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• • • • • • to •mancipate women and eke her 
eqPl ot man 1• and reu.ina an impoal1• 
b111ty u lon& sa the voman is •hu.t oa~t 
tram 1ocial prothtot1Y• .l.a.bo1.1r ad 
restricted to private domestic labour. 
Th• esaa.c1.wation ot WOllin will on]¥ be 
possible when voman can take part 1D 
prod.uot.f.CD on a large aoe1al. seal.e and 
40JGel t1c work no lon&•r c lalme anytb!f\i 
'but Ul 1naJ.anU1eant uount ot her tiallt •• 
••••••••• 



Chapt•r-I 

lltiQP\I,JJOI 

A proper undentandin& ot tb• _part1c1pat10D ot :rural 

voaen 1& tbe vol'k force 1a ot eNcialU,Ortan" blcau~e ot 

their vital contribt~Uon 1D tbe develol8ftt proc••• Dlftlop. 

unt bl any aocd.ety 11 not possible witbout tu.ll put1e1pat1on 

ot au aeet1ou ot the pop.tlatiOD. 

Women•• participation 1n the work force in tbe tblrcl 

vorl4 eountriea in aeneral and 1D In41a, 1D particular, 

a.cq\llrea areater sianitioanee tor the NUOD that, t:beae 

coun.tnes, v1th a colonial 1Dher1 tence an taeed v1t.b tt. 

problem ot un4erdavelo~t. All tnen coUI'ltr1et are passlna 

throU&b a pe1'1o4 ot trauitioa and are marked by difterential 

impact of the 4e•elopatmtal ,process, endoaenetic u wtU u 

exoaenetie. ADotber t.eature co•on to all these countr.let 11 

that then are ovef'Wbelmift6l7 rural in ebaraeter. Ita IM1a 

about 80 per cent population 11 Yea ill runl aNatJ and the 

rural. vOMD eo~ ti tute a a1&Ditieant proportion ot the total 

vork force. In 1911 V02:I*1 conat1tut.d 1?.36 per eent ot tb• 

total work force whila in. 1981, tbe prolM)J'tion baa 11JcJ'8qe4 . 
to ao. 88 per cent. Wol'kina wo•n 1a. tb8 rural areu .,. 

~mapa thl 1108t ailent participanta 1D. econoa1o lite. by 

aoatl.y beloaa to the lower •trata ot tbe aoc1ety. 
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Ill ber pioneerilt& work, &Iter BoeeJUp obtefte4 tbatt 

Feonomio and. 1ocial 4eYelo~nt Uft.rloidabl.T entaill 
the 41a1ntearat1on ot the d1Y1aicm or labour -
tvo ••••• traditionally eata'bU.bed 1J'l tbe Yil.lqe. 
With modemiaation ot qriculture ad With ldarat1on 
to towu a new 18¥ pattern ot producti-.e vork llUit ••ra•· The woman will oe t:t.priYed ot their pl"'C!uct1Ye 
twlct1ona and tbe whole proe••• or a:rowtb will thereb7 
be :retarded.. ttbetber tbil da~J~er 11 more or aas &ra•• 
4apenda on the videly Y&J7inl cu.toM and other pre
condit;ona 1n dittennt parts ot tbe uaderdeftloped 
world • . 
!be variation in tbe temale woa toroe pantc1pat1on 

e-.en 1rl a ptedomirlantl,y ~&rioultur&l 1Jl8ft•eeonOJD7 11lce India 
_) 

11 enormous. In ap1te ot the tact that ita tr~erwheladft& 

popu.latiorl lives 1D rural areu, am it 11 rural wMD wbo 

actuall.J form tbe bulk ot workinc vo•n, tbe urban woam ba•• 
attracted more attent1~ b7_aoe1~ ~c~nt_ilts than tbli.r 'I'Ur&l 

counterpart. fhie ts pemapa due to a areater •v1e1b111ty• 2 

of urban vorki.Da women. 

1) one- ot tbe maiD obJ ec t1 vea or the dieaertat:lon 

:1s tbeNfore, to aet an toai&bt lrlto the nature anJ 

extent ot female participation 1n the work rorce 1ft 

~ areas 1ft 41tferent rea1cna cbaraoter1ee4 by 

41.fterent la'9els of deYelop•nt and by Yariowt IOCial 

end cultural milieu.. 

'· Bater soea-u.p, wate;s fJlt a ~ODOiig PJ!tlowut, oeo .... 
All.8n and. Unt~t1n, 1 -retaee • 

2. Vina Ma3Widar (ed. >tMM qt h~ !OMn &D :Q!DlopMn,, 
AUJ.ed Publlahera, 1 • 



J J I 

11) Secolldly, 1t 11 realised that a maero-anal7818 

ot t•mala l)&J'ttc.ipaUon in eoOl'lOaio .act1Y1ty daea 

not &iYe a true pictt.u·•· breton, 8ft attempt bae 

been made to exami• tbe yarJ.at1Cil 1D remal4l pal't1c1· 

patton 1n lover IUftl&tive UDit.e euoh u atatt•, 

d1atl'1cta, talub and 'Yilllf••· 

111.) tbil'd.ly, tbe diaaertat1on intends to explore 

the eXiltirl& yanatiou in the 1Dcluatr1al cl&uU1ca

t1on or vorkin& woman in these re&i~ and to eaamine 

the differential relationabip 8llODi d1tfercmt 

m4uatrial cateaoriea tbeuel••• and Vith tbeir 

partleipation ratea in aenetal. 

1Y) f1nal..q, the 41aaertation attempts at ttn4ina 

explanation to the vuiation 1ft female part1cipat1on 

1n econoaic activity in 41tterent N&1ont. AD 

attempt baa allo bean made to exam!M eo• ot tbl 

JM)plllar •xplanat1ons vitb reaUd to rural r·-~ 

participation 1D tl» work force, ua!ni seoarapll1c 

toolt and teelmiquea. 

Kee.PiDa 1D mind tl» a-.e .O~eet1Yttl_, the famala 

parttctpation 1n •eonomtc act1Y1ty bu been atu41ed ror tour 

rea10fl8 .1ft India. Tbeae are Pun~ab and Barrana, W•et Berwal, 

.Andhra PJ~adeth and MabarubtrL the atwl,y 1nol.udea the 

41t£ennt1al participation rat•• ot rural t•m•le• at diffe

rent levels auob aa states, diatr1ets, tai.Wce and 'Yill.a&••• 



.... 
their ccatr1but1on 1ft the total work torce, aale temalt 

41apar1ty 1D work penic1pation and tbt 4ea~e• ot worlletl• 

n••• •ISCill wo•n in the workiftl qe aroup. 1,lhtl d1atr1but1on 

of wo•en worken in d1ttennt aecton ot tbe economr .. well 

aa in var:t.oua 1ndustr1al cateaorie• bat alao been atWU...S 

with reterenee to the- atudy area. An attempt hiS alao been 

made to exgjtlfJ the intl.wmce ot vartou esplanator7 

variables vbiob are Ukeq to influence female partiCipation 

rate ad caue spatial 'Yariation 1n it. !be nature ot tbeae 

Yariablea are econo•ic, a.oan.ph1c 8114 aocio•eultural. 

Since qriculture ia the 1101 t illportar.tt aconoaic aetl•itT in 

rural aresa, it 1a as1uaed tbat the conditions in qriculmre 

vou14 1101tlJ' influence tbl female participation 1ft work. 
While the economic tactora ay attect tbe detLand for female 

laboUJ~, tba non-eeono.a1c tactora are au,p;poaed to intluance 

the au_pplJ' of feaale labour. 

1.3 B!POmESBS 

the followiDa hy,pot:a.aea ha•• bMn proposed to be 

teated 1D the cliaaertationt 

1) Tbe arovtb ill qricultural. output aenera.lll' 

1zapl1•• a hi&ller eamin& tor peuant taaiUea an4 

lew to vitb.draval of voaen r:roa work to10e. 

11) !he land .. -.n ratio attecta botb aup)ll;y and demand 

tor labour. A J'liaber pressure on oulti'f&ted land, 

ct&tl~l l!!t&llY!t voul4 meaa a b;i&her eupplJ of labour 



• s t 

and v1U adverae]3 attect tbe eaployllent proeptete 

tor temaloa. !be .t.aal.t ,part.1e1pat1on in aueb aNas 

will tanct to be J.oy, 

Ui) Jcr1cultural develoJ)IIInt 111 terms of meebaniaa• 
I 

I 

tion, intenaity ot cult1vauon, adoption of modem 

1Dput2 and 1rri6at10J'l would bave a neaat1ve impact on 

temalo part.te1Jl&t1CO. Biaher cropplll& intensity, 

althot.f8b, demandl .ore labour, 18 expected to be 

1m'enel7 related \lith female .l)artic1,pat1on in eccaomic 

80UY1ty and 41rectl;r related vitb &•ovth ot asncul• 

tural output an4 -.ricultural development. 

iv) A hfab coneentrat~on ot land is likely to 

v) 

accelerate the process ot v1thdraval of te•le tamily 

lltOrkeNt vhile it iDdlolCel a ~her level ot employrlent 

of female aaricu.ltunl labow.:n. 

Areas Oharacter11e4 b7 a pro11te:rat1on ot ncm

as~ieultural economic activity viU normall;r experience 

a shortest or·aala workers, and conaecauentq, the 

aaz-1eultural aet1v1t1ea in •ucb areas v1U attrect the 

temale workers. 

vi) Blaher the proportion ·ot vomn eqaaed 1n the 

prtmar.r sector, the b1&her would be female p&rt1c1pa• , . 
t1cD in econoaia aettvity. 

Y11) It ia aaauacl that biab ••x-rat1o ,.,111 be 

poaiti••l¥ asaoo1ate4 vitb temala particip&t101'1 m 
vos*. 
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Y111) Urbaniaati<m in aeneral. 1a ex1Jected.. to influence 

adVerse~ the rural telale participation l'tlte• 

Ufbaniaation, on the otber hand, will induce tta 

de'Yelopaent of the tertiar.r aector which will attra.et 

a lara• proporticm ot temale vomn. 

ta) A hi&her pro,port.ion ot ebildftn be low ; yean of 

x) 

•• voGld aenenl.q restrict the teals participation 

m •*· 
Biah 1no14ence of 11tei"&CT •ona the females 11 

expeetecl to be wenely related with the teMllt 

preference tor e&J'1cult&U'&l vof'k. !be OYerall effect 

ot Ut.erac,- 1a tberetore, ex_peeted to be neaat.tw on 

tbe teaalt partie1pat1on 1n ~ work force. Howe•er, 

the relationship 1.1&1' be positive it th• tert1ar.r 

aector U well·de•eloped. 

a1) Bi&ber the proPQrtion ot married female• 1n the 

total t'emale po;ulat1on, tbe lower woald be tho temale 

pal't.tetpation, whereaa tbe h1iber the proport• on or 
v14ove4. clivo.-ced and separated temalea hi&bor wou.ld 

be the female pa;rUc1pa tion rates. 

xU) The female participation rate 11 ezpeeted to be 

high 1t the proportion ot acheduled eu tea and 

aobedul.ecl tribe• aaq tn. .feultts 1a hilh• 
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1.1t. CHOICE OF THE S!UDY AREA. 

For tbe present analysia, ti-.e atates ha-,e ~tD 

cbosen and are elu'bbe4 into tour N&1on8 on the b&aa ot 

aarieu.ltur&l. productivity end the ti'OWtb of output in 

aariculture. Tbe aaswuption behind this cb.oiee is that, 1n 

rur•l areas, aaric"lture 11 the primary occupation and, 

therefore, productivity am arowth ot output can be taken 

u a proJ:T tor income aenezaation. bae two 1nd1catora 

are tbougbt as better substitute• to per capita ineoml u 
1.,&. 3 

the latter mayL m1tlead1n& in tb• rural contest. Lover 

aar1cul.tural labour produet1v1 ty in general would •• 

lower iDeomes of even the mala cu.ltivators or other worJera. 

Low eamings of tbe male worker may neeesaitate female work 

part1c1yat1on 1n order to eam mo:r. .1ft~me 4 tor at.lpJ>Ortt.n& 

tbemaolves and tbeir tamil1.ea. 

The five state• chOSen tor tbe .study include Puc~ab 

and Baryana ill tbe nortb-w•tt "••t Bqal 1D the euq 

Andbra Practesb in tbe aou.th and Mabaruhtra 1D the vast. 

PunJab and Baryana have a un1f'o.rmly b.i&b productivity and 

arowth ot aancultural output) Weat Bengal baa a mfJdium 

level of e&ricultural productivity, while Arldbra Pradesb arid 

M.abarubtra ba'Ve low to negati-ve arowth or aartcu.ltu:ral output 

and pi'Oductiv1t7• !be ror.mer two n&ions ha"Ye a v•l7 low level 

). D. Baraaimba ReddJ', "Female Work Partic1pa tiont A Stud.y ot 
Inter-State D1tferonces1 A Com=entJ." Eso§W'ii~ and Political 
Wge~~. Vo1.10, Bo.23, -June 7, 191,, PP•9 2-90;. 

a.. D14,, p. 902. 
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of temale participation 1D econoaio &et1Y1ties at •tate 

le'vel, vbereaa the latter two atatea baYe a ••n hJ&b 

part1c1pat1on at state l.enl. !he tollovht& 11 a detailad 

aecoUJ'lt ot the tou:r aelected naiona oboten tor atud.y. 

All the 4ia trietl ot PunJab ut4 Bu7ana baH be8Jl 

eonaittend 1ft tbe atwSJr. All the diatricta abov a b!&h 

arovtb of aartoultural production, !he uenc• &rovth baa 

bf!Gft around 1 per eent. !his 1a tbe na1on vbicb hu 

benefited ma.zJ.mwa from the •Green Revohlt1on. • ID tel'U ot 

the economic 1n41caton tbia N&1on bu a ftrT b.SCb croppq 

intensity (the index b4J1D& 1.s1 > and a l&ri• irriaated area 

(6.3.S7 per cent). !he J'8i1on u alao cbaraeter1ae4 by 1'11111 

iateuity or eulti'f&tion (the 1adez u 6.09) ana baa 

vitDesaed a hiab ctearee or aeebaniaatioft and modem Snputa. 

!hia rea1on bu been cbaract•r1sed. b7 a med1wa leftl or 

concentration ot land hold1D& (the &1ft1 eoetficient 11 o.;.3). 
the •••na• •1• ot bol.<UlJi is 3.2 beotane. The pJ1'11ra17 
aector accounts tor a Nlat1Yel1 le.. proportion of total 

work torce (19 per cent) followed. lJy tertiary aector (12.S 

per cent) aa4 aec0Ddal7 s41Cton (8.1t. per ·ctnt). !he 

ctomin&Dt crop eult1"fated 18 w•at 1n tbJa reaion. 

In t.be 4emogl"&pb1e apt.re/ the rqioll baa a ., • .,. low 

rural sex-nt1o (869). !be urban proportion 1ft the population 
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11 uourd 21 per eent. b reaion baa experienced a a:rowth 

rate or population to the tUM ot 20.11 per cent in the 

p~ei/;411Ji d.eeacte to 1971. the ntlo between children beloW 

S ,eara 11• IJ'OUP 11 110 per 1000 VOMn 1D the repro4ueU•• 

... &1'0\lP (15·49). 
-, 

In eo.JDpal'iaon to other .reaiona1 th11 :reaion 1S 

obancter1ae4 by a relat1••1T Jliaher rural tealt lit8J"'C7 

(1?.18 per cent). 2lt.? per cent ot tb• teru.le population 

belona m aobedule4 cute cawaory. !his rea1on 18 conap1euoua 

by tbe abaenoe of triba.l popula tior.a. 

!he female prUc1pat1on 1n th1a reaion 1a eztreal.T 

low• i.e., 1.t.2 per cent of tbe total tnale popul.a.Uoo 

aceor4Sua to 1971 cenau. In 1961 tbe proportion ot temal8 

vorlten 1n tbe temale population wa• S.l.ltlt per cent,; 

1n41cath'Ji a massive deollna 1l1 'botb nUI&bar end percent&~• 

ot temallt woriten. 

lbcept CalCutta, •ana rural population, au the 

41a,ricta of t-hil atate ba'fe been taken 1Dto account 1n tile 

preaent atudy. Quit. a t•v d1stl'1ett 111 th1• state, benel1t

t.t.n& from tt. •a.reen Bnolu.tion• abow a •41ua 1•••1 ot 

s. .l 1&15• dee Ulle 01' bbe been dut to detin1 \S.onal cbaftl•• 
Bovner1 in tbta rqiao the d.ecUrle 1e tb_ e beav1e1t_, 
obviolli.Q'" not due 01111' to def1D1t1Cirlal. chua•. beeaun 
tmt p-ereen\qe tor 1911 c•l'l•ut~ baa been correctecl b,. 
!noludbJs non-worken Vitb aeoondart &eti'fitt'• 
l.t29D 2( f.be camt&ll ca UJli•RlilJI!Il..h 
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&rowtb ot output 1n a&ric\llt1.11"4t (2.lt6 pel" cent). W1tb a 

relativeq bisber eroppina :ln.tenaity (1. S1) tbia region b&s 

the .muimUlll preaaure on 11011 cropped area (more tban 8 

persona pel" hectare). fbe aver~&• size of bol41Di 11 tbe 

lowest (1.23 hectare) with a low le'tel ot irri&at.ton (20. lS 
pe~ cent of all cult1Yated ana). !be .intensity ot culti'fa• 

Uon u ot 1ov 4esree irldlcatin& lesser .... ot mecban1sation 

and modem inputs. .A'boat 82 per cent ot the vork:tna popula

tion is enaaaed 1n the primary •ector. The seccmd&J7 

sector eff1PloyS Uttle bi&ber vorkiqJ popuJ.at.ion (8 per cent) 

eompared to other rqtona. Tertiary 1eotor aeeouats tor &bout 

10 per cent ot the total work1D& population. The concentra

tion ot holding is lov <auu co-etf1e1ent 1s o. a.1 ~>· R.1ee 

1a tbe pre4om1nant crop culU<tate4 1n thU reaion. 

Bu:ral sex ratio is nlat1vely more favourable to women 

w1 th. 9't2 women per 1000 malea. The level of u.rban1aat10D 18 

the lowest. only 1;.28 per ent ot the population live 1n 

tbe urbnn areas. 6 !be SIO'Wth ot population CaS per cent) 

baa been tbe bighest 1n tbe pncedina 4ecad• consequentll' 

burdentna the vomen 1n the vorkiD& aa• sroup vitb a laraer 

rear1rla reapoas1bilJ.ty. !here are 791 children or beloW S 
years sae croup to 1000 women 1n the reproductive &~e aroup. 

6. For the ata te aa a Whole, the pro,POrt1on ot urbU 
population ia much biaber, but when Calcutta, tbe totally 
t.U"ban 4iltr1ct v1tb a ••ry bi&ll 4enaity of population 11 
esclude41 it reaulta 1n a 4epren1on ot urban proportion 
ot the popu.l.ation in the •tate as a vhole. 
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!he naion 11 also •rke4 b7 a low le"el ot teal.IJ 

Utenoy (1 .. per c.nt). SCheduled cute and ac:bedulttd tribe 

r.mwa aeco=t ror 21t.l&t per cent and ?.os per cent or the 

total tamale population. 

Weat Beqel 1a wo urke4 by a ••r.r low :t.~el ot 

female ,participation :rata. In 1911 <111¥ ~+.;8 per cent ot 
tbe women populatiotl an reported to be aamtull,y erapl.DJecS. 

Weat Beaaal tbu rankl 20 amoD& the atatea 1n hrlll ot te•ale 

em.plo)'lltmt in Iod1-. 7 !b8 acUDe ill teale part1c1pat1on 

1a alto maa1v•a S3.lt6 per c•nt 1rl 196, to lt.58 in 1971. 

1.1+.3 &abE! f£141Q 

AU tbe 21 d.Utriota ot this atau come under atudy. 

Jto1t ot u.e 41atr1cta bave a:zperiencett a 9f8J7 low s.rowtb 1ft 

aar1oultun aod 1ft a nUJilber or diatneu it· baa been JW&ati'fe. 

~scept for some of tbe coaatal dutrtcta tbu •tate baa b7 and 

lal'&t rematned reaietaut to •one Rt'folution• etteete. !be 

•••~'aa• onr&llarovtb rate m aariculture te eloae to zero 

. c~o.s' per cent). fh• croppiJ'll inteuitJ is low (1.12), but 

tbe land-man ratio u allo low vitb about-., penou per 

bactan ot aro•• oropptd area. Tbl ..,.,.. atu ot hold~ 

11 a.6 beotana 1n Andhra ~radeab and aal¥ ll per cent of tbe 

net area sow are benefitted b7 irrqat.irm. Cbaracteriaed 
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by a relatiftll' hi&ber inte1111t7 ot cult1'fat1oa (0. 93), the 
fhQ 

rea10D hasLbi&beat concentration ot hol4mc Ctbe atn1 eo-

ert1c1$nt 1s 0. St>• the pr1lla17 aector account• tor ~ 1 

,per cent of the total work tore•, 'tlbereu, aecondaJ7 UM1 

tertiary aecton ahue a111101t equalll'v lhe naainina 1?.3 

per eeat ot the work tol'ee. fhe dold.nant crop c lll.U vated 1a 

rice. 

1ba mel ot UJ'b&\'Uia.t1ort 1n this naion 1a low' w1tb 

about 18 per cent or the population 11'f1a& m urban ueu. 
!be rural aex-n.tio 1a tbe biaheat in tb.U rea1on (982 te•lea 

per 1000 malcl). With a lev t>OPt.tlation arovtb (19 pel' eat) 1n 

the ;previous 4eca4e the ntto ot childnn below 5 ,. .... to tbe 

womea 1.ft the workiD& ea• &I'Oup ~ tbe lovett .111 th18 rea1on 

(618 obilclren per 1000 woaen 1l'1 the Npro4uctive ace IIO".P)• 

!be level ot literaey aaona the ruralvo11811 11 tbe 

. mtnimwa 1ft tbia reaion. only 10.23 Ill~' ceat ot au woaa are 

lite rat~.. Scheduled cute and aehetlul8ct tribe w•n cona titute 

ta. •. 8? pe• cent and lt-.4S »er cant ot all voun 1n the atate. 

the worker-rate o:l vo•a ia tbl hiP•• t 1ft thU rea ton. 

Accordia& to 1971 cenaua 21. 36 per cent wo.en are aatntullT 
•mployecl pl.aelfta An.dbra Pradeab 2Dd in the nDk. The 4ecl1fte 

1ft tbe female part1c1pat1oo rate baa bHn web le•• conapieu.oua. 

Acool'dt.a&. to 1961 cenaua 6tt.l2 per ceat of all voan WN 

aaintulJ¥ Hlploye4 1D thU na1on. 
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AU d.Utriota uee_pt Bollbay vbkb ia eoapletelJ' 

ur'baa in character b&'M been couidend 1D the atudy. !bu 
rea1011 1• marked b7 • ••rr low to nqats.w pro4uat1Y1t)t' u4 

aarioultwal &J'Olft!'l ot output (• ... 11 par cent). fh111 na1on 

hu been hlt ~7 recurrJ.na droqbta, u the le••l ot trna•· 
tio~ 1s est:reme~ lov (6.lt-2 ptr eent col;y). While the 

J.n.ten1ity ·ot croppiD& 1a tbe low•t (0.10) Mabarubtra bU 

the laraeat aiae or .bold1n& (lt.70 bactare). !he pruauN ot 

poJ;tv.l.ation on &JOaa o10pped area .f.a allo the lowest, i.e. • 

aroua4 J p41nons per heOtate. Heoban1aat1on and t.he un ot 

modem J.Dputa are at a ftJ7 lov l.e'Yel (the 1Dtena1ty of eulti• 

'Yation ill4ez u o.?a oall'>• 1'he 11n1 coetticient ot eoDCentn

ticm of J.aadholcU.D& 1a 0,;1. Kore than 81 per cent ot the 

worldl'lg popl.llation 18 in the primar,r lector while eeeond.a17 

••etor aud tert1af7 aeeton account tor •aare 6.2 par ntlt 

and 6. 5 per ce t of the workiDa popula tioa Na,peot1••17• 

The d0111Dant eropa o~tiYated 1rl th1l re&1on an Jowar- ID4 

b&Jn. c .. h crop eucb u cotton 18 &lao cul.tiva'e4 1a ~ 

n1ion. 

!hia re&1011 11 otaracter1sad 'by a Jal&b ••z ratio (919 

per tboUiand aalea). Th• lnel ot &Uban.laation 11 tbt hi&best 

J.D. tbts NJ101l (21.a. per ctnt). n. Jl'OVtb rate ot population 

has -been aa hJ.ah aa 22.61 per cent m tbe precediQa deeacte. 

u a Nault there are 70.3 eh114ren below; ,ean aa•·crcu.p 
per 1000 women in the reproductiYa aroup. 
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b rural teola literacy 11 tdcber than other 

reatone witb 17.68 per cent ot all ~n. be1Di literate. 

6.6 per cent and 8.06 per cent ot tbe temt.a popL\lat1on 

beloaa to sobedLilect cute and ac.bedale4 tribe commtmity'. 

1'be leYel ot tamale partic1Ji8t10D in this 1tata 11 

one· ot the hi&beat 1ft India, ita rank beiqJ 3 1ll tenr~J ot 

teu:iale employlllt'Jnt. About a; per cent ot all women aN 

atJ.ntuU¥ employed. The 4ecl1M 1n puticipatton rate 

ail:lee 1961 is also leas consp1cuoua. .&bout '8 per Cet!t 

ot women ue reported to ••• been saint~lly emp~d 1D 

19f)1. 

Bowever, th1e overall or •••"l•d picture oE thea• 

tota reaions conceals Within it.elt the eDormoua 1pat1al 

va:r1ati0ft8 1n terJCS ot au the indicatora 41aeWtae4 &bore. 

Tbaretore, tor a better UJldet'lltandiJta and eleanr picture 

to emerse, diatrict lllvel 1fttcmat1ona b&Ye been uaed tor 

turtber ana~a1a. 

1. S DA1'A. BAS.B, COVBRAGE MD LIMITA.riOI 

1'ba a tu.47 is maiDJI" baaed on pUblilbed aecoa4al")" 

JJ1.tormat1on available from 1971 censut 804 qrieultUl'al 

cenaua tor tmt respective etatea. The tablea troa where 

tt1e c!ata have been derived 1nc1Wie Pl'"iary Cenaue A.b•traeta 

lcl.rt II A(11) and Soe1o-Cultural ttablea, Part II C"(ii) tor 

tbe year 1971. The cO'IlpQted data Clll ~~&ricultural &rov1m o~ 
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outpu.t hae been taken froa the book. "h:rtonraanee ot 

Indian 4riculture•8 by o.s • .Dhaila and t • .K. .Allq'b, ~ 
the G1Di• • coettic1ent of land-boltU.na• bas been taken from 

the book •ttop~ation, Food and Land Inequality 1ft Ill41a, 

1971• A Geoaraph7 of Bqe:r and. Inaecw.-1ty. w9 To vork ou.t 

tbe intenaity of cult!:•at101l inde:r, tlu'ee 1fla:r¢d1ents uaed 

sucb .. , nl.lmbe:r or tl'&Ctora, Dumbel" ot pump sets ana tert1-

Uaen,' owe their source to "A D1atr1ct-vue Data Prot1la 

by Jawabarlal Nehru DD1ve,_1~- Pl~~ rommtaa1on Project.•10 

.Aa • reault ot detiD1ttonal .chan&•• ot 'worker• m 
1961 and 1971 censut tbe data on female pa:rt1e1pat1on 1n 

voril tor both tbeae time perio~ are not comparable 11 (1n

elu41ng the a4julte4 data and tbe 1912 re•u"•7 data). Due 

to tb1s a tNnd analysll 1s 41ft:leult to stve a .:conect 

picture, wbiob WOLlld othorwiae baYe been very uaetul. The 

stwty, tberetor4), 1a a croae-aecttonal one takini 1971 aa 

tbe poirlt ot time. Althouab, a oroaa-not1onal stud1 can 

ntYor be a aubst1tute tor trend an~ta, tbe obJect.i.Yea ot 

the paper could be wu aatiatie4 1t tbe latter 1a related to 

the toJ'l1itr. 

11. Pl.annini Commission, Bap1o)'lllnt an4 Man Power Plana1ft& 
Dtvia:Lon, Report or the Sub-sroup on statistic• m the 

. Ell,plQJment or women, 19?1, lew Delhi, p.?. 
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the 1Jaltat1ons of tbe atudy aaial7 aria• h'cals the 

J.Dberent dU'ticultiea 1ft tbe anwaeration ot voan ... vorken 

in census operations. Tbut the data uted tor temale worken 

cannot be full7 :reliable. J'iret ot all1t 11 difficult to 

deteftdne lfbether a VOtdn 11 a worker in the atrlct. nn.e of 

the term. A temale UiA1 be a1s1at1Da her husband 1r1 tbe 

eeonomic activity occaaionallf or ~arttal~ without ~ 

remuneration 1n terms or cuh or Jd.Dtt. The ceneus dote not 

reeoanue bar u a vol"kv. Seconctq, beeauae of aoc1a1 

preJudice• the tamale ma:r not be enteftd •• a worker altbqh, 

abe rdiht aetual.l)" be enaeae4 1n aaJ.ntul econollic acttv1'r, 

&t-tch aa tamtl:y worker. !bi.rctly, eyo 1t a voman 1a enumerated 

u worker, 1n UD7 cuea it 1a d1tt1cult to determ.tne 81 ~ 

lfhicb industrial cateao17 abe belona•• For example, the vite 

may be workin& ill some bou.&ahold irldu.ttJ',Y and limultaneoualy 

helpift& her spouae 1r1 eult1Yaticm. 12 

!he 1971 contua data refer to t.ba Mill activ1t7 statue 

of the populat1ora 4ur1D& tbe retereuee year (du.rina tl:.4 

reterenee wek) Ol" in the seuonal 811ployment. 1'here1'ore, it 

ezelu4ea those women whoa• main acti¥1ty 1a bousebold wJ'k 

ancl seeondat:f ~t1v1ty 18 ecOJ'lomio work 4Uzt1D& the reference 

rear anct those women wbote aain actiYity was not eeOXlOld.c work 

d.UI"ih& 8jftCUltural seqon in the refenmce year, but vbo did 

aoatt woJ'k aa their aecondaey work. 
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BOtMYar, it 1a ho.PI4 tbat thea• 11s1tat1ona will not 

hne serious impact on tt. atu4y aiftCt the uJor oonc•m 

bere 11 1rl 1nter-41atrict Y&riat1on .111 the nates. 

1.6 AN.ALUIC'.AL IRAQ 
\ 

!be tacton wb1cb are lilteq to eurt int'luence on 

the rea1onal. •uiatioo 1ft ~male partiCipation F&tea 1D rural 

areu can be &l'"Ouped irlto three eateaorie1, u aiven belovt 

i) Economic Factont Sucl'l aa moe.~, meoban1aat1on ta 

· aaneultval operat1on.s, e1R ot holding, coneentra

Um of boldin&a, level ot 1rrJ.aat1on etc. 

11) Deao&raph1c l'acton• Such u ••x ratio, Dwaber of 

children beloW S ,.ara ancS aa• cU.atributiol'l ot woJJtn, 

popul.ation arawth aa4 level ot urbantaation etc. 

111) Sooio-Cultural Facton• SUOh M l8Yel ot literacy, 

uarital atatua o£ women and tbe proportion ot 

aciadaled caa tea and sche4uled tribea 1ft tbe t•malAI 

population etc. 

lD tbe present ltud,f t tbe !OllowiQ& 1Julieaton WN 

cboaen to enaiDe their intluen.ce em tbe apatial variations 

in tbe G~~Ployaent or voan. 

SiDCe aarioulture u the ao.t btportant occu,pats.on 

1D . the nua&l areaa ud tbe bulk ot the vorktna women ue 

enaaa•cS in. aarieultural occupations, tbe 1nd1caton chosen 



• 18 t 

1n the at.wt,y 1101t1t refer to aarioulture. tbeae are u 

follovlt 

1) Pei"C8D.ta&• ot aiO'Wtb ot aarteultural: output (X1) aa 

a pru:r for ineraue in incomet 

U) IArld•mM ratio npresse4 u penon~ ger hectare of 

srosa cs-oppe4 area (X2 >J 
111) Cropptna utene1ty (XJ) det81'111ned by 41v14in& 11011 

oroppe4 area b7 a.et cropped area; 

J;v) Conceatrat.1on of l.arldhold10fl <X.,.> (&irl1 coetl1e1enth 

v) Mean aiM of boldm, <x,> u a auaz:mar;r atattstleJ 

'Vi) .Percentaa• of irriaated area to tbe n•t cropped area 

(~)J 

'f11) Intensity of cultivation <x1>. Tbia indicator 11 a 

COJI.P081te index of nWibe:r ot tractors, uwuer ot 

tube-wells per hectare and aaount ot fertiliser Uled 

par hectaJ'e4 

v111) Fercentaae ot ~le worltera 1D n..,.acr1cultural act1v1· 

uea to total ll&le work•r• (Xsh 
U:)/ Percentqe ot worken in tbe primary ••ctor to total 

vorken (~)J 

x) , .Pereentaa• o£ workers ill t._ tecondQ7 aector to 

total vorlten <X,o>J 
x1), Percentqe ot workers 1n the tert1a17 sector to total 

vorkera (X11 ). 
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1. 6. 2 lltJIJIEiQb&c JIG!C!\S!EI• 

1) sez-ratio (:number ot tea&lel »er thou.an4 •la•) 

<Xwa>t 
U) Percentqe of urban population to total pop\lla-

Uon (x13>t 
111) lwaber ot children below ; rean •• pe;r thou11ftd 

women 1D tbe J~eprc4uctive ac• sroup (1S-lt9) C~t.>l 

i'f) Pereentaa• arowth or population (durias 1961·11) 

ex,,). 

1.6.3 lqc1Q:Csl$BE!l IDM&•t2a• 

1) Pe~CeDtqe of llt.rate temala to total temal8a<x,6>J 
11) PeJCentaa• ot marrie4 woman to total women popula

tion <x11>t 
111) Percentaae of w14owe4, 41Yorcect and •eparate4 \fOIIItn 

to tbe total women. po;ula tion <x18) J 

iv) Percent&~• ot acbedula4 eute tel'llllle• to total 

tamales <x19>; 
v) feJCBl'lta&• of acbe4uled tribe r••les to total 

temalee <x20>. 
file impact or atruoture ot literacy 1r1 teru ot the 

laYels ot education on temale vork participation baa alto 

been eJ'am1ne4 b7 dividing the literate female population 

into three broad aroupa as tollovat 

1) Below primary lltyelJ 

11) Above primary level but below bieber seC!Ond&l7 

le'felJ 

1.11) AboVe bJ.iher aecon4&J7 level. 
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!b• atWIJ has been oqan1se4 irlto aix obaptera. The 

r1rat ebapter makea an openin& atateamt reaar4ift& tn. aature 

of tbe study, object.t.vea b7potbesea to be tested, data bue, 

lls1tat1ons ot tbe •tudt M4 analytJ.caJ. truework. !he 

second cbapter baa been 41v14e4 into t.hfte part•• !be first 

part, on the basis of literature available, analyses soma 

tbeorct1cal1Dsuea eoneeJ'tlina female participation in economic 

ut1v1t7• The second part ma1n11 of'jUises the etudies wb1eh 

b1:'9e been done on female part1Ci!Jat1on 1ft economiC act1'¥1ty in 

IDdia. Ia tbe tb11"4 part an attempt baa been made to examit\e 

the 1apet of soc1o-eeonom1c eblllJlies, both endojene tio and 

poyernment sponsored prosram::ea on economic participation or 

1"UP.l women, on the basi.l ot published llteraturG Oft thSa 

aspect. 

The tbird cbagter analyses 1n detail, tor each re&ion 

separateq, t;.be a~t1al variation in worker-rate or teale1 

and tbe1r contribution in tbo total work toree •t the dietl'ict 

leYel.. For a comparison male work pa.l'tici})ation. rat.ea are 

also analtae4 and a dia,parity 1n4ea ot male-temale participa

tion rates baa been worked out ua 1n1 Sopher• s inde~. 13 

X,• J'emale Particisation Rate 
Xa• Jials Participation nate 
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Belidea tba worker-rate baa been analyaed in relation 

to rt.U"81 M%•ratio and tbe proportion ot women 111 the vorklni 

ase aroup C1S•S9>. A correlation anaqsia bae been atteJnpte4 

to aee tt"..o relationship between ule and femt!le vork prt1c1-

pat1cm. !be analya1a of female work partie1pat1on baa been 

extended l.ij) to tal.Wt and villqe level (co a aampla 'bas1a) tor 

a companaon with bJ.aber aacre,ate leveL, aucb u the diatrict. 

!be 1n4us trtal elasaUication ot workial women ba.l been 

ana}Tae4 in tbe tourtb chapter in terru ot eeneua cateaoriea. 

With the belp of correlation matncea tbe relat1onab1p between 

tamale work participation md their 1D.duatr1al diltribution 

has bftD ~lysed tor 41fterent l'8&1ons. The d1atr1Ct leYel 

ana:t,sia hU beon compared with 1tate level pattern. 

'fbe intl.uence ot explanatory variables en tema~ 

part1cipat1on in economic activity n•• been atud1e4 m tbt 

tittb chapter. on tbe basis of cornlation anal.1a1a, bT.Po

theaea have been teated. A step-wise 11\dtiple rqressiOD 

analyais blil been made to determine the relative S..portanoe 

of explanatory var1ablea and their sillmltaneo~ impact 011 

tamale wo~ 9articipation. 

The lalt chapter &iYea a brief euwmaey or the atud;y 

and indica~a maiD tiruiqa vitb a note en turtber teope tor 

reaearcb in the field. ------- ·- --- -----
DISS 
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liit&tl f&\tiCXfA:flOI . II Q:QIQi!lt , ~tlJI!II 

IOI!i mumJCAit C2J§lW!At6QJS .. 

AI QllfliiW 01: LUIRAtUQI 

ror obviou reuona, the queation •ifh7 a man vorll:a?" 

1a not aa a1&n.1t1c~t aa t..'M queet1on "hbT a woaan t~Drb?•. 

the role ot man u the natural bread vinnera baa sot reeocni· 

tioa 1n almoet all aoc1et1ea, vbereu 8 h01118" &Dd "tam1ll"' 
have been aeen u the •appropriate• 4ouin ot wo•n. !b.

the social practice baa created two ••lJU'&t• t1elda of 

:rea.POJll1b111t7 div14ed alq the aex lJ.na•• home for wo.n 

and the vorl4 outside tbe he. tor •• !be a•neral accept• 

uc• ot women•• role in raiaJ.aa \be tail\r, 1D the beat'iDI 

and real'irla ot cbilttnn, parbapa cUd not eneot.U'81• tbe 1oeial 

scientiata to coraa14er v~n•a role direotl.y. Until ~·17 

neentlY, tbe d1acuaa1on of temale parttcipaUOI'.l 1n eeonoldo 

ae~1v1ty formed a part or yery aeneral topics aa emancipation 

and recosn1t1on or the riairl& atatwa or ••n 1rl society. 

Rowever, put tew yean bafe aeen a lrovir.la interest amoa& 

tbe aoe1al ec1eatiata ill the direct rele-vance ot women• • 

aaiDtul. emplo7J18Dt outa.lde the bo• to probleu ot eeonolllC 

arovtb 1rl develop!Da as wll aa deyeloped coun.t:r1••• Tb1• 

ia not to aay that the economic role ot voaen was not 
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reeoaniae4 in the past. In b1a t&aoUI book, "!he SubJection 

of W<nlen"1 J.s. lUl.l did reeoanue the importance of wo•n'• 

economic role nnd noted that the powr ot earnina u ••••n

tial to 41an1ty ot 'triOIIleJ'l. 

It bu been aenerally tound that the level ot female 

'part1e1pa.Uon 1a eoonozie activity 1n -nr coUDtries 11 

•1aJ?U1eantJ.I lower tbaD that pertaioq to zan. Bove•er, 

cons1d:el"8ble •ariationa 4o ex11t between rea1ons and aocial 

cla•••• 1D VOl"k part1c1,Pat1on of wo~MD delltnd1fli on tbe ataae 

ot developnent and r-eaion-apec1t1e cultural ana aoc1al 

practice an.d 14eoloatca1 bacqround. !be national oomittee 

, on the atatus of women 1n India obsernd• 

.kD.y appraisal ot women's eeonollie role• and tMir 
o.wortun1ties for partictpattoa 1n economic act1Y1-
t1ea cannot be done in 1sol&t1oa of tbe aoc1et.r'• 
ataae of development, tbe aoc1o-c\lltunl attitude 
tow&J'd8 women• 1 role in tu1J.a' al\4 in the v14er 
society and the aoc1"l1deo1J:Jay eoncemtn& baaic 
e~nenta ot 1tatua. 

2.2 CHARGING MODES OF PRODUCTION AND WOHEH'S WORK 
PAtrriCIPUIOll 

The natun and · tne ot voaen• • participation in vorJc, 

no doubu, chaD&•• with a obqe in the DIOde ot pro4uet.1on. 

Huxian acbol.ars, 1n aeneral, maintain that women•s economic 

pa:rtiei,pat1on is J.araeq attee,e4 b;J and u a dtreet reault 
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of tbe capitalistic taai~ atructure. With a model ot 

patriarcby the Manist8 anal7•• tht WOJJ!n1 a eeonoaic rola 

1D the context ot the basic 1oe1al relations prevailJ.ni 

v1th1a tbe society at aa.r &iv•n epoch. iil&ela, 3 tor example, 

aceountect tor a b1ator1eal development ot tbe tamS.~ and the 

relations to the aexea u tb87 ,.. re atteeted by tbe dew lop.. 

ment of p1'04uetive tecbrliqu.ea. Be wilted that the deftlop

ment ot private property created a clear eut division of 

labour wbicb d1ainiabed the Y&lue ot teaale production troa 

social use to private u.se ot the hou.seholt1 unit. rollcNiD& 

Bnaolst Bebellt mamtained the 1Dit1tu.Uort ot p:r1Yate p1'0pettt7 

and the GMrgence or cl&aa atructura to be lAra•~¥ responsible 

tor excludsaa vomea trom work at a social eealo md aav tbe 
I 

cause or women irltricatell 1nte:rtvirl84 witb the !'evolution 

of the prolitariate. TbUI the:r 'fiaual1ze4 that in a 

aooialilt mode of· production wo•n will qa.tn enter the 

vork force at a social seale, and the doaatic activity vould 

then aceoUDt tor an in~Uieant amoUDt ot t.S.., wb1eb would 

1G moat cuea, be aoc11JJ.aed. 

The dnelopment or capitaU•t IIOde ot production 

promote• the exploitation of women by uclu41na tamale 

domeatic la'bour vb1eb Nm81ns unpaid, althouab aoc1~ 
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D8ceee&f'1'• . •wqe" 1ll the form of cub incoae becomes 

neceeiU7 and tbua •emplo7atn.t" tor cub tocome utWita a 

very !aport.ant role 111 eapitalitt JIOde ot production. 

aattouS h014a that the boWiebold airlt&inl VOIItD ... 

reeene labour torce available to ~om ea;p1talut produc

tion when required u 1D war tJ.rae. rurthermore, it euea 

the social teca1ona - 1.nbarent 1D cap1tal.Um - when un-
. . 

employment rtae•• oJUtblJ.rli cap1tal.um to sunive 1ta. chroniC 

CJ'Cle or- intlation and depression. Hirantta6 also ma1nta1&1a 

tbat the capitaliat usea female labour in special orisel 

e1tuationa aa a •ana ot reduc!na the coats of production 

alld u seasonal labour' etpecially in come~~al earieultural 

production. Because of tbe1r 9&1s1v1ty 1rl the labour 
' 

relattorm, Which prevents them from isproviq their barsa1n-

1Di poeition, womtnt•s vase labour .te .-rtieularly suitable 

to capitalist&• 

However, the ecocomtc participaticm ot women cannot 

be seen 1D4epen4ont ot the ooMtrainta ot the il'ltemational 

,economic relations 111 tl'Jt form ot 4•pentJ•nc1ea and the ilspact 

ot international pol1tieal econom7• BowYer, a nUJiber ot 

$. Hel.eietb B, Sattot.t, "female Labour and Capitaliam ill tbe 
Vrlited Statel and Bra~" in lime CJ'Sif \ulfY£1ljkG 'IWM' ·lni ,Ch•tl!"" (ad. ) Robr e Lint ,Tbe aauet 
Mouton an co. , 1 , PP• 59-9a.. _ 



• 26 • 

atwU.ea meal bow tbe aocte ot p1'04uct1on attecta the work 

par\1eipat1on of vo•n 1n the third World countriea, .18 a 

J)art or aD international •r•tera based on dependency. For 

example Boaerus? cateaor1eally asserted that, .it not all, 

1ft aeveral areas, female .PUtieipatj.on decrea1ed. u a re•ult 

ot colonial influence. ColoniaUIIl otten 41tte:rent1ate4 the 

social an4 domeatic labour. Boaerup c1tea numerous inatanee1, 

when colonial peroaonnel ezclu.ded vomen trom caab erop eult1 va

tion end preferred me onl.T after &11'10& tbem proper tftinirla 

to app)¥ moc!em taetmiquea. !be eo~ty econorq bec~m~ 

v1deapread and ibe food crop production 1n vbich vo•n 

cont~4 to work becamrt 1nter1or to cub crop production and 

became a private attau. Olau.ra Miranda a arattea that "• ••••.• 

durin& the proceaa ot dependtnt capitalist cle'felopment, 

r1a1n& lnela ot uaett.ploJll8nt an4 tmd•r-e;;ployment raay be 

expected to occur atmW.taneoual7 and to at teet women• a 

pu-t1e1pation in the l.aboUI" t orae more tben men' a. w Sbe 

aoea on to arcue that "••••. if 1n4uatr1al capitalist~ 

rele&ate• w®Jen to the P'l'ipbeJ'1 ot ·the economy', the capita

liD ot the 4e,penc1ent nations wake their position even more 

d.itficult. • Prom the 1tud7 ol Braa111an tc<mOJIY' • lbt 

conclw!ea ttlat eapital11s 1n dependent countries ooruailtl 

1rl 4111odiil'Jg worker• from qrieult\U'e faater tban they are 

b•ina absorbed 1nto tndustriea. C=-equentl7 the tema~ 

7. Etter Boserup (1970)t JIQMD' I BQJ.LV! k!'JDOUS DU!l9Pi!.tnt 
Oeoae Allen and UnvUJ. 

8. Glaura Vaaquaa dAt Miran4a (197?), &tSits 
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part1ci,patton 4eel1nea witb de-.elopment. A. lara• ••"1oe 

eector i.I'OW iD such a a1tuat1on an4 women hold a 41s

propon1onate number or Jobs uau.al]3 tbe low atatus onea, 

1n tbi8 aector. 

a.J SOCIO.}I;'OIOMIC Dl!.VELOP!UIT All D kOMES• S WORI 
PMtTICIPATION 

One ot tba maJor cbuacter1atica of economic dnelop.. 

ment ia a reduction in the relatiYe illportan.oe or qrieulture 

and an 11torene 111 tbe s..portenee ot non-qr1eultural acUvi

tiea. Utberliaation and J.ndua trialia&tion are important 

elements ill the process ot aocio-eeonomie develol)D8nt. 1'he 

,atru.ctUJe of production chana•• u the development proceeds 

and aariaulture nat~l~ lotea its t.portanee as a aouree ot 

wort. Tile 11Mpover aeta reallocated 1n eecondaey and tertiarr 

aectore ct the economy. Acrarian aocietiea with tuiq aa tbe 

WU.t or product~on and houaebold irutu.stri•• beinJ the ID08t 
v 

U\portant aoti'fity tranafont theaelVII 1nto indwttrJ.aJ. 

aooietiea with mo4em o.raaniae4 1ndwat.r1es. The pJ'OCea• 

4eatrota the traditional division ot labour and tn41v1duala 

ahtl not tlll1111ea sel"t'e a. t.raita ot labour. lew skills are 
' l'ttqd.nd tor tn. obaa&•• in the production. method. 

However, the benetita ot develos-nt are not equally 

8b&te4 b)' mEut and wo•n and •• .. •raJ. atw'Sie1, particularly 

tboae pertaicin& to !bird World eouotrias, re'Yeal that 

women are often tbe victtu ot cle'felo~DUt• Boserup9 and 
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M1es10- conclude that voaen• • a tatWJ daclJ.nla vitb their 

41m1ft18bed .Pro41lct1Y• role ill the transition to an urban 

iftduatrtal econorq baaed on vaae labour. '1M produetive 

role ot women decline• q tbe;y are no lqer imolved 111 

a&l'icul.tural. work and the 1Ddustl'1es of a peasant eeono111. 

fbis is part1eularl.T important where Nral to urban qra
tion 11 :Involved. AecoJ."din& to Boaerup, 1ft tbe traditional 

eoe1etJ' tbe female parUci,vation 1D cW.ti•at1on depends on 

tba es1stina aar1cultural eeono:ty. fbe7 are acUve in 

av1cl4en cu.lti'Y&t1on but tend to drop out in plouab cu.lUYa• 

t1on, -qain to 3oia _ill laq• rswmers ill 1ntens1v• field 

c:ult1Yatton. Bove•er, within ,plouah qricultu.M, areu ot 

vet-rice eu.lt1Yat1on are u,;;ected to ahoY a hi&her female 

participation. But a llOre 4e'Yelo,Pe4 ec::ocomy, 1ft &•nenl 

p,roYel detrimental to female e.aplo,.nt. 

!be tntroduct1oa ot new tecbnolQgy botb 1D acr.teul

ture and 1n 1n<lfllltr1ea, duplacea woman and :reatricta their 

accesa to nw Jobs.' Lalll'du Ariape 11 8J"&llel that, "Du.rin& 

the tuat •tea• of 1n<luatri&Ueat1on, tb& ty'pes of industries 

tbat &M utabUebed, Jtatnq textile• and leather. are 

labour-intenatv• and prcwid.e additional euwloyment for women. " 

But vhen mechanisation advances, eaploJmtnt aequ1res a 
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pndomtDMt]T male-l)1q. lora& s. Chiach1lla12 while 

ualyaln& tbe qt.lost1on ot tuale upl.o]'lttmt maintaiu that 

tamales• eaclusioa troll work parttcipatJ.on, or ••• ••crela
t1oo in employment, are to be related. to tbG aoe1o-aconomic. 

eb&Qittl and the aequent1al ctw:ta•• 1n the oocupat1onal 

. etruet\U"G fmd in tbe alloaation ot work 1>7 aex. She rejaeta 

the 14ea ot s.tadying cbanl•• 1n woaen'• work partie1pation 

tn4epenclfmtly trom that or a=an. •Industrial tlNWtb aut 

mocS.ernilation," slle holds, •mJ.abt actually bring about 

'"ate.r riJatr1ct1ona on tbe ab111t7 ot temalea to contribute 

41reotly to t&ailT economlc8 and ereate 1daoloa1•• t.bat 

Juti.ty tbe contiDued work oi the sa~oritT ot woaen 1D the. 

home.•13 Ioduatrial1sat1oD almost uo1Yereally d•atro,ra or 

veatu.tna arUean induetries, which &N W!u&lly 11'1 tile banda 

ot women. But the ecODomic _part1c1paticm of women then, she 

&.l'iuea, depends 011 whettter 1ndu.str1al11at1oD abaona woman 

d1splaee4 tro• productive rolfta 1D b01111t or trad1 t:J.onal .PN• 

cap1hl.ist eeonoau into manutacturiaa wbieb 1a, 1D tum, 

dependent u.poa tbe total _poll tical-economic context tn wb1ob 

it oecnars, and the extent to wbich 1t bl"'IAka dow tewtel or 

pre-capttc11st relations, o.,.atea a demand for labour in the 

dynamic= sector ot eoODO:v and rediltributes vealth tntemall.J'·· 

12. Jorma a. Cbiftebill.a, "Induatzt1allaat1cm1 Monopoly 
Cap1t&U.• and women• 1 );ork iD oauta.la," m JlrfA ~A 

ll'eitiei!iilL'el.P!o;.if~~'MEI 8iir$!J:ity :t ' 
Cbicaao '~"•••>, 1971, p.Jp., 

13· Da~. 
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fbua the vo.rk participation ot women doea not n•poad to 

· sovemment polieiea u mucb •• it naponda to the tunction 

that tbe eeonomr ot whicb they are a part, aet'Vtta the 

wor 1d s11teu.:. 

