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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION



IMTNOTUCTIUY

The preéent worlk déals wlth some nspects of the social
1ife in Orissa from A.D, 800 to 1300. We have tried to
:,.gxaming'tha extent to which the nggg concept had made 1its
irpact 6ﬁ soé1ety in Orissa during the pericd under study and
the social idéntity;and iﬁle of the cém&unities mentioned in
the 1nscriptigns.‘ As our evidence inéicates, it wvas a period
of transition for a prédominantly tribal area which gradually
came under the influence 5? the expanding bréhminical culture.
We find that ﬁrﬁhmanical settlerents proliferated during this
period and bféhmagical ihfluence increased. The full story
of this process has tc be éleaﬁed from thé inscriptions and
supplemeﬁted_ﬁy'contemporazy literary SOurces;
| The political scene in Urissa Qas.cne of confusion up
to the middle of 12th Century A.D, WYe find several sets of
dynasties ruling in a1 fferent parts of Orissa, some of them
_acknb@ledging'the authqfity of a superior ruler. 4Again, it
ig difficult to deﬁéfCate the erxact boundary of a particular
‘kingdom. As regéids the nomenclature of a pafticular placé,
_-anflicting vétQions have bean presented even in the epigraphs,
as is evident from the fact that both the Sulkis as well as
the Nandas claim_tq.have ruled over the "Gondrama" region. |

| The'presentistate of Urigsa during the early medieval
‘period was nqt a hoﬁogenebus oney it was known as Kalihga,
Tri-Kalinga, Cgra, Utkalé, Daksina Kosala, Tosala, Kangodaman-
dala, ete. A portiod‘of Andhra, the present Srikakulam district

was included in Kalinéé and a portion of Midnapur district was
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'inéluded.in Utakala as the copper plates reVeal. It was
Chodagafiga, the Ganga monarch, who unified Urissa in the middle
of 12th Century A.D. It was only then that a centralised
empire‘camé into existence.
| SQée useful works on urisean history have been ﬁublished
coveripg'dﬁr peiibd s&éh as, R.D. Banerjee's Historv of Origsa,
Vol. I, Calcgtta; 1930;'3; Mishra's Dynasties of Medlag!al
Origsa, Gélcutta; 1933,vahdthL5§a Upder the Bhauma Kinzs
Calcutta,.1934§'H.K. Mahatad's, The History of Yrissa, Vol. I,
Cuttack, 1959; N.K. Sahu's (ed.), A Historv of urissa, Vol. II,
Calcutta, 1956, However, these works deal mainly with politi-~
cal history. D.K, Ganguly 's book Historieal Geography and |
Dynastic History of Qxigga continues to follow the same tradi-
tion of_poiitical history but provides very useful information
on hiStorical geography. It covers up to the rise of the
Gangas ahd'ﬁés pnblished.iﬁ 1976. 1In recent. times the only
 author to have dealt with the social 1ife of Orissa in this
period is A.P. 8ah. His book Ljfe lQ hedloval Origsa, Cr. A.D.
600 to 1200, Varanasi, 1976, is a commendable attempt. However,
it has certain limitations. Jah has not utilised all the
sources available and has not been able to explain the available
sources in a historical perspective. We do not get much light
on the occupational groups in his book. Thus, there is ample
scope for further study on.the subject.

We.are mainly relying in this study on epigraphical
soﬁrCQs while taking note of literary sources in so far as they
corroborate the epigraphical evidencg.. The number of inscriptions

found in Orissa during this period 1s rore than those found in



. g

Bengal and Bihar taken together. The Yafngas have issued the
largest number of inscriptions. 3ome of the inscriptions have
not yet'baen edited. The inscriptions in this period throw
considerable light on the activities of the brihmanas and some
occupationai and professional groups. Also, they provide some
information on the tribes. As the inscriptions are mainly
documents 6f the ruling classes, we have more details about
them and only casual reference to lower groups. Because of
'_ these limitations of the sources we cannot ¢laim that wé have
a complete plcture of Orissan social life during the period
under s#udy. |

vur maln literary source for Jdrisgsan social life 1s the
Utkalé Ehanda-of the Skanda ﬁnxﬁga (Cir. 900 to 1300 &.D.).
It thro&s considerable light on the social lifevdf orissa.
The other literary works like Matsya Purinpa, Markandeva Purana
cnly»make_stray references to certain social groups of Urissa.

It 15 by now well established that the MAdala PaRj4 is a work

not earlier than 16th century A.D., and c¢annot be utilised for
this period. But there are a few references to the social,
religious and economic life of the people of Orissa in the
account of the Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang}who paid a visit
to this land in the 7th century A.D. Therefore, inseriptions,
literature and foreign accounts 31Ve us cértain glimpses of
the social 1ife of Orissa of this period. However, these
sources are not sufficiently 1nformat1vé in every aspect and
the relative value of the sources differs; and of all these

epigraphical_sources have been the most useful for the purpose.
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The major aspects of the social life in OUrissa to be
cd?efed in this work are the brihmanas, the internal structure -
of this'cbmmunity viz the institution of gotra and pravara, and
its status, functions, eté.; the social roots of the ruling
dynasties, some non-brdhmanic groups such as the valsyas,
siidras, kiyasthas and some 6ecupationa1 groups; the tribal
Peogleé and as well as the general gondition of women during

the period under our study 1n‘Urissa.



.Chapter II

THE CATEGORY OF VARNA: THZORY AND PRACTICE



TH® CATEGORY CF VARMA, THRGRY A¥D PRACTICE

. “The traditlonal Indian society was functionally divided
into four iaxgag, narely, the brahmanas (priesfs), the kshatriyas
kwarriors), the vaidyas {(those enzaged in mercantile activities
“and farming)gﬁahd the éﬁdra5 {(those réndering the services to
the ;yijaa). It appears that in éctual operation of this varna
system, the Urissan soclety af this peiiod was still at a
nascent sgtage énd this is reflected in the efforts made by the
rulers of Urissa to encourage the system. It is evident from
an inscriptionl»of the 8th century &.D. where the first ruler
of the Bhaumakara dynasty Kshemankaradeva claims that he estab-
lished Varpashrama dharms. | |

As a concrete step towards this goal the rulers 6f

Urissa during this period invited br3hmanas from outside where
the gﬁggiggxgma system wags widely prevalent. .It appears that
the brﬁhéapas who- care fror outside, (mainlylnofth-India) tried

to stabilizébthe gaxga sy stem in Orissa. Orissa before the
. influx qf-the brahmanas from outside seems to have been lérgely |
tribal and it was only after the brahmanas came to Urissa from
outside with the aetive support and encouragement of rulers
:that the varna system began to gain further ground in Urissa.

| However, this period witnessed a scmewhat conruéed state
of affairs in the actual operation of the Varphshrama dharma
not withétanding the efforts that must have been made by the

brahmanas and the ruling chiefs. There was no clear cut

1 E.I., vol. XV, no. 1, p. 3.



| Ffuncticnal division af the varngs in practice and there was

often overlaping of functions. A nurber of cccupational groups

are mentioned but their _5xng identity is not specified in the
"1nscriptions and ve - have to rely on the 1iferary sourcas.'_Per-
haps this shaws that the varpa concept was not indigenous to

E Orissa, it was imported ‘from outside and only the brahmanas

__[formed a corpact xaxgg group.

Ihe Brahpaps 8
The brabranas in Urissa during the ﬁeriod under study
_ occupied>thelhighesf status in soeiety. Though the.period wit-
nessed the rise of a ﬁuvber of so-called mixed castes which may
have been of non~Anyan origin the pasition of the brahmanas was
: never_threatened by any -caste or group. The brahmanas recelved
land éénatiqngfrom kings and feudatories and thefehy consolidated
their ?bsitionveconomically as well. They were at the top of
l',the social hiefa:chy and with the gain of économic'ﬁower,'i.e.,
land, thej ccﬁld furthér strengthen theilr position. In a period
vcharacterised by ‘a closed agrarian,ecénomy the brahmanas on the
| whole ;aéa to fcrm a landholding clasé. Nany of them also
rmccupiad such administrative posts as that of a Finister,
commanﬁer—in-Chief, etc., as we shall see later. _

~ The Skanda .nxana provides us ‘valuable information as
.reﬂards fhn q+atus and condition of hrahmanas in Orissa during
this perlod. While referring to the Purushottawa Kshetra (i.p.,
'Orissa), the Utkala Khandal of this ngana S8y S that a

1 Bkanda Purfips, Utkala Knanda, VI, 38-42.



'3'ﬁf'cveatians.

) T 7.?
&.brahmana is thp 'Gurn of all _a;ngﬁ but does not lay ﬂown any -
essential qaalificatians for him. The brﬁhmanas were the first

v,,in the crea*ian af the Brahma. All atherdzaxnaﬁ were his later

Qrzssa, uitnessed the prcgress of brahmanism from Cir.
\'f4th cantury ﬁ D. thaugh politically Urissa came into prominence
in the 3rﬁ eentury B.C. thn the Kalinga var of Ashoka, the

E“i'area at the time seems to have been inhabited by the tribal

;’ : 93991esjand‘we do_nct come‘across any positi?e evidence of the

bréhmaﬁiéaticnlaf‘efissa before the. ﬁétharas'mho are recorded

to have. given landgrants to brahmanas. ﬁgain, before 4th
eentugy A.D., all tbe inscriptions of Grissa ‘found so far were
written‘%n Prikrit. The Ebrasopqa,ccpper_platel (cir. 357 A.D)
of ?isékﬁQVarmanvis the first iahdgfant made to a brahmana donee
and 1s written in Sanskrit.

The 4th century A.D. marks an important stage 1n the
_-brahmanisafion of Orissa. The Sailodbhava kings who were ruling
during 6th-8th centuries A.D, in Kéﬁgedamaggala gave_landgrants
to hréhmagas.' itﬁis dﬁring the}period of.tbe éalidhhava kings
that for tﬁe first time brahmanas Qere 1nvitedvfrom'outside. The
_tradition of inviting the brahmanas eontinued,in Urlissa up to
12th-13th centuries 4.D. |

%e notice some Puraqicaprejudices as regards the Brahm@nes

| af‘ﬁrissa.' The Matsya Purfiga (4th-6th century 4.D.) says that
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bréhmagas who dwell in the Mleccha coqntries, in Trishanku,
’ ﬁa?bara;-OQra (Urissa), Andhra, Takka, Drivida and Konkana are
'not to be invited at 'Sraddhas'. 1t is very likely that during
this period, the brihmanas of the north looked down upog the
~ brahmanas in eastern countries like Magadha and Orissa.  Why
‘the brihmanas of Orissa were not to be invited at Sriddhas has

‘not been mentioned in Matgya Enréga- Probably, the Enzﬁgig

. prejudice regarding the brihmanas of Orissa was due to the

tribal blood of some local brihmanas. Also, the spirit of ex-
clusiveﬁess and ideas of superiority might have contributed to
their degradation.
" The brahmanas éf urissa, subsequently, by the 9th-10th
centuries A.D., were recognised as oge of the five major sub-
section of bri3hmanas in north India. This reveals that by the
ch-loth.céntnries A.D., the status of brahmanas in Orissa was
no‘longer questioned and looked down upon by the North-Indian

br&hmaqas.

‘Migrati
According to tradition, migration of learned brahmana
families took p1ace into the distant regions of Gujarat, Bengal,

. 4 :
vOrissa, etc.y, during the early medieval period upon the

1 - P.V, Kane, Historv of Dharmasistras. Poona, 1930,

vol., 11, part 1, p. 103.
2 - Ibid.
3  E.l., vol. XXXII, no. 4, p. 29.
4 V. Upadhyay, The Socio-Relizious Conditions of Northern

;ggggv(700~1200 A.D.). Varanasi, 1964, p. 42.



 1nvitat1on of their rulers. We notice a large number of

brihmana families migrating to Orissa from different places.

He have-records of 1andgran£s'to nearly three hundred brah-

1 ) , ,
manas, nost of whow seem to have;been brought from outside.

.The lists of the donees show that they were:ihvited te u‘rissa,2
‘*mainly.frcm Eadhyadesa,_Tirabhakti, Ridha, Vanga and Varendra.
| Bféhmagas from distant places also migrated to Urlssa.
Y_The reco;ds of Mahasivagupta 11 mention the brahmana donees gho
@igrated'to~orissa'in the 10th century A.D. from Madhyadesa,
éEQVgsti ﬁag@ala4 and Kolaﬁbhas(ﬁanauj). The Kadapali grant6
of Mahﬁéivagupté 11 states that some brihmanas who had migrated
| t0 Orissa hailed from Hastipada (Madhyadesa). '
The brihmanasettlement of Takiri (with the limits of
$rivast) had acquired considerable celebrity by the 10th-1lth
centuries A.D. A nurber of eplgraphs reveal that learned
brahmanas from this locality migrated to Opiss;, Bengal, Gujarat,

etc._and'bécame the recipients of royal gifts.

1 ‘B, Mishra, Dynasties of Medlaeval Orissa. Calcutta,

LS S VR

1933, p. 1.
JBORS, vol. XIV, p. 70.
E.1., vol. III, p. 351.
-JASB (N3), 1, pp. 8-12.
JBOURS, vol. II, p. 405; Kolaficha has been identified
with a place named Korancha near Banaras, see A.P. 3ah,
Life in Mediaeval Urigsa (600-1200 A.D.). Varanasi,
1976, p. 119. |

6 ’E. I., Iv’ pav 254.

7 V.S. Pathak, Ancgiont Historians of India, Asia
- Publishing House, 1966, p. 1. -~



‘Rulers of different dynasties of Urissa are known to
have invited ﬁrﬁhmagas of Bengél, from time to time, to settle
in their territory where they were endowed with gifts of vil-
lages and.lsnds.l ‘On some occasions they were also appointed
to respénsiblelﬁosts. Une of the reasons for the patronage
extended by the Somavaméi kings (Cir. 8th-1lith centuries A.D.)
to brahmanas of Bengal was their connection with Vanga as
claimed in some of thelr records.‘ |

Br3hmanas of Varendra were also invited to Orissa.
Reference may be made to the Cuttack copper plate of Mah@bhava-
gdpta3 for instance. It 1s recorded that Mahattama Sadharana
who recaivéd a landgrant from the,king was an immigrant from
Takari and»ﬁas also appointed as hig chief minister. 1In another
copper plate,4'mention is made of the brahmana donee named
Bhatta Brahmadhara who came to Orissa from Pundravardhana. In
the Talcher plates of Gayaqa Tunjgadeva is recorded the gift
of a wholé.village received by three brahmanas. According to
Sircar tﬁese three donees were immigrants froh North Bengal.6

| 7 .
In the Chakradharpur plates, of Rana Bhanja the donation of a

1 P, Miyogi, Brihmaplcal Settlements in Different Sub-
divisions of Apelent Bengal. Calcutta, 1967, p. 48.

\“isbra, ob. ecit.y p. 1.
E.I., III, p. 323 ff,
 JPASB (NS), XII, pp. 291-5.

R.D. Banerjee, History of Orissa. Caleutta, 1930
. vol. I, pp. 263-4. 2 X ’ ’

G d N

 E.I.; vol. XXIV, p. 91 ff.
7 JBORS, VI, p. 269.



- 1t
village in favour of Padmakara, a brahmana from Pecipiyaka in
the Varendra ¥andala is recorded.

Brahmanas of Ridha were also patronised by the kings
| of Orissa. In an inseription belonging to the reign of Mahd-
bhavagupta 1, reference to a gift of land to Bhattaputra,
Jaturupa, an immigrant is recorded.l In another inscription
kinz Devendra Varman of the Uanga dynasty made the gift of a

2
viilage to an immigrant. from gttara REdha named Govinda éarman.

Brahmanas from Magadha and '1’.’&rablmktz‘.‘-l (Bihar) alsoc
were invited to Orissa, during the period under study. From
one copper plate grantE we know that a brﬁhmaga donee from
Rohitasa (modern Bohtas ‘ Ain Shahabad) was the recipients
of the royal grant. Also, brdhmana families from Ahichchhatra,
Gaﬁgévééiv (Mysore) were invited to Orissa. Thus, the above

evidence reveals that the brahmanas were invited to Urissa from

different parts of the country including the South.

Brahmanical Settlements

The brahmapical settlements during this period in Urissa

‘caﬁhot be ascertained fuily. The r%%ﬂqg families gave land

donations to brahmanas, but as the 5;333 under their control are

E.I,, XI, pp. 101~-2.
B.I., XX111, p. 77.
JBORS, VI, p. 484.
Ibid., XVIII, p. 17.
JBORS, VI, p. 236.

Eel.y, XXXV, p. 102.

