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India is predominantly an agrarion society and’
her poople depend mainly on sgriculture for their live-
1ibood. A syctematic study of agravrian sccial strocture
is of great. ismportacce bocsuse of inequalitics in rural
Indto in terms of oumnhip. control and use of land,
naﬁce,,uﬁ'naaé ﬁo(unéarntand agrarian relotioos in ier&u
of groups which hﬁ?ﬁlbﬁﬁn engoged in sgriculture, the
structure of values and normns of society.

: Bitoille* says that %the sociologlist is not
connéknad privarily with intere-personal hittarcncu; a
sach. BHis ooin convern 18 with the systematic differeonces
which exist between aggregates of individualse.” He
draws our attention to the conclusion reached by ungsco?
gtudice thot %thore is no difference betwoen two groups
in their pattern of native intelligence. And that the
division of the world into the whito and dark races

£, Beteille, A. (1975)¢ Ineguglity gpd Soclg
Oxford University Press, Deihie2, p.Q2.

2. UNESCO (1956): The ost )
‘ Pariss; According to Dahrendorf, one of the mocio~
logical approsches is that the ifnequalities are
inhsrent in the conditions of human existance.
Dahrendorf, R. (1969)s "0n the Origin of Ineguality

Among Men®, Int Socipgl Ineguglity: Sslected Reade
ings, Bateille A.{ed.) Penguln Books Ltd.,
Harmsondeworth, pup. 16-44,




eorresponded roughly with the divigion fnto economically
advanced and backward countries.®

fherefore, it ssems from the sociological poiwd
of view that the stully of agrarian relations is moinly
oconcernod with certais dbastic structural phenomens such as
oless, oaste, stnotuy and power which are social faots
found to exist in all societies,” And thess facts vary
from sveiety to saazety‘in.th$ii mturs, For example,
hersditery @ntouchability and permanent segrezation of |

groups are the products of caste systen,

The above montioned festures of Himlau society are
ﬁnlqneg because in no other country these features (caste,
untouchability, ssgragotion of one section of village
population) are found to exist to this sxtent, Even in
- those societies wiere population is seggregated on the
basis of rooe (Southern states of U.S5.A., Sonth Africa,
Bhodesia) the notion of purity-pollution is otlnor. limited
application. For instanoo, a bleck nén say be a Cook in
& white man's houschold., In thess socistios the purity-
pollnitou\nntson is wore specific and limited. Whereas

5 Durkheimvwrites: "They are social facts to the extent
that they exist indepsndently of what individuals
think or feel about them and in the sense that they
cannot be chonied according to the will and pleasurs

of individuals®s Durkheiv, E, (1950): The Rg%g& of
cial al Method, Trans, S.A. Solovay and d.t

ellor and ¥,G.,Callin (ed.), Chicago Unlvurtity?rros-.
Chicago. ppe 1=46, -




in Infla, horeditary choracteristics are so mailntoined
bocauso of .the oasto system which has born of Hindu
religion, A person's sae&ai position is given accords
ing to his or her caste, Theore 16 no ploce for change
of such acribed stotus.  Therofore, oven 1f an untouchae
ble, iamproves bis eeomﬁto 'psaisttion, his ritual status
recains lov as lhng as the caste rules are obsé,n’redd
There is no escape frow those choracteristics, since

' the vhole mné ﬁyer&m within a ritual fraomeworik,

So the incqualities 0f Indien society may be
studiod at tws lovels, nocely, materinl and ideological
{casto) nopects of 1t. Dumount writes ®Caste is not
werely an arrangecent of groups whioh are ranked high
and low, but it is also a system of values in which the

_idea of hierarchy cccupies a pivotal pnmtio’n.ﬁ‘ Thus,
we woy have to view the caste not only in terms of
guantitative epproach, but also in terms of qualitative
approach. And their relations counld be viewed subjectie
vely and objeotively as the menifestations which arise
from di fferent contoxts or situations.

Lo

'Y Muﬁi, hﬁisz(ﬂ?ﬂ)z' gg_{n;__%gml%g%g_g the
, Caste System apd its implications, ¥eidenfeld
and Nevcolson, London, p. 37.



Besides intensive studies on cast§ 1tnes, thore
are also studies bnsod on various faotors such as olass,
pover and styles of life, Acaurding to soms studies;.
coste is not the only basis of socianl stratification
in.tnﬁ&ae For instonco, in the writings of Gnnzya.s
'Euttanﬁ and others socivereligious and ritnalistic
considerations ore held as main fool of social stratie
tication (caste hierarchy).

In the analysis of caste stratification Kroeber!
aud Weber® have observed that caste 1s an extreme form
ot u;aéa ant of stratification. ayrdalg says that caste
as an extrems form of absclutely rigid class in which
frasedon of mnvemaht between group 16 not percissibdle.

Srintvaaia and Dubc“ bave observed that polliution-
purity &s the busis of caste hierarchy and this governs

5. ﬁhnryt @.5.(1948)3 |
' Ghurye &.S.it?E&} 3T *cenpation,

Popular Book Dopot, Boabay.

6. Hotton, J.M.(1963): W 1ts Nature,

' Function and Origin, ¥. Pross, Hombday.

7 Kroebur, A.L.(1930)s "Caste®, Enoyclopaedig
Social Soiences, Machuilan Co., New York,pp.O3ke5

8 Webor, M.(4968)3 2&%5¥g;gg%gg_g§;;g§;gp Sociolo

’ of Bi&ﬂuinm and Bud ree Press, New Yorkaay

9. Myrdal, G.{1944)s Ag;;ggg&ggghg%;gggga The Negre
Problea and Modern nemgcraey. farper and\non,
New York. pp. 667-688, Ny

10, Srinivas, sw.(ws&msom Oierarchical Aapactn oz
' Caste”, 1In: So ¥estoer '1,6 jal ¢ olog
13, pp.117-14G3 Srinivas
Society Among the Goergaof

11, Dnbi, e‘s.(xss;): i g

South ‘xnaz




their inter-onste relotions. Thus, stratification
ic oguated with tho caste ranking and critoria for
ranking of cacte oro rituol and not economic, naneym
and mxmnnt” have also cansianred casto and 1ts reugi.-
ous concepts as the central sources of social stratifie
cation system of Indise.

Hayer pid am Lewis?? nave observed that caste and
kinship cover all miutiom even political onfi economic
ralntionshiyﬁc

aﬂenatem‘*ﬁ says that.the key factor of "pollu-
tion leads to alienation and dehumanization® in caste
rank, Marrioti? nas nnslysed the caste ranking and
brought out its importance in studying Indian Society.

e

13; | aailﬁ yoGo"@S?)i M :_ 3 thﬁ EBeonomlie Fronti
A vil ass tn Nighland Orisss, Manchester University
Press, Manchoster,

15. Dumonont, Louis.s Op«cit,

1k, Moyer, A.C.(1956)1"Soxe Hierarchical Aspects of
Caste®, Int South murn dournal of Anthropology.
Vol. XIX, pp. 1101 ' '

15  Lewls, Oscar.(2958)s WLW
University of Illinois,

16, Orienstein, H,{196%): Gogn - Conflict and Cohesion
in an Indian Villege, Princeton Univarauy Press,
Now Jersoy.

7.  Marrtiot MoKim, (1939)s "Interanctional and Attribu-
tional Theories of Caste Ranking. tn&oﬁg_%g_%g%g.
7011 393 mtg. 990 92"1070 H‘tl‘iot : ‘ 19 1




Thus, these scholars hove obsorved that caste
43 tho fundemental bowis of aoaiai hierarchy. Degides,
they have olso taken info aeeaunﬁlagrerSQn rolotions, - -
The ngravian relationships fnvolve vaste relations nlso,

- #

Thers are somc multidimentional studies on stratie
ficotion. These studies have taken the factore such
as economic position, educational schlovenents; occupos
tional staotus, culiure styke of Izza,'garsoaality
attridutes and caste values, ﬁﬁﬁailla*g‘aaa 65&1?3&&
changes in soolal stzaﬁknr&Aax Indtan village. He bas
shown that difforential iﬁstgtﬁﬁianal structures of
voricus kind have @wafgaﬁa ihaypara‘mminiys(i) the
growth af'mnnwy sconomy as opposed to inberited status,
{2) a now caste-frso ocoupationnl structure; (3) a
new king of educational system and (4) the dovelopment
of differentinted political structures. He has observed
that vo doubt - saste still rempninsg a vitpl determinant

18, munie. M(;@&&)z acioud and Open Stmiul
Stratification in iIndia". Inz‘ggiﬁﬁggggggggggl
of Sociology, Vol ,VIX, No.2, DD«
Beteilie, A.l1974)1 "dsas and Interests; Some
Conosptuasl Problems in the Study of Rural Stratie-
fieation® and "Agrarian Relations in Tundqidre
District, South India". IXInt Studies i .

iasleStruocture, Oxford Universi:

J i ¥




even today but the omergence of differential institne.
tional structures has necessitated attention on
determinants of stratification other than caste. .

Mukherjood? has confucted a study of villages
in Bangol, He alsc explains the assoclation of olass
groupings with caste hzerarauyo He has aategortaaa
nine awcupatianal gronpﬁ into thttg olnsses. They aret

(2) (114) cultivotors; (iv) Artisans ani (v) Tradors
(sl sufficient pessantry),

(s) (vi) $he sharo-cropporsy (vii) Agricultural Lahourers;
{viti) Bervice holdors and (ix) Others., ’

Be explaine thet the upyor—-o@ntu Hindus belong
to clase first; the lower entﬁ Hindus and sayyed-Muslims
to class secondj and the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled iridbes to class third of the sconomio
structure. He says that the people of class Iirst
naintained their economic end social status and this
414 not allow upward mobility for the people of othar

19+ unkhuan, 3mm {1957)s Jhe Dvoamics of
Rar ciety, Berlin, This study wes conducted

19 ore indepondence and now the villages
are in Bnnglm‘!osm



two classes, and thus caste and class rank went together,
Thies study elso oxplains that the ritualistio (pollutione
purity) considerations alone do not determine the
hierarchical charector of the caste systoun, Therefors,.

othex
the other»faetorsLyhaa tho rituslistic onos are also

squolly significant for an anslysis of stratification.

singb‘sza study shows that the upper casts ond-
class status coincide and upper cnstes continue to hold
power 4n villages.

Gough®! in her study bes observed that the lande
less people in tﬁaﬁ region stond nt'thc bottom of social
hierarchy. Eﬁu gsarraaatéu thiuk of political revolt
egainst treditional caste syetem, Their svonowieé
depression is not bocause of the caste system but the
recent cconomi¢ and political legibkation has mnde them
.80+ She also states that the confliot botuweon Gi fferent
groups (particulariy the landed groups and the lendless)
may be known through tho forms of agitation and struggle
for life chancos.

20, sxugn. “Yogendre (1966)s "The Changing Power Structue
‘e of Yilloge Conuunity « A ocass Study of Six

¥illagcsntna§aetq§nkviri gintiggggiﬂg%_;géggz_%g
n e9al, A.R.(Ed. pular Publication, Bombay
5‘5%‘%»-

699,
28, Gouah, E.fo(t971)tt'cautn inhu ?andalgre?llluge*

North Eag #80h, E.H.led.), Cembridge
Bntveraity Prass. London, wa 1zuéa,




The present study sims to examine somg aspocts
0% changing agrerion relations pertaeining tézﬁntauchan
bles of Karnateka otate. Before and after the indepondence
period various sgrarian legislations wvere ."'enaojua. ,
Besides, other factors operating in agriculture hawe aluo
affested tho sootal sttﬁeturoﬂdeXnﬂiﬁg villoges. I
have tried in thig Dissertation to koow how fer the
antouchables wﬁa-sera at the bottom of socio-aograrien
hierarchy ore affected by these factors.

-

_ While takinog §nia exeroise, the vethodological
problom arisos bscanse-of -the vast area of atnﬁ§ in
guestion. Therafors, I ﬁéve contiiﬁd<ﬁyaalt t0 agrarian
| relations reloted to the untoochables with special

referonce to Karnataks State, | mey olso mention thal fox weason.
spoce ond time | wnfmed. my aftention maiMy to Kamatako,,
] RCES OF DA '

{1) Historical records and documents {Gazetteers)
(11) Tneoreticsl and empirical micro-level studtes
(1i1) Census data and

{iv) Government reports.
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The nacro and micro-isvel stodies 0o not mateh
one another. %¥bis is n shortcoming which proves to de
an obstoclo to resoarch work, Thereto ro, the attempt,
oode heve iw purely oxplorydtory. Hooh work remoins to
be done 4n @ttéhia&; Boero m niorowlevel gtndies.
Bapeciolly, 4n regord to ogrerian relatione pertaining
to Scheduled Castos, direct roferences are few both in
oooro and mioro<level studisss Thus, we ocon only make.
sots broad 'gamraxxmﬁum oo the bosis of avoiloble
dota. It poy bo mentioned that this dlssertation was
dclayed by several months bocanse of the dLffioulty ip
finding precise add voloevant informations Throughout
the 4 seortation, I have nsed tm torm "Untouchabl ga®
or %Scheduled Castes” iustend 0f the term *axeUntouchas
bles” or "iarijons®. It &s becauss, inspite of all the
logislotion, the pooition of Scheduled Coste people
remaing move or less same as in the past. HNeverthsless,
changes are ocourring among them through eduovation,
liadted land distridbutiomn ete, StSLL the spward
(Verticol) mobiltty of the group is iimited Docauss of
adverse sociol condt tions. |

The former nace “Mysore® has alss beon used in
this divesertation at ploces where the oventp took plave
prior to tho renamdng of the stote ss "Earnotaka® im
gst November, 1973,
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In the first Chapter we have doalt with the
theoretical perspective of agrarian relations in India
and othor roloted studies.

In the scoend chapﬁer we have triod to analyse

change aﬁd continuity. W¥eé have dlecusetd Jajmenmi relo-
twﬁﬁ, the position of Untouchebles in hierarchy of

| Aysgars and the changlng dimsneions of these relation

ships, | '

In the third Chapter, we have analyscd the old
lond systom to know tho patterns of landowneyship among
dixferanx castes and oocupationsl caste groups. The
main eﬁghasis i to know the extent of sorvice land
given tﬂ‘ﬁntonehahiei;

In the institotion of servitude, it is seen
how the Untouchaoble labourers wers known by dffferent
names according to ﬁizterént oature of sale and contract.
Thus, the second and third Chopters foous upon the
anolysis of trafidtional relations, Thoy view the
traditional relations in terms of social change.

The fourth Chapter deals with changing land system
and relations with reference to Untouchables. In the
background of third Chapter, we have analysed the
changing occupational patterns of Untouchables, It is



aleo shown that ths londholding patterns (and in view
of allotted lonGs by government) of Untouchadles proves,
tentatively, their economic position being changed.
Thelr shaore of new inputes in agriculture is seon to be
very minimum. The proportion of agricultural labourers
is greater and thoe problem of bonded labour is acute.
Vorious legislations {Forced Lnboar M’wuﬁan Act,
Bonded Labour Abolition Aot, Minimum Woges Act, and
Abolition of Untoushadility Act, eto,) passed by the
~ govornuent bave not boen effectively implemented-is
| showiz,

he ﬁ;ﬁh Chopter deale with changing agrarian
relationa, A briaf account of various sSudies on
untouchables is also reforred, It is soon as to how
the Untouchables are entering into a relatively open
gsclal systom,



CHAPTER o TVWO
.TRADITIONAL SOCIO~ECONOMIC RELATIONS
(1)  SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND THE UNTOUCHABLES,

. (II) JAJMANI RELATIONS AND UNTOUCHABLES.

- (1I1) RIGHTS IN LAND AND THE UNTOUCHABLES.
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A brief account of the traditional socio-econpmic
system wounld help to know the changes meaningfully,
especially the rights in land and the social organi-
zation of Hindu society on one hand and the socio-

' economic pbsitinn.af'ﬁntodchables oﬁjfhe other. The
“‘ingight into this Hindus sdei'_a'l organizat‘io:n. naiely
“the caste system shows muéh complexity but it ‘has
 greater i;mportwee gince even today it governs the

lives of 360 'aj,nion Hindu in s"everal important respects.

(1)  SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND THE UNTOUCHABLES: -

| Traditionally, the social organizationg of
India was characterized as Chaturvarna: It consisted of
na‘jo? four groups, namely the Brahmin, the Kshatria,
the Vaishya and the Sudra. Varnas operatively oconsi éted
of castes or subcastes. Srinivas states fhat the
'cast;e system as An institution has a dg‘p.vi.ne'baéis and
it 15 essontially devised as a socio~economic framework

with religious and political sanction behind :lts"a

1. Srinivas, M.N. (1952): Op.cit. pp. 24-31.
2. Ibid. ’

 §



In the beginning, there were omly three classes
or groups namely, the Warriors (Kﬁhaﬁrtaya), the
Priests (i‘.he nrahmins). and the Trader-cultivatora .
(Vaishyas) who performed all kinds ot activities to
gerve the two in that order. But by the end of the
Rigvedic period, the four fold diviazop_ox soc;gty
| wééiregafded‘as“fundémental; primeval ‘and divinely

ordained.3

. , It vas the Warrior group which stood 1irst in
‘,the order of priority. Its prime task was waging wars.
"Kawever, gradually the priestly group attained equal
.or 8t11l greater importance since Bo war could be
waged withput rituals. Thus, ?hese two gronps -
Ksha&rtasfand éiahmins_hagﬁ playeé'imﬁortant role in
éncieoeéonﬁnie iiflé; 1In the pre-Buddhist period,
‘theie was often a fierce strixe'betwaeh Kshatria and

Brahmin. Both strived for . more and more privilegesf

3.  Basham, A.L. (1954): _The Wonder that was Indias
A survey of the culture of the Indian Subconti-
nent before the coming of the Muslims. Sidguick

and Jackson, London. pp. 138~147.

B Sharma, Bam Seran, (1964): _Indien Feudaliem -
€ 300 -« 1200, Culcutta University, Culcutta.
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The contending Varnas (Kehatrias and Brahmins)
ondeavoured to protect their status which resulted in
subordinating relationships. The duty assigned. to
Brahmin was to stﬁdy and teach, to sacrifice and receive
gifts; the Kshairia muet protect the people, sacrifice
and study; the Vaishya also had the right to sacrifice
and study but his chief function was to breed cattle,
to till the earth, to pursue trade and money and the
v Sndﬁa‘s:duty ﬁéé“’onlj'itb serve these higher class.’
| 7 -Théugh the Brahmins had led religious life under
' the patronage of King or Chief, they could mot always
lead priestly lives. 'They knew aﬁout fhe disadfantages
of their priestehood. Therefore, to deal with this
situation they had taken to diverse occupations under
' the notion of “gggg.nharmg"‘or "duty when in aistress".®
It defined what a man may legitimately do when he can
fiot earn a living by the ealling normally followed by
his group. The Apad Dherma allovwed the Brahming to

pursue all manner of trade and professions.7

5' Bashw' A.L.’ opucitb

6. Ivid,.
r i Basham states that the Brahmins were employed

in important government posts and several royal
families were of Brahmkn origin, Gemerally the

law books disapproved of Brahmins engaging in agri-
culture because it inflicts injury on animals
?ggdinsects‘ But this rule was also often ignored,
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Like the Brahmins, the Kshatrias also did not
always live by'inliilling théif ideal tunction. The
rules of Apad Dharma were applied to them and some of,
them hadyg' acquired or taken other: professions. The
- trading group (Vaishya) in -Vedic..ﬁi#es,was the poor,

" 'tnird to Brahmins and Kshatrias. However, it was enti-
tled to -peceive i’&‘iiééﬁ?h%d: and undergo initiation into
.fhéﬁtyiée;barn:statnsga :

The Vaiahya were described an paying. trib:zzgkq—
ta another te be lived by another tolqpprassed byLat
will, They vere regarded as wigtched and down-throdden

cultivatnrs or petty merchants. Howaver, a special

duty was accorded to Vaishya by Mann%?as keeping cattle.

Though they had few rights and humble statua, they were
wealthy merehants living in great luxury andeowertnlly
organizedﬁggAguilds. The rich Vaishyas were respected

by the Kings and enjoyed their Iarour'and.eonxidence.

They also made great domations to religious cause.

9

This shows that they were . :prosperous and 1nﬂuential.1°

8. It is a religious ceremony wherein Sacred thred
is worn. After this performance the second birth
takes place. Hence, those who underwent this

are known as dwijes., Only the Brahmins, Kshatrias

and Valshyas were entitled to wear sacred thread.
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Thus, the Vaishyas also like Brehmins and Kshatrias,
did not follow their omly ancestral calling. 'Hence
they had al so sought shelter under Apad Dharma. .

