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PREFACE

Indian military history has too often been narrowiy
conceived, concerning itself only with the clash of armies
on the battlefield., This blinkeced vision has produced
glossy coffee-table books and;dullvregimental histories.
Vhat is forgetten 1s that armies are not-mgrely war machi-
nes but also social institutions. The task, then, is to
escape from the minutae of battle and the broad strokes of
strategy, to topple warfare from its dominant positian. i
attempt a social history.

The protagonists are the state and the sepoy. The
state t#ieditc diseipline ihé'sepoy, to~m6u1d his mind to
campiemént hié unifornm; he tried to remain himself, to
preserve traditional éalueg, to retain the comfort of a
| world that was familiar. The story is one of conflict,

It deals with how the army was used, how it was fecruitedg,
”1nspired‘and éontrolled, It also deals with who the Bombay
' sepoy'ﬁas; why he enlisted, what he did, and what he felt.

‘There is much in the story of pay and pension, the
rigours of duty, the crushing weight of regulation and
authority. There are small details and large emotions.
Men étruggle to find their footing in‘a'convuLSZd world.
We see glimpses of despair and hope. The men do more than
enter a new profession, they embark on a new vay of life,

- Their behaviour is often curious. Defying the dic-
| taté of society, the Bombay sepoys risked ostracism in -
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crossing the seas. Brahmin and Maratha sepoys marched
to the commands of Maher and Jewish officers, Men of all
castes 1ived; fought and died togetherézgglf thé Bombay
‘army consisted of Hindustani men_whoée,éélativés in the
Bengal Army demanded and obtained every concession to
their caste, And in an age notfrious for the clambur of
mutinous troops, the silence df the Bombay sepoy wvas
striking, The absence of any mutiny in the almost two
hundred yearslof its exisfence made the Bombay Army unigue
In the eyes of its contemporaries, the'éride of its
chroniclers. |

I have consulted a variety of sources: the reports
of Commissions of Inéuiry, together with the testimonies of
- witnesses; general orders and military regulations, muster
rolls and ipspection records; personnel files; mimtes of
senior officials; memoirs and correspondence, This is
the voice of authority. But i1f we listen carefully, the
murmﬁrings of the sepoys can also be heard, -

The questions are mainly about Bombay, yet in a
‘broader sense I have tried to understand how an army was
built up from the people of India themselves, which in the
end brought and kept its own country under the sway of its

foreign masters,
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CHAPTER I

AN

TH&E MILITARY FQUNDATIONS OF THE RAJ

"The empire has been acquired, and must
be maintained, by the sword, It has no
foundation, and (15 not capable of having.
any made, that can divest it of this
character.”

- John Mzlcolm

fThe time may come when we shall find
ovrr best safeguard in the hearts of a
grateful people = but that time has not
yet come, nor is there a near prospect
of its advent. The sword vhether in the
hand or in its scabbard, has yet its
work to do."

= John lLawrence

In the beginning the:\aﬁ were chowkidarsg guarding
factory' aettlemezitso then mercenaries hired out to the
highest bidder, finally, sprang forth the ubiquitucus
~ agents of the paramount power in India,

Metamorphosizied by the gold of wariring Rajas eager to
rey for their services, "the rabble of peons" demanded cash
payments, which often failing, land assignments took their
place, Like Ganesha at Kubera's feast, vhere the guest's
greed consumed the host, kings first mortgaged their re-
venues, then lost their kingdoms in paying for the troops
they had engaged .- |
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The policy of "troops for territory" secured the
British the Diwani of Bengal, the vhole of the Coromandel
and most of the western coast. iarge revenues financed
larger armies that checked Hyder, destroyed Tippu, expelled
the French and reduced the Marathas.1

Subsidiary alliances cemented political paramountcy.
A vast 'protection-racket! on an imperial scale, it guaran-
te?d the position of a prince by reducing him to a vassal.
To ensure that enemies turned allies stayed allied, British
troops were received and maintained by the Indian State.z
The process of shifting the burden of military finance onto
_ the Princes was campiete,' By 1832 thé payment by Indian
States for specified numbers of British troops amounted in
revenue to the entire military expenses of.Benga1.3 , |
| The failure to find paymasters amongst Indian fhrones
condemned Bombay to obscurity. Though the first sepoy units
had been reised in Bombay in 1668, the llabilities of the
Presidency retarded the growth of its army.” Powerful

1 - Evidence of Richard Jenkins former Resident at

Gwalior and Nagpur., Pp. Commons 1831-32,“vol. 14,
' 735 vi. ppo 24"250 , '

2 For the provisos of a typical subsidiary treaty wvith
' an Indian State see: Pp. Commons, 183132, vol. 14.
735 vie ppo iv=v, -

'3 Evidence of Richard Jenkins, former Resident at
Gealior and Nagpur. Ibidg, P .25.

In 1837 the military zges of the Bengal PresidencZ5

amounted to k. 3959,009 Pp. Commons 1847, vol.
Paper 88, pp. 2=3.

4 Cadell, History of the Bombay Army, Longmans Green
and Company, %%33, Peo e '
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neighbours confined Bombay to a handrul of isolated settle-
mentes « Salsette (1774),, the harbour 1slands (1771;), Bankot
(1756), and surat (1800).5 Attempts at expansion by backing
Raghoba for the Peshwa'a gaddi. ended disastrously, the army
surrendermg en masse at Wadgaon to Nena Fhadnavis, Bailed
out ﬂnancially and militarily by Benga]., sidelined in the
campaigns of Clive and Coote, Wellesley and Lake, the great
days of the Bombay Army lay m the ni.neteenth cezrhury°6
~ The fine]l Maratha defeat in 1818 transformed Bombay
from a trading tom to the éapi.“cal of a ].arge pravince.,.
Bombay acquired the entire Dacoan from the Satpura Hills in
the north to Mysore in the south, VWith this great arc went
the centre of Maratha powei‘,' the Western Ghats and tho
DATTOY coastal plain of the Konkan., The acquisition of
territory at the head of the gulf of Cambay and the suhser-
vience of the Gaikwad, of Baroda gave the Qompany control of
the coast line north from Bombay to the borders of Kutch
and Ss.ndh.7 _
Subsidi@ry princes financed the costs and effects of
expansion. As early as 1814 Poona arnd Baroda maintained
sixty per cent of the regular Bombay native mfantryo The

5 ggg ‘Imperial Gazetteer of India - 1908, vol. v;!.:l.ﬂ.n Po

6.

7 A,C, Staples, "Indian Maritime Transport in 1840u
&“D" 19709 v010 79 NOQ 1, ppg 62‘63'

8 In 1814 Bombay Natj.ve Infantry of the line consisted
of 18,319 rank and file of which 10,078 composed the
forces subsidised by the Peshva and the Gaikwad. Bom

Mily. Des. to Court dated 21st September 1814, para
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Poora territories annéxed, Baroda became the chief milch
cow of Bombay,. 'Greatex_‘ administrative expenséé were de~
frayed by greater. exactions from the Gaikwad, By treaty,
Baroda received and maintained 4,000 native inféntry,, two
- regiments of cavalry and a company of artillery '-and pioneers,
-On a lesser scale, the Raje of Kutch maintained a regiment
- of ‘native' infantry and an artiilery -detacmmt'.g
o Despite subsidized expansion administraiive charges
crippled Bombay.  The annexation of the Deccan, Khandesh,
Karnat:;:c ﬂam_l Konkan doubled land reverme fro;:\%? lakhs in
1817 'to:%&fgo crores in 1\922’.10 ?‘,.bt fell short of the in-
creased administrative expenses, In 1831 the paraphernalia
of -govérnment consumed & 3,600,841 while revenue only fet-
ched £ 2,421,443 leaving a deficit of & 1,179,398, 11

John Malcolm, the Governor of Bombay, complained that
the generally unproductive territories of Bonibay could 111
afford the high expenses tolerated in rich provinces, The
expenditure on Her Majesty's corPs , one Dragoon and |
four infantry regiments, consumed & great part of the re=
venue .1}2' Besides Bombay's burden was disportibmately heavy.

9 Lt. Colonel Boivnecoalito ToM, Villiers, dated Sth
- ?ﬁgch 1832, Pp Commons 1831=32, vol. 14, 735 vi, Ppo

10  Minute on Bombay Land Revenue, dated India Board, 9th
‘March 1847. Pp Lords, 1852, vol. 12, Paper 147, p. 38.

11  Statement of the €harges of the Civil and Military
| Adninistration of the Three: Fresidencies of India..,.
ﬂ%v Comomo. 1831=32, vol, 10, Appendix No. 279 Po 412,

12 Minute on the Administration of the Bombay Government,
dated 30th November 1830 by Jchn Melcolm. Pp, Commons.,
1831“‘32, VOJ.Q 109 Appendﬁt NOQ 315 PPo 1"18“1‘190
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The Indian army protected an extensive and profitable com=~
nerce benefiting all Presidencies yet iwas charged .wholly to
Bom‘ba*yoﬁ- . , | R

_Bombay®s civil and military structure was the most
expengive, extensive and intrusive. Fov every & '100_g!7’@s_8
Foyemue, sivilouliitory mprine charges consuned £ 66 in Beog-
o, A soldier/covered 2.7 square miles and 618 inhabi-
tants in Bengal, 2 square miles and 192 inhabitants in
Madras, and 1.6 square miles and 153 inhabitants in Bombay.
Total chapges per head of population equaibed £ 0,135 in
Bengal, £ 0,388 in Madras and £ 0,576 in meaYo1A Hence
every pound spent by the ,' government of Bombay vas pald by
any two inhabitants, women and children, the sick and the
aged included, The smallest and poorest Fresidency bore
the heaviest burden; a government seen, heard and felt by
mbre people and places than the other Presidencies,

The ascent of British power propelled the army from

the peripheries to contre stage. As the threat of external
aggression receded, the defensive role of frontier defence

declined, The subjugetion of newly acquired territary be-

13 A Regiment of Her Majesty's Dragoonscost £ 79,680 per
year compared to £ 34,840 for a regiment of Native

’ Cavalry, 4 regiment of Her Majesty's Infantry cost
£ 61,120 per year compared'Z 52,380 for a regiment of
the East ifa Company®s European Infantry and £ 25,670
for a regiment of native infantry, Pp. Commons, 1852~
53, vol, 273 Papar ‘5269 Po gc ‘ o .

A4  Statement of the Charges of the Civil and Military
. Administration of the Three Presidencies of India...
Pp. Commons. 1831=32, vol. 10, Appendix No. 27, P. 412
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cawy increasingly important. Troops dispersed predatory
hordes, captured faudatory forts and dofoated robellion,
Repression preceded administration, trotoe Prinsop < “Tho
populaticn must £irst be brokon down by the rough hand of
military ceercion before they will recoive civil institu-
tions ap & blessmgo and change the modos of life to tvhich
they have been long accustaned, a3

Rolianca on the army exposed the fragility of British
rule « Tho more astutel Britich administrator. had no
iliusions regarding the popularity of his government, lawe
renc? bluntly asscorted that "differing in colour, caste,
language, habits = every thing = having indood nothing in
comaon with our subjects, cur rule can scarcely bo a |

" loved one‘,"%

Falecoln stressed that "we can never expect
active support in ths hour of dangor from the mass of tho
popuiation of India.., it is therefore to the army of
India wvo oust look for tho means .... of maintaining our
power, o¥7
Thus the absence of popular support nacessitated

tho prosence of military might.

15 Minute by HoT. Prinsecp dated 9th June 1835. Pp
Commons 1867, vol. 52, Faper 500, p. 163,

46  John lLawrencs, "Hilitary Dofonco of Qur Eastorn.
Emgiro“ Octobor 1844, oxcerpt from ;gg_eg%_@_&g
~ Indfen &rmy end oudh®, Serampore 1857, b

17 Minuto by Major Genoral Sir Johm Falcolm, former
Cozmandorein-Chiof of tho Beubay army ard Governor
g.t‘ ggmh%yo CGMMo 183132, 735 v, Appondix
) o Jo Po
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8 Sevored-

Stato powor hinged on military visibility.
gnity vas only oxorciscd in tho preoonee of troops o Ro= -
venua wag collected, courts functioned, policersn did tholr
duty, safe in tho shadow of red ceats and hayanstﬁﬁg tithe
ocut ¢roops in the vicinity civil cstablishments collapscd
at tho nlightest quako,2C Military support for civil
policy vas cossential for how eiso ¢“in a day convert tribes,
vho have lived only by var to habits of peace, hov mako
_eultivators, who for centuries havo néver paid a rupae, but
undor foar of tho sword o tho scourpe o hov induce thom to
pay théir ducs, unless thé& knoy that the civil officer
hap tho powor of calling in tho military, and that tho
‘latter s prozpt and bozd,o2! |

Congquared population saw British rule in mgﬁnﬁary nene
The army aloane possessed the organized panpsrer o govorn
vagt lands and restless people. Hilitary officors f£illed
civil officog. British youth gont to India £irst Joinzd

.

18 PYellington®s canin of 'keepm% the troops cut of
: signt® ansvorod for England, it vill not answer Lo
Indda., Thoro must be trusty bayeomets vithin pight
of tho undorotandings Af not of tho oyes of Imdian
subjocts, before ﬁhagaum pay willing obedionse, o
any revonue.” John Lawronce, PIndlan Army Reform®,
September 1856, Op.0iEn, Pe 2796 o

499 Hinute by H.T. Prinsep datod 9th Juno 4835, o Cormons
18675 Voio %2: Pap:ar gOOD Pe 162, . R

20 Hinute by tho Govornor-General, C.T. Matcalfe, Milge

* tary Dopartameont, dated 16th May 1835, ibid., ps 156,
21 Joan lawrenco, “Filitary Dafonss of Our Eastorn

' EE}%G“&) m"%ﬂf‘ 1844, M" Po 5, |
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the army, tock rank, and were then drafted to tho roveme,
political and judieia) dopariments.?2 Tho practieo vas
defended as a re-incarnated ransabdari systom, asi cunder
Indian govornmont, all rankis titles and distinctions arc
military in origing all ostates are hold by military tonure,
and all auwthorily is exorciocd according <o military
fomsgf"g Contormity to Indian usuage had its advantages
for Ythose Matives who havo net yot acquﬁed European
ideas maturally coasider military mon as the only nobles,
and ag auch are digposod to yleld a more choerful obsdionco
than they would to civilans ,o2°

A militaristic state ruled through chains of nflie
tary stationao,zs The position and size of cantonmonts
varied with their relationship to the countrysido.2® Subsie
diary stations kept protected Princes in line., Rasirabed,
Neemuch and Maow, ecntrolled western and contral India by

22 Well into the 9870s army officers doafnatod the Res
vonuo and Political dopartaents, Sse Pp., Coxmons,
186768, Vol, 51, Paper 108,

23 vIn Burops, if overy coldier is a gontleran, in India
: overy gentfemen is a poldier." Romarks of H, Russcll,
2_001%ommcns 1831=32, vol., 14, 735 vi, Appendix 18,

Pe 1iD0

24  Capt. Rage, Bombay Infantry, PP, Commons, 9831-32,
735 Vo Do 368, »

25 %.00 tho maintaince of thy coumtiry by cantommonts of
troops distributed over it...% Minute by H,T. Prinsep
datod 9th Junz 1835, Pp. Comaons 1867, vol. 52,

Fapor 500, p. 967. . :

26 Mzﬁ.ﬂ PDe 16354,
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splitting the Rajlputs from the Marathas, ithin a fortu

night the cap.ttal of any power in this region could be ine-
vnﬂﬁbymamyﬁ8~1%w0mmm Camps at Baroda,
Kutch, Satara and Kolhapur provided constarrt rem:l.nders of
imperial presence., Border posts in Kutceh, Deesa and the
Sindh frontier discouraged marauders, Garrisans in Bombay,
Poora and Ahmedabad threatened the mobs of these lafée
cities,. Poona's altitude and climate madé it .the- ﬁriﬁcipal’
station for European soldiers. Smaller outposts like
Hutsole in the Mahi Kanta and others in the 'Bhil areas res-
trained chronically turbulent tracts.28 The objective was
to overawe large, static populations~ the presence of
troops determining good behavioura

~ The army‘s mEifarious - roles demanded dispersian

not concentration., Following European military theories, o
Bentinck heattdly argued that the "dispersion of the vhole
of our military force throughout every part of the country
into small bodies produces universal weakness, is opposed
to every established principle of military tactics, is
injurious to discipline and objectionable in policy." He ;
recommended the ‘opposite. c_loctriné of concentratioﬁs divested

27 Nascrabad. near Ajmer was a British enclave in Ra jput
territorys .Scimdia alienated Neemuch from Mewar.
Mhow .lay in the Indore territories ensuring British
influence at Holkar's courts All three stations lay
outside the Bombay Presidency though Mhov and Nagirabad
vere garrisoned in part, by Bombay Sepoys. Letter
from Lieutenant-Colonel Tod, former Political Agent
in E'iaz putana. _g,p, commons, 1831-32, vol. 14, 7%5 vi,
Po .

