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PREFACE

UNICEEF estimates that some 2 million children, most of them girls, are exploited
in the multi-billion dollar industry each sfear (UNICEEF, 2005c). India is estimated to have
between 400,000 and 500,000 child prostitutes (UNICEF, 2003); Thailand up to 300,000;
Taiwan 100,000; and the Philippines 100,000; and children as young as age 11 are
known to stock the brothels (UNICEF, 2001).The main objective of the study is to
understand the emergence and growth of child prostitution in Thailand. The study will
take into account the socio-economic factors making children vulnerable to child
prostitution and will try to bring into focus how child sex trade‘ contribute to the economy
of the country and how it is the source of daily income not only for the children engaged
in it but for the rﬁiddleman, brothel owners and the pbor faﬁmily who depends on the
earning of the child. It will also try to take into account the contribution of sex trade to
the country’s Gross National Product.

The study will also try to understand the specific aspect of mental and physical
difficulties directly faced by those affected and vulnerable to child prostitution. It will
also try to find out the impact of the sex trade at the level of the community, at the
household and at the-individual level.

The study has five chapters, including the introauction and the conclusion. The
first chapter introduég:'s the concepts and theories of child rights and abuse with special
focus on girl child ‘prostitution in Thailand. The second chapter, “Growth of child

prostitution in Thailand”, will be an analytical interpretation of the history of the



existence of prostitution in Thailand which have a record of existence as early as the 16"
and 17" century and discuss how the degree of prostitution in Thailand today is the direct
consequence of Fhe Vietnam war. It will also highlight the continued boom in child
prostitution due to the factors such as Poverty, Gender Discrimination, War, Natural
Disaster and Political Instability, HIV/AIDS, weak laws and Corrupt Law Enforcement,
Globalization, New Communication Technology and Family Dysfunction and
Breakdown, and finally, steps taken to check the growth of the industry, both by the
government dnd ﬁon-governmental organizations.

The third chapter, “Socio-economic Impacts of Child Prostitution”, will focus on
the social and ecoﬁomic conditions of the country which influenced the growth of social
ills such as child prostitution. It will discuss in details how society, economic, tourism,
supply and demand, and the evd‘]ution of Thailand’s rural economy, impact or act as
incentives that drives the child sex industry in Thailand. The fourth chapter,
“Psychological and :Ph_\'siml Heulth effects on the Adolescent Prostitute”, will emphasize
how child prostitution affects both the psychological and physical health of the child, and
the role played by ‘.the social empowerment and education on the issue of child
prostitution. It will deal in detail the health problems faced by the girl éex workers,
particularly the problem of sexually transmitled disease (STD) with major emphasis on
AIDS. The fifth and cbncluding chapter will.atte'mpt to arrive at critical insights into the
problem of chi]dn’g‘htls_ and abuse in general and of child prostitution in Thailand, in

particular based on the analytical study of the same in the preceding chapters.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Children are the future of the nation. They are entitled to fundamental rights of
having a safe and protectivevenvironment as well as com;fortvab]'e environment to. grow up.
The concept of the rights of éhild has not had a long history of recognition due to the
genefal'problem in defining, identifying and‘uhderétanding the issue and its vast scope.
International law for the first time recognized the importance of the rights of the child in
1924 followed by the United Nations’ declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959
when it proclaimed the child to be the most privileged ward of humanity.l The Geneva
Declaration of 1924 also known as the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which was
adopted by the Assembly of the League of Nations, remains the greatest ivnst:rument of
imernatiqnal sigr;'iﬁcance for the protection of children.

In 1948, tdgether with other 47 United Nations member states, Thailand voted in
favor of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,‘ which has served as the found.ation
for the protection of the inherent dignity, and the equal and inalienable rights of all
peop‘]ez. Thailand has been proactive in ‘becoming a party international human rights
instrument and has already acceded to the core UN Human Rights Instruments as,
Convention on thelRights of the Child (CRC) in 26™ April 1992 and is in the process of

taking necessary measures at the domestic level to sign and ratify its own optional

' D Venkateswara Rao,.Child Rights: A Perspective on International and National Law {(New Delhi, 2004)
p. 8-9. ) v _ :

E)Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of Thailand, Human Rights Promotion in Thailand(Bangkok, 2005)

p.1 '




Protocols (the optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed conflict and

the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography).

Asa party to the Convention on the Rights.of the Child, Thailand fully adheres to
basic rights and principles for the best interests of the child. The National Economic and
Social Developfnenl Plan have given priority to hu.man development, including child
protection and participation. Indicators such as Social Indicators (Basic Minimum
* Needs), Indicators on Child and Youth Development and Indicators on Child Rights were
introduced as gui’delines for the effective protection of children’s right. With regard to
other international instruments related to human rights, Thailand also ratified, among

others, the fo]]owing

(DILO Conventions- ILO Convention No.29 on Forced Labour in 1969, 1LO
Convention No. 182 concerning the worst forms of child labour in 2001, ILO Convention

No. 138 concerning the minimum age for admission to employment on 1 May 2004.

(2) Hague Conventions- The Hague Convention on the Protection on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction on 9 August 2002, and the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Inter-country Adoption on |

August 2004.

(3) UN Convention on Organized Transnational Crimes- Thailand signed the  said
Convention on 13 December 2000 and later signed on 21 December 2003 two related

Protocols- namely, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,



especially Wbmen and Children and the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by

Land, Sea, ar’ijd Air.

Nevertheless, children in Thailand, similar to those in other countries, are faced
with new threats to their right to life, survival, development, well being and welfare.

Several measures such as law reforms and international co-operations have been

t
3

continuously introduced to cope with these crimes and violations against children. These
include the eﬁiactment of the Act Concerning Measures of Prevention and Suppression of
the Trafﬁckin"g in Women and Children to combat syndicates of organized trafficking
both nationz_il];y and internationally; the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act té
toughen the pf‘mis-hment of those who exploit children aged below 18 years regardless of
consent; the Amended Criminal Procedure Code concerning porno_graphy to cover
offences cominitted on boys as well as girls. Another important achievement is the
enactment ;)f t;_)e Child Protection Act which came into effect on 30 March 2004 which is
intended to pirovide protection for children from all forms of abuses, exploitation;
'violence and g;oss 'neglig‘ence by clearly stipulating that any child below the age of 18 is

protected by the State.

The abuse of Child Rights can be looked upon in different aspects. Variof;s form of
child abuse such as mental, physicz;l and sexual abuse exists in every society. Our aim is
to make an inzfterpretati've analysis Qf Child Rights and Abuse in the form of child
prostitution ané especially that of the girl child in Thailand. The work is an attempt to

bring into light'the existence of social evil such as child prostitution and to acknowledge

the importance;of both the economic impact and the role played by the society in the

*Ibid p.5



existence and growth of child sex industry in Thailand. Its main aim is the analysis of
social functions and the role of child prostitution on the economy of the country. This
exercise is all the more necessary considering the apparent long lease given to this
industry, thouéh legally it is a punishable offence. In Thailand, the law to protect the
children from éexual exploitation only addresses the issue in relation to girl's exploitation
and there has been resistance to amendments in the penal code that attempt to protect
boys, as the laws stand now only a girl or women can be exploited or raped”.

In the dark catalogue of human crimes sexual abuse of children is one of the most
heinous. Every year million of children are being sexual abused and exploited in
countries on every continent, in some cases the abuse may be from their own family
members, and ih other cases like the developing countries, it's mostly a case of
commercial sexual exploitation of the child. The sexual exploitation of the children does
not occur in vacuum but involve a more widespread exploitation, sexual or otherwise.
There are three primary and interrelated forms of sexuwal exploitation of children:
Prostitution, Pomo:graphy, and Trafficking for sexual purposes. Other forms of sexual
exploitation of children include child seX tourism and early marriages’. Commercial
sexual exploitation ‘of children has become an issue of global concern, and appears to be
on the rise. Children are increasingly being bought and sold across national borders by
organized networks for work in sweatshops and brothels where they are also compelled
to serve the customérs as sex workers. Child sexual abuse in any forms is a serious

problem with serious ramifications for society. To understand the rising problem of Child

* ECPAT International, Questions and Answers about Commercial Sexual exploitation of
Children(Bangkok. 2001).p19
*1bid p.2



prostitution in Thailand. one must understand the origins of the sex trade. the risk of the
sex trade and the initiative taken to fight the growth of the sex industry.

Most of‘Ihe time prostitution is casually characterized as The Worldfs oldest
profession and the purportedly ancient origin support the idea that it is imbedded in
human behaviour. It is seen as deeply rooted because men’s need for sex, a thing with
which women can supply them, is so powerful that it drove the early societies 16 establish
commerce o éccommodate 'prostitution6. In olden days children were often used
sexually by olaer men, although the form and frequency of the abuse varied by
geographic area and date. Dedication of young girls to temples or to gods or goddesses
has been practicéd in many parts of Asian subcontinent for centuries; these girls are then
trafficked by temple priests and others into prostitution7. Although the root of Thai
society’s social acceptance of prostitution goes back into history, it becomes further
exposed during ll;e Vietnam War.

Gender disv’_c-rimination 1s one of the hidden causes that make a girl child more
vulnerable for beifhg eastly abused. Girls are raised differently from boys. The Ixfaditiona]
’value of the Thais is that boys have to receive as much education as they can, or as their
parents can afford.‘» while education for girls is not very necessary. Moreover, when the
parents have limited resources, girls have to sacrifice so that boys can receive education.
A son can pay back the gratitude to their parents by being ordained to be a monk for a
period of three mom‘hs whi]é a daughter has to pay back in other ways including working

in commercial sex :business and contributes the hard earned money for the survival or

¢ Ryan Bishop and Lillian S. Robinson, Night Market: Sexual Culture and the Thai Economic Miracle
(New York, 1998) p.219 _

" Enakshi Ganguly Thukrul, Children in Globalizing India, Challenging our Conscious(New Delhi,
2002).p.252 ‘



comfort of her parents and her siblings. Poverty and ignorance along with the spread of
HIV/AIDS are the other underlying causes that make the child vulnerable for being easily

abuse by the traffickers and the sexual exploitersx.

Child pro;titution in Thailand is a serious problem despite the Government’s denial
of its existence. Itis a form of enslavement that currently has a profit that exceeds that of
the drugs trade or weapons sales or lotteries or sports gambling. A significant factor for
the ﬂouﬁshing of child prostitution in Thailand is the local demand as well as the foreign
demand which is spurred on by the economic development policies which promote
foreign investment, attracting both expatriates and tourists. Recent events, such as the
1997 Asian Economic Crisis and the transition to a free market Capitalist economy in
.Eastern Europe, have also intensified the problem of child prostitution. Another factor is
that, as the fear of contracting HIV/AIDS through sexual contact spread, the demand for
young virgins and children in the flesh trade market also soared dramatically. Minors are
also especially vﬁlnerable to sexual exploitation as many have personal contact with
loun’sts as waiters,k chaxnbermaidﬁ, tourist guides, or beach vendors, and may be sexually
exploited by their employers, recruiters or other workmates. According to Heather
Montgomery, Ihe»re'.‘ are three main types of child prostitution in Thailand, the first type
involve the trafficked children, kidnapped against their will, usually from neighboring
country. Second type is the one that involve children sold or debt bondage by their
parents and the third ones are the free children who live with their parents and work on a

part time basis. Increasingly there is also a group of street children who have run away

# National Commission Eor Women, Trafficking A Socio-Legal Study (New Delhi,2001), p.1
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from home and lives on the streets and who survive through prostirt-ution, which may
constitute a sub group of children’

Indifference and ignorance, the perpetuation of attitudes and values in a society that
view children as economic commodities, the absence of or inadequate legislation,
corruption, and limited sensitization of law enforcement personnel are all factors which
lead, directly or indirectly, to the commercial exploitation of children in Thailand. In
1996, the World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children stated
that the main caixses of commercial sexpal exploitation are economic injustice, disparities
between rich and poor, and family disintegration and it concluded that child sexual
exploitation instigates a loss of childhood, a loss of dignity, and loss of children’s
future'®. This statement can be truly applied to the condition in Thailand after the
economic crisis of 1997, where there is a large gap between the urban rich and the poor
rural people especially from the Northern part of the country who mainly depend on

-agriculture for 'thei;_r livelithood.

Prostitution éccording to Overall “is a classiest, ageist, racist and sexist industry, in
which the disadvaﬁtaged sell services to tﬁose who are privileged”. Reference to the
purportedly ancient origins of ;prostit-ution supports the idea that it is ingrained in human
behavior-if not, indqed, a natural activity”. In every society, prostitution is taken to be a
mysterious anci prob;jematic in some way that more respectable sexualities are not. There.
are some scholars who also define prostitution or sex work as a result of an inherently

unequal gender relationship defined by the interscction of capitalism and patriarchy. As it

® Heather Montgomery. Modern Babylon?: Prostituting Children in Thailand(New York, 2001) p.71

"% Jagyeon Lee and Sohee Jeon, The Violation of Children’s Rights commited by Child Pronography on the
intemet, Asia Women, volume 20, 2005, pp.209 and 211 »

' Ryan Bishop and Lillian’S. Robinson, Night Market: Sexual Culture and the Thai Economic Miracle
(New York, 1998) p.219



15 seen in Iheb case of Thailand ‘where majority of the prostitutes, women aﬁd children, are
lured and sofnetime forced into the sex trade because of the existing problems such as
poverty, low women's-tatus, unavailability of jobs, growth of tourism and the spread of
globalization ~and il]ife.racy of thé people especially that of the girl child in Northern
Thailand. |

FeminiF?ISI theorists have tried to develop a single account of the origin and social
evolution of pfostitution in any society by preparing the groundwork for the moral and
political analysvi'is of prostitution. In the initial stages of feminist analysis of prostitution in
contemporary society, prostitution has been treated in a reductions way as a deviant
activity and as "sexua] slavery.'? The feminist presﬁme that if the social forces that give
rise to prostitution are morally problematic, then so too is the resulting social practice of
prostitution itself. Feminislts seek to be supportive of sex workers while deploring the
work itself as in]_‘?eren‘t]y‘wrong. If prostitution has a morally unproblematic origin, then
its moral characvté%—r needs to be reevaluated accordingly. More recently, it has been treated
as an understandable and reasonable response to socio-economic need within the context
of a consumer cul?tfure and within a social t;ramework that privileges male sexuality.

The feminist literature has two predominant origin stories regarding prostitution.
One is offered by;socia]ist feminists who argue that prostitution is caused by capitalism
and patriarchy. T‘he ot:her has been offered by the liberal feminists who argue that
prostitution is causpd by a natural human desire for unlimited indulgence in this respect.
The others feminist group who express strong views on the issue of prostitution are the

. .. - .. ) .. .13
Marxist feminism, Radicals feminism and existentialist feminism .