Tﬁe three higher castes (Varnas) haﬁé undermined
the rigid rules of hereditary proress{ons and entered
other activities, whereas the lot of the Sudras .was
V' m9re nnfortunate than that of the Vaishyas. Acecrdiﬁg

. to Manu. fSudra was the servant ot another to be exdeod

. at will to be slain at will or to0 bo beaten at wi:un“

.snﬂ:a were dgp:iveii&he initiation of sacred thread,
which was ome of the criteria to acquire Aryan Status,
‘It (Sudra) was one of the Aryan classes who refused
rigid Brahmanié obgservances, qrthoﬂox customs or old
practices.12 Su&ra's rofusal to observe Brghmanical
customs gave birth to hatredness among‘them.4 Therefore,
to govern the condmet or behaviour of these people,

rules and laws were formulated. Ambedkar13 has listed
the laws against Sudra class (including the Untouchables,

t.e., Panchamas) from different books which have dealt

11. Kane, P.V. (1941): 'Bisto rof Dharmasastras.
Vol, II, Part~I, Bhandarker Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, ps 120,

12. Basham, AOL%' Op.cit.

Thackersi Bombay, p. &6; v ) T -



with every aspect of life. They ares
(1) That the Sudra was tﬁ‘take the last place in
the social order: o
(2) That the Sudra was impure and therefore no
| sacred act should be done within his rights and

. within his hearings;

[

(3) That the Sudra 18 not ‘to be respeeted in “the

‘Bane. way as: the other classes}

(&)  fThat the life of the Sudra 1s of no value and
" anybody may ki1l him without having compensation,
if at all a small value as compared with,‘xhat
~of Brahmin, Kshatriya and’ Vaishya'
(5) q ‘That the'saara must not acquire knowledge and it
| is sin and crime to give him education, |

{6). That the sudra must not acquira praperty and
that Brahmin can take his property at his pleasure

(7)  That the Sudra can not hold office under the statey

{8) That the duty and salvation of Sudra lies in

his serving the higher classess

(9) ~ That the higher classes must not intermarry with
Sudra. They can, however, keep a Sudra woman as
a concubine, But, if the Sudra touches a woman

of higher class, he will be liable to dire punishment
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(10) . That the Sudra is born in scrvility for ever.

Ambedkar and Basham have observed that thgﬁ“ck
Brahminical texthooks asgigneﬂ duties for SudrasLyere.
of such nature that they had to remain in the low posi~
tion from social and economic point of view. The Sudra
- must not acquire property etc. Even he had an opportu-
nity to becoming ﬁealthyg he mﬁst not do so. For a
- Sudra who makes money is distressing to the Brahmins. .
And Brahman killing a Sudra performed  the same penanme

. as far killing a cat or dogs1§

From the aheve analysis, 1t seems that the
Suara had no hope of becoming like others on the earth,
because salvation for him lay in serving ‘the others.
| Though some ot them had engaged in other activities,iS
the Varna system imposed social disabilities on them

which contributed to their lowly stamussiﬁ

14, Basham, A.L., Op.cit. i
15, Basham states " there is mention of Sudras engaged
' in manufacture and commerce and by the Mauryan
times many Sudras were peasants. As we have seen,
Sudra Kings were not unknown and many Sudras,
despite the injunction of the law hooks must
have been prosporous'., Ibid.

16. Ghurye, G,s.. (1969): _Caste and Race in_ Ind:la.



 THE UNTOUCHABLES3

“ ‘To this four-fold division of society one more
qajegory was added namely, Ati~Sudras or Pancpamaa.
This category comprises many untouchable sub-groups.®
They stand at the bottom of fivefold hierarchical Hindu
ébéiety.i7 These Untouchables were known as Avernas,
Antyajas, Namasudras, thus these concepts show that
they were out of the Varna System. They were also known
as ‘out-caste 148 - ‘But like the Sudras of the -}Tedic period,
the‘Untouehables were-;isévgoverned by the Brahﬁanical

o lawsnig :

17+ Srinivas, MaN" Oplcitn o S

18, The Untouchables are kiown by different names in

.. . different languages in all the states of India.
For example, in Northern India, they are known as
Chamar, Bhangi etc. In South India, in Kannada,
a8 Holeya, Madiga, Adi-Karnataka; in Tamil gs
Pariahsy in Telugu as Malas; in Malayalmm as
Poliyar and in Marathi as Mahar, Dhed etc. There
are many untouchable~castes which are reported in
various Census of India., Chitra Tiwvari has listed
about 429 untouchable~-communities in India numbering
50 to 60 million people., Chitra Tiwari, (1963):

udras in Manu. Motilal Banarasidas, Delhi, p.75.

19. In his search for the origin of untouchability,

- -  Prof. Ghurye has come to the conclusion that it
was between the time of Panini and Manu, i.e., 500
B.C,, the social position of Chandals, Swapanchas
and Mritaps, the then untouchables deteriorated and
they were excluded from the village and assigned
extremely low duties, Ghurye, G.S.(1957)s Caste’
and Class In India. Popular Book Depot, Bombay,

. 241. Basham states that by the Gupta times

400 A.D.), the Chandals had become so strictly
untouchable that they were forced to strike a wooden
clapper on entering a town to warn the Aryans of

thei§6polluting appreach, Basham, A.L. Op.cit,
P. 1%0. 5
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Qherexnra,xtﬁe Untouchables' sole duty was to
sexrve the three Varnas like that of Sudras. For them,
the traditionally assigméd jobs were: oleaning or Sweepe
ing of streets, drains; removal of human and animal°
excorota, earr;ing dead animalé out of the village, digeg~
. ing of purial ground, supplying pyre woods, leather work
and guarﬂihg_thévvillagg etci' Besides it, they were emplo~

_yeod as fieldfhgndS'ana‘in all kinds of manual labour,?O

¢ .

_ .The Untouchables had to obey the rules of tradi-
.tional aﬂs%oas and Sahctioné;asince,'they were lowest

; among the low, their contact of any kind (even seceing)
,warranted the savar gg to undergc puritaaatory ritesg in
oxder‘to recover pormal ritual sta&us.at Because of

certain Hindu theological motions like Karms and Dharma

‘0. - Rice Léwisg B. (1897): Mysore « A-Gaéettéé?”cdﬁpin
¥ led for Government, Mysore in General, Vol.l,
- London, pp. 208-283 “

21, According to Ghnrye, the ideas of tintouchability
and unapproachability arose out of ideas of cere~
monial purity first applied to the original Sudras
in connection with the sacrificial ritual ang .
eéxtended to the other groups because of the theore-
tical impurity of certain occupations. Ghurye,
G.S.y Op.cit. p.182. Srinivas, M.N, Op.cit.,
Ayyappan has mentioned distance to he maintained
between castes while approaching or crossing each
other. A Nayar must keep 7 feet from Nambudari
Brahmin., An Iravan {Ilavan, Izhuvan Tiyar) must
keep 32, a Cheruman 64 and Nayadi 74 to 124. The
respective distances between these lowver castes
were calculated by a simple process of subtraction.
The Iravan must keep 25 feet from the Nayar and
Cheruman 32 from the Iravan, Aiyyappan, A.(1937):

Anthropology of the Nayadis. Vol.IXI, No.4, Madras

Government %usenm Builitans, N.S., Madgas, p.18.
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made the Untouchables believe thai dying in the service
of Savarnas {especiéily the Brahming) would secure for
them a place in heaven or in the next birth they would
be born in a high9r<eastea Ehué, they must rémain as

faithful servents and should not strive ito become any om

" elge in fhia'@nnﬂaha iiié.gz_'ItvtheVUntqachables took

‘jdfhex\occn@atiﬁpé, tﬁey-ﬁere Subjected-;qlpuniShment by
Q'thénpaer'aasyga;' o | |

| The féé&ﬂehéég\cilihé_ﬁntoﬁchables were and are
always situated out of the Hindu village. This is one
bi the-éonépiéious'teéturés 5! vfllaéé‘fndia; Their
 gpatial segrggatien or isolation trom the rest of the
caﬁntry should be viewed as the physicalaexpression of
more subtle social barriers based on the avoidénce of
o ritﬁal'poliution and'oﬁhe: §eliefq rooted in Hinﬂu
tradition,2? -

22, As Basham obaerved that the orthodox texts contain
frequent warnings on the evils which arise when
Sudras and out-castes grow too powerful and this
would seen to slow that even a Chandala might occa-
sionally become influentiel, Basham, A.L., Op.cit.

23. Mahar, J., Michel, (1969)s "Agents of Dharma in the
: Untouchables® Ins The Untouchables in Contemporax
India. Mahar, J, ed.) The University of
Arizona Press, Tucson, p. 743 Spate has shown
about spatial settlement and quarter$ for wvarious
castes of village Aminbhavi in Dharwar distriot.
Spate, 0.H,K.{(1954)s India and P%istan « General
o and Regional Geography, Chapter~ illage and
Town in India, Mothuen & Co. Ltd., Great Briton,
. pp. 198“208-




Thus, the study of traditiamél social structure
shows a number of lines that are clear and distinct
and others that are bhilrred. Bnt anongst them the tirst

and strongest line is the "Pollution barrier® that
devides the Untouchables from the rest of societya?u
The principle of purmtyupollutinn gOVerns every individual
of Hindu society, and wherever the Bntouohahles oxist,
they sharé certain characteristics. Accord;ng to
_:Aggarwalzs prominent among them ares

,(i)-_ Stigma of Untonchahility,

{11) Segregateﬁ'localitys,

‘{414) Hereditary defining occupationss

(1v) EBconomically disyosé%d condition;

‘(f) Denial of Education, end

(vi) Deniai ot political participation,

The Untouchables are considered to be ritually
polluted. It is believed that they 1HVOlﬁuLar11y detilie
whatever or whoever they touch. Therafore, upper caste
Hindus avoid touching them. They also do not alloﬁnigj

enter houses, temples etc., &xcept certain restricted

o4,  Bailey, F.G, Op.cit. (1957), ~

25. Azg®yvwal, P.C. and Ashraf, M.S. (1976)t nalit
Through Privi;egeg. A study of special privileges
0f Scheduled castes in Haryana., Sri Ram Centre for
Indugtrial Relations and Buman Resources, New Delhi.
BP. ~ily,



yiggésg such as latrines and the Qnimal shedsf The
'ﬁntdgchahles who violate this rule are punished and
the defiled object or persons are to be purifieds

The stigma of uﬁfauchability oxr pollution is
also associated with low evaluation of qualities. It
is believed that the highly prized qualities in society,
",tér’éxampley honour, mcral'gooﬂness, intelligence,
f'eonragé'and dpbightness'are hela:by upper caste Hindus,
and‘that low ihtelligenoe, lack of courage, immorality,
' _dirtiness are held by the Untouchables on the other.
~ These assumptiens are manifested through nany ways.
For anstanogg ifi fact the Untouchable caste names such
As “Holeya®s "Chamar® or "Chandala" are often used as
abuses. @heée abusive names cénceal the above undesi~ . -

rable traits .

Because of their hereditary polluted status and
their~rilthy occupations they are isolated from the main
Popnlatioh of willage. This spatial segregation of
Untouchables is clearly known by boundary 1ines or a
stream, or sitreet or wall., Thus, in every village their
settlement is outside the village =~ which is the special
feature of Indian village. |



Anc&rdiﬁg to sub-castes of Untouchables, their
settlements are pattarned.. This would be because of the
assimilation of the pattérﬁ of caste Hindu settlement.
Sepérationsof sub-gections of Untouchables are mot )
visible 1ike that of their isolation from the rest of
- the village. @hongh\théy are h%érarchieally arréngeq
énﬂ;easté rules ére'observed, the interaction between
subcaetés is not as muéh ﬁonsfrainéa as.between_then

and caste Hindus.

~ Even toda&ginvsobe_Xndian villages the segregation
15 .observed to such an extent that the Untouchables are -
not allowed to pass or enter the high caste settlements.
The Hntoaéhgbles would not enter the Agraharam or Wadi
(Brahmans® settlement). If an Untouchable tenant or
labourer had to deliver grains etc. to his Brahman lande
lords, the former could have to call out a person stand-
ing on the edge of Agraharam or main gate of Wadi.
However, in such situations the restrictions are strictly
. put on the Untouchéblés. But the #act of segraegation

is almost universal with varied degrees of striotness.

According to Srinivas, even when a new settlement of the
village takes place due to the construction of a dam or
tank, the place of habitation for the Untouchables 1is

separated fronm thevmain.villagé.26

26,  Srinivas, M,N.(1976): The Remembered V%llgge.vw
Oxford University Press; Delhi. p. 186,




‘Consequently, the pbllution barrier keeps the
Untouchables away from public‘liie and public avenues

which are dominated by the caste Hindus,

. Thedy defiling occupat*ons yield mere subsistanco
 'inc6me. They had acceSS maznly to manual work. ‘Broadly
speaking, therevare mainly three categories of occupa~
"tions of Untouchables, which are cleaning, leathét proce=
ssing and manual work. The first category of work consists
of sweeﬁihgjstrééfs,'cleaniﬁg drains, removing human night
s0il and animal excretas, removing of dead animals and

" raising pigs, étc. The second category of work comprises
"rémoval of skins; curing them and making éob&s such as
‘shoes and agricultural equipments accessories used in

| ploughing, ete. The manual work involves 511 sorts of
activities eombrising'warkmg in the field - ploughing,
transplanting, sowing, thrashing, dlgging etm, ,}tending

oattles and so on.

.hll oceupations eieebt agricul ture were considered
as déf*ling occupations”by caste Hindus. The océupatlona
are 5150 graded in hierarchial order. Thus, the ranking
of respective caste communities seem to be associated
with the traditional occupatioms., The Untouchables, who
are engaged in low graded activities, are also ranked as
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lovest amoﬁg the low. Their position is revealed in

the uapg7 glven belows

HIERARCHICAL LIST OF CASTES IN RAMPUR = °

1 Brabmen . Lingayat Smith
{a) Hoyasala
Karnataka
‘() Madhva |
 §1 A PeasantB&Shepafds :
Trader-0ilman-Potter .
Fisherman-¥asherman
Barbar-Baske tmaker
.. Teddy man.
B« Swinehord

i1 Untouchable.

I

One important point noted by Srinives is that,

even the Untouchables do not take food from Smiths. One
reason for the Smith's strange position is that they are
said to belong to the left hand (edegel) division, while
the bulk of non-Brahminical castes including Holeya

27. The map is extracted fromt Srinivas, M.N., (1955):
‘ "The social structure of Mysore Village®. 1Ins
Yillage India, Marriot MoKim (ed.), University o2

hicago Press, Chieago, p, 23.
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(Untouchables) belong to the right hand (belagei) division.?S

As all Untouchable castes are hierarchially arran-
ged, among them the ﬁadigas aecupy:§;ttom‘and that the
tor Chaluwédis{;'ﬁﬁis'is shown in the pocial structure
 .0£ Ksetra village. The cheluwaai comes tirst zollowed
by Kanchaveer (speéial Hadiga section) and at bottom

'stands-uadigaiz’

.. The untouchables are the most hackwardfand poverty

' gtriken anong the weaker sections of Indian society.

" The filthy condition 0f their location, their mud houses

" and tattered cloths are easily identified. The force

of social customs and myths compilled the Untouchahles
‘to remain as faithful and humble servants ot Caste Hindms.
Thus, patial segrggdtion, stigma of ﬂntouchability and
poverty have minimised their partioipation in the sehere
of politics and education.

51nee the Untouchables were not only debarred from
the seats of Iearning but also subject to punishment,
they were made to remain in a state of ignorance. As

a result, they became the victims of fear complex in

28, Srinivas Bays, Smiths also carry certain disabili-
ties like Madigas for example, Wedding procession
of Smith is not allowed to pass through those
areas where high caste lived, Ibid., PPs 23—2&.

29,  Parvathamma (1971): igio
study of historical 1n-erﬁlﬁt10n'between soclow
political relationships in a Mysore Village,
Sterling Publishers, New Delhi. pp. 6166,




their minds and hold .superstitious beliefs. Thus, the
soeial diaahilitiee wich were imposed on them and the
lack of knowleﬁge determinad the type of earning their
:living._ Bence they haa to ramain as servants and agri—
fcnltural.labourers.

'Thougﬂ seferal retdrmis% movements and government
policies have attempted to eradicate traditional blind
practices and to bring about the nplifﬁ(ox the Untoucha-
'bles, there 1a no. . much improvement in the zieid of
education of Untouchah1e33 Still in remote villages.
the children belonging.to ﬁntauchahies sit separate in
the schools and haée a seperate water supply for them.
It 1 mainly beoguée of prevailing belief in Wntouchabi-

lity in those areas.

The traattionallviilage Panchayat poﬁer was held
by caste Hindus. As a rule the Untouchables were never
allowed to be members of the village panchayat. An
excaption was made in regard to the Holeyas (agricultural
workers), whose verdict in settling the village boundary
disputes was final., But the Holeya was the henchman of
the headman of the village. He always helped Panchayat
members in such matters. The Untouchables were not
expected to take part in politics. As they were economi-
cally poor, that they could not get any political weight,



fhey were considered to be unintelligenmt and irrespon-
sible by the caste Hindus. Horeover,'the fact that
the high caste Hindus did not tolerate any activitids

undertaken by the Untouchables in the political field.

Tha Hntouchahles'eould not raise their voice

- against injnstices since they solely depended tor their
“11ve1inood on caste Hindusﬁ. Numerically 50 small and

| isolateﬂ trom ths viilage political iife, thay were

politically alianated 1n rural pelitics.

Thua. in the traditional social structure, the

‘Untouehablas had to depend on the caste Hindus for their

major part ot 1neome for 1ive11hood. Each hereditary
occupation oi caste has also links with economic
relations in tradition economy. We shall examine it

in the rext section.,



o rwhe Jdajmani sfsteﬁ_whieh is éimiiar té Aya.Systen
.haé,héén put forward and sgudied by_variouélscholars,
According to Ishwaran, "Ayva éystem involves a s;riea
'9£ economic‘transaetibn between a farmer and farmer,
former and monefarmer and between other groups™,3°
'ﬁa&béf states that the "Jajmani system is a network of
Eaiuaxices'hetweén different groups of individuals who
‘foliow aifferent écoﬁpaziohs and who exchange théir4
products and services directly with one'énother;*zt

_ | ﬂiser;amd Wiser have referred to éajmani'systéu
gs'*an established éarviee relationship which was some-
what 1ike the old feudal system, yet unlike 1t. It
contained o mutuality that was lacking in the feudal
systen, This system of {nter-relatedness in services
within the Hindu community is called the Hindu Jajmani
systemﬂagg o

Beidelman trefers to it as "a foudalistic system
of presoribed hereditary obligations of payment and of

30.  Ishwaran, K. (1966)s !‘raditégn,and Economy inm
Yillage India, Allied Publications, Bombay, pp.36-46.

31.  Barper, E.B. (1959): *Two Systems of Economic in
Village India®™, Im ggericgg Anthropologists,
Yol. m; ppa 760 - 780 o

32.  Wiser, W.H, and Wiser (1958): ZThe Hindu Jajmani
System 1 Socio~economic systems interrelating
members of a Hindu village community in Service.
Lucknow Publications House, Lucknow, pp. I - XXI,
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occupational and ceremonial duties between two or more
specific families of different castes in the same
xocality”.35 Kolende defines Jajmani system as "a
‘system of distribution of Indian villeges whereby high
. 'oaste iéndowning 1amiiies called *Jaamans‘ are provided
’;ervices and praduets hy various- lower castes known as
 'Kanins*3 carpenter, potter, blauksmith, ‘waterscarrier,

7n5“eeper and 1anndrymen,u5&

fThus, the studies show that the Aya system or
“jdadmani system involves economie relationships generally

U gm aecordanee o caste felations. The strength of the

system depends on the eoneessions‘granted“tO‘dixierent
' ocoupational groups. Therefore, Wiser says that these

. concessions are not equally applied but vary accoraing

- to customs. ‘Ah&‘these?éxchahgéable goods and services
do not correspond to their services rendered.

