THE WORKINGCLASS IN THIRDWORLD COUNTRIES : &
A CRITICAL REVIEW OF SOME THEORETICAL ISSUES

Dissertation submitted to Jawaharlal Nehru University
in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the

award of the Degree of
MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY

BISHNU N. MOHAPATRA

CENTRE FOR POLITICAL STUDIES
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
NEW DELHI-110067, INDIA
1983



CENTRE FOR FOLITICAL STUDIES
- SBCHOOL OF SQCIAL SCIENCES
SARMHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY
NEW DELHI

28 Hovember 1983

CERTIFICATE

This dissertation entitled “"The Working Class
in Third world Countrien ﬂ Critical Review of Some
K‘heamﬁimz Isguas® by Mr. ;.$$ﬁ§ Hohapatra for the
Degree of Master of Philam;iphg has not been submitted
proviously for any other dégm of this or sny other
University, HWe racommnend that this diasertation
should be placed before the exsminers for their
consideration for the avard of the Degree of Master
of Philosophy. | '

D / | M |



ACKHOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to express ay gratitude to _

5ri Rajeav Bhargew: for his maa&mcﬁw\
guidance and kind encouragemens, At
various at,agaé in the preparstion of this
work, he helped me comprehending various
dimensions of the problens and in orysteldw—"
sing idess, I also wish to thenk my f£riends
who ungrudgingly allowed me to drew wpon
theilr time for numerous lively discussionss
Finally, I would like to thank Mr.Yashwant
for meticulous typing of my dissertation,

Delhi Be¥a MOHAPATRA
PDeveamber, 1983,



ACKROHLEDGEMENTS
PREFALCE
CHAPTER b o
CHAPTER f ¥ o
CHAPTER i1
CHAPTER v
CONCLUSIDN P
APPENDIRES e
X
it
BIBLIOGORAPHY .

¥

SQHNIEBZLTS

INTRODUCTIOR @ HOW DO WE POSE
PRUBLEMSY

BATURE OF SOCIAL FORMATIONS IN
THIRD WORLD QOUNIRIES

”

STRUCTURE ARD POLITICAL
EXPRERIENCE OF THIRD Wﬁw
WORKIRG CLAGS

RATURE OF m POST-COLONIAL
STATE

RKREPORIS O BOMBAY TEXTILE
STRIKE LED BY DATTA SAMANT

POENS

Eage Fo

21

51

83
306

112

126



FREFACE

e orisie of the Africen Revolution
is not & crisis of growth, but mainly
& crisis of knowledge. In too meny
cases the struggls for liberation and
our plans for the future are not only
without & thsorstical basoc but are alse
more or less cut off from the concrote
situation in which we are working*, 3

The above statement of Amilear Cabral goes beyond its
immediste context, | it pednts to a generalised theoree
tice) crisis sfflicting the praesent dsy Merxisme The
echoes of thio crisis are to be heard sven more cleerly
among the scholars involved in theoretical work on thirnd
worid mmiriea@ Since the publication of A0, Frenk's
pioneering work "Capitalisn and Underdevelopment in Letin
America® and the consecquent enthusisasm the new paraiiom
generated - the studies on third world have atagnated in
2 thaoretical morasss and it seems paradigmatic menarche
has been reacheds In this context, there is a orying
need for painstaking reeevalustion of existing theories,
The need is ever mr& urgent since, as Cabral pithily
wrote, ®"Our plans for the future ... without a theoreti-
cal base*. Tha Rewslutionary practice is waiting for a
theoretical revolution,

The 'working class' in the orthodox Marxist
scheme was asgsigned ﬁha messianic role of harbinger of
& worldwide revolution, ant ultimately the classless
soclety; orthodox Marxism has, &8 usual in csse of ail
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dognatism, stuck to the lifelens shell of the original
propositions even when the vital substance has been
drained sways The point is not whether, e particular
orthodoxy stuck to the original formuleotions mechanically,
but that all orthodoxies tend to perpetuste the conditions
Of their origin, This fate has been shered equally by the
‘second international’, or later in the ‘'Stalinist dogma’
or, most recently, by the *dependency school’, It is a
mode of Xnowledge which Lucio Colletti® pointed out as
‘aprioristic' and fundementally undialecticsl,

The theoroticel status of working closs in the
schema of social change has been meny times called to
question not only in third world countries but aslso in
advanced capitalist countries. But third world faces
problems vhich sre peculier and thus the questioning has
been far more vigorous, The most importent of the probe
lams 43 the nunerical insignificance of "working class'
in the predominantly agricultural countries of third
world, Even if we @0 not accept the traditional defie
nition of working cless as only the factory-based orga-
nised proletariast, still the guestion of nunber raises
an ioportant problems This has led to many revolutionary
theozeticiana looking to other social clasces to be har~
binger of gocvial revolution in third world countries
{ for exanples, Mad and Prenz Panon),. Yot the problem of

numerical preponderance is only a relative one, Since
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the first truly proletarian revolution that of Russia
was waged by a working clsasss which was far less signim
ficant &n nundber than nany present day working class of
third world countries, 7Thus i:}w question directly lesds
us to seek answer in the social formation in which worke
ing class 15 placed, Its sbllity to generate sgocial
change ia crucially dependent on its relative strangth
or wosknesns vises-vis other contending clasases,

The pecullarities of third world socisl formation
is thus the point of departurs of our stuldy, The most
important aspect of third world social formation is the
profound impress of colonisiiszn: In a sense, the modern
working class in third world countries came into being
in the colonial eres, in the apoch of monopoly capiteal.
Thus our study deals with the eépochal significance of
fornation of working class in a coloniel context,

Specificities of formation have often lingerod like
birth narks in the structure of working class. The
- problems, the structure of working cless raises, has been
dealt next in our study. These problems renging from
hetarogeneity of thipd world working class to the very
definition of working class hes been clarified, In this,
the nead for new snalytical tools to explain working class
in third world countries have been enphasnised,

?mally, we have studied the nature of postecolonial
stste and itz relastion with the yorking cless in third
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world countries, The concept of 'relestive-sutonomy’

of the posteccionial state has been used to emphasicve
the ideologicel hegemony the state sxercises cover the
working class. The ultimate goal of working class |
revolution is to cepture state power. It is surprising
that little has come from HMarsist scholears, which even
raise the cquestion of ideologlical and strategic domie
nation of stete, its various aspects m:ah&ng 1t inexe
tricably in the m&ng class stmgglm

Throughout our study, our effort has been not o
£ind & blueprint or é¢ven an allepervasive snalytical
modal to e:ﬁplain and prognsticate the dewvslopment of
working class in third world countries, Instesd, whersver
poszible we have ganeralized from different specific
instances, and tried to | raise thoss generalisations in
theoretical terms, Our e¢ffort thus has been ;Srimtﬂly
towards & reecvsalustion of existing theoriesn, rasther
than to delineate a new poredicgms 5till we felt that
it was bettexr to have asked guastions whore we have

found no clear-cut answers, than not %0 have asked them
at all,
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CHAPTER X




A spectre of incertitude is hounting the political
seilentists, working on third world countries becsuse of
corplexitios of phenomena and the methodological inadequa=
ciess Our purpose is to raise thooretical problems regarde
ing the conceptualiseation of woerking <lass in third world
countrios, 1 In a zmall wndertoking 1like thisg, detaliled
gnalycis is rendered impossidle, An sttenpt fe made to
throw light on some fundemental problems in the process of
touching the contours of the topleo.

Libersl economists, developmental theoricts and
sociologiots heve employed concepts like ‘evolutionary
growth of mmmy‘, Adlsorete polarisetion of ‘tradition’
and ‘modernity' and *labour commitment' (eguation botween
workers and management and workers vigesevis mechines) o
understand the complex realities of thind world countries,
The backwardness of the third world countries has been
gttributed to the primitive cultures of third world sociew
tiese Working class populstion has been conceptualised ag
pressure group interscting with othar pressure groups and
and with the goverrmant in a scciety whieh tends towards
equillibriun.® Capitelism and liberal democracy have been
posed as idesls for the third world countries. As a critique
of athncceﬁtrim; political scientists of third world count-
tries have sttamted to evolve indigenous modsls 0f dovelope-
ment in the third world mxztmﬁ Host of the studies of
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the above tradition are historically weak, crude empiricist
in its content and methodologically €fragiles. History of
working class strugglie has been interpreoted by them £rom
the angle of system-maintainance. That is vhy most of the
studies of the above tradition are overvhelined by the prob-
lems of legitimecy than the pimblm of social chango.

In this work, we approach the problems essentislly
fron & Marxian vantage point. Our mailn task i to raise

some crucial theorsticsl questions shout the working class
of third world countries.

Conceptualivation of the working class £rom Marxian
vantege point does not project absolute coherence in terus
of their anclysic and perception. But this makes the
Marxist tradition mors rich and comprehensive, Diversi-
¢ieg in the tradition must be identified for facilitating

future research in a more adequate manner,

One of the major trends by which the political scien-
tim:é and the historians have tried to conceptualiss worke
ing ¢lass in third world countries is based on study of
trade union mvementsw‘ Btudy of working class is inextrie
cebly related to its struggles, but mere analysis of trade
union movements is bound to be narrow and inedequate, It
overlooks the actusl socisl resalitiess It blurs the
distinction smong the leadership, working class and the



organisation. Many of the vorks on trade union movements
lack factusl richness and put the working class by sba=
tracting 4t £rom desp structures of socio«cconomic and
cultural matrix of the soclety. Depending highly on chro-
nological narretion of events, it relegates the local
historical specificitics into secondary importaonce, It
leads many times to detemministic reafing of working class
movements and the Msﬁaxy of working class in gmaxahs

In major studies of trade union movements in the third
world countries, reference to the nature of state is far
from adequates In spite of the weakness of these kind of
studies, we can ldentify some common traits of trade union
movements in third world countries, For example, the bureaus
cratic structure of trade unions, lack of leadership from
renks‘ and files of the working clasas and the pre-dominance
of plece~smeal vision of the leaders those vho fight for
small economic geins.

The second trend which has sttractod attention of
research scholars is the composition of the labour markets
and the structure of the labour force; Row analytical
categories have been employed to understand the ziatumr of |
the lsbour merkets end the process by which workers sell
their mmur-mwem& All the scholars have recognised
the heterogeneity of the laz:ﬁnx foree, in fact this has
brosdened the arena of studiés on working clgss. History of
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working class is not only the history of orgenised

workirg class but algo i;ha history of miliions of the
workers those who are yeot ¢ be organised. This trend

has ghed much light on, articulstion of different sogments
of the labour force with the deminant production process,
It aloo points out the future of working class in the
courses of changes in the modos of capitelist sccumulations
In this context, the category of ’lahsmwarim&twy‘ and
'marginalised labour gorce’ have been amployed to undere
gtand aiffémt segments of third worid working clasgs

The third tread brings a large number of studies

of labour movements on local basiSe’

The premise £rom
which the scholars of thisz trend start is the unoven naturse
of r::ay&miism in terms of difforent stages of ito growth,
time and spaces. They algo warn sgoinst Q%xéganemna&t&an
regarding the neture of the working cless. Unwritten,
infoonral sources have been explored by the schcﬁfaw to
understand the nature of working cless movernents better.
Facts heve been :;nmrpkemé by linking them to apeciﬂf:
context of capitslist production. HMany of the scholars

of this trend seem to be cbsessed with facts for which
theoretical arguments could not receive adequate attention.
Rathex, they have tried to exanmine the existing theories by
applying those in the context of different situstions which

is the major contribution to futurc researcherss



There are two ideologicel misconceptions which
abstruct the stuldies of the working class o prolifsrate.
First misconception theat draws our attention is that,
revolution in thisrd world countries will be ‘peasant.-
based revolutiont®, Rumeriecal strength of the pessantry
and stunted gzew@h'af industries have boen accounted for |
the above hypothesis. The nistoke of the hypothesis lies
in not teking intc account third world realities cpriti-
mall?oa The second misconception among the Marxists of
third world countries is that, the industrial proletariat
carmot be tha sgont of 3ac£élist revolution, FPanon and
Debray have decried against trede unionism of industrial
proletariat in the context of Lstin Americen and Aﬁsiaqn
countriess - "Labour~Aristocracy thesis® has been put forth
to explain tha»natuze,cﬁ gkilled industrisl workers vis—aw
vis the unskilled workerss It 48 also asrgued that skilled
industriel workers share & bit of surplus value in the |
taéim of distribution, It is true that dus to low level
of industrialisation, the strength of industrial prole-
tariat is numerdcally less in third world countries. Still
it is not correct to define the working c&aas~hy'taking‘
some arbitrory criteria. 7The ﬁaﬁaeptuaiiﬁaﬁxﬁulaf * labour-
aristocracy’ is the result of adopting a restricted definie
tion of working class by some saha;araéa The thesis can
explain to some extent the passivity of skilled and privileged
industeiel workers and theilr assimilation in the capitalist



produetion process in e historicel conjuncture., %he
political conclusions Gorived from the skove thesis are
not correct 8s proved by researchers in meny situationg.
The theais does not explain the hegemony of capitslist
stete over the exploited classess The fundanontal mistake
lies in dogmatic spplication of teraian concopts in third
world countriess Working class's revoluticnary potentialie
ties have besen teken s-priozi. This L8 the mictake that
the political scientists and histosrians cormit by analysing
the history of working closs from above. To understand
working class in itz totality, ew-priori assumptlons must
be banishads A etudy of vorking class from bolow must be
initiated.

in our wnxkgrwa have identiflied throe luportent lovels
for digscunslon. First is the structure snd differentiation
«f the vorking clessy second level is the chsracterisation
of third world social Lormations:end third level is ana‘
conceptuciisation of thizd wosld statw. 7hese three lovels
are nmade distinet not because of mere anslyticel convenlence
ut more becsuse of theorecical and px&ctiaal imgartance
attached €o theope thrse levels. However unpiscasant the
fact may beo, we do adniv that thera is o resdymaia Ecr&u;a
o study thisd world vorking class, stuﬁy‘éﬁ thiré ﬁm#lﬁ
working cless is no doubt conplex, Working cless connot
ke gtudiod in isclation. Hature of the working class cannot

e presdetarmineds 2e an enpitical cotegory, working class



in third world countries is heterogeneous in its structure,
I not only creates definitional problems bt also prebhlems
foyr g revolutionary prexig-classen extist only in & determie
note social formation. Wozking elass exists only in yele
tion %o a deverninate capitalism, in gelation to domlnent
clanses and 4n mslation to the éﬁmﬁnaﬂt structures of
sapitelisms By dlscusaing the zovial formetioms, the nature
oaf third world capitalisn cen bo understaod in rolation to
the dominant olasoss vise-aevis the working clesse How the
Somlinent clzssos axercise hegerony 13 algd an importent
guention, Discusnions of postetolonial stata, therchy
beoome theorobically leperatives It will provides knowledge
how the postetolonisl state Woops capitaliss, meproducing
ies mﬁiﬁmﬁ of existence and the procasses by which 4t

preservas tha interssts of the dominant olazses viswawvis

the aploived working clase.

We otill beiieve that Karmisn cpncepts will snable
us to understand the third wvorld socleties boettar then the
prevalent liberal conceptss No genuine Marxists can think
that writings of Marx and Bngels are froe from nistakes.
Marx has primerily begueathed a method of historical mater-
ialism which can be crestively epplied to mderstend various
complex realities, Harn's writing gtrs the concept of cless
15 Eragmentary, which sometimes leeds to confusion emong
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the Marxists as well as mrsa:ﬂamms.m The concept of
clans has beon used in verious ways by various scholars.
In the liberal tradition, class has been viewed as a
static, structured and stratified categoryn and by some
scholars has bean defined as a e¢lustor of roles. 12 ye
are using the concept of cless not ag o mere ensenmble of
atfferent structures'? put also as a process (primarily
cconomic but mediated by various other instances) in
hiswryau

The problems regoerding the differentiation of
working clazs in thisd mrl/‘ﬁ countriszs are the products
of gsemantic smbiguities regarding the definition of working
¢class, Io there an analyticel model axisting ¢o understend
third world working class? Bven if such a model in concrete
terms doos not exist, still some ahét;rmian can be mede of
third world working class from various historical experiences,
At this point what is more important for our purpose is o
identify tho specificities of working class fmrmamn. and
clags struggle in third world mmtriesg The procegs of
clasa formation in genersl and the process of proletarianie
zation in particular in third world countries are dependent
upon the nanner in which cgpitalism atteckn the pre-cepitelist
modes of production in third world countries and the manner
in which it restructures the preecgpitalist modes socotding
to the demand of cepitalism. Then, will the criterion,

owvmer or non~ownershidp of means of production be sufficient



to understend the third world working ¢lass? A theory,

put forward recently by many scholars, pointed put tha
rural links of the workers, partially dispossessed of their
means of pmﬁuc:ﬂamw The concept of 'free wage-labour!
has been used by many scholars to define third world working
class« This limited criterion someotimes leads to problems
regarding the characterisation of different segments of
working classs The sbove mentioned ¢riteria should not

be used in a mechenical fashion, These concepts should

be used by taking note of third vorld speﬁifwitisa; S50

it is important to conceptualise working class and third
world copitaliem in a more dynamic feshions The structure
of erxploitation must be identified and explained,

The problem of caste, ethnicity and racislism should
be taken stock of vhile analysing the working class of
third world countriaes, Using ‘class’® and ‘caste’ as two
_ discrets categories leads to marked perceptual distortion
anong the scholarss EBven it is incorrect to explain the
relationship ©of class and caste in terms of superimposition
of one over the other, Complex interaction of the two must
be understood. The menner in which l‘caate* should he studied
is not ss a vertical or horizontsl strasta or as mere repo-
sitory of cultural values, customs and hsbits but also how
capitalism wees them by reducing working c¢lass into multiple

caste groups,. In the context of African working class,
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Cohen has written:

Class and ethnicity must.be considered together,
as a bundie of intersecting and interrelated
relationships the most "dynamic® of which are
connected with the possession and distribution
cf political power. 16

It is quite pertinent to study how caste, ethnicity and
tribalism have been integ#atéd with the capitalist pro~
duction process. These factors have algp affected the
structure of labour market in third world countries. It
is also very important to note tﬁat the traditional rela-
tionships among workers and tﬁeir links with villages
serve as a valve through which workers used to escape
psycﬁologically from the drudgery of work and filthy
living,

It is also argued by many scholars that caste and
ethnicity posé ebstacies on the path of formation of worke
ing class in third world countries. Even the growth of
class consciousness has been affected by the above mentioned
factors. .WOrking clags conscicousness is not an abstract
concept. It is determined by specific historical circum=-

stances. As Thompson has writtens

Class consciousness is the way in which their
experiences are handled in cultural temms,
embodied in tradition or value system, ideas
and institutional forms. If the experience
appears as determined, class consciousness

does not, we cannot see a logic in the res-
ponses of similar occupational groups under=-
going similar experience, but we cannot predict
any law. Consciousness of class arise in the
same way in different time and place, but never
in just the same way. 17
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Hoterogenalty of the vorking class must be recognised by
keoping eys on the structurce of the labour markets, objece
tive position of the workers in varlous smﬁnta of the
p@m&m process, An empirielst resding of third world
wvorking class must be svolded,

Conceptuslisation of third world socisl formationst®
is essentiel ¢ absa;r&a the determinate class relationships
and the dominant mode of production, Cepitalist development
in third world countries is @ifferent in nature in compori-
gon to the copitalist development ia West. Dependency
theorists have tried to explain undardevelopment in third
world countries by looking et the world cepitslist system
where a large nunber of third world countries are articue
iated as appendages to deve&ga;mﬁ cepitalist mnxﬁaa;“
AyS. Prank has conceptualised the third world social formse
tions as cepitalist, Many acholars havée pointed out the
£aot tnaé'instaa& of one node of production there are
articulations of va,-x:zoixs modes of production in third world
countriess Hamea Alavi and Jairus Benaji have argued for
colonial mode of ;sm&u.ct&emgﬁ_ Mahmood Mamdani (4n the
contert of Uganda)s Mmua Hussein (in the context of Egypt)
and Ranjit Las Gupta (case ptudy of India) have pointed out
the transitional charactor of mode of pmﬁzmﬁamﬁ |
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The tronsition from prescapitalist mode of production
to capitalist mode of pxoauétian in third world countrics
is very complex. The transition is mediated by many internal
as well as external factorss In this context, specificities
of third world capitalism must be pointed out and we have
tried to handle this problem in a separate chapters Pattern

of articulations of pre-~capitalist modes with the capitalist
mode of producticn should be identified,

There are a fow literaturs on the nature of state in
third u@z&&_cauntries@ Working class in its totality cannot
be understood without taking the nature of the state into
account. State should be viewed not in terms of its coercive
functions but in terms of its demination over tﬁevexgloztea
classes, How state dominates the working class and how
state manages the conflict betwsen cepital and labour should
be discusseds That 45 why we have devoted 8 separate chapter
on post-colonial stats. Form of stete might be different
in various third world countries but the cgucial function
state carries cut 1s seme in eovery countrys. How the welfare
states in third world countries operste and how dominant
interests have been gerved by the states is an important
aspect for dliscussion.

We try to view the state, not mercly 35 an epi-
phenomenon of the economic snr“ctuxe put as relatively
A
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autonomous. The degree of sutonomy state exercisas
depends upon gpecific historical conjuncture and specific
class relationship in third world countries: By looking
this way, militariom in third world countries can be
understaa&.zz The theme to be studied rogarding the
post-colonial state is how state gets stabiliged by
injecting the kind of politics which divides soclety
into nultiple pregsure groupss State also exercises

its ideologicel domination over the exploited classes.
State mainteing the unity awong the dominant classes but
disorgenises the exploited classes. The basis on which
capltalist state receives legitimpey from the messes of
the socliety must be snalysed, How the stete L5 ‘oOver~

determined'?? in third world countries should be explained.