'* Maggie O'Neill, Prostitution and Feminism. Towards A Politics of Feeling (U.K.2001) pp.15-16.
'* Sarah Bromberg, Feminist Issues In Prostitution (Northridge, 1997) p.1



L.auriev: Shrage (1989, 1994) .approaches the issue of feminism and prostitution
from feminirsi philosophy and outlines a ‘very clear picture of the very difficult issues that
the debaté raiﬁes for feminist. One the other hand, feminists want to support the abolition
of discriminatory practices which serve to punish and harus; prostitutes but which rarely
punish the c'%l'sien'ts or pimps (mostly men)'invol_ved in buying or organizing the sex
industry. On the other .‘hand, feminists cannot support prostitution and the sex industry
because ‘femi%]ists find the prostitute’s work morally and politically objectionable’."
Ultimately, thé sex industry (like other institutions in society) is structured by deeply
embedded attitudes and values which are oppressive to women, for prostitution depends
upon the naturalization of certain principles that marginalize women socially and
po‘litically.'5 These princfp]es are embedded in a cu]tural' framework that involves
assumptions, beha_viors“ and- beliefs which legitimate women's sub-ordination. For
Shrage, prostitu!ition and the sex industry simply perpetuate ‘patriarchy ideology’ and
hegemonic hetérosexuality. Furthel‘"ndore,.prostilution is a consequence of patriarchal
hegemony wh_ic‘i'”n forms t.h¢ foundation of all our social institutions and practices. The
answer for S‘hrazxgze is to éhallenge the cultural presupposition‘ that sustain prostitution:
‘Prostitutibn nee’jas no unfque remedy, legal or otherwise, it will be remedied as feminists
make progress in;altering patterns of bel-icﬂc and practice that oppress women in all aspects

of their ]ives’.'(’Although she acknowledges that her arguments are consistent with the

4
4

i o ‘ o
decriminalization; of prostitution, she concludes that feminists have every reason to

1]
H

politically oppose;prostitution because'it is a practice that epitomizes and supports gender

" Laurie Shrage, Moi';}zl Dilemmas of Feminism (New York, 1989.1994) p.347.
'* Ibid, p. 349.
"% Ibid, p. 360.
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asymmetries which are oppressive to women.'?

In this work we will be mainly usingj the Socialist Feminism theory on
prostitution. The socialist feminism focuses upon the public and private spheres of the
women life and argued that liberation can only be achieved by working to end both the
economic and cultural sources of women’s oppression. Socialist feminism is a dualist
theory that broadens Marxist feminism arguments ‘for‘the role of the capitalism in the
oppression of women and the Radical feminism’s theory of role of gender and the
patriarchy. Socjalist ‘feminism appears to adopt some of the same tenets of Marxism, but
instead of focusing on the economic determinism as the primary source of oppression, the
socialist feminist sees the oppression as having psychological and social roots as well,
which is the theory we are going to apply in our study of the prosti}tution of the girl child
in Thailand. Using the socialist feminism theory we will highlight the social root cause
of thé existence of the child sex trade i.:n Thai]and and the role played by the economy
on the growth o;’f sex industry in the country and‘vi(‘e versa. A large number of child
prostitute join the industry due to poverty either willingly or unwillingly being sold by
their parents.. Traditional Thai society has the problem of Gender discrimination that
makes women and girls mére vulnerable for being easily abused. The traditional value is
that boys havé to\;receive as much education as they can, while the girl child have to drop
out of school when there is limited resources. A daughter has to pay back her gratitude by
contributing theﬁard earned money for the survival or comfort of her parents and her
siblings, which they usually earn from commercial sex trade as they do not have the

education and skill for a better job opportunity.

"7 ibid. p. 361
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Chapter 2

Growth of'; Child Prostitution in Thailand.

Child prostitution has it roots in antiquity. In ancient Greece and Rome, children
were often uséd_ sexually by older men, although the form and frequency of the abuse
varied. Despitée evidence of childhood prostitution in antiquity, the labeling of this
phenomenon as a pervasive social prbblem is relatively recent'. Children are invariably
victims of proﬁstitution and in contrast to adults, lhey.are much more vulnerable and
helpless against the established structures and vested interests in the sex sector, and much
more likely to be victims of debt bondage, trafficking, physical violence or torture.
Commercial sexual exploitation is such a serious form of violence against children that
there are life long and life-threatening consequences.

Prostitut_ion 1s 1llegal in Thailand. Commercial sexual exploitation of children is
specially a s-eri_pus social problem, in spﬁe of the law that state that sexual contact with
minor is a criminal offence and sexual lim.ercourse with a minor is statutory rape and is
punishable by imprisonment. Nevertheless like all crime it exists. The Thai culture has a
long history of‘;'prost_itul.ion but the problem has never been as grave as it is at present
where an estima[ed 650,000 of t.:he country’s million prostitute are aged 12 to 16°. Bought
and sold for a ptdﬁt that exceeds that of the drﬁgs trade or weapons sales or gambling,
prostituting children and their enslavement for financial gaih repfesen-t a sad story of
human degradatién. Commercial sexual exploitation of children has become an iésue of

global concern and appears to be on the rise. Girls as young as 10-12 years old service

D. Kelly Wrisberg, Children of the Night (Lexington, 1985) p.1.
S. K. Ghosh, The World of Prostitution, Volume 1 (New Delhi, 1996) p. 509.

]
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men in the séx industry. Poverty is the most prominent factor that accounts for child
prostitution in developing country like Thailand. though it is not the only cause”. Due 1o
factors like AIDS, trafficking of children for sex trade is increasingly demanding serious

atténtion. Thai NGOs have estimated that there were between 200,000 to 800,000 child

prostitutes in T_hai]and in 1989 to 1990,
The region and city of Chiangmai are known to be a centre for trafficking in
children. Large scale prostitution of children is conducted there unhindered, and much

less discrete]yf'than in Bangkok. There are actually rings of recruiters, who obtain

~

children from families in return for an undertaking to send them a portion of their
earnings. There%ore child brostitutes are easy o procu.re for the recruiters’. The local Thai
believe that degﬂowering a virgin increase virility and fresh prepubescent crops are
brought into the city for good luck during the C_hinesev N‘ew Year®. For Thai nationals, it

is easier for a man to get an under aged girl or boy than it is for a foreigner. There is also

a myth among the locals that very young girls, even if no fonger virgins, are likelier to be
1 ' ' : v

free of disease, :which is not always true in accordance with research conducted by

NGOs, 50% of the children in sex trade are HIV positive. While most children used in

LS

this way are girls; some boys are also prostituted and the number is going up.
4

The sex service industry becomes an issue in Thailand during the 1960s, but the

policy makers took the view that when the Thai economy grew, prostitution would

5

become less problematic. Over forty years have passed, yet there is no sign that
_ . { Y .

* Ibid, p. 510.

Chns?ma Mahoney. | ¢ Trafhckmg and Forced Prostitution of Chinese and Burmese Women in Thailand”,
Women Empowering Women (Phillippines). April 2-4. 1993, p. 63.

*S. K. Ghosh, The wor. Id of Prostitution, Volume I (New Delhi.1996) p.380.

® Ryan Bishop and Lllhan S. Robinson, N:gln Market Sexual Cultures and the Thai Economic Miracles
(New York,1998) p. 8
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prostitution m Thailand, especially that of minor prostitution declihing, Indeed with
economic dev;_e'lopmenl, rise in HIV/AIDS problem and i.ncreased standard of living has
raised the dernand for sex services’ . In brothels serving local men, where there is a
premium on e;(treme youth and virginity, a girl who has not yet menstruated is rated at a
price more Iha}n sixty times the usual. Sex workers as young as seven are often bartered
alongside thei?; older counterparts. Recognizing that Thailand will never be able to rid
itself of the prd"blem of prostitution, in 1992 Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai nevertheless,
insisted very e#‘rly in his term that he would like to see the problem of child prostitution
terminated. The police began a crackdown on child prostitution and those sex workers
who did not ha?e ID cards would face arrest or deportation of they were aliens, from the
surrounding coulntries.
In Thailalnd, the citizen has to register for a National Identity card when they turn

15 yrs. So-if a'se:x worker does_ not,have an 1D, she'vorvhe is considered a child or an alien
and can no %l-ongei:r work openly as a prostitute. From a 1Iegal‘slandpoint, 13 s considered
the minimum agé that a child can be engaged in sex with a parfnerv if his/her parent
consents in Thailand. One point of common confusion is that while the general age of
conséht in Thailand is 15, Thai law specifies that 18 is the minimum age in which they
can independently choose prostitution as a profession. Many of the laws which countries
have to protect clfariild-ren from sexual exploitation only address the issue in relation to
girl’s exploi-tation.; In Thailand there has been resistance to amendments in the Penal

Code that attempt to protcct boys as well as girls from rape or commercial sexual

7 Pasuk Phonpaichit, Stungsidh Piriyarangsam and Teerat Nualnoi, Guns, Girls, Gambling, Ganja,
Thailand’s Megal Economy and Public Policy. (Bangkok, 1998) p.196.
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exploitation. As the Jaws stand now only a girl or a woman can be raped or exploited®.
With the great amount of money involve in the sex trade, the family in rural Thailand
celebrate when a girl child is born in the family, ¢speciaily if she is good looking, as it is
believed that she will bring wealth and prospeﬁty into the family®.

Child prostitution in Thailand has become more globalized. The demand for child
prostitution is still high and the economic and social conditions of the rural folks still
depend greatly on the luxury brought on by their children’s sex labour. Estimates of the
number of prostitutes in Thailand vary widely and are subjected to controversial debate.
According to one such estimate, Dr. Nitet Tinnakul from Chulalongkorn University
report in The Nation in January 2004 gives a total of 2.8 million sex workers in Thailand,
including 2 million women, 20,000 adult males and 800,000 minors under the age of 18.
The official position on prostitution is that it does not exist becau-se it is illegal which is
explained by the fact that message parlours, restaurants, motels and tea houses may well
offer sexual as well as other services, but they do not count as brothels. This side stepping
the issue is a severe handicap to campaigns that seek to provide safeguards for

prostitution and to limit the spread of AIDS'®,

History of Child Prostitution in Thailand

Prostitution has existed in Thailand for a long time, and was not introduced by

westerners despite popular myths. As early as the 16™ and 17" centuries, prostitution was

* ECPAT International (Bangkok) 2001.
” Bangkok Post, 25" December, 1994.
' The Economist, 8™ February 1992.
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described in reports by sailors visiting Thailand (then called Siam). The Chinese voyager
Ma Huan, writing 1433, records that in Siam; if a married woman is very intimate with
H .

one of our m"'an from China, wine and food are provided, and they drink a'ndbsleep
together. The }lusband is quite calm and takes no exception to it: indeed, he says “My
wife is ‘beautifi}ll, and the man from China is delighted witﬁ her.” Despite Ma Huan’s
peculiar style, éhis is not and never ‘has been a traditional Thai custom. While there are no
direct indications that the “men of China” paid for the privileged, one can fairly assume
that this is an ezirly record of prostitution and of procurers in Th_ailand' ' When, some 200
years later, European vessels began to visit Siam regularly, prostitution certainly existed.
A Dutchmen, w‘ho visited Pattani in 1604, reports that, when foreigners come there from
other lands to do there business, men. come and ask them whether they do not desire a
women,\ an.approach that any single male who has landed on Bangkok’s Don Muang
International Airport will internationully recognize. Another Dutchmen referring to the
conditions in wh.i¢h thé,‘stdff lived at Ayutthaya, the Siamese capitai, in 1655, notes that
most of them have concubines or mistresses and they maintain them with all necessities,
buying or buildini:g houses for them though they rare‘ly'referred to them other than as
whores, sluts, trollops and the like, up to and includ‘ing the director, for hardly anybody
was free of this f_ai?l_ing'z.

From an edrly Thai source it is known that in the 1680s a particular Thai official
was licensed by the étate-to run a monopoly of the prosﬁtytion business in Ayutthaya,
using 600 women b"'f.rought or'enslaved for various offences. This appears to have been the

origin of Thai traditEon of deriving significant state revenue from prostitution. By the mid

N
é
¥

"' Bangkok Post, 25" December 1994.

I ibid :
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19" century, Bangkok’s extensive prostitution industry was centered on the Chinese
district of Sampeng Lane. The social turmoil in Thailand provoked by World War 11 was
one of the _reﬁ_sons for the growth of child prostitution in the country. Western soldiers
first came to Thailand in senous nu_mbers n t\he wake of the Japanese surrender in the
end of the 2™ World War. In 1945, according to the report of a young Press ofﬁcer from
America, Bangi@ok had 85 cabarets scattered across the city with names like Great Wor]d,
Happy World, Venus Club, etc. The greatest had something like 2000 hostesses for the
asking”. | i
The deg{ree of prosﬁtution as it can be observed in Thailand today is a direct
consequence of ;-the Vietnam War. The US afmy created in the 60s and 70s recreation
centers so called Rest and Repreation Centers, which the soldier themsélves call it as 1&I-
intercourse and intoxication. Where the American soldiers can recover in be-twéen their
war mission. Asli:by this the demand of female company was growing and the number of
women working m the sex business increased (in smaller quantities men as well). By
1964, after. the Unitéd States established 7 bases in the country, the number of sex
workers ‘hvad skyrocketed to 400,000 with compared to 200,000 prostitutes in 1957. A
large and steady s?tream of dollars entered the local ec;onomy through the sex industries.
The tourist indust-riy developing at this time took over this service sector-after the end of
the war and the as?ociéted pull-out of the US soldiers. Since 1982 tourism is the device
binger No.! in Thaijland. From 1965 to 1993, the number of topn’st grew from 250,000 to

iay- 3
over 5 billion".

13 .-
" ibid
“TED Case Studies (Thailand), May 1997.
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As in ‘many other countries agriculture was economically neglected so that due to
the dominance of the tourism sector also in Thailand the migration into cities mainly in
the poor agrarian north-east and north can be observed. Due to the often very small
wages, aspiring to better income and a small amount of luxury more and more people
wi]]ingl‘vy or unyvi]]‘in_gly in the case of children sex worker join the profession. Out of the
social poverty children are, mainly from the poor north-east of Thailand and also from
the neighboriné countries like Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos often sold from their
parents to peopf_‘e smuggler_s with the attraction of false promises. Mostly the minors end
up in brothels for paedophiles or are offered to foreigners for a higher price. Another
history of child‘_» prostitution in the Thai culture is that of “Tok Khiew” or “Green
Harvest” originally meant “pledging green paddy” for loans. The term had been used.
extensively for decades as a symbol of the farmer’s hardship where they did not have
funds to suslaih fhemselves while waiting for their green paddy to be ready for harvest.
So they pledged :;vtheir green paddy to usually rice millers as a mortgage for loans.
Recently the\. terms “Tok Khiew™ has meant farmers’ pledging their young daughters to
the procurers in e);"change for money to buy such things as houses or pick-up trucks. The
young girls may be pledged as young as przithom 5 (grade 5) and when they finish the
compulsory prathom 6 they are sent into the brothels for a number of years to pay of the
parent’s debt".

