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CHAPTER.1
INTRODUCTION

A BRIEF REVIEW (F THE RELEVANT LYITERATURE
AND THE OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

Southgast Asia is a region characterized more by its
diversity than by its homogeneity. Its principal countries -
Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapora, Thailand and Vietnam include both insular and
mainland states. Historfcally, India and China have daeply
influenced different oivilizations of the regien, In the modem
times, all but Thailand have undergone some form of colonial
exparience, and paractically all wers occupied by Japan during
world wayr II. The prassures of iba past and pfasent'converge
on the region: today. ' o

Dﬂversﬁty of the gesography and influences of history have
rasulted in a mixture of races, languages, and cultures. This
mixture is not to be found only throughout the region, but is
visible within each of its countries. It, therefore, doss not
gcome as a suiprise that tﬁe region includes such a variety of
political systems.practising democracies, military regimas,
nations under cnesman leadership, écoommnnict state, one of the
worldts few remaining European e@lohies, anddin Islamic Sultanate -
nor théi each of these regimes has boen subject to stresses
and strains in the post world vwar II period. Bacause of this
diversity, variety and complexity, few scholars have been able

to or willing to generalize about the region as a whole.
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Because of its diversity and recent origins of much of
the social sciences literature on Southeast Asia, there are not
many good general studies dealing with the arsa éé a wholae,
Some disciplines, of course, have almost none, due to the very
nature of the subjsct, Anthropological studias, for example
are almost noneexistent, Sven whera attempts have been made by
other disciplines, they have produced studies encompossing more
than ene country, these perforce ars more often a series of
parellel description or unconnected random observations by one
or several authors dealing with a single subject, problem or
cluster of problems. Some of them, of qourse,fare quits
informative and useful; whers as some are pbt. Some of the
more recent and useful studies likely to be of value to the
topic under investigation have been revieved hera.

A number of available and recently published veolumes en
medem history deserve mention here. Banda and Bastin'sl
study provides an sxcellent brief introduction for ths beginning
student and a very clear and rgadable one-beok summary for the
interaested persan, A companion volume of sslected historical
readings, somewhat more extensive in historical scope, is
available in Banda and Larkin edited *'The World of Southeast
Asia' (New York 1967). WWith 4ts explanatory introductions and
careful organization, it might serve as interesting reading

for the concomed layman or supplementary reading for the more

1, Banda H.J. & Bastin J. : =
| Asip, Prantice Hall, 1969
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serious student, Thers are other genaral histories available
by Qell~reoogn1zad scholars, such as D.G.E, Hall, John F, Cady,
B. Harrisen and so on, Most of those are less specifically
oriented towards the modem period.

Geographical studies are avajlable in abundance but thay
tand to be parellel discriptions of man and his envirenment,
Most are falrly traditional &n organization, provide rather lass
interesting readings for all but the more professionally committaed
studant of geography. If the usefulnass of a geography book is
to be judged by its table of content and index as well as by the
comprahensiveness and accuracy, then Fishér'32 book measures up
wall on both standards, The;b are fow geographical facts that
roader will not bs able to f£ind in his book and it is an anjoyable
reading unlike many susch other taxts,

In the related fleld of ethnography the bast genaral study
is 1limited to mainland Southeast Asia, Nevertheless, the book
by LeBar and others.3 is an indispensible reference source for
all social scientists. It dramatically and beautifully illustrates
the fundamental d4versity of mainland Southesgst Asia.

In the field of politics, the volums edited by George M.
Kahin? stands out as one of the most useful genaoral studies

2, Fisher C.A. : Southeast Asias A Scoial, Economic ang’
1iticgl Geography, New York, 1966.

3. LeBar F.,M. et al : Ethnie Groups of Vainlgnd SOuthgasi ksig
New Haven Conn, 1964

4, Kahin, George M. : Government and Politics of Southeast Asia,
. New YOTk, 1%%3
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availabdle, though'lt adnittedly has defacts. As 1s the casé with
~many other volumes, it i3 really a series of parallel descriptions,
Qach:witb a pronounced histor1¢a1 biqs;;%nd there 1sfno'¢ompéna§t1ng,
""géheral‘ int roductfon or conclusion that 'a_t.iampt to point. out some

of the more striking parallels and déntra'sta. "!"he editof has done

a good job of ancouraging the individual authors Studylng different
countries, to address themselves to similar problems in a consistent
format,  In marked contrast to the detalled oeuntryaby-céuptry
presentation and the ré;uctanee of the editor to generalize, whlch'
together characteftze tbis collection, stands the b:&éfvpapen-back
by Pye.% Pya's book 1s realiy«only an @ssay on the subject, but
it'does serves as a gooed suﬁmary introduction for'tha inconing
student, and this was gppérantly what thé author ihtended it to be,

As pointed out earlier, not much anthropological or sociologie

cal work has been dcne about the region as a whola, although studies
about individual countries are availabls, Howaver, for the students
of area studies, Tilman6 edited book 1s an important contributioen,
‘Designed both for students in area studies and for others with an
fnterest in the region, Tilman's book has been skillfully orgenized
ground a nuzber of central problsmg, As edftor Tilman raises the
'questions about the very significance of the term tSoutheast Asia's
the five articles he has selected, 4in part one, deal with the
historical, cultural, political, and social dimensions of this

problem, 1In part two of the book, questions are raised about the

5. Pye, Lucial W, : Sguthegst ASia‘'s Politicgl Systams, Prantice.
Hall, Englewood Cliffs N.J. 1967.

6, Tilman Robert,0 : Man _State and §oeietx in_Contemporary

(ed.) Seutheast Asia, Prasger Publishers, New York/
- London, 1969,
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nature of 'traditional' and 'medem' values, their transmissicn,
interaction and conflict, .and about the process of social change
itself, The focus in this section 1s on the man in a changing
society., The articles of part thrae discuss the political 1deologies,
structures and leadership of the various Southeast Asian Statas. V
Thesa questions lead to an examination, 4n part four, of problems
of national integration and of the outlook for the development of
a Southesst Asian regional identity. It 1s in part five that
questions are ralsed about the social and cultural obstacles to
sconomic developmant and about the prospects for economic progress,
Only book desaling with different soclal systems of Socutheast
Agiag 1s edited by Murdock7, vhich 4s the result of a symposiunm
organised by Murdock in 1957 in Bangkok. 1In this velume two of
the sooial systems discussaed sre patrilinéal - the Bunun of Formosa
and Miao of China, two are matrilineal - the Ami of Formosa and
Mnong Gar of Vietnam. The other nine social systems, despite
striking individual differences, all belong to thae general type
. which has been variously called "ambilateral®, "bilateral®,
"gognhatic" and "nonunilineal”. Social structurs analysis over the
past gentury has besen concemed very largely with unilineal systems,
that 1s, thosa characterized predominantly by e!iher matrilineeal,
patrilineal or double descent is highly gratifying. In comperisen
social systems 15 vwhich unilineal descent either 1é absent or is

not the major organizing principle have received little attenticn,

7. Mardock G,P, (ed): Sgclal gtruc&ure in_Southeast Asia,

Wenner«Gren Foundation for Anthropolegical
Research Inc., New York, 1960.
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and precise knowledge of tha subjaset. Murdock has 4n his
introductory chapter analyzed and compared the nins-unilineal
social systems descrided in the book in relation to one another
and to comparable systems described else whers in the sthnographic
1literatura,

In the field of educatiog there are still fewer studies of
the region. Therse have beaen divergent influences on differant
countries and their educational systems bscause of diffsrent
colonial powers which govemad them., Since well researchad
studies of educational development in Southeast Asia are compara-
tively rare, therefore, a racent pudblication of Francis Wong Hoy
Kee® deserves careful consideration., The author seems to be
interested in connections betwesn sducation systems and aconomic
growth, social integration and political unity, and 1t is this
wider perspective which centributes a great deal to the book's
value. In the introductory chapter Wong provides a concise outline
of some major characteristics of the five countries selaectad for
comparative analysis s Indonesia, Thailand; Malaysia, the
Philippins and Singapors. The author then goes on to examine
briefly but effaectively the growth of education during the periods
of colonial rule, and the need to adapt to new developments after.
World War ITI. He further points out the slow rate of progress |

of formal education in many countries, particularly at the higher

8. Wong, Francis Hay kee : Comparative Studies ip Southeast
Agian Education, Heinemann Educational
500@%, Kuala Lumpur 1273.
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level. Attention 1s also drawn to a number of problems which
continue to sariously affect school systems in the region and
which hava also fmportant 4mplications for the wider society,
Educational wastage 1s one of them, The status of vocational
aducation, the high degree of centralization of educational
administration, and the rslationship betwean education and

economic developmsnt are amongst some of the other important

topics which are discussed. Wong furthaer examines the difficulties
often involved in f£inding senough finance to provide for increasing

enrollments 43 countries where sducational expenditure already
constitutes a major proportion of total national budget, and also0
the difficulties facing planners in attémpting to gear education
to promote eccnomic deavelopment and vocational skills in societies
where education is often too literary and academic with a
preponderance of anrollements in arts subjects,

Two other important books discussing the educational
problemé of developing societies and Southeast ASiagn countries
ara by Adam Curleg and M,S, Huqolo Curle admits the dependence
of development upon trained manpower, but suggests furthar
that it 1s the social structure as a whole of the under developed
countries which retards their growth. Its gross inqualities and

stratifications, which bury talent and smother initiative, will

9. Curle Adam : Educgtional Stratdgy for Developing Societies,
London 1963.

10. Huq M,S. s [REduecation Manpowar and Development in South
& Southeast Asia, Sterling, New Dslhi 1975.
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not be eradicated simply by training the right number of
doctors, enginasers, and sgronomists, This needs to be done
.and will undoubtly help the general situatioﬁ, but farther
steps must be taken at the same time 1f development i3 to
procead with the comprehensiveness and rapidity which is
necessary., He further submits that education dbroadly seem is
the most effactive means of altering the outlook of peoples
This, rather than the inculation of skills, is what is nesded
if the structure of society is to be medifsed,

- Huq's latest book suggests that sound educational planning
is possible only 4n the matrix of economic development and must
take Into account reliable data about manpower, requirsments
educational inputs-and outputs, enrollements, rates of return
from different sectors to the individual and society, wastage
in education ete, He further discusses the plan stratigias
for educatiocnal development, approaches to &ifferxent modsls,
economic growth and educatiocnal systems of Scuth and Southeast
Asia, He puts much faith 4n the use of non-formal education
in the developing countriaes,

Here a brief review of literature availadble on individual
countries of Southsast Asia will not bs out of place., These
countries can, however, bs grouped under (a) Mainland Southeast
Asia, and (b) Insular Southeast Asia. The countries of mainledd
Southeast Asia are Lgos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand and Burma.

In insular Southeast Asia ¢an bs grouped Singspore, Indonesia,
the Philippines and Malaysia. Although Malaysia is both mainland
and insular, but is grouped in the latter category, as is the

common practice.
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. Behind Charles‘Arnhainbault's ratﬁér unpratentious little
'The New Year Cersmony at Basak (South Léﬁs)*l; 1403 both a.
dramatic talo’with aspects of classic ﬂrégpdy and a superd
study of the use of ritual and a mythical‘éfmbols to express
alterations in social structure.and social'experience. Halpetn'slz
book 43 valueable for understanding the social Sases’of political
fragmentation, However, a more rsliable and better organized
book about the social 1life of Laoé 1§“LeBar and Sudaard;editeé
"Laos - Its people Its Society, Its Culture".la Although Cambodia
is receiving 1ncreasing attention in English language publications,
but there 1s still no prornsioa of materisl availabdle, |

Waendell Blaucharﬂ'314 tvo volumes provide an antering wedgé
into the 1life of people of Thailand, although both of thess tend
to be haaQﬁ on discription and 1ight on analysis., Some what mors
analysticali'better'integrated is D.Insor;é, Thailands A .
Political, Social and Economic Analysis, (New York 1963). Although
anthropological studies of Thailand are numerous today, several

monog raphs daserve particular mention. Harbert Phillipt's *'Thal
Peasant paraena11ty¢15 has sucgcessfully interwoven substantive

11, Archainbault C s The Now Yaar Coragmony at Basak (South Laos),
. Ithaca, Comell University, 1971.

12, Halpsm s Econgm d Society in Laosgs, New Haven,
Conn, 1964,

13, LeBar P.M, & Laos-Its People, Its Sgeclety, Its Culture
Suddard A.V,(Ed.):New Haven, Conn,1960.

14, Blanchard W, s Thailands Tts Paople, Its Society, Its
§§f§u§§,JNeV Havan, ﬂonn.ISBE
15, Phillips K, s Iggi Paasant Pérsenglitgg Barkely, Califore
. nia University Press, Se .
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material on the parscnality traits of central plain Thai
péasants with methodoloéical guidelines for further psychoe
-cultural research, The form;st authoriiy on the overseas
Chinese in Thailand is anthropologist G.W. Skinner. His
'Chinese Society 4n Thalland : An ﬁnalytical Historyf,1§

is precisely what the sublittle purports it to be. Studants

in the social seciences will probably f£4nd Skinner's"Leadérsﬁip
and Pover n the Chinese Community in Thailand! (Ithaca New York
1958)-somewbat more useful, This 1s a meticulously documented,
carefully analyzed, and cogently presented sociological and |
arithropological study of the Bangkak Chiness community, .