28 Bom. ﬂgxs Cons, 1847-48, vol., 363, pp. 343-358,
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ofvcivil and police duties, troops were to be collected in
large bodies strategically positioned to swiftly respond
to military exigencies.29 .cbncentratibn had no toie in
Indien conditions. Hetcalfe, while "admitting that con- |
centration is the right principleo..(founa'that)dxsperSion
is the L“6VLtablelpréctica oo becéuse the a:my is not
sufficient for both purposes, that of forming armiés for
the field, for which concentration is desirable, and that
of loéai protecfion, for which'dispersion is ﬁnavoidab1e°"3°
Internal coercion demanded troop dispersion, Sepoys
were scattered to avoid "laying bare too large a portion
of céﬁntfy, and leaving too many places of importance un-
protéotedcﬂ31 Parties of plunderers, especially in Kathia-
‘war and Deccan, were checked by scattered military detach~
ments.>2 To be effective troops hadfo be in the immediate
vicinity., The absence of trdops spurred internal insurrec-
| tion, "one of the'greatest of ocur dangersy.. @courring) -
‘when the means of quelling it are at a distancé.533 Metcalfe
observed that “it often hapgens that a small and inadequate

29 Minute by William Bentinck, Governor-General and
Commander=-in-Chiefy; dated 28th February 1835. Ena.
Commons, 1867, vol. 52, Paper 500; p. 81.

30  Minute by C,T. Metcalfe, Governor~General, dated
Military Departmenty 8th May 1835, ibid., p. 154.

31 _I_P_j_-_g&" po 154. ) ' . . -

32 Captain Grant Duff, former Resident at Satara and
-celebrated author of ®History of the Marathas®, PP,
COMORS@ 1831"32@ vol,. 149 735 Vig Appendix 193 Po 175.

33  Minute by C.T. Mefcalfe, Military Department, dated
;ggh May1;§359 Ep; Commons, 1867, Vol. 52, Papers
v Po °
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force stationed anyvhere produces all the effect in tran-
quiiizlng’the country‘that could be obtained by the presence
of a larger army¢“34 As effectivity did'net'depénd on size
the army was spread thin on the ground, smaller parties
covering greater territory. | |

Dispersed deployment followed logistical constraints.
The monsoons paralyzed all movement, Marching over black
cotton soil became impossible, The absence of military
roads made small éantonments inevitable as troops were
needed close at hénd.ss- It vas easier and cheaper to supply
small stations. Poor commmications and large cantorments

excessively strained the countryside meking supplies a major

problem,36

The army's'supply needs created new settlements, As
local resources were unable to supply any large cmergent
demand, troops were surrounded by a variety of establish-
ments. Every large station vas cluttered with logistical
paraphernalia: commissariat , Ordmanyy, magazines, public
cattle, pay offices, bazars and other public property.37

3‘} Ibidgy Pe 1‘590
35 Evidence of Capon, PE, Commons, 1859, ¢s 2515, ps 129

36 Captain Grant Duff, EEJ Commcns, 1831-32, Vol. 14,
735 vi, Appendix 19§ Po 1

37 Memorandum on the Regular Mative Infantry by the

Governor—General, Villiam Bentinck, dated 23rd July
3234. EE, Commons, 1867, vol. 52, Paper 500, pp.

/‘\



21

The’military cantonment re—ariented trade and settle-
.vment. Traders andvbankers clustered around military sta-
Ttions seeking protection and patronage. The rapid expan-
sion of these militaryvpuclei4eclipsed older centers, In
1827, Kampti, near Nagpur, was an unknown 1ittle village
when it became the station of a British force in the heart
of Maratha territory. Regimental bazarsand markets sprang
up expanding into a town which by 1867 cont@ined 60,000
people, annually consumed a million sterling of imported
goods, becoming the richest place in all the Central Pro-
vinceé, Sitabaldi' fort ceded in 1817 by the-Bhonsie to
the British grew into a large town full of artisans and
bankers, Similarly, the growth of the Secunderabad canton-
ment and the Chandraghad Residency,’® testified to the
changes wronght by new sources of powsr and money supply.39v
| Requiring protection to flourish, the new settlements
increased the demard for military guardS_. Calls for proe
tection, real and ceremonial, deluged the trocps. Every
vestige of_British authority demanded military guards:
kutcheries, collectorates, jails and all establishments of

goverrment in civil lines and cantonment s, Fear of dacoit-

38 Sir Richard Templey; Resident at Hyderabad, to the
under=-secretary, Government of India, Foreign Depart-
ment, dated 16th Auégst 1867. PP, Commons, 1867-68, vol,
51: Paper 108; p. 68, - ‘ ‘

39 The phenomenon was .common throughout Northern India,
See C.A, Bayly, "Rulers, Townsmen and Bazars - North
India Socie n the Ag _ 710
oy i‘ Cambr Ggey

954.79230317 ",":}c,,ﬁ
. ! H3369 Se : 'j'; 'rj(\ Y Py 7 .‘ ;
LR L ANy TH=180o

! TH1810
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infested country required detachmentvs going with treasure
to be large and efficient. The dii*:aigc_es between stations
delayed the return of escorts to - - headquarters. The
headquarters of corps itself demanded a large number of
guards for ceremonial purposes. On the march the protec- .
tion of the sick, the followers and the cumbersome baggage
train required addition] guards.’C |

| The European officers demanded nocturnal protection,
Every night some 40 to 50 men in each regiment hed to guard
their officer's compounds, Come daybreak they generally
want straight to perade or field duties,y1 Tied dovm and
exhausted by guard duties the army's effective strength fell
drastically. In 1833 the Governor=-General calculated the
disposable force that could be collected in an eﬁergency
from the principal stations of the Bengal Army after provide
ing tor all guard duties., Out of 45 regiments of Mative
Infantry consisting of 31,320 sepoys, only 13,213, or less

40 "No officer coming to India for the first time can
look .40 without perfect astonishment at the multi-
tude of men and guards that are on duty. He has seen
nothing to be compared to it in Europe. <. the abuse .,

- of complying with requisitions for guards from offi-
cers, civil and military, whether for the sake of
consequence, Or .. protection...y, has been carried to
a2 very unjustifiable length." Memorandum cn the
Regular Native Infantry by the CGovernor-(General,
Williem Bentinck, dated 23rd July 1834. Pp. Commons.
1867, vol. 52. FPaper 500, po B,

41 Minute by William Bentinck, deted 7th February 1835,

-
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than hal:r; were available for field sac’a:."v'ic;e»t’2 Similarly

in the military operations in Coorg, the whole force collec~
tively did not in any one week bring more than ‘one=half of
their numbers into the field, In one of the weeks the

amount was less than one=-half oa:” More extended campaigns

reduced regiments to hapless skeletons rendering them in-
effective,

“Once deployed troops could not be moved without pro-

voking cbmmbtion’s. The ‘very presence of red-coats heralded
YAngrezi=-Rajh, Their role - pacification and policing -
paved the way for British rule. In the shadow of their
bayonets civil establishments developed. Around their

campfires settlements flourished, This worid collapsed
with the withdrawal of troops. The army as the pillar of
stability“ wvas suddenly removed., Panic ensued .“5 Allies

42

43

45

Memorandum on the Regular Native Infantry by the
Governor=General, William Bentinck, dated 23rd July
183"‘9 Lbidgg P.o 8,6 .

Coorg was a relatively short and contained campaign.
Hostilities terminated in the fifth week, "The
troops were very healthy, and the confined theatre
of Coorg precluded the necessity of those numerous
and distant detachments vhich are required in the
ordinarily protracted and extensive course of Indian
varfare.n 1b1d89 Po 9o Co '

"what natives usually advance against our Indian
administration is, that almost everything is shifting,
that Very little is stable; the one thing that they
see is stable is those three Indian armies." Evi-
denca °£ COl. H-Mo Durand.o &o COmmonB. 18599 co
2515, p». 218, '

"It is morally difficult {to change military posi=-
tions) because wher.ever troops are stationed; a gene-
ral belief becomes established that troops are neces-
sary there; and consequently a feeling of insecurity
arises vhenever the troops are withdrawm." Minute by
C.T. Metoalfep GOVemor-Generalp Military De men‘tg
dated 8th May 1835. Pp. Commons 1867, vol. 52,

Paper 500, p. 147.
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felt abandoned, Inimical forces = "the turbulent, the
refractory, and the seditious" « raised their heads as the
heavy army hand was lifted, The very prospect of movement

wvas daunting. Hyéerabad vas i'e;jected as the station for a
maveable force as the departure of the colum would create

- an mPressicn of weaknessg% As troops moved ‘disturbances
- 'broke out paralyzing the state machinery 47 The movement of
trnops to the Punjab frontier in the Sikh wars created vide~
»Spread alarm in Bengal; Agra and other provinces furtherest
. from the Sc’_a-l‘ of war.l'a In 1857 'i.he retreat of troops
. gave- the signal to revolt. |

] Immobilized by loeal exigencies, war meant massive
army augpentation, Dispersed in detachments, the demand for
large field forcies elicited a sluggish reépbnéeo Long de-
. lays occurred as troops dribbled in from dis‘tant stations

~ onto the assembly point, As state power rested on a widely
dispersed mj.litary presence, stations could not be abando=-
" ned without risking serious disturbances, Every station
required a protection force which diminished the moveable
column, Hence war demands for large, cphc,entrated forces

vere met by elther destabilizing an area by < denuding it of

L]

46 .I.‘iic.i.s.g Ps 150,

47 Memorandum by wWilliam Ford, Commissioner Multan Divi-
sion, dated 9th August 1867. Pp. Commons, 1867-68,
vols 51+ Paper 108, p. 30,

48 John Lawrence; "Lord Hardinget!s Administration®, Decem=
ber 1847, oggcit., ppo 89-90.
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troops; or by raising local corps for local service; or by
greatly increasing the strength of the amy;"g

Army size oscillated with the vwhims of var (see
Table 1.1, Fluctuations in the Size of the Bombay Army,
1800-1859). In twenty years of /constan_t campaigns‘jo the
sepoy army doubled from 20,817 men in 1806 to 43,528 men in
1826, Expansion, however, was jerky.

From 1805 to 1811 sepoy strength cLimbed steadugfrom
- 20,817 men to 25,450 men. The gain of 4,633 men in six
years responded to the rapid augnentatim demanded by the
second Maratha var, 1803-1805; overseas expeditions to the
Persian Gulf, 1809, and Mauritius, 1809-181c; and Campaigns
in Kathiawar, 1807, 1809 and 1811,

1811 to 1816 witnessed a levelling-off at lower levels,
Strength settled down!from 25,450 to 23,746 sepoys. The
lose of 1,704 sepoys in six years occurred as the Bombay
Army was principally deployed in Gujrat, Kutch and Kathia-
var, - - |

From 1816 to 1821 strength shot up from 23,746 sepoys
to 33,625 sepoys. 9,879 sepoys were added during campaigns
in Gujrat, 1817; the Third Maratha War, 1817-18, Kutch,

18193 Nagar Parkarand Dwarka, 1820; and the Persian Gulf,
1819, 1820-1821, | | |
Ai'te;' falling slightly in ‘!821 to 1823 by 2,962 sepoys,

49  Minute by C.T. Metcalfe, Military Department, dated
8th May 1835, PP, Commons, 1867, vol. 52, Paper
500, PP. 146~147, 153=-154,

50 All references to the campaigns of the Bombay a
are from Cadell, op.cit., pp. 307=313. i
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strength rocketed by 12, 855 men to reach a peak of 43,528
men in 1826 This surge is somewhat inexplicable as cnly
the Kit'tour insurection (1824) and the Burmese Var (1824—-
25) 1ntervened in this period, placing fey demands on the
Bombay Army.

, "‘wfeFf: of campaigns strength plungedo From 43,528
‘sepoys in 1826, strength fell steadily to 37,400 sepoys in
1829, plummeted to 28, 996 sepoys in 1831, thereafter stea~-
died but eentinued in slow declme to hit a new low of
25,358 sepoys in 1838, Shotn of its war time strength,
ibsing 17917'0. men in *wejfire .years R shram& the Bombay Army
‘to pre~1818 levels, vhen *the Bombay Presidency was a glori-
:t‘ied trading enclave, | ,

. The revival of war restored the army s i‘allen for-
tunes. . Augmentations demanded by the First M‘ghan var
(1838-42) replaced in three years reductions sustained over
a ‘t‘;welye yea'rvperiod. Strength rocketed frcm 25,358 sepoys
in 1838 to 42,526 sepoys in 1841, a gain of 417,168 men.

The conquest of Sindh (18&3), the insurrection in the
R Sauthem Maratha Country (18&4), N ecessitated troops for
aub;jugation and policing. Sepoy strength .fluctuated around
' AB,OOO between 1841 and 1846 before suddonlj shooting to an
a1l time high of 53,721 in 1847, a Jump of 9,776 men in
only two years, Thus warfare and political expansion
doubled ~Bepoy strength in ten years from 125-,.358 in 1838 to
53,721 in 1847,

Peace re-ushered a precipttous decline, Sepoy strength
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fell steeply from 53,721 sepoys in 1847 to around 45,000
sepoys at the turn_ct the Mutiny, To sum up: The Bombay
_ army wa;ed,and waned with the advent and endvof'wars. In.
wartime sepoy strength more than doubled: From 20,817 in
1806 to 43,528 in 1826; and again from 25,358 in 1838 to
53,721 1n'18h7, Come peace the army was pared to the bone:
From 43,528 in 1826 to 25,355 in 1838: and from 53,721 in
1847 to 47,671 in 1850, Such wide swings admitted an addi-
tionmal 22,711 sepoys over twenty yearsv(1806fﬂ826), X
pelled 1é,170 sepoys over twvelve years (1826-1838), re=
admitted 28,363 sepoys over nine years (1838-1847), and re-
expeilé& about 8}700_éepoys over ten years (1847-1857).
The turbulencé»gf periodic augmentation and reduction
was moderated at the regimental level, Table I.2 depicts
the Bombay army reduéed'in 1837 and augmented in 1845, The
Table shows that while total army strength rose steeply
fromJ25,698,sepoys in 1837 to 41,062 sepoys in 1845, the
numﬂer of sepoy cofips increased marginally from 34 to 38,
The strength of the sepoy regulars, cavalry and infantry,
remained constant at three and twenty-six regiments resg=

" pectively.?’ The number of irregular corps®2 increased;

* three regiments, the 27th, 28th and 29th, Boris Mo
The Indian » Poole Blandford Press, 1981, p, 80.