According to the Inter‘national Health Organisation in Thailand more than
200,000 chi]drén and adolescent are forced into sex trade. Since the financial crisis in mid
90s, the Thai gover‘ﬁ,m\ent has found that tourism is a quick way to earn foreign dollars

and it cannot easily stop the lucrative if degrading business of commercial sexual

'S Bangkok Post, March 20, 1994,
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exploitation df children. A beautiful country, beautiful women, and inexpensive living
enable the sex industry to annually earn even more money. There are two parts to the
Thai policy of promoting tourism: one is to sell the physical qnd cultural beauty of the
country; the oiher is to promote the Thai people which of course include sex related
services. “Amazing Thailand”, a tourism campaign from 1998 to 1999 promoted to
foreign men to come and see Thailand’s beautiful women and to enjoy the thriving sex
industry. The Ministry of Public Health estimates that child prostitution amounted to
about 16276 in 1995. The Centre for the Protection of Children’s Right estimates that
Thai and foreign child prostitutes aged under 11 years, in 1996 amounted to about
800,000 out of a total of 2 million prostitutes. During 1990-97 an estimated minimum
80,000 children and women from VMekong sub region entered sex trade; an eétimated
18,000 were Thai child prostitutes'®. According to the online article titled “Slavery in
Thailand Today""i oné of the reason why child prostitution still exists is because of the
corruption of .thé government and political system which causes the issue of sexual
slavery to be oveﬁooked and minimized. Many police officers are paid by the middlemen
or brothel owner$ and are themselves regular customers, thus not only o'verlooking the
problem itself buti.'a.lso participating and supporting it. The Thai culture regards sex not as
sin but as a norrﬁal, everyday leisure activity depicting women as sex objects for the
pleasure of men. In some part of Thailand child prostitution become the fastest and most
convenient way of making good money and many are not willing to give that up even if it

means hurting the innocent. Over the last 20 years, the country’s villages have been the

' Warasan Prachakon Lae Sangkhom. 1999 Jan; 7(2):1-9
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supply base from which thousand of children and adult have been drawn for employment

t into brothels and entertainment houses in Bangkok”.

In summary it seems clear that US marines on R&R; together with sex tourists cannot
be held solely responsible for corrupting Thailand’s morals and spreading prostitution in
the country, it is responsible only for making things uglier, more obvious and worse than

how it used to be in the past.

Factors for the growth of Child Prostitution in Thailand:

The factors that structure the growth of supply of children for the sex trade are
substantially the same as those that structure the suppl‘y of women. Some of the main
factors fueling the: growth of child prostitution in Thailand are as follows:

Poverty: Poverty is probably the most important factor contributing to the growth of
child prostitution. Children offer themselves or, in some cases, are sold for sex in retufn
for money. In Ijeveloping countries particularly, the lack of viable economic
opportunities, partiéular]y in rural areas, combine with rising expectation and the desire
to acquire modern goods, contributes to the potential for exploitation. Procurement agents
thrive in urban slums and poor rural villages, where poverty severely blunts educational
and employment op@ortunities. These agenfs bribe, coerce andk lie to families, promising
marriage or emp]byﬁment, often as domestic servants, to obtain chiidren. Then they

transport the children long distances, sometimes across borders and along well worn

"7'S. K. Ghosh. The World of Prostitution, Volume I (New Delhi,1996) pp. 511-512
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clandestine drug rQuleS, to work in message parlors, brothels, etc. to pay off their debts to
their aoents The unequal distribution of wealth within Thai society is an obvious factor
for many families who are'éxcluded from the benefits of Thailand’s economic boom, to
rely on even ‘itheir younger family members to contribute to the house income. As
unskilled labo;iflr, without influential connections, the poor children have few alternative
but to join the .fsex trade. With'Thai]and whole hearted embrace of consumerism, the only -
possible ;)ppuri;inity to joinv the good life, for the poverty stricken families is selling a
| daughter. |

Gender Discrimination: Since in many societies man are held in higher esteem than
women, women':, énd girls are often treated as property and denied a voice and aright to
protection agair;'st violence'g. In Thailand the position of women and young girls is a
traditional one, r_emaiﬁing from the traditional positién they have been assigned in Thai
Buddhism. ‘Fam{lies vwho are financially poor may c-hose to keep their daughters from
school instead 6fitheir sons, dramatically ‘limitir‘rg the life voppuninit_ites of their daughters
and increasing ‘thi’gir vulnerability to exploitation and abuse. Most girls in the rural as well
as urban slums i)lﬁ;}v‘e to work without being given education while tﬁe responsibility for

looking after their families fall squarely on their shoulders. With a poor self image,
women in this aréa consider the needs of their families more important than their own

i

personal needs aﬁd desires. In Thai society, while strict rules of sexual conducts are

applied to wbme'-\n, men can maintain their sexuval freedom, and in many cases
promiscuity is taken of proof of manhood. The promiscuity of Thai men and their

" Radha Jhappan “Of Tsunamls and Child Sexual Exploitation: The Political economy of Supply and
Demand in the Sex Tounsm and Trafficking Trades”, Asian Women (South Korea) Vol. 20, 2005 p.147.
* Jillada Rattanapan, “The Trafficking of Women and Girls for Prostitution”, Women Empowering Women:
Proceedings of the Human Rights Conference on the Trafficking of Asian Women. (Phillipines), April 2-5,
1993 p. 77.
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mentality towards the female child and women are key reasons for the enormity of the
prosiitution proiblem.

War, Natural-i;)isaster and Political Instability: Sexual violence flourishes in situation
where norms b;eakdown. Poverty, hunger and general desperation may place women and
children in sitnation in which they. are forced to exchange sex for food,; shelter and
survival. Manyf’thousands of women and children from Myanmar are lured, abducted or
sold in brothe]é in Thajland. Due to the militéry fegime in Myanmar many poor family.
are convinced by the agents for their &oung daughters with false promises of lucrative
jobs who are then brought to Thailand and sold to brothels and other sex industry. It is
estimated thaté‘due to economic and political instability an estimate of 10,000 Burmese
girls and wom“en are tréfﬁcked to Thai Brothels every year?®. Many children along the
Thai border sé not have birth cefliﬁcate or family doéuments as their family migrated'
il]egally _from ,;.‘ﬁl\/lyanmar, Laos, Cambodia or China within the last 15 years. As Ihéy do
not have the ;_-'required documéms they have diffiéulty enrolling at school and then
obtaining educational certificate without which the gilrl,cannot obtain legal employment,
they are theréfore easy prey for brothel owners and employers with unsafe working
conditibn. The Vietnam War and the resultant R&R activities of servi‘cemen in Thailand

i

led to a dram’fatic increase in the use of Thai prostitutes by foreigners in the country,

»

: :
which also leads to the growth of child prostitution as the demand for young sex workers

increase not or'j]y among the Thai men but also from the foreigners.

i

HIV/AIDS: Many exploiters are under the mistaken notion that younger children do not .

carry HIV. Yét children who are not fu]ly»grown-aré more likely than adult to be injured

kS

by penetrative sex, making it easier for the virus to enter their bodies. Children are also

* National Coxnfnission for Women (New Delhi) 2001. p. 5.
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unlikely to be able 1o insist on safe sex practices or to even have information regarding
-risk of infection or access to condom. In the past décadé, HIV/AIDS has resulted in
massive rise m the number of orphaﬁs and child headed household in which children
must be wage earners. This vulnerability, along with the social stigma associated with

3
AIDS in Thailand; leave these children with few defenses against sexual exploitation®".
f

*

Weak Laws and Corrupt Law Enforcement: In a Developing country like Thailand,
the police are often underpaid, overworked and lack resources, making them an easy
target for bribery. Local leaders including some village headmen in the bordering villages
with Cambodia and Myanmar, policé and gc;vernment officials are involved in the
recruitment and transportation of girls from the border areas, to work in the sex industry
throughout Thailand. In Thailand every sector of the power—that-be has a vested interest
in the sex trade or benefit frorﬁ it. Sometimes it is the politician and some police officers
who own chailjms of brothels. There are also several recorded instances iﬁ which police,
especially in rural area, have handed escaping girls back to their abusers. In some places
bo‘lice officers also work as guards in brothels in their spare time, or get involvéd in
trafficking to get extra easy moneyzz. This lax in the laws of the country on the careless
attitude of the Government officials and the police will cripple the fight against
commercial exéloitation of a child and will result in its sbread.

GIO‘balization:;The sex industry previously con‘sidere_d marginal, has come to occupy a
strategic and éenira! position in the development of international capitalism. The
co‘mmercial se;ual exploitation of children in Thailand has .become g]dba]ize with the

inflow of. trafficked children from Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. The greatest .

*! Time Asia (Hong Kong), 30" Sept. 2002.
2 Radha Jhappan, “Of Tsunamis and Child Sexual Exploitation: The Political economy of Supply and
Demand in the Sex Tourism and Trafficking Trades”, Asian Women (South Korea) Vol. 20, 2005, p. 149.
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movement of beople and goods occurring as a result of globalization has made it much
easier for traffickers to transport children across borders and has increased the number of
destination where pedophiles can seek sex with children. In the rural areas of Thailand,
globalization has also increased unemployment and reduced wages and social spending,
plugging more fémi]i-es into poverty”, at the same time showing or bringing to them the
good life, which !'r:resu]ted in the selling of girl child by the family to the recruiter who
promised them a réspectable job and _payrﬁent to tvhe families for a good life.

New Communicai__ion Technology: New technology can help to protect children, but it
- can also be used to exploit them. The internet, for example, knows no national boundaries
and is almost withéut regulation. Today text, images and audio and video files can be
sent around the world in seconds with the help of the internet facility. Child pornography
and sex tourism information which is also a part of commercial sexual exploitation of
children are offered openly in the internet with the help of the new communication
technology. While forums on the intemet has become a meeting ground for middlemen
selling women and prqdatofs s‘t'a‘lk\ing children®. The information that a predator get
about child prostitution"in Thailand from the internet will resu]tjn the rise of tourists
visiting the country for the purpoée of sexual pleasure, which will in return Jead to the
increasing demand and {ﬁe resulting growth of child sex industry in the country.

Fahﬁly Dysfunctiqn and Breakdown: Sometime in every existing human society
parents cannot cope with .lthe stress in their life and becvome phystcally ehotiona]ly or
sexually abusive. C-hildreniwith unresolved conflict of sexual identity can also be a strain

on family relationship. Mos} of the children from a broken family run away in search of a

k& .

“ Ihid. _

* Radha Jhappan, “Of Tsunamis and Child Sexual Exploitation: The Political economy of Supply and
Demand in the Sex Tourism and Trafficking Trades™, Asian Women (South quea) Vol. 20, 2005, p. 149.
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better life and in other times they are left to fend for themselves. Usually in the case of
children whose -Iijaarems are poor and 1lliterate who belong to the ethnic tribe in Northern
Thatland doés nbt have much to depend on their family and they are easily lured by
recruiters with a bromise for a job in cities. In other case children whose parents are also

!

in the sex trade have no other option but to join the sex indusiry and follow in their

mothers’ footsteps‘_25 .

Steps taken up by Government and non-Government Organization for

combating Chila Prostitution in Thailand:

Child prostitution in Thailand is illegal. Section 282-286 of 2 1928 law defined
penalties for providing women for prostitution and living off 't.he income of prostitution,
with progressively higher penalties for cases involving girls under the age of eighteen and
fifteen. The Anti Prostitution of 1960 Made procurers and prostitutes liable to a fine or
jail term but impose no penalty to the customer. The 1956 Criminal Court states that
procurers of adult prostitute face a fine of upto 20,000 baht. Procurers of underage
p_rostitute face a fine o% upto 40,000 baht and a 20 year jail term. Amendment in 1996
reduce the penalties imposed on prostitutes, introduce new penalties for customer who
buy sex from underage girls and also impose penalties on parents of underage girls of
they act as an accessory.;fBut in practice only the 1960 Act is used, with the result that the

; . . . 426
sex workers rather than thie procurers or owners of establishment often get penalized™.

 Jbid. _
%% pasuk Phonpaichit, SungsidhPiriyarangsam and Teerat Nualnoi, Guns, Girls. Gambling, Ganja,
Thailand’s Illegal Economy and Public Policy. (Bangkok. 1998) pp. 210,212.
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In January 1992, the Interior Minister Gen. Issarapong expressed concern that
young girls béing forced into prostitution had been neglected; consequently the images of
the country hglve been tarnished. Similarly the November 1992 crackdown by the Chuan
Goyernmem ;as inspired by the bad publicity that Thailand has been receixﬁ'ng overseas.
His policy in éor_nbati_ng child prostitution initiatives have eventually led .to' the passing of
the Prostitutié’)n Prévention and Suppression Act of ]996 that includes penalties for
customers, prbcurers, ag well as parents who knowingly send their children into such
trade?”. Also in 1997, the Act of Measures to Preve‘ﬁt and Suppress Trafficking in
Women and Children was passed to provide for humane treatment and protectibn of
trafficked peréon. Iﬁ other words, these individuals are now being treated as victims and
given protections from those who exploited them, even from their parents”®. According to
the 1996 Act, 2to 6 years in prison for child prostitution customers if the child was under
lhé age of 15 )’é‘ears and up to 3 years, When the adolescent is between 15 and 18 years was
passed, | to l(:) yeafs if prostitutes are over 18 yéars -old, and 10 to 20 years in prison for
middlemen and recruiters when the child was under 15 years, and 5 to 15 years in prison
when the adolescent .was in between 15 and 18 years, and up to 20 years in prison for
f)eople forcing; children into prostitution and a life sentence when by this the child was

i .
seriously injuréd®.
There #re various measures taken up by the different Depariment of the country in

order to check the growth of child prostitution which are given as follows:

*7 Jillada Rananaﬁan, “The Trafficking of Women and Girls for Prostitution”. Women Empowering
Women: Proceedings of the Human Rights Conference on the Trafficking of Asian Women. (Philippines),
April 2-5, !

1993, p. 80. _

%% United Nations; Report on Thailand’s Position on Child Prostitution. E/CN.4/1999/71/Add.1.

* ibid. :
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Legislative measures: Within the Thai legal system, there exists a number of legislation
which is desi'?gned to prevent the traffic and the exploitation of women and children for
sexual purpos-tes. It includes the following: The Sale of Women and Children Act of B.E.
247’1 (1928) \i}/hich is stjll in force loday prohibits the b'ringing into, andlthe taking out of
Thailand WOI’TZ]Ch forbthe purpose of prostitution. The Pornography Act of BE 2471
(1928), The Ij]otel Act B.E. 2478 (1935), The Immigration Act of B.E. 2522 (1979)
which prohibifs entry into the kiﬁgdom of Thailand of foreigners who are deemed on
reasonable groimds to be motivated to enter the kingdom for the purpose of engaging in
prostitution or in the trafficking in women and children. The Amendment of the.Criminal
Procedure Cou?ri, of B.E.2530 (1987) is one of the most important legal instruments for
the prevention z;nd suppression of trafficking in women and children and the traffic in sex
related paraphgr_nalia. Punishment are made heavier if the victim are induced, lured or
forced into pros‘itituti.on‘ is under 18 years of age, the degree of which‘ depends upon the
age range of the?victim. The Prohibitiqn of Prostitution Act _of B.E. 2503 (1960) provides
for the punishmént ‘of persons involved in the business of p}ostitution,'except the client of
the prostitute. Tﬁe Entertuiﬁmem Act of B.E. 2509 (1966) does not- authorized those who
apply to-establis'}ﬁ] entertainment places to make prostitution ava’ila.ble on the premisés of
the eslab]ishmené. The Ministry of Interior Announcement of 18 January 1990 relating to
the protection of:‘_‘child labour, apart from raising the.minimUm age of employment - to |3
years, also prohit;{its employefs from employing children between the ages of 13 to 18 to
work in dance hal%]s, message parlours, or in certain adult estab]i;hmcnts3°.

