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•1'he c.r:.t.ete. of the Afrf.caft Revolution 
la 110t a cd.als of gtoWth# bUt melnly 
a crie:J.s of tnowlqca. In too me.ny 
casee the strt10ftk tor llberat.lon end 
our plan~ for the tutw:e are net only 
without a ~eoret:ical base bu'f: ate also 
more or 1esa Clit off ftOm the concrete 
situation 1o wbicb we are work!nga. l 

The ebOve stat.ament,. of Atd.lear Cabral goes beyon4 lts 

~ate context. lt. pointe to a qeneral1aei! 'theon

tkel crisis etflietlng the pre.sent. day Muxtt.ttn. T.hfJ 

echoes of thle cr:.t.sla are to be heard M'en more clearly 

among t.he oeholets 1nvolV*t J.n 'theoret.loal work on tblrd 

worl4 countries. Since the publleetlon of A.o. i'hl'lk' s 

pioneeeing work ttr;aptte11.em end Vn4eftlevelopmen.t in Lat.1n 

America• ~ the consequent enthusiel!lm ~e new pare419D 

q,enerated ... ~ studies on third worl4 heve atagnet.ed: in 

• theoretical moraae ena lt seeme pat:ae!Jigmat.ic ntenerche 

bee beetl reacbe4. ln this context., there ls a c:&T1ft9 

n.ed for palns1utld.ng ~luctioft of fPd.st1n9 theories. 

The need is ever more urgent einclt. as Cabral p1tbUy 

wrote., •our plans tor tbe future ••• without a theOrftt• 

cal base*'• The Revoluttonuy priJlctiee io va1t.1n; far a 

th_,z-ettcel revolution. 

The •wodd.ng clue • 1ft the or:thocSt.uc MaJ:xlst 

•ch_. was asaignect the ••aien1c ml• of haa:'blnger of 

• worldwide h"'IluUon., end ultimately the cluslua 

.oeietv1 ort.hedox Marxism baa. as usual 1tl cese of all 



~'•• etuclt to the 11fe1es• shell of the o&"lq.lnal 

propos! tlone even When the vital eubstance has beell 

dt:alt.ted away. Tt. point. l8 not wbftber, e pa.rU.culu 

o.rtl\o40xy tJtuck to the original fO·cmuletkms ltleCbeftlcally, 

but that. all ort'hodoxtes tend to perpe.tuate tbe eon4tttons 

of ttt.1.-r origin. Thle tate 'has been Ghered equally bJ the 

• seaon4 1ntematt.onal",., or leter ln t.he • Stldln1st dogma • 

or, 110st. recen.t.ly, by the •depenttenoy ecboo1' • lt. .ts e 

mode of knowledge which .Lt.aoto Co11etti2 polfttt!d out u 

'apriorist.ic* an4 fuQ4anefttally un&.a1ect1ca1. 

The theoreticol statue of wor1d.ng claas 1ft ·t!be 

schema of soc&e1 cbenge bae bfHm meny eimes called to 

ques~n not only l:n th1J:d wot"14 countries bUt also in 

edvm'lCed cepital!et. ec>untr1es. But. thictl wo~ld fee•• 

pJ:Oblems which ue peculler end t.hua the· questioning has 

J:»een far more vigorous, The most imPortant of ~. pr:ob

lams ts the numerical :ln$:lgn1£icance of •worlclng e.l.e.ss • 

1n 'the pre®minen~ly agricult-ural countries of tbitd 

worw. Bven if we 40 not acct!ij)t. the traditional 4ef1• 

ni tion of wo~tng class as only the facto.r:y-'baaed orva

n!ae! pD)let.eriat, still thO QUeDt.ton of nu.-nber raises 

e.n Attpo~aat probl•• 2b1s 'has led to many revolutionary 

tneoret1c1ena looklng to othex- sociel clesces to be h~ 

binver of aoale.l IWVOlution in thlr:6 wot-14 countrlea 

(for exe:nple11 Meo end freta eenon). Yet. the problem of 

nurnerlcal prepo1'14entnce 1S only & relet.ive one. Since 



"' 
~he first traly prolete.rS.4Ul revoluUon that of Russia 

was wage(l lJ.Y a 1110.C'ldng class which wu fer lne s1on1• 

fleent. to ~r tban many present. dey wockinO cleas of 

third world countdtua. Thu the questJ.on 4ir:eot1y leute 

ue to seek uswer 1ft &he acetal fosmat:lon Ill wbieb woc'k

in9 class is pl.aced. lt.a ability to gener.ate social 

change la crucially dependent on 1ta relatJ.ve !Jtftftgth 

Ot weekrless V.$.,8•&-V£8 Other COftt.endltlg C18.fi8GS• 

11\e pccul1ar1Ues. of third world aoc1al fo:mat~ 

1s ~ue the point of departure of our studY• Th• most 

,important 6$pect of third worl4 social formation 1s the 

profoun\i impr:4tss of co!on1a1l.st~tr. X.n • eenett. tbe modern 

world.ftg class ln third world countries came iltto 'being 

J.ft the colonial ere, in the epoch of morropoly c~ite1. 

ftwe our at.U<lf deale wit.h the epocbel. eignificeDce of 

fo.tmat.km of working class in a co1on.te.l context. 

Speclf1c1ties of formation have often lin;em like 

b1rth mukS ln th.e structure of world.ft9 class. The 

problems., the st..ruoture of workin:g cleas retses, has been 

dealt. next in O\U" ei!udy. These pr;oblems r&n9ln9 f:om 

hehl'Ogenett.y of third wor:ld work!.ng class to the veq 

defln1t1oa of working cl.ua hes been olerifie4,. ln 1:h1e, 

the ·need tot n~ analytical tools to e.xplaift wcu;·ktng etas• 

1n third world countries have 1:1reen emptu~.td,sed-. 

Fi.no1ly, we have S'tud1e4 the nature of post-colonial 

state end lts reletion with the tr40rking elua in t.h1ftl 



world countries. file conee.pt:. of 'nletlve-autonomy• 

of tme ;ost-colontel state has bfHrm: use4 t:e. anpht\ll1t:e 

the J.deolog1cel hegemony the stat.e uei'Of.Se$ over the 

work1J19 cleaa. The ult.imat.tt gt)(\l of Wl)rkJ.ng: c1u• 

revoluti.on iD to e~ture stat.e poweJ<. lt 1a: SUt:p!'Setno 

t.het little bas come from Neratst soholere. 11h!cb ·eveft 

raise the qUe&Uon of 14eologica1 end etJ"ateotc dom.t

nati<m of M.et.e, 1ta various dpects Mn1eehJ.ng '" J.nex

trtcably 1n the ongoing class etrug~le. 

Thi:'Oughout OUI' st.udy, Out' effort has beerl not. to 

find a blueprint or . ...., en al..l•pervu1v. ena1y1!1ca1 

model to explain end PJ:OOD:Ot1eate t.h• develo~ of 

world.ng clua in t.bltd wo.:ld: cou.ntrl.ee. lnsteat:t. wherever 

po&s1ble we heve generalt•ea fmm 4lffer:ent specific 

instances, and tried to ~at.M tboal!l generalieatt.ona in 

tbeont1cel t.erma. Out effort ttnta has beeft.. prlnluf.ly 

t.owams e .n•evaluetton of existing thtlorieo, rether-

thd tO deltnen. a new pe.:r:acSlgm. St!ll we felt. thet 

1 t vas betttu to have asked queet1ona where we haW 

founa no elear-cut answers, ~- not to have asked ~hem 

at. all. 







A spectre of ln<:e#tf.twle la 1\e.Unt!nq the poUtlcal 

ecS.entJ.m:.e. world.ng oD t.hlri ~rld countries because of 

COl'l\Plexi:tiee of phen.omcmn and the ®thodolog1eal 1nad.equa

e1ea. our pu.rposf! .ls to :eatse tbeore'tic::a1 prob1fl'ft$ .r:egarc!• 

ing the coneeptualtaetJ.on of wo~ dless in thl= wor:14 

countries• 1 :tn e. tmt$.11 undert.ald.ng 1lke thltlt det.dled 

anelys1e is t:ende~ impoasib... Aft et!t.enpt. I.e ma.d.e to 

t.'"lr:ow light. on eome ~ental ptolllems In the· pmcess of 

touching the contou.t's of the t.opk• 

Lt.bet>al sconom1st.s. 4evelopnenta1 theorists. 8114 

~a1olog1nts be.ve t!fnPloyed concepts 1t'ke •evolutionaq 

growth of economy•, <U.screte poladt!ratitm of •ue&tJ.on' 

and •mode.mity• ~ 'labour comm1t.nten't •· tequat1on bet.ween 

workers end management. .and vn:n:h.ers vis-&-vio machines) to 

W'Xlerstand t.b$ comp'- te~11.ties of thtD! world oountrteEhi 

The l>eclat&rdn&ss of the thJ.J:'d worltl countries has beet1 

attributed to 'tM p.r:J.mltlve cultures o~ third world eocie

t1es. Woddng clus population has b$en conceptualised as 

preoa~ group interacting with other: pressure groups Md 

eftd with the gcveJ:ftnent. in a society \l1bl~b tend$ towem!le 

equill1brlum-2 ~1t4llsm end 11bere1 4emocracy beve been 

posed as ideals for the thttd wor14 count.ties. As a critJ.qua 

of ethnoeentr1Sn'l, politlc;d. scienUsta cf t.hlr<l world count.

trie$ hGVe att.empted to evolve indigenous models of develop

ment ln t.be third world context..1 I10st of the atuc.Ue$ of 
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the eboVe tre.dit.ion e.te histodcally weak, c.ruae anpir!c1st, 

in 1 ta content en4 oetho&>loq1eally frag&le.. History of 

tf0rk1ng class st.ru.gg1e bes been int.erpret.eti by them ftom 

t.be mtgle of aystem.-mainf!ainence. i(fhat 1a Why· mor,tt of the 

studies of t.bo above· ttadi 'tion are ovenmelined by the pt:Ob

lf!!ms of leg1 t.imnc7 than the pr:ob1ems of social change. 

ln this \40rk. we appJ:Oech the pJtOblems essentially 

from a Mandan venta~e po1nt.. 0\u: main task is to raise 

SOll"te erud.el theoretical queatlons et:Qut: the wot:klng class 

of third world countrl.es. 

concepi;u$l1set.1on ·of the Working elass from Mend. en 

v.entege pt);f.nt does not p.coject absolute cohennee .ln te.r:ms 

of their ene.lysi.s end perception. But tbls makes th• 

Marxist tradition ttJOte rtoh and comprehensive. Diversi

ties Sn thfllt t:roo1t1on must be identified for facil..t.tatino 

future .resea.Jteb ln a JD)tfi! adequate manner. 

one of the me. jot t:'ends by· which the polt ~teal scien

tists and the bistoneno be.ve tiled to c:onceptualtse work• 

in9 class in. third wc.rld countries ia based on study of 

trade union moven'lentl!• 4 
study of wrldng eless is 1ne.xtrl.• 

cebly .relei:ed 1:0 it$ &tr.uggles# bUt mere analyetm of t.rade 

union movements is· bound to be narz:cw end inadequate • It 

overlook$ the ect.uel social reellt.tes.. lt. blurs the 

4ist1nct.io:n emong the· leadership., 110rlc1ng class end t.be 
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organisation. Many of the works on trade union movements 

leek factual richness and put the 1o10rktng class l::fy Obs

tract.!no it from <ifleP structures of socd.o-oeonom1c and 

cultural mat.riX of the societY• Depending highly on chl!O

nolog1cal nar:ret:f.on of event.a, 1t. relegate& the local 

historical spec1f1eitJ.es into secondary import.mnce. lt 

leads many times to det.e.rnd.n!stic reading of t-JOrld.ng elass 

movements en6 the bistotY of worklng class in gen.eJ~:al.5 

ln major studies of trade union movements in tlle thi:td 

world countrie•:~ Jrefe¥"enee to the nttture of st.nte ts far 

from adequate... Xn spite of the wealme.ss of these kind of 

studies. we can .identify some et:mlnOD tr:aits of trade union 

movenents in tb!td world countries. Por exam,pl.e* the bureau

cratic structure of trade unions., lack o£ leader:r~hip from 

renks end file$ of the working class ena the pro-dominance 

of piece-meal vision of tbe leaders those who fight £or· 

small economl.a geine. 

The! second trend wbieb has at.trao~()d at.tent.ion of 

research scholars is the composJ..tion of the labour merkets 

and the structure of the labOur force• New ene.1yttc.a1 

categOrJ.es have been employe(l to understena tbe nature of 

the lel:our markets and t'he proc~ss by which tiOrkere sell 

their lab0ur-pawer.6 All the scholars have recognised 

th$ heterogeneity of the. labour fore~, 1n fact thl.s has 

bl"'adened -the ~of studies on wodd.ng cl.esfh, History of 



world.n; class is not only ths bistotr of or:g&d.aed 

world.r..g cle.sa but also tbf! hlsto:y of millions of the 

workers 'those whQ are yet to be orgenlsed• This t~. 

bas shed mueb 11ght <>.n, et:t1cul8t!on of different segments 

of the labour fo.rce w1 tb ~· 4Cmlnant prod:uc:tian process,. 

l~ also points out the futlU,"'f! of wrk1ng clt\$$ in the 
. 

cours$s of changes in the moctGs of aepit.al1G't. $cettmuleeton. 

In this cont~t~ t.h.e. ce~gor.y of •lebom--sr1stoc.r:~y' ana 
•marginelt.sed l.atour fOrce' beve been $nployed to under ... 

stan4 different segments of thltd world working o1tlao .• 

The tl'd . .ai t:rond brings a large number of studies 

of lelxnu~· movem$ntS on locnl bas1s.1 fhe premise . from 

wbi.ch the acbolar:s of th1s t-rend st.ert. ts the uneven nature 

of captte11sm in tetme of diffo~t. st.e.ges of l~s gtowth,. 

t.ime and spac~. ~ el~ wun agoinst over..generaltsation 

rega~ng the nature of the wotkiftq elees. Unwr1 tt.en. 

infoanel eourees J1a'\1\l!! beC1 e~l.o~ 'by the schOlars tc 

undetst«ncl the nat,ure of working cla,$$ movementS' bettt.ar. 

Facts have been interpreted by 11nldng them to epee.tfic 

contaKt of etW.t.tslts' prodlJCtiOft• Many of the ocbolars 

of this 't:rend seem to be obsessed wit.b facts for whtoh 

theoretical e~ents <:au14 not receive adequate attention. 

Rather, 'they have tried to ~e t,be eld.oUng theories by 

applying those in the context of different situf;ltions wbieh 

ts the major ecntrlbution to futu~:e tG:aee~en., 



There are two teleological mtsconoept!one ·wnteb 

.obst.ruet the studies of th~ world.ng class· to· proliferate. 

First misconception tba• 4rawE.J our attention is that,. 

revolution in t;hi..cd 1110rld countries Will be •peaoan~

llaaed revolution • ,. Numer1ce1 sttenqth of tbe peesant.xy 

and stunted growtm of 1D4,ust.r1es have been accountEd for 

tbe abOve hypothesis. The misteke of the hypothesis 11es 

in not t.aki.ng tuto account third world reali~les or1t:1• 

cally.8 
The sec::ond mlscoi.'ieept.ion among the Me.ra1sts. of 

third world QOUlitr1es 1c. thet, the lnd\let.rial pJ:Oletadaf! 

cenno~ be the 09ent of soe1nlist l'evolutioxt. Fanon an4 

t>ebrar have decried agains~ trade uniotd.sm of 1ndw:t~rial . 
proletariat in the context of Lat.b! American and Afrieen 

I 

oount.r.tes. . 'Lebour-A,;istocraey thoais • bas be<m put forth 

t.o explain the nature of sld.ll.ed induotdt~l workers vts•a

vi~ the unskillEd. \fOrJ<er:s. 11: 1$ &leo ~ that nld.lled 

1nd.uatrte1 workers shate a bit. of sw:plus value til the 
' ' 

realm of 41st=-tbuti.Ql'h· lt la true that due to low level 

of 1ndustrtal1satton. .me strength of 1ndustrJ.$l pro,te. 

tuiat 1s numerically less ln thinl wotl<l CO\U'1tr1es.. Still 

it is not oorreet to define tbe. working class by· t&ld.ng 

some arbitraey criteria. The conceptua11oat.1on of *labour-. 

aristocracy• is tbe result of adopting a rest.riet.ed defini• 

t1on of worki.ng ole.as by some scll.olsit'tJ• 9 The thess.e c·an 

explain to some extent the passi'rity of skilled and pr!:v11eged 

industrial workers and their as.;d.miletion tn the cap.1taliat 



production process J.n e h1stor!ce1 conjun.ctun. Tl'l& 

political concluf:licma 4el:'1~ from the above ~sis ~ 

not correct &'9 pJ:OV'ed by researchers in many situatiant.~. 

The 'thesis does not. e,xpldn tho b~emony of espil:taUc&t 

atete over the scploi'tQd classes. The fU:ftdaxr.entel mlatake 

lies 1.'1 ®Qn1&t1c q"')pl1cat!ott of ttU"Xian coneepts 1n third 

wo.l'ld ccuntrieslf tiorldng claas*G :revolutionary potent1a11• 

ties hava be~ tahen a.p.-.to~4~ this 1s the mLotake that 

-the poUtical soient.tsta ~d t&1at.or1ans ¢0rrtrli~ by enalya1ng 

the. history or! worl-'..it.g clas$ I!~ axrve. io· 'understand 

won-.J.no class in its totaltt.y, .,..,pr1ol:1 assumptions must 

be b!lnlshod. A st~y cf ~-odd.ng ()las~t foU)m ~olow must: be 

il'Uti$tced. 

Ill our workt we have ldentified three irnport;ant lavels 

for dlscu:::u:tion. First is t.h~ structure eftd d!ffe.r:tmtiat.ion 

of the wot:i>'..lng clese1 ~ level iG the Characted.sa:tion 

of ttd~ world. $0c1al ~oEittationa:Md third level 1s t.he 

coneeptU~Cli.eaUen of th1r:d ~,;:ld state~ ~ese three levels 

ere rnade distinct not. bee$lS$ of rriGJte ene.lyt1oa1 convenience 

but more 'beeauGs of theore't~ccJ. Md prb<!tieal it~rt.anee 

et.tached to t.heue t..~•sa levels. Hovevcl." unplGasant tho 

feet may be., w 4o a&nit that. t.~ete is ~tO reedyrna~a fcttn~a 

to otudy third w-orl.d \iO.t:ld.n.g class. Study· of third 'WOrld 

\::Orldn-g clE'.so ia no doUbt QOmpl~. Working class cannot. 

tse stu<iied in isolat-ion. Nature of ths workitl9 class cannot 

be pl..-e•<tetem~noo. Ae a.~ ~i.t·ioal category, vorking elaas 
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tn th1r4 world eouctaries .ls het.erogan&etW ln its s:tructure. 

It not only creates 4efln.ltU.ona1 probloma ba:t elsa poo.blems 

fOr e revolutionar-y prans~elaoSJen e:d.at only in e determt ... 

nate social foant1on;. wtot:kb-19 ,elas,ti e.:d~t.<:1 only in ~la.., 
' . 

tion. to a dtbtominato aap!taltan, in ~1at1oti to li~!ltumt 

el.asse~ and 1.n ~lat1on b) ~~ dow.nerct .st.xu~tures of 

;:®italt~. By iU ae\u~stn~ t~ ~1a1 fc;trr:acti!l'ns, t..tte net.ure 

of thi~ ~10rld a~t.tc~1.sm c(tf). bo und~,t"stood 1n rel{ltion to 

tt-..s a....~tnant olm,~H'.les vta-t)~v1m t.ha \ror:J.t!ng cl~s~. How tbe 

40n'".!nel'lt (!l>!~ae0$ GMemtPs hegemony is also an, J.mpoctmt 

qu~nt:.10!1, O!s~l!J~io~ of ~:;t.,¢0lor.J.al eta,ta• ~"laf!'eby 

baeom$ theorot.1~;;!lly i'£'t'i~retiw~-.; l.t t~1t.l Si.toV!di$ knowl~tlqe 

how t..~~ post-eolcnitll state l~mps e~i tu:U.sm, g:"~::u:oduei.ng 

1 te oondi.t.tons t:1-f e::(1stence ~ tbe prot:asses by which 1t 

;p;r:eeervae tna interests of the dominant olas:s~$ V:.a.a-vis 

the ~lotted wor!d..ng ola~s. 

we still ~llev~ the.~~- concepts "'ill enable 

u.s to un<l&rst.ond the thtrd world soeiotiGs 1::4t~~=- thmt. th$ 

pt'evel.ent liberal eonoepts. No genul.n$ t<t~sts ~ th.tnlt 

that. writings of N~ $nd ~el.s e~ t·~e ft"'m mJ.ateketh 

Marx has gd.maril.y bequ.athed a method of h1$tor!cal mater• 

1alism Which can be ore~t.ively epplie.ct t.e undr.?ret~A variOus 

compl~ t-ea11tl$S• t~'s writing ~ t.l'le concept -of eless 

ts fragmentary, which $0mat1m$B 1e~!'l to eonf~ion emong 
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the Me.r:xigt.s as well as ncn...Z-larld.ats.10 The concept. of 

class bas been u.se4 in various ways bf various seholars. 

ln the liberal tradition. class hos been viewed as e 

static; st.ruetured and s.tret1fted category11 and by some 

scholart:J has been defined ee «.\cluster of roles. 12 we 

ore using the concept of class not. as a mere ensemble of 

different. structures13 hut elso . as a proeeas (pr1rnartly 

economic but med!ate4 by vado\W other 1nstellees) in 

history.14 

The p:s:oblems regarding the d1fferent1at1on of 
I 

working class in third world coun~ries are the pi'Oduets 

of s~ent1o anbi-guities regardift9 the definition of v:;rking 

class. Is tbere en otlelyt.ical modcesl eld.st.tng to understond 

thi.td world tfQrk1ng classl Bven lf such e modal in concrete 

te.tms dOGs not exist,. still some abstraction can 'be made of 

third. world workJ.nq class fi.'Otn various historical experiences. 

At this point what is JrOr<e important for our purpoee is t.o 

identifY the specifi:cities of wo-r'k1n9 cl-ass formet.!on end 

class struggle 1n third world countries., The process of 

elase formation in general e:tJd the proc&S$ of ps:oletar:len1• 

caUon 1n particular ln th1rd worl<! countries are <lepen(lent 

upon the mar.mer 1n which capitalism: et.taet-~ the pre-cepit.aliat. 

modes of product1on in third world. eountries and the manner 

in which tt. !.'esttuct.ures the pre-e.apitalist modoa cceording 

to th<3 demand of capitalism. Then1 will the er!terion, 

owner or non-ownership of meen9 of production. be sufficient. 



to understand tbe thiN wo.rl4 workinq class? A theory, 

put fcu::waxd ,a:ecently by many scbola~s, pointed out the 

rural links cf the workers, partially dispossessed of their 

means of pmduet.ton.15 The concep't of 1 free wage-labour• 

bas been used by meny ·sebolars to 4efJ.ne thit'd wor14 working 

class. 'l'his limited :erlt.edon ~ee leeds to ptoblems 

regarding the obaraeteri9at.!on of different segments o.f 

worlting cloaa,. ~ ebove mentioned. critarie. should not 

be used in a mechenie.al f&sb.ton. These aon-::~pts should 

be used ~ taldn9 note of third world $1>GC1ficit.tee. So 

.it 1s important to conceptualise working class and tht:rd 

world cepit.ali.sm in a more dynamte fesh1on"'' The structure 

of eJq>lo.ttation must be L4ant1f1«1 and explained. 

The problem of caste., ethnici.ty and raoiallsm should 

be taken stock of d\J.le analysinq the working· class of 

t.bi%'4 world eountriQs. Using 'cle.ss' end 'caste• as ttm 

d.iscrettJ eatego~ies leads to marked peroeptual distortion 

EJtnOng the sehola:rth Sven it .t.a incorrect to explain. the 

relationship of class and ceate 1n terms of super1mposi tion 

of one ovot the other. Com:pl~ 1nteraet1on of the two must 

be und~rstood. The mennec- in which •caste* should M studied 

to not as a ve::tieal cr horlaontal str:ata or as mere repo. 

sitory of cultural values. customs and hnb!.b but also bow 

capitalism uses then by reductng worldng oleos into multiple 

cute qmups. Xn the context of .African working cless. 
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Cohen has written: 

Class and ethnicity must.be considered together, 
as a bundle of intersecting and interrelated 
relationships the most "dynamic" of which are 
connected with the possession and distribution 
of political power. 16 

It is quite pertinent to study how caste. ethnicity and 

tribalism have been integrated with the capitalist pro-
, 

duction process. These factors have also affected the 

structure of labour market in third world countries. It 

is also very important to note that the traditional rela

tionships among workers and their links with villages 

serve as a valv.e through which workers used to escape 

psychologically from the drudgery of work and filthy 

living. 

It is also argued by many scholars that caste and 

ethnicity pose obstacles on the path of formation of work

ing class in third world cow:'lt.ries. Even the growth of 

class consciousness has been affected by the above mentioned 

factors. Working class consciousness is not an abstract 

concept. It is determined by specific historical circum-

stances. As Thompson has written: 

Class consciousness is the way in which their 
experiences are handled in cultural tenns, 
embodied in tradition or value system. ideas 
and institutional for.ms. If the experience 
appears as determined, class consciousness 
does not, we cannot see a logic in the res
ponses of similar occupational groups under
going similar experience, but we cannot predict 
any law. Consci·ousness of class arise in the 
same way in different time and place, but never 
in· just the same way. 17 



liatexcgr,:,neity of the working c.lasa must. be ~gnJ,sed by 

k~ing eyo en the sttueeure of the la))!:)ur merk~t'tl. obj«l .. 

ti ve poGt t-.S.on of the wozm~rs .1n var10U$ $egme.nts of 1me 

production proee:Jfh· An f!)rl'tp1c.te1et ~a<l,ing of third wrl4 

working cle.as n'tfJ.St. be ~voided. 

tbif9,.1Q,l.d 1 ~§· iSm~~ 

Conceptualisation of third world soci$1 forrnattona18 

'" essentte.l ·to obsene ·~ detelminate class nl.atior,mbips 

8114 the dominant m=»de of production. Ceplt.al.J.st d~velopment 

in t.btrd world countrtes 1s diffe:tent: 1n i,"U.\tl.lre in comparl• 

son tt:t the ettpitelist 4evelopment 1n West.. J)ependeney 

theori st.s: have tl:'1ed to eJcplein un4$n!ewlopment in f:hird 

world eoW'.ltriea by looking at the vo~ld ¢.&pltellst system 

wl\ere a luge ~n~r. of third world countriel!.t are attlcu• 

lated es appendages to deve1op$d eepitelist. countries. 19 

A.G. Frank bas aonoep·tual.J.sed ~e third world social forme

t£ons as: cap1talist-. Many scholars, have pointed out the 

£aot that.· tnuwaa of one modo of pro®ct.lon then- sre 

arUculations of verlous mode~ of produ<.c->tlon 1n third world 

COWltnes. thnza Alatt1 end Jeirus Bans,j,l have argued for· 

cokmtllll. mode of pJ:Oduot.t.on.,30 t.1abmood t4andan1 (1n the 

conte:m:: of UgMda) , Mahmoud Hussein (1n the context o.f S9ypt) 

and .R;snjJ.t uaa Gupta (cas$ et.u.dy of India) have pointed out 

the t.ransi t1onal charae'tet of mode of production. 21 



The transition f~ pr~ca.p1tel1st mode of production 

to eep.ltalist. mode of produc:tion in t.hlrd world countrios 

is very complex. The tcansition 1s mediated by many internal 

as ttell e.s external factors. In this context,. speclfieit1ea 

of third world capitalism must be pointed out and we have 

tried to handle this problem in a sepuat.e Chapter.. Pe:t.tGrn 

of ~qulat.ions of pre-capitalist modes with t.be capi.tel1at 

~rzOde of production should. be identified,. 

Thec-e are e few literature on the nature of state in 

third world countriee.- \'forking elass in its totality oennot 

be understood without t.e.'tdng the nature of the state into 

aceount.- State $bou14 be viewed not in terms of its coeJ"Ci ve 

functions but in terms of it.s domlnat.ion over tbe exploited 

classes. How stato dOminates the world.t19 class end hOW 

state manages t.be conflict between capital end labour should 

be diseu~sed, That is why ve have devoted 6 sepere:te chapter 

on post..colonJ.el. su~. ror:m of state might. be d!ffetent 

tn vanous th1rd world countries but the C~Nc:=.iel function 

state carr.tes out S.s sene in eve.r.t eount.rv• How the welfare 

st.at.es in third world countries operate end hOV dortd.ne.nt-

1nterests have been served. by the stateo is en tmponant 

aspect for d.iseuss.t.on,. 

we try to view the state, not merely ea ea epi• 

phenomenon of the economic st1)eture but e$ rele:tl vely 
I~ 
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e:utonomous. The degree of .autonomy stat~ exe.roie.ea 

4epends UpQtt apectfio historlcal conjun~ure pf! $peeif1e 

cless relationship in third world countries• By lOC'ikinq 

this wayt m111t.ar1sm in lhhtrd world countries can be 

understood. 22 The theme t(). be studied rogl!lrding the 

po~;rt•oolonial at.ate is hOw state get& st.abtl!sed by 

tnjectinq the ld.nd of poli't!es which divides $0CI.ety 

into mul.t-ipl.e pressure qroups. stat.e also exercises 

its ideological dom#.natton owr the exploited olesses. 

State maintains ttu! unity e.mong the dominant:. classes bUt. 

dJ.so.rganises the exploited classes. The basis on which 

capitalist state reQeives leg.ttimac::y from the messes of 

the society must be analysed. Ho\1 the state is tovar:-

dete1!mined*23 in third world countries should be explained. 

our undettu-.J.ng ie definitely ambitious. l·"lost of 

our arguments are beeed on theoretical plene. !'o quotQ 

Vtlar• 

Real J.ltu:xist. history,. by aontratlt• must be 
embit1ous in o.n\er to advenee. It must ;$ftd 
no science can do ot.hervi.se move carelessly 
from pat.J.ent end emple rt)aeU'Ch to e theory 
capable of utmost dgow:,. but also from 
theory to •cases' in order ·to ,avoid the risk 
of remaining useless knowledge. 24 

true to various constraints, we cannot claim our work 

as panoptic. It ensures fur1:her research. The~by it 

just1fi.es our t«'>dt to begin with. 
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NOTES 

1 We feel it necessary to make the meaning of the 
term 'third wo.rld 'Lin the manner we have used in L,c::lear 
our work. The terms, 'post-colonial society• and 
•peripheral societies• have been used as equi-
valent to the term third world. 'Third world has 
been used as a descriptive category, not as an 
analytical category. Some major traits have been 
kept in mind while using the termithird world'. 
Some common features are given belowa 

(i) Experience of colonial domination, 

(ii) post-colonial phase is characterised by 
stunted growth of capitalism and the pre
sence of neo-colonial interconnections1 and 

(iii) presence of primordial loyalties and articu-
lation of different modes of production in 
various forms. 

Our study excludes the third world countries, those 
opted for socialist path of development after pro
tracted class struggle. We recognise the difficul
ties of travelling such a great trajectory warning 
against over-generalisation. Rox Borough wrote: 

¥.o 

"This does not mean that no generalisation is 
possible, that we can only write a series of 
individual histories. Theoretical generali
sation is possible but the process is a 
complex one. Until it is much further advanced, 
it would be modest in our attempts at generali
sation". 

Ian, Rox Borough, Theories of Underdevelopment 
(London; The Macmillan Press, Ltd., 1979}, 
Preface., p.x. 