Although Burma has remained virtually, closed to Westem

scholarly research for the past dacade br so, considoradble
documentation is still available today. But it is mostly .
historical and military. Tﬁavezstudies of various aspects of the
. impact of religion'and customs of Burmese 1ife can be ocited,
‘¢n the macro-lavel ars two volumes of importance. First is
Doneld Smith's 'Religion and Polities in Bnrma'gl7 It provides
a solid, 1f somevhat formalistic account of the interaction .

of Buddhism and poiitics, both under the British and éftar
independence., WMore historical and éifficult; but reya:ding

in end is Sarkisyanzt!s tBuddist Backgroﬁnds'of the Buimese
Revolutiont.1® At the micro-laeval, Nash1® provides a fasinating

16. Skinners G,W, ; Chinasa Society in Thailand; An Analytical
Histogz, Ithaca, New York, 1957

17. Smith D.C.  : Raligion and_Politics in Burna, Prencatan,
» NJ. 1965 :

18, Sarkisyanz BE. : Buddist Bagkgrounds of the Burmese, Revolutlan,
. The Faque 1965.

iQ. .Nash, Manning : The Golden Road to Modernity~ Village 1ife
| in Contemporary Burma, New York, 1985

*
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vormts.ays view of social change in the villages of Upper
Burma and suggests some useful insights into s;milar problems
elsevhere, Finally, bacause of its impact on the field, attention
mst be directed to the study of Ednund Leach,X which has been
accopted as the standard work‘on Kachin social and'politlcal
organization, | | .'

About Malaysia and Singapors there 1is not much published‘
scholarly research in tha so¢ial sciences. A full study of
- 8ingapore politics was made by Thomas J. Bellowsz1 in 1968,
Maobougall's *Shared Burdan'22 provides an excellent study of
communalism $&n Malaysian polities, which goas far beyond the
usual institutional analysis., There is a paucity of good
anthropological and sociological writing on Malaysia, ihough
racent work by Robert Jay and Nash dare important, 'Newellzé
"Traachasrous River"zs is a féseinétlng and 1hformat1vé sﬁhdy'df
a Teochew (Chinese) village, despite the almost nonexistent

methodological frame work. Best work on Malaysia's Chinese

population has been done by Maurice Freaman®* and Purcell

20, Leach E, - ¢+ Political Systems of Highland Burmg,

London, 1954,
21, Bellows Thomas J.: The_Singgpore Party sttém; Ph.D. thesis:

Yale University, 1968,

22, MacDougall John A: Shared Burdan, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard
Univ. Fh,.D, Thesis 19685,

o3, Newell, William ; Treacherous River, Kuala Lumpur, 1962.

>4, Freoman M. 't Chiness Family and Marrigge in Singapo
: London, 1965.
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COmpendlum?s The best social history of medern Indonesia is by
Wertheim, & Gesrtz 1s parhaps the leading anthropologist
dealing with Indonesig. His 'The Religion of Java'27 has become
the definitive study Af the basic cleavages of Javanese Society.
Dagpite Intimate Philippines-Amsrican CBntacts, there
is not a wealth of social science material dealing with this
former colonial territory of U.S.A. However, mention may be made
of Bemstein's 'The Philippine Story'28 which 1s the best brief
historical introduction for the period upto the end of World
War 1¥. Some of the important social institutions of Philippine
have been discussed by John J. Carroll and others in 'Philippine
Institutionst. The topics covered ars the valune system, the
family, the aconomy, magic and religion, éducation, the mass
madia, politics and government. Gutbriezg'and his associates
have raported on tﬁeir research into "the psychological factors
of social change" to determine to what extent attitudes and values

are crucial in modemization.

25, Compendium P,

(1]

The Chinese in South Egst Asia, London,
1965. !

26, Vertheim W,F, H donesian Society in Tr ngition, The
Haque, 1956.

7. Geartz C, The Beligign of Javg, The Fres Press,
Glencoe 1I11.1960.

28, Bemstein David s The Philippine Story, New York 1947.

29, Guthrie Gaorge M.; The Psychology of Modernizaticn in the
o Bural Philippings. I.P.C. Papsr No.8,

Ateneo Ds Manila 1971.

*®
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From the preceding review of the relavant litaraturs
we find that the relationship batwaeen educat19n and social
stratification has mainly been pdrsumed eloﬁg‘two diftargnt lingss
(i) one line of enquiry‘has bean ground the hypothesis that |
stratification sarves to distribute educational opportunity
and accessibility unevenly reflecting the stratification of
.parental genaeration. Such hypothaesis explores the function of
educgtion gs g _soecigl institution, acting primarily to stablize
the clgss structure by allocating educationgl chances according
to family status, thus producing successive generations of high
status families with high education and low status families with
14ittle education.ao The purposs of any society, however, cannot
be meraely to stablize tha existing social structnre.‘ Another
purpose of sducetion, thereforas, become the transformation of the
occupational structure by developing the mass trainning of middle
and high status persons, Thus, consciously or not educatien
becomes an instrument of selecting, training and placing persons
in occupations higher than those of their parents. BEducation thus
becomas the institution most rslevant for social mobility. Thus
ancourages the students of sociology to pursue (ii) a second
hypothaesis about the relationship between education and stratifi-
cation that educational procass is the major mechanism of social
mobility. That is, education 1s considersd as a meshanism whereby

an ascribed status derived from family, class or race is convarted

30. Mekee J. Introduction to Sociolegy, Holt, Rinehart and
' Winston, New York, 1969. p.397.

31. Ibido H p.3970
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into an achieved status in the occupational sphere. In other
words, wa may say, that 4intraction between education and social
gtratiflcation has direot influence on social mobility,

We can further say that although education has always

besn clesely related to class, status and power, but since the o
n

tum of the century 4t has also bacome a part of aeccnomic foundations
of any society, which 1s a major avenus of social mobility - a
process of sselectively moving large numbers of ﬂeOple upward

in status in order to £111 the social positions created by the
rapid expansien of the middle class-as such status placemaht

becomes one of the significant social functions of education,

This aroused intersst amengst the socfologists, quite recently

to study the relationship between education and social stratifica-
tion and social mobility. |

Qbjective of the Study

The above review shows that not much sooiologicdl'inQestio‘
gatioﬁs have been made in this field in Southeast Asia, The
prasent. study, therefore, makes an attempt to examine in a more
systematic order the effaect of aedncation on social stratification
with reference to some of tha countries of tﬁe Southeast Asian
" region namely; Burma, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand
And simultaneously an attempt has been made to.examine whether
there 1s any possibility to envolve a unifled system of aeducation
in this region of cultural diversification. This typs of study

seems to be relevant becauss in a modernizing society education

is the main factor of achisvement basis of social mobality and
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"equ'ant'y. Gore and, Chitnis have also supported this view that
| ....the ideal of equality of opportunity, and thé faot that 1n
a modem1 zing- society 'achievement should be the prinoipal factor.'
.in the salection of the elite' .~ and on the asumptign that |
education 1s an important 1ndex of achfevement . tha analysis
of relationship betWeen stratification and education bacomes
sxtremely 1mportant 0" ,
| This study 13 based on the data collected from differant
secuondary sources which have not fully been utilized by the |
1literature incorporated in the above review, ?he,éourcas ve
have used here to examine'the role of education on‘sociai strati.
fication are 3 various UNESCO Reports, govemmant records and
census raports of different countries and other published

material,

32, Gore and Chitnis S ¢ "Soclology and Educaticnal Ressarch
A in Gore (ed.)" Ths _Soclology of

%ﬂn%aum_m.lm NCERT, New Delhi
975, p.3A.



CHAPTER-Y
SOCTAL STRATIFICATICN IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

The Southeast Asian world has an area of about 1,5 millionA
Square miles, almost evenly divided between the mainland and the
fringing 1slands with a pOpulatipn of: over 220 millions.l* This :

is an important area bacause of its resource endowmant an& a major
source of tropical raw materials, that is, rood,stuff and 4ndus.
tr1a140r0p34 such as rubber and fibges. This is psrhapg-.the only
major trépical area which enjoys a high degréé?of acceribility
and early integration of most of the araa into a commercial and
then colonial empbgres of the Westem powers,

The high degree of accessibility of the area, partiocularly
tbréugb seay 1ts location betwsen Indla and China - two great
culture~.worlds; 1ts pioneer fringe rols in relation to the
densly settled lands of eastern and southem Asia . all these
things have encouraged what Dobby has described as “a constaﬁt
convargence" of people on these South.eastem fringes of Asia,
The result is a graat diQersiiy of pebple.z It 1s because of
this factor that we f£ind cultural diversity in terms of raéial,
linguistic and religidus differences. We are aware of the fact
that Hinduism and Buddhism diffused widely throughout this
region during the phase of Indisnization 1s the early centuries
of Christian era. The Chinese religion spread south into
Vietnamese lands during the long pariod of Chinase control and

1. e Far East and Augtralagia 1974, London, 1974, p.377
2. lb go H p.378.
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~ 1oft a lasting imprint on the social and'political systems of

thfs area. During the middle.ages, YIslam reached the areé from
Indta and spread to Malaya and Indonesia by displacing Hinduism,
‘In the racent times, both Buddhism and Islam have shown themselves
to be factors of considerable political importance in this part

of the world,

The most striking featura of the last dscade or so of
development in Sontheast Asia has baan growing polarization of
various religious groups. Thers has also baan a steadily increasing
geographical polarization because of widening disparities Setwéen
the cities and the enclave aconomies on-dna hand, and the rural
hinterland on the other. There has been increasing. social
polarization also which has widened the gap betwaen an affluent
city-dwelling mincrity and tha rural masses, Thers has also been
groving cultural polarization betwaen Wastern educated and Westem
oriented elitas and'illiterate traditional masses.?

Hovaevey, ingpite of cultural diversity thers are four main
factors responsible for the unity of Southeast Asia: (a) homogeneity
of race modified by different admixtures of Negrite, Indonesian,
and Mongal blood according to the timé and place of migration and
by geographical isolation in forasts; (b) one language family,
modified by the same cdndltiéns and by acceptance of Hinduism and
Islam on the coasts; (c) one identical body of primitive beliefs

brought down from Cantral Asia vhere Babylonian Infiuance had

3., .Ibid. : p.383
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introduced cultural features asxharuspicy,'a good-king, respect
for number seven (7), the incantation, the pyramid and so on; and
(d) one material culture.4 Moreovar, the people of Southesast Asia
are, inspite of the different racial strains among them, remarkably

homogonous, Whersas there is an obvious gulf betweaen the

Melanegsians of New Guinea and the peoples of Indonesia, Southeast
Asians generally give the impression of being of commen stock,
The socio-economic, geographical and cultural polarizutions.
indicate that the Southeast Asian world is a highly diversified
and socially stratified region. Social stratification, in its
most general sense, rofers to the fact that both individuals and
groups of individuals are ccneeived of as consisting higher and
lowar diffeorantial strata, oxr classes, in terms ofiéoma specifie
| or genaralized charactatigtfé§”§r sat of characteristics, |
It is a commen fact that the amount of knowledge that
individuals have acquired, eithar formally, through education,
or informally, affects the way in which thay behava, As a result
", of differential amounts énd types of education and other 1earn£ng
exporiences, the amount of knowledge 1s diffrentially distributed
eand may be concieved of as forming a stratified structure among
the individuals in a socisty. It 1s in this light that we have to
seg tha system of stratificétion in some of‘the countries of

- Southeast Asia,

4, Purcell, Victor s The Revolutions of Southeast Asla,
‘Thames and Hudsen, London 1962, p.18.
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The system of social. stratification in the 19th century
Southexn Asia was strongly 1nr1uenced by both the oonqneat of mbst :

of tbe SOutheast Asia under 1mper1alsst expansion and the Spread
of a plantation pattern of social organization. To begin with

_1ater: where plantations ware started in virgin or néarlyfvirginf
areas, there vas a clear organizational principle. The management
"and staff were whites; Lthe labourers brought from othar places vere
Asians, . .

A plantation vas a harst frontiar soccisty, with‘rigrous

digoipline and a rigid code of behgvioht aimed at maintaining the
social prestige of the white managerial group, The labourers worked
under a system of indentured labour and were not free to quit

or to 1eave the plantation.‘ Both the planters and the coolies‘
considexed their stay at the plantatlon.temporary and drgamag of

quickly accumulating enough money to retum home as volleto-do men,
Some of the workers dbre thrifty enough to send regularly part of
their samings home, and there were evan quite a faow who managed

to astablish themselves as indepandsnt traders in the colony and
make good in suciety. But for the great majority, there was ne |
altemative after the expiry of the contract but to sign for another
term. For the great majority of the labouraers many of whom had

been cheated into signing a contract, working on a plantation
meant life-long bondage, made even harsher by nearly exclusively‘
male composition of the fronter society. '

In later years, a large number of female labourérs ware

. employad, Consequently, a kind of normalization accured in the
f rantder society, and particularly during the rubber boom of 1920's,
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The indentured system cams under strong criticism by the homa,
press and political parties,. But thae aessential traits of the
plantation society we ro nevarthéless preserved, .

