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INTRODUCTIION

The agmrian structure of an aren is mttaaﬁdy related
to the Jevel and stage of developmant of & society, Land is
the most important source of peoiies’ livelihood, The peasants
are nmsrically the most predaminant ssction of wodid's
population, Their share to total population is much higher in
the devaloping regions, Land was ns of the first objeots for
the merence of private propamy which caused the division of
soolety into ankfdgantatic claspes, The different foms of the
owmersiip of land and that of the othar means of production,
and the mlations of production represent various stages of
the development of hunan sopiety, In fact, the study of the
buman history 1is essentially *a repressntation in a chronoclogloal
oxder of successivs changes in the means and ralationg of
prodvetions,’ e present study 1s based o this Marxist
assumption that mode of praductian is ans of the prime movers
of histoxw, |

" In a feaulal society, the agmirisn structure is marked
by the poor sgricultursl perfomance resulting from lovw level
of techndlogy, individualiastic fawming with aerf-landliond
relations of production, This aystam of production prevailes
in Russia before 1864, In this faulal agrarian structure

1 ,nnnp m"z' ‘ ‘
Inaia (Indlay 1972, P. 10.



production 48 mainly done on sudsistence busis §,8, to satisfy
“the ismediate needs of the pemsant househdld or of the village
comminity and medly for a vider market, Hovever, the peasants
are ganorally forced %o produce some aurlus vhich 1s claimed
by the miling groups consisting of landloxds in a . l€galised
and institutionaliised wvay, The cosrcive forces, in the fom
of military strength and custamms backed by the fores of social
conventions and julicial laws, are used to sxtret the suriflus
0 maintalin the non.productive olass of soclety, The unwilling
peasant whio vas being forned to prduce to nest ths economic
dmands of the lani)oxis was kept wnder bondage throigh statutory
lawes in Bussia . during the centuries before 1861, The system
guamnteed the feutnl loxds of the labour supply required for
thelir astates which were granted by the crown in considerstion
of thelrmilitary or civil ssryvlces,
_ e essmtial cam:,fmo breakdown of faudalimm, as bigh.
1ighted by Morrs Dobb, was over exploltaticn of the labour
forve,? Because of This the serfs deserted the 1oxls' estabes
in mass.and thoss wvhio ramainegl vere a too fev anl too oven
vorked to enable the systes to sustain itsalf, In short, the

2 B, Dobd %mgmw_m“ talimm
{i‘mm: 1 'i Do 3 » ' '



intemal oontmdictions, elements of inatability within the
K gysten along wvith ths ever incressing needs of ﬂxi m‘linzli%r
mors revenus 1ed to its decline,3 The growth of market towns
and of trade also played an important role in accelemting the
dlstntegmtion of this male of production, Many of the factors
responsible for the decline of fewlaliss in genersl were
prasent in the pro.eman cipetion Russisn agmrian systes, Hence,
thare was a strong czy for refoms during those years, Tsar
Alexander I1, realising a need for the vrefoms, introiuced
them *fros above' without letting the pessants take thelr
fiosdam by rising 'fzom beloy', In 1861, the servile peasantyy
1.0, the perfs of Russia were freed in a major agrarian refom,
. But, both the emar cipation of 1861 and the Stolypin refoms of
the heginning of the present century failed to sclve the
peasani question and to improve agricultural perfomance
substantially in Russia,
The uajot outcans of the sbove mentioned refoms vas
the ecananic strmtification among the peasantzy wherein some
peasants becsme richer ard oth'er poorer,. Though, majority of
them became poorer and lost thelr land holdings altogether
yot a mmalil g roup of pamta qmnﬁad in increasing the size

3 xbm. 4 po 1*2.



of their land holdings, This led to an inorease in the
proportion of those peasants who devotad themselves to
production for the market by regulaniy hiring agricultural
labourers, This resulted in the smergence of capitalistic
relatbons of profucticn in Russlen sgriculture,’ Under
capitalist develoment "agricuiturs is trnsfomed from the
privilegod cecupetion of the top estates or the duty of the
bottom metate into an oxdinasy crmmercial and industxial
mumatm,.ﬁ e printtive biflements of production and
poor techndlogy give way to improved techndiegy based on
machines, The relative sizs of the capitalist sector in
agriculture was incrmaing during the fiiet two decades of
this emtuzy in Russia, The concentmtion of means of
produstion ineluling lam! in & fever hanis was increasing,
This nely smexging pssant bem;beuu was also introducing
modemised fam machinexy an & laxge soale, Differsnt types
of agricultura) and credit co-opemtives began to emerge, But
before the capltalist devalomant could mature in Russia, the
Bdlshevik revdlution of November 1917, changed the mlations

-
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of production camzistdly, The nev rlaticna of production
under sociallist system were established in agmarian ssctor,
The private ownership of land and that of other meuns of
production wvas refiaced by the ownership of state and that
of collectives, Ihe agricuitural activity was ogganisze«d
on the basis of large seals social production throwgh
co.opsrative sasociations of the collective fams,

Hoat of the aboveamiioned processss vers opsrations.
1ised in most of the Rusaiun territories, but the sariier
colonies of the enplre specially the Asian regians had peculiar
problems and processes vhich vere specific to those aress,
~ The sady capltalist devdloments in Russia . vere being
supported by the sxyloitation of these Asian regions, As A.0,
Frunk points out "the capitalist system that we know has
never axisted vithout oclontalim/inperlaliann,® Lentn
balievad that colonialism or impsrialism i3 the 'monopolye.
stage' of capitalise,’” then capitalism matures to s certsin
stage in a contyy, nesd ia fall for new regicns outside the
oontyy in order to use thelr econopies for Lts own bHenefit,

6 AL, Frank, On Capitaliat lndsriessioosent (Oxford
b ’
7 ;:xgs&‘%’wm. val, I (Moseow, 1970),



In other words, capitalism through its ties of comerce and
force creates & systes of a developed matropcle and & parijhery
which 1t underdevelops gonsiderably, Capital is exported |
abroad £0 backward coumtries to extmot high profits uwnder
this miationghip of capitaliss and colonfaliem, In this
syatas of relationship the depardent cdionies &re systematically
{ kept uwder.-developai, In Gunder Ponk's vords "underdevdlomant
s systematically aml syexyvhers sssoolated with .. tnfact
gaused by = aelmmum.-a

Therefore, the probllems of the mdexieveloped peripheries
ays boud o0 be differnt fras those of the developed
metropolas, 7he Centml Asian regions before the revalution
wers playing %he rols of the perithexry for the Humsian |
moatropoles, The Hussian capltalists under the Tsarist regime,
ware using the ecaomy of Cntml asia for thelr own purpose
by kesping it industrlally backward, by investsaent in cotton
procurenent and by underpaying the cclonial labour, After 1917,
this poiicy of cdlonial exploitation in Cetml Asie gave way
to the Soviet policy of squal scanomic devaloment of all the
nationalities, The perdod betwaen 1917 and 1940 was a psricd
of intensive and sxtensive changs in the agrerian histomy of the

8 G, Frank, n, 6, », 2.



b
region, vharein Centml Asia by jussing the capitallst mode

of production reachad the sodialiat stage directly fram the
triba).patriarchal and feudal melations of production, The
initial steps in this direction wvore taken in 1920 and the
changes took o fomal and omeluding shape by ©H40, Mis
fomative transition psriod of 20 years 1.0, betvesn 1920.40
is the porial covered in the present atudy,

The tem Soviet-Centml Asia refers to four Soviet
Centml Aslan republics; Usbekistan, Kimgisia, Turimenistan and
Tadehilkistan, These repblies of Centiw), Asis cover an area
of about 1,3 million squre kllaneters, The aren is in the
heart of Asta and far avay from any opmw sea, It consists of
naiwly desexts, steppss and onses with same momtainous arem;
It gpreads from the hanks of the Volga erd the Casplon sea in
the west to the boundaries of China in the sast, The wvast
steppea of Kasalhastan are in its north, The steppes of
Kazaikhastan have many geographical, ethnical arnd cultural
simllarities with Cantrl Asian republics, PFor ths same Teasot
nany a times Kazadhastan is also incluied in Central Asian
republics, But the above statement about the similarities is
orly psrtially tme, In fact,the northem part of Kaszalhastan
is more closdly ralated physically and cultumlly to l;hi



adjacent Westem Siberia than 0 the rest of Kazakhastan, Omly
the southem part of the repudlic is closely akin to the Cetml
Agian vepublics, Therefore, it is necessary to stuly the
Kezakh republic sepamtaly in its entirety, e southem
border of the Cmtml Asian region bas alvays beem of great
strutegic significance for Bussia as it touhes the Musdlim
states of Afghanistan and Irem, The majority of the population
of Centrel Asis & Nuslim by religion, The Soviet Centmi
Agians both ovitumlly and ethnioally are quite similar to the
neighbouring comtries, Climatieally, the ares is genemilly
arld wvith significant varlati@is in climatic and natumd
conditions, Being situnted avey fram sea the ares Bas omti.
nantal climate f,.0, very cdid in vinter ant very hot in sumer,
Strong winds blow in the desert and sei-desert aress, Rain. |
2} L5 voxy scanty, Nuch of the ares recelves less than

20 oms, of annual minmil,” In saue of 1ts pexts the minfal)
is eyan puch less, Exocapt the mountainous arsas, heavy snowfall
is & suye Thenamencn, Al ses situated in the north fresmes |
for four $0 five nonths during an yer,

9 ?.3. gr«lsb. Oaogmhy of tha UGB (America, 1970),



Amu-Daxya axd SynDaxys with thelr sources in the
Pamirs and the Tien Fhan respactively are the dijgest rivers
in the region, Gemfshan, Chu, Murghad, Tedshen, Atrek and
Vaimsh are the other important rivers, But noane of these fiows
into any opmn ses, ALl rivers either vanish in the sands or
&;nta out into lakes, The area Leing highly arid, some of these
evan Agy up in sumer months, Only Amu ard Syr flov into the
Aml Sea, In short, water availability is too mesgre and for
that reasan it s vexy precious, Thus, it is not an exaggemtion
to say that the histoxy of Cemtml Asia flows out of the "styuggle
for vater?, Inspite of the scarcily of water the region
supported developed agricultural aivilisatitn based om irrigation
since the ramote past,

Possibilities of providing frrigation vers not altogether
absent, GAince the revilution ares wnder Lrrigation has expanded
cansidersbly., The agrarian life mainly nurtured on in the oases
and in the vallays of the imu and the Syr rivers, It, howvever,
covers anly & mall portion of the totul land surface of the
region, Most of the area is wder Xam-Kum desert and the high
momtains of the Tien Shan, the Pamirs, the Altiy and the Soyan
mnges, Total amble area accomts for not more than four to
~ five per cent of the total land surface,10 berever water is

-
-

9l (Indie, 1979), P 1o
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unMc and surface not 00 sandy or rocky, the solls are
sdaptable %0 a variety of crops, igricuiturs in Centml Asia
can bs chamcterised into thrve typsss gmsing of livestock
over almost whdls of its diy areas, grin.faming in the
nolst parts and intensive Lrrvigation faming of cotton, alfalfa,
sme grain and a variety of vegetables and £rult vherever gool
s0il andt water are avallable,

Ths ancient name of the region L,e, *'Turkestan' sems to
~ be rdlated to the fack that majority of ths population settled
in ths area is of Turkic origin, About forty groupe of diverse
ethnic cambinations constitute the population of the reghon,

The prasinent ones which are relatively larger in nusber and
possess thelr own distinet language and culture are Usheks,

" Kasakhs, Xirgis, Turimens, Kamkalpeks snd Tadshiks; Excepting
Tadshiks all other groups bllong $o TurkoMongolold reofal

stook, The Tadshiks belong to the Iranisn ethnic group, e
Bler sthnic slement adeo joined this amalgam oOf ethnic wariations
after the Russian conquest of the region, Hoonasically more
important alassification of the Centrml Astan popmlation was

in tems of namads and the ssdentary befors the revalution,
Litemture Survey

Befors making an attespt to understand and comprehend the
changes that came about in the agrarian structure of Sovied Centred
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Asia, it 15 of orucial significance £0 1ook at the studies
thone have slready hem canduckad on this area with
similar or sllied objectives, Existing litemture an
the agmrian st ruoture of Soviet Cant ol Asin is ey .
soanty, Though there are many geneml stwuilas m
Soviet ecanamic system but in most of these werks Centml
Asia remains wntouwched or recelves anly a skekchy trestment!!
'Hhsma, the specifis stulies on Centml Asia deal mainly
sithey vith the prodles of Nationality policy or with the
aspacts related to sthnfe, cultumd snd meligious varia.
tions, MNost of thess fontures are difffoult to understand
and appreciate withowt imowing the various dimensias of
the sconayy that émvw” the basic straoture, |
Detallad history of Russian agriculture has bemn
vritten by many Soviataloglsts, Scmo of the important
stiiles are ky L, Volin, E, Stimuss, Heynaxd and 8,0,
Tmpmsnikov, Vdlin gives an axtaisive statistioal
accom? of the changing agriciltural mosslc over hund red
years balancing thess scoounts ty presenting his views on
the pesant 1ife, 12 R, Stmuss has also writion vith a
historical pemspective, He reinforces his stuly with well
amﬁiqa statistical tables,13 A camparetivaly recent

11 Same

13 B, Stmuss,
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work by 8.PF, Tmpesnikoy axmmines the theoretical bases of
agmyrian restions fram the pre-revalutionary psriod to the
present day. ™ This s & detailed stuly of the Soviet agmrian
gtrusture published in two volumes, But as stated esziier’
the agmman strwture of Govtet Cenbrel Asta;reghan specific

proviess due £o its backvaxd and ccionial background, These

have not besn properly dealt with in any of the the adove
nentioned vorks, .

The studies done exclusivaly on the Soviet Central Asis
are by Cal, Wheder m! Davender Kaushik en gememd history of

' cantrul Asie,?? Tese NANL the nesd for & good history text

book on this region, Mere specific studles oan the region are
by R4, Plerce, Rebert Canguest, 4,0, Park, Richazd Pipe,
Adlowerth end Valdeyanatn,™® ey deal mainly with the palttiesd
aspacts o the mationality gquestion of the republics, The .
socko.sconamic struature of the gl bhus genemlly deen
neglected in these stuiles,

m, Pmn:n muhau, in w 1610, .

, 6. uh o,
B '.u:;“ﬁ D, mmu, wmmm

mm, p Q
16 Detatls in the bibliog mphy
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Two imporkant studies on the sconamic structurs of
Cantal Asia were published in 1967, one by V, Condlly and
the other by Alec Nove and Newth,'?7 concily highlights the
fmpaot of Goviet efonamic palicics in this region strotly in
the econaaic context only, The soclompalitical significance
of these piicies Bas not e discwmsed, BHren more pertinent
sconamic questions such as vhethar the somamic and paiitiond
relationshipy of thess republics with the Cmtml Husaia are
colontal/neo~calania) in naturs or not, have been discunsed by
Alsc Nove and Newth but not by Cnally, The rde of the
femigrants in the progress and trnsfomation of Soviet Centml
Asia has also been scrutinised by the twin writers. Ihe suthors
of the book have effectively brought out the rcle that pelities
mayed in bringing out the bastc soonaeic changes in the region,

A more canprehmsive study taking into accownt the socio.
economic axd political dimensions of the changes in Soviet |
Cmtral Asis after the reviiution has been attempted by R.R,
ghams,'® e tntrinsto relationship of the Soviet nationality

Jovi et Asia . 7. A, Hove and Newth, W
NALEAR I s W AL - 19 7.

payslomemt, London,
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policy with the polfoy of regiconal econcmis devalopment and
the struotuml changes brought about in the process bave ey
ciossly examined in this work, The awthor has very rightly
taken the agrarian transfomatian to be the foorl point of his
analysis because the social struosture of the region was
basieally muml and even after the sconamic trnsfomation £i%
cantinusd to be 80, A more indepth stuly needs to be dane
highlighting the agmrian struckure and the dynmmics of the
transfomation in this region, In oxder to improve political
and gensral wderstaniing of the histoxy of the regin &
thorough snquizy, into the material conditions of the people,
is essential, The present study is an sndeavour in the smme
dirsotion, The egmamic, politica) amd c:ltural purevits of a
soolety camot be compartaentalised; for a samilets unisn
standing & camprehiensiva approuch is more desimbdle,

Bpecific vefoms in any particular context need tobe
rdlated, as stated above, %0 the pradlass presented by the
soclo-sconamic and palitical set up in wvhich thess are soight
to be isllemented, The purpose of the study is to sxpiore the
results of the transfomation to ; further scoio.scomamie and
political develoments, Eome nt the questiong which the author
has tried t0o arwver in this stuly are fclloving:
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- What vere the structuml amd institutiamal changes
that preoweded this agmrian transfomation? ,

- How was the resistines fyam the trasitional Beks and
Russian landlonds overoqme? |

- kw wvas the big gapbetveen the fomerly expmoliting
oontral Fussis and the exjloited perithersl region
bridgeds

. To whioh socio-cwltursl changes did this material
transfomation Jead the Centml Asians?
s author has trded to ansver the above which are some
of the fmportant questions, by testing the following
hypothes @) |
- That & mdical and revolutionary transfomstion in
1Mm relatians can alter the sooio.economic
stracture of societies depmding mainly on sgmrian
econcwy, , |

- That political eyuality smang nations can only e °
neaning il vhen there is sconomic equality therein,

- That the orientation of the Soviet policy tovards
Central Asian agricuiture was not different fram the
Soviet strategy inyiemented slsevhere,
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The author has mainly depended on secondary sources
both in IEnglish apd Ruesian langmge, e studies of Rssian
a3 vall as those of other scholars have baen consuited, The
works of Marx, Mgles and Lenin have been wsed in oxder to get
a8 ploture of the idecloglioal basis of the Soviet agmrian
policien, The procesdings of the CFSU Congresses bave also
bemn seen for the same purpose, Hoviet nevspspers, joumals
 and thelr enstem (Sditions have been consullted, The State
dogment *The Statistical Annuml of the National Egenomy of
USSR' ham bem vsed for statistical infomation, Separate
statistical volumes of smch Ctwal Astan repdlic on the
eccnamy, culture and sducstion ete, have besn conswlted for
gotting separate statistica) dats for sach republie,

In gmem) the historioo-anxlytical sethod has been
adopted, The stuly aims at fiading conclusions from the time
series data bassd on published fafomation, With the help
of sscondazy data and simile parcentages the ganernl mttem
of the agrarian structure of this peric has bem shown, Te
pace and the extant of the collectivisation of the pmsant

‘househclds ard therely, thely changing material conditions have
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bemn shown through talles,

The infomations ccllected have bem orgunised into
five ohapters, It i fmportant %0 have an ovemll view of the
traditional socko.econamic structure of the stuly ares before
disciesing the reforms of the twenties and the thixties; vhioh
brouyght fundmental changes in its agrariun strecture, The
teditional sgrarian stracture, though quite inefticient ard
baclkard yet L% was supvorting s samsvhat stable political
strcture t_ér senturies in this regiom, The variows dimensions
of the structure have hen disemsssd in the f1ret ssotion of
Chupter Ona, The coming of the Russians brought a few changes
in the Sraditional set up, Urder the Tsarist regise the
sconany of the region was belng exiioited to support the
eapitalist deviloment in Centzal Russis, 'The foms of
foudal and colonial exploitation, commsroialisation of agrt.
culture and the dewwlomeent of capltalist raiations in agri-
cMlture have besn discussed in the second section of the
chapter,

Kore fusdamental changes in oenture Asian agrerian
ssctor took yiace affer the sociulist revalution, But Defore
exosining the actusl changes; it is important £o go thyough
© the fdeclogical basis of the Soviet model for salving the
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sgmrien and the Botimal.Colontal question in gmexad, The
theorsticsl outiines of the Path selected by the Sovies
gonmat:- to devalop the backwaxd fomer clonies of the
mlre fom the sscond chaplep of the enquliy,

The initial staps in the direction of agmrian refoms
vere taken during the sanly years of the Third decads of the
presmnt cantury, Te lan! and water refoms of the tventies

. s thelr significance in preparing gyoud for more fudmemtal

refoms of the thirtie have Geen distussed in@e thim
chapter, e "
Although, the 1and and water refoms of the tventies
succesdad in paking inportent altemtions in the sxisting
sgmrian oxer, yet, farnovle radical changes were required
for bullding & soctalist agrezian structure, e refoms of
ths early miass could not scive all the socio.economic prodless
of the regian, In e second half of the year 192, Soviet
goverment adopted a courne for direst sooislist peconstyustion
of agrioulture, In Gowliet Centzal Asis, the massive work of
1are soale collestivisntion Began in 9P, The fwportsnt
features, pace and methods of oollectivisntion in Central
Asia fom the thame of the fourth chapter of the stuly,

The atuly of the refoms is not bsing done in tsclation,
The soclo.poliitionl and cwltural dimwmions of the refomsy



19

the changing material eonditions of the pessants amd an
overll impact of the agmrian refomms is required to be
samn in tems of entire scoial set up, An attampt has dewn

anaPise,

made MAth‘bu in the last chapter,



GIAPTER X

THE PRE. ABVOLUTIONARY AGBARIAN STRUCIURE

The study of agrerian structurs cemtres srowd the
problens of land and its utilismafion for productive purposes;
vhich invalves an smgulyy into the two basic aspects 1,e,,
the praivative foroes, mnd the relations of production, e
stuldy of soll and of available ayshle Jant and other
enviromental factors, technalogicon) level and the cropping
pattem ete, cover the proiuctive foross, The institutionsl
structure pertaining to the land distridution in tems of
haldings and the system of Jand tenure and other ralations
of production cover the secand aspsct, The rdations of
productian, the owvnership of means of production and the leve
of techndiogy available detemine the hasiec mode of projuction
of a soclety, Befors the soclalist revdlution the agricultumil
1snd an! other instrments of produstion wvers not socially or
Jointly owned, Though, in same tyidbal and in many sncimt
and nedelval sooleties, legally land balonged to the tribal
ohisf or to the soversign alons, and thers was no legal
recognition of the right of private ownership of land, Yet,
in protioe 4t was concentrated in a fev hands, The privats |
owmership of these feudal loxis was recognised by the
custanary lavs, Genersl level of techndlogy used for
agricultural purposss bafors the eapitalist develoment vas
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‘The Russlian conquest of the region in the second half
of the ninetemth century was an isportant paliticsl svent
in 1ts histoxy vhich affectad not anly the palitical but
nocio.enondnic aet up of the region as well, Important
changses were introducel by the Russians in the agrarisn
seckor vhich fomed the main and the most important secter
of the Centml Astan econamy, Bestde the political consider.

‘ations, the Russians had some important economic motives in
the region, The next section of the chapter deals vith the
analysis of thess sconamic ebjectives of the Bussian conquest,
The foms of cdlonlal exploltation, oamereialisation of
agricuibure anxi the devalemet of oapitalist relations in
Catral Agian agravian scondamy have also besm eximined,

At the hagimning of the ninetemth centuxy the region
had three indepmient political wmitsy the Munates of Bukham,
Kbiva and Xokand, The Khans v Hulirs whio ruled over these
states ware heveditary nlers axx thely govermonts ver
tymnnicel and opressive in nature,? The palitiecal set.up

1 Maxy Rdldesvorth, .‘ vieantan
(m”’ 19%)5"& 9-



of thess Khanates was of fendal nature, ilthough, the control
of the Khans in these states was quits stable and thelir rule
provided intemal centralization £111 the Russian conguest,
yok, 1t cannot be denled that they could hamly check the
groving influmee of the provineial govemom,? The soversigns
had anly nominal oantrol over thess provinelal govemors

w0 ware not only pmotically indepedent but also kept them.
sdiven conntantly busy in waging vii-fuamv thel r neighbours
and thelr soyereigns in oxer £O sxpand the arves of their
influeice and power. In fackt, 1t {5 misleading to think that
these statas vere 'naticn states’, "Peorls in genersl had no
national conacioumnaess in the maiem sense of the teom and

hat no fealing of allaegiance to the soverelgn xcoejt thase vho
ware iamediate officlals of the rlerw.*3 The peosle had
strang loyalities towaris thelr tribes and the joint feailiesy
esgecially #o smong the nauads and smi-nomeds of the regicm,
e naesd population of ttn rogion hardly recognised any
extemal pover as thalir masters, Xt was difficult for them
to think of thenselves as being nambers of a vhdle nation,

2 Iuid,, p, 12
3 Ivdd,, B 3



They did not oal) themselves as Koksndies, Khivans o»
Suliarens bub 00wd enly associate thesselves $o the tribde
they baomged, Among the ssdmtazy popuistion as wdl, the
fauial loyadities wers mors lmportant than naticaal sllegiunce,
Kot only that the fides of nationality or of mation lacking
among them dut there wvas no nodion vhatsoever of frontiers

as wall, Theye waere no fixsd frontiem dDetween the Khamates,
and betwem the Xhanates and the adjoining comtries of (hins,
Afghanistan and Persin, The overtone of fewtal and tridal
allegiance in politienl szhexe actually originated fros thely
txibal, patriarohal s feulal mode of praiuction,

The population of the three Cntrul Aslan Khsnates was
about four $o five militons prior to the Ruseian conguest,”
Among the Manates Budham bad the Jaxgest population of sbout
thres nillion, Xokand about one and a half million and Kriwa
hat only half a miilion peojde, The major segaent of the
population was settlied in the cases and in the river wllers,

b | Ivid,, Do b,

5 Deverdax Kaushik, Soviat Cabsal Asie inNodawm lises
(nmw' ”W)’ yo po
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Thelr main occupmtion was agriowdture, ‘e resaining
popdlation was oomprisad of nomadic snd semi.ncmadic trides,
They rommed ahout in the surrounding deserts and the ‘
powmtainous areas and depmded sainly on stock bresding though,
to sme axtent, cultivation was also pmotised ty tham,

hpong the sthnic groups, the Turimens vere mostly nomads

ad earried on oattle bresiing as thelr ehief ocoupation,

The Kixghis, another namadic athntic group, alse had cattle
bresiing as thelr sain occupstion but sgricuiturs wvas alse
viddy pmoctisel by thess peojle, Fide this ant sime other
important factors Waidayanth soncluies that “thers are
historical evideces which indicate that in the distnt. pest
the Xirghis were basically sadentazy agrtoultuml wnm,d'}.‘
Some of the Tuvimens also settled down as agriowiturists
during the ninetemth cntury, Similazly Usbeks, though
trmditionally nomeds, had settied down for ssdentary sgricu.
- tura) pursults before the Russian conquest, Tho Tadiiks
ware esasntinlly sedentayy peoile found mainly in plaine
angaged chiefly in agriculture and muu.? However, same

6 R, Yaidayaoath, Foms
Bamtios (PAL? o8

7 Ivid., p. 15,
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of the Todjiks alao lived in mountaine and practised both
agriculture and cattle breeding, Kare-Ealpaks in the pest
wors nozsdic oattle bresders but gradually adopted mixed
soonomy and by the time Rumsians came, agriculture hed degan
to flay an tmporkant rale $n thelr sconomy,B

e provess of setting down of the nmads wvas veyy
mpid during the ninstenth century, By the snd of the .
cantuy 1es han one.fourth of the tolal population of the
thres Xhanates remaines nomadic, The process was so mpld
that the proporéion of nomads %o total population in Turkestan
declined fram 8% per cant to 47 per cent Auring 1867 to 1877
and thereafter to I por cent by 19177 |

A1l 1and acconding to Shariat (the Nuslim Canoe law)
bl caged to the miler, In other words there was fomal
absaice of private propsmty in land, and the prineizls of
soversign owvnership of the miler or of state vas ugheld, The
land wder cultivatian, though part of the stats cwnersbip,

vas loaned out in perpstuity %o whosver made it cultivadle
by making the nesessary improvasends, In practice, this

