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EREFACE

In the domain of military history, the pre-mutiny
phase of the Bengal army has evoked more interest among
histcrians. Whilé interesting and enriching accaunts
have been written an the formation and development of the
Bengal army, there are fewer accounts of the post-mutiny
‘ Bengal army in itself. Mcst of these have been integrated
intoc general histories of the Indian army, or specific
regimental histories of regiments that were raised during

thOSe years .

During its first hundred vyears, the‘sipahi’ of the
Bengal army had been through his baptism of fire and glori-
fied himself an the battlefield. But the once famous
*Pcorbeah’scldier who formed the heart and core of this
SyStem became suspect and infamous after his participation
in 1857. Instead, other ethnic groups like the Sikhs,
Gurkhas, Jats etc., were assiduousSly favd;red by the British

for their military qualities.

This study has b2en undertaken to examine certain issues
pertineént to the Bengal army from the post mutiny years
till the abolition of the presidential cammands (1858-1895) .
These issues will be viewed from the perspective of the social

milieu of the troops, which became a matter of prime
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importance in the reorganization policies of the Bengal
army in 1861 and thereafter. Linked to this aspect was
ancther isSsue of equal significance, that of <the code of

conduct, that the men lived by and upheld.

The British in India inherited to a certain extent
the aristocratic, military traditims of Mughal rule. They
then made full uSe of the existing social structures to
perpetuate their rule, This reflected the reactimary,
cnservative facet of colonial rule. But the situatim
als o presented a paradax, for the British were amagst the
foremcst liberal, democratic, progressive natiams. The
colmial army woild project elements cf this dichotomy
through characteristics of conservatism versus liberalism
and progress. The issues of 'Mai Baap' expressing the
paternalistic image the British created for themselves
in relatimshipswith the 'jawan’ (the soldier, yoath), the
theory of the martial races and caste norms,will be same

aspects analyzed in the writings cof this period.

Sir Henry Durand in 1860 pointed ocut that the truth
was Seldom grasped, that they had struck no rootsin the
coantry and that the mly certain and permanent source
of power and influence was the milita-ry hold of the country.
The British were required to reorganize the colonial Bengal

army to suit the needs of 'Bmpire'. Imperial dictates
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envisaged expansion bocth intérnally and externally.

In the post-mutiny period,the appearance of a European foe,
Russia, in the North West, increased the complexities of
the Indian situation. Besides a large and efficient
fighting force, the British required a gquiescent, content
mass of troops, recruited from within the country. They
attempted to acquiesce, assimilate and manipulate the
prevailing sccial norms into the requirements of the Bengal

army, as perceived in the post-mutiny, reorganisatimal

pclicies .

The fundamental pre’mise of military organizatiom ,
'Discibline', required a re-evaluatio. 1857 had been quite
shattering to the British. Until and unless the Bengal army
nas well disciplined and efficiently trained, the camstant
threat of rebellion would hang in the air, Obedience, loyalty,
hmor, were essential compoents of discipline., Were the
British to achieve this through an e xtremely harsh code of
punishments or through a syStem of rewards, or by fcstering
a feudal code of hmor, of izzat, will be some of the

queries posed.
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INTRODUCTION

Soldiers and soldiering were as much part of the
Indian social fabric as were ascetics and asceticism,
agriculturists and agriculture, traders and trade. Each
occupational group,unique in am identity of its own
yet forming a composite and escteric unity that was
the Indian social structure, waé beld together by the
ubi quitious phenomenon of caste. The Kshatriyas to whom
were ascribed the warrior vocaticm were a superior group
in this hierarchical system. Nevertheless,the norms,
i1deals and beliefs cf this warrior caste did not influence

or dominate societal beliefs or activity.

Numerous battles had been fought, l1ost and won,
and right through the ages there had been some form of a
military establishment in the country. According to
Indian teachings, should occassion demand, it became
‘duty’ to undertake battle Ieven against family members.,
War was not merely an economic or poli tical neécessity,
tts social connotation encompassed a sense of moral values
alsc.

However, militarism as Such did not permeate the
Indian ethecs. Alfred Vagts suggests that militarism
dencted an undue preponderance of military demand, an

emphasis an military considerations, spirit, ideals and



scale of v._:;h;e:s..1 Despite answering to military needs,
or having a military establishment,Indian society was
not militaristic, but a definite pattern of military
values and traditions evolved from within the Kshatriva
group. The Indian martial traditions found its rocts
in the indigenouS setting. This system merged with
the norms of the modern British mass military system.

Together they coalesced intc a mighty fighting force.

THE GENESIS

The creation of a strong and modern military
institution arose on account of the British conquest cf
India. Under the aegis cf the British Indian Army and
the military system that developed from 1757 onwards,
the British created an excellent instrument of coercim,
The Bengal army as part of it, with a large ‘native’
componen t,aided the British in becoming the paramount

power in India,

The value and economy of native troops were discover-
ed early when DupleiX saw that the natives cf India,
under Eurcpean “ommanders, could be formed into armies,

such as Saxe or Frederic would be proud to corm'nand.2

1 Alfred Vagts, "A History of Militarism", p.42.

2 Col. S. Rivett.Carmac, "Presidentjal Armies cf India",
P. 194.
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Captain Stringer Lawrence, called ‘Father of the Indian
Army’, right from 1748, demmmstrated that permanent
comparies cansisting of native trcops led by British

of ficers were extremely effective .3

The 'Sipahi’' then,was the backbone of the military
system that showed a remarkable potential for profess~
imalization. They were reliable, effective and
j.nexpenS.{ve.4 The first of the sepoy units were formed
in the Bombay Presidency in the eighteenth century,
followed by the Madras Presidency and then Bengal, where

a few local levies were raised by 1757.5

The succession of Siraj-ud-Daulah tc the Subedari
of Bengal created an unprecedented situation far the

British, 6

for Siraj-ud-Daulah in 1756 stormed and captured
the English settlement at Kassimbazar and threatened
Calcutta.7 The Calcutta Cquncil felt compelled to arm

themselves and prepare military defenses, Colonel Robert

3. Stephen Cohen, "The Indian Army, Its Contribution to
the Development cf a Nation", p. 8, henceforth referred
as "Ihe Indian Army", Also Philip Masm, "A Matter &
Honor", pp. 61-63.

4. Stephen Cohen,"The Indian Army, p.32.

S Amiya Barat, "The Bengal Native Infantry, Its Organi-

za‘;&m and Discipline,"“, p. Xi henceforth referred to

as 'The Bengal Native Infantry'‘.

6. Ibid., pel.

7. Ibido' ppo 1'20



Clive, earlier a writer of the East India Company and
later an Officer of its army, was Sent from Madras with
a detachment of troops tc Bengal., After dislodging
Siraj-ud-Daulah from Calcutta in January 1757, Clive,
complying with the urgent request of the Calcutta Council
of having armed forces, Set about the task of cbtaining
recruits from within the Bengal Presidency, as it was
not feasible to summan them from England .1.mrr¢adiately.8
The Bengal Army, or atleast its infantry arm,was princi-
pally recruited from a limited number of districts in
Southern Oudh, the eastermn part cf the North West Provinces,
and West Bihar where Rajputs and Brahmtns formed large
proprietory brotherhocds of petty 1andholders.9 The
first battalion of the Bengal Native Infantry was formed
in 1757, and was referred to as the 'Lal Paltan®', because
of the red ccats the men wore. These men were duly

armed, trained and drilled an the European model.

The canstitution of the Indian army was basgsed upon
the histcrical division of British India into three
fresidencies. Since no centralization policy of the army
existed,each of the Presidential armies developed chara-
cterisitics of their own. “There are still three Indian

armies each composed of Buropean and Native trcops, and

8. Ibido' p04

9. Eric Stckes, "The Peasant Armed", p.S1.




each with its own Commander-in-Chief and separate

staff, though the Commander-in-Chief, Bengal, exXercises
supreme authority over all. The Punjab Frontier Force
until 1885, was under the orders of the Lieut, Governor
of the Province.“lo The Bengal army garrisoed Bengal
prcper, Assam, The North West provinces, Oudh, portions

1181: John

of Central India, Rajputana and Punjab.
Stratchey, G.C.S.I. suggested that the term ‘Presidency

of Bengal! required some explanatiom, because at different
periods it held different meanings. It was coriginally
applied to the tract sometimes called Lower Bengal
including the De2lta of the Ganges and the Brahmapatra

and inhabited by the people who speak Bengali. The
earliest factories and settlements on that side of India
were established in Bengal and as British authority went
on extending, the name Bengal was applied to all t_hc:Se
territories administered from Fort wWilliam, the official
Headquarters of the East India Company. Thus the
Presidency of Bengal, or according to its official desig-
nation Fort William in Bengal, came to include nct mly
Bengal and the neighbouring provinces c¢f Bihar and

Orissa but the whole of the British territories in

Northerm Indiem.l2

10. Sir W.W. Hunter, "The Indiagn Empire, Its People Histcry
and Products, pp. 470-

1. Ibid., p. 471,
In 1877-7€, total strength was 104216 cofficers and men.
Cf that number 63,933 were 'pative' troops. In 1882-£3,
tctal strength was 105,270, cfficers men of which 66081
were ‘native' troops.

12, Sir John Stratehey "India", p.30.



COMPOSITION AND CHARACTERISTICS

The term 'Bengal army’ has 1mg been a misnomer
since there was not a single native of Bengal proper in
its ranks and only a small part of it was stationed in
Bengal.13

The so called Bengal army was the most important
not only numerically, but because, being chiefly recrui ted
from the more vigorous races of the Northern provinces,
it was, as a fighting machine, incomparably more efficient.14
Equiprent wise also,it was definitely more suparior.
Madras and Bombay pointed to unfair comparisons. A}SO,
+roop wise or finance wise the Bengal army remained favour-
ed. When mmey was required by the Bengal army reductions

could be made by Madras.15

Besides the organizational differences between the three
armies, in the Bengal army the pattern of recruitment also
differed. The sepoy held a unique relationship with the

16 He shared the social

British, as well as his own society.
and cultural background of his fellow countrymen. The

Bengal army as part of the British Indian army was a product

l3.b Stratchey, Indig, p.61.
14. Ibid..

15. Anon, *Indian Army*®, Calcutta Review, Vol. 89, 1889, p.236,

16. Ellinwood, Pradhan, The Indian Soldier and WO§ld War I,
F. 178, henceforth referred to as The Indian “>oldier,
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of customs, traditions and local practices, as much as,

or really more than it was of a monolithic and rationalized

central design. 17

Apart from the use of force and ecanamic manipulation,
cultural and ideoclogical intervention were also part of
colonial strategies to entex the Indian caonsciousness.

The colocnial power was successful in obtaining the colla=-
boration of the people. "Now if the history of British
India demonsStrates one fact more clearly than another,it is
this, that the British Empire in India has been founded,
extended and held for the last hundre;i years with the aig
and consent of the people for if the people had not tacitly
acquiesced in the territorial aggrandizement of John Company
what could a handful o British soldiers which Clive had

under his cormand do? nl8

Although it was to the Kshatriyas that the sacred laws
assigned the role of warrior, the armies of India, from
the earliest times consisted of men of different castes.19
The Brahmins were so numerouS that cnly a small proportiom

could be employed in sacredotal functios and charity towards

17. Roger Beaumount, Sword of the Rai : The British Army

in India 1747-1547., p.192.
18. Hindu Patriot, Nov. 7, 1864.

19, T.”., Heathcote, "The Indian Army : A Garrison of

the Indign Empire", p.82.




them was not adequate to generate a living. They were
found in almost every occupation. They were very numerous
in the o0ld Bengal army and the name of me of their sub-
divisions ‘Pande’ became the generic term by which the

mutineers of 1857 were commonly known to the English in

Inc]ia.20

Maj or General J.B. Hearsay, K.C.,B, Commanding Presi-
dency Div., (1858)3engal Army reported that the three armies
were composed differently. The Bengal army was of high
caste Brahm;ns, Kshatriyas, Rajputs, Koormees or cultivators
of the soil Kaets or water caste, Gualas or cowkeepers,
Aheers or herdsmen and but very few of the lower castes of

Hind « s, Muhamedans, Sheeks, Sayeds, Moghuls, and Pathans. !

In the Bengal army then, the victory of caste was
complet:e.22 The ‘Brahmanization'’ of the army indicates the
larger induction of upper castes distinct from 1lower castes
into the Bengal army. If the British were to govern India
as a temporal and sovereign power its army should have bet{:er
roots among its people, Then the fiat went forth that the
real folk of the countryside and the yeoman peasantry and
the landbwners were to be encouraged to enter the Company's

ranks wherever men of heart and thew. could be fo_md-.23

20« Stratchey, India, p.216

21. Maj. Gen., J.B. Hearsey, Papers Supplementary tot he Report
of the Commissicers, Parliamentary Papers, House of
cmmons, 1859, C.2541, p. 177 (Henceforth referred to
as P,P,H, of C,, i8%9) .

22. Philip Mason, A Matter of Hoanor, p. 125.
23, Gen. George Mac Munn, Martial Races of Indjia, ©.170.
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This was a typlcal characteristic of modemized
societies. In fact,armed forces organizatims are
frequently elite organizationsS whose members are likely
to come from a single elite class, and if they are not
elite organizations and recruitment is open class, the vast
majority of the individuals are likely to comefrom agra-
rian social backgrounds 24

Recrujiting was carried out within the clan, so that
certain regiments looked like ne large family group.

The social institutions prevailed over the necessities of

the military. In fact the European element became half

Hindu and instead of being taught to pride themselves o

their soldiership,the scldiers were taught to pride themselves

on the absurdities of cas't:e.25

The Brahmanized Bengal army drew the attention of
of ficers and administrators who cautioned against the
dangers inherent in such a rgcruitment policy. 8Sir Henry
Lawrence suggested that, "ou;: sepoys are too much from
the same parts of the country; Oude, the Lower Doab and the
Upper Behar, There is too much of clarship among them and

the evil should be remedied."26

24. Marian J. Levy, Jr., Modernjzation gnd the Structure
of Soccieties, pp. 595-96.

25. Brig. Gen, John Jacob, The Views and Opinions, pp. 118-19.

26. Sir Henry Lawrence, Essays, Military & Political Written
In India, Pp. 24-25,
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Brig. Gen. Joln Jacob who carried out a thorough
investigation of the Bengal army argued that the faults
which had led to the lamentable state of the army were

those of the system and not of: individual8.27

Maj. Gen.
Birch suggested that the native troops should be t-aughf:
to rely an European troop.28 The indiscipline amon_g"the
regiments was far too rampant and remedial measures aught

to be expedited.

THE AFTERMATH OF 1857 3 REORGANISATION

1857 spelt the wvirtual extinction of the old Bengal
army. The Hon'able J.P. Grant reported that if the British
were to hold Hindustan, the Bengal army had to be reorgani-
zed without any delay. ®“What is true of the whole Indian
army is true of the Bengal army which is a greater part of

the whole“.29

A Royal Commission m§ded by Sir Jonathan Peel was
appainted to carry ocut a thorough investigation of the
maltifarious problems., An army camnissidx, and the famous
‘Punjab Committee'’ offered numerous suggestions. Scores

of of ficers were 1nterviewed.30

270 Op.Cit., pp- 112’ 113-

28. Maj. Gen. Birch, Report of Commissicners appointed to
inguire into the Organization of the Indian Army,
Parliamentary Papers, House ¢ Commons, C. 2515,

App. 61, p. 80.

29. Hon'able J.P, Grant, President of the Council in India.
Report of Commjssioners appointed to Ingujre into the
Organizatian of Indian Army (Peel Commission
Parliamentary Papers, HouSe of “ommans:, C. 2515, p.53
Hencefarth referred tc as Feel Commission

30. Ibid.
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The aarlier attempt to reorgahise the regimental
system was in September 1859. It sought to remove from
army list those regiments that had revolted against the

British and announced the names of thocse corps that had

remained loyal to the BritiSh.31

By 1861, orders had
been issued reorganizing the confused mass of regiments.
The Artillery and Corps of Engineers were transferred to the

Royal Corps.

doma of ehe wost slgnificant changes that took place
were the abolition of the native artillery, the transfer of
thé.Company's forces to the crown involving the amalgamation
of the local and line forces.32 The reorganization, though
of great importance politically affected the native army in
little more than name and in the conditions of service of

its British officers. 33

31, G.0.G.G. No. 1277 dated 8th Sept, 1859. Memcrandum

of Viscount Canning Peel Commissian, App, 55, 1857.
(At the outbreak of the mutiny, the Bengal army had

approximately 119,000 native troops of all arms) .

32. Amglgamation Orders. G.0.G.G. No., 332 dated 10th April
1861, G.G.0. No. 161~-A dated Oct. 29, 1863, Adj. Gen's

Circular No. 117-N dated Sept. 1864. Also published in
Friend of India' Jan.- Dec. 1861. Local faces were
troops recruited by the Company for service in India
and were thereafter stationed permanently in India.
The other category were the British regiments of this
Line. They were the Crown trcops and posted to India
on a temporary basis.

33. Col. F, Cardew, “Sketch of the Services of the Bengal
Native Army*, p. 303. Henceforth referred to as The
Bengal Native Army.




i W

A fundamental restructuring in the composition of the
army had been necessitated by the events of 1857. The
subsequent orders in respect c¢f the composition of the army
was dominated by the lietmotif of ‘Divide et ...mpera .
‘Balance and Counterpoise'. The colanial authorities
attempted to demclish/demysticize caste structures, by
completely ignoring the “Poorhbeah* soldier who hailed from
the upper echelong of scciety.These new levies,especially
of low caste men,were raised in place of the old disbanded
regiments. The zone of recruitment also shifted towards
the North West and the Punjab. The Doab and Bihar were
no longer considered feasible as recruitment zmes, Sir
William Mansfield pointed cut, "It was not becauSe they
loved us but because they hated Hindoostan and hated the

Bengal Army that the Sikhs have flocked to our standards
instead of seizing again the opportunity to strike out again
far their freedom. They wanted to revénge themselves and to
gain riches by the plunder ;af the Hindoostanee cities.

They were not attracted by mere daily pay. It was rather
the prospect cf wholsesale plunder and cf stamping on the

heads of their enerrxies.34

FURTHER CHANGES

The "Eden Commission®, 1879 was next in the chain of

major reorganization commissions to keep the army an

34. Sir W, Mansfield, Peel Commission, 1859. App. 62, D.97
He alsoc suggested, that with regard tc t he Hindoo
castes, it may be expedient to adopt into the army they
could hardly be too liberal. The spiri%« of exclusive-
ness, in favour cf the high and cleanly castes, was
the forerunner of all mutinies.
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effective fighting force.

The Commission was required to investigate matters
of security, the elements of danger, the strength and
distribution of the police, question of compulsory enrolment
and the volunteer system, and the "general military
requirements of the province for garrison purposSes and
the maintenance of order, and for internal and military

)]
purpOSes.35 Reductions in the strength cf the Army were

36 Apprehensive of the

not recommended by all officers.
threat to British hegemony in India, the Commission of

1879 said “we must at all times be prepared to hecld with

the sword, the cauntry we have won, from a warlike population

by the sword. u37

Maintaining the trend of the Peel Commission towards
native officers, it was further suggested that they shculd
shoulder more responsSibilities. A proportion of the vacan-
cies in the ranks of the native officers could be allocated -
to ‘direct cadets' of ‘good families'. Much debate was
generated over the abPpaintment of Indians to the commission-
ed ranks in the Eurcpean Grade. The outcome was the best-
owal of Honorary commissions to some Indian princes as a mark

of special favour.

35. Report of the Army Organization Commission, 1879,
pp‘ 1020

36. Report No. 2449, Army Organization Commission, 1879.
pP. 1~12, The possible elements of future danger
existed, mainly an account of the rigid revenue system,
judicial system, taxation etc. '

37. Report No. 34, Army Organizaticn Commjssion, 1879, Fp.6.
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Areas of recruitment were defined within the limics
of the *provincial system’, This was sugcested with the
dual objective of preventing the development of a ‘community
of feeling® that could arise from a close association of
races, and the elimination of discontent -and allenation
of the service that had arisen because the Hindustani
soldier was required to serve far from his home. This
indicated further structural changes in the composition

of the army.38

During the 1880's Field Marshal Roberts, Lords Lytton,
Lord Ripon, amongst many others, lobbied very determinedly

39 In 1891, a Royal Warrant decreed

for a change in the system,
that the three Staff Corps of the Presidency armies be
amalgamated into the Indian Staff Corps. In 1893,the British
Parliament passed the Madras and Bambay Armies Act. Accord-
ingly the officers of the Commander-in-Chief of those

armies were abolished and the power of military contral

exercised by the Governor in Council of those Presjidencies

‘was withdrawn. The Presidential armies were abolished with

38 V. Longer, "Red Coats to Oljive Green", pp. 121-123.

39. Hira Singh, The British in India, P 1. In 1893, Lord
Kimberly told Parliament that a very important cansSi-
deration, which necessitated the reform was the proxi-
mity of Russia, to the frontiers of India. In the early
nineteenth century, Malcolm had advocated the amalga-
mation of the armies ‘.. _. 7 . -
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effect from April 1, 12395, and the comhined armies

designated the "aArmy in India®.%

OPERATIONS

A lengthy chapter in the history of the Bengal army
had been brought to an end. Through those years, its men has
been action from Kabul to Mandalay, from China to the Nile".41
Between 1860~-1888, numerous expeditions had been sent to
the N.W.F, Bengal troops had been sSent tc China (1860) ,
Bhutan (1865) Aden (1865-66), Apyssinia (1867-68), Malta
1878, Egypt (1882) Burma (1865-87), Sikkim (1888) Manigpur

(1891) . 42

The 2nd Afghan wWar saw hectic military operations,
defeats and victories. It was also throcugh the course of
this war that the use of Khaki was pcpularized. Although
it had been used earlier, it now Served/;i excellent
camouflage colour amidst the rugged mountain terrain of
the North West., The red coats were dangerouSly conspclcmous_

and were later discardedo43 The NJW, Frontier remained

40. General Order, G.0.I., Army Dept., No. 981, Octcher
26, 1894, The use of the term *Indian Army® = = «---
i 4 was avoided, for the British officers with the Indian
force were subject to the Army Act, and not Indian

Articles of War.,

41. V., Longer, “"Red Coats to Olive Greens®, p. 132.

42. Col. F., Cardew, The Bengal Native Army, 487-496.

43. Op.cit., p, 117.
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a sensitive zane that required additional defences and
increases in troop strength. The Bengal Army continued

to see action there. Amongst the various operations under-
taken, the Black Mountain expedition in 1888, the Miranzad
expeditio in 1891, Hunza Nagar expedition in 1891, opera-
tions in Waziristan and Chitral, saw numerous hard fought

44 Regiments of the Bengal army, bestowed with

battles.
honors and titles, proudly emblazoned on their colors,
cantinued to uphold the same traditions of valour in the

future.

44. F. Cardew, ‘The Bengal Native Army, pp. 493-495.
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SOME APPROACHES T0 THE MILITARY WRITINGS OF THE PERIOD

Traditionally military historiography has dealt with
the writing of regimental histories, of the study of the
armed forces, of the conduct of war, of 10 gistics, strategies,
weapons, of hattles and campaigns.1 Wars and soldiers were
insular subjects to be studied in confidence, apart from
other spﬁeres. Crisp precise reports were embodied in
war diariss. Committees and Commissions held inquiries
to study the requirements of the army and they were duly
1odged at headquarters t©C remain a concermn of the top
army brass. This narrow and technical military history was
to be expected a3 most of its practitioners were_either
serving or retired soldiers, who had been trained, and
conditioned to function in relative isolation from their

societLes.z

Clausewitz, one of the greatest generals and military
Strateqgist of the Russian army of the eighteenth century
suggasted that the elemental processes of war were too

uncertain and too riddled with chance and the unforeseen, to

l. J.C.A, Staff, “What 1s Military History3* History
TOdg!, P.9 * DGG, '93‘*.

2. John Childs, I bid, p. 10
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be wholly or even mostly captured by past formulae and
engineering calculations. He perceived that wars not mly
brought about c hanges, but that they were related to
the political and social structures°3 Hans Delbruck,
perhaps one of the most eminent among modern military
historians, suggested that war be studied within the
framework cf political and social history. By the nine-
teenth century, historians were aware of the fact that
social political and technological changes would trans-
form the nature of war. Nevertheless,the only change
that could be conceived of was one of scale. Future

campaigns would be bloodier and larger.4

Michael Howard suggested that the two world wars
changed notions of military history. "It might still be on
the battlefield that decisionsS were reached but the
nature cf a decision was so clearly determined by a
multiplicity of factor§:economic, technological, social,
moral that the history of thoSe wars could not possibly

be told purely in terms of campaigns.“S

Campaigns and battles Jdiffer from games of chess
and foctball, that are conducted in total detachment from
their environment according to strictly defined rules.
They are not tactical exercises writ large. They are,

as Marxist military analysis guite rightly insist, conflicts

3. Ibid, Michael Howard. Dp.6.
4., Ibid., p. 6.

50 Ibid-, p.6.
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of societies and they can be fully understood mly 1if
one understands the nature of the soclety fighting them.
The roots of victory and defeat have to be searched for,
far away from the battlefield in political, econamic,
social factors, which explain why armies are constituted
as they are; why their leaders conduct them in the way

they do.6

Military history as part of the broad spectrum of
historical study is in the simplest terms, the study
of 'Man in wWar' .7 The military,being a 1living institution
comprised of people, is a system, that is linked to all
aspects of societal development. Military developments
| are inextricably linked to the affairs of the past and
their repercussion are felt on developments in the present
and future. This broad based perception of military history
indicated,then, a radi¢al alteration in the approaches to

military history.