Policy of ‘th‘e M;histry of Interior: Th.e Ministry of Interior has announced a policy

concerning the prévention and the separation of crimes as a part of the problem of child

*°S. K. Ghosh, The vi(or/d ofProfi}ﬁmzion, Volume I (New Delhi, 1996) pp. 385-386.
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prostitution in Thailand. The policy announces that entertainment business will operate

within the ]iﬁ)it of law, particularly in relation to the prohibition of juvenile clients. The
Ministry of ]?Qterior also announces a policy to suppress continuously and seriously the
: \

pub]ication and production of pornographic objects depicting children as sexual objects“.
L3 .
;

Policy of the!Police Department: The police department in Thailand has followed two

H
)

points of strategy in the implementation of law. In case of voluntary prostitution, the
strategy is to restrict advertisement and unconcealed activities so as to preserve moral
standing of the general public. In the case of forced prostitution, strict restrain will be

applied to the owners of the brothels, those providing financial support, middlemen,

employees in ‘lirothels as well as anybody who take part in forcing women and children in

H

- sex industry. The police department has stick to the following guidelines, in case of

prostitute -uhder thirteen years of age, special scrutiny is needed to determine the cause of

o3

their entry intp; prostitution before providing appropriate assistﬁnce and, in coordination
with provincial? authorities concern or the public welfare department, arranging for safe
return to their r‘ésidénce.'The police department refrained from taking legal action against
those victims 'v\?{ho .have returned home to ensure that they will not.again be lured into
prostitution. Th;_é department keeps in conlac‘tAwith tﬁe parents of the victims who have
¥
returned home fo ensure that they will not again be persuade into sex industry. Severe
punishm.erit will;:be im.po_sed: on those po]icé officers proved to be negligent in combating

g

child prostitution or to have taken part in sex related business themselves.”
P! ¢ partin

2

The Public W:élfare Department: The measures: taken up by thc public welfare -

department for the prevention and the suppression of child prostitution are —

.

! Ibid, p. 383.
“2 Ibid, p. 384




a) Inspection of passports held by children under 15 years of age. This is a measure
aimedu'. at effective prevention of sale of cﬁildrgn for exploitation in. illegal or
immofal activities ubroad,‘ in accordance with the Cabinet decision of 13 May
1977.

b) ProyisiLon of advisory. service fo children and their families as a way to promote
health)} upbn'n'gi.ng of children and prevent pérversion i n their behaviour.

c) Extensi:on of welfare and assistance to homeless-.children, to persuade them to
abandon aimless life in crime-ridden area of the cities and to receive assistance at
rehabilitation centres. -

d) Establishment of social welfare centres in poor communities and to dispatch
mobile units for the same purpose.

To strengthen its coordination with key governmental agencies, including the
Po)ic¢ Departm?nt and tﬁe Ministry of Education,’the Public Wé]fare Department has

| .
exerted more efforts in the inspection of illegal “children home™ run by foreigners whose

actual activities are proved to be sex-related business.” The -Public Welfare Department
provides vocational training for disadvantaged women in accordance with the law by
providing extensfve assistance and advfsory se}viée to women who have passed over the
punishment acchding to the 1960 law. This covers the basic needs of women,
consultancy, rehgbi]itation and vocational training. The department als§ takes care of
their children bo;p at the centres by arranging safe retune to their hometown after one-

year stay at the centres. More than 2,000 women and children have been assisted for a

year free of charge in the centres for rehabilitation and vocational training established in

* Ibid, p. 384
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all regions of Thailand. The Public Welfare department has also assigned social workers
and experts to the ad hoc unit, set up to combat traffic in persons to foreign countries,
with the task of analyzing ways and means in which Thai woman and children have been
lured into prostitution abroad so that effective counter-measures can be developed. The
Department hzis also disseminated relevant information to provincial areas to keep them
abreast with changing circumstances and conditions of the problems of prostitution,3 !
-Role of Non-Governmental Organization (NGO’s): Non-governmental organizations
(NGO’s) play a key role in the protection and promotion of the rights and welfare of
women and chiidren in Thailand. NGO’s in Thailand have installed a working Group for
the elimination of sexual exploitation of children. The Working Group acts as the focal
point for the laﬁnching of numerous projects which serve to decrease the problems of
child prostitution. These projects include:

a) “End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT)” founded in 1981 with its
headquarters in Thailand. The organization’s goal is to eradicate child prostitution
worldwide. The core of ECPAT’s plan is lobbying govern meﬁts to persuade them
to enact laWs protecting children. The group then works to make sure the laws are
enforced. ﬁ“he organization also campaigns to dissuade tourists from the sexual
exploitatioh of children and publishes the names of foreign pedophiles found in
Asian countries. ECPAT has convinced several countries to adopt new extra-
temtoriality laws that permit prosecution of citizens who sexually abuse children |
in another country. Under these laws, foreign visitors can now be convicted in

. . . . . T .y . 35
their own countries, for using a child prostitute while “on vacation” in Thailand.

“ Ibid, p. 385
* Ibid.
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b) Another effective fighter against sexual expioitalion of children is the Task Force
to End Child Exploitation in Thailﬁnd, a coalin;on of 24 government and private
agencies dedicated to exposing links between Europe and the child sex trade in
Bangko:_k. In 1991, the group disclosed the éxisléhce Qf a Swiss Network of
Airline ;icket agency catering to European pedophi]es.36

¢) “Emergency Home and Education/Vocational Centers” project administered by
the Association for the Promotion of the Status of Women, Northern People
League, Catholic Council of Thailand for Development, foundation for Children’s
Development, Y.M.C.A. (Chieng Mai and Chieng Rai) etc.

d) The Daughter’s Education Programme which began in 1989 by its present
director Sampop Jantraka, was conceived as a community based initiative aim at
preventing girls being forced into the sex industry. Today, this programme has
become Developmeﬁt and Educétion Programme for Daughters and communities,
assisting abzout 400 girls and their families. The DEPDC headquarter is in Mai Sai
northernmost part of Thailand and spreéd across Chiang Rai. DEPDC provides
young women from 8 to 18 years old an alternative to prostitution by providing
them wilﬁ education, job training and help them in finding work. It currently runs
various programme supporting, education and empo‘wering young women and
their communities .against ‘the tragedy of child prostitution and risk of HIV
infection. The: DEPDC, staff work among the Akha and other hill tribe groups and

lowland villages®’.

* Times Asia (Hong Kong), 21 June 1993
7 CAPCAT (Thailand) 16 January 1997
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Other major I\i'bn-governmental Organizations tacking the problem of Child prostitution
include: UN]C?EF, the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the world Tourism
organization. NGOS, part‘icularlvy loga] groups, are carrying out desperately needed
~ programs to wz;rn girls and their families of the dangers of trafficking, shelter those who
have managed ?Io escapé, provide urgent medical and psychological care, assist in
i
repatriation, and press governments to strengthen domestic laws against trafficking. The
work of NGOs f;as filled the gaps left by Government inactiori and, at times, had led to
Governments’ improving their behavior. For example, in Thailand, NGOs working alone
find that after they rescue girls and send them .back to their county, they often come back
again, especially those from Myanmar and the border areas, where the ongoing political
conflict meant there was no one to take care of the children sent back across the border.
Thus, NGOs have sheltered Burmese w.omen and girls and found safe, undisclosed ways
to return them hoﬁje over the borders. Ih addition, Thai NGOs have advocated that their
Government adopg the necessary legislation and ratify the relevant international

instruments to improve projections for trafficking victims™.

Conclusion:

The growth of child prostitution in Thailand cannot be solely blamed on the US
marines and R&R oriwith sex tourism, instead it has to be recognized that the reason for
Thailand’s developmént as a centre of sex trade, which might be argued is the easy going,

often commercial attitude towards sex which may have been appropriate to a pre AIDS

1

» TED, Case Studies, (Ban%gkok) May 1997
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society, but Which now require urgent thinking. A lot of Thai simply do not know that
Thailand reall? does have larger sex entertainment industries than most other countries.

Althou:'gh Thailand is no longer.a poor country, it may prove difficult to break the
link between sex and commerce. Thz_xiland’s development and its new found prosperity,
combines witv}.x_. a genuine embarrassmeﬁt at the country’s Areputation overseas have
prompt the Government to take action. To date, steps have been taken against child
prostitution and against police corruption and their involvement in the sex trade. The
combined efforts of the Government and non-government agencies and organizations is
beginning to turn the tide and the growth of child prostitution and other forms of sexual
exploitation in Thailand has shown signs of decline.

]n' order to get a better result in the process to slow child prostitution it
will be approprizite to look at it from the roots of the problem-male behavior and the
status of women m the Thai society. Male sexual behavior needs to be questioned and not
accepted as the norm and education in schools should look at gender issues, eliminate
sexual stereotypeszand offer equal opportunities to girls and boys. Another suggestion is
to publicize and r;gake the people aware of the existence of child prostitution and the
problem related to it, to all those innocent or ignorant Thais who are still in the dark
about the existin‘g" problem and a'lvso those who choose to ignore it. 1 believe that
publicizing the issue of child prostitution, no ,matter how painful it will be for the Thais
will help them realize in how immoral something such as child prostitution are which
have ling been 'takerz'_; for granted. This will help them raise their voice and join hands to

fight the growth of social ills such as child prostitution.
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Chapter 3

Social-Economic Impacts of Child Prostitution.

In Thaiiand, Child Prostitution is one of the manifestations of a range of social ills -
brought on by unbalanced economic and social developnﬂent. For the previous 10 to 20
years the Thai sex indﬁstry had béen developing into a highly lucrative commercial
industry. The declining importance of agriculture in the national economy result in
consequent inability of majority of the Thai rural families to wrest a living from farming
alone and they are either landless or indebted to money lenders. As a result men go to the
cities for jobs in'the rapidly growing service sectors and often they do not return, leaving
their wives to raise families single4hande‘g]y. Faced with such pressures children from
these impoverished families are often forced to drop out of schools in"order to help their
parents earn a living. When the children enter the labour force with no skills or education
their fates are sealed, they bécome an easy prey to child exploiters with the ever ready
supply of child labour, a situation that fuel the child sex trade. In developing countries,
the lack of viablé economic opportunities, particularly in rural areas, combined with
rising expectation and the desire to acquire modern goods, contribules to the potential for
exploitation, and also fostered the rise to the debt bondage deals and systematic
exploitation of poor families with available daughters, with the attitude that the sale of
young girls to brotﬁels’ agents is an acceptable form of income.

Low econ(émic condition is the principle reason why children in rural
communities in T‘hai];md are driven inf.o the sex trade. Social pressure, parental

expectation, and a Jack of educational and employment opportunities are some of the
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other factors that put children at risk of economic and sexual exploitation. In some
villages in Noirlhern Thailand, up to 60 to 70 percent of young girls, aged from 11 years
and above ha?é entered the sex t;ade. The demand for child prostitutes grew as AIDS
-become more threatening and people believed ym;nger girls will be safer. The belief that
sex with a child is rejuvenating and vtﬁe publicity of Thailand as a sex-tour destinaﬁon for
pedophiles and é]iems also contribute to the thriving trade in children sex workers.

In the decade of economic boom in Thailand in the 80’s, the average real income
doubled. Many escape from poverty, but many families were excluded from the benefit
of the Boom and the gap between the rich and poor widened very rapidly. In 1981, the
top 10 pefcent households earned seventeen times as much as the bottom 10 percent. By
1994, the multiple was thirty-seven times'. Over one decade, Thailand has become one of
the most unequal societies in the developing world. This unequal distribution of wealth
within Thai sociei_y i$ an obvious faétor why families need their children to leave school
and bring in income when they are still so young. The downfall of Thailand’s economy in
1996-7 has a greai impact on the people as the collapse of the baht triggered a currency
crists and has incféased,unemployment for more than two million people, pay cuts have
reduced living standards for million more and the Government has cut the social security
funding resulting in‘v the increased of povertyz.

Since the economic crisis \in the late 90’s, the streets of Bangkok and other tourist
frequented cities have become home to more and more children. Before the crisis the
majo.rity of street children are from the poor families, in 1998, 10-15% of the children are

from middle class family. Some of them have lived so long in the street and have suffered

! Pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker, Thailand’s Boom and Bust (Bangkok.1998) p.28]
? Thailand presents report to committee on Rights of Child.HR/CRC/98/52(Bangkok,]998) p.1
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abused, that they begdn to abuse younger street children ﬁnd trafficking in children for
prostilulion3. Ranging in age from three to eighteen, these children mostly work on the
street to support their families as they feel that they can help their families to improve
their lives. Méjority of the children are from families of low economic background or
from the neighboring countries of Cambodia and Myanmar, who came willingly or
unwillingly, being trafficked across the border fqr working in massage par]br, tea houses
etc. The dire ecbonomic situation in Myanmar and Cambodia forces many rural people to
migrate _toward»s commercial centers into neighboring countries in order to gain
employment and what they hope to be a better life. In some places as much as 90 percent
of girls have le‘f_t their villages to work. The children are exploited and once they are
lured, forced or sold, they find it difficult to escape prostitutibn.

In the past few years the number of Thai children in sex industry is falling due to
improvement in the economy, educational opportunities and legislation. On the other
hand the number-of economic- prostitutes constantly grow in Thailand following the
horizontal busines‘_s for matenials reasons only. Apart from the children who are forced
into the sex industfy many young girls flee from the less proﬁtubl-e and intensive works in
their provinces to experience thé blessings of civilization in the big cities and to support
themselves and thefr bfami]ies. A substantial portion of the service positioné in the cities
dre related to the tqurism and hospitalities industries, and a large number of the young

women and children migrants end up in the sex trade.

* Bangkok Post, Seplembér 22, 1998.
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Social impzi’ct on child prostitution in Thailand

Traditiénally, Thai society was influence by the Confucian way of life, and the
teachings of Buddhism and the Indian influences, therefore their social values stressed
the family systém, respect for seniority, cause and effect, merit and sin, the gods and the
devils, the ruler and the ruled and also passiveness rather than activeness in the roles they
plays in society“. The roots of Thai society’s social acceptance of prostitution go further
back into history. The Theravada Buddhism values and belief continue to influence the
attitudes and values of most of the Thais as over 90% of Thailand population is Buddhist.
The traditional émphasis on polygamy in Theravada Buddhist society is said to have
fostered the widespread practice of commercial sex work in Thailand today. Polygamy
was outlawed in 1935 but is still practiced today, formally through men having more than
one wife and infof.ma]ly through visiting commercial sex workers”.

In contrast to many societies, women in Thailand have historically played a
central role as income-earners for their families and as financial supporters for their
elders. In terms of'rsocial liberties, males in Thailand occupy a much more advantageous
position then femf;le. Young males are often given few responsibilities and allowed
.considerable'personal and social freedoms. In contrast young women must follow strict
behavioral guidelinés and must assume most of the family and household responsibilities,
while sacrificing their own freedom®. In Thailand today, women and children are

oppressed, abused, exploited and degraded by society. Compounded by rural poverty and

* Sompom Sangchai and Lim Joo-Jock(ed.), Trends In Thailand 11 (Singapore, 1976). p.39

*Walden Bello, Shea Curiningham and Li Kheng Poh, A Siamese Tragedy (London and New York, 1998),
p-231 ' '

® Ibid, p.227
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a lack of eduQaIiona] and economic opportunities, a large number of young.women are
pushed into the sex industry to earn incomes for their families. Thai culture emphasized
that children s"hould listen to their parents and helps their parents, and so performing their
expected du‘tie.'s, children and young women from Thailand’s poverty-stricken north and
northeast of-‘tenn- go willlingly with employment agents to work in Bangko.k’s massage
parlors and other sex ind-us‘try establishments.