Refer: James, Petras, Critical Perspective on 
Imperialism and Social Classes in the Third World 
(New York; Monthly Review Press, 1978), Ch.2; 
p.63. 



Even if the word • class' has been used by some 
liberal scholero. but the primary emphasis has been 
given to et$tua end. pol1t.J.eel. power. ln the eontext 
of developed e~t tal£ st aoeiaties,. :Oahrendori' bee 
wr.ttt$tu 

•cleses. undentootl M · confiS.ot group$ 
eristnq out ot the authority &'hrue~ure 
of lmperati vely co-ordil'Ultted nssocietions 
ere in conflict*- • 

2ft this context, aej.n1 Kothari's -work, PgJ&t!s~ !D 
lnd4;,' is worth-rnentionln\'h ltct.hari hes tried to 
9rapple with the spee1fic:1t1es of third world 
countries {Wit.b perticuler reference to Ind!a) but 
commits ~he same methodological errors as committed 
by the liberal schOlars of ~he ttzest. tie do not: 
consider it as a qu.alitat.ive breek. 

Rajnl Kot:bari, ~£ice .. ln. In41E> (New Delhi 1 Orient 
Longmen 14.4., 197oJ. 
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There a,r.(;t quite a lug~ tl'W1lbeJ!' of ~;ttudt$S on trade 
union movements in thil:'4 world eountries. Mal.ys:ts 
of tra4e union movements in great detell ls outside 
the SQOpe of the study~ ~ie have refe~ some 
1mpo.rtent wor'ka in the aonteltt. of India:~ Latin 
American end African countries. 

!.l)d,!-.m) 

v.a. Kamik* 10£!!9 T~;~ Ull&9J.U!. ':"', ~ .. suaey <aombe.yJ 
Popular P.x:-altashen, 197a; third edtUon, G.K. Sharma, fe'AE ,_w:>vsen.t in. I~m,. :;*a .Pelt f&': f,msen&. 
1ieW Oelhit sterlinq PUblishers Pvt.• w., 19711 and 

Sulw..'t\01 Ben, ttg,a;:k&Qg Ct!SS. gf Ipdy (Ce.lC\lttlU 
aagchi &: Company, 1977 • · 

5 s.J • Hobsbawm h~s crit.taJ.sGd the u$de union analysis 
of working ola!ls by e~s1ng its ne.rrowrua1!U3 in the 
context of Briti!3b letJOur histocy.,. It ie equally 
epplieabie to the trade union analysts in third world 
context. s~, John Foster:. £lisa pmsalm &d tl,le 
!nfiufria& ~yglut.&o.o {London;. BiJ.j;ng. ¥ld Sons Ltd •• 
W74 ; ref~r to Forwer:d given. by s.J. Hobsbaw:n. 

In the indian context, vork o:f A. l'ls.yers Charles, 
LJlt:Qy' P;p!a;lss 1n !tM .!~riD:liz£1\1&/n.o! ~~ 
lCSmbridqe; Cambridge Vnlvet'sity Press, 19~9), is 
of great importen<!e. tlork of Jan Bremen es a 
cr1t1que of the informal sector concept has atte-npted 
to c:;ritic:ise the mechen.1cal division of working 
elass into orgenised end unorganised la.1:x:>ur foree. 
He tried. to look at. the labour market. in its totality· 
end tried t:o pX"OVG the :l.tlteractions of different 
segments of labOur markets. 

See Jen Br~n, uA Dualistic Labour System? A Critique 
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Ch1tra Joshi., "KonP'.lr T.-tile Labour • SOme Btrueturel 
Features of Fomstive Years.,, Ira t-titrb, •arowth o£ 
!J:I~ede tinton Conscioutmes$ among Jute Mlll ~iOrkera, 
(1920~0)*; end Senet. Bose, Pind.ustri&l Unrest. ana 
Gt:OWt.h of Latmlr Unions 1n Bengal, 1920•24° • 
All these att1eles ere compiled ln: ",.P.sY1.•• vol.XVI, 
Nos.44., 45 & 46, November 1981. 

a ThQse who &t:gUG of p&e~!U!L11t•based revolution in third 
W0¥"14. take Chinese revolut1on es thelr model. They 
adOpt. • ~str1ct«t def1ttit1on of wrk1ng c1aae wh1eh, 
we think, le inadequate. Revolution in th1J:d worlii 
oannot be decided: by eert.eln pre-detetm1ned theore
Uee1 models* It is basically a political question. 
The relattonships among different ~1o1te4 classes 
is the major problem of thtnl world revolutlona~ 
praxis. A do:met1c model. will be of little l'lelp. 
Reflecting on this problem,. x.t-1 ~J.. Post is of the 
view• 

".lrot: thOe$ concerned with the ouccessful 
completion of a ooclalise revolution in a 
country eharacter1scd by underdeveloped 
C$P1.ta11sm .... one. that is~ wh:J.eh combin~~ 
precapitelist end capitalist modes of pto• 
du~ion .. the. problem of the relations 
between two major eUbO.tdintlted classes, 
peasants and: wage workers. must. be central•. 

See. K.t1 .J. Po at,. 6 The Alliance of Peasa..,t.a and 
~'iorkers ' Some Problems Concerning the Art.iculetion 
of Classes (.Algeria end Ch1n.s)•" in Cohenf' Gut)(..l.ftd 
and D.raz1er~ bOlEti tH'&4 P.mletf!d:WUit 91ll&lt•• 
pp.265-2.66. 



10 Marx has not writt.en an exclusive ehapt:er on class. 
Last chapter of Cepital1 vt.ll.III,. deaUng with. 
social elesses bxoke off after forty lines. Nothing 
baa been given ready-made.- Meny things 1l1W1t be re-
insUtutect end a lot matJY things to be &!ciphered 
fxom ~~erx!sn. wr1t1n1JS• In C&m!W• 'VOl .• XII, Marx 
wrote• 

Agsin, to ~te t-ter;x: 

"ln. so far as millions of femiltes 1i ve 
under· economic ®nd1tJ.ons of e;d.stence 
thot. aeparete tbei.t mode of lJ.fet thei.c
lntorests ,aruJ their culture fJ:Cm those of 
other classes, ana. put t.bem 1n e boetile 
opposition to the latter, they fo.tm a 
clessV 

Xn so fer as there is m.erely loeal 
interconnection 8!\0ft9' these amall•holding 
peeean.ts,.. end the 1dentJ.ty of their ll'lterests 
begets no community., no national bond and no 
po.l1t1cal organization then., they do not form 
a olesa.• 

s.&abtc!n~ Bl'\!tl!Q.a, a€ !Qll&m aogaafl£!:&, Merx end 
&nqels Se ected works" vol .. I btooeovJ PJ'.'C9reas 
Publishers. 1968), p.171. Now, we can understanCl 
the criteria:~ MetX bas used to define a class. Three 
important criteria are& U.) ownership or non-ownership 
of the meens of p=<luetioru (11) class exists 1ft 
oppot;~itton to other claoaes 1n a. soeietyt and (Ui) 
eless conecicuenees is elso an tmportent element in 
1dent1fy1nq a class. 
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12 

13 

14 

16 

18 

20 

19 

The ~~ts like 'l\'lOde of p!"'duetton' ·ami •social 
forme.t.ion exe not. two opposl.te conceptt.J• *Mode 
of pxo&Jction' as a concept remains 1n tbe leV&l 
of Obst.tect1on. But •social fotmaUon• is. referred 
to a d~nate conjlltl(!·tural realit.y Which ident1-
. flea atttcu.leUon of various modes of pnxl'Uction. 
ln. the ae~ chapter we henre discusse4 these concepts 
in e more 4etelle4 manner •. 
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22 

20 

The item is bortOWed f:tt>m Althusser. He hae used the 
term •o~r-detetm!netion ,. to understand the eont.rn
dietions in &ffetent tnstencee 1n relation to the 
totalit.y e.n4 the effect.a of the contred1et1ona upon 
the structure tn dom.inenc:e,. The con.eept enables to 
underata.na and explain. tM concrete variations end 
mutations of eomp~ sooi$1 realities., Refe.r' 
to'Uiu Althusse. rf ed.,. f!'E(t4AJ:1 .tChept,er. eontred1et.1on 
end Ovel:'-D~ennlnetion ~ Vengu.tn Press., 1969). 
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The study of third wor14 working class will be 

!nadeque:te wi tbO\lt e.nelys.tng \\be $0C1a1 fomatJ.Qns tn 
wbich the ttOrtldnq cla$s is pleoecf,. It is in.Cor~et to 

pre;;ume that real1t1es of th1~ wrl.d eountt-1es will ~ 

explicable by acme· uniVte~Sal meobanLeal eat.eg:ortes. 

'typical trade. union analysi$ of working class suffex:'e 

fxom theotetJ.cal degeneration. It 'ri.ews .orld.ng cla$$ 

t:11thout giving ~te attention to soc~c mGt.dX 

in wbieh working class intera.ct.s with other classes. 

working cle.·ss should be st.u41$d from u enqle o£ its total 

. experiences. I. De-totalieation leads to g:tOGs empil'lcism 

and e lopsided 1lltderst&ndtng of third world ~rldng class. 

ln fact., the study of . eoetel fol!'m$tions of tbim wot14 

countr1~s is .never exterior to ~e study of thlrd world 

WOt"king claeu!h Even,. we do l'Dt thick it. is logically 

prior: to the study of working class.. The st:uay of oepite.lism 

1r1 third wrl4 'COuntries is no doubt. crue1e1. Cl&sse$ 4o 

not exlst. 1ri BbStrectton. PooitiOn of wortdng class is 

dttter:minetl bf the loqtc of third world cep:f.te.ltsm. If 

blStoJ:'Y can be stoppe4 at. G given point; then ·tte rill not. 

finfl classes bUt. d.lffeJ:e~ttinted 1nd1vidualth But When we 

obsene tbrouqh the process of history., we find 1den~1£1able 

Mle.Uonshlps, pattems of 1dee:a end .$t.ruc'tures .. 2 The 

~elat.lonship between worklng' cless v1s.-e..v1s the &:mirtant 

classes ls tletetm!nec1 by the epecifJ.c stNCt\U"e of third 

worlcl eapi talist. for which ut'iderstanding of third wrl4 
(.-______ . -----

DISS l social formations is crucial• 305.562o91724 c 
M7256 Wo lf- ) N g 

I 1111111111111111111111111 jh_1 I 
\... TH1343 .II '{7- 543 
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The development. oe e theo~eal f£~W<:trk requires 

a p~s!l <tf ustracticn Sftd 4t.Gtt11atdoa. based. en the· 

compuetlve lmowledge of a phenomenon Jn a wide renge of 

settt11gs, 'both DQW ¥!4 J.n the past. Liberal ~nond .. st£s 

and political scie&tists have trie4 to undt!ratend th11:4 

world eco~ witbou.t. paying ~e attention to the 

historiCal spec1f1c1tle& ot thlt'd \lt'Crld .cep1ta11sm, 

Rustow•s •t.eke-off• stage bec$ne en apology for nec
·cGlcn1al dominaUon of t.hitd world eeuntt>ies. Universal 

law of supply f1ntl demand for them became the key theore

tical concept to understand tbe motion of third wcu:-14 eeono-
• I 

my. Sootel reletJ.onshJ.ps rec::eivet'l !.11 attentJ.on fJ;Om them. 

unequal ·division of means of pJ:OduotJ.on extraction of 

au.xplus-value wre alien to their: thinking • Liberal eco

nomists viewed the creation a.na. disposal of surplus value 

in terms of p~tive factors ®strarJted from t.be social 

and po.lttiesl telattons of ,p.n>ductton., Tbese pr:o&lotlve 

factors were treated as eMOgenous to the p~ess o~ g~. 

tiben applied to un&u:developed ccw2!t.ri:tu~, the roecbenism 

of developmont then becom~ the transfer of capital, 

enterprise and technOlogy from the developed countries. 

~he un6erstend1ng o£ epptcprlate clesa struct.ure end a 

corresponding set. of production relations; vi.t.hin which 

the aecumuletion t.likes place beeomes e.l1en to the metho

dOlOCJY used by lloere.1 sebolara. Their methodology u 
depet.\tSent upon observable facts atld stet.ist.1ea1 reasoning. 



Very oftim,. the complea mel1ties of tbiX'd t"'rld eount• 

riet' ete mtU"ked bf Ubera1 metbo<lclogy . ., When ~ ·he.4 

cr1 t1c1se<i • cless.1ca1 political economy•, he bed the 

h1etortcel enelys1s ot! the Ube~al economists tn mind. 

'lher:afore. there is a gi'OWJ.nq need for: a right perspective· 

to Wlderstand end explain the complex re&li eies of t.h!.rd 

WOlt14• 

The mot1e of production debate hu gencrned a wlde 

range of tl1seuas1ons IJrtl'Ong the Marxist sc'holers. Old 

problenatice of naratsm ha~,; be!ln r:econs~ltut:ed 1ft ottlet 

to grapple the spee!!i<:1t.les of third· wo~l4 rea11t1es •. 

'fhe debate somet.J.me$ tesulted in semantic amb1guitles end 

sometimes fell lnto gross t'eiluction1•• In spite of ell 

tblst 1~ continues to grou not merely f£Cm ~t'ot!cal 

. angle but from the: engle of operetio:nelis~t;.lon of M~.u;xlan 

ooneepts,. SOme MenistC,J eebll&r$ tetm the third vorta 

economy llQ cepi tal1$t., 3 DOnie scbolua t.alk abOut art.tou• 

lation of vad.ous modes of production. 4 and a fw seholars 

telk about a tranaiUon&l mode• S SOme Marxist scholars 

bave concept.uaUsed the th!Jed. world economy e:s e. spec1flc 

colonial 1l0de o! p%'04uct1on. 6 

Me.nt•· s artalYflis of pre-osp1t&l1sf! social formations 

was a passing refe~e for the stU4y of histori.city of 

cepita11sm. Many tb1:nqs should be de~i,PMJ."ed from the 

fragmentary nature of f·11U'X' s wrttJ.ntt.th t·tant' s theoretical 
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at"gUmente sho\114 be nfomutate4 1ft the context of present 

bistorieal conjwctun. Fotf Nicos Potllant21as, a 1!104e of 

pdd\'.1Ctlcm iiJ aD •t:n.sc:t-fo%11\al objec-- wbieb does not. 

exist tn tbe sb'Cng sense of J:eal1ty. It p~aes en 
es~t.iel means for t.be analyst$ of .zoeal-acfter:ete obje~. 

A eocul format.J.on te constitut.Cl by apeeiflc ove~1appin.g 

of several p~ moaes of p~ucrtlon;r Le.clau baS al$0 

t.l.\keo ltD4tJ of prodttetlon u e,, P"J:e eeuoct eonoept 8Q6· 

u.s.a the concept of •eco.nomi-c system• to deftOt.e a conjunc• 

t.ural e.rticulatlon of different mottu of product.ton.e 

'the process of abstraetlon. and eono:te1d:eetion er:e 

ctucia1 c:ompo-nts of ~ua•a epi,S\OmOlogic~. ettuct:ue. 

'1'heoretlca1 ebstre.c-J.oft bas its .tmport.er.t role In the 

PliOOess. ot tJndeJ:"s~endillg c:omplex soc.t.d nalit.1es. ·MenY 

of MaCk • s: w.d.Ungs oonteln Smpot~etit t.be<.tret1c·l!l ~

tions. ln ap.tte of theO~toal ebs·trect.ions, Man was 

·WtJ11 wu-e of the. btsto..-1cel spec1f1c1~1e-., It will be 

appt:OPril.lte b.-a ~ ~e liteJ:"JtJ 

to Sngler;a. modem soctetr· . 1& 1n41eputably 
moot b1qbly &net cla&&1c&1 y deVelope4 1ft 
ec~c stru.c~e. severt.htalesa~. ev• 
here. tbe etrattfl..<:~t.to~ of c:leaaea doea not 
appear $a J.ts pllt'e fomn •••• However, tbls 
1$ 1rml'U!W1'1&l for our enel.ysis. 9 

Mf.U:'2C tm<t Bn-;els wen very rnucb aw&ftl of the concept 

of •modo of Pt:Otluct.ion • which they- we::& W.d.ng tn the level 

of t;.beoret.ica1 esuae~SoJ.'). To quote tngelsl 



·flhen we use \me concept of •social formation•, lt. does not 

amount t.o .1:eJectio11 of the concept of 'mode of p~ctJ.on' • 

'-'h~x-e aro two 1nterre1et.e4 poin-s in (;be level of O$tt&e

tlon $1.\d · concrettaation,. on the tbeoret.1aal pl.Me, • social 

fomation • aanotee e oompl• .ext1cu1RS.On of dl•fuent · 
-

ncdee of pl:Oduq.tton. end . .tep;coduet.lon of d.lffeJ:ent ~s 1n 

a P«~J't.icular td.stod.ed c:;njunct:u~e. 

Tne ~~ of ·~development • ·as .an ell pene

s! ve pb$Mmena, posed. a serious challenge to the main 'body 

of Merxis.t th«>.tf• tho ewer widening ~ of income bet.wee~a 
. . 

• r1ch1 ana •poot1 eount.d.es, ebeolute pauperisatd.on of 

majori..ty of Afdcalt.t Asien entl Le.tin ~ricen populecf). 

QJ:>ave sectoral imbalenees t 1n sllort.f the eppe-e.ranoe of 

systematic btu!'t'iet'$ t.o er:onomio devel.opment. 1n 'the cov-se 

of cepitallst elq)ana.ion- ·ha 1$4 t.o the stt:Qng ~ 

whioh boa sought to rat.ee ~·s not:ton of •eoonemto aeve
lopment 1 and t:Ji4e by .aJ.de to .t.ncorpo~ate "unde~lopmeni: • 

into tbe MaPCist. fram.eworlt. Re'V.oluttc)nat? practice i~self 
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l"a:lsed venous questions challenging ~ ~teaUalltp of 

e1•s~d.;c•1 ~- to explain the pi'Oaoss ()f u.ndel'tteve~ 

m~t 111 thinS vorl4 eoun'trietJ:.~ A.o. Pranlt ~ Samlr 1\mJ.n. 

are two aejor ~cents of tbe tbeoqo of Uftder4evel.opment 

.!n ~..a wo,-14 eount.:r1e:s.11 

Theories of 'Aep~c:r' ~e es e ~t'l to the 

ftd.lure of •auelist. tbes.l.& • to ~leltt the polJ:tJ.c.el 

economy of Latin ~riceft OOUDtd.es end a response to 

the failure of ecc:mom1o progr~ t.m..tlated by worl4 

organiee;tton ltk&t ~c Mission for Lat.ln America,. 

tn the QOtlt~ of Latin Amed.catt oount.riett,. p~or.ibeCS. 

'lmpott aub:ttitutton• t:heoq ~erne \U'lpz.oducttv•h 9011• 

tical. ecoaomr of th1t4 wcu:l.d ~t.r1ea. expe:d.enced &low . 
growth of pro4UCUV$ fo~C.$• low l$vel of t.eclmologlcel 

development,. mf.UU~ive unenploym&nt en4 .\lft4er-employment.. 

Xt men!fested. 11\ .tnt.ense old$ contred1ot1ons. Capital 

accunul&Uon bMame· ft¥!'J' slow 4ue to s~ctual oon(Jioiio> 

tralnt.s of t.be economy end the very aet.~e o£ the rela

tionship of third vorl4 count.d.es with wo.tld monopol;y 

capital• Frank bas criUol- 'the "dueli&t; t.hesis' .lft 

th£l Q:Jnten of Latin Aa!t\r.tcen coun,tries.. Accordtng to 

th$ "6ual.11.3t thesis*·• th!f!'d worl4 MJcietlu en constit;~ 

·\ed o~ two 41at1Mt ~ret one if! tbe treditlonal. er:chaio 

eect.or Md. the IMQcn<l is tbe modem capitalist eectot .• 

AccoC'ding to this tbestt~.- 'both Qe sectors ~ mu.t.\1:&117 

exclusi V~h ':he p:tese.nce of feu4a11Gm in '\be tt'eclltlonel 



eectot> &14 pnsence of cep1te11sm in ·the (I)Odllm aectoJ: 

l~Ut& dual structu.r:es !rl4ependent. of each ~ and cont.e!n 

4.l£feten.t pr1n.cip1e• of their .c-ep;odu.ctJ.oo, Sh"CMfthaSJ«ft 

1e ea impO.r:t.ant. crit.1que of 14ua11et ·theG1e' .,12 To ld.nl, 

the dicboton'o® un4eest.an61ng of tbli.'d. world ~et1Gs ts 
felse., Meordir.o to· bis opinion, the t.red1t.lcaa1 M4 the 

modern se¢~.c- coMt!tute a f'Un¢\tonel Whole. once we ~J:"ee 

w:t.th the. <U.cbot.omous position of the •4ual1st t:b:esia•, tt 

anount$ to egl'eaing wt~ ~ CU.fferent pol1ttccl st.ra~1es 

for soc:.J.a11n revolutl(')l) J.J:l tht~ 'W'Or14 eoc1etif!s, For ve 

the • dtlAl1at theS'ia • stentSs in.QOrreet and J.ne4equate. 'Tbcl'e 

ere uo n~ajot" lssue$ .t.nvolved in tbia 4iacusslotu 

(1) W.ttb ~ penet~:a:t.!.oa of rnonoPf,')ly cepttel Ua t'hl:r4 

worla coa~r~es. does 1t lead to c:ompleee 41eso1u.t1on of 

pre<epit.ellst mo<See of p.ro4ucUoni If the answer is :J.n 

:fteQetive, \Ulen, we neve to h~ th• pxobl.emts of aRic:ula

tton of 4lfferen:t JU>dea cf ·px:oduet.ioft,. 

(it) How the pra-eapJ.t.~is't. modes of p~Uon ue 

being ·artJ.eUlet-«1 w1tb the cap1ea11st. mode of p.r:oductl.oa lD 

tb1m world Cl01ln.nes? 

.VOJ." *&tpentleey 'theorists • • t«>tld eepf.talist eyatern 

servea es the euna~al un1t of enalysis. To quote A.o. 
Franlu 

My •heals 1s that unde~evelopnu!nt. a& • 
'know it. today,, ena eeonomlc aevel.Opment. .s 
well. .e,re. t.be eJmultaneous end ~lat.e4 
pt:Oduo-ts of the 4evel.opmetlt. on a wotl<!-w1de 
scale: and over e btstor:y of mor• ~en fout 
centuries e.t least of a etnqle economic systemt 
capitalism. 13 
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Penetration of capit.eUE~m 1n third world ~ri-es z:oesulted 

in 1nco%pOrQ'tion of ·t:htr4 world count~1es as aetelli:tes of 

developed c~1t.&l1st countries. Development. ln met.t'Opol1$ 

stmultaneou.s1y created ~edevelopment J.n t.he $1lte111t.e 

countrie!h~ &xplaln.ing tbe clteleetieal. rel&~ionship between 

the 4eveloped ~topoUs ~d. tb1r4 wo.r14 OOUon'tl"ies., PC"ank 

w,rotea 

the theSi$ of the 'Whole essey ts,of course, 
~t. oap.lte.Usm hae produced end means not 
or11y development. but unde~evelopment. ea 
well .• or to put it other Wl'J.Y round, that both 
advanced developmen:t:r end •baekwerd undtn:-• 
development• ere equaUy, t.he prod\.'let end t.he 
·operational meantng of c~:l.taU••· 14 

A~r41ng t;o Brenk, 8\.ibjugat.toa of thi.t:d wo~l4 countries 

by the met.mpolis resulted in c.\issclut.J.on of p~capitelist 

mode$ of pt'Oduotlon in ebitd world countries. Cep1ta11sm 

has been g:-eft.cKJ in thir4 world countr!e~;t automat.iccally •. 

F:r:enJUan thests. though to some e1(tent u$efU1, is en 

•xa.--nple of over•-olm,pllflcatton • 1rhe development of C$pital• 

ism in the th1d world countrtes was not handled adequat(;'Jly 

111 F.ra.-.k. Hi.s understendinq leeS 'to .e. determintet.ic poll Ueel 

,ccnclusions, which 1a veq difficult to belieVe'• Laeleu 

es a major critique of A.,G., Frank's tbes1s is of ~e op.f.nlona 

For, despite the1r conttaaictoJ.Y appeerenc.e 
both the. po~d. t.lotu~, f1rat c.t 1:ed coineide 1n 
one fundem•ntel :respects toth designate by 
'cepttel.tsm• or •teuaaliem' ph~e11e In the 
sphere of cormnod1\y exchange $ld not in tbe 
sphere of production~ thus ~raneform.tng the 
presence or ettsenee of a link with th.e market. 
1nto the decisive criterion for 4Lsttn.gt\1sbing 
between the two forms of $0C1et.J'• 15 
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While the euuent writings em un4ez:developmen~ ~no~ 

fat.led to refer to the roo&:! of production ln the periphery, 

1t hae generally been presen~e<l ea some. variant of cepi tallsm 

fh~h •bacltwa%:4' cap1tal1sm" •aefomed• capitalism, 'dependent• 

cep1tel1an or 'per1ph4!ltal•· capitalism. The pr:oliferat:ton of 

terms itself sy;gest.e • laelt of cler1.ti' abOut the eub.atentive 

chere.cter o£ this mo4e ot! p%'0duct.lon. •oepen4ency• doee not 

elso ellpl.ein the bietoricelly unevea develOpment. of cepttalism 

at the cent,re and 1n the periphery .S.tsel.t • 

Cl&a$ teletionp ts pivotal fo~ unde.rsta.nd.tno any 

dete•nat;e soci.al foxmat!on. •aelat.ions of p:ct!uet.ton• 

whiCh 1$ the cnvr; of eny $0c:1a1. fom$t1on has been re:l:eqeted 

bY J?;-·ank to a level of tomal analysts.. The :R>1e of market. 

as the cr.U;etion of capitalism hea le.t$ ove~h&$1se4 by 

tf'redt,. Market. no dOUbt, brings exchange of commod!Ues. 

C1rculatioil of eommo<J1tie• is one Smport.ont niQment of 

cap1te11sm in thlrd world count;.r1es is not purely e_,genous 

GS unde:ratoo4 bf Fl:'enlc. Part1c1pat1on ln tM world market 

carmot. be ~ only enter:.ton to sholl thet theJ:Oe is <:ap1 talist 

mocle of p&'O\tuct.ton in thtJ:d worM countries. Robe:tt Brenner 

in hts uticle put i't:enk 1n •neo-smtwea• tradition. 

&renner: hes pointed out how the 'neo-Smith!tm 1 Marxist• 

have ~·empheslse4 the cole of market and pr:edo.'lllnanco 

of exchange relatlons to point. out eepl taliGt- develofbent. 

in tbl.rd :world e<:n.mt.rles-. Wo Brenner. social relations of 



pi;'Oduetion sboul4 be cone1dete4 as the motive force to 

undet:'stend. the development. of ceplt.al.isrn in general and 

tb1C<i wr:>tld countries in p.art1culert.16 sem.tr- Amtft. bas 

a.leo stert.ed hls enalys1s fx:om the analysis of wcttl4 cepi•· 

taUtlt system. A$ Amin •t'Ot4J• *~Not, a. 81ngle conc~:ete 

8COnornic fot:tnaU.on of our time cen b& understood except u 

a p&rt of this WIU'ld sYstem"•'' 

Penet.~ation cf capit.all$m .in the pet"1pberal count.

r1ee nsu1te4 tn diaart1cu1ation of th11Xl world economy 

&nd slmu.ltatteou$ly A.t has been Integrated 1nt.c the .orl« 

cap:!..talist syst*Ml t;& an eppen4age. Surplus-v.lue. extrac

ted fmm th1l'd worla. eeo~-y w-as• accumulated 1n mett:Opolta. 

To Amin,; the p¥Cc:ess of unequ81 exebanqe hes been .r:einforced 

. even $iter politlcal iftd.ependencE) of thtrd worl4 countries, 

through the domination of world financial organlsattons end 

multinat,ionala. Regard1ng the peripheral socJ.al foJ>nlatlon,. 

A.-nin wmtet 

All perJ.phenl. fOI:nl&t.lotus M.ve tour main 
charaeter1stica in common; ( 1) 1:he pre
domlrusnee of C$pitel.tsn, ( 2) the creation 
of a loee.l. me1.'1lY menment bourqeoisi.a 1n 
the wake of dominant. foreign CGPitelJ 
( 3) a tendency towams a pecul1ar bU;teeucratJ.c 
<Sevelctpmentf spec1f1e to the eontemperary 
ped.pbeq. end ( 4) the l.ne0mp1et.&, sp$01f1c 
charact.er of the. phenomena of p:roletari&n!.• 
zetton. ta 

'to Amini -an induced cepitalism posed serious c:onst.ralnte 

on the pole.risetiOn of class fOrces in thild ·world countries. 
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Vneven oapi:tell~ dt:Mi.\l.opment wu fit.ted tnt.o ~e wo~14 

capit.eUae; system for tbe PJ::Ofit of met.J:Opolle. Expert 

sectors like minin~Jt platftatlon economy in A~r:tca aat1 Asia 

were nurtured fo.: <t.he pJ:04uet1on of auxplus-value for~ 

metl'Opeliten CO'W'lt.l'1es. Pre-<:a,pita.list fO%ftl$ of explo!. 

tation was conserve4 in ordet" to keep the cost. of pi!Oduo

t.lon. low end the i4eolog1ce1 atruct.UM wee me1ntelne4 to 

create e oonA~c.l ve atno5phere fot the f»Ctraetion of surplue

vel'tlfiJ• Amia has used the coneept of •matg1n&11aetion• to 

· explain the st.ru.cture.l neeess1.ty of tertiary seetore tn 

third world ~notnl'• 

There ar. .quite a lot o£ theotetica1 abatr&ctions in 

'dependency 'theones•. eat:tt;ot:y of •moae ·O.f proauctloni 

wee mechen!call.y employed ana. the conc&P.t veo used. in e 

11m1t.«t sense. impact of mett:CpolJ.~en capi'tal on the tlU.rd. 

worl4 economy bas been over .... sisnp11f1ett. The p~b~ems regas:d

t,ng t.be 4eve1oprnent. of capitalism. in thit'd world countrle.s 
-

have been .tese>lve<l smoothly. Ae a teact.!oa to A.G •. Prank's 

t.hees.s. Laclau wt"Otet 

Now this pre-ce.p1ta11st. cnaracter of the 
clominant relations of prod.vctton f.n Latin 
America was not only incompat.lble Vi th the 
p#Oduetion for t.he worla mullet,_ but was 
ac-tually intensified by the eapansion of the 
le.tt.el"•·••••· ThU$ fer from expansion of the 
extemel merket acting as a dtsintegratlng 
force ott !eudali~ !t.a effect was J:"&ther 
~ accentuet.e and consolld$te it. 19 

over-generel1~at1Qns in •aep~ theories• have under

mln.S the b1stor1ca1 spec.tfS.c1Ues of third: WOZ"ld count.d.es. 
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The economy. cf ~bi-rd world OO\lDt.rtes cannot.. be treated • 

et1 epJ.·~ of the 1110rld cepi'taUet sys'tem. It cen 

have .tte own conjtmctural eutonomy. The stu.«y on int.em.al 

clus $tructW.:"e of thi~ world ccunt.nes haa receiveti 

l.nedequate et.tent.S.on from "dependellCY theorists• • semetlmes, 

it $'Jl0unt.s. to re1ticat1on of MU:kien conce;>ta.. While wem• 

ing aga1n.st. the ;re1tic:a~ion of concepts,.. Engels Wl'Otcu 

I't. happens only too often that. people tbiM 
~· be.ve fully understood a t:heoq en<\ ct.!11 
apply .S.t without much edo ftom the mottteni: 
they have ~te.-e4 its main princip1ea, emt 
those even not alwayG correctly,. And l C11m'10t 
~t many of the nlQ.rt.t recent •MaDd.stfl41 t.r::om 
this reproach. for th• moat emazlng stuff b8fl 
'bcaerl proc!uced to t.hel; ~er too .. •• • 20 

lft the thi¥'4 world COtiteltt, the enalys.1s of ~ of produc

tion end the analysis of at"U~lat.lon of different modes of 

p~!on constitute t.wo diotinc:t e.na. import.ant levels of 

comprehension en4 underatend.tno. 

