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PREYATE

The problem of Northern Ireleand, rasulting from the
sntagonism between the Protestant majority and the Catholic
rinority &s & major question which has engaged the British
Government, end the people as well, since 1969, Deapite
various ef forts, the problem eludes & solution, Although
the origin of tho presant problenm could be traced ¢« t:ho
Act o 1920, whtch sundered Horthern Ireland from its
southern pert, the problem agsumed a serious dimension in
1969 when the Pyovince witnessed widegpread riots and k111ings.
As the situation deteriorste’ further the Pritigh Govermment
placed the Province under ita ‘JSirect Rule’ in March 1972,
after disaclving the local Parliament. sSince then, torthern
Ireland wvag under the 'Direct Rule' of Wegtminster, ex:=ept
for a short period of S months from 1 January @ 27 May 1974
vhen the Province had 8 power-sghearing governmente The rain
objective of this stuwdy is o examine the problem of Forthem
Ireland en snalyse the turn of evants related ¢ it for a
period from 1968 to 1981. This has been one by gpecially
facussing the attitudes and reaponses of principsl actors
most dirxectly concerned - the Brifish Governmemt, the Political
Perties of Britein and Northern Ireland, and the Irish
Republ ic - towvards this problen,

while prwsascuring this study, I received help from &
nunbey of individusls and inatitutionas. Tiret of all I would
1ike t acknowledge the inwvaluable help I received, &t all
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stages of this study, from Dr. B, Vivekanandan, under whoae
sywerision this vork has been done, I owe my deap songe
of gratitude to him, 3Similerly, I owe a grest dsal ¢ my
grandfather and perents with. ut whose ayport I would not
have bean sble to uniertake this work. Also, I would like
to expreas Iy sincore thanks 0 Mre R.P, Oolechorn, First
Jecretary (Information), Britiah High Cormission, New Delhi,
late Mr, R,u. Conghaile, former Tirst iecretary of the
Erbagsy of Irelend, lNew Delhi and Mr. Deniel Mulhell, the
3econd Jecratary of the game Frbassy, wvho had provided me
with aubstantial primary documents, My sincere thanks are
due to My, Pradip Boase an? to all oy friends for their help
and {napiretion throughout my work,

Finally, I heve completed this study with the help of
the primery and gecondary sacurce material sveileble at
verious Lilraries in Kew Delhi. In this connection, epecial
mention may be rede @ the libreries of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Indien Oouncil of Worla Af feirse, British Righ
Comni ssion and the Imbagey of the Rupublic of Ireland, I
& thankful to the Librarieng and staff of all these Libraries

for oll the assista ce they had extansad t© me,
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Chapter I
INTRUDIOTY (X

Histoxicnl Beckaxound

The problem of Forthern Ireland has posed a serious
threat to the ity and integrity of the United Xingdom, It
has become a patter of considerable importance not only for
Britain but also for the pecple of Korthern Irelend as well.

The roots of the presant problen could be tseced back
to the 17¢h century, or even eirlier, vhen Ireland beceme &
Pray to invesions by the Celts, the Vikings, the Fommans end
the mqlllbl vho, wmtil the 17th century, tended to minx with
ench other as pecple belonging to a single yecial stock., The
position had changed slightly in the early 17th cemtury vhen
the English ond the S0ots settled down in Ulster, meinly in
At rim and Downe. As thase new settlers were ardent Protestants
they kept themsalves aloof £z the Roman Catholicse This
vas eapecially so, after the victory of William of Orenge,

a Protestant, over James 11, & Roman Catholic, at the battle
of Boyne in 1690.3

After the wrising in 1798, vhich waa led largely by
the ddsgruntled Tister Preabytericns, Irelan?d lost its separate

purliement. By the Act of Mion (1800) Ireland wvas merged with
the Mnited Kingdome

i. Denis ». Barritt and Cherles 1. Carter, TI‘-GT&I%LIE
T z 2t IR D _R§ ong {Londor, 1962},

20




In the baginning of the nineteenth century there was
notable increase in the sise of the Catholic populetion.
Betveen 1800 snd 1830, the Cathol i populetion had registered
8 rise fyon ten per cent to thirty per r.tcﬂt.3 in Horthemm
Ireland. There occurred conflicts in the urben areas, caused
l1argely by the conpetition for jobs and housing fecilities,

wvhich paved the vay for divisions on communal llnn.‘

Another significent dewvnlopment which took plece in the
nineteenth cantury was the Irish nationalist agitation for
the re.estadblislment of a sepsrate Irish Perliament, which
led to the introduction of ‘iHome-Rule' in Ireland by the
British Govemment in April 18685.° The introdwtion of ‘Home..
Rule' was strongly opposed by the Protestant iniomists, who
lived mostly in Ulster (Korthern Ireland), For the Protestants,
the ‘Home.Rule’ was virtually & 'Rome Rule'’ .6 Howewer, in
January 1913 an Ulsgter Volunteer Force (UVT) was tomd’ in
order to oppode, by force, the imposition of 'Home Rule' in
Ireland, The British govermment was in a wesk posjtionm to

deal with the resiatgrce and, in 1914, the third Home Rule

3 see Bryas Jones, A_J9QiRl Cmaxaphy of Eelfas (londoe,
1960), p. 188.

4.

S5¢  TeH, Moody, wm:..mm..wwumm-
1978), p. 23.

6. Maire and Comor Cruise “'SBrien, 3 Concise Ma.ory of
Axslapgd (London, 1972), p. 131.

Te Ibid,, pe 132.



b1l wes posseds The coutbremk Of First Vorld wnre

+ bartly
kept the resction to this messure obuacure and allowed for a
texporary solution by which aix Counties, wvhich subsequently
becene Northem Irelsnd, were excluded from the ambit of the

Home Rule.

On Eaater MHonday 4r April 1916, there was a nationalist
rising (magnly by the Cstholics) in Dublin, vhich was kmown
as the "Eagter Rising®, engineered by a shall secret gociety
called the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRE). But this was
finally suppressed.’ Uith the supression of the Easter
Riaing, the IRB which was basicelly Arthur Grif ~gth’l®
opganimation, lost its popular support. And Simn Fedn, which
waa the political wing of the Irish Republican Ammy, became &
more popular organization.

In the aftemnath of the British general elections, held
ir December 1918, the 3inn Fein candidates who vere elected
in 73 ot of the 105 Irish comstituenciss, boycotted the
perliement in Veostmingter and severed British comnections.
However, the growing ichise betvean the FProtestents and the
Catholics forced the British Covermmant to move for a comprord se.

Be DsRe O'Conmnor Lysaght, W (Cork,
Netherlands, 1970), p. 55 and also see t and arter,
ne 1, Pe 16, MoOdy, R, 5, P. 24,

9' Xbid.

10, Arthur Grifrith (1871.1922} was a Journslist wvho became
the lesder of the Simn Fein. In 16898 he establ ished a

nawapaper, the W and plunged into orgenizi
a politicel revival with a pur:uy Irish cunouaion.m ™

Grif fith was not & republicen but wvag certainly & separs.

tist; his fdesl aclution was @ "'ual monarchy" for Ireland
and tngland,




Thus to resolve the jmpegge, it passed the Government of
Ireland act, 1920, which provide? for the Home Rule perlismemts
in Dublin and Belfast, and formed the basis for the partition
of x:.hnd.n The Mt 2lao provided for a Council of Ireland
to 1ink these two. The Council was to be composed of twenty
representatives from ench Parlisment, smd had the authority

to discuss matters of mutusl concetn., But, soon this measure
vas supercedad by the anglo.drish Treaty o7 1921, vhich made
the Council of Ireland stillbomme

The Parliament in Northern Ireland (Starmont) wes given
Juri xidction over six Counties of Ulster, namely, Antrim,
down, Amagh, Tyrone, Fermagh and Londonderry, all of which
had a Protestant majority and the Southern Parlisment (Dail
Pireann) had jurisiiction over twenty.gsix Counties with a
Catholie mjorlty.n Howewer, both the Parlimments were given
1limited authority over purely internzl affairs, and esch was
t0 continue to sen? yepresentitives to Westminster. Sk, for
the Southern Ireland, the Act never became of fectives

Northern Ireland his an arem of 5,342 squere miles and
has a 256 miles common hopdsr with the Irish Republic,. M its
nearest point to Grest Britain, it 19 only 13 miles awvey from

i1, Conor Cruise O'Briem, W {London, 1972),
Pe 101 and also ses, Tom -, RA snd the
Changing Tactics of Texrorism®, Wﬁfn
(Londmn), vol., 47, October-December, 1976, Pe .

12, John Mageo, WW
{London, 1974), Pe 3e



scotland acroas the narrov Horth Channel, though the shortest
seh.ferry from Larme to Strangser i3 3F miles. It has & popu=
lotion of 1,547,300 (mid.1580; of whom two.thirds are
descendants Oof Scots or mglish settlers who crossed to the
north.etst of Irelsnd mainly in the seventeanth cantury. Most
of them belonged to the Protestant cormunity. Thelr loyelity
has traditionally besn camitted to the maintenante of Northern
Ireland's union with Greet Britein. The remaining one third
are Roman Catholics who, by and large, fawured union with

the Irish Republic,

The ammed struggle wvaged by the Irigh Republican Army
in the south led to a tresaty between the British Govemmment
and Simn Fein on 6 December 1921, By this treaty Britain
granted dSominion stetus to the Irish Tree Jtate (twenty.six
Comties).}3 But the Protestants preferre” direct rule from
Londan in lieu of a separates porlisment for Horthern Ireland,

It 4s afgnificant to note that the Unicnist had never
demanded a perliament of their own, The first Prime Minister
of lorthern Ireland James Creig wrote in 1921, to Lloyd George,
the then Prime i inister of the United Kingdoms "It is necessery
that I should cell to your mind the sacrifices we have so
recently made in agreeing to self.government and in consenting
to the esteblislmert of a Parlisment for Northem Ireland.
Huch againat our vwiah, but in the interests of peace, we

13, Edgar O'Ballarce,
(Rowmto, U3A, 19
and Carter, n, 1‘ Pe 17.




aoceixed? this as a £inal settlsent of the lomg owstanding
Jifficulty with which Great Britain has beon confronted®,

The Treaty of 1921 hetween Great Britain end 3inn Fein
represantatives provided for a Boundary Coemission to determmire
the boundaries between Northern Irelan” and the Irish Pree
3tate in accordsnce with the wishes of the inhabitonts and
soonhomic and geographical aonditions. The three Governments
(Gpeat Britain, Forthem Ireleand and the Irish Free 3tete)
each appointed representetives. The Commission, however,
wvas unsble to satisty the hopes of the participants, For
Ppotestants the interests were substential in Domegal, Cerven
and Komaghen apaxt fyom the asix Comnties. They, thus, savw
RO resdon o give uy even an fnch of the six Counties of
Ulster, vhich they had previously cccupisd, and thus crested
obstacle for Boundary Commissicn to settle the fssue {(thowgh
the Coimigeion reccmrended only minor changes). gubsequently,
delegates from the Irish Free State gave wp the fight after
focing severe opposit ion from the other side.}® In 1925 the
three Governments signed an agreement wvhich recognized the
de facto border which had bean drawn in 1920. In 1937,
Southermn Ireland adopted a new constitution, ard in 1949,
it left the Commonwealth an? became & sovereign Republic and
thus severed the remining constitutionsl links with the
United nnqdon.u

14, Kagee, n. 12, p. 11,
15. Barritt and Chlttt. Ne 1. Pe 17.

16, Jorp he buruhy, 0., Lxelend fn_she Tventieth Cetury
(Dublin, 197-), Ppe 94, .



ireland was partitionsd not becsuse anyone wanted {t
but because the British Govemment thought that the only
ioasidble wvay of reconciling the two rivel grouws - Retionalist
(mainly Rosen Catholica) who demended gelf.rule and the
ionists (raidnly Protestants) wvho wished to premain in the
nited Kingdom, 17

For the Catholics, the job opportunities fn Morthem
Ireland ware vether liritoed., The north.eastern part of Ireland,
which was heavily industrialised, were dominated by the Pro.
tostants. Even the new industries which were established
vith the governnent assistonce were loctted in the aress
vhere thers were Protestant concentration, Therefore, the
Cutholica felt that they were economicslly deprived, They
were culled "niggera® who were deprived of political rights
and who were denied proper hcusing, education and employment
owortmit:loc.m Kot only that, vhen the Catholics were
given full political status it further incressed the Protestent
fear. The growing population of Catholics eleo became @
setter of concern for the Proteststs.

since 1521, Forthermn Ireland was domineted and ruled
by the Protestant darinated Unijonista, Though Morthem Ireland
was Dot a sovereaign state gnd was very much part of the United

17 J.C. Beskett, "Northem Ireland”, Journgl of Qoptemporary
W {Londom), 1971, Pe 121.

18. ‘F}ary Turner, "sSocial Derccrots end tbrtherm Ireland,
1964.1970: The Origim of the Present Struggle®, l.“;%!’.ﬁll!
Rayiew (Yew York), wol. 30, no. 2, June 1978, p. 32.



Ringdom, limited powers were granted to its perliecment to make
lews for ‘the pesce, order mnd good governmentt, Its povers
could be rewked any time by Westmingter which had retajned
certain important powvers like legislation concerning the

Crown, defence, forcign trade, foreign affairs, postal servioes,
income-tax, custors, alr services, excise duties, ote, 19
Yurther, a convention was established that the internal

matters of lorthem Ireland wuld not be discussed at West.
ninster. Many njonists alao cloimed that sStaxwmaont wvas

overaign except those matters which are resarved for
Westminster,2°

The function of Stormont was very similar to that of
the Parlionant 4in YWestminster, The Governor was the Crown's
rapresentative appointed for six yesrs. The Stommmt had two
Houses « the Coemons and the Senate. The Cormons had &
strength of fifty.two members, elected for five yesrs through
the system of ‘'Proportional Representation® (PR) with single.
transferable voteas per the Act of 1920), This system was
stojtad in opder to safeguard the interest of the Catholic
minority. The sSenate hed tventy.six members, and emjoyed
1ittle jover or influsnce ir the Government of the province.
Oouwt of the total tventy.six members of the Senats, two were
ex.0f f4Cc340 members . the Lord Mayor of Belfast snd the Mayor

19, Barritt and Carter, n, 1, pe 37 an? also see Fagee,
Ne 12, Pe 57

20, Magee, n. 12, pe 58 and alaoc agee O'Brien, n. 11,
Pe 129,



of iundonderry. The other tventy.four memberg were elected
by the Commons, by groportionsl represontstion, for a temm of
eight years (half of the 3enate mambers petired in every four
vesrs). The Senate continues sven 4f the lLover House remains
dissolveds The Sencte ceases to function only when the
Province is placed under direct rule from Weatminster,

Apart from this, twulve alected members from MNorthem Irelasnd
were ssat to Westrinster to represent the Province in the
British Parlisment.??

Fram the very begiming the system of Proportionsl
Representation (PR} was opposed by the Ulster tnicndats,
Therefore, the first Prine Finister of lNorthem Irelmmnd,
James Craig, abolished the PR system in 1929, in fawour of
the British gystem of single.member constituencies (except
for four university seats). Creigevom saids

eee PeoPple 3o not really wnderstand what yesult
it (PR gynstem) nay cause when it comes to third,
fourth, fifth or sixth preferences. By an actusl
nistake, they might wake up to find Mortherm
Ireland in the perilous position of being sub.
marged in a Dublin Farlisment. What I hold da,
4f the Ulster pecple are ewr going - and X
pray they may not - into a Dublin Parliament,
they ahould understand that they are wting

& elect. ral system such as Projporticnal
Representation, (22)

2l, David Butler ond anne Slomen, W.
m;!ézj_a (London, 1975), edn. 4, p. 352 and slso see
Py an

4 Carter, n. 1, Pe 39, Magee, n. 12, PPe 61.62,

22. 3t. John Exvin, gCrajgavon: Ulstermsp (london, 1949),
PPe 516417,
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The abolition of *'Proportionsl Representation’ syetem
gave a firm Loléd to the Protestant Community through gerry.
nandering constituencies and forestalled the development of
any oppositian in Stormont and kept the provincisl govermment
firmly Unfonist, But it crested vesentment in the oppogition,
This change in the electoral system was opposed by Nationalists
and other non.Unianist parties. Newertheless, it geve & new
ddrension to the politics of Norther:: Ireland in the sense
that it kept the Unionists in power till 1972, The WMionistse
were also elected unopposed several times. In contrast the
Cetholics, who weze really ir a disadvantagecus positiom,
started fesling insecure.

The electoral system of Northerm Ireland, though similar
to Hestminster, virtuslly gave a free herd to the Protestant
majoritye The eloctoral arecas were determined by the Gowern.
pent, and, as set -t dn tha first schedule of the 1920 Act,
were intended to be permanent end unchanging but plurel
wting and umiversity ropresantation remained till 1968 in
Bortherr Ireland., In fact the right to wte vas linked with
Progerty dzntun vhich was known as ‘business promisest
qualif ication. It means that 4¢ a person has business premises
of not less then £10 annual weluation was entitled to wote
in constituency other than in which he resides (4f ho hns

ssveral premises in several constituenciaes he can claim the

23¢ Mageo, Ne 12, pPpe 62.63 and also see Barritt and
Carter, n. 1, ppe 40-41,
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usiness premisea vote in one only, acoording to his
OhOM)oz‘

Thus, it was obviocus that the electoral systes in
orthern Ireland wvas fawursble to the Ulster Unionist party,
as the profesaional and businegs class vere predominantly
Protestant. Apart from this, a graduste hed the woting right
for the four university aests. The plursl woting system and
the miversity raepregentation continued in Northerm Ireland
t111 1968.%° This situstion made it inpossible for the
opposition to come into power in Northern Ireland. At the
same time the Protestonts aleo felt no need to oltain Cetholic
support for the governance of !hrthem Ireland,

in this context, the tole of Sinn Fein and fts militant
wing ‘'The Irish Republican Army* becomes pertinemt, Sinn Fein,
vhich means ‘ourselves alone’, wveaa fomded in 1905 by Arthur
Griffith, who was opposed to socialism since he was sfrsid
of the {dea of claas conflict. Since the begimning, Sinn
Fein enjoyed little support among the masses, and wvag confined
mainly to Dublin. In 1908 whei it contested the Parlistventary
seat from lorth Leitrim, it lost miserably. Therefore,
subsequently, in the generul eclection of 1910, it 414 not

4. All property was subjected to a tex levied by the local
administration and this waluetion of property, 1.e. £10,
for the purpose of the tax was besed on the valustion of
the property in the mid 19th certury and from tire to
tine it changed.

2.4 Alekaander rrija, “The Roots of the Ewil in Northern

Traland", fovioy'of Intemational Aefeirs (Pelgrade),
YOl 20. no, 4% Py 3 wm r 9, Pe »
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venture to put o any o-mu.:mto.26

Mter the Easter~Rising (191¢), sSinn Fein, played an
importent role wvhan it won several seatg from Redmondites
in the by-elections of 1917.%7 In the genersl election of
1918, simn Fein candidates won 73 out of 105 candidetes 1t
Pt up for the House of Cotmong in Westmingter, But the
elacted? cendidetes had refused to take theiy ssats at

Westminater. It led to the formation of Dail Eireann,

vhich demanded & separate parliament for all Ireland,

The origin of the military wing of 8irm Fein, the
Irish Republicam Army (IRA), cen de traced back to the
Panjang (founded in 1878; end its prirary aim was to effect
sepsration betwvesn Great Britein and Ireland by use of force
and esteblish the Irish Republic. The IRA was formed 4n
1919 and soon it took over the lesdership of Irish Mational
movenent, The IRA, which was regarded as the army of the
eil Pireann (+~urlisrent of Irish Republic), began 8 guerilla
campeign against the British. The British Govermnmment, unable
to swyress the groving guerilla movement of IRA passed the
ireland act of 1920, which gave them ‘fbme Rule* with two
Parliaments, But the guerilla campsign continued till the
British Governnent agreed for a cessefire on 10 July 1921.29

2.  Bdwerd Normen, A Bistorv of Modern irskapd (London, 1971),
Pire 34143,

b¢ I Ibicde., P« 263,
28 Murphy, he 16, ppe 5=ll.
D Lysaght, n. 8, p, 66,



13

In the yeer 1969, the IRA was aplit into two and gave
Mrth to two pepublican armies .. the “"Ufficiels” and the
"Proviasjonels®. Tho "Officisls" wers more left oriented,
sought 8 “united Socialist Republicen Ireland achieved by a
Marxist.style war of national lidberation®, 2nd, the
"provisionals”, Imgically & terrorist organication, sought
to "uwnite Ireland and temminate British politico.military
§nfluence by resns of the bullet and the l-:r.mn:".:m

Oversets grows, active within expatriate Irish
Commmit es, perticularly in the nited jtates (Irieh Northem
Add Committes), have sent financial snd material gupport to
the IRA, but this flowv got Mminished congiderably in yeoent
yedrs. The Provieional IRA hag 8lso sought to obtain arms
fxom sources in the Middle East,

The %0 yeers rule of Ulster Unionist party which
semained in power till March 1972 hes resul ted in the wvidening
of class divisions In Ulster, in which Orange Oxder snd its
institution certainly played an fmportant role. Orenge
institution, which was outlewed, from the very begimming
gethered popular support ageinst the Home Rule, during 1880s,
by supporting the Ulster Unionist Farty. The Orenge Oxder
which wes founded in 1795, becams a moverert for the ladlouring
and the poorer srtisan class protestants. It was 8 mixture of

3. Torm Bowden, "The IRA and the Changing Tectics of Terrorism”™,

W {Lon&n}, vol. 47, Qctober.December
s PP .
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social, seculer, religious and politicel sects to keep an
effective vay of mointaining & wnited gpirit among the ‘pro.
testant brethren' from all social elusu.'n

The ties between the Orenge Opder and the Unicniet Party
was also quite close, It was expected that a mamber of the
Uniocnist party should alaso be & member of the Orenge institution,
It 48 interesting to note that of a total fifty.four Mmicnist
mambers of the orthern Ireland parliament who joired the
cabinet betwveen 1921 and 1969 only three happened to be outside
the Opange Institution, Of the remeining ninty.five "‘mionist
party beckbenchers in the Perlimment, sighty.seven were mambers
of the Orange Institution. 2nd all the Unionists who wvere
electod to the Northem Ireland Perliament remeined loyal to
the Orenge Inatttutton.n Orange men wWere 0 loyal to the
Institution that the first Prime Minister of Northern Ireland,
James Creig soid on 24 April 1934: "I am an Orengeman first
and 8 politician and a member of this perligrent afturwvards ...
All I boast is th:t ve have a Protestant Perliament and @
Protestant state”.3? John Miller Mmdrevs (1940.1943), snother
Prime Minjgter of Northern Irelond sasd in 1941 "I am delighted

A, Barritt and Carter, n. 1, p., 46.
32. Dublin, ne 4, pe B1l.

33, lortham Irelend, livuse of Commons, %bn. vole. XVI,
cola. 1091-1095. cited tm John F. Ha

Y soc Pa(zee. ne 12, p. 4, bDardby, n. 4, p. 84,
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to have behind ms the great Orenge ordex*. ¥ 1n fact, it wes
the Orange Order vhich apposed any attempt for thionist
mambership to the Catholics. Bt as it was observed by
Clarente Graham, Chairran of the standing Committes of the
Ulster Mmionist Council, in Rovember 1979, vhen he said; "He
could ses no resson why & Catholic should not be selected as
a Mionist cendidete for Parlisment®,3° The relationship
between the two Can also be seen from the fact that the
Mmionist Constitusicy Asscciations oftern met at Osenge halls
end they used those halls as thelr canpaign headquerters.
Aocording to Lawyenoe Orr, an Oxenge man, and a merber of
Westninster Perliament in 1920; “withouk the Orenge Order
there wvould have besn no hionist Party and no mtom. If
the Ozrange Oxdsr and the hionist Party wvere to be seperated,
the nionist Party would cense to exist as such*, %

n the wholé. the Inionist policies wvere confined to
thangelves through wvhich they meintained dominance over the
Sstionalist minority, Basil Brocke, who was Minister forx
Mriculture fyom 1933 to 1941, ard later Frise dinister, said
on 13 July 1933:

There are & great number of Prctestants aad
Orengeman who erploy Roman Catholics. I fesd
I can apeak freely on this subject as I have

34 TeJe Campbell, nﬁ&xnmmw
(Belfast, 1941}, Pe 9B.
k % Darby, n, &, Pe 876

3. L. Orr, "The Urange Urder", golon, 1.2 Jemuary 1970
cited from Darby, ne 4, p. 85 ’ i ‘
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not a Roman Catholic aloit my own PLaCE eees

I would appesl to !oyelists, therefore, vherever
possible, to employ good protesteant leds and
lasasien. (37)

Later on, in March 1934, he said;

Think:ng out the whole question cerefully ees
I recormended those people who are loyealists
not to employ Romen Cetholics, ninety-nine
per cant of whom are Aisloyel esee I vant

you to pemember one point in regard to the
enployment of pecple who are dsloyel. There
are often difficultiea in the way, but usually
there are plenty of good pen and vonen sveilable
and the employers don't bother to erploy them,
You are digfranchising yourselves in that wey,.
You pesople vho are oamployers have the ball at
your feet, If you don‘t act properly now,
before we know vhere we are ve shall find
ourselves in the minority instesd of the
majority. (38)

The introduction of welfare state in Sngland after the
md of the Second World War had changed the mimisgt sttitudes,
Mcording to the Mt of 1920, Britain and Forthern Ireland
agreed that all British sveial reforms were liable to be
inplemented in Northern Ireland cxoo.” Libere]l eleaments
vithin the Unionist Perty thought thast the irtroduction of
the Education Act, 1947, would be beneficisl to the Cxtholie
niddle class wvhich wuld feel quite heppy to settle down in
& reformed Ulster state rether than asking for & united Irelend.

3. o 13 July 1933, cited from Liam de
2, . (Harmondasworth, Englsnd, 1970),
PPe 11 Je

38, 2 ¢ 20 March 1934, cited in Ibid,,
e e

». Russell Stetler, “Northern Ireland: From Civil Rights

to Armed trugole” thly Ravigw, wol. 22, Yover
1970, pe 16.  Hen ’ ¢ Tovenber
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In November 1959, ClarenCe Grahem who was Chairmen of
the standing Committee of the Ulster Unionist Council,
declazed that he could see no resson why a Catholic should
not be gselected as a Mniondst candidate for Parliemmmt. His
ides vas swported by Brian Maginess, the Mtomey Genersl,
wviich gave the mmgestion more weight. On this, George
Clazk, Grand Master of the Crend Opder Lodge Of Irvelwmd,

reacted sharply an” within a week he del ivered the werdicet
of the Orenge order:

It is Mifficult to see how a Romen Cathoclic with
the wegt differences in 0 religiocus outlodks,
could be ejther acceptadle within the Mionist
Party as & wenber or, for that matter, bring
himself unconditionally to support its 1desls. (40)

lopd Bpookeborough, the then Prime Minsster, also told
8 meeting of Young mionists at Lisballesw;

There is no use blinking the fact that political
differunces in Northem Ireland closely follow

rel igious 2ifferences, It mey not be irmpossible,
but it certainly is not easgy for any person t0O
Mecard the political corceptions, the influsance
and inpresajions acquired from religious and
elucatimal instruction by those whose ains are
openly declared to be an all.lreland Republic., (41)

However, the question of Catholic membership to the
Unionist Party wes not pesolved a:d when in 1969 s yowng
Catholic tried to gecute Uniunist nominstion $n Newry, his

attenpt wes mpde unsuccessiul. VWhen TerenCe N'Neill came

40, W (Belfast), 10 November 199, cited
¥om Darby, ne 4, p. 87,

41. MW (Belfagt), 21 November 1959, citel
rom IDXe, Ppe wB8e




i8

Lo power in 1963, peplecing Loxd Brookedorxough, he tried to
make & bridge batveen the Unionists and the Mationalists. Bt
hs found it very difficult, James Chichester Clark, who
reblaced Terence O'Neill in 1969, also had the same cutlook
an? he finally gave his appr-vel saying that:

1 want to make it very clear indeed that, in

the nang of perty, I welcome those Roman Catholics
who wish to associsted with Unionism snd
support its principles - not just as woters,

bt as an active members with, of course, s

egqual right with all other party members to be

congidered for party office and all that flows
from it, (42)

Early 1960s savw the vave of libersl Unsonigts who had
tried to build bridges with the Catholica. In 1965 Terence
'Nedll paid his first wvisit to a Catholic echool fex the
first time, thowh, among the Proteatants he became 8 Pare-
doxical figure and for which he hed to resign in 1969 due to
his liberal attitudes toweris Catholic commnmity. He 8lso
invited the Prime Minister of Irish Republic, Sesn Lemmss,
in 1965, and gubsequently peid a petumm visit to Dublin,

This was, of course, an sttenpt to build uwp a bridge between
the north ard the south.%d

The role of anti.pertitionist partics also asswenes
significante. It may be sesn that till 1969 there vere three
mein parties, 1.9., Regubliomng (military wing of 3inn ¥ein),

42. Mﬁm. 14 ovember 1969, cited from Ibid.,
Pe ™

43. Liam de Paox, zut,%gg_un“ (Hamondeworth, Englend,
1870), Pe 146 and alao D.tha n. 4, p. 808,
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National ist end Nosthern Irelond Labour Parxty. These parties
have adopted both pesceful and violent means in thedy oppoaition
to the partition of Ireland. FNevertheless, their origin may

be treced Mack to the Home Rule s*ruggle o f the 19th century
bt they hecame more vocal only after the act of 1920.