According to the report by the World Health Organization, in 1995, the rate of
compulsory educational enrolment in Thailand was 97.7% and grade seven enrolment
93.66%. The adult literacy rate was 93.8% in 1995. However despite these achievements,
an analysis of thg educational structure of the working population in 1996 revealed that
81% were still at primary education level or below and most were unskilled. These mass
uneducated people are mostly from the rural region of the country whose basic income
and livelithood is-agriculture. Due to the decline in agricultural products in the past
decade there is a r;)ass migratipn of the rural youth to uribanv areas in search of a job and
as they have little ';‘c‘education, they find few jobs opportunities. A sizeable proportion of
the male youth fo;med an illegal gangs engage in various crimes and the female and
some male turn to work ranging form hostess in nightclubs to outright prostitution.
Though prostitution' in the country is illegal as well as socially unacceptable, it is widely
spread and most of tihe employees in this business see their job only as a means to support
their poor families. iMost' of the sex workers are either t00 young or are ashamed to
register themselves as they want to escape the social sti gmé attached to their profession.

The sex workers are often banned by the society to return to their civil life.
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Commercial sex as a means for income has become standard for many rural
communities in Thailand. It has been estimated that there are appfoximately two million
commercial sex workers within the country. Overall estimates conclude that one in every
five Thai women aged 13 to 29 is a sex workers’. Thailand has a larger sex entertainment
industry than most of the countries and it has become one of the basis economic earners.
But the problem is that a lot of the Thai’s simply do not know this, and the individual
families are acting out the kind of denial of the unspeakable. Only when faced with the
reality of AIDS the people have started rethinking about the problem of the large sex

industry.

Economic Incentives drive the sex industry.

In Thailand a web of cultural, historical and economic factors have served to
make the sex industry a booming sector of capitalist growth. For centuries, brothels and
the practice of concubine have existed in Thailand, but over the past few decades the sex
industry has expanded rapidly and has become an integral part of the Thai economy and
socielys. The International Labour Organization, according to its surveys in 1998, point
out that many sex workers entered the sex industry for pragmatic reasons and with a
' general sense of awareness of the choice they were making, .while many current studies
highlight the tragic stories of individual prostitutes, especially of women aﬁd children

deceived or coerced into the practice. Sex work is usually better paid than most of the

71y -

Ibid
% Walden Bello, Shea Cunningham and Li Kheng Poh, A Siamese Tragedy (London and New York, 1998)
p.226
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optibns avail:%ble to young and uneducated persons, in spite of the ‘stigmu and danger
attached to 1t 3

In ordér to understand the socio-econqmic underpinnings of the sex industry, the
first requisite \;vou]d be a description of the rural economy, the migration of village youth
to swell the supp]y of cheap, unski]led urban labor, the development of mass international
tourism and tile way _these‘ intersect. One musi' also try» to understand how much
intentionality tli)‘ere is in the system on the account of the conditions of the rural afeas, as
it deliberately makes it worse by weakening traditional patterns of land ownership,
engaging in deforestation schemgs, denying credits for investment in family farms, and
manipulating cgpcia] Water aﬁd irrigation policiesg. The street markets of Thailand also
provide metaphoric reﬂe;:tions of the basic economié issues upon which the sex trade’s
complexsuperstruclure is balanc-éd. For example, the night market in Chiang Mai one of
the best known in the country harbor the most salient collection of metaphors
representing the;e.cbnomic of the sex industry in relation to tourism and of both to the
Thai economy a; a whole'®. [The bazaar in Chiang Mai was originally set up to serve
comparatively pﬁvileged visitoré from Bangkok area, where the craftsmen’s and sellers
of regional delicécies from outlying rural areas converged on provincial urban centers to
sell their wares. nln recent years as tourism has become an important base of the Thai
economy, the vaCélS has shifted from the Théi customer, for whom the Provincial North is

the source of charming arts objects and tasty dishes, to the foreigners who experiences a

fundamentally undiffercntiated Thailand as the bargain paradise with all sorts of Thai

? Ryan Bishop and Lil\]ian S. Robinson, Night Market: Sexual Cults and the Thai Economic miracle (New
York and London, 1998) p.94.
" Ibid, p.93. ‘
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paraphernalia‘sold in the market, along with bootleg audio and video cassettes addressing
an international audience which are of no interest to most of the Thais. Chiang Mai’s
night market thus models a structure of inequality and dependency in which a national
elite is catered by rural and provincial populations and is then suspended by an
international customer to whom the entire pation offers_ its . products, including its

inhabitants, as commodities for sale].
Evolution of Thailand Rural Economy

Thailand’s rural economy has always been agrarian. The Thai economy has
traditionally reli‘ed upon the export of agriculture products as its chief means of support,
particularly rice. In fact Thailand waé the world’s largest exporter éf rice in 1990. This
dependence upon one product caused Thailand great variations in prosperity due to the
changes in world rice prices and fluctuations in harvest. Since the 1950’s Thailand has
seen a rapid extension of the industrial and service sectors, and the relative decline of
agriculture. Over the past generation, forests have been chopped down and the
government closed off the open frontier. Income from agriculture as a whole dropped in
1980’s because of falling crops prices. According to World Bank Development Indicator
and ASEAN Secretariat, agriculture contributes 10% of the GDP in 2001"". The country
economic evolution, starting with the description of landholding and labor relations on |
the mid-nineteenth-century and the economic boom of the late 20" century led to the

striping away of most of the nation’s forest due to the decades of boosting agricultural

" Mark Beeson(ed), Contemporary South East Asia (New York, 2004) p. 6
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eXpon'z. Rice, the main export for hundreds of years, is today exceeded in value terms by
textile, electrénics, and tourism. Although the economy has diversified significantly most
Thais are still linked to the agricultural sector.

The ezirly development effdrts by the Government was committed to economic
growtﬁ _and as growth w‘as,faslef when investment was allowed free play, very few
restrictions we.re ‘imposed. The slow growth in the agricultural sector compared with ihe
industnal sector means that there is novu; a wider economic gap betWeen urban and rural
folks. The policy-maker paid little attention to the distﬁbu(ion of wealth and it wés
assumed that the gains of growth would trickle down to the less privileged. Largely
because of the é_‘romier, and good crops prices, the numbers below the poverty line fell
from 57 percént in 1962/3 to 23 percent in 1981. The strategy of agriculture-export-led
growth was designed to pull the surplus of the countryside to build the city. Under the
strategy the incd;me gap between the urban and rural began to grew wider and with the
growing income l?gap went a growing sénse of disadvantage and exploitation. By 1981 the
urban per capita %ncome was 2.5 times the rural level and began to climb from 2.5 times
in 1981 to 4 tifpes in 1992"°. ‘There is a decline of agriculture and the resulting
consequences of E;mass unemployment and poverty among the rural population due to
deforestation (as a result of the exploitation of its comparative advantage of abundant

i
land, natural resoflrces, and labour with little thought for long-term sustainable growth)
and the resistance by the policy-makers against any attempt to change the basic economic
strategy and its reéulting unequal distribution of income am’éng the village and city. The

job insecurity that'resulted from the financial crisis led to an erosion of workers rights

'2 pasuk Phongpaichit z{nd Chris Baker, Thailand’s Boom and Bust (Bangkok, 1998) p.281.
" Ibid, pp.283.284 . :
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and virtually all groups were effected, although the poor and the vulnerable groups such
as women and children disproportionately so, since the poor spend a larger percentage of
their income én basic goods and therefore are harder hit by price increase and falling
wages.

In 1998, the number of child prostitution in Thailand suddenly jumped by 20
percent resulting to nearly 7000 children iﬁ the sex industry'®. The economy at that time
was already entering recession but the aggressive efforts of currency speculators to turn a
fast profit from the countries’ difficulties were like pouring oil into the flames. The
government unable to service its own foreign debt was forced to slash public spending
and uﬂnemployme';nt quadrupled, resulting in the shot up of the price of basic foods. This
create the migration of a mobile population of rural youth to urban area to provide labor
power for the urban service sector and ultimately working in the sex industry as a result
of restricted jobs opportunities and also due to the terrible pay and working conditions
outside the sex induslry for the uneducated and unskilled laborers like most of them. A
survey conducted by the International Labour Organization among the massage parlors
and brothels in T'ha:i‘!and revealed that most of the girls joined/entered the sex industry for
economic reaéon. A"pa‘r‘t from the desire for certain degree of ‘weahh the sex industry also
offers the possibilitS{ to them to more generously help their families where at the same
time their social slaf@s and the social prestige also grows because of their income, as long
as their way of bread: earnings does not become public. Almost half of these sex workers
had previously workéd in agriculture, and even the children who are forced into or sold

by their parents into sex trade are there due to economics needs.

4 Work Group on a Solidatity socio-economic Alliance 21, Tokyo .9-11 October, 2003
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The sex industry previously considered marginal has come to occupy a strategic
and central position in the development of international capitalism and it is increasingly
taking the guise of an ordinary sector of the economy. This particular expect of
globalization involve an entire range of issues crucial to understanding the problem of
economic exploitation, sexual oppression, capital accumulation, international migration,
unequal development and poverty. In 1998, the International Labour Organization (ILO)
estimated that prostitution represented between 2-14 percent of the economic activities of
Thailand. In recent years under the impact of economic liberalization, women and
children have become new raw material within the framework of national and
international business development. In Thailand trafficking is a 500 million Baht annual
business (equivalent to approximately 124 million US dollars), which represent a value
equal to around 60 percent of the government budget (CATW). The internal traffic of
Thai females consis&s mostly of 12-16 years olds from the hill tribes of the North and the
Northeast. UNICEF estimated that a million children are brought into the sex industry
every year. The industry of child prostitution exploit between 200,000 and 300,000
children in Thailand"®

The earning of Thai workers varied widely according to the sector and the
number of client they entertain, but survey showed a mean income per month of US$800
for all women, with a mean of US$1,400 for massage parlor wori(ers and US$240 for
women in brothels. The total annual value added from prostitution in Thailand is just

over one hundred billion baht'®. The price for child sex worker are much higher as many

'* Richard Poulin, “Globalization and the Sex Trade: Trafficking and the Commodification of Women and
Children”, Canadian Women Studies. volume. 22(Canada), December 3-4, 2003.

' pasuk Phonpaichit, Sungsidh Piriyarangsam and Teerat Nualnoi, Guns, Girls, Gambling, Ganja,
Thailand’s lllegal Economy and Public Policy. (Bangkok. 1998) p. 208.
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societies attach particular exotic value to the idea of sexual innocence and there are some
chients who specifically seek out very yéung children as sexual partners either on the
basis of m.yth%s and misconceptions about sexual health (e.g. the mistaken belief that
children are tlé_ss likely to be HIV infected, or the myth that sex with a young child or
virgin can cure AIDS or other STDs, or the myth that sex with a young child or virgin
will improve i)otency or bring good luck in business ventures) or on the basis of a
particular sexutil interest in powerless or vulnerable prostitutes”.

The past two decades have witnessed a change in rural attitudes toward the value
of female children. As a result of new opportunities to sell a daughter into prostitution,
female sexual éapacity is perceived as having a market value taking “predominance over
male labour, fémilies actually celebrate the birth of a daughter, because she now has’
potentially more access to social mobility”. So it may be unfortunately said that the Thai
values have degiraded to traditional sexism and commodification of sexuality. This is an
example of t‘ht‘e ability of capitalist markets to reinforce traditional structures of
privilege's. U:ndier whatever conditions prevailing, the Thai women unfortunately have a
sorry destiny, which_ are expressed through the phleng luk thung, a country music which
tells of the commt)n experience of migrants, stressing the presénce of economic and about
the full range e)tpen'ences of the urban-migration, differently by both sexes. Women’s
songs speak quite openly about restricted jobs possibilities, the terrible pay and working

conditions outside the sex industry, and the life of those who become prostitutes. Almost

N

17 Bridget Anderson and Julia O’Connell, Trafficking-A Demand Led Problem? (Sweden: Stockholm,
2004) p.43. : '

I8 Ryan Bishop and Lillian S. Robinson, Night Market: Sexual Cults and the Thai Economic miracle (New
York and London, 1998) p.ll.
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all the discussion on phleng luk thung, contained a references to prostitution, whether as
economic phenomena or personal ‘experiencelg .

The rural society lives on subsistence income and hence these economically
depressed areas assure the flow of labour to the industrial and service sectors, including
the sex and tourism industries, they are also one of the places where the economic effects
of those industries are most marked. However the funds sent home to the villages tend to

~ be used for subsistence rather than development, it is not the most active sort of return.

Role of Tourism

Tourism is a major factor in Thailand’s economic structure. It plays a central role
in development strategy. and although it’s badly difficult to measure, it has been the
country’s largest earner of foreign exchange since 1982. Many of the studies about
economic effects of tourism have essentially been propagated to explain that the soft
development of tourism allows a country to package resources it already possesses, such
as scenery, crafts, climate and friendly people. Tourism has been posited as a solution for
the Third World country for almost half a century where poverty is under development. It
has been widely embraced at the national and international level, and even Thailand has
implemented Tourism in order to develop its economy and increase its Gross Domestic
Product after the. country economic crisis. In the latest phase of globalization of the last

few decades, with the availability of cheap airfares making international travel accessible

"% 1bid, p. 23.
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even 1o woridng class people of the advanced industrialized: countries, tourism has
become one bf the key sources of foreign exchange and economic ‘development’ for
many develop."jng countries. The Thai government started taking an interest in tourism as
an economic Eprcé in the glow of the cold war and the Tourist Organization of Thailand,
with the inlerést for'promoting the industry, publicly campaign the year 1987 as “Visit
Thailand Year” and its slogan was: “The one fruit of Thailand more delicious than Durian
(a native fruit)-its young women®

In recent years, as international tourism gained momentum, the focus of
commerce has shifted from local customer to foreign tourists, to the extent that tourism is
marked by its vendors and understood, purchased, and experienced by its customers as
access to sexual services, prostitution also moves from the super structure to the base,
which means that sexuality itself not or}u]yI constitutes parts of culture but become part of
political economy. In the 1960s, 1970s, and even the eariy 1982s, as commercial sex with
-forei_gners— milit?ary personnel, bpsiness travelers, and tourists- became an increasingly
significant part ottf the Thai economy, the standard academic studies and reference works
remained silent ébout both phenomena.‘The phenomenon of sex tourism has added a
novel dimension T the sex industry fuels the expansion of the tourism industry in general,
and vice versa, a;nd whatever ité congruencies with Thai sexual tradition, sex tourism
assumes the impoftanée it does preciselyi because of its international dimension®'

The economic rc;ots of sex tourism and the underlining of the entire Thai sex

trade are acknowledged by the industry’s apologists as well as its critics. There are two

parts to the Thai policy of promoting tourism: one is to sell the cultural and physical

20 "

Ibid, p. 66. i
2! Radha Jhappan, Of Tsunamls and Sexual Exploitation: The Political Economy Of Supply and Demand n
the Sex Tourism and Trafﬁckme Trades, Asian Women, volume 20 (Korea, 2005), p.144
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beauty of the'_‘ country; the other is to promote the Thai person, which includes the sex
related serviée;s. In 1976, the head of the Tourist Authority of Thailand acknowledged

with some qualifications the truth of the accusation that tourism encourages prostitution
{
but added that prostitution in the country exists mainly because of the state of Thai

economy, beca}use everyone needs to earn their income and also, if they can create jobs
they can provide per capita income and do away with prostitutionzz. Although itis almost

impossible to see as to how economic growth arising from prostitution based tourism
could do away with prostitution.