- Ighwaran has also sald that the Aya siétew is
‘centersd around the values of homour, pride aﬁ& prestige.
V_Qhesa values areffurther crystallised around the land
 ¥in‘vi1iage. He states that the essence of the system
- 18 that it obliterates the conflict between master and

33.  Beidelman, T.0. {1959)1 A comparative g&%;zsis of
8 the Jajmani System, J.d, Ausustin, p. 6. -
Sh.  Kolendda, P.M. (1963)s "Towards a Model of the

Hindu Jajmani System", In: Human Organigation,
Vol. 22, pp. 11-28.
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servants. The master feels as much dependent :on servant
as the later does on the former. Thus, the goods and
ﬁervices are not measured and equatédQ They are granted

as an immediate eounterapgrt

t% seems that 1deologioally the Aya systen has

' ,__,religious sanction because all castes have ritualistie

| -roles along. with economio and politioal rolea. ,preveza

© the political_particlpation,deyends,upon:a,nugbog ot

- factors such as principle of universal adult suffrage

' and education etc. The caste wh;ch.renders ri;ual servi-
- -ces tends to be subordinate tozgaste wbicﬁ :eceifos them,
-+ By end larg%Iféeeiversaré.aoenomicbllyvgnd Solitically
dominant. | | | -

‘But, an important fact is that the caste groups
that are economically dominant, are most pqnefiul-onos,
provided they are above the 'pollutionebarrier!. Aoedid-
ing to Parvathemma, only in the case of Untouchables is
the ritual status not commemnsurate with eoonoiic and
political authority. Thus, the caste Hindus naturally
enjoy ritual superiority.35

The Aya system as an orxganised institution has
its institutional functions and relationships, It forms
a part of villaze social structure. So the Aya system

35.‘ ,Parvathammag C. Op.cit. b. 257,




and caste system are so much associated that the later
is a pillar on wvhich the community 1ife turns;aé
Therefore, the bacupaﬁions are graﬂedfinte a hierarchy
of their own with purity and pollution rules which have
caste base.

Broadly speaking, the Aya system consists of two
parties,37 namely, "Ayadakula" and "Ayagar". Ayadakula
is a family which gives Aya and the Ayager is the recei~
pient of Aya. Aya is regarded as 'K o' which means
simpiy a'igift' This gitt is not considered in quantum,
The enstomary Aya 15 always paid 1n kind. For sther

services outside_the,Aya syatem, the poyment is made in
cash, : | |

| The untouchables are Ayagars whose dﬁties are to
serve the Ayadakula as well as Ayagars. Since the
Untouchables occupy the lowest pusition in the caste~
hierarchy their position in the Aya system is f1lled with
more duties than rights. They also receive remuneration
or concessions for their rendered service but the fact

is that the Aya which they receive is not sufficient to

36.  Ishwaran, K. Op.cit. p.36.
37. Ibid’ PP+ 361'2!5‘
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their livelihood. Therefore, they also do other work
along with traditional job. Thus, their services are
- 11nkéd with the moral notion of Dharma or Duty. This,
is a central principle that every Aya is looked from

religious point of view.’s

PATRON~-CLIENT RELATIQ'SHIrsi

Ishwaran states that the Aya system is baued on
the principle ot reversibility of the mastem~aorvant
| para&iam¢ A@cording to him the essenee of Aya syatem
. is that 1t obliterates the dichotcmy betueen master and
) servant. Theretore, 1t 1s characterised by the qualities
‘of recetprocity and reaistribution, hormony and

cooperatien.sg

However, the_!act.that‘oconomggéll§ the Ayagars
contribute to the'working:of agrieultufél econom&. These
Ayagars supply the technological appartus required by
the local economy. The Ayagars who occupy their offices
&0

are twelve., They are known as "Hannerdu Avagaru®.

They are also known as "Bara Baluie® in Marathi language.

38.  For éxample, "Palige Bandaddu Pancham&ita' (One's
- share should be acceptéd as god-given),

390" : 13h‘aran,‘ Kn Ibid. Pe 58‘
40, - Parvathamma, C. Op.cit. p. 57.



~ The twelve otiigés are mentioned belows

i. - Guda ' = . Nillage Headman

2. Banekara & « Ritual leader of the Villgge
3. Badiga S Carpenter
4.  Kammara «-  Blacksaith
5. Akkesale -  Goldsmith

6, o Kumha?a_ B . Potter

| ‘Ti-v: \ﬁaﬁ"iﬁdav, - | Barﬁer _

8. | Barike L. Palanguin bearer
9. ' Talwari =  Village watchman/servant
10.  Agasa - =  Vasherman , |
11, Cheluwadi = Priest of Untouchables
12. Madiga - Shoemgker .

Amongst tho twelve Ayagars, the Cheluwadl and
Madigas are Untouchables. They gserve the castes above
them when their ritual services are required such as
during a wedding and funeral ceremony. They also work
as agricultural labour. The Holeya was- acted as a village
watchmen. The rituai services undertaken by the Untou-
chables ihdieate ‘their economic and political dependence

on the higher castes.

In accordance with oustom, the Cheluwadis {or

Holeyas) take the dead animals (of higher castes) and
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‘pasé“on”thé skins to the Eédigas;' Th; Holeyas render
‘their services, mainly suc&'éa'sweepihg,'acting as

‘messagers of dead person belonging to higher castes,
They do.not. serve the Madigas who are scaled lower in

‘the caste hairarchy. 2

The Madigas play the drnms ‘during village fogti~
vals and ceremonies. Their ﬁartieipation_in.villago |
ﬁfastivalsiﬁuch as 'Karghunnime' shows the$ an important
feature of village inter-caste relations. And thablhe
prastieé'uf'ﬁ&&pptoaﬂhéﬁiiiﬁ?'is hotftheré. However,
the practice of’ untouchahility is still found 1n

villages.ht

One form of patron-seller reiéxionship « locally
called "Kattaya®'®
supply sandals and other leather goods used in agricule

« involves the Madigas. The Madigas

ture by their patrons. This service is paild in kind.

During the harvest time, the Holeyas are employed.
Generally, the woman bélonging to Untouchables help to
prepare threshing«<floor of their landlord. The patron

Ly, Buggi , Chandrashekar, (1971)3 'Changtng Peasants
of HYsore « An Enquiry into their Attitudes toward
Governmental Programmes and Fatalism"., Ing

State, eti, T.K. ed., arnataka niversit
Dharwar, pp. 1«26, ’ ' T

&2. Pmathma., Cc. opbc’.to D. 6&0
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gives the best #hd'top layers of the grain heap %o
%hd'priésﬁ and the rejected material at the bottom to
the'ﬁntéuché§16~5yagars. This i4 done accordingvto’.
customs. | | . -
| Thezpémunéraﬁion~paid to untquhableaAygggrs
‘reveals the fact that the hierarchical théme runs in
..... ;élmdgﬁ evéry eoﬁtext’ox life. The rejééted material is
 1ocaiiychwniasﬁﬂﬂgggggglg“ ahﬁ "Gondekalu"* 1g given to
therﬁntoﬁehah1e~Ayégars as their concéssion forliahour.
This is obtained by sweeping the threshing floor (Kenma)
 after the landownors heve collected most of the grain,
The untohdhable-Ajagarsvaccépt the rejected material
end genersally they do mnot demand good grain. They also
~do not regret. It gseems that the religious ethos
feinXorces their traditional assignments and remunerations.
There is a belief among the untouchables that if they
refuse to accept the remmants of the threshing floor,
they will incur sin, This makes the ﬁntouchables to

remain satisfied with that ramments.

The variety of the patron-sellmsr relationship
involves the payment in kind made by the patron to the

* Monnukelu is a mixture of grain and little drysmud,
- Gondekalu is corn which remecins after threshing.




LB

Madiga artisan., The Madiga artisan's work is considered
and payment is made in kind during ﬁaqust season. Most
" of the families of Holeyas and Madigas work on the hasis
ét contract during harvest time and receive remuneration
in kind. Moreover, the Unioucha’bles hige out their
labour to sorve the master. Sometime the master (Axg!ggglg)‘
gets‘%uch servant who comes from Ayaghr faﬁily,a The
felaﬁinns of Ayadekula and Ayagaf which are harmbnions 1
help to keépvthe other relations in the same manner,
  As Kolenda?? has observed almost all serving

castes have ceremonial and ritual duties at the Jajman's
{patron) birth, marriage, funeral and at gome of the
.religieus xeétivais.' For example, in case of the
Untouchables their duties are playing dpum at the time
of death, collecting the wood and digging the graveyarp
and sending the message to relativés of deceased etc.
" The ceremonies and feétivals reinforce the ties between
the castes. And,these relations cut-across the castes
and hence lead to village unity. -

Thus, relations among the Jagman or Ayadakula
and the Kamin or Ayagar exist even today. Lewis notes

that these Jajmani relations are not strong as they were

L

43,  Kolenda, P.M, Op.oit.



in the olden days. Though the Jajmani system is losing
its iméartanceﬁgﬁit étill exists in Indian villages,
because the secularization of professions has not spread
in this tield.as Xt is also found that in a weakened
form the patron~client relationship still exists. The

factors such as belief sbout ritmal pollution, the myth

of next world, priest's (Brahmin) role at the time of

-marriege and life cycle, rites and festivals contribute

" to maintain the Jajmani system;

As for as the Untouchables are concerned in the

Aya system, they also occupy the lowest ritual post and

" they stand at the bottom of the hieraréhy of Ayagars.

Before analysing some imporiant variables such

a8 1andaholﬂing patterns, 1andulorﬂ~tenant relations,

1anﬂlord-agricu1tura1 labour relatﬁons. Agricultural

1abour~agricaltural labaur and the ﬁivision of work.

income and wage etc. it is very important to discuss

the traditional socioeagrarian relations waich throw

44, Lewis, OSchar and Barnoww(iQSG)t "Caste and Jajmani

gystem in a North Indian'Village* Ins Sclientific
Monthly (Journal), Vol.83, No.2, BR.s6-81. k

45, Smita, Charu (1977)t “The Jajmani System in an

Urban Metropolis", In: Social Change « Journal of
the Council for Social Development, Vol. 7, Mo.i.
Pp. 2023, )
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 11ght on the problems of Untouchables., Here we shall
concentrate on laud«ownership, land-holding pattern

and the Untouchables, in the traditional economy.

(a).

Land-ownershi

dwnership of land and property are the bases on
which bngfs qéqnbm;c pdéition dependé, Land plays an
impcftanti?q}e in the‘soeioaeconomie‘pdsition of any
.1ndiviﬂﬁa1-in_séciety.v Therefore, pioperty ané.oﬁnarsh P
 Of=%t have a great significance. The subject of owner
- ship of property, Sucoéssion and inheritence are dealt
with in the Indian lawubaoks like Smritis and in the

commentaries‘ks

The Kings' function was: not only concie-
ved in terms of legislation but of protection and this
involved the proteetion not only of his subjeei Irom
invasion but also of the order of soclety - the right
way of iife for all ckasses and ages (Varnashgama Dharma)
as laid down in the Sac¥ed taxts.‘7 The Kings or Chief-

tans were protectors of Dharma, It was believed that

46, Karve writes: i'at].ma.ytaz eommnntora referred to the
principles - according to Smritis, Dharma, Vyavahar
Charitra and Raja Shasana while dealing with succe-
ssion and inheritance 0f their relation to kinship
organization of dwijas (twice born people) viz.
Brahmin, Kshatria and Vaishya". Karve, Iravati,

(1968)s Kinghip Or ggg%ggtion in India, *Asia Publi-
cations, Bombay. p.27.

,l7-'. Baaham, A.L, Op.cit. Pe 138; nadhakrishﬂang S.‘,
| (1961): The Hindu View of Life. Unwin Books, London
He has discussed the stages of 1ife (pp; 59.66) an
Gaete System (Chapter~IV),
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the King was Dharma incarnate and that he maintained the
avd

'sacred law' by punishing evil dcers and gzﬁkotﬁgéftha

righteous. The kings were the custodians of law and

order in society.

There are. twa 3deas 0of Royal ownership of land.

: One view holds that King was the owner of all land and
wvater in his Kipgdop.: The other view holds that the -
King was the owner only im a socio-political sense, but
that in reality he did not own the land. This latter
view is held by’@hbshal&kg‘”AQ*it could be seen in the -
~ ¢ase of Sudras aad‘the‘ﬁntauchahlés, the lendssof Indian
villages were not truly commnnal because, the different
castes did nn% have -equal rights tq their use.kg In
India communal ‘ownership only meant that a particular
caste Bad rights on certain portions of village iand,
However, the pasture grounds and goves of fruit treéa
{such aé mangoes) were generally held to be open ior all
villagers'! use. The rights were‘éccorded according to
their ritual statns., And in case of Untouchables, or
sudras‘eVen if they'had‘opportunity, they must not do so. _

48, Ghoshal, .N» (1973): ?h A rari A
Ancient India, Bbarswat Library, Cuicutta.
49, Basham was mmm of the opinion that majority ot

thinkers on this subject favoured the doctrine
of royal ownership. Basham, A.L., Op.cit, p.ii1i.
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‘Xt was considered by the dwijas that it was against
the sacred iaw.iz3the Sudras or Untouchables accumulated
any wealth, hence their doing was wrong. As far as .
poésible; they must-remﬁin humble servants of the
country. '( |
. .In;igct,'the religious valties, principles and
_;jégstoms“wéfé"1ﬁparfedvthrbugh the-ﬁt@gessfbt spcializa~
~ tion’of Hihdus; and the menifestation of them would be
:7 3seen atvtﬁe'évenis-likerthét.bt'eighi érohibitioﬁaso
- which vere imposed on the Untouchéhlés by the caste
- 'Hindus in the year 1930. When the Untouchables disregare
© - 'ded them, it led to the use of violence by the caste
- Hindus agaiﬂstlnntnuchahles. The caste Hindus destroyed
- their huts, granaries and properties:. They also looted
the Untouchables! live-stock,

As Mangalore District Gazettérﬁi‘has written
tha% "when the Anée-Kbraga ( the Untouchahles)vhad to
.'carry & spittoon round their necks as being so highly
poiluting that they could not be allowed to expectorate
on the public road."
Thus, even after the indepenﬂgnce, the Untoucha-

bles in rural India, generaliy are not allowed to enjoy

50,  Ploase see Appen#iix No. 1,PPI33-135,
515 o Buttbng J.H. Op.cit. Ps 200,



(a8
[

civic 1life. Xt may be seen fron verious Reporis that

in some villages, 1: any Untouchable person dares to
approach the pnblie well and tank etc., he is nan—handled
and economically bycotted, 1n certain cases, the Untoucha-
ble women aré made naked and thien the procession ot

naked womeu taken, their women are raped, their men are
hanged and burnt alive. ritualistically sacriricied,

their houses are burnt. and their property is also 1ooted.52

| The tteatmen;g:or Untouchables as a whole by the
e#sfe\ﬁindusyef 6ne side reveals<thgt any activity of
Untoﬁchables, if gées against the eiisting interests,

- usages, customs and tradition.of caste Hindus, they (the
ﬁntbuéhables) are punished even beyond imagination.
Thué, the hope of dwginé land was suppressed and their
efforts to become economically wéll~being were gmvoked
by socio~rellgious>Saéctions. Hence, the net result

whs that they had to become landless.

The three groups « Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya
tradi tionally employed others to till the land. However,
the ritual prohibition was restricted to Brahmin and

52, Regort of the Committee on Untouchability, Economic
. and Educational Development of the Scheduled Castes

and Scheduled Tribes and connected documents. Govi,

of India, Dept¥. of Social Welfare, New Delhi, 1969.

PP 15—332 Reports 1974. The Commissioner for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 1971~72 and
9’ Govt. of India, Ministry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi, pp. 152—172‘ Report-1975: Report of th
Commi ssioner for Scheduled Castes i Scheduled Tribes
1973«74, Gove.of India, Ministry of Home Aixairs,
New Delhi, pp. 181-195.
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Kshatria., For instance, the Brahmin was not supposed
to till ihe land becahse by doing so he might injure
insects ana“animalsisg Théy doulé éwnglénd and get if
| ‘ploughed’bymothers‘.rNevertheiessg ﬁhe'vaiéhyas al so
-géenerally avoided tilling the land, fTraditionally the
ﬁntouchaﬁléé.and thé‘sudfés garevﬁeﬁg servants of the
tp%éefgﬁpei castess They tilled lands beldnging to these
: eastéS}-'Thus,;the righté,.namely;jowhing, selliné;
. purchasing, supervising, leasing,fiom.legal point of
" vhkew were exclusively enjoyed by the Caste Hindus. The
- ' Sudras and Untouchables .were denied these rights.
However, exception to the denial of right in land,
the Untouchables had a piece of 1and,5&, This phkece of
dand was allowed toZ?ultivated(in iieu of village servant
or Ayagar). 'Thié.lana was so small that their surfival
* depended on other ménial jobs.,
ihe second right in land of Untouchables in
traditional society was that of burial ground. The
Untouchables had to dig graves for deceased belonging

53.  Srinmivas, M.N. (4955): In Marriots, Op.cit,

5%. Parvathamma states that the temple records do not
say anything about the balance of :land (56 acres
and 22 cents) but according to oral information,
this land was distributed between Maratha mirade
players and Cheluwadi pipers. Parvathamma, C.
Op.cit. p. 161,
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‘to higher castes. Besides, some coing, cloth, the
-aeceased wore, they also received xeé for that‘gronnﬁ.ss
P@he income oi hni%ai»grqundrand of village seryantst
-lﬁnﬂ wére partiy;éuﬁﬁiémentary to theirvliveiihooa.
Therefore, under such condition ﬁheir 6ther'vééati§n

. was becoming egriculture or manual labour.

' Late entry into the field of Agricultur

[

(v)

The origin of the”Untouchable's.réal entry in
the field of agriculture may be traced in the changing
phase of rural economy under the impact of British '
rule.sﬁ The British Government issued an order for

the grants of “ﬁhakari 1ands" (or servant lands or Inam
lands for their services to Government) of the villages
as their remﬁneraﬁiona The British Government secured

an access for them to the servant land in terms of legal

553 Gpacita

56, Davis Kingley, (1951)3 The Population of Indi
%gd Pakistan., Princeton hapter-~18, p.170;

n Belgum district, Karnataka state, the service

lands are called "Iglwarike hola" and "Holeyana
Hola"® . The former refers to land given for
their service to Government and the latter refers
to land given in lieu of the service in Aya system,

Thus, ®"Sarkari", "Chakari® are the local names of
non~ryotwari tennres. Various Inams are listed

in Census of India, 1961: Land Tenures in india,
VOJ-.I, Part-XI{i ’ Delhig 1968. Ppa 10&"”"115.
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rights which was brohihited in Hindu polity. Thus,

it was through government's initiative to improve their
conditions, Its aid helped them to carry oh their
limited agriculturgl'activities on the piots of land
alloted ia them@,>Thﬁs, their laté entry.in the agricul-

... ture was accompanied by the rights inlland in terms of

;_1eéal ovnership. :Thiglis.the‘very basis‘of security

and hence,tenh?e%  f”
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(X) = LAND-OWNING PATTERN IN MYSORE STATE

{11) AGRARIAN SERVITUDE AND AGRARIAN STATUS

OF THE UNTOUCHABLES
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 From the preceeaingvsectionn,the‘gennra;ization
would emerge that the gwijas (caste-Hindus) were exciu-
gively given rights in land agd prppgrty. Broadly
speaking, in the traditional economy, the land syste;
consisted of Poligars and Ayagars;iv Therefore, we shall
briefly discuss the land-owning pattera with reference

" ‘to untouchables.

. (1)

Poligars f'

The early land system in the old Hysorea'State
cénsiatedﬁot'Pbliéars and Ayagars.' The Poligars were
" the defeated chieftains who remained vassals and paid

to Hhe victorious Ki :
’tributeg& They were also appointed as trusted servants

t0 manage the uncultiveted waste land and jungle to

bring them under cultivation, They were powerful
representatives of the sovereiga and‘in the later days
they emerged as the landed aristocracy of the country3

(Mysore province).

1. George, P.T. (1970): "Land System and Laws in
Mysore State®, Ins Arthavijnang « Journal of The
Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona,
Vol. XII, NQS. 1 & 2, pr. 117-192, '

2. The old Mysore State consisted of nine districts,
vig., Bangalore, Chikmangalore, Chitradurge, Hassan,
Kolar, Mandya, Mysore, Simoga and Tumkur,

-

3 Ibid,
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Qhe seeénﬂ caﬁegory-called'&yasars' consisted
ot'twelvo hereditary occnpational'représgntatives. They
rendered their services according to regulations issied
by the Kings Idr‘theix administration. These different
hereditary offices (Ayagars) were recogrised and provi-
. sion was made for théir maintenance ihﬁthe Vijayaenagar
reign. !hey}wgfes ”
(1)  shanbhog - Accountant
(2) Gﬁﬁﬂa - ﬁeadﬁaﬁ L
(3) Kemmara =« Blacksmith
(4) Badagil- = Carpenter
(5) Agasa -;\‘washerman
(6) Panchangi - Village Astrologer
(7) Nainda « Barber
(8) Madiga =« Shoc-maker
(9) Akkasale = Goldsmith
(10) Talwari ~ Watchman of the village
(11) |Nirganti « Watchman of the tanks and
(12) Eumbara « Pot-maker.

