihp line gnd

AW
[y
.

38, Prepently he is ip the vxsahhapatna@f.éhtral
Jail and epplied for the adnission into CPX(M).
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eo small squad sctions profounded by Charu Mazunder,
Police Chorge Sheet showed Yaltogether from 24-11«68
t0 30-3-1970, 34 murders, 83 dacoities ond several
sbductions wore GQMmitt&d-39

The cosusitics of leadership were on on increase
by June, 1970. In April, 1970, first firet CPI(ML)
Congress was held, In that Charu Hezundar was eiectéal
gs the Chalrman of theo party., Central Comnittee was
formed, A, Kailasam, V. Satyonarayann end §, Appals
Suri were elected to the Contral Copmittee TPI(HL), In
early June, 1970 MVE Hurthy shot deed in an encounter
wvith the police, 7This wap the first death of real
police-sguad eneaunt@r,ag In Sonpeta area in Attukote
villege on 10 June, an attack was nade on elandlord and
property verth B,%0,000 wes scized, 7This was followed by
two aan&htlaiiona in the agcney ares one at Tulasivalaea;
another st Nandivelase on 11 June. On 10 July, 1970,
V. Sotyanarayann aend A, Ketlasam were killed in tho Boru
hills. V, Mglleswara Raeg, Ir. Mellikbarjbusu, D, Lppelo-
swany were killed on 15th July. ﬁith this entlire Soupeta
area was liquidated, on 24 July, 1970, L. Hagabhushan
Patnolk ond M, Appela Surd Erikekulem leaders, went Lo
plead with Charu Hozemder the mood of the local cadres,

39. Rexelite Comspirecy Case Charge Sheet, 0.8, p.5.
40, Informstion based on intervicws,
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But ¢t ey were arrested, After the death of V. Batyae
nBroyena, ﬁﬁjer&m Reddy (alies Krishna Reddy) was
clected as CPI{ML) Porvathipuram area Cecretary,
$§uaﬁs vere organised, Arika Somulu who wes the

sgued leader lod daring attacks in the gsgency erea,

lome attacks were conducted in the apgency aren
in the enrly 1971 under the leadership of Arike Zonulu
and Krishno Reddy., With their death, the movepent cage

¢ an end,

Meantine, the differencos arose gmong the close
associates of Choru Mozumder, aulmdnating in overt
dissensions in the roeks of CPI{HL) st the Party's 1st
Congress ip May, 1970. Sushil Roy Chowdery ond Heru
Sanyal reported differed with Cheru Mazumdar on aa&&him
lation line, they that mess struggles ond poilitical
conpCiousness among the people at precondition for toking
up ennihilations, By July, 1970, Gissident activity
was ¢n the incresse with Cheru Mazumdar haiﬁg subjocted
to ncaling attack through circulation é&zumenﬁs by
Ashish Chotterjee end S, Neroyena Singh, With the
expression of discontent and conflicting views by more
and more state comnittees, Cheru Mgzumdar was reduced
to o ninority in CPI(HL) Central Committee, 1971'Bangla-
desk war brought abeut further divisions, Charu Mazumdar
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was,&xﬁelled froz the party by the CPI{ML) Central
Coprittee in Hovember, 1971. Satyonsrayans singh
was elected n8 Secrolary in ki place,

In August, 1971, Srikekulon revolutiomnsries,
regional plenun wes conducted under P, Vasudevs Reo's
leadership?! 1t reviewod the situction snd opined that
the heavy losses were result of sm adventurist sectarisn
militery line ond neglect of orgenisation., It sided

with CPI{ML) led by Sntyenerayapa Singh,

Thus the Srikokulam movenent which was guided by
Charu Mazumdar turned ageinst his line by 1972.

41, Pnsoing «~ Zelf Criticol Report, $rikékulam
RNegional Plenum CPI{ML) (August, 1973).



SRIKARULAL REVOLUTIOKARY KHOVEMENT « AN ASEESSHERT



~’xxHtryree:sz.a,t*':S:iit;mzm;v;v smovement had many fecets to it in
Srtxéknlam; It was led by a breskeway group of CPI(#)
thus tataing a part of the Mooist movement proper,

fport fron this, wes the fact that Moolso as an
ideology end. strategic and tactical fromework did not
panetéétg Srikekulen from the very begimning, The
struggles led by the locsl lesaders belonging to CPI(H)
eoﬁlé»be_aaia 10 be nerely exten&iag;e wore militent
version of CPI(l)'s programze., It is only when the
militants were sought to bo curbed by the CPI(l) leg-
deréhip, thet thoe Srikakulen arse becsme an indepondent
Unit;ax the Hoolots. Though there were irdiel contacts
between Srikekuleom leeders and those leading the Hpxole
barli struggles, but by no means tho radicel struggle
in Srikekulem could be described zs s continuation of
the Nexulbarl episode. |

The initial contects however were exploited by
Charu Hozundar and other loaders of the Haxalbari
movenent to defend the c¢loavage slready existing bote

ween tho Srikekulom district connmittee and the Andhra
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State rebel committee lod by T, Bogl Reddy.

Hence we witness that slmost all the attempis,
1£ this rather brici yéfxcd, though not woll plonned
and clearly thought out, were meant to be propagonda
ploys to exaggcrate tho success of the ﬁaéalhari
leadership.

In this bockgroundé it peems rether ironic that
the entire movoment in Srikekulanm had come fto be
known gp Hexalite., The fact is that it wes Srikekulen
glorified as the Yenan of India which really provided
a strong base to theo propor “Naxelitea®, who it would
be renmesbered wore forcoed by circumstances to give
up their originpl libocrotion struggle from the Couhw
try side of the Nexalbard itself,

| However, 11 we take a deeper and s more organic
view of the situction 1t lo not all thet ironic,
Firatly, Srikekulem movement was in ite main thrust
and organisational foran independent of what was
bepponing in Naxalbari, Even the split within the
CPI(1) leadership was also indépenﬁﬁnt. It would be
recollicctod that the leaders from the Andhra {tete
Comndttee lod the poworful radicnl discident factions
at the CFI{(M)'s ﬁurdwﬁn.Plenﬁm.
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Even in terms of history of the appllcation of
the idess of the Hoo Too=tung to Indian conditions,
the first attempt was rotheor made in Telongans sround
1946~52, MNMohon Ram provides ample cvidence to support.
the coniention that the hnistory of o ®Heoist line for
Indic® begen with the Telongana pessants srmed strus
gele, though the loter Hexsclite lesdership prominontly
among them Charu Hazumdar never ovorlooked *this' part
of nistory. It should be noted however that At wos a
solf-contradiction to tolk im terms of continuing the
‘glorious tradition of Tolangenat and at the some time
talk about o *¢leon break with the pmst' by lesding
the atrugegle in Siliguri,