In areas 1ike Java and the Philippines where plantations
were established amidst a settled population, the new institution
had to be geared to traditional patternsvof'the surrounding rural
socisty. The plantation management in Java to a cerzaln extent,
assumaed the patemalistic ways of the native aristooracy and vied
these in styles of living end forms of lsisure, even after the
system of bounded labour had been replaced by one of fras, paid
labour, In the Philippines ths cultivation of commercial ¢rops
was in the hands of t*caciques', the mixed offspring of the former
Malaya chiefs, who used their social prestige to extract the
roquired amount of work from their tenant.farmers, kept in peonage
under the share cropoing system. Thus the plantation management
combined the characteristics of modern enterprise with the ways
of‘a landed gentry. In the Philippines the ‘caciques' was at the
' game time land-lord and magistrate,

The plantation socisty set a model for colonial society
in its totality. The white colonizers supsrimposed thamselves
as a ruling casts upon the Southeast Asian social body. Thaeir
status .was based on aseription, Their dominant position was
derived from thelr white ancestry. Thair supermacy in military
and political matters, as well as, in education, technical and
administrative matters had besn attained. The 19th century

colonial society was moulded on racial principles s belonging to
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the dominant white upper caste provided one with the prestige

and power largely independsnt of cne's personal oapabllitieé. A
striet ritual was introduced and maintained, by force when
necessary, to preserve the white caste from contacts with Asiatics
to maintain the former!s prastige as a dominant group,

Raymond Kennedy, who ﬁas probably the first to analyze
colonial socliety as sueh in sociological tarms, correctly points
out to the great differences in colonial pattesrmns correspondings
to specific views and attitudes of the coloniZiﬁg pover. He indlca.
tes such national pseullarities as the British colonial code, Which
"draws the most rigid colour line of‘all.....-The antire social
ritual of the colonies symbolizas the separateness of rulers and
ruled, No vwhere in the colonisl world are the ‘lines of caste drawn
more rigidly in clubs, restdential areas, places of pudblic accommo-
dation, snd informal cliques., Now _hers is the taboo on the inter -
‘marriage stronger and the penalty for infraction more drastic“.s
. The Dutéh suffered less from preconceptions of racial superiority
and inferiority than the British and vwere mors liberal in their
attitude toward deviations frbm,tﬁe-colonial code of caste, Social
relations betwaen the natives and white were by no means free and
equal, but by comparison with the British colenies, the Dutch East
Indies appeared as a zone of exceptional racial tolarance. The
policy of the French resembled that of the Duteh in its "relative

£ readom from racial prejudices".6 The French ideal of carrying

5., Kennady, R. :1'The Colonial Crisis 1nthe Future' in Ralph Linton
. (ed.) The Sciencs of Mgg in World Crisis, New York
1945, p,320.
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thetr civilization to the colenial peoples, morsover, led them
to an attitude of acoepting atleast socially those few among the
Asian who had fully assimilatad French cultuyre,
~ The Spanish colonizers in the Philippines 4fd not suffer
from strong racial prejudices, The Christianization of the
Filipines had furthered inter.marriages, from which sprung not only
the dominant land-owning group of ‘caciques' but also an urban
and educated intarmediary class of light-coloured Filipons, But
on the other hand, the Americans "maintained a rather strict golour
line s ths Philipptnes."7
Still despite all such 4iffersnces the ganeral patte:n vas
clearly set,  However, different the.wéy'tbe'oologr l4ine drawn,
the fact rem§1n§ that 4n each instance of colonizétion,it oxisted,
‘Social reality in the different colonies was, méreovér,,often
less vérléd‘than,formal policies would suggest. The grading of
social prestige according to skin and oolou} and othar characteristics
pointing to one's affiliation with efther racial group was to ba
found in most of the ocolonies, regardless of whether the Europeans
wara included among the EBuropsan group or»relegated to the position
of Asiatics, The.Specigltzation by Eurasions in 6ierioa1 oY Super-
visoryvfgnctigns, which commended a eertain social éréstige as
symbéls of emancipation from menial tasﬁs and famiiiarity with the
1anguage of the colonizing people, was typical notkonly in the Dutch
colony and Philippines, but in British dependenciss as well,®

7. JIbid. : p.332

8. Koop, John C: The Burasion Pogulation in Burma, Yals Universtty,
New Haven, 1960. p.20,48.
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And even in independant Thailand»the whites aspeoiélly undey
the unequal-treaties, achieved a status - as foreign advisors,
firmjmanagers,,or missibnaries-- that was not aven vary d1fferant .
£rom their position 15 a géloniél cbuntiy;' The main difference |
from. the colonies appeafs.to be that ihe tadvisors' 4n fact,
administrators were ohosen from seVeral countries.

~on the other hand, even in the colonial countries the Westemn -
autherities could not dispense with the traditional Southeast Asian
éocaai structure, Even though the 'natives* were formally classified
as an inferior caste, the ‘traditional aristcoracy of those who were
helevated by the colonial govemment to an equivalent position
received previleged treatment and to a cortain extent.were also
accepted socially bdby the representatives of the,colonial dbpér oaste.' 
It wag also their off-spring who, by enjoying ﬁétter educational
facilitias, could aspire to positions otherwise reserved for membars

of the dominant caste, This was especially the case in those areas

‘whera a certain amount of indirect rule was maiﬁtainqd during the
colonial period. Again, Thalland eliffers not in kind but rather
in degree.

| For the rest, until the end of 19th century the'séciai

- differentiation brought about by colenial exploitation was limited
1hdeed. Educationial facilities for the mass of population remained
| veri restrgcted; only after 1900 was a somewhat mors liberal
education policy adopted, the Americans in the Philippines leeding
the way in this respect. The sprsad of moneyveconomy‘into the
country side created some new types of workers, such as tailoré,
mechanics, cart-drivers atc. Plantations under a westem management
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and railway transport also required technioally trained or
supervisory personnel, The expanding towns opened opportunities

'for these %ho mainly £ rom ggraotical experience and witbout benerit :
of school,treining succeded in learning a trade or skill.

Sohoblﬁteaohers andvpeople in lewer clarical jobs wers also
able to rise above the leval of the rural and erben masses, But
a peculiarity of most countrises of Southaast asia under colonial
rule 13 that ubto'the end of nineteanth i-illiicentury therea was
hardly a native intermediate layer between the white upper caste,
assisted by the aristocraocy, and thae uneduoated rural masses. Not
only were a large portion of the clerical Jobs fi1lled up by non=-
nativaes but alse the intermediate economic.level people working in
trades and orafts - were largly occupied by groups coming rrem
outside tha Southeast Asian ereq: Chinesa and indﬁens, the latter
group mostly in Burma and Malaya, the former all over the area,
"including indepsndent Thailand,

The sotial structures of Southsast Asian communities
presented a picture of elaborate pyramids of authority, where
individuals had their place within a group, and the status of all
groups in the society as a whols was carefully ee:1ned‘ The position
of ani one class in these settings varied from codhtry to country.
The degree of individual mobility from class to class was another
variant, and ethioal justifications for this structure also differed,
More important, however, is the fact that fixed gradations of class
rank were established and‘retained in each society‘for enormously

long periods of tims, without undergoing radical changes of devasting
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ISocial upheAVals. In general, a close correlation exigted betvwean
-8conomic well dbeing and high soelal position at all levels, with
| alliances among ruling groups quite common. The peasantry formed
the wide base of this structure even when (éb in Japan) 1t was
nominally superior to another group (the msrchants), Farmers ware
normally kept under strict rule, had to pay higher taxas, and had
a very miserable lifa, Their condition vas tempered only by
cortain customary restraints and the fact that axcessive exploitation
would lead to desperation and reballion.® Although there were
many uprisings among the psasants such as in China, ths social
orders still survived in the region., This social stability, in faot,
survived many feudal wars, st:uggles,”and'invasions‘déwn to modem
times. | ”

In sum, ethical, political and economic aspects of Asia’s

culturs were 6losely interdepsndent supports of a particular type
of social order. The result of this interralationship was that

ehanges at one place had repercussion in other arsas, thus setting
off a chain reaction of doubt, cripiéism, and further changs that
eventually engulfad the entire social ordey,

After discussing the social stratification system of Southeast
_Asian countries in general, it ﬁiii not be out of p}ace to briefly'
look into the social organization and soclal stratification in the

selected countriss of the raglbn. Bacauss of the 1nf1uence of
‘different colonial powers, on Burma,Indonesia, Malays!a, the

Phillppines and Tbailand, they have been selected for the purpose.

" 9+ Graene, Fred 3 The Far past, Rinohart and Co.y New York, p.9.
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gg;gg‘ Traditfonally Burma haa been e nation of villagea. kighty i
?ﬂperoent of 1ts estimatod population of 26 million aru vlllagers.,""
.-BeOause of the numerical doiinance and because most oityadwellers
are only a few generations away from village 1iving, the gentle

but tenancious life pattem of the village lies across even the
cities, It is a zelativdl§ homogeneous and unstratified socolety.
Tbe basic social unit in Burma is the family, The oouhtf}t;
history would show that it always has been a nuclear family. The
‘Burmese word for marriags, 8in.daung.pyy means to set up a house,
Eash yogng'couple astablish.their own home, they will raise their
| ovn children, But a reverence for all elders and a partiocular
reverance for parents is a part of this culture; the indepandent
household is not detached in love or filial auty.3® Nash points
out that the family and houséholds of Nondwins of Upper Burma are
- d1vided into three types: (a) the conjugal family; (b) the extended
family; and (o) the joint conjugal family......l! The three types
do not hovever, obscure the underlying dynamic of family and
house hold formation: that s, the drive for each married pair to
set up its own compound as the jural superior, | '
The familial unit rests on joint, common ownership or eonttoi
of some kind of rbai property. At leést, it must posseés the
compound and house in which 1t lives, Possession of agricultural

~ 1and is the basis for the aextended or joint conjugal family,

10, Bixter, Norman : Bugrma - A Prgfile Pall « Mall Pnass,
: London’ 1971. ppo 15?‘68.

11, Nash, Manning ¢ The Golden Read to Modemiggtion, New York,
1965, p.44.
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It is the ownership of agricultural land that provides the
materiel base for a familiel unit, The prichsr familiss tend

to be the extended families; whereas the poer families tend to ba
simple conjugal families,

Cn the basis of agricultural land, which balongs to the
head of the household, but under inheritance rights belongs to
all male and female members, a common agriocultural and domestie
sconomy oparates. Cooperative fileld labour exists among msn and

women of the household, and domaestic tasks are shared among the

12
woman,

The family 4s extended through the female link, The mothsr.
daughter vole 1s the 'keystone' role of Burmese familial life as
the role of the mother is considered moro stable and houss-oriented
and the girl leams how to become a woman mainly from her mother,
The mother 1s the stable, sure continuing figure in the housshold,
The concept of pon (sanse of glory, a religious essence, 1is
limited mostly to men), power and glory, enters into the domestic

relations. Pon places men in a higher spritual state than women,
In daily 11fe, the role of the women 4s remarkably coordinated
with that of man. Men, however, are aconomically destined to be

self-supporting, and expacted to head households and to attain

jural separateness and autonomy.13 In Burma, family rests on role

12, Ibid. p.48
13, 7Ibiag. pp.51~53
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substitutability in many recurrent and significant aspscts, which
in turn rests on the feature of unitary command within the household.
The senior motherafather pair are at the top of the familial

organization.14

To sum up wa can say in Burma one seeg a family structure
resting on kinship and svcial organization, living on its own
territory, having real assets, demanding role substitutdability,
economic cooperation, and working under a unitary systems of
authority, The strongst, perduring bond is that of mother-daughter,
It may tum out, on further analysis of othar Southeast ASian
societies, that the mother-daughter relationship provides the
stable element in the familial organizations as it does here,

Discussing the Kachin social structurs of Highland Burma,

15

Leach™” points opé that in theory rank depends strictly upon

birth status; all legal rules are framed ag if the hierarchy of

aristocrates, commoners and slaves had a caste-like rigidty and

exclusiveness.

In the pre«British days a very high proportion of the total
population vere c¢lassed as mayam (slaves). Since British disapproved
the institution of slavery, so they supressed the institution of
mayam. The chief or village headman owned all slaves, The status

16
of slave was like that of an adopted son or poor doma, Formal

4. Ibid., p.54.

15. Leach, Edward R, : Political Systems of Highland Burma; A

study of Kachin Social Structure, Bell
1964, pp.189-72.

