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THE. Libex'al ~mce~:~tlc P11rty h$9 rol(!d JtfJon 

un:tnt~>uup·~d.ly for thrrl ta.~t '9 yn·ars. Despttn tht:J 

el·E~ll~Jl'$ that tt .,. occurnd du."t"! ng tt1ese y~H)!'D • tltc 

PtJ1rty1$ hr>ld C'K'l'Z' ~. rJ \*!e"te:toto. ~$fl~t:lally, tn tho 

rut'~ll •~g~:s, r~maf.t.\1 f\t'm. 1M C!)tre:t'tjc?ne~ of nnw pd'• 

tte$ rGp".:z.eritltl9 Mt11 ldolllOtJ~S am sQt;lq~eonomtc 
pru~'t.r~n has not ~snd a thtt~st ~., ltn s'bl"Wtlng MX' 

tr.JC)~'kEntro t ts appel!l to larf)e nncttons af thr;, pne.pln. 

TJ:ltt,!• ~~ ~rfotrnJJnc~ at tho polla ovnr the ya~ hes 

not beQn l.mi'I'~S!d,vo, but it b~J$ mt 'fl\ll'X'f11li.tft'P.d lts 
I 

m&$1S b,ar,e 't(» 1 ts rivllll~. tnd~ed ef~r nvory StJt back 

t.t hes StJff~~h tht! p~rty 'hns comr~ b;')ek With s bn&r 

pe~ft)rm~neQ. one ·of thn !.'fH1tmns fQr thQ party• s nuee+?ss 1 

apart frtYJl thn cnns~rvtrt~vn prof(fl'f!:·rtt~:O of t"ura t vo~n, 

S.~ 'thf! t>oltUeal sta~tllty tt has gt.vnn to thP eo•Jntr:y 

o~l tM 4)CCJrtf.)tJic suee~$r; t t han b~OU{lht. 

This study focus~~ on tVMJ filejctl.ott~ in thaleh tho 

La'lP fus t s~tfftJI"·~d ,e Jtev~rfJtJl an~i t!l.Qn boui"K!od bncf:: 

wt·t:h e !;·t:rt!~ Mjort ty,. tt5 inability to muster own a 

eimf,l~ r,)ajot:"lty in 1979 ~Jas s~tm an a·n indicnt!on ~ 

lt$ doc .tim and !)rt"d1ct1n,nn ~ro fil(idP of quQ\t t.nttvtt 



(it) 

chen90 tn Jap&nes.~ J)Clltles ~o.rging v.;lthln a fm-1 y~ors. 

Evon .the ~hant'i'S of a eoalttton ~Vf!i~1'1·t coml.ng into 

o~tst.onen ~lr~ rl!lt~ti 1\i~h. 

I 

JJJP•s favour, 9tvtng tt ·vmry much mo:nl than Q stmple 

~n.aj"rlty. J\1t.~ttur;h vartnus fsr.tors ~~t~ ~~')f)nstble for 

this, on.1 obvlou'- •Htplsnntt.on ls thn mun~n~f..ally eommr

'VIlt1W ,rei"m!'et1~fl of JapaA~eP. vo~ra a~i tlmb: un1·:or111ln9• · 

nnss ta· saeJ:f.ftc~ B'tabtllty and eeommi.c comfc!'t for th., 

t:u.~kn. Gf m"J poll tlc11l ~xrx~~t¥~nt. ~ EitudY is main.ty 

bns11d: nn ~mvutes.\ dvta Gt')ll~tz'Wd am analysad from tho 

prtmttf!Y .ant! l\1tteuw1ary $lourc~u. 

·1 de ~$tly 1ndl3b't~t.i to $1J'f n•,tp~!'vtsot: Profqs•r P.A 

NertJs~a Mltttt-rt. wl thout \d\o,;~ gulde~ and f:)fttour~m!"nt 

thln stwty could not tuwe bPen t:nmpl~~fl. .t also o~mJ 

t'JV gra'tl tudn to Or K.V f:~s;.:wnn, for all tlw l\Qlp tlf¥1 

assts·t~r.e th~t t h~ ~tr:l~d from him •. 

l•nu~•-~~~L~~~a~sWf 

fnal\bnts cf .. tJ.WJahn:rlal t-&'mu lht!V~l!'S!ty, tndtan Counetl 

of t~o~ld 1\ffa:trs. fAbrary. anti tbn .Jnpen lnf~mrrtlcn 

C:;nt~,. s~w 'lulht,. for ,~nn,rour$ly prcwltU.~} m \"Jlth all 



(lit) 

meeseary t\Urt.~ri~l&. l Will 'bfl· fall1fl9 tn my duty !f 

% do •·t ockfttl'\:~ladfJ~ ·«tV ~tltl tude to rrJY fl'ltin~e \.iloso 

.Qfit~Ult~nt titJStl:tlft!:!l•i t~ all alOWJ for tbis tOrft ., 
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cmamvATtlf~ has bt:!en tho domlt\1nt foe~ of 

Ja~am~ poll ttee throughout. th~ mor~ .. n p!ld.od• nte 

oligarchy \\h!~h .ass~d ae.tual JlCW- nf~r ~ R~sto

rstlnn of laM ~re eonsQrvatift ln ctlt lonk. So ~ 

·thO f)Olltlcel partte!i «hlch ean» lnto •Jd.stoftt:e ln 

tltt! l91fi8 and 18005. ~- •11 1.tpt6 ~ 1920e 

~ proJ.~tarStm p~l~n eame Into ()!JC:lstence. all 

po11ttea1 p~es tmd C)rDttps rGm-alnr>d essentially the 

&~ngbolds of ltu:tders vJ\o not on.!y cn1• from . .o con

~~rvatl• b~kg~ourd1 tmt el~o saw thn· rol~ of pentes 

ln· tbe ltqht of defnndlr¥J enrl PQI'p9tm>ttng t!'lldl tlonnl 

va1uns md lnst:ltuttnns. 

f.onnervsttnm tva$ a splll over f~ ~ Toltugowa 

pP.#lod. P.I!~Sly ~tn ap~~n soc~ty1. .Jap:flft t.1aS 

Clbood t,o. th~ outs:ldG VJ01'l(t, for no~ than 2!10 'Pa:'&· 

.e-mf Ut¥-ler a feudal systm. tho Totwga.~G rul~ f:Ollepsad 
. . 

t>~n ·ttm fouftdst:lons of ~ fe.\Jdal erda 91''* t"$ak end 

thn eountry •~0010 t.n eontef:.t tfJith ~ outside \'!JOt'ld. 

1n 1869, tm old"~ vtes dl&p.lneett by dtr~ct; ~"""' 

rial ~ultt., 1M mw on!QJ· was ftGtt.,nttally Intended to 

hn Eq,emr ten~ed but tf!'!nfe~Md t-ilt'b flOlttteol t.de,ns 

Gnd imtlt~JtioM ban'Ot'~d f!'Ot..l tN. t:O~t. 
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·Pol!tteal pot".t'~r was fl;~lthnr trannfo~od to tho 

p~opl#!, Ml' tMi~ Vtd.eG he&:tri. t.h'\lg thn S!•br t·MS 

pr.or:lt;tl~d $QV0rrd.gn, p011tt.eal auth.o:rtty we~ .:;ontrol• 

lnd by a St!1a11 benrl of burPaueret.~ and ol,,m:r..ha \-t.o · 

playedc art imf!Ol"~nt part tn pullino doon ~-h~ tol~WJSWO 

trb.·l~tW!'G. Thus, ·t~w admintsttatien remaltlf'id tn t.ho 

tuu1dr' of a f~w "'410 \11Pl'~ ste.,p«?tl in t~ C'.onft~r.tenlGt .. 

U'ad1tlon &f TokW)atm days. 

~ver. smtmr s~t of r,wopl~ woo loot thnll' 

feudal. ·p~tvf,l,.gen AJT! hold ov~r ~ prtOplCl tmder tho 

Mt.1 dls~n~e~i.on $t8r~d butld.tnn up opi'Qsi.:tlon to the· 

•~ <J~~r•t.. That opposttJ.on ~. thP fo~l of en 

~d lMurrtt~ttun in 1017 and t ts fnf.lUrt? 1f'tl thtJ· 

mo:r~ nnl.tGhto._d prop.lf) to thiri:t of cart$t.nlct1vo oppc>• 

·Etl ttcn within th~ fr~\·;ork of' tht> Mw polltlee1 fl'Cfl• 

dom dtc~"r.1ftJ'ed by th$ ~w IJClV.,~~nt. M~n ltkCJ, Tetsuko 

rtagetd.,. Sbojl~ (·:ow. and Shl~~nobu Okt~~~ t-Ato \"..'t'l!'G. 

lnflaDntf.!d by thfl sm;cr.:ss and av~ng"" of m~~tn polt

tlc&l pat-tle&t ~gan to orgt1nl.~ d!e·stdent ~upe tnte 
org~nl2ttd po!f;tlcal pi'PfH"tl!1t grou~f;. Thus t·:gr.n bom 

motiern ~!1tle.a1 p;;rt{t!Jti ln J'apan. 

·Tho main cbj~etlvo of th~ e$rly polf;ttcal J)ert!R& 

was to 91.~t ct~r'"'" eonr;~ssionf! and bt:nefl't$ fhr.t ·thQ 
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gr~v~l'~nt end not 'SOOk prmtt..;tpotton tn tM bus1mes 

of gOV411'~nt. "'l'hr> ftrnt f'Olltt.eal p&lr.ty. knottn es 

~ Ji\.1G (Publtc S•tety of Pavtots). tomod !rJ 

JmwntY 1914, by ltn081d.. dtcl not haw n !eng 1tfe •. 

l~al~l t~ fou~d nnotltPr acet~'Y fl-inotm as 1\&dbiFbft+: 
lt \18S pr~mortly COJ'ie(l:f'ftnd \!11th ·~ ~hobit.!'tetlon of 

ti~ t~x.S~a!. mo ~ro S.n dit; ta-ess. 'lhcugh the 

ccttP~ ttatt not. succes&ful, l t t::lDnaged to tet thtt nup

po~ of ~· Qnte ·JJO.v•J!'fttl land~'1tino tloss. tJtth the 

GUi'JPOJ:'t of ex-easad'at, &galt& agaln tur'na~J to p01i1ltG 

att:l soon fDrtaed ano 'll~r soe lf?ty• ea1Ied. t\lltok\mba., 
(PatritJtlt. soetoty) tn F~bnt~ Ul"m. thou~ lt olao 

dlt\!tl e8tly• t~ base fot' u po1ttt£al p•ty hctl t~'OJ'l 

~and. 

Po110t~·n~ tho Stl'ts~t) RQb&llt.an of 1811 ~ro tJns 

etJntl~ pollti.el91 pro•sur:e for .o ccrw"tltuthn end o 

lfl'(J!slature. In UJ(> omrly 1880s• bet.'h ~~ pxoml.scd. 

EfttJ>urngod by· thts. !tagakt launch~d a full flOt~~ 

pollttcal porty ltmm a!l .UY.Kf&! (LthPs.-al .Party) tn 

Oct.nhnr: 1881. Soon. ano~r pa!"ty e&l1ad..ll&kbU 

14&1~ (C-.om.<tttutf.enal ~as tw Pnrty) tt~ loura

ehnd by Okll30 1ft t.,br.Cb 1882. 



Doth Itag(lfd . .n~i Ottumo: ~t(l ~n of Con.f1oJ'v,,·t.tvo 

bnekground enrl '-nee tnt~ poll tlcel !1'11!'t.l~a \-.hlth they 

· f<;undod r·er~ sl~o eonsfl!rv;~tl$ in t'he!r philosophy. 

~Y 't.lf.'rf)t: ~r,r •. thP only partla~ on t..N1 sctlne \'lh~n 

tttt> 1~gS.r.l~1'b:~ t:~~ tn.tc bPintJ. ~Y also Dt1rkod thll 

ort~tn of Ct\ft!:l~rvntlvr.> eu:t1'tlnts tn mod4JJ.'n Japamso 

polities. Othtir t:o~P.rvattw p~trttt>& ~J\ldl e~ 1nte 

j~•ts~nc(l in tho 20th Ct>'nt\try trQCf:d t..ttf'ir p&rcrntaga 

rto () t toot thfe ~ o1r tiJ!:Js&?D 1tatftWl!Jh 

; 

~t~haO\J~d lts n~ to Pftlgrc.sstv., Pnr'ty (fllJJ.Ils;Sg) end 
'. I . 

t.n Jum 1B9a U\e Llt»rsln tmd 1tw P.rn~ns tws ~r.gc:>d 

tog~tbcr to fot:m tt~ Corm'tit.uti,onal Pcllttenl Pnrt.y 

(iQnftriie). \'11th t.hts ~r~r ,tt~gakt. .::.md ot~U£it0 ~:er-e 

ablo to form o pony based t;abtnct. ttotmver, lt dld 

m;t hfllp thm to ~nalntetn unity. fhe p~ty again ~plt/t 

ln:to J;mameLte and. Y!£fpJ11.Jie$. (Cons<tltuttonnl Cctntra 

Party).. f'Jhlle ltsgstd.•s Am:.lr CB!IlJJ eell~d t~mse!vno 

as i&tf!P.!Stt nkumlt's ednp ass~d ~ mw n~ I)tlliSS· 

ll!lnta· 

The, &eata~Ja, !n tum, joined wt th lftrobufttl tw, 
~· tts~ t:J loading !igttra tn <b:'n\\fl"U up ~ t:nnstitutUm 

and Cl'fU'!t.lon of thft ltHJ15laturl", 4lnd t'f?Qanl~Ki as e 
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"lrJt1v~ly p:rogrnt;.»l'fln fief....,:t'tor,nted p01tt!e.ion. nlO 
ollltiJnc•). bn-t.wo~n :1\l.igakt an.:t tto 1erl to ~ t:e•;)'t'our>lnt.J 

of the JilatlitA ~/J1ich chnmge d · t ts n~ to WJdltJD, i Sblkal 
(Com·tttutt111ool Pcllttcal Frtendfl Assm::tnti6;n). 1"he 

allla~tf l'Jt>'twetln tllt' tt~.t:J· tnfluent.tal poll.U.d-m ga'\IG rt>tt 

-s.tzt~ngtb to t.N~ party ant' lt eV'ontua11y C!mor9t~.d .~s a 

strong c~ns~~vntlvo ~~tv. 

'h pax'ty eontlnund to stay tn pomr aNi ptovtdc 

.Prlnm Mlntstt?r,s movs.ng with chan~s ln the ·poltUc.al 

sc:-.M. Zn Jnnual"Y 19241 the party suff.-.J<ed a npllt itd 

a t~~~tl!\ln o.f lt nr.~anizPd mct~f' t'~ty knom as ~Jl

UIDS! (f)OlS~,tcal FJ!Itc;fdtl Ct?~ P~r.ty) • Out t.be party 

90'\ b;wk tts. $ trf~ngth by tJay 1925 ~twt tm~ !SAt.':l.flWI 
~ .(R~form Club) am tl\t'i_ QuarJB.oi { .. G't!ollty 

AS~oci,ation) ~t"~d t·i!. th thf~ (!IJ$kPJl r8J.~• This in 

f set twl~d th~,n to play an ~ttant rolf} tn providing 

t\«t-psty politics t.n Jnf)i)n. Tht" party -euntin1M;d to be 

divtd~d l'nto tt10 f~ctior$. ~ lnd by Pt.manosuk(t ~Ubar.A 

and thfl ,o~r by <~Uruhtlt M&kn3~. until all .,olt ttcel 

p~ttos v~re d!tHlolvt!d in 1940. 

ft~smmllQ• In r~areb 191o, thcl ~u:mc&. 611J.tQ ro- · 
GrQSnlat~d into 'Ut~ fJ!dsp.o, ~~~ (Conn tl tu~tonol 

tl~tto~'l1 P~ty) ~~ in ~t(ttnbP~ 191.3 tt dlnft¥d !ts rtt"1f!'m 



to ttm Bikiml ll!.qh.lalsai (Cons tt tutlonal Frtonria /Ulso

ctntton} and again tn Oe~r 1916, adcrrt»d 11\" name, 

&mf!$Js.ffi (C.'nns tt.'tutlonal 1\..~soetntt.cn} • Ptnal1y1 tn 

.tunc 19,.1,. the party ~:t"gf!d w.l th t~ ~~&»• UD.td?at Ute 

&pllnU!!! fBCt.ton. of thtJ B£k~ ~~J,. Thus, v.t th 

a f$W M!$\• Wbfl! !11A1r1le• (Cott.,tt tuttonnl People& 

PDl'-), l tet'¥1rged es anoittPr t;t,rong tlval eomtlrvat.tve 

paJ'ty ttl the- BWlrrD ifL'm~Al· 

ln the 1~0$ thouqh o.tJ'IpJ J)Oll tlen.l ~ such 

a:a sur.ialt~t and c~unl!tt f)11J'tf.Pn trirrd to make ~lr 

debut on 'l;1'w ..taru,nese polt:t1e.a1 s~. they ~l'c not 

stmC$&Jfu1 Meatts~ nf t1$ unf.aVtttJrable J)Olt:tlt;al eondt• 

t1on9 ~'"Vt.dllft9 in Japan. t•ni1.Pt thor~ \"Jati pJ'O(Jl"fl$& 

tn the ·t.,lustr:lal t1~ew, labmJJ" ~mat~d largely ...,.._ 

orgsnt.~~d and Uado untons \\-ore \MJ'f fm-1. Only lf)S& 

than '1 pnr ~ent of ~ Jap~&e inrtusttt't•l lt-lbour•rs 

•ro ortjantrz~d.. T~ Soc:ln1tst partt«»&• +Jtt:.r~fos-~, 

r:t~trnalW+d lllrgttly A& an tnt.(ll>l!Cfctuals' pf#'ty. Thry also 

suffer@d dlvin1ons dUP. to eompl~JC personn'l and tdoolog1• 

eal eblwagt7e. ~tr f'OPUl~r eupport was ftt}(1llgtb1~. 

Ewn 09. let~~ a$ 19311 ~n t.ht'V had achtoved somr- unt• 

ftc~tton,. ~ so~1a!lst, votft was less tban 1S pPr f!r•n"t. 

Tim ..lapa~so CO't!DJntst party on thP o~Jr hnnd, rE~mAtnert 

underground nll thE':tln op~. 
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In sbort, sine~ tho bt;rrth of party government ln 

Japan, r.onsctV~ttve polttten domlna~rl tl\ft poliUtal 

se.~-~ of tlu? C';Ottnttv. Thou\ih a ~r cf pelt tlcal per

u~~ Wl t.h cliff~r~ni~ n~r.s ·~ J..oadershtps t,'e.-~· born end 

dl{tdt: all ttu~s~ p~i{iS t~re eonser\r.-~tt~ ln nn~ awJ 

out:look. Thn gt."~M!"tll poll tleal end sOC:t4l1 atnlnsp~m 

ln .,l'spnn durtng tM ~t!IIIIWS:r pertod was not ('..onduetw to 

tJ$ ~· of ~tad1~~1 pulltt.r:al f?'~~tl(ts and o~ift1tJns., 

f.~n ~41 Ruts!.en lmvolutlcn and ~ ~mPndow trdustrt.sl 

pro-as~ at~ dld not sl..tbstanttelly cJlange t1d.G ~nd* 

Of r.csurutt• nt?W pe:1J.ttl;a}. lde.rtn and pr¢'ttos ~ft Bblc to 

emmt(Jfl on tM polttlca! scmmt att~.~r ~ .zltttt. t:orld r:!~tt: 

a.nd thtl Rt.u•&tAn R~volutl~n. But ttw•y ~Jer& not nbl0 to 

mako any serious lnrosdSl into Japereso pollttca. \'~:lle 

ttle f.~ists hlld to \..Ork undPrground due to stiff go

v~rn'!!m:nt ·o~J t.lon1. ~ p.l't•S9,f1C9 of the soetoll$\.9 dld 

not hnve mueh t~ec~ on ~ po11tleal ee~ne. 

Even aftqr the P4ctfte t1a~, J.-.hon Japcn underwent 

.a sert~s af t:s«tcal pOll tlea·l ebentJPSt 1ttfl eomervaUVD 

hold OV(tt Jf'll)anctso Soof.C'ty ~:ontt .... d and &t~w;thonerl 

fur~r. ThP pr~-war r.ons~r.v;rUv0 pnttl~t1 ~rt.Jed agoln 

on -tltf) pDll:tleal &f'..om. Thts tL.~, tbPy teg:tOup~d into 

i'.hreot i'hb .Japan J.ibPra1 Pnrty, the Japan Pror;ann tvo 

Partyc mKt thtt Japan CoCJPP~ativ~ Pat"ty. Tho post-f1d' 



pollttesl .anr:t t:u~on.te ctmng~~ helped the ~xgonce of 

Soclalttrt~ e-s a pm~zfu1 pt:ftt.y but tJlP rrttnt1 of podl~ 

eont:l~d to r"ma!n tn ·tt\t> herd~ of ttY~. ~onsetrvntlve$. 

T~l'~ r~-~" internal f1lse~ntd,ons among th~ soe!sl!t;te. 

but ~ t:oPCOr.d (Jf f.h~ Socta11st""f; t.n t~ tioelltlttn go• 

VGr~nts JMJt tl'l!!m, in a ~t.~r post tton. Tht;y fallod 

tO. tm!:tfi as a tsinglt! party until 19$5 sni ccmnolJdatAl 

t'htttr hold ()VeJ" 't;lm Jep~s~ ~!cetora~ t111 thrt m«tr~r 

of tht~ 1~f't Wing atltl ~lf,)ht \\ting f aettnM of 'tttttS Socln-

11sts tnto a &lNJ~ part.y. ln faet, the ~"9-

strengt.b of tbn unt~d Jafum Socla1lst Party es nn 

alturnattvo to thti t~UntH~!'Vntivns eompcllt-'d Ute lntto~t 

to clostt Ut~tr renk& and m.ol'ge into a s1nglo pcd.i Ucal 

peX"ty. Thb ~rg~r · mrl the- fomatlon of tJ•e n0\'1 comer• 

vaUve pnrty - TM Lt.boral nemerat:le POJ"\v • conr,olldn~ 

tho cons~wstf.Vti· hold ov~ thn "'epam&tt pc>ople.. Though 

2-G VOM!'ti haw pa!l$tm• alnee t'h» form~ttCln of thG LOP 

thcl· pax'ty ntlll cont1~d in ~r WJ.thnut any br~ak. 

Though lt h4& suffer:P.d p~riodf.c&l sotbar.t~e lft the o~c

t.lon!i, and han lost tlUCh by tlay of pOpulEJJ' &tlppOlrt,A (q~~ does 

not &tfe a eu-ong and vtabltJ eltetft~ttv~ to t.tw; com;arva~ 

ttv@S ln the ~ar future. 
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1Hi impact of th~ defeat of Japan In the Second 

tror).d l!~ar was vsst and dmlp, and ita conoet·1oomtcs ~J"' 

f#)r weeehiftg• Des1dtm ·ttm le~s. of lat:9t1 nuobf\J: of men 

mld mater:tal and th~ eomplftte de&tl:~ue'tton of t ta b#J 

important t:l Uas • Hl):'o~b!ma am Nllge!lakt • thf;t ccunt• 

J!'V'S ecommry t1os r.cmml~toly shnt~d, Po1ltteu1ly, 

JtlP&ft ~c~ an (tc1Wp!t!d etnmttj of th'* Alll~d fM:CeJ.J 

\'ft.J.t;h in ~ffnc'l cott9l9tnd ti).Uf.ftly of ~ricin\ fOl'eoo. 

f)tft tho tlftfeat \10fted tJ$' Q bl.Pasing tn dt.agUl$0 den• 

pt.• all thfl' loss~n and hum!lt.otlnn. Ul thtn a ~rt.Od 

of sbtlut aewn'ygs-s. ~n th:Cl C('Ut\Vy t:Jas unds the 
f / 

~rit:nn or.cupe'tlun. i' ufdgft..Ont o sea r.ho~go in all 

&ph~~• notably in tl'tP field of t.ts o:r.anomy}lnd f101ltien. 

~ oemtpat!on suthu;l:tl&$ llt1.atlcd by C'1tlftf!l*'el tjac Arthua-• 
the Sup~ ~andmr of tl$ A111Qtl Pov»ts (SCAP) 

bHUght. eout a thorough 0'\ml"haulifvJ of 'lJ~ f1ntln 

Jepamso po1S.Uc::al and ttt:nnotd.e systA~ns anti f..ns.tf;tu• 

Uon!\~ H:ts main elm v:sn to e1iaS.nct~ 'thn fore«l!s mlch 

put J~n on thn. path of rdlital'l&!11 ond ~rtalt&tl. 

Aecordf.nt)ly, ~ SCAP t.nttt.nwd a nt.tmbt:'!' of radt• 

eels~ to bring bat:k JQ!)an en the path of p#lS~n

~ ~eracy. The tnt~tal progr~s. th~r~fore1 

•r-e>. c~lflte c.tmnll!tarl~otlon ard d~ati2att.on of 

thn nat1C"Jn nu~rted by o so\iml ct:o~e base. A1~uQb 
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dlff~rant s~ctlons of SCAP dtff$hd lra ~11' deg!'ee 

of enthttsi~ss. fo~ demoeratte rftf~, lt t1aG ganera

lly n~l 'that Jnpa~a~ lMtt:t.ut!.ona ~n to be 

dltn'\tJ~d 'in $l.K;h ~· t-my ttu~t thf:y eonf~ to t:'ontp~tn 

d~r:attc mrmn~ 

1be· ~·t_.s·t s~p to~ ~s d~&tlu·ttofl o.f ·'Ulo· 

eOttntly \~ to FoVldo a Mt~ constS:tutton that Usns• 

fffW'Ild soVt'•gnty to the twOVlf?. In ttt~ r.t~l3l Cons• 

Utu'tlrm, sovn~Dt(Jnty vestt?d t4th ~ F.tlt':t~oJt. ln 

pr~ttef*, thP' r~:mPfinl.' dtd not ~ul.e1 Oft>up$ of poll• 

ttc&l t!!!lt~~ raft ttu? ~tl-tte tn the ~ of the monorch. 

ThtJ t.supr,~~ (;crlm~ntt• f'J'PrGgntlvtl syr;:tmlit!.C~d thlti 

:l£7perlsl &OVetfilgn'ty and in thP nm;w of thl$ prtJ~· 

gkftlve ~ Qf.llt.o!y emt$ t.b ~-orr;lr,e um:ontrollad 

fltO\~%". tiM of 'tt\(1 ttllj~r: alms of ~· r~forcs propt~rod 

by ~ oetmpnttcn t11ll!~ ~ ~val of ~'" ~rogntlvo 

end J$trtorntirm of sowtml(Jftty to the· pPopto. 

·111e oceur .. ~:~tt.cn poltey, tt\e:smfo~, 1.dmd et 

p1*eVidlNJ a now conrt\1 tut.ton ~1leb t1!onsfornd oovn• 

rol~ ~~ tn th(,l ~oplCt,. A M~ t-ons~f.tutlon ttJats 

drdted m1t.h ~uaan-~, ~plc G dteOCJ"otlelllly 

e~tm.l qOVttJ'~nt. For thts • it .,~v!tled e populorly 

fll(!letfJd National Dtat flS thf. 11\tpttem 1~gi.$llotlw 
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body .tml a. cabinet dlrect.ty I'Qspomtbl~ ttl· tt. Tho 

eomtt.;tutSon etlpula~d 't,ht)t. tbQ D~t ~hG!l bo tJm 

hi{lht·"'Gt organ of StoUt ~r antt nhall be the solo 

l1:A'll m.c~td.f\0 nttthcrlty nf t.lte St~tt?. 

tho 'f)C&Itl*'" of tho ~•~ was ~tidtcelly chmftOGd• 

From ftHeed of Stntett, ht!!· l$c.a~ mtll"llly ~ $~1 of 

thtr StGttl outttor-1 t:y nn.cl th~ unlty of tho pnoplt>., c~of"t• 

vil'kJ his post.tton· from 1'~ wtll of ~· f'PO!,le. All 

hin .etnl ~J!'S. ~2"0 'te!.tPrt tJWri'ft: 1nt.lU!llng i.J1t)t'!(! 

Qhlch could ba exn~f{ltle'id ln tlmP of c~:»t'goney. Htn 

·fl.tnttti;On$ hove thtUi bt?c;stJ¢~ ptfilY CCI'fkmtm1~1,. 

To nlf1ko ·ttm .nK4)CUtlV'i r'f:"G~rt!!Jtble to thP. 1(!)g1o1D• 

~., ttm Constl:tutlf,n r.h'r~ly ~ttpula,~d thot tho 

PJ1.me tlntetC"t3r artl rttl\t•r mtnutor~ 11ttould bt1t ~m:rn'bf.'rn 

of the· Dl~t wntl nlt'io c:tvlli.am. An suc'h tht1 l~ul~lo

tun . (Dlot) fjloe~d by t.M rmopl~ m:Jer~ as tho 

hf.of\rtst organ of Statu tn place of ~ Emperrm. ~~ 

end ·~ rl(!ht to rul~ ~r~ glV<?~n to tbe peoplo •1 

Ptu!'tbel' pc'!'ople tlltl'ta (]Uflt"lUltfs.,tl ft.mt1~nto1 httnon 

rights, 
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to 'Wldtdri f1!ost; p•ttclpath\'\ in ~· polttlcal 

pm~e$s of t.llo S'tG~t. Ulr; O,(:Cupatlon &U'thetltles b!'oug'ht 

O'Uft a .. p.aw eot of ~ref_.. Adult suff,.age \~ •~

tb~d to ~ ~ had nevetr ~en •nf'%mu:htsed bOI~. 

·'lbe voting ~ WCJtt also l~nd ftoa 25 te 20 to ·em:ou• 

ra• maaG pd'Uclputton ln tho democrett~ p~ttss. 

beadum of e:lpftlselon and a~ltJtion. ~re also tJUa7:Cf\8 

tf)Ud,. Pol.itleal grot.-¢ and parUtts Wf}~· 1)1\f'f)rt coinpletM 

f~dom ·te organ!• tbom:·elvfl5 to SWfn'lg~ the~

•~tte lrL~tliu'U.cms.. ~Pft \dft9 p01t•t~tl pertllls• ~spe

e11l11y h Ja~an Cocauntst Peny. ·tt.o~• cml~tence had 

~ ltenl*J 5&nt:o lt' fo~~tt~n In thll 1920!, ~ al$0 

ell~ to ~•uontsfll, and ~~r l"od:ae t...,ro r~le9Sttt~ 

f•m $al1. 

~ ella~$ dfnGted by the oteupe'tton ~~

tl~• tln.ts "'ntOl.flfs~d ttl~ JW1ople fa f'~ pelt ti~el pat

t·A,~s (lM ottw .. dftt.lOOJ'atie pe1lt!e&1 tm·~ttutlons. The 

••sfer of SOVC!rntgn ~·l' to 1tle pooplo and tho tnt• 

J"~t*'tton of pt#11N'!I'frrt"d'f\' UtaOCJ'aev. nvolv1ng ~rd 
Me-t an 1h~ ~olo lnw malting bOdy wlth aft otuteuttw 

reupoooUll.e .._ it, provl~ conttdenea 11..o h: pf!Ople 

lfl I'Umll~ ~:l,.. Owrl Aff'af.r·s~ Cons~M.~ntlyt po1ltleg1 

partt.~a lt'lf.c:;h had ~em !n.tpJmtl$$0d ft"'m -.~ "'• ~ 

cdlltsy ht;;~ to domlnartte cam~~'tci~~~urft.lC(l once agetn. 
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In eet.orden~C) ,.,.th ·tno cb,on~od t>Olltteal cott:it.• 

tlcm :ttl~J: nm11 p~1ltl(;.tt! pt'i't~loo r•~v et-P.aWd f1:00 

tho old or pr~vtously cxlnttno ptll'tlen tlt!ro tenul'ftt_,d 

t.n ~isod fOJNJ. Tho comunlntn tmr~ $Ottialtst$ tot* a J 

lead ln liltnmhinu th()!J:" own pelltleel pilrttae., on 
Ot'tub~r 4,. 1945t the J'apaMSt! Com:oalnlti~ P.-ty \"Ja$ Ot'\lO• 

nt~ by To!tudc Kyutebt end s~ otlt~r ~t1tllno -=~nit!i~~ 

tltlny ef ~~ hatg ;J'ust be"n l!'()leat~ af~:Jr tmn.,ly .., 

dettta(lcs 1ft rtr.isnn. On l&:w~ .. 2, lMrJ, tht? soe:teltsts 

f~ri 'tit~ .Jopen SOelellst Party. 11m t'~~l'Vtt\f.:\ft1 

fsctl.onn also oroatd.zed th~U' om panten noon. 1M 

;Japan Ltb."lfl"nl Party ~~ Into "'?lnn on fbvombe'1l' 9, and 

J~tn'\1~H i'.ttJr;J:Os~lw Party Oft tktveo~~ l6;t Plftll11Y• 

mt•~r prJJ:ty t1lth a cotmnntattvo back~und appl)orc"Jd 

on 'Ule nntloMl po1ltlca1 s~m en Det.et"bf'J' 1s. 1945,. 

•• tho JBpcln ~l'nttve P~/•· anstdctl thcno oejor 

partlos vflteb had a nn-tt.onal plotfo:rtJ, th~ro t"N?I'G about 

tbiriy ot.h.Pr polltlcol paJrtlo& \~f.eh e~ Into bclng 

dtWiftg thla peJ-Iod, 

A mtnor tMt bllek auffal't)d by ~ polltlecl pa~ 

Uan ddst tM freedot.l gaf.t\C'd by th~ wan ~ dlrecUve 

t.nsued tn ._'January 1946 by thrt SCAP. That d!zooetlvo 

onlorcd thn ~enoval f!'Otil poattlons of ~$1)0Mlblltty o11 

thnot~ l~ad~ t\ho ~ro osaoetnW 'dth ~ (})t;Qeutlon 
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of J•Gn's WIJI"t!DO pol·t'tl«SJ. !n COn$oqut·~ner: ·~ l~crt•· 

f;)htp of sll pclt:t.lcal ptll'tlt'!tlt QMC#.JPtlntJ the Cc:launtst 

Party of Jat>aa. was effected advol'SGly. But a11 the 

pertt~s (:ou1tl r.onte~t ln ·'t.btt first pc1'~t wet' ge~al olfle• 

tlon c:ond\mted untltil' the sup~rvtsl9n of thQ SCAP ln 

ApJ!'ll 1946. NJ. St. ttat) th~ flnt oleetton ovor· cotduct.od 

ln ..lt-lJU1tl mth the parttelpeti.nn Of &11 edultt Dolo fimi 

fma1o, t'hn· veta pe#centage of e.,eh pottlc:ro IUtlpod the1'3 

to tJUilOfil their t?Olttleal nup,.,~t f'ln~~ at.'labllth tlmk 

political bose. 

Wt tt. th~ir: .lcod('es purgod thus, tho p$1'\i<m wortt 

tD th~ poll ln /\J)X"Il 1946.. lt ·Wtt$ the flnt pOSt-~ 

el,lett.on In t.M eou~ in wbleh el,l adult$ pn!'ttt~tpat.ed. 

Tho pllrtl~rl tJS~ naturally ~H!~ to gaugg ~ exU~nt tJf 

popular fiUPPDt\ tkey r~telwd and al$o bulld a fkm 

po1ltlee1 bus&. A wlttpltc.i,ty of pmettes fought tile 

election. Ttu:ee part.t.es b~1onotng "'"' thP conservntlw

strtr~• and t\10 to the prapetJelw group. 

·1m'J rnultl-t'ttl~ty ey!I'Wm 'Whlcb omrgnrJ on tho ovo 

of the fl,l"t:lt IMJ'&i"~ ~l~tlon eont1~d 'tJ!thout much 

~han1)e fot a docodrJ •. tn t.tm tntenonlftt) ~rtod oU 

p£.'lJrtt.en •nt throUC)h va~i.ous r.bs~s. pn~ta'tlonn and 

comb!nntlonn .1'hc:1 systtro 1trJe1f, herr.~. ~i.nod 



15 

qu.altta't\vely unehon~d• tn tho t')t'oc;eoa .of opllts, 

li'lt!X'ga-rn and coa1f.tiru't!:l1 411 Pf)ll.ttcal p..-·urttns CJJCce,.. 

tin!) thn r..omunif.lt Party ~t an optl()rtunl.ty to enjoy 

polltteal ~:r, G(Ciiffi:~ ·fOJ' ahOl'te~ pc-,-lorl& oth.nr& 

fo~ a&tontshlng1y lo~ spells. tn the Aprf.l 1946 

e l~~ ttons, the LibPt:tll Party ( J.&xuSD} 14'ld by He~eyona 

lehli'O e~rged es the le~e.t pn~t,y wlth 141 out of 

464 $uat,s f.n t3'lt! ~,_. &tout~tt of Dtet.. and oh~ 

p~r ~Jlth: tJ\e Pl1Ujf.•gnsiV(! P~rty {{ibJem.PJD} mteh hod 

M aests., Th~ eosli tlon ~:raeked dU() tc» tn1;.tl)rnal dls• 

sons}tom follot·,-ing t.h9 $il~n ~tlvol of Hatoyema 

from publle l:tfe· under the pUJ'~lfl Ol'del'w tn th~ mstt 

e·U.etton the Ll~e1 Party lotit lttuwlly. the ~Jn::··an 

Sot.lelS.st Patrty l~d by Tetau t~nt.yat'lo unt"t»tppc1»dly 

emerged 'rir.tortnus and f~ a eoall t.ton fJOWM~nt 

\1'11 tb tw'o· o~r conool'Vattvn plllrtt.os •· ~socrot.le Pacrty 

of H!'to$hl Anhtdo and tho t-ldlonaJ. roop~natlve Pa1:ty. 