The political involvenant of the ‘Repubdblicans’ was
sericusly compromised by the refusal of Simn Fein (the Republicen
political wing) to recognise the existence of the Northemn
stote or 1te fnstitutions.$? They further advoceted thet if
they vere slected they would rofuse to take soats in the
Parifammmt, although they later modi fied their stenéd vhen a
twventy-aix County parliement was set up &n Dublin. In the
first slection to Nogtherm Irelend Parliamemt in 1921, they
won aix out of twelve anti.partitionsist seats but lost four
seats in the 1925 elections to Northern Ireland Parlisment.$s
However, in 1955 Westmingter elections, they contested twelve
seats and wvon two. Thus, the changing political suene forxced
the Republ icen Party to adopt a militant gtretegy in later
period. Newvertheless, the cardinel objective of the IRA
movement on the whole remained a wmited Ireland. But the
primary function of the IRA in Northern Ireland was to protect
the Catholic aress ageinst pogsible invasion. &ince the
dasis of the movemsnt wes sedtarian it got popular support

4. Darby, Ne 4, Pe 92,




in Belfast during 1920s and 1930s when the gectarian troubles
wvere common. But, otherwise, they fziled to gain any signifi.
cant guoort from the Protestant cormunity.

The 1956.62 campaion for Morthern Ireland General
Elections, produced radical changes in republican stretegy®t,
and reigsed social issues like housing, trade, unionise etc., -
and simultanecusly moved awey from the strategy of use of
force, ahd hence they gajned non.Catholic support. 3In the
civil rights movement of 1967, the IRA aleo tried to take
every possible advantage but at last failed to essume its
control. Kevertheless, it also failed to protect Catholic
ghet toes fTOm A progrerrme organised by Protestant extrenists
and hence it was seen vwritten on many walls . "IRA . I Ran
nay".Y? The viclence of Agust 1969 in Northerm Irelana,
Kowever, brought sharp reaction against both the policies
and leadership of the Republicen organization, and thus
thaere vas two divis ons -« "Of ficials®, which kept some
supporters in Belfast, Derry and a few courtry areas, and
the "provisionels”, which became quite influmcial in the
North,

As by 1921 tventy.six of Ireland’sg thirty-two counties
achieved Home Rule, the activities of the Retioneslist Party

6. Darby, Re 4, Pes 94,
47, Gary Hicks, “lbrthem Irelend . The British Governments

Legacy of History", I%?&B'm (rMakare)}, wl, 3,
NDOQe 20 June 1973. Pe and also Statler, ne 39, Pe 26.
Magee, n. 12, Pe 28.
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were anfined to the six renaining Comties of Nogrthern
Izelant, The Nationalist Party and the IRA both M sapprove
the sxistence of NHorthem Ireland as a seporete entity, But,
the Rationalist's relative ineffectiveness was pertly Adus to
the nature of Northern Ireland politics and partly due to
the party's own inactiveness and political short-sightedness.
Joe Devlin, who dominated the Nationalist Party in 1920s nd
19308, gave a new approach to the party. He bacame the leader
of the Nptionaliat Ferty juat after the partition. Hailing
fyom the workiig claas beckgrow i 4n Belfast and as ome who
aleo hed controlled the Nationslist members in the Belfast
city Council, Joe Deviin gathered support not omnly from
oxganiged Cetholicism but aleo had close links with the
sncient order of Hibemisng - the counter part of the Orenge

order.® The mciet Order of Hibemisns vere very wuch
similar to the Orenge Order and fulfilled a somewhst similer
funotion within the Catholic commmity, But it enjoyed little
Political influence.

Deapite such support, the Retionalists could nok build
QP & party organimation and it vas functioning solely on
perscnal lines. Further attempts vere also made to unite
the nti.partition ist platforme But they failed due to
peracnal quasrels. In 1928 the National League and 4n 1936
the Irish nion Aswociastion were formed and subsequently in

48. Darby, ne 4, Ppe 9°.96, DISS
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the post-war period Hatjonal unity was creeted by Jemes Mo
Sparzen in 1959, Unfortunatsly none of these was successful.
Though the Mationalist Party had a long term hope for geining
support fyom the Catholics, it rejected the idea of the use
0¢ force to attain their objcedvos. Howvever, they failed ¢o
agsune the role of a nommal opposition in the Parlismert for
e long Pa'!od.“

It was only after the formation of National Unity in
1959 that the party lesdership was pasassd over to Eddle Mo
Meer vho involvaed the party more in political debstes. For
the firat time the party declared its policy at a conference
in Maghexy in 1964, and became the official Opposition at
Somont in 1965. Just after a yesr it held Sts first
conference and published a perty menifesto. Thus, gredually,
they gained smpport in the comtry areas snd were sbhle to
hold a majority of opposition sests. The emergence of Civil
Right s Campaign crested serious problems for the NHationslists
since 4t had created a common front for the aspirstions of
many Catholics, irrespective of their politicel allsgiances
whether it lay with the Northern Ireland Laluur Perty,
Republicen Labouy, Netiorallets or the IRA. In 1968.69 the
pasty was almost at ite ebb, 0

The Northem Ireland Labour Party in comperison with
other anti.partition perties vas mogre successful, In 1890s

M. Ibida, Pe 96e
%50e IMAes PPe 9798,



there vas first a coslition of socielist groupe in Ireland

as well as in Britain, But the unity wvas hempered by the
oonflicting attitudes towards the national questions. James
Cmnolly, leader of Irish Independence movament and & Socialist,
who presented the mixture of Socislisn and Netionalism in a

best vay as an asltemastive to the Britigh werasion, wrote,

while in jail, that ‘the Jocizl1ists will not wnderstand vhy

X am here. They forget that I am an Irietmar*,51

The party msirtained its non.sectarisan line and won
its firet seats in 1925 in NHorthem Ireland perliament, It
gave mor: emphtais on the sociow.economic problems pether than
Bopder fssus and ‘or them partiiion was an open question.
Bt their policy was not successful bectuse there was corstant
pressure on the party to take a stard efther for or agairst
the constitutiam. During 308 two leaders of the MILP,
H, Kidgely and J. Besttie dominated the perty, though they
aiffered in their attitudes. Midgely had a soft cormer for
Britain snd the Commonweslth, vhereas Besttie campeigned for
Irtish unity. Beattie's policy led him to his expulsion from
the party twice during 1930s and his election as party leader
ir 1942, Following this, Midgely, left the perty ard attempted
to establish a riwel Commonwvealth Labour Perty, vhich ultimately
failed. Later on hs joimed the Unionist Parxty. In the party
confecence of 1949 the NILP opted for British connection and

S5l HNicholas Mansexgh, The Irish Cusatiop (London, 1963),
Pe 242,
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in the election that followed, all NMILP cendidates vere
defeated, But, during 1950s, with the fatlure of IRA cempaign,
HLP enjoyed Catholic asupport, They won four seats in the
alections of 1958°%, and beceme officisl oppositian st Stogmont.
After 1965 they started losing their gseats and they polled
10,519 votes less than ir 1962, mnd in the process lost two

of their seets.53

The decline of NILP was mainly due to two factors. The
first was an intemmal aplit on tactics. Ome group which tried
€0 gain suppoxt from amony the protestant working clesss .. led
by David Bleskley and W.R, Boyd snd the other group wanted
to make & more direct appesl to the rew Cetholic woters -
which was led by Charles Byett and Sam Mapier. This had
mndemined the party unity. The other zresson Was Tersnce
U'Reill's appesrence with the support of the ner British
Labour Government. The electorsl losses of the party 4n
1965 went in favour of O'Nedll‘'s Mnionist and sabeequently
KILP's defeat in the looel govemment clections in 1967.

The uabroken dominance of Unionist Party in SRormont
weg once threataned by the Civil Rights Campsign wvhich was
formed in Februsry 1967 by warious anti.partitionist psrties,
1ike 8inn Yein (the Republican Mowement, of vhich IRA, &s
the militery wing), the Hationelist Party, the Horthem Irsland

52 Harbinson, ne 45, A.pendix A, p. 179,
83 Dardby, ne 4, pe 100,
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Labour Party, the Communist Perty, and the Mations]l Denva.
e:at..s‘ Though it was a non.political front, it had fer.
reaching implicaetions. The main chjectives of the Ciwvil
Rights Campaigns were: one pan one wote in the loosl
govemment electionsy; protection agsinst discrimination in
enployment and housingy protection of the righta of an indi.
viduel; codificetion of beasic rights of all citisen;
guwarantes of the freedom of gpesch, assermbly and agsoefition)
ddstanannt of the B.apecials and repesling of the sSpecial
Powers Act, and inform the jublic of their lewful rights.
The Civil Rights campaigt gained rass support through publ ie
restings and marches.

It is significant, however, to note that for the first
tine n the history of Korthern Irelsnd, the Civil Rights
Cumpeign had a wnited platform oonsisting of all opposition
partias. Though the marches had to face the government's
opposition wvhich attempted to *harzy and hinderx? all meetings,
it 18 said that Derry ssw the worst terror in 19“.“

However, in guneral, 1968 was the yesr of chaos and
tumroil not only In Northem Irsland but also in other perts
of the wrld. The year witnessed the students® unyest in

L
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FrenCe, Red Guards demanatrations in China, troubles in Bisfrs,
spain, Yugoslavie and in Poland which eleo vitnesse similar
unrest and violence. It alec witnessed the Russian occupations
of Czechoslovekia. Valeas, in Britain also could not escepe

from thoe attacks of extremist groups wvho used bombs and
wlonm.s.’

Northermn Ireland witnessed two derons-retions in the
autumn of 1968. The first, at Dunganon, vas agajnst enti.
Catholic discrimination particulerly in the allocstiom of
houses. But, it passed of f peucefully. But the second one
vas more acrimonious when the Civil Rights Association proposed
a march through a Protestant ares in Londonderrye The Protes.
tant Apprentice Boys ® also had intended to hold a march
following @& similar route and ending at the same plate.
Willidam Craig, then Minigter for Howme Af fairs, prohibited
all processians in the waterside vard east of the River Foyle
oFr within the dty wvallee Though the Appremtice Poys'® march
di& not take place, it had a plan to obstruct the proposed
Civil Rights mavch, On the other hand Civil Rights Assocfation

even after the ban marched right up to a police cordon which

9

i1ed to lathi chamo.s Moopiing to O'Learys

87 Callaghamn, ne 85, Pe Te

58s Protestant Orange ociety hased in Derry, dedicated
to conmemoreting the action of Protestant apprent ices,
who in 1688, secured the city for the Williamite cause
by closing the gates against the foroes of James 1l

$9. Callaghan, n. 55, ppe 67



The Hungarian Rewolution of 1956 was sperked off

by demonstrations in support of the Polish demcns.
trations of the previous month, so the Nungenon
protest le! to the event of (otober 5 4in lLondonderry,
with police boton charges snd water cannon in
plentiful supply. (60)

However, after the two Civil Rights “emonstrstions in
1968, the British govermment thought {t necessary to intervene
in Ulster. The Prime linister of Northern Ireland, Terence
O'Neill, wrote 1 "The long history of Anglo.lrish reletionship
wams that sudden intervention by the U.K, may produste effects
which no one can foresee",

Owing to pressure from the Ulster's MPs, the Britigh
Prime Minister, Harold ¥ilacn, had talked to Terence O'Nedll,
the Forthem Irelend ¢rime Minjster in the first week of
Movember 1968, xegarding the Londonderry events, sllooetion
of houses, special powers Acts, the lncal govemment franchise,
and the appointment of & Parlianentary Commission for
Aministrstion in Northem Irelsnd. On 5 Hovember 1968,
Harold Hilson sssured the Comrons, that he had discuseed
all the major points with Captein O'Neill and had urged him
to spesdy action,%?

But there was no encoureging prsponse to this talk
and vhen on 22 Novembar 1968, O'Neill‘’s reform package vas
revealed, it did not include the key civil rights denend of

60, Comelius O'Leaxy, "Northern Irelands The Politics of
Illusion®, Political quarterly., wi. 40, 1969, p. 310,

6. WX, WW. serios 5, vol. 772,
sessjon 19 9, col. .



one person - one vote, and promised to premove only those parts
of the sSpecial Powers Mt which conflicted with intemational
obligations, and this also would be only vhen it could be
dme withouwt undue haszard,®?

During his talk with Harold Wilson, William Creiqg, the
then Home Minister, said that the housing allocstion system
was work:ng amoothly and thet there were not more thar a
dogen campleaints in a year regeriing housing allocetions.
Further, he said that there wes no need of appointing an
Onbudamgn (the appointment of a Perlismentary Comsmission
for Adninistretion)., He Dlamed the IRA, for playing a major
xole in the Civil Rightg Hovement and therefore, the repeal
of the #dpecial Fovwers ACt wvas not advisadble. And, herge,
en inquiry was aleo not necessary for vhat happened in
Londondesyy in October 1968, He fustiried the rmeansures
token Ly the Polics, in Londonderry.S3

Craig vho hed succeedad to convincs the British Prime
Minister that what ewver hed happened in the Civil Rights
march the whole responsibility for initisting such type of
violence lay with the IRA. Howewver, the fact remains thet
the movement had the swport of many Catholics as well as
Protestants. Mopsover, it would be incorrect to put the
entire hlame on the IRA for such violence gince & sgimiler
role was played by the Orenge Institution elsoc.

62. Turner, n. 18, p. 39,
63. Oallaghan, ne 55, pe 11,



But Creig, by any reckoming had failed to convince
O'Neill, then Prime linjater of Northern Irelend, who later
o towards the and of 1968, dismissed him from his Bome
Ministership. Further, O'Neill appointed sn enquiry commission,
headed by Lord Camezon, to sxamine the ‘csuses’ and ‘nature
of violence' in Londonderzy due to four days protest march
on Ist Janwary, 1969. The Commission Report found that ‘a
nuaber of policemen were guilty of misconduct amd ceasing

melicious demage to p:oporty'.“

Thus, it may be seen that the nev state of MNorthemn
Ireland emerged amidst bloodshed, The Rationalist minority
refused to gecognise the new state and anti.partitionist MPs
refused to attend the parlisment also., The locel govemmant
franchise system remained unchanged till 1969 and the extmm
wtes for more than cne property was & clear cut discrimination
against the mationalist minority. The abolition of ‘proportio.
nal yepresentation' aystem in 1929 may be seen as another
sowsae Oof discontent among Cativlics and this left them to
beliave that the safeguards ageinst zveligious discrimingtion
pwvided for dn the Act of 1920 vere im fact of little velue.%°

The Unjoniat policy which remined in operation for
noarly fifty yeurs vas dueed on religious lines. Mmd, they
operated in such a vay that the foren Cstholics started
looking for a Unitoed Ireland under Dublin as the dest solution.

64, IDide, Pe 12,
654 Mages, Ne 12, Pe 13,



It would not ba wrong to say that Cstholics never enjoyed
effective political or soonamic powere The Unionists on the
other hand believed that the ‘rewniffication of Irelond would
bring religious snd economic calamities on them, %6

One poirnt is wery romarkasble that despite the tripartite
agresment of 1925, vhich led to the existing lnxder mchmged,
the successive govermments in Dublin continued their desmsnd
that Ireland ghould unite and Morder fssue should be brought
to an end, This derand gained suport in Northern Ireland
and was kept slive for a long tire among the ¥orthesn Netione.
lists, and alec among the Roman Catholics members elected to
Horther:: Ireland parlisment, vho advocated that the six
Counties should be mexged with the Irish Republic.$? on the
other hand the lnionists savw this development as a threat to
thesr firtegrity and stood firmly tocether. rurther, they
maintained & Mniontst majority through ‘Housing allosetion’
and 'gerrymandering’ the constituencies.

The Provisional wing of the IRA wanted a wmaited Irelend,
which they thought ecould be schieved Yy waging war ageinat
the British estallishoent, Aftex the general slections of
1964, a number of Labour MPs at Westminater, like Stanley Omme,

66. Richard Clutterbuck, W
W (Lon 8)e Do and 2180 ses
Sean

rhhem Ireland: An Irish Viewpoint®,
Ioreion Poligy (Ankara), wi. 3, no. i, March 1973, p. 108,

67. Becknett, n, 17, p. 129,




)

Paul Rogse and Kevin Fc Nampere tried time and agein to focus
the allegations rmade by the Catholics against the local sutho.
rities in respect of housing snd public appointments, But
theiry efforts were made infructuous by the Spesker's ruling
that those matters vere smclusjively for the gstormont to decide.

The Britiash Goversment's Green Paper, The Fugure aof
liexshern Izaland, pudlished in 1972, saids 'many members of
the minority falt that they could not expect yedvess of
grievance through parliament or through the eonstitutional
sefegusxds vhich had been written into the Act of 1920+,%8
A vhen Catholics wvere unakie to get thelir gricvnoes
zedressed, they formed the Civil Rights Asxccistiom in
Februmry 1967 which was & joint effort of asll sati.partitionist
organisstions and through that they reised thelr woise.

These develcpments wers of courss not of formidable importsnce
- to the Cstholics, who locked incressingly towards Dublin,
zther then to Westminster, and who had subsequently put

forth the demand for Ulster's merger wvith the Irish Republic.

68, Magee, n. 12, pPe 130



Chepter 11

The Britigh Governmaent's prolonged policy of non.
interference in the internsl matters of Northern Ireland was
byoken in August 1969, after 48 yeors, whaen Britain asent {ts
troops to Nogthem Iyeland to suwpress the groving viclence
in the Provinoe. 3Since then, the aim of surcessive British
govammnents all along has besn to end violence and terroxrism
in Norxthemn Irelend and establish pesce through varfous
political, social and ecomomic yeforms.) But these reforws
gould not he carried cut due to local oppositione.

The Civil Rights Association ’s merch of 1 Janwary 1969,
denanding eqwl richts, especially ‘one man one wte', led
to violence in Forthern Irelmmd. Though the Labour Govermment,
which wvas in power then in Britain, had the inmtemtion to cerry
o the five-point ruformation prograrme ( see Chapter III for
details), Terence O'Keill, the Morthem Ireland Prime Minister,
folled to implement these reforms due to division 4n his own
Calkiret, Howewer, the Governor of Horthern Iveland set uwp a
Commmigsion urder the chatmanship of Lord Cameron, to inquire
into the ‘mature ond causes' of the viole'ce of 3 Jenwery 19695.
And, this move vas welcomed by the Labour Governsent in
Nestminster, headed by Harold Wilsm.?

1. Gary Bicks, "NHortherm Irelend: The Britiash Government'sg
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The Cameron Commission Report, published om 12 September
1969, found that ‘a punber of police.man were guilty of mis.
condugt’e? It said that there was inadequate and wnfair
house allocstion by the local authorities who had refused to
adopt a point system in assessing priorities of nead.$

Jamos Callaghan, Home Secretary, annowmnced fn the House
of Commons on 21 April 1969 that due to growing violerce, the
British forcesg vere posted to protect the electricity, water

and other public services installetions in Northem Ireland.’
waver, shortly afterwards, Terence O'Reill, Prime Minister
of Northem Irelend, was replaced by Chichester Clark. B,
the new Prime MNinister too wvas unable to check the growing
violence in the Province. Major riots toock plece in Londonderry
snd Belfast on 12 July 1962 and 12 August 1969 respectively,
vhich led the British Governmert to semnd its txvops to quell
the violence and suwpress the Civil Rights u:awhus.‘ However,
in comparison, the 12 July ricts wvere not 0 serious as the
ricts of 12 Auwgust 1969. The August riots lasted for five
days and took the 1ife of 8 pecple and injured 414 civilians,
226 policemen ond one British goldier. The Cammissian, which
was set up by the lNorthern Irelsnd Governmant, wmder Lord

3.

de Se8 Appendix II for figures on Housing.

Se UK, Commons, W, series 5, wl, 782,
session 19n8.69, cols. .

6. Liam de Paor, %mm ( Bagmondeworth, Bngland,
1970), ppe 199,201,



Justice scaman, to go into the details of the violence,

found that 'protestants were the sggressors’ .7

The British Government's mair objective was to establish
peace in Morthem Ireland. Keeping this in mind, Janes
Callaghan, after sending troops to Northern Irelamd, proposed
a nunbex of yefopna, vhich inciuded the appointment of an
mbudmman to desl with the citizens' complaints, the establish.
neitt of a central housing authority, end to ami.Catholie
HAfecrirination in public employment, ye.organization of the
Royel Ulster Congtabulary and the abolition of the B.specials.®
This vas aleso Jnown as the 'Downing Sreet Declsration’,
Callaghan thought that these proposals would satisfy the
Catlolic Carmunity. But the Unionists were opposed to the
inplementation of these reformas.

On 19 Auguwst 1969, a top.level meet ing at 10, Downing
Street was held, Detween Harold Wilsom and Chichester Clexk
in vhich Jemes Callaghen, the Home Secretary, kichael Stewsrt,
the Fogeign and Canmonweslth Secretary, Oenis Hesley, the
Secgetary of &tats for Defemte, lord jtonham, Minister of
State st Home Of fice, J.L.Us Andyews, the Dty Minister of

o e e R L s C———
Eexthamn _Ixsland (1o ’ ¢ Pe 16,
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Northern Irelend, R.W. Porter, Minister of Home Xffairs in
orthem Ireland, Brain Faulkner, »iniaster of Developmemt

aleo participated, The declaration fssued after this meeting
said;

The U.Xe Govermment renf firms that ... without
the conaent of the people of Korthern Irelsnd

or from the pevision in dection I of the

Ireland act 19549, that in no event will or any
part thereof cease to bs part of the Mnited
Kingdam without the consant of the Parligment 9
of lorthern Ireland, The border s not e issue,

Following the talks Detwoen the British and Northem
Ireland Governments on 19 August 1969, an Advisory Cormittes,
wmder the chairmanship of lord Hunt, was set wp to examine
the recruitment, organimmtion, the furctions an@ the structixe
of the Royal Ulster Oonstebulazy (RUC) and the Ulster Special
Constabulary (UV3C). The Hunt Comcittes was appointed on
25 mgust 1969, and its report was published on 10 october
1965, The peport sugested that RUC ghould be digsrmed and
USC should be phased cut. Further, it recommended that the
RUC ghould work om the patterm of Britiash ;olice with an
independent police authority to control it. It alao supgested
that the B.gpecial (Ulster Fpecial Constadbulary) should de
eplaced by a part.time military foroe. This report was
acospted by the British Govemment. 0

e

9.

10, Bnold uum.
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The British Home Socretary, James Callaghan, paid a
visit to Rorthemn Ireland on 9.10 October 1969 end agked
Northern Ireland Prime Minister, Chichester Clark, to
axpedite his refom prograrmes Thus from September 1969 to
December 1969, a number of refomm bills were passed by the
Rorthem Ireland Government to deal with the complaints of
local departments and other public rodies. A Parliswentary
Conmissioner for Administration, and a Comsdsgioner for
Complaints both completely independent of the Goverrment,
vere sppointed in 1969, A new centrel housing authority
wvas established under the Housing Executive Act (Forthemm
Ipeland) 1971, to be pesponsible for sll public authority
housing and allocation. The allocation henceforth was made
on the besis of a points uysun.u A Ministry of Community
Relations vas established? to forrulate and sponsor policies
for the improvement of community relations and & Community
Relationg Commission independent of the Government, was set
W to foster hamonious relstions in the community w der the
lesislation passed in 1969,.12

11s The point system ia thet there 18 e central housing
suthority vhich will ensurfe & complete abgsnce of any
discriminetion or any charge of diacrimingtion in
housing allocation.

12.
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Ian FPreeland, the GOC, who was given the command of
Northem Irelsnd, alsc wvarned the local Ulster politicisns
that they should show fawureble attitufes in golving their
own problens, as the smmy could not stay for an indefinite
period on the street.}?

However, during the middle of 1970, there vas a change
of Government in Britain. The Lalour Govermment was replaced
by 8 Congservative Covernment in the Generel Elections of 18
June 1970. As @ result, Edward Heath became the Prime
Minigter, and Reginald Maudling became the new Home 3Secretarye.
It say be mentioned thest so long as the lalnur Covernment was
in power, the Mmicnist Party in Forthem Ireland had an uneasy
relationship with the Labour Govermsent. But, with the
advent of the Conssrvetive Party in power at Vestminster,
this relationship got ssoothened. Thus, the Oonservative
Government supported their treditional ally, the Unionists,
without having any clesz-cut policy towerds Nocthemm Irelend, 14

A8 soon as Regineld Maudling became the Home Secretery,
the sjituation in Noxthernm Ireland begen to chenge rapidly.
He gave full powers to the Ulster Unionists ¢to curb the
growing violence, Thus, the Unionists Degan to snjoy direct -

S

1. ey el i r e, T A e
Rorihepy, Jrsleeds Crisis sod

also ses Jotn Magee,
conflict (London, 1974), pe .

4. James Stewart, "The Stuation and Struggle in Rorthemn
Irelana®, g.mq Pﬂ; (London), vol. 19, noe 8,
August 1975, p. .




cmtrol over the British Army in Uliaster. And, within fourteen
days, the Arwmy swnung into sn anti.terroriast campeign aguinst
the IRA. The British troops also sealed of £ the lLower Falls
ares in Belfast mnd a curfew was also clampe?d down there.