Because. Ke.:rx was tlOtc directly involved ln a'tUdyiftg 

the eoc.t.al forma~lOJ'is of thiJXt wot:14 countries., it MtJ 

cceate4 me.ny conlu$1ons ~ng Manist, scbolera those who 

were look!ng for reedym.ade enswer$ to i:he compl-.. Ptoblem• 

of thtcd WOJ:>W countries. We beve earlier pointed out, 

that l\t.$tor1cal ebat.l'e.otion has its important. tole 1ft 

un4ersten4ing the concret$ IJ'e•l~ties,. 21 Marx hU ';J'i&ua11$ed 

~ ~dency o.f capit&lism to rep~e extensiv.ly inside 



13 

en4 outsicse a detetmtnete $0C.i.al for:matto:n. Wbea f.te.~"X 

posed /the PJ:Oblem in •The C4mtnuatse Manifesto' • ·be c:Ud 

stot reflect on. 'the p.roblen of a,c.ttcu1aUon.. As he vxctei: 

~he bOurgeoisie o.ermot ea.t.st. vi tbout. · 
constantl.y. re-volutdonising the m~te 
of ptOC!uotion an4 thereby the relatiOne o~ 
prcd~lon:t and with them the whole Jrela
tion of eoc.S.ety ••••• eons~t X'$VOlutton.te1t)9 
of pa:oduct:.ion1 · tuU.nter~~UPteCl dtst~ce of 
a11 ~la~ con<U.t.lons, everlasting unce~ 
talnty, en4 agitation dt$t1ngutsh the 
bourgeois epoeb f:om all euller ones. •••·• 
1'he bc:ntrge-oS.si.« • '* •.. uaws ell even t.be · 
most 10Ubar1• nations in'tO c.tvills~ns ••• 
:tt ~1o all nations on pelin of exttnatton •. 
to adopt t;be bow:geois node of pt:Oduct1on.t · 
~ls ~to J.nt..ft)duce What it cella 
cl v1l1&e-Jon 1.ctoo t.he1t: m14st1 1.~. to beCome 
btn..trgeo.la ~lV"etJ• :tn one vera it c:~atee 
e world after 1ts own image,. 22 

. 
In cap1t.al, there J.e pmgre:ssi•o cancreti~e.tton,~ done by 

Merx. The following pesaag.e .ts quite 1llust.fat.1 vru 

'rlle ob$i1acles p.teeen.ted by the 1nt$mGl. . 
eollatty encS ot:genleat!on .of pre-c~,~sp1te11tJt.1ct 
national mode. of production ~ the o:>r.roeJ.ve: 
influence of commerce and str:J.ldnqly 111U.tt'a
ted Ln the int.er-eourae of the EngUsh wJ.'th 
X"t\ia $'#1<1 China. The. broe4 besi.s of the mode 
of p.rodtiCUon he" £s formed by the unity of 
s:na11•.9Cc::tle e;tieulttU:'Ie .an4 bome induet:ey", 'tO 
·wblch in Jnd1e we should ed4 th& fo:tnt o! 
village communities and tore them aptut •~u·.f 
Which ~ $'1 enc1ent int.e~rat.tnq .element. of 
·the unit.y of 1n4U$tr1al and e.g.l'ieu1tua1 
p%041.1Ct!.on. Ar14 eve so thlt.! worlc of 4teso• 
lut.ion pnceeds ft£'i' gradt>.Uly. And st111 mon 
in Chttl~ Where 1t 14!1 t'lOt reA.n..toreed by 41rect 
peli.tical power, 'fhe substential ecot'I.O'lny a4 
aavs.n; tn tlme e.ffot'ded by the association of 
egdeulture with manufaett.lt"e;o p•t \U) $ euubbo.rn 
n•ist.ance to tbe pt:'04ucts of t.he b1Q 11\due.
u::tes, 'WhOse p'"tc:e1t include ~ fauxfreJ.s o~ the 
c1n:ulat1on p~ecese which perva4es them. 23 



Clu$ relation wu pivotal to Hux•s ~alysis of cepitaltsm. 

Marx was try!ng to point. out the effectivit1es of capital 1ft 

different hlstoricel. stages of its growtl'l., Mux bas made it 

clear tha~ dissolution of pre-c:ep!·t.altst. rni.)des was ·no1f. 4epen• 

den't only Oft i!he p:I'011tere:t1on of commercial. activities ana 
on the development of markets. it also 4epend& on the 

J.ntemal structures of pre-eep1t.elist. scclel fozmettons. 

In t.hit:d wotld countries, CEJPitalism by prese~:v1ng u~s law 

of motion !ncorporotes other forms of exploi tatlon. In 

otbe~ wo.rds for tbc hegemony of capitalist mode of p~c

tion, the _sttuct.ure of artioula-tions of different. iftOdes gets 

repxodueed eonts.nuou1.ily. At't1C'~at!on of node$ of p:r:od~n 

does not mean thee aifferent mot1es are !n equJ.l.tb~1Unh There 

is always the dominenc::e o:f one mode of ptoduet1on over o~er 

modes. ln third t.zorld countt'ies. ~ d<:h1d.nance of ceplt&list 

mode ;t.e not merely 4u to eme~enco of markets or commoa1t.y 

prottuetion for ~ge but ptt;lme~ily due to the particulat" 

cl.ess configuration whf.cb ia ecnducive for, the &:nninanett of 

cap1tal1at n»de. Cepitallat mode of pr:oduet.ton esnnot be 

rigbt.ly understood by not c.UstiQguishing tbe • relations of 

pro4uetion • f~ t:he * fcC~e of ~lo1 tat.lon • • 2·4 When 

ce.p1t.a11an 1nt.egretes other pre-e:ep#. ~allst. medea in thisd 

wo~Ul countries, ;S.:t uses . the pl:'e....ac>ltalist fo~rolJ of exploi• 

t.Gtion to its edvant.a.ge. It. employs extra.economlc methods 

of 1$bour ~rultment. It does not. dissolve t.he feudel 

forma of eJCPloi~etion ~ ~~11ses those fotms for: tbe 



Ptoductton of more and more surplus-value.. lt belpa to 

keep A 'msen'e aa:my of lal':lout-1 ).)r ~g t.h& p.roeesa of 

pft)letari.Mleation pertlal. Xt follows that. a enaly~Jl$ 

of the p1:0cess of d&st.wctJ.on of p~ep1tal.lst. 1!104es of 

production must te.ke int:o eecount not only the d.ynedca 

of tho e)Cpende4 rep~tJ.cn ·of cap1 t:el bUt also the 

1ntemal et.:ruetur~ elements of pre-capit.alJ.st mo4&ah · lt 

will ~le ua to p;roC$$d fo~ concsoete enalye:l.e of eR.tou• 

letJ.on of 41tferent ~ of production sn. third world 

countr.tes. 35 

Cepi t.dl4lm has different raee<ia of pre-cap1tal1at 

eeonom1e8. at diffU"e!):t: stages of dtw'el.opment, wbieh u$8$ 

ftom epecifJ.c h1s1:0nea1 Circumstances~: e.g. taw material.a, 

1en4 lab::nu· .... power end. e.t. times of eeooond.c crisis. The 

fOtm J.n wN.ch oap.tteUs. ext!culates with other pre

cap1ceU.&t. tnOetes ®eo not. depen4 me~l.y on economic con• 

di.tton• but aliiO on poUUeol f.tJl4 eultural eond.ltton& of 

pr:e-eap1t.ella~ sodets.ea. Thi-s ·~ clearly 111\J.St.ratea by 

Barbate. sr~6 in <the <:ontext. of Petuvion economy in wbicb 

two Cllffe.rent, .~a$ were art1culated with Spaniab monopoly 

capit-ltem by two diff~ p~cesses. Bredbr has identl• 

fieCl the ideological facto.r tbJ:Ollflb whi.c=h the tribal pop\1• 

1etton has l)ee btought into the embit. of cep1'tal1et produe

tton p.-oeeas 1n Pe~.. :ln the seme win, H~ld Wolpe b6e 

exani.ned thCl tae1a11declogy tn SOuth Aftice vbich wetainec! 

end belped in t.be capitalist. production pmceas,. 2:? 



tJe mtlSt 4e'tel:m1rro the n~'tU.re of th1m *'rla eapi,uelie:m 

to Ul'l<lerst.6!ld = tt) t:he dynsmics of eeonomlo devel.op:nen:t S.o 

tbi.rd. world countries, tU.) .14ent.1fy the clase cont1gw:a. 

t;ion, ena .(£J.1) potenU.eJJ.tL·es of dlfferen~ cl.esae$ 1ft 

ra1a-t1on 'to cap.it.al!em. Growth of tb.U'd world capitalism 

J.s eot a oroan1c one,.. Growth of cepJ.taU.:sm in tb1.td wor:14 

countries l$ mucb motte cc:»mp1•,. unl.tlce the 9~ of eepi• 

t&Usrn in SUiropeen countries. lnterventicn of monopoly 

capital fJ:Om outsiiie is the point of depart.ure for una .... 
st:sndA.ng third world eepitellfJm,. Lenin's theoJY of tmpe.ri• 

a1ian J.e en l.rnpo.rtent aow:ce from whtch a lot many J.deu 

een be. deciphel!'ed fo~ undets~g the devoelopment. oM 

cepltallsm in· thttd ttOrld oountrle$ fl"Cml the vant.eoe potf4 

of scc1t~1 Chenqe. In epite of the polern.tcel ~e ~ng 

Lenit\• Ro~alUM\1\b\u:g antS Bulc'harift, 'theil' ~Y' of Jmperiel• 

ism constitut~ e ~ t.Jra<.U.Uon. Thla ~r-tt<Utlon sbo.ul4 

be atucU.etl ft:om e bEOader perGpeoti ve to ~ the Clcma1rl 

of Manti.am Eot a creatt'tte e,ppUcetion to S.PeQLflo historical 

reaUUM~~t 29 

~· $1gn:S.f1<:&n~ points ot .the tl:'tl41~1on should be 

~aken J.tttO accouniu (1) tend$l\Cf of nonopoly cap1tilltD. to 

~· ))eyc)nti it.e CWft terrtt.oey for the need of eatemal 

ma"ke't$t raw met.ertale end cheep lUOutl ( 11) tt leads t:o 

the penetftltlon of cepitalt.m 1n tl\11'6 world c:ountd.ea r 

(111) it moulds the class $t~ure of t.be i:hit"d worl4 

sociot.ies by conYext.lng t.bose c;ountr1es u fJ.Ppendaqes to 

the 4eveloped eapit.elist COU!ltrie$• 



Peneti"atton of cep1t.al1em in thls:d worl4 counkiu 

hWlt.S In violent flggneslon upon the p.n-cc;1M1ist. 

economy. Ae MeJS wrote 1n t.'be eo-ntmct o£ Zn41at 
,.. 

lt, was t.'he Brit!sb in\M.er who broke up tbe 
Xn<l1an ben41oom .em~ deatmyed ~ spinning · 
\fhael., British JStean and eetence 'UPJ.'OO~
ovet the whole s\tJ:face of ttlndooatan., the 
union J:>at~. eg~iculture and. menufect.urin; 
to4ustdea. 29 

The. desta:ue1::lon of pre-cap1t.a11st. ~was a p~ss by 

whlch proleterienl£ation took place anct by wblc-'h the p~ 

capiteUs't • fot:mS of eaploit.atton' has been 1ncorpoea'ted 

ia the capltel:lat p.lOd.uction peoceas. tao, the di"solution 

of p~ap1~a11et. m<lea· of production to, tbitd wo~:ld cet'Ul'ri:,• 

•iee was selecti-ve end ~e1~30 Development .of cap1~e1is 
in thil!d wr14 c:iunv.tes vet~~ not ~eneous. lt cu:"Gated 

uneven ce;pital1e~ development an4 posed suw::~ure-1 cxms• 

treit\t:.s for an J.ndependetm cep1ta1Lst. dev•lopment. Tbe 

peculiar gi:Otfth of qapJ.W1sm was a tesult of tbe sw:p1Wt 

value being exPOrted f:om third world eountries to 'tbe· metro-
• polis. Pro&Jet.icn. end. accumuletioo of S\U'Plu,.velue vas 

llnked wl th the outa14e social foa:mat!o:ua.. The major deter• · 

m.f.nen.ta of thlz:d wox-14 capi:ta11em vere lying out.side ita 

ISOCial fome.tloft,... Th1s linldng up pz:oaess WG$ fec111tatM 

by so many feotors., 11~e the ~le of tbe colonial t!itata1 
31 

economic pol.tc1es launche4 by the met.zopolis mt4 the %01ta 

of l.deology thtough wtd.ch the t.bil:'d wo.t:'l.d populat.S.On were 

~rough~ into the embit of cepite11st. pi'Odw::tion pmce::Js • 

..rhe fOJ:m$ in which state attacks the pr~~iu1tat modes 

ue elao detezm.lned by the *'llldit.y of the pre<ep:t.iaust. 



modee. i'ha aat.u.re ot cl-.ss ect.ion &l.$0 4etemtcee., ln 

the: context of tb1::4 wo,rld eep1tal1a:n1 .cnle of metebal'l't 

cept'tl.ll bas been st..~sae.d by sc:bctus. it has been: al'g\lecS 

tb.at mucheftt cep1W poaed oostacles on the path of capi• 

taliet. development ic thi-l'd world eountri(iS+ Thi& can be 

cortslde:red as e. phase in the gJtOwt.h ot capitalism. this 

OM onJ.y be ~;stood in the cont.~ o£ domJ.n&tion o£ 

metJ;Opo11ten capitlll Aft thil'd t10r14 countt1es,. ~2 In the 

beginning of c:olonWlsm, colonial powers t.ook the eom;ao1 

01 extract.1~ industries. ~hose were the major sources ,of 

S\li'Plua-v~lu,e. f.or the met%0PQ1J.ten oepital~st. The e;xpott; 

aeccor was di%Getly linlZed. with , tbe metttJpel1tert eapi't41• 33c 

'l'he spec1f1clt,iea of t:M%'4 worl4 cep1 tdi$m led ~ea 
I 

A1e.v1 to aoncopt:ua.u •• it as a l!Jpeei£1o "colonial mode of 

product;J,Qn'. Alavi wz:Ot'O ~- the •cotont.el motte of pro-

4uct.lon • tn the oont.ext of 4evelop.rnent of ca,pS.tali,.. in 

zncuan e;rU!u.ltu~. The debate(!wu l.n1-tiel~ by Daniel 

1'homer and lete:u: on te.ken up by Utse. Patn~lt, Ashok Rudra" 

star:etm CbhQ~padhaya and. Jairue ~j1. Alsvt•& eonceptgal.l• 

satton of 'colontal mode ot prod.uct.ion• emanet.ed £rom hls 

untterstend!rlg of t.he concept; of •mocte of pxodU.etion • 1ft a 

res~ioted &en$e. Alavi bas pointed out the s.pecific1tlee3• 

in the con~s of generalised commodity pro&let.ion, extended 

tepJ!'Oduetlon of eaplt.&l. and o~anie QOtr.poa1t.ion of eap1t•1• 

The general ~ty ps-od\let.1ot1 in tb1t'd world eapit.altam 

was Msart:J.culeted fmm the £fttemal ·social format.f.ol) 8Jid 



vM int~gratea tn.to the metropolitd copit.altsm. nue to 

the link with the metxoPQlls, the accumulation of: cepl'tal 

tel<es place in metmpo11s ~her than 1ft. tbirr3 trl0r14 count• 

.r1es. ~Jhet:her the .apec1f1eit1Gs cf third world oap!teli• 

ne~ ~A concept. Uke 1 CGlon1&.1 mode of pmduc~1on 1 is beyond 

tbe $COl'& fo.r: OTU' diG<.'UBSion. tihat 1s most ift190·tt•t ls to 

avoid an «n.p1ricist read.inq of Mar.c. wa h8.Ve t.r14'.!4 to 

argue that. itl$'teatl of rnald.ng the concept$ m.echan1oel1 we 

must stress on d1alectienl mediations among d1fteren~ P~· 

cesses:~ i.e. mediat.~on oot.ween produet!.on end ctrc:ul.at.ton# 

between pro<!l.uaUon of su.rplus-val.ue end eapi tal eccumula-

. Uon end between production ond .rep~ct..t.on of c:epiteliem. 

When Lenin was .:r:eflect.1Dg upon th• n&tionol llbera• 

t.1on tJI)vetntmttJ in t.bltd wor14 countrien. he was lcold.ng 

from e. perspective of class struggle. 3S In many tbi~ 
world eountrles• indepefidenee b(lca:ne nominal beeawse of 

cont$.cuat1on of eaploJ.t.etJ.on end domination in &ffe~ 

forms. Thil:d World eount.dee felt the etruet.ural pn.sence 

of cap.ttel of devslop&a capitalist. oountn••• After the 

independence. economy of the third world countries is 

faoinq grave er!siG~. There .are ct1Ms 1ft g~h. in indutt

trialJ.satJ.on-. in. baleno.e ·of payments ana tn ~he .lnvetflt:mellt 

of capital tn ~N world countries. Third world~ . 

1e buJ:dened wU:h mas.siw unempkiyment. p.mblfllns, technoloo1ca1 



lnftff1ciency and, Gbove ;alJ.., a pet:sS.atent stagne.tlon,. 

il~atdlng tho prospectB of 1nduetr1al1$11&t1on to third 

trorl<l count:t:ies; the fundtt'rlentel pteposttton held b1 some 

M&t':xiStG that co.pital.J.et development !s not possible Jtl 

t.ni~ world countries. J& It ts 4ue to under.tieVelopmerlt. 

of pz:t)Q.uct!ve forQee. '11\e above propoaitlon :must t:e 

'taken car:ufu11y for -examituat.ion. The dt$pendency theo.

rists hav.l! uied ·1:0 oxplstn i~ b.r po1nUng out. the ~r

d!nab(J po.oiUon of third tt»rld countries in world. capt• 

talist system. on the contre.ey,. these pQsitions, Bill . 

warren is of the opinion that thore is sufficient. deg.tee 

of industrialization .tn t.h1rd world eount.t.les. 31 ·To 

quote Bill warren: 

?:hat the proepects for su.cce&of\11 ce.pitallst 
eeoftOmle 4tWelopment ( !mply:tng in<hlstc-1a11:aat1Qn) 
of a e1gnif1can~ number of major un<lerdevelopetl 
countries, ate quite goodJ that subst.entia1 
progress 1n cep1te.Uet. .tnOustrialtzstion bas 
almady been acbievedt that the ped.od sine~ 
the end of seeon4 ~rld war has been marfkeS 
by a major upsurge 1n cspS.talist social rela.· 
tione end productive forces (especially itlaus•. 
tr1al.Wet.iord .in the t.'td.rill worl4J that in so fC 
es theftt are ob$tael~s t.o 1:his .development. •. 
they origtnet.e DOt 1n current impet"1el!st • 
third world r:eletlonshipsl but. almost entirely 
from the 1nt.omel oontraCU.ct.tons of the tbild 
worl4 itself. 38 

Througb enpirkel obsetvat.ion, · lfJat:ren be& grent.etl 

enough autonomy to tbil:d world eount.rics aa fer os lndus

triali=at.t.on 1s concerned• ltr~>e.ct of foreign cepi ~. to 

uan:en be$ been lessened dUe to polit.tc$1. ·independence of 



41 

tbid WOX"l<l «<unt.rie~. Tbe.re ta $Oiile tJ:Utb in wu~• s 

view regar:41ng ~he S.nteJnttl 00f)tndict1ons inb1b1tint 

1.nctustrieliaatlon ln.· t.h1r4 _,.r-14 counuies, But the ac'f'l

menu of wu~ cormot be token too ear to point old: complete 

S.ndependence of thtr:d wor14 counu1ee f.:om t:be influence of 

world cep1t&U$t syo.tem an4 the :l.nfluenee of mult.lnat101U!ls. 

wen-en baa •J.eved the probleme &om en enptrieal engle.. It 

lacks th$0t:'Y end tireet.km. 2ven the probleme of ceplt&l.l.st. 

developJttent beve Mt ~ edet;Uately ®alt. by the dependency· 

th$Odst.e. 'rhe appi.'D~b that shows eompll;;1t<J 4et.emlnetlcn 

of tbtr<i wor14 et:~onomy by the wo.c-14 eepite11st system casmo·t. 

"be e.ccept.ea. Thft. ~ts that sUppOrt the view that 

c:apt.tallnt:. ift4t.lstr1e.lj.2et1on ts not possible in third world 

countries ar:e similar to the ,$rg'Wnents of 'Nat"®nlks • in 

the context:. of a.uss1a.- An abstxact nodel of capitellst 

aeveloprnent CanttOt. pese the ptoble.u corrf!letly in the 

context ot third ~rl<l countries. 39 
A fJtaUo 41c:hotomf 

~~ •tnteJ:nt\1• $\d • external • wJ.ll not. help ua to 

comprehend the roalltles cor~t1y tn the thlrd world 

context. Bot.h t:he fcet.or• shQu14 be taken into active 

eonsider~t.J.ons. Tbla:d i'Zor1d countrle$ cennot. be J.solat.o4 

from wcrl.ti capita11st system. at.multiJtleously the- specific 

class-st~t.u.re of the third world countries must. be 

understood,. COmp%0mls1ng poat.Uon of the industrial 

bourgeoisie ln relet.lcn to the feudal landlord& end 

metzOpolJ.t.tm capital should be poJ.nte4 out in the context 

of tb1&4 votl4 oountrles. 40 The f30('%1al fol'Ulation of 



po~1on1a1 period 1n which 1ndu&t.r1el. bour:geolsl.e e$& 

to power ~ not a m&ld.no of their ona SQ., !a.· td\1$ 

context, the arUculetion of Qap!t.alist. moae ·Of pi'04Uetion 

with pre-cep1tel1st modea· of p~ucttco serve ae sn.~r

tent ou14e.11ne fo~ our und•rs.ten<U.r~g class-.et.nctmre · ill 
I 

third wo~ld countri.eJt. fte ent,.y of mltlt;J.ne~nal eorpo• 

ri.\tione: in t.l"lll"d wor14 OO'Lll'ltdc& contJt.l~te$ th$ itlsti• 

t.uttonel l'le.s1e o£ dotJ)I.nation by thf! 4eftlope4 cepl t&ltae 

QOuntr1es. ay c;oat.t;Olllnq the woi."Ui m&t:'ket.• multinat1onelll · 

exercise l.nfluE!t'lCe over the crisis rldden economy of t:.b.t.td. 

wor14 ®1.1fttt1ea. 'Jhe \1101:'14 ftnencial oqen1sat1ons sleo 

plt\J' ell import«nt ::ou in. the int.e~sts of de".telo,Ped. 

capttal1st. counu1es. So the pt:Qqremnes of tf'O.rld organ1• 

sations «Jul4 not help · to che.flge the ftlle.t_1on$bip between 

the 4"el.cpe4 end developing CQUI\triee.41 .&c<'>ncm1c cx-iois 

tn tl\ir4 world =untt-ios 1e a p!:Ot\uct of CcS.Pi ~al1$t clase 

etructure 1n wb.lch interests of a .fGW get, ael'Ved. Po11cies 

for 1n4u.atr1a11eetton beCome 'the ben41-wot:'k of ~ c~ltal· 

ist clasa. Xo $O$e <la~Jes, the Geotl()mi.C policies in th1lt! 

world td.nde.:- eep1tnlist. develo~t.42 

The emergence of wo.J:lting c1aa& J.s effected by 

utJ.eu.latlon of diffe~nt. mottes of prodUction .t.n thi!d 

world ®unt.t;.te$• c:tuu:'acter of imll'd world working class 

.1 s not only clete.tmined bi the entculaticm of different. 

mo<les of pt."'tluct!on bUt else due to the dependent natm'e 

of oep1teU::tn in th1r:4 wor14 countries. the. 9¥0wth of an 



urban wortd.nq cle.sa ~s been .tnbi~ted by the penetration 

of monopoly capita~ in thUd "o~rld countries. A free 
' 

wage labOur could. not e.-nerge beeeuse. of th~ ps#'e.ls~e 

of p:r&-cap1telist. foms of ~loi 'tation ln Wrti wo~l4 · 

·aoun.trles:. wor1Unq claea beCame SUbjugated tc cap.ltnlist 

end pte-Capit.alist forrr&J of exploitation. R\iral Un'ka of 

third 1:10rld world.ng class J.s Glso en i.mpcnant feature-.· 

;-:orking Clasa 1n third vo.rld coun:t..w;-!es 1s s:~~pease.nt. 

aftd een~·;rolet.a:!.ant. It bas eff~ the OJ!'9eN.Sational 

capectties of the ~tk.tng clesth sornetlme&, tb~ faotorG 

Uk~ ce.ste_. ethnici t.y end tribalism :at feet the conscd.ous

neaa of the third world working cle.aa •. · The artieulatlon 

of 41fferent modes of p%0&:1.et1on area~ a bete.cogeneoue 

working cless. lt .also effects the polt.Ucel experience 

of thil':'<t. l9CJ:ld world.no class. . Study of third wotld soelt.tl 

formations CM enable u.s to pleee tbe wortung class in the 

tote11~y of class relations. 

At tha end; we e,g&1n ret terata the v&lW ty of 

f'~ancJ.an concept. of close end c~itali:sm wb.teb •111 enable 

to eJq)ldn the com,plex r&&litJ.es of th!JX! lk>rld. Matxien 

concept$ ahou14 be used 1n a dynamic foshion end the t:.~ry 

must. be rlcb enough to ~lain tbe Xl!l·e.litJ.Eis Q! the tb1n'1 

world. 



l To~lity of experiences wi.l.l cont&in the 'conjuncture 
ol class s~le • as well . u •conjtmctu~ of capital• 
ist. Clominat.ion ·• Only bf te.ldng working class e.a 
rcrvo.lutionary 1n a-prior£ fuhf.on cannot :help 'lts to 
atlersten4 the concrete soc1a1 r:eal1t1eo· tn which 
working cl.ua opttrates. 
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Rflfer• A•G• l'.tenk ( 1975) -
c: .tf 

. . 
Bmf:sto t.ee1e.u. •Peutleliam and. Capitnllsm 1n Latin ' 
AmeJ:'iea•. !~tcB Bt~a, ~.67 • 19'1* p,.ao. 
To <NOte Lee: an a ttThe fia:-st surpris!.ng tbln; ls 
'that Erenk tot.e~ly dJ.speneea with telottons of 
production in bts deftniUQn ol copi:tal.irJm end 
feude.Usm. ln $he Ugl'lte of 1:-bt.s. hie earlier 
charaoterlsation of the rel&t1onsh1p betwMrt 
eaplo1ter1\l an4 exploited as the ftmdunen.tel 
COntl'edloUon o! eepitelt,sm ceases to be eo 
puae11ng".• See &mesto Laclan (1971) _. !m1Situ 
P•2S. . 

'Ia quote Bt:emer• •PJ:Oduction foJ: profit v.te 
oa¢b8ftqe w!11 have the sys-emettc effoot of 
flCCUmlllati.on end the development of the 

•••••• 
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prod~iva- fo:ee:s only \then it eJtpress-.& certatn 
epecittc social. ¥ela~iona of pme!uct.ion.- namely 
a eyt.rtem of free wage labOur, wbo.re le.bcur poweJ> 
ls a commoditY' • 

see Robett B~tenne~. *ftle Odg1ft. of Cepi 'talJ.st 
Development - A crt~:lque of Nc•Srdtblam t~sm· • 
:sa. &dt.ammr~ no. lot, July-a'Ug'Ust 1911, 
pp.25•93. -

Regaz:ding the 4ebate ot t:-enn.lh10ft f=n feu®Usm 
to CGp1t&Usrn, nfer• Bodn$7 HJ.lton, !Jle /r ..... 
ift~·fM,!AA491&s.;e. SDR&M&&a, oa-. ·he--; 

'thecuret:J.c$1 4!\bstt-actione Clo not me-M a lllgt.tt, 
fX"'m the ceelm of .re811ties into tbe realm of 
abSUrX1it1ea, AS M$rX wcotet 8 1'1\e prem1$$3 fJ:"Om 
wbtcb we begin ue not. arM t.rorr ooea, not 
deg.ue~ ·bUt- real premises lmm which al>$tl'~ion 
cen onJ.y be made in the !mogl.nation" • 

Ket.-1_ ~ f!@&SA\• vol.llZ• QR~•·" PP•_J3S_•3!4• 
Writing on The Mod•m ~beocy o- -_ lonist\tJ.o"ft*• 
Marx wrote• 
"In We&t.e= Europe. the l10me of ~1i:t1eol __ 
economy t the process of primttl ve et:dUm:Ulnt1on 
1s more or less er:compllshm. Here the 
aopitoltst. regime bas eithel:' dieeet.ly oot\QUGI'Gd 
the whOle doinaia of national pxod-uet&o~# o.-
Wbo%"Et econ:nntc ecn<U.ttons &rG less develope6., t.t; 



at lean, lntU.~tly contJ::Ola those strat.e 
of scoi~ whleb, 1th0ugh. belonging to the 
en~tquate4 mode of p~1on, conunue to 
exist eide by td4e wltb lt · .Ul gre4t)a1 decay•••. 
l't .S.a otbetw1(Je ln the coloni~a. Then -tbe 
cepitaUst. reglme eve~~e comes ifttO collision 
wit.h the: l't9::~1&'tence of the ptoducer• who as 
owner of bltl ~ · conditions of labour., employs 
\that. le})our: to Emrich bi.mself tr&stes4 of i:he 
cep1t.al1st.- The conUedtc'tion between these 
two 41ane'tl'1cally opposed ecollOmiO srst.ema 
hu .tts pr:acttcu Jnenlfestat.!Oll here in the 
atruggle between them., •. 

~ftA• vol.,l (MoSCOWI' P&'Ogli$SS PubUehere~; 
l 4 1 p.1J..6. 

a• Jail'Us aaneji1 °Pot e Theot:Y of· Colonial Mode .of 
PJ:Od\lcti.on•. EPt1, vol.VlJ.. rl0t~~521 2S Dec~ 

· 1912, pp.2c9a:2'!0a. 'ro q\mte · s~aj.lt 

·~life mtW define telationa of ~lo!tatJ.on as the 
partiettlu tor:sn in wbleb surplus is eppropt1&te4 
f.rom direct pJ:Od\lceJ:>a not tbe specific for:m, t.e. 
serf&:mt. *. • Relat~ns of p.l'Oduotlon. en the othet: 
ban4t are the spec1f1o hlatorJ.ce!lll7 &!t.em.t.ned 
fot'l'l\ vtdch pert1culu .teleticms of uploitaUon 
uaume due to ·a cect.eia level of Clevelopment of 
the pt:'Qductive forces, to the pft4omifta.rJce of 
partloular propet:ty toms •• .,, • * .P•2499. . 