To dbriefly rocapitulaete the hislory of ﬁhe COlim
trovergisl Indion Haolst moveponty L% was only in the
cecond phose of Telangann struggle thet Heo's ideas
were sought to be appliod, cortain lesders of this
. movement asround 1C4B made o serious study of the ensays
by Mao Ise-Tung ond particulerly of thone written by
Liu “hie Chi, Esaeonce of this iine consisted of the
multi-claoss allionce, giving s significont role %o the
pegsantry ond en enphaesiz on the *protracted srmod

struggle' as sgeinst clossical Russian insurrectionary




22

path, The controversice in this pericd within the
Contral leadership of the Comrmunists were not only
marked by & gonuine nutuel misumderstanding but also
gross opportunisn omong them, Some of thenm, even |
clatning originality, had no serious rovoluticnary pest

opart from an experience witbin the perty buresucrsey,

At the root of this controversy wos the hesitas
tion of the JSoviet loadership in preoviding clear and
unaablguous strategic and tectical guldelines to the
colonial people strugpline for pationel independence,
especially so &n the case of India, By the end of the
war though 1t was cleer that Mao wa# heading for a vicw
tory, Hoscow it seens never took it as a meriocus possie
bility ond much lecss goave serious sttention to its likely
implications in the future, B8y now it 15 an cstablished
foct that MHeo's success came a8 o foit sccompli to a
bowildered Stelin, who slmoest consistently ignored the
importance of the radical Loadership in China, The
1927 debacle wns chocking enough to the Chinese enmmuniai
ieaderchip, ﬁho naier again dopended on outside guidence,

After the ¥ar there were two digtinct experiments
in the world communint movement sport from the classical
Russion movement, The Feople's Democracies in Eastern

Lurope ond lew democracy of Mgo Toe Tung. Precisely,
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during this pericd the Russiens for the first tige reaw
lised in actunl practice tho theoreticaleideclogical
significence of Lenints long stonding werning asgeinst
any machenical copying qg the Russian nodel. But this
realiaatién did not givétbirth to any new proviapetic
guidelines immediately. In other words, this is 8160

a brief period of Moscew's hegitotion = pore procisoly -
indesciciveness 4n shoping it own foreign policy &8
well a8 the ways and pcans of palnBaining 1ts leading

role in the world comaunist movenent,

In global terns, that US4 came %o ocoupy & leade-
ing role within the world capitalist syctem after the
Cecond Yorld ﬁar. The colonies which were explofited
by the British or some other luropesn colonial power
geinod politicsl independence, in the midetwentieth
century. But their political econcmy continued to
recain c¢logely linked to the metropoliten capitél&a%
powers, Dut with the emergence of the USA asAa doninent
Yorld Power, a new situntion develeped, The USA bocame
2 seriously influential footor in determining tho domese
tic as well as exteransl policy of the newly liberateﬁ
¢olony. The torm “Anglﬁuﬁmarxenn izperislisn®, theugh
8 coinage of on carlior origin bocase & pet themo in

the communiot movement with all its politicel aml ideolow
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gicpl onbigultics, The CPI for instance éid not recoge
nise 1947 ou the yeor of Indopondence ond continued to
trand the Hehru governnent not only oe & British

puppet but 2lee as o stooge serving the Aserican
intorests as well., It 48 not at sll vurpricing sgainst
this background of "militant anti-imperialisn® that
there was o possibility of the co=exictence of divergent
apd often mutually contradictory ldeologicalwpolitical
currents within the CPI,

B.7T, hkonndove, who repleced the ellogedly raforn'
mist P.C, Joohi, started propounding his own scheme of
Indisn revolution which was more or less on the linos of
the cleossical Russian revelutionary model, Hence his
cmphesis on the working class ard on incurrection es
the tacticel line of ormed struggle. By now the dige
credited Jeil-brephing incideonts resulting in largescale
loss of humean life copocially in West Bongel were corried
on es o part of this on~going insurrection, At tho ssnc
tivme (.4, Dange wos propounding his own theory of multie
clese fremework apgelntt the Ronsdave's lesdership. Telanw
geno peasants armed struggles had begun in 1946 with én
entirely lecanliscd sirptegic échaaa. it is no surprise
that all the throo dominent currents were not only co=
oxisting witbhin the CPI, but also firecely clasghing with
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each other,

Luring this ontire pericd we should note that
the P did not have any clsar-gut progremse vhot o
ever, Thero ware only contingent plens without beConw
ing part of an overall strategy. In 1948 there wase the
Police Action in Hydorsbod, but this along with the
Troncfer of Power in Delni, did not alter the course
of Telangens ernad struggle snd within one year cane
the vietory of tao T8¢ Tung in Chine which gave boost
to the Telsngons lenders who hed then sought to apply
Hao's $desn, Ronndove was forced to condenmn the Andhra
leadership and for sonme reogon or the other lounched
on attack on Moo hiumself, Hostcow's connivence in
these antics mnpot be specinlly loteted, Some Sovict
thapraticlana ¢id support the atiack on Hao but their
main emphasis was in ony case ageinst on attempt at
the universal spplication of Mao's idesees It was tokon
to be only a local oxperionce which cen enrich the under=
standing of the colonial rovelution but can never be
ipplenented as such,

in the sumror of 1950, the Cominform endorsed.
the Chincse line ané that led to the downfall of Ronte
dove and his rmpiacement by €. Hajooware Rao, the
Andhra leader, The now leadership offfcially apologiscd
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to Mao and glso decleared lew Cemocracy as the nmodel
for Indie, The former General of the CPI, P.C. Jozhi
with the iopliclit support of the British communist
lenders, R.P. Dutt bogen his attack on Ranadéva line

85 well ob on the aew enthusisem for Hae Tse Tung.