8 Iivid,, 2. W.

9 g.? Barthold, as cited in H, Valdayanath, n, 6,



_7

geneml princijls was greatly modified, e vights of
custamazy lav i,e,, adat and the sotuml conditions added many
 yariations and conflications t- land rghts, Besides, the
busic presumption that land balonged to the state, there
aross other categories of land ownership, 6Since irrigated
land in Central Asis was very prsscious, many officials of
the soversign vanted ther services and desds of mernit to

be revardsd in the fom of land allotaents, This alloted and
other gifted lant became, for all practical purpeses, the
private property of the owmners, Beside this, land wvas also
given to rdligiow Snstitutions and persomnels for ttwir
personyl use, his land beosme the private property of these
institutions, Thus, all available land oould Us categorised

into thrwe types;

a) Zaliaklangd -~ ™is 1and wvas uier ihe direct owvnership of
the state, The Mk of cultivadle and wcultivable land weed
both hy the nomads s the sedantary populstion balonged teo
this category, The agricultuml land wder this category vas
given £o the cultivators {n retum for a fixed obligatiom

to the rer, 10

10 R,B, Shams, . Mazxisk Modg af Secial Ghange (Indis,
’979)’ P 10-’



b} Mulkland er Tanivab Land - ™is vas free-hcld private
propexty aross from *he ;tm nade by the soversign for
notable nerita or revardsd for varions services and otligations
nade tothe soversign or stats, i
o) Makf Lhand ~ Land uwd ey this cstegozy helonged to the mu.
fous institutions and the religious boamds, They had a scle
administrative contwcl over this, >

The extent of land under sach of these categories 18
dLeflowlt to assms, Hevever, it has’besn noted that *tn
all thres Khanate throughout the nindtemth century religious
lands (Maof) emd gift ands (aulks eand Sanituaab) inoressed, !
The anizy and Mhans cmmuy and coneideredbly inorveased the
Ak dend in oder to buldd thelr suthority, Nasrdlsh, the
enir of Bulham s recorted to have made 3,000 such gifts.'2
Only adout Bukham thate 00 sbout Lts ostem mw Mary
Holdsvorth esSimates that waqf land conatituted about 2% per
cont of the total land and she further adds that it wvas
provably higher than the oversll percentage for Bulhar amd
Kokand, '3 usqf 1and in Kiiva 85 estimated to be b5 per ceat
of all irrigated Jand, 1®

11 M, Holdsworth, n, 1, B 13
12 Ibid,, P 13

13 ivkd,

1 Ibkd,, p. 2N



The titles and rights to land wers gmnenlly govemed
by alats the custamazy law, The introduoction of the other
tvo categories of 1and rights, besides the State ownerships
3104 to the fomation of estates and the develoment of land.
10X pesant selationship of faulal nature,

Land_Ravenye

The 1and tax was the major source of income for the
Ent or Khans of these Btates, Howvever, a sibstential
portion of the pulk and yeaf land wvas exmmpted from taxes,
The fmportant land taxes were Khami and Zanap. The mownt
varied from one-teanth Lo one-Zifth of the total output, on -
coartain yaaf land 1t was ene-thinl, Thie fom of taxation was
called Linsps An some areas the tax wvas levied in tems of
soney for per land wnit which was called Kiasni. The yayment
of taxes was generslly dons in money though peysent in king

was also prevalent simfitansously, The currency prewient
vas exlled Jils and Dapls, Tiis was in the fom of gald coins,

~ The sedetary population and the nomads had different
land tenuve systems, As the nomads gmerally moved sbout and
vorked in gyoups fommed om tribe or alan bLasis, conssquently,
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their land rights were also reglated on tribdal-patriarchal
1ines, The gyasing lan! was held for the common uge of the
sntire clan vhile the cultivators anong thm vere allotted

land according $o the noms of a pytriarchsl tiibe , The
nomads lamgdy fdloved the system of shifting oultivation as
they kept moving fros one mlace £o another.’’ share crepping
system was nost prevalent among the sedmtazy peyalation,
Gevera)l mttems of share.cropping were folloved, depemiing on
the variations in the five sssential aspects of agriculture
$.0,, land, water, seeds, draught animals and Jabour, Isrieaents
of evitivation, being very primitive and easy to preduce, were
not taken into muoh smsidemiion, The shars.croppers vere
called the ghafdkam 1iteml meaning delng '*one.fourth', This
me.fourth system in share-oropiing was most common, The
gultivators used to provide thelr Jahour along vith gmemlly
ene hullook and some todls to the lend.owners and in retum got
me-fourth of the total production, In case a cvltivator 4id
not possess a dveught anims) snd could not provide for his foods
ho received at times one.fifth or even 1es than that of the
total hanqn.'“ iIf odltivator possessned both bllocks and his

15 RR, m”l‘ n, 104 P 9
1% M, Haldsworth, n, 1, » 12.
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food then only land and seed vers givan ty the land ovner, in
guch crses, the oultivator same time recddved even one.half of
the teotal pratuction,

In maces me-fonrth ghare of pmducttm in the fom
of land tax, and other expwses Lncurmd on produgtion were
als0 defucted fram the clltivators share, Dus to these
deiuctions, the Pexsants sauetime received only ons-half ef
bis sotual shave, |

A co.oparative method, dmown as ShiXial vhere animals
vere used jointly, was practised by scme pessants, More then
e hounedhald 3@1»0& together to mise a palkr of dravght animals
which sometinies consisted of sven ALfferent animals and vorku
on the sharers' fi«da in tums, 7

Athough, pemsants wers fwee tenants, yet, they had to
work for soveml days on the lunilozds® flelds wvithout getting
anything in metum, Kot only on fialds thay also had to vork
for vrepaive and for the cmstruction work of the landionds,
Logally, the psasants wers not bond to the land or to the
landlond but due %o acute shortage of avallable Lrrigated land,
thelir mobility got rvestricted an they had to stay en with thelr
exfloitative Landlondn,

17 Ivid,
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The landless peasants wvho vorked s agricultural
labourers and not share.croppers were called Nanl-isfar. e
vere hired by the lund.ovners for the whole year and verd paid
fartly in Xind and partly in cash, Part of the cost of
production and part of taxes levied by the stats vers charngsd
from the, In fact, main burden of the taxe L4} mainly on
the pagsantsy share-croppers or landless agricultumi lsbourers,
There vas not much diffarmon betweeas the share-cr0ppe™s and the
landions gultivetors in tems of thelr actusl material conditions
e the stetms, The evidences provided by Pehlen Commission
showed growing degres of lanllesness among the peasants,
Holdaworth renariked that the proosss started much before the
Russian colonization of the region and got further accentuated
vith the inconing of the Russtan cclontsers, ¥

Axxiszation

Water is wary scarce thus, important in this region,
According to anclent customaxy 1sws and Nuhmmmaden Cancn Law,
the regiulation of water rights and that of Lrvigation facilities
weore satters of gread significance and water could neither ba
bought nor acid, I was to be distributed equitably, Buwt in
practice "t often £41) into the hands of sme powerfl

individuals, some tribal, village or axyk e«ders, and not
vithatanding the Nuhammadan Canon Lav ard custom, in veality

18 Ivid,, . 1.
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they 412 trade in water or wnequally diverted 1t te the lands
of the wmlﬁy',ﬂ he peor wers often dcpxl.nd of 4t or ware
nade to pay for 1% 4n mone or labour,

Watsy belng the nost luportant slemant in the sgriciule
tuml esoonomy, specially in areas wder the arid climatio
conditions in Centwal Asia, special efforts wers made by
individual Ehans to improve Srrigation facilities, But these
efferts coxld not keep up with the inorease in the number of
settiements and of yopdation, Dus to the constant state of
© warfare within the state and also with the neighbouring states
| the resgurces ware genomlly divertsd & these militazy operations,
Xreigation chwinels were maintained by coapilsoxy Pessant
serylice, The canals were fad with the water divertel from the
Ay and Syr Daxya, Besides canals, the water wvas dravn from
Pareian vheqd wells opemted by dreught animals,

~In Catmal Asia orop.votation vas pmctised on land
wder good Lrrigation, In Khiwa, thare wers about two millice
aores of sgrdediturnl 2and, ® Mts 1and vas bighly fertile and
missd tvo crops annumlly, The leading orops of the ares vers

19 Peter Lyashohwnkn,
Busais, L.M. Hom. trans, (London, 19‘9).

20 8, Dacksr, ’%,twnmmmm.am
(Hayward, )s P 170,
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wvimt, cotton, alfanifa, rice and arley, Piuite were also
groun, Khiva wvas & grain rich are and Lt nomally preduced
food surpus, 2! The northem districts of the state grev whest
snd millets, In southem distriots vheat, cotton axd fauits
iuéh as melons, vatemelons and mulberries vers growm, By the
end of the nineteenth cantuzy about Wi per ot of the cultivadble
land in the Fhanate was wler food orops and about 32 per cent
uwndey cash cmpa.a

- Budbarms had similar cyops of vheat, cotton, rice, banewy,
alfalfs and frults stc, Wheat was most tsportant erop in
Budhare but vas largdy meant for self-consumpticn, Westem
Bulham, the richest agricditurl ares,gmemted food sursius
in the Valley of Kashk-Dazya vhierwas the Zamfshan Valley vas
known for cotton production, Cdtivation was cosiletaly depmdmt
upon Lirdgation &n this area, Whereas, minfall was quite
Maguate in the central part of Bulhare wvhich had good fam
lands and pastures, Cultivation of vheat and Madiey, and cattle
relsing ware important economic sctiilies in this ares, The
sastom part largdly camprised of mountainous terrein, hence,
not very sultable for ciltivation, The Sergana Valley was the
traditional grover of gotton in Keland,

21 Tvid,
22 “.Mdmﬁh. n' "6’ p.. 23‘
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The methads meyed for cultivation ware prisitive and
based on manual lsbour, The Moughing wes done by Quanshs »
primitive wooden slough, The PRoughing opemtin wvas usmlly
repmted thrice and the ridges wers Duilt by the use of hand
hoe,23

Raaank lpsaings

The condition of the ddilans (pessants) in Central Asia

even prior %o Russian conquest was not very good, They vere

suffering under the oporessive mensures of the Dake ( feudn)
govemors of provinces) hass (tridal or clan chiefs) and Dey
(ol 1and and eatile omers), Thersfore, pmsant uprisings
vare 8 recursing feature Wiroughout the ninetemth centuzy, These
were nors frequent during the later part, The Xitay.Kipchiaks
rising, in Xatta-Kuxgen and Yengi-Kurgan aress in 182425, vas
mainly caused ty the land hiunger of the Nian-Kali tribe, The
series of uprisings in 4680, 1885, 1863 ant 1889 in thess Xhanates
vere malnly sgainst the grain tax poiicy of the m‘!.m.z""
However, the uprisings vere on a smsll scale lacking extmsive

23  lLyshchenko, n, 1, P,
%l ”W)p
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revolutionary fervey that could bring about significant changes
in the sooin) oxiey, The renson perhaps was that *the DMK of
 the oyoppers ware nsither slaves nor entirdy ianiless, gmenslly,
they retainsd the ot, on which thelir home vas Duilt, and

thelr own wooden flovgh and work animais ".35 ™ty sense of
personal property genemlly tied thm to thelr feulal Joxds and
they rwisted uny basio change, o ;

In shoyt, the agrarian structure in Centywl Asis before
the incaming of the Rugsians was mainly feuds) though same foms
of primitive communal Jand ownerwhip in acwe backvard areas
and, outright slavery of the prisoners of var axd of the poorst
peagentyy also existed, The feulal relationship, of course,
var most.pradaninmt, e tridal-patriarchal relationshiyp had
nore importance smong the nmads, and mughasis vas 1aid on
commnity or group 1ife, Whereas the princirie of aclliective
ownership of Lyrigation facilities 41d 0ot mean much to the
-setentazy popdiation,

Though Rssia had Demn interacting with Cantrel Asia
since very sarly times but it was fram the sixtemth sentuzy

25 Mandad, ihid,
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snvards that thu ralationship became mors intsnse, It was |
both pelitical and economic in nature, Apart from the trde
carried on through caravans, there vers axchange of dijfematic
missions bDetveen Russin and the Omtyal Asten Khamates of Kaiva
and Bulhara, The rdlationship get further strangthened during
the seventemth cmtuxy vhim nany Usbek pessants, traders and |
artisans settled down in Sibaria with the hdlp of Russian
m«mmﬁ? However, trding caravans opemating between Russia
and the Cantmal Asian Khanates faced seriows prodlems as these
were frequatly intrrupted by the nomsdic and swmi.nomwdic

tribes of Kasalkh steppes, These tyibes, for long, had bemn &
source of trouble !‘Qr Rssians in ﬁh&r border arm, They not
only disturbel trude Detween Mussia and the Khanates but also
und %0 sd)) Russian captives into slavery, In order to ovarcoms
thess problems, Russians decided to ospture this ares and bring
Lt mier thelr strict sdntnistmtive oontral in the eightemth
centuzy, - The posstbility of opming the rich Kasaih land for
Fussian ssttlesents vas sn added attmction, By the middle of
the ninstemth cantury the Rumssian tryoops, after many militayy
opsratiions, had largely ard effectivaly ococupled the Kazaid steppes,

@ n. hmk’ l!. *‘ p. 33'.
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This put Bussts in direct physicl Contsct vith the Central

Asian Kunates, Zven after the gonquest of the Kasalh steppes,
the provien of the disturbed boxier continued o persist, Thowgh
ailitarily the ragion had been conquered, but, it vas very
attﬁaaﬁ to kesp Easadh nomsds wxier control as they recognised
no extemal authority except that of thelr own tribel chiefs,

They continued thelr raids and disebelience and wsed to f16s aoross
the boxder %o the Khanates fer prelection, The Khanates,

because of thelr ethnic, miigious and culturel sffinities with
the Kaxalhs, were more sympathetie %o then than to the Russians,
Thus, the probl e of {nsecure ani instable border continued, Few ,
thelr furither advance into the Khanates "in ssarch ef a statle
bonder 1ine was quite inevitable, 27 Britain, sitting vemy cdose
to the region &n 4ts Indian mplre, started takdng kem poiitical
and omnercial intsrest in Central isia during the middle of

the ninetemth amtury, This nade the Russians reslise the
strategic and paliticsl significance of the region, Apast from
poiitical and military Smportance the region had wide sconomic
tnportance ss well,

27 6, wheder, Aaviet Camtaml Aste (London, 1964, p. 53
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e need for eatablishing nevw markets for the premotion
of Russian eapitalist Srude fomed the maln yemson for the
sonquest of Centaa) Asta.® Russta mtered the capitalist
phase of hor histoxy in the middle of the ninetemth omtury,
However, the Russian bourgesisie smpure to other capltalist
countries of Europs, was very wenk and cold not support the
‘intensive’ expansion of capitalise, Se the Russian eapitalists
had to Jook for the possibilitiss of *extensive' sxpansion of
aapitalism, The Bussian defeat in Crimen closed the yossidbility
of aoquiring avy nw territories in Bumps, It left thes with
the only possibility of sxpansion in OSmtml Mhs;m al ready
an important market for the surfiue prducts of Russian 1ight -
tndwtyy and an impordent souroe of supidy of rav cotten for the
most important industyy of Russis,

Bafore the oivil var Rusgia was g etting cotton from
imorica, The supriies got disrupted after the war and Centml
Asla aseumed an increased importance as sn sltemative scurce ef
supily, Regarding the second lmportant eeoncwioc advantage of
sequiring this regicon Balarunburg, & noted man of those days vhe
hald important assigments in the Kintstsy of Yinance, wvrots

*the Ruropmn market is closed te the Rumsian manufactured articlew

- .;l :}ﬂnd by N,A, Thalfin cited in R R, shamm, n, 10,
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doe to the coupatition of almoat every stutse in this region, as
such villy-nilly Bobsia has to tum to the Asian comtries for
marketing Ats produsts,*® Eoonomic ontycl over Centml Asis
thus, beomme 'a historical necessity’ for Russian capitalimm, ¥
Enoouraged by s vhale set of objsctives the nesd fora
secure frontier, the fear of the British aggressive designs,
silitaxy glozy and the economic necessitys imperial Russis declded
to conguer the megion during the middle of the 19th eentury,
The econamic objectives of the Rwsian congqusst have besms sither
over or wder erhasised by various schalars and it has mised
interesting controversies vhich nesd a sepurats discussion, A
stuly of the nature of sooncmic changes introducst by the Bussian
conquerors in this vegion would more effectively bring out thelr
basic objeotives, At the sams time & detatled stuly of the
various stages and ans of Russian conquest of the ares s
beyond the scops of the prasmnt st¥ly. In short, though, Auesians
had started thelr offorts in s direction as saxly as 1879 but
did not get much success wntil 1855 when aftor the defend in the

% As eited Sn R, Valdayanath, n, 6, p, .
¥ P X, Lyashohenko, 8, 19, P 355
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Crimean War the Tsarist goverment Took up. the task of
eonguering Centwl Asia more ssrisusly, Huasia captured three
fmporkant aities of Cemtrvd Asing Amiie.Ata; Turkestan snd
 Chdmkent in 186%,3' Tashkent one of the nost faportant cities
of the reglon was conguersd in 1865,32 gSome other tmportant
$laces as Mhodzet, Um.Tube, Dahizak and Yangi-Kurgen were
_eaptured in 1866, Smmariond was arnexed in 1868, Xhiva was.
‘subjugated in the caspeign of 1873, The battls of Gost.Tepe

in 1881 resulted in the defet of Turimen trids and the capluring
of the Trans.Casplan region, ZThe caphuring of Nery and Kushika
in 1885 completed the Mussian conquest of Centrad Asta, 33 me
 Russisn imperial designs were achieved by subjugating the
antire vegion within a shoxt period of tventy years, I¢ gshows
that militarily the conquest of Centrm) Asia for the Russian

vas an easy task, The Russian amy 4id not face much resistance
as Centml Asien pecple ware inexpsriencod in modem war.fare
and hat only primitive wenpons, Oouried with this, thay had

no oo.ordination smong thensedves and did not overlook thely

3‘ R. vmwt n, 6" ’0 _9«._

R Inia,

33 G, Whedler, Jh
(London, 1964
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mutusl differmces and conflicting interests, Cansequently,
the militazy opemtion in Centml Asia betwesn 18M7 and 1873
cuused Russians only & few mmnnn with four hundred
porsons ded amd 1600 injured, P Attervards the mimte of
Pultiam and the Khanate of hiwva vere reduced in size and

vers given the status of vassal states, The Khans of the
statos had %o surrander tholy right to corduct forzelgn
relatims wvhich, now, was the prerogative of the Risaian
government, They had to agres to keep Russian pelities)l agmts
in thelr territories, Moreover, the Khans wers made te g rant
spacial trede concessions te the Fussians in thdr gtates,

The territory of the Khanate of Xokand was antirely incorpomted
inte the Mgsisn espdre, Mhis nevly acquired state wvas kept
under the contro) of & Govemor GCaemd of Iurkestsn, The
Khanates of Khivs and Budhare slthoigh remsined mder the
oversll supsrvisian of the Covemor-Gensnld of Turkestan yet,
these fdl outside 'his direct administative urisdiction,

and retained 2 sepamie independant status, after bringing
under conjlete contol en foreign affalrs and trads; the

* Ib&d.g Pa ’0‘ ‘
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Tsarist goverrment felleved the pelicy of non.interferecs in
the intemal affalrs of the states, e peole of Central
Asia dtd not remct much to the Ragsian take over of thelr
region, A8 mentioned earilier, the concept of nation or
nationality had 1ittle meaning te them at that time, Moreover,
Russian presence wvas not comiletaly minown te thee and there
vas hanily any poplar resson t0 milly around and to oppose
thelr preamoe afber the militaxy comquest,

In gmenal, the Tsarist adeinistmtion, did net
interfers much with the basic soolul cultuml and puiiticel
institutions ef the region, Russian capitalists, howvever, did
introduce stme important economic changes, |

The flzet imporbant economic effect of the conguest of
the region was, throving it epen for eclonization by the
Russiuns, Though initislly omly the Cossacks wers settied in
the arsa dus te stmteglc and sesurity comsid srations, but
later on, the mm“ttm n‘win‘mt. became sssentially »
paksant novenent and iti ‘ob:’éctivn ‘were painly sconomic, In
1861, vhen the Hwatan wuuu wers mancipated theyy wvere
given tiny plets of land in sxchange for a henvy rwnscm, The
weconamic nature of the mﬁ holdings and 'm%}nfgu of
large scals suml waileymmmt due te a general inorsase in
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poplation resulted in discontentment and revoluticnary ferver
among the Cmtisl Russian pessants, In oxer to overceme this
economic difficuity that createl a palitically exglosive |
situmiion, the Pussian goverment started ancoumging ths vk
and econosleally tmgoverished mections of the Rustan
peasantyy to wnd extake mmuti.m by sstting on new lands,
"' Besides, §t was through thess ussian settlers that the

- govemment gould more sasily consoiidate Lts milltazy galre

" in the reglon of total strungers whese leyalities to the
Rusaian regine were alwnys daubt i,

‘fhe influx of tho Russian Dessants into Turkestan

inevitably led to & large saule confiscation of land firm
the indiganous popuiation, 2he first pumsant gottlers,
consisting of nemdy 242 fumllies froem Central Russis, celenised
the Semiveshie SWIAat of Torkestan in 4868, The nwmber of
peasant scbtlem rose Uo 15,000 persons in 1882 and to 3,000
v 1859.5 Arowst 1791 more fumilies arrived in the province
~ between 1891-92, fHyn-Dazys and the Fargana gilagis vers also
epmed to the Ruwstian pemsantzy at‘ber 1903, wumm,

38 R. Widayanath, n, 6, . 9.
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Ssmariand and Fargans ollagks becme densdy popdlated due
tothe incoming of the imnigrunts Yy the early ymrs of the
tvmtieth cantury, The tetal number of the pessant houseiolds
in this ares was 852,912 of which the immigrant hovseholds
constitutel 16,257, P e total ares under ovitivation smounted
te 2,602,691 desgyating, out of whigh the non.native pesants
had 179,315 dessyating, ¥ The averugs stse of the land holding
of an fsmigrant agricultural household was estimated to de 10,8
dessysting in 1916 a» ageinst the native howseholds with only
2.9 deagyating of 21, B my 1915, the geverment had slloted
about 3,963,000 dessyating of 1and to the Russisn peasants in
the Semirechie ghlaat only. P e Russtan popdlation in
Turkestan was estimated by the last Govemor Genersl to be
7.5 per ot of the total mmmm.‘*

The natives, vho haxily objected to the militayy
seixure of the reglon, strongly opposel this large scale
confiscation of land from the indigmous popfation, The
natures of resntaent vas nore ssrious in areas of sedentayy

R R, Shama, n, 10, p, 1h,
Inie,

Ina,

R, Valdayamath, n, 6, p, b1,
R,R, Shama, n, 10, ». 6,

E¥ By W
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popfiantion than those inhabited Yy nomads, 'The resentamt

vas notad uzlmxy even: by the Palen Cemmission which
concluded that 13%t1le additional 1and cold be made available
for colonisation vithout arousing the hostility and resistance
of vm w.wu.‘" ﬁw«w, in areas, of namads the goverrment
tgmw the oppesition of the natives and effectively wvent
ahead with land confiscation, In maly jaces almost the entire
laxd had bemn taken over fram the nomeds in the firet decade
of the presmt cetury, Due %o this land confiscation dyive,
the nowads, whe inoreasingly fallel to find pastures for thely
catile, bagan o &ie out of shesr starvation, It is estimeted
that betwem 1902.7 the Kirgic ponilation fdl) bty seven per
cent and almost twanty per cent of thelr cattle am.“""

The second major sconomic impact of the conquest vas
the emphasis laid by Russia on the expansion of arés under
cotton oultivation, GSoon after the military venture, the
Russian joverment started devaloping and sxjioiting the
sconmmic resources of this region, Settlment of the suriive
and discontendel pmsant pojllation Ln the region vas one such

% K, Palen, Kiasion Sa Turkestan (Landen, 96N,
M2 R Vaidayanath, n, 6, p, b1,
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effort, COgeving more cetton in the reglon te meet the
lm:maﬁmv need of v natertal for Rwsian cotton induwtay
was another, The region wvas Mnown for fts cottom cultivation
dnoe ancient timasg though the quality of cetten grewn in the
ares was not very high, Long beferve the Russtan conguest,

the reglon had bewmn experting waw cotton and cotton yam te
Russia, IS has been estimatel that mbout two-thim ef the
total wolume of Lts trwie with Ruesia corsinted of cotten
npoﬁ.":’ After the disruption of cotton imports from Amaerios,
Russia started developing this region &s an altemative source
of cotton, and convertel 1% into & 'cotton colony’ of Russtan
capitalimm, for the same reason it vas alse called the land

of ‘wiite gold', Hece, the victory over Centyal :3ia Decame
largdly a capitalist colonial conquest,

In 4868, the cotton expert from Central isis te Russia
vas enly 873,000 noods™" vhich grev %o 4,960,000 tn 1900 sm
to 13,697,000 2008 1n 1913.%% Me smertoan variety of cetten
vas introduced in this reghen in 1880s. It soon became very
poplar a8 the yam preducel hy this variety of cotton was

b3 ghama, n, 10, p. WO,
W M - the Restan wvelghing meusurs 4 el ent
to 10,8 kg, o

"5 ?.1. Lyllhﬁmk&. n, ﬂ' P %6
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shrongsar and was mors ussfil for large-scule textile manufac.
turing, The acreags wier getton cuitiwation incroasel

from 41,1 thousand to 541,9 thousand dessyatins ef land
during 18851915, By 1911-12, 52 per cent of the total
Rupsian nesds of cottom for the textile inlustyy was belng
met by the Cetml asian eotton, THe figure grev to 70 per
cent in 1915 and e 73 per omt ty 1916,

However, it is important te note that this geeml
incraase in cotten cultivation was wequally distriduted over
the thres Cantral Asian states, Turkestan in general and its
Fargans Valley in mrticular cowld essily claim the bigget
share, The Fargana ghlast alone had nearly half of the entire
cotton growing ares of Cmtyad Asta, The eitirs culitivated
aren in the gilant wvas wnder cotton orop in 1915-16."8 The
Paxrgana Valley preduced about 1,015,687 poeds of cotton ¢n
1892, 1,800,000 yeods in 1894 and the preduction tnoresed te
3,896,000 pooads in 1900, lyshohenks states that the cotton

Ibid., p. 611,

Ehame, n, 10, 2, 8.

P.I, Lyshchake, n, 19, D, 47,
¥, Holdsworth, n, 1, ». 2,
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output in this one ollaat alene sccwmmted for neaddy 80 per
ot of the total preduction of Centmd Asia,® Muis 168 te
an wob.awahiud one-grep economy in Turkestan snd it
becwn® comietdy depaient on Russis for its food grain
gequd. raments, | | |

‘Ootton production incresed considersbly in Bulhars
and Khiva a8 well but, $tdd nes devealop into the Mnd of
‘overespeoialisationt that Fargana had arrived at, Tetal
produotion of cotton in Bulhare fncressed frem 410,000 moods
annually in 1880 %o 1,399,099 in 1890 & 2,624,000 pends in

. 1915, fhiva produced 50,000 Zeoda of cotten in 1885, it

“reached 600000 Zenda in 191077 Just 11Ke Pargans cotton was

~ the xost valuatle product of Bukiare and Khiva, contributing
reaTly mmﬁuﬁh ef the total value of sxport frex euch of
thene otate to Rsia, 2 Hewever, the merican variety of
cotton that conrletely rerinced the native variety 1y 191h in
ﬁurMm.mm&' not supflant the latter in Bukham and Khiwe,
Bukham gontinued t o grov almost exclusivaly the pative
varistie of cotton t111 191k vhen American cotton begen te

50 s cited in Valdaysnats, n. 6, p. V5.
B ¢ Beoker, n, 20, p. 183, Holdswoxth n, 1, p, 20-26,

92  Ind,
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autn pomrttr in the arsm, “he popiarity of the m
| variety storted a 1i%%le early in the othor Khanate, In.
Khiva, it beome popudar during f-ha late yers of 18908 and

w 91k ubom tvonthind of the tetal cultivated ares had
uMy oome wiler this, 53 Not only thut the Xhanates wers
slover in ploking up commeveially more viable varieties,

these did not even pay enough eStenticn to cotton eultivation
in thelr arens, Onrly five Dar cent of the total owltivadle
lend vas under cotton in Bulbamm in the first decsde of the
o pmum centuyy, vhereas, 50 por cant of the total cultivated
}rﬁd'vu mising grein, Bren the Zamfohen Valley which sccou.
pted for about B0 per cent of the total cotton production ef
Bukhare s devoted 40 per cmt of Lts evitivated ares to

wheat, and only 25 per cent to th?" According to Paklen's
stizates the total amble 1w in Bukhare was 2,900,000
dessyating, of wilch 986,000 dessyatins, sccounting for 3 per
sent, vers under vheat, and enly 75,000 dessyatins, 1.0, 2,6
per omt of total cultivated 1and was devoted to ecttom

g3 ,Bwko% ko ratis Ddetvewn American
- ive wam%tm vt sotton produstion in Sudarm
, in 913 wes 13 <~. (e Mmerican variety accomted
for 2,000 dessyatine ¢f land uh:u the native wariety
govered 60,000 enay;tm).