The policy of the Conservative Governmert remained
unchanged, Konetheless, it could herdly check the growing
viclence. On 10 March 1971 three unarmed Scottish goldiers
vers taken from a pub st Ligoniel on the outgkirts of Belfast
and shot in the back of the hesd.!® The Prime Minister, rawverd
Heath, on 22 March 1971 in a Perlisnentary debete stated that;

ese €O maintain lavw and order to prevent cornmunal
strife and to root out terrorism, Britiah Govern.
ment will continue to support the Ammy with all

the authority wvhich needed to garry out the 1
nilitary measures judged necessary for the purpose. 7

It vas under these circumstances thet Brisn raulkmner
becgne the Prime Minister of Northern Irelsnd on 23 March
1971« 1Indead, he got the golid hacking of the Consetwvative
Governament vho was very keen to check the gmowing terrorism,.
“ith the consent of Britigh Govemment rasulkner imtroduced
‘Intermment ' without trial on 9 August 1971. During Reginald
Maudling ‘s tenure as Home Jecretary the internment carps were

1S, Andrew Boyd, “Ouickstand of Ulster®, JNation (Mew York),
3rd December 1973, pp. 59495,

B, WX, Comons, W. series S, wol. 813,
session 1970.71, o©ol. and als> see Rarold Wilson,
) 12241926 (London,
o Do )

17. UK, Cormons, W. serijca S, vol, 814,
secasfion 1970.71, col. ™
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opened at long Kesh and at muuqan.“

The ‘internment' led to the arrest of hundreds of pecple
wvho werse either Cstlvlic Repuhlicsns or supporters of Civil
Rights movement. Twelve pecple vere shot dead, 150 houses
ware bumt and 337 people vere arrested on the save day. 19
This mags detention withowt trial and ‘physical brmtality®
sroused htetsr public ressntment., Subsequently, Reginald
Maudling agreed to set wp an inquiry committee wnder 3ir
Edmund Campton, to fnvestigate the allegations, made by
those arreated on 9 August 1971 under the Civil Athorities
Specisl Powers Act (Northern Irelsnd) 1972, of physicel
brutality while in the custody of the security forces prior
to either their subsequent release or their bdeing lodged
ir. & place specified in a detertion order. |

Though most of the allegations wvere proved in the
report, the incidemts of violence were regarded as "ill
troawment” puther than ‘physical rutality'. The mve
serious allegations which the cosmittee vas alile to investi.
gate were yeltted to the subsequant intermgestion in 4epth
of 11 fniddvidusls. Here again the committee found mo evidence
of ‘physioal brutality'. The Govermmet rejested the contertion
thet “the methods currently awthorised for interrogetion
contains any elemont 0f cruslty or britality. The report of

18. Andrew Boyd, "What if Englend Fulls Out?®, Itign.
8 My 1976, p. 851,

19, Conor Cruise O'Brien, $teteg of lralad (londomn, 1972),
PPe 31577



the oommittee alao confirms this vicw".zo

On 30 Jununry 1972, the Civil Rights Association
organised a march sgajinst ‘intemmment‘. The decision to
oontinue the march within the Bogside and Creggen wes succCess-
fully earried out deaspite the opposition of the Chief
Superintendent of police in londonderry. This led to magsive

violence in which thirtean Catholicg were shot dead and
sixteen mjuxod.u

A Committoes headed Dy lLord Widgery wes constituted to
enjuire Into the events of the 'Bloody Sunday’ (30 Janmary

1972)« Aftur the enquiry the ¥Widgery Conmittee had come
to the conclusion that:

Thers would bave been no desths in Londonderxy
oan 30 January 4f those who orgsmized the illegal
march had not theredy cremted a highly dsngesrous
situstion in which 8 clash between: desonstrestoras
and the seaurity forces wes inevitable .... Yor
the most part the soldiers acted as they did
because they thought their orders required it
seee In the conditions prevailing in Rorthern
Irelend, however, this is often inescspedle. (22)

20.

ai. Harold Wilason, ne. 16, p. 67, and el see Jobn A,

Murphy, ad,., (Dublin,
1981), Forth fmpression, p. 168.
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However, viidgary Report caused resantment among the Cathiolie
omranitye

On 24 March 1972, Edwaxd Heath, the British Prime
Minister, made certain proposals on Morthern Irelend, Those
yroposals were: (1) in the hope of taking the Inrrder out of
the day-toeday political scene, snd sz a resgsurasnce that
there would be no change in the Border without the consent
of a majority of the people of Northemn Ireland, he proposed
beriodic plebiscites on this issuey (2) a stert would bhe made
on phasing owt intermment; and (3) the lawv and oxrder issues
should be trensferred to Westminster.23

Though the first two proposals were asccepteble in
principle to the Government of Northern Ireland, Prime
Minister Brian Faulkner refused to accept the propcsal for
the trensgfer of gesponaibility for lsw and order fyom Stormont
to Westminster, Ho warned that if any such proposals were
inplemented, it would enteil the resignation of the Covermment
of Morthern Ireland, But, the British Gowernment was not
ready to coppronise on this isaus and as & result the Government
of Northern Irelend pesigned. Northem lreland was placed
under the Direct Rule on 24 rarch 1972 es per the Mortherm
Irelend (Temporary Prvisions) act3®, of 30 rareh 1972, which
prorogusd the Northern Iyxeland Pgrlisament and gave the Britigh

23. WK, Comnxons, g_gnnm%hm. saries 5, wl, 833,
session 1971.72, cols. 0.

24. Jolmn A. Murply, ne 21, pe 168,
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Parliament power to legislate owver Forthern Ireland. A
Secretery of State for North Ireland waa eppointed to exercise
the functions previcusly underteken by the Northesr Ireland
Government, and with overell responsibility for the Rorthern
Ireland deperteent, Thus William Whitelaw became the firet
Secretary of Stete for Northem Irelend.?®

Had Callaghen alolished the stommont in August 1969,
wvhan the Ulster Miocnists were def eeted both morslly and
politically, and vhen it became clear with the resignation
of Terence ('Neill from the Ulster Premiership that the
intention of any govermment dominated by Unionist would be
to obstruct and not to sccept and promote Civil Rights reforms
for Catholics in Horthern Ireland, the situstion would heve
been Aifferent.

Hovever, following the introduction of the '‘drect rule’,
continuous discussions were held between the Secretary of
Jtate for Northern Ireland, Williem Whitelaw, and representatives
of all shades of opinion in the province about the future
aduinistretive structure of Rorthern Ireland., These discussions
culminatad into a Conference &t Darlington, on 25 Septswber
1972. The Conference weas sttended by three of Rorthern
Irelandts politioml perties . the Ulster Unionist Farty,
the Al 1iance Paxty and the Rorthem Ireland Labdour Pany.”

35« David Butler and 2nne sloman, W.
%(mm, 1978), Pe snd also ses Richard
k; h

Ian Mc Auutet.

2.
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The outcome of the 'Osrlington Conference' wes published

in & Green Peper, “Tha Future of Yorthem Xxelend”, in October
1972. &Subesquent consultstions held betwveen the Jecretary of
Jtate for Northern Ircland and a wider range of political
parties (including the docial Democretic and Labour Party -

the main Opposition perty representing predominartly, Romen
Catholics) and other groups and individurls in the Province

d448 not produce any single ast of proposels for a constitutional
settiement, Dut thay A1d sugoest the possibility that importent
agpects of such & sottlament could be framed in & vay likely

to gain the scceptance of the Northern Ireland pecple aa a
vhole, %7

It was also stated thet,

The object of geal participstion should be achieved
gl ninority interests a share in the exeraciss
sxecutive power 1f this can be achiewved by neans

vhich are not unduly cosplex or agtificisl, and

wvhich do not represent an obetacle to sffective
government, (28)

On 8 March 1973, & plebiscite on the bordsr questiom
wos held under the provisions of NForthem iIreland (Border Poll)
Act 1972, in fulfilment of & pledje given by the inited
Kingdom at the time of the intyxoduction of the direst rule.
Every citisen of the Province aged 18 or over was asked to

27« UK, HeMeSe0s, HNorthern Ireland Office, W
W. 1972, pere 40, 75, cited fyom Mo
Re

> 9 o Po 1210

28, Derek Birrell, "A Govermmant of orthern Ireland and
the Ohstacle of Power.sharing®, ;&W
(Londomn ), vOole 52, no. 2, April.June 1981, pe. .
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state vhether he or she wvished Northern Irveland to remein part
of the United Kingdom or to be joined with the Irish Republic

outaide the Mnited Kingdom, The pesult of the poll wes as
followss

To prexein as part of the UK 591,820
To join wvith the Irish Republic 6,463
Spoiled wotes 5,973
Totsl elactorate 1,031,633
Abstention wote 427,37

However, the S)LP and the IRA sbstained fyom the wuac.”

Shortly after the boxder poll, the British Government
published (on 20 March 1973) a White Paper entitled, ‘iorthemn
Ansland conetitutiopal Propcanla’e The White Paper proposed
that there should be -

(a) & Mrthern Ireland Assembly of 80 members elected dw
the aingle transferalle wote method of propurtional
represen tat fon, applied to twelve Westminster consti.
tusncies. 7The new legislature will be designed to create
& styong link between the Assembly and the Executive 80
that {t include representatives of Moth the mirowity
and the majority. It was envisaged that & member of the
Assambly will att as the head of each Depertment of
Horthern Ireland, The Executive will be collectively
formed by the heads of the each Department, 1ike

29, Betty Sinclair, “Northern Irelsnd”, W.
J:g%l 1973, sand also see The Timgs (London), arch
L
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education, agriculture etc, of Northem Irelsnd.

(b) There will continue to be a 3ecretary of State for
Forthern Ireland., He will undertake the necessary
aonsul tation leading to the dewolution of povers,
administer certain servioces ressrved to the Unfted
Kingdom Covernment ard be pesponsible for British
interests in Northem Irsland, The dewolution of
powers after the formation of an Executive which can
no longer be asolely based upon one sirgle patty’o. will
solely perain with the Secretery of Rtate for Northern
Ireland,

{c) Cortain resexrved matters l1ike the ‘law and order’ will
reme in with hestrinster, Fowevar, the Assembly after a
devolution of powers, will be &ble to legislate in

reapect of moast mgtters sffecting Northem Irchnd.n

() The White M per also proposed additional safeguards to
protect the rights of the wvhole community snd of grouws
within $t, and recognised the existentce of wht was
termed “the Irish Dimension” . i.e., the coremmity of
interests that existed betveen the Irish Republic and

Rorthesn Ird.na.’z

These nev conatitutional arrengenents were subsequently
incorpozeted in the Northern Irvxeland Assembly Act, 1973, and

30, Brisn Faulkner, ed., Mampira of 8 Ratesmd (London,
1978), P« 188,

31. m‘ a.’i.s.i)..

3. Ibide, PPe 29«30,



the Northern Ireland Constitution Act, 1973. The iihite Paper
proposals became law on 18 July, 1973 which abolished the
post of Governor and the perlisment of Northern Ireland.

It replaced the Government of Ireland Act, 1920,

In the meantime, wvhile the constitutional arrengements
for the adminjstretion of the province were being worked out,
the recrganimmtion of locel govemnment was going shead.
Elections to the Northern Ireland Parlisment hecd always been
bagad on universal adalt aulfrage but the locel Government
frenchise vas based on property quald fications. Under the
Electoral Lew Act (Northern Ireleand) 1969 the principle of
wmiversal adult suffrage was introduced for local governrent
slections and wting age for all electiona was reduced fyom
21 to 1., Under local government reorganisation intruduced
in 1973, the existing 73 local suthorities wvere replaced by
26 rew District Councila. Elections to the 26 new District
Councils (in which there wexe 1,222 candidates generelly
representing 17 political parties) were held on 30 May 1973
under single transtorahle wte cyatem.” The nev azrrangements
for local government cams into operation &n october, 1973,

In general the proposels received the fullest messure
of acceptince fyom the centre parties of Northern Irelandr
the Alliance Party, the Northesn Irvelsnd labour Party, and
the Liberal Party. The attitude of the DL was quite

33. Joln Hages, me
(London, 1974;, p. .
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critical, but the party did consider that the proposals

offered sume hope for the future, both fn building a new
Hoxthem Ireland and in forging closer links with the Republic.
The District Councile election was followed by Assembly elections
on 28 June, 1973, which wvas condutted by the single trensfersbhle
wte method of proportional repressentation for 76 Assembly
soate, distributed awong 12 Forthem Irzeland Westminster
constituenties. The pesult gave the ‘prothite Papert

nionist Party, vhich had more or leas agreed to Pritain'sg
Power.dharing scheme, 24 seatsy the SOLF 193 ‘anmti.Mhite

Paper! Mnioniet and other ‘loyelist' groups 26 (the lergest
groyp returned to the Assembly} vhich wes an allimnce of
Protestant militantg whose aim was ¢to0 rejet the Power.ghrring
government with Catholics and make the Assermbly urworkable,

the Allience Party 8, and the orthern Irelsnd Labour Party 1.34

(m 29 Jugust 1973 Prime Minister Edward Hesth visited

Balfagt and addéresased the people of Northem Ireland, He
amid;

The Xorthern Iraland Conatitution Act ie now the

law of the land and you have elected repregantatives.
It is their work to {orm an executive and take over
the powers which the VYestminster Parlisment has shown
itself prepered to hand owr to them ceee I rouliase
full well that we are ssking much of the parties

of the Agserbly to work together in the irterest

of the whole cammun ity of Forthern Irvelsnd weee
Although at the woment responsibility for security
18 being kept at Hestminster, the Emecutive will of

34. Merxiyn Rees, “"Northern Irxeland 1974", W
{Lordan ), vol. 224, noe. 1297, Fobmnry »
p. 57, aad 3190 see Boyd, ne 15, Ppe 596.



course be able to discuss these probleme with
the secretary of 3tate eses At the same time

the Government in Westmingter and Dublin,
together with the Northern Ireland Executive

can get on with working out the machinery, in
the form of developing ministers, to meet the
roquirements of the Irish Dimenasion to which

Her Majesty's Government has pledged itesle. (35)

In gotober 1973 talks dbegsn batween the leaders of the
of ficial Unjonist Pexty (wvhich was ‘proihite Paper) and the
Secretaxy of Rete for Korthern Ireland on the possibility of
forming a Fower.dharing Executive. 9n 21 November, 1973 they
sgreed to form an aduinimration for Forthem Ireland,

Though several attempts to find & pesceful golution for
the problem of Northern Irelsnd were made by the British
Govermment, they were foiled by the local political perties
or by the two communitisg .. the Protestants smAd the Catholics.
Howewer, the ‘Bumingdsle Mreement' (6.9 Decenbsr 1973) was
a landmaxk in the history of MNorthern Ireland, These tripartite
talks between the leadsrs of the Korthern Ireland parties in
the Emecutiwe designate, and the ministers of Britain and the
Irish Republic led to the agreamant on pover-sharing between
the representatives of nth ssctions of the commmity in
lorthern Irelsnd, This was the right move taken by the
Conservative goverament to give politicsl courage to the
locel political parties, during its last phase of its tenure

35« Statement by the Prime Minister, Ederd Hesth to the
people of dorthern Ireland, on a visit to Belfast,
9 Mgust 1973, (Dublin), 30 August 1973,
cited from Magee, ne e Pe 180,



in office.3®

The main pointg in the agresmant weres (a) that a
Council of Ireland composed of geven ministers from the Irish
Repubdlic and the seven membors of the Northern Ireland
Emocutive, & Congultative Assembly and a Secretariate,
assisted by 30 merbers esch fyom the Kortheen Ireland Assembly
and the Dail, should be set upy and (b) that Britein and the
Irish Republic should register solem declarstions with the
United Rations to the effect that the status of Northem
Ireland could not be changed without the consent of & majority
in the provinece; (c) that, an anglo-lrish Commission of Jurists
would emamine propoasls for dealing with fugitive offenders
and make recommendations; (4d) the British govermmmant promisged
‘0 bring detention to an end in Northern Ireland for all
sections 0f the commurity as soon as the sscurity situation
permitsa’ .37 The British Prime Minister, Rdward Hesth welcomed
this move and said that this sgreement was "a very considerable

achiovement® .38

On 31 December, 1973, the Power-Shering administretion
was swom in 4ir Belfast and sssumed office on 1 January 1974,

3. John Hume, "The Irish Uuestions A British Prohlem
mm (New York), wol, 58, NOe 2, wtmcr 1979/80,
Pe see Wilson, n. 21, pe. 70.

37. xger O'Ballance, WW
(Nowto, UsSeAs, 1)s Pe an 0 806 Me

ster, ne 236, Po 131,
B. rctaonlila (Bew York), 9-.15 December 1973, p. 1028,



with Brian Faulkner as the Chief Executive and Gerard Fitt,

lesader of the 30L.P, as his deputy. Buat this power.gharing

goverament conld not last lorg snd when, or 28 Fedruary 1974,
the labour Government Cgms to pover it failed to maintain

peace in Horthern Irelsnd, Merlyn Rees, vho repleced Frencis

Pym as the Jecretary of gtate for Morthem Ireland 4n March
1974, said that he would follow the policy of the outgoing
Goveroment and asserted, in a mejor debete on the Ulster

situstion on 4 April 1974, thets
¥hen wve vere in Opposstion we supported the pre.
vious administration in its policies. Ve head
our Aifferences, It on all matters of principle
there was all.party support for the Govemment
of the day. It 1a ocur sim to maintain this
ap.;voach towerds FRorthern Ireland in this Parlis.

Bent. Our policies will be firmly baged on those
of ouy pretocesiors in of £iCe seee (39)

NHonetheless, the Power.gharing Executive wvhich Willfam
Whitelaw so painstakingly established at the Sunningdsle
Corforence in December, 1973, was over thrown by Ulster
Horherg Council (which had besn established in 1973 following
the collapse of the Loyslist Association of Workers), on 29

May 974, vhen they organised a general strike which paralysed
the economic life in Morthern xul.and.‘o However, the Labour

». UK, Comans, mm. seriess S5, wl, 871,
session 1973.74, col. .
40, Richard Clutterbuck, BRpitain 1B MOnY: 08 QR
( L.om do! B) e PPe a] 50
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Governmert did not make similar ef fort as the Conservatives
had shown. Had Merlyn Rees gone for the negotistion with
Nater YVorkers' Council (BiC), vhen Brian Faulkner advised

him to open a “"dialogue” with the strike leaders, the situstion
could have been Aifferent. Instesd, in a televised aspeech: on
2% May 1974 British Prime M inister, Harcld Wilson, called

them (WWC) as “thuge” snd "bullses*. 43

Though om & April 1974, the British labour Party had
outlined 8 new programsne £or lorthern Ireland, which fncluded
the phased relesse of prisoners held without trial in Northern
Ireland; ramowal of the ban on the Protestant Ulster Volunteer
Foroe and the Simn Tein, the IRA's politicel army recruitment
of moxe Catholics in the Roysl Ulster Constabulary, Ulster's
overvhelringly 7rotestant Police forcey and fmmediate ascsign.

»ent of extra troops for a mapjor opsration to prevent movement
of arms and mlcuvda into the Paovineo.“

on 4 July 1974, shortly after the introduction of
direct rule, the Government published another White Paper,
‘the Jorshem lxalsnd Constitution®. eontainiag nev proposels
which were subsequently enactod as part of the Forthern Ireland
Mt 1974, This Act provided for a Constitutional Conwvention
of 78 menbers tO be elected on 3 milti.member besis from
the 12 parlismentary const ituencies bw the gingle trensferable

41. JFocta oo Tils, 1 June 1974, p. 431,
42, 1Ibid.



wte nethod of pr.portichal reypresentation “:0 consider what
provision for the Govermme:t of Northern Ireland is likely to
cormand the most widespreed aconptance among the commnumity

there®. o

The Act sls0 provided that the Convention should have
an independent Chairman®® and dectded wpon its own procedure;
that the Convention should produce a report (or reports) cn
its conclusions to the secpetary of State who §n hig tum
would lay it before the Perliament; aad that the Convention
should be diasclved an the date when the final repoxrt wes
delivered, or six monthg after the first mesting of the
Convent ion, vhichever was the earlier. In opxder to help the
members of the Convention in their deliberetions, the United
Kingdom Government published three discussion papers on the
main issues requiring consideration.

The Northern Irelend Assesbly was dissolved at the end
of March 1975 and elections to the Convention were held in
early May. The Uhited Ulstor Uniomist Council, whose hesd
vas Ernest Baird, comprised of the Official njonists, the
Vanguard Unionist and the Democretic mionist Party, won 46
out of the 78 seats, The number of ssats won by esch party
was as follows: Of ficial Unjonist 20, Vanguspd Unioniat 14,
LJemocratic Unjonist perty 12, Indspandent Unianist pearty 1,

43. UK, HeMe8e0e, mn,;mm_xswm. Qmd,
5675 (1974), pe 17.

4. The sppointment of the Chairman ( Sir Robert Lowry, &
former Loxyd Chief Justice of Northem Ireland) was
annownoed in March 1975,
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mionist Party of Northern Ireland (Mr, Faullner's Party) 5,
%P 17, Allienos Party 8, snd Kortharn Irelsnd Lalour
Party 1“5

Meanwhile Merlyn Rees, the Secpetary of State for
NHorthemn lrelend, asked golitical perties and other bodieg
for their vievs about the future shope of the authority, and
8844 that his chojce would reflect the Govermment‘'s hope of
inczensing the acceptability of the Royal Ulster Constabulary.
The Constitutional Conwvention bagan its work later in May
1975 but begic Jif ferences of opinion arose, particularly
betwveen the UJUC and the SLP, The Convention was Aissclved
in November 1975 after wting thet the recommendations of
the UUUC ashould be presented to the Secretary of Stete os

the Convention's final report, but wumfortunately, it was
rejected by the 3P, The Convention was reconvened in
Janusry 1976 to consider certain specific messures referred
to it by the secretary of State for Northem Irelammd, but wvas
dissclved in March 1976 vhe: it became clear thet there was
no prospect of agreoment betwWeen the parties and thet corpro.
mise was mpouihlo.“

Follawing the £final disaclution of the Oonstitutional
Conventian the Governmant concluded thet a period of co:stitu.
tional stability wes needed to tackle the Province's economic

45. W (New Delli), 10 May 1975.

e ( oat PE‘S&st. 1976),

citod rom B:ltrau. Ne 28, 186.87.
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and security problems, slthough the aim was atill for a
Adaveloped system of government in Forthern Ireland. Jirect
rule, as provided for in the Rorthern Irelend Mt 1974, was
reneved for the second time in July 1976 (and suhsegquently for
further periods of a year in July 1977 and June 1978 and
again after 1978 till september 1982 it was ranewved amnuslly).
Talks between the polit:cal parties in the latter pert of

1976 showed that thera wvas agreerent on the principle of

dev. lution and the Govemment reaffirmed on many occeajons
that its objective was for a stable and Adurable form of
daveloped snd dewlwed covermment which comrended the support
of the vaast mjority of the populstion,

In June 1978 the British GCovemnment again outlined
the five criteria: (a) there should be a single Assembly,
slected by proportional representaticony (b} that the Agsembly
should exerciss renl responsibility over a wide range of
functions and have a consultative role in legislationy (c)
the agrrangements should be tumporary and envisege progress to
full legislative dewlution; (d4) althouwgh temporary, they
rust be durable which reens that minority interests must be
ae feguarded and that Northemn Ireland politicesl parties nust
be prepared to make them work; (e) they must make good admiris.

trative sense.

n 3 May 1979 the Congerwtive Governmant came to power
in Britain snd Roy pason was replaced by Hunphrey Atkinas,

Direct rule continued only in the shaence of agreement withi:
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Nogthemn Ireland on & form of devolved government, However,
Hunphrey Atkins, secretary of stste for Northemn Ireland, said
in the Bouse of Commons on 2 July 1979;

Direct rule is not the best way of adninistering
the af feirs of Northemn Ireland, It was designed
only as an interim egreament, &8 SLOPLIBP seee The
Government © not went direct rule ¢o continue
any longer than is strictly necessary. It is ny
earnest wish to see it replaced by a form of
governpemt which will <.. give to the penple of
Northem Ireland more control over their owr
8ffalrs coese (")

To replace direct rule the Conservative Covemment took
& now inftiative for itas politicel solution and on 25 October
1979 the secretary of sdtate, Humphrey Atkina, amnounced that
the Govermment would put to Parlisment at an early date
proyosals for transferring some of the power to logslly-elected
repyesente tives of the government in Northern Irelamnd, which
wvill thes exercised from Westminster. Aleo there would be
"reagonable and appropriszte arrengements to teke accownt of
the interests of the minority®, In this context the Govemment

publisted a White Paper®s The Governmegt of Noxthern Ireland -
Aioxking Paper fox a confexcpog, in FNovember 1979, It wes
stated in this White Paper that the proposed Conferance would
be concemed with the tranafer of power within the Tnited
Kingdom but it would not discuss issues like °'Irish 'nity’,

6. Ux, Commons, series 5, vol, 969,
segafon 19 s COLlB, .

48. A "White Paper” is 0 statenment of govermment policy,
and a "Green Paper®, owtlines government thinking and
is for discussion,
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or 'Oonfederstion’ or ‘Independence', However, this thite
Peper proposed & conferwnce of the main polities] perties to

try to reach the higheat level of agreement on & tranafer of
powvers to locally clected representatives. ¥While the Covernment
Mated its willingneas to recormend to Parliament any workable
tenafer of powers vhich might be accepted or acceptable to

the people of Forthern Irelsnd as a whole. It seid thet @

nBew pattern maust be sought which would tske full sccommt of

the neeis and anxie*ies of hoth sides of the commit.y.”

The 1979 White Paper had aset out an agenda for the
Conference under three hecdingss (1) the nature of the dewlwved
Institutions; (14) the povers to be devolved apd (£14) the
weya of safeguarding the interests of the minority. The
institutions issue vas relzted to the usual dewlution agenda
the method of FYlection, the ngture of the Legislature and the
Reecutive and the type of cummittes systesy; advisory or
investigatives On the question of powers to be transferred,
it asked wvhether these should be like 1973 Constitution, i.e.
aimilar to Stormomt's renge of dewlwved powers, ewcluding
socurity snd lav and order. Altoerna‘*ively, & more linited
range of functions could be dewolved, for emmple, the subjects
devolved could ke pestricted to those that is the responsibility
of logal saumthorities in Gyeat Britain. The secon! issue vas
related to the exteat to which povers should be trensferred,

e UK, HMoBeey WW
W- e Yo

PPe
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In this regard three broad possibilitics were identified:

(a) the transfer of all exesutive and lexislative povers;

(b) the transfer of sll emscutive powers; (¢) and the trensfer
of only those executive powers vhich were exercised by local
amhorities in Great Pritain. The third optionm (e), reised
the possidil ity of dividing the province into two oF more
geographical areas to exercise this renge of powers, in effect
8 form of looal governmeant, 3t had besn assumed in the years
before 1979 that the Conserwatives were planning 8 definiste
Propossl to introduce some gystem of locsl gowernmant as an
sltemative to & dewolved megiomal governmant,>®

Gn the role of the mirorsty, this Wwhite Peaper's views
were once again &8 yestatenamt of the views expressed ginece
1973, snd soms of the ideas Aiscussed ag poseidle weans of
recognising the interest of the minority were similar to those
put forward in the 1974 ¥White Paper. Thus there vere proposals
for weighted votes in a lagislative or weighted wtes in an
Upper House or for & wwto v the Seoretary of Rate at the
instanCe of a stated minority of members. However, the
noture and oxtent of linorfty participetion in decision.
making wvere classified imo three Categories:

(a) Dby appointment, recognizing certain criteria,

as Iin 1973

{(b) fn proportion to party strengths in the slected

body (Assembly)s

50¢ Ibid., PPe S8y



{¢) Dby election sither by the assewbly or by the
slectorate as @ vhou.s" A altemative form of

minority participstion was also put forwasrd. If

executive powvers resided in committess, each with
regponsibility for certain subjects, minorfty
perticipetion could take the form of a shere of
chatmanships and/or seats On committees.

Table - 152

i

Institutions

Powers

Role of the Ninority

tigdal A

3ingle Chamber Assembly,
Cabinet Govemment
formed by largest party,.
Select Conmittees.

tigdel R

Bicaneral System.
Cabinet Govermment
formed by lapgest party.
Salect Committess,

liedal G

An Assembly with a

systen of Executive
rmit tees. Chairman
to ant as Minigters.

S1e Iv4de, PPe 8.9
$2. Ibid., PP 12.20,

Full senge of
powers similarx
to 1973 Act
emcluding 1lew
and order,

Full renge of
powers similar
o 1973 act
ewcluding law
and order,

Full range of
povers aimilar
to 1973 act
excluding law
and order.

Ewncutive and legis.
1ative sudbject to
weighted majority.
£0 per cent of
gelect comnittee
Chaimmanghips and
mezbership.

BPqual/large
representation in
sonete and/or
veighted majority
in Sennte.

Chairmenghip and
Comriittes wmembers
sllocsted On &
propostionate ngis
or uwse of sgpecial
represantetion or
weighted mejority.



Instittions Powers Role of the Minority
tedel D
Rlected Comneil, Executive Chairmenship and

A system of Emscutive
Ormittess.

teda) K.

Blected Courcil,

A Ewecwtive baeed
on &8 Gabinet gystenm,
3elect Committeos.

uedal X

Elected Council
or Councils
1inked with
funotional
Conmittoes.

functions of
Korthern Ireland
Department,

Executive
furctions of
Korthern Irelsnd
Departmant s.

Responasibilities
singlar €O local
government 4n
angland,

Comsittae members
elloceted on & Pro.
portionate besis or
use of gpecial
represantation or
weighted majority.

Execut ive subject tc
wte by weighted
mafjority. S0 per cent
representation in
Commit tee Chairmern.
ships and Cormit tee
nembership,

Allocetion of Chair.
wmanship and membership
of Committee On a
proportionate tasis,
fpocin)l represcrtation
or 4dsciaions by
weighted majority

In the 1979 Working Peper, six examples of different
forms of government were given which were reminiscent of the

1974 White Faper on Devolution within the "mited Kingdom,
The models incopgrated had three major facets: the fogm of
ins:itutions, the povers to be exercised and the role of the
minority and their main festures are outlined in Table 1.