Ye can sumsaricce the ideclogical debate in this
poriod with threo doninant themes: (a) the importence
of the aaaané for liﬁguistic provinces vigeg=vig th§
CPi's strategy; (b) the difforentietion within the
bourgecisioy (o} differcntiotion within the peasantry,
#11 the throe thenes would be viowed as gropling towerds
a redefinition ¢f pulti~clacn olilance as the basis of

the tronsitional democratiec stage of the revolutianq1

As wo nove elready soid thzs-iﬁ-baiy an attempt
ot redoefinition of whnt {8 ¢ollcd the colonial guestion
ag debated in Comintern st ito second Congress in 1920,
The origincl draft thesis wos prosented by Lenin and
after privote discussions with M.N, Roy, Lenin felt
thot certain inadeguacien naoy be removed and ask the
lotter to prepore a cot of supplementary thesis, Vith

Te For clear discussion of this period could be
found in Herrison H, Celig., Intic =~ the Host
Lonperous Pecedes, Oxford Univerelly Press
jadras, 19od), Also, Ray fgpmen, Peling
nd the Indion Com-uni shing
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sone modifications both wore sccepted by the CQﬁgraas.z

Tho Police Action in Hyderabad had its impect,
The hunen toll cem@ailﬁd the CPI leadership to have
secornd thoughts, and delegetion conslating of £,4, Daenge,
AJoy Ghosh, C, Rojeswars Roo ond I, Bssaeva Punnelan left
for lioscow to have coneultation with the CPBU, N,A, Susiov
led the Soviet side with otcansional interventions on
the port of Stolin, As o result of thiv confabuletion
thoe armod aerﬁgsie in Telengens wep withdrewn (orms
wore also surrcndered) and comzunicts werc allowed to
porticipate in the first national penerel clections, 1952,
A ototcment of policy was isoued in 1951, Thot this ie
the first ever progromse of the CP1 has been largely
ignored by everyono glnost in all the ptudies on comman

niot movenent,

Thus the dbriocf oxperimont in Maoisin hes buen
abruptly folded up, though this continues to be a centrsl
point in the intor-communist controversies. The entire

exporience in the porliamcntary democre¢y led only to

24 Leausse, H.Gs =~ Jchran, u.ﬁ..‘ggrxism and Asio,
ﬁdhikari, G.C, Locument of the History of the
*fﬁalo;ica; ari;ina_;’

Se
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the recognition of what can be colled Hight doviotion,
Coupled with the Sino-SHoviet oplilt largely sround the
sape themes thers wos o split 4in CPI in 1564, Once
agoin the now pérﬁy did not conduct & full flcdged
iﬁeolngiaai dlocuscion far‘%hr@gviang years. The

yeayr 1966 w&s_aniy a brood éivaﬁa'batween Kight and
Leit teken ac 5 whole, ane\three yeor ideslogicel
confucion fnevitobly led to a second split within the
Lofit, thet is the CPI(R). The three year gep and

its proctical political impoct on the choping of tdece
logicald strupgle and zctual contont of the ideoclogicol
position ﬁel& by the aéminanﬁ CPI(i1) lendership is
5t111 an interesting point to be debated hers, Hohan
Fen. end ﬁan@rahjan ﬁahantyvth@ugh in partial ogrecoent,
giva eﬁherwiﬁe tyo different views of this problem, %e
chould cone bock to Lt et & loter stsge vhon we discuss
the forustion of the CPI(HML).

| __ﬁa# wo will take a gulck survey of the ideclogical
strngg;e‘within CPI{#1) snd variocus Soctors which have
iﬁfiuqﬁgé& this atruggie, The Sino=-Soviet oplit vory
5nam£§ﬁg§ #eyonﬁ\iéﬂoiegicaz terans, ané;China cmergod

as s iﬁ%ﬁd force to be reckoned with by both ULA end
u%;ﬁ. .§§9 Compunist Party of China*s (hereafter it

would be mentioned os CPC) interventions Sn the internsl
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struggles of other communist partics hed more dimene
sions thon mere ideology. It is the same cose with
CPSU, Thus the neod of foroign policy snd ideologie
cal doninatlon were 5o clogely interdwined that nore
often than not ideology ie only the iﬁ;am.tn ERPIOLE
concerne of real pelitlk, including verious diplometic
ganouvre dealing vith foreipn govermments snd xércian
¢cmmunzeﬁ.par§iam. Thus nationalisp proved to be oore
poweriul both in toroes of emotional oppeal and socioe
political a8 woll o5 coonomic contont, Here we sholl
confino ourcelves to that pericd of world communisn
ond foviet and Ghinéna forcign policies which io dircctly
.relavani to our zludles, Thus though we sre clearly
avere of tho significence of the pre-ifecond TYorld Hor
period ~Ae3pﬂc£a11y Lonin's lost phose, the interiude,
the rout of the left opposition and~its physical liqui-
dotion ond consolidotion of Stelin; the porallol develope
ment8 in Chine c¢limaxing in tho dominance goined by Meoj
wo should only dea) with tho post-Second Yorld vYar phase of
. thiz continuous and uninterrupted history of communism
vhich will havo on im=edinte besring on our study,

A2 we have aliresdy noted, the Sinog-Soviat Conflict
has g long history « the outusl distrust of Stalin and
floe wae a significent factor in tho deepening of this
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rift, The esrly Soviot hesitotions and often contradice
tory views with regerd to éh@ assessment of tho relevance
of Chinese model to the oiher newly liberated countries
were partly the result of the inner perty struggles in
the Sovict Union in the wake of the iuminent desth of
Stelin pnd problume of succession - given of course

the fact that there was no single perﬁaaﬁl&ty whe could
confidently take over from Stelin., The latter devalop=
ments like "eollective lesdership” were only port of the
meak #&agenﬁe te tho rise of the doninont personality

in the Aslen part of the conzunist novenent, that is
Fgo-TI8e tung. In the beginning of this period both
Soviet and Chinese ¢ommuniot parties {after overcoming
their initial condemnotion of Nehru} edviscd thelr
Inélon counterpart to support the Panti-imporialists®
ang "penves-ioving® kehru governsent. Some of the mere
pronounced statements to this effect, 4t 48 now widely
accépteé within end cutside the comzunist circles, 1&6
to the rout of the Anchra Communists in the by-election.