4 v vid., p. 188,
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cltivation,’” Ares under cottom eultivation coversd 10 per
cmt of the total sown ares in Khiva in 48808 and in ey
19908, Although, the arss wder cetton cultivation almost
Goubled by 1914 in the state bt evel then 44 covered only
16 per ot of the tolal amhle hnﬁ.’ Wisreas, in Fargana
Valley, by that time, the are wurder sotton cultivation was
about 6 to B psr ams of the tolal aruble 1and and in scme
parts of the Valley it was as high as 95 por cent,”7 The abeve
" mentioned figures show that beth in Bukhare and Ehiva vheat
continued te predominate both in sres wnder cultivation and
the size of harrest, inspite of the comparative inorense in
cetton production overie 1ast few yéars of the ninetemth
cantuxy and the early decades of the premt cntury, "Sulhamn
snd Rifwe unlike Turkestan resine sd.f.sufficient in foed
and for the most part ostton was reised Dy meall peasants as
a supiesentary souree of incame, mther than by speclealised
produoers, o5 | |

The aves wndey cotton olltivation incrcased without
any direct administrative compision, It was achieved mainly

Ivid,, ». 189,

Inid,

Vatdayanath, n, 6, p, b5,
8. Becker, n, 20, p. 183,
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through tax fncentives, credit policy, high prices, better
seeds, pest contrel and by apilying cther experimentel Ldess
in cultivation, The rise in the price ef cotton from W
Kopeks o b Boubles and 15 Kepeks was quite lucrative to the
pmanta.” e tax inomtives were also gliven to cotton
growers to enhanos cotton cx&ttnﬂmi. A large nmber of cotton
fims, banks and other credit institutions wers encouraged
to operate in the regicn, The local trading bourgeoise and
suall middie local men Haysl an importunt sole in advancing
the necessary cazital to mmall psasants for cotton groving,
The most important factor, which greatly sccelerated cotton
oultivation in the region, vas the introduction of modem
nears of communication and tyansportation, Transport of
Cmtral asian cotton to the industrial regions of Russia
would have been inpossible in the absmee of these,

It was & yrerequisite to develop the mearns of transport
and comnmicition in omer te exjlolit the sconomie resources
of the region, Untll the Ruawsian copquest the ares was
comiivtely taclated from the rest of the worid mainly due

e .
s

% B, Vaidayanath, n, 6, p, b5. n,
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to the absmoe of modem Lrarmport and occsmunication 1inke,
Big projects of rail.read constryotion began irmedfately
after the conquest of Centml Asta, The bullding of mil.
rouis was not only fmportant from economic point of view but
a1s0 had polittical and military significance, The initiative
for thls, therefore, came from the goverrment, The Russian
capitalist was yet not finding the boxier region securs for
investant, The initial efforts in bullding mall.road net.
work in Central Asta Degan in 1881, The Trens-Casplsn
Rajlvay vas campleted in 18864 later on &t was extended from
AmneDazys to Ssmcriand in 1888, The Trens<Sidberian line
linked this area wvith other parts of the mapire, The mont
fmportant mil 1ine was Tashkent-Orenmburg whieh gonnected
Fargana Valley wvith Knropssn Russia in 1505, Py 14915,
almost all lmportant cities of Central Asiam were linked by
milvays, With the conssiidation of"Hussian politiecal
control over Centml asia, the Auszisn privuts irnvestors fat
secure eough to invest thelr Gapiiel in the region, They
started showing ke interest in the develomaent of msourees
of Cantral Asta, 'The Rasian private suterprises vare |
irvesting money in warious projects by the end of the ninstes.
ath catury, Severnl projects of mil-rosd construction had
bew fihanced by the private snterprises by 1915, e
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Fargana and Bulhars rilvays wvers constructed mainly by
Ruszaian private mtarpr&n.ﬁo Prior to the mil.road
conatruction, roads for the tmngPort of passwgers and
nall vers also bulit, | '

The develoment of mesns of Stransiort and comminiestion
in %o region 1ed to quick and reglar movement of Centrel
Asian cotton to the Indwtriul centre of Russia, Heoe,
Cetyul Agia sssumed greater economic importance, The
colonisation of the area Yy the Russians, overmrhasis on
ootton groving, and incoming of the Aussian private aaplita)
in the region 1ad % some Important changes in the land

relations a8 wdl,

The Tsarist govarnuent ty an annoupoment in 1886
declared all land to be expropriatel; keeping in’mntonlty
with the lavws of Shariat, vhe land now baionged to the new
nilers, Afher gmeral selzure of all lend, the land under
us® vas distridbuted mmong the *actusl temants', The nomsds
ware also accoxied the right to sake we of the land vhich
vas already being used for grasing purposes, Unecocupied land

-

60 R, Valdaysmath, n, 6, p,
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vas declared surfius and was set aside for cilonial settle.
nents, However, later on, gost of the lund balonging teo
nomuds was also declared *‘surplus! and was acquired for the
same Durpose, The land that came wnder the houses and shops
eto, vas given to the ownery axi was Lreated a8 thelr private
hereditazy property, anges wem also introduced in yakf
1and holdings, some 1ega)l restrictions were imposed on thels
‘ownem, 61 |
The now armngeats in 1and tenure system 1ed te
the following two important changes in land reiations during
the Teaxist regines
(1)  the princiilo of hereditary private property inm land
wag ﬂ,uiy sstablished, The lad cowld now be sold
or bought frediy. It has bemn asasespged that Yy 1913
almont 90 per ot of the total Lrrigated land
becmme the property eof private m-n."a Lyshchenke
compents that thaough these changes in lard rights
the Russians Smnslanted ‘nev bourgeois agmrian
conditions' in the reghon,

61 - Ghama, n, 10, ». 10,

62 A,0, Park, Dolahsviae in Turkestan (N 95
s N atin | (lov York, 957),
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(14)  Another impoztant {mpeot of the changes introduced
vas the veakening of the trwiitional lend owning

class,

The Russians sussesdad 4n breaking the largs estete
of the feulal aristecmay by distributing lend sseng the
tactusl tenantst, However, wary soon, a new land owning
class energed vithin the native commwnity, Since the price
of land inovreased oonsiderably due %0 the estadiistment of
the princitie of privats property in landys 4t started getting
conoentrated in the hands of wvenlthy penide, They were
sither village usurare or traiers or sose sucowssfil famers
and in some cases tha mts of the old lended gantyy,

The new 1and owners called hays started introducing uw.tnin
rdations of profustion, e concentrution of land in s fov
hands was also the resiudt of ensy avallability of credits on
vory high mtes of interest, Unier ths system, the small
peusants were often mxioited by the local momey.lenders whoe
forced thes to asll their land whenever they face? any economic
difficuity or falled to pay the high interst raw.” Bince

63 Kcmhm. n. ak. p. 69, According to an official
figure ol per cant of the total peasant
%&umﬁu ganas Valley becans landiess as & res-
of sals or uortgngc of 1amd in Wb,
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famers vers genenily operating on & marginal basis such
casmlities bma quite common, The high price of cetton
also hdped orly the strongast group smong the te expand
thelr lent holdings, Ry the time of the reyolution, it has
bean estimated that big land.owners owning more than 10
dessyatins of 1and condtituted bardy ‘three per cent of the
total mml population but contralled about 32 per cent ef
the total amble land in Turketan e miad) e peasants
fomel the largest group of about 81 par et of the ruml
population and hdld only one~thid of the total eamlle land,
The averaze size of 1and holding of a middle peasant vas 1,1
to 3.7 dessyatins,®5 This stows that the mejorty of the
peasants in Turkestan vere small lani-holders wvho were
strugeling hard o kesp these small ots to thaselves,

| In Khtva, the privats Jand ewned Ly the Fhans and
other feuials acooumntal for two.thind of the total Lrrigated
aren, The stats and yanfs had about one-seventh and it was
only one-tenth of the total amble land that remained with
the peasants.’® In Buwham, 65 per cent of the total Lrrigated

&4 A.G, Pﬂ!‘k, n.52. P 93
65 Inid,

66 D, x’;mu_. Soelslise in Centrel asta (India, 1976),
P 226 '



land vas ovned by the trsiitional feulal lords sni 2b per cent
vas wder waafn.57 It shovs that fewlal relations ef
production were more daminant among the peasants of the
Khanates than smong thosse of Turkestan, The Zsazist govem.
ment sucoesded, to a great extent, in intadusing eapltalist
relations of production {n the GevamernGenemiship of
Turkssten through direct administrative measures,

The 1and revenue continued %o be the main source of
inome in Cntral Asia under the Tsarist regime, Howvever,
the traditional systes of land tenure was comiiicatel that
erated nany probless for the Tearxist goverrment in the easy
oollection of 1and revenus, Abolishing the old compiicated
systam, the Russians introduced & wniform and simiier system
both of lamd tenure and of taxation, There were 25 and 55
differant taxes lovied on peasants, in Khlve and Bulhare
respectivaly, A much sinpler system of taxation was sdopted
in Turkestan - ths aren under the direct aduinistrative
justsdiction of the Russian govermentf The trditional land
taxen; Khazai and Tpup, wore combined as one tax, The nomele
vere mqul red %0 pay Kibitka tax, This was a sort of tax
charged on per tent basis from each howehold, The Zalmt tex

67 Inid,
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on cattle vas abolished, However, a vide spread abuse and
corruption both on the part of native tax collectors and the

Rugsian officials prevailed,

Bfforts were made to impreve irrigation facilities
in Cmtyl Asia in oxder 29 explolit the economy mors
profitatly, There was abindant land {n Central Asta but
vithout Lrrgation, thus of no agricultural use, 4 nuwber
of ians, to improve land by enhancing irrigation, wers
fomulated but these achieved limited success, After bringing
$,800 dessyatins of new land under irrigation, the total
treigated aven reached the figure of 4,758,000 dessyatins ty
19103 of vhich Turkesten claimed 2,808,000 dessyatins,
Bulham 1,600,000 and ¥hiva had 350,000 dessyatins of
trrigated 10,5 Hovever, this large chunk of rmgated
iand coversd only 2,6 per camt of ths total area of Catral
Asia, Agricuiture remsined the main occcupion of Catml
Asian peorie sven during the Tsarist period, Nearly 80 per
cent of the total popdation was sgaged in agricudlturwl
pursuits in Turkestan, The percentage vas even higher in

68 ?;1. !ﬂm&m”’ n, 19' De m-.-f
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Budhars and Knlva vith 82 per cent snd 95 per ot of the
total population belng of sgriculturistsrespectivaly.’? e
pressure on scarce irrigated Jand was increasing during
the last decades of the ninstsanth century, Apsrt fram the
geneml increass in the population, the nmber of nomads,
wio weze sbhandoning thelr nmadic 1ife and vere setiling
down an Jani, vas stewilly inoressing,

he namadic popliation of Turkestan constituted
neavly 8% por ot of the total population in 867, Thelr
proyortion esme down te 47 per ot in 877 and on the e
of the Russian revolution they were not more than ¥ per cent
of its pam%m.” Similar changes vers taking rlace in
the Manates of Khiva and Bukhara, With the sdoption of
selmbtary :“uh and, d ue Yo other economlic changes, the

tmditionsl clan and tribal divisions among the nomads vere
becoming winportant, &l nev soclal stmtification bhased on

69 V. ¥, B‘m‘!’ s Lulinml fiatary of furkestan,
P 121,

70 Iuga,
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cccupations startel merging, he nev economic opportunities
pavel the vay for the eergmes of a class of woneyes
aristoomay. This now aristocracy started dasinating the
other socdial groups by virtus of Lits supsrior economic
position, It was through the that ths rodimetary capitalist
rdlations of producticn startel penstiating into the villages

of Catrl Asia,

The most tuportant effect of the Tsarist economic
policies was the change in the obisctives of productiom,
Enriisr agricuitural production in Cemtral Asta wvas mainly
for s f consumpbion, The inorease in cotton cuwitivation gave
rise to market oriented agricultural sconomy, Hivever, lamnge
production on capitalist basts did not take rlace ss hired
lahbour vas not being wed extensively, Althoigh the mongy
econony had Adearly amerged but the crop.sharing systes continued
to be daminent in Centml Asis, With the mergence of bourgeols
capitalist characteristics 4n lend rdations, the land was
gotting coneentrated in a fov hands, IR resulted in the loss
of 1and from the marginal famers and many saall indedted
pessants becsme conrfet@y landless,
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Infact, the peasants befors the revolution vere
suffering wder a dual oppreesion, The nevly developed
- capitalist rdlations and the traditional feulal structure
wxistel simiitaneouwly in the region, The peasants were
suffering from the cclonis)l capitalist class and thelr own
traditiona) fexial expioiters, There was graat resmtaemt
smong the native psasants against the large scale settiment
of Rwsians on the 20 oalied *surplus! Jand and on the land
that vas earlier waed Yy the nomads for grasing porposes,

The tax burien was vexy high, Kot only it 741 mainly
on the poor peasants, Lt was 50 to 15&‘5 per cent higher than
that levied upon the popudation ef Buropean Russia,’?

Under the military administmtion of the Tsarist Russis
bribexy and errupticn wvere wvide-aprexd, Mozt of 'ttu
sdninistrators appointed in Turkestan were generlly corrupt
and inafficient, The genersl discontentment acguired on
alaming proportion and law and oxder situation began to _

- deteriorate sverywhere, Bacause of the inoreasing landlessness

71 . xmn..m&am&mmw
(Rew York, 10U0); B 100,
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anong the psagants, food riots started Yy 191% 1, There
were di rect wum attacks by the native peasants on
Russian colonisers, These vere usually reported y the
Tearkst adninistrators as *‘orimes against lav and omer',
The situation becams very exmlosive "&n 1916, Although, the
isnadiste cinne of the revolt of 1916 was the call for
compiisory military service ﬁhnrwy the Cantwml Asians were
asked to ung bahind the fyont line whers Russisn soldiers
were fighting during the first wonrd war, yet, the undeniying
causes were more Amyortant, | |

To eondlule, the character of the redallion clearly
shows that the discontentuent was basically due to the
colonial policies of the regine, hersly, the natives had te
bear various sconomic Bardships, However, the restatancs
frem the native paasantxy against the ccionial and feudal
oppression was quite weak and wnorganised,
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Y
CHAPTHR 1X

IDXOLOGICAL BASLS OF THR AGRARLIAN REFOMME 1 A

The agrarian structurs ardd the gmern) oconditions ef
peasants of Cwitml Asta undervent redical change after the
revolution which estahlished the Bolshevik nle in Bussis,
These changs vers the outoone of a seriss of agrarian refoms
tntroduced in Centrel Asia, These 1ed to the total
trans fomation of the sgmrian relations,

The tem ‘agrarian refom’ Mesns any messure to slter
afmrian strusture for the improvesnt of agricultural
production and the relationship of peojle to the land, The
tom ‘land refom', sometines Used as Lts synonym, has &
narower moanings it refers only to 1and tenure refoms L.,
changes in the form of 1wnd evnership snd the tenency refoms,
Whereas ‘agmarian refom', a wider tem, encomPusses all land
taure refoms together with thoss redlated to other
institutionad structures of agrarian econmmy, such as, eredit,
taxation, educafion, conpPeratives, Lrrigation etc, The
ttypes of' agrarian refoms deped on the largmess or othen.
wise of the Lssues inwlved,

Heel for agmrian reforms 48 gnemlly fdit wvhen there
are great disparities tn,ine@d, wealth and pover within a
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given strcture, The inegumiities and monopoly contrel
" over land not only Arhibits the chances of sdf improvesent
for the psasants but prevents the adeption of improved
methods of production as wll, Mus, the basic purpose of
any agfarian refom is to check and reduce such fnequalities
and o fmprove the gensml agrarian infrastructurs in
oxder to snhance production, e sooialistic alm of agmarien
refom 1is to abolish “exptoitution of man by mang where no
one works for the profit of any other {ndividual bdut only
for hims.f and for the community st 1azge,*’

It te diffiocult to fomulate a ganerl theozy of
agrarian reforss bacauss sach of thess needs to bl:ﬁa&d
to the prevalent socio.ecoromic, ecultural, politieal and
bistorical situstion, Similanly, the purpose of & specific
refoms may wvawy dus to different pojitieal, social and
sconcmic veasons, It may, hovever, be pointed out that
these dimemgions of reality are not sxclusive and these do
overiap, An agrarian rafom, at a higher levd 18 primaxily
‘& political imsue, The pelitical purposes of asnﬂm |
refoms ars gaerally most decisive and vital, These, of

1 Bus sell) King, Land Rafom (London, %973}, p. 6,



66

course, are rdated tc the socio-econckic realities, e
1ot of the pwsants is improved and social oqmzty is
deanded with & viev o vin over thelr political suppert,
Thus, the sconcmic perforsance becomss & cruciel test of
thelr political 1esitimncy. 1% &s, therefors, sf vital
significance to suihasise that *fundsmntal to any analysis
of the problem of the Jand refem ia the fact thet it iz not
80 nuch an alministrative or even economic, as 1t is an
sssantially & politionl pmua."g

Hintorlieally, the Lasus of the ownership of land
alvays has maintained s close inter.depsndent relationship
vith politics, The particular typs of land tenure syste
conastituted & significant detaminemt of the pattem of
political power on the ons hand, uﬂ vaa supported snd
prepetuated by a specific pover structure on the other, The
sgrarian refoms are meant to modify the 'mtc basis of
palitics, The mtmdqumu of agrarian vefoms and of
politics Ls denper fn devajoping countries vhers agrarian
sconony has & significant rie to zlay, The fmportance of
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agrioulturs has declined drestically in the ecoromy of the
devalopet coumtries, oomsequently, &ts political signifiosnce
has also got reduced,

A basic and brosd aiteration in the agrarian structure
cannot be browght abdbout under priveate awsplices, In oxder
to be effective, the sgrarian refoms require not only
governomnt sponsorship but need to be vade otligatory s
wall, Horaover, the chenges wvissged through the refoms
have to be Umatic and replid, othervise they a rs boud to
De perfunctory and ineffectual®,3

All land refowm polietos in Russia were inseparably

Iinked with the Mamxist-L.aninist fdeciogy ufter the
revolution, Thus, in order to mdsmtand and analyse the
changes §n the agrarian set.up of the Soviet Central Asiag
1t i3 sssmntial to »dlate the proosss to the broader
theorstical framework of the Merxist-Lainist ideclogy. It
oan de shown that within the given political systes of the
niew Soviet state; it was required %o modemise not only
Lte Burmopsan parts but the folmer oclonies an well, The

3 Bung-mu tM.. lank BRafoon and. Politicx (Califomia,
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aianges wore wdll Manned and vall thought of, yﬁn baste
aspucts of the policy fomulation wers mainly twor

(1)
(1)

the Soviet nmationality poliay; and
the socialint agrarian programne,

Therafors, in the 1ight of ahove, it Deconss emsential
to understand arl comprehand the fullowing:

(1)

(1)

()

(iv)

(v}

That the agmuaen refoms in Soviet Central
Asia mder the nationality pelicy of the

- Sovist Union had bdecoms a Bistorical

necensity .
That the essential eaphasis of the nationality
policy wes on the princirie of saf.
detemination;

That the economic dimenaioms of the theory of
sdlf.detomination vere more mrhusised than
fts politionl parwmetaers;

hat throumgh the refoms the colorny.metropole
rlations vere glteored and were gemred

towaris equal opportunities for econcmie
growth; and |

hat the fom of the agmrian refoms in
Cmtral Asts was 1 accordance vith the
Soclaldstio modd,
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The nationality question becwme an impertant Lssue
in Russian politics in the beginning of the present century.
The Russian espire, vhich covered almost m-:t:ﬁz of the
total land surface of the vorid, had about hwndred different
nationalities belonging to different mces, ethinic groups,
languages and msgxm;" Howevsr, the Tsarist goverment
alvays pave the privilaged and special position oniy to the
&uaim; spocially so in its colenial regions, Therefors,
Fussia of thoss days was a 'prison of nations' mther than
s miitinationa) commonvealsh, The oppression of mationa)
minorities 1ed to the grovth of nationalist movements all
over the mupl e, INsstisfaction of the major m.m;m
nationalities against the Tsarist regime largddy contriduted
to the succsss of the revolution of 1917, Immediately after
the revolution, the cantrifugal tendencies vere very strong
smong the national minorities, The Bolsheviks had te confront
this difficult task of kesping together the diverse parts
of the eapire vhen Lenin assmed pover in Hovesber, 1917,
However, the Balsheviks were not unprepared to deil with the
provlen as they alrsady had devoted mough attention to this,

?;;gm!.ng to the Mrst A1 Ruwssian Census taken in
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The questions ralating to nationalimm vere wviddy
discussed smong the Bolsheviky, and the main thinkers of
this 1 sie were Lenin and Stalin, Jsccording to Maridim,
nationalise and the natioml state are the chamcteristios
of caphtalimm, vhich, at its later stage, are bound to
yigld to class Mivalries and to the intemational unity of
the proletartat,’ Mardsm, in princigte, ts irreconcilatle
with matfonalismy even 1f 18 4s in its *falrest’ and *purest’
from , Marcists advocated inter.nationalisms in jlace of
nationalise of any Wind,® Zven to accept the proposttion
that "under some clromstances the sconomic interssts of
a moclety could coinoide with Lte cultuml divisions, wes
ssmtially contrazy to the Narxist delosy®,” However,
this busie Marxist hostility of Rosa Luxemburg School, who
was the chief exponent of the orthodox Barxist views on the
nationality question, did net prevent Bevdn from recognising
the historieal legitimncy of the nationallity question in
Russia,

5 D, Boersher, Jha liolshavik snd. the Natianal folonial
Sueation (Paris, ©97).

6 V.1, Lenin, Collactad dargiks (Hosocow), Vol, VII,
» S, ' '

7 8, Pipes, Ihe Fomabion.of the Soviat linlon (Haxward
1970), 214 ed., D. 22, ¢
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e Jussians had éppmad&o tnnumerable nationalities
and had denled them thelr Lesitimate national clims, Lenin
declared that the only way of showing disapproval to the
Taarist policy of national oppression was by recognising the
mipnt of the oppressed peoilie to complete sd f-detemination,
In its absence it was not possidle to Hremk awvay from the
$13-reputed history of Tsariat period in the nationality
sthers, Lenin fat that Lt was only Wy ensuring oomylete
squality to all nationalities and by recognising the right of
sdif.detemination, the new regine could win the much needed
fuith of the non.Russian nutionalities for keeping the countiy
mvmur. After Lenin's reply te Fosa Luxesdburg's arzumentsy
the marxiats in geners) had started vealising the impaztance
of the national claims in certain aress,’ Marx himself had
favoured all those mational struggles vhich vere sbjective
carriers of progress, and opoesed the national movements of
those mations which carried objective reaction,'® 2o put 1t
differantly, the nationalist movements which could premots
Gmocratic devdiomment and thersly oould provide the comtitions

8 Lenin, Jalleckad sorks, Vol. VI, p, W0,

$  Lwin, "Critical Remarks on the National Questionv,
Sl ected Hozig, Vol, IX, pp. 17-51.

1 D, Besrsher, n, 5, p. 25.
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for the growth of an indepndet and socially revilutionaxy
working class vers resardad progressive movements, '
Marx and Mngles 4id net inclute the non.Buropsan
colonies in the category of the oppressed nations, Only the
oppressed naticnalities of Burope vere put under this categoyy,
Yor tham, the national and the colonial probles vere in no way
fdentical, The colenies fommed purdy cn econopic and not a
| politica) category for thﬁ." Lenin diisinat«l this
_ dtstinction betwesn the Burope/ nationalities and the colonies
in this regard, He stated that the national and colonial
proties were one, He erhasised that everywhere in the wond,
in Burope as wdll as in colonies, the nationalist nwnnﬁntsv
break the feudal oxer and bring bourgesis deceray that
prevides sultable atmospherw fer the growth of preletarian
socialim,’? put Lenin wmbiguously differentiatel betvesm
the national claima of the oppressed nations and of tha |
oppressing nathons, snd desanied the Tight of self-detemination
for the oppressed nations ondy.'3 Lenin's theory of sqf-

" zbid.. pb 2’ “.
42 ?.I Ioain
)

Ys Mnt. P 2 5,
13 Lentn, (nllected Moxi®, Vol. XVIIX, p, 36,
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#

' diemination cléanly supported the right of the eppressed
nationalitiens to compete political indepmdence which sould
ove. nean My vight to seceds, But, Lt wuld be wrong te
conclude that Lenin vanked o2 snoouragel disintegration of
the enphre, He made this quite dlearly saying, "we demard

fredion of secession for the oppreassed nations, not Decause
we dremm of sconmmic disintegration or because ve charish the

fdea) of smal) states, but on the contrazy we ars in favour

of 1avge states and the doser wnily and even the fusion of
nations it en & trdy demosmtic, tady intemational basis
vilch 1 fnomesivalle without the fresdam of secession®,

He fomulated this doctrine mainly to dwmy support for the
réyplutionazy strugzle aghinst the Tearist regine from the

Kast Bigopean states and from the Tearist colondal regions, He
strensdd the validity and ne«d of sdf.detemination during
the initial stages of soclalimm, Whereas, during the later
stages, he fimly Lelieved that sockalise would not only
abelish the presant division of puniding into snall mational
states though its policles of squal sconamic opportunities but
3 uﬁm proletariat class having common economic interests weuld

1+ Lein, OCol)acted Maxka, Vol. XVIIX, p, 38,



WltinetLy merge them into one,'¥ He, infact, had fim bope
that after socislist siato's approximation of oomilete freeiom
of secension the actual secession in pmctice would be veak
and mre, Put what happened in reality in Russia wvas contmay
te his expsctations, Soen after the revolution the precess

of disintegmtion startely yarious mations, previowly under
the Tearist regime siattad dmanding the sight to secede

undar this Goctrine of swLf.detemmination, Stalin came to
ansist Lhanin in order to redbuff thess separatist tendencies
prinarily woiosd Yy ths bourgeoisie of these nations, He
mphasised Lanin's eadier assertion that mght to self.
detemination cannot be vmmmom'."“ therever the

~ intareaats of mationdlity amd that of the proletariat conflicted

- the fomer had to yleld to the lakter, Hore to thig, Stalin

‘stressed the nesl %o view nationalisa essentially in its
gconomie perspective and stated that since the right to s f-
Getamination is not ungualified and wneconditional, in specific
cironmstances 4t eould sdsc be refused, ¥ gtalin, as the

"5 . Imtg VQI. XIV. P 3-»‘!0‘

Lenin, s Bght aof Xatione to Se).f Detsminakion
P 20, o o "

: 3. gtalin, Narda.and Naklonal Colonial. Queation
7 P &, ' ’



75

_ Commtesar of Nationalities Ployed a new role in this dlrection,
 He questioned the bonafide ef the peosile who dmanded the right,
He balieved that Lf this right vas desanded by and granted to
the bourgeoisie of a partioular nation Khan there vas every
Possibility of 4t being uked agatnst the interests of the
polatariats vhish would serve as an instraent of counter
revalution, T5 check these counter revolutionayy develoments
it wvas esgantinl that the right ghoild be accoried only tf
demanded by the proletariat of s mation, He further sddel that
since economic interests of the proletartat were Linked with
the soctalist state, therefors, there wvas no reason that under
» sockalist stste the prolatariat would demand such a right

of secession from the lhtq.‘s |

In these ciroumstances, it was wsential to prowe to

the masses of the non.Rusisian nmationalities "that emtral
‘prolstariat Rugsia s defending thelr interests snd thelr
intarests alanee, and this must be proved not m:.r ty
| rsorting to Yepressive memasures ngntait the colonisers and

the bourgeols nationaiists, — - — - -- but primarily bty a consistent
and well concelved aconomic policy.*'” The eaphasts on real

pravs

18 Im.g w. ”"700
9 Itta., » B2,
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" equality, particularly in economio tems, wmong the nations
;meofomx bscne the wssemos of the party policy of the
pationuiity probles, Therefors, the main objsctive of the
policy bhecims the liquidation of existing economic tnequalities
smong the nations, It was firmly balieved thut the dimination
of economic inequslitiss vorld make all bourgeolis nationalist
and sepamatist tendioncies disappmr,

In short, the Soviet nationality policy in prctioce
neant § -

1 §) inttial renunclation of all *claims® and rights over
notl.Fumsian nationalitien

i) recognition of the right of these mationalities to
exist amd to deelide o5 indepaient statesg |