52 The difference vetween the regulars and irregulars
wvas that the "irregular corps (were) not furnished
with a regular establishment of (British) officers.
That is the main distinction. In the irregular :
cavalry each trooper provides and feeds his own horse;
he also provides his own equipment and arms, and the
government gives him an allowance for all these ob-
Jects; whereas in the regular service the government

51  In 1846 the Regular phtive Infantry was augmented b{l
1o,



TABRLE I.2

Organization and Strength of the Bombay Army in 1837 and 1845
g8 , ‘ ""; — | |
Regiments ?}}?z:?s ﬁs}: a?l sns Regiments officers rank 4 ‘a11

o file ranks | | file ranks
Cavalry 3 32 - 1,463 | 3 34 6 1,430

European Infamtry 1 17 692 = 2 46 1,499 -
Artillery® o 55 1,268 691 73 660 899
Engineers® | 39 29 471 - 29 25 376
Native Infantry 26 249 21 18,889 | 26 348 26 28,99
" Irregular Horse 1 3 - 843 3 | 7 - 2,473
Irregular Infantry &4 9 - 3,34 5 13 - 4,958
Sind Camel Company? - - - - 1 6 1,935
TORAL 35 402 2,010 25,698 | 39 551 2,022 41,062

g These arms of the Bombay service were not organized as regiments.
#¢ ot existent in 1837. 4 _
Source 3 PP, Commons, 1847, vol. 41, PFaper 33, pp. 12-13,

6¢
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!

froa one | regiment of megular herse to three and o
four corps pf irrvegular infantey <o ﬁ.veosg ' |
Regimental cm&!nui.ty pregerved tha ﬁéherencze pf the
Bombay army. Roguler reginents wore mevor disbanded, Inse
tead, a flexible reginental e:ans%mutlon allowved for a
sudden expangion ;r contraction of the military bedy withe
cut affocting its shkeletal atrucmf" Incroase ana dow-
crease vas etiéctad by manipulating the mmbér of rom An
a caﬁzwyb or tha .zimnber' ‘of companies, or bq‘tha ($ee Table
1,3, Fluotuations in tho strongth of Native Infantry Regie
ments), Continuity domanded tha rotontion of the officor
clasg8, ' | |
' Bentinck's ambiticus schems of similtansously dicbanding
29 reginents of Nativo Infantry vas Jettlisoned as it ren-
dered unemployed at one gtroke scme 600 Buropean. officors,
' 224 Nagivo commissioned officors and 1,120 Native none
camigsionod officers. The attempt throughout vas to pro-

Cont?doon Lolle 52

equips the trooper with his horse, arms and ¢lothing,
and givos hin pay and batte for his subsistones,*
Pilip Melville, Secretary, HMilitary Departmant, Eagt
. India House, Lomdon. PP, &mmso 1852=53, vol. 27,
Paper 426, ps #. .

53 The main attraction of the irregular corps vas its
prices A regimont of regular infantry cost £ 25,670
par year as against £ 13,700 por year for a regiment
of irroguler, infantry, A regimont of regulsr cavalry
cost £ 34,840 por year as against £ 98,770 por yoap |
for a regiment of irregular cavalry, &i&m Po Qo

54  The Government "leaves regimonts wosk when they are

- not 1likely to be c¢alled into servico in the full con-
fidencs t 1t can by e sroke of the pan replacs any=
on2 of these roduced corps, O any mmboer;of thon wvithe
in @ very short pericd on a feooting of 8 high nunerieal
efficicney as may be dosired.v [inutc by H.T. Prinocp,
datod Calcutta, 19th Hay 1835, PP, Comnmens, 1857, vol.
52, Paper 500, p. 144,



) Nimber  Number of  Authorized
Year of men per additions Total
: companies company

1824 8 100 : 60 860

1826 10 100 60 1060
1827 8 - 100 60 860
1835 8 g0 - 640
1838 8 100 64 864
1840 9 100 74 974
1841 9 400 74 974
842 10 100 84 1084
1843 ‘9 100 70 970
1844 9 100 70 970
1845 10 100 80 1080
1846 10 100 80 1080
1847 10 100 80 1080
1848 8 100 20 820

Sourcet (1) Bom, . Des. to Court, dated 5th March 1824,

. para ¢ )
(11) Bom, Mily. Cons, 1826, vol. 9, No. 65 of 3rd
y . |

(1441) Bom., Mily Des, to Court, dated 7th July 1826,
p° o

(iv) Minute by H.T. Prinsep, dated Calcutta, 19th
May 1835. E—E’ Commons. 1867’ Paper 5003 Poe 1“‘.

(v) BB Commons 1847, vol. 4#1. Paper 33, p. 16.
(vi) Bom. Mily, Cons, 1847-48, vol. 363, p» 39.
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tecf the interests of the officer=class, British and Indian,
Officers and non-commissioned officers continned to be
borne on the strength of their reduced corps. The pay and
posts of those rendered surplus was protected by transfers
to the supernumerary 1ist.55 Privates, the expendable
Pawns. of armies, bore the vagaries of unemployment.

The preservation of regiments'maintained the facade
of stgbility. Allies and enemies counted the number of

regiments na€ the number of men each contained.56

Despite
expansbn and: contraction, the regiment remained an organi-
zation complete in 1tse1f‘“present1ng the s2me appearance
to the world, and the cbject of the same respect and
‘dread‘"57 - Sepoys came and went'but the regiment stayed

on forever,

55 Memorandum on the Regular Native Infantry by the
Governor-General, William Bentinck, dated 23rd July
1834, PP, Commons, vol, 52, Paper 500, p. 65,

56  Minute by C.T. Metcalfe, Governor-General, dated
april 1835, ibid., p. 142,

57 Minute by Prinsep, dated Calcutta 19th Ma 1835
ibideg Po 14l -0 ’ y ’
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"The man is the first weapon of battle.
Let us study the soldier for it is he
who brings reality to 1t.*®
.. = Aron Du Pieq
The Quests:
?’inding men was the peremsiial problem of the Bambay
army. Prior to the Maratha wars, the lack of a ‘hinterland
‘ impeded recruitment, Confined %o a sfring of coastal trad-
ing posts, Bombay was forced to search. for men from foreign,
often ih;mical domains. Scxarcity bred( competition. Regi-
ments vied with one another in £illing their ranks.! In the
scramble for men physical standards were Jettisoned.? Deg=-
perate for recruits the army enlisted every man they got,
rejecting none but those maddicted to drunkeness, thieving
or other destrgctive v.i.ces.“3 |

1 G.0.C, dated 14th August 1820, Jameson's Code, p. 767,
para 44,

2 . As per regulations the infantry accepted men less than
22 years and at least 5 feet 3 inches in height,
Shorter recruits, upto 5 feet 2 inches in height, were
only eligible for the Marine Battalion., The Grenadiers
to maintain their elite status recruited tall men of 5
feet 6 inches and upwards, G.G.0. dated 11th April
1807 and G.0.C. dated 24th August 1825, ibid,, p. 768,

Poures j 49«50, The Madras army, for simi easons,

ignored recrultment standards. See Dodwell Sepo

Recsuitment in the Old mdras Army, Studies' 1B ian

- n 1storica1 Records

y DU ed Dy
Cmnmission, Calcutta 1922.

3 G,0.C. dated 27th February 1789, Jamsson's Code, p.
768, para 51,
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- Meagre territories bordered by powerful neighbours
restricted recruitment to communities _pésing_: the least
political threat, Small, poor and depressed communities
were heavily recruitgq_:t’ - Topasses, Bombay's Christian con=-
verts with Eg_rtugu_e.é.e names;s Bene' Isra_elis H _Mafathaespeaka
ing ngs from the Konkar’;; &_andaris, toddy-tappers; Dhangars,

6

herdsmen; malis,garderners; ' and especially Pamris,7 a

conglomeration of untouchable castes predominantly Mghar,
... ‘The untouchable castes formed the largest identifiable
caste in the Bombay army.® In 1824 Parweris, Mochis and

 Mangs totalled 19.37 per cent, almost one-fifth of the entire

4 ' ’Reliance on commnities which were fewest in numbers
, and shortest in financial and organizational resources

' “'fgypgied ‘colonial armies. See Cynthia Enloe, Ethnic
80

ers = State Security
o Pe 1320 - -

5 ' The name "Topasses" originated from the Persian "Top=-
chi" meaning gunner or musketeer. Orme however ¢ransla=-
. ted 'Topasses! as "hatewearers®"., The wearing of a hat,
. Rtopin, distingulshed the European Christians and their
- Indian converts. See Patrick Cadell, History cf the
. Bombay Armz,%cngnanst;reen and Co, %9 v PPe -1,

6 ‘Cadell, cit, Po’ '13;_ Also see Evidence of Captain
. 'Duffy da% March 1832, PP, Commons. 1831=32, vol.
735 ?vg. Po 3953 ’ ' )

7 The impure castes "in a Maharatta village live apart
e outgide the village walls, vhence the name 'Purwarree?,
“outside the village." Evidence of Sir Bartle Frere,
PP, Commons. 1859, ¢, 2541, p. 51, foot-note,

- 8 - . The proportion of low castes in the Presidency armies
was the highest in Bombay. "Whilein Madras and Bengal,

-all *'Pariahs and Christians? accounted ‘for no more
than 5 per cent of the army, in Bombay, the Mahars
alone, were probably the most heavily recrujited - num-
bering. between one~fourth or a one-fifth of those units

- in which they were recruited and perh%ps a one=sixth
of the entire Bombay army.® Stephen Cchen, The Untoucha=-
ble Soldier: Caste, Politics, and the Indian Army, Journal
of Asian Studies, XXVIII, 3, May 1969, pp. 453 o :

Divided Societies, Penguin,
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army, The Parwaris alone were the most heavily recruited,
amounting to one-fourth to one~third of most infantry regi-
ments, reaching a high of 49.2 per cent in the 21st Regi-
ment Native Infantryag

Not caste, but country concerned the Bombay army,
Military authorities, by 1gnorance, necessity,m or tradi-
tion,ﬂ, turned &, Nelgon's Eye to the castes of their men.
' 0f all Bombay sepbys', 65 per cent in 1824, 35.5 per cent in
1851-52, and 25,5 per cent in 1859, were lumped together
‘under the mis-ﬁellaneous head of "Hindus® or "other t:‘:r:kstes"'.ﬁ2
’/Lr\'z contrast the ficountry" of each and 'every‘ Sepoy was care=
fully natedo13 o

9 Abstract of the Anmual Returns of the Country and _
Cast of the Men of the Bombay Army., Inspection Reports
for the year 1824, Bombay Adjutant General's Office

dated 9th July 1824, Bom, Mily, Cons. 1824, vol. 13&,
PPo 53"‘5“‘0. : .

10  Paucity of recruits forced the army to recruit from
all castes., - Bombay infantry recruiting regulations
made no reference to caste. S .

1 Cadell notes that the Maratha army's tradition for
hetereogeneous castes in its ranks had a 'special
influence' on ‘the Bombay army, while the bulk of
Shivaji's men were Marathas, %hey included not only
the allied castes of Dhangars and Govalas, shepherds
and herdsmen, but many who had no claims to kinship:
Brahmins and Prabhus, Bhandaris and Kolis, Ramosis and
Bhils, Mahars and Mangs, Cadell, op.cit., p. 12. Also

?ﬁe %zirengralmatréa se}xé, The Milita stem of the
rathas, Calcutta, K,F. Bagchi %%55 {eai'.,) 1979 re=
prﬁ;.E, PPs 5@ 17"‘1%9 ég"QOG ? . .

12 See Table II.1 , Changes in the Gaste -(omposition of
the Bombay Ammy, ‘1824, 1851=52, 1859,

13 See Tablell-2 , Changes in the Regional Composition of
the BOmbaY Mmyp 182 ? 1851"“529 18590
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Changes in the Caste Composition of the Bomba
ATy . 1821=52, 185¢ |
| "‘1'824(1') 1851-52(11) | ,‘ 1859 (114)
Castes Numbers % Numbers % Numbers %
Brahmins. N1 6446 26 3123 10
Rajputs - 5 0.02 | 2289 7
Marathas Not manfidneé‘ 7317 29 1237 37
Parwaris 4868 18 Not menticned 3761 11
Mochis o 346 13 =30~ 'Not mentioned
Mangs = = 20  0.08 ~do= ~d0=
Hindus or N K o
other castes17131 65 8879 35.5 8562 2545
Jews 30% 1.2 Not mentioned - Not mentioned -
Christians 247 1 229 1 424 1.2
Muslims 3633 13.6 1940 8 3034 9
Telingees and
Gentoos Not mentioned 140 0,5 Not mentioned
Teamils | . o=go= . 3 0.01 wdOm
Indo=-
Britons g o= 5 0.02 wd O
~ TOTAL: 25,695 2k, 959 33,564

Figures for 1851-52 refer only to privates.
(1) Bom, Mily. Cons, vol. 134, 1824, Pp. 5354,
(i1) Ibid,, vol. 492, 1852, pp. 172=175.
(1ii) PP, Commons, 1859, ce 2541, p. 195,
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The concern for f“country" betrayed the inability of
the Presidency to supply manpower to its army. Only 63.6
per cent of the Bombay army in 1824 and 50,2 per cent in
1851=52 hailed from the Bombay Presidency. Recruitment was
sparse in Deccan§ negligible 1n‘3u3rat, Carnatic and Khan~-
desh; nil in Kutch and Kathiawar. The narrow coastal strip
of the Konkan supplied roughly half the Bombay army.1a Yet
the South Konkan with a population of only 6,50,000 vas
unable to support an.army of 2,064 cavalry, 25,840 infantry,
besides artillerya pioneers and" marines,15 The shortfall
was met by‘recruitment from thirteen regions beyond the
Presidency. Hindustan, Malabar, Kanara, Mysore, Malwa, Goa,
Madras, Punjab, Rajputana, NOrthern Circars, Marwa, Arabia
and Africa.16

gge sttem.

