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(I) I!J911!UCA'f l!DJUCUD.9F ·AGJWllAJ RJLA!IO!§ 

II.JIRIAI, 

lndi~ is predolllnanUy ali agrarlGD eoolety .f1'1l11! 

be~> peopl• depeDd .S.Ill7' on ear1olilture tor their 11¥e• 

libood. A ayeteaattc $tu.dy ot aar.,.aa aoot.al structure 

te ol area~.: SaponODCe booauee of S.n•uuaJ.itlee in rual 

lnCU.a lll ter•s ot owlitrahlp,. control anct use ot &and. 
. ' 

necoe, vct aee4 to wderstand. agrarian relation~ t.n t•r•• 

of croups vhlch have been eQSo;ecl ln. agrlculia.J~"e, tmt 

.-t.uotqn· Gf •·alu.ee and nor~~a ot •oca.et.r. 
' . 

· ~t•lllel •81's tbot "tbe socio1ogi$t is bOt 

coacerne4 pr1raar1ly ldtb later-personal difference• a• 

eualh B:ls mnt.D conoera le with tbe syatometlc tJ1:tterenoea 

which e:d.st -.twetul tf81"aatea ot in41V14ua&a.• Be 

draws our attonttop to the cono1uat.oa reaob4 by uasco8 

$'&U4lG8 tba.t *there i& 110 difference betWGOil two &roup• 

In thel' pattern of oati•• lote11iaence. And that ~· 

G1vis1oo ot the world into tiM whlte aDd 4arlt l'ao•• 

t. 

a. 

-
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•orrt.ut,oD4•4 rotagblt wt tb the 4i vtUioa toto •couo•toally 

adYaDO«! an(! backwartt countries •. • 

lhe~etore, lt seems .iroa tho aooioloalcel pot.C 

o• new that tbe at• ol O&"&rlao relatiou ta mntdy 

oonoernoc1 with certain 'brud.o etraotural phenome.ua sllOb •• 

oleee, ca&ta, statufJ aud ·power wttt.ch ar• eoctaJ. fact• 
' • t -. ~ 

fot.tnd to eXist lil ell 610ei•t•~··~ And these tact• • .,. 

trom sootety to aoc.tety t.:n thtlr m:tw:e. Por UCUiple, 

ber-.41 tory imtoachabl1i tr an4 periU.lllttnt .·.segraat~on of 

aroups ·ere · tbe prothtct$ ot ~ca•te erst••• 

tba oboYe aentloaod tt:atures o:t· Bimu aoolety are 

unlqao, becav,•e 1» no other country tbeae te.aturea (oaete; 

UDtoucllablllty1 segag~ttoa ot oll8 eectlon of flllaaa 

popu.latto.n) are loWl4 to aAst to tid• •xtent. Bveu ln 

· tbou societt.ee were population 18 .·s.ljtr•aate4 on tu 
basie of roo• (southern •tetae of u.s.A •• SoDtb Africa, 

I 

11ho4ea1a) tbe notloa of JDI'ity .. polln'ttoa 1& ot •r• 11111te4 

appltcatlo». Por tnatanoo, a black au ~~q be a oook la 

a white mont • househol4. In tbest soc1•*1e• the pari •· 

pollat.lou oo'tloll l• aoro epecl!!o and lt.•d:ted. Wb•reaa 
•. 
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ia Ida., bol"o4ltary cbern.otertattoe are eo l'Adntolned 

booaueo ot. tbe oasto &J'stem whlah has bora of Ulodo 

r•llaton. A person•• eoclal poel.tto• ts gt.v•o aeco~ 

t.ng to .bi• or ber caste, There lo 110 pl nee for oba•• 

of euoll aorl be4 atatath . therefore•. oYen it an. ulltouoha­

ble, taprov.ea bl.a eeonomlo posl Uon, Ills r-itual atatn• 
. . . 

rematuo low ae lona c.s 'tbe oa•t• rules ore observcu.'l• 

fbere ls no escape f.rom tboae obelraoterietioe, elnce 
. . 

1 tbe wbole group operntae wltbiD a ritual ~ramework. 

So the lnequallt1ea of lndt.ao eociety aq be 

atudtecl o.t two lovela, aosely • mate.-lnJ. an« 'deologloal 

(oaeto) at>.poct• ot tt. Dumount wltea •cast• is uot 

lilerely an arr~Jl3Gmttnt o1 groupa wbtob are ranked blah 

and low, but t·t le alec a system ot voluet to \lbioh the· 

. i4ea ot b&erarob.F occupies a pl•otal position.•' lbue, 

we .liay ha•e to view tho caate not olllr ln tebs of 

tnantt tati •e approach, bu' deo tn tei'Jd ot qttdt. tatt•e 

epproacb. ADd taelr relatione oould be viewed sobJectl• 

•ely ao4 objeottY•ly as tbe ~1eetat1one wbieb ar11e 

frOID different cootex~e or sltuationa • 

•• 

-



ha14ea iateoei:ve atu4le• Oil cast• 1t••• then 

ato alao atui.Uee baeot.t on val'lou.• taotow• aucb ae olua, 

po'dl" .aJld. styles of lire. Aoaordiaa to •• atatU•••.~ 

oo.ate ls not tlle oalJ b,.al.a ot aoolal etrat111cattoD 

iD ln4la• ror lnetnnoc, t.o tbe wrt.t1q1 ol Ghl117••' 

·~uttoa6 ad. others soclo~w:ellat..oua ana ntuall•tlc 

oonslteratt.ou ore be14 u ·~tn. tool ol social Ol'atl• 

ttcatloa (oest• bterare~y). 

Ia the aualysle ot oaste •trattticatloa Kro•ber7 

Ul4 tfeber8 ltttt"• obsenot4 tbat paete .,. u utr••• tona 

of cl~e .8114 of atrattflco•loa. Jtyr4o19 ••• tbat oaate 

ae eo u:treme ton of. otaolutely rl&l4 olesa in trhicb 

l.r•eaom of raov•.ent between poup ls ·not permtaslble. 

Sri.DlvulO caa: Dubeti bave observed tbnt pollation­

partty ts tbe baste o1" ce•te hle·rareby ancJ tbt• aoverDa 

6,. 

e. 

so. 

''· 

. 

Ghuye o.s •. (t9···•e>a i"l•· @ft'!r-£1 ft!."• lomb.,, • . ...,. •. e.s.( 196. l)t ·as •·.· ·. · ase . ceupatioD, 
Popul• Book DalJOt,,. B«Jabq • 

Du1toa,.d.M.(,9GS)a ... l'IJ!f!!&A• Ita Baturet 
PauctioD end Orleln. . . or . Y. Prose, Bollbay. 

&roeb•rbA.L.(19JO)I •cut••• .. l!fR'flftd&A Jj~b~ 
1.!9& eA l!!mll• Haobtdlen Co •, . ew or •iP. S • 
W•ber, •·•196S)a Jbtsf'\11191! g:t lei~ Soololog 
of B1ndni•• aDO Bud ••• Free Pre•s• ••• York. 
HJ'rdal, o.(S9'1t)t AI A!t~"&SRD R'&lemmat the Beare 
Problea aD4 Moctern Deeoracy • ' arper 8W1 Bow• 
llew York. pp~ 667-688, · . '"' . 
Srln1YAS, M.N.( t956)t "So• Blerarch1ca1 '·Aepect• ol 
Caste•. Ina utb We ter 1 do 1 th 1 
1R, PP•II7•il.l ; srs. .. vul M.u. e a a. 1 loa ·a 
Society Amoag tbo Coorgao SOuth India, Oxtor • 
Dnt>e, o.s.( t95Sh lmtf4t,a1cn~ss llt'UI'' BUII&Il 
Pectora in Coaaounlty ve opuen ;to· on. 

• 
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their lllter•ooete r•lattons. fbu•, •tratllloo.tton 

ts equated ld.tb t.be oaete rtlold.aa and orlQria. for 

rank.llll ot oast• ei"O rltoal arJtl DOt econoato, lalley18 
. . -an4 Duout'' bll\*0 alao considered cute atl(J. ita 1"81181• 

oue coooopts as tho centr.al eovoea of sool G1 etratS.Ii­

cc.tlon .,stem of lntlia. 
I 

Haver'' ~4 Lewlail beYo obMrve« tbct oaste aD4 

Jdnsb&p cover ·ol1 rolc:t1oo• e\ten pollttoal Gild eco.noldo 

•e1ot:lonsblD8• 

Onen~tet.n46 .,.,.. '$bot. tbe key laotor ol "pollo• 

tSon lee.tls to alleeotlon ant1 4•bumanieatloa• in ca•t• 

raok. Hardot17 bae 8Dalyaetl the oaete ranldq and 

broqbt out t. ts 1aport811Ce tn stUdyiq IndleD Society. 

lB. 

.. ,. 
''· .,. 

Baller, r.G.(&957)t ~t• IRA th~;cce;;!lft ftontt•E 
A Yll a&• in Di&bld rlaaa, Hnoc ea ezt _ .o verst ty 
Preaa; Htt.Dohostu • 
Duaount, Loula.a Op.c1 t • 
Jllayer, A.C.(l956)a ttSome Dlererohlcal Aepecta of 
Caste•. .lm .§ou~b heter,n df!P£f;lal o.& Antb£2eolgg. 
Vol. XXI, Pih Jtli=tU. 
Levta, Osoar.(t958)t D&ltll ,L\Je &n Mor,btEIJ lf!1lt• 
DGIYerelty of llllnot•, 
Orieostela, R.(i965)t biD • Con(llot and Cobealoa 
in a Indian Vlllea•• Pr1JJOeton UDiverei ty Pre••• 
••• J•ra•t• 
Jlarrtot acU•• (1959)& •Iateractlonal ond. Attrlbu• 
tlo.nal fbcortes "of Caate Banklq. Ina Man ~e l•fft• 
Yol. 59, Ho.a, pp. 92-107. Rarrlot MCilli,. 19 5 1 
C at . " .. C lllURWll. n ure n 

a ot ml en ecan Co •a• 
oat. ra uo: o eaearcb nstitute, Poou. 



ftue, tbe ae ecbolars he•• obaened tba t eaat. 

is the tumlOJJeatal ba&ls o'l social blerarcby. Dealdee, , ol 
they ba'f'o atao taken tato aocoarJt.(urarlon relctt.oaa1 .. 

lbe nsrat'lan roJ.atlooshlpe 1DYo1ve cute, relatioae aleo. 
/ 

/ 

Ybere ere some multl«man.loul atutU.ea on •t.-at1• 

11 cotton. fiWse ekM-ee bave taken tbe faetol'e ••eh 
ae eoonorde gotd. 'tlon, e«ace.•lonal acblevementa, oocupa-

• • f ~ • 

tioDQl etnt-us, cul tv• styJ.Jz; of lito, pereoJUillt1 

attnb\\~.e and. -cute values. . Qete111e'8 baa ~alysed 
obangea to soolal stl!uot.-re .ol JlldiaD vlllqe~ ne baa 

ebowo that dl:tterutJ.aJ. 1n&tltotioao.l. atruoturea of 

Ycrlou Jdat: 1'18Ve 011ergod. !bey . are •oilllyt ( l) the 

IJPowtb of aoney eooao.,. •• oppcuJe4 ·to t..men t-.4 •tatua, 

(9) a aew easte•free oooupatloaal atructuret (J) a 

•• fd.atl ot e4tlca•loaal · eyatem aDd ( ll) the a~Yelopment 

ot 41tleront1at~ political strtlctW:es. Be baa obMrvett 

tbat 110 4ou'bt ·· ·· oasto sit 11 :re•tn• a vt tQl 4etol'lliaaut 
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tlocal etruoturee bas •ceesltated atteattou 011 

4e~terwl~tanta ot atntltloattou otber than cute. • 

Jifukher.Jee1P IJU eouactetl a ataOy ot Vlllaae• 

111 ltD&el. s·e also uplatne the aseoaiatioD ot oloaa 

arouplaga wltb caeto bieranbt'~ Be has oategorteed 
' . 
at• ocoapatlonal sroapt ia•o ttrtt•e olaasee. they ••• 

(I) (1) L~dbolde,-a ldJd (li) Sugernaory farmers; 

(a) <til) Oult1YntcraJ (tv) Artisan• aD1 (v) fradera 
. ' 

(aol~ atttftolent psnsnatry) 1 

()) (ft.) the sh.al"o-oroppcu·s• ('\'it) AgriculttU-al LaboUI'erea 

('fill) Servtc• boldora all4 (b) Othere. 

B• .splaiaG tba~ the upper•oaat• Btnau• beloua 

to ola•• tiratJ tbe lower aaate Bla4Ge and ertn'ad•Kosli .. 

to ola•• aecoadJ &D4 tbe Scheduled Caetee aD4 tile 

Solle4u1od tr.t.bea to olaea tblnt of tile eooaord.o 

atrootura. Be aaya tbat the people of' class 11ret 

matatetaecS t.bei.r ecouo.tc aDd aoot.el etatu aDd t.bt.• 

cUd. .not allow upv..,s JJObllltr tor the people ot otb.el' 



/ 

•• clee•ea1 eaO thu• caete· 8114 olaes rank weD.t toaetbor. 

fbte. study also e:splaiu tbnt tbe dt:u~i•llo (pollutlollll 

• 
blerarcb1Ca1 oharcotor of the ooate ayetea. here•ore, . 

Olh(:'( 
the etbeP taotor&(tban tho rltualletto oue •• alao 

•qually elgblftcant lor all .utalyst.a ol 5\rat:lfloatlon. 

Sla&b • e20 et..V sbowa ttiat tb• ~tpper oaste niUI· 

olaee statue eolnolde aa4 · npper cut•• coDt1aue to bold 

PO:••r 'Jl 'Vllleges. 

Got18b1' ta b•r eta4y bu ob•en-e4 tbtl' tb• land­

lee& people ln that .-egtou etalltl at i;be bottom of aoo.lal 

bierarcby. the poor ca•toe tbl~ oi polt•tcal re~lt 

against tradttlonal cute system. Bleil" ecoMid.d 

4epresa1ol\. te 110t b~oaue ot the oeste ayetem but tbe 

neeut ·eoonomlo ano. ,polltloal &ealUAttoD llu llOde tbea 

. ao. Sbe olao ste.tl.\8 tllat the oonfliot 'between different 

aroupe (partl.cular.ly tbe lantted: aroops OJJ.d ·the lail4l•••> 

•av be -no•n ttaroqb tbe tonaa o~ as1 tatt.oD 0114 atrqgle 

tor llte CbnDCos. 



• 

fbe present study alma to examine eom• upocte 
fu_ 

of obaoglJ1& aarorlon relattotla pertotnt.111 to,( untoDoba-

bltt ot &aroa'lalco state. Before 8Jl4 after the lnd.epemtenoe 

p•no4 YM>Iou• egl'&f'taa legt.alatlotts were oDaOt•4. 

Beetciaa, otb.er taotora operating 1o egrteuJ.ture · hoY• a.ko 
' atteete4 tho soc tal ntrueture ot lrutlo:Jl Ylllaaes. I 

" ' 

have t-ried ll.n tbis ·J)issel"tatlon to tmow bow far 'the 

u.n-tonobublea Who were at the bottom of soot.o-agrarlan 

btercrcb1 ore cffctcted by tbt so factors • 

. 
questtora:. tberetor•• J h,We contlatd 1JY80lt to aurarlllll 

' . 

l'elatlons ~elcte4 to tbo tmtoochnblea w1 tb special 

retere.nce to &ar.oataka State. \ """'¥ o.l&o M~'"lton. tn.a.t :fo-. ~&oll\.­
s~o.c.e. ~vui.. -\i-e. l CJ!)\'Lfa'k£'<l ;w>.-y o.,ite-rdio~ l'lr'IQ.lii\.Ly to kO.,'l'W\.Q;\:.CAk.a,. 

MRRCUl§.. O£fi!!A!Af. ' 

(l) Blstortoa1 t'eoorda 8114 d.ocum•Dta (Galletteer•) 

(il) fteoretlool an4 emplr1oal llicro-level e'$u4le• 

(ltl) Ceasu• 4ata en4 

(lv) Government reporte .• 
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llle macro ac4 idcro-lft'el etn41•• do at uta 

o• anothea-. 'Ibis ts a aboncOid.,_ vhlcb pro••• to 'H 

aa obetaclo to reaecnb ·wort. · !benton, tbe atteapt. 

made be" te purelr •»~J'tlfiO,.. HflCb t10:rk ..._saa to 

be doDO ill mntcblag 100.01'0 ftD4 ldCWO•lftVe1 atu4tee. 

Sepeotally, la ngtu"d •o oai"GG"1.a.n ·nJ.atlone pertalftt.DI 

to Bebedulecl Coetos, direct. l'ol•~ucce aro •• ho~b to 
CJQCI'O ant. mloro-levoJ. studios. fto•1 . .,. onn ota&y -.u. 
sou broatl generallaaUcn• on t.be ·baela ot a'Vdlattle 

4ata. It may bO aeatiolle4 tJ:u.at ·thl• 41-l'tatloa wu 

4olay&d ·t;y several ·~'he because ot ·th~ dllftcmltyta 

tiPCUna procln Cl)G. t"elevar.st tutorantion. fllrougbf)ut. 

tbe 41 esariGttou, I h-tnl'e nsod the tea •vntoucbabloa• 

Ol"' •Sobe4ulod CQf!Jtea" t.uet•d ot Uae tel'll •a•VDtouoba­

bles• or "'lar1Janan. It Ss becauae, iQaplt~ of all tb 

l•glslcUoo1 tb •· POOl tloa .of SCbedul•4 Ca•te peoplo 

nMtna aore or lees~ •• So tb• pc•t• Jr.,.•rVtel•••• 
obaagea an ocoani.D& ..,,. them throqh edtteatloa, 

1Sid.te4 lad dtetri1lut1oa •tc. StU.l tb• •.vw...o 
(Vert.lool) •b1Uty ot tbe croup •• U.St•d becau•• ot 

adv•~•e •oclol condltioaa. 

1M IOJ'JIU" -..e •Xy10na« ba• eln MOb as•ct la 

tbia diuaenatlon at places vll•re tile 01"eGto tot»ll Jl.ace 

prior lO the rellatdq of tbe state •• •.c.ruatata• ors. 

t.•t !foYember. 197'• 



lD the ~irst Cbepter we b,nve doolt with the 

tbtorettcal ,perepeotiYO of ap'CI'l&D relctt.ons 111 ID)i.a 

GDd other ro1nte4 etudles. 

Ia tbe seclud Chapter we baYe tr1o4 to onalyee 

oh8Jlle at14 contlatd. ty,. Wt llaYe dl acu•sjG daJ&tienl relc­

tloaa, tbe poal tton ot Untoucbablea to bterarcby o I 
. . 

.Ayagara 8114 the cbanalOS 41Mnetons of those relatloo-

abtps. 

Ia ·ilte tblrd Chapter• ve bnve C'l~Ullys011 tbe olCI 

land syst(lm to rwow tbO pattern• of landolfll$nhlp atliODI 
• 

dillereat oaetes an4 oec:ntpatloDtll oa•te groupe. !be 

aalD empbuf.s le to tmow the extent ot sei'Vlee land 

aS.•ea to CJatoucJta.ble•• 
; 

lo the lne'tttcttora ol ""ltacle, it ia aeen 

bOw tbe Untouchcble labourel'e wer• kr.w•n by 4tllerent 

D(lflle8 ;aooordiJt& to dilftrent llntve of sale and contract. 

fbua;. the aecou4 DDiS tldrd Cbopters tocns opou tile 

analyst• ot tra4itloiaal ~eJ.atloua. they Y1ev till 

tradl tlonnl rolntioua in terma ot aoclal chance. 

tbe fourtb Ohapte~ 4eala vltb aban&lQI land .,ate• 

anti relatioD• w1 tb reler•nce to Vntoucbablee. Jn tba 

baOkSI'OUbd Of tbll"d ~hapter, we lln'Ye analy•ed the 

olian,gtoa ocoupat1onc1 patteme ot Uatouobablea. It t• 
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eleo allOWD tbat tbO landholdlna pattern• (ant Jn Yiew 

of allot k4 land• by ao•er~U~en$) o:f Uatoachab1•• provea1 

t.atatlYelr·,. their eoonoldc PQ8lttoa beiD& cllanae4 •• 

fh•lr ebare· or •• laputs in qrlcul turo 18 •on to be 

yeq atmraua. Y.be proportion o~ aart.cultwal laboUC'era 

· .i• ar•ater nn4 tbc probJ.em of bonded labour l.s aoat•• 

Vor.iou 1egtel•tlol:ls (Poned Laboor Abolltiou ACt• 

Bqll4t4 Le.boQI' Abol~ t1on Aot, HlDlllWD vases Act, 8D4 

Abolition e»t ·ontoucbeblll'F Act, etc,) paseeil by tbe 

aoYorment. llove uot b&ea etteotlvely iltPle•nted..·;te. 

sbowa. 

fbe tt.ttb Chapter deale ultb cllangtrq: qrarten 

relatione. A brief' llf*IUDt of Y811.oue s~hu1le• on 

llDtcntebabl•• t.a also reforred. It is seen aJS io how 

tke Vntouobablee are entertaa luto a r•lot1Yo1~ open 

a=-cial .,. ..... 
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WIADOCTIONAL §POIO·BCONOMIC RELATIONS 

A. b:r~et account of the traditional socio-eco~J4)JD1c 

system would help to know the changes meaningfully, 

especially the rights in land and the social organi­

sation ot HindU .society on 9ne· hand and the socio•' 

econol!lic position of Untouchables OD the other. 'The 

·.' ·insight into this Hindus sooi.al organization, nallely 

'the caste system $bows much co111plex:tty but it haa 

greater t'mportanoe Mace even todq 1 t governs the 

ltves ot 300 ~llion Hindu 1n several important respects. 1 

(X) §Q_CIAL: STRUCTURE AND THE. UNTOUCHABLESt · 
. ·~ 

!l"adi tionally, the social organization.-' ol 

India was characterized as Chatul"'t'arna• It consisted of 
•aJor four groups, namely the Brahmin, the Kshatria, 

the Vaishya and the S11dra• Varnas oper.atively consisted 

of castes or subcastes. Srintvas states that the 

•caste sy.stea as in lnstt tution has a c1i~v1ne ·basis and 

it is _essentially devised as a socio•ecoaoud.o framework 

with religious and political sanction behind it.•a 

1. Srinivas, M.N. (1952): Op .• c1t. pp. 24•J1. 
2. ibid. 
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In the beginning.J there were obly three classes 

or groups namely, the war~lors (Kshatr1aya), the 

Priests (the Brahmins), and the l'rader ... oultivators 

(Vaishyas) who performed all kinds ot activities to 

serve the two 1n that order. But by the end'. of the 

l!gvedic period, the tour told d1vislon of soc~ety 
' •) 

wcl.s regarded as' ·fundant$ntal; priiileval ·and divinely 

ordained.' 

• 

It was the Warrior group whicb stood first tn 

the order of priority. Its prime task was waging wars. 
'· However, gradually the priestly group attained equal 

" . ~ ' ' . 

or.still.greater importance since no war could be 

waged without rituals. Thus, these two groups-
' . 

Kshatrias and. Brahmins had;,1 played t•portant role lD 
": ... ..... -

socio•eooJ1tlilie ii~ld• In the pre•Buddhist ~erioct, 

there was often a tierce strt•e between Xshatrta and 

Brahmin. Both strived f.or :more and llOt'e privileges~ 

3 • Bashall, ~.L •. ( 19,4)1 The Wonder that lfas India& 
A survey o1 the culture of the Indian Subconti­
llen'$ be.fore the comi,Dg o:f the Muslims. Sidguick 
and Jackson, London. PP,• 138-147. 

4. Sharma, Ram Saran. (1964): Indian Feu,lalism -
C JOO .... 1200. Culcutta UD1vers1ty 1 Culcutta. 
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fte contending Varnas (Kshatr1as aild Brahmins) 

enctea:voured to protect their status which resulted in 

subordinating relatio~ships. The duty assigned to 
• 

Brahmin was to study and teach; to sacrifice and r~ceive 

gittsJ the J(sllatr1a ,muet protect the people1 sacritic'e 

an4 study; tbe Vaishya also had the right to sac:c-itice 

and study bat his ohiet function w~s to breed cattle, 

.to till. the earth, to pursue .. trac;le and money and the 

Stusra•s 'duty wa$ ionly' 'to serve these htghe~ cl·ass.s 
' . ' 

fhough tbe Brahmins had led religious lite under 

the patronage o~ Klng.or.Ch1ef1 'th~y could not'alwaya 

lead priestly lives. 'They knew about the disadvantage• 
. ' 

of their priest•hood. Therefore. to deal with this 

situation they bad taken to diverse occupations under 

tbe notion ot t14;eact Dharma" 'or "duty when in distress". 6 

It "etined wba't a man may legitimately do when he can 

not earn a living by the calling normally 1'ollowed by 

his group. The Apad !,harma allowed the Brahmins to 

pursue all manner ot trade and professions.? 

s. Basham, A.L., Op.oit. 
6, Ibid. 

7. Bashaa states that the Brahmins were employed 
tu important government posts and several royal 
faDlllies were ot Brahmill origin. Generally the 
law books disapproved of Brahmins engaging in agri­
culture because lt inflicts injury on animals 
and insects. But this rule was also often i&nored 
Ibid. • 
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Ltk• the Br~ns, the Kshatrtas also did not 
' 

always live by tulfill·lng their ideal tunotion. fhe 

rules ot flpad Dharma were applied to tliem and some ot. 

them baltf· acquired ~r. taken, otber·: prt):fet~slons •.. The 

tracQ.ng g~ot!P, (Vaishya). '"Vedic :~i~es. l,fas the poor~. 
. . 