From the ancient Greeks through to the end of the
nineteenth century, the study of war, its causes and
consequences has been a principal preoccupation of historians.
This concentration of effort suggests,then,the importance

of war in human affairs.“8

6. Michael Howard, "Military History, Its Uses and
Abuses " Journal of the Unjted Service Institution,
July 1962,7 .48,

7. David Chandler, *“What is Military History*, Histary
Twa!' p’?o

8. J.C.A, stagg., Ibido’ P.9
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Incdian military historiography of the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries appear to be adjuncts of colenial
historiography. The expansion of the British Empire, and
of the military forces required to administer, patrol
or protect it, called for more officers specialized in the
technique of Indian battlecraft and diplomacy. Military
academies in England and India and general public interest
in Indian military affairs created a demand for books on
Indian warfare and political administration. Thus, the
cormissioning of Indian military historiography with the
works of Orme, Bruce, Wilks, and the writings of officials
like Brigadier-General John Jacob, Sir Bartle Frere, Sir John

Lawrence amongst others .9

The Indian military was a ccllaborator and a product
of the state system. The '}hiStori cal works of the period
resound with the successes and victories of the volunteer
British force, fighting overseas, against incohate native
armies, whether they were skirmishes at Plassey, of the
hard contested, Maratha, Carnatic, Sikh, Afghan or foreign
wars. The imperialist role as conqueror, Savior and
liberator, was spelt out loud and clear. The British were

the morally superior and civilizing power, bringing peace

9. Adrian Preston, “"The Indian Army and Indo-British
Political and Strategic Relations, 1745-1947",
Journal of the United Services Institution Centenary

Noo VOIO 100, 1970, p-3660
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and stability and converting a force of ruffians to an
organized, regimented, military institution modelled o

the Buropean pattern. General histories or memoirs are
replete with minuatae of organization, distribation and
location of troops, campaigns and battles. The fidelity
of the sepoy has been lavishly acclaimed, but the social
origin of the troops , their traditions and customs have
not figured too prominently. By the mid twentieth century,
both Indian and Westem scholarship on military mtters,
transcended the specificities of the military domain, link-
ing up assentially military mattggg;with other nan military

4

affairs,

$) \'Jv})l

St
" W
Orme's magnum opum, Mi;iterz\T»rénsgctims of the British

Natjon in Indostgn holds a title which is in itself
indicative of the predominance of military transactions in
the relations between the British and the Indians. Dedica=-
ted to His Majesty, George III, this masterpiece, wa3s '"an
attempt to commemorate the successes of the British armies

in Indoostan."'® It was through a polichof conquest that
British rule attempted to gain a legitimacy in "Industan".

In itself a rich storehouse of voluminous factual and
numerical data, it marrates, in great detail, various
negotiations with Indian princes, and the inmnumerable campai-

gns under British leadership.

10. Orme, Military Transactions of the British Nation in
Indostan From the Year MDCC XLY. Title page.

Diss
355.0095414
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WORKS ON THE BENGAL ARMY

The classic accounts of the Bengal army were
written by Captain Arthur Broomein the nineteenth cen-
tury. Captain Broame's history was to be a two volumes
project, but the second volume was not published. 1In
Vol. 1, the introduction has a gquaint little ‘advertise-
ment® which reads, "in its present form it contains the
only available detailed narrative of military events of
an important period and the aly special record of the
early deeds and conditions of an army which by the varied
and brilliant nature of its services during a century of
active and successful operation, has established a

prominent position in public estimation."11

According to Capt. Williams, the Bengal Native

Infgntry had long been noticed for their good conduct
and gallantry in the field, as some of the battalions
had upon all occasions distinguished themselves in a

particular manner. Many oléd officers had expressed their

cancern that no minute account had been published of them%2

Therefore the object of his brief rarration was to “record
the characteristic features of the native troocrs and

the prominent services of the sepoy battalicns on the

11. Captain Arthur Broome, History cf the Rise and progress
of the Bengal Army. 2nd page.

12, Capt. J. Williams, Historical Account of the Rise and
Progress of the Bengal Native Infantry, down to the
year 1796, p.l.
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13

Bengal establishment.” He praised the gualities of

the sepoys whan he rated as the best scldiers in the

world.“14

The achievements cf the Bengal Army were updated
right til1l 1895 in Cardew's extremely informative accoaunt

A sketch of the Services cf the Bengal Native Army. Besides

prcviding information on organizaticnal changes in the
post-mutiny period, he offers lucid battle accounts. He
has included excellent takles on the chranology, raising,
disbanding, renumbering, locatian of battalions, and the
battle haors cf regiments. Capt. A, Buckle’s work on
the "Royal Bengal Artillery takes us from its inception
to 1850 . The artillery was a favoured and honoured arm
of the service and the Indian troops gave a good account
of themselves. Amiya Barat's wcrk an the "Bengal Native

Infantry, Its Organization and Disciplire, 1757-1796"

marks a radical departure in the content and trend that

had been the patterm hithertc, The exhaustive chapter m
the ‘Native Sclidiery' investigates the social milieu of
the sepoys, recruitment norms, sSalaries, pensims, rivi-

leges, housing, rewards and honors.

13. 1Ibid., p. 320.

14. 1Ibid., “We cannot but sufficiently admire the Bengél
Sepoys : such gallantry, submission, temperance and
fidelity, were perhaps never®,
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SOME DISCERNIBLE TRENDS

The Military as an Imstrument of Bolicy : Histories,

like "The Presidential Armies of India,"”" do not attempt
to be like Gibbon's work an Rome, or Kaye's account of

the mutiny. Nevertheless, this is a detailed account,
that endeavours to inform the British public of the succe-
sses and glories cf each of the Presidential armies.15 A
prophetic remark made by Clive to the Select Committee

of the Court of Directora that the importance of their
possessionS in Bengal would compel them to send out an early
and large supply of troops and good officers, but also

of young gentlemen for the civil branches cof buSiness."16
"Peace, " he cbserved, "is the most valuable of all
blessings; but it must b2 made sword in hand in this
country; if we mean tC preserve oar possessions.“17Eield
Marshal Roberts,almost a hundred and fifty years later,
reiterated this stand, when he said, "“our rule in India

tc begin with was established by camquest and coild not

for generaticns to come dispense with the support of military

against cutbreaks, local or general.“18

15, Lt. Col. Rivett-Camac, Presidential Armjes cof Indja,
P. 210.

16. Lt. Col. Rivett - Carmac, p. 245.

17. Maj. Gen. John Malcolm, “"Life of Robert Lord Cljive",
Collected frem the Family Papers, communicated by the
Earl of Powis, rp.l42.

18, Field Marshal Frederic Roberts. "Fallacies and Facts"
PPe 67. ’
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The colonial power had tC create a military to
support its imperialist cbjectives from within the very
ranks cf those whom they conquered by utilizing native
manpower. Capt. Arthur Broome writes, "Another point to
which Clive turned his attention, with that woanderful
discrimination and foresight which peculiarly marked his
character, was the crganization of an efficient, native,
regular force, and at this oeriod he had commenced the
farmation of a battalion cf sepoys, and had already raised
some three or four hundred men selected with a due regard
to their physical and cther military qualificaticns.
Hitherto, the native trcops when employed at Calcutta,
when required, designated Buxarries were nothing more
than Burkandaz, armed and equipped in the usual native
manner, without any attempt at discipline or regularity.
Clive wisely determined to make the expepnment of assimi-
lating them as far as prac;icable toc the Eurcopean brattalim,
and not anly furnished the new corps with arms and
accautrements, but with clothing of Eurcpean fashion, drilled
and disciplined them as regular troops and appointed Eurc-

pean officers to command.".19

The European scldier provided the leadership through

the qualities of bravery and discirpline. Nevertheless mere

19. Capt. Arthur Broome, “History of the Rise and Progress
of the Bengal Army, p. 92. Buxarries or Burkandaz or
matchl cck men recrujted from BuxXar, Shahbad district,
which upto 1857 was a great recruiting groand for
Sepoys .
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bravery of the English scldier was not an assurance of
the conquest of India, for numerically they were just a
handful. It was imperative that they be assisted by the
bravery and devotiam of the native armies cf Bengal,

Bombay and Madras.zo

Amongst the various battle accounts that deal with
the British conquest and expansion moves, the Decisive Battles
of India by Col. G. Malleson iS an outstanding study.
He points cut that, "in no other history was the story of
how we have won India told with more attention to the real
causes of our action and with a greater resolve to tell
S...Zl'

the whole truth without respect of person He wrote

about battles, "not necessarily bloody or spectacular,

but battles whose oatcome were decisive.“22

Sir Jomn Kaye's vclumes an the Indian Mutiny are an
official version of the event. They alsc cover the
military aspects very exhaustively and are based o
various doccuments and correspondence of the period. It
was given an excellent review by the press of thoSe times.
His work an the "Lives cf Indian ©fficers", though interst-

ing,does not delve into the social backgrcund of the soldiers,

Genergls®”, 1901. Preface, p. xiii.

2. Col. G. Malleson, Decisive Battles of India, Preface.

22, Ibid.
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In the post-mutiny period, the British survival
in India was contingent upon the augmentation of
Buropean troops. Sir Colin Campbell, writing in his
memairs an the reorganization of the Bengal Army, Saig,

I canceive it absoclutely necessary for

the sake of discipline and example that all the

arms of her Majesty's regular army shall be

largely represented in India, and that the

British shall have an army at least double

the strength of the native army as to render

resistence hopeless, 23
The purpose of the Indian army was enforcement of British
rule and defence cf India against local outbreaks of
violence and invasion from without. "If we are tc fulfil
our obligations to Afghanistan we must take advantége of
the present breathing time, otherwise,, Russia will be at
the foot of the l‘L'l.ndv.xkoosh“.24 The establishment was
Unequal tc¢ the task of holding India and Jdefending Afghan-
istan. An increase in the Gurkha, Sikh and Muhammedan
regiment was required. The increase in native strength
was to have a corresponding British counterpcise tc avoid

another" 1857%2°

23. Ed. Shadwell,’Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde",
pP. 385.

24. Elsmie, ed., "Field Msvshal Danald Stewart,* , p.415.

25. 1Ihid.
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EMULAT ION AND DEPENDENCY ON EUROPEAN MILITARY SYSTEM

The Indian Sepoy was expected to emulate the
European. The objective of cultivating a spirit of
confidence and self reliance was within the parameters of

British military requirements only.

The sepoy was toO be trained systematically always to
act in dependence and leaning on European support, never
tc be permitted to lead an assault or to make the first
attack, always to follow and‘to be made to loock up to
the Buropeans, as « . very much Superior tc them in

personal gallantryyin endurance, in solidarity.26

Captain Buckle, in an article in the Calcutts Review,

on the"Bengal Artillery" was apprehensive of the danger
of teaching the natives the use c¢f a_rtillery. In their
endeavour t¢ enhance their §ecurity, native trccps were
not to be trusted with such weapons, or should be supervised
only by BEuropean artillery men, barring e>‘<ceptiona1 cir-

cumStances, when such arms be entrusted toc them.27

PATERNAL ISM

The attitudes of the military towards the nature cf

26. Maj. General J.B., Hearsay Commander, Presidency
Division, Bengal, PP, H (L C. 1859, . 174,

27. &8ir John Lawrence, Ibid., pP. 6.
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their obligation to India faced same problems which
were not entirely on account of an imperial relationship.
The very nature of Indian society demanded a paternalis-

tic autocratic rul e.28

The sepoy was then called ‘'Jawan’ (youth) reflecting
the‘Mal -Baap’ relationship, between the'Captain Sahib"
and the “jawan®, which searched for leadership and

paternalism from the British officer.

In the classic first-hand account of active service

in the Bengal Army, From SePcy to Subedar, Subedar Sita

Ram Pande, in the Foreward refers to the “fatherly kindness
of the Government®. "when I was a sepoy the Captain of
my ccmpany would have som@ cf the men at his houSe all

day long and he talked with them.“29

After the mutiny

the situation changed. "One sahib told us that he never
knew what to say to us. The sahibs always knew what to
say, and how to Ssay it when I was a young soldisr.* 30
The British officers used to treat the sSepoys kindly but
they tumed against their master. They will never find
as good a master again Y He concludes, "And now, with

prcfound respect for one who has always bheen to me as a

28. Stephen Cohen, "Officer Traditions in the Indian Army"
Journal of the United Services Institution, Jan. 1964,
VO].. 94, ppv 32-38.

29. Sita Ram Pande, ed. by James Lunt, "From Sepoy tc Subedar"
P.25.

30, Ibid., p. 173,



.father, I make my most humble obeisance.31

Brig. General John Jacob’s cmtenticn was that the
native officers and men felt the greatest devotion
towards their European commander who Succeeded in raising
their character and position. The more the European was
able to improve them the greater did-he appear in their
estimation. In the vision of a new modern India, the
‘*jawan’ should be called upon to identify himsSelf with
the noble undertaking of a paternal government, devoted
to public service, cfficered by professionals of good
character and social bearing in which Indians of all
classes and races found cpportunity and honour at all
levels. The development of this feeling would be the
first step towards the conversion of a mercenary into

a patriotic army. 32

3. Ibid., p. 178, The first English edition translated
by Lt. Col. Norgate was published in 1873. 1Its
Hindustani edition served as a text book for British
cfficers to take their Hindustani language exam.
failing which they did not get their permanent commi -
ssions. The authenticity of the bcok 1S very cantro-
versial, nevertheless, it ¢ffers a delightful
experience intc the world of the Suybedar. To date,
it is perhaps, the only narration in print, by an
Indian Officer of the Bengal Army of theseyears,

32, Col. S. Hodgson, OpinionS of the Indian Army, p.53.
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According to Sir Charles Napier,

““he 0l1d Indians say there is no respect for

you in India without magnificence and trumpery.
A greater fallacy than this does not exist. The
European officer is loved by the sepoy for he

is honourable and just. He is the man to lead
him in battle, the man to keep him in discipline,
he i1s capable of making the Indian army march to
Moscow, but he must have fair play... the sepoy
must have a Captain to look up to." 33

Field Marshal Sir Frederxric Roberts, was a firm admirer
of the soldierly qualities of the Jats, Sikhs, Gurkhas, Dogras
and Rajputs, But his constant refrain was that they required to

be led by British officers.34

The military rulers' ability in drawing out the best
from the native soldier also stemmed from postures of
benevolence and friendliness., Lord Robert Napier of
Magdala who was admired by his troops, cared not a ‘straw'
for what the papers would say. He only cared to do his
duty.35 In so doing he was prepared to try and cause every
native, high and low to look upon the British as friends,
be ready tot ake an interest in all that effected their

welfare and happiness.36 Reposing the greatest canfidence

33. Lt. Gen. Sir, W, Napier, K.C.B., "The life and Opinjion
of gir Charles Napjexr", Vol. III, pp. 336-38,

34. Field Marshal sir F. Roberts, V.C.,, K.C.B., "“41 years
in India", p. 534. Henceforth referred to as Roberts,

FPorty one years in India.
35. Ed. By. Lt. Col. the Hmorable H.D. Napier, “Letters of

Field rshal Lord Napier of Magdala", P. 176
(Probyn Col. B) .

36. Ibid., P.35.
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in the native troops. he was not prepared to accept
the reports, of their restlessness in the lag wars, in

the North Western Frontier, for that could be remedied.37

SbCIAL STRUCTURES AND THE MILITARY'S ADAPTATION

In attempting to understand Indian Society sufficji-
ently to rule it, the colanial administration accepted
that caste was an essential feature of the Indian social

system.38 Perhaps their policy was dictated by adminis-

trative needs and the safety of British dominatim.39
It also Served as an ingenious Solution to the basic
problem of a group who see themselves as rulers as distinct
from the people they ruled.40 The martial caste system
was very flattering to the British who were able to See

themselves as the suprere caste able to command all races.41

37. 1Ibid., p. 64.

38. Lewis Carroll, “"Cclonial Perceptions. of Indian
Society and Emergence of Caste Associations®,
Journal of Asjian Studies, Vol. XXXVII, No.2, Feb.1978,
p0248.

39. Ghurye, Caste and Race in India, p. 197.
40. Philip Mason, "Patterns of Dominance", p.156.

41, Col. T, Heathcote, *‘The Indian Army, A Garrison of

British Imperial India, 1822-1922", p.156. Henceforth
referred to as The Indian Army.
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One of the glories of British memories was the
sepoy, flocking to the Company‘s services. In the Bengal
army, the gréanadiering of the line became very popular
and before long the British army was camposed of the
Hindt:mStanee’sepoys from Oude and Behar; Rajputs and
Brahmins making a fine soldier, or the Mcslems of the
same province, either Turks cor men of Afthan origin or
Sheiks.*®  The Rajputs, the flower of the army, were

bom soldiers and prided themselves on being so cansidered.?3

The jdeal soldier was the sturdy independent yeomen
farmer,be . he Rajput, Sikh, Jat or Mohammadan. The
Madrassi soldier was smallish, blackish, and rather low
caste, Marathas also were not high caste, but the Bengal
soldier was generally high caste. He was fair and loocked
the cleanest with the moSt handsome loocking build. He

proved to be reliable and"were men of bene and mutscle’:‘}--4

The circumstances and requirements of the post-
mutiny period called for numerousS changes. The birth-
right hitherto enjoyed by the Poorbeah soldier seemed to
pass henceforth “to ranks of our native army, who might
confidently be trusted to take their share of fighting

against a European foe.45 The best races were needed in

42. Majcr Mac Munn, "Martial Races", p. 172-73.

43. Dharam Pal, "The Pogrbeah Soldier", p.30.

44. Chenevix Trench, The Indian Army and the King's
enemies, 1900=-1947, p.ll.

45. Roberts, “Forty One years in India", p. 532.
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the ranks 046

And so, 1f the British temporarily suspended
their support of upper castes in the Bengal Army, they
found new methods of circumventing the regul atims

through the creatian of the 'martial raceS‘.47

THE MARTIAL RACES

Field Marshal Lord Frederic Roberts, of Kandhar
fame, and Commander-in-Chief from 1885-1893, in India,
who was a great protagonist cf the causes, observed, that
men from a particular ethnic gfoup, coning from places
with severely c0Old winters were better equipped to bear
arms than those hailing from the hat humid regiams who had
not the phsycial courage to bear arms. In the course of the
numerous campaigns he had fought he had the peculiar oppor=-
tunities of judging the relative qualities of the Natives
and no comparison could be made between the martial value
of a regiment recruited among the Gurkhas of Nepal or the
warlike races of Northern India vis-a-vis the m}es

recruited from the effeminate pecple of the SOuth.48

46. Lt. Gen. Sir George F. Mac Munn, "Martia)l Races of India"
India", London, p. 221.

47. In an interview with the 95 year old, General A.a.
Rudra, the oldest surviving Indian Army Officer, who
served in the British Army, and then the British
indian Army, on asking him his opinion of the ‘martial
races', he chuckled, and said, "Golly, Golly, I am a
Bengali, i The British did not include them amongst
the martial races'.

48, Roberts, E e years in India, p. 531-32.
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Nevertheless the danger existed of the likelthood
of people losing their martial habits, for want of uSe
thereby justifying the participation cof all races in

49 Gen. Frederic

their share of the defence of the Empire,
Hained assurances that the MadrassiS woild make excellent
scoldiers, with adequate tiaining,so Sir Bartle Frere's
reminders that there were no bad soldiers only bad

officers":’} or General Robert Napier of Magdala's faith

52 went

in the fighting qualities of the Indian soldier
unheeded, and "“Bob Bahadur®*s (Field Marshal Roberts)

reasoning cn the military races won the day.

Theorising on the genesis of the martial races, Gen
Mac Munnidentified the essential difference between the
East and the west with certain exceprtions being that mly
certain castes and classés could bear arms because others
had not the physical courage of the warrior. The argu-
ment was that only certain races were permitted to bear
arms and in course of tine only certain races were fit

to bear arms.s3

49. Anon. "Indian Army", Calcutta Review, Vol. 89, 178.

50. Robert S. Rait, °‘Field Marshal Sir Frederic Paul
Haines", p. 319.

51. Heathcote, !The Indian Army‘, p.&l.

52. G. Elsmie, ed. Field Marshal Donald Stewart, D. 446.
Pwhile reccgnizing the superior fighting qualities cof

the Sikh and Gurkhas, he discussed with the eye of

a statesmen the inexpediency of relying exclusively
upon those races for f£illing the ranks of our army"
Sir Alex Arbuthnct, mem ber of the Indian Council said
this of Robert Napier of Magdala.

53. Gen. George Mac Munn, “Armies cf India", p. 129-130.
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Whether fable or myth, MacMunn suggested a Strange
medley cf causes for the same. among them the impact cf
prolonged years cf varying religions on their followers,
to early marriages to malaria and hookwcrm and other
ills cf neglected sanitation in a hot humid climate and
the deteriorating effect of aems of tropical sun were
responsikle for such behavioural patterns and character-

54 “The term 'martial races® is applicable to

istics.
descendents c¢f warricrs who carried forward the Aryan,
influx, for example the Rajputs and the Jats. They were
generally small land-owners and Yeoren, and were very good
classes, too,since in India the exodus tc the towns was

)

limited.>> “The peasant is a well born man distinct from

the mere helot cf low birth who in some parts help on

L]
the 1and.56
54,  Gen. MacMung, "Martial KRaces", p.2.

55. 1Ibid., p. 223,

56. MacMunn, “Armies cf India,) p. 130. .
His deduction was that with the reconstructim which
gave tc the Punjabi the birthright hitherto enjoyed
by the Hindustani, the new classes were drawn from;
1. Tribesmer from the N.W. Frontier, both from
within and without the border. s

2. The cultivating classes from the Punjabi Plain
viz, Sikhs, Muhammadans, Hindu Rajpats from the
Punjab hills known as Dogras.

3. Certain of the classes of Hindustan as listed in
the 0ld army but to a lesser extent.

4. Men cof Nepal and the adjoining hills viz., Gurkhas,
Garhwalis, Kumamis.

5. The Madras and Bombay armies, with Tamil and Telugu
peasants and its parish class and Christians and
the Muslim descendants of Afghan, Turk and Arab
settlers, The latter with its Mahrattas, Dekhand
Muslims of descent similar to those in Madrase.
The new regrouring clearly shawved how the older
races had lost their martial characterigtics.
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A great deal of interest was evoked in studying
the *military' races. As part of official policy the

compilation of 'Caste Handbooks® on each of the 'military
57

races' was published. This literature described the
origin, loccale, social milieu, customs, traditions,
religion, recruitment practices, leave and furlough of
each of these ethnic / caste grours. They were and remain
a rich source cf information on the men who were recruited,
for,e ach of the 'martial races' were ascribed specific

characteristics, moulding them into stereotypes that were

accept'ble for yeass to come.

The GURKHAS were cmsidered to be the best scldiers
in Asia, keen sportsmen and happiest when tiger hunting.
A famous saying amangst them was ‘Kafar hunnu bhanda,
marnu ramrc, c(it is better to die than to be a coward) .
Tall ,of acquiline appearance, the SIKHS fcught with the
majesty that the British soldier did and possesséd the
physical courage that was unusual in ‘their class' .59 The
DOGRAS were considered ehivalrous but keenly sensitive to

60
affreant. The RAJRUTANA CLASSES were associated with

57. Details provided in the Bibliography.
58. Lt. Col. Eden Vansittart , Caste Handbooks, Gurkhas, p.68
59. Gen. MacMunn, Martial Races of India, pp. 251=-252.

60. Lt. Col. W.S. Cunningham, Caste Handbooks, Dogras, p.88
“In no part of the world has the devotion of soldiers
to their immediate chiefs been more remarkable than
among the Dogras. They have a meatural respect for
authority and have their military fidelity and loyalty".
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bravery, undemonstrativeness, and great pride of race.

They would never subordinate military efficiency to

61

religious prejudices. “The Rajputs are par excellence

62

the military caste of Hindustan", Appreciated for their

natural cleanliness, fine physique and soldierly bearing,

the BRAHMINS, weak point lay in their adherence to caste

normS.63 The JATS,essentlially farmers, were stolid,

thrifty and free from caste prejudices especially in

the preparation of foods. They entered the service from

a lowe. of soldiering rather than as a means cf earning

a 1ivelihood.64 The MARATHA, although no swashbuckleyr

was gallant and braveés The KUMAONIS made good in the

various regiments they joined, as can be estimated from thre

awards granted to them on field service, and this bears

out their cld saying, "Rana mukh chhatri tiratti mukh

w 66

Brahmun". (The Rajput'’s face towards the bettle, the

Brahmin's face towards the shrine). Essentially hillmen,

of cheerful disposition, the GARHWALI was of gocd physique,

with great powers cf endurance and if kept up to the mark,

capable cf great enerqgy and alertness,

67

61.

62.
63.
64.

65,
66,
67

Maj, B.L. Cole, Caste Handbooks, Rajputana Classes, p.29.

Edmund Candler, The Sepoy, p. 112.
Capt. A.H, Bingley, Caste Handbccks, Brahmans, pp. 51-52.
Capt. A.H.Bingley, Caste, Handbooks, Guijars, Jats, Ahirs,

Pe
Emund Candler, The Sepoy, p. 110.

Lt. Ccl. A, Lathan, Caste Handbook, Kumaonis, pr. 37-38.
Capt. J. Evatt, Caste Handbooks, Garhwalis, p. 37.
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The PUNJABI MUHAMMEDAN jrnciuded Rajputs, Jats, Gujjars,

and fcreign Tribes.68 Hailing from a peasant milieu,

the more well to do enrolled in the cavalry. There were

also large numbers in the infantry.69 Of the HINDISTAN

MUSALMAN not all were of the same ethnic crigin, but

the Fathans, Moghuls, Shekhs, Sayads, Musulman, Rajpiats

(Khanzadas) Musulman Jats (Mula Jats) Mewatis (Meocs) were

categorized as the 'fighting classes‘;7o GUJARS and AHIRS

could also make gocd soldiers., They were recruited in the

army among the Rajputana classes and in the Punjab as

71

Punjabi Muhammedans. The AHIRS tend to keep to themselves

Although wanting in intiative, they were conscienticus

72

and capable of great endurance. The GUJARS generally

cheerful were free from intrigue and vice.