Recruitment vag undertaken by the regiment17 but
entrusted to the serving soldier. Cammanding officersof
_fregiments_maintained the stfength of their ¢orps by relying
on the associations of their sepoys. Ordinarily recruits

1% Ibid,

15 Commander~in-Chiéef of the Bombay army to Elphinstone,
Governor and Fresident-in-Council, Bombay, Bom, Mily,
COIIS:, 1824, VOlc 13#9 Po 410

16 See Table L'2, Chan Ees in the Regional Composition of
the Bombay Amy,, 1824, 1851-52, 1859,

17 G. 0725 dated 14th August 1820, Jameson's Code, para 44,
6 .
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Changes in the Regional Composition of the Bomba

Army - 1824, 1851-52, 1859

1824 (1
“Nos. %

1851=-52(411

Regi(?ns Nos. ﬁlgo iiigz '
Konkan 13,391 52 10,170 41 16,130 49
Hindustan 7,463 30 12,479 50 13,150 39
Decean 2,106 8 1,618 7 3,070 9
Malabar 853 3.3 Not mentioned 280 0, 8
Carmatic 556 2 471 2. 180 0.5
Kanara 313 4  Not mentioned 12 0.03
Bombay 169 0.7 wdom 30 -0.08 -
Khandesh 100 0.4 -d0= 160 © 0.5
Mysore 2L 0.1 26 0.1 Not mentioned
Malwa 42 0.2 Not mentioned . - Qe
Kathiawar 1 wdoe =iow
Goa 20 0.07 wd o= wd o=
Kutch Nil =d o= = o=
Sindh Nil 2 75 0.2
Madras Not mentioned 1 0,04 400 1.2
Punjab wd Ow - N1 155 0.4
Rajputana e Not mentioned 4 0,01
Northern

Circars «d o= 99 0.4 Not mentioned
Arabia =dOw 2 =d o=
Marwa 5 0.02 Not mentioned O
Afghanistan Not mentioned it Lo = O
Africa 4 0,02 «d Q= wdOm

TOTAL: 25,695 244959 33,966

(1)Bom. Mil!o Cons, 18249 vol, 1349 PPoe 53«54,
(ii)Ibid., 1851=52, vol. 492, pPp. 172=173.,
(111)pp, Commons, 1859, c. 2541, p. 197.
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were brought by sepoys returning from .furlough.m - In eddi-~
‘tion, recruiting parties, headed by native commissioned and
non»commisgj;ohed officers on leave, enlisted men: from their
homé.villages,'? Selection vas limited to local and family
acquaintainces, recrulters prefering their kinsmen and
friends to others.zo ,‘

| Acquaintaince baseti enlistment maintained the social
equilibrium of the ranks, State patronage was distributed‘
through the kinship network, Via & self perpetuating system
the social composition of the recruits duplicated that of
the army {see Tablell'3 ; Soctal Composition of the Ranks
and Recruits in 1824),20% S

Table 11,3 éxhib_i‘ts the success of dominant social

graups'in cornering military employment for their kinsmen.
The domination of Hindustan, Konkan and Decean cummlatively
constituting 89 per cent of the army in  1 824 was reflected

18  The system of recruitment was the same in'all the
three Presidency Armies. See Barat, op.cit,, p. 126.

19 Ge0.C, dated ﬁth"Apx"ii 1807, Jameson's Cede, para 76,
. pg 770; Baratg 0 Citp Po 1260 ’

20 Enlistment in the Native Indian'&myz Circular letter
ggg‘!st Jg?gary 1857, [FP, Lords, 1857, vol. 12, Paper
. s Po °

2D~ Tablell 'S is subject to same qualificationss All

units of the army .were not recruiting at the same time

. and in similar proportions to total strength, Different
units recruited men at different times depending on
the size of a corps and its casualties, Moreover all
men in a regiment did not have an equal chance or uni-
form success as recruiting agents, 1t depended upon
the commanding officer who selected men for the recruit-
ing parties and the ability of the sepoy to tap the
regservoir of young men in his village which varied
with local circumstances,



— RANKS (1 RECRUITS (it
Regions Tumbers ‘?ercen’&%; nbers  Fercentage

Konkan - 12,925 57 1,883 55
Hindustan 50531 24 1,202 35
Deccan 1,920 8 166 =~ 5
' Malabar - 807 3.5 56 1
Gujrat - 4 2 52 1.5
Carnatic 475 2 53 145
Kanara - 302 1.3 - -
Bombay Island 200 | 0.8 2 0,05
Khandesh 100 C.b - -
Mysore 24 041 1 0,02
Malva | 6 0.02 1 0.02
Goa A 0.01 2 0.05
Kathiawar 1 - '
Madras 30 0.8
Sadashivghar 8 0.2
Seringapatam 2 0,05
Nagpur' =~ 2 0.05
Baroda -1 - 0,02
Cundapur 1 0,02
Mangalore 1 0.02
Bangalore 4 0.02
Hyderabad 1 0,02
Marwa 1 0.02
Persgia ' , 1 0,02
TOTAL 22,734 3,446 e
1. Table I1.3 only refers to the Infantry and Grenadier
Regiments., '

(1) Abstract of the Annual Returns of the Country of the men of
the Bombay Army from the Inspection Reports of the year 1824,
Bombay Adjutant General's Office, dated 9th July 1824, Bam, -
Mily. Cons, 1824, vcl, 134, pp. 53«54,

(11) Abstract Statement of the Number of Men from each Province
or District Enlisted into/Mative Armmy of the Bombay establish-
ment during the years 1821, 1822 and 1823 and present with
their Battalions on the 1st January 1824, ibid., pPs 55. \
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in the recruits enlisted during 1821—4823, 95 per cent of
which belonged to these three regions. This increasing
regianal concentratian in recruitmenx vas at the cost af
other regions whidh contributed only marginally to the army
in 182k¢4 No recruits were obtained from Kanara? Khandesh,
Malwav and Kathiawar, Only ‘twb recruits were obtained from
Bombay and Goa and only one from Mysore, Significantly
~ recruitment frcm eleven ney regians hitherto unrepresented
in the. army vas inszgnificant. Madras, Sadashivghar, Serin-
gapatam, Nagpur, Baroda, Cundapur, Mangalore, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Marva énd,Pbrsia, together accounted for only
1.04 per cent of tota1 #écruits. '
| Clear1y recru1tment depended not on fhe available

manpower in the vicinity, but on contacts within the army,
-The aspiring recruit had to step forward at the right time,
that ié,.whenvacancies”bccurredb the knowledge of which
_ dependgdvap the receipt of ™inside" information. The comman=-
dant‘of thé Khandesh locai corps, commenting on the few
,Khandeshis ‘in his battalion, observed, “on vacancies occurr=

.ing fow or!ne Khandeshis have offered for service. This
| may possibly arise from the number of Hindustani mén on the
_spot uaiting for employment, and the men at present compos =
ing the battaliqn being principally of their own caste’,
| thsy of course get the earliest informatian of casualities."21

21 ‘Letter from Lieuteénant Shaw, Commandant Khandesh Local
Corps, to Major Robertson, &ollector in Khandesh, dated
 Dhulia, 28th November 1823, ' Bom., Mil z, Cons, 1824,
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ngelf-operating! recruitment vas encouraged by autho-
rity for the security it provided. The origin and charaéter
of a recruit was vouch — safed, Sepoy stood guarantee for
the friends and relatives they enl:!.s.a‘t:ed‘.?‘2 By doing so; the
sepoy became responsible for the recruit's behaviaur.23 To
protect his own position, the sepoy disciplined the recruit,
thereby allowing for a greater degree of control than vas
otherwvise possible.

The Crisist

Personal securities contracted recruitment in times of
turbulence. 4 system of sureties collapsed amidst uncertain-
ty. The Commandant of the Sindh Irregular Horse, a corps |
dominated by Hindustani Muslims, observed in 1857; "the men
of the two regiments already formed cannot be induced to
go {give) security even for their relatives in Hindustan,
vho are desirous of entering the third regimeni, and from

22 "The commending officer prefer that a sepoy of the
regiment should present and give an account of a re-
ervity in which case hk: is, in.a manner, his guaran-
tee. Vhen a regiment is popular, a great part of the
recruits i for it are enlisted in this way; young men
come to their friends or relatives in a regiment for
the purpose  of enlisting into it." Testimony of
Major=-General Hugh Rosf, Commanding Field Forces
Sou‘;lg of the Narmada. PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2541,
po ¢

23 Brigadier~General John Jacob, Commendant, SindIrre-~
gular Cavalry, observed: "during many years it has
been our practice to require security from +w3 silhe -
dars for the good conduct of every recruit enlisted,
This security is absolute, to the end that the secu~
rities deem @ Fault committed by the soldier for
whom they are responsible as chargeable against them-

selves.® Pelly, The Viegg %d %inions of Brigadier-
General John Jacob, London, 1858, p. 447,
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- whom they have been separated during the past two years,
Many applications have been made to our ,gi]gx_gg_a_ggzh for

such security, but the repiy has.been = 'No, it is true

you were loyal when we parted, But God.knows what may be

in your hearts now, The times .. are ..., treacherous.

Come first, and show what you are, and what you have been

doing and then we .may agree'.“25

| Political ft;ugt:'t;lence_ 4‘nie_c’essitated chafgwimnng%’m A ook

~ system of recruitment. Regimental recruiting based on, The
official c’riteﬁon. of phy‘sical fitness became a casualty to’
the sepoyts prefereﬁce for his friends and relatives .26 |
Sécond],‘y, a é_estric_ted_ c,a‘!:c'hment area onil?y vpr"',ovided recrulits
in dribbles, barely sufficient to replace normal casualties.
War and insurrection _&efnanded' 1arge scale érmy augmentation.
To cater for the _ huge demand for recruits and regulate
their dis‘tributién. to difxerent regiment’s, reémi‘,cment wvas

temporar;;y centralized by establishing recriiit".depotmz.?

24 Originally derived from the Persian, 'Silah-dar?,
'bearing or having arms'« Silhadar literally means
- equipment holder, i.e,, a soldier who finds his own
horse and arms. An ancient system in India it dates,
- according to S.N, Sen, to the 12th century A.D,,
'finding mention in the Sukranitsara, a digest on
| pol%ty by the sage Sukracharyae S.N. Sen, gp.cit.,
Po Do '
Its Angle~Indian application is to a soldier, ina
regiment of irregular cavalry, who provides his owm
arms and horse; and sometimes to regiments composed
of such men = "a corps of Silhadar Horse." Hobson=-
- Jobson, p. 836b. - : : -

| Pelly, opacis, . 447,

Army authorities complained that too many recruits out
of batches sent to headquarters vere physically unfit
t0 carry out the duties of a soldier, Enlistment in
‘the Native Indian Army: circular letter of 1st Jamary
1857. PP, Lords., 1857, vol. 12, Paper 209, p. 215,

27  Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, Adjutant-General of the

]
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Recruit depots increased the proportion of Hindustani
sepoys. FPrior to the Maratha war, Hindustenis in the
Bombay army did not exceed 4,000 men., The establishment of
a depot at Mhow, astride the Bombay - Hindustan trunk ,
road, made the Bombay ranks more accessible to-Hindustansza-
During the Maratha and Burmese vars large numbers of Hindu~
stanis enlisted via the Hhcw connection. Hhile the propor=
tion of Hindustanis in twentyﬂtwo inrantry regiments ave=
raged 23 per cent, they constituted 56 per cent of the two
extra battalions?d raised at recruit depots, By 182k Hindus
stanis mumbered 7,465 men or 30 per cent of the entire
army.Bo"

Further augmentations further 1ncreased Hindustani
strength. The panic caused by the rout of the Britisb
forces before Kabul in 1841-42 re-established 3! and expanded

Cont,daop fono 27 v K :
Army to Major Holland, Actﬂng-auarter-master General,

dated 23rd March 1844, For. Sec, Cons,, dated 18th
8Z51844, Nos, 15=17, Do 5. AlSO See %om° Mily, Cons,,
"‘9'79 vol, 3081; Po 730 ' Cot

28  Malcolm partially traced the increasing Hindustani
propertion in the Bombay army to "the station of
Bombay troops at Mhow, where an officer was specifically
employed to recruit for the army.," Report by Sir John
Maleolm to Lord VWilliam Bentinck on the Bombay army,
dated 27th November 1830, PP, Commons, 1867, vol. 52,
Paper 500, p. 175. Also see PP Commans, 1831-32, vol.
735 vy Appendix B, Nos 3, Ps T?%

29 Bon\ENMLW Cans @;q VoLizﬁ- Pf’53“5“ - e

R :,.., vp\ t

30. See TableIL'2 Chan§es in the Regional Composition
of the Bombay 824, 1851~52, 1859,

n Adjutant General of the Army to Lieutenant-Colonel
Wood, Secretary to Government, Military Department,

dated Poona, 25th September 1838. o Mly, Cons.,
1838-~39, vol. 118, p. 553. = ‘
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the recruit depots at Poor@a and Mhow to 1,000 men eac:h.,32
The increased reliance on depot-recruitment made Hindustan
the largest single source of recruits.33 From 1830% to
1852 one out of every two Bombay sepoys vwas a.Hindustani.Bs
Hindustan wes the great nursery of the Presidency
armies, Almost the entire Bengal army hailed from Bihar
and A‘kwa\dlfu?’6 Hindustanis constituted a. signi:ficant portion
of the Madras army and half of the Bombay army from 1830 to
1852, ' Hindustani recruits were-we_lcumed for their superior
(stat vre and 'militeiry bearing.m Governor-General William

32 Adjutant-»ceneral of the Army to Lieutenant=Colonel :
Melville, Secretary to Government, Military Department,
Bombay, Gated Poora, st August %

1842«43, vol, 181, pp. 9«30,

33  "Mhow is the principal rter from vhich Hindustani
‘recrults are now drawn for the Bombay army, and who
now compose nearly half the number found in its ranks,
- from which station they march for others within the
territories under this Presidency.” Adjutant-General
of the Army to Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, Secretary to
Government, Military Department, Bombagﬁ dated Poona,

13th1gune 1841., %a-ﬂi Zg @s. 183 1, vol. 140,

34 = In 1830 the Bombay Army wnsisted of 12,476 Hindus=
tanis, 10,015 Konkanis, and 1,910 Deccanis. PP,
Commons, 1867, vol. 52, Paper 500, p. 175,

- 35 See Tablel(f& Changes in the Regional Composition of
the Bombay Army, 1824, 1851-52, 1859,

36 . Baratg E.ci‘t., PPo 118""1210

37 The Duke of Willington wrote in 1804 thet the Oudh
recruits were chosen because they were of a better
size and appearance than any other to be had in
India., Major-General Sir Thomes Reynoll, stated be~
fore the Select Committee in 1831 that, fthe Oudh men
were thought of as the best soldiers." .Similarly
Melville, Military Secretary of East India House,
observed in 1852, that "the sepcys from Oudh are gene~
rally men of fine structure.® See Barat, op.cit,, '
PP. 120=-121, : . .

842, Bom Mj.l Cons,,
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TABLE II.4

Paysique of Different Classes :of Recruits in the
Three Presidency Armies

AVERAGE
Heights ) Weights

Bengal -Infantry : . e L
Generally recruited from Hindustan 5.7.82  9,0.8

Madras Infantrys , |
Men, formerly Recruit Boys 565036 79.73

Madrasis recruited 5.6.34  8.1,10
Hindustanis recruited - 5.6,59  8,5.28
Bombay Infantrys

Men, formerly Recruit Bojrs ' 50&.75. 8.‘é¢25
Konkanis recruited 505¢5 8.59\_5
Deccanis recruited 5+5¢5 849,25
Hindustanis recruted 5605 9.065

1 On the -composition of the Army in India, Mimute by
~Lord William Bentinck, Governor=General and Commander=-
in-Chief, dated Calcutta, 13th March 1835. PP,
Commons, 1867, vol. 52, Paper 500, p. 73s
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Bentinck attributed the Madras and Bombay reliance on Hindus-
tanis as a preference for tallur and ‘heavier men.38 Even
Malcolm, criticel of the high proportion of Hindustanis in
the Bombay army, admitted that "the Hindoostanee men, in
: ‘size:, appearance, and perhaps in a certain degree of mili-
tary pride, (are),sﬁpér;ar to the Konkanese and Deccanees .17
| The Hindustani influx consisted of a ,vanfgated social
mix, ,, One part con'sisted_ of men from mi.dd:;..ing. and low castes
ba:v'red' fr;m_ the Bengal ai-my,l’o who obﬁameyi'employment in
‘Bombay,*  They included Ahirs, cowherds; Dhobis, washermen;

“_Kunbis o cultivators; ,Naes, barbsers; Telis, oil p::*eass,sers:l’2

and Malis, gardencrs, The other part consisted of Brahmins

38  See Tablel‘“+, Physique of Different Classes of Re-
cruits in the Three Presidency Armies:

39 - 'Report by Malcolm to Bentinck on the Bombay army, dated
27th November 1830, JIbid., g; 176. Malcolm however-
-noted ‘that the Konkanis and Deccanis "are more patient
- under privation and fatigue, more easily subsisted and
., managed, and in bravery to ﬁe fully their equals. They
are the descerdants of Shivaji's 'Mountain-Rats' whom
nei thev the stature nor military bearings of the
' %ﬁg?sgams could debar from advancing to the gates of

40 . ®,, special care., must be taken to reject all men of
-~ the inferior castes, such as Bunneahy Kyeths, Naes,
Telees, Thumolees, Qurrereas, Lodhs, Bhojoahs, Kahars,
Mooraees, Kandors, Malees, Kachees, and any other
‘habituelly employed in menfal occupations.” Extract
Regulations of the Bengal Army, 1855, Section XXXI,
~ Clause 6, Guoted by Major-General .©t.s.ch , Military
Secretary to the Government of India, PP, Commons,
1859, c. 2515, Appendix 61, po 77.. -

41 Te‘stimony of Sir Bartlé Frere, Commissioner in Sind), .
EBy Commons. 1859, ¢. 2541, p. 50.

42 See Proceedings of the Special Committee assembled by
~ order of Colonel Dunclas, Commanding at Karachi, to
examine and report upon thirteen general service recruits
ligggized fgggé gogam Dﬁggt gior the 4th I}e iment Native
nfantry. : mp Karac Jth May 1847. Bom, Mily,
. Cons, 1846-48, vol, 348, p.'§65. d
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and Rajputs, the latter labelled "Chutree",a'cérruption.bf
Kshatﬁ_ ‘, the créme de la créme of the Bengal army.l’B
Hinduéfan supplied what was hitherto missing: the
'high Caséé_éeﬁpy,hh I?rgvuxggythe Bombay army mainly relied
on low castgs'from the Konkan, Only with the Hindustani
inflwux did'the high castes enter the army in significant
numbers. The proportion of high castes waxed and wened
»'with the Hindustani wave. As the torrent from the Gangetic
,plaié:;%2$>ha1f.£he arny betweer. 1830 and 1852, Brahmins,
ignored in the 1824 freturns, surged to a high-water mark of
- 6,446 men or 26 per cent of the army, As,thé'Hindustani
tide ebbed to 39 per cent in 1859, Brahmins receded to 3123
men, just 10 per cent of the force,t?
The high caste Hindustani sepoy bullied new castes

frcmjthe_Bepgal a.rmy46 and{old castes from the Bombay army.