Qur undertaking is definitely ambitious. Host of
our arguments sre bagsed on thecretical plane, To quota
vilers '

Resal HMerxist history, by contrast, must be

ambitious in order to advance. It must and

no sclence cen do otherwise move carelessly

€rom patient and smple research o & theory

capable of utmost rigour, but also from

theory to 'cases’ in order to avold the risk

of remaining useless knowledge. 24

Due to verious constraints, we cennot claim our work
as peanoptics It ensure&'fuxﬁhaz researche Thezahy it

Justifies cur work ¢o begin with,
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NOTES

We feel it necessary to make the meaning of the

term ‘'third world'/in the manner we have used in (/clear
our work. The terms, ‘post-colonial society' and
‘peripheral societies' have been used as equi-

valent to the term third world. 'Third World has

been used as a descriptive category, not as an
analytical category. Some major traits have been

kept in mind while using the term'third world'.

Some common features are given below:

(1) Experience of colonial domination,

(i1) post-colonial phase is characterised by
stunted growth of capitalism and the pre~
sence of neo-colonial interconnections, and

(iii) presence of primordial loyalties and articu-
lation of different modes of production in
various forms.

Cur study excludes the third world countries, those
opted for socialist path of development after pro-

tracted class struggle. We recognise the difficul-
ties of travelling such a great trajectory warning

against over-generalisation. Rox Borough wrote:

"This does not mean that no generalisation is
possible, that we can only write a series of
individual histories. Theoretical generali-
sation is possible but the process is a

complex one., Until it is much further advanced,
it would be modest in our attempts at generali-
sation",

5
Ian, Rox Borough, Theories of Underdevelopment
(London: The Macmillan Press, Ltd., 1979/,

Preface, p+Xe

Refers James, Petras, Critical Perspective on
Imperialism and Social Classes in the Third World
(New York; Monthly Review Press, 1978), Ch.2,
pt"63o
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There are guite a large number of works on political
developnent and on pressure groups since 19504,
Refars

Bebre &mﬂﬂ enﬁ G«nat %Wﬁllc

YoH Fubl ahere & COss *956); s.n. Azmma and 3.5,
The Politice raloping Aress (Princeton;
?xinaaton Un&veraity Preaa, 1969 ¥ Sumual Po Huntington,
sl O

drdor sniging Societies (Bombay: Vekils
and himcns PVt Ltdas, 1975,7 ¥+ Duverger, P

iticse and Pressure Groups (k@nﬁoa: Thomag & Nelson
Ltda, 1972 ? Axthur‘aentley."_ cess o % 3
Isambxiéga: The 8elknap ?rasap 196?}; and naviﬂ

Even if the word ‘'clsss' has been used by some
likeral scholers, but the primary emphasis has been
given to status and politiceal power: In the context
afiﬁevelaged capitalist societies, Dehrendorf has
writtens:

“Classes, understood as conflict groups
ariasing out of the authority structure
of impoeratively co-ordinated aseociations
are in conflict®,

Ralf Dehrendorf, Clags and ¢ Conf€l guatggel
8@§i§§x {Californiay Stanfbxﬁ University Press, 1967),
pP+206

Tn this context, Rajni Kothari’s work, P

Indis is worth.mentioning, Xothari hes tried to
gropple with the specificities of third world
countries (with particulpr reference to India) but
commits the same methodological errors as committed
by the liberal schelars of the Wesnte Ue do not
congider 1t as a qualitative bresk.

Rajini Kothari, Politics i

India (New Dolhij; Orient
ongnan L2d., 39 Ole
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There are quite a large numbar of studies on trede
union movements in third world countries. Analysis
of trade union movements in great detasll is outside
the scope of the study. We have referred some
important works in the context of Indis, lLatin
Anerican and African countries.

at Hov ndins : ast rosent
:Rew ﬁelhit Stmrling ?uhliaherﬂ thp hﬁﬁua 15717 and
sing Cle d (calautta:

Richaxﬂ Sandbrook and Robin Cohen, The Develooment

: can Working Class, (edd (Toronto: Toronto
Univars,ty vzaas. 1 75 § Richarﬁ sanﬁbzbok.

t taria g Capitalism {wn&om Cambrmga

{eds), intmdem ﬁbut.edge andﬁegan vauf Lta; '
aﬁd.ﬁabin Cahen, ?eter>cqﬁ. Gutking and 9hyllis Brnziar.
Peage pnd _Proletsriens, (ed,), (iondon; Hutchinson

Ewle Hobsbhbawn has ¢riticised the trade union anslysis
of working class by exposing its narrowness in the
context of British labour history. It is equally
applicable to the trade union aﬁalya&a in thixd world
context. Sce, iohn Foster, Glas: ggle s

1’?4-.‘refgr to Foreward giv@n by E.Ja HobsbaWﬁ.

in the In&iin cbntext, wa:k aﬁia. Hey@rg Char%ga.
" . . 1 1

cambriaga; ﬂambridge University }xess;'lgfa s lo

of great importence,s Uork of Jan Bromen as a
eriticue of the informal sector concept has attenpted
to criticise the mechanical division of working

¢lass into organised and unorgenised labour force.

He tried to look at the labour market in its totality
and tried to prove the interactions of different
segments of labour markets.

See Jan Bremen, "A Dualistic Labour System? A Critique

{ii/i“
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of the Informel Bector Concept®, Econom
Political Weekly, vollXI, Noud8, 49 & 50, Ravemberu
December 1978, Alsy refer: Ranjit Das Gupta,
"Structure of the Labour Marizet in Colonisl India®,
EPY, wol. VI, Nos.44, 45 and 46, November 1981,
PpP=1781~1806) G. Arrighi, "Lebour Supplies in
Historical Perspective : A Study of the Proletea-
rianigstion of the African Peasantry in Rhodesia®
1ﬁ Oa &rtﬁghi and.aahn 50 5&&1; edse, Eazs

e Politi fromy Africa (flew York & London;
ﬁonthly Reviaw anaa, 1973 ¢ and Quijano Anibal Obreglon,
“The HMarginsl Pole of the Economy and the Marginaiised
Lshcux ?arue“ in Hasaid Volpe, eﬁ;,‘ i

n {Londong ﬁout}eﬁge and Kegan

Refers

Chitras Joshi, "Kanpur Textile Lebour @ Some Structural
Features of Formative Years®y Ira Mitrs, "CGrowth of
Trade Unlon Consciousness gnong Jute Mill Workers,
{1920~4D)"; end Sanat Bose, “"Industrial Unrest and
Growth of lavour Unions in Bengal, 1920-24%,

All these articles are compiled in: EuF.We, VOL1XVI,
Hoss44, 45 & 48, Rovember 1981-

Those who argus of pessant-based revolution in third
world, take Chinese revolution as thelr models Thay
sdopt & restricted definition of working ¢laus which,
we think, is inadequate. Revolution in third world
cannot be decided by certain pre-determined theore-
tical models., It is basically a political guestion.
The relationships among different exploited classes
is the major problen of third world revolutionary
praxis. A dormatic model will ba of little help,
Riflacting on this problem, K.#l.J. Post 4s of the
views

“For those concerned with the successful
cuompletion of a socislist revolution in &
country charscterised by underdeveloped
capitalism - one, that is, which combines
procapitalist and capitalist modes of pro-
duction « the probleam of the relations
between two najor subordinated classes,
peasants end wage workers, muat be cantral®.

See, K00, Poot, "The Alliance of Peasants and
Workers ¢ Some Problems Concerning the Articulstion
of Classces Ckiger&a &n& China)“, 1n Gohen, Gutkind
and Brazier, Peggan pd atoaria :
Pre«265-266,
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chr ‘faahour Ariswcmcy thesis', refer: Frantz Panon,
1xe : the Barth (ﬁa:mﬂnn: Pengui.n Books,

19?6', mpz:int: and m &rrighi and John S5 Sahl,

;gsaye on the Political Ecc 0f Africos pReCites

Marx hes not written an exclusive chapter on clagss.
Last chapter of Capital, wol.IIl, dealing with
social classes broke off after forty lines, Nothing
has been given reedy-made, Hany things must be rew
insticuted and a lot many things to he dociphered

from Morxisn writings. In Capltal, vol,.XII, Marx
wrotos .

“The owners merely of labour power,
owners of capital, and land owners,
vhoge respective cources of income are
vages, profits and ground rent, in other
words, wage labourers, ¢opitalists and
lend owners, constitute then three blyg
clagses of modern socliety based on the
capitaliat mﬁelaizpm&uctmn”

hgain, to quote Marxs

“In so far as millions of fanilies live
under sconomic conditions of existence
that seporate their mode of life, thelir
interests and their culture from those of
other classes, and put them in a hostile
ngma%tmn to the latter, they form &
claasy

In so far es there is merely locsl
Lntemunneetton among these small«hslding
apants, and the identity of their intercsts
ets no commanity, no nationsl bond and no
palitma% organization then, they do not form
A class,'

Engeis Selected horks, ml.: Mcsnmw; Progress
Publishers, 1968), p.i71. Now, we can understand
the criteria, Marx has used to define a class. Three
importont criteria are: (i) ownership or non-ownership
of the means of productiony (ii) class exists in
opposition to other c¢lagses in a societyr and (141)
cluss consciousness iz also an important element in
identifying a ¢lags.

{Moscows: Progress Publishers, 1959),
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De w«:m«aa, 2The New Working Class®, ggg%gga
. 1 . # %1@?* 1963; Ppyzée’ﬁgj

E+Fs Thompson, The Msking of the
Class {(Penguin, 1963

aefg;r to the mwma ir} pm 2 :E Peasan

fobin Cohen,; ®"Class in Africs ¢ M&ly&ﬁal Problems
and Perspectives*, The Sociplist Realster, 1972,
p§4231~255. \

E+Ps Thompoon, 1963, ghstit., D

The megte like ‘omode of production’ end ‘aot:ﬁ.al
formation' are pot two opposite concepts. ‘Mode
of production' as & concept remaing in the level
of abstroction.s But 'social formation' is referred
to a determminate conjunctural realisy vhich identie

£les articulation of various modes of production.

In the next chapter we have dicoussed these concepts
in a nore detalled menners

Samir Amin, Agcumulation on ‘
Honthly Review Pmas; and Upe:
(Hw Yorky mmthly aaview Pmsa, 1.

sy Py o v

Hma himig ;&tmmge of Colonial Fomatims“

Also 'aee,iam Baneji, *‘m'a Theory of Calan&al
HMode of Production®, Economic snd Political Weekl
Wlo?]’-xc no.52, 23 ﬁecembar 1972; py.zéaa—zwﬂa

s W;;m; 193&;}5?0475’*“85‘
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mew Yozrk anﬁ lendm: nantmy aaview Brasa. 1976) »

Also sec Hghmoud Husgein, Class Conflict in Equpt, 1945
1970 (Rew York and lLondony xéant:hly ﬂaviw Prees, 973 2
and Raﬁj&t ﬁasgupta. Brobloems cons *I' gugition:
HDIAR Cpne Stud

Kat,hlaen Gough and Has:i i:“hma, eﬁu Ipparialion and
1 in a (ew Yorky Monthly Review
Presg, 31973), Also see Hanpa Alavi, *itate snd Class

under Paripham; Q@iﬁaiim" ﬁm nma &uvi md I’eodar

The term is borrowed £rom Althussers He has used the
torm ‘ovar-determination’ to understand the controe
dictions in di€ferent instences in relation to the
totslity and the effects of the contradictions upon
the structure in dominance, The concept enables to
undarstand and explain the concrete variations and
mutations of complex social reslities. Refer:

Louis Althusser, ed., For Marx (Chapter. Contrediction
and Over-Determination), (Penguin Press, 1969).

Piarm Vilar, "Harxiot History in the Making : Dialogue

with aAlthusser”, Ney Left Review, no.80, July~August,
2.9?3)» DelDls



CHAPTER II

HATURE OF SOCIAL FORMATIONS IN THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES
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The study of third world working class will be
insdequate without analysing the socisl fazmat.ﬁi_ms in
which the working class is placed, It is incorrect o
pragsume that realities of third vorld countries will be
explicable by mm undversal mechanical cstegories.s
Typical trade union anslysis of working class suffers
f£rom theorsticsl degencrations It views working class
wvithout giving adequate asttention to soclo<economic matrix
in whieh working class interacts with other classes,
Horking clsss should be s%ufﬁied £rom an angle of its total
i De~totalication lesds to gross empiricism
and a lopsided understanding of third world working class.
in foot, the study of svelal formations of third world
countries is never exterior to the study of third world
working clasoe Evém we do not think it is logically
prior to the study of working classs The stxﬁy of copitaliom
in third world countries is no doubt crucisl, Classes do
not exist in ebstrection. Pooition of working class is
detormined by the logic of third world cepitaliem, If
history can be stopped at a given point, then wo will not
£ind classes but differentiasted indiviguals, But vhen we
observe through the process of history, we €ind identifiable
. 2 The
relationship botween working tlags vis-a~vis the dominant
classes 15 detoemined by the gpecific structurs of third
world capitalist for which understending of third world

relationships, pattems of {8ecs and structuress

3055000
562091724 (
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social formations is crucial,
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The davelopment of & theorstical fremework requires
&8 process of abstraction snd distillation, based on the
comparative knowledge of a phenosenon in & wide ronge of
settings, both now and in the past. Libaral economists
and politicsl scientists have tried to understand third
world economy without paving adequate attention tO tha
historicsl specificities of third world capitalism,
Rustow's "miceaoﬁﬁ’ stage beceme an apology for neow
colonial domination of third world countries. Universal
law of supply and demand for them bevome the key theoree
tical concept to understand the motion of third world econo-
mys Social relstionships received il attention from them,
Unecual division of means of production extraction of
surplus-value wore alien to thelr thinking, Liberal ecow
nomists viewed the creation and disposal of surplus value
in texms of productive fém.m abstracted from the sociel
and politicsl relations of production, These productive
factors were treated as expgencus &6 the process of growth.
When applied to underdeveloped countries, the mechanism
of development then becomes the transfer of capital,
enterprise and technology from the developed countries.
The understending of appropriate class ﬁti‘umu::e and a
corresponding set of production relations, within which
the sccomulation takes plage bammes alien to the methow
dology used by libersl scholarss Thelr methodology is
depandent. upon observeble facts and stetisticsl reasoning.
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Very often, m complex reslities ai third world counte
ries are marked by liberal methodologys Yhen Marx hed
criticized 'classicel political economy’, he had the
historicel enalysis of the liberal economists in mind,
Therefore, there 13 & growing need for & right perspective
to understand and explalin the complex realities of third

worid,

The wods of producticon debate has gencrsted a wide
range of discussions snong the Marxdist scholsrse 0l4
problematics of Narxism has been reconstituted in opder
to grapple the specificities of third world reslities.
The debate sometimes resulted in semantic aoblguities and
somatines £ell into gross reductionism. In spite of sll
thiss it continues o grow not merely from theoretical
~angle but from the angle of operationalisation of Merxian
concepts, Some Marxist() scholars term the third world
economy a8 capitaliat,a some scholars talk sbout articue
lation of various modes of pmﬂwﬁmé and a fev scholars
talk sbout e transitionsl mﬁms
have conceptuaslised the third world cconomy es a specific
colonial mode of pm&mtiamﬁ

Soms Marxist scholars

Marx's analysis of pre~capitalist social formations
was & passing referenco for the study of historicity of
capitalism. Many things should be deciphered from the
fragmentary nature of Marx's writings. Harx's theoretical
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arguments should bo reformalated in the context of pressnt
historical conjuncture, For Nicos Poulentaas, a mode of
production is an sbstract-formal obiect which does not
exist in the strong zense of reslity. It provides en
essential meons for the analysis of resl-concrete ‘ubgagtm
A soclel formation is constituted by gspecific overlepping
of several pure modes of gmﬁmmﬁ Laclen has slso
token mode of production as 4 pure shatract concept and

- used tha concapt of ‘economic system® to denots a conjuncs
tural articulation of different modes of production.s

The process of sbstraction and conoretizetion are
erucliel components of Marx's epistomological structure.
Theorstical abstraction has its important role in the
process of understending complex soclal realities. Meny
of Marx's writings contain important theorstical abstrace
tiongs 3n spite of theoroticel abstractions, Marx was
well sware of the historicsl specificities, It will be
appropriste here %o quote Marx: )

In England, modern miatz is indisputably

most highly and claasicelly developed in

poonomic structurs, Nevertheless, even

here the stratificetion of clanaes doss not

appetr in 1ts pure form seess However, this
is imnateriel for our analysis, 9

Marx and Engels were very mich aware of the concept
of ‘mode of production’ which they were uaing in the level
of theorstical sbstrection: T¢ quote Engelss
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Did feudalism sver correspond o :5:1;3 concept?
Founded in the kingdom of West Prank, further
developed in Nommandy by the Norwegian conw
querers, its formation continued by the French
Horsemen in England and Southern Italy, It cane
nesrest to its concept - in the ephemeral kingdom
of Jerusalem, left behind it the most classic
expression of the feudal order. wWas this order

a fiction because in 8 really cleassicel formm it
schieved only in Palestine a shortlived exioe
tence, and even that, for the most part, on

paper anly? 10

when we use the concept of *social formation’, it does not
grount to rejection of the concept of 'mode of productiont,
There ere two intercelsted points in the lsvel of sbstrace
tion snd concretizations ©On the theorsticel plene, ‘sociasl
formetion® dsnotes  complex srticulation of alfferent’
modes of production and reproduction of different modes in
a particular historicsl conjuncture,

The appearance of ‘underdevelopnent' as an 8ll pervew
sive phenomena, posed a serlous challenge w the main body
of Marxist theory. The ever widening gep of income botween
*rich' and ‘poor?t countries, absolute pauperisstion of
majority of African, Asisn and Latin Amérm‘an populace,
grave sectoral imbalancess in mmg the appearance of
systemetic barriers to economic development in the course
of cepitalist expsnsion - has led to the strong tendency
which has sought to ralse Marx's notion of ‘economic deves
loprent’ and side by side o incorporate 'underdevelopmentt
into the Marxist frameworks Revolutionary practice itself
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raised verious guestions challenging the potentislity of
slassical Marxism to explsin the process of underdevelops
ment in third world countries, A.0. Prank and Somir Amin
are tud mpjor exponents of the theaxy of undexdevelopment
in third world countries,? -

Theorties of 'dependency’ ceme as a reaction to the
fadlure of ‘dualist thesis' £ exploin the political
economy of Latin American countries and & ropponse &5
the fallure of economic programmes initisted by world
orgenisation like, Economic Mission for Latin Anmerica.
in the m&m of Latin American countries, prescribed
Y importe wbstimﬁ&m* theory beCane unproductives Polim
tical economy of third world countries experienced slow
growth of productive forces, low level of technologlical
development, massive unenployment and under-employment,
It manifested 4in intense class contredictions. Capital
sccunulation becans very slow due o structural congs
traints of the econsmy and the very natura of the relaw
tionship of third world countries with world monopoly
- sapital, Frank has criticised the *Quelist thesis® in
the context of Latin American countries. According to
the *dualist thesis’, third world socletlies are congtitue
ted of two dlstinet sectors: one is the traditional archaic
pactor and the second iz the modern cepitalist pectors
aecording to this thaais, both the sectors ave mutually
exclusive, 7The gmsené:& of feufinlism in the traditionsi
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aeatz.;r and preesence of capitalism in the modern sector
are dual structures independent of each ether and contein
difforent principles of thelir reproduction. Stavenhagen
iz an dmportent coritique of *dualist thesia’@m To him,

the dichotomous wnderstanding of third world socleties ié
falses According to his opinion, the traditional and the
modern settor eonstitute s functional whols. Once we agree
with the dichotomous position of the "dualist thesis*, it
smounts to agreeing with two different politicel strategles
for socislist revolution in third world societies, For us
the 'dualist thesis' stends incorrect and inadequates There
. are two major issues involved in this discussions

{1} wWith the penetration of monopoly cepital in third
world countries, does it leed to complete dissclution of
pre~capitalist modes of production? If the angwer is in
negative, then we have to handle the problems of articula-
tion of different modes of production.

(ii) How the pra-copitalist modes af'pm&uctim are
being articulated with the capitalist mode of production in
third world countries? '

For 'dependency theorists®, world capitalist system
serves as the fundeamental unit of snalysis. To quote AGs
Franks

My thesis 45 that wnderdevelopment as we

know it today, and economic development as
wall, are the simultaneous and relsted
products of the development on a world-wide
scale and over & history of more thean four
centuries gt least of g single economic system:
capitalism, 13
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Penetration of capitalism in third world countries resulted
in incorporation of third world countries as satellites of
developed ¢apitalist countries, Development in metropolis
simultanecusly created underdevelopment in the gatellite
countriess Explaining the dialectical relstionship between
the developed metropolis and third world countries, Frank
wrote: |

The thesis of the whole esssy 1s,0f ocourse,
that capitalism has produced ond means not
enly development but underdevelcopment as
wall, or to put it other way round, that both
advanced development and ‘backward unders
development' are equally, the product and the
vperational meaning of capitalism, 14

According to Frenk, subjugation of third world countries

by the metropolis resulted in dissolution of pre-caplitalist
modes of production in third world countriess Capitalism
has been grafted in third world countries automatically.
Frenkian theslis, though to some extent useful; iz an

example of over-sispiificetion. The development of cepitale
ism in the third world countries was not handled adequately
by Franks His understanding led to a deterministic politicel
conclusions, which is very aAifficult o believe, Laclay

as a major critiaue of A.G. Frank's thesis 1s of the opinions

Por, despite their contradictory appesrsnce
both the posicions; first cited coincide in
cne fundanental respect: both designete by
‘capitalism® or 'feudalism'® phenomens in the
sphere of commodity exchange and not in the
sphare of production, thus transforming the
pregoence Or absence of a link with the market
inte the decisive criterion for distinguishing
between the two forms of society, 15
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While the current writings on underdevelopment have not

falled to refer to the mode of production in the peripherxy,

it has generslly been prosented as somo variant of capitaliom
€8¢ *backward’ capitaliom, 'def&meé’ aa,pita_n&n. tdependent’
copitaliom or ‘periphersl!® capitalism. The proliferation of
terms itself syggests a lack of clarify sbout the substentive
cherecter of this mode of productions. ‘Dependency’ does not
also explein the historicslly uneven development Of capitalism
at the c"entm and in the periphery itzelf,.