E.Il., IV, no. 35, p. 258,

~N O o s N
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quite often uncertaln, and 1t is often difficult to establish
identifications. Again, the number of landgrants to the
b£§hmaga.donees is so numerous that all the places mentiocned
in the charters have ﬁot yet been satisfactorily identified.
Generally, the brihmanas were given landgrants within not more
" than 100 miles of thelr original homes.1

A brahmana settlement known as an 'Agrahara is often
mentioned in our 1nscr1ptions. Some of the brahmana settlements
have been showﬁ in the chart given at the end of the paper.

The brahmagas who were brought from outslide were given land-
grants thh'in'backward areas and/setﬁled areas. Land grants
were wade in forest areas under the Bhanijas, the Somavaméis and
the Gangas. Yasobhaifja Deva of Khifijali Maqqaia granted a tax
free village called Pétikmyana to a briahmana with its trees,
creepers, thickets and_forests; along with the right to fishing
and catehing'tortoisé.z The village in question was obviously
surrounded by forests. A Somavafhi§l charter of Mahabhavﬁ Gupta
IV, who ruled over Western Urissa and South Kosala in the
beginning of the 1lth century A.D. grgg:ed two villages, which

, | 3
were given along with the right of kil Jin® snakes and elephants.

" Probably the area abounded in elephants, for the district in

: > 4
which the two villages were situated was called Airavattamandala.

1 R.S. Sharma, Social Changeg in Early Medieval India.
(Cir. 500-1200). Delhi, 1969, p. 5.

E.1., vol. XVIII, no. 29, p. 1ll.
JBORS, XVII, 1, 11, 29-49.
4  Ibid., 370-9.
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ThéAlccality waé inhabited by the Savaras (now Saros), noted
for’théir'knowledge of elephants and huge snakes living in
holes and caves of the hills.l In one_of‘the grant of the
Gahga king Ananta Varman the dohated village was degcribed as
practically surrounded_by Jungles, trees and rocks, which
shows thaf it was situated in a forest area. |

The significaﬁée of landgrants in backward areas to
' bréhmagas-is'not difficult to appreciate. Bfﬁhmaqas, who
settled in these backward areas must have brought new lands
under culiivation,'vThe settlements of the brahmanas in these
_Yareas led to the inﬁroduction and spread of brﬁhmaqical culture
during this period in Oprissa. Also, they must have inculcated
in the oborigines a sense of loyality to the established order
‘and towﬁrds their fulernpatrons.a B | |

L striking feature of the charters recording donation
of settled areas is the fact that the donors transferred
villages not only with various kinds of dues but also with
weavers (Tantuvéyé), brevers (8aundhika), Cowherds (Gokuté) and
other subjects (Parkfitikah), as the Dhenkanal plates of Tri-
hhuvana Mahadevi 1ndicate;4 This piactice wasgs not only followed
by the Bhaumakara rulers but also by thelr feudatories, the

l Ibido, 18-210

2 E.I., VOlo mIII’ No. 50“'11"3-8Q
3 n.séginama,' Indian Feudalism. Calcutta, 1965,
P. . .

4 JBOR?, Vol. II, ppo 486"70
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Bhafijas and the TunéasJ during this period. The assignment
" of land with weavers, brewers, cowherds, etc., suggests that
" these were landgrants of settled areas, |
 From the Nagarl copper plate we learn that king Ananga-

‘bhimadeva 111 (1121-33 4.D.) granted a township to a brihmana
named éankara ChéhdraAéérmaga, along with a number of merchants
such as perfumer (Gindhika), dealer in conch shells (Safkhika),
splitér of Qood (Patakéra); goldsmith (Swarnakara), brazier
(Kansika), dealervin'sﬁgar (Gudika), etc."It sﬁows that the
brahmanas were given lands not only in backward areas and

‘villages but also’ townships as well.

Types of Brihmagas

' Fro& very early times the brahmanas héd been divided on
the basis of gotra, pravara and §3kha, which are usually men-
 tioned in the inscriptions of Urissa during this period. Dig-
tinctions were also made on the baéis of occupation, learning,
'religion, locality and faﬁily; some of which later gaVe.rise
to a number of sub-sections among them. o

A study of the sub-sections of the brahmanas reveals the

existeﬁce>of fiQe classes of North Indian brahmanas on a terri-

4
torial basis during the period under study. These five clasgse:

,‘

of Morth Indian brihmanas are Sdarasvata (of the region of the

I.H.Q., vol. XXI, p. 221.

E.I.y vol. XXV, no. 14, pp. 11, 12-20.
E.I., vol. XXVIII, no. 40, pp. 235-58.
E.I., vol. XXXII, no. 4, p. 29,

R WD e



| o - 15
river Saraqvati), Kanyakubja (of the region of Kanauj), Utkala 1
(or Orissa); Maithila (of the reglon of North Bihar) and Gauda.

Dﬁring this period, brahmanas of Bengal were divided

into.two‘SeCtidns’~ Ridhiya and Varendra - according to their
. ) 2 .

~ place of residence. The sub-sections among the brahmanas of

Bengal origingtgd in this period. _But, sub-sectiogs among the
brihmanas of Urissa like Jajapurid and Dikshipdtya have origi-
nated iﬁ-latép times. ‘We do not find mention of these sub~
seétions in the inscriptions availabdle to us.

The main distlnction recognised among the brahmanas were
thpse of gg&zas_and gzazaxas. The term gg&xa may roughly be
translated as,family lgneage, and pPravara was probably named
after some illustrious teaéber or ancestor Qho had contributed
-to the p*estlge of the family.4 According to the Baudhavana-
_zan;asntxa, Vi&vamitra, Jamadagnl, Bharadvdja, Gautama, Atri,
Vadistha and Kidyapa are the seven sages and Agastya is the
eighth{'the progény of these eight sages is aeclared to beldng
to the gotra foﬁnded by them. The primary gotras are divided
and sub-divided to form other gotras. Thé Landgrants of the
'different.dynasﬁies of Crissa, during this period; refer to a

number of gotras and pravaras. We have shown these in the chart

I.H.Q., vol. XXVIII, p. 133. |
R.C. Majdmdar, Historv of Benzal. Dacéa, 1943, p. 580 ff.
~ J.N. Bhattacharya, Hindu Castes and Sects, p. 47.

U.N. Ghosal hnﬂisﬁ in Ipdiaun Higtory and Culture.

5 J. Brough, The Early ..r.anmm;u.algy_sxemgi.fmmang
gzg_gxg Cambridge, 1953, p. 6.

W W N e
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given at the endiof the paper. Marriage was not allowed among
.ihé'brahmanas belonging to the same gotra. ‘
We find mention of a number of gotras and pravaras in
- the epigraphs of this period in Orissa. The gotras mentioned

fin.the épigraphs are as_fellows:l Kidyapa, Sandilya, Janadha
Pafigéra, Pagéééra,,vétsa, Goutama, Kaudfika, Autathya, Jatu-
karqa; Kauqqinyét Krishndtreya, Bharadvéja, Vaéistha, Kautsa,
Ddovahi, Margalya, Agasti, Kipi¥jala, Rohitaka, Vidvamitra,
Uluka, G3rga, and Kumdra Hirita. The nurber of brﬁhmagaé having
Bhé:advﬁjaa and Kaéyapa3 gotras was larger than that of the
brahmanas of ény other gg&xﬁ in the epigraphs of the period.

It is significant that the eastern Gahgas, who ruled in

Kalinga (which is the region comprised by the present Srikakulam
and Ganjam diétricts) mention the gotras of the brihmanas con-

cerned in most of their charters without referring to the

4
© pravaras. Besldes, there are frequent deviations in those
, : 5

charters In respect of the pravaras of particular gotras. How

dig thése deviations arise? It is by no means c¢lear. Une

possibility ig loeal influence.

See the Chart at the end of the Paper.

2 | ;gz.d.t?é. 1NOSe. ?o, ?9 30’ 40’ 4?, 43, 55, 70, ?3’

3 Ibid., nos. 1, 3 10 15, 21, 26, 29, 41, 54, 61
6?’ 6’5, 68’ 7',7. ? ? ? ? 4 L] » ? 4

4 . égigé’ NOSey 6, 8’ 9’ 10’ 11, 16"18, ?1, 25, 29,

5 Ibid.,rnos. 2, 3, 13, 36(d), 58, 59.
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- ™M gtinctions were also made on the basis of the Vedas
- studied by the brZhmanas. Our insceription mention brahmanas
belonging to all the four Vedas.l As the chart given at the
end of this paper shows the majority of the brahmanas were
3 Yajurﬁgdin.g _The Samavedin compfiSGG’the second_;argegt group.

‘The number of those devoted to Rgveda was small still. We
have shown below'the affiliation of the different gotras to the

5
. -*qva ' _ Vatsa, Jatukarna, Kidyapas,
' : ~ Par@éara, Bharadva ja, Kaundinya,
Kausika, Rohitaka, Sén@ilya,
| Mangalya. )
' Rauthama " Kautsa, Vitsa, 53indilya, Krishna-
. treya, JAtukarpa, Bhiradvaja,
Kaundinya.
Vahvrcha _ quyahi, Bharadvi ja, Autathya,
Vasistha, Girga.
Ranayaniya Viatsa.
Maitriyaniya - Fapiifjala.
Gautama Kau$ika. ‘
Midhyandiga- | Kisyapa, Gautama, Mudgalya,
B Parasara, Bharadvaja.
- Madhyandina Kanva Kumdra Harita.

Again,'ﬁe:find_brahmaqas of different gcaranag, such as

1  B.1.,, XIV, p. 263; JBURS, IV, p. 169; E.I., IV, p. 5.

2 ‘See Chart nos., 6-10, 13, 14, 20-24, 30, 33, 34, 36-38,
4_0’ 41’ 47"50’ .53, 54, 56, 57, 61-63, 66, 71"73, 75“'77-
3 Ibid., nos. 2, 18, 26, 28, 31, 35, 36, 42, 52, 88, 74,

Ibid., nos. 11, 12, 23, 25, 32, 39, 67, 70.
See Chart.
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Va jasaneya, Chhdndoga, and Vahvrcha.
| The prefix.ﬁhagga wag commonly used in referring to a
bréhmaga'dufing this period.z & number of suffixes such as
Svémi, éamé, Dikshita, Ichiirya, Patra, and Upédhygwe‘re also

| used.3 The bréhmégés in Orissa no longer use the suffix 5vami.

All other suffixes continue to be ugsed. The prefixes and
suffiges used do not in themselves 1ndi§ate the rank and status

of the brahmanas of that period. | o

ROLE - TEACHER, PRIESTS, LANDOWNERS AND STATE

’ UFFICIALS

The main functions of the brahmanas as laid down in the
smritis, were the étudy and teaching of the Vedas and perfor-
mance of the religious rites.4 But our sources reveal that
bréhmaqas followed many vocations, both religious and secular
during this period in Orissa.

| We have reference of many brahmana schblars who were

quite famous duriﬁg this time. The Dharmalifige$§vara grant5 of

Devendravarman I mentions a royal preceptor Bhagavate Pattanga

§iv§ch§rya,'uho_was well versed in the Vedas, Vedingas, Itihasa,
, _ 6

Purﬁqa,and,ﬁyéyavidya. Purshottama Bhatta the best of poets

SGE th@ Chart .

1

2 Ibid., nos. 1, 13, 20, 22, 27, 28, 34, 39, 40, 45, 47.
3 Ibidg,

4 Kane,lgg. eit., p. 100.

5 3.N. Rajguru, Inseriptions of gxggga; Bhubanesvar,

1960’ VOl. II, ptc I’ pp. 8‘]2:
6 JASB, XI1I, p. 70.



- 19
 was another great scholar during the reign of Somavah$i king
| Udyotakééaxi,dated,the 10th century A.D. He had sound knowledge
éf Vedas, grammer, political science, poetry and logic. The
recorés of the Tunga dynasty (9th centuxy A.De.) Teveal that the
 villages weré full of vedic brihmanas, who used to study the
vedic literature and perform vedic sacrificles.l

Some brahmanas kept themselves engaged in the performance
of six-fold duéies; some others officiated as priests. We have
a numbef of copper plate grants made in favdur,of temples by
kings, vassals and other well to do persons. From the later
9art of the l?th century A.D. temple worship became widely preva-
lent in Orissaf It seems that with the popularity of temple
w&rship the temple priests (i.e. brihmanas) must_have become
very influential as-they received land donations.

In the Chicacole plate33 of Satyavarman (Cir. 10th
centﬁny A.D.) one Kamalasana Bhattaraka, who received the
Tarugrama, has been rentioned as a Devasthaniya, i.0. superin-
tendent of religious institutions. 1t seems that he was a
priést.. Again, the Markandesvara temple inSCription4 speaks of

Mirkandesvaradeva and Kondanathavaradeva as Pujiris (priest).

JBURS, XXXI, p. 70.

2 The temple of Jagannath at Purd (Cir. 1135 A.D. the
Lingara) temple of Bhubaneswar (Cir. 1060 A.D.) and the
temple of Konarka (Cir. 1250 A.D.) and so many other
temples were erected during this period.

I.4., vol. X1V, pp. 10-12,

4 S.N. Ra;!guru, ingeriptions of Orissa. Bhubaneswar,
' . 1960, vol. III, pt. I, p. 134,
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 From the Pillar inscription of Rallivalasa we know that one
M3dhava BhaQta vas the Bujari and !ﬁggxg.l The word 'vidu' is
still useé in the temple of Jagannatha, which was built by

. Chodagarniga after he capturedﬁﬂtkala.. Zﬁgn is also a title used
by the }?andﬁé' in the Lingaraj temple of Bhubaneswar. The
above evidences show that mény brﬁhmaqas officiated as priests
in temples.

- There were the family priests of the kingg and feudator-
ieé;}whc'hadvacquiréd considerable prcpérty and prestige on
account of théir‘positiqn, and the landgrants and other kinds
of gift made to them. In the Vigzagapatanam copper plate grant
éf the Géﬁga king Ananta Varman Cho@agaﬁga Deva the plrohita
(priest) occupiegs the first position in the list of state
‘officials. It is very likely that he enjoyed the highest status

~ among the state cff%cials.

: . . 4 ' ,
Madhyamar8ja and Dharmaraja of the Sailodbhava dynasty
performed the Mahavaifas, such as ASvamedha and Vajapeya, as

is evident frnmwtheir titles “Mahémakhya,Véjapayaévamedhavﬁ-
,bhrtha'Suanankrvarttita”. It seems that the piirohits of the
- kings stisted.in the'religiéﬁs sites of the Mahayalbas.
'f.As pointed out already, landgrants to brahmanas in

'»"Grissa are not so numerous before the 6th century A.D. From

N

Ibid., pt. II, p. 279,

I.A., XVIII, p. 169.
3 Rajguru, op. cit., pt. II, p. 202.
4 Ibid.
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the 8th centuzy A.D, onwards brahmanas from various parts of
‘the countfy ééme to Drissa; received landgrants and emerged as
landed iﬁtermediariés. Generally individual brahmanas were
granted iéhd, bﬁt sometimes they received it collectively, their
number varying from two to two hundred. In Cir. 790 A.D.
Subhakauadeva granted the village Komaparaka, Dandaki and Yoka
. to two hundred brahmanas.1 '

~ The period witnessed an increase in the number of land
owning brahmanas. ComparatIVely the brdhmanas received more
: landgranta than the temples. Some rulers of Bhagmakara and
'Imperial‘sanga dynasty donated lands to temples. But against
this:ﬁhe eastern Gangas, the Tuﬁgas, the Sulkis, the Bhatjas
mainly donated lands to.bréhmaqas.a - Thus, during this period,
br&hmanas»seem to haVe emerged as important intermediaries in
the land system of Orissa.

Cempar@d with the gecular feudatories of kinzs the
brﬁhmaga landowners were placed in a better position. The
brahmana donee was not expected to render military service to
his benifactor and rulgs were not expected to cancel the land-
grants, made earlier in the favour of brahmana donees. The
resumption of land would have been a great sin as 1s indicated by

: » 4
the imaporecatory versus invariably inserted in the grants.

EQ I. " XV’ ppo 1"180

OB W N e

JBORS, XXIX, p. 267. DISS
305.50954133
. Ibid. o ' — H7973 So
Ibfi'dv., XVII, pp. 104-8. mllllniiz%lﬂ!ﬂ"““'1[“1“

1;§}f.. 255
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 ’The bréh&aga beneficiaries enjoyed several other privi-

leges. Boyal soldiefs‘could not enter their’esgates.l' The
.doneesfwere.eiempted from the payment of taxes. The donees

were given control over fines accruing from ten offences.3
Besides they were eﬁpawered to‘collect.taxes from "the weavers,
covherds, éaﬁndhikas}and all other tenants and with the rivers,
| 1andihg-pléceé, ferry places, forests and hamlets being exempted
- from all imposts“.4 The brahmana donees were empowered to settle

. disp?tgs wvithin the donated areas. Evidently the brﬁhmapa
ﬁoneés énjoyed}judieial authority. In some cases the brahmanas
' were:authorized ﬁo awvard specific punishmeh% for various
offences. | |

All this gave the brahmana donee complete authority over
the land or village granted to them. Thus, the surrender of
these fiscal and administraﬁive rights to the brahmana donees
mﬁsf have'been a serious blow to the royal power, and as such
the practice écntribnted to the poéer and influence of the
brihmanas in Orissa. |
A1 though bréhmaqas ﬁainly.recelved landgrants for reli-

glous purposes, thére aré some cases which suggest that some

brahmana donees received land not on account of their varga but

JBORS, II, pp. 405-9.