43  Barat, opecit,, pp. 121~125,

44  In the Bombay army “the high caste men come from the
Bengal Provinces.” Lieutenant General Sir Thomas
Mgiohan, former commander=in-chief of the Bambay Army.

g& commons, 1852"530 VOlo 27+ Paper 4269 P. 28,

45 - See Table II'! , Changes in the Caste Composition of
the Bombay Army, 1824, 1851-52, 18593 and Table II.2,
Changes in the Regional camposition.or the Bombay

46 Sikhs entering the Bengal army encounterdthe *"quiet
' but persistent opposition of the Oude and Behar men,..

that such opposition is no small obstacle to the
introduction of new classes intoc the army, all expe~
rienced officers know full well, Bven the determina-
tion of the present Commander-in-Chief at Madras, when
commending the Hurriana Light Infantry, eighteen years
_agoy did not enable him to carry such a measure. He
tried to introduce into its ranks the hardy 'Aheers!
and 'Ranghurs' of the Province, but failed: we hav
it from his lips, the Rajpoots and Brahmins icuticd
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Formerly no reces,‘tfibas or castes were denied enlistment,
either by the regulations or the practice of the Bombay
army. This ¢hangédﬁ_,The confidence of numbers encouraged
the high caste sepoy to refuse to serve in the same corps
with the lowest of the untouchable castes, the Mgngs, the -
Mehters and the Dhers, Objections from an increasingly in-
fluential body stopped the recruitment of these men, until
in _ despair'they'no longer presented themselves as |
soldiers,h7 Other upxcuchable cagtes survived but in
-diminished pfoportians,_Parwaries and gggg;§-décliniﬁg from
19,3 per cent in_1824 to 11 per cent in 135q,“8

The Hindustanis displaced the men of the Bombay Presi-
dency. As Hindustan rose from 7,465 men or 30 per cent of
the army in 1824 to 12,479 men or 50 per cént in 1851-52, |
the Xonkan slipped from 13,391 men or 52 per cent in 1824
to 1Q,170 men or 4% per cent in 1851-52a49- Displacement
accompanied demoralization. The‘ﬁindustania's disproportionate
share of promotions caused despair. HMalcolm cbserved, %the
inhabitaﬁts of Bombay Presidency are discouraged from
entering our ranks ,.. from an impression that the superior
stature, and the more soldier - like appearcance of the
Rajputs, often‘recomménd them to promotion in cases when

Contgd... Lone 46

the new Levies out of the corps." Lawrence, Indian
Army Reform, September 1856, ¢p.cits, P. 228,

47 PP, Commons. 1859, c. 2541, pp. 71, 207.

48  See Table L/, Changes in the Caste Composition of the
Bombay Army, 1824, 1851~52, 1859,

49  See Table II.2, Changes in the Régioﬁal’ﬂompasition
of the Beombay Army, 1824, 1851=52, 1859,
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the equally effictent Konkani and Deccani in all the subs=
tantial qualities of a soldier give them as gocd if not
better pretensions,“so To protect Konkanl and Deccani
recruitment Malcolm suggested the: segregation of Hindus-
tanis in a distinct corps, "than that their numbers, aided
by their looks, should tend to lessen the self esteem, and
damp the hopes of men of lower caste and statura.”51

The change in recruitment caused social and economic
disruption. HMalcolm in pleading the cause of the displaced
Bombay recruit, stressed the backward linkages that recruit-
ment forged with the cduntrysidez fFor the welfare of the
Presidency there is (a) very good reason.. why its army
should be recruited from (ts own provinces. Not only do
the men receiving pensions retire to spend them in its
villages, but the sepoys on actual service reixil: (as is
well known to everyone acquainted with the kind and £1 Lial
feelings of the Natives of India), a portion of their pay
for the subsistence of their parents and families, This
not only to a certain degree enriches the village, but
affords a great inducement to the youngmen to enlist, with
the view ofltollowing so enviable an example, With the
Hindustani sepoys all this is lost¢“52

Disruption provoked protests from peasantry and‘of£i~

50  Report on the Bombay Army by Malcolm to William Ben-
tianp dated 27th November 18300 _P;Eg Cqmmo’ns, 1867§
vol. 529 Pﬁper 5009 Po 1760

51 Ibid., p. 176, Also see PP, Commons, 1831«32, 735 v
P. 199, para 30, i ? ? ’

52 PP, Commons., 1831=32, vol. 735 v, Appendix B, No, 3,
PP. 198-199,
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cialdom. In Ratnagiri, a centre for Konkani recruitment;
po&erty and unemployment increased as "recruits for the
Bombay army are drawn to.a far less extent than formerly
from the Bombay territories,“53 In the Southern Maratha
€ountry, villagers complained that many of their finet young
men had for years past sought enlistment but recruitment
parties had rarely visited them, Reverme éf%iéials warned
that the worst was yet to follow for ﬂwhen this change (in
recruitment) begins to diminish the present numbers on the
.pension list, its influenee will be still more disadvanta«~
geous to the 1ndustry and also to the rev@nue of the collec~

torate.“sk

Alarmed, the Bombay Government resolved that
"the change in the mode of recruiting by transxering large
funds vhich used to be dovoted to the support of the popula«
tion of this Presidency to that of oﬁhér countries, British
and foreign, cannot but have a prejudicial effect upon the
peasantry and revenues of Bombay, w93 .

- Economic resentment at Hindustani dominance stoked
political mervousness. The Bombay government feared that

its army would follow the Bengal example in being controlled

5% Extract para 45 of a letter from the Snperintendent,
Reverme Survey and Assessment, Southern Maratha

&untry, No. 44, dated 30th Januar 1844, Bom, Mil
.Cons, 1851=53, vol° 492, No. 169 of 1852, rﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁr-JﬁL

54 Ibid,, pe 153.

55 Extract para 10 of the Resolution passed by Government
‘ . under date 7th May 1852 on a letter from Captain Vingate,
Survey Commissioner, No. 97, dated 29th March 1852
" reporting on the plan of Survey and Assessment mos%
suitable for the Collectorate of Khandesh. Ibid., p.155.
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by a Hindustani clique. The proverbial clanship of the
56 '

.'wés known to insi)ire the mutinoUs |
character of the Bepgallarmy.57 To curtail Higdugtani ine~

Hindustani sepoys
fluence,ithe Bombay army was ordered t§ dfirect regiments
with a prepahdefancéﬁof Hindustanis to recruit from Ratna= f'“
giri and the Southern Maratha @ountry, The idea _béing‘ that
"a due proportion of different castes should be mingled in
the ranks of the native regiments of the line, that the
Jcountry and the army £00 would be benefited by recruits
being drawn from the(chbay) districts.."8

Army officers too criticized the high proportion of
Hindustani sepoys. Sinclair resenting the preference for

Pardeshis (strangers) over men of ‘our' Presidency, said;

56 Maleolm worried that the Bengal sepoys are alive to
- every impulse, and from similarity of feeling, all .
Vibrate at the same touch. PP, Commons. 183132, vol.
735 vy, po 189,

Similarly Sleeman noted with some awe of "the sepoys
belonging to (the) Rajput class whose hostile feelings
when excited know no bounds, and the injuries, real

or imagined, of one member are avenged by the whole
class with a reckless disregard of 1life almost incre~
dible,® - : o

Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Sleeman, Resident at
Oudh, to Charles Allen Esquire, officiating Secretary
to the Government of India, dated Lucknow Residency,
17th January 1853. For, Pol, Cons., dated 28th Jamary
1853, Nos. 92«103, .

57 "The normal state of the Bengal army.... appears as a
state of mutiny." Brigadier~General John Jacob, Views
‘and §§é2é0n8° Po 117. For an account of the {Masi) o
mutinies that overlook the Bengal army, see Barat,
op.cit., pp. 187=290. _

58 - Letter from the Secretary, Military Department, Bombay,
to the Adjutant General of the Bombay army, dated 21st

?gg 1852, Bom, Mily Cons, 185153, vol. 492, pp. 157~
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/

"I do not think that the Native ..... from Hindustan was
equai to his work"he was a large and goed lboking man, but
still he had not the activity and 1ntelligence vhich the
(smaller) lower caste man haso“sg Moreover, upper-India
recruitment entailed administrative difficulties; for "the
Bombay officer generally _leaswiza different language from
the Hindustani mah;- The dialects of'India are so very
different that frequently a man who could communicate well
“with the subjects of the Bombay Preszdency, have a dirfi-
 culty in communicating with Hindustani men, or rather in
understanding tnem..gnso _J
| The Bombay army did not vait for goﬁernment orders to
reduce Hindustani preponderance}61' Right from 1848 infantry
regiments were ordered to "ensure a due proportion of men of
different;céstes and districts being mingled'in the ranks,
oo two~thirds of.evef& corps being for the future natives of
the.Bombay‘Présidendy and states adjoining.“Gz

59 Eviaeﬁce of Snwclair, PPy Commons , 18599 Co 2575,
, Pp. 98-99,

60  Ibid. pp ag- 9.

61 The army explained that following the reductions
ordered in 1847 many regiments still had supernvmeries
on their rolls, Consequently very little fresh recruit-
ment took piace., Accordingly few recruting parties
visited the Bombay districts,

- Letter from L&eutenant-Colonel Heo Hancock, Adjutant
General of the Army, to Major Maugham, Officiating
Secretary to chernment, Military Department, Bombay,
dated Poona, 24th June 1852, b;dn, pP. 166,

62 Ibid., Do 165,
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Social Composition of the Recruits Englisted
During the Years 1848 to 1852,

Reglons __\RECRUIES |
Numbers Percentage
Hindustan ' | 949 30
Konkan : 1536 38
Deccan 295 9.2
Central Carnatic 175 5.5
and Madras N , R _
Gujrat . . . . . . 108 . 3.5
Gea . . . . 82 25
Stndh -~ - 2
Khandesh | 1 063
Bombay ‘ - 7 0.2
| TOTAL: - 392
Cagtes : |
' Marathas | 1620 50
Muslims | | 625 20
Bralmins & Rajputs | 193 - 6
~ Christians . 173 54
Other castes . 584 18

ToraL 3195

‘Note : ¢ Difference in total between regions and castes
- are original mistakes,

Source ¢ Bom. Mily. Cons, 185153, vol, 492, attached to - .
Poe . . ' . ,



Accordingly of recruits enlisted from 1848 to 1852,
62 per.cent'were'frcmrthe Bombay Présidency; Konkan accoun=
ted for 48 per ceﬁt, Deccan 9,21per_cent, Gujrat 3,3 per
cent, Sindki per ceht,'Khéndesh 0,3 per cent, and'Bombay
Island 0.2 per cent. Goa, an adjoining territory comprised
2.5 per cent. Gutside Presidency recruitment shrank %o 35.5
fer cent; Hihﬂustan contributing 30 per cent, Central Garnatic
. and Madras 5.5 per cent., The caste break up of the recruits
reveals Marathas 50 per cent, Huslims 20 per cent, other
castes 18 per cent, Brahmins 6 per cent, Christians 5.4 per
_ cent, and Eurasians 0.3 per cent 53 L ,

"~ This recruitment pattern explains the socisl composi-
tion of the army in 1859, The preference for Bombay Presi-
dency recruits led to Kgnkanis rising to 49 per cent of the
‘axmy, Deccanis remainang constant at 9 per cent, while Hindu-
stanis sank to 39 per cent. Continuity was inteqpersed with
change. Konkan, Deccan and Hindustan strengthened their
monopoly over military employment from 89 per cent in 1824
to 97 per cent in 1859c6h
strata from these three fegions which filled the Bombay

However it was a different social

‘ranks.' The Bombay army remained heterogenecus but shed its
earlier low caste character. The typicel Konkani recruit
¥as no longer a Farwari but a Mara thag Marathas formed the

; 63_‘. See Table IIQS. Sccial Composition of Recruits Englsted

from 1848 to 1852. Bom. Mily, Conss 1851-53, vol, 492,
‘Attached to p. 177.

64  See Table J'Q , Changes in the Regional Composition of
the Bombay Army, 182 1851-52, 1859,
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largest single caste in the Bombay army. With Marathas,
37 per cent, Brahmins, 10 per cent, and Rajputs, 7 per cent,

totalling 55 per cent of the entire force, the Bombay army
e g 65

took on a high castg colouring.
| The cavalry w&s pgeserved as a high-caste enclave,
To deféat the Maréthas, predominagtly a cavalry power, the
'company waé compelled to ¥raise regular cavalry regiments‘ss
The infantry's *open-door' recruitment policy was inappli-
cable to tﬁe cavalry for horsemanship was the prerogative
of the higher orders of soclety. Amongst the Indian states,
"service in the cavalry was socially an honourable profe-
ssions thus a commoﬁ trooper was looked on as a gentleman,
and such men, even when_illiterate, often rose to the
highest positions,"67 To persuade these upper~class horse=-
men to enlist, the company maintained its cavalry regiments
on én exclusive footing. This entailed a policy of no=-
admission to all save the horse-riding high castes, an

68

exclusion scrupulously adhered to. Accordingly the Bombay

65  See Tablell'| , Changes in the Caste Composition of
the Bombay Army, 1824, 1851«52, 1859,

66 The first regular cavalry raised in Bombay was a troop
~in 1804 followed by another in 1816, These two troops

formed the core of the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Bom=
bay Zight cavalry raised in 1817, A third Regiment

wvas added in 1820, Boris Mollo, The Indian Army,
Blandford Press, Dorset, 1981, ps o S0 see Ray-
mond Callahan, The East India Company and Army Reform,
A757-1798, Haryard, o Po Do '

67  Irvine, op.cit., Pp. 10-11.

68 "It is in any case advisable that the native cavalry
should be maintained on that respectable footing which
had hitherto been preserved with care.® PP, Commons,

e
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cavalry restricted recruitment to "men of the Musselman,
Mahratta, or Poorbee caste... (who).. should know something
of the management of a horse,"69

~ Such special dispensation made the Bombay cavalry a
Hindustani bastion"m The cavalry drew "principally from
Hindustan,. Oude, and the Doab, between the Jumna and
Ganges.“71 Consequently the troopers were "chiefly Hindoos=-
tanees, Mshomedans and Hindoos, (with) a higher proportion
of Brahmins and Rajpoots than the Native Infantry regi-
ments."72 There were a few Marathas and Muslims from the
Bombay Carnatic and the Madras Presidency;73

Cont'de,e fon, 68 -
1857-58, vol. x1iii, quoted by A. Bopegamage, Gaste,
Class and the Indian Military: A study of the Social
Origins of Indian Army Personnel, in Jacques Van
Doorn (ed.), Military Profession and Milita Regimes,
Moriton. The Hague, * p Do |

”69 G.0.C, dated 5th November 1817, Jameson's Code, po
h 768, para 48,

70 In 1824, 72 per cent of the riders came from Hindustan,
7.8 per cent from Gujrat, 5.7 per cent from the Deccan,
4 per cent from the Carnatic s 3.2 per cent from Malabar~
Kanara, 2, zer cent from the Konkan, 2.4 per cent from
Malwva and 1.4 per cent from Bombay Island. _ = T
e gar Edons mdrSecia%wCamgos&t&en@e$w$he
Boabay:- Army 3.11“182@ Boh . My . s) 1824, VoL 134,
Pr>53~ L.