From this amalgam,then, cf men of fire, bome and

muscle, rcll out stories of battles, of hamours and of

defeats. Western scholarship's cobsession with the mythical

formilation became quite unpopular thraugh the two wars,

for men from all coomunities were recruited with success,

Perhars the war: situation rationalized the erstwhile

chimerical categorization, nevertheless the magic and

romance of the 'martial races' lingered.

€8.

69.
70 .

71.

72.

Lt. Col. J.M. Wikeley, Caste Handbooks, Puniabi Musalmans,
p. 1.
Gen. MacMunn, Martial Races cf India, pP.246.

Maj. W. Fitzbourne, Caste Handbocks, Hindystans

Mus gmans s+ DPo 47.

Capt. AH. Bingley, Casts Handbooks, Guiiars, Jats,
Ahirs, p. 39.

Lt. Col. J.M, Wikeley, Caste Handbocks, Punjiabi
Musglmg;s, p.6 .
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CHAPTER II

COMFOSITION AND RECRUITMENT

Indian Soldiers did not arise like Lakshmi .

from the foam of the Indian Ocean. They

emerged from the confiicts of histery. 1

1857 was the crucible from which thes new Bengal Army

emerged. It no longer favoured the Poorbeah, but was to
be &mpwed of "an entirely new set of men, with none of
the 014 leaven to impregnate the new mass“.2 The enlist-.
ment of all fighting classes whether Muhammedans, Hindus,
Sikhs, in the proportion was advocated. The British used
the term “classes™ in referring to ethnic group or caste
which was recruited to the army, The term was not used
in the sense of a social 1evel, but rather as a synonym
for the cultural, ethnic or caste groups which were recruit-
ed.’ “The mctto of the regimental commander and therefore the
Commander-in-Chief must b2 for the future; Divide et
i.mpera“‘4 This principle was adopted in the army to sStruce-
ture the formation of regiments, on a "tl1a3s regiment"
pattern, which remained an extremely important feature of
the 1Indian Armies of the British period especially after

the Mutiny?

l. Yeasts Brown, "Martial India", p. 52.

2. Col. Burnsg, Punjab “ommittee, P,P, H. ¢« . C, 1859, p.182,

3. Stephen Cohen, "The Indian Army gnd Its Contxibution to
the Development of g Nat{on®, p. 42.

4. Maj « Gen, Sir William Maﬂsfield, PoPoHo LI Co 1859,
App. 62, p. 100

5¢ K.MJL. Saxena, "The Mfilitary System of India%, p.86.
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In accordance with the recommendations of the Peel
Commissim in 1858, the strength of the army underwent
a drastic reduction. After two major reorganisatios

there were to be 19 cavalry regiments and 44 infantry

6 The 45th Native

Infantry Regiment (Rattray's Sikhs) was formed in 1864.7

regiments under the Commander-in-Chief,

In this chapter I have attempted to study the
reorganization of the Army after 1858, in the context of
recrujitment, the composition of regiments, and subseguent

changea,.,

INDUCTION OF LOW CASTES

In the pre-mutiny Bengal Army, “the high caste Brahmin
and the Kshatriya Raj poot were mustered very strongly.
They almost formed a close borough of a regiment and min-

It
tained a monopoly on the service.® These sepoys took no

6. G.,0.G.&No, 1277 of 1859 ; No. 400, 3rd May 1861;
No. 494 of 31st May 1861; No. 990 of 1861; pravide
details on the reduction of numbers, whereby an
infantry regiment was to have 600 sepoys, and a cavalry
regimént a total of 499 nativesof all ranks; as
also the renumbering of the regiments.

Te GcooGoGo No. 326, 1864.

8. Anen, "The Indian Army‘, Calcutty Review, Vol. 89,178
Oct. 1889, p. 237. ,
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pains to disguise the fact that their presence was
imperative and the ‘Brahmanized’ colmels confcrmed to

their caste requirements R

The admission of low castes and the exclusien of
high castes was part of the argument of the new recruitment
policy after 1857, 1In itself it was not novel, because
Lord william Berntick as Commander-in-Chief had made
similiar though unsuccessful attempts earlier.lo Col.
James Skinner of Skinner's Horse had alse suggested that
the Kunjar (Gypsies), Nutts and Sweepers could be employed
with great advantage.11 A "Precis of Report on Low Caste
Lev:les"12 presented in June 1860 concluded that low caste

13 These men

men could be as brave as high caste men.
were as €asily drilled and disciplined as the higher castes.
Jats, Ahirs, Ladhs, Gujars, Gureyah, Pasis, Doms, Dhanuks
' madé good soldiers,l,AvThe'sé men,  who were almost equal to
the men of the earlier high caste sepoy regiments, cauld

undexrgo stress and were very persevering, despite having

9. Sir William Mansfield, P.P,H.0.C,, 1859, App. 62, P.99
100 C°10 MaYhem, POP.H.0¢C. 1859‘ p. 181.
l11. Ibid. pp. 181, 182.
12, Mi}l Depto Cms‘utatim, Oct. 1860' Nas, 1479-94,
Proc A, Nos, 547-62. These Levies had been raised
hurriedly from the low castes during 1857, when the
Bengal Army had risen up in arms and had to be replaced.
13, Lt. Gen., Sir George Pollock, G.C.B. P.P, H,0.C, p, XI, X,

l14. Ibid. Brig. J. wheeler, Commanding Saugar Divisiaen,
Allygurh Levy,
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been subject to degradation from youth.ls The Ahirs

were not very attractive in aPpearance but were extremely
faithfal 7 to their employers and had the potential of
being good marksmen.16 Their weakness lay in their

love for drinking. 17

The caste issue® could not be ignored for that was
part of the gsocial structure but the recruitment from
lcw castes had accompanying dangers and problems. There
was a likelihood of breach of discipline in the instance of
a low caste sepoy crouching with his forehead to the
ground before a Brahmin sepoy. "If low caste men e.Jg.
Sweepers be enlisted in our ranks, our great political
cbject which we have in view, i.e. the counterpoise of

races will not be attained."18

A group of officers suggested soldiers had to possess
specific qualities other than that of caste, Their only
bond of union was duty to the state, none else, and such

had been experienced eatlier.19 Sir Patrick Grant,

15, 1Ibid., Brig. Dennis, C.B.,, Cawnpore Levy.
16. Ibid., Lte. Col., Bruce, Chief of Qude Policy

17. Ibid., Maj. Gen, Campbell C.B., and Brig, Gordm
who inspected the ‘Levy'’ States.

18, Recommendatiams of Pubjab Committee, P,0.H,0.C, 18959,
App. 71, p. 180.

190 H.BOEQ Sir Bartl,e F:ere' POPO HOO.C. 1859‘ p.s.
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Commander-in-Chief Madras Army, 1857 suggested that

every man, physically fit, Should be eligible for enlist-

ment without distinctio of caste, race or tribe.zolt

was felt that the army should be open to men of all castes,

even, low castes and that they would rise in their own

esteem and become more enlightened. According to Sir

Hugh Rose, Commander-in-Chief (1860-65),‘rthere are no

better méans for this purpose than opening t© them the

ranks of a well disciplined regiment under a just and good

w 21

commaending Officer®.

CLASS vs MIXED REGIMENTS

The caste factor was to be subsumed under the rubrics

of homogenized regiments, consisting of men belamging to

’
the same caste group m‘class regiments, For example,

corps composed entirely of Sikhs, Rajpats, Grurkhas,

Punjabis, etc., or their companies constituted thus, in

the‘class company’ regiments,

22 5 grave objectim to the

‘homogenized’ principle was the cccasion of festive

celebrations, when the entire regiment would demand leave !

*Teo many men of one mind congregating together was an

insuperable objection itself" .23

20.
21,

22.
23.

Sir Patrick Grant,' P.,P.H.9.€185, p.126.

Sir Hugh Rose, C-in-C, India. Mi], Dept, Consyltatims
Oct. 1860, Nos. 1479-94 (proceeding A. 547-62) .

CO].. Keith Young, P.POHQO.CO 1859' pol43o

Maj. Gen, sir. Mark Cubbon, P.P. H,0.C, 1859, P,.105.
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A ‘mixed composition in the personnel of all the
native corps of cavalry and infantry was considered
advantageous by a section of officers. "It is a guarantee
for the suppression of any sPirit of disaffectiam or
conspiracy that might be attempted in a native corp8".24
“Men should be taken from every caste and every district.
There could not be too great a diversity 2“25 Citing
the incident of an encounter with certain Muhammedan tribes
in the mountains, Brigadier General N.B, Chamberlain, C.B.
commanding the Punjab Irreqular Force and Lt. Col. H.B.
Lumsden, C.B., Commandant of the Corps of Guigdes, discovered
their men who were mainly Muhammedan, <n the verge of
absconding with the enemy. 710 prevent such an occurence in
the future these officers saw the wisdom in opting for
mixed regiments.26

After a very lengthy,mature cansideraticn (same three
or four years) on the question of the ‘compositicm of regi-
ments*, Sir Hugh Rcse, Commander-in-Chief, India came to
the conclusimm that "althocugh there is but cne opinion
that it 18 indispensable for the good coanduct of the Native
Army that its composition Should be a thorough mixture,

yet on the other hand the cpinions are so varied and different,

24. Mi), Proc dgs.,Nov, 1862, Procdg. No. 72.

25. Lord Clyde, P,P,H,G.C, 59, App. 58, v.63.
26. Mi}, Procdgs.,No.v 1862, Procdg. No. 724.
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as to the mode or system of that mixture of campositicen
that it would be better and safer that the Government of
India should not adopt for the Army any one particular
mode or system of compositicn, but allow the general

n
application of all these systems of nﬂ.Xture.27

Accordingly, the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Gurkhas and the
23rd and 32nd Picneers were structured on the class regi-
ment pattermn., Regiments modelled on the District corps
system were the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 11th, 12th, 16th,
17th., Bengal Native Infantry, or the Hindustani regi-
ments, &and the 14th and 15th Bengél Native Infantry or
Sikh regiments., The 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 24th, 25th,
26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st, Bengal Native
Infantry also called the Punjab Regiments and the 42nd,
43rd, 44th or the Assam and Syhlet were composed on the
basis of the ‘General Mixture'’ or °‘Plum Pudding®’ system,
The Class Company compositian was adopted by the 5th, 6th,
gth, 9th, 10th (Hind usteni Regiment), the 13th (the
Shekhawatee Regiment) the 18th, (the Alipore Regiment),
the 33rd, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 39th, 40th, 4lst
Bengal Native Infantry (which were Levies that had been

raised in 1858) .28

27. Mil, Precdgs., Nov. 1862., Procdg. No. 725.
28, Mi)}. Procdgs., No.v 1862, Procdg. No., 20.
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It was deemed judicious, that the compoesition of the
Native Army be enunciated in the form of a circular,
rather than a General Order,lest it becorme the target of
press attack, whether Eurcpean or Indian, which was likely
to b2 prejudicial, “was such that it weuld be impossible
to disguise that the mixed compositicn recommended to be
intrcduced to the Native army is based on a policy that
policy being, in fact, ame of mistrust of the native chara-
cter, and to neutralise the chances of combination and
canspiracy of native soldiers against the Government by
means of a mixture in Regiments of antogmistic races
and classe5."29 It was decided to publish Permanent Orders
to this effect only after the experi- ment had been tried

out. 30

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLASS COMPOSITION
SCHEME AND RECRUITMENT

Recruitment for the army was to be carried out

31

immediately™ ™ as it was imperative to bring the army up

The antecedents cf all reéruits had to be strictly verifiegd

lest the men from disbanded regiments join.33 The earlier

29, Mil, Procdgs.,, Now, 1862, Procdg. No., 726.

30, Mil, Procedgs., Nov.1862, Procdg. No., 729.
Adjutant Generals Circular No. 117 N, 9th Sept. 1864
dealt with the new scheme for the composition of
Bengal Native regiments. Further details are contained
in Appendix2.

31. Mil. Procdgs.,Nov, 1862, Prccdg. No., 730.
32, Mil. Procdgs.,Nov. 1862, Procdg. No., 729.
33, Mil. Procdgs., Dec. 1862, Procdg. No., 101,

to the required strength and to chosse the best men :-wailable%2
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practice of sending men home o leave to carry out recruiting
continued., Alsc, recruiting parties attended Melas to
enlist men, Various$ incentives were provided to the
recruiting parties, for example, °*Bringing mamey'’ -~ free
rail travel etc. The recruits were also granted an
allowance.34 Later, Recruiting Depots and Recruiting
Officers were appainted, to improve the system. Medical
Officers were cautimed to carry out the examinatioans thercugh-
ly.35

The 'class® composition of the native army was a subject
that drew the attention of the Commanders-in-Chiefs In
1871, it was reported that the General Order of 1864 deal -
ing with the constituti of regiments was not strictly

36 In some regiments there were men of

adhered to,
unauthecrized castes. Apparently they had been recruited
prior to the passage of the Orders. The serious problem
however was the violaticn of the prescrired proportims cf

‘castes® to be inducted.37

34, Index to Mil Procdgs.,June 1864, Procdg. No., 804-806,

35. G.0.G.G. No, 80, 1875. p. 190. Also sSsee Appendix I fcr
other details,

36, Mil. PIOCdQSQ,A‘Jg. 1879, PIOCngo NO.. 570.
37. For details See Appendix 2
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Lord Napier, while regretting the practice, believed
that in most cases it was unavoidable. According te the
mi xed cmstitutim of regiments, some corps had nearly as
many classes as companies of troeps., This created compli-
catims and difficulties in recruiting. It was difficult
to procure recruits of a particular class when the regi-
ment was quartéred at a distance from their homes. The
Commanding Officer was then compelled, either to permit his
regiment tc fall under its prescribed strength or toc £il1
up vacancies with men of other authorized castes; until
such time as recruits of the deficient 'class® could be

obtained,38

Another source of embarrasment was the absence in
many cases of representatives in the commissicned grades
of those ‘classes’ from which recruits were required.
This however, was to be rectified by having ‘class’

19 which wR{le removing one evil, would occasion

premetl e,
anothe¥ in the dicsontent WRiSh weuld 28Eus fram fPazumnt
supercessi cn which would take place among individuals cf
the same standing in the same regiment. During the years
1870-74 the average recruitment rate of each of the nineteen
Bengal Cavalry regiments ranged from 18 to 96 recruits,

per year . Consequently on 18t Jan. 1875, most of these

38. Mil: Prxdg.’ A'_lgo 1872' PIOCdg. NO., 400 .

39. Mil, Dept, Camsuyltations. Aug. 1872, Prccdg. No. 392-402
Bundle No, 1166-1176.



regiments were upto their authorised strength. However,
in the case of regiments where the deficiency exceeded

4% of the establishment, the non-availability of the
required ‘class’ at the station of posting of the regi-
ment was offered as the major reaso.for example, the

4th Bengal Cavalry, that was staticmed at Sewgowlie and
Meerut during 1870-74 experienced problems in recruiting
Sikhs, Pathans and Jats at Sewgowlie, The Commanding
Officer "hoped to recruit an improved class of Hindoos“.40
Similarly, in the case of the 6th Bengal Cavalry statiocned
at Kanpur and Morar, it was found that Sikhs and Pathans
were not prepared to leave the Punjab.41 The quality of
recruits was appreciably reasmable though a few Commanding
Officers expressed that "the men did not come up to the
ol1d Stamp".42 By 1889 the enhanced prices of grain and
forage and extra expenditure incurred for equipment and
clothing, deterred men frcﬁ joining.43 The 'razi bazi'
feeling was fast disappearing. The Commanding Officer of
the 1st Bengal Cavalry, enquired of a native officer, that
should he be questimed by the General if the men were

as 'razi’ as formerly, what his reply would be. The

native officer replied, "You know everything, what can I say"’

40. 4th Bengal Cavalry, Ibid.
41 . 6th Bengal Cavalry, Ibid.
42. 1st Bengal Cavalry, Ibid.
43. M}, Procdgs. Nov. 1889, Procdg. No. 714.
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This indicated that something had best be hidden, for
it was useless tc be talked about.“' The sowar was losing
his *4zzat’ at home for instead of being a man in good

circumstances as in former days, " he was now a pocr thing

unable to send money home".%>  Col. R.M. Clifford,

Commanding Officer of 2nd Bengal Cawvalry said, "It is all

a questian of pay” 246

its popalarity. 47

and the Cavalry service was losing
The great apprehension that arcse then
was that the fighting instincts of the people were
gradually diminishing and that the only ‘umedwars' were
the ones for whom the service was a means of subsSistence

and not thoSe whc cherished an inbormm love for soldiering.48

The native infantry of 50 regiments in comparism with
the cavalry found recruiting much more dif ficult. The
Commandinyg Officer of 4lst Native Infantry remarked, “when
my old regiment the 61st Native Infantry, marched fram
Lucknow tc the Punjab, some 50 fully trained supernumeries
accompanied it. Recruits had now moStly to be sought for,
and many are anXiousS tC get away as Scon as the 3 years

(]
are complete ! 49

44, Col. R, Morris, 1st Bengal Cavalry, Ibid..
45. €Col. J.H. Green, C.0. 12th Bengal Cavalry, Ibid..
46. Col. R,M, Clifford, .0, 2nd Bengal Cav., Ibid.

47, Sir Frederic Roberts, C-in-C, Ibid, p. 259.

48, Capt, L.H, Rivett Carmeg 19th Bengal Lancers, Ibid..
pPe. 319.

49. M., Procdgs. May 1876, Procdg. No. 20.
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Regiments admitted of diverse difficulties in
recraiting. There were problems of physique, health,
stamina, appearance, and alsSo ‘class®, and salary.

The men found it very difficult to maintain themselves

on their pay, especially when there had been a large
increase in prices.so That the men made rapid physical
improvement ence they joined the battaliocn, merely proved
that none , but those in the poorest circumstanc es enlisted.
In India as elsewhere, the labour market bid against the
State for able bodied men and tle inducements offered by
the State were not adequate to attract the best men to

1 Also,it was difficult for recruiting

military Service.
parties to enlist when the regiment was far away. "Good
Dogras are now difficult to cobtain; the military spirit
scems to be leaving the class", bemocaned the Commanding

Officer of 26 Native Ix*tfax'zt:z‘y.S:2

The overall demand for recruits was immense as all
regiments of both the Bengal and the Bombay armies
recruited heavily £rom the Punjab.53 The 34th and 35th
Bengal regiments experienced problems in obtaining Mehtars,

or low castes, Enlisting Chhutress, Ahu.rs and Koormies for

50. 12th Native Infantry' Ibido;

51. 23rd Native Infantry, Ibid., This regiment was composed
of Muzbee Sjikhs.

52. 26th Native Infantry, Ibid.
53. 31st Native Infantry, Ibid..
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the 38th Bengal Native Army, posed problems. It was not
just the distance of ‘Buxa. ' from the recruiting districts,
that appeared intimidating, but ‘Buxa ' itself did not
enjoy a good remtatim.54 The 42nd Native Infantry
encountered a paucity of Gurkhas and Jurwahs. The 45tk
Native Infantry that recruited primarily from the Mangha
Sikh districts, had difficulties in recruiting because

the opening of canals enriched the people far more than

military Service could !

By 1876, the number of recruits anlisted annually was
3743 for the 50 reginments of the Bengal Army under the
Commander-in-Chi€f.>> “The result is that the whole Bengal
Army and Fraentier Force consisted by the last returns
of the following proportian of each of the great divisims,
namely 22,256 natives of Hindustan, 19.719 natives of
Punjab, 4,797 men from Trans-Indus and 9,166 Goorkhas and
hillmen, besides 260 Christians, The Hindustanis again
were divided into 6,432 Mahommedans, 8054 Brahm¢ns, and
Rajpeets, 1,907 Jats and 5,863 of other (mainly lew)
castes; the Punjabis into 5,355 Mohammadans, 874 Hindus,
11,701 Sikhs, 1,169 Mauzbee Sikhs and 20 men of other castes;
the Trans-Indus men into 2,311 Afghans and 2,486 of various
tribes, and the hillmen into 5188 Gorkhas, 3126 Dogras,

and 852 hillmen of other classes".56

54. 38th Native Infantry, Ibid., This regiment was to have
2 companies of Jats, They were difficult to procure,
*owing to an admitted disinclinatim on the part of these
mento military service",

55. Mil, Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg. Nog,1, 19.
56. Mil., Procdgs.,May 1876, Procdg. No., 52.
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RECRUITING ZONES

Bihar and Qude had 1eng since ceased to be the fashion-
able recruiting grounds, for after 1857, the army extended
its sphere of enlistment to the °'North’ (West) supposedly,
improving the fighting gquality of the soldier. Infact,
there was scarcely a regiment in the Bengal, or even Bombay
Army, that did not send its recruiting parties to the
Punjab !57 Before the Mutiny the percentage of Hindustani
soldiers from *Northern India‘® in the Army was nothing
less than 90%. Since then, however,their percentage began
to came down with the result it was just 23% in 1893 . This
drastic drep in the recruitment of *Northem Indianmen
or Hindustani s as they were called in these days®, was
compensated for by a rise in the numbers of men from the
Punjab, N.W.F.P. Kashmir, the Kumacn, Garhwal, and Nepal .>°
Officers anticipating changes in the composition of their
regiments, promptly proposed, having Sikhs, Gurkhas,

Pathans, »

57. M{l., Procdg., May 1876, Procdg. No., 23.

58. D.H. Limaye. Some Aspects of Indian Miljitary Defence
P. 87.

59. Op.cit., Procdg. No, S2..
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S.No. Part of Country 1856 1858 1888 1893 1905
1.  Punjab, N.W.F.?. Loss 47 48 83 47
Kashmi r
10
2. Nepal, Garhwal, Less 6 27 25 15
Kumaon than
1
3. Northem Indian 90 47 35 25 22
except 1 & 2
4. Seuth India Neqgli- 18
gible
5. Burmah Ni)

The figure are percentages of the total.

60. Limaye, p. 86.
For details of Recruiting Zones, See Appendix 3
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SOME INDIVIDUAL CASES

The 5th Bengal Cavalry asked for a change in its
composition from that of a ‘general mixture' regiment to
one of a ‘class troap*! regiuent.61 The existing composition
was a mixXture of Mussulmans 165, Sikhs 101, Rajputs 38,

Dogras 47, Jats 36, BrahminS 66, other castes 5.

The regiment was reaching the proportims of each
*class® authorised and the C,0, Lt. Col. E.O. Gough, found
a strang tendency amang the men to form themselves by

a system of exchanges into ‘class’ troops, which tendency,

unless officially sanctioned would need to be repressed.62

Aware of the merits of such a formatim especially because
the men 80 formed would be happier and cantent than when
mixed up with others of different castes and prejudices,

he propoSed.

“2 troops of Mussulmans, because in old
times this class formed the mainstay of the
corps and still predominate; their conduct
has always been good and they were good
soldiers undoubtedly.

1 troop each of Dogras, Sikhs, Jats and
Rajpoots with a proportion of Brahmins of
each of these classes intermixed in their
respective troops.’

61. Mi}. Procdgs. July 1875, Procdgs. Ne,., 104,
62. Ibid..
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The changes were sanctioed, and were to be gradually

introduced.63

34th and. 35th Native I{lfixntty faced the problem of
inducting ‘low and menial castes.. The Commanding Of ficers
reported on the non-viability of the *Sweeper and Chumar’
castes in their battalims and pressed for their exclusion®?
In the case of the 35th Native Infantry Lt. Col. G.C.
Rowcraft stated that it was difficult to obtain men of

the Mehter caste of the physique required for military
service, and when enlisted to imbue such men with military
pride and martial ardour. The antecedents of the whole
caste as such, prevented them from shedding sentiments

of racial inferiority, which acted as a great impediment

in their discharge of dut:i.es.65

Jengdar Madaree, the only ene man of his caste to
have obtained a commissined rank in the 35th Native
Infantry until then, was a ’case in padnt. His performance
as pay Master was satisfactory, but on being promoted to
the rank of Jemader, recorded a marked decline. It was
obvioias from his manner and bearing that he acknowledged
his own Social inferiority according to native estimatim.,
He was thuS found unfit for positien and rank and duly

tranSferred on medical grounds to the Pension Establishment$®

63. Ibid.,
64, Mil. Procdgs. dov. 1878, Procdg. No., 1051.
65. Ibid.
66. Ibid.,
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In order to improve the standards of the regiment
Lt. Col. Rowcraft suggested the introduction of company of
S{khs, Brig. Gen, J.L. Natim, who had earlier commanded
this regiment agreed with Rowcroft that it was difficult to
find Chumars and Mehtars of military calibre. He, however,
felt that Aheers, Lodhs, Dhanooks, and Pasis were of good
physique and could make reascnable soldiers subject to a

test of their fighting abilities.®?

The merit of the *Sikh’ as a soldier was not circumspect
but the request was not granted on the grounds that Sikh
presence in a l1ow caste regiment, rather than raise the
standards, was likely to have a reverse effect. The anly
remedy appeared tO be a retention of all men from the same
‘1ow* caste, wherein inferiority complexes would not
develop. Moreover, $ikhs were being recruited into other
regimrents, and it was just as difficult to obtain them.
Shoald Chumars and Mehtars not fulfil the requirements,

Lodhs, Dhanooks, Pasis etc. could be inducted.68

In 1878 orders were issued to increase tw% hundred
men per reg.i.ment.s'9 The Commanding Officer of the 34th
Native Infantry te?;{uested that these companies should be

composed only of Rajputs, Brahmins, Dhanooks, Lodhg,

67. 1Ibid..