3 B, Mishra, Orissa Under the Bhauma Kings. Calcutta,
| 1934, p. 32, =

‘00

Ibid-’ ppo 18"19.
E.l., XII, pp. 156-8,
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for segular purposes by virtue of their position in the feudal
| hieraréhy. The Somavahél ruler Mshabhavagupta II (1000-15 A.D.)
grantedfa village tolqégaka Raceho, the grandson oi»é Bhatta
brahmana, who had emigrated from Sravasti Mandala. That the
xﬁngka occupied a high place in the feudal hierafchy of this
ruler is evident from the list Eﬁlﬁl‘ﬁﬂﬂ&k& Bajnghza Rs jaballa-
‘hhﬁ'.ﬁin: who are addressed in this charter. Although it was
made on a religious oceasion at the time of a solar eclipse,
the title 1anaka attached to the name of the benericiany sug-
" gests that the donation may have something to do with his
administrative and military services as a vassal. Incidentally
 ‘-the grant shows that this title, originally applied only to the
vmembers 6f the ruling family, now caﬁe to be extended to the
ibréhmar’xa-vassals.a |
Brahmanas w§re also appointed as.ministers, during this
‘period, in Crissa. The Somavahéi ruler MahZbhavagupta I
(933-70 4.D.) granted four villages in Kosala by three land

charters to his brahmana Chief Ninister (_abasanﬂhlxlgxanin)

4
Sadharaga. Binapati was another brahmana Chief Minister of

- . 5
- the Ganga king R¥jaraja. Govinda and Vishnu, Chief Ministers
of the Ganga kings Anaigabhimadeva II and Anangabhimadeva I1II

B.I., III, no. 47, 1I, 28-42,
Ibid.,, II, 33-34.

Sharma, op. cit., p. 277.
E.I., III, no. 47, B, 11, 4-5.
JBORS, XII, pp. 147-9, |

T4 SN - S 7' B < S W
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- respectively were brahmanas.

Prom the K&libh@na platesp of MahZbhavagupta I Janame-
Jaya (Cir. ‘11th century A.D.) we know that the king is said to
have donateé‘a‘villagé‘namad Konnayilla in favour of Bhatta-
putra Davﬁ. It.is interesting to note that the brahmana donee~ 
is described as kiladesin. The word kZladesin seems to mean
an astrologer, who predicted good and bad times. It seems that
‘Devu was an astrologer attached to the king's court. Two
Bhaifja rulers of Kni jinga, both bréghers, each granted a village
to an astrologer in the second half of the 12th century A.D‘4
| The astrologer was a brahmana. The asfrologer must have occu-
pled a high status in the list of dignatories and may have
earned assignments from the Bhahjas of Khijinga for his services
in deciding suitable days and time for all activities of the
king. '

5

From the Kendupatna plates we know that the king 1s
said tc have made over lOO _gxlgag of land in favour of Bhima-
deva Sarman of Kagyapa gotra. Bhimadeva Sarman has been des-
cribed,as Xumgra Mahapatra in the first set of the plates, and

mentioned as Brihad-Kumgra Mahapatra in the second and third

1 H:K, Nahatab, ﬂ;g;g;z of Orissa. Lucknow, 1949,
VOIQ I,, P 28 .

I.H.Q.y XX, pp. 237-50.

Ibid.

B.I., XVIII, no. 29 I1I, 19-29.
B.I., XXVII1, no. 33, pp. 185-95,

N

L% LI~ S 4V
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set of plates. MahApitra means no doubt a minister and Kumara
¥anspatra, Iike|3hm§xa1gm§£13,'of the older records, a minister

of the rank of alﬁnmaza i.e. a prince of the royal blood. The
word _x"nag suggests that Bhimadeva Sarman was 2 ﬁgmaxa Mahapatra
of the foremost rank. N

The Allanpur copper plates records that the donee Hala-
yudha, a brahmana of the Vatsya gg;;a was the kganaﬂnznkﬂna
(treasurer). The Nagari copper plate of Anangabhimadeva speaks

of a recor&_keéper (sasanafad_lkaxln) named Gangadhara Arya of

Putimisha 2Zotra, who was paid two vatikag of land, out of the
fifty-six:gizlkéafof land which was made over to the brahmana

donee.. Aga1n, Allalanatha, a brahmana of the same gotra was
the head of fhe record department and was the writer of the
‘charﬁer.a ‘Thus, brahranas also held such posts as head of the
record department and writer of the charters.

Thus, not cnlyvthe brahmanas enjoyed a high status in the
social hierarchy they also played a very important role in the

body polities of Orlgsa, during the period‘under study.

The .Buling Dynasties
'rhg history of'Qrissa during the period under study
presents a confused pieture of several sets of ruling dynasties,

sone were independent ruiers and some feudatories nominally

1 B.I., XXXI,.pp, 17-24.
2 Ibida’ XVIII’ ho. 40, ppo 235"580
3 ivid., XV, no. 1, p. 3.
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acknowledging the authorivy of a superior ruler. The extent
of iheir dominions is quite uncertain, therefore the exaet
demarcations of boundaries for any of the kingdoms is a
highly complex task. [he lack of communications and the'natural
boundaries formed by the mountains as surh helped their sustenanre
~for a considerable period of time. The major dynasties ghich
ruled during ﬁhis period were the ééilodbhavas,the Bhaumakaras,
the Sulkis, the Nandas, the Tungas, the Bhafjas, the Somavam-
éIs and the Gatgas. Some of these dynasties were ~ontempora-
neous, |

It is generally assumed that the ruling dynasties of
this period were kshatriyas. However, the deslgnation of the
ruling dynasties as kshatriyas does not appear in any of the
inscriptions of Orissa during. this period. However, while
referring to the Purushottama Kshetra (i.e. Orissa) the Utkala
Khaggalof the Skanda Burana uses the word kshatriya for ruling
dynasties and enumerates the qualities of the kshatriya rulers.
The Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang also refers to the existence
of kshatriya rulers by stating that the ruler of Kosalé ( 1.e.,
a part of Orissa ) was a kshatriya.g While literary evid ences
speeifierally refer to the existenné of kshatriya rulers in Orissa,
the epigraphiecal evidenre does not throw murh light in this

regard.

Skanda Burina, Utkala Khanda, V1. 1¢-15.

2 Samuel, Beal, Buddhist derords of Lhe Western YWorld.
London, 19b6, Pe 209,
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The Sailodbhava dnyasty ruled from Circa A.U. 60G to
-73olin Kaﬁgodamaggala. I'he origin of this dynasty has been a
subject of controversy among scholars. The legend of their
origin, which seems to date back to the late 4th ecentury A.D.,
is kgowﬁ from several inseriptions of the 7th and 3th eenturies
A.u, ’ln one of their insecriptions the Mahendragiri mountain
is cailed the "family mountain” (Kn%a-gizi).s 1t is related
that Puiindasena, king of Kalinga, askéd the lord éiva to hand
over his rule to a younger successor., éiva granted this boon
to Pulindasenag and'§ailodbhava, the founder of the dynasty,
who appeared out of the cleft pleces of a rOckl(éila;aaka;a-
Udbbadi;? Both names, Pulindasena and gailodbhava, suggest a
vcribal'origin of this dynasty. Pulinda is the name of a well-~
known ancient tribe in central India.5 From his name it appears
that Pulindasena might have been a military chief (Sena) belong-
ing to this tribe. The name of his suec3$sor, ééilodbhava (1.e.
born from the mountain) indicates that he was able to leave the
. mountaineous fegion_and to nonquer the nuerlear area of Kaﬁgoda;

: 6
The Bhaumakara dynasty ruled from_ﬂirca A.D. 736 to 950

1 N. K. Sabu, Oriy3 Jitira ILtihBsa (Oriy3). Bhubaneswar,
1974, p. 246,

(B, 3., XXIX, p. 32,

JBOKS, XV1, p. 176.

Ibid., pp. 176-88.

B. ¢. Law, [ribes in Anniénn lndia. Poona, 1943, p. 174.

W. W. Hunter, ed. N. K. Sahu), A Hisuvory of Orissa.
Calcutta, 1906, vol. 11, p. 347,

o O b W N
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in Kafgoda and losali, whiech would roughly cover the adjolin-
ing areas of Cuttack, Ganjam, Purl and Balesore. We find
nearly twenty-five inscripcions issued by the Bhaumakara
kings. [lhe earlier kings oi‘this dénasby have stated that
they belonged.to the Bhauma or Kara family. 1t was ealled
Bhauma, beeause it claimed descent from Bhumi or earth. It
“was further designdted as Kacrus, for the names of all the
members of thié‘dynasty ended in Kara. 1In the view of R, D.
Sanerjia"mostprobably they (the Karas) also claimed deseent
from Naraka, like the early kings of Kimarupa®. There is
hardly any evidenece to.show-that the Bhadmakara dynasty of
Orissa was in any way connected with the Naraka dynasty of
KEmarupa, for it 1s stated in the Chaurdsl plate of §ivakara
that the Bhaumakara family emanated from amongst the people
of Utkala., Only a solitary member of this dynasty has used
‘the title Kedari or Sifha and on this basis A. P, Sah presumes
that the Kara kings belonged to the kshatpiya'caste.s However,

the argumenbfput-forwérd by Sah is not convineing in view

i B. Mishra, Orissa lUnder tha Bhanma Klnca Caleutta,
1934, p. 17.

1bid., pp. 1-18.
Eolo, vol. KV’ PP 1-18,
JBORS, X1V, pp. 292-306.

LI S S v

A, P, Sah, op. cit., p. 216,
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of the faet ﬁhas none of the members belonging to this dynasty
héve$claimed to be kshatriyas in any of the inSinptions. The
 2££§naa refer to several ancient ruling kshatriya fami%ies but
the name of the Bbauma family does not ocecur anywhere. The
yzahnn Buxﬁna refers to Mahendra Shauma along wich Kalifhga and
Mahishlika as being. 9rotected by Guha \or Guhas). fhese
'Bhaumas living in Mahendra hill may be-regardedvas the anéés-
 tors ofAtbeIBhaumas of‘Orissa. Furthermore, the argument is

‘ -strengthenéd by the réc: that the napital of this dynasty was
called Guhadevapigaka or Guhesvérapﬁgaka, apparently named after
Guha (or the Gghas; with Xhom the Bhaumas are assoeiated in the
Xishou Ennaga. B. Mishra rightly suggests that the Bhuyins,
nov inhabiting the northern hilly traects of Orissa are the
representatives of the Bhaumas and the word Bhuyan ~an be taken
as the varlant of Bhauma. Moreover, a certain class of people
'1iving to the south of the Mah®nadi river, call themselves
ﬂg%;-ygggg_tfamily spihng from the earth}‘;é All this glearly
suggesus a tribal origin of this dynasty.

1 0ited in Yadava, Sgclety «.. op. 2il.; pp. 36-37.

2 F. E. Pargiter, Dypasties of KaliAge, p. 54.
3 f. Cs Majumndar, ed., lhe Age of lmparial Kanaun].

Bombay, 1955, p. ©3.
4 Mishl‘a, O iS§a L 9_20 cj-to’ pp. 80"'81.
Ibid., Pe 82.
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- The éulki dynasty ruled in tbe.riverine territory of
the Dhenkanal-Taldier area of Kodilflaka Mandala at a time when
the Bhaumakaras were ruling in the ecoastal region.! 1t seems
very likely:that they acknowledgéd the suzerainby of;the
Bhaumakaras. .Ihough there are some ropper plate grants issued
by the rulersvof th&s dynasty, nothing; 1s said about thelr
fanily. The kings of this dynasty are said to have received
their kipgship:thrbugh the gra~e of the goddess Stambhesvari
(Pillar-goddess)f All kings of this dynasty eombined their
names with that of tgeir tutelary deity (e.z. Raqa-ﬁtambhé,
Ku%a~85ambha, ete.). The goddess Stambhesvari is not men-
tioned in ahy 6f the Puragas. Ihe goddess seems to bé 2 loeal
tribal deity. 'Ihé mention of Stambhesvarl as their tutelary
deity.agéih'indiéahes“tﬁaSmthg‘§u1k1 d&nasty deriﬁed from an
aboriginal gribal Stoék.a -
We notice another dynasty ruling over the territory
'1yihg4no the cifefdom of the Sulkls of the Dhankanal-Taloher

. _ . 5
area, they are known as the Tufgas. From the I'alcher plate

1 JBOAS, vol. 11, pp. 459,

2  B. Mishra, Dypastiesi... op. cit., pp. 29-30.

3 Hy thanks are due to Prof. Herman Kulke, Heidelberg, who
kindly allowed me to go through his unpublished manu-
seript, : .
pp‘\ 1'25.

4 E.IO’ mIV, ppo 91"1040

Mishra, Qrissa... gp. olb., p. 5i.
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of Sivakara 111, dated in the year 149 of the Bhaumakara era,
we know of a chief nalled Vinitatufiga who was subordinate of
the Bhaumakara king. From tie gnantsiof Gay5@acuﬁga,lwe learn
that he issued his.charters from the hill called Mahaparyata
situated in the XEmagértﬁmag@ala and that he belonged to the Tuhga
family of the §5q§ilya gotra haiiing from Hohitagiri, also that
he was the son of Solagauuﬁga and a descendant (probably grand-
son,; of Jaganatdﬁga. Thg dfshtrakuta kings used the titlevof
Tungs as their ~ognomen. .S. N. Rajguru is of the opinion that
the Tubga kings, who lived in Yimagartamandala in the provinee
of Ogra,smight have originally descended from the Rsshtrakuga
dynasty. But there is no evidence to support this view.

According to another scholar, the Tuhga dynasty was founded by

an indigenous ohief.4
The Nandas, another dynésty, also flourished during the
period under our study. They ruled over the Gordrama region;
Gondrama denotes Lhe ennire hiily traet extending from Bonai
and Bamra in the North up ég Jeypore in the Visakhépatnam dis-
triet in the Sbuch.s From the Jayapura copper platelgrant6

we learn that Jaydnanda was Handobhava-Yaifa-Sambhava and

Dhruvdnanda is dese~ribed as sri Manda-Kulam Vijakara Yanin.

l E.ll, XXKIV’g PP- 91-1040

2 The n3strakuta king Krishna 1ll's second name was Subha-
Turiga and his son was called Jagat Tunga.

3 Rajguru, op. oit., vol. 1V, p. 390,

4 Shama, Op. _Szitc’ Pe 274,

5 JBOKS, XVI, pp.462-3,

6 . Ibido’ pp. 457-720
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E Therefore, the rulers of this dynasty'simplyiclaimed to belong

to the Nanda-Vapda. Kaliﬁga was a part of the lmperial Magadha -

‘ durlng the Nandas, in the 4th century 3.,.,l which és borne out
1nd1rectly by 1ine 12 of the ﬁatigumpha inscription of Kharavela.
Harayana fripathyaargues that the Nandas or Nandodbhavas who

had the title of Ananda affixed to their name were nonnented

with the renawned Pgranin Nandas of Magadha, most probably from
the daughter'g side of the_latner.' Furthermer ¢ he argues that
"during the prosecucion of vhe latter (the Nandas of Magadha), a
svion of the family found shelter in the hilly traots of Kalinga
and that in course of time his sueccessors rose to power and
escablished a line of kings and kingdom at Jayapura".4 I'he argu-
ments put forward by Narayan Iripathy do not¢ seem convinelng.
However, if we arcept the view of Iripacthy that the Nandas or
Nandabhavas of dris;a were somehow or other related to the Nandas
of Magadha, they were not kshatriyas. ‘It-is well known that

the Fandas of ﬁégadhé are sald to be of sudra origin.s It is
very 11kely:thap the dynasty was founded by an indigenous chief
like the Tuﬁgas.f |

Séhu, op. ~it., p. 62,

184, L1V, pp. 479-8C.

JBOKS, X1V, pu. 457-72.