In Janusry 1980 Atking chaired a conference to which

the four main polliticsl perties in Northern Ireland (Democretic



Wionist Purty, the fAlliance rParty, 3'LP and Official nioniat
Purty) were invited in which three accejpted to sttend the
Conference to regolve the crisis {except OUP), The purpoee

of the Conferance, which was opened on 7 Jenuary 19680 snd

was adjourned on 24 March, wes to {dentify the highest jossible
level of agreement on the way in vhich powers might be trens.
ferred from Westminster to the locelly elacted reprogentatives
in Northern Irelend, But the Conference failed to reach on

any agreenmant on & future system of governrent £for Northern
Ireland,

Hovever, in the light of the deliberations at the
Conference, the Governmert published on 2 July 1980, a discussion
paper, The Goverpmapt of Noxthese Iralsnd; Prowogels for fugther
Rissusitian, which argued that Northern Ireland needed workable
and stable political Snetitutions vith the consent of the
minority community.s It stated that the development of new
political arrengoments in Northern Ireland must yest on the
following fowundntions» “the minority community should be
confident that Norther: Ireland cemnot be sepsreted from the
rest of the nited Kingdom without the consent of a minority
of its people; the minority cormunity should accept and pespect
that facty; snd in reaponse the majority ghould ensure a
positive role for the minority cosmunity in arrengements for
the govermment of Northem Ireland, Aind it is in the interests
of both communities to recognize end develop the links that
exist between Northerm Ireland and the Republic of
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Itﬁlﬁd'os’

However, the discussion peper noted that there was
substant ial sgresmont on meny issuss like the form of locally
elected administration, a micameral assermbly, proportional
ropresentation elections, the range of dewlved povers, the
of fice of Secretary of sState and ssfeguards against discrird.
nation, etcs This, hovever, did not apply to one crucial
desus, how provision should be made for the participation
of reyrusentatives of the minority commmity in the Goverrment.
The last part of the dscussion paper dealt with the suggestions
for the invlvement of the minority community,

T™vwo options included 4n the diccussion peper to safeguard®
the interests of the minority in the exercise of authcrity in
Forthern Irelend were:; (1) a system wvhich gusrsteed any
porty, wimning a certain proportion of the popular wte, a
soat 4in the Executive; and (ii) the formation of an Mmescutive
by reference tc the strength cf the parties slected to an
Agssemhly or the possible direct election of an Emecutive,

wvhich neans a Powver.sharing govermment,

The Goverment's argurants for it were that "if the
adoption of a system vhich ensured that the minority community
had pleces on the Executive would crucislly affect the attitude
of the minority towards scceptance of the political institutions
of Korthern Izeland, then that c.nstitutes & powerful reseon

$3 UK, HeMySe e,

2K
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why the majority commumity should put aside its misgivings

end accept 2 systenm of 8 proportionately constituted execu.

ttw”.“
Teble « 2°°
Institutions Povers RMole of the Minority
toded A
s
M 4
odel A the cemscitive
Stngle Assembl Full renge Membership of the
Cabinet, Dapa of powers Execut ive
rental Committees. similar to
1073
tpdal B
Resjponsibil ity
‘odel B lshared within
the Assenmbhly

dingle Assembly, Full renge
Gabinet Depart. of powers
mental Coemittees. aimiler
Comncil of the tc 1973,
Assambly,

Vemberghip of &
Comneil of the
Assenbly with
blocking povers.

In the Model A, the minorities were given the mambership
of the Emscutive, dut in Model B, they vere gefreined fxom
the membership of the Executive, Nevertheless, it was

suggested that the minority without being repgesented in the

Rxecutive could share responsibility for the admirdstration

S4. Ibide, Pe 12,
88 Ibide, PPe 1l=1ée
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and to see that the interests of the minority commmnity

were adequately reflected in the decisions of the goverrment,
In the Model B, it was 8180 proposed a Council of the Assembly
witt an equal nurber between those swporting end those
oypusing the Exesutive. Further, the Council would consist

of the Cheirnan of departmental committess. The Council

have the pover to delsy, refer back or hlock the proposed
legislstion, or the power to appmve public esxpenditure,

It wvas pointed out that the proposed gyetem could not
work without the support of the two communit ies. The
Govemnmment could create fair and workalhlie institutions, but,
it could not create the will to make the institution work.
However, speaking in a TV grogremne of the BEC an 1 Jme
1991, Ewphrey Atking, the Jecretary of state for Forxthem
Izreland, said that the Government remsined determined to
sosk a political way forwaxd. In this regerd in Sumer 1981,
he amounced his intention to discuss with locsl politicians
@ proposesl to estallish & non.emecut ive Northern Irelend
Counail with the following functionas®
(1) to conaider and report to the sSecretery of state '

on the activities of the Rorthesn Ireland dapartmentsp
(2) to scrutinise proposals for legislationy end
(3) ¢o make proposals for the future govermment of Northem

Ireland that might be accsptable to both parts of the

community there.

3. Centml] Office of Information, W
‘m@; 1981). revd, @Me, Pe O
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These proposals proved unattrective to the leocal politi.
ciens and attenpts to engage them in serious discussions on
thess proposels fatled. In April 1982 the United Kingdom
Govarnment embaxked on & new initiative to continue its
sesxch for a widely acceptable form of devolved government.
¥Yor this it published & White Peper on Horthern Irelands A
w_tggm.” In the White Paper the Government
propoaed that;

(a) an election shall be held for a Rorthern Irelamd
Assembly.

(b) The Assenbly, from its inception, will have serutinieing
dalidberative and consul titive functions.

(¢) The Assembly will also be asked to pecommand to the
Secretary of State arrangements under vhich the whole
OF parxt of the range of legisletive and amscutive
reaponsidbilities previously transferred wmder the
Borthern Irelend Constitution Act 1973 could be exercised
by the Assembly and a dewlwved adrinistration snswersble
to it,

(4) Prrovided certain criteria are setisried, the Governmmant
will recommend to Perlisment that the arrangemants
recoemended by the Agsembly should be implemsnted and
appropriste povers tmdorxvﬂ.sa

57 UKy HeMoeBeClo o j 'EL) XY A 8 1 ¥ RO O N D : YOT} »
Cand. 8541 (1982),

58. Ibide, Pe B¢
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There would be & 78.member wnicomeral Assembly elected
by the single tmmnaforable wte method of proportional

representation, with esch Parlisnentary constituency retuming

8 pregeribed number of members to the Assemhly, Flections
would be held on 20 Oetober 1982 and subssquently ft would

e Lield every four years. The principel tssk of the Assermbly
wvould be ¢to yeach agreegnamt on how.devolved fynctions would
be m.”

Elections ware held in Forthern Izelsmd on 20 Octobey
1982 to establish the propossd 78.pember Northerr Irsland
Assembly. In the elections the Official Unionistas got 26
soats, Democratic Unionists 21 sests, Social Desocratic and
Ladour Party 14, Allismce Party 10, dinm Fein S, Indepen dent
mloﬁiot 1 and Ulster Populer Wnionist Perty got 1 sest .50
Bk, notadly, in the nevly constituted Northem Irvelamd
Aswenbly the Cetholic dominated 3ocial Democyetic amd Labour
Party and Sinn Fein have returned to take their seata, posing
a question mark on the efficiency of the Assenbly’s function
and alsc on the Westminster plan to restore a messure of
home rule for Northemn Ireland, Although the new Asssmbly
bas started functioning, it appears that the elections have
not bhrought any basic change In the gituation prewmlent in
Rorthern Ireland.

39. Ibdd.
60. ZIhe Times., 25 Cctober 19812,
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since 1972, berring & few montha in 1974 wvben "tgens..
ferred® functions in Northern Ireland were administered by
8 power.sharing Bxecutive respansidle to & locally.elected
Assently, 8 system of government known as 'direct rule’ hag
operzted in Northerm Irxeland. Under the ‘direct rule’, the
Perliament at Westrinster in vhich Northern Iveland fa
currently represented by 12 MPs, mekes laws for Forthern
Ireland while most govermmental functions in Northern Ireland
are exercised under the direction of the 3ecyetary of State
for Northemm Ireland, who 15 a member of the nited Xingdom
Cabinet. Though, never intended &as 8 permanent solution,
the digect yule 1s renewed annually by the ajted Kingdom
Parliisment.

Since the introducticn of direct rule in March 1972,
the British Govermment has taken several initictives in the
search for a political solutiom to the problem ia Northern
Ireland, Though different in approach and in context, all
were directed towards the restoration of dewlution to the
Province. But none of them was fully scoeptsble to both the
mejor Communities in Forthern Ireland, The major stumkling
bhlock was the issus of an executive role for the minority in
any fuwture devolwved government, so the previocus sttenpts vere
fajled. This was e in 1975 and 19680, James Prior, the
present Secyetary of 3jtate for Northern Ireland, smid in
Parliament during the debate on the second reading of the
Northern Ireland Rill, 1982:
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The Assembly is & necessary preliminary to politi.
cal stability. The Bill does not deliver a better
economy or batter security, but without it we
cannot proceed to & later stages. Much patience
and furthor negotiations will follow, and it will
take time, but without the lsserbly we osnnot set
out along this road. (61)

Keverthelegs, the outcors of Britigh Governmemt's
initiative of dewlved Governmemt in lorthem Ireland has
still to come up where political pertiss of Northern Ireland
will decide their fate, wvhether they went devolved form of
goverrment or direct rule. If the dewolved Adninistration
breaks down, the last resort would be the dissolution of the
Assenmbly and the resumption of direct rule, Another point
is thet, the 1982 Act does not mention any provision for
relations with the Republic or "the Irish Dimengion®., This
would certainly put obstacles in the way of the yelations
betwesn United Xingdom and the Irish Republic and in solving
the Northern Ireland problem through pescefyl means.

6l. UK, Foreign and Commonwesith Office, W:
AEwy Politicel Initistive, September 1982, b. de



Pulit ical Parties in Britain, and lorthesn Ireland as
well, have viewed the “orthemn lreland problem from various
angles. Their sttitudes were coniiticned generslly by the
developments in the local situation in Bdrthern Irsland and

8leo by their posaible impact on the present set wp of the
United Kingdom,

ATTI UDES OF FAJCR BATIONUAL PARTIES

she LAboux Serty

The Labour Party was in pover in Britain vhen the
prodbles of Forthern Ireland ceme to the fore in 8 serious way,
and, therefore, the Labour Farty*s initial ateitude to the
problem was moxre or less ifdenticel to the attitude of the
Govermment, Howvevery, it may be recelled that before the
Civil Rights Association’sg March on 1 January 1969, eapecially
for ‘one man one vote', the Lalkur Party, expressed the
readiness to carry ok the five point refopmstion programre,
1.0, (1) a point gysterm for housing slloaastiony (44} the
appointment of a Farlismertary Conmission for Administration
("mbudsran®)y (44i) alxlition of the company wote in locsl
slections; (iv} & review of the special powers icty; snd (v)
the replacenant of the old lLondondexry Corporetion by a

1

Developmant Commission. But the erwysion of wviolence in

1. John E. Sayers, “A Setbeck for Liberal Hopes: ' r. Paisley

Runs Capt, C'leill Close”, Bound whlg (London), no. 234,
April 1969, . 203,
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in Northern Ireland delayed the reformation programme, An
inquiry commission, under Lord Cameron, was set up tO report
the 'mature and causes' of the violence of 1 Jemaary 1969,
Toc men the major services like electricity, water and other
»ublic Snatallations in Northem Ireland Britigh truops wvere
sont.? The labour Party, however, welcomed this move. 3
Indeed, the responsidility for sending troops ¢ Northermn
Ireland to combat the Auguset 1969 riots wes also with the
Lalour Party.

ther the lecders of the polieical perties in Britain,
retumed aftor thelr 'mnuml Conference, in (Octobsr 1969,
Denis Healey, Labour Ferty leader stated: "Today, the learers
of thess political parties, just returned from thedir amnusl
confersnces prepering for a genersl election in Britain, sre
united in total solidarity on the most explosive issue (Ulater
problem) facing Pritain at the present tima".‘

However, before the Ceneral Flections were held in
Britein on 18 June 1970, Labour Farty published fits manifesto
which said:

lorthemn Ireland pregents rejor problems. Fifty
years of ona.party Tory rule have led to socisl

tensjons and lack of opportunitiea which erwypted
into major disorder last sumer, The Cowernmpent

2. K, Cormons, W.l series 5, vol. 782,
segaion 1968.09, cols. .

3. UK, Commoong, Bgﬂm;%z_m”. osrieg 5, wl. 776,
ssasion 1968.69, col,. e

4. Mory Turner, “social Democrats and lorthern Yreland,
1964..1970: The Origina of the Yresent struggle®, q%m
Beviey (lew York), wol. 30, nve 2, June 1978, p. 46.
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has helped gtabilise the situstion and has insisted
on reforms being carried out in Horthern lIreland
based on the practice ard principle of non.discrimi.
nation. In perticular, it has besn agreed that the
refora of locel government in Ulster ghall pmuceed
and that Central Housing Authority ehall bs set wp.
Britiash troops will remain in Horthern Ircland as
they are needed, (5)

The Lalour Ferty wes defeated in the election, But it
pros:ed for a staterent from the Government on the brthem
Ireland situstion. The increased rioting and violence in
Northern ireland foroed James Callaghan, shadow Homs Secretary
(Lakour) ¢o ask Regirald Meudling, the new Homo Secretsry, for
& foraceful detection, arrest and charging of those respongibdle
for the viclence. He 2150 asked for the ‘close control and
inspection of licensed rifle clubet.® More than 70 Labour
¥ra led by sSimon Mahon, signed a statement against viclenoce
in Northesn Ireland, They 8lso ealled upon the Britigh
Government and the Govermments of the Irish Repubdblic and
forthern Ireland "to appreise their full responsibilities
in relation to the present distress in Irclnnd".,

The result was the introduction of ‘internment’ on
9 august 1971, vhich caused ¢reve resentment in the British
Opposition parties., Labour Party leader, Harovld Wils:n,
apeaking on 'frtemmant'!, gaid 4n the House of Comrons, on
22 septembder 1971;

Se ToWeds Creig, ed., mm.s.aggn_umm.mmum‘
w (Lon&)n. 1915’. Pe *

6, Ihe Guardtan (Mancheater), 12 February 1971.
7. 1hid,
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The internment deciagion and the renner in vhich i¢
wvaas carriel through have crested & nary and greve
situation in liorthern Ireland. British mintstors
are regponsible © this Houese, end the course of
this dedate the Bouse snd those vhom we pepresent
here have the right @@ mueh fuller and frenker
infommation on wvhere the Governmant ere going, or
think they sre going, in the weeks aheed and what,
4f any, Conserwvative projcsals they have for
enguring in the future, 8s has not heen the cage
in the pest, that this Parliement end the Govern.
ment reapongible ¢ §t agsert the authority 4n
Horthem Ireland affairs vhich the situetion now
requires. (8)

Owing to rapid deterioration in the situstion in orthern
Ireland, Westminster decided to take the gsecurity control of
Northern Ireland in its own hand®, and intrnAuced 'Dipect
Rule®' on 24 March 1972 in Northern Ireland, From the point
of view of the lLabour Party, the ‘Direct Rule'’ was to be
introduced in the Province only as 8 last resort. Harold
Wilson, told the House of Corrons, on 24 March 1972s "Direct
Rule has alveys been regerded by both Govermments, and by
oth of us in Gpposition, es the very lest reare, ot an
ohjective t© be sought for itaself, snd we have maintajned
thto".m

The politicel initiative o remlve Lrpgage in the
last quarter of 1972, wes culminated into a Conferance at
Derlington (25.27 September 1972)., Merlyn Rees, 3hadbw
Secretary for fortharn Ireland, said in a Conference of the

8. UK, Commons, Wm. series 5, wol, 823,
segssion 1970w 1. (o]e) §Y .

Se UK, Commong, Pa Y serias S5, wl. 833
seaston 1971.%2, coEs. !%-%52%. ! ’ * ’

10, Ibid,
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Morthern Ireland Lalriur Party on 30 3sptember 1972, at rorta.
down, that he pespected the view th:t in o circunstarces
could the Rorth ba forged into the south ageinst their will
but that firm steps must be taken ¢ end the “discriminetion
that mmdubtedly exists against Catholica. 1}

However, on 3 Octobar 1972, in the Lak ur Party Conference
8t Blackpool, Herold ¥Wilson said that “"consideration of @
united Irealand was necesssry in opder ¢o find a solution to
the probless to the Northern ireland”,12 The Hational
Executive of the Labour Party, issued a statenent on 6 October
1072, which demended an 'urgent and new action®! by the British
Gowvernment on Forthern Ireland, It nlso expresgse’ the view
that the responaibility for ‘aecurity’ should remein with
weaﬁu&nnur."s

The border poll in Horthern Ireland was held on 8 March
1973, vhich was follovwed by the Governmment'sg ‘White 2sper’
(20 March 1973) cn the Constitutionsl Propcsalse The lLabour
Party's approsch was fawureble t those proposals. Herold
wilson, the Labour Farty leader, had said on 29 March 1973
in the House Oof Commons: "1 will wote for the White Paper ...
and appeal to as meny of our hon, friends as possible to wte
with us”, though, he said, "It does not mean that we regard

11, an Mago

[
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ast,
12, 1bid,, pP. 225.
13. Ibid., Pe 224,
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the hite caper ns perfoct".“ Arother lalour leader, Merlyn
Reca said, in April 1973, that, "the success of the White
raperf will stem from what we are doing today, and we wish
this Bi11 werr®,2®

However, the lLalbour Prugremme was breught out 4n 1973
by the Labour Party on lorthern Ireland, said:

The temporary suspension of stormont in March 1972
and the impoait on of 'Direct Rule' provided a breath.
ing apace .+, the perty has called for a new Assembly
elected by proportional representation amd involwving
gen‘iine pover-sharing between the commumities; the
repeal of the Speciel Powers Act and {te replecemant
by emergency provisions legiglation accountable to
Parliament .e.ee After the White Paper, the next step
is the election to the new Assenbly ... for pover.
sharing end the speed ©f dewlution of the ‘trars.
ferred' powvers. (16)

District Council electiona were held on 30 May 1973
under Proportional Representation system, followe® Ly an
Assembly electior (28 June 1973) and tripartite talks at
sunningdale (6.9 December 1973) amorng the three (Britasin,
kepubl:c of Irelend and ltorthern Ireland repressntatives).
Thus the *‘Direct Rule' was Irsught to an end and executive
started functioning from 1 Januaxy 1974, but only after five
months of itg functioning, it collapsed due to & strike celled
by Ulster Horker's Courcil. Thus, once agsin ‘Direct Rule’
was imposed which fcllowad by another vhite Paper in July

14, K, Cormmons, W. series 5, wl, 8%3,
seasion 1972.73, col. 1537.

15, The cuardiap., A7 April 1973.

16, Lokour Party, Lalouk Progxerpe, 1973 (london, 1973,
PPe 83=84,
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1974, for a fresh politicel initiative of pover-sharing.

The torthern Ireland question was once again on the fore front
of British General Flection, in 1974, The Labuur Farcty 4in

its tlection manifesto hadl steteds

There nust be gsome form of pover.sharing snd parter.-
ship becsuse no political system will survive, or

be supported, unless there is widesproad acceptence
of it within the commumnity «eee 30c0ondly, any pettern
of goverment muast he sccoeptahle to the peopyle of the

United Kincdon as 8 wvhole and ¢to Parlioment at West.
minster. Thirdly, <. there is ap Irish d¢mersion. (17)
With the advant of Labour Farty in power in rebruery 1974
e Constituticnsl Convention wes held in 1975, after the
collapse of power~sharing Fxecutive, The Convention was
reconvened on 3 February 1976,
stated;

The 1976 Labour Farty Progrsrme

The letest att erpt was the lorthern Ireland Consti.
tutional Conventicnh ... vhich asked the people and
pPoliticiens of Northern Ireland themselwves t© prodace
an acceptahle form of government ...s Most of all, the
lorthem lIreland people have conulstently exiressed
their doetermination to remin within the nited Kingiom.
This determnmination was menifested in the resglt of the
'Border Poll’ of March 1973 ... The Lalour Party
respacts and au.ports the will of lorthern Ireland
people to remain within the United Kingdor, (18)

Un the -direet rule, the Farty waa o° the view that, "it
cannot be a long ter: solution, Ilalour beliecves that yesce
and atability can be restrred in 'orthem Ireland y cresting

G gystem of dewlved government .s.e 8cCceytable tO oth corrruni.
t‘ﬁ.“olg

17. Cniq. De 50 Pe 463,

8. lahvur Perty, Lgloyr Procrempe, 1976, 0. 97.
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Hith the departure of the Laknur Party from pover as
e reault of Pritish Geneysl Elections of 3 May 1979, a fresh
initiative vas teken and a four.perty cConferenCe vas propo sed
in Decamosr 1979, where two political perties of Northern
Ireland showed their unwillingness ¢o sttend this Conference,
?rior to the Conferance, Brynmore Johm, the Labour Farey
sckesman on Northern Ireland, remarked sn 29 Fovemler 1979,

Humphrey Atkins hed een somewhat ceutious in
dsaling with the prospecta. There was somse danger
of Parlicment baing inhibited and the debats belirg
stiffled 17 thoy tried ¢ bs over.cauticus seee To
hove e Cabinoet type gtructure for ewscutive dewlu.
tion would mean over<governmental for Ulster, 1t

would be evun worse t have legislative devolution
bazed ypon a Comnittae syatem, (20)

In the renppraiaal of Lebour Farty poliey or Northern
Ireland Merlyn Rees, former secretary of sState for Northem
Ireland said in the london Weekend television programme, on
17 Hey 1981, that there wes 8 possibility ¢ withdraw the
guarantes, the "guarsntet that the Constitutional relztiorship
will not be changed until e rejority in the province approves
M."n. though he expressed somm regervetion vhen he aseid
that he did not perticulerrly want the guarentee to be with.

drawn 022

Wher there wes proyosals from the British Government

for a 'torthern Iveland Councilt, and the House of Cosmons

20. Tbhe 1imes {lordon), 30 rovember 1979,
22, IMdo' 1e May 1961,

22. 1Ibid.
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ap.roved the tu propc sals « Northem Irelsnd Act 1974, and
Northern Ireland ( Emergency Provisions) Act 1978, the Chief
Labour Party spokesmen on Northern Ivelend, Dempis Concemnon,
called for & 'wide renge inquiry into the workings of torthem
Irelend (Emergency Frovision) »ct 1978'. Fe also regarded
the roview of emergency Provisions ss & matter of priority.3d
However, James Calleghan, the former Prime Minigter, viewed

s broadly independent stats of Northern Ireland, which would
emerge after a process of policy meking® which he said, "would

24

take some years 0 complete”. He also asserted that 'there

should not be any difference between government and opposition
on the political future of torthern Irelend! and $ts consti.
tutional status could be changed only with the consent of the
mejority of ita people. ’

The policy statement of lLabour Party, published on 23
July 1983, said;

We believe the agttainment of Irish unity, with

the introduction of 3Socielist policties, <o. OUr
aim 45 ¢ help kxing about the unification of
1reland by agreement and consent between the two
parts of Ireland ce¢s It would be no part of the
political programme of the lLabour Fsrty ¢o force
Rorthern Ireland out of¢ the 'nited Kingdom or into
the Republic of Ireland. Before any Constitutional
change the pa wuld geek to obtain the coneent
of the people, (28}

Ihe Copsarwesive Perty

Before the advent o7 Conservative Party & power in

33. Ib‘doc 3 July 1981.
24, Ibid,

25. 1Ibid., 24 July 1981,
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June 1970, it sugported the peformation proegrerme of the
Unjondet Covermment in !orthern Ireland, This gesture of
sUYPo Xt 0f Conservative Party vas also explicit vher the party
leader, Boward Heath, spoke in suyp. ret of it in the Eouse of
Comrons on 8 Hay 1969.2% on the problem of Northern Ireland,
the Oonservetive perty manifeasto of 1970 seid;

We reaffirm that no change will be made in the
constitutional status of Rorthem Ireland withcut
the free conaent of the Parligment of Northern
Ireland cees WO suport the Horthern Ireland Covem.
ment in its programme of legialature and executive
action to ensute equal opportunity for all cit: zans
in that pert of the nited Kingdom, e will provide
the military and other aid necessary to support the
Royel lster @nnﬂbularg in keaping the peste and
enguring freedorm under the law .... V& think §¢
wrong that the bslance of power betwson central

and loctl govarnrcent ghould have besn distoreed,

and va will redress the balance and incroase the
independence of locel authorities. (27)

Nistorically apesking, Conservative Party had close
links with the micnist Party in Northern Ireland and its
nembers at Westmingter took the Conserwetive wvhip, The
introduction of ‘drternment' &n August 1971 was elso dne
with the consultation of Conservative Party. And vhen the
situstion i{n Northern Ireland deteriorated ‘onservative
Guvernment in Westadngter wished to take the Northern Irelard
security messureas in its hand which wvas followed by the
Direct Rule’, since then number of yolitical fniti tives
were tasken by the Conscrwetive Party, wvhile in of ‘don, i.e.
the Derlington Conference (25.27 seytember 1972), which was

ﬁ. UK, Commong,
session 19

z » Boriea 5, vol. 703,
o C0Ye 655,

. Cragg, he 5, Pe 340,
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followed by the Inrder poll on 8 March 1073, and subsemquently
the publicetion of a *White Paper' on the Constitutionel
broposals on 20 March 1973, Suwpeorting the Bill on White

Paper in April 1973 the Conserwetive Party leader John Biggs
Davison said;

Herwe 18 & new opportiwnity for the mincrity an?
mejority in the community ¢to declare with the
ballot against the bullet and bomba, and exose
the outrageous pretenajona of those who terrorise
because they cannot peacefully persuade their
fellow countryren. (28)

Gn 1 Jammry 1974 the Exogutivo in Xorthern Ireland
sgsumed its charge and started functioning. Thus, the *direct
rule' came &« an end, But this exparirent initiated by the
Conservative Party was a ghort.tern cne 83 the strike ocrmganised
by the Ulster ‘iorkera' Council had regulted $n the collapse
of the power.sharing Executive. The Conservetive Party
slection nmanifesto, published shortly afterwvards made the
party positior cleer, It said;

Congervative government, .. will work fcr peace
and consent in Northert Irelard, There con be no
military solation without a political solition that
is feir @ bnth the majority and the mincrity
conmunities. Fqually there can be no political
aclution unless terr-ria: is curbed and the law

is regpected snd uoheld by all. Thers mast be
partnership between the communit iea., We will

seek the closcat couoparation with the Republie,

but Ulster is, of course, pert of the 'mited
Kingdom, (29}

But the Conservative Perty lost the election of 1974.

Subsequently & *Jdiscussion psper'® was published by the British

20, The Gusrdisn, 17 April 1973.
m. Cmiq. Ne ’0 Fe 447.
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Goth in Felruary 1975. FHowever, i/f{lliam Whitelaw, the
Deputy Leader of the Conservative Party, made it very clear
in May 1975 that, ‘any attempt to the old sStormont system
would be totally untecceptable ¢ Perligment as s whole and
would have ¢ Ds opposed by the Conservatives'.3® The
Conastitution Convention which was held {n Rovember 1975,

its report was dabsted in the Oormons on 12 Jaruary 1976,

vhere Airey lNeave gave the spprosch of the Conservetive Party
dlear, He “16’

The greater the measure of support that can be
achieved, the more likely st will be that this
House can pess the necessary legislation seee
We note that no party in the Convention insisted

that pover.sharing, be written into & nev consti.
tution, (31)

However, the party supported a proposal & establish an
office of the *'Gueen‘'s Represantstive' and also a 'Priwy
Council® for Northern Ireland., But, the proposals revained
infructuwus. The growing violence in lorthern Irelend led
the Cuongerveatives % put pressure cn the Britigh Govermment
to introduce anti.terr>rist messures, As Airey Neave said;

For Conservative Party, wvho for the past three vears
have adwcatad a tough anti.terrcrist strategy in
the pruvince, the position must give grest sntis.
faction seee (N seCurity at least Foy Maoon i9 a

Tory., although on principle he never acknowledged
Tory support. (32)

30. Zhe Guardian. 16 May 197°.

31. UK, Cormmona, W. series S5, vol, 903,
sesaion 197 . s COLB, -wile

32. Alrey Feave, “lew Corffdence in Ulster™, %m;
(london), vol. 3239, 17 Decerbar 1977, p. .
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When the mflitant loysliasts tried % orxganise a generesl
astrike in May 1977 o change the ccurge of evants in Northemm
Ireland as dramaticclly as in 1974, the leader of the Conser-
vetive Party, Margaret Thatcher, assured the Prime Minister,
after a Cabinet mpeoting on 28 April 1977, that the (ohaervative
Party wuld support the govemment in every action taken t©
minirdse the dislocstion thrt might be caused, 3dhe also
supported irime Minister's appeal to the people of Korthern
Ireland to ‘rejoct the appeels of the strike cmmiurs'.”