George has categorised these two Ayagars into
three groups which are:
(1) The first group consisted of the Shanbhog and Gauda,
(II) The second group comsisted of village artiaans, and
(XII) The third group comprised of village servants.
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The tikst group was héld'responsible for keeping an
account £or each village and for maintaining law and
order. They wero the links between the villagers and
the high'officials of the state, The Shanbhogs wére.
responsible for the collection of land revenuei So
lfhe§ were'redu1fed'to keep detailed account of ‘all the
.éultivétors'ih their jurisdiction. They also held

'yxiviléged lands nr'ﬂagxamBTas remuneration for their
liéervices; These privileged lands were later on called
aé service ipams. - For such land, they paid Jodi* to
Government. The Gauda's functions were to see that
the farmers cultivated the land for the Kandays (land
revenue or land tax) or rent to be paid per annuu; Like
Shanbhogs'they were also anthorised to collect revenue
from various duties and remitted it to the authorities.
In addition to these assignmentg, they also settled the
rents for the ensuing year according to estimates made
by the Govermment officials (Amildars).

The village artisans and servants were réquired
to see that thelr respective services were rendered,
They were paid for their duties in the form of grant
of privileged lands for which they regularly peid Jodi.

* Jodl means grant of land or village on lighfer assesse
ment than the proper land revenue; quit-rent,
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But the Panchangi (village astropgloger) was exempted
from paying Jodi, '

George points out that the land system under
Vijayanagar reign was one of the direct payment of iand
taxes to the state through the village officials (Shanblog
and Gégﬂa}.f fhis, according to him, amounted to some
sort of Ryotwari systemag He says that the land system

" has ﬁndergone'soﬁé chénges; He has surveyed the land

system under different administration of Kings.

In brief; under the Hyéofe Rajaa (Chik Deva Raja,
1672 - 1704 A.D.) land taxes were aléo imposed on ryots
accordingrfo directions laid down in the sastras. During
his reign the Poiigars were compelled to leave the village
to live aizgapitgi,- Because as Chik Deva Raja went on
conquering, the capital Srirangapatna had to be looked
after. And the lands held by the soldiers were exempted
 from taxation to gain their goodwill.® fThus, he utiliged
them in the eveniof rebellion ete., However, the Raja
retained control over the lands by his right as the over-

lord. Thus the cultivators became the tenants of the State.

5,  Ibid.

5. Venkata Ramappa, M.N. (1975): Outlines of South

Indian,ﬂistogg, Vikas Publishing House, Pvt.Ltd.,
Bombay. pp. 202-204,
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In the later period, Hyderali introduced a machi-
nery for collecting remt and to redress the grievances
of ryots by appointing two Brahmin officials. These
officials were called Harakars. In each district he
established such a system but it was abolished by his
son Tippu Sultan. ﬂnuring Tippu Sultan's perioh an
iomportant step wvwas to take out various types of inamsg

J:‘held by the Hindna - particularly the Brahmins. The

o
Poligars whp were;igﬁggfk underLsarakar Management and

the abolition o;i?g;§£§¥s (Brahmin otticials) ereated
‘discontent._z o . -

During the reign of Dewan Purnaiya (1799-1810)
 two important settlements were emerged viz., hereditary
prbperty'ahd_héreditarf sgrv;ceé., Under Maharaja Krishna
Raaa_wadeyar_(1811—#831)'an important:developmeni was
‘the_séftlement orvvillages on Kayamguttag ~ permanent
village settlement at loﬁ agsessment. In his period,
- Fauzdars (Chief military administrator of district) were
~ authorised to make grants of Kayamgutta villages for which
money rent was fixed., Another importént developuent was
of Batayi system where hired labour or tenant-at-will of
the Governmént cultivated lands on the basis of share of

the produce. The lands were held by the Jodidars {who
heldg grant of land on quit-rent). Brahmius and others
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held inam lands. These inam lands were ef rent freefands
During this time, the Gauda alone collected the revenue
from the ryots.

However, the history of the land system under |
Bfitisn.rnlew(1831~1881) is of great significance. Lewis
. writes about theif‘aﬁministration:wés ?to,fe:orn flagrant
abuses in the oldigs::mii’berate?fradé and agricultural
~¢lasses in their just righte, against the gross tyranny
.énd,shamgtﬁlleﬁbrtign of a host of unscrupulous officials
in every départmept,vto purity and to regulate the admini-
stration of justice to develop the resources of the
uconntry‘u6 This shows that their efforts were directed
to put in order the chaotic inam tenancies in the state.
Thus, the British Government established the Survey and
Settlement Departments to setile the government lands.

In view of fhe above administrative purpose, the ryotwari
system introduced by William Bentinck igfﬁambay Presidency,
was also implemented in Mysore Province,

Birstly, the British identified the landholder
who was responsible for the payment of land revenue.

They elassified tenures according to the method of settléng

" the revenue.

6.  Bice, Lewis. Op cit. (1897) p. 639,
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Under Zaminderi system the land revenue vas fixzed
4in perpetulity and the zamindar had all the residuary.
rights to waste-land and the like. These rights were
not held by the cultivator. In the Zamindari system,
the landowner ‘was .grented relaxively-tévOurab1e<ratas
‘0f land revenue. The lands controlled by the state
wore subject to full payment of revenue. The various
-!rates of revenue ware adjusted periodically taking into
cansxderation ryots or the actual cultivators. At the
'x'end of the British period Mysore proyience consisted,
broadly #peaking, of two systems,namélyﬂayotwari syetem

”'-aﬁd‘!namadari System,

' Iu@gdari sthem
In ryotwari areas, tn large holding; lands were

cultivated by undertenants or Payakaris (temporary culti-
vators). Such cultivation was undertaken om various
terms, Batai lands were also held directly from the
%overﬁment on the basis of an agreement to pay assessment
in kind (usually grain).

In Inawdari system, an‘;ggg vas granted; It was

a grant or gift by the government for personal benefit,
Such grants were made,tn 1ndividua1 or individuals or

for religious, charitable and other pnrposes or for the
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services renﬂered to the state or the village community.
I1nam lands were held free ot assessment and in some casel
subject to Jodi or quit rent.

ave '
There/different types of inams that existed in

the state., Théy are claésiried into five caxegories7 ass
(1) Personal Inams; (2) Religious Inams; (3) Kodagi Inams;

(&) Service Inams and (5) Hiseﬁllaneous Inans.

The Tahleai given ‘below shews the pattern o2 land

holding 1n.Inam areas,

TABLE = 1 1IN

Result of the
- Settlement of
: —— . ' cash alienations

Results of the settlement
-0f land inams ofvall kinds

~Class - ,
| No.,of Bx::gt Assessment gg;egt Asount
cases Na B
S acres confirmed
 Devadaya 19702  18402% 254813 1544 209090
Pharmedaye 431 240079 184463 76 47656
Inans of 30475 337943 791696 343 010
?ersonal benettt : 7
Kodagar and 4719 8124 27733 - -
avadi dasavandam '
duans of misce- 2317 9197 27034 - -
llaneous polic '
and revenue
services _
Inam artisans 4291 23618 17404 - -
Village service 557 11939 3402 - -

to government

‘Bource: George P.T.l ystem an
In: Arthg Vi.ln $ Nosn 1 & 2‘ P 135:

. George FTT} Op.cit.,
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The Table reveals that the lands were held by the
Brahmins and Gawdas were larger in areas. But the village
artigans.dhe.ld' sméll grea,é of land. The village servants

‘held even less land than the artisans.

Besides large ereas of land held by the Brohmins
and Gaudas, the religious Ipamswere also hold hy their
respective c;ommuni}?y"s priests. For instance, BrMn
and Lingayat mathes held land (Sringeri matha had 4852
piles of land)s Although the Dharmesdaya m and chari-
‘table Znstitutions: wére fewer im number, they hed larger
‘estates iaéiuaing éasté lah&;_ The distriﬁutﬁoh'system'
'consisted of various types of service. Inans waééinequi—

"tons in terms of the a.ctual service rendered.

Thns, the’ iandholding pattern shows that the
'-Brahmi.ns and Lingayat priests owned & larger areaso:t
village land than their ryots. !i'hese priests cultivated
ther by the help of either hired labourers or sharecropers.
The lower castes, especially the Untouchables tilled their
1ands.8 The Inams assigned to G‘.hatra,é*, were for-upper
castes only. The tem;iles of Untouchables were not endowed

with agricultural or even waste land.

8., Srinivas M.N. 0p.c1t. (1955) p.ss

* Chadvaw are dhw PLa.c,e,,.g whare fhe Bdaﬁ\m pw%t?
are given &_eémedhmgv\t
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ﬁhus, the distrihntion of 1and reveals, besides
'lunequal rights in land, unequal pattern of landholding
of difterent sections (castes) of society in rural India.
On the one hand the upper castes owned larger proportion
of land of the villagecmd*hey anvoked the authority of
.'social sanctions anﬂ customs anﬂ caste rules to sustain
their sound eeonomic poaitions On the other ‘hand, the
ilower eastes oocupied weak material positions and served |

'as tenants or- agrieulturai labour.

(u) | ,.mam AN -SERVITUDE:,

Qhera was a elose associaxion or cnnneetion between
caste and oecupation as far as lower castes are concerned.
Broadly speaking, most af‘the workers in agricultural
labourvu e&stes folibwea iﬁéir traditional occupations

-and sécohdly,théﬁgh'the subsequent measures (for example,
'~1ega1‘emanﬁﬁhatibn of slaves in 1B43) were enforced to
improve their lot, still they remained as agricultural
10

labouregys, Pharma Kumar®~ gays that shere these forms of

9. For instance, the percentage of actual workers -
- following traditional occupations in castes from
solected districts « according to Census 1911 is
“as follows: Cheruman -~ 93.5; Holeya - 65.7 and
Pargiyan 64.2, Cited from Dharma Kamar, (1955):
Land and Caste in India: Agricultural Labour in
the Madras Presidency During Nineteenth Century,
Cambridge, p. 61.

10, Ibia. p. 62.



a8

‘servitude flourished the bulk of labourers were unfree
and hired. Abéording to her, this was almost true of
Mglbar and Soath Canara. She refers to the 0011ec£or
of South Canara who reported in 1801\fhat nearly all ‘the
cnltivation*uas carried on by Holeyas or Slaves of other
aorts anﬁ that the gondition of working class in Canara
was servile. She reports that in Soath Canara, .at least
10 to 12 per cent of the total population consisted of

,,agricultural slaves.

ﬁowever, the Indian institution of servitude or
gerfdom differed from European conception.11 In other
‘words; these institutions in India bad the support bt
a"iz-uherein each occupalit in that

system was tied with traditional relations such as ritual

'Varnashrana Dharnm

relations an@l ascribed status relationships. The serfdom

was deeply rooted in the Indian society and its sanctidns,

local customafand'even official b&essings.13

11, In other countries, groups of people who were
designated as "slaves" or "serfs" were mostly
deprived of their rights by their masters. By
contrast in India, some limited rights were given
to the agricultural serfs.

12, Gail Omvedt {1976): Cultural Revolt in a Coloni
Societ The Non-Braghmin Movement in Western India
1873~1§30, Scientific Socialist Education Trust,
Bombay. p. 27.

13, For example,'The Holeyas should be stopped from
enlisting in the army as they were in habit of
quarrel with their masters' -~ a order by Collector
of Canara. Dharma Kumar, Op.cit. p. 67.
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Thus, the use of Holeyas has coniinued.to help

- stabilise the system. Because the most important factor
was the helieé in super natural punishment for acts of
deviance,?* #his fear made them to remain faithtul fo
the rules which functioned as agents of social comtrol.,
,wfhéfeééteiﬂin&ﬁp,éere'empcﬁéred by‘thegﬂiﬁdn Law to
‘exocute their rights. Therefore, Dharma Kumar observess
#Purely econonmic jnstixicaxién (inﬁeﬁtedness) can not

- alone account for the survival of the system of servitudo
and this inescapable bonﬁage vas reintorced by the tenan-
cious‘trad;tiqns pxiserfdog!.. She states furthers

' ‘“Whatever the origin of the system, its durability must
be explained in so¢ial rather than ecéiomic terms, in
terms of caste system rather than merket needs. And

" these institutions were deeply rooted in'the South Indian

Society". 15

14, Harper E.B, (1968)5 "Social Consequences of Unsucce-

ssful Low Caste Movement®, Ins cial Mobility in
the Caste System in Indi Silverberg, James (ed.)
Mouton The Hegue, Peris. pp. 36«65.

15. Dharma Kumar. Op.cit. ppe 75«76. In this context,
Nilakanta Sastri's conclusion is that although there
is no clear evidence of the predial slavery (in
the Chola period), it is possible that most of the
labourers of the "last class® did not differ much
from slaves in their statusy Sastri, K.A. Nilakanta
(1955). The_Cholas, Madras. p.87.
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fhore are; maihly three terms usually used for
the classification of agricultural labourers. 7These are
called in Kannada Waﬁttalu', *Mannalu® and Saladalu",.#
!hase-terms are used for understanding the torwé of
Indian agrarian servitude. These terms are locally used.
On the whole agricultural labourera.were not free. Among
them the untauchabieé,were very far from being free.
The servants bfought and sold had to gﬁzae by their caste
'éniés; Their{&asterasiave or master-serf relations were
in harmony since the religioua system of belief helped
to dq'soau40n‘both the 'parties the religious values contri-
buted. to the harmony of their relatioms. The serfs or
slaves were\diViéed‘inmq three categories. They arez16
(1) The hereditary serfs or the serfs permanantly
- attached to the land, i.e., Huttalu

| | (‘M.) Condi tional slave « Mannalu and

.

. {4i1) Dedt slave = Saladalm:
(1)  Hereditary Serg s Huttalus . .
' Huttalu was a servant of the landlord. He was a

permanant servant of the master right from the time of

his birth: In the hereditary serfdom, the servant had

LI The'Kannada terns: Huttus Birtﬁ; Mannu = Land or
80il; Alun = gervant and Sala = loan,

: ’.6! Dharma K“ma.rn 099011}‘ ppi 32“‘!‘80
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" to work zor:gqnerations of masters. There was no
éscape_trom that bondage.
The master was obliged to lookeafter h$® servants.,
Their service was conditional one - that the master é;ve
them gustomary allowahce 0f rice, clgth and so on for
their 1ivslihood, The servants hadli, their right to
recover their balance. . - |
| | Anowefpr, the servants were subject to sale.1? me
o _servahts wgré_alép'sold and purchamed. Servants were
v.vft?ansgered withih»the.rangerf 20 oxr 30 miies of tngir,
birth pl&ce; o | |

The cost ét the slave varied from one place to
another.18 Here the caste of the slave was eoésidered
and on the basis of it the prices varied. The best male
slaves were sold:atfg 6 Ss -an& ﬁtred out at 3s 94 per

annuam, FPor Cheruman £1 6s and the anunalvrent'(hiring
éharges):was 28 6d. The price of male child was Be3/ 8

annas. In terms of barter system,one palr of slaves was

17.  Thurston reports that/host of the hilly taluka
(South Canara) each Wargadar or proprietor of landed
estate ouned a set of servants called Buttalu and
Mannalu. These were of Holeya class but in some
other places they were men of the Hasalar tribde.

Thurston, E. (1909); Castes and Tribes of South India
Vol, II. Madras. 9.33 . 7

.18, Dharma Kumar, Op.cit. pp. 35-~433 Dr, Srinivas has
referred to slavery im Coorg. He has mentioned more

or less the same prices of slave. £ = about B5.13,
srinivas, M.N. Op,cit. (1952). p.22,
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sald to. be equivalent to four pairs of buffaloes. In
the market of slaves (labourers) the rate of the male
slave varied between fs.12/= to 2.26/-, The wife cohld

"not generally be sold separately froum her husband.

{11) §ervant Attached to Land - KannE;u:

whe g u was also the slave of the landlord.

'These serVants wers- tied to land. Honce whenever the

;o Iamd ‘Was sold or purchased, automatically the slaves

weﬁm aleng thh 1t. Thus, along with land the slaves

: iwere seld and pruchaaed.. The purchase price of estates

included the value of slaves ﬁhich variedi?z; place to
;'anothera These servants vere born.into servitude and
' they died in it. Even if they tried to escape from
;ﬁthese ehains, tney had to face risks.

(1ii) Debt_Slave - Salad

“fhe Debt slaves or the Saladalu were the indivi-
'duals who entered into a contract of working for their
master to pay 6fi a debi. Their agreemont of contract
consisted of payment in kind and cashs The debt slaved
had to work off a debt for a specific period, Until,
the debt is paid, they had to work im their Master's
land. The debt slave system thus ditrered from thét of

(&: 012

Mannelu and Huttelu, in-the sense thatkﬁormer4was free

dakt s fawes
if he pays off debt. Thus, th§<\were nnt tied on the
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‘baéik 0f horeditary pyligqxion@

There’are'somq evidences which indicate that genes.
rally the Holeyas #ere'ﬂebt'glagés and the references to ,
them are féundxin the xeikaﬁuhgn alsos For example, the
Coorgt wedding’ song seys: "With this wealth he brought o
band of Hoiayaé'to_till niailahév‘ig The owntng of slaves
eﬁnanceﬂvthé‘statqé of master. Thus, he was proud in owning
slaves. . . | . | |

Here the_telntion'spemed;td bé coordial 1f that
servant remained faithfuls He was treatod asmanomaga (own
,soa)gfjne had to"be Ted daily. The debtorship was also known
~ as Jéeta systeﬁ wniéh'ﬁae'brevelent in Dhorwar district. As
the contract ﬁaa estzblished on an agrecement the Jeeta. sorvant
could pay off the debt and again he could renew i8; Howover,
the debt slave sysiem or comtractual servantship is said ¢to
be the remnant of serfdom; Usually ine poor persons entered
$ato such syétema

The agreements woere somotimes written and at times
orally done. " his contractual plédge also imvolved certein
religious rites such as ihe drinkin@imilk by the debt slave

offered by his master in front of templegp This milk-drinking

19. Ibid,
205 Harper, E.B. Op.cit, (1968),
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ceremony ensured the bond, However, this system is

and they
looked down uponby fhe Untouchableslotten refused to go

through such ceremony‘ei .

Thaus, these master-slave or cnntraotnai relations
ships were highly instituii&nalized and vertical, So
these relatiansnips, might be viewed as relationship
between patrons and clients. These relations were ulke
equal sinoe they consisted ot vertical links between

di:terent eastes.

21, . Ibid.
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()  CHANGING LAND SYSTEM AND THE UNTOUCHABLES
DURING POST~-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD WITH REFERENCE
TO KARNATAKA:

As India became independent, the development in
the field of agriculture received more importance.
There were two major developments, namely, abolition
of feudal intermedieries and the enactment of laws
regulating landlord-tenaent relationships. A Commi tteel
‘was appointed to suggest measures for suitable legisla-
tion in the state for the abolition of Zamindars, Jahgir-
dars, Kayamgutta grants and Sarvamanyams. And 1£r:130
required to suggest simplified ténures by abolishing Jodi
and Inams etec. The Committee pointed out that the inam
villageswgre among the most backward areas in the state
though it has fertile and greater national resources,
Hence, it recommended that the elimination of the inter~
mediariesas, therefore, necessary in the interest of an

improved agricultural econ.emy.2

The Committee examined the temancy laws and ;

recommended suitable legislation in the Miysore3 state.

i. The Chairman of the Committee was H.B. Gundappa
‘ Gauda and its report is The Report of The Committee

for Revision of Land Revenue System in Mysore,
Bangalo re, 1950, .

2.‘ Ihid’ Part“'2’ p'26.

5 Mysore Act., No.I of 19553 The Mysore (Peréongl and

Hiscellaneousl Inam Abolition Act, 1954,



It also laid down the principles for the pgyment of
faly compensation in respoct of each olass, in view of
the intorest of iﬁpxﬂvemm in agricultural economy.

Besides the various Inams were abolished on compens

- satienary basis anﬁ a Kadim vas treated as regiaterad
‘occupant of the Ianﬂs. 'Eh@ Gomtttees’ remmandationi
‘were acted upon by passins Hysnra (Personal and Miscella~

: ,neone} xnms Abolition Act, 1954. The Act was directed
towardﬁ abautian of wmajor xnams and the vinag& service

: &Eﬂ.ﬂ. helﬁ by m amnbhoga, and mrasdara. E’he Act
repeale& the Act of 19501‘ and it was the maor step 1::
bringing auaanatad ﬂ.uages nnder the govermment control.
It also gav«a the pmﬂ.sinn tot personal cultivatton vhich

wds one of the loopholes of that Act. In 1955, a further
engetuent vas made in cover the inamg by religious and
charitable msutuﬁ_ansﬁ However, it sxompted the ingms
‘held by Pujari, Archak otc. who renaaréd their services |
in those institiitions.