1big. \ ,
Kane, Hisg« Bh., vol. 11, part 1, p. 121,
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‘ Frbm a number of copper plate grants issued by the
Bhaﬁja rulers, we know that they eclalimed themselvas as bélong~
ing %o the Bh&ﬁja-rane and AndaJa-Xg&ﬁh.l 1t is explained in
‘_ greaser detail in Khiohing grant, whioh says that the founder
of che dynascy Virabhadra was born in the great gapovana at
Kotyasrama by breaking open a pea-hen's egg. TIhe Adi-Bhaifja
. 0f XKhiechinga claims descent from GanadaQQa Vi_rabhadra.3 The
Bhahjas of Mayufabhdﬁja as well as of Ganjam seem to have
:vvéneratad peacock whieh may have been their totem.
| A. P..Sah4baé expressed the possibility of the Bhdﬁjas
having claimeu a lunar origin. His view is based on a grant
of NégfahhaﬁBaVWhiah describes bim as the seion of drumariia-
gg%g. ‘A. P. Sah;pbints but that according to Sahdakalpadruma
@rumesvarafmeané<Qhandza, tbé-moén;' If the_term gzumgaxang
is taken as the éame as drumarija, the exprescsion dznmaxﬁ;a»ku%a
should stand for the lunar d,ynast::yr.-5 1t éeems that the Bhéﬁﬁas
also like the other ruling dynasties of Orissa had a tribal
‘origin, but later they clsimied a higher soeial status and des-

eribed themselves as descendants of tbe lunar line.

1 JBORS, 11, pp. 167—71; E.i., XI, no. 8.
2 E.l. K&X, no. 37, pp. 220-5.

3 Ibid. | |

4 A, P, Sahy 0p. cit., p. llo,

5 Albid. |

6  JiB, XXXIX, parc il, p. 3u3.
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1 P
The records of the Somavahfl dynasty state that they
belonged to the ggeat family of moon(ghardra). The Sirpur
stone inseription of the time of Mahééivagupta belongs to
an earlier period of this dynasty. This record gives us the

‘legendary aceount of the origin of the Somavadidi kings. It

says "there was the unequalled'cress~jewel of the lunar race whose

wealth was wonderful on earth.... He was indeed of manifold
virtues,'(agd; famous on the earth by the name of Chandra-
‘ 4
guptarija"™. 1Ibp their later inseriptions we find this dynasty
5

being mencioned as 'Soma Ku}a'. The Bahamani plates of king

Bharatabala, also deseribed them as belonging to Pﬁg@avaéVaﬁéé.

In the stone inscriytion of the Somavam€i king Nannaraja the
family is mentioned as_PKndava-Vaigh. The Somavaddi rulers had
matrimonial relations wichlthe kshatriya families of North

India. We learn from one inscription that the mother of Jalar-

juna MahAdivagupta was a princess of the Gupta family of Magadha.

1.A., vol, XV1I1, pp, 179-81.
‘E.d., vol. XI, p. 190. '
Ibid.

JASB, vol. 1, p. 124,

E.Q., X£VI1, p, 132,

Bhirata Kaumudi, part 1, p. 215,
JBOgS, vol, VI, p. 367;

N & U Ppd W N e
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Thus, ﬁaking inno-considefacion all the inseripsions found
in Méka%a, Kosala and Utkala regions, it can be inferred that
the Somavaﬁéi kings also called Paqgava-Vadgf cléimed origin
from the moon. Thus, the Somavahéi kings undoubtedly claimed
a kshatriya origin. '

- The Gangaslalso trace their origln to the moon. It
has been rightly suggestedzthan the Gangas of Orissa were the
: descendants of the Western Gargas, who were ruling in KolShala-
pura. Again, ﬁhe kings of this dynasty had matrimonial rela-
cionsawihh the Cholas, Ch8lukyas, Pallavas, Vaidumbas and Haih-
ayas, who were already recognized as kshatriyas during this
period; Aichough we do not know mus~h about the real antecedents
of the Gaﬁgas,vtheif.accainment of the kshatriya status during
thisvperiod'ié haédly in doubt.

Thus, ﬁoSt of the dynasties whiech ruled Orissa during
this period had a tribal background. One may even assert that
most of'the tribes inhabliting this region had belief in tote-:
mism, that is they ha& animals, plants or some other natural
objenrt such as a hill in spenrial veneration and trared their
desceni fromvsuch‘ﬁotemin objents. However, already in the

inseriptions ﬁe have evidence\of their allenation from their

1 JaSB, pt. 1, no. 2 (1896), Dp. 229~72 Ibigd.,
vol. LX1V, pp. 128-54; JABﬂb vol. 1, 'p. 44, "Por
further debails see S N. Rajguru's Hisngnz the
Gangas, Bhubaneswara, 1968, part 1, pp. -23

JAHRS ; vol. Vl, p. 214,
3 Ibid,
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tribe and their rise in social status. Their totemic past pro-
vided rich material for a fanciful interpretation of their
origin giving 1t a2 halo of the supevnatural, Marriage alliances
with the established kshatriya families of the times must have
further facilitated their rise,

The process of state formation which went on in Orissa
during this pertod provokeé interesting comparisons with the
situation prevéiling 1n.Central India in mediaeval times and
analysed by Surajit Sinha in hils 1lluminating article.1 Accord-
ing to Sinha the formation of tribal kingdoms started around
A.D, 12th century in Central India, Herman Kulke sets the date
to an earlier peéiod in case of 0rissa.2 In his view, small
‘kingdoms and principalities were scattered in Orissa stretchine
from the Bay of Bengal to the hilly hinterland from the eth to
the 11th and 12th centuries A.D. Subsequently the imperial
Gangas unified the tribal principalities at the beginning of the
13th century A.D. They provided a centralised staté, instead
of the tribasl principalities of the earlier pericd,

There were two dynasties which had clear kshatriya status,

the Gangas and the Somavahéis, and each of them claimed to be of

lunar race, If these dynasties had any tribal past our sources

1 Surjit Sinha, "State Formation and Rajput Myth in Tribal
Central India", Man in India, vol. 42, p. 3¢,

2 Herman Kulke, State Formation..., pp. 1-25.
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" do not give us'any indication of the faet, but in the ecasge
of ocher :uliﬁg:dyhascies cheir tribal origins are barely
3 dnguised:and tbey'éeem to have been;going‘chrough a prqcess

,of ksbatrlyi acian.,

- The Vaié?as |

| o The- insoripcional evidenoe showing the activiies of the

| vaidyas during_thevperiod under snuﬁy is very meagre. While
;referring‘to the Purushottama kshetra (1.e. Orissa) the Utkala
'Khadda of the Sianda EnnanalsaYs that agrieculture, trade

" and cattle rearing is -the reguiar means of livelihood for the
vaisyas. Furcher 1nformntion regarding the vaisyqs in Orissa

, 1s_ava11able-from some of the rharters of the Gapga rulers. TIhese
depiet somé‘vaié}as.gsimilitary ehief who renFived land grants

from kings. Avgrani‘of,ﬁadﬁukémafnava tells us that a xaié&a:
-agrahdra cOmp;ising three villages was granted to one vaiéya,
BErapa N§yaka,‘the,son Qf Manchi N&yaka, Vajrahasta 111 also granted
a village in favour of Gagapa:i Néyaka.s fhcugh this grant_does not
mention tbéfdonee as_a.iaié&a, én the analogy of tha previous grant
i¢ may bde &ssumed that Ganapati Nayaha was a vaié}a.4 1t shows that
the vaisyas alnc reoeived land grancs from ke king. JLhe title
'Nayaka' implles a milicary chief and 1t indicates thas at least |

- some valsyas also had millta:y funntions. 1t is likely that these
vaié}as :ecaived grants of viLlages elther as rewards for serviaes

’axanda Purfina, Utkala Khanda, Vi, 8-1l.
8. N. ﬂajguru’ ;-E' f‘it., VOlo ll’ part 1, Pe 176,

o 1918-19, Appendix A, no. 3
T iR e i v LETA PO ERE L I Y R

. Sharma’ .QQ'. ('ito’ po 165,

N u>povat
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already rendered or in anciniyacion of sunh services in times of

war or any ot her crises.

| - 16 is generally assumed that merchants belonged to the

. vaifya varga. Some of the landgrants of vhis period speak of mgr-

" ehants but do not‘term cham aéﬁvaié&as; The Khilor iIns~ription

(sana lu?&; namos Padulakatama as a rioh merchant (:Eggg) of Kalifga-

desa. 1t is ‘also stated in this .grant that Padalukatama pur~hased

a piece of land from a merchant {3aﬁhnfnnaja; of Khellaudesvara.

-WeA1earnffromvoné'iaSeripcionatﬁét a_marchant'(séﬂhnénnadhén) named

Jayadeva héde é-yézéetual lamp in favour of the God. We 2lso know

from anoﬁher;blate that a axgs&ﬁin named ﬁallaya dgnaced a pilere

_of land to brahmana.-*mhe-Bhubaneswara inseription of Righava (saka

1UB0) refers .to a sreshtin of Dasapura. it is generally heldsth~t

che snashhina were vaisyas, but we do not know whether the s3dhu

or sadhuuxaid mencione& above wers vaisyas or not. The insc:ip»ions

dc not tell us anything about the trade followed by these merch-nts.
The prevalenﬂe.of a nlosed wgraiian eronomy and the paunsity

- of ecolns during tﬁis pefiod‘suggests the decline_of trade and ~om-

) mérée. The vaisyds wvho were mainly .he trading elass apparencly

suffered a;setback and hence we do not have many referencés to them

in the inseriptions.

L ,
Sudras
'. fhe §taras formed the lowest strata in the soslal hierarn~hy.
Eol., XAV,no. 15, p.. 116-17.
Ibid. _
Beaay xxx, no. 28, pp. 158-61.
" Ibid., Aaklll, pp. lbo-s,
Ibia., XXX, no. 28, pp. 158-6l.
' S. P. Gupta, "I'wo Urbarigation in India: A Side Study in

G U oD N

rTheir Sceial Structure”, Eugabatcsva, no.7, 1974, pu. 53-55,
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| ”During‘tﬁe period of cur study, we do not find the use of the
word §ﬁdra in the eplgraghiecal sourres. Narada in~ludes the
kigasa (peasant; among those who are not fit to be examined as
 w1nnesses,? and this term has been interpreted as geferrinz to
the'gﬁdras by a sommentator of the 7th sentury A.D. Hsuan Tsang
" "says that the éﬁdras wele mainly agriculcurists,sa fanst further
V?corroborated-by Albarun?inearly four centuries 1ate£.4 I'he
Utkala Khanda of the Skanda Eunﬁnaswhile referrirg to the Puru-
shontama kshetra (i.e., Orissa, also talks of the Siidras in
:Lhis regian as being soft -spoken and having/religious bent of
mind. I¢ also says that out of their own ac~ord the sudras
serve the brihmaqas.ﬁ It does not, hOwever, give murh informa-
tion regarding their activities and speaks of them only in general
terms.,
ST - | 7
1t has been suggested that "the fourth yarpa of the £udras
- was, noc at all a homogeneous naste but a vast heterogeneous oom—

munity nomprising the majority of agrisultural labourers and petty

1 NAradaswrgd, 1, 181,

2 uCir, iit, 299,
-3 T, Watters, On Yuap Chuang's Lraveis in India. London,
' 1904’ VOI. I’ Pa lbg 'v ’
4 E. C. Sachau, ed., Alberuni's lndia Londbn, 191y, vol. 11,
© Pre 134‘50 ’ .
5 Skanda Euzana, Utkala Khanda, VI, 14-16.
6  1bid.

7 . Iadava’ QE: Qitc, P 684
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peasaﬁts,vareisans_and craf.smuen, and also some venders;.manual
workers, servants and attendants; and vhose following low
.accupations." .fhé éﬁdras who were conslcered sinilar to the
- slaves in the later vedic period had considerably improved
their status around 7th-8th enturies A-U-_ Some mediaeval
Bextlput the Vaié}as énd }he §ﬁdras .n the same order, a fanrt
corroborated by A:!.t»:arun:t.“g The fadras were allowed to resort
to the same voeation as that of the vaié?as and pursue’various
erafts., _Almcst_all the medleval nexts?allow a §ara to follow
the vosation of a vaidya.

We do get references to a number of or~upational groups
(1.e. artisans and eraftsmen) from the ins~ription during this
period in Orissa. [he Dhenkanal plate4of Tribhubanamah@devi
(Sﬁh century A.D., 1nforms‘us that the gueen granted a villare
named Kontaéaparﬁ to one 3hatta Jagadhara with the right of
coilentihg,addinional taxes, such as taxes from the weavers
(fantub&yajg cowherds (Gokuia), Saundhikas and all other tenants.
_Ehe Nagari platesof Anaﬁéabhimadeva 111 (1231 A.v., says that a
piece of land was also allotied to the I'Smgrasilpin (coppersmith)

- Mabénada,vwbo was-apyarehuly t he éngraver of the plate and

1 P. V. Kane, Hiswry of Rharmas4stras, vol. ii, part 1,
pp. 120"210

2 £. C. Sachau, ed., Alberuni's Lndia, London, 1910, vol.ii,
pPpe 134-5,

3 Kane, L‘.gﬁ’ ll, 1, Peis d0=21,
| 3. Mishra, Qrissa... op. o~it., p. 3C.
E-lo’ Xvill, no. 40,y PP. 235-H8,
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received a piene of land as fees. Again, from the same vlate

we éame to know & number of oceupational groups inhabiting an

Oriya township, su~h as a perfumer (Gidndhika,, a splitter of

wood (Pauakara,, a gcldsmith (Svarnakara) and a bragier (K&ndyika).

Also, the same plate informs us about t he sellers of betal

(Tambulika; named MahZnada, the florist named Manu, a Gaugika

named Mahﬁdeva, the milkman named Dhiru and Gabhi, the we;vers

named Nagu, the oilman named danu, the potter-named Arjuna,

and the fisherman (Kaivartta) named najl, Vosu and Padma. It

also speaks of a erafisman, 2 barer and a uasherman.3 This

interesting list of the people inhabiting an .Oriya township of

¢che thirteenth century s.v. throws considerable light on the

sorial stratification and specialization of rrafcs during this

period. | '
. _ , 4 |

The Kendupatana plave of Narasimha 11 (saka 1218) staies

that along with the donated iand four rent ?aying sub jents were

allotued to the éggggg. I'hey were Kumbhakara S&dhu, Gopia a

milkman, Kalo an ollman and Deval a potter. One of the striking

features'cf‘land'granhs was the transfer by the kings to the

donees of not only villages with various kinds of dues but also

of_weaVers (Tantuv&ya), brewers (Saundhika) rowherds (Gokuta) and

other subjerts*(?rakric}kah), as the Dhenkanal plate of Tribhu-

)
banamah3devi indicates. Lhis practice was not only followed by

1bid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

E.l., XXVI11, no. 33, pp. 191-b.
Ihy, XX

O W N R
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~ the Bhumakara fulers;but'aiso by their feudatories, the
Bhaﬁjas;anﬁ Bhe’Tuﬁgaszddring this period. Ihe assignmpnt of
land with weavers, brewers, cowherds, eteo. indicates restrie-~
'cions on the mobility of these people.
| Thus}the above-fa¢ts_show that in Orissa, during the
period undef atudy,'thare-were many oceupitional groups (i.e.
artisans aﬁd‘craftsmen). ‘According to the lawagivers of this
._ period Shey ocoupieé the scatus of the &Gdras.
o Thus ve' gec a’large nuabar of ocrupational groups among
g the sudras. ye,cannot say definitely when these groups orystal-
lized into enstes. Prcf; R+ 5. Sharma says that the "pronress
ﬁhiph led tc.the"guiﬁiplication of éﬁd?as caste vas the trans- ‘//
formatidb of craftsviﬁﬁd castes."4 Elaborating further he says
tba# the stagnanr~y in trade and nrommeree and the emergenre of
eraft guilds in the post~Gupta period led to sheir further loasalisa-
- ¢ion into closed groups in ﬁhe form of castes.5 It appears tha#

this process was going on in Grissa during the period under

scudy.
1 B. Mishra, Orissa..., op. ﬂit., P. 30.

2 XXV, noe 14, p. 1l,..
3 Quoted in B. N. S. Yadsva, Socleky and fulture in
- Borthern India in Che fwelfth Century, pp. 39-45,
4 R. S. Sharma, Soelal Change, op. cit., p. 18.

45'. ' Ibid. .
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 Some of the oOccupational groups were consid ered degraded
and wéie‘inciuded in the ecategory of annxajaa T'he Dharma-~-
sAstras refer to seven types of antyajas, such as the Baiaka
(washerman,, ~azmak§xa (worker in hides), Baga (dancer caste),
“g__gu (worker in bamboos; , Kaivarta (fisherman), meda and

".hgigla. ' HBowever, the inse~riptions in this period do not

menticn all the seven types of ankyajas, they only refer two
of them, the fisherman and the washerman in Orissa.
Nevertheless, some other sections of the sudras had a

general limpw vement in their condition.