:th~r4 to 1Jralulli~s. an(). Kshat~:l.a$ ~> Bo~e-yer, 1 t .. wa~ e~ti-
' ' 

tled. :to· J'~~etve pr:ies~~ood ant\ undergo l~ti~ti~~ .. 1~to 

tile:. twi,ce~born. status. 8 , , . . . . . . . . . 

fhe 'Vatsbya were described a.& paying. tribute 
be · . · ~"tk.t..L 

to another to be lived by anot~er toL Q.ppr~.~sed by( a't 

wi.ll. They were regarCled as :w11i!tcbe4 and down•throdden 

cultivators or petty merchants. Bo•ever., a sp~~ial_ 

duty ~as. accord~d to Vaisbya by Malui~as keepirlg cattle.9 

~hough, they had :tew rights·and humble status, they were 
' ' . ' . . . . . it\ 

wealthy mer~hants living in great luxury and(powertully 

organized;;~ guilds. The rich Vaishyaa were .resp~cted 

by the Kings and enjoyed their favour and confidence. 

They also made great donations to religious cause .• 

this shows that they were ( l;prosperoua and influential.10 

8. It is a religious ceremony wherein Sacred tbred 
is worn. After this pertofmance the second birth 
takes place. Bence, those who underwent this 
are known as 4\d.jas. Only the Brahllina, Kshatrias 
and Vaishyas were entitled to wear sacred thread. 

9 • Ibid. 

10. Ibid. · 
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thus, the Vaishyas also· like Brahmins and Ksh'atrias, 

did not follow tb.etr ollly ancestral calling. · Bence 

they had al set sought shelter under APe DhaJt:mth • 

The three b.igb.er castes (Varnas) ha•.' undendned 

the rigid rules of hereditary professions and entered 
., 0 

other act1 viti es, d1ereas the 1ot o.t the Sudras .vas 

'more unfortUilate than that olf the 'Vai.shyas. According 

to ·Manu, nsudra was 'the servant ot another to be exp.fii'd 
' I 

. , .. at will) to be slain at' ri11. or .to be beaten at will ·~·t 
. 'f. . 
Sudra were cJ.eprivea,~_, the illitiation o:t sacred thread, 

which was one of the criteria to acquire Aryan Status. 

It (Sudra) was one ot the Aryan classes who rezused 

rigid Brahmanic observances, orthodox customs or old 
' 

praotioes.12 Suilra•s refusal to observe Drabmanical 

customs gave bi.rth to hatredMS=S among them. Therefore, 

to govern the conduct or behaviour o:t these people, 

rules and laws were formulated. Ambedkar1' has listed 

the la~s against Sudra class (including the Untouchables, 

t.e., Panchamas) :from ditterent books which have dealt 

11. Kane, P.V. ( t91.tih .Bistott of Dhar.anaee.stras. 
Vol. 11, Part-I, Bhandarker Oriental Reseal"Ch 
Institute• Poona, P• 120. 

12. Basham, A.L. 1 Op.ott • 

. 1l· Alnb.edkar, B.R. t ( 1970)1 Jfbq yete thQ §ttdras'l 
Thackers 1 Bombay, p. lt6. · · 

• 
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with· every aspect ot 11~e. They area 

(1) That the· Sudra vas to· take the last place in 

tbe social ordeJH; • 

( 2) 'l'hat the Sudt"a was impure abd tberetore no 
sacred ac-. sho·u14 be done· within his rights· an4 

w1thi.n· his ·h.·~·ingss. · · 
C ' 

(l) That the sud~a :18 not '·to 'be ;respected in ·:-the 
r , 

same way as· the other .classes.) , 
, .. 

. ' 

·· · · ( l!) · ·that the life o:t the· sudra· is o:f no '\'alue. and. 

anybody may k111 him without having com;p~Jlsation. 

if at al1 a· small; value as compared with.-. ,that 
' . ·-~ 

:of Brabmin~ Kshatriya and ·vatshya~ 
,I 

(S) That the. Sudra must ilOt acquire knowledge and tt 

i,s .sin and crime to give him education; 
, 

(6). That the Sudra must not acquire property and 

that Brahmin Call take hi.s property at his pleasure; 

(7) That the Sudra can not hold ot£1ce under the state; 

·(8) That the duty and salvation ot Sudra lies in 

his serving the higher classes' 

(9) That the higher classes must not intermarry with 

Sudra. They can• however. keep a Sudra woman as 

a concubine~ But, it the Sudra touches a woman 

ot higher class, he will be liable to dire punishment) 

,, 
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(10) . that. tile Sudra ls born in servility for ever. 
' - ' 

Ambe4kar an4 8ashu have observed that th~\tl. 

Brahminioal textbooks assigned duties tor Sudraslwere 
, ~ . 

ot such -nature that they had to re.ma1D in the low posi• 

tl on trom social and .economic point ot view. 'l'he Sudr.a 

must not acquire property etc.. EVen he bad an opportu-
. 

nlty to becoming wealthy, he must not do so·. For a 

Sudra WhO makes money is distressing to the Brabii1Ds •. 

And Brahm~ killing a Sttdra performed·tbe same penance 

as .tar tilling a ea~ or dog-.1' 

From the above analysis, 1 t seems that the 

Sttdra had DO hope of becoming like others on the earth, 
I, ... ~·· ' 

because salvation for him lay in serving the others. 

Though .some ot them had engaged in other aotiv1 tie a; iS 

the Varna system imposed social disabilities .on the• 

which coiltl"lbu.ted to their lowly statuth16 

16. 

Basham, A.L. Op.ci t. 
Basham states " there is mention of suctras engaged 
ln manufaetur' aDd commerce and by the Mauryan 
t:l.mes many Sudras were peasants. As we bave seen, 
Sudra !lngs were not unknown and many Sudras1 
despite the injunction of the law books must 
have been prosporousa. lbid. 
Ghurye. G.s., (1969)1 

5
caste and Race in India. 

Popular• Bombay. P• 3 1. 
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.TBB UN'fOUCBABLISI 

. To this tour-told division o :t. societ.r one more 

category was added namely, At1•Sudras or PanchaJnas. 

This category comprises matJ,y untouchable .sub-groups.• 

They stand at the bottom of fivefold hierarchical Hindu 

soeiety.17 These Untouchables were known as Avarnast 

ADtyaJas, Nama$Udras, thus tbese concepts show that 

they were ou.t o:t the Varna System. 1'hey were also known 

as •out•caste•18•· .· .·Bu.t like. ~h~ su~ras o:t the ;fed1c period, 
\ . \i' . . . 

the Untouchable$ were also governed by tbe Brabmanical 
. 19 .laws. 

17.· 
18. 

Srinivas, M •. N., Op.ctt. 
The Untouchables. ar·e ktiown by different .names in 
4itterent languages in all. the states of India. 
J!or example, :ln Northern India 1 they are kD.olfll as 
Chamar, Bhangi etc. In South India, in Kannada, 
·as Boleya, Madiga1 Adi•Karnataka; in Tamil as 
Pariahs,f in Telugu as HalasJ in Halqal• as 
Poliyal" and in Marathi as Mahar, Dhed etc. There 
are 11ar1y untouchable-castes whiCh are reported tn 
various 'Census of India. Chitra Tiwari bas listed 
about. 1129 untouchable-communities in India nuaibering 
50 to 60 milli·on people. Cbitra Tiwari, (t96:$)a 
§udras in Manu. Motilal Banarasidas, Delhi, p.?S. 
tn his search 1or the o~igin of untoucbab111t.y. 
Prot. Ghurye bas come to the conclusion that 1t 
was· between the time of PaniDi and Manu, i.e., SOO 
B.C. • the social post tion ot Ohandals, Swapauchas 
and Mri taps,. the then untouchables deteriorated and 
they were eacluded from the Tillage and assigned 
extremely low duties, Ghurye 1 G.S.(19S7)t Caste· 
and Class ln India. .Popular Book D~pot, Bombq1 

f• 21i1. Bash8JD states tbat \ty the Gupta times 
400 A.D.), the C~al\dals had become so strictly 

untouchable that they were torced to strike a wooden 
clapper on entering a town to w~n the Aryans ot 
the.ir polluting appreach. Basham, A.L. Op .cit. 
p. 1~6. . . 
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therefore,, the Untouchableat soleduty vas cto 

serve the three Varnas like that ort _Sudras.. Por them, 

the traditionally asslgut Jobs verec cleaning or .sweep. 

1ng ot streets, drainsJ removal ot human pd ani.mal• 
' l. . . 

excreta, carrying dead ahlmals out ot the Yill(lge1 digg-

ing of .\lurlal groU.lld• supply1ag pyre woods, leather work 
- . . ~ .. ~ ' (.· ·. 

and guardia& the village etc. Besides it, they were emplo-. ' . ~ 

yed as flel~~hands and in all kind~ ot manual labour! 20 

( . •' 

. The Uatoucbables had. to obey the rules o1 tradi• 

. tional oustol!iiJ and sanctions,, since, they were lowest 

, among the low, their contact of any .kind (e-ven seeing) 

. warranted the .savsnat_ to undergo puri :lacator1 1t1 tea in 

ordet to reooYer no~mal ritual status.21 Uecause of 

certain Hindu theological notions llke Karma and Dharma 

'20. · .Rice Lewis, B. (1897h. ~E:sora • A Gazett~er compi­
l•d for Gov.~rnmentt Mysore·tn General, Vol•I, 

. London, PP• 20~28~. 
21.. According to Ghux-ye, tli.e ideas of untouchability 

and uapproaohabtl1 ty arose o.ut of ideas of cere­
monial purity first applied to the original Sudras 
in connection·wtth the sacr1fioial ritual and . 
ex1ended to the other groups because of the theore• 
tical impurity of certain occupations. Gburye, 
G.s., Op.cit. p.1B2. Srinivas, M.~. O~.cit., 
Ayyappan has mentioned distance to be maintalned 
bet1reen castes while approaching or crossing each 
other. A Nayar must keep 7 feet .trom Nambudar1 
Brahlllin. An Iravan fllavan, Izhuvan T1yar) aust 
keep 32, a Cheruman 61f and Nayadi 74 to 12\. !be 
respective distances between these lolier castes 
were calculated by a simple process of subtraction. 
fbe Iravan must keep 25 teet trom the . Nayar and 
Cheruman 32 trom the Iravan. A1yyappan, A. ( 1937 )I 

~ Allthroeolo~tR o1 the Nafadis. Vol,II, No.-4. Madras 
' ~~<!.H~~ :'1, ~over~ent-useum Buil~tanst N.s .. ~ Matti-as I p.18. 

~:r ~~~ yis• 
~~\LIBRAP.r J}) '1_, 9 (_J)-S~~, :44'~(N7 

• '-vJ :J \ \\- \(\ 2... -
'~~ L8 
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aa4e the Untouchables believe that dying in the serYice 

o t Sa'f'@tDaf (especially the Brahmins) would secure tor 

them a place in .heaven or tn the next birth they would 

be born in a higher caste. 
' ' .. 

Thus 1 they must remain as 
\ 

.. · . .. . tal thful .seJT~11$ and should not sttive to become any om 
. ' . ' . 

. . · , . ..· .· .. el~e in this· ztiundP.e ll.te.82 II tbe Untouchables took 
. .. ' ' . ' . 

·.· other: occupatfons, they wer·e subJected to punishment by 

, . the upp,er castes. 
. ~ . 

. :' i . 

lbe resi·dences of the Untouchables were and are 
'.• 

. always situated out of the Hindu village. This is one 
- ., ol ~ } • J l .:. -F 

ot t,be conspicious teatures o:r village India~ 
' . . . . their 

-· ' ~ ' \ r ' •• • 

spati~l seg:r,uati·on or !solation trom the rest o:t the 

coatry should be viewed as the physical-expression of 

more subtle social barriers based. on the avoidance of 

ritual pollution ~·other beliefs rooted tn Hindu 

tradition. 
2

' 

0 

As Basham observed that the orthodox texts contain 
trequent warnings on the evils which arise when 
Sudras and ou.t-oastes grow too power:tul and this 
would seen to· slow that even a Chandala ud.ght occa­
sionally become infl uentiel • Basham, A•L• t Op. cit. 
Kabar• d. Miobel. ( 1969)t "Agents of Dharma in the 
Untouchables• Ina The Untouch bles n Contea or 
~nd1§• Habar, J, che ed •. The University o:f 
Arizona Press, 'l'u.cson, p. 74J .Spate has shown 
abollt spatial settlement and quartert tor •arious 
castes of village. Alninbhavi in Dharwar district. 
Spate, O.H.K.( 19$1t): India and Pf¥lstan • General 
and Regional Geography, 6hapter ..... Is Village and 
Town in India, Methuen&. Oo. Ltd·~, Great Briton, 
pp. 198-208. 
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!hue, the $'tU4y ot traditional soot~ structure 

shows a XtWilber o1 lines that are clear and ~stinc't 

8114. othera that are Jt'll&rred. But atlongst them the :tirst 
• 

and strongest liae is the •Pollution barrier• that 
' 

devides the Untouchables from the rest ot society.a4 

the principle of puri ty-poilutiOJI governs every individual 
' 

of Hiadu society, and wherever the Untouchables extst; 
. . . 

they share certain characteri-stics, ' According to 

. Aggax"Wal as promi.D.ent among thelll aret 

(i) 

(11) 

'•(t'li)' 

(.tv) 

(y) 

Stigma of Untouchab1lityJ 

Segregated· l.ooalityj 

Bered1 t'ary defining occupationsJ 
GS 

Economically dispos~d condi tionJ 

Denial of Education, .end 

Denial of political participation. 

The Untouchables are considered to be ritually 

polluted. It is believe.d that they imol_~.tarily de:tilte 

whatever or whoever they touch. Therefore, upper caste 
~ 

Hindus avoid touching them. They also do not allow to. 

enteJ."" houses, temples etc,, ¢'toept certain restricted 

24. Bailey, F.G, Op.cit. (1957), 
25 • Ag~al t P ,C • ancl Ashrat 1 M. S • ( 1976) I 

Through Privilege§• A study of special pr< •vileges 
ot Scheduled castes ln Haryana. Sri Ram Centre tor 
Industrial Relations an4 Human Resources, New Delhi. 
pp. J-1-. . 
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plac;es,) such as .latrines and the animal shed-i·- fhe· 

Vntofchables who violate· this rule are pun:t:slled and ,, ' 

the· deft.l.ed ob3ect or pe:r8ons are to be pari:tied.,. • 
The stigma ot tmtouchabillty or· pollut1on Is 

also associated with· lo·w evaluation O·f qualttiea,, It: 

ts believed that the highly prized qualities tn society •. 

. tor· example,, honour, moral goodness, intell1gence, 

courage and uprightness are held by upper caste Hindus,. 

and· that low intelligence,. lack of courage •. 11Dhloral1ty,. 

dirtiness ~U"e held by the Untouchable·s on the other·.­

The'se assumptions ar.e man.tt'ested through many wqs •. 

For instance, 1Ji :tact the Untouchable· caste Dames such 

as "llo1~yaft;, "Chaar* or "Chandala" at'e often used as 
abases. These abusive n8Dles conceal the above undesi• 

rable traits. 

Because of their hereditary polluted status and 

their til thy occupations they are isolated trom the main 

population of tillage.. fhis spatial segregation ol 

Untouchables is clearly known by boundary lines or a 

stream, or street or wall. Tbus, in every village their 

settlement is outside the village ... whioh is the special 

feature of Indian v1llage. 
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According to sub-castes o.f Untouchab~es_., their 

settlements cu-e patterned. This would be because ot the 

assimllation of the pattern of caste Hindu settlement • . 
• 

Sepirat1onsot sub-sections of Untouchables are not 

visible llke that ot their isolation from the rest ot . 
the village. !bough they are h~~rarchioally arranged 

and caste rules are observed, the interaction between 

$ubcastes is not t.ts much co.nstrained as between them 

and caste Hindus. 

{ "' I 

lh'en today in some Indian vill.age.s the segre~at1on 

is ·observed to such an extent that the Untouchables are· 
·• ' ' 

not allowed to pass or enter the high caste settlements. 

The Untouchables would not enter the Agraharam or Wadi 
. ' 

(Brahm~• aettlemeQ.t). If an Untouchable tenant or 

labourer had to deliver grains etc. to his Brahman land• 

lords, the former coUld have to cell out a person stand­

ing on the edge o:t' Agraharam or main g~te ot Wadi. 

However, in Such situations the restrictions are strictly 

put on the Untouchables. But the tact of segregation 

is almost univeraal with varied degrees of strictness. 

According to Srinivas. even when a new settlement of the 

village takes place due to the construction of a dam or 

.tank, the place ot habitation tor the Untouc~ables is 

separated from the main village.26 

Srinivas, M,N .• (1976h '1'4e Remembered Vtllye •.. 
Oxford University Press, Delhi. p, 18 • 
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· Consequently,, the p•llutton barrie.- keeps the 

Untouchable.& away tx-om public life and public avenue$ 

which are dominated by the caste Hindus. • 

their defiling occupations yield mere subsistetnce . ' ·.. ., ( . 

· ·income. They· had access maiJlly to manual work.· ·Broadly 

spealdll/h there are JtdDly .three Categories Ot .OCcupa­

tions of Untouchables. which are ol~~nt~. ·leather. proce ... 

ssing and manual wo~k. The first category of work consists 

o:t sweeping stre~ts, 'cleaid.~g drains. removiug human night 

~oil' and animal 'excreta~ removi ... ot. ctead 8.nimals aDd 

raising pigst' ~tC• The s~Cond Category of work comprises 

removal of skins1 curing them and making goods such as 

shoes ud agricultural 'equipmentr. .accessories used in 

ploughing, etc. The manual wor.k involves ail sorts ot 

activities comprisiag workin& in the :t1eld ... ploughing, 
,. 

transplanting, sowing* thrashing, di,gging eto. • .Jtend:l.ug 

cattles and so on. 

All occupations except agriculture were considered 

as defiling occupations by caste Hindus. The occupatio .. 

are also graded 1n hierarchial order. Thus, the ranld.ng 

of respective caste communities seem to be associated 

with the traditional occupations. The Untouchables, who 

are engaged in low gr.aded activities, are also r&Dked a• 
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lowest among the low. Their position is revealed ln 

the aap27 liVeD belOWl 

aaa 
Group 

BIBRARCBICAL LiST OF OASTES IN RAMPVB 

Caste 

• 

.I BraluDan Lingayat Sllith 

(a) Bo1as~Ua 
Karnataka 

(b) MaclhYa 

---------~--~---------------.- :, - -- . 

. II A• Peasants•.Sbeparda 
Tracler-Oillllan•ltotter 
fisherman-Vasberman 
Barba.r-Basketmaker 

. .. . ~~~dy . ~~. - - .. ' . . . 
.B• SWineherd 

·-~---- ..... - .. ~ ..... ~ ~ 

----------------------------' ' 

III Untouchable. 

'. 

One important point note~ by Srinivas is tha:t, 

even the Untouchables do not take food trom s.iths. One 

reason for the Smith's strange position is that they are 
' . 

aai4 to belong to the left ~and (tdyai) 41vis1on, while 

the bulk ot non-Brahnd.nical_ castes inclu.di.ng Boleya 

27. the map is extracted troau Srinivas, M.N. (i95Sh 
111he social structure ot Mysore Village".• Ina 
~il!ye India, Marriot McKim ( ed.), University ot 

hicago Pres.s, Chicago, P• 23. 
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Cvntoucba.'bles) 'beloeg to the right 118114 (balagp) division. as 

As all Untouchable castes are hler.arch1tl.llf arran­
-1-\.J-. 

ge4, among them the Madigas occupy t.. bottom and that tile 

\op Chel~wadi s •' · Th1 s 1 s sho'wn in the social structure 
' .. . .. . '. ' ' ' ' . (, . ,· 

. o·f Kse.tra village. The Cheluwadi comes first ·:followed 
' •• ;" f,. ' ' ... 

-f~, 
by ICanchaveer (special Madiga s~ction) and at~~ttoJD ·· 

· stands Madig.a. 2' 

· .. The unto\i'chables are the most backward :and poverty 

striken ·among the weaker sections ot lndi an society. 
I 

· 'the :filthy condition ot their location, their mu4 house• 

· arid tattered cloths al"e easily :J.:dentitied .• fhe force 

ot social customs and myths comp~led the Untouchables 

to remain as fat thful and humble servants of. Caste Bindas • . . 
Thus, spati a1 segr"ation, stigma of 1tntoucllab111 ty and 

poverty have .tnimtsed their participation ill the llth!tR 

of pol1 tics and education. 

Since the Untouchables were not only debarred troa ,. 
the seats of learnt.ng but also subject to punishment• 

they were made to remain in a state of ignorance, As 

a result, they became the victims of tear oomplex tn 

28. SriDivas says, Smiths also carry certain disabili­
ties like Madigas for example, Wedding procession 
of Smith is not allowed to pass through those 
areas where high caste lived.. Ibid., PP• 2,_21t. 

Parvathamma ( 1971). Poll tie§ ufl9d .Relig&QPI A 
study of historical inter~~tion· between soc1o• 
political relationships in a Mysore 'Village. 
Sterling Publishers, New Delhi. PP• 6t•66. 
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tbeir •S.nds and Jleld.superstitio* beltetir• Thus, tbe 

social disabilities l\b.ioh wer.e imposed oa them and the 

lack ot knowled&e determined the type ot earning their 
- . . 

·' living. Hence they had to remain as servants and agri• 

:cultural labourers. · · 
. ' 

though r:u~veral reformist tnovements and sovernm.ent \ . - - -

policief; have .attempted to eradicate traditional blind 
'm.fhiL 

practices and to bring about the uplif~ of the Untoucha-
. . .,...~ 

bles, there 18 no . much improvement in the 1'1el4 of 

education of Untouchables. Still in remote villages, 

the children belonging to Unto11chables sit sep..-ate in 
I 

the schools and have a seperate water supply :lor thea. 

It is mainly because oi preval11ng belie:t in tD.touchabi-

11 ty in those areas. 

the tra41tional Village Pa:nchayat powe:r- vas held 

by caste Hindus • As a rule the Untouchables were never 

allowed to be members of the village panchayat. AD 

exception was made in regard to the Holeyas (agricultural 

workers), uhose verdict in settling the village boundary 

disputes was ti nal. But the Holey a was the hench•an o:t 

the headman ot tbe village; Be always helped Panchqat 

members in such matters. the Untouchables were not 

expected to take part in poll tios. As they were economi­

cally poor, that they could not get any political weight. 
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fh«r were considered to be unintelligent and irrespon­

sible by tbe caste Hindus. Moreover,' tile tact tl1a1i 

the high caste Hindus did not tolerate any activitiffs 

u.D.dertaken hy the Untouchables in the pol1.t1cal field. 

The Vntoucllables could not raise their voice 

against ·inJustic·es since they solely depended::tor their 

l.tveiti&~~cl on caste Hindus •. ;, Bume~iodly ~o s~ll and 
.. 

isolated .:trom the village political lite, ther were 

poll tic ally alienated· ill rural poll tics. 
~ , ' . l ' '' , ( I ' : . ' , · 

~ ' , . ~us; . ~n . the tra41.t1on41 so,cj, al structure, tile 

Untouchables had to depend 011 the caste Hindus io.r their ' . ' ' '. . ' . ' . : . . . 

maJor part. of tneome. tor livelihood. Bach he.-etlitary 

occupation of caste. has also lt.nk~ Vi tb economic 

relations in tradition eeoDomy. We shall examine lt 

tn the next section. 
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(lt) .IAJHANI RELATIONS NiP ms UNTOUCBABLBSI. 

flu~ Ja31Daill system which is s11111ar to Aya Systea 

has. been put torward aJid studied by VU"ious. scholars, 

Accor4iD.S to lsbvarant "AJ"a system involves a series 
. . 

ot economic transaction between a .farmer and .taraer, 

farmer aJl4 noD• farmer and between otber groups". SO 

. Harper states- that the •Ja3mald. system is a network of 

· ai11~ces · between different groups of indiViduals who 
f 

toiiow ditterent OCCupations an4 wbO exchange tbelr, 

products and seriice·s dir~ctly w1 tb ()De ~other~ •'1 

wtser ~and Wiser have reierred to iaJmaDi systea 

as •an established service relationship which was some­

what like ihe old feudal system, yet· unlike it. tt 

contained a mutuality that was laoklq in the :feudal 

system. fills system of tnter•re1atedness tn services . 
wt thin the Hindu commwd. ty is called the Hindu Jajmanl 

syste._ •• sa 

Beldell:lan l"efers to it as "a 1eudaltst1c ey•tea 

ot prescribed bereditar,y obli&ations of payment and of 

30. 

''· 
lshwaran. x. (1966)1 ~radittgn and Bconov in 
fillage, Ind1a1 Allied Publ cations, Bombay• pp.36-46. 
Barper, B.D. (1959): •Two S,stems of Economic tn 
Village India". Ina ~er1cy M:thropolog1 sts, 
Vol. LXI, PP• 760 - 78. 
Wiser, v.u. anc! Wiser (1958)1 the Hindu Ja~mani 
§ystem t Socio-economic systems interrelating 
members ot. a Hindu Village community in service. 
Lucknow Publications House, Lucknow, PP• I - XXI. 
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occupational and cere~ntel duties between two or more 

specific lauallies o£. different castes in the same 

local.t ty• ·'' ¥olenda dettnes JaJmanl system as •a • 

· system o:t d1 stri button ot Indian villages whereby high 
. ' . ' 

·caste landown.t!lg famlltes called 'J~Inan.s• are provided 
I' : •. • ' . L • 

'/ 

services and·products hy vartous·low~r castes ~own aa 

. · •:X8.111ns*l: carpen;ter~ p~tterl blc:\Okslllith, · water~carr1er, 

fhus, tile studies show that the .Aya system or 

'laJmani system involv~s econoJDio relationsht~s generally 
.. 

ill accordance to caste relations.. the· strength ot the 

eystem depends on the concessions grant.ed ·to d1tfe:rent 

· occupational gr.ou.ps ~: Therefore • · V;tser says that these 

concessions are not- equally applied but vary according 

to custo•s• And· ·these exchangeable goods anc1 services 

do 110t correspond to their services rendered. 