George has observed that the rights and privile-
goes enforced on the tenanis were to meot the needs of

"» |

- For Qxanple, Sr_iﬂgeri Jahgir end all other Devadapya
gﬁ:aa gees l!ygnn Antiﬁ.:w
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justice. But, the rights of the tenant to purchase,

for instance, were hollow so long as the tenants could

not take any initiative to effect a transfer of the

land to nim;® : ¢

Atter the reorganization of Mysore stata in 1956,

‘the ‘areas which'Wére included ~ the Mysore state from

| vBombay, Hyderabad, Madras and the Goorg - had their

. respective tenancy lavs (except COGrg at the time of

; ¥reorganizat1on) Beeause of the reorganxzation of the

- Mysore statey different tenanqy laws in different areas

b ledut0<camplex diVerganeies.. Therefore, a Committee

headed‘by-Jatti;'was'fdrmed‘tO'prov;de & comprehensive
tenancy 1aws.7 The Coﬁmittee suggested many measures.
_Thus, though the 1nter1m measures brought unitormity
whioh still differedin major aspeots.\

Though some measures were of temporary naturé,
- snd foz:their-etieetive implementation had also been
 prolonged. For examplg, Mysore Land Reform Act, 1961
was delayed upto 1965 for its implementation.s

6. George, P.T, Op.cit.

7. The Government has appointed a Committee ~ The
Mysore Tenancy Agricultural Land Laws Committee -
headed by B.D, Jatti, in 1957.

8. Srikanthayya, B.S. (1966): "Rewhew of Implementation
of Land Reforms in Mysore", In: Seminar on Land
Reforms Proceedings and Papers, Seminar Series,
No. 1, tSocio-Economic Research Division (Planning
Gommission) New Delhi, pp. 177-179.
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However, the Land Roform Act of 1961 ﬁnde general
proviaions fagaréiug tonancies. It dofined tonanta!
payaent, @onpenaatﬁdn to londlords, etc., the gronnds
of eviction and other rights of tements., It also maﬁc
an important provision in respect ¢2 tenant (saétﬁon 43)
that the rigbts anl privileges of any tenant under any
circumstances should not bo limited or abrogated., This

gave greater gecurity and advantages ts tenants.

The above Act (section, hl) bas pravidaa foxr the
\ con:ermunt of awnarship on tananta, Tho tenants who
were tilling govermment lands came to be recognised am
occupants. fihevAat also sstablished principles and the
mode of fixation ond paymenﬁfgnmpensa&ionu £t also pus
certain rostrictions on alienation of 1aﬁda such as
land transfors to non-agrieunlturists.

Agein, the Mysore Land Reform Act, 1061 which
beceme law in 196é,f%%3 not enforce till Ootober, 1965.
Moreover, because of Section t4, the lendlords. had
filed their statoments for resumption of lands upto
£-10-1966. Thus, the timely action on' the part of
government was lacking and the process 0of land reform

 to achieve physicel targets was. slow.

Bowever; in view of the planned agricultural

developuent, there emerged two mojor emphases during

\
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post~independence period. They were to pwqmote econonic
growth an& ;mprnva-agrarian rala%sonsg Thus, the govern-
ment nndertook land-reform moasures ﬁé‘maximisa agriénla
tural prnteetien‘and tw reduce economic ﬁanualitleg.
| ?hera:ﬂre. to attain the Snrmtr ohaeot the 1eg£51ativ3
'nwanuraa cunststad of ahulitian of in&exmaaiariaa, confe-
rment of ownershxp on the tiller of the so0il amd thi
1mposztinn nt eaaiing on the lanﬁholaings. ?br the second
| ubject, the guvarnmant undertook aﬁministrative measures
.:suah as maintenanna az uputotﬂa&e reoor&s of rightg ﬂiatr1~
~ bution ¢r~ga#ernment waate and zorest land to the landless
porsons, efc. All measuzas havo uzzented traditional
acanonv - the assacia&ion betveon caate hierarchy and
agrarian,hiaraxchya  !n\Karﬂataka ail villeges come under
Bavatwa:i,‘uhﬁre‘ﬁhé'&énd is aivided 1n£d,s¢veru1 indivie
dnal survey numbers. Those nnmﬁara_may aisn have sube
divisions. In the Bayatwami syatﬂm\tﬁe land revenue 1is
fixed on individual survay.nuﬁb&raa

In the 1na§9 ignura systen the land 4is held on &
reduced asgessment which is not liadle to rovision. Kow-
Iver, the Inams or Watans (nasai)n@apanae or Kalkarni,

9, Gagetiee ‘ o Distriobs
vox Bambay, Govt. Puhliuaxinns “Bombay .
PP 3@o~ssz, it
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Rut
~ Patil and village servants) have been abolished. Thus,

the land is unequally owned by the people.,

Boteille points ont that thers s still a very

" high concentration of land within a single caste (xa; -
example, the Okkaligas who are cultivating owners) in
threoe villages in Hysorquﬁ"l}f “ ¥he microe-level studies
-conducted by Dharm Narian, P.C. Jouhi; S.Ks+ Sanyal and
others also revesl that there is no evidence 6£Hredncad
concentration of land in rural Inaie At For instence,
thers is an increese in the concentration ratio pertaining
to the distribution of ownership holding from 0.67 in
1055454 to 0.68 4n 196162,

annthélesa,ta the case of Wntouchables who were
almpst landless agricultural lobourers, tome of them
.have~becuma tenants and petti'agriculturzat9¢ According
to Dahl. this 45 a change trom 8 system at "Gunmulative
inoqualaties“ to one of ﬂdispersad inaqualittes" 12 In
other words, it " is a change from a relatively ”closed

systen" to a relatively "open system® of stqatitiﬁatlon.‘s

10, Beteilie, A.b Oyncitw (1966)i
$1.  Dharm Narian and Joshi, .c.(mﬁg)z ﬂmmznde of
Agricultural Tenancy®, Int
Weoekly, Sept. 27, Vol.lV, ‘o' pp: 9'
Sanyal, S.K.(1972): "Hap There Boen neeum In Agri-
cultural Tenancy?" In: Bconomic Lolitionl Weekl
May, 6, Vol.VII, No.19, Ppp. 9! - N

48, Dehl, A, Robort, (1961)s gxig o Governs?: Democracy
and power in an American Y, New Haven.

13, Boteille, A. Op.cit. {1966).
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(x1)

According to cansus " 1974, the population of °
Scheduled Capgtes in Karnataka state is 3850034, oOut
L'nf‘fﬁis, 3202756 are in rural aveas and 647278 in urban
a¥eas. ' Thely proportion to the total population of the
state of Karnataka is 13;1& per cent. The some Census
has listed 100 SQheauleﬁ Caates. @her& are nine néjor
oastes with larger strength amongst Scheduled tigétcs
population. They are Adt ‘Karnataka; Adi ntaﬂda, movi..
Bhambi grmp, Holeya or noler. Madiga, Ban.tara, Chalu«
vadi or channaya and Koram. Pney share more than 80
per cent population uzksgmednled aaste population. The
Schoduled Caste Communities are not. ﬂietﬂ.bu’bad uni £orme
ally among the districts of the state.

nal Pattern

We shall examins the occupational pattern of the
Untouchables in the state with tho hoelp of data given
in the Census 1961. Again, their compprison with that
of gemsral population will throw more light on the econo-
¢ position of Untouchables in the astate.

14, 03 ' " ' Snﬂea-i'i, Part-I-A.
_ Fadmanabhon (eod)
' Direotor oz cansus Operations Mysore, Bangaiore.
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I1x

v

VII
VIII

;Guxtziamor, |
" Agricul tural Labourer

In mining, quorry
other gervices -

In Hanaraotnring

ing and

In Household tnﬁﬁstry

other

than Musnhold industry

in conatrueuon

In trade and commerce

In transport, storage

and communication

In other seorvices

49,46  62.78
%4 .56 18,52
3459 3.23
| Bﬁazi 8‘053
5456 5,09
0.96 a;zx
- 1.%6 0.97
7.88 7.37
0.36 2.%0
0.44 0.26
7A4L. 5.6
*7~91 8.20

*Sources

Vol.XI, Part =

l'ht ortgtnal tables aduptod tor ogr purpoan

work are froms C

: Inm

s Broirs;

n rural areas).

of

2/ Co. ana
Volm'ﬂ; 9&!’* IXl-B
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k)
The above Table~i reveals that the population

ot Sehednled,east§s anﬂ'tha genexral population is not
uniformally distributed, And the general coﬁparison.
between the Scheduled castes and the gemeral population
shows the disparity in £h¢1r pattern of ﬂistf&bnﬁgd;
o&eﬁpations. vfhe fallouing# are the £Mpdt£hnt fiddingé&
'_(jj It is inter@sﬁing to nte that the groportion

of rural workers engageﬂ in primary sactor for Sthduled
castes population an& gemra,l population u same. -

84 per cent of unrkers are engaged in the primary aector
vana‘tho remainzng are engaged in noﬁpprimary ueetanms
1n casﬁ Jo2 both soheduled castes and general population.

But Inrthar axamiaation reveals thax the simtla~
- rity between the scheduled castes and the geners) popula-
tion hides the rosl disparity inm the distribution of

workers in terms of specific occupations.

(a) An tinoportant point to bde obaei?aa.in‘the
prinary sector is that the percentage of scheduled caste
workers as agricultural lebourers is quite high, In
other words, 31.46 per cent of agricultural labourers
‘are among the scheduled castes esgainst 18,52 por cent
for general population,
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{v) .%e scheduled castes'! share in the category
of cultivators is qnirte low as compared €6 general
population., The general populations' share is 62,78
' per cent as cultivators egainst 49.16 per cenmt of
scheduled castes. )

(2)  As for as noneprimary soctor is concorned, the
table,phéws'that nore or 1eas thﬂe' same proportion of "
workers are ongagea’ in those categorics. But agein
thaly proparﬁ!.on in industrial ooccupational categories
13 ot nﬁimm when closely examined,

(a) The proportion 61‘ the Schedule& caste
workers in the construction and other seryices is high
in comparison to the gemeral population.

(b) while their (SC) proportion in mamufactu-
ring industyry, trade and commeroe 1is low as against
general population.

(c) The proportiom of worsers for both Schedulod
castes and general population is more or less same in
the categories of household industry, transport servi-
ces, communinfion and mining.

Broadly speaking, the comparative picture of
occupational pattern of both the Schoduled castes and
the general populations shows thats
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(x) ¥hile comparing the occupations which involve
nnskilled and manual labour, the proportion of scheduled
caste workers is significantly higher than tho general
population. Thus, the main occupations in which the
Scheduled castes workers are engeged are agricultural
iaboures, construction anﬂ cther services..

{1r) vwhgie the ooccupations involvime the question of
ownership and where the skiilgis roquired, the proportion
of schedule& caste vorkers is low. For instance, in

’ manni;étu:iu_g ammiy, trads and commerce, the propore
tion ovt' achqduled' castes is very low. It shows that
théy are Q;uagea in such activiﬁas vhere unskilled

_ labour P roquired which follew low rate of wvages.

(I1X) PFinally, it is observed that in mining and
honsebold industry the proportion of both scheduled
sastes and the general population is sanme,

(XI1) LANDHOLDING PATTRRNS

In the preceeding section we have noticed that

NG_THE WNTOUCHABLE

 the ’propox‘tzon of scheduled caste workers as cultivators
| is quite low, when compared with the casto Hindus, The
data on family landholding pattern among the scheduled
castes and the gencral population show theix share in
land and the comparison of them also throw kight on the



unequal rights in land,

gﬁggzgfaaréa of lama 6290 g k3‘53}
Jgeggugs écre; of laﬁa‘ ._ : —29325 | : | 33.6@
'.I‘.argé j 73” 19.78

'.xs acres anﬂ pbove

' *Sourcaz The arigtnal tables are adapted xor purposeﬁ
of our work froms Cens 1 61,
Vol, V«A, Special Tables on Scheduled casteu
* and Scheduled Tribes {Sample Scheduled Castes
‘Hougeholds engoged in cultivation based on 20%
samile of all households in rural areas, Mysore
State). Delhi, pp. 304«306; Consu i
T 5 VG . XI, P&x‘t«-xl » HQ“SQDOI 7
Economic Tables (Sample households - gemeral
popnlation - engaged in cultivation based on
sample of all houscholfds in rural areas,
Mysore State), Dolhi, pp. 8436, S.C.: Schedus
led Castes} G.P.s General Population.

‘The above Table=2 gives the alstridbution of
éult;Vating households among the nine slge categories,
vhich have heen conveniently groupsd into broad three
groups. The above todle reveals the following pointsi



(1)  fhat the proportion of scheduled caste ecultivae
ting households in the small size holding (O to 5 acres
of land) is as much as 62 per cent, while the proportion

. 0f non-8,C. cultivators is 43 per ceut.

(2) As axamst this the pmyortian of the Scheduled
caste cultivators in the large size holding (15 and above
acres of land) 1s 7.90 per cent only, while the propors
tion of genoral populotion is 19.78 per cemt, In other
worﬂs,; the share of iarge sige holding emong the general
~ population is almost ‘double that of Schedulod castes.
(3) 8o far as the mdzm size holding is eonnernea
the pmportion of eult&vmora belonging to general popue
lationig! more t‘han that of the Scheduled ocaste cultivae
tors.
_(5) "'I‘he" table aiaib revaé‘}ls that not 6n1y the propore
tion of Scheduled ocaste enl;tivatura is small, but within
thig, their share es a small cultivator &s quite high,
And & small proportion (7.90 per cent) of cultivators

is of big landholders.

The micro-level village studies 1 by srinivas,
Epatein, and others also show that mpst of the village

e

150 Sritﬂ.::s,nthi ﬂp ogit 0(1955)’ Epstein, ‘I’cSc(1963)l

Ry | d Unj versty Px'ess ay; Gnrmurthy,
"(1976): Kallapur - A South Indien Village
xarnataka University, Dhavvar. il
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land is5 owned by the iﬁngayaiﬁ or Okkaligas, while

other castes ha#e nowinal landholdings. Moreover, the
finest land as well as tho land near the seitlement ?s
owned by the upper castes.

| For instance, Gurumurthy's study reveals that the
Untonchable - Madigns own 52.4 gores of land. % ana %
that too is shared by 35 fonilies,  In otheé'ﬁorda, per

' Modiga family, the holding 1s of ome aere, whereas the
ivﬁheluwgﬁia do not own land at all. The land owned by

lower castes is less fﬁftile.ﬁy

fhe second factor, besides the land owning pattern
is tenoncy. It comsists of diffevent types of tenmants,
such as owner tcmants and landless tonants.s The owner
tenants are those who own lesser amount of land. As the
* owned land is insufficient, they alsc become temants of

sone others.

The temants t11l1 the land on the basis of share=
cropping and leasing, These are the two major types
procticed in villagess Agaein the share cropping is sub-
divided into equal (Sari Palu or Sexs Issa) and unequal

$6.  Ibid. pp. 75-205 (Please see Appondix No.2, ),
i7. Inia. P36



aﬁnaraa-{ These are troaditional types of

my Issa or Seri Palu) is
preferred by the pror tenants. In this system, both, the
landlord and the tenant share the yheld equally, Somee
times, the landlord pays the whole revemus tax. Moreover,

tenancy. The equal share (

vhatever is spent and produced is shared equally by the
:%enant and the 1anélﬁrd¢ Bnt the tenure 1s mt permanent,
and whenevex-. the landlord wants, m can ask the temt

to vaeate his 1and ﬁuring the mmmere In this syatem,

tho tenant has no special righta to hol.d the land.

‘!he landloras who possess plenty of iand and
engagea in the profession or business usually give the
lend to tenants, VWhatever expenditure incurred by the
tenants 2,.8!%&&9 into account at the time 'ai sharing
the produces Generally the tenants are not changed often.
 However, there 1is no binding to koep one tenant'p'emamm

Pl

tly or give .him any tenancy papers.

The second type of tenmancy is that of leasing.
It 15 more of a contractual type. In this system a
botter off teanant uiil hire a pioce of land. The tenure
depends on the agreemént of both parties with fixed
suounk of i@!h)’ or grains. The tonant (loases) inmcurs

all the expenditurs, Thus, oxoept the loase amount, the



rest of the produce goes to the ledses. In this systen,
the tenure is zzxed; this socurity emncourages a tenant

to invest more and to produce more.

@hds, the sharo~¢roping and leésing-aro also
practised by the Untouchables. These tenancies uhich
were of traditional typo had no temancy documénts. Howe
:e?erg the ferma_aﬁﬁ éagﬂitioné é! t&é tengpcy'systam have
 nhanged.' And according to the Mysore Tenaﬁey Act, 1957,
a tepéut geta'q,preempti?e~right to the land which he
»hae tilled for more than twelve yéarap But usually the
- written Jocument of;aginai’tenancy cantraéﬁ with fisxed

| aapunf is mot wade. it is because tﬁe landloxrds fear
diselosing the aotual amount of land owned and tend to
_'gécape from land legiélatiﬁns such as,oeiling on lande
holding amd_tenaney,lamaa.‘Hbreovar.:ténants who demand
- written tenancy document could not secure thégland on
lease, Generally, the laualordé loased out lands to
one's needy kin or persons who obeyed them,

These tenancy systems are also practised by some

' Untouchables. But it depends on their cardial relations.
Because of ienanay Act, landlords give their lands to
those who may'noi indulgs in legal aotions, However,

the tenancy troubles (rafusal to vacate the land) have
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made the landlords to loase out their lands to near

kin persoms. Today, as in the past,eleo the leasing
system 1s practised as a weans of paying off the debt

by the poorer peoplese The poor borrower leasecs out his
land to pay ﬁack debt., Some times he sells out his lend.
1t tné 1case smount is not paiég the 1eaa§e\has to lovse
his land fignt in land, There are cases where thez
evictions have taken place, Many Untouchables have lost
their lond 45 £a110st'to pay off devt,18 -

 fhe last category ef the agrarian system is

agrieulwéai ln;benrera. In the agrarian hierarchy,
agricnltural labourers stand aﬁtﬁuttom‘A This difference

arises because of difforent amountsof land owned,

| In case of Untouchables, most of them are lande-
less agricultural labourers. Certainly the landlords
eupley agricultural labour. Even the peasants also
require agricultural labourers during the sowing or harvest
seasons. Thus, the Untouchables provide the labour to
landlords as well aJZths peasants and tonantaf

18, Report of the Cbmmissibnbr, 'Op.ctt. (197§jQ p.223.



As there arc some changes in the proportion of

cultivators and agricuitﬁral labourers in agrihnitura‘g
staallanl Ldoovers

the proportion of Scheduled caate;ﬁl\tn P 48 immadnga

" We shall deal with their share in agricultnre as cultie
/,vators,-agricultnral Jabourers and thoirconcentration of
 ~thew in difforent districts. o B

: 4
8404/ o workers Gy A= og N0
, t+ to total ~  tural uatuorxe- o~
 8tate a population Yo¥T8Labourors of workers VOXkers
1 X I Il toIX X
Scheduled ; | ;
tate : . : en ‘
‘General) 100 36 .40 17.60 11,40 740 63.60
Populati

*Sources Ihe original table ada ted for purposa of our work
is from C‘

] , 7 | ¢y Series - 14
Vol ,II, ParteX-i ‘ nepox&'%;'t angalors, p.769.
19. :lease see also Thorner, D, and Thorner, A,(1965)1

d Lobo Indig, Chapter: Agrarian Revolue
7  Consus Redifin ,tﬁon, Asis Publishing House,
Bombay, pp. 131-1 50 .
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From the a§07ﬁ‘?hh@0*§§ it is noticeable that the
proportion of cultivators belonging to scheduled vastes
18 less than the average proportion for thestate, while
that ot agrieuzﬁural labour is greater than the atatt
average. In other worls, the proportion of Untunchabha
cultivators 1s 12.99 per cent against 47.60 per cemt for
total cultivators of raral area:. And the proportion of
nntouchable agrteultural labnurats 19 21.29 per oent
againat 11.&0 par cont for total agrioultural labourers
of rural area as & whole._ In rural arcas the agﬁcultural
labour force amang the Untouchables 1s vory high.

The i‘a.ble-s& below chovs tno paitern of concentras
tion of agricnltural labourers and culiivators. The per.
centage atstribution‘ox agricultural force (agricultural
labourers and cnli;ivatoi*a) coustitutes 74.98.