Both ~ pnrttr:s t:-el'O just f~d by diff~rent eonsotr• 

· VD'tU.ma fm:Uons in t•l:lteh 1947., '\'he Daoocretle P-ty 

\'1® boJm out of en o111.ont'O b~~en ~•·libel'al dtu1er'Wrn 

llkG- Anh1d& and thn Japan Progsrcu;oiw PaJ't'\f .,olt tf.C!tlt"$ 

the ltaUonal Ccapt:tfltivo· PaJ:\y ( nuectls&or to· 'the Japan 

COapC!I'IitiiiO POI'ty)and ~ t~ati~ ~ prot!Uet 

of s ~gar b~t"-onen ~ C:oop.">rnt.!vo Dr.tlnernttc Pf3Hy-'t($~c.. · . tvP) 

fhC! sudden g~"Mtth of f.oe1nl1!tts t.n pont-t'lar JapcnoH 
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po1tttca e•useri sertoua eoneern in tM X'hnks of eo,~ ... 

vsti.w pnl:ltietans llnd thtllr su~wrn. Hm:Jtr¥01'1 

tht~ t78S not a b~tt thing in no E'er' nn tt. lmld out tbb 

f'?~sprrct of a ~althy d~.:ra:tie proee~s tttk!ng J"oots 

tn J.1pan. n was llopnd that tf' thl& ~nd eon'ttmmd, 

Jap~n t«ltt1d ha\t>G 3 . ~lll"ty syo~., Ho"•v\tlr • "\'.M 

Sor.taltst-tc~d mtntstly -r~·stg~d ~oon dtm to t'h~ t1ltb• 

d:tm"J&l of consnw;-rt.lves from th'P. ~oe:lltion. AMf.h¢~ 

c-oalltt;on t~abloot of tho Soctalf.sts nnrl thl1 C4rtnU'Ya• 

ti.vo~ t"JaS t~med, ~d by tu.;htdn of tho DQr.-~a-t•Ue 

PaJ:ty. lt. too f~ll ·ntlon, p~in.g 'tho way fer Of'IDth~r. 

·Olftc~·tt.tJn. ~~·~lle, 'the Japan Llbt~.ral PMtty om~& fj~ 

ehang,09 ln l tu le.adQrsJd.p am! adttp~~d ·tam n.amo Omnoc• 

ratit: Lt•J'~l Pertv~ !n Mareh 1948. 1"hn p~ty t-Jt')n ~ 

ft'UC:t o~r:Uon hold ln Jsnunry 1949. and fo~d tho 

Ccblmt ~-d by Yoshida. In fA.aJ:eb 19!'~ 'th• f'L%l"tv 

ogaln ehenp.d l ts . n~ to • ~ .. lbe~nl Pstv'. 

t'lth ih~ r~turn of Hatny•o to ac.tiVQ p~1tttcs 

t:tt"n th~ oeeup8t!on euthn:rf. tf.f-ls depur~d thn former 

pUhltc offlc" holri•~~ti ltt <le't()l»t' l9!0t Yo,htde's J,ibf!~al 

Patty ouetn tmgan to $Uffnr.o f'netlo.nal figh'tlmJ• f'.on-

f 1tct oo~en Voshido find H&toyetno f ~tlerts ·ttl thin tJlo 

t.t.•r:al Pm.-tv took o :Sflt."{UU$ turn lmen Y<tnhl.d;a dissolved 

tho Lol~r Hml&$'* Hatov~. em t1w o~~ hand org.antznd 
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tJ*'-'tbt!l' ~looral POI'ty of dlo!!ltdontat t11> ond htn ~cl• 

1~1'a agatn rnturned to ttm Ltb~~a1 Pt1t'ty lel!V!ng 

bcblnd Btf.d.ehl Mit~t, kh!J'o Keno and o~er leader-s .. 

Hetoyamn agt~tn lc~t t..M ttbeJral P~ty tn f-loW~!",. 19S4, 

elong ut.t.h taman lnbtbanhl and t-~uka t(lnht, and 

f~d tM Ja~an tlf:.rnnct-atte: PD!'ty, TbmJ tho Connowa

tlw Partlt!G l'f1QZ'OUped tna!nly under the L~re1 P6rty 

of Yoshtda anti the Jopan Drll~~ tte P<¢ty of Hetoyan. 

l.'!cfJntt$1.1f! Yo&hi.do wan fc1:'e~ to s:r-cnt.gn due to a oht.p

bu11d11'19 &cnflrial, antl tt~toy~mn ooc~ tim Pl-l1tll~,.-. 

1.n the neJCt. gai'J)rel C'll~ct.ton.- Ho~y~ d6foa~d the 

Llb~r&l Pl!l'ty led by Ogata lkntors ~o sutt".{'tooed 

Voshlde, by tlat>tur'tng 25? ~r Houen oone el8ng t-Jl th 

b'ls t':Olllltion partneJ:s. The ~n.tpnJ"tortty of Hotovone•·s 

Jnpt1n ~:atlc Patrty VJIJ$ -t:o.nfl.mt'!d tn 'thct f\Q)tt $-lf;tC• 

tlon, IMtld S.n FebrUary 1005, ~1\nn thO Jf~PM Otttotratte 

Party wtm 195 soattl against l13 soats of ths Llb(?tel 

Porty •. 

Pollo..1iftg tha 1955 elGt:tlon• tho Stl~;:lsllsts dlG 

had Sf)lit t.nto rlQhUdnu omJ ~ft \"ftn<J fcetlono ln 1951 

OV41:1: ·Ute tfJt!S'tlon o£ ~aef!' and acc::UI'lty ~atle6• Sotnecl 
totpttber to launch a untfS.ecl .Jnpan Soclal.tst Party,. 

'~'he uniff.totlon of the S~lollstn t"ihlrh had o loft t-:lng 

&~y ~ a ~l.oUG ~ • ..,, w ~ consr:tvnt!van who 
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ttJI3J!e splt \ Into tilffonnt C~fl tbtU'h Afttlr- o nQI'tes 

of pftl~d .dl!\cusslona 1 tho etmseJVtlttws. ftnally 

d&eld«m to slntt t'h~ltr dt.ff~JrPncan and fem a etngle 

p~. :tn ~~~ 195St ~ t.lberal Pd"ty orad thft 

Jcpan ~raUc Party ~r~ to~thPr: and !aunetmd a 

Mt1 unf.f'lod sl.nole co~a~lve party ltnom us 1 '1.1\o 

Lt\M~ral ~r.~tUe Party' (LOP). 

~ ~r~~ of eonsorvatlve feetto3' to maho s 

stngle p&llt!f;al ,.tv ln NowRbrt._. 191\S maned a· now 

~h ln 'tile pol1ttcal bi&tc:ry of pos.t-wlll' JSPtn'l. 

'i'l'w untflc:otlon of ~ rtght tdttCJ end l~ft mn:g factions 

of tho Set!!.all~ttt just b0fore thf'~ ~om~:nt;ttl:tm t~~l't 

as· a unltad and ntrong .. tepnn Soeiollst P~ty tbuti 

nut;!JO'$tml that Jqan t10S ~adlng f• e ,__ p#ty system. 

tho eatnJ.CJ!'VntlwtJ aa thf$ n.•llng pcty and tho aoelolteb 

aa 8 &~flU oppOsition pnr.ty .lc>ovlng tlte Japan C!ommuntst 

1JDI'W an a balamtno factor 1n fact eonf~ thto 

boltef mt thr; syn~m \-;uli.t~d ~11 for a few y~ar-s. Sut 

n npltt ln ~ Socta~tst POI'ty tn ear·ly 1960 bollod 

tbot hope.. Mr#re~r. t.ll... fomet!on of the ~- and 

splt• t-~~x~£~i~ ln t-hn r.OMervattw party made J~a•se 

po-l! ~tes mD:ttt eomple•• "ltte poll tl~ol •et:rte contained 

o r.:;u1 tf.plle tty of paru~s but pOt«"~Jf con~.J.f\W'td to be ho 1d 

by ffflO pf#ty. 
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Tho l;i~l'al DGmocratic Party (d&'XY ~ll.ttlQ) totlO 

t.nto ~,~in., on tttwe•r 1&, 1955• tdib th9. em~!' flf tte. 

po~~l' eonne"i;'tlW! pa~trs .- the JDPan llMtetrcrtie 

P.at"t:y and ~ Li~tNll P~~. TNi' tilf'rg(-"r of tht?ao ~» 

p~Jtti(;S t.nto a single frama uafi tim ~sult of vartous 

pol·ltlee.l dwel~ntu itt~\ hat\ b~on taklnt; plnc~ ln 

Jat•am s$..neo AU9U$t, 1945-. 1'h9 oeeUJ1atton euthol'! ~n 

l.lf\dQ.r the dlt>cettnn of ~ Sti~e Ccmander of the 

Alliod Po.t1mrs (SCAP) bl'ough\ about a n~t:S.<1B of !'a.dlcal 

cJut~s ·tn tho sotilowtlcow.~llt sntl poilttc:al ff.elds of 

Japan. thft t'nfbrma tn +Jw polttleol ftcld \~blehp pet'• 

tl~ul-ly oiPed at ~ ~stbr.etf.Gn of porltQ:nonte:"y 

der~.aey,. f*'CVl~lttd t.m' elt;matt' '£«»"' thf' re~~neo 

of various politt.e:;nl p.al"'tlt'~ in tJ\e c;ount,rv. 1lltl r.on

scl'Viitlvea \1ko h~ been riGm.l nntlng ~P~ar party 

p(Jltt.icr-< I'Oep~Sed on "the post.-t-Jer 6C:(lntJ 41!th naw 

p~ty .:t.&u. Pot: examp1~, t~ l~rnl party con..'tlisted 

of a ~r of old fi~t:1l»l~~, of thff if!J.Xl!ki&J the. Jspen 

Pron~!lslw PaX'tv drPu t tn mfl~Jrshtp rnatnly from t.hs 

~~.tal' lJ.Eett1;f.Q;; i'tms~ pattt!(!S matnly ~prc~sr.n~d 

·t.J-m. •Ltbt<r.r.ll foret"a1 am.~ ~ 1Detlot!rn;>~J.c forees•. tbo 

U~re1 fct'ces ~upc:rd o:round ~ Llbl.,rsl Porty t-Jd.lo 

·tJm ~~t.~tlc forr.t:m t.~ntorcd ,gound tbG Jsp-crt Pr~s-
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otvo P#ty. Th~ bt~s;; ~fJX'"i;p~d lnto the Demoel'tl'ttc 

Part.v, ·~ t~tlont~l Df?mQt.rnttc: Pert.y tlntl the:; Japan 

R•~fom Pltt'~/• ~ .Japan foopPtntlw Pel'tv t.t\lch fol• 

loY-Pd tl ~0PflJ'ftW poth f1.nally r.mr~t'l ~n!th ~ tlnttona1 

~J',':rtlc. P~ty., . ln thf" post-w{)r.' e1oet1ot~ thN:&~ 

pt.J!'tlt~~ often t'o~d ~r~rs nn.d ecaltttorm to form 

th~ tjOVOJ"~~nts •. a~ p?!'&f'nnltty eol'tflieto atlt)ftg ~ 

l<u·tri&J.1) and or,r,mi'&atltmttl. tJO.ckrw:ss h~p't th~ partl~s 

loctse. On the· other hnm, tm:> soet.allCits tn t.ht! adly 

pont-wa:- ynors ~el!'gnd an ~ ~1!ti·~al foren and 4lV&n 

hod an opportuntt.v to fibt1ro pt)1it1t~l ~r twice. 

Eh•t ldeol~Jl.cal (l1ff~rfu1Cf:·n b~t~on tl'te :rS..tht \~flO 

end l~ft. (#J!·nt f~tttt.~ns of t.hG Ptl~t.y ~vented t.hf.tm fr:om 

fcmlng a s1ng1" party. Hot-JQV~?-J:, ln ~-he r:tum~d polt

ttcal otmospb~rQ, ~y df)ef.dnd to 1link ti\Ptt: t<l'lffo~nees 

and 10\mtm a unt.ft~d Jl!J'M s~to1lat P•ty tn Oett\bttl't 

19S!;. 

NaturallY~: tho ~r~nee of ~· Soct.olta'tS as 

o pot«triul polltlea1 foKfJ end fiMlly th~!r unity 

eouned nertnus t-onr.e-rn !n tb~ t!d.nr!e of ~ C.onscn:vn• 

ttves nn¢1 th{\tJL' suppot'tnrs. CnnneqUffntly tht~ tansc:;na• 

ttws .a1w oogan to thlnl: tn 'tr.lt.lS of 1eunchiJtg o 

unl~d ~arty., ln orim? w cttN:ft tim '~owing Soctnlio't 

ttde. Afwr prolo~d dt·!.tb:;.tratluns anrt prrsua~tcm 
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by S.nflu~ntlGl t.tlffltlo ~ll, 'lhq two ~1n r:a.mstll!!'V11ttve 

pas~ttns dacttmd to ~r~ to leunch a unlf'l~d end strong 

com~tvat!vtt pe»t.v. 1'hn· Japan ncttoeroUe Palrty 1M 

by Zehtr.o tfotoyama and• th~ Lilmrel PartY h~aded by 
' 

·rakntora ()gata ~rtJnd +.cCJf!~l' to fOI't:l ?Jl~ prt~aont 

tl\mttl;l! ~IU1tle P~W• 

'Die basic id.,t)lrn;tJ of ~ Ltbctrll! D~t-ott.c 

Par.ty was no·t al!ffn ·to t.h-P. Japanese r;NJpl~ ond poll.tles 

es lw f;otts@N~t'tlWt ph!loaophy \188 deOJt*I!'Ob~d In J~a·· 

no~e polttteal ltfe stMfl tim baQf.nnlng of party poll• 

ties ln .'fepan. &~\l't ~ ~w c:ona~I"VnUw party, t-th!cb 

was btt~n 1n 6 chan9C?d pelt.tleel ami otoneJttlr. otmon• 

pb~r~ htld ~ 91~ a mw ltlngo • tll~ P•tv tn order to 

matntatn tts doant.nant:Q ln ..,."tapmws-~ pollt!.es end to 

mtn:r\ tbt~ Ml'J :gha11-Qftl'Jf'O pcs~tl by otlwr pnl'tl.cn,. 

The pl'itl» ettncrl:t'n -af ~ mt1 pt#ty1 t"Jblch t1&S 

tnctdently tho rullnfJ pel'ty at that 1.~ by Vil'tu& of 

tho mrtrl)nr1 wan ~ ~efflm' t.ts · edho~nett ~ pnl'lietlen.

t~y tiemoel'aey and njoei: ell I'Ollttcal theor1.tio tbet 

led to ftvolut1on and dietntorshtp. nrus. tha pcnyta 

bank ph:l!cnophy t'1a9 ettf1Quntlrd Oi' fo11~1 n In fo~ 

tn9 tho pazot.y <nm: po11ttca1 !duals at'('!, flrnt 0 to 

(J;el':hfl_st!y pr~!~od_ along tho brotlti ft}cd of porlt~ntnr.v 
DISS . 

320.9052 \ 

K9628 De 

Tt-1- I '-liS lillllllllliilllllillilllliilllilllilllllllllillli 
TH1418 
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~~:cttey.. l's this ~Mml~: ~ shall to •~· ~nd dQ• 

M\*11Cn ltll ·forc&o anr! ldoo 'ltag!P& thnt r..onliGM as poll• 

ttea1 t.lilans ttm USP. of vto1.n-ntt~ 01' ®st,ruetlOftt ~evo.1u• 

tton OJ"· 61e'L"tc~shtp.. s~~onti, W(> etmpor't f£>eCdem of 

~· ~ofl~et fct- tfvi tnr.ttv\dt$fJl as. thC'! ftmd.~n.tn1 eon

dltlon of GO&Ial <:nr.de,.. ~ oppos,~,. n«eordlnaly,, 

atsGlutl~.~~ end (! 1tU\clatn that ~nd on ~ use of J)Ot'Jrtr*'·., . 
In t~ktng \'ttrltmnRn~ denlOt.:J'f,}CY ~tr main nlm1 tho 

part? Wt\\ o flt't1 ot&OO auntnat ~ tot&llt«ianlm of 

those on tt~ fltlt right erd loft,. end Ct.l)fteio.11y 

Qgalmt f!~n1$f• 

1M p~t:y mmtlf:esto eapr•ulsad ~u dedtcatton 

t.o a t.thrs:a fold r.ons~oUo:n•. Tb~v ~ e~ms,amoet1on 

of o cui.,ur<r mel ~l!'atie netlt'}n;; .of su'tA)Mt'JY and 

tndopaf'tiQnttf, and of so~tal stability nnd t$lf~ 

s-tnw. 'fhe. new ~nlf:ef!.to fteth~r: l'q)tosGntod thoU' vow 

to Gn~nd tmd ~a-feet tttn polley ~-~~s e~mly in . 

f(f~e 8$ the pa~ty ho1~ittU tho ~Qlns Of ~ (JOV0t:~nt. 

1m L1bt;)~d ~(:~atiC Pety, 1" l·t~ Po1tcy 

o'bj~Uwo ooe~d thnt ~to soet~ n.gtttJna1 Cl{#altty 

and l'~fo.~ ~dUt~atlon; 1.0· ~form th.~ polt~t.eal and ad• 

mtntstrnttw aywlt..ttt'l$ aw.~ ~aettet~a, ttl ct:h!Gvo ~eo~r. 

.outoJmt1y1 to build 4 ~lfax'V c~nity; to toho pcstttve 



23 

otept. to evolve a pn~.JC$ fif.pl~JcYt end to consolldote 

natt.oMl !JOW~rntgnty. \:b1~ thono objocttves have to 

"' tmpl~mntnd by gover~nt policy doelalons· through 

vn~lt.ft,J5 moe&~s, C.al'!'t.&d aut by th~ eab1~t, !.t r~ught 

~n ~tt tutlonal et'le~nt for 1'.he conaolldatlon 

of nat.lonnl sov~.f'elgnty • I' aetd• u\1h11& obsf'r:VlftQ 

f.ba pr!nci'Ples of psetflsm1. flem.o~rac;y and respect for 

'baste l'u.mten l'~t v» shall e~~k aut...om'tllY of the eur
.rent Ctm.s tlt.utlnn nntl r~exatl~ nssol'tc1d occ;1ipotlon 

1~•Jts1atlon. r:evtutng ahd a~to1tshS.nfJ tho~e piir\s ttwr-e 
'? 2 

mcnssary so 4& to f:l't. the clJ:m~tna tancna of th~ enuntry. 

ThtJ tJZ'flg'rmrM!S of ~ peJ:ty Clift bO St.tromat:lmd 

en fo110W9• (e) To er~a.w a dr·moerstte order in 

J6'f'An t4ich btrt\aJ' a.·s.vtng standards by ~forot~J extst

tng l~tuttona tn !.lne t:llth tbP baste f'l·tntl·t,.les of 

de=erney; (b) to stl'lw. ff!tr !trtprov~tt internatlonol 

J'elstt~m; on tho basts of universal jur.rtiee, t.nterna

tt'.lnal ~Ate am ffteflotn end to butld up a self....sUp~ 

t.ntl and tndepondont JAf)an; and (e) to anstJr~ eeonomlc 

end tliOCla~. lltabllity by carrvtntJ out ~~tly fo~ 

loted plans et,nsf.swnt with lh'U:.vtdual tntttattve snd 

fno ont.t:>:rptt!,s.c• nnd to !!.Oeure tha public intntest. 



h Lfbt1~ol ~rette P~ty ""'~" ooc~ tho zrul

tng pnr:ty Of ~Japan f~tM'a tts bk\h tts~ lf lnt·ttnlly t1aS 

en olittstt party. n. per'ty m"ln!y c&nst.s~d of bf.g 

bU.stnotsman, ex•Uftwr:t'ct$ and othf->r P.!tto. aepnto: of 

tho JsptJm&a r:m:lety., .tn !ts osr!y VflttZs of OMltrtQi\C('j, 

~cudQtltely 'J;/3 of 1.t8 .ti»tn~J:& wer& UnJ.wrntty and 

eol1ege CJf'adU.a~s. \be rural b~~ of ~ party ti\ich 

VN$ ~'!len~d by COO'pPrattw .kttJtmt's we& mnrglrml 

t<Jltlt only 6 p9r cent tn 1953. t3l11e 50 ~r eent of the 

Dlt1\ ~r& ~" grtedue.t&ts of J#ostt.gtous natlof\91 

lmtlttJttom of hl~r learnlftf) md hetled ftoe~ the 

u:rben cn~fl •. thc:t nJl·eL-•leul Wra1 r~sttntatton 

wet1o 19 ~· cont. tt~~r·, thtt pctrty &honJy dm:S.dod to 

a.bttndon 1t..ct old posf:tton as an t¥1ltlst pol"ty ami to seat; 

a t1nsa bas0.. Mtt+r Ulo 1900 Gll~ral e1Mtlon9, tho 

pd'tY -~ a ~r of prott~r~t~lbS to tJldon tto onns 

ba!JQ. 

One of thf.l unt•-:UQ featw:os of tho Llbet"D.l Dcmoe

~atle PIJX'ty ls ihn ~ktng of faetlons t11tld.n tho p~ 

an s f~l ()nttty. Gonorally, faettons. groups, t~tc,., 

•~ COtJnOn In all polt.tlcal pmrttos. mrktng ln PBJ:"llo

~ntarv d~J'aelP.$* But ttl~ ftletton9 mthln tk'J Llbol:'el 
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~aU.o Party of Japen ~ ~Ct.Jlll# in many Jro&peets, 

~y 3'rf? f~l po.ltt!ca 1 entt tj,cs vJt.tb bead ctUaJ:~rs1 

s-ogu1a- ~tl~:J,&, a known t'!!fJt"~rshtp• an etJta~ltobed 

&tl"tlr.~ and fiB dlntlpline, r,nd of e~se• lod by 

\'1011 krumn l~utdel'e, by ~0$" ~s tJte faettms ate ltncr:n. 
I 

tn .. f-t. th'f!Y W3rk ett parties. M.thtn th_, party. 

Altht,ugh f setlnn~ ~c;M- Vrllft! impo'rtant artd in. ... 

dlepansable! 1n JapaMs• pell<tlcSJ af~z the J.lbtozoal tlemo

erattc PB!'ty eQmO lnw b&f.nu,. they hrtd been tn e:d.trtonr.tt 

~-ve~ &lmo party t'Oll ttcs 'bttgan to plrty an tmpo~ 

rol~ ln fJle aff atn .f.Jf ~ eounUy.. r~n Sealaptno, . 
l tn ltU~ book ·Oft tltmOe)"~JCY and pnJ'ty titOvetmnt in t'fl'tO!ii'\~Qr 

Japan~ quotes Ozaki Yukto. a Vf!!ry pX'OAlnnnt pollttcal 
I 

.lG~ f:.n 191'7, at~. confoasi~ that .~J'(J in ·thO ortent 

wo hmm polttienl fSCtittM but no pollttcal part.\P.3 

1'bo atatcmifdftt of Olakl f.tl s clear proof tbat f ec
ttons tn Jepttmt1a poll t!,e~; ore as old ss ~ pattl.oo 

thmselves. But ~y ~ not mudl actlvo ml" tnflusn

tlsl 8$ ttmy ol!'O ~dny. :ln th~ ce&e of JDP t.h~ feettons 

. el"" vtr.tucJ.ly c.ontro11tng t.tu> 1f3J ty and tl\C;}r.~by ruling 

tho eount.Jy .• 

3. 
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Any cbGn"'s ln tht* :tol.,ttve botanco of focttons 

ean nmlte mdO rantjlng dlffor(!Jfk:nt; tn ttw pllrty, polt.• 

e:tt"ts 9ntl ~ven tn fbt? govnrf'fm~nt.. In f*>~\"~ dllV5t too, 

fAt:-ttn~ httd f.omel orgenl'tntinns, h6ld r~gul.er ~?~t

inus am! funetlo~d .U:fidflll' at:f!ep~ lt:EtdorshtTJ. Tim fac

tion ~Ddcr~ ~ fund& w th~i.t fol!Ot'.~eJ"fli to fight 

t;lt1etton!l and ·thoo st:r~ng'thrn ~tr facttong. \bnre 

~rc~ ~ usU&1 faettonJtJl. f1ghte ovttJ" control of 'tbe 

p.-ty1 for ~nhtfl'~t po&l Uot'm1 sntt Jlal:ty fufltls. ~ 

f'J:P~~"e" f4~ctf.t~fts M'i.~·~t hovmv,.~, l00$0 ~uplngt\ ~1:rourd 

an ir.lpOl·tant. fJQ!ltf.t:~~n. ~.,. • ihoy "~:r.P no't too l~

tan~. ~~body fC>l't obl.t~-e~ .~ b«=tlonu to th~m. ~Y ~n 

mo~tly urou;1s \mlr.:h gattu~l:ed' fc·r pOll Ur.ll1 df.!}tntsion'1 
•
4 

The Pf!'*lsttnt tlbY faetl<lns, o1n e3ntrant, ar~ an tn~gJ;-sl 

I'CI't of. ~ volt tlt>rll P~" ss. t(.omo l(ortJ• vtc.Q Gpf!olt~f' 

of t.he· liotUJ& of Cmmeillor~ &AV$, ClEvery body demns 

~ t\nc-tf.<ms, ~·t thG\ Ll~S'al r~motratt~ Pa:r.ty ami ~r

hnps the GO\ft;J~fln~Hlt v;euld not. ·t;n ft•,le tfi r:\OV& t1lthwt 

thfd .• 5 \'3'\tl() thflt p~-aar fr~ct!cns \"'$1m asi.f!nPfiW 1:o the 

1)01ltten1 ·prot:es~., ~ potrt-waJ' far.Unns: ~e an tnt.Q9X'&1 

part of tho polt.tJ.ea1 protPSE!:t lt t& assentt.al to tl\& 

functtnning of pra~~nt. day Japat$st.t pol!. t.S.e~ • 
............... .,.._ .t "'•·•••rJ_I !li'1111WW 

4 .• , ~anutani Shu.U.. A ComervatJ.vo Pelt. tielan • lnt.nrvlct11 
A ... t~ 17 • 19661 C,uo~d ln Ntlthenl~ 1 B . Th~r, .lia.a. 

_ , • . Pt ~ u ·~ r n • (htnee\t>n. UnivoFSTty 
"ne., · .. OJ"!:\tlY• • t ,. P• 20 

Jhirt. J.h 17 
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1'fw faett~ns atn mt~tnly eonstt.tut.ed of t1"tG ntot 
cm•rs frttm both ttnunfts .... tJw HoU$~ of Counetll.or8 

aM tho ftouse of Jtepro~Pn~tJ.ves. As ~ House of Rep. 

rtteffntatlve 1.~ nmre pov~rful, fllcttnN\ f:ro~ thr J.(J:XJ,. 
-

Ht;uu~ ar~ muc:h & t.rnn<JPr thGR th" f aetiom fl't'llm Unpl:t 

Houstt, ~tlwr thPy ar~ fiWtll~re of thfl' sa..• ft.JC'tlom 

e¢ not. 

kr.orodi~ '\!J t~~tth&nit;il fl. Th4fl~Z't fl.V~ flSOentlol 

9'alt) of ~ party and noUrtn ~ ach!f=lVt~d Uwmtgh the 

faetlon~. Pint, i4\~ patty ehoo&ett lb l~mt~r t.hrr:ugh 

-utn f at:tl~ns. t ~ccn1d• · threu<Jh ~ f &:~ tf<,ns thm party 

l'l:l1~(.1$ Mid dlstJ>lbut(?s t=.ltlfj't of ltn op~r11ttng fUft'Ss, 

ThS.rd, ~ts both ln ~· \'OY~r~nt end ln t¥ PaJ>ty 

~ •Vtmlned by liM, thr~~~ugh th~) feett.M!. FoUl'th• 

tm:ougn thl~ faettcnlS r;o~s rnofJt ttf tllP- ald an tnetvtdual 

ennt,!d,atp ~ts for thi1 ~lf't:t.lon eempalgn. Plfth, tho 

f aettorm $C!rYC neVP.ral pr-ofound paytholo9le al ne~d& of 

~ Oltrtmon.6 The phtl~nel 9l"owih. and• f.nflueneft .of 

f oct!ttm tn the Lf.beJ."al ~~ratte Party at'~ mainly &to 

to ~ pat"\y1a contf.nuous control oW?r. the admlmst:re

ttt'n• th~ so~r;tton of thP party Pl.'t--stdent. la o~ cf 

tb~ main ~a!i \~re thf> tacttnns play en important J>okt. 

ltenzo Kono. In~rvlf,'-('11 .. 1anuary 250 l96&t r .. ootnd 
In Nathenteo1 Thayer• n. 41 p. 'Z:/ 
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stneo ~ Lt1P s.s -e 1:Ulln-1 party end tho fttmo ~~tmto:r• . 

s~lp ls erutcmntil:ally ~1o~s to t.tm pnrty pr~stdent,. o 
lot of ~i'"tanr..~ t.s ottnt:h~d 1;.() ttm eleetton of 't.'ho 

~y pratii.dent. 

f!arl:ior eonnrJ~ative pl)!"tles ueuolly ~hose the_. 

paJ<ty l~lldor through consul'\.;1tl.on ~ng reJ't.y clt'kJrs. 

Out af~r ·the p.-tt~s we~ ~r~d ~tlwr to f~ tho 

LOP, ·~· syst~o of chooaing 'the vrostrl~nt by consensus 

han Gharu.JfPd• Now ~ pnrty Pl-"stctont b tr1C*e't.Gd b:y ~ 

c~nt"Vatlvt) r•tf.ttbnJ;"S of 'h. lllet and .:nph~~ntatives 

fr~ ttt1eh of tJw · pnrty's prof'ectuJ."al federnttonn.. Sinte 

thtJ P.r•,sltten't us.ually ·\»comes tlwt· Plrtzoo t..~trdstor, tha· 

pr~·s!tk'!nti.el tandtdat.P~ eoett thP support cf vartcus fac• 

ttons,. ln J"~t't.J»n ~ fooUttn mt<tntx,r!'l gctt t: mnpalgn S1.tpp01!t 

tn 'thG ~~~et!ons. JKt1itt.t:al f'JJttds• end of.ht.r party ft 

gov"r~nt. poo u. ~ o~l' f oetoro \bat eont:rf.buf.o to 

·tbl ckwal~nt of fsettom ara mntnly (J.} polttl~&l 

funtis ~teh tiP1 f1¢lttdnd by thn r~n@nt8tt.~ to keep bto 

socln1 r.mat~ntfit (2) thf? e~tlt!.on for &I"P«tlntt»nt 

to th~ pt;riy, eablf'IP't mtd Dlot poots,. ·(3} and tho 

Gtlf1Ct!cm syst4im far the Lot-~1" Hcut~CJ ,~ovtd" enoth~r elo

~nt ccm~ltte1Vfl to ttm grOtfth of f cettnns. 'l'htl cmtdldotes 

need fectl"'n's su~t to ~t ettlnr.ted frt'tm e portt.cular 

con~tituttney GS ~m may ba vtgorfius ~o~tt'tlon. PIJOr

Uons als& play <& t«'E1dcolmnt mlo ln tJln. dlstl'tbutlon 
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of' posts ln tho p#ty· and ~l"~nt, •specially t.n the 

fottWt.lon of cebt•t• 1'hft f acttoM .-rr arm thl'~d seJ.'Ylecs 

onabllf'l9 tllo pelt.ttc.i~ns to g~r polltleal funds. Ptnt, 

:the faetton leader hlmsftlf will @tvP fu~s. db.-oc~ly to 
•: 

hi.G fo1.10W(!J:$• S~eo,.ilYt 'tht- fattlan lt:fatfal'· Wilt sft'SftgS 

for t'tte· candtdatl18 to ~t lnfltmntlal ~r& of the 

b\ls!nm;·s c~ntty. Thll'd, •~ ~rsttf.p ln ~ foct.lon 

w111· h&lp ·~ polttlenn to ~e U$.t~ of the o~t- faet.lon 

for.fun::ta. 

i 

opt'OSltU~n p&~ ~f#o tho ~inning of J.DP rulo tn ..Tepan. 

~kct the consflrYilt!ws, 'tho Stmtall~ts alto how e long 

bls10ry. 1ttn ooe!all~t ~nt origtnatf'd •n the 
.'II . - -

··llMJu\UA COJ?ll'nt.$1 Soel.a1t$t Party) end t.h~ .f;b£&!1UD 
~- tnto IM?1ng In 1992. Follovd.ng th<'o ~ eoetall&ta 

.~ted fll O:l"Oaidsse ~·tr cmn pclliteal p#tl~s tn 1001 
r· 
~ l«J&. tn 19011 ~y f~d the ~AI. Ell~ 
I' ., 
,~tl~lal ~era.Ue Pany) tJhf.eh was ~dlott+ly dlabanded 

"' ·~ GUthotttttns.. !ft 1906, ano~,_. party triOS forrr~ • 
~~· tUIJia, §bt*AI:ta (JtJ4lat1 Soela1lat Peny). Su~ due to· 

~~ntel oppo&itton am o~ unfevo•ceb!e eondlttons. 
~,~ Soclallats t:ould no't ~~om a polf.tleel fOHO t1ll . 

t~ \end o1 the Pnclf1e til#• t'to~~,_.., ~ tdeolog:leal 
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dlffoft~es and t1ttt ~·· ~mQftl] tts follo~JtG tu,pt tbo 

p~y ln dlff~ren\ comper~nu .• 

Af~l" the tr:er, when tl~ occopatl.on suthorlttes 

ollownd pol!ttr.el. pert1~n to funett.on., 't.tte s~lollGt$ 

mo t·;e~ thnn dl.vltiad into l•ft wtng and l"i~ \?lllfJ~ 

facttom 3fJt .. d tOtJCrt'ht:!r. 1ht-s enJlblnd thNn· to emet'go 

M a potmd'u1 poll t.tc~al pc.«ty end J.C!!ed <:)fm' of "'thr poet 

t11Jr et•all'Uott gCM~:r~n~. .tt \~ a *'i9ft1flr.ant tiMm• 

lop~nt :ln ~ f• ~~~ t.t v.~ttts ~ f'lnt .-eleliat•llld. 

gov~r!'l!~nt. in Japan~ fbQugh thtt; eoetaJJ.ot-led gc;vsm

mnt df.d not 1a•t lorhlt "f;hpy gut ;::.yet enoth~r opportunl ty 

to · rttn 'the· gf.W'fl<Jtf'lt.lOnt m; coalS. tion p~~rtnP~ of the eon

&owlttiVf'tJ• Sut t~ t.u&.al~ bot,t.JOmt th(t Jpft. wing d'!¢1 

rlgbt "'tng fm:tlontt fot' ttw domtnant:f! of thG pm.·•v and 

diff~nnces ln theb' et.tttudt.J 1',ot>Jerds cel!\atn tmpof'tant · 

noU·onal t.stues-. such ae. the Sen Pransctaeo fr(l:a\y end 

the Japan-Ui SM!UJ>t'\y TJ:On~Yt kept 1ihe Sottalbt$ sgetn 

tn tDb dlffffrent. c~• 

~ .... the grOtVtng strt-,ngth of t:hrl eonaowotlwO 

pettlp,o e~11{'Jid '+Jm llooialtst& to clese tholr J:an!ts 

11nd unl't-0 an a niJ1G).f}, paJ:'ty. As a rosu1t. on Ootob~ 13, 
' 

1955• the. present, Jopen S~ltd.l~t PeJ~ty we for~d. But 

h ~t;y'& tmt:ty ~as shc.rt-11ved. 11vt rtght. l1irt;J fee• 

tton \'f,lth r~at tn a oi.no:ri tV• !Pf't tho pbrty· tn Jnnuazy, 
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19«J tit ~ "1\leGtl.on of tho pJ!'03ae,.d •Vlstoa of the 

3aJM~ lotUI't\y tnaty. It ~~ ·tM· ~t!l~aattc 

Sot;lsltat Party of J'span. TtMl split ln ·-.. Jepnn Stnl&-

1lst 'Party ~ed the chance• of ar1tl~ threat w 
ccns•rv.sttve domtrtaUm, though the pa~:\y eonttnuod f.o, 
..-. ~e St .~ ... ~_.tt.,_, f .... rce ~ Vifl . ifl~.ton: ""'fl"(.'""::tA ..... ~n v ·• 

Tbt Japan Soelalb'\ p,.ty'e tdeloglos ,_., ape1lod 

ou' in e dotument adop~d . Ett the 1955 "untftcetlon ecn
ftnUoni In thle doc.~nt, 'tha aocl.elt.sts pledged ths

tiE11Ves io l'~dltdf\U. a :socSel.t.st $OClety by eaftflnu out 

a pnoeeful· w~w1uUon. mttl to ncove~tno eftf1 setur!Jtg 

b fuU. soft~!lft\y of J~Jp(tnjfi l~t ...... ~•~r 1964 

pady .-~ntton enot.b.el' r:evtaed doet•nt. wn& ..,tad ~ck wt'vJ ' 

'6<1-:;\..,~tl at the JanuS'y 1966 pa.r·ty eoi"M'nUon. 

Ac~i,ng to thta dt;c~nt t:nowrt .- •tt-m Road 4;o 

Soctallsttt i~t Japet~', ·tlle JSP .lt a poltt.lt•l perty •tch 

bOll.~~$ in t.1w tnevtt.ablltty of a $0f'ilaltst re.wluth.tn 

tn Japa.n anr;l l$ ~eot~Vtnced th~t :tt u poa$lb1ec ofd pro

Jml" te s scciell&t J"evolttUon to be CQft"!ed out d~a

tteally, ~acefu11y• and t.hl:oU(Jb the ntet• •. In nee_. 

danr.e wlth ~· bale J*lntlpkts of socl.sllsm, tho p-'f 

pl•dttlG ttJ, s~!Ylt fort (1) toet~llst dtDOer.ncyJ (2) 

socl&,1ite6Uon of koy lftdusvt~a. oroanlee:tl.on of eoopa.. 
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I'Otivos ~ng $ttta11 end roodlum en'teJtlrl'Ge$ and tn tho 

.flgrl~ultural tmr.tt¢, and. plaftt'~Qd produdt.on in ell t.J'ulse 

coctoJWt ( 3). lend r~fcmn and lmpJOV$t\'tent of 1he 

l.lvtng (1mtJ.ro,_n~J (4) devel~nt of r:ducatton. r.ulture 

and Sttf'ntet (9) eon$truetlon of a tJoet.~ty hffld topllhor 

by solldor!ty sftd coopf<rotlc"i and (6) e foretgn l'Ollcy 

co~ry to tb(j eause of peace and the pnspbt:S.t.y 
~ _.. - 1 

0:. t.'lan>C&nd• . 

Qt. the. boslu of thls doetsant, ihe · Jet'an SOelalta.t 

Party formulated a mtW ""'~.-. at lt& paJ"\y conW!ntlon 

convened 1n Jtl/tUtft*/ 1914. The convention adopW thet 

•Drdt of a Beste PlnU.orm fo1: ttw. U11lt;f§ of 'tho Niltlo.,.