· lshwaran luis also said that the Aya system ts 

centered. around the values ot honour, pride ancl prestig~. 

,These values are further crystallised around the land 

, in Village. Jle states that the .essence of the systea 

te that it obliterates the eonfltct between master and · 

53. Beidelman, T.o. (1959h A coaearative ~sis of 
the Jajmtmi SY;.stem. J .J. Ausustin, p. ·.• · 

'". lolen.tda, P.M. ( 1963) t "Towards a Model of the 
· Hindu 'JaJmanl System" .. In: Human Organization, 

Vol. 22~ PP• 11·28. 



serY.ants. . fbe master feels as much depen(lent. :~--. sen·ant 

as the later does on the 1oraer. taus, the goods and 

aervices are not measured and .equated. they are gra,ted 

as an 1Dllled1ate counter~JFt• 

·It see~~ that ~d.eolog1oally the Aya system ha• 
. . . ' " : . . ' ~ . ' " 

rel1.giou's sanction because all caste1s have ·t"itualisttc 
' . " ,. . ' ' ~ . ' . 

· rol~s ·along. wl th economic and poli ttoal roles. However, 

. 'the ·political parti ci patio n depends . upon :a .n~ber, of 

· · • · · 'factors ·such a.s prinei~le ot un~'f'ersal.adult su:t.~rage 

and education etc. The ca~~e •hioh .renders r1 ~u.al aervi• 
ilc. 

· ces "tenCls to , be subordinate to L o~ste ld11ch J:>ece1ves them. 

· ·· By .and la.rge}:!ecetvers are ecottotdcally an4 JJ011 tic ally 

dOid.t.lSllt • 

But, an important tact is that the caste groups 

that are economically domtnan~are most powe~tul onee, 

provided they are,above the tpollut1on-barr1ert. Accord­

ing to Parvathamma, only in the case of Untouchable• ta 

the.ritual status· not conunensurate with eoonolllo cmd 

political authority. Thus, the catrte Hindus naturally 

enjoy ritual superiority.'' 

the Aya system as an organised institution ha• 

t ts tnsti·tutional tnnct1oD$ and relationships~ It toru 

a part ot village social structure. So the Aya $fstea 

3 S. Parvath8.11U1la1 C • 0 p. c1 t. p. 2J7. 



and caste system ar•· so IUJ.ob as.soclated that the later 

ts a pillar on which the community ltte turns.l6 
/ 

therefore. the occupations are grade~ toto a hierarcay 

.ot their owa w1 tb. purl ty and· poll utton rules whiCh have 

caste base. 

Broadly speakiq .• the Aya system consists ot two 

parties, J7 namely• ·~adakula" ancl tt~gar". ·· .Q"adakula - ~ 

1 s a family which gives qa 8Jld the Ayagar l.s the reoet• 

pient of A.ya. ,Aya is regarded as 'KAA!ke' which means· 

simply a •giit'. 'This gitt. is not considered in quantua. 

fbe customary ATtt ~s always paid in kind• . For •ther 

services outside· the .AYa ·system, ihe pqme:nt ts made 1n 

cash. 

!HI _ UNTOVCBABL§ QAGMSa 

The untouchables are ..t\:fagars w~ose dutie.s are to 

serve the Ayadakula as well as Ayagars. Since the 

Untouchables occupy the lowest position in the caste• 

hierarchy their position in the Ava system is tilled with 
- ' 

aore duties tllan rights.. They also receive remuneration 

or concessions for their renderecl service but the ~act 

is that the A'ya which they receive ta not sufficient to 

36. lahwaran, X. Op.c1 t. p.36* 
37. Ibid, PP• 36•45. 
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their ltve11hoo4. Theretore, they also do otber worle 

along 1d. th traditional job. fhus, their .services are 

- linked w1 th the moral .notion of Dharma or Duty, This . . . 
is a central pr1~;tciple that eYery Aya is looked troa 

religious point ot view.'S 

'' 

.l·shwaran atatee that tbe Aya system is baaed on 

tile PJ"inc:i.ple ot zoevers:i.bility ot the master-scu.•T4Jlt 
•, .... 

para41p. Ac·corcU.ng to him the essence ot Jy.a system 

is that it Obliterates the dichotomy bet':'een master 8114 

servant. Therefore, 1 t' ts characterised by the qualities 

ot receiproct. ty ·and redistribution• hormony and 

ooope·ratio~.J9 

Jlowe1"er, the :tact that economically the Ayagars 

contribute to the w.orking of agl'icul tural economy. fbese 

Ayagars suppl.y the technological appartus required by 

the local economy. The Ayagars who· occupy their offices 

are. twelve • '*0 Th-ey are known as "BIUUlerdu AVya:r:u" • 

they are also known as "Dara Balute" in Marath1 languaae. 

]8. for example, "Palige Ba.n4addu Pancbamlita• (One's 
·share should be accepted as god-given). 

l9.- lahwaran, x. Ibid. p~ ss. 
tao. · ParvathamJDa, c. Op.ct.t.. p. '7· 
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'he twelve ot:t1oes are mentioned below& 

1. .Gbda ... •ill age Beadltlan 

2. Banakarra ·•· Ritual leader. ot the VlllQge 

'· Badia a ' .. Carpenter 

"· Kammara ... Blacksllith 
•> 

;. Akkasale • Gol~s~th 

6. , Xumbara • Potter 
" 

'.! 

7. Nav1nda ·- Barber 

8. Barike ... Palanguin bearer 

.9. talwari . ... Village watchman/servant 

10. Agasa - Washerman 

11. Cheluwadl .... Priest of Untouchables 

.12. Madiga - Shoemaker. 

Amongst the· twelve qae;ars. the CbeluwacU. and 
' Ma41gas are Untouchables. they serve the castes above 

them when their ritual serrtce.s are required such as 

during a wedti11J8 and funeral ceremony. They also work 

as agricultural labour. The Bolega aa. aoted as a village 

watchman. Tile ritual services wdertaken by the Untou• 

chables indtoate their economic and political dependeDOe 

on the higber castes. 

In accordance with custom; the Cheluwadte (or 

Holeyas) take the dead ~m~s (o:t higher castes) and 
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· pas.s o1i' -the skins to the Madigas ~ The Jloleyas render 

. their services. mainly such· as sweeping, -acting as 

· J!lessagers ot. dead person belongibg to lligber castes~ 

-ey do._ not. serve the- ·Madigas. who are· scaled lower in 

· the caste hei.-archy. -· ••.• t ~ 

· fbe · HtuUgas play the· drUms during village 1est1• 

'l'als and· ceremonies. Their participation .in Village 

·f-estivals such as •xaryunntme • ·~bows t1wt:t- an. important 

ti!atUJ"e ot Vlllage inter-caste relations~ And tbAt ~~ 

p-ractice of unapproacliab111'ty ts not- .there. However, 

the practiCe of- untouchability 1 s still found ill 

villages."*' 

One :torm of patron-seller reiationshlp .. locally 

called •Katjiga•l.t2 ... in~olves the Madigas. !be Hadigas 

supply sandals and othef· leather goods used 11'1 agrioul• 

ture by their patrons. This •ervice is paid in ld.nd. 

During the harvest time• tbe Holeyas are employed. 

Generally, the woman belonging to Untouchables help to 

prepare ·thresbtng•:floor ot their landlord. Tb.e patron 

c. p. 6,. 
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gives the best and top lavers ot .'the grain heap ~o 

the priest a.Dd 'the rejected material at 'the bottom to 

the untou.ctutble•Afagars. This tt done according to 

fhe, r,emuueratio:n· paid to untouchable·.Ay~ars 

reveals the fact that the hierarchical theme runs in 
,- . . ,, ~, ;' . . ( 

• 

. alm.o.st every cont~t ot li:te. · The reJected material is 

. l.oca}ly known., as: lt!lJm!!ilkalutt an~ "Gondekalu"* is given to 
, I Q • ' ' 

the tintouchable•Af'agars as their concession for labour. 

Thi.s is. obtai ru~·d by sweeping the threshing floor· (Kana) -
after the landownex-s have collected mos't ·of the ·grain; 

The untoucbable-AYagars acc'ept the rejected mQteri a1 

and. generally they do not demand good grain. They also 

do not regret. It seems that the religious ethos 

reinforces tbelr traditional assignments and remunerations. 

There is a belief among the untouchables that 1f they 

refuse to accept the remaants ot the thre_shing floor, 

they vill incur sin. Th1 e maltes the Untouchables to 

remain satisfied with that ramnents. 

The variety ot the patron-sellltr relationship 

involves the payment in· kind ~ade by the patron to the 

* lla.nnukalu 1s a mixture of grain and little drylilllld. 
Qindeiiiu is corn ~hich remains after threshing. 
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11Et41ga artisan. the Madiga artisan• s· wort ts considered 

atld payment is mad~ J.n Jd.nd during harv~st season• Host 

ot 'f;he families o.t Boleyae and Jladi~as work on the \aeis . 
of contract during harvest time and receive remuneration 

tn kind. Moreover, the Untouchables ht'e out their 

labour to serve the master. Sometime the master (A.JdaJEul.a) I 

get.s /such servant llho comes troa qagar family •. The 

relations of Ayadakula and Ayagar vh:l.ch are harmonious 

help to keep the other relations in the sa111e manner. 
t 

· As Kolenda'' has observed almost all serving 

castes have ceremonial an4 .ritual dutt.es at· the JaJman's 

(patron) bi:rth.t marriage, funeral and .at some of the 

religious festivals. For e~amp1e .• :Ln case ~:t the 

Untouchables theit- duties are playi.,g ~u11 at the ti•e 

ot death, collecting the wood and 4:1.gging the graveyarf 
' Wtd sending the message to relatives of deceased eto. 

The ceremonies and tes'tivals reinforce the ties between 

the castes. A.Dd, these relations cut-across the castes 

and hence lead to Village unity. 

thus,, relations .amorag the Jadztan or Aya4akula 

and the Kald.n or Ay-agar exist even today. Lewis notee 

that these Jaja&Pt relations are not strong as tbey were 
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in the olf)en days.. thoUgh the Ja;Jaaot system is losing 

its importance'' it st111 exists in ladla:n Vlllagttea, 

because the_ ,seculart~ati~n o:t protessi.ons has not sp':ead 

la thls fiel4.Jt5 It is lliso touttd that tn a weakened 

form the patron-client relationship still ex1 sk. The 

factors su<':h as belie~ ~ou.t r,'l_tu~ pollUtion_,' .the myth 

ot next· world, priest's (Brahll1a) ·role at the time ot 

. marrfage and ll.1e' cycle,, rl tes and testtvals contxolbute 

to maintatn tlle Jalman1 system• 

A• tar as the Untouchables are. concerned in the 

.lfa system, tlley afso occupy tbe l01f8$t, r1 tual post a.ll4. 

they stand at the hot_tom of the hierarchy of .t\T&gara. 

Before allalysing sonte important variables such 

as 1and-hold11lg patterne, lan4•lorcl•tenant relations, 

laadlol"d•agricul tural labour relations• Agriotll tural 

1abour•agricultural labour and the division ot work, 

income and wage etc. lt is very iaportant to discus• 

the tzoadittonal sooio•agrarian relat~ons which throw 

44. Lewis, Oschar and Barn~w;v(1956h. "Caste and Jaj.manl 
system in a North._ Indian Village•, Ina Scienti:fio 
Monthly (Journal), Vol.SJ. ITo .e, •P• &6·'1· -

IJS, Smlta, Charn (1977h •The JaJmant System in an 
Urban Metropolis", Zns Soot§! Ch@ll&f! .. Journal ot 
the Council ~or Social bevelopment, Vol. 71 l'o.t. 
pp .. 20.2.:J. 
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l,tght ot:t the pr,ob~emiS o£ Untouchables.. Here we shall 

concentrate on lau~-ownershi.p, land-hold1Dg pattern 

and the Untouchable-s, ln the tt"aditional economy. 
• 

:r i '. • • l 

Ownership ot lancl ,and property are the bases on 

which on~·~ ~·c~nomtc posit~on depends, Land pl'ays e.n 

1 important. role ir:J. the soolo•economte position o:f any 
. ' ' ~ 

· individual la society. Therefor~, property and ownersh p 

~ ba'Ve a 'reat significance. The $Ubject of .owner• 

ship o:t property, suc.cess1on and inheri tenoe are d•al t 

'' ld. th tn the Zn41an law-books like Smri tis and in the 

commentart•s• '*' The Kings• :tunction was· ·not only conoie­

ved in terms of legislation but of prote~tion and this 

involVed the protection not only o~ his subject from 

invasion but also of the order of society - the right 

way of life tor all cbsses and ages (Varnash~BIDa Dharma) 

as laid down in the Sacl!ed texts ,;'•7 The Kings or Chief­

tans were protectors of Dharma.. It was believed that 

Karve writes: •always commentors referred to the 
principles - according to Sllri tist Dharma, Vyavahar 
Charitra and Raja Shasana while dealing witb succe• 
ssion and. 1nher1 tuoe of their relation to kinship 
orgaraization ot dwijas (twice born people) viz. 
Brahmin, Kshatria and Valshyatt. Karve, Iravat1, 
( 1968) 1 KinsJ!iR Org::;zf!tion in liun.a, Asia Publi• 
cations, Bombay. p.2 • · 
Basham, A.L.. Op.c1 t. p. 1J8; 8adhakri'shnan, S.~ 
(t96th fte Hindu View ot Li.te. · Unwin Books, London. 
He has discussed the sta. ~es ot lite (pp. S9·66) bd 
Caste System ( Chapter-IV J • 



th;e -~. was. Dharma 1nc~nate and that. l!e q.tntained the 
· . . Ye wo.:"fdu.t.i 

• .• acred law• 111 p1U11s.b1D& eT1 •. doers. and .....cleasiJ1C. the 
~· I • 

r:tght.eous. fbe k1ngl9, were the .custodians ot .la~· ,and 
•· 

\'1. \ • ~· 
' ' ' 

there are two ideas of Royal ~wnership of land. 

One .view ·holds that King· was the ownex- of all land u.Dd 
' water ln ltl~ JUngdom •. fbe other view holds that tbe · 

• > ;)- • ~ 

King was the. owner only tn a sooio-po~i ttcal sense, but 

that ·in reality he· did not own the· land. This latteJ!i 

view is held by Ghoshal.-'P ·A•flt could be seen in the·" 

case o:t Sudras aDd the. Unto uchable·s. the land~t.o1 lndi·an 

vlllages were not ·truly coliOiitlnal because~ the di'tterent 

e~stes ·did nOt ~ave ·equal, r'ights to their use • .\9 In 

I-nctia conununal 'ownership olily meant that a particular 

caste •ad ·rights on certain portions o·f village lenct. 

However. the pasture grounds aD4 gro-v:es ot .t:rui t trees 

(such as mangoes) were' generally held to be open tor all 

villagers• use. The rights were accorded according to 

their ritual status. And tn case o:t Untouchables, or 

S.Udras even i:t they had opportunity • they must llOt do so. 

If B. Ghoshal, U .• N. ( 1973)1 Thf Agrar1~ §ystem in .• 
A!Jciegt Inclia1 8arswat t. brary, . ulcutta. · . 
Bashall was ... of the opinion tbat majorl ty ot · 
thinkers on th1 s subject favoured the doctrtne 
of royal ownership. Basham, A.L., Op~cit. p.S1.1. 
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It was considered by the dwiAa§ that lt was again•t 

the tacred law it the Suclras or Untottchables aoouulated.. 

aily wealth, hence their doing was wrong • As tar as 
• 

possible, they must remain humble servants ot the 

country, 

. , · .In, tact, the rel;l.gious -valttes, princip'les. and 

·chstonis were 't~parted 'through the proce&fi' of spcial1ma-
' ' . . . . . . 

tion "ot Bi:hdust and the JDa.Di.testation of them would be 

· · · ·see·n at ·the events like that of. ei~ht prohib1t'iona5° 

·. which were imposed on the Untouchables by the oaste 

. · 'Hindus in the· year 1930. When the Untouchables disregar­

.-ded them, 1 t ·led .. to the 1_1se of violence. by the caste 

Hindus against Untouchables. The caste Hindus destroyed 

• their huts_, granaries and properties• They also looted 

the. Untoueha.bles' .. live-stock. 

As Mangalo·re District Gazetter'1 has written 

th{l t "when the Ande-Koraga (the Untouchables) had to 

carry a spittoou round their necks as being so highl7 

pollQting that they could not be allowed to expectorate 

on the public road • n 

fhus, even atter the independence, the Untoucha­

bles in rural India, generally are not al.owed to en3oy 

so. Please see .Appendix No. t,PPJ33-tS5. 

St. Hutton; J.B. Op •. cit, p. 200, 



cl flo llte.. lt may be seen tro• various ·Reports that 

tn some villages. if .any 'Untouchable person dares to 

.approach the publ-ic well and tan)( etc. t he is •an•balldle4 

an4 economlcally ttycotted1 t.n certain oases, tiie Untoucha­

ble women are made nalte4 and thetl the procession o.t 

naked women taken,. their· women are raped, their men are 

ha~~ged and b~nt alive, rttual:lst1eally sacr1t1e:l.edt 

thelr houses are burnt. and th~ir property is also looted.s2 

The treatmellt(~ olf Untouchables as a whole by the 

Caste Hindus of one side reveals that any act1 v1 ty ot 

Un1iouchables, tt goes against tile existing interests; 

usages,. customs and tradition of caste Hindus. they (the 

Untouchables) are punished even beyond imagination •. 

fbus, tbe hope of ow~ng land was suppreseed and their 

e1forts to b~co•e economlcal.ly well.•being were illVoked 

by socio•reli.gious s~ctions• Bence, tbe net result 

._. that they ha4 to _become landless .• 

the three groups ... ·Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya 

traditionally employed others to till the land. However, 

the ritual prohibition was restricted to Brahl1in and 

sa. Re5ort of the Committee on Untouchability, Economic 
an Educational beveioement of the Scheduled Castes 
@Dd Scheduled Tribes end connected documents. Govt. 
of India, Dept'l. oi Social lielfare, New Delhi, 1969. 
PP• 15•33j Report& .1974• The Commissioner for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled:Tribes. 19'1'""72 8lld 
1972-73• Govt. of India, Mini-stry o:f Home Atfaira, 
New Delhi, PP• 152-172~ Report ... 197!h Report of the 
Coanni ssioner for Scheduled Cas£es and ·Scheduled Tri bee 
197:5•74, Gove.ot India, Ministry o:f Home Af:fairs, 
New Delhi, pp·. 181•195. 
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tcsbatria. For instance, the Brahmin was not supposed 

to till tbe land because by doing so he might inJure 

insects and an1mals.53 They could own·.l~d and get it 
• 

·ploughed·tty .. others. ·Nevertheless, tile Vaishyas also 

··generaJ.lY av~ided tilling the lalld.~ Tr8di tionally the 

Untouchables and tbS Sudras were -.e"lie servants of the 

three· upper castes • · They tilled lands belonging to these 
... . : ' . 

. . 
eastes. · Thus, the rights, .namely, owning, sellt~. 

, purchasing, supern·sing1 leastng,trom .legal potnt of 

v•ct'w' were exclusively enJoyed by t)le Caste llindus.. !be 

' Suuras and Untouc~ables :were denied .these rights. 

IOwever. exception to the denial of. right in lattd• 
.. · 511 the Untouchables had a piece of land.. . This p'eoe o.f 

be . .J 
'land was allowed to£._cultivateP-(1n lieu of village servant 

or Ayaga.r) • 'This land was so small that their sur~ val 

depended on other menial Jobs. 

the second right in land of Untouchables in 

'traditional society was that ot burial grolll'l4. The 

Untouchables bad to dig graves for deceased belongins 

Srin1vas, M.N. (4.'9,55): ln Ma.rriots, Op~cit. 

Parvathamma states that the temple records do not 
say anything about the balence of ~;:lanct (56 acrea 
anti 22 cents) but according to oral information, 
this land was distributed between Maratha ~rade 
players and Cheluwadi pipers. Parvathanuna, c. 
Op.cit.· p. 161. 
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to htgh,r casteth Beside~, some coinp, olQt~, the 

. deceas~d wore, they al~o ~eceived 1'e~ tor tbQ.t gr.ou.na.55 
' ', ' . . . 

. !Jle income of bu.-lel grotmd and o.:t village sery8llts' . . . 
land were partly. supplemental')' to their 11 velihood. 

therefore, UDder such condition their other: vocation 

was, becoming_ agriculture or manual labour. 

I 
Late ~ntqinto the field of .Agricultty;•ef 

the. origin ot the Untouchable t s .real entry in 

the field of agrtculture may be t:raced :ln the ch~lng 

phase ot rural economy under tb.e impact of Bri ti .sb ' 

.rule .56 The Br1 ti sh GoV'er.nment issued an order tor 

the grants of "Chakari lands' (or servant lallds or lnam 

lands for thelt' setvices to Government) of the v:l.llages 

as their remuneration. The :&ritish Government secured 

an access f,or them to the servant land in terms ot legal 

Op.clt. 
Da:ris King1e:r, ( 19S1h l'llJ· ,Poeulation ot India 
fid PaJsistan• Princeton ."3. Chapier-di, p.t70; n Belgua district, Rarnataka state, the service 
lands are called "f@lwgrike hola" and "Bolezea 
Bola• .. The ~ormer reters io .land g1 ven tor 
their service to Government and the latter refers 
to land gi veu in lieu ot the service in Aya systea. 
Thus, .. Sarkari", "Chak$1"1" are the local names ot 
non-ryotwari tenures.. Various Inams are listed 
in Census of India, 1961t. L.utd Tenures in india, 
Vol.I, Part-XI(i), Delhi, 196B, pp. 10~-·115. . . 



rights whtoh was prohibited in Hindu po11 ty. Thus, 

j;t was through govermneut•s 1n1t1at1ve to improve their 

conditions. 1 ts aid helped them to carry on their 
• 

11m1 ted agr1cul tu.ral aetivi ties on the plots ot lancl 

alloted to them. Thus, theiz:- late .entry :l.u the agricul., 

. . t"re was accompan:ted by the rights tnlland :l.n terms o:t 
• I ' . • ' I • ~ ' 

legal ownership~ · Thi~ is. the very basis ot security 
. - '' ·' . . 

and hence. tenure:. 

If 

.• . .: 
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l'ro• the ,Preoeedlng section•, tbe gener~ization 

wou14 emerge that tbe §J1Jas (caste-JU.il4ue) were esclu­

s1vely given riglts ln land ~4 property. Broadly 
• 

speald.DC• lD the tra41 tlonal econo.v • the land systea 

consisted ~t Poll.gars and .Ayagars•' therefore, we shall 

brtetly discuss the land-owlllng pattern with retereDce 

· ·to untouchables. 

loli&KSI . 

!be early land s.fstem 1n the old M,ysore1 State 

consisted ·ot P.oltgars an4 A)'agars. file Pollg.ars were 

' the defeated cblettains Who retnaillect vassals and pe14 
. to Wte. 'Vi.cto'Yl<9U.S Kt~ . . .. 
tribute~ They were a1 so appointed as trusted servants 

to lftalla&e the uacUJ.tiva.ted waste land' and jungle to 

bring them under cultivation._ fbey were powertul 

representatives of the sovereign and in the later clays 

they emerged as the landed aristocracy of the couatr.v' 

(Jiysore province)'. 

1. George, ·f.T. (1970)& •Land Sy$tem and Laws in 
Hysore Statett. Ina A£tbav1JDUJI. ... Journal of the 
Gokhale In~titute of Pol1t1oa and Economics, Poona. 
Vol. U:t 1 No1J. 1 6 2, PP• 117•192. 

2. fte old Mysore State consi,sted of Dine districts, 
Yiz., Ba.ogalore, Chtkmaqalore, Chitrad.urge, UassaD1 
Kolar .• Mandya1 Hysore, Simoga llD.d Twnku.r. 

3. Ibid. '-
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the second category called t.Ayagers' coast s*e4 

ot: twelve heredita17 occapattonal repres~ntatives. !bey 
• rendered their services according to regulations issued 

by the Kiugs Zor their admiJd.stra~lon. These different 

hereditary offices (.Aragar.s) were reco·grdaed and provi-

. ston was ma4.e tor the,ir ma1ntenaDce t'a .. tile V1Jayanagar 
~ r· · · · 

reign·. !bey werea 

' ( 1) Sbanbbog - A.ccountaat 

(2) Gful'da ·• Headman 

( S) Kalamara • 81 ackSIIIl th 

( 4) Baclagi ·• Carpentel" 

(5) .Agasa ~· Vashermaa 

( 6) Pancha.D&i - · Villege Astrologer 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

tiaincta 

Badiga 

• Barber 

Akkasale • Gold-smith 

(tO) falwari • Watchman ot the village 
-

(11) Mirganti • Watchman of the tanks and 

(12) •mbara • Pot-maker. 