68, Mil. Procdgs. Nov. 1878, Procdg. No., 1052,
69 . GOOQGQG. 7th Dec. 18780
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Aheers, as he coiald not procure men of the sweeper caste
of proper height and good physical development. The
Commander-in-Chief concurred with the propocsals of sweeper
& Chumar exclusion, though he did not sanction the

increase of Brahmins and Rajmts.7o

The 18th BENGAL CAVALRY had difficulties im procuring
Hindustani MusSulmans from the North Western Provinces.
Malik Jehan Khan, tne of the chieftains who had partiei-
pated in 1857 at Kanpur, and was devotedly attached to the
British, impressed upon them the feasibility of recruiting
'Tewannahs®, an isclated ‘race’ frcm the remote part of the
Punjab who were not 1likely to make common cause with any
other factim. Cmnsequently the 18th Cavalry was authorised
2 trcops of Hindu stani Muhammedans, 2 troops of Sikhs,

2 troops of Funjabi Mahammedans and Tewannahs.71

The 42nd, 43rd and 44th Native Infantry or the Assam

Regiments were not subject tc¢ any specific class const:l.tut::{<:u?2

The Hindustani element was not to exceed 1/4 of the strengthzs

70. Mil, Frecdgs. March 1879, Procdg. Nos., 121-122.

71. Mil. Frecdgs. August 1879 . Procdgs. No.,, 590.

72. Mil, Procdgs. April 1882, Procdgs. No. 1902-03 . Ibid.
73. Standing Orders, 1864, Ibid..
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and the Pocurbeah element was to be eexclu.ded.‘74 Vacancies
were to be filled by Gurkhas, Nepalese and Jurwahs.

The 42nd Native Infantry continued to have two companies
of Sikhs that had been introduced by the late Col. Rattray
C.B.C.S.I., in 1865. The regiment was then at Dibrugarh,
where the men could procure milk and other necessaries

to which they were accustomed. Later when they were in
the Naga Hills such items were not easily available, Not-
withstanding attractive rates of compensatin for dearness
of provisians, the men were not happy in view of the vast
distances from their homes, heavy travel expenses and

the mercus furl ough.75

Brig. Gen. J.L. Natim's (Commander, Eastern Frontier
District) observaticon was that ¥Sikhs are a mistake in a
regiment permanently quartered in this province. Physical-
ly they are not fit for marching in a hilly country where
short sturdy men are far better than tall lanky man who
quickly succumb to the fatigues of hill marching. Climate
as a rule does not suit the Sikhs, they eat atta in preference
to rice and have more than cce been a source of f.ro'.xbj.e...."?6

Therefore, he recommended that the Sikh element be SubStie

tuted by Gurkhas. The Jurwahs, a useful class of men,

74. 1Ibid., Mil. Dept. Letter No. 1347, dated 28th March,1871.
75. Mil. Precdgs., April 1882, Procdgs. No. 1902.
76. Ibid.
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skilled in making huts, could also be recruited, maintain-

71 The eliminatim

ing their strength at about 100 men.
of the Sikhs from the 42nd Native Infantry and its substie
tution by Gurkhas. and Jurwah8 was sanctioned, to be

carried into effect gradually.'®

MODIFICATIONS IN THE CASTE.CLASS COMPOSITION

The British,desiring to follow a policy of friendly
relatims with tribes on the North Western Fratier, were
prepared to enlist them into military service. One of the
suggestims8 forwarded was for inclusion of Afridis, a
trive of the North Western Frontier, Lt. Col, H.W, Gorden,
of the 20th Punjab Infantry, expressed hi8 admiratic of
their physique, coarage and intelligence, and recommended
that the prohibiticn against their enlistment be withdrawn. d
Lt. Col. Low, C.B,, 13 Bengal Lancers,to the contrary
cautimed against desertions from within the ranks and
pllferage of arms and ammunitian. He felt that it was
neither practicable to enlist them in the cavalry, fa as
a race they were quite penuriocus. Should they be recruited,
their herses and weapansS were to be retained while they

77. Ibid..
78. Ibid.. Prccdg.NO.1903o

79. Mil, Progcdgs. Jan. 1882, Procdg. No. 373, 374,
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were on 1eave.80 After mich contrcversy, it was decided
tc enlist them, only in regiments that were desiroaus

of having them. However, they were to be formed in a distinct

company or 'tr:oop.81

Accordingly, the caste returns were required to be
modi fied in order t¢ give therein, a place to the various
class of Afridis for which the form did not provide,
It wa s also necessary to expunge certain other classes
as the Government had recently approved of measures proposed
by the Commander-in-Chief for simplifying the classifica-
tiom of the numerous castes of Hindus of Hindustan as
well as for ceasing enlistment of certain low castes.
The sub-division listed within the Sikh race appeared redumdant

and was also s:melif.i.ed.82

Surerceding all previous orders an the subject,sathe

General Order of the Commander-~in-Chief No, 9, 20th
Jan, 1883, Simla, laid down the ‘Caste Canstitutim® of the

‘native army’ .84

The following are some of the important cantents of the

Orders -

The conStitution of regiments fram a ‘general mixture'

80. Ibid.
8l. Mil..Procdgs., Sept. 1882. Procdg. Nos., 2579~2584,
82. Mil Procdgs. Jan. 1883, Procdg. No., 329.

83. Ad{, Gen, Circ No, 117-N, 9th Sept. 1864, and
an'dl"“§t§g"éin'g_""o"nrg"g' 5, 1864, Pp. 239-4l.

84. Mil. Procdgs. March 1883, Procdg. No. 377. Detalls
given in the Appendix 4
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to that of *class troops'’ was to be undertaken gradually.
General Officers forwarding procmotion rolls were requested
to furmnish the necessary infcrmatiam regarding the caste

of the men recommended, or reasons for supercessim.

The enlistment of men from menial classes such as
the Khuteeks, Mehters, Chumars, Dhanoeks, Pasis, Lodhs,
Gararias, Baniahs, Kaithay Kurmis, Bhatha and others
inferior tc them were to cease, However, the Commanding
Officer was empowered to exercise his discretian in enlist-
ing other castes which were of an inferior order, but not
absoOlutely the lowest. G «jars, Ahirs, and other classes
of ‘Hindo;astanee Hindoos®, could be enlisted under the
head of ’‘other Hindus®’, subject to their heing fit for mil{ tary

service,

Afridis were to be recruited amly in the 11th Bengal
Lancers, 19th Bengal Lancers, and 20th, 218t and 26th
Native Infantry and to be quartered together in ane troop
or company.

Punjabi Hindus or *Mommahs’ could be enlisted in Sikh
or Dogra troops or companies, to the extent of 1/10th of
their normal strength, All Punjabis, i.e. Punjabi
Mihammedans from Hindustane  regiments and all such Hindus-
tan s 8 from Punjabi regiments were to be eliminated
by gradually ceasing the recruiting of such classes for
corps in which in future they would not be authorized to

join. Districts such as Delhi, Gurgam, Jhajjar, Kumal,
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Rohtak, Hissar were not to be considered as in the Punjab
and men enlisted from them were to be reflected as

Hindustan i 8 and not Punjabis in the Caste Retums,

The four Gurkha regiments were to be composed of
Goorung, Megar, Khaas and Thakoor classes, 5% of other

castes and ‘Line 8093‘85 could be enlisted.

The Assam regiments wer permitted to enlist any
class of Gurkhas, excluding recruits from any part of Nepal

tc the West of Khatmandu.

The officers commanding regiments that enlisted hill
men, i.e. Garhwalis, Newars, Kumaemis, would do so in
communication with the Resident at Nepal, or the Commissioner
of Kumaa, who would assist them in obtaining suitable
recruits. It was not permissible to include Gurkhas under

*hillmen* .56

SUBSEQUENT CHANGES

Consequent tc the order on the Caste compositie,
recruiting in some corps, for example the 12th Native
Infantry had to be checked. Henceforth they would abandon
the Punjab as a recruiting field and turn to Hindustan;

regiments that had hitherto recruited men of inferior

85. The progeny of Gurkha socldiers, barn and broaght up
in the regiment,

86. Mil. Procdgs. March 1883, Procdg. No. 377,378 and 380,
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castes, could not, suddenly procure men from the

classes which they would in future recruit fram. Regiments
enlisting Garhwalis and hillmen were also likely to
encounter some impediments. Cosidering these problems,
the new consStitutim orders would require some time in

their implemen tation .87

The Kayastha Literary Natimal Association appealed
against the general order of the Commander-in-Chief, No.9
1883, prohibiting the enlistment of the *Kaisthsa' in the
native army.88 They established that they were a Kshatrivya
caste., The error was corrected by duly expunging their name
fram the 1ist. Nevertheless, the Commander-in-Chief did
not advise the enlistment of Kayasths in the native army,
not m account of any question of their social standing,
but because they were not suppoSed to be a military class .89
After careful cmm8ideration, the Government of India had
decided to restrict enlistment in the Bengal Army to amly
those classes which were universally recognised as

military.go

87. Mi). Procdgs. March 1883, Procdg.No. 1351, 1352,
88. Procdgs . Jan. 1884, Procdg. No. 2282-85,
89. M, Procdgs., Jan, 1884, Procdg. No, 2284/8.
90. Mil, Procdgs., Jan. 1884, Procdg. Nos. 2282-85 B,
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Gurkhas sServing with the 18th and 38th Bengal Native
Infantry were transferred to Assam regiments, and Hindus-
tani s in Assam regiments were transferred to the 18th

and 38th Native Infantry regiments.gl

Proposals for changes in the eight regiments of the
Punjab Frontier Force were forwarded by Brig. Gen. Kennedy
The hitherto ‘mixed’ troops' or ‘companies' were to
be structured on the patterm of class troops or ccmpanies92

tO increase the efficiency of the regiments.

The proposed changes would not'affect the proportion
between the religious elements in the infantry which
would remain as Hindus and Sikhs in 52 companies and
Muhammedans in 36 companies. In the Cavalry, they woaald
be equalized by the substitution of a Hindu in place of
a Muhammadan troop in order to increase the prepamderance

of the Hindu element on the fanatical Moslem bprder .’

The composition of the 7th Bengal Cavalry was Scheduled
for change. The Brahmin troop was to be substituted
by a Rajput troop. The BrahminsS were admittedly good
soldiers, but those gqualities were tamished by the innumer-

m 4

able religious prejudices that beset the and was likely

91. M} Procdgs. Feb. 1884, Procdg. Nos. 838-A,
92, Mi] Procdgs., Feb. 1884, Procdg. No. 230.
%3, Ibid..

94. Mil. Procdgs., June 1885, Procdg. No. 948,

Ed
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to produce unhealthy repercussions within the regiment,

The Commander-in-Chief recommended an amendment of General
Order of the Commander in-Chief No. 9 of Jan. 1883,

to aid the requirements of the regimemt and thereby
accorded sanct:ic::'x.95 Sometime later the C.0., Col. Graham,
considering the good service rendered by the regirent
during operatians in Burma and the manner in which the Brahmin
troop conducted themselves reguested that the abowe orders
be rescinded, and the Brahmin troop reestablished. Accord-
ing to him, the BrahminsS in former days did good fighting
and there was not really much to chocse from between the
Rajput and the Brahmin. As the 7th Bengal Cavalry was
composed chiefly of classes from the North-West, the Brahmin
who formed a large proportien of the populatioen was f aced
with stiff competition and it would be very hard an them

if they were to be debarred from military service, parti-
cularly in respect of the Cavalry. The order was rescinded

and the Rajput troop substituted by the Brahmin troop.96

The 16th Bengal Cavalry was to be raised at ‘Umbala’,
with a caste composition of four troops of Sikhs, two troops

97 The

of Dogras and two troops of the Jats of Hindustan,
17th Bengal Cavalry was to be raised at Mean Meer, with

four troops of Punjabi Muhammedans, two troops of Mahammedans

95, Mi}l, Procdqg., June 1885, Procdg. No. 949,
96. M1, Proecdq. March 1887, Procdg. No. 565«66.
97. G.OQC.C. }Bth Septo 1885' PP. 433=-34., -- ot -
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~ who were independent tribes such as the Baluch and the
Afghan.98 The *class® canstitution of the two additienal

troops for each regiment was also sancticnegd.

The Army Reorganisatian Commissian had been appeinted
in 1879, %with a view to assist Government in determining
what share of this unavoidable reduction can be bome by
the military changes without injury to the general effici-
ency of the army".99 It was difficult to sustain such a
policy. The strained relatimms with Russia posed a threat
to British security. Also, British commit ment to the
Afghan Kingdom rendered it imperative that the military
forces in India be commensurate with the needs of the

defence of the Indian Emp:l.re.loo

Therefore,the Bengal Native Infantry with its existing
55 regiments, each consisting of 980 men wauld tetal te
a strength of 53,900 men, which would further be augmented
by the raising of 1 Pimeer regiment, 3 new Sikh regiments
and 5 new Gurkha Regiments, then bringing the total to

62, 720 men.101

The Bengal Army could be convéniently cansidered under

the three heads of ‘Punjabi, Hindoostani and Goorkha',.102

98, Ibid..

99. Army Reorganisatioc Report (Edn. Commission) 1879.
100. M1, Procdgs., August 1885, Procdg. No., 2822-29.
101. 1Ibid., Procdg., No. 2829.

102. Ibid., Para. No. 40.
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Of the 40 Line regiments of the Bengal Army, 23 regiments
belonged to the Hindustani portiem of it inclusive of
the 42nd , 43rd and 44th Native Infantry, that were largely
composed of Grkhas, with anly a minute Hindustani elenient. |
and were always sStationed in Assam. These 23 regirents,
would be organized as 7 regiments of 3 battalions each,
and 1 regiment of 2 battaliems, which could be converted
to Pioneers, should such a change ba acceptable to the

men , 103

The new Pimeer regiment, of Muzbees, was to be numbered
the 34th, which had been reduced in 1882, This Battalien

would be linked to the 23rd and 32nd Piceersi®?4 to pe

raised at Mean Meer, with a similar caste composition.i0°

The three new Sikh battalims were to be organized
in one regiment, They were the 35th, 36th, 37th in place
of these reduced in 1882. The 35th was to be raised at
Ferozepore, and the 36th at Jullunder, both to be composed
of Jat Sikhs, from North of the Sutlej. Caste formation

of the 37th was to be intimated 1ater.106

It was also
suggested that one of the three Sikh battalions also
enlist Dogras as they were adaptable, and both served well
together.1°7

103. Ibid, para 41.

104. Ibid. Para 43, In 1882, S5 Infantry regiments, i.e, the
34th, 35th, 36th, 37th and 41st were broken up.,

105. GHO,C,C, 227a, 20th April 1887, Also, Mil. Pr ocedgs .,
July 1886. ptxdgo No. 116-175.80

106. G.0.C.C. 20th april, 1887, 227p.

107. Indian Army Circular, Special, 23rd March, 1887.
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The 2nd Battalicn of the 3rd Guxrkhas, was to be raised
in -Gurhwal and constituted "Upper Gurhwalis®". However
to formthe nucleus of this new battalion, all G wrkhas
serving with other corps were rermitted to volunteer.,
Native officers were tO b® carefully Selected from the 1st

Battalion 3rd G.wrkhas, and other Giurkha Battalims.los

The ‘Linksd Battalim'® system was another important
proposal. All regiments were to be linked as ‘sister
battaliens'’ with 2 or 3 battalions per regiment., Those
located in the field coald draw onA those in cantmments, for
support. Apart from ensuring a supply of trained soldiers,
to bring the Battalion up to war strength and replace

109

casual ties, it would foster a proper degree of military

spirit and esprit de corps in both officers and men,
whereby the army waild feel that all parts of it had an

equal chance of achieving distinctim.no

108. Mil. Procdgs., May 1887, Procdg. No. 1804 and 1801
G,0,C,C, 227c, 20th April 1887. The battalio was
to be composed of pure Garhwalis from Upper Gurhwal,
to the exclusion of all Kumaonis, Brahmins and other
hill tribes. His Excellency the C-in-C, had forbidden
the transSfer from existing Goorkha Battaliens of any
men except * Upper Garhwalis®, Also Garhwalis were
not yet to be enlisted in the 2nd Bn. of the S5th
Goorkhas because of financial reasas. Mi]l, Procdgs.
June 1887. Procdg. NOS., 1444-48 A, ‘

109. Mil, Procdgs., Aug. 1885, Procdg. No., 2822, para 29,
110. Milo Prgg@ L Aug. 1885‘ PIOCdgo NO., 2835’

Details given in Appendix No 5,
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The question of substituting the category of ‘other
Hindoos® in the 19 regiments of Infantry by the Jats,
Rajpauts, Hindustani Muhammedans, Hillmen came up for
discussion in 1887. Some changes were sanctimed,ln
and the case of Ahir recruitment was forwarded. In fact,
a propocsal was afoot to nominate as native officer,
an Ahir in one of the cavalry regiments. Sir Frederick
Robert's cosSul tatioms with Commanding Officers resul ted
in recommendations for Rajputs and Jats, rather than Ahirs,
who they felt did not make very good soldiers, The
hillmen were considered.the backbone of the corps in
which they served especially when in the hills. Their

retentian in the regiment was accept:ed.112

For the Bengal Army, the proposal was mooted to camvert
four Hindustani regiments cf Bengal Infantry intoc me
each, of Punjabi Mihammedans, of Mohammedans raised from
the Ci{s and Trans frontier Tribes, of Dogras and of
Gorkhas. The 38th, 39th, 40th Bengal Infantry had been
raised hurriedly after the matiny from mén of low caste.
Belatedly, they had been allocated a proportiam of men
frem high castes, yet, they were inferior tc the older
Hind« stan:. regirents, and were not a very effective part

cf the Bengal Army.113

111. Mi}l, Frecdgs., February 1888, Procdg. No. 2155, Details
in Appendix No,

112. Ibido' Proc’jgo No., 21%6.
113. Procdgs. April 1890, Prccdg. No.,817,
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The proposed changes in the caste compositiam of the
Bengal Sappers and Miners was negatived, on the explanatim
that the suggested cmstitution of 9/10, or 10/12 of the
corps to be compoSed of Sikhs, Funjabi Mahammadens and
Pathans, would virtually convert them intc a Punjabi
corps, thereby forfeiting their identity as a Bengal corps.114
Considering the Punjab army already had three Pimeer
corps, it was nct deemed prudent to reduce ejther a
small proportiocn or to alter the crganization of the Bengal

Sappers and Miners .11 3

By 1890, the changes effected in the Hindwwstani
regirents of the Bengal Army, had proved very effective.
The distributim of trcops had been changed, and the army
was increasingly empl oyed cn the frantier, rather than
as a garrison for protecting British pcSssessions. Experience
had shown that not enly did a better recruit apply for a
Class regirent, but that all ranks were happy and content.
Accarding to the merits of such a composition, the prepesals
for the whole of the HindusStan: portian of the Bengal
Army to b2 converted to Class regirents was underwvay. The
groups selected to form the ‘class' regirents were Brahmins,
Rajputs, Jats, Hillmen., In order to achieve a proportimate

representation of these groirs, Seven regiments were to be

114, Mil. Proc - January 1891, Procdg. No.,1301.

115. Ibid., Procdg. No. 1302,
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composed of Rajputs, four regiments of Hindusten¢
Mahammedens, two all Brahmin regiments, two regiments of

Jats and one regirent of l'i.tllrr\en.n6

CONCLUSION

In the British Indian Army, imperial policy did not
restrict itself tcC recruiting from local inhabitants
at random, but undertook to expl ore and to understand the
social m{lieu from which these men hailed, not merely
in terms of economic categories but in terms of caste and
ethnic graupe. The bands of caste and clan were strang,
almost sacred. It was within this subtle framewocrk
that regiments based an such normsi'.e.'class regiments’ were
formed, Experience proved the efficacy of ‘class' regiments

which became increasingly the norm,

The British attempts at introducing low castes intc the
army stemmed not merely from a sense of egalitarianism,
but mainly from a need t¢ obtain the obédience and loyalty
of a social group hithertc ignored by the Bengal Army.
Nevertheless their experiment was nct entirely successful .
The reports of the 34th and 35th Native Infantry, pressed

for the exclusian of the Mghtars, hecause of their lack of

116, Mil, Precdgs. June 1892, Procdg. Nos.,1325-1330,
Details in Appendix 6
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initiative, low morals, poor physique, and poor performance.

Similtaneocu8ly,the animosity towards the upper varmas
tended toO disappear and a gradual approval of their
abilities and qualities took place., Apparently the Brahm:ns
were successful in redeeming their earlier remtation fa
being ‘caste adherents'. In fact,two regiments cmsisting
~solely of Brahmins were raised. The democratic liberation
traditians of the British did not attempt t¢ challenge the
age o0ld social mores cf the Indian people. On the cantrary,
by upholding hierarchical caste structures within the
brcader context of recruiting for the Indian army,the
British were successful in creating caste barriers and
divisim8&. Each of the castes or ethmic groups in the
garb of fighting classes or martial racés developed a Sense
of prilde and competitiveness amangst themselves; there-
fore the greater self assertion, and self penetration and
non combination with the éther. This trend provided a
sense of security to the British and a sense of achievement
and esp rit de corps to the ‘class' regiment. ThiS paro-
chialism suited the colamial power,for they obtained a
faithful ally in the army. Simultaneously,the military
fulfilled its duty in keeping with the Kshatriya traditiens
of bravery and chivalry, besides offering an avenue for

empl oyment,

The "Brahmanized" Bengal Army may have been ocusted

with 1857 but caste norms played a vital radle in the policy
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making of the administrators. The British Indian Army
was not a caste army, nevertheless the ‘class' regiments
composed of caste and ethnfc:groups reflected the:r-potencys
of 'caste’ in the Indian Sccial System and the cdlenial
endeavours to canform to them. The recruitment policy
for the Bengal Army after 1858 aimed at preventing a
repetition of the trauma of 1857, As a matter of fact,
they were Successful in creating a colmial army that

remained loyal and obedient to them.
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CHAPTER III

“DISCIPLINE, s INCENTIVES AND DETERRENTS*"

“Theirs ndt 8o reason why; theirs but
to do and die s *

-Tennyson

Prompt and implicit obedience is e of the grand
principles of military discipline‘l.' Soldiers are not to
judge the action of their superiors but implicitly to
obey any corders that mayéct:)gmmnicated to tt-xem.2 Loyalty
and obedience are the highest military virtues that mauld
the soldiers intd unique,special beings, Oftimes summcned
to march through arctic snows. or fiery jungles, ragged
mountains or sandy deserts, tO encounter the inhospital-
ities of man and nature, they respand with courage and
faithfulness, upholding the Izzat of their arms, Their

goal is to perfect the virtue of cbedience.

For the British,the dialectics arising from the creation
of an army of indigenocus manpower and the cmstant apprehension
of ‘alarming circumstances' was perceived as early as 1767.

In his correspondence to ane of the members of the Commd ttee
of Directors, Robert Clive, attempting to assuage such

fears. wrote, "I allow that the Company's chief danger

1. Capt. Shipp, “b_'lemoi.ts of the Extraordinary, Career of
John Shipp. p. 194 and p, 202,

2. Samuel Huntingden, *The Soldier and the State",p,73
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arises from thence and from discipline. But I am of

the opinion that so long as they are regularly paid,
treated with humanity and not flattered with promises
never meant to be performed, no danger is to be
apprehended. Sepoys are the most faithful and attached
people in the universe.“3 By utilizing the instrumenta-
l‘ity of discipline and the power that it emanated, the
colaial authorities attempted to maintain their aura

of dominance. Discipline, inherent and essential to any
military' system in the world, was in the British Indian
military context directed by a dual pronged approach in
the transactions with Indian troops. It implied the exercise
of power and authcrity tempered by a touch of the paterna-

listic,.

This chapter is an analysis of *Discipline', imbibed
by the Indian soldier through a system of rewards and
punishments. In Part I of the chapter I have examined
some of the incentives and rewards that could inculcate
a sense of commitment and loyalty. Part II of the chapter

deals with various aspects of discipline.

3. John Malcolm, “Life of Lord Clive", p. 143.
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PART I

INCENTIVES

Coercive methods to subjugate an alien people was
far too amerous a task. Adopting a more positive approach
where possible, the policy endeavoured to build up a sensSe
of attachment at all levels. In the Army the policy was
directed to improving facilities for the men within the
financial constraints of service. These incentives included
monetary benefits, housing, rewards, titles and

hmors,

HUTTING

According to the canditions of service for the
Native Army the housSing arrangements of troops was entirely
a persm'a.l affair of the sepoy who defrayed the cost of
his huf"? But in 1845 for the first time a ‘hutting
all owance' was granted to the sepoy, Solely to assist him
in the construction of his hut. The allowance was equivalent
to the full batta of rank when new lines were to be erected
and half batta when a regiment took possession of existing

lines.s

Bundle Nos. 60-77,

5. Mil. Procdg, April 1872, Procdg. No,, 30, Government
General Order No. 266 of 1845, dealt with the new hutting
allowance. These huts being the property of men, were
parchased by e regiment from another, on behalf of
native officers,
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Inspite of the hutting allowance, the old lines
were miserable hovels., The earth for walls was taken
from pits <lose by which were never filled up except with
rubbish.and rain water, these being fruitful causes of
sickness. The case for the constructim of permanent
barracks initially did not meet with SuCCeSS.6 But on
grounds of discipline, sanitation and rising prices7

government relented and some increases were granted.