,.m,tch wss ta u.- a& Ute plat.fom of a nattona i coa·1t• 

tl.on CJCYt:tl'~~t, Aecf#dtng to thls 'Draft• • the propo&Hl 

UOWt:tfJ1ltl'nt W&$ to aiJn ~t cpro._c.t.tng tho C,.anstttutton, 

Oemocroey, and non-all(;mtnt., and tmpl'ovtng the ~opJ.ee 

llvellb.ood.,, Aa rf?~J&I'dose'CUJ."lty 1)Gltcy• ln pantculer. 

tim JSP tntent!~ ·tc ntttlf.y all f~tun counutos of . . '• 

Jopctt's d•l_.auon of peaef! tJnd Mutral!. ty, and dtd 

ebl"ooattng tho Japan-tiS ~curtt.y T~trty • eonc ludo a 

mutual ftfinaOgns&f.on ~nty \'11th (;hlMt t.l\tl Sodot Unton, 

KObe end ~ Untt..d Stattls. 1bo extstt,.g JaPoneae 
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se1f~foneo foree will be dtgb£mded ttl 'th e ccrloin 

ts.m.e aUow~ncn Md aceomtn~ to pt·e-aJTanged ~oth~nm, 

t.n favour of e stance of u~ "'ut'rallty of the 
B 

counU:v•· 

tho ~&-Atic Soetallst Peltty I& o~ of the 

t~tsnt GPP"1tt.on parU.~a. ln J.,Qft tocJay. · lt fomclly 

e~ !nto belmJ in ~'«P&•'* pOll tics on 3a~J':Y 14, 198>. 

1ho OSP mn lilUnctttJd by n bl'~~v ~ of tlobt ~tJgem 

dto· loft the Soctalbt Pany, a11GQtflu tlu~t tt~ pOI'ty 

wau dor.dnaWd W lrit.-wimpl's. · Out tt. ~dlat.e ceune 

of the spilt nas o dlffp,~necr of opinion *'t'O•dtno the 

Party'$ a\tttudo to\-Jcrda ~ nvt.stm of .fep~ ~1\y 

Tt:oaty tn. 1960. . The ~ty doft.Md t t.eelf en ° s poll U• 

cal 8$0m:la,f.on of ttw:ar.e peoplo vmo htlftve In ttte Pl"ln

etploa of democra'\te rsot:talL~ that ttll ~con~nnt 

cep!·taJ.I.Gm and· tot.all.~tanls~ •thflr of tht!· l~it 01' 

rfJf the dgh\" •. 

1ho DSP at t ts 17th Pcty eorwontton hold tn ApX'11 

19'13 oot f~. Ute Party's JJl'loritlos as t ( 1) e1trntnnUan 

of tho ctm\tradlet.tons ettd.b\rt.nbl~ to '\he cgpt t.1llot 
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Gystoitt .Mif p)Y)raotlon of t.alfge Gtatot. (P) ovntcanlftO 

t.mrnl~ninlstn and $1\f~uuardlJtrJ ~ fl1M Md ®r,•ra

ttt sptemJ ( 3) a $Ut.t991fll· alctrJd at twfl~thr0\"4ng the · 

c:ow,..or.vat!Y{~ ~~Itt end to m~k<? tho OSP the p~nt 

body of pl'0\11'*"SSivt! ~nd ~J:*Jf)UC. fWt'A!S to, r«?plnee lt1 

41\d (4) oxpenslon Of f~l~nrtly and h~!.nU$ ·rela~l~ 

wl1h ~11 nat..lon»., 

At tbe lGth Pa~!ty Convent~n held ln Pobnar~ 1914 

th.a DSP Ddt:tptmt n eorr:ep't of e 0~09ft&GS.vo-al11.a~ 

.all-people''£# governttlin'fr. ~ coalttlon ~~nt ca11od 

fU' in 'l'tls dt.tc~nt fr~ - be f~ri jointly ·by ell 

pto~t41!1ft f~ta f.hut \'Ould ntm at rtddlntJ ~ e.apl taltst 

syn~vt of its eon\t'edf..ctl~ns. tittle fl~ifttl s;~ny fhm 

'tim totsll·tal'l.antum .ct both tht! rtbh\ ~· tho 1nftt Une 

openlng ~ way 1» ttaiwbli~tb~nt of .a tzuly ~rott~ 

soclolt.st ~\MIY~nt. 1J'ltt polS.t.leal ttrln<~tplf)s em. d\tch 

tlhlt!i ~elf/t.lnn ~~t ~:cu1d stand inclUde ~nee 

to tbo ~S·nelploa of •teftdlng at! &lf.WC'tS of tho pre$an\ 

Conntlttatlon. asta'bllshlf'IJ a t.telf~e eta·te, end ~ollzlng 

pat"11~ntory de~~JCV• 11m ~sed coalttton ~n

mont t:JM~ld e~tarilcate ~~e fOJ'C.G mt~h s~ for radteat 

«:t'!!'J'el:''b/ tl!etat«d!'&hlp ~nosu.d by f.1antnf.tl-~·1Dnln!so. 
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fht• eoalttton go~nt ~uld .tMtttute e 
three tp_. ~l!ln to uolvo till! nation's bQSle pJ:'Ohlq~ 

o._h as Wlatiun, end pollut!*'n, so as to defend 'tt\8 

people's lt.wlthoQd,. tt. r:.oul.d also nake a obtft to a 

stsble>.~t pc;lS.ey, dt'Mllop a &tfr~J.& mlned ~. 

and f~lo~ o~J" •oau~:os f]Oard· to o \"'lfa:n state,. 

DS tmll as \tpbolri ~. fDftlgn po1t.ey of sotf·~llnJCG• 

lfll}~~. ~~, ctkl f~S.fi1MShtp. • pon~ t.-tt
e~t4:ld witb regard to Jopa,...tS Sccurtty "'&e'aty .ln cno 

of a ftll1tl4t»nt&1 ro-exe.mlnatlon to~ tn ·the dtl'tfe• 

tt.on of a ph•od dtm>olutton of tJw tnatv. d\tlo 

~t,ng about ~ "mval of us beses and forcoa t" 
J.span. Co~ttmintJ ttelt-ctofe~. the· DSP1s ettttudt 

ta tc hold thP defoMn c~eb11S.ty ·to an absolute mint• 

~~ althou~ ttlfi pnrty fionsidftt's t.-t ~tgsanv to huve 

ac1f~f~MIO f('C!1»s nt an tl:ldf!pt;:ndent rmt.bn•s r&oponsl• 

bllity. 

"lko ~P. ~1'. alt&~~d tts policy· ot .•GradUal 

dtooool:uttan• of tlte security tl'tloty, r.nd deetd~d w 
noatt ~mt nf the t-:mf:lng of ~ p~()$C!I\t Japnn-US 

Sot:tt;rlty ~aty wttlle BCtt.nrn~lf'dglng lta furtt:Uons · • By 

eord'tm1~ tl'm ntontflr.anea of the? eeturt ty t:r:notv's 

fur=Uot~~, the fJSP has et'ttiln s few s.t.Dps cltme to i.M· 

ll•P,.· ~lt!h rf!garda ·~ b!.ltt~l"ol tit1Curlty aft'aft.Jf!Qftnts 
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so being of vltnl ~te'JV;:e. tt furthet ~.:ont en to 
&nrmutlc(l tta petJltlen ln fevouxo of sef~gU!.1rdtng tiro 

eocnrtty ~a~v. durlng tM Doc~~ 1976 olecttcm 

C00P$l!Jt1., 

the J1atiSQ (thP. Cleon r'~rMt;?tJt P~y) lG the 

1'01lt1eaJ; ''11.ng of §Dl£&.,C~isd• a polltteel ornantaaUon 
of liSJlt.DD~fibMb» SP.~t of EhJrldht~. Th<>Ugb tho ~lto 

c~ into ~~no ss n po!.!Ur.a1 p~*f tn l? t~veribPr 19M, 

It$ pa~:ant ~)dy k~ as ~.~rllk!Sd (Valuo

Ct'Oatlng F.cltte:otlr.;n Soct~ty) tmfm-& the war antl oll flhll 
iQt;la af~r t~· W#t \-,itS &tei''totl in ~l' 1930,. fts 

fountters ·~l'f> Tsun~ttebu.n:. t1eklguehl Mtd .Josel torle• 

bo~ ~t~ etttut .«Jevo~~s of thtt Hblli.Dl1 iltp.ShU &oct. 

tlnttt tht> tin¥" !t ~~!ned f~~Jt'(Jl~Utt O~tJttftlptton ~ead 

OVCtl' 164,000 hou,obold& all OVPs:" thtt country. lt enwftd 

pollttes tn Antl 195!1 \•en l:t eofttos-d l.n tho loea1 

electlam.· t'\ceo!'rltng to ltn ~t\tdent. Tod~• ttiD obj~c:· 

tlvo of tts ~nt.r&m:P. to tho f$blltl~al front t"JaS to 

build "'" ltf.dgol coctt!'tyP by uehlevtng a ttfuston of .thO 

na~ion•n polltte~l FtnclplflS t:tlth Buddht.&\.le tooch.t.·~t\ 

ln tho 19M July oloctton to ~ fiOtmO of Councll1ora1 

the Soka <~kat 90\ ~o seats and ~· l ts epve~nee 

tn t.ha Ol@t. Si~~ th~n t t hes cont(:.ntpd ln all local 
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ol~tlQM .end ftouf4e of eou~t.llorG eloct~oml• In the 

lotte¥, Soko G&a'kltnl bt)a, o r.~cord of g~ttlng ell its 

eantll~latf;Js electad. ThfJ$ ~uttass nncournged the Soks 

Gatdu'lt to ls~h e fu·l1 fled<J(!d poltUenl party of ltt 

Ot'nl to play nn ecUvfi 1'0~ ta national .,ol!ttes. On 

Nove•~ 11. 1964• SQ!(;a G~kat la~h«< ltSc p&1lt.lea1 

wtno td tb ~· n~ (~lSI or thft r.1ean G~J]~nt Perty. 

~ polley plnUotm ~iopted by 'h K~f.to at th~ tl~Pe 

of tt& tncopttnn dGf!nod 'ttte pnl'ty an a mass peJ~ty tt.hleh 

~uld oa~h fOI\1~ \91th the obje>ettV@ of bulldtng, a 

foundation of global domo&recy based on ·the canr.~p\ of 

untty tn M'tlonal po1tt1cs and ft.'itlonal nltglon. hu

~niterlnn ~ctalttJtt k~pd to a "sPftet for humon na~, 

end Ouddhi~'t •~~"G«Y·• Ttw new pertyte ba$\e lnltle11y 

co~io~ ot tlbou.t s.:o>,OOtl ~~~rs of ...... JWJJ"Ont 

body. Xts fU'Bt Cheln:rten \11'~ Kojt tta:ajim!lt '~"'' \18$ 

th\'tn b&tird r.hal.lt'nln til 1:h.o Soke Gakkot." 

At tho t.i~ of i~ lnoogurntton tts :re~o~enta
~ton tn thf} nt~t ·r1t'3S llmt~d only to tl'\o House of f~ 

c.lllors d\el"f:\ it had thirteen ~P.~$". ln the· 1965 J'uly 

al<;tttons lto ~•rahlp ~nt upto 'D. tn tho 1967 

Go~·l!ol F.~ctton~. thr pRJtty put up tta own eaM!dotos 

folt the flrn~ t~ antl W(lft .25 ~ltlsts :ln h Hour.e Of 

Rtip:rmson\e~lv~s. tJlth ·th1>· 1969 ~l0c\ioft to 1'Ju! t:eus~ 
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of CO"unc11lori;1 Y4'umtto ~rf41!lffntatltm M$0 to 24. it 

thn lltfeetr~r 1069 r..enaral P.htetlon l't \'IJ)ft 47 aeete tn 

~b JkrusQ of Coune111ora and ~t!atlo tht? ~r threa 

p&rty in th~ lJlQt. Thls ""'de $uppm"t w tht- PPrty fno 

~· ele&toJ>ate W£1$ attrtbu'ttld to tile Sette «altkot•o trei'C.o

~&ed r!m~nhtp .and lnf !u.~neo f£0nt.J thn J.epamSt~ JK'ICJPlO. 

But, soon thr1 ~t:to h$d to ~mt l'ts t;dP.nttfteatl.on 

\1lth Sd.ta Ge~tud", bf'eeusa of the publl~ crltleleo of 

St~ka Gakkat•s con&ept of tmlty of f'Oll\1~ and ~oliglort. 

A't the O'l~;hth p~ty corMtn1tt.on held t.n June 1910. 'f!le 

f<Ob'tf.tc; tlceld¢t~d tc J'll!t$UO a ~f'Vl5EM J'Oltcy of ~aYo

'tJ.on Of ,o . .:u.tt~s amJ ~llgf.mt"' trt etnd 1~ !dontlft.ca-

tlun With Sttkn Gckfta.t. 'Thu ~· tho bo«Jlnnlng of the 

cm:ond phMC$ of Kcmet'to bit;t,ory 6S t) polf. tlcal p~ 

llPPf!allttiJ to a ld'o~d &pe«l-...o of thn ~1e, not only 

Sottn · G&td:eat cm•n.~ . 

~- mw t)Oltey doe~nt adoptlld by the t:t-'Y 

eupped a11 ~ •4th a luddhlsttc flavoUl' such. en 
0 fuston e.f nattftnal polttt:c:s and national J"e1loinn°., 

ttauddh11;t d~r·~yt, @"~•· The· Pa~ty el&o coopletely 

re~1ftt'W lt9 ~yulattom S.n order to nr!t~ tttlolf ovnl• 

lable os an~~ d~atl.e pa!'t.y for ell t~ pr;oplo ... 

It alo& doclnJJ'e(l ln t ts ftti'W pl6tfo'rln that. t.t ~uld 
0 promotl'l' ~ 'tmlferfl of ell tJPopl~ ln 1hl~ na"tlon on 
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G r!llddlo-of•tbo !'(),ad. bestn, ~· holding tho hl~ost 

to~c.t fr?~ hl.mlon tt!gntty, tt shall pursuo the- oett.or\-11 

t%2lfcro te~etbet itf.th tM pGGpl"•· t"4th tnal fct" roform: 

ami f(')r otnr:~ro prnctt~ of lts nrlfteip~an,., !he 

Kotmlto olso d:"elarad 'ttutt t't ~ld tc.-t~ to ~ 'bttst of 

lt& ebllttY '"" thn establlt~t of thumanitartsn 

t.i'Qef.slt~m• • fo~ ~ s-af~O\tm:dlf'\0 of ~ constttut.ton 

end p~tttetton ot baSte hutlaft• rlgttts. and for ~ ostnb

lt.~htlent or· pmrllan»ntarr d~~r~y •. 

11\o nh,lft tn t?mt!!' poltey end 01'ltn1t4tton eauced 

not+S set bact¢ tn tho oarly yttars of *~ 1t70s• In the 

1911. olCJC\!on to f.h~l Hcnme of l'tePfttsonteUves, r~otlEt:lto 

t1as ab1a to gGt only 29 nor.t& ehd the Pasrty1s ~ltlcm 

*oppod to ~r fc~ l'ank. Th1n t.et bsel~ t14i!\ att.ltl

b\Jt.ad to ~ ~sk nupPOrt it !"llc~tvcd f~otJ tho Sefto 

Gnkk~Jl_. But ~ pnt'ty ftCI.t~ltld t!oon end ln tJ'lQ 1976 

GenP.tal n~octioft$.\ to tho ftoUse of Jlepresontetlws, 

R~lto gO't ·~ sae~~ and b~c~ thn tMrd l~at p-ty. 

tc~l to•a atand on fe!'n lgn pollq ltu~uoe, patt• 

cularly US·..T•·an l"Etlt.rtto~, tJaS l.nttbl!y ~ft. ortantod,. 

tho poriy*s ot'!gtn..-)1 polley ll~ w,oo ~ •o01'1Y aWooo
Uon• of f.ho Jl1Jmn-\6 So~wrtty Tftoty tttleb wos the 

eo~~r .~tonn of US-Japm l'OltltlomJ Out ef'tPI' tho party's 



sot h~ft in 1:h0 ~mrbtt~ 19"12 Gem~al Hlac.tt~m, tho 

Pi#ty chanuad tts smllr.y fnvoul'lng 0l~dlato scrapptntf 
of ·ttw,. ~~urlt.y Tl"~~ty. Thl$ shift !.n pOll~y platform: 

~d tht~ party closf1.~t to thR Japan COt!ilUI\l&t Party.. 11\tl 

pl!lr\y i!w.n d~e~~d thet tt td.ght. organtt:e Jntnt. e'tr'Ug.. 

gl~ outs!.do ~ Pl$t "'tb ~ JCP to Uftl to ell the· m"ttt• 

LDP fo~s. 

At tts 11th CcfJ\#ont.t.on Mld in St.Jp·tenbCU!' 19131 

thO· t(()tl?i.to adopted "a plAn for a now t1l,ddJ.e-of•toad 

J>eformlnit coa1l tton •JGW~nt0, ee11lno for tho over 

thl!«m of the LPP nut~ and t~&'tahlba~nt of a nt1t1 

gover~nt. ~an.\l::od on anti-LOP, antt~.ceacUon.arv 1'0\~1', 

.ona antt-blg"'!'Capi.~ influancff~ .. 

Hot$~ •. tts c:to!lel' rol.ntton \'1lth 'h JCP was 

t;l'ltlri 1lwd entt t t a~tn movod a ltttlo to tho rinht. • 

. It "vlood tu st&nd on thO· Japan-US StJcu•tty 'fr(la~ 

froo ·•~dtetl,} ne~app1nff to •ab:rogotlnn bl:leed or 
autual undeJ:s.ttanding to bf· .t·Qat:bed through dtplooa-tf.e 

nogottst1o.ns11' • I-.e 1~gardn the plen far Qalnlng ~rt 

thG ptJl!'ty fevOUJ:'s ttw fo~tf.on of a bJ."Oad tnlddJ.e-of_.. 

thn~a1'4 J*OPttlar hont. 

though tlllJ p~ty rJalntaln l to lnd~rkh!!rlCO oo o 

politl>tel p.-ty, Ko..~ito tn stt.l1't~onntdnr,;Qb1y !nf7.uc.mead 



by Sok$:G~kkat tn tts poltey maklng as. well es tn t.ts 
or:gant~atlona1 sot up. 

The Japan C"Atttnunt.st. Party ls ono of the t>rcmln&nt 

Marxtst pattt'Hl outstde the Commmtst wo~:ld. 1be party 

fomelly; catte into boing tn Jap&~sn poll ties on July J.S, 

19'221, at tJ~ instante of th~ Third tntnrnational ... ·ttm 

Comlntf:t.l'l'l • in Vaescow. But lt t.ould not play anv active 

rol~ in Jq:»nese polities till ~ Amnrlcfll occupetlon 

of tho countJ:y. Tht1 C.orj'muntsts- had to mrk under~ 

a$ ~ Govr.Jr~nt bant$d the p~ty and orrflsted tts ·p.I"'-· 

mtnent l~adur&•- Only e.ftnr the t:ar. vJhttn- the- oeeupaUon 

authorttl,es r&lt~esed ell polit!c~~l f'lriSr.tMrs tnc1udtng 

t11a commmlsts and. allQ\,~*ed pollt.tea]j pant,es to functlftn• 

thtJ cc-..nf.at party became active on Jepane$0 po1lttct1 

scone. 1'he p~sent Japan c.ommuntst Party appe~ an t.hO 

scone tn OCtG'bGr 1945., led by Kyutehi Tckuda. 1tn tu 

el.ll'ly post-war days, ·the P~ty considored ~~ Allled 

oceupatt.on e& nllbttrirto~&~. :rn. FebrUary 1946s tho :tXP 

adcp~d a rasolutt,on setttng fOX't'h a tbPoty of 0~scefu1 

revolution under the occupo-tton1l' 'l:o accomplish 0 a "bottr-

g~~ •mncrsttc x-evolutton ln J"'an th:"ough peaeeful 

and de.nocratie meanstt.,. 



~,... ln Jn~ 19!n, uhan the t',omlnf~ 

crl U~t1iod ·t.M JCPfs at~ltudt~ tot-I-eJ!'ds tNI· et;cupnU.on 

&\l~ltl$&, thP party suff~l'fld e split. 9 1'ho eel,.,. 

stt:e~ filetton l~d by Kyutehl. Toktrtla ttsrnPf! tlOf!Q ~~ 

dte~l. ~ p£1ty1 ti violent taeuca lCltl lt ttf a eattt
str01)htr: det~@'at in th$ fttl1owln9 ~~~ctl«m$• and hod tQ . 

. ubandon tt .. ~ ~6dtea1 tK)S'tltFO, f\t thfe fifth national 

Cm\Vf!ntlon ithe ~~tv e'hampd lte ~lley· am t~lth the 

:GCJtmnth t:oftt~!'t11flt~ held tn July 19!'j(!, tJw JCP etblewtd 

unity 1Jl !.ts rankf'4• *ft31 Mf.yamoto1 OM of t,_ to~• 
t'Mlt~Jr$ of ·ttw ·po~t~1ar C"~st pm:oty took ew~: the 

le~td.p of~ ttnr\r• At h ~i\lhth pnrty eo~a& 

ln 1961• thR party dlt«"m;b'Jrl$et\ ~ l"f.I'Volutton sou!Jht 

·ln J•an as lm!q "'a-~~ ptobpltl's d~~J,-&U,~: ~tu

tlon B~inat 1!Mo ~~~t;d.~s, l•(l!• A~rkrln ltlpt>rtalt~m l.#ld 

tht> ntJ.tt of Jt'fltmf!&O ~llstte ~BJ'itali_, •· ~ 

poltt.y t!-&t:~n.t adop~rl by t~ f;Urtrpen also stz.,ssed 

tl\f! Sm~tant.o of tho D!ot in tl'te t:ste'bll$~nt of a l't't-- bnsed on a nattnnel• denoeratte unt~d fton-t. 

Konj!. t.tly.~1Uto1 mo coM;ollda~ hltt grip over ~.; 

p•ty by ~•po<lll~ dlasldents1 l~d ·th~ p~ tb ftJ~ 

ol~c-al vtetbry an:J also to a la•r bpftSent.rit!on 



In tho· Diet. He own madt onl"l u~Htand!ng tdth the 

Soka']Jaltttat.. ~ pn~nt body of· ttw f~:rll!lto. At tbfl. 

llt'h CO~Gs, ttfp perty elarlflfl-d that XP \':ou:W not 

seek 4 OM:Pm~ty dlt~-hh1P• bu't '-~Uld aceopt o mu1U• 

ptJ<ty ,coaltt:!on ln t~ future. 

At ~ 12th COf;l~\'U)$• the XP rm~tnmt 'the pm:\y 

platform by dropJ'ln'J t.tta Jlfl)ar•u~e ~d ~ (dt.etatce• 

!lh,p), f~rnm t.,tm. pbr'~ "'~Al of.~ pxol~wt.otG In 

fa~ at ib&t.L•D (exurtt&e of~) es s moft q,~ 

rlatti mrld for~ -~crpt of ~a- a &lac> 

ctumued ibr; f'l'hra!e "the f~ot:ln!l~Jt ~an• .. erh,padefl by 

tho rlf:Ntat Union tJinto & stmp~ 'Soctall~t C,mpt 

sftd •tool' 'td. th 'taachtno• -~ ·'tho Cttnz~Untst ~ ff'Jt' 

Jo~Q. P~¢1l~t.. 'i'hQ~ tb~a ln ;&;P•'a J~gon 

~J"o t.J$Mral1y ~•tjtP.d 6G an at'?,m~,t by the party 

ttl •tn self-n.1ltmt4l err.l lndtJpendm1Ce Gftd. to a\teeh 

m~ lmpo~tonr~ to perlt~ntnrv lnstttutlcn& cuett os. 

thf? lllo\~ ~ P""' eo~ alt;;o adopted a aaft prog. 

~~·for the fortftO:tion of D •moeYatte f'Onlttion 

Q~fl!lf!nt as 'ttte ~dlettlt ·~~~ t:rol!tleal obj~ctlve 

of ell ~l"attc ~~'• Accord!ng to tl1o prOgtrertmG 

the pn;t~s&!VD tmitl)d f~ont GW&Jt~nt ~.:ould .ttu,mslate 

tnto actlon n co~ f'!1'091N!!'I~ bosett on tho policy 

ob3C';c1.twa of tht'! party. They· aret 
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1'm 12th P4tty Co•pess ·,)through tts proposed 

C".,oallt.J.on goYI:Q:t'D'nt. pollel<'s eGlled fo,- 01'Gd~tng• 

J'&tbfl)l' 1bnn °dls.bontiiw~ t,h(1 Jepen>oo 9a1f-defeMe 

· fCJJlC$0• am J:fl's~lct.!ftlJ 1:;ht; 'publ.ie ownm·ntalp• of lW..kfS• 

try to emJ"gY ~l.ntod :Sect.ors only.; 'l1lo p:!rt.y's new 

off1t:le1 :po.ll~y, fn!r 'tiw fltst ua, publtely oe't fl\ll'th 

to ~SJWCt and defend thn axl.sUntt Constitution. 

M a •v~ tot~~ the l'*'ell:tatlt'!n of t.htum poJ,I.cy 

ob3~c't1WSt ~ Japttn ~n!tt Pariy eltJ11ed a -n yr;ss accord 

.d:A?.~f6? on Gn °n~~nt of vtctWS0 foJ< co""".ntS.trtmnce and 

~c:om;Ulatlon with tM St>k~:::G,ohkni. By thf.tt> time, 

the! f~lto, Soka:G~kal':s poll't.teat outftt wa~ goln!ng 

wloo poll ttr.sl suppot-t, from ~e J"apenos~ rmtddle cla&a 

eft.i \"'JP. lonn!nu tow~ thtt left,. f~t"'f'Vel'• the a~t~nt 

was not wale~ by thf! r~lt.ot on 1.hn o'a'IC~I" hand._ t.t 

l~d only to an ag~avat:ton of l'ftletlon. ~'ttJOOh ~ JCP 

am ~ ~~-. .• 



~ JC.P•a $Oft 11M was glvtm ftBtml% mmr;nturo 

at tM 13\.11 Co~s& In ~tul'y 19?6. 1M Co~sa sdq;~ 

tho •t,enlf~sto of hecdum 8ft<i ~"ey•,. end a't tho 

s~ 't.tm ~qmo~d the ··e~:as$ton l'di~SA i!lafaa 
Ceati'tK180 of powo~ by ·the prolqt.dt&t) f•mo It& tmt#GI'D'J• 

and rq,~~d 1t!sr.l!i~f.lm.tnl$tll1 tn the f)I'Ogtt~ and , 

pGl'ty ~3\Jl,t)tlon~ 11ltb '$elentlfic soctsll$m•. 

In ttm ~loct4~1;l1 fl'~nt. h0\11~V~t', ~ P·~ eould 

not k~4)p tts lnt:!'t!Hl}}i.ft9 &Uengttt. t:ihtl~ ltc atren;t.b 

tn 'the HntJSO of f\epJ'(-lsen~tiVfl& lnr.re~d Iron 9 to 14 

ln the· ~~.2r 1969 el~t:,ifl!rt. and frota 14 to 33 ln t1tfl 

~t>tn~J:· 1912 tilftC\ltWl' io h lbt:tal' Houtte• 'ttl~ ..X:P 

S\lffRied onp. of tts w=a't defe~tu ln t.ba Dnf'AtS~'r 1916 

oblt!Uons to ihe ltnU$8 of r~p~.$$nt;;."lt!Vffs• Thft Po~y 

lost half ,of lu ~etn twld r;~vlowly, aut. tt e()ntlftUttd 

ib politY llfK.l ba$od on seli'ftlf.anc:~ ef'lff 'lmlepfindnnee. 

ElXi,efts:tion of petrty lnf1ll1l·nce pliitllft\J ~Mportmm~ tm aloe• 

tl\')n o\ vartoutli ~wls. 

tho t~w ~lbP-a-e.l c:~-., a t>rfH;~!t·~ 920UP of \1wJ 

t.t~~e1 Onmoc~atie Pal'ly, t& o._ of h le~at &ddltlom 

to JaplM1t,1SQ Jlel''tv pOll ttc:!l. lt We! for.r;md ln J\tm 1976 

by t;l.f.Jt young LOP Dle~n. lnd by v•t~~om. t-~e -~ 
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Pittesl of th~ UlP ConsUtuttcyn, u~~hu~s te-a'1)0J:-ty 

fflUd and polltUHll l$Oftuptlo.n v4thin ~ rullnu pnrty. 

ft. r.,~fuu~nt!fnJ t~ flrs't spilt ln tM WP $ftt1r lt& 

fo~ttan ln 1J3t}, ~ NIC'• o!!tgtn, h~>~fore1 dr~ 

t12nd J~ams.~ pel-ltlen J).ftd. eatJS@d eo•ern ln the eon

s~rvatlM CtJl1P• Since ttt~:,·~ l'ttltng p~ • ~ toP • \14S 

p~guect \'1l,t.'l f«cti<'~rml rtveh:y and co~tptloA tn the 

bl~~t l'(}ntt~ ..• the emo~flt(.} of ll nt.W eo~natl.vo pc:rty 

p~twlckd a twtat to Japanose pOllUc:s. The MW p~•n 

lcedershlp t1a& younu and rmltmrt!y fi'Otl UJ'han -009'• 

lt 'Vf.t-"'i io dlsttftUuish tt~1f from otrn:>r op'PQSltion 
I 

pnrtle& liY cn111ng itself •t~ntl"tut eometvat-tvn•. but 

lt sau{Jh.t ttl· aU.aet tM unellgnt'~d, ytiUftg urbM* w~J?n. 

~ p&1-t.'f .tvoctt-d a~ po1lt1~a1 ~tylf'f t.n ~lch youth• 

ful vltallty• tl~an. polt.tles, end pnbllt pnJ:tlctpat.ion 

t.n pnrty nffntrn t~rc ~ht::tsl,;ed. At .,,. ou~nt luelft. 

l't. t-Ja!'i hopod that ~ tJU: can ettr$t £t tJlae:abl*" socttcn 

of .. J&pamst~ vote"s frm thC' con.tervntt~ ~nop t..JbO 

dislike 'the UJP., bUt fGvour ttm comwnatlvt' polt~tQs. 

In thg Dt.tCO~l' 1916 9QMl'a1 tllf:!etlon to tba House 

of ~sc:ln"tnt.lvos, "th«l r::ew Li~ret Club1 ttefvtnu all 

p~tMlieUom• coptu~red 17 Mots. Thl.s spnt'tt:Jt;u1ar pH'• 

fomanc:tt t'l4S gen2J!'t1lly attributed to thft uu:•e ntn"J end 

cltJ«.m ima;tJ. ln ~ subse«1uent Hnll$0 af Counetllora 



47 

cloctton tft July 1971, h(JWC}ver• 'th.e party's porfr;:rmaw~• 

we& pour· CONlpared to the lS$t election, Qnly Olle of 

the psny•s four natlon&l comtt.tu~ncy cand!dates and 

-"10 ot· t.l19 ni.~ ~o~f\1 eonsttt~nty (Hlndlda't(UJ \\'Ore eble 

to wtn "'"' ~ 1ectlon~, ~ rrsults of the la~ 

elec'ttons also lnd!catnd that \he Nl.C's lnflu~nee &a 

limtted and it c&n not mak~ any· blg d4ltnt. in Jcptmeso 

PQ:li ~tcs•" ,. 



1JI. . .it~.fiWlf\1£1A\1;X.t. .. J.m~~Ti\li&.·-. ·~ 

&.ta.f'..U 
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'111! IOO~gt}Z' Of the Ct1RSIIIV&tf.ve f l}tttlom lnto I! 

etnoltl pety und~~ tt now banncl' • 1'.hG s .. ~tf'el Democ•· 

!:'.t.Jtt~ Party • mtt only opeMd a nt~W ~heptel' ln the 

history ot· f!'~er'Vtrtl~ pel.ltt.~s, but alr;o in tb• 

omals of Jepen,•;a po$t~J" rro1ttlt:al hiato.ry • 1'tmugb 

th~sn pnJ'tto·s eftd f ecttom httd ~rfJC1d often to launch 

~ partt"s b<lfOn.t am .at~r tho Pac.tff.C t1er. they 

tm\ff.l' sucr,netlcd t.fo,-~ in fomlng e st.ftfJ!o and un1ted 

~onsewaUw party nueh es fllp f11!~rnl tl"moel'atlc 

:PJll'\\'" It ls tJ11Kt that ·varlt·Us fect:.tt2s to~llt?d the 

co:nee~vntlves to ttmrge. 1'ho nunt.ctn of ~ sbr.:taltste 

and thttir emer.gonr:.q as a stl-ott~J: pulttlcal. pd'ty in 

49f1$ ·~ om of tlt~t'h ~S!il.~ ft:oa po1ltlcn11y ln

fluttf\Clol bustnetu» -oups t"~BS enothPI' factow. 1ho 

~'h~tl tJ01ltiee1 eondl.t.tttns wwrn:ttaded ~ co~=vn• 

tiVO UlOUJm to ~On'~·~ to~tl\~1' ft:if" tholt' f'1m poltttesl 

sUJ!Vtval,. St.JWS:vmt they rmt only~~ but eltJo h.ald 

pn1tt!.ea1 ~~· tttthaut bfttctt. 

1'he ti~:t"at t)r;)~atle P•tv htitl also matntetmd 

lta nnl'\y tr&at;onahly t~ll, tteep1t..D thtt fact that lt 

~~ins e Ctmrb!natlon. of ~:riul \#tU,tps end fac"tt.ons. 

On tba c:th~:r haNi• the OJ>f'O$ltten pnrttns h.nw b~en 

1\ln by s~;J<t.-;us tntA'tl'k11 dl$Sffnslons am t:t'llt$. 
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though tho tl-J:sl Oomoaattc P•tv to m>t 

c)ntt.l'OlY fren fro~ d!.ssnnstons :end tn~mal btehet• 

lrl\JS• lt.s OWI'a11 !mega t.s thnt of 4r atl'~l end 

vnltmJ t:ot150W~'ttw pat"ty. TM· spl,t~ in 1976 Wh~tt 

GO~ young 1cgttllators b~akt! fld.SV and fo~ itlo 

t~w l.o;t~l'ol Club In J\me 19761 did r,.~ dmaGge 'to 
I 

tl'~ p•ty by w,ay cf (l!lf!ctoral s'$t bACk. 1'tu1· neazo• 
def~at of ·~ Pnl''tv tn l.976 snd 1919 gev~ tht} lm,_. 

ft$;&1on tllnt ttse p~tt'\y'n vote-..eetthtntJ ~.,. \'9&& 

dlmtntt;hlng:, ent.t the· party \'1~ on tt~ dfJ!eJ.tM.- 9ut 

~ 11!l'ti1S t. pnlt tteal WEtrtts ~haw th~'!t \ht"lt. l.m.pretnd.on 

was a rd.S!f'adlng oM and tn fl-l.ct. the· Ltturrnl Oemot ... a

ttc Party t& &t!11 in fuU, t;ttmr!iarut oW~r ..,TDJtomoe 

p.tJllttcs awl • &1m'$1e cppotsltlon pal'ty eM u~at 

•o ~onttervatives fi"'m p~l:' ln thP nenJf fu1u·l'~. 

thft tf.b...,~td. ~l!'etic Pas-tv, £Ot-"md by tho· 

lillt~r f!/1 ~ J~Ji)o.rt ne~r~u~ Per\y tmtl ~ Ltb~:rel 

P~ty hna ~ ~ oajortty ~t'!:rty tn the Ol~t1 e.tmo 

1900. the mid l.950s t$t"f! e pnrlod cf. fil'eo.nol!l!e and 

po1:lt1Ca1 V1o1. f.f'..Otaomt~· ally:, t.he· ft$t!Oft ne<.Jdod G 

f'irm pollr.y 1-l.iieh ~ulct hl'!*J ~epld dew.l~nt, 
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tho ,~lod of zretowry ttlln dJ!':ewintJ ~ an tiftd and tho 

ec:oMttrf nPedmi or. mo~o baJ'd ptt$b to talco t t e1ong 

tl~ path of {Jhwth and dt.vonlft~auon.. PollUcolly 

thf~· eountry ~oderl nteb!l!ty t~lleh. a~~d thr~&tened 

~cause of ~ tlba&ncQ of o strong,. unl,_d, fof:Cftful 

pollt.lef11 pt:ll'ty, tibet t:aa •:r>fl ID~rtcn.t Wd thot 

'"4th ~ s()t;f.all$t'S moVing to. fo!'Q a united \)arty tt 
looked tb!!l'ttba tBI!:llt:sen ml(Jht s\1tng toward& 'tho 1~ft 

lf fb~Y •ret m\ offlfJ:Otl an al~rnntl~. f,·ft€1 tho'\ 

altAtr~U.vil hiid to be C<*RSG?W;Jtivo. lt tKJa agstmst 

'tht$ b.ectu;p:ound th~t. tttg e.onftervatt.vc fOTC$ti dotldttd 

to fOl't.lt the Liberal ttemccraUc P~y. 

a. of the ~tnnt ~f.i~Dm ~tttch r-~llofl tho 

eomorvaUve g!'O*JJJS to~ to~th@r ln l.95!.i tta& ~ 

noctd to SOGk broacm~ SUpJlOj.4\ amtWIQ thO ~~tes. Rt~t 

f.-om the ·ttm of bvlval of r>OliUt.&l pal't!.on1 the 

eo~atlvo metn!-ea!l 'WLt& QS$6Clatl!d ln~ly mill 

·ex~aucrat& and bU~iM&s groupti. 'nl~re .. ~. a eel"• 

taln elltlm abm.ft tho eon&orvattw par.Ue1l end. t.l\1.$ 

was. tht'tugbt. tAt • a major ~aknous ln their &trugglo 

to J:CJtatn polttlenl ~r. tf tb•y -~ to th~t 

thP. ~fforts of· ~ eppOst.tton to unsea-t thfn:l· fftm 

\'M':I$J:, ~ naeded s oass ba!!e and a ~s baso deman

ded D S~ft~Jt unt.~d end foreeful party. 
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1hln eomcnilttvo eoolltlort halpcd tltrt new 
P~ty to ctl$t off tta oll.tta\ akin and •ett oupport 

~nu the masrtes. A mass bas~ was ft!Pt.naeo,y tf the 

P•ty •re· 1:8 e~ out vlctoJ"lOU$ ln t.l1e ovuoole 

to ~t.ttstn ~'~'I lt hrm to ~t ftd of tba lmuoo 

that 1 t was a P.el"ty of ~dom:lnanUy cut-bteoaue~tttt· 

and: btmt~as 9J'DUPS• 

the fb-t\ ~~ on the agenda ol ~· new P~y 

wns to et.rengthen Its orgsnlzetlona1 s~t.uJto.-

TM national ewgnnltteUun c~S.ttce of ~ plmty 

sot. up p.-ty bl' onchce in 00 per eflnt of all .Q'Ufltc:l• 

pa:lttl~n In tJm fl~st '/f't~ ttso.lf,, socma1y, .s 
mtztmn'ht.p ttrlw "~as ~oun, esptlttnUy to atvmo;t 
to tha paJty young ~n snd ~n. A trolnlft\J c~n~ 

kft).t:n a$ Glue ilt11~& QdSJd~:vm (co~a1 AcodnoV) t<?aG 

sot up ln ordor to lo1patz't vof.ntng ln loadersblp 

qual S. tf..on.. 11te piil\t.y f.»"*~' t'Jent tdoonad ao e& 

to maka i'h~m <tl'tUbettvo to bro.adPJ: eeetlt'Jt't of the! 

paopla,. 