$11) inststance on the formation of voluntazy politicel
and economic union of these nationalities with Ceatral
Russis, and finally;

Ly) to achieve economic squality among the nationaiities
without which national or political squmlity was
neaningl ees, .,

It wvas decided to mwu extra mte aid wd help
 to the hackward nationalities so that these cowld catoh up
with the more devaloped Cantwml Russisn regions,
e political scene in Central ASian vas very messy
for quite sone time after the Holsheviks came to powsr in
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Noveaber 1917, On.' the eve of the revolution the ides of
nation or nationality, as stated sariier, did not mean much

to the peorle of Central Asia, Whatever mationalist fedings
prevalled at that time wore mainly rdated to the econcmioc
nesds and were largdy devolid of any pulitical comprehension,
The luck of political comprahension was chisfly due to the
preval angs of mass L11literay {n Camtrl Asla.AbOUt ninedy.
oight per cent of the popdation was mltnﬁta and a class of
an intelligentsia hardly existed.Z The 'Ulems' was the only
organised Husiim party and this too, neither had much
popiarity among nor infiusnce on the masses, In the
beginning, even Ulama, G1d not seek any secession or palitioal
sutoncay for Central Asiang; it only desired cultursl
autonemy. 2! The peorle wio bDessme more active en the politieal
scene of Contral Asie {immediatdy after the fall of the
Tearist regime vers mainly fmmigrants, Although they
accounted for only sbout four pér omt of the total population
but facyed » key yole in the political situation, 2 mey

20 Ihe Bolahevik Bewelifion 917,323 (London)
3ol DD (v

2% lbld.g P 331
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svere sconomfcally betfer racel and politioally and culturally
more avare, Immediatdy after the February revolution s
‘Turkeston Committes’ vas fomed at Tashkent, Its members

- wers meinly officiala and supperters of the Provinoial
govenmmt, A Soviet of the vorkers and of soldiers Deputies
. was 380 fomed, DBoth these Dadies were exclusively of
famigrants in composition, However, the Bolsheviks' position
in Central Asia Defors the revolution wvas very weak, Among the
fov Communists present in the region, distinotion betwsan the
Bolsheviks and the Menshevils was hardly discemidble, The
et Congress of the Bolsheviks 4in this area wvas held in
June 1918 vith hardly forty ddegates on 15,23 e tnterets
of the Russian settlers in Cbtral Asia wers highly at stake
after the fall of the Twarist regime, In no case they vanted
that political power in this resion showld go into the hands
of the natives, Whereas, for the natives, the significance of
the revolution chtefly meant breakdown ef the Tmarist nie
which would sventually lead to the breakiown of the economio
exploftation by the Tsaxtst officlals, and the tamigrents,

But they thessdlves were not in a position to launch a
political oppesition ageinst the perpstustion of this economic
exploitation,
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in October 1917, the Taghkent Soviet succeesded in over-

throwing the Turkestan Coomittee vhich hud held pover in
Centra) 4sia dter the Febyuaxy rmlgxttcn. The Tashlant
Soviet, although supperted and repressnted the interests of
the Cantrl Asfun proletariatl in geersl, W, did not take
np the problens rdated to the natives nmuﬁay. fmong the
Central Asian proletariat the nmber of the natives vas
negligitle, his ocomparetive neglect of the interests of the
natives encouraged the miigo-political party Ulema to demand
avtencey for the Central Astans, The demand wvas ignored, |

| Within a fov weeks of Tashkent Seviet's -taking ever, the
comnunications betwem Nurope wd Ctrel Asia were seversd
off for ahout two yeavs, During this period the Bolsheviks
from Contra)l Rwsis could not provide any guidance or halp %o
the Turkestan Beviet, Neanvhile, the Turkestsn Seviet indulged
- 4n many excessss and Russian chauvinimm, They deviated, to
grat extent Crom the Lenin's Hationality policy., The unrep.
res mntative government of the Taghkent Soviet soon had to face
active opposition from the nutive bourgeoisie, In Decembder
1918, the oppesition fomed the Koland govemment, The
Tushkant governent faced ths challenge and after a severe
fighting, defeated Lits rival and captured Holani, The
oprosition's resistance to the nev regime nov took snether
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distorted tuim Yy starting Hammachi movesunt, The excesses
of the saxly unyepresentative geverment and the sacking ef
the Kokand govermmmt wsricm:m& eauses of this resentamt,
Communteaticn 1ines between Canbrel Russia and Centrad Asta
vere reatored in VY and new, the Ceminists were in a
better posktion to contivl the situation, The internal differ.
ences of the Iassachis and the welght of the Russian ams caused
the defeat of the moveaent, After the reswmption of the
1inks with the region the Balshevik leadership smended many
wrongs done by the Turkestan Seviet and that lowered the
popularity &F the Dammachis. After thelir defest, Turkestan
vas talien over effectively by the Bolsheviks, After soaetine,
Bukhare and Khiva vith the halp of the young Bulbaran and
the young Khivan partiss vere also taken over ty the
Bolshevi ke, |

Thus, it semms that in the context of Cantral Agia the
right to sslfdetoamination did not mean right to seceds, The
politica) oppesition or efforts in the dirvection of indepadent
sdlf mile vero suppressed with the hidlp of the Red Amy,
Horeover; since the desand for sdlfonde vas mainly reised by
the native m_uxxwtuh. the nom:mh wers not obliged te
sccept tt, The proietariats at that time were aimost non.
sxistent in Centmd Asia. The pelicy aspects were guided by
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the prectical necessity, Stalin frankly adeittel that "the
revolution in Centryel Russia is decmed without the assistance
of the berder regions shich abeund in v materials, fudd
snd food stuffs, w2 Likewins, “the border regions of Russis
in thelr tum are Lnevitably doomed to imperialist bondage
without the political, militaxy and erganisstional suppert eof
more developsl Centra) Russta®,2¥ Infact, s@f-determination
for ths penple of Ceantral asia apritied more int economic sense
rather than peliticsl, Bince the native proletariats whose
tgleins' or ‘dmmands’ could have been dinding on the Bolsheviks
ware almost non.existat 20 there was no guestion of thelr
exprossing uny desire for politieal indepedence, The s f-
detemimtion, thus, ooild only mean the abalition of all
nationad inequalities and the econmic privileges of the Russians
over the natives, The natives resent«l the economic privileges
of the Russion immigrants more than thelr political power,
The mistrust of the native tolling masses against the
Rusaians was removed shrough the pelicy of equal eoconomie

2‘. ﬁMtu, n, 15‘ P ?81»
25 Inta, s+ Ds 78,
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 oppertunities, 7This was the basie objective towards which
the Bolsheviks wers working after 1919 in Centnd Asis, Wien
in Oetober 1919, the Centml Coverment aprointed s Commission
to procest to Turkestan te clesr up the situstion there, in ne
uncertain tems it vas reninded that "he sdlf.d temination eof
the peories of Turkestan and ths abolition of wll national
insuality and all privileges of one mation greup over snother
constituted the foundation of ailthe policy of the Coviet
Goverrment of Tussia and serve an & gulding princislie in adl
the wvork of 14s organs,... Xt is only through such work that
the mistrunt of th2 nativs telling nasses of Tarketan for
the workers and peasants of Fussia, bred by amy years' dosina-
tion of Muzstan Tsarim, can be finally overoome,

| tne of the easentfial chamoteriatios of the Sovied
regine win dmoeratic emtriisation and praviding leadershipy
by the Bolsheviks at all levas, The regional political
interests wors subsrdinated %o that of all union interests,
he ain vas to promote the non.regional, non.national and
all wnion loyalities among the peoiie, It vas declded to

ful 1111 the aim mainly thyongh economic efferts, A ddean.cut

&‘ Lﬂtﬁ, N, 6' Yol. mv’ Ps 8"0‘1‘0
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policy in this direction was fomulated inWe 10th party
Congress which 1ald great eaghasis on rendering hdp to the
mational minemMties te smdicate thelr economic baclwmriness.
Conssquently, & well concelvel sconmmic pelicy for Sntral
Astie was fomulated to achieve politioca) and econmmioc
tntegration with Central Russis, Lanin bhad cautioned te be
more vigilent and carsfl in the case of Catral Agia, He
sald that buliding of sosialism in Seviet Hest tm'ﬁ
tgremter ialkst' po ompmamtivdy a ‘slever’ Lut more systematic
progess should be alopted, & Accordingly, the decal leaders
of the party were advined te be more ocsutioss and te fellev )
policy of gradually drawving the nmative pepulation into the
generad strem of secio-sconmmic chang oo,

In the early years of Seviet pewer, Lmin had pointed
out that economic mecmastruction was impessidle without s
somnd agricuitural dase., In 1906, Lenin had written, "y an
SETATAAN DIOETIIRS WO naan & definition of the gulding
princies of soctal dmocmtic pelicy en the sgrarian
question {,e,, Dolicy in ralation to agriculturs and the

ﬂ Lm. i Y 6, MO m. M “‘99.
28 Lenin, n, 6, Vel., XXXI, p. 5056,
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varlous classes, greups and sections of mmc.'a Thus,
Lenin viewed the agrurian question not only in mlation te
land and other productive forces but also with class rdations
in the comtxy side and vith the nature of soclety's
sconomie system a» ® vheles, Lenin, in his vorks, wxsmined
all the majer aspedts of agmrian rdlations, He studied
the question of 1and as the main mean of production in
agriciture, He ghowvel the face and yole of large scale
agricliturml production and the importance of machinery and
technion) progress for higher labeur preductivity in faming,
He, thus, outlined the vays for the socialist transformation
of agrariun rdations, |

Leints umﬂ:m ynﬁmo wvas hinged on the fdea of
forging an alliance betwesn the working class and the
o riing peasantzy, It was nesded net only for a comilete
viatory of the soolaliat revolution over the bourgeotis.
dmoorutic vevolution but alse for futurs economic reconste
mction wnder a socialist Qtatc.p Only this policy besed en
all slliance betwveen the prelstariat and the woriking peasantyzy

% Ibid,, Vol. VI, p. 109,
X

Lenin, "Two Mi.u of Seclal Democracy in the
g-gggnun Revolution®, Collgcted Nnrks, Vel, IX,
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coild only fit into the concrete historieal reality of
Russia where an w@mm majority of the p'eu:u vare
ag¥i ol turists, |

In his *April thesis’, Lenin arhasised the nesd tbr
agmrian resrganisation, the confiscation of all lands |
bdlonging to the Tearist :tatc, shurch or 1Mux¢t. as
being the enly maan of doing awy vith the sedieval nystes
" of Jand.ownership,>' The second suggestion vas to mationalise
all land in order to put & step on the attacks Lfrem the land.
ierds and the big dourgeoisie, and te take the revolution
~ tewnrds soclalist gaine, 32 His third majer suggestion in this
di rection was the nesd to organise faming on a larxge scale
basin, He demed it muuw for the future devaloment
of sgriculturg en :ochﬁnt 1&»«.3 The princizie of
co-opsmtive faming was highly stressed in oxder to achi eve
this goal, Lenin showed hev through the various foms of
co-operation the peusant massss would gradually sesiwilate
the 1des of soclalim, He vas avare of the fact that
ce.opsTation as such was net intrinsically soctslisti, and

T

3’ tﬂn' xmg’ vﬂn’ x' p. ”0‘
32 Ivid,, ». "91. ‘
33 Inte,, Yel. XX, p. Bh.
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that the eo.operatives in thassdives are no doubt collective
capitalist institutions,?® Pub he Delleved , vhan the state
pevwer passes from the hands of the bousgeoisis te those
of the prolstariet afler the revolution, the cosopsratives
sre.bound to preduce different results, Meresver, Lenin
fQ.t that this wvas the most acoessitle, sdvantagesus and
uderstaniatl.e way of gelng ever frow swall scsle tndividusl
faming bisel an private preperty and prisitive methols te
a large scal® collective fareing based en social Dreperty and
sdvanced Sechniques of preduction, 3

Lenin's doctrine and the analysis of the sgrarian
question vas based mainly upon Centradl Russian ruml oondi.
tions, ¥o atteph vas made to stuly the rurel canditions
of Cantral Asfa sepamtdy, Howsver, Lenin's anlysis of
the agrarien question as a whele previdad & specific broad
framovrork for the veconstruction of agriculture on soctalist
1ines in Centrad Asia,

Avart from squalising the econcmic rights of the

famigrants with the indigenows peocihe, the basic tenet

e d

™ Lenin, Idid., Vel. Az, p, Wa,

35 3.2. ‘annntm
Pmuu Pubuahm. Moscow, 1976), Vol,

n9~13
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of the party's soononic policy vas %0 diminetse the tridal.
patriarchal and feuda) rdations of production, snd to
meourge non.oaylitalist socie-economic devdlement in the
region, The structure of the thesrstical fremevork on the
‘eurrent tasks of the party in the national question* wvas
developsd throwgh the decisions of the 10th party Congress
held in March 1920,

Teo condiude, since agriculturs eccupied most impertent
position in the everall secie~sconomic set.up of Cantrl
Asfa, thersfore, any basic change in the sconomic structure
of the region required a mdical and rewslutiochary sltemtions
in its agrarian sector, ‘e agrerian refoms in Cmtral
Asia could sssentially be formulated in accerdance with the
above mntionad brosder socialistic agrerian preg reeme
ncoepted Yy the socialist atate of Russie,
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CHAPTER III
AGRARIAN REFORMS OF 1920s - A STEP FORWARD

As mentioned earlier, the level of political wnder-
standing among the people was very low and the concept of
nation or nationality was almost non.existent in Central Asia.
The revolution to the natix}es bésically meant the break-
down of the Russian hold over their leand and water resources,
The econamic parameters of the Bolshevik nationality policy -
which meant, among other things, redistribution and equali-
sation of the economic opportunities, thus acquired further
significance in the context of Central Asian reality, Cons-
equently, the liquidation of existing inequalities among
the immigrants and the natives became the prime objective of
the Soviet nationality policy immediately affer the revolution
in this region, Lenin had directed the Conmunists of
Turkestan in 1920, "o wipe out all traces of great Russlan
‘imperlalism and wage an Implacable struggle against world
hnperi.a:l.i.sm".1 He further added "in one way or another, by
onefs attitule or by concessions, it is necessary to compena
sate the non.Bussians for the lack of trust, for suspicion
and the insults to which bhe govemment of the fdominant
nation subjected them to in the past, n2

1 Lenin, Collected Works, Vol, XXX, p. 838.
2 . Ivid,, Vol, XXXVI, p, 608,
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The pelitical chass, that aress during the first twe
yours after the revelution, led te econmmic disintegration and
te the slamingly lwv level of agricultuml predustion,
Couled with this, the disruption of Srunspert linknges with
Camtoul Russia, the then majer supiiier of fosdgrains te
Centml Agia, caused vide spresd famine end starvaticn, In
exder %o morganiss the sconomic structure and te upift the
reglion aleng with achieving equnlity betwem the colenisers
and the natives, there wvas & need of special oﬂ‘nm for the
sradication of the patriarchal and faxial structures in the
econony .

e agrarian refoms became an important instrment for
achiieving these objestives, The steps in the direction were
taken in tve sheses during the 1920s, e, folloving are -
 of significani<in erder to comprehed the nesd, impect and

natyre of the refomsg
 §) the decline in agricuituml preduction and acute
ghoytage of food during the first two yeurs after

the victoxy of the Belsheviks, Dus o politiosl

uncertainity, breaking up ef linkages with Centrel

Bussia and the wrong pelitics of the early Belshaeviks

of Central Aslag
11) the setting up of the Turkestan Cseminsion in 19K and

the beginning of the economic resrganisation and
reconstructiong |
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111)  the liguidation of national Inequalities during the

£4r ot phase of the reformsy
iv) the eraifsation of the tribalepatriarchal snd feuial

relations of profustion duwring the sscond phese of

the peforms and finally,

v) the impeat of the reforms on produotion end sprorfsn
rolations,

Lend relgstyibution « the main objsative of the
roforms of tho era, ¥was not expected to solve all the problers
of sgriculture in Contreal Asia. But the Bolsheviks quite
rightly believed thst it would slear swvsy the patriarshal wnd
foulnl forms of esonory. Thus, it would eventually open the
way foxr the devalopmmt of cowoparative farming for the
butld sng of future agriculture on sosialistis lines, Ao sn
imrediate gain, 4t wonld fmprove the lot of the poo* pensantry,
The principle of cqmlim land tenure s escentislly s petiye
bourgeois principle, Lenin repestedly pointed out that
equalisel land tenuwre by itself, vithout a radfosl restruste
uring of agriculture along sccialist lines, oould not free
the poaasantery from poverty and humpar R Honethelass, the

8 Ivaa .y “th XX“’ Pe L858
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principle had brosf cupport suong the masses, therefore, the
Boldhoviks 418 not reject 4t in the paricd of transition to
scolaliem, |

Deoline in Agrioultural
I8 Sy YOurs eTtar

PFodustion

[ #

Dux in;
[ e ‘

Already baokverd and low produativity level of agrimle
ture furthor declined to o dongerously lov level during the
ecrly yours aftexr the Oatodber Rewolution, The smrly sgrarian
lave of the Soviet Covernment had 1ittle offest in Centrsl
Asine For example, under the 'Desres on lLand+ of Novemder g,
1917 peivate ovnership of agricultural land wao aboliched and
it vas posepted that lend belonged to the tillwrs., Similsrly,
the *Fundamental 1lsv on the soclelizetion of lande gromulgated
on Fotwusry 19, 1918 vas cnacted to encourage the orgunisation
of the collooetive ferms. In reality, serfous efforts vere not
rade to diastribute land among sotusl tillero till 1920, The
immiprants aontinucd and even in cowe cnses enhsnoed thelr
enorosohments on the native lanfs. The Twrkestan government
vas o silent ppeotator to thess new seirzures of lsnd.

Bwlzutak ropezted thot the Suroposn coloniste had destroysd,
at placos the entire Kishleke In 3920, snd hed gprropristed



32

thetr lends, The first desres on socialisation of land 1n
Iurkosan hof alresiy bem promulgsted In the yesr ipis.

But due to tho psculisr cendftions of thot period *it 1d

te the confiseation of land from the native populstion, and
ite trenofar to *sommmest or sriels of Bussisn fmmigraents,
often Kuleks, 7The lav of sozislization of lend becare a
rensoing instrument of colonisstion of Turkestan.*® The
esriier policfes of the Coviet regine effested In Turkestan
slgs contriduted to the dscline of arrimilture. She '
Turkestan povarnment lavied umbearadle taxes upon the notive
peasantry duwringy the pariod of var gcommunism, It even nsed
arwold foroes to oonfiscate the horvast, It m:cthar' allovwed
plunders and added to the miserioes of the natives *ly
permitting the Red gray contingants to live off ths lend.®
The natfonolisation of entirs cotton ndustry, during this
pxxricd, irrospsotive of its size and strusture covering even
‘eEall enterprisos with less then ten workers, proved counter
produstivae, me, no alternative messuroc vere avalleble

6

4 Ao ofted in A, Park, Bolshevism in Turkesten (New York,
1957}y Ds £98e ' '

B Zelkina, In R.B, Charme, Marxist Model of focial
chauga, Pe 89 ' '

P A .G, Psrk, D, 4, Pe 298,
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to manapge ihe nevly nationalised Industries In the given
situotion. Oimilerly, force! acquisition of sll available
stodk of cotton, including tose of poor farmers, through
deores of 1915 In Twrkestsn, adted to the cconomio hardehip
of the native ponsants, In addition to thess pegative
polioies of the governmant, the fights during the civil var
parfod, destrayod arops snd aompletely halted acrisultwral
prograns, These faotors siversely effected egricultural
Gevelopment to 2 great sxtent, Many peassntn left thelr
forms altogether and went fn sgarch of better opportunities
in other safer grens. Many others reduced their plented sres
% a minisum essential for their owvn mabsistence, Just in
tvo years, betwosn 1917-19, the cultivated arce declined from
8,878,404 arxres to 3,186,166 sores in Turkestan. It is
eotimatsd thot the number of peasant ferms declined by 13 per
esont o the a'ea;iis icn? shrank by over 25 par eent,® e fal)
in ogriculturol proSustion hed ootuslly started vith the
topginning of the First Yorld "er and it combinued till as
iate ne 1922 Iwring this perfod of seven years betvem
1915+22 the irrigated lond in Central Asis cawe down from

4 Ibsd *y Ps 208
g KKy @hax‘u, Ba 5, Ps 1038
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99348,900 sores to 5,386,800 asres, In Turkestan proper
to dosline vas from 6,533,400 sares to 3,212,800 sres.’
7he fall in tho total rrigated area vas to the tune of 84
per cent whish vas quite alarming. 0 Simlsxly, the 1ivestock
hnmw in this region also oame Covn from 18,819,402 hesds
of oettle In 3917 to only 6,555,940 osttlos in 1pes.il e
totol redustion tn livestosk population ty 10190 vas 5§ por
um‘h‘a

The insufficlient food grain production as & rosmlt of
spesfalised arop pattern comdined with the diwruption of
feporto frop Central Fusela during the timos of oivil war
sonsed extenaive faminos, By the vinter of 1919, cne half of
the populstion of Turkestan ves starving and at places
mtire villages hal disappecred beccuse the population either
414 or got soattered, The mpulat.znﬁ of tho villages had no
milk or meat end thefr industrios ware without agricultural

rov matergals,id

® Lyachohenko, In Charma, Be §, Ps 104+

10 Ibid,, Sherma, Ps 104.

11 Park, n. &, Ds 290,

12 Sherma, Ds 10y Pe 104.

13 Poxk, ne 44 ps 300 and Charma, n. 10, Pe 108,
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As o conoequense of prevailing poverty end stoxrvation,
tho cotton #wm@ of the Tepicn veroc corpelled to ratn_rn to
*the natwrsl form of cconcwy® 1.0., predustion for selfe
consurption, %This ccused a serfonos desline in ceotton
produastion, 7The psasants vero returning to the caltivakion
of fool crops, Hovever, the situatlion 418 not 1maw
eush inspite of this spontencons chift of the farms from
cotton cultivation to foof produstion. Oven after the end
of the olvil var vhen the Bolsheviks had 3 beticr control
over the region, the faominc conditions verec still provailing,.
Tho famine aituatim peroisted paxrtisularly in the yoers of
1020«21 end 1023, Hesrly half of the populstion f.e.,
400,000 poxcona, var stiil starving in Turkesten in maa.“

Undar these circumstances, the most fmportant and
. the mst ywrgent feed vas to Tevive agricultural produastion
oné to ahook its downwerd trend, he situstiog vhich arose
dus to totol lsok of porspestive and wpweparadmssb of the
oarly Dolshevik losders te deal with the rural situstion of
Centyol Anfs, was being smonded In 3520. A letiter of the

14 A Uralets, *Colod v Pergenc®, Isvostia, Mazah 20,
1023, 01t3 in A.C, Park, n.’m '
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gontral Comrittee of PFussisn Commmist Party (Aupgust, $920)
addressed to a1l erganisatione of the Communist Party of
Turkeaten atteaéad the need of *dasic changest in the
agrarisn struoture of the region. DBefore attempting soclslile
sation of agriculturs, messures hal to bo devised to check
disintegration of the srrioultural econowy. Efforts in this
Girestion started vith the eppointment of the Turkosten
Commicsion, end Yy the eyomomic unifisation of the region
under the Centrel Asaisn Esonomic Counoil.

ihe Beginning of the igonordo Recrganisatic

The Bed grey hed cleared the aprrosshéds to Turkestsn
by the end of 1919 Iy nov, the Soviet povernwent hat alse
strongly felt the need of *the cestablishmant of correst
rolations vith the people of Turkestanv, Ihe Central
povarneemt appointed o high pover commission on Turkestan in
Octaber 1019 by o joint resolution of the All.lussisn Central
Exsoutive Cormittes and the Council of the People’s
Cormissars. IThe purpose vas to clesr up political and econonio
situstion in Central Asia. The Turkestan Commission In Juns
4920 appointed onother special gommission to define
proaisely the primsry tack of the Communist Party In Turkesten.
She Corminoton maggested the following tvo important measures
on the mmia front
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1) that the land which hed beon either arbditrarily
sofzel by sottlers sinze the Zevolution or that
kopt aside for future settlemant by thes former
slmintotrators should be redistributed awong the
natives,

13)  the comminsion sloo recormenied thet 811 forper
pombers of the Tearist burecuorasy anti ths supporters
of feparialict polisies should be expelled from
Toxkestan. The party memberc . fanfostol with
solonialict mantality snd Crest Russien ohauvinten
vere glso demgnded to the uplwn&.“ 411 these
slemnts In the Bolshevik ranks and edminfstration
were parpetuaking fendal and colonisl exploitation
of the natives,

To these measures suggestod by the special commission,

Lenin effed that *in order to improve relotion betveen the

imefpronts and the natives the Russian Eulaks should be

enavgetionlly broken up evicted and mastered® .“ ihe polite.
buresu of Kussisn Cormmmist Party (Bolshevik) acsepted the
epecial cormissionts resommendations and Lenines suggestions,

i8 Ann Chukeen, *The Turkiston Commission®, Central
“Asiav.__Review, Vol. 1%, No. 3 (3964), ps 5o

18 ﬂxﬁ', ’Ft Be
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It alopted o resolution on Twrkosten on Jume 2o, 1920. The

rosolution conaetised the Partytc task in Turkestan., PFiox

to this the 10th party Congress, held in the beginning of

1920, hot aloo alopted s Fesolution calling on he party merbers

*to holp the people of the forper Tearist c¢olonico In eliming.

ting remaining injustises; to help them in cvery vay

possidle Lo provido themselves with usable lend necessary

for humen ax:stmc"w It vas deeided that ths funfiawental

- task of the party In Turkestan was %o put en i to the

paty farohal end fendal forms of wsonomy, but ss Lenin varned,

it vas not to bo asttempted fmmediatoly. In escordance with

the decssions of the Politburesn, before the roforms bogan,

more than thousand forme Tosrist sgents, polise snd other

pexvanto of the colonicers vere expeslled from Surkestsn.ig
’4th the sdoption of the Wew Eaonomic Polioy by

Central government, forced requisition of agrioultural

produse vas atondoncd fn Turkeston and other ports of the

comtry. Coupled vith it, tho sloption of the fixed tax in

kind paved the vey for emhanced sgrisultursl profuction in

bk g

18 V. Colofonikev, V., Coposlovsky, cenitnllist
Devslopment {l&amw, 1978}, D« 4 .
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Gentrel Asia, Eoonomio integration of Centrsl Asis vas
suggested In 19031 for o effestive sconomic plemming, It
meant that Bukhere and Edfva should slso come under the
dfrest jurisifotion of the Turkesten Cormiscion. The
euggoction vao not seoepted frmedfately, It was eftor a
lapse of tvo yesrs in 1923, vhen Joviet regime concolfdated
its hold ovar the region more effeatively, tho sconormis
uniffcation of the region could be achieved, The Central
Apton esonomic souneil was set up in Morob, 1923. It vas
responsible for the oversll munagemant of the csonomie sffeirs
of all tho three gress. An overall omtralized control over
the sgrisultural affaoirs of the country wes introBused
through o Peleral Gommittes for Agrerien Affairs controlloed
by the Peoplete Commissariat of Apridulture of the RSFIR end
later through the Coxmisseriat of isgriculture 1tself after
the formation of UOOR in 3923, The Federal Committes for
' Agrortan Affairs was the firet central government agency in
Cantral Aefla. It helped the local Sovist dodies in the

revival of agrioulture.
Isportant efforts to check the dovoveed trend of Gentrel

Asfeh agriculture end to oroate favouradble conditions for
its rovival vars Initicted in 1921. Efforts were being mole
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to restere the rach Gemaged Li¥igation systew sod deaisions
vere tskon to provide finsnailal snd teahniasl belp to the
native poasantry end to rovive sotton ounltivation. The lesd
ond water roforms undertaken during 198ie2d further helped
to put a stop to the Qisintepgration of the Central Asien
agricultwral esonory.,

ihe Lend wnd Vater Referms of §001.94

The lend roforms of the early phace vere mainly aimed
at clearing the colonisl romments fxom the srrariasn efonowy.
The Turkeston government passed s deoree In Maroh 1920 oo
lend, Under 1t the govarpment hod ordersd all the Semigronts
to roturn all land confiscated gfter tho revolution to their
former ovners, 7The Central Committse of the Commumiot Party
of Turkostsn on Jime 2¢, 1920 ssked all $ts members to put
oz end to the hostility betveen the Suroyesn and the notive
population, and to elimtnate the patriczchal end feuSsl
sarvivals. The gth Congress of the Soviets of Turkestsn,
in Septezber 1920, elaborated the referm measures snd destded
to go shaok vith their first phass, The Congress decifed to take
evay all lend from the Lfemiprant peasunts sefced gfier the
rewlt of 1916, It aboliched privete proparty 2n lond ond
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dirostod the redistribution of the nstionalised land, The
first riority was given to the lgpdless agricuitursl labourers
tmf to the shareecroppers in the distridution, %he tixn of
the cmall peasants came after thew., The rest of the lsnd
voe used to orgenise Coviet furmas, apricuitural dommumes,
organise Soviet farrs, oprisultural sommmes, artels and
aoeoparatives etse The right to cultivate land ves glven
only to sclf tillers, Buying,selling, wortpaping, loasing
out land o vatar woro stristly prohidited, The fsmiprant
poasants vare depxrived of all speaisl mivilepss ovar natives
in sharing the land or vater, Iho pessmnts persecgtad by the
Tesrist governrent vere rehabilftatel, PFurther mee
 immierotion in the territary of Turkesten, and any seizure of
the land of the nativos vere fordbidden,19

he deciaions of the Turkistan povernment were first
implemented in the Cemlechye gblast of Turkistan in 1931,
The conoentration of the colonizers was the g;uwl‘;ést in this
exea vhioh erestoed serious dislike and rosemtment asong the
natives sgainst the Fussian fsmigrunt poasants, Cyr«Darys snd