C PTo



(ennltivatorﬁ and Agriculturnl Lahourera)

“

 CATRGORIES OF WORKE o Total
Qﬁtal . Culti~ Mﬂﬂﬂ# Othery Agrioni»

State orker starg TUral  categories tural
‘nisgriag, workers valor$ g nourers of workers force
e 13 3mx (1 a1n)

' Mysore State. 100  .27.91  47.08. . 25,01  75.99

Baﬁgalorc_ 100 . 28 +34 - 29 :96 - 41,70 58,30
Delgum - 400 19.21 57484 - o 823.71. 76.65
Bollary = 100 22,34 56,51 21,55 78.85
Bidar 31 »‘ 100 9.30 66,98 = a3 76 .29
_Bijapur 100 13.59 66,45 . 20,27 = 99.73
‘ ,Onikamangahm _106 : QSQB& 35 s59 | 40,.%0 59.50
Chitradurga 400 28,48  52.58 19.01 80.99
Coorg $ 400 6,95  33.89 = 59.58 40.42
Pharwar 100 14,12 62.7% 235.14%  76.86
Gulbarga = = 100 £2.16 55.84 22,00 78.00
Hassan 100 88,38  25.05 21.2% 73.77
Kolar 100  B1.,78  39.68 18.56 °  81.46
Mandysd 100  42.42  43.28 14,30 85.70
Hysorc 100 40,66 36, 68 22.72 77.28
N.Kanara ' 100 14 .52 36.20 49.19 50.81
Raiohur 100  20.9%  57.26 21.81 78.19
8.Kanara 100, k.35 60.73 34.93 65.08

fumkur 100 &Qoii 39.38 16,51 83.49

Sarias—l&. Part~I-A
Ppo 772-773.
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In the districts of Hassan, Tamkur, Mandya and
Eolar the proportion ntlhsgcheduleﬁ caste cultivators is
40 to 48 per cent amangﬁfﬁeheﬂnlea caster total workers,

Whereas the ;xroportio# of ‘ag,ri-guua‘xjal labour in the
distriets of Bidar, Bijepur, Dharvar and South EKanara is
‘very high -~ 60 to 68 per cent-omong the Scheduled caste
total workers. In ather msrﬁs, high mncentmtion ot
agri.cuuumi labonrers@n the Table shows the econonie
cally weak poeitioa of Sﬂhednleﬁ Castes, It n interce
sting to mote that shere the paddy eultivation {irrigo~-
tod areas) is. there, we find a high mmentﬁayé&i gi cenible,
agricultural labourers amng Scheduled caatesL
case¢ of Karnataka where tha propartion of agricultural
labour is high it doos not necessarily correspond to the
ébove» ﬁz‘u‘ling since these areas are not paﬁdyvgfowing
areas, ‘ |

The lowest proportion of cultivators 1s below
10 per cent in the districis of Bidar, Coorg and South
Kanara. In ﬁﬁistﬂcﬁi of Bidar and South Kanaras,
again the percentage of agricultural workers is high
on thetzkg.and and tnaLZculuvators“ is very low on the other,

the
More than 50 and beiow 60 per cent, agricultural
labour among Schefuled castes is coneentrated in the

20,  Beteille, A. Op.oit. p. 165, (197h).
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districts of Belgum, Bellary, Chitredurga, Gulbargs,
xanﬂye, Raichur and Shimoga. Against this medium concen-
tration follows the low comcentration of agricnlturai
labourer in the districts ot Bangalore, B§japur,
Ehikamangalara, anrg,;ﬁéaban,‘tolhr. Hysore and Tumkur.

, Genorally the cultivation by Untouehahzaa 1s
carried out without hired labouru As thoy are pettiy
peaaants, the produce is tar sclf-consumption, Share-
croping is the usual form of tenure undertokén in rural
Karnatakas. They are mostly tenante~atewill,

| Thero are tws schemes to benefit weaker sections

<_nt ths sa@iety.zi They are intended to croate employ=
ment and aﬂditianai incomes They araASmall Faroers’
Development Agoncies and Marginal Farmera and Agricule
tural Labour Development Agencles.

The goverument defines the farmers with lande
holdings betwoen 1 to 3 heotwes as smll farmers,
Harginal farsers were congldered to be thoso vwhose
landholding were lower than the soall farmers and‘genaé
rally a coiling of one hectre of 1rr1gu§ed land was
adopted for this yurgoae.ge

21, BepOt% of the Commigsioner for se/sr. Op.cit. .
(1975) p. 144,

22. Ibid.
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In case of Untouchables, farmers who have thro.
hectres o land-holdinzsare very fow, Thelgggée mentioned
agencies were created to introduce land developuent,
soil conservation, minor irrigation, horticultural ‘
demonstration andfimplegant naw stratﬁgihs:tn agricule
ture. Since statistics in relation to weaker sections
are not available, we have to dopend on the studies
conducted to examine the distributional effects of new
fare technology, etc. to know the benefits which have
gone to Untouchables, Hecause Buring 1960§ th&s period

is marked by a great change in terms of agriocultural
production {n some regions of India, xt-ﬁas because of
the tntrbduction of new agricultural strategy, namely,
High Yielding, new form technology, package of modern
inputs and practices etec. in the field of food production,
Thus, this is also known as Green Hevolution.

Tha studtes®? done by Sau, 0jha, Bardnan, Madalgi

23, Sau, B.K‘(£971)z 'nc-ourcn Allooatzon in Inﬂian
Agriculture® injg | mi _Poli ‘
Vol V1, ¥No.39, pp.A-100-1103 OJha, G.{197C
Farmars and BYV Programmes®, Ins gg% gg%sﬂgg%,
j VOI{V. NO:‘%. Pp«603+608; Bardhan
K«{197C Green Revolution and Agricultural
Laboursxrs® Ins P : Vol.v,
Nos. 29 to 31, pp 1239« ‘ his artic s, 1975
“Sruxuln the Incidant of ?overty in Roral Inaia®,
Iny Boonon e ond Political Weckly, Vol,VILI, Nos.A to
6, pp., 2h5-254; 1gi, S.S. 19'0)8 "Eatimates of
Farn Income m India-ws:-sz and 1967«68%, ins
Economic kly, Volgv, Rb.i}, pp¢23~32‘
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and others have shown that the now agricultural strategy
with its emphasis on the use of package of uomaﬁgn'
1hputs sudh'és HYV seeds, modern fertiligers, etc. and
practicés héhla built-in bhas towards the promotion of
inaqaaiitiésﬂand povérty. The new form technology is
:_nnrc easily aﬁayted by Aarge ol ze lebdowners than by the
small or ma:ginal farmers. This naturally results in
the bene2£t§ flowing to the riehar‘aeotiona; these bene~
fitas are increased tncona. hagher 1eve1 of savings,

: capacity . te rﬁinveet in the tarn, etc. Thns, ‘poverty

'v_‘and inequality are aggr:Vatad by the adoption of new

sgricultural techniques. AS these studios have pointed
out, thet the large-size landowners bave grpater’control
over tho supply of scarce agricultural resourcesy they
“have greater access to credit with their greator credite
worthiness and pesseés greater technological dynamism,

On the other side, the gmall and marginal farmers
have an insignificant degree of control over the supply
6! agricultural resources and credit-worthinessj hence
they find difficulty in competing with large faruors.ga
Thus, the benefits of mevw strategy g0 to large farmers

24, Oommen, T.K, (i975)l’13pact of Green Revolution on

Ve aker Seetions” In: C i art Rel
in India, NIGD Eyderaﬁaﬂ, PP 1§1~15§
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more than marginal or small farmers beoaunse by raising
their (large turnover) capacity to produce and market

surplus, -

According to Singh and Mishra, the large xé;-m;re

have Jalsa?ﬁgneﬁted from agricultural price r.tau-.as

As a result u;e small and marginal farwré have bocome

'm)rse oﬁ onh the one hand and thoy have 1ittle capacity
to prodnne marketable surplus havﬁng graater depenaema

on market for their subsistance on the other. Moreover,

~ the Repurt?s'on Strt;a;inle@ Cestes and Scheduled Tribes has

 also obg&rveﬂ&haﬁ the persons belonging to Scheduled

castes and Scheduled Mbea aro not able to derive adequate

ficancial bonefits from 'tl,ie schomes « SFDA and MFALDA,.*

~ The mnjority of the Untouchables are poor agricul-
tural labourers. oy Thel wage | T s the main
source of Luveunaom The dauy wege rates in rural
Karnataka varies from place to place. The average daily
wage rate of agricultural labour ranges from Bs, 3-50 to
3.00, 7The major items of expenditure, as pointed out

25. Singh, H.L. and Mishra, G.p. (1972)s ‘ragricultural

Price Poliey", JIThe Economic fimes, Januery 21 2w
and 22, A ! id

26, Bapg:; of the Commissioner for SC/ST. Op.oit. (1973)
P .

. SFDA « Bmnll Farmers Developnent Agencies, and

MFALDA«-Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labour
Development Agencies,
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by Survey®? are food end clothing, For instance, the
exponditure pattern of the Chaluvadi (Untouchable)
agricultural labour is that 80 per cent o% the income
48 spent onfsoa and 10 per cent for clothing. For )
other expenditures they have to horrow from others.
Thus, the money is borrowed on items such as mrrm'ga,
festival and fumeral étc. from village money lender
_or land-lord. %o pay oﬂ:ﬁ the Godt, the Untouchables .
. agree to wrk ,.volmamly for mnayélendar. ¥Wo shall
;ﬁ;aﬁtneftbié below, | |

(V)  DBONDED LABOUR ¢

| ¥hen monoy 46 advanced on the basis of oral

agroemont for 'syéc}mc period of one year, it is known

" as the. dée‘ta-ays%m. In the Jeeta*uyatem,i the dectalu

or Saladaly enters imto contract voluntargly and the

saxioem tenare ip tix;aé {for example one yecar). The

deetalu is oxpected to perform gll kinds of work such ]

as -Aivestock rearing, house-construction otc, in addi-

tion to agricultural oporatiomﬁs Thoir annusl wages

range betwoen B, 150/~ to 300/- bevuidés food and clothing.

27.  Census _of inﬂig 1%61. Myaora; zthnog::‘aphical Notes
g:r t\evfﬁf gelhgf gg'aga; %'oanleﬂ Tribes, Vol.XX,

28, Inid, '
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In the pres=independence period, a-mealea-day and a
blanket to wear ~ were regarded as sufficient fringe
benefits to an Untouchable, who roceived an annual
poyment of B5.25 to 50,27

| Even aftor independence such contfacts are in
‘practice.  In the contracts the families or persons
and the landlordsare involved, Thus, the coatract is
a bond Detween labourer and the landlord by oral agree-
ment. In some cases, the contract 15 carried on genora-
tions together. ﬁnns, the bonded servants hed to work
in their masterts land, As eariier montioned, the
‘wages were in kind ond cash. The quantum of grains
was determined by master. The clothing saupplied was .
made of pieces of cheap oloth, This was considored as
gitt onco a year. For awelling a piece of plot was also
provided, All these are provided without records of
occupancy in the property of the landlord, There are
_ many instances which ar& reportod. For example, in the
Bi japur distrlctSa one Mr. Janavaru had not deen paid
vages for work dome in the tield of Dastgirab Teli in

29a (1929); C. nayan&vadan Bao (qd.)

angaliore, pi’ |
30. The Times of India, Dateds 3-12-1975, B4 japur.
: decenbor 2, "Case under Bonded Labour Act Rogisteredr.
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near by Minchinel village for over 20 years., The
victin contended that Rs, 100/« yaiﬁ at the time of
Ugadi festival was treated as a loan hy Dnstg&rab
Teli, Rven there are some cases where huts were burnt
for rofusal to perform the g@gg; (!nrcea labour). 31

- Moyeover, there ‘are important tinding53%£ the

’study on bouded labour in Karnataka. Some of them aret
The Jeetha syatem continues to exist.in both Mysore amnd
Hasan distriets. (The’pcrsons of all age groups from

8 years of age &6 wore thon Go,yeaxszaorvq under Jeetha.
fhe annual wages very fron is, 25 to 175 with food and
clothing, The rate of interest being unusnally high
gha the wapes pald meagrég An enployee succeeds in

| zraeihg himsslf from Jeetha hyntepayiﬁg the loen. There
are large number of Jeethagars among the Scheduled castes
than Schedulod @iibet. The main reason for entering

into Jeotha was povefty and most 0f the Jeethagars had

more than 5 menbers and mere not having sufficient land

31, ,;;g_!%ggg_%ﬁm§?g;g,VDateﬂ 10/8/1975; Gorakpur -
} uguﬂ ? # »

32. Please sece, Findings of the Study on Bonded Labour
conducted in Korngtaka by the Organization of the
Director General, Backward Class Welfare in 1974,
The report is based on 102 case studied 0f Jeotha-
gars in the Report of the eommiasionaar tor SC/ST,

1973=74, s 326



t0 mpintain their living. 42.2 per evant of the zmueé
under Joetha wore landle 88 and those who had land,their
landholdings were not adeguate for their requiremonts.

_Fhe amount of loan taken by the Joothes varied from k.100
to 1,090,_; The re lat{ansbetween dJeethas and their omployers
vp?e not cordial and they were being .ill-treated by their
employers. However, the system provided social and economic
security to the Jeethagars. ﬁ*’he Jeethagars had no other
altarnaiive to get money from other sources and they had

no other option but to work &s Jeotha.

Though forced labour is abolished by the Constitution
of India, still in disguised form it exists in Karnataka.
fo curb this practice, Bonded Labour Abolition Ordinance
Act, 1975 was passea.” The Education Hinistérs“ has found
bonded labour and extraction of over 100 per cent interest
per wonth in kind from debtor in South Eanara., He was alwo
told by the village leaders that over 400 Im&iﬁen of Harie
Jans in 8% villages in Taluka were bond o their landlords
by = Moola System, Xt 15 also kuown os the Guttige Fuddati.’f

33, Bonaoa Labour Syataa (Abonuon) Ordinence Act. 1975.
Government of Kornatonke, Bangalore.

34, i a, daied 18/:1/1975, Bonded Labonr

35. nhat, K.H.(1972)1 £ ’
Dissertation of K;A. Dopartment of Authropo ogy,
Karnatake Univaralty, Dharware3, pp. 100=105,
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Aftor thaﬂbsomnlgmaxion ot Bondea'Labour Act,
22824 bonded lehourers have been found freed ln\Karaataka;35

Their dGistrictwise number is given in the Table below.

TABLE: 5, DISTRICTWISE BREAKDOWN OF BONDGD LABOURERS FREED,

| | Nusber of
Name of the Distriet. Bonded Labour
1+ a. - Bangalore district B . A8
| b, Bangalore ety . | | . 1009
2. a, Kolar , = ; - 4727
.bs ‘ Kolar Gold Factory 28
5. - Tamkur 1404
4,. Chitredurga | - " 70
5.  Bellary - 20 .
6.  Hysore A | 12957
7..  Mandya | | 1670
8. . Hassan o 459
9.. Coorg 95
10, ° Chikanmangalore | 934
i1, Shimoga . : 2807
12,  Belgeum | ‘ . 5
13, B japur 4
14, South Kanara 78
15, Dharwar Nil
16, North Kanara 20
17. Gulbarga 19
18, Raichux "6
19,  Bidar | 2

36. This information 4s token from the Office of the
Conmissioner for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
frives, New Delbi, 1976. This information is
nnpublished.,
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These figures reveal important mmts that there
is highly acute bonded labour problem in the districts of
Mysore (12973), Shimoga (2807), Kolar (1729), Mandys ¢1620),
Tumkur (1408), Chikamangalore (934) end Hasson (459).
Itl;;lso berevealed that in thof€ districts, the condition
of Untonchables is worst and among thesec bonded labourers
thore is a lack of awareness, and ignorance. It would be
proved that thers is a xailim to imoplenent the Minimom
Vages Act, | L

Since independence (upto 1968) the 'Guve"mmut of
Earnataka has allotted 7.226 lekhs of acréa of. land to
Scheduled cas‘ﬁéﬁ and Schetinled tﬁbeaas? The lend wae
procured from three sources, namely reclaimation of waste
lands, surplus land roleased through imposition of celiling
on lendholding and Bhoodan and Gramdan lands. ' Another
' Commissioners' 'Hepartls‘ observed that "though tl;w sugplus
lands have deen dlstributed, it is not known how much of
21,000 acres of land has gone to the personsg bolonginmg to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 'l'ribeé of di:tttrént states”,

37.  Report of tno,cammissxoner':or'Scneauxea'c:-to. and

Scheduled Trif _ Government 0Z India,
nistry of Socisl weltarc’ New Delh%, p. 7%;
187

(Please seco Appendix No,.3p

38, Ropggg of the Commissioners tor sc/s't, oB.c1t.(1975),
‘ P ¥
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Therefore, it is difficult to deal with the distribution
of land among the Untouchables of Karnateka, due to mome
éﬁailnbii&ty of infurnntion._ However, there m‘ez soma .'
other :aéhémes ‘such as housing, provision of loans, etc.
for the welfare of Hntonehables. But very fow among the
Untouchables ere benefited.

Under the Minimnm ifages Act, 1948, uages for
'agrieultural g‘kem harve been fixoed in all the states,
| ~And the National Commission on Labour hed made a review

| of the Minimun VWeges Act as applied to agrieultliral labour‘

- | in ‘1969, an.oi pointed out that though thers are g number
of “@tﬂciemiégu{m rogord to both fixaetion end enforce=
mnt of minimum wages, at present the Aot would help the
agricultural 1abonr.39

- There are not aﬂeqaate aetaj.ls of woges otcoupa-
tion.wise for 'different pears end di fforont districts.
With the help of availeble data, we shall examine the
wage pattern, ‘E‘h_e wage pattern slightly differs from
place to place and didtrict to district in rural Karnataka.
There are changes in dally vage rates during pre«indepen~
Gence and post-independence period., The following Tables would.

‘ 5@,@ 1967;_
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| .
moke clear/ viewjclea®.

TABLEs 6.4, RATES OF DAILY WAGES FOR UNSKILLED WORKER
| . (Man@ye District, Druing 1916-17)s%

Rates for

faluka : : - Unskilled worker
B, As?t ps,
Srirvangapattana ) ; ‘ 0 - 3 -0
Pandavapura | 0= 5«0
Mendye - © 0=l4-0
Nogamangain | | 0-3%3-0
.kri.shnamapa&% L 0~6«0
Malavalll . Q0= 8 -0

#Sourcet 'Quﬂ_-‘éd’ fron =] b atteer,
~ BPistrict, 1967, Bangalore, p. 258,
+Bight annas were equal to 50 Naya Paise.

TABLE: $.0.' RATES OF DAILY WAGES IN MANDYA DISTRIC?
Daring the Year 1951-52¢

R | '- Agricultural Labour
Honﬁ:(‘!ear B, As.
July, 1981 1 -8
Janumry, 1952 . 1«8

*Source: Quoted from Mysoro Stote Gagettogr, Mandym
strict, 1967, Bangalore, p. N
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TABLE: 6.3, RATES OF DAILY WAGES PAXD 70 WORKERS IN
' BELLARY IN THE YEARS 1957 and 1959¢

Eaploynment

1957 19890 1957 1959 _
”q A’i ?9; ﬁc.l’c.n.lﬂ. “,"er“‘-‘,h' AS . Po..

?10%;!'&?59“'1“-&*0 {o8w0 1000 1«80
QB ¢ i P . . S
Mo 4 «020 1200 0«w8w0 200

"cuuare'n Qe Be Qei2 0 o-ssuo 0«12 =« 0

» sﬁurcet | ’l’his tahle 13 idapted xor onr gurgose ot
£ te G :

. Though the wages ¢ontinued to rise, the agricule

tural labour found it difficult to maintain the minimum

standard of living because of inflation. Hence, under
the Mimimum Woges Act, 1948 (Cemtre Act, &2 1948) these
rotes were rovised in 1968, Th:l'.s time, according to
a;:tze?a nt typgs of work and areas, the enployments are
classified. They are given in Table-7 on the next page.

' PTo,
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TABLE § 7. . REVISED RATES OF DAILY WAGES®

' Dry arcas  Irrigated areas Porennial

: . (811 inclusive (all inclusive garden areas
Class of minimum dpily minimum daily (all inclugive
Enployment rates) ratea)  sinimus dally
T rates)

4959 1968 . 1950. 1968. 1959 . 1968
o?ﬂ h.l"ﬁww k‘“?s‘f tﬁofﬁé'i ll.PS, 7,7?»1"0

. %+ Ploughing

2. Digging

3. Harrowing -

A, Sowing  1.85 1,85  £.50 £.20 . 1,75 . 8.58
5. Intercutting | .