Those td'forts patd J:>i~h dtvldent!l lt\ tbn foi'Q 

of n haMDOnlO ~polltleol. mandate tn the 1951 t-'!locUom. 

h Psrty qo\ 51.0 pel' een~ nt ~ pnpUl~ 'VOte& om 
281 noets tn tho tot~ Neuse\ of ~..hn Olet. ft t::an ·ttm 

f11:Gt elnct.lon tbP conocJ:VAttvon. fought as o ~lnttla 
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p•ty and ot c ttmo m@ft tbo nccloltat tldo t188 l'let.no 

higlt. The hlgtt pnnen~ of votoa and the een.£01"\B• 

blo tml3oS"lt.y t.n the J.o•l' Ho~n, provt.dad tho plll'ty 

tt«tlf-r:cm.fidenco and e Ctl't'lng polttltel bnoc. 

, h pat-ty mw tuJ.:md to t:t:II'!RY out ! ta progtat':t.'lOS 

In a vtprcus cOfl'l.t,rr. .1ft 1959• lt announced •noven 
goal()'• all, st.mttd llt wtdentng th~ pony bo&Q. 1botlo 

\lO&ls ~~ (1) the suength~ntng tlnd on\abl.lnhtng 

of Pllf'~Y bl'mch<>.n ~11 over tim eounttty ~leul~ly 
ln all tnmic~tpallt.la& end' hot11stu (~}~), ottmulot

lm.J ~•~hlp by offorln'(J ~t,~rtel~nt and •mous 
oth~r acUvl'tton; (2) lne~ant.n'-3 end improving 

loeo1 l()ednnbSp• S(),ndt~. lm~al ot."ganlzf.!l'O to the 

Control AcodDr:lY f4lli' vat.nlntu (3) nt.f'engthenl.nu 

·youth and t~n organl2&t!Oft.SI (4) spoclnl oapbt;

olo upon SCJobershlp dti~ ~ng f~rr•1 ftsho~n 

and t-hose tml&lno tn $~111. and: medtuo 0ntoq,rlsost 

(5) t1C'4'C nffcettvn •. eo:aposltb cmvelon polt.etes 

fm1 bOth 1otn1 nnd l\!"lti&nnl ~1ncttcns; oeoUng:a to 

a"t)latn pnrty po!ieiP& s~ Pte~~~ ( 6) sue-.. 

tbnntno party oorale snd can!o11datlnt p.alr'ty o~ 

nf.JrstlnnJ ef'd (7) encow:ogt.no vt«ious politleol 

.&fd c:eonde fiJOwmnnts· • U'm p~oplen • mvomfu'lt to· 
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®fend ftflmdomt demucey, ltvo11Moda frn-e ond do• 

mcrott:c unttmS, etc. 2 

1'ho party ttu.Jo ett.emptnd a so~:h.e of progl!~n 

altnod at man& moblltznttttn t.hf.ch tJ~ant beyond any 

pr~vtoug effort by thn eomnwattvo&. J!t was Dblo 

to spromt 1 to .m~· oll owr tho (.:ountrv~ Accord

:lno to· pl!J'ty l~acml'&a by Jo~rv 1959, an ~ i'J$ 

21200 braneh~& bad been ~at urp ell mfnr h eounuy. 

11w ~•~t"shtp of the party hod gam up~ 1 ,50010!0 

p~op~., lMl\adtng 110,000 ymtng mnn and mmon, ~ 

Gt100 local o-roent%ol1>. 3 tn 1960 the ·pnrty t1e& ablo 

to vut 13:,000 lotal ot:ganln9JrS tn 1tt~ fi.Gld out of 

s'h nstbtn~d 20.000 nt»!d~ tc ensuft} nottonnl cow• 
' 4 

r~. 

~Jr~~r, ~~n~ tts polltleal ond sdmlnlatwnttve 

pomt m=e end ~ populer progrtl:mneg ·~:rrt intredueed 

a. 



ln cttlQtl m1d vt.llngga to attract yoUt1>) poop1o to tho 

party. Th~ugh tJ ':tgnlfietlnt ~!se· tn budgGtary provl. 

it(om ff#' trublle ~..tu'• noetnl uorvteoa and cultutal 

mlationa, the} faithful ~f.lrG ~rn r~t1a1"dad mel 

otbeJ:& ~n ettractod to 'the party. · 

1he l'9*SOB t-"et'tl .a donatiO of olxad f'ortum& fo~ 

·thtt t•~y. .tn thb t~et"lY yoora of ~ dKede tha paJ:ty 

fafod ttall. The Vartoun t!!ODSUrcs f.t. eclop~Hi ttt t4deft 

its b.ntlfJ And s~a-~n tts organlzatton~l s~ture 

wult~ t'Jnll., "nto pd'ty t;;pftatl ltD !'oot deep tnto the 

countryotdo amo~ f nl't'!et:s, p~t.ty shop-ftP.apO're, fi!lh.f)J>,. 

:f':l$?"* ~te. lt also l'tltOiWld t'upport from tho middle 

clas61 ctud~nts and youth. 

On tb~ edmtnt~trnttvo front, ths p~mty omrloeged 

a nutl'!!:n~r of pl·tm!l 1aylng $ ~o.s an d~st.le ocoms::ote. 

tssuos., Its oaln alo t-Jn!l to rtn~onstl~t the ~eonnt1V . 

t!~h ftV1ta11aat.1on of thf' tnttustr-t.al St:letor. Utt.

li91ng tho A~~~tcan f1nanelel bn1p and toehnologteol 

knm-~cw. the LOP 9ovr.t~nt ~ .. 'J p;:epotOd tl mnonlvo 

t.ndustrl.a1l%attcn plen, Top prtortty ,.,as glven to 

nat'IJfottur!ng lndustrtcm, PSf'PClolly In htgh teehrm

logy f!ttld.'i 11kn etw.t'ltea1n and ~natn~ol"lrtn whteh fwd 
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bt:en rolaUwly t.mdtwnl.opc4 ~fortl' th~ r~. Aa o 

~nult, t4 ""in a short portod, JBPtm aehtowd tl"e• 

filGndous ~\1\tl tn thP. tw.lutrtl'llll ooetar. In 1960 

.elnne thrt ~c~ schiflvod e t,Jrowth ,_.ato of A3.a 

·Pftl' ·cent. 

1blo t.ndlbl-a .tJCld.qytment on tb9 eeonomle flrt.mi 

fur~~ ineJ."eaned tho p-ty•s pn•ets tn ettlon 

end tndustz!al c~n~s. '"~Cf empl~t\t and bet~ 

stnndmtd of 11'\tlnu Gttnbl~d the p~ to lnwo~ l~a 

lnfl~nt!fif ~ng thf! ~d.f\9 ;&';lens. 

·tlft tlle f)Oll t!.::$1 fhnt, tUln ~sau%0 on: tho 

party 1oseened wtth t!$ split of tile Jepen Sotlnltst, 

P~ty. !hat split sna~d ~hope that Jttpan· ~JS.ll 

BfWO 'to ~ JMalthy ·~ flVStem. f'urttw~. ·Vto 

npllt maktu1GYd thn oppos:t tlontfJ prespet;t. to un$O$l 

ttte SJ)p in ~ .fil'ttttulttg cloett.on. As e ft$Ult.• ~o 

end ~ unr.amn1 thd peoplcr ~gsn tb thin.~ that only 

t1m r~ervattve party r.an gtw e stbng &Ad etcble 

~111imnt. 'l'flrt. ~ople1& eonceJ:n ·wt$ tuOD ohou\ 

poll..tleol stabll!t.y and ~:r.n~c lK:t~nt, ntt~ 

•ut :l.tleo.logt.~c. 
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tn tho S'ealm of foreign JMJ1lcy. ho~:r. the 

p~ty hnd to face stiff op'Pfl&itlon fnm the soc$e1tsw 

$nd tbtJ «;omtunlat&. Tim tnQt.n tussle we:& ovor the n• 
mwal of t~ ~t~ity ~o4ty \?lth ·the United Stoton,. 

h Llbural Der;ocr.ottc PU~J adap~ tho ll.m of 0 sn 

lndopemont ·fora19ft poltcy, wlthtn 1'.hQ ~~~l'k of 

o11Sanee wtth •Jtn nest., ~tkula~e'l\' ·ttte Ut":itod Statlls•. 

The ptmty•s obSe~'ttw t-:ns to stnrngthf!n JapanoGe 

ttstto~sltsm ti.lttf.le J,JI"e""tng ~ c:oraroi:tmf!nt to 6ft 

At'lnric.tsn-JopGM.'&tl elllsm:e.. On ~ om hand,, '" 

O~&$ltlW I U dn&b'e for ftpttmeful diplotltiCY0 mJ.c.h t1SS 

tn tmrmony with dofi'.rostt.c ftfP'tetiS onct also fnondly I'D• 

l~UCW$ wtth all nDt.lom including the· Sovlet Union 

.end Chtna.- Cft ~ oth~J" twftd, i'.M Party pt:OClolmed 

lt.sQlf ~lm't J¥rtJtrallsa and ln flm &UJ1POI'\ of tto 

•atQm ~J!setes. 1bey also essertoti that ln OrdOJ:i 

to l•ura national &etcutttty Gncl po.nco1 Jopan should 

snlftta1n tile Jtmlntmum d!Jfftnco pot:OI" reodod to dofond 

'tl1D tO\Jnt.l'lf thmvub tho security thaty lind na~ton&l 

def~mt~ ~~-' 

s. 
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one of 1he forq\~ ~11cy obj~ettvoo of t~ 

LlbP.Jtal ~r~tte Party W&l'l 'to h~Jlm t.hf1 security 

tl:f?aty wlt'h tho· t.f; ~ftOgntlated. Thn ortgtnnl 

t:toaty, st<;~i tn 1951• eontal~d r:!mrt)an tihleh hurt 

Jspa.,..e $entlltWt\ta end so needed l"f'1Vl~ton... thts: 

t-Jss ocht~vrid through mgottot lans \1!-tteh t-sro bngun 

t.n 19M. 11'Ht ftStd:t tfSS an tnet:easo Sn ~Japaw~ese 

tnd~i&Mf.' of ~etton U''ldOJ> 'the 't:~Mat,y \11tbout. n• 

ductng 't'hfi valUft of t.hit ~artcan dRf~ne~ eomml ~nw 

or c~ittlng Jap~t'A to encess.tve dP.fenea r~s.penstbl• 

1itt~s.6 A rnojorlty of the Japanesn pPQple favoured 

J!f~Vlslon of tho· tnat.y tn .s.~ -of ·n&tlonul d$fom;e 

~Onond.E; mm'ls. But thtlre t'1IJB: a satUon mleh flllt 

th&t the tl"e.4ty was s9eimrl Jol])an•s tn~~nt, ht:tvln~ 

tw.en Jm~•')tl •n ~ r.auntwy was e *"osted nntton, 

The &~fi1all$t and lof~ng tmr·t!@t ln partte.ul_. 

ou!Jseribnd ·to thln v!ow. ~Y no\ttr't~J.J.y obj~ew to 

tb~ ~ety ln any sbepr~ ow- tom. Clnd held that I'~Vl• 

slrm of •~ 'bm.,ty tnOUn~d • W4llnfflftlti\J mllltely 

e11tat'$e \"1Ith tho Uni~d staw.s. They t".tl!J~d ·tbtt 

bNlaty U. ha ectrr.epJ»d so 'that Jnl)en could mat.nteln 

fltlt!ftdly relatlun ,"Jlth ali cnutm.-ies, <P.Gpt.lelally tho 
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USSR and. China. "nmy fo~d a ~l~'s Council fol" 

prrtwnttng Rwlst.on of the Sceurtty ~flaty in ·March, 

1959• to c~rdinate ·ttw ~tt'lltt.~s against tho rcvl• 

ston of h ~oty. lnlttslly, ~ m:woment ~slnst 

~ Tr«ulty ~Vlotnn ~~s 1!mltPd !n seopn, h Socla-

1!1:;t muJ. C~st P~~t~a. idlm (Fnd~s>atton of 

Tred& t1n!om:t) end 6~DaQ!t\Af!D ~~ thn autn pn.-tiel• 

pents in it ~11th e~ support eootnu from ac~tctoft!l 

and thf'l ma&& otitdl4, The e(tns~I'Vntt~a flmly ha ld 

thetr: ground tift ~Vlslng ··~. 'tr$aty nnd ~y vJtJftt 

Dospl'te· Sc'tlff epposltlon f.rotl ttm Socta1S..e~ and 

Comunlsts lns!da ~Jn.ti outside the: Dt.et, the UJP was 
d::Jl(!! ttl USQ Ita l$~neth in Jtfll"l~nt to ~ntsU!"tl tho 

pa~sa~ of tM bt11 <:ttlll!ovn1ng ~.-,vlston. Tha r:tanncl" 

·tn tlllth . thls t,1rt1i dorm nntur411y qnva rtse to wick>• 

tl~ctl ctltl¥:l~t1 Of the Party. Ewn SO&.iP pmt\y ~Be 

~n Ut\h&f'PY t'.1l th this and as a l'Getd t Prtme tif.nlste:r 

Klnhfu' f~nu~:~ hnd to ~sign a.o 1eadeJ' of (';11~ eablnot. 

tn July 1960. ''iho ntet t-13$ di,nso1vod. 

~ Nove:ml'l~r 19«l ~1~~Zttons t~~ Mld :ln o blgbly 

ntmeb.af'~d ebsf)tt~t:a emnt.od by the J:'r:Yls:lon of. ts

Jcpan St-4;t~lty ~a-tv. 'Ht'wJOWr. ~ LOP ..,es a.blf' to 

f'\tt ·up a unltPd end s~ng flght.. ~ ~fl'aul~ nan o 

t"11M f,ell and tn~~lce~d ~J.r-> srly ~ pnrty'n ecmttC'WMJ 



pupular:l tv. fhn tJOI't\1 90'\ 5? .&6 smr ·tant of tho 

vo.tftt am ~6 out of 461 twets tn the l~:J' ftouse,. 

th" split tn 'thP. noelal:l-st vo~s .otso ~lpfid t.~ 

P~ to d~trott? !ts domlnanetl. 

tteysto lkedo dlo auee~~ Ktshl aa lOJl~Ol!" of 

J.DP ami n& Promlf)r~ ~Wfjht to gtWt a b~\~r !mag~ 
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of ~ pnt'ty thJmU9h a eomiltatory ep~neh, t(r .. "t:trcb 

~ ~t tton. Playing clown tson~nlel lsoum:s sueh 

aG t:eV!sion of thtl Conntttution and r.lOSCl!~ dofonce 

conp~:ratto:n ~tth '$'J1~ tJnt~d Stavs, Ito sdopwd s ~low 

polltlcsl p:~stuJf!•. On th~ ottwr hal't:dt • lotd 

-@&'ttfr o~ilS'!u on otantm!t:. p!"Oblce1n &nri r.onr,~twd 

tho '!nt"~ dcrubling plen'.. As a r~nult, 12m .:fapnmse 

er::o~ ~d ~ th~ s'M~ of tJltlr~·ld.gtu.sroffth ratcnl 

Md ltoda t~P ablt:· to galn comtdeoblG :J>011tt.ea1 

ottvan~ f~>o-m this. He also mndo gcmtlne ftfforts to 

J¥G$'tete ~ m~l \~ft:lnt) Of the f)t;ot., thE·· J'(}~U~UOA 

of ~ieh had b~on se:rtous ly ~ri.ed by thG CM'fntfl 

relnttng to r.mss.on of ~ TJ'eaty. Ho .e1Go modo 

efforts to galn Jop.rm fuil neogn!:tlon. a& an edVsn«:ed 

iftdus'@'tal ftntlon.. It\~$ tlt.tring h:l.s 1f+adeehlp thbt 

Japan golmd mrt1!ttrrrshlp of t..ht+ OJ:gnntaatt.on fr8 

t}t~onvolt: rooporat.i,on a~t ~1-~nt (1961), 
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In ft1oV~t';• . .1.963, Jept9n egaln ~nt to tho ootte 
ott! tho L-tlJt:!JtGl }ll)moeEf.ltlc P•ty wat J'QtlJJ't\Od to p~r 

wlth !i4.67 vo~s end ?83 soots ln ttm Lot402 Kouath 

Dtodo eontl~ as ·tnadar of th~ Pnny nnd Prb 

t1i..11IS'tg1f• Dl hool tb forettd htDJ to. ltf"Sf.Qft tn f~t'NPabcl' 

.1964 (IM the oontlfl of the Party ortl g3v~~nt 

~mlo.Phi.p fell on f.lsoku Soto. 

Th9 Ltl'P•o 5UtcQsG durtn? too 1960lj t-101"0 bi!!nlcolly 

derived f)mo the t»'lri'om.:u-.~fl of tho m~tonol nco~. 

Goth Jhada end Suto pursued f'Ollttos t-1tich prtQOwd o 

high !into of ~(;Mt'Gllc ~ end brought hi<.;ltoa:- living 

&tamlm:dn to tho p:>oplo.. The;~., \11.!9 o CJQncrol otcon• 

pbo~ of n~omo1e «:on~nt ond ~op1P folt m r.~lllntl 

~GtHm to sh.tft th~!z' &UflpOrt t~:~Gv f~:etl the LDP. 

!"on tn o 1~xnat o1tters ibo aehi4'VtlOOntn cf tho 

19GC>s t.reh such a& to bli"!ng · e~md1 t to tho LOP load~ 

!)hip. For tnstancP tn 19r~, ~ !m~g-&'b!ndtno pl"Ob1~o 

of ncl'malltltr~!on of ~lntlom t-dth ~f:t Rt'puhltc of 

f~o t1-0S :renol~d. And towDftis tho ~nd of the decode 

Jsp~n obtalnod s ftrn ~r!cnn prcntse thnt adbtnts~o

t!YC:'I jurl.sdS.etton OV"PI' the Ryu!tyu lslardn tJOUlr1 bf, 

~'t.UI."l'lSd tn t1oy 1012. l'n Juno 1~63. 1'JlP. at!ttli.ntsvrntt.ve 

rights ~r ~ Ogns~Jara !Slondn·~r~ •~cov~rPd. 
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TMsa aehl~V~Ats m~ l.t ~rJSY ~~ Seto ·to ooe1t ln 

1970 an f.ndof!rtl~ ex~nslftn of the US-Jltf)en sneurt.ty 

TIMoty.. J~ttJiths~,an;ttng ttl~ f:t"'Pdlt lllllr:h thG' WP 

e;lalmed fm: t.hrtsa er.h1rt~nts, ltg pnl!fr;J:-me~a et 

th~ polls bc~gilfi to sh0\1 slgM that lt t~sae sl1Pf'lrl0 

dOtm in popula-rity. 

In ~ JQnu~ 1961 tot~s- House nl~etlons, fmr 

ttm ftz-at ttt!lf.l ~ P.1t't:.J' s votes ffl' ll to 4R,B P'~' 

r..ent, though 1h~ m~r of &Qats f.:t. ttrJn t:~a~ ~~ than 

oo ~~.,ant of tl"'t tutal. ann of ~ .~sacms fGI' 

this SrJt b~ek tlBS ~ C]ftJ\!1iflfJ poll ttcAl r.onuptlon ln 

th9. fJt1~'ty 6ntl rJOVt"frf1tl.'t;lnt. In one~ of b major aesn

daln, ·~ 'bla~k ml~t &eondoJ,f top IDP funt'!t!oru1l'i&& 

'~~ tnvnlvod and tha~ h\tl't the pnriy1o tosu~ o ~at 

deal. l~W#!'t ~ ttro~lon of 1DP9s post.tton dld not. 

~~f!t thP opponttton. ln f11\Ct thtt Soeiellst Pcrty., 

too., $~~t~ncf?d a dJ:'op in th" pp,r c~nt,ag& of votas: 

recetv«11d by 1t from 29.0 (19!J3) to 27.9 (1967).. Tho 

Party mlth fJ&lflf.fd ms thtl ~~to. 

·~ declim trnml ~teh ste!'tftd S.n 1967 bJd to o 

fur.tllfYJ" fall tn th~ Pf.l~" «~an~,~ of vo~a ~eel\rod by 

WP tn tlttt 1969 Pl~etiOfl!h 1"h-e pal'ty ~~ 47.6 p«'Jr Cf.!ftt 

of thr· total vo1».Sl pol~d. Cln the othf!.r ht1rd• tho 

l~t.tu and JCP tm~~i t)l(:r.lJ: shm?t.ng. Tho Socla!l~rt 
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Pcty, too, euffQ...OO a sh&l'f' ~(1t bock • ,o\t.tno only 

... 
21.5 ~:r ctlnt of ~ vo~n. Jt$ el~tt1t:41 sut~t 

fo~ thn LDP contlnooc:J to dt>Jindl(i s1c.w1ly but stoodlly •. 

«JlVlftO ~l~e to tlln n~ulatlon that $~OI'IOJ' 01!' lnw 

~ rullntj f\OftSOWOt!VCS nnd ~ oppos1 tlon v.rould 

b~w shout thP s- st.!'en']th lr. tM ~Jr nou'c• 

11~ eco~e front mlth bad be~n ~ tw!do of UlP 

t.itt'nugMut ~ l96t'ls, $~d stgns. of esrcchl~ and 

cnused tho· Jn~rty ~~J."imts t;o~oJ-n. Trndo frtctton 

wt. th tlm us tn pArtf.(:ular et.um~d alAmlng pr~ 

ttnns lasdf.ng to tho davulunttcn ot' thO· Yan in 

llac9~J' 1911 by 16.9 ~r '~ant. Thn l'nptd tndOO•· 

trtallsation and utbanlzatton of JtlpGtmse ~tety 

du~ing 'the pfi~rtoo nf .high rats of gra;'tt' p-r.~od 

e mw S{ft. of auelal PJrobl$s,. ~l"lut'atlng <1M• 

rn~rrttJJ. comt tf.Ocnt tn'll unsrt\lsfoctot!Y llvlnu con

dS. ttons in denso-ly populo~d a~runs began to ffi'Oi!e 

tht:t suppo-rt for LDP in urb.rm a%¢' liS. 

Eeon~"m»lc ~QS~ from the Unit~ States ond 

ttut *Chine probl~ot \;~re tb(?; tt':D mowt t.mrtortont, ntt• 

•~1 tss\w.& ~.ih!ch l9d tn thn f:!X'O&ton of conoerva

"tlva lJ't.rength in ~ oorly 1970&. 1'ho 't'fl•on Shocks' 

~J!'e- s~CJn by thfll Jspm~sf!' tnt$S ~din as los& of 

-~t"ltan conftdf,Jim:o tn thP Japef"W'a.e. cttnnPWnttvo es• 
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tchlt.n~~ftt., ln a bld t., !'ttfurbtr~h its lmarJo ond 

Dl'S'~trt tJm ckt'tllntng t!'entl in popu1Gr St~tf tho 

:P~rtv !"J\~~ thP· 't• le>a~ruhlp by brtnglnq f,:okool 

tanat~a in plnt.e of ~ineku Sato. taking o~r the 

r~!.~ns of uowr~nt in JtJ1y 19??. T311tJI;a r-~solwd 

thn C'~lM fn!'oblflm by o rit~lt ·to t:~et.j1ng in Sept.P.~r 

and !!MJ~t. to gl,vo a .~., dltreetton ·f'A Pconnml~ 

po1tey ~t'Jh his 'plan to J'Pmodol h Japanostt 

-f,htpnlago1 • 1ho plan ~nvl.$eg~d df.$pr;rsa1 of tndU!;·• 

Q-y ttmnaghout 'thP eoun~ ond erP-atlon of at,.nll 

snlf~uffl.t'1l'nt pupttlflttun and lndut;<-...rtnl. ccntl'e!l. 

Vet, ~ P•tv wa-«3 'lo" abl~ 't(! an:nnt tlm drJelite 

f.~ tftnd of popular ~·~~t. tn tbf1 Onet:~%' 1912 

elttcttoM t ts ahmr~ of th..-'1 pOpular voi» r;as 46.85 P'~ 

c•}nt ttmuoh it m~Jna~ to ~e<ttd,n a sl&nrl## majol"'lty tn 

the ~l"· Rouse." 

