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CHAPTER X

NTRODICTION

Lying in the casternmost corner of India aﬁd bordaring
Burma, Manipur (which can rightly be called a mind India
with {ts outwardly eppearance of Unity amidst diversities
of culture, race and past history), is peopled by Hillmen
and m.amﬁmnm. whan spoken of in gemeral, But, on closer
observation, it can be seen thét héth tha Hilldwellers and
Valleydwellers, within each, have distinct characteriscics
in their social, cultursl ond religious life, The Meiteis,
Muslims and outsiders (colloquially known as YPangalst ‘ana‘
*mymgs? rospectively in Mapipur) £0Pn the plain dwelliing
peoplesy while, Kukls apd Wagafhs form mm dnhabiting tho
hilly regions. Quite contrary o the Medteis, Muslims and
Mayangs, the Nagas and Kukis have further subedivisions among
themselves, thile the Hegas comprice of tribes iike the
fangkhuls, Kabuis, Maos, @tc., esch spesking a complotely
different dislect, tho tribes connoted by Rukl woras "Anals,
Almols, Chirus, Gangtes, Hmars, Koms, Lasheole, Paites, Purams,
Raltos, Scktes, Thadous/Thados, ctee ”‘.1 cach able to undore
stand another's dislect end having a comunon soeial and cultural
life and placo of origin. Upto the time of the promulgation

1. Grierson, G.As ldnguistic Burvey ¢f Incia, vol,Il1I,



of the 1ist of tribes recomised or scheduled by the Gove.of
India in 31956, thease tribes were identified by others as
fRukist, Dut since then, each tribe has been recognised as
a separate tribe.

»mha-ananesa-cf the KukinwChinwMizo group of tribes (whose
past is & dim past, %a past that has no recezﬁ,eﬁcﬁpt that
inseribed upon the hearts of the people by the accumulation
of euperionco afger expmrieﬁ¢a5ralﬁﬂ&a £rom father to son
down through the»age&ﬁ% is kmown "only fron compartively
madern~timﬂa”3) can be clesrly known from the univorsal charace
teristics they possess (paa&aased).. These universal charactos
ristics recorded by some writers like Bertram 8. Carey and
Hele Tuck weres "tho slow spoech, the scrious maunner, the
rospect for birth and the knowledge of pedigrees, the duty of
rovenge, the teste for and the traacherous mothod of warfare,
the curse of drink, the virtue of hospitality, the clannish
fecling, the vice of avarﬁca; the filthy state of the body,
mutaal distrust, impatience under control, the want of power
of combination and of continued effort, arrogance in victory,
speedy discouragement and penic in dafeat“.* With the
exception of the Melteis (the Meitels are also included in

2*; b/ nd C&l}u; Aelie Iuohind mfﬁaliﬂ: nzac & Cos (Eﬂglﬂﬂd)t
1949, p.29.

3. CGricrson; Gehe ODs Cltes Psle

4 caf@Yg Ss ﬁémam ﬂﬂa mﬁkg Hells The Chin H’.ila; VQI-I,
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Kaki=Chin in the Linguistic Sucvey of Indis, vol,III, Part
Iil), all the Ruki-Chin tribes ™lived-in a nomadie state for
Some cemurwsﬁs and gradually "the Kukis migrated to #anipur
in tha eighteenth e&mtury“ﬁ‘(ﬁ in two groups - one group
entering from the sastern side bordering Burma and the other
from the south vie the Lushai hills (mizoram)s

Legends hold that from time iomemorial the Ruki tribes
1ived together end considered themselves s one and the same
pe@plé amidst inter-tribe rivalries and f@é&. But due to
tho opportunistic and au:spmss,iva modes £ollowed by ﬁﬁe
- garliest few Kuki learncd men, all the different Kuki tribes

potitioned for the separate recognition of cach tribe and its

inclusion in the Scheduled Tribeos! idst ’pmm;lgaied by the
covt, of India in 1956, Accordingly, the Govis of India
approved their petitions and thus sepsrated the once inw
 separable tribes {their potitions being further pressurised
by somg lenders of tho hﬁl who were not Kuki-Chin chemselves,
and who aloo wanted to play the old British policy of *'Divide
and Rule' and bring about disunity among the brave, '_mwxizw
goent, adventurnus and populous Kuki teibes). Béaides, '“sm
after indeopendence, the tribal groups 1iving in this ares
 {¥anipur South District) felt the need for solidifying their

Se Griarson, Ceds OPs Clte, Dels

6 Singh, KeSs (Bds) Tribol Movemonts in India, wvol.X,
Manchar, New Dolhi, 19825 peS53.



group identity on the social, gconomic and political f:a:uts*’7 .

and most of them {even the leaders) say that "they are not
to boe mm " Chin' or 'Migot! or "uled ¢ oF anymore as *they
fcel convinced that the vhole group must a&vénm culturally,
and edueationally®™.? A writer in Ducme also remarks that tho
"people nov living in Mizoram dislike being called Kukis.

in fact there ware.'m move Kukis in the true sense of the
word, Still Thado cnd Kbuaégsai {Rhongaai) of ;mpur are
mentioned ag mMs"?‘@m With the sepsrate recogniticn of tribes
the Kaki nomenclature becams only of name, and to some, even
being idontified by it has beeom mfkvs‘raxd;_ Even t@day. thé
Kuki Students? brganisatim of Manipurts initiaﬁiva £for rom
unification under Ruki is still mistaken to be ‘old wine in
a xim»:r bottle's But, of léta, having mamseé the undeniable
necd fés* thelir unity and realdsing they have started reoaping
the b&tzteﬁ fraie of selfishness and obscurantism sown by the
carlier loaders (the present socio=political and econcmic
aisharmm) + there hes come up a g:‘aup which believe that the
KukiwChineMizos could all come under "m* ®2o' is the name
of the farthest progenitor of the group traced éa ﬁar,' and

7.  Ibid., p.127.
Be Ibid.,; pell7.
O Toide, pel127,

10, Laithang Liana, B. History of Mizo in Burma, Zawlbuk
Agenciscs, Adzawal, April 1977. p.69



*MI' means Man, thereby implying descendants of 20 ) as thay
£ind historicity, suthenticity and a possibility of unicy
under 1t. It is a matter of time and clrcumstance as Lo its
sucecess or failure, but it will be unfortunate for them if

they cannot cocme even undor this newly discovered namo,

The term *New Kukis? being “synonymois with the Thedou
Clan®, 13 today, whoo Raki is u%ﬁ it inplies the ?Mau tribe
only. Thadou, again, is the progenicor Qf sﬁ.tlhwu, rhouvan,
Singoon, etos, subeclense Having baen 8 Mtﬂ@ bit ahaaﬁ of
other clans in the field of eciumtiam am% Wmaum to the fast
doveloping world, the Thadous foresaw the advontages thoy
would gat in putting under thelir Thadou the othor clans
spoaking the sem languayge such as Mnk.m, Len, y thang, Balte,
Lhmgdim mtm Chengsan, Misao, ot wm @ually have thoir
own lineages, Even 4f thay had used ‘ctmgtm’ {Prlease gee
chapﬁer on Origin) somo of these ci&ns would have still been
left out., Uniike the Thadous, other Kuki-Chin tribes do not
use the name of one's clan for the tribé"a nam‘ But since
the ea_zs'ly 608, Kuki has beon 'auccesézﬁuly running paraliel to
‘:;’hadgu,' in the sphere of Literature !Racwmmw of | Kaki as a
trial dialect in Manipur end recommendation of books in Kuki
for use in Middle Schowls by cthe State Bducation Department,
and translation of the Holy Bible in Xuki), Politics (the

11. Ehakespoar, J. {(Lt. Colonel} The Lushal Kuki Clans,
London, 1917, D187 '



only recognised gegional political party in the state besides
the MsPaoP. (Monipur People's Party) » the Kuki National
assembly and the Kuki Students® Organisation), Religion

{(Ruki Boptist Comvontion, Kiki Christian Association, Kukl
christian Church) « The change for the 30 minutes programme
in the Imphal station of All India Redio from Thadou €O Ruki
as used in the Kohima snd Gauhsti/Shillong stations of AIR)
and the tribe’s neme (as in &a@m@ Hagaland, Tripurs | and
Meghaelaya (surprisingly altmgh there am negiigible nwiber
of Kukis in the state, it is recognised by the State Government
as a tribe of the state ) is yet to como.

‘With ¢this background in view, the present study will
concentrate on the controversial Thadou language speakers
reforring to them as Kukls, bat at the game time not neglecte
ing sthém related tribes where mention be necessary. It mainly
alns at examining the cmﬁum and tradition and start a
specific study for a path to trace the origin of the tribe
and of the whole KukieChineMizo race as it still remains
obsoure and this aﬁswity ia believed W be One of the main
hindrances to their unity. Here, mention of difforent nemes
by which this race has been idontified in diffeorent places
would prove worthwhile. In Burma they are known as ‘Chin',
fruki* in the Inc&iﬁu states of Assam, Manipur, fagalond,
Tripura and Chittagong (in Bangladesh). But, “there being
nd proper nome comprising all these tribes... the word Kuki
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and Chin are émnmw% 12 Tha origin and meaning of the
word Raki exually remains in controversy. wWriting on the
wild tribes of India with a fow poragraphs on *Kookies'
Horatio Bickerstaffe Rowney records that, "the appellation

' gookie' i equally unknown to all of them, having boen given
to them by the inhabitants of Bast Bengal (Bangladesh)®,t3
some believe Kuki to have come from Persien *Koochi/Ruchi?
which means nomadic (in this, it is believed that the British
idontified them with & nomodie tribe in Afghonistan but
provounced it as *Ruki')s The m&ng of *Chint' ogually
remaino controversisls Bertram S Cargy and HeNe Tuck
records that Chin, "is soid to be & Burmese corruption of

the Chinese "Jin® or “Yen®, meaning “man""y % while, F.K.
Lehman writes that, it 12 s Burmese word (Rhwang), not a
Chin words It is homologous wiSh the contemporary Burmese
word meaning "bosket®®,1% put further states that he is being
informed by Professor G.H, lace of Rangoon that Chlnv is in
fact %an old Burnese word (Khyan) meandng "ally or compade®. 16

12. OCricrson, Gede OPps Tites Dels

13: Rownoy, Horatio Bickorstaffe Tho Wild Tribes of India,
Thomas Do Lo Rue & C0., London, 1882, p.180.

14, Carey, 5« Bertram and Tuck,; Helle OPs citei Deds
15« 1Lehman, PeRe The Structure of Chin Socioty, Illinois
J Studios in Anthropology Hoe3, The University of Tilie
nois Press, Urbana, 1953, De3e

16, Ibidbf Pe 3@



| - Tharefore, despite their being of the samd stock, and scaticw

rod and portitioned into different countrics to this day as
thay are, they have been knoun by different names by oute
siders, and s, although the present stydy particulagrises on
a tribe of the stock, the findings can also be applied to
those of other tribes « particulérly on the origin, as the
myotary or curdousity on m;n« iz felt by all @ﬁv them surprisie
ngly in this supersonic thermonuclear ages

~ The present study is divided into six main chapters.