6, Irrigating or
watering

7. Uprooting coll |
2. ¥ransplanting
3. Veeding

4. Reaping 1.00 $.45 1.48 1.65 1,37 2.80
a.Hdannering : |
b.Thrashing
Winnoving
8« Pioking the . .
cost of cotton

2&5!!.9&.

iﬂ ﬂatﬂe, Sheﬁp - . .
-~ and goat = 0,50 0,75 0.50 0,75 0.50 0.73
_Eraﬂing N , L




Ittié natieeabZa thax the daiiy wege rate was
st 1 SO during 1953-52 in Mandya district, ﬁhemaﬂ,
in Bellary district, it uas Rs. £.25 dur&ng 1957 and .
Bee 1.85 in iQﬁgg against Re. 3.:96 in Mandya,tor agri-
oultural labour. The wage ratqp‘dﬁtquea aocarding to
afaas;"ln 1rrigaze& areae‘tha'uintmum“dhiiy %age‘rato ‘
' was Rs. 2.20, a8 against Be, 1.85 in dry araamo In
the gardcn &reas, wage rates were nigh, 1;9;, s, 2,55
'1n Bellary and BBm 3;00 in Sontn Kanaras

An wo hQVE saen the wage rates diirarod from
ﬂistrict to diatrietq. It could be ohserved that in
South Kanara district wages are higher than neighboure
1ng aistriets';

. During 1957, in Mandya a wele adult got Bs. 1,50
for aggieultural labour and for femanle Rs. 0,86, Inm
isouth Kanara, both male and female received higher
wages than other districts. Tho wage rate & sparity

between mé.le and femole is secen im Mandya. The Tabls-8
| below shows that the wage rates are highor in South

Kanara.
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im.a : 8. DAILY AVERAGE RATES IN SOUTH KANARA®

Vorkers = Bauy average raten

1968 1969 19?0
: ‘ "WePme ls;.l’n. b.vu.

' pleld Labour | |
| Men . 8,07 3.8 2.83
- Women | 3.15 2.99 2,89
cnuamn | : 2.31 2,45 2.89

- Othery Agrieultural Lahnm*

Hon o 2,61 3.96 4,02
Women o 2.67 2.8 2.99
Children | 1.95 2,47 2.29

From the above tabla. it seems that there has
been a tlaetuatﬁon in wago ratas in the districts., As
m;- a8 agrienlmmi labourers are concerncd, thexe is .

m'inoreaszng trend in wages. In thig dwtrict, childe
- ren get higher wagos than other children in the neighe
bouring districts. Thus, agricultural labourers get
higher vages $.0., M, 4.02, Thi ohildron also got higher
wages than the adult in the neighbouring districts,
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As the dally wages differed from aistrict to
diéﬁriét. tho mcn&hiy”min&mnn woge rates alsékdifored.
The monthly wage rates were alsc fixea during 1968 for
men anf children employed. For example, under Class ég
employer pald Rs. £2,05 with food and clothing and
Rs. 44,08 without food and clothing. According to the
oméloyﬂéatg the rates are voried. This is seen in the
table given belows o

TABLES 9. . MONTHLY MINIMUM WAGE RATES®

I DEE o T A '»(.j 'éaah payment
Class of Employment gggg gg%”gfgtzizg without food

. and clothing
For Class A , 282,05 b4 ,0%
~For Class B o 70 22.05
Far Class C | 7435  BR,0%

f 'Sanaea This tabie aﬁaptod tor purpoae oz our uork 1:
' from: A
1972,

.ang.'ore.m he

.The agricultural labourers stand at the hétton
.0f pgrarian hierarchy, whose lot 1s hard. These people
Rave nailhaéﬁgolding no7 any property. They have to
‘toil and earn a meagre wage wvhich is ucually not suffictient.
‘51nca there 19 po adequate rise in wage rates commensurate
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with ihe rise in prices 0f common goods,they have to
live in the worst condition, | | '

It 6 seen that #n the districts of Karnatake)
there 15 no upiform wage rate. Moreover, thore was
no timely rovision of minimum wages. There was ﬁn
organized labour movement to take the advantage of
logislation, The agrdoultural labourers continue to
be at the lowest rung and tho problem is bound to be
‘more acute in the case of Scheduled Castes and
‘Scheduled Tmlbes.kﬁ | -

40, 1'Beport'oz the Ooﬁmissidner ZOIVSC/ST, Op.cit.
(1975), pp. 240-242,



CHAPTER - FIVE

CHBANGING AGRARIAN RELATIONS AND THE UNTOUCHABLES



.Qhe soci al brganisation of agriculture reflects
a particﬁlar pattern of work and a particular pattern
of proberty rights* Broadly speaking, there are three.
" patterns of productive organisations. They aret
(1) The agriculture is carriéd out on the basis of
- family labours ’
(29 It 1s based on hired labour, end:

{3) oOn tenéncy‘ﬁhich“as cohéidered‘in'broaﬁ-sense.

o :.In rural Karnataka. as Xar as Untouehables are
”:‘cancerned, they cultivate 1anﬂ on their Iamily basis.
,‘Though the big size landhalders are vemy few 1n nnmber,
they had to bhire 1abour. Generally, thOGe farmers
ha#ing more than 15 acres of land have Joint families.
"Qhéy'may emrloy feé}labourers besides their family
members. All members'offfamily, male and female, work

aniand.

Hoét of the Untouchableés are agricultural labourers.

7

/@hey seek employment outside their caste fellow lande

/

p
o

- ~ holders, Qhus, they are very much dependent on caste

| Hindus., Most of the labour which is required by caste

4Hindus, is supplied by Untouchables. The ﬁntouchahlas
labourers provide labour for both high caste‘farmers

end landlords, Thus, the Untouchables and the bigh castes
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!

are related reciprocally. However, the relationship
between them &ifrersfrem place to place.

| The Untouchable labourer is employed to doléll
kind of manual work. Thése landownéralabour‘rélations
.are reshaped by the prevailing customs and caste privie
leges. The Untouchable labourer has"to obey the master
-who happened'ta'bé‘a-high caste person; Thus, the
ilandowndr;untaudhable 1abourer relations are structiured
with caste status., Hence, thelr relations differ from
- that of high caste landoﬁner and high caste labourer: -
In the c@ntext of relations between high caste master
and Untouchable labourer, there is always a tendency
on the part of the master to.IOQKQdown’upon Uutoachaple
lébourer as he is Untouehahlé; In case of relations
betweeg high caste master and high caste 1abourgr there
is no éuch tendency. Thereteré, the non~untouchable
" labourer receives better treatment than Untouchable.
But the Untéuchahle agricultural labourers are generally -
addressed by abusive words. At the time of harvest,
when the wages are paid in kind, first comes the none

untouchable labourer in order of payment.

Thus, the social role of Untouchable agricultural
labourer differs from those of non-untouchable agricule

tural labourers.in accordance with their caste-status.
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The polluted status of Entéuchable makes him keep some
‘distance to avoid touchability. This is even today
prevalent in rural Karnatakaai It is practised in a

very acute form by tpe cultivators who generally belo;g

to higher castes in their relations with Harijan.labourers.
_Harijgns are not él;oyea to enter,?illage temples, tea
,shbp‘or_mingle.:?eély/with members of higher castes at

public 91868852 

S Alexander has observed that little change could

~ be noticed in the traditional relation between the
Qultivatar and agricultural labour in Mandya, despite
substantial‘impxovemepﬁyin agricultural’econnmy7of the
~district.. Thé pigturevoi thexcultivatorulaboure: that
one notices 1;: Mandya is almost similar to the traditional
relation that_prgﬁaiied between these groups in the past.
Agricultural iapnurers.in Mandya have never demanded an
increase in wage rates. Whatever increase in wage had

~ occurred 1t was due to economic laws of demand and supply.
"BeSpite the degraded socio-economic status, few endeavours
are made by theﬁ to organise themselves to change the

pattern of their relations with the cultivators.-

| 9 Buggi, Chaﬂdrashekhari -Op.cit;
2. Alexander KQC_a 0p.cit. DP.21.
3 Ivid, p. 22,
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‘The relations of high caste master end the
agricultural labourer are ed mutwal relations. This
also holds for the relations between landlord and tenant.
This mutual and harmoneous relations ére maintained
because of caste, The high caste gafmqrs wﬁo ge? labour
willingly and spont&neously dhe highly regerded by the
village comminity. Whe prestige of the farmer'is
lowered 1if he ‘denied by thé labourer the traditional
services., This indicates the value aﬁtached to the
‘goodwill of labour. This pattern is governed by tradi-
tional bhehaviour énd backed up by thélcusfomary sanctions,

ultimately invelving pharma?&

The Untouchables believe that their birth as
Untouchables is due to their misdeeds in their previous
birth. They also believe that being Untouchables they
must not enter temples, shops and publioc places. There
is a wide belief among Untouchables that theixr misbehaviour
will bring calamities and the supernatural power will
punish them.s' Such beliefs are widespread imn rural

do
Karnataka. Hence, the UntouchablesLnot dare to go against

&, Singh Yogendra,(1973): ‘Legal system, Legislation
, and Soeial Change in India-:, working paper for the
Seminar on Law and Social Change, organized by
IOGOSOS.RO’ New Delhj.' March 21“’2&, 1973’ P &.

5. Karnataka State Gazetteer, 1973, South Kanara Dist.
angalore, pp. 110-111; Srinivas M.N.,Op.cit.(1952).



ascribed role expectations. If they try, they will
receive punishments from upper castes., Hence, theé
aspira&tons of Untouchables are nipped in the bud,

The ‘major factors, listed by Oommanﬁ in agrarian

'ieonilict are ¢

(1)  Perception or aksparity;
-(2)1y--Agrtcu1tura1 labonrers’ consciohsness of 1ts
- strengtb-anﬁ political bargaining.powerg,A,
{3)  ‘suppert of political party;

{4)  Mass aspiration; and )

{5) Lack of £it between socioepolitical framework

and ecounomic orders

The iirst four factors aré)not?aotivelyﬂcurrent
in rural Karnataka. Henéé;'harm6néous relaiiéns‘prGVatl
be tween lahdowner énd the Untouchable agricultural.
1abonrer; | |

However, it is noticeable that there is change
1p reciprocal or mutual ecomomic ties between low caste
labourers and high caste masters. For example, Harper's

7 shows that the quasi-slavery relations (the )

study
1nﬂatureshtp « lifelong relations between master and

servants) have changed. " And the Holeru do not want to

B Oommen’ T K. (1971)3 ”Green Bevolution and Agrarian
Conflict", In: Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.
VI NOCBQ’ Pp. 99-105.

7 Harper, E.B. Op.cit. (1968).
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to become EKondalu or ngﬁalga They have given up the
practice of drinking of milk - as a promise to keep

contract.

Harper hes shown that: tha Untouchahle i'Ho).e:t‘u"

‘ casteshave tried to gain prestige by assuming behavioural

pattern assoeiated with higher castes, such as tabao and
rafusal to per:orm such tasks which are ritually de«
gradings Thus, there is ritual ohange - a change in-
traditional religions ritual roles aad relations. Bﬁats

hostifit
states that the Hntouchables express theirtpégbixﬁli$y

 against the prevailing Ava Paddati (Aya system) because.

they are sometime cheated, do not get extra crop for
their exitra labour and receive bad grains. According
to Epistein9, the'Untouchableg have reforred to perferm
hig customary ritual servicesAto Peasantﬁmaster‘who

refuses to give rewards.

However, the Untouchables act as drum Neaters at
village festivals. This type of relatiom continues since
the Untouchables are scared of upper caste violence.
Still, the ritual occupies a dominant role in economic

activities. There is always a tendency for men to try

8.  Bhat, K.H, Dp.cit. P, 66290,
9. Epstein, s‘l. (ed.) Dalton Op.cit., pp. 468-&69.
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and translate their newly gained economic status inte

ritual through exterting politieal'influenee.lq

The high caste land-owners supervise all'activ;g
ties invested in agriculture. The Untouchables, who

~ perform all sorts of manual work amd receive remuneration

 in cash and sometimes in kind also. As we have Zalready

‘seem, this wage does nnt beeome selt-sntficient. " The
condi tion of agricultural labonrer is very miserable;
T4t is characterised by low wage rates, long working
vvhours and unequal working relations.

’ | sinee the share—eropping is carried on oral
'agreementp, the high caate landowner~takes a&vantaga

of being aware of existing tenaney 1egitlations and keep
the tenants in eontrol. Being a aacially priviiegea
péople,'thé high céste 1andcwners always infivence the:
tenants &nd do net iéep.written docunments cénoernlng

their tenurial relations.

10, Ibid.
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The Economics of Senskritizations

This phrase is taken from Epsteinii, which helps
to analyse socio~economic change. Firstly, the term,
Sanskritization coined by srinivas!® nas beeqﬁe a tool
$0 analyse social cha.nge in India; Accordingvte‘ Srinivas
#Sanskritization is a prﬁcess by vwhich a lov Hindu

caste or tribal or other group changes its customs,
ritual ideolegy and the way of life in the directibn bt

a high and :zz?equently twice born -(Eiw,stus§>"'.«‘i3

Those Untouéhables who are in the process of |
secular mobility are -prone to change ritual relations.
Ag Bailey has stated, the-increased wealth leads to
desire for a groater say in management of thg communi ty
and at the same time the aspirants wish to assume the
guisé of respanm‘bility and they do this by improving
their planning within the ritual ranking of the Hindm
caste system.“ s

Though among the Untouchables there is little
change, it is ‘handicapped by the fact that they continue

in a dependent economic relationshipsi, In the field of

11.  Inid.
12. Srinivas, M.N., Op.cit. (1969)’ 9.5,
13. Ibid.

14. Bailey, F.G. Op.cit. (1957), p. 197.

v
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agrarian relations between the Untouchables and the
high caste people, the ecbnomﬂc status influences more
and the ritual status eontributes to influence. effectie
vml;sv.i In>the village India, 1and also contributes to
enhance soeial prpstige.e Thus, aconomic development
and uonseionsness are pzllars of enhancement ai social
chapge. . o , ,

""" ‘Thus;‘the'stu&ieS‘an‘ﬁntonchabiés aeconnf/the

" aspect of éhénge'1n«rﬁrél‘Karnataka."Parvathamﬁa;s has

" found in hef:sfndifsoﬁe amount of Erustration prevalent
"among the Scheduled Castes in the pnst»indepenﬁenca |
Indiaa She has observed that eonstitutionally the practice
, of.ﬁnteuchahility.1n:its-all.forms is abolished but

- even today it maS'remainedjqnly‘as-aulegal fietion/)’

She has also stated that there is,a big gulf between

the Scheduled Caste politicians, the educated and the
common man, =Host‘oi the educated Scheduled castes who

get government Jjobs are alienated from their own people.
Economic betterment has brought about & class-consmdousness

but has not helped to remove the stigma of tintouchability.

15.'7 Parva?hamma, €. (1968): ”Tﬁo Case for Indian
Untouchables™, int United Asia, International

Magazine of AIro-Asian Affairs, Vol, 30, No. 5
pp. 279-286.
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Epstein's studyﬁéz

of village in Mysore reveals
that the provision of the reserved seats for Untouchables
on the villagevPanchayat does not. mean real power for
them, as they are still dependent on the peasant-masters.
She remarks that»unless,deﬁoeratiﬁ!legislation is accome
Apanged by regéstribntian of land in favour of ihe
Pﬁntoucgables; it is'iﬁetféetivef The Untouchables are
competing among them@elves éﬁd thus their unity;is
.impaired. Unless there is change in the production
.. relationships, the social legislation in favour of the

Scheduled Castes would remain a dead letter.

Srinivasi7 in his study of the village in,My;ore

refers to Untouchables, Among the Untouchables are
cultivators (chakars or hereditary village serVants)
- and landless agribultural labourers: In the traditiomal
rural economy, ownership of land is the most important
source of wealth. Hezgascovered that when a member of
‘low caste owns some land, there is a tendency on his
part to Sanskritize his ways and customs. He observes
that since the Untouchables are and were very poor, it
is likely that some of the traditional servant~ﬁaster
60 oha Tomsrrow ysors HITers Reti et rod e HoukITIok

Press Ltd,, London. pp. 189+190,

17. Srinivas, M.N. Op.cit. (1955).
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relationships were reinforced by tenancy contractual
servantship, debtorship and other ties as well, He

says that the Jeeta servantship (contfactuai servants?ip)
differs from traditional servantship in which & poor

man contrauts to serve a wealthier man for fixed period
of time. SR | |

"Ishﬁaiaﬁis'wﬁilé énal&éiﬁg social siructﬁre with
" its castes and sub-castes refers to Untouchah{lep whose
l‘lowest ranking is dne to pollutian. The Untouchables
are exeluded from religious ‘system (except on some
.‘ocoassions) but 1ncluded in economic systemi He shows
vthat the village today is scenqﬂ'bf change as well as
of eontinuity. Bealsig also reveals that the Untouchableu
(ﬁadigas) sere excluded ffbm many zdrms of social parti-
cipation and Qosi of them were Jeeta-servants., Because
of interpiay of external change = pmdducing factors in
the external environment of village, traditional relatione
shipshaye ceased to exist (thus, the Jeeta servants to
agricultural labour) since it was difficult to collect

their traditional dues.

18.  Ishwaran, K. Op:cit. (1966).

13. Beals, Alan, (1955)¢ *Interplay Among Factors of
: Chan e in Mysore Village, Namahalli®. VYillage
Indiat Studies in the little community. Marriot
gﬁi (Ed.), The University of Chikago Press,
PP 78"101 .
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The studies on Untouchables of other states are
also conducted, for example, by Leach, Beteille, Sunanda
Patwardhan, Séchidanand and others. Here among them.tha
important one is that of Beteille (1966). His study?0
heriains to the relationship among the Brahmins, tho
non-Brahmins and the Adi-Dravidas - th@.Untonehgble
castes (Paraiya and Palla)'otgﬁillége in Tamil Nadu.
He shéws_th;t hoﬁ_the_ogstelsystem'overlaps the class
atfuctu;p to:-a large-ex%ent although certain aspects
‘ot life as landownership, occupation, etc. are not

dependent upon caste as before.

Gonghgi has sﬁqﬁn that how the social system of
K@mbéppattal;villagevig ﬁndergoing social change due to
’;nternal changes.éﬁﬂ dependence on a wider economy.

The events at Kumbapettal haie broken the traditional
local social strﬁkturea She remarks that tﬁé events
have led to a break down of some of the taboos that
keep the castes apart and in hierarchial order. She
also points out that they have led to a union of diffe-
rent people from di fferent castes and thus a class

consciousness has emerged to improve life chances.

20.  Beteslle, A. Op.cit. (1966).
21.'_ Gough, E.K. Op.cit. (1955).
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The Adi-Dravidas (Pallanms, Chakkeliyans and Parayams)
were the agricultural-seris of the landowning castes in
the traﬂitional economy. And among them too.vravolu@}on—
ary changes have taken place (rree labourers emerged in
a body against landlords and hoisted the Communist flag).

Sunanda Patwardhan 22 has analysed the kind and

| degree of soeial mobzlity among the Schehuleﬂ castes in
i Poona citys ﬁer study concerns a few important Untoucha~
llbles groups oi Maharashtra. Among them is the "Holar"

- caste (Boleya caste) which has migrated from Karnataka

| $tat66 She says that urban area is e more flexible field

of interaction for Schednle& castes. She has observed

‘that easte Valnes and noxrms continued to be operativo

1n eertain areas incluﬂing political, but at the same

. time, there is strengthening and c:ystalization of

relations on caste lines, Thus, ghe has stated that the
vertical movement on the class line 1s still limited if
all the scheduled castes are taken together., Economic
Bawk¥ardness and slum like living conditions exist among
all the groups. She has also stated that there is some
horizontal mobility and urbanization-gﬁgas-thzs‘trend.

22,  Sundnda Patwardhan, (1974): "Aspects of Social
Mbbility Among Scheduled Castes in Poona" Urban
logy in Indi M,S.A. Rao (Ed.) Orient Long-




117

Béileyfs stnay23 reveals that it was not easy
for the polluting castes to attain higher ritual status
either through acquisit;on of wealth or through educa~-
tion or by other means. Thus, vertical mobility is
difficult in rural context. ﬁe observed that there is
aifficult in crossing thg-barrﬁerao! Ugtouchahiiity.
In-spi%e 62 theirﬁééquiéing a hetter economic status,
" the Boad outcastes were unable to improve their sociel
statﬁss This is_becaﬁse the upper castes did not approve

the Boads' efforts to;Sangkritise themselves.

) The Census reports and the Gazetteers have also
‘deéeribed S0 me dépects of the Untoughabless They point
‘out that hesides traditional occupations the Untouchables
have taken mainly to cultivation and agricultural 1abour;

24

The Census” contains ethnographic notes on certain

Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes of Karmataka. For

instance, it has referred to Begar25

or Bxggaralcastes
as synomymiysto Holeyas. Begar is a sub-caste Holeya.
Begar means a person who works without remuneration.

Thus, Begar is a forced or compulsory Bitti Maduvavasm

23. Bﬂiley, FQGC Op.ci‘t. (1957)0 . .
24, Census of India, 1961, Mysore. Vol. XI, Part-VeB,
25 Ibid. pp. 1-16,
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forced labour without remuneration., Traditionally,
they formed a class of village servants. Their dusy
was to assist state officials and they were also expected
to serve Kulkarﬁi and Patil. _Otherltasks aasigned to
them were diggi.ng the graves for higher castes disposing
dead animals and SOEVanging (not cleaning night soil).