25 Maa:x in the co~ of atesolutlcm of pre• 
e&piteli&t modes of px.ouuctton w~toi 

"Ccmmereo, t.hE¢Etfore,. bas e more or letJe dissolv
ing influence eve~ on the pmd.ue1ng organi• 
eo.eion,. nhioh 1t finds at hand an4 whose &fferent 
fotmS eft mdn1y cen1ed on with l;l <dew t.o use 
w.Jlue. · To whet. extent tt. bdogo abOut. • df.&SO• 
lutJ.on of the ola tnO<le of pl'Oduetton ctepen~s on 
1te no11dit.y end internal sttuct:tu:e. Alltl wbit;he~ 
this p:r;ocess of d1s~lut1on will leech in otheso 
t:Orc!St what. new mo<le of p~duction will replace 
t.he o.U,. 4oes not depen4 on commerce, but on the 
chuactu of t.he old mode of p~X>duct1on itself«' • 
P&W. vol .. lll, op.c;:it~, PP•!31•332., 
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,, 

teuan mode· ot n 'fai'Pitansi' mod."'o7UIIf Perlpl"lem 
prodUction (J't"lP) : pzo4uCUon \QltP) I eapitelS.em 

. .. 

(a) Unf~fle labour I 
<1irect producer- in 
possession of 
meens of pro4uc•· 
uon .• 

(a) i'.ree labour• ( 1} (e) As in 
Free of feudel obl1• ow 
gatd.on, (2) 41a-
poseesse4. sepua. 
tion of the p~ucera 
ftom the means of 
pr:odUQition 



!J:thti:rt • __ l!l ,a·u·LlJIIILt,,. .-._,-r'llfS aer·n .. n·r·jf'i ttt .. •-'t rw. ti r:«r-tl.J 

Feuda). moc1e of· pmw ; Capl to.list. MOde ~f : Peripheral 
4uo~ion (I'MP) : P~•lon (c:MP) ~ Cep1ta11sn 

t • 
rrr.· ·_r J .. irc·w··elliEE .,._ .•• ,,,.-., ;(_f_.,, t ···tn· t ttl_ •. .,... :ut_-11·_1 ··pq Jkf t r *"' 

tb) Extr~-.c:o~ 
aomp'11sl.on for
ext.taetkm o« 
(ftUplua.-value 

. (b) _scotlOn:l.tc •coet:cto:n• · tb) Aa 1n 
of the <tlspoesetts• CMP 

(o) Looalised a"t:NC• (o) 
tU#e of powert the 
fu.net.ion of poll• 
tlcel and ecGIJO• 
ml.c power at the 
point, Of ptodtto-
tiOfi•·••• 

e4 ptoducus 

~uaiun of eco-
no.rnS.c (clese) 
power fz:om po.lt. 
tical ( st,ate) . 
powerf creation 
of bt>vu~geo1$ st.&~~. 
etc%• . 

(d) Self•$uffie1ent 
locAl!~ economy. 
•••• 

(4) Oenet'elised COW'QO .. 
4t.t.y pr:oduot.iqJl· 
(labour ~rl· as, 
e oommodity> • 

<e) Simple nproduc.- (e) 
~n Whe-re sq:cp1ue 
1s largely con-
sumed · 

EJCtended i\epzo4uc-. 
tJoa o£ capitol 
and rise in 
otgenio oom,posi• 
tJ.on of ca.plt&l 

(c) Speettic 
co1on1•1 
etxu.ct~ 

(4) Specl.ftc 
colonial 
s~cu.otun 

(e) Spec1f1e· 
colonial 
stwctute 

U.aa Alav1. •str:ucture -o·f Colonial For.netiono" • 
J1Pe:!ft, VOltX'Vl. Annual No., 1981, pp.415-496., 

35 . 'lbe 4ebate- betveen t.enln end f1•N~ Roy is auggestive 
of t.be ·fact t'h.a~ tbe colontal ·quest1«>n was primadly 
a ele.ss que$-tlon. Both have tried to ena.lyee the 
dynamic& of class rel•t.lons in tblrd. wo~l<l countt1••• 
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P"J"abhat Peitnal'k, '*ImperiaUs.-n end ·the Or:cwtb of 
ln41&n Oep1t.alism0 1ft RObin Blackbumf ed;s,., 
!IB&s.IMmr, U!,.l,

1 
S~$1DSS (PengUin Books, 191!) • 



S1'.WClVRB AND POLITICAL .mu?SlU.SNCE OP THIRD tiQ~:U.l WORK%NG 
CLASS 



Jtatw:. en<t w~tt.ftcat.M:n of thlftl wot14 world.ng 

class ce>ntJUtute e setloUa pxobl~!m:atic for the nae.rcb 

oehOlara .el\4 poU.Uo.l actl.Vlsts of th1t:d worl4 eounUtes.1 

some m=nol~s tbQugbt lt p~ure. to apply claaa t-ermi• 

nolo;r to third worl{! w~eameca because ec::onomt.c 

diffennti~tloa ls not. fu Mougll advenced• an4 status 

en4 prestige l1ta$S U$ freq~1lly baSed on fect.ors f»Ct.ra• 

:neous to ntltd:.l4nshtp ~t~ labow:- end ~ltel.2 !fhere 

are acboles, whO tend to see ·t.h:e evolution of Afric_, 

1f0tld.llg claso as slniil&Jr to. th4t of p~letad.et. in c~tt.at .. 

tat eociettes. of Buto»e•' aome. •u~.ta matntaf.D tbat 

ptinctpelly beeftu.se of the tnlgrent. c~aat.er entJ· <ties t:o 

'the land, the Af.I'1CM vo~ker is so diffet<ent Etom bt.s 

oounte:pan In 1ndastr1el.1$N d.Ues that compi.Jdsons 

ere m1s1e.U.n;* if not impoaoibl.e•' 'l'ber:e I$ ao <!oubt 

tnat. tbe ep.er:Lftc neture ol cepJ.~llsm in t.bf.t:d world 

oountt:1.s ~'* ~ dlstinctive t-JOr:ld.q ol.e.ss vlt.h:l.ft a 

dltJUnct>tw eociAl cont.~, This aoee not lea4 tJO ~on 

~he eoncept. oi .oJtld.ng clus• we 9t.J:Ong1y believe tbet 

Marxl.~ D.01;.l.on .of olf)Sa haS enougb flex1b111t1es to 

eaptlu;C'$. t.he ntement$ of epec.iftcit.iea of tbtt:d world 

c:ountr1en.1 1t !& :not t,ne that, e bJlk of pauperisec.t 

po:pulat!t.m coruaut.uw a wrld.ag class as such., They 

onlr c:onst.ttute u t\ clus in re1st1.on to oapttallst.• 

til • det.erml.n.at.e blato.e-ic~ st,age of pJ:Oduetio:n.6 
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Claens eaist. only l.n 'the C.1ass s.~ggl.e. 1 Befcc-e ana• 

lysing coitallsm end clees compoalt.ions 1ti c:epitaltmn, 

Mane: bas dealt with the concepts ltke *e&,pl.tel* en4 

'leb':>v• in e.bst.r:acuonj Refl$Ct1<m on ''cepital' and 

*labOur:' 1n $b&tJ:actJ.on la t.heoret:toally ext•rtor, fcvm 

wbic'h Fte,a tried to explain th$ menner 11\ which •1o.bOUJ> • 

conftonts 'oep1ta1' 1n qep1 teUstn. 

For Merx tbe C!(Jnoept of 'eap.l 'tel* b$8 been developed 

,£~ the concept of 'vetue• and precis-ely the· exchange value 

in an el.reedy develope! aoment. of cit:ct.d.atioth C8p1tel 

he.o been c:oneaptuellsed by Marx, not ss e.~ but as 

a sootal teletJ.on.8 la the irdt!el phase off c:ir:eulatlcn 

(~d.ea ~hanged tor rtJCtHY or ~nay· exchengad for 

ccm:nod1ties>, exchange •al~ poeit:s J.eself, ont:C1: e.s a 

ccnnrnotUt.y $l'l.d1 MOt;her ~ 8$ money. In •cepit.el•,, 

-.change vel~ hes been poslte<S u the unt.ty of «>nn!!Idtty 

ana. money. c•p1t.e.1 does not e:d.st in v~um l:Nt in • 

detemine.t.e society 1ft Which lt 'tl"ies to ~tanaSOJ..tn the 

social relations tot £ts perpetuaticft,., .Jlef'on golrlg to 

discus& how the WO.I'ld.il9 cl•es confmnt$ the cap1taUet, 

f4a=c. hfJS. tU~Pla.lne4 t.b$ eoncept of 'leb>ur-J?Qwer• 1n 

abJt.ract.um. ~ quote kerxt 

Lebour-power 01: eepaclty for is to be UAderstoocl 
the eq;c-egete of tbose mMtsl end physical 
cepa'bUi ties existing in e. human be1ng1 which 
he exerciseD whenever he produces e W$e-
ve1ues of any detJCri.ption. 9 
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lndlvi4uel objectifies hle ovn lebot« to .proauce ~co

diUea. Tbe-seby., he ~eme.liaea the phy&.lca1 ·end mental 

potent.1al1tltee1 while p&.'Oduetng eommo41titm• ln oapttel-. 

ism. 1eb0u::-powet conf~nts. Gap! tb1 ®t ae en equivalent 

exchange but. as e acmmodtt.y. LabOur: power posits as e. 

•,rel\1$ for the eapitel.lst fot thei production of 01.t~P1tts

val~. Cotml041tisatt¢m of labQ·ur poweJ:" beCOmes u.se

•&J.ue fOr the cep1tal1.st; fer valorieaticn of capital 

. an4 for: wcrket J.t end& ln consumption. ~e.bollr·~r of 

the 'W'CU:'ker becomes oxte.;nf.\1 to hS.s object.lve exts:t.ence 

of betng end tt ts manipulete<l by the capt t.el!sts., 10 

'i'bis ltvtng labOur in a. !Otm of c:omnodlty le the eou~e 

cf s~lus-vel'Uf!i for tho capitalist• 

The fundatental co!\d1Uon .of <:on.verttng lebO~ 

power into a (!Ommodi ty ic to take ait,ar ell tlle conat tion$ 

for: t.h.e repro&tct.1Qn of ~w:-power of e: ~rl"..er. WOrker• s 

U vtng la.bcrur in .oep:t tallem :oeeomss n0Jl-<oepoo1f1e., ebt.ttra.ct 

and mech4!Ul1<:al ectt.vtty., 1'1\e exchange between the ._,rker 

and thf!f c$pltaliR ii!ii 4eterm1nea by the neceaslt:.v ot 

cepJ.talist p,rolluction# Wbiob J:eptodueea atruc-t!urel rela

Uonehlp between the wor)(.e,r and ~he ceplt:a11st. The 

velue of loabO~~t as a com-nodtty ls d$toz:min$d by 

1:he necessary labOur t.tmG needed for ltc. l'eP~duet.iorh 

lt. is the rtlPt'OdUQtlon of worker's physical en4 mental 

o~ities. Labour is oot only the use-valua whlcb 



conf..-onte c~it.al bUt,. r&J'ttfjJ: l.t ts the uso-vtt1ue of 

eap1t.al. l.t.self,.'-1 Beceuse l~we.r- .t.e thtt source ct 

S\\.rp1us-ve1'® fOr the capitaU.st.,. other ,e1entmt.e of 

productJ.on like instrument.& ot p!!'OduC'Uon .ue used to 

raiee the pmducUvlty of lebour. Xntrodw:t1on o! 

mac::h1n•s l.nto the pmdtJetJ.on pt:Ocess haS ~be par&6oxlca1 

effeett Ineteed of lcc,;easlno the wages of the workers. 

it replaces 'WOrkers; it:. competes with t.he workers enCl 

reduces the 1$l)0~1d.me neces.tarv for ~epl:OdUcttton of 

wo.turth Amount of eu1;)1us•1eb0w: used to tno.teese by 

~ai.o1ag t.he pJ:QdtA.ct1vtty of cep1ta1 and the wcu;·ker en4 

t 't aenes ee t.he beals fo~ Qt.reat.lon of J!"$ktive surplus.

v61utr.12 wege lebo~ aenes ae 'the pcecond1 tion tor the 

pz:ol1fera~.i.On of! <:E&Pl't!alt "tum wage lcJ:Our C')nf.ronte 

cep.tt.~. .it p~ees esd\enge value for the. cepJ.talist 

(cap1t.el1st as e personificatiOn cf ceplte.l) and on the 

. whole e. &truet.ual nlet.l.Onsbip l.a pi'Oduead between the 

wage la=ur an4 the eepi~ella:t, lt J.a ol11y the wage

lal'Jour wbicb mekes tbe cepitel product! ve at a put.lcular 

stage of e_.,1taliamw11 Whlle MeJrX wu dealing witm the 

devel.o~t of cep.ltlal.S..~ lngl.MCl ser.ved .a a nference 

point. for hlmtt la M .ideal form; capf.te11• oontmnta 

tne p.re~epital..t.at nlet.J.ona of pz:oduct.ion as en ant.it.heets 

ana «lssolves the pt~captt.alis1': for.ns of aplolta'tion 

and. ~:~~tleUons Of pl:Oduet.Aon• Tho p.rocess of disso·lut.J.on, 
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sterta with the pen(9tt"et.£on o:f me"hen~ cap£~. Whtm 

cepitelian ~Q.Ct:a upon. the agt'icultur:e, lt: e¥P£'0Prlate& 

a blllt of popul•~n fJ:Om ~eJ.:c- obj~ve condltlons of 

ext~e.. Th$V become wege-1ebourel:'s• S1mi1erly* people 

enge.ge4 in hend.lcraft.s -en4 in petty mod:es of production 

be~e upt'OOted. fJ:Om tiU!lr meena of JJUbslate.-eCJI oep1ta1• 

J.sm engulfe the entire social being of labOut' Mil E!rilbr~s 

the whOle soc.tety with lts ell perveotve tentecle.&.- From 

this qenerol diseusslon,. w& w!.11 enter lnto the stuiiy of 

spec! fie manners in \fl'l1ch c~i t.e.l confronts lm»ur in 

t.bird world countn••' 

I 

devolop,.."nent 1n third world oountrles., Third t'br14 

cep1tellmn 414 n.Qt enenete beermae cf internal contre

<U.ct1onG within the third world soeis1 foenettone• This 

is e polnt of departuro for undtu:st~ the tlpec1fio1• 

t-ies of third wo;:ld world.ng cloG$• ~e maUve fo<rce of 

thltd ¥3rl<l C$1t.a116m ~Gifted exttt~ri.or due to peOt..ta• 

tJ.cm of monopoly capital fmm outside. Prolflt.erteni~u;rt1on 

1.$ a p10cesa b~{ WhiCh ptQducer 1$ d1 w~ett tl'Om the means 

of p~otion. ~~reby, he become$ the seller of labour

power as a ~ty for h!s rep¥Qduct.1on,. 

~be p=cestt of pt.Ole,arianizet.ton ~ a historieal 

ptoeeas is detetmined. by tbe manne%" capital confronti.t the 

p~ep1 tal1at motles of prodUeUon" In an 1claal ceatb 



capitellttm dissolves ta\e older forms of.' prb$1et~ end 

lel:lour ~ creates e. bulk of wage-l.obc::n.u:-&rs 61J. its 

precondition. lt. 1s not ~l1cobla to thir:d '40t1d count• 

r1es because eapi tall• intf.'Oduced from outstdo f.U.d not. 

41.asol'tfe ~he prc-cs.PtW1R l'r!Odeo of p.roductton totally. 

Rather. lt rest.ruct.ured-~e p~c&P1t.t\ltst ~o b:i 
giv.tng I]CaplteUst eontcmt .tnto it. without d«tst.roying 

t.he fo~. 

in_ Burope dest.ruetl.on of htm41crafto ancl pat.t.y 

modes of pi')4UC'Uon proceeded putp~u wltm· the ebeo:r:p-

t.1on of aispofJed. erttsens 1n la:&'\JE! n~rs ln Ch$ e:nettg-

1ng 1ndlwtr:tes. Ort the contruy, in thl~d wor:l4 count

ries., due to laok of 1n4ustz-1al1eat.1on1 majo~S.tr of upl:'OOtecl 

peasants and a..J!'tf.sens became i,mpovertshett. en4. fall bac'k 

upon the ag.d.c-illture as agrieult:urel. 1ebeurEtrs • Xn the 

case of snglend. ~other EutOpe4!ft cotmt.ries" 'tbe pll'Oces& 

of pm1atarian1eetion. was oomplete in the sense, it 

·resulted ~ complete d.1spoesess1on of the p,eoducers 

f:com tileS.&" means of p.J:Oduetton. on the Q)nt~:OJ:Y1 the 

41earti.cu1at1on of peaoents •<~ ertisG.ils f~ tbe1.r: 

means of production 1ft tbl.%\1 wo~ld countries was not. 

compl~te.. To quote the obser\?etion m&do by Silttl\ 

CO!md.n.tern Conores!H 

The lfOd".J.ng eloss in ~he Q01Qn1es and &ern!.• 
colonies has e~t:ecterietie f~atu:r:es which 
ue important ia thtt fozmetion of an lnd.e
P~ wot:ld.ng cless moveman~ Ctft4. Pl"0-
1eter1en class i.dt»logy tn these count:ries. 
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Tbe great.er pact Of the · eo:lord.$1 pro1~tu.1at. 
comes f.-om the pau.per1eed dlla.ge, yith which 
the tfOrlter retelna Ma connectica even wen. 
engaged in industs:y. xn the major.tt,y of the 
colonies 4w1th the . .XC$l)t.ion of eome ·~ 
industrial town• eueb as BMOb&lt Bombay and 
Cel·O'Ut.t.a, etc •·) we f.ind,. Y 4 g-eriet'el Wle.t 
only tho first generation of a p~ieteriet 
eng~ 1n luoe-ecale produet.ion•••• Tbe. 
ruined utisen,. the anall propeny owner., 
earnes wlth him into t.he workln<J c.lttae the 
na~:row c.raft sentiments end tdeoloUr ~J:Ougb 
which nationalist refctmist infl:f.\enc~ ean 
penettate the colonJ.&l labOwr movement. 1:4 

Ptt>leteri.ent~etion is ·the process bV wtd.cb ~he· t:»n41• 

t.i.oo of t:epJ:Oduc.t&on of a m$.jority ot population i'ft 'th1r4 

wocld eountr1es weC'e ~str1ctet:l. The proeeS$ by wb!eh 

pJ:Qduc•ra were converted. into workers watt not " sta::aight 

outt::.Ome of the penetration of monopoly o.aplt.Gl 1n Vdr:d 

vo~rl4 Q)Uilt.~1es. 1be process wea me41at.ed by state ~ton 

through pOlicies ena tn:rougb ~e institutional st~a 

to exped1atc t.be p!Xleees. 11 ln tbitd world countr1ee: 

major- eo\U'ee of labour supply was tr.a \IP:t:OOted peuants 

alcD9 v1th artd.sens, petty pl;':04ueers end peop.le. from th• 

lowe3t. atarta of tbe society like H&rJ..jana and t.d.bals 

in t.he c:ont.ex~ c.f xnaJ.e. The R«epctt of Royal COm,m.lss:lon 

of Latour (1931)· J.n :tndia att.r:ibUtt\4 the mt.Qtation ftom 

vill$9& to cities to tll.r:ee cal,Uless (il economic pressure~~, 

( U) tbe decay· of village cn:afts, end {:111) trK:s eod.&l 

diee:bilitles of t.he outcefJtes. ~ quot~ f~-n the neportt 

The &:'1 ving force in mlgr&U.on comes elrroat 
entirta~ly f.r:om cne end of· tbe ehenne.l, i-.e. the 
village .a. The industrial ree~t:. ls not 
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p~tel by the lur• of city 11ee or_. eny 
q:reat ambition., ~he elt.y tts such ~- llO 
att~e.et.ion:s to~ him end ·wbft he leaves t.be 
v111ege; be has t10 eJtlb1\1on beyOtld tibet of 
aecunng tbe n&eesalt~es of life,.. rw 
A.n4utJt.rta1 lfOrkere wou14 cemalt\ in. in4ust,ry 
1f they ooula ~"C s\\ftlelent :,fQo4 an4 
clotbtng 1n tile villager 'they an p~ not. 
pull.ad to the city • 16 

While studying p~le~erianij!etJ.cn of pee!!JetltJ.V in Afdc:&~ 

<.U.ovanni · Mrtghi 17 bee tlealt. w1 tb t.'he _pr:ocesa bf Wbich 

w~ge bec:eme a necesstt.y, no~ a 41aont-1on ~o . ., tohe JI)$M&nt.a·. 

P4":r:J.ghi 'has e.l"iticlsed the mod.el qi.ven bf w.A,. Lewis tor 

it$ ine.t.Sequacy .In ~l$1ng p.roletuienlsse.tlon• To 

Lewis, peasents were a1Z.t:nctfJ.a towa~& c~ltalls\ sectot 

for h19b wape without ~Ln.g the E*ffed'live pr:oduot.ion 

1o eubsiotenoe sector• This wee oow the un.llmit.e4 tntpply 

of labOur was enJoyed l>'f the capit,ellst aector. J'ollot11rtg 

the arguments of Lewis" w •J,. Ba.rbet was al.10 ~hui1ln9 on 

hlgb wage-s 1n the cep1 t.alist. sector ard 'periodic ~

gu!sed unanpl.orment' 1n 'the G\\bs1eten<:$ Gectot.,, which 
-, 

prov14ec e:nple re.eaons for Aftd.ctm peesant.s to beeomt 

wage--lelxnu;era in capit..U.st. ~tor• Sn. ~ 1n1t.1al 

phase of 1n4uatr1oltraett.on# peesenta wen .not Hsponstve 

to ~ deroands of the capit&Ust. eectc>Jt it~ R.bod•sS.. 

because of the fact that ~~ptoduct.t.on of the peasent• 

wu •'t by sellt.ng the qdc:u.l~t.l.-a1 pt:Otluct.s 1n t.h* 

markett'hl So. et. that time. lt was a matter of 4t.ec~lon 

on tohe part of the pea•$nt.S to puticipate ln cap1telf.st. 

secto~ f¢r edt\.t,Uonel wages,,, A$ Ard.ghl luls point.ecS ou~ 
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~t. the growtb of rd.n.t.f1(f in4ustt1tta entt. tet:tie.q :ect.i• 

v1Ues witho"* compereble 4e¥el.opmen~ of cep1tel1• itl 

agdcu.lture c.U.saourqed t:he pertictpaUon of Aft!ean 

peaae.nt.s in leboui ~"• lo the be;1nninv.- the ~ 

problen was SQ.lvea by forced wage labOur end t.a1tat.lon 

1n catmc, Wht.cb made the peasant.t.'i aepend~t upon w....,_. 
Sf 1to2f Af.fican people h$4 been exp.:opd.attiC!l f~ 

more t.het'l three ~rs of ell the lands 1n ahode:d.e. an« 
expropt1ated lends WOJ'te!J g.tven t:o tbe PG&tJ$ntG on .rents• 

Giving lend$ on rent. was belpSJJt in keepiftg: ~e level 

of wcges veq low. 'Rhe m()Gt: crucial mechatd.sm b1 which 

Af!doan peasants ~ foi'Ced ttl p~cipate J.n t.be 1e.'1'x>ur 

market. wu br l'eduetnv the· price of t\13r1w1t:uJ:e1 ptot~u.otlh 

It was pcss.lblre due to !nc·~aa• io the qJ:OYth of caab 

oxops bY foreign fal!'mS and cont.J"011ing the muMt: fA 

ftm:tur of the imper1•11sts• As Arr1gb1 hU pointed out 

the inl'ne41et.e effect of the 4.-ast.te &ncr:eat:u~ 1n 'the 

e~fo~price of! Afr1cen partlclpatson in ttte pa:o4w:e 

mark•t:, brou.9ht about a shat:P 1nc:eae6 in t.be pertic1-· 

pa~ion of p$ca&ent.s 1n tbe lebout merket• As e result., 

. the telat..ive J.mpo~ of wage f.!ID\Ploymen't en4 sale of 

pi:Oduee e.G eo'lraes of Aft:1can cash eeml.ngs •• ,reve~se<t. 

~1hile the sale of p10CJuce h&d aecoun~ to~ some '70 per: 

cent of the total <:Mh eerntnqs cf the 1n41genous 

Afdcen populaUon at ~he beginning of flbe present. 

century• .t.t accounted for less t.b.en 20 per cent of such 

ee.rnings in 1932;. 



ln the WU.l ph&$$ of penetntion of! monop.oly 

c~t.tte:L. colon.leer.$ were mainly ~ngage4 itt extre.ct.J.M 

.tnduatrtes, CCJI.'UlU1let1on acU •tUes 6ti4 in the plan~ 

tlon ~conomy., 8y e1Un9' tl\e ces.e ot.udy of PeJ!U.t• 

mines,J. Do W1n419 has sboW the process by WhiCh t.be 

peeoents became wagf!t\l!'leboU~re S.n mines. The p:ooesa 

wee possibl$ 4ue to ~ di vJ.sJ.on of leads into mini• 

fundios tn Perth :tn 'the context Qf lndJ.a1 er.tti$1\ 

1anA-oet.tlemetst policies convonet a large number of 

pea•ants tnto veg~lsbOuret:s.*'9 

Indebtedness ls en itnpQrtent. C4U$e cf ptelet.ule.rd.• 

zet.lon tn third worl4 COUtttr!M• xnaebtedneae .arose &:t• 

to excessive need fO.I' eesb for the paymen .. of taxee bf 

$nell peaaents. smell peU$nt t • 4epen4fmce on. the men&t., 

p~t. of exorcLten~ tues.1c oaab ~need fot cash at 

the time of fa!lu~ of cJ»ps, were the motivet.l;nc;J fact.ot'a 

for indebteanese, This 1ed to the tnter:vent.lcm of mon~· 

1ende~s. ~.oney•lenders bee~ t.htil lal:Our contreetom for 

the imperialists. :ln<t•bte4 ~ple beceme t.hG cheap source 

of lebOur tor the Wustt1es cm4 p1ente.t.,1..()n. t~n of the 

.tndebte<l people eou14 not g~ out of t.bt.s V.S.oious ctl'Ole 

and. w:Jed to nmai:n as w~ll!boura~:s t.b.J:Ou9hout theil" 

lives. In Latin Amer1can context. the system o£ debt: 

lebout: is known es enq&nche systO'tl. ~e pre-capt tellst. 

foxms of recruitment. of workeJts 10 e domlnent feature ttl 

third workt'count.rlea.20 
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The ext.r:~c and extra-mtu:ltet mearu• of OrtJ.,.. 

ai1z1ng the labOur force is one lmpottent featw:e to show 

boW oapit.&Uem f..s benefited l:JY' keop.lng the pre-o&p.ltaltst 

fo~e of exploitation u.nternpena.21 ~he pa:oeess of p~ 
letatianise.tion in third worr14 ·COWt't1r1es is e. hendiwork 

of the eo1on1$1 states. Bee~;mse tbe 4evelopment. of 

cap1t.al1sn b third world countries ia en inorgantc 

phenomenon. 

MOther eruoiel feature cf the pm1et.t\ri.Mla8tiol'1 

process ln third world cc:rantrS.os is that. ifl di4 not lea4 

to complete separation of 1:ho workern from ·their run1 

bases. Rather thero was a mt.Unteinance of the rural 

links. Meintalnance of J:Ure.l Unka mad• tbe source of 

labour re1ct1vely che~r. TMou:gb. this ntal link, 

worker tr:1es to eseepe from tbe ~.ry of faet.ory wot>k. 

Villace proVides e peyehelogicol socu.d.'t'f fOr the vo~re 

•t the time of cUtt;tre&s • ~o c.t..tOte f~ LabOur Oi:Jmad.esi.on 

Report• 

In. sickness en4 s.n matem1t.y* ill. atttkes 
~ in lock-cute"' in unemplOyment end 1n 
old ege, the village home is a ntuge fOt 
many. 22 · 

Rural links sometlr.tttlt& net:d.ct th«t orqplse~t1ona1 c--i

ties of tile workinfJ <:1eso. Growth of a s'table lebOW: 

force was alt'JO obetwat.ed by the tura1 linkS of ~ 

workers• Jt. 1s not an universal prumomeJ"JOn tn thld 

wor14 count.ries. It only prows the 'he't~u.·ogene1ty of 

third wcu;~ld working cless. 



Hete:r:ogenei.y of w.r:a wo:tld. ~tld.ng' o1aas ts 4\le to 

the placement ·Of wo$ers in dlffer-ent eegment.e oi' ptod\tc• 

Uon pmceae.. Those who tq to alebo.tomlae the pJ:Oduetion 
. I . 

ayst.em ini:e c:apltallet en<! pre-cep1teUst., miss. th• 

•tru.otural ~:ela.t1onsb1p involved bet:weeft the twO• Olv!atc~ 

of the pto4\lCtton syat~ into tNO 41sc~e sectcJ"s f.a 

fJ.neor:teet• Dusl1$t c:onoept.ion cannot conceptu•liae the 

structuml pet"siatenoe of unorgan1~ workers in ~h!t\'1 

wor.ltl• ln th.lrd world oount:d.~E.J1 while the emdl•sc&le 

ptod®Uons am eubOrd1tJate4 .in venous •va to big 

eaplt.eUsct productS.orlf ~1»" pEt:rslstence 1e Gn$\1~ . ., 

t:.ht! interests of blg c:epttal t.tself. an4. by the -.t"Ue~ 

o·f markets, J.n pa#ticulu. 

:Due to the penftratJ.on of monopoly oap.lt.al en4 low 

level of indU$tria1icauon, the at'Chaf.c ~" of pl'O&le

tlon vas preserved. a.e an e4ju..'lct. to begemonio cap1 tall at 

level of ;productiorh~ ~18 pS'OCetRs reau1te4 in mtnoxolty 

of lsb:)ur force i'IQ.t:ld.ng .in $$le.ct.1ve industries .ana a 

bulk of worker$ a& m eppen.d~ of hegemonic. level of 

production, The object! ve pOsition of! the worlt!l'lt;-J .ln. 

• pett)t eommodi\y produetlon •23 must be 14entlf'le4 lrl 

order to understand the speotf1cit1es o.f thiea wo.r;l\1 

working clae~h The category of "petty p~tion t ts 

used l:fy· Gerq es r:J,. a en J.ntent.ionally vague tetm covet:"1ng 

these units of pZ'Oduction ;~hich fl)Clets at the mervin of 
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the eapiWiat maae of ptiO&tcttoa bu~ which et!e n.e~~th.eless 

int.eg~:ated into it•.14 tie co:ntr:ests tdth tht~.t,. t:.ha loan. 

o.f • small capi t$liet productiOn • consUtuh4 principally 

by petty pxo4ucer units an4 the •c~tallst pi.*Oduotion• 

which is rtonopolie'tlc M4 subjected to fore1go control• 

sentos us~ the teen *upper c1rcult.' d Get:q•s 'o8Pit.a11st 

production • end the ter:m 'lower c.t.rcu1t • is desc,dbed as 

the unit., outsi4e ·the upper c1rcu1~.2S OuijMO eons!.4er-e 

thet Let~ American eoonomtest. tliez:o 1s a hegemonlc 

monopo11st1c level. o_f p.C'Qduction and .e level of compet.ltl.ve 

c&Pital1$n Whleb 's generally itt decUn• ·.as it.s muketa 

are invaded by the hegEmOnic J.ove11 but !t. ls stlll eblEl 

to pe:-s.1st to a cort.eln 4GgrGEht The third level. 1s the 

•mtU:gil\al pole'• 410 quote auJJano• 

• • • ;a level of eet1 v1 ties end mochenlem.s of 
eoonomlo otgenlaatJ.on, vh10h ere cont1nuellJ· 
1o!Jin9 the poss1b1Uty of inereae1ng capita 
ace\WUlaUon and which tend$ to expan4 8M 
become 4lf!ferent1e~• e.rt!oanry ot! 90¢ds end 
semeon~ petty comm&rce of goode end semees 
(etc.) .. •., • ~b!.-s depressed level of eeonom, 
contelna a complex ~h~teristl<: occupat..t.e>ns, , 
of rnecheni$1nS for 'thei:t: orgenlsat.ion, t.hat 1• 
labOur- relation, whtdb a" not. of the &':lm1:ftar1t: 
fom&tion end the 4oftn1ng element is p.rElaisely 
the lack of st.e.b:le -access to baste coesource• · 
•• p%'0duct!on .nt.<:h aerve -.~ tloml.rumt. 10\fels. 26 

Pot Ouijano unlike menr othet wtitets on l.ratin Amerlean 

cities. •marg1nol1eatlon' s:efea:-s to e. ptoeess rather then 

e. $.1mple doscript.1ve term-.. Per him •margtn&1.1sed labour 

fo.:c:e• la tr!Ot-e ac.'lequet• to exp1ni.n the 'UnOrc]enls.eCS workers*· 

thmt the concep-t • reserve ermr of labOur' used by Marx. 