Class relstiong is pivotal for understanding any
determinate social formation, ‘Relations of production’
which is the crux of any scciasl formatien has heen relegated
by Frank to a level of formal snalysiss The role of market
a8 the criterion of capitalism has been over-emphasised by
Fronke Harket, no doubt, brings exchange of m&iuasa
Circulation of commodities is one importent moment of
capitalism in third world countries is not purely exogenous
a8 understood by Frank, Participstion in the world market
cannot be the only criterion to show thst there is capitalist
mode of production in third world countries, Robert Brenner
in his articie put Frenk in ‘neo-Smithisn® tragition,
Brenner has pointed out how the 'neo-Smithien® Marxists
have over-exphasised the role of market and predominance
of exchange relations to point out capitalist dﬁvelaﬂmant
in third world countries. To Brenner, social relations of
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px‘oﬁiacﬁan should be considered as the motive force to
understand the development of cepitalism in general and
third world countries in particulsrsl® semir amin has
alzo started his analysis from the snalysia #:ff world cepie
talist oystems As Amin wrotes “Not a single concrete
scononic formation of cur time can be understood except ss
a part of this world aystem"f‘?

Penetretion of capitelism in the peripheral counte
ries resulted in disarticulstion of third world esonomy
ané simultanecusly it has been integrated inte the world
capitalist system es an appendage, Surplus-value, GXLLaCe
ted from third world economy was scounulated in metropolis.
To Amin, the process of unegueal exchange has been reinforced
-even after political independonce of third world countriss,
through the domination of world finencisl orgenisations and
multinstionals. Regarding the poripheral sccial formation,
Anin wroted

All peripheral formations have four main
characteristics in comnon: (1) the pre-
dominence of capitalism, (2) the creation

of a local, mainly merchant bourgesisice in
the wake of dominant foresgn caepitaly )
{3} a tondoncy towards g peculiar buresucratic
development, specific to the contemporary
pariphery, and (4) the incomplete, specific
character of the phenomena of proletarienis
zation, 18 ’

To amin, an induced capitalism posed serious constraints
on the polarizetion of class forces in third world countries,
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Uneven capitalist development was £itted into the world
cepitalist system for the profit of metropollis. Export
sectors 1iike mining, plentation economy in Africs and Asia
were nurtured for the production of surplus-value for the
metropolitan countries, Preecapitalist fomms of exploie
tation was conserved in orxder to Reep the cost of producs
tion low and the ideclogicel structure was meintained to
create a conducive atmosphere for the extraction of surplus-
velue, Aamin has used the eoneept of ‘marginslizstion’ to

- explain the structural necessity of tertiary sectors in
third world economy.

There m quite a lot of theoreticsl absﬁxaczﬁiﬁﬁa in
‘aependency theories®, Category of ‘mode of production’
was mechenically employed and the concept was used in #
limited sense, Impact of metropolitan capitsl on the third
world cconomy has been over-simplified, The problems regard.
ing the development of capitalism in thixd world countries
have been resolved smoothly. As & reaction €0 A.G. Frank's
thesgls, Lacleuy wrotes

How this pre-cepitslist character of the
dominant relations of production in Latin
Americae was not only incompatible with the
production for the world market but was
actually intensified by the expansion of the
latter.«.e» Thus far from expansion of the
external market acting as g disintegrating
force on feudalism, its offect wes rothey
to accentuate and consclidate it 19

Over-generalizations in 'dependency theories' have underw
mined the historical specificities of third world countries,
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The economy ¢f third world countries cannot be treatad as
an epi~ghenonmenon of the world capitalist system, It can
have i{ts own conjunctural autonomy. The studly on internal
claess structure of third world countries has received

it amounts to reification of Marxian concepts, While warn-

inadequate attention fmm' *dependency theorists®,

ing against the reification of concepts, Engels wrotes

It happens only te0 often that pecple think

"~ they have fully understond a theory and con
apply it without much ado from the moment
they have mastered its main principles, and
those evean not always correctly. aAnd I cannot
axeupt meny of the more recent "Marxiste® from
thigs reproach, for the most smazing stuff has
been produced in that quarter t00ess 20

In the third world context, the analysis of mode of profuce
tion and the apalysis of articulation of different modes of
production constitute two distinct and important levels of
comprehansion and understanding.

Beceuse, Marx was not directly involved in studying
the social formations of thind world countries, it has
created many confusions smwong Merxist scholars thoss who
were looking for resdymede answers to the complex problems
of thind world countries, We have sarlier pointed out
that histortcal sbstraction has its Lmportent role in
understanding the controte m&ti&:ﬁes;ﬁ Marx has visualised
the tendency of capitalism %o reproduce axtensively inside
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- and outside s determinate soclal formation, When Marx
posed ‘the problem in ‘The Communist Hanifesto', he &id
not reflect on the problem of articulation, As he wrotes

The bourgeoisie camnobt exist without :
constantly revolutionising the instruments

of production and thereby the relations of
production, and with them the vhole relsw
tion of society.ssss COnstant revolutionising
of production, uninterrupted disturbsnce of
all social con@itions, everlasting uncerw
tainty, snd asgitation distinguish the
bourgesis epoch from all earlier ones.ssss
The bourgeolisie ,.ese draws all even the
most barbarian nations into civilisationsees
It compels all nations on pain of entinctlion,
to adopt the bourgevis mode of productions
compels them to introduce what 1t calls
civilisation into their midst, 1.6, td become
bourgecis themselves. In one word it creates
a world eftor ite own image, 22

In capital, there is progressive concretization, done by
Marx:. The following passage ig quite filustrative:

The obstacles presented by the internal _
solidity snd organiaction of pre-capitalistic,
‘national modes of production t the corromive
influence of comnerce and strikingly illustra-
ted in the inter-course of the English with
Indie and Chinas. 7he broad basis of the mode
of production here is formed by the unity of
anall-scale sgriculture and home industry, to
which in India we should &dd the form of
villege communities and tore them apart sess
which were an sncient integrating element of
the unlty of industrial and agricultural
production. And even s0 this work of dissge -
lution proceeds very graduelly. and still more
in Ching, wherse it is not reinforced by direct
political power, Tha substantial economy and
saving in time afforded by the associstion of
agriculture with manufacturer put up a stubborn
resistance ¢o the products of the big indusw
tries, whose prices include the fauxfrals of the
circulation proceas which pervades them, 23
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Class relstion was pivotel to Marx's analysis of capitalism,
- Harx was trying to point out the effectivities of capital in
different historical stages of its growth. Merx has mede it
clear that dissslution of pre~-cepltalist modes was not depen=
dent only on the proliferstion of commercial activities and
on the development of markets, It sleo depends on the
internal structures of pre-cspitalist social formations.

In third world countriesn, capitalism by presepving its law
of motion inwwoz@ms other forms of exploitation, In
other words for the hegemony of capitalist mode of produce
tion, the structure of articulations of different modes gets
reproduced continuously. Artileulatkm of nodes of production
does not mean that different modes are in equilibriums There
is aluays the donminsnce of one mode of production over other
maéé&. In thizd world countries, the dominance of cepitalist
mode is not mrely due to amergence of markets or conmodity
profuction for exchange but p#&arﬂy due to the particular
class configuration which is conducive for the domlinance of
capltalist mode, Crpitalist mode of production cannot be
rightly understood by not distinguishing the 'relations of
production' from the *forxrms of axplait&tian‘f" When
capitalism integrates other pre~cepitalist modes in third
world countries, it uses the pre-capitalist forms of exploie
vation to its sdvantage, It employs extraseconomic methods
of lsbour racruitments It does not dissolve the feudal

forms of emploitation but utilises those forms for the
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production of more and mors surpluswvalue, It helps to
keep & 'roserve srmy of labour® by making the process of
prolstarianisation partial. It follows that an snalysis
of the process of destruction of prescgpitalist modes of
production must take inte account not only the dynamics
of the expanded reproduction of capital hut also the
internal structursl elements of preoecgpitelist modes, It
will engble us to proceed for concrete analysis of artioue
lation of different modes of produection in thipd world

camtriemzs '

Capitelism has different needs of pre-cepitalist
econonies at dtfferent stages of development, which arise
£rom specific historicsl circumstences, e.g. raw materials,
land lebour-power end at times ¢f economic crisisz, The
form in which capitalism ateicnia:as with other prew
cepitaliat modes does not depend merely on cconomic cone
ditions but also on political and cultural conditions of
pre«capitalist socioties, This has clearly illustrated by
Barbare Bmdhy% in the context of Feruvian economy in which
two different regions were articulated with Spanish monopoly
capitalisn by two difforent processes, Bradby has identie
£iad the ideological factor through which the tribal popu-
lstion has Dean brought into the ambit of capitalist produce
tion process in Pexu, in the seme vein, Herold Wolpe has
. exanined the racisl ideclogy in South Africe which sustained
and helped in the capitalist production process, 27
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We must determine the nature of third world cepitalism
to understand: () the dynamics of economic development in
third world countries, (i1) identify the class configurae
tion, az;a (114) potentialities of Gifferent clesses in
ralgtion to capitalism, Orowth of third world csepitalism
is not an orgonic ones Growth of capitalism in third world
countries is much more complex, uniike the growth of cepie
talism in Buropean countries. Intervention of monopoly
capital from outelde is the point of departure for unders
standing third world cepitelism. Lenin's theozry of imperie
sliem ie en importent source from which @ lot many idess
can be deciphered for understanding the dsvelopment of
capitalism in thisd world countries €prom the vantagge point
of accial M&, In spite of the polemical debeta among |
Lendn, Rossluxemburg and Bukharin, their study of imperiale
isn constitute a poverful tredition, This tradition should
be studied f£rom a broader perspective to extend the domain
. of Marzism for a creative gpplication to specific historical
realities, 28

Throee aignificant points of the tradition should be
taken into account: (i) tendency of monopoly capltalism o
expand beyond its own territory for the need of sxternal
markets, raw materisls and chesp laboury (41) ic leads to
the penctration of cgpitalism in third world countries:
{111) 1t ooulds the class structure of the third world
socioties by converting those countries as sppendages to
the developsd capitalist countries,
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Penstration of capitalism in thind world countries
resulted in viclent sggression upon the pree-cspitalist
economys Az Marx wrote in the context of m&igi

It was the British intruler who broke up the

Indian handloom and destroyed the spinning -

wheal., British stean and science uprooted,

over the vhole surface of Hindoosten, the

union between sgriculture and manufacturing
mauswiagg 29

The destruction of pra#cws.m.‘t.st seOnny was a process by
which proletarianization tock place and by which the pres
capitalint ‘forms of exploitation’ has been incorporated

in the copitalist production process. So, the dissolution
of prescapitalist modes of prﬁu&t&m in third world counte.
ries was selective and Mahag Development of capitalism
in third world countries was not hompgeneous, It crosted
uneven cepitalict development and posed structural cons-
treints for an independent capitalist development, The
peculiar growth of capitalicn was & result of the surplus
value being exported from third wcrm countries to the moetice
polias Emauet;an, and accumulation of surplusevalus was
linked with the outside social formations. The major deters’
minants of third world capitalism were lying outside its
sdeial formation. This linking up provcess was facilitated
by =0 many fectors, like the role of the colonial stata,3)
asconomic policlies launched by the metropelia and the role
of 1devlogy through which the third werld population wore
brought into the ambit of capitalist production process,

The forms in which state ghttacks the pre-capitalist modss
ere also determined by the solidity of the pre-capitalist
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modess The nature of éla.sa action also dotermines, In
the context of third world cepitslism, role of merchant
cepital hes been stressed by scholars. It has been argued
thet merchant capital posed obstacles on the path of capi«
talist development in thixrd world countriess %hin can be
eonsidered 85 2 phase in the growth of caﬁtalimn This
can only be understood m the context of domination of
metzopoliten capital in third vorld countries. 3z in the
beginning of colonialism, colonial powers took the congrol
of extractive industries. 7Those were the major cources of
surplus~value for the metropolitan cepitalist.s The export
sector was directly linked with the metropeliten ca,pitals%

The specificities of third world capitalism led Hemoe
Alovi to concoptualise it as a specific Ycolonial mda of
production?s Alavi wrdto zbout the 'mk‘m&aimﬂa of proe
duction’ in the convext of -dmlopmént of c@iﬁaiign in
Indian egriculture, The debate{wss initiated by Daniel
Thormer and later on tsken up by Utsa Patnalk, Ashok Redrs,
Faresh Chhotopadhaya and Jairus Bamaji. Alavi's conceptualie
sation of ‘colonial mode of production' emaneted Erom his
undergtanding of the concept of 'mode of production® in a
restricted sence. Alavi hss pointed out the specificities ®
in the contexts of generalised commodity production, extended
reproduction of capital and organic composition of caplitels
The general mﬁity production in third world cepitalism
was disarticuleted from the internal asscial formation and
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was integrated into the metropoliten capitalism, mgg )
the link with the metropolis, the secumulation of capital
tekos place in metropolis rather thm in third world counte
ries, whether the speciflcitics of third world cspitalisn
need a concept like ‘colonial mode of production’ 4s beyond
the scope for our diszcussion. What i most dmportant is to
avold an enpiricist reading of Marxe We have tricd to
argus that instesd of making the concepts mechaniceal, we
mugt stress on dlalectical mediations anong different pros
cesses, i.es mediation botween production and circulation,
betusen production of surplug-value and Qﬁ;’itﬂ- acewmulaw
 tion and between producticn gnd reproduction of capiteliom.

nation

When Lenin was reflecting upon the national libera=
tion movements in third world countries, he was looking
£rom a perspective of class struggle. 35 in meny thipd
world countries; independence bocama nominal because of
continuation of exploitation and domination in dAifferent
forms, Third vorld countries felt the gtructural prusence
of capital of developsd capitalist countries, after the
independence, economy of the third world countries s
facing grave crisiz., There are corises in growth, in induse
trialisaticn, in balance of payments and in the investment
of caspital in third world countries. Third World sconomy
is burdened with massive unemployment problems, technological
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inefficiency and, dbove ell, @ perélsstanh stagnation,
Regarding the prospects of industrializetion in third
vorld countrics, the fundemental proposition held by some
Morzists that copltalist devolopment is not possible in
3 1 13 Gue to underdeveloprent
of productive forces, The above pmpc;«’smion must be

third world countries,

taken carcfully for exeminatien. 7The dependency thede
rists have tried to cxplain it by pointing out the subore
dinats position of third world countries in world capi-
talist systeme On the contrary, these posieions, Bill
Warren s of the cpi.nian that there is sufficient degree
of Aindustrialization in third world countriess 37 To
quote Bill Warrens

That the prospects for successful cepitalist
economic development (implying industrializstion)
of 8 significant number of major underdeveloped
countries are quite goody that substantial

- progress In cepitelist industrializetion has
alroady been achieved; that the period since
the end of second world wer has bsen marked
by a major upsurge in capitalist social relee
tions and productive forres {especlally {nduge
trializetion) in the third worids that in so far
as there are obstacles to this development,,
they originate not in current dmperialist -
third world relstionships, but almost entirely
from the internal conteadictions of the third
world itself, 38

Thmugh spirical observetion, %‘lakz:*en has grantad
enough eutonomy to thirxd world countriecs os far 88 induse
trislization is concerneds Impact of foroign cepitel o
Warren has been lessened due to politicsl ‘ina&pmdencé Let
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third world eountries, There 4s some truth in Warren's

view regarding the internal contradictions inhibiting
industrielization in third world countries, But the argu-
ments of Warren connot be taken too far o point out complete
independence of third world countries from the influence of
world capitalist system and the influence of multinationals.
Werren hos viewed the problems £rom an empiricai angle, It
lzcks theory and dlreﬁtiﬁnml Even the probleme of capitalist
development have not been adecuately dealt by the dependency
theoristss The spproach that showa complets detoerninetion
of third world economy by the world ﬁa?ihailst syotem cannot
be aocepted, The arguments that support the view that |
capitaliot industrislization is not posaible in thinsd world
countries are similar to the arguments of *Nardoniks' in

the context of Russias AN abstract model of cspitalist
development cannot pose the problema correctiy in the

context of third world countries, 3%

A static dichotomy
between ‘internal’ and ‘external’ will not help us to
comprehend the recalizies correctly in the third werld
contexts Both the fectors should be taken intd sotive
considerations. Third Vorld countries cannot be isolated
from world capitalist systems Simultaneously the specific
class~structurs of the third world countries must be
understood, Compromising position of the industrisl
bourgeodsie in relation to the feudal landlords end
netropolitan capitel should be pointed out in the context
40

of thicd vorld countries, The social formation of
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postwcnlonial period in which industrial bourgeclisie coms
to power was not & naking of thelr owne 50, ia this
gontext, the articulestion of cepitalist mode of producetion
with pre-capitalist mﬁs of pwﬁuetiﬁu parve ap an inpore
tant guideline for our understanding clase-structure in
third worid countries, The entry of multinational ca;éyau
rations in third world countrics constitutes the instie
tutionsl basis of dominetion by the developed capitolise
gcountrisss By controlling tho world market, multinationals
exercise influence over the crisis ridden economy of third
world countries, 7The world ﬁrxémia& am-miaamna also
play en mmﬁ role in the intorests of aeféelepaes
capitalist camﬁriea; So the progranmes of world orgeniw
sations could not help to chenge the relationship batween
the developed and developing mzm&esﬁﬂ" Boonomic crisis
in third world countrios is o product of capitelist class
structure in which intereste of a fou got served, Policies
for industrislizetion become the handi-work of the capital.
ist classs In sone cases, the cconomie policies in m:ﬂ

world hinder cepitalist devel::pm&ataéz

The energence a.é working claas is éﬁﬁm&& by
articuletion of different modes of production in third
world countriess Charscter of third world mrkmg clasg
is not only determined by the articulation of different
modes of production but alsc due £o the dependent nature
of ceapltaliom in third world countries. The growth of an
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urbap working ¢lass has been i.nhi#ite& by the penetration
of monopoly cepital in third world countries. A fres |
wage labour could not emerge meuse of the persiaténae

of pre~capitalist forma of emia&ﬁ-amn in w:a world
zountries. Working class became subjugated to capltslist
end pre~capitalist forms of esploitetion, Rural iinks of
third world working class &s also en important fosture,
Working class in thivd ssérm countries is semiepossent

and pemisproletarisn: It has affected the organisational
capecities of the working close. Sometimes,; the feotors .
like coste, ethnicity end tribelism affect the consciouss
ness of the third world working ¢lass, The articulation
of different modes of Qm&mtian created a ham@eneous
working classs It also affects the political experience
of third world ‘-w:}dag‘ ﬁlgisa« Study of third world social
formations can ensble us ¢ place the working claess in the
totality of claes maamﬂaﬁ

1

At thoe end, woe agein refterate the validity of
Marxian concept of closs and capitelism which will enable
to explain the complex reslities of third world. Harxion
eencte?te shoum be used in & ayn@ig fashion end the theory
must be rich encugh % explein the greolitios of the third
world,



44

Totality of experiences will contain the ‘mjw&m
of clans st.mggle" a8 well as ‘conjuncture of capitale
ist domination'. Only by taking working claess as
revolutionaxy m swpriori fachion cannot help us o
understend the concrete social realitien in which
working class operates,

In this context, E.P. ﬁ-‘hompaon can rightly be quoted)
“Class i3 defined by men as they live thelr own history,
and in the enm thé.s :lsss &wanly aaﬁmﬁan“ |

Ay Frank hes argued regasding the plamat&an 08

capitalism in third world countries, due to the

pmatrat&m c&f, mmwly capit:al. Sor A«Gs Frank,
i alis : lopment (Bombays Oxford

On the subject of articuletion of different modes
af production thers are quite a large nunber of
studies in the gontext of Asgien, African and Latin
Jaerican countries. See Iver G:zaalg %ny Bamett
Qﬁﬁ bavid Booth, eds, Dayond the Soai Yy of
Development {(Londony Rout. Bege pTid &egaﬂ F&i" Ltde,
19750 Harold Wolpe, ed,, The Articulation of Modes
pf Production (Londons Routledge and & egm aul
; ' ' G s Emem Leclan, Polit . deolog
n HMe g %31 Y (mgﬁam aw,
(wnéom Rautleﬁge anﬂ Kegan Fa' L Ltde, 198277 and
Gm M:ighi and Jorn Ss Sanhl, Epgays on the Political
| M:' a8, ed. (Hew York end Londonjs Monthly

ﬁﬁm Eark and m’ bnth,y Rav&wi’reuspr 1973}.

Hamza Mavﬁ. “mﬁia am‘l !:he Colonial ¥ode of Production®,

conenic gnd Folitical HWeeklv, woleX, uguﬁz 1975,
gpdz:! ~12624 &x.m aeea Jairus Banaii, Y“For a Theory
of Colonisl Modes of Production®, ERW, vol«VII, no.52,
23 December 1972, pp«2496-2502. '
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Karl Marx, Capit
Publishers, 19!