16. Neufville, J.B. : On the Geography of Population Assam,
Assam Res, Vol,16 (1828) p,240, quoted by
Leach, op.cit.
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rules about the payment of hpaga (trade, ritual wsalth object)....
usually differentiate only classes, namely the chief (du); the
free-born commoner (darat); and the slaves (mayam).17

In theory Kachin class difference has attributes of caste
that is tov say it is a ritual distinction. But inpractice it would
appear to be2qually possibly to gain status. An indfvidual, if he
wishes to be recognized as of high birth must strive not simply
for personal recognition, but for the recogn!tioq@f his whole
lineage. "sually this 1s not vary difficult. Most of commoner

lineages can claim some sort of aristocratic ccnnection, and in all

such cases thera is room for manoeuver and social 1mprovement.18
Although in theory class hierarchyxgépposed to be rigid

like Indian caste-system, but in fact it is not. Social climbing
is possible through a dual process. Praestige 1s first acquired by
an individual by levishness in fulfilliing ritual obligations. This
prestige in then converted into recvgnized status by validating
retrospectively the rank of the individual's lineage. The last

is largely a matter of manioulating thre geneaiogical tradition,

n
Indonegsia: Unity in divers‘ty is the official motto of the Indonesia

Republic. Indonesian gecgraphy makss for diversity-numerous
large and small islands. A second cause of diversity may be

found in the ethniec f1leld. It is not primarily a diversity

17, Leach, Bdward R., ep.cit.
18. Leach, Rdward R., op.cit.
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in a racial sense, Though other racial elements are desearnible

ameng some of the Indonesian tribes, the Malayan elemaent is

strongly domlnant.19

Apart from the natural geography and race,
however, there were still other factors making for diversity.
The Impact of human technology has led, during a process of
canturies, to a number of strongly differing kinds ef civilizatien,
For example, (a) Irrigated rice areas of Central and East Javaj
(b) Harbour principalitiss along the Coasts of Java; and (o)
Shifting cultivation of Western Java and Batavia,

On the other hand, the culture of the early Indcnesia
presanted a basic similarity in more than one respects, Thers
vere common cultural tralts., With respect to customary law
(ADAT Law) most peoples in Indonesia presented a kindred pattern,
vhereas from a linguistic point of view all Indonesian languagas,
except a few of minor inm-ortance, equally belcng to the same
family, 2 For all the apparent differences, the diffarant
societies vare largely based on tradition., The social functions
within the village were fulfilled according to traditions.
Tradition, too, determin:d each persons status within the social
hierarchy,

This traditional way of life was ths common characteristic
of agarian communities in early Indoensia, but it also included
the princely and urban snoheres as well, Cne of the salient
foaturas of ths Indonesian history is that the numerous changses
within higher social strata did not appreciably affect the total
structure of the society. Psasants gaeneral way of 11fe did not

change much. The imperial or feudal super-structure remained

: P.S.
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21
only a loosely built adifice on a solid base of peasant life,

Thus, the two concepts of diversity and unity, were not only
characteristic of the internal situation in the archipelage; they
could also serve as a typification of the relationships betwsen
early Indonesian and surrounding Asian world.

It 9s not possible to speak of a single uriginal Indonesian
status system, There are sharp divergencies according to whether
the community s organizad prsdominantly on a ganealogical or
a territorial basis. The former type is mostly associated with
ladgng cultivation, while the latter is found chiefly ameng peoples
practising agriculture on irrigated rice fields,

Within the Javanese desa, a persen's sovcial standing wvas
connacted particularly with his relatiunship to land. At the top
was the nuclear villager-who owned farm land, compound and house,
The man who owned no land but only a compound and house fall inte
trhe second rankx. One who possessed only a houss in another mant's
compound was classed in still lowvwer catsgory. In the lowest
category of all we find those who shared another man's dwelling.22

Above ths village communities were the principalities, bound
togoether by pnrincely authority. There was a big social gap betwaean
the nobla familitas and the common man. There was also a slave
class, usually small in numbers, on which the ordinary f reeman

could, in his turn, lookdown.

21. !big H D-G.
22, ter Harr, B, : Adat Law_in_Indonesia, New York, 1948. p.71 ff.
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During the 17th and 18th centuries a new status system had
grown up in the enclaves controlled by the East India Cempany,
vhich differed subsequently from the ¢1d Indenesian pattem. In
Botovia, the Dutch employers of the Company formed the upper most
social laysr; belew them came the free citizens, a~ong whom the
Christians occupied the mpst priviligad positions; after these cams
the Chinsgse; and the Indonasian pooulation, a largs nurber of them
slaves, formed the lowast layer.23 About 1850 the colonial stratie
fication based on race had assumed a fixed form in Java, which
was reflected in the laws, Howaever, among the *Inlanders' a great
part of the original status system was preserved. Colonial strati.
fication based on racs swas marely superimposed on the original
Indonesian class system. Finally, mention should be made of a
third social stratum besides the Europeans and Inlanders, namely
the foreign orientals, composed of the Chinase and the Arbas; they
occupied an intermediate position betwasn the Surcpeans and
Indonesians. In Java they formed, in the main, a middle class of
independant merchants and artisans,

Sems nationalists had expscted posteravolutienary Indonesia
to be a complately class less society, as their ware ne large
landowners in the country and until a few ysars ago, there were ne
indigenous businassmen of substantial means. Psrhaps this absence
of landlords and capitalists, they thought, provided the framework
for a socisty frese from all class distinctions., Economic consider-

ations, however, cannot be ccnsidered as the eonly basis for svcial

23, de Haan, F. 3 gud Botovig (0l1d Botovia) Bondung, 1935, p.3#9

24, Wertheim, W.,F, : Op.cit. p,140.
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stratificatien. Indonesia, like evary other sociaty, has always
had its elites. Now the detarminant of social status is no longer
birth or family background but pesition in the new powar structure =
not who one is but what one does.25

The Javanese thamsglves distinguish two primary social groups:
(1) the prijajl - the mambers of the adrinistrative bursauoracy and
(11) the wong tjitig (little pacple) - censisting of the graat mass
of the peasants and the lower strata of the urban population.
In additien to thasae thay rsecognize a third level, relatively small
in size but prestigeful: the ndara or nobility. Distinct from
this herizontal stratification thers exists a varticle classificatioen
of Javaness suvcisty based on degrse of participation in Islam,
distinguising (1) the wong abangan - who do not regulate their
lives according to thre basic prineiplas of Islam, and (2) the

8gntry . whe follow thaese principlas seriously.28 Although the
criterion of diffaerentiation i1s the degree of participation in
Islam, tha two groups can certainly be regarded as twe subcultures
with contrasting werld views, values, and orientatiens within
Javanese culture as a whole.

In Indonesian, income is not a crucial differentiating
criterion. For example, the four principal stratified groups -
Weng Tjitig, santri, prijajl and ndera - ars differentiated
more sharply by cultural differances than by wealth distinctions,

The extension of educational facilitises and growing urbanization

25. Mintz, Jeanne : Indonesia - A Profile, The Asia Library,
LOndon, 1961’ p. 105.

%6, Koentjaraningrat, R.M, : *'The Javanese of South Central Java'
in “urdock (ed.) Social structurs in
Southeast Asia, New York, 1960, p.89.
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are contributing towards upward mobility on all levels of

Javanese society.

Malaysia : The Malaysians of Malya are part of the Malaysian

world which contains about one hundred mililen persons. In languags
ganeral culture, and increasingly in political fdentity the
Valaysian world - Malaya, Indonasia and the Philippines - raepresent
a symbol to which Malaysians in Malaya can, and increasfingly do,
attach strong value. The Muslim religion is an especially binding
factor,

The expectations to this homogeneity, howaver, are important
to bear directlyfupon the Malaysian social organization, First,
the large urban centurss of Western Malaysia, are not a part of
thd Malaysian world. Thase are the domain of tha Chinese, the
Indians, and the Ruropeans., Second, in the state of Negri Sembilan
and some of the adjoining territory the nature of Malaysian social
organization is such as to praclude the easy adoption of new commu.
nity members. With these exceptions, the peninsula is a common
Malaya domain.27 Although there is 1ittle internal migration of

the Malaysians within the country, substantial homogeneity exists
vithin the psninsula.

Like the peasant 1ifa in other part of Southeast Asia, the
Malaysians of Malaya are most meaningful'y organized at the
Kampong leval. This Karpong provides the “alaysians witt his
prinary group, Cemmunal affort is an important part of Kampong

life. Tyvical activities affected by this are tre establishment

27. Ginesberg, N, and : Malaya, University of Wasington Prass,
RObenS’ C.F. geattle 1958, p02160 ‘
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and improvement of certain terms of "community capital”, such
as sehools, roads, dams, and drainage channels. The control of
water is of spsacial importance because of wet-rics cultivation.
Commungl labour is also of significance in the davelopment of new

rice lands. The face-to-face ralationshins in the Karpong primary
group are reinforcsd by common participation in important life-
cycls caremeniss and in partic!pation in the annual sacrad days
(Ramjan) of the Muglim religien. |

Most of the rural Malaysians are organized in cooparate

units of greater or less cohesion. On the one extrems may be
placed cartain matrilineglly organized groups in less developed
areas of Negr!l Sembilan, at tha other extrame are bilaterally
organizedy Malaysians l1iving near some large touns of VWestern
Malaya. For the ninty percent of the Malaysians who are not
organizad gaterilinsally, the significant corporate grouping
tends to the based uoon Kavpong and neighbourh.od rather than
kinship. The kinship system of the large majority of the
Malaysians is bilataral and is thus more in line with the general
charactaeristics of prafsrred Muslim socisgl organizat.iorx.28

The extended farily, which usually, includes three 1iwing
generations, is the most inclusive bilateral kinship unit.
Bayond the extended family 4s the Kaum (circle of relatives),
which operates ds an aporently diffused but generally supportive

manneye.

280 ll)_’_._g H D.218
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Malaysian socisty on the psninsula 4s characterized by both a
traditional, essential’y political, class structure and an
emargant, esssentialy socio~-economic, class structure correspending
to that of western sociaty. Traditionally class differantiation
exists between the Malay aristocracy and trhe commeners. There is
still a strong interest and feeling of luyality among the commoners
for the Sultan of the State. There are cartain marriage restrictions
within the aristocracy; as it 1s not preferrsd that wemen should
marry beneath their class. There is a similar convention for the
Sultan of a State in his first znarriage.29

Of greater importanca thran this customary stratification is
the class structure which is evolving from the gradual integratien
of greater number of Malaysians into the increasingly variegated
national fabric of Malaya. Under the tutelage of the British
the Malaysian have been drawn into a larpe variaety of occupations
and roles which set many of them apart from the rural Malaysian

30

scenes Thase new occupations and roles have bsen associated with

govemanent serviece, This has resulted in changing relaticnships

with not only other Malaysians, but other ethnic groups in the

country as well,

31

Taylor ~ has used the term "Kampong Clagsg" with reference to

the majority rural Malaysians. The socio-aconomic differentiation

29, Winstedt : The Malays, New York, pp,50-52.
30, Ginsberg & Robarts : op.cit, 225.

31. Taylor, B.N. : "Malaya Family Lavw' in Journal of the Malayan
Brangh of the Royal Asiatic soclety, May 1937,

Peo.
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generally used in the analysis of social stratification would
Justify them, The social structure of rural Malaysian society
tends to Aifferentiate Malaysians in the Kampongs from these in
more urbanized situations, on estate, or in road labour craw,

Hovever, within the Kampong clpss itself there is increasing
gtratification as the leaders bacome involved in the administrative
functions of fukim and district government, The feeling is that
the real issues of the Kapongs are being neglected in the interast
of personal advancamaent on the part of officers.32

In the towns tha stratification of socisty would appear to
ba occuring at a mere rapid rate than in the mral areas. This
is not unaexpected since the number and variety of opportunities is
much gragter in towns., In tha social survey of Singapore in 1947
there was evidence of subgtantial stratification and role

differentiation particularly related to aconomnic activities.sa

The Philippines: To begin with prs.Spanist Philippines suvciety

ve know it was clearly stratified. According to Lynch34 the strata

32, Gamba, Charles : 'Rural Develupment in Malaya', Zastem World,
May 1952, DD. m-zlo

33, Daptt. of Social : A_Social Survey of Singapore, G.H,Kiat and
Welfare Singapore Co. Singapors.

34, Lynch, Frank : Trend Report in Studies in 8001%1 Stratifi.
cation_grid_Soc Mobll in the ippine

nstitute o pnpinas Culture, Manila.




that were recognizaed were atleast four in numbar but the rajer
distinction was that betwaan the chiafly and nun-chiafly class,
The chiefly class-princ!ples, consisted of two ranks. Thae first
consisted included the datus (bigh ehisfs), and the second,

s large group, was made up of the low chiefs, er fresmen, variously

called Mgharlika or Turap. The non-chiafly class included at least

three major ranks. JIn descending order they we:e tha fresman or

timawa, the bounds or_tanants (aliping namarahay or gintubo),

and various kinds of slaves.

gspirituas howavar, points out that before Spaniards cams te
the Philippines, there hud been only thres distinot svoial classas:
the chisfs (Maharlikas and datus), the freeman, and the slaves.
Although the Spaniards did not disturb this arrangement, bat by the
process of social change, a differsnt classification emerged during
tre early seventeenth century. The 'datus' bacom= known as

‘zcabazgs de barangay'.
Another group of governnant officials beceme the "goberader-

cillaes". Tralr familiss constitutad the aristceccracy or the upper

class in the Philipnines society. The Spaniards called them

"Cacigues"?s Thus develuped the unpar class in the Philippinss

society, The "casiques" enjoyed special povlitical and seocial

36, BEspiritu, S.C. : Sociology and Social life, “anila Philippines
1956, p.?77.

36, Pelzsr, Karl J. ¢ "Plonesar Settlevant in the Asgiatic Tropies",
Amarican Geographical Society Speical
publicatiun No.29. p.89.
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privileges. The Spaniards helped them acquire more and Tore

lands and in making tte rest of the nevnls financially denendent
upon them.

"Blood" or ancestry was one criterion for svcial class place=-
mant, Ordinarily the child's nosition waﬁhetarmined by a process
of rackoning from the status enjoysd by sach of his pakﬁts. Higher
ranks, however, could be achieved in later 1ife by acquisition
of wealth and powsar. The system was not elearly like caste system,
Rathar it was one in which there was ample provision for sovcial
mobil ity upward and dewnward,

| When the Americans camns to the Philippinass they found the
"caciques" ig powsr. Although the system was repugnant tu their
democratic {deals thay found it convanient in dealing with the
"commen tae" the lower class. The 'caclqu2s' rroup was influential
in the movement for reforms, for education and for independence,
Tts leadarship was recugnised by the peopls,

After the Philinninss become indenendent in 1246, 'caciques’
ratained their position. It has continued tov dov so upto the
present. The mpst significant change iqbucial mobility is the
emargence of a vowerful middle class, which is comncsed of govemmart
offic’als, teacrter, and such professienals as lawyers and physicians.