The ﬁmﬁ is & brief introduction to the Rikis and of other
tribos close to thom. The chapter on “Domestic nife™ contains
short notes on their Hobitat and Costume, Houses and villages,
Fuarpiture and Utensils uaead, rood end Drink and tholr nethod
of preparation, Domestic animals, Main occupations and
Relation with thelr neighbours. The next chopter deals with
the Social Structure covering structure of Haki ﬁamily and
Kinship Terminology, Marriage, Mamdng of children, Irhoritance
‘and Adoption, Political a:gan&satmm pecision Of niapama;
Death and Puneracy Rites, Religion ond Postivales A brief
stydy of the Advent of Chriscianity and the Ruki Rebellion
{1917 €0 1919) form the Pourth chapter. This chapter is only
a brief precentation of facts as a detniled study of this

may require volumnous writings In the Pifth chapter,
“Thaorics of Origin® is presented with the Ihalt (Khool)
Theory ond the Israel or Jawish Theory along with the



Migration and prosent settlements. Hers also, & deeper or

a more scientific study would require going beyond the limited
time besides the avallable literature and the unrecorded oral
tradition of the race, which, for the pmaént study, despite
the desire, i5 quite unthinkable,

Any student making a research on the Kuki«Chin trides
will £ind thet very scenty reliable 13;%::&12%@ could be
obtained for the study. Excepting the books written on them
by earlicr foreion mxtez%s, practically, there is no authentie
work by sny modern writer, nor is any writer or aﬁthoﬁ.ﬁy
trying to record the distinct cultura and tz‘aéit-ibn of the
Huki-Chin=Mizos and the tribals in general. Ho doudt, sbme
books are written on thom, hui; ‘the irony and pity combined
is that most of thesc are of commercisl motive and fictionee
liged. Purthor, if the tribes are taken scparately still
fower documents could be found for the information sought,
The negligence of tribals in the Northefast and other parts
of the Asian continent who still live in %.heir traditional
Jungle life in the midst of twentleth century civilization
can be clearly understood by Dr. Us Vum Kho hao's stotemont
that, *In this suporsonice and thermonuclesr sge it {5 ivonie
that some ¢of the people of South-Bast asis, an area which
hes produced the Secrotary General of tho UsNe, 5till remain))
in the stono-nge®.}? He furthor states that inspits of being

17, Vam Ko Hau, D¥e Us Profile of a Burma Frontier Man,
: Bandung, Indonosia, 1963, p.XiV,
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a *source of delighg? 0 anthropologists financed by ‘wealthy
philanthropic £mrsﬁatiﬁna‘ {(whogse main purpose is to record
the existing naked "Cultural anthropology™), their upliftment
is naver %mugﬁt of nor carsd by them (the anthropologists,
and the philanthropic foundations financing them). It is
alag obvious that "ot an inch of cloth hus ever bgén offered
by these Philenthropic f@mﬁaﬁi@na ta ald these peaélé“aw

18s Ibid., p.iIV,



Besides being a tribe of the RukisChinettize (Lushal)
group of tribes which have besn recorded 0 be nomadie by

1 homadism was more prevalent among

pature by many writers,
the Kukis. This migratory epirit they possessed, therefore,
scattered them to ﬂiﬁfa#ent states and wmmﬂm as they are
+0 the present day and has left them w&ﬂ;ﬁa&t a8 state or land
they can really call ﬁ:nexx‘ owne Even in the few areus they
ccocupied some decades back, they have been either outnnurbered
or almost overshadowed by the later immigrants £rom more
interior parts of theo state and tho Luashal Rills (Misoram)
w‘h@ were pone other than their own affincd tribesmen of the
race. Besides, the unchecked inflltration of Nepalese in
the Kuki inhabited aress particularly in the Sedar Hills

" District of Manipur by the State Sovermusent since early 1950s
{¥or e:campl@ “ther'e were about 2,800 Nepalese in Manipur

i. BRavindrs Pratap smgh in his bcak Goography of Manipur
{(Mationsl Book Trust, India, 1982, p.123) writes, “Some
of the tribes among them (mm-—mm.,&, ;;am'mlarzy
the Makis and Thadous, have migratory practices.®
shaw, Willlam'e Notes on the Thedou Rukis {(Publishod on
behalf of the Govt. of Assam by the Asistic Soclety of
Bengal in 1929, p.16) records, "The Thadou (Muki) s
migratory and moves €rom village to village on the
slightest preotaxt, BSometimes whole villages vanish €0
be absorbsd in others just bocause they have had encagh
of the place and the wander«list hoo got hold of thom¥,
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in the f£iftics, Being cultivators they live in the hill
areass Thelr nuxber has swelled to 75,000 (certalnly more
unﬂﬁﬁmiﬁw)*z has had & drastic fmpact on the &miwmomic
{(*che land ownership is chenging hends where Nepalese 1iVGe..
This 4n fact s against the law which prohibits the transfer
of tribal land without the sanction of the em:h@riuma“z)

and pulitical 1ife of the Mikis (It may be worth mentioning
that, of the rescrved maiz;mmcim, in the state, One .
mmtﬁ.tuen@ falling in the Ruki ares of Kengpokpi in Sadsr
hills District has beon @oereserved since 1974 midetlemm wli
by the State Goverpment under instigation ‘of non Xuki-Chin
hill leaders who still have the opportunistic and suppressive
attitude towards the Rukis who were ahgad of them in practie
cally everything 4o the bygone ﬁem&m; As & rasult, the ,
immigrant Nepalese, supported by non-RKukis became the single
largest perty to face the ¥uki candidates and thoir clannish
tribosmen, and thereby bocome victorious for two consecutive
timos, or, "in the 1980 clections o Nepalese candidoto was
mtumaﬁ“&) ¢+ The Kukis in Msnipur live *in & large arca of
hilly country bounded by the Angami Nogas of the Nags hilis
District (now Negalend) in tho north, the province of Burma

2+ Constontine, R Manipur Maid of the Mountains, Lancers
Publishers, Now Delhi=48, 1381 pe254.

3 zbiﬁinw p@254;
L Xhidcg 9.254.
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in the east, the Chin Hills and lashai Hills in ths sSouth
and the District of Cachay mf the ﬁem“.s In othar words,
they occupy the hills of the State of Manipur on all sides
of the Imphal vailey.

In the nelghbouring State Nagaland, Mukis nunboring
from 14,000 to 15,000 settle mainly in the Kohima district,
cecupying one of tho most fertile regions in the state,
Thore too, 48 in other states they are found, they am
scatterad in 35 villages. In Assam slso the Kukis are found
in the Hortn Cachar District and the Karbi Anglong District.
Thelr exact number is not known, but there als® they do not
settle in o compact areas In Tripura, the tribe identified
as Kuki “would be over 30,000"°% Rukis in Bangladesh "inhabit
thae Sylhot mgim“? and "the #@ﬁi@n Nest of the upper Chindwin
river in Baurma®,® In the sbsence of a proper demographic
study aml scsttered to this day as they were, describing the
permanent abodo of the Kukis today will be a difficult task,
But, as far as we could gathor informaticn, one may be rightly
Justified in placing Manipur as the present habitat of the
tribe as the state secm to hold the largest /biggest ki

S Shaw, Wlliam oOpe Citss pell.

6s Shillong #uki Students* Union's Pirst Annuval Hagazing,
1%1"‘525 p«ia

| 7« Kipgen, Khal ¥ho tin thang The Thadou Kukis, Imphal,
19@2; ﬁqzﬁ .

Be Ibides Pels



population’® (comparatively).

In appearance, Kukis did not differ much £rom the other
Kuki-Chin tribos -fiarx baing of Mongoloid _sweskt), with their
9short stature, flat nose, big or plump leg and a bit yellowish

1% The mature males kept long hair (regularly

in colour®
shaven clean leaving & tuft at the back end of the head

bafore roaching the ege of puberty and £rom thence nei:ar to

be cut again} and tied in a knot known as *Tuhcha’ on the

nape of the neck after being embeﬁ back from the forchead

and often smeared with pig's -taliwa - A turban like covering

of the head called *Diel kep' or 'Del kop' covered the holr.
The mail s ears also being bored at birth, a ‘cornmelien boadt,
considerad & valuable iftem and often forming an item in

prices paid for brides was worn in cach cay tied with ¢ plece
of cotton €0 the iche 0f the ears Around the neck s string
known as Y8A Q/S8A AW' was worn with a2 tiger’s tooth, one or

two feathers of a cock and sometimos Ya pair of tweezers and
thorn pick! all tied separately on the thréaﬁ of the string

as a Ylove tokent. The shirt worn 'Boitong® vas ormless,
resembling the modern walstecoat or & soook and nmostly of

white colour although the colour often appeared browmish
bocouse of dirt collected through the years, Beoides "Boitongt,

9¢ Gricrson Op. cite, Dele

10.C @a%gin, Te Discovery of Zoland, Chuzachandpur, 1980,
Palie . '



15

one or twd clothss were always found with the man to wrap
around themgelves over one shoulder or boths A loin-cloth
was worn simost 4in the seme way as the Indian 'Dhoti! is
worns Either leather or the string tied to the wooden flap
holding the *Dao' called ‘Chempai® (Chem=Dao or knife, Feis
Holder) served as belt and this £lap and the dao used to
produce a funny sound *Rlak-ilok, Klak-Klok! when a Xuki
would pass bys A banboo or cane spun basket YPAY PEH' for
carrying *odds and ends' like tobaceco, tiffin, vegetable,
etca, was hung with a leather strap f£rom the shoulder
{gencrally f£rom the left shoulder €0 the right side entange
ling the buody with the sf.rap - one running down tho choot,
the other on the back of it). Here, it may be worth
mentioning thet as every male ofi the KukieChin race &arrwa
this, thoy might have been identified as "Carriers of basket?
by the Burnmese since “‘oaskét is also called *Chin' by the
Bumase“‘u basides meaning ‘comrade' as mentioned earlier.
In somo places young boys end girls wore a picece of thread
tied just above the ankle supposed to make the fest ,at%:mctiva.
faut only the male tied a wirg arcund the wrists Very fow
used wooden anxd rubbar *chappalet and so the majoricy walked
bare-£ooted.

Bare-footed like the malesc, the Rukl women wore & type

11, lLalthanglians,; Be Ops Cite, Db
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of *Lungi' called 'Pon Ve' (Ponscloth, Veswrap around) of a
particilar pattern called *RKbamcaeng® which is black in colour
with skillfully woven design of the cucunmber sceds in yollow
colour ranning through the whole length with a ‘xamaéeh of 2
o 3 inches, sech line 3 to 4 inches £rom both the edges.
The ‘Jem* or aéaigm of ‘Rhamtang Pon ve'! (the ‘Rhamtany
Lungd®) 4s belleved to be copled £xrom the skin of pythons, of
which, there are also meny tsles. This Lungl covered the
breast as it wos worn or wrapped tightly over it and tucked
on the left hand side below under tﬁm armpits 7This ran only
upteo the kmee or & little below it Undernoath the lungl

T Sipatt , 28 (*Nih') which
was tied to the waistline with & string and ran only upto a

Sl -

was worh dcpettilost,. of redd aidi stk st

little over helfway down their thighs. The neck of 8 woman
was adorned with this or more strings of red and blue beads
called *Rhi or ‘mib?a‘ Em::ﬁeewm@a, Basllesr)s Barerings
wore alsc worn, and some aress had umrm@ﬁ girls wearing
thick iaym?s of bangles on both the hands. Although some

- writers have é:emrﬂed that "the girls are alod ShaVENeeesssces
sswhen they readh maturity « sometimes a little bofore =
theldr halr is allowed to gmwﬂ,w as for as X am able ¢o
trace, it appesrs to be only in some regions like Tamenglong
{tvect District of Monipur) mée z:zritzcaﬁa like willlom sShoaw

12, Shaw, Wilidam ©Ope ci%es Delds



17

were based., The women's halr was properly greased with
animal 0&1 and sfter being neatly .combed, was parteﬂ in the
centre og the head and plaited into two strands and brought
round 1:.1’&r head (the plaited right taken around the back of
the heaa{ over the ieft ear and mecting the other which is
cakon fmm the other side) and tied in front sbove the _
f@rmaq/ This tying was convenienced with the help of black
strings’ /,af. thread *Sem Khoo' (SameHair, Khaomthread or ropo)
plaited together with the hair at the end of the plalt,

The clothes used for dresces were all woven f£rom cotton
grown on the lands and spun by the womenfolk. A woman's skill
in weaving was considercd cepe of the qualities sought by
youngmens Every Kaki girl therefore used to be skilled in
it, and a girl not knowing the art of weaving at least the
*Ngou Pong Fon' (white cloth for use sz & bed sheet) was a
rare case. But since the advent of mistiw&tm Huki costumes
have changed., HNow, long after every map has taken on the |
modern costume, the womon continue to wear the txaﬁiﬁiml
‘¥ xhamtang Ponve! but in & mdi.aﬁiéd form « tucked on the walst
and the length reaching the anklos |

Attired in those, the Kukis were very fond of smoking
pipos ¢sllod *Dum Bel' (DumeTobaceo, BelsPot), *The Thadous
{itakis) used a short motal pips with both stem and bowl made
of brass or Lron¥, 13 while, the Suktes of a heavy bambood