The sector of petty rno4e of pl'OduetJ.on is l~ 

.i.nteru.i1ve 4ue to leek of technological <! .. e1opment., aiftr• 

dti.et! basis of works, leek of a~rity of worker••· et.c. 

lt; doea not.. M.ve e.ceese to the dominant needs ol p~dUCtA.on. 

e.nrn1..,- and <kfl'ey have used t.be categoty of •eesual peat* 

to eJ;Jl.ein !he votkera S.n ehia sector. Fo\1¥' types cf 

t;!aeual wo.r:k hee baa 1dent.lf$ed Ulce.a (t) tihort-t.tnm W'8\fe 

wrlt., (U) dlagnlsed ve.ge workt tiii) dependent self• 

empl.o:Ym&nt1 e.n<t tt:d true self-rernplOyment;.. To quoi:e a 
paaaagea 

we lt'l$llfWG t.net. the pJOce,as of 'p~u;i,ph$tel' 
or 'dependent' capitalist develop:nent eft 
por:t1culu1y pxone t.o pv:>mote the orowth of 
ver.~ e\lbst.ent1el casual 1ebour force" end in 
many cases~ to· qtelu~lly destabilis& that 
lat~Gur fOrce ptodud.nq AtJ increasing degree 
of J.n-.cur.t.ty of wcu:k oppcRuniUes ana 
1natab115.ty of inccme fo: the majority of 
popUlaUOtb 21 

La'tlo\u" merkots of ~se tfOrkers ere not isolated f~ the 

ebOYe ell deter.ninatJ.on of t:OP1t.a11sm in thi!!tl wo.-ld. count•· 

rioa. ~t'U"eby the •aualist labour system• 1a untenable 

bf 1!t1JY mom'lS• 28 If the l..abour f<>re~ :1n "he 'petty r.ode 

of p%0duction • is heterogeneou.s then Whet 1a the· <~et;ree 

of solide::1t.y emont th«n'J i'he~e ts no &>Ubt that. certain 

objective constrdftts era reoponstble for thoir 6.1eun1'ty. 

'rhe mtgx:ent character of the workers,. 'th<d.r attachment. to 

tt'e<l1 t1onal values and c:ompeti tion f<'>:r: etl\Ploytntmts en 

certein majot oonstra1nt.9 aeting upon tbi:rd vorld uork~o 

clast'• It. ls not to er~ tbe,t they cannot. eet in a 



¥$WlutionetY te.sbj()n• tt is else inconect to assume 

ithat uncu.·oentaea wor:t:.e""s ·Vt'f inherently t'eVOlutJ.oneriett• 

The unity eelft be for9ed on the basis of theit common 

e•erienoee. · The~ is also a nee4 foJ' conaret$ polltJ.cal 

pt'\Qgt"emtnCS to bring abOut eolidarlt.y attOnO d:if.ferent 

ql!oUpa o.f wos-kers • 

The migrant cheract.er of lebO~ force tn 'third world 

oountriea is not pnly the p~dUct of uneven capit.al.i&t 

4ew:loPt'neftt. but. eleo tlle produ<.:tt. o£ the ea:tlcu1e,t1on of 

capite.list w1th p~te-capi~l.$-st: rno4es of Pl'OdU.ctton. 

Lebaur:ers wore primarily drawn ft:Om distant places 'thl.ough 

.labout contractors. The difference between the free wage 

l.t!lbOur and slavety 1s ver:y marginal Ln the context. of 

tn1rd wot:ld. Extraet10n of • absolute suX');>lus.value' was 

tht! prodominant fom for the extrectlou of su.rplus•valW!• 

lt. was by ltmgtl"u~n1n9 the \40rking~e.y with constant. supeJ:'• 

v1d.on1 suxplue-vc1UG was extractea. With We inU'o«uct1ott 

of machines, workers became eppend:ages to the machines. 

Tboy livo 1n tbe r.d:.ast of pollution. Workers used to 

live through e stow pr;ocees of death. Deeth overpowers 

them untimely. 

the con&Uons of female wor:kers and child latcuJ: 

were moz:e tragic in the i.n.ttial phaee. of eep1ta.l1sm. In 

th1t:6 world; female labour and child lewut were use4 as 



means to ~:educe the cost. of production beCause t-heir 

labour wu very c."':teap. vemate wo.r:'ke.-s end cntld~ in 

ttd.J:d wor:14 aountdea Uve 1n miserable condltlon~,. 

B'emela workete become p,J"'s'1 t.utea 1n ~ night ~~ and 

wcr:ke.ra 1n the deY u-. Pre--cf1P1ta1!et. !Oms of $xplol

t.atton in tblrd world makes t.be elt.uation worse. WOt'kers 

are oxp1o1tett ttu»u;h e.oonomta p well as eat.ra-ecanomic 

tttfums. Whe't the third world •.:u:icln.g c:1aa$ needs is, a 
revolut.kn'U\ty struggl-e,. wl\1dh cen integrate thflil' objet> 

eive experiences an4 eepirat:lons. 

Poltt1ca1 elq)erienoes of -thtra worl4 wo:r:ld.no clase 

ceilnot. beJ. pte-determln$.1. by e.n.y theo., Wbetsoever. Poll• 
.. 

tical expe.-ience of thJ.Iid world worldng clt;ts& ls not a 

theological expe.-lence whiCh dawns in ~ m.t.nds of i!he. 

workes;s aut.oma.tlcally. but. it gmws out. from ~he.lr :rela

ttonshlp vitm 40mf.nant cles.ea. Poll tJ.cal eJCPerlm'lce 

eomea out of cen&!n delJ.beJ:"et.e ev·e1uatton of~ ~le• 

tA.onahiPS• 1'he rt.d.n.ous effects of ooloni&lJ.am W&nl felt 

bf t.hlr4 wot14 wrld.ng class. 'tll,e ect. of expropriatlot\ 

vas oppos~ by m11Uone of peaeants artd U!bale in tn<U.e. 

But., tt wee leG$ e.niw1~. 'there were no Of:\lM1sed 

e.xpresslons. Gte4ua11y• workers tried to enalyae 'the 

objeaU ve at.tuations 1ft which they hea been plaoed b!{ 

th$ &mperttlUst pottet$• Xt was not. tbe povertY en4 



4.tseeaes elon• that f:l'aetuted the mind's of the workers. 

bU't the 'WOR itself $.n a. dtfferent enVimnment. ManY 

mamoriea fad• acept that of the los& .fJf MY felt.. col\es.lon 

io 1:ne conacnit.y. It manifested 1c spora<lic con.ftonta

tlon bet.ween the wrket& end the capl te11stth: Working 
-

class coofrontetton is a gradual process. $'a quote 

S~l Sent 

The stft991• e;e.lrutt lmperiali$11 thu objeel1ve.1y 
t~ea .. the PI!'LrneJ:Y tMk o£ tndien p_,letari~ 

· althOugh this realization d14 not. come to them 
J.t\stentlleouslr • ftle'Y had· t.o traver,e a compe
rati vely long path thmuqb numerous economic 
Gt.IUWlO$ before ~ey got imbued with thiS 
pol1Uee1 COMQ!ousneas. 29 

sen nes 41v14ed. ~ uorldng class movement! tn India 1ft 

four 'bJ:Oed pht\aes• the firet phase fr:om 1850•190.0 •• the 

1riceptJ.on of the woZ"klng cleas mov~tu the aeeond phase 

fs:om ltot-191.4 witnessed the fo.J:matlve pe.:-J.oO. of t.r:ade 

union movament.B, :from 1915 w 194'7 u the phase of 4evt!Jlop--

1cg· ~e union. consciou&nf;I~JS u4 the final pba$.8 1$ 1me 

Pl'esent pbese of orgeni.sseil work.tng clus movements. In 
' 

the ird.tlal phase of wdtlng class movement,a, st.r!'kes 

usea to be l.OOMly O"'Jenitte<l en4 sbort-1ive4,. &ven 

aymbOllc prot~sts ~Ge<i to bo orgeni.eed 11ke mass refu.sel 

to work._ 1.\etween the yeu 1892 end 1890, there tter& 

twentyftve sut'kete recorded tn d1He~cnt factories of 

.eombay end M&d.ns.30 1lbe unorgen1sed J;u:otests.~houoh 
s"ffere4 from nu«M economic interest.s en4 restricted 



political persp~t.:tve; Getve4 es t.b& beg.inning of tome• 

t101\a of vade: unions ln th11'4 world count.rles. :&i 

Pri.o.r to the fo~:tnetlo:l) of ~ unlotis, •tt~et"S 

11e#e or<;Jani.eJ.ng tbemselws 'thl.'riu;b 41ff.e.l:'ellt. soctaJ .I.U\4. · 

cultur-tll groups- In Chile., working clesses were crqenl'etnv 

t.hems.,l'Wl!s t.htougb •mut.ue.lls~ societies' em1 'te$lStenc• 

s~o1et1•s' towa~cb.t tibe eft4 of 191\h cent.uw. 'rhlougb t.M 

objectives were very mueb liml~ s~l11 working class 

leer.ned & lot menr things ~ these o~eni•atlona. 
' . 

WoJ:ld.ng class leamecS the i>XOCess of 4t"ti.culatinq thet.r' 

d.$man4e. lt ta evnt!4 emong the echolu& t.hat fo.cmatlofl 

of working class conse!cwmess took a lonq ~ in 1J;bUd 

wo~ld countries. Factors Uke caste., ethrd.e!~f end 

reliqiCJa plGy e subst.antl&.l ml• 1n the mtnds of. the 
' -

voz-ltere. Th1M No~ld worldng. class -expertencea manifold 

etmstr~nte as feu:- as: the 4evrtJlopmen• of c;1ess-consciousneset 

J.s concerned.. WOr:ld.n9 clt'Jn~ eo.nsclbusn•se emmot be 

determl>ned meehenic:ally. AS Dlpesh ~~ebllrty po1:nte4 

SUcb an •·tnst;incUve~ "View of clasa 
conec.loueness • e. .class consciousness 
t.'tU!l~ swnt:aneouslr mr.n~.1t ~ the 
objective position of t'he pr;ol.e.tu.S.at 
1t.Ge1f can only be a hlatoJ:1oa1. lt. 
~t.a b1 sepe&at.lng the concrete histoQt 
Of labo"U:I' fJ:Om tM COI'lC.Pt.$ h1Sto¥'f Of 
cep1tal, !2 
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Durit'lg 19209# tr&Ae union movement in Xridle was , gaintng 

momentum. t:.eatlers of trade union mowment.s were c"ra't.l

tng from a m:oa«•t perspectJ.ve. Trade unlef'1& became the 

maln !nstt'U.l't'lent of world.ng: cla&s struggle not only 

et;BJ.nst. eeoncml.c explo.tte.tion. but ~lso oga1nst the 

colonial domination. ln tbe tbtrd worW oeunt:nea, ptior 

to independence* t~r&de unions. were badll~ th1G breeder 

pe!Tspecuve. It 1e ~IY difficult to generalise t.he 

t.nde Qldon movements in thil.'d worlct. After :1ndepen

denc$, J:Ole of tra40 unions have been ehantJed• Trad~;t 

union movmeents ente:ed ln'tO ~· 41fferent. h1Stot"1ea1 

COt\jUYJCta'e~ 

A~ veriet-y' of U~~r:atur:e Uleta today ln 

reg&t.'d to t.re4e union movements,. which la derived ftom 

Marxlat•Lenin.tst s~holanh!p,. aut theta tu\8 never 

eldsuetl a single utU!lltl'b1guoua theoq of tr:ede unions. SJ 

Hwl&n w.:.t. tes t.bat.. the stlat.ing interpAt.etlon on trede 

unloniem l'Of1ects 41alectica11Y two opposlte views vie. 

'opUmi&t.!c lntex:pretst.!on '"' vhich reeoqnlseo a revolu• 

tionary potentJ.&1 b uade union. acti vif!l' pet t:hCi! 

• pessimistic: inurpretetion • which rnairJ.ulns the,t trsde 

un!Qn activity does not in i~self p.conot., any et:tltu4e· 

for t.l'l$ t:J:MlJ.fO::matiori of cspJ.tallst society. In 

cep1te.11at .accleties., work!nta class• a protest. aqeiftst 

oapit.al1srn is carried thzough. A trade union hes a 

duel eharaotet', Xt. develope th:mugh oonst.ent stJ;Ugqle 
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ddt as e dynentie atstetliCG it. retlfiea the "fSteah 

Non-Ma:md.sts trea- ~r-ad..., unlon. as en tnstitu~n for 

stable lndust~:lal te1'i\t1ons. Polntlnt out t.be llmlte

tlons of trade uniord.sm, Mux wrote• 
we11 

1'ra4e unions wcu.-l¢LlUJ centres of res1stenco 
a.gd.nat. t.lle. enca:oe.ohment. of eepltel. They 
fell pel:"t.lally from en tnj'uclioJ.ous use of 
power.. They· fail get'le~:ally f.-:om. limiting 
themselves to a gu.erUla war egal.natc the 
effects of ·the exiaUng systet'llt inste·e.d. of 
simultesn«tusly t.rytng to Change it. SnsteaS 
of ua1og ttus1a:"' crganitJed forces as G levet: 
foJ" the final mencipaUon cf t.he wo~ 
classJ tllat 1e to' say 'tl\9. ulUnu$te aboUtton. 
of the wege Sf$tem. )4 

Lenin be$ also pointed out t.bO llml tetJ.on of t,rede union 

consciousness ~ the working class end f!!.tnPhas1se4 ·the 

need for t.rede union movetnent:.& ftom ~ perspective of 

radical ooclal Change. Homnvor ltmlted e. trade un!cn 

novement mq be, it brings eo114er1'tf emong worke.rs. 

T.r:a4e \Ulloa movement is definl tely a class express toll .• 

SchOlar• U'ke l?eft:)n, Debray h&ve detlted tbe ~1evenc~ 

of ttade union. movement. in tbtrd _,~:14 oountde:Eh To 

them trot'te tmlon rept:esenu the in-te"s'te of privileged 

WOE"kere 1D t'hil!\t world. ?:'o them, tta4e UfttOD movements 

1ft tbll:d world .ar,:e 01\ly er;,ncern$4 with refo.rms but not wlth 

revclut.J.on.. 'rhe priVileged g:cup of .orkel'S conei:it.ut.e 

tme •.l~ur ui&t.t.:tcree,.• .,as Atr1;h1 has. pointet!l o~ 

the.t, w1th the advent of «:»1onia11sm. colonial state 

fostered e big'b paid 1eb:>ur for<:e those who were sktlled 

~a urbanised 1n t.bitd wo~l4 countries.. TO quote 



'' 
It. is. ~he discr:et:ionary eotl~OD of 
this clus wblch o.bsor:b$ a dgn1£1<:ant. 
p~portioD of the surplU$ pro4uce4 t.n tbe 
money ecot1f)l'ny • !G 

While t:ecOJ'l&14ering the 'lacour srist:Oc~• thesis, 

Sehl37 has trle4 to po!ft:t; out the uti.1J.ty of the theGis., 

lt cen exple.lfl ~ aequ.iescence of the pri.Vileqed wor:Jcera 

.1n ~'tirtl worl~ to eome extent. \1h1le exerntning the 

t;h(')sie 1n the context of Nigeria, Add-an Peace wrotet 

1n my view. the labour ertstocracy thesis, 
widely eeeepted es it 1&, ~.resents a serious 
'bar:tiet to en accurate un4erstandS.ng of the· 
pre3ent:. lana probably fu~ure) responses of 
Lago& wage eamers to tbelr class position. !8 

t.ahOur et1stoo.r:acy the$1a h&s 11mited trUth to ps:ojee't,. 

aut the polltJ.oe.l conclusions dert.vcd fmm t-he thee1s 

cannot be aceept.e<J.. 

After discussing veriou• aspects of thil(l world 

wotking clatJs, "" h&w come back to the quest.icn posetl 

J.n the beg1M1tl9• bow to define thil'd wotld working cl.essl 

DO the spec!.ficit.S..ea of t.b1rd world 1t0rkin9 cletJa COMpel 

us to loo'k for a ttew definitJ.onJ We st.ro~qly feel that. 

re<Ief1n1t1on of thJ.ni worl4 wos-klng class tloos not serve 

as e qualit•t.tve bre•k with t.'he clua1ea1 Me.nd.tui de£1• . 
ni don o£ working elees. Robtn Ooheft39 hea argued for 

a 'bi'O~r def1n1tJ.on of 'Chir4 worl4 worldn9 cles~h 



A dgid 4eftnttlon of wo~nw clus c&l'lnot grapple with. 

the specif1Q features of t.hi~ world -wrkint; class. 1'o 

Cohett• thi.m world working class 1e eemi.•pxoletuiM 

en4 $Emi•peas~t. COhen \faG e.rfl'ling ftom en engle of 

revolutioneJ:F prdle in tb11\t world., roa: that.. Ccheh 

!'!e.G gone to the extent of Ln¢lud1ng emigrant; \!IOrkera 1n 

metropo1le in third world w.:u:Jd.ng clatUh 

Por M~ 1dent1f.f.eet.1on of wodd.no alu$ wu nla• 

t.tve.ly UDPrc>blem&tic. The ~t:ldog elus bas been tcten• 

t1fted with .tndust.d.al or factory p~letarlet,.. 1ft the 

Lealniet ttad.1tion, the proble."nf!ltie of ident.if1cat1on 

of wodd.ng clnss has :been posed ln the x·ealm of t:e'VQ1u

t1onary s.t.l!'Ugqle. The inadeQ.uacy of c1&Ss1cal definJ.tton 

of .wrklng ola$e b8$ been. f$lt. 1:J1 the aeholers- work1rtq 

on· third worl4 working class. fhe 'bto~4 daftnit!.on 

convatJ.onally t~s worktng cluE) .as being ~$Gid cf 

all those, who sell theJ.t: labout" power. \thus, it embraces 

.ell wage-earner~· The str~t.egf.c que4t1on that flows from 

e •:oroea• ClefiniUon, focuasea et.t.ention: on. tbtt question 

of unity of the worklno class. Xt. does not foc:tl$ Ufi!bt 

on different ~ents of tmlrd. wo.r:ld WQ.rklng Clla&t• 

Hotiever. such a *bmed' <llef.tn.ttion is not withoutl 

problema. To· t.t111ae the 'ing:lo e:r:lH.rion af w•p· · embreees 

t4eet.!Ons of peoplet wh!ch eveq P011 U.cd inst;.J.not maltt>a 

us reject •s members of world.ng olassl sel'd.or manavenmnt. 



,. 
offio1a1s, millt.au:y pursonnel ana leadlug etete func

t.ionaties ere obvious 4!Jxemples. In this con~ext.t 'labour 

iJr.f.stoc.-acy • thesis throws acme light.. But tt cermot be 

the alternative, 

The nermw 4efJ.n1 Uon of wrk1ng: class 1'1$$ epec1• 

tied the produet&v. 1ebeu~s as workers. Xn this context., 

'the 4ef.tn1~1oft hu . ._ posed 1a a different. po11t1cal 

perspective. N1eo& Poulantzae, 40 1n ·the context of advanced 

capitalist countr!e$, bas g1VM a natt'O\l1 4ef1nJ.tion of 

vcu:king elU!h To .Poulentf;QS, e'U'$tY' wage earner 18 not 

n wcu:ker. He has takeD the erJ.t.er.ton ot. 'p.roducUve 

labowr' to define wotld.ng: class. *J?roduc:tive 1e;bour1 

pz:oduees sw:plus•velue directly tor the cep1 tal.ist.s. 

Th!.e crit.et"ion hen men7 ltmi taUone. It. excluaes a lot 

m~ un-organ!$ed. workers of thtrd world fxcm working 

c14ss. 'l'btcugh e nat'row def.t.o.tUon of world.nQ cletls. we 

cermot tc!entify a lerm cumber of unorgan.teed workers·• 

SOmetimes. seboler:s t$= tmem es Lumpen•pmletarte.t end 

•pmto-proleteriet' • 1n the conte'lt of LaUn Amedeen 

count~:ics. Outjeno41 bes ueed the· concept of •m(u:g1na11 .... 

sed latou:- force• to identify t.he w:ben poe>Jra The 

concluaion 1s 1nesc:epable that a nurow definition of 

w~rkino cless wiU not: be ·adequate 1n the context. of 

tht~Xi wotld taJOtld.ng class.. ~naln specific features 

of third world vorklng class should be give~t edequa~ 

sttent1on. Rural .Utdcs of third: world woddnq class ougbt 



\0 be placed .Ia e .rJ.gbt pOl!ticel pe~spoctive. . ~he 

process of proloter1en19&tion 1n third tfOJJ'ld countries 

shOuld be token sedous1y. 

WOZ,"ld.ng ¢la$S CabnOt be de,tned alone· by ~m1c 

crt t.eria. The pOll tied. ana J.deol.og1ca1 detel!'mloett.lone 

of tht:'d \10r1Cl wol'k~\l cleas must be studied set1ously. 

we have only U1ed to project different views on t.bll:\1 

world 1110rld.ng clO.S$• lt. ls quite pr.~matuft on out: part 

to give a concr:ete. 4ef.t.nit1on· ot tJtltd .o.r1a woll'le1.fto cless 

at t.his st~. ~ 1dent1f1eatJ.on of th1S'd wor14 \ltOrld.no 

clesa eltilr.IOt· be rega.tde4 c.a e::~ theoretical ex~rc1t~e 

e"elustvely. lt: 1e profOundly e po11t.1cal quest.lott that 

goes to t.be vew heatt of the fCJ:me.tiors of a J:(!VOl~onarr 

sttategr to tbi~ worla. Unf. ty among tb• workers l$ ne\ter 

straight for:w&rd• It 1s n&Ver eutomnt.tc. Po11t1c.e m.U&

t.es and t'letend.nes the unity bt WblOb th1~ wrl4 •~king 

elesa can fig~ agetnst oap.ltel.St:e. lt: vllt be a fl~ 

for millions. Xt. will be e. $0C!ety of their own melclng •. 
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•• 'beet. t.h.l~ worl4 workJ.n9 clue as · e pao'b1f!lUlat1c. 
Xt. :ta 4~finit:e1y a pOir.tt of deperture. ay this, 
over-simplS.flcetions of thf.m wor14 worldftfl clue 
ean be awltl$4,. tt 1s tbe preeomU Uon for a 
el'eative app1icetion of Maruen concepts 1n t.hir4 
wc:u~14 O.Ount.t;1es. Thus, it will make the studY of 
tbb'd vr.u:-16 world.nu class more ~.tgorous end 
creative. 

I'Or Wlderstendlu9 the 8001&1 end econond.o phenomena, 
theoretical absttG.CtSons an quite noeesaarr• 
Prtncipl.e of l1neet" causa11t.y et.anda l'edun4e.nt. 
t'be ~elatiansbip between ebstrectJ.on art4 concre
t1eat.ion la dJ.l!1ecttca1. 'rhec>retical ebatnctions 
help us to understen4 the 1nv1elble soclo•eaonomic 
P#'OC$S$CUh 

To quot.e ~G* 

• SOC1$\y doea not:. consist. of i~viduals, but. 
expressea the sum of' Lnte:rre1at.lon8, t.he relation 
witl\J.n which the&e &.n41v.tdu&l.s etemt. As if 
someone were to say• ®tm fa:om the. perspective 
of eoc1et.y. ·the~ ere no a1aves end no cJ.Uetmtu 
both .ere human beings. Rather. -hey ere out.sUie 
thet alClQ't:r• To be slave; ~ be a· citS.een an 
soclal. chataeter1st1cs • .relation$ betveen human 
being& A end a. Human beiriq A, as sucht is not. 
a eleve. Me la a slave tn and through society"• 
~&Ill• (PenGUin, 1973), p.2&S. 
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Marx hes criticised Adem S(ni'tb fo~ his treatment 
of capital a a thing ~not ee a relation., fo 
Adam Smith, •OtWJ.tal ls eccumul~ted labour" to 
whiCh Merx replie4• 

•captt.e.l 1a not e sttnple r:oletion, but a pcoaesa. 
1n whose varlou momenta it. is always capital. 
'l'hi$ p~cess thet'fJfore to be 4eveJcpea.. A1nady 
.ln eccamuleted le!'JotU.", something has Sll19eked lD 
~e1 1n lts &$Sent1al dbe~eristie~ lt 
shoutcs be metely objecti fled latout, 1ft whiCh, 
howevt'i.:r. a oertein amount of lebour la accumulated. 
But accumul-ated laboul!' elnady comprises $ 
quantity of objects in which 1eb:)ur J.s l"f!alteed". 
am~~~~· s:e•sJ.t., p.2se. 

To quote Marx• 

•Tbla living labour existing ell en abstraction 
fJrOm t.heee momenta o£ its act.uu reality (a1•o 
not value) t tbia complet.e daU4et1on1 purely 
subjective existence of labour; stripped of all 
objectivity•. 
9£!:!d.£1.S§f!# OJ!eS.f;t;.u ,pp.295-•296-

11 When worker: exchanges his le.t»u with t.he 
eap1 tal1st1 it !a the allen leb:>ur wb1ch confmnte 
the workeli end the 11 vtng labout ia the pa:-a
supposition for the capit.e-1. It J.a being appro
priated and set ill moUoo 1ft the pi:Oduet.t.on 
p.roc::ess by capital.. .The exchange of l~ur ls 
predetermined by the need for reproduction of 
the wot:)(e.r end tor &elf-a'Ug'll~Mtatlo.n of thit 
~spital. 



.,, 

12 Hux has d1$~1ngu1shad two foc:ns of S:uq>1ue
ve1ue. extraeted in 41ffe~nt stages of 
capitalist pl'Oduct.1on process. lt. is the 
• absolut;e s~J.ws.value• and the 'r:eleUve 
8\ttPl.Us•valu.' ,end to quote Mau.,u 

"The production of eb.$0lut.e $\Uplu-.value 
tuma exelueively upon the lenqth of the wotktng 
day, the piO&tct.:i.on of Z"elative etu.rp1us-value 
revoluUon.S.sea out and .. techn1cel PI'O<:eaa of 
lebOur:, Mel the compoeittoft Qf tlOetety.. 1~, 
~erefore~ p.-esupposes e apectf.t.e n\04e,. th• 
capt tal.ls.t mode of productioa, a i'l\Q4e wbieb 
alonq wl~. J.te mf!t.hods, meerut end condttions*' 
at1ses end 4evelops itself spont.eneouely oft 
the foun4et.ion dfOrded by the fozm$1 aubjec
Ucn of lebotu: to cep1tal. In t.he eour~Je of 
1-a development, the fol'tnal tsubjectf.on 1a 
~teplaced by the r:eal $\l.bjectton, of 1e,bou~ to 
capital•. · · 

Karl M~ Pnl:tAl.l m'•'• op.cit.,;. pp.417-479,. 

19 When .Merx baa 4lffennt:1eted different atage• 
of eep1t&ltsm. be pointed out the.t., e.t • 
patt:icular eteqe of cepite1J..:n, valorteetJ.on 

14 

of eep1t.a1 needs wage-lebou u a P'"•coft41t.ton. 
Jror example ·tme merohent capital en4 !fttrodue
t..t.on of mt.mey .t.n tbe level of circulation 4o 
not make . the capt. tel prot\UC'b1ve M sueh.-
WithoUt commodituatlon of 1el:our•power of the 
worker., moner does not he1p in f.ruetitlcai!iotl 
of capl.tal• Unless the soc1ety .la constituted. 
of work.tng class end cepite11•t:, mtttebant 
cepitel MG a tll!lt&r41ng: effect. on the pro4ue
t1v1~y of ea,pit.el as lt. happened 1n meny 
ancient eotmlUnities of Af.tice. O.$ pointed out. 
by Marx. 
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BrlUah l'>t:ou;ht. about. r.U.ca1 ch•;es in the 
l.nd nvena sv•t• in eompuiaon to the J:eVenue 
atya~eo of Hoghul ~ire. ln Hoghu:\ 4aya, 1aft4 
nvanue wu collfleted b7 tald.ng 1nto aeeounto 
the actually cultivated lenda Gn4 collection 
wee done 1ft ld.ftd. In contre:rJt, Sr1t.1ah lana 
nvenue collect.ton v•• bese4 on the lana• 
entitle<! for cult.J.vetJon end 1t wu collec~ed 

... ; .. 



19 

note 19 cont.1nue4,. •. 

1n ld.n4• The trtereesea rate of n'\*ettue in 
cash rat.sea the iotervanticn of ·t:.he money.-. 
lenders bf wb:lch a bulk of population 
became 1ndebt.e4 en4 beceme the $0uree of 
cheap 1abc>wr for ar.tt.bh !n&lat:ries. 

Refe%"a. ~ya Kum. al' Baqc:bJ.~ ~ .b&i&!sl& 
~~&I~-~~·· Cembddge 
Un1vots1ty f'cres7,1~~.3. · · 

· 22 Quoted by Mugaret. Reed (lt3:U. QJ:hGiS•• 
p •. s~ . 
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23 .,he concept of 'pet.ty ·mode of p.r:oduction • 1s 
prefe~ted to ~e concept o! •xnfo:rmel sector• 
dUe "' the fOllowing reasons• 

25 

26 

With~ g~ popularity of tetm •tnfotmel 
seGtor' ee used by cmalyst:s, thet.r: l,aclt of 
precitd.oft beeeme ~ingly evident• This 
eate;oJ:Y has been used ln en enp1Jt1cal sense. 
1'he ter:m is l.ncl'$aslngly seen to be desertptive, 
!:n.1t not of enalyt.l.caJ. use. Whereas tM concept 
ot 'petty mode of p.toducUon • la trJ?ft p!:$c1••• 
It t!U'oWe Ught on 1ts erttculation to the 
h$genoDie cep.t.taU.et mode en4 the objective 
position of the worlcets Snw1w 1n tb$.fJ l$vel 
of product10th 

RefeJ:• lb Foster: Car1:er, *The V.ode o.f Production 
Contr:oversy•, t*ew .. Jetfl"!a!ft!• wl.J.O?" 1918, 
pp.47•'77.. see ilib '1' .. s. PapoJ.a. .,Informal seewr• 
Concept:. a11d Polley"* i!!.f· wl.xv • no.J.e# 3 May 
1980,. pp.at"' ... ea•• 
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Dan Brems, *A :Oual.S.stJ.c LabOul' Byat:eml A Critique 
of the Xnfotmel secto~· Conoept*f, ~· vol.xz, ACh401 
8n4 so., Nov~ecembeX' 1976• Aiio see aotm Harise., 
•Cbax-acte.: of en Vd:len Economy t Small Bcele PJ!Odue•· 
d.oft and Le.bou Har'kets in Colmb&tore•, F~• w:s..xvxx,. 
no~h23 antl 24., i'fune 1982• · · 

l)J.p$eb ChakA:'aberty tt:n4 Ranj.tt Das Guptf!!t "BOrne 
Aspects of Lebour Hlstoey of Ben9al 1n the 19th 
century • Two vs.eve•, occestonel Pepa~t No.40 
(unpublished), (Centn for: studies tn SOOlal 
scienceo, Celcutt.e.. October 1981). p.s. 