Pressure from the Mmnaicrwetives and UYlgter Unjonists,
inter alia, eventunlly caused Roy Mason, ths Secretary of
3tate for torthem Ireland tv think more seriously about
returning dewlved powers to Northern Ireland., But Airey
Neswve expreassed grave concern that the Govemmernt's continuing
refusal to produce a clesr and unambiguous plan for the
constitutionsl future of lurthem lreland lessened the chances
o0f successi. [owever, once again Conservative Party came
forwerd with constructive idess in the hope of helping ¢o
break the political deadlock in the province, Thus, Airey
llonwve summed up Conservative Party's attitude, which wvas as
followas

ece 8 poveresharing administretion in rorthetn

Ireland is no longer precticel politics. Ve have

slways said it could not be $1mposed weee 2 how

gystem of local govermment is neelded for the

benefit of ell rel-tions of the cormun ty. It

would diminish the power o the Northern Irelend
of fice and its legion of civil servants. It could

33, wo 29 April 1977.
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0ls0 foster a better understandinc between the
wrious politicel perties, wvho would at last heve
an opportunity of doing constructive work again
on behalf of the cormunity. (34)

With the advent of the Conserwvative Party in power in
Britain after the general elections in May 1979, it seemed
that RNorthern Irelend would have a better proapect when a
foureparty Conferentce was proposed by Humphrey Atkins, the
Secretary of State for orthern Ireland, on 28 Getober 1979,
This Conference was held batween 7 January and 24 March 1980,
but the political perties in Forthem ireland faile?! to reach
any solution. Jdubsoquently, 8 ‘regh Discussion Paper °'The

{Cande 7950) was brought out which also proved unpr ductive.

The Conservative Perty's effort in mid.1981 ¢ establish a
non.executive torthern Ireland Council was aslec not frujtful,
Hence the onservative Government published another *White
Paper', sn April 1962, which proposed to hold an Assenbly
election in Northern Ireland on 20 October 1982, Thowgh,
the Congervative's approach o hold Asserbly election in
torthermn Ireland and form a jower.sharing set yp there was a
right step to break the political deadlock, the two inportant
political parties (5PLy and S4im Fein) have refrained from
taking their seasts in the lortherm Ireland isssembly.

Though the Assembly has started functioning, it is
atill not clear what would be the approesch of the Corserwvative

34, Congervative Ressarch Deportment, ﬂ]_‘w
Supplerent, 1978 (iondon, 1978), iy 158,
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Party in future in the context of the boycott o’ the Agsembly
by 4l and Jinn rein.

Ihe Libersl Farty

The Libersl Party, though 2 amaller one compared to
the iabour an the mnspmttvéa. hes also contributed substan.
tially to the Jehete to find out a solution to the problen of
Worthem Ireland. The Party supported the Government's
Reformation Progremme in 1969, The Party lesder Jeremy Thorpe,
wvhile apeaking in the House of Commong on 22 April 1969, ssid:

The Northern ireland Government must pro.iuce & time
table for carrying out the reforms which Captain
U'redll has promiaed, end which, unhappily, a large
minority of Unjo~dst have succeeded in delaying.
The time table must be publicly announced and it
must be brief. It would be utterly itnadequate, 4n
the present circumstances, to delay wmtil the
Cameron Corm: ssion, inquiring into the causes of
unrest in lorthern Ireland, hss reported, The
appointment of the Commission was a wige step,

but its wlue would be undernined 4f its existance
were made the emcuse for delaying measures which
all ressonable opinion gecognisds to be necessary, (35)

The growing violence and the unwillirngness of 'nionist
government in MNorthern Irelsnd to implement the reformstion
prograrme, had disappointed the Liberal Perty. In thia
context, the Party's Flection Manifestc of 1970 said:

Too much povwer is concentrated in Whitehall and
Weatmingter, Genuine regionsl government must be
establighed. Liberals propose twelve regional
Assemblies in tnglend, exercising many of the
povers nov excrcisod nt the centre. This will
allow the people of 2 region ¢ hawve mch rore

¥. UK, ODWDMW. series 5, wl. 782,
session 196 s COls8, 92,
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control ower their cwn affeirs then they heve todiay.
Laboug hag not put forwerd any pro;xsals for regional
government. They have, however, adopted & rodified
vorsion of the Maud proposals fur local decisions
further awey from the indvidual than they sre now
esee INn Northern Ireland Liberels heve introduced
Civil Rights legislation only to be de‘eated by the
force of reaction. (36)

However, to combat terrurism, the Conservative Government
forced Rorthern Ireland Governmemnt to introduce ‘internment’,
Though the intreduction of internment by the Unionist Government
in 1971 was supported by the Liberel Certy, the way in which
it was implemented had aroused resentment smong the i.iberels.
Joremy Thorpe showed his resentmenrt, while speskirg in the
Commona on 22 jeptember 1971:

eee the internment i3 the meat extrsordinary situ.
stion that the British trocps wvere committe? . quite
rightly - & lorthern Ireland to protect the Cathe lie
community {ron Protestant Ulster gunmen . because
that was the rcason which wes advanced an? which

has newr been disagreed with . and yet vhen those
vho sre a threat to the peace are rown ‘ed up there
i8 not a single Protestant arong the internees ssee
I there-ore fini it extreordinary th-t 4ts impleuen.
tation, with the only people felling into the
catenory of internees beirg those who happen to
balong tc the nincrity orouw. (37)

To combat the ternurist activities, “estminster Government
wished tu teke security measurcss in its cwn hanls and impoased
'Jirect Rule’, in March 1972, Just after the impcsition of
twirect Rule! the Liberel rarty in ft3 annusl cop “erence on

24 April 1972, ealled fur the "abolition of the Tlgter Dererca

35, Crajg, ne "y, Pe 368,

37. UK, Comrons, é’.ﬂﬂlﬂ!ﬂm&!gmm- series 5, v.1. 823,
scasion 1970.71, cols. S51-52.
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Recdment {n Northern Ireland, the withdrawel of troops to
barrecks and peace.keeping lines, end the introduction of
United Netions observers”.3® The British Government's
approach, hereafter, to solve the Northemn Ireland prohlem
through pesceful way, wes seen in the 'White Puper! of March
1973 which was on 'Constitutisnel Proposels‘’s It 13 noteble
that Liberel Party wholsheartedly supported the Covernmentt's
new initiatives of *‘Constitutional Propcsala', when Jeremy
Thorpe remarked in the Commons on 28 March 1973:

I believe that the thite Paper should receive the
swwpore of the Housee 1 equally believe and fervently
hope that {t 111 be given a fair chance of werking

in Rorthern Ireland seee It would be impossible for
anv menber 0f the Liberel Party to ojppose the White
Papere. (39)

Despite the scveral efiforts of Westminstar Government
for a poiitical solution in Northemn Ireland, they became
pothing irfructuous due to disegreemaent between politicel
partiesg in tortherr Irelrnd. The plen which was propcsed
in July 1974 by the British Covermment that local politicel
parties w.uld be given the opportunity to proiuce s vigble
CGonatitutian, or this purpose in 197 Constitution Convention
wvas proposed, slso failed in 1976, The failure of Constitutional
Conventi 'n causead grest disappointment to Ju Crimmond, the
Libersl lesder, vhen he a:4d that "It 4s tregic th:t the

present polic:es are failing. e were right to auppcrt them,

38, Dsutach and Magowan, n, 11, p, 167.

39, UK, Cormons, mm,%ﬁﬁm. series ©, wl, 853,
segasion 1972.73, cols. 1.
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rerhaps we ghould continue ¢© 0 a0 far & time, But we camot

Put uw with the present situstion for ever".‘o

Nevertheless, the growing terrorism continued in Forthemn
Ireland which led to the assassinetion of Reverend Robert
Bradford, Of ficial Mater Unjonist N? frum Belfast, in November
1981, which brought gharp resction from the Liberal lesder

Jo Grirmond, who apoke in the House of Conmons on 16 Noverber
1981. Thuss

It 48 quite clear that the IRA 13 bent on creating
aenarchy in orthern Ireland. It s also clear that
there are certain MPs wvho pursue the same aim, and,
in the pr.cess, obtained &3 much publicity as they
cane The people of Torthern Irelsnd should de avare
it s only the security forces who atand betweer
them and virtuel Civil wWar, (41)

ATTITUDES G MAJOR PARTIFZ IN NORTHERD IRFLAND

since the present crisis in Northern Ireland began, the
preasures of violence and repid politicel charge have caused
aplits and realigrnments in Northern Ireland politicel parties.
The Unionist Perty and the Loyslist groups were one which had
undergone guch 8 phase. The Unionists end Loyalists include
the Official Unioniat Party (0UP), Democratic mionist Party
(DUP), Unionist Party of Northerr Ireland (UP!3), the nited

Ulater mioniat Movement (UJUIM ), Vangueard 'mionist Progressive
rarey (ViIPP), etce.

40. Ihe Gusrdian, 5 June 1976.
41. The Times, 17 November 1981,



It may be pointed out that the reformation pmgumm"
which was introduced by the Unionist Party in Northern Ireland
wad opposed by William Creig, the Home Minister in the Unionist
Government. 2and Creig's opposition to the progremms had led
to hig lamissal on 11 December 1968 from the Covemment,
3imilarly, the two ministers in the Unionist Government,

Brian Faulkner and william Morgan, who oppused the setting

w of the Cameron Cormission slao resigned gn protaat‘a as
soon 88 the Commission was appointed to inquire into the
‘nature and cguses of violence! occurred during the four day
protoat march (l.4 Jangary 1965), demanding equslity of jobs,
housing end votes for Northerm Ireland minority. Subgsequently
vhen the Unionist Parliamentary Party, on 23 April 1969, ha-s
acoepted Univergal Adult Franchise for next locasl government
alectiong, Chichester Clark, Miniaster of Agriculture, resigned
in protest. Though, he was in favour of this propussl, he
thought that "it was too acon for such a mvo".“

shortly aftorwardas, in April 1969 iteself, Chichester
Clark raeplecesd Terence ('Weill as the rrime Minister of orthern
Ireland. But he retained all of O'Neill’s mindators®’, and

42, For details sae footnote 1, Chapter 11I.
43.

44. Brisn Faulkner, ed., mm_g__gm {Lon“on, 1978),
e 5S4,

45 Cornelius ‘‘L.eary, “rortherm Irelend: The roliticsg of

Illusion®, W (londen), wl. 40, July.
September 1969, p. 312,



ander him the Unionists pushed through the reforms like the
introduction of ‘one man ope vote'; amnesty to all thoge who
were fnwilved in the riots; setting up of an *Ombudsmn?!, etc,
for which he got the unanimous support of the Unimist sStanding
mmtttoo.“ W“hen Rorthern Ireland saw the riots in August
1969, British troops were called 4in ¢ the province by the
Unionists, for the first time, to quell the riota. At first

the trocps were velcomed by the Catholic ccmnitzu.“

On the whole, the year 1969 saw the growth of figsiparcus
tandencies in the Unionist Party, which acorrding to John
Dardby, wvere an extension of the events of previous mr-.‘a
The Unionist Party under the leadership of Brian Fsulkner,
who replaced Chicheater Clark, made some progress towards
fulfilling the demandsg of the Catholicg through the propossls
%0 establish three new parliamentary conmittees ¢©o desl with
social services, industrial development and environmental
matters. Mnd at lesst two of the committees wuld have opicsi-
tion MPs as gelaried Chairman. But the Unionist Party did not
want that opposition ghould ghare the powver in policy meking.
This wvas quite obvious frox whet the leader of Unioniat Party
saids "In lieu of asking the opposition to rum the country,
hhis would (Parli:mentary Committees) be the best means of

46. James Callaghan, Mwmmmﬂ
izalang (London, 1973}, Pe i%e

&1. PRuscell stetler, "Sorthemn Irelands From Civil Rights to

Azm;g struggle”, Monthlvy Review., wl. 22, loverber 1970,
e .

48, Johr Darw.wwwmm
of o Political Copsunity (Dublin, 1976), p. 105.



a8

martdcipation for tham'.‘g

The groving torrmrism and gabhotage campaion by 'Provisioa.
nala' were 8t apex, vhich forced the Unionist Party to introiuce
the ‘intemment'! on 9 Auguat 1971, banning all public prucessions
focr six mthn.so As mentioned earlier, this wes followed by
the resignation of Brien Faulkner and the impositior of 'Direct
Rule' from Westminaster. The Vanguard mionist Prugressive
Party (VUPP), led by William Craig, formed in January 1972,
opposed the *'Direct Rule’® and demanded that the orthemm
Ireland Parlfiament should be restored with full control over
dominion atatus or in-lependence. But the Demvcretic Unionist
party (bur)“l, 1ed by Rev. Ian Paisley fawoured total integretion
of the Provinciasl and a‘ministration with Westminster, But,
this fdea got wvery little aupport.ﬁz The Vanruard Unionist
Progressive Party also launched a two day strike (27.28 Merch
1972), 8gainst the *Direct Rule', which wag transformed into
a mags rully of about 100,000 Protestsnts, causing gsevere
diasryption of 1life in lorther: Ireland,

The Jermocyetic Unionist Party refused to attand the
Darlington Conference of September 1972, on the ground that
viilliam Whidelaw, Secretary of sState for Northern Ireland,

49, Jchn Magee, mexm
(London, 1974), p. 137.

“0s Reginald Maudling, MNemoirg (London, 1978), p. 184.

S1. originally the Protestant Unjonist Party, led by Ian
2alaley, has always been on the extrama, Right of Ulster
politics, combining religious snd politicel feelings.

52, Conor Cruise O*'Brien, jt:teg of Ireland (London, 1972),
Pe 291 and also see Fagee, n, 49, pP. 150,



failed to fnstitute an inquiry into the killing of two Protes-
tants by the army, But, the Ulgter Unjonrist Perty attended the
Darlington ConferenCe. Jubssquently, the border poll, held

on 8 March 1973, geve & clear cut victory to the Unionist

Party's proposml for Horthern Ireland to romajn & part of the
Und ted Kmm.sa

The border poll was followed by the British Covernment's
hite Peper on Constitutional Proposals (20 March 1973), The
White Pesperts propossl of powver.shering was not taken whole.
hoartedly by the Unionist Party. Though, they did mot refect
the proposals outrightly, they refused to share the power with
those groups vhose aims were a united Ireland, ¢ fThe other
two militant perties, Ian Faisley’s Democratic Unfonist Party
and Williem Craig's Unionist Progreasive Party, rejected the
poret-ghering propossls and creation of a *‘Council of Ireland?,
They further asserted that they will meke every mowve ¢o mke
the row Assewbly mworkables >

Accordirgly, poll for the new rgsembly ves held on 28
June 1973, The Uniocnist group led by Faulkner got 23 seats,
and the another Mionist group vhich gejected the easertial
feature of the Conatitutional Act (John Taylor end Hapry Wegt
were itas lenders) got 9 seats, Those Urnionists who rejected

53. Ihe Timeg, 10 March 1973,
S54. Mages, ne 49, o 167.

85, B. Viwekenandan, “New Deal for Ulster®, Hindugtap Timeg
(“lew Delhi), 10 Apxil 1973,
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the White Poper's proposals fought the election under ohe
banner, They wvere Paisley’s DUP and Craig's VPP, Together,
they won 18 seatsa. Their programme were .. the rejection of
'Direct Rule', & *‘return of the stormont Parlisment?!, *‘rejec.
tion of a Council of Irelend', and opposition to the unificetion
of Ulaster with the Republic of Iralend,>® The cendidates of
other militmt organisetions like Ulster Def ence Association
Ulster Volunteer Force, Loyaligt Assccistion of Workers anml

the Pepublican Clubs could not win even 8 single wln:.57

The Assembly election was followed by Sunningdale
Conference (6.9 December 1973), vhere Brian Faulkner sgree
to ghare the power with the SiLi on the condition that Northem
Iveland be regarded as the integrated part of the United
Kingdom and that the Republic of Ireland wuld co.operete
in crbing terrx-riem in the Province. Thus, on 1 Jasnuary 1974
the *Direct Rule’ was brrught to an end and the power.shering
Executive had gtarted functioning. But just after three dys
the Ulster Unjonist Ccuncil rejected the proposals of sumingisle
by 457 wotes tv 374, As & result, Feulkner rosigned from the
hesd of the Unfonist Party on 7 Jenusry 1974 and he wvas succeeded
by Harry Weast as head of the Party, on 22 January 1974, But,
Faulkner remminad ag the chief eaacuttn."’s Following the

56. Betty 3dinclair, "Northem Ireland; After the Poll”,
Lakour Fonthly, Awgust 1973, pp. 371.72 end also sce
Magee, n. 49, p. 178,

57. Ibid,, e 372.73,

$8. Edgar G'Ballance, m%lﬁlﬂﬂx_@um&w
(owto, Usa, 1981), pe 194 2nd also see Muc Alldater,

ne 43, Pe 142,
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departure of Faulkner, there emerged a united polit:cal front,
the tnited Ulater Mnionist Council (UriC). Basicelly, 4t wes
the cormbinastion of antishite Peper Unfionists, the Vvanguard
Unianist sand the Democretic Unioniat. The UIIC issued a
statement which called for, smong other things, the abolition
of the ‘Executive’ and the end of any idea of a *‘Council of
Ireland'., However, in May 1974 Ylster Workers' Council gave
a call for general strike which led to the collapse of power-
sharing executive, and *Jirect Rule' was inposed once again.

A fresh constitutiongl acussion began en? in July 1974
Britidh Government cere out with a8 White Paper on Northern
Ireland Constitwtion, But Unitod Ulster Uniomist Council
{JI0C) , opposed any executive form of goverment wvhich would
be a coalition of political parties end recommendsd the old
type dtorront system, HOwewsr, William Craig'a Vanguard Party
propoased for a voluntary coelition in the qowmmt” but
failed to satiafy Merlyn Ress, the Secretary of Steste for
lorthern Irelandi, Brien Faulkner’s Unionist Party of lorthern
Ireland (formed on 4 Saptember 1974) proposed to resain with
United Kingdom, Jubsequently, he resigned from the active
political 1ife and the lsadership of U271 fell in the hends of

Mys, Anne Dixon,

on 2 May 1977, a astrike celled by a minority grouwp of
loyelist organisations, the United Unionist Action huneil,

89. Ibide, pe 212.
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formad by lan Peisley, included Demcratic Untonist Party,

the Ulster Defence Asaocietion and the Uleter Workers® Council,
who demanded the implementation of the report of the Constie.
tutional Convention and an end to the direct rule, failed to

win the support, thus, the strike was called off after sleven
ay-.w

On 25 February 1978, Venguerd Unionist Progressive
Party wes digsolved by tiillism Creig who joined the Offficial
Unionist Party and put pressure on the British Govermment to
incresse the MNorthem Ireland representation in Westminaster,
The Ulster Defence Association, the most powverful pars.military
organisation of the Protestants czme out with a plan for an
independant Northern Irel and with a Pregidential systenm
Constitution, vhich would ensble the Romen Catholic minority
t© take part in the government without institutionalising
the concept of power-sherings that the elected Pregident will
nominate his exeoutive with check and balance system as in
the United Kingdom.%?

A four.party Corference called by Humphray Atkins, the
Secretary of Stote of Northesrn Ireland, on 25 October 1979,
and which vas held between 7 Janusry.24 March 1980, was attended
by the Demperatic Mmionist Party also. The Party suggested
that sny future government in Northern Ireland ghould be based

60, Ibide, PPe 21213,

61, v {London), 30 March 1979 anqd also
> 40 October 1978.
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entirely on the majority party in en electod Assermbly and
there would not be any minority repressntation in the Cabinet,
It furthar suggested that there should be a sgystem of all
yarty departmental committsag which would edvise on legislation
and could call ministers tc account.

However, the Official Unionist Party, declined to attend
the Conference because it thought that thig type of Conference
would be unproductive. But it proposed 0ld stormont system
with a Cabinet formed by the leader of the largest groups of
the members in the Assembly, or feiling thet a reorgenisation

of local govermment structures. The 1980 Discussion Faper

Rigcugsion' (Cmnd, 7950) aleo proved alortive vhen it resulted
in disegresment over a devolved administratione.

The latest injtiative of British Government was the
April 1982 White Feper - lozthemn lrelands A Fxamework for
ewigtion. The White Paper proposed an Assembly election
on 20 Goetober 19€2. 1In this election Official Unionist Party
got 26 seats, Democyrstic Unioniat Party got 21, Independent
Union: st 1 and Ulater Popular Unjonist 1 seat.®? Though the
Of ficial "Mmionist has got the meximum ssats in the Assenbly
alection but the mejor deadlock is still not broken by the
British Govermmment where the two political perties (3OLP amd
3inr Fein) have refused % teke their seats in the Assembly.

62, ZThe Tiuog, 25 Cctober 1982,
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The Northernm Ireland socisl Dercvcretic snd Labour Party
{3LP), formed on 21 Auwgust 1970 by the aix Civil Rights 1Pa
under the leadership of Gerry ritt and John Hume, was regerded
a8 non.gectarien, But the Party was composed predominently
of the Cat.honcs.63 It sworted the Unionist Party proposal,
mds on 22 June 1975, ‘or the creation of three nev Parliamentary
Cormi ttees to deal with s.ciml services, industrisl development
end envimrtental metterse But, vhen the army ghot dead two
Catholics in Ferry in early July 1971, and British Government
folled to hold an independent inquiry, the SOLP withdrew its
sWport given t© the Unionist Party, stating that they would
establish an slternative Assemhbly. The Party alsc issued &
statevent on 16 July 1971, criticizing the Conservatiwve
Government and thelr policies towards Northern Irelana, b4

When the ‘internment® waa introduced in ¥ortherm Ireland,
the *mass detention® and ‘physical brutelity’ aroused bitter
'puhuc regentment which led ¢o the Civil Discbedience movement
on 15 August 1971, The SDLP was amcng those who oppc sed
militant and apearhecded the Civil Disodedience movement,

This Civil Disobedience movement was partly successful %

63, Mac Allister, ne 43, Pe 3o

64, Extracts from a statemont f{ssued by the 3OLP, 16 July
1971. cited in Magoe, n. ”. Pe 138,

65. Michael O*Riordan, "The White raper on !orthern 1 reland®,

ﬂq#mx (Lom\on). vole 170 Noe 6' June 1973.
Pe e
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However, vhen torthemm Ireland saw the irmposition of
Direct Rule' from Westminster 4in March 1972, it wes welcomed
by $DLire 8urveys also showed that ‘Direct Rule' was acceptable

to most of the Catholics and irotestant as 8 last tomrt.“

Feverthaless, by this time the SOLP appeared 4in a
stronger position and started gaining Catholic supjort, since
ita dernand tov end the interment was not fulfilled, 4t refused
to attend the Darlington Conference. Alao, it abstained from
the border poll, which was regrrded by the SOLP ag & futile
exercise., TFurther, it aleo agiteted demanding the publication
of 2 “hite Paper before the order poll. Howewer, their
demands were not met by the British Government, The White
Paper wes publishaed only on 20 March 1973, which besgically
oonatituted the Govemmant'sg plan for the future administretion
of Northemn Ireland, The L gave 2 guarded welccme to the
White Faper propoasals for pover--hnnnq.“

At the sasme time, it proposed a joint control of the
Province wvith two Corriassioners - one from Dublin and arcther
from Westminster.%® But there wes no room for such proposals
in the White Pajer. 3SOL¥ further proposed to end the intem.
ment and create an acceptable police force o replace the

ermy mere conatitutional change would not resclve the crisis,

66, Conor Cruise *Brien, "Hondg Off%, T¢
{ lew Ybfk). e 37, Yinter 1979-80, e 1030

67. Vivekananian, ne 56,
8. i1ciabh Timeg (hubldin), 23 March 1973.
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During the Agsembly election of 28 June 1973, % form a
Powerashiaring executive, the 3DLF Qot fawureble support from
the Catholic community and won 19 seats out of 78, Thus, for
the first time it strengthened its poaition in the Assewmbly
under the leaderaship of Gerry Fite,’0 Subsequently, the
Party proposed an all.porty meseting on 6 Ootober 1973 to
discuss the gocioweconomic problems of lorthern Irelasnd.

This had led & the convening of a tripartite conference

held at sunningdsle, vhere the iDLP eagreed to shgre the

Power with the Unionist Party only wvhen there would be pro.
Posals to create a Council of Ireland, and remowl of ‘interm..

mentse’ 3

The ‘'Dirsct Rule®’ came ¢to an end on 1 Janmuery 1974, &nd
the Executive took fits responsibiliity but only after its five
mmonthg of functioning it collepsed due t© 8 ganeral strike
in May 1974. The SOLP viewed the strike as a threat to the
Romen Catholics ir torthem iIreland, Therefore, the 3DLP
nmintsters vho represented the Roman Catholics ninority 4n
I rthem Ireland had isiued an ultimatum to Merlyn Rees,
3ocretary of state for lorthernm Irsland, that ‘either the
British Government must use the troops t© break the strike

or the ministers wuld resign from the executive, allowing

69, 1Ibid,, and alsc The Guardian., 21 July 1973,
70« Merlyn Reea, "“orthern irelond 1974%, %ggan&mw.
wle 224, noe 1295, Fedbruary 1974, pe. .

71e Mc Allister, n. 43, p. 142,
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Brien Faulkner's Administration to be destroyed,’ 2

The British Government brought out & ‘White Peper' on
Yorthern Irsland Constitution, in July 1974, which proposed
an slection on Constitutional Oonvention. In this election,
the 3DLP? got 31 seats out of 78, Though the FLP was in
favour of & povwer-ghering govermment, in vhich majority snd
ninority both could partici, ate in the policy.makinc and
administration, the Constitutionsl Convention feiled to
breek the ice. Thus, the Exscutive was dissolved on 5 March
1976, However, on the [oy:list proposals, Gerry Fitt, leader
of the 30Ls, said thpt, "the ILP have made it equmlly plain
that no other form of power.shering would be acceptabhle,
certainly not the cormmittees which have been proposed by the
Loyauctl".73 He further warned the lLoyslists saying thet,
“4f the minority is excluded from & wice in government, then
no army in the world however well equipped will be able to
keagp the wice of the minority still=,74

A series of meetings took place between the SHLP and the
Of f4cial Unionist over the igsus of powver.sghering after the
dissolution of the Assembly, where SDLP wanted a guaranteed
role for thoge who were reprasenting the Catholie minority.
But no concrete results ceme out 0 these meetings snd torthern

Ireland had witnessed an. ther ungsuccesaful atrike on 2 May 1977,

72. The obgerver (lLondon), 27 May 1974.
73. w. 3 may 197%.
74. The Cusriian. 29 kay 1975,
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The SDLP, 4n fts annual maeting in Noverder 1978,
called for a British.irigh Conference tw find a permenent
solution to the Irish problem. The leaders of 31.P, however,
made it very clear that the 'solution they had in mind was
rouni fication of the Protestant north with the Cetholic south
and eventual British withdrawal from the province,’® They »leo
agscrted that 'Irish unity would work only 4f the Northem
Ireland Protestants vho wuld becoms the iglands mincrity,
were gsomehow guarantesd protection by the Britigh Govarmmt"."
The SOLP also mafls it very clear thst ‘unless the British
Covernment allow the fassue of ‘Irish unity to be included
in the dtorsont talka, it would not participate! .77 in the
four party Conference, which was proposed by the Secretary
of 3tates for liorthern Ireland, Humphrey Atkirms, on 28 Ootober
1979.

When the Conforarce was held between 7 January to 24
March 1980, SOLP was permjitted by the Secretary of state for
Morthern Irelard, Humphrey Atkins, @ pl«ce its paper on the
‘Irish Dimersiont and put his own progosals regarding the
form of government for Morthern Irelan'is The DLP prog:sed
a power-sharing Fiecutive in wvhich minority representation
would be there in propcrtion to their strength in the Assembly.’ ®

7%  intsrpational Hapald Trilung (Poris;, 20 Foverber 1978,
76. 1Ibid.