134 Carey; 5. Bertram and Tucks HeNe Ope Cite, pe183e
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bowl with & 3 or ¢ foot stem and sometimes the bowl made of
mited clay and baked, The most common pipe used, however,
was a bamboo bowl lined with copper or metal 4o prevent it
fram burning, smoked with a bamboo stem 10 to 12 inches long.
In the olden days the pipe used ¢ be lighted with *£lint
and steel', which was carried by almost every RakieChin melc
fer makﬂ.zzg fira. The Kuki women, in 50me amaé. smoked pipes
 known aé tpal pubt (Tulewater, Sub or Boch=container) o
*’Mbbl-eﬂmbblﬁs’“ié made of a clay mz, a bamboo or gourd
vatex receptacle and motsl stem ipn which thre smoke pousas from
the bowl into the gourd or bamboc receptacle, £illing the
water with nicotine. Ruki-Chin women, particularly those in
Burme smoked greatly. But this was v,nm‘ only for the pleasure
or taste but mainly to collect nicotine water in the above
meﬁtmn&a procedures é:mm was supplied to ﬁh@ men or thelr
lovers who sipped it as often as possible and did not swallow
‘mt spit‘zt cmt after keoping in the ‘mth for sm:;ﬁm Host
men also carried a small container aauéé $ Tadbuht (mwmmr
or Bicotine water and Buhecontainer) made of gourds, But
Bakis living in some aréas like Tengnoupal District and
Ukhrul District seldom used pipes, Instesd t.my smoked
va&garettes rolied from partially dried leaves of a particular
trecs The tobacco was grown in their own londs and those

14, 1Ixid, 2 Ps 183,
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who smoke it in rolled form mixed it with *Sang Kot and
‘Thmg;tmx‘ (nomes of plants or trees, the later producing
a sweet smell). But, in whichever form theoy took, they
smoked grestlye It is said that “one of his (Kuki) few
means of ca&euianmg time and distance was by the nusber of
pipes ho smokedni® and %51l (men, women end children) smeked
to the grostest extent®,®

hen droessed in thoepe costumes in the clden days one
wae able to distinguish e Kuki from other tribals of the
regions they occupled, and even mado the differentiation

among the n themselves cesier as their drosses

diffored slightly here and there. But with the coming of
piosionaries with thelr religion and education the Kuki 1ife,
and for that mattor those of other tribals began to change
gradually. Today, though recognisable from the physiesl
staturo to a certein extent, o Xuki moy not be differentiated
casily from others in droess alones Evory youth prefers o
attire himself in the latest &‘aéhwn of tho world than the
primitive mont*s ocutdated and outfashioned costumes. Mention
may bes msde that, "tho &tem and pattern of the dress of the
tribal poople though sultable %o thedir climatic conditions,
sconomie system and cultural ﬁatt@m are undergoing & process

15, Bteoeward orth Cachar, Dps24.
165 1Ibide, De2de |
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of radical change®,? and, as mentioned above, ®the educated
young men and women have nearly rejected the dress of tholr
ancestors®, 18 In going for the Buropean dress oven with
latest modifications, "they look smart and assuring®, 19
although, "the materials and fﬁ.ﬁt&nga needes for the same

are mostly tmported®?’; and therevy, is bound to impatr
thelr cconomy®. 21

However, in the midst of this fast changing world of
fashion and other dovelopments, the Kukis and othey E:i.bais
have, of late, mwna mnse&ms of their past and there have
sprung up cultursl revivelists ‘who are keen on the past
culture and tradition of their tribes, and who also fear
the ultimate loss of their culture, tradition and customs,.
The cutcome iz thot although the traﬁitimﬁa& dresses are

not worn all the time, they are worn on functions connected
| w;th ‘the traditional festivals by those performing the
dances (as on 'Chavang mﬁ* which literally means *Autumn
Pestival' and which 18 Qeclared as a pm';im mxiday by the
state Govee in Manipur and £ixed on st November every year),

17. Roy, Js History of Manipur, Celeutts, 1958,
Qﬁ_“lgﬁw

18, Ibid., Pp.154=95,
19, Ibide, PPe194-«D5e
20«  Ibide, PPe10495,
21,  Ibide, DD 19495,
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ond at times by all mrﬁﬁm‘tﬁ in the function,
2. HOUSES AND VILUAGES

In choosing & aiae for o hbz;se angd its construction,
although not compulsory, curiocus persons liked thelr dreams
to be interpreted and would par%;m varicias acts o seg if
the siﬁa chosen for the hause and the village was healthy or
with bad cmense |

The tribe being nomadic by naturé and backvard, the
construction of housee to last them ages was not thoughtof,
nor yractw@ in any case. Though aimpm in appearame; the
houees were built m such a way that the inside and outside
of the completed house had vmsﬁafemm aignificént PULpOSess
Being settled in the hills, the ground was &imﬁ of all
levelled or flattencd for the construction. Bofore this
nowledge came into beiné, houses Qare mgtmcmd witémut
£lattening - that 1s, while the “h@um roste some 3 feat off

the ground on the uphill side it is perhaps 15 end 20 fect
” (damnding on the slops) off the ground end supported by lczng
posts on the ﬁmh&n sma";zzv The muses usualliy ccnsiatéd
of three parts = the front vorandsh, the maln and in
seme & smedl closet s:art&timeza ogf at the far end {*Pin Dan'},
and a hack vemnﬁah (*Rem ¢hol®)s But generally speaking,
TH-172.3

22, Carey, B. Bortram and Tuck, HeNe Ope Cite, 5e177
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aopeeially in very olden tm»a; ‘Quit houses haﬁ a verandah
in the f£ront mr&ieﬂ one mz.f to the door of the house ralsed
on the level of the £loor in the house and the right side of
the romaining half without any p&émw for keeping mortar
uyaed in husking paddy. 7The inside portion of the house wes
of "usually one room only, which sorved the family both as
living end sleeping apartment® > and the houses of the Ruki
' ChinwLushsi (izo) race were conventionally cne-storeyed with
no windows or chimneys and the somoke esceped as it can®, 2%
The average house used to be 20 foot wide and 40 feet liong;
but in Chin mzza; it is said that wollwto-do Rukis sometines
built houses 20 £t high, 50 to 200 £t long end 30 ft broads
In othor wonds, the size of the house depended on the position
- and affluence of the owners For imstance, the chief's house
neoded to be bigger than those of others as village meetings,
fostivals, etc. were mostly held in his house {this is prace
tised even today)s |

The houses looked simple but uoually took three or more
years to be satisfactorily compleoted because of the lerge
amount of materials used and also the “poles and planks had
to be felled and dragged some miles to the village afrer
they were properly vaeasmtsd“.??’ For planks, trees were felled

23, Davis, A.e Gazetteer of the North Lushsi Hills,
Shilleng, 1894, P.fe

24, Corey, 5. Pertram and Tuck, Helle oOps Cite, psli7.
25, Ibid,, @017815



23

and «épl.itted into two and after shapling them by trimming with
the ‘Daot' or the axe ("after the tree is spiit into two the
axe=hoad was taken out of the handle and replaced with the
faco at right-angles to the handle and wes thus transforped
into an adas“hzs and brought apnd stored in the village with
the help of friends and relatives if the mubor of planks

and ocher materials for the planned house wern manys Usually,
the owner offersd 'Jut (formented rice beer) to his companicns
on reaching homs. Howaver, &n the construction of a Chief's
ﬁmsm all the villegers halped him in cotting, transporting,
and building the house wﬁ.f;hwt; any cost apd grievances. The
walls were made of “banboo metting® ' and the roof was thatched
either with “cane leavas”gs or grasses or with leaves of
other plants available in the region and considered bost to
suit the purpose, and these were tied with splitted and
ﬂatmmd bambooss The ridges of the iaauae& were '“pm,uel'
with the £loors, ond the pitch of the roof was low®, <>
Basides planks, ”syiﬁ.ttai and plaited bamboos? C were slso
wsed for the floors On the front wall of the house, skulls
of animals killed by the owner of the house and his ancestors

26,  Ibides Pall9s

27« Davio, Adle Ope Citss Pslle
28y Ibide, DeBs

2%¢ Ibids, Debs _
30. tc Call, A«Ge OD» Cite, Del67.
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wers hung or exhibited and from this an cutsider would easily
imow the different games found in the area, Human heads
brought from battles were never brought insﬁa the village,
and in‘ Seuthorn Chin Hills of mm,m haads of even tigers
.and panthers were not allowed to be included in the collection
though sllowed in | the imhem chin Hilig,

Immediately after emtering a FKuki house, one would meet
with darkness as there were no windows and ﬂhiﬁ,‘dar}meaa of
houses was explained in some Rikd villages as, Mﬂd enteors
the samé epertures &8 light and that they prefer Wami:& and
darkness to light apd wmaw?"; while, ’scmée be&iéveﬁ that when
even "with only one entrance to thelr houses they £ind it
ima&ib&ev to keep out thieves, if they had more openings
into the house they would have no pzépfemy left at all%, 32
In the ‘umng-—r@cﬁn cum bed-room, thore was usually one hearth,
maﬁta of "ma about 6 to 9 inches deop and 3 feet square® >
rasting on the plalted beuboo £iloor Qi- the woodon plank floor.
In the middle of the ‘hearth, are “z;hmé stonas of conlcal
shape placed slanting inwards s0 as t0 hold the utenslils for

cooking, and the fire is placed botween tho at@ma\a”. 4 and
| three plenks hold the mud or clay on the 3 sides away from

31. Carey, S. Bortram & Tuck, HeNe Ope Cits, DPs178.
32+ IYoide, DPeiT6. |

334 m;gz, wWilldam Hotos on Thadou Kukis, Caloutta, 1929,
. Petils .

34 Ibide, Pdaﬁg



25

the walls 'Above this main hearth of the family are hung 2
%o 3 myég% of platforms or racks, of which, the £irst or the
- lowest &q’yaz‘ gerve as the drying place for poddy to be pounded
the nczt% smorning by the wenen of the family (generaliy, pa;:iay
was mm. for a day or twols auﬁ:ﬁ.cmr*e::;); The other two
layax. '( are used for storing other things like baskets contalns
ing/dried mest and others, In the loweot layer, above the
fi ana below the drying paddy are dried meat plerced through
3 \_nes of trimwed bemboo sticks or smallepointed iron rode
. m goms wama@méa familicos, there were often owre than one

lesither of plenks or bamboos and this bed was mainly "reserved

1:@:’ the parento®, 36 while the imm@xriad girls and children

Woed the othcr remeining bed in the partitioned portion (1€

éﬁhe house happened €0 have a partitionsed rocm) or placed in

,the seme rooms The bachelors or young men, as will be secn

f later, slept in the *SBaum' which was vory similar to the

'zZawibuk' -~ "bachelors' hall® or dormitory of the Lushals

i (mizos)s though in the formor, bachelors used to sleep
throughout the year (often in groups) st a chosen girl's

35, Davisy AsWe Ops Citae, p;B.