" N—— _

10 ReRe Shezma, Bie By Pe 108,
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perts of Pexrgena oblast followed Semiechya in the implemmn.
tation of roforms, %he reforms were Introfuced in other
oblasts euwsh as OSamsrkard, Turkmen and the remaining uess
of Fargna in 1922, Neerly 182 thousand desyetins of land,
assounting for about $18.5 por cent of the total cultivated
aros ¥are confissated in Fergena oblast., The figwe for
Syr De&xyn oblast vwae 150.5 housand daswatina.%

fhe naﬂy lend roforms were Introduced at a slow pase
$n Dukhere and Ehivs vhish come under full Soviet sontrol
| only in 1980, Morsover, the problem of the Rucsisn settlors
oscupying the land of natives was not very serious in thooe
Ehanates., 7he Central Rewolutionsry Cormittec of the Bukhexn
Bationsl Sosinlist Ropublic issued o *Decres on 1lspds on
Feltusry 2, 1932. Through the deares the Dukhern goverament
ordered the nationalfsation of land, vater, forosts and
othee nstural rosowrces, & further otder wse issued to
confissate the Dmirate lend, wagl ladd end lend belonging to
the lerge land ovners 1.,0., the milk Jand, It vas Geolded
to rofifstribute the confissated lsnd amonp the lendless end
poor pessants, However, the aotual fsplementation of the Dearse

m Ib’ﬂ-, pi ’.ﬁs'
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wos eithcer vary slov o remained just on paper. Most of the
nationalised lend remained In the possession of & few larpe
ovners Gue to political favouritise snd wide gpresd evesion
of the Gesree,®d

In all, during the courss of implementation of the
raforms, a total of about 48,700 deswating of laﬂd vae
roiistridbuted arong the native peasants of Turkestsn, About
0084 large farma vere given to tho peasants, The estonfard
unit of allotment wan betveen two to five dessyatins of lemd,
It varged from one gblast to enother A2

fhe feplemsntation of the reforms suffored from some
sarfous wistakes committed by its exssuters. For example;
{1) enough sgricultwral equipments, seeds and draught
animals vere not Gistributed along vwith the land as these
were in esute shortzge, The poor peasants, after soquiring
lend under the reforms, hed no source of getting the
required implements and the other neoessities, 7Thus, they
wers eithor unable to meke use of the land for want of
neaesssyy equipments ota. or vere forael to hod over their

81 Park, ne 4, De 327,
82 V. Solofonikov, V. Bogoslovsky, n. 18, Pe 49.



ehare of land to the beys and imeigrsnt Enleks  end
themoelves varked oo shsreearoppersy (41) the oonfiscated lend
¥as not given straight to the individual peasants, It vae
handled over to tribsl ond corramal wnits for further disposition
amontg the poasantas, Thr tribal ohilefs In mony sasen either
utilised 1t for their own denefit or distributed Lt without
observing the Sovict lovs on the labour basis of land temuro,
Therofors, the fruits of lsnd reforms failed to Feash the
noneRussisn masses properly.

To put Central 4simn agriculture on o strong footing,
sotiing dm of tho nomeiis was neonsﬁ'yg The reodlon
roguirel serious attention of the governrent, A4lthough
Turkmens had started ssttling on lsnd mush before the Fevolue
tion but nomadism still persicted gwong the Kirghiz, The Tslk
snd the Turkeston esonomic counofl were devicing a workesdle
tystém of land tenure for the nomedis population of Central
Asla. The Hoviet Covernment trunsferrod the farm stesdes mnd
agrioultural implenets of the Russian fwmmigrsnts to Kirghis
nowel e in Semiechya region during the land reforms of 1081,
It ven hoped that thay would settle down on the ferms end
give up mmdic'vw of 1ife. But the per settlers vorked
on the land only for a vinter season and egain . laft their
spricultural ficlds In sumwer In sesroh of nov pastures for
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thesr sattles, PKajority of them continued roaming about
vith thefir herds until the collootivisation.

Vater reforms, during the first phase of the agrisule
turel reforms sonstituted, mainly, the regularisation of
the existing procedures and notms for vater allooation. The
purpose vas elso % do smay with the cosmon abuses such as
dridery and favouritissm ete. in the distribdution of vater.
The wster statutes of Turkestan government, ensoted n
Fetrusry, 192t snd In 1922, created a legal bass to cumd
these malpractices. Ihtough theazs ensctments vater ves mle
atote property. These farbale the sepration of the use of
vater fyom that of the land vwhich 1t Lxrigated. Tho water
codes defined the individualés right to Arrigational vetex,
The ripht vos restristed to its ¢lgbour uset only.

To meke the reforms a success and to avold the une
of forae, efforts veare mfie to educate the wasses, end to
oxposo them to the purposs and osope of tho reforms, Spesial
oxpeditions of party vorkers vere dispatched bty the regionsl
government , A Central Party Commicsion® vas spesially
oroatod to supervise the work on lsnd reforms, Soch somnile
ssions vere oreated at oblast, ues end volost levels as vell,
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Confarencon of nsn-pa;tar peasants vere held to propugate

the scope snd usefulness of the Xeforms, Friedly assurcnoes,
not only at ﬁié party lovel dut sloo by the ‘mckesim
government, vcre given to the peopla. The Turkestsn
Commisaion stated $n Séptomber, 1031 that *lot Fuosien
- peasants olearly undcrotand that any talk of fuwrther
femipration 1s a counter revolutionsry fib, lLet every

dehksn stronply remewbor that fn future no unsuthorficed
grobbing vill be parmittsd ... vorking peasants, dehkens
stert vorking for tho rovival of your rufned agrioculture,
Thero 18 no roturn to the past, The rosd In front of you,
lasds to pecseful dsvelopoent and strempthening of asonomy® 28

In the final anslysis, the reforms of the first phase

hal strong politicel effest. It abolished the privileges of
the colonialist alements in the sphere of land ownership end
land use, 1t out ihe bonds of the Tsarist Lmperdalism and
trensformed the formsr golonies into economicslly veutonowsuss
Soviet republios, The Bolachevik Party md the Soviet
govornrant sucogeded In abolishing natfonol inoquality in the

23 Centre Ctate Archive, Tashkent USSR, Document No,
Fc- Pse 29, as aited !ﬁ B.Es Bmﬂn, Ne 105 Pe 107



agrfoultoral eoonory of Twrkestan, and had establiished
politicol teguilitriume, Ihe policy halpd) in making the
natives acoept the nov regimo and gave thenm reasonsble

ound to trust the intentions of the Coviet gpovernmont,

Ihe refores cleo helpad fn ¢eduscting® the native masses end
in charpaning their *soolal consafousnesst, Although, the
refores hed stwong politisal ifmplicetions but its economls
irpaot vas limited, It 432 not help mush iIn reorganising

tho agraricn relations swmg the notives, Ihe reforms vare
mainly o governmsntal reversal of the colonial policien of
the Tesrist regime, Despite oo muny Seareés end regulations
the principle of private propecty in land remained, Ihe
weasur o to 4ivide land had not effected the intereati of the
 native landlords, herefors, the reforms failed to generate
alees steuggle vithin the native soolety, A4 substantial
eeaticn of pensants vas still landless or had very 14ittlo
lend, Peuds) cnd eomiegupitalist exploftation still persisted
in the comtrysifs, At dest 4L can be uaid thot the roforms
only initisted the sheking up of the twelitional societys
statfs cinse long tiwe, The land reforms with & wider scope
sffooting the estutes of the loosl exploiters wers unfdertsken
daring the next phase during 1928.29. Similarly, the water
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roforms of tho era also 613 not attempt to reform the vate
rights of the poaszento; these only tried to remove the abuses
in the existing order,

 Lend_anf Vager Fefors

 of the Second Phase:

The 32th Congress of the Turkeostan Coviets Gecided
to sbolieh the estates end the explostation by the feudial
class of ths netives, ané to cuky the land reforms into the
predominently native sr¥eas., Ihe mejor chunk of oultfvsble
lend ves still in the Dands of the feudal loxds, It wes
sotimated thot more than 1/3 of the all arable sres in
Uzbekistsn was 1o a fev hands,?¢ he main obfestive of the
reforms of the ors vas the elivdnation of the medoivsl forws
of lend ovnerahip through natfonalisntion and the redistrie
butlon of land, Hovevar,K es msntiodod sbove, the equalised
land distridbution was not ab end fn itself for the Coolalist
governmnt of the Soviet Union. In feot, the weasures were
ueed to despon and ageravate the class struggle stone the
native peasantry. Sesondly, by hitting at the very roots of
the strength of the landlords f.s., confissation of their land
end wealth, they could be destroyol as a political, esonomic

24 E.R,. Sharem, BDe 5, Pe 1120
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enf socisl foroe In the villasges. 7Thus, in the second stege,
the xeforms vero aimed at despening ths bourgeois.demnaratis
revolution in the Central ieslsn villeges., Vithout reforms,
tha rovolution aould hove no effect in the Central Asien
Elshalks, However, the pwrpose wos not Just to set en
ganruley peansnt wgr apainst the landlords but to attain en
orgenised elimination of the feulal rexwnents from the

agror ian otrusture vithont offecting the asgrisultural profuastion
and, by protesting the other sgricultursl stcessoriss, Sheree
foro, the Joviet govarnment 414 not went to aot without
proper preparations, Beoessary srrangements and prepsration
hel to be mede before en sorganised sgreriesn rovolutiont
could de trought from sdove. Acting simply through force
vould have spoiled the wvhols work. 4 prolangel eduncational
vork vas required dn this dfrection, iIhe $dea of solzing
land from the rish lenf owners was completely alien to the
native poasantyy as the e@lass gsonsciousness oF alass gonfliot
bl not dospened among them, The lavs of the Sherist aleso
443 pvot allov the confiscafion of the private property of
cnother individusl without hio will, Sherefore, in the first
poseunt Teglionnl congrocs hold in 1917, it was decided thet
tho Congroess could not demund tho redfietribution of land
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agatnst the lavs of therfat.,’” Moreover, the ties betveen
the o were not only fendal but patrigrehsl es vell and
the hold of the beys and Mullas vero still very strong over
the native population. :

The preparations wore sleo nesded to rnise lesfers
ond organizers among the natives to get s sywpathetde
hearing iros the local population mnd to svod unnecessary
sowraion cnd highhandedness in pursuing the wogramme of
revolutionary rediotridution of land #nd property. A spesiel
soreission wae appointed to vork out the Getails of the
proposed roforms. 1t vas attsched directly to the Central
Comrittes of the 511 union Commniot Party. Stalin himself
was apong its membors, mh‘el.' important members were Kelinin,
Zelonsky and 3.0, Enukidee, The Commission presented fts
gropogals in October 1924. It datﬁm! the neture and extent
of the iroposed reforms snd gave detalled instrustions for
its exccution. 7The tactifsl directions vere given to minimise
destruction of agricultural woperty vhile maximising the
effectivensss of reforms 30

26 Be Zelkina, ofted In Sharms, n. 8, D Bhe

£6 Text in Zelenskiss rogu't to the plenesry session
of the Partyss Central islan Puresu. A 0. Perk,

Be 4y Pe 3V,
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The Soviet guthurities were helped by a peasant
organfication oolled Eoshohi tn getting peassntse suppors
for the refsrm prograrre, This mass organization of the
Jardlese end poor pessants was already working in the
direstion of land redistribution. Land reforms becams a
mjor jssue of Eoshohi programme aftor 1933, and it efopted
the slogsd of +full utflization of the exploiters land+ and
& complote reorganisation of the lund holdings, The Eoshahi
was aloo taking measuras basel on dfreat astion, It
sncomrgel the poasmpte to take avey land from the lendlords
foreidly and thus, helped in spreading class confliot and
9lass antegonisw among the peasants, The organisation enjoyed
the tantical spwroval of the government for *4llegal sefrurent
of land. Ihe popularity of Koshehi was inaressing among the
poasants, In Usbekistan {ts mexdership during the yeurs of
reform hed risen to 155,985 per sons, 27

The religion of the Central Asian peopls was slsp used
as an Instrument during thess weparastory years. Though
reiigicn as snoh vas attacked snd Indifference shown to it
by the Soviet authorities dat often Islamic lavs and tradfitions
weare ofted In support of redistribution.2® he Iolamie beltef

27 Shatma, u. 10, Ps 1106

28 Js Eunits, Dovn Over Samexrkand: The Redbirth of Central
Apte gwa
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that lend bolongs to those who work on it vas highdy
emphnsisd o suppart the Coviet prograrve of aprorisn
roforms. A group of Munlim devouts who spproved the lmd
yofores vas ugaﬁisaﬂ ani gent to the scommtryside to
porsusfie tho peasantry,

A statistisa) ob_nmzssm was appointed to collect
oll nosessary Information snd to Iing the statistioz) fipures
uap to date, Ly the onl of the yesr 102¢, & relisinury survay
of a1l land, agicultural imploments end of livestock haf
bean unertaken,

the aomplotion of the national delimitation progravme
in 1994 Further clearel grownds for the fntensification of
sompaien for redfctridbution of land. The national territorial
deliritation of Central Acta Iought fnto oxistence several naotle.
onal republico in plate of the former multinstional poiitical
entities of Twrkestsn, Fukhors and Khive. The formation of
the nov repudliss, antonomous oBlasts of Central nsia vas
formilly proolaimed on Ootoder 27, 1924. In the cource of the
$rplomentation of the deliwitation =mhome 885,900 2quare
kilomstres of territoyy having a population of 1,468,724 peroons
- of Contral Aola was celed to the Xazalkh AGSR; which accownted
for ons.fourth of $to tarritory anf 18+ por cent of its
population, The reot of the srea of Central Aeis vas divided
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among the Uzbek ond Turkmen CSRO, the Ted 3tk ASSR, ond the
Eirgiz and KarosKalpask Agtopomous oblaste, The Eirgiz
Autonomous oblast waa‘ glevated to the status of Autonomous
fepubliio In 4926. In 1026 the TeAik AGTR vasg sopsrated

from the Uzbek S0B end raised to the statue of a wnton
republic, The KargeKalpak Autonomous oblast eloveted to the
status of en sutonomous repudblic vas first Included vwithin the
BGPOR ond later, in 31936, once agein vas 'umataﬁ from 1t
and ves attached fo the Usbek 95K,

In Novesber 49085, the Comamist Party 8f Ugbekisten
demanfed mmedgate nationslisation of the lsnd end vater
Fesources of the republioc. The central exscutive committee
of Uzhekiotan In $ts cxtruordinery sessicn dearsed the demand
in the sowe yoor. Consegquently, all land, foresto, vater,
~end other natural resources vithin the confines of Urbekistan
~ G8E ware declared to be netional woperdy. Any futura purahase,
sale, oxohabge o mtﬁagt of ajrioultural proporty vas
forbidden, 7The pattern of redistridbution of the land wae
set by snother decres. Under the decree the expropristion of
the fallwmg categories of lend van ordereds |

1) complete sxpropriation of the farms c! nofe

| labouring or sboentee landlordss
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11) pertsal sefzure of land belonging to big
poasents, The size of farmes thot could de
rotained vos not wmiform for all reglions, It
dependad on tho value gnd produstivity of the
form land. Thus, the nerm varged in different
movinges and dietrisse,

111) The aspgrfoultural land belonging to Maslim
oultural end educetional institutions was
slso confisceted .

Land onder redfstribution ves slloted to pocr amd
londless aprioultural vorkare at the first plese; tenant
formers and m small holders came nm'm the azder, Ihe
familion of Rel arpy men, elected officials, tawhﬁn ad
government fusctionarice also benefitted frow tho refistrie
bution sahews, Lven the low renking clerias and smsll traders
vere taken cdte of 9 ‘

ihe fmplomentation of the reforms was taken up very
aosrefully. At first, thres provinoes of Pergana, Tathkent
snd Cemorkend were selested for the implomentation. These
a‘xoaﬂ ware taken up first besause class hostilities f' //

8y 4.C. Park, Be 4, DPe 337



bl ogeravated to a aonsiferable sxtent, and the Tequired

- organizotionsl netvork hal been created therein, The reform

work'éds, put off in tho resuining distriats of Ugbekisten,
formrly psrts of the Khiven and Bukharn Ehamstes, until
tho end of 1026. It vac done mainly dyo %o Inefeguate
[z sparstions and unsuiteble oiroumsbanzes, Trediticosl
lepders and pafriarehal patterns were still guits stveng In
these arean and olasy struggles hevdly visidble. In Surkhabe
Parye, Eashka-Dixys unt m‘&u, the three outlying wovinoes
of Usbehiotan where sntieSoviet feelings were quite strongs
phe reformn w#wn put Into prastioe only in the beginning of
1029, The apmmcies vhish caxvxied ont the sstunsl exeazution of
tho raforms were lend ond vater sormiscions, crosted by the
Eepublines Centrsl exeontive copnitiss in Deceuder, 19528.
The Commissioms conrioted eplmoot sxslusively of party
morber s speolally vith an over-vhelaing majority of aity
dvollerc. However, affarts wire mads to enlist pesmant
sooperotion at tho loaal lovel. Local Cormittsss of
Assistancer from among the psassnt population vere formed,
Bot in eress share mti-Uovist feelinss vere strong, 1%
vas 84fieule o pget lmoal peasants® eupport on &8 oush orens
they formsly refusel to pwtmm;ata in tho reform pTorramEme,
The most ALffioult task In front of the Soviet regime vas
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to vin aver the support and willing cowoperation of the
wdh poasentry, %*ic the middle peasant waes central
political and commnmie figure in the Uzhek villepge his

support vac essentisl to the mcoess of refore wmam.‘m
In faoe of his opposition it would have bosn impocsible

to make the reforms a sucaess., In the beginning the niidle
peasmnts vere quite api®chensivs of the Soviet dssigns.

Shey feared that the Soviet government whish Van sxpropriating
the bayst iland at thet time would rob evay their possessions
at a later stege, Tho povernoent hed to put in great efforts
in reassuring the middls peassnts that thefr property vould

" Temain intsot, It vos only after ropested sasuranses that
the middle pessentry storted taking pwrt In the work of
tCormitteen of Lssictancet, The coeoperation of the poor
peaasnts opricultural lobouwrers and tenant fermwrs was
ashieved vithout mush efforts, The only fesr thay haf apainst
tho reforms vas that in oass the govenrent 413 not fmploment
those serlously like wmny other eorlier decroos they vould
have to fase the wrath of the landlotda. In thot case they
would de deprived of their means of livelihood as a

"

20 J . Kwttz, N. 28, Ps 183»
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pmnishmnt for coeoperating with the government. Hovever,
vith tho Sntensified reform propaganda, the foor startsd
lovsing ground., '

By March 1926, sbout §6,630 peasnt households in
Usbekistan vere provided vith land taken from beye.5 Neerly
4,629 landed estates in Ugbekistan were confissated
sorpletely and sxoess lend vas taken avey frow 2,287 bey
fares, 32 In Gition to the confimatod land, plots vere
also distributed to 19,790 houssholds from nevly irrigated
govarnmont imﬁag.& About 556,685 deswating of ¥agf land
¥as apfropriated. In all, o land fund of about 21,855,643
fgsayatins from all courcos vas oreatcé A shere vw‘e ebout
+ 66,000 beneficigries of lend refores oonsisting mainly of
small and landless houssholds,3® Along vith the lamd, other
nedessary equipments suoh as livestook, seeds etd. ware also
protded by the government for moper utilization of sllotted

31 Idvsd,, pe 387,

32 Solodonikov, Begosolovsky, n. 18, Pe 5i.
33  J. Kmtiz, n. 28, Ps 187

3  R.R. ShePma, n. 10, Ps 118

38 A, Park, n. §, P 345
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Jopd,. The ecxlier mistske of not taking osre of the other
ae&aasﬂtlea aleng vith de vag not repoatoh this time, In
Uzbokisten 18,418 beslis of cattle were dictributed to the
benefiaiarsios of the reforms, The peasants vho 4id not

get 1ivestook vere provided with e oredit of {120 roubles to
buy them, about 369,174 roubles vers distributed to buy
egricultural isplements ete.36 Inm ad1, a fund of 10,000,000
roudlos was set asfie to be distriduted to the fermers for
the purchase of aattles, farm implements, cesds wnd bullding
equiprants ota N7 The aredit was given to the peasants on

" lonpeterm basis. A1l thess efforts resulted in e remsrksble
inorease in the pumber of *wiidle muwtati ~ from {6 po

. aent 1n 1024 to 52 pur cent In wzaﬁa’ However, oven ofter
the roforns only 850 por cent m‘.’ tho total landless pessants
could be rovided with land. Thus, a lergs number of
pensants wvere still lendless and mey other small holders
for vant of othor neoessatios vere upbable to mnage thesfr
nevwly ssguired landa.

36 Shatmn, 8. $0, P» 318
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The rioh mroperty ovner ,beys and Mallao were bdbitterly
opposed to tho roforms but inspite of their opposition, the
roform work in Usbekistan was oerried out quite swsoessfully.
Although some beys tried to defend their proparty even through
ermed reststance but it falled to areste sy signifisant
hindranse in the programmo of the government. Apart from
this, in muny cases the deys ofopted some other subtle teoties
of rosistance, They tried all possible trfoks to evale
confiscosticnh, 7They cancelled their contracts vwith sherés.
aroppars or tenant peasants snd olafwmed to be varking oo lend
themselves or introduced their tenants as their sons or
grardsons, Some of them sven divided part of their lend
swong their tenants snd sharescroppers after having some
saaret underatanding vith them, Others tried to hide their
1tvestook and srioultural fmpleomsnts or sold thefr eguipments
to poor peassnts at lov prices as that got them atleast
something then nothing. 0 e 1004 ovning Musiim clergy
tried to dissuske people on worsl grounds mnd sven soared
thep vith the vrath of Muhamed 1f they tried to rob land
from thexightful owners.$1 pus vith the help of poor clerey,

w. :Q‘ mt’-z. BDe as, vl xWU
41 xb‘ﬁn, Pe 177
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“ereful plenving, sppropeiate propaganda and efffcient
siministrative meohinery, the opposition vas dissrmed to
8 groat extent,

The exosution of the reform rogramme folloved rucsh
the came lines in the Turkmen SSR, Although, land end vater
vars nationalised in 1920 through a desree and aocess to
vater and lend sliotments was given to all mle peasants vith
an age of wore than siztemn yma,“g m, sfforts vere not
rale to pat the dearee into practice until the national
delimtation of 1924. The Communist Perty of Turkmnia
demanded fmmodiate fmplementation of the dearwse of the
nationalisation of lend holdings and water resources in 19285,
The Gemand vas mede to sbolish ell tredftions) forms of land
and vater tenure, and to ensure thess rights solely on labouwr
basts. Folloving the deaisfone of the Cormmist Pty of
Turkmenia the Soviet government of the republic, on Septesber
24, 1925, ardered the confiacation of sll sgrioultural land
bolonging to merchants, sbsentes landlerds, Muslim clergymen,
tribal chiefs sné othars who 414 not cultivate their land

42  Doing avsy vith the former tredition of Testrioting
water rights to married peasants only.



)2
121

themselves, Thus, the muslk and wagf property vas ordered
to be appromriated, %o overcome the tribal commmnes hold
on e peasanto, the governmwent dirested that while
ralistributing the confissated land 1t should be handed over
to individusl peasapteo snd not to tridsl commmen,.

Like Uzbekistan, in Turkeenin zlso, the implementetion
of roforms 444 not sover the whole of the repudblie at the sare
time. In 1925, vhen the Toform work was taken up oeriously,
its irmplomantation vas restristed to Mwrv :né Poltovatsk
diatricts only. It vas postponed for political reasons 1n
the distriots vhioh formerly belonged to Bukhare snd Ehiva.
Only state ovned land was distriduted seong the pessants in
some zraas such &s Bafram Al3 region, L8 in Usbekistan, ¢land
and vatar cormissionst vero oveated to esecute the refores
and the *village land compdissionst were formed to ensourage
lotaletonaperation and partisipation.

Under tho reform work undertaken in the repudlie,
farms of nearly 2289 agricultural houssholés vere
1iquidated. Farws of about 15371 households vere reduced
in sise. A total land fund of about 59.6 thousand desgyating
vas arcated, out of vhioh 315.6 thousand deszyating were
given to lan@lses psasants gnd 34.¢ thousand to smal) holéers,
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This apgain aesteblished end strenpthened the penftion of
the niddle poaswnts more than thet of tho lendless
paamth‘a

io Birgizia, the reforms were Swplemented in
19027+28« The bogimding vos moie in the wolests ot Ushak
wd Jalaleidad, About 628034 Sesayatins of land ratsed from
all sowrces vas distrituted gmwmy $7 thousand lendless and petty
landeowpers in this Autonomous Oblast.$¢ The reforme vere
iepleomentod 1ittlo late on tho rain territory of Ted§ikisten
AG3Rs 1t coincided with the all out aolleotivization
oaapeign and olowvation of Taljik ASSR to the status of a
union Tepublic In 1929.