~

The augmented rate of hutting allowance was t:heﬂ,8
Full All owance Half allowance

Subedar 45 0 0 22 8 4]
Jemadar 22 0 0 11 4 0
Havildar, Naick 15 o 0 7 8 0
Private and '

18t Class Followers 8 0 0 4 0 0
2nd Class followers 5 0 0 2 8 0

Although most of the families of Indian troops stayed

in the villages, there were some, who lived with their

6. Mil. Dept. Consultatios, April 1872, Procdgs. Nos.,20-37
Bundle No, 60=-77.

7. Ibid., In respect of Bengal the rise between 1845-68, in
pucca brick work, Kutcha Bacca brick work,rocfing etc.
varied from 100% - 125%. The average rise for other
provinces in the same period was N.W.,P,, 20%, Punjab 30%,
Oude 25%. |

8. G,0.G,G, No. 73, 2nd Jan. 1872 and Mi{l. Dept, Cnsultations

April 1872, Preocdg. No.,, 20-37, Bundle Nos. 60-77.



80

husbands, in the 1ines.’ This practice would help in

10 pie1d Marshal -

cementing the bands to the service,
Frederic Roberts,Commander-in-Chief 1885-93, Suggested
that the proportion of married soldiers in Gurkha regiments,
should from the peculiarity of their service and enlist-
ments be far greater than any other regimem:.11 This
was not to say that every Gurkha soldier should be married,
but the basic objective in encouraging matrimony was to
Stem the restless disposition of the soldier who,if
unmarried would, take his discharge promptly, Should he
feel slighted or rebuffed. A married man on the ccntrary
would not be 80 impetucusS, end would tend to Settle down.,
®The wife makes the home, therefcre, 1f we have to keep
the men, the Gurkha womankind should be encoauraged to come
freely and settle down in India®.}? Apart from providing
incentives to Gurkha women, married Gurkha troops were
all ocated a dauble hutting allowance, a family allowance
of s. 2/- per mensem, free passages fcr f_amilies from Nepal
as well as for families of deceased rmen, wﬁo may like to

return .13

9. Mil., Dept, Consyltatioms, January 1869, Bundle Nos, 2351-52.
(In the native regts, provisims for married quarters
at the rate of 5% was permitted) .

10. Brig. Gen., John Jacob, Views and Opini anS, pp. 213, 214.

11. Mil}, Frocdgs. March 1891, Frocdgs. Nos. 427, 428,429.

12. Ibjid.
13. Ibid.,
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In the case of the 1st Bn, 3rd Gurkhas, gtatiaed
at Almora, the limit an the number of married men was
lifted. This exception was made to prevent the cantractic
of veneral disease, whoSe incidence was high in this
area, anticipating that marriage would serve as an antidote

in this situation.l?

By 1892, proposals for further improvements in
the structure ¢€ the lires were underway. These were
to be canStructed an the barrack model, with verandahs
to provide sleeping space for the men in the summers.
Special cookhocuses were to be caStructed and area allocated
for married accommodatim. The allowance of the full
hutting mmey would be inadequate for such improverents.,
But the Commander-in~Chief (Sir Frederic Roberts) was
*quite convinced that nothing short of such accommodati
as that now asked for 18 adequate to the Sanitaiy requi re-
ments, health, comfort and disScipline of cur native troops
in the present day. Moreovér. an approach to the proper
housing and imprOVemént cf the Surrcundings of native
regiments, while in their lines in cantt., will daubtless
strengthen the esp.rit de corps, and not anly have a
beneficial effect in recruiting but also effect an improve-

ment in the general health and tone of the army".ls

14. M. Procdgs., March 1891, Frocdg. No., 430.
15, Mi}. Procdgs, Jan, 1892, Procdg. Nos. 372.
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FINANCIAL BENEFITS

A Bengal Trpoper received as pay proper R, 6=-8 in
Cantt. and a batta of Rs. 1.8.0 which was forfeited when

he was o leaveol6

The maonthly pay was initially adequate for a cavalry
soldier, for the upkeep of his horse, pony and self,
Advances from the cash chest could be dfawn, to be repaid
in instalments. However, after his many deductions, the
sowar had very little to Spend on himself. Inspite of
this, in 1862 the service was popular and sought after by

men of gocd fanu.llieso17

The infantry soldier*s pay ranged
from ks, 7=-25 for the rank and file and nan-commissiaed
officers, and Rs. 50«15 for commiSsiaed officers. Generally
the sepoy's pay was Rs. 7/~ per mensem, as had heen fixed
in 1796. |

As recognition for services rendered the 'Good Conduct

Pay' was one of the measures adoprt:ed-18

There would be three rates of good conduct pay.
The first would be instituted after six years of service,
at Ps, 1/~- per mensem, a total of k. 28/- The secand wauld
be granted after 10 years of service, at k. 2/~ per mensem,
making a total of Rs. 2§/~ and the third was to bhe granted

after 15 years of Service, at k., 3/- per mensem, totalling

16. Mil, Deptt ConsyltationsS, Aug.1862, Bundle Nos, 1883-85,

17. Maj. Gen. Gordon, "Native Armies of India¥, ASi tic
guarterly keyjew, July-Oct, Vol. 6, 1888. p.2l.

18. G.0.G.G.Nc. 494, of 30th May, 1861,
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to ks, 30/--19

The approximate cost of this benefit was difficult
to determine, for the number of men from each service
varied from time to time, and "also the number of men who,
by reason of misconduct are ineligible for the boam,
though the latter number in the Native Army always bears
a very small prcpertion to the number of well canducted
men."‘.zo The pay of the native officers of the infantry,
as in the cavalry, would also be requlated by merit, so
that the rhost deserving would enjoy the superior rates,
whilst in matters of duty the rank and position of all
remained unaffected. They were to be placed in classes

the following rates cf pay including Batta at the Cantt. ratefl

Subedars 2 at Rs, 100 per mensem
Subedars 2 at RS- 80 per mensem
Subedars 4 at Rse 67 per mensem

19. ‘Good Conduct Pay’ could be awarded by the Commanding
Officer, after the prescribed period of service, provided
that the person had not been camvicted by a Summary
trial, within two years of the date cn which he begame
eligible for the reward. Nevertheless, if tried by a
Court Martial, or summary trial, he should serve two years
before becoming eligible, for restaration of the good
canduct pay. This could be halted or restored, according
to the discretion of the Commanding Officers, and the rules
issued by the C-in-.C., This amount was t© be included in
the pay proper, and it would be included in calculating
the amount of gratuity on discharge (if necessary) but
it would not tend to increase the pension or merit rpay.

20, Mi}, Procdgs. May 1876, Procdg. No. 52, Appendix U,
21. G.0,%,G, No. 280, 1864,
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Jemadars 4 at Rs. 35 per mensem
Jemadars 4 at &s. 30 per mensem

In so far as regular amount of salary was paid to the
Sepoy, cmstént proposals for increment were for\.veu:ded.22
Strangely, the pay of the sepoy was still at k. 7/. P°r mensem
as it was in 1796. Despite having to defray the entire
hutting cost, for the sepoy could then put aside a little
saving, but by 1876, when, a hutting allowance was provided
by the Government, his salary could barely cover his expen-
ses, The 13th Bengal Native Infantry sServes as an excellent
case in point, having been stationed in Benaras, both in
1848, as well as in 1876, whereby clear comparisas can be
drawn.23 The cost of 1iving fer a native soldier in 1848
was Rs. 2-4 per mensem, while in 1875, exactly the same
quantity and quality vof food cost Rse 5-8-0. Regimental
necessaries which were purchasable for ks. 7/. then,cost

BO 15-3-0.24

The decreased valu® of the rate of pay apme ared to
contribute t© the unpopularity of military sService. A fact
which appears to have a special bearing an this questim
is, that, of an army of 37, 036 men, under the orders of the
C-in-C,, 17, 465 were under six years of service showing

that a very large number did not £find it worthwhile to remain

22. M1, Procdgs., May 1876. Procdg. No., 20.
23, Ibid..
24. 1Ibid..
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long encugh to entitle them to the first rate of good

conduct z‘,)ay.25

Allowances for Indian cfficers, nam-commissiaed
officers and men of cavalry and infantry regiments empl oyed
in transport and other duties comnected directly with

relief operations and working independently, were sanctionedZ®

A compensation for deamess of provisions was also

27 This compensaticon was to cover all the staple

proviged.
articles of a sepoy's food, There were many other items

of expense for which no compensation was allocated, but

it was hoped that the increased hutting maney would ease
the situation. The compensation all owed for the Bengal Army
was ks, 7,60, 236 in 1868-69 and &. 7,37,306 in 1870-71 and
RBse 13,95,101 in 1869=-70. It was under 3 lakhs of rupees,
between 1871-74, and in 1874-75, it was abPpraximately 2
lakhs, Presuming that there was a drastic drcop in prices

in the generally expensive cantanments, the sepoys also must

have experienced relief .28

25, 1Ibid., Procdg. No. 20, Appendix. E,

26, Mil, Prccdgs. July 1874, Bundle No. 1106-B, 580 B.
Mil, Index. Feb. 1864 Bundle No. 74-76. G0 Cofic -:
¢ -, 19th April, 18725 Felicitating the officers and
men of the Bengal Army, during the Famine Relief Opera-
tions, Sir Richard Temple, Secretary of State, painted
out that "the native officers and soldiers were brought
tc duties new to them, but they, fulfilled their duties
with a will. They are so thoroughly open and hmest,
that the Circle Officers feel they can depend o them
with the most complete confidence. The C.in.C will
be glad to leam that the services of his nominees are
so appreciated, and that they have succeeded so
completely in winning the appraobation ané esteem of
those under whom they are serving.

27. Mil. Procdgs., May 1876, Procdgs., No. 52.
28. Ibvid..
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PENSIONS

Pensins were granted to soldiers for length of service,
o accoant of wounds, and to heirs of all killed in actian,
or those who died in service out of India.?‘9 The age of
pensicable service had been increased from 10 years to
15 years of service. Indian Officers could not be removed
from the Pension List unless invalided or by orders of the
Commander-in-Chief provided the man had served far 40
years.3o In Bengal the Invaliding Committees enjoyed a
great deal of 1atitude.3'1 Soldiers who were injured, or
incapacitated while carrying out their duties could be
granted a 'Special wodnd or Injury*® Pension, or an Invalid
Pension after their case had been scrutinized by the

32

Invaliding Commi ttee, However they should have completed

20 years of service., The amount of the pension depended

upon the intensity of the woulld or incapacitatim.33

29. Gen. Gordon, ‘Native Armies of India‘, Asiatic Quarterly
Review, July~Oct . 1888, p.2l1, Also Mil. Index, April,
1864, Bundle Nos. 42%-29.

30, G.0.G.,G. No. 582, 1St Sept. 1862,

31. Mil. Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg. No.

32. Art. 74, 76, Pay Code, 1849.

33. Mil. Procdgs., May 1862, Procdg. Nos., 311-312.
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The number of native soldiers pensimed, as distinct

from invalids, during the year 1873-74, were:34

Pensi cned Invaljided
Bengal Army 17 3170
Madras Army 44 1656
Bombay Army 4 1800
65 6626

The l1ower pension was given after 15 years of service
to a man who was declared medically unfit for further
service and no higher pension was given until the termina-
tion of 40 years of servioe.35 Cansequently, many soldiers
on completion of 15 years service and having no further
increase of pension to look forward to for many years,
took to malingering and resorted to hospital, until they
were successful in being removed to the pensio 1list. In
a few cases, they were detected, but in more than many,
they escaped unscathed althocugh the evil example of
malingering was bound to have a deleterious effect on the

discipline of the nen.36 Accordingly special boards were

34, Mil., Procdgs. May, 1876, Procdg. No.5.

35, Pension Rules)1857 and 1864, Art. 194 of Jamesan'’s Code.

36. Procdg. No. 5. The G.0.G5.G. No. 96, 1878 provided
improvements in the Pension Rules. The Superior rate
of penSian could be granted after 32 years of Service
instead of 40 years and The grant of a higher rate
of pension both ordinary and superior to N.C.O.
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appainted to study Such cases. CmSidering services
rendered, the suggestion to grant them 3/4 or full pensio
was however negatived on the grounds of maintenance of
proper discipline. Soldiers found medically unfit could

have thelir cases farwarded to the co:mnander-in-chief.37

The plea for transfer to the Pension establishment,
or a discharge for certain disgruntled elements was not
acceded to either. Native officers were to distinctly
understand, that good and proved conduct and length of service
alone, would entitle them to the benefit of the pensia
establishment or to compassimate treatment. Stupidity,
indolence or misconduct coald be punished by summary
removal .38 Pamily pensims were granted to the family
of the deceased soldier mly after their authenticity

39
had been established by the District Officer, toc avoid R

37. Mil, Procdgs., Feb. 1891, Procdg. Nos., 547-550-A.

38, Mil, Procdgs. Oct. 1878, Procdg. No. 618-620. Jemadar
Tullub Hoosain, 5th Punjab Cavalry, had served well as
a Kot Duffedar, but on promotian to Jemadar, turned
quite indifferent. Summoned by the Commanding Officer
to give an explanation for the poor quality of grass
being procured, he replied that anly God knew where { ¢
was coming from, not he ¢ ComsSidering his earlier
record of service which was good, his C.D, recommended
he be transferred to the Pension List, or be discharged,
since his retention in the regiment would not be in the
interest of the service. However, that was not granted
in the interest of discipline and efficiency, for,
punishments were forthcoming for those who would not mend
their ways.

39. G.0,G.G, No. 227, 19th June, 1858,



illegitimate claims being established. The family was
required toO report to regimental headquarters in most areasd ¥
To render the service more attractive, the'fighting classes;
especially the Gurkhas were granted special assistance,

for example, free railway passages to Headgquarters to

make reporting inexrensive and simplt-,rl.}:l

Measures to enhance the desirability of the military
service ammgst the recruiting classes of India by enabling
pensioners to eam an additinal income besides their
pensia, was sancticed by the Govemment and given wides-
pread publicity. Pens’idxers were cffered re-empl oyment in
variouS departments, Such as the Ordinance, “ommissariat
Departments, the Railways, the Public Works Dept. Jails
District offices  etc., in the capacity of Darwans, Chowkidars,
Chaprasis, Messengers, Paintsmen, GatekeeDers, Postmen and
Wardens. However ly those names that had been recommended v
by the Commanding Officer were forwarded to the respective

erganizatim. 42

PROMOT IONSs

*If the development of the fighting power in the army

is the goal to be striven for, aged inefficiency must be r

40. G.,0.G.G., No. 530, 14.h May , 1862,
41. Mi). Procdgs.,"May 1892, Procdqg’, No., 2205.
42. H{l. Procdgs., May 1892, Procdg. No., 709, 713, 714, 733,
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remwed. Throw open everything to <§ompetitim and let
the best man win. Thi8 is the style of justice, which sepoys
and all men like best in their hearts, let there beno

fav curitism.";3

Promotions were to b2 granted without reference to
caste or race, the senior, fit men, whoever they may be,
obtaining it. This was made applicable even in the Hindustani
corps to be formed in £1ass gompany regiments and would,
for somtime to come, cauSe companies of e class to have
of ficers or ncn,-cemmtslfs.‘l@ed’officers of another class."‘4
In its application, however, such a ruling appeared to have
been accepted as a direction to adopt the 01d method of
seniority promotions, even in instances where class promotions
were made.45 In the maze of confusim since no clear criteria
appeared applicable, fresh instructions were issued on October
31st, 1871, directing that vacancies in the commissicned and
noan commissioned grades of a regiment having class troops
or companies should be filled with men of the same class,
as that in which vacancies arose. In the following years,

further instructions were isSsued, authorising the direct

43. Brig. Gen, Joh Jacob. Views and Opinjons, pp. 211-13,
44. M), Procdgs. Newv 1862, ®Procdg. No.,729.

45. Mil, Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg. No,, 23, In the 18th
Bengal Cavalry a decline in the recruitment rate of
Jats occured, because the neéwly promoted officers were
not of the natimality of the troops, causing the
Commanding Officer to seek a change in the composition
of his regiment, .
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appaintment of native gentlemen of war like races to

the commissiomed grades of the army.‘}6

Lord Napier of Magdala, Commander-in-Chjief 1870-76
was suitably impressed with the perfcrmance of the Indian
officers. Apart from proving their ability to manceuvre the
battalion an parade, they were well acquainted with the
field exercise book, and had attempted to translate that
intc the vernacular. Provided with fair oppcrtunity the
Indian scldier could hkecome an efficient troop or campany
commander under careful selectim, educaticn and the train-

47 The officering and organi-

ing of his Buropean Officer.
zatim of trocps and companies under Indian officers, parti-
cularly in the Bengal army, had been reasmably successfﬁl:
but the status of officers cf the native infantry was not
particularly attractive. To enable the Indian officers teo
identify their interests with those of the British and
inculcate a spirit of loyalty, an improverent in the service

8

conditi ns was necessary.4 For example, Indian officers

46, ML—ELQ-C—QSE') May 1876' ?rmdgo NO., 23,
Inquiries revealed that the trend for rromotims were :
In the cavalry, 11 regiments adopted the seniority/
fitness criteria,
6 regiments adopted the selection methcd
2 reginmeénts had no decided system.

In the Infantry, 34 regiments adopted the senjiority/fitness
criteria.
10 regiments adopted the selectim method.

S regiments had no decided system.

47. Ibid.
48, 1Ibid.
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could e granted honorary ranks on retirement, if they

were specially deserving of this hcnour.49

FURLOJGH

Most of the men did not bring their families to
regimental headquarters and left them behind in the villages.
Since the men came from agricultural families there were
occasions when the sepoys presence at home was necessary
for a lengthy period. But the proportion of Furlough for the
the Bengal Army was rather stringent. In fact, a sePoy got
his turn just occe in ten years. This was quite a demora-
lizing factor and could make the service unpopular. Sir
Hugh Rose Commander-in-Chief (1860-65) proposed the

liberalization of the furlough policy.0 F

urlough was
granted to the whole of the Bengal Army to the extent where
it was practicable to 10% of the effective strength of corps.
The pericd cf leave was determined by the distance cf the

sepoy”s home and the nature of his work. Men whose homes

49. Index to M{i Procdgs .« July 1893, Procdg. Nos,, 2551=53
B. Hasham Khan Subedar, Sham Singh, Subedar, 5th Punjab
Infantry. Grant of honorary rank cf Subedar Major on
retirement and, Hira 8ingh Pensimed Sutedar Major, of
24th Bengal Infantry. Recommendaticn to Secy. of
State for Honorary Capt.

5. Mil, Procdgs.,Nov, 1862, Procdg. No., 793,
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were 700 miles and above could draw the maximum benefit of
furloagh. Shorter periocds cof leave were granted to those

51

whoSe homes were closer. Al sc warrants, were granted for

‘free travel when on furlough c:n].y.52

REWARDS

Long and distinguished service and bravery in actiom
were graciouSly rewarded by the 'Orders' that were insti-
tuted specifically for such meritoriocus deeds. They were
‘The Order of British India' and °'The Order of Merit‘.

Each of them also carried a money allowance. Good Canduct
Medals, and other Medals and Clasps, were Ssanctimed for
military operatians, but could also be presented posthumously
for those who fell in actian. Sir Ropbert Napier cf Magdala,
urged the government on the desirability of Sanctiming
cOlours and bands to ali corps, not already in possessim

of them, because the native soldiers associated with colours,
a sacred veneration around which they r allied in hours cof
danger and followed on the tide of victory. Such feelings

would provide sentiments to 1hcrease the esprit de corps

51 G.0.C.,C,, Simla, 1st March, 1882, p.581.

52. Mi{l, Procdgs., Dec. 1886, Precdg., No., 3201.
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53

among trcops, for regimental colors represented the glory

of the regiment,

54

Sir High Rose on relinquishing command of the army in

1865, in a General Order, kore testimony to the native army

being ‘efficient, obedient, and well-dispcsed’, an army

which though young had done good service in the f:[.t’ald“.55

Certain regiments cf the Bengal Army proadly carried the

word ”Abbyssinia"for their performance in that expedition.

56

In the Hazara expeditim, both British and Indian trocps

exhibited some of the best qualities of soldiers by their

discipline, their cheerfulness, and their active and willing

exerti S under all circumstances.

57

JAGIRS were granted occasionally for excellent and loyal

behaviour. Such acknowledgement was bestowed an a few

deserving men after the Revolt, or in the years that fol]l owed.

58

53.

54.
55.

56

58.

.G0.G.G

Mi]. Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg., No. 7., On the occassion
of communicating tc the 45th Native Infantry H.M. permission
tO wear a their colors "Bihar" and "Defence of Arrah'

H,BE, received an apreal from native officers and men, for
the grant of colors, without which, there was nothing tc
show of honors woen, nor H.M. approval of the regiment's
distinguished services.

Ibid., Proccdg. No.,52.
Ibigd..

G.0.G.,G., No. 365. 1868 para 4, “and I take occassion to
request your excellency to express to the C=in-C in India
and the Army of Bengal, the high sense entertained by

Her Majesty of the very efficient manner in which the
Bengal Contingent was equipped and despatched to the Red
Sea.”

. No, 1181 -of 1869.

Consultations., Aug. 1862, Nos. 595-96. Procdg.
No. 215=16.
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Forwarding the promoction of Ressaldar Major Man Singh
Bahadur, of the 9th Bengal Cavalry, frcm the 2nd Class te

the 1st Class ‘Order of British India’, the grant of a

jagir for 1ife and a special pensim, Lard Napier of
Magdala, Commander-in-Chief emphasized that liberality in
awarding such valuable services would never be 1ost, and
would bear good results in times of need, whereas insuffi-
cient recognitin was remembered to the disadvantage of the
government.59 Ressgl dar-Maj or Man Singh Bahadur was granted
the 18t Class Order of Merit and aJag4r. for life of

RS« 1000 per annum payable by assighnant of the revenues of
the province of Bude. However, in the case of Subedar Sirdar
Bahadoocr Habeeboclah Khan of the Viceroy's Body Guard, taking
intc cansideration the 1ang and meritorious service in

liew of the ..proposed jagir, was granted a special pensiom

of s, 50/- per manth and the allovance of a Sirdar Bahadoor
of the 1st Class which was k. 2/~ per day; to which he was

entitled under the rules of the Military Departnent.so

The land available for purposes of rewards was extremely
limited. Accordingly grants of tracts of land were made very

sparingly and were not to exceed five in a year. In fact aly

59, Mi}. Procdgs., May 1876, Vol. II, Procdgs. No., 381-99.
Other Sir jars who were awarded after the Mutiny were,
Jai Singh, Mohammed Buksh, Mochammed Shah, Ayodhia Prasad,
Punjab Singh, Sher Singh, Mohammed Raza Khan, Sirdar Khan,
Singh Dewa Singh, Mota Singh, letter No, 3368 A. 26th
Sept, 1872,

60. Mil. Procdgs. March 1880. Procdgs. Nos. 135-144.
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those cases cf exceptional merit, and who had not already.
been suitably rewarded coald be ce.'n.*?.idex:ed.ﬁ1 The

annual cash value of the grant required,was to be taken
into account and not the specific number of acres. In
fact, the value of the grant, with specific exceptions
‘was not to exceed ks. 300/~ p.a clear of all charges and

62 Also, the grant of a Jagir was to be

deductims.
generally made in the form of an assignment of charge an the
revenuye, rather than by grant of a ‘village, wherever

waste land was not available' .63

PART II

DISCIPLINE

DISCIPLINE, DRINK, DISEASE

“Discipline is a power which infiltrates the very

body and psyche of the individual®.®?

“Bravery and endurance
of scldiers alone do not ensure success, which owes a great

measure to discipline, the foundatiam of all military virtues,

61. ﬂi%_;__Tlﬁom;gg.,July; 1890. Procdg. Nos. 1789, 1795, 1791.
and Mil. Procdgs. July 1891, Procdg. No. 70-71.
62. Ibid.

63, Mil, Procdgs. Oct. 1892, Prccdg. Nos. 246-49. Table 8.
The case of Subedar Jassa Rai, Late 16th Bengal Infantry,
granted a village in Kheri Dist. yielding a rental of
RBse 352, clear of all charges, deductions insStead of
waste land valued at Rs. 250/~ p.a.

64. Foucault, Discipiine and Puynish, p. 113.
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65A1thmgh the soldier is

which should never be relaxed".
inherently thought of as part of a disciplined military

system, he has often been characterized as a hard drinking

and hard‘ swearing man. The socldier of the Bengal army

was generally not addicted to drinking. This impressed

the British tremendously. Quoting Sir William Mansfield,
"with the exception of the cccasiomal ocutbreaks of insub-
ordinatia which occur in the native regiments, there is next

to no crime among them and camSeguently no necessity for

that schooling and training in the art of discipline which

is iyndispensable for the disciplining of European troops.

There is no drunkenness,that fertile parent of crime amongst

a4
European soldiers, in the native army*.

Getting drunk was & punishable of fence. Apparently,
such cases amang troops of thevBengal Army were not frequent,
A study of the abstracts of General Court Martials aly as
recorded in the General Orders of the Commander-in-Chief
seems tO prove the point. In 1863, one case of drunkenness

66 67 .

was triegd, there were three cases in 1864,

65. Shadwell, ed.,'Life of Colin Campbell'., Vol. II, p.439.

66. Memorandum, by H.8, the C-in-C, Sir William Mansfield.
Military Depgrtment Consultations. Feb. 1862, No. 1760~

67. G.0.C.C.,, 24th April, 1863, Aga Singh of 25th Native
Infantry;

G.0.C.,C, 11th June, 1864, Jem. Jowahar Singh,
32 Natiwve Infantry.
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68 70

two cases in 1965 and in 1866?9 e each in 1878,

187971 and 1890 .72 Perhaps caste norms were respamsible

for stemming the practice. My observatioms are that
cansumption of intoxicating spirit was more popular amangst the
Gurkhas and the Sikhs than amagst the others, nonethel ess
drinking was not a comm¢n practice with the sepoy, In such

circumstances, disciplining the army was easier,

Col. Emerson, the Cantt, Magistrate at Dinapore
thought it is a most remarkable circumstance that there .
was 80 little incidence of venerea)l diseases amongst Indian
troops. Although most of them were married, they did not
live with their wives. The fact that they could remain
faithful to their wives did not occur to him.73In each
cantament there were ‘chaklas' or assigned guarters or
houSes of prostitutes, that were located clcse to the
regimental bazaars. Apparently the racial divide for such
pursuits was also prevalent’since Indian and British troors
frequented different chaklas, British soldiers preferred

establishménts where they would not meet native men, ]est

68. G.0,C,C, 23rd Feb. 1865, Sub-Bootw Singh, 32nd Native
Infantry.
G.0.C,C. 11th Dec.,, 1865 Sub Moomber Khan, 18th Native
Infantty.