36. Shokespearc, J» The lushaj=Kuki Clans, Part I, London,
19 1‘?: Dedds
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house, all the bachalors of a village or locality used to
gather at & house built mainly £or the parpose in the contre
of the village or in front of the Chief's house in the latter.

vIn the middle of the houses of the RikieChin race,
thore is o phinth or wooden post of the house celled 'sut
'?mn:_g* (pronounced as Y500t m‘m:g"h memwz: any anhﬁal
other than the mithun érm w 'm uémd for sacrifimg, 4t was
killed there with some *Jantra mantras's HolloweBamboo tubes
used in keeping woter were put on one corner beside the door,
and ususlly on the other corner was stored paﬁciy ina’
' ”c:i;ﬁf;euxar bharboo bin, a 'As stated, & hmse‘namlly had
two doors = the front door or the ontronce end the backdoor.
In the backdcor was a baleony as the pletform in £ront of
‘the house (please see bolow)s This was used more by tho
women than men and vas used majinly for "weoving or performing
cheir toilet®, 36 Tho houses being ralsed, the undernesth of
the £loor was used for the “pig and cattie pen">® and the
' disgusting smell and unhyglenic condition a house would have
bore could be well imagincd,

In tho lower sido of the front of the house {8 court
lodollied from the sido of the hill) was & "raised platforn

_37@ m}lﬁag PDe2bs
30, Caroys S. Bercram & Tuck, Helle OPs Cits, p.i78.
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rfram 20 tc ms faet in length®, 40 supported by long posts
.Mke tm, damarii side of the houses Here, "men congregate
| af m t.hé svening or at any tims to discuss any village
2"* ana to #sit, loll about and drink
-'wha:n they vere not busy, and by the women to weawa on in warm
%% 20 prevent children and drunks from falling, the
'dwmar& side of the platfomn {which usnaily ,.,t;amie 10 to
'29 fﬁt) was ralloed, 'rkmngh not compulsory, the chiefls house
a/vﬁei those of the welletowdos had their houses palisaded by
/éiam:s rcmghly ahoped £rom iogs, tied tageftmsx with split

/ tzana or bamboo called 'Hang* (pronounced as Reang) to keep

1 pautim or dispute

waathm'

%;m:m in gs@sitian and were supported by wopdeon posts at intare
{ va&&. - This was neinly to kesp away the mithuns not belonging
%7:-@ him, vHouses did not last lmigejr than 10 to 20 years, &nd
§$amaﬁ1mea a very short time when the whole villagse moved to

~@ncther place for some roasonts

| According to the unwritten customary law of the tribe,
';:t‘hem wos no joint family system, and as such, sons, excepting
the eldest Iwm was to inharic the family property) were to
" baiid a new bwse for themselves after 3 years of marriaga.
| when ony Eaaldy desired to shift to another vilisge £or any
| reaoon, he sought thoe permission of his village Chief (Hause).
40, Ibids, Ps1T7s

41 Shaw, Wilidam Ops: cites DeB3s

42« Caroy; S. Bertram & Tuck, HeNs Ops Cltse Ds177.
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Upto the outbroak of World War I3, a RKuki family was not
allowed to brosk down and transport any part of his house
afver the *Thul* (Thool -« a bankoo or cane plaited basket or
box with four short legs about welve inches square at the
boteom, widening till the mouth in which 15 a circle with a
diocmeotsy of about 30 inches and g conical lid owped by every
Ruki %m&iy for storing valugble articles in the house) had
 finally been takon out with his belongings inside £rom hﬁg
houso, and he could not clatm his house any more nor ahything
left in it, | |

 illagoss

in apmarant:é@ a Kuki villege can be easily mistaken for
any other tribe's of the KukieChineMizo races The Kukis (and
othor tribes of the race) “were very particalar about their
gélace of residence, and considereble thought Qas spent on the
subject of the village site®, %3 1In choosing a village, besides
- taking into conslderation the defensive position or advantages
it would hold, the supply of water, the proximity of the £ields,
gatiing of morning sunlight, and othor beliefs, the Kukis also
porformed tests in meny forms to satisfy themselves that the
chogen pite did not hold any es}il omen. Some interproted their
dreams when constructing houses and osteblishing villeges.
Along with this, "the elders would sieep the night at the site,

@Ec Mes Calip mGB @?i Qit&‘ Fﬁlﬁﬁo
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taking with them & cocke. I£ it did not crow like & goxd
lusty cock should one hour before dawn, it was taken as a
bad omen®¥® Anothor method believed and practiced was with
an egg. In this, "2 small bit of the aﬁen wae removaed at
ono end and the egg was then placed on three sticka under
whdch a2 small £ire was idghtods If the agg bursted or ovors
flowed then it vas bad, but 1f the iiguid came out and
congealed on top like a cap and none of it trickled down to
the sticks holding up tho e£gg or t0 the ground then it was
"8 good oman and' a village was emamizmm“ﬁs In éﬁ&ltim
to these, water wss also used. A small hole about the size
. of a dinner plate and about § inches decp would be dug. This
was lined with any kind of leeves and then woter poured in
quicily to €111 the hole, After the pouring, 1f the water
went round clockwise it was bad but 1€ antieclockwise it
wag good, When any of these tests was performed and the
result satisfying to the elders, a village was often formed
- without eny £ixed number of houses ranging from 5 or 10 to
50, 60, and even more. As will be doalt with later (on the
powers and functions of a Chief), the formation of a new
villiege vae olwiously for patty roeasons like the desire of
a man to be an ﬁndemndent Chicf, the rise of an aggressive
neighbouring Chicf (who usually cmbarrassed tfae weaker chiefs

4‘&) Ih,idﬁa P 155;
45, GShaw, HLl1iam Ops Cites, PeBis
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by spreading his dominion), end for unfvoidable catastrophes
11ke the spresd of epidemics and bad harvest {even one year's
£ailure of harvest waa fqulte enmgh to break up a large
village®),*®

In most of the villages, at the cutshkirt was a gateelike
thing =alled *Davng/Hong* and usaelly there were two e- one
at the main entrance 't.-a the :xrﬂlaéa and tm aﬁﬁw' on tl'xe way
to the £lelds, “The two werc often c@n@e@tﬁd by Eamirgs of
wooden logs called ‘sielthaw/seltho! (Selmzﬁﬂm thomfencing)
and at these two gates wore posted watchnen ming the spread
- of eopidemic diseases in other gams and thoreby not anw&ng
any person coming fmm the direction or region where the
- epidermdc was, and E;entzx‘&as wore alse posted during war. | Even
poreons coming £rom the safe directions during the spresd of
epidenics were €irst identified end sprinkied with a mixture
~ ©f water and other medicinal plants of the jungle after
utteﬂng some moke~believe magic words ibeliméd to be able
to protoct any harmfui gorms). Strangers cmnmg £rom the
direction where the dicenses spread would be supplied food
and other requirements though not allowed €5 enter the village.
In some villages, houses faced each other with & road forming
the village streot in the middie, while in others, houses vere
Scattored end butlt independently without Gistinction of

- .

&6. m?‘é‘ﬁ‘ Aulie Ope Cite; pallds
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position and affluence, Bufficient spoce was also left to
serve a4s & public road from one house Or coppound to another,
The distance of villages was usually not far and often not
more thaon "fifteen miles apart”a:@?

Though the villages asppeared simple and often of mky
few houses, they were “pot always named at hagm;-.aam%% and
this practice vas common 0 the whole Huki«Chin-Mizo racco.

The viileges were named according to the Geographical
situation of the iand, in remébrance of & member of a clan,
the name of the lfamr villages from which shifted, and so
ong cos Molpli GolV=a hill, ¥pitelarge, ises, the village

on the big h&ll}“;@ In short, funny as it may sound to 8
stranger not knowing the language, the names of villagos are
symbolical or meapingful to the tribe and othors understanding
tho languages These villages wore self conteined units and
ruled by.. " s hereditary Chiefs, exercising political control
over large areas and recognised as "lords of the seil®,
receiving tribute from the villegors ond enjoying the pleni

A 50
potentiary poserse

Bach village dbedng an indopendent unit, the governmont
of the village was in the hande of the Chief and he was slways

47 M Call, AdGe ©ODe Cits, De30s

48y Coroys S« Bortram & Tuck, Helle Ops Clts, D178,
49, 1bid,, pel76.

50 Encyclopof@dia Britennica, voll5, Paf3s



a member of one or other of the royal familiess The pover
of the chief, though unlimited in theory, was in practice
limited by the right that any and all of his free subjects
péaaﬁss {of transforring thelr sllegionce to any other chief,
should they betome dissatisfied with the rule of the Chief
in vhose village 'tﬁhey wore livingle A chieffs subject pays
him tribute in the shape of some 'bengs' (baskets esch about
20 Kgs) of paddy & house a years They also build his house,
and cut, but do not cultivete, his jhumss A chief wvas further
entitled to one tusk of every elephant killed by his subjects,
and to a postion of the flesh of every animsl killed in the
chases The Chief was, in fact, the father of his poople,
and his house was; to quote £rom om‘ of Mr. Mc Cabe's dieries,
Y u5 pefuge for the penniless and insane, 50 it may be described
as a combination of orphansge, refuge, lunatic ssylum, ssloon
and council hall®,3}

As conld be known by now from the fow descriptions of
the Xukis in the earlier chapter, the tribs, togothor with
its Kaki~Chine!izo brothers, were nomadic and for this partie

52 Purniture ‘
owned by ¢ famlly wes simdlar to another families of the

culor roason they did not have much furniture.

51« Davig, A.We Ops Clie, Deile
52« Shakespear, J« Ope Clte, D.26,
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wilisge, other villages, aml throughout the villages of the
race. It was only in the esrly psrt a&vﬁm&a century that
the use of mdern furniture came to be known h?'th@m, Bafore
that, “a fe@ cooking pots, some gourds and a basket or o
made the total of the yzagerty“,ﬁa and as aua&;-pazaessian
of furniture as needed Or required wes out of the questions
However, inspite of these ahacgea@&ngs, furniture in limited
form and guantity were found, They weres some wooden plate
ters, 8 feuw éazthenwaxe like ricowbeer pots or *Zubel' (Zue
f@rmﬁnted.gima‘h&erb Balmpot - generally strengthened bw
plaited cane advérings to make it last 1ongar)¢ brass poto
in very fow houses, ammgamants of agxiculturﬁa works, and
many different kinds of baskets, in which “valusble or

4% ang uséﬁ for different
Qiﬁtimg ricé; *maaaukes of

perish&bi@.arbiclﬁs wors preserved
purposes like holding gxa&n*SB

quaatiﬁy“.ss and for mony Jdifferent uses.

Togother with those, bamboo tubes (YTulthei', Tit=woter,
Theimcontainer) for carrying and storing water, earthenware
eooking pots and barmboo spoons called 'Khe' or Gokhe (Gon
pamboo, Kheespoon) bow and arrow (and gun in the house of

93, ﬁhﬂw; Willdam oOps cite, ys84;
54, Shakespeare, J¢ Ops Cit#g_meSa
55, < Ibide, Pa2Te '

| 56s 1Ibide, peld7s
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those who could afford and skilled in using), gongs, a string
of cane {or a bamboo was hung in & corner for hanging clothes),
and some other ftems were alse kept and used in the houses.
Yooden plates wore shaped or cut from big woods and hed a
stand shaped €rom within itself of the sama log, and were
used for laying food., In short, as they were of nomadie
natore, furniture and utensils needed most were kept .or used,
and no thought of beasutifying the house nor preserving more
utensils for use was taken inte considerationy and t:mfaxé.
the otate of living in those deys was always temporary in
naturo.

4. FQOD AND DRINK
The foods taken by the Kukis varied from region to raéion,
and this shoss that they adapted themselves to the food |
procurable in the place of abmié. Apart from riece {consideres
to be the staple food of the Kakis in tanipur), the Kukis of
Chin Hills 4n Burma (and for that matter the whole Kuki«Chine
Mizo race) often took millet ond was taken to be the staple
food theres In addition to those, malize; pulses, Indlanecorn,
Jangle roots or horbs, ysms and sweet-potatoes {(often mixed
with beans) m& teken as food, and pumpkin , cabbage, onion,
brinjai, yam, cucumber, creeper boans, ginger, arum, bamboo
shoots, erd many jungle herbs amd leaves, %provided tho mein
aids 0 & staple diot of rice or maice, none of which was
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taken in the ground fam%sv Fruilts like Bonana, Papayad,
Guava, Mangs, varicus wild plums, Mulberries, Plgs, and the
nutty frults of the jungle wore also takens Though grain

- was their staple food, flesh or moet was taken when feasting
and after a hunting game, hen mest was in supor abundance
Batyrips df flesh were brotied over the f£ire, and wore thus
pmaexved“saf and roasting as well as £rying was not known
or practised by anyone, Whether meat or esresl was cooked,
it was done by boiling ("the only form of cooking widely

- used®} 8¢9 and often two scparste pots wors not used but cooked
in the same pot {bat this practice fas faded about a century
ago, and since thén Kukis have practised cooking different
ingredients in different pots according to taste}. Three
regular meals, at Sunrise (morping), noon, snd Sunset were
taken though the items in all did not vary mich from cooked
rice with boiled vegotables (with Sslt, Chillies, occasicnally
ginger and turmerie, and sometimes with either dried or fresh
moat and fish)e In earlier times, £ood was sorved on leaves,
then on 'Godal’ {mnnawing fan), and since the last one and
a half century, on wooden platters {sheped or trimmed of wood
with stonds below, also shaped £rom the same log), and the
curry served was cither put in o dish and placed in the

57 Mo ‘Oﬁllp heBas Ops Clte, PelBs,
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centra of this plate or just poured dowm in the centre of the
plates At meal time, all the family menbers used to sit
around the food served end satisfied themselves with the
content groedily. Guests wore not served separately and
had> to make themselves at heme as much as possible, failing
which, a day or & night of half-filled stomach was to make

thom regret, Howaver, maternal uncles or maternel relations
were to observe the unwritten conventional customary lav by
not taking meat in the houses of nephows or sonseinwlaw
{they were nevertholess allmm o take any éthéz kind. of
vegetables inside the house of these mentioned, and had to
eat cutside the house {at the varantgah) if they so desired
0 enjoy or taste the moat cooked thero).