1hn psltty onrl th~ gowrnf!'lt?nt foe~d soJ:lous dtf• 

ft~ultltts• S}oon af~~,. th~ P~ctlt\M. ~ lnflettonotY 

~~~l wnt.tnued unaba"n:f1. f.f1'.iun1;r·tnl prodooUon t-1~& 

stsgmnt and ~nports f'aeed ro~trlet1ve tlf'>!llH.m~s by 

eoun:t'rl~s s~rtoooly eff~e~d by Japan11 s aggr"satve 

tzad!ng polletns O?· 



Jn tbtJ mtds t of a gtro1:.rlng o~on.-,mtc e:tt.ots1 

T~nake .trted tn ApJ:>ll 1913 to· sttlpbtr.o t.h~.t ®ltl-r~ 

ber f'AlMtf.t.uency eys'OOm for the l~e of Ref*'osento•. 

ttvo& t;4 tb Sihtflc:t~tsor eanstltuonty systom. ttO 

h~ thl$ ehen;o ~-,ould ~nabl~ ~· plJl"ty to oet 

two-thl~ds osjf#t t,y 1ft the ~=' House necn&ef#V to 

ovnutde rnJm:tions of ucve~nt bills by tho Up:»r 

House. nut he f&ilod to ~t ttm blll paseed S{Jolns't 

a dtrtemtmd oppos1 tt<•th rurth~at ,, th~ J'Ulf.nu pa!'ty 

suffeftd losses tn urban local eleetlt'Jf\S ln July 

19131 nlthough lt w~ tP'lle to ,\dn thn crucial Tokyo 

f.WWopo1lton 1\nscu~!>ly P.lreUon~. 

ho;lh trouble t.1aB In JZ,tore fa~ tho Perty en ~e! 

"YQ~ 19?3 progrousnd. In Sep~oh~r 1973 tho ScppoJO 

D!attte't c:cur't (~a&ft) gave a rultnn that tho not-
(~:, '"r.;·;, 

tintJ Ui} of a fJUtff tll&&ll~ bast~ 10t Nat.Jonuma t-~o uncens• 

t:ltutton!tl and vtolatad thP provtston~ of ~tleltt 0 

. of tbn J'•one~(l r.omtS.tutlon. thnt Vtll'd!et put the 

p#ty and oov~r~t ln en ~tnbsasstng pos!tton. lt 

&tUrod a .,.\1 cont~rsy &VPt def~nt!~ pulley nnd the 

1!\.tllrtfJ Jtl~ty•o Vlttt1n on ~ s~. 

ln· 1.1n attempi to ~r&UFJfio ~~ US ~nd the r.est 

EUJ<Opean countrt(\s to l'&le:M thalr ~ r~etl"tctlons 
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ftJn:;ka. made ,o trip to 1'.hb Unt~d s~wm In J't.Jly-AU;ugt 

and OM''thP:' 'to '~QS'trt~n flU!'O~ in OctobP.r 1913• Ho 

a1no v1stted t1t~ So\flfe't Unl.oft ln the n~ smtth. Gut 

't!1G t«e~%&2'aell tl# of Of:~J' 1973 and the &uddfm tn
c:~ana in oil prl~os and oxpr.tr\ rllstrltrttorm agal.nnt 

f*O•t&raell ctumutms put tho Japonrtso ncennmy ~af.n 

tn s b$d sbar.w~. 1'hP. Tanaka adml'ft!swnt!!ln had to t4!te 

a ~t of t.tN~tn•fio to ~Jnil'lct nil cooo~tlon,. par• 

~lcul~ly by ift{f\lstrtPn• Durlng thiS fl*1l'$;Ud thtJ 

country•& balane• of p~lt'nUl< moved tna nltrpiun to 

doflct~. Md for ~ ftrat tlmo Sn the bt~tmrv of 

Jq,an"s ,a~\~~ cmontlf!tc meoWJtY1 the ·v~n ~gan to 

e~1?t~ntt1 s~tnJln'\f.va tJJ>Gss~ cumat tt. FurthPr. 

~ · blo arlac in oll -p:t"lce 1ft 1973 :tntrfu~s,od ~ r-nto 

of~ lnflatlcn to ao pel~ ~tent. the &h0~10Q of tl(RXt 

bsslc f'..(lmumPr prot~ut~ eausf!d ftttthvr pr~tnna-~ on 

the eeonomv. 

All those d~lt'>~nu pr.est~ 'tho Tondt.o Cablmt 

to haVC! a setccnd loot( at ~tr eeonomt.-; ond fo:rt?t.gn 

po1tqt prlt1rlttes.~ A Ccbl~t RShufflrf' foll~ ln 

~e~•r l~anin~ 'to thn appnln~nt of' TaltOA) Pukude? 

.an tttnio~r ef Flnenc:e. '\lm· prt.orl ty for high l!co~· 

m!r.: ~th t'il~.ts ~andomui. And J'aptm rmved rtmY fftm 
, 

lts \~stwn nl11f-1n tn ~s~~:t. of tt:s t.lltkU.A Eirtlt. pe!ky 

end took n pro-/UO"a~ pcntttnn. 
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1b_,&e dtsngos b.,~ tho deaucd of-a'oct; fu%tb1J:" 

confusion ln tho t~co~ t1as ehtlck·od. F.neouroged by 

thl!lt th~l ~;abt~t dt~l!td,,d to tP-ot. ~ Pf!:rty'o atrortgth 

oma ngain and no fnsh f,lOU!\ fo~r •~ llppt~r Rouso ~n 

ordG~I. The fllPeUnM, hnld ln July 19'74, dtd mt 

br·t"9 tb~ nn~tt1pat.ed results end 'the ruling panv 
t1as simply not abl" to t-Jiden the ~rtea1 iJBP td.tb 

tM. opposl t!o,,n· p-Wtt~&. 

But ·thn rnoG't nort.ws erlsle ttlleh t:Ocf.:ed tho 

pnwty ami govei"ra~nt e~ soon af~ ~ o 1Gctt.on. 

ln thtst hA!\ •~G~ to tm knOt"Jn 49 thn «~J.o~kh.fted b:J~i• 

~ry ear;~u'\llaln lt t1U& h'VC?nltrd tht:tt no lcso a po...son 

than tmJ ~cm.ttcr hitrn.tlf \~ati tnv0lvod, Th~ renult ttan 

a ft.:ltio,......lf.do shack a~ thft ,-ultng p..~" & M07la1 

st~~llng. t'annttfl 't'lilS c<:JttPnllfl!d to l"Ot:il.gn ln D&c~~• 

1914. 

Ta~t.t'n succeoso~:, Tafteo U!kt., hod to. tk)al 

\11th many dolteato ru;ob1~!h .· fi(l had to ~:ope ttl th an 

ccon\'tmy sttrl.ously affectQd by the ott.er..,.ffoetb of 

ol1 erlsls and an ~Jt.t!'tm~!y emap.llcn~ polltleo1 

sttuntton .ct ~., He pledtP.d h~lf to a el(\J'lft 

gt\VO~nt and flght aoelnst ini,.atlonl!l Hln toeo 

~~- olGD e?ltl'unt~-.{1 \·4th ttm ntuGion of rttxlnrnt:l'1ft('J 

,. 



67 

·thG ruling pM:ty1 n suuctu~ and of romnu:ttst.tng 

Jt'lpan•o conser¥t;;ttvo ')Oli tla. 

Tho mw le~l' ~as not ahlo to do nwcb. Vol' om 

thtnu M em.10 from a mlnorl ty t aettcm in tna· pgty end 

as ~h hls W't'f. t dld not ftath a11 aee t.tons of tlm 

ptlriy. Secondly, ~re \'ltGS oppOst.tSon ~ hts !coder• 

r;blp .-d.~ln th~ pozot.;. Hf.n {)l'Ol11t!m5 t·MO fU'Jrth~r: 

eamptn~miod hy th'"' rev~ lattons aado ln P•bl'un1'\' 1916 

durtnr; the US-&on~tA ttca-ttttJS on Loc'kt.n•d ~oyr:lentG. 

1'hs Sltb!l$(~uon\ sfte$t of T~Jtmke an a bJtlb~" co;haroo 

ond hln rolt1as~ on boll v~tually d!vtdt:Jd tba rult.n~ 

pl:lrty t~ prQ· and anti••Mlkl CQmp$,. ~ pal'~ M~mefl 

to haw toneh&d t ts l~st ebb. Ptomtmnt t!l\?mbon 

t.I):J!'O tltmp-.tc~:t cf IXlifkJ involv~d l.n thQ Lcchlwetl ease •. 

A9 if to l.odgtJ thflf.W pro~st Agn!nnt the dttf~ tn 

tho party Yotw1 t~om ond t'iflve oth~J' ~•~o onn"'tmeod 

S.n June 1976 they ~ro ~ltttfl9 tho party l)rtd fotmlnu 

a n~" UI'O"P eoll@d tho t~ t.Utt'fl•el Club. thla \-:89 

~ f:best. split ln the eono~at!va OJ:oup ln 21 ptl.'I"G. 

t.aean:::htlo. Japan t!.9rt:t to the f)Olln f'o~ tho uou~;c 

of R(ipro$Gn~ttvn& on Dae~.mbP.~ s, 1916. :tn cany t-myo. 

thl$ alee~t~n was o turn1no votnt tn Javonssn polltlen 
an~ partleularly far the eon!'lf'rYtrttwn,. 1'tto o!eeUon 
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~sult uas ccm11'e!'Y to Dll f*'O•Pelll prodictlooo .. 

~ Llb<>re1 'Der~"atlc P11rty auf fermi · c otunntng do• 

feat, lostnu tto strnplff oojortty in tM ~~ House 

fol! tho ftrst t~tnr:. 1ht7 nh~ of wtsn rotolvott by 

"ttm porty droppttd to 41.19 ~r ce:H.,t. A:J tn too t-tnst, 

tho ttOiturt of the c;onserva~tves did not bonefl t tbo 

~l'tlon par'tt~$. fl!:m~ of thQ oppost. tinn pertt.os, 

tmltkttno Japan SOC:la1tst F.-ty, \1ilO no~ S.n a poaf.tlon 

tn t..a!te ovor the ~nla.tratlon n1n~ln-hand()dlya mJ' 

.,;nuld t.l'm oppes1t1un cot» to~ti\Gr t..G offet on alwr• 

ft;ttlv" to t.he WP... Thft con~arv~Jtlvos, t-he r.:orc ohort. 

of swc.n n~nts for.' o ~1n1pltr tl1a$ortty ln tho 511 strong 

Housn of li"~sen-t .• ,tlv~u.J• tdolt\r!d clnvon nue.cessful 

lnd~ondenttJ tnto ttw psttty Qnd ~us mana~cl to 

&-eobln ln ~1'. 

r.~tkl tt.,d to stop d$-m.- nw. PBl:ty t-Jan in poow 

shape .and. for tt1{'1 flnt "t1tm st.nee 1.955 lt &Of)cad thct 

LOP ttettld lQt~o tu k>;t~lfit.tvo najo:rt.ty to tho ~st

t:lan. lt lost ~ontrol mtCI" SatKl important Dtot C~t

~s, · 01·d.ntr to lt.a ~llnlfl(J etr~n{Jth. tn the 1917 

Dl~:t Sti$$lo;, thfY' ~~cvr:l'nmont wos· 'iore~d to· accept 

opposition ~nenta to a ~r· of eabtnot bl.llo. 
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lneloolng thCJ flnnnclnl bill t.tlleh proposed o eut ln 
.. 1 

~Jl!O.S. 

t~th tho LoekhnGd secrtd~Jl :lfMlJa tlgatt.MtS . \;"Oft 

golna on. J~nn tmnt for f:1noth~r poll fur t.hn tfppol' 

Ho.us~ ln July 197?. The feoult furth...,r nur-rowod down 

the W and oppOuitf.an s'l:rc.?n;ih tn ~ t>ta t. An e 

ettrt!UH·Uf!nr.o,, lt. t1as ~~e~rally b~l!ov~tl 'that tf Ul!o 

tr.~nd eelntintmd, the' JDP t~Uld have to d•nd on OM 

of th11 appust-t.lon grou,s for, its &urvlval tn offten. 

Or, tf t.i-,e opp0st tlott p~rthH4 t$J'O ab 1" to forun a 

coalltS.tln \\talch lWCOC'Dl~la~d sl1 pc.lt.tleo! !inns, 

th~r~ !~ld c.ms~go a nonGOOSQl~ntl~ mlddlo-cf•tho 

rued gmtcrnr.oont. 

11\e ruling p4~tv 't"taS oot tlm., in rcaltstno tho 

erlnit lt fnncd. lt got 1nto 'a~Uif:i' of self-erlt!• 

el.rcJtn &nd betan w takf't a st&p or two f.n fte. ttfvtnn 
pnst mlstnfrea. th~t pnr.ty or.oant2atlon \'tan &'b"ong1.h.ened 

ami r-ul~s go;vcrnlnu ths "'b'ctlon of pDrty prsstdnnts 

~"J3re mi$fttk';d. A lanrlor&htp r.twntJG tms ~ffereted ln 

nee~Pr 1979, t-J\lt!h r~nu 1 +..ed tn l\asayosh1 Ohlrn 
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~ M\'!1 l~at~~r foUft~l hlr:l~~olf in Mt GMtlremly 

df.1flctd.t st:tuatlcn. Thtl faetlf1nal t\trlf~ \'1lthtn 

th'1 pDttty, s~~or--d u~ndirt!J Dill~ thCl =-nnh em! f !lo 

tnm~d youngGI" l•~l"&htp ttij eot'le to the , tQi>. 

Bolf.~vlng 1!\a~ a ff1tSh rmnttaw fnm ihtl pNJpl~ t1GV 

b& tha om~t ttl 'then~ problf!~ Ohlra clf.Nk•lvod tam 

Dlo't antl dt.itd,dod 'to· CJU to t.htt polls in Oetobn:r 1979. 
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SJrCS the ft$C...;-.iefttat ln thO 1916 Lot-.:a!' House 

:el,~ttons, thn rultng Ll~ral OrlWOCI'~ttc Pa~ty hQd boen 

umlO!' PJ:nBsu~ for orgenlstJtlonnl tefo:tm!l of tbe pm:-ty. 

t~~1 thn p~~S:GUI~ to tfa'noVat.e thf1 prtrty stroetuJ:e be• 

c~ srvere ln 1918 and tm $10t;J~ns of norf}an!8f)tl.eyna1 

•dPrnl?..attol\1!' and 41pany J:PfOftn&tt· \w:gan to bprend ln 
• 

th4i ram mtd f11~. ~· lfHj(tershf.,p was comppll&cl to 

adopt a rmw sys~tl of C?l~ctton to ih~ party ptasld"ncy. 

t~ new $YS~:n ~nvts•d to ~JlYO t'llorl! popular.o partl.c:l• 

patton i.n tho el({(:ttun to thfl! h:l~nt po$t in thn pnrty. 

It tfJ.nS tilscJ .c.lPsi{ln•d to f:ourrf»r ~ ~r! ttef .. Mn th.e~ tho 

hiytl(\st author! ty 1n ~ paJ:'t.y and qWf'l"f'n41nt t.>o!t boing 

.el,·r.~d by e llml~d ~oup. of Dl.et ~f'S and rr;prt~• 

setttatl:~s cf the PJMft!?ctur.sl A&fimtJbltG& and thtlt wtrtJ:>s: 

~re bt'ru~}h1. ·thr{'ttyh ~11$S"OUt-t UB~ ·Of fund& 1t:1fftl1ft9 to 

.coJ?~UpttDn Gt!'!Ong thtt high. .. &t l"tlft~.a tn tht!t perty.. Sy 

lntrcdutd,ruJ th~ N.~ ~..tier systn~, thtt: ruling. :p~rt.y 

roana~H ~d ttwt t1w ~v~tem of prf.n1ary ~ lc~ctton 

\.\\OUld 1:~l®n thtt tfl~ctor:~te. and f:lnal t>lc,ltti.(~ft by only 

DJ.~>.·t t"tJPtnb('!ol"ft vJOtJ1d :t'«"fl~ct the wtll of th~ ~opltl who 

had el-ee~d th,;;lr. :t'til'Jl""'Stent."lt.iv~e to tm> Olfl't~ .lt 

\"10$ also f.l~·e~d tltat ~ rww syz UW't t«ruld r.ctduce ttto 

tnf 1t.tt1nt:f1 of f aetitmS ln tho. tll1et:'t1on of the pl#ty 

~~ti.!.den't as lt. lr~uld be! difficult to ex~rclstJ ~,ontrol 

o~-r. 1.5 mf.llton JH$r.ty vo'bJra by var.!ous factions,. 
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fklncc ~ el~ctt,on t:.'t)Uld r~tH')ent ~ COI\sclouf) t!OO!}r• 

eisG of t.r~·tt.vt.dunl ctmlc~.. lt t-:ould elM ~.-t prS.vote 

dnnls in t.flQ· s~t 1f'lett.on of th~ pre~ !dential condtdete 

~9 thf) P-~~ty ln~d.,;rs. 

·Th., mn olnctl{)n 1'JY~tf:ttt ttJ&a thus used fftr tho fktlt 

t~ tn. tM· 1918 No~~~l' ~!netlon to tho party pJ:"Qolden• 

cy., r:tassl:lyoshl Otdra. the· then seentary r~nercl of tOO 

Liberal tk!':l'llotrettlc P~1rty was t!l!l!'{C~d to the fJJ!f!Dldf:lrtey 

of tho pa~>t.y0 (·thun to ~ pr~mtOJ"&blp) 1. ~foatlng the 

tnet~~nt prasldent and ~tlt:fl .. (:tr, Tllkf)o Pufludo.. Jn 

cttny wayt»,. Ohh'e's n~1se vtctorv CWfJ:r Fu.~udn t\«rtllld 

out. to bG s signif ~~an\ 9VOnt in tho hlu't~ of JoPamno 

politic' and p~~teu!a~ly in th$l hlstoty ut tht'lt rullm.J 

pl)f."ty, %t fl-'tl& for ~ first time thtJt rm tnc~nt 

pt#ty prtisltktnt lost tho s-aee. Ihtt)restlngl.y• ttta- new 

election t".&1l•~h was denlg,.,d to con'tdrt thCt f aetlcnal 

~lgh~~- tnstead trtooo~d off nPt'1 fncttuna). otzlfo. 

Ohka's 'l'ltJctton wQS quite· W'lf!1xpectod. Ol"dtftt.rtlly, 

a c:ham.Je- of 1eade~shlp t."'&G thG !f'IQV! tob1et r"ou1~ of a 

f)Olle.y f.mtlure-1 a pbllt.ical seand&l oJtt ewn tho. tl1• 

h('f;Q1t:h of th~ !ncurmnt. lPmler. For tnstmte~, t~ t-.:SS 

tM f..ock~od st;andal t"ihich fon:~n Ka~-t\tel Tann'ka. to stop 

down; 111 hPG1fh WDS tim e)ICUS&, for his fltte?C:OSeGJ' to· 
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qult pcty leede1!sld.p and th~ offtee of Prf.rne ~·tnls~. 

nut 1\tkwte•a dettor:tur'tf \"Jas out!lldo t.ht.s pt•t~l"n. lnd~oo, 

ho wan all set for a nownd tcim of· party p~a1d~ncy. 

As head nf th~ party end (JO~~nt oo I'WI!l seormt s 

nutnb~lr of atht~r+mentl tn tha t!tonomlr.:.- po11tle$'1 end 

dtplomat.te fl~ldt.. His sutc<Ui& tn ntta!rd.ng subttontl$1 

eeorr.de .~t;t\VFX'Y 1n~!ud1ng eon~alntrm tnflatto"' opQfttng 

of' the Um1 Tokyo tn~trn.~tlonal Airport rrt ~rta aftltl' 

tw~lve yoars of r.omrtrueUon and conttov"rsy, st.gnlng 

of e J~n-Chtna frtendsbS., ~aty• .....,. ell fawtJI'ed hltn 

for a $ettcnd ~rm. As !inch ~~'h~n f~udn deetdod to soek 

(I M\1 tllonda~ ft.'Ot.t ~ pBJ''t.y tht'OUgh ~ J:Wl~ed ~J.c.ttf.!lft 

maillodt ho wat; 1:onftdent about hf.& rneler.tlon. It WllS 

widt>nt fftJr.'l tho cplttf.on ~~11' r.ondut:ted by news ~la 

tbat ht1< had an ttrigp over Ohira •. 1 1'ht! puntil ts hold 

doubt$ only abuut ~ ner;ond placet tn t'tte· w::acet l~tJ'te.,.

it ~muld be Ohisra or thc1 party Exeeut.lw DOllt-d C:heS.ttlan 

Ya.suhlt!'O Nake&ono wss une~rtn1n; Toshlo r~to w~~ put 

tn th~ fourth plac:;e. 

HO\.~V~l', ~n tW-1 l't.nn.dt of the fust round of 

tm~ newly intJ'odue~d two•tte:r clt~ctton ~as l:lnnounr.nd, 



1\ SUpp:"S.sod not only the p011tlea1 obs&I'V<.uro aftd tho 

party a,anagt~r:s but ~von tho gcu~1:tJl publte. Contrary 

to all c~FC'ti)'ttons md pt'fldtettons,, Ohk·a \'70ft the 

ft.rut round t'Jl th a 'declfJ.1vtt r.~orgin of 11.0 pointe ove_. 

Fukuda. Ohtra rotelv~ 1118 potnt9 out of o t.otol 1!)25 

point&. Fukuda got 638 potntn• tldeit$0..., got 93 points 

and ~~~to 46 points. uithout ftghttng ~or the f1na1 

Nund ~ere tho portyte 3?8 t.U.et t:ere to gtvo thetz 

choice ~tt;oon t:l'w ftrat tt1o wtnnl'rs. Put!udll t'lt th~ 

ftot2 the eont«tst. He eoncoded Chtro•o f!rct round 

vtetoJY; OS final at a ~ eonf:eJ<tmto en tlo~ll'~r 27 • 

tolling that Jt t would not srun for the tote. I t'J'}Qelf 

was ~isod to c¢0 the r~sul 't of tha o1tct1on. A 

defeated genorol $hould rot talk of battles". 2 

Ohtra•s tmGgo t?as tb~t of tJ dove and hls chotec 

.as tM net.? leodcr was. nl!JturallV sean && a prt!ff1ronto 

for toopt'rotion and cone11lntton tn dooostic as t~ell 0$ 

tn'kf:-nat1one1 polltleo. f'!o \"laS k~ fo: Q)darattort 

end we& oltJ)cc~d to adopt a low prcfl.le• port.leulnrly 

ln hcndll.ng the opPOSition. 
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9ut the outeoma dld not mtnf.mlso or otd f actt.ona1 

ot~:1fo ai\1 tho pltlY of money pollttca. On tho contrtmy 

fac'tS.ona1 strugglos boct~mc oore tntente2 them before. 

Futuda hod l'4thdra\#l froo the fino! round tn tho ncoo 

of 'POI'ty un1 ty .end bomonv. but hls follorJt:rn eport:~d 

off a ftl3-Gh r-ound .of f aet.tonol btch(]rtng. the nason 

r:an tbot Oblru had been t'iUppor~d by ~riul ToMko 

fottton \"h'Jicn had grcot love for Fultudi). <~ut.to noturolly 

Fuk.uda'n folltM."~Jt.:=& al1ec;;od tbDt o lot of oonny bod 

cham;]0d hondo ln ordOT to topple Fukuda. It WIJ& cvon 

suggGsted that. as Socreto.ty.Gonorol Ohtre hod montpulotcd 

the mr1 eysum by enrolling atmbr.ts on a nmss ecalo. 

The •young Turk11• ln the Party ond the §l&r.sn.llHli mc~r:e 
roUted bcblnd Fukuda ln ratctng tte banner: of tevolt. 

Th~ 'noko-young Turk' tfakosonc mid bt.tJ foll0\"»1"~ s~11ft.ly 

movcrd to\1al'd& Ohlro and oV'engthoned bls e·aop. 

Because of too battle botween f setton~. Ohlro 

found it most difficult to fl.llup party end govol'ntlOnt 

post&., t~n be tt.p~d Zenko sutiUt~i for ~ attmbti&- t.f:D 

post tn tho par-ty* vltt. S"rotery Gonera,l,. there was 

veht'lroont oppost tton! f~ the antl10lnntroam facUon& .. 

Ohtra tJ<)$ oecU$bd of bl'tiatd.ng the psrt.v convention end 

an agre~nt to wb1ch he w~ o party that tbt' nut:lbor 

two post Yg'OUld be filled t4th C Candld;.l'to t'~O dld not 
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b'Olong to the P:rt!$l.d~nt•o footlon. Indeed Obtra•s 

own a~ln~?nt as SntJ"Olary.-General. tn 1916 t1DS the 

rc~sul t of that a~tfrrJr.nt.., Tlmre t.ms at.mt.l.el' oppost• 

tion to Ohb:e•tt ehuf.ce of Roktaufte Tanat~a .an Chl~f 

Ca.~t~t ~retary. 

Although Fukuda plt!dgad hts support to Ohtra1 

hls foilomrs :r.evol~d. ~ illrJmtsalt & gl"Ottp ef 

ul~annt!onall.st ntet ~annrs, tn psrttcular ~ot.ntdftfld 

a r~lentlen:& 5\t.od~ atJid.Mt Ohil'a. Soon the; f octton 

1(01d by f~r ~€mlf~r Takeo t4lkl alno jotned tho antt• 

Otd.s-a 91"0'4' "11 thln ttl& Pany. At om point tho oppo-

nm-1t$l of Ohtra WP.n th'J"9;rton&d to boycott tho S~r.iol 

OlGt. So~;ston eunVt'lnthl fttmtllly to t~l(tct tho p&J'ty 

ln·adal' and P.r.lt~., ~lnls~. Ttmy e~i~d out thob"' 

~at by a fl~llc OM-day hoyeott of tM &Pf:Ctel ees., 

elon ard blo-cked N'ltra'n t.t!!!Ooth suceesss,un to 'Uto 

prctrurnhtp. Thlti obvtoua1y wna an u~cQdoftW one. 

1'hft ln~rM1 d1ff~renc~e: ln ~ P*'riY "~"e \\'011 knotm 

but harl always t~n l<¢~pt b~ht..nd thn ~cene 1 th0y wo,-o 

now ~ lf'~ th~ open. 

Tho up·shot 'Wns tbet Obirs hod to dx'op his tr:'u$-ted 

.cldo, Suauktt end aecapt Kunlklcht Sal to for: tho potJ t 

of ~~t."4"y-Gem~al. He '\.<J&s abln ·to keep no!tusuke Tanaka 
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M the Chlt:lf Cabtrttlt Secretey. Hts 20 ~I' Cabtnnt 

also lm;.iuded ~~rs·from all £tsct1ons. the Cabtmt 

connls~d of four. ttN'!b~·-~rs f1nch froo hl(.\ t\tUft faction, 

t.1$ Tn:Ml<& fac-tion and tho f'ukudi~ faction. T\~ tnPmbPn 

~aeh ,~,.~ takent fl!(,m the Maka:~~ and 1\\lkl fACtions. 

1h'~ oth~J< feur mt•mbc·~ e~ntGd the iabo1 n-tndepen:tents"', 

bt.tt ~l~ et•t::ti:!d to ~t\9 tot~s ·tha r.;atn~rweem f6f>t 

tlon. 

om:~ b~ h11d taken fUm hold of tb9 relm of govnl'n• 

~nt em ftt~cl. hlti ~aa in tho P~ty, Oh1re wns ramty 

to ~et the c:;hltll~nr·c fi'Om hf.tt, opr.omn't&. He tlOV~d 

1wl.ftly1 m\wttbstundlng bi.tl !flow bUt st.Pmty apPftlncb, 

to put. his m-m fj~ on .both '\h~ party .and uo\f(tJ:~nt. 

Mo even. t:moo~d to erose nip i.n the bud ~at th~e&teMd 

to be a~ ~3~ sr:.ardttl involving hln ~r~nt tn tho 

,um:'ha" of alt:e1taft f~ra Gll"\tmmsn end Dttugles. He r:ot 

hls cJ::ltic~ end ~ oppa~tt.lon by adopting a polky of 

eooyml'atton. this approach :c~nebl(';d him to tq,rove the 

!Bu!ge of t.hn pcrt,y and his gwel"tYYOnt. tn Pprtl 191'9t 

the party ,.~Ct!tvnd o bit booat by wtnnl~ 16 fJO""~not'· 

ohtps. lnr.!udtng the pr~sttglnu$ Tokyo gov~tncr&hlp. 

%\ wee· ti'tt! ftt:st r.)aj~ eht\lttn aftr<r ah:t.ra assumed 

ch~tc af the pfJl'ty aid {lOvcr~nt., Thfl Tokyo vtctoi"Y 

in pa~utaJ.• on'hanr.nd hte pol!Uca1 ~t.andina S$ hts 
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••w dde~rted ·~o candldeto (Kaoru Ob't$) beckod by t..m 

Soeiall&t Pflrtv ~ Cor;rnunt.st Party by a mnt'CJf.tJ of al

most half a etllton vottts,, thus fllnriinu 12 yoeJ"· old Of:JPO

sit!on .,-,t!n ln the capital. 

'TM~JtJh t.hn p·¢ty mn th~ l.oeol ol~ctlons w\th .. o 

baeld.no e~.· t.\W DcuiOCratt.c Sottaltst Party nnd ttt&· 

~~~.ltD, it ,,_. bell~ved \·4dely that· J'&Pf.ii\OtJPr voten ~wo 

mo'''WJ to· !\upport tit~' lllP cle$pl.w ftll ~ tlcandala sur• 

:ttJum:t~l tt. 

Ohtra•s aeht~v~nts ln e}(,ternal affatl's t.wc, 
modtifst. l\ltht.4sgh J~pan'n tl:'od~ ond p~nts nu~lus 

vts•a-vt~ tbe Unt ~d !;i.Q~ls eontt~d to eauso semo &tf'oln 

be~n tbP. t\10 nf.'tti"~• Ohil"a peld a vl$lt to ~ US 

m¥l t;OU~t to· obtain ~·t"1ertn under~t.ardtng Ebout hle 

tJOVC!l"~nt•s e~st~$$ to solve the probl~m. H:U~ pro

senco ~t tJJ::Tili V t:ont"r~ s\ Manila, and 1h~ ~ld• 

ln<u of tht' ~;:ov~.Ucn ~cmtcm:lt &tJel t ln TokYf' v..rrme 

$GmQ of thO oth~J' important thltWS that hat:t~fte!d d~tng 

hl.a tom. 

On tho ~u~e frtlnt l~ faced cnuntl~su GJ;;omtm!.c 

and poltttcal problems., He ws.s not able>· to tatu~ ony 

mojor. po11t1eal ln!tlaU~ brr.nus~ of tho vet:y thln ~,""'·~1!· 
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maj-ority hts pSI'ty held tn ·~ Lor.10r ftous~. 1'hs ~adm.-• 

&hlp of .e !~ge ~r of Standing C:m:~ntttt)e&t, lnelurotng 

h all-t.oo-lmpertsnt BUdgt•t to=t ttee. fe>ll into the 

hend«i of fh~ ap,~itt~ift and tbts put htr.t ln an exw~~ly 

dlff'iwlt. tJOa;l tton, He batt to defW,~ ~n tbs opr.ost. f~ton 

~n for mmal .l(:lgtsle.ttw bust~ss. t1ha:t t:1ae ~ven more 

oalltn·g ~ tht1t of·tttn hr. fouJt('i lt dlfl1m1t to cam 

htt ~·m p~rty or'n ft.d.th littl br-causc of· f .. nwmo feet.tonal 

&tt'.uggl,?c-. 'i'hesf! J'Olittee! dt.ff'teultt~~ ~re· so~ vllhnt 

mt~lta~ by a HMaMbly good sbcM.ttg by the ~connmy 

(? r.tfir t.(Jnt ~.rt.h J:nte) but ~ dli~r of tnflat.lon ftld 

by r1sl~ ttll ~tee& lo~ on 'th.(;< hortzon • 

. All tt.&n ptoospQ.cts a~t prob~ ~tP.d httn trJ 

think of a ennp o!.Ktimt in OCto~r 1979. n~ vtctmv 

1n loeal ~lectt~ns tn t.prl11 pupUlo~ity ftgur~a for t'ho 

~ty $hnt::n by opl.nton poll&, t;~s of lltOftOOlie::vreCCM~ry, 

arul cU.plom.~tt.c gat~ tn the f&mtla c~o,.r•·~rentc mel tn 

·tlltl· tokyo Stttalt C?f\Cotll'~d hlm to~ l'l&k ll ~~ral ~l~e

tton. Vat .ano~r far.'t'br t~tch ~lt.]bed t.n t avour of nn 

tHlJt~.v ~lfl\e:tton tmt\ hts own po1:l\lc~.Jl ft.rtutC! tn th~ party. 

He thot~Ubt he £ould stJ."tJnt)thnn his po~,i.Uon tn the perty 

cend ~~r~nt lf ~ c:ould tt.Jm t.flfjt ho· thuugllt 't.1aS a 

faVOtll'able el!mate !nto .an el~;.::t.oral v!ttoi'Y. He Wa!: 

not nu,rft •ttt•~,. he mtt1d t:w ablo. to continue tf.11 the 
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M:Jlt pruniden·t.tcl el~r;tton contlnrs at the em of l9a'l 

mth a slender majol'lty t.n the· nt.ot.., Hts oppcMnts 

\~XO wet tlng ln tb~ wings and ua,.tod 'him to :tctp tiC 

tbr~'t they r-,oul« challene;JO h!& lead~hip •. 

h!"harm1 O'hi1:-a ~.lso ovn~sttmtJt~d ·~ t~ekman, 

dlt;Untty md ~onfuston t.tlteh p:rfWstl~d amttng thn oppo

&ltton pnrtt~s.- ~ ftvo OJ'lflOf!lt!on p~rttpn t;<.t\leb 

ac~d an tmpr~GtslYP- vtcto"" ln ~ 19'76 olect.lon, men 

.a mn WP eoall tlnn gover~nt so~ ft'mdrpnt, sa<n"i'$d 

that ~Y Y.rero tws;otous about uns~ating 1:.1\Q WP ln 'tho 

Ma% f\rtA#tl.- AS tt turmd out• ·f.hey tont tht>lr vigour: 

artd enthuslattm af¥1' th~ .elac~\ietn. thay \$~ not d>lo 

'ttt ~e ttn s eommon progr~ end• wsn'Wd to k:Clop itte 

C®mUntst Pariy out of thelt:' ~and eoaJ.ltlnn. '11'1o· ldas 

ef a jolnt oppotl tton front bad collapsed ~i'left scm of 

the f'Pf10Sitlon pm.-ttcs eolleboratod with tho LOP tn tho 

April 1oenl olee'tlons to ~foa.t tho toftt..st t:amU,d.1:tfis. 

F'uJ~~t't ,. each opr;ot;.l tton pr.rty had f. t' own t~mal 

probl€'>1'Mh, 1'tm Japan ~octaltst ,orty, the nutnber one 

OJ'p()tltiM pnrty, wa.s facing a &~l'tMHi d!lft!r~nca wtth . 

~f.J!' fz,adtt!f.nml trtide mt.on suppor-ftl., Sy ~N,t.on

tng to w1 thd:r~m thCtt:r: automst.te support to t.hC't JSP, 

'thtl unlont 1r~ pl"~f'.St.n.lj) tht- pm:ty to'lnr.l.utte thclk dG

oend$ fm: shortflr •·mming houn, a flV& day meb-, ·s~l""" 



llttJtton of eomun»l" prleos by publ.tshtng prodUctton 

C®t and heavy tax on tht» rich f.n ~ party's pro!]~'~&. 

Then 'tbn~ ~ feuds ~tmen t~ morlft:t'li'te and C'Ut~ernlst 

factinns lnfltet.tng ~' wottnds on the p~ty. All ,ln 

all St ~~d the~ JSP was not ln a poattlon to offer 

s sertow; chelle~ to LOP, mr to forge a~ G trong united 

tr<mt. 1.'he· perty 1:1ss net evon MJ)(<-fu1 of retalnlnn lts 

pot;lt!on in ~ Dlot. Tbe t~w ttb9f'a1 G!tih, ~~l.ch eause.d 

o npltt in the UlP tn 1916 .and ~ml a ·s~rlmm th~a't. 

to ·ttte Jt1Pt & aglng !&ari&toshtp Mtd l t13 . etlttC'tel'bl J"f'OS~ta 

tJc1S aloo tn &O$ l'Orl af traubln with the ftslgnaUon 

of Ita ~cmct~•~Y GenP,.al, Tek~o Nlshloka &nd thi'P oth~ 

NJ.C Diot ~twn ln July • r:to,;~cw~J", I tL; had r ntlod to 

attract. mre JDP Ol~~n to lts fold and $•~'9«' as· a 

s:t\Nll eonst>wettve tCl'iJp• The?ref~, ·tho ~tyts ~ht!nctJG, 

to Dt'Wsct mom WP vo·~tl in any eleetlon remat~d u~ 

llkoly. The ~lto was also tn d1SaiTf\Y beeau~e of '~:tiP . . 

ft&lgnn'tton of Pat..~uko !koda1 aa head ot the p~tyta 

p~nt hotly, fr.o11aaG.I!*Al• It t·ms ~fi.t~i».d ·thot tho 

wualcenln'l of Soka-<;akkt, ~ matn '!lUJ'Pt'~'~r of l'~Gletto, 

t".Ou!d cost ~ Party at lftast tt.mty S(!cl)'t.$ out of 1ts 

&6 $Grits t,n the L~r f-km$e.,. The flenocratte Soclalls't 

Pa:tr't\1 also wau no't ln sn cdvantagf"oun post.tton due to 

'Um abs~rme of etl'Ong lcmde!'&l\ip.· 1hn only PDftV thet. 
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wes In a ptt§l tion w ")ttln frl)fft an electton,, &part fa-om 

tho rultng pt.nrty,ttDa the Japan Coromunt-&t Party. Ita 

1lUo:ftC}'tb ley tn majoJ' urban CflntrP& •~ ~ oth~r- · 

mn.eoft$~trvett.v~ partie& tGO had $'takos. ~1to orad 

I:EiP ~ft't ,'ln an eJtt:temoty d&lle&te po$l tlr;n tn vtew of 

thit fnet tttnt tht:JY had movrc~d m.eeh r.:l.o~ ·to LOP and 

eculd mt now nalte a 180 d'f!Jgr~o turn to pl.,eso the 

Oth(tr Qppo~·t-t!on p(~es. Weed the cnly l9$U& ~ft 

d'lieh ttmy foUf'ld th"Y eould J."Un ckwm lDP ,.,,, conup• 

tlon. On th~ othflr tttw.&tlr~m; llkt'! CJpPosl ttm to fUI"• 

tmr •')(pnmrlQn of nun~~ar I>~ and tnx lnt!J"Gaaes tht11t" 

po$ltlon rcm~i~d embtv~nt, 

Ohi~s hoped that ln a &nsp e1octl3ft hla party 

ft'JDuld l'fltat.·n tts tm3o:J.'lty wlth a ttlnltm.~tit of 271 ueet& 

mn&.ld tc. ecntrol 'Itt!: Dlc;t COlllnlt~es. thnt po$ltlun 

rmuld nlbo e~nt(than hln hold on tho party end thtJ 
·. . 

{;f)Vm!'~ft.t. Ohtl"a and hto matn euppartrtr Tanaka• 

thc:tJ!ufot'~, decided to eall th«:! C'loctt.nn ttt thO· House 

of llf!prfrf:~~nt6tlvl1s on OctDbt:-:r 7• 1919. ~Y bsnk~d 

'prima~"lly on the! pn>Ytln trsek record of the pa~y t.n 

1'.lm •ealnl of c:tt:oftfY.ttic: oanagf"t::tent ~.hleh had brought 

ma~:rts1 sati~tnctton to ~ votf1:"1h 
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·1'ho entt-ohiJNl feettom tn tltP. po-rty v:¢1'o 0pposnd 

to t'hn dactslml to hold nlm:.tlon.s ln (le'tob~r .• ·I'~~ 

Pr~t£11'-lr~;, ta~fJ()~ t..!lkl end 1 akeo Fukud~ both deplorod 

tbfl el~et.J.on phobla om ttarnt'ld that tt muld croetc a 

po11t1r.:lll vacuum. Out ~Y , .. ;er~ both ln a d!lot!ltlW be

cmrtt(! potrtpone~nt of the Plcctt.ons Ull 1980 os ~ 

se~t by ~ \>tOt~ld jlJGpGrt11sA thP partytfi pros~et...tl tf 

t~ ~~OilO'f!d(; sf.tupttan tcolt a bed turn. tb@k ·pr!t:18SY 

aim ·t1as tc ouat Obltn by tiPeklntJ f.'OS'tpoftt'mr•nt of aloe• 

tSttm, evcm tf tha~ stop ~r~ to •atten ttl$ pal'ty to.,_ 

ntderab1y. 

Undoterrnd by t~ sttst..o;y ·Of hta opponontn, Ohlr'o 

go\ thcs ~I' HouaG dissolved tn SoptP•r• e full yoat' 

~ad of tta term.. Pbl!t.lee1 ·obset:'VCtrs tJntched tOO· st• 

t.unt1on t4 th 9l"Qat tn~J:tf&'t. tf Ohtra led t'ha pcrty to 

a majol' vtet.o!:y he •uld &t.r8ngtben hts ot'Jn bold ovor 

~ pa'l'ty and aho f!J\S\I!'f! LDP'e conttnued rule. .If, on 

the ctmr h:anct. tw felled ta load tt\t! pnrty to & tht.Jmp.· 

lng victory, than \"4"0tJ.ld be:! eet~ntuotion of tntrn f)orty 

factltma1 ft(Jl'lt$ 1f'-3ding to e ert&ls. A depl~ted 1-.DP 

\-mttld also rnnan a stgnal for sot10 eor~ of coalltlon to 

·~rUn the ~t:'rft;flt• ~ obsenr~rs tJYcrn p.r~lct<>.d thnt 

Wh raonopoly of pu~-r w.as t:omtng U. an f!'nd, 
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1't\oft t:tat'~ • tmport~nt {$$UOS lnvo1Y£~d tn 'the 

eGtmpalgn. 1'1\o only thing va~1y r~s~Mbltng an 'tssue' 

\'l1tJS OhtrQ•a pr.c-e~tmprJl9n l)nnotlfttioment of a tmt tntrnuse 

for. th~ flnant.lal ~at J.98t?• A& thlfl: 1-vae. t:~ttpbe~d 1o 

p1ncf* a larttf~t' burden «:tn tho l<w~~ lnr.o., t'1agn-eattw•, 

opt10eitton pt¢tf.•s U&~rl tlll!!i 8$ an sntl..LOP ebJb• 

Evon Obira' fg, 01m p~r~n opposed i:ht- proposal on tho· 

grtl\md ~t a pl'tlweloet!.en: tax lnert!nsa ~ld only 

olf.c:Jnaw tn. el~c~a't() frof;) I.DP. Cr:1Ucs polnt..cd out . 

ttu~t it wen Ohtsz~. es. finance mtnts~r in tho 1akoo MS.kl 

~0'\ro~nt, \'Ito l"O&cwtod to deftet.t flnancln:;J ln e blg 

way. ~t'afo~, hts sudden toncf!l'n for J"ontrue'tUdng 

thn nat1&n's finance tmn soen n ~1a~d polltleol mava. 

·nw. p~$nl t:tl:l& of f".ourEm wlthdr:tJWti tn th~ Md. lnstead, 

be pi.~d~ to hold· dom ~ rteo ln f!Of\S~r pli.c<?S to 

5 per cnnt. ac-.hl~w full Ot7ploymontt sttoe!nllm (jt)VO~ 

tm?n't ~~ndt ture and lnerea!lo 'taKe& only w! th public 

.consent,. 

the"' ~ro :f.ndt.c~tlons thtft tho el..,ctiotts mlf#lt. 

be ~~mf by poltt1en1 ~eantte!a 1nvolvtng t~ ~llng 

J)ttrt.y• Sorly in ttw year the G~ f'lllY off scandal 

ouriated ~l~b ~ttsul;~d ln ~ pUnieh~nt of so~ off!• 

cors •oo withdrawal of a sitting LOP ~~obt,.l" of p.arlta• 

anent f~ ·tho party. Then t.~ anothr!r s~;andal i.mrt-.l"Vlnn 
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thO quaJ;f.-~JO•ornmenW Jspan Rall\1Sf eonsuucttcn CO!'• 

f)OrJltion and tbn linvtrotYl'!Pn\ ~ncy. A AAa~ of Audit 

tnv~otlgatlon f"*~.alod thnt t.k:oo ._ o~$1es bad &1• 

lo~ f~lr t;tmp~~~s to caw e~wn pay tmd b('mUa Oft . 

th@ stroength of ttcuus tt!av01 &CtQnt&, t>Jl tb the· tmbt-.z

lfldg~ of tzanspOri snd ftnnsme mlnl$itlirJ~. "the scondnl 

·waf; n ~!Mr nne comp~d to ~ trisooutl t~Qckm:ed $f:M

dal, but tt east an omlnnuet &:h~~ em the po1lttea1 

Gr.(~"''- Fvcn tb.tl ·cht~"f Cobl•t Set":-re~1J!'Y• Aokuauku 

Tonakc, admitted ~~t ~ AUdit flndtWJ \'t»td.d g!M&tly 

aff~t tM ou"tcor'$ of' ... eleettem. 

tho ·oleet1en~'IG pl"~d!.cttorw gave a bl'!ght etmnce 

of vletttry f~ Qd~e and hl~ IDP. "flll:ra cbtetG a vic• 

to,..y paUl"', ~tJ'a's pa-rty All ~t fot! Peelt~lvo t:lff', 

t,~r'~ sot~ of ~ t.ttl~s eecOn tn tt'i$ mat:ls t:mdta. 'both 

Japa~ ami mn-JII'nm&e.-3 '!hay said i'.hat. th~ !DP wilt 

c~pl tal1~o on the:! ~ekMSe of tho ft~ tllnSor ~st. tlon 

p#t.le-9 n~t \•:111. Eillq)SSS t ts tar9et of S~CUl"lng the'! t!BOlC 

n~r _.. 211 s~at& . .- ~f1ulftd ~~~ th~· paJ'ty to rtu:ap

~ k~ ntCI>t Cernml.tves. 4 

3 I ~ : • 

~1: •• ·9· ,· l'• ' 
s~t~~r .u~. 19'10• P• 6 ~~..,.........aLili:i.ll_. 

4 Tlte K}f3do l~ Sew!ce1 e Sw:wy, 4 ~Of<: ~· fOJm• 
CilSt. ::t?.() seat..~ fo:;- 'the t.OP. St!e, "Tl"t:.~re f~om 
tokyo. ·Zti..l:lillil u:~~an). fs•.ueu~&. !>OetolKlJ: 10, 1979 
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tt we(J ~,;pce~d tl1et ~:tP' s 9elft \"JOUld bo ool.ftly 

at 'the c;or;t of t..t~ JaPan Soelallttt Pe~ty. lt ~1£.19 also 

pr•~dtetnd 't,h.1t th~ four eentl*l~t partte& (DS.P,, t(omotto. 

f.U.C ettd th~ ~~ny USDP, tlw la~at sddt ~ton to tt~ Jqa

rte$tl p8ttl~t5) t·:trtch hnd a~eed to c;;o•ra~ \dtb ~adt 

o~~r ln abGut l/3 of .Japan•f1 13.l atltl 'mt!mbttt" eomtf.• 

tuoneltHSt, ~ttld 1't.1taln ~tr p~~lt?Ctton ${~t't"tngth. 

·fhn· Jap$11 CcttPul'tlst Perty Jtthleh suffC'll'P.d e $~rf,.OO$ StJt 

1ft 1916 e !ficrtUtn, \"~aft f.!xpe~totl t.o &eo'n'1 fiubtttontlal 

gains. 

1M olectf.on \'ttill h~ld Oft Oeto'bP.r 8, 1979. 1"t\e 

outt~ was r.ontl't1try to all ttttp~t:tattorm and p1!'et1S.~Uons 

by WP 2R~ors and poll tienl cb..c;c~~m. Too n~:ltng 

pmrty a~e•~~d only 248 •ets1 l~as than Oftt} &l!fot tn tho 

1976 c·klt:tlon. Th~ Japan Soc!Etllt;t. pf)l:ty, as o•e'tod 

lost. e m.~r of &fi1a~&J 11 tt .. ece!vcd only 10? :scats• 16 

sea'ta lfllSS tlmn lh?fo~~ h ele.-:'tlffn. 1'ht> party ~ttteh 

gal.,.,d most '?#tiS the Jtltuln tonmuntst P~J:ty. ~ ~sult 

vent fGJ.'f:1 beYord \\bnt t'\taf> pftdte'tc!d by .,oltttca1 obetJ:t• 

ve~~. mo fnftttest cnly e mBt1J1nal !ntftsee in ~ ~r 

of seats by Jta>. ln rfl«d! t:y, th~ party ~ than doublt"d 

1 t.s 19'16 st:.nnt)th \11th !lJ ~ea~. Anotbrrl' surprl$0 was 

thtt ~t.to•s .JWrfortlnneo, ~teh dttr:..pt• pre-poll pl'S• 

dlett«JM of a tln;lOJ!' loss, actun11y 93l~ ~ ttlO!"~ ooate •. 
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' ·fho alP, wt 1h 3!' 'sn4ts• 9stnod ~f.x seats ~;on ttu'ln I~ 

1976 m~r. ln add!t!Gn to t.he LOP am JSP• o~r lo&en:s 

tnt~luded ~ N0w Ll.bcr~a.l ClUb and 1;h(9 Un:f.'+Ad Soelallst 

flm'nucrntle, Pnrt;v (USPP). ~ Nl.t~ lost as r.umy tl& 13 

soats, v.tlil~ th~ poll'f~tt'!•lly 1it)ht\$lWtt USDP lost OM 

of its ~- $eats. 

·~ renul t thus. e.aug,;t net only tl10 rult..n~ party 

by s~tse but trte&t po11.tten1 obsoJ'Vftr& erd e !vrge 

pnl't of tho elt1CtoJ.'aUf ~ ~~11. untl1 'tho day or· ole~· 
tlon, ~ UlP t-1as t:onstdued by moat to be ln en o~ntely 

stwng postt1.on, ·with pt1ll$t,$p rJt.VlttJ it upto 00 Pf'l' c<mt 

of ~ J*'P\11+1!' va·~ and . o m~xtmu:m of;;; 285 seats • l'ut 

t1w out e~ put Chua tmrJ tho WP ·tn a diff lcatlt ,ovt.
U.on. f.()ftVQY to ~tattoftfi tbtit the' WP will 90t 6 

stable majority of at l&ast ~?1 fM'tatG In the 611 saat 

Ho\ml!f of Jlepr~&~ntn'tlVffG• th~ :rultng pmy ondfld 'JP' ~ven 

\1lthout .a $~le r.te3orf:ty tn tm· tnt.tlal. 11~ llp. 

Nt!W~'tMl.tta~. ~- party lrtei'f*asftd lta s~ of pop\Jl#· 

votb by ~.e fprrrcent and t1as ablt~ to eon·t~1nutt ln ~Jr 

by adm,t'\tih(J .10 Independents to ~ f'nRY fold". -While 

t~ 2'59 seat~ gaY't the WP a workiftfJ tsuljttr1ty and QSGUI:'tld 

Its um:reakllbl~ a-ul~ f.t1 Japon for sm» more yea.-s, tlhtra' s 

dre~ of leiidlng ht-e; par'ty to a major vtctory tms ahat

tf1n»ft eornp1~toly.. "l'hP pnrty ogatn. lost 1 ts eontt·o1 O'tm.J' 

th!l Dl.t!'t ComltweSJ, end thus also tt..~ free bend tn 
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e~~~ •n·t \'l:t~~ for the LDP loadtft1 to e 

~- de;bae 1~h tt.s ~~loctton s tr:a~·gy \1iUt J:eted poor• 

and ~ prt!-~loe.t.ton aflf)fJtJftef'?mnt of a tax tm:r~tsno \1&9 

lll- advlS(Jd• fwn tim mtrth~r god~ rP.malnad untwlpful. 

tmavy &>ains on thfl pol!lft~J day kept tb~ tum out lorJ. 