,t- Fé 35&

Karl HMarx ond Fe Eﬁg&l&; e Lo o

{(Moscow; Progreoss mmaham,‘ '3‘
edition), W#@MJ *

(ﬁelhu uzfam Uné.\mrsity ?z’wa; ?
scannl o n.a - v {8ew York end Londons

54Gy Frank ‘13?5)4 Mﬂf Pedie
pist o ¥ P paSiw

Mucata hav:lau; “Feuﬂalim and Capitalism in Letin °
America®, Hew Le oW NO»6Ts 1971, Ps204
i.irst surprising thing is
that Frank totally dicpensepn with pelotions of
production in his definition of coplitalism end
frudalisms In the light of this, hic corliser
characterisation of m relationship between
egploiters and exploited as the fundavental
contradiction of capitalism cesses © be 20
pwgl&.ng s+ See Broesto Laclan (19770, gpasite,
Pel23e

’1‘0 mue Brem!erl sProduction for profit via
exchangs will have the systematic effect of
acmlatwn an@ tho developnent of the

LX 3 A J 3
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productive forces only when it expresses certsin
a;wcific: social reolations of production, nemely

a systenm of freoc wage 3.&%:, wvhore lebour powey
is & conmodity¥a

Ses Robert Brepner, “The Origin of Cepitalist
Izevalamnt =~ A Critique of NHeowSmithian Harxism®,
AEM, NG 394; Julywaugust 1977,

199.25*-93;

Regarding the debate of tranpition from £eu&aum
a&g&ﬁeﬁm; mfem aadney mz,wn,

Senir amin {1974), op.cit., Introduction.
Samir Amin (1979), goagits, p+333.
Ernesto Loclau {(1977), p.30.

Karl tiarx and F, Bngels, Sele
SResikes o396,

Theoretical abstractions do not moan a £light
£rom the realm of reslities into the roaln of
abgurdities. As Marx wrotes ¥“The premisecs from
which we begin are not arbltrory ones, not
dogaas, but real premises £rom which abstraction
ecen only be made in the fmoginotion®.

Km:l Morx end Fe Eageia. s ed r
Progress Publishers, 19687, wo ,1, ps'ﬂ,;

Karl Marx, Cepital, YolaE1Z, it., PPe3II«IB4s
Writing on 'The Hodern Thesty o Mnisatian’
Marx wrotes

"In Western Burope, the home of politicsl
economy,; the process of primitive agcumulation
is more or less accomplished, Here the
capitalist regime has either directly conguersd
the whole domain of notional production, or
vhere ccononic conditions are leas developed, 1it,

Qﬁ‘._/*ﬁ
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¥4

at least, indirectly conerols thoss strata

of souiety which, though belonging to the
antiquated mode of production, continue to
exist side by side with it in gredual decayesas
It i= otherwise in the ¢oloniess There the
capitalist regine everywhere comes into collision
with the résistance of the producer, who as
owner of hls own conditions of lebour, employs
that labour to enrich himgelf instesd of the
capitalist, The contradiction between these
two dismetrically opposed economic systems

has its pragticel menifestation here in the
astruggle between them®,

tol, vol.l (Moscows Progress Publishers,
1954}, 1716,

Jalrus Bangil, ®For s Theory of Colonial Mode of

- Production®, EPH, vol,V1I, no,52, 23 December

1972, pp.2498-2502, To quote Danajis

"9e may define relations of exploitation as the
particular form in which surplus ig sppropriated
from direct producers not the specific form, i.e,
gorfdom.s s Relations of production, on the other
hand, aye the specific historically determined

- form which particulayr relstions of exploitation

assume dus to a certain level of development of
the productive forces, %o the predominance of
aartmza; property mmﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁf‘ P+2499,

Harx in the context of diszslution of pree

espltalist modes of production wrote:

"Commerco, tharefore, has o more or lese dissolye
ing influence everywhere on the producing organie
sation, which 4t €inda at hend end whose different
forms are mainly carried on with 8 view to use
value,  To wvhat extent it brings about & AissS0o-
lution of the old mode of production depends on
its oolidity and internal structure; And whither
this process of diseolution will lesdr 4in other
words, what new mode of production will replace
the old, does not dopend on commerce, but on the
gharacter of the 0ld mode of production itaself”,
Sapital, vwl.IIl, op.cits, PP.331=332,

Barbara Bradby, "The Dostruction of Natural
Emmcﬂ“ (pp.93~127} in Harold Weolpe's, Iha
B 1ot Y R - o) ] s & oy

{london; Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd,, 1980).
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48

Harold Wolpe ”capimxm snd Chesp Labour Power
in South hﬁrica : Fror Segregsation to Aparthetd®,
Pp+269-320, Ibid,

amiya Ks Bagmm, PTowards a Correct Reading of
Lenin's Theory of Imporialisn®, E.P.M., v0l.XVIII,
no«3%, 30 July 1983, py;?&-z»?ﬁml%

M&er tm xam. t&m um%x ¥« Engels, g;g-_mm
io=Econgmic Formations (Moscows Frogress

8«.&; Jhs, gSkudies An the Development of Caoitasl
1  {Ca) cmttar Elite Press Ltaay -
; apital, wvoll 11X, Mn 9.33%

Refem Gs Axeighk mﬁ John 3. Sshl, ed, {1973},
‘ » a&m sew ha:d Sand Bmk. .\ml |

Hamza Alavi has compered the 'feudsl mode of

production’, 'capitalist mode of production' and
’«miomal moda of production® which has been
given below in a tabla forms

Feudal mode Of H éwitaﬁat moae of | Peripheral
pxoductim (m?) i production {aap) | :capiﬁalim

(a) Unfree lebours {(a) Free labqux:au} (a) As 4n
direct producer in Fres of feudal obli- Cup
possession of gation, (2) 4ig-

meang Of producs possessed, Sepirie

tion,. tion of the ymﬁue&xﬁ

from the mesns of
production

«ini/ifr
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34 note continueds«e

i : —
Peripheral
Capitalism

Feudal mode of pro- | Capitalist Mode of
Suction (FMP) Produetion {(CnP)

L
| ST

{b) Extra-cconomis {b) Economic ‘*‘soercion' (b) 28 in
compulsion for of the dispossesse OMP
extroction of - &d producers
surplus-vaine ‘ ‘

{¢) Localised struce~ (o) SBeparation of eco- (¢) Specific
ture of powers the momie (eless) eclonial
function of poliw power from poli- structure
tical end econo~  tical {(state) ‘
mic power at the poweri creation
point of produce of bourgeois state,

TIONwav s , etds '

{d) seif-suffictient {d) Generaiised commow (&) Specific
localised economy. divy production colonial
rase {labour power! as structure

a commodity) .

(e} simple reproduc= (e) Extended Reproduce {e) Specific
tion whére surplus tion of capital coloniel
- 45 largely cone end rise in structure
sumed | orgenic composie '
‘ ’ tion of capital

Hamza Alavi, *Structure of Colonial Formations®,
EsPuMa, vOleXVI, Annual Ho,., 1981, pp.475+486,

38  The debate between Lenin and M.N, Roy 18 suggestive
of the fact that the colonial question was primarily
& class question, Both have tried to analyse the
dynamics of ¢lass relations in third world countries,

36
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Bill Werren, “Impazianam end Cepitalist Induse
trialization", Left Review, no.81, 1973,

Ivids, ppsded,s

aefam Hanry Bernstein, "Industrializstion;
nmiapaent &nd Bag}ez;&enm“ iz: ‘Hama Alavz mﬁ

Prabhat Patnalk, "Imperialism and the Growth of
Indian {aapit;aug:s” in Robin Blackburn, eds.,

(?eagﬁin Books, 1878).

Semix Amm. ”ﬁélﬁﬁaumm and the New Internationsl
Economie Order®, M v0le30, nOe3e
July-August 1971

Susanne Muslley, "Barriers to the Further Davelopw
ment aﬁ C:apitaliam in tranzmia 3 The Case of
: 8 m,w. Autumn 1981,




CHAPTER ZXiX

STRUCTURE AND POLITICAL EXPERIENCE OF THIRD WORLD WORKING
CLASS
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Hature end identificstion of third world working
class constitute a serious problematic for the research
scholars and political activists of third world countriess®
Bame socholars thought it premsture o epply class termie
nology to third world wagewcarners bedsuse sconomic
- i fferontiation is not far enough advenced, and status
md prestige lines ars £m¢gué<nﬁz.y based on fectors extras
neous £o relationship between lazbour and mimln‘z There
are scholars, who tend to see the ovolution of African
working cluss as simliler to that of proletarist in capitals
et societies of ?&mmga Some authors maintain that
principally because of the migramt cheracter and ties
the land, the African worker is o different from his
counterpart in industrislised cities that compsrisons
are mislesding, 1f not immaaibm# There is no ﬁam
that the specific nature of capltalism in third world
countyiss breeds a distinctive working cless within a
dlstinctive socisl contexty This dees not lesd to sbandon
the concept of working cless. We strongly believe that
Marxian notion of class has enough flexibilities to
capture the momente of specwmit&éa of third worlé
5 it is not true that a bulk of pauperised
population conastitute a working class as suche They

countrien,

only constitute as & class in relstion to capitalist,
in & detemminate historicel stoge of pmémtimf
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Classes exist only in the g¢lgas amwmav Bafore angs
lysing cspitalism and cless conpositions in capitalism,
Marx has fealt with the coneepts like ‘cepital' and
‘labour' in abatraction, Réflﬁ@tﬁ.ﬁ;n on *copital’ and
*1abour' in abstraction is theoretically exterior, from
which Harx tried to explain the manner in which *lobour’
confronts ‘capital’ in capitalism,

For Merx the concept of ‘cepitel’ has been developed
£rom the voncept of v’valua‘ and precisely the exchange value
in an alreedy developed moment of circulation, G@iﬁal
hes been conceptualised by Marx, not as a thing but as
a social z:aiaﬁoma In the initisl phase of circulation
{commodities exchanged for money or money exchenged for
commudities), exchange valus posits itself once as a
comrodity and, another time se money. In ‘cepital’,
exchange vglue has been p&simﬁ' as the wity of commbdity
and moneys Capital does not exdst in veouum but in 8
determinate society in which it tries to Cranaform the
sociel relations for its pergwmm; Before going
discuss how the working class confronts the capitalist,
Marxk has explained the concept of 'labour-pover® in
sbetrection. %o quote Marxs |

Labourepower or cepacity for is to be understood
the aggregete of those mental and physical
capabilities existing in a human being, which
he exerclses whenever he produces a uses

values of any description, 9
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Individual objectifies his own labour to producs COHmw
Aities, Thereby, hs externsliges ths physical and mental
potentialities, while producing commoditiens In capitals
ismy ledourspower confronts @ép.im not as an eguivalent
exchange but as a commodity, Labour power posito as a
walué for izﬁa capitalist for the proefuction of sarpluse

- walue, Commpditisation of labour povey Hetomes Ut
velus for the capitalist, for valorisetion of capitsl
and for worker it ends in consunption: Lebourepower of
the worker becomes oxternal to his objective existence
of being end it 45 menipuletod by the capitalistsy 10
This living isbour in o form of commodity 16 the source
of surplusevalue for the copitalists

The fundemental condition of converting labourw
paver into a commodity 16 o take sway all the conditiona
for the reproduction of lsbour-powver of m worker. Worker's
iiving labour in capitslism becomas non-apecific, abstract
anG mechanicel ectivity: The exchange between the worker
and the capitalist is detemined by the necessity of
capltalist production, which reproduces structursal rolee
tionship between the worker and tho copitalists The
value of labourspover as e commodity 1is datermined by
the necessary labour time needed for Lts reprofuction.
i1t is the reproduction of worker's physical and mental
cgpacitios, Labour is not only the use-value which
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confronts capital but, rether it is the usewvalus of
r:a;aita; itwlfiu Because labourepower 1o the sougce qz
surplus-value for the capitalist, other eimw of
production like instruments of production are used to
ralse tha productividy of iabourg Introduction of
machines into the production process has the parsdonical
efffec:g;g Inptead Of increasing the wages of the workers,
it replaces workers: it competes with the workers end
reduces tha labouretime necessary for reproduction of
workers, Amount of surplus-labour ussd to increesse by
raiping the productivity of capital and the wbrkag end
it serves a8 tho basis for extraction of ssletive surpluse
v&u&sm Wage lebour serves as the precondition for the
proliferstion of capitels When wage lobour confronts
cepital, it produces exchange value for the capitalist
(capitalist as & personification of capital) and on the
whdle a structuresl relationship is produced batween the
wage lebour and the capitalist, It is only the wage-
labour which makes the capital productive at a particular
stage of ea,:pim%&m;u while Marx was demling with the
developnent ¢f cgpitalisny, England served as a reference
point for hims In an idesl form, capitalism confronts
the pre«capitalist relstions of production as an antithesis
and dissolves the pre-capitalist forms of exploitation
and relstions of production, The process of dissolution,
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starts with the pﬁnéﬁrmwn of merchent cepitals When
capitalion reacts vpon the agriculture, it mmr&aﬁe#

a bulk of populstion from thelyr objective conditions of
existencey They become wageelabourerse Similsrly, people
engaged in handicrafts and in petty modes of production
become uprooted from thelr mesns of subsistence; cepitale
ism engulfs the entire soctal being of labour asd embraces
the whole society with Lts all paweaiw tentacless From
this general discussion, we will enter into the study of

ppect £ic menners in which capital confronts labour in
third world countries, |

The development of capitaliom is not an organic
development in thipd mxlﬁ" mzmi:rieﬁ; Third World
copitalisn 414 not copnate hec;mse of internal contre
dictions within the thisd world social formations, This
ig & point of ﬂeﬁ&mm for understanding the specificie
tios of third worid working clssss The motive force of
third world cepitalisn remained extorior due €9 penotrae
tion of mounopoly capital from outside, I;mlataxianizatim
13 » process by wiich y@mat is divorced from the moans
of production, Thoreby, he bacomes the ssller of lsboure
pover a3 & commodity for his reproduction.

The process of proletarienizetion as a historical
process iz determined by the manner cspliisl confronts the
pro=capitaliat Ms of production. In an idoal case,



tapitalisn dissolives the older &ma of production and
labour and croates n bulk of wage«lobourers ss its
precondition, It is not applicoblc to third world @mﬁ*
ries becsuse capitalisn introduced from outside 41d not
dinsolve the prowcopitelist modes of production totallys
_ Rather, it msi;.mamm&‘tm pro=cepitalist oodes by
giving {Tbapitalizt content into it without destroying
the form.

In Europe aeéamtm:x of handicranfts and potty
modes of production proceedsd paripasu with the absorp-
tion of Sisposed artisens in large numbers in the gneprge
ing industries. On the wnt..rax:y.; in third world count
ries, due o lack of induswialmat.‘im, majority of uprooted
pessants and artissns becene impoverished and £all back
upen the agricolture as agriculmml lehourerss In the
- case of Eﬁglmﬁ’ and other Europesn countries, the process
of proletarianization was complete in the gense, it
‘resulted in complete dispossession of the producers
€rom their means of production. on the controry, the
disarticulation of peasants and artisans £rom their
neans of production in third world countries was not
completss, To quote the observetion made by Sixth
Comnintern Congresst

The working class in the colonies and semie
colonies has charecteriatie feotures which
are importsnt in the formation of an indew
pendent working class movenent end prow
letarian ¢lsss ideclogy in thege countries.
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The gmater part ¢f the tolonial proletariat
comes £rom the pauperised viilage, with which
the worker retains his connection even vhen
engaged in industry. In the majority of the
colonies (with the exception of some large
industrial towns such a3 Sanghed, Boshay and
Calcutta, etc,) we find, a3 a genherel rule,
only the £irst generstion of a proletarist
engaged in large-scsle productioniess The
ruined artissn, the small property owner,
carries with him into the working ¢leass the
narrow ¢raft gentiments and ideology through
which nationalist reformist influence csn
penetrate the colenisl labour movenent. 14

Proletarianization is the process by which the condie
tion of reproduction of a majority of population in third
world countries were restricteds The process by which
producers were converted ints workers was not a straight
cutcome of the penetrstion of ponepoly capital in third
world countries. 7The process was mediasted by state sobion
through polictes and through some institutional strustures
e expediate the process, is In third world countries
major source of labour suwply was the uprooted peasants
along with artissng, petty producers end people £from the
lowest starta of the soclety like Harijans end tribals
in the context of Indias The Report of Royal Commission
of '&amur (1931) in Indis attributed the migration Lrom
village to citles to three ceuses: (1) economic pressures,
{11) the decay of village crafts, snd (1ii) thse social

disabilities of the sutcastes. To quote from the Reports

The driving force in migration comes almpet
entiraly from ones end of the chamnel, f.e, the
village md. The industrial recruit i=s not
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prompted by the lure of wity life or by any

great ambition, The city as such has no

attrections for him and when he lesves tha

villege, he has no ambition beyond that of

securing the necessities of life, Few

industrial workerg would ramain in industry

if thoy could secure gufficlent food and

clothing in the villager they are pushed not

pulled to the city. 16
vhile studying proleterianizetion of peasantyy in Africa,
Glovannl mﬂgmw has deslt with the process by which
wage became & necessity, not & discoetion for the poasents,
Arzighi has eriticised the model given by W.A, Lewis for
itn insdequecy in e¥plaining prolotarianivation. 7To
Lewls, peasents were attracted towards cspitallst sector
for high weges without reducing the effeative production
in subsistence sectors This was how the unlimdted supply
of lsbour wss enjoyed by the capitelist sector. Following
the arguments of Lewis, WS¢ Bazbor was slso emphasising on
high weges in the capitalist secotor and ‘periodic dise
guized unemploymant' in the subsistence sector, which
provided smple reasons for Africen pessants to become
wage«labourers in capitalist sectore. 3In the fnitial
phase of industrializetion, pessmnts were not responsive
to the demands of the capitslist sector in Rhodesia
because of the fsct that reproduction of the peasants
was met by selling the sgricultural products in the
marketsn, So, at that time, 1t was s matter of digscretion
on the part of the peasants t0 perticipste in capitalist
sector for additionsl wages. As Arrighi has pointed out
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that the growth of nining industries and tertiery actie
vitics without comparebls development of capitalism in
agriculture discouraged thé participation of aAfrican
pessents in lebour markets In the beginning, the lakour
problem wes solved by forved wagé iabour and ﬁ&ﬂaﬁiﬁﬁ
in cash, which made the peasants dopendent upon wagess

By 15032, african people had been oxpropgiated from
more then three quartors of sll the lands in Rhodesis and
expropristed lands were given o the pessants on yentss
3iving lwi&a on rent wes helping in keeping the level
of wages vary low, The most crucisl mochanism by which
Afrlcan peasants ware .ﬁc«mw 7 93&&@&9&% in the labour
market wes by reducing the price of agricultural products,
It was possible due to incresse in the growth of cash
erops by forelgn farms and controliing the market in
favour of the iwerial&sté; Az Arrighi has p@im;aﬂ out
the imnediate affect of the draatic incresss in the
asffort~price of Africen participation in the @m&m«a
market, brought about a sharp incrosse in the partici-
pation of peasants in the labour magket, A8 & result,

. the gelative importance of wage employment and sale of
produce as sources of African cash eamnings was revegsed,
while the sale of produce had accounted for some 70 pey
cent of the total cash earnings of the indigensus
aAfricen population at the beginning of the present
centuryy it accounted for less than 20 per cent of such
ecrnings in 1932 |
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In the initial phase of penctration of monopoly
capital, colonisers were mainly engaged in extractive
industries, construction sctivities and ip the plantae
tion economys By c¢iting the cose study of Pepuvian
mines,d, De wzna“ has shown the process by which the
peasants became wage<labourers in mines, The process
was posoible due to the division of lands into mini-
fundios in Perus In the context of Indias, British
lendescttlenent mu{mea' converted g large number of

peasaats into wage-lobourers si:ﬂ!.