Whenever & plg was Xilled, it was killed in a repulsive
mnaam: It was lald on its side and & bamboo skoawer, taken
from the hair of & man, or a wooden spike, was driven through
its eide and intc the heart, which was then stirred about,
and the pilg would die without losing & drop of blood. The
blood was then carefully collected and cooked as blood
saumées; After t.ha animal {pig, dog, and any other emall
animals) was killed it was invariaebly impalod with & pole,
which passes through the body out of the mouth and the snimal
on the contre of the pole was held by two men at either end
over a burning £ire, -

Sout o ‘' (fermented rico beer) "was served when
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celobrating the arrival of successful hunting expeditions,.
harvest festivals, and return of & g@ad' friend from 3 iong

jm&y“w

and consumad ipn larger quantities on the occasion
of "funoral ceremonies amd other events when feasts wers
mm".“ To the Kukils, a feast meant "a drinking bout
sometimes of many days? dmman“,% and feasts or drinking
Za took place mostly a8t births and marriasges, deathas and
sacrifices, the payment of debts, the courting of swest
hearts, the making of agreemont, the slaughber of cnemies,
the shooting of a deer and other animals, But it may be
poted that though Zu was used ;i.n all these, the stvle or
nature of the feasts and the quantity of liquor to be consumed
varied according to the importance of the occasion (viz.,
only & pot of Zu at welcoming o visitor, while, a1l the
villagers and chiefs of tho nelghbouring vulages vers 0
agssenble and drink Zu for some days and thereby drown their
sorrows in intoxication at the doath of a chief), In other
words,; Vno ceremony or feasst could be performed without Zue
Zu was prepared from riee, verious millets, Indiancorn oOr
sccording to the staple crop of the region, and pmpamﬂ by
fernenting the grain to be useds The grain or crop was

T
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dampened, pocked 4n a long and narrow jar or in several
layoers of leaves afiter vdding ‘a::hél’ {alcohol?) and thereby
causadto ferwment. After keeping in this condition for
about 30 days (or more if 8 superior or better quality of
heer is mmwzﬂi}, zhe Sermented grain was put in an empt:y
earthen jor and well sweaaed ém with & m paaainq
through the middle a:&m@at to the bottom (anﬁ lcft am::e
ready fm:' sucking) ? wamr muld then be £illed and tho mouth
of the jaz: closed with leaves, and after almwing the pot's
content to soak for some finutes, the mich wanted Zu would
be ready for consumption. 2u was generslly sucked through
banboo reed or pipe in turns of senlority or preferenco of
the host {though the principsl guests were osmmonly served
£irst), or drunk after drawing out the Zu from the pot with
the help of *Down Kai' ("an inverted V shaped joint of bee
wax or motal and which acts, when sucked with the 1lips until
the sctreom commences to flow as syphon®).®? Another type
Of *Zu' taken was called Yo kha'! (very intoxicating with a

- bitter and ropulsive flavour), and it used to be praepared by
bolling fermented 2u or grains in a pots A bent tube would
be inserted inside the pot and £irmly sealed, and after much
beating of the fire a strong spirit runs off from the pot
through the tube, and the little drops mf spirit are collected

63 1bid., e 184,
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in a vessel or bottle and ready for uses. This liquor wao

not taken often ae the px«ecium&m waod €0 be slovw and conosumed
mach grain than the “Zupi® or Zuting® (the former Zu) imspite

of its little production, and was often made “@nxy on specisl

aﬁcasima”s%

After consuming largs quantity éf 2, they often got
drunk to the extent of not romenbering for how many nights
they had bocn feasting and drinking, not to mention the
ignorapnce of bruises reeccived in the fights. These brutal

actions and incidents of the drunk clearly justified the
rocognised rale of the Kuki«Chin race ~ "Ho act of & man is

a crime whep drunk,. The importonce of 2u to the Kuki tribo
and other tribes of Manipur (and other maﬁaﬁ} can thorefore
be imagined and understocd. YThe traditional importance of
Zu, however, has faded with the Mng of Christianity, vwhish
- forbid {the protestont Christians) drinking of Zu in any form
and manners It is now substituted by tes, coffesn, and other
beversges available in the market,

5. DOMESTIC ANIMALS
The domesticated animals of the Kakie and their fellow

tribes consisted of Mithums (*Bos Frontalis!), pigs., goats,
dogs, cats, fouwls, and only of lote, cows and buffalons.

i
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Before the resring of buffaloes, all the other domestie
animals were kept miinly for moat and secrifices and were
sneither milked nor ueed for traction®.°> Of all these
‘anim:&a; fzfm mithun was mainly used as the pacrificial
animal and considered® a symbol of woalth and prestigev,®®
while pigs were considered the grestest delicscy as £ood
{ofren, & plg would be killed as the bighest compliment
for entertaining & guest). Pigs were fod with species of
arum and husks boiled together, and alsc used as the

“ secavengors of the vi‘ilag%; When male pigs resched 3 to 6
months, ﬁ%y wéré castrated and for some obsoure reasons,
apto £4ll patural size, Goats and
fowle (not fed but allowed to graze in the jungles and
compounda) were also taken to be as delicious as yi»;;s and
mithunss But though theore was no restriction to taking dog
meat, it was not generally preferred to the other ones, and

never sllowed o grow

w@m in particulor disliked the taste as well oz the idea
of mkﬁwng it However, dogs wm reared for Yhunting and
trade to the mgaa'ﬁ? who "ere very fond of dogts ﬁmsh“as
and "z good trade existed in this line between the Kakis and

68y Enmlapmﬁia mm%cm voleSs Pe55s
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Nagaa“w_ and were also used in sacrifices. Dogs reaved from
the early time to this day ere of ordinsry pariah dog typo
and the wild long halired bushy-tailed dog.

Az rogards wmeasuring the size of plgs they used and
still use "a pieca of cane or cmaper%m which is passed
round the body imuedliately behind the fore legs, and the
wanted size is known by folding the whole length of the tape
or crecper onee or making it into two eé;aal paxta and thore=
after measuring the folded ta;ﬁe by the iiata or *Tuh* (Folded
Fist)s Tho number of *tuh' measured acoounts for the actual
size of the pig measured, This practim is common to all
the Ruki-Chin-Mizo race upto this days However, all the
animals reared or trepped are not measured in th:i.s' ways Unlike
the maémnt of pigs, m&t&ma were and are still Msum&
and valued on the length of the horns, #htl@ other snimals
are judged and the price fixed from its cutward appoarances
*1em* (the full length of horizontally stretched hands,
pronounced as ‘Laam') was used in measuring the length of
bigger animals Eogether with *Tong' (length Erom fmm tip
to elbow of hand)s | |

G MALI OCCUPATIONS

The main oocupaticons of ‘the Kakis were agriculture,

694 ihidigv p»Sﬁ;
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£ishing and bunting, for a CGmIOn mans while, some gifted
persons were given to blacksmithy, woolden works ¢o & 1limited

oo and cane works, and weaving for women.

z‘im othzr tribsls of Manipur and Assam. Ruki economy
is mainly based on agriculturce till today, ;-g is just recontly
that terrace cultivation 4n the plains was practiced and
adopted by tham. Prior to this, jhuming {(shifting cultivation)
was the only moethod of z:nltimﬁbn pfactimd iay im«:a vmkia and
8il the tribals of Manipur and Burms., In this, lend was
cultivated in rotation of areas end aususlly teook from 5 €0
10 years for more i£ che land belonging to the village was
blg enough for cuitivetion dueing that period) to roturn w
the ares thoy had cultivated eariler, which by then reverted
o8 it was whon figst fhumed. In the primitive days, the land
was worked by polnted sticks and bones of snimalss but aineo
3«4 centuries, the Xukis hevo used hoes menufactured by the
- wvillage maﬂzém%m Thoe malin ¢rops grown in the Jhoons wore
ries, millet, mailge, pulses, corng, and other vegetables as
wall asz frults as they 40 not usaally have separate gardens
for separate crops. Cotton was slse grown in the fields (grown
st the same place where peddy was sounl.

In Jhoom cultivatien, hill slopes ave cultivated from
top Lo bottom with vax*z,atmﬁs of hoight and various unavoldablo
stages are u?ﬁargmm The flrst stage stacrts with the cutting
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down of trees and others that grow about in the selected site
for cultivation -ﬁuﬂim mewamhet and January. and barnt aftor
leteing the cut trees dry (usually during the end of Moreh

to the beginning of May). The next stages comprises of the
sowing of seeds, weoding of plants (done whenever regquired),
ami £inally the h&wwt; The main crop is resped between
the 15th Novenber and 15th December, widle othar vegetable
plants ond cash Ccrops are taken vam:’i recped when ripe. After
harvest, poddy was kept in the field vhere & small house
cslled ‘Iou Buh' (Lousfield, Buhshut) had been constructed
sfter the burning @f the £ield in the beginning of the work,
and if the field was quite far a store house was built in
the halfway, and from there f£inally carried home at fixed
days (whon all the villagers would carry home their respective
paddy from their respective fields or 'lou buhs'). raddy,
millet and pulses werc carried by baskets celled *Beng'
(conical shaped basket with a dismeter of about 24 inches

at its mouth and asbout 26 inches long able ¢o hold 20«25 kys
of paddy), and ‘Tumbu’ (a folded-blanket container). In "the
Chin Hills', the writors Carey Se Hertram epd Helle Tuck
record that, "The carrying cespacity of the chln equals that
of the Blutis and is superior to thet of tho Gurkha in as
-much as he 45 fastars It is not uncommon to £ind a man
carrying 180 ibs. for a 12 mile stage, and such a load as

60 lbs. oppears hardly o affect tho ordinary pace of the
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carrior, who will march 20 miles in the day.

. "rhe Chins and the Southoarn Kukis of Manipur béing the
same raee, living in the seme class of country and undor the
geme conditions, are, &s to be expeéted, oqually good |
garriersy but for short distances neither are as fast as
the most satisfactory of sll the foredgn coolies who have
worked in the Chin Hills, the Tunkale

“The Chin man'*s method of mmg is on the back, tho
lcad being attachod to & wooden yoke which fits on the back
of the meck and the strain relieved by o band which passes
through the onds of the yol and round the brow of the head,
The wonon inverisbly carry thelr losads in large bambaa cana
baskets which gest against the shoulder blasdes and which are
supported by & Wbam%ﬁ The quantity of paddy reapod
are measured {dotermined) now a days by the Manipuri system
of 'Songphait (& iat-g@ bagket which could hold £rom 38 kys
te 42 Kgs) in same areas; while in some by the traditional
woys In the traditional way of mensuring, ths quantity of
paddy produced are measured by the number of loads cerried
to tho 'loubub’ for storing end o load is “about SO lbs®, ®
In the sarider days, the quantity of unhusked paddy wes also
maasured by the “hﬁigﬁt of his hand or hoe or axe held

71, Careys 5. Bertram & Tuck, Helle Ope Cite; DPe166s
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up“73 for lesser gquantities (aﬁter‘piltng the rice in a
conical heap). Agriculture means the cultivation of rice
or msize to them from the early days to thavpraaeat BTG
The cultivation of rice also forms the mein cccupation of
all the villagers and had stood from time immemorial to be
the~en1y source of food and ec@ﬁomyg Durinyg the season oOf
cultivation, overy villager does not £ind much leisurcas
the process of Jhooming needs the right mepusl at the right
time, and very often, young boys and girls “would join
together in‘maxparata‘lahgurﬂvi called *Loawn® and go to the
fields of its *lawm® members in rotation.