71 Evigggce of Colonel Green, PP, Commons. 1859, ¢. 2541,
Do .

72 Ibid,, p. 207,
73 Evidence of Brigadier-General John Jacob, ibid,, p. 78.
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The Hindustani character'of the Bombay cavalry s
undistufbed by orders restricting recruitment to the Bombay
Presidency. From 1848 to 1852 two-thirds of all recruits
to the Bombay army were from the Bombay Presidency but 63
per cent of the cavalry recruits cOntinued to be from
Hindustan.’® Ironically, a period of cutbacks in outside
Presidency recruitment saw a further increase of Hindustanis
in the cavalry, from 72 per cent in 1824 to 79 per cent in
1851-52,7°

*The advent of cavalry heralded the arrival of the
Muslim trooper. The Muslim passbn for horses, "a horse 'is)
a delight of a Mchomedan at all periods of 1ife,"’C trans-
lated. into a preference for the cavalry.77 Malcolm commen=-
ted that twith the exception of the Mahratta tribe, the
Hindoos, are not, generally speaking, so much disposed as
| the Mahomedans to the duties of a trooper."78 As it wvas the

74 Return showing the number of recruits enlisted in each

- regiment of the Native Army since the Inspection of
the Season 1847-48 with their castes and countries.
Adjutant General's Office, Poona, dated 16th September
185%57 Bom, Mily, Cons, 1851~53o vol, 492, attached to
Pe °o '

75 Extract from the Annual Insp ection Reports of the
- Native Army of the Season 1851-52, -showing the number
of each caste and country of Privates in each regiment.
Adjutant General's Office, Poona, dated 20th July 1852,
Ibidco PP 172=173.

76 Reply of Captain Balmain dated 31st March 1832, BB,
, Commons 183132, 735 v, p. 315.

77 . Ibid., DPp. xovi, cvi.
78 Ibid., p. 188,
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Bengal regular and irregular cavalry was largely Hindustani
Muslim.’? The Madras cavalry, originally raised by the
Nawab of Arcot from the local Muslim aristocracy, vas almost
wholly Carnatic Muslim.‘ao In the ”chﬁay ai-my the recruitment
. of Hindustani Mislims; began with the formation of the |
cavalry regiments.m In 1.824 Musiims formed 13.6 per cent
of the Bombay a':my but 35.8 per cent of the r;*ansm].r's‘r.82
Malcolm welcomed the high proportion of Muslims in the
cavalry for through this - prestigious eniploynient the British
secured the affections of a powerful landowning ¢like 83
~ The policy of high caste recruitment for elite arms

extended to the artillery. The importance of artillery

exaflted the gunners. Observers recognized that "the value

79 Evidence of Philip Melville, Secretary, Military
_ Department, East Indiz House, PP, Commons. 1852=53,
vol, 27. Paper 426, p. 2. Evidence of Colonel Harring-
ton of the Bengal Cavalry, PP, Commons., 1859, c. 2515,

pe 48, Also ses Rizvi and Bhargava (ed.) eedon
‘Strugele in Uttar Pradesh, st .%.TT;'
Po .

80  Reply of Captain Balmain, op.cit., p. 315.
81  Cadell, gp,cit, pp. 13=15.
82 ' '

83 ".0s though the Mahomedans may be more dissipated and
, less moral in their pivate conduct than the Hindoos,
they are zealous and high spirited soldiers, and its
excellent policy to have a consliderable proportion of
them.in the service, to which experience has shown
they often become very warmly attached." PP, Commons,
183 "3,23 735"9 Po 1880
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of artillery is .. greater in (India) than in any other
part of the world, Guns are an object of intense fear to
the natives, and ... become objects of attaehment and '

‘worship to the Indian gunners¢ nBH

Sepoys refused to fight
unless accompanied by guns and gunners,>> The‘gg;g_gag
formed an elite, "making it a point of honour .. to remain
with their guns to the last, even vhen deserted by the
other arms."7 Such exclusiveness bred exclusion for at
enlistment, "the idea was first of getting high caste men

88

for vhat we considered high caste service," - Consequently

the enlistment of tyery low castes“'was prohibitedoeg_

84 Extract from General Remarks by 51r John.Lawrenceo
Chief Commissioner of the Punjab, Brigadier«General
Chamberlain, and Lieutenant-Colonel Edwards, PP,
Commons, 1859, ¢. 2515, p. 62, para 26, Also see
remarks by Willoughby, former Chief Secretary, Bombay,
ibid., p. 102,

85 Evidence of Colonel Harrington, ibid., p. h7.

86 Golandaz, literally meaning 'ball thrower‘ is deri-
ved from the Fbrsian tgol? (bal), and tandaz! the
root of ‘andakhtan' {to throw), Its Anglo-Indian
‘appfillation refered to the corps of Indian gunnersc
Irvine, O Cito, pc 1580

87 Evidence ‘of Sir Robert Seott, PP, Commons, 1831~32,
735 v, pe xlvi, For the British the professionalism
of the Golandaz proved a double-edged swords ",., the
(Indian) gunners (are) most excellent, but they cannot
be trustedj they have a religlious veneration for their
guns; and, in proportion as they are most valuable to
the government they serve, so are they mere formidable
vhen they choose to be rebeliions." Mimate by the
Governor=General of India, dated 9th August 1858, PP
Commons, 1859, c. 2515, Appendix No. 56, p. 61, para 20,

88 Evi@ence of Sinclair, ib;d., Pe 99,

89  Evidence of Brigadieraceneral John Jacob, EB, Commons,
1859, co 2541, p. 1 |
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| High caste exclusiveness, made the Golandaz a Hindus=-
‘tani preservexk5ﬁ1n&ustan vas the largest supplier of high
icaste sepoys. | '

' Ag the handling‘of gunsvrequired.strong'men,-thé:
" ‘better built Hindustani wes preferred,’® Contemporaries
'obéérved‘thaf'tﬁe Golandaz drew-mﬁinly'fram‘ﬁiﬁdustén'

proper with a Sprinkling of Marathas from the Konkan and

91 i 1851-52 Hindustanis totalled 85 per cent,
' 'Konkan 6,7 per éént, Dececan 5 per cent, Northern Circars

- Deccan,

.7 per cent and Seuth Carnatic Q.75 per. cent.gz ‘

' Thus efforts to central the inflax of Hindustanis into
_ the Bombay arny were only partially success ful. Mixed
Success hinged on mixed feelings Initially Bombay officers
i were flattered by the size and military bearing of the Hindu-
stan;. chever alarnm at their high,numbersclnd bullying
tactics, the adverse economic effects en the Fresidency |
inspired a ciat back of Hindustani enlis tment.. Accordingly
in the 1nfantry, vhich abnstituted 85 per cent of the

Bombay army, Hindustanis experienced a2 drop. ,However “the

4

90 “Hiﬁdustanis ‘wer'e selected on having more physical
power to manage artillery." Evidence of Colonel Green,
PPQ Commcngp 1859, ¢» 25#19 Pe 211,

91 vlbidgg Pe 2110

92 Extract from the Anmual Inspection Reports of the )

: * Native Army of the Season 1851-52, showing the number
of each caste and country of Privates in each Regiment.
Adautant-General's Office, Poomna, dated 20th Jul

1852. gg Mily. Cons, 1851~53, Vol, 492, pp. 1 ;2«-173':



62

Hindustani character of the 6avalry and artillery was un-
disturbed, The excuse offered was that these -présfig;iﬁcus _
services required_ the high castes and large men predomié
nantly _sup‘pliedv by Hindustan; thereby ,justifyinlgv a grqwing
Hindustani. monopolys | o |
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"This army is our safety and our danger
«» plots and conspiracies may be formed,
but they will never succeed while we
maintain the good spirit and fidelity

of ,. our force .., we must beware of ..
any measure that .mpairsthe confidence,
that undervalues the merits, or slights
the pretensions of men, who are every=
day becoming sensible of their own ime

- portance, and naturally seek for parti-
cipation in the benefits of a power they
have so largely contributed to establish,
and of which they cannot be ignorant
that they must continue the principal
support,®

- John Maleolm'

Now it is time to examine the other side of the
picture. We have dealt wii:h how the state went about
the process of recruitment, It realized the importance
of keeping the sepoy happy. But the extent to which it
succeeded was another matter; as it depended on the

extent to which the sepoys! expectations were met., In

1 PP, Commons, 1831-32, 735 v, Appendix B, No, 3
PP, 168=169, 202-203. P ’ ’
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this chapter we examine vhy men joined the Bombay army,
vhy they chose to stay in it, and vhy they sométimes

chose to leave,

The lLure 6£ Money s |

Predictably the primary enlistment motive was eco-

nomic, The Marathas had been poor paymasters; their pay

2

scales were arbitrary® and rarely enforced.3 ‘To obtain

their promised wages soldiers freguently mutinjed or sat

4

on dharna.. The Cempany'’s armies introduced a system,

2 Sen, op.cit., p. 11,
'3 Ibid., pps 53~54, 65-68.

Scindia, Holkar and the Peshwa were often idenfinitely
detained by their unpsid soldliers sitting on dharna
On this peculiar method of realizing arrears, ¥ajor
Broughton writes: "The man who sits the dhurna, goes
to the house or tent of him whom he wishes To bring
to terms; and remains there till the affair is set-
tled: during which time the one under restraint is
confined to his apartment, and not suffered to commi~
- nicate with any persons but those whom the other may
approve of, The laws by which the dhurne is regula-
ted are as well defined and understood as those of
any other custom. Vhen it is meant to be very strict,
the claimant carries & rumber of his followers,vho
surround the tent, sometimes even the bed, of his
adversary, and deprive him altogether of food; in
vhich case, however, etiquette prescribes the same
abstinence to himself: the strongest stomach of course
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18t Class 119
2nd Class 100
rd Class o1
Jemadar N
Havildsr = 24
Rk - 17
Drummer/Fifer 17 2
Farrier 21 0

Sepoy/Trooper/
Lasear vao 8t
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Source: 1832 Synopsis, p. xxxix.
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novel to the sub=continent, of monthly payments, both fixed
and regular.5 An assured income made the sepoy independent
of the vagaries of the monsoon and the fortunes of var. As
ndght féllawed day, he got his seven rupees every manth.6
At rupees seven per mensem Sepoy pay was modest but
"gonsiderably superior® to a labourer's wages. British
- officials agreed that the advantage in favour of the sepoy
was 4 :'7 ‘oo that the éepby has nearly dodbie what the
_Hlowest ‘workman or common labourer has."‘?‘ Fer a sepoy this
was the absolute minimum, |
| In the cavalry and Golandaz pay scales were higher,
Anx;ous to preserve their élite character,vthese corps paid
more_ to get the 'Sest recruits., Their different status,
level of training and nature of duties was used to Jjustify
~ the higher grade. thereas every month an infantry sepoy
got k. 7, a golandaz gunner got k. 8. 100, and a cavalry
| trooper k. 1002.,0.8
| In the entire army pay increased with rank. Promotion
£r6m privgte to non—cogmissioned officer ;nvolved a modest

increase, but fromvhon-commiss‘idned‘ officer to commisgitoned

Cont’dsn f§no 4 h o . - .

| carries the day." Broughton, Legters Yritten in a
Mahra%ta,Camg, pPP. 31=32, Quoted by Sen, Op.cit,,
Po_ 3 3180 see pp. 53'5& fon. .

Barat, op,cit., pP. 127.

See TableTil:, Pay Scales in the Bombay Army.

PP, Commons, 1831=32, 735 v, P. xxxix.

See Tablelli‘l , Pay Scales in the Bombay Army.,

©® N o6 W
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TABLE IIT'2

Staff Allowances in the Bombay Army

Ranks Infantry Cavalry Golandaz

Bse As, Ps¢ K, As, Ps., K. As. Ps.
Subedar-Major 25 0 O 25 0 O 2% 0 0
Native Adjutant 17 2 0 17 2 0 =
Havildar-Major 10 G O .10 0 0 - 10 0 O
:'Ii'um/fife ‘Ma..j;orvv 6 10 1 0 0 6
Farri-er_ Major - | 21 0 O -
Drill Havildar 5 1 0 10 2 0O 51 0
Dri11 Natck/ | o
Riding Master 3 2 O 17 0 53 2
 PayHavildar 51 0 500 5
0O o -

Colowr Havildar 2

Source 1 1832 Synbpsis, Appendix (A), pp. 179-120,
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officer, pay increased sharply. Thus an infantry sepoy
could aspire to the rank of First Class Subedar, with a
pay ten times his ovm.,g (See Table IIIJ..g FPay ,Scales- in
the Bombay Army.) » . . |

In the army all ranks enjoyed p_aj:_g:_a_&w Originally
a field allowance batta defrayed the expenses of the
march, sepoys having to pay for food, fuel and shelter
on their own. Amounting to almost a third of their basic
pay,“ m Séwed as an inducement to the sepoy %o
serve outside the territory he was recruited in. In time

9 Staff Allowances made a substantial addition to the
pay of nonecommissioned and commissioned officer,
See Table fll') , Staff Allowances in the Bombay Army.