Indebtednesa is an importent csuse of proletariznie
zation in third world countries, Indebtedness arose due
to excessive need for cash for the payment of texes by
small peasantss Smell peasant's dependence on. the market,
payment of exorditent taxes in cash and need for cash at
the time of fallure of crops, were the motlivating factors
_for indebtedness, This led o the intervention of money-
lenders. Honeyelenders became the labour contrectors for
the imperialists. Indebted people hecame the cheap source
of lavour for the industries mnd plantation. Nost of the
indebted people could not got cut of this vicious circle
and xma& to remain as wage~labourars throughot thﬁﬁ.:?
lives, in Latin American context, the system of debt
lebour is known as enganche systems. The pre~cepitalist
forms of recrultment of workers 18 a dominant festure in

third world eountrimssw
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The extra-economic and extra-merket meang 0f Orgew
nizing the labour zérce is one importent feature to show
how capitalism is bencfited by keeping the prewcapitalist
forms of exploitation mﬁmamun The process of prow
letarianization in third world countries 1s a2 hendiwork
of tho colonial states, Because the development of
capitalian in third world countrics is an inorganic
phenomenons

Another crucial festure of the proletorisnization
process in third world countrics is that, it 4id not lead
to complete seporation of the workers £rom their ruresl
bases. Rather there was a maintelnance ©f the rurel
links, Maintainence of rursl links made the source of
labour relotively cheaper, Thivugh this rural link,
worker tries to escape £rom the drulgery of factory works
Village provides s posychological socurity £cr: the workers
at the time of distress: To quote from Labour Commission
Reptirts " |

In sickness end in maternity, in strikes

end in lock-outs, in unemployment and in

old age, the vilipsge home 48 & refuge for
many. 22

Rural links somotimes restrict the organiszstional capecie
ties of the working class. OGrowth of a stable labour
force was also obatructsd by the rural links of the
workerss It is not an undversel phenomenon in third
world countriecs. It only proves the hetervgensity of
third world working class.
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Heterogeneity Qf mm world working class s due ¢
the placement of workers in different seguents of producs
tion process, ‘ Thoge vwho try to dichotomise the production
system into capitalist and pre«capitalist, miss the
structural relationship involved between the twoe Diwvision
of the production systen into two discrete sectors ia

fincorrects Dualist conception cennot conceptuslise the
structural persistence of unorganised workers in thizd
worlds iIn third world countries, while the smallwscale
s;mdwuma are subvordinsted in various ways to big
capitalist production, thelr persistence is ensured by
the interests of big capital itself, and by the structure
of markets, in particular. |

Due to the penstration f monopoly csplital end low
level of industriaslication, the avchaie sector of produce
tion was precerved as on adjunct to hegemonie capitaliat
level of production. This proctess resulted in minority
of labour force working in selective induatriecs and &
bulk of workers ss sn sppendage of hegemonic level of
production. The objective position of the workers in
‘petty commodity production’?’ must be identified in
order to understand the specificities of third world

- working classs The categoxy of ipetty production’ 4s
used by Gerry as U,"sn intentionally vague tesm covering
timsa mits o€ production which exists at the mavgin of
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the eayitauat mode of produetion but which are novertheless
integrated into 1t7.2% He contrasts with this, the form

of ‘small capitalist production' constituted principally

Iy petiy producer unité and the ‘*capitalist production®
which is monopolistic and subjected to forelion controls

~ Sentvos used the term ‘upper circult’ as Gerry's *cepitalist |
production® and the term ‘lover circuit’ is described aa |
the unit, outgide the upper ﬁimmﬁﬁs Quijano considers
that Latin American economies; there is a hegemonic
monopolistic level of production and 2 lovel of competitive
capitalism which is gencrally in decline as its markots

are invaded by the hegemonic level, but it Lo still able

to persist to & certain degrees The third level is the
‘marginal pole's To quote Guijenot

sse @ lovel of getivities end mechenisns of
soonondc organisation, which are wntin%lg
losing the possibllity of increasing mpzta
accumulation and which tends to expand and

bscome differentisted: artisanry of goods and
services, petty commerce of goods and services
{otcs) vess This Gepressed level of econ :
conteins a complex characteristic ocoupations;
of mechanisms for thelr orgenisation, thet is
iabour relation, which are not of the dominant
fornation snd the defining element is precisely
the lack of stable access to basic respurces
of production which serve the domndnsnt lovelss 26

Por duijano unliike many other wvriters on Latin American
cities, ‘marginalisation’ refers to a process rather than

a simple desariptive term, For him *‘marginsliced labour
force' is more sdequate to explain the unorgenised workers,
than the concept ‘reserve ammy of 3@&:‘ used by Marie
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' The sector of petty mode of production is leboure
intensive due to lack of technologicnl development, diverw
sified besis of works, lack of security of workers, etc.
It does not have sccess to the daminant needs of production,
Bromley and Gerry heve used the Category of ‘casual poor?
to explein the workers in this sector, Four types of
casusl work has been identified like: (1) short~temn wage
work, (11) dlsgulsed wage work, (1ii) dependent self-
employment, and (iv} true selfwemployment, To quote &
paassege’

We believe that the process of 'periphersl?

or 'dependent’ capitelist developnent are

porticularly prone to promote the growth of

very substantisl casupl laboswr force, and in

many ¢ases, to grafisally destabilize that

ladour force producing an increacing degres

of insecurity of work opportunities and

instability of inceme for the majority of

population. 27
Labour narkets Of these workers are not isolated €rom the
ghove ol) determinetion of copiteliom 4n thisd world counts
ries., Thareby the *Qualist ladour avsten® is untenable
by sny maanswze I£ the labour forca in the 'petty mode
of production' is heterogeneous then what 18 the degree
of solidarity smong them? There is no doubt that certain
objective constrainta sre responsible for theix disunity.
The migrent cherscter of the workars, thelr sttachment to
tradgitionsl values and competition for employments are
certain major constraints acting upon thisd world working
classs It 15 not to argue that they cennot act in &
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revolutionery fashion. It 1s also incorrect to assume
that unorgenised workers are inherently revolutionaries.
The unity can be forged on the basis of thelr common
experiencen, There is also s nesd for concrete politicsl
progranmes 0 bring akout solidarity emong different

groups of workerss

The migrant character of labour force in third world
countries is not pnly the product of uneven capitalist
dovelopment but also the product of the articuletion of
capitalist with preecepitalist modes of production,
Labourers were primarily drawvn £rom distant places through
labour contractorss The difference batween the free wage
labour and slavery is vory marginal in the context of
third world. Extraction of 'sbsolute surplupmvalue' was
the predominant form fogr the lmtmz:tim of surplusevalus,
It was by lengthening tho mrkingwﬁ,a& with constant supere
vision, surpluse~value was extracted, wWith the introduction
of machines, workers becane gpperdages to the machines.
Thoy 1live in the midst of pollution, Workers used to
live through o alow process of deaths Death overpowers
them untimoly.

The conditione of female workers end child lamu&:
were more tragic in the initial phase of ceplitaliems In
thizd world, fenale lgbour snd child labour were used as



means to reduce the cost of production becsuse their
legbour was very cheaps Female workers and children in
third world countries live in nmisarable conditions,
Female workers become progtitutes in the night time and
workers in the day time, ?teacag@iﬁailaﬁ forme of exploi-
tation in third world makes the situastion worses Workers
are oxploited through economic as well as extraweconomic
means, What the third world working class needs is, &
revolutionary struggle, which can integrate thelr ﬁhjecs-

tive experiences and aspirations,

Political experiences of third world working class
cennot be preedetermined by eny theory whatsoevers FPoli-
tical experience of third world working class is not a

theological experience which Sewms in the minds of the
| workexrs sutomatically, but it grows out £rom their rele-
tionship with dominant classess Political experience
comes out of certain deliberste ovaluation of the relae-
tionshipss The ruinous effects of coloniallsm were felt
by third world mvrking elasss The act of expropriation
wan opposed by millions of peasants and tribale in Ind.ﬁa.
But, it wes less articulated. There were no émm&sed
expressions, Gradually, workers tried to asnalyse the
objective situations in which they had been placed by
the imperislist powerss It wes not the pwarty and
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discases alone that fractured the minds of the warkers,
but the work itself in a different environment. Many
nemories fade except thet of the loss of any felt cohesion
in the community. It manifested in sporadic confrontoe
tion betwsen the workers snd the capitalistss HWorking
class confrontetion 15 a gradual pmés‘a To quots
Bukumol Seny

The struggle ageinst fimperialism thus objectlively
pecane thy primary task of Indian proletariat
although this reslization did not come to them
instantneouslys They had to traverse a compaw
rativaly long path through numerous economic
struggles before they got imbued with this
politicel consciousness, 218
Sen hes divided the working class movement in India in
four broad phassst the £irst¢ phase from 1850-1000 az the
inception of the working class movementy the second phage
from 1901-3914 witnessed the formative period of trade
wnion movenments, from 1915 to 1947 as the phase of dovelope
ing trade wnion consciousnese and the final phase is the
present phase of orgenized working cless movements, In
the initial phase of working class movenents, strikes
used to be loosely orgeniced and short-lived. Even
aymbolic ‘pmmsta used ¢ be orgenized like mass refuaai
to worke Between the year 1882 and 1890, there were
twentyfive strikes recorded in differcnt factories of
Bombay and Kaa;mmm The unorganised protests,though
suffered from narrow economic interests and restricted

1



political perspective, served as the boginning of formae
tions of trade unions in third verld mmtriemn

Prior to the formation of trade unions, workers
were organising themselves shrough different soclal and
cultural groups. In Chile, working classes were organizing
themgelves through ‘mutualist socicties' and ‘resistance
societies' towards the end of 19th centugys Though the
sbiactives wers very much limited, still working class
learned a lot many things from these organisationss
Working u&éss learned the process of articulating their
demm&@ It is sgreed awong the scholars that formetion
of working class consciousness ook a long time in thipd
mgm countriess Pactors Zik‘é caste, ethnicity and
religion play a substantial role in the minds of the
workerss Thisd World working class experiences manifold
constraints as far as the éewlamnt of class~consciousness
is concerned, Working cless consclousnass cannot be
detormined mechanicallys. As Dipesh Chakrabarty pointed
outs

Such an ‘snstinctive’ view of class

congcicuaness « g class congsclousnens

ohjective position of the proletariet

oxiots by separating the soncrote history

of labour from the concrete history of
capital, 32 '
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During 1920s, trade union movement in India was gaining
momentuns Leaders of trode union movements were operate
ing from = brogder perspectives Trade unieons beceme the
main ingtrnment of working ¢lass struggle not only
sgeinst economie exploitastion, but alse sgainst the
colonial dominations In the third world countries, prior
to inderendence, trade unions were having this brosder |
perspective, It is very dlfficult o generalisgs the
trade union movements in third mﬁd; hfter indepenw
dence, role of trade unions have been changeds Trade
union movements entered into a different hiastorical
conjunctere.

A wide variety of literature exists today in
regeard to trade union movements, which L2 derived from
Marxistebeninist scholarships But thers has never
existed a single unanbiguous theory of trade mionsasls
Hyman writes that the existing inmmmmticn on trads
unioniam reflects dialectically two opposite views vig,
‘optimistic interpretation’, vhich qu&sea A revolue
tionary potentisl in trade union activity and the .
‘pessimistic interpretation' which maintains that trede
union activity does not iﬁ itself promote any attitude
for the tranaformation of eapﬁﬁalmu mxm. in
cepitalist -@a&etﬂas; working class's protest against
capitalism is carrié.d thooughs A trade union has &
dual character, Xt develops t‘;hmﬁgh constant struggle
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and, as a dynsmic existence it rotifies the system.
NoneMarxists treat trade union as en institution for
stable industrial relations. Pointing out the limita-

tions of trede unionism, Marx wrote!

wall
Trade unions work/ss centres of resistance
ageinst the encroachwent of cepitals They
fall partiaslly from an injudicious use of
powers They fall generally from limiting
thenselves to a guerilles war ageinst the
affects of the existing system, instesd of
simummmus&y trying to change it, instead
of using thelr organiced forces as s lever
for the finsl emencipstion of the working
clasgy that is to ssy the ultimste abolition
of the wage syostems 34

Lanin bas also pointed out the Mmitation of trade union
consclousness smong the working cless and emphosised the
need for trade union movenents from the perspective of
radicel social change. HBowever 1imited & trade uniocn
movement may be, it brings solidarivy snong workers.
Trade union movement is definitely & class aexpmssinng :
Scholars like Fanon, Debray heve denied the relevence

of trade union movement in thind world countries. To
them trede union represents the interests of privileged
vorkers in thizd world, 7o them, trade union movements
in | third world are only eﬁﬁcema& with reforms but not with
revolutions The privileged gmﬁp of wx'kars constitute
the 'lebour aristocrecy’s>® Azrighi has pointed out
that vith the advent of colonialianm, mxaniél state
fostered & high peld labour force those who were skilled
and urbanised in third worid countries, To quote
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Areighis

It is the discretionary consurption of
this class which absorba a significant
proportion of the surplus pmﬁuced in the
money economys 36

while reconsidering the 'labour aristocracy’ thesis,
saﬁlm hag tried to phint ocut the utility of the thesisg,.
It cen explein the acguiescence of the privileged workers
in thiré world, to some exten::q» While exenining the

thosis in the context of Nigaz&a; Adrian Poace wrotes

in ny vim:, the lahwr aristocracy thesls,
widely accepted as it is, represents a serious
barrier t© an accurate understanding of the
present lend probably future) responszes of
Lagos wege earners to their class position, 38

Labour aristocrecy chesfiﬂ haa umiue& truth to project,
But the politicel conclusions derived from the thesis

gannnt be accepteds

After discussing verious aspects of third world

working class, we hove come back 5 the question posed

in the beginning' how to define third world working class?
‘Po the specificities of third world working class compel
ﬁs- to look for a new definition? We strongly feel that,
redefinition of third world working class does not serve
as & qualitative bresk with the classical Marxien defie
nition of working clsass Robin Cohen® has argued for

& brosfer definition of third world working classe.
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A rigid daﬁnit&m of working class cannot grapple with
‘the specific features of third world working clasas. To
Cohen, third world working class is semiwproletarian
‘and semi-peasant, Cohon was arguing from en angle of
revolutionary pradis in third world. For that, Cohen
has gone to the extent of including enjgrant ms&kers in
metropolis in third vorld working class.

For HMarx, identificotion of working class was relas
tively unproblematice The working cless has been idene
tified with industrial or factory proletariat, In the
Leninist tradition, the problenatic of identification
of working class has been posed in.ﬁhe realm of revolue
tionary strugglee The inadequacy of alassieai definition
of working class has bean felt by the scholers, working
- on third world working classs 7Tha *broed' dofinition
conventionolly tekes working class as being compesed of
all those, who sell their labour powers Thus, it embraces
all wagewearnerss The strategic guestion that £flows fryom
a 'broed' Gefinition, focussen sttention on tha guestion
of unity of the working classs It does not focus light
on aifferont segments of third world working classe.

Hovever, such & ‘broad' definition s not without
problemss Towilise the single criterion of wags embraces
sections of people, which every politicel instinct makes

ue reject as members of working classy sendor management
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officials, military personnel and leading state fumzz»
tionarics are obvious sxampless In thia conterxt, *lsbour
aristocracy’ thesis throws some light, But i¢ cannot e
the alternative,

The narrow definition oéi working class hes gpecie
fied the productive lobourers as workersz: In this contesxt,
the definition has been posed in a differont politicasl
perspectives Bicos P&uim&tma{m in tha context of advanced
capitalist countries, has given 8 narrovw definition of
working classe To Pwlantzaﬁ; svary waga' earner 18 not
a worker. He has taken the criterion of *productive
labour’ to define working class, ‘Productive labour®
produces surpluse-value directly for the capitalists,

This eriterion has many limitations, It excludes & lot
many uneorgenised workers of third world £rom working
classs Through & narrow definition of working class, we
cannot fdentify a large number of unorganised workerss
Somotimes, scholars term them s bwnpen«-pmlétar:lnt ang
‘protomproletariet’s In the context of Latin American
countxies, Quijam“ has used the concept of ‘marginaliw
sed lelwur forue' to identify the urben poors The
conclusion is inescepable that a narrow definition of
working cless will not be adequate in the context of
third world working class, Certain specific festures
of thizrd world working class should be given adequate
attention, Rural links of third world working class ought
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to be placed In & right political perspective, .Ths
process of proloterienization &n third world countries
should be taken sariousiy,

vorking <lsss csanot be defined alone by economic
 eriteriz. The politicel and ideological determinations
of third world working clesss must be studied seriously.
We have only tried to project differsnt vicws on third
world workiang ciasss It s quite premature on our part

o give a éummm definition of third world woriing class
at this stoges The Mentificsation of third world working
class ¢annot be feganded ;aa &t theorotical exercise
exclusively. It 15 profoundly & political guestion that
gcés to the very heart of the formation of & revolutionary
strategy in third world, Unity awong the workers is never
stralght forverds 1t is never autonetics Politice mediaw
tes and determines the unity by which third world working
clase can £ight sgaingt copiteliom, It will be g fight
for mitliionss I¢ will e a socioty of thelr own msking,
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§ Ye treat third world working class as & problemstic.
it is definitely a point of departures By this,
over-sioplifications of third world wvorking class
can be avolded; It is the precondition for a
crsative aspplication of Marxien concepts in third
world countries, Thus, it will make the study of
third world working class more rigorous snd
creative,

3
;X
=0
 #
¥
5’
L]
f

s (Oxford

t:xiimsity Pmsa. “ T3 sa sea JgCa Mitchell and

Asks Epstein, “&mgaﬁmm Preatige and Social
Status®, Africa, no.29, 1969, pp«35«36,

o

3 Jack maia. ffxica 3 Lion Awnokes (Londony Lawrence

4

5 rYor understanding the social and economic phenomena,
thenretical abstractions are guite nocessarys
Principle of linear causality stands redundant,
The relationship between abstraction snd Concre
tization is dislecticale Theoretical abstractions
help us to understand the invisible socioescenomic
Drocessess

- To quote Marss

“Society does not consist of individusls, but
expresses the sun of interrelations, the relation
within which these individuals stand, As Af
someone were to says seen from the perspective
of society, there are no slaves mnd no citizens:
both are hunan beingss Rather, they are outside
that socliety, To be slave, €0 be g citizen are
social characteristics, relations between human
beings A and B¢ Human being A, as such, i3 not
a slaves HMe is a slave in and through society®.
Grundrisse, (Penguin, 1973), p.265.
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Refer: Nicos Poulantzas, Clasges in Cond
Eapitaliom (Londons NLB, 1975

Harx has criticised adem Smith for his treatment
of capital as s thing but not as g relations To
Adem Smith, "capital is sccumulated lgbour™ ¢o
which Mearx replieds

"Capital is not a slsple relation, but & process,
in whose various moments it ias alwsys cepitals
This process thearefore o0 be developeds Already
in sccumalated ladbour, something has snosked in
because; in its essential characteristic, it
should be mersly objectified ladour, in which,
lowever, & certain smbunt of lesbour iz accumulated,
But sccumulated labour slready comprises a }
quantity of objects in which lebour is realized”,
Grundriese, Opscites Pe258.

Ksrl Marx, Cspital,

: 1.1 (Moscowr Progress
Publishers, 195

4 ﬂhnv & 9&1&4&

o quote Marxs

"This living labour existing as an sbstraction
from these moments of its actual reality (also
not value)? this complete demudstion, purely
subjective sxistence of labour, stripped of all

objectivity®, |
Grundrissa, opscites PP295286.

When worker exchenges his lsbour with the
capitaline, it is tho alien lebour which confronts
the worker and the living labour is the prow
supposition for the capital, It is beling approe
priated and set in motion in the production
process by cepitsl. The exchenge of labour is
predeternined by the need for reproduction of

the worker and for self-gugmentation of the
capital, ,
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Marx has distinguished twe forms of surpluse
value, extrscted in different stages of
capitalist production process. It is the
'sbsolute surplus-value' and the ‘relative
surplus-velue',and to quote Marxs

*The production of absolute surplus~value

turns exclusively upon the length of the working
days the production of relative surplus-value
revolutionises out and &he technicel process of
lanour, and the conposition of society, It,
therefore, presupposes B specific mode, the
capitalist mode of production, a mode which
along with its methods, means and conditions,
arises and develsps itself spontanedusly on
the foundstion afforded by the formsl subjecw
tion of labour t0 capital. In the courpge of
its development, the formal subjection is
replaced by the real subjection of labour to
capleal®, :

Rerl Marx, Cepital, volgl, op.cit., pp«d77«478,

When Marx has differentigted dlfferent atages
of capitalism, he pointed out that, at s
particular stags of capitalism, wvalorisation

of capital needs wage~labour ss & pre-condition.
For example the marchant capital and introduce
tion of monay in the level of circulation do

" not make the capital productive an such.

without commoditisation of labour-power of the
worker, money does not help in fryctification
of capitals Unless the soclety i constituted
of working <lass and cepitalist, merchant
capitol has & retanding effect on the produce
tivity of cepitel as it happened in many
ancient comnunities of Afgice as pointed out
by Merx. _

Quoted by Sukumol Sen in Working Cless of
‘:,‘ e ¥ S 3’\"4(9 & e ._! o and Moyen

§ e as - Janern
icuttar KPP, Bagehi and Company,
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The process of proletariasnigation ia mot an
secidental phenonenon in third world countries,
It is not purcly sn inevitable processs The
process is earﬁaﬁ sut by various policiles of
tha State, Colonial state wan expediating the
process in thipd world, Edward Gibbon Wakefield
was an English diplomat and ectmomist, He has
put forwverd tho view on ‘agamm mmmaem*
which Harx has referred in Cpples

Wakefiold hes given his views

mnmt of

. British colonieal policies in Matrau&; Land

was mede oxpensive ertificislly in Australis
by which, a lot meny poasants wers &1%:&:&&

from theliy meang of pmﬁu:tiem : mam
woge=lobourers. Refers Capitel
SuaSiter PPoTI6xT24,

,_ra

<uoted by mrqm Reed, The Indian Pepssy
{Londony Longman Green end &
Pste

Glovenni Arright, *Labour Supplies in Historical
Perspective : 3 8tudy of Proleterienizetion of

the Africen i’anmﬁt% in ahodesia® in O, Arrighi
and J.8s Sahl, od.; 19‘?33; mvt; W&!ﬁﬂﬁl‘za‘&

Jomh Dewind, “From Pessants ¢o Miners ¢ The
Background to Strikes in the mnn of Peru®,
PP«133-148, and Sidney ¥, intz, "The Ru,:u
Froleteriat and the Problem of Rural Proletarian
Consciousness®, pp.i49-172; in Robin Cohen,
Pct.ox Ce¥e Gutkinﬁ cna Phyllis Srazier, ofis.,

» . jans (lLondon; Hutchinson & Co.