(b) Mapufacturess

Almost every article used by & Kuki was menufactured in
the village and things beyond the manufacturing knowledge of
the village manufacturers wmra seldom useds Upto this day,
the Kukis and their brothers of the %&kﬁnﬁhinfmiz@ race have
not advanced much in the field of manufecturing, Though
1itele improvement has taker in their way of living and
other aspects rocently, much has not changed from ﬁhe formex
years in their domestic life. In manufacturing, they did not
have4any i&ea beycﬁd waaving, blacksmithy, boaboo and cane
works and a little carpentry, and the mamafactured goode

73s Ibides DulBEs
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found little or no demand in the plains, Therefors, cvery
good manufactured was for his own requirements, |

The iraﬁ&ganms looms used by il t;m Raki-Chin-ien are
‘of the same style and used in the same manners The wavp L8
bound over & £ixed beam of wood or bamboo, and tho other end
is tightened by the weaver woaring, round the hollow of her
back, a leather styap iz attached to the other end of the
ioom. The weaver sits between this leather and tha »x.em;,
adjusting hor position to suit the warp length, or in other
words stretches the threeds to the requisite degree of
.tighmaasg | the woof is passed through by means of prepared
spindles, and is battened firmly down by the use of a smooth,

and cmﬂpammvew welghty, blade of poliched wood, usually
75 '

of Sago p&lm"'» The loom appoars €0 be quite easy for
handling, but "congidercble practice is n&c@ssaty to ensury
oguality in dimencions and mmlarity of design*g% The
cotton used in weaving was p:_mnteﬁ in the £fields togather
with paddy and collected when ripm After thoroughly drying,
it was cloaned 'm a home méie; gine The ¢gin consistScof a frame
holding two wooden rollers, one end Of cach being carved for

6 few inches of its length ints a scre, out ax:v hollowed in

- 78e NG Colly A8, ODe Clte, D183,
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the @m&iw way to the other, =0 that when the handle is
turned the rollers move in opposite directions, and the cotton
is drawn botween them, with the seeds left behind. The cotton
is chon worked by hand into rolls of few inches long and

spun into the rod of a2 sploning wheel. When the spindle io
ewisted sharply, cotton is' drawn into & thresd by ies own
weight, The thread thus abi:aineﬁ, is‘ wetéad and hu:xg in
loops of 3 to 4 feet long over a horizontsl ber and in the
loops are put heavy bars to suspend it and dry it.

All the clothes ranging from dresses of h@tﬁ men and
women to the blankets used by the family mombers were woven
in this way by the womene In weaving thick blankets like
"Phoipit uncplun cotton was woven in between thé threads
of the blanket, and this thick but soft blanket gave much
warmth in the winter season. Coats and shirts were sometimes
stitched by the men, though mainly left to women. Weaving
was an art supposed to be magterced by every woman, and when
a woman did not master it Or was ignorant of the art, she
often lacked male suitors éxeem&mg me rzmiw men or the
widowers who often weré on the look out for a 'nw bri&e.w
Males did not weave at all even 4f some could, but tho males
were responsible for making the tools for the looms. The
dasdgns of clothes woven were simply of plein or without any

77« &5 rolated to me by old people.
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designs in the esrlier times, but these days, many symbolic
designs have been woven. Some of the éésim@ wmen' today

ars = Saipikhup (Seipie=elephant, Xhupsinoce). é’nangnm. |
Mangvem (Mang=edge, vomsblack) and Rhamtangs Tho Saipikhup
and Thangnang are ’m.aek in colour with its 6 to & 4nches
design in red, green, yellow and white colours woven 3 to

4 inches from the adges of the breadth. Mang Vom 1s white

in colour with a 2 to 4 inches design of black only woven also
on the edges as Salpikhup and Thangnang. Khamtang as mentioned
- in the women's dress, is black in colour with skill fully

woven design resembling the cucumber éeﬁﬁ&: in yellow colour
ranning through the whole length with & breadth of 2 to 3
&mhes. cach line 3 ©o 4 inches €rom both the edgaa.-_ Formerly,
the woven clothes were used by the family members and within
the village limit, but the woven clothes of many designs are
today sold to other places for ‘mney and have thereby given
indirect occupation to meny womens Dyeing was practiced in

a limited form, It was dome with the leaves of a strong
smelling plant Callef*Mos® (Strobilanthes flaceidifolia) for
black, and the roots of & plant mixed with "chang al tud®
{(water filtered through ash) for red. The leaveé were
powdered after plucking and put togethor with the spun threed
inside a dish or a hollow log, in thoe water for a fortnight {(for
@bmczk dying) ¢ and the thread was mizod with *‘changal tudf |
for the dyeing of red colour. Besides, white, black and red,
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po ‘etbegfoolowr was used by the Kukis in the earlier times.
But as can be imagined, thelir asrt of weaving zmd ayeing is
more limited as it was, today.

®) g

v and Coppontieryg

In every village, there used to be & villsge blacksmith
appointed by the village chiefs If the villege was big, two
or wore bleckemiths were appointed (depending on the numbar
of houses in the village)s The tools used by & village mmha
smith and s mechaniom wr@a&m&% The bollows consisted of
two bellow wooden cylinders in which pistons fringed with
foathers wege worked up apd down. The lower ends of the
oylinders were buried in the gmum. side by sm@, and £rom
tubes ptretoh | out and meat just behind a
stone through vhich was o holes then the charcoal-£ire wos

them two bamboo

Clighted in front of this stone and tho plotons worked, o very
gtrong current of wind wog ontained and this hept the chareoal
£ire burning for hoating t&m iron o be useds The wvillage
blackomith manufacturad and mmimﬁ the tools used in the
Jhuma 1ike the dao (o long knife), hoe and wospons of war
1ike spenrs, arrows, and even gun locks {though no remains

of guns patafactured are ovailasble)s Tho villagers poid ‘him a
fizod boashet of paddy annually £or his sepvice and he vas
regarded oo one of tho officials of the villagos Considering
the rough noture of the tools a village blacksmith usocl some



of them were “very skilliul mmn“ﬁa

In carpentry, escepting the carving or shaping of wooden
platters and other household £amime iike the simple foure
footed cot, ete,, thare wss no other specialised production
in the arts Carpsntry was thercfore praceically nii though
wooden ond stone works were practised only in the manufacture
of mainly household utensils,

Bess&éiéé agriéaltm@ this was the only art for men to
éhw their skill in the sﬁéiety, and in ong way the most
'bemﬁicd.al art practised, 1t was chiefly carried on by mon,
though very few women olso mastered the art {(but fower still
p:‘éetis&d §5 it was bez.m#ea that the husbard of a women
expert in barboo and cane works did pot usually live longl.
All the works in thia art wgwedone %}y barboo and cane lashings,
by plaiting and 'iﬂ}itting them in‘ sich a8 way that baskets of
vaﬂmxa sizas vanﬁ purposes were made. "The art reguired practice
and skill, and wos often moogteorsd by very few men in the whole
village, ut in some villages, almost overy male was able to
make baskets and othor goods for other purposes. Some of the
important woven products of bamboo and ¢ane works were baskets

of various shapes and sizes, and serving many different

T84 Davis, Ay Opes Cites Dele
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purposce like the 'Thul* (or ‘Thool') (please see page ),
Winnowing basket or £an called ‘Godel', etc. Unlike the
blacksmith, ths fow mafpenmrs or craftsmen available in
a village did not reoceive any form of tax or conpulsory paye
ments Thoy were, however, pald by any villager buyving his
goode.

(=) . '
Prom time immemoricl, hunting had been practiced by the
Rukis and their follow Kuki=Chineiizo brothers along with

other tribes, Before the use of gun was known to them, bow

and orrow vas useds but still esriior to that, the only form

of killing wild animals was by mans of differcnt types of
traps. Although “prowess in hunting hed religious sigpificance,
asd the slayer of much gamo wae believed to enjoy high rank

in cfter uﬂe&%?g hunting was done more £or fun and famo

than for obtaining the animalts meat for comnsumption, Tho
gdifforent types of traps used were for big and amall animals,
For bigzer animals liko tigerz, bears and the like, '"Polt

iz used (Pel, is & large £olling trep made of logs of wood
which fell on and crush the animal)e when this trap was laid,
& smelly plece of decompuned weat or a pig put inside a bosket

- was placed below the plotform of logs o attract the animal,
When the boast touches 1t, o relenses a triggcr and thus
causos the heavy placform of logs to £3ll and crush §t. Yor

79« Encyclopacdia Dritannico, Ops Cites D935,
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smaller gomes, lo3s of wood wore placed upright in the ground
paralliel to each other thus making o passage. Over the space
betwean those walls a large loy weighted with stones was hung
5o that when the animal pessed through tho passage it was
crasheds For small deesrs, wild pigs, sguirrels,; and such
small ani,mls, a stick was planted on the ground and pulled
down with a piece 63 string, .‘at the 2nd ©f which was 8 ﬁaomseg
When the game would pass over the noose it relesses the spring
and the animal would be held strangled in the air by the
noose, and at the same time whipped up by the string on the
peg which kept it down, In addition to these mentioned, the
Rukis also used the Yspringegun tmpa;‘,aa and the large pit
trapss Of the two, in the latter, large pits were dug with
sharp puinted bamboos placed f£irmly apright in them, so that
when the animal falls it was pinned. This kind of trap was
alzo used when driving any kind of game, Apart f£rom these,
when a vililage was much troubled by a tiger end thorodby ways
laying its livestock, & general hunt was ovdered. Guns would
ba borrowed £rom other villages and the animal traced doums
when found, the tiger or the hunted animal would be apprpached
by a shouting mob, and from this the tigexr would flee, after
conpletely tiring the tiger, 4t would bo killed. For killing
large games like Elephants, more bullets or thicker layers

8’5, Shavw, Williem [ ;3 ait&' 9&39:
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of gun Ypowder' wag put in their single barzel muszle loading
{sBML) ‘g‘una and caused to would his victim in such & place
that thoe beast would £ind it very psinful to move, and then
killad casilys For trapping birds traps were also laid and
LEgowgums woere aleo mwdf Mrs Wiilisn ',Shax;e has rightly
remarked that tha Kukis wore A“exmedingig expart in making
ali kinds of treps for amnimals, birds and fis‘h%m

A good hunter was born and not made., Gifted with the
art, o good huntor usually killed shout 200 to 300 or more
enimals m his iife timn, Among the apimalo ofigwigleg
animals which cat the raw m&t of other animals wave not
caten {(when killed, tho moat of enimals like tiger, lion,
Ptles WELD gﬁvsn. to the c:bimrm who took them with a wish |
to be }as strong as the animal taken in all the activities of
life), The skin and the teeth of the tiger were, however,
taken to be of great valuce Yhenever 8 man or & hunter Killed
an edible animal (esgs, Deer, Elephant, wild Mithun, wild
Boar, etCs) %sé wao bmnﬂ by the customary law @:E the rece to
observe ~ YSangawng Se' {giving of & pm‘tim of the neck to
the perents or elder bpothor of one's mother), and s foreleg
of the slain animal €0 the vﬁ.llagé chiaf, mlz‘-. in the case
of tiger, its toothias given in the place of its faxei.a&g and
for other wild animals {which eat raw flesh of other animals)

8le Ibides Pel16.
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the obsorvation of *Sangawng Se' and the giving of a foreleg
to the Chief xéas not practiced, 1In some villages, when an
animal vas slain and was too big for the mmmr to bring it
home elone, he would come to the village and sct off with the
othar villagers and bring it home. ®hile, in soms, the hunter
would gé back to carry only with h&s'm:mt:ives& but in both
the gystems, feasting on the night with YZu' and dencing

was & pecessitys Having slain a tiger or any» b&ggm:. games
the hunter was to perform a combined wor cry and a war dance
calleifHanla® and calledthe pames of hie ancestors end the
place | of their origln (this combined war cry and dazm&; 4e
also comuon to all tho KukieChine-Mizgo race), and 1f he could
afford, caiéﬁ:atas the *"sa 24" (a feast hosted by s hunter
for the commemoration of the number of blgger gsmes slained).
Environmental changes compel the tribals today to slowly give
| up hunting and the traditional system of trapping apimals has
‘ thinned out Iby and by with the acquirement of the knowledge
¢f hendling guns (the quns used for games in earlier time
warc the flintlocks end maszlelosding guns, and tho latter is
9111 in use to this day for gama). " |