77 The Times, 26 March 1980,
78. Finarcial Times, 26 March 1980,
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The rocent propcsals of British Government, enviaeged §n
*‘hite Peper' of april 1982, had empheaisod on the Assembly
election in Horthern Ireland, The Assembly elections were
held on 20 Octobder 1982, vhere 5)OLP got 14 geats, but has
refigged to take aseats in the Asasembly. John Hure, the leader
of 3’y has gone ag fer as saying that “the results of the
election show th:t Jamesg Prior'a ( the secretary of itate for
Northem Irel:nd} Ahsse:bly 49 2as deed as a Dodku", It is still
to be seen that what would be tha next propossls of the 30LP
which could smtisfy the poljtical parties in liorthern Ireland
as well asg the British Governmant,

sinn Fein apd the IR

sSinn fein, ‘ormed by Arthur Griffth in 1905, was basi.
cally & moderate sovement, It 4id nct demand for & total
independence, Thus, originally, it was not Republican
movement, But, after the sicning of Arglo.lrish Treaty of
6 ODecember 1921, Sitn Fein was split into two growps. The
majority, led by William T, Cosgrave, wanted to accept the
treaty. Later on this grow bscame Yine Gael. The grouwp
wvhich rejected the treaty, led by Famon de Valera and refuucd
tc recognise thc new state, was celled s5inn Fein, From 1926
onwarde ainn Fein operatsd as e politicel wing of the Irish
Ropubl ican Army (IRA) whose aim was to overthrow the treaty
and ring akout the reuni‘ication of Irelend by use of force.
‘he IRA was banned in South of Ireland after the bombing

cerwaigh of 1930s ir Britair and Ireland, But sinn Tein was
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allowed to continue as a politicel organisetion., Howgver,

Sdnn Fein syported the IRA's aim, Cradually 3inr Fein deve.
lopued some left wing philosophy, while the IRA carried out

ita perio-dec military cempaign in Britain and Northern Ireland,

With the split in the IRA in late 1969, Sinn Feir also
was split into ©0 groyps - the ‘Proviaional Sinn Fein' and
the 'Official simm Pein', Provisional sinn tein swported
the campaign of Provisionsl IRA in Northern Ireland and
Officlel 3inmn Fain oppoased IRA's violence and went more and
more in favour of political activities. 1In 1977, the O<ficiel
Sinn rein Pearty mde an addition to its title and eslled
itsalf "The 3im Foin - The Workers Farty”. Tomas MacGiolle
bacame its Preaident., At present it has two sents in the
Dejl. The 3imn Fein . The Workars ¥arty has a left wing
aocialist, socio-oconomic programme but it fawurs reconci.
1iation towards Ireland, The Provisional Simm Fedn's sctivi.
ties are con“ined mainly in lorther Ireland and gre primerily
in support of the objectives of the ’rovisional IRA.

The Irish Repuhlican Army, which waas the militery wing
of simn TFein, became active in 1969 after & long interwal,
But the inner riwalrios in the IRA in late December 1960 led
to & aplit in the Irish Republican Army (IRA). Of the two
wings which emsrged out of the aplit, the "Ufficials”, dominated
by Cathal Goulding (Freaident of 3Jimn Tein), were more left
oriented and st pted the sccielist line envisaging &8 United
Jocielist Republican Irelend. Tor them struggle for metional
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independence an i s cfal rew lution were inseparable. With
their Marxist {ideclogy, they Jdomdnated Northem Ireland Civil
Rights Assccir~tion after 1971.79 The other wing ‘Provisionsls‘,
believed 4n action rather then ideclogy end {ts leadership

had gone into the henda of Mac stiafain, who believe? that
Ireland could be united only by msans of violence, bombs end
bullets.8% It 2lso believed in a feceral con.titution of
Ireland. The firat Jeclared task of the ‘Provisicnals' was

t protect the Catholic Community from the rroteatant poare.
military forces,

fionethaleas, the yesr 1970 sew the intermittent rioting
ard violence in lorthem Ireland by both *Provisionsls' and
'of ficials’ who asometimes fought with esch other slso.
However, the Prr:visicnsls were more succossful in attrecting
the Catholic Community and obtasined their support. Thus,
it became popular in comparison with Of‘dciala. ‘lYonetheless,
both the groups comrd tteed terrorism and it was estimated
thet 4n 1971 twenty per cent of the termriast activities

was comiitted by Officials and rest by the Pr:,‘vlsionnla.el

‘Internment! wos introduced in lorthern Irelsand largeaely
due @ the violent sctiv:ties o7 the IRA. It was prowked
partly by the violent incident of 10 March 1971, in which

79. Tom Bowden, "The IRA and the Changing Tactics of Terrc-
riam*, Wﬂx. wol. 47, uctober.Decembor
1976. Pe ™

80, Ibide, Pe 435.
Ble J'Ballence, ne 58, Ppe 13240,
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three scottish soldiers were brutally killed by the IRA, its
massive bombing end sshotage campaign which destroyed the
Daily Mirror (pro.British Lalour Peper and traditionelly
enti.irish), on 17 July 1971, and the killing of a Britigsh
soldier on 8 August 1971, The irternment wes introduced on
9 August 1971, in which 53 Provisionels were interned on the
veory firat dey. B&imilerly, 2ppreshensions about IRA foroed
British Government to take the ‘sacurity' rwasures in
Westminster's hends, However, before the introduction cr
*Direct Rule', the IRA made a three point proposal which both
“Gfficiels” and "Provisionals®™ had suported. These demards
veres (1) an immediate withdrewal of British forces from
orthem Irelandy (411; the abolitiom of Stormont Parlisment;
(444) an ammeaty for 31l politisel priasoners {tried, untried
and those who are on wvante< liat).az The British Governmant
J4d not pay any hee® to the Provisionall!s demand beceuse

of the fact that it wes unreelistic. Hence Provisioncls
isausd & statement declaring that, "guerilla war in north
will cortinue until the British Govermment agrees to end the
irtermmant without trisl, witlhdraw its troops and grant
political emnesty to all politicel prissnors®.83 The sou?
tricd to mediate botwean the IRA and the British Goverrment
over these proposels and, as 8 regult, a gecret meeting was

held, on 7 July 1972, between the IRA consisted of Mac

82, TFaulkner, ne 44, peo 150,
83. The Guprdispn, 12, 13, 14 March 1972.
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3tiofesn, 0'Comell, Gerry Adoims, Searus Twomey, Iwor Bell,
enrd Martin Mc Guinessand Williem Yhitelaw, This meeting
broke down on © July 1972, vhich led to the escslstion of
terrurist activitics and bombings by Proviastonals. On 21
July 1972, there were 22 explosions in Belfast which took
the 1ife of eleven persona md injured hundred and twenty
persons. This incident weaa known as ‘Blocdy rnday'.a‘

However, in the border poll of B March 1973 3inn "ein
dlong with SLP ebstained from wting. And during the strike
of Mey 1974 they adopted 'a wait and wetch® approach though,
paredoxically, they sai? that *‘they would not welcore an
immedi-te withdrawal of British troops from the comtry'.as
It 2130 ok a serious view of 1an Pajaley's threst that 24t
the bombings and shoptings 90 nct stop, then the 'Loyelists’
will flush them cut and destroy them*,%S

The Provisionsls continued ita terrorist activities, and
vhen Britigh Government called a Conatitutional Convention
in February 1976, the death of an IRA hunger striker, Frenk
Stagg, led to consgiderebhle violence. This had undermined the
Catholic support to 301,Ps A riot flared wp following the
march by IRA suy/portera protesting sgeingt the alolition of
apecisl prigoner astatus, for political detem 1s. Thus, terrcriam
continued throughout 1976.

86, M0 Alldster, n, 43, pe 118 and alao see Magea, ne 89,
Ppe 152, 156, ¢'Ballence, Ne 58, pe. 197,

83, Ihe Obgerver, 27 May 1974.
86, Ibide
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To achieve its gosl, the Provisionsls started hunger
strike in the Mage prison in 1981, They alaso put forth five
demands before British Government. Those derands vere:

(1) fres associztion with other political prisonersy

{(11) the right to wear their own clothes;

(144) the right to organise their own recreatinn, education
and works

(4v) the right & receive one viait, one letter and one
Parcel per weeks

{v) the right to full renission of sentences,b8

dorme of the dema:rds were fulfilled by the British Govemment
though after & los8 of ten lives on these iassues., However,
for the IRA this violance remeined part of its cempaign
sctivise its gosl Of a united Ireland, In the recert Northern
Ireland Aasembly Flection of 20 October 1982, the political
wing of IRA, 54mn Fein contested the election and got 8

mtﬂosg

Though 4t ia a congiderable achievenant for Stim
Tedn, 4t like the SDLF has refused to take their seets in
the Assemblye
The Alliance Party apd otherg

The New Ulater Movement (which had emerged in Februery
1969 to support Terence 0'Neill) paved the way for a new
politicel party, the Allismce Party, formed on 20 April 1970
and led by Gliver Napier, Robert Cooper, Jahn Hunter and
BRrian Walker, The Alliasnce Prrty tried to form a bridge between

88, Ihe Timeg, 10 July 1981,
89, 1bid., 25 ictober 1982,
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the Catholics end the Protestants, and thus ettracted members
from huth the commmities. And hence, it cleimed to be @
non.gecretarian organisstion, However, the party welcomsd

the Direot Rule vhen it wes imposed and sttended the Darlington
Conference (25.27 Scptember 1972) slong with cther two politicel
parties - Ulster Unjonist Party and Northemn Irelend Labour
Party. 1t 8lso supported the White Paper on power.sgharing
published 4n March 1973, It was also suyported by Morthem
lreland Labour Party. At the Darlington Conferentte, ft tried
to prorots the Party's compromise plan on the ‘police’
involving the retention of Roysl Ulster Constabulaery side

by side of & new force 0 patrol the streets.??

However, in June 1973 Assexbly Election, the Alliance
Party got 8 seats, wvherees NIL? got only one sest. Thus,
Alliance Party beceme & poartner in the power.sheringe 1Its
representative, Oliver J, Mapier was the Law Minister and
Head of the Office of Law Reform in the Exetutive. In the
Admdinistretion, Rober G. Cooper, was there 88 & Minjaster of
Manpower Services (he wag not in the Emecutive). In the
Constitutional Convention, the Party fawured a power.gharing
governmment in which both the majority and the minority cculd
share the power in the administrstion, Beasides the lesder
of the Party, Oliver Hapier, msde a propogsl tu incre-se
seats in the Wegtninster for torthern Ireland from 12 & 19,




106

The Alliance Party attended the four.party Conference,
hold in 1980, At the Conference it came with a propcsal for
8 partnarship form of Government, thr.ugh a gyastem of depart.
mental committees in which each ministry would be run by an
all.party comittees, with a penel of cormittee Cheirman
allocating departmental budgets without Cabinet,%!

From 1980 to 1981 major politicel parties failed ¢o
reach on any agreement on gome form of power.shtring Executdiwve,
thua, a fresh ‘'ihite Peper' vas brought out by United Kingdom
in April 1982, which envisaged Assembly Election in Northern
Ireland, The Alliance Party contested the election on 20

Ootober 1982 and won 10 seats, eqgreeing to share the power
in the Northern Irelend Asdenbly.

Thua, 4t is olwicus that the Forthern Ireland problem
wok &8 serious turn after 1969. Both the major parties in
Britain .. the Lelvur Party, wvhich was in power the:' time and
the Conservetive Perty, the main Cpposition Party then . had
failed o implemant the reformation programme in Northern
irelend, However, on fundamental questions there was consensus
betwesn the Lalkour and Conservatives. This could be sesn in
the support the Conservative Party gave to the Labour Party
© deal vith the prmoblem throughout 1968, The Conservetive
leader, (uintiam Hogy, and the Labour leeder, Denis Healey,
2l30 emchanged congretulations, saying that fouwr objectives

9l1. Derek Birrell, "A Government of Northern Ireland and the

Obstacle of Fower.3haring", iPoliticel cuprterlv, wvol. 52,
no. 2, Ayril.June 1981, p. 190,
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ese &re identical!.92 At the seme time, the Tnioniat Party's
unwillingness to irplement the reformation progremme 4n
lorthern Irelend gemerated disap. ointhent arong the Liberals
in Britain and also among the Catholic Community &n ropthern
Irel:nd gs well., It was in this context that Jeremny Thurpe,
leader of the Liborel Party, had agked the lorthern Ireland
Government that they must prduce & time table for csrrying
out the re‘orms, HKowever, the feilure of reformation
pr.granme had resulted in massive violence in Morthem
Ireland by the Irish Republican Army, the military wing of
the 3imn Fein,

Both the Lalour and the Conssrwetiv:-s were of the view
that peace should be restwred in Northern Irelamd. And, for
thias reason, *internment’ was introduced by the Unionist
Govermment 4n lorthern Ireland. The introduction of ‘intern.
ment'!, though may be regarcded gs & right measure, aroused
strong rescntment arong the Cetholics. Indeed, they regarded
1t 88 a threat © the minority community &n R.rthern Irelond,
Therefore, social Democratic and Labour Party of Northern
Ireland also opposed internment from the very beginning.

And a Civil Disobedience rovement was 2lso organised against
it. The Liberals begen to criticise internment wvhen it was
found that the internees belonged mainly ¢to the mirority
community in Northern Ireland,

92. Tarmer, He 4, pe 45.
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The ‘intermment! could not check the terrorist activities
in Northern Ireland, The Conservative Party, which was in
power then, tock &8 serious note of the deterioreating law and
order situstion in lorthern Ireland and brought the Province
under ‘Direct Rule’ from Westminster., Thcugh, for oth the
major perties -~ the labour and the Conservative . 'Direct Rule'
was regarded as a last resort, it wvas openly op,osed by the
Unionist Party and the Loyalist groups in liorthern Ireland,

On the contrary, the fntroduction of Direct Rule was welcomed
by the SDLP and the Alliance Party.

30 far as the major parties in Britain were conCerned,
they never regarded *‘Direct Rule' aa a long term sdlution to
the lorthem Ireland problem. Therefore, they favoured a
power.sharing Executive vhich assuwmed functioning from 1
January 1974. But, unfartunately, the power.shering Executive
did not last long. There emerged & united political front,
the United Ulater Unionist Council ('17UC), which dems ded
the salolition of the *Executive’ and the giving up of the
idea of & ‘'Council of Ireland’, This wes followved by a atrike
call given by Ulster Workers® Council, in May 1974, which
led to the collapse of a power.sharing Executive,

After the fell of the power.shering Executive the
Lakour Party tried to resolve the crisis through negotiations
and for this roason & Constitutiongl Convention was held in
1975 but political leaders in Northern lreland failed to

resch on any agreement for 8 pover-sharing governmant. It
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may be mentioned that the rein rees:n for the Constitutional
Convention was United Jlater Unionist Council's oppc sition

to sny form of Emecutive government vhich would bs a coalition
of political perties, FKevertheless, it suggested the rrgtoration
of the old type Stormont syiten, This was obviously ageoinst

the vishes of the Catholic comnmmity. Herce the SILP opposed
that projosal. Moreowver, the Conservative Party also made

it clesr that any 014 ¢ype stormnt government would de

totally unaccejptable.

The Conservetive Party came in power in May 1979,
Fresh init iatives werg taken cncs again. Immediately after
it aasured power & Conference was proposed among the four
major parties in Morthern Irelend., In addition to this, the
Qngervatives had taken a2 number of measures to bresk the
politicel deadlock in Northern Ireland, But 8ll of them
feiled, Indeed, the main reason for the fajlure vas dis.
agresnent over the dewlved administretion. Hence, the
Conservative Party Idrought out 8 new White Paper in April
1982 vhich proposed &n Assenbly election in Rorther: Ireland
on 20 Cotwber 1982, The polit:cal parties in Forthern Ireland
contested the election but two o0f them - the 3P and the
ainn redin refusad €0 take thelr sehts in the Assembly. Thowugh,
both the parties have got & good nunber of seats, the Assenbly
is stil]l Jdonmdnated by the Uni:nist Party. Therefore, the
Borthern Ireland Assambly's dacisions are likely €O overa.
whelmingly refect the Unionist vievs,



Chapter 1V

N 8g

When the Government of Ireland Act of 1920 came fnto
effect on 22 December the same year, the six Counties of
Forthern Ireland were sundered from the twenty-six Counties
of the South. A year later, on 6 December 1921, a five member
Irish delegation, led by Arthur Griffith and ¥ichael Collins,
digned the Anglo.Xrish treaty and created southern Ireland,
The southern Ireland was givem the dominion status. Though
nobody wented partition, those who signed the treaty thought

that this would be the best way t© find a terporary solution
to unite Irolunds."

Eron de Valers, who had replaced Arthur Grif<ith as »
Sim FYein President on 26 October 1917, snd his swpporters
opposed the treaty but failed to prevent the passage of the
treaty in the Dail and this led to the ‘Civil War' $n 1912
between the opponents and protagonistas of the truty.’ This
'Civil War'®' lested till May 1923 snd it resulted in the
formetion of two main politicel parties in the sSouthem
Ireland . Cumann narGaechael, led by William T, Cosgreve

1, Garret ritxiereld, TOMar: g8 reland (London, 1972),
Pe 13 and 8180 sees A Re rdew of the 3 : oOn 40 the 343
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(pro-treaty)} (now this Party is known as Tine Gsel, led by
ritzGerald; and Fianna Fail, led by Pamon de Valere (anti.
tmty).’ Now it 18 led by Charles J. Heugheye

The idea of @& 'Council of Ireland' which was mooted to
smoothen the relaztions and t© keep the link between the South
and ¢the lMorth wasg also quickly a2bandoned. In 1937 a new
Gunstitution vas enacted by plebiacite and, finally, in 1949
the southern Irelend withdrew from Cormonveslth end became a
Reoput:lic, The ‘Irish Question', however, rengined the central
issues in the politica of the Republic of Ireland, The worsen.
ing situation of Northern Irelend following the launching of
1Civil Rights Movement' in early 1969 gave the opportimity
t the Iriash Prime Minister, John Lynch, ¢ ‘'intermaticnalize’
the orthem Ireland problem.* The Republican Government
anrounced, on 21 April 1969, that in viewv of '‘growing dis.
content and extreme gravity of the situation! the Prims
Minister, John Lynch would like t© meet the British Prime
Minister, Harold Viilgon. The announcament said thet the
Irish Deputy Prime Minister, Frank Aiken, would apprise the
Uelie 38Cretery Genersel U7, Thant of the asitustion in rorthern
Ireland,’

Oon 23 April 1969, the Irish Foreign Minister, Patrik
illery met 7. Thant and asked him ¢to intervene in the *‘Irish

3. John Magee, ! C 4 -
(London, 1974), pe .

4. BEgar O'Ballence,
Lgts (tovato, ‘1GA,

Se dhe Gyaridgn (Manchester), 22 april 1969,
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Problen’ g0 that the 'Civil Rights' could be vestored in
lorthern Ireland. It may be recelled that in 1965 the Irish
Prime Miniater, sesn Lewass, for the first time exchanged
visits in January 19638 with lorthern Irelend Prime Minister,
Terence O'lieill, with a view t0 normelising the relations at
the highest level.® But the renewed viclence at the highest
of July and August 1969 in Northern Irelaend arrested any
progress in this Airection.

Eowever, in August 1969, John Lynch, the Irish Prime
Miniater, in s broa’lcast, e 8 proposal for the stationing
of a Y.N. peace keeping force in Rorthern Ireland and also
called for a 'review of the conatitutional posit:on of the
province', But the whole issue was sidetyrecked by the
British Government vhen it proclaimed that the Northem
Irelend was & part of the United Kingdom and that the problen
there wes an “internel mmtter”,’ of the United Kingdom.
However, the policy of the Irish Republic towerds the
Northern Ireland quastion was enumciated by John Lynch,
Prime Minjater, on 28 August 1969;

I need not explain or justify the fundsmental
desire of the overvhelming mnjority of the
poople of this island for the restorstion in
some form of its national unity ...« Bowever,
vee W& have no intention of using force &
renlise this 3110 <eee Of §¢8 nature this
POliCY w= Of soeking wnmity through agreement
in Ireland between Irishimer - is a long.term
. ONe seee Lot me make it clear, too, that in

-1 Liam de Peor, 24ivided Ulater (Middlesex, 1970),
PP 146047,

7e Ine Txibune (Ambala), 23 August 1969,
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seeking re.unification, our aim is not @
extand the ®Omination of Dublin ceee I nVio
saged the }ossibility of intermediate stage

in an approach ¢o a finel agreed 2011tion «e.(8)

The end of 1969 sew a major change when the IRA was
#lit inty two grows - "Officials” with more left orfented
ideoclogy and “Frovisionals® which believed in violence and
action rsther than 1dooloqy.9 The former adopted & sccielist
approach ard the latter also refused tv agree with the strategy
and reens of the Rapublic's governnment v unite Ireland. This
dewelopmant had & noteble impect on Lyich's policy. There
wes @ reaction within his ocwn Party because of the emergence
of & more militant group. Avong them who had supported the
militant group were Charles J. Hauwhey, the Fimance ¥ iniseer,
Keil T. Blaney, Agriculture Minister, and Kevin Boland,
Minister for local Government anéd Social Velfare, However,
in April 1970, Haughey and Blaney were charged with atterpting
to ship armsg acrosi the border to the IRA in orthern Ireland,
Following this, koth of them were dismissed, on 6 May 1970,

from the Government. In gupport of these two Ministers, two

other Ministers roesigned. Anong them was Kevin Boland who
10

formed his own party ‘'rontacht Fireann’, But the govemment

- L LML

1 E® 1 98 LD NEYXYY,
N _Se X X [ tion gervices,
Dublin, 1969), ppe 2=-3. 1In certain publications, John
lynch has been referred as Jeck .ynch,

9 'ﬁ;n Bowden, "The IRA on? the Changing Tactics of Terro.
rism", W,;ﬁgmq§ (Lendon), wle 47, dctober.
iJecember 1976, ppe 3, Se ’

10, Patrick Keatinge, 2 h
1kish roredon Policy (Pubiin, 1898), pe 136.
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feiled to prove the charges ageinst thes accused snd on 23
Cctober 1970 all charges againat the accused were dismissed.
*hile dving a0 the judge remarked that 'someone has been
lyinq'.u In early May 1970, = Dublin mageszine, Thig Week,
reveeled, after conducting an opinion poll, that only 17%
favoured the genliing of the xiuh Arrmy over ‘the Border® &f
the pogrom of August 1969 weaa mputed.u

By the end of 1970 the Lynch Government changed fits
#olicy towards Northemm Ircland which wvas based on *functionsl
CowOperation' followed by seen Lemasa, Lynch proposed on 20
Februsry 1971, en extension of ‘preferentiel tari<fa for
orthermn Ireland ¢goods', sxl co.operation in *erogs.border
rogionel developumentt, le also called for the crestion of a
*joint economic councilt, The fdea behind such proycsals

were that 'economic and social cowoperation®' would leed ¢o
recustion of political m.uon.l"'

In Borthewmn Ireland, there was a constant effore ¢
saress violence., Because of the continuing uheaval however,
Northem Ireland Govermmant decided to introduce intsrmment.
Horce on 9 Auguat 1971, internmant witlhout trial was introduced.
The introduction of ‘internment'’ had resulted in the shelving
the policy of 'functional co.cperauon'." The Republ fcan

11. J'Ballance, ne 4, pe 134 and 8190 sse Conor Cruise
G'Brien, Jgtateg of Jreland (London, 1972;, p. 247.

12, Magee, he 3, e 22,

13. Keatinge, n. 10, Pe 118,
14, Ibid,
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Government reacted gharply o the fntroduction of internmert
in Northern Ireland but meintained that; *We have no intention
of using our defence forces to intervene in the affeirs of
forthermn Irelsnd®, and that the "Irish Government camnot and
will not support any armed activity which will inevitahly
cause further suffering and desthe”.15

It was apjarent that the internment would be a ‘*hard
P11l for Irish Government ¢o gswellow', A gtrong criticism
of the British and lbrthern Ireland Govermment's péucy vas
made in Dail on 20.21 October 1971. Though, Lynch 444 not
delay the opening of the refugjoe camps and giving assistance
to the refugees from Northern Ireland, it merked a seriocus
departure from the conciliatory policy followed between
Belfast and Dublin, He personslly met the Catholic MPs
in 3tormont and sent his Miniaster for Fxternal Af fairs,
Petrick Fillary, to London in protest against 'internments,l®

Speaking in the Dail on 20 October 1971, he said that
the introduction of internment had obviously been a8 “"tragic
mistaks” and would have © be ended quickly if progress vere
to be achieved, ard that the ultimate solution lay in the
creation of a ‘'Inited Irelend’. Liam Cuasgrave, the Opposition
Leader also said, the same day, that “the only permanent
solution to the sit:mtion in the north was & wnited Ireland,

16. O'Ballance, n. 4, Ppe 150.51.
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which could not be achieved through violerce, repression or
throuch the uase of frce, as this kind of unity would not be
long lasting snd that it would be opposed by Irish people.
The leader of the lLabour Party, Brendan Corish also held the
sele view., As & pesult, the Irish Govermment'’s policy was

t© suyport the passive resistaice policy of the largest
Catholic dominated party of Northern Irelend, the Social
Democretic and Labour Party, and to bring the case of ill.
trestment of Northernm Iveland internees befors the European
Court of Hwoan Rights.

The events of *Bloody sSunday* on 30 January 1972, aruse
intense anger and indignation in Irigh Pepublic end on 31
Jamuary 1972 an emergency ssssion of Dejil mst where Irish
premier seid that the Covernment was fully setisfied that
thare was an wmprowked attack by the British troops which
resulted in the death of 13 unermed civilians in Derry. The
anti.British asentiments had growm in Dublin ¢ the extent thet
ireland recalled s ambeusaor in london, Further, the
Government of Ireland, mede a three point proposel, The
PIOPosala weres

(a) the British troops should be withdrawn immedictely

from Derxys

(b) dintemment ghould end; end

(c)} e declaretion 'ka the eiffect of Aritain's intention

to achieve a final asettlenunt of the Irish problem.
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Hovever, soon the Irish Govermment had sbendoned the jolicy
vhich waa beged on mutual truat end economic coc.operntion,
hitherto pursued, and, the *quiet Aiplomecy' of Lynch was
repleced by 'diplonmecy of pr;:test‘r,. which brought the

ublin Governmnent end Hegtmingter Covernmont face.to-facea,

It &8 el rermarkable that the Irdish Foreign Minlater's
appreach to the United Nations and internetionalis tion of
the ‘Irish (nestion' by taking uwp the pr:blem to the American
President and the YWeat Ruropean Govermments had emberrassed
Britain., Though the American Pregsident Richara M, MNMixon 4d44
not allow the Irish problem to influsnce Anglo.American
relations, the campeion of the Irish Governsment comld not
go unnoticed. 1Indeed, it forced Westminster to suspend the
jtorsont regime on 24 March 1972 and replace it by 2 power.
sharing government, vwhich included both the majority and the
mirority cormunities. Thus, the concept of power.sharing
which was proposed for the first time after 50 years of one

perty rule, was inciuded in & ‘modified form 4n the Constitution
At of 1973+,38

The introlduction of *DHirect Rule' from lestminater
marked the beginning of & new ers in the anglo.Irish relationas.
Lynch, &n an article, declared that the intrciuction of direct
rule in Sortherm Ireland had rsopaned the Irish question as

17. mum.' Re 100 Pe 118,
18, Magee, Ne 3, e 22.23,
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a wvhole, and that the only solution wes an ‘Ireland united by
agrectent in independencey an Ireland in a friendly relstionship
with Britain; an Ireland wvhich will be a member with Britein

of the enlarged Europesn Corrmnities*®.1® Hig demand was for

@ pusitive British commitmant to eventual Irish unity but he
inddcated th:at in thae meenwvhile he was willing to teke

the question of the reform of the Republic's unstitutin

in the context of a nev Ireland.20

Eerly 1973 vitnaessed the continustion of the game terro.
riat ectivities in !orthern Irelsn? 2a it wag the case in 1972.
Measures wore taken in the Irish Republic & cherk the growing
violence. However, fn an opinion poll conducted for Dublin's
aundey Indgoandant ( Sunday edition of the pro.fine Gael news
paper Irish lndependsnt) newapeper of 4th March 1973, it was
raported that only 29% of the combined populations of Ireland
and Northern Irelsnd considered Irigh unification as the best
soluticn o the Northern Ireland crisis, and in Irish Republie
alone I7% of those polled thought that unity was the best
solution to end the fighting in the North,

The replacenent of rianna Fail Party by Fine Gael and
Labour Party (Coalition Govermment) in the general election
of 14 March 1973, however, changed the policy of Irpeland
towards Northern Ireland, The ualition Party in their

19. These iJdeas vere expreased in & very genersl form., 35ee
John M, Lynch, "The Anglo.Ifiash Problem®, Yoreiap Nffeiras
(Now York), ppe. 601.17,

20 Ibide.
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clectoral campaign had proposed that if they come to power,

Liam Cosgrave (Fine Gael) and Brendan Corish (Lakour), would

be the Prime rMinister and the Deputy Prims Minister reapectively.
A fourteen point policy gtetoment was also isaued ¢o find a
poaceful solution ¢ the Northern Ireland problem and ¢ emd

the blood.shed, injustice and sectarian tendencies. A signifi.
cant change of Fine Gsel wes that, it esphesised ‘rec:ncilietion
rother than unity'.2!