37

LeRoy~’ believas that thare are only two iwportant divisions in the

Philippines sucial class structure - the upper and the lover classes,

37. Le Roy, James A : Philippine 1ife_in Town and Ceuntry, Putnam,
New York.
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Maoaraig?a however, believes in the avistence of a middle class
also, although it 1s subordinate in someways to the upper class,

In the absence of more reliable and detailed studies en the
subject of social class differantiation, it is extremely difficult
to make a satisfactory classification. Howevar, Fox's39 assay may be
considered as the most compstent nation-wide treatment ef social
stratification. Despite cartain wea<nesses in historical raconstruce
tion, 1t managaes to make sense out of the extremely cemplax phenomena
of contemperary Philipoine social stratificatien.

Fox basas his discriotion of Philippine social class en a
number of sources - histerical literature, census reports and survey
and personal obssrvation. He saees land ovwnership and family prestige
as the 'principal indices' of social class position. He adds five
"additional criteria" - race, cultural-linguistic fdentity religion,
education and occupation. Fowever, Fox also sees wealth as the majer
critarion of social clagss distinction and placement.

Fox seas the Philippine ponulation as divided into three large
cells with more or less parmeable walls: the Filipions (further
stratifiad into Christian, Muslims ete.); the Asian minorities
(stratifiaed ethnic enclaves); and the ZTuro-American minoritles.
Cutting tbrough these colls 4s an economic barrier dividing the
upper and lower classes. Tha so-called emerging middle class 1s most
frequently {dentified with large cities - composed of minor governmat
officials, teachers, small businessmen etc. alongwith the many of tre
highly mobile intetlaectuals and occupational specielists.

38, Wacaralg, S. 1 Introdiction to Socliology, Manila, 1948, p.281.

39, Fox, R.B. ¢ 'Social Class' Area Handbook on the Philipnines,
Vol.I, Chicago, 1956.
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In conclusien, we may submit that broadly there exists a
two class structurs within which placement is predominantly on the
basis of wealth., Further distinctions are made according to
subsidiary markers as languags, race, and religion. Only in the

large cities doss a genuins middle class appears te be emerging,

Thallands Intensive research on the sccial erganization of Thailand
by professional behavérial sciantists bagan shortly after the pacific
var and continued without interruption until the prasent. The bulk
of the work concentrated en rural communitiss to the extent trat
hardly any major contributien to urban or town studies can be cited,
with the excention of Skinner's study of leadership in the Chinese
comrunity of Thailand (1958),

On the basis of studies of Kaufman (1960)40, Sharp (1963)41

and of Embroe (1950)42, wae can have seme 1dea of ths svecial organi.
zation of Thailand.

In common with that of most other groups of Suutheast Asia,
the Thai kinship system is undifferentiated. Descent is reckoned
both in the male and female lines. Besides the nuclear famiYy which
is the primary eoohomic s%ializing unit, it distinguishes a kindred
which includes first and second cousin among whom some informal,

social, economic and ritual obligation may obtain, In addition,

40 . Kaufman, Howard K.

Bangkhud - A Comrunity study in Thalland,
New York, 1960,

41. Sharp, L. "Thal Social Seructure" Preceedings of 9th
" Pacific_Science Congress (Bangkok 1957),
Vol.T1I, 1983. pp. 129.30,

42, Bmpree, John T, s "Thailand: A Loosely Structured Sovecial
System"™, A~3arican Anthropovlogists, 52 (1950)
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persons may be included who act as kinsmen but lack affinial or
consanguineal connactions. Kinship terms are widely used in
non-kin relationships,

Spouses are freely selected beyond the range of own paiafits
siblings. In rural areas, there i{s a tendency towards local
endogamy l1imited to one's own village eor to a group of nefghbouring
villages. Parent's consant is usually suvught and go-betweens are
occasionally usad to negotiate unions. In Hortheast Thalland,

- matrilocal marriages are very common. This coufd perhaps be an
older and more traditional norm for the whole suvciety., Inheritance
practices appsar to differ widely but data are lacking to make valid
generalizations. Tn the Northeast, it is common for all children

to receive seme share of their narent's property, but enly

daughters inharit the land,

For-al social groupings beyond the household are the village
community with its alected couneil and headman, the Buddhist temple
with its abbet, chapter of priests, lay temple committee, and village
clients, and finally, the school with its teachars, villags school
committee and student. Relationships not linked with gutherity
within thase structures and avong persons outside of them in economic
friendship, or other status, tend to be worked out on an individual
basis from a number of’altarnatives definad in terms of residence,

kinship, are, sex, occupation, education, religious roles, and so

on. The most coharent and comvonly recurring informal association
constituted along these principles is the khe raeng group or
long khgck.
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Thal soclety teday is organized into s hisrarchy bassd on
economic standing, political powar and connections, education,
outlook on life, and family background. Tha rural dwellers who are

largely farmers stand below the artisians, merchants, and government

officials of tre city., The Buddhist clergy stands as a group above
or psrhaps apart from sccisty. The traditional divisions of That
society into ruling group, freeman and slaves has baen modif ied
into oceupational classas of govarnmant officials, merchants,
artisians, unskilled labour ste. FHowavar, consc¢iousness 1is of
status rather than of class. Social status is gradsd, but there
is no rigid line of class divisions.

The peuple in the rural areas are being influenced by the
norms and behaviour of urban areas, particularly those emanating
f rom Bangkok. Like the capital, provineial cities and towuwns
are structursd in a stratified hisrarchy of ethnic and occupational
classes. Thase and the increasing formal economic relationships
of a money economy combine with the traditional basic national
organization of church and central government administratien to
knit the lpcal groupings of family and community into the totality
of a national Thai suvcial systems.

From the fors-gding discussion of social stratification ind
different countries of the Seutheast Asia, we concluda that the
system of stratification in this rasgion is governsd by sconomic
suvcial and athnic, and sducational and cultural patterns. Tt is
not as rigid as the Indian caste system and upward social mobility
is possible through the critarian of achievamant subjsct to
educational and occupational opportuniti:s available te various

sactions of the socisty,



CHAPTER-III
EDUCATIGN AND SOCTIAL STRATIFICATION IN SCUTHEAST ASIA

In the centext of this paper, the term sducation 4s usad
to refer to book learning or formal education. Education in
this sense, as such, had 1ittla to do with learning of occcupational
skills in pre-industrial sccieties, which wers learnt through
apprenticeship, Education was neither necessary nor relavant
to the practice of moest occupations, In modern {ndustrial
societies most occupations require formal training which itself
is based upon a certain minimum of bookelearning, Education
is thus an important condition for obtaining occupational
opprortunity and upward social mebility.,

In Southeast Asian countries, education is closely
associatad with the existing classes, whers those vhe are socio-
aconomically well.off have access to a kind of education which
caters to their needs and thus, it sharpens and intensifises the
system of class, The path of social mobility runs through the
schoolj the system which devides the young and assigns them
to adult statuses by means of years eof schouling and spsecific
occupational praparaticn. The equality of sducational provision
and accaess across the division of classes, ethinicity, and race,
thus becomes a critical social and educational problem,
Therafore, whathar the system of sducation functions primarily
as an Institution of social inheritance, stablizing social
positien across generations, or as an institution of social

mobility, assigning to sons, statusas different from their
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fathers? It is in this context that we want to examine the
role of education in social stratificatien in Southeast ASian
countries, For this purpose, first let us haveziook at the
existing educatiovnal system in the cvuntriss selected, and
then ses with the help of statisties and other data whather
education can affesct ths system of stratification.

In the reglon each colenial povwey provided a mpdem
educational system, however, inadequate and unsatisfactery to
the needs of the psople. The portals of Western literature
with its range and varied grandeur wara thrown open to educated
Southeast Asian which exnlained the powar of the wWest in terms
of science and nationalism. The colonial system of education
aimed at creating smal! classes of colonial 'elites' whe would
look down upon their contryman without Western education,
Delibrate attempts were made to prevent the growth of mental
unrest, Perhaps the most important aim of the colonial power
was to create a moral defeatism among the people. Education,
moreover, was not disseminated among the peopls at large and ne
provision for a comparatively wide system of education was ever
made. As a result, we find large scale of illitaracy in this
part of the world (see Table VI page S 7 ).

Massive inequality was gensrated in the sociaty when
there was a considerabls difference in the quality and quantity
of schosling between rural and urban areas, ameng various narts

of the region and ameong the neighbourhoud and suburbs of the
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metroplis., Whare schooling was of slight consequance to the fate df
the masses, such pattemed differences mattered little, Fewever,
vwhen education was considered as precursor of adult status,

the demand to squalize educational provision was heightensad,

Coming to the present educational systems in the
Southeast Asian region, we find that they vary widely in thair
structure and characterstics of preduction functions. They
bear the imprint of the historical forces that shaped them
during the different phases of thair evelution. The first era
represents the earliest paeriod and develonrment, when sosial
institutions, including education were influenced by valuaes
rooted in religion. The sscond era associated with colonial
peried that broight sosial and sconomic ehanges. Ths third
- phase is the currant ons, commencing with the smergence of
these countries as national sovargeign states after the end of
World War IX.

The indigenous system of education, which centersd around
the prelevant religions during the earlisst period, shrank
greatly in size but did not altogether dis out when the Wastem
system of education was established during the colonial peried.
The latter gradually becams the main form ef education, but its
number of schools 4id not grow fast enough to mest the rising
demand;l Thus a vaccuum was creatad, This vacuum was filled by
a system of private schools, some of thich were yun on commercial

line and charged vary high fees,

1, Hu MeS. ¢ Education Mg%gowar d Davalopmant in Sputh
) b ggg:gzﬁﬂ_QQE_._§“§9 Starling %EBI!SHersa

New Delhi 1975’ p.132.
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As a result, now we find as many as three differant sub-
systems of education in most ef the cowmtriss in tha region,
representing (3) the state séhools, vhich are managed and

financed whelly by the governmsent (11) the private scheols,

which are independent or government aided, and (141) the indigenocus
sehools, The indigenous sub-systans is almgst disappearing and

is unimportant. The first and the sscond sub.systems are the
provalent forms of education, Both the sub.systems are structurad
alike acade@ically, though the first by its rapid growth is
increasingly overshadowing the sacond in size,

The structural characteristics of the main type of education,
incl:iding both pudlic and private schools, in the selacted
comtries of the region, have bagaen summarized in the following
Table I. Entry inte the system is ordinarily through grade I of the
first level or through pree-primary classes where they exist, The
pressure applied by the growth of population, tharefors, combined
with the goal of universal primary education, is felt first at
the grade that is the point of entry into the syster and then
gradually carried forward to the higher grades one year at a tims.

TABLE 1

[

ire_of Educatignal System 4
Southeast Asian Countries

% Laval ;I Iaﬁel . ;;;ﬁlevei
Country P9 Tae Urae- Tae- G T:)
Age

School nce age tion rance tion
(Yoars) Apga (Years)
5 10 44 2

qg8lactad

Buma 4 16
Indonesia 3 6 6 12 3¢3 18
Malaysia 4 6 6 12 3+4 19
Philippines 3 7 6 13 2 17
Thasland 4 7 7 14 32 19

Source: Statistical Year book 1977, UNESCC, Paris,1978. pp.118-122.
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The distribution of the total enrpcllment by level ef
education in the Asian ragion as such in 1975 is shown in Table II.
The educatiocnal pyramid statistically represented in the table
typifies the structure of the sducational system in developing
countyies of thae region, the enrollment being the largest at the
first level, declining sharply to little less than a third at the
second levael, and then taparing off altogether at the third level.
The structural skewness thus emasrgses as a major characteristic
of the educational systems and is a serious problem in mest of

the countries in the region.

TABLE IX
Distribution of Fnrellment by Lavals of
Edugation in the Agiagn Region (19 d
Lavel nrollment Percantage of Total
_Enrollment
I Leavel 160063 69.5
IY Level 61691 %,8
ITY Lavel 8618 3.7
Total 230372 100,00

Source: Statistical Yearbeok 1977, UNESCO, Paris, 1978, p.75S.

The growth phanomenon in education is common to all
countrias of the devaloping world, but the Asian regioen as a
whole has exparienced the growth in education at a much faster
rate and its quantitative dimension dominated the development
gcene for the shesr size of 1t the total enreollment having
practically increased four and a half times from 49,9 millions
in 1950 to 230.37 millions in 197S.
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Several foges have operated to produce this rapid gsowth,
Education was sought in this regien because of the cultural value
traditionaly attached to it, because of the social status that
cama to bs assogiated with it, and because of the eccnemic
advantages that it was supoosed to confer, With tha advent of
independence in the raegion, pesople thought of education as a
birth.right, and as a means of access to the baenafits of national
development,

The Asian region as a wrole which has experienced a faster
growth in educatien since 1950 than the rast of the world, has
also a vastly greater esducatiocngl challange to mesat in future.