69. G.0.,C.C, 27th Nov,, 1866, Sub Danee Singh, 1st Gurkha
Regiment., 22nd May 1866, Sub Boota Singh, 32nd Native
Infantry‘

70. G.0.C,C, 1878 Sub Punjab Singh, 30th, Native Infantry.

71. G.O.C.Ce 30th June 1879, Jam Boor Singh, 32nd Native
Infantry
72. G.0.C.C, 1890 Sub Buta Singh 25th Native Infantry
The above were cases of General Court Martiable mly.

73. Kenneth Ball Hatchest, “Race, Sex and Class Under the Rai"
P. 54.
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there , be costant breaches of peace, destruction of
property and probable 111 treatment of women. ¢ The terms

and conditions of the ‘native’ chakla differed from

the others, particularly in respect of medical examinatimsS that
were not compulsory for these women because they cosorted

with the 'natives®.’>

In a comparison of ratios of 1889 and 1890 within
the army dealing with the incidence of venereal disease,
Madras revealed the highest ratio followed by Bombay, Bengal,
Hyderabad, Central India-and Rajasthan. In Bengal the
highest increase was at Silchar with 106.2% in 1890 as
compared to 1889 and the largest drop was 128.3% in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. In Bombay the highest increase was
34.8% at Kirki and the greatest decrease 59 .6% in Burma, In
‘Madras the highest was 23.5% at Mangalore and the lowest at

76

Tounghoe., An analysis of the report suggests that venereal

74. Mil, Procdgs., Aug. 1893, Vol., II, Procdg. No.;14701.

75. Mi], Procdgs,, Aug. 1893, Vol. I-II.
76, Mil, Procdgs., June 1892, Procdg. No., 2376.



100

disease was infinitely more prevalent among British troops
than ‘native® troops;y of 68,000 Buropean soldiers there
were 28,000 cases, as against the Indian rates of aly
5,000 admissims from 127,000 Indian troops. Within the
Presidential armies, the ratio of admissions for veneres)

disease per 1000 of Strength figured as belows '

In_1891 In_1892
Bengal Army 35.5 37.5
Madras Army 42.7 ~ 45.5

Bombay Army 47.0 49 .6

One assumes therefore,that Indian troops generally
abstained from fraternizing with prostitutes. An inter-
esting, though extremely rare case of a dismissal by a
General Court Martial, occured in the instance of Naidb
Ressaldar Zaptha Khan, 12 Irregular Cavalry who discbeyed
orders and harbored in his tent, a native women Chumpa,Such
conduct being subversive of military discipline and good

order, and unkecoming the conduct of a commissioned officerza

ROUTINE AND INSPECTIONS

Discipline was also a mechanism and technique for

achieving unity from the assembled ranks of individual

77. Mil: p;chg_S;., DeC. 1893, PI‘OCdg. N(ﬁ., 649-50 A,

78. G,0,C.C, 10th March, 18s589.
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soldiers enhancing coordination and skill and therefore

the performance of the whole unit.79 Techniques, procedures,

levels of application , targets, tactics and strategies,

regquired to be perfected. Pracision and application with

regularity were the fundamental basis of disciplinary times,

80

which was formulated into the daily sScredule of the scoldier.

Constant drills and exercise ware part of the routine

of a soldier’s l1ife. "Parade grounds were useful for

preliminary instruction, but as somm as the rudiments of

a soldier's education has been leamt, the troops should

leave their nursery and try as far as possible to practice

in peace what they would have to do in war. Brig. Gen., Sir

Sydney Cotton, never tired of explaining that like all

machinery, the machinery of war should be comstantly c:zi.l!!d.8

»

1

Field Marshal Roberts insisted upon training and firing

practices for the troops, tecause he was convinced that mly

thoSe troops who combined superior individual markmanship

with a sound and thoroughly well mastered system of fire

control and discipline would in future be the victors wherever

82

armies met, The routines, and time tables, and the performance

of soldiers and their units, necessitated cmstant and reqular

inspectinS and examinations in the search for accuracy

79.
80 .
81,

82,

Barry Smart, “Fogcault, Marxism and Critique", p. 111.
Foucault “Discipline, Punish”, p. 51,

Ropberts, *4) Yrs in India", p. 25.

Forrest, “Sepoy Generals", Field Marshal Roberts
addressing the Bengal Rifle Association, p. 376.
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and PPrfection,

As compared with the old Bengal Army, the new Bengal
Army coild claim credit on grounds of "greater efficiency,
which may be claimed for the regiments of the present over
those of the ocld organization, and from the achievement of
these regiments in the fields and thirdly from their
obedience".a3 The abstract of opinions of General Officers,
from the confidential Reports of the annual Inspactions of
the Bengal Cavalry and Native Infantry in 1873, 1874, 1875,
indicate in broader terms that more than a majority of the
units were in satisfactory ccnditicn.84 The discipline and
loyalty of the British and Indian Officers; the ability of
the Indian Officers to command troops and exercise the
regiment; the esprit de corps of the regiment; the field
exercises and various movements; the skirmishing, ocutpost
and patrol duties being well performed, the men, clean,
smart, well drilled and well mounted; and instructions for
officers and men as part of the routine, were given due
acknowl edgement and prianse by the inspecting officers of the
Cavalry regiments. The 1St Bengal Cavalry was perhaps ' the
only regimént to receive a report that was not ap to the
mark, Exercises like the Neza Baaze were not popalar. The

extreme unsteadiness to regulate paces and formation appeared

83, Mi), Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg. No., 52.
84. Mi)., Procdgs., May 1876, Procdg. No.,23.
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in all ranks, and gave a peculiarly ragged appearance to
the formation. However, attempts to rectify that were
undertaken and the improvement in the drills and general

field exercises was extremely conspicuous .85

The Infantry regiments also obtained similar good
reports for each of the three years. The manual and

platon exercises and bayonet exercises were performed

to perfectim, battalion movement well executed, cfficers and

men, well drilled, smart and soldierlike; the interior

economy, the arms and equipment ¢f the men and cutpost duties

were well understocod by all ranks. The skirmishing of

corps was gocod, target and musketry practice admirable and

the men very steady under arv'ms.86

85. Ibid.
Ipid.,

€6. 7%  The 6th Native Infantry was commended for "being
in an admirable state of order, an excellent regiment
secand to nme in appearance, The ll1th Native Infantry
was particularly smart and sdldier like in appearance

an inspection parade; the Ssetting up of the men and

their steadiness under arms left mothing to be desired.
Numerous men of the 12th had suffered from sickness, but

inspite cf it was found in good order, and the 13th

was said tc be in an excellent state cof discipline and

efficiency. Major Gen, MacDowell who had inspected
the Native Infantry regiment consecutively for three
years remarked, “This is my Third general insSpectim
of the 14th Sikhs, and an this occasion as on former

cnes whichever way I tumed, I perceived nothing, but

a very high degree of efficiency and soldierlike

bearing. The native officers are a very well selected

and martial body of men whcSe real intelligence and
smartness cannot be mistaken."
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There were a few instances cf regiments receiving
unsatisfactory reports. But they made seriousS attempts to
rectify the situation, so that the fdllowing annual inspec-

ticn would be marked by success .87

DETERRENTS AND PUNISHMENTS

Discipline entailed preventive measures to stop
disobedience, destructimm of property, deserticns, etc.
based on a system cof pmishmen":s,88 The power to punish
tcok root from the growth of authority. and dominatiam.
The justification to punish, was lcoking intc the future, to
prévent rekrellim, mutiny and ill-discipline. It was necessary
to punish just enocugh to prevent repetition. A crime is
admittedly SsuppoSed to entail some benefits, far if the
disadvantages in the committing of a crime were explicit,
it certainly would be undesirable. The punishment therefore
had t¢ be more harsh than the nature of the charge, alSc the
Septénces should have the most intense effects oan those

who were innocent. Laws had to be pablished, shauld be

87. Mi). Frocdgs., May 1876, Frocdg. No., 23, In 1873, the
22nd Native Infantry had returned from the L coshai
expeditian and was badly affected by sickness, The
report for 1873 was not up tc the mark, but by 1875, the
marked improvement was visible. Similarly the Sth and
18th Native Infantry, reported an unfavourably an accaint
of poor performance in drill made improvements, The 23rd
and 32nd also made improvements., The 42nd Native Infantry
was reported am poorly in 1875 because its European Of ficers
appreared quite ignorant cf their duties.

88. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, r.sl.
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inexorable, and the machinery of justice inflexible,

for 1f ane allows men to See that crime may be pardmed
the hope of pardan is likeiy to be naurished. The truth
of tﬁe crime, through investigati s must be proved,
Inhuman punishment nevertheless should be avoided, not
because of a sense of profound humanity for the offender,

but to regulate the effects cf pow.-.x:.89

The Native articles cf War governed the code of conduct
of Indian t:roops.90 The Commanding Officer of a Regiment was
vested with enormous disciplinary powers. The supreme
authority remained the Govermor General of India in Council,
or the Comander-in-Chief of the Presidency, who was vested
with the authcrity of dismissing or discharging the nm-
commissicned officers. The Commanding Officer of a regiment,
could dismiSs or discharge any Soldier below the rank of
a nm-commissioned officer and to dismiss, discharge or
reduce to the ranks any Non-commissioned of ficer belanging

t0 such regiment or corps .91

‘A General Court Martial had the power to pass a

sentence of death or transportaticon or imprisonment for

890 Ibido' ppo 93-96.
90. Mil, Procdgs.,Nov. 1862. Procdg. No., 834, Alsc See

Censu) tationsS Aug. 1872, Nos, 657-8, Bundle Nos., 1863«4.

91. Native Art of War, Art. 3.
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any icnger period than three years or the power to try a
Commissioned Of ficer. A General Coart Martial could &slso
sentence a Commissimed Officer, who could be dismissed
fromt he service, or be suspended from rank and pay and

allowances or be placed cne or more steps lower in his rank".92

“A General or a District or a Garrisan, or
a Regimental Court Martial '~ could sentence a nmn-canmissi-
oned officer or soldier, who could be reduced in the ranks,
or dismissed or imposed corporal punishment not exceeding 50
lashes, or given imprisonment with or without hard labour
and solitary confinement, not exceeding 14 days at at ime or
84 days in any one year. A forfejiture of all advantage
as to additional pay and claim to pension on discharge may
also be impcSed, Every Soldier sentenced to canfinement in
the Quarter Guard or Defaulter's Room, or in a soljitary
cell, or in any other place of impismment shall forfeit
all claim to pay and allowances during Such confinement fand
shall be entitled to receive subisStence amly according to

”
the rates laid down in the Regulations.’-

Punishments awarded by Native Court Martials upm
soldiers and officers of the Bengal Army under Indian Articles
of war ranged from l1oss of service ar accompanied by death,

transSportation and dismissal, imprisonment with hard labour

92. Native Articles of war, Art. 78.
93. Native Articles of War, Art, 78,



107

for 1ife, or for 14 years, 7 years, 3 years, 2 years, lyear
6 months and corporal punishrent., #Funishment not involving
10ss of services could be accompanied by corporal punish-
ment, or hard labour with imprisonrent under 3 manths, mixed
imprisonment exceeding six months or under, simple
imprisonrent exceeding six manths and under, and ather
miScell aneous sentences, sSuch as those involving suspension,
reduction, or 1oss of rank, or a reprimand could also

be meted out .9 4

The general opinian was that native officers cauld not
safely be entrusted with administering the law. By such
maladminisStraticn of law,not only were the ends of justice
defeated,but the discipline of the army was injuriously and
dangerously COmprcmised.gs The sanction by Governrment to trial
by a European Court Martial could be obtained easily by
telegraph, so it was not expedient tc alter the law.

However, to train the Indian cfficers,the preparation of a
manual of instructioms for Indian officers in regard tc

Court Martial duties was pIOpOSed.96

The nature of the charges ranged from absence withaut

leave, insubordination, feigning disease, striking a superior,

94, Mil, Procdgs.,Nov. 1872 Procdg. No8,, 161.

95. Mi). Procdgs. Nov., 1862, Procdg. No. 554-557. A Sepoy
of the 22nd Punjab Infantry was attached to 27th Native
Infantry, and was tried for striking a Havildar, his
superior officer. Although his orime was proved, the
Court Martial acquitted him on grounds that his case was
inadequately charged.
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abusive language, theft, desertion, indecent and insolvent
language, selling regimental necessaries, disgraceful camduct,
qui tting post, sleeping on post, quitting hospital, receiving
stolen property, disobedience of lawrul command and caduct

97 In same instances these

tothe prejudice of good order.
charges met with the sentence of corporal punishment. The
crime of marder was mﬁished most Severely by hanging from

the neCkc

In 1870, the total number of men tried by Court
Martial was 281, in 1871 it was 244, in 1872 it was 246,
in 1873 it was 252 and in 1874 it was 290, bringing the
total of 5 years to0 1,313 and its average 26.2% per annum,
or about three fifths percent, on strength, which was less

%8 In the Punjab Frantier Force,

than 4 per r'egiment.
the trials were 318, or 63.6 per annum, o less than half a
per cent a Strength, or 35 per regiment. The dismissals,
whether by Court Martial or by 4 scharge without trial during
the five years, averaged less than four per regiment under

the Commander-in-Chief and over 5% per regiment in the Frontier
Force. *he trials included those in which acquittals were

grantedo99

97. Mi). Procdgs., Feb. 1865, Procdg. No., 64.

98. !:u] 2 PrCcQgS./May 1876, ProCdgo NO., 52' 42 .
99. 1Ibid., Some of the Returns cf Punishments awarded
at Appendix 7
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The Returns of Punishments awarded by Native
Court Martial upm officers and soldiers of the Bengal Army
during 1st July to 31st Dec. 1875, paint tc an iIncrease
by aneé case in total number of punishments with loss of
Service, an increase by five cases in the total number
of punishments without loss of 8ervice.100
Native Court Martials from 1st Jan to 30th June
1876, recorded a dr:op.101 There was a decrease by 5, in

those pinished with 108s of service and a decrease by 8, for

those merely punished.

In reépect of summary court martials from 1st July
to 31st Dec. 1875, there was an increase by 18 cases, for
1083 of service, and 47 caseS, with no loss of service.
Some of the cases being theft, insubordinatiom, sleeping at ]
post when on sentry duty, absence from lines, desertims, ‘
etc. In the second phase, i.e. 1st Jan. to 30th June 1876,
there was a dip in numbers, vthe loss of Service cases

having decreased by 14, and 11 with no loss of servicv:e.m2

Of the General Court Martials held in 1876, there were

three cases of Indian Officers being tried for cmduct

100. Mil. Procdgs. Jan. 1877, Procdg. No., 269-272.
101, Ibiag.

102. Ibid..
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unbecoming of an officer, prejudicial to good order and

103 In one case, Sepoy Zaman Khan, of the 21st

disciple,
Punjab Infantry, uSed criminal force against his superior
officer, Lt, William Harris, by discharging at him a rifle
locaded with gqunpowder and a ballet, causing his death. He
was found guilty and Sentenced to b hanged by the neck

till deat:h.m4 This was an exceptimal case of an Indian
assaulting a European officer. 1In 1877, the case of Secunder

105 The charges

Khan, Jemader, 15th Bengal Cavalry was heard.
against him were that he sent a letter directly to the
Commander~in-Chief against his Commanding Officer, Lt. Col,
Guy Prendergast, and that he falsely and maliciouSly accused
his Commanding Officer of having demanded from him a sum of
Rse S00/- offering to promote him to the rank of ressaider

oan payment of the sum. The court did not find him guilty.

Sepoy Bhunga Singh, of the 45th Native Infantry .
(Rattray's Sikhs) was charged with conduct to the prejudice
of good ader and military discipline, incdting men through
such sentences, “If the Guru Padshah will assist me, there

106

will be seen what a row I will crea’te'.' In an insubordinate

and anmymous letter to the Commanding Officer he threatened

103. G.OOCCCQ fOI.' 1876.

1040 G.O 'Coco 26th Dec. 1876.
1050 G.O.C.C. in Gth Ju-ne‘ ]877.

106. G.0.C.C, 27th April 1878.
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him about the promotions that were disagreeable, and that,
if they were not revoked, there woild he bloodshed in

the regiment. He was imprisoned with hard labour for 2 years%07

In 1879, there were two punishments of death by
hanging from t he neck)meted cat on account of uSe of
criminal force towards the superior officer, causing their

108 However, in an analysis of the offences over

death,
the years, many of them were not of a very seriousS nature.

"No army, but the Indian,could show such an absence of crime“%09
Between 1880 and 1882, there were about 22 cases of General
Court Martial, which indicated very serious offences, or,
those committed by officers. In 1882, 22 cases of General
Court Martials among European Troops were summaed. In
comparison anly 15 cases from the native troops were
sxm.mmedll.O

The degree of the discipline of an army can be measured
by the number of desertians that occur. The average annual
number of desertions in ther army under the commander-in-Chief,
from 1870~75 was 1/2 perceht that is, Seven men in every

two years in an Infantry regiment, and a little over 2 men

per annum in a cavalry regiment.lll These desertions occured

107. Ibid.
108. G.0.C.C. 6th Dec., and 2nd Dec., 1879.

109. Mil, Procdgs. May 1876, Procdgble52.

110. These.figures are entirely from my findings in the
G.0.C.C, for the respective years.

111. Mil, Procdgs. May 1876, Procdg. No., 52, pp 344- Al.
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among Jats, Sikhs, Pathans, Afghans and border tribes.
There were some regiments, who prided themselves on no
desertion between 1870-1874. In the Punjab Frontier Force,
the desertims were m.inim.al.n2 The canduct and discipline
of the Bengal Army was extremely different from what it was

in 1858. "In quarters the canduct of the troops, the

113«

British and Native has left but little to desire', In the

lang winter in Afghanistan amid snow and ice, nowhere either
in British or Native regiments has discipline deteriorated

or morals fallen away".n'4 “The conduct and discipline of the
Native portion of the Army has also been in the highest

degree satisfactory during my tenure of this c0mmand.”115

CONCLUSION

These statements made at the end of their tenures,
by Commanders-in-Chief, for whom maintenance of discipline
reflected a successfu] command tenure, indicated the character

of the army, The military authocrities imposed extremely

112. Miy, Procdgs. for March 1874, Procdg. No., 17, which
provides a Comparative set of Returns showing desertions
in the Bengal Cavalry and Infantry regiments from
October 1870 Sept 1873. Interestingly, hesides the
total number of desertions in each regiment the caste
is also indicated. See Appendix No. 7 & 8 fcr details

113, Sir-William Mansfield, Farewell Orders, 1870.

114. G.0.C.C. Simla, 7th April, 1881, Farewell Order of Sir
Fraderic Haines,

115. G.,0,C.C, 8th April 1893, Farewell Order of Field
Marshal Frederic Roberts,
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severe and harsh punishments and in the case of general
court martials, very few Sentences were revocked or

remitted. In thiS context, the fear of punishment and its
reprercussions, may have Served as a deterrent, and there-
fore improved the quality of discipline and efficiency of
the Indian Army. Similtaneously, the paternalistic attempts
and welfare measures to improve the conditims for the troops
facilitated the growth of a content army. Nevertheless,

the military virtues of obedience and 1oyalty were inherent
to the code of the warrioar and the contribution of such values
in the building of the discipline &£ an army caﬁnot be
discounted. The fact remains, however, that {£ the British
were tO remain in India, they would need the services of a
loyal, disciplined army which they were successful in

oktaining.






CONCLUSION

"Khal k-1 =Khudha, Mulk-i-Sarkar,
Hukm=i-Sahiban alishan®, 1

The Bengal Scldier signed up under the British master
subjected himself t0 their disciplinary norms and took up
arms under their dominaticn. He recognized the f act that
power belanged to the *sahibs' who exercised authority
and influence. The land was part of the state system,
but mankind. transcended the earthly bamds of power and
authority, and had a universality attéched to it. Beneath
this acquiescence, the soldierly psyche vibrated with
strains of military characteristics; an the me hand
universal and on the other specifically Indian with a
spirit that clung o tenaciously to the feudal notion of

haeor, all bound together by a code cf discipline,

The spirit of silent_ and selfless devction to duty
in the service cof the army 1is the substance cf the military
rind, cf military attitudes and military values. The
prcfessional military ethic is nan-dated ard nan-=localized.

As 1ang as there is nc basic alteratiom in the inherent

l. Gen. George MacMunn, “Armies cf India", Ar Urdu Cocurplet.
translated it means *Mankirnd belongs to Gecd the 1land
to the Government, and power to the powerful sahibs.)
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nature of the military function, there will be no change

in the content of the professional ethic. The military
profession organizes men 80 ag to overcome their inherent
fears and failings, because it is the soldier's duty to
serve society or state . Because of the nature of the
means which he employs. to carry out his duty,the military
man emphasizes the importance of the group as against the
individual. Success in any activity requires the sub-
ordinatian of the will of any individual to the will of the
group. Tradition, esprit de corps, unity and community;,
rate very high in the military value sysr,em.2 The

oriental traditions of allegjiance to superiors and obligation
of protection and Service was closely linked to the twin
ideas of ‘Sarkar Ka Namak and‘Namak Haram.> This military
ideclogy which emerged partly from the traditimal structure

of Indian Society and partly from the colonial rule created

a well disciplined army.

The Indian army + - was a unique school of arms,4
because a foreign powex, had raised and maintained this

great army of volunteers, the largest the world has «ver

2. Huntingdon, "The Sgldier gnd the Stgate", pPp.60-63.
3. Philip Mason, “A Matter of Honor", p. 530.

4. Roger Beaumont, "Sword of the Raj", p.191.
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seen, Not a man in it was cmscripted.'s Raised by the
British to meet their comercial and imperial needs, this
army did not have a naticalist cause to serve for the
first two centuries, There was no patriotic motive, for
India was not a unified country prior to the British,

When they assumed the title of Kaiser-i-Hind, the ordinary

6 at

recruit was not impelled by service to the country.
best he may have felt a loyalty to the distant white ruler,
but for generatims Indian soldiers had served whoever held

sState power .7

It was an ironical situation of an army, whese men
were termed mercenaries, because they Served in return
for pay and cther material and mcral rewards.8 The Company's
European troops could also be classed as mercenary trcops
of the best kind, fighting for good pay and certain privilecges,

9

hardly serving the Queen or country before 1857. But

¢ ’
the Bengal scldier did nct bear the marks of the rercenary,
who was an individualist, who competed with the other, who

pocssessed no common Standards, nor corpcrate Spirit,

5. Chenevix Trench, "The Indian Army and the Kings, Enemjes"
Forward. '

6. Rajesh Kadian, “India and Its Army", p.10.

7. Heathcote, "The Indien Army : A Garrison of British
Imperial India,", pP.105.

8. Ibid..

9. "Mil. Reforms in India, Part I", J.U.S,I., Val. 42,
1882, pp. 68=70«
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For the mercenary, discipline and respmsibility was absent,
for war i a predatory husiness, and the ethics cof the

predatory business prevailed. 10

The sepoy of the Bengal Army did not join up for pay
alone. In fact, his salary, after the 1860°'s,shrunk to
a pittance, and the earlier reputation he enjoyed of
distributing largesse no longer held true. Neither was
his pensian particularly large. There was & fall in the
recrui tment numbers in certain areas, but not sharp enocugh
t© cause undue consternatian. For the 'man’ cmtinued to
join the army, &8ven if economic considerations were of
importance, in years of surplus employment in the civil
sector, the 1ove of the service lured men to join. To
some extent, it was familial ties and links that beckmed
the young man into the service, for he desired to emulate
his ancestocrs, Perhaps it was a limited form cf caste
occupatim, because the Kshatriyas and Kajputs were cansi-
dered the warriors cf Indian soclety. “Being a man of the
warrior class, It iS your duty to fiqht”-n But zfter the revolt
this was nct exactly the case, Since official policy discounted
high caste Brahman and Rajput fidelity, and preferred to

make way for the lower castes alsoc. The selectian of the

10. FRuntingdan, “The Soldi_ﬁa_g and the State", p.21.

11. Krislma to Arjun, The Holy Gi€a., -
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military races was a coanvenient ploy to induct men from
dif ferent geographical zmesynonetheless, most of them,
claiming Kshatriya ancestry and hailing from an upper

class agricul tural milieu., Admittedly, the glamour and
the privileges of the Service were attractive, and, in a
limited way, of fered scope for social mobility in an upward
scale, since low caste men were being appointed even to
the cfficer ranks, uHe‘ jadned the army because it was an
hoorable professiac, and he fought for his hanor, which
included that of his family, his commnity, his regiment

i
and the region he came frOm.lz-

The Bengal sdldier of peasant origin was rustic,
sincere and not politically minded, which enhanced his

¢alue for the British,l?