Meny oreas, vhare tho reforys were not ieplovented in
esrly otage as politicael situation in the srons was unripe,
the vork vas taken ugp detwveen 19527 snd $920. Put is many
othar rerots parts of Central Asta the reforms ware not
$oplomanted even t 111 the end of 4929,

43 R.R, Shormes, n. 10, De 125,
44 v,



$he sgrerien reforms in Cantral nsia definitely
proiused pere profound offeots end shenges thon those
offected by the Ostobar Revolution. The Dotober Revolution
hed only effsated the political institutions, the sgraxien
roforms shook the vary Foots of the soofoety changing itc
sociomsconomic institutions. Tho Sovist governmmnt enhsnoed
its prostigo and consolieted {ts oontrol emong the Central
Aolen musses throuph those roforms, The perty sd poyernment
spiFatus vel strengthened in the rural aress, The middle
poasant ¥Yao von over by the governrent, The ecsonomdc resovery
in the market conditionz of Nev Economice Polioy was posaiblq
only vith the strengthening of widdle pessantyy. Iho Gowne
verd trond of Contral Aofen agriculture vas poeing a
perfous groblem, After the reforrs, there vas a rapid
inoresse in the eres under oultivation and wider distributicn
of 1ivestosk and agrisultural isplements, The reforms
benafitted the poor peassnts imrodistely by onding the
renting of land, In Usbekistan aslone the number of houssholds
vhich rented land dropped from 42.5 per cent to 5.6 pw cent 40

‘5 ﬁﬁ ‘pﬂ&’ ng “ Pv- 3519
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The dehkans of Uzhekistan before the reforms ware paying a
total of 2,860,000 roubles pex yesr as land rent and nov im
burden wos remnved to o great extent 46
The position of the natﬁm Ruloke and the alergy vwas

dafinitoly mieruined, The tribal and feudal patterns of
produgtion were given a serious blovws vwhich vas a nosessary
pravequizite for the soalalist reorganisation of agriculture.
However , the reforms did not completely destray the ‘oapitaliste
oloments in tho villages., The institution of mrivete poparty
van not sariounsly offestad,. The reforms involved just a
transfar of somwe land Srom the fendal lanfilorde to the poor
peasants, Indopendent small ond middle peasants continued
to exist posing a pessibility of being futuwre Kulsko ond
explofiter s, The dsgnger wos more scrious In e ifght of the
fant thet muny peacsants ware etill landless snd could sasily
besome o prey to tho explojtation of vore vealthy peassnts,

~ Finally, the inorease in the number of small holdinge
was not conduaive to the growth of agrisultural p&w§1m¢

46 V. Solodonikov, V. Bogslovsky, De 18, De 53s



hd}

|2
125

Fall utflfzatfon of modorn means of sgriculturo and an
effestivo central plomning ¥are not possible under s zystem
of smll holdinge. Many bellieved that the reanl prodlem that
the Central Asian ggriculture was suffering from vas not

lad tenuwre gyetem but frrigetion, scientific sethols and
pechenization. 4ll these needed consclidation of land
holdings and not 1tc distribution, At dest, tho land reforms
gould pave way for wmore fundawentsl chenges in the agrarien
au'uame and would earve as an instrurent for sherpening
the olass etrugple in e comtrysite, Infact, e reforms
of the 19208 completed the bouwrgeoisdernaratis rmlumn

in the Contral Aalsn villaspes, Somotimes g nov term s used
to aherootariso tho roforms - *Revolutionery demaretie®,
Revolutioncry bsosuse the these radically sltersd the pover
strosture bzsed on feudal patriarohal relations sd demoaratio
as thoeoe followed the prinoiple of equelised land temure,



CHAPTER IV

OIZBCTIVIGATION OF CMNTRAL ASKAR AGRICULTURE .
A COKPLETE TRANSFORMATION

The agmrian refoms of the tventies did givea
thoreugh shake up to the srstwhiile econmmioc structure of
Seviet Cantral Aia, But these oould not mdioally change
the agrurian situation in the region, The refoms mainly
touched enly the institutional side of agmrian structurs,

The aspests rdated te the Lssues ad pmuds of agriculturel
devdloment wers effeoted only te a limited extant, Agricul.
ture oantinued te be teohnolegically backward, MNerssver,

the changess in sgrarien rdiations attempted through the
refomms vere mot is mented effectivaly. e yeferm measures
had hit the big land ewvners in & marked vay and the oconfiscated
1and was previded to the landless Jatzyaks. Inspite of this,
the fams using hired labour oould net bs tetally sliminated,
Even after the ingl mentation of the refoms, mere than ten
thousand peojle were werking as share croppers ard agricultuml
1abourers in Uzbeistan:! They vere still paying sbout nine
#illien rouhles DPer year as land rent te small feuwla)' lemds,?

. & ) v i Son _CAYASALLS
" Jiment ana oK chamey A NASdat BEal et e
| (Iﬂﬂt‘, 1%79) » Do 132,

2 IMQQQ R.B, thama, p. 132,
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The sise of the class of rural expleiter in Usheldstan,
comprised of nearly five per omt ef the tetal peusant house.
holds, Thelr propertion wvas larger than that of the USSR as
s vhole vhers they accemted for faur per cont of the total
peasant fantlies, The proportion ef pecr psasants alse
‘ramained high at b3 per cant eof tetal pmasants in ﬂﬁfa

After the liquidation of dig land evners, niddle
pmsants began to deminate the rural seme of Csnbyal Asia,
emm,. the situstion was similar dissvhiere in the countyy,
A smils study conducted by R R, Shama for three ahlasts
of Usdekistan 4,e,, Tashkent, Mrgana and Sameriand cleeny
shows that the middie pemsants with land holdings ranging
bstween ons to seven desayatine oconstituted the major greup
accounting fer 58,6 per cent of tetal housshelds after the
reforms, They wers absut 19,8 per cmt of the fotal pessant.
househelds before the reforys.”

The preductive capaoity of thaws o called *middle
peasants' was Limited, Ther wers met alle to we agriculturl
machinery extenzivaly hecausse thelr capacity for capital

G, Whenler (ad), "Callectivisation Cam
Usbekistan® s MM. Vﬂﬁg No, 1,

P b1,
b cobeulaled from Tade W2 R.R.Shawa A Mowend Model

a6 social C""‘W‘Zea 1A%, pp 11a-20,
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investuant vis 1imited, These muall fams verked upen vith
primitive nm of agriculture were not capils of
producing any surgius for market, The produce bardy met
suhaiatence neads,; Lain in this respect had al rendy stated
that “suall fams cannat escape peverty, large and mechanised
fams alene could inormse agricdltursl production, Labeur
productivity ean only be achieved umier a céllective economy,
‘e eoneny of scattered mall holdings can nsver preduce
satisfactony resiite,”’ Hevever, it cannct bs dented that
the expropriation of Dig fams and its rellstribution emong
the 1andless sl peor peasants which resulted in the fragmen.
tation of psasant houssholds was histerically inevitatne, It
created necessaty grounds for further change in the sgmrian
relations on the soclalistic lines by scomtuating class
conflict on the ene hand and by undemining the social and
econemic predminance of the mxyleiter class sn the other,
But the Srarsition period hal to de waxy short ethervise the
seall ewmodity pessant faming could easily previde for the
futurs omme Yack of the exileiter class through the batter
off siddle peasants,

5 Lanin, Mllacked Warks, Vel, XXVIIX, p. 3®W.



A more fimdanental change in the agmrian set up vas
reqi red for mising agricuitural preduction and fer a
oosilete trunsformation of the preductfon rdations, The
way suggested ty Marx and Lenin and sudbseguently felleved
Yy the Bevist reging vas ﬂu tmtthn frem small scale
industrial pessant ruutm to inrge scale mechantsed faming,
Lenin bad strongly denounced the division of land into mmall
holdings, He fimly bdlieved that socialism had te De
achieved through the develement of agriaiture as a large
scale industzy and Wy introducing és-eperative colleotive
sovment smong the masses of peasants, The urban prelstariat,
vhe formed the dominant class in the soclalist reconstruction,
had to be 3m1d-d with sufficient agricuitured surggus, It
could De gmernted nore mally unier a collectivised and
nothanisel faming system,
Feonomicslly, the need for cullectivization of sgricule
ture had twe dimenstons; o
L 3] mising the levdl of agricudltural surrlus te support
massive indwtriaiisation of the vountiy sanned by
fts londerw; and
11) %0 achieve considemble econmic indspmdence fer
the Seviet Unien 47 1t wanted to tulld *soctialiiom in
one countzy’, It vas realised that the collective
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yste of agriculture vas mors economical in tems
of beth labour and preduct,

Theugh, the tetsl sres under cultivation had oonsideretly
increased all ever the country, but, the marketable agricituml
surplus had net increased serresyendingly, mainly duve to the
fact, that the fregmented holdings combined wvith the meagre
resources and backwvard impl ements vere net able to produce
snough for the market, The preductivity level in USSH by
1927 had only slightly exceeded the pre-var level; vheress in
Uszbekistan at the end of 1927, the gress sgricuituml eutput
vas still only 76 per emt of W1k 1%.6 The generation
and sxbtmction of agricuitural surrlus, nesded for an ovemll
devilopaant of the new socialist seciety, could more easily
be gnerated and extmetsd thyough a csllective faming systm
dlessly controlled mm! Wanned by a central authority,

Seviet Union, ceuwid mot have survived without a selid
sconomic base and consideratle econcwic indepsndence, The
sconomic indspendence eof Seviet Union in Central Asian context
neant sdlf suffieclency in cotton, This ceudd only be achieved
with inoreassd cetten production in Centyal Asia vhich required

6  *me Cellectivisation Campatgn in Usbeldstan®,
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apriieation of more modem nethods of i tivatien, nore
cazita) investmant, devdlepuent of Lrrigation facilities,
nechantsation and cmtml Raming, attespis in this directien
were mot 11kely te succesd in the presmce eof the agricuiturml
sconomy based on ssall holdings, The preliles oould only be
solved with collisctivisation ef cetton fams in Cmtrel Aste,
In tems of soclal rdations, since the Seviet
goverrmant was committed to the cause of creting a classless
socleky, hence, there was a nesd te create & secisty where
meants of pioduction wers omed net individually but aollectively,
Although after the revolution land was mationalised and
private owmership of land was abulished Legally tut in
practice the peasants still had individual vight over their
holdings and were mansging these mots indepeidently, The
agrmarian refoms af the twenties in Saviet Central Asin did
spprepriate land from the bBig landlerds dut the measures had
net seriously effected the institution ef private ewnership,
Besddes, it had oreatel a mmber of nev petty proprietors,
Orly though the cellectivisation schemo these Detty prepristors
could be asked %0 surrender the r persenal holdings, It would
have resited in & definite Dreak .~ » serlow YWiev te the
tnstitution of private property,
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Politicully, the future of the nev sociaiist vegime
vas depsient upen the sconemic strength of the ceuntyy, '
Lenin had b 4% "perish ef ferge 01 stess shead, That 1s
the altermative put by mm;.- Ina situstion vhere Russia
vas surreumded Yy hostile oapAtalist oouEliiss, 95onomic sdf-
sufficiecy vas the vay to survive,

| The Centrel Conmittes of the Communist Party snd the
 geviet Goverrment on the basis ef the recomendations ef the
sixtemnth yarty congress, drew up the First Five Tear Plan
for the future sconomic devdlemmant, Miis pian sek forth
the 41fficult task of tuming USSR fyrem an economically
backvani countay into an adwanced ingustrial nation ina
rdativdy shtord pariod, The ebjective was alse to establish
fim soonmmic foundations fer the soclalistic Srans fommation
of the m-m sociaty, The success of the glan depended on
the gmerstion of adequate marketaldn surlus of food and
other my materials, Zo achieve this, it was decidet to
reorganise agriculture on callective hasis, The devdommt
of the agrarian sector vas demad te be ol amentary te the
industria} uctoi which vas perceivad to ensure sconmmio
strength of the countyy) Osllectivisation in Cantral Asis
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vas 1inked vith the agrarian policies follewed in the wvhole
of Boviet Union, |
Although, the policy set fer agriculSuml sester was
quiites unmbiguous, and ty 1927 the future course of actien
had been decided quite clearly, but, the timing a® faco of
oollectivisation vas still a dig question swaiting decisive
answers fyom the Seviet Laadership, Lenin lind repeatedly teld
his partyisen that "soclalism cannet be imposed upsn peassnts
by force®, orly through "pover of mxmmide® and May today
mﬁoﬁmﬁ, gdually, can the de won over to soclalist
agricnture,’ He biieved, sjoint ctivation is a difficwat
business and 1t world De mudnens, of ooume, for mnybdbody te
tmagine that Joint cultivation of 1and cen be dsoresd frem
above and ingosed en peeie,”® In the eighth party Congress
be varmned his paréymm against the use of Srce to achieve
this ebjective, maying, "mothing osdd be gained throwgh the
methed of cesrcion, Te act through fores would be to spoid
the shole werk, ¥ Masx had al#o suggested “vhen we are in
posaesgion of state pewer we shall net even think of foreidbly

7 W (Progrmms Pullishers, Mosoew
m ) 9- y » ’ '

8 Lenin, Galleckad Herks, Vol, XXVIIX, p. 153-53.

9 Ivia,, Vel, XXIX, p. 211,
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expropriating the small psasants, as we shall bave to & in
the case of the big 1an! owners, sur task rdative to the
smuall peasants censists, in the first place, in effecting a
transition of his private enterprise and private peasession
te co.operative ones nod foreidly dut bty dint of exmpe un
the offer of soctal assistihcs fer this purpese,"'® |
Apart from the advise, not to use ferce against the
mall psmssants, Lenin Ay prejected a Jong tem progremne
ef transfoming smsll soale Hoviet agriculture inte lsxge
scale colleptive and state faming, Thus, the wvay shewed ly
him was thromgh gradusl co-eperstion, He suggested that te
begin vith the task should ds starked with the sinflet foms
of co.opemtive organisations for the sale of fam mducu.
supily of goods fer the psasants and the coreiit co.operatives
eto, Later on, these comld be tumed into Large collective

fams equipped vith modem machine and wloying the latest

faming methods, |

Athough, the decision £o inttiate esliective faming
on Jargs scale was reached in the 15th paxty Cengress, but
the First Five Year Flan ciendly snvisaged a slew and

10 KiMersand ». Rele, Adasialions, Ve, I,

by



considerate appreach in this direction, The decision to
accdl srate the pace of collectivisation vas taken quite
suddenly and without sy previous vaming ty stalin in
Decamber, W,

Several foms of agricultuml co~opexation precesded the
cumpaign of comilete collegtivisation of agrimdture in this
reglon, Go~opsmatives in the sghers of suplly and Earketing
and in coredit mising were more pomdar,

The supily and marketing co-eperatives were siugie
fores of sgricultuml co-operation, Thelr finction vas easily
understood ty the peasants, In 198.29 alone, the Tadjtk
paasants 301d over § million rouhles worth of goods te the
state thirough these co-opsrmtives and they thesdives beught
600,000 routiles worth of goeds, 11 me oredit os-operatives
also coame up in Cantral Asta during the period of WEKP, IThe
oradit co.operatives wers encournged Yy the goverrment mainly
to promote cotten cuitivation, Since the econcmic resources
ef the goverrment vere limited and econmmic usefuiness of the

11V, Seledevinikov, V, Bogosclovaly, H.1, D. H.
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socielies for socialistic purpsses was mot much, thus the
movenent did not became vide sprend,

Ootton growers' co.sperstives and production 0O-0pIree
tives vere omsnised after the decision was taken by the
firet cnferencs of cotton grawers in 1921, A decres on
sgriovitural qo-nmﬁm va3 Lsausd by the Seviet peopie's
Comissar of Turikestan on August 16, 1921, The gyste of
contracts for the purchase of agricwiturl produce was
poplarised, Land improveaemt associations to sclve water
managesent probims and te improve water use rdationships
ware also organised,

The co.eperative movement in agriculture did not talke
off the groumd bafore the completion of the first ghane of
agraran refoms in Catyal Asia, The more comprérensive
sgrarian refoms undertaken during 192528 speeded up the
grovth of cooparative movement in the ragion, The rum}
landl ess Jabourers, shio had received small rlets of land
but were not able to use 1t for vant of necessary iailments,
got atraotad towvards the Se-spemative methods of faming, Neanly
63,8 psr cant of the Ushek peasant households joined wvarious
so-nperatives Yy 1927, In TadiiXkistan cotton growears 0o
opsratives had united W+, 100 fams ty 98- e proportion

12 Iovid,, p. 60,
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of housshelds who joins! coyopemtives Lnoreased to 84 pci-
cant of the total peasant households in Usbekistan in 1929,'3
In the cotton growing arms ‘of Turmenia, 80 per cant cotion |
eltivating households joined the co.operatives, The |
co-operativg mambership, hovever, was quite lov in the cattle
bmdm arens of Cantml Agia, It generally remained 10 to
40 per sent of the total househcnds, ™

However, the co,opamiives of collective production or
comnmnes, vherely the pessants were asied to gool their
holdings into comuon pocl and which vas regaxiel as a higher
fom of the co.opemtive gygten, woare not very poplier smong
the Cantmd Asian peasnuts, I8 meant & camphete bireak up
vith the prewailing inatitutioml structures, ‘he callective
fams, that came up durirg 1918..59. weore sgtablished ty poor
famers mainly $o obtain the fauleents for production from
the conflscabel estatcs and the govemment subsidies, Same
of thess had bem aed up ly the hevsg to protect their Jand
from confiscation, But all these safy efforts of ccllestive

L

13 | B, 7, P W7,
1 Ivdd,
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faming collapeed vhen the nev econanic policy was insroduced,
After the land vefomss, vhen the state offeres warious

sconanic insentives o those famers who orgenisel themsdives
{nto ecllectives, once again, the peagants started poaling
thelr holdings into ccllective fams, There were 832 collective
fams in Ushekistan in 1927, 15 But thess vere not vewy

- guccassfl dus to Linadequate state assistance and nmder of
other profims and shortcomings faced by collective fams of
thig pariod, The Centml Asian pensants, howeger, had a good
Swmining in agAGituml co.opemiion through other lover
foms of co.opermtives, und wight fron the begiming they had &
iong tmdition of making common and collective use of water
resourcies, |

. The all out ecollectivisation diive, ap mimaﬂ -4
Stalin, started 1ittle lake in Centml Asia ss compred t0 scme
other parts of the countyy, The Cantml Asian republics were
put in the *$hid group of arens whers the process was to

15 "Colleotivisation Cammmign in Usbekistan®, n, 3, p, b2,
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be conslleted 2y 93P The group inciuied ares, here
ssamtinl prevequisites for mass gellectivisation hat nok
bem crmted 5 & satisfactoy level, Though & hegimning
had slrendy bems mads in late 929, dut actoe) work tn
this direction starbel only 4n W Y.

A fen for omilesotivisation in Usbekistan was worked
out bty & sperial caminssion of the axesutive buresu of the
cmtml Comittee of the Camunist Party of Unhakistan, The
tan was alopked on Novemder 27, 9P, Accoxing te this
fian 4t was decided to bring as nay pmsant familien wd ey
edllective faming that would be sufficiet to supily 60 per
cent of the total cobten prodwetion of the repiiie’® It was
denidnd %0 Resp & slow [moe of cullectivisation in the beg.
fnning Mt afkenmxds the deoision wvas veviazed to & consid.
omble axtent, Thers were 2.6 per emt ocllective howeholds
on 3 Jams 195 in Usbekistan as agatnat an avemge of 3,9 per

g (Moscow,
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cent for the USSR as a vhole, The percantage of colilective
boussholds in the comtzy as a hole nearly doubled ty the end
of 1,929. Wherens, it coxld rige only up to 1.5 per cent of the
total pessant households in Ushekistan, The mll wiion Centml
Conmittes started criticising the Ushek party for its poor
perfomance on Be callectivisation fronk, At the end of the
YO ? 929, Stalin and Kolotoy tried %o ascdlemte the ace in
Cntml Asian republics, The slogan officially adopted Wy the
Ushekistan governmmt was *satch up and overtaks the adwanced
regions of the coumty in the mie of collectivisation», The
proportion of collectivised holdings in Usheldstan rose to 10
per oant in Janum1y, 19&;‘7 the pressure was furber inoreasing
quite mpidly, Special targets vers set for diffsrent ghilsats
and intensive efforts were made for collestivisation throughout
193, The nmber of psssants had xisen to ¥, % per cat Yty
October 193, The achievements of ths collectivised fams
vere highly publicised amorig the psagants through milies and
denonstmtions oxganised ty the collective famers thmselves,
his had » desired effect on those pemgants who had not joined
colleotive fams, OConssquently, the proportion of faumers on

N L

17 *Oollectivisation Caupaign in Usbeldstan<, n, 3, p. 45,
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collective fams reached 55,7 per cent by nid.19 31, amd
‘subsequently %o 69,1 per cent by the end of the year, ¥
" Though the tarmget get for Usbeidstan vas only 27 per cent

in the Fivst Five Year Flan, dut Yy 1932, 74,9 per cent of

the peusant houssholds had joined colliective fams leaving

the original target far benind, " e Kalkones t.e, collective
fams by that date contributed neardy 8u,4 per cent of the repudl.
fo's total cotton production and the work of aollectividation
had by and large been completed in the cotton groving areas

of Usbeldstan,20 The drive for collectivisation, which already
bad begun in the food growing and cattle breeding aress
during the ¥ rst Five Year Plan period, continued during the
Second Mive Soar Plan, By the md of the Second Five Year
Flan $.6, in 1937, nmy 95 per cant peasant families had
joined colleotive fams covering shout 99,4 psr cent of the
total cultivated ares, |

The task of collectiFidation in the other republice

. of Soviet Lentml Asia was more difficuit owing to the fact

18 D, Kaushik, n, 16, p. 240,

19 Ivid,, p. 240, and 'Gonccti.vtuuon Canpaign in
UIbﬁ ‘tm" n. 3’ ’. : X

20 - Ivtd, .



that fexial and trxidbal survivals were stronger therein,
Horeover, the Dmblas of nasadime was more acute, The task
of asttling 'dm of nomads had to preceds fora m-nm
caniietion of the collectivisati on progreans in these aros,
Dactaions to gwitch over to oollective faming wers taken in
ey 193 in all othsr Centml Asian republics,

In Turimenia only 1,7 per ot of the peagant hougeholds
had joinel collective fams by 198, The collectivisation in
- the republic was done at a very rapld pace duving 190.32, Wy
the s of 1932, nexly 73 per et of Cotal peasant Tamilies
covering almost 87 per amt of the total cwltivabtel area had
started working on collective fams.2! Like Usbekistan, the
figure shovs that the main work in this direction had been
alm0pt coupleted Yy 1932, mmay, the collsctivigation of
cotton growing areas in Turimenis as wall, vas organised more
mpdly. By 1932, 90,1 per cent of the land under cotton
aultivation vas taken wder the fold of collective fams,22
The remaining work was comgieted dumng the next five years,

21 Inid,, ». am;
22 inta,
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By 193?» 95 por et of the totxl peasant boussholds in
She repdiic were collectivised, e collsctive fums
coversd 99,4 par ot of the entire arble lam 43

Kirgisia stasted with a vexy lov leval of collective
famers L,0, 0.5 par ot in 9B, u:nmttmd bafore, the
settlement of Kirgis namads was an sssential pre-requisite
for the collectivisation, Neandy 65 thovsard Kimgls fumilies
ware settled on land duming ¥3teo, Py 190, only 2B per
oent of the pessant families could be collectivised, Betwesn
1931- 32, the pce got mmentun and neay 66,2 per cnt
fosilies vers broght under colleoctive faming progmme,

|

The collactive fams covered 75 per omt of the total cultivated
land, ‘Me ressining peassnt fwmiliss wers oollectivised during

the second five year iflan, and by the end of 4it, W00
collective fams had covered 89 per cent of the peasant
femilies, accomting for 97 per amt of the amble land,
Subsequently, moze families Joined the collective famms and
their proportion rose %0 99.9 wr cent of the total peasant
houssholds in 19301.3'

23 In4,

2% WP, Zelda, K, Contes, Soviet Cantiml Asis (London,
1951 1%-
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Tadiikistan started with stil) & lower share of 0,2
par cent houssholds working on gollective fams, The pace
throughout the First Five Year Flan period wvas slover in the
republic compared S0 that in other republics, The figure
of houssholds working on collective fams grw to 41,9 per
cont Yy the end of Mrst Mlve Your mm.” The main tsk
of collectivisation in Tadjikistan, unlike other Centml Asian
republics, could be comifieted only during Becond Mwe Year
Flan, Almost 89,9 per ot of the peasant families had joined
collective fams in 19 Y., These fams covernd 98,3 per cant
of all 1and wder cxdtivation,® The following taltde shovs
the puce of collectivisation tn warious Centml Asian
repiblics betvaen 1928.40, Yor a compamtive stuly the
figurss of overall percentage for the whole of the USER have
also Dsmn given,

29 8.7, Tmpmniiov, } ,
W(ﬂ%' 198}, Vol, 11, P, . 8

2 Zelda and Coates, n, ”’j P 1M,




PARCENTAGRE OF PRASANT HOUSMEOLDS IN COLLEUTIVE

Year Ushekistan Tadjikistan Turmenis Kirgisia USSR

TABLE 4,4

o

N ; -

v3 1.2 0.2 %4 0.% 1.7
¥ .0 - - - -
X R 133 22.8 D.1 23.6
1931 68,2 8.3 .7 5.7 61.%
¥32 8.7 W1,9 730 67.% -
vy 950 89.9 95. 4 89.1 930
1B 976 - - - -
9o 99:8 98.7 989 9.4 96,9
Sonres ”"3&% data ammu by A, E:::ag. g.xmma:‘ .

The Table 1,1 reveals that in 1928 an avemge of not more than
cne per cent households vers working on eo)llective fams in
The figure was not much lover
than that for the whole of USSR which vas 1,7 per cant,
S8isilarly, the pacs of collectivigation 4n Centml Asia vas

. not glovwer than in the rest of USSR, except in Tadjikiastan
where 1t Diokel up momentium only during the Second Five Tear

- Soviet Centizal Asian republics,

| Plan perici,

The pace of callestivisation was exceptionally



)Y b

146
high "’“Lm 1VP=32 in Cmtml Asin,
TAELE 4,2 |
TH2 BATE OF COLLECTIVISATION IN CENTRAL ASIA
,_ DISING ¢ JAWUARY 20 ¢ AUGUSZ 4931 -
PR IC NLAR L SRLL SR Y S X o]

Republics 48t r 1at 15t By 1

P gmuw zﬁl ?’m Auvgust
Usbekistan $.7 %.0 6,2 65,2
Turmenta 3.3 W25 531 -
Kizpisia 2.9 3.5 ¥.3 5.9
Tadsikistan ™9 W50 W9 w2
USSR as & vhale B bW 12,0 W9 a2

Quzsat 8.7, Trepesnikoy NMW
— Zeazant Quastian, ved. XX, pp. BI85

The above Tanle ghows that vithin a shoxt period of eght
months 1,6, Januny to Awngust 1931 the share of collective
farss increaged Yy more than two times in Turmenia ant
Tadjikdatan, The maximum increass of 2,6 times in the
collective famg was recoxied in Tadjixistan as against
Kirgisia vhich had lowest incresss of 1;h times, In all, Yy
1940, there were nesrly 14000 state and odllective fams in
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Cantrel Astn, hese varied in sise but the aversge ares per
fam wvns abort PO heotares of 1ad, 7

The figures above clearly show mpld pace of collectia
visation in bzl Asta, Jt was certainly nod in confomity
with the Lanin's suggestion of gmdul tmnsfomation and
canvefil plamiing, A very little laming was done by the
Soviet goverment %o work out a sultadle stmtegy of collesti.
visation in Centml Asta, P a.cmou the high taxgets the
methods and techniques genemlly m:mu wvere psrpuation,
pwmmla and econcmic incentives, Bands of agitators,
thestrical troope and oruters were sent to Centixl Asts, Flewy
attacks were made on Kulake, Kullas and hery, APpels vere
nxde to the poorant middle pessants to join the collective
fams which suited thelr individusl and class interests,
However, tha period of pralisinazy propaganda was too short
and the zmmm of the organisers wvas not adegmte, This led
to the use of force, Often, the pemgants were forced Yy

27 Shama, n., 1, P 135.
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warious nethols to join the collective fams, They were
threatened with stopmage of water and other supiiies or vith
other pimitive actions in case they refused to join the
collectives, The pemsants in sany villages of Bulhars ohlaat
vere threatened vith auch measures 4f they declined to join
the collective ruma.ﬁ Over senlousness smong organisers of
the ammpalgn also reswited in various distortions,d They
used to talk DA vith the famers and made recidess prosises, ¥
The Centml Comittee of the party was quite avare of the
mistakos being comuitted in the wvake of collectivisation in
Ushexintan, Turimenia, and other Cntwul Asian areas, It
directod the local omanisers to intimduce collectivigation
in m«mmo with the degree of pregparedness of the poor and
»iddle peasants for it, o

Bvan with the use of force ant the pmitive measures,
the campatign organisers of the collectivisation movenent in

TR Sl

B8 D, Kaushik, n; 16, », 238.

b A stozy told Yty a pmaant in the villege of Donjor
quoted Yy J, Kunits (in Da 7.%&1&
such over sealous efforts mads s organisers, »., 191.