Ké&asthé/xaraga
The rise of a ~ommunity of kAyasthas in Orissa, as

elsewhere, was due tc the frequent transfer of land by prinres
to priests and efficials. Ihe proaess-of transfer ne~essitated
the need of drafting and maintaining records and the kAyasthas
did nhisfwoék, while they wmainly served as seribes, they also
_ocnupied the post of oomaénders, ministers, etr, However, this
professlonal communicy of writers could not be fitted in the
varpa system. |

~ The first reference to the term kiyastha is found in the
Xginaxalha szznlA(c;r. lbb-dUb.A.u./_in the sense of a professional
class, while the minor Surisis of Vadavyasa and Usanas, whinrh

belong to the early medieval period have mentioned the kdyasthas

1 P. V. Kane, HPS, vol. 11, part 1, p. 7C.
2 Yajinayalks Smritl, 1. 336.
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as a caste. it has been rightly pointed out that from the
Zhd down t0 the 8th cencury A.L. the word kayastha was used as
:eferring to an official ticle or designacion throughout India
in books and epigraphs.z | | |

The kayasthas were serving mal nly as seribes and re~ord
keepers; the brahmanas on the other hand were the assignees. It
appéars that kKiyasthas must have caused ~onstant trouble to the
bfﬁhmagas. Hennre brahmaggnal literature generally shows them
in an unfavourable light.d

Cur swareces do not give us any indication of the varga

L status of the persons employed as kByasthas in Orissa. We do

have manykihstances where brahmagas and kshatriyas were recrgited
as kéyasthas in other parts of India during che same period.
- Iv appears nhat,unlike other parts of India, in Orissa the 4
kayas.has were not recruitvud from the brihmana zgggg,' The ins-
eriptions of this period do not mention c¢he gggg#pravara

of the k3yasthas. Agaln, the titles frequently used by the
brEhmagaé in this period such as Bhatta, Svamin, Sarma etn, have
"not been used by the kayasthas. Ihe meagre number of bréhmaqas

in Orissa and the migration of brahmanas from outside also

suggests that it was unlikely for the brahmanas to adopt the

1 P. V. Kane, HDS, vol. 11, part 1, p. 76.
2 -~ K. M. Shastri, "A comparative “tudy into the Orisin and

Status of the Kayasthas", Map ln. India, vol. X, 1, !931, p.'59
3 Rs S. Sharma, Social Change, gp. cit., pP. 1C.

4 Cited in 3. k. S. Yadav,op. cit., p. 52,
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pfofession of kﬁyasshas; 1t is more probable that the k&yasthas
~ were renruited from communities other than the brahmapas, sush
as the vaisyas and the Sudras. -

The formatlon of the kayasnbas in Orissa into a caste
by lbth—llth nentury A.p. is evidenc from the Dasapalla gran% of

*'Devananda. fhe above land grant states that the donee was a

"-_ kéyéscha named  Yasodatta. Bé is deseribed as Sattva-gehin,

1'.555§zagnadhaxa and kByastha. Again, the grant reveals that he
| was the sandhivigrahin (Minister for War and Peace, of king
Devananda 11l. His epithet kayastha bsre indicates his caste and
not his proféssion' fhus, the above evidence shows that a pro-
fessibnai c0mmdhiby of seribes crystallized into the raste of
vkayasthas.., | | |
The kayasnhas during thls perilod served as saribes as in
~ the case of Koighosa, who had written the Kalibhana nopperplate,
'In the sphere of;iearning and literature also the kayasthas were
. ip the fbrefrbﬁtf Tatﬁaganaraksita, a native of Orissa, who _
belonged té‘a family of phpsieians by prdfession and kiyastha by
caste, was a reputed professor of lantra 13 the Vikramasila Uni-

versity. during che period under our study .

'“Karaga‘

I'ne word_karaga also oecurs in our inscriptions. It.

' 2 - lhs.g, xx, pp. 237 -50. ,
-3 P. Bose, indian ﬂganhnxs ef Buddhist Enixazaln1a34 Madras 199"

PP. 2011,
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- has been held that kEyasiha is synonymous with karana.
To Yadava Prakashg also kayasuha and karana were synonyms'both
| meaniﬁg a scribe;& Again, the'kafaga-kﬁyascha constituted
' a separate sub-section of the kayasthas in Bengai.a The
karanas as well as the kiyasthas were usihg the same surnames
such as nakﬁa quite freQuennly in Orissa, during this period.
rhis suggests that the twdo were either synonymous or at least
the kara@as were a sub-sertion of the kayasthas, _

The karagas_in the beginning of the th rontury A.D. .

wére a professional group. I'he Neulpur grant of Subhikaradeva

(790 A.0., staces that the dutaka of the plate was_Mahiksa~
pataladhikarapa-adhikria Samudradatta. The word karana here
+ L3 2 &

refers.né ﬁhevoffice and not to the caste., But by the lGth

century A.D. the karana comgunity had already formed into a

caste. The Pettasara grant (1l(th century A.U.) states that

while making the grént the king orders and addresses the

rajanaka rilapubran, vishayapatl, dapdapisika ete. along with .
hrahmana -karana-purogBunivisi. Again, the plate of Silabhaifjakalasa

1 E. B. Cowell, Miscellanegus Essays by H. T. fo-Lebroke,
: : VOlo llg po l‘ﬁln ’

cited in Yadava, op. eit.,p. 52.
-Bhandankar;s List, no. 1828-29. |

B. Mishra, Qrissa..., op. cik., pPp. 1-17.
E.l., XXV11, no. 53, pp. 337-40.

Ibid., no. 44, pp. 2728, -

o v b W W



(losb eentury A.D.; speaks of hnﬁhmaqa~ka£a§a-nnxnzﬁmi;%;1
along with state officials. T'he mention of karaga along with
brﬁhméga indicates that the karaga-nommunity in Orissa had
already crystallized into a caste,

Frem a Puri inscriptionlwe learn that a person named
Suru was both the Commander kﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁani) as well as karana. Thus
~ the karanas also like the kadyasthas held high positions in the

state.,

1 Ibido, m,no. 34’ PPe 197"203.
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TFS EXISTENCE OF UNASSIMILATED GROUPS:
THE TRIB3S OF ORIGSA

V | 1
Urissa has the largest tribal population in the country.

The number of tribes found today in Urissa is 62‘8 Theseatribal
peoples form almost one-fourth of the state's population. The
coastal tracts have an insignificant proportion of tribal popu-
'lation’comparéd,to the mountainous and forested districts in the
interior. The north-eastern and the south-western part of the
state appear to be the real homeland of the tribal population.
today. Out of the 62 tribes in Orissa 25 tribes are enlisted
as ma jor tribes;‘they;are as follows: Kond, Gond, Santal, Saora,
Funda, Kolha, Shabar, Paroja, Bhottada, Bhuyan, Oracn, Kisan,
Bhuri ji, Bathudi, Kharia, Binjhal, Koya, Bhuriya, Kol, Sounti,
Gadaba, Ho, Juang Mundari; and Jatapu.4

Coﬁéentration of tribal population 1s mostly confined to
Konaput, Ganjam, Baud Khandamal, Sundergarh, Keonjhar and Mayur-
bhanj district3.5 The coastal region and the valley of the
main riVers'ﬁiz the Mahanadl and the Brahmanl are mostly devoid
of tribal population. '

The inseriptional evidences do not shed much light on the
activities of the tribal population during the period udder

' v . .
study in Orissa. The Savaras are mentioned in some of the

Census of India, 1961, vol. XII, Orissa, part V.A., p. 13.

1

2 Ibid., 11. .

3 Ibid., p. 13.

4 Ivid.y p. 11 (referred table).
5

Ibid., p. 17.
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."epigraghs. Gonds find mentipn indirectly only in a few inserip-
:tions.i'&gain these.inscriptions do not tell us anything about
their way of life. However the literary sources provide valu-
able infcrmatibn as regards the Savaras. o
 The term pleccha which finds mention in the literary
sources of our period includes the tribes in that category and
the tribal peoples were considered outside the pale of the
brahmaqical cqltura.; The literary sources contain stray
referenées}to‘the primitive 1ife, food and dress habits and
also.the anti-soéial activities of some of the aboriginal tribes,
the Bh;ilas, Pulindas and éévaras, etc.g The Utkala Khanda of
the_ﬁkanganﬁnxﬁgaa refers to an interesting story in which a
br%hmaga named Vidyﬁpati.visits a_éévara village in search of
the idol of.Nigamédhava; ‘The treatment meted out to him by
the éévaras and the description of their way of life give us
some idea of their culture. The account Shows that the é;varas
vere a patriarchal tribe which wvas headed by a male chief. The
Savaras spokp a tribal dialect and had different food habits.
They 1ived in mountainous argas and their way of 1ife presented
a contrast to those of the inhabitants of the township as
mentioned in this stony. ) |

. .
Une 1nscr1ption speaka of a SaVaramahattara. The title

Yadava, op. eit., p. 56.
Kathisarita Sigara, XIII, 39f.
. Skanda Purdpa, Utkala Khanda, VII, 80-95.

b W N

S-Né;iaiguru: __uuiﬂw of vrissa, II, part 1,
pe .
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hahattara suggZests that the Savara was a village headman or
'elder who helped in the villaae administratioh. The Narasingh-
pur charterl (11th centu:y AeDs) refers to a habitation of
avaras in. Airavattamandala. in an inscription of the early

12th century - it is statad that the founder of the Ganga dynasty,
Kamarnava, after his arrival in‘Kalinga, climbed to the
Mahendragiri mountainfand worshi pped Gokarnasvamfn. It further
says "out. of grace (Qrasa,aﬁ) the god bestowed on Kamarnava all
symbols of kingship (gamaraiva- ~-¢ihpa) who descended (a!ﬁ*&ixii)
from the mountgin, killed the chief of the Savara_tribe
(éa!axaﬁixla)‘and condﬁered Kalinga".? It shows that the
§évaras"ﬁere inhabiting the mountainous region of Mahendragiri
and their chiéf‘uas defeated by Kamarnava. Here we have corro-
boration of th§ literary sources with epigraphical evidence.

'quvéuiki kings viz Kulastawbha and Jayastambhadeva
,called'themSgiveé “Sgka}a-Gmndrama-dhinatha"»i,e., the supreme
lord over thefwhoie br'Gendrama.4 A King Jayasimha by name of
Jamagartﬁmandala called himself "Sakala Jondramddhipati® 1 Qs
the lord over the whole of uondrama.s The Jayapura gragt of

. Devanandadeva states that the king overpowered the whole of

'Ibid., v, 232,

f"S.N. Ra jguru; ﬁiﬁﬁgzz of th Qanggs Bhubanoswara,
- vol. I, p. 148

 Ibid. ,
JBORS, ‘11, p. 401.
Ibid., VI, p. 239,
Ibidi, XVI, pp. 457-72.

N
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_‘Gondrama in his prowess (Svavikramakranta Bamasta CGondrama).
;It appearé'that_the word 'Condrama’ referred to a place where
"pcssiblj the Gonds were inhabliting. HOQGVer we know little
abbut their ways of life, their soclal structure and other
aspecﬁs. - | .

:Heghave'already argued'earlierﬁthat pfobably the ééilo-
bhava dynasty'was feﬁnded by a member of the Pulinda tribe and
'Tfha Bhaﬁmakara d&nésty»was founded by a Bhuiyén.l If this line
of)argument'is accepéed, the process of kshatriaisétion wﬁs .’
obviously limited only to those kings and their families}and_
it did not éffect their tribal subjects significantly. Thus,
the process of assimilation of tribes in the brihmpical order
could havé been a limited one, affecting only a small section
of the tribe. o o

As regards the indoctrination andkintégration of these
tribal peoples 1hto the Hindu soclety, we can draw certain
inferences on the basis of our sources. We have a number of
inseriptions indicating that the brﬁhmagas wéra given land
donations in forested and moﬁntainous regions.2 This must_have
led to a process of accuituration and gradual assimilation of
tribal peopiés in the brahmanical soclety. The majority of
these must'héve been accommodated in the éﬁdra yarna. However,
those who did not take agriculture or resisted brahmagization
must have receded to mountainous areas where thelr descendants

are found to this day.

1 See_dﬂhap._-l-l,..p.. Swprapp-27-29

2 . B.I., XVIII, no. 29, 11, 16-22; JBORS, XVII, 11,
29-49, -
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The process of acculturation and assimilation of the
“tribal pecples have not completely wiped éut the strong tribal
roots of fhe<people of Urissa and even tbday many social and
religious customs érevalent in Urissa show thelr links with a
tribal bast. Several villages and townships stili retain their
tribal names.l Religious tribal gituals are still preserved
in religious tradition of Orissa. Thus, the tribal impact

on Orissan soeial 1life has a continuity down to the present.

1 Quoted in A.P, 8S3h, Life in Medigeval Oxégag. (Cir.
A.D. 600'1900)’ varan831’ 19 6’ PP, 137

2 Ibid.
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CUBDITIUN OF WOMEN

The data at our diéposél for a general study of the'
condition cf’ﬁomen,zﬂuring ﬁhe periéd under study, are scanty.
In view of this-fact, it is difficult to arrive at any defi-
_nite conclusion on the condition of women.

The Utkala Ehanda of the Skanda _nxana dealing with the
inhabitants cf Utkala (1.e. Orissa), approvingly describes the
nature and character of women and thereby throws gome light
on the values and norms accepted by eociety as regavrds women.
It saysl that.the women should be highly religious, shy, mild
and‘extfé&ply devoted taﬁardq their hﬁSband. Again, another
 1mportant quality which they pcssessed and the soclety presum-
ably approved was thelr chastlty.g Begldes this, there is no
other useful~11terany sourca on the . COnditionvof wonmen during
the period: under study in Orissa and we have to depend on the
meagre data available from contemporany inseription. Neverthe-
less, it is 1nteresting to note that although the duties of
'men differ according to their Varna, the Skapda Burina does
not make any distinctions in the condition of woman of difrerent
_Xa;ng and speakq of them in general terms. .Apparently women
ifunctloned within the domestic sphere from the point of view
- of this p”zang the ideal was the same for women of all ¥arnas.

g Accgrding to ancient.law~g1v¢rs women should never remain

i : ,kangg _nxgna Utkala Khanda, VI 6-7
2 Ibid.
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1 .
independenh. The gagghazgng,“,azma Sutra declares that women
"are almays dependent on men in all matters. In the childhood,
after narriage and in the old age they are to be guarded by “the
father, the husbqnd and the son regpectively. "The subordina-
tion of the female sex most probably stemmed from the fact that
they were'gcqnomicaliy dependent on the male members of their
family.; Hﬁyevéf, we 1aérn from a number of land charters that
~dur1ngv£his*period the queens were empowered t6 register land
-charters,with a‘éeal (;gnchhitg).g. Even wives of feudatorles
| and officials were informed of landgrants as can be gathered
fromjthe;use of the expression gvarodhajana (ladies»of the
harem probébly of the feudatories and officials) 1nvthe Soma-
va&§i'charter;a‘.?romlone.Bhubaneswar 1nscr1ption4 of 1170 A.D.
we know that the grant ofva pefpetual lamp in favour of Kirtti-
vasesvara'(éiva worshipped in the Lingaraja temple) was made

by a lady némed,FCdamadevi, apparehtiy»far the merrit of herself
and her parents. There are many more instances where women
are found‘to have'maée religious grants to temples and brahmanas
1ndependently. Thié may'suggest that at least women of the
fulihg families enjoyed some econbmic independence and privi-
leges._lwe have also so&e evidence of the participation of

women of royal families in the work of administration, especlally

1 Baud~bh~-8, 11, 52, Also, Manu. IX. 2-3. Quoted in
F.V, Kane Ss ﬁistoxy of Dharmasastrasg vol. II, pt. 1, p.77.
3 I.H.Q., XX, p. 239.

4 EcI-."XXX, noe. 28, PDb. 168-61.
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- in the kingdom of the Bhaumakaras. Usually we do not find
wention of the succession of a wife or daughter to the throne
of the_degeased king. 1f the deceased king had no male 1ssue

1t was a.practice that the chief queen often adopted a male
child who succeeded the throne. <Jometimes a.dead king's throne
passed to. his brother'é‘son or occasionally evén to a distant
relation. But the.recordsl of the Bhaumakara dynasty of
Orissa (8th C, to 10 C.A.D,) tell altogeiherAa different story.
e have the evidence of thé_fact that six queens adorned the

Bhaumakara throne in spite of the fact that adoption was not

- unknown to'this family.? Five of them were the wives of the
deceased kings énd one the daughter of a king and a ruling
queen. We do not came across such examples under other dynas-
ﬁies of Urissa, during this perlod.