Phe Liberation of Tibet and the initisl border
clashes etween Indio and Ching did give rise to sonme
| doubts sbout Nehru governsents! ¢less character, The
Sovieﬁ Undon supported the Chincee position initislly
and in fact worned the Indian communists egainst the
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intrusion of nlien idoologies like bourgeolie nationclism,
Dut precicoly it wes this sentiment which cventuelly
gripped the majority of the CPI1 while Seviet Unlow

alse firmly decided in favour of the ponition of the
Inﬁxan‘gavernment.b The border wor when it finally broke
out on a largescslo in 1962, resulted in the split in
the CPX, By tbeﬁ the Scviet efforts to unite both the
factions turned out to be e flesco despite Soviet intore
vention at 1961 CPl Congroos at Vijayawada and finally
oplit in 1964,

nough there were significont and explicitly
argued out differences between the two oections, yet
the CPI{I1)}, the neow party did not ¢ooc out with an ideo-
logicel dotunent dntil 1967, This gop provides even now
on interesting thome for a debate emong verious scholaers,
There 45 o consensus eh'at least one po&nt.ﬁ It &8s also
noted by sove scholers that the 1904 split witnessed
quitec o fow curious combination. Like the sarliicr
Haolots, C.R, Roo end g definite centrist hsving radicel
leanings remnined with Dange. On the othor hand, P, Rema
Hurthy who was orguing for a "nationel élatibrm‘tbr

4, For this we have to gee Bhaban&. S8en Gupta =
v&atrun&sm71n Inddon Politico, Young Asie
‘ ‘ ’ HBly Pp.53=58,

e Thﬂra is o coiculated move to keep the moderate
and the coentrlists whe broke ewsy from the CPI
but centinued to vatillate, Two such personne
litics are E.M.S, Hesboodriped and Jyoti Basu,

[TRY At
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peace end froedon® openly in the Perlioment, the sntie
tispiets B,7, Rensdove snd the stounchly anti-Chine
Muzzafer Ahsed (who brended Chine sgpressor) = all
thege Joined the new rodicsl Eﬁ@%ﬁ@ﬁ.s But Henorenjen
Fohonty says that there wore scute fdeologicsl diffe-
rentes between these two scctions end 1964 could mot be
terned a factional split. He also notes thset desgxté
the Tensli convention explicit stands to exclude any
ideological debote from. the proposed congress at Caloutta,
thore wore olready suificlent pelemics and explichtory
articles by CPI{K) leanders elatiiy&ng the ideologlenl
1ne, 7

But the importent ipsucs reised by Hohon HRam that
the Burdwan plenun document {idecologicel issues) was
predictobly and wes even inevitably to be “s poor show
of idoologicel scrobatics®, could be endorced only if
one accopts bis view of the pericd 1964«67, Paradoxie
eally Hanoronjen Hohanty apprévmgly quotes Mohan Rem

nwt/"

In fact there wat on erticle in g%%ggeg Dexocrocy,
August 29, 1969, steting to the effect that many
menbors in CPI(M) heaitated to openly comait the
party elther to the Chinese or to the Soviet .
positions, For this cée, Mohon Ram, n.3, p.211,
6. Ehﬁbani ﬁﬁn guﬁiﬂ:. n,k, pp.&ﬁ-ﬁg;

e ¥Moh
Stud
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to characterise this docunent so enti-foviet but not
pro«Chinose, The document quite obviocusly exenmined
only the Soviet positions snd sccepted the Thinese view.
The solitary cxception wns regerding the “"unity in '
action® 4n the case ﬁ£‘¥ie&&am, wheia CPI{M) disagreed
with Chinepe, Ag Hohan ham put "4t was antierevisionicn
seng Haolsm because the droft generslly %ook positions
vhich loys sonewhere between soviet genersl line and
Chinese goneral line", ®,..examined from the Soviet
povitions the draft con bo termed oo enti-roviclioniot
but viewed from Chinese pesition it might still be
revistonist®,®

Apart from thoe genorally accepted fact thot therc
were contradictory 1f not an entirély incozpatible
$deological currents continuing side by side within
CEI(M}, only one scholar Asish Kumar koy vontured to
suggest thet samé importont mesbers of the CPI(M)
leadership® not aseroly shut their eycs rather indule
gontly to the Haoists in the party.but\ectuaily ERGO U~
raged them by teking on anti-Soviet pesture in intere
notional comnunist movement by posing as an ultra left
within the party“;g

8. tiohon Ren, Hasisn in India, n.9, Chspter IV,
P+ 76,

G Roy, Acioh Kubar,, n.26, Chopter IV, p.45.
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But our viow i ﬁ@ut this indulgence was forced
on the lesderthip ond not due to tho redical posturos
of the leadership ftsoelf, Given the boackground of
idealogicol canfua&aﬁ end eiring of individuol opie«
niens cften contradictory, inevitahly ied to the
growth of redicslicm, In feet the CPI(M) documont
“On Left Doviation® adopted at Modurai, August 1967
took note of the ‘dangsrous’ pgrowth of desporate
trends which might load to in the first instance to
the confusion then dismptidn ond finally into a bresk.
It aloo geve Quite a few detalls of the existonce of
cueh pﬁrallal eentres working on the basisz of trends,
Then a fira decision wis token to hesten the prcceéa
of freezing the trends end the result is central commie
tiee's dreft for idoological diccussions, The CPI(Ji)'s
oguidiatonce wag from the bepginning a hopeless but conw
serted attempt not to take radicaliom in 21l 4ts poliw
tical, practicel 1mplipat&ans and consocquences, The
! trends? menﬁian@ﬁlln tho document were only & monifesw
totion of the pleusible implicetions of the 1967 split,
The concessions to moderaies, logicaliy.speaking, have
to e at the expence of redicalism,

Guite o few organisational irrcgulerities preceded
the Burdwsn plenum, The West Bengal could not hold a
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iJtate level plenum at éil while ninc out of sixteon dip-
-ﬁr&#ta wore allowed to knld;diatriat level 9lnnuﬁa. And
even £n those states wherc reguler pleonums were bheld,
the official leodership got a thin nmsjority, cspecielly
in Tanil Nadu ond Eersla. DBy then Of's own slternative
decupent iscued in the none of CPI{Mao group) dated

30th August, 1966, haod been rojected by state lendership
and quite o fow perallel centres and newspapers started