» J. Kunits, ibid,, p, 102,
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Centynd Asin did not puecesd in imfiementing the progmame
smoothly, Otrmg resistance was offersd hy the Kulaks, havs,
¥ullas and Che middle psasants, Me nmours such as *our
wanen will ) foroed to remove their vells and willle

. edllectivisnd w ths goverment * oy *the calledtives will be
foroed to ruise only cotton, MNo bhread gming or rce willle
pamittad to be sown, e goverment will starvs us to deathn,
vere cirewlated, 3' e Kulaks and pavy evan put up amed
resistancs, There vou333 cages of oriminal asgsult on the
paasants of cdllectives in Usbekistan alone in 193,32 at
various dthor fiaces the Kulaks openly came out with ams against
the Goviet govermment, They took halp fram o}d Bamachi bands
in this amed resistance, The situetion decame more serious
dus to the fact that gmve mistakes had hess cammitted Ly the
Soviet anthoritios in the delnflakisation process, At several

- jlaces sven siddle pegants figured in tho Kulaks lists, BSwh
nistakes hariened the attituie of the middls peasant against
callectivisation, The M£Mo againat the PrOg Teame vas
even stronger smong the nawedic population, The cattle resring

-

3 ivsd., p; 9N,
32 Kaushik, n, ¥, », 2¥.



nmads Jawhteresd thelir cattle and they themselves fled
abroad, They, in sous cases, even P up amed resistance
to escape collestivisation, The resistance of the nomads led
to an snomous yeduction in the livestock population through.
out Centml Asia, Before the revaliution the region had
emsidombly nore livestook per hed of population than the
Russiall enphre as & vhade, 32 Kagawh and Kimisia, vhich had
20 per cwnt of all Soviet sheep and goats in 198, lost more
than five.sixth of thelr hexds during the years of Yirmst Five
Tear ?.Lm."y’ Batwesn 1928. 33 other Centml Asian republics
and West Siberia Jost almost 45,000,000 shesp and gosts
nocowting nearly for four-fLfth of their total stook, 3

An fmportant purpose of colleotivisation policy was to
completely eliminate the Kllak olass, In the enmly years of

NEP the Soviet govermment, in tts anxiety to increase
production, overiooked the ‘olass princigle’, Hany Kulak and

33 V. Conolly, Bevond the Umls (London, 196?). ?. 89,
P ™he Sac 4 Axtig JESR

k4




ey fwilies of Cantml Asia prospered during these yesrs,
In mw cases the credit distriduted ly the goverment was
utilisod by this class, However, during the land and wvater
refomn of the gecond rhass not only d4id the Xulaks and heys
1086 most of thelr 1and but they vere slso refused credit,
| Moreover, their tax liabllities vere stepped up, In 1927.8,
the agricultuml tax on small holdings wes more than halved
vhile the already high tax mte on large holdings was more
than doubled, At thu time 90 per ceant of gtate coredit was
being provided %o poor ﬂm@u as againgt 46 per cent in’
1925-.:56._3' After the refoms the number of Kulak and hay
houseliolds in Usbekistan had come down to 4,5 per c_'mt of
the total peasant households, ¥ Now, a decision vas takmn
to totally eliminate them w amubtnu thelr land ummn
into state fams, \
| Meagures vore also taken to eliminate their poalitical
and social influence, The party sought $0 remove Kulaks !‘n
10ca), Soviets and other village omganizations, The Kilaks \
vare also denisd enty into the collective fams so that bhq
mey not ham the schems from within, - -

;mg Gollectivisation mmtsn in Usbexistan®, n, 3,

k 14 mmg n, 1; P, 132, - !
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‘Me mechanigabion of agriculture vas an sssential part
of the ccllectivigation progrme, The Rachine Tmector
Stationg vere set up ard owned ty the state to provide
tmotors and other agriomituml machinezy $o the collectivs
fums., These bacane cantres for immréing technical and
other required knoviedge regaxiing cuitivation to collective
fam mm%.v ¥ach NI gerved & nuaber of collective fams,
Theso had to enter into an anmml agremment vith K15 Por
widertaking varlous faming opamticns that required the
services of HIS, Aparé fram providing technioal help and
modom machineyy, the polition) departamnt attached so NI8
gave palitical guldance to collective fam:y. The political
departaent helped the collective famers £o undergtand the
natiure of the nev sockalist mode of prodwetion, drived the
Kulaks and other hostils elements owk of the collective fams,
Besides persuation, edusation and instruction, the mttu&.
dopartment apriied cosrcive methods agalinst those famery who.
tried £o break the nles of the comunity living, shirked
vork or neglected thelr social duties, Thus, the NTS gerved
08 & vory sffective omgan of state cantral in the hunnﬁ_w&tm
of produwstion iang in agricilture, ‘



The KI0 started fuotioming in Cmtm) Asian repudlics
in 95, The falloving year thers were six K75 vith b
tmotors in Usbexistan, The nmber inoreased $o UB NIE with
2,50 tractors and t0 67 in 1932 vith 2,899 twectors, ¥ 1y
1933, there vare seventy.eight KIE in Usbekistan and tventy.
gaven in f:nm-um." By the end of the gecond Five year
Man nechanisation of agriculture had covered almost entirxe
cwiivated 1and in Usbekistan, Ths nmber further incresged
to 163 MTS vith 48,267 tmetors vhich gerved about 9h per cent
of all cultivetel fams in 1937 in Usbeidatan, 'O 2y the emd
of 9P, the nmber of RIS grew to 189 in Usbexistan and %
in Tumenta, ! There vers 53 KIS vith 3,084 tmetors in
- Kirgisia in 9. The NI numbered 45 vith 3217 Smmators in
Tadstkiaotan in that year, 42

There was bittor resistance tohe K8 fxom &'hn' Kulaks
ad clemgy who triel to creste distrust tovards machinesy
maong the pmsants and aaserted that machinimation was not
possible in the cuitivation of cotton, But inspite of the

B ;?‘:8 Callectivisation Caspmign in Ushekigtan®, n, 3,
xma.’ p.* w‘ |
D, Ksushik, n, 16, p, 240,

mm, n, 1y Ps 13‘.

W2  Iuia,
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;i;smc propaganda by the Kulaks and heys agaipet the
tfmtba. the backwa™ psssants of Centml Asia could not

be stopped 'ram getting enchanted and were dmawn to these,

In fact the presence of tructors oontribubed largely to the
triveih of colleotivisation in Cantml asta despite the
tactlesmnans and fnefficiawy o the part of many organisers,
In the bdeginning, the peasants were sugpicious of its novaty
but soon vers lured ty the advantages it offeres,

A 1a1ge mmbder of uman vorkers vere oalled upcn 0
wasist the l1ooal funstionaries in the collsctivication campaign
| in Centrel Asis as the uman vorking class had rendered halp

to the poapgants in the callectivisation 4in other parts of the
acuntyy, About 25,000 industrial workers with sufficient
'oumnﬁlmg political and teochnical sxperiencs were sent
to the countiyside in 192%, to sssint the peasants, The
Cent ml Asian Bureau of the party made an apreal in Pmvds,
urging bextile workers of the centml resions to help the
cobton growers of Ushskistan in the roonstyuction of agricul.
ture on sostalist lines,*? Simtlarly, the vories of

ARl SRS

43 The Appeal was made un August 20, 19297



Usbekiastan were alsc ured upon %o help the peagants by the
Usbek Party in Oetober 1929, Tvanty-six brigades camprising
or 458 skilled workers fyom Centmd Russian regions cme to
ﬂmm. They stgned an agrement vith ihe ctmdn gIovers
of Ugbexistan in Ncbember, 192, Under this agrament both
stdes pramisst to M:.p in lmmumx QMmttm. The v orkers
‘Fledged to give %0 the Usbek peasants political, organisational
and sconamic hielp in mamaging the nevly organiged callective
fama, Besido the regular six brigades sent from Centml
- Russia, mayy cther industrial snterpriges adopted different
arecs in Centixl Agla, Some of the industzial workers rwaained
in thelir areng for 8 Long Sime vhilo the others used to shay
 in the Eishiaks for four months at the time of sowing and

" harvesting, They worked in the Kishlaks as socretarics of
Party oells, chalman of village Soviets and of collective
mua. functianaries of various directive omgans, and ccndunted
B ! :wmm task of sebting rght relations with the middle
. .peasant and of eliminating the snanies of ths socielist
‘reconstrwction, They also introduced a sprt disoliline,
.~ organisation and devotion among the collectivised psasants,
| Thay organised stuly gioups and courses to trsin 3ocal personnel
1 foy the eclleciiyes, Although rumours were spresd that
| industal workers had been sent to take awvay 1and from the
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native pessants $0 hand it over to Russians, but ingpite of
“gush rmours, they continued to piay their positive role quite
effectively, Thus, the rdle fMayel Wy the industyial workers
in collectivisation was obviocusly wvesy significant,

The accalemted pace of eclisbtivisation created &
larges nmber of cdllective foms whith Jacked sxparienced and
tmined personnel, e necessary implwmants were also in
shoxt supsily. ¥Yor the suscessfil somletion of the collecti.
visatin progreome, lamediats sfforts vers required to improve
nanageaent and sfficiency of the collective fams, The all
Unin Cntm) Comittes adophed a nmbaey of resclitione sined
at strenghliming the collective fams in 1931.32, In ¥,
the myment on placa.vork basts substituted that for the day,
NMajority of the uollective fams in the Fargans Valley svitched
on to this method of yoymant, The nev gystes prodused good
results {rmedintaly, as it gave more incentive to vork to
the peagants, MNore tum ot of work yas recoried in the
¢ollactive fams vhare ths nev method of payment vas sdopbad,
Another problmm fuced hy the cdllective fams was the protlem



of pllfernge, An all wiion lav was yassed cn August 7, 1932
_which made the stealing, of KGihios property s orlae
pmighatie by death,

The consolidation of colieotivigation also meant
giving the collective fams a definite ompanisational shape,
he task wvas done by the Sesond All Union Congiwss of Foremost
Collective Famers hald in Fbrmy 9. e Congress
adopted the Rules for Axhels which in the present context
seant co.opsmtive or collective fams. The moddl rdies
adopted Yy the Cangress reflscted the sxperience gained so
far, 7The main provigions of the miles vere the following:
1) Land was declared to De the property of sll peorle

but 4ts use vas alloved only ty the 33tels or

callective fams for ever £y of wty snt, lmqr,
the axtels vere not pemitted to sell, by or ramt
lamd,

1)  The cther means of produchion swh ss dmught
animals, agricultural imilmants, seels and

bulldings nesied for faming were %0 be owned

collectivaly,
$141) The omership of modem machinexy like tmotors and
| hazvesters did net stay with the collective fams;

T™is vas vested vith XI5 owganised and regulated

4iredtly ty the goverrment,
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The aztals vere awthorised %0 allocate private Mots
of 1and to its mebers on houserold basts, The upper
1imit of such plots vas regulariged Yy the rdes)
Such plots varied betwvem one guarter o ane hectare
in sine,

Peracrnl dwallings, s mmall nmbder of productive
cattle, porityy and minor fam imylments were not
poaled into callective ownsmhip,

A limited momt of services of sollectively ovmed
dmawght aninsla could be made avallable on ppyment
for use on private riots, ‘

All persons of the age of 16 or more covdd decamse
smbders of the collestives sxbject to the approval
through the Gmem) Nesting, There was uﬂmmt&p
fos az wall, ¥Non members could only bs mliqred ty
the fams 1f they possessed some special qualifications
as being agrioulturml seientists or enginesss;

The Gmem) Body comprising all sesbers was the
highest aduinistrative authority, It dlscted the
Chai man m the nambers of the Board of Managmment
for auy todey affairs, |
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ix) The remmmemtion for all agricultuml opsrationg
vers made on plece-work basis, Hates of rmmentim
vere fixed for each sepmrmte job in tems of labour
days., An incentive of 40 per cent increase in the
resmsration was given to those pmsants vio exsesded
the avamgs perfomances of the axkala,

The callectivisation of Centml Aslan agriciiture
provided a definite break frm the past, Within s shom period
of 10 years the Soviet Cintml Asian agrbrian structure was |
cmpletely tmnsfomed, The baclomwn tribal and feuda)
relationg of prodwtion were refiaced by wore productive
sosialist rdintions of profuction, It paved the way for non.
capAtalist path of developsent in Centm) Asia sidpping the
capltalist mode of produotion, It alsao insreased tremendously
the level of agricultuml mechanisation, Before the vevclution
the pmaants of Centml Aels Wev only primitive Jlovghs,

Koy, there wvere nes:ly 80,000 tmetory in 144, The backuard.

ness of the region'y agriculture was wliminated to a considen

able extent; The frrigation netvork was improved and enlarzged,
wherely the Srrigatel ares in Central Asia inoreassd by over

35 per cent in this -uz&oﬂ.m The cotton produstion during
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this period ross by more than three thu.w However, rise
in other sgricuituml items was not that thenomenal,

Rise in gmin proluotion wvas mazginal, From o gross
output of 3, Bh thousand metric tones in 1913 1t grew ondy
to 3,613 thousand metric tones tn 1940, Increase in other
sgricultuml product was also considerably low in comparison
to the g rowth mte of cotton production, Mhis clesdfly shows
that the policy of cotton sxpansion in Central Asia was
continued, It is important to note in this eontext that
fnorease in coticn production was painly achieyed by greatly
inorensing the acreags wnder its exitivation, The utheavals
of nass collsctivisation and the peasant hostility 4t aroused
hod adversdly effected the Cantml Asian agrioitum}
prodwtion which wvas compensated mainly ty incvessing acreage,
As mentioned befors, the livestock dreeding was the most
offected asctor of agriculture, The numher of cattle in
Usbekistan fell from 1,486,700 in 198 to0 916,200 in 19327

W  Iold., p. 221,
46 Ivid,, Table A.2, V. 222.

W m%mmmzm Campaign in Ugbekistanw, n, 3,
p. 0.
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Gross ouvtput of meat production fell £ryom 67h thousand metric
tones &n 1913 o k0t thougand metric tones in '9‘!0."8

Colleotivigation also had sdverse sffect on the mmail
scale hawe industries of the regian; The pessants had largely
bewn the mv material supiiiers and byyers of handiorafts,
Dus to collectivisation and industrinlitsation progreeme of
the Sovist regime, the links detwemn the two qould not de
maintained, Nany of tham hed to either become the industrial
proletariat or to enter the callective fams as agricultuml
vorkears,

Lagtly, ane may sy that Yy two siccessive exdsavours
1.0, lanvd.water vefoms and the od)lectivisation of agriculture,
the Soviet regime worked haxd to oreats a nev society in
Central Asia,
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GIAPTER V

AGRANLAN RECONSTRICIIOR AND THE FROCEGSIB AND
PATTEBINE OF MODERNIZATION IN SOVIET
CBHTRAL ABLAN BUCIEIX

Apart framthe sconamic advantages, the agrarian
reconstruction in Soviet Centml Asis in 19208 and s bHroyht
about same basic structuml changes &n the overll social
get up of the native soocioty, This was an outoone of the
direct co.relatian that sxists betwesn the econamic institu.
tions on the one hand and the social strxture on the other,
Bince agrarian sst up is at the base of diverse socisl
stnxtures, any change in the fomer i3 bound to produce
corpesponding alterations in other structural variables of
sociaty, Highlighting the scslal wtility of land refoms 4t
nust e uxisrstoni that the “Wland refoms have thelr signifi.
cance in the national (lan not only as a precandiition for
mising productivity in agriculture, but primarily as & mean
of shattering the foudations of the did class struwcture of a
stagnating sooiety, %!

“, Ql‘

(Great B

Vy P 84,
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Thus, the land refoms primarily asrve as an important
inst ramont to Mr up the social strcture in oxder to
overcame the cultuml lagj e of the pre.conditims for
moving econdmic bagkwawiness, hanges in the agrarian
institutions lead to the process of modemization and to the
basic alterations in the sooial set up, At the sume time, the
reomganisation of the social and cultuml milisu is & pre.
requisite for econcmic develoment and for creating halpful
canditions for econamic tmnsfomation, Thus, the rdle flayed
by the two i,e, the sconamic and soeial forces is comfloementary
to one anothor and these are intenlinked in a bidirectimal
way, And that explains the dynamic relationship that exiots
batween the *super.st runture’ and the *basis’, This requires
a synthetic approach; main emthasis deing on the analysis of
sconmic bases in relation to the super-struwcturs, he process
of econamic changes can also be greatly influenced YLy making
alteratios in the supsr.struwoture at certain eritical points
in a desired dirzection,

The Rusnians, although, under the Tsarist regime
conquered the region and were using 4ts econamy for their own
hanefit but the acciety and economy of Central Asia remained
lagely static, Almost the entirs populavion wos illitemte,
1iving in a backward Cribal-feulal and cdionial set up, They
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| wars largely wnaware of the procssses of nadsmisation that
had case about in the westem asoclety, Howeyer, after the
scnasic innovaticns of the 19208 and s, them wers marksd
changes in the soio.cultuml institutions of Soviet Centml
Asta, This can generully be temed as the process of
nodemisation in the Centml Astan scclety, The tem ‘majsmi.
satia' here means the complax process of econamic, scclal,
cultuml and psychalogical changes thoss begen in tho westem
gociety in the late 48th century, *“he primary effocts of
nodemisation are reflected in suweh tangible changes as
sconamic develompent, industrialization, urbanization, lover
leval of feréility and mortality, Wighey i&Gveiy o fStIXLYy
and TtRXiZy, highor levels of education, a redefinition of
the status of vamen ant also a nugbeyr of more subtls and
difficult to define changes invdiving pemonal aapl rations,
values and attitudes, »2

In the 1ight of the above 4t is important to canprehend
the processes of mademisation in Cmtml Asin in relation to
the changes intrcxiuged in Lts agmran systes by the Soviet ‘
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regime and the regultant aocial altemtions that camo about ,

| An attenpt has hean made to wnderstark the diverse aspects

of the mttems and processes of sccisl change in Soviet

Gentral 4sia during the --early hase of Soviet regime L,e,

batween 1920-40, The enquizy covers thres basic dimensims

- of the process of modemigation:

1) e nature of changes affecting diverse
gonlal »f metures,

11) Institutional adjustments £o make agmrian
rocanat notin mmooth and effective andy

111) changas in the instituticnal set up resulted

- fron the process of agrarian reconstrmction

and other econmmic innowations,

Ons of the mont important problem of the Centml Asian
soniety which was keeping it backward was tho fliiteracy ard
fgnorance of Lis people, The disturbances caused by the
ei.v_u var, by the Damachis end the famines, greatly effected
the already poor and backward econmmic coanditions in Contml
Asia, The Soviet govemmant which was cqmmitted tothe cause
of ensuring econamic equality smong all its repblics had to
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seek neasuras to improve the econapic conditions, Develop.
nent of edueation could greatly halp in breiding down the
socinl rigiditios ant to pramote a greater degme of soclal
nobility ant floxihility favoumable to aconamic growth,
"iducation can May an important rdle in modemising the
values, attituies and institutiong®, 3 in improved and wide
spread system of saducation would have greatly helped specially
in a situation vhers majority of the peoplie were wnaducated,
Therafore, in order Lo accelemts the procsess of soclio. |
sconcmic change, dellibemte ant revolutionarzy changes in the
sdueational ayostem of Soviet Centrml Asia were introlused
by the Goviet regime,

~ Apart fram changing the attitule of the peofle, for
the smooth functioning of the nev econcmic set up, the
govormment needad technically qualified persamal to handle
the new land tenure aystan and to carwy out the work of land
rafomsa, By vymoving the very financial basis of the old
edueational gystas mm by meligious institutions, the
agmrian rofoms were usad to mndemine thelr influmce,

3 G, Myrdal, Asian Dwma, Vol. IXX, Chapter 29,
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he Soviat edusation policy enforced in Goviet Centml Asia
during the late 19203 along with the programme of larnl and
water refoms was mainly designed to snsure the succoess of
the soclo.acanimic Snnovations, ,

The tmmediute nesd vas to provide atleast minimum
edusntion to the masscs in the vegian €5 maks the stipvlated
progrumme of regional sconqaic develomment a success, The
Soviet govemment undextook the prog mmme of adult education
in the early years of 193s, Cansidemble rescurces were
davoted to abdlish ﬁl&tam in the countiryside,

A ten year plan of adult eduwntion was adopted in
Turimenia and Usbekistan, It envisaged the emdication of
adit {1liitoracy by 19¥35, The progrumne was undertaken
at a mpld spsed during the saxly ysars of collantivisation,
The existing staff in the schodls was quite inadsquate to
cope up with the massive task, Thus, the work had to hegin
ty tmaining, though hastily. and insuffiviently, the members
of the paxty staff ane other helpers, 7hese groups of
educaters faced atiff opposition from local canservatives,
more go, for the progreme of edurating the adult vamen,
Hoveaver, “the coantinuing pressure of the authorities and the
gradual shift of sdacial ~ttitules slowly bLegan to take effect,



and-':by 199 at least twonthizd of the native women had
achieved some dgres of 1itemoy,® Apart from imparting the
skill of reading and writing to the adults, wvarlous tochnical
aourses were wxiertaken Yy the young party workers to help
the psasants to understand and operate the modew means of
agriculiure, About ans thousand vdluntesrs took part in a
mass campaign to wips out Llliteracy, They wers called
Eultpokhals, In a short period of two years betwesn 19 30-31,
more than two miliian pecile wore taught as to how to yead
and write, |

Gaapilsowy primay edwation was introduced in July
19, The tmditimal Muslim achodls were replaced by secular
ones, By sasly thirtics the new Soviet secular schodls had
campletely veflaced the cld religious schodls operatel by the
Huslin clergy or the New Methad schodls rwn ly the Jadidiats,
Accomiing to 19 census, 1,2 per cent of the people of
Usbekintan, 3L por cent of Kirgizls, 2,9 per cent of Tadji~
kistan and 4,9 per cent people of Turimenia had received

b A, Bove, J,4, sm%m.ﬁmmma_m; (Creat

Britain, w67), ».
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atlesst seven years schodling, 7The all wnion avermge for
this period was 8,3 per cants not much highor compared to
that of the Contml Asia repudlion,” Howevar, the cacentrs.
tion of the schodl educuted peofle was mors in the urban
areas where the European populalion daminated, The ruml
secondayy educatianal progrosnme af five to soven years of
education, was yet %0 cover's large section of the population
especiclly of the famales in wWho, The primary education
~of four to five years duratian had been imparted to a
conparatively larger proportion of ruml populatiom,
Although, an ovorall position of higher education
was very poor during the satly thase of the Soviat vegime
but, a definits beginning tdd been made, The £1mt state
university wns sot up in Tashkent in 1920, Along with the
Jand refoms, Centrsl Asfen Scientific Research Irrigation
Ingtitute wan aatablldud in 1926, A similar Agmarian Besearch
Ingtitute wan set up in 1927, In 98B, a tmnom training
institute was started in Samarkand and a year later Cotton

5 Intd,, D, 70,
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Irrgation Polytechnical Institute was set up in Tashkent,

A medicanl institute was attached to Tashkent state university
in 193, Sinilar institutes were opened in other repudblics
of Cantral Asia during Sesond Five Year PMan period, By
19he, thore wers about 47 institutes of higher leaming and
technical education with a total strength of about 28,000
stuients in the m&m," The nunber of studants in higher
edusation in Central Astan republics and Kasakhastan rose
from four thousand in 1927 to ¥.9 thousand in 1940,7 In
tems of total popuiation thelr numbar grew from 0,3 por
thousand population in 1927 to 2, 3 per thousand in wWHo,
Avemags for the USSR as a whole was of b per thousand,®
Taking a cambined figure of students who wore stulying in
secondayy and higher educational institutes the increase

was atill htﬁhar. Nearly 22,1 thousand stuients were stulying
in these institutes in Centml Asia in 1928.° ere nwmber

6 B,R, Shama, AMarxish Moais) of Soodal Change (India,
19”)’0 »Q m.

v D, Lane, Pg
P, W2,

8 A. Bove, J,A, Newth, n, &, p, 80,
9 shama, n, 6, Table A.8 and A-9, p, 229,

EER (London, 1970),
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inoreased to 278, 4 thousand in b, 10 Though they accomted
for only 1,67 per cant of the total population dut, the

ine rease was not an insignificant athievement espescially in
the initial poriod of twanty years,

Thus, tho sducation of various kinds and levals mised
the cultuml lavel of ths ruml population, More and momw
1itorate and educated people appeared in Kolkhom willages by
the end of the collectivisation drive, "The geneml mse in
the level of litemoy in the republics betwean 1927-40 was
phenamenal and highly impressive, Ths 1920 census shows
that 95,5 per cent of the population of Cntml Asia was
11litemte, whereas 199 census reports that 79,8 par cent
of the populaticn was able to yemd and vnta.ﬂ But as
mentioned sariier, the towns with their predominantly Russian
population had a larger proportion of literste populatian
in the sanly period of Hoviet regime, e notives and the
rural popuiation in particular, still had a long way to
covar, Secondly, "almost the antime skilled men and wamen
powey required to bulld up the asonamy of thaese areas still

10 Inid,, », 229,

1" Figures cited in V, Shevisov, e State and Nations
An_tha U553 (Mosoow, 1980), ». 102,
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had to cons fras outside,*'2 In by, out of the total
47,500 degres halders ani specialists eajdcyed in the
region, only 11 per cent were natives,’3

Centtal Asian aovisty till the revilution vas dominated

by & group of re¥gious elite, The tmditicnal intelligentsia
oalled the Rhadinints stool for the pressrvatiocn of Islamic
orthodoxy, They contrailed all educatianal and socio.cultuml
institutions, The tmditioal religlous slite with o
canilete hold on sducational institutions ceuld manipulate
tho minds of the mmsses, hey opposed cultuml influsnce and
all thaose refoms which wore meant to no&emtapmﬁ native
society, To cantrol the minds of the massas, they opposed
secular eduoation and tried £0 chack sealously any move for
change incluling that emorged from within the fdld of the

tmditiomal society, The class character of the tmditional
intalligentsia represanted ths church wxd feudal interosts as
the leaders mainly bealonged to ths Muslim clergy, the landlornds
and the wealthy merchant clags,

12 A. HW’, :l ﬁMth. n. b’ p‘ 700
13 Imdcj p‘ 70.
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In spite of the bitter opposition fyom the tmditional

olite class, the new refomist elanents did mmerge fram

within the native society, The new refomists came to be
known as Jadidist inteliectuals, 7he Jadidiats tried to
nodomize the static native culture and more specifically

its educational structure, These intellecotuals tried to
fight against the meliglious fanaticism ly spreading and
encouraging secular aducation through new schodls of Buropean
typs, Apart fram the rigorous efforts for rerlacing the
purely religious and schdlastic aystam of sduation by
secllar edwationg thay projected & nuaher of other problems
‘which were particulatly vd evant to thelr saclety, Thase
intellsctuals came from the native middle class and the
trading bourgeoisie, However, dus to thelr own limitations,
arsing frax the lack of conceptuml undemtanding of the
existing situation, they falled to qusstion serlously the
inntitubional and idenlogical dases of thelr soniety, Actu.
ally, they clung to an Ldeclogy o ‘ropantic revivalimm® and
worked for the syncretization of the new and cid walues, The
dadidists falled to evdlve "u potentially viahle agency of
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prog ressive sacial .chunsa'."“ Though they enjoyed a sizesble
support emang urban professional classos but had no
fclloving whatsoever in the ruml areas,’? They vere quite
waak and ineffective o the ormganisational level as wall,
The fhadimints oontinued to daminats the scene, more so, in
the 1ight of the fact Bhat they were being backed by the
traditional rding class, o

Anothery amalley group of mtclloctmlg. influanced YWy
the Rugsian cultuml tmditians, workead for 'dwmwving nearer
the Russians and the natives, They favoured the setting up
of the Rugnian native schodls and tried to popularise these
emong the natives, These intellactuals also did not enjoy
nuch support ameng the natives, though they did may an
important rale in bringing about cultuml awakening among

thely peoile,
Immediately after the revdlution an attempt vas made
%o sflit the mnks of the clermy - the most vocal class
of the tmditional intalligentsia, ZEfforta were made to

1 shama, n, 6, p. 29,
15 R, Yatdayanath, 1»
Asian Bapyhlics




win over the poorer prheats 1o the side of thae socialist
eafomers, Iepecially, on the ava of the sgmrian mfoms,
the poorer sectim the clergy was tumad into supporbers of
the nev eacnaste innovations, This halped in minimising the
resistance to the refoms, The Soviet regime in the
beginning fdllowed a pelicy of slovw aliemation of the native
elite inatead of making a direct attack on them, Thelr
alienation was achieved through a definite programme of
class differentiation, a mdica)l programme of the agrarxian
rafoms and the modemisation of the tmditiamal alucational
gystan, The apyropriation of thelr proparty during the
agrarian rofoms eradad the vexy esonamic basis of power and
inflummece of the landed aristocmoy,