If all the three levels of aducation are taken into considaration,
this challange begomes -ore forridable., The wide educativnal
gapvbetwean the Asian region and the davelopsd regions is
damonstrated by the enrollment ratios as summerized in the
Tabla IIY baelows
TABLE 11X
Enrollmant Batio in Ddfferent Rgg_gnsg Age 6-23 ¥rs.

Region 1950 1960 1965 1970 19756

Africa - 19,3 23.92 27.4 32,3 f 1950

America - 54,8 §9.0 62,2 64,2 !gigures

ASIA 17.3 30,2 35.8 37.4 38,9 33974.
nesco

Burope - 56,8 61,2 64 ¢3 67.5 g1975

Occania - 58,1 59.0 59.0 61.0

USSR . 56,2 71,9 65.9 61.8

N.America - 79.3 81.3 81,4 80,4

latin Amsrica - 37.3 43,0 49,1 4,7

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1977, UNESCO, Paris, 1978, pp.101-.102.
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Another interesting trend in the growth of ehrollment has
baan that although the rate of growth showed eonsiderable variations
vithin the same level from period to peried, during a give?period
it varied dirgetly with the level of education, that, is, the
higher the level of education, the greater the rate of grovth,Z

The h¥gher rate of growth in the second and third lavels
seems to be caused primarily by the pressure applied by the rapidly
increasing enrollment at the first level on the higher lsevels, which
started from a comparatively narrowsr bass, as indicated by a

historical study of the distribution of enrollment by levels, which
is summariged below:

TABLE IV
AS percentage of Total rallment During 1960-1975 in Agis
Year Y Tavel 1T Level YIT Level
1960 75.4 22,3 2e3
18656 7245 24,6 2.9
1970 70.8 2547 3.6
1975 692.5 26,8 3.7

Source; Statistical Yearbook 1977, UNESCC, Paris, 1978, p.78.

The growth pattern shows a slight improvement in the ratio
of female anrollment to the total enrollment., Hsere also the degree
of improvement varies with the lsevel of education, being greater

in the upper lavels, as shown in tha table belows

2. Huq, Me8e H Op.cit. p.135.
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(1)

rollment in Asia, 1960-1975

Yaay All lavels Y Level IT Lavel IIY Level
19680 a7 39 33 23
1965 38 40 33 25
1970 32 41 35 27
1975 40 42 36 30

Source; gStatistical Yearbeok 1077, UNESCO Paris, 1978, p.8l

There are, hovever, wide variations within the region,
since the ratio of tha total female enrollment §s still very
low in some of the countries with largar population.

According to Huq "the educational systems in the region
have baen developed on a lock-step pattern, and entry for students
is through a single point that is the bottom grade of the systeme...
The 'output' of oche grade bscomes the 'input' of the next higher
grade."s

All the cuuntries in tha Southsast ASian region are committed

to the objective of universal primary education. This is very
natural also, since universal basic education is essential tool
in the devaelopmant of human rasources. Ths countries in this
region have usually approached this task by expanding the facility
of primary education for the schood-age population within ths formal

sehool system, hoping thersby te reach the future generations of

3. lbido t DPe 138.
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the adult population. Towards this goal, most of the countries
have been making heroic affort since *50!'s with the considerable
inspiration and assistance from world bodles 1like UNESCO.

By far the most interactable problem before most of the
countries in the region is that of low rate of retention resulting
in a high rate of wastage, with the expansion of education. The
rate of wastage is highast and striking at the first level.

The extent of {lliteracy is difficult to be determined
correctly, since the available datg on the subject is not only
inadequate but out of datg as well, There is, moreover, considerabls

confusion in the interpretation of data bacause of existing
differences in definitions, classifications, and different

raf arance psriods, Wastage and i1l11iteracy have a close link
betwaen themselves in the region. Much of the wastage in the
early stages of the first level of education directly adds te
the number of 1llitarates, in the absence of significant arrange-
ments for educatien outside the formal system, The situaticn,

of course, varies frem country to country in regard te wastage
and illiteracy.

The high value attached to scientific and technological
education as thep key to national development and progress is a
dominent strain thaet runs through the national plans and poliecy-
doeumants of all the developing countries in the region. The basic
approach and philesophy underlying the geconstructien of education
rasts on one dseap conviction that progress, welfare and ssourity

of the nation depand critically on a rapid, planned growth in
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quality and extent of education and research in secience and
technolegy.4

Bducation®s need for financial resources has proved te be
{nsatiable in all countyrigs. whethar less developed or more
develepad., The trend throughout the world is four educational
systems to receive an incyeasingly large financial input. The
mesSt striking point of contrast betwean the industrial countriss
and the developing countries in the Southeast Asian regien 1s
that the former spend a large preportien of their much.larger
national incovme en education, whereas lattar csnnot spend so.
on the one hand this reflacts the distertion in the growth patterm of
the developing countries, on the ether hand it reflects thes
ceonstraint of resources that econfront all sectors of development
in these countries.

After having discussed the structural characteristies of
the educationalsystem in the selected countries of the Seuth-
east Asia, we now cume tu the second point of our discussion as tu
vhatheyr education has been able to affact the system of
stratification in thase countries of the ragion.

It 1s generally knovn that in traditicnal, peasant
and feudal scciaties education is largely restrioted to the
priestly cdass and to the scribes and there are ritualistic barriers

that prevent lowser groups from having access to education and
lsaming, In Burope thers were no such ritualistic barriers,

although educatien was cunfined to the priesthood who warse mestly

drawvn from the upner socual strates, The other greoups that usually

4, Indian Education Cormission Rsport, (1964-66) Naw Dalhi,
Po 718,



- 54 -

acquired rudimentary education consisted of businessmen and
parhaps bankers, But rarely would their education go beyongd
the 'Three R's! and most of 1t was acquired within the home
itself, In such soeieties, therefors, while education was
generally available to all the upper strata, it was actually
the possession and privilege of a special group.

Education, of course, 1s not the sole determinant of secial
status in society, as we find that aven where social barriers te
education are removed all equally educated persens do net have
the same secial status. Considerations of race, religicn, incomse,
occupaticn, family etec., have an important bearing on social status,

Now question arises whather education actually is cne of
the effective channels of social mobility In any given seciety -

It will depend minimally (a) upon the extent to which aducation
in that society s effectively geared to the occupation and

income structures, and (b) Upon whather education 1s equally
available to all grouos in society.d n examination we f£ind
that neither of the two conditions avre fulfilled in the countries
of ths region. Even in most industrial, whers the first
condition 1s likely to be fulfilled, second cunditions 1s not
necessarily fulfilled, Because even industrial secisties vary in
the degree to which their education systsms ara accessible

to differant sections of their ponulation and nrobably 4n no
seciety complste aquality of epportunities for education is

fully attained. The reasons why in any scocisty education is not

S5, Gore M,S. and Dasia I.P. 8 'The scope of a Sociology eof
education' in Gerse (ed) Iha._
ooiology of Bducation in India

NCRT, New Delhi, 19%67. p,.©
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equally available to all sections of the population may be,
(a) 1deological-cultural ones whereby there may be rejection
of the very leda of allowing all section of the population equal
access to educational opportunities, and (b) there are acconomic
faotors, as dsveloping countries ars not in a position to spend
a higher ratio of their resvurces on education, Thus in the
context of limited educational facilities In developing countries,
aducation bscomes a great divider,

Tn the traditional socisties the pattern of communication

is predominantly vertical and unidirectional; that 1s, values
apd 1deas of the society or group are handed over from ene
genaration to the next generation. But in the case of modern
developed sociasties, the pattern of communication tends to be
more horizontally patteamed than vertical, and is multi-directional
Thus, we find that in any traditional society social
crganization is pattemed vertically, composed of links between
generationse«the link defined by blood and age relationships are not
vary important factors and communication doas not take that into
account. Instead level of literacy and education bscome much
gors important factors in this context,

The influence exarted by @ssociation in changing the
patterm of communication from traditional to the modern type can
- not be overégphasized. Those who come into contact with others
outside their own traditional groups tend to stow shift in their
allagiance somewhat, By traditional society or group we

m8an these whose boundaries are set, usually, by a criterion
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such as descent.® 1In this context a nation as a whole may be
considered as a traditional group, where its code prevent
the individual from adooting as a his raference group are outside
the nation, As Palmir points out, the more continous the association
and the cleoser it 1s, the greater the effect on the psattern of
education, Therefore, wa can say, that the pattemn of association
affacts the choice of refarence groups, It is hare that the systeus
of aeducation acquires significance, Howaver, to raduce
barriers botwesh groups, an educational system must obviously recruit
its candidates from the whole population, to the maximum extent
possible and without discrimination, and must furtrer not
segregate its pupils or graduates into 4ifferent social groups.7

By considering the extant of litaracy, it will be possible
to assess the extent to which communication may be possible
outside the traditional group boundaries. It is not necassary
that those who ars abls to read will be able to cormunicats outside
their own boundaries, but one thing is very clear that if they
are not able to read, they will find it axtremely difficult to
comnunicate with putside world, In the contaxt of present study
of aducation and social stratification in Southeast Asia, it
1s, therefors, necessary to covnsider this matter first,

* z 1*"5

g: Palmier, L ¢ !'Educational Systsems of Southermn Asia and
Social Stratification' in Gore (ed,) The

Sgcioloﬁ¥ of =ducation in India, NCERT,
New De 967 P, 1

7. Ibid s p. 149
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TABLE VI
Parcentage of Illiteracy

Country Year  Ago 4 of total Male Female
Group Poptlation %
Burma 1962 15+ 40,3 20.0 60,0
Indonesia 19071 15+ 43,4 30.5 55.4
Malaysia 1862 15+ 47.2 41,0 52,0
Phillippines 1970 15¢ 17,4 15.7 12.1
Thailand 1970 15+ 21.4 12,8 29,7

Source; gtatistical earbook 1977, UNESCO, Parls 1978 p.p. 47-48,

The above table shows that, the level of 1lliteracy 1s
quite high in the regicn, particularly in Bumma, Indonesia and
Malaysia, where mors than two-fifth of the popiklations is 111iterats;
however in the Philippines and Thailand there ares more literates
than 1lliterates. Although percentage of 1lliteracy is much higher
In Southeast Asla as compared to Eurepsan countries, psrcentage of
f111iteracy is definitely lowar as compared to some of the countries
in South Central Asia, notably in India, Nepal and Pakistan.® This
may be due to the fact that population in South Central Asia is
more than Southeast Asia. Another important thing to note is that
percentage of female 11litarates 1s much higher than males in almost
all the countries, excent the Philippines, which can be one of the
obstaclas in tha process of modernization and social mobility,

The raason for having a relatively lowar rate of illitaeracy
in the Philippines (17.4) and Thailand (21.4) may be due to the
advantage of a small population but, of course, we cannot ruls out
the possibilities of othar factors, like administrative policies,
since even in Malaysia with lesser population, the percantage of
illeteracy is as high as 47,2,

8, Ibid: p.151.
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We have to keep in mind that literacy is not the same thing
as education. From the point of view of this study, the more
important part of education 1s that at the second lavel of education
(15-19 ysars) and above. As compared with the first level (5.14
years), vhere gducation is carried on in the traditional social
context, at the second level students come into contact more with
those who come from othar communities than their own; and it 1is
this environment at second level that can influence the process
of modernization.

The following table no. VI1 shows the extent to which the
adult population aged 25 years and above have bean axposed to edu-
cation at different levels in the selacted countriss of the region,

TABLE VIX
Parcentage Distribution of Population 25 years

=

and Above by Educational Attainmant and Sex

HIGHEST LREBVEL ATTAINTD

Remarks
Country Year Sexr Tpo T Y Post
Schooling I.avel level _Seceondary
Burma 19563 MF 67.0 17,2 15,0 0.7 22,14 d1d not
(urban) F 71.0 20.1 8.1 0.2 Complete I Levael
(rural) 1954 MF 87.4 9.6 3.0 0.0 16.2 d1d not
F 91.3 2.6 1.1 0.0 complete I level
[ ] 'y L 4 »
Indonesia 1971 MF 55,3 17.0 S.1 0.5 g.a
F 69,3 11,0 2.9 0.2 §4
23.8 did not
Malaysia 1970 Mi :Z.: :.; Z.z 0.: g complote 1 level
L ) [ [ ] o
* 19.4 aid not
Phili. 1970 MF 19.7 18,0 6.5 9.6 | complete I level
ppines F 22,1 18.2 5,0 94 | A4I1 level 6.8%
Thailand 1970 MF 3.1 60,5 4.4 1.1 °§ ;:ota} 83‘355'1%
F 43,3 53.6 2.5 0.7 ol lema.8

not comple.

A At I level 3B.1 of total and 38.5 of femals and at IT1 1lsvel 7.6% of total
and 6.7% of female 414 not complate,

Source:;

Statistical Yearbook 1977. UNESCO, Paris,19%8. pp.59-61.