From the Dhenkanal plate of Tribhuvana Mahidevis we
know that'the reign of an earlier queen of Urisgsa, named
GOSV§mini was remembered by the Bhaumakara subjects apparently
with approval and admiration. The Talcher plate4 informs us
that after the death of Kusumahara his mother Tribhuvana
Mahadevi became the ruler of the kingdom, but abdicated, in

favour of her granéson Logabhira (alias Shantikara II), when

the latter was grown up enough to bear the burden of government.

I.H.Q. XXI’ P 215.

D‘C'- Sircar, Studles in the Society and Adpinistration
Ag%i,ﬁl and Medieval Indin. Calcutta, 1967, vol. 1,

N

JBOR:J, VOIU II, ppc : 419‘27.

4 B. ¥ishra, ~1;§§g Upder the Bhauma Kingg. Calcutta,
1934, p, 32 .
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 Thé above-insc:@pﬁion has been taken to indicate that after
the death of Bhaumakara king Subhikara 11:,' his mother Tribhu-
vana Réhadeﬁi ruled the Ringdom for some years during the
‘minority of her son's son. Again, queen.Prithvi Mah3devi alias
Tribhuvana Kah3devi II, who issued her charters in the year
158; ascended the Bhaumakara throne with the assistance of her
father, the Somava&§1_king Mahaéivagupha Yajati V. The Bhauma-
kara throne was successively occupied by no less than four '
‘queens. The first gf the fouf ruling queens referred to above
was Gauri Mah3devi, wife of Subhakara V, the last known male
ﬁember of the Bhaumakara family. She was succeeded to the
Bhaumakara throne by her daughter Dandi Mhhﬁdevi.a We know
from a charter% that Dandi Mah&devl was succeeded by her step
mother Vakula ﬁahﬁdevi..-@ueen Vakula Mah3devi was succeeded
- by Dharma Néﬁﬁdnéi,s who was the wife of her husband's elder
brother.: In the prasent state of our knowledge we are unable
to say anything why none of the queens, who ruled successively
‘adopted a son. Probably, the rule of snccession in this
dynasty was not completely patriarchal.

 As regards the education of women during the period

under study, 1n Grissa, evidences are meagre. From the Trilingi

Ibid."',?*p)éa' ,

E. I, XXIX, p. 79 ££.
Mishra, op. gif., p. 57.
B.I., XXXVI, p. 307 £f.
Sircar, op. git., pp. 242-3,

RN T S R\
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vinscription of Devendra Varmana we know that a village named
Navatuld was granted to one PillaSarman along with his sister
P1llikisvafini. PillikEsvamini is being mentioned as a Brahma-
charin, uhich suggests that she vas ﬁell-versed in various
-subjécts. ‘Barring this ingeription, we do not have any other
evidence vhich can throw light on the educaticn of women. It
1s,v¢ny>1ikely that female membars of the royal family who were
gssoeiated4with the administration of the state must have been
educated, He ére'completely in the dark as regards the 11tera¢y
of womeﬁ belonging to the lower strata(of‘the gociety. It
séemﬁ'litéracy prEVailed only among the women of genteel gociety.

. The institution of 'Devadasis is linked with temple
worship. With the development of puraqic religion and the
regular wbrship'of éﬁiva and Vishnu and theit spoﬁses, there
arose great temples all over India, which is true of Orissa
_also. A number of inscriptionsz or Urissa, durlng the period
under study shows that many temples had Devadasi maidens in
 their service. As regards their recruitment, remuneration, etCey
'our sources are silent. ,

’The'géheral éffeet of'the institﬁtibn of “Devadééis" was
‘that the fame of the shrina was 1dentified not with the great-
ness of the dlety to whom 1t was dedicated, rather with the -

‘charm‘qf.his,voluptous attendanps_who attracted more pilgrims

1., I H Qa, XX, ppo pa?"'ﬁn
2 - JASB, VII, pP. 559-60 Ibid., XVI, 1897, pp. 11-23,
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than the diety. Though nowadays we do not find the 'Deva-
dasis' in témﬁles of Orissa, the 'éital-sagghif festival of
Sambalpu;'r;mindé'of the institution of 'Devadasis' which was
,well-esﬁablished‘during the period uvnder study.
| The sources at our disposal, i.e. literacy as well as
epigraphical, do not refer to the custom of satl or widow
burning. From the 7th century A.D. dnwards'éhé’custom of Sﬂzi
began to gain ground in some parts of India. We have sevegal
1nstances of widow burning in the royal families of Kashmir
and the regions of Rajasthan.4 However, in Orissa, we find
that two widows, Gauri Mahadevi and Dharma MahHdevi occupied
the Bhaumakara tﬁrone. vﬁlthougb we do not havVe enough data to
make a positive assertlion, it appears that attitude towards
~ women Qas more liberal in Orissa during this period. It is
‘likely that the ruling families with a tribal past had not
completely given up earlier tribal norms and practices. Hence,
although bréhﬁééic influence is unmi stakable women continued to

enjoy greater respeet“and authority during this period.

1 For example, 1t is a well-known fact that the 'Sital-,
- Sagthi' festival (the marriage of Siva-Parvati) which-
draws a large number of people to Sambalpur in the
month of May~June every year is not due to the greatness
attached to the diety, but because of the charms of the
dancing girl.

2 A.S. Altekar, Position of Yomen in Hindy ¢ _Lxlllzahign
'Banaras, 1938, pp. 148-9,

3 Rajatarangipi, V. 226-7. v
4 Rajasthan Through the Ages, p. 457. Quoted in B,N.S.

Yadav, Society and Culture ip Northern India
iﬂgliiﬁ Leaptury. Allahabad%n1973, p. 72, i She
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In tbe foregoing pages,.some agpects of the social 14fe
in Orissa from A.D, 800 to 1300 have been covered, Notwithstand.
ing the ﬁafallels'the society in Orissa had with other parts of
India in several respects, 1t had peculiarities of its own. The
focus is on the various groups forming the saciél fabric»of
Orissa, their interactions within themselves and with the out-
siders.

We have examined the varpga system and the extent to
———

.- which this system functioned in Orissa. We have also téied to

see whether the pattern of the ggggg system in Orissa d1iffered
from other_parts of India, B

The periqﬁ under study witnessed the growing influence
of the bréhmanical order over a gsemi-tribal society which was
slowly goiﬁgvthrough 2 phase of transition, The assimilation of
two d1fferent tyvpe‘s of socleties,the tribal as well as‘_ brahmani-
cal created a different soecinl strucﬁure in Opissa which was not
exactly a-r&¢11ea~6r the four-fold varpa system but contained
traces of tribal culture in several aspects;

As we have already seang.the society in Orissa c¢ame under
brahmanical inflwence around stﬁ-ﬁth centuries. A,D, and the
influence steadily grew up to 1éth~13th centuries A, D,, as a result
of the influx of tre bréhmanas from othsr parts of India at the
invitations of the rulers of Orissa, In this context, we can ask
as to why Sfﬁhmaqas came to Orissa notwithstanding the fact that
Orissa was then considered by them as an impure country. Pre-

sumably the competition amcng the growing brahmana population in
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other parts of Indis (mainly north India) may have led them to
seek an outlet in Crissa theh offered them status and position
under royal patronage, It also appears that after settling down
in Opissa, they must have tried to preach the yarpa ideclogy and
thus helped in brihmanizing the erstwhile tribal peoples; This
would élsb'legitimise tbeii étatus at the top of the social
Ihierarchy'iﬂ'the varpga éystem. “

In the actual operation of the varpga system during this
period, we have found some iﬁteresting features in the case of
Orissa. The br3hmanas, as in other parts of India, were at the
top of the social hierarchy and the next major group of signi-
fi@ancé were the various occupattonél groups (i.,e. artisans and
craftsmen) of the §idra status, forming the lowest strata in the
social hierafchy. The rulers in Orissa mostly had a tribal past
and in any case their number was limited. The 6&1§&aé similarly
formed a smail séction in the socliety and their functions were
mainly limited to trade, Thus, the main interaction in the
soclety was between the two sectioné, the highest and the lowest
in the social hierarchy, Groups of intermediary social status
being not significant could ﬁot play a major role ir the soclety.
This situation of 1nteréction in the soclety principally between
the two soclal grogps resembles the one described in the

<

Brhaddharma Purina (13th century A.,D.) It divided the society

into two major subdivisions, the brihmanas and the occupational

1 Brhaddharma Purana, III, 12-20.
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groups (i.e, artisans anc craftsﬁen), all described -as mixed
castes of the sudra status.l It did not mention about the
éxistence:of any intermediary social group between these two.

Tbe'brﬁbmagas in the period under study played an
important roie in giving legitimacy to the rulers, most of them
presumably of tribal origin, It is the brﬁhmaqical influence
- which facilitated the process of kshatriyaisation, the process
of improving the social status of the rulers of tribal origin
by justifying the disintegration of the tribal soclety and help-
inp the king and his kinsmen to rise above these tribesmen.
Further, although under the varpa system the brihmanas are sup- .
posed to remain engaged in the study and teaching of the vedas,
they by ocoupying important positions such as Ministers, dutaka,
writer of charters, ete., improved their worldly status, and thus
diluted the nmature of their functions as envisaged in the varya
theory, - |

The reference to vat§yas is very meagre‘in epigraphical
sources of the period, It was a period which witnessed the decline
of trade and commerce as evidenced by the paucity of coins, Thus,
the maiﬁ functions of the vaidyas were coﬁsequently restricted
and some velfyas who were unable to stick to the functions d~fined
in the yarpa system, began to seek alternmative scurces of liveli-
hood. We have already referrad to some vaiSyas serving as military

chiefs (NAyakas) and they received land domations from the rulers.

1 Ibid,
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T4

Thus, the valfyas who were unabie to subsist on trade and
commerce and had to join the royal militia,

In our eplgraphical sources the word 'sudra' does not
occur thougb literary sources do speak of them, A striking
feature of thevperiﬁd was_advancement of some sections of the
occupational groups (1.6. artisans and'craftsmen) then occupy-
ing the>status of §8dras according to. the law gibers of the
period, Also the perlod witnessed the narrowing down of éif.
ferences in functions as regards the - vaisyas and the $hdras,
with the g’Bdras perfbrming some of the functions assigned to the
vaisyas in the varpa system. Notwithstanding the upward»mqbl_
11ty of some sections of the §fidras, it appears that majority
of them were st1ll lowly placed., This 1s evident from their
relationshlp.ﬁith the brihmapas. The dominance of the brah-
manas even in the fleld of economy is evidenced from two situa-

. tions, The bfghmagas during this period wére empoweréd to collect
taxas, a fundtion beyond their jurisdiqtion in the yarps system.
Secondly along with land, weavers, cowherds, brewers and other
subjéctélwere transfefred to the brahmana donees, The domlnatiqn
}pf the bféhmagas over the sudras is clearly hanifest and the
majority of the éﬁdras continued to be under complete subjugation
of the brahmanas and the ruling classes. | | |

The process of transferrirg land to the brahmams led to
the emergence of a class of writers known as k@yasthas/karanas
during this period, The kgyasthas cfystallised into castes

afterwards., However, they could not be fitted within the frame-
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work of the varpa system. As they worked as the scribes and
kept the records of the assignments made to the brahmanas they
(kAyasthas) muét have troubled or may have coﬁe in confliet
with thé bréhmanas and consequently are deplicted in an unfavour-
able 1light in the br3hmanical literature of the pericd.

The period umder study saw the induction of the tribal
peoples in the brahmanical order. The land grants piven to
the brihmapas in the mountainous areas as is evident from the
inscriptions must have led to the aasimllatigﬁ of these tribal
peoples in the Hindu society. While many of them came under
the influence of the brahmanas, those who refused to be assi-
milflated were confined to the forested regions, Even today the
tribal influenqa has not been completely eliminated; these conti-
nve in certain religipué cué;ﬁhs and is also evident from the
names of certain villages and townships,

As regards the condition of women, we know more about
~ those of the roysl fémllies enjoying scme economic¢ independence
and privileges, There were also instances of women of the royal
families participating in the work of administration, especially
in the kingdom of the Bhaumakaras whers some widowé are found
as rulers. We do not come across the prevalence of the satl
system, In this period the tnstitution of Devadisis had been
well established, On the whole, the attitude towards women
was more liberal in this period. They seem to have enjoyed

respect and even limited authority.
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Gifts: land/village

GUi3h, PL A, pPp.1-17
(8th c@ntury AD.)
3. Mishra

of pasgents

Inseriptions . Donee Gotra Pravara School Purpose and
| occasion Remarks
1 "z a Y - G 7
1. The grant of Kulastambha' 3hatta Brih*“.‘ﬁiéyaya Three M‘thandiné. | - %hagta Iribaspati
045, 11, pp. 4&0-5 , , pati o gravaras axh had migrated from the
u.h ke Shastril . Ya jurveda - village of Iidhati
{(Cir. 7¢h-8th Century A.D., cf the middle country.
. It rerords the grant
of the viliage of
Jharahada in the
Coyillokhan61 of the
Squhaiotivalayﬁ
_ Mandala.
2, The grant of Jayastambha Vavana Sandilya Asica and Chandoga The donee had migrated
JBOKS, 11, Pr.405-9 > Devala garapa Kau- from Kol&¥ea., 1t
. H.H.¢. Shastri ) | thama $3kh3 - records the grant of the
(Cir. 8th Century A.u; : village of Chandrapura
in the Konkula Khanda of
the Goilla Vishaya"df
. . - Kodalaka sandala
3. The grant of Jayastambha dsivaka kaé&apa laidbruva - on the occa=- The donee had migrated
P2. 409-12 sion of a from Mut3vasu
. . solar eclipse
4, The grant of Jayastambha Goboarahuti Jajnadha gargya - - 3
Deva Sarma citra- rParagara ?e 86038 t? have migrated
vpe 4l2-17 diksita notynablane naned
Dastipada
5. PNeulpur plate of Subha- 200 brah- - - - For the reli- Ttre village KomapHhiraka
karadeva manas glous merits in PAneala Vishaya and the

villages Dandanki and Yoka
in the Vubhvudaya Vishaya
in rYorthern Tosall wore
Franieg to 200 gr'hmqngs
of different gotr2s an
caranas. Usndank] and
Yoka were r~ombined 28 one
villare urder the name of
Solagpurz.

Yomap n~ka has been
identicied with Fup-ri in
the B~lesore distklcet.
Pineala~Vishaya has been
identified with Pancamala
pergenra in the 31lasore
distriet. Solanspura has
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8.

10.

Ll.

Tekkall Plates of

Indravarnan ,
E.la, XVIII’ ppc 307"11
Dr E. Hultzch

(mir. 8th Century A.D.)

Goutaml Plates of
Irdravaraan .
Eult’ XXIV,_pPolaﬁ?a
K. G+ Goswaml

(Cir. 8th Century A.D,

Bdakhemundl Plates of
Javavarmadena

1.B.¢, vol. X111,

PP. 489-93

B, Mishra

(Cir. 8th Century A.b)

Kamanad®¥2pur plates of
Jayavarasan

u“dJQ VOl- VI'I‘ n0. 2,
Pr‘. 83“86

S. N. dajguru

. (Cir. Bcb'cennunyvﬁ-bi

.Badakhemundi Plates of

Jayavarmadeva

Euddo, Xx111, pp.361-3
S. N. Ch&kravarty

(Cir. 8th Contury A.0.)

Purl Plates of Indra-
varman

E.li’ VOl. Klv, pp.360—3
G. Ramdas

(Cir, 8th Century A.D) . .

Skandadarman

Vinayakaéér-

man and ...
Sarman

Sri Nannata
Mahattara

g
Vishnusarzan

,
Sivagarman

3havadatta-
sarma

S&qqilya

Parddara
' Vafigtha
- and hagva

Kaufika /

Va jaseneya
Carang

Vi jasaneya

Carags

Va jasaneya

- 'carana
Kagve S&khJ

V4 Jasaneya

L

Véjﬁsaneya

Caraga

Rigveda

~inecrease of

Solar eclipse
and for the

the spiritual

werit of (my)
mother

Solar eclipse

¥or the ipcr-
eage Of the
merit of our
mOvher, father
ami relatives

lnstallation
of the God
Guneshwara
Bha&faraka

i

been ldentified with
Solanapura on the north
rank of the Vaitarani
neaer Jajpur. ‘ubbyudaya
has beep identified with
Jaghuadl about 15 miles
northeast of Jajpur,

Ihe majority of popula~
tion of Solanapura is
formed by the brahmanas
even today.

It records the granﬁ of a

- piece of land in the
~ - village of Tunganna whirh

may be identified with the

. village Turgam near

TekkAll

- The village Salavanika

was made over Lo the
donee

The village in question

whirh was made ovdr to the
donee was ealled Kala-
sasringa .