Ambannavar1 .. trom tbe stud7 of India'• urtan1eat1on 

· conclw.te• that the ·proee•• or urbanilatioa plays a key role 

irl the decline ot the participation of women 1n the wolk 

to:r~•· W1tb ~· srowth ot ind~at~ie• 1ft urban areas, tm 

rural household 1nclus triea dec lint witbout be !~ acocom:panie4 

b7 a structural chaD&• in_ empl07JDOnt whieb migbt improve 

female partic1•at1~ 

Welle.-15 Obaerna, on the buia ot the historical 

aaaqala of the tren"- in Puerto Rico tbat part1c1»&tton of 

women in eertain types ot iaintul erap~nt outside tbe 

.bo• 1nereues vttb eeonoa1e developt~~nt, but thil doea not 

al'l4 perhaps eannot compensate tor tbe d•cline ot emplo7JDint 

1r1 the more tra41 tional indue t.-1ea. Tbia may bappo.n :trl the 

abort run. But the loDa run ertect or 1nduatrial18at1on may 

raise the overall female l.aboUJ" f'oi'Ce part1c1pat1on. 

Harold W1lenek)'"16 cateao:r1&el \i01Mhl1 s participation 

as a tunet1on oZ the ata~e• ot economic dlvelopment - a 

1~. J.P. Jmbannayar, 197S1 •chancea 1D Economic Aet1Y1ty of 
Malee and Ftmalea 1n ~41a, 1911-61,• DlmoiE!Rblt ~. 
vp.S1·'2· · 

1S. Robert B.Wollerl "A Biltorical Ana~s1a of Female Labour 

~~.i7i!!!"f:z~,~~:C~u;9:3>~:~60-'n:1* •D4 lsonQmJ& 

16. Barold Wilensky, •wOI*l' • Works liconoJD1c Growth Ideoloa;y 
and Gcoial Structure,• ID4VItti!l Rt:a\lt<ai!lt Vol.?, Bo.J, 
1968. p. 23~. 
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situation e·i•ar)¥ derived from weate:m ex~rience. But 

IouasCU', 11 tollowiD& CoUYer end Lanaloia 18 u4 Wilbert 

B. l4ooN19 holda that t...._ relation between economic de1'elop. 

meat l1l'l4 overall participation ratea ot women Ja indeter.d.n· 

ate. '!'be process or reallocation v1th economic 4fvelopant 

oceura not only between one econold.c aector and another, but 

within apae1f1c aectore tbemselvea. Jotivities auch u 

domestic se"ice, petty trade and primitive types ot boa 

1Dduatries are superseded by emplOyment related to publJc 

sen tees, comr.;eree, the protesaions and tactor,y lfork. 

Consequent~ neither tbe total part1c1~ation rate• nor the 

pmport1on ot female 1n the total labour fOrce are crucial 

!'rom an economic atan4 _point, since advancement c:toea not 

neeoaaarily brina about e increa•ed partici_pation ot wo•n 

1ft au aoctora ot the labour tore•• It 18 the upara4ma ot 

the vomen• 1 vol'k in JIOde:m aecto:r• that a ,poa.1t.1Yely 

associated w1tb econom!e develop~~ent am it is oertain typea 

ot paid work outa14e tbe home wbicb inereaae acC'orc!J.nalr• 

Tbe relation betveen economic de•elo»ment and voaen•s 
economic participation ia indeterminate in tl» aense tbat 

the proeeu vb1cb operates 1a one of Nlhutfle rather than 

18. Andrew Collver and Eleanor Larliloia, •!be Fe ... ale Labour 
Foree 111 Metropolitan J.Masl .An Intemat.ional Compal"1eon," 
.~ j2J;rcl.opm!gt y4 C''!ltua:tl. ~~. VoL 10 (4), 

t p.~ . . 

19. Wilbert E. f"loon, t' ~~~ct 2t lrJ.dH.ftrr (Hew Jerae7t 
Prentice Ball) , 19 , P• • 
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acceleration of overall participation. Youssef', from a 

atu.dr of rev Latin American and Midd~ 'Eastern eountrte•• 

concludea that the dUterenees ill pal"t1c1patton ratea 

betw~ countries exiat 1n4ependentl.r or tbe eeonom.tc stage; 

and. the d1apu1tr 1n labour force rate• 18 rtot due to 

re&10lllll differe11ees in tbe structure ot demand tor \.Orkers. 

!be variations hi the 18.bour force behaviour ot women. 

accol"dina to the a twly, retlect ••••ntit.lly diftereneea 1D 

vomen•a reaction to work opportunities. 

AsswrJng certain types or activities appropriate or 

luitable ~ women, tev ~tbora. aque that with socio-economio 

clneloJDDt avaJ.labillt1 of au.ob activities vould un4erao 

cbailiea imply1a& a correapond1n& 1ncreue or decrease 1n 

women•• participatiOD 1n aconoaio activities. De' ooua20 

after eompariag different reaions ooneludea tbat tbe rate of 

women vorkera varies with aoc1o-econoatc development and 

p8l'C8ftt8&& of people enaa;ed in tertiar:y Ot'C"Upationa. fbe 

easeace or his araument 11 that the axt.nt of J'e~~&le partici

pation 1n economic activity will c1epen4 on the extent of the 

avail.abllitr of low•pretitia• Jobs. fhe remale part1c1~at1on 

would be bi&ber- it Jobs of lover pre•ttc• &N aYa11abla 1n 

lara•~" nutlben. fbouah contro.,era1al tert1&J7 occupations 

20. Vietor S. De' Sousa, ttCha.ncJ.n& Soe1o-Eeonom1<L C'ond1tiona 
u4 IhploJCent ot women 1n India • in tun4• ot soe~o
f;pmifn:Ptf'i;»"A IpcJ11 2§71-titl, Tranaaetions ot the 

· ian t tu o.f Advanced Study, Vol.. VII, Stala, 
( 1969) t pp. "-l..lt5'7 ~ 
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an taken u indicators oJ.' hi&h aocio-econom1c development •. 

W1th the economie da-.elopsent, tbe pro~ortion ot ~obi of 

higher presti&e, expands at the coat or jobe or lover 

preetJ.ae. Con8eqgentll', parUcipaUon ot women 1D economic 

activity decUn••· The entire analysia reetl. on a aocioloat· 

cal basis ot takina flll1il3 aa a atatua un1 t and that tbe 

atatus ot dependent me$bel'l bei!Ji determined by the oecupa-, 

tional statua of the hftad of the temilJ. !bus 1D naions of 

low aoc1o-eoonom1c developaent moat men are ensaae4 111 un..;. 

sk1Ue4 Jobs ot loW pl'Qatije. !be womn do not find it 

41tt1cult to lo1D labour force 111 these JWuta of activities 

aa it does not d1atud> tbe preaUae conaiatene7 ot the family. 

With areater aoeio-economie 4•velopaent an4 availability of 

oecll,PAtiona of bi&ber presU&• 1D lara• numbers vomen usually 

vi tbdrav from vork because lack ot education and ak1ll dOes 

not permit tbea to avail ~ob.l equal to tbair busband•a 

preat1&•• De' Sou.&&' • tbesia teems well founded, but 

ev14encu prove tb.a t vomen• • drop out from labour Ioree 11 

aot exclusively related to prestiae consistency. Anc!rea 

S1D&h21 SD a atu47 ot voam in Delhi's squatter col.ony, for 

enmple, finds tba t a lara• proportion of the work in& vomec 

did not vub to discontinue work even it their hWiband'a 

income tnc..-aaect. 



Societies do cbqe from simple to cospla ones nlona 

a acale of fncreastna division of labo\uo and difterent1at1on. 

Bisher le'fela of tecbnolo61 and more forwal 1net1tut1ons u 

well as creator oceu.p&tierl&l apec1al18at1on are the cnaraete

rilltic reaturea of a complex society. In the procen of 

evolution ot a aoe:lety inereu1na speclal1eat1on akea the 

labour1Dg sroup more efficient and u a consequence tbe overall 

- productivity :rises. SJ.&nple aoe1et1ea with lesser epec1al1aa

t1cn and differentiation amana tbe social units are leas 

productive and poozter. Accepttn& the link&6e between apec1a-

11oat1tJD, ~ctm.ology and rewtu·da, .bater 9olerap22 conel.U.des 

that women witlldrnw nom work or set releaa.ted to ~obi 1n the 

backward sectors ot the ee.onomy as they fall on the lower 1ide 

or the productivity aap. 

2. It WO:"tEli, F AM ILl' ADD \\\OR! 

Asswnil'ls that women• s pr1a&17 responsibil1 ty 11 bornt 

and ir.r.mediate famll;y, a nUIIber of acbol.al"a, partieularlJ 

soc1olosiats look at -women• s economic panioi~ation outside 

'ti:K't home as a function ot' tbe coapl"'l'dJe bet'lll·een the family 

and the economic arstem. This school feele that tbe srowtb 

or decline of temal.e l.abo~ force oute1de the home u not 

cmly dependent U.POD the socio-econo.rd.c d.eVelo.t.ment, but mor-e 

importantlr upon variables related to social orssn1aat1on, 

particularly the prevai~ family system. 

22. Bator Bo•erupt Ws;m'fnDO.l§ Ul t;S~BQ R!!!flOPMnt 
(Geor«S• Allen an vn• Ltd. , 19 • 
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Collver and L&Dalo1s, for example• observe tbatt 

Ber ke7 roles have been and re•m tbose ot v1te, 
mother and bomt maker and •••n When sbe il not 
ret ma. rr1edl ber expectations of assu.nirlg these 
roles exe:rc ae an iDtlWtnce on the_ebaracter and 
extent or ber economic a.ctiviU.s. ~ 

!beae tvo authors on the basis or an ad.Juatdnt 

between fami~ and econom1e stattta !104 out fo\11" broad 

patterns or female work particivation u followst 

a) a pattern, typical ot bi&bll' 4nelo_ped induttrial 

countries Witb biab wagea llld a desiH tor 'bet"r 

stanc!al'4 of 11virla, on one band, and the J.)enut1rl& 

notion of women• • place in the bome, on the other 

hand, 1)\lU an .U,Pj,ier Umit on p:rtieip&tion r&tel• 

Women remain active in the labour market either 

tbroJ4b postponement ot mun~t~e 01' b7 'KJrld.ni 

until married cou.ple baa ebildren1 

b) a Latin Amerieen pattern cbaracterised by .low non

do~st1o participation; 

c) a Caribbean pattern vi tb hi&b participation rate a. 

1'be tam117 system is weak md una table w1 tb b~b 

1lleg1 timacy rates and a ivea rue to the need for 

many women to be aelf sufficient at nU~~~troua 

tntervala tbroQihout their life; 

4) an "early marriage and female aeclmaioD j.itttem" 

typical ot Mua.11m countries ot tbe middls East. 

The low ll&rUcipation rate of women in econoade 

activities 1a seen aa a direct result or 

23. Andrew Collver and Eleanor Laniloia (1962} 1 2Rfe1tt,, p.36?. 
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.(.'rob1b1tion of pUblic act1Yity, alUed vltb 

ea:rl.T marr1aa• and need tor exclu81Ye attention 

to buaband and eb114ren. 

It 1s interestins to note tbllt almost all these 

patterns are obse"ed irl IntUa 1n ita broad rea1onal 

spectru.m. Irl addition, 1n tbe context of Ind1a two m:re 

patt$ms are 14ent1t1edt (e) a tribal Indian pattem ant! 

(f) a low caste Bindu ,pattern. In botb the cases the 

participation ot females in econoado activi tr 1a of a ••rr 
bi&b dearee, ap~anntl;y due to their traditional aoclal 

etbos and laek or eooial taboos vbieb inhibit bJab cute 

women tmm aceeptiJli wom. 

It will. be aeon tbat fluotWJ.tions 1r1 wqe influences 

temale partiei9at1Jn 1n economic activities. In ~t 

tam1Ues, men are the primary bread wirlners. AI secondaey 

bread wirmers womea often work w1tl'l the tn1t1aUon of 

auamentioi ram111 income not ot a upportini tbe t wJr. so, 

women tend to withdraw from .labour force, U tbe waaes ~ 

h.ish· But when th& wqea are low, WOllin enter the labour 

market m orcter to auament tamilT' • 1Deoae. Paul H. Do~las2lt 
thus eoneludes from a at.w!T ot Bl"i t&in th~t loW· •aaea are 

associated v1tb high proportion ot women at work and 1n 

1ln1 ted States of America, bilb waa•• wn neaatively 

associated with proportion or women at work. But G&d&112; 

24. Paul B.troualas, tbJ TQ!gn ot !Mil (lev torJu 19S7>. 
,pp.-212-?lf., 290. 

2S. D.R. GacJailt W9y &n tb•~~rk3Jii. lots• in In41a (BOIIb&yt 
.Asia .PUbl1sh1Dg ouse), 1 , P• 26; · 
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points out that, .since femal.ee work primarily 1n tbole 

occupations in wbicb bouaehold rea~ons1b1lit1es can be 

easiq eozzbined v1tb produet1Ye work, the a'fa1leb1l1tJ ot 

s~.&cb oecu:,P&ti.ons in any given period would det1rmine the 

leVel and extent of temnle employ'llent oataide tbe h018. 

A. Chapman amoet26 bolda more or lese a similar Y1ev. 

Astmadna tbat there are so• catesoriea of' work • suited• to 

women, it is proposed that the teala )8rtic1pation would. 
t depenct more em the tact that wether the female sectors' of 

'he 8COftOll:i1 are e:~p&ll41:1Ji or abr1nk1n& 1 than on overall 

lnel or rate ot econo:d.o 4evelop•nt. the rate or women•a 

economic ~rt1c1pat1on \lt"Ould also delAnd on the 1r ability to 

reconcile to the typea ot emplo1Ulertt available tor women vitb 

their domestic reapODS1b111t7• 

Ill predominantq ._r1cul·tural e;vatems women often 
have lase ot a probltua reconc11.1na roles, beca\lle 
of the tlex1b1llt1cs 1n the ~ork schedule ••••• 
Industs-ial1sation br1ftss •w problems! since t!» 
J'1i1dity in factory emplo)'llent llflk.H t leaa eu1]¥ 
COIDblned vJ.th motll3rbood and famil.l Utet u a 
conaeqwtnce women have little chOice but to retire 
to home. A.l.o1'Ji with tbe expana1on of the sen1Ce 
sector ot the ecooomy, the ispro'fed employment 
prospects !or women 1D tbe bSghl;y 1Udustr1al.iae4 
countries are J~Glated to a lllasen1ft¥ of the conflict 
between von and ta.mily rolea. 

A • u• pattern tbus emer,ea ill relation to temale employment 

0901" t.iu:le. 
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a.; SOCIAL STRA'f'IFIC'ATION, STATUS RiD WOMEN'S \~ 
I 

fbere an tev known eoc1et1et wbieb an not etratitied. 

· !be Wluence ot social atrat1t1cat1on and tbe eonaeqLWnt 

'statue• question 1D.flwmces females' vork participation. 

The· ca.te sntem ct India is otten quoted aa an example of 

such "Stratification by a number or sebolara. s.c. Dube21 1ft 

his stUdy of social IAttem ot Andbra Pradesh luts tour main 

aoc1al groups. In the •oo1al arapb, at the tip or the 

hierarchy. women v1thd.raw trom any outdoor activity and tanJ 

observe aatUbs. Belov th18 aroup 1a the local cultivator 

eutea 1n wbieb women onl;y do domestic d.u.Uea and never ao 
out as wae earners. In the third tii'O~ are women of loV 

' castes vho assist their hwabanda in tbeir t1el4s. !bey mi&bt 

so for wages in the busy season wben tbere is a areater demand 

tor labour. At tlle lowest rank are tbe poorest ot the low 

caate wcnsn, vbo reau.la.rly aeek paid employment to support 

their tam.llies. fbus a positi"fe uaociation emeraea between 

tbe presence or tbe last two cat.eaories in any given region 

and the ~male work participation • 

.N.D. Srin1Yaa28 po1nts out tbat thU pattern vu 

never atatic and the influence ot modem1aat1on and Sanakr1 t1-

aat1on29 compli.oates tbe entire ait\lation. Particularly 

2?. s.c. DUbs, Ig4ig !&ilf&!t London (19,6), pp.1.,.._1S. 

28. M.N. Sr1ni'f&l (1918), • Cbfft!D& .i!RJ1~32hQt: !g41!D 
!fSVR!at Tbe T.H. Buley mor a IActure e :ver at the 
London SChool of Economics 1976 (OXford Un1Yera1ty Pre••>, 
p..1s. 

29· Saukritiution re.ren to the acceptance or the val~• ot 
th$ ~per eutea by tm lover cutes. K.H. Srinivu, wbo 
coined tb1a word writes that a mob1l8 Jati (sub cute) or 
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Suakritillltion of a cute 1aposea nstr.t.etions on women tor 

extra-mural Gl01'$mente and more so on vaae labour wbieh 11 a 

••k ot low status. The areat]3 increased oppoJttUD1t1et tor 

aeculu mobil1t7, Sr1r11vas araues, available dunno the 

lr1t1ab l'1lls as veU as Ir.l4epen4ent India also aeant consider

able inereue in the quautum or sanakritizat1on. As more and. 

mo-re members ot tbo lowtr cutes Obtained access to education, 

~o'bs and ~r, they telt tbe need to tread tbe well worn path 

to leait1misirlg theu ntiRI]J' earned status (by aecepttnc tbe 

values aDd habits of the upper ea.stea). 

!be importance ot 4emo&r&pbie t'actors in temala part1• 

c1pat1cn 1n economic aet1v1t7 is no lesa a1e:Jn1f1cant. 

Women• s b1oloaical role, particularly reprodi!Ction, irltarferea 

w1tb their eeonom1e participation away from bome. But the 

degree or this interference would de.ttand on the ne.tun ot 

economic role they are playing vbtcb would depend on ·the 

ataa:e of development or e society. Jeanne Ridley, lO propoae4 

an •u• shaped pattern tor female emplo,.nt in relation to 

4emos;rapbic tMDS1tion 'Wbieh can be parallel to economic 

transition. Be f11lJUG4 that 1n pre-induatrtal societies, 

a mobile aeet1on of a jat1 Cbatlied its occupation, tllet, 
adopted the worship ot one or other man1festlt1on ot a 
htill Bi.Ddl.l God or his conaort1 emulated the Brabm1nieal 
l1te style and even o~ed 1 ts cute name. A new ori& in 
myth was also invented. · 

JO. Jea:nM.Cltlre R1dsfley •nemoarapbic Cbanie and the Bols and 
s.tat&JJ ot WOJIGil *'Jii =H 2t 9t:£1£Y Aoaa•u at blWs£!6,..GSl9ati (iii:; Vol. J~ January 19 , pp.1S-a;. 
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bit:Jb mortality va~t.in& lliAib natality forced the vODBn to 

be pre-occupied With tbe b1o~1cal role ot reproduct.lon. 

But the economic participation ot woman was not much affected 

as tbe1r biological role could be eu1]¥ combined with their 

eeono~ role, since the econoraic actiVity was centl"84 vithin 

tho famil3'• With tbe 11'1ereue 1n 1ndustrial1at1on, tbe 

economic production vas re:lCJVecl from boule. The men tolk 

eollld tl"'U'JJter their activities outaidtt tlJl home, because of 

their mlniaeule reproductive role, wbereu tbe wotaen•s pre

occupation with bear1ns and rearin& tufteUonu continued to 

eont11et w1tb their econold.c rolAt. At a later stese vitb a 

fall 1n Want and child mortality, there vu no need to bear 

a laqe number ot children. At this ataae' &jain vomen could 

enter tbe labour force. Tbe advanced countrte1 experienced 

this stage onlr atter second World war. Bove'Ver, it 18 

observed that in most advanced cou:atr1ea tbe aae-e,ii&Citte 

tem&le labour force parUc1pat1on 1a double peaked qli.mt a 

tJ.nale-paakednaas ot the aar;e 1n 4nelo.P.iai eountriesJ 31 tbe 

peak be.11'J& reached between ao-29 ,_arss followed by a plateau 

wltb a amaU negative slope tor the 30-.39 year age aroup. 

Sillgle•peakedlleaa ii'lvolvea tbe absence of re-ent17 phenomenon 

so cowr.nan to ac.tvance4 eountr1ea. This •uaa•• ts that tor a 

l.arae 9Vt ot the committed female vork force marriage and 
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cb1l.d bear1oi (in de~elopiJJd countries) does not enent1all.T 

alter the pattern ot part1cipat1on.32 

Durand, 33 on the otber band, bol4a that decline 1ft 

fertility and increase in married women.workera rate, although 

related witb each other, both these tendencies m87 be eauae4 

by a tbird rorce, like desire to b&Ye a. biiber standard or 

Uv~ or moro independence tor women. Jo dOubt, deqrapby 

eei'Vea usetu.l tool tor anal.T•J.na partie1pat1on ot woman 1n 

economtc actiYitt when l'$lated wi tb other tutors. ,, 

COna14erin.ii the vut 41tterencea 1n the level and 

extent ot female employment between countries &1'14 v1tb1n each 

country and rec1on a seoarapbical pe:repect1ve on the problam 

becomes n.cessary tor c!rawini any conel.uaions or aenerallaa

t1ons. In tact, a l.aek or aeoaraphical perspective en tba 

pl'Oblem led to maay ta.l.acioua conclwliona bleed on the stud7 

ot a aroup or a verr broad :reaion sueb aa a eount17. Laek 

or a aeoarapbical perapacti'Ve led ~ soc1olo&1stallt to 

conclude that the women 8ft b1oloa1cal.J¥ lisa capable or 

doins work outaide tbe home. The cl1v181on ot labour between 

Sva~ Mukhopadbyaya •women \liiorJceJ"' of Indiat A cue ot 
Market Beamentat10Q ln Women 1n Indian Labour Fore•," 
IDt!mt~1gnaJ, J.a]aour QmY&Mt1gn, 1981, p.101. 

' 
J.D. DuraoQ, "Married women irl tbe Labotll" Foree, • =21-;s i{oym!J. gt eoeS,gloix, Vol. LII, 11ove~ar 19lt6, 

31+. Lionel TJ.ier, Robin Fos, Georae Peter Jiiu.rdaek, lfaleste 
PanODI and many other aocioJ.oiiiata and anthl'Opolo&:lsttJ 
confm'lded that the division of labour is a fUllCtion of 
the difference 1n tbe biOloiY of men and women. 
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the two sexes were attributed to the • a•n• • and 1 b1oloar•. 

Obv1ouaq these scholars ignored the yartat1ona ex1at1n& at 

lower levels of spatial units and also at otber rea1ons than 

their um.verse of study. suece•e1'fe researehe rslS vith a 

seograpbieal perspective re~ected tbe 1b1olo&1'·baaed tbaoriea 

and found cultural traditions to be more important. Oakley36 

tor example studied c:l1tferont countries aueh u China, India, 

Russia. Cuba an4 Israel and concluded that biology baa little 

or no influence on women's economic role. 
I 

Gulat13? while explainin, temale partie 1pa tion 1n economic 

activity in India actm1tted the need tor a aeoaraphical. perspective 

on the problem tor eorreet aeneralJ.IatiODS. and obaened tbatt 

"•• •• the overall £1su.re tor .a countrr of the alae ot India can 

be quite misleading tor dJ'awin& one' a c:oncluaion as to tbe 

taetora Ullderl.Tln& that figure. • !be CCJ~m~1ttee on the Statua 
,......... 

ot Women also recosnised the need ot a geographical enquiry 111 to 
-.__/ 

the problem. ot temale participation in ecot'lOmic act1Yity. 3& 

3S. For example those ot Ann Oakle7, Bruno Bettelheill and. 
otbar Maniat Soeiolo&iata. Tbey maintain that tar from 
bein& bioloaical in nature, tb.e divia1on of labour 
accoro.tna to ae:r llnea are more of an ezpreaaion or 
history and culture which vary 1n d1f'forent reaio:na 
resultin& 111 d1tterent type ot division of labour and 
rate ot participation in econom1e activity. 

36. Oakley, A., goy.ge W1(f!t Allen Lane, London, 196?. 

3'1. Leela Gu.lo.t11 "Female Work Parti.c1pat1ont .A Stud7 of 
Inte .. r-State JJ1tferences,• .6£onomti1?' Polf!c!J. Wttk1Ia
Vol.10, No.1 and 2, Januaey 11, 'l , pp.4 1. 

38. A Synopsis of the Report or tbe Rataonal Committee on 
Status ot Women, ICSSR, 19?5, p.60. 

I 
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lt observed that "Because ot •••••• 41tterent1al impact or 
de,elopmant, a macro analJs~a or women'• economic part1o1• 

pation •••• eannot tell the whole ttory. • 

Since the women cannot be ••en u a b.o1101eneoua sroup 

botb vertical~ and boriaontally, tbe aeoaraphical appraisal 

1a of prtmary importance. 

!he above retereneea to the debate on vomen's parti

cipation in economic act1'¥1ty makea the complexities ot the 

problem clear. It is eYident that social. aeiont1sts ami 

fem1niats do not depend on the a1mp11at1e theory ot b1olo&1cal 

1nter1or1ty ot woman. !bare is a welCome sl)1ft of attention 
-

to the spatial and temporal dimension of the problem of 

vomen•s participation 1n vork made po~sible by an attempt to 

underetan4 the processee vbiob have contributed to -voDull• 

participation tn GCOnomie acti~~ty or otherwise. 

!be debate OD the.femala participation in econosto 

act1V1t1 l.Gads to two Sm,portant eoncluaio~. first, b 

problem 1s extremel;r complex than it would ap_varent}J' sea 

and eimpl1st1e &118lyaa would l.ead to UIU'9&11st1e conclus1onl. 

In this aenae most of the vieva expreasect by •cl'lolars can be 

taken u comple~!:entary to eacb other. Second and pe rbapt 

more important. ecnelus1on ia tbat the women•a p&rtieipatlon 

1n oeonomic activity oannot be looked rrom the same angl8 ror 

the clavQio,ped as well as undeYeloped or underdeveloped parte 
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or the world. Aa aost or tbe tindin&a pro'", 1D tm•• two 

blocks, ditforent processes· are opera tina 1n determimDJ 

tbe nature and eztent ot vomen• • participation 1n economiC 

acU:t1ty. fhe conditions are not the aa. in both tbe 

euea. Tbus the meeban1eal &,P_plicatioa or any theory 

cter1ve4 from \;eatern e:I',Perience to the Indial'l reality •1 

lead to tallecious conclusions. 

In tbe preeed1Qa seet1on theoretical 1mpl1cat1ans 

emerain& trom various national and international studiea 

on ths problem of temalo participation in econouic activity 

have been organised and eonsiderecl. In the seetion that 

follows it 1a proposed to e.xam1ne the apecitic Indian 

situation as far as tamale labour j)&rticipaUon 1a 

coneeme<L .An attem,Pt hU been made to aummrr!se &Dd 

s:ystematical.q present the methodolo&r adopted and con

clusions &rr1'Ye4 at by re8earcber• vorld.D6 on di,ftennt 

aapeeta of tbe problem in the IDdian contest. 

2.9 TUB lNDIAH SITUATION 

fhG study ot the economic atatua of women in IMia 

ia a recent phenomenon39 and it baa main]¥ sained ground 

e.tter Indes;endence. In a historical aur.ey Sarath1 kbarya~0 

laments thatt 

39. Kal.PfUl& Daagupta (ed.) (1976), WOf!D QD el~Ind!M §S!M' 
t\D,JQno\ated L?Uil191r•Qb;r, Abbirlav, PJJ- 1 - • 

40. Sarathi Aebarya, "Jm.pl.oyaant of ~OIDel'l and Mea 1ft India • 
A Biato.rical. Review, 1901•19S1 9 " ?f." tyftY Joyr~). of 
lt!!ls!YE 4~gnom&ss, Vol. 22 (3), 19 , p. • 
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Dllf'iD& the t1rat halt of the centur,. when India vu 
limpin& tovarda modernisation, there ap;earad no 
coneem on women• • participation in econoraica~ 
mtan1Jlitul oceupatton• Vbicb .ts ao naeeaa&J7 to 
auarantee their .,P&rt1c1pat1on 1D 4ec1•1on 11Bk1ni and 
equality 1n 4ecltrdnc status. 

It is ~ after 19SOa and ;articularl;y 1n 19?0. that a 

larse Dumber of atud1•s on the atatua or women, theil" 

part1c1,P&tion rates 1D the work torce, waaea an4 a111ce 

beaan to tAJ,ipear, but tor the earlier period littllt raterial 

18 available except tor MJ.tra, lt1 Gad&il42 and A.mbannll'far' ,43 

census analyaia and acme deao,rapbie evi4encet:Je But most of 

these stUdies are too aureaat1•e and reqtlire further 

d1asem1natioll botb aectorall.y an4 natonally. 

A lara• number or re•earcb studiea on women•a economic 

pa:rt1e1_paUoD moatl,y ba•ed on censut infor ... at1ons 1ndicate a 

d18tinctly cteclininQ trend 1n tem&le participation iD economic 

aet1v1ty. It waa GaqUit4 vho probabl¥ tbr tbe t1r•t t1lle 

drev attention to tbta tact ae ear]¥ as 192lt., Be 1Dd1cated 

a fev tentative and im,portant eonolusiona aa to the aature 

and extent of vomen•a ~artie1pat1on 1n \TiOrk in India lmd the 

impact or development on tbem. Mitra,,.., 1ft hia report tor-

1t1. Alok m.tra1 fd&•' 1 Popp~atc&Ol'! GY!Mtx am. CQDW2lt 
Abhmav, ty? 

a.a. n.n. Gacl&il.t. !fSIS!Ru!¥ tb!I~grkt&, mf.!' j£~1D1U.~, a1a 
PDbUsbina uouae, :vera ty ot De , 1 • 

lt-3. J.P. Ambarmavar "Ch~e• 1n .EcODOmte Acti1'1ty of Males 
and i"eulea in fnc11a 1911·61 t • ll!RDPhE• iDtU.!t lt(2) • 
19~. pp. JltS-61+. 

~t~t. D.R. Oadg11, •the Industrial ~"Yol~ticn of India 1ft 
Recent ftmea, • ozrord, Bomba;;, 19 38. 

It-S. Ceneus of India, 19.S1, Vol.. VI, aeat Ben.&al, Part I•A, 
p.S26. 



19;1. demonstrated hov dramatic vaa tbil decline betveen·1901 

and 19S1 1n '"'at nenaal. ne diat.J.niuiahed two clear trendtu 

a aet ot apseit1c ll'felihood cateaoriea 1n vh1eb women• • 

participation steeply and almoat linearlJ declined between 

1901 and 1951 and a second aet ot cateaonea in vhicb the 

temale ~t1c1pet1on .baa shown aisn or iaprovementa. S.tnba46 

alao obsene4 .a similAr trend between 1901-61 and noted that 

the abeolute level of female employment 1n non•A~ricultural 

aector W8$ lower than nen a century earUer. Be also pointa 

out a trend towards d&·1nduatr1aUaation ot female 'WOrk fol'e•• 

Ee turtber demonstrated that vomen• • part1e1pat1on 1a l1m1ted 

to a rev blduatries ~, partio\llarl.r 1n tbl household 

1rl4uatr1es. Ambannavar, 47 in an 1lluw1l'latin& ~par p:rovidee 

explanation or tbe trenda and diatr1butioa of the e~nt 

ot men and women in industry by duqgre,atins the 1rldL11 trial 

sector into various vollel'l-l&bour absorb~ and vo•n-l.abour 

reJeettna 1Dduatr1es and hU also d1aeu•••4 the srowtb, 

atagnation an4 tecbnolooic&l cbanae 1D the econoJQ' and ita 

impact on vomt'n. In a detailed study the Plannin& COIIDiaeiona.s 

at~died tbe 1ssuea portainina to tba replacement of women 

workers ill var1oWI oeeu.pat1ona, at 1n·iuat17 and operational 

le'fel throuah the tint ·balt or tbe century. In a recentq 

Itt>. J.N. Siaba (1961 >, "!he Indian Worldn& J'~ce - Ita Orowth 
ana Cbanaa& Coapo81U.on, • renaua ot India 1961, Vol. r. 

v 1+1. J.P. Ambannavar (1971t), op.c!tt 

ItS. Pl.anrWJi Commission, '!91!n &D i;tU?)oxpm~ 1201-56 (19,8). 
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conelwfecl work Mitra, SrSr;an,y and Patbaklt9 &lao haYe dNVD 

attention to a marked~ decl1n1Qa trend 1n the parttei~t1on 

ot Indian vorr.en in household and non-bousebo14- ", , aet1Y1Q' 

1ft both rural and urban areu. 

Gail omvectt, 1ft a .recent an1c:J.S0 &lao obserna a . 

drac&tic decline in female participation to manutaet~, 

trade and commerce. ShEt holda tbata 

!be eolo111al and neo-colonial developaenta have not 
anlv destroyed much ot the traditlo.nal participation 
of "omen in trade and artisan and houaebold crtartl, 
bu.t they have &lao nearq wi,ped out what vu orx:e 
a aJ.GnUicant ,Part1c1,1)&t1on in m1nini, Jute and 
text11o industries. 

However. 4oubta haVe been raiaed u to vhetber tbl 

4ecl.irte 1n female lo'vtici,pe.tion u true or a samble ot 

ebanaea in the definitions o.t "voriter" in sueoeasive census. 

J.B. a~1 tor exampls holda the te•Je participation 1r1 

work to be reaaonabll' h4h and attrib.atea the lov rat. ot 

1911 census to •atatisUcal aberration. eauaed b7 inadequacy 

of tbo conceptual basis tor difterontiatina workers and ncm

"orken. • llevertbeleaa diftennt atteapta tbrouab ttel4 

a&U'Veys, National Se.rapla 81U"fe)'8 prove that there bu bee 

a trul,J deel1n1D& trend 1n female part1c1p&t1on .tn eeoaom1o 

.. 9. 

so. Gail Omvedt, •women a.d RLU'al Rtvolt 1r1 India," 
iRS~•• §S&!D~H'A• 6 (1>, pp.1-nt. 

S1. J.u. Sinha, •Female Won Part1e1pat1ont A Comment • 
&s.c y4 fqllttsal WJtkh', lo.16, April 19, 19?5, 
p.. • 
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aet191Uea. The report ot the Bat1onal Comitt.ee Oft 

~e status ot women in IndiaS2 obaoned that "the impact 

ot chqin& ctot1ni tions 1a only l'l&'linal and that tbe 

4eel1n1na ~art1c1patton trend ot women baa been a eout1nuoue 

one. aSl A auryey ot 1SO villa&•• 1n two talw ot !b8r1a 

district 1n KabarubtraJ allo tbowd a proaresa1ve decl1De 

ta temale part1eipat1on rawa. Sit Data drawn .trom tndepmdent 

sources aucb as tbia abo sllppol"'t tbe conoluaion or 4ecUnlrla 

work participation of vomen •uaaeated by aneral recent 

studies on li'Om&n' a amplojment. 

Masumdar'S nJecte tbe belle! that tbe p&rt1e1pat1on 

.of women in work 1s on the increue and attributes it to a 

m144le clase bias. 

1'be middle class biu tbat at.recta our tb1nlc1J2& 
about women 1a mo.t 8.1J_p&rent in our underetandirl& 
ot tbe trends 1n women' a employment. In spite ot 
tte faet that the tamale work part1c1vat1on rate 
1a deellnin& over the lqt lew 4tcadea, moat ot u.s 
hoe continued to beU..'Ye that er.ployaent opportu
nitua tor women bate been widened and 1ncnue4 
by development. \\e may ob••rn tbat tbe tram~tor
aation 1n the levels ot middle clasa voaen 1ft 
lltban areas and .-nn refer to •o• ao.ern.nt 
publlcationa on lJI:)meJl 1 • uplo,.ntJ wb1ch portra, 
a verr rosy picture or 1Dcreaain6 ••Plo;t~~ent gt 
women in tbe Ol'\lan1ted aeetor ot our ecOD.OIDJ'•'6 

S2. S~tus of Women 111 Indiat A Syno~is ot the Report ot 
tbe tfat1onal. Committee, ICSSB (1971·~). 

Sl. D&d!, v. 62. 

S't· S.D. savant an4 Ritu Dn&n, •aural FemalAt Labot.lr and 
Economie Dnelo,Pment1~ b8Jr1c 1!4 Pgl&Y,eal WtMlt, 
Bo.26t June 30, pp.1w1-1 • . 

;;. ViDa .flialwadar, "Status of Women, • Rt!I!O&r•P.bx IJ)41a, 
ft. (2), .PP• .a;S.:.€>1., 197;. 

S6. J.D1sJs., P• a; 8. 
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Suatb1 Acbeya~7 attribute• tbia dec line to both 

the aupp]¥ and demand runctlona ot labour aarket ill IDdle 

8CO®IA7t tbe ctevelo})ID8at 'ot 1ih1eb had almost froaen 1n the 

earl.J part ot 20th century v1tb ldrlor Yar1at1ou ill the 

41tterent1al arowtb pattema, output composition and labour 

structure. The burden ot &10V1»& uneaplo1JD8nt tbua tell on 

women more tben men because "tbeir occupations were rendered 

redun4mt..... the irapop1b111 t7 ot tbeir aatnin& a different 

skill ~ 1 or soeial role :1D tbe w t1 tutr.lonal •r• tem. ..... sa 
The decline ot rural hou.ebold industry v1tb 1Dcreaa

ibs Ul'benisati011;9 and 1nduatr1aliaat1on have been mostl¥ 

held. res.POQS1ble ror tho ar84ual declir» or vor.oen•a participa

tion in economic acti'Vitiea. Hovner, Mitra60 holda tbat tbe 

dee Uno 1n the rural .bouaehol4 indUII t17 

••• ••• •• muat be aoua.bt not on]¥ in the arovtb ot 
modem illdt~~try 1D tovna and citie11 but ill tbe 
•auina 4elll804 8IIOD6 poorer sect1ona ot the eouaunit7, 
vheftver tbey an, vbether 1D the rural or urban areu, 
aectmtu.ate4 b7 parioda _ot bwaper production vheft tM 
tall in tbe price• of qricultural produce ctoe• not 
alwqa make up tor the creater amount of produce •old 
and the 1ncreue in tbe pnc•• of 1D,puts. n.ae 
eaWiea have »erb&il8 been reapcaa1ble in recent )'e&ft 
tor th9 eroaion ot •tayJ.na power •ona the ma~or l..o'Qr 
deeilea or the population 1D urban u well .. rural 
population an4 atJeuck at botb rural aad urban bousebold 
1nduatl7• . 7or Vhel'8V8r there bU been r&aral 81r1eultural 
proepel'ity a1ace 19;1.... there haa been a reauraen.ce 
In tbe bouaeh014 and amall scale 1Ddua try 1D ru.nl. u 
llt.lDh ae 1rl urban anu. 

· ''· sa.rath1 Acbarya, Qll= £At. t 

ss. DI&CSt, · PP. 1S9-6o. 

S9. J.P • .Ambannavan (19?a.), 2is Qj.t. 

60. Aaok Mit:tta (1919)• i\'t!JI'\!IIH' )iolan, 'jllrtCX M4 
IJ&lqgqt, ICl.iSR, 11lii PUb nen, p. • 
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!be theoey that a more dneloped 1104ern econOIO" 

iu"fitabl,- reoults 1rl a decline 1n the temale participation 

111 tbe work tore• baa proY14ed. tbe explanation tor p~qrtl• 

siva ttecUne 1D the temale work-rate. 61 Bowe-.er, ill cue ot 
India, Omtedt62 obse"es that •!be under]a'in& proceaa 18 not 

that or •4evelo,pment• or moctern1aat1on, rather, it •aeem 

·more accurate to 4et1ne it u the atepation ot a eol.oDial 

or neo-coloD.1e.l economy• • " 

While the temporal anal.yaia or ·teraale partieipation 

1D work bas received .Nlatively &reater attention• tbe 

resional variations 1n female emplo7ment •• been ei tbtr 

aeg l.ected or have been ni&r'61n&l.l.7 touched. only rGcentl,y 

tb1a aspect of female employment is recoiv 1na more attention 

moat~ trom Economiah, rather than the Geoaraphers. 

Rovner, the 

tenttenoy in tbe uia tina 11 terature on tbe tbUle ·bas 
been e1~er to base the anal7aia on arossly aacreaated 
4ata at •tate level, wbicb tend to obscure aub
re&ional variations reault.i.'D& from hiabl¥ locaU..ed 
hutorical and eulttU"&l conditions, or to etudf tpec1al 
cases, w1tb6jittl& atte~pt to coordinate tb••• tvo 
a,pproacbee. . 

63. aaruwat1 RaJu, •stta 1n tbe Cit71 A Soc1o-Oeoarapbioal 
Attall'sta ot Female Employaent in Urban India," tJn1vera1 t7 
ot Syracuse Discussion Paper, 1981. 
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Most autbors obaene a nortb-eoutb contrut 1n tamale 

parUc1patian in Iad1a6tt u 1n tbe diatribution oi' other 

social variabl.ea. eosert.lp, 6' tor esuple cone lude• tbat the 

lol-:or part1c1yat1on ot female in work 1D t.be north In41& 

resembles that of Weat. Asian and. ilort~ African Arab countries, 

wbereas the higher level of female ;4lrt1t:1pat1on in economic 

activity in Contral and Sotttb India resemble• that ot Soutb 

.Baat As1e. Th1s pattern, ste arauea, adaht h&Ye reaulted due 

to Wluence from these two reaions. .AecorcUna to her tbe•ia 

the variation 1n women's employment 1n tnd1tionel society" 1a 

tbe runetion of the ulltina aariculti.U"al economy. Her 

thesis is prk.ar1ly bued on • c!eand • vh!eh oauaea tbe varia

tion altbou,ah sbe talka ot ealtural traditions. Thu bas been 

questioned by BaJu66 who pointa cn1t the relationship " 

obaorved in tho contemporary Indian ai tuationt women are 

se,reeated 1n aome wt r10G areu, aueb aa Bihar and are more 

actively en&eaed in certain areaa or dry f"ield ettlt1'Yat1on. 

She also cites tbe paradoxical a1t1.1at1cm 1ft weat Benaalt 

when JDaJ:l undertake tbe tuk or tran.aplantiJ:ll, Vbicb 18 

trad1t1onal.q associated With temalea. In Biuobal Prsdeab 

the womeD allo plouan the land 111 the absence ot male Mmbers 

or because ot the inabUlty of the tam1l.J' to bire mala 

labourers. 61 

6lh .B. Boaerup, RP• e as~ , pp.11-72 

6S. D~d· 
"'6• naruvat1 Ra~u, 2P: cit,, p. It 

6?. Report of the Committee 01'1 tbe Status ot Wo.n (19~), 
zcssa, p.1SO. 
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I:.!tela Oulat1•s68 pioneerina vork on inter-state 

variatiooe tn female part1e1pat1on rates was tollove4 by a 

ser1ee of works on it. Gulat1 WI~ simple rank correla· 

tion tecr.niques could not find any ••tiataetoJ'7 explanation 

tor 'fariat1orls in terms of per capita income, cropping 

pattem, Uteracy., male ,l;art1e1pat1on rates and aex-ratloJ 

and ausaested tllat at biobliY aa&reaate lavel or international 

comparison tbe explanation for differences in temale work 

put1eipat1on .rates appear to be in certain broa4 non-

economic taetora. tledq69 in a comment held that. 
11D1tterencea in .rural female work ~t1cipat1on are eo. 

terminoua vitb the ditfe:rcnce in their participation iD 

qricultUl'S and. sought aarteultural conditions for ezplain· 

.ins spatial. variations 1n female emplo'J1D8nt. n Sinha, 1° 

rejected 4e:rr..an4 oriented explanations and attaebed import. 

Mee to the cultural bomogenity of the group studied. In 

another work Sinba71 aupeste4 that teaal4t labour force 

participation ratea decline aharplJ 1n j'>roaperous etates 

68. Leela Oul.ati (197S), 2a.tc1t1 , pp.3S-lta. 

69. D. Sarasimba Bedd.y, ".Female kork .Participation - A 
Comment, n Bswomj.g anwora~ie!J. WeeJQx, Vo1.10 (182) 1 
Januar.v 11 , 1 ?r, pp. .. o • 

10. J.l. 01nhn, •Female Work Part1e1pat1on • A Comment u 
~'omlg "g rUtH!). Week~, Vol. 10, lo.16, Apr1i19, 
1 t P9• 2- ~. · 

71. J.N. Sinha, "Raral Employment Plannilli Dimensions and 
Conat1111Dk, • ISono&c and fgl!t~~ Week}X, Vol.8 
(687), Annual Number, 19?8, pp.2 - 13. 
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whore male earnings are b1sb. DholaJd.a and Dholak1a72 

used both economic and socio-cultural taotora tor 

expJ.a1n:1.na spatial variations. Kuala Jath73 obeened 

that, as tar as 1D.ternat1onal variation• are eoneernect, 

soo1o-polit1eal .raeton, reUsion and lirfel ot eeonoadc 

develo.(>:Ilent explain the variations to • J.arae extent, but 

at the state level, she obaened no s.tanifieant relation

abip. betveen leYel8 of development and the 1nte:r-atate 

var1at1onn 1n female part1c1,rat1on rates. 

MukberJt ?It and Chen<1na?S give more importance to 

the cultural b1atorJ of res1ona 1n e:xplain.iDB variationa 

in female participation. rates. Tbe absence of taboos and 

preJudices aaainst temala1 workirJ& outdoors and 1n the 

fields, aeeor41ns to Mukberli , form an important factor in 

determining female ~articipation 1ft eeonomic activity. 

A few micro-level studies reveal tbe negative 

influence of income on female participation rates. Irri

gated areas abowed lo\1181" part1Ci_.)at1on ratea than un

irri&ated areas. 16 In Mabaraabtra, a study ot 1SO. v~e• 
12. Bakul B. Dholald~ and Rn indra h. Dhol.akia, "Inter-state 

Vuiations 1n Female Labour Force Partie1pat1on Rates," 
lp.c,Uan Jgymal gt LabQ!K .li£ono11Qa, January 1978. 

'13· Kll.J'Jlala lath, trFemale lt:ork Part1Ci~tion and Eeonoad.c · 
Development. - A n.eatonal Analysis!.• f&2t12RU:!Sd Polit;!· 
qa), !••1!41:, May 23, 19'10, Vol.S (21), pp.. • 

?4. Jl.D. Mukhorji.·., u.Fema.J.e .tart1e1;at1on in Rural qrieul
tural Labour in Andbra Pracleab - A Etud;y 1n Population 
oeoara}lhy, 11 fb! ilfcqap Qeoarat:her, 12(1 J, January-June 
1924, pp.1-2 • -

?S. R.c. Chandna,. pp.cit., pp.~?-62. 
'16. G. Parthasarathy and o. Duaradba ilao1 ~lODPnt !Dj eomlomr-t .9t .n~ L!bogr T t.W!,4r!• F£91£8¥E!, 

· dbra varsity Frese, walta r, 19 • · 
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in two taluka of Thana diatrict ahowed a bi&ber female 

part1e1fst1on rates in less developed v1lla&ea. 71 DeYaki 

Jairl' s •tud.Y ot milk producill6 vill.a&•• in lair& &atr1ct 

showed that the worl$er-rate of temalea wu the hiibeat 

amons tbe poonat non-land own~, and non-buffalo ownin& 

bOQieholds an4 tbe J.oweet 11'1 biall income y1el41nl b1& 

cultivator households. 18 

omvedt79 re~ecta tt.e e.x,planatiens ot Regional varia

tions in terms or rice &row1D& arean .. or concentration of 

Gehe4uls4 Tribe a or population density ant'! holds 'poverty• 

u a JtOre systematic explanation• 

Whol'(J the ~l'icultural pr0duotiv1t7, incoc:e ~ waae 
rates are low, female work .l*!'tie1.vat1on tentSa to be 
b4b simp]3 because women ot tbe poorest famiUes are 
t~4 to work irres...-ct1ve of-~ desires. 

In addition she argues, cultural factors may play a rolDa 

the rtOJ'tb and tbe north east, more bJ&hly affected by Isl.all1o 

culture (tbOtJ.ib not neeasaarily Islams tbemaelvee) tend to 

lltne lower part1c1pat1ont \-;eat Be~al and PunJab !ave the 

lowest 1n India, thousb one 1e 1mpov•rishe4 and Dia!n]¥ a 

rice arooviag st.ets, the otber the abow-p1ece ot tbe wlWat 

based • Green Revolution. • Accordin& to swapna Mukhopac!lb,ya,a 80 

'l?. s.D. oawant and Rita Divan, op.,f'it• 

78. f;'~P~;g,;_vg~n'• .. Que•t to£ fmr, Vikaall, Gbaaiaba4, · 
. 19• Gail Omvedt, SR!Q~,t,, 

80. Swapna Mukbopadbyaya (1981 )1 92so~t,, PP• 93-119· 
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to seek un141mansional determinants of te~ lAbour force 

,participatory behaviours is nothinj bl.lt naive. She earees 

with .Dbo.lakta an4 Dbolakia, 81 111 su.aaestin& that b~tb 
soe1o-cultural as well u economic demojraphic tacton 

influence these deteminants. Froa comonaense, abe 

arauea, it would be clear tbat socio-cultural tactont 111A1 

a ma3or ~la 1n differential female J8ltic1pat1on rates aa 

tbo economic taetora affect botb male and female equaU, 

whereas socio-cultural eond1 tiona bave very different 

impact on the two se:xea in 411·terent reaions of tbe country. 

!he explarlation to the spatia1 variation in the 

female partiei~ation ~;lao been attended eithQr on pun]J' 

theoretiCal level or at aroasly ~nsated level such 88 

atateo or districts. A need lor &oiDg to lower levels than 

cU.etricts thus ariaea tor examinlDs the extent of variation 

1D female participation in economic activit7. 

Available material on oecu.fi&tional structure of 

telll8.le work participation 1a meqre. Moat ot tba studiea 

are based on census industrial cl.ass1f1c:at1oa. 

Tbe pbenomenal increase in the number of women 

aar1cultl.ll'&l labourers u evidenced by 1971 census bat 
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attracted major attention. Tbia baa been ••riously expl.a1ned 

b1 ehq1J)a production rel.at1ons82 increased akewneu ot land 

d1atribut1on, 83 prolitarieat1on, mar&in&lilat1on and pauperi· 

eat1on of tbe _peuantry&l. and a b:J&her propensity a11cq 

marainal cultivators to send tlle1r womenfolk tor waa• GPlo1-

ment lfbere Ctlltural tactora do not holt! women back !rom 

workina for wage. · Boeerups; auaaeata that tbe coneentretion 

of women workers in &aricultural labourer cateaory 11 not due 

to a aea-s,Peeific role that the woaen play. She cites the 

example of a Myaore vil.l.qe where tbe men ao for , .. , employ

ment lBa.vins aside the wor;sn to look after famil.y t&l"3 

inoludtQg plougbing operations. 

Hevenbeles• 111 the rural sector women workera are 

mueb more concentrated .1n aaricultural operations tbm their 

male counter parts. A micro level atlld186 of 82 viUJI&e• 1D 

GllJ~at b7 Birway, reveals tbat 9S per e-ent ot women vorken 

ue eaaaed 1n aar1cul.tf.lt61. acti Yi ties u eauns t 7S per eent 

ot the male folk. 'the men unlike the woaan bave • much more 

dive:ta1t1e4 structure of oecupat1on. In this ae1'l.le 

83. 

e;. 

B1pl8b Dasgupta and et.al. t J&lnae §gpietz fDd .L@!OQ£ 
J!U, Oxford University Press, 1 .. 7• 

Gail OmVedt, RR• pit(• 

Boeerup (1910), gpssit. 
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Mukhopadbyaya81 and BfU"dhln88 talk of aesmented market tor 

women. Darclban talks about segmentation lv'1tb1n female 

labour market alon& ethniC lines. rrca a study or rural 

Wes~ Bengal she found that lo\;er cute, acbedulecS cute and 

t,:ribal·vomen mostly GO tor waae employment 1n aarioultw:e 

vbereu females from relati<tely bi&ber castes, bu.t btlot¥1rli 

to poor_er households do DOn-tarm work. 

In the induatr1al aeet.or also the women are 1101t]¥ 

concentrated 1ft tba unskilled or eami•skilled occupaU.ons. 

that too in a tew occupations onl.Y• 8~ 

Mitva9° at!vanees the araument that the otc~t.tonal 
structure aeta d1vera1f'ied with a biaher level ot education. 