·.,.. ·68•1 ~ cent. tam ~ennd J.0\1t~t af~r th0 67.95 

-pe~ C4!JJ\\ tum Ot.Jt tn 1941. 

~ p•ty'~ eboi.cG of em1dlda~n was el11o corual,. 

do~ to be a ecntrt~ eau~a. etspeelally tn vlt!W 

o.f tht¥ m.tl ti~,b~rr· eons tl. tl»ney ~ys ~. & By &ndot:stng 

too lO&'f\Y caw.!tdn't$o tho pnrty tlpll t votes. tn Alchl 

Dts \'rlct* fo~ exampl~, both WP c:and.lddtOS: ~~o dofeatod 

though th.ey ~cC:(J!VtJtl ~}~r t 114•121 votr.s. thti.1o nU 

th~ fotm so,ott1 ~t to opf'O$! tlon ~ondtdaten tmo StJC\.Il'Od 

a7.219t ?S,«l2a 11,5.\&t '71.342 votes :odeh. 6 

.In .\29 of ~Japon1s 130 ·&l~eto!'el dt_ o triets, •a_o. 
fo~ or flve ~flsonttattvos t.tJ:Q eleetod ~ the 
Diet. . "1lw nmat_ rd.ng d~. s uie t,. Atttaml Oshima • 11l- .a 
slfllle ~~I' eonstltuency, 

Hen.;; n. Bel!~ld• "'.JQl:Jan's 35th Housn of ~ 
sentetl~ E kctlon 1 the l.DP toys wt th a Rcl\ulm 
to l9S4ft• &ldaD~~illtXD• w1. u, m.a, Mnrt%h 1980, 
p .• 261. . 
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Ohlt'a's pn..,JecUon snnounc~~nt of Q pla~ 

tax '!net:~ase ae a CJ$tnft~ of r~rettsi·ng the 40 pur cent 

d011elt. ln tho n11'\tona1 budgt:"t. and lt~ subsec unnt 

-wlthdrat~al duo to· fl~~~ op~sttt.on fi'Ofn hts ot\ft pony 

oml the or.+~n>&l ttom ... t'Cl el ~d as eno~r l'f!'ftSOft for 

~ poor pt~rfoma.nr.tf of t.h~ p~rty. Ht.s OppO~hU Cft• 

ttetsed hlm for fl2\t\1blttng a !aelt of lr!adc~Jd.tJ,.. 

But aceor:dlng to G~tt. Sc-ele~:a, head of ttm 

tokyo Jnstttt~ af Policy Stucltoa, 't..M cnmr :rtdlftfJ 

·far:.to, bt the WP defeat was •tl'tcl letk of t:obennt plnt

ftn"fn bas-ott on s 'Sf~n.~ of re1al dlreett.onn.,7 Thts vkwl 

was S'hl)~d: by many ot.Mt' poll tict~~l c~l"ftia±ar;s~ Aeeos:d

'"'' to tm·dtl John, e-s.n ~ past.._ the UJP ju$t rwaded 

to S&Y tvo~ for US and. b\ml.t\C'S$ SS USU&),t • tilth a 

ma> ~lft{J at a raw of -n rwr .ce.n or mo:r.- annually, 

thl)'t ~.,A$ e hard offer to tur-n dmvn. aut no om aetually 

fi~t out. a z-eal polley, a phll0$ophy for runntng tho 

ttJunt~"Y. V~n ~ \<Orld v1ide tJCoftt'»Dic bubble burst end 

the local (~tt:~mmy took e dtvo thlt deflt l~ney bo-e~ 

ap~nt. "ihl~ lti e nftw c:oneep't tbat f.s ravo1vtng on 

~ Japan~•e poll ttea1 sr:•ne end tlte WP ~~ nt•i the~ 

ewa:r~ ot ! t or 'l$ not Jt"pat'&d to eddnms lt ••• f!;. 9 

........ ., .............. ., ..• 
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vtaatow~ \".\1ft tht:t ~nasons. tho poll J:osult ~ 

out t.c he s double edged •apon ln tM hands of Ohf.ra0n 

oppomn.ts. Takao t,1tkt., leadft~: of o~ of t~ ontl4t"~ 

fet.tlom •. ~~d. th~ df!fetat 4l:S on «1unttf.stakable fatlure'l 

on ~ patt of Ohk~ and thus put all b1mao on h!l!'l. 

FUkud~ and , 14'attesn~, ti'J(!!I other -~ l.Pm:lers of ontl• 

Ohlrn fectl<;ns, jot~ \4tkl rakt. snd oven declared an 

open ~Volt agnln~t Oh:tra. s•artng to· oust him ·ftom 

the party prs&tdancy and prflmt~rt:?htp. ths:oUf!hoUt the 

mnth of octo•l', ilt\ey tontt~d domardlng Ohira•s 

nstgnatf.ttn to 'st~ hls I"O&pcmslbl11ty' for 'th~ paJ:ty•e 

defeat. By ~elllng fftf' the Pl't~f4l~J> 1s J'~$lgn9tz,on. they 

sought :not only to settlf) m:or~?s tJ!th Ohlra but elso to 

undermimt tt\tt c.onntdert:b1o lnfltKH1to of Ohlr&10' aetn 

DllVt Tanaka• Fut:uda &ar.i tt. Oblro-.Tamka par~rsblp 

en lnsv~ntal tn denying him the ,reate~ohtp In 1972, 

and fo~ jo1ti~J h~An. out nf offlt;e. 

Obba was Mt nl~t ln geugtftg 'the d~&lfJM of .'1\ts 

oppo~nts0 and M l'~fu$ttd to yteld fD d~ for ht.e 

l'esl(Jftatlcm. tto w~ tho~ cutc:ry os a p~text to 

ovs' hlm ncmehct~ and oottvated by a desf.r~ ff)r: ~~wnge._ 

lie, tm-..~fore, drrel.d~d to faeo ·f.ht¥ ehallonf)e fJ:Ot"t hls 

el'tttts nt any test. HitJ. ~dvtmtagp was that though t.he 

p~l'ty had fnt1od to get e majortty, ht.a or:n fscUcn 
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was G't:I:Gtll)ttuamd by getting 14 teoi'O ~bet& oloeted to 

t.he Dt~t mtd Ids clo~ ally Tenaka'a faetton had Qtltnod 

two mo~ tMata. Hts opponenta• fac:ttom had lost three 

of Diet f108·Ul • 

lbe post-election fight omon9 the p•ty foet"'M 

't.1lfS fero~ioun·... Leaders of thf' rS.vnl fe~tt.cns held o 

sorlos Of otletttifJS td.tb perty Vle~ Pr~sldont Etlehf. 

Ntuh~a aettng es tiPdL,tor- But the fnponse eontlwod 

h \-.t\Ole tllt..ng ~~ht:td an e'XJ'losf.v~ polnt •n tho entt• 
Ohka fore~& bOytotU!d a fortMl me~t.tw~ ea11od by "t.h9 

Party to selft~t ttc lettdnr. ~. <;u~l took oueh ugly 

·ttmn that the bUs f.n4lsn ctmt.nunl ty \v1'tlch ·was trlldt ttonal.ly 

IXt'bind thf? lDP VO!Cttd lts dtscon68nt and tho p~Sldent. 

of 11\0 Japan ~ of ~-• appaalod to the P~ 

to thc0$o as ,:~·7le!!dar a mr.m of gc;od sense ~o cculd 

bertdlo ~· chall.~ngc fne~d by the flQt.lon and elno ful• 

ftl pf!Opt~'G exp~c~t.lons. Ohb'a etc~ potnt apolOtJf.• 

zed fo.r- tbe sl~~s of ~ demtK:rntlc pmcoas. adding 

\hat hls ""••• head ec~s ovar t.h9 alow paco"'. Not to 
b;t out dorw Fukuda eatd hn ws& fliflghttn; for ttto eo~.· 

lllnally. tho 1ntl'ap~ty fight povod the te::Jy fot 

a show d~m bf?~n Ohtra and ant.t.-ottba faetlons. 'the 

lstctor l~cl bY Fukuda on ~ f!ool' of ~ Dlot.. · The 
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~Gdol's\ia_., contest was oo~n Ohira snd Fukuda. no 
omt gatnnd 'the J>etiUlftd major! 'ty ln the LOt.11l1' Hous& 

voting ln th'l f trst l*ouncl of balloting. In t.tte DC!Cond 

round, Ohire '~" thfj mnust ~4th latl votf:te agalnst 121 

votbs lot' Fukudn. Thun• Ohtra bN~ame thn PremltT fOJ: 

a second ume. 'but the ~nu "hatch t"d to hts olcetSon 

1trft dnep sclJI'& tn ttm body pollUc of J'ettan. 

Paettona! f t{lltts ·ln t1t1t .,~ty ll'»l!a ·not ~w, 'but 

thf.fl ·t~ tb~y \~JQ e~ted out !n full public go•c• 

1'tmy t~ ~a Yttry J~nese pall Ucal mcwo ln very un
Jnpanee manMr'l, aa om obS~r put tt. Acr.ordlng 

'fb. Bht'l'thor ob!l~n'f~l'• the WP tid& unllt<tPly to YaniSh 

frot1 ~ sc~ in thfl· f,tnmedtatD ·futuro, bttt '-"thn ta1neer 

that haf! bew1n C1etlft{l a;Jay at "'-ft pt¢ty for tha pant few 

ynars ts Jt0.\'"1 in full vtew and tt. leng•te¥'m prognosis 

in mt enetntraglnc:f., 9 the pat-ty vSJ:tually l'tmalned 

npllt.. Desplto tht~ claim$ rant». by P\.itUtle tlwt he had 

~nbsclu~ty no int-ention of nplttttng: the put~, tho 

fact r~at....m that the par-ty wa& split, \MU{Jh tt wss 

not visible.• 

,.._.,... .. ,.. .... -..oA __ Il l_l;i;toi; )tll•:iet•••UfJIIIII 
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Vtetoxy dtd mt ~ft~t Obi~~·a dtfftcult~s. He 

h&d to nature tM factlnna:l bol&nee Wl,t.hln ~ party. 

ANti~ of too comlnu problr-ms hP. observed• f'tl feel % 

haw fin.!i~lly managed to ~Jf!t out of hot $'l&._r, 'but t 
o~tt to dlp lnt..o c~wn hot~,. wnwrt". 10 

ThbUtJb ~Y ecnr:ed'-id d~eat, 1tte anU Ohlrafac:fioos led 

by Pttkwm, t;~ttasctm end· Mltd., kepi. tlw>t.r opttom open• 
• 

dt~;regf#d1nrJ ~ facad• ·of paJ''\y untt,y. Jbet eald thot 

they would kf'&p tmjf.J!' dlSt.ent".e fttem ~ P!'fmt~r end 

"'eoop~r·ate only on a c~t;tl!-by~ese bns.ts•. Het·~,\fU'• 

Obtrs ~r,artly manag~rl to ~t a VUM li'Jl th hts ma'n 

opJJOJ"~ttnt& et1d f tnJJl1Y war. a.bl" to flll ~ top tlll'()a 

o11.~eut1va posts Sn 'the paltty. the mont t.rnportent eat!'• 

cutlw postt.lon, vt;e. Scre~..('~ral, ~t to Voshlo 

Salt.ur~hl \!AJo ~e~sent&td thP nakasom factton. Fu&utto•o 

WU5ted atde Shinatn Abe was eelPC\@<1 for tht1 pqSt of 

Chatman,, Polley Aff alta Res&4J!"Cb Cou~ll, and Ohtra• s 

confldbnto 2's$\ko Su~ukt \'145 appctntlld as hOad of U\tJ 

tx~uU.ve Coun~tl. ·aut. mektng 11\~ C;otJtMt. prowd tateh 

more dtffteult. O;at ef tho ro men he s~ l~wd fOI' td» 

tG;sm, 15- wen JJ?w faces vk\o had ~r l~ltl adm1ntsu-attve 

portfolio~ ~fore& ten bt_lt of twbrtty wt·t:e Dle~re 
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who had supported O'hll's ln thO Dtot dr,:ma, end elaht 

.. ., •t~PPDI',.I"fi of Pukuda end his alttea. The ~oake-

. up of ·ttw ne\t ~sb1Mt u,..,._~eond the hold of varlew 

f-ti,O$ and OhJ.l'a1S p!"PC:#lUUS posltton... !ft. Oee· }#e

vioua Ohke ·cabtmt h·~ vmr~ f••• MU40ln$Uemn 

mn~n. 

Obha t'kua bng~··- hf.a second,~ of offtee on 

a trJOak tQ·~ af\rl fcllO\'.:ed a poU,ey 4f .:ompromtse and 

cautt.on. Hb t.t.tr·~ttt~s. t..flourJh 1ylft9' ~~. ftftftf" coased 

th~lr anU-Ohtr• -ttvttl"'-'• !hoy tt~Dk ~vory opportu. 

nt.ty to hit beek &t him. One af tbo points em d\t.ch 

hy MftttmMd tJ\e1r sttm:k was hlG: China ,Olley• lte 

paid a Vl$tt' w Q\lM on Dec~ s, 1979. :tt woo Ule 

fuet YS•lt by e J~amse ~ml~r eftttr fehGka•$ 1972 

vtstt, ~n tbt1 .Japon.Chtna mrmeltsenuon ~mt \'m& 

&1(;-nod.. Hla e1l#gedly soft JJOllcy to~d& C:httta &tined 

up a heated e&ntro~rmy wttht.n the pany.. 1he J>lght.

·wtng party ~ro mo wantP.tl JtJPan to b~d.ntaln st.tong 

tt_g& with SOUth Kofta and t4twan, oppead Ohlra•e ttlt 

to'~s China at ·th~ ~t of Japen'e tredltloft(ll ft1erda •. · 

WlWJntlol •~rs of h f.pcuttve Counet.1 of b porty 

tnc1Qdtn; tthlre N,!tegawe and ~r r.lght. \'dngoP knmn 

for thoU> e:tose eonfW?'etloM with SoUth Kona nnd Tatwan, 

opposed to extend USn 1.S bt.llton tn officio1 loens to 
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Gblrw .• t 11~ a11•d thet tbe Pl'emte had token e 9J:a$b 

ftc:l$t.oft1 without foraseotftfl its :t.mp1lesUona f(# Japan's 

retattons wttb ASSIU~ count..rtes •. the United ntate.& end 

h SOViet Union. AnothQt:· tssuo mttb dttew cl'lttctsm 

fl'tw hill ct'lttc& tn "e ~rty· tnJ$l Old.ra's pllet:e plait to 

ond ~· CMf' !let tn ~uth't a. that pltm \180 ro jot. ted 

end he dniw a blank ln hiS attempt t.o pley tho rolt't til . 

a~&W'• 

AltltOugb 1he new yGal" por'tendod fnsh pall Uea1 

ttnd ec~c dlfflcultt..Ps, sttJ!!ntlon t'1SS •taly f~ed 
on ·the ~&1ttentSa1 ~~e.~uon tl'thedul'd tc:.J take placa 

tow~la the end .of ~ ~ar. Th9 factlono1 loadP." me. 
were well ~~ of ~ toppling drama· eMtted tty the 

abt,ra-fanaka tAtam• ste~d n vtgoroun ~..,ehtp *l¥9. 

!ntr'Dperty battl., 11.-s ~ft Oft(:O ag-ain Cawft CltH#lf• 

Acc:ordt.~J ~o .~ il1&fala~Dtout of ·ttw 3.1 million w. 
voton ttue1tfJ.td to co&t -~~ t.n the 1980 -~ 

cl~ctloflt tho Ohlra-Tanake ••et.ed to ~t ·905,000 

-~ vote& and e;• flrat tn h 11~. t'llth 8.41•000 

· exp•tsd votea Ta~eo Mlkl's Men, to&hio Komota .• otbod 

tn 1'.1\Q &&com p1Geoa Yusbt.ro tf&kaso.., with 419•?f0 votee 

\1a$' rank~ MXt, end Fukudo wa& gt.vm~ ttte foU!'th 

plm:o t1tt1t only 355,000 VOt.t;·•· 
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1bcul}b <tMsa ftg~n g~ a Jrough lndlt:ntion of 

thn rfllilUW ~tamU.no of the IDP ~e•rf;. anything eculd 

hq-;PQn "~l thf.n ~· nlm aonth i'l"~-eleett.on t.t.me tmd menge 

thsl ou~mn. h~tlfftftt foct.lonol. fight for $UprGt1Kf• 

olltsn.ees and. codft~r elllancos bl~n v•lmJs faction& 

began to apf10a%' an the pollt1~ol tte~no. All(ttjattcno 

and em.m·~r 61l*'gat!onn l."t:$~ua·d1ng ,_ ~~hlp dr.'iW 

by vartous. f ~ttun ~~rs wo~e playad up by tb" ~ 

medla. A& J.t ~;~ppeared that t.he:;i ,_,, mf•rs brou9ht 

tniAt itre· party fold t>.ee r.nally lee!· lib tttP erf.tt.-

. et&m watl main-ly m]al.nst Obit'&*&, rulln.g factton. Fukuda 

repoJtttfdly told Old.J'lU ft'Tht't •~sl nl'blatlon tn 

mleh . the ga.~r.J,ng Of ~S te bel.~ C:eJTl~d out by 

def~&Yint dues t4th pumi.y fut¥l$ ts tant~unt <uJ bl:tbtli'Y 

and cannot bb tono~nd fl'Om the ata~'lp01~ .of· (the) 

purlfiGaUon of polities:~ 

.though ett)bt mont.11s •ay sttll, ~ J**&std&nttal 

eloct.ton sot t.l$ &~ge for a ftM'I eonf~ontetton botwMn 

Obtra ant~· mrtt-at!J!'.a faeUf.ms, · M(}amlttlo, tho opposl.

tlon pat'U~n asdrt a fl:ftah. at~mpt foJ: a vial~ eoaltUon 

il~imrt the ft111ng pm:t.y tn vlw of the fm:'tbecmlng 

~ Molls<> election. On January 10,. 1990• the Jspan 

11 
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So"Cioli&t P--. end Kosmlto (Alddle-of•tbe...-ead ~) 

entQhd into an ~enont fo~ a eoalttlon. thf.l! prOJlOned 

cottlltlon t;fas ul:tt~tsad by e~r ~ttJ.on pl#ttnc• 

notably, ~ Jepen r~tnlGt Pt#.'tvt - an ~*antt<or:mu

nlst.,ro-WP pollcytt. yt'lt tba po5&tblllty m-· owlv!no 

a s~ct19 coalitlora by lntludlng the ~Jtette Sotialt&t 

P•t.y 45. en nlto~tncUve to '4al~ :ru11ntt Jla~ty sbetlOd to 

.~ ~lltbtn the t:ealm of pm&l.blllty~· 

On 'tJtm ~eoftOntl~ fnnt, too, Ohka begsn ttl fee& 

Get!lCUS pobl~ta,~. tnflatton 9nd r~r.asntnn caused by 

r!$lng oll prtcea bc!gan to llffect tho cwnvv•s oco~. 
In~ fl$Ce1 year tJnrlod on M&J"dl s1. 1990• Jap.sn•n de

f1clt D toad at an ala1:fdng ftgUN .of t 13193:J ml11ton, 

e.-lousJ.y IJffeetlng thP. CO\tntrr•e powth raton. Tho 

eusponston of Xl'antat~ true oll supply an n rotoll.oUon 

atatnst the Jf1P ... S& support to t.he· us o'Vft' the hostaoe 

tesuo. fur'Utel' em.-avatt!d Japan•o econetd.e pJ'Oblm_. 

S.etnt the~e polltl«tsl end f:1!eonomte prOblotm ~.iS. 

t1 ~et to party's pr6Spec't$ tn tt;o f~lnu Up~r 

~o ~locttons In J\u•• Ohlt'a tJpp&alod to hlo ~nts 

In the par.-ty 1'4 cooperoto wJ:th h1m to faca those cttsl• 

lent,Jen., ft10raovel', tn an attnmpt, to get mfClt ecenomte 

d.·lfftculttas, Ohire pald a vl!ltt to t.tte United Stbt...P.& 
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. 1n ~oy. !ft hln ~ott"'} wlth h'P$Idont. ci!)~~. ha 

U"lnd to convince h:l5 ~rtem ho:t1ts that. JDpcm t::DS 

ooro tn~1!'tlntlld ln tasr s-olation!) with thO ts than tho 

!1-anim nll. Gy rncff1m1ng Japan•e flm elllmteG m'tb 

tt'io us, ~ t.ought to enJ.lst P~S!tcon ·trade ~~t to 

J(!p&'A. OhiJe also vtsl~d Canedo antl r.toxteo d'Lt.'rlm.J 

hl& PmJ>tcm trip. Xn rJeateo, bo t:rlc::d to got ~ 

f<!a~!c:an ·oil but .achle'!VCd lSmi~ct tn.tcccns. ifOt~VOI"t:· 

Ills ·vt,tlit. hlgltl'l9h-d Jap~tn*& inc:Pastng !:Ole In 

t10rld J1tlitir.~. 

All those ~~& ~ ert. tic iG:mJ by t.tm Oppooltton, 

'~1it;h r.narg~d \htr\ Ohtrs um; net tihONtnu ~mU{lh irdo

~mene~ ~.- tNt Atr»rienn hoota9f.' tasoo nnt1 invt.W 

lran"s di.&ple$~· end suspensitnl of oil supply. Tttey 

all~'tJed 'th(ft lnntead of .$1opt.lmJ 41n intfepeu'dent fos.li('ftgn. 

11.~ ~ Prcmt~ rush$d w ~ Unitmt Stn~s to &1\d!-J 

his Americlin t!.l't Qfl<'l Jopan•s lntcfl'd;1ipend$neo. ThtJy 

also r..h~ that h~ rw.gl~c~d t.h¢1 df1t&riorat.lng cordi• 

tlcrm of ,Ja"n-'s ~eonomy Md ~~f.? eo~n· oavt•s difftculttos. 

StlG!I:\9 tho st.ato of affai:I'S l\1 b WP 4ftd tho vulno

:rablltty tl b Jeede!f the Japan S~!.allGt Paft.y &e~d to ta·tl 

o m-con:itdonce fllGtton again$t ~ Ohi~a goVCl'll.':lOnt, tn 
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Msy •. 'mln.n ~ motion cmno up for dtscusston• It was 

comtdctr~d as a uetual op,o&ltion .. ttAml to dttnounce 

ru1tng party and gov~r~nt. ~ oppesl tton also thought 
' 

thfllt only by bla&tlff-J 't!lP· goVt:ti'M10nt fr# mounting tnflc-

tton' and c~titm tn htgh plm:t,ta1 t.llfty could n•k 

p.opulnJ' llupport end b009t up ~11' etu:Jnt:@B in tho Upf'Pl' 

Housll f~ltrctt~. t1litttn tt. 1DP, the antt.•<»d.l'e fee..,., 

ttonS: tmre also making plans 'to· otlhat'r&SG hln. tbJ'ough 

e ~mall party lr$fom group. -~y put fDm,.-tl ~· cte

tnandn tncludlng ff.ml aetton eoatnst polltteal co~ 

'tloo. <1\tra refustld tb!>lr d9t!tantls tellinfJ t.lult tho tt:nt 
·was not, propc~ for sud't a r.~p. Tekln<J advant.ogo of 

·tht1· r.10ve for A no conftdant& r»tiun,. ~ antl.Old.ra 

f acttona ln!:ilsted thnt 1\tl aecept thetr demndn if he 

GX)lGttQd ~tt! to voto agu:i.:n.at the mott<"n.. Sefa1"fl tho 

vottng,~dlators t.trJ.od to aaltP. a· t:«lproml!lO betden 

the t:~ar~lng f~ttons. But Chua rsfu~ed to ytold to 
't.hn dcmtlndB· of bltl ~nts Ot' ~);lake 8 COJnpftlf!l!tl& \11th 

thftfi!J. ffe did f'Ot expect 1:htt wf:thdrawal of fluppOrt by 

hte oppoMn~ tn 'the pl#ty &!rp~;cln11y eta tt.cto ~en 

the Up~l' Hout\ie eloetlons lfi'~ ooartng. ~ ant.l-Ohtl'a 

ftno:ttoftS', on tb~ ottu·,~ handj nnpred at Oht.ra• s nfusol 

to nagottat& wrmad h& attittnto as *arrogance•. 'they 

ordtn:ed thttk mef!llx;rs :ln 'the Dlet. to abst,.ain f_.Ef;!) vott..ng 

on the no-ccnfldence ootlnn. ln conscqueneo on r.1ay 161 
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1900, ·~ dtty on tmlch ttt~ motion \"laG moved 69 ~~ 

~lon!JintJ in Mtkt. anri Fukuda f ae·t~ abs'tstmd fh'm 

voting end t,h(ll no~ conft.rle~ nMt'tlon una ~«N"l(!d ihl'ot,flh 

"lth 243 fot: artd 197 a~alnst ~-_ .~. 0
- --~ ·'f.lwt Ohlra govem

~nt. Thus ~ 7 ~nth old Old:ra c~td.mt f"11. 

O.P.a rnfusod to accept def4let and lot htn ~ 

.w.Wb t.ak"C·· we~ th~ 9Qtter~m. He d.l$$Ol'Vf!td the ~ 

Htntt\G ~tl!.atoly ~avt.ng th~t ttw :;ol..,etoratn shOuld 

be :e;tven a r..hanee to ®elde ~ shaptt af Japan's ·pelf.tl• 

col futu~C?.: The ~r House fllPt\:len \':tfm culled for 

Junt~ '.2• and t11o Uppc77 House:, eloctton, oxtg1na1ly setm. 

dt.W to bft held on~ 29, wa& advantod by a \~k ao 

tbut bo't.h ~lactlons could be coneh.retfld oS.fnultanoously 

on Jure 22. :tt t"fc;s fe1r Ute ftJ-s~ tfJ:no ln J~iln's ~·'

vmr pc~lt tical b{s~y 'tN1t. both elaetlons mn tctttng 

place on ~· aor.1n day ... 

1hG suddon fall of Ohl. .. a cebln¢lt., ha~~t. put 

~· pony ln a n-ltles1 eondltton. Ohttta•s peopl~ da

mandod s~ro pun1~~nt of ·thr des~~:o by ttny of 

dfmle;l of pSJ~ty t1ckeb and c•atgn fundB. 1'ha· sntl

OhtJ:e f~ttons f~d a jolnt eor:JmttWP. to plan theb" 

nwetegy and gave1 ~ lmpnt&$ton that a mw par'ty flf1Y 

b\'11 fo~d. Teklng advsntsg~ of ~ ut;FJ~ted tuwn dt 
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ovonts tn ·tJt$ nllng pariy;t tho opP®ltlon p~tto& 

bo9cn to float t.::oottttoM,. ~ JSP,. J(~tto and OOP 

thot~Jk tmldlng oppest te vl~wa ln aat~~s of dofons:e 

cnrl fOI"etqn poltct~s, \Jt1Pd <t.o for• a grand conltttoft 

ag•dmt the WP, PDlt tlca1 punrtt.'b nnd J)Olla~ tore

ct;St that t.t'te- l..DP eJ'a waa ov~r and th~t om party P.t1e 

WB!l alec drat'lin9 to a clo!(l• Tskayosbl f:U.yng&\1& of 

tJm. t"~ntlr$ for Polt.Ueal Nblk nelnt~ons, p%t?dteted 

th~t ~ U>P tu&G c~noln to lo&fh teo &etde 0 1 fualy 

pr'e(llet, thl]t ttw dny of OM party ~:ult1 to ovof!IJ • 12 

Ob~ pl'edteted 'thllt lf "- J.DP lost ltG majority by 

a few ~at&, lt ~uld pxobably hek o toall.~ton with 

tho oomoerat!e Soclollat Pal'ty.. If lt lo!it by e big· 

m#gln, tile JSP may fcmn n c:oalltlon blg ~mugh to tako 

OVtlJt tho erlmlnltrtrt~tton. 

1b«ule forecosts and cbsa..vottcms ns -.~11 .os the 

tJOUnttng publf.:t erl.ttef.sm of t~ sultldal l.ntr~attN 

fouds:, al~d the LOP J.eoomrs. lltC!f own bogen to 

thtnk of fottllng t;oallttons ~t.tb tht! Opposttlon portl&'s. 

tillile exprcsatno eonc:9:rn o~x- .the p~ty•s otoady dftcltno. 

ot\ir.a hltf!$~lf ~nly t!l"guod for a t~olltlesl a111.anco 

With ntJnlrtftlst oppoat.tton pari.t~s.; Hm-."f('JvPr, that t-:.os 

12 
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ra t sr fotehed f.dea and ttte Pal'\y &Dtrepa \~u1d not 

let it bap~n.. Thay roul!s&d thnt 'tlwy hod •cut Off 

~lDP's) nos~ .to sp1~ t.t..~ f~t and tho bleeding h8d 

\•nkenod thtJ. pttrty • fn e belated smro, thq tf:!~d to 

forgo.eom& U1lity in ibn party and ft1.1:e ~ twin olec

ttcms. aut the (luee ttcm ·,.,a$ vlsfl'tht<l' the .LDP t\Ould 

wt1Jwr ar:tay eom;pl~toly' or survive to uphold Japan's 

c:omarvatt.vo politlea1 U'adltlon. 



Lt~al ~~Dtte 
Pa~tt.y ( IDP) 

Jopan Soetallat 
Pal"ty (JSP) 

K~ito (Tho Clean 
GoWJ"mJJnt Party) 

Japan C«MA~ntst 
Perty (JCP) 

~rutle Socielt•t 
P~ty (DSP) 

Now l .. l~r~1 c:1utt 
(N!C) 

Un.l. ted soc tsltst 
~&tic P-'Y 

ln~nflt-ln\6 

v~:teanctes 

Total 

35 

4 

2 

19 

123 

l? 

17 

21 

103 

111 

19' ·.; 

29 

13 

3 

'1 

19 
•• _a c·llt't 1 ~-•·_Iii 1 '\11, Jtfi'RJ !!!I! . • _ · rr .,,.._ 

f!i.t1 ;p., 511 5U 

tltlf.:t&AD D~hU.n., AJ:&. Publl~ !nfoma
ttonltJ:~au, i ~ntstry of vo,..rrlgt'l Affouo, 
Tokyo, vol. 26, no .• lt, Octotmr 151 1979., p.Mt3 

UDi&ISial, tiBDa ( Lonr..lonl, Oetobor 9• 1919 
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ff£ Jum lte0 oloetltm!S to llOt!l lfoU!lf.IB Of the 

Dlot,. ln mnnv wayn • st.1nd a~ an r.poeh~A!~ lft:J (l,~nt. in 

't.t".r~ political history of pest-t:u~ Japan, t:f~ctolly ln 

thft ht.Gtory of thr.t rt~lin.) t.-ibf;J<al Domcr.ntb: Pony. 

~ twin election!! mt only tJnrte hleto7y by 9lvtnu a 

blg push +.o tl'tt1 wllng pMrtv. bm th(1y dlnapprovod 

~ ~~ral ~ !~f t.Mt fotmerv;;ttso ln Japan l'B!J on 

Ute dee:u.~. aut "'d'\t1 ou~e~ wan eancory to all ~-

PfJ.C.~"ltlom. tmtl ~t,dt.cttons, ennflrol:ng t..tw o~nath 

of Cons~~'ltf.:Vt'~ St-Jay ovc'r tho Japi'u'laS& cloc:to~-ate. 

By g!Ving a landsl:ldfo\ v!,ct.o~ to t.l'tP. wllntj pony, 

tt'tn ~lee-SlW onen again provad 1~ .,.c,fr~nc;e fol*-, 

cons~rvntt;m s~J itn unwllll~ss to try· & nowe~ 

r~nt., 

1be oppostt16rt sp>tlf:\Drfld no-ecnftdonee ooUo.n,. 

thf·' tdtht~rawal of ti.up-por't by antl...ohil!'& factions,. tho 

~KJmc~d fall of atd.f'n Gov~rm.!#'nt ard an tnfcrnal 

upll t tn 'tM J:ultng ttarty made Jopanc•,af\1 poll t!c:n an 

t.~r~ttng ~ntl!ng dur!nQ th~ tn$nth of t:ley. aut ~n 

tho mc~1le was ennouneed for th~ twin ~l~etlons 1n 

Jum. m one fl:K~c~d that Japanese pelt tt ~t l!:i go!ng 

to c~t~C' .nm.th~~,. t Matorv short of :mw ~adlcal ~npott.
~Rt. Th& ~sttonn ln th~ mln~is of .. 1~oe polf..Ucal 

. . 
.obtit?~Vn w:"r~ bM-1 t-:ould tht't J~enoso votera fl"~ GC't to 
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ttKt M~v 'f1t1il'nts; l'I0\1 fn thosq o110ttts ~ould tt~fec:t tho 

fortums of Vilrlnus !"'11 Ueel ~u~\les in ~ coun\:y; 

tt~th~t' thn el<~ctorat;r, rd11 aecn!nl'am thP a~ody de

e lining v.~nd ol cof'!Set'Vattve ~rJll 'tks ant{ dtle lgo ~ 

t!nd of ooo..,gt.y role -tn ,,l&pana UMr~r ~ WP .omt 
! ~ 

6ntra will be able to saapn tJtrough t.tm n1ccUons as 

th9y hcd tiOnt" ln 1-.!w Fgvtcn.rt: <+1t>«:tiM$J: \?as s f:oa!t• 

tton goYt?~ftt tn ttl~ ef'fln~ Jf r.c, ~u~t sori of lJ 

coalltin:n gow~nt td..ll tilt!\ bdi t'~"tt 1r.'bU1d ~ t~ 

l\rJPlka+..ltms fu JApOMS& pol.ttteal an."'i otoftOOllc fu~ 

fl~ly wn 4eyn -~~~ .. ., 't~Jln ~l~·ettons, Jap&

nen~ pOlltS.e~; r.ho~d itA~ f:O\Il.T~ ratht::r une~c:'t»dly .• 

~ c:h~ was cettaed by no ot~utr pol"$on than Ohba 

hlf4S~1f. lt t'Jtl$• of COUl"$C-. Mt by t.oppllNJ hiS Gt~ftG 
;; 

polltlt:,a1 :rrlvnl tn thr1 psrtyt lt wa$ not by topoelntJ o 

~Ml"al election npon tho Jcpomsc:r ~l("ctcatc, o~ vall• 

lng td.~~lf from ~ helm of pot~%. Sut ! t was by bln 

or.JA dlaepptr4efant., f~ Ult:o Japenoso polttleal seeno 

fos- MfPr.. 1M ta.tdclon rlaeth of Ob!J'e on 3ttrls· 1'-• chnftt"~d 

thO poU;.t.t.cel atr.:-4.1!;p~~m e~atn. 9tJth tho ~ultng party 

end thft Oppe;sttton fmmd tb~t1so1vas in a ~eu1lsr poll• 

tt.eelll~PMl'De ~ lDP lost it& !0edor 6'\ e Wr.t 

ezottle-{11 jurteture. Th~ opr.o~t tlon ti1as dcpr1Y4!d of ~ob: 
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m;:.l.tt r-lltlc;)l t~t. the atJt\l...Ohirn focttrm~ sUt!dt!nly 

lO$t ~lr ,olltteo1 elm Cl~ft ~fo~ tl'\(1 ft9ht hed m~gun. 

l~'htl!l Ohlra's deeth brought a ~mroraJY tr~e mong t.ho 

w~tnu fnrrt1QJL~ • .n ~, tu~sle &tilr~d ln 'tht:t battt~und 

b('~en dtff{trt'tnt fuettcnn for th~ lender.~hf.p of thQ 

patty. l\t tht~ s~ t~, ·~ usual ttlf;.ttlon l$&-ur)'n \$1'0 

pu!thttd to ~ backgruu~l and th~ rulf.no pa~tv conducted 

th~ ~~~ettomi7!'1~ e~.algn f!,-!'th itlf~ portt!al't of the 

cucp~tl 1~Gd~., .The,uutt lt wfi~ ~.r.~d thAt only n mer

{Jine! i~l'if)u!lf~ ~ulr\ ilCt:fttt! 1~ tl\tt WP ~ugh r.rytlfmt'ttY 

vatf:'s, the ~191ct1on r~sult t:J&reilecl ell e:elcu1atluns and 

-~ttlc\itln&, . Xt. took by surpl'ts~ mt only poll t.lco1 

.. ob$~~rs ~ -tt. oppot~ttlon but nlt;o ttw l"ttling t'srt.v• 
111e el~'t:'t!on «J-iM'! a th~tng vtetct"Y tJ) tll¢t 1.J.~re1 i~· 

~r&Uc Par-'ty w.ith 284 ee~ts l'lUt of 51~ ~;<rats. In tl'tn 

L()tr,!'tr Houtia. In th~ tt~~r l·iottse~,. too. ~ pnr-ty ~e'b~ 

tc-;it!t ~ sf!l'ats. Abt»M ~11, a mw an>~ yn\nt~ lcultlt:"rshf.p 

emnr~JM :tn ttw pn~'ty with tht> f'1f-'Yatton of f.Gnt~o Sta2uk.t 

as t.h~ ~J'e~l<:tent of ~ :rullftt; par"y end ~nc~. the 

Mt~d of 'UftVtt!'tr·~nt. 

tfta s~t~s of ebanty?s et'tftd abr.Nn ~tar~l.t t-t!th 

lf:l1f~ ho~t>1ta11~atlon of tl\(~ 10 YP.t44 old P,:lmP r.!tnt&tet 

~bas euff~d t.n anrly "luRP a tid.J.~a ,_gt. nttaek ~~d~t. 

the <1!~~tton re~"ton for hls pP.rty. · ~UfJh the dor.tors 
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deelr:tted b:im to b0 fr.Jt of dart£}tlr IJM hopod to· dlseh~gB 

hitl f~ htJ~;pl tal wt thin a v~f'At, th:~ubt$ tJC:!Jro l'ai~od 

~ ... .ts~thfir he 'WOUld Nt ·ablf. to eampa1t)n for his porty ·~ 

ev,~n !e~~ tm ptlr\y.. Fur~r, hls ho~pltallzatt.on r0• 

duccd tht:r dtane.fls t1f bin prrrs~tw:tt at. th& Vontcf', tonf~ 

rent{t of tl'it!· lndU$trle..\l~od C~uhtl."IJ"S in .. ~~tldt J~an 

han a 1e~!ng rolf! •. AU tiltla.P. dev~l~ntn f)Ut tho !DP 

tn e pr~tdle.~nt, ~spgclally ~n tt t~ flgbt.1~ f• 
I 

&ttmtival. 01d.rn. ~vcr, U$t~cl hb ho~ltnl bed to· 

~fftm hts dft•rmt.nntton to !t.tad t~ patty am appen1tKt 

to voWJrti to support the UlP for po1.1tl~a1 ntabtltt.y • 
. 