Tourism has brought enormous growth 1in the construction of hotels, golf courses,

*
i

condominiums, ‘::restaurants and various kinds of entertainment in the cities, and in
provincial Vil]ages as well. On the global scale tﬁe economics 6f tourism embraces
considerations like the industrialization of leisure, the interesfs of transnational airlines
~and hotel chains; and the provision of hard currenéy to developing areas. Promotion of
tourism means p%omotion of shopping as well as sexuality and the promise of sexual
fulfillment, w‘heré natural béauty becomes a commodity that can attract tourist. “Amazing
A _

Thailand” was the teurism campaign from 1998-99, promoted to foreign men to come
and see Thailand’s beautiful women and to enjoy ‘the thriving sex industry.

Apart froﬁ legalized prostitution available to tourists in Bangkok, there is large
scale well-deve]o?;d illegal traffic in children in the North-East of Thailand. There is a
massive migration x‘of people from village to towns for works during the dry season and -

H .

+

around the railway station children are col]ected,"brought and sold for different kinds of

. Ryan Bishop and Lllllan S: Robinson, Night Market: Sexual Cults and the Thm Economic miracle
(New York and London’ 1998) p-99.
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work in massage houses, restaurants, tea houses and brothels™® Tourism impact on sex
industry has been a major contemporary contributor to the growth of child prostitution in
Thailand. The infrastructures of mainstream tourism have been easily deployed by the
sex tourism business, Fhe International Labour Orgamization estimates that minors
account for 10 — 15% of the labour market in tourism. Minors are especially vulnerable to
sexual exploitation as many have personal contact with tourists as waiters,
chambermaids, tourist guide or béach vendor, and may be sexually exploited by their
employers, recruiters, or other workmates®®. In 1986, a survey conducted by Thammasat
University, shows that most of the children involved in sex trade lack educationband
come mostly fror;I the Northern region. The survey also shows that eight out of ten
children are lured into it, while the rest come with relatives or friends knowing that they
will become independent prostitutes®. However it is difficult to find accurate statistics in
the prevalence of ¢hild commercial séx workers and that of sex tourism as no official
statistics are kept by the officials of the country, nor would they be reliable if they were,
as most people do no admit that that is their reason for visiting the country or region. In
Thailand, customer can order virgins who are only 13-14 years old for 130 to 230 US
dolars. The owner of the tea houses proéure virgins girls from poor parents for 90US
dollars each and forced them to be available for the sexual desire of both the local and
tourist customers=’.

Some interesting observation given by O’Connell Davidson, on her analysis of child

prostitution and sex tourism in Thailand, is how sex tourism by white men affords the

} S.K.Ghosh, The world of Prostiute, volume 1, (New Delhi, 1996), p.512.

* Radha Jhappan, Of Tsunamis and Sexual Exploitation: The Political Economy Of Supply and Demand
in the Sex Tourism and Trafficking Trades, Asian Women, volume 20 (Korea, 2005), p.153.

3 S K. Ghosh, The world of prostitution, volume I, (New Delhi, 1996), p.512.

* Ibid
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reconstruc‘tio.n of their masculinity, especial]y for working class and unattractive men
who might feel ;disempowered on their own nqtionnl contexts, whereby they can improve
their relative ra{'hking'on a sexualized and racial scale. The intérnel has also proved an
invaluable I'eSO':iere for those wishing to sexuallyv exploit children. There are numerous
sites where c‘hi?d sex tours and pornography are available. Many of these sites provide
potential infoﬁgf\ation sex estab]ishmems. and prices in various destinations, including
information on how to procure chi‘]dl prostitutes, with pornographic accounts written by
other child sex tourists or sex tour travel agents who cater to child sex tourists. In March
1996, a Thai court convicted a German citizen of child molestation and production of
pornography for commercial purpbses, and until recently,.a sizeable portion of the
pornography seized in Sweden and the Netherlands Was produced by sex tourists visiting
Asia. There is a links between child pornography, sex tourism, and trafﬁéking as many of
the detected séx tourism cases includes seizures of child pornography?’. The practice of
child sex louri}sm can erode the e-conomic,- social, and‘ moral integrity of a nation, where
as the greates‘t; victims are the defenseless children who have to suffer both physical and
psychologicaliproblems as a résult of their exploitation. In addition to the direct harm

\

inflicted on children, child sex tourism also has damaging implications for all fabrics of
Lk

society: glob'afl health, economy, education, and security.

2
-

1

7 Radha Jhappzi‘n, Of Tsunamis and Sexual Exploitation: The Political Economy Of Supply and Demand in
the Sex Tourism and Trafficking Trades, Asian Women, volume 20 (Korea, 2005). pp. 146-147.
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Supply Corresponds To Demand

In every existing economy, demand of a product or service requires an equally
- proportional supply to maintain a stable continuity of the trade, where it is beneficial to
| prodqce that wl{ich is demanded. Demand and supply are impelled by social, political,
cultural, economic, institutional, and structural forces that vary in different soc-ieties and
at different times. In cases like child prostitution, increasing the availability of supply not
only stimulates the pre-existing demand but also create new demand. The demand for sex
workers goes back in the history of the Thai’s, but the wide spread commercial sex
workers begins wnh the Vietnam war and the establishment of Thailand as a brothel for
American Gls onvleave‘

It is good fo remember, before even looking at the families where the girls come
from or the circumsta-nces under'whicih they are sold or bonded, that none of this wou]d
be taking place Wifhout a demand from men for the sexual services of underage girls. One
of the funda.mentai forces s'tru.c‘t.u.ring the demand for the sexual services of children of
women is that of naa]e sexuality. A child engaged in prostitution is usually being forced
by people or by cir",cumstanc’es into commercial sex. It is usually adults who create child
prostitution throug?l;' their demand for children as sexual objects, their misuse of power
and their desire for profit. Many societies attach particular erotic value to the idea of
sexual innocence, and because young people are imagined to be sexually inexperience,
passive, and undeménding there are some clients who are specially drawn to underage
sex workers. Some specifically seek out young children, either on the basis bf myths or

misconceptions about sexual health; or a focused sexual interest in pre-pubertal; or on the
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basis of a pariicular sexual interest in powerless or vulnerable prostitutes. Demand for sex
with pre-pubertal children is not a common or widespread feature of the commercial sex
market, but it .idoes not mean that the demand for it is negligible. In Thailand the demand
for boy prostitptes is particularly high among gay tourists. Children are often pushed by
social structurés and individual agents into situations in which adults take advantage of
their vulnerabi]{‘;ity and sexually exploit and abuse them.

On the ;upply side, one of the difﬁculties that girls face within the family can be a
lack of support for their own needs above those of the family. Thai traditional attitudes to
children, especially girl chi-‘]drenb, as subordinate to the need of the family, make it easier
to supply or sacﬁﬁce a child to the sex industry. One such example for the availability of
supply is that, wheﬁ there was 2 droug-htv in Northeastern part of the country at the end of
2004, the poor rice crop that resulted send many youné girls down from their
i-mpbverished villages on the plains of Isaan to harvest the demand of the tourist in the
big city. The sex industry previously considered marginal, has come to occupy a strategic
and central positibn in the development of international capitalism, and far from being
considered an illicit and economically insignificant sector the multi-billion sex trade has
instnuated itse]f”'in" the main stream economy of Thailand, with a variety of beneficiary
beyond the sex workers, pimps, brothels owners and patrons. As Jong as conditions such
as mentioned pre_vzi_.il in the Country there will always be a ready supply of children énd
women ripe for seX{ua] exploitation. The supply side will never end as long as there are
poor countrics, cor%imunities, classes, and fndividuals and people who demand their
services. Hence it cén be stated although the government and NGOs working in the area

might consider policies aimed at education, economic development and rescue of the sex
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workers, it is also necessary to realize that the real problem is not the supply but that of

demand.

Conclusion.

The socio-economic condition of Thailand plays a huge role in the growth of sex
industry in the country and vice versa. Job losses, loss of income and a spiraling cost of
living especially for basic necessities, have threatened the basic survival of many families
across the couniry. Tourism is one of the main contributors of the country’s economy and
as such the Government has tai(en high initiatives to promote toﬁrisrﬁ globally. This rise
in the number of tourist resulted as a catalyst for the increase in the demand for young
girls to join the commercial sex tradé. This demand creates a job opportunity for the mass
inflow of young and uneducated rural youth. Thus it becomes a source of livelihood not
only for the youths and their families but also for the middlemen, hotel and restaurant
proprietors, and the travel agency. For this reason, even though the Government takes
steps to check the rise of child prostitution, they are not keen to eliminate prostitution as a
whole as it is one of their main source of economic income and it contributes a good
percentage to the Gross Domestic Product of the country.

The economic boom in Thailand has been divisive. It has widened the gap
between rich and poor, city and provinces, urban and rural. The Government was so keen
on the growth of the economy that they have neglected the issues such as distribution,
social justice, and environmental protection was as important. The law has not been

effective in limiting the social cause of the economic boom. The result of urban
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development hés been rural decline. Within a span of ten years or so agriculture has been
transformed frc;‘,m the country’s main economic device to a minor part.

The major obstacle for the study of the social and economic impact of child
prostitution in Thailand is that no specific data is available in the number of children
involved in the.sex trade. Even the numbers given by many NGOs working for the
upliftment of women and children are mostly approximation. In this matter the
Government is also unable to provide valid and precise information about the child
prostitutes as these form of social ills usually exist as a secret industry. Nonetheless child
prostitution still f;XiStS and the social and economic factors, at the moment, unfortunately

continue to influence its existence.
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Chapter 4

Psychological and Health Effects on the Adolescent Prostitute.

The sex trade in Thailand has many lasting consequences on children and their
well being. Although direct data are very limited, the sexual exploitation of children
through prostitution results in serious, often life threatening consequences regarding
physical, psychological, and social health and development of the child. The sex trade is
an extremely unsafe job where the children suffer from abuse by traffickers, pimps,
brothels oWners and their clients, and also are exposed to dangerous sexually
transmittable disease that are sweeping through Thailand almost epidemically. The
sexually exploited children in most of the societies become a social outcast. Their future
fertility and psychological capaéity to establish healthy relationships and their own
family is usually being sériously compromised. At a community level, the commercial
sexual exploitation of children represent an erosion of human values and rights that
threaten the health of the society'. The child prostitute may experience degrading
symptoms such as depression, self destructive tendencies, inability to enter mainstream of
society and ostracism.

Child victims of sexual abuse may experience enduring feelings of guilty, shame
and emotional isolation. The infliction of serious bodily injury upon a child leaves
psychological scarg, which ehdures long over after physical wounds are healed. The
development of a healthy personality will be serioqsly jeopardized for a child, who feels

unsafe, unwanted and uncared for. They suffer from 10w self esteem, trauma syndrome,

! Mark A. Belsey, The Health and Development of the Girl Child: The Special Role of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, p.12
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guilt whic_h in turn leads to poor development and in some cases it can be stated that the
child survive the ordeals rather than develop into a healthy adult®. Any or all of the
child’s cognitive, moral, psychological and social cognitive development may be
permanently altered by a traumatic event like the one they will experience in joining
willingly or unwillingly the commercial sex trade. Anxiety, insomnia, depression, and
post-traumatic stress disorder are common among child prostitutes.

Unsanitary and crowded living conditions, coupled with poor nutrition, foster a
host of adverse health conditions such as scabies, tuberculosis, and other communicable
diseases. The children suffer growth and development problems and develop complex
psychological and neurological consequences from deprivation and trauma. As children
has not yet had the opportunity to develop their emotional, moral, physical or social
foundations fully, they are particularly vulnerable to traumatic experiences which in turn
have a long lasting effect on the psychological and physical health of the child®. During
childhood and the transition to adulthood, the reproductive system of girls is particularly
vulnerable to infection. The cells and secretions of the physiologically immature
reproductive tract are much less capable as compared to adults, in resisting invasion and
damage by sexually transmitted microorganisms. As a result, the child victim of
prostitution may also experience a lifetime of recurrent illnesses, such as fertility
problems, pregnancy complication, malnutrition, tuberculosis and. potentially fatal danger

in light of the spread of HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) and AIDS (Acquired .

?'$.M. Mahendra Simha Karna, Child Abuse in India : an Overview, Third Concept, February 2006, p.35

¥ Geraldine Van Bueren, “Opening Pandora’s Box-Protecting Children against Torture, Cruel. Inhuman and
Degrading Treatment and Punishment”, in Geraldine Van Bueren, ed.. Childhood Abused: Protecting
Children against Torture, Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and Punishment. Programme on
International Rights of the Child (Ashgate, Dartmouth, USA, 1998) p.60
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Immune Deficiency Syndrome). They are also associated with cervical cancer, like

Human Papilla Virus (HPV) a common sexually transmitted disease.

The sex »lrade in Thailénd is an extremely dangerous job for many women and
children. The:Trafﬁckers and middle men who work in this operation have complete
control over thie chi]drén_, leaving them with no rights or freedom over their own bodies
therefore ensle‘ivi-‘ng them to a world of sex. The children are so psychologically and
emotionally abused that they can not eécape their horrendous working conditions. The
traffickers restrain the children from leaving or escaping by placing debt bondage on
them. The children who are in these situations are often. too vulnerable and scared to
leave because t‘};ey are insecure and moreover they find it difficult to adapt to the society.
And even if they do escape, they are either hunt down by the pimps or their families
themselves return them or resell them to other pimps. Child prostitute often will not seek
counseling for their problems because they are suspicious of outsiders and authorities,
fear rejection, and fear change. Prostitutes often fear admitting they have been harmed.
They may have difficulty establishing enough control over their own lives to seek
counseling, and they may fear that health care and other services will not help them

_ because they are prostitutes.

In many brothels where the girls are working the owner's only concern is that the
girls do not get pré_,gnant. The brothel owner will hand out condoms to the clients that
come, but the use Oif the condom is left entirely up to the client. Most of the girls who
worked in brothels did not know about AIDS or what it was. AIDS/HIV did not come

into public consciousness in Thailand until the 1990's. Because there is a demand of
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~ having sex without condoms many, women and children are exposed to various venereal
diseases. Most men who had unprotected intercourse with prostitutes also had
unprotected intercourse with non-prostitutes, without a hint of irony, “while Thai men

will wear condoms for family planning, they object to them with girlfriends and
i
, 1
prostitutes”-meaning that the man that patronize prostitutes bring the ‘disease home to

their wives, an(ﬂ_ ultimately, their children®. HIV positive rates reached proportions of 41

b

percent to 54 i;ercent among commercial sex workers in brothels. With the number of
women being exposed to AIDS there was a report estimating how many women actually
were infected with HIV. In 1993 the government reported that approximately 450,000

Thai women were infected with HIV. The growing occurrence of AIDS in women has
: ] )

contributed to some of the reasons why children have become involved in the sex trade.

Pimps and brothel owners thought that they would be less likely infected. Pimps also like

’,

to market children as "clean virgins” so they will pay more for children because the

b
i

misconception is;that children do not carry disease. This idea is not true because children
are more ]ikely tcé’l carry A]DS/H]V because their bodies are not fully developed and they
bruised easily cz?psing it easier for the virus to enter their bodies. AIDS and HIV are
affecting many wfomen and children involved in the sex trade because of the demand of

¥

young females to‘enter into the sex trade. The children and women in the sex trade are

4

not only the victim of the HIV virus; they are one of the factors responsible for the spread

TR .. 5
and transmission of the virus in and around the Country".