It is gvident from the table above that a very small proportion
of the population in this region has enjoysd secondary lavel of
education, The highast figures among the countries selected baing
scored by the Philippines, (9,6%) followed by Thailand (1.14), Only
in the Philippines we find a better male-famale ratio as was the
case in the percontage of 1lliteracy (Table VI). (n the basis of
figures in table VII, we can concluda that the proportion of the
population that is capable of comrunicating at a national level is
not very high,

Because of a higher parcentage of 4lliteracy in most of the
countries in Southeast Asia, it bscomes necessary to ses as to
wvhat attempts are besing made, in thase countries, to expand the
eduéational system. The proportion of national income that is devoted
to education can be a fairly good index of a country's effort to
reduce the 1lliteracy., Table VIIY below glves us an idea about the
percentage of national income that is devoted to education, which

raflects ths real intarest in education In thase Southasast Asian

countriss,
TABLE VIIY

Porcantage of Natluvhal Ingceme Devoted
to Education 75 (B a_1971)

Countryy Percentage Percantage of AII

of G,N.P. Public Expenditure
Bumea 3.4 194
Indonesia 3.3 2047

S.8 17.0

Malaysia &
Philippines 1.6 9.4
Thailand 3.6 20,7

Source: Statisticpl Yearbook 1977, UNESCO, Paris
1978, pp. 532-35.
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When compared with some of the advancad countries, we
find that the expenditure on education in seme of these countries

compars favourably with them.9 It must be remembered that the

financ®gal yardstick, though no doubt legitimate as a rough measure
of a country's effurt to educate its population, suffers from
cartain inherent defects when used an index of efficiency in

reaching that goal.lo

TABLE TX

ucgtign gtyarious Levglg

Country Year Pre-scl, I1 V] Cther Lypes Not Dise

& Lavel level of Edu. tributed
] Level

Burma 1371 33.9 42.8 16 .8 - 6.5

Indonesia 1071 47 .8 33.6 7.9 - 10,7

Malaysia 1975 38.6 28.5 4.9 22,0 6.0

Philippines 1975 80.0 8.0 5.4 - 6 .0

Thailand 1975 64.5 16,6 11,3 2.0 5.6

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1977, UNESCO, Paris 1978. P 562-€¢

Table IX indicatas the percentage of total expenditure
devoted to education at pra-school and first level, second levsl,
third level and the percentage of alloted expenditure not being
utilized, 7Tt will be obsarved that Iin almest all tha countries,

8, See Unesco: Statistical Year book 1977, Paris 1978.p.524-35.

10. Palm‘le!', Loz Qp.cito' p.153-540
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with the exceptiovn.ff Bumma, the highest percentage of total
expenditure 1s being devoted at the pre-school and £1rst level.
In Bumma it i3 the sacond level of education which gets a higher
percentage than othaer levels, At the third level a very small
percentage 1s baing devoted in p@actically all the countries,
highest being again in Burma (15,8) and Thalland (11.3). In
Indunesia. the parcentage of expenditure not distributed (10.7)
1s even higher than what is baing devoted at the third lavel
i.e, 7.9%4. It indicates trat first and second lsvels of education
ars being considered more important than the third level,

Table X show the enrollment ratio of the students at
school at the first and ssecund lavels of education. If we look
at tra first and sacund lsvels of enrollment raties of the
Prilippines and even Malaysia, it compares favourably with some
of the advanced countries lilke France, Japan, U.S.A. and USSR
(UNESCO 1978)., But in the case of other countriss, we can say
that it is batter than some of ths countries in South Central
Asia like Afghanistan, India, Pakistan and Nepal (UNESCO 1978).
We can, therefora, sey that there are lesser chances of education
in this area. Wwithin Southeast Asia differences at the saecound
lavel batween tha Philippines and Malaysia on the one hand and
Bumma, Indonesia and Thailand on the other hand aras even more
glaring, No country except the Philippines in the group has more
than 509 of their second leval school age populstion actually
at school. Another point to note is trat second level enrollment
is uniformaly very mush lowar than the first level. It indicatses
that a lesser provortion of children of the relevant ages go

to school at second lavel than first level,
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TABLE X
Enrollment Ratios 3 I and I lavels

Count v I Level 11 Lavel
ountIy sa¥ Total  Gross Total  Gross
Bura 1974 83 M 86 204 M 26
F 81 F 19

Indonesia 1976 82 M 86 2 M 256
F P 15

Malaysia 19756 93 M 94 45 M S0
~ FO9l P 40

Philippines 1975 105 M 102 56 M 656
F 108 F 47

Thailand 1976 83 M 86 M2
F 79 F 22

Sourcoes Statistical Yearb 1977 UNESCO, Paris, 1978.
PPe

TABLE XX

Female Enrollment at Different l.evels, Percentage
of Total Enrellmaent at_Each Level

Country Ye::""“% Yg rLave1% e Level
Buroa 1976 48 1974 42 1972 39
Indonesia 1976 46 1976 38 1972 28
Malaysia 1976 47 1976 43 1974 35
Philippines 1974 51 1972 49 1972 550
Thailand 1976 47 1970 41 1974 43

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1977, UNESCO, Paris, 1978, pp.202-
205, 284-%2, 384-3920

» Statistical Yearbook 1974, UNESCO Paris 1976.
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In the above table numbsy XI above, we have a glimpses ef
the extent to which the vwomaen are be!’ng provided with education
at differant levels, It must bs kept in mind, of courss, that
the proportion of girls snrolled would always be less than 50
percent. Bven in most of the advanced countries of the world
female ratio is not more than 49¢ at first level. In Scutheast
Asia; the ecountries that come nearest to it are Philippines whieh
incidently has 51 percent female anrvllment, and Buyrma (48%)
followed by Malaysia and Thailand (47%) and Indonesia (46%).

All these countries with high female enrvllment are practically
those which have a high school enrollment ratio. Sscondly, these
ars comparatively less populous countriss.

Again we find from the abovae tabla that with the exception
of Philippines, no country has high a female enrcllment at the
gecond lovel as it has at the first, It shows that at the second
level of education, which is very important and erucial, the girls
have lesser ctances tran bouys of acquiring sducatiuvn., This can
prove to ba a hindrance in the process of modernization of these
traditional societies. The position at third level is that,
with the exception of the Philippines,; which is the only country
in the ragion to have higher famala ratio (55%), and Thailand
which has 43 peresent anrollmant at the third lsvel, generally
female anvollment is lesser tran at the first and seecend levels,

An analysis of the next table (XII) shows that the genaral
enrollment at the third level of education in Svutheast Asilan
countries is vary low, With the sole exception of the pPhilippines
which has the highest gruss percentage 18.75 in 1972, rest of the
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countries have less than 3 percent gross population which has
completed third level of education, The figures for the
Philippines deserve spsecial mention as they are as good as of

any Westem country,

TABLE XXX
Enrollment Ratio gt XIY Level 1972; (Thafland 1970)
Country II1 Leveal Total students
Gross % All Institutions
Burma 2,43 56310
Indonesia 2.29 251870
Malaysia 2,52 23163
Philippines 18,75 678343
Thailand 1,89 65315

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1974, UNESCO, Paris 1975.

It has been observed in the above table that the preportion

of the population at the third level of education in these
countries of Southeast Asia is very low, It 1s, hovever, not

only the numbars that are important, but their distribution
botween different disciplines is equally important. Table
XIII balow analysis the figures for thase selected countries
of Southeast Asia, and Table XIIX(a) shows the distribution
of female students in different fields of study.



Total Huma=- Eﬁu; Fine TLaw Social Tatu- i , ATl Tot
Country Year pipo3l. nitdes cation Arts Seien- ral fxgg;ing Liglain cu.}tnre ggegi—
ment % & % ces Scien- o geio > %e
cen e~
% ces
/U
Purma 1972 51611 1504 6.2 = 146 15 4.2 B3 9.9 2.5 -
Indonesia 1972 255856 4.6 22.9 0.4 9.4 22 2.7 1449 8.2 5.3 74
Malaysia 1974 35246 1345 3646 0.8 1.6 8.2 40.5 9.0 2.4 5.8 116
Phili~ 4974 721398 10,3 9.6 1.8 = 39 2.3 15.4  12.8 47 444
vpines
Thailend 1974 75432 Tel  38.2 1e9 5.8 1643 5.9 9.1  10.9 4.9 -
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TANIE XI1XX(a)
Bdpcation at IIT Tevel: Distributlon of Female Students by Field "oé: Study
oy e Dagh- B e T e R v hel RS dee b
ge s
Burma 4972 20407 4.4 1066 = 1.3 iTe4 42,7 3.5 941 1 -
Indomecia 1972 TH150  4e6  31e3  Oeh 946  23e4  3e1 6.3 9.5 3.8 7.3

o
—
T

Maleyeia §974 12198 $4.2  48.3 0.7 2.1 843 9.0 28 1.8 3.0 9e4

Phili= 1974 - - - - - - - - - - -
ppines
Thailand 1974 32703 12.8 43¢4 0.9 343 18.4 55 0.5 1244 27 -

Sourco ¢ Statistical Yearbook 1977. UI'SCO, Paris 1978, pp. 384-92
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“The pattemn of university education for tha region as a whole
1s somewhat similar to the traditional Eurepean one..."11 In the
region, however, there is greater concentration in the humanities,

8 social scliaences and education, whereas fine arts, law and agri.
culture represant the weakest and least developed areas of education.
But, when we consider the individual countries, we £ind concentration

in different subjects in different countries. Humanities seem to b

more popular than aeven in some of the more advanced countries like
Japan, France and Germany (UNESCO Yearbook 1974, p.346.60).

We know science and engineering are intimately connscted with
mpdermization and industrialization, as such they also attract a

fairly goed numbar of students in practically all the ceuntries of

our sample. In Burma natural sciences percantage is as high as 42,
followed by Indonesia 27 and Malaysia 10,5 . 1In anginsering subjects
i1t 15 as high as 15.1¢ in the Philippines and 14.9% in Indonesia.
However, when compared with advanced countries, the percentage is

much lower, ©Only Indonesia and the Philippines have more than 10% of
their students studying enginesring. From this it is easy to conclude
that subject that encourage a scientific and modern sovcial outlook are
. neither sufficiendly encouraged nor vary popular.

Palmier had painted out that "none of the individual countriss
have more than 7 per cent of their students in the subject (education)
except for the Philipnines which has 20 pex'cent.".12 But, I £ind in my
analysis that except for Burma 6,2% and the Philipnines 9,6%, all other

11, Palmier, L : op.cit. p.163
12. !bidc H p0165o
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countries listed in ths table have mors than 204 of students
studying educatien with Thailand (38,2%) topping the list and
followed by Malaysia 36,6% and Indonesia 22.9%, This shows
there 1s marked awareness about the utility of studying education
during the peried 1964 and 1972-74 percentage has gona as high as
38,2 from mere 7 porcent, Still, however, adequate efforts are
not being made into occupatiens that may help towards weakning
traditional boundaries of communication in this part of the world,
Among the girls humanities, education and svcial sciences
seem to mors popular than any othar discipline. Fine arts, law
enginearing and agriculture seem to be less popular subjeets,
Agriculture, which should have been more popular in the traditional
societies seams to attract a lower percentage of studants as a
whole. Only Malaysia end Indonssia have more than S of students
studying agriculture, Fine arts and lav also does not seam to

be very popular, except in Indonesia, whera 9.4 parcent are

enrolled for law courses. Soeial sciences, however, attract a
fairly large number of students iIn practically all the countries
of Southeast Asia.

There 13 no denying the fact that education is a potent
factor in 800;81 mobility; 1nyeakening of traditional values
and groups, and it makes for wider area of comnunication irn medern
society, It has served tu move pecple in any developing socisty
from lowaer status to what Galbraith calls 'the new class', within
well definsd limits, Silvert found in his study of lLatin
Americans that, "education confimed the ascribed g%gécribed

position of the children from the more privileged status groups
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in the community; it.«was only with regard to individuals of low

status that education acted as an important element of social
mobillty.....13 In Southeast Asia, for most people educaticn
remains the principal means of svcial advancement out of thelr
traditional groups, though they are perhaps more likely to move
towards new occupations than teo traditional onssv: of high status.
For svcial development and advancement, education must be
gpread to the underprivileged masses, But it seets in Southsast
Asia education is still a scarce goods which still goes to the
privileged people, to make them more privilsged. To make education
a social service freely available, community action 1s needed,
so that it is not distributed in blased fashion among those whom

it may serve no function of social mobility,

13. S1lvert, K.H. & s Education and Secial Meaninp of Dsvelopment,
Bonilla, F. Naw York, 1961, pp.152-53.



CHAPTER IV
INDIA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA; A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

India and the countries in the region of Southeast Asia
have had diract or indirsct axperience of colonial pewers which
tried to set up administration and trade subserving thsair nesds
and requirements. Moreover, these countries have had long
cultural and histurical contacts also, After having discussed the
relationship between education and social stratification in
particular as well as in general, it will not be hers out of
place to make a brief comparative study of India and Southeast
Asla iInterms of the existing patterns of education and social
stratification,

Wo are awars that colonial powers in India and Southeast
Asia required literate and skilled 4ndividuals in varying measures,
This led to a greate¥yt emphasis on the role of education bscause
language and skills functional to colonial administration were
considered important for expanding westem culture, strengthening
colonial power and establishing some form of cultural liaison
through the middle classes. This led to the emergence of new
bureaucratic medern middle classes in these countries, Although
subservient to the needs of the Empire in the beginning but later
spearhaaded the advance to the rsconstruction of Asian societies
on the basis of national indepsendence incorporating modern

tachnology, scientific knowledge and attitudes. 1India and the
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countries of Southsast Asia in the post war period have been
attempting to bring about economic and social develepment in the
region. As such the earlier role of education as ene of
subservience to the administration and cultural neads of the
colonial powers has baen paftly modified and partly centinued.