George bas categorised these two qagara into 

three groups which are: 

(1) The first group consisted ot the Shanbho& and Geuda, 

(II} The ~econd group consisted ot village artisans, and 

(III) Tbe third ·group comprised ot village servants. 
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the ti.rst group was held respc>J:tsl bl e :for keepiag Cl.~ 

account :t~r~ each ~ll,age and tor maintaining law au.d 

order,. They were the links between the villagers· 8114 
• 

tbe high' o1:fic1als ot the state. The Shanbhogs were 

responsible tor the collection o:t land revenue~· ·so 

they were required 'to keep detailed account o:f r al'l' the 

~ultivators ·in their juriscU.ctiolh · They also hel4 

privileged lands or Maves :as relltlllerati.on tor their 

aerviceth These privileged lands were later on called 

as service ines •. Ff>r such laradt they paid dofl&*. to 

Governmeat. 'l'he·.Gau.da's :functions were to see that 
' ' 

the :tarmera cultivated the land tor the Kandqa (lOlld 

revenue or laDd tax) or rent to be paid .per ermu.a. Like 

Sbanbhogs they were also aQthorised to collect revenue 

trom various duties and rend.tted.tt to the authorities. 

In addition to these assignments, they also settled tbe 

r9nts ~or the ensuing year according to estimate.- ~~act• 

by the Government otticials (~ldars). 

the village art1sa11s an4 servants were required 

to see that their respective services were rendered. 

They were paid tor their duties in the :tor.a ot grant 

o.t privileged lands :for which they regularly pa14 JocU.. 

* Jodi means grant of land or village on lighler assess• 
ment than the proper land revenuec qult•rent. 
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But the Panchangi (village astroJ{,.loger) was exeapted 

fro• pqlag Jodi. 

George points out that the land system undeJ' 
• 

VlJayanagar reign was one ot the direct P$Yment of land 

taxes to the state Ulrough the villag'e ~ffic1als (ShaDbllog 

~d Gct1tila). · lhi s,. according to bi•• ·. 8111011Jlted to ·some 
" 

sort of Ryotwar1 system/* Be sq.s that the land system 

has undergone some changes. Be has surveyed the land 

·system under di:fferen~ admi.rd.stratlon of Kings. 

Jn brief, ·under the Hysore Rajas (Chik Deva RaJa, 

t$j72 • 170/t A.D.)' land taxes were also imposed on ryots 

according to directions laid 4ow.n in the sastras. During 

his reign the Pol.igars were co.mpelled to leave the village 
~ 

to li.ve at~capl tal. Because as Chik Deva Baja went on 

conquering, tbe capital Srtrangapatna bad to be looked 

after. And the lands held by the soldiers were exeapted 

tro• taxatioD to gain their goodwill.' Thus, he utilized 

them in the eventof rebellion eto. However, the RaJa 

retained control over tbe lands by bis right as tbe over. 

lord. Thus tbe cultivators became tbe tenants ot the State. 

"· Ibid. 
S. Venkata Rallappa, M.N. ( :t97S) 1 Outlines . of South 

indtanBisto'l, Vlkas Publishing House, Pvi.Ltd., 
· Ollbay • pp • 02-204. 

·. 
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Xa the later period, Byderali introduced • aachi­

ller.F tor collecting rent and to redt'ess the grievances 

ot ryots by appointing two lrabmin o:t:ticials~ 'fbese 
~ . 

officials were called Rarakars. In each district be 

establiShed such a syste• but it was abolished by biB 

soD. Tlppu Sultalh ,DUriJ14 Tippu Sultan's period au. 

importaat step was to take out various types ot tnps . ~ ' 

': ' ' ' .; 

held by the l!indu•· .... particularly the Brahmins it~ The 
su.b cl-u.e.d.. tk , · . · , ~ 

Pol1gars who were LftiNGe41: UDder t.__Sarakar Managem.ent and 
· ~ · . · .. · · · ~ i~~ pos:t oj · . , 

the. aboli tio~ ot LHarak.ars ( Brab.tn ofticial$) oreated 

discontent. . ' . . 
'' 

Dur~ag ~he reign of Dewall ?urnaiya ( 1799•1810) 

two ,.importaat ~~ttlements .wen emerged viz., hereditary 

property aDd lleredi tary services. Under Maharaja Krishna 
. . . . 

Raja Wadeyar ( 1811·~8:51) an importe.nt ,development was 

the settlement ot villages on ~araesuttt • permanent 

village settlement at loif assessment. Xn his period• 

Fauzdars (Ch1et military administrator ot district) wet>e 

authorised to make grants ot ~!la!!Ut~! ~illages tor which 

•oney rent was fixed. ADother important development was 

of Batayt s,ystem ubere hired labour or tenant-at•will ot 

the Government cultivated lands on the basis ot share ot 

the produce. fhe lands were held by the Jodidars (who 

heldl grant of land on quit-rent). Braha1ns and others 
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held 1!1!! lands. These tna11 lands were' el rent tr-eebJVls 

Durtng this ttme,the Gauda alone collected the revenue 

from the ryots. 
• 

However, the history of the land &ystem under 

Brt ti sh rule. ( 18)1-1881.) ls of great significance. Lewis 

writes about their admiD1s~rat1on was •to retor. ~lagrant 
· sysf:.etrL, . · the . . . . , . . . . 

abuses .ln the old._ to liberate l trade ~d agricultural 

classes in their just rights, against ~~e gross ~yranny 

.and shameful exbrtion ot a host ot ~scr~palous otftcie.ls 

in every department, to puri .. ty and to regulate the adls1D1-

strat1on.of Justice-to develop the res~urces o:l the 

· . eoWttry". 6 This shows that theiJ" ettor.ts were directed 

to put in order the chaotic inaa tenancies in the state. 

Thus, the British Government established tbe Survey and 

Settlement Departments to settle the government lands. 

In view of tbl above admini.strative purpose, the ryotvari 
, th.e 

syste.m introd.uced by Willlaa Bentinck 1nt..Bombq Presidency, 

was also implemented in ~sore Province. 

lirstly• the British 14entltied the landholder 

who was responsible tor the payment ot land revenue. 

They classified tenurea accordiog to tbe method ot settl&aa 

the revenue. 

6. Bice, Lewis. Op cit. (1897) p. 639. 
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ZAMINDARI SfSTB!! 
• - J 

11D4er Zam1ndar1 system the lalld ·revenue vas fised 

in perpeiul ty and the ~am1ndar had all the residuarY 
• 

rights to waste. land and the like. ·these rights were 

not held by the cultivator. In the Z&ld.ndart syst.em, 

the landowner ·was .granted. relatively .favourable. , rate a 

ot land revenue~. The. laad$ controllecl by the state 
' -

w'ere subJect to' :fUll payment of revenue. The various 

rates of revenue were adJusted periodtcally t8king into 

consideration ryots or the actual cul ti vato.rs ~ At the 
I • ~ I ' ' ' ' ' I 

·end of the· BritiSh period Jlysore provience consisted, 
. ' 

broadly speaking• ot two· systems_, nam·ely_,. Ryotwari systea 

:) . aDd' lnalladari system .• 
. . . 

l,updari. Srstemt · 

ln ryotwai-1 areas. ia large holdlngJ lauds were 

cultivated by untertenants or Payakaris (temporary culti­

vators). Such cultivation was undertaken on var1oua 

terms. @atai lands were also held directly troa the 

lovernmeat on the basis of aa agreemeut to p~ assessment 

in lcln4 (usually grain). 

Xn Inadart system* an ~,ne was granted. It was 

a grant or gift by tbe ao~ernment tor personal benefit. 

Such grants were made iJD individual or individuals or 

tor religious, chart table and other purposes or tor the 
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services rendered to the state or the village COIDIDunl ty. 

lnam lands were held :free ot assessment and in soae oases 

subject to Jodi or quit rent. 

a~ • 
There~difterent types of tnams that existed in 

the state. They are class~tied into iive. catesor1ea7 asa 

( 1) Personal Inams; (2) Religious Inams; (3) Ko4~1 lDaas; 

( 4) Ser'f'ice lna.ms anc1 (5) .JUscallaneous Inams. 

the Tab.le•l gtven 'below sb•ws the pattern ot land 

holding in I~am areas. 

fABLE • 1 

llesul'l; of the Results of the settlement .Settlement of 
· of land inams of . all kinds 

Class ------------------------- gash a11tnat1ona -
No.ol 
cases 

Bx1ent Assessment 50 • ot .AIIount tn cases .. 
' acres as. contirmecl as. 

Devad.ga 

.Dh£ma4ayA 

19702 

431 

.lnams ot 50475 
Personal benefit 

Kodaaar an4 . 1719 
Bavadi dasavandam · 

181J02-'l 

ll:t0019 

J379t.l3 

leams ot 111sce- 2317 9197 
llaneous polio 
and revenue 
services 
Ina~~ artisans 

Village service 
to government 

23618 

557 119:59 

25%813 

181JIJ6' 

791696 

27733 

17404 

,.02 

• 

-
• 

109090 

"7656 

7010 

-
-

-
-

!ources George P.t.(i970) 10Ciiild §ysiem ana Laws In Jtj'sore 
Ins Artha V1jnana1 Nos. 1 & 2, p. 13S. 

7. George P.t. 6p.cit. 
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lhe fabl-e reveals that tbe lallds were held by tbe · 

Bt-ahlld.ns and Gawdas were l~rger 1n ar,as. B\lt t4~ village 

artit:Jan• ,Ae~d smell are~s ot lQ.Dd• fbe 'Villag~. servants 
• 

Besides large: areas. ot land held by the . Brahmins 

and Gaudas, .the. religious _lnft!!were also held by their 

respective community*s priests. For i.nstance, Br~n 

~4 Lingqai- &th~ :held l~d (Sr1~er1 matha bad. %452 

miles ot .· l~d) • Although the . Dharmadaya. Ini\'ms and chari­

table ~~~tittitione:,were fewer 1n number, they had. larger 

ostates including. waste laM• !be dtstrlbuti~n system 
' ' ' ' 

consisted ot. vari.ou.s types of .service. Inams weae1nequi-

tous in ter.X.s of the· :~otual· ~ervice rendered • 

. f,hus~ the' landholding. pattern shows that the 

Braluittns and Lingayat priests owned • larger areaso:t 

village land than their ryot·s. 'i'bese priests oul t1 vated 

the~: by the help o:f either hired labourers OJ:" sb.arecropers. 
. . 

The lower castes, especially the Untouchables tilled their 

lands.8 The lnams assigned to Ohatra~ were tor~upper 
I 

castes only. ·The temples of Untouchables were not endowed 

vi th agricultural or even waste land. 

S• Srini•as H.N. Op.cit. (195S) p.; • 

..#~( ehel..Ya~ MC ~ flttl.ce,J ~ -:i:k rrd~rwiM. fl"'f~eifs 
Wt.G. t-ve.n_, ...9t.,et)l.£,J_kWLetYJ:,, 



llnls't .the distribution o:t land reveals, besides 
'· 

unequal rl.gbts J.n l~d, unequal patte~n of landholding . . 

ot difierent sections (castes) ot society in rural India. 
. . . . . 

: " 

On the one .hand the upper castes owned larger proportion . > . . . .. .. . 

41!1... • ot land ot the Villageroul ... ey anvoked the authority of . 
social .sanctions and customs and caste rules to sustain 

' '. 

their sound economic posi tton. On tbe other band• the 

lower castes occupied weak mate·rial positions aDd served 

. as tenants' or· a,gricultural labour. 
'·' 

(XX) AGRARIAN SERVITUDE I 

•.' 
here was a close association- or connection between 

caste 'and occupation as far as lower castes are concerned. 

Broadly spealdb&t most of tbe workers in agricultural 

labour .. c~stes :followe~ their traditional occupation9 

and secondly~ though the subsequent measures (tor example, 

·lega.l · emanifipation of slaves in 181t3) were enforced to 

improve their lo~ still they remained as agricultural 

laboureu. ·Dharma Kumar10 says that 'ilbere these forms o:f 

9. For instance, the percentage of actual workers -
'following traditional occupations in castes froa 

, selected districts • according to Census 1911 1a 
, as :follows: Cheruman .... 93.SJ Boleya • 65 .• 7 and 
Pantyan 64.2. Ct ted from Dharma Kiunar, (1965)1 
Land and Caste in India• Agricultural ·Labour 1n 
the Madras Presidency During Nineteenth Century, 
Cambridge, p. 6i. 

to. Ibid. p. 62. 
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· serv1 tude flou.ri shed~ the bulk of labourers were uDtree 

and hired. AcoorcUng to. b.er, this was almost true ot 

llalbar and South Canara. She refers to the Collector 
. . . 

of South Canara who reported in 1801 tba t nearly all the 
' 

cul ttvation was carried 011 by Holeyae or .Slaves of other 

sorts and that the oondition ot working class in Ganara 

was servile* She reports that in South Callara, ,at least 

10 to 12 per cent of the total population consisted of 
t· • • 

. ,agricultural slaves. 

However, the Indian 1nst1 tution. of servitude or 

serfdom differed from Eu:rop.ea~ concept1on.11 I~ other 

words, these institutions in India had the support ot 
I 

"Varnasbra~ta J)harmaet12 wherein each oocup~ in that 

:system was tied. wtth tradi tlonal relations such as ritual 

relations and ascribed status relat1onSh1p8. the serfdoa 

was deeply rooted ln the Indian society and its sanctit»ns, 

local customa and even official blessings. i:J 

11. In other countries, groups of people who were 
designated as "slaves" or "serfs" were .mostly 
deprived o:r their rigbts by their masters. By 
contrast in India., some limited rights were given 
to the agricultural serts. 

ta. Gail OIIVedt ( t976h Cul tura.! Revolt in a Colonial 
Soeietf * the Non-Brahllin Movement in Western India 
1873-1~30, Scientific Sooiali st Education Trust, 
Bombat. P• 27 • 

13. For example,*!he Holeyas should be stopped froa 
enlisting in the army as they were in habit ot 
quarrel with their masters• .. a order by Collector 
ot Canara. Dharma .Kumar, Op.cit. p. 67. 
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fb.us, the use o:f Boleyas has continu.ed . to help 

stabilise the system• Because the most important factor . 
was the belief in super natural purd.sbment tor acta of 

det"iance,'' "'fh1s tear made them to remain taltbtul 'o 

the rules·lbicb functioned as agents of social control. 

the caste' Hin¢lus ~ere 'empowered by tbe. ·Hindu Law to . 
. ' ' 

exeeute thell" rtgbts~ Tb.eref~re, Dharma Kumar· observes a 

"Purely ecouoaic Justification (~Ddebted,Jless) Call aaot 

alonle acco1Blt ·for tlte surv:i:val of .the system o~ ~ervi tude . ' ' " ' ' ' . 

and this inescap~ble bondag~ was reinforced by the tenan-
. '. ' ' cious trad1t1~ns ot.sertdoa• •. Sbe states furthera 

· '*Whatever ·the origin of >the , syatea,. 1 ts durab111 t_y 1111st 

be explained in social rather tban ecotaomic tenas. ill · 

terms of caste·system rather tban market needs. ADd 

-these institutions were deeply rooted in the South Indian 

Society• •15 

1/f, Harper B.D. (t968h •Social Consequences o:t Unsucoe­
sstul Low Caste Movement•• Ina Social Mobility in 
the Caste System in Incli a. S1lver'6erg, James {ea.) 
Moutoa t'be Begue, Paris. pp, 36-6$. 

15. Dharma Kumar, Op.cit. PP• 75•76. In this context, 
NilakaDta Sastri 's conclus_lon is that althoqb there 
is no clear evidence ot the predial slavery (in 
the Chola period), it is possible that •ost ot the 
labourers ot the •last class• did not ditter much 
tro• slaves in their statUSJ Sastrt, K.A. Nllakanta 
( 1955). The Cbolos, Madras. p.87. 
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there are, maillly three terms usually used tor 

the olassitication of agricul taral labourers • These are 
\ 

called in Kanaada •But tala"• •Jtannalu• and Sala4ala" .• 

lhese terms are used tor understanding the tons of • 

Indian egrariaD servitude. These terms are locally used. 

On the whole agricultural labourers were not tree. Aaong 

thea the untouchables, were very tar trom beingtree. 

The servants blought ~ sold had to ~bide by their caste 
' 

rules. Their master-slave or master-serf relat.ions were 

ln harmoDY sin(!e the religious system of bellet helped 

to do so •... On both the 1 parties the religious values contri-.. 

butect. to the llarmollt of their ·relations. . ' 

slaves were divided into three categories. 

.'file sert s or 
16 

Th~y area 

(1) the hereditary serfs or the ser:fs perman'antly 

attached to the land, i.e., Buttalu.J 

' 
Conti tiona1 slave .. Ma.Dnalu and 

{111) Debt slave .;.;. Saladfll.th 

' 
(1) .Beredit@r:v Serj£ • ButtQAU! 

Buttalu was a'' seri'ant ~f the lancUord. Be was a 

penaanant servant ot tbe master right trom tbe time ot 

bis birth• In the hereditary serfdom; the servant bad 

* The &:annada terms: Bu~tua B4rtb1 Mannu • Land or 
soil; Alu = servant and Sala Q loan. 

16. Dharma Kumar. Op.cit. .PP• 34-48!t 
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to work for ,c~neratlons of masters. there was no 

escape from that bondage. 

. ( 1 .4 

'lhe master was obliged to look•atter btiJ servants • 
• 

Their se"ice was conditional one - that tbe master gave 

them sustomary allowance of rice, clotll aDd so on for 

their 11 vi!tlihood. · The servants haiL; their rigb ~ to 

~ecover th8ir balance. 

Bowev,r, ~e servants were subject to sale.17 !he 

servants were al~~ sold and purobaaed. Servants were 

traus~ered within the range ot 20 or ·:SO miles of their 
I 

birth place. 

The cost of the slave Yaried from one place to 

another. 18 Bere the caste ot the sla•e was considered 

and on the basts of it tbe prices Varied. The beat male 
• • 

sl.aves were sold 'at·£ 6 Ss $D4 hired out at ,. 94 per 

· annuam~ For Cberwnan Ct _ 6e and the annual rent (bitriag 

charges) ,vas as 64. the price of male child vas ts.'J/ 8 

annas. 

.18. 

In terms of barter system,oae pair o~ slaves wae 

. . lYI. . 

Thurston re})orts thatt.._most ot tbe hilly taluka 
(South Canara) each Wargadar or protrietor ot landed 
estate owned a set ot servants called Butt8lu and 
Hanntlu. These were ot Boleya class but in some 
other places they were men o:t the Basa1at tribe. 
fburston, E. (1909): .. Castes agd Tribes of South India 
Vol. 11, Madras. -,.,;5. 

\ 

Dharma Kumar, Op.cit. PP• :SS-1!3; Dr. Srin1vas has 
referred to slavery in Coorg. Be has mentioned more 
or less the same prtces of slave •. e • about ls.t_l, 
5r1ntvas, M,N. Op.ci t. ( 1952) • p;22. 
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•aiel to. be equivalent to four pairs of buffaloes. In 

the market of slaves (labourers) the rate ot the male 

slave varied between Ds.12/• to as.a6/;.. the wi.fe coilld 
• 

. . not generally be sold separately from her husband • 

. (11) §ervant · Attached to Land· ... MannfJ.us 
~ ' •. 

,The ffa~aiu.1fas.als~·the slave ·of the l~dlord. 

These servatats were tied to land. He.nce whenever the 
. ' 

·land was sold or purchased, automatically the slavea 

weat along vitb it. Thus. along w1 th·land tbe slaves 
' ; ' ' ' . . . 

were· sol-d and prucbased •.. The purchase price of. estates 
. ·• · .. ' . ... ~-
included the .value of ~laves Which varied(one place to 

another. These servaDts were born into serv1 tude aDd 

they di~d in it. Even if they tried to escape from 

these chains, they had to face risks. 

The Debt slaves or tbe .§alad§l! were the indivi-
< 

duals who entered into a contract ot working tor tlle1r 

master to pay otf a debt. Their agreement of contract 

consisted of payment in kind and cash. The debt slave~ 

had to wrk ott a debt for a stec&tio period. Until~ 

the debt is paid, they had to work tn their Master• sa 
. -

land. The.debt slave system thus differed fro• tbat of 
iVv c.A-.&<2. 

Hannala and -Huttalu, in·the · sen1e tbat"former~was tree 
c:U.bt. slDWe.o 

if he pays off debt. Thus• ~e;( wer~ DOt !:led 011 the 
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bo.ets of hereditary obll&o.tioDJ, 

there are· some eV14onc~u& wb:lcb 1D4lca'to that gene ... 

rally tbe Bole)"as were 4ebt slaves and the refere110ea to , 
~ 

them ere found. ta the rotk*ltOD&• aleoli~ tor exBI:lple, the 

Coo~st weddlq· song setst "With this weoltb b~ brouabt ·a 

baud of Boleyas to till bt• ·land •• t9 the owm.·as ot slaves 

cumaDced th~ s tat·us of master. l'hu.s, he was proud in ovntna 
I • ' . 

\ . 

Here the relation· seemed· tO be coor41al 1t that 

aervant remained taltlltu.l• Be was ~reatoct as~maneP115a (o.wn 

. soa),.. ·Be bad·.to:·be 'tea daily. Tbe debtorsb1p was also kDOWD 

as deeta system wbtcb was ·prevelen·t lrl Dbat'W~ .district. Aa 

tb~ contract was estcbl1shed on an qreo•nt the Jeeta. servant 

con'ld pay ott tbe debt and: agaiil he could renew tt.. Dowever, 

t.be 8ebt slave system or contract.ual ae:rvantsbip 1s aa14 to 

be the remnant of s.er:f4o••· Usuall)' tile poor persons entered 

Sato such sys t.emi, 

The agreements were somettaes written and at tlmee 

orally done. ·his contractual pledge also involved certain 
· . of 

religious rites snell as the drlnldDJhmilk by tbe debt slave 

otte~ed by his •as'tGr ln 1'ront ot temple!O This ld.lk·drlnld.lJI 

i.9.. lbld. 

SOt Aarper, B.D. Op.cl t. ( S968) • 



oereaony ensured the bond, However, this 
. A.rl.<i they 

looked down uponJ,~ iJhe Untouchables(often 

through sucb ceremony.at " 

system .ts 

retu•ed to go 

• . 
Thus, these master-slave or contractual relatioDw 

ships were highly institutionalized and vertical. So 

·these relationships, might ~e viewed as relationship 
.. ' ·, •: ' '·.· ,' : : 

between patrons and clients. These rel,a.tions were un­

equal since they consisted ot.vertica1.11itks betweell 
ditterent castes. 

21• Ibid. 
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(I) CHANGING .t.AND SYSTEM AND mE UNTOUCHABLES. 

DURING POST-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD WITH REFERENCE 

TO KARNATAKA: 

• As India became independent, the development in 

the field of agriculture received more .importance. 

There were· two major developments, namely, abolition 

of feudal intermediaries and the enactment o:t laws 

regulating landlord-tenant relationships. A Commi ttee1 

was appointed to s~ggest measures for sui table legi ala-

tion in· the state :tor tbe abolition of Zam1ndars, Jabgir-
WA>& 

dars, Kayamgut ta grants and Sarvamanyams. And 1 t l also 

required to suggest simplified tenures by abolishing Jodi 

and Inams etc. The Committee pointed out that the inam 

Villages\'JIU'e among the most backward areas ln the state 

though 1 t has fertile and greater national resources. 

Hence, t t recommended that the elimination o:t the inter­

mediaries ~.{as, therefore, necessary in the interest o:t an 

improve~ agricultural economy.2 

The Committee examined the tenancy laws and 

recommended suitable legislation in tbe Mysore3 state. 

1. The Chairman of the Committee was B.B. Gundappa 
Gauda and its report is The Report of the Committee 
tor Revision of Land Revenue System in My sore, 
Bangalore, 1950. 
Ibid, Part-2, p.26. 

Mysore Act. No .• I of 1955s The Mrsore (Personal pd 
Miscellaneous) lnam Abolition Act: 1954. 
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It also laid clod tbe pdaolples for tbe PEI'•at ol 

ldr co•ponsatloll ta respect of eacb class, ta Yi•w of 

tbe 1atereat ot lllJ.J'OYemerat ia agrioul tual ecoaoary • 
• 

Beat4•• ,the "fll"ioaa !pams weN aboltlihed on coapen­

•at.....,. basts and a. la.Um waa treatoct as regt etered 

oocapont ·ot' t'be lands, ... 'Jht Coaunittees• J"eaoDJendationa 
I ' : 

were acted upon b,y· paeain& Mfsore (Personal aDd Mlscella-

neo•s) lnams ·Abolition· Aot, ·19Sla• The Act wao dlrocte4 

towarcte aboli ttoll ot •Jol" lnams anct the village servtc• 

· !J!Q!II hel4 by the. Slanbhoga, aD4 )Jirasdar,s. i'he Act 

repenle~ the ·A~t, ot. 19Sol.. and lt·.~a~ tbe ~o~ ~te~ tn 

briqlrag al:ltnate4 YlJ.lages .. u4er tbo goverDlllGnt oontro 1. 
I . . , 

St also ga•• the provision tor personal cul tlYatton vblcll 

t.Jcla oM ot tbe loopholes of ••t Act. Ia 19551 a turtber 

etUJ.et•en t vae ~~a4e to cover the l!!81M by .rellgt.ons anct 

charitable tcst1tut1ons.s However, 1t ·.xeapte4 the ·&na•a 
hell by PuJa..-11 .Arcllak etc. Wllo rendered thetr servto•• 

In tbo•e inetltitlonth 

George ·has observed that the rights aDd. pd. nle­

ces ttntorc:Jed Oll tbe tenants Went io 11eet the Deedll Of 

s. 
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Justice. But, the rights of the tenant to purohaae, 

tor instance, were hollow so long as the tenants could 

not take any 1nit~at1ve to et:tect a transfer of the 
. . .6 
land to 111m-• • 

After the reorganization of Hysore state in 1956, 

the 'areas 'which were· included ... the Mysore State from 
• ' ' ' ' I ' ' ' ' ' - ' ' ~ ' ' 1 " ~ • • • ~ ' 

Bombay, Hyderabad, Madras and· the_ Coorg - .. h.ad their 

. . respective te~ancy laws (except Co'org at the time ot 
(, 'I • '' ') ', ' ' (' ' •. ' . 

reorganization)~ ···Because· 'o:t the reorgani~a:tion of the 
.. . i ' • . ) ' . . i -~· 

My sore· state., · di:ftert:nt ·tenancy ·laws ·in different· areas 

;, : l'ed to 'Complex dl.Verg;encles •. Theretot-e, a Committee 

headed' by Jatti, ·was formed to provide a·comprehensive 

tenancy laws. 7 'The Cqmm1ttee sugges~ed many measures. . . . . . 