A new basis was lald for the qiexgqmc of a now
soa/alist intelligentsia, e tasks, aims and funotians of
the olite were yedefined on the socialist lines, In the
beginning thors was a great difficuity for the intslligentsia

in moonciling their militant nationaliam of the Pan.
Turiiam and Pan-Islemiss with socialist {deals, Eowever,
slowly, through persuation, vital institutional changes and
by spreading modem and amyﬁ.&r sducation, the difficult
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task was accamplished, The modem system of edwatim
opanad up wide opportunities for social advancement of

the poor pecile, AL the same time it helped in mducing the
gap betwesn manges and the intelligentsia and thus, helped
in transfoming the structurel camposition of the latter,
The efforts Lownrds the achlevament of econanic equmlity
and oqual opportwnities, helpsd in contering the negative
influsnce of the trditianal intelligentsia amang the

magses,

Ons of the most important. feutures of the Cantml
Aslan sopisty, hefore the revalution, was Lts segregation
into nomeds and the sedentazy popiiation, The sett - down
of the ixmmi-a was ane of the importunt goals of Soviat
policy, The Soviet regime bélieved that agriculture wvas
A higher and more desirable econanic activity than past.
oralimm, The tyibal and feudal remanents anang the nomads
could be aliminated only by fresing them fram the stranghold
of the tribal chiefs cdled higvs and manaps, The tribal
genealogical ties were fundamental to the tridbal sooial
and political order, Meaningful change in the existing
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order could only be bhrought through altered econamic

conditions, Jhelr settlement an land was an act in the
desired direstion, The class of the tribal chiefs wails
econamically liguldated to achieve the same, Rven fram
the administrative point of view, it was difficult to
contol the scattered namads, BEffective administmative
control could only be axermised over the saientary
population,

In Centml) Asia the present republics of Kirgisia
and Turimenia were the most S.upoxtant avsas of the namads,
Although, a process of sedentarization of the nomads had
already began by the enii of the 19th centuzy due to the
sconamic develoments which took place wmder the Taarigt
regize butn; the transition wan vary slow, The process got
agcelemated after the revolution through the agonscious

- afforts of the Soviet regime, During the yaars of collooti.
visation, the sedentarisation of the namads was wudertaken
quite rigorously, am it was necessary for the agmrian |
programme, The tr¥ibal leader were directly attacked during
tho cdllectivisation campaign as their land and animals were

oXem 0wy + frad We NEyaads wene

/\aakm to join the collective fams., It was decided to
liquidate the havs and ganaps in Kirgizia as they were found
dangerous for "they used their material wealth and clansuvrvivals
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fo tneite national and clan anfagonism and engaged in anti.
Soviet a&ttvltlea and asplired to disorganise the construction
of Socialisw’, 1

The Camunist Party of Kirgista in 1931, decided
to settle about 85,000 namadic and semi-namadic househdlds
in the next four years, Nearly 1,730,000 roubles were
spant on the task in the yaar of 1931 alone, 7 a lamge
smownt of the money spent was used for hullding wvillages
and houses for the nasads, Considerable success had bemn
achiesved tn the df vection hy the dbeginning of 193‘*. 31:1-
lavly in Turimenia the movement for the stablisation of
nanads assumed & mess charactopr hy the end of 1931, VA;\pmo

4
A

smomt of about 39,700 roubles was spent for this \

purpose, '8 | | |
Thare was nuch rasentment among the nonads agatnak,

thel r stabalisnation in the initial stages of the drive,

GConsequently, massive deatruetion of cattle took place

16 G. Whedler (ed), "The Stabilisation of Nanadsw,
Lantad Asian Review, Vel, VII, No, 3, p. 221,

‘7 Xbm" po 225‘
18, Inid,
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in Turimenia and Kirgizia in 199-3, Hor?ovar, in the

beginning, many clan chiefs managed to opamte fram

vithin the Xolkhozes, The mpid pace and bad managenent

of the collective fams in the earilior stages caused

rasentment mang the namads, and the hays and_panaps

played up their feelings, The olan affinities could also

not bs broken effectively for gquite sane time, In the

initial stages many namad Kqlkhores canstituted themsclves
on the clan basis and thay still had strong clan loyalities,

The following pmotical staps wore taken by the
govanment during the socaxi half of the 19 s to adlve
these problems;

L) sconquic and technical help was given $0 nomad
Ealkdiozes #0 that they may successfully run these
fams, |

11) The Kalkhos famers were purged of the undesimable
slmintv with the help of the poiitical departments
of the MT5,

111) The settled namads and semi-naads were axemptad for
a perioad of two years fram suplying thelr quotas
of gmin and fras other obligatims towanis the

atate,
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The stabilisatiam of nwmads - a direat consequence
of the collectivisation progmmme aamiletely reorganised
their sconay and made substantial changaes in thelr living
pattem, Apart from bringing changes in their food
habits and clothing style, the twnsition greatly facllita.
ted cultiml and educational vork smong them, The qld
diastinction betwemn agriculturist and puraly cattle breeding
nanads beoane less acute, The ajrioultuml activity was
extendad to wuste lands fomerly used by the namads,

Nowhare the impact of motemisation on Centml Asian
soclety was as striking as it was in the case of the
positian of wasen, Tmditionally, wauen had a considembly
low statusg within the family as well as within the entire
social oxiesr, They were deprived of all rights and wore
kept ignorant and iaclated from the outer worid, The
foulal househclds kept thas inside the house walls and
under a thick vell, Wasen were called with derogatory
phrages such as those having "lang hair and short bralns®,
8on was treated like ‘wealth' while daughter 'a burden®,
The Muslim camnon lav shariat and oustanary law adat fully



sanctioned the camrlste subjugation of women, The Islanmic
law considered wife to be *impure® and the daughter as
‘analien bumien' meant to be sold like 'cattle’, Whereas
men ware Mgardal ans ‘younger godst, Before the court of
law, witness of two wanen was treated to be equal to that
given ty one man, ‘The regulations of Islam were not

st rictly fdllowed Yy the poor peasant housencids, Because,
for sconauic ressons, it was not possible to keep vanen
striatly behind the walls, more 80 among the namads, Even
then, thelr overall position was much inferior. in coamparison
to that of men, In nasadic system, vhere strict iscation
and vell were not possible, although wamen snjcyed greater
fresdom than their getitled sisters yet they vore novhere
noar men in toms of rights and status,

In the nev socialist order vamen had an equal and
active rdle to pia;y. She was taken ag an active bullder
of the new socioty by equally participating in social
production, Lenin hoped that wanen, freed fram Lllitemcy,
organtsed in the econanic 1ife of the cammunity and
drawvn out of the narrow damestic circle, would may their
part in politics, In the wery fimt month following the
October Revolution, the Soviet govermment abolished all
those old lavs which humiliated wamen and dented them
equal status with sen, However, the tw&#l values of
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regarding wvanen as inferior belngs were desp rooted in
the Central Asian social ethos, Just by the adoption of
new laws, camplets and genwne emancipation could not
be ensured, It nesded more prmactical and sustatned
efforts,

In 19208, efforts vers made in this direction
through a campalgn of education and propagania, Masses |
were being etucated and enlighted on this subject, Even
vanen themselves vere £o be elucated before they could
understand the nesd and meaning of thelr smancipation, In
the beginning the Russian wamen camunists took the lead,
Soon aftervards the local wopen started baldly challenging
the old order inapite of the fact thut they wers often
threatened and even at times murdexed by the local
reactionaries, ¥ ‘

Major rdle in vanen's emancipetion was played by
the land and water refoms in Centrmal Asia, Hhereny,
contmiy to the Muslim custam, thousanis of wamen were
given land o rm fams, In the begimning, in view of
the soclety's age dld isdlation of the sexes, special

19 ¥, Halle W Margaret Cree
Tans (La’u&m, 9¥), Po. 175 L1, i ’



|R-%g:4

183

wonen clubs, boarding schools and prtelg stc, were
opsned, Only later on when attitule towards wanen slowly
began to change that these were merged with cammon
organisaticns, Collectivisation further changed the
position of wamen Yty giving then ecanmic indepsndence
and therehy equality in scclety and family, At first,
special waaan agricultursl prtals vere organised so that
they could be saved framihe flerce opposition of the
supporbers of the dld values, In Usbekistan, in 193,
thare were 1665 such all wanen priglemdbmeing nearly
53,000 mm.m Special fanale brigades were also omganised
within the camman fams, There was 16,000 suwch female
brigades vhich enfloyed about }OOC wauen in Uabamatan.”
Gradunlly, the number of women wvorking with men an the
fams increased, By the end of 19 s they were dmwn
into production on a large scale and thelr enancipation
beacane a mass phenanenen,

Apart fram offering them opportunities for econamic

20 G, Wheeler (ed), “The People of Contmml Asia and
Kazs Kuastan: Their Tmnsition to Socialimn®,
g”;;l Asien Review, Vol, XL, No, 3, (1963),

(] L4

»  Ivid,, p. 2.



indepsndence, the social pmtlcés, vhich degmded and
enslaved them in the past, were fought lgalmnii by the
hullders of the new socialist scciety, 4 GWW againat
the vell callsd pamndsa, wvas started in the late s,
Hentings vere omanised hy the authorities to induce
‘wanen Lo throw away their vell., In a meeting organised
in ¥arch 1928 at Oshy 110 Kirgls vanen belonging to the
families Of the party members discarded their vel),22
The 7o was great resentment among men againet suwoh actions
of their vamen, They genemlly forced them to remme the
vell and sometimes sven wvosen m thely ovn wsed to resme
16, Wanen vho serlously worked for the removal of veil
wars at times murdeved by their pecrle, "In Ushekistan
in 929, tuenty.one women vere muniered i.-n' a paxiod of
four nonths® for the ssme reasan, 23

The contml executive camittes of Ushakistan on
Marh 7th, 127, mssed a resalutian, titled *Protection
of women Who have lald sside pazsnizha, demsnding legal
action against those who inaulted or assaulted unveiled
vanen, Though no swh decres was passed but renaved

22 ' G. Whealer (ed) ‘ms P80 Q of cmtml Asias
Social c-uama"' g val, VI,
o, 3(w®m), p. 215, .

23 zbld., Pe 215.



185

sfforts ware nade to parsuade pecile to changs thelr opinion
of opposing these waman, With the changed econamic conditiom,
rise in the level of llterate persons and constant propaganda,
the resistance slowly dlad out and by 1940, wamen in Centml
Agla wers no longser veiled,

Another social avil called Xalvag or bride price,
which reduced wansn W a position of a catils, was also
attacked by the authorities, The practice of demanding bride
price was legally prchibliited, Polygamy and marriage of
wvamen under eighteen yoars of age were forbidden ty law,
However, thess legislations did not effect the situation much
 in the beginning as it was not easy to break these socisl
practicas which vere dsep rooted in the socio.cultuml milieu
of ths native society,

Rise in the sducatbonal level of wamen greatly helped
tn mising thelr status within the famlly as well as outside,
An increasing number of wamen started partleipating in public
affalrs, The wanen's particiption in public affairs such
as eleciinsg, and the number of wamen officlals were mapldly
increasing, *The village Soviets of Turimenistan had only
3 per cent of wanen members in 1926, hy the very next year
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thel r nmber doubled and since than it has grently nnlﬁm.lad,gl'
By 193, the nmmber of wamen who yoted had rissn above &0

per cent of total wasen voters in villages and above 90 per
cent in toum,zs The mmber of elsacted vomen to the village
foviets alse increassd considembly during this tmnsitional
pariad, The number of wanen haiding responsible posts was
also increasing, In ¥ X, the position of the Vice.Chalman
of the centml ejecutive committee of Uzbekistan was occupied
by 8 wanan and the comittes had nine wvomen pembars in m.é
Women in important public offices were praducing satisfactozy
results, Thus, the Central Asian men had to slowly accezt
thelir fitness for high or even the highest posts, The growing
social activities of the Centml Asian wQsen and thelr
sdvancement to the positions of responsibility were the
wristakable signs of modsmizatian of the statc Centml

Asian society,

P P, Halle, mecmm, 19 8),
Eargareb Green, Trans,, D,

25 Inid., p. 266,
26 inia,
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Ths social and cultural institutions in any socliety
are generally controlled by the group of people who control
the means of produetion, Thay use these institutions to
parpetuate that made of praduwction which benefits them,
Before the revolution, the tmditional social and cultural
fnstitutions propagated and inaiicated among their members
such social values amd customs which catersd to the nexis and
ideals of gatriarchal and tridbal feudal society, General
economic backvariness, ignorance of the masses and the pre-
daminance of Islan were tho factors which daninated the
pre.rayciutionary soclial relations,

With the caming of the Soviet regime and its conscious
sfforts and the changed econamic conditiong helped in
ewadicating the old sncial and cultuml pattems of the
society, These wers replacad hy the soclalist pattems
which confimed to the nesds and fdeals of a sociallist order
and helped in the bhudlding of new sociallist society, Cultuml
reavolution was mecognised as an integml part of the
soclalist revolution, Withowt cultural transfomation it
was difficult to sustain the tempo of material develoment
and of econdmic growth,
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The agmrian reconstruaction of the 19208 and 19 s
eradal the econanic basis of the sxisting soecisl oxler,
Changes in the econamic structure were bound to lead to
important alterntiong in the socio.cultuml make up of the
sonioty because Of the direct and definits correlation that
exists betwemn econamic pattems and socio.cultural
institutions,

Cultum) changes during this tmnsitional period
were more man] fost in towns than in rurel aresms, In addition
to 1t there ware also elass differences in the level of
sodemisation of the people, Party members and the new
intelligentsia weares quick Lo adopt new ways and trends, The
level of acculiumiion and modemisation of the industrial
workers was higher and more rmapld than among the cultivators
~of Central Asia, Similarly, the cuatams associated with the
inferior position of wasen disappeared more mapldly among
the namad wamen than among oases wamen, due Lo their better
adaptability %o the nev situation,

The socio-cilltural pattem of the Gentral Asian
peasant 1y ; the most numarous class of the sccisty, was highly
affected by the mdical reorganisation of the agruxian
atructure, The pmctice of having settlements on clan basis
broke down after the land and water refoms which considerably



‘diminished the influance of the tribal aristocracy and of
the fewdal lords, The class of tribal aristocmacy and of
feulal lonis got further adversely effected with the creation
of Kokihozes after the collectivisation campaign, The o)d
Kishlaks wé.re rebullt and new Kolkhoz settlements were
const ructed in tomaﬂy uninhabited arens, The new seitle.
ments had wide stmight streets instead of the narrow
twisting alleys of the dld type, The houses.faced the
streets inatead of an fmner courtyari as practicad earlier,
However, in the new Kqlihoz settlements of the tai::é: nomads
Yuts (nomad tants) continued to exist side ly side with
the pemanent houses, e strict division of thae house into
two parts -~ an outer for visitors and fmmer for wamen found
in the old villaaas was no longer being chserved, 4

The breaking up of the large joint familics and the
daveloment of extended conjugal familios wers the most '
ifmportant €oature of the transitional period, Bariier, it
was camon for all married brothars to live togsther or for

27 *The Peorle of Cantml Asia and Kazakhastan: Thelir
Transition to Soclalism®, n, 20, p. 28,
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all maried sons to live with their parents, 7The cldest man
in the femily mcd. to be L1ts dictator and used to control the
femily buiget, Family property used to remain wndiivided uder
the contyl of the family head, The concept of private
property and of jolnt ownership were both attaoked by the
Saviaet regime, DBeside the law agalnst the private ownership
of land and of othor means of produntion, the ayment of wages
was being made on indlvidual basis under the Soviet policy of
collsctivisation, It becams difficult for the fanily head to
ogontrol the family income in this new situation, Consequently,
large fumilios began £0 Hreak-up, Although, the pmotice of
small nuwoleated family had not started, yet its size bedame
smaller, Father was no longer an wndisputsd master, The
avergs number of manbars in a nev family wit wvas genemlly
botween twelve and fifteen, though in some cases the mumber ------
excosted much beyand this imit, B

Accoxiing to the old scoflal custom prevalent in Centrml
Asia, the young men and much less the young wvamen, wers not
fres to exprass thelr cholce in the salection of theiyr gpouses,

28 AR, Ehams, n, 6, p, 211,
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The narriages vere armnged entirely by the parents without
bothering about the wiahes of those to hs mardied, The

bays and girls were married at an eariy age vhen thay were
generally incapable Of expressing any preferences, Now,

the new lava fixod the minimus age of marriage at 18 yesrs
and forbade the paysent of hride.price, Both those mensures
helped the young psopie in having a greater say in the
denisins regariing thel r marmMage, and the parmtal authority
lassaned in this regaxi, 7Though they vere not given full
freedon, Dut nﬁw thay could usually accept or reject the
natches armnged for tham, Forced marriages vere bhecaming
less camon, Forbidding the payment of bride-price and higher
age linit for marriage made the sons leas depsmient on thely
parents, However, vaman were still not given freedan in

this matter,

Thaeve were changes in the dress, style, food habits
~and in other cultural activities, But, #n tha whole, the
survivals of the past wers still unusually strong in the
- gultumal sghore of the peofle of Centml Asla, After the
introduction of the new educationa) systen and an intense
propaganda against the old tribal and feulal values it took
nore than two decades bhafore the desirable results could de
achisved,
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In Centml Asta, the Islamic religion practised by
the }ullas and Lshans was the daminant force working for
consarvatiam, It opposad and obstmpeted all efforts for
the modemisation of ‘the socisty, ‘The ¥yllas and Ishans
had also used religion to resist Russian and then Sovliet
regime, Insplta of this, lumedintely after the revolution,
41 reot attack on the religlion was not made, In fact, Lenin
following the poliecr of caution and axtreme earefulness with
regard to the Huslims of Central Asis, went to the extent of
saying that Mullag would de allowed to co.exiat with the
new political organisations,® The Musiim religlous insti-
tutions and yaaf lands were not touched bty the goverment
t41) the land and water refoms of mid.1920s, However, the
practices of the Muslim religion were quite at odda with the
demands and ideals of the moonstruction of the socialist
goniely and econany, Typlcal Sowliet opuis.m about the
Huslim religlion was that “Religicn is a superstition which

% Cited in R, R, Shama, n, 6, 'p. 215,
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Keops peoile backward, look at the Armbs and Persians
where religion has gotten them, they are poor and ignomnt,
To achliave progress we muat not allow religion to tnterfere,
though, religion should not be persecuted, because it doss
help same peogle in facing 11fe, ¥

It was only duving ths wake of lend and vater refoms
in rld. 19208 that the gagf land was liquidatel because it
was through such institutions that conasrvative Muslim clergy
was creating difficulties in thae process of modemisation
of the sootety and in its economic devaloment, Another
fmportant instrument inthe hankis of the native clewy wus
Muslim Shaxiat and gdab laws, through theas they were
exorcising an important hald over the socfio.cuitural set up
of the métety. These Huliim laws vere reflaced throughout
Centml Asis by & wWifom Soviet lawa in ®27, Zhe schodls
mn Wy the religious inatitutions were discontinued, the
mosques wers ¢losed, the property of ths priests appropriated
Pllgrinages to Mecca and Medina vere fomidden,3' Flnally,

®

0 R, Pipes, "Apsimilation and the Musliima®, in A, Inkeles
and K, Gelger (ed), Sovhet Sookety (19613, . 589,

3 Benigsen and C, Lenercier, ]
(1967), pp. 19-52,
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s najority of the roiigtoua leaders was liquidatel during
the pumges of 1932- 8,32 The influence of religion smong
the inhabitants of the Kojkhoses was vewy strong. during the
sarlier years of the fomation of the collective fams, But,
slovly, dus to the wvorking patiem and palicies pursued in
the collective fams, iis mf_lmc progressively declined,
he declining infiuence of rligion puved the way towanis
the aceeptance of new ideas, innovatians and towardas the
sclentific world-outlonk,

Extensive urbanisation resulted fram the wmpld indus.
trialization of Soviet Cemtml Asia, It also broyght redical
changes in the 11fe of the peasantyy, The 1wﬂ: of industfal
grovth between 191340 in Turimenia, Kimizla, Ushekistan and
Tadjikistan was 6,7 times, 9.9 times, 4,7 times and 8,8 times
respectively, The rate of growth in largs.scals industsy
vas 8 times in Turimenia, 3 times in Uzbekiztan and as high
as 83 times in Kirgisia, The growth mte of large-scale
industyy for USSR as a whole was only 5,7 times between

2 RE



191335, >3 Hovaver, inapite of the high grovth mate
the Cantal Asian republics rmained industrially
backward, The figures do not highlight the real situs-
ticn because the starting point for industrial growth
ﬁaa almost from gero, The entire basic {nfweatructure
for industrial davealoment was ¢reated in 1 s,
| Another imporkant factor to be renmmbered i
that though industal growth was signifieant during
this pericd yet, the overvhelming majority of workipg
popuiation of the region remained agriculturiats as
revenled by the following Table,

TABLZ 5,1

PRRCENTAGE OF THE WORKIHG POFULATION JNGAGED
IN MFFIRNT SLTORS IN © P

Republiic : “industyy asriciﬁ_tun
Buliding
Tmansport
Kimatn g 709
4 misia ‘ Ye
disiistan 10.9 . 75. 3

Turinentia 20.3 %'1

i3 Pavid Lane, Fg
{London, 16 _

k' Flgures from the 19 P census data cited in
A, Nove ardt J, Newth, n, &, p, b1,




The industrial grovth in Centm) Asis was not
achioveld through "harsh exploitation of the peasant
producers®, it resultai, "partly as a matter of dal!.bamto
policy and partly to mest requiraments of the Sonlet
scnday (by which) investment resources were directed
tovands the econmmic and oultuml devealomant of the
areas in question, *35

The genersl standard of living of the peoile of
Central Asia rose immenpaly as & result of the mapid
indust ial growth and ftnorease in agricultuml outpnt,
These wore causel Wy the satisfactory immflementation of
the first two five year plans, The mised staniani of
living was reflected in an increass in the aelection
of foud stuffs, BHSugar, swests, macrani and other
products of the food induaty became comnon and the
demand for frult and wvegetahles gm.’ Taxtile clothing
and factowy made foot-wears replacad hame made articles,

35 Ivid,, ». 123.

¥ “Ihe Peorle of Contml Asta and Eaxakhastan:
g’et ;f!fmtttm to gsocialism®™, n, 20, PD.
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Thus, the agmarian refoms of the two decades
oponed up many avenuss for bringing sbout rmaa-enmi
alterations in the socio.cultural and econamic fabric
of the society, The fnstitutional canstminkison the
growth and develoment of the society were affactivaly

raroved,
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SUMMARY OF CGUNCLUBIONS

In iha ninstemth century Soviet Central Asia

wias an ares vhers naturs wvas harsh, techndogy backvawd
snd the institutions wvere mgld, The soclety was over
vhelmingly rural and st ranaly poor, The agmrian econony
was based on feudal relations of production and was in &
state of stsgmtton, The agricuituml techniques were
primitivae vhere no significant changes had taken place
for cmturtes, GSoclally, the reglon was under the influmce
of the orthadax wliglous syastem of Islam, The raligious
orthaioxy was heing ussd to perpetuate the then existing
system, and %o chock the inflow of new ideas that wouwld
bave effected the system, |

. After the region was cdzquomd by the Russians in
the middle of the 19th cantury, no attempt was made hy the
canquerore to fundamentally alter the socio.edonamic
structure of the soclety, The aconamy of the region was
ugal to serve the industrial develoment. of Cantral Russia,
The region was taken as & possible altemative source for
cotton aupdly to Russian textile industyy especially after
't.ha dwing up of the tmiditional imerican source of cotton
fmports aftor the eivil war, The Central Asian tarritories
bafore the revdlution wers playing the rals of the
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p;ri;h,ezy for the Russian metropoles, and the policy of
cdlonial expioitation was being fdllowed, EGubsegquantly,
the cdlonial e of Tsarist Russis gradumlly did bring
about same econamic changes which had far veaching impact,
Theses were mainly the develoment of txansport particulany
of milvays, lomigmtion of a largs numbar of peasants
fron Central Russia into the regim and tho develomment
of aottan cultigation %o suprly mvw material to the
Rusaian textile industyy,

| The impact of lusslan colanialiom did not effect
the region mifomally as the political =et up introduwced
by the Russians itself was not wifom, Of the three
Khanates, Kokand and escmg othsr territories were diractly
incorpomted into tho Russian empire as Inrkestan
Govemorate Gensmml, while titiular soverefignty of the
vassal states of Buliare and Khiwva was pecognised, The
fnpact of Rusalsn cdloniallism was lesser in the semi.
indepndent Khanates of Khiva and Bukhare as conpared to
areas vhich had besn directly ammexed hy the Toarist regime,
The socic.zconmic structure remained virtuslly static in
Bulhara and Ehiva except for the extansion of rallways and
talegmh lines thearein, The fnequnalities in the lard
distmMbution and the existing land tenure gystem remained
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untouched {n the vhdle of the region, Though, more
cotton was grown but, Lt did not improve the 1ot of the
small cultivators,

Aftar the revdlution, wvhen the Bolsheviks replaced
the Tsarlot regime in Russia, the pdlicy of colonial
expfloltation of the region wac abardoned and it was
decidad to introduce fundamental changes in its agrarian
structure to improve ths praductivity levdl, The changes
wors in tme with the Marxist-Leninist iderlogy ani the
nationality palicy followed hy the Soviet govermment after
tho revolution, The focus of the naticnality policy was
to achieve econmic eguality among differant nationali-
ties of USSR, Although, palitically, the nationality
policy establiished the princiiie of self-detemination for
the natiomnalities but, in pmetice Ltg ecancmic parameters
like ensuring econamic equality etc, were more important
than its political contours, Thus, the nov regine was
coamitted to the cause of econcmic devslopmsnt not anly
of its Zuropoan or more advaneed parts but also of the
fomer colonies,

The Boclalist agrarian programe followel by the
Soviet regime, envisaged colloctivised largse scale
mechanised faming. The right of privete property in
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1and an? the swall holdings had to give way to state

or collectivaly ownel big fams uder the sccialist
programme of agricultuml devdloment, However, Lenin
advised to be very careful and extremely caubious in
effecting this trnafomation in Centml Asia, Specially
while dealing with the middle peasantiy, it was siviged
not to use force and make haste but to follow a palicy of
gmdual transfomation,

e Soviet govemmant started introlucing
inportant refoms in the agmrian set up of the vegion
eavly in 9208, The Bdlsheviks vere gulte occupied with
the objectivaes of hstt-hst.aaﬁm and eonsclidation of
Soviet political system during this periad, The land
ard watsr refoms of the first ngﬁdﬂnk at. the privi-
leged position of the Hussian settlers, had strong
political impact, Thess helped in maiing the natives
accept the new regime by giving them reasonable ground
to trumt L%, ﬂ

The refoms of the second phase between 1925.%
produced more profound, effects and changes, The native
feudal class was attacked through these refoms, e |
land of the native landlomis and of the clexgy and thelr
privileged positicon wers taken away. Ihe confiscated
land was redistributed among the landless and poor
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poagants, The refoms lmmadiately bhenafitted $ie poor
pessants and strengthened the position of the middle
peasantsy. Tis halped in checking the dewn.wamd trend
of agriomiture, Those refoms, by sharpening class
| conaclousness and by aggravating class intamﬁs, pavad

way far more findamontal o@hangaa.' The refoms can, thus,
be temed as ' revolutionary.desocratic’,

Hovever, the fmmtutim of haldinge caused by

“the refoms of the s could not enhance agriculturml
production, It nesded cmtwml plaming and machanisation
of agriculture, callectivigation of agriculture provided
the required institubional change in the egmrian
structure, The collectivisation of Camtad Asian agri-
cwlture udertaken during 198 was a definite break from
the past, uithin a short period of ten yoars the prod.
wtiam relations and the agrmrian structure of the region
was conplataly Lransfemed, The dackward tridbal.feudal
relations of produnikion were raplaced by more productive
soclalist relations ard these paved the way fornan.
capltalist path of dwolammt skipoing the eapitalist
stage. Howsver, the pace of callectivisation was quite
rapid and it faced congiderable resistance ¢ran the native
feudnl and conservative elements, In omer to overcome



this resistance the nethals of {ntensive propaganda,
mags oduveation and In acme cases even force wsre usad,

. By the end of L0 the changes in the agrarian
st ructure greatly helped in improving agricuitural
production, It lead to cmsiderable fncreané in acreage
wd or cultivation, but more vise in gottan production
vas recoried than that of other agricultuml crops,

The levdl of agricuitural mechanisstion also incrensed
tranandously in Soviet Cantral Asis after the refoms,
The changes in the basic and the main saector
of Cantmal Aslan econany greatly influenced the overall
set up of the socliety, The land mfoms served as an
important instrment to stir up the static social stru.
cture, Simultaneously, the changes introduced in thse
social and cultuml milisu at the right points, also
halped in the puccess of land refoms and the othor new
sconcanioc innovations, Outcame of the agrarian refoms
of the two decaies was the modemination of the Cantml
Astian soclely Wy spreading mass education, smancipation
of wamen, sedentarisation of the namads, modemisation
of soclal and culturel practices and fresing the society
from the orthadoxy of the tmditi :nal religlous
intelligetsia, Even after this, some of the ¢)d values
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and social practices persisted, In short, during this
tnsitinal period an imporéant deginning had been made
tovards the total transfomation of the soclety,
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