Although the scldier and the army
were representatives of the traditional culture with elements
of cmsewatisfn jthere was a conSciousness to move towards

the changing sccial and ecanomic milieu. Changes took

Place an account of the exi .gencies of war, of service
overseasbof decisims impcsed by superiors. ThiS peasant
soldier required to restructure his sense of time and time

oriented discipline. He had to cope with reveille, drills,

exercises, parades. In the area of sports, he caild combine

12. Dr Rajesh Kadian, "India and jts Army", Forward.

13, Ellinwood, Pradhan, ed. "The Indian Soldier and Wor}g"
P. 177.
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village level traditicns of wrestling and feats of strength

with British sports cf football, soccer and hockey. Team

sports called for a discipline and co-operation different
14 '

from the village experience., The jawans were exposed to

the powers of modern armareént and technology and therefore

had to improve their technical skills toc master their

weapms,

The Army attempted to be an instrument of moderniza-
tion and change, but easentially it remained a cmservative
institution, perpetuating the system of hierarchy through
an acceptance of caste. This was integrated into the
organizatian of the army in the fam cf the class regiment,
Oor class cOmpany regiment, wherein men of a particular
community were grouped together. The objective was partly
to foster a spirit of esprit de corps and camaderie, s©
essential tc the well being of any regiment, foar the frater-
nity has to be so bound, to‘enable them to face the rigors

of war collectively, brawvely and successfully.

The martial trad;tims of the family or the class were
upheld through the notion of honor and *izzat'. The comcept
of 'izzat' which meant glory, hmor and reputation, became
part of his psyche, and inspired him into incredible feats
of gallantry, moulding him intc a well disciplined individual;

14, Ibid., p. 181.



unquestimingly obedient, endlessly enduring and fear=-
lessly brave. If the Bengal Army recorded a low rate of
crime, becauSe it was well disciplined, I would attrikute a
large part of this discipline &s a corellary to his belief
in *izzat’. It was ‘izzat’, all the way, that led the

man to retain pride in the family, the clan,the regiment,
He could not be an accomplice to a situation that would

draw social disapprobation,even if it resul ted in death.

British policy largely favoured the recognition and
celebraticn of the men's festivals and traditioms. Sikhs
were encouraged to adhere to the Khalsa requirements, the
Gux khas celebrated Dussehra with great enthusiasm, each
British officer in the regiment making a contribution:
‘maulvi’ and‘mndit‘. were employed to guide the men's
spiritual needs. Interestingly, the attempts to chd stianize
the army, in the hope that the Christian would prove a loyal
subject, were nct too frequént. On the contrary, it was
through an acceptance of the Indian soldier'’s customs,
traditis and caste normS, that the army legitimized its
powere Undoubtedly, the steel framework of the 'Native
Articles of War, were forbidding and those who dared to
disobey them woulé be punished severely. But the sepoy
respected and cared for his 'Captain Sahib' in an indescribably
affectionate manner. If the ©fficer was fair and just, the

scldier woald follow him to the end of the earth. Unafraid
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of death, and fearless in battle, becausSe of the belief that
for a warrior there was nothing nobler than a rid teous war,
that death on the battlefield opened a door to heaven,15
having swarn his oath ('Kasam khaya') to serve 'Kaiser-i-hing’
loyally, the sepoy, essentially cooperated in the maintenance
of the discipline of the army, facilitating the tasks of

the military authorities.

I conclude by narrating the incident of Bharatpur,
that revealed the intensity of the ideological force that
propelled the men into action of unequalled courage and
valour. In 1805, the 2nd Battalion cf the 15th Bengal
Native Infantry (cr the 318t Native Infantry) had thrice
attempted to plant their colors on the bastion of the fort,
but were compelled to retreat an all three occasims.
Twenty one years later, in 1826, the Bharatpur fort was
stcrmed and taken. Suddenly, the ¢ld colors, tom, tattered
but fluttering proudly, appeared - Thefragments had been
secretly rreserved by the men and the men's sms, so that
SOméday they could replace them, am that bkastion and redeem

the hanor of their families, their cfficers and their reg:Lmem:.%6

The British required an army tailored to colaial require-
ments. They procured soldiers for whom *Izzat’ sprang from
the innermost recesses of their cansciocusness. The ‘Bengal

. Sepoy lcmld not & corrupted by gold nor appalled by danger.

15. Maj. Gen. Chand Das, "Traditiams and Customs of the
Indian Army,"*, pp. 29-30. -

16. Philip Mascn, "A Matter of Honor", pp. 128-139% 3%
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APPENDIX -1
MEDICAL STANDARDS

The following Chest Measurements were suggested for the

guidance of the examining Medical Officer:

Height Chest
For Sikhs, Pathans, Funjabi,
Musul mans of 24 years $'-6% -~ 5°.g" 34"
For Sikhs, Pathans, Funjabi,
Musulmans cf 24 years 5' -« 10%+ 35"
For Hindoostanees, Musulmans 5'6"=5'-8" 33k*"
Hindecs, Dogras, others, 24 yrs
For Hindoostanees, Musulmans,
Hindoos, Dogras, other, 24 years 5-10" 345"
Young lads 16-20 yrs. with every 31"
appearance of further development
Young lads 22 yrs., with every 32"

appearance cf further development

No standards were laid down for Gurkhas !

G.0,G,G. 1875, No, 890, pe. 190, However, G.0.C.«in-C,

No. 645, 1st Aug. 1893, abolished these special ‘'regimental’
standards cf Height and Chest measurement in all regirent
of Bengal Army and Punjab Prontier Forve. Al ternatioms
regarding "standard heidht and age of recruits, issued in
Dec. Recruiting Officers were to exercise discretim in passing
men into Servife and should use their best endeavours, to
obtain the finest men. The C.0's were forbidden to reject
on the basis of physique men sent tc them by the Recruiting
Officer. who had minimum standards of heights and chest
measurements laid down for each Class in Para 2199 & 2200,
Army Requlatims, India, Voal. II,
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AP PEND IX -2

Corps.

Under G. 0., dated 9th September 1864, the undermen-
tioned Regiments should be composed as follows:

Strexatn AccorpiINg To Caste RETORN, DATED IsT Atcust 1871.

Mooltances.

Pathans, o

=
i
a
-
w
~
£
-
=
z
—
Y
bl
[+
=
=

Total strength of Regiment.

Total number ot unauthorized men

ghewn by the Officer Commanding.

Ist Beogal Cavalry

2nd ditto
3rd ditto
41h ditto
bth ditte
6th ditto
7th ditto
8th ditto
9th ditto

Hindoostanee Mussulmen only

Mussulmen, Dogras, Sikhs, Jits, Rajpoots, Brahmins
and Maharattahs in equal numbers,

Same as 2nd Bengal Cavalry
Ditto ditto
Ditto ditto
Hindoostanee, Mussulmen, Trans-Indus, Punjab and
PRorder Tribes, Hindoostanee Hindoos, Sikhs, Bundelas,
Jits in equal numbers.
Same as 2nd Bengal Cavalry
Hindoostanee, Mussulmen, Trans-Indus, Punjab and
Border Tribes, Punjabee Mussulmen, Hindoostanee

Hindoos, Jiits, Bundelas.

Trans-Tndus, Punjab and Border Tribes, Punjab Mussul-

men, Sikhs, Dogras and Hill-men.

!
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10th  ditto ...} Trans-Indus, Punjab and Border Tribes, Punjabee Mus-{ ... 1 ., SLL 77 L1103 4500 85y | e Ll et s L0 63 456 18
sulmen, Sikhs, Dogras and Hill-men, Jis. ‘
11th  ditto ... | Trans-Indus, Punjab and Border Tribes, Punjabee Mus- | ... | ... 86 83 .| 238) 49 .|t b 4l aes 9
gulmen, Sikbs, Dogras and Hillmen. ’
12th  ditte ... | Trans-Indus, Punjab and Border Tribes, Panjabee Mus- | .. [ .. | 61) 90 ... [18¢| 33| 10l | .. | .. bbb sel 462l se
sulmen, Sikbs, Dogras and Hill-men, Bundelas, Jits. !
13th  ditto ... | Trans-Tndus, Punjab and Border Triles, Punjubee Mus- | ... | ... 6O 70 .o IR B b T 122 438 30
sulien, Sikhs, Dogras and Hill-inen. l
14th  ditto  ...-| Yiis only wo b b Boel ol e ass “4 -
. S
15th  ditte .. { Doorance, Mooltanee, Belooch, Pathan AR T A wo P b b e b o b L 1800 119305 32] 450 91 &
. ! o
16th  ditto ... | Hindoostance Mussulmen, Trans-Indus, Punjab and | .. 91 © L0193 62, 45 . 8] 449 bl E—j
Border Tribes, Hindoostanee Hindoos, Dogras and © 3
Hill-men, JAts. e &
! o &
17th  ditto ... | Hindoostanee Mussulmen, Trang-Indus, Punjal and| ... 7O 145 12 92} ... b SO S Y1 U VR SV FUU AU ERUUUR A B TS T ) 63 © =
Border Tribes, Punjabee Mussulmen, Hindoostanee - ’ ‘ %
Hindoos, Dogras and Hill-men, Jits. a <
<
I8th  ditto ... | Hirdoostanee  Mussulmen, Punjabee Mussulmen, | ... | 80 ... *122 8¢ 7ol .. [0 el 0.1 ... 1. s b L] 4445 27 §~ =
Hindoostanee Hiundoos, Sikhs, Jits, includiug 91% &
Tewanas. <~ ¢
. £~
10th  ditto ... | Mooltances, Trans-Indus, Punjabee at:d Border Tribes, | ... { ... 79, 79 ... 166] 21l... 9 cee Lo Lo | ot 105 461 64
Punjab Mussulwen, Sikbs, Dogras and Hill-men,
Jats. '
|
i
Total o] T4SIL1G6; 595 624 5211667) 354(...] 12011056] 28] 190;...] 130! 119301049,9666| 54 ¢
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Native Infantry.

v
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and  Rajpoots, Sikhs Cis-Sutlyj,
Aheers, Koormees, and there is a
: small admixture of low caste men.
8th ditto ... | Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussulmen, | 190} 8S} ... | ... | .1 .| S TR R A 511 ... g8
Binjoostanee, Hindoos of an in-
“ferior class, Trans-Indus and Border
‘Tribes, Dogras and Hill-men, Sikls,
Trans-Sutlej, all races and eastes.
oth ditto ... | Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussulmen, | 210] 89| 811 771 133 ... {..1.0.. PR NN TP N TR U R 77
Hindoos, Jits, Goorkhas and Hill- -
men Bundclas, Dogras and Hill-men. 1 _
10th  ditto ... | Brahmiosand Rajpoots, Mussulmen, GO wae o Ll 86| 731 . 62 ... ... ... 25 648
Hindoostanee, Jits, Bundelas, Hin- :
doos of ioferior caste, Mussulmen,
Pupjabee, Dogras and Hill-men.

40 78 L ... 82 627

42 709 21

o
-
o
Vel
o

I4th  ditto ... | Sikhs from the Cis-Sutlej State, with | ... | ... | ... | .. | ... SRR [ [0S NN TR EUUR SO DR TY
a small admixture of Punjabee Mus.
sulmen and Punjabee Sikbs in equal
pruportion, :
I5th  ditte ... |Sikhsfrom the Cis-Sutlej States, some | ... ) ] SO O [P (U U VS U R EUUOR FON N R 89
Funjavee Mussulmen, Dogras and :
Hindoostanee Mussulmen,
16th  ditto ... | Hindoostanee Mussulinen, Brahmins | 419) 113 PR U DT ORI RN PTURN EUUU IO S I 1 ) 4
and Rajpoots ; there are also a few
Abeers and Sikhs, and a small
admixture of low caste men.
15th  ditto ... | Hindoostanee Mussulmen, Brahmins | 459 143 U EUUUE AP I £ S S
and Rajpoots, Ahcers, Sikhs and
small admixture of low castes.

365| ... 621 506

=

1)

11th  ditto ... | Hindoostanee Mussulmen, Brahmins | 463} 188} ... | ... | . 551...)... 86 692 =z c
and Rajpoots, Aheers and a small © =z

admixture of low caste men. . o @

12th  ditto ... | Hiodoostanee Mussulmen, Brahmins | 20 20 83 e | f b s I 2931 530 ... O
and Rajpoots, Punjabee Mussulmen, . w 9

{ Abeers, and a small admixture of | .

low caste men. A 5

13th  ditto ... | Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussalmen, | 123{ 7ol 122 86 104 o LY L T 195 . 48 692 52 g} 2
Hindoostanee, Jéts, Goorkhas and ' £ g

Hill-men, Bundelas, Hindoss of in- E‘ -~

ferior caste. &

10} ... | 576} ... 24 711 5

Jow Lo bbb bbb s 30 703 a3
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£ =8
StrENGTH AccorpING TO CasTE RETURY, DATED 1st Avgust 1571, ‘EE 3 ) é 3
22| § |23
8 : g 5 Ze| B |23
21 g 8l ¢|E |4 23w S
Under G. O, dated 9th September { & | 3 £ . | & | gl g | "9 & |Fe
1564, the undermentioned Regi-} 2| @ = 2 | E sl lalS |2 w ow
Corps. v el = LB = = 18 J=!l3 1%2!|. = S "
=orp ments  should be composed as| = | = — Sl z2l2¢|Z e |8 amn| = [
follows ;— Zle 2 ElEIRE Rl 215 |28 % |2
' e & g . w |2 Is2i=1§ ; = € = b Z 2 4p
2 | S 2 | & £ 8 ol e BT E|E |2 1S )22 &8 |28¢
£l = a | & . AZE & & |E] 2 z o |3 al 101 8 &2 - ERrR
= 3 = 21l= Z|Z| 8 5 |21 &8 S | =2 |y a ol | 8| @ —_ e e
= =] . — 3 e gz} & === = oA i | = = = < o =] =od
EIE 2|85 |2 |EEE1S | SIE|B | 8|51 |Fl=|=2|=|28| 2 |E€EE
A2 oS |ol2|le=SRd o DR 2 la = Al |;m | < |{&= & B
1Sth Native Infy. | Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussulmen, | 274} 181 156 . l' 971 09
Hindoostanee, Goorkhas and Hill-
men, Bundelas, Hindoos of inferior
eastes, . i
19th  ditto Sikbs and Mahomedans (Punjabee dowee | o | 101 1490 441 291 . 4] 666 44
or Border) Dogras. ) . . s
20th  ditto Same as 19th Native Infantry 95 255 134 176 ... 4< Zl.. 16
21st  ditto Ditto ditto coo | ees B o b e | 263) 178] 67 2600 . 3i ‘02i 16
22nd  ditto Ditto ditto . . e oo bl wea b 1301 11) B) 279 ... 6z 704 42
23rd  ditto *Muzbees, Ramdassees, Dhanooks, . N IR . e e | | 180 L ®4T0 71} 611 6
Mussulmen and Sikhs, | i ) .
24th  ditto ... |3ikhs, Mahomedans (Punjabee Border) I coo e bl ee | o 1480 107 757 290 94| 71 42
Dogras, : .
25th  ditto Saroe as 24th Native Infantry e L e L ] o f e b L | 244 15) 53 23 104 646 10
26th  ditto Ditto ditto wo { e e bl L 76] 132} 12)] 141 73, by: 1
27th  ditto Ditto Jitto . el e e | 193] 98 T 237 90, 693 12
25tk ditto ... Ditto ditto el b e ] 252 48] ) 284 55t 710 57
29th  ditto ., Ditto ditto cedtd e L e e ] 324 125 64 324 66; 703 32
3Uth  ditto Ditto ditto wlood o b L 1000 961 99! 294) 56) 705 13
3lst  ditto Ditto ditto NS TP IO VO IO RO FOVLVIRN DO SR N (POR PO B R -1 -7 Y - 12 1 e 41 712 21
32nd ditto . [*Muzbcees, Ramdassees and a few Chris- 2] [RUUURE IRV TSR VU FUOS IR VU IRUURRNE o .01 3 | IO [ 51 2| 10U 22
tians* and Hindoostance Mussulmen. .
33rd  ditto Massulmen, Hindoostanee, Ahcers, | ... | 117} .o | o | oo [ Do | oo Lo bl ool 1o, 589 b 711 .
Pasces, Chumars, Hindoos of inferior '
eastes, all races and castes, ;

('pruo))—'66¢ ON
‘Z481 J8NBOY 10A BONIATAIOY]

A

L 4

~

4
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34th Native Infy. | Brahmine and Rajpoots, Ahcers, ] 1800 ot .ol oo e ol v e oo o e e [ 1o L 1o {580 5( 715 82
Loodhs, Dhanooks, Chumars, Mch-
ters, Hindoos of inferior castes, all
races and castes.

35th ditto ... | Ahcers, Loodhs, Dhanooks, Chumars.i ... | .| (oo o t4onldesn oL bbb ver | --e 126] 637 69
Mechters.,

36th ditto ... | Biahmins and Rajpoots, Jits, Aleers, | 227) .. | 83 ... | ... | 133]..]. ).} 6g w | . 1176 8 685
Koormees, all races and castes. '

37th ditto .. ! Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussulmen, | 101} 83} 74| ... .. o}l .] 78l as1l.f b ool 10 s N T 3¢ 603 32

Hindocstanee, Jiits, Aheers, Koormees,
Goaojurs, Mussulinen, Punjabee, Trans-
Indus and Border T'ribes, Dogras
and Hill.men, Sikhs, Tians-Sutlej.

C8th  ditto .. | * Rajpoots, Jits, Aheers, Koormees, *229) .. 124 | . baszlo Ll oo bbb bbb o T go 12 693f 43
all races and castes, : '

39th ditto ... | Brahmins and lajpoots, Jits, Goor- | 208} ... 711 6S; ... 86l eee | aen 12 4 e | e o 2050 136 11 691
khasand Iill-men, Aheers, ¢ humars, ) :

Mehters, Hindoos of inferior castes,
Sikhs Cis-Sutlej, all races and eastes.
40th ditto ... | * Rajpoots, Aheers, Hindons of infe- 331 ... ¢ f b b ol oo bbb .. 106 ... | 257 17 Tl 138
rior castes, Sikhs Trans-Sutlej, all

races and castes, Ve
41st ditfo ... | Rajpoots, Mussulmen, Hindoostanee, | 98| ... | 150] 6] . | .. L.l b oo | ool oo b b sl o 274l 688 53
Jits,Goorkhasand Hill-men, Goojurs, .
Dogras and Hill.men, ‘
42nd ditto ... | Brahmins and Rajpoots, Mussulmen, | 871207 ... {370 ... | ... |..1.}.1 128 1.| . 320! 8§91
Hindoostanee, Dhanooks, Koormecs. l

Goorkhas and Hill-men, and otler
. low caste men. )

43rd . ditto ... | Goorkbas and Hill-men (Assamees) | 171] 59| ... 1393, ... | _1.l.L..].. JUURE Tt VU AU U SN IR 975 900
and a few Brabmins, Hindoostanee
Mussulmen and Rajoots, .

44th ditto ... | Goorkhas and Hill-men, Rajpoots— | 169/ 27f ... 1890 ... | ... L.L.L..b oo bbb U1 i

There are a few Brahinins, Hindoos- .
tanee Mussulmen and low caste men
45th ditto ... { Sikhsand Punjabees

('piuo) )—668 ‘ON
‘2 ig[ 1SNOAY UOL SONIAATIOUJ

SO TN (ITURS TR TR0 PO A NETOUN EURN (OO0 SOV NOOR B0 1:1: IUUU RSO " 5. 1 EUS B 122 710 11

Total 67962312I1049 1777 316| 969;...

158 1:

3
Y
-
o3
—
]
o
(o)
O

40512754{1509(1369}4065]1119 2328] 3371{ 31520] 1090

Apit. GEsL.s Orrice, Hp. Qus. Siyws; } : (Signed) T. WRIGHT, ¢,
Th: 20tk Oclober 157}, ' .

Deputy Adjntant General,
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APPENDIX -3

The following were some of the Costituent elements of
the Bengal Army, and the respective gecgrarhical zames fraom

which they were recruited.

*BRAHMANS The Kanotjiyas
Swarajiyas
Gaur
*RAJPUT ANA Raj puts
CLASSES

HWestem Jats
Eastern Jats
Gujars

Ahirs
Minas, fadiyar

Minas, UYjla

Mers and Merats
Musalman, Rajpats
Khaimkhanis
Khanzadas

Meos

Cawnpore, Wnao, Lucknow,
Rai Bareilly.

Hardoi, Partabgarh, Sultanpur
Gorda, Fyzabad, Basti, Jaunpur

Saharanpur, Bijnore, Moradabad
Muzzafarabad, Bulandshahr,
Aligarh, Meerut, Delhi, East
Districts of Punjab.

Jodhpur, Jaipur, Bikaner, Alwar,
Dhel pur, Karauli.

Jodhpur, Jaipar, Bikaner, Alwar
Bharatpar.

Jaipur, Alwar, Bharatpur,
Karauli, SYholpur, Bundi.

Alwar, Jaipur

Bundi, Kotah, Mewar, Jaipar,
Tank.

Alwar, Jaipur,

Ajmer, Merwars, Jodhpur, Mewar.
Alwar.

Jaipar, Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Alwar

Alwar, Bharatmr,

* Brahmans, Caste Handbooks, p. 13,18,54.
* Rajogtana Clgsses, Caste Handbooks, p.64, 65.
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*HINDUSTANI Masalmans of the Uni ted
MUSULMANS Provinces {.e. Cis-Juma.

Pathans Oude, Partabgarh and

Sultanpur.

Moghul

Shekhs

Sayads

Musulman Rajputs Oudh and Eastern districts
of United Provinces.

Musulman Jats or

Mula Jats Meerut Division
Mewatis or Mees Meerut Division
**MUSALMAN S OF Musalmans of Eastern Punjab
EASTERN PUNJAB ~ including native states,

baunded on the south
by the Jumna and on the
North by the Sutlej.

Pathans (make Village colanies in

good soldiers Rohtak, Gurgaon, Hissar.

for Infantry

and Cavalry

Moghuls ( few for Southeastern part of

Cavalry) Ambala Divisian

Shekhs (not Village colonies of

recommended) Ambala division

Sayads (few for Village coOlanies, southem

Cavalry) districts of Ambala
division,

Awans (v. few for Ludhiana district.

Infantry)

Bilaches (Pathan, Southern districts of

Bil oches) Ambala divisiea.,

Musulman Raj pute,

“Ranghers" Ambala Division

Musalman Rajpauts Ferozepir, Ludhiana.

MusSsalman Jats or Ferozepar, Ludhaiana,

‘Mala Jats' Patiala, Faridkot,

* Hindustanee Musulmans and Musalmans of Eastem FPunjab
Caste Handbooks, P. 47-49.

** Ibid.p. 83-86.
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EASTERN PUNJAB

@@ PUNJABI
MUSALMANS

@DOGRAS

£ GARHWAL IS
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Meos
Musulman Gujjar
Dog Dogars

Rajpats

Jats, Gujjars and
Foreign Tribes
(Artans or Pathans
Badhal, Bangial,
Baluch, Bhakral,
Chib, Dhanial,
Dhanial, Gakkar,
Gordals, Gujjars
Janjuas, Jasgan,
Jats, Jethal,
Jodhra, Junhal,
Kahrwal

etc, etc.,

Mians, Ranas,
Raj pats, other

than Mians, Thakurs,

Rathir, Brahmans,
Jats, Kanets,
Ghirths, Kolis

Upper Garhwalis

Brahmans, Kshatriyas,

or Rajpats,
Khasiyas,
Doms,

APPENDIX-3 cont*’d

Gurgaon
Ludhiana, Ferozepure.
Feroze Pare.

Portim of N.WOF.PQ

In the S.E. {1t does not
extend beyond the Sutlej
river. Includes Kashmir,
and states of Pomch,
Jammu., Best soldiers
from that portion of the
Aanjab which lies between
the Indus and tle Jhelum
rivers and the Gujrat,
Shahpar, Jharg and Muttan
districts.

Jamm, Sialkot, Gurdaspar,
Hoshiarpur, Kangra,
Mandi, Bilaspar,

Badhan, Nagpar, Dasoli,

at the greater attitudes,
the better a soldier,

Chandpar, North and East

* Ibido po 83-860
@ Punjabi Musalmans, Caste Handbooks, p. 1,3,4,97.

@ Dogras Caste Handbooks, p. 80 and App, 13.

£ Garhwalis, Caste Handbooks, pp, 42, 43, 44.
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Bilths - Brahmans and Northern patties

* KUMAONS

Khas Brahmin, Rajput provide better material.

and Khas Rajput Best soldiers from

(Khasiya) area that lies to
the north and east
of lines roaghly
running east and west
and north and south of
Almora cantt.

** GURKHAS Gurungs, Magars, Central Nepal,

Khas, Thakur, Newars, coincident with

Damairs, Sarkis, Central gedagraphical

Kamis, division of Nepal or
basim of Gardak river.
and also from basin of
Gogra river,

Limbur, Rais, Sunwars, Bastern Nepal,

Lamas Basin of Kosi
river,

SIKHS

4

Kumaonis, Caste Handbooks, P, 33, 39.

** Gurkhas, Caste Handbooks, P, 145, 147.
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DETAILS OF THE LINKED BATTALIONS.QF. THE BENGA4L ARMY

Regiments Statim Regirment Centres
l1st, 2nd, 3rd Meerut Al lahabad

4th, 5th, 6th Gawn pore Benares

7th, €th, 9th Lucknow Lucknow

10th, 11th, 12th Fyzabad Bareilly

13th, 16th, 17th All ahabad Agra

14th, 15th, 45th (Sikhs)

18th, 33rd, 38th Benaras Delhi

19th, 22nd, 2Z4th

(Punjabis) Jhelum Mean Meer
25th, 27th, 28th Umbala. RBawalpindi, . _
29th, 30th, 31st Sial kot S1 al kot

20th, 21st, 26th Rawal pindi Peshawar

35th, 36th, 37th Jullunder Jullender
(Sikhs, Dogras)

23rd, 32nd, 34th Lahore Jhelum, Umballa

39th, 40th

Meen Meer.