- ruming rothor regularly,

At Burdwen, the Andhrs aliernntive was rojlected,
Almost on oll the points of the officisl progremme, a
clenr deforence of opinion was exprossed: (a) on the
cless anolysis of the couniry, feudalism was no more
conpbdored g vestige or draging burden to be got rid
af,vbut was nov reparded as the main feoture of the
Indian coclioty; (b) from this it follows that the
Stete power wap sup;osed to be located in the hands of
the conpredore bourgeoisie end foudsl land lordes
{c) Agrarien rovelution conbined with militont working
class asotivity should bo the main form of struggles (4) |
" Greater omphosis wep laid on the extirs-parliiementary
forms of struggles; (e) Any kind of cooperstion with
a2ll shades of rovisionists should be atrictly avoided,
Triz oen be said to be Just on Indian application of the
Chincse genersl line of 1563, 1In this context it is
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interosting to note thot CPI{K) woo holding on to the
sanme goneral line pt leogst on the international iésnas,
ong it atlll does se. CPL{M) in fact d&d'nét, or one
should oven aay. sould not come up openly sgoinst the
spplicntion of this gencrsl line to the inicrngl situa=
tion, DBut they continue to bharp on 1851 statement of
policy could be termeé aop thelr desperate nossure like
holding on to the last Btraé. Curlicusnly Mohan Rap in
poth of his otudics dismisces as o more figloaf the

call to tako to pariilementerism. NMgnoranjian Hohanty does
devote ntlenst two pagas1g but only to show som¢ Ciffow
roence between the CPI{M) end the Hapolsts, But some ine-
herent ambiguitice in the document are ignored. 4 cone
glatent scrutiny would show thot 1t was more of an oprors
tunist compromise heovily indulging in Jargon-ridden

and sclf contradictory semontic gome, !

But the pro=
gramre of 1957 end especially the tactical line was no
pore tokon sericusly, Sundorish's benk12 strangely ree-
produces cortain passeges ompmittod from the publiahe&

voersion of the statenenia,

10. Hohanty, Hanoranjan, n,7, pp.68«70, 80, 82,

1. A large part of the document is reprinted now
as an appendix ettached to the CPI(B)'s
progronne,

12. Sundersyya, P., Lelangons Str

gle and 1ts
Lessons, {Calcutta, o |
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Thus talk about the betreying of the Telengans
ptrugglie will be o celf-defeoting excrcise unless one
soriously enalyees and then discards the 1951 documont
whiﬁh had originated in Hoacow, Curicusly enough Hanow
ranjan Hohenty's study 48 one such clear selfecontradice
tory product of such an analytical exercises which did
not take the origins of an error scriously enough, For
instance, he notes "even today CPI(M) end M.L. have
those ideological points in comson (opprositions to the
peaceful transition linﬁﬁ”‘13 On the other hand Bipladb
Das Cupta montions froz within the 1967 document only »
pne point that 1o the unity in action end mixos it with the
characterisation of Soviet Union es socisl imperiglist not
being nccepted by CPI(M), to Jump at a conclusion thet
the CPI was from the bdbeginning for from pro=Chinese. The
debate on secisl ioperialiom did not fLigure in the docu=
pent, 14 10 of lator origin in any cese, He also cites
CPI(M)*o position on tho cult of personality and on
Lin Play baing gppointed ’hﬂir‘ap’araat of Hao* {ho
takes of course sSome core to add tha words ®"in later
yoars®) to clarify the distange hﬂtwﬁen CPI(M) and Ghina.’ﬁ
13. Hohanty, Ranoronjon,, ﬁ.?, P.??, 7 & 78,

1%,  Biplob Dos Gupta, 2.6, ﬁnapggw iV, p.25.
| L
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This iz en excellent Lllustration of whot Issec Doustchor
would have called "confusing the cedre of the revolution®

for whatever reapons,

That both CPSU and CPC changed their attitudes to
the Indion gngrnment maré in keoping with their
respective foreign policy interest then in thelr offorts
to holp tho Indisn comsunists ioc guite evident, The
pre=1059 and post 1959 CpClae choracterisntion of the
mabrﬁ'g governnont had much to do with the incidents
in Tibet o8 well as on the border in the cast, The
Chinese attitude towardo tho Government of India in
1665 was also out of their own feors regerding proba-
ble U.S,«Soviet rivalry using the subwcontineant to
gocore 8 peolint agoinat China, Thet in this period therc
is an obscssion sbout en snti-Chins combine 48 too
obvicus, And this resulted in advoceting Hgolst path
for all the nowly liberoted countries. This is the gome
of real politik being pleyed too liternlly. It is bound
to be pisadvonturisc ond reslisstion comee in slways &
1ittle too 1nte. |

Lith the help of ®soliderity commitiee for Haxale
beri pessants liberstion struggle® formed in Cuntur by
group of oducated young men, the &XCGS& succeeded in
preventing any furiher caoperat&uﬁghetween Srikekulem
com:ittee and T, MNagl Reddy. AICCCR's leaders visited
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Guntur a5 woll 88 Srikakulsm, The lesdere fron Srikaw
kulam fell into thc hends of ATCCCR not only due to
their youthful militancy but olso due to such contine
gent problems like T, Hppl Roddy'g sttitude %o the
Cuntur comzittec, In this kind of an atmosphere
matual suspicions besed entirely aa»auhaeative €value
tian.aggla be footered in'ihn young minds Xeaaing to
the sfikakulam struggle. Even the experiented and
scnior colleagucs of Charu Mpzumdor were not emtirely
Irec irén'tha asubjectivion, as tha-coﬁtaamion or
rath&?'cgaﬁiﬁ admiscions mate by thope veory cene lege

ders at & vory later stege, uwakos it aiaar.‘ﬁ

?ho ﬂPﬁ 1taal£ gave rwthar nixed bluasinga to
the xﬂﬁiaﬁ nanifestatione of Baclioa, ﬁriginazly
“?pring thnndexﬂ was confined to Hﬁxaibari end proe
'dﬁadﬁd in the formation of ALCCCR Ltsels and after
ﬁhﬁﬂ strug§le fh&?ﬁ wog no pensant mevemen% in Heot
gﬁqgal wsrth.the noame, bxtending *ﬁaxalbari@ type
véiéggglea into other arcag wad only & slagan with
lat)nz amatiaﬁal connotation but devoid oz any poli=
’}Q7&1 contant. ?ﬁﬁ Srikchkulen atrugglc Y va have secn
1d the previcus chaptor wos an outcome of long drewn

i

1%, “"Open lettor to Party Comrades® written by Bix
leadors from Jpil, Asit Sen, An Approach to
Hazalbari, n.10. '
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strugegle. ESonme Telsngone district of AP, were nlso
carrying on armed ¢leshes, A}l these were indepcondent
of Baxalbari. Charu tiazuodor writing "On the one yenr
of Raxalbari”® Junc 1968 assertced thet the struggle woe
not for lands or crops but for selzure of political
powsr, But the CPC's viewe on the *objectives! of
Raiaibar& types strugglest ran counter te Charu Fezune
darts, 1In an erticlc published in Peking Revicw as late
as Jamuory 31, 1969, the Chirese savw the fight agoinst
the brugol repression of foudal lords end state machlie
noxy end seizure of land o8 the content of such strue-
gglien, Politicel power wos cimply not mentionsd at ell,
But CPC was clearly avare of the fsct thot there was o
gulf of politicel understanding dividing the Telangans,
and Hexalbari and glso the latter wes not e continuce
tion of the former, But by its endorseazent of the
Nexalberi uprising, the "CPC wos aymbal&caily_challenn
ging tho pescerul transitionol line ond underlying the
coupromice with opportunism implied com:unnl perticipe-
ﬁigﬁ:Zn the parlismentary syste. under bourgeoisie consti-
tuﬂicn“.15 |