However, education can be only a necessary and not a 

8uft1e1ent condition fol" divera1f1eat1on. 91 

!be questions aa to tbe variations in female part1c1• 

pat1on in economic activity and occu~atlonal distribution 

are cortainl.J more complex and censt.t1 1nf'ori.tat1on cannot be 

taken as a full auarrmtee tor valld aeneraltsationa. Tbe 

87. SWapna wukhopadby&ya ( 1981 ) • oa. ci~ 

88. l?ranab L Bardhan (1979), gp.c&~· 

89• swapna l·iukhopad.byaya (1981 >, OQ!Sik 

90. A. Mitra (1919), ,QfJtC&t. 

91. Svapna MukbOiJ&dhyfl7& (1981 ), $Wt£1t. 
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influence of.' d.il~ferent eult~al traditions on woman• • 

participation is undeniable particularly 1n terms of nocial 

attitude, mstitutional tra.mevork, and traditional noraa 

resar411Ji fetlaleth A division of labour aecord1ng to se:x

lJ.nes 111 an universal one, but the nature ot sucb d1Y1a1on 

varies .from country to country and fJOm region to resion. 

De aoUz&• s92 tbaeia 1'8i&rdina preattae coru~istency 1D 

tbe family as tbe main force determin:irlg whether a woman 

works or not, may sound ap,i)8alin& 1ft the context or ~

occupations, but 11'1 rtU'&l context 1t aeems less appUculJt 

when a b1&hor status would a.um non-partie1J;at1on 1o 

economic activity. 

nowaver, the role or existing social norccs, preludices 

and reatnet1ons on the female work participation are of 

erueial importance in de termS niQg the rate or feu~ part1c1• 

pation, but these are tbemselYes qam reaion apec1tie and 

are 1D taet e%preaaicms at tbe micro-cultures. Most 

resoazrehera have observed that the rice &l'OWing areas haVe a 

hiahar remalo pertiei~at1on 1n the vork fOl'ce tban the Wheat 

srowioi areu93 and thus relate the latter to the e:dst.tna 

aarteultu.ral ecolo0y. But subsequent researchers ahow ttat 

the relationship 1s not u •imple u that and there an a 

92. Victor s. De • souza, •tmpl1oat.1ons of Occ-.tjj)&ttonal 
Pre. ati&e for Bm.ployjlent l!olicy in In41a," At;~a Vj.Jnga, 
Vol.1 ( 1959), .PP• 233-2a.7 • · 

·93., I.. Oulat1 (19?S), 2i!Q1t• 
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lot of vuiations w1th1A rice arowilll u vall u Wheat 

_ srowiDg restons. Natb9it- and Redd795 ha-.e found out tbat 

*'Quite contrat7 to expert opinion, the temale part1eipa

t1on &Jipear& to be neaati'fe function of the area under 

nee crop. .96 

Bolerup, 9? .in ber study obaened that 111 tt. 

northern India, part1cu.larly in Uttar Prade1h, the social 

rosiatance to temale emplo)'Unt 1tl aucb that •••n the poor 

qricultural l.aboure ra do not mind k•epJ.ni their wivea from 

part1e1pat1rlg in tbe waa• market. 

The presence or the deprived aeet1ons such u 

Scheduled: cutes and tr1bea ba'fe alv..,.. been taken u a 

&OOd 1ncU.cator for a hl&her tamale •plo,yment. It 11 true 

that tbo lower cute (claP) temalea enJoy a:reater treedom 

1ft terms or eztra-mu..ral moveaaonta aDd are compelled to ,.,rk 

tor d1re economic neceas1t1• But the very presence ot 

tbeae CQI~munit1es, 1rl themselves cannot e.xplain the te•lfl 

employment leYel since the reaional 41tfereneee cut acroaa 

the oute (class) d1ttereneee. 

S1m11arl.7 • the presence of Mualia8 ba.. been 

eons14ared u important 1n relation to female participation 

9)t.. Kamala Nath, ,gp. c,t,, 
?;• n. marasimha Reddy, OQI c&¥•. 

96. Z:~M· 

97. g.. Boserup, 1970, qp,cit1 
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•• they are auppoaed to bave verr reatr1ct1ve attitude, and 

val.\18:8 tovar4s· women working outside. AltboQJb east. and 

reUa1ous .raetors cannot be taken as a depen4able detersinant 

ot the level an4 estent ot temale work participation, the 

influence of cute, relJ&ion and rea1on-apec1t1c 'falula anc1 

norms in either restrietin& or enbanclnJ the scope tor temale 

»&rt1~1pat1on eaanot be ruled out. 9S 

!he above euney of literature shoWs a srowina 

interest 8J101'J4 scholars on tbe economic ft>le ot 11t"'mln 1n 

India. Hovevor, more apecitie atu.dies at lesser eureaative 

levels ancl m1cro-stw!1ea on the basts ot field aurveya are· 

areatlt desired to teat the validity or studies and conelu

o1ons baaed on tbe anaJtaia ot cenaua data. 

SECTION-In 

2. 10 MOll.EUISATIOB AND DBVBLOPMaiT Di RURAL INDIA AID 
FlJULS PARTICIPA!IOB 

ODe ot the purposes or this aection ia ~o add ua
dimenaion to othei'Vise a CI"'ia-seet1onal and atatie pieture 

to be presented. This should also help 1n unc!entanclina 

tbe pattem u an b1storioal. aid. 
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A number ot a1gnit1eant ebana•• baYe overtaken in 

Indian villaaea and haVe contribu.ted to ita tranatoruat:lon. 

fheae ehanaes are not always Y1a1bla and tbey have also not 

maiDtame4 an even pace 1n both ti• and space. At t11l8t 

therct haVe bean rapid cbqes, at otbera their impact on the 

ru.ra.l society baa been :1mptroept1ble. But the tact that 

rural soc1et7 1D India 11 UDderaoina transformation cannot 

be denied. The torees vhieb ha'fe brought about qual1tat1'te 

chqes in tbe ebaraeter and oraanuation or Y1llqe Ute 

may baYe been brought to bear apon tbe rural aocietJ.ea mm 
without bt acencies Ulte the aovernment or tbey mar ba'Ve been 

/ 

J.ntz-inaic to the proeees of societal Cbqe 1tselt. V1ew4 

broa4lJ' ae e process 1n Wbicb .bumera beings aN engqed 1n 

transtorm.fns their conditions or existence. theae cbqea 

raise aorra very 1ntereaUna qu.eat1ona vbich 1Dereas1Q&]3' 

attract the attention ot retearchers. 99 A ma3or question 

cone oms itee lf with the nati.U'tt and extent ot woasn• • part1c1· 

pat1on in these chnn,ges. It 1& believed that rural woD~Jn'a 

role 1n the g:roduettve pJ'OCeaa baa been larael;r nealected by 

acholars 111 tbe put. It 1a increuinal¥ reallaecS that the 

bulk of th'9 rural vomen have nnot onl¥ been b7pasaed in the 

41strib\1t101'1 Of tbe fruits Of 48"felopqnt bUt whose tractitional 

roles end status in their own aoc1ety are also beina altered 

99· ll.R • .Desai, BM£f. ·f!:4&• !ff tta!i'iticp, Popular, 19?9• 
Also see, tbe c ap er onAura SOCiety 1n Transition," 
in IS!fft SQ.C~Y e f!ls1&•. (ed. ), A.R. Desai, J:opul.lu·, 
191 ftb press oo • 
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adverse~ by tbe nature ot the developaental proeeaa. 8100 

Evei'J in the consc1ous]3 designed proa~oa1 the proar~Wl:•a 

tor women bave been aarg1Dal and little effort• bave been 

made to iacrease tbe1r produetivity end income ··~ 

capaetty. 101 It ts nov generally conceded that arovtb 1D 

1ta&lf will not noceasari~ ensure that its benefits will 

'trickle down' to tho poorest and the weakeett it is not 

equallY appreciated that policies to reduce unemploJ~Bnt and 

promote &xpfnsion of e~loyment opportunities in tbesaelves 

do not necesaar11;y lead to sn improYement 1D female emplcymant~02 

. !be otfieial aseno1ea 1n India bave since Inde}.lendenae 

undertaken several proaram=aa tor rural developam t. However, 

proar~es for vomen hate been ~1nal 1n ec-onomic deftlopmant 

activities. Little conscious etforu baw been •4• to integ

rate women 1n the developmnt procesa. on t:te contral7' 

eeveral programn;.ee 1D1tiated since Independence ba.~e ahoVD 

100. See f Preface t to the book ann,or Rml !iosen ... f!!Aoa-
S!!'Il (ea. ) , V ina Ma.Jumdar, ed Piiblli be rs, 1 '? 

101. AcC!ordiai to many sebolara, the reuon tor such nealect 
are dua to a .. middle elaas bias" and women• s 
"1nvia1b111ty• 1n tbeir econom1c contr1bttt1on which have 
1nfluenee4 the plaDnen and poliey malterth 

102. Pusbpa S\md&r, "Cb&1"8Cter1st1ca of Female Emp~nt• 
Imp~cationa ot aeaeareb and Policy-," i£~p1q., g 
J!W"Sil Wgek1t, Vol.16, Ro.19 1 May 9, t 11l 
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aaative results and nave, 1rl tact, restricted women•• 

partiCipation in economic acti'f1ty. 103 

In:mieal]8 enouah, various m&UUl'e& implemented by 

ott1o1al qeneies vitb a view to brirlgin& about rural 

development have resulted proareasiv•ll restriotina female 

participation in ecot10mic aet1v1ty. In moat c•••• the , 
' / 

models ot rural d.evelo:,przant on whieb tbe pro&~• vere 

baaed did not contain any special proyision tor rural 

. women. The only special proerama;a tor the rural w•n vu 

tb$ eatabllabment or a prosramme called K•Jl1J.! ,.Han!J•lo 

conee1ve4 of as tbe institution tor mkin& available nev 

14eaa end skills to viUaae women. However, 

!biB prosramme was notbin.s more than the adoption or 
e m14tlle claaa model biased towards home eeoaomlca 
an4 veltare. This wu tbe result of the poUer 
D&k.ere' un1cU.mens1onal v1ev or the wo•n. aa bome-makers 

~rt n~i:~:. o~~ ~o:~:i::;S:m:.:~:;p:d:i~!i:aA~ 

.Efen Pl'OBJ'Onive proartr.~~qs aucb u lan4 reforms bave 

proved rattricti'fe to female part1C11i&t1on 1n economic act1'fity. 

Wea t Benaal prov idea tbe c laasit example. In this context, 

Pranab X. ne:rdhan 10' hu conv1noinal:Y aque4 that tbe etoree

ment of land reforms 1n rural \eat B~qal baa resulted 1D 

lar&• scale eviction ot tenant tarmen and tbeir t1"8l'laform'l!t1on 

1 OJ. Rekba }lebra, .. ,he Nqleo t ot women in India t 1 Burel 
De"feloJ)llfl!nt Proal"tUiimea,• ICaGit, PJooaramme ot WoDen's 
Stu41es (memeogra)Jhed). · 

1oa... lbik 
10S· Pr&nab L Bal*dban "Labour SupplY Functions 1n a Poor 

qrarian Economy, & lm!r&£1Jl EepDQ!M B.eyj,ew, VoL 69, 
Bo.1, Much 1979• · 
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1rlto vase eamere. The process of eviction of tenant 

farmers in early seventies therefore, baa ottan been 

associated wit.b a ·eomplete v1thdraval ot temale population 

on tenant eu.lt1Yate4 plots from labour toJ'Ce, ainee cultural 

tactora pmented the women to accept wap uplo,_nt awiJ 

trom home• 

Late sixties and early aeventiea v1tn.esae4 an 

unp:reee4ented aeeon.t on tood ~rocluctton an4 aancultural 

model'ft18att.on with a masai'fe incnue ill fae111t1es l1lca 

irriaatiotl, meeban1sat1on, coupled with larcer and bettAr 

inputs in terms ot aeed8, fertilizers, pestic14ea etc. 

Tb1a clevelopment ia lm.om u "Green Revolution" which 1n 

reality tamed out to be a mere "Wbeat 88Yolut1on• atteet1n& 

ta•ourabl¥ a tev 1tates 1n North \\est and small pockete 1D 

the rest ot India. The ettects of •Green Rnolutton• bas 

been restricted to coastal ,Plaine or Tamilladu and P1m~ab, 

Haryana ad westem Ottu Pradeahl ialtem Plnw of weat 

Bens&l, Kamataka an4 Kerala. 106 on tte other band tte 

.extensive 11bun&1'7 bell¥" ot India remained obronical~ under• 

developed and areas of. ewmarU.nal aubliatenee beMtit!Q& 

little from the so called •Green ReYolu.t1on. " 101 A l.Arae 

106. Amitabh Kundu and Moon1a nasa '!ftiD f&~ofi• %hf 
B!a&rm•dr ,Q&Hnlion, spactrwo ~uii liirs,F. 

101. Rasa an4 Cbattopadbya,fa 1D tboir study ot •spatial St~ 
oture or Modified Underdevelopment" identitY tbree 
distioet resions 1n the b.tnterla.nd Of Primaey Prodtlction. 
these are (1) "Green Revolution• areaa1 (11) Areas ot 
uncertain water suppl.JI (111) DroUibt prone areas, eacb 
hav:tng areas of eubmar&inal •ubaistence within eacb 
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. area 1n Andbra Pra4eall and J.tabaraehtra 108 which formed part 

ot tbe "h\mi17 bell¥" showed neaative &l'O'Wtb rate.:.t 4url.r,w 

191o-73 over 1962-6S. 109 

In"Green Revolution" aroaa there baa alJDoat ._.n an 

exclusion ot women in the labour force. Pun~ab aid B&J7ana 

provide the classic. exampls where acco:tdin& to 1911 cenaw. 

lesa tban a per ceut of the women an Nporte4 to be aatntully 

employed. The situation 1a not un:lt!b different in West B4JtWal. 

On tba otbor hand 1n Andbra Pracleab and Habaraabtra more tban 

2; per cent women are reported to be "Yorkinj. " fbe fall 1rl 

tbe <worker-rate of females are phenomenal 1n "Green Rnolution• 

areas. 110 . It is widely hald111 that ~reued meebanisation 
~ 

and an inei'Gased ps-os,L.ter1ty d1s.place4 wo111n from aar1cultural 

activ1t1ea. The increaaed prosperity 1n tbis resion hU 

broua-ht a new conce_pt ot "social atatua• vbicb doea not 

108. 

category. The latter two cate,ories con~ t1tute the bUftlry 
bella' ot India in the central }>81't. 
Ba~yan Cbotto~adby.,a and Moonil Raza •aeaional 
Develc~nt • The Analytical Framatn lnAtan Joy£0!1 og 
Ryional Gci,'l.~e, Vol. 7, Ho.1, 197,. 

Mabarubtra was bit. b1 severe dl'O~bta 1n thil period. 
• • 

o.s. BhaUa and Y.K. Allll&h, ~~eeiff;;.!Y. 1tJJ;raltyre - A .QHtriob&t•:.Ster hers, 

110. AccordiD& to the Report.· of the Coad.ttee on employment 
· the ,P!rcentaae ot f•a:ale workers cteereued from SJ..._.. 
and S8.lt6 1n 1961 to 1~lt-2 and it.S8 1n 19?1 1ft PUD3ab and· 
Weat .Bengal resEAOti'f&ly. _ . · 

111. 
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enooureae tbe womenfolk to ~o out to work as wage earners. 112 

Mecblll1tat1on, contrary to the oviev that it would demand an 

increased ,participation has not led to a deaan4 tor tesale 

labour, on the otbe r bend it bas cUsp laced lAbour and the 

vomen haVe fallen tbe first victia to aucb lbrirlkaje in 

lAbour requia-emsnJ~l 

Colonial bistory ot In41a ,isro'Videa 'V&luabla iniS,bts 

into thG process ot d1m1n1abinc; »•rt1e1~at1on of woan 1n 

economic activity. 11a. It 1ntrodgced a new ayatem ot land 

revenue adm1D.18trat1on vhieb brouaht abogt tbe c1u1ntegrat1on 

ot earlier structure. Land itself entered the market aa a 

commodity with eba.nses 1n the .vattom or 'land ovuerabipJ and 

tbe 1ntroduet1on ot the concept ot private property. Colonial 

112. Andre Beteille :.In b1a monoarapb, '*Inttqual1t7 and Social 
Cbqe" (OUP) auasests a rel.&t1onsbip between work and 
status. ovnenbip or .land he araues,. :la direct]T 
proportionate to avoidance ot manual vorit. Tbia tendency 
to avoid manual work 1a more noticeable in anu Jm.ow 
tor wt rice cultivation. In tht. context be arcue• 
that Bar1~an women, ltbo an cona14ered superior tl:> their 
counterparts amona tribau, do not work in tho fields. 
Andre Bet.eille, JD•;vtM\1 !Qd Sogifq. Ch!JMt, OXford. 
'980, pp. 21·23. 

113. Internattono.l Labour Orsanization, Wgmsm m .tM.ID!U.& 
&elllsul f21:91 ( ARTIP), 1981 • ,p. 13. 

11lt. Bater Bolerup baa anala'aed the role ~laye4 by eolllmtlrcial 
tarrnt:Da; partic'-llarly plantation 1ntro4uee4 by British 
41aplace4 women from the labour force. 
Etter Boaerup (19?0) 1 ObQit-1 • pp.S3·S?. 
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aubor41Mt1on aleo broQ&bt India 1Dto tbe orbit or world 

capitalism and sUbsequent]3 1ot intearatsd into tbe world 

capitalist market. 11; 

Dle situation remains 1ar,e11 unaltered even atter 

lnclepenttence. 116 The torces ot oap1tal.1sm •lovl.¥ Mt1 

aradual]3 p&netrated into tha rural areas and made deep 

inroads into ita prim&l'T mode of economy; aariculture. 

This dnelopmant baa l.e4 to a massive .P&U,Per1aat1on and 

marg.irlaUiaUon or J.aqe musea ot aubaittenee producers 

1rJ. lrld1a. 117 women bave b.-n moat aevere:q attecte4 1>7 these 

processes tban n.-en, who~ have actually been absorbed into 

the labour force. ~edt,118 analysiQi tbe cap1tal18t 

,penetration 1llto ag~iculture holds that this took place 1rl 

the poat-eolonJ.al econom)", cbaractertaed b7 •atill•potent• 

ettects of baclt.Wardnesa and Y&:riowa type& ot semi-tel.ldal 

elements .inel\ul1q easte. Indian aa:riculture aecor~ to 

tbe autbor wu predominanU, teuctal in character before 

Independence althouah important elements ot eapttaliam bad 

arisen. Various types ot Zamindara, Talukda.n • lbota t 

Mala&Zl\l"JI etc. contl'Olled the land· In the post-Independenoe 

11;. ror a fuller discussion on the subJect aee, 
A. Gunder Frank, s;I~'Uif !Jld ••d!!I.QRJP!Dt, &9 
~!d< a, •ton . .. Re'Y ev, 1 • 
f tilan experience, it 1IJ Otten 1!1.riU8d1 baa not been 
muCh different. 

116. Boudhodb.an Cbato;vadbyaya anct Moon1s Rasa, OP.S&S• 

111. Mana. Mies (198o), g~as&~: . 
118. GaU Omvadt!. "Capitaliat .ltlr1culture and Rural Classes 

SD India,• &Sp !lJ4 £81H~§!l Wetklra. Vol..16, Bo.sa, 
Decembor 26• 1 1, pp. A1 • · • . . 
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).G:t1od
1 

ll.:n1n4ar.v Abolition Acta and Tenancy Acts p&aiM in 

variotJS states in the 1950. 414 not 11 ,. land to tbe lanct• 

leas or l.and•poor, ratheJt they retulted in poor ten.anta 

bein& exJ)ffllsd tro.w the land u 1D richer tenant• a•ttla& 

control ot the land. Tbis laid a baais tor bi&aer tenanta 

M4 r1eb ,.:easant cultivators to co• to paver in the villA&•• 

an4 develop as capitallat farmers. V&r'ious other dnalop

menta sucb u "Gz-een atvolution•.apread of ectucatton.. co

c,PGrat1ve eredi t societies, land 4evelopmant banks • new. 

iDS t1tut1on ot Pancbayati RaJ be l,ped thit nev olaa1 mairlttdn 

its besemony in a new way O'frtr the 1ncreutnal,y proletarian1-

aed and be lplesa rt.ll"al ~Jor1 ty. But all t.bese devolopa»nt 

took. pl.eco very unevenq. In the ryotwari areas, where 

atroms !AMIOt movemmnts occu.re4, it proved eaeier to move 

qainat land-lordism and eonaolidate tbe aaina of the nev 

claas. 'l'bue aoutb and western Inc11a lhow a e l.ea~e:r pNValence 

of capitallot ralatioaa ot }.i'rOduetion. In contnat, tbe eut, 

north-eat and central J'ei1ons remain backward, w1tb a 

eie;rdficant amount of sui-feudal relations ot production. 

•.... on tbe vbole, a arowtb 1n aaricultural production am 

tbe transtormation ot u. aarari.ara relAtions or FoducUOD 

4ll4 the tratUJfJOI'm&tion at the aararian Nlat1ona ot rzoctuctton 

1n short the 4e'felopment ot cap1teliat aariculture - nen

tboteh it rGma1na a backWard eap1ta11at aariculture w1tb 

tremendous banaovers or feudal relations and "temtnants -
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has cbaraeteri.Sed In41arl eountry•14e •1nce Ind•~•ndenre. 119 

l1ar1a Miee in a recent article 120 ana~sed the comequaneea 

ot oapitallst 4evolopment 1D rt.tral are81 eod apec1alJ¥ ita 

impact on vomen. She arsues that the cap1tal1at penetra

tion had led to tho araclual erosion or tbe rtaterial bue or 
womeD' e subaiatenee pl'Oduction. Although they may produee 

tor a worldw14o cap1talis t market, the form ot production 

usual]¥ ren.aiD the S&m9 as 1t bad been for producq use

"Values. Seeondl,y, a a row in& polar1aation and 1nequal1tr 

between tbe sexes are important teatures of ·aueb a develop

ment~ Capitallat ptnetration, abe aques, baa, in tact, 

introducecl new •lements of patriarcbism and ae%1tm. hbla 

production tor o:achanae it introduced wen are recruited M 

labo~ra wb11o women rel'.GlUD reap0Jl81bl8 tor aubaiatence ~ 

housebol4 production. When oapitel.ut llil.rket relatione 

beg in to replace tbe old local market ayatea men pl.lsh wotDin 

out ot the market. apmH .where tb.e1 uaed to sell or barter 

their ,;:roduetlh Tb1rdl3j this pol&risation b•tveen aexea 

in rural areu baa not been an 1aolate4 proeeaa. It 1a 

cloae.ll' related to the overall· process o£ elaaa polariaation 

tak!ni place under the impact ot eapital.1at terrain&• 

&rovin& com~ro1allsat1on of aarieulture, a J-1se 1n 

tbe production ot cub crops, the rue 1n qrieultural 

prices an4 tbe introduction ot new teebno~v - all. bl.?e 

119. lbMt t p.11t.l. 
I ' 

120. Maria Miea ( 1980 >, $!P.£~ 
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strengthened the position ot r1cb !t.rflltr.sl who have allo 

·benefited S)S t trom tbe aove:rnu.ent ezj;e:nd1tures on N1"&l 

deve lopmant. On the ot.oor band, more and. more saaU 

rar:;l.Gra have lost tbe1r land throU&b indebte4nea3, g1Y1Q& 

a spurt to tbo number ot bonded 1abouren. some ot the 

so-called backward castes bave been able to r1ae 1n recent 

years to the status ot middle peasant.tf. Hitherto, ttail' 

women use<! to do qrlcultural labour, but onee tbey achieved 

a certaitl economic a tatus. tbe,y st.lbJected their women to 

seclusion and s triet vatr18rch1cal norma. Tba wo•n atop 

workiag 1n fields to prove their enbaneecS •tatua. Fourthly, 

paupor11e4 man miarate to cities leav1Dii tbelr wives a:nd 

cb1ldren in the eountrya14e. Often tbe men f'1n4 it dU.ficult 

to make enouab money to remit t.o tbelr families lett behind. 

!he women without any means or prodt.~etloD turn to bea&1r.Ji, 

,prostitution or to emplotment tor less than the 111n1Jilal 

vaae.121 

Gail omectt 122 8lso &f'iidll on sJ.mJ.lar ,lines and hol4a 

tbat recent}T there bas b"n a accentuet10D ot tbe procaat 
po..u.-P ~er.JioJ'\ 

ot mariin.U.ation and ~i.Mtlsa 1n tbe counteyaicSea and 

pa.rticillnrly 1n a&riettltu:re. M&qinalJAat1oDt bOnYer, baa 

affected women m~cb more ••••rely tban mt~n. The aroviqJ 

concentration ot women 1n aarieultural labour sector, abe 

121. tb1GL, p.1o. 

122. Gail Omve4t, "WOl.llltn and Rural Revolt in In41a1 " 
lfm&!l se.,•n!;!lt, Vo1.6, 1o.1, 1976. 



I 71 I 

aquea, is tbe cause ot prolitarisation, whereas wo•n have 
' ' 

boen exclUded from industrial work. far troa be in& a a1an 

or mo48rnia•t1on, development, or a transition to any of 

these two, she defines tbis situation u "tbe a tqnatlon of 

a coloni&l or neo-colonial eeonotq.• 

t-11t:ft, Pathgk and Banerjee 123 thus dettne the real 

character ot women• s labO\.lr force 1n India' (tor tbat matter 

any capitalist eount:ey) as a "Reserve ,pool of hel.pleaa 

labour." fbey observe that• 

£aclrJ.ni Ullionisation, effiCient eotZDunication, 
opportunitT ot collective baqaJ.rd.n& and tald'
ad\'antqe ot vartin& aeuons, crops ed. yields ard 
the mult.1pllc1ty of miniacuJ.e, but b~bly apeeiali
sed. and lion-eompeM.na skills, wb1cb thanka to a 
a1t\.iat1on ot abundant labour aUj;.iply tbore 1s always 
moJe on otter than can be absorbed at current 1evel8 
ot teetmoloa7 or pHduction, .female labour 1n tte 
rural areas remains tbe handiest instrument ot 
mmtmisins agricLlltt.U"al }Jroduet.tan cost. 

!bus penetration ot capitalism :lDto rural India ba• 

aenen.ted tvo quite op,posite process; on tbe one band it baa 

di&;plaeod vomon from the work fore~, on tbe other, it -. 

CO$pelled women to »Artiei~ata in ~a1nful economic aet1v1-

t1ea. It has restriete4 women•a opportunities tor economic 

,partieipation, at tbe same time it llU pushed tb-m more and 

more to tbe backward eectora ot the eeono.rq. 
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.Detyltl& all tbe 1nit1flt1vea taken by the &O'femment 

through measures like famil.T plann~, India • 1 population ia 

increuJ.n& at en al.arm1ai rate a1nee 1921. !be death rate 

baa subStantially decreased, vhereu the birth rate baa not 

abo\m, en,. perceptible cbarJie. Moreover, tbo birtb rates are 

areater m the rtU'&l areas tban 1ll the Ul"ban areas. Tlw 

eonsequencsa of aueh a rapid arovtb 1ri po~ule t1on baa affected 

women in a varie tT· ot vaya. fbe entire rea;t.~one1b111ty ot 

bearin& rm4 the maJor reaponsib1Uty ot reariD.a tbe eb1ldren 

falls on the shoulder ot the women. This baa alao reduced the 

Ute a pan or women reatlltlni in a rapidly dee linin& sex-ratio 12! 
a ,PMnomenon common to almoat all tbe parts ot the eountrt• 

Baeeasive ehild beuiD& and tbe burden of rearine a temUy 11 

responsible tor the low lavel ot tbeir sld.lls and it roroea 

tbem to accept low waaea and 1n most cuea rettucea their 

employability. Bowe•er, increaaina u.rban18at1on bas opened 

up opportunities ,of tert1uy employm~nt for the :rural w•n, 
although higher preati&e . Jobs are on]¥ available to an 

iu1an1t1cant portion of the working females. • number ot 

atud.1es sbov that 8 maJoJ'lty of rural. vo•n set absorbed irlto 

uban 1rltornoal sector, particularly in tbe low paid ~obs lib 

domeattc aervice and the liKe a.tter tbey miarate to bia cities. 
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fbe most .important chana• that has taken place since 

It.utependenoe in tbe eoeial apbere, 1a a rapid arovth 1n 

literaor amona women. However, 1n rural areas the arovth 1a 

not as 1mpJ'esa1w as it 1a 1n the urban &l*ltu. Althau&h a 

vaat c&Jorit," ot ruFal. verDen are at1U illiterate, conai~r-

1111 tbe eban&e tbat hu taken place 1n the number ot Uterate 

tema.les 1n the rural areas, the ellaq&e 1s no doubt impressive. 

Paradoxically, it haa bad a ne&ative bplct on the economic 

partie1)!&t1on of \~:Otten. Literate yoq vomen are no lqer 

keen to aeeept tho low paid ~obs or to do qricLlltural work 

vbich tb$1 were a1ven earl1er1 and they are neither qu&Utied 

nor accepted tor better onea. The net J'8ault· of literacy 

therefore, bas been a d.eelJ.ne ill the teale part1e1pat1on 1D 

tbe economic activity. 

Another aspect or ru.ral society 1s at111 more import• 

ant. !he eatabliabment or British rule md its c0Dio114at1on 

broQ&bt greater opporturd.tiea and mob111ty to tbe people. 

In1Uall.Y tho b1iber cutes benefited out or 1t. But al a 

later •te&e 4om1nan~ peuant castes and minority arou~ 

succeeded 1n ga1n1n& acees1 to education, better proteea1ons 

and the bureaucracy. Inctependenee also brouaht vut~ 

inCreased mobility op}l0rtun1Ues to Scbe4ule4 Cutes. 

Scheduled. Tribos and other weaker sections of the society 

as a coneaqueme ot pro~ctiva discrimination. With biaher 
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1ncout aoeruinl to tbe middle an4 low eaatea u a result 

ot td&ber pricea tor earicultu.ral pro4u.ce, and hiaher 

prottuetion as a reaalt ot better aar1cultural input•• tbeae 

eect1ons began to emulate tbe lite at,yla ot urban 1114418 

olaasea mostly of hJ.abGr cutea - a proee1s vbieh b 1ialilar 

to the eoneept ot Sanaknt1aation b7 M.s. Srioi-.u 12f to 

analpe the ,process of ebanie 1ft rural Illdia and ita Japact 

on vomen•a econo$1e »•rtic1pat1on. Srtni•as po1nta out tbat, 

•tbe greatlY iaereued opportunities tor aeeular mobility 

avilable dur1Dg British rule anct 1n Independent India •ant 

•lao considerable increase 1n the quantum or Sanakr1tiat1on. 

As more and more mfJ!Ibers of the lower cutes obtained aeces1 

to oducatiOD Jobs anct power, thoy telt the nee4 to tread tbe 

. well vorn _patb to le&1t1m1zina their new]¥ GllJ'Tled atat\.ls." 

one ot tbe UDtol'tuaate etteett ot tbia itJ tb• moral, 

rit~;&nl and economic aubord.1r.lat1on ot WOJJ*l. sanakr1t1nt10l1 

oorapled v1tb landed wealth contribute to con.tine wolllft to 

tbe tour walls of a· house. 

!he above a&Wfey shova that tbe ettect ot aoeial 

cb40Se m rural India bas widened the ••» between men IDS 

. vomec and resulted in a decline 1ft vo•n's participation 1n 

ecoMmie· act1'fit1os as well aa aD incre•ina tendency to 
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push them to the backward aeetore. A arowtb or aiddle cla•• 

prQteas1ana and tftereaatna p&rt1e1~at1on ct women in tbeae 

,proteesiou should not lead. us to conclude tbat tbe Ote:raU 

part1e1pa.tion ia mc:reaa.1na or women an aettlni &blol'be4 

into better eeetora ot tbe rural ec:onca,y. 
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WOMFl! m mi wou-roar•• ma-:Ba:tQIAJr so .. IIDA-:RDIIQH.Ait 

CQSMI§QII 

Spatial variations 1n tbe le..,.l of temale participa

tion in work have started attractiaa are.ater attention Ol'lly 

recent]¥. .Altbougb aoeiolo&iat.a and economilts have 

analysed the con41t1ona an4 taetors Which influence tn• 

tamale ,part1clpat1on 1n vora, the, be:n paid acanty atten

tion to the :res1onal dwnsion of the problem and. baYe bas•d 

their atwtlea pr1mar111 to •••k e.aplanatiou at very eareaate 
' . 

levels tueb aa the atatee. The worka ot Gulat1, 1-- De' Sou.lat 2 

latbl and !1Ukber3eelt may be .cited u en.ples ot sueb agreaa

t.ive 'an&~ais or very 1pec:tial cases, without attempting at 

co-ord.inattna tbe ·two.. one or the 411turblq trends or aacb 

analpia, thereto;ve, baa been swepSn& aeneral1aat1ona end 

unen41ni debates on the topic. ftlS.a bU alto led to the 

eatabl18b:r.ttnt of aillpliltie relat1onabip between temaltt 

participation in economic aet1v1t7 an4 various ·•explanatory 

tactora•. 

1. Leala Oulati- (1971), gp.g1t1 , ,pp.J;.lta. 

2. VictorS. De• So~za (1969), 2itS1t., pp.lti+O•lt-$7. 

l• Kamala Ratb (1970), garg1~,, PSHtaa.&-49. 

lh A.a. MukherJee (1971), Q&S!.b, pp.1J-18. 
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Altbouab there cannot be two optniont on the qualt1on 

tbat a areat a~or1t)' ot women (tor that matter men) appa

rently work tov economic necess1tieeJ at th• aame time the 

importance of aoe1o-eu.ltunl factors cannot be ovorlookedl 

particular]¥ while oonaidertna the tamale partieip&UOD 1ft 

eeonOJD1e. activity. !be 1ntt1tut1onaUaat1on or· 'mother

houaev1te role'; aa the primary role, bas been ma~or reuort 

tor s\lbor41.nat1on or woan 1D tbe labour market. Tb1a role 

hU been eona14el'ed u ".k-roper" tor women both 1n tllld.ly •• 

well u 1a the w14er aoeietJ. Seeondllin underdnelDpe4 

cap1taliat countr1ea lihicb autter tioa chronic unemploJ'ment 

and are marked by labour aurplul ecoaozde•, a t7p1cal mani

testaticn ot tbil attitude a tbe theory of worrAtn' a aarainal 

role 1n tbe eeol10Ja1• 6 

BoWYer, in • p1te of tbeae, l&rao nu.mbe r ot vo•n do 

pvt1c1pate in work partieu.larly those beloJ7a1D& to the lower 

strata or the society. Tb1l proves that the role or taboos, 

norms 8lld attitudes tovarda women•• work are set ott by 

a trona eeonc111e necesait1ee. Another 1ntere• tin& UJ8Ct of 

female· participation baa been ita viet. 'f&r1at1on from rea10D 

to realon. The var1atlon in the level and. extent ot temala 

participation tn economic activity ia contp1cuoua at each 

le'Yel, atart.ifts trom intemat1cnal levtl to tbe leYel ot 

taluk or villai•• 

S. Arm Oakl.e7 t QPt,S$& 

6. ttWOJllfm Workera 1n a Cben.iiD& 'World! • International Labour 
C'onterene•t lt-8tb Bea•ion, I. L. o., 1963, p. 191 and 1m; ~e p!l;~~ £CJIJllll&<m 9( LabQ!Jlt GOYemmtnt of 
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table 3. 1 preaenta the leYel of temal• {1Utie1p&t1on 

1n eoODODlic aet1Y1t1 in ••leet.d couotnea ot the wof'ld. 

It is clear fl'Oa the table that 1n tera of temale part1c1-

pat1oD rate India ranks quite low. 1 It 1B obvious trom the 

table that the vartet1cn 1n female ,participation rate 1n 

ditfel"ffllt countries u ot a hl&b ctoaree. The 'W&r1&t1on is 

aot onq vell marked !Mtveen qrieultu.ral countriea aac1 

1D4uatrial countt"1es but a~o v1th1rl eiiCb ot tbeae cateaoriea 

tnemselwea. Batb8obaerYea tbatt 

women• a primary obligations revol•• around tamS'Jl 
and home. !be1r ~artici,P&tion .In economic aet1'91ty 
1a contin&ent upon certain tactora, •• i• eeonoad.c 
neett. ina ti tutional rea tr1ct1cm.a on tbeir employment 
and the kind of employment nailable (eapeciall;y 1t 
1t can be collbiM4 vitb their t~r1mary roles etc. ). 
!beretor•, in JB08t of the eol11lt1"1es work participation 
rates are lower amona 11-o&eD tban •Ol'li an. · 

Industrial countries, however, show a mucb b1&her 

worker-rate ot female than tbat of aaricultural eountrtea • 

.But European countries w1th aociallat eeonomiea show a h1&ber 

part1eipat1on ot women in work tban the ""''tem European 

countries. Gulat1, from sucb a 11tuat1on wonders if tbere it 

~ relat1cnsh1p between political ay•teae and temale partici

pation ratea. 9 Sbe conehtdea tnat, "Possibly the work ttboa 

1· However, while mald.na aucb c:osj)&r18ons, it 18 important to 
bear 1n mind that di.f.farent eountrie• define vork partici
pation differently. 

8. Kartala. Baib, "women in the Work.ial Force 1n IncU.a,,. fiifm19 'Bf .fQUt1c~ •••Jtk, Vol.J, lc.31, Ausuat 3, 
' p.12 • 

9• Leala Qulati (197;), .Q&9&A•t pp.3.S-.36. 
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hllfllt ,'-ar• ru~l1J!~1gl\ .m StJt&hd C'gynt£M.a 

Source• 1912 teUbook ot Labour Stat1et1ee1 I.L.o., 
Gen."a• 19?2. 
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tbat centrally planned economies encouft6e is •uch u 

promotea female work part1e1ption. tt10 At the •- t1ae 

one cannot possibly oterlook the vide 't'ar1ation in thale 

partiei~J&tioD ratee within Eaat European eountriel baYJ.ni 
" 

eentrau,- planned economies. It rana•• from 39. 8 per cent 

for East OeJ'ZD&I'lY to 48 per cent tor awoanta, both eentrall.J 

.Planned. .conomies. But tbe ranae b mu.eb v1der illor.tl \r. .. st 

.Buopcum couetrles (not centrall.T planned eoonomlea) witb 

Italy 19·S per cent rmd Dellll81"k 31.8 par cent of the wan

tollt betna e:nsaa•4 1n aaintul econom1c aoti-.1 ty. 

Witbm tbe aar1cultural countriluJ• the COW'ltriea vitb 

Islamic cu.ltlU'B bave 1ncred1bll' low temal.e workers-rate not 

escee41D& 10 p9r cent. The old Ielamlc culture 11 often 

arauec.t11 to bave been respoaaible tor eueb a low rate, -wbtob 

keeps women under veil.. 

MOlt ot tbe- Latin American eol.1f1triea baye a hmale 

,Participation rate ranain& between 10 per cent and 20 per 

eent. Gulati esplaina this level ot tamale part1e1pat1cn 

to have been asaociate4 vitb oatbolie tradition ot Latill 

America. 12 • 

!be South Eut Aaian oount:rios sbOw a etill hiaber 

female participation rate 1ll eoonoa1c act1v1t7 var.ru. between 

20 per cent am!'JO per ept. 

10. Jb!c.t,_, p. 36. 

11. Jltidr .. 

12. Di4• 
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!be non-MusliiD African countriea •how a ••'11 )d&b 

participation ot vomea 1n eeonoat.c aot1Y1t1• !beae accord• 

in& to Boserup are countries -vi tb atrol\1 temale tarad.r.w 

traditions. 13 

from an economic poJ.Dt ot v1ev lath arauea that• 

The ~ar1at1on vithtD tile leut 1nduatr1alue4 
countries 1a explained by the predominance ot 
hoUJehold enterpJ'Uea - ea ricultural and non
earieultu.ral - in 'Which proctuctiye vork can be 
ec:mventionau,14omb1Ded vi tb t~ reap011a1-
b1l1t1ea •••••• 

Within In41e, one ot the leut iftduatr1a11sed 

countr1ea, bavi.Da a labOl.U' aurplua eeomnv, there ensta 

eaormowr vari&'tion 1n tl8 temale participation ratea nen 

at state J.ev•l (Table 3.2). .PunJab, Baryana, Jammu aDd 

&aahmi:r, Uttar Pradesh, Orissa. seaaal. and Assam abow a 

Yery .law leve.l ot t•mals »Ut1cipat1cm 1n economic aet1v1ty. 

Tbesa atat;ea have lesa tban 10 pe:r- cent ot the women cate

a;or1ad as workers. Most of tbe South Indian atatea h&Ye 

rel&Uve.ll' bJ.&ber part1e1pat1on of women iD wol'k nn&.bla 

between 10 per ce_nt and 20 ·per cent. i'b1a cateaor.r incluaea 

lerala, Tlmil Badu and bmataka in the south, MadbJ& 

Pradeeb :1n the central part, Bibar in the eut am Gu3an.t 

1n the w1tem part or the countJ7• 

13. & Bose:Np (1970), oa1 ci!t,;. 

1a.. J.emala Hatb (191?>, g,q.stt1 , pp.120S-1206. 
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Z•lll!•lr2 

i!mtntNI. of lMfle Ji2Ai'l' W .f2b,.lll!~f 12Z1 

s •. io. 'States}unlon · J of temaii 
LT ( u ±l au.t&gaea " 1 "' " wp£k!£1 

1. 

2. 
.}. ... 
"· '· '· a. 
9· 

10. 
11 .• 
12. 
1). 
1~ 

1S. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
aJ. 
2ll. 

DDIA 13.18 

.Andbra .Pra4eab as.~ 

Aaeam 6.1S 
Bihar 10.,8 
Gu3uat 10.6S 
Haryttrla 3.17 
Arunaebal Pradesh 21.46 
Jammu and Eulu.d.r 4.86 
Ee!'lllla 13.68 
Madb,va Pr•deab 19·17 
Mabarubtra 21.1t9 
laraataka 1S.13 
ltaaland a.?.Jt.3 
orissa 1.sa 
PunJab 1.67 
B&3Utb&rl 10.lt2 
TI!Wd.l Ba4u 16.96 
Uttar Pre4eab 8.78 
West Bel\1&1 s.36 
Cb8D41&arh 6.~ 
Delhi S.1S 

.Kanipur 26.00 
MepalAya 36.06 
fondicb(U"I'J' 11.SS 
Tl"lp.ura s.aa 

SO\UCet Provia1onal Po,pulation Totals Pa,ver 1 ot 1911 • 
Supplement, CensWJ of lndia 1~11, Sene• 1. 
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A.Mbra fradesh, Habaraabtr& and R1maebal Pradetb 

abov a ~dab rate ot temale ,participation 1n work. The 
- . 

pa.rt1c1pat1on rate ran;ea between 20 per ~ftt and 30 per 

cent in tbeae atatet• Menipur in the nortb.-eut alae _co•• 

111 tb18 cateaort• 

Naaaland end Meihalaya bave the hi&heat level ct 

temal.e partiCipation 1n vork. While 1n latter the pt.rti• 

e1pat1on rate 1a .36. 06 per cent, 1n tbe toner the rate 11 

u bi&ll u lt7. 43 per cent. 

An 111Jortant .feature wbiob eannot posl1bly HC& .. 

the Oblener• 1 eye 1a that the southern and nortb-eaatern 

atatee in &8Mral ba'Ve a biiber feiaale part1e1pat1ott rate 

than tho northem atatea. fbia baa 184 Boserup to conclude 

that the :lntluenee tram weat At ian culture vaa at~ 1D 

the northem ,Pal"t of the Ind1a·Pakiatan sUb-continent and 

on~ mars tnal in the soutborn part. 1S 

A mac.ro-ual.7sis reveal• that wo•a•s participation 

in economic activity in terms ot both worker-rate aDd their 

ebare in the work toree baa be•n dee~ ainee 1921 

(hble 3. 3). .Accordi.ft& to c•nsua 11'liormat1on tbe total 

number ot women vorken, declined from a.a.8 million in 1911 

to 31.2 million 1n 19?1. In tenu or percentaae thla 

d.ecline wu from 33.7 1D 1911 to 11 .. 8 1n 1971. The decl1De 



Year 

1911 

1921 

1931 

t9S1 

1961 

19?1 

Jal.J·J·l 
£tal!. ~eu. t•aw&R!SiW1 m.~n«&a - 12'l-l2Zl 

'Female workers 
I T 1 T 

female workers u 
•• " to total - to total workera 

• t!HAS!. Ul 1P' 

33.7 Jlklt, 

33.? ,34.0 

27.6 31.0 

23.3 28.9 

21.9 31., 

11.8 1?.a. 

ill the ebare of the: vo•n work force iD. the total wrk toree 

bas been to the tune ot 3lh4 per eent 1n 1911 to 1?. JS })4tr 

cent in 1911. The decllne seems to tm•• been moJ>e pereipi toUI 

111 tbe Hcent ,ears. · .Dur-J.ni tbe deoatle 1961-?a, the percent

aae or vorkers amol'Ji women d•elined. from 21·9 1n 1961 to 11.8 

ill 19?11 vhile their share 1rl the work toree declined from 

31.' per cent in 1961 to 1?. 3S per cent in 19?1. t'he deoUne 

baa taken place in spite of tbe tact tbat there baa been 

1naJ.snLf1cant CbaDge 1n the qe I truCtUft Of the female popul&• 

ticm. fh.1s deeline baa alao taken place 1n th• baeqround or 

en e11er 1Dereu1QS temale populatiorl. Durin& 1961-71• while 

tbe male and temale .POllulation 1ncreued bt 2' per etnt end 

21t ,par cent reapect1ve)¥ (20 per cent and 21 par cent 1ft tbe 

vorklna aa• a roup) and the nuraber ot •n vorke ra 1nereue4 bT 

1S.2 per cent, that ot women workers 4eclined by ..,1.tt. per eent. 
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However, this musive 4ecl1ne in the remala lltlrk 

force bas etten been. attributed to the Cb&niiet in the 

4etiftit1on ot •workers• in at~eessa1'9• censat enumaratlons. 

Puticul.arlq there bas been a sub1tmt1al. cbaftie 1n the 

4efill:1t1on ot workers between 1961 and 1971 cenoua. It 1a 

al8o &riwd that 8 tbe C8MUI baaie•lll' meaaures tbe lewl 

or employment ot meft an4 tend• to 4,nore the 1nterchqeable 

JIOles of women as bousew1Yea and a tUDtul vorken. SinCe 

m&nJ of tbom are unpaid tud.}T workers, excluaiotll ot ••ccnd· 

o.ry activity from the d.et1Dit1on ot vone:rs {u in 1911 cenau.) 

attects the recordin& Of female empl011'Jnt adver1e1y. tt 16 That 

is vb7 a controversr hal arisen whether tbe extreuly low 

ti&u.re 1n 1971 should be attributed to a ata tta tical aberra

tion caused by the inadequacy of rbe conceptual baaa tor 

4itterent1atlng "workers" and "oon-vorkera"11 or to a tru•lY 

declinini trend which bas been a eont~a one exee»t the 

tiaure tor 1961.18 Bowver, available researebe• on the 

contl'OYere,Y accept the tact. tbat thttra bas been decline in 

the female partie1.pe.t1on in econcmie aeUY1ty. 

Table 3. 4 sbowa the dee line 1n female part1c1pat1on 

1a eecnomie activity durtQa the decade 1961·71 tor 41!terent 

16. Status of' WomaD iD !Ddi~ A Spl.Optis of the Report 0'! tile 
Bat1onal Cou1tt.ee, ICS5H, 19~, p.62. 

1?. J.N. Giftba (1915), 2Rstit. t p.6?2• 

18. Govel"n:llent or India, smt s!t•,, J/4>1?1+. 
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ftblt-J·!t 

bJDDtM• or tWma 419na ~l•llB• ~amu 

~:N~·::: : : ~ta~ : : : : I :~: iiii : :iiii =~·~2· :: : ::fi& :: ;:~; 
1. Andbft .Pra4eah 61+.32 (1) 21.36 (2) 36.96 

2. us am S3.98 (15) ;.sa (1S) a.a.a.o 
l· Bihar S6.oo (12) ·9.32 (11) lt6.68 

4. OuJarat ss.Jo (13) 12.0? (10) 1+3.23 

;. H:t.mechal Pradesh 6.3.1+7 (2) 21.?6 (5') lt-1.71 

6. Je.mmu a &:a1bmir S9.28 (9) ... 17 (18) ss.o? 

'· lerala . lt.?.lta (19) , .... os (9) JJ.llt 

8. Madb7a .Pra4eab 61.;8 (lt) 20 • .,; (6) lt0.83 

9· Maharuhtra S8.07 (11) ~39 (it) JJ.68 
10. Myaore 60.40 (') 1S.11 (8) 4lt.63 

11· saaaland 61.0lt (7) lt?.9Q (1) 13.1lt 

12. Orissa 61.02 (8) 6.83 (1a.) '*·19 
1J. PUJ:l3ab a Baryana 'J." { 17) 1.1t2 (19) $2.02 

14. B.aJaatb.em 60.13 (16) 9.2? (12) 50.86 

1;. !amilJiadU 62,1t (3) 17.02 (7) ..... ...a 
16. TriPQl"& ;s.2a. (1it) lt.16 (16) 50.a.8 

11. Uttar Pradesh ,9.20 (10) 1.21 (J) S1.9l 
18. weat :senaal ;J.a.o (16) 4.S8 (17) a.a.ae 
19· tt&llipur lt-7.93 (18) 2lt.9S (3) 22.98 
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state• in India tor rural. areas only. All the etatee ebow 

a decline 1u the workers ataOIJi women. BowYer, the deeUne 

baa been tremendow. 1n states 11ke Jaml.l aa4 Kaah111r1 Orilaa, 

"u:a3ab, Baryan.a, R&.1 .. tb~, Tr1pu.ra and Uttar Pra4eab 

wereu it bu been lesa precipitoua 1n oue ot lqaland, 

Maipur, Aftdbra Pradesh, lerala and Maharuhtra. In spite 

of the tact that the changes in the def1D1t ion ot • lR:t:rker' 

must bae been a taotor tor- eu.ob • mua.1ve decline, the 

apatial 41mena1on reveals acme intereJtin& pattern~ vhen a 

eompariaon ia made betveen the relat1•· ranka or the state• 

tor the two eenaua yean (Table J.a.). t'Mre b&8 been aisn1· 

f'ieant chfm&ea 1D. tl'le relat1'1e positions of etatea ill terms 

ot remale participation ~ economic aet1•ltJ. Andhra Prlde1b, 

Aeaam, B.U.r, PunJab and Baryana1 Tripura and West BertJal 

414 not alloW any aisni.ftcant cbanae 11'1 tlleir ranks· in 1911. 

lterala, Mabare.shtra,, la&al.and and Manipur ahowed an iaJ>rOYe

ment JD their relative ranks in 19?1 'Whila the remainin& 

atatea showed a lowering 1J1 tb.eir rana. 

It aeems 1mperaUve at tb1a ataae to 10 beloW the 

atate lMvel and analyse the extent ot teale vork partie.ipa

tion 1D detail tor at least the atatea chosen 1D the etud7 

area. 'fh1a aeems inevitable tor the reaaon that the analyst. 

at state level conceals the enoNity ot yar1at1on 1n female 

part1e1pat1on at atill lover le"'ela. An attempt baa been made 

bere to ao 4ovn till taluk and villa&• level.. 19 

19. Tbe taluks and villaies ror eaob re~ion have been 
selecteeS. uaina ranl.1om aamplet •tbod. 



l 88 I 

Punjab and Huyar.ta .,._ one ot the WJT tev rociona 

1n India which bas · eeen an unpreeedented &J'OWtb in a&l'i• 

cultural product1vit1• This reaion hU bellefited 1101t tror:a 

the "Green Revolution• ill tbe pot t•lndependenee period. It 

abould be noted here that tb1s rea1on baa been marked by li. 

b1iber 1Dvastment ainea the colonial pe:riod. 20 A&l'iculture 

1n thU region has been mostl;v capital1st1e 1n nature with 

&rovini eommerc1al1aat1on an4 a areater development 1n tbe 

productive forces. Tb:U bat re1ulted in a groviD& proapar1ty 

&mODS tbe peasant tamill••• Greater aehanisation aot 

1rr11iltional tacil1ties have illprcYed male employ•nt poten

tial whereas it baa rest:ricted women• s employability. Laf'l• 

number or vomen wbo were hitherto worked 011 owned rannt or aa 

aar1cultural labouNn on other• ta!'m withdrew trom tb8 work 

force. lruJtead, part-time •enanta or labourenr (mo•t.J¥ ale) 

wre hired to do woaen• • outdoo:r work. a • result .Pur13ab 

&.nd Bartana b&Ye the lovtt•tii!1 female participation ill eeonomtc 

activity in India, their wrker-rate beln& 1. a.-2 per cant only 

20. Gail O.e4t, •capitalist Acr1cultu:re and ilGral Class•• 1n 
India," i,Cromiftl !D<Z !fW!oal,,wt!iJ.t, Vol. XVI,. lfo. S2, 
December 2 , 19 , an ew ot AaricLJl,~ure, p.11t,. 