. T,hus • .though the interim measures brought unitormt ty 
' : ' ... '. ' . . 

..... '"'.~t_y ' --~ still differ~in major. aspects. 

Though some· measures were. ot temporaey nature, 

· dd ~: their· ettective implementation haiL also been 

. prolonged.· For example, Mysore Land Re:torm. Act, 1961 

was delayed upto 1965 for its implementation.8 

6. George, P.T. Op.oit. 
7. · The Government has appointed a Committee - The 

Mysore Tenancy .Agricultural Land Laws Committee -
headed by B.D. Jatti, in 1957. · 

8. Srikanthayya, B.s. (1966)i 8 ReY6ew of Implementation 
of Land Re:forms in Mysore", In: Seminar on Land 
Reforms, Proceedings and Papers, Seminar Series, 
No. 1, \Socio-Economic Research Division (Planning 
Commission) New Delhi, PP• 177-179. 
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However, the Land Reform Aot ot i96i aDa4e s•neral 

provteiona regar41rag tenanct•s- li de11Ded tenants• 

payme•• compensation to lowU~rcte, etc., tb& sroD4s 
• o:t eviction U4 otber rtgbt.s ol tenants, It aleo matt• . . 

an t•portut pro"f'lsion, ~n re•poot of tenant (section 'AJ) 

that the rtgllts aD4 privileges of au.y tenant und.er any 

circumsta.nces should hOt be llzal ted or ahroga.tect. lhia 

gave areater eecul ty aDd advptq•~ to tt'Jlante. 

the abo-ve Act ( SGotion, '') -.. prol'id.tcl f.or •• 

oontennellt ot onersblp ou tenauts. Ble *ena.nt1 wbo 

wen ttlllug sovermnent laDils oame eo be recognised u 

oooupabtlh f.b.e Act also estab11ebe4 pl"incl.pl•s aad tile . . of . , 
llOde ·Of tt.aauoa 884 paymeut L.cotnpeosation. It also put 

oertaln r:estrtottou on alienation of 1ancls •uoh a• 

latld translors to D.Otl-fi.Plcu1tur1ats. 

A;"alllt the Mysore LaD.tl .Reform Act, 1961. vhloh 

' became law ln 196£1, '4ti flOt entoroe ttll Ootober1 '965. 

IIOreo'Ver, · beoause Of Section l41 the landlords>. bad 

filed tbetr statements tor resuaptlon ot lands upto 

2-10.1966. Thus, tbe tt•ly aotlon oti the pQrt o'l 

go?erD.mOnt waa lacking and tbe proce•s of land refora 

to aoblove phyalcal tu-aete vatJ.. aJ.ow. 

llow..,.er, tn Ylew ot the planned agJ"1cul tural 

4evelopmerd;, tllere emerged tw major empllaaos du.rina 
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pon.tDdependenoe period~ !'hey w_.e to pl"omote ~con.omlo 

growth .aQd improve ag•arion rolatloas.. fbu.s, tu gover,.. 
' ' 

• 
tural ,proteet1on GD4 to reduof) .,conold.c 1oequal1tlea. 

Therefore, to attain 'lila tol"ll28r ob3eot tbe leglslattve 
. ' . 

· •aauree ()Otaslat•4 ot .abol1 t1o11 of ilitel'nt841ar1cu;. oont•· 
, ' .. 

rment of owner.sht.p Oll tbe tiller ot 'tho soil ~ th• 
I ' :; 

tmposttl~n f.l"f eetllng C)ft tb:e lan4boldlnga. Por. tile aeconct 
' 

ob3eot1 the gover~t undet-took e.dm1Dtetrat1'f'e aea•ures 
- . 

·? . .. t 

-sucb. as lflaintenance _of up..to•date .reoorde of .rt.ghtt .U.strl• 
I 

blitlon ot go'f'~Drnent waste ant! torest land to tbe landleea 
' . c 

perosons. ete. All measues bnvo e~ttootect traM. tt.onal 

ecotl.OfllY .. the lU:lGOCi.atioo bet-ween caste ~lerarohy and 

agrar1au' hlorueht * . In ~td-aataka all Villagea 00118 under 
• ~ •I 

&qatwor:l, wh•zoe tho land is .Un4e-4 tnto eeve~>al S.ndirt• 

4aal .survey amabers. Tboee JlUIIbera may elso bave sub-!-

4iv1aioas~ l:n t.be a.a.ttt«<"i eyetp tho land revenue ts 

t1xed oa tnd1vidual survey 11um1»ers. 

Ill the 1'4f.l'Jlt tenure system tbe 1~ is held o-. a 

reduoed assessment which :l.s DOt llable to revts1on.. llow• 
. . . 

g. 
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Patt.-1 and vtll~e servants) ba-ve been abo.l.1sbe4. 

tbe lelid is unequally ovaed by the people" 

• 
ht.Ab concentration of laatd wttbin a st..nslo oaete (lor / 

esample, the Okkallgas Who are oultiYatlng ownera) in 

three villages ln My sore • f.O :~ ~:- ~.:"' Tile mtoro•le'Vel etudlea 
.• 

-conduete(J. by »harm Marian, P.c_. Joshi, s.J.t •. Sa.tJ.Y.al aad 

others also reveal tha.t there is no e-t"idenoe ot .. reduoec1 

concentration ot 18114 I.D rural lDdia.a.t for lnetanoe1 

there is an increase in the coDCeotratlon ratio peJ""tainlD& 

to tbe distrtbut1on of ownersbtp hol41ng troll o.G? lp 

195:5-5' to o.6s ta &96t-6a. · 

Nonetheless,ln the case o1f 11ntouobables who were 

almost landless agricultural labonren1 some of the• 

have; become tenants and petty agrlcalturtsts. Aocor4iag 

to Dahlt tht s is a change from a system ot n.euamul at f. ve 

inequalities" to om ot "dtspereea inequ~1tloa•.19 Xa 

other lfOI"ds, it c:J-$ a ohanae .from a relatively •closed 

system" to a relatively •open system" ot etz:at1f1catlor.t. ll 

to. 
tt. 

-ta. 

Beteille, A. op.cit. (1966). · · 
Dhara Nari.GD aDd Joal11; P.C.(1969)t "Haald.tu4e o1 
Agricultural Tenancy", IDI Bcongmic ~ Pol' tlSM 
Weekly, Sept •. 27t Vol.IV1 NO.jg, pp·;~9•t4~. ' · 
SaDTal, S.K.(197B)s "Rae There Been Decline 1.11 Alri• 
cul .. tural Tenane1t" Ins Booellic t;! Political .weeklx 
May, 6, Vol.VJI, llo-.sg, PP• 9i:S:$J . •. . 
Dahl, A •. Robert, (196t)t Wlo Govarns7t DeJDOo.raoy 
end power ln an American ty, Rew llaven. · 
Betetlle1 A. op.c1t. (1966). 



(ll) !J!I !!To,UCilA!L£§ AtiD TJ!S!I\ 9JM!GING 

!99DPATIORAL PAJ!i!Nt 

Accorc.U.ng to Cen8us1' 197lt the popalatt.oa of • 

Scheduled Caetee lll. &apatalla elate ts S8JOO''. out 

ot thta, 'aoa?stS .Q'8 ta . .-ural areat:t d4 6\7878 in ubm 
. .- ' ' - ' ' 

are·a•a. ' tbelr pzooportt.on to taie total population ot the 
: { - . . f . ' 

state «>t Karnataka 1 s 'lJ .tt.a per oent., The same C•neaa 

has listed tOO Sehe4ule4 Castes. there are mne a3or .. 
oaetes with luger ~tre~&tb ..,~at, Sche4uled c.ast•• .. . 

population. ·•er are .. Ml ·JCarnatakat .Adl DravlcJa, Jllto•1• 
.• 

Bhambl group, ltoleye. or Boler• Macttga, Ban.jiU"a, Chala-
( •, ' ) 

vadi or Chamlaya and Korama •. · fbey share more than 80 
~e.. • . . 

per cent .popdat&&a otL_Sohe4uled caste popula.t1on. 'lhe 

Scbeduletl Caete Ctuamatmttie a ue· aot ,41etrtbute4 Ulllfon­

allf among the 41 atr1 ct.a ot the state. 

We shall .xamlae the occupational pattern of tbe 

VawucbabJ.es ln the state vlth tho be1p of 4ata gtYen 

l.n the Census 1.96t.. Again, tbetr ooqprtaoa wltb that 

of genoral populatto:n 1d.11 tbrow ~re li!Jlt on the econo­

ld.c poet tlou ot Untoucbablea in the state. 
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, liRCBN'l'.AGB OF f!1liil'& WORU!:S IN. D1FFJR1Uf11NDUSDIA1e, 
~ ~ 

It 

s.wo. 

I 

I! 

XII 

VJI, 

vxxt· 

IX 

~ PATJGO@E! !OB~ ~ §PI§DULBD CA§!B§ ,Nf! 

Cttl t1Yator. 

.Agrtoultural Labourer 

Ia. ldntq, qunrryi»g 8114 
other eemces · 

111 ·aousehold ladttst17 

Ia JlaDUaoturlJll other 
than 11Dusebo1d in4ustq 

In con~tructton . 

Ia tra«e Mtl co•erce 

In traa8port •. •tOraa• 
ao4 communication 

In other aon-icea 

· 49al6 

,1.116 

,.$9 
814.11 

• 

68.78 

tEhJI 

t.es 
o.t7 

7.88 7·11 

o.t• 
?.lja,..., 

?.tl a.rao 
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\ 

the abo'Ye table-•1 reveals that the population 

o·t SCheduled castes tln4 the general populatloa ls aot 

at:roraally 4lstrtbu.tea. ·And tbe seural comparison 
• 

. betweert tho Scheduled cutes an<l tbe general popnlatt.oa 

shows the disparity f. a thf>ir pattem of tU. etri butf)d: 

ocoupatio11s. the follow.lngtJ' are the important t:lrdtq;e• 

( 1) It la interesting to aote that tb.e ·proportion 
. ' 

ot rural worker.s engaged· in primary seotor tor Scboduled 

oastee populatt.·on atd general populatl.on ia eath 
\ . . . .. . 

81! JIGr cent ot _workers ere engaged in tlte .PrimarY sector 

..-a the remalldug are eJJgage4 in :noa-priJJttlry· eeot;;iors 

1n cast -·~of both scheduled ca.stes aD4 general populatiOll. 

Bu.t turtber examination reveals tb.-~t .the sl&d.la• 

- l"i ty between the sohecluled caste a and the general popula­

tion hides the red disparity ill the 41strlbutt.on of 

workers in terms o:t specitio occupatiottrh 

(a) An important: point to, be observoa ln the 

primary sector ls that tbe percentage of sche&lled ca•t• 

workers as agricultural labourers is qot.'&• blgb. la 

other vortle, ,1.46 per cent of aanoultural labourers 

are amoag the scheduled castes against ss.sa per c•ut 

lor general population. 



('It) the aohe4uled oaetee• sbare in the category 

of oulti.Vat~.-e t.a quite low as oomparecl to general 

populatloQ. the geaeral populations' share is 62178 
per cetlt a& cultivators aaatnet. %9.&6 per cent ot 

tche4ule4 castee. 

(2) .As tar as non-primary &ector 1s concerped, the 

table •hows that 1110re or lees tbe soma proportion of 
.. • 1 

workers _. eragage4 in '~\hose categories,. But agata 

tb*lr proportion in llldustdol oocupati.oaal oatego.rlee 

is •• 1Ulitoa when Closely eDPd.nea. 

(a) the proportion of the Scheduled. oaete 

vorrters f.n the oonstnctton and other se~oea t..s .blgb 

in compal"isqa to the general population. 

(b) While theia- (.SC) proportion 111 mallUtactu-. . 

ring lrutustry, trade (ll.ld commerce is low aa against 

general popalattoD. 

(c) the proportloa ot vor:.ters for both SChedUled 

castes and general population la more or less sea• in 

the categories of housebo14 lad:uatry, transport servs.­

cea, oo•UllbtloD cad di.Dlag., 

Broadly speaking, tbe coatparatlve plctur.e of 

oconpat1onal 'attern ot both the SCheduled castes &lid 

the general popl1lat1oll8 Showa tbat& 



(X) tfldle ooapariua the occ11.PatloQ• 'tlllllo)J illYol'Ye 

unakllle4 aD4. manual labour, tbo proportion. oi scheduled 

caste vo.-k•rs is stgtd.:ticantly b.1gher tban tbe geuera.l 

popalatloth lbua1 tbe main occupatt.o.ns in 'Whlcb the 

SolleduleG castes ...,,.leers are engaged are agricultural 

labour-, C~flStX"Uction an4 C·ther services •. 

(11) Wh,~.., tile occupations iDVol<VtiiiJ tbe question ot 

ownership ald. where tbo skill is re.qotred, the prOportion 

of scheduled cast~ workers is 101f. For lnstftllce, in 
~ 

llaJ'UlfacturJ.ng :ladUstq • trade ab4 commerce• tbe propor• 

tt.oa ot sohe4ule4 castes la 'Very low. It shows that 

the7 ~& eqeged lu such acttvl tte·s where unskilled 

labour I.e requtred wblch tollew low rato of wagee. 

(IIJ) ftnally, it ls ob~ene4 that tn mtntng e.nc1 

bottseho1d 1Jt.Ciastry the proportion of. b~th scheduled 

oaetea nad tbe general popalatioD is aame. 

( 111) J.ANIIIQLJINfi PA\lTERNS . A!!QNG, ftiB, UNTOUCRABLJSI 

lu 'the precee41ag soct:lonJ ve bave not1ce4 'that 

tb• proportion ot scheduled caste workers as cult1Yators 

i• quite low, wh•n compared lf1 th the caste Binctus. The 

aata on fatd1y landholding pat tern saong tile scheduled 

caates and tb.e genoral popal cation show tbel.a- ebare ln 

lane! aD4 Ule comp·ariaon ot them also throw ll&llt Oil the 



IMI.rBtl .. LAlmtiOLDING _PAtTERNS A!pH fBB. UNTOUCBABLRS• 
~ - ~ 

• 

G.P .• 

.. 
Small· 
o to 5 .acres ot laa4 

29.05 
' 

,,.Ge 

Large . . .. 
15 aoree aDtt above t9.78 

. - . ' . 

*Sourcet fhe original tables are acJapted tor ·pvposes 
ot our work troat CJDfi!u.s ot ln«l~ 1961, !xsora, 

. Vol. V•A, Spe,d. al '18bles on SCbe uled Cf\&tea 
• aDd Scla&dttled ·tribes ( Sat~Ple SCheduled Caetes 

Boueehol4s engaged 1n·cultlvat1on based on 8~ 
&81lple of ell households ill l'llrel areae, n,sore 
State) • Delb11 PP• J04•,061 ft»§llS !I I~@ I 
J.96.t, Hrsfrxh Vol. D, Part-II , Housellol 
BCo'iioatc * able a (Sample households - general 
poau.lation ... e~r~age4 Sa cul t1 vat.ton baaed on 
I<* eaaple ot all household• in nr.al .areae, 
Mysore State)• Delh1, pp,, e-36. s.o.a SChedQ: 
1e4 Castes) ·<r.P .a General Population. 

·the above fable-a givea the d1 str1but1ou ot 

cultlvat:l.ng households 8li0Dg. the nine size oategoriee, 

wbleb bav• been coJWeDientl)' sroupecl into bl'Oad tbree 

groupe. fhe. above table reveals the follo1dq potat•a 



( s) that the ,proportion of sohedule4 caste oul .. :va-

tlag houa•bo14e in the e.all alee boldtms (o to S acre• 

of l81ld) is aa •och &8 o8 per cera, While the propori~OD 
. . . 

(I) As a&ainst thi. tbe proportt.on of the Scbedule4 

oe.ste eul tlYa:tors la tbe lftl'ae slse holding (iS .ftl14 abo•• 
' 

acres ol 1aa4) Is 1•90 per cent oDlF• wb.ile the propor• 

-.tion ot general popla~ton Ia 19·7~ p•r cent. I~ other 

words1 tbe sbare of large Si ae holdlq eutoD& the geaeral 

population is almost . double that·. ot $0hedu.le4 oaatea. 

(') So far as the. media siz·e ltoldtD.& is coaoorae4~ 

the proportion of culti'W'ator& be.longtqg to general popa-. . . ' . . 

latlonis·,~ 100re than tha.• or the Sebectuled oaate culUva­

tora. 
"I ' , 

(') the· table also reveals that .ot ollly tbe propor• 

ttoa of scmoduled caste cultivators ts eme.111 but within 

tbts, their share as a small cttlt1Yator ts quite bt&b• 

And a small p~portiora (7.90 per cent) of oulttvatora 

is of big landhol4era. 

the mtciO•level villose •tacUes 15 by Srlatvu; 

Bpste1o, 8114 others also show tbat: most ot the v1.1la.&• 
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laD.tt ts ovne4 by the Ltaaarate or OkiColtgae, while 

other castes have ma1aal landlloJ.a:lnga. Moreover• the 

tt.neet laa.CI as well as tho l&Dd near tbe eettlement is 
• 

owned lJ7 the upper castes. 

Por lnstonce, Gurwn~tby's at;Ud.y roveala that tbe 

Vntoucmable ""' Jlad:lgns own Sf!.(l acres of lar.uJ.16 ADd / 
I { > ~ • , ~ ( 

tbat too t.• shared. by JJ tad.litUh: · X• other \fords, per 

Hadil,a family, the holdt.ag 1a of om aore1 wherias tbe 

Chelu.wa.Ma 4o aot ovll 1an4 at .all. The land owlle4 by 

lower,castos ls less ter.tl1e.t7 

I 6 PAROZI, 
!be eecolld tactor, besides tb• land C)WJd.q pattern 

ia teaaney. It consists ot 411terent types of teaants, 

such as owner teaaats aa4 J.aadless tenant&. file ,owner 

lhe te~~aots t111 tbe lalld on the basi e o:r shan• 

cropping anti leaetag. These oro the two tna3o:r types 

praottoed in v11lage&h Aaoin the abare cropping is sub­

CU.~4e4 into equal (§ad Palu or SMlJ. ls§a) and unequal 

~ -

tG. lb14. PP• 75-lOS (Please see APpendix Ho .~. ) • 
17 • lb14. P. \~6. 
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(Jl!IIC!!'!ft !a!Sl &bares. Blese are tracUtlonal types ot. 

tenancy. fb..e e•ual &bare (!a!!A 11!1 o~ Jierl PaJ.g) 1s 

preferred by the poor te~Wtts. lp tbt.s systa, both. the 

landlord al14 the tenant ~are the y6el4 equally. So•e­

tt•s• tbe •andlord pqs tbe wbo,le revenue t•• JforeoYer, 

whatever is speat a1d produced 1e 8bUt4 equall7 bF the 

, tenant .alld. tile ltU'UilorO., Bat. the teanre 1& •• pe.-1tane11t, 

antt whenever,Ute laadlord wauts, •• Call ask the teDaDt 

' 
the teDant bas 110 speot.al d.gJ:lts to hol4 the 1d4. 

lhe landlords who possess pleaty ot laild and 

eagagect la tbe professtou or business usually gl.ve tbe 

lend to tenants. Vi\atever expenditure inourre4 by the 

tenants ls takeo into account at the tl m.e ot Bhulng 

the produce. Generally tile teatu1ts are not chaaged otten • 

. However• there ts DO blDdf.D& to keep one tenant pel'llallea­

tly or at ve Jd.• aDY tenancy paper•. 

·fbe second type of teaancy l s that ot leasing. 

!t ts more ,ot a contractual type.. In this sys.tea a 

better oft tenant will hire a ptooe ot laud_. !be teaun 

depends 011 the agreement o:t both parties wt th ftXed 

a110tml of 1101lty or grains. fbe t.,nant (lotsee) tacur• 

all the exJ)enditure. Thus, exoopt tbe lease amoUI1t, tbe 
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re•t ot tile produce goes to the leuaa. In tbts qste~~, 
' . . 

the tenure is fixed1 this security encourages e tenant 

to itWest ·more aa4 to pm4uooi•r•• 
• 

-
praotl sed by the UntiJucbables. fbe•e tenancies ub1ch 

web) of tradlttonal type ll.a4 no tenaitoy docwneats. Bow-
~ t . J .. 

e!el't tb~ tel'ms an4 eoaU.ttons ot tbe te~cy system baY• 

obaD&ed. All4 accor41n& to tile Mysore feaal1oy Aot, 19571 

a tenant gets a preemptive· .riaht to ~ land which he ., 

bas tilled tor ~re tbaa twelve yeare. But usually 'he 

writtea document o:t ·actual tenancy colltract with tilled 

sout is aot Macte-t lt ie because tile lalldlorda tear 
•' 

dlselostag tbe a:ctualramount ot laild owned and telld to 

. 9aoape from 1antl legi elations saob as celltog on 1eD4• 

bo141q $b4 tenancy .laws. Moreover, teDallts who demalld 

wrt t ten teDancy document could not secu!'G tb&· -land on 

lease. Generally, tbe landlortls ~eaee4 out lands to 

ol.le' s ntedy ld.n or persons who obeyed them. 

these. tenanoy system a are .also practised by so• 

tlntoucbablos. DDt lt depends on Ulelr canttal rel.ntioJWJ. 
' 

Because o:f Te.11accy A.ct• laoellorde give their lnuda to 

tboee wbo may aot 1adulge iA legal actions. However, 

tbe tenancy t.rouble• (rofuaa1 to vacate the land) llav• 



81 

•act• tbe landlords to 1ea•e out tbetr ~s to aea.­

ktn per.One •. today, .u ta the paet,also the leaslDS 

ayatem is practised as a •eans of .p~yiqJ ott tbe ctebt . . . . . 
by tbe poorer peoples • !be poor borrower leasee obt hl• 

laDd to pay back debt. Some times be sellc oat Ills land. 

It the le$se eaoQAt is asot patct, the leasoe has to loose 
. " 

b.ts land right ln. lawt. Ttu~re an oases where the 

evlctt.on.s have taken place. HaJv UatouchBblea bave .lost 

tbelr 1~ :fi?i', idl~i~}to pay off 4ebt , 18 
~ !. ___. 

the last oateaotv •:t the. acz-an.- systea ts ., 

agrtcultnr.al laboar:e.-s. In tbe qrt.rlan b1erarchy1 . 
-the. 

agrtcultaral labo~rs starid at 1,_ bottom. this dittenme 

.art sos •ecause ot dt .ffe·reDt emoUDts ot lalld owned. 

In oase ot Vntoucb.al)les, 110st ot them are 10114:.. · 

less qncultaral laboure~s. Certaloly tbe 1aa4lor4e 

811P19F a&rloultural labour. BveD tbe peasants also 

reqttlre eg.r1cul tural labourers 4ur1 ng tb.e sowing or harreat 

seasons. fhua. the tlntouchablea prov1d• tbe laboqr to 
to 

ludlords u well ae2._the peasants ao1 teDaDta. 

18. Deport Of tbe Comm1saioDOr, Op.clt. (1975) 1 p ... ,. 
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(IV) CULJtVAIOBS,A§R· AG;RlCULf!.l!AL.AA!QUBBf Nil& 
!IB ~;ftl.VC,B4BL§ !OBKB§S.,MJ! j.GRICUL!WW1 

BXJHAPMB ,MIASIJ!ESI. 
• 

I . 

A.a there are soae changes iii tile proportloa ot 

(lal t.1 vators uct agrtcnltural labourers ln qriculture19 
. . .. ' O.t. <4'1Lc.M.l~ Lo..foo~VWY"l 

tbe p.roportioll ot Scheduled castes~a .._ is iDOreaalq~ 

·We sball deal with their share lD agrlo~tltua· ae oultl• 

Y'ators, agricultural labOurers aD4 tllolrCollCentrctl.oll ef. 
' . . 

"'**le• in d11'.fereat districts. 

,PBBOElfii.AGB PIS101BUTJ~ON QP SC!!ftDULED. CjS'l'ES ACf.!lRDIHG 

}1'0 INDUSTRIAL CATE001UBS OF liO.RKBRS A!R ~l!lN-tiOR!!IS 

s.c./ 
$tate 

•. 1B ntm& IJ!BNJ.* · · 

t • . ~~ . Cates:ra• J! Worktg , ·. , : ;:r:::,. CuJ.tl- tur:r • oa~!::~e•. lloa-
a population Tator8tabourere ol vorkera Worker• 
1 I ll Ill to IS X 

Scheduled 100 ... ';, Castea ....... .. 58.66 
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fro• the above .tabl~·'• it te DDticenbl• tba.t tbe 

proportion ot cultlYators baloaglag to •ob.eduled east•• 

Ss les& tban the average pn·por'tioa lor thestate. wld.le 
• 

tbat ot agricultural labour ta greater tlltl.b the atatt 

e.Yerage. In otber .,. .. , tbe proportion ot Vu.~ouchablea 

oulttv.ator,s ta 12•99 per cent a&aillet t.7.60 per ce.- tor . . 
'total OU1t1Vators Of 1"Ural area. AlltJ the proport10il Ot 

': . .. 