39 9)e

British brought about radical changes in tha
land revenue system in comparison to the revenue
systen of Hoghul empire, In iioghul dasys, land
revanue wvas collacted by taking into sccount
the sctually cultivated lands and collection
was done in kind, In contrest, British land
revanue collection was based on the lands
entitled for cultivation mnd it wes colilected

tﬁ.ﬁ,*%
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note 19 continued.. .'

in kind. The increnced rate of revenue in
cash ralsed the intervention of the noneyw
lenders by which s bulk of population
becams indebted and dbeceme the source of
chesp labour for Britiszh mﬁustﬁeag

Reﬁerx miya Kmaar 5&@@2}1,, Zhe Bo

CuPy sﬁ.mmna; "Rucruiting and Grqanming &0
Industrial Lebour Force in Colonial India 3
The Cace of Gnal mm.ng 1::&&:3!;3:‘5"(183%1939)“

Fyuiﬁwﬁza Also gee &&hﬁﬁ.‘ﬁ ﬁﬁﬂ @w@&;
*Pactory Labour in Bastern Indie  Sources
of Supply, 1855«1946 1 Some Preliminaxy
Pindings®, 1ESHR, vol.XIXI, no.3; September
- 1975, Bp.2T7 Fu32€; and Chitra Jeshi, “Kanpur
Textile Lobour * Some Stmmmz B‘aatme

of Formative Yesrs®, Egon and Politi
Heekly (EPW), vol,XVi, ma.dé, A B
Specigld Number, 1981, pp.i823-1838% F,&.,
Gupta, "Notes on the Origin and Structuring
of the Industriel Labour Force in Indis,
1839“3-920” in Rtﬁ: Sh&maa ﬁﬁtg Zn 3

thile studying the plantation econony, pre-
capitaliast forms of explolitation has besn
highlighted by various ressarch scholars.
In the colonial days, plantation labourers
vere unfree and were exploited through extraw
oconomic meanss Refers J.Re Mandle, "The
letat;s.nn Eoommy i1 An Essay in Definition®,
clence and Society, VOl.XXAVI, NoO.l, 59:1&;;
1972, pp.-ﬁMz. Plso see 5.8, Bhowmik, "The
Elm’:tatim a3 & Socisl Systen®, ;

il Veekly, wol«XV, no.3,; © mtuabez
19&8, PD«1524«1527,

ngt-.eﬁ by Margaret Reed (1931), gp.cite,
PeSse
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The concept of ‘petty mode of production® is
preferred to the concept of ‘informal Ssctort
due to the following reasonst

with tha growing populsrity of term ‘Informal
sector' as used by snalysts;, thelr lack of
pracision boceme increesingly evident. This
category has been used in an empirical sense,
The term is incressingly seen to bhe descriptive,
but not of analytical uso., thereas the concept
of ‘petty mode of production' is more precise,
It throws light on its articulation to the
hegemoniec cepitalist mode and the ab sctive
position of the workars involve in this level
of production,

Refsrs A. Foster Carter, “The Node of Production
Controversy®, New Left ) s W0 le107, 1978,
PE«dT«71,. Ses alad T.5. Papola, "Informal Sectort
Concept and Policy®, EBW, vol.XV, no,18, 3 May
1080, pr.817-024, :

Ce Garry, "Petty Production and Capltalist '
Production in Dakar? The Crisias of Self~Employed¥,
in R. Bromley, ed,, "The ur:bnn inﬁoml Smeora
Criticel Perspectives™, Horld D

Speciel Issue, vol.5, nos, 9 ond 10, S Eeptembers
Cotober 1978, p,1159,

Lthe, 3979.," T

Hethuen Pmsa, |

Anibal CGuljano Obregon, "The Marginal Pole of
the Economy and the Marginalised habauz: ¥orce®,

-Ain ﬁamla YWolpe, The Articulsein Modes o

{eds)

; Routledge anid Kaqan Paul Ltd.,
198{7 » pmﬁé&-—i’ﬁﬁ‘ -

Re Bmlay an& chru Gam, “wm are the Casnnl
Poor?® in Gagual - IYRLLY L 5 :

Ps20s ‘
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28 Jan Bramen, ®"A Dualistic Labbur System? A Critique
of the Informsl Sector Concept”, gl’{_ﬂg, vol.%L, n0.46,
end 50, Bovenber-Dscember 1976, Also aee John Hariss,

“Character of an Urbsn Economy § Small Scale Produce
tion and Labour Markets in Coimbatore", EPW, volXViIX,
nos«23 and 24, June 1982,

29

20 $a (Berlin,1923).

3 Alan Angell, *The Origins of the Chilesn Labour
Movement”, pp.29~43, Also gee MR, Clark, "Histo=
rical Backgmm and Beginning of the Mexican
Labour iovement before the Revolution of 1%10%,
PPeTT«363 A4G, Hopkinae, *The Lagos Strike of 18974

An Explorstion in Higerian Lsbour History?, pp.87«

1067 Charles Van Onselen, "wWorker Consciousness in

Black Miners ¢ Southern Rhodesis, 1900-20", pp.107- -

127, 4in Robin Cohen, PeC,We Gutking and P, Braszier,

edse, opscits, (1979)g Sheron Stichter, "The

Formation of a Working Class in Kenye®, pp.21«48 in

RO 3m‘5 Bmﬂﬁ‘f- mﬂ Re cﬁh@pmt‘s e Do .

Tomnto uﬂimsty Fz:sasm‘ ‘

32 Dipeah Chakrabarty and Ranjit Das Gupta, *Some
Agpects of Labour History of Bengal in the 19th
Century @ Two Views®, Occasionsl Paper Ho.40
{unpublished), (Centre for Studies in Social
Sciencesn, Lalcutte, October 1981), paSe

33 Re Hymsn, Marxiom and
{(FPlato Press;

34 Karl Marx, ‘*hages, S’xﬁ.ce and Profit” in Marx and
Engels, Selected Works, (Lawrence and Wishart,
1968), pe249,
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Gs Arrighl, "International Corporetions, Labour
Aristocracies and Bconomic Development in Trow
picel africa®, r;apf.ms-'xsi in Qs Arrighi and J.Ss
Saul, ed»,u?‘!a Also see J,S, Swml,
“The Labour Aristocrecy mﬂw Reconsidered®,
Pp#»303+310 in R. Sand Brook end R. Cohen, eﬁm,

(1978) » wt

G Arrighi, gpscits in G, Arrighi and J.5. Baul,
el {19?3); WQS p&i@g_g

To gquote Sault

“fhe use of the temm ‘lubour aristocrocy’
underscored important points, Flrst it pltie
pointed similarity; historicslly between the
structured position of the elites {and sube
eliten) in bureaucratic employment and of the
wags workers, both supplving their labourepower,
to service imperlal exploitation and both
having objective grounds for davemping a steance
of consclious opposition to0 that pattern®,

Gee Ry SandBrook and R Cohen, eds. (1975),
eRatite, mﬁ%;

- Adrian ?ewa. "The Lagoa Proletariat @ Labour

Aristocracy or Populist Hilitente?", pp.281i-302
in R« SandBrook and R, Cohen, ©8s., W..puima

Robin Cohen, "Workers in Developing aamatiw"
S.u Rmm Alavi aﬁﬁ ‘i"ea&nx mm, 3 on

anibal Guijano Obreg'on, OpR.clits



CHAPTER IV

NATURE OF THE POSTCOLOMNIAL STATE
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Dizcussion of postecolonial state is very ¢rucial
for tha toncaptualisation of third world working claass
in its totality, In cepitalism, the process by which the
dominent classes exploit and dominste in not direct and
visible. The process of exploitation is alweys medisted,
At this point, 4lscussion of post-colonial state is of
capital importance. By this we can reflect on the process
of domination and mediations, It iz an important subject
of discusaion not only for the sgademicians but also for
the politicsl sctivistsiDf third world, There is a scarcity
of theoretical discussions on postecolonial state:s As a
rasult of which the theoretical status of postecoloniel
state i3 very weak, Recently, there is an attempt made |
by scholars to raise its theoretical statnagg‘ |

The postecolonial state is all pervasive, Power
and functions of the state ars swelling dey by days
Right €rom economic planning to family planning, poste
solonisl state involves itself in verious manners. In
the process of perpetual allenation, people are made to
think the mystified state as the real, Stete creates
& €aith among common people for its own existence. It
teachaes a particular song by which people sing the hymn
for the state, People think pﬁMl@nisl states as
imperspnals This aewé& as an important basis for state
domination® in third world.
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In the "modernization® theory, stete has been viewed
a3 &n independent ané impartiasl entity, standing above the
societys AS an sutonomous entity, state pursues develope
mental policies for the whole m&my Implicity, there
- 48 a diajunction between the state and socisty. The proe-
blemstic of post-colonial stete,eccording to this theory,
has been narrowed down to the level of institutions,
buresucracy and &nplmtemn of publiec policlies. Mecorde
ing to this theory, state promotes economic and political
development for the whole soclety by mgh&t:ating the
conflicting interests of different pressure groups, All
the above notions regarding the postecolonial mm smanste
from a general understanding of socliety based on recipro=
city of interests of different groups and state's domie
nant preoccupation to maintain stability 1n the mﬁ.&ygs
This contrasts with the motions of exploitation and
oppreasion, domination and mmmamn and sntagonisme
of class iﬁwz:astsa Structures, such as thozss of political
aystem and the state, thus exist to carry out necessary
functions, which can but be for the good of the misty; _
An alternative view, ons that does not reify zociety as
& whole {as functionalist theory does), but procesds
instead from the ides of the social process being constie
tuted by interactions of freec-ncting individuals » the
“market mﬁadei" + Politicel market like sconomic market
brings supports and demnds and coaverts demands as output
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in the form of legislation end authoritative allocation
of values, No questions are raised about ths preée
conditions of g particular division of functions in a
socliety and consequences of claas divisions that deterw
mine the capacities of menbers of different classes &n
the political and economic mbrkets, or their different
relationships to the state, ln the context of thelr
mutual opposition., The picture that "modernization
theory” gives us is a society constituted of heteroge-
neity of interests and stete as & peutral entity malntains
the rules of the gsne and mointains ﬁazmny of the aystems
Polinting out the limitations of struttural functionsl
method, Therborn wrotces

The fundsmental flow in the functional and

system epproach is: it doos not consider

organication as part of the ongoing historicsl

process {of simple and espanded) sees The

analysis ramained within s subjectivist

problematic, 4
Viewing state s» an impartisl institution nmystifies the
character of post-colonisl state, Institutional approsch
is bound to be inafequate. Extrasinstitutionsl procesges
are also quite important for understanding postecolonisl
gtetas Elite theory doos not serve cur purpose of undere
standing postecolonial states Such a wluftaristic cone
ception of modernizing elites, however, begs guestions
about their social roots and comnitments in & class-divided
socisty and about the logic of the systen in which they
operate. | '
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Deep scrutinisation of libersl notions of poste
colonlal state is quite nocessary for promoting & scienw
tific understending of postecolonisl stste.® A tesk of
demystification of liberal notions of state is theoreti-
cally and practically very essentials HNeeds of an altore
native paradigm must be stressed, Marx and Engels have
provided the altermative. TO quote Engelss

State is, therefore, by no means & pmter forced

on soclety from without.eses Rather it 4s a

product of society at o certain stage of davelops

ment, it i3 the admission that this society has
become entangled in an inscluble contradiction
with itself, thet it hos split into irreconcilable
antagonismg which it 1s powerless o 4ispclisees

Seemingly standing above socliety, that would

alleviate the conflict and keep it within the

bounds of ‘order®, and this powor arisen out of

gsociety but playirg itsolf as one and aslisnating
itself moxe and more £rom it,; i3 the states 6

Concept of state is an area of constant debats and dlge
cussions emong Marxist scholarss’ The debate between
Miliband and Poulantzas is wvery relevent and sfucatives
It has ralced a lot of pertinent questions regerding the
capitalist state. Poulantzas has coriticlsed ﬁﬂm@m&‘?
instrunentalist position mﬁ cepitalist state. Miuhanﬁ‘"a.
work 4id not reflect much on methodnlogical problems as
pointed out by Poulantzas.® Poulantzes has tried to
reflect adequately on various methodologicsl issues.
Poulantzas's ‘m-x:k has tried to dlspel certain methodow
iogical misconceptions regarding the capitalist state,



The orthodox Marxian scheme 0f ‘base' and ‘superstructure’
has been criticised by Poulantzes, The problemstic has
been reconstituted. »accordingly, the notion of ‘relative
putonomy’ of the state has been introduced,. State is not
mechanically determined by the esconomic structures of the
socliety. State is not an spi-phenomenon of the economic
bases State exercises certain ampunt of autonomy visege
vis the dominant classes and the exploited classes,
Relative antonony of the state is vitinmstely determined
by ¢lass struggle. Poulantzas has identified tws inmporw
tant functions of the capitalist state, Capitalfist state
disorganisen the exploited classes on the one hand and
on the other hand the same bring about cohosion among the __
deminent classes. o guote Poulantzas:
Stote is a cohesive factor in the unity of tha
formatien which is especially important for a
cepitalist formation - other fmportant functionsi
economic, pelitical and ideologicals Thoss
functions are the particular modalities of the
global pniitical role of the stetet they are
over«detarmined by, and condensed in, its
strictly political functions, 4its function in
relation to ¢he field of the political clesa
struggle. 9 .
Goran Therbornt® has studied the capitelist state by
placing it in the ongcﬁ.ﬁg" historical provess and through
the process of reproduction of capitolist reletions of
production, The effectivity of the capitalist state is



determined by the class structure. It is mediated by
the gpecific capitalist structures. The natﬁm of stata
can be understood better by placing it in the process of
class sﬁm{gqlu.u The form that state sdopts 1s also
determined by class astruggle. Democratic state, repre-
gentative status of the workers, afult suffrage were all
grented to the exploited classes at & particular conjunce
ture of class struggle. State tries to limit the class
struggle in order to protect the dominant interests of
the dominant classess State creates iopediments on the
path of working class struggle. It adopts tsctices to
dampen the revolutionary sctivities of the working class,

State tries to exercise domination through coercive
and persussive tacticss On the ideological plane state
tries to crostes an atmosphere of consensug, State madiae
tes in the process of communication, in the process of
socialization and education. In the time of orisis, state
uses coercive tactics to maintain the stebility of the
system, State is the institutionsl menifestation of
gontradicrory clags relations in & socioetys The exise
tence of state is determined by the sconomic structure
of the society. They exist in e dlalectical fashion.

How a thwry rﬁ post=colonial state can be derived from
a general theory of state, For the undarstanding of poste
colonial state, understanding of cleas reletionships ias
very crucisl, |
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In order to understand the nature of post-colonial
state, a historical reading of wlmiﬂim 15 very essen~
tisl, wWith the penetration of monopoly capitsl, peri-
pheral societies were drewn into the subit of world
capitalist systems Structural dependency was created,
Economy of periphsral societies was restructured, In
this context, role of the volonial state became very
importants The proceas of disarticuletion, however,
sxogeneous might de,; this has been sctivated hw the
colonial state, State bacane an instrunent of prolae-
tarianization in peripheral socletles. Through force
and suitable policies, voloniael state crested a vast
majaxﬁﬁy of workars in peripheral socleties,

Hanza Alavi's &Siscussion on postecolonial state
is quite 1lluminating. %Two cruciel points that Alavi
highlighted were the ‘over-developed stste' and the
relative sutonomy' of the postegolonial state, To
quote Alevias

The bourgecis revolution in the colony in so far
as it involves the eatablishment of a bourgeois
state and the attendant legal and institutional
freamework is characterised by the imsposition of
colonial rule by the metropolitan hourgenisie.
In carrying out the task that was specific o
the colonial situation, its task is not merely
te replicate the superstructure of the atste
which it has established in the metropolitan
country itselfr it must alsp create a state
spporatus through which it can exercise domination
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over all the indigengus social classes in
the colony., It might be said that the
*suparstructure” in the colony is therefore A
Yaverdeveloped® in relation to the "structure®
in the colony, for its bagis lies in the
metropolitean structure itself, f£rom which
it is lster separated at the time of indepens
dence, 12
Some of Alavi's propositions are contradlctorys He
tried to relate the weak indigencus socisl classes.
with the ‘over~developed' colonial state in an uneiuar
fashions Why the colonial staete was to be ever«dmflopea
to dominate the indigenous social classes those whd were
hasically weak? .The exceptionsl growth of the colonial
gstote was due to the necessity of the time. It was Sue
to the complex task of re-structuration of econemy, which
colonial state had to carry out. This process of medis~
tion was responsible for the exceptional growth of colo-

nial state.

The second feature, according to Alevi, 1s& the
‘relative autonomy* of the post~colonial states Alavi's
argunents were based on the historical specificities of
. pogt=ctolonial societies. Alavi has rightly rejected the
instrumentalist notion of state. He has eptly folt the
denger of reductionism. To Alavi, post-colonial state
is not mechanically determineds Rather it is reiatwély
autonomous. As Alavi has pointed out:

The centrol position I wish to émhaaxsa is

that in postecolonial society iz not the
instrument of a single class. It is relatively
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sutonomous and it mediastes the competing

interosts of the three propextied Classes «

the motropolitan bourgeoisie, the indigenous

bourgeoisis and the landed olasges ~ while

scting on behalf of all of them in order to

praserve socisl order in which thelr interests

are émbodded, namely, the institution of

private property and the capitalist mode es

the dominent mode of production. 13
To Alavi: the prominent plsace of post-colonisl state is
not only rooted in the colonial legecy but alss in the
contenporary production processs After independience,
direct control by metropolitan bourgecisis cerve to an
end, 5till the dependence status of the post-colonial
societies remained. Economic sgﬁéxeignty of the post=
colonial socicties hecgmas vary linited. The contenmpoe
- rexy profuction process in post-colonial ancieties hesr
the structural presence of metropoliten capitale The
reletionship between ﬁhavpéatscaianiax saciéﬁiea anéd
metropolitan capital is seldom direct, Here, the pogte
coloniel state medistes ﬁo_mainnain zhﬁ structural pre-

sence of metropolitan capital. Heterogensity of the

intemal structuras is maintained by the post-colonial state,

The dependency status of tha~9aﬂz~¢&1an4§1’aaaiaﬁ$oa is

manifested in the econonic policies, the import and export

policies end in the attitude towards foreign technology
and foreign investment. When Marx dlscussed the natuge
of Bonapartist atate, he pointsd out that, Bonapartist
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state can truly serve the ruling class, in so ﬁar as it
is relatively autonomous from the diverse fractions of
this class, precisely in order to orgsnise the hegemony
of the ruling class, &uch an miysiaﬁgﬁ applicable to.
the poat-colonial societies because, ;t trias ¢to m&aiate-
the relastionship mnong three major classes, Becouse &
single propertied class cennot exerciss hegemony alone,
thersby cannot be the only ruling class in postecolonial
societies, In this context, the role of buremmcratic-
military oligarchy is of awia; importence, Alavi has
explained the 'relative sutonomy® of the post-colonial
state not merely on negative groundas ut by explaining
the positive grounds of state intervention in the econos
mic and political spheres. He must delve desp in order
to understand the position of the bureaucraty in poste
colonial societies, Ve mat gnalyse, how meaﬁamy
plays a erucial role in reproducing the social relatione
ships in post-colonisl sscleties, To Shivii, * buresu-
cracy constitutes & separate ¢lass by virtue of thelr
position in relation to the state and in relestion to

the internationsl bourgeoisie. In the context of Pakisten,
Alavi hes pointed out the position of buresucracys
Because, propertied classes could not subordinats the
state ccmplem;g in Pakistan; burssucracy played an
importent role for the reproduction of elass relations
in Pakisten. In the context of Tanzenia, John 5. Seull®
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has reflected upon ths noture of the post-colonisl
stats, BSaul has agresd with Alavi regarding the two
arucisl features of postecolonisl states Saul has only
added the tdeslogical function of the postwcolonial
state, which wes not dealt by Alavi., Thess three feae
tures, according to Sgul, repregent the centrality of
postecolonial state. |

Econonmic planning throughout the third world counte
ries, under the hegemony of the postecolonial state is
‘& recoghised facts Economic planning has been troated
88 a step for the upliftment of general masses, RFlan
targets arc being treasted in stetistical toms. Statiss
tical analyais of econonic plenning is very superficlal,
It does not take into eCcount the class«~biag of the
ae_wmcvmie planning, In the name of ‘soclaliasn', stave
medigtes in the production process of third world counte
ries, Bensfits given to the poorer sections of the
society through economic planning, menifests relative
sutonony of the postecolontal states Economic policies
initisted by the state arc determined by the sbove all
maintenance of capitalisn in third world countries,
State plenning is slso & planning for ca@ualism.‘“ in
third world countries, economic planning failed to change
the basic structure of exploitation. It could not be
able to bridge the gsp between 'rich’ and ‘poor’,
Economie planning, under the hegextiny of post-colonial
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state, suffers from various structural constraints. In
this maﬁm. Alavi's concept 'structural imyemtiw’“
of peripheral capitslism is very relevant, To Alavi,
economic policies of the post~colonial state are not
mechanically determined by the propertied classes. MG
emount of interminacy iz also involved 4n it. But
ultimately, economic policies help in the mﬁm&uﬂtwﬂ
process of peripheral ceapitaelisme. Concoessions given to
the axploited scections are egually dmportant for the
reproduction of peripheral capitalisn,. Uneven growth
of copitalicm is also & basis £or its mgm@cﬁ&m@ Prew
cepitalist forms of exploftation are still in operstion
in mony third world countriess Cepitalism has been introe
duced in the f£ield of sgriculture in many third world
countriess Thus feudal landlords bovame capitelist farmers.
Land reform policles in prectice become = figment of
imag&naiim for the small peasants and lmﬁl;m‘s ubc»umrsgw
40 a result of the intervention in plonning., postetolontal
state created a strong bureaucrecy as the watchiog of |
capitalisme In the context of Mali, Claude Felllsssoux
arguast

»+» having been the instrument of the eplonial

Tho mouthplece of eXploited Malisn peasencers

the burcaucracy vas gaining (with ire accesns o

power) some of the characteristics of a soclal

clags: control of the sconomie infrastructure

and the use of it as a mesns of exploitation,
control of the means of repression invelving
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a resort to various dovices to malntein .
dominence. Some of its festures are originals
its opposita clpss in not yet socially well
definedp 1t does not own tho meens of profdute
tion on a private judicial basis, but controls
them on a consticutional basis. 19

Due to the privileged nesture of burcaucracy, it become

& conaservative force in many of the third world counte

riﬁﬁv_za

Politics is the meens by which class interests
are articulated in a society. Politics is also the
arena of class struggle. Postecolonial astate alse helps
in the reproduction process of political institutions, |
Conflicting class interests arse medisted thrpugh posts
colonial state, It ma:n:ains political cohesgion in the
_saciety. State maintainsg the politicel ﬁttuctuxaa-ﬁhich
iz continuously being threatened by its own dynamics. For
this, restrictions are pozed by the postwcolonial state,
State curbs the frecdum of expression and brutelly repree
sges the political struggle organiped by the exploited
clasges. Postetolonial state dewpoliticises the exploited
clasgens Thus, the stability 1z naintained in third world
countries. Th;augh persuesion and coercion, postecolonial
state minimises the poelitical struggle. An artificisl
consenous 15 maintained,