{he village called Bhasandi
wvas made in favour of the
donee. The village
dhasanda ecan be 1dentified
with the village Bhasunda

"in the Badakhemundl faluk

of Ganjsm Districet

The inseription records th
grant of a village called
Bhusunda, which has been
identified with a village
of the same name situated
in the 3adakhemundl Taluk
of the GanjJam District

The village of 3hukkukupa
in Kurakarastra - Vishaya
wrs made over to the donee
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(Cir. 9th Century A.D.)

Scmasarma and
Kusana Saraa

merit of pa-

rents and of
ourselves

____ Z 3 7 5 g 7

12, The grant of Jayasimha Mahendri Swaml Auatathya Kigveda - The grant registers the

JB0us, 11, pp.417-19 and . -grant of the villave of
K.H.P,. Shastri Skanda Swaml Karyatl
(Cir. 8th-9th Century A.D) | ,

13, Bisamgiri Plates of  Bhattaputra Jitukarqa Vagigtha Vdjasaneya Increase of A_.plece of land in the
1ndranarman Yakshaswami _and aga - merit of villag e Amenasringa was
B.1, X1X, ppe 134-7 sarman Jasukarna Kanza parents and made over to the donee
T. C. Ratha s8kha self .

(Cir. 8th-9th Century A.D)

14, Doud Place of Nettabhenja Madhavasvami  P&rddara - Vijasanaya For the merit The villsp Laundaka was

J3043, vol. XVI1, pp.li4- Carapf of the de- made over to the donee.
18 ' Kanva ceased queen It hasg been identified
3. Mishra | §3kha Basatade®l = with Ramudi in Hindol

{(Cir. 8th Century A.uU.) . Taluk,

15. Kumerakela Chanter of Manoratha Ki&dyapa Garga, - Kartika- fwo villa-es made over to
Satrubbanja and Narayana Apanya, Sukla - the donee: ware namely
JBOuS, vol. II, Adgirasa Dvadari Kumarpkela and Jaintanpura.
pp. 429-35 A The villazes have been
8.C. Majumdar identified with J2namaira
(Cir. 9th Century A.D) and Kumanakall respectively.

oo The donees were immigrants
from Vangakuti.

16, Santaboamali Plate of Adityasarman, Kaundinya - - Solar 1t records the grant of
Nandavarma Hatrshrman ¢ eclipse the villa,e of Cikkhall
JAHAS, vol. II, pp.185-9 and Durgga- grama in Phareyabhukti

Golre = 221 sfrman
S. K. Rajguru
(Cir. 9th Century A.D, g
. ingesvara Place Vishnisom-~ Pera@sara - - The occa- The ipssriptions rerord the

17. g?aﬁﬁzicgsarma ’ chgrya sion of the zift of the village Talatt-
Jubnd, vol. I, pis. 111 »ift wvas a hena situs.ed in the
and IV, pp. 271-76 warriage Vishaya of Kroshtuka. tbg

LG.ﬁ.-204) ceremony Donee hailed from Srngatika-
S. I's dajguru (Kanya Dan) agrahoa in the K3marupa
(Cir. 3th Century a..) ' Vishaya.

18. “hicanole Plai s of .

Devendravarman gggigizﬁiiarma' Krshoitreya - Chhdndoga  For the in- It records the gramt of the
5.1.5 111, BE. 13¢~-4 Sivaserma, Garana cri?gg of the village of Poppangika in
br é.'guztioh) Vishnusarma, reli.lous Saravtamba of Kroshtrukavartani

The village Poppangika may
be identified with Poppangzi
in the Sirkakulam Distrint.
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(9th Century A.u.;
3. Mishra

of éigvada

1 2 3 4 5 — 6 7
' 19. Dharmalingesvara Plate Bhagavata - - - Religious merits It _records the grant of the
of Devend%avgrman\ Patariza of parents village of Haduvaka whinh
JABRS, vol. 11, pp.275-6 Sivdchirya may be identified with
lc.E - 18d) ' | Adava in the Parlakimedi
S. N. Rajsurua Taluk of the fanjam
(Cir. 9th Century A.D) ‘ _ Distriet
2¢. Dhenkkanal Plate of Tri- Bhatta Jagad- Bharadvija Argirasa, Vdjasaneya The object of The document registers the
bhuvana Mahadevi dhara Varhaspa- carana the gift was gift of the village Konti-
. QUL3K, Pl.G, pr.23=-31 tya and anva to bring down spaws in. tte Olarsama vishaya
(9th Century A.D) Bi.&radvd ja §3akh§ the rain in Togsali. Kontasapara
B. Bisghra has been ldentiflied with
Kantdpara in the Cuttnck
Distriet
2l1. Two Ganga grants from Vishnudar- Goutama - VX jasaneya - It records the gift of
Gan jam 5 man garana the land_named Svalpa-~
Oihd, VI, part 11, kalanjara khanda-kshetra
pp. 82-90 ’ of the Bhasindh village in
(Cir. 9th Century A.D the Samantabhukti. The
S. N. Rajguru village 3HAs&nda has been
identified with Bh8sanda
village situated in the
Badakhimundi Taluk of
Ganjam District
2nd. Narayana- KTgyapa - vd jasaneya - We do not find the men-
sarma carana tion of either village/
land, which was donated in
favour of the donee. Pro-
bably it was in the same
village (3hasand village)
mentloned in the 1lst
_ pPlate.
22, Pettasara grant of Bhatt : - .
Nettabhanja Kes§§:rdra 8baradva ja %g%éig:gfa VIjesaneya - It records the ~rant of the
El, XXVI1, no. 53, tya Pa- carana village called Pettassra
pp. 337~40 in Mandidda-lishaya
C. C. Dasgupta '
(Cir. 9th Century A.D)
2d. Chaurasi Plate of Jalubhatca - Vaisv a
Sivakaradeva v a- Micrak°th4: - The village vuvrada in ¢
COT3K Pl. B, pp.8-9 nara khila §8kiE & n the

Anvaruda vishaya in

Dakshina losali was granted
to the dones

The village Vavrada hag
been identifi ed with Bhuhu-
ruda about ten miles north-
east of ruri. Antaruda has
been identified with Antarodha,
a pergenna in the Sadar sub-
divisi on of Puri
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4, -of Netri- Golasarma Kausika Aghamer- V4 jasaneya - It recovrds the ggant of

24 3223%2 Flace © : - Bhovada Vdtsa sana, VigvA- garan the village Ragagga wgégh
E.I., XVIII, DP.293-5 mitra Kanva has been identified uit
Rai Bahadur Hiralal Iryarsi gaKhi Rottongo in the Diugsi .
(Cir.9th Century A.0., (Bh&Trgava, Taluk of Ganjlam Distrie

Jamadag -
nya

25. Trilingl inscription Pillasar- Vagiggha - B&hvrea:d . - The donees of the grant
of %evgndravarman man, and  83kh3 of were a brother and a

G.E - 192 Pillikag=- Rigveda sistar{_who were residents

1By, XX, pp.232-6 vamini - of Kalingapura situated
teuki 30 Bhneney a0 tn fhe Siserter (et
(Cirl 9th Century ’ - Navatula which was granted
to the donees has been
identified with the hamlet
Nautala situated about six
.miles to the southwest of

Parlakimedi .

26, Sonpur Plates of Krsna K&8yapa Tryarsa S3maveda Akshya~ The village Milupadi was
Satru Bhanja . ' - fritiya granted in favour of the
Eolo, VOl' XI, Pln donee ' o
Nno. 8’ ppo 99"‘101 .

B. C. Majumdar
(Cir. 9th Century A.D)

2'7. Badakhemundl Plates of Bhattapu~- Vista Five-fold - - The village Vajgode of the
Bhupendravarman : tra Mani- (Pancharishi) : Khaluga-khagga-vishaya
E.l., XXI11, pp.265-7 kadeva was made over to the donee
S. N. Chakravarsy
(Cir. 9th Century A.D)

28. Sanakhemundi Plate of Bhattaputra Vdsta Aurva, Chhando- Solar . The village Tanarada was
Indravarman _ Durgakhandi - Bhrigu, ga cara eclipse made over to the donee
E.l,, XXIII, pp.78-80 ' Cyavana, §§Qayan¥ya ‘ _

F. N. Chattacharya Apnuvan, 8akh3
(Cir. 9th Century A.D) Jamadgni ‘

9. Kamanalinaksapura - A -

Plates of Samanta- §§§;§g“a Kasyapa - Va'jasaneya = - The village Badaribhashthi
varman ~ | carana vas made in favour of the
OHaJ, vol. V11, no.2, _ donee

pp082“860

(8.N. Rajguru)
(Cir. 9th Century A.D)
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30. Dhanantara Plate of Govinda- Bhiradvaja - Vajasaneya For the in- The village Vatagrama was
Samantavarman darman | earana crsase of made over to the donee
E.1., XV, pp. 275-8 » the merit of ~
T. C. Ratha parents and
(Cir. 9th Century A.D) self

31, Copper Plates of Skandasarma @ Kautsa - Chhdndoga © & T OThelvillage Talamula was-
i1ndravarman and Lalita- carana -~ made over to the donees.
1.A, vol. X111, darma ' ¢ o
PP.123-4
d« F. Fleet
(Cir. 9th Century A.D) _

32. S8idhantam Plate of Tampara- Udovahi - Vahvrecha - The village named
D:vendravarpan ‘ Sarmadiksita carana of Siddharthaka was granted
B.I.g vol, X111, Kfigveda to the donee

- PPe 212~16 *
G. Ramdas
(Cir, 9th Century A.D) ,

33. Palajhadi Plates of Bhattaputra  Vitsa Pancharishi §§nva Visuva~- The village cnlled Pada-
Ranak Jayavarmadeva Padma Maha- : o §3kha - Samkranti lasrnga was made in
.1, XX111, pp.267-9 patra ‘ favour of the donee
S. B. Chakravarty
(Cir. 9th Century A.Dj

34, Dharakota Plate of Bhatta MEBngalya Angirasa V& jesaneya - ‘The ~harter re~ords the
Subhakaradeva A Ndrayana (aurvva and carapa gift of the villare
Ousidn, P1.F, PP.21-22 - Savarnnasa * ~undafa in Jayakitaka
(9Lh *Cencury 4.D) has been visfiaya of Kangoda
B. Mishra menticned Mandala in Southern

as Anu- Tosali. The rillage
bPravaras) gundafa seems to be identl-
~eal’ith nundrivadd sbout
ten miles north west of -
the he-daquarters of
Dharakota Taluk.
/,
3hatta Deva- Kausika Viswamit - vgjasanya - The gift villa
. . ge Gungaja .
kantha ru_(ﬂudﬂlxagargng was received by botgqtbe
anu Deva=- . donees.
ratva have '
been men-
tioned as
Anu-Pra-

varas)
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L (3] 2
4 5 _ .
- _For lipcreas- The donee was granted
Maitravaru~ Chhdndogs ‘vg the merits the village of Vakratentuld
na and carana »f our parenis which has been identified
vadistha and ourselves, with 3anatentily near
v e gg gﬁs 2a§§n0n Sonpur. He is an emi.
the Oonag rant © Y
ie visva Sam- o o0 from Bagha,
o;2nti :
& kr',} , )
: 7;;' The villags Vak~vedda was
Anirasa, authama et _—=. -~ £granted to brihmspis, I
j Amdarishs  s8khI of has been identifidq wigh
{ ano Yau- Samaveda 3 {) = tinkavira near Sonpur
van.sva ) ;4:,::}. _ ‘,_:;57..____1*\“ / . i )
= e LY R A
3EVN  aanasa  hADVE {/@@\7‘5(/
o ”?Enuprava- g8kna of ' ,>x
Z> pa-Syawasya) Yajurveda v
-, . " A g
Angirasa sdnva S3kna 5
(Apuprava- Of fajur- S e
ra Barhas-  veda
patya
5y - . - - ‘&,v’ ° -
ldhmavaha Kapva gakha o -
(Anugravara of Yajur- . , b 5
Chylvana)®  veda /. \
Audala, E&nva FOFin©e38>  Tbr village Pasitala was
Devaraga £akhs ing the serits granted in favour of the ..
and_Viévid- of parens ‘~doneas whioch has been
~mltTa and oursel- identified with Pointala
ves near lolangir
Vs «\
-
/
r‘f .
Gautama, V& jasaneya -
Aﬁéirasa, carana d T?: giélzgetiatgllama was
Autatthya  Nldhyndina gran he dones.
) ‘ﬂkhx This has been identified
i S8Kna L with 3a86ima in Bargarh
). Tehsilcqof Sambalpur dis-
"

triot,

—a
B

v 3
=R S
[ S

.

':‘il



71

N — ) 4 5 5
| o , S .

39. Gaintala Flates of Bhatsaputra vitsa Bhargava, gﬁhrgcha : The village called Rishi-
Janame jaya Mahabha« sri"Tiku , chyavana, Akha rama was granted in
vagupta : . Apnuvan, avour of the doneae.

delos - 17 - . Aurea and The donee migrated from
OHad, vol., X1, no. 3, Yamadagni the village of Saluvi
PP+ 192.87 - {ipupravara, situated in Madhya
S. N. Rajguru Yamadagni, Desha and resident of
{Cir. 942 4.D.) Aurva, Apn- Lapusoddagramz in hoscola
‘ uvan, Chya=- Desa
vana ang
. Bhargava)

40. Chandwar Plates of Bhatta Ma- Bhifiradvaja Barhaspat- VA jasaneya The vil.aze of sandd
Janame jaya Mahabuava=- hatfama ya and garapa and Alanda were donated
gupta SadhGrana Angirasa to the doneo. Here the

Y. - 31 * donee is gaid to have
inscriptions of Orissa migrated from Takari.
vol, 1V, no. 23, The villare Rand& has been
pp. 138-44 identified with modern
8. 8. dajguru Renda ne~r 3olangir
(Cir, 856 A .D,) .
41. Ratna Museum Plates 8ri Kama- Rﬁg%apa Kﬁ§§apa- Va jesaneya A plot of land in the
of Mahasivaguypta deva VAt sa cars village of Tnlakailia
RoXe « 8 " Raidhruva nadhyan- was made in favour of
1.0., vol., IV, no. 27, dina g3khk the donce, The village
PP. 167-75 has been identified with
(Cir, 968 A.b.) modern ‘elagais in the
| _ ‘ . Rolangir distriast

42, cuttack Plauves of 3ri Sanxki- Se.iraavija Atigirasa, Cht.3ndoza

Mahaslvagupta Yayati a,ani VErhasga=- eara Thne villagze ezlled

He¥e 9 tya and - hauthana “hand~grana was made over

1.0, vo. iV, no. 28 Bh%radyBia  gdkha to the donee, wvho wis a

Pire 1L70=-83 resldent of Silabhanjis-

8. Re najguru patdl in the Odra Countrye.

(Cir. 96Y A.l.) fhe villeze in cuestion

. Chandagrama has been
identified uith wocern
Crandgan, 32 siles south-
. east of Cuttack

43, Bibirna Charter of Funuari«- Sharadva ja Afigirasa, - The plates re~ord the

Hahas&vagupta Yaynati kasarma ‘ Varhaspat - gift of the village of
Rel.- 16 Dikshica ya and _ Nibinna, which has been
Bd., X1, pp. 95-98 Bhdradvdja 1dentified with modern

3.C. Bazumdar
(Cilr. 975 A.D.)