o

4/ f Charu Hezundor hinself wos not consistent and come

/

/ i
/&1meﬁ qulte brezenly self-tontradictory both in theory

16, ~ MKechon Rom, n,9, Chapter IV, pp.85S-86,.
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and proctice while cnlling 4t struggle for political
powey he waited for the periocd conducive {o seizure of
crops. 7Thug in the nume of hig&eat level of clpss
struggle, Charu Fozumder was petently advocating ond
indulging £n~5naer otonomisn as Mohan Ram rightly
obnorved ¥“from armod struggle for political powaer
peasant movement during the expected period of upourge
woe to be whittled down to the level of selzure of crops

not even seizure of land.“17

Hoin difference between T, lagl Reddy end Charu
Hozunder was on the nature of end ailms of arned strue
gele. T. Negl Neddy stood for seizurc of lend end
arped resistence egeinet landlords and police machie
nery, That is to ney 1t wop on armed gsolf-defence
meking & very gquelitative difference to the economic
ntrugal&.' 7, Hogi Roddy also had differences over
logel forms of struggle,

According to the resolution on the pardty orgenie
sation, £t was mesnt to be secret end underground party
of o new style committed Yo evelving ¢ nmass line but it
wis xoragﬁ in Indio'y biggeet metropolis ond public raliy,

17, 1bid,
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It vas committed to ness line %on the basis of taking
ond giving to the mposes® dut it was formed fron sbove
by the AICCCR which was dominated by the lcaders of one
state Vest Bengal, It wos neant to be an A1l India
Party, The very decision to lsunch the perty was teken
ot an AICCCR meeting on tho very next day after the
decision to disaffilliaete T, Napgl Reddy woo pessed, Thus
the totelly limited charscter conteining the dongerous
Beeds of burceutrotism hed rother decp roots mobilising
tho massces on vorious guestions including stste power
was sugpbaaﬁ to be conduetced seceretly. Thus & nmass

line in utter isolation froo the mastes was evolved in
secrecy vergling on systericusness, Aslt Sen, one of

the ciose associntes of Charu Mazusder in his beletedly
published self-criticsl atudy18 tries to come to grips
with some of these parsdoxes, For example, even rogarde
ing the formation of the cosrdination committee he makes
a8 point that this was baged on the profcssed allegisnce
to Heoxolbari &avéaentg ‘Except for the very fow ¢ld gxe=
perienced members, the rest were all young zoalots who
hod no past but only o lot ak verbal conmiinent to the

couse of Naxalbari, Even this was confined to the seven

18, Apit Sen,
Chapter 1V,
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states, The ideslogical=cun~politicel training required
for participation in ¢ revolutionsry process was ignored
ond o hasty coordinatien of exuberant cedres was underw
token with formel sllegiance os the scle criterion, It
was only a physical coordination lacking in any poli=
$ics all this could naturally lead to the dominsnce by
fev pgoressively vocal individusl leaders like Charu
Heozundar, Asit Sen citos on oxoople of the great orgae
nisstionsl loopwhole, whi}e efforts to merge T, ﬁagi’
Heddy's group with the AJCCCR were being matde, Chatu
Mezumder granted affilistion to frikekulenm and Guntur
Comritiens by passing T. Hapi Reddy'o group. As these
two commitices were nonned by young and inoxpericnced
calre ef compared to the experienced ones 4n T, Nagi
Reddy*s group, the failﬁé& cf the movenent wos ntiributed
to this, |

That the Chinese supported the movement for their
own rees nes is quite clear, Their criticisn come rather
later, But en unconditionsl enﬁorﬁémﬁﬁt of Chinese intore
nal and externsl pelicies was onc o! tn& distingulshing
foatures of the CPI(ML), aml 4t cost t.he entire movement
8 lot, Theore is to-date no explanmﬁzha £ron any quarter
a3 to why Chinese dropped Cheru Mazum@ar‘&ika g2 hot brick
end even the deerth of the aericusnssé of thn suggestions
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they were supposed to have sénﬁ through Souren Booe.
This precludod anpy povsibilities of divergence bete
ween the self-proclsised Indisn revolutionary end
CPCs Ironicelly it was Chine that had sirongly crie
ticised the CPSU for trying to becone the conive of
the Vorid hevolutions, The Chinese denisd the very
notion of a Centre. Uhile pleading for s coherent
revojutionory line sod unity of ail revelutionary
sections, fhey denonded completely equal status for
each fratornal perty, sioultaneocusly ellowling for
guch parties to work their revolutionary strategics
independently, Fraternel suggestions end criticisms
were w&lcamﬁ but not intarference of any sort, Tho
nogotion of o1l these within a fow yoars turncd out to
be ono of the worst weaknesces of Meolsm the world

over.

The CPI(HL) leadership sought to estoblish
Srikekulom a5 a liberated zone thr@ugﬁ puerrilia
worfare, and theg by coaverting 5fi&aku1am into a
base, they thought of oxterding thhgrbceﬂﬁ of liborge
tion to the othor parts of the eauntﬂyg Sencireling
the citios® in o bid to soize state gawer. Charu
Hazumdar in his specohes and wrztinkg alaa esphaoized
guerrilia varfare through armed aqua@,act%ana, But

then hic viows were not consistent aéd alse shifted
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from one tociie to anocther ap wos evideont in the course
6f ths atruggle. He was op;osed to ness orgonisations ond
econunic end legel sirugnles. Thus in pid-1969 coste
actionn woere reploced by guerrllia squad sctions in Sri-
kakulaa-folluwxng Charu Hozupdarts thoupght, This rcsulw
ted in the party locsing its extensive mann base, Xts
zone of influence was regtricted to 200 osmall villages

of Srikekulen ggency only., 1t was reducod to terrorist
getivity due to lack of mass participation by carly 1970sn,
Charu Hezurdarto theery of canihilation proved a costly
affair. thile the Srikekuleo committee undertook certon
annihilotions se reaction to the severe opprensive
methods by landlords, Charu tlazumdar thoorised poni-
hilations ond held 4t on an cssontial precondition for
the liquidation of {audal ¢lpsn, He soid that once the
“landlorde are killed “gtote will bo doprived of cars

ané eyea®, o

| But the course of ovents tock tﬁﬁ other way.
¥hen ropression wac let loose, panﬁgefttarcd nwt only
from the police but alse from the g@efrﬁlla squads,
Thus rejection of mass organsaatlang,;vnxteﬁ Front,
economic and legal struggles adverﬁe}&faf!ectcd the