35 G. Ardgh~ "Inumatlor.al Corpo.ret.lorus, ~ 
Aristoeractes end sconom1c Development 1ft Tro• 
pi.Qal AfrLca" • pp.105-1S1 in G .. Arrighi. end J.s. 
saul,. ect, t (1913), rma&it.1 Also see J .s. SRl, 
•The LabOur: AristocJ:"e.ey Th<u~ts necoaeta.em•. 
PP• 30,.310 in R. Simll B.toOk end a,. Cohen, edth, 
(1975). QBaS&t.· 

l1 To quote Sault 

•ne use of the tem 'ltdJOur u1stQcracy' 
un4arocore4 1.-nportant. points. FiJ:ttt. lt pln• 
pointed a1m11ar1ty, bistot·ieclly between the 
.et.ruetured position of t.t1e eli t.es (Md suJ>.r. 
el1t$a) in bu:ree.ucret1e cnp.ioyme!Jt. end of tbe 
W&ge WO~J!'S1 both supplying their l.aboUJ!'!!i"};IOwe.r't 
to service lmpet1.al e.aploitet.lon and ~h 
htwlng objective grou.nde for developing a stance 
of consclOWJ opposition to that patte:n•., 

see s. s~aroolt •nd a., CQhe.n, edt:~.-. (197$), 
OStS&!b• P•lO'• 

38 · Mrlan Peace.,· •Tbe ~s Ptol$ter1at a l;ebOtJ.r 
Ad.atoQtaey or Populist t"d11tents1""' pp~.291·302 
1n R• Sena.BJ:OOk en4 R. Coben, edsu RR~S&$•,P•,291• 

39 
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ct.scusalon of post-colonie1 state 1s very oruelal 

tor tze eonceptuellaation of thittl wot14 workJ.nv elus 

in iU totality. !ft cap1taltsn. the proces$ by ·Which tta.· 

aomtne.nt claseee .xplot.t ant! <tominat.e Sa aot tli.rect afl4 

vlaible. The ptoee•s of explo1utlon te always media't$4. 

At Cl.e point. 41scuu1oD' of Pc-·•~lOalal state ls of 

capttel importence. By thl.• 'tlt8 can #ri'lect. on the process 

of «omtnat:..t.oft end mediations. lt 18 81'1 t.mpo~t. eubjee~ 

of 41.cuseJ.on not. only for the acef.an1c1ene w• also for 

tme polit1eal ectlviaUi.~·•f tblM wttl4. Tb~ ia a scarcity 

of 'theoret.:lcel Bi#eussions on poet-colonial etete• A8 e 

~tesult of which the ~eoreUoal st.e.tua of po~loniel 

.et-.te As vel'f weak. aecen-tly • t.he.ce i• tm attempt;. mea 

by tiOb)lu• t:o ruse lts t'h~reUcd. statue. 1 

1be poat.colonial state 1$ a11 pes:vas~ve. Power 

encS funeu.ots• o£ the state ue nell.lr.ag dey by 481• 

l\1ght ezom ..aconomic plaoainq to family planning, post• 

colonial aqte lnvolvea 1t.e1f 1ft vuio.ua marmers. tra 

~e process of per:petuel ultmatioftt people are mede to 

i:h.f,M the l!lYttt.1fle4 state at the reel. state onat.es 

a tettb sncmg r:osrmon peopl• fol:' Lts own ex1$'tence~~- It 

~eachaa a pe.r:tJ.cul.M song by wb1Ch people sing t:b$· hymn 

foJr t.be state• People ~ pOet-c:t?lonta1 state as 

impersonal. 2:h1e •enes • M tmportan.t basis for state 

d.cn\lnatt.on2 ln. tbtm world. 
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Itt the *mo4em10etton.• ~eo.rr. state bas been 'Vi..-t 

as tm LQctepenaent. and Smpa.r;tial entity, standlng above <the 

socieey. As en. eutonomous ent1 t.y, st.ilt.e pt,p:eues 4eva1o:p

mente.1 policiu £or t'.he whole soctety". lmpUc:i•fJ thet4 

ia a dbjunct.:lon between 'the state ana eaoJ.ety. the p~ 

blematJ.o of poet-colonial· a~ate~ .aceordtn; tt:t t;h.ta theozy, 

has beell ruarJ:owed down to .tl"te level of inet.1t~tions, 

bUrewcre.cy en4 ;imp14!1'mfmtaUGa of pUbl!e po1J.oles. Accord• 

ing to this tbeor:y# sta.te p.aomcte6 economic: tm4 po11t1cd 

development for: the whole soelety by arbitrating 'the 

conflicting J.nterene of diffenn~ preoure g£OUps. A11 

the above notion$ RQU'diftg the post-eolc:>n1al state -.naq 

fE'Cm a general. understan4ing of society baed on l!'ecip~· 

city of ln.terests of 41ffe.ren.t gJ:"OUps and state's dom.l.

nant Pft!OCCUpatiort 'to mdnu.tn stdi11ty ~ the eoc1et.y.3 

This oontraats with the notions of exploit:ation and 

oppreaston., domina~tcm end Sl.lbOD!llnation end antagonisms 

of class interests. Sti:'QCt.urf;)a, sud\ as those of poli~ical 

system and ~o state, th'tla exiat to catty out neoessas:y 

funcUcmo# wb:tch can but. be for the \1004 of the eoc1ety. 

An alterne.Uve view, one that. ~s r.tOt. reify .-oclet.y • 

e. WhOle tas f\tnC't.Jonuiet theoq doe),. wt PI'O~ 
1nst.eGC! f.com the 14ea of t:he soc1al pmeet~o betftg conati• 

tu'ted bf interactions of free-acting in41vl<N41e • the 

"metket model•. Po11t1C$l Matket like economic matket 

br1nga .supports ami.~ and QOnvent~ demands .as output 
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.t.n the form of leg.t.sla~t.on end autbori.utJ.ve aJ.locetJ.on 

of values. No questions tu:'$ ratsea abOut the p~:e

condlt.J.one of e particular dt:v1a1oft of ftmct-1ons in a 

eoctety tu'l4 coneequen.ces of aleS$ df.vts~ns that. deter

mine the eap.ec1tlea of. me.nbera of ti!ferent classes 1ft 

the politic~ and economic markets. or thelr &ff~ 

rele.t1onsh1ps to tme sta~e, 1n the cot¥text of tile.ir 

mutuel op~Gitioa. The p1ctu~ that. •moaemi~etloD 

theory• gives ue ts a society conatitutea of h.teZ'Oge

nel- of 11\terest.s and ttt&te ,as a neut"'el .ent.tt.y melntatne. 

the .rules of the gane and mattt~aa har:monr of 'he ayaten.

Pointing out the limitations of struCtul'al funetJ.onel 

method. Therbom v;r:otct 

The fUndernent.al flGW 1ft t;he ft.mc:t10l')a1 8.114 
system epproaeh is; .1t. does :not conaldel! 
org:er~iaation u put O·f the ongoiOi hlstor1c&1 
proeeea (of simple and egpen4e4) •. •• The 
ena1ys1a ranained within e eubjec'tivtat:. 
prcblermaUc. 4 

Viewing etate as en impartial tnetit:utiort myst.tfiea the 

cheracter of _post-eolon1al s~e. ltu:atltutlonel. apptoac:h 

is boul'la to :bO inedequate. £xtra,•1nstitutlonal p~eeeeea 

ftt'e also quite import-ant. f,o~ under&~rtg poat..eolon1al 

stet.,. Sllte tneoq 40es f.'()t GeJVe our pur,pose of unae.r

standing post-c:olonlel etet•• SUC!b a vetlutl~er:ietic c:on

cept.1on of moaernwtng eli~s, howewt>, begs quetttions 

aboUt tnelr soc.tal roots emS COJ.lld.-.mtts 1ft • clasa-dtvid«l 

society . and abOut the logiC of the system LA Which theY 

operet.e• 



1:t 

Deep sexuUnisaUon of 11ber:el notions ot poat.

eoloniel stat.e is quit.e neeess$t'/ EQ• pmmot1119 e sclen

Ufio un4erstMd1ng of post-colon1e.1. st~. 5 A ~esk of 

4emyst1f1eet.J.on of lJ.beral not.lons of state ta theo~1-

oa11y .ar\4 preetice.Uy very ease.t~tiel, w..a:e of en e.lte~ 

neuve par~lgm rnwtt be· st.n-&sed* Marx .an« Engels hGW 

proYicSed the talternattve. TO quote .enoelrn 

State 1&, 1:herefo~:ef. by no meens a power fozce<1 
on eoctety from w.l:tbo~ .••• • Ratber lt. te a 
pxoduet of society at a ceneln eteoe of 4eve~ 
ment. it .ts the a&niss:S.on that th1a aoelett.y baa 
become ent.engl.:I tn en insoluble aon.tr4diot1oa 
with itself. i!bet. it baa spli~ .t.nto UA00®11eb1e 
enta;o11isms wh.1c!h it J.a power1eea to 4J.apel •••• 
seemingly staftd1ng above soet.ety1 't.het. wou14 
a.llev.S.e.te the eol'lfUct en4 keep 1t wU:bin tho 
.bOunds of! •or:aer• • end t.hf.s power uiaen out of 
eoeifty bu~ p1ay1cg itself . as one en4 aliet'lat!Jlg 
itself more en4 taO-C"f! £mm J.t, la the .ttSt;ete~ 6 

eonoept. of et.ate 1e 8ft aree of cona1::an~ 4eb4ta and <U.s

eusslone e.mong Mal:xiGt scholar"sw1 The debatte between 

M1libend and goulentaas 1a very t'$levent. and ettucat.1ve. 

It, h.es raJ.ced a lot of pertinent ~ael.ona rege..-411'19 ~ · 

oep1ta1tst state.· Poulent.eea has cr1t.ic:d.sect M111band 1e 

tust.rumentaUst. pos1tioo on capit.elis't state., MJ.libend.'·• 

110rk 41c! not. tefl.ect; nnteh on methoeblogical pmblan1.1 ea · 

pointed out. bi Poulent.zee.8 Po\Uan~es bas tried to 

reflect edequat.ely on ver.iotnt meth04olo;l.ca1 1a•ues. 

Poulent;eas • a work hae t.ried to 41spe1 cettaih metl1odo

loqieel misconceptiona regarding th• capitelis~ state. 



~he onho<lox Mar.d.u scheme of 'base' end 'auperst~• 

has been or.ttlctf!lel .l'l.r Poul~:aae. Tbe pmblem.aUe hes

beeD: nco.ost:J.tut.ed. Accordlngly, t:.he JtOtton of 'relative 

eutonomv' of the state baa 'been introdueecs. .state is not 

_ me.ehentce.l.ly 4etemina4 "1 •• economic at.t:Uat.ures of the 

soc:S.ety. state 1$ not, .en ep:l.•phenomenon of tbe economic 

base. State eJCercL.ses certatft emoun~ of autonomy vis-e• 

vJ.o the· dominant classes en4 thtt e~1o1.ted elus••• . 
Re1at1 ve eut.onomy of the $tate i8 ult.Jmat•lY determifttd 

by clue stru99le• Poulant.eaa has 1d•ntJ.f1«\ two lmpor

te.nt fun.ct1ona of t.he ca.p1tal1st atat.«h Capitalist sta'te 

d.ieorgao.J.sea tl1$ exploite4 classes on the one h.erl4 aud 

on the other b4n.Cl the s:eme bring &boUt. cohea!on among the 

den'llue.nt classes. ~ quottJ Poulontm&et 

Sto.te 1a e c.'Ohes1ve fectoJr SA the Uttity of the 
ft>tmetion which iEJ: espec161.1y important for a 
ce::;:lta11st fo~atllo:o -other J.mporteftt! tunct.t~:nurt 
economic. pc11tiee1 and ideologtc.-1, These 
functions &..re 't.be pertic.n:tlat' mo4:al1t.1u of the 
global pol1Uc&l .role ot the atat.e• they ue 
over .... 4ettutniaed 'bf• en4 con4enaed .sa. i'te 
e-trJ.Qtl.y pollt1oal functions,. it:e funotlon 1ft 
relation to the field of the POlitical cle$s 
struggle. 9 

Goren The:r:bcm10 has stu<lied the cepi taliat state b7 

p1ec1ng it J.n the ongoing historical pXOQ~sa and ~tu:ougb 

the proct:rstJ of ri!t.P~tion. of capitalist. relettone of 

prodUot1on. The effectivity of the eep1ta11s1: state is 



deU!J:mtned by,..., class at.ruetu.t:e. lis l& ~et.e4 bY 

the spec1f,tc capitalist: st.rQctu~s. The llatun of etat.e 

cen be understood bettet by placJ.av it. Ja •he pl'Oeess of 

cie.ss etru.vole.11 The !om that nate et!opt• 1s ale 

determined by class struggle. Dt$1t10c&-at1c st&U,. repr.

etmtative otaeus of t.be er:kera, e4u1t suffnge were ell 

grente4 to ~ explo1tecl clflsaes at a pe.rt.1<mlu conjunc• 

tun of class struggle. st.at.e tries to Unlit the class 

struggle 1n omer to ptotect t.he domtn~ !nt.e:rest.s of 

the cSominant. classes. State cr:eetes imped!.ment.s on the 

pet.h of workis\9 clus trtruggle. It aciopt.8 ilectiea to 

dampen the revolut1oaary e.ctivit.!ee of the worklftg clus. 

state tries to exercise domination 'through coercive 

ana persues1ve taet.ics. Oft t.he taeolo;t.ca1 plene stat• 

t.ri.ett to OJ:"eate en etmoepbere of consenSWl• Stat.• me41a• 

tes in the procea$ of ~icetlon, .tn -he p100ess of 

socialization and ed.ucatton. In the t.ime of crisis, at.ate 

uses coercive te.c~J.cs to matnWo the· stolltt.r of the 

•rst.em• se.te Ltt· the .t.nsti.tut.lo.ne;l menlfeDtat.ton of 

cont.r:ed1cto.ry class relatiolls in a eociety,. The exls

tence of stet.e is 4etermt.n.ed b.r ~be economic atru.etuJ:e 

of the eociety • They exist 1n a dialectical f••hion. 

Now a. th~ry of post....colon1el st. ate can be 4er1 ved from 

a general theory of state. ror the un&u:atandinq of post

eoloniel state~ underst.antlf.n; of ele.aa nlettonshipe is 

very crucial. 
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la ot:der i::o \mderetentl the nat.un of po!Jt.-eolonia1 

state. e bis1!orical nat11ng of eolon1all$ll is YerY essen• 

tJ.tU.. Wit.b. the penetration of monopoly cep1ta1, peri.• 

pherel societies nre 4t'atm irlto t.he anbi:t of worl4 

capit.elist system.w st.rucblrel a.p.aency was cX"eeted. 

Economy of petlpheral IOQ1et1es vee ~restt"Ueturect. Xn 

this CIOD\ext.• J:Ole of the colou!al st;at-e became very 

important.. The p~etSs of 4is~lculetion, however. 

eJrOgeneou6 mlgbt be1 this hes bees\ eotivate4 by the 

coloni$1 stete.- St.ate became en instrument of p~la

tarii!Dieetlon. ln. peripheral soc1e1d,ea. Through force 

and suJ.teble policies. colon1~ tJt.ete creete4 a vest. 

major.t.:ty of w~kars Sn peripheral societi·fUh 

Hentaa Alavi • e discussion on post-colonial etate 

is qulte 111umtft&tJ.nw• t'wo cruclel points that Al&'V'i 

blgh11o'bte4 were the •over-develo~ atete• ana the 

•J:elat.tve autonomy' of the pos~'ll0(%01ooia1 at.ate. To 

quot.e Alav1t 

1-'he bourqeo.t.e revolution in th• col<my ln IJO far 
ea 1t involves the eatebltebment of a l:Jourgeoia 
state end the ettedent leqal 81'14 ln.Ututlonal 
fremewc%k J.s cheracterised by tlW tmpoaltion of 
coloftlel rule by tM m.tropo1ittm bou.rgeoi.IJle. 
In cury.S.no out t.he tuk that va• ~c1f1c to 
the colonial sit,uetion, itlf ta•k le l'let. marely 
t.o replicate tl\e. superst.ntet.un of thle state 
which it ha• eet.eblished ln th4t metl'Opolit6ft 
countxy ltselfl it must also create e state 
apparatus tlu:ough wh!Qh it. Clin eMI'Ciae 4ora.t.bat1oft 



eve~ All the inclf.genou soeit\2. classes in 
the colony,., 1\ m1;ht" aaw that the 
• eupeJ:"ft.ruct;u;n• in the colcmy ie therefot:e 
•overdeveloped" in r-elation to the '* etr:-acture• 
in the colony, for 1ts baste l!u J.ft ~ 
met.fttPC)ll~en at.ructur:e itself,. f=m vbieb 
lt is later separated at. the 'ttfrte of J.Mep~ 
denee. 12 

aome. c£ Alavi.'e ptoposi~lotUJ ere oontta41ctcnry.. He 

ttled to relate t.he week intU.venous $0cl.el c1uaee. 

wJ.tb ~· •over-deve·lopea• colonial state itl en uncleu 
•. 

faenion. Why the colonial state was tt; be over-developed 

to dominate the indiqenoua acetal classes those WhO were 

basical.ly weak'i . The exceptional gmwth of the colon!al 

stete was due to the neees8ity of ~e t.ime. It was &te 

to the e~lex task of z:e-sti'Uetut&tlon of economy, wh!.ch 

eolon.tel a-tate bed to carry OU1h i'his pi.'OCess of metia• 

tion We~J x:esponsible for the exceptlonal g~ of colo• 

nJ.al state. 

The second. fe;sture, eecordinq to A1SY1, S.e the 

•relative aut:onomy• of the post.-colontal ft$te• .Alavi's 

arguments were based on the h1st.otical ~1f&.c1tles of 

. post.,~lonial societies. Alavi h•a :rigtd:ly rejected the 

1n&t.rumentel.lst notion -of etatfh· He ba& eptly felt the 

d«'!::q..,. of reduct.!:onlsm. To Alavi. post.~lon1a1 stat-e 

is DOt. mecnanleally det.etmll'led~c Rather 1t is' re1-a1;1ve1y 

o.utonomcu$. As Alavi bas pointed out• 

The eent.rel position 1 wiah t:o ~atd.M is 
that tn post•colon1e1 eoc1et.y ia not thfi 
iftat-tu.men~ of a eJ.ng-le class. lt is relatively 
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autonomou• amt. l'" mediates tbe compet.$ng 
1nteren• of the three .pa:openie.t cle••• • 
the met.mpoliten botlr9eois1e, 'the. !.ncUqa.nous 
bourqeciste eb4 the lao4e4 classea • while 
acting on belullf of all of the in ordet t.c 
preserve social ordel' 1n wblch their i!ltensts 
ue embedded, nUtely, the lnstlt.u~lon of 
private propet:'t'f and the captt.al.1st: mode ea 
the dom1rtent. mode· of production. lJ 

To Alavi. the prominent. place of pe,at-co.lociel st.ete 1s 

not only rootea ln the colonial legect but. also lfl the 

contemporary prodUctto~ p~esa. Af~er indepen4enc•, 

dJ..rect contl'Ol by metropoltten l30l.U'ge()i:Gie Qeme to M 

ena.. St111 the dependence IJtatus of the post-colonJ.el 

eocieties retnalned,. &conomlc eovel'eignty of the poet• 

colonial aoc!etLes heeonte& wry 1J.mi'ted. '-1\e contempo. 

roxy protluatton pmcesa 1n POI!t.-ooloftla1 societies beu 

the stnctural .Presence. of tnetJ:OPOli'en capital. The 

rele.t.icnshtp bet.weeo ~e post.-eolcnte1 eor:J.eUes aa. 
metl'Opolt'tM cep1ital 1a ~ldOm tliren. Hen, t.Nt post• 

colonial state me41e.tes to ftlflintaln tbe etruetUJr-el pre

sence of metropol1'taD capital. Heterogeneit.y of t:he 

Lntemel structures t.a meinteifted by the poat.-coloniel ~ate. 

The 4ependency status of 'the pos-t~lonl•l eocte"t;.t .. ea J.s 

manifested in tbe ·economic po11c1.es, the .t.mpott tm4. aport 

polS.cies end in ~ &~titud.e· tovUds fore!qn t.echnolooY 

and foreign investment. w~ Mar.K 41seusoea the nature 

of Bonepe.rt.let etat.e* he po.tntfd out. that., Bonepartist 
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state can tmly senre the I!U11nq claes, in eo fu u lt. 

is rolati vely aueononou.a f..-om 'tM· 41Vf!!ree fractions of 

tbte class.. pX"ee.lsely ln o~•r to orgen18f:!S t.be hegfll'IOI'Iy 
is 

of t.he J:U11ng clue. SUCh aft ena1ys11fLnot. applicable to. 

the poet.-eoloD!el soc1ei:1$S. because, 1~ t:r1es tQ meaiate 

the rel$t.ionsbip among ~- major c1useut,. a.e.use .e 
' 

etngle pmpettied clua cenl'JOt eat:Cin hegemony alone, 

there))J cannot • the Oft1y ru.JJ,no c;lese :tn poe.t'IIICOlont.al 

societiea. In tbt• context., the m1e of bW:eaucrattc ... 

m111tary o119archy J.e of cruo:.tel impoltanee• Alavi baa 

explained thti 't"elaUve autonomy' of the post-oolontal 

state .not meJ:ely on negative gro-unas bt:lt by eaplelnlng 

t.be poelU.ve gJ:Ountls of st>ate J..n.te""nt:!on f.ft tbe econc

m1e and po11.t;1cel ephe.r::es. tre must. 4G'lve deep 1n orCler 

to unde~stend the posU:ion of 'the ~eSl<:raoy 11'1 pot~t• 

colonial aocieties., we ~~ enel.yse, how bUreaucracy 

plaJs e crucial :col.e in rep!'C4Ueiftg i:lle soctel n1etton

shipl.l 1n post-colonial eoc£et1es. To SIUvjl.14 bureau-, 

Cl"aey constitutes e. pParatG· class by V'i~ of t.heit 

posit.J.on 1n ~elat.ton to the &tete .Mel. J.n &'elation to 

the int.emet.1one1 bouroeo1ste. •~ the <:ontext of Pald.$teD• 

1\lav.t. bas pointed ot.rt. t.be poa!tton of bllrenucracy •. 

Because, propart.!Gd classes could not. &ubo~e t:.Mt 

st.et.e completely J.n Pekis:t.en; bunel.lC~tacv pl;.ayett eft 

important J:"Ole for tbe EGPt'Oduction of elass nlations 

in Pa'kisten.. In the cent~ of !r~enia, John s. sau115 
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has Nfl~ed uPOn the natu.ee of the post-colonial 

state. saul has egnaed with Alavi ie9~tn9 t.be two· 

cn.Ci$1 feat.u.ces of poGt..coloftJ.el state. Saul ba.s oaly 

ed4e4 the ideological. !unetJ.on of tho pos~lontel 

stat-e, which wes not dealt by A1l!1111. '.l'hese ~~· fe(\"'!!' 

t.urea, aecord.tng ·to Saul, represent 'the central1t:r of 

post-colonial state. 

Economic planning tbmu.ghout the tt.bird wo.c-ld coum .. 

r1es. under the hegemony of •be post.-colottlal. $Ute is 

a. recogn1ae6 feet.. sconomic pl$nn1ft9 haS. been ~at.S. 

as a step foJ: the upll!tment of .;.reneral.. messes, Plem 

targets are })e1ng uea~ed in stat.1st1Cel 'teQAs. Stat£s

t1cel ana1ysia of econor:t1c plenn.lno 1s V'eJ.'Y superflclel,. 

It do~a not. take into account. tbe elass-l)J.as of tbe 

economic plening• Xn the .name of •soc:teltsrn•, state 

me&et.es in the pl'Oduct1on procee of tbtr4 wor14 eount• 

ries. Benefits q.t.en to tbe poo·rer $ect.1ons. ·of the 

eoc:iety througb eco~ic plennlnq, menlfes~& J"elaUw 

autonomy of the post.co1on.t.a.1 state. Economic !X)l1r:1es 

1nitieted by the state ue aete.Qniaed by· the above all 

maintenl1Qce of! cnpit.alism ill thJ.:t4 wotr14 oauntr1es., 

state p1ana1ng is also ·e plenntn; fo~ capJ.'taltGt1l.16 Ia. 

t.hbd 100r1a GO\lftt.~1es. eoonomJ.c pletUllng ta.l.led to change 

the bes.lc st.ruct!\U:'e of explo1tat.1on. lt. cou14 not be 

able to bridge the 9f!lP bet.ween • r1~h • en4 • poor• • 

Economic planning, under the hegemOny of post-colonial 



at•~• su.ffe.:s from various ettuetural consttaintth :to 

t.his cootext, Alavi's ~ •at~ural ;lmpereuve•11 

o~ pU'tphe.tel oapltal.t.am is very rel.Mrant• '10 .Al~; 

economic policies of the po$U~lcriia1 stl!l~e are not. 

m$chan1oa11y detel'n\ift.S by the prope:U«'l c:laaees. SOme 

emount. cf 1nte:cmlnacy ifil also .S.n.volvt!d ln '"* Bllt 

ultimately# economtc policies help tn ~e np~t.f.on 

proce$s of ~ripher~ cep1te1f.am~ Coocessiona giftfl to 

the a.<ttploited .section$ e:re equ.Slly Important fo:r t.he 

.reproeluet.ton ot peripheral cap1taltsm... Uneven growth 

of ecpita11sm .ts also a basis for its reproctuet.ton. Pre

ce:p1tal1&t foms ot explottat1on u-e st111 in oper:.e:t.ion 

in many third world countries.. Capitalism bas be:e intro

ttuced in tbe ftel4 of ~culture 1ft meny thit'4 world 

count.rJ.~s. Thus feudal. lan.ti1o.rdn bncame CQP1teli!tt fumera. 

Lenc refoxm policies 1n practJ.ee become e !tgment of 

imag!naUon. fo'" the smaU peasants and l&Mles.s 1ebour.ere.18 

Ae a result of the tfttewenU.O.o in plGMS.tJtl• pcst-co1on1e.l · 

state create4 a at:fOng bureauetSQy es t.be ~bdog of 

cepi~al.tsm. 1ft the contwxt of Mali. Claude MeUltts$0\Ut 

•• • hev.tng been the int~'U'Ument of tl\e colonlal 
pow~, end heV1tl9 turned against lt to become 
'the mouthpiece of explo1t!e4 Mel .ten peuant.ry ,, 
the bureaucracy \lOS gaining (wlt.b tte aceess to 
power) some of t.he characteristics of a soa1el 
class• contra 1 of the eeortomic inf~:astruatur:e 
end the uae ol J..t. u e meU1JtlSc of exploltetton, 
conttol of the meMs of J:~epresst~n lftvolvi.ftg 



e re.,rt. to vu.touJJ ®vices to rna1ntetn 
dominance. Some of tt.s features at.'e oriqlnalt 
l.t$ op:posite cless .ls not. yet eoe1e11y well 
defined# 1't aoe-s not Otlfl\ the me.ens of p~-. 
tJ.on on a pr.tvat-e jW.!I.eial baol.s., 'bUt contzols 
them on a eonstJ.tutJonal basis, 19 

Due to the prJ.:v£-leged nat~re of ~creey, 1't becctne 

a conoer:vat.ive force in tnMY of the tbt.td world eount.• 

r1ea.20 

· Po11t.lcs ie the raean.s by Which cld.& lfthwst.s 

ere arts.culated 1n a society. Pol.ltJ.cs 1e aleo tbe 

er.-ena of class st;uwle., Post-coloni"l stau alllO helps 

in t-he repJ:QducUon process of pol!.Ucal lnst:it.ut.ionth 

conflicting class .lntereats are metUated tht»Ugh post

ooloniel state. Zt. ~Minteins poltt;tcel co._ston !n the . 
eoc1ety. State ma1nceins the pol1t1oal et.ructu.s:-es which 

1:J COfltirluously 'being threatened by ita 011fl1. dyoemte:s. :ro~· 

this;; restrietions are poeM by the post-eolonlal ste:te. 

at.nt.e curbs the freedom of expression, and bntelly repre

ese:s t.ht?t politieal st.ruggl.e organised by ~ exploited 

classa!ll• Post-colonial state de-pOiiUoiees t.be exploited 

olasves- Thus, t.be steb111ty il.i ma1n~ .l.n th11"4 worlcl 

countnea. ThroUGh persu~ion una coomion, poat.-colonlel 

st(lte min~Uos t.hn 'Po11t1ca1 $~gg1e. M &J:'t1ftc.le1 

eonsonws u maintained• 

llOminetlon pX'QCess 1n the p<:J#t.-oolon1a1 aoe1ety !$ 

ver:y complex. ~e process contains the political, eooJJOl'niC 

and 1deolQ91ea1 element• ill it.. Ths.'ou;h Uteo1og1ca1 mesne~ 
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at•t.e con:t.m.ls the m1ft4a Gf 'be eaplo1tetl c1esse•• Pon...

CQlOnle1 state mystifies the m:ln4s of tbe people a. far: 

as t.he elue ehe~-.ct.cu: of the stat• i.e c:once~. sttRe 

portraya 1t.s neutral. status be£on the qenee'a1 messes. 

The problem~ltcic of 4om1n.et1on hY beeti ~stit.ut.ed b7 

GremecJ..21 Gramsai ha~J pi:efetred ·tM 'WOit4 'hevemony' to 

•t4eo1ogy•. Thu&., Gumac!.en polat of vlw made thO 

concept ot demiaetion more compJ:ehensJ.ve $\d. useful• 

Class hegtnnOftY is exercl~ted 1!h&'ough va~to• s-;ruotures. 

All t.heae ~ructuces intem&l10e the begemonS.c veluee 

of a pertlculer soc.lei:y, Pd.ctity of values aJ:e set by 

tht;t poat~loniel S·te:te. Post-colonlal state tries to 

mould the eiv11 soc1ety22 1c e way that wl.ll easure the 

hegemony of the dom&nant cleeees. 'rhJ:Ough vv!aus stNo• 

t.ures of civil soc.S.ety, pttt!e~"enee of cenflift vta1U.es u 
beinv est$blj.ahetl in the ml!K'IG of ·the people. They 

become eonE~ciously v1cUm of 1llu81onS and becotne con41""' 

tioned to •on• dltMmolonel• ~tn'k.t.ng. Non of the tUc-

~etors, even the so-celled 4__,cratic leade:c-a of ~it'd 

wo.-:-ldt as-a 4ependent. upon tde0loq1ce1 means for exercie• 

S.ng the hegemony. Popu11a23 is a importan't taeolcgioel 

lnstl:"ument through which post.<c:d.ord.al state r:eeetves 

obedieno6 fz:om t:'he muses,. Pop'Ql1$ft portt4ll'S post-colonial 

state u 1mpersone1 and a welt~ 1nsUt'ltion for the 

whOle society. Pailw:e of economlc policies lett me.n.y 

third wot14 leaders to project: theit eba.-1•a24 e.a a means 

to continue in power. .Xrt many XslemJ.c count.nes~: n1toious 



puelon be$ been tmroked by tbe lea4Gn.25 •at.att4rt aru1 
• 

Xren ere two glartag ~1es ot the ~ t1Pe• ·n. 
foundation of post-oolontal stli&t.e .Ue• in mysUfJ.eatton 

of eone~e :reellt.les,. ~hir4 wo:r14 ~ in • helm 

of melte-beliefw S'hen 1s no 4oubt that. 14eoloQ1ca1 doml• 

natiOn still. continued to be ve:q •ffect1ve An t.birt! ·wor14 

countries. RQw we wt11 bl:!efly 41scuas· 'the nlat4.onei'IJ.p 

betwee!) tn• post-colonial t;tete ana the vodting eleas. 