Ho said, ~~ ~uunti:y \'IIOuld be plun~ tntb n peJ>lntl of 

po11tl~lll lmtablllty !f tho Llb~s-a1 ~~~~ts f!)lJ.ed 

to n-tatn ~lr: m~jort.ty tn tbt~ ~~ Hou:tta·. ~l't'! ln 

,., other party \'iltkb 1& c~h1~ of numing th.r) c::t.ttmV\t 

th~ugh: ~ ~ tlr,~"~ aMt'td. t am dt-'b•l'ffll,.d to rf>9lin 

·my ~alth raft $lOOn ar, poss!bl~ and l~,a(! tJ.lp p-ty to 

vt.cto~ .. 1 But. hls optlnltts ~gan to f~ ss hls ~ondl• 
tlon fat lad tn lmp.roVft ~n af~r t~n er•.mto.l d~. ftts 

t\'Wn aftmtUMt~nnt h'bt that Juf h$d ut.wn up hopC~ of di• 

t'C'tettng thP l:'ttlbtg p:'ll·ty1 ~t t:r..npatgn stbngt.he~ 'tho 

ge~J>~1 ~lif.tf tJult tlf! t1BS unltk .. ly to at~nd tht"f v~nf.c~ 
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S~l t of Jt.M 2'-. Poll ttc~ 1 Qbsnwc:rs and f¥.'m modta 

bf.!gan to mako thnll" uau&l predlctlons ~ o . .,aculsttoM. 

1ltn Japan Dt:oadcnsttng Corpf)ratton (~JI:f\ll.Plsa&l 

pradletcd ibat the amounttt~nt t:Ou1d make e·tzoeon!Jous 

itTpc.ct nn Japan's pclltlcal struttu:rc0 4t a june~ 

•n t1w t!•ullng party stood ln da~l' of loatng S. ts 

Qt30!"lty ln both MouseG ef Dlet, ~ llP:ibL~~~bim!mD 

docl~d that Oblre ~411 ft~~ tt dlffieul~ tc 7te!11le!n 

ln ~~'· If ·~ csn not ettotld thct: $umrDlt en« folln to 
e~algn for th& elaetfmtn. ~ p~r ftwn spcculotad 

t.hreo t~s as pe~siblr.- ~un~ndDJ~e for it\o p~ty· loe

dersltlpt Yltsuhlro t~kOS(tne.. fo~ 5eti'Ct.ery Gorore:J. 

of ~ pnny,. Totthlo 'tomoto., tt fo~l' f,lf.nt&~J!' of 

~i'nRt!on.al Trod• 4.1ttd Indu!itry. ana ~~'l"hl f.ltyna.o.t:a. 

a fOft'lOr utnf..e~r ·of For{l-lgn Affnt:ra.2 t1e~l1Cl en 

oplnton ,oll c:ontlucW by L1ainS&bl ~imllm shot::od t.bdt 

only 21 pnJt ctJnt out of 3000· voters t;uppor-tod ~ Ohb'a 

govar~nt and 46 pet" r.ant refusod to e,uppo~t tt. • 

. rn short, the t)tObJ.nms ~--l)~d by Ohtra's hospl• 

talJ.zatlon and tim dee1lnlng J)(JPulel'f.'ly of the pt.4"'\y 

.end 90\ffl:!.mc~nt t1Dftlrni 'U'lo WP leed~hl.p end at#'eftgtl\f'nc.'ld 
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thell" tm1i<rf that thf'3 t)arty t70S going to los.-, tho otre• 

tion. Fw~~ ftfntr·~n was eai$Qd by a $\atamtint t1sde 

at thl& t!~ by ~ 1-'Ynslden"t of th~ ~riul Jopm 

FQ.dcr.\rtl~'!'t of tc:o$.-~c; Organict~~tuns.. th'bt.~ loohlne . 
· ~ut. s'- thei t•polttleel dn~·oornUon of ~ I.DP ~tDming 

f~~ \h~ polttlt:l3ns• st:l!flsh lunt faY ~r and GDtleJ"• 

t'tul ne\"J ~&ident rmm..,noo tbe:t hC \"bt~ld not cere for 

tJw 'formality' or CJO\Itll'ft"~wnt so long as tho ocormo!c 

&'f$'trnn W3& rnatntolmd~ h stotemont e:1(~#1Y iftlka

~d th.:''l ~ bu91Mss eomnunlty d'd.cb h~ al~yr; $...,.. 
pol'ted the ccumat:'V;•tlw p..'ll''\y,. wa~ alec expPet.tng n 

. change. "nd ,.,as· o~n pnrp~lld to ~leoma cnv fG:fil of 

9(1WJtnnent D$ lunu 11t; t~ in~et.«t ~1'0 PJ'O'tttctad. 

Ubll.tl t.'fltt!!'r/ ~ ~ tbiftld.n~ thot ttle:ro t1mtltl bo 

on ~m of LDP's 25 10ars old ~ltV;J.o.pnrty ~ul<'i ln Jcpan, 

Ohlro dlCld tn early h~s Of June 12. Thllt e~;.rt.Gd a bo•· . 
ttildt1rtng pttli tteol tt.l:t..U(ltlon. The tlalnt\t#Patl fatttOM 

1n tho WP Wl)fi, loft \dt.h no leadt»f1 en Tanaka was f\Ot 

a fOJ"Ool ~mber. of th~ pG%tyt ~ mtt . ...aotmunB!n f.ae. 

tlons lost th~lt fae\tono1 ~lval. 1'M op~ttton ~ 

~i.VOfl nf' th~t:r poltttt:al ~.l"{t~1t. ~ pJ:edJ.ctt;on 
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~OM to c:h~eo. %t wss ~mrDlly capeet9d th!lt the 

*t:ttb of the ~t.li.CJ-f: ~ld M1p the J:Ultng pGJ:ty f.n 

~t.ttm.J sort~ vo't.v& t~a the Jnpartos~ trnttltt.onclly oyo. 

p~'\hlPt~ \Csith thO dead. 'l'befi.e Mpfittntlonn ~~ -shared 

by etVP.J"Y oppc,u;J..tlcn lttn&t. Yoshlh.otm.t Take lrt, thab• 

m~n of ~ K~lto, zm:l Hldeo t»n• founde.,- loatler of 

~ tltnnll Unlted Soctaltst DG®erstte PdtY (USDP), 

admlttod thfi!:t Ohll-o'fl death t~uld t:Joke a tubn\sntlal 

Aep.nct. t~:htl~ atknm-;iedgl~ t~ posslblllty of stmh 

sn. impact in f evnlC' of tbr> mP. ths oth~·r mojCJ! oppo• 

sltion l~a!lorn wor.nt?d ttto lllflctornto of dangt1r~,;. If 
• e 

it tlltod tm.·mrds LOP. 1'1\n Japan Soctolf.st. PGHV enlof, 

lchto Anukata,. t1n:rmd thll\1 •wn nhould not tl\K!Ctmb to· 

ll"f aonttl'X'~ or· ~tt.on, but iro~ad ntr!VC to Geeh 

~ ~aplo's cool ht>n~ ilnd ~+..%1«%\ ju:l(1e.t•n't Gf the 

LOP ln ~ oloctt~. 11m JB}'lan Ccn:muPtat Pm:ty tto~, 

l<onjl. l\S.yan»to Sald thot. ~ l'OI''tf had ~no f..ntontton 

of softentmJ lts ortglml oloctton strategy o~ blt:tcs-ly 

etk:eklno tho JJ)pA .. 
4 

Bos:t:don.;_, tbrJ oppo:attt~n ptttt.ten• bardlt.M ,Olley 

ftt!t to otv~ rmrn charco to WP to ~XI'lolt Ohb'1.f9o death. 
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d Oft& ~t!lly &ntlclf).t~d D mt~.Jor shift tn votca'a1 bt

bavtour. On ttttt othor tu;;nd, it .an eJCpOc~d that Ohtra•M 

death t~uld eauso r.»!!'¥! ?mblems to tim r.ultno party. 

stne~ i'hP party t$9· nnv"r kn~-m fo:r l to lnttrmnl eoho• 

stun. the tnnvt~le leadox-&hlf.J tunsla t"JOUld load to 

~ Party's df.slotl.~tratton. In .feet tho fec·tf.ons bngan 

to ~Mbt.l.ls ~u stnngtb fer ~ l.o~l'shtp, etr••oolo 

wlt.hln a ftlV1 dayo otter <ttlra's death. tJhllo tho 

1'mMk~,.;(Jhftn fectlnns projf.'c~d Kt.lt.hl Mlyegmm au 

tim~ e~mlidttte• tt'ti MUtl f.actt.~n noflOd Toshto ~-. 

an lts c~.ntlttlate. Pttkt.lda ~ttl! ~ntQJ'taf.~d hopo th~t 

I'm may 8fUin be ~e&lkttl to l~nd the pcrty ln thtt lnto

r~:~st. of &tabtlity and r.ont!nutty,. l.Jek890,. • tit.o t1&a 

hoed of his om faetton• wns ul$b tnwl'eat~d ln 90tttng 

the top pady .. ~,. 

Hstt"som•t uw tJIJ& cJrl.t.tc-'1 In so fa~ ee ld.·s shtft 

olth~ur t'JSY ~ould ·be dof!.lnlva. ttts orm charceo mrn not 

briGht hut 'th.n 46 mnmoors of bls faetton t~ ecsrt.alnly 

in e J,C,S!Utm to deet~ mo m11 ~ ~· lot'lder-. Tho 

Fukuda, Mlkl Dntl Nshngawa fat.tlonn tftlth supported 

Tonbio Kot!1a~. had en votp.s e& aoattDt tho· 99: CtmtroUed 

by t~nattn am Oblre fncttons.-
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tho ~;;u:ring facttons ocenptoa·i o 'teoptJJ'CMY 'tzoues .• 

Puttlm.J etde their f netlonal feuds, tho Psty t.oncluctori 

t'M al~.ntlon c~i)etgn jointly ~lt:n ~ t·u""ral portJ:i\lt 

of Oh1.t.e as ita banMr. tt?otle~ llltQ Futr.udn, l~tfsl en~ 

'~tu:nom ~alled for $Ui)peJ:t to ~ J!Ol!cteo foll®mtl by 

Oblt'D. ~Y t'1~d against ondtng the parl.y'n 25 yom: 

old ~ule entl ela~(' that o ettalltion goVt'rn::Jttnt t:nuld 

~sult ln po1lU.ea11.uroo11 of ttlo ld.oo ': .. :Rt~d\leb 

ttnly t<J® f ~us t".ttor.-~' trer;u~nt cl'ul~H·~ in ummf1'l!SOnt . 
bo..li h~rod ~ lnt1uat.ria\ grOt~Jth of tho ecul~. 

Opinion f)Olln eon;hJr.ted by thO J'ttpanono Atoodcoo t-
·' 

tng Corporation (Jilt) fi~estod thfJ LOP was eertot.nly 

going te c.}f!t •avrl'ntl1y1 voton but. ytred1cttld th~t the 

11\m'teUf.' wtor tJas ~otnu to apt fo:t n bJ"Ond eooli tlon 

eooprtsing the LDPt PSP and KOOO'lto. 1'he s~e poll olno 

shownd tfu)t on op¥JOtlf.tton t;ealltion of .. lSP, DCP tlfd 

K~l~ was f avourod by only 10 ~r cont o1 ·tho votern 

SUIV~~tt. Th& JSP-JCP a11t.ence ~· profo~d by:f'less 

than 5 per e~nt votera • 

AJ.ttuaugh tht> tdea of o cool.ttlort t".HlS t1.f.clo1y dlt• 

cusf;Ud by the t10tlio1, lt wan r:vtc!&nt that ..,no hod my 

tdeo ebau't tm~ tt)ulcl bo ~ MaSt viab1~ co all ttr;:m. 

1Im ~o mn-C~!ot opt1()s1ttcn p.nr\!os• vt: • .:SP, 
\ ' 
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DSP and t~t.to ~wo thouqht to ~ tho· rooet likely eoa

lltlon, but tbel:r dif f(t-1'9n£PS ~I' Cttrqln r,J:<ltka1 tn• 

suus llh~ s~curlty an!l national d~fnner~ .:1arn so t1tdo 

that it~ ltiJi)ttnsS.bht for t-hott to eott? torptlm tn e 

conlitton. 'tM JSP s~l for thO abmgatton of Japan

us Seeurlty Pac-t, mutl'nllty anti rils~nt. . ·'~'he 

p~1rt.y de~cribOri lts polt~v es nm of ·~d muua!ttv•. 

othcrrr. t.~rf} mol"~ o~ lN1s tft a ttOdd to c:tntlofif) ~ e;~r-.u• 

rt ty arra~)F'~~nt end t.teet:pt tt~ $'lf d""~neo fOJ.'C~G IJb 

MC~n~ary,. t"he ~X:P &f.ootJ fOI' tlilf'~JPtd.A') th~ SOCU!'l'ty 

u"aty nnrl frneatn~, ~ tt~lf cktfoncztl fnrtt~u &t le')•ar.o 

mt.!n-. 1hm. th~ m'lta!Jttnlt•tle vt~wa of ~ nwjor appotsl• 

tlcn pei"ttue on Japan's fOIXlign polltiy en:tl de£r>nno ~11• 

ey, vt.rtua11y lli.,~la nn ~xelustve OP"'.tit•n ftonlS:tltm 

ftOft'limilm'l~. :t't lomt{~d f".S if 't.h~· only ~~k &bl~ eonll• 

Uon tJas that of n~ o:- \te llko-mlt"dO:J oppos.t tion pt#• 

tt.t!s am tJw JDP. Thn OOP f.n fact took tht\ int.tlct.tw 

fm" sueh a eoelt t.tcn. On JunP J.ft1 t..be DSP lcr.:!nr 

Ryos~u Sasak1 ~tcp~nsOd his l"4!11~ft()ns to nnwr into 

e eoalttti"in Of)VE!rnr~nt t?!th ~ LOP. The fo11o.1tng 

day, flft(\ of ~ LDP lt;aSt!r.s and e eGndlda~ for tho 

P#'lm tU.ntetP.ruhtp,. favourably tff.l~ponel~d to thO l.tta0 

by nsyin9 that an a11lanct> t»ttleen ~ n::p .om ~ U':P 

r.:ttuld pr.twidc Je;pl1rt dth a strctnu {IOYP~~. 
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~ m/JMQI' ;f.n \~deb ttm Ohuo 9fJV&rf1¥tnt fo 11, 

tn-.a pt~~y &tzife t·4ihin too WP OJYl tM nppa~ent oppo

si t.lon unt ty qa~~a~d n gi'Pat. deal of !nt~I"C'Gt -~ 

JGP~n•u frtomls and A111(}a,. J\1 thtntgh,. tJ't~y hed no rca• 

non tD ~11~'\m 1'.h:,1t t~ WP "~u1d not t.m •ln_ t6 umte: 

enough n~ntJ"tb to return to po~~. they feelrt1d that 

Jap~ft mt9ttt ~ t!n~rtng a ~~loti of pDltUeo1 !notr.blltty 

,end t.l'd.s mi.tlht in turn nffect it~. i'ie.onmny. And tltP.i.r 

fear t1ml not. :entb*t-1y untoumed tn vlcw of 'thO po~ 

sM\~n-1 of t.'tw· pgty 1n the •.7~~i'nd.J.79- &re:c~ions ;~~~the ;party 

had not. -anly fa11()d to ~t trrVPn e &!mrtl(.l ~ortty bUt 

tts sha-o of wtal. vott:'& tJOllod had be(:'n fal11n~h 

The count.Jy ~nt to the polltii on Jum 22., 1990, 

A$ it t~ thP fttst t·W.J!' doub~ vloctlon ln. pes~ 

JnfJMt thft tt).()t;WrB v:t~rn ~:0 ~1r.JCt 5c11 rtW.%'0 to tho 

113~r Housn (Ho~e of R~res~ntattvcs) ant! 126 tn-f&mbo#'& 

to ~- !Jp~s- Hous" (Houne of c.~u~tllorn). S An e&t.£-o 

oatod SJ· td11ion out of Sl mt111on e11oiblo ve~rs 

flo~kod the 50.,000 ptt11.ln..') booth!i s~ed ov~r" ·thn tauntry,. 

The~~~ 835 eandtda:tA1"S tn ~ reec'l far tho 911 oeato 

of the ~, Jfa\ISO; aRt 115 espuen~ fM' t.tte 126 t~ 

Hmtoo Seuts. 1'hcl turn tN~l' of vo~ \'189 6. 56 ~r cent 
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bl~~ than the tum. out for the ~t"ua ~ Mount 

oloctinn Mld tn Oc::to~l' 19791 nnd 6.69 per eont hl~~ 

'thrtn that of ~ 19?7 t~l' Hatt~o elttc:tlon. 

tho el~ctton ~osults ~ail~d o11 cel~'lons 

and ~dtr.ttonn of ek-etlmt obs~:r~t~n., 1'htJ Llbc~al Po.

rxw~atte Pany srmpt batt'. to ~t \"Jinntnu a eltu.1:r and 

c.omfoJ"~~ ~Sority in tl~ Houso of 1\Pp~&~ft~tl\mS 

on 1 i",.s own. Oy e1aptto:!nu '-94 $oot~. thc:t eonsol"Vl'ltlWb 

confou.,.ci th~ e~lt1r;s rut'l dashed the hopes of tt~ appo-. 
a:i t.ton paJ!"tlen of enmln{f to pOtJ)r tn ccall tlon. t:t. Ut 

an f~ssl~ <Jilin cf on adtlltlonol 36 oon1s.,. tho t:ultng 

psty r.spiutfilct tUlnttol: of all 'U'I& 16 Stttrcling f'..otltll.tte•~ 

of the llfM't tm:lch 'f!an ~CftSSEJIY for &mooth 1C91.t:t1at!V& 

t:nrsimms. 

1bo WP ~Cf)l~ 36 moro scots tlt tho O"PQmlO of 

tt\Q JCP:, OSP• ~ito and ~ lnd~pe~ht$. Tho JSP• 

bar~ly ma~d to ~~taln !to ~~-<ll$~&lut!on strenoth 

of 107' St1nts. ~~sttngly ttw t(LC• th.t\t nplinte~ 9ftiUP 

of ttm J»P We'$ ·~ only oppo~1t1nn party \'w'ble'h lt!tprowd 

~~ posltlon frt'm 4 to 12 1il~ets. ~tmcm~1 thCl ot.h<'tr appo

&it.ton pnr'tltls• 'tM r~lto'li l~ss t1otJ ~avy. it los-t 

2! of ltt? 59 sost.s in the ~ovtous HoUse. 1'ho JCP lc!')t 

lO af l tn 39 tw;1tt~ ncc:uJ:ed in -t!'lo last ol.ect.lon, '!he 

om> hnd to e;u~f·nder only 4 fletat.o out of t1t.t1 3G Getnts 
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It \13$ holding~ 1h:Q minor ~DP tc'PntV*ld t. 1:$ ponS tt.on 

fi'Or3 2 to 3 a&ats~ Tho ~.x of our:ecnstul t~n-. 

dents alr10 ft!ll f'J:om 19 to 11. 

tn ·tho tlppol' nouttt e~ettons also the comoi'Va

ttve perty Improved its s'trena,th. 1M pe&"ty tncrc~d 

·it.!'\ pos:itton frm 124 to 135 by ceptul'ifr.J ll ecdn mora. 

Tho JS.P 1o&t a o·f tts fi2 seats f.n ~ pre-elr.etton s~ 

tnu~ 1tm Km:x?tt.o lout 2 eoatscr t.hun redttelh9 ttt; ~p

rottontattnn ln tha \tppor Roucn from atl 'to 26. Tho· JtP 

los-t 4 m:tats tirom it.& Jll'~-e1octton standing of 16 ~enta,., 

The ru. loot tv,o. of tts ~~vlaus 4 eeata. Only tho 

DSP lmpJ:oved ~~ s~ng\h s l.lghtl y by gatntng OnP r~ 

neat, to, mal:~ t.h~ total 11 •. 

1ft the tomJ: t-to~o, ~lt:~etlon. the UlP obulnod 

47.t ..,, eent of 't.IW vo~s caa1. aw.t S..f).6 pe:r· cent of 

b· seats.. Stlnlbrly1 In the Uppe~ House ttt& patty 

&<lr.UJ~fld abOut 43 pu- cmnt of ~o vo~s ~ast. In ~IT.I$ 

of both wtP.s t:;10tl end seattt ga.lr&~ttd in thlG eloetlon, 

the plli'\V had rega.l.md l ts 1969 ~sr House G'Wength of 

2e!· SfUlts• and fteel'\md 47 .6..1 ~r cent of th~ w~a~ 

1'hia •et~eu.t~r vtetot:Y wan tll:t the t~e comtln

etng tn ftff\.'1 of ~ fee't that in tJ14), :electl01'1$ ~ 1076 
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cmd 1979 tho pax-ty wes eblo to get only 41.19 poi!' e"nt 

~ntl 44.t.'9 ~r :tent wtnn1 rnnpe·cttwly f)fltl t-JGtl not able 

to gnt evan. n atQ1)1~ omjorlty. On both occi'J!)!cno• it 

hocl to tncluet tndep;-ndnnts t..nto tJ\o pr,r\y for a n!mplc 

ca.3orlty in· the J~r ffou~n. In thP U~r Utluso :Ct'..Or• 

tng also. ~ pnl'ty ltnproved t ts ~mngth by elewn 

Sf).ats. lr:!'fon, ol(letlon. ~ pflS"ty hlld only D p~ 

tbln mujm:l.ty of '- n~~t& tilth 124 &Qat$ agctn&'t tho 

eorottned oppoat. tton &tzcnt:Jth of 12' ~n~ ( slt$ v;een

ct.•~s tnd.fi'tPd at tha timP of ~ lc1cttun) ., 

Sa~,.C\1 l'en&am ta:'tZe put f~~d by p::tll-onal:ytl~l'e 

and political Ob$nJ:"Vars far thtt J.DP'o tmP.xpoc•cuy 

sb'on:g dtowlng. f.~e't ob~rvors cl 'tPet ~ p~yehologle.el 

Jq)ac:t of Obt:ratt1 ~ut.kkrn tl«:1t~e1 as one of the moln na... 
sons far ~ tm>•a ric:torv. ~sttion lf'sdoro nueh 

ali XP1" F..an3l fAlycrmto., t_.oo, f!ubtif:rlbetl to tbb vtGw. 

AeeorcU,ng: to hto 0tta~ ntliR;l ~tv•s t)a1n eould bo et•, 

tt-tbutnd tlirffetly to ·t~ sud®n death of t!r Ohtra, f~ 

~ o~nttlon'o e~:potQn bod buen dlJ"t!ctc"'d soatmt blo."-6 

Yoshto Sakur~hl, See~~...(kln$1"111 of the l.PP DIDO 

o~ed th(tt, Ohtra*s tk?ath had 1.nfUm.rtet'!d U't~ outeo?ml' of 

thft el~cunn, adding that~· $boUld ~•~" tbls .ad 

not bme~ nrrogan't flO\'.f • e~ baetr. in pot~~ • 1 

~------................ li~-~ 
1. 

~t.pr Hazalhurst, ttspoc~tacular tlin foX" Japan's Rultng 
P~t :l.bt.~l (LOndon),. 24 Junn 1900 

t:.uo~ in ~JW.d 
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It ta true that Obtra•$ dcu:r\h ln thrJ midst of tho 

e~tlon e&tlPai(Jn Wll!l erodt~ t"ltth attracting u li~rge 

ftumbPI" of sympathy votf~s for 1-~ party. But l t. \~uld 
' 

not have "f!<n ouch if th& party 'had not fully utl11zod 

thO uituatton. ~ UlP• \.i:Oll aw~ of 'tJU! tradttto~11 

'tgfldcney atlftWJ th~ JapanPSe t.o nympsthtse v;!th ~ deed, 

~fllgnt'd ~tr cd.tlf:ttun esmpetgn to arouse ~_:,ttonal 

f@¢)lf.nus. to t!W· ABx~. tly ustnn • furPra1 portJ:al-t 

of Olltro 65 •~ pnrty bonnnr, ~ WPm~ u~f:t of ~ 

psyr.Mloglr.sl factor. ~~w~:. by edopttng a ~ey 

Uuee, th~ f,oe'tlonal d\iefs \"JStrfr dtll~ to c:nnvtnc~ tho 

c:l.l<:ttu'ai» thttt t!K>y burt«~ tht11J:" diff~rc:tntt?tl tn the 

walw of Ohus•s death. thltl i,ntprQ~&lon abo helt»d tho 

paJ"tY to td.n bach thtl ww:r& tA\0 \'"~" di.&~Ctwd tr:~lth 

thP ~onstant fst.torial f~ud$ ln ttt.' p.~rty. 

Ano't'ht:J" ~tant ~ason for ~ L~P'a vlct..tmy 

was ~ ~f.tlon' s f o11urtt t~ nk.1.he us• of tN> oppor. 

tunity \!~t.eh tht::y fit\ally got. ntt,s wan th~ ft~s ~ gem• 

re1 el~Ction tn Japanese ,ollttr.ol hteto.ry tn t'tllcb tho 

opposltt~ and thf' wll~ party ~P1"0~1 ln oqual ba!l'lfte'o. 

In ell pJ!'f!rious elt~t~Uom, ttl~ cpposl Uon caqpatgn \1BS 

td.trmct nt f!•td.nu 'thP l'td. iflfJ pai!''Y* s fat lbi'n In ed&p"tlm.J 

c~~taln SCJC!l~conoml~ ~nslQl'{'s ff!ll' h mlfah of tho 

~lo t'lt1d pol! t!eol t.C'l"t~Unn t.n ~ zu U.~ p~ty. 
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But f.n thts oleetlon tim sttu.otton t1cs cnU~ly diffo• 

tont. , Th() ru1tnQ partytc;, !nflutincD was ot ttn lat-1 ebb. 

Tilrf f"lPJ'CP- fecttona1 rtv~ll'Y £'~actwd o pof.nt that the 

party t.?a$ about to npltt any t!Ortmnt, "i1U! ~~tnl tcp. 

a't.rntllon wan er"l'l~d thn\ the pt!r\y t:es golng to loono 

~ ~:w~tton am a t:nalttt,on gcVt-t"~nt t:euld rq;,la«~ 

tbP Cntf part.y ~ule in Jn,an. For th., ft;rnt tl~ the 

OpP<JSt.tt,nn esn:t~d out thfl c~nl,gn m~ tho slognn of 

a c;;~'lflfjfl in f:)Ovc~~nt DS i u p1'lt'1l\11'Y goal. It t-:as ccm

ttlGn!y known that o coali·tton was abno1utely ftt"CnnrUl&-f 

l'&~l.~ss of 1 ttl stk~• lf thtt opponl tton tmre to gain 

nontn>l of 'thtl ~rft;!l'ht. Consequently the call for a 

coalition government was heard throughout the campaig9. 

nut the ~sittt>n pfaatt.ns fat.lod badly to J)rOjf'!ct 

o mtte1 of s stronn en:! Vltlb~ c:oalttton eapablti of Jtttft-; 

nlng tJm eoun'tTf's Gff eire ln eese t1w rultno po.-ty f atlod. 

ldGOlo~tr.at dlfferf'ncas, mutual pi'Pjudtt.~s., perconol 

pl"l)fG~MCOSt G'tc 11 t pullatl bf'ck th~ g&n.?l'al ln~e:robt of 

th~ ~!tltt.<'Jft untty. Ultlmt1'tely• thP Gpf)OSi~l&n p#*n 

apponl for, a etta~ tn ~~nt W&.f'l J:Oj(.tet.ed by ~o 

Ja!'~tle f'!ec:oto~ate. 

'J'hn ~sttlon partl<-?JJ dtd forge o nUem:J ol!tmce 

ettnprl$.lng of ~ut; oajor opresttton pBr"'tf.bn, ootrlY in 

th•! Y<'nl't tn vt.ew of tho corn1119 UpiJO:r Hctueo O!C'c'tlorl$. 
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s~.neo hnl~ of thR 2e2 ~~r Houso Otlots '~ro tt:Jtlin'.l up 

fo~ nl.nct.l*'n on .a ~ga•lar. boatarx/ ovn~ f'Jtftn ~am. each 

p•tv us~d to get ~nougb 'ti~M to p~p~ fo~ ihO oloc• 

tton. 1ho opootflt.ten pertl(~s usutl11y J~~;o ,ol!tleal 

alttaneP~ enrl &~jus~nts by ov~rloo~ .. tttg part}, dlfft11'e1~ 

entt. Thl.!>!r rt.lilln el~ t-.was t.o eonsolt.date moJtt.oo.s oppoel• 

ti¢)fl votne mt! ccptl~r~ f1'!l~~ seats in t.lm U~r Mouse. 

':'hr-n 'tho\" tk~le a eoalltf.on ~nrly in thQ yPar, ~u 

or!glno~ pl~n \16S t,c, Q~.r~nt \~Jlth an fllt!C'\l on eoelf.., 

Uon only for thfl nr)~r JIC\UJt} lo~e1 constltuonet«'*D tilth 

~ &Is of f~lnu e $~n~ ~Qnlit.tun tn anot'.htt~ thrt!e 

yearn 't:ln» •n V\G <jflnt-'1'ttl Crl~c;ttons \•l'n to bo hold 

In hbmal cauJrot~. :tn any e!l~P ~Y dld no\ sntt.ctpate 

4ft ~d.latb un~r.al t!lc-e-tlcn. et ttw pr()Vl0Uf1 e~~:ttOft 

\'1nG h-n1d only· fev: &lDnt.hs earlte-r. to •. tllf' c:oallt.ion 

eh~atv fom&d tty t1ltt JSP, Komlto nnri DSP dl.d not ~t 

out tn d~ta11 a blurt p'l"int of mnt n cooll.tton govtYrn.· 

rJt?nt ~ttld ~;lbo :U.kt!. But thCi UMXJH'C~l fell of Ohtra 

govr.rnrJNlt .Mttt thr annuunt~~nt of ~J' Ht,use t!lactlC1'tS 

&lmult&~nus!y wi. 'th tllP UpJ.JQ~ Hm.tse P-lottl~ ·coueht 

~ ~$lt1on na~tnu. ft. unusual iqJo:r.t.f)nr.n at.'ttj$od 

·to tbiJ l~r Hou~~ Glect.ton ln vf.(!JtJ of tht> rullnt) pacty'& 

t:Oitk pt$£ t.lon f'or.eP.tl the oppOni. tton partifte to change 

~!.f.' pttlittc.sl pd¢ tt~tJ abruptly.. l1ie Uft~J.*Gl ~D• 

etft'n tba• tM· ruling ,.,ty tiauld los~ ~ <'fleet.£ on 
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beeousa of lts Otm fault 'tlmlptod ov~rv oppooltlon pony 

to tb£nk -ebout OtJXlr:'Jlsl~ I. ts gatns elol'll. ih\t$, loek 

of tt.~ end ·oxpotl$ncr,., eouplfld tdth cnnflt.cttng tntezoosu 

of ear,h cppont tton pnrt.y ttnd df.vo!.'gen~ "lo~ on to'POJ'

tant policy oat.~J'a, thrt!t-J u- t"/1\olQ ~:) id&tl of en apposl• 

tS.on coa1t-t~on tnto dtsanay. 

'1'lvt ~cpol'ary i',:f'tltiO ob&ei'Vtld by tho p..'ll'ty f aetlons 

fo110\'4ng Ohtre•u doath I!'P.vtved .,.s ;•)thnt JDP oay do 

\":011 in t.ho g.J.octton and 't0t.1)'tod nos Ol)pOnt~on 'J)Grtltdl 

lilt~ ESP to tay fox.· ,a r.oaltts.on tJ1th ··tM rultng puny., 
Fv tim DSP• t.hts t.1~ s pe:rff'ctly logt.cal s~ to tako 

D$ ltG pa:llr.S.c& t:'r'.Jte tdentlcal t1l th thn wlt.ng p~y on 

so!n'O ~"tnnt. lnsmts. On tho o~r hond, tht~ d~lop

oont ~a~r,nbd ~('! Cd\JSe of opnosl tiM unl tv onci tho cbaneon 

of 4n cppo$1tton eotDlltton fPW»~nt. the ll'Ullng pony 

utl11se-td thts occot~lon and tried t.o ~ottvl~t'l tho J'opiJftone 

elucwat.o thnt a vow f(.)J' tho opposition \-'1a0 m vo,f.e 
of polt·ttcG1 tnswblllty in ~Tapan. 

Jt ts obvloun thnt the- el~ewetn was not trnpraosed 

by the ldoo of a coalltlen ~~nt. It boll~~d ~ 

the type cf cool I. tlcm ttttch thO opposl tlon twd in ~I'd 

npolt o \'10Dk fOJ'rl of tJQVc~nt r.m:1 ~rnfor~ o~olnst. !.ts 
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tmenuso thtry tff"ft eonvlnced that o muth voon~d plnn 

for e coalltton govn~mnt tmttld "'t. pmvtde ~ Cl.'uM• 

rt tdth ~t.nbt.ltty~.9 

V~tous pelt..tie.al scienUnts also suhse!i'bed to 

tbtt vtflW th.nt a wnl!.ttan gove~t a1ant polttS.eol 

1nstnbtllty. t.c.--.ct'4"dlng to fthlo tlatan:ltbe, e polf.'\lr.o! 

uctentbt.tt, tim rultniJ p~ty1'a vtt:toJ'Y ~was a vote agotnst 

lt'$tabl11.ty., ·Thfr· rultnu party has b&en taln~d by o 

~*..- ~f f tnnnetal sc:ahdaltl but votf!n &upflOr~ thu 

~ottSOt1fa\1Y«'S l~C,nU$P ~ ;s1V1nta.tlWJ t3$.ght hrN& edgod 

't.tto eountzy t.nto em <'lr.a of ~olltleal unc:ertn!nty«". 9 

Jlt)inft#eing th1s vlofl1, a no~ polf.Ur,.al co~Jrt!ltor., 

. ttoidti K&t14tlura. pg.lnted CQt thnt 0~ floating voto 

't'~td.eh t!r;ltfttl thP. baioncff 1n fevour cf thb rullfM) p.-ty 

t¥an lnfb~nc~d hy t.h~ tJlJ"&at of tnstabl!tty than~ 

eons~at.t\m fJf'l tctP-&0 • JO A!~, the · r.tmt.it~UGUS .;rulo of' 

a ~ingl~ Pf)lltieal perty for . ..., ~half ~c~n. tho 

ee~tz alr.ec1e it hod brought sh9ut end the ,olltlell 

stdtllttv l:t etM.ur~d \\$lM lf:g~ino't e n(»;; ••r!n'!nt bnl~ 

8 thJOt41td ln ~lr Heaelhl.G!&t• n.6, 

9 !10ter Uoae111urt~t. 0 Lln1nu tJp to Plll t~ mtko1 t:J 
Sh®sft. ll't£, l~ (London). 25 .Juno 1990 

10 aw 
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~tot! tflth a coalition. Fln3lly, th.'l Jop(lno~n °ot'tltude 

tb~ ~'~ te ao~thin; fl\Mt;Uonubk• nbout. eoallt!On ts 

~valent both antJftD ptllitl:;al loaders erd to en evan 

. g~"t'Hi~~ degr~e ~ng t.hr! ~ulr-ttton tn ~wra011 tt'l!nz.d 

against tho opposit!on,. 

OM· otnPt: faett.lr dtl~h nel,ed ~ J'UilnG p~l'ty 

~lt$ ,Its ebt.tlf!>n t<tzn\¢:·gy. ay .auet;et~&ful!y lntn~nvtng 

c~~td.gn tt«:ttvf. tl~$ far both tho Upprttt and 1.G;Jrt ltouoo 

~1ilcttonu. tt. LDP WmJ ablQ. to dlg up CJI'~Dik:~ l'e$tn."Wlf.\ 

of SupJ»~t then it hnd ~ond tn thn pr{\\flcus e1oct.tort$ •. 