Dominstion process in the post~olonial society is
very complexe This process contains the politicel, economic
and ideclogical elements in 4¢, Through ideological means,
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state controls the minds of the exploited clasges, PoOsStw
colonial state mystifies the minds of the people as far
as the class oharascter of the state is concerned. State
portrays its neutyral ststus before the gencral masses,
The problematic of domination hss been reconstituted Ly
__Gramscinzl Gramscd has preferyed the word ‘hegemony' to
Yideology's Thus, Gramscian wim: of view made the
concept of domination move comprehensive and useful.
Class hegmny is exercised through varicus structures,
All these structures internalize the mqmnm values

of a particular soclety, Priority of velues are set by
the post-colonial stete. Postwcolonial stste tries to
nould the civil @ﬁiﬂtyzz in a way that will ensure the
hegemony of the dominent clessess Through various struge
tures of civil sociaty, preference of certain values is
being established in the minds of the peoples They
become consciously victin of illusions and become condie
tioned to 'one dimencionsl' thinkings Most of the dlce
‘tators, even the so-called democratic lesders of thira
world, are dependent upon idedlogical means for exercisw
ing the hegemony. Pc@uii—mzz is an important ideclogical
instrument through which posteeplonial state zeceives
obedience from the massess Populism portrays postecolonial
state as impersonsl and a ﬁawm‘ ingtitution for the
whole society, Fallure of economic pulicies led meny
third world leaders to project thaii‘ charism 24 ag a means
to continue in power, 1In many Islamic countries, religious



passion has been invoked by the le.a&amy% Pakistan and
iren sre two glaring exenples of the sbove tm« The
foundation of posteolonial state lies in mystification
of concrete realitiess Third world remains in a realm

of mekeeboliefs %Thers is no doubt that ideclogical domie
netion still continued to be very effective in third world
countries, Now we will briefly discuss the relationship
betwaen the post-colonial state and the working clasas,

Coloniel state pleyed an importent role in the
formation of third world working class, Through tha
intervention of the colonial stuto, peasants and petty
producers were uprooted from thedr objective means of
living. For continuous labour supply, colonial state
used to exercise force upon the workerss Colonial state
was preserving the pre~capitalist forms of esploitation
and the rursl links of third world working tless, The
primery eim wes to obstruct the working ¢lass from
organizing themgelves, W&i mies and regulations
were enacted to keep the lebour €orece disorganiced and
wéaka Formation of trade unions wes opposed in the
beginning by the colonial statee Duas Lo persistent
demands and struggles, right to form trafde unions wes
gr:aixm& t0 third world working class. It was through
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coercive and divisive tactics, colonial state was everw
cising hegemony over the thisd world working class,

After politicel independence, the arena of closs
stxuggle became wider and wider, The maln function of
the post~colonial stete is to keep the working class
struggle within a limits In various situations, pogte.
colonial state dbrutally oppresses the working class movee
ments,*° State with the help of draconisn laws, puts
check on the working class struggle. The postecclonisl
state inmwma and dmpedes the transformation of w&minﬁ
class in itself to claas for itself. The organiszational
tapacitics of third world working class are restricted by
the postscolonial statas Post-colonial state crestes ita
own agents within the working class. In most of the third
world countries, ruling classes have their respective
trade unionse Thereby, they divide the working class,
Post-colonial state medistes with the help of variocus
institutions to reduce the peossibllity of class struggle.
Post-colonial étam tries to limn: the working class
struggle to non-political levelss It results in des
politicisation of third world working el&xiss Poste
colonial state trieg o ingrain the ideclogy of reformiosm
in the minds of third world working class. It tries o
de«totalize the experiences of third world working class,
Postecolonial state triass o keep the orgasnised workers
awgy from the unorganised working class.
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Through idesclogical pxbpaqama; workers are being
sttrooted towards the populist slogens, Charisma of the
leaders has boen portrayed as ths solution to social and
econamic problems, On the contrary. thind worid working
class grafually beceome conscisus of the provess of awplols
tations In the third world context, mesre trede union
activities will not be sufficient. Day=towday avtivities
of third world working class s?muié» be revolutionslised,
Workers should bs subordinsted to the tactics of reformism.
vorking @lass struggle must go hoyond the limited trads
union struggles. Then, third world working class cen
constitute itaelf as a potential revolutionary fame;

Third world working class is not & passive objsct
in the hands of the dominant classess Third world worke
ing clasz is en azctive sgent .h'.s historys The relationahip
between the postwcolonial state and the working class is
of antagonistic contradiction, It is bmme of the
¢lass character of third world mocicties. How the third -
world working class will sssert its position depends on
particular historicel conjuncturs, MHost of the poste
colonial states are now in a pool of crisis, The crisis
hes been manifested all arcund. The ¢risis 14 very much
organice It is the corisis of peripheral ﬂapitali‘m;

The crisis can be monaged by the poste-colonisl stete but
not alwayss it cannot keep the dying m:&pbémi capicalism
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alive for & long time, Foundations are now tottering.
Now it 13 the working class slong with other exploited
5}68&9' which can give the final blow ¢ tha decasying
peripheral capitelisns Then, it will open a new chepter
in the history of ﬁmm world and & nw chapter in the
history of mankind,
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Hemza Alpvi, "The State in Fost~Colonisl Societiess
Fakisten and Bmglmm” &a Kathxeen Qoagh arﬁ
Haz*i Sharma, eods, Inperislism and Repolution L

a (New §c>xk & honﬂum Month ,_sr miaw Fmas,
73} Ses also Honza Alavi, "State and Clasas
um!ax ?e:ﬁ.pmml capitalim“ a.'n ﬁma Mavi. anﬂ

Press m.ﬁ., : 1 . Se ﬁmh mm smm in

Peatwmmmal Societies t Tansania®, The Spoialist
1974}, ppe34DeA72s U, Ziement and Ma

Lanzenacrter. "The Stete in Periphersl Socletliend

The Sor . Register (1977}, ppeid2«177§

Bharat Fatankar and Gall Omvedt, “The Murgmia

Staw in P@atﬁalmial mmmim% The X

3838 G mwi, zipos B
{(Londong HeEoBs Ltd,, 1978),

Ideological domination is very crusial for the
understanding of postecolonial stata, Idesl

is the invisible process of domination, cerried
out by the postecoloniesl states Thoso who talk
shout inevitability of socialist revolution in
third world, pay inadequate gttentlion to idedlioe
gicel domination, Objective conditions as such
cannot be the motive force for a a0cialist revow
lution, The need for proletarien ideciogy should
be ssserted, Ultimately, the struggle will not
bo struggle hatween minds but e struggles bebtwoen
oppoeite plasses,

The problam of ‘modernization theory' is primsrily
a methodological problems The methodoliogicel error
lies in the functional malgsia of the soclety.
'stability of the system’ cerves as the nodal point
of ‘modernization theory's Teo much prececupation
with the problem of stability blurs one’s vialon
towards the concrete reslitien, Without a dlalecw
tical understending of social change, understonding
of stebility is meaninglesa,

Rafe:t Gqﬁm Akmnd aml G‘ﬂai 9@3&1&; %_amggﬁg
: A Develow 1 Aopr Wew Deihis

e Ses slso Samuel

P. Huntington, al Opdsr in Chenging Soed
{Bombny; Vakils md Sismms ?vt. mig 1975) 4
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‘Marxisn theory of stste' must carcy forward the
task of scrutinising the 1liberal concepts. The
problematic of stete must be pleced in an alterw
native paredigns A new sots of questions must be
poseds Alternative concepts must be developed in
order to understend the class charactoer ef the
state,

Quoted by Lenin in Stave and Revolution {rnscowr
Progress Publishers, 1972), PP@ J=178

Ralph Miliband, Ihe State in Capiealise Society
(Londons Quartet a:m:s :ﬁst»dw 19-

Hicos Poulantzas and Ralph misma, "m Pmbma
aﬁ t}m Cwitazist ﬁtata"‘ in Robin Blackburn, eds,
503 : ) _Sclence tmnmnm 19?23# ad

E-x'l.k Qﬁn m:ight. 388, Crisis and Stat
(Londons Verso @ﬁiﬁ@np' 1978) 4

.

Pointing out the limitation of Miliband's work,
Poulantzas wrotes

"Instend of displacing the epistomoiogical
terrain and subnitting these ldeclogien to

the aritique of Marxist science by denongs
trsting their inadequacy to the real (85 Marx
does notebly in the Theories of Surplus Valse),
Miliband appears to omit this firot step. Yet
the analysis of modern epistomology smm that
it is never possible simply o oppose ‘toncrete
faces' to concepts, but that these munt be
attacked by other parallel concepts situated in
a different problematic.s ¥For, it is only by V
moeans of thase new cuncepts that the old mmxm
can be confronted with ‘eoncrete reality’."

See Nicos Poulantsas, "The Problem of the Gap&talm
State® in Robin Blackburn, ed.,0p.01te, pe2él,

Ricos Poulantzas, Poll ] Power and Sog)
{Londony HLB, 1973, p.:s‘h
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Refer? Goran Therborn (1978), gpacit.
Refers Erik Olin wright (1979), gp.eit,

Hemza Alavi, "The State in PosteColonial Soeietiass
Pekisten and Bengledesh® in Kathleen Gough and Hsri
Shama; eds (1973}, Opacites Peld?s

Hamza Alavi, Ibilde, p«id8.

Refers Isan Gs 6h1vﬁi,,Cl;;ﬁ_;ggxg;pwuv.vw
(1976}, op.git. '

John s» smui, “fhe atat?l%§*§as%~€alanial Socistiesn®,
y - , 2 BLOL *

To quote Alavis

"The "structural imperstive® refers to the basis
of sconomic circulation in a cepitalist soclety
and the conditions that govern their outcoms,
both at the level of individusl enterprise and
at the level of state®.

Francine R. Frankel, Indis's -3 Economy
11947~19?7) {Princeton Hnivaraity ?rass, 1978) .

Ce ﬁetliasacuau *A Class Ansiysis of Bnraauaraeic
Process in Mali®™, The J 1L £ Deyeic

Studies, amm—y 1970, pe107«
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The texm 'civil sovlety’ is Hegelian, Oramsci
has borrowed this term from Hegel to identify
the tole of structures like family, religious
institutions and educational institutions vices-
vis the state. These structures reinforce the
values of the state, By thisg, the process of
ﬂaminat;mn becomea very complex and invisible,

Refert Peter Warslay, JThird ¥orid |
Weidenfeld and ﬂimlm‘m hi:d. 19684), Cheds

Also see John 8, Saul, "On afticm Vopuiism“ in
GéAﬁ Mrlghi m ’\’baﬂé 3&‘33@ Qﬂt; : .

Referd J. C‘Wﬂght, Political lLesSership
Africs (New Yorkt St. Martin's Press,

"The basis of Pskistan is Islen and nothing

eises I could have steyed on in India. But %

did not, becsuss I wes a Muslimes We left
everything we had in Esst Punjab and arrived in
Pakistan, destitute but rich with hope and faiths..
lievertheless we ssecificed all we had and moved

to Pakistan, With such a background, how would
you expect me to forget, efter a mere thirty

years, what the baois of the Is2ismiec Republic

wase The baais is zeim and zhsll be mo%,

izianuhm‘ mmwiaw to the Editor of Teheran
oRsCites Po 140,
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History of trade union movements is replete
with a lot many instances of oppression by the
state, For an exanples In 1961, in CGhane,

tax levy imposed by Hitrumah's government, led
to & strike by the railway unlion and other
workerss It was only when President threatsned
the massive use of force against the gtrikers,
the workers retuzned to work,

Refer' nebin Cohen, Pater Gﬂf, ﬁutm am
Phyllis Brazier, ed., Peasants and _ . x
{Londonty Hutchinson and Coq- , ‘., ,99.\;«
Part S
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Oyr work has sought to davelop & perspective for
understanding third world working class. The central
ideas and concepts used in our work are derived from
Marxisn parsdigm. Our work has posed an important epis-
mmlaqwal problem; ¢o what degrec can the concept of
working clasa, daveloped to exploin the capitalist
socisties of Westemn Europe, be usefully applied in the
context of third world countries? Or does the employ= -
ment of our concepts cbscure snd confuse the realities
of third world? Realities of third world are distinct
in many ways from the realitics of advanced capitalist
countiess 7o make the Marxian concepts more effectlive
to explain the realities of ¢hird world, orthodoxy must
be benished £rom the raalm of Morxism. Un the level of
* Marxian epistomology, our work has wﬁght.. to eriticise
| economic aetem&img" We are against asny se-priori notions
regarding the third world working classs Working class
iz a mobile sgent of historys Thun, 1t cannot be concepe
tualised by eny pre-determined convictions: Prew
- datermined notions have always affected the study of
third world working classs We are sgainst the myths
propagated by certelin Marxist scholers thast the working
cless, because of its low numerical strength, cennot play
an importent role in third world countries. Thersby
the study of third world working ¢lass is not primary.
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According to second myth, working ¢lass is ivherently
revolutionarys These myths are the product of mechanical
appiication of Marzien concepts in third world countries,
Harxieam always negates aﬂ:mmsx?. & true Marnist never
treats the Marxian concepts as sacrosenct, This 4s the
epiatomological foundation of our work.

in order to study third mﬂdw&iag class, we
have tried to deal with the specificities of thix:d world
replitiens Most of the scholars studied colonialism as
a point of departure to understand third world working
¢laos betters A particular type of class structure,
presupposes & particular type of socisl formation. So
third world Iwa:kinq class can be studied by plecing it
in third wérm social formationss Unlike the developed
countries, capitalism in third world has bosn initisted
by metropolitan countries. Inorganic nature of thirzd
world capitalism made the mejor differences As a result
of colonial dominstion, a dependent capitelism has been
hurtured by the metropoliten capitalists, The capitalist
mode of production has been introduced without dissclving
the pree«cppitalist mondes ,wmpléﬁaly in third world counte
ries, Preecapitalist modes of production were restructured
to fulfil the needs of capitelism. Pre-capitalist forms of
exploitation remained. Development of dependent capitalism
inhibited capital sceunulation in thipd world scciel formaw
tions. A8 a result of the penetration of capital, millions
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of people were uprooted from their objective means of
living. Formation of working class is never an sccidental
_ phenomenon in third world. Rsther, formation of third
world working class is & process. Those who heve trested
working ¢lass as o staticestruntural category could sot
be sble to wnderstand this himﬂm proceas. The
process of proletsrienizetion is very much complex in
third worid, This process has been deslt briefly in

our works Colonial state has played a grucisl role in
the process of proletarianization. 1In third world, the
process of proletarianization 414 not lesd to complote
seporation of vpm&u&&m from their means of production,
1t also did not leed to complete spatisl dislocastion of
petty-producers &nd small pessantsy The rueal links ware
maintsineds Due to the spwizia articuletion of modes of
production, growth of urben based working cless was
inhibited, Even the organisational capmcitiss of the |
working cleas were restricted in third world, The process
of articulation not only sffected the atmmfa of third
world working class but also it affected thelr conseicus.
ness, Thisd world working class beceme semisproletarian
and semiepessants After political independence, structural
presence of matropolitan cepital still remained in third
world countriea, Third world is not completely determined
by the logic of metropolitan eapitalism, It has its relaw-
tive autonomys Third world should not be treated as an
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epi-phenomnenon of world cepitalicm. The internal contraw
dictions within the third world countries must be studied,

in our work, we have pleced working olass in &
historical process, ¥Working clesse o & "gie&an-imxtsﬁlf‘
in third world social fornations has been studied with
brief reforences to the as@e& of ka&nq-alaas 8% a
'olass-for-itselift, Both these aspects are interrelated.,
In & snell underteking like this, we could not give justice
to the latter aspects We have pointed cut the heterogeneity
of third world working class. Identification of third
world working clasa paamﬁl a sericus problem before us.
The ‘restrictive definition' of working cless edopted by
certain Marxists could be sble to show the differences
enong different segments of third world working class.
Restrictive definition considered the organised fectory
workers sz the working olasss A large mmber of wnorgaw
niged workers were left outs On the ground of ‘restrictive
definition’, *'labour aristoorscy thesis' has been supported
by certain Marxist scholarce On the contrary, those who
have adopted ‘broeder’ definition of third world working
class, considered sll the wage earners as the members of
the working cless, Both these viswpoints are not free
from limitations, Both these viewpoints contain some
truth, Lsbour avistocracy thesis, projected certsin
informstion regarding the privileged of high-pald workers,
But the theoretical and political conclusions of the thesis
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cbuld not be accepteds Even AL objective conditions of
the workers vary, still they do not constitute multiple
classes, We do not need multiple definitions of working
class to explain various segments. of third world working
clagss Identification of third world working claes cannot
be pmly 8 theoretical exercise. It iz alm 8 profound
politicel cquestion, We have argued that & limited Gofini-
tion of working class ie thaoretically as well as practie
cally uni:enab};ec A brosder definition of working clags
should be token up by keeping eye upon various segnents
of third world working class, The éafiﬁit&anaz exercise
must be teken along with mlmaﬁ:}ry exarcise, Working
cless must be understood visesevis the amant classen
and structures of exploftation, In thi# context,; we have
discugssed on the nature of post-tolonial state, NWe have
made it very clear that postecolonial state ia nmr
neutrale It 45 cless-biaped. The classical Marxisn
problematic must bs reconstituted o understand ths poste
colonial state better. We have argued that poste-coionial
state is not an epi~phencmenon of third wridaacammic
ptructures. It is not dotermined alome by the capitaliet
classe Postecolonial state ls relatively sutonompus. It
mediates asmong the thres propertied classes and between
the pmperéied clagsses and the metropolitan capitalists,
Postecolonial state slso medigtes between the dominent
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and dominated classss, Ultimately, post-colonial state
preserves the interests of the propertied elasses, Poste
colonisl state, through coercive and ideological means,
sxam&aaé domination over £hirﬁ worid working cvlasss 1t
creates an atmosphere of consensus, Pootecolonial state
controls the civil society by which idedlogical domination
1s exercised. leutianaxg %ﬁ&k§ for third world working
‘¢less are much more complexs It has to attack not only the
economic foundation but alsg the political and oultural
foundations of third world,

Our obscrvations ere 'basically tentative. We have
nc;t: intended to offer any conclusion regarding third world
working classs At this stage, 1t will be gquite premature
on our part to offer any conclusion. The problems are
raslly enormous and complexs The trsjectory of the
probletis is very longs A few things have baen said. A
lot many Pi’:ﬁblems are still thers to be hendled in future,
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THE TEXTILE WORKER IN THE VILLAGE

“Pirst wll us why you'srs here - have you only
come to tell us Datta Samant is power hungry and that wve
should go back 0 work?®

Textile workers, now back in thelir village homes
thres months into the longest strike in their history,
are at f£irst suspicious. From the beginning they have
heard from their more well-known village lesders only
anti-ptrike propaganda « workers are well off agnyway end
are csusing domage to the nation by demanding too much,
ete, eto. But once they f£ind gut that these visitors,
organisers with agriculturel labourers and toiling
peasants in & Pesrby village, are different, are sUPpoOr-
ters of their strike, have been distributing pamphlets
showing this support, their mood chengess A lemp ia
brought, friends are called, a meeting is held in a small
temple in this poor pecsant section of @;gstgexauﬁ andt
marchant~dominated village in the foothills of the
Sahyadris; and the process of organising the textile
workers in Shiralapeth teluks of Sangll dilstrict has begun.