Untouchable agricultural labourers ts 81.19 per cent 
I t 

acunst it.ltO per oel.lt lor total qnonltural labounra 
' . 

ol rural area as a .tdlole.. In nu·al· areas the qrtcul'tural 

labour .toroe anotJg the Vntou.cliables te •err hiab • 

fte tablo-.11 below sllows •• patto~n of oo•eu.tra-. 

tloa of aarscuitural labourers .- oulUvators. the per• 

oentege 4letrtbut1oli of agrtcultva1 :toroo (agricultDl"al 

labourers and CDlttvators) coustt.tut•• 7\.98. 
P.l.o. 



... I!N!LI I !t • 

..J!I§TD.Ip!!J@B ,PEICBJIJAGE DIS!BIBVf!,ON OF §•Ct BY !Oa&IR@ 

(Caltlvators aDd Agrloultural. Labourers) 

C,ATB§gUJ§ OF tiQBIBY • 
I M. total 

State/ 
total ealtl• Agri.cnd.• one r qrtoul-

vO..kere Yator• tural categories tural 
DS.std.o•. La.boure.-a or worker• toro• 

' ' ' 
1 .JI < III (I • IX) . 

. . 

My sore Skte .. ,tOO ,.,.,. '7.08, .os.os 74.99 

B•alore tOO . ae.s~J ··19·96 ''·70 se.so 
Delsu '100 19.21 .,,.,4 BJ.11· '76.6' 
hllai'Y. tOO aa.s' J6.St at.,, ?s.es 
Bl4ar 100 g.,JO 66.H 93.·71 76.29 

.. Bt.Japu tOO ''·59· .66.1-'i ao.a7 ?9.7) 
, . c_.tkama»aeJ,.on tOO a,.et ,,.69 lfO.fO 59.50 
Cbltre.4ul-ga. tOO DB.U· sa.$t 19.01· 80.99 
Cporg 100 '·'' ''·'9 59.58 40.,9 
Dhar•t\1" 100 fl•·t~ 6a.7t.t a:s.sr. ?6,86 . 
Gulbarga t.OO aa.t6 ss.e' aa.oo 78.00 

.Bassaa ,oo .... as.os at.as 73·77 
Cellar 100 fi1.1S 39.68 18.5(1 81.0\6 
Handy a 100 42~1ia 113.28 ,,,,0 85.70 
fly sore tOO 1&0.66 ,6.68 2lh7S 77.21 
Jt.KarlAI'a tOO ''·51 36.29 ''·'' 50.81 
.Rdchur iOO 20.93 57.26 1&1.81. 78.19 
Sh1moga tOO 25.66 

' J6.6' 17.71 81.29 
S • .laaara too~ ... ,, 60.7' 34.9J 65.08 
tllllkur 100 ''··1 J9.3S 16.51 83.\9 

Source& 'lbe original fable. adapted tor purpose of our work 1• 
troma PtDSUI -ti Indig aau, !UPE!t- Sen. es-16. Part-I·A 
Vol.II1 Geller Report, Baugalore. PP• 772•77S. 
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Ill tbe d1 strtcts ot Hassan, ~_..., Mamlya alii 
--\hE. 

Kolar the pJOportlon o!k.ScbecluleO caste cu.lt1Yatora Is 

IJO to 48 pe.r cent --~oott'ohedule4 caste• total Wf#kel"lb 

'ibereae the proportto~ ot agn~ul tua;el labov ia tile 

districts of Bt-4ar, QiJaport Dhan,p and Soutb Kaaara is 

'very btgb .... 60 to 68 l)er ·ceat-eiiOJlS tho sctut4uled caste 

total wort•rs. 111 otbtir ,-words, blgh conoentrattcua o'f 
, , - ~iV~ . , . 

agrt.oultur•l labourera~ta the Table Shove the· ecouJUt-

oatly weak post tt.oa ot SOheduJ.ed Caetee. lt is tntere-, •) ~ ' ·. 

sting to note that tibere. the paddy cUl tt'l'atio~ (·irrl&n-

te4"areas) is. thcu.-e, we ftnd a hlgb. comen:tra.tloo ol . 
. IS c.\eQ:d-s d,;.sc.eYI1.Lble.. 

agrtcul tural labOurers -.-Dg Scbedvlecl caate•( eo !a 

ease ot lune.t&ka whe.re ~e p.roportlon of agr~caltural 

labour is bigb, it Cloos not aecessa.rtly correepolld to tbe 

above· t1tl41ug since tbese areas are not paddy growing 

areas. 

fbe lowe I-t pJ~Gportloa o:r cul ttvators Is below 

tO per cent 1n tbo dlatrlc*s ol B1dar1 Coora and South 

Jt,anara. In th~tstrict• of Bidar ad South Xanara, 

qatn the peroentage of .agrioul tllra1 workers te biah 
01'\.Q. 0~ 

oa: tbe~bentl end tb.e{fulU.va.torst. is very low on tbe other. 

' ~ 
Jlore tban SO 8114 below 60 per o•~L. agricultural 

labour aaong Scheduled oaetes is coneeatratec1 tu th• 

80. Bete1lle, A. Op.o1 t. f• t6J• ( t97t) • 



\_ 86 

tU.atr1cts of 8elgamt. Dollary, Cb1tl"a4arga, Gulbarga, 

Men4ya1 Balobur aa4 SJd.IIOIO.• Against this rnect11111 oonoea­

tratloll follows tbe lo• oonoentratlon of agricultural 
• 

labourer 111 the 4istriots ot Dangalore, Bt.Jepur, 

Cblkamangalore, Coorog,· ltas·son, .&olar, Mysore u4 twakur. 

Generi.Jl,lY the cul tl vatioD by Untouchables ta 

carried .out wltltout hired le.boUI" • As they· are petty 

peasants, the pt-oduce ts tor eelt-collsuapttoo. Share­

cropirag ts tM usual form of tenure tm4ertakln tn rural 

JCanaataka. !bey are 100stly tenant~at-wtll, 

fbere ,are two :Schemes to benefit weaker eectlona 

of the eoc1ety.2i !;boy are intended to croate employ• 
#,Q.. . , 

meat and additional lncome~ They are~Small Faraera 
, 

Development Aaeno1es and .Marginal Parmer~ ond.A&rtcul• 

tural Labour Development Agenoiel• 

The goYG:r.Gl!leDt defines the taruJrl!l w1 tb land• 

holdings between 1 to J heotna ae aall 1aners. 

Haqinal termers were coa:ud 4erect to be 'tboso wlloae 

landholding were lower tban the scall farmers and gene­

rally a co.t1tng of one hectre of irr1aated lalld. vaa 

adopted for this p11rpose.12 

21. Report of the Comatasioner for SC/Sf. op.o1t .. 
(1975) p. 1%1. 

et. lb14. 
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Ill caeo of IJ»touohablea, ffJJ'MJ"e •o ha•• three 
. . . p'lfeVl OlA.S4:i .. 

beotres e*laatt-bol.Uq•ur~· ve17 .tow. the f!beve meatloned 

agencies wero created to introduce land <&evelopment1 
• 

soil oons•rvation, lll»o~t irrigation, bort1cul tural 
t-o . . 

4e•n•tratton aa4 tmple~ot new strat'a1:os t·aa eartcu1• 

ture ~ Slace · ·statl etlcs iii relation to weaker · sectJ.orua: 

are not e:vo.tlable, we have to 4epeD4 on the etudiell 

conducted to examine the dlst.rt.botloual ettects ot new 

te.n tecbQOlogy,• et(:.. to know the benet1 't$ Wbteh have 

gone to Untouchables. ~:During l960f thai period 

1s marked by a creat change tn tens of agrS.oul~ural 

production in some regions. of ln4ie.. It- was llecause ot 

tbe tntro4uct1oll ot new egricultlU"nl. strategy, nwnely, 

Blab YteltUns, new .inrm technology, package of 810den . 
inputs and practices etc. til tbe field of food pro•act:loD. 

fbua, tblie l.s alco krlo'Wil as Green Revolution. 
~ 

lh. •tn41ea95 4one by San, OJb.a, Bal"dbaJl, Ha4olg1 
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.. 

u4 others b&Ye sbotm tbat tbe new a&1"1oultura1 etrat•at 

with t.ts emphasis on ihe ase of package of 110cte.~ 
' ' 

inputs saob as llYV eee4e, 110d$1"1l lertlll zers, etc. a.Qcl 
'' . 

practloea hat a butlt-l» b•a• towd'de the promotion of 
' intqualitles ar&4 poverty. fbo new torm teobnologv is 

' . 
•re easily -adopted by large s1 se lalldowael"s thau by tb • 

s11all OJ" IIG.rginal termers. 1'ht.• ·naturally results iD 

the benet! te tlowlng to tbe . r1ober sections; these bene• 
'> 

11 ts ere lacreaee4 .tuoo•• ·111gb or level o.f saViqs. 
. ' 

capaoity .to rel119'eet t.D tile :rara. etc.. fhus, ·aaoveny 

ead tnequaltty are .aggr~ated bV the adoption ot new' 
' 

agricultural tecbntquee. M these atuties ba1te po1nte4 

od, 4llet the large-size laadowMra ha'Ve greater control . . 

over the apply ot soaree asricultaral resources, .they 

baYe greater access to cretU t v1 til their greatel" credit­

wonblaoss tlA4 posseas grea:t•r tecbnologlcal dyllald. •• 

Oil tbe other side, the a11a11 and .argtnal ~araere 

have BD 1nelgn1.11cant degree of control aver tbe supply 
' 
o1 aartcuJ.t.ural nsonroes an4 cred1t-vorth1nesst hence 

tbey f1D4 41t~loulty tu competing wltb la~e laraers.8' 

fhua, tbe benet1 ts ot oav strate&Y ao to large tumers 

8l,a. OolllliUtn, f.K. (t975)a 8 lapact of Green S.VoluUoD OD 
Weaker Sectloae", Inc _P!anslgg ftrar~ Relations 
1n ,lDdiftt NICD B74eraiad, PP• 1 1•16 • 
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•r• than ~targ1Jlal or sltall termers ~by rd,sltl8 

their (large tuJ!'DOVer) oapact ty to pna4ace .arKJ. martet 

euplos. 
• 

.according to S1n&b aDd Kiebra, 1he large Iarmer• 
~~ Q 

have also_(beaettte4 from egnoultval price d. eo•• · · 
.. ' 

~s a resu.l t. ~the small and marginal. tare rs have becoae 

·,;orse oft on the one hand and tbey have U ttle capacity 

$0 produce -.rketable surplus having greater 4epeD4eDCa 

oa market for their su'bsiatanoe 011 the othor. lforeover, 

the Report86. oa SCb.eduted Castes anti ~hectule4 !tribe a ba• 
' ' 

also observed that the persons· btlloDgtDg 1io Scheduled 

cutes allt'l SCheduled 'fri'bea are 110t able to dertve a4eqoate 

financial bonetl'ts from ·tbe schemes • srDA 8Pd MrAW.• 

he ma.tor:L ty ot the Untouchables are poor aartcoJ• 
' 

tural labourers. --~- -~~J lba.(·~jvaae '. - ~;is the ll&la 
-theUc-

source of L ll'Velt.tlood. fte tletly •ea• rates .1D ro.ra1 

Knrnatda varies .from place to place, the average dally 

wage rate ot qrlcaltural labov raages from b. i•SO to 

s.oo. !be ~~ta.Jox- Stems ot expendtture, as pointed out 

25. SlQih, R.L. eD4 H1tmr41 G.P. (S972)J "A&r1cultural 
=~c=2~olt.,.,, De lcgng!lc 11•••• .Jnoutiry 21 a 

26. Report of tbe CoiBillestoner for SC/ST. Op.clt. (1975) 
P• IIJI. 

• SfDA • Sllall Parsers Development AgenoJ.ee; aa4 
MPALDA-Karginal Pamers alld Agricultural Labour 
Development Ageaotes. 
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by Surt"ey27 are food tt:nCJ. clothtns·~ Por Snstanc~, th• 

exporutl ture patter.n of ·the ChalU'f'a41, (VDtouchable) 

agr:icul tnl"al labour 1·s that 80 per cent of tbiJ incoae 
• 

. ts spent oni'Ood Pt'l 10 per cent 1or, olotbins* Pol" 

otber expen41tares they bave to borrow. troll) o;ther•• 

thus, ·the money is bor,n,wect on iteas; ach as ~~arritl8e. 

tes:tlval and. f'tUtGral etc. t..O• vl~lqe money -1·~· 

_ or land•lorct. . 'o pay· C)tf tbe ~e~ti, '&be Untouchable~ 

. agree ·to writ .vol\UltarJ.l)r tor •ney•lendor. We SbalJ 

uamtae.tbts below. 
\ . ' 

When 110110)' 1$ et1YODCG4 OJl tbe basta Of ·ord 

asreemont to~ ·epecttte period of one year,. J.t is kno1111 

tui the ~eeta-.system.. ID the Jee-&~_,-eteml t~ dte!a19 

or ~ftdi!u ent~rs 1~to contract volunt~ly aD4 tbe 

aast.mnm tenure is tlxod (lor exampl• one year). the 

t!teJalg ts expeot•4 to perto.ni &11 kinde o:t 'WOrk such 

as ·11Yestcolr rearing, bouse-oonstruct1on etc. tn a4di• 

tlon to agricultural oparatlon.28 their a.unual ttaa•• 
:raage between as. f.SO/- to 300/• besides .rood and clotb1n&• 

as. 

pensus ot India t!61, psor~a lthnogrcphl.oal . Note a 
on Scbedu'led das a an~sohe4uled Tribes, Vol.U, 
Part V•D, Delhi, PP• 31-39. 
Ibid. 
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Ia tile preetadepent.enoe period, a•lleal•e.•dq alld • 

))lallket to wear - wen regard•d as suftlc:1ellt 1ringe 

llenetits to an Vntouchable, who received an .anDual 

payment of as.t$ to so.89 
• 

!Wen after 1ndepen4ence suoh contltaots are in 

practl.ce .•. In the contracts tbe lamtlles or persons 

au4 the 1an&lor4s are 1DVolved,. fnu&, the contract 111 

a 'bond 'Detweea labourer aDd tbe landlol'4 by oral a&r•e­

naent • la so me case a. the contract 1& carried on genera­

tt.oD& together.· Thus, the bonc1ecl 1ervants bad. to; •!>rk 

in tbeir master1 s lllll4~ A$ e•lter mentioned, the 

wages were in kind al'ld casb. lhe qu$1ltWl ol cratna 

vas ctetermlne4 ·~ master. The clothing supplied waa . 

made of pieces of cheap olotb. fills was consldere4 u 

gltt once .a year• For 4Wel11qg a piece of plot was aln 

provided.. All these are provided .t tbout records ot 

oocupaDcy l.u the pro pert7 ot the landlord.. Du~tre are 

many instances which are reported. Por uample, in tb• 

Bt~apur distr1ot30 one ttr. lan&Y*U"U had 111)t been paid 

vages tor work done in the tleld of Dastgirab fel1 lD 

30. 

£:•9 §aaeteJ~· ( 1929); c. Bayanavadan aao ( ed. ) 
ana ore, P• • 

fht ftae,a of l.ng&fl, 'Dateda J-t9-t975, B13apar. 
Uicember 11 •rase. under Bollded Labour Act Registered•. 

' 



-
92 

Dear by JUncbiDaJ. 'Villqe tor orer 20 years. .'!be 

victim co11tendect tbat ns. tOO/- •atd at the time of 
' 

. _llgadi test1va1 was treatetl as a loao- by Dastgtrab • 
fell. Even tbero uoe some cases 1fhere huts were burnt 

for retusQl. to pertOI'Il· :the lftgg (force<~: .labot:tr) .st 
52 , Mo~eovo:a:-., there 'are 111Jpor1aw.t findings of tbe 

study on bonded lat,our in Knr11ataka. . SOme ot :them a.t"ec . I : 

the Jeetha system continues to ~x1st 1u both J.iysore and 

Ba.so.n dlstriots. Tbe, porsons fJt all ag.e groups .froa 

8 years of ea• ~o more. than 60 ye.ars aorve under Jeetha. 
~ . . ·; '• 

ihe. annual vqes very fl"O&ra as. as to 175 w1 th 1~o4 all4 

c1otb1ag. fhe rate ot 1n'terest bet.ug unusually high 

ond tbe vages paid meqre. AD employee succe•ds 1n 

treoln; himself from Jeetho. by repayiag the loan. !here 

e~e large number ot Joetb~ars amana tbe Sc~eduled caatea 

'thtm SCbe4alod 9ribeil• The main reaso11 ~or enter.tng 

into Jeetb.a was poverty a.G1 moat of tm Jeethagars bad 

-..re tban S •embers and x•re not ha.vtng sutficie.ot land 

, ... ~~ !•Pj fJ,lf?'A• Dated 10/8/1975• Gorakpur • ngus , . I • 
Please eee, Plndiogs of the Study on Bocded La-.,ur 
condUc~ed 1n Kornataka by tbe Organization of the 
Director General, Backward Class l'eltare 1n 19?4. 
!be report 1s baeect on 102 case studiel o.t Jeetha­
sus in the ae~rt o1 tbe Commt&sloneeJ:" tor SC/ST, 
1973-74, P• 326. 
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to matn'tatll their .lt.Yiag. ,a.a per cent of the :.fBIIiltea 

under Jeetba we.-e landle &s aDd those wllo bad 1an4, tbetr 

landboltiage vQre not adequate lor thetr requirements • 

. ·the e.aotmt. ot loa.a taken bf tb.e leetbas vari.e4 tro• 11.100 

to t,ooo •. Tile re lattom between deetbas and their .employ•r• 
' ' l ~ 

were aot corcU.al 8114 they were betag ,Ul-treate4 by their 
-. ' ' ' ' . 

employers.. Bove\fer• tbe system p.-ovtdetl aoo1o.l and eoonollf.o 

security to tbe leethogare~ The ..Jeetbagars had DO other 

alternative to get money trom otber sources e.act· they bad 
'' 

no other option 'but to von a• Jeetha. 
' 

·Tboqh forced labolll" is abolished by tb~ Constitution 

-of Irul:ia,. st1.11 iD d1sgutse4 1orm S.t exletEt lD ltarnataka. 

to curb this practice, Don4ed Labour Abolition Or4inaDoe 

Aot. t979 was passed•'' 'lhe Education Mtuistor'' bas foQild. 

bonded labour aa4 estl'aot1on of over 100 per ceat ibtereat 

per mouth :to ld.ntl twm debtor to Soutll Jtane.ra. Be was al•o 

to14 by the vtllage leaders that over '00 :tamllte.• ot BaJ"l• 

Jab& t.n 81 "ftllages ta f:oluka were bon4 to tbetr 181'ld1or4a 

by a Moola. System. 1\ ts also taown at the Gntt1aa Padda.tl. '~ 

''· 
''· 

Bonded Labour Syatea (Abolitloa) Ordinenoe Act. 1975. 
Goveraent of Karnntnkc, Bansalore. 
ft1 Till- ot l!@tn!ated iS/tl/19751 Bonded LaboQ" 

n sou ll Kanara, alore•i7 • . 
Dhe.t, E.B.(197. 2)t Asrar19£Bcopgm: g:r .~tbasua, 
Dissertation ot M.A., Dep me:nt o~ AntbropolOQ't 
Kornataka VniversitT, Dbarwary'• pp. 100e!OJ.-
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After tbe p.I'Otnulpatlon ot Domed Lab{)ar Act, 

21821 bollde4 labourers bave been tou.nd fr~ed tn ltarllf;ltaka.'6 

lbetr d1strtctw1se l'l11mber ts gi.Vell t.u the l'able 'bO.low. 

t.ABLBt 5. DlSTRICTWISS BRRAltDOWN .OF BONDED LABOOBBRS •PRBBD. 

1·· a. 
b. 

a. a •. 
.b. 

'· ... ' , .. 
'· 1· 
e •. 
,. > 

10. 
J.l. 
ta. 

''· '"· 15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

· Daa.gel:Ore distrto t 
Bangalore ei ty 
Kolar 

·~ ' 

' lola~' Gold Factory 
hlukur 
Obltradurga 
·ae11a17 
Mysot-e 

Manllya 
Bass au 
Ooora 
Chikarn.a~~galo:re 

Sh1140ga 

Belgaum 
B(japur 
South Kauara 
Dbarwar 
Nortb ltanara 
Gulbarga 
Ilaichur 
Bldar 

. " 

!OfAL 

Iuber ol 
Boaded Labour 

ll8 
: 1009 
. 17!7 

28 
lfAOtJ 

70 
eo. 

12937 
1670 
,,9 

75 9,, 
1807 

J 

' 18 
Nll 

ao 
19 ., 
e 

S6. ibis 1otorJDat.Son is taken fro• the Office ot the 
Co~asioaer lor Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
tribes, :New Delhi. 1976. This iuformation t.s 
anpubllshect. 
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fbese t1aores roveal tmponaat potJJts that there 
ls highly acute bonded labour problem ill the dlst~cta of 

My soft ( 1a973), Shlmoga ( a&07) t Kolar ( 1129) ., Mandy a f 1620), 
• • 

fumkur ( tiAOl.) • Cblkal!laD&alore ( ''') alld Bass aD ( t;S9). 
~u . 

Itt--also be:f'tre•eale.tt :that. I.D tbe(f dtstrlc'te, tb& oolldl tioa 

ot lfntoacbables is 110nt and amOng tbese boDde4 laboartr• 

there is a lack ot awareness, aru1 tgDOranee.. lt vou14/ be 

proved that there t.e a failure to implement the JUJil:raDII 

Wage.s Act. 
. 

S:tnce tll4ependeaoe (upto 1968) the Government ol ' ' ' . 
Kernataka bas allotte4 7.126 1akbs ot aoros ot, laDd to 

Scheduled casios arad Soheciule4 tr1bee.J7 the laod. wa• . 
procured. trom tbree sovce$ 1 namely ncl61anat1on of waste 

1aruts1 surplus lara4 releasect throagll lmposl tlo:p. of oetlt.ag 

on lendholding aD4 Bhoo4aft 8114 Gramdan lnlds • · Another 

Commtssloners' Report,. observed that "thougb. tbe ••rPl•• 
la:o.ds have been dlstributett, it ts not: .known how JDUCh o1 

21,000 acres of land bas sone to the persons boloag1fl8 to . 
SCheduled Cutee and Sobe4uled fribea ot dift•reu'$ etates". 

Re~ort of tbe Comml•aioner tor Sohe~uled ce;tea ft!d If e)Jilija fil§e:i, 1!§9-tGi Uoverumon1 o! !1a, 
(
. Distry of SOcial Weltar•t Hew Delhi, P• 7SI 
Please see Ap.tJODdls Bo·•3.PIIS7. 

Report ot the Commissioners tor SC/ST, O"f.clt.(t975). 
P• 226. 
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t'lleretore, 1 t ts dtttical t to 4eal ul tb the aletributioD 

ot land among the Untoucha'ble& ot Karnataka, 4ue to D.O.~ 

a'Vailnbility ot illtormatlolh BoweYer, there are soM 
• 

other schemes such as bousing, pro'Vl sion of loan&, etc. 

tor tbe welfare of Vntouehables. But very t·Olf amoD& the 

Untouchables are benefited. 

Uuder the Mt.Dlmum Wages Act, .t9481 ·wages. for 
I 

'.; < 

agricultural WOJ;"ker~ have beeo. ftxe4 In ell the states • 

.AD.t ·the National ConJmls&loll on Labour aai mf:ld• a review 
' ... •' ' . 

ot :the Mi.nimum Wagee Ac::t .as .applied t.o agriculttU"al labour 

:lD ·t.969, ru\J.; pointed out ·'tbat though there are a IJ.Uilber 

ot 'wtcienole$· ri tb regord to both fixation aDd eDioroe• 

ment ot llildmum wQBea_, at present the Aot would help the 

agricultural labour•'' 

. , there are uot adequate details ot wages oocupa­

tlon•w1se tor 'different 1Jt1 ... u4 dittere.nt 41strtots. 

Vi tb tbe help of avellable dat.a, l'IG &ball exud.JJe tbe 

wage pattern.- The wage pattern sligbtly differs fro• 

place to place and diltriot co di.strict t.n. .m.ral Kuuataka. 

Tbere are -cbanges in daily wage rates du.r1Dg pre•tndep•n­

ttence a.D4 post•iDdependence period. The followtq tablee wolllrl 
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. a-
•eke e·&eart... 'li ew ~ c lea.:r. 

'ADLit 6•i• RATES OF DAILY WAGES FOB UNSilLLED WORKER 

(HAocaya D1sta.ot, Dru1ng 191.6-&7) t* 
• 

talutca 
Bates lor 

Vnsk1lle4 worker 

snranaapattana 

. Pan4avapura 

Handy a 

R'aga~~aqala 

Kri ehllara3pe' 

Ma.la\'alll . ·• 

... ~t ••• 

0 ·- 6- 0 

o., .. o 

0•5-0 

*Soarcea Quoted fro• fi!9re _ State 9e•ettgert Hpdr;a , 
_. J~s.,tgQt; 19 7t · Baagalore, P• 2 8. 