21. However, Pu.ehpa Smsda;r maintains that in Punjab an4 
H&J7an& withdrawal from the labour tore• did not aece•sari-
17 mean more la:Lture tor the women. Tbly eontinUl!l to make 
an economic contr1bu.tion by ktt8p1D& milch eattla and 
poultry at boae u wu as through better bome and t•117 
ma1nterumce. Jievertteless tbeae vor.n would ~ enuua rated 
u non-vorker• particularly u tbe7 the.ruelvea voul4 report 
neitber available for nor aeekiQS JObS. !be participation 
rate would therefore sbov a decline. 
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compand to 13. It per cent at all India lnel. Bow~er, 

between Pun~ab and Baryana and within eiOb ot thea• atatea 

the variation 1o female part1ei1J&t1on it conapiououa. 

Baryana baa a biahex- vortte.-.rate ot temalea than tbat ot 

PunJab. In the torrcer tbe workera 1J10Di temalea are D-7l. · 

per cent wbereq in the lattttr they account tor Oftl.¥ ~·:30 

per oent ot the total temala population. 

At the 41str1et level allo there exist conaiderable 

var1at1oDS in the cemale participation :rate q veU aa 

their abare 1n the work tore• (Table 3.; and l• 6, IS&• 3.6a 

and 3.6b). Table 3.5 ami 3.6 ahov tbat 66.7 per cent 

t.U.atricta have a temale wrker-rate ot lass tbm 1 per cent 

end 1n as mueb u 88.9 per cent 41atrieta tbe temalea do not 

account rr.:~r more than ; per cent 1rl the total work force. 

In Pun~ab the proport1on or· wo rkera &mona women variea 

between o.lt-1 _per cent .t.n Sqrur to 0. 93 per cent at 

Amritsar as aaatnat the lt&te •••rea• of 0.72 per c:ent. 

Similarl,y 1n B&r7ana, th• pereentaa• ot female vorkers Yariea 

betwen 0. 99 per cent in Mbala to lt. 39. per c•nt 1D 

Mehendft&arb. All the 41str1eta .tn PunJab have a partic1pa

t1on rate belov 1 per cedt, vbereaa exc.pt Ambala, all tt. 

<11a tl1.cts 1n Baryana ba't'e a ht&ber partie1pa t1on rate 

rana.lni between 1 per cent and ; pr cent. 

In terms ot their share in the total vork force 

(table 3.6, i'li· 3.6o), wbOla ot PunJab and Haryana are 
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AbowlO 0 0.00 0 o.oo 6 28.S7 1 28.00 
20.30 0 o.oo 2 1l.Jl 1lt 66.67 11 ltlt.OO 
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30-40 0 o.oo 1 6.67 11 l2.38 8 )2.00 
20-.30 0 o.oo 0 o .. oo 10 1.62 1lt S6.oo 
1Q-20 0 o.oo l 20.00 0 o.oo 1 4.00 
s-10 2 11.11 .. 26.67 0 o.oo 0 o.oo 
Less thtm 1 l~ y.§ft .2 , !t.L§Z g 

IIIII 
g.gg g QsgQ 

total. 18 100.00 1; · 100.00 21 100.00 2S 100.00 
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cbaraeter1Ze4 by extreme~· low abare or female work ro~ 

1n tbe total work force. fbe abare in au the 41ttrictl 

tall below S _per cent mai;'JI, 1r141oat11'1& an overvbelllinSJI' 

larae mala work torce in the total. .rsa. 3.2 · ait• 3·3 

cl~ut.rly brina out tbe north south dit'terence in leaalJI 

participation in \fork M4 their allen in the work torc:e in 

PunJab and Baeyana. 

Unlike female pvt1ci-'a tion1 the !M!tle part1c1p&t1oD 

1n economic aet1Y1t7 1a mucb bi&ber and eonsis_tent in tb1a 

reaion. It vanes between 42.lt9 per cent (Guqaon) 8114 

5'6. 33 per eeot (Ferozpu.r). It 1a tm,portant to note that, 

Ptm~ab 8114 Bartana vitb .extremely low lnel of female part1-

o1pat1on 1ft economic aet1'f1t7 show a rel.aU••ly b~ber male 

participation. This ball perhaps been due to the reason that 

the unusual vitbdrawal of teales trom the work force bU 

been only femal.e-specU'ie and to a certain extent compen

sated by a biaher male partieipati~ 

Tabla 3· 7 and F-:1&· 3.6c abov that tbe asaxun.a nWiber 

ot dis trieta in PunJab and Barrana tmve a male paJtti~ipation 

rate ratJi!Pa batwe•n t.; per cent alld SS ,per eent. i'iaure 

3.3 M'feAla that unlJ.b tomal• participation the male 
' 

part1ctpat1oc 4ecreasea tn an oaat-to-weat 41rect1oa. Three 

broad belts of male part1o11.at1on are clear ill the map, 

J."utmin& :11'1 a lJortb-tt;eat-Soutb-Eht d1Nct1on. llaryana, vb1ch 

baa a relatively hi& her featale participation in econoldc 

aet1v1t;,y above • relatively' l~r •Ja participation. 
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A strona uaative relationsb1p (r • -o. 666) esilta 

betweell -.J.e and tei4tale participation rate 1nd1cat1._ that 

the bl&ber the pa:rt1e1pat.1on of malea in eeonosic activity, 

the loVer t.be rate of teumle participation and J!U•!IQL 

this 1ntt1catee that temalet .otll1' work 1n cue of dire 

mceasity or doini ao or where there 11 non-avi11ab111ty of 

male work force rel'l4erJ.n& teeale work to:rce st.1ll uaetul.. 

A compartsoD vi tb sex-ratio ( .AppencUx-3) abowa that t.he 

41str1cte with a biaher ox-ratio bave a relatively ~her 

re~ale partiCipation 1ft economic activitr• 

fable .3.8 shows that a lar1e nuaber of distrletl (89 

per cent) have ratio of lesa than ;o female worken per 1000 

male vol'ken. Onl.J two distJ'icta in Beryana, 1-~ahend"Ca&-b 

and H1asu bave a z-atio of mo:re than ;o female worker~ pr 

1000 male workers. b'ren 1rl these tva 41atneta the ratio 

is lesa than 100 per tbouaand male workers. 

Wb0l8 or Fun~ab and Bt.ryana are cbarac ter1aad b7 a 

blah le'Vel ot disparity 1n u;;ale•temale work 1i&rt1e1pat1cm 

(Table J-9, Fia•l•6d and 3.5). AU tbe diatr1ets 1n Punjab 

ahov a very htih level or disparity (&bore 2.00>. The 

eastern districts 1ft Haryena, na:...;ely Jabal&, Kamal, Rohtak, 

Gurgaon ant! Jind show ·biib t1111.J&I'1t.7 1Ddex (between 1.; and 

2.0) whereas the treatem two dietricta namely ~1Lllendreaam 

and BSaaar have l.over dia.-.ar1ty 18ve1· (between 1.0 aDd 1.;). 

ln. the rea1on •• a whole the level of disparity 4eoreaaea 
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:aortb to south and from east to west 1n Haryana. Sime 

there 111 little variation 1n male participation rate, tbe 

41apar1t-y aeoma ent1rel.T a tw.e tion or female participation 

rate. 

A COJ!J1)ar1son with the ea• etru.cture (Appendix 3) ot 

the female population. ill. hnJab and H&f7an& abova that 

although thero i8 little nr.tation O'ftr diatriots in the 

proportion ot voznen 1ft the worldn& qe a roup ( 1 S-S'9 > • there 

1a c:oDS14erabl.e variation 1l'l the proportion ot vorken among 

rural females. Worklenness22 C Appendu 3) among tem1.lea is 

the blabest in this rea1on. However, in Punjab tba degree or 

vorklessneaa ia hJ.aher. than tba t in Bartana. In the former, 

the desree ot vorkl.8seness lmOfti temalea varies between -.s.26 
per eent (Roper) and 52.39 per cent (Bhatinda) and in the 

latter, between lt.).OJ per cent (BJ.s•a:r) and 1t8.?1 par cent 

(Ambal.a}. 

Tbe above analysis sbova that the pattern or female 

putieipation in economic activity chan&es considerab~ 

amor.aa the 41atr1eta. However, the chan&e 1n cue of Baryana 

18 ot a bisher 4earee than that ot PunJab. 

22. The vottltlesenesa 1a detilled aa tbe difference between 
the proportion ot te.wale in tbe IIi• SPOUP 1 S-59 and 
their »I"'Jiortion as vor~en •. 
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At district level proportion ot vorkera lmOfti the 

female 1s less tban 1 per cent 1n 66.7 per cent of distrieta 

vhereu onl¥ 1ft 'o per cent of aupls talukS the worker-rate 

ot temales 1a less tbmt 1 per cent (fable 3.10). In the 

remainia& SO per cent taluks the rate varies between 1 per 

cent and 3 ·per cent. In none ot tbe c!1str1ets tbe femal8a 

aeeounte4 tor more then 10 »Gr cent ot the total work torce1 

at taluk level also it 1a clear h'om rabls 3.11 tbat the 

females account tor lass tban S per cent of the total 'WOrk. 

tol'Ce in au tbe sample taluks. However, the percentaae of 

tal\lks with less tban 1 per cent .female work toz-ce 1n tbt 

total work tore• ia oDl.y 19 per cent whereas at district le'fel 

1t aoes upto ·89 per cent. 

At tbe villa&e level the picture cbanl•• 4ztamatically 

with a.;.6 pe:r cent of sample v1Uqea havin& no women cate

sorised. as •worker•. No d11trict or taluk reported •ro 
level or worker-rate for women 1r1 Pun~ab and Baryana. 

Sim1larl7 at least 2 per 041Dt or •ample dis tric ta ahow a 

female worker-rate or more thon 10 per eent. 

There has been a turtber accentuation of ua yaria

tion :!.n ~ level end extent or tamale part1e1pat1on 1r1 

All the taluks of tour 41atnctaL two eaeh trom PUJ13ab 
aD4 Baryana ba-,e been atu.dled.. me diatrieta have been 
chosen randomq. The tour d1atr1ct. aret Jullunc!lur, 
Kapurthala (botb tro• Puniab), Kamal and Robtek (botb 
trom RBJ7ena.). All the v llaaee of Pbqwara Tal.Wt ot 
.Kapurtbala district in Pun3ab have been· colilidared 1n 
the atud:y at villqe level. 
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C!aieaory ¢ • 10. • r - I ' or Pereenteae 
• YlsD I I • I I 

ca£iaot7 ilo. of :Percentage 
l•bb • 

Leas than 1,C 8 ;o.oo 
1-l" ... § I ~LQQ 

Leas than 1- l 18.7 
1-3· 8 so.o 
3-S" ~ ll·l 

-Total. 16 100.00 Total. 16 100.0 

rate&ol'7 ·~ ol Pereeauae 
!&1 .... 11 .• -

b 1 io. 1 

Cateaory or Percentaa• 
• I I :!&1.1!&!1 

0 lt-1 a.;.6 
Leaa than 1- 28 31.1 ,_,. 1? ·18.9 
S-10,: - 2 2.2 
XON tban 1~ I .isi, ..... · 

0 lt1 -.s.6 
LesJ tban 1• 2S 21·8 
1-; 22 2lt.a. 
S-10• 2 2.2 

rota1 90 100.0 90 100.0 
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eeonomlc_act1vity at ~illa&• level. \...fbe diatl'iet and taluk 

lnel enaqsia ten ttl to eone•al the 'Y&r'i&t1on ea:l.l tina at 

the villale level., and aive tbe U.preation that the female 

part1c1pat1on 1n eeonomic activity in PunJab and sa~ 1s 

eztrec..eq low or 1nsianU1oant 1n tbe rea1on •• a vbole. 

V111qea beifti statu units and eute aeareaated, clearl\r 

reveal the 1,patial ~anatton 1n tbe leVel ot female partici

pation Which otberwu• aets lbadow4 m a cU1trict 01" aute

level anaqailh 

~ 6 WEft BOGAL 

.Plo&a&b 1s still tbe most 1-.portant tool of eaplo;vlltnt24 

in Weat Ben&al. fbe backvardneaa ot qrieulture 1n the atate 

1a 1nd1cate4 by tbe lov percentaae ot eulti'Vatecl ana UDder 

1rrtaation an4 a low cropping .tntens1ty and aarlcultunl 

modemiaation. Exce•sivt population iftlwtb 1r1 the eamtr;raida 

baa aecentuate4 tbe Pl"Oblem ot ail already l&'bour-aurplua 

ataqnant eeoaomy wttb ita poa t-colonSal, aem1-teud.al nlat1ons 

ot production. 2' 'lbe practice ot aban-cropgin& and absentee 

land-lordism 18 atill J..HValent ••• attar the aboUtlon of 

Zam1ndar1. 26 In r7otwan anu alao, tbe majority or land 11 

iDtormallJ' UQder cODtrol ot nozs-cult1'f&t1ftl l.and-lorda. 21 Tbe 

26.· DtU. 

2'/. Ib1d, 



• 99 • 

entire teaioa surters from an acute unemploJ118nt or under-. 

employaent 1D the bacqroUD4 or a backward cap1ta11at 

qr1cul.ture vi tb b&ngoYers ot telldal relations en4 remnants. 

!he female employmet 1n runl BeD&al 1a Ol'l8 ot the 

loveat 1n India. Accordin& to 1911 eeneua tbe women workers 

aceounte4 tor a meaare lt.6 per cent ot t.he total remala 

pop&~lation. one of the pecull&ritT, abead7 pointed out 1ft 

·tbe previous chapter or tbe characteristic female emplofm8nt 

1n tbia naton 1a that even "female occupations• sucb M 

transplantJ.na is done overwbelrrd.lJil¥ by' •• 

Bowvtu', this SwmDf7 picture conceals the •arJ.atJ.on 

in the extent of female part1eipat101'l ill eeonoaic acti'VitJ 

and their ahare in the total work force (fable 3.; aDd 3.61 
\ 

:r 11• .).?.a and 3. 1~). Efe:n at dia tnct leYel the part1e1pa.. 

tion rate ranae• between 0.89 s-r cen' 1r1 Bovrlll to :6.9 per 
. ' ' 

cent 1n ~rJ••l.itli· i'i&Ute 3. 2 and 3. 3 show tba t the 

nonhem hill¥ <li•trieta ot Dar~••l1D& an4 Jalpataur1 bave 

a biflh worker-rate amona r•calea .. veu .... bish proportion 

ot ten:ale in the vork toree. the watem distnete ot 

Midnapore, Bu.rdvan, Banltura, Hooabl1 ll1d Purulla bave a hi&te l' 

p~o~ortton ot workers amona female• tban the state a.eraa•1 

the proportion 1n th1a pocket vane• between ; to 10 per eent. 

the eutem ctiltr1ctt vitb a ••1.7 1at1 participation 1'8te ton 

& belt 1ft tbe nortb•SOUtb d1rect1on. The pro~ort10D of 

workers emona temlJlea doea not exceed S }Jtlr cent 1D 8D7 of 
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tbes• diltricts. Bowrab bU the lea.at put1e1pat1on ot 

women 111 work with less tban 1 per cent female enaaa•tt 1D 

aatntul emplo1Jiht• 

Compared to tne vanation, 1t'l tamale part1oipattoc 

1n econo~ acti•ity, tbe ru~al male part1e1pat1on is auCb 

hi&her and vartea little over die triets. The worker-rate 

tcr Ui&les vane• be tween 44. 79 per e•nt :In Hovrab to ;2. 79 

_per eent in West l>inajpur. tntereatiOal\1, the male part1• 

c1pation .. in econosio activity ~ relatively lower in 

Dar J••l.tna 111bere the r.male ,participation 18 · the biflheat 

end al.eo in Hovnb Where the tamale partie1iiat1on 1a the 

loweat. The eorrel&tioa between •ls participation IDI! 

remale pu"t1c1pnt1on 18 'fery weak (r • 0.18) 1n weat Belial 

1Dd1cattna no relattonsbl» betveen tba two. 

!able 3.8 abowa that e:s:ceptirl& one 41atriet (Darle•Uns) 

VbeJe tberi are a.1a teaaala workers ,Ptr tbouaan4 male workers, 

aoVhere the ratio 1a more than 200. In S9 per cent o.f tbe 

41etr1ctA the ratio 11 between ;o and 200; Wbereu 1n about 

40 pe:r cent districts the ratio doet not ao beyond SO per 

tbouaand male workers. 

on]¥ 13 per cant districts in tbis re&ion abov a very 

low d1aparit7 in male female wont part1c1.Pat1on rat'e.: ('fable 

J. 9, .Ftc. 3. ?.4). !be df.atriets in the western part of 

reaion (i'li• 3.S) bave & •d1um leYel ot 41apari.ty vbenu 

tbe d1atr1cta in the eaatern part abov a hiab level ot 
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4laparity bet~en male-female ,part1c:1'*t1on ratee 1D wra. 
fhe two 41atr1cta wll1ch ebov m1n1mwa diapar1t7 are Jalpai&uri 

arut Dar~eelJ.rJ& 1n the northern aubmotm~~tract. 

lb:cept DarJeelJ.ni an4 Jalpa!au.ri, where the dqree ot 

vorklesaneu (Appendiz J) '*OlJi wo•n 111 ••ry loW (26.96 .per 

eent and 36.24 per cent ft8il8Ct1ve]J') the rtma1n1n& d:J.atricta 

are cbaraeter1aed by a hi&h dearee ot worldasane•a, rtmairJ& 

between ItO per o•nt and lt.? per cent. the worklessness amq 

women ia 'Ve't7' b1&b 1D Bowrab and 2lt-Paqanaa. 

Table J.1lt sbowl that at tal\)k level a lara• number 

ot sample taluk have a female participation rate rancill 

between 1 ,per cent and S per cent. !able 3.1S shows that 

the pro ,portion of female work torce 1n the total work to10e 

ranaes between S per cent and 1; per cent in around 68 par 

cent or sample tal\Aks. This 1a aaa.taat only lt6.7 per eent 

districts vitb a abare ot female work force 1:n the total 

work torce renaina betwetD; pe·r eent and 20 ~r cent. 

At the villaae level the pattem 1a at111 more 

re••al..1aa• At · least in one a ample v1JJ.aie sore then 90 

per cent or women are repo!"ted to be worki:o& wbereu at 

28. All the pollee •tatSO!ll ot Ha14a, Cooob Behar and 
.PurWJ.a have been considered for studr ou a auple 
baaie. All the Yil..J.aiea of S1tal ltutcb1 police 
station or Cooeb Bohar district come under tbe study 
at villaie level. 1'be pollee stations of West Be~al 
are comparable to talnka ot otber atatee. · 
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ea£eaory I ' llo. oi' ' ' of taliiia 

• ttl&h • 
1-S per cent 6 28.S 
.S-10 per cent. ~ 42.~ 
10-15 per cent 23. 
Above 1S per eent l I !t·B •• 

21 100.0 

fabJI-3. 1Z 

•a 9.C l•ell i:H :ft:~a1Uut L!J•ll 
r!aiiaorr No • of 

.!&1111&1 
J 01 vii1ac•• I 

0 per cent 19 28.1t 
Below 1 v•r cent 17 ~-.. 1-; l,)er c:ent 26 .8 
s-10 per e•n• 2 2.9 
.AboYe 10 P8%':,£!D'. l !t·~ • • 

-total. 6? 100.·0 

souree• Dlatrict Census Bandboob or Malda• Coocb-Behar and Pu&11.1.a, 19?1. 
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tala- or district level, the proport1011 ftt'fer exc••4•4 40 

per eent. On the other band, 1n about one tbird ot the 

sample villeges ao wocen is re,ported to 'be enaqed 1D satntul 

emplopent (Table ).16 an4 J.1?). Bovner, onl7 about S per 

cent villaiea ba.-e more thm 10 per cent of work force 

eompoaed ot women. The variation tn ~ work•p&rt1o1pat1on 

seta tUPtber accentuated at villqe leval vitb a tev Y11I.a&•• 

having a l&rie maJority of women as workin& e4 maft1 vtllaaes 

beinG characterised by tbl absence ot ant vomen workers. fbe 

,pattem at villaGe and taluk J.eyel meals the tact that tt. 

overall picture at atate or district level eonceala tbe 

tendency ot concentration or temale work participation at 

lesser aasreaat1'fe levelJh 

A. predominantq l'ice pro4uoiqJ reaiollt Arldhra Pradesb 

except tor the tew coastal 41atncta, 11 atill cbaraeterieed 

by reJDt.nanta ot feudal atNCture. ParticulArly in R.ayalaseema 

and !el.enaana roaicm, the teu.dal oppnsa1ona are still preva

lent with bonded l,obour, ulb. and bilE whieb b.ae erupted 

ill violent peaaen.t revolts29 1D tbe pcat-In4epen4ence period. 

The economy is bard.]¥ diversified. Increuina popt.llaticn 

JlNS8UN = impover.18hed rice J)ro4uc10& 1an4 hal compelled 

lara• ~D&Ssea of workers to ~ underemployed or to qrate in 
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aeaJ'Cb of Joba 1D •lack aeuou. Growth 1n the qricultural 

OQtput aru1 productivity h• ei tber ateanat•cS or dec11DI4 

increuitJ& tbe aaoniea ot t~ rural landl:-•~· 

Tbe female participation in economic act1vit7 in 

rural Andhra Pradesh is cme o.t tbe b!&beat in India. Accord• 

1Di to 1911 cenaue 2'/. 36 per cent ot women are cateaorised u 

vorken u a&a1Mt onll' 13.'+ ptr oent at the national laYel. 

Rovner, this picture 1s not uniform at the d1atr1et lftel 

(table 3.8, r1&.3·2 anct J.&a). The participation of w•n 

1n economic aetivity varies ·between 19.6 per cent in But 

GodaYari and 35· 8 per cant 1n Mebboobnaaar. 

D1e eutem diatricta in the Coutal Andbra have a 

tel.&tivel$' lover partic1pation ot females in work tban that 

ot western platea\l reaion. ln the former, tbe vorkor-rate 

ot wo~n vanes between 20 per cent aJl4 JO per cent vbereu 

1n tbe lat\er, the ,pro,POrtion i8 more tban JO per cent. In 

tbe telqana re~ion, dietf"icta ot Mabboobnaiar, HJder&ba<l, 

Medalt, 51sama'bad and KariDID&&&t' haYe a very 1'11&h .female 

part.1c.ipaUon in economic aet1Y1t7• .Except Kumool, in the 

Rayalaeema rea1on, vbere the tamale panJ.c1pation rate 11 
' 

very bi&h, all other d18tricta have bi&h participation ot 

women 1D economic activity rq1na betwen 20 per eant. ancl 

30 per eont. 

1'b8 ab&re ot temalea in the work force 11 al.ao ••1'7 
Mab 1D the ves tern 41a tr1cts ot Te l.en&ana hi ion; the 

proporticm of femalo work to tee 1D tbe total t~t-ork · force 

• 
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ranain& between 30 pel' cent an4 '+0 per cent 1n th11 rqion. 

In ~be ooutal reaion tt. share Y&rJ.ea between 20 per eent 

aa4 30 per cent. However, 1n tbia rqiQ'l Sr1kakulam an4 

OW'ltur have rel&t1veq }lJ&ber temale work torce in tbe total 

work torce. 

In t.he western part of the rq1CD p&rt1cul.arly 1D 

telenaena, both male and temal.e participation 1rl econoldc 

activity 11 nrr biabt vhereaa 1n the coutal rea1cm, the 

male part1c1yation ia bl&b b-.&t vorke,...rate ot temalea !I 

relativeq low (Table .3.7, .Fia• J.sc and J.J). Tbe •:niter

rate ot male• 11 ve17 bijb (between 60 per cent and 6; I*r 

cent) in u .lll!Ul1' u 12 out of 21 41atn.etl- in Andhra Pradeah. 

Male-female partie1~t1an 1n economic activity 1a poett1vel7 

correlAted 1n41eat1Qd diatncts with hJ&her mnle ,P&rt1c1pa

t.1on aJ'8 aleo marked b7 biihar female participation 1n 

economic aet1v1 ty. !bere aeau a aeneral correspondence 

between a btaber sex-ratio and bieber female- participation 

or vomen at 418 tJ'ict lnel. 

!be ratio ot t•aals workers per thousand male workers 

varies between 300 and 600 wer tb1a rt&ion• In about balt 

ot the 411tricta1 there ~" ltOO to SOO female vorktra par 

one thousand male workera; moat of tr'bieh l1e :1n tbe veatem · 
r 

part ot the atate (fable 3.,8 &n4 Ffa. 3.8e). 

!be le'Vel ot 41apar1ty 1D male-female part1o1pat.1on 

rate 1fi low .In AD4bn. Pratle1h (Table 3. 91 F1i• 3.Sd). On1T . 
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It d1atr1ctl naae1)' l.umcol, Mahboobnqar. Byderabad and 

Uiamaoact, maJority of wbicb are located 1n the Telenaana 

reaion abOV a yery loll mel ot diapanty 111 the lAtvel of 

male-temal$ pa.rt1c1pat1on 1n economic act1'Yi ty. 

!be dear•• of vorkleaanes• aiiOIJi voun 11 V8'17 low 

in the veatem district& ot ttar1mnqv, 11ua&b4, 117deraba4, 

Nabboo\'JJ!8iar and KUJ'nOol (~pencU.x J). fbe coutal an4 

aol.ltbern 411tl'1cte b&'fe a relatively h1&ber vorkleeanesa 

8l610D& 1101len. 

At di•tl'ict Javel an east-ve•t contrast u weu marked 

in .Andbra Pradesh 1n tenu ot female participation. The 

cultural difterencea and the differences in qrieu.lture.l 

4evelo~nt is alao conspicuous ill tbe1e tvo tUb•reaions. 

At taluk level, u lt is c lea~ trom table ).18 u4 

3·19 1D abou,t ItO 141" cent of aampla tal.uka tbe work8r rate 

ot femal&a 1a more than 30 per cent and in about 8 par ~•nt 

sample taltlks it is more than 3S pe.r cent althoqb at 1tate 

level tbe .ramal.e pan1c1pat1on rate 40M not exceed 28 per 

cent. In terms of proportion ot .femalea work force 1n tbe 

total work tore•) in. about 1 per eent of saapl.e talukaJ temale 

account tor more tb8B itO _per cent ot tbe total work force. 

30· AU too tal.uka ot A:nantpur, ti•at God&Yari ad Kedak 
diatl'icts come under tbi aamplth T1W ••ple v1llaaea 
beloit& to tbe Janapur taluk or W.at Godavari dutrJ.ct.. 
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In at least one taluk, their abare is core than ;o per cent. 

A.t v11Use level (Table 3.20 and 3.21) 1n about 10 per cent 

ot aample v1lla&e• tbe worker-rate of voJHD 11 more tban 30 

·per cent and their sbarwt in the work torce 1a more than a.o 
G&r cent 1n about 10 per cent ot aample ville&••• Tte abare 

of _female work toroe- 1D the total work force ia between .30 

_per cent tmd lt-0 per cent 1n abou-t balt ot the aampll! v11lqee. 

one important u,peet ot tbe Alltlbra Pradesh aituatic.m 

1a that at all lnGla the )f&rtici~ation is eone1Jtent.l,y bJib. 

a.. 8 JUlURASSTRA 

l.e'vel of a&r1cultural developaeDt 18 at ita lovett ill 

Maharuhtra, eha.rac.terile4 b7 a neaative arovth 1l'1 out};ut m4 

1ov produet1'fit1• Irri&ation beil\; vs.rtualq absent 1n mott 

part ot the state, the a,rlcu.ltu.ral production bU been alaoat 

entireli de,pandent on monsoon. fhis bU reaulte4 1n frequent 

crop failures beeause ot recurring 4JOUihts. Almost the 

entire roaion depends on si&nle crops. Altbouab the eapita

list Nlations of pro4J.aet1on 1• _.vrevalent• tb1s baa not 

necesearil¥ Jscl to a aroater mob1U.ation ot the produet1ve 

torcaa. At a low .level of tecbnoloay, tbe qriC\llture is 

labour 1nten•1ve. Aariculturel production 1a mainly o~tented 

to th.e raiailla or tood ero~, vbile co=:oercial crops ot cotton, 

o1laee48 llDd a ~arcane are also iJD:,iOrtantt p&rtieul.arq 1rl the 

dry ;parts ot the plateau. 
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In thta bacqroWld ot tb• NJtal econ0111J Mabaratbtn 

18 one of the tew statal vnicb relles baav1ly on its female 

work force tor ita qrjcQltU.Z.al production. About 2a. pr 

cent of ita temnle popule.Uon are rGJ~OJ'ted to be &aintuU,. 

emploJGdJ most ot them 1ft eariculture. In the total work 

roree ot tbe state, the contr1but1aa or wmen 11 atiU bi&her, 

t.e., 31.JS per cent. In term~ of female p&rtic1pation in 

economic act1v1t7t Mahai'Ubtra"" u auch abO'fe the country's 

averaae whicb ataru!s at 13.4 per cent onll'· 

The picture cba.,.ea drutical.q at tbe diatrict level. 

Maharaabtra baa a ta~l.y uniform distribution ot d1atr1eta 1ft 

'l.Pper thNe cateaories of temale .;.art1c1pation -.1~, Dltd1um• 

hish and verr hisb (Table l• S, iii• 3.9a). !he vorkar.rate 

or women vanes betveen 11.;8 ..-r cent 1n Ban&li to lt2.13 per 

cent 1n Bhandara. Al.l the three cateaor1es form eontS.uou. 

,pockets (Its. J. 2). The dutricta w1tn Y81"1 hiab participa

tion rate (above 30 per cent) are iD taet a eont1nuat1C*l of 

that ot Anabra Pradeah, in tbe eutem part ot Mabanahtra. 

!be 41str1cts 1r1 the labyadri rea1on. vt:o., !hana, Kolaba and 

Batnas1r1 have a bilb participation :rate (between 20 per cent 

and 30 per cent). tb& b.lgb participation d1atr1ct• ccmtr a 

larae area in tbe Sabyadn strip u well aa a maJor chunk 1n 

the Tapi-Puma Yallo1 and nortbom .. rt ot Maharubtra plateau. 

A greater chunk or Mabara~htn plateau, prt1cu.larly toward8 

aoutb of it, .baa a relatively' low participation of -.omen in 

the economic aetivity <ranain& between 10 t;er cent and 20 per 

cent) mueh below tbe state •~•raae. Tbeae 1nclu4e tbe 
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the dtl triets of Poona, Sa tara, Sana 11, Sbolap'lr t Kolbapur, 

Bidar and osmanaba4. 

Except Stm~U, were tbe share or female work force 

1n tbe total work torce 1a beleN 20 ~,.er cent, all other 

41atr1cta bave a hiah share of -female 1ft the total ~rk torce. 

Table 3.6 and Via• J.9b show tllat 1D two districts, vis. 1 

Cbandrapur and laa1kt women aoeount tor more than a.o per cent 

or the total '"ork to~ee. In about a third ot the diltrieta 

the eb&re •ar1ea between 30 per cent an4 ltO per cent. The 

northem districts ot Jaaik, Jal&aon, Dultthana, Altola, 

Nqpur and Bbandara baVe a share or tamale worM ra 1:D tbe 

total work roree varriqt between 20 per cant an4 30 per cent 

and torm a contiauoua belt rwm.1nS in But to Wast direction. 

fbe SOl.lthem cU.st:rietl in s•neral hav• lower i)roport1on ot 

female 1D the work force than otber lAX'bJ of the a tate. It 

18 ~teroetiai to note tt1at the d1etr1eta ebtlracter18ed by 

higb teaale worker-rate are not tbQSe where tbe proportion 

ot female l.10rk force is hiab in tbe total. work torn. 

Co~rod to other re&iona the male partici,P&tion rate 

iS lover 1r1 Mabarasbtra. The worker-rate ot males dOes not 

exceed S; per cent in E1n7 of the dia tricte. More thin 90 

per cent 41stricts bave a male worker-rate ..,ary!nl between 

)O .PG!"' ceat and ;; par cent. A abar,p contraa t 111 aarka4 :ln 

the Sahyedri region compriaino the districts of Thana, 

lolab& and Ratnagir1 where tbl mala J,AU"t1c1~t1on 18 



t 111 I 

relativeJ.r lover, but t.he temale participation in economiC 

activity 1a relativel,y bS&ber. This situation 1• best 

· represented ic Ratna91r1 diatriet where tbe fewale ,;;;art1e1-
, 

,pat1on rate 1a 29· 99 per cent vbereas tbe male participation is 

unwnl&llJ' low ( 1. e. , lt3. ;3 per cent). 

~pendis 3 showa that tbe work part1r1pat1on ot 

females in Maharubtra is 1rrea~ct1ve ot tbe sex-rat1o of 

the rt.U"Il P<>l'll.llation. Rovner, most ot tbe districts :1n 

l~ahal'OSbtra are eharacter1te4 by a b1iber rural sex ratio. 

Tba ratio ot tamale workers ptr tbousand ala workers . 
ia more tban 600 in three d.1atriets ot Ratnaa1r1, Bbandara 

and Olmanabad. In abOUt balt ot 41atr1cts• the ratio va.r1e1 

betden t.oo and 600. 

A correlation ana]¥s1.s 'between male and female ..ork 

participation ahovs that there exists a poa1t1ve association 

between the tvo ( r • o. 30) indica tin& that l'eCJale ~artie ipa

t.ton irle:reasea with male participation at d.1.8tr1ct lavaL 

!be districts with least dia.i.$r1ty in tbe .rr.a.le female 

work ~art1e1pat1on tom a conti&uow. belt 1n the nortb and 

west (iii«• 3.,). !b.U catesory or c.Uatncte account ror "

,per cent ot aU <4-atricts in Mallaraabtra (Table 3.9 and 

.FiG• J • .9'd). The remainl!\i S6 ..,er cent 418tr1ota most ot \%h1ch 

lie in the Maharaahtra plateau in the aoutbern ~rt of the 

state have low disparity le'fel (0.5 to 1.00). 
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the dearee ot worklessness am~ women 1n the vorJd.na 

qEi aroup varies between 11.9 per cent 1n Bban4ara to lt0.82 

per cent 1ft BansU. In tbe eastern d1str1cte of Buldhana, 

Akola, Amaravat1, YeotmaJ.. wardna, Rqpur and Bhartdara, very 

tev vomen 18 the workin& as• sroup remaf.D • non-worker• 

(Appondu J). These are· the districts Where the worker-rate 

or women 1S alSo hi&her than the other ~ietriets. 

At taluk level, about 16.1 IJG!" cent eample talukS 

have a vorkor-rate or temales ranail:ti between 10 per cent and 

1; per cent. An equal pereentaae of taluks also show a 

J)&rticipation rate abOYe 30 per eentt In about one tou:ttb or 
sample talnks the rate 1e more tban 2; per cent qaiut state 

a:terage of 24.39 per cent (tt&ble 1,..22). table 4.2.3 sbowa tbat 

in more than one roa.u-tb sample talults, the contribution ot 

feQ&le in the work torce ezceec!a 2S ,pe:r cent and in 11 par 

cent ot talnka, the snare 18 more tban 30 per cent. 

A village-level atud.r of Jfortb Sholapur taluk above 

that altbo~b at taluk level tbe worker-rata of voDMm :18 
....._ 

only 11t.9 per een.t, the rate is more thtm 30 per eent m 
about 28 per cent ot the sample villa&••· About ItS per eent 

31. fbe sample dis t:ricts of which all tbe tebails ba'fe been 
ccma14ere4 in the t&luk 'level v&ttem ue No:rth Sbolapur, 
Soutb Sbolapur and Yeotmal. All the v11lqes ot Borth 
Sbo:Japu.r tel*,il of llorth Sholapu,r district have been 
choten for s tu<Jy. 
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ot sample v111aaea bave a worker-rate or less than ; par 

cent. In at least S per cent of aample villaaea no wman 

11 ft,iiORed to be wor~. The picture remains more o:r 
. 

lest same in terms ot tamales' share 1n the total work force. 

!be v1J.la&e level study ia core revealJ.rli 1n the sense that 

the vide var.tations wb1cb a.n concealed at biaher levell 

aN elea:rly brought out at v1ll*68 la'Vel. 

The naion-vue analyaia at Y&riou.a levels rneala 

that the participation ct female in oconoll1o aet1"fity 1a not 

unitorm at lese aasreaat1ve units. fbi 'f&ria t1on 11 enorm.ou.a 

at 41atriot level, taluk level and vtlllae 1•••1. P&rticu

lar17 v111eae level analta1s clearly bS"iqja out the extent 

of vamt1on in femalw work partk.1,~~at1on with v1llqea 

havin& Aro or :nea.liiible part1c1pat1on ot women 1n economic 

aet1v1tt or ba'fin& a ve17 bi&b workctl"-:r&te ot temalea 

~zeae41na ·so par eant. 32 Analyata at hi&her ·qareaatiw 

levels tel'lds to coneeal these var1at1CI'18. 

Hovever, the analpie leada to sneral important 

conclusions• 

1) The spatial variation in tbl female participation 

in eeonOlnic ae~1YitT inereuea sUbstantial)¥ at 

the lower aaareaate un1ta. 

32. S\lch u in West Benaal. the sample villaae 1s Bara 
Kaimari 1n Sital. lutcbl p~lice atation 1n the Jtooeb 
Behar 411 trie t. Out ot 718 woaen 718 or them a a 
nportsd to be wor~. 



11) fhe northern atatea bne a aeneralq lov 

participation rate of femalos in economic 

activity tb&D tbe aouthero atates in tbe 

a tud:r area. 

111) Intra-reaiona.l variations aeem to be max1.mta 

in na1ons vitb very lov lnel of female 

part1ci..,at1on, a uch aa 1n Punjab and BaJ.7&na 

ancl west Benaal and m1D1mUil in the rec11ons ot 

bisll female part1e1~ation, aucb as ·in 4ndbr& 

Pradesh and Maharaabtra1 vbicb ebow a 
\ 

con•utenr.,;-:.t nert l.evel 1n terms ot fenalB 
"-J 

part1c1pat1vo rate. 

111) B.f.sb worker-rate ot temalea may not naeeaearily 

mean a l'ltaber contribution 1D tbe work toree. 

'fllis 18 dejJelldent upon male put1c1yat1on rate. 

v) Reaions witb hiGh temale worker-rate are 

charaeteriaed by a high m" le worker-rate alJJo. 

The beet example 1a that .of Andbra Pra4eab. 

vl) Male- temala 41apar1 ty in cconom1c participation 

decreases 1r1 areas or b1gb female part1c1pe.t1on. · 

·TbU is due to the reason that male part101pation 

'V&riea little OYer apace. As a realllt the leVel 

o£ disparity become8 a tuact1on ot the leVel of 

teule partici_..ation il'l work. !he disparity 
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redw:ee trom the qrteultur&Uy advanoeei reaion• 
to aarieultu.rall1 backward rqtona, alorw with an 

1noreaae 1n tbe famals ,tArt1c1pation rate. 

vii) lt is clear that telll&l.IJ ,t,tarttcipatiOl'l 11 1oV 

(alona v1tb a bJ.&b male-temal8 disparity 1n 

ec011om1o partic1,P&t1on) 1D tbe plain areas of the 

~&ion under stUdy. !he :revena ia the ceae 1n 

bill~' and plateau areu. Tbe male partie.tpation 

irlcreaae• _.ln the plain areas, Wbe.reaa it show 

decline 1D plAteau and biU, regions. In the 

plaina more intensive cultivation, mecban1sat1on, 

etc. replace vor&.n trom the work .. force vhereu 

it 1ncraaaea the employab111tr o£ men. Tll11 ball 

bean true of PunJab and narrena where the women 

have almost retired tram aaintul emplO)'JPtnt. 

Hove•er. the deane to wh1cb the withdrawal bal 

· taken place seem to have been co.ndi tioned b7 

rea1on-spec1f.1e social, econoad.c and cultural 

•111eu. In tne plains of .Andhra Pradesh. VOUtn 

still contribute sJ.aniticantly 1n. tbe work-.foree. 

J'inally, tbe ana:J¥s1s should make it clear that the 

contribution of women in the work -for<!fi is not as inl1&1n1-

t1eant aa the data at country or atate· J.eva1s would terd to 

a bow. 



CbaQMr:IV 

INDJl§l'i\IAL ii§1'AIBQ'J!IQI Qf WQJtBI WOAAJ\1 

Lan4 1a tbe bae1c mea. ot J)roduction in the eountJ.7• 

s1de and the rural society 1a baaed prec1omlnant]3 on llri

culture. i'rom tbe land, a part ot natLIJ'G but made arable 

by bumaD labour, the NRl people produce by meana of 

technique and their labour power, a variety of qrarlan 

pro4u.oe. However, the nature of ruraleconomr1 u not and 

bU not remained aqua~ over 1gaoe. A Jar.;• qwmtum or 
I 

cbanaes baa overtaken the rural economy 1D India ancS ball macse 

it estremeq -.ar1ant over rea1ons with 41tterent modea at 

production at various atagea ot develo,.nt. At placea, tbe 

rural economy is 1n the stqe ot aubaiatence aariculture and 

at otbor, it is carried on tor the markttt and profit of the 

»roducera, wbo do not tbemlelvoa oon•ume their productt• !be 

caae ot r~l industries 11 not ver.r 41tterent trom esr1eulture. 

!be bousebold 1nc1uatria eontirlue to be 1mportant 1ft aome 

rural areas whereas modem manutaeturinc lrlduatriee :1n the 

non-household sector are replaeins them. !he production 

tecbn1quea in both agriculture and 1Ddustnea have give rise 

to "Various division ot labour emona the members ot the 

societies. seeondl;y the nature ot property rel.ationa in the 

eountrys14e 1G of no lesa a1anU1cance ill tbe econom1c lite 
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ot the rural people. fhe 418tr1but1on or d1ftennt occupa .. 

tiona and the work opportun1t1aa aa118bl8 to the.m laqe]¥ 

4ependl on these two conditions. Moreover, aa it has 

already been mentioned Sn preeedtna ebapte:re, the labour 

toree pazUc1patory·bebav1our or men ·an4 vomen within tb8 

aue cOJldittons vary extremely oter •pace. In the broader 

context ot the nature of rural economr, teehnique and mode 

or production. prevai~ property relations with ita 

accompanying eocio-cu.ltural. customs and aocial mores, it will 

be wortbwblle to aive a elo.ter look at the variation 1n the 

1Dduatr1al distribution of women workers 11'1 rural India 

vbich 1a so di!taren.t than that of ita man counterpane. 

nus chapter attempts to analylt the spatial pattems 

in the pat"t1c1pat1on. or women workera ill dittennt types or 
eeonomlc activity as reeoanised by 1971 cenaua. Although, 

tbere 1e no dearth of material on 110rk part1c1pat1on 1ft tbe 

Indian census the analJaie or o.:cupaUona.l distribution bas 

been a dii't1eu.lt tuk due to change• 1n tba definition from 

one eeneus to MOther. !his 1a aore ao tor women because 

the. 4et:1n1t1onal cbanaea have at.t"eete4 women more than men. 
< 

For •~aaplo, mara1nal vorken, such u bouaetr1vea wre 

eounted u aecondar;y woritel'l in 1961 vt:ereaa 19?1 tteaarded 

them aa non-workers. 

DQe to We d1i:t1et;l].tiea- inYolved tbl analysia of the 

distribution of wo=en ~orkera accordtna to industrial 
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eateaor1ea bat uau.a111 been avoided b7 experts in tbe past. 2 

Daniel and Alice 'l'bomerl ha'fe aleo :referred to this problem 

u early as 1961 1n tbe follov1l'Ji vordaa 

In eveey census ot India, ainee 1881l the occupational 
fiaure• tor females are more cUtrleu t to interprete 
tbarl those tor males. To a lar.se extent in the Ir!dian 

· tam1.11 eeonom.y1 the role of wo•n baa been and aUll 
auxiliary to tnat ot tbe men or tbe household. 
AeeordJ.naly, it baa always been bard to draw tbe line 
between those 'Whose eeono;dc contribution baa been 
aU})stant1al and thoee vboae work, apart trom domeatie 
diUes baa been adno:r or nealJaible. Variatiom troa 
census to census, either 1n total female workina force 
or 1n tbe num'bor ot woaen recorded u enaqe4 1n 
partieul.ar ocoupaUoM, may rerlaot ab1tts 1n enume:ra• 
tion p~ctiee u much u cenuine economic cha.n&••• 

&ovever, quite avue ot tb1a Um1tat1on involved 1n 

aucb anal¥s1s. an attempt hU been made here to analy'ae the 

1rldustr1al d1atr1but1on of women workers, b&ee4 on 1971 cenaua 

elaaa1t.1cat1on.. Bove'Yer, bouse hold and non-bouse hold 

industrial ect:l:vitiea are ae~rately analysed du.e to the 

different nature of tbele two in4ustrtal cateaorie•• For a· 

broader pieture to emerae, tbe nine :lndustrlal eatqoriea t..v• 

turtber been claasitied into three broad sectors or ecoilomy 

viz., prlmar.r, aecond.ar.r a1'd tertiary. The term 0 fem111' 

workers" and •vaa• eanten•a.. ba'fe been uaett 1tUJteacl ot 
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oenaua cateaories such u •culti\fatore• and • Qricultural 

labourers• reapectivel¥• "omen vorkin& oa their f8.111l1 

tarn:& are el.ass1t'1ed u !&m11.1 workers and wom~n vbo work 

mainly on aomebod7 elae•a land for a W&• are clasa1t1e4 

as vase earnera. Tho former cateaor1, therefore, reten to 

tbose aelt emplo7et1 wereu the latter are vqe emplo1'bd• 

However. tho type of work both pe rfON are aame, 1. e. , 

Cl.llt1vation involving minWll work. But the tu117 worken 

4o also suj)Qrviae the cultivation work wbereaa in eua ot 
I 

aaricl.lltural labourers or vaa• earner~, this responsibility 

18 abaent. Anotber important point to be noted here 1s that 

the women vorkera considered ill the an.alya:l.a are those with 

the kind ot activity they perform u their princip&leetivity 

and thus excludes "seeoftdar,y vorkera.• 

a..2 CBANGB IH TBE Il!loosrRIAL DISTR.IBtrriON OF ~.ORK~S 

fable lt..1 sbowa how little structural cher..a•• bas 

oceur.ro4 1n work partie1~t1on amoll6 tbe various indt.lltrial 

sec ton in tbe paa t 70 years and aYen after 1 9S1. Practically 

no transfer bas oeourre4 from 'lriculture to non-agriculture. 

Jarieulture seems only ezpandin& source ot eaploymant tor 

women. In tact, a trl.le]¥ declltJiaa trend in female employ• 

ment 1l'1 non-aar1eultu.ral eeetor 18 clear~ 'f1s1ble. Eten 

ld.tbin aanctilturet du.l"in& 1961-71 there )lq been • 

apectaeular increase 1ft the ranks or a&r.teultural labourers 
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AJ!tle-!t~J. 
f!IS!DJ&BiiO I!J!~a:i~!!U:S!! 9&: U2£i!r:hl:'lB ..§!!hi ID!hl!!:~ ~1$!S2£&11 1221-21 

Cateaory · sex :: :i~i i~il :: : i!li ~=f2li::. :i~!: : I ::. im i~2i • 

Cultivators Nal.e ~].22 '3.22 5'6.36 ;o.78 ~:zg $1.lt6 a.6.21t-
Female ;.; .. . 3.26 ;o.;? 32.39 ,,.12 29.69 

'&r1cultural Male 12 • .39 1S.28 13.51 1?.~; 1lt.95 13.lt2 21.2; 
Labourera l'emale 2;.81 30.6S 2lt.9S 39· .9 31.39 2,).86 so.a.o 
M1nin& Quarr.r- Hale &..86 , ... , ... 94 ""63 2.19 3.10 2.89 
~, Llvaatock, l'emale .3.23 ).lt-1 3.'S'l 4:19 3.36 2.00 2.89 
Fore a tey etc. 
·uouaehold Male - - - ;.?1 3.31 
illdustry Female - - - ..... - ?.85 ... 2; 
Ron-bouaebold Male 11.3? 9.62 9.33 8.99 9.8lt s.;6 6.61 
induatry Female 12.lt6 10.~1 9.20 8.?3 6.9\ 1.22 2.76 
Con.struetic:m Kale o.Blt- 1.10 0.91 1.16 ,.,, 1.1t1 1.3; 

Foale 0.61 0..70 0.12 0.?1 0.72 o.a.1 0.(6 
Trade and. Kale 6.13 s.ss ;.87 ;.sa 6.1 S·29 6.36 
c O&ii& J"Ce Paule 5.89 ;.,2 ;.tt6 5.09 2.8; 1.J7 1.78 
'franaport and Hale 1.S9 1.61 1.33 , ... 3 2.01. 2.28 2.8; 
Comcun1c•t1on Female 0.21 0.19 0.11 0.13 0.30 0.11 o.a.? 
In other Male 9.60 8.21 ?.15 8.2lt 11.08 11.17 9.08 
Servieea Femal.e 6.19 ;.so S.36 8.81 9.02 ?.3; 7-11 

Source: Cenaua Reports 19?0-71. 
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UlODi wmen. this pbenomenon ia leu apectacul&r tor.men 

tbaa "omen. Construetion hat remained almost cons tent 

while trade, transport, storaa• and eommeree baa witnessecJ 

aubatant1al dialllacement o.t women worara. After 1951 

tbere baa been deelJ.ne 1n the female vorkera 1n the aen1eea. 

lotbar1S holda tnat tM dee-l.iJ:» 1n th9 r.ton-qneultaral 

aector ~liea thatt 

Many of tb8 traditional non•aarkultural aen~a for 
VOD$n bave decUnect. Aa a result or impact of 
tacbnolos;r, oraaniaat1on and urban11at1on• •• ot 
tbe olasses auc.b u &l'tiaens and. lkill.e4 workera are 
likelt to bave relat1Yely 1aprawect tbeU poa1t1on. 
fo that ext.nt tbare •icbt bave been a "foluntary 
witbdreval of female labour tl'OJI tbe market u • 
result or what ~bt be called tbe iDcome effect. 

!abla lt.2 and 4.3 show tbat tbu-. bae been leaa 

pree1p1toWJ 4ecUne of •le vorite:ra 1n tbe tam111' vorken 

cateaort thin t.bat of temal.ea. In tact there baa be8Jt an 

tnoreue ill the male famiq vorkera cateaorr in Andhra Pradeab. 

In eontras~ &11 reaiona baM shown a lar&e scale 4ecl:1.De 1n 

the cateaory of fami~ worken in cue of females and a 

corretlpondifta increue 1n the qric&lltul'81. vase eamera. In 

Pun.lab 8.1'14 B&17ana, bOwe'fer, tbe tertiart employmgnt ot 

woman 1D the services nctor baa 1hovn a IUbltantial mereue. 