Workers g0 in groups of five to ten from village to
village on bicycles, shouting slogans) mestings are held)
reports are heard of progress in Bombays thoy take pagt in
april 19 bandhy with ths contgibution from & trsde union
centre in nearby Kolhspur they rent & ven and spend two
days touring to the very hedght of this mountainous taluka,
and a rally is called st Bileshi on May 2. Bileshi is
fanous for its 'jungle satyagrahs' of the independence
movement, when tw0 peasant boys warce shot down by the
police in 1932 clinging to the national flege During the
1942 sSatara 'prati sarkar' 1t was eqgsin, with the whole
taluka, A centre of peoples' courts and armed struggls
against the Britiszh and against the dscoits snd goondas
hsrassing the people, For the 35 yenrs ¢f independence
after that, however, it expsrienced only the unchallenged
politicsl dominance of the Congreas partys HRow, as is true
of much of Indla, the forests that once covered the whole
of the taluka and thoe western ghats have nearly vanished,
and the huge new Chandoli dem project ig on its way to
redically chenging the agrarisn structure. But though
some government work is now available on the dam, the lives
of poor peanants ¢f the area have =0 far changed little,
and they still gend their sons ©o Bomkay €0 survive by
toiling in the mills as they did in the days of the British,
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And now, for the £irst time, red flags cen be seen
in the taluka in the organising tours of the textlle
workers = ironically, in the hands of workers whose most
repeated slogen is “iong live Datta Ssmanti®

~ The Bilashi rally, sttended by workers from 25
villages, is sddressed by ectivists of the Lal Highan
Party and the Shranik Hukti Dal who have been asctive
emong textile workers and agricultural lebourer crgenis
sations. (Datta Sanant himself, who has of ¢ourse been
most in demend as & speaker, is unable w0 come, and his
other major sctivists have only recently been srrested
on trunpedsup murder charges.) And as the workers
themzelves spesk, particularly whon they express thelr
fury again and again at the tyronny in the mills of the
aMS (Reshtriya Mill Maxdoor Sangh) it becomes plear
that while thelr cconomic grievances are overwhelming,
theiyr determination to fight also hes a deep emotional
. basis dn thelr assartion of thelr rights as hunan beings
and members of a claszgss One worker, telling of heving
begged end bribed the locel RMS 'unfon lesder' to get
his badli status shifted t0 a permanent position, conclue
ded with, "I may die a badli - but I'm no%t going to bow
to anyone'’s feet egainl® aAnd the regponse of the workers
is "let those RMMS goons show their heads heref we'll
knock them offi"

The determination of the workers, shown at the
Bilashi meeting, has been there from the beginning. No
cne who had spoken to the workers in this ares, even Iin
the early days of the strike,; could have been under the
1llusion that {t could be biroken in thres or four months.
The workers had returned home thinking even then in terms
of six to eight months, and with the determination that
“wa're not going back wntil we have word from Datta
sgnant®, This strike in their minds waz the big one, the
baottle that had besn building up for yesrs over the issues
of low pay; diseasewridden working conditions, lack of
work standardisstion, lack of housing and other facllities
to ameliorate the grim struggle for survival in Bombey,
the ongoing bullying and corruption of the R¥M3, ®Sell
y;gr Musegg sell your lend, anything, but don‘t give up
this time,

The ability of the largest section of the working
class in Indie to maintaln such a long strike iz one
aspect 0f the stilleexisting ruraieuarban connection.
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Another aspect is the link between the Bombay textils
capitalists, the ruling Congress party, and the powar
structure in the villages themselves, which has becoms
strikingly clear to the workers themselves in the course
of the strikes Ths RS 40 one part of this linkage,

&nd their activists, themselves drawvn £rom the villiages,
have tried to apply the sane kind of pressure in the
villages as in the cities, Neseriy the entire kulek elite
has been with them in this, including the sarpenches,
chainmen, all the welleknown village big men, all involved
in trying %o persuade end bully workers t© go batks The
villege govarnmentsl structure has also been used, with
notices sent ¢ every police patil asking for the names
of striking workers, and asking him to approach them oand
convince them to go back &0 works

Hone of these pressure tactics has workedy they
heve simply helped to generalligse the resaptment of the
workers at their working vonditlions and direct fsctogy
exploitation to the wider political structure. The
realstence of the workers themselves mey heve begun in
a quiet way, aimply talking back to the village bosses
{"You want e 0 go back ¢ work? Try offering 5 rupeas
for people to work on your well tomorrow and see if any-
one comesi®) but it has noved on to wore egitational forms
of resistance in the eight month cougse of the atrike,
And this 1z not @ small thing in &7 area which has tradie
tionnlly been the most solid and most politically heavy-
wvaight rural base of the Congress power structures For
the large maojority of the textils workers who have roturned
to their villages (the Kunkanl workers arc for the most
part settled with their fanilies in Bombay), are £ronm
Satara, Songli and kolhapur districts, not so0 much from
the irrigated, sugsrcanew-rich river valley villages as from
the hilly end dry telukes on elther gide. HMHost come from
tho families of the rural poor, for the low pay and bad
working conditions of the textileo irndustry meke it emong
the least desirable forms of Bowbay employment, Many are
voung workers, with few links to the Commuiist parties
and Marxist traditions of the older sections of workersy
they have found thelr lesderchip in the militent boure
geols unionism of Datta Zanent and not in any party with
cyretensions to revolutlionising the rural pover structurd.
But their seething discontent and the detennination of
tholir otruggle is adding one more fgotor to the erosion
of the legitimacy of Kulsk power in the region and thus
to ﬂ;@ ongolng disintegration of the bourpeois political
partiea,
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The process of organising this discontent of the
workers in the rural area itself began with Datta Ssmant’s
appearance on Pebrusry 21 at the agricultural labourer
conference st Satans in Nesik district. The conferencs
was orgenised mainly by the Lal Nishen Party, and it was
followed up by & rural tour of Samant and the two INP
londers Yashwant Chaevan and DaS, Kulkarnl through villages
in the hilly western and dry eastern talukas of the three
southern Hgharashtrian districts:s The tour was a resound.
ing success. Workers and thedy poor peasant relatives
and friends turned out in masses of up Lo tuenty o thirty
thousand for meetings in the blgger villages, and often
gathered to force spontanepus unscheduled meetings on tho
way of to turn plenned *rosd visits’ into fullescale ralliles
complete with processions through the villages. These
meetings were nearly all organised by the workers and
rursl poor thamselves, with seme preparstory help of textile
union activists from Dutta Samant’ s Mgharashtra Gimi
Kamger Union and the IiP*'s Kepad Koamgar Sanghathanss
Just as in the Satana conference, thoy were merked by
expressions of unity betweon workers and rural tollers
and hostility agsinst the rieh farmer clites Few of this
elite or thelir political representatives (with the excepe
tion of Peasant and Worker Party Leaders in a fow villeges)
sttended the workers'® mestings, -and where they 4id they
gften found a highly uncongenisl atmosphere, At Vttur in
Kolhapur district a Sarpanch grew intensely disturbed at
talk by L8P organiser Santaram Patil of sgricultursl
isbourers' problems and the need for unitys he roase %o
protest "just talk about the workers, why are you bringing
in politics”, and was ignored, In the following apeech
Datta Semant himself took up the theme, saying that
workers could not afford to stay away from politics,; that
they hed now had experience of all the ruling parties betray-
ing them, and that the sarpanch's party should sond &
resolution through the grampanchayat supporting the strike,
And the man was bessiged by workers afterwards pressing
this demanfi. Interestingly, the issues of 'peasants’
raised by speskers at these meetings were not those of the
demands for higher crop prices, but were rather such
issues as the land neceds of projecteaffected workers, minie
mum wages for agricultural lsboursrs, corruption end
influence-mongering in the Rulate=controlled sugar factoe
ries and the difficulties of poor peasants in having their
sugar taken for processinges

- This first ruresl tour haed 1ts main sim as that of
collecting grain for the striking workers and thelr
families who have been left in Bonbay énd of spreading
some initial consciousnese among the workers who had gone
back to their villages. But after a ghase of sestings,
grain collection and building some orgenisational links,



116

more agitational forms begen o emerge, Workers turned
to participation in bandhs, rosd-blockages and gherspes
directed agsinst the HLAs or other government officials
from their aress, The Shirszlapeth textile workess?
crganising had its climex in early JTuly when a meeting
was planned by two local MLAs and a state minister in the
taluka town toO try to convinos the workers to return
Bombay? they blockaded their cars twice snd even after
one set of activists wos arrested other workerz forced the
planned meeting to close down with an uproare It has
apparently become simost impossible for the Congress party
bosses now 0 confront the workers in their villages,

The main lack has been the woaknoess of a real left
politicel force in bullding up this rupraleurdban toilerst
allionce, Datta Sament's own union structurs is not
geared to this sort of thing and after the first tour his
activists have not shown much interesty the local {nvolves
ment of those workerwactivists committed to Sanant has
been relatively spontsnecuss The CPI and CPI(#) have
algo for the most part ignored the task of maral organie
ainge Even at the beginning of the strike, they had urged
workers to stay in Bombay rather than roturn to thelr
villages, sppasrently in the belief that At is only in the
dynenic heart of the city that a resl mass movement can
toke place, VWhen quostioned about this thelr activists
plesd the lack of a rural base for the party in gouthem
Mshareshtras It 13 trus that the LNP hss somewhat more
widespread ruralebased unions and rural links, but these
have been less importent in the task of mobllising the
workers than the fact that the party decided €0 put some
resources into f£irst organising the raral tour with Samant
and then directing many of its taxtile activists who hed
gcnﬁ hack to the villages to organise end sending twoe of

ts leading activists on slmost continuous miral jeep
tour for scome months, In contrast, even those CPI and
CPI(M) activists who work in or are from southern Maharashtra
have generally remesined in the clties and spent their time
trying o use the new burst of textile militancy by
capturing local textile unions from the existing congerw
vative leadership rather than going into the villagess
Luite aside from the problem of ideclogies of how to build
the ‘worker-peasant sllisnce'’, the whole situation gesms
to indicate a lack of imagination end daring en the part
of the two big parties, zsther then & leck of sctivists

and sympathisers with rursl southern Mgharashtra connections,

Sourcei Special Correspondent, %
laehly &W}g vola XVIX, 1o
982+ PPe1525+26.
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APPENDIX I
TEXTILE STRIKE TURNS POLITICAL

Three hundred thousand workers marched in pouring
rain in Bombay on August i, bring Bombay's styike of 250,000
textile vorkers, the largest in histogy, to & new level of
political confrontation with the Congress{l). "without
destroying the anti.working cless power of Congress, the
basic problems of textile workers andl other sections of
workers cennot be solved®, declared the workers' lesder,
Datta Sanants Other union representatives, women's
organisation representatives, and sctivigts of the Lal
Hishan Party celled for workers' tske-over of £actories,
recalled Chine’s *long narch' snd stressed the transforme~
tion of the workers® struggle into a political one,

This wes the biggest in a series of 'long marches®
orgenised in Bombay under Samant's leadership, end was a
response of the working clage to clalms 0f the government
and millownars that the strike has beon defeated.

- True, sbout 120,000 workers are beck in the mills
without winning any demends (this is the ofzicial figure,
and of this numbsr only about 95,000 ere originel workers,
the rest are newly hired)  and the majority of workers stiil
out may never get thelr jobs back due to several mills
. going bankrupt and the others undertaking extensive
modernisation and retzenchments, But the mood of the
workers is one of anger, not demdralisations The workers
undertook the strike from the beginning in & spirit of no-
compromise, succeeding in remaining out longer than snyons,
even the left parties, had predicted (the majority of
workexrs remained out for 18 months end kopt most of the
mills completely shut for over s year). HNow, even though
nany are forced by economic hardship to return, they have
continued to struggle to the extent they are able. At
present they continue to show their loyalty to Samant’s
union - rather, their union - by attending its rallies,
subscribing to membership cven when police gontinue o
harass and arrest all those collecting union subseriptions,
and electing itz activists to mill co~operative societies,
Leter they will again escalate the struggles '

The fact that the strike has been ‘defeated” by
conventional standards can give no comfort o the ruling
classes in India's industrisl centre, as they anticipste
continued wnrest inside the mills and watch a new polie
tical slliance of industrisl workers, the rursl poor, /take
aai;:ﬁs and women gradually/shape, as seen in the August } ‘
rally.
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The first step of the transformation took place in
Junewiuly when workers challenged Vasantdada Panil,
standing for election in his own stronghold of Sangli
to confirm his position as Chief Ministers The consti-
tuency was a totally safe one; there are many textile
workers £rom ﬁha~eut&{1ng; backward arcas of the district,
but the constituency is in contral Ssngli city, exclude
ing its working class suburbs and including 13e-well
irrigated villeges, But vhes an LNP candidate becked by
Sement's Workers Front and the left parties and dalit
organisations stood 4n behslf of the textile workers'
struggle, Dads became 80 nervous that he camped in the
constituency for nearly s month, brought dozens of ,
ministers and MLAs to help his campaign,; ond exercised all
sorts of strongeam tactics on the woters.

- Most of these ware of the ususl type « making it
clear that wards/villages not voting for Dada would get
no davelopment funds, threatening the Muslim minority
with'another Malegaon?, distridbuting thousends of saris
%o women voters, €tcs, But when the Congrezs goondas began
stone throwing and taking out knives, the hundreds of
workers who had come £for the campsign threstened 0o
retaliate and the level of violence rapidly de-~cscplated,
On election day, July 3, the workers' representative,
Santram Potil, had won 15,000 to Dada's 53,000 wotes. ©Iif
we can do 5o much in & cich constituency 1ikes Sangli which
has been in Deda's family pocket for Secades, the whole
Cohgress power is going to rock by 1985°, sold jubilent
local activists. With Insira Gandhi having already lost
the south and Xashmir, and fecing unprecedented turmeil in
Assam and Punjab, a blow in Maharashtra could bs & final
straw. And the main 4l fforence from the other states is
that the opposition sllisnce shaping up in Mshargshtra
is one with a s0lid working class core and leslership,.

The political evolution of the textile strike is
not simply towards oppositional electorsl politics but ig
also one of workers moving to lead struggles of other
tolling sections, UWorkers of Sangli district, for instance,
have begun to formulate strateglies for leading struggles
of rural labourers end pooremiddle pessants against the
kulak elite entrenched in the wvillages and suger factories
of the central frrigeted arecas of the district, Marthes
end demonatrations of lebourers on Bnployment Guarantes
Scheme projects have alresdy begune. And 4in Bombay itself,



119

on July 15, Samant’s Wogkers' Front orgenised sn antiw
price rise march, mainly led by women, against the wholes
sale market, the centre of merchant power in the clty.
This 18 a major stép forwvard, for Sanent's unionism,
though militant, has up 0 now been limited to fighting
for wage demends, Now, how much Ssment as an individual
is moving left remains to be seen, but there is no doubt
that the cne~time Congress Party member is now allying
with 2t least a section of communists and standing forth
a9 & leader of an increasingly politicised working class,

The textile strike from the beginning has hed many
unique features, scong them notably the opposition 1€ has
faced -~ confronting not only the most powerful ssction
of the Indlan bourgecisie but also & state adamantly
determined ¢ crush the workers for fear their succesa
might inspire & wave of struggles throughouk the country.
The striks begen in what Indirs Gandhi had declaved to
o the 'Yeanr of Productivity’ « and by the time the year
was over it had resulted in S0 million ‘mandays’ lost.
The Economic Survey nared it a mejor fsotor responsible
for low GNP growth in 1982,

To crush the strike & full ronge of tactices wes
useds On the one hand, repression, the constant use of
police, sporadic arrests, beatings and occasional torre
turing of workers, sometimes randomly dregged in f£rom
their chawls, repcated detention of all major union
sctivists (who could be foundl) below the level of Sanant
himself, and generslly as much force ap the state dared €0
use ageinst a mass of s hundred thousand concentrated in
central Bombays Against workers who had gone back 0
their villages, the state tried t activiste the entire
government~party machinery, from poliice patils asked to
report workers ¢o the police to local politiclians and xysass
bringing pressure. : ‘

The workers rssponded to this with messive solidarity
cempaigns that included contribvution of tons of grain from
peassnts, donationa from workers and employees in other
induatries, as well as support strikes st the state level,
And their own actions included huge ralllies, marches and
Jail) bharo cempaigns in Bombay 8a well as in rural areas,
and, in FebruarysMarch 1883 district-level 'long marches'
in which 5,000 ¢o 12,000 workers walked 3-4& doys from their
- villages to district headguarters in four districts.
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The other aspect of the state's and millowners? .
strategy was a very sophisticated prupagends campaion,
directed more at the middle class end other sections of
the working population in an attempt tO show that the
strike was futile, that it wasn’t reslly affecting the
millowners because they had huge stockpiles on hand,
and that anyway the mills were *reslly running', The
bourgeols press helped this by reporting practically
nothing on the strike except the millowners® propaganda.
Milis were kept open, and huge sums were paid cut for
monthe to *workers' (mainly scabs and clericel stafs)
who in £act had nothing te do because no production was
going on, and cloth produced elscwhers was steuwped as Bombay
produce =~ all in oxder to meke & show thet the mills were
rumings And in feot many people weare convinced that
“after all there iz no shortage of cloth wa can sep®
becaude the government could make up shortages in the
internsl market while huge axport losses, for which
Bombay production was vital, were not so sasily visible.

The repression had little effect on the workers
Efforts to bring pressure in the villages failed, and
the Congress-RMMS activists who went ¥ thelir oncee
secure villages to try to bring back workers wers driven
away - sometimes literally naked, It was shesy etonomic
pressure which in the end drove snough workers back to
start the mills running. But the propeganda blits 4id
have sn affect in cresting a puszied and defeatist mood
about the strike among the urban middls clesses,

Burprisingly this included most middle class

- deftists, end a unigue and disturbing fagture of the
strike was the failure of the estsbliished left (the CPI,
CPI(M) end Socialists) to give it more than nominal
supperts Thege parties 4id not mobilise thelir unions to
support it significently even in Masharsshtra state, and
there was almost ne all-indis support sction. The left
parties adopted a defestist attitude to the strike from
the beginning, and after the bhig Cctober Diwali vecstion
decided that the strike had ‘fizcled cut' and privately
sdvised thelr own members in textiles to 9o back to work,

These partles have hated Datea Smmant, for workers
have been lsaving thelr unions and floocking t© him, as a
result of his greater militancy and rejection of legalism,
With a sectarien sttitude that only unions end struggles
under their own control can be really revolutionary, they
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have seen the textile strike as "Datta Samant's strike®,
and predicted that the workers after their defeat would
realise the futilicy of such *mindless militency' and
return ¢to mora traditional ‘red flag' leadership, But
the opposite has happenedt the base of these parties
among the Bombay working class hes been almost nullified,
and in & startiing and symbolic end of a historical era,
workersd disturbed the speech of S.A. Dange who has had a
solid base among them ever since his leadership as a young
Communist in the £irst historic 1928 textile strike -
when he appeared with a Congress(l) leader to "sppeal to"
the textiles workers.

However, the saction of the left that supported the
strike with thelr full resources has grown in the process.
The largest of these is the Lal Nishan Party, which now
has the biggest rural and urban base of any conmunist
porty in the state and publishes & dally psper in Marsthi,
Shramik Vichar, AP threw cll its union and party resouvrces
intd the strike and organised most of the rural agitstions,
Included also are o mumber of smeller new communist orga=
nisations, notsbly the shramik Muktl Dal, 8 ‘postetraditional’
communist group which organised the prural aglitation in
Sangli district, snd the Naviewan Bharat Ssbha, a Naxslite-
iinked group of young workers in central Bombay.

The effects of the strike are as major and long-term
as ita sizes One of these will be its economic effect on
the industry, for the wesker mills have not been able o
survive and the bigger ones have been undertaking extensive
modernisation -~ reducing the nurber of workers they will
have to confront in the future! The modernisation process
had begun earliier, but the strike has hurried up the process
of change in this one-time backward industry.

From the point of view of the working class, however,
the political aspect of the strike, changes in the organi-
sation and class-conscicusness of the working ¢lass are
nuch more important than these economic changos. Here,
while the workers have not yet won their economlic demands,
they have decisively broken the hold of Congress unionism
in this part of Indias Upto now, vwhile sastern Indis,
especially Calcutta, has been the centre of the most
militant working class activities under Communisteled
unions, workers in Maharashtrs and Gujarat in western Indla
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{now the biggest industriasl centre) have been under
Congress dominations & lynchpin of this hegemony hes
been the Congress clamp down on the textile workers,
sided by repreasive labour legislation and Congress
political hegemony.

Now, militent lsbour struggle of the past few
years, mostly under Sament's leadership, have broken this
pattern of incorporetion. Their main featurs has been
a 4disdain and disregard for all bourgeocis legelimm,
end the new turn of thegse struggles to the recognition
of the necessity of politically destroying Congress
power &s a major step forwards

The fact that in their break from the bourgepisie
the workers have turned, not to the traditional left, but
to Samant, an independent 'bourgeois reformist! unionist,
also shows the stagngtion of parlicmentary leftism in
India, It has becons no longer capable of leading the
moat militant struggles, and communist alternatives
are only beginning to emerys, A churning is going on
in the working class, and & major aspedct of the new
workers' movements developing in India is their 'indee
pendent’ orientation « & rejection of the past pattern
of relationship of political parties to mass organisae
tions, in which parties thought trafde unions, eto. could
have & revolutionary direction and a ‘correct line'
only if they were totally under party controls. Even
in the case of the left parties, this had led ¢to splitting
mass orgenisations slong party lines = with every _
political party having a separate trade union *centre’,
separate wonen's wing, etc, ~ and £o subordinating these
otganxaaﬁﬁans and their struggles to the politica
allisnces of the parties,

How the workers' movement is going in the direc-
tion of snatching the unions from the grip of these
parties snd the parties are £inding 1t hard to bears
Thus the CPX and CPI{N) Ainterpreted the textile workers
'gcing from them to Datts Seavant ag 'forsaking the red
£lag' due to workers' ‘immaturity® and selfish 'econoe
mism', But in fact the cutcome of the textile strike
was that Sgmant, who had previoualy used the Congress
Party's flag for his unions, has efopted & new flag
now sppesring all over Bombay (and {n many district towns)e
a fist rising out of a fectory smokestasck, black or white
with & one-third red borders Symbolically 1t shows the
direction of the entire Bombay movements
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More than this, it con be sald that the most
adveanced achisvenent of the struggle is the new relation
of workers with agricultural labourers and smsll psassnis
in the countryside, Upto now in Indla areas of militent
working cless struggle have been giiensated from militant
ruzal struggle and vice verss. How this is changings
The change is shown in the Jharkhand«Chattisgarh movements
with thelr examples of mine workers joining and supporting
adivesi peasant struggles, And it haa baen mn | rtant
aspect of the Bormbay textile workers® relation with their
villages during their strike struggle. A new era is
baginﬁing in the Indian working cless movenents

Source: Gail emvaﬁt, ﬂfaxtila ﬁtr&ke Euxna Pa 1&1¢al“
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If you were to live the life we live

(Then out of you would posms arise).

kicked and spst at for our plece of brend
fetch fulfillment and name of the lord.
dovn~gutter degraders of our heritage

its 20lie repository, dascendants of the sage,
naver has a paise to scrateh our arse

the golden cup of offerings in your banks
Your bodies flame in sandlewond

Ours you shoved under half-turned sand,

Wouldn't the world change, srd fast

If you were forced to live at lest
This life thet's all we've always had?

{Translated by Geurl Seshpande)
Published int

Volsl0s DOsds
Pﬁﬁa
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a'hesu tv.tsta! £ists won't loosen now
sms coming revolution won't wait for ym.
We have endured enoughy no more endurance now
won't do lstting down your blood's call to arms
it won't dm '

the seads of revolution hove been sown since long
no use awelting the explosion nowy
the fire-pit is ublazey it 48 for tomorrow
miﬁmmﬁwwwmmm
no usepy lifets certainty no mords
How will they snuff the fire within?
How will they astup minds gome ablage?

No more reasoning nowy

unreason halps a lot

Once the horizon fs red

What is wrong with Xeeping the door open?

{Transloted by F.S, Nerurker), published in Ibid,.p.7.
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