The Britigh Govermment rought out a ‘White Paper' on
‘Conatitutionsl Proposals' on 20 March 1973, which contained
the prograsme for the future admin’ stration of ‘orthern
Ireland.?? This fncluded a power.shsring government in
Zorthern Ireland, the total integration of Northern Ireland
in the United Kingdom, and the role of the *Council of Irelandt,
Thus, for the first time, 'Irish imensjon' emerged with the
concept 0f the Oouncil of Irelend in ‘Sunningdale Mreeent’

of December 1973.23

The Assembly elections were held on 28 June 1973 4n
Northern Ireland for a power.shoring government. This wae
followed by & tripartite tslk between the Irish and British
Governments and the pprties involved in the MNorthem Ireland

21, %u_ml (Dublin), 17 March 1973, As early as September
Fine Gael aocepted that the reunif ication should
depend on & majority wote in rorthern Ireland,

22‘ UK. Hd".qﬁ.().' P ¥ )
Crnde. 32%9 (1973).

23. iede Flackes, &WW'
4268279 (Dublin, 60}, pPe 71a
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Executive { designate), led by Lism Coagreve, Edwerd FHeath snd
Brian Faulkner gespectively, at sunningdele from 6.9 Dacember
1973.2¢ The 'Council of Ireland’ which was to include thirty
members each fron the Bail and the Northern Ireland Assembly
to iorm a Council of Ministera and a Consultative Asserbly to
irprove relations botween the north and south, especielly on
economic agpects, which was one of the major issues an’ was
videly discussed at the ‘sunningiale Conference’.?” It was
olso final'ly resolved by thoe Irish Government that, "there
could be no cha:ge in the status of lorthern Irelsnd until

8 majority of the pecple cof Morthern Irelend dasired a change

in that atatus".za Rowever, the Irish Covermment failed ®
discuss any amendment of Article 2 and 3 of the Constitution.

The lieath Governmwent, heiled the agreement as a very congidermable
achievensnt. 1In the gene vain, Cosgrave slso expr-ssed the

viaw that the agreenant would o & long way to meet the

contingencies of the situmtion,

In 16 Janu:ry 1974, the Chief Executive of Rorthern
Ireland, Brian Fasulkner, ot the Irish Prime Minister Liam

24.

(mmbﬂa 597) ¢ ibe 128231 and also see Mages,
Ne o Peo 186; 0'&113'”0. Ne ‘o Pe 1920

a5,

26. Ibid,, P 2 on i also sss Brian Teulkner, ed;édu&mm

g__%_m%&‘(’wndon. 1978), pPp. 230.31, tegee,
B o ¥De .
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Cosyrave, Coagrave took the occssion to convince Faulkner

that Dublin had sccepted Ulstarts congtitutional atatus and

went on to hold thagt it would not seek the ‘unification of
Ireland® without the consent of the mejority in rorthem Irelend,
He assured Datl on 13 March 1974 that his governmant conasi‘ered
Northern Ireland to be & part of the United Kingdom and tha!

his govermmment scoepted thia “as a fect*, 4’ However, it 1@
significant tw note that the 'Sumingdale Mreement® was never
ratified and the clause 5 of the ireement .. the declsration

of status - caused the Oppoaition Party, Fianna Fail, to
chellenge {ts constitutionality in the sSuprema Ccurt of Ireland,
The verdict of the Court vindicated the atund of the governrent
meintaining inter glig that its decision Jid not frustrate the
Republic's goal of an United Ireland, Thus, Flanme Fail
accepted Cosgirave's statement with some reservation., Rumird
G'Bradaigh, hesd of the S4m Fein, the politicel arm of the
Irish Republican Army (IRA) sadd thet in "each statement
usgrave nekes, he goas nearer to subverting the constitution®,?8
iIn the memmwhile, Prime Minister Edward Heath wvas replsced by
Hayold Wilson after the Felruary 1974 Dritish general election.

7. l.dam Cosgrave, §H
O A ) & - AL

mrrr—m;mm'ul ,

Governnent Infor.

28, Faulkner, cfter a meeting with Cosgrave in Forthern Irelend
on 1 February 1974 had said the requirementa for egtablish..
ment of the Council of Ireland were; recognition that
Dublin accepted Ulgter's gtatuas as part of the Tnited
Kingdon, improvement of gecurity acrvss their dborder,
and a peport from a working porty set up at their mecting
thut day to examine matters thet would be administered
by 8 Council of Ireland,
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Harold Wilson on his first officiel visit to torthem Irelend

28 the Prime Minister of Britain lend support t the sunhingdale
Mresment, During his visit he 2leso callad for the crestion of

the "Council of Ireland”. 1In this regard he had also requested
Lism Cosgrave to mw quickly towaris the formal asigning of

the '3umingdale Agreement’,

In May 1574, while speaking in the Dail after the
collapse of power.gharing executive in Northern Ireland, Lism
Cosgrave, Irish Prime Minister, said that misrepresentation
of its purpose and the violence as well had destroyed the
power.sharing Ulster Executive, He sai?? that "the canmpaign
of violence by the provisional wing of the Irish Republican
Army hed prowoked & rassive secturien backlash”, thn the
British Govermment publighied a 'hite Paport on ‘The lorthem
Ireland Constitution® in July 1974, the hopes were once anain
kindled as to the crestion of anotl.er power-ghering govemment
in Morthern Irelend. The White Paper emphasised the establish.
mant of a power-shering executive, acceptsble ©© & lerge number
of people within the community.2’ It wes sleo agreed, in &
joint communique jsaued after the talks between the British
Prime Minister Harold Wilson and the ;riah Prime Minister Lism
Cosgrave on 11 September 1974, that any new administrastion in
torthern Irelant would have t© be bsse? on pover-sharing between
the Protest=nt and Catholic comunities,

29. Dexrekx Birrell, "A Government of Northern Ireland and
Gbatacle of iFower-sharing”, Po { London),
vole 52, Wwe. 2, APril-June 1981, . 185 a 8l80 gee
Mo Allister, n. 24, p. 148,
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The fajlure of Constitutionsl Convention in 1975, had
rosulted in the ateying up of violence cn the pert of the 1IRA,
Thus, Poth the British and the Irish Govermmentas had proceaded
wvith anti.terrorism legislation which wvas agreed at Sumingdele.
Hovever, the Coalition Government's main concern was t© Aiffuse
the tsnsion mainly through persu-ding Forthern Ireland Protestesnts
that thoy had mothing to fear from the South,

Nevertheless, the quest for a political solution to the
problems of Northern Ireland remained alive., Though the
Republican Coslsition Government's 8im was t© encourage powver.
sharing which could lead tc a 'suitable rec:gnition of the
Irish Dimension® of the torthern Ireland problem, the insti.
tuticneliged 'Irish ‘dmengion' wes abendoned for the fear of
provoking a loyalist coup.” Despite the fact that the Tine
Gael Labour Government atoo by the Sunringdale position, it
waa reluctant to t:ke the risk of a referendum which was a
neceganry pert to any amendment to the constitution. On 20
Ot ber 1978, the Fian-e Fail put forth the demand that Britain
should effect 'sn ordered withirawal from her inwlvement
in the six Counties’, and promised thst this demand would be
swported by dislometic snd political endeavour at the United
Kationa, throuch the Furopeen institutions and eppropriate
international bodies.’l But, after the party's return to
power in June 1977 there were fow in‘icstions thet this policy
was being followed,

30. li‘or O'Brien’s statement, see Irish Times, 25 September
974

J. W. 30 cwbar 1975.
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On 16 June 1977 the Corlition Government of Liam
Coggrave vas repleced in the General Elections by the riamna
Fail Party end John Lynch baceme ¢he new Prime Minigter,
Though, during the electior cempaicn the coslition rine Geel.
Labour had levelled the charge on Fianna Fail that Fiann® Fail
had many member's vho aupported the IRA and that the party
would {nvolve the Irish Republic in the problemag of MNorthem
Ireland, tha chorce was refuted by Jolm Lynch. HNevertheleoas,
the defent of Cosgrave who had sw.orted the British policy

in Northern lIrelan? had caused conoern in RBritain,

T™ho Irish Prime Minjater, John Lynch, however, had
made 4t clear beforce the elections on 26 May 1977, that the
governnment would repeal the ‘tEmergency Act' which was promul.
geted after the assasination, by the IRA,0f Christopher Fwart
Bigcs, the British ambagsador t© Ireland., This Emergency Act
contained hersh anti.terrorist reesureas that vere used againgt
the IRA, John Lynch, after coming to power, urged the British
Government t. take injtistive for a devolved form of govermment
in Noprethern Ireland where power could be ghared by the Protes..
tant and Catholic cormunities. He also asked tha Americaen
Government t put pressure on the British Covernment into
raking 8 Jeclaration of intent to withdiraw from Rorthern
Ireland, 32 Hiowever, Lynch was reedy for a politicel settlasent
in Jorthern Ireland with a power-sharing for: of government

32. O*Ballance, ne ¢, pe 220,
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end for which he also assured his swport to the SLP in
mrthern Ireland, The two Prime Ministers, John Lynch and
James Callaghan, also met on 28 Septamber 1977 4n which Johr
Lynch inaieted that Calleahen ghould set e “=te for the British
withdreswval fyom Northern Irelend, 33

lthough the call for eventusl reunification was a
departure frorm the previcous Government's stance on the issue,
John Lyrch departed from his party's 1975 policy, which had
called on Britain to declare that it would withdresw frorm the
ProvinCe. However, David Andrews, Perlismentary decretary to
the Minister for Foraign Affairs, suid on 7 November 1977,

It has become cleaar that the atterpted settlerent
of 1921 fefiled ¢ golve Britsints “Irish srodlem®
and {ew will deny that & problam gtill remeing ©
be aolved in Ireland ,ess The demand of the majority
of the inhabiteits of Ircland for recognition of
their geparste political ilentity bacame too
aerphatic for Greet Britain ¢o resiat further seee
Our objectiwve ia progress through reconcilietion,
in harmony with the mandate of an electorate which
has consistently and overvhelminaly made it clear
throuwgh the ballot box that the unity §it agpires
to is ona that comes chout in peace by congent and
under agreed agtructurea. (34)

At a meseting of the Yfanna Feil Perty Committes on orthern
Ireland on 27 ;uril 1978, Prime Minister John Lynch spoke

alout the growing termrism ecross the torder eanl aleo on the

33, O'Ballance, ne 4, Po 2210
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extradition laws. e said:

It is inmportant to remember that many States
guard the right tv decile wvhether or not they
will extradite their ouwn nationals, irreapective
of the offence o+ which they are accuased s.ee¢ IN
this reapect, our extradition laws are more liberasl
than those of many Furopean countries aeee YWhat
i3 our position? 1 doult 4f any country in RBurope
has taken as strong e stend sgainst those who would
use terror ‘or politicel el(ic;; evee This country 18
ne beoven for terroxista. )

When John .ynoh apoke in s redio interview on 8 January
1978, that "Britain should actiwvely encourege Irish unity,
and thet the Dublin Government might consi‘er an amesty for
terrurists once the Ulster violence ended®, it causded a sharp
reaction among British Hinisters.’® This statement, was
howevar, guffictient ¢o scuf fle the 3ecratery of State for
Northern Irelani, Roy Meaon's injtietive with the politicians
of Northern Ireland for am "interim® return to a devolved
administration ir Ulster., This statemant alsc led ¢ the
growing pressure irom the Oppoasition politicians like Garret
FitaGorald of the 'ine Gael Purty and Frank Clugkey of the
Irishh Labour Party in the Reyublic, to *remove ambiguities
in his remarks alout &8 poagsible ammesty for provisional IRA

priaonets'.”

On 2 May 1978, Amnesty Internctionsl, mede public a
report by a fact finding grouwp of Human Rights Cormission of

35. JOM laWCh‘ t . l B8 ) e T P492 BTS2 ,_ e, b3 01 &
1830 .‘ ch 1 ; C 3 D¢ ‘ t “m L& DN
- G orthem 2lena 4D Leirstar Fouse

. Wm'n (Bullotin of the Depertmant
of rordgn Affaira, Dublin, 5/78).

36. Thg Tiwey (London), 9 Janwary 1978,
37. IMd., 10 m(nw 1978.



17

the World Peace.Council which had visited Belfast, to investi.
gate allegations of mal-.troatment of suspects by the British
Security Forces. This fect finding qroup vhich was consisted
of four persons . Georges Albert Astre (Frence), Aikys Bastl
Papacostas (Greece), Lauri Hannikainen (rinlend) and Chitta
Bisvan, 3ecretery of the World Peace Council from Indim,
invaatiguted end interviewved represerntatives of orcenizetions
and individusls., They found that torture was used to extract
confegaions from persons generelly *recognised as mnmml'u:'.33
Lowever, the report of the Fact "inding Cormitess waa rejected
by the British Government which seid thet the report reprosented
incomplete evidence.

The aftuntion deteriorated furthar vhen Earl Mountbatten
was muxdered on 27 August 1979, TFollowirg thias, both Britain
end Irelond pledged to adopt tough sncurity measires that
could countar tha growving viclence. Though, Britain ‘elt that
Ireland conderned the terrorism of IRA, it was convinced that
Irelend wasg not oing en ugh to combat {¢t. Margaret Thatcher,
who camne to power in EBEritedin on 3 May 1979, came out with four
proposals t strengthen the anti.terrcrist campeign. They
weres
(a) TO allow Royal Ulster Conastabulery detectives to inter.

view the suspects held in the Irish Republic (RExtradition

of the suspocta to lortharm Izeland was considered a

38, George Albert Astre, “hBritish Govermment Violating Humen
Rights in !Tirthemn Irpelend®, Dow Pergpoectivoe (Felainkd),
volo B‘ 6/1978’ PP 20.22. .
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polirical impossibilicy for the Irish Govermment)g

{b; Reorganization of the Irish police, incluiing a specieal

| mobile force along the border;

(c) Croater Irish attention to IRA activitias in cther aress,
such a8 treining, bonb.meking ond eapecially benk roberies;

() Provide better protection for well-krown Britona in
the Republic.®

Ireland's sttitude, however, was that, the arti.terr-riet
measures did not deal with the rootg of the trouble in Northern
Ireland, 4peaking at a nevs conferance on 5 Jeptember 1979,
John Lynch hed said, "one must get at the caude first, I
believe that it will not be pogsible to make progress in these
netters unti) we see s0me political snitiative® coming from
the British Govermment, lHowever, esrlier on 22 May 1978,
there wos a proposel from the leader of Jiposition, Garret
ritaCGerald of the Ffine Gaml Party, that there should be a
‘federation’ or a confedsration of Rorthern Ireland with
Irdah Repubuc.‘o But the Govermment's jropcaéed gcheme wes
t uwnify the country, and, therefore, nothing could be done
on this propogsl. After comin¢ to power, Margaret Thatcher
had clearly st:ted that she (414 not favour an ‘Irigh Nimersion'.
However, by this time political scene on the both sides of
the Irish border woraaned, es Ulster's two Big "loyalist®
agroups intensisied their public battle cver the proposed

conatitutianel conference,

¥. Inpternatiocnal Hergld Tribupg (Peria), 31 August 1979,
‘0. O'Bnllmcep Ne 4' ide 230.
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In & Regional Conference of Fianna Pail Councillors,
Michas]l G'Kennedy, Minigter for Fforeign Affairs said on 2
Desenber 1979 that:

All of us in Ireland are facing major challenge
ees to create the condition for peace, harmonious
develapment and proaperity on this islend .. 4
48 a mething wvhich must be built, deliberstely end
step by step., (41)

tn Irish dimernsion, he gaidy

see 1C live on Oore 4alend ant cannot ba isolated
from one another .ee. I boliave the Irish dimer.
sion should be recognised for what 4t s, a
positive elemant which can make an lmmense contri.
buation to progress towards & solution., (42)

On 8 December 1979, Lynch stepped down from the premiership
and wag replaced by Charles Haughey, For a few weeks Lynch

was under heavy criticism for mmking his ‘nmystorious'® Cross.

border agreement with Britain,

Before assusning the Office o+ the Prime Minister, Charles

Hasughey addrcgsed a pregs conference on 7 December 1979, in
which he saids

eee The Fisnna Fail jolicy on rorthern Ireland
has been quite cleerly enuwmciated $n the 1975
declarstion by the party asnd that will remein
our policy. There may be perhaps differences

of enmphaais on particuler aapects .. the thruet
of our policy will be the same; the reunif icetion
of our cowmntry by peaceiful roBNns sees (43

41. Mtchael O'Remnedy, [orthern =lapd; The Irip! Dw.

Address Ly dMichael OKenned Ta e formas

.

K3 E3Y ¢

(Bu]. etin of t e )cpartmen o r'ore (m At a rs. Dubl n. s/78
42. 1Ibid,

3.
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vhen he vas esked by the interviewer on his pricrities
aftor taking over the adningistration, he said; "I would regar
the peaceful unification of the people of Ireland es my primary
political priority".%® i/hen he was asked alout his sttitude
towards ‘yover-sharingt: end *Irish dimengion?, he saids

ese the '75 Fianra Fail policy Document clearly

. dndicates this pending the withirzwel or disen.
gagemunt of Britain from Irish affairs that we
should pursue the pesceful coming toget er of

the communities Yy means of interim institution,
Any such interim inastitution wiuld be welcome, (45)

However, Haughey'a $doa of peeceful unificetion of
Irelend brought sharp reaction from the Loyelist Rev, lIan
raislay. He werned the Irfah Prime Minisver, Charles Haughey,
that they would die pather thar “"permit® the IRA ™ attain
“thedr” sharaed goal of en all.lreland Republic "ec long es
there §s & Unioniet and Protestant me jority in Northemm
Irelcmd".“ llevertheless, the secret security agrangements
entered into Margaret Thatcher and John Lynch after the
rurder of lord Mountbhatten remeined, That it wves still
velid wvas made clear by the Irish Prime Minister, Charles
Haughey in the Deil on 20 Fobrusry 1980.%7

It is pertinent to note here that Charles Haughey was
able to oust John Lynch in December 1979 from the Orfice of

Prime Miniater. One of the causes for the ouster wasg Lynch's

44. Ibid,, and alao sec The Times, 18 February 1980,
45. 1bid,

46, W’ 3 ¥ arch 1980.
47. 1bid,, 21 rebruary 1980,
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inability to solve the gnternal problem of Republic of Irelsnd.
On the other hend Charles Haughey regarsded the Northemmn

question as the mogt irmportant outstanding fssue.

Before the publi‘ation of British Governmwnttg White
raper, Charles Heughey, the new Premier of Irish Republic,
while addressing the Ard.theis (apnual conference} of the
ruling riemne Yail, on 16 rebrusry 1980 had said that his
country and Great Britein should “"face the reality that
Northern Irelasnd, as politicel ontity, hes failed and s new
beginning is nesded”, asnd that “"the sclution can coms only
throuch politicel action®, He ssidy

8 decleration by the British Govermment of their

oot o 15 pess. would epen the vey tovards

an entirely nev situation in which peace.reel,
lasting peace.would become &an attainable reality. (48)

Subsecuently, wvhen a meeting ves srrenge:l in London on
21 May 1980 bhotvewm Margaret Thatcher and Cherles Haughey to
diacuss the p:bblm of Korthermm Ireland, Haughey gaid thet
any atternpt to deal with Northern Ireland’s problem cannot be
sclved unilaterally. It i3 orly on some new level of relaticn.

shiy betwesrn Britain asnd Ireleand that 2 loncg.lasting solution

49

cen be found. It f{a remarkeble that Margaret Thatcher on

this occasion failed to refse the fasue that *the future of

9. The Tiwes, 22 vay 1980,
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Yorthern ireland wvas for "no one else” cutside the nited
Kingdon - an sssurence which was made by Margaret Thetcher to

the Fouse of Cormrons shortly before her meeting with Charles

Haughey. 50

But, this peace plan of liaughey made little progress.
Though Haughey had extended his hands of comprormdise andi
conciliation t© the Unicnists of Rorthern Ireland, he remarked
thet the 'minority community would never agein accept second
Clase astatus in their own count:y'.n Eowever, the reconoilies.
tion approach of Haughey was thvarted ‘ollowing the hunger
strikes in Mese prison fn Northern Ireland. The provisional
IRA prigoners dermanded fpoliticel statua' to all the political
detainees besides colling for the wmificetion of Ireland. On
27 wetcbar 1980, some priscnera then participating in the
hunger strike at the Maze prison intensified their effirts &
forco the suthorities to grant tham "gpecial category status”,52

In reply to a Perliamentary uagtion on 25 November 1980
about the hunger strike which ended on 18..19 Decermbder 1980,
Prime Miniaster Haugheoy stated that:

ees if soma aljustment could be made {n the
priscn rulea themgelves or in their interpro.
tation .e. 8 solution would be possible. The
Government ‘1o not believe that politicel status
should be an issue cee (53)

$0s Ibid.

51. W. 6 ctober 1980,
52, For details see Chapter Il.

53, 2
3 { Ex
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A meating vas arrernged between Hauwrhey and Margaret
Thetcher fn Dublin on 8 December 1980, which emphasised the
‘unique relationshipy' between the two countrieg. For this
burpose the two lenders sgreed to explore, develop, and jointly
study mattors covering & range of $assues incluiing "new insti.
tutional structures, cttiuﬁwhtp righta, security matters,
eCOTOREE CO.OperRtion en memsures to encoursge mutual underw
standing®, 54

Bovever, the Opposition leadar Garret ¥YitzCerald (Fine
(nel) expressed hias discorfiture st Margaret Thatcher's remark,
made during the meeting, that, "there was no possibility of
a confederation betwean Ulgter &nd the rest of Ireland flowing
fros: the Dublin talks”.>> The decleration of a *joint stuwdy
group® had 2180 led to 8 difference of opinion between Tlster
Unianists and Margaret Thatcher,>%

The IRA hunger atrikers who hat abandoned thedir protest,
bagen their asecond round of hunger atrike or 9 March 1981 to
achieve their goal of ‘political status'.s But Thatcher
Govermment declined to grant them 'politicel stetus® and to
resch ary compromise on this 1s5ue.57 But she wes quick to
add that there would be no charge in its constitutional status
without the consent of the mejcrity (the right of self.determi.
nation.

54.

he 8 December 1980).
53, W 12 December 1980.
56, Ibide., 13 Decenber 1980,
87 1Ibide, 7 March 1981,
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The gereral election of July 1981, ousted Fianna Fail
Party wvhich was repleced by rine Geel and Labour Party coalition
wvith Garret Titziereld as the Frime Minister and Michael
OtLesry a8 the Jdeputy ¢rime Minister. The coming to power of
the coalition signalled the chonge in Irish policy towards
liorthern Ireland. Tha coslition deemed that the Lorthern
Ireland problem could be solved only through a astep by atep
progess., Lie urged the British Covernment ¢t implement without
delay the progosed reforms in the Mase prison. But this
broposel was rejectod by the Britiash Government on 7 August
19681. lHowever, the primary problem was not the question of
British rule in Northern Ireland but the dif “4culty in foster.
ing amity between the two commmities. Carret TitzCerald
wes aceirst the 'ides of an indspendent !‘orthern Ireland.

He maintatned that, ‘such a state would be finherently unstable
and 2 s urca of insecurity to its citizens 8nd w those of
the Republie and Britein'.>? Nevertheless, he attacked
sharply the Provisional IRA, which he said wes a threst ¢o

ell the peocple of Ireland, snd claimed that many people no
longer wanted ‘a united Ireland because of the Proviaional
IRA's violence'.¥®

In &8 Radio Telfis Rireann Radio interview on 27 Septembey
1981 Garret FivisGerald saids

I want to lced a crussde, s Republican crusade,
o make & gemins Rapublic ... I anm passionntely

584 Ibil., 23 dcptermber 1981,
590 Ib‘dg
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comitesd to 8 United Ireland, eateblished on
the principles of Tone and Devia and will try
to leed our people towards thet ... (60)

However, FitzGeruld could not survive aa Prime Miniaster
for a long tire and in Fehruary 1982 election his coalition
governnrent lost the elections and Fianne Fail acgein came to
power. Though, on the Anglo.lrish telk & general agreement
remained, Charles Raughey was much keener for the ‘Parliesmentary

level' ... rather then just the 'minisgterial and civil service’

level talks on !orthem Ireland iaaue.sl

In & new initiative ¢ rosolve the crisis in Northem
Ireland, the Britiah Government publighed a new White Paper
in April 1982, vhich enphesised a dewlved form of Govemment
for Morthern Ireland, The Irish Gowrment held the view
that this ‘vhite Paper*® ignored the ‘Lroader dimengions of
the problenmt. It obaerved;

It 43 the GCovermrent’s viev thet only policies
dasigned @ promote pesce, stability and recon.
ciliation botween the two major Irish traditions,
and ¢to dovelop the totality of relations within
these iaslands, can contribute t© a true solution

of lorthern Ireland's difficulties. Such policies
ahoald be brought forward through the operation of
the Anglo-lrish Inter.govermmental Council and,

in particalar, through the rcle of an Anglo.lrish
Parliamentary Institution in which Rorthern Ireland
repregentatives participate. The fundamental
objective of Govermment policy remainsg the schieve.
et of a nited Iraland by peacefuyl political means,.(62)

600 Garret Vi%ﬁ!‘l'i. LIQURT S 2 SN [P L &2 54 LT £ 8C ¢
cNRraceg g NCAE VIOW W vm ) 4 8§61 D
Ds ONR RaTaBa BRAL10, Suniay, Seoterber 27, 1981 (Gowvernment
Information services, Nublir, 19681),

61, T™he Tines, 20 January 1982,
620 of
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Due to thoe lack of majority suppcrt in the Nail, Charles
Haughey, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Ireland had
ts seck re.slection after s no.confidence motion was passed
sgainst him in Novenber 1982, There was 8l30 8 general feeling
in Irelend that a tougher line vhich Hauchey had adopted,
could only worscn the aitustion and further Jdamage the rela.
tions between the Rorth and the south, However, Charles
Haughey loat by #ix wtas, lie gsucceede in getting only 80
seats out of the 166 secats in the Jail ("iamne Fail, 75;
Horkers Party, 27 Indepencdent, 3). Therefore, FitaGeralad
and 2ick dpring, fron Fine Gael and lLalour, respectively
agread to form a coalition government with a strength of 86
members in the Hail.

Nevertheless, the Znglo.irish relations and Ulster
problen, remained important slection issues in Ireland, It
is remcorkable alaso that ‘luring the recent slection cespaign
in 1982, doth the major party leeders, Charles Haugheoy (Fiame
Fail) and Garret rfituCerald (Fine Gael) accused esch other
of playing into the hands of Britain. Vhile ding a0, Charles
Haughey referred to the ‘famous lunch betwoen Garret Fite@ereld
and the Duke of Norfolk'S3 where ritzCerald had said that
James rrior'‘s proposels were 8 "wonderful step fomra".“
Un the other hemnd ritusGerald accused Charles Haughey of
*adopting the tactics of the big lie” and mounting a campeign

63, Duke of torfolk (tho Seventeenth Duke), had been head
of Pritish intelligence at the Ministry of De ence in
wondon for some time,

64. The Times, 20 lovember 1982,
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of "personul vilificetion" against hin.83 He also suid thet
the matter dfacussed hets)em him and Duke was ‘the disqualifi.
cation of Seamus Mallon, Deputy r.eader of the 301’ from taking
hia sest in the Assembly' because of hia membership in the
Republic's SQneta.“ Rowever, the main 3ig utes between the
twoy leeders were over an *all Ireland anti.termriat police
force', and ?an ell Ireland Quurt’, vhich was propsed by
rituGerald, but it was rajecte? by Heuchevy.