Libina in Bergarh
Tehsil
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48, Almand Flate of Ananta- Sridhara- kaué&ka - V& jasaneya - The village Medela&a was
varman bhatta ‘ garana mode in favcur of the
k.l., vol. 111, pp.l?~21‘ . * donee -
B. Hultzsh _
(Cir.lotn Century A.b;
49, Plates of Shilabbanja Lumvadeva Kaundinya Kaupdinya, Va jasaneya - 1% reglsters the village
Tribhuvana Ralasa ' M ¢ vadistha, garana of Deuladda in the
E.l, XXvil, no. 44, Aaitrﬁ?a- Kanva éﬁkha Salvada vishays was gran-
Pr. 272-78 runa of ted in favcur of the
D. €. 8irear la jurveda donee
(Cir.10th Century A.D.)
50, Ganjam grant of Vidya- Purandara Rohitaka Rohitas -~ Va jasaneya - The village Manhhada-
dharabhanja , taka Vidva- g¢arana grima was made'in
‘E.l. vol. XVIII, mitra . favour of the donee. The
PPe 296-08 - village has already been
Ral Bahadur Hiralal " i{dentified
(cir,.iuth Century A.v.j
51. Angul Plate of Dharma Bhatta Art- Sandilya Varhaspacya, - - It resgislers the zift of
#ahadevi tihara e Yamadagni the villare of Pesala.
0GBk, P1.K, Pp.52-566 and The donee immlgrated from
(1oth Century A.D; Devalya - K218%cha
B, Mighra
52. Dashpala Plave of Padmakara Krsntraya - AtTeya, Chh3ndoga - it registers the grant
sfanabhanja Archanavasa, garana of the village Hasti-
J30a5, voll. 11, 8avasma Kauthama lenda
PPe 269-73 : gakha ' i
3enoytosh Bhattacharya
(Cir. 10th Century A.Uj
53. Ganjam Plase of Dandi Dhavala vidvinit- Devarata hanva Jankranti 1t records the gift of cthe
dahadevi . ra (sudala g8Khg villa;e of Vilvz in Purvva
Ou<3n, Fl. L, py‘57-58 has beon Khanda of the Varada
(loth Ceptury A.v.; menvion- khanﬁa vishaya in Kanigoda
8. Mishra ed as \nu andala. Vilvagrima has
Pravara) been identified with
Jalgan’'in Athzgarb taluk
of Ganiam, The donee was
an immigrant from Ven-
. gipataka
54, Ganjam Plate of Dandi 3hatta K3syapa K&éyapa, Vajaseneya - The villare Rasambha in
Mahadevi Purushot - Avatsara carapa the Arttanl vishaya of
OUTIBK, Pl.M, p.59 tama ard Lai~- Kapgva Fangoda Mandala in
(lyth Century A.D dhruva dakha Dakshina Tosala was

3. Mighra

granted to the donee
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44, Patna Plates of Mahodadhl kaudika Devarata,  (joutama P The village of Deladell
- Mahasivagupta Yayati . vAugala égggg s was made over to the
Rele = 24 Visvimicra donee which has been

1.0., vol, 1V, no. 3u, ldentlfied with modern

PP. 190-95 ' Dedil, a f+v mliles from
- 8. H. Rajguru the Tel river 1in the

(Cir. 984 A.D,) @ Bolangir discriet

45, Mahakosala histori- Son of a Aﬁ;igjala, vadigoha Maltra- Simha~- The village named Linjtira-
cal soclety plates of Bhatta Bri- e Janiya Sankranti o grams was made in favour
Hahabhavagupta hmana named sdkha . of the donee. Linjira

Retoe « 11 Chakra- ' may be identified with
l.0.4 vol. 1V, no, 33, dhara nodern Lin}ira near

Pr. 212-17 Saranzgagarh., The donee
§. N. Rajgura was an immigrant from

(Cir. 999 A.v.) Madhya Desga

46, Ghumsur grant of Indradeva Vatsa Iryarsa - For the 1t registers the grant
Letribhanja and (3hargava, merits of of the villaze of Mach-
JAa3, vol, VI (1837) Aditya- - Chivana parents hodarli. It has heen

pPy. 667-7¢ deva and and identifled with M¥=2-hhua
James Prinsep Jamadag - himself jungle in D=ghpolls,
(Cir. i¢uh Century A.J) nya) ten miles northeast of
Pashpall~.

47, The grant of gdanasta- Bhatta - - V3 josan- With a view The irs~ription records
mbha Sudarsana - eya to the in-~ the prant of the villare
J3045, 11, pp.396-400 ~airana ~rease of of Kolgponka in the M

(luth Century A.u) y

selioP. Bhastri

nerlt of fa-
ther, mother
and self,
wich a view
wisae ¥4luldo
sacrifires
@uy be offer-
eg¢ Lo men,
wQasy guests
jrahmanas, and
Gurus, and a1lso
both with a
view that flre
offerings, re-~
citacion of

the vedas, re-
pétition of
auscverities

nay be per-
petuated,

Kodalaka Mandala. The

donse was probably a loeal
& brihpimas there is no

mention of his residence
ana piace 0f samigracion.
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55. Kumurang Plate of
Dandi Mahadevi

QUL3K, Pl. N, pp.6u-67

{1¢th Cantury A..y
B. Mishra

58, Two grants from Dasa=-
palla
hol» KX].A, nO. 26'
Pr.183-99
L7« 8ircar
{(Cir. 10th Century A..)

 Ravika

 Kaka,

Dugada,
Vankullsy
Valvova
lgvara,
3arvva
deva and
Vanga~-
svara

Bhatva Aja-
pala’ ‘

Kauéika

3h@rad~-
vija

waudgalya

Audalya,

Vigvani-

tra and

vagvarita

V& jusaneya
2L Y

Kanva

dauha

Va jasaneya
A

ﬁadhgandina

Saxna

The donee Purushottama
made over half of the
village to davika.

davika was not a relative
(brether)hof Purushottama
basause the gotra of
Purusbmttama'fgﬂﬁﬁgkapa
and that of savika is
Kaufika. Of the losnli-
ties mentioned in this
plate, only Rasambhd ecan
he identified with Rambha
in the Eballkot~ Taluk
‘of the Caniam Distrint,

The dorument registers
the gift of the villacze
Famntsaranapari in the Khiding

garaha Kafgoda Mafdala in south-

vishaya|/ ern Tosali;" The villare

in the Lamntasara 1s probably
identical with Ghanta-
sila, the find -spet whinh
is about 5 miles west of
the Zhilika lake., ¥Khidin-
grabara can be identifiea
with Khedajhari which 1is
about 10 miles norih-wesi .
of the find-spot.

The original home of the
donee's family is stated
to have been Bhattagrama -
Khaduvavalll in Madhya
Desa. But he was settled
in a loeality called
Zantosa Madhava.

The inseription re~ords
the grant of the village
of Konkira in the Pas~hima
Khanda in the Ramalava- -
vishaya
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A Z 3 -4 ) Z
- {Plave 1) :

57 Kalibhana "Ps of Bhagta raradara vid1sgha, va jasaneya 1t registers the grant of
Jahabhavagupta Putra Sakgsj and gcarapa the village enlled Jambu~-
Janama Jaya Govinda=- Parasarya Yadhyandina grima wvhis~h was situated
(degnal Year =6) son of gakhg in the Vishaya Pota. Jumbu=-
ih,, XX, PP. 237-50 : Bhatta grame is very probably the
J.C. 8ircar & P. C. sath Putra same 28 mad ern Jamgaon

Konda
(Place 2)
(fir. 1uth Century 4.l Bhatta Bhattaputra Dovu has been
: : Pucrd des~ribed as K3ladesin. The
Deva wora ikiladesin seems to mean
' an astrologer who ipdicated
good and bad time. 1t is not
improbable that Levu was an
nstrologer auttached to the
king's n~ourt.
The ehar.er records the grant
of the village called Konnayilla
irants of Gayadatunga 3hatta Bhai- Jacukarma Vaéiqqha Chhandoga 1t records the grant of the
bed o ASXIV no, 15, pp.91~ .nadeva son * (The J&tu- cargag villace of Svalpa-komapl.
G4 ' ’ of Gokula karuna Kauthana The donee is further des-
te 7, 8ircar Deva goLra pra- gikha eribed as hailirg from a
Lir. 10th Century A.D, varas, i.e. Iraivedya (i.e., Trivedin)
Jagsukarna, family residing at a3 plane
Vasistta rzlled Sriechratra
ani Atri,
but here we
find men-
cion of
.aglistha
only, B}
: & ¥ - - .
g:ggrsggaxlaue of Levan 3rShuaga Uluka paryarisi (The

pedo AaVil, no., 81,

e 32:)"30

J. 7, Sirear

(Cir. 10th Centuay A.D.,

Kula Deva-
pala Bhatta

Wwore rarya-

cisl secus to

De a mistake
for panchar-
sheya refer-
ring Lo the

five rravaras

attachedg to

the sotra. 1t

should be

pointeu out

The villa-e T lamunr whi~h wns
granted in frvour of the donee
rannot he stisfastorily identi-
fied. The donee or rather his
family is said to have oriczi-
nally hailed from i{adha and

was living at 3 ,lace wrose
name ended with ‘'vord' rFura.
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3 Ge iéajumdal‘
(Cir.acth-11th Contury)

i S - = " X
that the gotra-
pravara~iiiban-
dhakadamba renro-
ghigses only three -
Pravaras for
the Uluka 50~
i.e.,
ala, Dova-
r8ta and Visg-
wamitra).
6C. Grancs of Gaj’adatunga Bhatzga- : &auéika Three Pravarags = -ahattapucra PFdo belonged
B, KLKIV, no. 185, putra (The ilausika to 1 family halling from
pPre. 91-1C4 Pado gotra has three Ahirhehbhatra (Modern
D.2. 8irecar : * vravaras 1.6, dnm Wagar in the Bareily
‘Asiatic Soclety Plaue Visw3nitra, Distriet of U,.F,) and was
(Cir, lOth Century A.D) baarata and a resident of Shagtagrama
Audala) msalled Kusuva in O éra
' Vishya
It reglisters the zift
of the village called Jono
which has been identifi ed
with rhorakota in Paliahara
61, Talcher Plate Mo, 2 Bhatta- Kishyapa Avatsara and Kanya Deva§armana belong-~d to a
puwra Kaidbrgva (The 53kha family halling from the
(Cir. 10th Century sy Devagar- three fr.va- of Shattagrama called Muthautha
mana ras of the Yajurveda in ¥>rendra Mandala (i.e.,
: n&¥hyapa, Ava- . North Bengal) &nd was a
tsara and resident of the 3hattagrama
kKalahruva, ~alled Salvara in Odra
: Vishaya \Orissa)
3kagga Vatsya Pravaras Kanva
rutra of the gakhg
Vasudeva five sages, of
i.e 3h&ra- rajur-
- gva, “hyi- veda
vana, Aurvy
and Jauga=-
gnya
82, 3inghara Place of Vohe hﬁﬁ?apa_ Va~helhaya <2 Jurveda l. records the rrant of tto
danabhanda L.aidhruva villi.e Binghora in frvour
J30:i45, vol. 11, of the dopec, Ghe vill:ge
Poe 48L-86, has been 1dent1fied with

dJuperz
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68.
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kudopali Plates of
Mahabhavagupta
“.Y - 13
1.0-, v°14.m Iv’ n0.37
S. N. Hajguru
(Cir. 1001 A.0.)

Orissa State tiuseum
FPlates of Mahasiva~
gupta Yayati 1l

A‘w . -

pp. 159-66
(Cir. 1005 AWD.)

Khandapara Plates of
Mabasivagupta Dharma-
ratha
iioic - 11 .
1.0., vol. 1V, no. 334
PP. 28CA-Z28(F

8, N. Rajgura

(Cir. 10612 A.D.)

Jatesinga and Dungri
Plates of Mahasivagupta
Yayati
L{QX - 3
1.0., VOlo 1"’ HO- 34’
(Cir. 1427 A.b.)

warsin_bgur Charcer of
Layovakesarl, s.i-4
J30u3, vol., Avil,

PPe 1=24
3e M13ma
(Circ 1,64 Aeite

dntnagir Plaves of
Somavamsi Karna
ean =
\:‘JUX{S, vol. AVI,
pp.206
Rarayan Iripathi
(Cir. 1091 A.U.)

Bhagpa-
putri

Sri N8
rayana

8ri Kako

sana Sri
Abhimanyu

Svarodayi
Sri Yass-
kara

¥
T

sri suankara
sermy and
* lalab:adras

Udayamati
and
his azons

hauqdigya

Kaué&ka

K&dyvapa

raradara

Kasyapa

Mitra-

V&L&'&IQ\B

Iririsi

| Iryarsha

Atreya

eyasishi

AN
L4
4

E\;ﬁ'\

Kanvg
£33 ha
of

Ya jurveda

algveua
-

{fula
Sansxrantsi

The villapge 2alled Loisars
wvas made in favour {f the
donee, which has be
1dentif1ea with moietn
Loisera in 3argash Tihsil.
The donee was nan immirant
from H2stipada

The village called Kudikulo-
Khandakshetra was made\in
favour of the donee. o
donee was an emigrant o the
village of Likhadiya of
Sravasti \“

Y

This inseription records t
grant of a village ealled\
Shilligrama in favour of
the donee :

Two villages named Vrlhat-
Bhusayl and Mananjiamur® were
granted in favour of the
donee. The donee was an
immigrant of Fastipada of
¥adhya Desa

Lthe villice nontnlind: wis
made in favour of the donees.
The villaze has boen identi-
fied with mo ern L:ntllo in
Khandpara. Fe was zn ilnmi-
grant from Falasa in Tiva-
bhukti-iandala. Palasa may
be identified with the
mouarn Palasa in Srikakulaa
Diaﬁl‘icfi- ’

fhe villaze Konagr'ma was
made in Cavour of the donee
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69. Khandadell Ipserip- Ranch- Sandilya Sandilya - The grant was 1t records the grant of
tion of Ranabhanja ' chhi . . made in hon- tho village Bonula or
JBosS, vol. 1V, pp.172.7 our of Maha-  Bontala whinh has beon
M. M. Haraprasad Shaatri deva-Bhapta- lidontifled with Bontala

(Cir. llch Century A.D) raka (Lord
Siva)

70. Arang Plates of Harisvami 3haradvaja - gbrigha - The villaze of Vatapallika
Bhimasena 11 : Bappasvani was made in favcur of the
£.1ey X, pp.342-45 donee
Hiralal
(cir. 1lth Century A.U)

71. A single copper plate Abhabbak-~ . Kumara- Pancharisa Hadhya~ - The village of Varavuda-
1nsnr§pc10n from Kelga ara Sarman, Harita nélna- gragm was made in favour
i.0.4 vol., 1V, no, 43, son of * Kanva of the donee

. pp. 276-80 Udayakara 4axha

72. Sonpur Plates of Bhattaputra Kumira- Pancharisi MEdhya- - Two villages namely
Kumara Somesvaradeva Udayakara, Harita ndina- Gudhavamala and Kianha-
E.d., X11, py. 237-42 Bhattaputra ’ KAnva pura were made in favour
8. C! Majumdar  Bhavakara $Axh3 of the donees
(Cir. 1l1th Century A.D) (brother of

23. T Udayakara)

. Taspaik r - -
poopaliers grant of Sridhara BhBradvaja Afgirasa M&ahya- - The village I3spaikera
J304S, vol. 11, pp. 1@7- Virhaspatya ng dlna situated in Ttrapalli
77 §8kha Vishaya was made over to
3. C. Majumdar the donee. Though the
(Cir. 11th Century A.D) Utrapalll vish~ya has
been 1dentified with
Utrapali, the villare
Tos,ulzer. has noOe
_ yet heen identified.

74. Cutta~k plates of Maha- dggaka sri szudisa Visvami- Chhan=- Solar The village called
btava :upta Shimsratha Rishho tra, Deva~- doga eclipse Gangas inirilligrima was
Lebey 111, pw. 350-09 rita and earaing grant~d %o she donee.
br klest audala sautbama It has been identifkd

(Cir. 1llch Cuntury A.4y

§3kha

with Galgzma in largarb
subdivision in ithe
Sandalpur distriet. Here
the donee has been uesn-
rises .3 a ddnasa, vrobably
he re~rived the village

as a rewarc for his servire
in the caparity of a
quaka .




79

o

13w

i

-

4 5 +7
75. Antigram Plate of Jagaddh- Budrad - Afgirasa,  Madhygn- _ _J
Yasabhanja ara vaja varhaspa-- dina sakha - It records the prant of the
B.l., vol, %Vill, ‘ tya and of - village Komayana which can
Pre 298-89 BhAradvaja Yajurveda be identified with Komoma in
Rai Rahadur Hiralal the Uhhatrapur raluk of the
(Cir. 12th Century A.J; Ganjam District :
76, Antigrama Plates Jaya% Sri Jaga~ 'Bgﬁxad- - -Mé&hyggA - - 1t registers the gift of the
bhanja Deva : dhara vaja dina gakha village idenagarada situated
bad., X1X, no. 5, at the centre, of the provinees
Pie 41-45 h Khinjaliyagada vishaya
Taninicharana sat
Cir, ' A.D; The village Rengarada has
(61r.12ch Gentuzy . been identified with modern
' Gereda in the Ghumsur Taluk
77. Kendupatna Plates of Bhimadeva~- K§§§aya | K&é&aya5 Kﬁhya §ékh§ B " The land measuring hundred
: Rarasimha 11 ' ' sarman Avatsara of vacikas granzed to the donee
Sets 1I and 111 and Naildh- Ya jurveda Brhimadevasarman of several
Saka - 1217 ‘ruva

B.oio, XXV111, no. 33
Pre. 185-956
B, . Bircar

(13th Century A.u,

plots in diffarr-nt villages
namely Vahalagrama, %andha-
grama, Khadlng=2grama 2and
9h~>mdapida. The donee 3hima-
devasarmin has been des~rihed
as EKumara Mahapatra in the
first set of the plates, and
menticnec¢ 23 Srihzi-Kumara-
Mahapauira in the secord and
third set of plates. The
title sugzests that the donee
was 1 minister of the fore-
nost rank
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