Brikskulan povenont.
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The g§f2¥ wos built on the young end ineperionced
paap@u whm ¥ama from pettl bourgeooisie beckground,
They hed no revolutionary bockground 8o as to leasd a
rQVQIutianagy perty, Recrultment to the party ccdres
was defective. People jJeined and left os they wished,
Yo proper ¢§aaa consciousness was inculested in the
micds of tﬁ& cadrgéa The organisation was quite loosc
witihout propor gulding prineiples,. Propor mikdtery
traiving aa& modern equipment was not given to the
¢adres, They heavily rolied en conventional weapons
like bows and arrows though bamaﬁiméa countrymade
pistods were used, Top ranking lesders too did not
have nodern smounition, .303 gun wes the only Supew
rior smounition available for the §QVO1utinnarias“9

They folled to catimate the strength of the
enemy, ond the potentiality of the state power vas
grossly underestinated, The superior fire power of
the police oclong with heavy ropreseion on thoe people
as such, forced the rovolutionarics to retreat to
the hilly areas of Parvathipursm eround early sevenw
ticen, #Hepression was such that tribels in the agency
araa'raiuae{)ta talk with any stronge¢ even‘taday.zo

19 Information boeed on interview,

20, Infornation based on intorviow,
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The snewers givon Yo guestions by ithe rospondents
wore that police ropression was the moln ceusc for the
foilurc of the movemont,

Torturc of cadres who veré‘caught by the police
unravelled mony secrets of revolutionsries. Host of
the leaders were killeddue to leckage of biﬁeugts to
the police who used to corden off the entirce hideout

2 Thus there was no

proventing oros end food supplles,
thorough snd planned preparation for the movement of

the revolution for a prolongod fipght,

The tribsls were mobiliced by moinky ploying on
their primitive custons ond rigid sentiments without
giving then proper kind of class analyses, The tribsls
were made to realize that the forests end lords belonged
- %teo them since they arc girijsns and thot they can be
rustored from the "outsiders™ only by this kind of
sovenent, Sone of tho customs of these tribels also
nelpcd the revolutionary leeders in their offorts, for
instance, swesTing secroty in the nano of waters which
wag congldered Goddess {(Gonpgomme) etc, As they wore
nobilised on the guestion of land, the movement centred
around local problems like tribnls versus norwtribals,

Alpo, the govermment could win over the minds of many

21. . Information bosed on interview.
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people by distributing 3anﬁé‘amangst the tribola, It
aloo gave room for conflicts among the tribals theme
selves which 15 true even today,” Thus by koeping the
tribals 1gnoront of the United Front tactics as well a8
of an understending of the communist movement, the

revolutionsry leanders csused 2 set back to the zovement,

The analysis of the nsin contradiction betweon feuw
delicn and pessantry wos totally wrong since the mode of
production in the ares wes tribsl which had obviously
not resched the level oif feudalism, leave alone, mere
cantile capitalism, Hence, tholr categorisation of land-
lords tn'tbe sgency aree was confined to potty merchonts,
petty venders, ;tc., who heiled fronm plain areas with
peasant background, ¥Few poople hed hundrede of ecres
of lend. But majority of the people who were ldentie
fied oo the ¢lese cnemics were petily merchonts ongd petty
vendors. No&t of tho people killed as police infore
ments werc froz middle snd poor pessant background,

Srikeakulan movement et & whole revolved round one
,‘peraanality thet was V., Lotyanorayena, His death greatly
demoraelised the party ranks, who considered him almighty,
who could steer the movement in the right direction, By

22, Information based on interview,
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covly 708, the movements! conncetion between Porvathie
puram sgency and pleins was cut off, Divisions within
CPI(ML) began to hove its repercussions on the Erikekulanm
povement, As a rosult of hoavy losses, rethinking stors
ted among aaﬁe of the lcaders about the tacticn, Divie
slong centred around “annihila%&#n line® ond "macs orga-
nisations® finolly lgadxng to a spli€ 1nto_pra~£haru
flezundar ond antieCharu Hozumder with Srikakulan
district CPI(HL) firally Joining the Stye Nerayene Singh
CPI{ML) &n 1973.

Thus Srikelulon povement which was started in
1968 crunbled under Lto own heavy weight of theoretical
aisguldance end tacticel errors by 1972,
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CHAPIER - V1
CONCLUSIONS

An attempt hasp been mnde in the present sotudy
to exonine some aspecis of the role of casste in a
scuthern ﬁiatrict within the framework of gérlia*
mentary democracy in Indla. Yo havo eclso tried to
onoess os to bow class analysis hed been applicd by
the revezuti@néry tiarxiots &n Srikekulom distriet,

Caste system os 8 political phenononon, s
differaﬁt from 1t8 rituslistic aspects, plays 5 sige
nificant role in the vorking of porlismentary demo-
cratic system 4n Indiee It s belng reinforced 4in
its politicsl role due to the ?arliamantary electoral
systen and cantinuén to purvéve with vigour, The very
solection of the candidates of politicel parties are
being nade Reeping in view ths major caste composition
in a constituoncy. Along with othor Xactérs, caste
background of the candidates is hel;ing condidates to
win the elcctions, This 48 evident from our siudy ss
 well (Chapter 11I). In moot of the constituencies,
candidstos were chosen from the dominant caste in their

respeetive areas. In 1967 elections, the Swetantre
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party could win 10 scata in the disirict becouse it
could successfully cateh most of the Lockward castes!
votes in these constituencies, Ceste was 6lso ono of
the key factors {(apart from money, foctionalism end
pereonal influence) responsible for the success of