* Deepa Ollipaly; PI‘OS%iIllinII in Thailand and Southeast Asia, May 1994,
* Walden Bello, Shea Cunningham and Li Kheng Poh, A Siamese Tragedy(London and New York, 1998)
p-219 -
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AIDS and the Child Sex Industry in Thailand

While fl(he practice of child sex tourism can erode the economic, social, and moral
integrity of a i_nation, the greatest victims are, of course, the defenseless children: their
voices unheard;, their stories untold, their plight implacable, and their innocence stolen.
| They must ené’iure the immédiate and long-term emotional, psychology and physical
impact of sex&al éxploitalion. To make matters even worse, in countries with limited
educational opportunities, people are ill-informed of the health risks and the severe long-
term psychological harm that is inflicted on children who are sexually exploited. The first
HIV (Human Ir%munodeﬁc\iency Virus) positive case in Asia was reported in Thailand in
1984. By 1989,"in Thailand HIV has spread to the general population from intravenous
drug users to commercial sex workers, to sexually active men, and soon after to non high
risk groups inc]ﬁ;ding married women, children and newborns®. In 1994 it was estimated
that 33 per cen.t of all commercial sex workers in Thailand were HIV posiiive. In
Thailand as man?y as 70% of the girls rescued from the sex industry are infected with
HIV. Because AIDS is a social disease, economic and sociocultural practices determine
the rate of spreaéj and the socioeconomic groups will most likely be affect. Poverty,
labour migration, and the sex industry have serv.ed as the key elements in the spread and

intensity of AIDS in Thailand’.

HIV managed to get established in the population before a successful national policy
was enacted and tHe consequences are now apparent. It has been estimated that almost 1

million people have been infected with HIV in Thailand since the beginning of the

¢ Ibid, p.223
7 Ibid, p.224
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epidemic and this number continues to grow, although at a slower rate than before.
Nearly 66,000 people died of A]DS and 755,000 people were living with HIV/AIDS in
1999%. The rising infection level among sex workers launched subsequent waves of the
epidemic in the male clients of sex workers, their wives, and partners, and their children
as well. According to a survey report made by UNAID in UNICEF, “The State of the
World’s Children 2003, an estimated numbers of Childfen (0-14 years) living with
HIV/AIDS at the end of 2001, was 2],-0009. The Health Ministry in Thailand has noted
that the rate of HIV infection among teenagers rose during 2002 from 11% to 17%. The
epidemic hit hardest at the lower levels of urban society, where the government’s discreet
publicity and targeted campaigns failed to get through to either sex workers or clients.
The highest incidence rates were found among hill tribe girls and illegal immigrants

drafted into the cheapest level of the sex industry'®.

Thai]aﬁd, has a high prevalence rate of HIV among the commercial sex workers, the
clients’ fear o_f infection has led traffickers to recruits younger women and girls,
sometimes as young as ten years. Many come from éreas in neighboring countries which
are perceived to be unaffected by the AIDS pandemic. This ensures their purity or
virginity which increase their value. Although pedophiles have always sought out young
children, the AIDS scare has escalated the use of children by all customers, thus
increasing the risk of infection for the child. Victims of forced prostitution are
particularly exposed to health risks, especially sexually transmitted diseases (STDs)

because they are not allowed to negotiate the terms of sex. Aside from the risk of sexual

* Foundation for Children, Government Population Poverty Street kids Sex Workers Trafficking in
Children AIDS/HIV (Bangkok. n.d.). p.5

? UNICEF, The State of the World's Children 2003.

' pasuk Phongpaichit and Chris Baker, Thailand’s Boom and Bust (Bangkok 1998), p. 295.
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intercourse with many clients, the growing popularity of contraceptive injections in
brothels also leads to the spread of disease, since the brothels owners often used the same
and possibly contaminated needle several times''. These children may also show physical
abuse symptoms aﬁnd i]]nesse;s, as well as mental instability, depression and anxiety.
Additionally, the child victims of prostitution often lose interest in social activities and

withdraw from the society itself 2

Throughout adolescence, self-esteem.appears to be affected by competence in certain
valued domains suéh as physical attractiveness, peer acceptance, and perceived support
from peers, family, or others. Identity is critical during adolescence. It reflects the
formation of a stabi‘e, coherent picture of oneself that includes an integraﬁon of one's past
and present experiences and a sense of where one is headed in the future. However
children in the sex trade have no stable or clear picture of where they are headed. They
are stigmatized by the society and when they become infected with AIDS they become
social outcasts. And even if they happen to return to their communities of origin they
increased the prevalence of STD and HIV. The communities themselves are also not yet
equipped with either knowledge or strategies to combat the bio-medical and social
problems related to: HIV/AIDS. The end result of stigma beiyng the demolition from “a
whole and usual pierson to a tainted, discounted one” (Goffman 1963). The public
perceptions of these diseased children were diverse, some assuming that the children
could have avoided the disease if they have not chosen a deviant way of life. Being

labeled as a deviant?identity has a profound impact on the children’s self image and their

" U.N. Document, Special Report on Violence Against Women. its Causes and Consequences(Geneva,
1994), p.50 .

12 Jaeyeon Lee and Sohée Jeon, The Violation of Children’s Rights Committed by Child Pormography on
the Internet, Asian Women (South Korea), Volume 20,2005, p.213
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social relationship with others. The HIV/AIDS menace has gripped the society and the
victims of trafficked children for commercial sex trade are targeted as the source and
spreaders of the infection. This projection is resulting into further revictimisation of the

victims of child prostitution. They are becoming the targets of social wrath".

State Responses Towards Battling AIDS.

Thailand's new constitution which came into effect in 1997 p]acéd considerable
imporiance to the upholding of human rights. Much attention is also being placed on
educational reform. Both these developments have provided a valuable framework and
Thailand is making headway in efforts to alleviate and eradicate poverty in its various
manifestations, including the commercial sexual éxploitation of children and the spread
of AIDS among Iﬁe child commercial sex workers. Thailand’s AIDS programme focuses
on three objectives: to reduce sexual contact with different partners, to increase condom

use, and to treat STDs quickly and effectively'

The nitial policy response was limited as in the 1980s the prevailing view was
that AIDS was a dfsease brought from abroad that would be confined to a few individuals
in high-risk groupé, such as gay men and injecting drug-users, and would not spread more
widely. A govemrﬁent official insisted that the situation was ﬁnder control. It was not
until 1991, with a 'fne\.zxf Prime Minister, Anand Panyarachun, that AIDS prevention and

control became a national priority at the highest level. The new prime minister took

13 National Commission for Women, Tratficking A Social Legal Study (New Delhi), 2001, p. 7
" Walden Bello, Shea Cunnigham and Li Kheng Poh. A Siamese Tragedy (London and New York, 1998),
p-235. ’
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several importént steps that have since been credited with helping to slow the epidemic.
Firstly, the AIDS control program was moved from the Ministry of Public Health to the
Office of the .jPrime Minister, increasing its political influence, and the budget was
increased almost 20-fold to $44 million in 1993, Secondly, a massive public
information campaign on AIDS was launched under the leadership of cabinet member
Mechai Virava:i;'iya, a well-known Thai AIDS activist and politician. When AIDS began
exploding across Thailand in the late 1980’s, Machai, then an economist active in family
planning issues, began his now famous campaign to get people to use condom to stop the
spread of the disease. He handed them out to prostitute in the red-light districts, and blew
them up like bélloons in front of startlets housewife. Thais -begin calling condoms
“Mechais” and Mechai “Mr.condom™®.  Anti-AIDS messages were aired on the
country's state-owned radio and television stations, and every schoo‘] was required to
teach AIDS educ:ation classes. The high-profile campéign was initia]ly unpopular with
the influential tou;ism industry, and tourism indeed temporarily declined. However, once
AIDS had a prominent place on the national agenda, opposition to the measures gradually
faded and support iﬁcreased. Appointed to the cabinet in 1991, Mechai helped lunch what
the World Bank c-al]ed “one of the few international example of an effective national
AIDS prevention ‘p{'rogram”'7 known as the '100 percent condom program'. This program
aimed to enforce consistent condom use in alli commercial sex establishments. Condoms
were distributed fre.;-: to brothels and massage parlours, and sex workers and their clients

were required to use them.

'> Owen C., “Alarming Spread of AIDS virus in Thailand may Threaten Country’s Recent Economic
Gains™, Asian Wall Street Journal(Bangkok ) . Vol.13, No.51, 1991, p.4
16 Robert Horn, Back to no Future, Time Asia, (Hong Kong), October 16, 2000, p.22.
17 4
Ibid.

62




It 1s éstimated that within Thailand, 90 per cent‘of the commercial sex workers
have an accurate knowledge of the mode of transmission of HIV and the use of condom
to prevent infection. However, because many commercial sex workers are still forbidden
to demand the use of condom, and because many men feel it deprives them of their
masculinity or full enjoyment of sex, it remains an inconsistence practice especially in
lower class brothels'®. Although nearly 1 million Thais have been infected with the HIV
virus, the institution estimates the number is 395,000 lower than it would have been
without the programme initiated by Mechai'®. But tragically Thailand is shipping
backward. Demand for treatment from the growing numbers of infected people is taxing
scarce resources and most criticaily the Thai Government since 1996 has been steadily
cutting its AIDS expendiiure. According to a draft of a World Bank report 2000, the

current AIDS budget of $34 million is 28% less then it was four years agozo.

The second "National Plan for Prevention and Alleviation of the AIDS Problem”,
which covered the period from 1997 to 2001, maintained the previous effective programs,
whilst adopting a more holistic approach, which included mobilizing the efforts of
communities and people living with HIV/AIDS?. In the late 1990s, the Asian Financial
Crisis resulted in a significant reduction and reorientation in the 1998 budget for AIDS
prevention and control. Funding for medical interventions was scaled back significantly.
Support for condom distribution was also reduced. In 2000, the total amount of funds

dedicated to HIV/AIDS programmes in Thailand from all sources was $65 million.

'® Walden Bello, Shea Cunnigham and Li Kheng poh, A Siamese Tragedy (London and New York, 1998).
.236.
R" Robert Horn, Back to no Future, Time Asia, (Hong Kong), October 16, 2000. p.22.
£ B
Ibid.
' World Bank, “Thailand's Response to AIDS: Building on Success, Confronting the Future”, Thailand
Social Moniror V, (Thailand), 2000, p.10-11.

63



The ﬂ{lird "National Plan for the Prevention and Alleviation of HIV/AIDS in
Thailand”, wh:jch covers the period from 2002-2006, was launched at the end of 2001,
and continues;lhe wérk‘ of the previous National Plan (1996-2001)*. There are three
specific targets in relation to this plan. Firstly, to (educe adult HIV p.reva]ence to less than
1% by the endiof the plan period. Secondly, to pro\/ide access 1o care and support for at
least 80% éf tléle people hiving with HIV/AIDS and other affected individuals. Thirdly,
local administr;tions and community organizations throughout the country will both plan ,

and carry out work on HIV/AIDS prevention and alleviation.

Five strategies have also been identified by Ihé government as a priority in
tackling the ﬂIV/AIDS épidémic in Thailand. Firstly, individuals, families and
community organizatioﬁs have to be made aware of the role they play in the prevention
and alleviation :of HIV/AIDS. Secondly, health and social welfare services will be
established for E;he prevention and alleviation of HIV/AIDS: T.hirdly, knowledge and
research will be% developed, in accordance with the fourth part of the strategy, that of
international coo’pe’ratioh. Finally, a management system will be developed to integrate

the tasks of HIV/AIDS prevention and alleviation.

Though the government has come up with much strategy to tackle the HIV/AIDS
epidemic in Thailand, it is still at an increasing stage among several risk groups like
children who are sexually abused. The 100 percent condom usage in Thailand is

important but without breaking down deep rooted social practices it will not be effective.

Many researcher and activist believe that the problem with the condom campaign is that

22 National AIDS Pre\;(enlion and Alleviation Committee, “National Plan for the Prevention and Alleviation
of HIV/AIDS in Thailand 2002-2006", November 2001.
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it focuses on prostitution and misleads men into believing they are safe as long as they

are not sleeping with prostitute:‘:.

NGO Participation

There is great hope for Thailand’s battle against AIDS, as it has one of the
strongest NGO movements in Asia, with several hundred organizations playing an active
and critical role in addressing social issues. One of the origins of the NGO Movement in
Thailand was the traditional movement of the left which collapsed in the 1980s. The non
communist movement stressing rural regeneration known as the Thai Rural
Reconstruction Movement, attracting many young Thais was also considered as one of
the origins of the NGOs movements in Thailand. The activist humanitarianism became
the model for the Thai Volunteer Service (TVS), which in the late 1970s and early 1980s
was the seeding-ground for many social activists who were prominent in the
environmental, social, and anti-AIDS struggles of the late 1980s and early 1990s** The
NGOs plays a very vital role in prevention, care, and community support programmes
and are better able to reach those at higher risk and also individual at the grassroots level.
The act‘ivities of the NGOs involve in AIDS include research, education, counseling,

provision of AIDS hotlines, and needle exchanges®.

The Daughter’s Education Programme (DEP), based in Thailand northeast,

addresses the issues of child sex trade and the child labour, and support over 400 girls to

** Walden Bello, Shea Cunnigham and Li Kheng poh, A Siamese Tragedy (London and New York, 1998),
.236.

* Ibid. p. 243.

™ 1bid, p. 237.
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remain in education or training, assisting with school fees for those whose families are
too poor to fund their education, equipment, training and extra curriculum activities to
keep young girls out of brothels. DEP founder Sompop Jantraka, believes created the
organization upon the believe that child prostitution will only end when the root causes

2
are addresses®.

End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT) is an international
organization, founded in 1991, with headquarters in Thailand. The organization’s goal is
to eradicate child prostitution worldwide. It has launched a four-part action plan that has
had remarkable - results in just five years. The core of ECPAT plan is lobbying
governments to persuade them to enact laws protecting children. The group then works to
make sure the laws are enforced. Further, ECPAT works with rural leaders to convince
parents not to sell their children into prostitution. The organization also campaigns to
dissuade tourists from the sexual exploitation of children and publishes the names of
foreign pedophiles found in Asian countries. Others, such as the Rejoice Charity which is
a multi faceted grassroots project based in the Chiang Mai province in northern Thailand,
provide a desperately needed medical and social suppbrt system to the population of very
poor, sick and underprivileged people living in Chiang Mai's villages, slums
communities, and the surrounding hill/mountain areas throughout the Chiang Mai
province, Thailand. In particular, Rejoice Charity programming addresses the diverse
array of basic medical and social needs demonstrated by the men, woman and children

infected with or affected by HIV/Aids.

2 1bid.
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Empower another women’s organization in Thailand, provides health education
for female commercial sex workers (CSW) with foreign clientele and teaches them how
to read and write in Thai and how to speak English in order to minimize exploitation and
enable them to negotiate safer sex in English. The International. Labour Organization
(ILO) also started a project called the “Campaign Against AIDS”, which trains leaders of
Thai trade unions on the reality of AIDS?’. Thai Women’s Organization, in particular has
play a key role in bringing the problem of the sex indus;ry in the forefront. Because of the
strength of Thailand’s Women’s Movements, women’s in NGOs have been effective .in
vocalizing the need to improve the situation of poor women. They have also been
effective in making the connection between impoverishment, lack of economic

opportunities, and sex work®®,

Measures Taken by the Tourism Authority of Thailand

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) unequivocally supports the fight
against child prostitution and opposes all forms of sex tourism to Thailand. TAT has
taken a firm stance on preventing and discouraging sex-rela_ted tourism and pursues the
following policies on the prevention of sex tourism, and particularly child prostitution.
While the primary responsibility in dealing with child prostitution or commercial sexual

exploitation of children (CSEC) in Thailand lies in the hands of the enforcers of law - the

27 s

Ibid.
** Darunee Tantiwiramanond and Shashi Ranjan Pandey, By Women, For Women: A Study of Women's
Organizations in Thailand (Singapore, 1991), p.159.
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police and the public prosecutors, TAT does what it can within its scope of authority to

eradicate the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

TAT play the fole of an agency responsible for the promotion and control of
tourism and tour-guide businesses and is entrusted with ensuring compliance with
standards as prescribed by law for the benefit of all parties concerned and for the nation'’s
tourism industry. TAT initiated the draft of a Tourist Business and Guide Bill which was
passed by the National Assembly on May 18, 1992, followed by Ministerial Regulations
that have been in force since May 28, 1993. The Bill empowers TAT to take punitive
action against tourism operators whose actions are seen to be detrimental to the Thai

tourism industry and negatively impact the country's image and reputationzg.