Coloniel i*taite p1Q'84 a J.m.portan~ col• 1ft ·tba 

toxme.tion of thit:d vorl4 wot1¢inq class. T'htO\l9h the 

A.n~ervention of the e.olontel stet.e1 peeeanta end pett-y 

pl'()(hlcers were ~I:'OO~ed fzem 1:bet.r: objective mt!l(lftS of 

UV!.ng. .io:r: continuous labOUr supplyf colonld nate 
used to $Ctu:c1" fol'tle upon the wr'ken. Colonial eta1:• 

was prese:rvitlq the p.-.<ap.S.t.a11st f~s ol eaploit$;t1on, 

end ·the ~al links of 'thtt:tl wotl4 tliiOdti.no o1ees.. ~ 

primary eJ.m wea tc obR~ 'be wcll'Jd.ng class ftOn 

or;ardeing themselves. Several wles en4 J:'fl9Ul.GtJ.on8 

were enact.e4 to keep the lebowr fol'Cfl.ll dlsorganJ.ntl end 

wea. Fcu:mation of trade untons was oppo~ .1-'l the 

beginning ·bf the coloMal state. Due to pers1st.f!!rlt. 

demands end e~ggl~ J'ight to foJ'Il!J trade unions vu 

granted to third world world.ag clus. It was tbro'OfJh 



ccxm:ive end atvleiw ~actic,s, coloual ~was e"er• 

d.sic-g beQ'emonp ovet the ~...S wotlcl vorlt1ft9 claaat 

Afti!r polltlcel tQdepeadence. the arene of eleaa 

struggle ~erne wtd• end wlde.t:t ~'be main function ot 

the post-colonJ.Gl stat.e 1B to keep tb$ worldn9 clasa 

sttugole. within a limit. lo varJ.ou• "i:UaUonn, post.•· 

col.onie.l l\ltate ontally oppnaseo the working class mov .. 

mems. 26 State with the help of Ck'acons.an las, puts 

check on the working .olesa $1:wgv1e. WM poet-colonial 

state in-ervens sn4 impedes the tl'enefo~atlon of wol'ldnG 

cleas in itself tO cleea for itself. The organi~etkmal 

copacittee, of th:trd w~l4 WOJ!'ld.ng class U'e reauict.ed by 

the post-eoloftiell st.ata• Po~lonlel ste.te c:r:eatee S.ta 

own e.gent• wltbin the tllOddag class. 1ft moe._ of tM tbU4 

world oountdea, cu11ug <llassea nave thek respective 

trade unions. ~nby* "hey <U.vtde thfl worldng cl.as~h 

Post-colonial state tnet.Uatte.s with ene help of varioUIJ 

1nstitutJ.ons to .retluee the po$elbtlit.y of clus st.l'Q{Jgle. 

Po~t-colo~.tel. state -.ries ·to; IJ.m.l t. t.ne world.~ class 

struwle t.o, non•poUtJ.cel levels. it ftaulU in 4..

polit1e1sation of tld.~ world -~ clU$• Post

colonial ·state t.l'1es to lngrei:a the 14f!Olocw of .tefom.tsm 

1n 'the ~d.:a of third world wo.tltin; claaa. lt. •rJ.Qs to 

4e--wteUza tbe elq)UriM~a of tl\11\"tl world wocklnq cla.as.

Po•~1QnieJ. •~te triee to keep the orgenieed. wcu.1•x-• 

•ay from the UDOJ"ganised wo~:ktr:lg elus. 
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Ttu:ougb 14eo1og1ca1 p$p&Qan4a. workertJ ant· ~11\l 

e~traoted towf.U'ds the popUlist, sloqenatt Gbarim. of the 

l~ed.er$ ha& baeD pol"trayed es ·the solution to soctal 81\4 

eoonomic p.r:oblems. On~ oontnty. third ~told woming 

class gra&la111 become eonseioutS of the p~us of explot-.. 

~ation. ln the thi~ 1101'"14 context,. lTlere trede unton. 

ecUvitiee: wl11 not be sufficient. Day•to-day eotivlt.lee 

of t.btrd Y)tl4 WOt"ldng cle._ss ah0u14 be revolutlo»lllt.se.Ch 

tlorkers should be subordinated to the taet.f.ca of •form.f.sm •. 

tt:o.rtd.n; elus et.ntggle must go beyontl the limited t:r$da 

union struggle•• Then, tbit:<l world.· wo.dt1ng cleiJs <:an 

constitute 1taelf eo e potential "volut!onar:y for¢e. 

Third world wo.rkint clans is not a paad.ve object:. 

in the hanCts of the tbm~t clea.es,. Thled world wor:k• 

ing class 18 en ec:ti'V'e e;ent .ttl history. '1M celation.sbip 

between the pos~lonltd t..tta.te and the w#k.l.ni; Cl&$1l. b 

of ente.tJOlli.stiC contra'licticm. tt ts beCause of tM 

class character of third world sooi~-..1•$• How the third · 

world working clase vtll atsert tts postttaD depend$ on 

psrt1culer historical conjuneture. MOst ot the po1Jt.• 

colonial ntetes ere nov in a pool. of er1s18~ rt\6 oris:ls 

hea been manifested all erounct. IJ:he crts1.., ts ftJ:f much 

orqentc. Jt is tl'le crtats of pe.a:ipheral eap.ttalt.sm. 

'fhe cr!$18 can be managed bV ·t:ne post-aolon-iel state bUt 

not always. Xt cannot keep t~ dying peripher:#l cep1ta11sm 



soo 

alive for e long tJ.me. 1i'Olmdations a~e. now •ttertng,. 

Now it. is the working class elong with other explolte\1 

c:tesees. wh1eb can gl'Ve the fin.el blow to tbe 4ecay1mJ 

per1phere.l c~1ta14.sn, Then. it w111 oper; e new e~e• 

in tbe h1stcn:y of 'tbiltl vo~14 and e t:~ew chapter in the 

biatoty of m~. 
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2 Ideolooieal dOlnlnation 1• 'tltlt:'f' Ctue'lal fOr tbe 
underst.entiing of poR.-colon.t.al $tate. 14eoloW 
!.s the invisible process of domtftetlon. cerrted 
out. by the po&~-colonial etate.: l'bose lfbo. talk 
abou• .t.ttevttabil1ty of soctali&to nvolut1on ill 
tm1rd WOJ!"ld, p&J' lne4~ate at:tentlon w 14.olo
gi-oal ®minatt.on. Object!V$ condition& ell ttUCh 
cannot be t.be motive forc:e for a aocialift ~· 
1ut..ton. 'rbe ne.a. tot ptoleterien 1tleology Should 
t:le asse~. Ultimately• the sti'UUG1e, wil.l not. 
bo :struggle between minda blt. e stnggle ~ 
oppes£t:.e ela•eas. 

S The pJ:Oblem o.f •roo~:eation theot'y1 is pr:l.mut.ly 
e. methado~el p~'blem-. ~ me.t.b.OdOlogicel ettoxo 
lJ.es ln t.be functional flntt.lysis of t.be SOt":i•Y• 
·• St.ebiltty of the ayst.em' serves as t:he· 1'104al. point. 
of *modemimatton theory•. too much preoccupation 
with the ptob.lera of s'hb111tt.y blue one • s vlaion 
towards the concrete real.tt;tes.. WithOUt a 41e.ler:• 
. t1ce.1 underst.e:nd1ng of. soo1e1 ehanqe, undernan4!.ng 
of stability 1s mesr.t&ng.lese •. 

Refers o.A. Almond and o..,a. J?ov~ll~ t't&E~ 
~o~~~£!,1 A.RJ.D!Q~&o:.~ N• De t 
O;.tfo ~; .xBH Publishers eo~.19T; se·e \\lso scu•l 
P. Huntington, falitaso& 0£4tE ln.~,sasa:sUsa 
(Bombay; Vekils .n<! stmons Pvt.. Ltd., 1975 • 
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'K~an ~J:Y of nate1 must c~r:y foJ:Wa#d the 
taSK of SQrutinieinq the liberal COnQepts.. The 
pmblernat,lc of 4ta~e mu.~t be plaee4 1ft en alt.et-* 
net.ive pue4tqn.. A MIW oatfll of questiOI'Js must be 
pOsed. Alternative concepts must. be developed in 
order to w:u!er&teru1 t.be class C:haractcn: of the 
s~at.e. 

Pointing out the liml.tat.lon of M111bat\41s worl¢,. 
Pou.lect~a:s w.a:ote 1 

"lnst:.e.$4 o! 41sple.oino the ep1atomoJ.og1cnlll 
t;errelft ana S'U11m1 t:t.i.nq these 14eolog1es to 
'the arittque of Mtu'2d.st •1enee by tlenons
~ratinq t:.he.tr inedeqU.fiCY to the :real (as MeJ:X 
4oes nete'bly in the Theories of Surplus Value) • 
MJ.libend appears to ornl~ thla first st•P• Y~ 
the analysis of modet11 f!PJ..etomoloor &how$ that. 
lt is never possible stmply to oppose 'col'terete 
!acts • to -concepts. bUt 1:bat tbese m.l.ltJt be 
et.tao'ked by other: puall$1 concepts sit\le:t.ea in 
• dlfferent problernat.le.- l'ot. it is only bt 
means of these new concepts that: the ol4 notions· 
can be confi'Oftt.ed with •®nel'et.e reeltt.y*•n 

see N1coa Poulentau.~ "TM Problem of 'the Ce.p1tal1st 
Stet.e• in Robin Blackburn, ed•t9Bac&t;•# P+24l. 
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Hemea Al.av1, lttfhe state 4ft Post.-eo1on:t.e1 SOCiet.iea• 
Pe'Jd.stan and Bts:ri9l84eab" 1tt Kathleen ~ $1'14 He:d. 
Sb~ ed:• (1913}, QB•£&S•• P•l4'7• 

Jobn s. Seul., -~ State J.n Po~lonlal SOCiettea•, 
b sRStll&n am&su '1974->. 

To quot.e Alevlt 

ttTb• "sta:uc~nl lmpfU'&Uve• nf$n_ ttl the bas1a 
of economic clJ:CUlation in a oepitelt~ society 
end the conditions that \JQ:¥en.t their outcome, _· 
both at the level of indl "Vi.Ciuel ~nt.es:pr1oe an4 
a~ the level of state•• 
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The tetm •elvU soctet.y•· is Hegeliao. Gramso1 
.has bori:'I'JWe4 this i:em f:eom Hegel ·to identify 
the ~le of struct.uret like family, rel19lO'P 
lnet.l tutions an4 educati-onal &natttutiotla vis.,.. 
v1s the stau. 'Whese n.Nctures .:einfoc:-ce the 
values of ~he nate.· sy· this,; the pzoceaa of 
tlOminaticm becOme• ~ OQmplea en4 lnvieible. 

•TN;: basis of Peki.et.en ie Ss1- and not.ht.nv 
else. I could have stayed on in ~JUUa. But X 
414 DO'tt bee~use l wu a Muslim_. we left 
eve.r:yt.b1ng we ha4 in Best. PtmJ&b ant arr1ve4 J.n 
Paldat;.en, destitute but. rlch v1t.h bepe end fa1tb ••• 
Deverthelesu we ....Uic:Je« ell we hacl and mo'\ted 
to Pald.ste:n. With s'Udl e backgroun4, how 1IIOtll4 
you expect me to fol'get..• after e mere 'thtn.y 
ye"s' vhat. the btl$18 of the :taleznte Republic 
was. ~ ba&is 1& Jslem <md ehall be eo• • 

(Z1e.•Ul-Haq• s 111t.erY1ew to the E&tot of Teheran 
Deily Kayhen) •. Ouo-.ed by, ~u1q Ali* (1983), 
OQ.dill•~ P•l40• 
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2$ IUstoJ:Y of ~rade uniOn movement$ 1s replete 
w1tm a lot. many tnseencee of opp.tession by tile 
state. For en e~le• In 1961, tn GhMe• 
tu levy imposed by N~'a government, 1e4 
to e strike by the ~'Silvey union and ot.hear 
worketth tt was only when freslden~ threatened 
the maestve ~e of fotee 119einst ~he atrJ.kers, 
t:he wodters retume4 t:<> work,, 

Refer• .Robln Cohen,. Peter c.,w:. 8utJd.D4 aDt1 
PhylUs sraatet. ett., i!!I:!O.Ot.lf'l't.,ftldGEWUl 
(LOndon I Hu,tch:ltlSOn end Co• Lt •• 9 9) ~ 
l?ert s. 
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o.Jr· wotk baa $0Ugbt to 4welop & PGrD~1ft for 

utldersten4~ tbird t.10~14 working el.aelh The cenvel 

ideas and concepts used in our wetl:k &rill derived fi'Om 

Marxien peradiQm• our wo.-k h~ua posed. en ~nant epts

tomolo;ioal problem• to what deg~ ce.n the concept of 

working closa., 4eve1ope4 'tO eJtPlein the CQ.PitaUst. 

societies of westem Buzoope.,· be usefully applied ln the 

· con~ of thin world eount.rlea1 Ol' aoea the ~ley. · 

ment of ou concepts obscure end. confuse the realities 

of third world? Reali-ties of Vd.srd •~14 are dls'tlnct 

in meny wars fJ:Om the t:ealltus of advanced eapj:ta11st 

count.ties. To malte the Mant1all cr>noept.s more ef'fec'tl:\fe 

to explain the realities .of thtl!'d world, CrthodOtlY mus~ 

be banished from the raelrn of t•h;:.rxtsm. OD 'thG level of 

· Marxien ep1stomology, our work hae sought to Cl:'tt.tc#.se 

economic 6ete.tmitl1mn. we are eqaf.nst ay e-ptJ.orl .notions 

t-eg~g t.he third tft)tW woJtld.ng cleso. Working clue 

ls e mobil#J agent of hietoq.. Tnua. .tt caDMt; be ccmcep

tuel.lsea bf eny pn-de1:erm.lne4 conv;tct.J.orte.. P~ 

· 4etermJ.nt.ld not.1on.e haw alweya $ffeeted ime !JtU4Y .of 

thixd world working class. we are. agalnat; tihe myths 

propagate« by c:ertaS.o ~>lerxist ecboleru thet the worklno 

clase. because of its low numerical et~gth• cennot play 

en !mportent 101e 1ft thll:d .0.:14 CO\U'lUf.es. Thereby 

the study of third worM working class is not primary. 



Aeeol:ding to aecon4 myth, wotk1ng claes is tnbet'$J'l'tly 

revolutioru1ry• 'l'hes• myths are the pro4ue~ of tt¥eehen.ical 

epplJ.oaUon of Maraten concepts lft tb:l.~ worla. countr-les., 

Mandem always nege.tes orthOdoxy. A uue MGJOU.at ftever 

treats the Marld.en COJtQeptls es sacr:osenett 'Ibis ls the 

ep!.at.omologicel fo\lQ4Gt1on: c.• out won. 

ln order to stucty ~ ll0t14 WOrldllO class. we 

have t.rled to deal with the spec!fio1t.1ee of ~.r:tt WJ:'l4 

reelitit~s• MOst. of ~ scholus seu41e4 eolonalla. as 

a point. of 4eputure to understand t.b1JS'4 WO#lt! wot:ld.Dg 

class better. A pertieulu type of clus $t,..-uct:.ure, 

presupposes a pertlcular type of socie1 fcn:•aUon. so 
third worl4 worki09 clua erm be stu41e4 by p1~ it. 

1n third wor14 social formet~. tiJ.l11ke t\be 4eveloped 

eoun,\td.e$* cep1tallem 1ft t1'l.lrc1 world bee hGeft Wt1ete4 

by rnet.copolit.an countries. xao~mlc netu.re of third 

worla capltelism matte t.he major 41ffete'l'lee• As a nsult 

of colcn1a1 domin&tion, e dependent. c;ep1tel1.am has bee 

nurtured bf the metropolit\tm ce.p1t.al1ats., 7h& cepiteliat 

mode of pxoduct.ton bu been tnt.ro4uce4 w1tb0ut. 41&solvin; 

'the pre-;capit.el1st; modes . completely in tbira world count

na. Pr~ap!taltst modee of pii:Oduct!on. were rastmcture<S 

to ful£11 the needs of eepj:t.ellmn. Pre-c-.pit.aliet. forms of 

exploS.te:tion remained.. J>evcalopmeftt o! dependent cepital1sm 

inh.f.b1 ted capital eceumulat&.on 1n t.hi:z:d 1110rld eociel fom&• 

t1ona. Aa e ~sult of ~ penetration of capital# m1111one 
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of paople wete qptOOt.ed from their' object=.lve means of 

11ving. romation of ·working el-asa 1s neYer e ccidefttal 

phenomeaon 1n i:h1~ wcurl4. Rather• fomeUon of thtrd. · 

vor14 working olus u a p.rocess.. Those who beve 'tl'eet.fld 

wotld.ng eleas es a stetie•st.J'\let.Ural category .eouJ.4 cot 

be eble to undwst.al\4 th1& b1stor1Ctd p=ocess. The 

process of pcoleter.t.enlr~e:t..ton is ftry n'!Ueb complex Jn 

th11'4 world., This pJ:COess hu beetl d$Alt. brtef.ly ·in 

our von.. Colonial state has playa$ e crucial ml.e .In 

the process of pro1et.arlan1zat.ion. In tbtd world., ~ 

process of pt"Oletarieni~at.lon d14 not lead to eomplete 

separation of producers ftom their tneaf'JS of p!'04uction~ 

It tJ.loo 414 not lead to complete $P&t1$1 4lslcce-ttora ol 

petty-p~aucers and smell peasants. The ru~al links were 

maintained. Due to the specific art:lcu.le\lon ot mod~$ .of 

pJ:Oduct.1cn, 0'~ of ~· based wrk!nc; clue vaa 

1nhtb1ted. Even the organisat1one1 eQac:rJ.tiee of the 

working cuss were rest:-.f.c~.S ln t:hird world. 'l'ne proeesa 

of ert.t.culation no~ only affected tn. et.~:ature of th1r4 

world vorld.no .class but alao 1t affected theix- eonsetous. 

J'leas. lfM~ world work.l.nq c14ss beeeme sem£-:pmle1:e.t:len 

and semi....,easwtt.. After poUt1.ca1 1n4epentluot~:,. etructu.re1 

presecc$ of mottcpoliten CtJPit.el st1U ~1ne4 in third 

WOJ:>l4 countries. Tbipa wor14 1& ~ completely detez:mined 

by the loqic of mettopolltac capJ.talJ.sni, '" be& 1ts "1&•· 

tive ~utonomy. l'hlt'd world shon14 not be 'treated as en 
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epJ.•phenomenon of cu:ld cu~pit.alf.em. 'lhe 1nt.etne1 eont.r&-

41c:t1ons v1tb1n the third worl4 eountr1h ttrQSt ·be atu41ea. 

tn CUI:' work, we nave p1ece4 working clast~ 1ft a 

histortcel proeees. Wol'ktno claGs a.e a 1class•tn•1ts•lf' 

in third •r14 soelal focme.•tons h.e& beell stucll-ed with 

brief refer:ences to ~bel cu:tp$Qt of working elaas as a 

'ole.&s•for-i:t.eEltU'• Both. these espectt are iotetrelatea. .. 

In a sna11 underteld.no ll'ke tld.o, we cou14 n<* gf.ve just.ice 

to ~- latter espect.. we he.ve pointed ou.t. 1:.l'le hete.rogen•lty 

of th1rd world wor.klng class. l4eftt1f1cat!on of 'tbir:d 

vorld wo~k.t:.ng: clua pose4 a serioue pntblem 'before u. 

?nut • restrictive 4ef1n1Uon • of \f(\t'JckttJ class e&>!>ted by 

certein Marxists ·coul4 be eble to ebow tht~ differences 

emonv dlffeftft• segment.s of ti\J.J:d. worl(! wortd.nfl c:1e-.-. 

Ree.tr1ct1ve 4efiftition eonc;i&u:$5. 'the orgMJ.M4 factory 

wrken e.t the working class. A laqe ~r of unorga

nised worJters we~e lef:t out.. on the gi'Ound of • resvJ.ctlve 

def.t.nit..t.on•, *labov ar.t.stocuracy t.huis* bee befln suppos:t.ed 

by certain Mer.x:tst. scbolora. On 'the cont.J:uy* tbOee W'bo 

have t:ldopted 1 b.roader• <~ef!tnttion of t.bittl wrl<l worldn9 

class., considered all the wa~ ea#ftet:'s aa tAe ntl!mbex-s of 

th$ world.n.q c1~s:.h Both these vtewpointe are not. fre• 

from ltmlt.atlons.,. Both these viewpoints contain some 

tru:th. Le'bo-u a..Pistoetacy thesis., pxojeetea certain 

.1rtfottnaUon regarding the p:ri vlle;ed o£ higb-peJ.d worker•• 

But. t'he t.hec>retical end Pf.)llt.tcal eonclu.slotls of the thesi• 
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Ctlu14 not be accepte!lt sven if objective eonditlona of 

the workers ver.v* ett1l 'they do not. constitute mult.lple 

classes. We do not need multiple defLnitJ.ons of wozld.ng 

class to explaln various aegments.of thiJ:'dwor~ wodd.ng 

class. l4en.tlfJ.cat.t.on of! tbim 1101!'·14 wol.'if.ing claes cannot 

be purely a 1:heore'tien1 exercise. It ls also a p~found 

political question. we nave argued that & 1im£ted 4eftni

tion of working c.1ase is th.m:JJ'(lt.~cnlly u well as prectJ.• 

celly untenable. A bl%leder deftn1t1oD of workin9 cless 

should be taken up by keeping eye upon various segments 

of third .-orld lllQr'kJ.ng clatUh The &Jf1n1tiotu!1 exe.tOise 

must be teken along vith ~lanntort exercise. Work1ng 

ele:;a must. be unc!eret.ood vts-o.-vis the 4ominent cl&sftes 

l$Dd structures of eltPlo1 te:t:lcn. in this cont:.ext.. we he'Ye 

d1scusae4 ott the nature of post-ec>lanlol state, we have 

made 1t very clear that po.st-eolo:nJ.al s~te 1a never 

neutral. lt ts e1e.as-b1~. The Cl$.$aice.l Merx.ia 

pr:oblanat.ie must be reconst.J..tmted to \Ulderstand 1:htt post• 

colonial stat.e better. We have at'gUed that. post-colonW 

ntate 1:J not an epl~henctttenon of thl.a:d world eeonomlc 
0 

stt'\J.Ot.ures. It is not dotemJ.net!l elone by the capit,elist. 

class. Post-colonial state is ~l$t1 vely eutcn.omous. ~~ 

mediates emong the tht:'8e p.mp$rtle4 classes end between 

the pr.opertied clesse$ end the metropolitan eap1t~1s~s. 

Post•colon1a1 atate also medietes between the &>minent 
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Vltl.mately, postt-co1on1a1 stet.e 

pJ.:~esetves the l.ntea:e&ts of the pro~ed cla$seeh, Pos~ 

colot1ie.l state" t'tu:.ouoh coeJ:Cive ana ideological mee:nS:,. 

exercises domination over t;hlrd vor14 WOJ:kiftG eJ.ass.. lt 

creates an e.tmosphe:r:e of con&enSU$~ Poot.-eolontel st&.te 

controls the eiv!l society by wb.lcb Ueolovtcel. d0m1ne.t1on 

ls exercised. Revoluti.oneq tasJts for tht.rd world vo.tk1no 

· cless e..re much more complex. l'l has to et.tack not only the 

economic; foundatlotl but. elso the polt tical end cultural 

foundetions of third wo~:JA. 

Our obso"ations ete basicelly tetitat.ive. We hav• 

not int.t;mded to offer any conclusion ~ar:t!lno i:hlt'4 vor-14 

working clMil• At this. etqe~ it will be. quJ.U premat\U'• 

on out part. to offer eny conclusion. -th~. pwblens are 

really .enormcJ:us end complex. 'the tl'ajE!cttu:y of the 

proWems is very long. A few ~lags beve been. aatd. A 

lot. many. pr:oblems are s~Ul ~het:e t:o be bertdled in futUrth 





•Ft.rst. iel.l us why you' ace heJ:.e .: h&ve you only 
come tc tell us Datt.e sam~ 1s power h\UlgJ'f en4 that ve 
should go back to worlt'l 8 

Textile worlc.~n~ ·now back in tbetr village bOmtas 
three tnOnths into the lo.ngest atrike in 'their hiator:y. 
are at. firet suspJ.clows •. Prott't the beg:lMing thf31" luave 
beer<! f.rom their mo.r:e well•known villeqe lea4ers only 
anti•ntrilce p.r:ope.ganda • worked are well off anyway end 
ere causing 4atJe.ge to the. ne.t.toa l3y demanMftg too mueb, 
et.c. eta. But once they find cut Chait theae. v1sit.ors. 
orqentsel"s w1tb e.g.d.eultt.trel lebouers and to111ag 
peesente S.n o. D$&rby village. are \U.fferWJt. &:l!'e S\)l)pQt
ters of the it: striJce, have been dt st.r1bUt1~ pamphlets 
showing thla support. thelr mood chenqes,. A. lamp 1e 
brought, friends are eelleO. a meetJ,ntJ :is 1'1•14 1ft a s.mall 
temple it\ . this poor peasant. section of •. prospe,r:oua entt 
merchant--dOminated village Sa the fce:th11ls of the· 
Sal\yed:r:isl and t.he p.tOCe$8 of orgenlein; the t.ext11e 
workers in Shlralapet.b telttka of Sangl1 41st,d.ct has begun. 

' . 

workers go in g~ups of five to ten fsom village to 
villege on bicycles.· shouUng slogenttJ meetings are hel4t 
reports ere heerd of prooresa in SombaYf they take paft ln 
April 19 ben<!lhl w.tth the contribution fi.'Om e ttade union 
centre 1n nearby Ko,lhepur: they eent. e ven efta spend two 
days touc-1ng to tlw very height of this· mountainous teluke, 
en4 a rally is called at B1lesh1 on t·'lay 2. Bilaehi le 
femous fo-e its 'jungle sa.t.yegrehe• of the independence 
movement, wheft t:11110 peasant boyc wel.'C Sho~ dow by the 
pollee 1n 1932 clingin9 to the nattonel flag, Durino the 
1942 satar• 'prati aartte.r' it was 89ein. with the whole -
teluke, a cent.r:e of peoples • courts tmd emed st.r:uqgle 
egains" the British end aqe1nst the decoit.e end OOOn4•• 
herass1ng the people. For ~ JS years o~ 1ndepen4enc::• 
efter that, however .. · it experienced only the unehallenqed 
political dominenC:$ of the Congress Pat'tY• Mowt as S.s ~rue 
of much o! lnd1a. tho forests t..'l~ onee covered tbe whole 
of the t.aluke. end t4~o wes~ern ghats have nearly venished, 
and the huge new Cbando11 4~ pxoject. ls on its way to 
re41eal1y chenging the agrarian structure. Bu't thou;h 
some government. work ls now evrdleble on the 4am,- the lives 
of poor peasants of the area have so fer changed U.t:.tle, 
and they still eend their sons to BombaY. to survive by 
toiling in the mills as they dia in ~be 4ays of ~be Bri~1ah. 
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M4 now. tor 'the first time. llf.l4. flags cen be seen 
1n the t.eluka 1n the organising tour$ of . thtl tellt11e 
workers • 1l.'Ontcally, in the h.an4e of wor'kers Wbcse most 
repeated sloge."l is ""on9 live D&tte samant.: • 

. The B11ash1 rally, a't~ende4 by wodters f:tOm 25 
villages, is addr:e~used by' ecttvist.e of! ~· ~~ Niahs.n 
Perty end the Shx-mik MUktt Del wbo have been acttve 
ernong t.extlle wor'kers en4 e«t1cultural labourer orqeni• 
sat.ion•• (Datta Seman~ h.l.mself, WhO hal! of cour.ne ·bee~\ 
mos~ in demen.d u a speeker, 1s u.nabl• to come1 and h1a 
othtn: major eeUvi&ts have only recently been arrest.ea 
on trumped•up murtler chaJ:ges.) And u th$ workers 
themselves speak,. pertlculerly \<~hen they elq)r:t!!ac t.heit 
fuey eg:a1n and 09ein at the tyranny 1n the mills of the 
RMHS (Rasht.riya l•till M~r sangh} it beaomes clear 
that. while their: economic grievenees are ove!Whelminq, 
their dete.tmtnaelon to fight. elso ftes a deep e~m9t.1one1 
basi$ i.n tbe1r assertion of ~h~dr .d.ght.s as l'rmften beings 
and members ol El ele.~•• One wotiter, telling of he-vine 
bt!fWed en4 'b.r;.UJed the ~el &~a •union l~er:• to get: 
his bacU1 status shifted tO e po:r:manent poeiti01)• conclu""' 
<led with,. 0 1 may dJ.e e b&tl! - but l'm not 'iJC)ing. to bow 
to o.nyor1e • s feet ageinl u And the response of the w.c-kers 
J.s "let those RMI48 goona show t."letr heeds here# we• 11 
knoc)t them Off' n 

The dete.cmiDaUon of ~e vodten. sbcWft at:, 'b.he 
B11ash1 meet1nq, has been there from the beglnn!nv. No 
one who had spoken to thfJ wo.tkers in this area, even in 
the early day& of the strike* ccu14 heve be~ under the 
illusion chat. tt could be broken .tn· thr:e• or four mon'th$• 
Th• workers hed ret.umed bome thinking even then in terms 
of at.x to eight months,. and with the determ1nat1on that. 
"wtt • A not going beelc until we have wotd froni Datta 
;;.,unant a • '1'bis s~rJ.ke in their minda was the bi.q orut. the 
battle t.bet bad been bUilding up for years over~ 1t~eues 
of low pay,. disease-r:J.dd.en working conditions. laelc of 
work. attandardlsatton, leek cf housing (\l)d other fae:1lit.1es 
to $11\eliorat.e the grim struggle for survivel ~n Bombay, 
the ongoing bullying end eon"UPtion of the RMMS. "S.ll 
yout- hOuses, sell your lend, anything,. but. don•t give up 
t.his t.lrn$•" 

The eb!ltty .of t.be lergest. section of the working 
class 1n India to maintain such a lonv strike is one 
aspect of tbe still-e.x!sting :tut'e.l•.lrb&n oonneetton. 
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Another espect is the link be~ween the Sombay textile 
capitalists, ·the !Ullnc;r Congress perey, end the pow&l!' 
structure in the vllleqes themsel-ves~ which . hes become 
strikingly clear to the workers thomselve& tn the course 
cf the strike. 11\e ~s 10 tme per' of t.bJ.e li..nkage., 
&nd their ect1vist.e, themselves 4rawn from the v1ll$Jes., 
heve tr1e4 to apply the eesme k1t14 of pressure in tho 
village& aa in the cJ.Ue&. Neerly the entire kulak elite 
has been with Utern in thls, includtn9 the sarpanchea.
chaimen. ell. the well ... ktlown v1llage b1g men~ ell .ln'Y'Olved 
in trying to persua4e .end bul.ly wox·kers to go bact-:. The 
village goverrunental structure hes $leo bee~ usetl, v.f.th 
notices sent to e~ery police pat.ll askln; for the names 
of ~tr11d.ng workers~ Md: as'kLng him to approach them ~.m.4 
convince them t.o go back to worlt. 