The female emploreent s.o the bouaebold industnea hU reeol*t!ed 

aubstantial decline in all ncione Whereas, e•eept Alldb1'a 
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19l!::h2 
bastnliMt Ru,r:tbat&ea at wmm .m a.t£b AfJ Jlr· l!lda&tlll G!tauri!• 1263 

Bm~,4D!I 

Cultt,.aton Hale 61.11 lt-7.11 ~3-aa. 63.10 5S.i't 
Female S8.88 tt0.81 1.61 19.41 ;9.16 

qr1cW.tural Male 1~.?? 2lt.62 19.;9 10.gJ 2lt.lt6 
LaboUl"ea Female 2 .82 40.83 23.69 lt.7 l'hSS 
H.1oi~t~, Lift- Hale 3.2 .. 4.30 ).68 1.02 J.JB 
aek,toreatry female 1.91f. 1.21 10.08 0.41 0.1!) 
ate. 
Household Hale ,.69 10.40 ) ... , ?.91 ;.06 
1nc1uatrle• i'emal.tt ?.00 8.03 12.?3 8.03 2.66 
lon-houaehold Male 1·90 1.6;· a..oo 2.47 1.86 
1ndustrtea .female 0.71 0.5S ).\1 0.78 0.29 
Construction Hale 0.89 1.06 0.?8 1.;8 1·21 

Female 0.26 o.lt2 0.16 0.27 0.36 
Trade and Male 2.62 3.17 ).61. 3.16 2.19 
COD111ttre4t Female 0.98 2.33 1.19 0.23 0.50 
Tranaport and Male o.a1 0.66 1.20 0.99 0.81 
eoJLmun1cat101'l 1emal8 0.03 0.01 0.06 0.02 0.03 
Other Bale ?.9S' 1.03 8.lt6 9.69 s.28 
serviCe• Female ;.39 5.69 6.~t; 6.05 1.69 

Soureet Pr1&a17 Censua Aba tract, 1961. 
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l!l!la~J 

. llmzai~~Y~I.9D g' !9D!r.! &a ~~~dltH .1Ds1HB!II rGII9EHI l!Zl, 

r=a&ao17 iiiz nt ·maG PUD3a6 iDa wes£ sec&il .liidEH' iiiiii=iaiitra 
- . ·' ilmn! 11 . IDdllb 
CQl.t1vaton Kale S6.oo 56.00 J+~·'s a.J.G y.ss 

Female ]2.61f. 3,.88 1 .9 20. .oo 
Aarlcal.tural Male ~·21 22.1; 3.3.26 31.89 :s.71 
Labourere Pe•le ·39 28.S3 ,. ... ,, 66.22 56.06 
L1ftatoek. .Hale 2.$3 1.23 2.16 ... ~ 2.11 
i'oresU7 etc. Female 2.;6 1.;2 1a..;s 1.00 0.54 
IUD iDa Kale o.~ta o.o, 1.23 o.~t~t 0.2\, 

J'em.&la 0.33 o.a. o,a, 0.31 0.16 
BOtlMbol.d Hale 3.13 3.37 2.1tl+ s.18 ,3.23 
Induatria• J'..ala J.S7 ;.?8 tt-89 3.1S 2.~ 

lon-bousebolcl Male 19.01 J.2S 3.17 2.&t.9 - 2.81 
In4ustriea Fe &ale 1.56 6.80 a.~.tJ+ 1.09 0.63 
Construction Hale 0.82 1.;2 o.s1 1.20 1.0$ 

Feule o.38 2.24- 0.21 0.60 o.a.o 
'fnde, C"on:;a~ere• Mela 2.71 .3.10 ).17 J.SO 2.1t8 
and Storage J'eaale 1.01 o.Blt- 1.2 .. 1.as o.lt& 
Transport and Male 0.97 1.1 .. 1.!t6 1.00 0.8& 
Commut.d.cation Femal• o.11t 0.1lt o.38 0.10 0.01 
Other Beni.eea Hale ;.69 s.oo s.76 s.SJ. s.ltO . Feule 3.lt3 17.89 6.03 lt-13 1.30 

Sot.ll"C'et Priaay Census A:ba traeta 1911· 



Pndeab, the proportion of women vorken baa alto reailtere4 

deoline 1rl the manutacturJna aector. !he tables oleu~ 

indicate that 1n all tbe reaiona e:rcept PunJab and B&r~ana, 

tbere has been a b.lab degree or con.~ntration of vomen l!Orker 

in qr.t.cultural waae ea.min& aector. For male• the 4eare• ot 

tbis eonc.entro.Uon baa been leas preeipitous. 

At tbie ataae it 88eml imperative to &o down to ttill 

lower lwfels tor anal;yaiJli in4u.str1al dilt.ributton ot vo•n 

workers in the selected n&ioae. 

In Nral areu were aarioulture 1a the prS.neipal 

acti'tity, the bUlk or tbe women vor.bn ie concentrated m 
the primary ae«;tor, part.icularly ill 1 tlld.ly womra• or 

'vase eamera' cateaone.. !be other irl,portan t cateaor!ea 

are bouaebold anc:t non-l'louaebold industries ·m the secondary 

sector and 'other servieea' 1n tbe tertiar.v aeotor. !hus 

the anal;yail mtU,lt]J tocusea on. these cateaoriea and tha 

nmainin& categories in wbicb the abare of women workere 18 

marainal, .bave received scanty attention. 

The proportion of female lliorJuu• 1rl primary, oeond.ary 

and terti&rr.t sector 11 6;. 9J ii81' eentt 1;. 30 per cent an4 

18.8? per cent reapectivelf in tm rej1on aa a whole. But at 

the diatriat level. t.be variation 1a ot a very ·biab dqree. 
I 
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cent 1n Lu4h1ana to 92.11 per cent 1n IUthendraaam. Howftr, 

1r1 Pun~ab 1t ranaea between 14. S1 per cent (Ludbiana) to 

S2. 98 per cent (Pero&pur) Vbereu 1n Baqana 1t 'f&riea 

between 24.11 per cent (.lmbala) and 92.11 (Mabendraaartdt 

qainat the region aven;e or 65· 93 per cent on17. fable 4. a. 
and. FS&. lt.1a aboW that tive 41atr1cta 1n Pun~ab 8M H&J78D& 

have a Yen low concentration (below 30 par cent) moet of 

wb1ch are 1D the eastern diatrtctl ot Pal4ab• Ambala 

district of BaJ7an& eomea in tb1a eat$gory unlib otber 

41atr1cta J.n the state witb more tban 10 per cent ot voman 

worker• concentrated in primaJ'y aector. At district level 

1t 1a cleu from the fi&ure 4.2 that 1ft Pun4ab that a ., • .., 

low pro{Orti.on or temale vorkera an asplof8d 1rl .P.riDr.r 

sector. The .ttaun t..2 alao v1vidl7 br.tnaa out the nortb

oot.ttb and east vest contrast 1n the reaion i.n tei"'U of tamale 

vork totce in primaey aeetor • 

The aeconda17 sector (Table tt.;, 1'1&· 4.1b and 4.3) 

accounts tor a fairly large proportion ot women workers in 

u many as 1S ou.t ot 18 d1etr1c:t.a, their proportion vu.rin& 

between 1; per cent and SO per cent. Host of tbeae dietricta 

lie 1n PunJab. OD3.1' t~ce 41atl'ict8 1ft W.atern Baryana 

(Maben4ragarh, Biesaz- 8D4 Jirld) sbov a low to ve17 low 

pro_port1on ot women workers 11'1 seconda17 Mctort vi tb lesa 

tllan 10 per cent ot U'.lem be~ employed :1n aecondary •etor. 

ftle patten almost rem&d.na same in tert18J7 employment ot 
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ISle - !ta!t 
bm!ttMI 91 araaJre Wor•m ISiHZ!UI .&n Jtr11parz IISS9£ 

s a.s o o.o o o.o o o.o 
4 22.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 o.o 

. 2 11.1 2 13.3 0 o.o 0 o.o 
a 11. 1 2 13. J o o. o o o. o 
It 22.2 1 46.7 11 St.o 1 a..o 
1 5,6 !i 1 ifbZ r !t 12.0 2lt ,26,Q 8 

18 100.0 1S 100.0 21 100.0 2S 100.0 

taJI:!tt2 
£tmnl!l• .. et ,l•l!l.! wgrun J)PpiWtd .!D.§ncnstan: i!G~su~ 

?o!"i!P. !if !Jiiirii Jo. i!P I 
5 i'i} to. Aiiftii: iji§i& i~ i:iiiitiiP cti.~ 

, dit&ncu JU.!~r1~t1 · d!!H'-\efeg C&!tma CU!'f!cp. 41ab:&eta ... d!ttr1sy .~a:1ct1 
BeldW s 
S-1o 
10-20 
20-30 
lo-40 
Above ItO 

Total. 

1 ,.6 .. 26.7 9 lt2.9 23 92.0 
2 11., It 26.7 10 .. .,.6 1 .... o 
~ 38.9 ; 33.3 1 lt-.8 0 o.o 
7 21.8 1 6.? 1 s..s 1 a..o 
2 11.1 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 

p 1 t A ~~ 6 1 . I t-,2 1 1 I g I tll g. 9 I g . r• .. ",_ n ,g, 0 
18 100.0 ,, 100.0 21 100.0 25 100.0 



I 12? I 

Rercen tea• ot Femal.e Workers &splo7'ed in t.rerUar.r - i!.Gkt£ ' •• 
rereentaae iim39 ii1 Dip•• ; iiiJ :iiiijii: I fi.a&!f PiijiiJ: ::::.: i: :;tcifiiiiiiE§ : Bo. o ~o o. o of o. of ' o d.ia-

.. a-.~r&ew «11tr1cy . dliB~U 41tki~tJ d&t,acta GttrigtJ , 41a~tst1 ttJQ '' 

Belov S 2 11.1 2 13.3 1 19.0 2S 100.0 
s-10 1 ,..6 7 lt6.1 tit 81.0 0 o.o 
10-20 3 16.7 3 20.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 
20-30 2 11.1 2 13.3 0 o.o 0 o.o 
Jo-t.o l 16.? 1 6.;! 0 o.o 0 o.o 
Abert• .a.o 1 38.9 0 o.o 0 0.0 0 o.o 

total 18 100.0 1S 100.0 21 100.0 2S 100.0 
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women vorken. Utbouab 1D tbe· reaion aa a Whole the 

proportion ot women workers iD tert1&JY sector 11 ODlJ' 

18.89 ,Pel' cent, more than So per e•nt 41atriets abov a 

ve17 hqb concentration (between ao per c:ent and ;o x-r 

cent) ot women wl'ken in the tertiary aectorr~ (table t,..6, 

Fii• 1+. 1e end a.. a.). .All diatrietl exoept Feroapur, Roper, 

Patiala and 8bat.1n4a 1D Pun3ab ba'fe more tban a.o per cent 

women vorken employed in the tertiary aeotor. ODlr 

Ambala 1n Bar,ana baa a bi&h ~ro}IOrtion of women \lODen 

employed. 1n the tertiar;v aector (38.02 pe• cent of all 

vomen wor&era ). the ve•tem 41atr1cta ot Mabendraaub, 

Bissar and Jind haYe les1 than 10 per cent ot all 'W'OiltD 

worken employed in the tert1arr. •ector. 

All the 41str1ett of Pun~ab and on]J' one district 

ot Baeyana (Ambala) allow a yeey diverse d1atJ'1but1cm or 

women wrkeft 1n clitterent aeoton ot tbe econom;r •. 

· · Tlle ahare ot female work force. 1n 41tterent . ~ 

sectors 1a, hovever, 'fery low (Tablea lt.7, a.. 8 aDd a...9). 

Contribution ot women vomn 111 p1'1.817 and seeoDIIar:r 

sootora 18 less tban 10 l)&l" cent :ln all the 41•taete 1D · 

PunJab em B&ryana. It is still lower (S..e. leea than ; 

per cant) 1n tertiary sector. However, tbe ahara ot wodD 

workers in all the Hcttors u biaber irl Ba.ryana than 

PunJab• 
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ZR =!:!! - !taft 
Bm p( ;:uaA! k!sritrl 1n t-u seegn4ar;r S!2~2r. 

1-'erc:er" • f~l~ ltr.DS!! ir' ":Par~•itra 1 Jllo. or o. or ~ of' dis-lo.~ J or 41a- o. · ot d s-
41!~£1d;t p \1"1C\f ctatr!ett 41!~£1£11 ~~et1 G&t~ris tt lit&SS Y 

Below S 12 66.7 3 20.0 0 o.o 0 0.0 
S-10 6 33.3 6 a.o.o 0 o.o s 20.0 
10-20 0 o.o ' 33.3 11 32.1t 17 28.0 
2tl-30 0 o.o 0 o.o 8 )8.1 1 a..o 
Jo-a.o 0 o.o 1 6.7 1 tt.a 0 o.o 
Above '-0 0 o._g 0 o.o 1 !t-.8 .2 t).Q __ ,....._.__ .... -- . 

t-otal 18 100.0 ,,. 100.0 21 100.0 25 100.0 
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l!ll&!::!b.2 
§bat! 21: l!S~ wg~:xe.a ~n U&.l!u&aax fl!s• 

Forcen ·e 
i!m.1!'2 & ~·~!!l' An~ A PP!Ph .· M~argh~l! 

llo. or , . d s- No. or s- »o. ot' · 7dla- io. ot ;; or dis-
~ •• . !U:atJ:icb ~1e~1 4H~r!SY , d!a ~~icy. S£1Si &I .• sUJB1efia ... ld.SY 

Belcv 1 10 ss.6 0 0.0 0 o.o ~ 16.0 

1-S 8 ,. ..... 1,. 26.2 0 o.o 1 t.,.o 
s-10 0 o.o 10 66.7 1 a.. a 16 61+.0 
10-20 0 o.o 1 6.7 11 ;2 .... .. 16.0 

20.30 0 o.o 0 0.0 6 28.; 0 o.o 
Abo'M30 0 o.~ 0 0.0 3 1a..) 0 o.o 

total 18 100.0 15 100.0 21 100.0 25 100.0 
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I 

In tbe reiJ1on u a wbols the £am11¥ workers outnumber 
I , 

earieultural. labpurers (fable ... 3). But at district level 
I 

the patte.rn cb~es drastically. ~ept one district 1n 

Punjab tn all ot~er districts the proportion. of women workers 
I 

emploJ9d 8.8 &aJ"1eu.ltural waae earnen exceeds tbeir emplo7• , 
I ment u family workers. In Baryana .. onl.Y 1n the veatem 
I ? 

districts of G""'gaon, llabendraaarh, Biaaar and Jind, the 
I 

tem1]3 workers •1eount tor a bi&ber p.ro,portion or the total 

workei"B• I 
I 

Table 4.10l end Fi&• lt. Sa abow that two third 41atr1cta 

ot Punjab end Baryana have lesa then 20 per cent ot their 

total female work I tore• em,Ployecl as familf workers, 1l:l earl• 
I , 

culture~ In as m~ch u 60 per cent districts the tamale 
I 

w~ge earners account ror more than 20 per cent of allvomen 

workers (Table 4. ~1 ant1 Fib• 4.Sb). Bovner, 1n most ot the 
I 

41atr1cta of PunJ~b and B.aryana the temala qrieultural w&&e 

earnen compared ~o their mnle counterparts are rev. In 89 
I 

per oent ot d:18 tribta the ratio ot temels qricultural vqe 
I 

earners is less tbF 100 1>81' tbou1and mala ag :r1eultural vege 

earners (Table lt.12). But 1n all the tUetrieta of PunJab 
I 

esoept Sqrur ondleastem three dist!"iets ot Baryana, the 
I 

female asr1culture:t. waae earner• account for more than '0 
I 

per cent of the to~al employment or women 1n qricultu:ral 
I activities, (Table ij.13, F1g.4.5c). However, above 60 per 
I 



50 0 so 
l l 

FEMALE AGRICULTURAL 
LABOURERS 

PERCENTAGE TO lOTAL 
fEMALE WORKERS 

t".-.-3 

VERY HIGrl i>~ABOVE 70 

HIGH 

~3 
60 MEDIUM ==~ 5{J to r~ 

~ 
50 

LOW 
.-~ 40 to 

--: VERY HIGH 
t:..=J ~ to 1.1) 

r---1 
INSIGNlf'ICANT i=-:: i BflDW 30 

i! 



! 
l 
I 
I 
! 
I 

~! 

IF_ ~ 
:. 

II 

li 
t I 

li 
(r:..,___ 

1 

50 0 50 ~ • j ,r 
NTIS 

I 

FEMALE WORKERS 

- A AS . LABOURERS GRICULTURAL 
1971 ; ' 

I 
l 

·~~-..,. 

l 
I 
L~ 

.. 
' ! 
t 
1 

l· 
h1 
I ,,~ . 
I. ,,. 
!\ 
1' 
~~ 

• 
it ,. 

======~!· 

. . , 

' { 

PE~CENTAGE iO 
FEMALE Eup 10TAL . • 

!N ,., LOYM"NT ' 
· ,~RICUL1URE- i 

EXTREMELY HIGH':..-~ A .~ 
V"'RY ....d • .'l BOVE' 90 '~ 

- HIGH ~ --~ 
~00to90 

HIGH ~ !£lS::j 70 to 6\; 

ME.OIUM V71.7,il iL'.ta4 60 to 10 I 1 

LOW ~ ~ 50 to 60 
VERV'.i)W ~ ,., b::::J 40 to 50 i ~ 
11'\SlGN:FtCANi ;T7i ;•; 

"""*' ..,..._0..··-=-:-·._· .·.- ... ( I 'i BELOW 40 = ~-:z.".;t·-:..-:.~..::: 0 ~L',J 



Below 10 
10-20 
20.30 
30-40 a.o-so 
)0.60 
Above 60 

Percentaae 

I • 

Below 30 
3o-a.D 
itO-So 
S0-60 
60...10 
Above 10 

Total 
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Ifb:W:!t, 30 
flreentae o( U:MAl! XWJ.t ~igrMra J.n AttrJ.sy.ltutt 

. 
t. 22.2 3 20.0 s 23.8 1 a. .. o 
8 "·.. 9 60.0 ; 23.8 3 12.0 
1 ;.6 1 6.1 • 19.0 8 32.0 
2 11.1 2 13.3 6 28.6 3 12.0 
0 o.o 0 o.o 1 ~t-.8 -----S-------20-.-o- --.a · 11.1 o _o._o_----~-o---- ~---a-.-o-- 2 s.o 
1 ,. . 2Jt-;----, :g-----, Q,O 0 Q,O l l~tQ • 

18 100.0 1S 100.0 21 100.0 2S 100.0 

I!J.ll!::'h 'l 
fersgn;H&e.,gt lea;aJ.t ,a!i! Iamers 1n AidsuAlY" 

0 
ndbra,t~•9 H!b&r!fhtra , 

Ro. or or is- No. or ;!of dis-
tricg I stY'ricy s2~Jer1cts B:1St! di!\rit'g tricy 

12.2 ; 0 o.o 3 12.0 
16.? 1 , lt-8 3 12.0 
11.1 2 1 lt-.8 2 s.o 
o.o 0 6 28.; 3 12.0 
o.o 2 .. 19.0 .. 16.0 
o~,g 2 .. 

' 2 ~2 lQ !!2a2 _ 
100.0 ,, 100.0 21 100.0 27 100.0 
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ff&ble - !t, 1a 
B&t1Q.ot Fe,-uale Wge i!m9D br 19QO ~lale W!it Bmem 1!! M:rtcu»un 

Below 100 16 88.9 
100-300 2 11.1 

6 ~.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 
6 a.o.o 0 0.0 0 o.o 

JOo-soo o o.o 
;oo-700 0 oo.o 
100..900 0 o.o 

3 20.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 
0 o.o 1 lt-8 ~ 16.0 
0 o.o 8 38.1 11 itlt.O 

Above 900 -··0~-----2aa~O------.-------~~----~----~--------~--------~~-g OtO li iZ.1 10 !flt,o 
rotal 18 100. o 15 100.0 21 100.0 as 100.0 

2:fbl@ - 1t, 13 
Percentage ot Female ~;aae namera to Total Female l:)nplo~nt 1n A;Jrieultural. 
• • . · . AeY.!1tiel , 

a tea orr 
(percen~e) 

Belov 30 
30-ltO 
40-SO 
)0...60 
60-70 
?o-8o 
So-90 
Above 90 

1 
2 
2 

i 
2 
0 
0 

Tota~ 18 

1 6.7 0 o.o 3 12.0 
0 o.o 0 o. 0 2 8. 0 
2 13.3 0 o.o 3 12.0 
1 6.? 2 9· 6 2 8. 0 
2 13.3 ! 23.8 3 12.0 
3 20.0 7 23.8 8 32.0 
.. 26.7 5 23.8 3 12.0 
.5 13..3 It 12.0 1 ltsO 
1; 100.0 21 100.0 as 100.0 
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ct1str1cts in PunJab and HBJ7M& have lass than lO per cent 

women workers enaaged 1n aaricultural activ1t1ea (!able a..1a., 

Fi.i• 4.Sd). 

Livestock, torestr;y etc. account tor a very IIB'IN 

abare of tbe women workers 1n the entire reston net exeee41ng 

' per cent in any 41a trict (Appendix ; >• 

~.3.2 BoNI!hQid and 62n-BepaebQid IndMttrl!! 

Bxcept two dia tricts in Barrana, the mini~ and quarr;v-

1n6 aot1v1t1as do not account tor any stGnU1cant proportion 

of wcmen workers in this rqio~. (Appeu11x 6). EJ:cept Ambala 

and Kernal districts of Baryana, all other districts in this 

region account tor leas than 4 per cent ot tbe fet;;ale vork1QI 

roree in construction. The two impoz-tant categories 1n vbicb 

the women workers are concentrated 1n secondary sector are 

household and non-household industries. 

In tbe resion as n wbole the non-household industriel 

employ sliGht~ higher ,proportion or tha female "'ork force 

tbnn the household 1nd.ustr1ea (6. 8 ~r cent and ;. ?8 par cent 

:reapeet1ve.l¥")• Bovever, above 60 per cent districts have more 

than S per cent of the total temnle work force employ&d in 

bousebold industries (Table 4.1S, Fi,g. 4.10a) end above 30 per 

cent districts account foJt more than 10 per cent of tl'lG female 

work torco in the non•bousebol4 industries (Table 4.161 FJ.i• 

lf-.10b). Gurudaapur and Sanirur d!atricts of PunJab and 



-~' 
~I 

II 
~i 

50 0 50 150 
I I I I 

Kms. 

250 
I 

J K . ms 

VERY HIGH 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

! : 
"to TO TOTAL FEMALE 1· · 

WORKERS I:; 

!:~ , c<•;,; ABOVE t5 

m 10 to 15 

R 5 to 10 

I. 
l 

l 

(~ 
j· 

LOW E 1 to 5 lt 

~-=a.-.-.-.._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.__V_E_RY._LO_W._._~._._B;E-LO=W~1~~1 
Fig· 4"11 



I 13S t 

Bi};i! - !bl!t 
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Ambal.a 1ft Baryana bave a aSan1t1eant proportion of tbe women 

work force employed in household 11'ld.ustr1ea (eove 1S per cent). 

on tbe other band Pat1al.a and Ludb1ana dietricts of Ptm3ab 

have moJG than 1; per eent of women vol'k toree employed 111 

non-bousebold 1ndustr1ea (Fi&• 4.11 am 4.12). 

Table 4.11 abowa tbat a "ferr hJab lbare ot the female 

work toJ~ee is eB.\ployed in •other ••"1cea" cateaory in Punjab 

and Huyana (1?.89 per cent ot all vorJtSna woman and abcwe 90 

,Per cent ot all employment 1n tertiary sector). Tb1s catesoey 

aeeounia tor more than ltO par cent or the total tamale working 

force lii above SO per cent ot tbe dietncta (Table ~t-.18). BiB· 

4. 13 abow tbat the PJ"':Portion o£ female work force employed 

1D other •ervicea 1a extremelY bish 1D the northem districts. 

ot Pun3ab• Except Ambala 1n tbe remainini districts in 
J . 

Baryena.~ the proportion is low to "fttry low (lass than 10 per 

cent). However, w1t.b.trl 1entce sector the female vorkeri are 

rev 1ft relation to their ~le counter_parts. The ratio of 

felllalo vol'kers in. other services is less than 100 per 1000 

male workers 1n tbe same catecor.r (A~pendis 7). !he proportion 

ot women work to:rce employed in trade, commerce, transport and 

commun1cat1on are 1na1&nU1eant both 1n the :region aa well aa 

at the tU.strict level. 
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In terms of industrial d1atJ'ibut1on, the 1ntra

rea1onal variations are clear vhen district level analysis 

18 made. The eontraata are well mamd between PunJab 1114 

Baryana. Ambala 1D Baryana hal a distinCt relationship vi th 

Punjab. 1be eut wat contrast within Baeyana ia rather 

1ntereetU:Js. In PunJab_~ tbere has bem a tairl¥ diverse 

dta·tnbution ot tamale work toree 1n tUtterent sector~~ u 

well u industrial cateaol'lea. sutom Baryana, part1cularl.7 

diatrict Ambala bas this character whereas veatem Barye.na 

is distinct in terms ot Mab concentration or female wrk 

force 1n pr.l.mary sector and few indWitr1al catesoriea 

belonama to tb18 .-ctor. 

The female vork force is larae]¥ concentrated in tbe 

pr:.Lma:ry sector (81+. 0 per cent). Secondary ancl terttarr 

aectort account tor 8.3; an4 1.6; per eent of the tenale 

work torea rea9ect1vely. Table 4.4 and i'Ja• 4.1ltf ho,.,...er, 

•bov tbat SO per cent diStricts have a Yerr blab concentra

tion of \tO.tUBn workera 1n the prillary sector. In the remain

in& di&tr1eta the pr1mary sector accounts tor a..o to 70 per 

eent or the total female workin& force. l1e•tem two d18tr1cts 

ot Bankura and Burdwan and northern hill¥ d1str1ets ot 

DarJeelins and Jalpai&uri •bow a very bJ.sh pro_portion ot 

female work force 1n the "r1aary sector. !be eu tem 
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dis tr.lcta 1n seneral have a low proJ)Ortion ef female 

work force 1n the primar;y aeotor (Fi&• 1+.2). The propor

tion 18 as low aa a..;.s; per cent 1n Munbidabad aDd lt0.76 

,per cent in. Bo\l:rah. 

!he proportion or 1\lmale work foroe in the 

••condary sector Y&ria between 1. 96 .-.r cent in Jal;paJauri 

to -.,3 ·per cent 1n Mursbidabad. Most ot tbe d1str1ctl (rDO:re 

than 80 per cent) show a bi&ber proportion ot temale wrk 

force 1n tm aecondarr sector · than the state ave rase (Table 

a.. S and .F1i•'+•1'+b). Tbe diatrictl haYitJ& a lower proportion 

of female work force 1n the prlmar:y eeetor abov a bfcblr 

~ .._ · proportion ot female workers 1rf secondary end tertiary 

eectol" (J?Ja. lt.J and 4.4). !he;e ue mostly l.ocatod 1n the 

ou tem part of the state. Bownb, 24-Paraanas and Jadla 

districts bave a very biab proportion ot female work fOJ'Oe 1n 

the tel'tii!U7 sector, excaedin& 23 ~'er cent. 

Jlovner, tbe sbare ot temale wol'k force 1n total 

work force or the different sectors 1s very low as that of 

PunJab end Baryana (fable 4. 7, 4.8 and 4.9) • 

... ... 1 bmik ,WQfkS£1 and MA£Ult!g!J, !lit l!m•a 

In tba region ea a whole the female aa r1eultural wage 

earnfJJts account for as mucb aa ;4-. 51 per cent of tbe total 

female workers vhareas the pe:rcentqe ebare of cultivator• 

1s 1lt. 93 per cent only. Except tor tbe districts of 



I 

(b) 

10 .to ~ o so 60 7 o 
Ofo of female agricultural tabourfl'rs 
to to~al tema1e workers. 

1 (c) 
sl 

(d) 

(a) Female cultivators 

I n , i ~ 1 h 
2~ H. I l 

~ ·i I i { . t I 
1
1o io ~ 4o so 'fo sb 90 1bo 
Ofoot iemale worl<ers in cgricu:tura~ 
activities to total female wori<e!"s. 

(b)Femafe agricultural labourers. 

(c) Proportion ot female agricultural laboure-rs to total female workers. 

in agricultural activities. 
(d) Female worxers in agricultural activities· 

Fig. 4 ·15 FemaEe workers in agriculture .. West 8engct. 



I 1a.1 I 

DarJeel.1rla and Coocb-Bebar tbe female ap1rultural l.abourera 

outnumber tam11y workers :1n au the dUtricta. Bowner, at 

dia tr1et leYel there 18 a lAra• variation in both these 

cateaories. Table ~.10 and P1&.~·15a aboW that aboYt 80 per 

cent diatriets 1n West Bengal have lest than 20 per cent of 

the female work r~rce emJ).loyed u familiY vorken 1n eaneul

ture. on the ot.ber ban4, a.o. 6 ~ r cent 41atr1cta han more 

tban 60 ~r cent ot remale work torce employOd as ht:retl 

wo~brs (qricultural. lAbourera) 1n flil1cu.lture (!able a.. 11 

and .V:Sj:. tt.15'b). i'i&· lt.6 and a..? show that barrlqJ a tev.J 

~~ d.1atr1cta bavins a tdsh !)roport1on or female work to.ce 

employed as fatnily workers 1nvar1abl7 show a lower proportion 

ot temalD waae earners 1D aancultu.-.. Jalpa1&ur1, lilunb1dabad 

and Bovrah districts have a low to very lov proportion ot both 

female esricultural veae earners and famllJ wo~ken. In 

Jalp&J&u.ri thia ia due to the tact tbat a Urse proportion of 
' 

the feJr.&llt work rorce (mote than 80 JiCI' cent) is enaage4 1ft 

Uvea tock, plantation, forea try etc., Whereas 1D the latter 

two cU.atncts the tJCl.Ployment of women 1n tbe J;r1mary seetOl" 

1taelt u .,..,., low. 

fb.e ntio ot temalo aaricultur&l vace earnora ...__, 

pe:r thousand or malo aaricultural waa• earners 1S very low 

ezce_pt three western dUtricta (Bankura, Midnapur, Purulia) 

whGre there are 300 to SOO tamale waae earnore par tbouaan! 

male wsae earner• (Tilble 1t.12). The prop)rtion ot females 
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worklrlg aa at~ricultunl waae earnei'G to tbe total female 

eUJplo,ed 1n qriculture 18 very high 1n the westem part 

ot too reaion (above 80 .;er eent> (Table 4.13 and F4• 

lt. 8 and 4.15c). 

west .sonsal abovs a lar,e dearee or variation 1n 

terms of temole emplof;ment in aar1eQltura1 activities 

(Tabla 4.1lt- s.n.d Fia• a..9 and lt.15dh In ODly two 4lstr1cts 

(Bankura and PuruUa) the proportion Of WOdD -workers 1n 

aarieultU't'Bl aot1v1t1ea is more than 90 per cent vherea in 

west Din&J,pur, Booahl;r, Birbllum and Midnapore the proportion 

raqes between 80 to 90 per cent. 

Two diatl'1cts in West Bengal, .ra~uri and :DarJeeUng 
...-:'\ 

ill the northern submo~tarw region bave a Yeey b1gb pro,110rtion 

or vomen vorkora employed S:n U.vestock
1
satber1!li 1 toreatr.v etc. 

(81.6 .P·~r cent itJ Jalpa.taur1 and 49 Jf'::>r cent 1n Dar~eelq) 

( Al;lpOndU S) • 

In most ot thO d1str1eta 1n West Bengal, the employment 

of' women workers 1n the household 1MustJ'1ee 1lJ biaber than 

non-bouaebold industries. At tbe state lavel household an4 

non•housebold industries employv · ~t.89 ,por cent and 2.1tJ.. per 

cent or au workina vO&en in rural West Baqal rospectively. 

Bovever, at 41atr1ct loval tho picture ebtulaea dramatlcall;r 

(Tables 4.1) and 4.161 F.tas. 1+.11• 1t.12, a..16a and l+.16b) ' ... 
&o third ot the diS triets bave ClbO'I• S par eont of the 
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tamale work toroe employed in the bou.sebol4 1ndustn••· 

On the other hand ono-tiftb ot the districts show acre than 

S ..-er eent female work toi'Ce in the non-bousehold 1rulwatr1es. 

Murshidabnd has the biiheat proportion of 1ta fec.ale vork 

toree employed in the household illd.uatries (39.62 per cent). 

Bowrab has 12. 9S por cent or wonwu1 workers employed 1n ncm

bou.aebold indus tries. AdJo1n1na diatf'icta of latUa, 

2lt-Po.rganaa alao shoW a relatively hi&b proportien ot employ

~tent ot women in non-muaehold industries. 

In the reston aa a whole, •other 1erv1cean account 

tor a meaare 6. OJ ,per cent of the total women vorkel"8• At 

district le'vel tb1S raqaes between .2.18 per eent 1ft Bankura 

to 28. 19 i-91" cent in Bowrab. In mo:;:; t of the dia trictl tbe: 

share of tamale workers in •other senices" u ,Ptreentaae to 

their total emploYf'Snt 1D tbe tertiary netiv1t1ea r8J'881 

between ?O ..-.er cent and 90 _per cent (fable lt-.18). Tabla ~t-.11 

shows that the other ae.rvieea cateaor.r account for lesa 

tban 20 lAr cent o£ the female workers in all the diatrJ.cts 

ezeapt one. But the share ia more tbliD 10 per cent 1n u 

mu.cb u 66.6 p$r eent di8tr1ota. BOW8Yer, in all the 

d1etr1cte t.be ratio of women \>orkers 1n sen1ces per thousand 

men workeru in services 18 Yery lev (i.e. leas than 1SO) 

(AppendS. 7·). 
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Bowrua h81J a very si&niticant proportion ot itt 

womon work tofOe enaaaed in trade and eo~rce. In aa 

many tlS It districts the ,.-omen•a employment 1n tbt. 

category rs,r..gea between J 118~' cent and; ~er cent. 

!hwe reaions are 41at1nct 1n tel"t19 ot 1n4ustr1al 

diB tribut1on ot temale work force. !he eastern d1str1eta 

su.rround.ma Calcutta have a J'.Jlat1ve]¥ diversified 41atr1• 

button ot remal.e workers ill industrial cate,oriea Vhereas 

in the wstorn ,part ot tta state a large concentration 1n 

agricultural act1vit1ea and bousebold illdustriea 1s clear. 

fhe two northern 41atr1cts of Jalpai&ur1 cmd DarJeelirls-
n 

from the third eluater with a 'fery llijb proport1.on ot the 
\.) 

women workers employed 1n l1•estock, forestry, plantation 

ete. Calcutta's ~oan cbaractor seems to nave 1ntluanced 

the 1ndustr1a.l distribution ot female t-<ork Ioree in its 

immediate binterland. 

At the aaareaate lnel tile aectoral distrlbutton ot 

female work .force abolk'8 ttat the employmant of female 

workers 1a bi,gbl.r concentrated ill tbe· .ttrimary sector (88. 11t 

,per cent), secondary an4 tertia.ry sectors accountirt& tor a 

meeare share ot tbe total women work foi'Ce (;.7? per cent 

and 6.09 J)Or cent reaJ.tectively). fbe variation at tba 

41atr1ct level. ia leas conspicuous 1n e011parieon to PunJab 

end llajoyana and Weat Ben&al. In a majority ot district. 
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the proportion of female work force 1n tbt pr1mar.y aector 

varies bet.veen ?o per cent and 90 per cent, 1D the 

aecorl4aJ7 sector it 18 under 20 P'~" cent and between o. 0 

to 10 per cent in tertiary sector (tabln 4.4, 4.5 and '-•61 

lias• 5~1?a, S.t7b and ;.17c). Viabakbapatnam (Ceutal 

Andhra)t Chittoo.r and Kumool (Rayelleema) and Me4ak 

('felengema) show an extreme]¥ bi&b concentration or llemtn 

workers in tm pr11Da17 sector (exceeding 90 per cent) 

(»'ia· lt.2). on:Qr two dUtricta, •1•' Kar1mnegar and 

Bitamabad sbov a. sli&btla' hi&her proportion of temala work 

force (more than S per cent) employed 1n the aecondar,y 

sector tria• 4.3). 

In contraa t to PurlJab and BU'Jan& and Kea t 8eQJ al 

the remales account for a aubstant1al. Jii'Oport1on ot tbe 

total work tox-ce 1n all tbe sectors. In u mucb as 81 per 

cent 41atr1cta tbe women's a bare 1n tbe primary sector u 

above 30 per cent (fable it.?). In a.condar;y aector tt. 

females t contribution venea between 10 per cent and. 30 

per cent il'l 90 per cent ot tlla d1atr1cts ('l'&ble 4.8). 

A.ltbouab the proportion ot women workers employed 1D the 

tertiary sector 1a low 1n Andbr& Pradeab, they constitute 

a ai&n1fieant proportion or the work force 1n tbe tort1817 

sector. !heir abare 1e ®l"e than 30 per cent in about 1S 

per cent of d1atr1ets and betveen 10 per cent and 30 _per 

cent in at many as 81 per cent or tbs districts ('lab:J.t 4.9). 
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Un111te P.m3ab end Buyena, and Weat Ben&al, none at the 

••cton ot economy is overvhelrn1nal7 male-dominated. 

At tba state lEntel the female a&ricultural wqe 

earners eccoLmt tor 66.22 per cent or the total te~ 

work rorce against a meeare 20.82 pa~ cent aa. unpaid 

rami]¥ workers. A larae ~roportion ot women wol'ke :rs are 

em,ployed u bired workers 1n && r1cultu.re. At dia trict 

level also tbo female O(il'icultt.tral labourers outnumber 

the • r~ workers • i.D. aU tbe districts. However, within 

each cataaoPJ, there 18 a lara• Yar1at1on at the district 

level.. The .PI'Oportion of tUiiJ.T workera 'f&r.lea be tween ;. S 

per cent in Krishna and 3S.1 per cent 1n 11aamaba4 (Table 

1t.10 and »"ici• lt.18a). folslti&n& shoWS a relat1'9ely btlber 

proportion o~ family workers (be tvaen 20 per cent 8114 40 

per cent). 1'vo coastal dtatncta J.Us., Vtsbakhapatnam 

(40.29 per cent) and SrUtakul.am (,32.18 p!r cent) u wll 

as the aoLlthern-xnost district x3.•, Cbittoor, ebov a 

re1at1veq bJaber proportion of .family workers 1n t !'» tote.l 

tamale lt'OJ'k .roree (FJ.g. lt. 6). 

OVer 60 per cent diatncta in th1s rea1on. bne an 

equal. pereentaae of vomon tt~orkors employed aa vqe r>aroera 

in aarici.U.tl.l!'e (f'&ble a..11 and .F1&.1h18b). Tbe proportion 
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or female _,:ncultu:ral vaae earners 1n the total employment ot 

women 1n earicultural act1'91t1ea is ••17 htih 1n Andbra Practeab. 

In &bout 18 per cent d1atr1cts the share is more t.ben 90 per 

cent (Table 4.13, Jttg .• -...s and 4.18c). Bowbere, the p:roport1on 

1a leas tnan ;o per eent. 

The pro~ort1on of female work force 1n qr1cultural. 

aotiYities ie alao utreaq bigb in l.D08t d the diatrs.cts 

(fable ;.1a. and .Fig. ~ 18d). About 90 per cent 418trt.ets have 

more tbnn 80 per cent women workers enaoaed in aaricultural 

activities. ii&• 1,..9 sbova that onlJ' :ln liaa.o:oabad and Baiaor.da 

dis trieta tbe proportion Of· women employed in 8&ftCultaral. 

activities is bet~een 10 i~Gl' cent and 8o per cent. 

'fbe bousehold industries employ a sreater pro,r.ort1on of 

tho women work force th8l'l ttse non-household industrtea in · 

An4bra Pr&desh (J. 7S ,r;er cent 1n the termer and 1.09 ,ter cent 

1l'l thO latter cateao1'".Y>• Tb.;J pattern remains unchanged at 

district lovel except Guntur wbere th& proportion or female 

workers emplo)'ed 1n oon-bousebold tndus tries is more than 

those employed. 1n household industries. At dietrtct Javel the 

proportion or women workers 11'1 household 1Ddus triea varies 

between 1 per eent end S per cent 1n all the districts e.eep t 

.Mabbubn84J&r (6.1lt 96J- cent), Karimnagar C1·09 per cent) and 

N1namaba4 (12·99 per cent) in tbe waatem part oC tbe reaion 

(Table lt.1S, l?ia• 1t..11 and lt.19a). 
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!be non-household aector employs leas than S t:er eent 

ot the women vorltars 1D all the 41stricts except &11Sawabad 

(6.67 per cent) (Table a.-16, iii• a..12 and lt.19b)'. NJ.Zamabld 

sbova a hisbtu• concentration of women workers 1n both t..b! 

kinds ot 1rdustr1al act1Yity. 

;. ,.J I!D&UI 

On~ lt.13 per cent ot the female work Ioree 11 

employed 1n the •aervicea" category at the state lnel.. At 

41atrict letol onl7 • cUatricts show a b!&her proportion ot 

tamale t:ork roree in aenicea cateaor.r (!fll)le »+•17, i'Sg. 

lt.19e) ranatns between ; ,per cent and 10 per cent. AU ot 

theso uo m the coastal. rea1ona East end West Godavari, 

Kriahna and Ountur (F!i• 4.13). 

Andhra Prad.esb does not show 8117 conspicuous ebat'lge 

1n the in4WJtr1al diatr1bution ot women work force at the 

41atr1et ls'9el.. The 41atJ'1bution at diatrJ.ct le'9el also 

suj.!ports the state leve~ ,pattern or a b1sb17 uneven distri

bution ot womon workers 1n irlduatrial cateaoriea. 'lbt 

wo!llen work torce bas been largely col'lCentrate4 in aaneul.
tural act.ivlties, particularly in the qrieultural labour 

a eo tor. 
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At the state Javel the female vork force 1a extnmely 

concentrated 1ft the ,pr.lmal7 sector. !be employment of te:rale 

workers 1n primary sector is 94.60 per cent whereaa tm 

aecon4ar,r and tertiar,r eectors account tor only 3.S6 and 1.8S 

per cent or the teule work tore• reapeot1Yely. 

there 18 not mucb Y&r:lation at tba district level. 

fbe pattem remains a.lmost unobqed (Tables 4.1f., lt.S, 4.6, 

f'ia•• a..a lt.J, a..lt). Table 4.7 sbowa that the share of wou:an 

work tone 1rl the primary work force is very bJ.ah. 'lbe share 

1a more than 40 per cent m tbree diltricta of Ratnqirl (S1 
I 

per cent), Bulclbana (40.98 ,per cent) and Bhan4ara Ca.2.80 per 

cent). Howver, tbe share or female wort tore• 1n the 

secondary and the tert1Q7 aeetora 1a mucb leaa tban 1n the 

primary sector (Tab lea a.. 8 and ~.t.. 9). 

I 

4.6.1 lwk.wm:ua !M Aancul~ur•l. WMt .. ,Etm•ra 

Famiq 110:rkera end qricllltur&l waae earnera aecotmt 

tor S6.06 and 38.0 per cent ot the female work fore• respect!• 

vely. !be female vo.rken are moat}¥ concentrated in these 

two eat;eao:riea, part1eularly aarietatural wqe earnen. 

fable a..1o and FJ.o.4.aota) ahow tbat a lal'&e val'iat10D exista 

in the pro!)Ortion or tam11y vorkere at tbl diatrict ls'fel. 

It ranges between 9.14 per cent 1D Aaaravat1 and 81.2lt. per 

I cent iD. Ratn&&1:r1. Fig. lt. 6 ahowa thnt f:; the veatem part 
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of Mabarashtra hu a hS&her proportion ot female womre 

emplorad aa tam1]¥ workera. 'lbe propo:rt1cm a radually 

reduc-ea to tho central part. 

on the otber baad, 40 per cent 41atr1eti in Mal'larubtra 

b&'fe more tban 70 per cent of the women work toree employed u 

llired lebol.lni'B 1n eartculture (!able 4.11 and F2i• lt. 20b). 

Fq. lt.1 allolfl tbat the proportion ot temale •orke rs e1Dploye4 

a aar:tcultural waae earners 1• eatre•Ju bisb 1D tbe eentral 

part or tbe ns1on and re4ucee tovuda tbe west vbe• tbe 

tam117 worker• are em,Ploya4 iD a reater pro~rtion. 

The •at1o ot female qriculturel VII• eamera ;er 1000 

male aarieultural waae eamera 18 -.ert hjab 1ft Mabaruhtra. 

In as many as 10 dUtriete (table ·lf..12) or Haharubtra the 

ratio o£ temsle asr1cu1tural. labourers per 1000 mala -.r1cul

tural labourers is more tben 900. In tact, in the diatrkta ot 

Ratnaatrt. !laa1k, W.J'dba, Heapur, Bbanttara and Cbandrapur 

·tM.~mv tbe tamale vaae earneJ"a 1n qncul.ture outnumber 

their oale counterpart.. 

Table a..131 l'i&• 1+.20(c) show that the female agrJ.c*ll• 

tural vaa• earners aeeoUDt tor o.er ?0 per eent ot tbe total 

employment of females in qriculture in about ;o per eent ot 

dia tl'1eta. Pia• 4. 8 show~ the t the ,Pro,portton J..ncnuea from 
t 

wea tern part ot tbe reaion to tbe central and eu tem p3rt. 

AU the dis.tr1cta of M.abarubtra abov an extremel7 

bisb proportion of female work toree em»loyed 1n aarteultural 
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aet1-vit1ea (!able 4..14). The share 18 &Df.)l'e tban 90 per 

cent 1n all tbe districts. 

At the eaarasate level, the household iftdustrSea 

employ only 2. 31 per cent ot the total female workel'l 

whereas the non-household industries em.plo,y onlJ o.63 per 

cent o£ all women workers • 

.At the 41atnct leVel, Table lt-1S ebowa tbat except 

the 41str1ct Bbanclara, tbe rema1nJ.na 4latr1eta of KahaJ'88btra 

employ lese tban S ~r cent of women \iiO:kers in bouaebol4 

1n4uatr1es. In the non•bouaOhold irl4Uitr1ee onl.7 .._ districts. 

namely, runa, Abma4na&ar, Baapur an4 Bbandara bave a slJ.abtly 

biiher pro~rtion ot temalo employment rana1na between 1 per 

cent end S »er cent. 

a.. 6. J llnt&ta 

ll&baresbtra has a meaare 1. 30 per cent of tte female 

vork force eJnployecl in other sen1cee. All the d.1atriets 

show an extreme)T 1ov .PJ'Oportion of temallt work ro:rce 

emplo1fJct ir1 aerv1cest fbe percentaae ahare is less thaD 

S in all the dist:rictl (fable lt. 1?). Bowner, irl the 

tert1&17 sector tbe female work torce 1a lar,;ely eoncontratect 

in otbor aen1cea cateao17 (!able lt.18). 



1.'be 1Cduatr1al distribution or female workers lrl 

Mabaraahtra abowa a ~e variation at the district lft'el. 

However, "en at the 41atr1ct level tlw female worken 

are concentrated in catesoriea aueb u ellltivators or asrt
cultu:ral l80ourera. fte dearee ot aucb concentration 11 the 

b1&hest 1n l18barasbtra sbOV!Da extreme depend.ence ·ot vomn 

workers on aarieultural opportunities. In 1n4ustr1ee and 

aei'Vicea tbeu proportion 11 neal111ble. 

It 1s important to note the.t irl Pun3ab and Baryana, 

al.tboush tbt women account tor a r::aeare share ot the work 

torca, the female workers are fair]¥ wu represented in 

41tteront sectors of tbe eeonom.r u well u in different 

J.Dtlustr1al catesories. ibis 18 4us perbapa to tbe reason 

that the women have mostliv vi tbd:ra'Wn rrom primary sector 

(pal'tlcLllarlF trom asr1culture) thereby reaultina 1ft a 

4epresa1on in tbe worker-rate of temalea. However, tb1e .v 
phenomenon baa 1mprol'ed the relative importance or otber 

categories or there crd.iht ba:ve been nctual abltt to otbeJ" 

sectore because ot raatr1cte4 opportunities 1n the aan
eultural sector. The situation 1n west Ben&al, part1eularl.1 

in the eutem part 1a mon Ot' laaa aild.lal'; 'but to a 

leaaer extent. In An4bra Pra4eah and Mlbarubtra qrteulture 

aeems to be the onq important opportunlty ot work tor 

women. 
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lt. 7 IIDUS!RIAL CA!EGOBIES .AND F&.HALB \t.'ORlt PABTICIPATIOB 

fables a..19, a..ao, 4.21 and 1t.22 present correlAtions 

between part1ciJ)at1on rates and different iDdUitrial catqo

.r1es. It is olaar that except M&baraabtra the relatioft 

betveetl tam117 workers anc1 participation ntea are positive. 

It u neaat1ye 1n. case o£ Heharaabtra. !be po1itiw 

correlat1on is bisb and a1&n1ticant :In the ease of Ptmjlb 

end Baryana (2a • 9S7) JDOCterate 1ft the cue of Ant!bra Pndesb 

(r • .ssa.> and veak tn the case ot wat Benaal (r • .216). 

Dle neaativo aasoc1ation 1n Jtabarabtra betwen worker-rate 

ot women and emplo.rmont as family workers 18 al.8o weak 

(r a -.1BS>· !be relation between worker-rate of females 

and tbe1r emplo,Yment u agricultural vaae earners u p011t1ve 

ill Pua~ab and Baryana. and Mabaruhtra and neaative 1l'l 'Welt 

Beqal and Andhra Pradeah. 

The worker-rate ot temales ia neaat1vely usoci&ted 

w1 th empl.o)'llent of women in 1Ddua tr1ea1 both bo~obold 

industries and cnanfltaetu.rJ.Ili 1D .PunJab an4 Baryana alld west 

Beqal Whereu rEJYene 1s tbe cue in Andhr& Pradeah end 

.Maharuhtra. In all the four reaiona the CJ'&lde part1e1pat1on 

of women 1D work 1a neaat2:tely associated with tbU.r 

emplo7118Jlt m Trade and COQQeree and •other Services•. tn 

cue of aervicea the neaat1Ye usoc1at1cn 11 Yery a trong 

amS as.anutcant in all reaions ezeept West Benaal. 
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1'bus vt tb an 1Dcreaae or vorkera 1n temale population 

the proportion of vomen vorkera emplo1ed 1D trade • transport 

and services 4ecroaeee in all the tour ret ions. on tbe otlle r 

band vi th the incroaae or workers 1n the re.c:ale population 

the omplo1JDOnt of women u aar1eultural wae eamen incre•••• 

in PunJab and Hanana and Mabanabtn and 1a accompanied by 

a decreaae in west Bel'J&al and An<! bra Prada a b. !be 1Dereue 

1D female workers 1a associated w1tb an 1ncreue 1n tbe 

tam1]¥ workers J.a all the •tates except Mabaraabtra. W1tb 

1Doreue in the proportion ot workers amana women, tbe 

proportion ot women employed 1n 1Ddu.triee 1Dcreuea 1D Pun~ab 

and Baryena and wea t .BeD&al, whereas 1D .Andbra Pradesh en4 

Maharuhtn 1 t tenda to 4ecreue. 

ID or4er to un4erstand. tbe politiYe relat1onsblp 

between total female employment and their employmant u ear1-

culturalvase earners, it 1a important to note that, tbe tlOil• 

participation 1n work is usooiated with a bilb sOCial etatus. 

As ·a reault, tboae women vbo aot1.1al1T participate iD work do 

ao 1r1 a relatively non-competitive em~nt~ J&a1rl tb18 

type ot employmeDt 1B an 84<11 t1ona1 89enue of work tor moat 

unaldlle4 women voJ"ken. Probably due to tbea• reuon~, the 

tncreue in a&r1cultura1 vea• eamers 1a marked by an 1ncreaae 

111 tbe P"O»>l"'tion or workers emcma woman 1r1 PunJab 8D1 

Ba17ana. Bove"fer, the corJ~elat1on co-etf'ioient 1n Maharuhtra 

6. Etter Boserup (19?0) 1 gp.cita. p.?2. 
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' u not stanitieant, but 1n .tndbra P.racleab and Weet .senaat., 
the 11tuat1on aeema revene. fbts ia turtber corroborated 

bt the tact that increase Ja &&rieultural vaa• earners 1a 

not aecom,Panf.ed bT a mcreue 1ft ta.tly vorken 1D all tb8 

atatea except PunJab and Baryana. fbt values ot eo-ettieient 

ot c.ornl&Uon are •• lt.06, ..:..9WJ and ... 9aat 1D West Benaal, 

Andbra Predeab and Habaraahtn., •antna thereby, 1ncreue 1n 

oll8 oateaory is aaaoc1ate4 with a ., • .,..¥ aisniticant decline 

ill tbe other eatecory. ln PunJab and B1.17ana the te•:&. 

workers 111 the total work force 1.8 extremely low and tbus 

increase 1rl earicultural ••• eamen 11 aceompan1ed w1 tb an 

lncreaae 1n tbe total work part1o1~>&t1on of women. BOWYer, 

tbeee two eateaoriea beloqJ to two ditterent 1oc tal 1tatU1ee. 