According to the Tourist Business and Guide Bill and the accompanying
Ministerial Regulations, individuals wishing to become tour operators and tour guides are
required by faw to apply for a permit either from the Tourist Business and Guide
Registration Office, or the Governors of provinces with tourism business. It also
‘stipulates that tourism operators are to refrain from any acts that will compromise the
reputation, integrity and ethical standards of the tourism industry. A tourism operator
who is found to be in violation of this particular Article faces a penalty of between 5,000
to 20,000 Baht in fines and suspension of the permit for a period deemed appropriate by
the Registrar, but not exceeding 6 months. In the case of repeat offences, the permit will

be revoked™®.

® TAT News, Thailand 2002.
* Ibid.
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While TAT is limited in what it is able to do in the enforcement of laws which
protect children from sexual exploitation, it keeps a close monitor on tour operators and

promotions offering sex tours to Thailand and works closely with law enforcement

authorities, keeping the relevant authorities informed in order to pursue appropriate

courses of action. To ensure that Thailand is not seen as a "a sex tourism destination”,
1 ' :

TAT has madé3 a conscious and consistent attempt over the past many years to radically
change thé per_?'ceived image of the éountry as being a predominantly "male” destination,
an image tha_t-has been the countfy's legacy as a result of its involvement as an "R&R"
base serving military personnel during the Cold War years. Some of the key strategies

i

include: Promoting Thailand as a family destination".

For exqfnp]e, TAT has introduced a variety of innovative niche toqrism products
with special ap‘peal for women travelers such as shopping, Thai cuisine, health, natural
healing a‘r.ad be'%auty, and has organized severa.l high impact promotional campaigns,
“jointly with ol_hér public and private sector operators ﬁationwide. Recent surveys
conducted by sé{\/efa-l leading travel publications pfove that these destinations promotions

!
. have successfulliy reinforced Thailand's reputation as a world-class "Shopper’s Paradise”,
"Spa Paradise",.;and a hub of cosmopolitan cuisine, arhong others such as one of the

world's Top-10 ciiving sites and "Golf Capital of Asia"*.

In 2000, female visitors to Thailand grew by 12.17% - higher than the 9.93%

growth in male visitors. There was also a 19.48% increase in the number of visitors who
] ' ) i Coo. - . . -

identified themselves as being 'housewives'. The gap is closing and Thailand is seeing a

I

A Ibid.
2 Ibid.
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more balanced male-female ratio of international visitors. In its advertising and murketing
campaigns, TAT consciously and strictly avoids the use of suggestive images that may
inadvertently ehcourage sex tourism. Information on the subject and on the penalties for
breaking the law is disseminated to the public through various channels including the

TAT web site.

Role of Eduéation

Providing quality relevant and affordable education is the first approach that the
Thai have to implement to check the rise of child prostitution and to propagate awareness
for the spread of sexually transmitted disease among the sex workers. Education in
Thailand should aim at serving the masses, to help them become wiser and more
conscious of their human dignity”. Thailand focuses the principle thrust of its efforts in
prevention through education which constitutes the first line of protection for children.
The Royal Thai Government and its agencies represented by the Thai Education and
Labour and S'o;cia-l Welfare Min.istries, recognizes that better education is vital in
eliminating the foot causes that lead to commercial sexual exploitation of children. They
Work to improve: accessb to and the quality of education. Knowledge empowers children to
protéct themselves by helping them to ;ecognize and avoid high-risk situations. A key
effort here is to? ensure that children, especially girls, attend school so that they can
eventually support themselves and becofne less vulnerable to pimps and other people who

may try to coerce them into the sex trade.

M Samporn Sangchai and Lim Joo-Jock (ed), Trends in Thailand 1l (Singapore, 1976). p.113.
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The go?ernmem has granted educational scholarships as ‘well as long-term and
interest-free loans for children from low-income families. This has resulted in a
significant decline in the number of child workers. The number of child workers age
between 15-17 years decreased from 230,000 in March 1998 to 55,000 in July 2000*.
Education only. achieves its preventative goals if supported by job creation as the

availability of alternative employment enables children and families to live in dignity.

Apart from these education for the masses should be accelerated in both formal
and non-formal aspect. Out of School programmes such as the Daughter Educational
Programme, should be encouraged as they are especially useful for the spreading of
knowledge and awareness in a country like Thailand where the majority of the people
live in the rural areas and lack the opportunities as well as the funds to continue their

. . . 35
studies at a higher level of learning™.

Conclusion

Abandoned, afraid, and abused, the child sex workers lose all bonds of trust and
often find their only comfort in addictive, mind- alteringvdmgs as they succumb to a life
of emotional, psychological, and physical entrapment. The few lucky ones who do escape
often return to their communities only to find that they are stigmatized as unclean and
swiftly ostracized because of their past occupation. Commercial sexual exploitation at a

young age destroys childhood. It corrupts the body, mutilates the heart, and suffocates the

* TAT News, Thailand 2002.
8 Samporn Sangchai and Lim Joo-Jock (ed), Trends in Thailand 11 (Singapore, 1976), p.113.
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soul. Nothing will ever be the same. Once guileless and inexhaustible, youthful joy is

reduced to half-hearted reflex. Sadness hovers like a phantom, unrelenting and timeless.

And when memories take over, the agony resurfaces.

The child prostitutes are more vulnerable to sexually transmitted diseases, and are
also morc,]ike@y to suffer from psychological trauma. The number of children in the sex

%

trade with HI\Z/AIDS hasn’t declinea so as much compared to the initiative taken by the
Thai Governm;nt and the NGOs working in the area. The steps taken by the government
and the agencies mainly deals with the child pfostitutes working in the urban areas and
those who are E_victims of the trade. It fails to create awareness in the rural areas where
majority of the :{prospective child prostitut‘es are acquired. It is a must to create awareness
among the people and especially parents of the physical and psychological risks involved
in child prostimiﬁon so that they may take care not to let their daughters entrapped in the
i
sex trade. Educational programme concerning AIDS and the various sexually transmitted
diseases should':f‘be made kr-lown to the public so that the sqciety can also take steps to

check the rise ifi number of child sex workers and the increasing number of HIV/AIDS

cases.

Though fiew drug treatments for HIV/AIDS are being developed in US lab, they
still remain financially prohibitive for the poor and even the middle class. The

government needs to take more initiatives so that the necessary drugs would be available

at a reasonable pi_‘ice. Improvement in health, education, and basic preventative measures

*

continue to be the only realistic tools with which to fight HIV infection among the girl

.

child sex worker.in Thailand. Cross border cooperation and support must take place to
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stave off a resurgence of the virus within the country in order to maintain Thailand’s
progress in fighting AIDS. Another Key element in the effective control over AIDS is
that man must educate themselves and participate in fostering change and to eliminate the
barriers that deny women control over their own economic, social, political and sexual

decision.
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Chapter 5

CONCLUSION

The growth of child prostitution in Thailand have a long history, it cannot be
solely blamed on the Vietnam War and the creation of recreational center by the US
marines for rest and recreational. It has been there in the society all along but the only
things is that the degree of prostitutiqn today is the direct result of the Vietnam War and
the establishment of the US base in the Country. Considering the severity 6f commercial
sexual exploitation of girl child and their violated Human Rights, the government policy
maker, NGOs, and researchers need to work together from a global point of view to uplift
the condition of the children involved in the trade. More careful attention should be given
to the matters of the exploitation of girl child than the grown women in the sex industry
with the sexual violence and exploitation imposed on them in such unhealthy
environment.

There 1s a great need for change from the social structure, religion and the overall
response of the government in the issue concerning the problem of child prostitution. The
social structure of Thailand is marked by the disparities between the have and the have
not, gender differences where patriarchy prevail and the unequal distribution of wealth
and power among the rural and urban population. In Thailand, being from the right
family too often counts for more than being right. The rich and powerful are often
reluctant'to punish one another. This tendency has its roots in the traditional Thai society
of Lords and slaves. When big people are found doing wrong, like in the case of many

Thai big busssinessmen, police and politician who are believed to sponsored or run the
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sex industry, théy are rarely punished. Even.though the traffickers and sex offenders are
caught they are usually set free after a very short period of time, either through their good
connection or by giving fines. Elite society usually save them from public confrontation
of guilt, punishment and humiliation, so they continue to discretely involve in the running
of the sex trade and making lots of money of the child prostitute.

The gender discrimination in Thai society is another contributor to the problem
for the increasing number of girls joining or being forced into the sex trade at an early
age. In Thai society boys are given less responsibility to support their family then the girl
child. In poor families, if the parents could not afford it the daughters are made to Jeave
school at an early age dramatically limiting their life opportunities and increasing their
vulnerability to exploitation and abuse. The girl child are expected to work and contribute
their earning to support their family and because of their lack of educat’ion and skill they
do not have much option but to join the sex industry and in some cases the girl child are
sold by their parents to the recruiter resulting in the large amount of migration to the city.
This practice i§ common among the poverty stricken northeasterners, which in result
show the disparity between the poor rural folks and the rich urban people. The Thai men
habit of visiting brothels and their belief in the health rejuvenation of sex with virgin
children should be question. In order to slow the growth of child prostitution in Thailand
it will be appropriate to look at it from the male behaviour and the status of women in the.
Thai society. Male sexual behaviour needs to be questioned and not accepted as the norm
and education m school and the NGOs should look at gender issues, eliminate sexual
stereotypes and offer equal opportunities to boys and girls in the field of education and

jobs opportunities.
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The root of Thai society social acceptance to prostitution which goes back to the
principal strain of Thai Buddhism, the Theravada Buddhism has a traditional emphasis on
polygamy and its influence on the thinking and behaviour of the Thais is still powerful
today. Polygamy though abolished in 1935, is still in practice today in the form of men
having more then one wife and in formerly through visiting commercial se* workers.
Prostitution is against the teaching of Buddha but the Thai sangha hierarchy has said
virtually nothing about it. Although the primary teaching of Buddha transcends gender
difference, the secondary teaching passed on by Monks have portrayed women as
second-class citizens. Therefore in Thailand according to the Buddhist Law Thai women
deserve to have fewer privileges then the men. Women see themselves as disadvantaged
and less worthy then men. As the Thai place their religion at a high importance it will be
most effective if the religious leaders or Buddhist society take active role to persecute the
social evil such as the child prostitution and other forms of child abuse in the country.

In order to increase the efforts of government, officials and people, the first and
most important thing is to raise their awareness in order to understand the serious
consequences of child exploitation. Without increased awareness, these problems will not
be given priority and support from government, law enforcement officials and people.
Many people and government officials still refuse to recognize the problems or denied
that thé problems are not as serious as being reported. People often turn a blind eye on the
problems because they do not want to know about this issue and because they think it is
not very damaging. Many do not realize how much trauma the victims have to endure, as
many shocking stories are not publicized to the public. A lot of campaigns have to be

launched to thé public and to the family of the potential victims of trafficking. The
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potential victims and their families should be informed of the sufferings of those who
were lured, deceived or forced in to prostitution. This information should be publicized
for the public to know how much damages the sexual exploitation can cause. Whenever
the awareness is high the public will support the fight against trafficking. Politicians will
be forced to make this broblem their priority and law enforcement officials then cannot
sit back but they will also have to concentrate in prevention and suppression of

trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children.

The existing law in the country is not up date enough to fight this crime. The law
of the country have severe penalfies before 1997, like The Act of Women and Girls
Trafficking of Thailand which does not cover all the changing situations like the
trafficking in boys which is an increasing phenomenon. That is the reason why the
existing trafficking law was enacted in 1997. A new law should be enacted for the severe
prosecution of the middlemen, brothels owners, traffickers and the clients involved in
child prostitution. The government should also give special importance to curb the illegal
trafficking of chi]dren from the neighbouring countries to Thailand for working in the sex
trade. Better provision should be provided for the rescued children, counselling, medical
assistance and free‘ and safe journey home to their country must be provided to the

trafficked sexually abused children.

As prostitution is a million dollar business and too many people make a lot of
money out of the prostitute the government attitude of coercion and condonation is
currently fixed. It is one of the major contributors of the country Gross National Product

and to do away with it will effect greatly on the country economy. This I feel is one of the
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main reasons apart from the corruption of the bureaucrats, why the government are not
too keen or strict on implementing the existing law and making improvement on the
existing laws 1o suite the globalised Thai society which is in existence at the present. The
government 1s unable to provide valid and precise information about the child prostitute
as these form pf social ills usually exist as a secret industry.The enormous size of
Thailand’s sex industry provides hard evidence of the rural c.risis in Thai agriculture and
the rapid industrialization process. The sex industry is deeply rooted in the economy and
the spread of HIV among the seX workers can be linked to the substandard wage paid to
the sex worker at_ld the terrible living condition they are put in, and the continued demand
for commercial sex. The reduction of the sex industry and AIDS will furthermore depend
on the creation of decent jobs for women and girls involve in the trade and the
confrontation of the economic condition such as poverty and powerlessness that have
cause HIV to spread in Thailand. The Thai government and NGOs are working hard to
improve the condition of the HIV infected person and also to curb the growth of child
. prostitution in the country. Also due to the unequal distribution of power and facilities the
initiative taken up by the government is not reaching the masses in the northern region

where the youth are most effected by prostitution and AIDS.

The NGOs also contribute a great deal in spreading awareness and looking after
and providing alternative for the children who are vulnerable or are previously engaged
in the sex trade. However the measures these agencies have taken has only brought down
child prostitution at a small scale. For example, the Development and Education Program
for Daughters & Community Center (DEPDC), one of the leading organizations in

Northern Thailand, has only 400 seats, which is clearly minimal compared to the number
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of girls exploit%ed in the sex market. Hence we can say that the NGOs cannot fully cater to
all those who éleed assistance since their network is not wide enough and they Havé not
the desired restc>urces. Another shortcoming of NGOs working in this area is lack of
consideration of the long term. In this regard it would be a welcome suggestion if the
international agé_;ncies s.uch aé the UNICEF, WHO and others take more involvement and
open larger resc;urce to elliminate or diminish the problem of child prostitution and the
spread of diseasés among the child sex workers and those whom they come in to contact
with. Children who have contacted HIV/AIDS and are excluded by the society needs
amiable and benevolent treatment and their plight should be made known to the local and

international communities so that they receive better care and also create awareness of

the evil of child prostitution.

The major obstacle faced by researchers who want to research on the topic of
child prostitution in Thailand is the inadequate unavailability of material in the form of
books and also the:lack of information about the aggregate number of children who are

involve in the trade:
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