However, this forced labour was abolished in 1950.

Begars held service ;__;g called gzgg ik dinem
" lands. The Gensus poz.'pts out th‘at- the- traditional
' eccupations are confined to few only. - Thus, cultivation
~and agriﬁulturalilabour*haVe become important occupations
. for Begar., The Census also pointed out that Begars do
not have 'pé,tréﬁ;éiirént! relationships with the landed
‘castes groups. But they work on a causal basis or on
. annual contraet.
fﬁe Eysore,POpuiétion Studyzsa Report of Flelad
Survey, carried out by Uni ted Nations in selected arecas
5} 4 Hyéore state has tried to outline comcerted efforts
required to improve the level of the Scheduled castes
and ‘Scheduled tribe groups. It has said that these
groups by tradition have not had sufficient opportunities

26. United Nations (1961): The Mysore Pogulation Studzz
| Report of Field rvey carried out in Se

eas of SOre state ndi a, Department of Econo-
gﬁcs and Social Affa&rs, New York, pp. 56~210.
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An education, representation in government processes and
other sphorén'bi‘endeévours It has diseovered that in
present«day Hindu séeietj, the Scheduled Caste ocecupy, on
the whole, 8 relatively low position in the scale of social
status and material wellebeing, and the non-backward classes
on the whole, enjoy the»highest position, - '
éhe'ﬁntOuéﬂahles_remained for a long period in a
state of poverty as .animmobile eclass. But with their entry
into'open'syétem,’some of its meubers are acqniring secular

o,

‘or to uplift have affected the traditional social position.

‘positions Their own and government efforts to improve
~ Though the land is Goncentrated in a few hands of upper
castgé, the changes_in politicél_systém have'transiered
the éompoéition'oz'traditional status. Tﬁere is also a
new ﬁatiern:oi landownership., ‘

The social disfinctions aiefaffected for in the
traditional s@heme of values the owner was .socially superioxr
ani the tenant was socially inferioxr: By contrast many
peasants and landlords belonging to upper castes have taken
lands belonging to Untouchables on lease etc.

~ Because of emplwyment opportunities, though limited,
the Untouchables are becoming relatively free labourers

and are entering into competitive economic actiwities.

27, 7 Pieaée see'alsoz Weber Max. Op.cit. pp. 111»117.



CHAPTER-SIX

"CONCLUSION



"In the first‘Chapter we have studied the soical
stratification in general and particular. Social ine
equality is seen from two angles. IOne is in terms of
soeial position in social hierarchy and fhe other is in

terms of economic position « income, property etc.

Usitouchability and caste system are unique features
of Indian society. Every indivigua1~namber of caste
- group has two statuses in rural India: namely, ascribed
status and achieved status. Ascribed status in rural
India is associated with ritual status. In general,
ritual hierarchy and economic ﬁieiarchy have gone hand
‘in hand as far as the Untouchables are concerned: Hence,
asoribed status has remained forewer, wheroas the achie~
ved status has been prone to change, 1In case of Une
touchables, their gitual status occupies the bottom of
caste hierarchy. Therefore, any ohange in economic
and political position does not mecessarily lead to
change in ascribed status at theoretical level. But,
at the behavioural level, the achieved status undermines

the ascribed role in rural India.

In the second Chapter, we have dealt with gocio-
economic relations in rurasl India with reference to
Untouchables. In the first section of the Chapter, we

have examined the social organization of Hindu society
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which was characterized as Chaturvarna at.a11~1ndia _
level and easte‘syétem_at village level.“certain :
occupations were monopolized by certainvoastes whose
were not allewed to change tﬁem. However, the "Apad .
"'bharma*'prbfidedfmany'pravisions to the caste Hinﬁgs
.(Bréhmins;fxshatria and Vaishya) to enter into other
" activities. And the caste Hindus also undermined
:thiiflahééstral”pfﬁfehsions, which d4id not warrant any
serious punishment: But, the lower eastes(é%dras an&
Untouchables) wer¢ stJaqtéd.to social disabilities.
~The offenders were subject to cruel pﬁnﬁshmént.j'

‘The Untouchables were known as 'outcasted or
‘Ayarnas';v The Untouchables had become vietims ;t
Brahminical customs. Besides defiling. occupations,
‘they also performed manual work whiéh was only aﬁ
alternative for their survival. Their ascribed status
which made them remain as servants and manunal labourers.
The Untouchable commanities as a whole live in a state
of servitude., The spatial segregation and ritﬁal pollu.
tions have contributed ito widen the gap between the
caste-Hindus end the Untouchables from cconomic and
politicel point of wiew.

Denial of right to property, education and poli-

tical participation have made the Untouchables handicapped



in leading an honorable life in rural Inaia. Knowleé
"agoless and poverless ﬂnteuehahlas remained in state
»'oz 1gnorance 02 their ovn position 1n aociety. Thqy

| were alienated trom the reai village 1ife.

, iz ihe Untouchables became innovative or enter-

| prising, the high caste Rinﬂus aid not encourage them,
1 because £t was felt to be presumptious behaviour. Hence
gpe,nnteﬁchables epntinueg to{ahideAby tradi tional
ofetupations. o

| In the \éecona'.fsection; we have analysed the Aya

System in which the Untouchables have also p{é&ed;the
role of Ayagars. Their services yielded mere subsistence.
. The patron-client relations were supported by thcoloﬁ

gical ideas. Therefore, there weré harmonious and |
reciprocal reiatipns among the caéte,ﬂindu landiords

~and the Untouchable~servants or labourers.

The Untouchables were at the bottom of hierarchy
of Ayagars who occupked ritual positions in the village.
Though the Aya relations mre not strong still the systenm
exists, N

In the ¥hird section, we have examined th¥ rights
in land and ownership ﬁith reference to Untouchaebdbles,

The right to own land and property were denied to



Untouchables. These rights were given by sacred Hindu
texts in traditional society. The Untouchables did not
have equal rights to the possession and alienation of
land., Efforts on the part‘ot Untouchables to enjoy ’

these rights were suppressed by caste Hin@us;

, . There were two exceptions to the denial of rights
in land, Firstly, that the owned piece of Aya land and
~-éecond1y,.the.burial.land;: The yieias,from bofh the
lands were sé small tﬁat their survival depended on
other manual jobsﬁ' And that alternative voeation was
vagricnlture or manﬁal laboara‘ Qhus? the Untouchableu

had nnequal rights in 1and.

) Generally, during British rule the Untouchable
village servants received Inam land for their services
as remuneration. Thus, the Untouchables were anabled
to carry on limited agricultural activities on their
small plots of landg Their entry in agriculture gradua-
iiy foiloﬁed rights in land in terms of legal ownership
which is the basis of security, Thus, the real partie .
cipationlin agficulture started very late;-

In the third Chapter, we have examined the early
land system in genefal and particularly land ownership

pattern and the agrarian status of the Untouchables in
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rural Karnataka. The ¢ariier land system consisted of
poligars (defeated Chieftains) end Ayagars. Among the
twelve hereditary occupational representatives (Ayagars)
the Untouchable Ayagars shared the Aya system: The ’
Untouchable Ayagars"iand was also subject to alienation
at the will of the master.

Under Inamdari system (during British period),

~all service Inams were held by the servants. ‘But the

Untouchabdle servants held even less land than the other
casteaﬂinén serva#tsé: Thus, the uppér céstes-owned,

larger proportien ox land in the village. They invoked

the authority (social sanctions and customs ete¢) to
sustain their higher economic position, 1In the agrarian
hierarchy, the Untouehables‘bcqupied the position of either

under-tenant or landless agricul tural labour.

As there was a close assoclation between caste
hierarchy and agrarian hierarchy, the Untouchables shared
servile status with few rights and more disabilities.
Majority of Untouchables were either serfs or slaves,

The ingtitution of servitude and serfdom had the support
of Varnesharma Dharma. Their relations were institutiona«
lized. And the serfs and slaves accepted their position
of asoribed status relations. The relationships were
maintained by religious ideas which fu-wioned as agents

ct soeial control.
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In the first section of the xourth chapter, we
have examined the measurea taken by the gevernment to
anhance agrionltural development and to regulate the
relations between 1andlords and tenants. Some eommi~
ttees were appointed by the goverument to recommena
auggestions. m:ndax-i and Ina.mdari system were abolished.
nowever, the land reform Asts had loopholes and hence
the tenants' rights ﬁgre‘zeebxe. The land meassures
‘also took more time to implement. ‘ |

Aﬁhe piaﬁnéd‘éconbﬁié ﬁevelopmeﬁt had tﬁo impoifant
ohjectives to achieve. They were eeonomic growth and
the improvement 1n agrarian relations. All these neasuo'
res have aifeeted the traditional economy In.Karnataka,
311 villages have come under the Raitwari system, and
the land is owned unequally. Hicro~level studies have
shown that there is no reduction 1n the concentration
of land,

In case of Untouchables, who were almost landless
agricultural labourers, a number of them have become
tenants and petty agriculturists. This has a!tectéd fhe
system of cumulative inequalities. An;Z§ﬁ%w§}ocess of
open system of stratitication has begun.
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!n the second section we have analysed the change
1ng ocoupational pattern of Untouchables. The percentage
‘o agriculture labour among Untouchables is higher‘than
,that:ot\the»caste\ﬂindu agricultural labourers. In caso
ot Untouchableucnltivators, their percentage is also low.
Even 1n the nonpagriaultural pector, the percentage ot
Untonchables in.manutacturlng, industry and trade and
commerce is 1ow against the general population. The
proportion of workers in construction and other services '

is higher than that of the general population.

Vhere the unskilled and mannal labour is required,
the proportion of Untouchables is significantly higher
than the caste Hindus. The Untouchables are engaged in
1éss remunérativeijdbs. The occupations which include
ownership and skill, the proportion of ¥ntouchables in

that is low. This ~ also implies their backwardness.

In the third section, we have examined the lande
helding patterns‘whigh consist of three categories, namely,
small, medium and large. The proportion of Untouchables
cultivating households in the small size holding is more
than 60 per cent (general population 43 per cent only).

The proportion of the Untouchable cultivators in the
medium size holding is also less.than others. In the
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third category of large siie holding, therxoportiﬁn of .
Untouchable cultivators is quite low, i.€., ?.90 per cent

against 19.78 per cent of general population.
, ’
Hbst of the village land is owned By the ‘upper =

castes.' Moreover, the land owned by the Untouchables

1s less‘SQrtilé.” The tenancy has consisted of dif ferent
types of tenants, namély;"awnewatenantsAand landlesss
tenants, The teémants t111 the land on the basis of
shéih4dréppihg and léasing; The tenure in thia*systém'
is not péiménentf,, ahd the tenant has no special right to
hold the land, In the system of leasing, a fixed amount
of money or quantity of graim is paid to landlord. Im
it the tenure which is fixed encourages the tenants to

invest more and to prodiuce more.

Inspife'oitthe tenancy enforcement, the landlords
have not discloséd the actudl amount of land owned., And
due to the fear df.nof getting lend oxn lease the tenants
also have not demanded documents from the landlord.
Generally the landlords have favoured near kin persons

to be their tenantis.

The tenamcy system is practised by the poor Untou~
chables as a means to pay off their debt. Inability to
pay back the lease amount hgs;, led to the eviction of
Untouchables by the landlords,
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In the fourth section, we have analysed the
distribution ot bntouchable~cultivators;and agricultural
labourerssin different districts of Karnataka. We have
also examined the benefifs of new agricultural strateéy.
 The prpportion of cultivators among Untouchables is less
than the average population of the state, %Whereas the
proporiion of agricultyra1>labourers is greaterxr than the
~ state average: Thus, the agricultural labour force is
" high among the Untouchéblqs working force in rural
Karnateka. Their proportions as cultivators and agricul-
tural 1ahoure;s,hﬁve varied from district to district of
.Karnataka. The high concentration of agricul tural labour
is in Bidar, Bijapur, Dharwar and South Kanara districts.
This shows their economically weak position,

_ The cultivation by the Untouchables is carried out
without hired labour from caste Hindus., The benefits of
agricultural development have gomne to large farmers who
are caste Hindus, The Untouchable small and marginal
farmers have not adequately received the benefits. The
average daily wage rate (for example, fs. 2 to 3) of agri-
cultural lebourer is not sufficient. Expenditure on
non-productive ftems is made by borrowing money from

money lenders or landlords.



In the £ifth section we have dealt with the
prnhlém of bonded labour and the Minimum Wages Acte
The borrowed money is paid off by emtering into an
agreement (orally or written) %o work for the money -
lender. It is ore of the ways to clear off debt,
Most of the bornded labourers come from Untouchable
xamilies;' Ak\iﬁ earlier-days; wherein t£;u89m1~31670
" gystem prevailed, in modern India alse a similar syatem
= the bonded labour - is prevailing in (the rural economy)
‘Karnataka.’ fhiere are different forms of bonded labour
gystem. It is mainly because of poverty and ignorance.
" The Untouchables could not pay off the debt
becanse it cartied exfiorbitant intéresig_ Hence they
" were compelled to work as bonded labourers.” Moreover,
‘7the‘mbheynlenders-whn were also generally landlords
:a}oured this system. ' In the busy sowing or harvest
season, they did not face the‘séarcity*of labour 12t
they had bonded labourers. This system is often inaine
tained in disguiskd form (to escape bonded labour
abolition law). Here, the caste~relationms and personal

relations helpdxo sustain it,

Wherever the bonded labour system exists, 1t

shows acute poverty, lack of awareness, and ignorance.

4
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It also reveals the failure of 1mp1ementation»ot.xininum
Vages Acte The rates oi dally wages have changed from
region to region. -The wages are not reviied adenuately
aiong with rising prices which haﬁeazfected the standard
of living. They 1live in the worst possible condition.
There 1s no crganized labour movement among the Untoueha»

blés to take advantages of legislation etc.

The agrioultural labougers who perform all kinds
of manual work depend on caste Hindus. Their wages are
- paid in cash and kind., There are ret;ipx:ncal relations
betwéen-t@e'ﬂntéuchahlea and the Caste Hindus. Their
landownerslabour relations are reshaped by customs and
icaste previleges. Therefore, the relations between high
caste landowner,a aund high caste labourers differ from
that of high céste landowners and low c#ste labourers,
The labourers whé are Untouchables are looked down upon
by the caste Hindu landlords as well as caste Hindn
labourers. Thus, thé non-untouchable lahoniers receive
better treatment than Untouchable labourers. The Untou~

chable labourers are usually addressed with abusive words.

In the fifth Chapter we have dealt .with changes
in agrarian relations, Though there is agricultural
development in rural Karnataka, the traditional social

relations of caste Hirndu master and the Untouchable
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agricultural lsbourers are still maintained because of
their regard to caste. However, the traditional mutwual
eeanomre.ties between them are changing. But this
process of chanée has not yet led to agrarian unrest o
or_condlict in rural Karnataka as it is found elsswhere.

. Qhe process of econonic sanskritizaxion has
revealea that the change in economic status influaences
vother relazions at behaYioural 1evel. Henee ritual
relations are also affeeted. Broadly speaking, ‘sconomic
development and consciousness of one's own‘social posi-

: t1on have become the main impetus of social change.

Thus, the Untouchahles who wore in the state of
1mmobile—c1ass in closed system have enteréd relatively
open system. This process is accompanied by horizontal

change among Untouchable castes with&n'a vertical setup.

In this dissertation I have relied on secondary
documents, reports etc. I intend to select on or two
villages for doing fieldwork, in the nexf phase of my
research work leading to Ph.D. This field work would
involve observation and interviews. Thus, on the basis
of primary data, I intend to further examine the agrarian
relations pertaining to the Scheduled Castes of Karnataka.i
The méin emphasis in the next phase would be on the
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‘examihation of transition from the closed to open
system of agrarian stratification. This would reveal
‘the changing dimensions and the new patterns in the ‘)

field of agrarian relations in Karnateka.
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APPENDIX .NO.. 1. -With reference to Chapter Two, page-432

in December, 1930, the Kallar in Ramnad profounded

eight préhib‘iitﬁﬁnsm ‘They weres
‘(i) that the . Adi«Dravidds shall not wear ornament of
gold or silver; | | ' |
(ii) that the males should nct wear their clothes below
'ih@k’knees or above the hipsp |
o (111) that the. males should not wear coats or shirts

or baniyans; - |
(iv) no Aﬂianravida shall be allowed to have his hair
.eroppedi | |
(v) that the Adi-Dravida should mot use other than
earthen-ware vessels in their homesj
(vi) that their women shall not be allowed to cover
the upper portion of their bodies by clothes or ravukvais
or thavanies; |
(vi1)) their women shall not be allowed to use flowers
or suffron paste; and
- (viii) the men shall not use umbrellas for protection

against sun and rain, nor they should wear sandals.

Again in June, 1931, eleven prohibitions were
profounded as original eight were not satisfaetorily
observed by the Adi-Dravidas. They were:

(1) The Adi-Dravida and Devendrakula Velalars should

not wear cloths below their knees.
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(2) the men and women of the above said depressed classes
should not wear gold jewels.

(3) Their women should carry water only in mud pots and
not in copper or brass vessals. ‘
(&9 Thexr children should not read and get themselves

literate or edueated.

(5) The children shiould be agked only to tend the cattle

lease from the Mirasdars.

(8) They must sell away their own lands to Mirasdars of

the village at very cheap rates, and 1f they do not do so,

no water will be allowed to them to irrigate their lands,

,Evenrit,sometning is grown by the help of rain-water the crop

should be robbed away, when they are ripte for harvest./ They

must work as coolies from 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. under the Miras~

dars and their wages shall be for men Re. Gv4-0 (25 paise)
per dey and for women Re, Ow2-0 (12 paise) per d

(10) The above said communities should mnot use Indian

Music (Molam, etc.) 4in their marriage and other celebrations.

(11) They must stop their Babit of going on a horse in
procession before tying the Thali thread in Mariiage and they

~
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must use their house doors as a palanquin for the
marriage processions and no vehicle should be uséd by t

them for any purpose.

Source: Quoted from Huttom, J.H., Caste In India: Its
nature, Function and Origins, Oxford University
Press, Delhi, pp. 205-.206.
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APPENDIX NO, 2 With Beference to Chapter Four, page~ 78
. //
_ DISTRIBUTION OF LANB ACCORDING T0 CASTES AND FAMILIES

— e , | -
s.No, Nome of the  No. of (O ,2‘223"2‘2339”" ‘Zi;‘;..
o N ) * }_ age (iq acrgs) age.

4. Jongama 24 $.06 280 871
2.  Sadar. - .. 128 . 42.96 . 2246.10 76.14
5., Panchamasala 13 4.37 90  2.80
4. Kumbara. . 2. 0.67 35  1.09
5fhr'lﬂadapad.‘_:;&;_ ‘;‘Q S 2;68 ] 63 1.96

._6;‘1: Brahmin '_2,; %t . 0.34 - .-
7. Pamohala 2 067 - -
8. Kammara . = 12 4,04 . 28 0.87

9. Komati 1 0.34 2 0.06
, 10,,  Telagu Kumbara = 3 1.01 21 - 0.65
11,  Nayak 37 12.42 82 2.55
12. Kayara. ‘ 18- 6.04 52 1.62
13,  Agasa 2 0.67 20 0.62

14, Ura Nayak 3 1.0 . - -
15. Pinjara 7 2,35 62 - 1.93

16. haluwadi 2 0,62 - -
17. Madiga 35 11.75 2.4 1.00
TOTAL 298  100.00 3213.1&"100.00

Source: Quoted from: Gurumurthy, K.G, (1976): Kallapurx A
Sou;g Indian Village, Karnataka University Dharwar
pe 79.
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APPENDIX NGQ 3. With rererence to Chapter Four,-pageaggg

EXTENT OF LANDS AELOTTED mo sc/sr SINCE INDEPENDENCE

(upto three plan periods) .

o v ' Bxtent of the
"S.No. . Name of the State - - land distributed
R ' in lakh acres. .

'f, ' . Andhra Pradesh . . . 13,090

' 2. o -éssain o K [ - 020“;
_Q?;v-:i~;Bihar S - 5.06%
4. Gujarath o - 3.332

| 51'\ B Kerala K ';w~” _ ? ) ) 0 48&’
6 Mediya Pradesh - T ssasr
7 ixkaxxshtxx Kaharashtra - ._‘ v6;§o7ll

8 Mysore ‘ o 7Q2é6
9. 'Orissa. .,' | | ’ | 1:663
';O} Punjab | : H.1;6§§
11, Rajasthan . 28.350
12, Temil Nadu j | e 3.111
13, vttar Pradesh T gunae
14, West Bengal | 1.220

TOTAL 107.545
_ . _ ‘ — , =
Source: The Report of the Commissioneer for SC/S*.

1969-70; Ministry of Home Affairs, Govti of
India, New Delhi, 1970. p. 71.
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