While the former is moatl3 dominated by leae pN1'11eged 

olasa females, tbe latter cateaory ia aenerally do.m1nate4 

by more pr1v11qecl elaa• WOfi&D• 

In order to ~ratan4 the atrona neantive relet1on

abip between tbe proportion of women vone.ra 111 the total. 

women population and the employment of women 1D the categoey 

deaianated u 'other aenieea•, it 1a 1riJ)Ortant to note tbat 

the latter eateaory Js aeneral.l7 .. aoCiated. v1 th tdaber 

atatua. flit emploJIIleDt 1n tbeae serv1e• needa b~r 

educatio..'l1 skill and professional tra~. fhua en 1Dcnue 

m· tbla cate,:ory 18 uaoc1ated vi th a aS,nU'ieant decline 1n 

the propol'tlon of vorkeN in the total :female population. 
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!here 18 a neaat1Ye relationship between proportion ot tamale 

workers a qr1cultural vaa• eaftlen and tl1eir proportion 1n 

the "otber •enicea" 1n Pun~ab and Bar,ana, Weat Ben&al at'l4 

Kabaruhtra. fbia is perbaps due to tl8 tact. that tb8 'other 

••"1cea• cateaor.v also ineludea unak1Ued and illiterate 

workers aucb u domeatie aervanu. b presence of aucb 

aenlcee 1rl the tert1U7 aactor brtnsa away tbose worker~ who 

would otnervile have been forced to ~om· waa• eam!Jw aector.? 

Boweyer, a eontrasUn& a1tuat1on il obae"ed 1rl Alldhra Pradeab, 

wbere these cateaoriea are poa1.t1Ye~ usociated. this may 

hue bea due to the natun of aefticea uailable 1r1 tM 

aen1ce sector 1n tb1s naion. ProbablJ' most ot tt. W~Bft 

vorkers in the ael"11ee sector Jolrl wblte collar tfoba, vitbout 

oompetirla wtth tbose ~oir11q& u aartct.lltural labourers. 

q far 81 the hired labour in a&d.eultW'e and iDdUI triea 

ue eoneerned there ax1eta a 114tl&t1•e rel&t1onab1p in all tbe 

tour te&lODS• This 11\d:toates that, with tlle increase 1n tbe 

hind labour tor industries, tbere ie a decnue of biNd 

female vorken 1D aar1culture. !be temale '-'Ork participation 

aeema competittv• in these tvo cate&orlea. The correlation 

betvoen the female empJ.oyment 1n tba non-housebolct 1nduetr1ea 

and bouaehold industnea 18 nqat1•• 1n all tbe states 

1nd1cat1Qs tnat W1tb an increue ot the female work force 1n 

the manutacturin6 sector, there 1a a prqareas1•• decllne 1ft 

1. waae eamirla o&teJ.OJ'T 11 tbe 11011 t el.Utie 1D 1 ta demand 
£or laboQr.; 
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tbe temnle work terce 1D the oottaa• industr1••• Bousebo~ 

1n4utnea or the cottaae !ncJustn• are tra41Uonall3 

ass oo1ated with te.malea. fbwa incnue m tbis sector 

n4uees the female participation in earieultural labour· i'be 

neaatiYe relattonahS.p betwen tbaae oateaoriea 1D aU t1w 

~eaions may be esplairled 1D the abate l.ine. 

Ill Pun~ab and Bu7ana tbe vorkes-rate of femalea bU 

a '9GJ7 Stft)DI ,POS1t1Ye relattonsbip (r .0.9S1) with &Qlo1J,Dent 

ot wo•n ea tamil, workers 1n aar1cu.ltuft. While t10rkin& tor 

a waae 18 couidered to be ~lower status Qlt, workln& on ovn 

£1elda :18 cou1dered to be associated Vitb bi&b status. Tbua 

a amaU increue 1n tbe proportion ot flllily workers resulta 

iD· 8 biG .1Dcreaae 1n tte total ,part1c1pat1on ntea. on tbe 

otbe~ band, the work participation ot women 1s ne1atinl)'" 

associated w1tb all. otter 1D4uetJt1al eateaor1• (except m1D1na 

ud. q1.18.J'J71ft&) 1a tbia naicm. Particularly 1n industries and 

aenicea (r • •• 662, -.~, ... 810 tor llouaehold ladustries, 

Don·ho~eb014 1n4uatr1u u4 aeft'icea rea~ot1••17)• 

In West BeQ&al tbe l!rOrker-rata ot female• is posit1<Vely 

asaoc1ated v1tb livestock, rorestr;r, tiabtna, bunt1n& etc. 1 

eons tru.ot1on and tam111' labour 1n qrieultu.n and neaatt-.ely 
usociatect with em,plQ12HDt Sn non•household industrte1, 

aarlcult~ labour (botb ot wbich an overwbelminJlJ' b1red 

in nature) trade, oo.mme:ree and aerw1ca. 
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lrl Alldhra Pradeab, the female work part1c1paUon u 
positively correle.ted with tbe proportion ot women worklra 

u tamil.r labouren 1r1 apo1eulture and household irl4ustr.1ea 

· (both relate to \non-vaae earnirJ& aelt empl0J118nt and are 

aasociate4 w1tb hi&hor status) and is swaat1Ye]3 usoc1ate4 

with the1J' proportion 1n earicultural labov and t other 

aerttcea•. 

Eleept sen1cea w1tb vbiel'l temale •plo;vment u 
bigbq maat1vely correlated, no otmr category abow &nJ' 

aieniticant l'elat1onsb1p w1 tb tbe total female emploJ'Illnt ill 

Maharalbtn. BoweYer, o.nl7 the empl.07amt or women :ln the 

houael'lol4 sector hu a poaitive relaU.cmhip vttb total female 

emploJ1%18nt .1D Mabarubtra. 

lt. 8 COBCLUDDfG STATBMSS! 

1'he above study of 1Dciua trial distribution of VOI*l 

workers le84a to tbe follo1d.ns broad conclWiionsa 

a) ID areu ot low female .()&rt1cit:J&tion in work 

t.be dis t.r1but1on ot women workers in cUf terent 

industrial cateaor1ea 18 more di'Yene than 1ft 

areu ot bJ.ab female part1d.pat1on in India. 

b) qric11ltura1 labour aeem~ to be the mo~t 

important induatrial eateaoJ7 1rl which most of 

the wo•n vo:run are ccneentrate4 1D aU the 

reaions. 
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c) Althousb 1n PunJab aDd. B&17ana, and West 

Benaal a bicher proportion of women worken are 

employed 1a nm-qr1eulture1 act1<t1ttea tban 

Andbr& PradHb and Maharuhtra, the actual ab&re 

or. temale work toree 1ft the total non-aal'ieultttral 

Work force 1a bliher 1t'l the latter two rea1on. 

tb8Jl :1n the tormar. 

4) !be female participation rate 11 positi"Yel)" 

assoc1atecl vitb non-waae eunq 1nduttr1al 

eateao:r1ea, aucb u oult1vat1Jli and bousehold 

1nduat•1•1 and neaati'fel.T ueociated with veae 

eamtna cateaoJ7, aucb u aarieultural labour. 

e) :remale participation is allo necati'fely 

asaooiate4 with the employment ot vomen :1n 

ee"ieee. 



C")a!g~tt:.I 

QPAfl;Ak VARIUIO~ W .f.R1ALi Ulliit.rutiOR IN ;GONQHlC 

llCtJ.!J!I - .fi AJDf:if% AZ .EIELAM%101! 

fbe task of esplA1nin6 variations in temelo participa

tion in eeonomio aetivity is belet vith a number of ditticul-

11 ea. First ot all, economic motives are not the onq 

determird.rta factors 1n female o:.aployment. Socio-cultural 

and demosra1-bie taetors do play •1&n1ticant role in deter

minina Wile thOr a voman works or not. Unlike male ,part1e1pa

t1on, female pa.rt1cipst1on 1n work is intluonead by social 

norr:n, taboos1 prevalent valt.te ayatem, customs :m4 social 

practices which play a very crucial rola. Moreover, the 

nature end role ot social valt.les, customs P.nd norms very over 

s~ace cmd are d1ft1cult to quantity. WOJZen' • biological end 

reproductive respona1b1lit1ea are also mueb more than those 

of males. All theae maka tho task at explanation of female 

partieiJ,.ation 1n ~ork more d1t ticult end complex than it 1s 

a~parent. Viewed thus, the female J..•rt1cipat1oll 1n work 1a 

a "reflection of a mult1•dimens1ona1 tnterect1on of social 

attitudes, the 1nst1tut1on~l inf~aatrueture and the traditional 

norms reae.rd1ng remales, an4 theae "f&l7 tremendously in soe1o

eeonom1ca.lly and cultural]¥ different na1ons •. " 1 To a1n&le 
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out ·eny factor and Gd£..1fle its im,paet on te::1ale partieip&-1' 

tion would be a bi&hly incoii.lple te ezetciae. However, tor 

tbo sake of convenience on]3, taetora haVe been aeen 

1nde.vendently as well as components 1n en overall interectin& 

ayateg. 

S'• 2 CBOICE OF INDICATOUS 

Jta:r attempt at cboosin& var11!bles vbicb are llkoly to 

exert int.luenc:e on .tem9le employment cannot i&nore the 

oond1t1()r-.a and structure ot the econor.c;r, the aooto-cllltural 

1ntluon~ and demoaraGbic cbaracterietica. second~ the 

teme.le SJ&rt1c1pot1on 1n economic activity cannot also be 

anal78&d 1ndeJ.iendent or oale part1c1.Pat1on. _ The cho1ce of 

variables haa also to be looked vitbin the broader t1"81118'WO,.k 

of actual. availab1Uty/non-avail&b111ty of economic opportun1· 

tiea tor women. !he tollowina indicators ha-ve been cboaen 

which are Ukely to exert influence on female jlart1eipat1on 

11'1 econom1c activity. 

1) Percentaae ot SI'OVth ot llriculturnl output (X1) 

11) Land-men ratio (persons per hectare of gross 

cropped area) (X2 ) 

W) CropJ,>ing intensity (Xl) 

iv) Concentration of landholdtna (Xlt} {G1n1 

co-etf1e1ent) 
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v) Mean size of boldin& (.X') 

v1) Percenteae or 1rr1sated area to tbe not cropped · 

area <x6> 

vii) Intensity of cult1lfat1cn (~) 

v111) .Percentaae or male workers 1n non-qricultural 

eet1v1t1es to total male 'WOrkers <x8> 

1z) Pereentage of wrkera in ~>J'imar.v sector (~) 

x) Pereentaae of vorkers 1n secondary sector <x10> 

xi) Pereentqe of torkera 1n tertiary sector CX11 ) 

s.2.2 amqaa.Pla&c ln41c•tstr• 

1) Sex-ratio <X12> 
11) Forcentaae ot urban poj)ulation to total population 

(X13) 

:111) Number or children below S ;veara qe sroup pe:r 

tbouaand vomen in the reproductive qe &roup 

(15-t.,9) (lt1a,.) 

1v) Fercentaae srovtb or population (dur1na 1961·11) 

<:t.,s> 

1) Pereentage or Uterate te~lea to total temalea 

(X16} 

11) Pereentea• or married women in the total \.'Omen 

population (x17> 
111) .Pere•ntace ot widowed and separated women 1n the 

>J 

total women po,Pulation <X1a> 
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1v) Pereentqe ot acheduled caste females to total 

females (x19> 
v) Percentaae ot scheduled tribe temales to total 

tec;aiee cx20). 

Tbe economic val'1nblel wh1Cb bne been chosen mot tly 

refot' to the asrieultural con41t1ons. The retion!"le of 

choosing such variables 18 rooted 1n the nature ot rural 

econozv. Ill India, aa Baddy obaervea, tr•••• •• inter-resional 

variations 1n .fe,Q!18le acti-vity rat• are firmly rooted 1n 

41ttereneea 1n asricultural tactors. Any adequate explanation 

of tne differences in the female ~articlpation should be '91eved 

from the root cause ot tna J)rOblem ••••• .,2 

•ricultural arowth of outpu.t (X1) ia a PJI0%1 tor an 

1nerea.se 1n tbo eamin& level tor ;eaaant taw111&s. S1neo 

'ti'O~en are onl,y secorulary bread-wtnnera, a aeneral rise ill the 

aar1cultural output may 41•couraae tbem to J;&rt1c1pate in 

economic activity. Lan.d-man ratio CX2 ) indicates the 

a't.a11ab111ty or potential work force per unit of cultivated 

land. Tb1s indicator would help understandin& tne extent ot 

tamale ~1e1pat1on in tne taee ot a eompet1t1on with the 

male ~articipat1on. Mean aiu ot llo141,_ (X;) and level of 

cropp1n& 1ntens1ty (X3), 1n aenaral, determine the demand tor 

labour, vbereu concentration ot landhol41na (X,.) encr level 

2. D. Harasimba RedcSy ( 1915), QP• Q&ts,, ,p. 90lt• 



• 168 •. 

ot croppini intensity (X3), 1n general, deterznine tbe duand 

tol' labour wbareas concentration of landboldina (X4> may 

exert 1ntluonee em 'WOQGD whether they work u tam11J woJ"kere 

or do they vork: tor wnaea. Intensity or eulti•ation or 

modemiaation ot aar1eu.lti.U"$ <x1>, level of 1rr1&at1on (X6 ) 

are supposed to influence the overall labour requirements and 

are often ers u.ed to cnk.G {l£r1cu.ltural aet1•1 ties aa ~redom1n· 

antll calo doc1nated. IUgner jiereenteae or male work toree 

1n non-aarlc\olltural activities (Xa) m81 actually transfer a 

part ot ·field rea}lonsib1l1ty to women, thereby inereasin& 

tbeir partleipetion. 

fbe structure or economy, 111 terms o£ its work toree 

1n dJ.fterent soeton, i.e., primary <X,> aeeom!ary <xto> end 

terUarr (X11 ), 4ett:trm1nee tho level or temnle empl.oymlnt 111 

either mak1n,a available/non-available •suitable Jobs' to 

women. 

In the demosrapbic sphere, ses ratio <x12> bas been 

chosen as an important va.r1atl le attectins tbe Sllpp]1 ot temale 

workers in the atven reaion. The 1nt11eator, ny also erp1'l1n, 

the avaUabiU ty or non-availabill ty or a aubatan tial male 

work torce tor work. The lavel or urbanisation cx,l> u 
im,portent 1n determining bov it bal att'ected the work opport1.1• 

nit1es t'or •or:en 1n the rural areas by prod\1c1ns aood1 and 

eommo41 ties in oraan1se4 indus tries an4 vi tb 1ncreesina 

com»lex1ty or markets and ~rod~ction tecbniquea. The burden 
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ot reproduction (X1;> and reuing I'Pil"ons1b111ties or wo•n 

(X1~t> 1ntertere with women's vorkin& outside and their 

importance ns variables a.. fect1n& voman• a employability 18 

undeniable. 

In the 80C1o-oultural. 8)1here, level of literacy (X16) 

among the females is ot crucial a1&n1t1cence u it attects 
I 

tbe nnture o£ work the liQa.en would varticipate, a1ven tlla 

'"" social norms and tabooe. narital at.,tus ottan comple tb8 ' v 
women to either ent.or the labour force or to wt thdrmt trom 

it. Two indictlton thus belona to marital st!!.tus ot wome. 

Tbaae are, pareentoae of married women 1n the total women · 

po,P\llat1on <x11> and ;A'J.'Ctmtqe ot vidoved, divorced am 
separated women (x18>. The lii'O_yortion of scbeduled cuteu 

<x19> end acbec1uled tribea (X20 ) tuaonS women represent both 

socially end. eeonomicall¥ depriYed seetions an1 thereby 

atteoting tbe general lsvel of temrle emplo7ment in any given 

rea ion. 

All these varieblee are auppo•ed to cause ._ar1.et1on 

in the ten:ale work part1c1iJ8t1on. Bqwner, 1t would b9 

unwise to see ~heir .role in a t1sed fashion. 'the interaction 

between tneee variables 1n tba broader context or rea1onal 

oultures bas to be empbaa1eo4 in ezplain1n.s te:male vork 

part1c1pnt1on. 
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;.J ·ROLE OF ECOll~IC VARIADL!::S 

1'tle b)"potbeais that 1n rural areas, a higher illcome, 

(primariJT tbrouab agricultural ou.t,put) would. restrict 

lromen• s ,participation in gainful employn:ent boldo true tor 

.PunJab Md aaryana and llndhrn Pradesh on1.Y1 but the relation

ahi.P eeen:s indetormino.te 1n the case or \\'eat Bengal aDd doel 

not bold aood in the cue of I~aharasbtra. A strong negat19e 

1'8lat1onsb1p es1sta between arowth or qricllltural output nnd 

women's participation to economic activit, in Pun~ab and 

B&f78Jl&, (r m -0. 716) cn4 .Andbra Pradesh (r • •0• 586}. !he 

positive rolat1onsb1J~ 1s moderate in case of I-1aharuhtra 

(r a. 0.1,48) but ina1gn1tieant 1n West Bengal (r • 0.]2?}. 

The rosults indicate that at vary low level ol productivity 

an increase 1n a.gr1cultural Ollt;;,ut does not necessarily 

restrict vomen•a ~art1ei9~t1on in economic activity. fn case 

ot West Benaal, it is important to note tbat, the districts 

marked by bigber modern1aat1an of aariculture 1n terms Of 

mechan18at1on and modem inputs are not tbose vbicb show a 

bieber arovtb or qricultural output (fable 5· 3, Appendix 8). 

t'b1a ma1 explain tbe positive relationshiiJ ez11tq between 

asr1culturalsrowtb ot output anr. th9 remnle part1c1petion 

1n work. The s rovtb ot aartcultural olltpu.t hss not been a 

function ot bisber mechsniaatton or 1rr1gat1on, thoreby not 

render1ng the .tem"le labour les1 uaef"l.. 
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ml.! - 2sl(!l 
Correlations Between Female Part1c1~t1on natea and the 

-. F 1 .. lSRls-.tsu Var,fll:W 

cgrml!Msn .cR!rt~c11nb 

BSpiitiator.y 1 'iunJifi' 'ina • · wist 'aenaai liiailra Mifiiriahtr& 
!!£1nb;Les •• , Bar.zl!!a fl:!d&lb • 

x, ··716••• 0.321 -.;86•• o.a.a.a• 
~ -.12? -.32S -.262 o.oo6 
X 3 -·233 il0 ... 17 -.sa.3•• -.281. 

~ -.oao o.09S -.o;s •• 063 

X; 0.1+71 o.J99 0.563•,.. o.13S 

~ -·510• o.1;t. ••'567¢1• -.~ 

X, -.431. -.421 -~308 -.288 

xa -.023 0.201 0.311 -.2;0 

lt9 0.107 0.2;6 -.423 0.2.30 

~0 .... 21S -.218 0.430 -.lt-18 

x,, -.027 0.014 0.1$6 -.097 

x,a 0.307 -·069 0.156 0.081 

x,J -.~lt6· -·'+02 0.133 0.199 . 

X1a. 0.768••• -·532• 0.438• •• 1?1 

~5 o.;91•• -.38lt o.lt-64• -.1it2 

x16 -.661•• -·23!i -•663$• 0.391 

x,7 0.769••• -.362 0.321 -.lt29• 

x,a -.014 0.192 -·~· 0.111 

X.9 .... 6?6•• -.016 0.272 .... 690••• 

x20 - 0.67041• -·329 0.123 

0 P <( aOS 
••P <. .01 •••P<.001 
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~O::!lfi£1en~ .Pt ,C:QU!Ht12~ 
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I P V T L II 

Pun~ab & ~est Andhrn ~~araahtra 

n•um• .. i;naal fnd••h 
1) Fami}¥ \iOrkore in agr1-

eulture ~s. concentra
tion of landholdin; 

11) Female ogricultural 
vaae earners vs. 
concentration of l.a.r'ttS
boldSn.e 

111) Proportion ot temo.le 
workers 1n tertiary 
activities vo. »ro~t1on 
oi' urbon population 

-.ot.3 -.1+60 

-.281 

iv) Feaala part1c11sa.tion 
rate vs. pro_por-tion ot 
literate tomales witb 
low lovolol literacy 

o.~t89• -.312 

v) Female parti.cipat1on rate -.ltJJ o.J2s 
vs. pro~ort1on or lite-
rate females with medium 
level ot lite :racy 

vi) Fee1nle psrt1cipat1on rate •• 288 -.sos 
~•· pro_portion of literate 
females with high level of 
litoracy 

Vii) Proportion of te~ale o. ?ltJf.••• 0.42; 
workers in tertiary 
act1vit1ea vs. proportion 
or literate tomales 

v111) ProportioD ot scbeduled .... ;30• 
caste t'emolGa vs. ,propor-
tion or temnle workers 
agriclllturaJ. vaaa earners 

ix) Pro,S~ortion ot acbeduht4 -
tribe temnles vs. propor-
tion 01 fem&l.e 1iOrkera 88 
egr1caltural waae earners 

-.100 

-.220 

.... 202 

0.142 

•• ;01 

o.lt9lt• 

0.203 

o.M 

.... 1_8? 

•••P <..001 

0.228 

0.1?6 

-.175 

-.os; 

-.083 

0.148 

0.832 
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s.3.2 L!nd·man B!,&s 
EI:Cept West Dengel, the lan4-ma.n ratio does not lhow 

s1anit1cant relationsbi); with temala J.•rt1c1J;i&tton in any of 

the reaions uncter consideration. The correlation eoaft1c1ent 

1tJ -.32; 1n the ease or Weat aenaal and is the weakeat lD the 

cue of Msharaahtra (!able ;.1a). Biflber pre:ssure or po;ula

tion on tbe cultivated land u.eans a J.araer au;>ply of labour. 

In the tace of larce male unemplorment, the fem~los era Ukely 

to be squeeaui out of tha labour force. However, the neaat1ve 

relat.1onah11J 18 not borne o~t 1n Mabaraabtra probablr due to 

tho low leVel or developmnt in qrieulture. 

Asricultt.tral development and mo4emisat1on in terms 

or bettv irrigation, biiber cro~vin&: 1ntens1tr and mecbaniaa

tion grndualla' pu.sb lr>omen out ot qricultural pursuits Vbich 

then beeomo overwhe~l1 male-dom1Dato4. W1th maebanient1on, 

tbe o.lrea41 shrink~ "w0118n's work" such as tranaplantiJli, 

we edina and. hanea t1nti aet .rurtber abr1nked. Outside agri

culture wot:.en have JJJ:d.ted acope tor work. As a result vomen 

Yithdraw from agricultural activities and are relegated to 

household chores, not to b8 enumerated u &&1nfull1' employed 

at all. Their -"art1c1pst1on 1n economic activity th .. 

beeomaa e:xtret:le]¥ ocouional.. 
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-o. -o.lt72 o.?a.a. o.s10 -0.660 t.oo 
x18 -0.011t 0.33 o.oo; 0.2?1 0.283 -o.lt71 -0. .. 33- 0.011 0.506 -O.S1? 0.326 o.;CJlt. 

o.;1o -o.238 0.281 -o.lt7S 0.2So -0.18i 1.00 
:r19 -0.6~ O.lt?lt 0.227 o.t9S o.o;o -o.32 o.lt9S 0.372 0.131 -o.199 0.326 0.098 

-o.o o.69f. -0.726 -o.S69 0.617 -o.S82 0.192 1.00 

r 1 • Dependent Variable (FeDle ParttctpatiOD rates) 
X1; ~ ••••• x19 t ~pendent Vari~lss. 
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Jabl.e - 5.J 

Vea t. Ban&al 
Hlttk q.( CQU!l!W!& 



1.00 
-0.143 
-o.2a.3 

0.261 
0.109 

-0.059 
-o.40lt 
-O.lt29 

.1.00 
O.S71 

-0.28? 
-o.ot.s 
-0 • .,9 

0.$24 
0.381 

1.00 
-o.o~ 
-o.2t.B 
0.266 
0.)23 
o.o;3 

1.00 
-0.223 
0.2lt-3 
0.180 
0.061 

0.218 

1.00 
-0.950 
-0.686 
-0.308 

1.00 
0.656 
0.283 

-o.ollt- -o.on 

1·00 
o.~t-78 

0.195 

•• 
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zara~e - is~ 

ma~E~~UB 

r1 1.00 x, o.¥.a 1.00 

~ 0.006 0.391 1.00 
-o.aa. -o.lt-98 -o.$01 ,.oo 

~ -0.06)_ 0.~02 o.?lt9 -0.385 1.00 
0.13S -o •. 5'0 -0.613 0.161 -0.8S1 1.00 

!1 -o·= o.oo2 -0.139 o.lt67 0.1'1? -o.a.o6 1.00 

~ 
-o. 0.282 o.t~t; -0.096 0.219 -o.;3o o.;o1 1.00 
-0.2;0 0.151 o.go -0.221 0.557 -0.390 0.3'+6 o.oa.2 1.00 

x9 0.230 -0.166 -o. 8 o.Jo8 -0.637 o.~o6 -o.o?S -0.01+1 -o.628 1.00 
x,o -0.418 0.161 o.~ -0.323 o.;66 -o. 96 0.326 0.)82 o.S62 -o.?»+l 1.00 
x11 -o.w, 0.167 0. 1 -0.2Aa! 0.,.,9 -O.lt.69 -o.02lt -0.101. 0.581 -0.9?1 o.S93 1.00 
x,2 o. 1 o.lt-37 o.J214. -o.o o., 2 -O.lt-09 -O.O!S -0.053 0.233 -0.011 -0.002 0.019 

1.00 
x13 0.199 0.0?2 o • .,., -0.276 0.111 -o.1tlt 0.033 0.108 0.411 -0.369 0.269 0.361 

-o.l»t8 1.00 
. x, .. -0.1?1 -o.o-.1 -0•198 -0.148 -0.368 0.233 0.010 0.514 -o.266 o.ts; 0.083 -0.230 

-0.632 0.108 1.00 
x1; -o.t\2 -o.1;a. -0.260 -0.001 -O.a.t.1 0.381t 0.069 -0.023 -0.200 -o.OJ.? 0.083 o.o38 

. -o.723 0.001 0.661 1.00 
0.1$8 116 0.391 0.)10 o.299 -o.J~ 0.4-90 -0.416 0.009 0.078 (\. 209 -0.170 0.2)7 

0.331 0.2~3 -o.a.~- -o.s 1.00 
x,7 -O.It29 .. o.; 6 -o.a. o.~ -o.$22 o.J?S 0.189 .... o.1os -0.218 0.130 -0.13$ -o.136 

-o.a.?S -0.116 0.281 o, -o.?ltO 1.00 

X. a 0.111 0.1SO -0.280 -0.108 -0.218 0.201 -0.115 0.022 ..0.113 0.1lt-2 0.021 -0.193 
-0.233 o.ol't- 0.196 o.ot.; o.g -o.o;s 1.00 

x,9 -0.690 o.a.s2 -o.291 0.103 -o. 0.273 0.1;1 n.111 Ow0?1 {'~.200 O.(J91 .... 0.288 
-0.237 o.a;o 0.~7 0.302 -o.a.aa 0.461 0.003 1.00 

Xao 0.123 0.116 0.33~ 0.018 0.010 -0.118 0.10? 0.062 0.027 -0.381 O.Q9lt o.t.S8 
-o.119 0.118 -o.oa 0.209 -o.o;a -o.oss -o.339 -o.tt20 1.00 

Y1 = Dependent. Variable (Female partiei._auon ratea) 
x1 J Xa·•••Xa, • Ime};l&ndent ~uiabl.e. 
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Af&il8b1lity ot 1rr1sation facility or assured water 

aupp)T tae111tates the use -or more intensive &vplieaUon ot 

other modem inputs and thereby increases tbe output and 

Income, reducillg tbe need tor: employtna women to supplement 

f~117 mcome. Thus in rural areas, 1rr1aat1on coupled vltb 

double cropp1J1& tnnuence the participation of women 1n two 

ways. (1) It may d1scouraae some 'litOLl'n to work (11) mw 

tecbnolo&7 m&1 eu.batitut. men for wo.men. 3 Tbua neaaUve 

relationship betveen tbe pereentaa• area irrtaated anc( temale 

part1.e1pat1on 1n work exiata 1n all the tour res1ons exeept 

west BensalJ vbere irrl&ated area is poorlf correlated vltb 

modernisation ot aar1culture ( r • 0.11,5) 8114 e ropp1rlg 

intensity (l' • 0.231). Even usq atate leVel data, Rfi{J~I+ 
found a neaet1Ye rel&t1onsb1p between the tvo. West. Eqal 

bas a poor level ot 1:rr1&ation 4o•elopment. Rovner, tbe 

atate bas an aburu!ant al.lpp]3 of water tbroUih monaoon rainfall. 

fbis m$1 explain tbe 1ns1gnif1eant relationship between 

1rrtaate4 ana and ten:ale 1i&rtte1pat.1on 1n work 1D this 

region. 

All the reston• show a positive :relationship between 

the aile of holding an4 tbe female particlpation rate (Table 

S.1a). Bovever, the relaUonsh1p 18 strona and •1an1t1cant 

3. Ind1ra JUrway ( 19?9), QS• pj,t. 

a.. :o. Narasimha Redd1 (197;>, a.21 s1w 
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1n Andbn Pradesh ~nd FunJab and Haeyana. Cr • o. S63 and 

o.a.17 respectively). 1'b18 meana, l.arier tho size ot 
0 

bold1ng the bi&her tha p..-oporti.on of female employnllnt. 

~tbou.;h, the use ot mean eize of hol41na u a aumca17 

atat1et1c may itself be questionable, the result shows a 

contrast to BbaradvaJ'a; •1ew that smaller bold!n;;s use more 

intensive labour anc.t, tberofore, more women labour then tboae 

or 1&1\ier holdinas• U•ini state level iftror.na t1ons Gulat16 

did not f1ntt a positive relationship betwen smnllneas of 

ltmd bol4:Lnse and biaber part1c1pat1on ot vom1ln 1n wo'fk. 

the matru of inter-eorrelatlon (Table& ;.2, S .. 3, ;.It and 

S·S> sbovs that J.n au tbe atatea except t:eet Bengal mean 

sJ.ae of holdins is ne&et1vely correlated v1tb arovtb ot 

aaricultural output, i:&"ri&ated area and modernisation of 

asr1cultu.re. In west Bqal also oean aiM or hol.dS.na u 
neaatively correlated 1litb moderniaat1on ot aartculture. 

Tbis proves that laraer aiD ot boldina coupled w1tb lov 

earicultural srowtb ot' output, low mecban1aation and moderni• . 

sat1on ol aarioulture and leas trnaation tends to iDoreaae 

female participation in economie act1v1t1ea in almott eve17 

res ion. 

Concentration of landboldtna does not shOv any e.ten1-

J:1cant relat1onsbip with female work participation, nor- it 

s. lrisbna BhsradwaJ, puct!sm. c~;t1RM ij tDMM 
;Qsricy}.turp, Cambri eunvera1 resa, ~. Pi1•11·18. 

6. Loela Gulat1 ( 1915), SP•S&&• 
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aholfl an1 sJ.an1t1ca.nt relat1onsb1p with tam117 1t."'OJ'kera or 

qricllltural wage eamen. Contrary to tho bypothea~ 1n 

Mllb&rubtra, concentration ot holdina is positively 

related with family vor.ken (r • 0.788>, but neaat1••11' 
correlated with temal.e qrieultural ve&e-earnera (Table S.1b). 

No ai&n1t1cant relationship esiats bet111een female 

workera and proportion of tnale worker• ensaaed in non

aaricultural aetivitiaa. However, both are neaat1vely 

r.lated 1n Maharubtra, and Pun~ab and Baryana (r-0.288 an4 

-· 023 respect! 'Yel;r) but in botb tbe cuea tlle relationship 

is stat 1s tieall.J insJan1t·icant. On tbe other h&l'II:S, 1l'1 1-:ea t 

.aenaal and Andb:ra Pradeab the 1ncreue 1n the proportion of 

male workers 1n tbe 1l0Jl•8(ir1cultural activity 1s QtU~ked by 

a hiaber proportion ot lliOrkera amana tetralea. t1ukherJ11 

observed that bi&ller tePle participation la mnuenee4 by 

tbe non-avn1lab111t7 ot male workers qqed 1n non

qricultural act1Yit1ee. But this does not seem to operate 

1ft all the reaions. .r:oreover. BukerJi observed a pos1t1ve 

correlation between tbe pro~ort1on or rural mnle workers 1n 

non-Ojrieultural actiY1tY: and 1"emal.G IJ8rt1e1pat1on 1n qri

cultu.ral labour and not total female employment. 
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The temale participntion ia pot1t.l:we1J correlated 

vitb tbe proportion of work toi'Ce 1n tbe primary sector and 

negotiyelJ related with the proportion 1n the second&r.r 

sector in all "'ions with the exception of Andhra Pradeeb. 

This supports tbe view expressed in the Report: of the 

Bational CO!.llm1ttee, 8 aa well as by Ambannavar9 and De' Sowsa!0 

" 
tt-.&Bt a lilOl'e developed primary sector provictilli,j lower prestise 

3obs is eonduci-ve to female employment Vbareu grel!lter 

industrialisation particularly in the modern sector 1a 

detr~ntal to female partici.Pation :1n work. fb.e positive 

correlation wit.b tbe primal'f sector ill Pun~ab aDd flaryana, 

Weat Bengnl an4 t.laharaabtra are atattst1eal.l¥ 1ns1in1t1ee.nt 

whereas tbe neaattve correlation ~1tb secon4Gry sector 18 

a1gn1!1cant onq 1n Mabarubtra. In Anti.bra Pradesh, the 

female partic1,Pe.t1on is oositively correlated w1tb (r-0.430, 1 
. . 
sign1t1cent et _90 per cent level) employment in the secondary 

eector wbereas lt 18 negatively correlated wttb prima17 

sector (1"1' -o.-.23, sJ.4n1tican..t at 90 per eent lo'Yel). fbe 

poa1t1ve eorrolation w1tb the secondary oector may bave 

resulted. .f'rom a bi&h9r employm:nt in the _h.ouaebold industry, 

8. Status of Women 1n India (ICOSR), 19?$. 

9• J.P. Ambnnna~ar (19~), op.s1t, 

10. v.s. Do• Souza, ~t&t1 
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su.cb ae ~ makJ.na 11 wh1ch 1s tred1t1onall1 held by wr.an. 

A strotJ& positive relat1onsb1p exiata between total female 

employn;.ent ancs their proportion 1n hOusehold industries 

Cr • o.S60, si&n1t1cent at 9f per eent level) in .An:dbra 

Pradeell. 
I , 

The overall employment in tertiary aeetor c!oea not 

show lltl7 st"ttisticallJ' s1snit1eant r&l.at1onob1p witb tamale 

employment. :only in tbe cue or PunJab and fl&J78.ne, the 

coett1c1ent aoea up to 0.307. !b1s rea1on aho11:s a M&h 

proportion or women 1n the tertiary sector and a relatively 

loW a bare in pr1moJ7 and secon~or.r aeetors, compared to 

other rea tons. ,~.- riae in tertiary -occu:iintions seems to 

enhance female employment· 1il PunJab an4 tlaryana. 

.J.!t ROLE OF DdaOGRAHliC V~1IA3L:.::8 

fbe demogra,pbic variable• relate both the aeneral 

eeonomic-demogr&phic eit~.Jation as well u the b1olb&1c&l 

attr-1bu.tes 1n terms of reprocluctlon charaeteri.etiea or women. 

S.~.1 S!J•R!t&; 

NukerJ112 obeerved tbat the sex-ratio or the rural 

population indica tin& the excess or det1c1 t of males and 

.remalea available tor labour are pos1t1vErly correlated. sex
ratio, however, cannot be euap1r1cally correlated \ltbere ~tale 

aelectift outm:tgration trom rural to· urC)an areas within the 

11. A s=tic.aht- l#tro~tion -ot women ·wor.kera are qged 
tn makins in Andbra tiradeab, aecord1n& to 1971 cens u.s. 

1.2. h • .a. ·t1ukerJ1 (197S), QPtQ1Si,, p.20. 
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region or froa:a rural area of tbe reaion to rural area 

outside the region bas resalted in a decrease 1n tbe nuaber 

ot males available tor aaricultural laboi.Jl'", provided that 

there are no taboos operatin& qainat female participation 

and larm!ni is at1ll s'-'ba1otonee an4 tra41tional type. 

BoWG"ter, the a.nal}tsis for all tbe tour 1'8g1ons shove that, 

altboUab a pOsitive relat1onsb1p exiltl between ees•ratto 

and -temale work participation in all the reaions except 

West IJen&al, the correlation eoetticientl an atatieticall)' 

1ns1gn1t1eant. fhe coett1c1ent of correlation for Pun~ab 

and Baryana 1s 0.301 but tends to be statistically 1na2cni

ficant. 

I 

s.a..2 w;,ey or .JArbaniatt&9D 

Ambannavar, 1l MaJumdar1a. and. many other researchen 

conv1ncirl81¥ aque tbat urbanisation 11iitb its accompanying 

1ndUitrial1aat1on, increaaina complexity ot markets am 
production techniques bu been a relentless force displacing 

larse masses ot women tram tbe1r traditional oocupatlons, 

make their producti'Ve and protess1onal skilla obsolete and 

· nduee them to the status of unakllled and unwanted workers. 

The alternative opportunities which opan up due to urban1aa

tion are 1n terms of services. or new 1D4ustr1es, wbicb are 

for a dUterent class or vomen, edueated and witb new tyJ)e 

13. J.p. Jmbannavar (19?'t-), SUlaC!tfds 

1tt.. Vina MaJumdar (191Sl, 9P•S&~~ 
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ot skills. they can bard]¥ eompenaa.te for displaeect 

1111terate rural women wltb reatr1ctac1 mobility. Thus 

R!ltt!l .Sir!l?Yt an 11'1C1-ease 1n urbanisation 1nev1tab]T 

reoults :111 a decline 1n the proportion of women workers. 

Boweve r, 1n tbe • tudy area only PunJab and Haryana and 

Weat Bengal conform to tbi& b1~tl1esis lti.th a modaratelr 

neanti~e eorrolation bet"-een the )Jroport1on ot urban 

people end temale participation rate Cr • -o. 71t6 and 

r • -0.402 reapectiveJ.T). 'l'here is a positi"'le relationship 

between the two Jn Andbrl. J?rad.elb and M8berubtra, but the 

relationship 1s statisticallY lns1&n1t!cant. However, it 

is important to noto thnt, urbe.ntaation may also vrovide 

employGlSnt to women in tertiary activities auob aa domestic 

aerv1ces wbicb 4o not need any skill or white collar ~obs 

•ueb as teacbiDa, nunlnt; and tygin6 etc. - to the edueated 

wocen who would o\berwiae bave remained .tobleas. !hie may 

expla1D positive relatlonahi~ between urbanisation and · 

female participation to Andhr& P~adesb and Mabaraaht~ 

Second~ it urbanisation otters such services at 

leut in the tert1aJ.7 sector, a positive relationship 1s 

expected between femal.e vo:rk participation 1n tertiary 

sector aDd ~rbo.niaation. Table S.1b abows that except 

Andbra Fradeeb, in all the three rqions; the relationship 

11 poa1.t1ve and quite a1an1t'icant in case of Pun~ab ant! 

Baryena end. Weet Benaal (r-0.603 and r-0.108 reepeetivel.Y>• 
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Both the negative and ,po~1tive valws of correlation are, 

however, atatia tic ally 1nai&nit1eant J.n the ease ot 

Andhra Pradesh end Habans btra. 

A b.t&he.r population arowth results in a preoccupation 

of women ~itb their bioJ.oaieal role ot re~r;roduction. But 

tbi.s does not neeeesariq restrict the employability or woDIIPJn 

in Pun3ab and aaryenan and .Mdbra PJ'84esb1 where temala 

employ'ment is pos1ti'fely associated w1tb population srovtb 

end ratio o:r cblldren below S years of eao aroup to the wmon 

1ft the reproducti'fe aae sroup (1S-lt9)• ibis may be possible 

N Ridle11
' points out that, in rural areas,. due to the natu~e 

ot the work tbe biolosical reproductive role can eaa1}7 be 

combined with o.n eeonomic role, since economic ~eUvitiea are 

centred within the t8:l1]3. It ts ti'Ua that 1n rural areas 

most ot tm work women do are simple and tu11y entor,prises, 

when women continue to work vi tb ch1ld•care al'ld household 

ebores. b'Ven 1n many &l"GU the tamil;r structure is s~b that 

much ot the rear1ns burden 18 not abareCS by the mothe:rs 

~ersonat}J. 16 fbia may ex»lain tbo ~os1t1ve association 

between tbe repro4t~Ct1Ye role and female pvt1c1_pat1on 1n 

1S• Jeanne c. Ridle1 (1968)t QR•1cit1,, pp.1$-2;. 

16. Leela Oulat1 (197S), ,SW•s&t•t pp.35-lt2 .. 
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work in PunJab and B&f1'81Ul and Andhrl. Pndeah. noreo-.er, 

in PunJab ond Baryana a lar&e pruport1on or vomen are 

enaased 1ft tertiary act1"it1ea wbicb .Provide··. taciU.t1ea 

such aa maternity benet1ts and definite .boure ot vork aa 

" .. 11 as bol1days. fbus, emplo1J.Bent in sueb re11ons doea 

not come 1nto con£11et with the reproduct:tw ftmct1ana of 

the women wbo are world.no• But 1n Weat Benaal, h:lgb&r 

gopulation arowtb, cou,pled w1 tb a laqer bearins and rearing 

respons1b1Utiea aeem to come into conflict with J'emale 

emplo)'m9Dt which 1s indicated by a neaat1ve corNl&t1on 

between tl'lese variables (Table ;.1a}. !be neantive relation• 

sbip iD l~aharaahtra J.c, bowYer, 1nBJan1f1cant. The matrix 

of inter-correlation tor all the reaion3 shows e bJch corN• 

lation between population &rowtb and the ratio between 

children below S ;rears 11• arou.p and woc.en 11'1 the nprodu

et1ve aaa arou:p <tS...It9). 

S• 5 SOCio-CttL'l'UnAL V AR.IABLES 

Goeio-eultl.lral taetora aucb as marital status, educa

tional 1tatus and caste or tribal comJi()!lent of the population 

exert tremendous influence on te~ale ~rticivation 1n econo~1c 

aet1v1t,r oither ¥Oa1t1voly or nejattvelr• Due to widelJ vary

ing customs, taboos and nora tbo role of these factors are 

also UkelT to vary over apace. 
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Pomaps tbe mont important 'Variable attectina 

neaat1vely the temale participation 1s lite~c,. AdYent 

of 11terac,r paradoxical~ baa discouraaed woman to accept 

vork ill the fields. vh19b. an considered of lower prestise• 

At tbe eame t1mo,. the literate women are not so qual1t1e4 

and professionally ak1Ued to be aecepted in the modem 

Jobs of so-called 'bigbar presuaa•. Exeept Maharuhtra, 

wb1cb bas a bisher leVel or rural tamale literacy, 1ft the 

rema1DifJ& etat.es• tl'm _proportion of literate 'WOmen 1n the 

rural population is neaat!Yely associated with tl'..e propor

tion of ~'Orkers amoqjt women. Tho r11e ot female eduoat1on 

1J1 t11e 1\lJ.'al. areas baa demarcated a·Une between •manual 

work' end •mental. work•, the latter be~ tbe prerQi&t1ve 

of tbe literates. It bas alao increased tho quantum ot 

sansltr1tisation. 17 Even 1n tbe lower strata of tbe popula

tion this enbances the ~.recess of v1tb4rawal of women 

tro.m tbe economic participation. The demand tor non• 

ear1culturnl acti'Vities. partieularll' in the wh1te collar 

Jobs is lJ.mitGd in the rural O.I'GMt thereby reaultin& in a 

de,Presaton in the proportion ot vorken amona women. 

It is beUeved that at the lowest level of education 

females would still go tor marual work :In qriculture and 

J.n<luatriee. But wi tb a medium level ot education, the 

1?. t•:.a. Srir.tvaa (19?8), QR.C:Itt, 'pp.1lt-1;. 



I 188 t 

employability will be drastically' reduced, as they would 

neithe:r be accepted in .mocSem 3obe tor lesser skill, DOr 

they can participate 1rl aancultural act1Yit1es, as a 

symbol of their newl7 earned a tatua tbJ'QU.ib literacy. ~ith 

'¥&1'7 hi&b l8vel ot· odueation, it 11 ex..-eted that the 

temalAta rr.ey partq be absorbed in the white collar Jobs 

Vbicb would keep 1n terms with tbeir status. Qeeeralli1 

these 'WOII»n vi tb a relatively bitJber l.Ewel of educat10l'l 

Join Jobs 11ke trp1Jli, teaobin& and nuraq. Thl.l8 a 'D' 

shaped pattern has been proposed by various scholars 11'1 

relation to female Uterac,y level and their employment• 

However, tho relationsbip betwt.in female Uteracy at 

41tterent levels and their work rartic1pation shows diver6ent 

trends in these tour resions. In PunJab and Baryana, with 

increase 1n tho proportion ot literate temnles in the beloW 

primaJT level eateaor1, there is an incroaao in tht pro _por-

tion of workers, but a ne&ative relationsbtp exiata betwen 

the proportion of women workers and proportion of Uterate 

temalos with metUum (above primaey level but below ~ber 

tecondary) nnd high (abOfe b:laber seeorulary) level ot 

literacy. The neaative correlation vitb tbe latter catqory 

18• bowver. not statistical~ s1sni:ficant (Table ;.1b). A 

e1m1lar but statistic ally non-s.iinificant relationship exists 

1r1 ease ot l1ah&rashtra. In West Benaal tamale participation 

1n work 1s neaotively ccrrelated (ait&n!ticantly) w1tb the 
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proportion ot 11. terate te~lea w1 th bi&b!tr level of 

Uteracy, wheraae a pos1t1ve but ins1in1f1eant relation

ship os1sts With medium le•el ot literacy. Botb 1n West 

BeDial and. Arldbra Fradeab, 1ncreue 11'1 tb& pro,POrtlon or 

Uterate tettales w1 tb 1<* and nadtum level of educntlon 

11 neaatively associated. witb the ~ro»ertton of vomen 

workinsl but unlike k'est aenaal, Andbra Pradesh above a 

ei&niticent positive rel.aUonsh1p between the proportion 

ot VOlllen workers an4 literate temalea with biaher Jevela 

ot literacy. this pattern sholia that no uniform relation-

abip exists between 4Uferent levels ot literacy amons 
remo.lea and their ;.articipation in tbe work. fbe relAtion

ship 1tselt sets so41fled 4e11en41ns on differf"nt reg1Cil8.1 

cu.ltures end attitudes to t~rork. 

~~ver, overall literacy bns a hliblY positive 

corrol.Qtion with tho pro_port1on or workers &mOJ16 \iOmen 1n 

the tertiary seetor 1D .PunJab and Haryena, teat Dan&'~. end 

Addhra Pradesh, bu.t tends to be 1nde99ndent in ease or 

Maharaabt.ra. 

!be pro~ortion ot married women ehowse a1sn1fieant 

re la t1onsh1p w1 tb the pro ,POrtion or workera emona woasn in 

PunJab and Haryana an4 Maharuhtra. But the relationship 

vitb the ,vroport1on ot vidoved, ••i4rated and divorced 
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vomen :I.e eta tis tic ally 1t.ud.gniticant in all tho fou.r reatons. 

In case of PunJab and Haryana, a stnma positive relationship 

exists between the proporUon of married vomen and that ot 

wo~kera among vomen, wbereu in r!aharubtra, the relationabip 

1S nesative. In West Benaal am Andbra Pradeab, altbouih 

,POS1tlve, the coet.ficient of correlat1ons are not atat1at1eal• 

17 ei&niricant. fbe pot1tive aaoocat1on between married 

status and work ;art1c1pat1on of women &ban that marrilie 

does not necessarily beeome restr1eti~e to resale pa.rt1c1pat ... 

1lla 1n work. In rural areas, &drieulture 18 the aoat 

important activ1 ty and irlfolvement of the whole feml];; 1s the 

charaeter1at1c .features in al.lch pamtu1ta. The natu.re of rural 

work does not neoeasitat.e tbe married 1tt"'meD to go to l.oa& 

distance rar work and GOSt or the works can be combined w1 th 

household chores. The ~omen vbo \t"'rk, do so under the 

pressure or GU;Pplementina ramiq income. The marril&• Sl'Stem 

in Int11a is such tnnt the depressed clUe women 't!fllrry 1ft their 

class/caste only end do cot, in moat oaaea, move to economical• 

]¥ bettor ott clasaea1 thus without duool'lt1nuina their 

economic activity. Tbis aituatton 11 clea.ror 1n cue of 

Pt.m~ab and Ha17ana. 

lo s1gn1t1eant rol.etionchip exists betwoen the propor

tion ot scbedul.od caste women am pro~ortion ot workers among 
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women 1n ~•t Benael and Andhra f'ac:teab. Bowever, in 

Pun~ab and Baryana and t~allarubtra, a nesat1Ye relat1on

sb1p (atat1st1cally signittcant) esiats betveen tbe two, 

1ndicat1Dg tbat increase 1n the proportion. ot acbeduled 

cute &moJl3 females 18 associated W1 tb a decreue 1n tbe 

proportion of workers &mona women. Aa fer aa acbeduled 

tribe women are concerned, a etat1at1cat]3 s1an1ficant and 

positive relat1onsb1» 1e obaened 1n ~eat Bensel.. fte 

,positive relat1onsb1.- in Haba:rubtra, bowever, 1a not 

s1sn1t1cant. Proportion or scheduled. tribe wom\'Jn !la:n 

neaat1ve relationohi,p with tho worker-rate ol tamales 1n 

Andhra Pradesh. Altbousb Gulatt18 could not f1tld any 

dot1n1to relat1onsh1p between female part1e1pa t1on 8.0! 

scheduled cute ant acbeduled tribe compo.aent econa vomn 

us1ns state level intonnations, the above analysts ohovl 

tbat at least ill some reg1ona, definite wlationsbipa could 

be established by ualni ctiatrict level data. In Pun~lb ~ 

Baryana, a tteaative relationship 1s Observed between the 

proportion ot scheduled eut.e component ot vomen and tte 

proportion ot women vorkins as qrieultaral vaae eamera. 

Tm above analysis abovs that althouab depresaect 

easte vozmn such ae those belon&ing to schet!ulec! eaetes and 

scbodulod tribes bave ~ucb bi&her t•male partie1~at1on 1D 

18. Leela Gulati (19?S>, gp.qit. 
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work, tbolr proportion in the total. women population cannot 

be taken as a aood predicator of teals participation 1n all 

tbe rea.tons. Tbis obse"ation is a1JD1lar' to that or 

Gulati 19 and Ra~u, 20 usq state level and district level 

data res~ctively. ParticularlJ 1D north India, Boserup21 

obsone4 that even -.arieultural labourere prefer their women 

atay at home and abun j~Vt1c1pat1on in aarieultural act1v1-

tiee 88 lfliO•GBmGJl8 U a SilO Of improve.S status. R~er, 

at thia ataae, one bu to take note of the limitations ot 

the census data, particularly 1n cue of women workiiV 1D 

the unorsan1ae4 secto:r ot rural econoiQ'• 

Savina anal;rsed' tm relationship between 41tterent 

'98l'18blas with female participation 1rl economic activity at 

district level, 1t seams ,pertinent to tum to tbe s1wultaneoue 

1nt lu.ence ot these 't'&l'iablea on teuale _part1c1 .. '3 t1on 1n .ork. 