The new Govermment of Garret TitzGerald with the Ilakour
Party’s aupport has assumed power on 14 December 1982, The
new coalition Governnent hes emphastised on lorthern Ireland
policy that it recoghized "the aspiration tov the unity of
the people and texritory of the island mudt be achieved only
in peace and with the consent of a majority in both parts of
the 1alanda*.57 It also bolieved that the "establishment of
effective dewlwved politicel inatitutions in *orthern Ireland® |
with perticipation of both communities there and "full recogni.
tion of the Irish idantity of the Matiocnalist section® of the
population there, on par with existing recognition of the
“British/Irish fiantity of the ‘Mmionist section of the popu.
letion" was an urgent noed.58

It §s yet to bs seen wvhether Garret FitzGerald would

like t© launch his second ‘crusade' as he had launched at the

65. Ibid.

66. Ibid., 22 Novermber 1982,

67. Irish Timag, 13 December 1982,
68. Ibids
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and of 1981, to meake the cowntry a ‘genuine Republict, On
the whole the genesis of the lorthern Irelen? problem can be
traced to the pertition of Ireland wmmder the Act of 1920,
The Ylater problem vhich remained a thorney problem in the
Anglo=Irish relstions almo affected adversely stability and
the law an:l order situstion in th the nited Kingdom ans
the Republic of Irelpnd., Yor instance, the signing of the
Anglo=lrish Treaty of 6 Decenber 1921 led to the *Civil Wer!
(1922..23) in Ireland. However, from the very beginning,
this treaty wvas opposed by the Fiamns Feil for it was consi.
Aered that it would lead ¢to the sundering of Ireland . something
which it was fighting to awids The dominance by one party
for nearly fifty yesrs in 'orthern Irelend, had alianated
the Catholic community there. Protestants also beliaved

in one party rule and its dominence over the rinority commu.
nity. This spproach had weakened the relationship betwoen
the north and the south, Though, certain conciliastory soves
vere made by Terance O'Neill, the Liberal uUnionist Prime
Mindater of !orthern Ireland, through exchange of viasits
with Jeen Lemass, the Irish srime Minister, the conciliatory
appr.ach was graduRlly disintegrated after the *Civil Rights®

march of 1 January 1969,

doon after, the rRepublic of Ireland took up the matter
to the nmited Nations, and thus, the problem gained inter.
national attantion., After the riot o7 August 1969, the

forthern Irelsand problem was tranaformed into a triangular
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one inwlving the two parts of 1r§1and and Britein. Though,
John Lynch's Fiama Fail Party wvas prepared ¢to take adwvantace
by sending Irish Army acroas the border, the end of 1970
witnessed social and economic co-operation betweem the north
snd the south through the ‘functional co.cperation' which
was Dagically Sean Lemass jpolicy. The idea behind fumctional
co-operation was o reduce the growing tension between the
north and the south,

Howewver, the introduction of ‘fntermment! wag a setbhack
in the north.gouth relations in genersl and anglo.lrish in
particular. The introduction of internment also marked the
ond of the conciliatory policy between Dublin and Belfast.
The idea of functional co.operation was also shelwved., The
efforts of the Irish Government to internationalise this
problen was partly regponsible tc the introduction of ‘Direct
Rule' 4n lvorpthern Ireland in March 1972, Though, the imposition
of direct rule was welcomed by Fiama Fafl, they contimued

call for a united lreland,

™he yesr 1973 saw & noteble change f{n the attitude of
Irelsnd towarda the problem of Yorthern Ireland, The twvo
noteble changes of this year were: (a)} the ides of creeting
8 povwer-sharing governpent in Northern Irelsndy; and (b) the
idea of the formation of a 'Council of Irelendt!, ag per the
Sunringdale Agrearent of December 1973. The power.gharing
‘Executive' witneussed the erd of one party rule in rorthemm
Ireland, But, the 'Council of Irelend' vhich wvas bo\ incluce



140

thirty members each fyon Dail and Morthern Irelsnd Assembly
was basically meent to improve relations between the north
and the south, esgpecially an the sconomic sphere. Thus, the
policy of Irelrnd in 1973 was t© enphesgise on 'reconcilietion’
rether than 'unity's. They had realised that the progeas of
mity could be only a gradual one an needed s gtep by step
apprvach., It was elgc assured by the Irish Government that
thewe would be no change in the status of Fortherm Ireland
unless i1t waa “esired by the majority of Forthem Ireland.
However, & setback to the process was th:t the sunningdale
Mreahent vag never ratified. In the meantime, the oppesition
perty im Ireland elao started to step up pressures for the
vithdrawval of British forces from Northerm Ireland,

After bucoming the Prime Minister of Irelsnd once sgain
in June 1977, Joln Lynch put forth the deman<d for the Britigh
wteharml from orthern ireland an? for the end of intervrent.
Though, he fawured a power.shering Executive in Northem
Ireland, in which hoth the mipority and mejority could
wmrticipate, priority wes given to the ‘unification of
Ireland® through penceful means, Heavy criticism for making
orogs.border egreemants with Britain led him ¢o step down in
July 1979, Lyrch \nc' replated by Charles J. Haugthey, ® hard
core politicien, vhose jolicy brouwght sharp reaction from the
loyalists. The Irish Governnent believed that sny problem
which i3 discus el uniluterally 4a Jeemed ¢ be & failure.
Though, Fienna Fail condemed the means of violence adouted
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by the provisionals, it could not 4isown the cause they adw.
cate - the remification of Ireland, The simple reason behind
this wvaa the fact that Fianne Fail wag the political heir of

Bmon de Valers and those who opposed the Anglo.lrish treaty
of 1921,

The Coalition Covernment which had opposed the 1des of
sn independent lorthern Iveland, once agsin came t© povers
The Coalition Government of FitaGersld was convinced that
the launching of & ‘crusade’ would lead & & new Ireland,
They, however, believed that unity could only bs achieved
gmdually. Before the cruseds was lsunched, Haughey was beck
to power in February 1982. During his tenure, Anglo-Irish
relations deteriorasted . especially during Faulkland wer and
vhen James Prior proposed an Assexbly Election in Qotober

1982 in a White Paper fssued in April 1982 which ormited
the "Irish Dimension®,

The Anglo-lrish relationg suffered another set back
wvhen Ireland opposed EEC's eccmomic sanctions against Argentine
during the ~alkland war. But that vas not the only factor
which caused a further decline in their relations. T7The
issues related to the creation of the Anglo-Irish govermmental
council was not even discussed at the inter parliamentary
level., This Council which was created by British and Ireland
in November 1981 was designed to be a permansnt oAy with three
tiers. However, of these three tiers only the lowver two were

brought into existence., Logically speaking this Council should
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have had becorme the venguerd of reconciliation. The Cpposition
leacder, Garret Fitx:ersld had avid that he would press for

the 'Councilt & be given itg politicel tier wvhen the Irish
Parliament returns in octoher 1982,

It 1s tO bhe seen how far the coaslition Covernment of
Fitzterald and Dick spring which has come t© power in the
election of Novembar 1982, succeed in putting forth the demand
for the 'Council' and neking & 'new Ireland's In this context
wvhat yprecise role the Labour Farty in the coalition Government
in Ireland 135 coing to adopt 1a untertaines Thongh the lLabour
Party would have greater influence on policy mking, it would
elso have to bear the burien of an unpopuler sdmir istration,
Neverthcleass, the need for Labour support would curteil
ritzGeralds manceuvrability.



Chapter V

The foregoing analysis shows that Northern Ireland
pPos«s a major problem for Britain. Ita ill.effects permsate
the very fabric of 1life in Northern Ireland, and, ¢ a
lesser extent, 1life in the ''nited Kingdom as well. Repeated
British initiatives, at timas in agreement with the Iriash

Republic also, to tackle this problexm have remained unsuccess.
ful.

The problem of Northern Irelend is not of recent
origin. One can see its origin in the Govermment of Ireland
Act of 1920 and the Irigh Free 3tate Act of 1922 which
separeted Northern Ireland fyom the rest of Ireland and
kept it as part of the nited Kingdom. The province came
into existence in 1921 with a separate Northern Ireland
Parlisment, and, since then, it enjoyed considerable auto.

nomy in adminigtering its internal affairs.

It may be seen that the crux of the problem of torthemn
_Itchnd is the religious antagonism of two groups of
Christisns -~ Catholics who want the unification of Northern
Ireland with the Republic of Ireland and the Protestants
wvho wants the province t© remain &s part of the United
Kingdom, Therefore, historicslly, the two political trati.
tions in Northern Ireland .. natiorelist or “Republicen”

and Unionist or ‘'ioysliat’ we have thedir roots in religion,
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Notably, since the very inception of a separate Parlis.
ment in Northemm Ireland in 1921, it has been indor the
control of the Unionists, dominated by the Protestants.

In fact, it wvas an ineviteble situstion aince the Protestants
outnurbered the Catholics in the Province in a 231 retio.
More over, tho entire system of the Govermment mechinery
vas appeared 0 be set up in such 2 way that the Catholic
mincrity had only a marginel role t© play in the sdminis.
tration of the Province. This situation got stabilised
fonéw:nq the abolition of the ‘Proportionsl Representation'
system in 1929 and the adption of the 'business premisest
weting syatem by which the Protestants got extra wting
righte At the sane time little progress has been mede
towvards the sstablislment of the ‘Council of Ireland?,
composed of twenty members drawm from esch parlisment,
mooted in the Act of 1920, As a yesult, for about fifey

vears ¢to the Unfonists stayed in power, uninterrupted in
Northern Ireland,

The grievances of the Catholic min rity sceunulated
over the years ‘ouwnd their expression in the formation of
the Civil Rights Assccisntion in 1967, From a sodsst begimning
as & gmall anti.unfonist nmiddle class pregsure group, Civil
Rights Asscciation grew into a mass movement. It organi gsed
several public protests and marches in Northem Yreland
from Auguet 1968 to August 1969, And, thus, the Civil
Rights Movement of the Catholic minority in Northem Ireland
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and the counter messures adopted by the ‘Mmionists against

it had unfolded of 8 new explosive situastion in the Province.

The increasirg strength of the Civil Rightg Movement
ancd the riots of 1960 evoked quick reection in Londone.
Apprehending that the ricts might lead tv a ‘civil war!
situation in the Province, Britain quickly despatcheqd
troops to Morthern Ireland to quell the riots. However,
the troops were not quite successful in their missian and
the situstion took a turn for the worse. Sensing escalstion
of tenaion the Conservetive Govermment of Britasn in March
1972, brought the adminiastration of the Province under
‘Direct Rule' from Westninster. To mollify the feelings
of the Catholics, the British Parlisment peagsed the Northern
Irelend Constitution Act of 1973. This Act provided for
the creation of a pover-gharing government for Northern
Ireland that was to be formad out of a 78 mexber Assembly
to be elected by Proportional Represontation., But the
solution turned cut to© be & short.lived one. Just five
months after the power.sharing governmant was formed on
1 January 1974, it collapsed under the veight of a mess
"royalist” strike. Ais & result, the Province wes brought
back under the 'Jirect Rule'. The Labour Government's
inftiative in Kay 1975 ¢ solve the problem through a
Conatitutional Convention also did not yield sany resgult.
sirvilar was the fate o the initiative the Britiush Government

had taken in Nowvember 1977 to provide a "‘remework for a
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form of dewolution for Northerr Ireland. When the Conser.
vative Government care to power in 1979, Humphrey Atkins,
the secretary of state ‘or tortherm Ireland, hel? a
conferance of four main political parties of the Province
in Januvary 1980. The purpos< of the Conference was ¢o find
out ways an means to transfer power from Westminster to
locally elected repyesentatives. This effort alao failed,

AS a2 result, the 'Oirect Rule' in Northern Ireland continued.

Therefore, 1t 4s clear that since the introduction of
the 'ODirect Rule'!, succeseive governments in the nited
Kingdom had made serious efforts to prorote agreement among
the political partiosg in Northern iIrelend in order to enable
the formstion of & government which would be acceptable to
the majorxr cormunities in the Province. The latest initiative
from the British Governmert was to estadblish an Asdembly
for orthern Ireland in wh:ch loth the mejority and the
rinority could participate. Though the Asserbly hag agsuned
Tunctioning after an election on 20 October, 1982, the
oycott of the new Assembly by the two Cstholic “ominasted
politicel parties —. iLe and dinn Fedn .. has made its

prospocts 4im,

The sttitude 0¢ the political parties in Northern
Irelend, and Britain as well, towarilas this prmhlem has beon
remarksble. The first notable chenge cccurred in the
Unionist Party itself in 1969, The 'reformation programre’,
which wes introduced in 1968, les a split in the mionistas.
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Tho se who opposed this programme (William Creig and Reve.

Ien Paiusley) were labelled as extremists and those who
favwured {tg fmplamentation ( Teraence O'Neill and Chichegter
Clark) were celled liberals. The delay in its irplementation
@ourred violence in Northemn Irelsnd, 'ewvertheless, the

IRA, Wwhich aplit in late 1969 into tw Wings —- ‘Proviaionals’
and 'Gfficiels’, ook sn ective pert sin violernce.

The detericreting situation in Northern Ireland led
t: the fmpvaition of ‘Oirect Rule' from Yegtmindter. This
cauged dacontertment among the Unionist and the ‘Ioyelists’
in lorthermn Ireland, They feared that the ftmposttion of
Nirect Rule may lead to the unif‘ication of Ireland, On the
other hand the Catholica in Northern Ireland weare happy
at the fall of the Tnionists from power after nearly fifty
years of rule. They alaso hoped that Storront w:uld never
again be revived, Thus, it gave £ull support t the impogi.
tion of 'Direct Rule'. The major politicel parties in
Britain heve ampted, by snd lerge, a8 consensus approsch
towards the problem of Korthem Irelend., They abhorred
violence and wanted a peaceful solution on the basis of the
wishes of the local population. As &8 viable solution they
fav. . wed a fover.gharing Executive for Northern Ireland where
the majority and the minority could take part in the sdminia.
trstion. They aleo followed an agreed approach in dealing
tegrorism and violence unleashed by the Provisionsl IRA and

osther extrerdst olane-nts in the “rovince snd Adecided not ¢o
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succurd to their violent pressure tactics. This attitude
haus been hardened after the IRA escalated its violence t
| the mainland of Britain and mmde well.known personslities
like iord Mountbstten their victims.

In any stuly on lortherr Ireland, the attitude of the
Republic of Ireland assumes special significence, The
Government of Ireland toock sctive interest in the problem
folloving tlie serious riota which took place in 1969 in
torthern Irelend, Its initial atterpt was to interncticnalise
the problem by miging it in the nited Nationg and also by
reiuesting the organisation 0 send peacekeeping forces &
lorthem Irelend. Being a Caotholic ruled stete, Irelandt's
syrpathy was with the Catholic minority in Rorthern Irelend
and its aspiyations t join the Republic, It a8 interesting
o note that prior to the 1969 riots, the Irish Government's
relationship wvith Northern Ireland was baged on ‘functionsl
co-oparationt. But, this functioral co.oper-tion policy of
the Republic of Ireland was shelved until 1970.

When violence errupted once again in Northern Irelans?
in 1971, followed by the introduction of intemment in August
1971, the Govermment of Irxelend made it clesr that it would
not interfere in the af ‘airs of Northerm Ireland. Basides,
it also dencunced violence snd terr.rism which were going
on in the Pruvince, Nevertheless, Dublin took a serious

note o7 the introduction of internment gince it feared that
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the introduction of intemment would do harm t© the minority
cormunity &n Northern lrelend, However, the Republic of
Ireland corntinued its call for s united Ireland and velcomed
the irposition of 'Direct Rule', vhen the coslition govern.
mant of yine Gael an:! Labcur Perty came to power on 14 March
1973, At the tripertite talks held at sumirgisle in
Decarber 1973, the 'Irish ‘'mension' of the prodblem was
recogniged eni for the firat time an agreement wes rveasched
on the establishmont of a ‘Council of Ireland', with the
main objective &t imur:ve relations between the north ardé
the ascuth, particulerly in the ecoromic sphere, It was
envisaged ®w include 30 members esch “rom the Dasil and
lorthern ireland Agsembly. But unfortunately the *‘Council
of Ireland’ never aame into existence, The coalition
Goverment of ‘ine Ggel and lLebour Party gave grrater
erphasia on ‘reconcilistion® rether than 'unity’, altho.gh
‘unity® was also equally importent for them. They believed

that unity could be achieved only through a step by step
approache

Under the Premiership of Charles Haughey, who bacame
Prime Minister in 1979, the Republic of Ireland's attitude
towards Northern Irelend had undergone notable chenge. His
Gavernment emphasised that there could be no unilaterel
solution for the problem of Northern Ireland., But the
coalition governrment, which assumed of fice in July 1981,
believed that the pxoblem of liortherm Ireland could be aclved



150

thrcugh reconcilietion. However, it is wortiwhile to mote
that oth the major parties of the Republic of Ireland
condemn violence and believes that only a united Ireland
can bring perce t Ireland,

Perhaps, the change of govermment in Ireland in
December 1982 following the general elections, and the
formation of & new Fine Geel .. Labour Coalition Goverrment
und2r the leadership of Garret ritmGerald could merk & new
phase in the relationship between Ireland end Britain and
alao betwean the two parts of Ireland, As & known opponent
of terrorism, Fit:Gerald's assuwption as Prime Minister
might result in greeter and more meaningful cooperetion
between London and Dublin to combat terroriam in Morthern
Ireland and also ™ find a peaceful solution t© the problen.

Some Unionist politiciens like Rev. Yan Paisley and
John Taylor hawve aspoken also in favour of an ‘Indepenlent
Forthern Ireland’ as a solution, But, the provisional IRA
has made it clear that it wvas totally opposed to an independent
Northern Ireland., And apart from the Provisionals, many
moderate Irishmen might also oppose the establighment of any
Protestant dominated independent Xorthern Ireland, free from
Britaint's modersting influentce.

3ince the British Government has taken the baasic
position that there could be no change of borders in Northern
Ireland without the consgent of the majority in the Province,
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a line asuuported by Ireland too, and since the Provisional
Izn, knowing fully well thast the majority would not consent
it, has wwed © force the merger of torth with the douth
through termrist metho:ls, this problem is likely to remain
a8 major challenge to the skills of Britisgh statesmen for
quite some time,



2Appepdix X
General Elections in Northern Ireland, 1921e69

Date Unionist 1Inde Lib. lab. 1Ind. lat. Eire lab. simn Fein Yor arntd
Tnioniat Rep,. Leb. absten. Union Parti tion

30Ce Lab. tion

Ind, Lab.
24 Ney 1921 40 - - - - 6 - 6 40 12
28 April 1925 33 3 - 3 1 10 - 2 40 12
22 May 1929 37 3 - 1 - 10 - 1 41 11
3¢ wov.1933 36 2 - 2 1 9 - 2 41 11
9 Feb, 1938 39 3 - 1 - 8 i - 43 9
14 June 1945 33 2 - 2 3 9 3 - 40 12
14 Feb.1949 7 2 - - 2 9 2 - 41 11
22 Oct.1953 38 1 - - 1 7 3 2 40 12
20 March'S8 37 - - 4 1 8 2 - 42 10
31 May 1962 34 - 1 4 1 S 3 - 40 12
25 Mov.1965 ¥ - 1 2 2 9 2 - 41 11
24 Fab,1969 36 3 - 2 3 6 2 - 40 12

3carces David Butler and Anne Sloman, Britigh roliticsl Fracts, 1900-1975 (London, 1973),
Pe 353.
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Loc:l 5:” Pcpul ation fensus 1954 Population Council Housing built Housing Housing
Authority A11 Total Total Agult Adult Census 1566 Rzcresen- since 1.5.1944 Aporoved by being
Pezsona HR.C. Othars R.C. Others (Religinn not tation as by local auvtho- 32.9.1968 built
Recor==- on %3,9.68 rities and but not at
Total Acults NMon~ Unio- Northern Ire- yet 30.9.1968
Union- nists lanc Housing Started
ists Trust as at
30.5.1968
Armagh 10,062 5,881 4,881 3,139 2,798 10,977 6,185 8 12 1,334 o 77
Dun-:anon 6,511 3,276 3,235 1.845 2,041 7,335 4,276 7 14 S501 v} 20
U.D.C. )
Dunganon 25,773 13,393 12,320 7.329 7,476 26,080 14,820 6 13 1,277 115 32
R-D-C. (Plus 3
co-opted
members)
-«
Fermacagh 51,531 27,8442 24,109 15,884 15,222 45,886 29,910 17 33 2,176 208 109
Ca. Council {Plus 2
co-opt=d
membsrs)
Londandearry ;
Co.Borough 53,752 236,073 17,689 18,432 11,340 55,6594 33,106 8 12 3,887 66 213
Nawzy UDC 12,423 13,414 2,015 5,843 1,354 12,208 7,007 12 6 1,855 104 126
i';gg 8,105 4,960 3,149 2,605 1,949 5,989 5,572 9 12 857 45 19

Source:

Cmnda. 532 (1969),

Pe 57.
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Brian ¥Faulkner,
‘John Anlrews,
lord Grevy,
Herbie Xirk,
John Brooke,
tat Minford,
villien lOong,
Basil McIwr,
Basil Kelly,

34r Harold Black,
Willism Fitzsirm:nas,

Robin Bailie,
Harry Vest,
Roy Bradford,

CeBe lewe,

Ken Bloorf feld,

Prirme Minister

Deputy Prime }Minister

Gowerrnor

Minister of rinance

Minister of State at rinance
Minister of stote at Neveloyment
FHinfgter of £ducetion

Miniater of Conmunity Relrtions
Attorney.General

Secretary of the Cabinet and
Clerk of the Privy Council

¥intster of Heanlth and social
Services

Minister of Commerce
Miniater of Agriculture
Miri ater of Development

Minister of Jtate {Prime Minister's
Oifdce)

Deputy secretary to the Cabinet

sources Drian Fasulkner, ed,, Menoirg of & jtatesvan
{ London, 1978), Pes 299,
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{Colonel) Edwerd James Ssunderson, 1886..1906.

Right Honourable Yalter H. long, 1906-.1910.
(ereated Viscount Long of Waraxall, 1921)

Sir tdward Cargon, 19101921,
(created Lord Carson of Duncairn, 1921)

*34r Jeres Ctlic, 1921-.1940,
(created Viscount Craigavon of 3Stormont, 1926)

* John Miller Andrews, 1940.1943.

* Sir Basil Brooke, 1943..1963,
(created Viscount Brookeborvugh, 19%52)

* (Captinin) Terence ('Neill, 1963.1969,
({created Lord O'Zeill of the Maine, 1970)

* Major James Dewson Chichester Clark, 1969-.1971.
(created Vigoount Moyola, 1971)

* Arthur Brian Dean Faulkner, 1971.1972,

sources John ¥, Harbingon,
. '. Lo Ad 3 e,8 )
de 00,

PPe
* Northern Ireland Prime Ministers from 1921.1972,

REant And

) 97‘) .
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Tom Conety

5eEe Gibaon

erof, Ve Gib"ﬂ

(rmen Kenhedy

34r Robin Kinahan

Mrae. Ada Malone

Buasinessran ant Chairman of the Central
Citizensg Defaence Cormittee,

Pagt President of the 'Nlgter Farmera* 'mion,

Hrofesicr of Veonomics, Yew University
of Ulster, Coleraine, v, lorddnderry,.

Chajgrman of the Northern Ireland Cormittee
of the Irish Congress of Trade 'nions.

Banker anid vice-Pregident of the Confede.
ration of British Industry, a former Lord
Yayor of Belfast,

Headmistyress of ™mniskillen Colleaiate
shool for Girls.

r4ga gheelagh Murnaqglians Barrister and former H» foy Lueen's

Johns hicholl

Jamea s'liarey

ReBe “rice

Rede ROlagton

SOUreBs

Richard f)thst:h and Vivien baqov'an. loxthe

(Ba fast.

Iniversity, Belfast.

Chairmen of the lorth.liest psnel of the
Locel Fnterprise Development 'nit and
Vice.Chatrmn of Derry County Council,

s501licitor and menber of the Housing
xecutive, ‘ormer member cf tiorthern .
Irelend Fouaing Truat and a member of the
Council of the Law Society fop Northerm
ireland,

rresident of the Association of Local
Authorities of Yorthern Ircland,.

rresident 0f the lorthern Irelan? Regional
Council of the Confederation of British
In-ustry and a member of the Police Autho.
rity of dorthern Ireland,

7o 4), De
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Hon Brian Faulkner

Gersrd Tite

Oliver J bMapfer

John Lawson Baxter

Hon ROy H Eradford

J Austin Currie

FPatrick J Devliin

John Hume

Hon Herbert V Kirk
Hon v Bagil McIvor

Leslie J Morrell

he Mmindstretion

The Administrastion comprised the 11 merbers of the

Chief Miniater {Uniondst;

Deputy Chief Miniater { social
Jemocratic snd Ialour Party)

Logel Minister and Read of

the (ffice of Lav Reform

{ Allience)

rinister of Informmtion (Inionist)

Mintater of the Envirmnment
{ Iniontat)

tiini ster of Houaing, Local
Governnent and Plamming ( socisl
Derocretic and Tavour Party)
Minister of Health ard Social
Services {(acciel Nemocratic and
[abour Party)

™4iniater of Comerce ( Jocisl
Derocratio and Lalbour Party)

Minister of Tinante (Unionist)
rinister of Educetion ( /nioniat)
Minfster of Agriculture ('mionist)

sacutive plus the following:

r Iven Cooper

r Robert G Cooper

Minister of Cormmrunity Relations
( scocial Derocratic and Labour
Party)

Vin{ ster of Manpower Services
(Allience)
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Major Lloyd Hall Thompson Chief Wwhip (Unionist)
Mr riwvard Kevin keCrady Minister of Plamminc and
_ Gordination {docisl Herccratie
ard Lebour Party)

Mr Basil Glaas Duputy chief Yhip (Alliance)

Souross Richard Deutsch end Vivi son
Q68 : ; g
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Patrick Donegan
Jeres Tully
Richie Ryan
Mark Clinton

Garret FitiGerald
Michael J'Loary
Tom OfDomnell

Conor Crulise U*'Brien

Justin Keuting
Pater Barry

Richard Burke
ratrick Coonay

Declan Costello

Prime Minjater (Fine Geael)
Deputy “rime Minister and Miniaster

for lealth and social Welfare
( Labour) _

Defence (Tine Gael)

Local Govermmant ( L.alour)
rinance {(rine Cael)

Mriculture and Figheries
(rine Gael;

Foreign Affefirs (Vine Gaasl)
Labour ( Lebour)

Irish Lenguage speaking Areas
{ Fine Gael)

Posts ard Telegraphs, inclading
RTE (lebour)

Industry and Cormerce (Labour)
Trersport end rover (Fine Geel)
rducetion (Fine Geel)

Justice (¥ine Gael)

Attorney General (Fine Gael)

dources hatd Deutsch and Vivien M
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Tlater Vanguard, the NDemocratic nioniat Party end the

Officiel Unionist Party (enti sunningdale, led by Mr.
Harry West Adi.) fought the elections under the banrer of

a8 coelition: The nited Ulater Mmionist Council (1IIC).

*W{lliam Creig
*John Cars:n
*Rev Robert Predford
James Molyneaux
*iarold McCusker
*Jaln Dunlop
James Kilfedder
Captain Lr> Orxr
Rev Ian Paisley
*Harry wWest
*willdam Ross

Cerard Titt

East Belfost, TI'XC
Yorth Belfest, I\
Jouth Belfast, 'T'rre
South Antrim, UTUC
Armagh, U
Mid.Ulster, URIC
orth Down, e
Jouth Down, TIXC
North Antrir, 'Innme
Formanagh and South Tyrcne, UFIC
1onilonderry, ‘TNIC

¥Weat Pelfagt, 3IOLP

* New member at Westminster,
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UK, HeMedeCo, mg_mmﬁmmummi_gmm
2iasyssion Green Paper), 1972.

L J
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Onnd. 8541( 1982).

(c) Heroixa
Callaghan, Jamas,

Faulkner, Brian, ©d., Meroirs of & jtetegmsp (london, 1978).
Haudling, Regineld, Merpirs (Iondom, 1978),

O'Neill, Teremce, lUlpter At the Crosargadg (London, 1969).

i4l1son, Harold,

(d) seeechey opd Statementy, eic.

Andrews, Dovid,

Collins, Gerard,
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