Jhansi
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SCHEME FOR THE RECONSTITUTION OF THE HINDUSTANI PORT ION
OF _THE BENGAL ARMY ON THE CLASS REGT . SYSTEM

BRAHMINS

Ist Group 1st and 3rd B.I.
lst B.I, formation 3rd B.I, Formation
2 Cos., of Its own 3 Ces. of 1ts own

2 Cos from 2nd B.I. 1 €o. from 10th B.I,

2 " " 4th B.I. 2 " » 11th B.I,
1 " ® sthB.I. 1" * 12th B.I,

1 * " 7th B.I, 1 * 16th B.I.

1 * * 8thB.I. 2 " * 17th B,I,.
1 " " 9th B.I, 1 " " 18th B.I.

Total 10 Companies , 11

G.G.0. 309, 1893,



2nd Group
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The 2nd, 4th,

APPENDIX-6 cont'd

4 Cos, of its own

3 * fromlst B.I. 1 Co., from 3rd B.I. 3 " from 17th B.I.
1] " 3rd B.I. 3 " * 5th B.I, 1 " to be raised
8 8 8

3rd GROUP MUSALMAN S Sth, & 12th B.I,

5th B.I. 12th B,.I.

4 Cos, of 1ts own

4 Cos. of {1ts oun

3 Cos of its own

2 Cos. of 1ts own

b B from 3rd B,I,
2 " " 4th B,.I.
2 " " 6th B,I,

1 €o, from 8th B.I,
2 " " 10th B.I.
2 " " 11th B.I.

16th B.I,
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4th GROUP JATS, RAJPUTS, 6th & 10th B.I. JATS 13th
B.I.
RAJPUTS

6th B.I, 10th B.I. 13th B.I.,

3 Cos of {t8 own 3 Co8., of 1ts own 3 cos of its own

2 " fromsS5thB.,I. 1 " from lst B.I. 2 Cos from 9th B,I,

2 " “* 9thB.I. 1 " " 7thB.I. 3 Cos, from 18th B,I,

1 " to be 2 " " 13th B.I.

released
1] * * 16th B.I.
8 Cos 8 Cos. 8 Cos,

G.G.0. 309, 1893,



5th GROUP
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S Cos., of 1t8 own

5 Cos of {ts own

4 Cos of 1ts own

3Co8, from6th B.I, 1 ¥ frcem 3rd B.I. 4 " from l2th B.I.
2 " ® 10th B.I. T .

8 Cos 8 Cos 8 Cos.

6th GROUP HILLMEN ¢ 9th & 39th B.I.

oth B.I,

2Cos of its own
1 Co. from 13th B,.I.

2 Cos. from 18th B.I,

3 Cos. to be raised

8 Cos.

G.G.0. 309, 1893,
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7th GROJP: MUSSALMANS 17¢h & 18th B.I.
17th B,.I, i18th B.I.
3 Cos of 1ts own 2 Cos of its cwn
1 ® from 19th B,.I, 2 Cos from 1st B.I,
2" from 13th B,.I, 2 Cos, * 2nd B.I.
2" » "16th B,I, 1 ¥ 7¢h B,I.

1" ® gth B,I.
8 Cos, 8 Cos,

G.G.0O. 309, 1893,
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EE . No. 307

Returns of Punishments in tho Nativeifhiy in India for the an'h:ilf-y;a;
- of 1870. :

[No. 307.1 Return of Punislunents awarded by vrdinary Courts Murtial upon
' Officers und Soldiers of the Bengul Ariny, under the Dndinn Articles of War,
during the second half (1st July .to 31st December) of 1870, B
Drey. Junct Apvocare GENL’s OrsrICE, Stvia, 25304 April 1871,
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CORPS. -: = o IR PR [
Ea = = 1 - - ~
2]z - 312123
= | = &= Eg A BN B - O PO !
S 13 N 2N Bl Pl I 3
“lel 5 |5 s B EAEREE
4 L [ | = =
3 12| A EHE 5
&) [ IR = 7R P 2
yth Beugal Cavalry PSS JOOY ISR FUOR FRN OO 10N SN R 1 . e .
Tk ditto coe fearfere] Heeoferd] S w |- - [N R o
Lith ditty [T PP (VN FOUS PORN [URR GO SO PO OV RN oee o § oot e vee oo o [ T .
17th ditto TSN RO PYOY NS S (U BP0 JORN IUN RN RN e cee | e o ver | woe § e 1 .
L)
Sappers and Miners LETIS FUUR PURY PR [ PR DOSOS IO POROE DO RS 2 ser | oae e oo | eee wan
Vich Bewgead Infunry o Lo e [oedeen o oo e - . . e D I T L .
1th ditto . R - . o | S )
35th ditto vou . R S DO PO DO PO 1 con P .. 1 e vee vee e . e
elth ditto EETE PR T P NS N FOO R R FOON [ROON e b .. T ORI R I 1 °
dath ditto PR YR B I PR PO T 1 e f s . .. - .
31t dine RO [ e ) - 1. . 1
S4th ditto vos foos ceef wae . . . . . o« .. 3 X
3xth ditie - . LR SR IO
4tth ditto 1 e . " . 1 2
420 ditru - . .
1ac Gourhliy o 1 N . . -
dth ditty ! . .
- .l— | ——— () —— e e [} ——
Tuwal os Joen i S 1. < Pheotbie g gy
o - . T
Graud totul . 11 224
Total of preceding hali~yem x4 $1
T e—————
Tuerease . .
Decrewse v v u -
Aggregute  strength,  1st ) .
Jaruury 1871 Comzd. Otlicers Lu92, Nou-Comsd, Officers 3,042, Sowvars, Sepeye, &c, 38,253 —Towl 14 348
. o — . S B --.’ S e
Pereeutuge of punishments l 'Uu:l U3l ’ . l VU4 “unz ,, 27 'vw}-lw!-ms

& § < Bomitted i ..
7] Setaside for irregulbarity

)

i

t CA Remited . . 1}
18 Set wside for ivegularity u

i

(Sizued) G. C. IIATCl, Cdl,,
-ch.:y Judye ddvocate Generul, Leagal Aruy,

z BliyoraNDa,
Prisoncrs whose tiiuls huve been set aside, but who bave been dischurged by order of the Culnmux:dcr-m-Chicf, arg
reported iu this retury s tie coluinn of % Dicgizsal,

-, Cuses of Native Commissioned Gjicers, .
12th Native Infuutry o 1 Subadur—Jlaking false stutcment to Cumanding Quicer—Suspension inflicted.
«0th Native Jufuatry 1 Nuick—Releasing prisouer without uuthority —Reduction and 2 yuul"s' hurd Alubor'
: Juflicted. B '
(Signed) G, C0aaTely, Col,,
Depy, Julys ddcecate Ginl., Uengal Army, -
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No. 308.

Returns of Punishmonts in tha T0ativm A s e s o a0 o =

anishmeonts in tho Wative Army in India for tio 2ad half-year
of 1370.

8 e e

ANo. 308.1 Return of Punishments awarded by summary Courts Aartial 1under
the Indian Articles of War on Nutive Soldiers of the Bengal drmy, during
the sccond half (st July to 31st December) of 1870.

Dery. Jupar Anvocartr Gesn.'s Orrice, Stura, 2500 4

pril 1871,

R OF SERVICE,

- TMrrisoxsnny ]t[",':'l'_" ",’:”“"'lt Micernraxy-
WITH HARD Lanon, SONMENT. 505 b, ans,
CORI'S. L lE1E £ B
2 |22 2]3
5§ le|elcla 4
E =] Elbj2lw|lale|5]s
8 B =R - I -1 - ol I
F] 3 IR R T B B A R
2 SIZ2 1217121713313
[=) Ot o Hile |ldleoelEg | 3la
e
Sappers and Mincrs S IEXTIN IRTTN BRYYSN R ORI O e . I [ 1) ...
ixt Bengal Cavalry [TO (N N VR IR SO T . S IS TN [RTTIN O IOV RV IO .
, 4th ditlo SR IRRLEN LTI RTPRN TN NRTORS RPN RO I S I NP RS R D T IR I
fth ditto ALl IETTNN YU VPR B 38 SOV VOO IO ST R IO I . .
sth ditto LU S I RN s e b b e bbb
ath ditto vee ] ees I3 SEPURN BRALEN ERTYRN EPVPR R RO 1 . . .- . .
I0th ditte YT A O O I R RO O . LU (RIS (NPPPRS RO NV S T .
11th ditty M IETISN SRTERN RSS IRTHI AETONN IETTSN IR IO o [ITIN QYRS E 1 .. "
Ll it LXU R B R toe shee e b bbb L e
. I
Inth it [ AELTUE AYPRN OIS ISR ENPORE VU O - B P e .
IFh ditin . LSLH NPTEN ROV 1 . . . . . . . . .
¢ Peagal Intantry sl CTCRN NSRS EVOR R P B N RO . . N I
ath  ditto RS IRTUSN (SRS [RPRR B PSS PO EVRR ISR AU I R N .
tih dittey .. FRTTIN NPTRN R FATLE RN 1 1]...
ith ditto i IR SCTTN SPYOUR RELUN RFTRN R I POUR B B Wil o “ I
Tih ditto RS CITN NUON (RTEN S Y OO IR . "
Fth ditto XN T I O i L RO O T .
HAN ditto [ I L TN DN (VR I werl e [ e ] 0 . N
3 th ditto LLC B S O LTI [XTIN TSR o ....' IXTIN BN 1} .
1ath ditto S0 BEAEE NRTTRE SORN BLETHN SRTVRN SO B | L1 IRNPYPR ROV IUUPR RO
Joth ditto LA TP [ROTON NUUUN ST S B AU B 1 Ul b 1
1h ditto N T I IS I
Ieth ditto Sat D I RNV (NUPRS IETERS RPVURN [UOUR IOVOR I R
.- . At
3 th ditto o) veo | | e N N ven . . 1
2uth ditta N » i .
21t < dinto . JRD I 2N NETTSN [N REICTN T B DUV RN . I !
201 ditte SEN T RUUR R N U I T N B . ] .
zuhditte MR . N N
2th ditro e e e e e 0
27th ° aline - ST OO L [T I I I
201l it L8 TR [DUPRN SO IR B PR I 1 A
duth ditto ] 2]..1.., 1
3ol > ditw A0 [N OO (VOSSR O OO IO Il IS SO O R B
ERIY] ditto "]' JOURE R SPPPR O 1] ... . o ]
#ath dilty I I T TN T ARV AU TR R . . 2
3Jeth TH O NN R (NN IO EROREN TR . 1
ath dite 0 BT O I R O B e RS IR T O B I
st dite R T N T O B (TN N RO T
3!th ditto e N T I .
LITIN ditte Y I
st it
4d dinto "
41th ditro .
410 ditte .
st Goorkhag .
ynel ditin .
ah . ditto .
Tatal e
r
Grand tolsl
Total of jacecding hadlezone
Inevenze .
Tleerease »

Comsl, Oiicers ) 2 Non-Comsil, Oz

Ameresnte strenuth, st Jany, 1873, Ay t1a Sowar
Total ty ine,

——

.n»ml oy ‘ 027 l ‘m:'.| 004

]'(-r!'(-n!mz«-:nf; 1

.

. { A J::'xnil!.ulv 1 T o
ARkl for o sitlaray e 1
. + 51] Reniteedd ? ) 1
. 1

7 Seta g Loy sty

il
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- |  APPENDI®Z) cant’d

Proceepings ror NoveMrer 1872.
No. 160.

[No. 160.] Return of Punishments awarded by Native Courts Martial L upon
Officers and Soldiers of the Bengal Army, under the Indian Artjcles qf War,
during the first half (1st-January to 30th June) 1872.

Dery. Jupce AnvocaTe GEsL.'s OFFICE, SiMLA, 16tk October 1872.

: INVOLVING LOSS OF NOT INVOLVING LOSS OF
SERVICE, SERVICE,
. L. Mixep | SiurLy
. Iyrmsoxnr.nr InpriroN-[MrrIsoN- [MPRISON- MusorrLane-
WITI BAKD LALOR, MENT. MENT. MENT. ous. )
. o3
CORPS, ST B g |8 |85
FOR RS gle . dig (2|3
: g4z 124 5 |8)2[5)¢8
.5 5 e 23 = ,E_ g 13 'g a -2 K
- -o 3 =3 a o a @ a K} . =1
I TElng | & g wlg |®w|ioi5|d |83
il . |z 9 -t P g | 3 s | 3 2 e I 3
A2l ielGiplélgiu(Ee|EE~|E ] € SIBI5 IS 18 € |s
izie R Biz|als B8 STl 2 | & 5 |B|B|BIE L 258
et ol ol ol bl bk S| & 21218121318 1318
C{-qs;kln;hﬁﬂ—w " 6 (=] Hlie |[Riw | X ."§
Suppers and Miners U FOR IR DUN OO IS8 N e 1 N e o | T cee | e oo PO D I
Bexcar Cavaray, -
41h voo foocfoue] wofeecfree] o foe fou] vee e Y * ee voe f seef ees | wie ] aee ) N O
PBENGAL INFANTHY,
i
tih ’ veo Joaefun feod] # v | vee s s JUORE PP (O b I PR »
th vos | o o] o ¢ ver "o ooe . Y "o ] o . . ee .
Lith FUURE UL SN DY YN PO (S 'S I wee | ose 1 oo | one N vee 1o e
1s8th UV PP AN PP RYTS XYY SUSE RIS EOT NN BNPPON “ee . v “on wor | oge 1] .. eee leas ae
Igth FOTEN EFH PPN NPT RS FPS NP CRY RURS B IS vee ves "es 1 I . .o wor e YT PO DY
29th U ETYE PN I JORN P JURR P POY vea, | eoe woo b oo Laee L aie | oes 1 l....
S4th ve droefeer] an]eas]een ¥S O I | . L o0 ees vee | ser | see . ve Jeoo]een
. 85th FRUUR PS PO SN FOON FRON SO OO0 L NS (RO . 11 .. .ot wee 1 aes | ee i ] ees PR PR P
4uthe veo | o] -+ I I [ 5 I 1 b wes PR RO 1] ... 2f. L. -
Totals RPN PYYY FRO) N PP (O PO PO S ORI ¢ 3 1 R | W 3] 1T1e |} 4]
~- ~ ——
Grand totals .. 4° iot
Totals of previous half-year 6 . 13
Increase 6
Dccrease 2
Aggregate  strength ... | Comsd. Officers ),u3u—Nou-Comsd, Officers 4,974—Sowars, Sepoys, &c, 3¥,219—~Total 44,213
. i
Percentage of punishments \ [ L0JET | *00LOFT i'uoounlb ‘ w0076 ‘ w00 Il "uoon 1'00)2 i...
i o .
o {4 Rewitted . e 0
I8 See usude for urugulum) 0
t ¢ A Remitted e 0
B Sct wide for mc"ulumy we Y

(Signed) G. C. IIATCII, Col,
Depy Judge Advocate General, Beagal Presy,

MEMORANDA.

Prisoners whose trials have heen st asile, but who huve been discharged by order of the Commauder-ia-Chief, are
reporied 1 this return iy the coluwn of * Disiissal,”

@

Cuses of Native Commissioned Officers.
None,
Cusex of Corpural Punishment.

“Sativ: Infantry oo 1 Scpoy fur quitting gannd,
) . .y dbrgineclul condnet.
1, 0 ueglect of duty when seany.
Tum) e 3 o :
- L e & T VS emady - oGl BATCH Col. P



154

_ _Pnomnmcs ror Noveuner 1872,
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APPENDIXS] cont’y

- No. 161. '
[No. 161.] Return of Punishments awarded by Summary Courls Martial under
the Indian Articles of War on Native Soldiers of the Bengal Army, during
the first half (1s¢t January to 30¢h June) 1872.
Dery. Junar AvvocaTe GrNL.'s OFFICE, SivLa, 16¢k October 1872.
" N
INVOLVING 1088 OF | NoT INVOLVING LOSS OF SERVICE.
o 5—.;: Mixko | Siuree
s || 28] i | St | Mcrian
4185 ket A lgonuent. |sonuenr) © 0%
~| 2 { 8 y - .
CORPS. EHE: gl |28 =1E
g o E"é‘ §. &l 4 g | g E
o :}"E g_g g o |98 |w M . ‘é
: E]
?gggégé’e’ﬁin-gégéé..%
o dele s ~ o ©
HEMM S I HERFIEI IE I T
Alelnl~jo [0S0 Ol 5 18leldlels& Sla
Sappers and Miners N O RS OV PR IR B T OV e B e N R IR R AR e
2nd Bengal Cavalry ol Thewdoelel bbb e P e o f e e L) o,
B
srd  ditto S U IV IO IETT I O (RSN (UURY IOUORS TSR (PVURE IPYORN YRR IO IS |
4th ditto (10 3 e | v 1 ot | cer | eue § ore o PPN ROV e EETTI e e !
sth  ditto JON TR (DO [P0V VR DU OO [DUOR) AN POORR O o B N RO OO IO
6th  ditwo b i e b Lo b U e Lo e o e ot
7th  ditto S BT 0l (0ol D e Bt Bt BN SRV DO DR IO IO Bt e
sth  dito PR (N TN (R [RORY [Ou DUURN RUVURE IOV TV FUE EUUR TR RN IR B TR R I
j0th  dito O IV IO O DU DR DU IO Mt ORI (DRSS SO DR IV IS Bl
j2th ditto . ) [ PVORN [PRLS SPOPRS (VRN NDUTON I (VU SRPCU RPOPR VIR N o I
s ditto OV I [ NPYPRN IRTUN RPOVRN RO ISURY UUNNY TUURN RRRCTU [PYPRN RPVPR BPUN o R e .
15th  ditto e fd e e ) U I oo IO D ol S
1cth  ditto IOV TR VRS IRYO SUOUS VU B SO TPV IOV IO DU IO B I IR
17th  ditto SO IR R R I B T e oo b 01
isth  dito o BT IO TSN IPUURE IO SO Shal SDUUE SOV IO SV IO IOOP I ) il IO
19th  ditto ol el e b e e e L e b
ond Bengul Infantry JORE NPV IRVUS ISSI SR RO ISR AR IUUUN INFOVGR IR VP RO R B (R -
3rd ditto e P T R T O . - . JS TUUR o IV il I o
4th  dito Jonl Y (O RO B B Il il T [NDOOR (OO RO IOt IR [ T (il IS
6th ° ditw AU I I IRTY I IOOR I R [P TERUT (VRN IO IDON WIS TR R IS
cih Jditto IOV IR IR IV ROVORR IR N IR TR I OO P ol b boe 2 bt
8th ditto w Lo oo 2y, 172 v ] e N 'R B R R
sth  ditto e A b JODSE SOOUEN EUURS IROR IR BN IR Bt
1Mth  divo JUUR SN (PTR IRTRY SOUOR BN AU AN DN (RPYORR [FTRN IR SRR JEPP Yo
13th  ditto OO ORS00 I O T B el A S N (P N R -
J4th ditto . 2 R R I . .--'. 3 R N o " 2 n- .
15th  ditto O R I I R ' D B 1. JUURS TR IV IUUVRN B IELTE B
1Fth ditto . I IR I 1 M BRaddN AR . R T IO 1. .
17th ditw " RS e . 3 e S VN Il I
18th ditto U I [PYPRE I U U R R AR G wlw ol “l' vee | von
1 th ditto Wl o] 1] R I - o ’ cee | ene
20“‘ ditto . e e el 1 1 .:: . N ase b . aes e "l. o -
21st  ditto OR Ioosl PO IOON S ol Tl IS el T T O OO e O N I .
22nd  difte wl et bt 1 el ; vee | s
23rd ditto JOU CHUN (OPRS IRV U P * 2 JUUE PR U AU A T A 11 ..
a4th ditto N DO IR R TN R O O T
ot dite C O o O S e ol et IR ool ORIt ol B B I B
w8:h ditto O IOV IRTT IRV ISR SN ey 1] o O P .
29h  ditto O I T PR S I ol D I
suth  ditto SO SO I (R I O TR IO T E oS N [
3t ditto o R N Y - 1 S R S A T B I O
gud  dino T N O T B . . R IR R
34th  ditto e | L N [ B I I IR B R I S TR
86th . diuo ] 1] 1{ e . N e Ol R N
Sath ditw OV SRR TYVOR VORI S I B A . . vee | b e
3:th ditto OO BT IO IR U N ' N
40th ditto JS U TR N 1] ... : - '
4ee ditwo e e e e T e PR B
421d  ditto R TS - - . cee
43rd . dito” ' [ R SRV R I ] e - seo faen b b 20 U T
" 44th ditta OO BRI SR YO . wor [ eee | ene o | e
esth ditwo IR B g Bl Bl B ER Il B e I I
1st Goorkha Regiment N [P I N A e R I N N
Srd ditro ' I I , I R
b ding 0% 00 W v I ol RS ol e B A
, ol DO O Y - Rt el —
Totals Wil 2L 3 1) 9 6 e YR TR
- g == ~ . J
Grand totals o 64¥ \ 531
. Totals of previous halt-yeur .., . 8i il - Y
lucrcase e . -
. Docrvnm' P 99 2 .
- Aggregate strsugth { Comsd, ",“'i::“? i.‘ﬂ:?;.sou-_()umd. Oileern 4,974 =Buwars, SCpoys, Kt 40,410 =
. S ot deasn. T 49,41
P I . A
. Percentuge of punishments . QuLE - ;
iige ’ Pm’ men : R uuu’li 200;6 l “00. 3 :'qwiair g i.m._.,,i 0044 {.WIQJ?“‘%
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0. 310.] Comparative Return of Punishments awarded by summary Courts Martial
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on Native Soldiers of the Bengal Army.

APPENDIX=7 cont°d

-

during the years 1869 and 1870, under the Indian Articles of TTar

Dery. JuncE ADvocATE GESL.’s OFFICE, SIMLA, the 2514 April 187 1. -

m—
INYLICTED. REMITTED. \ SET ASIDE FOR lRRI‘.Gl’LARITY.
I . ! . NoT INTOLVING
Ixvorvixg Discnangr. Nor INvorviNg Discuangrilsvorvive Discnarck. | NoT 1xvoLvinG DIsciarcr. {NVOLYING DIsCHARGE. T Dpenanor.
4 = ) ¥ < - = = o o o = < ] E
£ E £ s | 5] € T 5 § | § g £ £ €l ¢g
k] s £ £ E £ £ £ £ £ E £ £ .
- = = 1= = = <= 13 g L g < .
a o z z 5 5 o - Z = 5 A o = & g 2z ]
< £.| E £ £ ‘2 2 x| B £ £ £ 2 3 £ 'z = 3
- £e | = £ £ z g o 5| & £ = £l & - H Z & g g
€ F £s | = | E | 21 E O ICH I =t E | 3 g £ |€ T I B -
R4 {2 £ g = < = e | 28T 5 8 = 2 = = Z g = = ]
g E 2T £ &l 28| ¢ e lf5| & 81 Bl BB E |t I A -
3 Z £l & E 12| & k= g2 & s | & E | & K2 £ 3 E 0 E | &
& a2 |E=1 S S |1E &g | 2 g |& S Sl la&l= g |& S8 2|8 | R
i Totals of 1le year 1869 ] 22 30 78 6 19 18 29 24 3 1 s . . . ] . (4 1 1 2 1 2
!
!
[
i
» Totals of the year 1870 " 236 39 50 10 17 25 5 ) 1 ] 8 3 o oo 3 "
- aovons ——
Incresnse A S 1 -@ 4 o b 13 . - . . I S 3 v . . 24 .
i
. i i
) '
Decresss e e e | e e 8] . 2 . 4| . 3 R " e ] e o 1 1 2 2

(Signed)  G. €. HATCIL, Col,

Depy. Judge Adveecte Uenl, DBengal Army.

.
t

- '0L81 JO . -_ ,
Jro-jreY PUg 01 T0] TIPUY UT ATV OATITN OU1 TT SIUIWSTURG JO' SUINIOY
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Wo. 42, oot g e APVENDIX-) cant’d
: : gt ] I30. 42.—(Conld.) : A ;

. i3
= v i +
Re-organization of tiic NWacive Army i Tudix, ’ : ;—" —————— e S - -

Re-oreanization of the Native Army in Iandia.

(No. 42] | TN A - .
. | Tuble H.—Nualive Regiments un(lq His - ‘I",xccllcncik!hc Commander-in-Chicf in India. . :

i Z
i + ‘ 1 » - H 5 7
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Commanders-in-Chief of the Bengal Army, 1857-1895

From To
General Sir Colin Campbell, G.C.B., 13th Aug. 1857 4th June 1860
(afterwards Lord Clyde)
General Sir Hugh H, Rose, G.C.B. 4th June 1860 23rd March 1865
General Sir William R, Mansfield, 23rd March 1865 9th April 1870
K'C.B.'
General Lord Napier of Magdala, 9th April 1870 9th April 1876
GOCOB .' G.COSOI"
Genexral Sir F.F, Hainesg, K.C.RBR,, 10th April 1876 7¢h April 18el1
General Sir DM, Stewart, Bart., 7th April 1881 28th April 1885
G.C.B.,
General Sir F.,S, Roberts, Bart, 28th Nov 1885 7th Apri]l 1893
G.C.B.
¢G.C,s.I., V.C, now Lord Roéerts

General Sir Gecrge Stewart White, 8th April 1893 1895
K.COBO' vtc. )



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ApPP., Appen dix

Bn., Battalia

Carpt. Captain

Cav., Cavalry

Co., Company

Col., Colonel

C.0., Commanding Officer

C=inC Commander=in-Chief

Dept., - Department

G.0.C.C., General Orders of the
Commander-in-Chief

5.0.G.G,, General Orders of the Governor-General

H,E,, His Excellency

H.0.C., House of Commons

H.M,, Her Majesty

Inf., Infantry

J.US.I., Journal of the United Services
Institution of India

Mil., Milicery

Mil. Procis., Military Proceedings

N.I., Navive Infantry

P.P., Parliamentary Papers

Regt.,, Regimeént

Tpe., Troop
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