On tl\11 oth~l"f' hand., ttw. oppesttlon t'artt~s• at.toopt to 

cat;>e19ft on. tld\"C!~ dlff~rPnt. l~wJ.s. o~1~0:ttt51V • for 

tim t.one'*' House, ~ t,lt,tlunal C:ons~ltut-Jney seat~ and 

th~ Loeal C>onatitl!QJ1CY f»ttat$1. ln tM t.~ J~u~ - prowd 

'tc· bo too hltavy tt ~n. Even hlt)hly O!"gDnlZ1ld pOll• 

ttta1 pi'll'~lGGt :t;uett a$ 1tte JCP md th~ K~t:to ~Jto unnblo 

'te tz.'fl:)b1111tfl 'tl\Ot.r. full stl'entJth fw all throe ctectton 

~~~lo. · In e-ontr.':IS't, by 'the doub1f' o!action. th~ IJ)p 

eehl~vod thr: (Jt:i§anl:atinn of ho:ri£01\tel pr(*sr:nwo groups 

tn thtt ttppe.r nous*' el~tten mt.1 of local intfl~t f.n 

tb8 ~~ Hous~ ~!ectton. 

11 
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Soot.dOt¢,. tbQ e1!m4tO a.tso feVOUI'o:t tho ~Ullng . 
p&J'ty this tf.tto. 1.\y ulvintt a nunny day, the"' tttJahr 

godn •t.w: _, C.QJ'i1pfi'fm8fs tho WP mat U"toy hnd dont.od 

bm t.tr a hf'fNV dm-~.- Oft ek>ctton day tho: p.r~vtoua 

ye.ar:.. Set:mmfl of tht:- flttft ~mat.iw~r.-. tht- p#ty t:a$ a!)la 

to ~bill~ la:r~ ~r. of vo'OOI!fl., ~e~c!.ally f~un 

.Q!lOftg ·th~ f~r& ami bUStN\Be f:Ottt·\l\1n!ty, ~ O!'e ~ 

tzmlt.tlonal ·su,pol"ter.~ of ~· eonservat.tvC\'n.. ~ ~eol'd 

peftntlte~tltl of vatlng thun h1\1hly bn~ff.Wd ~ ruling 

p!O!ty. 

In short, t1"m evr,;pt.rthy vote pl'fn1entod by Oht~Qts 

•ath, Ute ~ury trucft in lnflgbtt.ng. tho ~pegS. tton' s 

fs11~ to provldo n strong nnd Viable r:ode1 of s c=o8lf... 

t.lon ~%'~nt., t:tae natural r.,pnt.by of ~ .. t~amne 

agatnnt coa11t;lon$• the fc~t# ihat n c:Oall'llon ~nld mtm 

c mdr. fom.of g.over~nt, ~ toP•n bfit~i' olflctt.nn 

&tz'ttttYgy .,1nd e btgh wnwut. at. 'thtJ polls, t'.Or~ed tn 

faVOU!' of tht rultntJ Pf'l'tv and nc!r.md &t to get a e•ep

ing vtetory at ·t.t'$ polls.-



125 

ll11l 1. :i&l 
~·.BilUIJi ·IJJ JS&11L 9! ,Bm!Pfillilllmi 

Ubaral ~J:.et.le 
P•ty (UlP) . 

JCI)M ~lp!lst 
Patty (JSPJ 

~1'-0 (ClOM 
Govott:Dent . Pmrty) 

~-ctlc Soctolt&t 
Petty (~P) 

Japon ~ls't 
Pb11ry (JCP) -

t~ Liberal Cltm 
(Nte.) 

United SOClolht ·Do~ 
QOCrattc Panv ( t~.>DP) 

ottu;;rs 

lntk!pcndent~ 

Vlleen\ 

To~ol 

:!84 

JD? 

33 

32 

28 

l2 

3 

0 

11 

0 

511 

w 2$8 

101 107 

$1 

36 

41. 

·4 .4 

, 
tt;;, a 
0 0 

10 4 

0 1 

511 $11 



IalLi. ~ 

P&8Da~~B'§..IIIJ:!.i IDB&Jlt ~itii,UdQ!~ 

PARTY 

L&baral 0emoc2"etic 
Party (LOP) 21 48 69 66 139 .124 

J'a~n Socl)ltst 
Ptmt.y (JSP · 9 l3 as 47 52 

Komtto (Clean 
Goverl'lnflnt Pcriy) 9 3 12 14 ao 

' 

Deoocr~'ttl: Soclallat. 
1---& 
N 

POI't.Y (DSP) 3 6 11 10 en 

Japan Oommuntn't 
P~y {JCP') 3 '4 1 s 12 16 

New Llba..el ClUb 
(t.f.C;} 0 0 0 a 2 

Unl tad Soet.ellat Do-· 
CJOCJ:>attc Pgty (USDP) 1 0 1 2 3· 3 

Others 1 1 2 (}. - " ~-2i' :~' 

. Independents 3 5 tl 5 13 Jt) 

Vaeanl ·- .. - l. l 5 

........................ 
; .............................................. , .. ! ···-·· ., .......... _ ................ ......,..___ .................................. 



Total. 

l.i"'TEt t«: = tJtJtf.'l)n.'ll Cot1atl·~ncv 

1£ o f..c.:ol (hofectnr:.al) Com'd.tu~rtCV 

out of ~52 rttl1mb:;rs, :lJf '\tltiJ t~r House 152 .-o ti)Olng c l<1cwd b."tXn 
Local eomUtuanci()& am 100 atP. o!P.e~n f~cm N;.lt.lono! c.am,tt~enetes. 
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'1MB d~f,ot of J~&ft ,., the: ~0- \":orld t1Sl" om 
tbO c011$qt1U()nt oe~upntton of ~· eountry by thf Alttod 

fo)."'CGS ~ a tumlfkJ I'Olftt tn tho history of Japan. 

111ft oecupatlon fo:rtt:JO untk'ir ~ commend of· the St:AP 

l#()U{th:t in .a !e~rles of rwtel.ll eh~nc~s ln ali. s~MJ:et 

of .hpcfte$0· 1tf~. On~ polit!eal fnnt.,. h ch~e 

=r.o mainly a~l t~t 'tt.omtfrtmf.ng ~· e~ fi'OQ lts 

~rl«tli.&t ana ~lttm;rt~·t put'h to a pl!r .u.~ntaJV de• 

~acy. ln plae~ of monar-e:hy, a populerl,y •loeted 

~~nt Wll$ OS·tftb1t•d• /Jl} 'tJKt J)nl*lt~n~ &\fS• 

~ ~nt,rally fttntUtJmt only thl-:ough polltlt.sl p.UOS,. 

dlff~~nt p#ticil hftJ'~senttng tttw~nt polttlcel 

nh&dG$ Q'f'ld ~·ll~fs eta~ organl2:l~ · thf~lvtu}• A , 

mt~· f'lt:Jft$tltut.f,('ftt ~fitch recognSattd ·t;t,(l pl"1ntip1~ of 

popula~" $:M~nlgnt;y ~& ~· pall~nt. 'th~ s~ 

la\~~lnu batty .of thl1 eetunti'Y·· 

1bs tJrlnci:pol poltttea! 4li"OUJ>S thet ~rgod "" 

the ~t war· polttleel aeerm, t~re ~ Consewott.veo .• 

tt. Sof;laltJ;tt and tMr Ccmnunlots. They !t>gltl!!1lzed 

tbell' ~1., in t~ me1 poll\lt:nl ttfflt Up t'Jlth Ute f~ 

tlnn ot·· JUlJ'tlf?s., In tho ~arly J>OGt-wer p-arG• constu:• 

vati~s as ~'l11 en Soelal!sts ~~ votP.d ·to· pctlPtll'• 

But af~r e ~rtod ·of Socle.lf.st arule tn 1948, til& 
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Japanoa. ~opkl •tJsn to obi:ft thoU' pollttccl pnfe

~· tn ftNOUI of ~ Genst:Jwat;tws. Sine~ then: the 

ConseJVt:itlVt!s haw won all thf' gefltfi'Dl ol~cutl .. ., lft. 

rtovr1mr ltss. ·td.l twin c~~r.,Zlttv~ psrtt."n • the 

L~J!al Plltt'tY ant"1 tJ\f,l ~ratlc Pllr\f • -~ tnto 

c,_ slnult't Co~@ft'otlV& P#ty.. tilth thn fomaUcn of 

~ ~ f!ORSOJ'V~ii.ve pgty• b Llbr:t-ral Dct~oer·attc 

P~,, -~ CHltmft-2f¥.!'!tt~ holl!l over ~~nt ~r;emo 

o~~t. $into ~n ~ tOP has ht+en tullnu ttl• r:ountJ"y 

untntttr.l'up~ly ~~911 o~• m~Jas-based ptt1Stleol Pt11W 

tl~e upn~ntlntJ VaJ!'ttJUS ,0·1tttcc1 !dtwlo;1les end 

soui.~t~l~ progr~f1, haw also boon ftmttlonlnt 

taMely. In e wcw thl~ s$.nt)1~ party domlrwm:tl lG en 

ta•tM~'t f~;~atuft of JapaMae poli'tlea. 

A vel~ty of chong~s btJVO taken :p14~ tn ttae 
cot.mtly•~ potlttesl• ~onomlc aml soeltxl ftnlds durlng 

tb~ lest ~~ d"'adot!• Thn oer.U,tiU.M f.-cas hovp 

l~ft ~ ~country•. t;OWJ!$lOfti.J hes b•n ~stored'• $mor.

rar.y hae t~~flt:eotn ln tttn eountry, and tho G~ of 

Jepatt he!i ~t:~~~ one et. the &tro:nt)eat ln tho \\t)J:'ld. 

tllnctlom aJif'j ._ld pt;rlodlca11y gtvtng a ehonc~ ·to .all 

P')lltf.C61 f)ar.Uos to try to cap~ 1!01ltlca1 ~fi 

t..(!taca'tlon and so~tat t.hml\')es lw.m madf'! the! .. Tq,en~:;~&e 

p~oplo polltl.::ally ennsctoWt. 'ibn l'aPid gJ:Owth ef 
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lndultzl"$ has ~1~!:*~ tho r.uttil•urbsn pOpUlaUon ba

lfU1t~ t"l$. th pflopl~ fret! tb~ ~ount~yttlde movlf19 to et.tf.oa 

and M~V urban #~an. A highly artkul~)~ t:~DT.k ': ng elma 

ha9 fme;rpd, .Qnd ~rful trade um~ b&V& tome to 

p.1.sy a ~.aler ~ol.f:J in ~~~ty. 1ht> ~ountry'n doo:r-o, aft)·· 

m; ~ cl-osed to·~ ~u•~:tde *~"'1~~. f·lrfVttJ:>theleas. 

tt:m ~trUe po!f:tlt.::-&1 $tt$nP• o-4th tts ftlft!Jle-pady do

~lnmace, ha$ not Uftd~s (J;t\f radleol ehEl~~ 1"he 

Ltb&re1 lltltnae!'t~ttc P.rty's rulcf contltt00$1 ttltbo.ut m1J 

twJtcatlnn of a b,.~-.. Though tM lnflUPM-tt of ·ttte 

party dicliftod tth.ntply in ti\o 1970s• tts poattt.on n• 

matns.. unassatlabl~ and this wa~ •~vatG'!d tn the 

el<Jc'tton of 1990. 

A. eQ'~fu1 ex-lnr:,tton of 'the flUt:tiJ attons, In tho 

~lecwat ~e~tnentf1 of tbt~ t\ont.V«:tUw pany In 1970s 

tm t~mll as In 19M rev~al$ that t.hG par'V has btd.lt c 

·trt.rong ~ss b~ ~-r. o Jlftl"lo!l of tl•• 1tw n\G'rotm 

Chilf\\J(lS t.n ftt1tlc,nal !ifP dld mt !a·~ to eny t1a;kt11 ·~ 

st~n tn P'lopln'a foi'th. l·n comoftatt~ J!Olltlts., Oosp.lto 

a f11ml' a«rt batk Sttffbftd by lt. th{): par\y anjoyed Gttp

pori of ~· 36Ju»mr..o :Pl~e"tort):to·,. ~~ """an no efffJCtlw 

ehallnn.~ to ~ pany ~Jmm any s~ bt~cauM tht't votll~"'fi 

t"».!t'fl &liJlply not pn-.p~d secr!flce po!lt.les1 JJtoblltty 

6ft(l ec~~ ~sftflr.l-ty for 'thn· $8k~ ·of en f»tVCJtit::t<nTt. 
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then o&'tt snwn pollt.tctl pa'tteo tbl'klng ettbtn 

b JapaMse p.arllC~QRnt.y fr~k. AU t~toeo p~S.Os 

m:'El technt.cally p0s~ar prorlue't!'l. rn feet, oxeet't h 

lDP, ~ JSP_ aftfl the .:ttP, ~:~!1 e,~~ ptJJ:t~s ~Ptlb~ en 

thft .-1ltleal seem only ln tM 19f.lO*s ehd 19'10n. But. 

the? ~lotn of thn eantteMtlltlw- part~n, th~ fororu7lnel' 

of t\U} Uli'• gmtn bm:k to the eat:ly dayn of ponv· pt)1l• 

t!c:s tn Jej)411 af~sr ~ t"<lll31 •ttol'ati.on. t'hvn the 

1\eutot::&Uon 'took p·locfl In 1861• thf) Jap6ft,nsa noetf1ty 

"en bas.l.t:ellY e V'adlt.tcrnal liQ!'artsn sor.lety. Do&ptte 

tM adapt!.M of '-mstem tdean ~1 tn~tltutlonn, t1t9 

cotmtry l"@t.et~d l~-; trndt.tl<Jnal noel~lltieill tmd 

ethteal Idees. V#lltws erd attitude&. fhtn ntr~ vadl• 

tlnnalL~ nlso eff'Peted tbta natul"e of ~11tk~ tn th& 

omrly ffl~ of tam Ult!ijl fte•-~attonr l't rms bonteQ11y 

ecmer:v~uw pollttcn. ~fc.n::(}• ~ perttc& dlkh 

osdo ~lr llftpnornN:.e on the Japam;sn polt.tt.col \$e.ono 

t-;OJ<ti ln~mk~d to·· &efeguoftl th~ l:n~J'tls'b of the dednaftt 

~orlan Q~toup~. Tblo t:rt1nd Cftfttl~d unabnted ~~11 

tnto ~ ft~st d~cade of ~20th ContuJy. 

Af~r ~ FieSt ~ld t'af' ond 'the RUtlntt.1n Jl<WOlU• 

tton. ~'lmlon_.y ldotW t:Jllde ~il' ~nonce In Jopemso 

pol.tUe.G,. the dtJoinant po1ltlea1 ~nd, h~~t. 

~lMd ec:msonatiWrt 1\a .a rn&ult. p~oat,vrt JY(lll'tl.eo!. 
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psntos bad to m-t Uftdor~•tnJ'J ttlt u. end of t~ld 

\'1# 11. f'vnn V. Sm:lalht pt4"t,y., dc*spl-- t.~ . .-lo• 

ll~?tton am tho eeM'~f\C~ of 8 ~rktl"lt;J ~! 1£1'48. ~tmtn.ttd 

o pany of tn~llt1c:tuals entl fallt-d to t-..retit<m ~ hold 

of tcnsfl"t'tl,im O\ft!r ~ Japat'IS~ ~$es. 

1ft&~ Om poltttesl r1M $Octtt.1 eomtlt.tnm 

of ph-tl8' J'•n ~h ~nnr~nt.f.«J.!y dofnlna~ by tM· e_.. 

seJ,Vll\1~ philosophy. 1houuh ~ ~- \~r!d \~and 

~ defeat In the wmr: 100. ta on o~-a11 c:bnnga ltt 

Japams~ polttteal ewJ acunm:tlte ~s. tho soct.ty 

~iftQd Mft ft l~·&& ~nseN~tlw ln thtftklmJ. S.ven 
thu oct!up:lltt(jn ~S:tlnt tlf.d not touch ~m Japttneae 

•sdt:tltmtt1l~ ~· ~y f~n~d that lt t:4.il ~'t the 

n~ntifrmn:U. of WtJdtt!onaJ. ~t~ct.ow J~"· 

It wss only In iJ\o "elat.tvely fJ:¥te atmospbc~e 

of tiNl ~dlotct ~t w• yeaJt;1 that. poJ,ltlca1 c.-of\1-. 

vet.lsm c~ 'to·~ ehall~"'" by· ot.h~. the $0etbllnt 

P'*tv ~~a• ~von voted tnto po~r 1n 194?-48• ~utib It 

could not ~~tn !n ~r fer a lM~J: ~Od ow!nu to 
l:ntcJ8na1 ~.bhrr:i$,. Meam.'*ttlP •. th~ Jopaneso ~d: 

pol!tteol $tsbi1Sty to r~b\t!ld t~lr natton d\lch ~ 

e~h.tely shd~d by' ·~ w~. 
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M the natton moved ttlo~• to twm~nrdencc. Ute . 

n&tlon ~d oneo Bf.Jllln tot\!ilJ'C!t\ ~C!rvet.tv~ pol,.ttcol 

p#.\tCJs "PJ:t!Mn~d by thn Lf.~zul .and ~moerotle •• 

tt~s. Sii'Jt;~ ~n it hll!l ~ton 4rJ. story of eonttnuous. 

eu'N:!;ewa-t.t~ domli'Jfltlon llJ'ld tb~t h6s been retlonD!i.~ 

on ~unds of pollt.tcm1 stablll:ty tmd ee~e pl'O'Spe. 

I'S.ty. 1btJ.t domt.nnnc~ ~' rrlnftttced tn 19~if) \il&n tho 

Ll~Gl nt'~,atlc Pa!'ty t1as fol'm«... 

tm:r::c ft\'H:'!J'S of~~ tt c~ tnto aalstonce, (1959)• 

h LOP ~ns'bra~d lts ~r and tnrlu~nce by \'!llmllbJ 

2111 out of 46'7 ne•ts ln the ~- HOWJa and s:r:s;c,~ 

eon.t of ~- votr~&. In r;efttlrast. t.t:. SOcloltat Pcnrty 

won, 166 noats and 32.94 ~r t:en'l of ttw wtf~&t eto JCP 

oot M.l!y anr. seat end ,.,fl& f.Klr ~nnt of t~ w•o. 1ht? · 

&trt~ngtll of con~eW4i'ti9m waG !Pf\ ln m dCtJbt. 

l?t t.hEl m.•t fllfiCt\on& held 1ft 19(1), tl\'0 LOP tn• 

trf!a~ :l.'tn t"OpftsGntatton tn ~ Olo·t snti re~ Its 

&heM Of tM· votes., It ·t:On 296 ~e;O.t.q ~and sv.e& pol' 

Cillnt of tbn vottts. 1lt,g -lSP loet lta strength fur-~•• 

owtag to a sp!J.t. :Its .. ~~ntatton tn the! Diet fell 

·to 14!; ooa\s, .fl!1d tts sh~P- of ·ptJpUl# vot»s to 2?.'5 

~~ cnnt. Tt$ mw party • the DomotJeat,tc Soe:t,oll&'t PO%'ty • 

fJO\ ~ .·w~ th 1? tlo.ats om e. 77 ~r c&nt of ~ ;yetQs. 



Togotl'CB th<~ t\\U eoetellt~t yu.trtlen fte~tvad 36.13 ·1>0,. 

eent vofl:!, but thitt ;goln tttae not at iho expense of 

tht.! t~ervnuvr~s. a WI$ ~ lnrl~~Men~ • leflt 

thalli:' stnnuth f~ 13 O&ate tn 1~ to 6 tn 19!0 and 

th\llr UhOJ1! of papular w•s f_.om G,71 pe cent to 

3.19. pe con"•· thG JCP mn ~ aeats wt th only 2,.93 

~ c~nt. VOfAth 'fb!.n ~nd c:ontf.nuttd in 'th~ o~ t.e 

~1~~t.~ IW Jd d~tng ttle J.gt,O'• 

lfi thfJ· 1963 tnlectton. tho LOP's t1\s'l'e of ~ 

Hotmit ton~~ ZJ83 moth 54.67 ~.- t;~nt vows. the· JSP 

n~twd. 29,03 pa rieft't vo~ and tbn 1A4 twata. The 

DSP ~.o~t lts 9l~~tol"a1 su~~ f'J'ea a.n twr CGnt ln 

ltro to 1,/31 ~l" ~nt.. dl!sp1ta an tnet:"~ ln ~~ 

of serits. Only~~ r~ndtit$ ~ ~ tnt.~c:.,endcm'D 
.It ""~ ~~.. ......... ..,. __ .. ~. 

•~v~ ~'~~. 

Jn +.no 1941• tiM WP autferod s ite~NY less of 

VO'ts$ by '•87 Vf'Jt C~n-. but Qalmd m ~GatS tn 0 Htit.JSO 

of 486 ~s•~•• thft. JsP sleo •uffe~t'>d a loss fmm 29.03 

pe;t f'AJ'lt t.o 2? .81 P~' etmt votll~, f~-n 144 to 140 Lot• 

ao-.~., soets- ffto DSP dtd not. •mtlt t:mdl. J\n per• 
c~n~ of· VtJW$ lf'lt'se~ only ,..,_ 7.37 to 1.40 pJI' 

cnnt. 1'he Z..P•& &tzn~Jth aJ.so z>emef.Md •tattc. 
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1'1\s lO$$ -of comen6ttv~£t votea tM$ due to the 

enuanco of ·t'Jle Kcaetw (Clean Gowrnment. Pnny) tn 

u· tl1a electoral aJ'I1ne. A$ e MW pety wl th nuppnt 

f~ the ~riul ••lS.gl~ organlaatt.on,. ~~d~Ui 

t. t attt:~ted a gt.lod ~,... of connrttvatl•P vows. a.~ 

Gt.'4J''f.l was 5•31 p&r cent va't@s and 2! sollt&,. 

tn ·tml 1'969 <k;nerat e:taetSon thtJ WP lost fur• 
~ ~u"*141' \b~ p#4l'ty bad tQ. remat.n t:o nt&nt with 

4?·.63 s-r r~nt vowe a~ 298 se~b. Gut tbo Soct.,1ts'b 

lont htttiVl1y ln tbls ekctlM. ~~ w1'41· pc.• ~»ntege 

Shal'ply dr.oppod from 21.99 pc:ii# eon~ to 21.44 pl'lr r:~nt 

anti ~ir G9l.t\.,l\ fJl't'lt'l 1.40 to 90.. the· td.ddlo-of•'the• 

ft#!d plmtlo& tfhOWPd 4 ~~~ J"~COl"tt. ~ ~tto mai'O 

than doUbled its w~ pttro e.~ntstw fttm s. 39 pr;:r· .tQn\ 

to 10.91 pc~s-· tent end eap~d 47 sea:t.1}. At. th~ o~t 

ex~o,. Jc:P lfnrrowd lt$. ,osltton f~ 4,. ?6 ·,OJ' cent 

to G.U. ~ cnnt Vote• and 5 ·to 14 seet9. 

not.on 19'59 sm 1969 tbe WP lout ten par· etitnt. 

of :lts strt!ngtb tn ·~·~of populn:r vows. ~~ 57.s 

pot: e~nt to 41:.63 JWJ' cen-t. ·Dt.Jrtng the SatlD ~tod lt 

QQI\agod to \~ft ftlDJ.'Ia U\Gn !:0 ~r COn\ of f.ho ~ODtS •. 

~ matuln of loss dltf not tn.eg~~&'t tha~ polltteal eon
&el'VaU~m ,.,as rej~c.ted. 
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Oft t!tC Ot'h.al' band, JSP, 't'bo mP•s ntoln oppomn\, 

lftt b&tb tn ~wmt of vow pel! cttntcge tmd ~~' of 

&onu.. 'Dla· Pal'ty•s svr1ngtt.. detllmtl by 11.s pe• ecnt 
' 

vo•s• fJ:011: 32.94 ~· ccmt to· 21.44 pel" eont. In 

·tertns of ttm ~~r of Hats the dlff0n;neo· fia!l 16. 

Panl.y thtfi Wll$ ~ to the GJ'fltt in 1;htt Pe!'ty ln 1960. 

But. thQ sp1tnto~ group, the tsP, also tas't lt& &trtmQtb 

fsrct3 9.-1'1 p~r cent votn ln 19110 to 1.14 pel" e~nt wto 
0 

tn 1960. fha main bemfklm:y t-illS the· ~ltot title1\ 

seored lrt•91 pttl" f:nnt wttJ and 4'1 aeats in 1969. 

ln attnrt, thO 19f'D& saw ~ eomol!dotlon Qf con. 
eew~uvo tmid ove .... tapamne poltttcu. 1M Sot:tDlt.sta, 

on 'the· o'tMJ' hsnd• c•ased to hl? a chall~ngo t{) ~ c..on

~attwa,. Thin .consolldatlttn beeltlQ pos&Sblti mainly 

~CSU$&' of ~ bGSe ~lth 1htty l~r-t.:~d f~Mm pre~ 

yoors. Sneondly. th0 toMenotlw.s fulfillod thO Jopamse 

dmlire f:al' a st@l(! govtt.-,_nt. whlth t:as neeooesy to 

rebuild tho· eotttttry'a &h~ eCOI'mmf• 1bb'dly, the 

JSP• the only party mkh tould off~~ an e1t0na'tlw 

~~nt ~t a split dUb tD ldQolof)!eal dlffe

ftnccs~ %W eonttnuod oppoaltton to ~ t&-Jspan 

Stte.tclty Tl"oaty Dlso ~ed ~mt tt ln eto oen~e 

that tt i:.l:lnt agatns't "'tho popular btlli(lf that the riGCtS'lty 

'h'nst:y b!r~t ~ocu~l ty as r:o-11 as Qt,onomlc ~os~s.-lty 

to tbo eoun:tty., 
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In tho 1910& tJw U)SJ Me timd SbliJply:, psttlC\Ilal"1Y 

ln the 1976 end 191'9 ~!Gettnrm. tn ~· 1972 olactton 

~ 1"~'1 t:l los~ t~:as tlfir"gino! ln tome af populm: vote. 

\\b:S.J. 1 t. got 4&.95 pt: r.l.llnt vote ! t .last 11· fl.eau. ~ 

OVt!t>ell ~o~ was only :.!71 eea~l out of 491. lt wao 

nnwtthel~us a st~ntfl~ant Vletcy. 

1hB JSP contl~d to· li'Jne both tn ~s of the 

m~~r of Gf.!a'\0 and par r.frnt.a~ of w~s. 1hn ~tto 
I 

tt:ro, lont 2.45 ~r cmnt votes and 19 Sftats. 1lm Jnptm 

C~t P&ny1 ~~"• encurod 10•49 ~r c~nt vow 

Mtf 39 &eats, Q ftCOl*rl J'llrfGmant!O niMCl tl'm p!'#~yta 

5p~r.ram:o ln elf.le:ta~al polt:tlc.fi>. 

1'be nadu of WP•& popultrl't·ty t'J&n n.~hed ln tba 

1976 ~n.-al e1octlm. !te f'O}mlart tv tn: tol'mS of vot:& 

'.rent\ dom ·ttt 41.18 ~r cant• thGJ l~t U11 thot1 and 

tb~ nurdbel! of seats t.t eontn1loo ~d to 241;J fcret ft9 

tM partv to 1oStG lto strnpl~ ma3~~tty. ~~ t:e~f' many 

I:IJ8$tma for thf.~ al~r,J"JJ dtw.llne 1n the paJ'\y1s ~lnrity. 

Fit'!;.'\ of all. tim 1976 el~e:tlrm ~~ &t a t~ ~n ~e 

not.!.On*t! ht~ f?conrc!e ~ c11.~ to an <+ftd. !he 1913 
0 011 ~ttt .end 't:Jl~ gP.ftP!'ttl deeltm ln lh~roottonal 

'tl'adf: fm:l"J.OU!d.y aff~CtQd ..TapaM$0 PCOfDlY• St;tCOftdl.Y• 

pollt.tcal eoft'Uptton ~le\ltr:~ (M'fat left9 ~~e ('!J.'Upted 
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1n tM form of ''loekhoed pW/ off neant~at•, leadtnca to 

wtdesptelld crltlel-nm of tho ethleat stondenls obt:enmd 

tn the P.~y. r-tna11y• ~ party ouffttrrd t1 epllt 

jus-t befor~ tho o1eCUon. tho eplt.n~:- group, ttM:m 

as ~ t.a&·w Llboral .Clubt attJ'.ectDd a elzoablo numbor 

of c:ome"nt.ive votes. 

~;)i. ls lm~ tw:ro ls tbst WP•s .toss dtd 

not d.lft·ctly benefit t.ht\' noneorrt•watlve pnt7ttoe. 

1'he cot:lltmd t~eoo (for J&P, .ltP, OOP o~ v..ometto) 

tn t.t\(:, opPO&tlon votes was e nog11glblc 0.4 per cent. 

Virtually the· ont.J.r~ los& in the WP'& por con~ 

of votes ~nt to tht:! tle\1 t.tbca:~al Club.. AmOng the 

opPQ&l.t!on pr.a:Uee only the V..ooelto 1ntnasod ~ubs

tantlolly ltD pes:' cantngo of vows. . 1M JSP, t:btlit 

~tJ.no ttn s~~ftgth froulla to 123, dld not 

lMI"'IGS& the per ·tent~ of votes l't ~ee:lvod. ln 
' 

f'aet;; tt lost 1.21 pet eont vo-tcll. Tl$ JCP ntal~d 

thtl ~I' cent.ego of votNi but lost t'6te ~rm half of 'tte 

scats f:t hold•" 1tw OSP. dnspltn rm tnclf~nse t4 ton 

seottJ• felled to get o subt~tnnttal galn i:~ .termn of 
! ·:. 

pQt ct:)ntage of wto&. 1hc i~l'Jaso in ttw. ·· ~r of 

neotD It: gat.ood t10$ no lndicatlon of its po}'Nle"tty • 
. ;, 

I 
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In $bO·rt. tbo WP'e dnclinc tn tha 1976 clflctlon 

ce:n not bfi tlken as the ~prcadtng of roots of tho non

eomenattw forcne. 

fho Liberal Oomocratte Party's lonsos '~" ~epoa• 

ted tn th~ 1970 elr:ett.ons. The party got om scat lt)es 

~n tn 1916.. But tho· per cen~ til vote& incl"ea!lod 

by· 2.78 pt:r cert't. foktno lnto eceount the lOSCC)S and 

gain$ of 'tiM· noneomeJ:Vt.)tlve part-teo and lOT.'1 pt'!t~ont.oge 

Of polltng, the IJlP1o lJWbillty to tntf!'f>O&e tts Gt.~Qngtb 

r~es no lnd1Co't.ton of a f~t"· cronton of t·ts. hold. 

·Tho JSP lost as muth a& 16 $f),e~. t~tle thtl· Komolt..o 

loat e ooali GI'Hlft of the pOpU1ur votes. tvon tho 

JCI,• flitch ~gtc.~~d a big tacreM.5e fi'Om 11:>:!,0 Stt~ 

so.ou, bar~ly mon~d to tnc:re.ar;o t.ts papular wtoo by 

o.04 pet ct!nt. Tho HU:•e &trcngth cltJO e~ dom to 

3.02 pe~ cent VOWll end four soats. 

Evon if \110 conntdor tht> losi ouffeted by NtC 

·ss PoTt of eone:eJ:V,ative doclt~, tbo eoraf.aod Otrongl'a 

of the WP nnd tnt; c~ to 4?.G pe:r cent ooot nst 45.9 

pcrr cent tn tl\(? 1976 e.lcct!.on. Tho· LOP on. ~ whole 

~ematund ~. lt. · s~o tho vct<m t<JOI't- tx''re ly eon

tont to r~gls~'~' ~u dl~ple£J&Ul't'! over tho party1e 

foll~ 1n ,eliminating p&11t.ienl co~tton end 1ft~&-
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party fouds. "n\@''I'Oforo,. 't.hG IJ.):P1 e fat . .lt.m:t ln ln=roantn; 

tt.~ s~noctb was n& proof of dGellntnq. Rwt.n; lost 

'lts stmpl~ m.ajorlty tn the Lcmet: House ln 1~16 anti 1079 

am alt~o ttro $hare of popular vo~s fhm 4?·J.63 pt1t.- cetrt. 

to 44.59 pel'· tent be•on 1969, ond19191 ·f:he .WP per

f~ a ftt}af' mlreelo ln thtz 19SO "!octt.ons bDimlng 

41.9 ~r eont of tbrt vo~o poll~d ond 284 oeot& out .of 

511 S·n ~ ~~ Hottr4.' and 13& seats out of 2'52 &cats 

tn 'thn ~~ Hous«l, t.tw pas:\y dcmonstrl'lWd that tt wa& 

not a dead foree !n Japanese po lt. ttcn., tilth Nll;o 12 

soots, the e~tntid suengtb of comervat!ve ranko tn 

the to...- Jtouno ctood o't 296 t;ects ;3& 0901nnt the non

cormervnt.tve total ot 2f)l ~ets. 1'htt rematninr: 14 tmro 

held by mtnor partles and lntte,ondcnts. 

On ttw ew of thu 4!1Gctlon tb& atmosphere was full 

of prospee'ts \Nt an opposttlon led fJQVcrrtnOnt mf."lht 

take offtco. 'The se~Jntll'to ttlleb wac built up Gcnstct&d 

of e· collops,. of b ~ltng party end the <lOOrgoneD of a 

LOP oppostt.ton, ~~. But nothing of that td.ndb hop~nad. 

2vttn tho lntl"«.H'lBe ln vottng tut'nout dld not b~f It thtt 

~.olltton ouch.. Thotr voting ~r Cf?nto!Je et,gyed with

out tueh dtffcmnee. the JSP., eatn ehallcnot'~ to the LOP 

and tho oJ:"Ch.l'tr;et. of o grand eoalltlon, bod to teoutn 

eonf..Cnt \1Ith lt.~ prr.vlous s'tt\ndtng of 107 s~tn. Among 
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itlo otha Mn-come%\fllltive pnrttes h (('lU)l!to lont os 

many n& 24 •ots. '!he JtP lost 10 &eats ond tho DSP, 

s. Tha ~,; of lntiepen:lents alto f•ll frco 19 to 11. 

only ~ o-th~,,. c;onscwntlVQ outfS.t. thn tu£;• 1ntnesett 

lts titt"~ngth tno 4 to 12 arnte. 

1'he· 1980 ~lttet.ltm ~uult thus not only sh~ that 

'ttl& Cotl$ontatlve 11.11~ in Jopon t411 comtnw for anothPr 

tom, but lt ~ltcd tM gcuu~cral bnlt~f t.hrtt thc-t Conser

votlv~o ~~ on th~ dee11m in Japan. :tt slso ehsttc'!red 

th.!t (lppct:tltlon ~ of t:;Otil{J19 to p~ thrnu{1h o eonlttton 

ol' ~hartno ~ ~ tb h ConsnrVtltlvr,ts. It furthor l"~

ca11ed tJtat the Japanese pJ"nfor-r-JttP for eon~ot'V;:tl'fbS 

ruhl mtt11 ftt~UllftS ond ~ voteJ"o1 Uf'MllJctngnass for c 

I1$'W pc..U tf,(:s1 ~•t:'~~nt offol'~d by ~ Opponl tlon. 

tooklnwl bock, ·the tcn-sei'Vetlw docllm in ~ItO$ of 

nloetoral t ~ngt'h tlurt~) tM 191'0$• l~ 't.m.s not. an oroston 

of cotwervutivft hold ave~: th& Ja'pt"lft.OS~ p~opl('). The cet 
bact; suffered by tho IDP was lat~ly due to tho sht;fti.ng 

of floating vot~~ ~teh han bP.e~ a oajo~ foetor tn 

~eeon't y£1',e1!&• 1'hrt unc~l ~d end flos'ltn., wton \$r& 

otJnf.1y nttrcctnd by .b opposition pt!rtins by way of eJI• 

pt)S~ of ncandals, policy b1unders1 poltttcal eonuptt.on 

etc;., This t1SS· pa:s!lib1~ a& ~ LDP twa boen tn po~~ ntnr:e 

1 'bi foma~lon. 
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tho JJJpt s l't>VlY;ll ln ~ 1980 "'leyctlon woo t3ado 

poas1b11\• tn p~t, duo to thn dl~unltv of ~ opponi• 

tton, dtffe~ntfl& an baste tssu.on. ~ ~~a&l dtsltlto . 

of the Japanese Qbou·t a coall tlnn, W pmpa':Jonda thilt 

coelltlon tmpl!€:d im~tltty.,. ttl~ et~ommte pl'OfJ~r.tty 

bl'oug'ht by ~ and &tslnglntJ ~ floattng votes ln 
~ 

f svt'J~ of tlm JDP. 



J:,l ll~~L.l 
tUB ... Sf ..• iiB&S4IMu·.l~l?- 'J.VS·~MQ) 

t~ of condldatos ol.oc'ted bY ~rt.v~ !n olac. Uon nf~ ttw foraatton Df the Llbe·ral Democrat.lc 
Po~t,y .ln 1955. (l.~. ftguhs ln paranthoso& tndlcato tbe 

pare&~ of votes cbtal·nod) 

..,..,,'&·an a ···--·•••-•-••·~~- -· rc··rJt•*•__,,..,._ ,._,_,, .. _. r.tt.,l..,...rtt t!iiltll! t••:•t• 1 • _ .,,,, •·•-~~·•---•••-•--~·• -·--·~•'@lin lllf•• ••i•-••·••--•111 -•••••••••••·••••••*-

PARtY 
1950 1960 1963 196'7 .1969 1912 1916 1919 1900 

•• • - ··- ....... _ t .JC J I a.··-...\la?,lll······· a ••• ·a~, 71f: wra rn•.-•• • • . ._ •. , ... 11 r •r• •• .,_._ ·-·· l_lie • ..,.MJiW~.<WlU-•wnr••,..·•• .... ,. -_ I •••-r r1 I ...... j. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 

LOP 28? 296 2&3 211 288 . 271 249 248 284 
(S7.al) (57.~) (54.67) (48.00) (47.·63) (46.85) (41.19.) (44.59) (4'1.B9) 

JSP 166 1A& 144 140 90 119 123 10? l07 
(32.94) (I?.M) (29.03) C27.89) (21.44) (21.')0) (20.69) (19.?1) (19.31) 

Kamel to a. 41 29 55 5? 33 - • ·• (5.38) (10 •. 91) ( 0.46) (10.91) (9.18) (9.03) 

DSP - 11 23 3D 31 19 29 3!) 32 
(9.17) (7.37) ('1.40) (?.?4} '(6•98) (6.29) (6.78) (6.EO) 

JCP 1 3 5 5 14 3a 1'7 39 29 
(2.f») (2•93) (4JD) , ..• :) (Z8i~l (.10.~{4)) (10.31) (10.42) (9.83) 

••••·ear•rt•-••• 'iLi P _· ..... 1 J __ ....................................... m• .,, D f -•c*•*• ........ _ _ ............ M1 .... * )JI., ............................ U .......... .... 



N LC 

USDP 

total 

- - . - - .. 
.... .. - - .... -

1'1 
(4.10) 

21 
(5.,10) 

4 
(3.02) 

2 
(0.69) 

19 
(5.02) 

511 
(100 .• 00) 

12' 
{2.99) 

3 
(0.69) 

.u. 
(3.60) 

~11 
(100.00) 
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. !taka U~. ·_u1_ .. "J~_ano_ so . Pol_ IU_. cal te_ .odor_. c in th«l 19B)s•• . ;um, -~JlSSIDfi!JU• vol. 41, no.e3.J, Doc· 1919, pp. . ' 

Olsen,. l!d\'fa!'d• -~ •Paettonal&sm and ftt~form of Japen•~ WP"' . iti4 Jla.'tft:. ( · t·Jesntftgton), vo1·;141, no. 3. Wlntor. 
19 '. pp.( s ~ 

Shlg«' ~~a n. &llch1&8dD Hf.l'ose>• •t:on Ptlrtlsans a~ Youth 
turn to the Wl"', .DIID !f;Efl2wt vol.., '• no.4, 1910, 
PP•' 19-26 . 

~~- -and St&ad'l"'t 6&\IAJlJf· (tlong t<:ong), vol.4, no.49, 
Doc 1e, 1918~ pp. · •1B 

0 Strue.tw:nl Che:nge in Japnnene Pollttcs"'t. al.mvm.~Siba. wl.s, 
no.l. Spoclal :lnsue 1919, pp.·ll-1., • 

Tskanhl, z,.·nov_uchl, -r_:plolnt~ and ~~et!ft9 Ja~naso.-.. 
tian~al tllectf.onst 1960-1980", ifY:.DA~ ~iaaar:Uea. w1.1. no.2. St.u'ler ~.g~~ • pp.!! · 

. atbo Girth c:tf Obtro 1\dr.:ntst:rotlon*, JQR1D.fsl'£a. wl.6• 
no.l. 1979• pp.!S...lO · · 

Too1~t. l!t.Jl• "'Lost Flold.bllity of St.ruc.turc-A Vtow 
Point on tho Crtsis of 'tho consoJ~ve:t:lvoG•, .:~aRiD 
&iSba• vol.l, no.,, 19741 pp.42-52 · 
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