+light anne• were &qual to 50 Nava Paise. 

tABL81 •• .~.I RATES OF DAILY WAGES IN MANDYA DISTRICt 
D~na the Year t9St-sa• 

luly• 1911 

danuu"J', 1952 

Acricultural Labour 
. b ..... 

1- 8 

l- 8 

•Sourcea ~uote4 tr. o11 \1sorg §tats Gafettott, !fu!ll;a 
e&strict, !96 :t Bang6iore, p~ 



98 

~ 

f.AllLJh 6.). U.fiS OP DAILY WAGBS PAID m IJIOBDaS II' 

BILLA&Y IN TilE YrwtS 1957 aDC1 1959• 

laployment 

JPield Labour l • ' • 0 ' . .. 8 .. 0 l .. 0 .. 0 I. -8 • 0 
<•••) ' ' ' ...... ' • 0 • 0 t •• 0 • 0 0 • 8 • 0 I -0 -0 

Cbtltrea 0·• 8 - 0 •18 • 0 0 • s -0 0 -ta -0 

t'hougll tbe wages eoat1Due4 to ds•~ the aar1cul• 

tural labour to ana it 41 tti'oul.t to •aiatatu· the ldDiiiQII 
: ,, ~ . . 

.staD4ard of livlru because of lnflatton. BeD.Ce, 1111ter 
,. 

the ••~DUll Wages Act, !91!8 (Centre Aot, 61 l9ti8) these • - r . , 

rates 'were revtso4 in 1968. fht.s tirne, accordiq to 

dltleront types ot work Cll4 areas,. tbe employ•eDte are 
. ' ' 

o~as81.t1ed. tbty are gtYen in fal»le-7 on the next page. 
P:r;-o. 
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fABLB I 7• BBV'ISBD RAtES OP DAlLY WAGES* 

Clue ot 
l~~p1oyment 

· Dry anaa ~rriaated anaa rereJQ:d.al 
(all f.nol ttstve (all t.Do1us1Ye sar4en areas 
ld.DlliQII •.otlY 11tld.11011. 4atly (all 'inolupve 
. .-ates) rat•a) ldnt.aua clat.ly 

rate a) 
tS959 ·1968 . t959 . J9:68 . i9Jt · · . 1968 
ls.Ps a..Pia. ls.Ps. ls.l'e. II•'•• , •·••• 

fllf&EJI At 
, 1• PloqbSQ& 

a. mastaa 
s.·aar.rowt»a 
••. Sowlq 

'· luteroutta-. 
·6. lmaa•18a ··o.- · · 

wale.dJJC 
7• Vproottq 

·111•! Is , 
'· HabQI.DC. 
t. 'fransplantina 

'· •••41»~ 

;: .. 

' } .. 

IJ. aeapiq s..oo ••-'• 
a.Bammertna 
b .araeb1ag 

ftDDDvlq 
5. PtcltliJI ,.._ . 

oo•~ of cotton 

Slat• g,. 
t. Cattle, Sheep 

and aoat · :o.so 0.75 
aradna 

·.; 

a.ss 

' . 

••• 

0.50 o.,, 
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Jt is noticeable tbat tbe 4e11F vqe rat• wae 

as •. 1·.50 duriug i9!U.-Ja in Handya 4lst~lct1 iher.ea•, 

tn Beliary district, it w~e tis. t.as 4un.ns· t95? e.Dd'. , 
Rs,. &.&S in 1969, against Bs. J.-96 IIi Handya. fol" agd• 

cultural labour. 'fbe wage rates 4itferetl aoco:r4ill8 to 
• - .;: < ' • f '· ' -

areas. ID t.rrtgated areae tbe illniWJl dally 'wqo. rat• 

was aa. a.eo, . 88 against Bl• · 1.85 in 4J7 areae. In 

:&be garden areas. wqe rates were lllJh; ., ..... as~ a .. s, 
, 

·tn BellaJ7 and as. hOO in s~utb Xanarah · 

At vo h•e .,ee~_, the -w~e rates dl:ttered tn• 

·a strict to cU. strict(?~ It could be observ:ed tbat lll 

.South KOllara district waaes are higher thaD nelpbou­

tna 41strto·ta •. · 

Dtu:•1r.ag t9J?, 1n Mandya a aate a4u.lt got ,Bs. 1.50. 

for ag~cultural labour aD4 for female Be. 0.86. .Ia. 

South Kallara. bo.th male end terrusle recetve4 bigber 

wft~es than other 4J.strtet8• the wage rate d1 spartty 

between male and :female 1 s see a tn Mandya. fhe labl._8 

below shOlf8 that the wage rates u-e higher tn Sotltb 

Kabara. 
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tADLB a 8, 

Vork:ers Dally average a-ate• 
1968 t969 t.970 

•••••• ...... .. .•.. 
fteld Labour 

•• ll '·01. :s.a • • .• 83 

···Women· , .. , a.99 2.$9 

Childrea e.Ja s,,, 8.89 

Otller Aerlcult.a.-al Labour 

Men a.Gt . ,.96 1h01 . . 
Women a-.67 2<ft8 2.99 
Chl14reD 1.95 2.47 a.at 

.. Prom tbe above t.$ble, tt seeas tbat there bas 

~been a tluoiuatton itl wage rate's. in tbe •stncte. Aa 

taf! as aartcultaral lobourers are collCerDod _,there 1• •. 

ara :lno.reastag trend iu '"'see,. In th:l.a district_, cbtld• 

ren ce' higher wale a than other cbildren in the aei&b• 

bouriug. distdot.ts. fhue, agnooltural labourer• get 
' 

higher vases i •"•• as. ,.oa. !b• ob.il4J"en also got bigher 

wages tban tbe actolt ln tbe ne18hbourt.q. dtstrtots. 
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A• the :wsy wages dlf:t·ored from di.s.trtot iO 
" I 

d1 sirlct1 'tbe IQOnthly idDlaum waae rates also cUttered. 

fbe moatbly B&• J'ates were aloo fixed during t968 tor 
• 

een ·and obi1ctren ~mployed.. Por example,· under Class A• 

employer pa14 as• aa.os ·wtb food aDd ·clothing amt 

as .• lt4~0J Without too4 ant clothing. Accor4las to the 

omplo,anent; tile rat.ee aro ~ed. this 1s seen· in the 

'table given belo~J 

TADLJSI 9. 

·c· . • . · 1 . · "· CaDb pqment with 
· 1~81 0 "' Bmp oynJenu food aDtt clotbtns . - t-

ror Class A . 
Por Class B 

ftr Cla.es C 

_ t .. ,, T n 
ow ' ' -ae •••. 

.aa.os 

''*•70 

'·'' 

. Coah PGJJileDt 
without food 
8114 clot~f.q 

••••••• 
"··os 
aa;.os 
aa.o' 

, !'he ~rtcul tUJ."al labourers stand at tbe bottoa . . 

.of egr~an h~era~Yt Wbose lot 1• bard. These people 
O.."'Y 

IJe.Te aeiaher L.. Jtoldlq mw fUIT property. They have to 

toil and earn a meaare wage whtcb ts usually •t sufficient. 
' ' 

S1noe tber,., ts DO adequatG rl.ae in wage rates commculsurate 



103 

· · vlth the ris«J in pdces ot coJDDOD goods.Jtbey baYe to 

live ln the woret cotldt tlon. 
' -: 

It ls seen tllat ill the 4tstnots ot Karnataka; 

there is 110 uniform vage rate. Moreover, tbere ~as 

no ttmely r.•Yi &ton of tdnimum 11age~. there was ao 

organized labou moveauent to take ~ ad.Y~tage o,t 

1eg1slatloa:. fbe agd.oultural 1aboul'ers continue to 

be at the !oftst ruug on4 the problem is bo1Ul4 to be . 
·llOt"e ecu$e ia tbo case · ot Scheduled Castes an4 

Scheduled tr1bes.'*0 

Report o% tAo Coi!Un1ss1onor tor SC/S'f1 Op.ct.t. 
(197$), PP• 2t,0.842. 



CHAPtER •· FIVE 

CHANGING AGRARIAN RELATIONS AND fHE UNTOUCHABLES 



r 

iOt. 

the social organ1sat1on of agriculture reflects 

a particular pattern ot work and a particular pattern 

ot property rights. Broadly speakl.ng, there are three 

patterns of productive organisatiop.s·. They are& 

( t) The agriculture is carried out on the basis of 

ta~Qiiy laboutt 

(2) 

(:I) 

,. ~ ' ' ' 

It i·s 'based ·on hired labour:, end· 

On tenancy Which. is consldered 'ln broad sense. 

l.n rural K~~ taka. as ~ar as Untouchables are 

.. ~onc~rned, tbq cultivate land on their family .basis. 

• 

Though the big size landholders are ver.v few in number, 
, I: 

they had to hire labour. Generally, tbose farmers 

having more than 15 acres of land have Joint families. 

They may employ few labourers besides their family 

members. All members of .family• male and fema.le, work 
~ 

on land. 

/ .. Most of the Untouchables are agricultur~l laboarers. 

/~~.seek employment outside their caste tellQV land• 

holders~ Thus, they are ver,r much dependent on caste 

Hindus. Most ot the labour which is required by caste 

Hindus, is supplied by Vntoucbables. The Untouchables 

labourers provide labour tor both high caste farmers 

and lalldlords. Thus, the Untouchables and the blah castes 
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are related re9iprocally • However, the relatio .. ship . 

between the!f! 41ffel'S' ~rom place to place. 

' I 

The Untouchable labourer is employed to do .all. 
' ' 

kind of manual work~ These landowner-labour relations 

··are reshaped· 'by the prevailing· customs and caste privi­

leges. The Untouchable labourer has to obey the master 

who bappened to be a high caste person~ Thus, the . 
·landowne'r .... unt<nlchable labourer ;relations are structlired 

with caste status.. Hence, their re.la.tions diffe.r .trom 

that of high caste lan4owner and high caste laboure~. 

In the c.ont~xt ot relations between ,high caste master, 

and Untouchable labourer, there is always a tendency 
~ : '· ' 

on the part of the master to .lookt?down upon Untoucha~le 

labourer as he is Untouchable. In case of relations 

between high caste master and high easte labourer there 
;. ' 

is no such tendency. Therefore, the non-untouchable 

labourer receives better treatment than Untouchable. 

But the Untouchable agricnl tural labourers are generally · 

addltess~d by abusive words. At the time o:t harvest• 

when the wages are paid in kind, ttrst comes the non­

untouchable labourer i.n order ot payment. 

Thus, the social role of Untouchable agricultural 

labourer differs from those of non-untouchable agricul. 

tural labourers.,in accordance with their 4)aste-status. 
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fhe polluted status of Untouchable makes him keep some 

distance to avoid touchability. This is. even todq 

prevalent in rural .Karnataka.1 It is practised in a 
• 

very acute form •Y the cultivators who generally belomg 

,to higher ca:stes. in their relatio.ns wi.tb llarijan. labourers • 

Barijans are not all01f8d to enter. village temples, tea 
. . ' . ' . 

. shj)p or mi.ngle treely wi.th members of, higher ()astes a't . ' ' -. ' . ."" . ' 

public places • 2 

A.lexander Jlas observe~ that 11 tt.le. change could 

be. noticed in the traditional relation between the 
' .. , . . .,. . .- ' •.:. 

cultivator and agricultural labour in Mandya, despite 

substantial.imp~ovemellt. in agrlcultur.al economy of the 

. district.~ The pip_ture of the. cultivator-labourer that 

one 110ti ces tn Mal}dya .is almost similar to t.be traditional 

relation that pr~v.ailed between these ,groups in the past • 

. Agricul~ural ia~ourers in Handya have never demanded an 

increase tn wage rates. Whatever increase in wage bad. 

occurred it was due to economic lavs of demand and supply. 

Despite the degraded eocto-economlc status, £ew endeavours 

are made by them to organise themselves to change the 

pattern of their relations with the cultivators.' 

1.. Bugg1 1 Chandrashekhar. Op.oit. 

2.. Alexander K.c. Op.oit. p.21. 

'· lb1dt p. 22. 
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the ~elatious ot htgb caste master and the 
' agricultural labourer are ., mutaal relations. This 

also holds tor the relations 'between l_a.ndlord and tenant • • 
This mutual and harmoneous relations are maintained 

because of caste, The high caste farmers who get labour 
•. ' . •) 

willingly .an4 .spontaneously~ highly regarded by the 

Village community. 'flie prestige of tne farmer 'is 

lowered if he ·denied by the labourer the tradi t1on~l 

services. This indicates the Value attached to the 

goodwil~ ot labour. This pattern is governed by tradi· 

tlonal behaviour and backed up by tbe customary sanctions~ 

ultimately involving Dharma.' 

The Untouchables believe that their birth as 

Untouchables is due to their misdeeds in their preVious 

birth. They also believe that being Untouchables they 

must not enter temple~~t shops and public places. There 

1s a wide bel1et among Untouchables that their misbehaviour 

will bring calami ties and the supernatural power will 

punish them.' Sucb beliefs are widespread in rural 
clo 

Karnatalta. Bence, the Untouchables(aot dare to go against 

4. Singh Yogendra,(197lh 1Legal system• Legislation 
and Soeial Change in India••.; wor~1ng paper tor the 
Seminar on Law and Social Change 1 organized by 
I.c.s.s.R., New Delhi, 'March at•2~, 19731 p. 4. 

5 •· ·· KarDataka ·state Gazetteer1 !2Zlt · outh Xanara D1 t. 
fiangalore, PP• 11b·111J Srinivas M.N.,Op.cit. 19 2). 
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ascribed role expectations. If they trvt they will 

receive punishments .trom upper castes. Bence, the 
aspirations of Untouchables are nipped in the bUd. • 

Tile major factors, listed by Oommen6 in agrarian . . . ' ~ . 

. conflict are i 
( 1) · Perception of dtspari trr 

,, ~ . 

:(2) · • Agrt:CultU.tAl labOlll'e.x:s• consciOUsness .o.t lt& 
J, 

'(3) 

(4') 

. ·(s) 

strength and political bargaining powerJ. 

. Support o:C political partyJ 

Mass aspj:rat1on ~ and 

Lack o:t fit between socio-political ~ramework 

and economic order. 

. . ' ~ 

The first tour factors are not actively current 

in mral Karnataka. Bence, harmoneous relations prevail 

between landowner and the Untouchable agricultural 

labourer. 

However, it is noticeable that there is change 

in reciprocal or mutual economic ties between low caste 

labourers and high caste masters. For example, Harpel's 

study7 shows that tbe quasi-slavery relations (the 

indetureship - lifelong relations between master and 

servants) have changed. And the Boleru do not waut to 

6.. Oommen·T.K. (1971h "Green Revolution and Agrarian 
Conflict", lllt Economic ang Political Weekly, Vol. 
VI, No .39., pp. 99•10S. . 

7. Harper, B,B, Op.cit. (1968). 
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t.o become Kondalu or Lynaly.. They have given up the 

practice of drinld.ng of milk .... as a promise to keep 

contract. 

Harper has shown tllat· th_e' Untouchable •Boleru'" 

casteshave tried· to gain pre$t1ge· by .asswnlng be'havioural 

pattern associated With 'higlu~r·castes, such as taboo 8.114 

refusal to perform such tasks which ~e .ri. tually de• 

grading. Thus·, there :ls ritual change • a change t.n · 

traditional rel.igious r.i tual roles and relations. lhat8 
. , 

' . 1-\osWl.t>-' . · 
states that the Untouchables express their L:_la9&p~tali-ey 

against the prevailing Ji:i.a ,Paddf!;t:l. (A.,Va system) because. 

they are sometime cheated•, do DOt get extra crop tor 

their extra labour and receive bad grains, According 

to Bp1steia9, tbe Untouchables have reterred to perform 

his customary rtt11al services to Peasant•master llb.o 

refuses to give re'arda. 

Bovever, the Untouchables act as drum beaters at 

Village festivals. This type of relation continues since 

the Untouchables are seared o:f upper caste violence. 

Still, the ritual occupies a dominant role in eoonom1o 

activities. There is always a tendency tor men to try 

8. Bhat, X.H. Op.ctt. pp. 66•90. 
9. Bpstein, s.t. (ed.) Dalton Op.oit., pp, 468-it69. 
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and translate their newly gained economic .status into 

1 . 10 r1 tual through extert1ng poll tica influence. , 

The high caste land-owners supervise all act1v1 .... 

ties inv.ested i,n agricul tare. The Untouchables)' who 

perform all ·sorts of manual work .., rece11"e re•unel"atlon 
'-. .. ' { \ . ·. ,. . • . t •. ' • • .v 

i.n cash and sometimes· tn kind also·.. A:s: ve have )already 

· · · .. · · · · ·eeen, this wage does not become selt-sutticient. 

;) :-

'eondi tio.n o:t agricultural labourer is very miserable; 

·-it is char~cterl.sed 'by low wage rates~ lODIJ wrid.ag 
. ' ' '• . . . ' 

hours and unequal wor~ing relations. 

. (.! 

Since the shar,e-eropp:Lng _is par~ed on oral 

agreement"• the high -caste landowner takes adVantage 

of bei!lg aware of ex1.sting tenancy legtilations' and keep 

the tenants in conttol. Being a socially privileged 

people, the hiCh caste landowners always influence the· 
' .. 

tenants and do ntt keep.written documents conoernln& 

their tenurial ~elations. 

10. Ibid.-
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fhe Economics ot Sanskritization: 

This phrase is taken trom Bpste1n11, which helps 

to analyse sooio•economic change.. Firstly, the terJa. 

San.skri tization coined by srinivas12 has become a tool 

to analyse soci~ cllange in India-. According to· Srillivas 

~Sanskritizatton is a process by wich a low .Hindu 

caste or tribal or other group changes its customs, 

ritual ideology and the way ot li:te 1~ the dir~ct:lon ot 

a high and frequently twice born Caste".1' 

those Untouchables who are in the process ot 

secular mobility are prone to change ritual relations. 

As Batley has stated_~ the ,increased wealth leads to 

desire for a grGater say in management ·of the community 

and at the same time the aspirants wish to assume the. 

guise ot respons1bili ty and they CfO this by improVibg 

their pl~lng 1dthin the ritual ranking of the Hindu 

caste system. 14 

Though among the Untouchables there is- little 
I 

change• 1 t is -handicapped by the fact that they continue 

tn a dependent economic relationshipth In the :fi eld• ot 

11.- Ibid. 

12. Srinivas, M.N. Op .• cit. (1969), p.6. 
13. Ibid. 

1-'· Bailey, F.G. op.ctt. (1957), p. 197. 
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-agrarian relations between· the Vntoachables aDd the 

high caste people, the economic status influences more 

and the r1 tual status contributes to influence~ etiect.i• 

'f'ely.. In the village 'Indla, land also contributes to 

enhB.llC~ social ,prestige. , Thus, e~,ncllni.c .. devel,qpment 

and consciousness are pilla.r.s o:t eDhance.went of :social 

Thus'· the· studies on Untouchables account the 

aspect ot change in rural Karnataka. · · Parvathwltaia15 has 

fotmd in her s'tudy :some ·amcn1nt of frustration pt•eYalent 

among the .Scheduled Castes in the post-independence 

c India. SJ;le has observed that constt·tutionally the practice 

ot .intouchability .in :its ~11 forJD.s is abolished but 

even today it •has· remained· only .as. a ttlegal fiction.'' 

She has also stated that there .is . a big gul·f between 

tbe Scheduled Caste poli ti ci ans• . the e<lucated and the 

common man. );tost ot the educated Sche4uled castes wllo 

get government jobs are alienated rrom their o'WJl people. 

Bconoftdc b•tterment bas brought about a class•con~~ousness 

but has not helped to remove the stigma of Untouchability. 

iS. Parva~hamma, c. ( 196Sh "The Case :tor Indian 
Untouchables", ins Un1 ted Asia, International 
Magazine of Afro-Asian Affairs, Vol. 901 No. 5~ 
pp. 11.9· 286. . 
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Bpstein•s studyio oi village in Myso~e reveals 

that the provision o~ the reserved seats ~o~ Untouchables 

qn the village Panchayat does not, mean real, power tor 
. . . 

them, as they are still dependent on the peasant-masters. 

She remarks that. unless. democratic .. legislation ts aoco• 
\ 

pan1ed by red(istribution ot land in t·avo·ur ot the 

trntouc)lables·, it is ille:tfectiv:e. The Untouchables are 
' . . . 

competing among themselves and thus their unity,.ts 

Unless there is change in the productiou . 
, . , relationships, the social 1egt.slat1on in tavour ot the 

Scheduled Castes wo11ld remain a dead.letter. 

Srin1vas17 in his study of the village in Mysore 

refers· to Untouchables, Among the Untouchables are 

cul ti va tors ( chakars or beredi taey village serv ant.s) 

· and landless agricultural labourers. In the traditional 

rural economy, ownership ot land t s the most important 
h!J.~ 

source ot.wealth. Be~discovered that when a member ot 

low caste owns some land,. there 1s a tendency on his 

part to Sanskrl tize his wqs and customs. He obsen:ea 

that since the Untouchables are and were very poor, it 

is likely that some of the traditional servant-master 

16 •. Epstein, s. ( 197.5)& fjuth Indlat Ye.sterdax bday; 
and Tomo.rrows Hysore Yllage Bevisi!£ed. kaoMtilan 
Press ttd .. -_, London. PP• 189~190. 
Srini vas. U.N. Op.ci t. ( 1955). 
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re.lationsh1ps were reinforced b)' tenancy contractual 

servantship, debtorship and other ties as well. He 

says that tile Jeeta servaatshlp (contractual servantship) 
~ . 

ditters trom traditional servantship in which a poor 

man contracts to seJ,"Ve a weal thter man for fixed period 

of time. 

···its-castes ani sub~castes reiers to Untouchablle; whose 

lowest rankiug 1 s due to pollution. r.tle Untouchables 

are excluded trom religious system (except on some 
< 

ocoassions) but included ln econollilc system; He shows 
i 

that the Village today is scene# ot change as well as 

ot oont1nui ty. Beals19 also reveals that the. ·untouchable a 

(Kad1gas) were excluded from m~ forms of social parti• 

cipation and 110st of them were Jeeta-servant s. Because 

of interplay of external Change - producing factors :Ln 

the external environment of village~traditional relat1on­

ships.h•e ceased to exist (thus, the Jeeta se:rTants to 

agr1cul tural labour) since it was difficult to collect 

their traditional dues. 

18. Jsbwaran, K. Op;.oit. (1966). 
19. Beals,. Alan1 ( S.9SS)t ~Interplay Among Factors ot 

Change 1n Mysore Village, Namahalli•. Village 
I :fit' Studies in the 11 ttle community. Marriot 
M · m (Bd.), The University ot Ch1kago Press, 
pp, 78-101. .. 
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the ,studies on 'Untouchables ot other states are 
' • I I • 

a1 so conducted, :tor example, b7 Le.acht Beteillet Sunanda 

Patwardhan, Saoh:ldanand and others • lle~e among tbem the 
• 

. important one is tbat o.f Beteill~ (1966). Bis stud,-2° 

pertains to the relationshiP among the Brahmins, tbe 

non-Brahmins 8lld the A4i-Dravi4as .. th' Untouchable . . . ~ ~. 

castes (Paraiya and Palla) ot' ..,tll~e in Tamil Nadu. 
~ . - . \" . 

Be shows that ho:\f the.oaste.system· overlaps -e class 

structure to, a lal"ge · extent although certaiil aspects 

of life as .landownership,. occupation, etc. are not 

·4ependent Upon caste as betore. 

Gough~U. has sbcrwn that how the social system of 

Kumbappattai ~tllage ts undergoing .social change due to 

internal changes aJJd dependence on a wider eeonomy. 

fhe eYents at Kambapettai ha.i brokell. the traditional 
·, . .. . 

local social st~ture. She re!D$rks t.hat the evente 

have led to a break down of some o~ tbe taboos that 

keep the castes apart and in hlerarch:tal ,order. She 

also points out that they have led to a UD1on o:t diffe• 
f 

rent people :troa different castes and thus a class 

consciousness ~as emerged to improve lite chances. 

20. 
21. 

Betellle, A. 
Gough, E.K. 

Op.oi t .• (1966). 
Op.cit. (t95S). 
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fhe 441-Dra'V'idll$ (Pa.llans, Chakkallyans am P~ayas) 

•ere the aanoultural eerts of the l.andowad.ng castes ln 

the traditional ecoi10J9'·· And ftlllcu:ag them too, revolution-
• 

ary changes h~'f'e taken plaee (:rree labourers emergect in 

a body against landlords and hoisted the Communist flag). 
. ' . 

Sunanda. Patwardhan22 hal\1 analysed. the lp.nd and 
. , ' ' 

degree .o:t social ~6bility aJnODg the seheduled·,castefi lD 

Poona city. Her study concerns a few important l1ntouoha• 

bles groups ot Maharashtra. Amons them is· the ltllolar" 
' ·.' ' . 

caste (Boleya caste) which has migrated from Karnataka 
• ;; . I ' ' 

state. She says that urban area is a more :tlexible tiel4 
,· 

of interaction .tor Scheduled castes. She has observed 
' 

that caste 'f'alues and norms continued to be operative 

in certain areas including poll tical, ·but at the tiame 

time1 there is strengthening a.lld crystalization o:t 

relations on caste lines. Thus, lhe has stated that the 

vertical movement on the class line is still limited 1:t 

all the scheduled castes are taken together. Economic 

1l&•llff~dness and slum like 11 ving condi tiona ext st among 

all the groups._ She has also stated that there is some 

horizontal mobility and urbanization~& thts. trend• 

.aa. sundnda Patwardhan. (1971f)J "Aspects of Social 
MObility Among Scheduled Castes in Poona" Urban 
Sooiologx 1n IncU. a, M .. s.A. Rao (Bel.) Orient Long­
man, PP• ]09•3'7. 
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Bailey• s studyil reveals that. 1 t was not easy 

tor the polluting castes to ~ttain higher r1 tual, status 

either through acquisition ot wealth or through educa-. . 
• tion or by Other means. Thus, vertical mobility is 

difficult in .-ural context. Be observed that there is 

difficult tn crossing the ·barrier ·Of Untouchability. 
::_,. 