In fishing-cast nets, bambog tréps,u polzon and draining
ware used, The most important and zréliames methods were by
poisoning (*gu') and *ngawi' {8 construction of barboo platform
in the river). In polsoning, the polson was token £rom plants
t:anﬂzf*::mteng‘ and 'Man tult (& creeping plant). The roots
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of the former were used while the plant itself was used in

the latter plant. These two plants were cut into picves and |
botled on the bank ond the water poured in the river after
boiling, Somotimes the plants were also just erushed or
powdared in the water, Fishes could not tolerste the smell

as well as the taste, and would be easily caught by the
villagerss 'Gu Suh' or p@imtﬁ;;n{; by crushing was usually

done by the whole villagers and the £ish caught distributed
equally among themselves, In catching fish by means of YNgawi?,
& welr of timber and bamboos (with stones inside) was stretched
£rom one side of the river to the mmﬁ sides At one side,
®n opening was left through which the water fushes with grest
force into a2 long bamboo shoot, which curves slightly upwards
and ends in o deep space of plalted bamboous, The force of
the water carries the £ish into this bulltein space and remedn
é@ligac:taﬁ thore, while the wator escapes through the bamboos,
Any openings in which a small £ish could ascape were leaked
with conical béﬁl;etm The vhole structure was wsually done
ﬁy‘ all the villagers, When fishing with nets, two persons
were usually required « one to £ish with the net, while the
othor to collect and corry the fish caught (the shamé of tho
two was to be equal)e PFlshing had no porticular seagon but
that of ‘gqu' was often donme in dry seasons whon water in the
rivers would be shallow, while that of *ngawi® would be done
any time except when the rwem got over flooded with rain
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waters Unlike hunting, £ishing was not considerecd of mch
importance and no function or fesst domnected with it was
over performi. Almost all the £ish found and caught wers
considered odibile »emepting the *Ngami' which messures sbout
S ¢0 6 foet in length and about 3 to 4 *’tuﬁ‘ (measuremcnt
by f£ists as in the moasurement of plasia

{€) Teodes s o

Before the coming of the British some 200 years ago in
- tho hillg, the Kukis qid no§ know the use of mmwy for
oxchange /A articles or goodss Every article wanted vas
bartered for with another item the possessor liked or lacked.
tith the coming of British and their connection with the hill
tribes in Mandpur and Burme, wmoney volue came into considerow
tion, GSome ootogenerian Rukis of today claim that 4in their
iilfetime money or currency was changed afm and therobhy left
gome baffled (from king George's mma ©o king Edwardts, and
then o queen VWictoriatsy ané% £inally m&emdem: India’s
- Rapes). Most of the articles vanted were exchanged with
paddy and some domesticated animals 1ike the mithuns, plgs,
Goats, fowle, etee For asemple for o mithun coosting 5, 30
235 was pald in cash and the 'rammng paid in kRind by paddy
or Pigs of Yeuh S {mau@mt for pigs) at tho rate of B.5
for one. Similor was the oystem in buylng other valuablos
like 8 Gun which coot N30 {1t should bo noted that guns wore
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not s0ld or issued by~ the Manipur Ring i€ houses in a
village 4id not reach 30, and the gun sold was also intended
for the dofemse of the village by the village chief and his
vimagwéw

cwariﬁg the price of valuable articies and the daily
wezga antzm of an individual them, it may be seen that goodo

in those. #&ys were no ehea;p@r than today's. In 1923, a
heslthy ;gmng man could earn only 2 ennas as !i;a wage in a
day, zﬁég ned to work & doys to earn a full rupees A hen
would cost a "Makhal® (8 annes), & pup ¢ annas, a plg of
Tuhi® 5, 25,6, and so on. The main source of income was £rom
(as said earlier) paddy, withun, pigs, fowls, and other

sﬁww anfnels, and the richest map of a ?&lmga often
did not have more than three %mnama or four hundred rupees.
‘When transaction with monoy was introduced in the hills, old
paople were uﬁually mmfn&@a in the calculation of fractions
of the monoys and m&wp&m @i’ thig ﬁiﬁﬁ&mlﬁm atrawely anough,
trade ﬁlmrmmﬁ gmfiual&ya _ mt heﬂm that trade was
Wml&y mman {whatever »a‘ barter was w take yxéca, it
was done may in the village jurisdiction and never beyond)
and every vizlage hartored thodr goods enly in their own
villages - inter villego trade or oachange fm; trade was not
practiced)s Salt was obtained from the hills, and a seer or
kae vas sold f@k 8 amnag, The annual House Tax (immau&e@
by the British) of thres yupees was either paid m cash or
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in kind {in blankets, cane bundles, otos), and those paying
in kind had to drop or tramsport the given goods upté the
noarest motorable station (Moirong, a distance of 22 kms from
Churachandpur for those 1iving in the present Lamka or
Churachandpur region of mnim stato) .

Being a migratory tribe, by tho end of the ninoteenth
ceutmfy‘ they were to be found _‘m Assam, Nagoland {(the Nags
nills then), Tripurs and Mandpur in India, and tho chin hills
in Burma and the Chi&tagoag hills in Vthe prosent Bangladesh. |
mmmf’am; their neighbours differed and so wore thelr relations.
Evan in the 6taté of Mandpur whore tholr m-‘tﬁ:rer is the
b&ggast. W@d to those of other places, their neiglbours
vare not the same in 8ll directions. In the east the Tangkhul
Ragas were their neighbma:o the Kobui Nagas in the wost, engd
the Meiteis in the valley. Taking the Nagas of tho east and
weat as of one community and the WMeitels on the other, their
noighbours 4in Manipur were the Nagas and Meiteis, mé T+
cortain limitations, thelr relation with othor communities
will be dealt only of Manipur, Howover, thelr relstion with
the British is given in the chapter "Advent of Christianity
and the Ruki Rebollionfs |

Although the Hukis lived 4n the hilis and the Meltods in
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" the valley, the latter being the domipant population in the
' state {(or Ringdom in those days), occupying almost the whole
ﬁai&eya tholr social intercourse with each other was une
avoidable, Prior to the coming of the British in the ninos
teenth Mﬁm. the Kukis atood on equal footing as the
Manipur Ring and were on fricndly terms, Miutual coeoporation
existed in the form of trado (barter system) and as sllies
at war timo, Unknown to the Rukis (or may be out of matual
understarding that they did not bother to think further),
however, "the Thados {Rukis) were used on many né:aaai@ns_ to
| punish xaga tribes whom the Manipuris were unable to reduce
o 3%5::3&?38&0:3%@2 .Be’sic&ésg sthe superior cunning of the |
Mandpuris enabled them to maintain their influence over the
Thadous {(akis) by skilfully playing Off one femily against

amtm*se?’

As an ally of the Mandpur King, "tho Maharaja
Chandrakirti Singh waintained a close roletionship with the
ps::wa*:fal Maki villages of Sangmm and Rhaochangbung to protect
the western hills*.®* an event, significant of the alliance
the Xukis and the Manipur King hed, with the valour and
alleoglance of the Kukis to their ally, may rightly be worth
inclusicn in this as recalied by wWilliam Shaw, He writes, "At

the time Of the Durmesc Invasion ("The Burmese invaded Manipur

B2« S,Iiakaspear PR CPhe Qi‘ﬁté Pe 190,
83 Ibids, 190,
84+ Kipgen, Rhe ©ODs Cits, ?a 26:&
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in 1755, 175€, 1765, etec. repoatedly until the end of FPirst
MM” ~ JoH, Hutton) the Raja of Manipur fied
for pz‘atmtim to tho house of Khongsot = %ﬂa‘s father vhere

he ate ‘ga’ {(bosns) only for several months, When the Burmese
ieft the valley he returned home with Khongsat's father and
raikholal Kuki. So the Manipuris have always treated the
#ukis with respect since then, When Ngameingam or Chandrakire
ti Singh Raja was on the throne he mlle@ad a great foree to
attack Molbem village (Rawhao chief of the Suhte clan)s
Thangkhohen, chief of Sanma ?iuagé, sent his cousin miﬁjam,x
chief of Bijang village, with some 1000 Rukis to help
Ngameingam.. The result was ssd, as Kamhso chiof won the
battle, inflieting grost loss on the Manipuris and their Kukli
levies (7). Pumjam, Jamkhopao and Langhel were the leaders
of tho Kukiss It came sbout ss follows: just before the
£4ght started the Suhtes shouted out that the Maonipurio wm
attacking them because the Suhtes bhad revenged the death of
Thengpao and Thanglam at the hands of Halsp village of Kom
Hakis, Also at thac time the present village of Khongjang

in the Churachapdpur erea was iiving with Kamhao. Thanglam
was Pamjam chief€'s father, Consequontly the Kukis did not
help and the forve was defeated. The Raja was weeping on

the banks of the Gun (Imphsl) river at such disgrace whenm one
chongje Rukl taking pity on him £ired off his gun before the
Raja oand said, "The Raja shall not dAle until) £, Chongje, am
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€irst killed by the Raja's enemdes®. This cheered up the
Rajs and the followere of Chongje having mede a *Vailang!
{cane suspension bridge) got the Rajs safely seross and into
safaty.

“yhen Chandra Kirti Singh was about to die he directed
that the custom of inheritance as among the Thadous (Kukis)
- was t0 be cboerved in tho future and so olected his cldest
son to be Raja after him in token of all the help the Rukis
had given him ("The Moithei custom seemad formerly to have
veen for the throne to psss from the clder to the youngost
brothor, and then to the eldost gon of the latter and so on,

. and pot, as one would expect, back to the sldest brother's

children® - J.H. Hutton)s However, Sena Koireng deposed the
‘new Rajo end set himsolf on the throne. The oxeRaja £led
to the British and appesleds In conseguence of this the
Chief Commisooioner of Assem ceme to Imphal, the capital of
Manipur State, but Sena Kodreng murdered him with four othor
tSchebst also ond drove out the romaining British force,
Most of tho Thadous (Kuiiis) fought for the Raja on that
cccasion. This resulted in the Menipur war of 1891 but the
Kukis did not help the Mundpuris thenm, as they knev that the
latter had no chanec. Senn Wireng £lod €0 Tonglhu chief

of Chahoot and sought his protocticn. Tongila said he was
soericusly thimking of toking revenge for his father Nehlam's
mirder but as the 'sirkart vero in seapeh of the Raja ho
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t0id him to go away as he (Tonglhu) could not grant such
protoction. However, in revenge for tlehlam's marder the
Chahsat group attacked and destroyed a Surmese thana and
impMcataeﬂ Manipuris thereby, For Soya chief's murder the
viliage of Chongjang in the Naga hills atiacked and destroyed
a Manipuri Thona at Makuil village., This was after Homima
outpost had been estabusﬁaa‘“ﬁs (f*"i‘m Henima cutpost was
established early in 16817 = J.H, Hutton)s During the seme
time, when the Msﬁeis (Mizos) tried to enter the Southelest

hills of Manipar® tha 5hingaans (a Hulki clan) drove thma
g6
tﬁ

The cordiel relatidn changod sfter 1634 when Msharaje
Gartb ﬁawéj embraéad thoe Vaishﬁava faith and helped its
sproad, tith it came i:ha ,Mt?mx‘m un}mmm * Mangba Mba‘
{uncloan and ‘a{:lea;n} or the mmchabie and the touchoblo in
the kingdam. The hillmen being considered the untouchable
grm. their relation wea%mad - the Hukis not agroeing to
their being so considered, and the newly converted Meiteis
believing themselves to be superiors The relation further
slackened after the coming of the fritish, wvhon in 1916, the
Meitel King cChurachand agreoed to supply *lebour corps' for
Bricish soldiers in Fz‘a:mé (Pirst wWorld iar) - without tho

85, Shaw, Williem op. cits, p.48,
E8s  Ibld,, p«49.
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prior consent of the hilimen. Othor tribes did not disocbey,
but the Kakis did. It resulted in the '*Kuki Rebelliont
{pilcase see chapter IV). But today, having realised their
mistakos and the mistakes tholr forefathers had comnitted, the
1nﬁméei&ﬁ:{m of tho Meitels and Rukis or tribeles 4o general
has Aoproved greatlys

} It hags been rocorded with axsggeration that, ®the fukis
and Nagos aro traditionsl mmiea‘%w but mention of their
having had a cordial relation in the past is quite rare,
m{m their immeﬁiake nodghbour in most parts of the state,
1t is Quite natural that interetribe rivalries and feuds,