In thaese countries, even today most educatsd neople still
lovk to govemment employment as.their main source of 1iving.
This fact represents the elsmant of continuity of sarliar form
of education., Howaever, the major direction of advance raquired
from the systems of education in Asia, on tre one hand, lies in
incurperating into formal schooling, the skill functienal te
industry, science and agriculture, and, on the othar hand, liss
in changing tte old social imaga and rovle of education, in so far
as it reflacts a suverior relationshin of ths aducated vis-a-vis
the massas of +‘ndustrial and agricultural workers, Tre old
civil sarvice officlials representad, as 1t were, suparior saction
of society, ruling the masses from above, But the requirement
of the presant day is that educatéd should develop attitudes
and skill that will maks them not only better leaders of ths
pesupla but alsp batter wurkers leading tha down tredden masses
of society.

Anothar significant featurea of aducation In India and
Southsast i1s trat each culonially dominated country inheritaed in
some measure the cultural, educational and othar traditions of
its masters. The differing stylas of British, Dutch, French

an? Amaricen highar learning and administration are now represanted
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in these ASian countries, Now there is g nesd of restoring

older links batwaen India and the countries of Southsast Agia
which might have existed in the past but whisch wers shanped
during the period of colonial rule. Moreover, thers is a need

of astablishing a common fdiom in which India and countriss of
Southeast Asia in particular and thte countries of Asia in general,
can at least communicate with and understand each othser in the
sducational field. This is possible only at the higher levels

of education,

India and countries of Soutteast Asfa are facing formidable
problems in the higher education. There is a big gap in ths
intellectual fi1eld betwean undardeveloped countries of Asia and
developed countries. Moreover, many of the Asian scholars
best suited for higher work migrate to ths more developed
comntries of the West, and in return these countries of Asia get
back far too 1ittle in the form of foraign scholars or tachnical
assistance, In fact, the institutions of higher learning in
India and in the ooﬁntries of Southeast Asia have not succeeded

in creating such a strong tradition of research to make these

institutions more attractive to the scholars of their ovn
countries or from abroad. Secondly, they have net been able to
craate a large pool of trainad manpower for the concrete tasks
of intellectual and social developmant in their societiss,
However, the solution is gradually being remedied particularly
in Ingdia.
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We have to keesp in mind that the demands of developing
countrias are not always similar, This means that the insti.
tution of higher leaming in these countriss have to develop
specializations and forms of work and services suited to their
societies which may be quite different from those in other
societies whose models ars available to us for study and
adoption, However, we have taken note of ths fact that what
India and the countriss of Southeast require is not the most
advanced knouwledge but officient and propsr utilization of
already available knowledge in science and technology ;g suit
their specific social structurss,

Therefore, what actually we find 4n India and Southsast
Asian countriaes 1s the task of development bsing given greater
emphasis than research. Howevar, a balance batween sciencs,
technology, svcial sciences and humanities suitable to social
conditions in thesse countries and for achieving respective
national goals is being made by these Southasast Asian countries.

Another common problem which we find 4n India, and
countries of Southeast Asian §is 'excessive spread of higher
education relative to the aexpansion eithar of school education
and mass education or the apparent requirements of manpower
in these countries. This has affected the standard and quality
of education In these countriesfi But, of course, higher

, education has nlayed and continuéss- to play an important rols
in political developments and in the transformation of family
structurs, attitudes and the entire social structure in the

directiun of modernization and sucial development.
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Another point to be congidsersd is that of languags. It 1is
a common fact that young children learn easily and in g bettdr
manner through their own mother tongus. However, highar
education in scientific and technical phases, and the languages
of Asia have not yet found as closs a relationship to sach other
as might be desirable wrich necessitates a major ef fort in the
direction of learning languages of developed nations for purposes
of science and technology. Therefore, the neaed 1s in these
countries to develop skills to read and comprehend in foreign
languages adequate to the iésk of grasping modern scientific
and technological knowledge, and the promotion of national
languages so as to makae the™ adequats vehieclas of modern thought
and action whers they are not already so daveloped.

In these countries political independence and economic
devalopmant have vitally affected the social 1life. It is a
common knowledgs that thess countries had well organizsd states
with a long history, but they became the victims of the Western
colonigl powars as they lacksed a ssnse of national selidarity.
This political subjugation of India and Southeast Asian countriey
led to a change in their systems of sveial stratification. The
colonial masters, who bscame rulers, became the upner stratas
and the rest of the vopulation became the luwar strata,

The demands of administration as we have noted earlier
made thse colonial powaers introduce their own systems of

education so that they could recru‘t personnel for various Jjob
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Thus, emerged a middle class in these countries, though it was
mostly confined in urban areas. The help of local businsssman
was also required to run the colonial economy which resulted in

the amargence of another type of middle class consisting of

tragdesmen. The third type of middle class in thase countriss
consisted of technical people who after gpecial training were

racruited to look after the moderm means of transportation

and communication. Thus, we may say that the colonigl system,
dus to its own requirements, led to the aemergence of middle
classes in the countries of this region.

In fact a genuine middle class really started taking
stape vhen Indian and other countriss became aware of the
social and economic disadvantages of imparialism and so built up
national movemaents in order to achiseve independsence from these
colonial powsers. Thus, in a senss, wg can say that social
stratification in Tndia and other scuthsast Asian countries
showed two trends: the first, a submissive job sesking middle
class during the heyday of the colonial powers; and later a
gonuine self.assertive and radical middle class sager to drive
out the colonial powsrs in order to establish independent
governmaents,

Indfa and other countries of Scvutheast Asia wers basiecally
foudal and agrarian, All these countries are now trying to change
and move from this feudal agrarian complex to a democratic society.
But thare are a numbar of obstaclas and problams these countrias

are facing, namely of diverse etbnic, religious and linguistic
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groups, The Tinority groups, whether linguistic or religious,
face great difficultiss in achieving social mobility in this
region. There is also the problem of rural urban differences.

In countries like Malaysia and the Philippinas, the rural pevple
find 1t extremely hard to move out of their rslatively closed
societies. Whereas in Tndia universal franchise has now made the
rural groups as much if not more powarful than the urban groups.
In India the village boy or girl new enjoys the advantage of
higher educstion within a few kilometres of village, On the
contrary in Malaysia and Barwa where 804 nopulation lives in
villages) trere is provision for elesmentary education only through
mother tongue. This hardly enables a rural person to move up

in the social scale for getting any government job. A minimum
school leaving cartificate and knowledge of EBnglish is required
which is available only in towns and cities,

Thae obscurantist forces within each society of the region
put considerable diff iculties in the path of tha people of the
lower classes to move up and thus, deprivive them opportunities
to improve their sucial status. In India, a secular country,
as well as in othar countries of the region, religious groups
enjoy high social prestire and influence opinien. There are, for
example, the problems of respect for age, amphasis on virtue,
charitableness and sarvice to othar people, Though noble
social status should not ba linked up witk such ideals. While a

number of changes have ta«en place in the caste system in India
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but in rural areas caste is still a serious obstacle to social
mobility. Another !mportant phenomenon in India is ths
superimposition of the class system within the caste system,
This may be obsserved in the covntsxt of marriage alliances and in
some other fields of sociagl relations.

All these problers are, howsver, being over come thruugh
the channel of education and entry into a prefession or an
administrative sarvice. The Individual's desire to qualify himself
and to strive hard so as to improve his social status is now a
very important aspsct in India and other countries of Southeast
Asia. The achieved highsar status by vne's own endeavour is now
highly valued in thess social systems. A saminar on ‘social
Mobility' in the Zast Asian countries held in Tokyo in mid-sixties
arrived at the conclusion that 'in almost all the countriss of the
ragion education and incoms have brought upward social mob!lity.‘q
A general feature in all the countries of this region including
India 1s the importance attached to the achisvement of prestige
and status through education and professional of asdministrativse

occupations,

e e, T T T e, e
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CHAPTER _V

CONCTYJSIQNS AND IMPLTICATICNS .

This study aims at examining whather the type of education
providéd in the Southeast Asian region encourages or not sccial
mobility and weakens &he traditional boundaries of communications.
In the light of this objsctive we have first dealt with social
stratification and the type of education provided in the selacted
countries of the region in general, and the relationship bostwesn
the education and gsccial stratification in particular.

We find that in common with daveloping countries elsewhare,
the countrias of Southeast Asia have baen directing a great deal
of their efforts to the development of education since the end of
the Second World War, The rate of progress and the degres of
emphasis on development, of course, vary from country to country,
depending upon thg national resources available, However, a
featurs common to all the countriss in the region Is the rapid
increase in school enrpllment, particularly at the primary level.
Secondly, within countries of Southeast Asla, whethar as cause
or aeffect of other social forees, educational inaqualty seems to be
greater than modsrn Yestern countries, becausse of the typs of
social structure of these countries in which educatlion is
operating, The educated alite of tre new nations tend tb form a
tiny minority of the privileged and powarful, cutt-off from the

mass Af 111litrate peasants and workers, and having more in common
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with their Western contemproraries than with their fellow
nationals.” In the undeisdevelcpéd countriles, education has baesn
an_ghegaliterian force separating small elite from large masses.
In most of the underdeveloped societiss, the social
status depends larrely on comnunity and family and only then on
education which again “"reflects the advantage ofiwealth and social
origin."l A numbar of studies carriad out in India confirm this
observation (Baljit Singh, 1958: V.K.R.V. Rao, 1961; P.C. Joshi
and M.Re. Rao, 1964). Same is true of cwntriss in Southeast Asia
vhere we find that the role of education has bsen to confimm the
ascribed status of studsnsg, instead of helping them to achieve
status based on their achievement. This conclusion has bsan
further confirmed by Ryan 1n his study 'Status, Actievement and
Education in Ceylon'g. But tre sftuation in the cuuntriss of tha
Southaeast Asia is gradually changing or stifting from ascription
to achievemant basis of soclal ascent or social mobility.
| Qur study also higrlights ths fact that excent for
Indonasia -~ whera the sducational system 1s baginning to play a
positive part in svcial mobility, as a result of the onolicy of
liberal govermment schularships and preference of students for
sucial sciences, education and enginnering instead of law and

medicine -~ the type of aducation pruvided in the ragion is still

1. Singh, Yogendra: Modernizstion of Indian Tradition, Thomas
Prass, New Dalhi 1973. p.105.

2. Fyan, B. : 'Status Achievemant and Zducation in Ceylon'
Journal of ASian Studies, Vcl.XX No.4,

po. 463-75.
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influenced by sociv-aconomic backgrounds of the student and thus

it reinforce their class factor. Education doses not do this

by itself. The sources of demand for products of the system of
education ars also important, Tn the Southeast Asia, government

is the main employer of educated people. It is in the government
jobs that graduates of Suuthsast Asia find their statuses confirmed.
For example, it was obseryed that about 89% of the higher degras
candidates of on® Tndunesign university entered tv civil saervice

and many bacoming guvserntent schoul teachers. In Burma about 70%
and in Ceylon about 68% of the graduates have joinad government.3
In the Philippinas (1972) although 18,75% (total 678343) college
students ware enrolled, however, little binefit accuras to the
country as a whole. A racial minority-psrsons of Spanish
descant and Chinese-huld must of the pruperty and w3alth., They
aspecially the formsr, send their children, to universities abroad
and to them fall the grsat majority of the key pusts. Tha

products of the universitias in the Philiopines thamselve
constitute a large group of educated unemployment. To assuage
thair dissatisfaction, more and more worthlsss institutions
proliferate offering useless diplomas and degraes.4 This situation
in the Philippinas further {llustrates tha fact that much of
education may be lost in an unsgalitarian social structurs. It

alsc examplies the problem of educatédd unemnloysd in the region.

3. Fisher, J. : ‘Universities and the Political Prucess 1in
Southreast Asia', Pacific Affairg Vol,XXXVY
ND.], 2.150

4. Curle, Adams Hducational Strategy for Developing Socisties
London, 1963, p.59
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e have obsarved that thare §s shortage of engineering and
scfence students ‘n the ragion, but it would be wrong to conclude
w'thout furthar investigation that gven thoss faw have adopted
modarnizing attitudes and values. There is ~arked awareness about
tte utility of educstion, still adequate efforts are novt being
made 1ntu occupatiocns and fields that may help towards weakening
of traditional boundaries of comrunication in tris part of the
world. 7Tt is still a scarce go.ds that goas to the more privilagaed.

we can, therafore, draw the conclusion that education 1n
South3ast Asia hag net ocountributed forcefully to¢ tra replacement
of traditional attitudes and valuses by modarn and sciantific
ohss, nor it has baan able tu change the existing systams of
stratification tu an apnreciable extant. Although largs scals
jliiteracy 1s one of trs majur prublams of the ragion still
sufficient afforts are nut being made to increass tha anrollment
of students in schools and particularly at highar livels of
aducation. The rasult is that the trad!tiona’ boundaries to
communication are not weakening as thay should. *oreover, it tends
to re'nforce the existing ascribed status ratter than promote
achievad status through social ascent. 7Tn this way a8d ication
builds un new barriars to communication, and it stabilizes the
class structure by allocating sducational chances according to
economic status of family, thus producing successive ganaratiens
of high status families with high.- sducation and low status
families with 1ittla education, '/a can, therafore, submit that
with prasant pattern of afucation it will be difficult to

anticipats or ansure a greatsr degres of social mobility in the

Southeast Asian Raegion.
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