In sp1 te of their acquiring a better economic status, 
' 

th.e Boad outcastes were unable to improve their soci a1 

status. This is because the upper castes did not approve 

the Boads' efforts to Sanskritise the~selves. 

fhe Census. reports and the Gazetteers have also 

described some aspects .of the Untouchables. Tb~y point 

out that besides traditional occupations the Untouchables 

ha:ve taken mainly to cultivation and agricultu.r.al labour. 

'l'he Census2'* contains ethnographic ~tes on c~rtain 
Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes of .Karnataka~ For 

inst~ce• it has referred to Begar25 or Byggar.a castes 

as synoaymjlstO Holeyas. Begar is a sub•caste Boleya. 

Begar means a person Wbo works without remuneration. 

thus, Begar is a forced or compulsory Bi tti Maduvav~ 

2:5. Batley, F.G. Op.cit. (1957). • 
24. Census of India, 1961, &sore,. Vol. XI, Part•V•B. 
25.:· Ibid. pp. 1-16. 
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forced labour w1 tbout rem,.aeration. Tracli t1onally1 · 

they formed a class of Village servants. Tbeir 4nat 
was to assist state officials and they were ~so expected 

• 
to serve Kulkarni and Patll. Other tasks assigned to 

them were digging the graves tor higher castel't disposing 
' 

dead animals and soaYangtng (not cleaatng night soil). 

However, this fo:r:ced labour. was abolished in 1950. 

and agricultural•lalaour·bave become important occupations 

.tor Segar·. The Census· also pointed out· that· Begars do 

not have patron;..olient: relationships idth the landed 

castes ·groups. But they work on a causal basis or on 

annual contract •. 

The Hysore Popul~tion Stud,t6: Report ot Pield 

Survey, carried out by United Nations tn selected area• 

of X,sore atate has tried to outline co~~eerted efforts 

required to improve the level of tbe Scheduled caatea 

aact ·scheduled tribe groups. It has said that these 

groups by tradition have not had sufficient opportunities 

86. United Nations (1961)& The Mxsore Population Study: 
Beport of ~Field Survey carried out in Selected 
:feas oz Mysore .state. lntU a, Department of Econo­

cs and Social. Affairs~ New York, PP• 56-210. 
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.ill education., .representation ln government processes and 

other sphere• of encl~avour. It has diseovered that in 

present-day Hindu. society, the Scheduled Caste oceup~ on 

the whole, a relat:111'ely low position in the scale ot social 
• 

status and illater1al well•be1ng, and the non .... backward classes 

on the,l1fbole, enjoy the highest position. • 
the Untouchables remained tor a ·long period in a 

state of poverty as :an immobile class. But with their entry 

lnio ·open system• some of 1 ts members are acquiring secular 

posit:lonslf. · '!heir olm and government efforts 'to improve 
., . .;: 

or to uplitt have at:tected the traditional social post tion. 
. . \ 

'!'hough the land is ooncentrated 1n a iew hands of upper 
• 1\ 

castes, the changes in political. system have transfered 
'· 

the ~ompos:l tion of traditional status. There is also a 

new pattern:of landownership. 
' UY\. . . 

fhe social distinctions are L__iiffected lor in the 

traditional s.Oheme of values the owner was .socially superior 

and the tenant was socially inferiol" • By contrast many 

peasants and landlords belonging to upper castes have taken 

lands belonging to Untouchables on lease etc • 
' 

Because ot emp~~nt opportunities• though limited, 

the Untouchables are becoming relatively free labourer• 

and are entering into competitive economic acti.S.ties. 

a?. Please see alsoa Weber Max. Op.ctt. pp. 111-111. 
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'ln the first Chapter we have studied the soical 

strati fie ation in general and particular. Social ln­

equality is seen from two angles. One is in terms o( 

social position in social hierarchy and the other is tn 

~erms of economic position • income, property etc. 

Vtttouchabili'ty and caste system are unique .features 
• 

ot Indian society. Every indiVidual-aember of caste 

group has two statuses in rutal India: namely1 ascribed 

status and achieved status. .Ascribed status in rural 

India is associated wi tb ritual .status. In general, · 

ritual hierarchy and economic hierarchy have gone hand 

·in hand as tar as the Untouchables are conoerned, Hence,· 

ascribed status has remained forever, whereas the achie­

ved status has been prone to chaDge. In case o:r Un­

touchables, their *itual status occupies the bottoa ot 

caste hierarchy. Therefore, any change ln econold,o 

and political position does not meceasartly lead to 

change in ascribed status at theoretical level. But, 

at the behavioural level, the achieved status underalne• 

the ascribed role in rural lnd1a. 

In the second Chapter, we have dealt with socio­

eoonomlc relations in rural India ld th reference to 

Untouchables, ln the first seot1on of the Chapter, we 

have examined the social organization o:t Hindu sooiet)' 
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whicb vas characterized as Chatun-arna at all•Ind.ia. 

level and caste· .system at village level. Certain 

occupations were monopolized by certain castes who"' 

were not allowed to change them. However, the "Apa4 
• 

• Dharma• prortded: many provisions to. the caste Htn~us 

(Brahmins·,· Itsh$tria and Ya1shya) to enter into other 

aotivi ties~ And the caste Hindus .also undermined 

. thftir· ancestral ·pro!te'&sions, Which 414 Dot warrant 811)" 

( 
~ . 

serious punishment,. But .• the 1.,ver caste• Su4ras and 
. .~ . 

. Ufltouchables) .wer~ subJec.ted to social disab111 ties. 

' · Th& ottenders were subject to cruel punishment. 

•'' · ·fhe Untouchables were IUiown·as ioutcastef or 
'Avarnas• ~ fhe Untouchables had become viotiJll$ ot 

Brahminical customs. Besides. detil1ng, occupations, 

·they also performed manual work 'tlhich was only ao. 

alternative tor ·their survival. Their ascribed status . 
which made them remain as servants and manual labourers. 

The Untouchable communi ties as a whole live in a state 

ot servitude. fbe spatial segre&ation and ritual pollu­

tions have contributed to ld.den the gap between the 

caste-Hindus and the Untouchables trom economic 8114 

poll tical point ot 'tiew. 

Denial of right to property, education an4 poli­

tical participation have made tbe Untouchables handio~pped 
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1a leadlpg an ltoaorable lite tn rural ln.Ua. ~owle• 
. . 

taeleas and powerless lntouchablee rema,.lned in state 

of ignorance of their own positton in society. 

were alten~ted from the real Y~llage life. 
• 

. If th4! · Untouchables became 1nnovat1 ve or enter­

pr1s1Dih the high east~ Hindus did not encoqrage them, 
' 

because 1 t was tel t to be preswnptlous behaviov. Bence 

the Untouchables continued to· abide by tradt tional 
l., ' 

oeeupat1ons. 

Xn.the .second.section, we have analysed tbe,'qa 

System ln which the Untouchables ·have a1 so plqed tile 
I 

role ot qagars. Thetr serv~ces yielded mere ·subs1 stenoe • 

. -·the patr~n-client_ relations wer~ .supported by theolo· 

g1eal ideas. Ther,etore, there were huaonious az¥1. 

reciprocal relations among the caste Hindu landlorde 

and the Vntouchable•servants ~r labourers. 

fhe Untouchables were at the bottom o.t blerarohy 

of Ayagars who oocup~d ritual positions in the village. 

~hough the Aya relations are not strong still the system 

exists. 

lD the ·third section, we have examined th• rights 

1n land and ownership with reterenee to Untouchables. 

fhe right to own l~d and property were denied to 
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Untouchables. These rights were given by sa.ere4 Hindu 

texts 1n traditional society. The Untouchables dtd :not 

ha:ve equal rights to the possession and alienation o:t 

• l:tfort s on the part of Vntouohables to enjoy 

these rights vere suppressed by oaste Hindus. 

there were.two except~ons to the denial of rights 
' . ~ . . . 

~ 

.1~ land. Firstlf• .. that the owned. piece of AY.a land and 

secondly,. the burial .land.. The yiel.4s :tro.m both the 

lands were so small that their survival depended on 

And.that alternative vocation was 
~ I , • 

agriculture or ~anual labour. Thus. the Untouohablee 
' . . ' . . . ' 

had unequal rights in land • 
.... ' ' ' ·- ' 

Generally,, dttring Brl t:tsh. rule the Untouchable 

village servants received Inam land for their services 

as remuneration. Thus; the Untouchables were enabled .. 

to carry on limited .agricultural act1Vi ties on thei.r 

small plots of land. ibeir entry in agriculture ara4ua­

~ly followed rights in land in terms of legal ownership 

which is the basis ot security. T.hus, the real parti• 
,, 

cipation in agriculture started very late •. 

Xn the third Chapter, we have exam1ned the early 

land system in general and particularly land ownership 

pattern and the agrarian status o:t the Untouchables in 
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rural Karnataka. The earlier land system cons1 sted o~ 

pollgars (defeated Ohie~tains) and .Ayagars. Among the 

twelve hereditary occupational representatives (Ayagars) 
• the Uilteuchable .Ayagars shared the Aya system, The 

Untouchable .Ayagars' land was also subject to alienation 

at the will of the master. 

Under Inamdari system (duriug British period); 

··all service Inaltls were held by the servants. But the 

Untouchable sen-ants held even less land than the other 

-caste•H1nfiu servants~ Thus, the upper castes owned. 

larger proportion ~f land 1~ .the village. They invoked 

the .authority (social sanctions and customs etc.) to 
' 

sustain their highe:r economic position. ln the agrarian 

hierarchy, the Untouchables oe':upied the position ot either 

under-tenant or landless agricultural labour. 

As there was a close associa~1on between caste 

hierarchy and agrarian hierarchy, the Untouchables shared 

•ervile status wi~h tev rights and more disabilities. 

Majority of Untouchables were either serfs or slaves. 

The institution of servi tu.de and serfdom bad the support 

of Varnasharma Dharma. Their relations were 1nsti tutiona• 

lized. And the serts and slave$ accepted their position 

of ascribed status rela'tions. i'he relationships were 

maintained by religious ideas which tallt1oned as a&ents 

of social c;~ontrol. 
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In the :first section of the :fourth Chapter, we 

have examined the measures taken by the goverllBlent to 

enhance agricultural development and to ~egulate ,the 
' ' . 

relations between landlords an4 tenants. Some commi•' 

ttees were appointed by the gover~ent to reeommena 
' • I • 

suggestions, ~llldari and inallldar1 system were abolished. 
~ .. .. 

' " 

IIowever·, the 1 and re'form Acts had loopholes an4 hence 

the tenants• rights wel"e teebl·e. 

,also took more time to implement. 
' . 

'The land measures· 

the planned economic development had two important 

objectives to achieve • '!'hey were economi~ growth and 

the improvement 1n agrariaD relatioDS. All these measu-
'' 

res have affected the traditional economy. In Karnataka, 

all villages have come Wider tbe Rai twari system, and 
, 

the land is owned unequally. Micro-level studies have 

shown that there is no reduction in the concentration 

of land. 

In case ot Untouchables• who were almost landless 

agricultural labourers, a number of them have become 

tenants and pett,v agriculturists. This has afrected the 

system o:f cu•alative inequalities. And~~ocess ot 

open system of stratification has begun. 
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lu. -the second section we have . analysed the chau.g• 
I . ' 

ing occupational pattern ot Untouchables. The percentaae 

<ot agrioul ture labour aa.dng Untouchables i.s bigha:r 'than , 
:that :o·t. the caste Hindu agricultural labourers. Ill case 

of Untouehable•oultivators, their percentage is also low. 

IVe'n t'n the noa-agricul tural sector• the percent.age ot 

JJ'ntouchables- '• manufacturing, industry and ·trade an4 

oo•eree 1 s low against the general populati o.n. the 
~ - . ~ ~ 

proportion of workers ln construction and other services 

is. higher. than that of the general population. 

Where the unskilled and. manual labour :f.s required, 

the proportion ot Untouchables is slgriitioantly higher 
·i 

than the caste Hindus. The Untouchables are engaged in 

less re•un&ra•tve jobs. ~e occ~pations which include 

ovnershlp and sk1llt the pmport1on ot ·•ntouchables in 

that is low. This also iaplies their backwardness. 

In the third section, we have examined the land• 

holding patterns. which consist ot three categories, namely, 

small, medium and large. The proportion of Untouchables 

cultivating households in the small size holding is more 
' 

than 60 per cellt (general populati-on '*' per cent only). 

the proportion of the Unto~:~chable oultivator.s ill the 

aed1um slze hold1 ng is also less. than others. I.D the 
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thtrct category oi large stie .... olcUng, the .pl'Oporti·on of 

Untouchable cultivators is quite low, i •e.•t 7 ,go per cent 

against 19 ~78 per cent ot gener.al popUlation. , 
Host of tbe' Village iand ts owned by thtr 'upper 

oastes~. Moreover., the land 'owned by the Untouchables , ·. 

1s less tertile •. The tenancy has consisted o:f dUferent 

typeso:t tenant~. namely; ownel'-tenants· and landless• 

tenants. The tenants till the land on the bas1~s of; · 

sitare-oropptng and leasing~· 'lb~ tenUre: in ttd·s system 

is not pe~manent. a.Dd'the. tenant has· no' special right to 

hold the land. ln the systea of leasing, a :tised. amount 

ot lJIOaey o~ quantity of grain 18 pald to landlord. In 

1 t the tenure which is· fixed ,eneourages the tenants to 

invest more and to .produce 110re. 

Inapt te of th.e tenancy entorcement* the landlord• 

have not disclosed the actual amount of land owned. And 

due to the .fear of not getting land oa lease tile tenant.s 

also have not demanded documents from the landlord., 

Generally the landlords ,have tavo\lred near kin persons 

to be their tenants. 

the tenancy system is practised by the poor Untou­

chables as a means to pay off their debt. Inability to 

pay back the lease amount htts'';' led to the eviction o:t 

Untouchables by the landlords. 
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In the :tourth section• we have analysed the 

dtst·rtbutton o:t untouchable-cultivators and agricultural 

l·abourers11n different districts ot Xarnataka. We hav• 
I also examined the benefits of new agricultural strategy. 

The proportion ot· cul t1 vators · among Untouchables is less . . 
than the average population of the etate, "ftbereas the 

proportion of agricultural laboure.rs is greater than ht.e. 

state average. Tbus, the agricultural labour torce is . . 

high among the Untouchables working force :ln rural 
• 

Karnataka. !heir proportions a• cul t1 vators and. agricul­

tural labourers have varied trom district to. district ot 

,Karnataka. The high concentration of agrioul tural. labour 

is 1n Bidar; Bijapur1 Dharwar and SOuth Xanara districts. 

f.bis-shows their economically w~ak position. 

the cultivation by the Untouchables is carried out 

without hired labour trom caste Hindus. The benefits ot 

agricultural developm.ent have gone to large i'armers who 

are caste Hindus. The Untouchable small and marginal 

farmers have not adequately received ~he be.nei"its. The 

aTerage daily wage :rate (for example, 11. a to ') of agrt .... 

cultural labourer is not.sutficient. Expenditure on 

non-productive items is made by borrowing money 1roa 

JtJOney lenders or landlords. 
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In the fl:tth section we have 'dealt with the 

pro'blem of bonded labouJ" and the Mirdmu Wage's Act. 

The borrowed money 1 s paid ott by , eu.terlng into an 

agreement (orally or written) to work :tor the money 

lender. It ts olte ot the ways to clear ott debt. 

Host ot the bcuided labourers come from Untouchable 
\ -

families. As in earlier ·days, wherein the semi-slave 

I 

system· prevai"led, in :modern India also a. similar system 

- the bonded labour - ts prevailing ·in (the rural: .economy) 

·sarnataka· •. , There are _different forms o~ bonded labour 

system. It is Jllainly. because of poverty and ignorance. 

lhe Untouchables could not· pq oft the debt 

because it cartied e~orbttant interest~ Bence tbey 

were compelied to work as bonded labourers: Moreover, 

·the· money-lenders who were also generally landlords 

favoured tbts system. · ln ~be busy. sowing or harvest 

season• tbey did not face the! se.arcity of labQur S.:f 

they had bonded ·labourer-s. This system is o!ten main• 

tained in disguis-'4 form (to escape bonded labour 

abolition law). Here. the caste-relations and personal 

relations helpdto sustain it. 

Wherever the bonded labour system exists• it 

shows acute poverty, lack ot awareness,and ignorance. 
, 
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It also reveals the .failure of implementation of Mini•WD 

Wages Act. IJ.be .l"ates of daily wages have ohange4 troa 

region to region. The wages are not revited ade,uately 
I 

aloq with rising prices which ha'4)e affected the staDdarcl 

ot ·livi~. They live in the worst possible condi~ion. 

There ~s no organized labour movement among the Untouoba .. 
I· ,, 

bles to t~ke adVantages o:t legislation etc. 

~e agricultural labou~ers who perform al_l kinds 

of manual work depend on caste Hindus. Their •a&es are 
: ' . 

paid in cash and kin(}. . There are reciprocal relat1oll8 
. ' 

between· the· Untouchables and the Cas.te Hindus. l'heir 

lan4owl!-er•labour relatlons are reshaped by customs ancl 

caste previleges. Tberetore, the relatiQDS between high 

caste landowners and high caste labourers ~fter troa 

that ot high caste landowners and low caste labourers. 

the labourers who are. Untouchables are looked down upon 

by the caste Hindu landlords as well as. caste Hindu 

labourers. fhus, the non-untouchable labourers reoe1v• 

better treatment than Untouchable 1L6ourers. !he Untou. 

chable labourers are usually addressed with abusive words. 

In the ~ifth Chapter we have dealt 1vith change• 

in agrarian relations. Though there is agricultural 

development in rural Xarnataka1 the traditional social 

relations of caste Hindu master and the Untouchable 
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agricultural labou~rs are still maintained because of 

their· regard to caste. However, the tradi't:lonal mutual . 
eoonomto ties between them are changing. But this 

process o.t change has not yet led to agrari ail unrest ' 

or confiict .tn .rural Ka.rnataka as it ls touncl els-.where. 

be p%"ocess .of econold.c sa.nskrt tt•ation has 
I , • l 

revealed that the change in economic. stat'!s influences 
,, 

other relations a1; behaVioural level~ . Bence ritual 

relations are also affected. Broadly. speaki.Dii, ·econold.o . ,, . 
development and consciousness of one•s own social po,si .. 

• . ' ' . 

tion have become the main impetus o.t· social change~ 
• 

f.hust the Untouchables who were in the state ot 

11Uft0b1le-class tn closed system have entered relatively 

open system. This process is accompanied by horizontal 

change 8lllong Untouchable castes within a vertical setup. 

In this dissertation I bavo relied on secondary 

documents, reports etc. I intend to select on or two 

villages ~or do~ng fieldwork, in the next phase ot ay 

research work leading w Ph.D. fhis ti eld work would 

involve observation and interviewfiil• Thus, on t.he basis 

ot primary data, I intend to turtber examine the agrarian 

relations pertaining to the Scheduled Castes ot Karnataka. 

The main emphasis in the next phase would be on the 
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· ex·allination o;t transit1 on :trom the cl·ose4 to open 
system of agrarian stratification. This would reveal 

·the changing dimensions and the new patterns in the 
I 

field of agrarian relatious in Karnataka. 
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APPENDIX .NQ .• '1:.. ·.wt:th reference to .Chapter Two., page-43 - . . . 

·In December,, :19:50, the JCallar in Ramnacl profounded 

elght prohibitlfns,. ·They .. werea .. 

{i) that . the :Adi~Dra'Vi dfi e shall not wear ornament 1ot 
! • 'I 

gold or si'lv'er;' 

{11) that.th~ 'mal~s ·should not ·wear their clothes ·below 

th~knees or above the hips; 

(t11) that the males should not wear coats or shirts 

or ban1yans; 

(lv) no Adi•Dravtda shall be allowed to have his hair 

cropped) 

(v) that the Adi-Dravida should not use other than 

earthen-ware vessels in their homes; 

(vi) that their women shall not be allowed to cover 

the upper portion of their bodies by clothea or ravukvais 

or thavanies; 

(Yl1)) their women shall not be allowed to use flowers 

or suffron paste; and 

(viii) the men shall not use umbrellas tor protection 

against sun and rain, nor they should wear sandals. 

Again in June, 1931, eleven prohibitions were 

profounded as original eight were not satisfactorily 

observed by the .Ad1-Dravidas. 'lJiey weres 

( 1) The Adi•Dravid.a and DeV"endrakula Velalars should 

not wear cloths below their knees. 
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(2) t~e men and women ot the above said depressed classes 

should not wear gold t]ewels. 

(3) Their women should carry water only in mud pots and 

not in copper or brass vessals. 
, 

'· ~ l . 

(4~ Their children should not read and get themselves 
. ' .. 

11 terate or. educated. 

(5) The clii'ldren should b~ asked only to tend the cattle 

·· ot · tbe · Mirasdars*' 

( 6) . Their' men ana.' lfomen should ·wo.rk as slaves ot the 

,firasdars .111 thei.r resuective ~Pannals;. 

( 7) Tbey should not cultivate the land ei tber ·on war all ot-

. lease from the Ml rasdars •. 

(8) They must sell al'iaY their own lands to Mirasdars· of 

the 'Village at very cheap rates, and i·t they do not do so, 

.no water will be allowed to them to irrigate their lands. 

Even if something is grown by the help of rain-water the crop 

L(9) should be robbed awa.y, when they are ripte for harvest ·L They 

J!lUSt work as coolie§ from 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. under the M1ras­

dars And their wages shall be for men ••· 0.4•0 (25 paise) 

per day and :for women Rth 0•2-0 ( 12 pa1 se) per day,,. 

(to) The above· said communities should not use Indian 

Huslc (Melam, etc.) in their llarriage and other celebrations. 

(11) They must stop their babit of going on a horse in 

procession before tying the Thali thread in Marriage and they 
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aust use their house doors as a palanquin tor the 

marriage processions and no vehicle should be used by t 

'' 'them for any purpose. 

I 

Source: lJuoted from Button, J .H. Caste In lndia: Its 
nature; Function and Origins, Oxford University 
Press, Delhi·. pp. · 205-206. 
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APPENDIX NO" 2 With Reference to Chapter Four 1 page ... 78. 
/ . 

/ 
DISTRIBUTION OF LAND ACCORDING TO CASTES AND FAMILIES 

Name of the 
s.No. caste 

1. Jangama 

a.·· Sadar. 

3•, Pancbamasala 

4··· Kumbara. 

S.. . . . Badapad 

Brahmin 

Panch ala 

a. ltammara 

9.. Komati 

. 10. . Telagu Kumbara 

11. Nayak 

12. Kayara. 

13. Agasa 

14• Vra Nayak 

15. Pinjara 

16. !(hal uwa.d1 

17. .Hadi,g 

TOTAL 

No. of 
tamilies 

24 

128 

tJ 
2. 

8 

1 

I 

1~ .. 

,1 

' 37 
18' 

2 

' 7 

! 

J2 

Per­
~ent• 
age 

•• 06 

42.96 

4.37 

0.67 

2.68 

o., ... 
o.67 

4.04 

0.34 

1.01 

12.42 

6.0l! 

0.67 

1.01 

2.,, 
0,62 

11.7S 

298 100.00 

Landowned by 
each caste 
(in aor~s) 

Per­
cept­
age. 

280 8.71 

2246.10 76.14 

90 a·.so 
35 1·~09 

28 

2 

21 

82 

52 

20 

-
62 

-

-
-

0.87 

o.o6 
. 0.65 

2~55 

1.62 

0.62 

-

1,.00 

Source: Quoted. from: Gurumurthy, K.G.(1976h Kallapura A 
South Indian Village, Karnataka University Dharwar 
p.· 79. 



APPENDIX NO. 3. With re~erence to Chapter Four, ·page-95": 
. ; ., 

BXT~NT OF LANDS AlLOTTED '1'C? sc/ST SINCE INDEPENDENCE 

( upto three plan periods) . 

================================================' 
· s.No •. 

.• 

• ~ t ~~~ , I' 

. . ' - . . .. 
'., 2~ 

;·. 

• r • . 

8~ 

9 . . . 
10~ 
' 

11· •. 

12~ 

13~ 

14. 
'. 

Name of the State 
· .. ; 

· . · Andhr·a Pradesh 

·Assam 

Bihar 

Gujarath 

Kerala 
. t·~ .. ' ~. ;~< ' •"' 
Jladhya Pradesh , 

' ... 

My sore 

Orissa 

Punjab 

Rajasthan 

Tamil Nadu 
l ... 

I 
Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 

'' 

Bxtent of the 
land distributed 
in lakh a.cre.s. 

. ,. 

.13·.090 

2.020 

5.064 

3.332 
I ., 

0.484 

23·%57 

6.407 

7.226 

1.663 

1.699 
28.350 

.. ~: ~ ~.;:"'• 
3.111 

-. • I 

9.442 

1.220 

' . 

~ ' ' 

So.urce: fhe Report of the Commissioneer for SC/d, 
·1969-70; Min1·stry ot Bome A:Ctairs, Govt! of 
India, New Delhi, 1970. P• 71. 
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