Dle multiple and atepwiae rearessioo analysis abov an 

mte rplay or ditte rent combination or rae tort and their 

relative .lmportanee 1n ezpla1niraa the spatial "tariation 1rl 

female work participation in different reGion~. The result 

o! stepwiae regression or female part1c1pat1on 1D work and 

19· Ib&dt 
20. sarasvat1 RaJu (1981 ), op1 ci~c 

21. Bater Boaerup (19?0), SU2•£1t1 , .P•15'• 
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different "Variables • economic, demoara_ph1c anct socio

cultural a:re presented separately' tor all the rour rea1ons 

1ft Tables ;. 61 S•7, S. 8 and ;. 9• 

J:a&ajt - it6 
i"P:'&I• Btareealqg 

Step 

1 x17 Pereenteae or marr1e4 o.S92 
females to total 
female a 

Mean size or boldins 

Intensity o£ cultiva
tion 

0.721 

0.788 

o.a9; 

(+) 

0.129 (+) 

0.061 (+) 

o.o37 c-> 

stand aid 
eaor 

S l I 

o.o82 

0.006 

0.188 

0.01; 

5. x16 Percentaae of' Uterate 0.81.1 0.016 (•) 0.019 
females to total 

6. 

v. 

a. 

tamales 

16 Percentaae ot irri&a- 0.853 
ted. area 

0.012 (·) o.oo1 

113 Percentqe of urban 0.860 
people to tot.al 
population 

o.OO? (+) 

X, Orovth or a&ricu.ltural o. 86lt 
output 

o.oOJ. <•) 0.139 

'total variation e%pl.aioad 86.a. per cent. 
(Tbe mathematical sian 1n the ~ntbas1a denotes tbe 
the slope or the 'b' coetticient) 

·tabla S.6 snows that six variables are important 1n 

turpla1ntns variation 1n female work part1oipat1on. tt.~Bse 
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are proportion ot married temalet, sex nt1o, mean 11a or 
holding, intensity of eult1-vat1on (modem1sat1on and 

meehanilation of agriculture). Proportion of literate 

females and po!"Centage ot 1rr1aated area tosether explain· 

1nS as. 3 ,Pel" cent ot variation. !be remainirl& two variables 

sta.., leVel ot urbanisation and arowth in qr1eultuf'81 output 

eome out less 81&n1t1eant Yariables add1ng less than 1 per 

cent each to tbe total 4iltr1et-w1se 'Variation. PI'OJ)C)rtion 

ot married females m the total te.:.ale population emtrged as 

the most important variable (Fi&· s. 1) expla1ntna aa l'll\dl as 

$9.2 per cent or total variation. Pl'OlX)rt1on or aarr.ted 

vomen and rural ants-ratio toaether explain 72 per eent ot 

the d.l8triot-w1se variation. All the remaininG 'Y&riables 

toiether add only 1-.. 3 per cent to the explsnat1on. 

r, = -29·1'' + o.tS?• x17 + o.026••• x12 + o.ssa•• X; 
-o.Ol+4• x, -o.oJS x16 -o.o1a. lee, .o.oJO x13 + 

0.1;6 x, 
YF • Female part1c1pat1on ra~. 

!be abme equation show a that were proportion of 

married woman in the total women population is more and 

Where tho so~ ratio 1s high the tamale participation 1n 

vork is high. It is important to note t~t in PunJab and 

Baryana, the level of female vartie1pat1on 1n economic 



activity 1s estremel;r low. TbWJ a biaher aes-ratio 1D41Cat• 

1n8. a laraer mnle OLltc.i4rt."t1on leaves behind tbt rrarried 

women 1D rural areas to support the f8!llil7• In other words, 

a gaJ.e selocti'Ye outmtgraUon compele the lJeaaant voman to 

vork. 

step 

1. 

a. 

J, 

... 

s. 

6. 

7· 

ZJtale-5.2 

i!~o:w.ta1 aua•aw 
Vnrlibi8s entered 

I 

iiiereue r 
111 "2 

·- 1 • I l • 

~0 Percentaae ot s. T. o.lt49 <•> -vo•n in the 
total women l)Opu-
lation 

118 Pereontaae ot o. 7lt6 (+) o.m 
w14ove4/sopa.rated/ 
d1Yorced womer,a 

x,6 Pereenta&e ot o.Sit6 <-> 0.100 
Uterate women 

xa Percentaae of male 
work force in non-

0.9)1 (+) o.os; 
flirieultural 
activities 

X, Intensity ot 
cultivation 

0.9!t6 (•) o.o1s 

X.2 sex-ratio 0.9;1 <·> o.oos 

X, Mean a1A ot o.~ <·> o.oo3 
hol41Dj 

Gtandar4" 
error 

1 1 f I I 

o.o;; 

0.169 

0.066 

o.ott6 

1.931 

0.017 

1.109 

fotal variation expl.aiJled 9:i.lt ver cent 
(The msthematical s.tsn 1n the varenthesis denotes slope 
ot the 'b' eoetf1e1ent). 
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ftble 5.? shows toot seven vanabl.es toaetber 

o.xplain 9;.4 per cent ot the total district-wlse 't&r1at1on 

in tel:lale work ,partic1,pa.t1on in West Benial• The most 

important var1a'bl.e wbieb espla1ns a.t..9 per cent of the 

tottU. variation is the tribal p:ro~ortion &Jtong women 

(F1.tl• S.a}. ftle next important variable is the proportion 

or 41voree4/se,parated or v14owe4 component ot the tamale 
' 

,population esplainina an additional 29• 7 per cent ot the 

total 41attict-viae variation 1n femals ~artici~at1on rate. 
toaeibor, tmae two variables account tor 11+. 6 ,per cent IV 

the total district-wise variat.lon. J.sfel of Uteracy amona 
females comes aa ne:st f.mJlortant variable .tncreuina tbt 

ex,PlcnatcJ7 ,t-ower to 81..6 s;.er eent. 'ftJe employment of .:...ale 

1n non-asrtcultura.l activities also •1'1• 81 the fourth 

1110st important var1able 1n explaining female Jai&rtieip&tlOI'l• 

Together tbese variables explain 93. 1 s.er cent ot tt. 

district-wise variation 1n female partiCipation 1n work in 

West BeQI&l.. Intensit1 ot cultivation, •••-ratio ent1 mean 

aiae or holdin& are less 1ntluent1al •ariables toaether 

adcU.na onl;y 2. 3 per cent to the explanation. 

t.r = 19.613 • o.J11• .. x20 + 1.29;••• x18 -o.JSS••• x1; 

+ 0.1S3•• Xa. -3.129 x1 -0.029 x12 -1.2S6 x, 

•••S4n1t1cant at 99·9 per cent level 
••Si&niticant at 99 per cent le'Vel 
•ssanuieant at 9S per cent leVel. 
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the above equats.on abowa that areu with h!ab propor

tion ot scheduled tribe won:en and W14owd/aeparate4/d1Yorced 

1ti"Omon, o. J.arser proportion ot mcle work force in the non

asr1cultural act1vit1ee and a low level Of literacy tor 

workers are marked w1tb e. hl&h level or female partle1pation 

.111 eeonomlc aetivit7 in West Ben;al. 

;.6.3 Anabra i'Etdllb 

Step 

1. 

·2~ 

3. 

.... 
;. 
6. 

1. 

XGl! - 5.8 
§Ji!JCWU! at&£!1!&2!1 

Varliibiis' •• Ill I . a II n2- Irlcraue Stan ·au•d 
ma2 error 

• I • 
x16 ~ ot literate .temalea o.ltltO (·) - 0.101t 

x20 ~ of tribal females o.;?a <-> 0.132 0.116 

x1~Rat1o ot eb114ten to o. 611f. (·) 0.102 0.237 
tamales 1n thO re-
productive Q&e &l'Oup 

X.. Growth in aartcultural O. 7tf.lt (•) 0.070 0.311 
output 

x6 ~ ot 1rr1&atecl area o.?S7 C-> o.o33 0.01? 

~ Mean aiM of holdq o. 762 (+) o.oo; 0.162 

~ SZ of work force 1n o. 711 (-) 0.009 o.oao 
primary sector r 

. Total variation ex»lained 11.1 per cent 
(The matbematical •ian 1n tbe parentheses denotes tbe 
slope of the ·~~ coetftcient). 

Eltent ot feJ18la Uteraoy• prosortion of schedulad 

caste women, child-woman ratio, t.u·owtb in aarieultural output. 
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percentage 1rr1aatec! area, mean aiu of boldiQi 8M 

pereenteae ot work ro.rce 1n the ,primary sector are so• 

ol.' the vartables whicb eome out as important ones 

1imultanoousl.y ezplainina <J~ar1at1on 1n rural females• 

partie1pe.t1on in oeonom1c act1'11 t;r. fo&etbl r all tbeae 

.,ar1&.bles aeeount tor 1'/.1 per eent ot distnct-t!l1se 

'Y&riatioa. Literacy- is the single most important •ar1able 

which a1011e accounte tor"' per cent or \he totel Yariation 

(li'ia• 6.3). Addition of the variable t.a. • percenteae of 

scheduled comporumt in the temale popUlation at the second 

step increases the expl.Emat1on to ;7.2 per cent. !base two 

variables and the child-woman ratto, erowth 1D the aart

cultural output and proportion of area UDder irriaatlon 

tosethcr explain 75'· 7 pe.r cent of the variation. Tho last 

two variables are ina:J.anit1eant u tar as their contribution 

1n the total explanation ot the vali.at1on 1s concerned 

(fable ;.8). 

tp ,. 26.01 ... o.l20•• x16 .0.193 x20 -0.031•• x1-. 

-o.692• x1 -o.739 x6 + 1.121 ~ -0.099 ~ 

!bG equation 1ndieatea t:1e.t v1tb lcn:er Uteracy level 

and lesser proportion of tribal proportion of womeft1 lower 

ro.vro4uctive burden, in areas ot low growth in asrieultural 

output, havin& hiabe~ size of bold.ina end a biSher proportion 

••61onit1eant at 99 per cent level 
•01&nU'1cant at 9S l>Gr eent level 
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of work force 1n the pr1mgt7 sector, the temale participa

tion is h.J&ber in Andbra J?radeeb• 

Gtep 

1 

2. 

l· 

... 

t!bl!-2•2 
Bpnr:wist Beanaaa..M 

varl&bi8a I 

n2 
F a 

Increase 
1n 82 

r 1 

x19 )) aebeduleel caste o.~t76 <-> -womn 

X., - work Coree 1n 0 secondary sector 
o. 58lt (-) 0.108 

x1 Clrowtb 1n agr!cul- 0.617 (+) 0.033 
tural outpu.t 

X.. tt.ean aize or hold- 0.669 (+) 0.0)2 
in& 

ot8iidar4 · 
errors 

0.228 

o.lt39 

0.298 

0.71; 

s. x,6 ~ literate temalea 0.720 (+) o.s1 0.1;2 

Total variation explained 12.0 Jer cent. 
(tho mathematical s:L&n in tbe parenthesis denotes 
elope of the 'b' coetticient). 

ProJX)rtion ot aebeduled caste temalea in tts total 

female population eomea out u the aoet important variable 

(Table S.9, Fi&• ;.4) J.n explaining the variation 1n tbe 

temalo J.&rt1c1pa t1on 1n work 1n Mllharathtra. 'lbis variable 

expla1ns ea much aa lt7.6 per cent ot the total district-vise 

variation. Mdi tion or the aecond vanabl.e 1. o. , pro~Jort1on 

or tbe work force in the aeccndar,y sector increases tbft 
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asplarlat1on to ss. a. per cent. At the 3rd, ltth and Sth 
steps tlle variables aueh aa srovth 1n aar1cultural output, 

mean site of holding and literacy add 13.6 per cent to the 

total variation explained. to1etoor all toose variabies 

account tor ?2. o per cent of tte total dis trict-w1se 

var1et1on in female participation 1n economic activ1~. 

t 8 c 22.6? -o.668•• x19 .o.967• x10 + o.76o• x1 
+'-.804• x4 + o.31a x16 

The above equation ahova that with a lower level or 

aebedul.e4 caste tetlBle population, lesser .,roportion or 
l-:ork force 1n tbe secondary sector, low income end with 

hiaher eiz:e of boldin& the female part1cill&t1on 1ncreasn 

in Haharasbtra. 

The above. analysis aboVe tbat aocio-eultural antS 

demoarapbic variables emerge •• moat im_portant f'aeton 1n 

ezpltd.ntng a.,P8t1al variation ln. female work participation 

1rl ell the areas ltudied. The atep.wiae rearesu1on ana]Ts1a 

snows that the socio-cultural tactora enter as tint tvo 

'farlablea 1n all t~e four Ngione except f.taharuhtJ'fl, 

esplain.1J'J;J maximum pcrcenta&e ot variation 1n the leYel 

or remele partici»&tion rate. In cue of l.est Bqal first 
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tbree most J.m.portant •ar1&bles are non-economic expla1n1lli 
pf'O J=IOYl- i 01') 

sa.. 6 per cent yar1at1on. LYen 1n Habarac;btraL 6J ~ttuftA!u/ erutt. 

comes as the single most important variable ex_pla!n.~ 

,.?.6 par eent ot the total ••riation. Cbt important uvect 

to be noted hera ia that• the role or economic factors 1n 

es»la1ntn:; tbe variation 1n female ,l:,art1cipat1on rate 1n 

this region 1s much more important than any other reston. 

Tbe role ot non-economic factors seems mast important in 

case of J.'est Den&al nn4 Pun~ab and Baryana. 

All the regions bave two tactora 1B eor;mon 1ft the 

multiple reareesion analysia. These are literacy (aoeio

cultunl) end mean size ot bold in& (economic). !lowntr, 

tbe fol'.lliS r rae tor is 1mportan t 1n cue ot Andhra Pradeth 

(step 1) on}T and the latter in caao of PunJab and Baryana 

(step J). 

In agricultural]¥ advanced rqions s~b as PunJab 

and Baryana and r:eet aqal the economic f'aetore are much 

less important whereas in aar1eulturallY less advaneed 

rq1ons of Andhra Pradesh and Maharuhtra, the econotd.c 

raetors do pla)" a role 1n ex,plaini~ vnnation ill female 

work pert1c1pat1on. 

That tbe non-oconom:Lc factors an more iaaportant 1ft 

explelnlng variations in female work l;art1c1petion rate than 

economic ones, 1a a conclusion that needs tbot'ouah 1nvest1&a

t1on by turtber research. 



CJlaw&ftt·VI 

£0liCLUDIQfi 

J))spi.te the difficulty involved in annlyain&J fem9la 

participation rate, its distribution by industrial catego

ries and explanation, certain broad conclusions end ge!"..era

liSations arrived at 1D this study or tho selected regions 

in India, may be stated. 

!be generally held view that remale participation 

rates and their sbe.re 1n the \liork force is veey low 1n 

India, is not spatially uniform oven 1n e.roas whore tte 

remales have almost withdrawn t'rom trork. This conclusion 

sets ru:rth~r stronethened by analysing female part1r1~t1on 

1n work at lesst:?r aggre-Jot1ve levels such as talt.ke and 

villtJ&os. In west Eonga~, for example, the female part1~1-

pat1on rates are reported to be one or the lowest 1n India • 

. Bowevor, it is not imeo:m.on to have v1l.l.egas with more than 

80 f-or cent woman !J8rtieilt8tins in t~tol'L At every lover 

level of analysis the variation in tue female work 

pnrtic1~tion gets further agcentuated, rarticularly at 

village level, tho level end extent or female pnrt1c1,;at1on 

1n econ011rtc activity aeems most reveal~. There are 

v illagoo Wl'lere no women are re ,POrted to be workif'Jd ege.tns t 

villtf&Qs which have a very ~b rete of female participation. 

llowever, in aeneral, in the southern states tile 

participation rata is very bigb comporo4 to that or northern 



I 203 I 

s tatos at ovory level. Particularly in Ant1bra Pradesh the 

.Part1c1pat1on rc.tes remain consistent at all levols. 

the generally low level ot .,ert1cipat1on in Punjab 

and Baryana poses some very important questions. bbether 

tbis withdrawal of remnles trom tbe wo.rk force irrespective 

or caste background is voluntary or 1s an involuntary 

decline in partiei_pation du9 to techno~ical change or 

othor rectors? These iasues also throw some pertinent 

questions on the females• status. However, as .Puahpa Cundar 

bol.da,. 1 this question has to oo analysed only in the cl.aas 

background or those women who have withdrawn from the vork. 

Even the nreo.s in .dndhra Pradesh and : .. abarash tra, 

vhero te.mnla !J&:rticipation 1n work is high or very high, it 

eannot be said to have been due to the ~res en c-e ot schedule~ 

castes or scheduled tribes. The contiguous belt of bi&h 

temale partict~otion ceverinJ both An~ra Pradesh cne 

uaharaahtra has tho least proportion or tamales belonging 

to scheduled comiJunities. Bhandara district 1n l:ahs.rasbtra., 

11bich bas the hJ.ahest female participation in vork has no 

tribal population at aU. An enquiry into the reasons tor 

ouch biah partic1»at1on rates in these areas may be en 

intorestin3 research avenu.e. 

best Bengal is a region where the 1--attern of female 

pertic1,1Jllt1on is extreme)¥ variant over Si)t1Ce. In the 



n.orthern diSt~icts tbe ferc.sle participation rato ae well 

as their contribution 1n the work force is veey hiGh 

compared to the eastern districts SLtrround~ the urban. 

district o! Calcutta.- Ia 1t due to the urban 1n.fhmnca 

ot Calcutto.? 

The at'1&lysia of industrial distribution of women 

v;orkers also shows distinct character or PunJab and Baryana 

as co;zparc4 to other rea,ions. Although there has been an 

almost complet4i exclusion of women from tbe work force in 

this region, tbe few vortten \iho work seem to be very 

diversq d1Btr1bl.lted in various aeotora ot the eeonomy. 

~hothor there hu been an aetual sbitt o£ female workers 

to other sectors or is it. due to a depression in the pri.J:&ary 

sector haJJ to be looked into c;.ore closely 1n the background 

of broader questions such as work o~•lortunities tor woa:sn 

in other sectors than the primary. 

In r:est Bengal, most of the districts show not only 

lov temnle part1ci,Pat1on h'l work, but also a h1gb concentra

tion 1n tho .vr1mary sector partieu.larly in the aaricultural 

wage earning activities. This Silows a real impoveris.brl'J!nt 

in terms of female part1c1~at1on ar~ restricted opportunities 

tor woman in othor .oectora of tbe economy. 

Tbe rematG workers are mostly concentrated 1n agri

culture in Andhra Pradesh and ~aharaehtra and thare ceems 

Uttle ct18nso 1n their oceupntional mobility. In tho contoxt 
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o.t· a very hiGh female ~aJ>t1ci.v:"l tion rntes and tho drudgery 

ot agricultural operations a majority or women workers are 

&utterinG .from a bu.rden ot which is popularly known as 

"double d&Y"• 

That the temale participation 1n work is positively 

associated uith the activities \'Jh1cb ere unpaid ones eueb 

as work.tn.J on the fami]Q tara.s oP 1n cottage 1nt.1ustrios 

shows the participation ot ~omen 1n work increases v1th the 

ava1lnb1lity or ouch works 1n all the regions. On tho 

other hand overall t~nla ~artic1~st1on is nosntivo~ 

associated with V&bO earn~ activities such as agr1eul• 

tcral labour, or services requ1rins better skills and 

professional training. 

It was observed that the explanation ot foc:ale 

part1cirat1on 1n economic act1.v1t;r is not possible at the 

level of OGaresati ve units aucb aa a tateo, as the states 

difter a lot w:J.tbin themselves 1n terms of economic, social 

and cultural milieu. Such explanations should be soU&ht 

at the level oi lower s~atial units which woult.t reveal too 

impact ot ractors resulting !rom bighlf sub-regiorinl end 

local conditions. 

Tho _generally accepted e:Kplanation for female 

partici1ation that the ~resence or scheduled castes/tribOo 

would influence tho vartic1yat1on rates 1o put tor trial 
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tor its differential influence in different regions. This 

also strengthens the view that the scheduled com:nunit1es 

do not behove in n spatial vaccum; they nre alSo infl\loneed 

by the ,l)reva111ng values, norma and customs at the sub

resione.l or local levels. 2 

It is inter· stioa to note that tho explanation for 

th0 variation in tomale pe.rt1e1pa t1on res·ts more heavi:cy on 

non-oconomic factors than the economic ones. This is more 

so 1n eroas where agricultural modem1sat1on has roecbed e 

bigb level (sueh as J?un~ab and Bar,;ana). However, in areas 

where agriculture is generally bsckvarct economic tacto1'S 

still prove important 1n e:xplainin& the spatial variation 

in economic e.ct1v1 ty. 

The dissertation raises a number of vital questions 

vhicb can be answered sat1otaotorily \f1.th tl'te bolp of 

further research into this otherwise less esplorad but 

sociallY im~ortant field or enquiry. 
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1lt.. Midnapu.r 2,606,610 2,1t82,4S1 t,238,SS1 127,18'. ;.1; 47.S1 
1;. furulia 146,S26 723,982 393,S19 ?1,13S 9.83 $2.71 

Alimm.A PRADESH 

1. Srikakulma 1,1t.1,631 1,172,6a.O 689,$2S 321,878 27.96 60.39 

2. Viabakapatnam 1,08),320 1,091f.,51t3 618,028 281,839 26.30 62.47 

3. But. Godavari 1,2lt8.690 1 ,2lllt.,690 . ?S6,672 2"-,002 19.60 60.S8 

.... lli'eat GOdavari 98o,122 913,199 S9lt-,'10'l 23S,OB9 21+.11+ 60.'$1 

;. l.riabna 921,083 892,939 ~,226 210,117 23.Sl ;B.6S 
6. Guntur 1,081,2\2 1,052.613 6.3S.,1S1 277,102 26.33 ;8.19 

'I· OD&le 8;8,21? 81.9,150 496,433 210,380 2 ... 78 S7.St. 

a. Bellore 681.609 6?1f.,211 '*06,;68 113,602 2S.75 S9.64 

9· Cbittoor 1.001.2 .. 1 970,81..1 615,991 228,133 2S.S6 61.15 



(v) 

].: : ::i·::: :: :: 3 : : : § :: ::::: : I :2 : :::: : :: :g : :: :::: 2 . : : :- B : 
10. Cudapab '690,415 663,149 410,951 1SO,S86 22.71 59.')2 

11. Arumt;ur 892,283 at.?,2q.a S2S,?9t 21dl.S?7 29.3). !iB.02 

12. Kumool 800,498 719,143 lt-S7,344 247,40? 31.7) S7.13 
13 .. Mebbubnagar 982,697 876,063 537,~ 313,S91t- .}S.8o 60.88 
, ... Byderabad lt83,210 469,lf63 292,301 159,8?lt llh05 60.49 

1S. Medak 6?S,tt.02 667,5S6 416,~ 212,821 31.88 61.73 

16. Bizamtbad Slt-8,696 S5S, 190 JJlt,93\ 192,0'1? Jlt.60 61.0'f. 

17. .ldllabad SltS,lt-06 S37,85' 32;,208 151,408 28.1; S9.02 

18. Kar.t81118&ar 881,192 . 872,269 9+4,0l+S 290,ltSO 33.30 61.73 

19. waranaal. 826,193 792,891 S06,376 219,100 27.63 61.211. 

20. Kbammaa 603,590 580., 19lt lS9,493 1a.8,545 2$.60 59.55 
21. llalaondla 862,$62 8JS,487 ~31,lt61 239,2.39 28.63 62.31 

K.AHJ.B.ASi ta.A 

2. TheM 1lt8,S72 ?06,l't3 lt09,586 173,823 att.61 Slt.71 

). Kolaba 53lt,661 S?S,7S2 261,01.1 1a.S,61.9 25.30 lt8..82 

.... Ratnq1r1 803,978 1,019, .. 22 3So.oo3 30~.369 29.66 lt3.S3 

s. BUilt 86$,2lt2 82S,SO? lt-66,041+ 241,19S 29.22 ;3.86 



('91) 

. 
:r a: : •- ~ : ill : ·:: 3 ::: ::§ : :.: : ::: !::: ·::::: :: :·::· :6 : : :::: :2: :: : ·: Q 

6. Dbu.l1a 698,?S5 6'1;.690 J68,lt48 1lt-8,09lt 21.92 52-~ 

'/. . J alcl;aoa 827,89S 793.080 lt-19,.299 209,391 26.i+O ;o.~ 

8." A'bmednagar 1,02;,1t21 992,196 S26,7S6 202,983 20 ... , $1.36 , .. Poona 932.151 916,101t lt6?,215 1?8,6S2 19.;0 ;o.1·2 
10.· sa tam ?27,533 m,sao Jlt2,SS9 137,620 11.81 lt-7.Q8 

11·. S~l1 638,610 61lt.,312 Ja?,911 1t,16S 11.;8 ;1.~ 

12. Shol.a»Ur fPI.J,87l 793,t.1; .. ,;,320 '1.30,~ 16.)0 )3 .. 9S 

13· EolbGpu.r 812,165 795,.639 1+26,112 1a.6,?;J. 18.¥+ 52.;J. 

1\-. AuJ"8Diabad. 831,452 804,293 t.,;o, 1SO 192,330 23.91 SJ.?S 
1' .. ,. .Pari)bani 6lt2,J09 62.2,S22t 3)7,060 139,623 22.lt-3 ;s.s9 
16. Bh1zo 579,000 SS?.820 308.287 105,0'.9 18.83 ;J.2lt 

1?. Mande4 S91t,711t. 5?4,863 323,918 110,251 19 • .18 ~ ... 7 

18. ~.anabad Blt9,833 809,866 ltltrS,913 1l1,13S 16.21 !)2.\.1 

19. Buldana S29,7S8 S11,lt12 a86.619 178,5915 Jlh92 9+.10 



(vii) 
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20. Akola ?87.656 560,~13 l17.J1S 180,183 32.22 5\.01 

21. Araravat1 ;?tt,806 $41,120 310,023 1$6,828 28.9S )3.90 

22. Yaotmal 624,1t23 60S,30S J.lt6,202 200,214 33.00 ;;.~ 

23. Wardba 299.1?3 288,687 163,3;1 89,306 J0.91f, . sa..a.9 
21.. Jlqpur ltSS1 1'7S lt-32,1;6 2)3,473 138,782 32.11 . ;;.68 
2;. Bhandal"a '101+,671 700.390 .395,326 287,870 .. 1.10 ?6.10 

26. Ctandarpur ?lt31 S88 729,"-9 lt16,075 199,226 27.31 ;5.96 



C•1U) 
AppepcJix-a 

Share of Female Work-toJ'Ce Participation Female Workers .Per Thousand 
1!8.}.! ~orkem,. tl&l'!-i!Wale !?1aP!Qt;r1 Wprlsiisgness an4 ,.Rural SeJ-bti,g 

L&iation Same of the Ste.tes7 !:01 Rural Female Mali- J of rural Degree ol • Rural sex 
Coda No. districts female workera per Female f'emale po- vorkl.eaa- ratio 

vorkars 1000 Nl"&l . disparity pulation 1n ness 
to · to tal male vorke rs index 1n 1S-49 qe 
vorken eccm.omic a roup 

:: J: :I::::: ::a:· : : :: : ::: . 3: : § :: ::::: : ::~:~:t~~-==~~n: :: 2 :, :. 2 : ::: :: .§ = 
PURJAB 

1. Ourduptlr 0.?3 13..32 2.12 lf.9.J .a.a.s? 893 

2. an tear 0.93 17.00 2.08 ;o.6 t.9.67 862 

3. l'iroapur 0.?5 11.51 2.23 lf-9.3 a.a.;; 868 

a.. Lu.dhiana 0.82 13.10 2.1; 52·5 ;1.68 8S9 

). Jull.ur..der 0.?8 13.60 2.11 S1.S S0.72 88S 

6. Jtapurthala o.so 8.60 2.,. .. 9.8 49-30 901. .,. Hosb1arpu.r O.Sl t;.a.a 2.06 a.6.6 le-$.?1 90\ 

a. Ropar 0.61+ 10.;9 2.22 4;.9 lt-$.26 859 

9· Pat1ala 0.68 10.58 2.221. 49.3 48.62 sa.a. 
10. 8aDONr o.~t-7 6.62 2.47 ;2.1 51.63 832 

11. Bhat1nda 0.$1 ?.It? 2 ... 3 ;2.9 52.39 8;1 



(b) 

' : . : i: : : :: :: ' : 3 : :, : I § . :: :: I 5 : .. 1: : :: =~:::: I 1 :: : :2 : :: : :a : 
BARI.uiA 

1. Arab ala 0.99 16.69 1.96 lt9.1 48. ?1 BS2 
2. Kamal 1.a.o 24.28 1.86 4?.8 46.40 8;3 
3. Robtak .2.07 43.13 1.66 48.8 lt6. ;3 88; 

.... Gursaon 2.1) 39.98 1.$3 lt8.2 '+6.0? 868 

;. Mahend:l'8garb t..39 88.01 1.Z/ 48.2 lt3.81 901+ 

6. Biaar 3.07 ;a. a; 1.41 .. 6.1 43.03 871 

? •. J1nd 2.?2 .. 9.oa. ,.,, lt?.S ..... 78 861 

WRST B»WAL 

1. DarJee.ling 2).88 478.1$ o.lt4 S2.St.· 26.26 910 

a. Jalpa.iduri 10.66 190.1? 0.92 lt6.9 36.21t 89.3 

3. Cooeb-Eebar 1.1t9 26.lf9 t.SS lt-2.1 lt0.61 923 
.... Wea t DinaJpur 2.75 ~8.89 1.60 ~t?.s 44.7; 923 
;. Malda 3.38 61f..S2 1.ta.s lt-6.2 .. 2.82 9S1 

6. Mursh1dabad 2.1t2 .... ,.12 1.;8 a.;. a lt.3.38 9S8 

'1· lac!ia t .. S? 31.?1 1.?; a.;.? lt4.1J 9S2 



(s) 

::!: : z: :: : : l : : !i ' ·, ::::: : J : ::: ~ :· ::: :2 . : :: :: : . :!1 ::: 
a. 21t-Paraanaa 1.2 .. 21t-63 1.86 ..a.o a.6.?6 93S 

9. HO'IQ'8b o.89 18.63 ·1·96 47.3 lt6.ft.1 9't1 

10. Boosbl¥ ,_,,. 10;.38 1.19 ,.,_, lt2.36 ~0 

12. Bu.rdVari 5.63 106.7; 1.20 ... ,., lt3.47 918 

13. B11'bbUra lt.)8 8L13 1.31 lt-9.2 ..... sa 91lt 
1lt. Bankul'& 8.19 16.3.25 1.02 lt-8.6 ltO.It1 961 ,,. Mldnapur ;.,, 103.1? 1.22 a.a.2 lt3.o; 9S2 

16. Pural1a 9·83 180.76 1.01 S3.8 ltlt.01 970 

AIJBB.A PRADUB 

1. Srikakula• 27.96 ~+n.a.a o.s9 , ... 8 26. fJI. 1021 

2. V1ohakapetcaa . 26.30 ... ,;.61 0.67 ,, ... 29.10 1008 

). But GocJayarJ. 19.60 )22.lt6 o.so S3.9 
" 

llt-30 997 ... w .. t. GodaYari 2lt.14 39S.JO 0.69 s ... 60 30.lt6 991t 

;. Irtslma 23.S3 388.9}. 0.66 S1.7 21.11 969 
6. Gtmtul" 26.33 436.28 0.60 S1.lt 2S.CY/ 911+ 

1. ODglAt 21t.?8 . !+13.?8 0.62 $2.1 21.32 989 



(x1) 

' : :a I : - : : I 
]: : :s : : 5 1 :. : 6 : : 1: 2: a : : 

a. Bellon 2;.?; 426.99 0.63 , ... 1 28.3; 989 

9· Cb1ttore 2S.S6 311 • .32 0.11 SJ.a. 27.8lt 96!. 
10. Cwlapab. 22.11 366.lt3 . 0.10 ;2.; 29·lt-9 960 ,. 

11. .anantpur, . 29 .• .,.. .. 72.76 O.Slt 50.6 21.26 9SO .. 

12. IW"Dool . 31.75 Slt0.96 O.lt6 ;o.6 18.8S 9?3 

13. Mehbubnagar _ J;.so S83.1t9 0.~ ;a.o 16.20 992 . 

, ... Byderaba(l Y..os ;tt6.9S O..t.1 S1.ft. 11.3; 912 

1;. Hedak 31.88 ;1o.a.J o..;a. ;2.1 -20.62 988 

16. Jl1ruab84 ~.60 S73.1t.8 O.lt7 Slh1 19.50 1012 

17· MilabacS 28.1; lt6S·S1 O.S'8 ;2.0 23.8; 986 

18. 33.30 S33.81 o-;1 )2.3 19.00 990 

19. Wa~"SD&al 2?.63 ltl2.68 0.62 ;1.; 23.81 9S9 

20. ~ 2;.60 .. 13.20 0.63 lt-9.1 23.SO 961 

21• Ba]&cn4a 28.63 "''·12 0.62 ;1.6 22.9? 969 



(X11) 

.. 

i ::: : i :: :. l :.:::::: : !i : 2:: I : : : ~ l! :::: : 2 :::: .& : : ,, 

)UBALUSB'BA 

2. 1fblma 2 ... ,, lt-21..38 O.S'1 sa.6 2?.99 9ftlt 

3. Kohba 2S.JO SS7.9S O.ft.S 46.0 20.70 10?1 ... Ratll8&1r1 29.66 863.90 0.26 ''·' 24.ltlt 1267 
,. 

. ,. Bu1k 29._22 S17.Sl O.!t) ;o.; 21.28 95\. 

6. Dhulia 21.92 lt01.9lt 0.60 so.o 28.08 96'1 

1· Jal&aon 26.1+0 ... 99.38 o.\6 ;o.a 21t.lt0 9SB 
8. .ibatdna&ar 20.lt.S 38;.~ 0.61 ....6 29.1; 96'1 

'· PoaDa 19·SO 382.38 0.62 49.9 JO.ItO 983 

10. Satan 1t.81 lt01.71t. 0.61 51-·3 3J.It9 1061 

11. SangU. 11.S8 21?.02 0.91 S2.a. a.o.82 962 

12. Sbolapur 16.5'0 281.S8 0.'11 4g.6 3).10 9SO 
13. Kolba,pur 18.44 Jlt.3.91 0.69 ;1.9 J3.tt6 980 , ... Aurqabad 23.91 lt2?.2; o.;'l so.o 26.09 960 

1;. Palbbald. 22.43 391.0l+ o.Bt ;o.? 2?.67 969 



(sUi) 

··: ; : : : # : ::: :·: :: 3 , ::: 5 : : :: :: :: ; ' : :: :z: : .. :a 
16. Bbir 18.83 llt0.7S 0.69 so.1 31.21 963 

177 Banded 19.18 . 3ltO.l2 0.10 S0.1 30.92 967 

18. OSmaaabad 16.27 29S.43 o.?S S0.2 33.93 9S3 
19. Buldana Jlt-92 623.11 . o.llt S1.2 16.28 96$ 

20. Akola 32.22 ,68.99 0.)9 ;o.J 18.08 * 
21. Aarnat1 aa.,; ;os.86 · 0.46 lt9.lt 20..._S 942 
22. Yeotul 33.00 S18.32 O.ltO t.-9-1 16.00 969 

23. Whdha J0.9lf, ;t.6. 71 O.ft.3 lt-9·1 18.76 963 

2lt. Jlfl&pur 32.11 ;Jt7.)1 ' 0.'*2 so.1 18.S9 9't9 

2;. Bbll1ld&:ra a.-1.10 ?28.18 0.26 SJ.O. 11.90 991t 
26. Cbandarpur 27.31 .. 78.82 o.sl sa.o 2\.69 981 



Appen41x- .. 

§!S$Oral R1Jtr1bgt.&,gn ot leatll ~orJ5m 

::::]:: : : ::: : .. :a : :: : : : ·: : ::~?~! :::~:a=~= 
PUJIJAB 

1. Gt.trdUp;&:r JO.()}. 26.09 43.87 o.;t. 3.68 o.sa 
2. Allr1 tsar llt-.~ 14.;1 $1.31 0.6) 2 .• 60 0.16 

3· Firozpa:r )2.98 17.3S 29.8? 0.68 1+.26 o • .Jt, 

a.. Ludbima 16.89 29.26 
,t,. 

;3.83 0.29 3.87 0.10 

S· Jull:amdur 31.43 21.30 ~t-7.2S 0.61 1.91 0.63 

6. l.apurtbal.a )0.28 12.11' $7.60 o.3l 1.16 o.so 
'l• BoabiaJ~pUr 28.7'} 18.23 S3.02 0.63 2.;& lt-01 

8. ROi&P 41.01 20.10 38.89 O.S9 1.9 o.a.1 

9· Patiala 26.98 t.3.17 29.2; o.llt s.11 0.31 

10. sancrur 21f..2S 3).6 40.16 0.19 3.39 0.26 

11. Bbatilda .. 7.93 19.1t2 32.6t O.ltO 2.V/ o.aa. 



(ft) 

j :: : I : 'i ::: : :.: J 3:: : .:: : , §: :: ::: ' : : :· ::· I ,6, :.: ::: : ·:2 :: 8 : : :c: : :: 
iWl.tAJA 

1. Aabala 24.?1 37.2'"l 38.02 o.sa ;.ltl. 3.3t 

a. Kamal 66.1; 20.62 13.21 1.93 6.12 2.91 

,3. Bohtak 11.22 11.91+. 10.81+ lt-.28 s.at. 2.81 

... Gu.raaon 71.? 1ft. SO 13.;1 3.86 tt.ltJ ).~ 

;. Kabendragarb 9.2.11 1+.8) c ).ct. 9 •. 39 6.18 1.?2 

6. Bisaar 87.06 8.14 &..?9 ;.12 ?.18 2.65 

?. J1Dd 81..91 8.86 6.17 4.73 0.71 3.31 

iJ?Bt DiiliG AI, 

1. DarJeeUD(; 92.54 2.11 s.:Jt. 36.9'1 8.0 11.09 

2. Jal,pa1&ur1 92.61 1.96 ;.37 21.32 13.60 ?.a; 
.}. Coocb-Behar 70.65 17.06 12.29 2.0.3 1-...os tt.S6 

... Weat Dina~pv 86.82 7.16 6.02 lt.lt2 6.S6 a.-67 

;. Mal.da 12.11 1lt.92 12.91 s.,.., s.91 S.;t. 

6. Murab1.ctaba4 .. ;.a; .. 3.16 10.98 2.)2 .36.69 6.33 

1· ladia 61 .. 11 1;.22 2).66 a.33 - 1.85 6.58 

a. 2lt.-Parganas 62.27 12.87 2tt..a; 1.8; ;.63 ;.t.? 



(ni) 

::J .. ' 
I :: 2 : : :3 !t:: : :: z ::: :: _: § :::: :.:: ::2 :: : [ : .: 

9. Rowrab "Z.0.76 20.81 .)8.43 1.22 0.16 ........ 
' 

1tt. UOO&bl¥ 88.1tt 3.so 8.06 11.0lf. J.S9 ;.s1 
12. BurclVaD 80.98 11.6it ?.3'1 11.09 6.26 6.09 .. 

1). Birbhum 82.'3 ?.98 9.1t8 1·92 ·t2.83 7.28 
,~. Baaku.ra 93.71 3.63 2.66 1S.1; 9·36 ... 81 

1$. Htdnapore 86.14 ?.lt-3 ,.83 9.46 13.60 s.96 
16. l'larulia 91.70 S·29 3.01 16.;6 11.)1. ;.63 

AJilliR.l PRAD&Sil 

1. SJ"ikakUlb 89.20 tt.36 6.itl+ Jlt.18 23.'/1 20.79 

2. 1'1abakhapatnaaa 90.&,.6 3-;lt 6.00 31.lt2 16.~ 19.60 

.3. But GodayarJ. ss.o3 ;.66 9·l0 26.03 16.98 18.;8 

... Wat Go4aY&.r1 89.S? 22.?; 1.68 30.;2 tJ.OS 19·91 

;. ltrUhrla 86.6? ;.Jlt ?.99 29.)0 20.18 21.69 

6. GW'ltur 87.12 s.6, 6.61 32.16 22.61 21.03 

1. qole 86.88 6.19 6.93 32.17 ' 20.&ao 19·5'0 

8. hllore 88.33 ... 20 1.'+7 31.71 18.23 22.88 



Cn11) 

l : ::: :a :: :: : : 3: : :: I !i :s ~: : : 2 : B ::::: :: :: 
9· Cbittoor 92.13 2.61 \.60 28...92 12.1t8 16.86 

10. Cuddapab 87.64 6.09 6.2!'/ 28.70 18.19 18.!t!t-

11. Ammta;pu 83.27 3.02. 3.?1 Jlt..l3 15.77 17.97· 

12. luftiOOl 92·SS 3.06 lt-.38 31.86 1?.60 19.0li-

13. Mehbubnaaar 89.73 6.S9 3.68 38.61 31.1'+ 20.62· 
,. , .... BJ'derab&d 88.63 6.06 s.l1 39.35 21.;2 1.41 

1,. Hed8k 9(}.61 s.46 ;3.93 39.00 2$.2lt 1?.~--

16. Jlicaebad ?J.22 . 20.62 .... 19 35'.99 \9.91 17;31 ,,. Adilabad 88.00 7?00 ;.oo 33.56 2).92 19.;7 

18. lal"iiiPqar 81.a.7 12.10 6.1,.3 62.80 21.?4 31t.ot. 

19· warenaal 8S.Jt.3 it.?; 6.81 6'1.27 1lt..l2 ~;6 

20. lblliiUI 89.14 3.12 7.1 .. 68.88 13.;3 2S.ItS 

21. Ra]ioncta 8S.3S 6.S? a.oa 67.lf.S 18.a.3 30.18 



(nt11) 

r g: ':.:: : : I l: ;:!t ::s: : : : § : :: :: ... : z :. : :.::a: • : 
M/IBABASB'fRA 

L !ban a 92.95 ft..oa 4!.96 Jl+.89 10.80 9.lt3 

3. Kolaba "·" 2.24 2.30 39-51 14.:11 ' 10.·26 

.... Batl\q1r1 96.30 1.;8 2.12 51·00 16.?8 12.13 

;. tlaatk ,.a; 2.2lt 1.91 36.8S 16.3; 9.81 

6. Dbulia 96.70 1.78 1·Sl Jo.61 13.?9 7.63 

?. Jnlgaon 96.6S 1-71 1.)8 36.21t 13.92 7.6lt 

a. Al'medna&ar 9l.SS 3·91 2.)3 .)).;; , ... 60 9.;1 

9· Poona 9lt.tt.s 2.89 2.6)' llt.S6 10.00 8.'t9 

10. sa tara .94.21 3.19 2-Sl )2.lt6 12.82 1.;3 
11. Sqll 92.?9 3.61 3.60 19·66 8.61t 7.6; 

12. Sholapu.r ~.86 2.7, 2.39 2lh10 1o.ss s .. so 
13. loblapar 96.34 2.1-8 1.1t.S aa.fti 1.so ;.81 
, ... An.rarJa!lbad 95.;6 2.ttlt- 2.00 32.01 1;.91 10.33 

1;. P&rbb&Di 96.96 1.81 1.2J 29·81 13.1$ 7.3S 



(z1x) 
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16. Bhir 96.83 1.lt-6 1.?1 2'1.13 9.00 a .. oo 
17· Uan4e4 9)..96 3.36 1.68 27.01+ 18.90 7.33 
18. osmanabad 96.'17 1.93 1.,. 2lt.4Jt. 10.09 6.19 

19. Buldbana. 98.22 1.12 0.69 t.0.98 13·30 .S.2S 

20. Akola 97.9<} 0.96 1.01. 38.70 10.,86 o.38 
21. ~ati 97.60 1.1 .. 1.28 3;.88 12.23 ?.?1 

.22. Yeotu.l 91.91 1.06 1.03 39·09 s.a.; 0.31 

23. liardba 97.13 1.lt2 1.a.s lB. SO 8.lt2 o.so 
24. Jl~t&pur 92.21 s.21 .a.;a 39.00 48.77 0.96 

25. Bbandare ?8.28 20.lt7 1.2; '+2.8o ..a.oa 10.; .. 

26. C'han4rapur 9S.19 2.;6 2.2S Jlt.92 26.?6 ... 18 



PtmJAB 

1. Gurdaapar 8.1t6 19-38 69.61 11.01 2?.8. 2.20 

2. .lmritaar 1·90 25·15 76.S3 1.].88 33.6; 0.70 

J. Firozpur 16.29 3S·90 68.?9 1t..62 S2.19 o.?lt 
.... Ludhiana 6.20 9-30 60.00 ~t.;a 1$.; 1.39 

;. Jullundur 1o.a.; 19.18 ~-73 10.91 29.63 1.80 

6. lapurthala 11.72 1?.01 S9.19 ?.60 28.?3 ,_,, 
7. Boshlar,Pllr 13.87 13.$4 ;o.;a 10.;1 21.lt1 1.33 

a. Ropar 19.88 20.32 so.;; 12.10 lt0.10 o.a1 

9· Pati&la 6.S1 19.61 '1S.O? 8.00 26.12 o.s; 
10. S~m&rur 13.06 9·38 lt1.BO 2.69 22.ltl. 1.81 

11. BhaUDda 1tt.6tt 32.;2 68.96 9.;o lt7.16 0.77 



(ui) 

:! :2: : I:: l ::: : : § i • :·:6 : : ::' : : z " : : I 
llARIAIA 

1. Arlbala 10.29 13....., S6.$8 10.00 23.69 1.02 

2. Ia mal 21.?ft lt3.SO 66.68 ltl.60 6}.21t 0.92 

3. Robtek . 36.63 .a.o.o;· S2.2l 98.06 76.68 o.sa. 
... 0UJIS80B 38.10 32.S9· lt6.10 110.s1 10.69 1.00 ,. · Hehendrqerb 61.28 23.28 2J.70 1S0.22 90.;6 1.;; 

'· Busar S6.38 27.23 32.57 76.11 83.61 3.lt6 

7. Jind ;tt.ltl 29.)5 . 3S.19 82.70 83.98 0.91 

klift BEIGAL 

1. D&rjeeUD& 33.;1 9.62 22.28 lt00.18 ltl.19 lt-9.3S 

2. Jalpdau.ri 6.38 ;.17 a.a..'/6 82.;1 11.SS 81.12 

3. Cooeb-Bebar 36.18 l1.a.6 lt6.S1 S1.a.2 67.fJ+ .].01 

... VUt DiD&Jpur 21.;1 63.42 7lt.68 109.68 81h93 1.88 

;. Halda 10.lt2 58.72 ~93 112.50 69.14 3.03 

6. H&USb1.daba4 16.32 27.83 63.03, 3'1-.20 ltlh 1S 1.17 

'/. I &die. 15.1'+1 41.33 ' 72.8tt lt1.ot. S6.~ lt.38 

- ' 



(xx11} 

: i : a: : I : l ~:: : : 2 :::: : ~: :: 2 1::: : :: 
a. 2lt•PfU88118S 19.92 lt0 •. 71 6?.1S 23.98 60.63 1.6t. 

9· Bovrab 1?.01 21.87 S6.2S 10.82 38.88 1.87 .. 

11. Booabl¥ 6.S; 80.9~- 92.sa 233.03 87.SO 0.63 

12· Bu.I'Clwan 7.60 12.31 90.lt9 22lt.17 19·97 1.01 

13. B1rbhum . 11t-32. ,, ... , 82.tt.1 140.96 81.73 o.so 
11t. Bankul"& 13.08 80.06 8;.96 36'1.01 93.14 o.;s 
,;. H1dnapore 12.48 73.60 a;.;o 23S.71 86.08 0.66 

16. PGN11a 19.98 ?1.09 78.19 ltlt1.26 91.01t 0.11 

JJflllBA PJW)ESI:l 

1. S:r1kakulu )2.18 s;.ea. 76.08 Slt-1.21 88.02 1.18 

-.2. Visto.Lo!Jatr.aam lt0.29 lt-9.'11 63.l:ttt 8lt1.19 90.06 o.a..o 
]. But GodaVari 7.22 ?7.17 s;.a6 ;82.1t6 81..39 0.63 

... "est;. Qo4riar1 ;.;o 83.31t 91.ltlt 1S2.Sl 88.89 0.?2 . 
;. Knsbaa ).2.9 82 •. 1lt 93.81 m.oo 86.03 o.th 
6. GUDtU' 8.61 ?8.1; 96.17 861 • .38 86.76 0.96 

'· On& ole 11.;6 71.98 90.07 933.81 8J.;t. ).Jt+ 

8. Bello1'8 8.76 11·99 86.10 821.30 86.7S 1.S8 



(xx1ll) 

::; : : ~ : I :: : : : : : :·: : : ·: : ::s: . : : :: :: . !i : : : ::: : ;: :: 'p: : : l : ::: : ::: ·: :2 : :: ::,~r .:: 
tuB~ 

2. Tbana 49.6; lt2.20 .. ,., 130.10 91.8; 1.11 

J. Kolaba 67.S7 a;.82 27.6S SJS.~ 93.39 2.0? 

4. Batnaairi 81.21. 1lt.01 11t.?1 1)09.00 9;.2) 1.:0; 

;. Bu1k 42.tto ;3.12 SS.61 10SI+.OO 9;'.S2 0.31 

6. llbuUa 22.!P+ 73.09 76.:18 ?82.10 96.23 o.lt7 

7. Jal&ACD 22.70 73.61 76.'+S 892..~ 96.37 0.28 

8. .AbmedrJaaar 42.19 )0.61. Slt.SS ?Jt.1.tto 92.83 0.12 

9. Poena ;8.10 3;.a.1 31.8? 8;6.31 93.S1 o.91t-
10. sa tara $9.~ 3lh20 36.)6 911·31 93.Stt 0.13 

11. Sql1 1t?.72 ltJ.S; lt1.89 ;11.,; 91.S1 1.22 

12. Shol.apur 20.94 ?3.10 1'1·73 662.22 9'f..o&. 0.82 

13. Jtohlapur 69.31t 26.62 27.~ 606.S1 95.96 0.38 
, .... ALU'81'2&a.b&d lS·"- S9.86 62.81 83?.18 9S.)) 0.26 

1S. Pam ham. 2lt.?8 ?2.0 ?'t.89 1JS.t.6 96.?8 0.17 



(ui~) 

: j : :::a :: : : : l: I 

:: : § :::. :. 5:: : :::: : I~: : : :2 : ·:: ·:: : a: ::.::.::: 
9· Cbittoor 30.9? S9.SS. 89.89 19S.It8 90-Slt 2.19 

\ 10. Cuddapab 12.09 ?3.91 ·~·11 820.21 86.00 1.64 

11. .Auntapur 23.32 68.88 a;.9lf. 1070.00 92.20 1.07 

12· Kumool 12.99 10.1lt ?lt. 71 1076.00 92.~3 O.lt3 
,. 

13· Ha:bbamnaaax- 23.20 €6-99 8S.90 1S60.oo 89.19 0.5\o , .... Bydel'8bad 30.38 '57.18 7.3.99 1lt00.00 8?.;6 1.06 

,;. Medak 32.91 '$7.30 63.;2 1296-00 90.21 o.a.o 
16. 111..-.abad 3S~1S 39.;6 J2.9S 1102.00 76.71 0.48 

11· Adilabad 30.5; :;6.83 16.03 993.8lt 87.38 0.60 

18. hr:IJirlaaar 26.SS ;6.06. 66.71t 1181+.00 83.01 o.a.i 
19. "8.!1qal. 19a6J+ 68.18 17.t:H 10ltlt.OO 87.82 0.69 

20. lh-- 11.92 76.17 06.1t9 917·25 88.()9 1.ot. 

21. laJacmda 20.11 . 6l.?, 76.02 1061.00 -83.86 1.1t8 



(UY) 

:: l :: i[. :: : :: ::: : ::.: :. ·:·:::: ·J:: ;:::: :::::::: :i::. : : : : :s ::: ::: :: : ~: : . :::: . :%: :::::: ~ :: B : 
16. Bb1r 31·3.3 65-19 67.S4 ?So. a -.;.a 0.31 

•17. Bmd.ed 21.16 73.68 1'1.69 1l?.lt1 9ft. St. ' 0.12 

.,a. oa~~~mabad ' (' 20.01 76.38 19.24 668-Stt. 96.39 .. 0.18 

"19. Baldbana 28. .. 1 69.6; 11.03 962.'/2 98.06 "0.16 

. '20. Allola 1S.tt1 82 • .., 81..26 90lt.96 97.90 .. 0 • .32 

'21. Aara:vat1 9.14 88.09 90.60 816.09 91.23 0.37 
'22. Yeo tical. 1la.j8 8J.o; a;.o? ·916.09 91.63 0 0.28 

23· W&l"dha 13.11 83.S9 86.ltlt 1018.00 96.70 · o.a.3 
21+. li&&p\lr 22.32 69.ltlt ?S.68 1166.00 91.76 . o.a.s 
2;. Bbandara t.J+.86 33.11t 42 ... 9 1102.?3 78.00 . 0.28 

26. Chandra pur 31+.48 60.12 6l.SS 1083.00 9lt.60 o.sa 



&m;ett(i.x-6 

.J!!§Y!~~ pj!tr:-oe.ffaE•a~ tiSUI'J! con · c rJ 
.-or state n w 
diatrict M Bousebo Bowaebo Don•bousehol4 

quarrying 1nduatl7 11ldU8tl7 indwatryto 
to total to total i)Gr 1000 to tal female 

• tamale female male workers work en 
workers worken 1n bouaebold 

.. :: ! : : :::: :: :. : I ~ : I: :: : : 3:::::::: I : : §: :: :::: . ~~~:· : : :i :· :: : :: : : : ::: :2 :: : : : 
' FOJIJJB 

1. Gui"Cln~ 0.00 1;.99 74.76 8.8Jt. 1.26 

a. Amritaar o.aJ 3.2S 21.28 10.81. •. .,. 
3. F1roapur o.oo 11.31 48.2S s . .as o.;s 
... LU.dh111'1& 0.00 9.98 29.2; 19.2S 0.02 

s. Jul.lun4ur 0.00 13.97 .. 5'.06 7.01. 0.29 

6. kapurtbala 0.00 s .... 1 21.92 6.31 0.39 

1· Boabiupur 0.00 10.1+7 36.11 1.S3 0.21 

.8. .Ropar • 0.00 8.22 20.76 10.19 1.10 

9· Patiala 0.01 6.90 2).01 35.12 1.8? 