None of t.he$e pressur.e tactics bes lltorkedJ they 
hevc simply helped to gene.-allse tbe .teMntment. of the 
workers at. their working ucnd.i.Uons end dirteet feeto.ry 
exploitation to the wicier pol.lti<ud &truqtu~. The 
r~a.istence of the ltrtrkors themselves mey bnvo begun in 
a quiet way¥ s1nw1y talking back to the v.illaga boa:ne 
('*You went me to go baek to wotk1 Try Off6;iring 5 nJ:Pees 
for paople to work on your well tomort"'W $84 Me if .any
one romes! *'') but it. ba.s rrove4 on to «.om eqi tationl\1 fome 
of resistance 1n the eight month co~se of the 8t.t'1l<e .. 
Md this is not. e tm1all thJ,.ng tn an u~a which has tndi• 
tion.ol1y been the most fJOlJil end :most pol1t.1ed.1y heavr
t..reight ~al baso of. thO Congress power struottu:•t. Per 
the large majo:r:i ty of the ~tile workers who have returned 
to their villages (the ~i workers a~; tor tho most 
part settled with t.beJ.r farn.i.Ues 1n BQmbtw), ot:G from 
natara_, .Cangli ane lY!>lhapur aistriets., net so much from 
the irrigated • .suq~e-ricb river valley v11laqes as f~ 
the hilly end dt"Y tn1Ukea on e! t..~er .s!d.e, .t-tost come ftom 
tho femil"s of the cur.al poor. for: the low pay and bed 
\iOrking conditions of t.he te;tU le !rAuatey make 1'\ emono 
t.he l-east c!esirable foms of Botnb8Y employment• MQlW "..; 
young ~torkera., w1 th fetJ :U.nk3 to the COn'lmUt11at parties 
end Ma.rxi"t traditions of the older sec"ions of workeral 
they have found the1.r .l.e!!M'!ersh1p 1.'1 the ~11 t.ant. bOUr
geois un.ionism of Dat.te .Sanent. end not in lifllY pany w1tb 
pret.enaione to r.evolutioniaing the rw:al potn!r stru.etu118• 
But. their seethi:n9 disc::ontent .U the dete~netton of 
their otruggle !s ~ding one r.10re f'actoJ: to t'htt er:osion 
of the leg! timeey of Kulak powe~ in tbe: re¢on ~ 'thUs 
to the ongoiug di.a!nt.e.-yr$tion of the oou.r~eo1s pol1tlael 
perttes •. 
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The pmceaa of orvanis1no this 41sacm~ent of the 
worlcers b the ~ral aria it.self began with Dllt.t.e Bement' • 
appearenoe on :februery 21 at. t-he aorieult.ur:el leboure~ 
eonfet:"en«:e at Setane tn Nest'k 41st.r-.t.ct. The confetenee 
was orge,nised mainly by the Lal Risban Petty, en4 !t was 
followed up by e: rurel tou~: o£ s~t end the Ql'O LNP 
leed$ra YashWunt Ch&v$11 and n.s. Rulkam1 thtVUQh v!lleges, 
in th.. e .btlly. w Wtt$t.em .. M4 .. arr eaatem t.alu.lals of ·the three .. 
sout.bexn HaheltashtrJ.en Clistrtcts:f ~ t:our was a ~
lng success. wc:u:kera and t.heir poor peeeant ft1at1ves 
end friends turned out tn masses of up to t;;went;y to thlrt.y 
t.housend for meet.lnga .tn the bigget:' vtllaoes., and often 
oatheJ'ed. to force spontaneous unecbt!IC1u1e4 meeUnoG on the 
way or to ~um planned 'tOad Vla1t.s• J.n:to fu1l-acale rallies 
complete with ptecessJ.ons t.h~h '-be v11le.ge$,. Thes• 
meetings were nearly all orqania64 by the· YOI:'ker11 efta 
rural poor: themselves, v1t:h SGmQ. iX'GPU&tor:y help of tex~lle 
union ectivlste f.l'Om Dut.ta Sant$1tt s Mebuash.t.t'a Gtm1 
Kemger Union and ~he WP•s 1<Cta4 K8mfl&r Sengbet.hena. 
Just as in the sat.ene. conference, they were tne.rke4 by 
expressions ot unitY between wodten M4 . ..ural toilets 
end hostJ.llty qein~ the rieh farmer el1te. :lew of thia 
elite or their pollt.ical representatives <wi\b the •JCCeP
Uon of Peesent. an<.i Worker Party .Leaders in tt fGJI v111*9es) 
attended the workers. • t:Je.ttt:!.ngs, .. ana where they did tbey 
often fOund a highly unconqeniel e:tmo$phe;re., At: Ut.tur J.n 
Kolhapur district a supsnch grew intensely 41$'t\lrbec11 et 
telk bf LHP OJ:9M1$er Stmtaram Pat11 of agricultural 
labourer-s' pmblems end the need for unltYI be toae to 
proteot. • juet. t.alk ebeutt the woltkers~ why ete you. bringing 
in pol1ticsn, and vas 1gnore4. ln the foll.owJ.nv speech 
Datta semant. himself took up tho theme# oayiftg .t.be.t 
wo,:-kara could not. affor4 to stay tJ.W&Y fs:orn po11t.tca, that. 
they hed now had experience of all tbe rul.lng partie$ :betray• 
1ng them, end that the •arpanch'e party !ihou14 send a 
resolu·tion throqgb the orampencha.yat supporting the st:l"1lt.e. 
And the men was beselged by workers aftetwatds pceadng 
this demanch Interest1nuly. the 1sGues of •peasants• 
raised by speekere at these meet1nqs were not. those of the 
d:emem\s for h1gher. crop prices., but. W~Jre rathe~ such 
i esues as the 1em4 nee<Se of project•effectecl workers,. mini• 
mum veqes for agtJ.culturel 1~.\b~)urers* ce>rtUptlotJ end 
1nfluenee.amongel'.'ing 1n the ltul&t.conttOlled sugar facto""' 
ries end the 4iffieult1e& of poor peas.ant• itt hav1ng their 
sugar taken for pxocetlsinv• · 

This fLrst .rural tour ba't ita main aim aa that of 
collect1rlg qreJ.n for the striking workers ana ~tr 
femJ.11es who haVe been left ln Sozn~ end of spreedibG 
some ini tlal conaciousnes.e among the· wo:r:ker:s VhO bed gone 
back tc tbei;t: villages. ~ aft.e.r e phase of ~t.1ng$, 
qrain collection .end building some orgen1.sat10ne1 links, 
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more agitational forms begM i:O emexge.. wo.rltera t:Umed 
to participation ia bend.he., zoad-.bloe~s and. gberaou 
dJ.rectea egeinat the .HLAs. o~ otheX' qovemment officiale 
f.tem their at'EU!I!'h·· The Sh1ra1&Peth ~1e workt.lrs• 
organising bad its c:lJ.me)t in early July when e meet.!.ftg 
was plenneet by bfO loeal MLAa ana a st.ate mlntster 1n the 
taluke town to tl'f to convince the t~Ctrkers to ntum tO 
Bombay; they blcckeiled their cars t.wice and~ after 
one set. of $Ct1v1trta. wos errestea other W'Orkera forced. the 
plenned meet:J.ng to close down with en upJ:Cu• lt hu 
apparently become almost impossible for the Conqress part.y 
bosses now to OOllfront. the wor'kers in their villegtuh 

'l"''le mdA lack baa beeo the wealmoso of a s:eal left 
political.· !-oree in bulldifto up i:b1s J:\11'81-urb&.a toilers• 
alliance. Dat.ttt S811'lent•s own union $t.ru.ct.uR is no• 
ge&~ to this sort of thin; eft4 aft.er the ft.nto tour his 
eetivlsts beve not shown much 1nte!$ott the loc:al lnwlv.,.. 
ment. of those wor'ker-aet1v1ets committed to sacant bas 
been relatively spontaneous. The CPI end CPX(M) have 
also for the nost. past 1gnot'Od tho taslt of rural orgen1• 
sing. Even at the t>cq1nn1ng of the ~.ttdlce, they he! \U:Iifed 
warkera to s~ay 1n. Bomb&y rather thlJ.n rGtum to their 
v1llfl9'es, $£ip&rently 1n t.he belief t:he.t 1 t 1& only 1n the 
dynamic heart of the c.1ty tbet a. ~eal m&.G$ movement. can 
toke ple~e. \'fhen questioned enout th1e thelr activists 
plead the lack of a rural base for the pactf' S.n. southern 
.Mshareahtrat lt is true that;. the L.'IP haS somewhat m:u:e 
widespread rur:el-baSetl unions and r'llr&l lJ.ftks, but t;bese. 
have been less impOrtant. in t.he tf.\Sllt of mobilJ.slf\9 the 
work·ers then the feet. that the party decided t.o put some 
resources into first otqMJ.&bQ the n.rel tour with s.~ent. 
and then dt..recting me.n.y of its teXtile ec:Uv!sts who h$1 
gone "baelt to the villages to organise en4 sen.&ng 'twa of 
lts leading ect.1v1$U on elmost continuous rural jeep 
tour for some mont.b:et. In contra.at, even those CPX f'.!nd. 
CPl(M) act.ivis~o who work 1n o.r: e.re from eouthem Mf!ha.tasbtra 
have g:ene.relly z:ernai.ne4 1ft the c1Uet end spent their time 
trg!ng .~ uee the new bunt of te.t.lle mill~ by 
ce,pturing local textile unions f~ th• ex!stlng conse:
ve.tJ.ve leadership rather than ~i.ng 11\t;O the ,i!lqea. 
{.,n.iJ.te 8$1de from. the ptcbl(;!tl of 14eolog1es of bOw to bu.f.ld 
the •workez:,.peasant. ellience•, the whole sltuat.loa eeems 
to indicate a lack of tmagination end daring- on the part 
of tbe two big peu.:t1es# n~1t then a leek of ect1v1ata 
end sympatbisers with rmral eouthem 11$be,rashtra eonnectJ.ons. 
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Ux.'RIL£ ST!UKS TURNS POLft:tCAL 

~ne hun4nra tbeafP'l(l W()l'kere me!:'lhed tn P>Vitto 
rein in Bombay on A~t 1, t'tring ~ a atd.ke of 250,000 
textile workers, the le..r:geet ln bistocY• to a n~w level of 
polit.ieal. confmntaticm vieh the Congftsa\:t) • ttwlthOut 
a.estmying the enU.....wc..-ld.no clU:$ power ·Of Congress, the 
basic problems of texUle wot"ken en4 O·ther eec:tt1one ·of 
workers cannot be solved*, deClared the vozoketS' l•eder. 
Datta Semant... Ot..~er un1on representatives. women'a 
organisation representativea, an<~· e.ct1~ste of the Lal 
tU.shs'l Pe,rt.y ee1let!1 for worke.rs• t.eke-over of fe.etodes, 
recalled Chine. • s •long mu-ch • en4 atre.ssed tme transfoa:ma
tion of the workers • struggle into a political one. 

ThJ.a wes t.he Mggest !n a series of 'lotiO mat:ehes• 
orgenioed ln Bombay under samen~'s leade~shiP• end was • 
reaponse of the working clas• to claltn$ of the government 
~4 m11lowner:s that the strike haa been defea~ .. 

~rue, abOut 1201000 wor'ke.rs are beck in t.be milla 
without winning erry demands (thls ts the offt.ciu fiqure, 
and of t.b~a number only about. 9&.ooo ere ott;J.nel wr:kel!'S,. 
~he rest are newly hit'edJ· f!l'C4 ·tho mejodty of workers tltlll 
out. m.-y never ;at the!t Jobs back due to severel mille 

_ vo·lntJ bank.tnpt an4 'th• othe~:a undetteld.aq extensive 
l'l\Odem1sat.i<m end re~ent. But. tbe mood of the 
WOrken ia one of anger, not ~raliaetJ.on. 'the· wc:u:-l¢ers 
under:t:bOk the strike f.:om t:he beginning lrl a ap1r1-t of ~ 
compmml.oe, succeeeU.n; ln ~einJ.ng out longet tbG'l ettyone:. 
even the left parties* he4 prec.U.ct:ec'l ( tbe mejo,d.1:y of 
WOJ:'ken remalned out fc>r 19 months end kept. most of the 
mills CQn\Pletely shut. fOt over a yeer) • Now, even thOUOb 
menr ere fcreed by economic h~Ship to re~m, . they b8VIt 
continued to st.nggle to the extent ~ey are eble. A~, 
pte:Jent :they eontinue to shOW t.bell." loyelty to- Senant • a 
Ut\lon • rat.her, thelr un.ion- by attendint its ra111ee, 
aul>scribing to membership even when police contl.n.ue to 
heraaa ona errest, ell those collecting Wliotl subscript.J.one~ 
end electing its activtst.s to mill eo-operative societies. 
Later they will again escalate ·ttl~ et.~e. 

The fact thet the strike has been 14-ef.oet.ea• bJ 
oon\fent.Jonel et..enduaa ean 9iw no comfort to the n1tno 
classes 4ft Xn&a' a industrial cent.:e, as thC!f anticipate 
continued unrest 1rut14e the mills end watch a ntaW polL• 
tical ollience o£ industrial workers. the mrel. poor, .ltake 
dalits an4 women gradU«lllyLshape.- es seen 1n the Aw;ust: 1 "' , 
rally• 
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The· .first. step of tbe t.ranef<l~tJ.on took place ln 
Ju.n~uly when worl"..er:s chellenged vasent4ede Patt.l., 
stending tor election .tn his ow at,-cngholct of Sengl.i 
~ confirm his poa1 t1on u Chief t-1J.n1ster • The consd.• 
tueney wes e toto11y saf-e one1 Ulere ~ many ten11e 
workere from the out1I1n_ -ib baclafent _ erees of the 4t.strtet., 
but the eonst.itueney s 1n central Senol1 eJ.ty, exelud• 
ing ita wcrldng clesa suJ:nu:bs end including 1s-we11 
.t..r:rigat:ed vill.eges. But. whea an LNP candidate becke4 by 
semant • $ workers Pront end the left pertie_s end dol1t 
organlsat1ons stoo4 1m behalf of the textile wotkera' 
struggle, Dade became so nervous that he c~ in the 
constltuertey for nee.rly a !ttent.h1 brought 4oaflntt ol 
ministers end MLAs to help hts esmpaign1 end exercised all 
sorts of stronq.erm tactics on the l!Ot.era. 

· Mo$t. of these were of the usuel type • making .lt. 
eleer t.hat wards/villages not voung fo.t Pada woul4 get 
no development funds, tha:eetening the MU$l.lm minority 
witb'another Malegaon• • d1$t:rlb'uttng thousends of aad.s 
to women voters. etc. But when the CongresG 9QOndas be{Jan 
stone throwing and t41dng out 'kni ve~ the hundred& of 
workers who had come for the campd.9fJ. threatened w 
.rotaliate an4 the l$ve1 of v1olene~ ,re;p141y de-escaleted-. 
On election dayf July 3, the workers* ~ptesentative, 
sentrem Pot.ilf had won ts,ooo to Dada•& 5$1 000 wtes. 0 If 
we can do so much 1n a doh ~stituency Uke Sanglt Which 
has been in Dada's family pQQket. fot dece.desc~ t.he whole 
Cobgress power is ooJ.ng to rock by 1995#, seid jubil4t\.t. 
loeel activists. \11th lnd1ra Gandhi navlng Alreedr lost 
the south end Kashmir. end feeing unprecedentEd t.l.UmClil in 
Ansam $14 {;)unj-ab. e blow in Mfiherashtra coUld b& & final 
straw. And the main dtffe~ce fmm the ot.he~ states ia 
that the opposition all.l.anee shaping up 1n Mahe.roshtra 
is one with a so114 world.ng· cless eot:e · end leadership. 

1:1\-e po.lit1cel .evolution of tme teXtile et.rike !s 
not Birr.ply towards oppoe1t1one1 electol'&l politic& bUt is 
also one of workers moving to lead ttttu;gles of o~e1r 
to!llng sections. Workers .of senc;l1 dlstrt~. for £ns1:ance¥ 
heve begun to fo=nulat;e at.rateo1es for leedlng struggles 
of .rural le.boure:rs end poor-m1dd1e $')$Mente against the 
k\llek elite enttrenched 111 ehe vt.lle.ges and tJuger factories 
of. the centrel 1rr1geted areas o! ~e difJt.rtct.+ Marehes 
end demonstrattona of labourers on .Qnploymettt. Guar&"ltee 
nche:ne projects hove elreedy begun. And in Som'bay' itself, 



on July 1$# Se.fftant.' s WOJ:<kere' ·Front oqenlse<l en eti
pr1ca rl$e march• mainly 184 by vomen, aqal.ost t.be whole
selC! market. the ean'U'e of merchant power 1ft the city • 
Th1s is e major at.~tp forward, for se.~ent•o urd.onlsm. 
though ntiltt8nt, has up to now been l.imtted to fightinv 
for wage de:m4!\dth Now, bow much sament a en. indlvldUe1 
is moving left. remairus to llo eeen, b\11:. there is rto· «SoUbt. 
that the one-time COngress Party membet ie now ellytng 
with tilt least ~ sec:Uon of oommunlst.a ana e~liing fOJ"th. 
ns a leader of 8ft 1nereas!.ng1y politicise4 working elas•s. 

The teMt.tle stx.-1ke ftom the beginning hsa Mel many 
unique features. &fUO~ them notably the oppotd.t.ion it has 
faced • confronting not only the moat powerful section 
of the Indlan bourgeoisie but also a st.ete edanently 
determined to crush the workers for feu their success 
m1ght. inspire e weve o£ et.ruggles tln:ougbout tbe country. 
The strike began in what ln4J.ra Gandhi· bad deolered to 
be the *Yenr of Productivity• • end. by the time the year 
was over lt. he.a resulted in 50 lt\111'-oa *mendeys' lost. 
·rhe .b!®nomtc: survey named it a majo~: factor .r:eeponslbl• 
fo.-:- lew GNP gxovth in 1982. 

To crush the stri'ke e. full range of tactics vea 
U$ed• on the one band, cepression.t the coostattt use of 
police. sporadic arrests~ beatings and oceastonal tor. 
turing of workent sometimes randomly dragged in fJ:'O!!l . 
their <:hawls, repeated det$ttUon of all tnaJot unlcm 
activists {who coUld be fOundll below the level of Samet 
himself, end generel.ly as mw::h force as th~ •tate d.ared to . 
use age.tnet e mass of a tnmarea t.hous.an<l coneentretea 1ft 
central Bombay. AqaJ.nst. workers who had gone ·baek to 
tbeir v111eges, the state t~ied to aettvtete the entire 
aovemment•partf mec~nery. from police paetls asked to 
report. workers to the poUce to local pol1tieiena and bosses 
b~inging pressure• 

The \~Qrk.ertt responded to 't.hl.s with mess.lve soUd.arit.y 
campaigns that 1nclud.e4 eont.rlbU.ti.on of ton& of ga:-td.ft fzom 
peasants, donat1ona from workers end employees f..n other 
1nduetr1es, ae well as support strikes at the et.ete level. 
And ~k own ac:Uons included huge nUles, mamhee end 
jail bheM cem,peigne 1D l3<:nnbay as vell aa 1n Nral areas, 
and. in ieb£U$ry-March 1983 d1str1c:t•leve1 'lono marehee' 
1ft vllich 51 000 to 12.000 workers welketi ,....... de.ys trom tbetr 
villages to di•trtet heet1quert.ers 1n four dl~t.rtcts. 
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a'be other •SJ>ect of t\he 8Ute • s 8ftd tnillowfters • 
nra-ew was a verr eopbist.ioet«J. pr;opeoenda cempal0ft6 
directed more .at the ml.&Ue eleas ana other aect:J.ons of 
the wo#'ld.ng popW.etica in an e:t~fi to abOw the:t the 
st.rlke was futile- t.nat it wasn't: neU.v affecting the 
millowners because they had huge stockpiles on_ben<S, 
end thet anyway the tn111a were • really I'Unftinq', The 
bourgeois prtJas belpe4 ttd.e bf .repo.tt,.tnq ptaetioally 
notbin9 on the stdke $CCGPt the millowcu:a • pl'Opagem!a. 
Mills wete kept open, and huge ·SQl1\.$. wer:e paid out for 
month& to '"vo.rke£1J' bnalnly e~Gbs ana Qlericel std.f) 
who in face hftCl no~ln;- to· do because no pf!Oductlon was 
golnq on. an4 c1ot:h produeed elsGWbere was stamped as 8<:)mbay 
produce ""' all 111 order to matte • abO¥ thet t:he m&lla wen 
:t'\lftnlng. Anti ln feet maftJ' people were coftv.tnc:ed that 
• aft.er all t.het"e is .no shortage of cloth • can •ee" 
beeause the government cou14 ·make up abortag~ts in ~ 
internel mutcet while huge e.JC.POrt los111e•1 for whieb 
&ombay pxoduction was vital, were not eo eaaJ.ly v1eib1e .• 

The rep¥"e4elcn hed l:U:.tle effect en tbe workers. 
Efforts to br1no p%1JIJSU.Je ln •he villages failed, end 
the Con9f'ess-RMMS eetJ.vist;e who w.nt to their once
secure villages to try to b:ring: back workers Rr& dri'VetJ 
e.we.y • someUmea 11 terelly nak.e.S. Xt was sheet economic 
pre$sure whtch in the end dtOve enough 111Qt:kf)re back to 
star-t the m111s !'Uftl\in9• aut t.be _ p.ropcvan&l bl!te cU4 
.heve en effect in creating a pueeled en4 4efeat1et mco4 
about the strike emong ~he urban middle c:luttes. 

surp.r1s1ng1y tbis included most middle clua 
leftlst$f end a uni.qtte cm4 ets~urld.ng fea'uxe of the 
strike was the failure of the es'Qbl1shed l.aft (the C:PX, 
CPt(H) end socialists) to qlve it. more thM nomln~l 
support. These parties did not mobilue t.heir unions to 
suppo:rt; it s1qn1fleanely even in Mt\hueshtr• stete. an4 
i:here was elmost no ell-Jndia s~ppoJ:t ecuon., "the left 
pal:ties a&>ptQ.d. a <!efeet.ist. atU~Uile to t.he a~rlke fr:cm 
t.he beginn.tng,. end after the big Oetobet" D1wali vecatldn 
decided that the $trike had 'fhmled out., 8ftt! P.l"1Va~ely 
&dvtaea the1r: own membttrs J.n textiles to go baek to work, 

These pert,iee have hated Dattte samaat, foJ: workers 
have been 1eev1nq t.b&S.r otliona en4 flocld.ng- t:.o tUm. u . a 
r•su.lt of hls great:er m1U~ancy and nJecUon _of leoe.lla. 
W.lth e sectarian att.1tu4e the~ only unions ana struwl•• 
uncter their own control can be l'eelly revolutionary. they 
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have seea t:be ~extl.le strike as tJDat.ta sament* a strtlte*, 
end predicted thet the workers ateer tne$.r defeat. wouUI 
~1ee the futlli~ of· sucb •mindless militancy' .e.ft4 
¥etum to mote traditional 'X'ed fleg 1 leadership. But 
the opposi t.e baa bappetU!!dt the beee of these parties 
emc>no the Bombay wo:rld.ng class bee kleen elmottt nulUf1ed. 
en4 1n a &~11ng Clftd JSymbol.1o end of e. 'hlstoricel ere. 
wo:t'Jite.t:s dtst.ubed. the .speech of s.A. Dange who has had a 
solid base erronq them ever since hie leadership as a young 
Conmunist in the fiJ:"st historic 1928 tdti1e strike • 
When he ~ea.t"e4 vl.th e. Congress(%) leader to neppeal to" 
the ~extil• wox-kera. · 

However. thflt aect.t.on of t:he left thet eupportec! the 
atd.k:e with thei~ fUll resources has grown ln the pxocees. 
~ larien of these,._is the La1 Ntanan Party, which now 
baa the blggest rural end \U'btul base of any comnuntst. 
party in the state an4 pubit&hes & daily peper in Maretnt~ 
Shre.'n!Jc. Viehar. LNP tht-EM ell its union and patty resources 
into the strike enct organised moat. of t.he tural agitations. 
Included also are e number of sme.ller new oonmun1st. oroa• 
n1sat1on&; notably the Sbremik MultU Del, a •post.-tradl tional• 
C!Cmmunlst. ql'OUP which organised the rural f!t91tat.ton 1n 
sengli. district., and the Navjawen Bharat Sabha. a Naxa11te
llnke4 ox:oup of fOUD9 wodte~s in central Bombe.Y• 

ftie effects of the sttilrt:~ are ee mejot' end long-term 
es 1te s1ae. One of tmeae w1l.,l. be 1ts economic effect. on 
the 1n4ust.cy. for the weeker mille heve net been able to 
survive en4 t.bit bigger ones have been unde~ftg extensive 
modemJ.Gation - C'edueing the nwr.ber of wor'keJ;s they wlll 
baVI!l to confJ:Ont 1n the f\tturel The moaemlsetion process 
had begun earlter~ but the st.rl.ke has hurried up the pJ:OCese 
of change 1n th.\e on~1me beekwara lndustrr~ 

Fmm the point of view of the working oless, l'lotfever, 
the polit.icel aspect of the atrike, ehangee in the or:qani• 
•aUon end elus-conscloueneee of the working class ax:$ 
m:uQb mo.ce !.mportent. then these GQQnam1o changes. Here, 
while the workers have not yet won 'their economJoc dtmande. 
they haVe 4ee1•tve1y bl'Oken. the bold of Conc;ress unionimn 
in thte put; of India. Upt.o now, While east.ell\ tn<!la. 
especially CalCl.ltte., has been t.h$ centre of t.be nost 
m11S.t:«at wo.rld.ng class actJ.vJ.t.ies under COn'lrllUn1st.-1e4 
unions, workers .tn Mahuashtra end Oujatat 1n western lndia 



(now the b19gettt industrial centre) have been uM.er 
congress dOminat.J.oth A lynchpin: of this begemony he9 
been the COngnae c.lanp t!ovn on the textile workers, 
e.id.S by repressive labOur- legislaUon end Congr:eu 
political hegemony-. 

Now. m111tent 1atJOuz st.t\lg~le of the past few 
yearc, mostlr under sement • s lee4ersh1pt have bECken ~hi$ 
pet.tem of incorporat10sh ~eir maln featun has been 
a disdain end 41eregar4 for all bourgeois legelJ.Slll• . 
etad the new tum of these st.rug;1ee to tbe J'eectgntUon 
of the necessity c£ politically c.'lest.rcy.tng Congte$8 
power .e.s a majol!' step forva~. 

4fhe fee~ ~"l.et. in tbe1r brBak from the l'lourgeots1e 
the worker• have t.utne(lt not. to the tl:$41 Uonel left, but 
to SJlnetlt, an 1n.dependent. 'touroeo.t.s refoanlst.' unionist, 
also ..mws the atagn&tion of perl!.ementary leftism irt 
ln41a. .lt has ~me no longer capable of 1eedtnq the 
most militant struggles, and aoumun1st. alternatives 
at:e onlv beginning to energe. A churninq ts golnq on 
in the wolid.n; class, an4 a major aspeCt of the new 
workera' movements developing tn lndta is thes...- 'inde
pendent • c~:J.ent.at.t.on • • rejection of the pas~ pe'ttem 
of relationship of poli.Ucal parties: to mass or:.ganisa
tiotts. J.n wb1ch perties ~houqh't t:rede unions, etc, could 
nave a cewlut.J.onery direeU.on and e •corACt line' 
only if t.her were totally under patty con~rol. Even 
irl the cese of the left pal"tiee# t'h.ls beeS led to ap11t:t1ng 
mass OJ:gan!.aetions elon9 party lines • v1th every 
go11tieel party having a separate trade unlon •centre•, 
sepuate women a wtng, _ate. - and to $l ... bor41n_ atf.ng these 
o.rgenisettOn$ fStl4 their st~les to the poll~ical 
e.lliencea. of the pa~:ties• 

Now the wo,rlters • movem•nt 1s going in the di,.:ec
t.ton of enetc:birtg the unlcns fs:ont tho gr:tp of these 
parti•e end the parties a.r:e f.lna1ng 1t hard to bear,. 
Thu$ thf! Ciil M4 CPX (t~.) 1nterp,rete4 ~he textile workers 
·go1~? from them to Datte Sament es • fora~ld.ng the .red 
flag_, due to worker•' *immaturtt.y• pt\ selfish •econow 
mlsm'. But .tn fact the outCO!n$ of the uxt.11e s:trike 
was im.at sement, Who had p~evtoualy used the Con9ress 
Party•$ fleg for his unions. has adopted a new flag 
now ewearin; ell over Bombey (end in many 41etdet townsJ
a fist rising out of a factory smokestacltt bleck or white 
with a one-third red bOrder. Symb0Ueal1y it ehowa the 
di~ of the entire Bombay movement.,. 
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More then ttass. it. cen ~ Deid ~t t:.be lbOst 
advanc«l achtevement cf the ettugqle .Ls the new re1atJ.on 
cf .orkets 'W1 th qr1cultural lamttte~s ana. small peasent1 
:J.n the oountrya14~t. Upto now in J:nt.Ua el:'eu of militent 
wo:dd.ng class st.tuggle have been elt•e.t~ ft'(lm mJ.U tent 
rural struggle end Vice versa-. · Now this- is changtn~h 
The change te shown J.n t.be Jhatkh.~attisgaztb movements 
with their exemples of mine vorkers join.tng end support::blg 
adivae1 peasant st.I'Ug9le-s., Aftd. ti: h8s batm en 1tnportent:. 
aspect of the Bombay textile voz'kers' relation with their 
villages 4Ut1nq their std'ke atrugglth A new era. 1s 
beg.lnnint 1n the tn&en world.ng: clus movement • 

u· ... - FJ ... _., • JJ • b H . t_it· ,.-, [_ .. Jllld &lJF !. t.F 7¥ 1\i kl!Wi "li._lfl,_. 
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21'll Jtl&t ·~lfl Ma 

By 

If you were to live the ltfe we U.'ftt 

(ftltm out of you would poeme· erie). 

We • kt.Cked end .epa1; at. fot our p.lece o11 brectl 

TOtal ftlt.ch £U1fi1lmtmt $'ld: nemtz Qf thO lo"-'• 
•• a do~tter degredera of our ·berit.ege 

You• its sole npositoty, 4eacen&wta of the S~Qe~ 

we • never 'baa a pai&f.l to. sc:J:~~'tl. our at"$e• 

¥otu the ooldell cup of ofte1'1ngs itt yo.u bank• 

Yout bCJ4:.lfl !ltmte 1n MniUewood 

ous JOU shoved under balf .. tJ.umett sarnt. 

Woul4n1 t. the .o.-14 c:b.Bl'Jge-• ~r.:4 fa&t ·. 

If you wen fot:"Cet\ tb live a1t lest 

This li£• that• e all we•ve alveya hedt 

antLIJ _U!Jftt:. fq R f _ iiU\·---------......... --
( Tearutlet.ed b1 GeuJ:l Deahpex\de) 

Publ1shed iru et!i~ll;i~~m~~e~~(I~Elb 



1&11 id&ia&ast •. fV..tiUYim 

sr 
J.v. Powu 

The• twietea flste en•~ loosen ·aov· 

The com&ng nvolutson Wft1 t walt for: you. 

we have e4w:e4 entm.Qhl 110 ftl'ln ~·now· 

won't. 4o lettlag 4Mm your b1cot.l•e call to a=e 

lt. won•t doa 

the seed$ of revolution h.llve been eow t.1ir'lc:e- long 

no uso aweitbg the ~loaion newt 

the fire-p.1t is fibla~~~t S.t 1a for f.OtrOtx't)N 

.ven if you ~ to JOU~i' hecla now 

no user Ufe•s ceRd.nty no mom. 

Mow will theJ' SD'U.ff · tbe 'ire vlthln? 

How w11l tl'aey ~top mlnda gone e.bluel 

No r:cre reasoning rtOWJ 

~esoo helps a lot 

Once the barlf!Qn J.s tot~ 

What 1a ft0#9 with keeplng the doot open? 
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