- very comen in tribsl societies, will be found in theixr
relation alsos Besides being slightly different in physieal
appearance ("fThe dress of the Nags is invariably a cloth
tied round the 1loins with the loose onds hanging down in
£ront, while the Ruki cithor wears nothing but a blanket

or else a *“ahmti“ woukd mnﬁ the mm;q passing between the
legé from the £ront and fastened behind in the mgular Indian
Wo¥ees Nagas cut their Chedr which the Rukis never do. The
vags features are more proncunced and in meny other ways the
iight-hoorted Maga 1o far apart from the solam slov-spesking
1uki*),®® their mentality or cutlook also differed, ihile

87, tonstontine, Re Cps Citasy PeG8,.
88, Carey, S Bortraom amd Tuck, Helle ©Ops clts, P 3s
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the Hagas are lighthearted, the Kukis are "slow but deop
thinker for the aversge Mm mane Ho is very obstinate and
wi&fui‘%sg Being the first to mamfacmn'é end use guns among
the tribals of the region, the Kaikis enjoyed influence, It
may be improper in & sense €0 give in detall of their past
ml-aﬁianamfp& the memory of which I helieve, way still be
lingering afresh on the other party oven today. S0 I am
sure one would have a clesrer mind to imagine with Shakose
m&r-‘-é remark that, “in Manipur they (Kakis) have settied
themselves among the more peaceful Nagas, and unt:i.l the
British Government assumed control of the State (only after
the suppression of the Kuki Rebellion) thoy lived largely on
the labour of these unfortunate people, whom they had virtuse

iiy reduced to slawea“.gﬁ

In thedr day to day relation also,
Shaw s-sx:iﬁea, “I have often seon Thadous (Rukis) and Nogas
pass each other on the paths and 4in nearly every instance
the Thadou (Bukxi) has kept the path while the Naga moves

- aside to let him pass. In Nega villages when some dancing
is on and there happen to be pome Kukis present they will
almost always push aside the Haga lookers on and get in
front 59 &5 to have the best position wiﬁhqut; the slightest
cmmeﬁm%m |

89, Shaw, William op. Cite, pe2i.
90, Shekespesr, J« Ops Cite, P‘ 130‘
91, Bhaw, Wlllam ops cit., P22,
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That they still remember the blunder the Kukis committod
may rightly be justified from what Prof. Cangmumed Kebui
writes when writing on “the Zellangrong Movement®s He
describes the second phasce of the movement to be of a political
character, and to be "anti-Britich and antiaﬁ:ﬁ%gz Justie
fieation of the hiamriaal bl»mﬂem will eeminly be
inhumane, crieving m m; ia mmrama, but to be alwaya on
the look out for vezageame wiz.l aammlr bo emgual 1:.@ being
inhumane. But thanks to c:hriwtian&w which soon iaumﬁ
the colondel rulers to Manipur in 1694, ctwiaman;tty; with
4ts ‘uxxwersal bmthezhoead* changed the tribal ways of 1ife
and also msghiz about an understanding amcng the Rukis and
Bagas which, mhammaeg would have vworsened to this dav,

Prom theso tw relationships the mkis had, one can
oasily meke out the outiook or mentality of the Hukise Ho
doubt they Wore meal@m, arrogant and brave, bu:t thoy wore
ﬁlw&f: Zanz. in any rolation. loyslty meant and moans a
lot to the Rukis even to this day.

W




CHAPTER IIX
SOCIAL STRUCTURE

In the Ruki society, fanily is the fundomontal unit of
»saci:a}. Structare with a bulltein arrangoment af parts invoive
ing meny kinds of social relations, It i= fundamental
bocause it is universal and the core of the kinship system
which is an integral part of the social structurs, is crigine~
tod here. Functionally, again, the family maintains a
sustained relationship with other intornal and external
systems Of the stryctures It is alse the smallest uunlt
having m%nsi&m in the Buclear type of family and is the
residential kin group endurdng over time.

The structure of Kuki family is primarily thot of
Patrilinesl structurs with patrilineel rules of descent,
inheritence and a patrilocal residence, After marriage,
however, the couple start a now family of procreation through
neolocal rasidence (In somp, this takeo plece soon after
marriage or within & fow years, vhile thore are also those
wﬁa separate from tho parents® house only after tho birth
of a child or two)s Thercfores, one nuclear family acts as
the ‘radisting aéntm and creates by virtue of its innate
cerntrifugal force ell other niclear familics's 1In as much
as the Kuki terminology, both of Kinship and Af€inity
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originate from and centre arcund marriage, 5o is also equally
in the structure of the family. The family being patrilinesl
and puclear, only the eldest son (married or unmarried) and
the unmarried children live with the parentss Besides being
patrilineal and nuclesr groupings of family, there is a
peculiar structure of femily in the Muki society (Ruki-Chins)
which can rightly be called tho Houschold Council consisting

' éf a Ythroowtier system' or what I would like to call tintors
relstd
its own relation of this type. The throe nost important
relations or relatives of a Ruki fomily ore = f.he 1 pucHA

relat n' in the soclety. Bvery houschold hes got

{TU=tiophow Or Soneinelaw, *Cha'=son), *Bechat (Besrelative,
often of the same clany and Chasson), and 'Suny Geo' {(a term
used to comnote ona's mother's brothers or their sons)s In
all these, 1% can be scen that each originates from, formalote
with and terminste in marriage, which in turn hed Sprung up
€rom the fomily. Thoy are therofore intererelatBd, Boch of
theso are also aseigned with o Bailoein &my o dutles to

be porformed by each, wersssitating their porticipotion
without ony hesitstion, regardicns of one's position,

fho 'Tucha’ takes charge of elmost eny work £rom
praparation of curry, oooking, ete. to taking charge of
cleaning the corpse and its burial in the house of inelows
when somebody dies, The "Be' or 'Depa' stands 4n the place
of the family on such occasions vwhen & femdly to which ho
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is tmair ‘8o pa' may be befallen with misfortunes or 3%&
celebrations, ot which, that family or its head may not be
in the mood or situation o take the right demsi@n. often,
this rolationship 4s called YJol' (or *Jawlis=most intimate |
friend) when the same clan ic not found in the village or
whon one's clen may be found but prefer the relation with
that of & friend belonging to other clanss. In any fenst the
'Be' or *Jol Pa' supervises activities and jmportant matters
on behalf of the family head who is his *Jol Pa' or ‘Bepat',
thoy being YBecha', The *sSung @asi,' on the other hand, is
the Guast of Honouxr « in the sense that he does not perfm,
sny duty of importance in the functions (be it feasting or
mourning) neld at his slsters' and aunts' houses.

As mentioned, the Tucha, Bepo .(Bécha) and Sunggao are
inter-rolated. The Tucha could exist because the snﬁg Gao
iz thore and gives the fomslea in marriage by @hmﬁ a person
bocomes *Tupa® or Sin-lp=law of the giver and thereby become
fryeha' 4n their house. The Bepa oF Jolpa prevails because
of nis friend or clansman who is the giver or tho host. In
thiz way, the majority of fanilies in a Kuki village which
' wusually do not have more then 100 or 200 houses (Qespite its
being a state in itself ruled by a chief which is hereditary)
are intererelated. In other words, *A’, who is g *Tuchat
at B*s house might have boen the “Jolpa® or *Bepa’ of iCH,

- who in turn might be the YSunggao' of 3%, and *B' a Tucho
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at O's fomily, and 80 on, When 8 Tucha £inds ﬁimsez.f overe
burdened with the work due to lack of other Tuchas or the
largeness of the family, he in turn reguests his Dopa or
Tucha to help him, and thereby almost gvery porticipant at
2 feast busy sbout. The quties performed sre in no wvay for
£inaneial or materisl gaines They are all done on reciprocal

bacise This 1s still prectised todayes

A famlly usually has a mumber of Tuchas in thelr relationw
ship, and of these onc 15 called a Tu Bul {TusHephew Or S0he
in-low, and BuleBeginning) who need not netosserily be a sone
inelad, but mist have bad ot least a women of the clen o
which ho 45 *Tubul® as his wife, or ¢ven if he d4id not nave,
hiz brothers' or uncles' must have been one, Tubul, Tucha,
B6/Jol cannot be prdinarily changeds The relation 4s
continued by the eldost sons in their generation, *Sung Gaol',
however, disappears gradually, &nd within three or £our
generations its presence in that particular family will be
felt but not as forceful of visible as it used to bos

.,&ne‘g i ‘-g. Tarrinologys

Among the Kuki-ChineMizo race, the respect for birth and
the knowliedge of pedigrees is emm’ and presorved strictly,
and every Xuki (and Sor that matter the whole race mentioned)
*addresses another person 4n strict accordance with tho
genealogical tree, regardloss of age”,:i and “this custom is

1». Dre Us Vanko hou profile of a Burma Frontier Man,
: published in Djskorta (Indoneois)y p.212.
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ptdll obsorvod with the main objects of proserving genealogical
family treas®, 2 Below are given some of the kinship termaindlo-
gles for @cmaaaguineal, collatoral and affinal rolativess

Father!s/mother's father = Pu or Hepu
Pathorts/mother's mothor = Pi or Hepd

Pather | . = Pa or Hepa
Bother . = Nu or Hehu
Son | = Chapa
- Daughter ' - Che Nu
son*s/Daughterts son - Tu Po

sonts/Dasghterts daughter « Tu Mu

Pathor's older brothor - Po len (lem)
rathertfs mger brothor = pa &en/m ﬂgaijs
Father's emez- bmthe:’a

aon w U or Nao

{1£ oclder) (if ymumeﬂ
Patharts older brotherts
daughmx? » {Samc as above)
ratherts younger brothaxt s |
aon « {Game bs above)
Fathar's younger brotherts ' :
daughtey - (Somo as abovo)

Father's elder or yauagw _
sister « Ni or Hemi

24 Ibids s pa2i2,
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Elder Srother - T or ka U pa

Elder Sister - ¥ or Ka Um
$nalss

Fatherts elder brotheris

wife ' - I Lien

Fatherts younger _

brotherts wife , - u Rew/tie Ngah

Father's sister's _ ‘

hushand - Gang or He Gang

Mothor's brother's wife = Pi or Hs Pi
Motherts sisterts husband « Pa '

sonts wWife =~ Mounu
Daughter's husband = Mah Fa of Tupa
Elder brotherts wife = U or Uma
Younger brother's wife - Naonu
Sister’s Son L - Tups
sister's daughter - Tu
Elder sister's husband j - Tapa
wife | « Fimu
Wife's father - Pu
Wife's mother = P
wife's elder brother - P

Wwife's younger brother - Pu

wifets elder sister - - 0 {(o0)
WHifols younger sister = Nao

Hasband ~ Jipa
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Husbargd's E‘athar - Gang (when husband’s mother
is of the same clan a3
speaker, othorwise *Hepa*)

Husbond?s Mothor w KL (1€ of tho come clen ao
' speaker, otherwise *Honu*)

Hasbandt s glder brother - U Pa
Husband's younger sinter « Naw Ru
tusband's fatherfs sisters « N1 to

Feom the above, it may easily be understood that the
impartam: terms of relationship indieato definite classificoe
tion of rolotion from marriage. Ao will also be secn iatexr.
on the topic of marriage discussed in this swﬂyp,v matrilateral
crose-cousin marriage prevailed till the bygone decade (but
5%1l) practised in some aress), and so merriage moont marrying
beyond sexual satizsfoction and B union of two ‘mmmm
In & vay it was to strengthen the family ties, and thorcby
facilitate in m@eﬁving the family genealogical trec for
which the Rakis ore fond of and well noted of, to this day.
Each of these have a role to play whonaver any important
function is held in a rolative's houses On such days work
is not allotted, but work cllotment is already builtein in
the relation, As for inotance, the preparation of curry,
fotching of water, 1o to be already the work of *Tuchaho!
{(Bonswin-law and tho familics of ope’s gisters). It may aloo
be noticed thot in the terminologies more honirific ones
begin with e {o4ges Henu, Hepa, Hopu, Hopi, He U, otes),
ond very ofton Hopu' is used for inportant persons without
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any implication of kinship.

Tha continuance of the 'Household Council' or the intere
related relations of the Kukis and the kinship terminolojgies,
even aefter many changes in the social and culvural life, 4o
a sign of continuity in one of the m