10. Ban&rur o.os 18.SS 27.01 13.1t2. l.sa 
11. Bb&tinda o.oo 11.88 30.02 ;.68 1.87 



(uvll) 

:: i 2 :. 1 : :::J: ::: :£ : : I 

' : .: :· ::& 2: 
I 

B.ABXAliA ,. A:zibala 0.12 15.;6 79-lt6 13.S8 8.01 

a. Kamal. 0.00 s.a.? lt.2.28 a.s. 6.S3 

]. Robtak o.oo lt-.99 lt6.1t7 ;., ... 1.8.2 

... Guraaon 2.19 J.J1 )2.87 6.70 a.S9 

;. Mahendra& am 2.13 t.6S lt0-28 0.18 0.29 

6. B1ssar 0.02 2.98 66.1tS ).9t 1.;o 

"1· Jlnd 0.03 3.21 "-26 ).81 1.16 

WE! BEKGAL ~· - . 

1. DarJeellna 0.01 1.29 60S. fA 0.30 t.S2 
2. J'a1pa1a urt 0.18 o.8S .125.93 0.19 0.1; 

3. Coocb-Bebar 0.03 12.8S 21.2.83 4.12 0.06 

•• West D1D~apv 0.01 lt.9? 2)2.27 2.13 o.o; 
s. Jlal4a 0.39 9.11 2\9.2\. 4.$6 0.26 

6. Mursb14abad o.ot. ,39.62 ltOS.01 2.32. 0.18 

'1· •ad! a 0.00 ?.23 S9.26 1·83 0.17 

a. 2lt-Paraanas 0.06 lt.62 61.26 1.?11- o.lt6 



·(:uvii1) 

:. 1 i : : :: :: : :l : : :§ ::: ; : :§ : : z 
9· Bovrah o.oo 1.ss lt3.62 12·95 0.28 

1(t. BQ9&bl¥ 0.003 2.21 69.9lf. t.lt-? 0.10 

12. llu,dvm 6.6 1.7 99.8Jt J.OS 0.29 

13. B1Jbbua O.ll 3.71 139.23 3.18 0.16 

11+. BankO!'& 0.05 2.82 1Sit.62 0.63 0.13 

1S. Htdnapore 0.001 ... ,, 222.86 2.'11 0.1lt-

16. iuNU.a O • .)) 3.JS 180.94 1.52 0.11 

ASOORA PJUD.iSB 

1. Srikakulall 0.21 3.87 )1+).60 .. ,. o.oa 
2. Vuakhapatnaa 0.18 ).00 239·90 0.33 o.o3 
). But Godnari 0.23 3.86 263.)3 1.3; 0.23 

... West Godavari 0.21f. 1.3; 18S.26 0.90 0.26 

s. Xriabna 0.36 2.Jit. 21.7.10 o.S? 1.76 

6. Bunt• 0.21 1.61 199.2lt- 3.19 0.60 

1· ODaole 0.16 2.)8 213.89 2.;; 0.90 

8. hll.ore 0.66 1.98 231.31 1.29 o.Jo 



(XXix} 

1 2 
1 : : .3. : ::::: : It '· ,: : . 5 :: ::~·: : : .. : .. :2 . : : 

9· Cld.ttoor 0.18· 1.66. 179.S2 o.so o • .Jt 
. 10. Cudclapab O.lt9 a..60 283.8S 0.6; 0.36 

' 11. .tuntapur o.ot. 2.26 192.8\ 0.08 o.s. 
'12. Kum.oo1 o.ttl 2.30 2lt0.11 0.11 0.22 

"13. Hahbubneaar 0.09 6.1lt 521.31 0.01 0.29 
.. 14. Byderabact 1.18 3.23. lt01.1f.9 0.9? 0.69 

15. lledak 0.32 a..;2 lt-18.24 o • ..a 0.13 

16. JU.eaaaba4 o.e. 12.99 1)16.23 6.67 O,lt2 

17. Adllabad 0.33 3.09 ]20.16 3.28 0.30 

18. ~ .. ,. 0.23 3.12 ltoS.01 3.01t 1.13 

19. waranaal 0.26 1.)6 2ls.s• 0.3; o.'-2 
20. lhamaa o.lt-9 ...,, 11 ... 19 o.1s 1.71 

21· Baliontla O.ltl 268.62 0.36 1·5'9 



(xu) 

: i :: 2 _:,- :: ::: . : : :::l : : II: s;· : :: 2 I 

'": :6 2 
MEARASB!BA 

a. 1'bana · o.aa 1.32 )08.88 1.88 0.60 

3. Kolaba o.os 1.08 lt6S.26 o.JO 0.1'1 

... BatDqir1 o.o8 o.S? 86?.33 0.3? 0.26 

;. Bas.t.k 0.08 0.93 219·12 0.90 0.32 

6. lllulia o.oott 1·31 al.S.76 0.21t 0.17 

'· Jalaaon 0.06 1.22 2oat.;9 0.22 0.28 

8. At.uaedz:uaaar o.o6 1.1t3 1lt8.a.o 2.0!) o.31 
9. Pooua o.o; 1.70 262.'19 o.;2 0.62 

10. sa tara o.ltO 1.82 231.tto o.s1 o.a.? 
11. San&l1 o.o8 2.92 1~.10 o.J; o.2s 
12· Sholapur 0.01 1.76 aoa..oa. o.tt1 o.;? 
13. l:oblapur 0.09 1.10 16).14 0 • .21+ 0.1lt-

11+. Anr&naabad 0.10 1.28 139.11t o.o? 0.98 
1;. Parbhani o.o-2 ,.,s 1.32.06 0.02 0.62 



(xul) 

::i II::~ : : . ·::: :::: : ::: :3:: :: : 5: :· : : : 2 :: : : i :2 : I :: 

16. Bh:lr 0.06 1.20 1~Jit. 0.02 0.11· 

17. .Banded 0.09 2.39 290.164 o.ltB . O.lt1 

18. oaanabad O.Ol 1.27 160.98 0.21. o.38. 
19. Buldbua 0.001 o.a1 190.19 0.1lt- 0.18·. 

20. .&kola 0.13 . o.a.; 128.22 o.oa 0.29·· 

21. Aarne.t1 0.01 o.·'/5 110.00 0.22 0.16-

22. Yeotul 0·09 o.a.; 9S.01 0.31 0.22 

23. WU'dba o.20 o.;a. 96.62 0.28 o.lt6 
2lt. •aapur 1.16 2~83 2»+0.60 2-.aJ o.ffl 
2;. .Bhandara O.lt8 11.31 1103.00 Q.3f.) 0.51 
26. Chandra pur 0.17 1.Sif. 18?.31 o.3S o.so 



AQkd!ndtx-i 

iDdUJtljal tf:t&Qus&tm.Ol r~mt'lA Maata 
Tertiary sector . 

a OD 
COde No. nnapon a. to as to to 

Co~uni.cation temal8 i'"emale employ-
to total. te- vol'kena mtmt in te:r-

:.: i ::·: : :a: : -:18:::1~~~ 5 : : ~~?: .1~:!:': ·. : 2 .. : 
PU&T.&B 

t. GQrdaspur 2.18 0.18 lt0.90 93.26 "-S8 

2. Amritaar 1.60 o.32 lt9-ltS 96.26 98.08 

). l'iroapur 1.19 0.11 28.S1 9S .• 6l+ 86.69 

... l.W!h1ana o.g». o.tt8 S2.1t1 91-36 82.36 

s. J~tllundu:r 1.2't o.tto ~t-;.62 96-53 71.06 

6. bpurthala ,.;s 0.61. ,, ... , 96.20 59-ltlt 

1· Boahiarpur o.S9 o.o8 sa.JJ 98.?2 S6.28 

a. Bopar o.S9 o.1s J8.1S 98.1'1 3?.$8 

9 •. PaUala o.?; 0.18 28.33 96.tJ. 1,.9.;6 

10. Sutsrur 1.1lt 0.10 38.91 96.90 S1.81 

11. Bb&t1nda 1.22 1.os 30.11 94.78 66.63 



(uz.!ii) 

·:M; : :::: : a : : :: :: l .. : .. ::s: :· ': ::.: § :: :: : 2 It: 
BABY ABA 

1. Ambala 1.S7 o.1s 36.31 9S.IMJ ftS.8? 

·2· Kamal o.ss 0.13 12.23 92 .• ;6 ltS.lta. 

J. Rohtak o.~ 0.07 9·83 90.61 JS.'IS ... Ouqaon 0.98 0.1\ 12..39 91.?2 JW.21 

S· liaber.tn,aarh . 0.26 0.02 2.75 9().,, 18.;6 

6. B1aa&J' 0 .. 30 o.oa. lt.46 93.00 ~9tt 

'I· Jind o.89 0.10 s.18 93.ot. ;o.1·9 

WESt BBIGAL 

1· DarJeeUDa 0.70 c.~ ).90 . 13.0'1 128.61 

2. Jal.paiaur.l o.;9 o.lt? · ... Jt 80.29 121.\.0 

J. Coocb-Behar '2.99 0.47 8.81+ ?1.8. 60.01 

lt. West D1n.a.1pur . o. 84. 0.13 s.os 83.91t 62.41 

s. Kald.a tt.09 0.23 &S9 66.S3 119.39 

6. Ku.rsh1.4aba4 J.Sl 0.11 ?.33 66.19 90.82 

1· Badia 3.4? 0.22 19·96 97.81 121.03 



(uxiU) 

' ::it :: :: :::· ::2 : : ::::. : : : : .. :: :::::·: 3:: : :: : :§ : : ' : : : :: -: :t~:: ::·:: t ' . l 

a. -21.-Paraanaa lt-63 0.60 19.89 80.01 99.11 

9· Howrab 9.21t. 1.01 28.19 ?l.llt .88.$1 

10. Bo~ly 1.11 o.Js 6.Stt 81.06 101.6S 

12. Buret wan 0.88 o.so ;.69 ?7.12 .9S.6S 
13. B1rbbwD 1.63 o.lt-3 ?.1+2 18.23 86.at. 

1lt. Banmra. 0.38 0.10 2.18 81.99 )9.69 

1). H1dnapore o.~ 0.13 ;.23 89.63 8o.1? 

16. .iurul1a 0.39 0.2; a.37 78.?6 17.68 

AlliER! PRADESH 

1. Srikaku.lam 2.78 0.10 ).;6 5S.2lt 2S?.09 

a. 1'1aakhapatmllR 2.23 o.aJ 3.;6 59.18 2$6.$6 

). Baat Godavar:l 2.S. 0.14 6.32. 6?.93 3)8.Slf. 

... West Godavari 1.)? 0.1lf. ;.96 11.70 3)3.09 ,. lriabrla 1.;6 0.02 6.41 80.29 378.61 

6. Ountur 1.61 0.02 ;.oa,. 1s.;a 3\0.20 

1. on& ole 1.87 0.12 lt.93 ?1.19 308.9S 



(nxW) 

: l. : . : i. . : :: : .. :: l :: : : !t ::: ;:::: :: : 5::: : :: ~::: : :I 2::: ·: :: 
8 •. Bellore 2.62 0.1S 4.?0 62.89 336.29 

9· Cblttoor 1-S8 0.01 2.96 84.23 220.08 

10. Cwldapah 1.61 0.01 ... ,9 ?3.11t- 278.32 

11., 4nant&pUI" 1.26 0.02 a.lt4 6S.63 21f.6.28 

12 •. ltlmtool 1.28 o.oJ 3.06 69.91 286.8? 

13 •. Mabbu'boaaar 1.30 o.Oit. 2.)1. 63.1t9 321.lt? , ... ~raba4 1.8.2 ·0.06 ). .. 3 6..53 210.23 ,,. lle4ak Oa93 0.26 2.93 74.69 Jolt.21t 

16. lie.aba.cl o.?s o.o6 .3.18 ?;.85 309.33 

17. .&dilabad o.?4 0.03 4.23 a&..61 313.30 

18. brtDil&&&r 0.62 0.03 ... 19 .,a.." lt20.?6 

19· wann&al 2.06 o.26 .... tt9 6S.90 36s.-.; 
ao. lbaM. 2.2) 0.08 a.. as 67.61 380.$9 

21. BaJ&onda 3.87 0.10 t..11 so. a. 396.lt.3 



(UX¥1) 
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KABAB.ISB'lRA 

2. !haaa o.89 0.28 1.?9 60.49 130.2~ 
" 

3. Kolaba o.Slt 0.01 1.39 60.47 119 ...... 
.. 

)f.. BatnaaJ.ri o.ss o.os 1.22 S?.a.& 1l3.S? 

;. liu1k o.a.o o.oa. 1.a.? ?6.88 130.1tl. 

.6. Illol1a 0.39 0.02 1.12 ?3.S9 98..23 

.'I. JaJsacm o.\8 0.02 1.0? 6?.8; 91·" 

.8. AhJISdnqar o.;9 o.oa. 1.90 ?J.e91 131 ... 9 
" 

9. Poona 0.6; o.o6 1.95 13.42 . 11?.;8 

10. sa tara 0.?8 o.~ 1.lt0 ;;.46 'l'J.16 

11. Sangli 0.95 o.ol 2.62 ?2.67 98.67 

12. Sl:lolaplU" o.79 o.o? 1. Sit- 6lt.1 ... 108.32 

13 .. Koblapur o • ..a 0.03 0.91 6;.Z.2 63.88 , ... Auran*'abad 0.32 0.10 1.68 83.79 15"i.S8 
. ,;. Parbhani 0.23 o.ooa 1.00 81.1t-3 10lt.S3 
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16. Bhlr 0.33 o.oa. 1.38 8o.29 1ot..33. 

17'. NSDded 0.31 0.01 1.36 80.96 103.6; 

18. Oaanaba4 0.39 0.002 1.12 13.80 78.2S 

19. Buldtuma 0.14 o.OOl+ o.;1 18.37 62.03 

20. Alola . o.t? 0.17 0.87 82.68 100.90 

21. .Amravat1 0.13 o.o1 1.12 88.76 110.31 

22. Yeotmal. 0.21 o.oJ 0.79 16.3? 10it..1l 

23. Wardba 0.26 o.oJ 1.1? 80.1+6 98.19 

21t. Rttapur o.lt-2 o.t; 2.01 7'1.91 1~9.60 

a;. Bbandare o.lt-2 o.1s 0.69 Stt-.?8 98.1t0 

26. Chandra pur o.;J 0.10 1.62 '12.30 139.39 



&BRtZDSI!!-§ 
~gggmifi Xs1!Ql!l. 

Ill 

stato]District 
IU 

~ ot iemal.o • ~ growth o"l • I 

Giril eo- ' •• Location fopulat.ton Crop_ving r:ean 
Codo So. vorkors to agricul.tu- per hectare 1ntcm1ty et.fieient size of 

totB~ teun~o rGl output ot &rosa Grosa cro- or concon- hold1f8 
population crop~od aroa pped area/ traticn of (teet-

Uet sown land holtU.D& are) 

.: 1 :::: :a: : I : : t :·: : 3 : :: . § : : :: : ,: : i : :::a~ :z ::: ::. 8 :: 
1:-UN.TAB 

1. Gurwlaspur 0.?3 8.97 .3.07 1.66; o.;?'lt 2.13 

2. Awr1tser 0.93 1.98 3.30 1.57$ 0.506 2.11 

3. Firozpar 0-75 7.14 3.32 1.33; o.5S5 ).13 

a.. Ludhiana o.82 ?.98 J.ot. 1.660 o.;oJ 3.1; 

'· Julltmder 0.78 7.46 ,3.62 ,.,;o 0.$60 2.36 

6. Kapurthala o.so 9.3!t 2·59 1.61.3 0.558 2.17 

1. Eoshierpur 0.83 ?.lt-1 3.10 1.$95 0.6'.1 1.81 

8. Roper 0.64 ?.oo 3.22 1.486 0.599 2.12 

9· fat1ala 0.68 8.1? 2.$6 1.517 0.516 4.~ 

10. Gqrur o.~t,'l 1.3'1 1.81 1.513 0.498 ... ,o 
1t. Bbatinda 0.)1 6.31 2.0? 1.35'2 0.360 4.53 
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Loca 011 ma 
Code Bo. workers in 1n 
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cultural. act1- sector a ector see tor 
w1t1• to to ta1 

: :J : L 2 I::: § ,a;: ~~r~? : : ia ::: : 13 i§ :: 
PUIJ.Aa 

'· GuMaapur 67.08 3.33 27.67 12-?S 9·32 17.9lt 

2. AmP! tau 93.68 lt-11 22.29 7?.60 8.19 1!t.20 

). Ftrospur 11.22 s.ae 12.17 88.0? tt.;a 7.3) 

... Ludbtana 90.91 lt.?6 23.07 76.6? 9·19 1].;t. 

;. Julluncter a;.?; . s.oo 30.50 69.69 11t.Sl 1$.7] 

6. lapurthala 83.16 20.00 21.68 79.ot. a.,; 12.09 

1. Hoebi&rlJllr 38.88 J.13 .)).S2 69.Y/ 10.76 19.81 

8. Roper .. 3.1S 3.10 :Q.?\t 12.1S 10.98 16.27 

9· Patiala 82.28 a..s-. 18.36 82.31 8.08 9.;o 
10. Gqi"UJ' 88.1t7 3.33 18.19 8\.61 6.91 a. so 
11. Dbattnda 10.46 33.33 12.33 88.73 a..s; 6.\2 



(xl) 

J: I ::: ::: : :: l.:' : :: § : ; I: : 6 z B : 
BJBt.li.A 

,. .lmbala 0·99 6.41 12.17 , . .., .. o.;19 2.?; 

2. Kamal 1.1t0 8.30 a.;lt 1.S61 o.S61 3.4-l 

). Rohtak 2.07 3.11 2.16 1.)12 '1. 5·12 3.$9 

lt. GtlJ'I&OD 2.13 ;.s6 2.3) 1.390 1.390 2.71 

;. ltaballdnaarll ... 39 ;.s2 3.11 1.;68 1 •. S68 3.93 

6. Btaaar 3.01 lt.16 1.SJ 1.29 .. 1.294 ...96 
I 

?. Jill4 2.72 ;.1? 2.1t0 1.a.53 1.1t;3 lt.61 

WBB1' BIIOAL 

1· Dar~••lilts 2S.88 3.2"' ;.38 1e2J9 ·- 3.06 

2. Jalpa1aur:1 10.66 2e62 ;.Jlt 1.3CY/ 0.59? 1.sa 
l· Cooeh Bebar , ... 9 1.88 ;.1:} 1.600 o.~t1.2 1.Slt 

1t. weat D1naJpUI' 2.1S 2.39 3.S2 1.3?3 o.lt68 1.66 

S• Hal4a 3.38 3.07 lt-96 .,.lt03 · o.sao 1.23 

6. Munhld.abad 2.1t2 J.lt7 6.08 1.5.39 o.a.16 1.06 

7· 5ad.ta 1.;? 2.11 s.J9 1.602 o.a.11 1.31 



(xl1) 

,: J : I: . :. : § :: : : : : 10 ::: ii :: :;g : : 13 .: ii ·: 
B.&a'i.ANA 

1. Jud)fll.a 28.66 10.00 30.10 69.89 11.2Jt. 18.8? 

2. Kamal. 83.86. J.4S 19.)1 81.at. 1·99 10.7'1 

3. Bohtak 3'1.1) , ... , 26.22 ?lh61 9.1U 1S.96 ... Guraaon Jlt..01 1.01 30.0$ 71.41 12.83 1S.?6 

s. llahelldracarh 1;.68 o.S'o 22.$2 79.'+0 6.JS 1lt.2S 

6. Bidar ;;.1ft 1.11 11.03 85.25 ;.69 9·06 

1· Jirl4 68.,. o.ss 18.96 Slt.OO ,~~29 8.?1 

t."'la% BIIGAL 

1. .DarJeeUna · 3.?8 - lt9.SS 71.10 9.0? 1lt.83 

2. Jalpai&UJ>1 1.;9 o., .. 38.1t1 83.09 2.76 11t.1; 

.]. Coach Behar lt-98 0.11t 10.26 89-92 3.13 6.9; ... We•t DinaJp&U" 2. .. 1 o.oa 8.66 89.20 lt.9!) ;.a; 
s. hlda '·" 0.1lt- 16.'10 7/.66 13.91 8.37 

6. MlU'Sb.tdabad. 22.?1 0.23 ,., ..... 86.22 ;.;? 8.21 

1· Badla lt.6lt. 0.33 «!1.68 68.92 21.64 9.ltS 



(xU~) 

i :. I 2 :: I: :a : § : ., § : : : :?' B : 
a. at.-rarsanaa ,.aa. 0.08 13.01. 1.119 o.;23 o.9s 
9· Howrab 0.89 1.10 26.76 1.161t o.lt60 o.so 

11.1· Hoogbq ;., .. a,.. a; 12.at. 1.3S9 o.lt88 0.91 

12. Buctwan ;.63 2.02 9.4-1 1.136 o.lt?l 1.1t0 

1.). BirbbWD lt.J8 '+.01 ;.71f, 1.2;3 o.lt42 ,.so , ... .eauura 8.19 2.01 6.31 1.o;a. O.lt60 1·39 

1S. Midnaporo ~.,,. a. sa 7.1; 1.01; 0.\91 1.00 

16. Purulia 9·83 2.82 6.3; 1.0if.O 0.366 1.28 

aunu. FBADBSB 

,. Sr.lk&kUl.am 27.96 -0·29 ;.23 1.100 o.SBB 1.18 

2. Viaakhapatnam 26.30 -0.29 0.13 1.170 o.sss 1.1t3 

J. East Go4avar1 19.60 -o.ss o.;6 1.310 0.611 t.S? 

... W.at Go4a'tar1 ~.14 1.;3 $.18 1.273 0.611 1.86 

;. Kriabna 23-Sl 0.61 t..O) 1.3QS o.S9tt- t-81 

6. G&mtur 26.33 o.?»t !t.67 1.220 o.S93 1·1l 

'1· On& ole 2it.78 o.~ 3.S3 t.oso 0.5'93 2.;8 .. 



(x1111) 

1 :: 1 : :z::::: ·: : 9: :Jo : : : Jl: 12 j ·: :•l , :I : ]§ 

8. ~PU&emtS 3.59 0.25 20.04 83.1·r· : 5.6;- 11.21t 

9· Bovrah 13.3't 1.06 J9.S'I 6;.10 18.01 16.89 

11. BoQSb}T lt9.49 o;.J\ 26.17 76.10 - 10.10 13.80 

12. Bur4wen ~~~28 e. a., 32.'-2 72 .. 31 1~!t:. 9-26 

13. Birbhum }8.62 0.11 16.30 ?;.It? It-50 20.02 

11t. Bankura 33.;0 Oi11 tS.o9 86.80 12.91 ?.76 
1;. B1dnapon 13.S1 0.19 1S.12 as. ?It ;.10 9.1; 

16. Pu.rul1e. ?.84 o.ott 17.9lt St-79 ?.01 8.19 

~DBRA PBAimml ,. Srtk.akulna ;1.08 O.ltlt 23.28 8lt.11 ;.92 9·98 

2. Visakha;atnam lt1.16 0.~ .. 21.33 84.S3 6.a..? 9·00 

3. But Godnari 66.19 . 2.17 2'/.72 89.19 9.13· 13.67 

... \'est Godavari 78.88 2.9\- 23-38 83.13 ;.98 10.89 

;. Krishna 6;.oo 1.92 2s.2a. 82.28 , ... , 10.31 

6. Owtur lt7.26 0.18 21.9; 82.8; ?.;2 9.63 
.,. ODiOle 19.12 0.18 JB.oo 80.39 9.011. 10.;7 



(.aU~) 

;:: : : : I I : ::, :: : : : I :: : :: : l : § : : :5 :::& : 2 8 :. 
a. SelloN 2;.7S o.?}+ s.;o 1.101. o.;93 1.87 

9· Ch1tt.ore 23.)6 2.80 lt.19 1.120 o.S63 1a7J 

10. Cllddapab 22.71 -1.2; 3.79 .1.080 0.;'76 2.31t 

11· Anantpur 29-Jit -1.)2 2·12 1.at.o o.;s1 t..lt1 

12. Eu.mool 31.7:; O.?lt 2.0;? t.062 o.S9l 3.91 

13. BGbbubn&&&r 3;.ao -1.82 1.81 1.090 o.;~t? ).9ff. 

, ... Byderaba4 3\.0S -3.72 7-53 1.060 O.S92 s.o1 
1S. He4ak 31.88 -S·l2 2.77. 1.080 0.612 - \.26 

16. llt&amabad. 3\.60 ,.,.. .. , 3.98 1.090 0.609 2.02 

17. A411abad 28.1S -0.89 2·19 1.020 o.S6l 3.39 
18. Karllmaaar 33.30 -O.S7 J.Jo 1.090 0.6\3 2.10 

19. waransal 2?.63 0.37 J.lt? 1.100 0.621. 2.?8 

20. Khamaa 2;.60 -0.11t. o.a.a 1.030 o.s12 2.96 
21. Ba1gonda 28.63 1.22 o.1a. 1.070 0.$76 3.68 



(zlv) 

j 2 ::t ;o 1i : ·:;z : :: jJ :: , .. 
a. llellore 62.lt3 0.18 2lt. 12 83.3S 6.89 9.7/ 

9· Chltton 33.a.1 1.1s 18.S8 86.81 5·19 ?.Ita 

10. Cudclapab 26.3S 1.32 23.28 ''·90 8.98 9.12 

11. Alwltpur 11.80 0.30 19.ga. 8?.22 6.1\t 6.63 

12· Kw:noo1 9-96 0.18 lt6.a.7 BS.Bt 6.11 8.08 

13. 11abbulmqar 10.30 O.llt 22..60 85.63 7.8o 6.;8 , ... Byderabad tt.6S 1.33 33.86 19.63 9-96 10.tt.1 ,,. Medak 17.'57 O.S'9 2lt.11 s»t.22 ?.Sit 7.,. 
16. liS&JIIlba4 lt3.~ 1.89 ~.06 S1.1t6 3.),.60 1?.9\ 

17. M1laba4 6.08 0.16 2lt.1S 83.29 s.;, 8.12 

18. J:arSamqar 21.1t? 0.?; 32.99 n.ao 1S.lt9 6.17 

19. \-.'ar'a1'lla1 2'1·1'1 · o.;2 26..39 81.61 10.02 8.31 

20. lhamaa 1s.;o 0.82 .22.76 83.71 8.03 8.21 

21. Ralaonda 23.02 ,.,6 27.08 80.77 10.98 8.2S 



(xl,i) 

: 1 :: 2 :: • l: !!! : : ·: : : ' I : :: ::2:: B :::: 
MABAf'lASBSA 

2. Thana 211.61 -2.;2 10.;8 0.100 o.IJ+1 2.82 

3. Kolaba 2;.30 0.31 ?.OJ 0.103 IJA 2.09 

Jt. llatnqir1 29·66 t.Jlt. 6.$2 0.101 o.69t a..14 

;. Basik 29·22 -2.7$ 2.73 0.1ot. o.1t91 lt-67 

6. Dbu.Ua 21·92 -s.o2 2 • .39 0.109 o.a.J? lt.SS 

1· Ja]&aon 26.lt0 -8.1t1 2.S? 0.10'1 o • ..aa. 3.73 

8. Abudn&&ar ao.ltS .;.29 1.83 0.10lt o.,.o; ;.19 

9· POOI1& 19-S'O -s.ott 3.32 0.101 o.;60 lt.03 

10. Sa tara 1?.81 -2.?2 3.10 0.108 o.s&~+ 2.69 

11. Gql1 11.;8 -S.21 2.6; 0.102 o.;as 3-JS 

12. Dholapar 16.50 -8.48 2.03 0.101t 0.488 ;.91t 

13. Xolha}iur 18.JM. 1.26 ;.lt6 0.101 0.600 2.01 

14. -8.29 
<I 

t.ltB o.a.JS AUran&abacJ 23.91 0.106 6.02 

1S. P&rbhani 22.ltl -6.28 1.1t6 0·10? o.1t28 6.37 



(zl.vit) 

J : i' : : :: ·:: : :; :: io: 11 : : ::ta ]l : . ]![: 

f;!ABAASB'mA 

2. !ban a 1.2S 0.13 29.6; 61..1 .. 9.11 26.7) 

3. Kolaba 2.1S O.Oit 23.;9 86.39 ;.;, 8.~ 

... Batneatrt 1.62 o.26 alt.19 8?., .. lt-38 8.08 
;. saan 9·98 ,.o; 16.)9 88.60 lt-68 6.63 

6. Dbu.Ua 9-83 0.99 1).08 90.S6 3.10 ;.?~J 

?. Jal,gaon 10.1t6 o.9t 16.38 88.86 ... 2t. 6.90 

a. AblladJlaiar 13.19 1.03 19.66 85.18 ?.lt; 1.36 

9· Poona 12.21 1.00 23.0\t 81.~ 8.67 9·39 
10. sa tara 13 ... ? 1.12 23.23 83.22 ?.1; 9.63 

11. Sql1 9.tt6 1.09 19.88 81..1; 1.a.6 8.39 
12. Sholapur 10.Jit o.s2 31t.63 87.91 ;.so 6.29 

13. Kolbapur 11.;t. 3.13 18.86 86.06 1·"- 6.51 

14. Aaranaabad !nOS O.ltl 11t-.S1 89·59 t..S9 ;.83 

1;. Parbhani 1.1~ 0.36 12.19 91.1t2 0.0. lt-10 



{:xlv111) 

:: j 2, : : ]_ p ; ·: :; § . ::: :? ·: a 

16. Bbir 18.83 -8.89 1.t¥+ I 0.108 o.~ 6.09 

1?. Banded 19.18 -s.o,. 1.81 0.103 o.a.~ ... 93 
0 

18. oamanabad 16.17 -7.)f.1 1.63 0.105 o.ltl6 6.?2 

19. Buldhana 319.92 -4.09 1.81 0.10$ o.S19 4.92 

20. Altola 32.22 -3 ... 3 1.9; 0.102 o.;12 ;.o; 
21. .Amr&Yat1 28.9; -s •. 2l 2.29 0.101 0.520 ll.22 

22. Ieotmal 33.10 -0.56 1., 0.101 o.tt41 ?.11 

23. Wal"dha 30.9 ... -0.37 1.$t 0.102 o.lt7S s.?lf. 
2\. Rqpur )2.11 -1.lt9 3.58 0.102 O.tt-19 ;.11 

25. Bbandara tt1.10 -0.29 0.35 o •. 1J3 B.A. 2.16 

26. Chandrapu:r 27.31 -o.67 0.2!t 0.108 o.;ao 3.71 



(xliz) 

: ' ::: :a : ,. ta·: 1' : ]i : 13 ]§ 

16· Bh1r lt-62 0.11 13.1!t 90.10 3.86 '·" ,,. Banded 1.32 0.61 11+.61+ 89.1&t. s.ao 5-81 

18. Osmanabad. 2.91 0.21 13.63 90.11 lt.36 ;.;2 
19. Buldhana 1.s1 o.slt 12.81 92.02 3.2 .. lt.74 

20. Akola o.s9 o.tta 12.36 91.62 3.37 S.18 

21. Aaaravat1 1.81. o.?4 13.21 89.9lf, '*·63 ;.It) 

22. Yeotmal. 0.60 o.l1 13.42 90.16 lt-.;6 4.68 

23· wardha 2.19 o.sl 17.39 87.91 ,.89 8.20 

24. •eapur 6.9; 0.69 21+.30 88.13 3.98 7.88 

2). Bbandara 33.26 o.s; 26.S6 89.37 ).18 ?.1t6 

26. Chandra pur 16.61 0.31f. 18.80 90.61 ).18 6.21 



&lhaiu1!!:-2 
&llmQir!~ !Ui!QHI 

Location lame or G state/ !I o£ lemali sez litlo J "of iirbm" Ratio Of I %Of 
oode Ho. · district worken to population cb114Joen arovtb ot 

total remale to total belOW S ~~alation populatioa population years aae 61-11) 
to WOtll!tll 

::::; : : ••• 2 : : :: : :::: :3 :: :: . : ::l::tt : 5 
1n ~· a-.P 2: I :: ~~T . : ": 

PU&TAB 

'· Gllf'Qdaapu:r . 0.73 893 20.26 69lt 24.08 

2. Amritaar 0.93 862 29.11 666 21.a.B 

3. :Ptrozpur 0.73 868 19.fllt. 663 18.60 

... Ludb1ana o.aa 859 Jlt.81 S61t 18.02 

;. JuUundur 0.18 88S 30.06 620 16.11 

6. bpurthala o.;o 90it 23.21 61.2 24.68 
,. Hoahiarpur 0.83 9()11. 12.09 672 19.11 

a. Bopar 0.61. 8;9 15·1' 70S 18.9lt 

9. Patiala 0.68 8ltl. 26.03 68o 26.66 

10. San&rur 0.47 832 20.31 587 18-.62 

11. BhaU.nda o.;, 851 20.00 596 21t..16 



(11) 

f : J: :: :::::: : : r 3: §:: ::,:: 5 lt : : z: : ::: 
BSY:.OA 

,. Mibal.a 0.99 8.S2 31.39 ?13 28.90 

2. Kamal 1.1t0 8)3 1?.01 810 33.20 

J. Rob to 2.01 88; 1S.69 189 22.8o ... GUI8,aon 2.13 868 18.S1 832 J\..ltO 

s. Jlabent!reaam ... 39 90 ... 10.22 786 26.60 

6. Biaav 3.01 871 1S.93 812 31.50 

?. .1'11'14 2.72 861 13.24 891 36.11 

WBS~ BDQAL 

1. DarJeel.ina 2).88 910 23.05 2S$'O 25.33 
2. Jal.paJ.curi 10.66 89l 9.60 82lt 28.0) 

). ('ooeh Bebar 1.49 923 6.83 998 38.92 

... West DiDaJpur 2.?S 923 9.,. 922 37.66 

s. 11alda 3.38 95'1 rl.22 792 31.89 . 

6. llurabidab&d 2.-.a 9S8 a. .. ; 867 28.St 

?. I adJ. a 1.S'7 9S2 18.1lt 823 29.63 . 

a. 24-Paraanaa 1.2lt- 93S 3;.1; '/S2 21.92 



(Ut) 

: i a: :: : ' : : :s:: ::: : : ::: :§: ::5 : I::.::::§ . 2 :: 
9· Bowrah o.89 ,.., lt1.93 822 ,,.68 

11. Booa!ll7 ;., .. 9lt-O 26.1t? 798 27.82 

12. Burdwan ,.63 918 2:2. '11 162 19·92 

13. B1rbbua ... 38 914· 1.03 ,.... 22.12 , ... Banlmra I 8.19 961 ?.lt? 71+2 21.9. 

''· Hidnapore S.1S 9S2 ?.6) 698 26.98 

16. P\lrulJ.a 9.83 970 8.26 621 16.01 

Al.llll\A PlW)ESil 

1. Sr.U:akulaa 27.96 1021 10.6; sa; 11.'/'J 

2. Visakhapatnam 26.)0 1008 22.30 St.9 12.18 

3. But Godavari 19.60 991 19.23 . S13 17.3) 

... West Godavari 2!..11+ 9~ 1?.11 S61 11.t.o 

;. Xristm.a 23.Sl 969 2'1-2? S86 11t..18 

6. Gun tar 26.33 91ft. 24.98 S87 19·37 

'1. OD&ole 2'+.18 989 11.01 S88 13.28 



(1111) 

:: ; :: :::: :~ : : : 1 : :::: l § ::: ! : : :·::§: :: :2= 
a. llellore 2$.75 989 15·17 )Ita 13.25 

9· Chittoor 2J.S6 96;. 13 ... , S71 16.6; 

10. CWI4apah 22.71 9()0 1lt.18 )91 16.20 

11. - jj.nant.pur 29.31+ 9SO 11.11 618 19.16 

12. Kul"AAOl 31.7) 913 20.30 691 27.18 

13. Hahbubnqar ~.80 992 8.91 666 22.90 

11t. ll,yderabact 34.o; 912 (Q.88 636 22.26 

,;. .Nedak 31.88 988 ~.;, 6S'2 18.05 

16. ll1caubad 3\.60 1012 1S.91t- 61S 26.93 

1?. Adilabad 28.1S 986 ''·92 675' Z/.01 

18. h~taaaar 33.30 990 10.72 ;86 16.3) 

19· wannaal 27.63 9S9 13.\3 669 22.00 

20. lb8l:aD 2S.60 961 t3.S9 7lS 27.1t0 

21. lialaonda 28.63 869 6.69 6Slt 18.88 



(11v) 

:: i :: I -

} ::: :. : :: : ~ l :::::.:.::: ::' :: :::s. 3 ! :: :§:I:,: I: t: I a 

JWlARASnmA 

a. ~ana 2lt.61 9\lt. 36.23 666 26.1; 

.). Eo lab a 25.30 101? 12.08 137 -16.62 

it. Ratnag1r1 29-66 1267 8.1to lt91 a..;a 
;. Built 29.22 ~ a8.Bt. ?Oit. 22.49 

6. l)bulla 21 .. 92 961 1?.30 6~ 21.06 

7. J&\lgaon 26.1JO 9S8 2.3.6S 6S7 18.;1 

8. Jbaeaeaar ao.'+s 961 11.08 701 27.00 
-

9· Poona 19.50 983 ... ,.aa. 682 21.0lt 

10. Satan 1?.81 1061 13.16 639 17.96 
11. suglJ. 11.;8 962 18.63 661 20.6? 

12. SholaPQJ" 16·.50 960 2?.36 121t- 22.16 

13. Jtob1apur 18.lti+ 980 21.;o 918 24.76 

14. Al1ftl'l&&bad 23.91 960 16.70 1Jit. 21t.19 ,,. Parbban1 22.1tl 969 16.06 702 21.6? 



(lv} 

: j :: a:: l: : : : s: : ;: : :: : § : :: .: :l:: 
16. Bhir 18.83 963 11.61 132 2;.92 

17. Banded 19.18 96? 16.32 162 26.60 

18. 0$118Deb84 . 16.;;t1 9Sl 12.1f.9 ?31 25.60 

19- Buldhana Jlt.92 965 1?.56 658 11.14-

.20. Akol.a 32.22 9S't 2l.S3 ?6S 23.92 

21. Amravau 28.9) ·~ 2?.SS 101t 22.62 

22. l'eotmal 33.10 969 13.62 1S9 28.10 

23. Wa.rdba 30.9lt 963 aa..s1 '111 21.;2 

24. &a,apur 32.11 91t9 ;t..32 106 22.Y/ 

2S. Bhandara lt1.10 99a. 11.38 w.. 2it-12 

26. Chandrapur 21.31 981 10.19 668 28.9t 



Ael'!n~x-]0 
Sos&o=Cn).tutftl. V!£1ablel 

Loeatl«l. State]Dl8trle£ · J or t'emale !I at l'emai8 :! 2l lif.iiiii ana :iiucmJi!d lii!lii 
Code No. worken to 11 terate and in prima.J7 between abowe 

total J'emales educated le'Yel prima17 4: bi&her 
population Br.seey. secondary 

j l li s:::: ~·:f ':':'t~':! :: a £ 

PUJIJ.IB 

1. Gurudupur 0.?3 21.73 8S•92 13.11 0.31 

2. Aaritaar 0.93 20.3 82.73 16.'$ 0.1'/ 

3. l'irosJJur 0.?; 1).24 86.20 12•67 1.13 

... Ludbiana 0.82 21.19 19•"- 18.61t. 1.92 

;. Jullunder 0.?8 26.71 Slt.Slt 1l+.;a o.~ 

6. K.apurtbal.a o.;o 21.9 a;.lt6 13.?1 0.83 

7. Boab1arpur 0.83 2?.82 83.63 1;.a.9 0.88 

8. Roper 0.611- 30.lt1 88.87 10.83 o.l 
9· Patial.a 0.68 29.69 86.93 8.97 '+-10 

10. sanarur o.lt7 13.18 89.16 10.10 o.n 
11. Bbat1nda o.s1 10.7 88.12 10.;1 1·31 



(~v;ti) 

Location J of married ;c or lddoved/ % of schad uled J of scheduled State/Diatrict 
Code No. .females to divorced re- cute women tribe women 

total females males in total 

1 2 B 
'ema~eg 

2 ~ T 10 ll 

PUNJAB 

1. , Gurudaspur 40.2S 8.08 22.99 -
' 

2. Amr1tsar 42.S8 s.Ja 26.96 -' 

3.. flrozpur 41.80 s.12 2ll-~17 -
4. Ludlt1ana 42.8S ?.72 30.51 -
;. Jullunder lt3.94 ;.92 36.83 -
6. Kapurthala 4-1.30 ;.11 26.39 -
'1· Hosh1arpur lt2.a.tt ?.06 30.02 -
8. . Roper lt4.38 6.14. 23.27 -
9· Patial.a lt-3.18 4.33 25.06 -

10. sans.rur 43.93 ; .. ;o 25.67 

11. Bhatinda 1.3. 3lt ;.87 28.?7 -



(].~111) 

: 1 r :a: : :: :I II I :3 ::: :: :: §! : ; : : :: f) 
" 

2 

BARYANA 

1. Arab ala 0.99 1S.75 83.66 1lt.91t 1.1t0 

2. Kamal 1.1t0 8.99 86.1 13.35 o.ss 
,3. Robtak 2.07 12.23 81.17 17.2) 1.sa 
... Ouqaon 2.13 a.;a. 8?.lt-9 12.1t6 o.o; 
;. Ma.bendreaal"b ....39 7.26 92.16 1.o; 0.19 

6. Bisaar 3.01 7.1 .. 88.60 10.lt1 0.99 

7. J1D4 2.12 3.88 91.20 a.o 0.80 

WES1fBDGAL 

1. DarJ••liD& as.aa 1$.88 81hlt2 1 ... 93 0.6S 

2. Jalp&iaur1 10.66 11.52 S~t.;s 1lt-98 o.lt6 
3. Cooeb Debar 1.49 9.22 82.41t 17.10 O.lt6 

"'· Wut D1Dajpgr a.?S 8.81. 88.03 11.37 0.60 ,. Hllld& 3.38 7.S6 81.13 11.?7 o.;o 
6. llurahidabad a.a.a 9-99 83.21t 16.17 o.s9 
?. Badi.a 1.S? 11.S6 ~.oa 13.8Jt o.ltB 
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BARYARA. 
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1. .Ambala 41t..2lt 5.30 28.25 -
2. Ka.rnal. lt-5.66 4.79 20.96 -
3. Robtak 47.27 ; • .Y. 18.66 -
4. Gurgaon 46.72 ;.67 17.1+9 -
;. Mahendragarb 47.62 6.30 1$.39 -
6. Hissar 45.1t0 

:jft 
5.07 23.17 

7. Jind 49.30 lt-.711- 20.a.2 -
WBSTBF.NGAL 

1. Darjeeling Jlt.09 6.82 13.81 16.1t0. 

2. Jal.paigur1 38.60 6.78 36.30 27.39 

3. Cooch Behar 35.11 9.32 Jt9.78 o.81 

q.. West D1na3pt.tr 40.71 7.56 24..'1') 13.19 

'· Mal.da lt0.87 7.1lf. 17.07 8.60 

6. . Murshidabad 39.05 10.20 12.32 1.43 

"· Badia 37.27 11.10 23.93 1.63 
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a. 24-Parganaa 1.2 .. 16.lt7 84.'15 14.65 0.60 

9· Bownh 0.89 20.62 85-19 13.S8 0.63 

1~ Booabq ,.,. 22.32 83.33 16.01 0.66 

12. Burdven ;.63 19.8? 82.80 16.S3 0.6? 

13. Birbbum lt.l8 1;.8) B6.S9 13-0S" 0 • .36 

11t.. Bankura 8.19 12.88 89.93 9.82 o.as 
,;. Midnapore ;.1; 11.75 8lt.56 1S.12 0.32 

16. Purulia 9.83 ).98 13 ... ; 2;.23 0.32 

.OIIlRA PRAlliSB 

1. Sr1JUtkulaa 27.96 ?.t.9 92.;2 ?.38 0.10 

2. Viaakhapatnam 26.30 S.S2 91.1t0 S.lt? 0.13 

]. EM t Qodear1. 19.60 20.76 92.SO ?.lt2 O.o8 ... ••• t Godnari 21..11t 2).28 91.1t7 S.it1 0.12 

;. babna 2J.SJ 22.69 72.93 26.86 0.21 

6. Gunt~ Mall 17.10 76.61 22.82 O.S1 

1· OD&ole att.78 10.67 81.;0 18.22 0.28 
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s. 2la-Parganaa Js.;s 10.57 31.63 2.37 

9· Bovrab 38.03 10.96 18.0S 0.12 , .. Booa~ 3lt.,.. 13.18 23.81t t..S? 
12. Burdwen 39.S2 11.92 29.12 7.31 

13. B1rbbua a.o.a, 12.lt8 30.49 ?.;o , .... Bankura 39.11 13.68 28.90 11.20 

1S. Midnapore '+1.10 11.71 13.98 8.6? 

16. PUNlia a.J.as 1J.Sit 1lt.72 3.93 

AIImlA .PiWlBSB 

1. Srikakul.aa ttlk01 11t.lt4 9.32 8.9S 
2. v 18akhapatnam tta..69 1).S9 7.10 1J.a.; 

3. But Gadnar1 $3.01 13.02 18.29 lt.68 

.... Weat Godn'ar1 lt6.3S 12.02 15.~ 2.1t9 

s. Jtriabna ~9· 10.83 11.91 2.38 
6. Guntur ltih72 13.03 ,., ... J.9S 
1· On&ola ltlt-.. 2 13.S2 9·87 2.8o 



(LUi) , : a :: : 3 : Jt :: : :: 3 : .. ::::::&. :::: ' a. llellore 2$.1$ 11t.03 87.18 12.63 0.18 

9· Cbittoon 2J.S6 10..83 8?.?2 12.18 0.10 

10. Cud.de.pah 22.71 9.61 90.28 9.S8 0.1 .. 

11. Anaatpur 29.34 1·91 81.31 18.9t o.oo 
12. l.umool 31.7) 8.88 82.Jit. i?.S3 0.13 

13. Mabbubnttaar 3S.80 s.aJ 79.S'1 20.23 0.20 

, .... Byderabe! Jtt.os . 1·09 80.71 18.18 0.51 

1;. Hed.ak 31.88 lt-94 8?.99 11.86 o.1s 
16. B1uaabad 3lh60 $.19 7S.18 2a..;a 0.2lf. 

17. Ad1labad 28.15 J.?!t 86.1t8 13.52 o.oo 
18. K&ri81a&V 33.30 it-6) ?O.It2 29.33 o.2s 
19. waranaa1 2.1.63 6.21 79·12 22.71 o.t? 

20. lhuaa 2;.60 8.lt3 92·22 1.33 o.a.; 

21. Ralgonda 28.63 ?.ca. 18.~1 21.Z1 0.26 
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8. liellore lt.3.32 1lt..o8 21.97 8.06 

9· Chit tore 41..16. 13.47 19.16. 3.12 

10. Cudapah .. 2.70. 13.?3 12.01 . 1.81 

11. Anantpur 41.70. 12.29 14.')7. 3.58 

12. lturnool a.?.'$7- 12.19 11.90 . 1.1s 

13. J.1abbubnaga.r 47.36. 1.3.03 1?. 7'5. 0.31 , ... Byderabad 47.69. 11.03 21.'$7. 0.11 

''~ Medllk lt8.9)+. 12.68 16.44 0.01 

16. Nizamabad ;o.83 14.lt9 16.63 0.04 

17. Adilabad lt.9.1la- 12.15 18.1lt- . 15.;2 

18~ Karimnagar ;o.;4 11.93 19.')9 0.89 

19. Warangal 48.7; 10.13 16.61 2.66 

20. Khamam lt-3.13 9.96 12.13 17.03 

21. Halgonda lt-7. 73 11.49 16.11 o.o3 
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MABARASE'l'RA 

2. Tbana 2lt..61 18.?'+ 18.2; 21.08 0.61 

). .lolaba 2;.30 20.82 8S.62 14.07 0.31 

it. Ratnag1r1 29.66 2'1.19 85.76 14.06 0.18 

s. tlaaik 29.22 16.2? 86.0? 13 ..... o.a.9 
6. Db...Ua 21.92 16.10 ss.s9 13.90 o.s1 

1· Ja]&aon 26.40 2?.93 8;.92 13.87 0.21 

s. Abaactnaaar ao.a.; 20.11 86.32 13.37 0.31 

9- Poona 19.SO 19.3; 83.92 16.06 o.o2 
10. sa tara 11.81 21.?0 Stt.;lt 1;.10 O.J6 

11· sana~t 11.;8 19.;3 81.30 18.29 o ... , 
12· Sbo1apur 16.SO 1S.23 87.1t? 12.38 0.1S 

13. Xolbapur 18.¥t 11t.S2 SJ+.It1 1S.33 0.26 

,,._ Aurqabad 23.91 9·91 8?.13 12.17 0.11 

15. Parbhan1 22 ... 3 8.22 83.93 . 16.07 o.oo 
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.: :i.: : : : a :: : g: 2 3D : n·: 
2. Thana ..... 11 8.36 1.33 39 • .30 

3. Kolaba lt3.9; 10.21 1.06 9.2 .. 

1+. BatneatrJ. lt0.83 ?.10 2.o; 0." 
s. Bulk 46.;0 8.17 3.9 .. 31.?6 

6. :Dbul1a '+4.18 a.~ta .3.46 ltl.?lt 

?. Ja]&aon 4S'.OS 11.1lt lt-01 1·36 
a. Ahmadl'.llt&ar a.s.13 9.00 9·51 7.21 

9· Poona lt-$.01 9·21 lt.61 ;.~6 

10. Sa tara lt$.22 11.18 ;.12 0.20 

11. Sql1 )f-).27 11.18 9·9»+ 0.16 

12. Sbol&,PUI' ltlt.88 10.48 16.1lt. o.lf.tt 

13. l.olba_pur a.J.72 10.9; 12.0 .. 0.20 , ... .lurangabad 46.81 9-?lt 5.81 1.91 

1;. .Parcban1 lt6.S8 10.It8 s.15 3.3S 
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16. Bb1J" 18.83 8.96 8?.92 11.95 0.13 

11· B8Jlded 19.18 ?.Ita 8$.21 1~.?2 0.01 

18. Oamanabad 16.27 12.83 85.$0 1'+.lt.6 o.Oit 

19· Buldhsna Jlh92 19-1S 88.39 11.61 0.00 

20. Akola 32.22 21.80 86.96 12.9S 0.09 

21· AmraaU 28.95 21.26 81.11 18.11 0.12 

22. :teotaaal 33.10 16.73 8$.75 1lt.16 0.09 

23. hardb& J0.9lt as ... ; 82.62 17.13 0.25 
2tt. •aapur )2.11 19.60 a;.23 1\.!t.J O.Jlt. 

2;. Bbandara a.1.10 18.23 87.61 12.12 0.21 

26. Chandra pUP 27.31 12.12 87.9lt- 11.?2 o..J. 
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16. Bb1r 1+?.16 8.37 13.12 0.38 
1?. &and eel 4?.21 10.19 9·93 ~t.B8 

tS.. oamanabad lt6.S. 13.08 16.06 O.tlt 

19. Bulcthana "·99 11.25 s.a.o 0.00 

20. Akola ltlt. 51 10.37 4.81 o.oo 
21. Amrlrl&t1 lt1.S9 10.39 ~t.olt. ?.18 

22. Yeotmal. '+3.13 10.29 3.73 1.$.81 

2.]. illardha a.J.llt 21.$? 2.46 o.oo 
2it. Ra,spu:r ~,.. 1o.;s lt.ot. OQOO 

a;. Bhandan lt1.S8 9.93 4.87 o.oo 
26. Chqrapur t.5.S2 10.66 a..31 1S.S6 
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