% indopendent candidates in the 1967 elections, In
1972 elections, Mrg, Gandhi's Congress porty was sble
to get 12 seats ocut of the 19 it contesied, Hrs, Gone
dhi's charisna and the “"CGoaribi Hateo® sleagnn were tho
main causes, EBut the strength of independents {7) and
their victory could ve eftributed essentislly to the
factor of caste playing a promsinont rolo coupled with
free flow of money and foctionsl politics within the

congress party,

The Peoples Representation Act explicitly prohie
bits Ythe condidaote or his electoral apent to vote or
to refroin from voting for any ressons on grounds of
religlion, caste, comunity or language®. But, not
only the camitdotes, but aslso tho parties are follove
ing this injunction, more in its observence, "ihy
don't you vote this candidate, he is our man® would be
one of the important compaign tectics in the elections.
If one goes atxictiy by lew, slmost sll the cendidates
and pertics will be lioble fsr punishment, due to thoir
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open infringement of the existing electoral rules end
procedures, Srikokulem district, not being an excep-
tion, the phencaenon 18 inceed more gloring end
blatantly obvious thers, 4#As wo bhave elready mentioned,
pecple their view the district politics in terms of
cozpotition cmong Kepu, Kallinga and Vellanns,

Loyaltics to political lesders are most on cnste
basis, though there scre some inotances vhere people of
differont cantes join some perticuler leaderts comp for
cfither personal considerstions or due to ceincldence of
other kinde of interests. The politics of leoders like’
Ve Krishna Hurthy Nasidu, G, sraéramalu Haidu, B, Rajo~
gopal Rao, L. Lskohman Dss substantiote this hypothesis,
In the first insilance, G, Zrecrsnuly Neldu woas brought
into the district level peolitics with the support of
Ve Krishnoourthy Naidu to counter B, Rajagopals Reo in
the district, But both of them could not pull on for
too long. G. Sreeramulu Natdu turned ageinet V, Krishnae
murthy Naidu very soon ond used hig {nfluence to get
V. krishne Furthy Noidu defeated 4in 1967 elections.

V. Erishna Hurthy Reidu and G. Sreerppulu Haidu belong
to difforent contes, But though G, Sreerssulu Naidu
an¢ L, Lskahman Las belong to th@ sape Ccaste, they are
at loggerheads, Tho lattor woe defeated by the former
using bhis personsl influence, All these leaders belong
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to Congress party which is faoction riden along éarioua
lines of rivelry, coste belng one of them, These lcoe
ders erc for mogt of the time coopete among themselvaes
though they sometimes form allisnces when the interosts
happen to coincide, But whenever a person gels o chance
to outbeat the other, thoy bresk relations, G. Lachkonng
15 supposed to be free from all this ceste hang-ups. He
seehz'ta establish hiz nain base emong the backwerd
castes. Hecently ho organised the Baékwara Castes state

conference in Hyderabad,

Tho classeoriented politics in Srikekulem, has been
considerably influcnced by the Yidens of Hao-Toe tung?
The Srikakulasm rodicel nmovenmont resched its penultismate
stoge by 1967868 os we hove alresdy noted in ChapterylV,
The iomediate split within the CPI{N) in 1967 leod the
Srikakulanm district revolutionaries, who broke away
from CPI(F) to follow en indopendent path, As we
| “have mentioned in Chaptor-vV, it toed on independent
poth notwithstanding the atate CPI(M) dicsident leaders
icd by T, Hagi Reddy jJoined AICCCR, it followed ite own
policy undermining the state leadership led by T. Hagl
‘Reddy, The movoment of Ifrikakulam a8 we have pointed out
is inécpeadﬁnz éi Noxelbari, It was a long drawn struggle
led by V., Setyanarayans in the beginning ond Zatgr vhenever
the leodership switched parties in the splits 1% went
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along with those leaders, Srikekulom wos described ss
the "Yenom of India®, Bullding "more and more Srikaw
kulens® was the slogan by Charu Mezumder, Chinese
cémpliment tc Zrikekulom ran like this:s “"Like a becon

of light, the red revolutionary arca which has come

into being in Srikekulem, Andhre Prsdosh is shining
brightly on the woe stricken land of Indin®, <Thus
Srikekulsm was Considercd as the base ares ﬁf@m which

the literation of Indis could be achicved by tencircling
the ¢ities from countryside®, sufiice it to note thot
wrong characterisetion of aéﬁiety was evidently proved,
{harpening of the contradiction boetween feudalism and

the nmass of people was o totally uwnfounded assumption.
The Srikekulem area in which this radicel movement took
place was & tribol srea. The introduction of the none-
tary econony had disrupted tho tribel way of life, but
instead of going into mercantile capitaliem, 1t got
sultifieé (due to lack of any policy by the government)
reaultiﬁg in the deteriorstion of the materiel conditions
of the tribsl inbabitents. Ko proper ¢lass consclousness
was inculceted, Instesd, they were orgarised on local
problems thot readily appeclied to the tribal conscicusness,.
Annihilation cost then heavily and most of the leaders
realised it only sfter suffeging heavy casunliics on

the part of both the lenders ond the cadres, Obsession
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with strategy and tectics and notiens like *worfare
through warfare' would not azmplyi§$>drive any theory
but roundzy'eué up in oiliteriem, Thot io why after
all, anninilotion come up not &8 o natural ongoing
revolutionory process but as a aporadic sbortive

. aimless potivity turned into a tsctic and which devee
loped ot & wmothod of guerrille warfare, very soon
repleced finelly all theory of revolution itsclf, They
underestimeted the state power to the point of trecating
it o5 & Ypaper tiger' « & stronge mix of Right Revisione
i end Left adveniurlism, But as Lenin hod sstutely
cautioned thepe trends are just like twins einyping up
in o revolutionnry movement froo time to time, 46 we
have amentioned in the ChaptersV, it is logical thot fha
movement which was led by a lendership which wos confused
ond with no definite thearétlcai and fdeologicol backw
ground would inovitebly collaspse, It wat proved ¢one

- pletely in the case of the fodlure of the Srikakulanm
rodical movement,

Thus one aight even add that theaclaaﬁ applysis
o8 applied to Srikakulom by certasin theorcticions is
quite inapt end epproximate, Hence one might conclude
thet neither the duplication of Ruesish model nor the
Chinese model of revolutioa 1s the m@ﬁnfptoﬁl@m. The
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main,pr&blam is the preper sssesppent of Herxism Lte
self in itn appl&ca%&pa.to éengreﬁ@ situntions in die
vorpe colonial ord exe-coloniol situotions in Asis,
Africs and Letin Amcricea. There is also an urgent
ond profound need for the rce-cvaluastion of the fremce
work of ¢lass pnalysis as a dependeble basis for a

meaningful analyses,
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