10 ®"Bhata or bhatda: an extra allowance made to officers,
- soldiers, or other public servants; when in the

field, or on other special grounds; also subsistence
money to witnesses, prisoners, and the like, Mili-
tary Batta originally é&n occassional allowance, as
defined, grew to be a constant addition to the pay
of officers in India.,. The question of the right
to batta on several occasions created great agita-
tion among the officers of the Indian army... The
origin of this word (is obscure). There are, how~

,gver, ls)gavgrtzl Igindi words in xéural use, suctix as
hat, bha s Madvances made to ploughmen without

Interestv, and bhatta, bhantd, "plougiman's wages
in kind," with vhich it is probably connected. It

. hag also been sugﬁes_ted, without much probabili
that it may be allied to bahut, “much,excess"., - £

- 48 Jjust possible that the familiar military use of

the term in Indiea may have been influenced by the
existence of the European military term bit or bit-
money., The latteriis from bat, a pack saddle and
implies an allowance for carrying baggage in the
field." HobsoneJobson, p. 72

11 See Table '3, Field Extra Batta Scales in the Bembay
-, myo. | . |
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TABLE HOL'3

Ramks  Infantry = Cavalry
800

27|

Subedars

Jemadars
Havildars .
Naiks/Trumpeteers
Drummers/Farriers

NN =
NN N o
© O © O O O

Troopers/Sepoys

Source : 1832 Synopsis, Appendix (A), No. 62, p. 121,
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batta became a customary pevocusite . as various canton-
ments were designated as half or full batta stations. It
was expected by way of right by both European officers

and sepoys; batta stoppages causing serious disaffection,
even mutiny as in the Bengal armyo12

Differentiation and gradations 1n,pay‘scaies are
important for, while enlisting, the recrult calculated
carefully, To induce men to enlist, the army had to
offer a higher remuneration than what they obtained at
home, Efforts to emulate the policy of the Royal Sappers
and Miners, in recruiting artisans Specialized in parti-
‘cular erafts, fajled as -

anything like skilled labour in

Than what onilstment holds forth.n!3
Similariy,the sea-iafing castes of the Bombay Fresi-
:dency; Grabdees, Karmees, Colies, Boes and Daldees,
refused to enlist as they gained a "sufficiency for their
1ivelihood® as lascars in coastal shipping. Hence their
enlistment into the Marine Battalion, a service compatible
with their vocation, depended on,

"a sufficient inducement offered to
22§§1:§‘gizg up their (traditional)
Likeﬁise, the camel drivers and other camp followers

who returned home/rather than serve the 17th Dragooris on

12 Barat cit., Dp. 242-243, 249, Also see Callahan
- .cit "2"'—‘26, eS8 50, 125, 143, 195, 210, ?

13 PP, Commons, 1831-32, 735 v, p. 225,
14  Ibid,, pPe 73. '
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reduced pay, proved that;.

it could never be established in
the (British) territories, that
men should be pressed whenever
their services might be required,
and still less could these people
be forced into the Field on an
allowvance only equal to what they
could earn at hame."15

Enlistment behaviour wvas highly sensitive to changes

¢

in pay scales, Prior to 1837, the extra rupee ensured the
Golandaz the picke  of recrults; big, strong men to handle,
the heavy guns. In 1837 the discontinuance of the extra

~Tupee, by staﬂdardizingfpay at\infantpy rates, ruined the

16

Golandaz, The pay cut punctured the gunners!? prestige.

Artillery officers moaned that;

"oneslight circumstance will shew
with what a different feeling the
sepoy now looks to the Golundanze,

~hitherto, men from all regiments
were desired to be enrolled among
wish to go 4o other regiments.”

The Golandaz, desperate for recruits, scraped the
bottom of the burrel, The once elite corps now attgacted
a very “inferior description® of men, deplored as}
nwretched specimens of artillery..

a downright imposition on the

state having such men in the army
~at all, but especially in the

15 » Dos, to Court, dated 12th August 1815,

16  Testimony of Colonel Green, PP, Commons, 1859, c.
2541, p. 211, : . )

17 = Extract from a report made to the Inspecting Field

_ Officer by the Officer-in-Charge of the 1st and 2nd
Golundanze Battalions. Bom. Mily. Cons, 1844-46,
vol, 2689 PPo 532-533,
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Golundanze... (being mere) apologies
for soldiers."18

Salvaging the lost prestige of the Golandaz depended
on a pay rise.19 Appreciating the recruit's raticnale,
the commander-in-chief of the Bombay army swefully obser=-:
veds |
?,. the argument used by the men them=
selves when invited to enlist for the
Golandanze is, that the duties in the
infantry is lighter, the relilefs more
- regular, and the pay the same, and
that therefore the infantry is the
preferable line of service - and 1
confers that I am not able to refute
such reasoning,"20 L
Recruitment to unpopular services required the stimu~
lus of higher pay. A pay rise was recommended for the
sappers and Miners to
make the corps efficlent, for the
corps is not popular by reason of

the hard work required from the
soldiers."21

Recruits therefore did not blindly volunteer for just any
corps on the simple understanding that all corps offered

18 Letter from Major Decnuran, Commandant Artillery,
Poona Divisional Authority, to Major Coghlan, Brigade-
Major Artilliery, Bombay, dated Poona, 28th November
1844, Ibid,, p. 531,

19 Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Chagart, Adjutent-
General of the Army to Lieutenant Colonel Melvill,
Secretary to Government, Military Department, Bombay,
dated 20th December 1844, ibid., Pp. 525=526.

20 Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith, Commandant
- of Artillery, Artillery Head Quarters, Bombay, to the
AdjutantgGeneral of the Army, dated 24th Jamary 1845,
ibidc ? in 539“540. ‘ / '

21 Testimony of Colonel Green, PP, Commons, 1859, c.
2541, p¢-208. .
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a regular remuneration and opportunities for advancement,
There was a marked tendency to avoid units where the
duties were onerous without any compensatory benefits;

the recruit refusing more work for the same pay.

- The promotional system stressed merit not seniority.
Merely lengthy and blameless service conferred no insu=-
perable claim,?® Instead conformance to the military
ethic was crucial; sepoys being promoted for smartness,
drill, condﬁct and all round proficiency.23

The power of selection vested in the European officers
of the regiment, .From personel knowledge of the mens'
habits, sepoys were identified for promotion.za In some
regiments, like the elite Sindh Irregular Horse, examinae
tions_preceded promotion to the non-commissioned ranksozs
Accordingly, the rival qualifications of the men were known,

Merit-linked promotions strengthened European control
over the sepoy army. Promotion was an incentive for zeal
and loyalty. To earn his reward the sepoy had to perform
his duty to the satisfaction of his European superiors,

22  Evidence of Sir Bartle Frere, ibid, pp. 54=55.

23 Evidence of Colonel Poole, PP, Commons, 1859, Co
2515, po M7,

24 Evidence of Sir Bartle Frere, op,cit., p. 55.
25  Evidence of Colonel Green, ibid., p. 192,
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The men therefore strove to please their officers, who
thereby exercised great influence, appointing only trusted
Indian subordinates to maintain European ascen.dancy.26

To the Bombay sepoy, promotion by merit, promised respon-
s8ibility whilst still ycung.27- The average age of a 'Native!
Commissioned Officer in the Bombay army was only 33 years.Zo
As most British officers avolded regimental duties, administ-
ration and training devolved on the Indian officers. The
details of arming, clothing  and payment, the smaller duties
of camp and station, the interior economy of the sepoy lines,
the consideration of applications for furlough and character,
fell to the lot of the Indian officersuzg Youthful, active
and highly intelligent,3° these Indian officers were superior

26 Evidence of Trevelyan, PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2515, DP.
107-108. Also see Pelly, gp.cit., p. 114,

27 In contrast, in the Bengal army, promotion by seniority
restricted the commissioned-officer grade to 0ld men of

55 to 60 years or more, For reports of the Bengal
officer corps as aged and useless, see Barat, op.cit,,
Pe 1543 BXly, op.cit., p. 113; Evidence of Colone
Atchinson and Cap Macan, PP, Commons, 1831=32,
735 v, Po xc, para 623; Evidence of Colonels Harring-
ton, Wintle and Birch, PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2515,
Pp. 50, 130, Appendix 671, p. 81, .

28 Evidence of willoughby, ibid., p. 104,
29 Evidence of Captain Capon, V;bid., pe 127
30 Evidence of Colonel Hill, ibid., p. 96.
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not only to the privates from amongst whom they rose,31
but also to the European sargeant332 and the younger Euro=~
pean officers.33 '

‘Hence all sepoys took a very close interest in promo=-
tion., In an .era of restricted advancement, military service
remained the path to fame and fortune. British officials
resisted the Peel Commission's suggestion to abolish the
cadre of Native Commissioned Officers, in favour of gradua=
ted scales of pay and pension, for - |

| "gsuch a measure would soon effec=
tually abolish the native army ..
as enlistment would cease.,. Our best
native officers and soldiers do not
serve simply for pay but for distince
tion, and would not enter at all if

debarred promotion t03£osts of
honour and prestile.”

recruit. T6 8itsram, his uncle,.a'Jemadar'in tﬁe Bengal

.army, seemed the very personification‘of power and riches:

'39 © Evidence of Colonel Green, PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2541,
... Ps 192, For .a contrary view see Melvill, ibid,, p. 222,

32 - Evidence of Colonel Green, ibid., pp. 193, 206.

33 ",0 it often appeared to me very hard that when the
native officers had made themselves more efficient
than the Buropean 6fficers, some of the younger ones

'of whom were very often for a very long time unfit for
anything, they should be placed so immediately under
those unfit Europeans officers.® Captain Capan, PP,
Commons, 1859, c. 2515, p. 130, o '

34 Testimony of Sir Bartle Frere, PP, Commons, 1859, c.
25A1g PPs 55, 206,
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t“The rank of Jemadar I looked on as
quite equal to that of Ghaziuddin
Hyder, the King of Oudh himself.
Infact, never having seen the latter,
I naturally considered.. my uncle
ag of even greater importance, He
had such a splendid necklace of gold

- beads .. and above all, .. 8n un= .
limited supply of gold mohurs., I
longed for the time when I might .

- possess the same, which I then
thought would be directly I became
the Compamy Bahadurts Servant."35

Even the lowest of the low dreamt such dreams. The
Bombay army offered unprecedented opportunities to the un-

36 37 enxerad the

todchable castes, These men, mostly Mahars,
ranks freely and mixed on an equal footing with sepoys of
higher castes, Many, through sheer ment, ascended to the

coveted grade of Native Commissioned Officer,’C Thus military

35 From sepoy to subedar = being the life and adventures
of Subedar Sitaram a Native Officer of the Bengal
Army. Written and related by himself, Translated
- and first published by Lieutenant-Colonel Novpate,
1873, James Hunt edition, Vikas, 1970, p. 4.

36"  Of the three Presidency armies, the proportion of un-
~ touchable castes, was highest in Bombay, constituting
one~fourth to one~fifth of the entire army. Cohen,
' The Untouchable Soldier: Caste, Politics, and the
Indian Army, oggcit., Po 455, o i

37 The position of the Mahar in the village was ambiguous;
"inferior and yet responsible in a vay beyond that of
servants.® Their ritual status was low, their presence
polluting, Yet they acted as village watchmen,
scouts and guardians of shrines. There is some evi-
dence of their inclusion in village panchayats. Their
testimony was essential in boundary disputes. In all;
despite their untouchability, they seem to have had
greater responsibilities and perhaps more influence
in the village community than might be expected. Evi-
dence of Sir Bartle Frere, PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2541,
P. 51; also see evidence of Captain Duff of the Bombay
Infantry, PP, Commons, 1831~32, 735 v, p. 395.

38 Evidence of Major General Sir John Malcolm, ibid,,
Appendix Bg NG, 39 P» 1% fbno
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service created'éncangruities between the Mahar's caste
‘status in society and the status which their ‘military
achievements entitled them.>> P
The Mahar movement for emancipation was launched by

ex=soldiers, Militéfy service createdla neé élite capable
of serving as brokers between the community and fhe govern=-
ment; men.wifh some education, cdnsiderable knowledge of
British ways and thé,habit.of command. :Gopal Baba Walangkar,
a retired soldier from Ratnagiri, £0unded;thé first Mahar
pawspaper;“GOpal Swami Yagavkar,vvenerated.és:a saint, wvas
a paymaster in the army. Subedar Bshadur. Gangaram Krishnaji
presided_over the ConferenCe of Deccan Mahafs; The army
lj:produced the cbmm&nity?s_greatest_1eader, Dr -Balasaheb
Ambédkar; whose father, both'grand-fathefs,'and'six maternal
" uncles were all Subedar-¥hjors.'C

The Advantage of Office:
" In Awadh the Hindustani sepoys enjoyed considerable
~ influence, Sepoys involved in 1it1gatioﬁ'injhwadh, forvar-
ded thgii‘pétitions to the Resident in,ﬁucknow; who sent

it to the Diwan, where it was immediately heard free of all

39 Ardythe Basham, Untouchable Soldiers «~ The Mahars
- and the Mazhbis, edited by ﬁ%ﬁgwan Das, Ambedkar
ahltya frakashan, Bangalore, p. 42, I am grateful
. to Shri S.K. Thorat of the Centre for Regional

Studies and Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
for drawing my attention to this booklet, _

40.  Ibid:, pP. 33, 37-39.
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charges and formalities.41 This unique facility probably
originated as a gratuity for severance from home.- It was
rationalized on the ground that service in: the British
armies prevented the Awadh sepoy from prosecuting his case
in person, Hence the British Resident expedited their
claims 342 »

High powered attention to sepoy petitions popularized
litigation, Sepoys obtained leave to .return to Awadh to
establish their title. As leave was gragtedswith full pay
and allowances, complaints were made that -

“many (sepoys) get leave of absence

from Bombay for ten months at a.

time for the sole purpose of pro-.

secuting their claims through the

‘Residenteat  Luckpowr .3 and there

are several instances in vhich the

same person has obtained the same

period of leave twice or thrice

over to prosecute thg same cla&m

or pretented claim.”

| ‘Litigational advantage encouraged the sepoy to challw

~ enge the village hierarchy. Gangsram Sipahi of the 24th
Bombay Native Infantry, petitioned the Lucknow Resident,
alleging extortion by his landlord. Gangaram vas a Mali,
Most families of Mali sepoys cultivated land, the rent
being defrayed by hundi remittances from their érmy pPaye.

41 Evidence of Colonel Harrington, PP, Ccmmons, 1859,
. Ce 2515, Pe 50. '

42 Letter from Colonel Sleeman, Resident at Lucknow, to
. Charles Allen Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the
Government of India, dated Lucknow Residency, 17th
Jamary 1853, For, Pol, Co » 28th Jamiary 1853,
Nos. 92~103.

43 Tucker, Adjutant—ﬁeneral of the Amy, to Birch, Offi~-
ciating Secretary to the Government of India, Military
Department, dated 13th December 1852, ibid,, *No, 90,
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The military connection of a lowhcaste sepoy like Ganganam,
not only financed his family's tenancy, but provided o -
suf:icient\leverage to humiliate his landiord. The lande
- 1ord's humilistion was all the more galling as the village
 panchayat found that the impugned amount was his due renf,
Gangaram’s plea of extortion being dismissed as false,“h

The challenge to ldcal authority often rééched alarm-
ing proportions, The most spectacular incident is provided
by Subedar Hussain All of the Bombay Marine Regiment. Sube~
dar Ali left Awadh as a young recruit never to return to his
‘native land., Twenty-five years passed, He married, raised
a family and was altogether domiéiled 4n the Bombay Presi—
dency.r Yet, for his relatives in Awadh, he petitioned the
Resident at Lucknow to get efight whole villages in the
Sultanpur district. The Subedar's claims were set forth
as decrees to be at once enforced by men bearing warrants
for ccnfiscatioh. The defendant, one Raghublir Dayal, a
large zamindar, revolted. Defying the military firce of
Awadh, the zamindar retreated with his followefs into a
large, well constructed md fort. As the fort was located
on the border of Awadh and British Inéia;,%he cannonade
caused damage in the British territories, creating a dip-
lomatic incident between Avadn and the Company,as

44 Letter from Colonel Sleeman, Resident at Lucknow to
Charles AllenAEgggire, Officiating Secretary to the
Government of India, dated Lucknow Residency, 17th
Jamiary 1853, ib;d., PPo 17=20%

45 Tucker, Adjutant-General of the Army to the Cfficiat-
ing Secretary of the Government of India, Military
Department, dated 13th December 1852, ibid., pp. 12«14,
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The power /& sepoy wielded stimulated recruitment to
the Companys' armies, Sitaram's father urged him to enlist-

as he was fighting a lavw suit over his right to a 1arge
mango grove, He thought that;

. %Having a son in the Company Bahadur'
- service would be the means of getting
his case attended to in the law courts
"of Lucknow; for it 4s well known that
a petition sent by a soldier, through
his Commanding Officer, who forwarded
it to the Résident Sahib in Lucknow,
'g nerally had prompt attention paid to
ts and carried more weight than even
~ the bribes and party interests of %
~mere subject of the King of Qudh,® 5

The Last Resort:

'Ea&, prestige'ahd power were good reasons for joining
the armys Uften hsSever they were not persuasive enough;
the recruit enlisted not because he wanted to, but because
he had to. He:was»not-pulléd into ihe.érmy; he was pushed
into 1t. | | |

" The disruption of agricultural pursuits forced upe
rooted;peasants to consider the army as a means of live-
1lihood, ' The Collector of Khandesh reported;

" %ghen the Natives of this Province

. enlisted, the country was, as an old
Pensioner told me, either densely

- populated or a prey to anarchy and
confusion, In the first case it vas
considered a good provision for some
of the members of a large family to.
enlist and tn the second the inse~
curity both of person and property
that existed from .,. depredations
‘of freebooters, obliged whole villa-
~ges to desert and many persons who

46  Subedar Sitaram, opscits, Pe 5.
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were thus forced from their homes
entered the army as a means of
support .47

Hence amidst anarchy recruitment increased, serving
tvo main functions. Firstly, it siphoned off displaced
men from disturbed areas. Secondly, it provided economic
sustenance to impoverished families., However prosperity
and stabilization discouraged recruitment. In a peaceful
Khandesh the men no longer regarded the ranks with fapvour,

fors

if a man should at present enter
the army his departure from his
village would create a blank which,

~but in a few cases would be supp-
lied by his relations and connec-
tions and many that are dependent
on him.., would suffer, while the
comparative quiet and comfort which
is experienced under the Company's
government does anything but en=-
courage or excite a desire to for-
sake the occupations of their fore~
fathers."48

Well settled men avoided the army. In Gujrat, Banias
felt (dusunclinddto serve, not for any want of martiﬁl
qualities, but because "few are compelled for want of empldy-
ment or subsistence to think of military service "9 The
recruitment of Muslim khasgbatties, a martial class, "much

b

47 Letter of Major Robertson, Collector of Khandesh, to
Chaplin Esquire, Commissioner of Poona, dated Dhulia,
5th gegember 1823, Bom., Mily. Cons. 1824, vol., 124,
PPo 0=/,

48  Ibid,, pp- 6-71.

49 Letter of Major Milep, Political Agent at Palampur, to
Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, Secretary to Sir Charles
Colville, Commander-in-Chief Bombay, dated 4th March
18‘“"5 ibidgp PPo M"s“‘e
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Q_, .
addicted to debauchery" was only consequent to "total de~
ficiency of other employment.“so Similarly, the reluctance
of the military classes of Kathiawar to enlist, was based
on; : _

the facility with which these classes

procure lands, when unemployed free of

rent on a tenure of service, enabling

them to obtain a sufficient subsistence

to render them able to live in indigence
- without subJecting them to a sacrifice

of thogse habits of indolence that en= -
' tering our regular service would call .

for,n51 )
Thus any hopes of Kathiawari recruitment hinged on changes
in the tenurial structure, or as the Political Agent vivie
dly termed, changes in the fpresent state of power and
prOperty.“52 . S o

In affluent Gujrat, omly declining classes desperate

for employment considered military service. The Rajputs
were identified as theg'most likely recruits as their here-
ditary plots of lands proved too inadequate for their sub-
sistence, This made them serve in the armies of various
Princes which were being whittled by the COmpany.53 Simi-
larly, the coolies offered excellent chances of recruitment

due to their destitute state. The partial suppression of

50  Ibid,, pp. 44=51,

51 Letter from the Political Agent at Kathiawar to the
Chief Secretary to Goverrment, Bombay, Political
Department, dated 25th December 1823, ibid,, p. 36.

52 Ibid, F,Bé
53 Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay army to Elphinstone,

ggvernor and President in Council, Bombay, ibid., p.
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their raids made many, including village chiefs, enter the

4 bearers andygraSchutters.55 Hovr=

Bombay service as dooly
ever even these forlorn classes objected to the Brit}sh
service,'wriéing under the | |  ' o
jatscirline, S o e
B sning o Aracharge.s6.
| Thus military service was only considered whenﬁ'ééns
v‘of'livélghobd were exhausted. So long as customary forms
. of subsistence persisted, the people clung to their tradi-
tional vocations, pabits and lifestyles; no need being felt
to subjeétithemselves to the harshness of British service.
Hence the Bombay army was seen as & last resort, a dise-
agrééble short term involvement to be jéttisoned with the

availability of other, less rigorous employment.

Exit of the Disillusioned:
- The sepoy joined the army partly for the salary it
. offered immediately, and for the promise of future riches.

54 "Dhooly, Dooliet A covered litter; Hindi doli. It
conslsts of a cot or frame, suspended by the four
corners from a bamboo pole, and is carried by two or
four men... As it i1s lighter and cheaper than a
palankin it costs less both to buy or hire end carry,
and is used by the poorer classes. It also forms the
usual ambulance of the Indian army." Hobson-Jobson,

Sp.cit,, pPe 313,

55 Letter of Major Miles, Political Agent at Ralampur, to
Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, Secretary to Sir Charles
Colville, Commander-in-Chief, Bombay, dated 4th March
1824, Bom, Mily, Cons., 1824, vol. 134, pp. 44«51,
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The army prowded an outlet for his ambition; the desire
to command cimgd achieve an office of status;; If_gave him
an edge in civil disputes. In his village he was respec-
ted, perhaps feared, certainly not harassed with impunity.
Despite these incentives he enlisted reluctantly, leaving
his old life with misgiving. This attitude explains why
he often deserted to return to his village, and tdfﬁomfort
of a 1ife that was familiar,

Having -baecked into the apmy the reorwit was fereibly
kept in, Eseorts aceompanted reerulting parities to appre-
howd deserters. Beunty-hunters wore paid five rupees for
evory dese#ter caught. The frequency of this rhenomena |
made desertions assume epidemic proportiéns. From 1803 to
1808 desertions averaged more than 4,000 sepoys per annum.
Thus iﬁ a period of five years, deserfers eqnalied the
entire numerical strength of Bombay's sepoy army.57

To understand this exodus requires a detailed corps
by corps analysis over a considerable period of time. Un-
fortunately few records of deserters are available as regi-

mental papers were rarely preserved. However we have the

57 Major=General Sir John Malcolm, PP, Commons, 1831-32,
735 v, Appendix B, No. 3, p. 200, In 1808 the Bombay
Sepoy army totalled 21,237 men. A return to an
Order dated 30th November 1852, showing the total
number of Europeans and Natives employed at each
Presidency, and in all India, from the year 1800 to
1851, Submitted by Philip Melvill, Secretary Mili-
tary Department, East India House, dated 29th Novem~
ber 1852. PPB, Lords, 1852-53; vol. 13, p. 371,
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enquiry reports on the mass desertions in the 2nd Grenagdier
and 22nd N.I. Regiments posted at Baroda in 1846, This
source has obvious limifations. It covers desertions at
one station, in two regiments, over a short period of four
months. Nevertheless, in conjunction witﬁ other data,
these reporfs aré invaluable for they identify the deserter
and how he made his exit,. |
Yost deséfters weré fedruits and privétes with limi-~

ted service. Of the nineteen deserters from the 2nd Gre-
nadiers,»ién Qere recruits with Zess than a year's service.
'ﬂThe'rémainiﬁg nine were privates who had served between
‘one to four yearsgss’ 0f the fourteen,desértgrs ffam the
22nd N.I. only three were privates., This trio deserted to
‘_'returh'to the arms of their mistresses left behind in thw:sg
the attraction of the army palling before that of their
‘women, The eleven recruits were not so lucky. They hed -

"no reason for their desertion further

than that after a short trial of the

' service these young men were indis-
posed to submit to the striictnzss of

~ the discipline and took the first
- opportunity of deserting,®

58 Evidence of the Adjutant, Lieutenant Jermya, Drill
»Subedar Tularam, Jemadar and Native Adjutant Sanghram
Singh, and Hrill Havildar Bhikh Singh of the 2nd

Grenadier Regiment. Bom, Mily. Cons, 1846-47, vol,
307, pp. 109-111.

59 Evidence of Subedar=dajor Bhawani Deen of the 22nd
N.I., ibid.s Po 114,

60 Evidence of Major Hale, Commanding Officer, 22nd N.IX.,
ibid., p. 112,
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’

Significantly, non~commissioned officers rarely deser-
ted, and.commissioned officers almost never, This 1s
hardly surpfising as these men had 1nvesté&'a large portion
ofltheir lives in a rewarding military career”gnﬁ‘were‘ree
1uctan£ to forsake this investment, Thus the commitment
to éoldiering as a profession, expressed by length of
serviée in the afmy,sj determined who deserted; and equal~
1y important, who did not, |

Entering for the money the recruit left on obtaining
his dues. Desertions erupted following paydays. In the

2nd Grenadiers all nineteen deserters made their exit imme-
| diately after receiving their pay.62 Similarly in the 22nd

61 Military professionalism is & crowded and confused
fleld. Samuel Huntingdon identifies the basic in-
gredients of professiconalism, military or otherwise,
as ¢ expertise, responsibility and corporateness,
The soldier and %he state, New York, 1957, pp. 8-10,

cept for the first criterion these ingredients

are internmalized values difficult to measure or
even determine in historical circumstances., Accord-
ingly I have followed Scott's emphasis on ®length of
service in the army (GA) the most simple, if not
the most reliable, criterion for the professiomalism
of the soldlers of the line army... It is a mea=-
sure of exposure to military principles and discip~
line, particularly for the majority of the men who

- had enlisted as adolescents or young men, Also, it
may be something of a measure of acceptance of mili-
tary life, since possible alternatives existed, such
as desertion or,., discharge,? Samuel Scott, The
Response of the Royal Army to the Frensh Revolution =
The Role and ﬁeveioggenﬁ éﬁ §§e Line ﬁ?@iiig%::fgz,

ord, » Do Oo

62  Bom: Mily, Cons, 1846~47, vol. 307, pp. 109-111.
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N.I., paydays preceded all fourteen desertions.63 As the
sepoy paid for his uniform, arms and éqﬁipment in 1nstaii-
‘ménts, he took these with him, thereby avdiding fﬁnﬁecessary'
expenditure, o | B |

vCoilécting their dues and deserting particularii
| appealed”to'the Hindustani sepoyé. Most of fhe deserters
from the 22nd N,I, vere Hindustanis., Likewise, in the 2nd
- Grenadiers, thirteen out of nineteen deserters were Hindus-
tanis, %

-was traced to economic factors, Malcolm noted'that;

%"the Hindoostanee men, indeed, were

~ after a certain period of service
almost certain to desert; their view
in eniisting was generally to obtain
any opportunity of saving a sum of
money, which their parsimoniocus habits
enabled them to do, and they had no
local blas, for. they never brought
thelr wives and families with thenm
from Hindoostan. when their object.
was attained, they took the first
opportunity of deserting; and the
distance of their homes, which, as
well as their right names, are gene=-.
rally unknown, secured them from sube

sequent detecticn,"65 -

‘The reish of desertions amongst Hindustani sepoys

.fé the army the deserter was a misfit, Of the 2nd
Grenadier deserters; three are described as robbers, five
as debt~-dodgers, four as *doubtful characterst, and two as
'dislocated? men formerly of the Gwalior milifary service,

63 EVideﬂce of Major Hale b &bidgy Pe ‘1’13(’
64  Ibid., po 116. ' ,
65 PP, Commons, 1831=32, 735 v, Appendix B, No. 3, pv. 200,
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Descriptive Roll of g%serters.from the 2nd
‘ Grenadier Regime
| ’ Service A |
No. Rank and Nemes period’ Date of . Remarks
— — Yrs, Months Desertion -
1 Rec. Rameswaran - 4 11th Jul Degserted on knoir-
18 ing they were to
2 Rec¢, Shiv Deen - 4 =doe be discharged by

the surgeon with
the intention of
Jjoining another
COrpsS.

 Infamous bad cha=
racter. Deserted
on robbing a
Native officer's
house .

Fair character.

3 Pyt. Buskee Garadia - 1 & st J

'mth Augu~
st 18

-dof : ilnfanous charac-
]

4 Pvt, Jaganath Dubey 4
5 Pvt., Dudhraj Dikshit &4
S ters deeply in
6 Pvt, Kalka Singh 3 debt. Deserted on

7‘ 3 instigation of
Kalka S and

8 1 Shri Dubey who had
borrowed weapons
9 and money of large
amount,

Good man, Deserted
from hospital. No
reason,

Pyt, Shri Dubey
‘Byt, Shankar Dubey

Rec, Basant Upadhyay
10 Rec. Mossee Rasmoraze -

ViU 0 O NwWw W N
L+
]

318t Aug=
ust 1

41 Pvt. Sheikh Mohar Ali 3

4 Sthbgep$g g:%tchazacteggél
, . . ember er 2 probably
12 Pvt, Poorai 3 2 " 40e  lresponsible for
13 Brt. Ram Charan Tiwari 1 9 =do= {robbery on day of
: ‘ , desertion from
o , Poona Depot,
14 Rec., Ballu Gorania - 7 «d0= gauiet,goad man, No
o reasomn.
15 Rec, Shiv Govind
- Tiwari - = 5 =do ggubt{ug c%azictgrse
- serted a e ins-
16 Rec, e & =4%Ftance of sheikh, Rec.
, : Deen Mohammad, since
17 Rec. Ram Bayal Tiwari = 6 o decggse%iin Jail.
- - 4 Govind Tiwari origi-
L L 'Military Service.
19‘Re¢.v6uzraj Singh - 3

Zrd sep=)
tember 1 Dislocated man., Fore
fmerly of the Gralior

_ i , :
ggy, 10th Oct, 18&2 by order of Dt. Col. Soppitt, Commdtoat

aroda for the purpoge of 1nqpiring into_the cause of the late
Desertiens from the Y\lemwts ot Fis s‘t‘p,‘tc.oh

\QON4 TN cons .y voL. 30%) o g,
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Only three men are admittedly of *good charactera”66

Faulting the individusl eccentricities of the deser-
ter diverted blame from the regiment, The European and
Indian officers who gave evidence befcrefthevenqpiri commite
tee exonerated one another of any guilt. With suspicious
unanimity they stated that the drill and discipline were
mild; the stoppages on account of necessaries were made by
easy installments not exceeding what was authorized; the
drill-masters were on no account allowed to abuse or strike
thevrecruats: hence fhe deserters really had no cause of
complaint;67

The success of a2 desarter's escape depended on &
sympathetic soclety. Where populace and authority ignored
or asgisted the deserter, apprehension was iupossible,
Efforts by a military mrty to arrest deserters in Savant-
‘:wari were frustrated by the city Fouzdar who refused assis-
| tance when the sdldiers were attacked by 2 mob of over a
8 Tne failure of the mamlatdars to
detain or report the initial batch of deserters from the

 hundred villagers,

and Grenadiers, though ordered to do so, encouraged other
seppyé to desert with impunity. None of the deserters

66  See Tablell4; Descriptive Roll of Deserters from the
2nd Grenadier Regiment, \ -

67 Bom. Hilx. Cons, 1846=47, vol. 307, ppe 109, 113,

68 Iranglation of a letter from Havildar Vithu Sheth,
5th Bombay N.I. on recruiting service in Sawantwari
to Captain Homerz, Commandan&a Recruit Depot at

gggnas Bom. Mily. Cons. 1843-~45, vol. 216, pp. 373~
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from the 2fd Grehadiers were ever caughtosg- In contrast,
ceven of the fourteen deserters from the 22nd NI, were
captured by the Raja of Chotte Udaipur who seized the
luckless sepoys in one of his villages and forwarded them
to the Political Agent.’® |

..~ To check desertion'the army tried to plug all possi-
ble loocpholes. To reduce the temptation of past~pay day
desertion, the recruilt's monthly pay was paid in three
installments at ten day‘inrtervals.'?1 Escorts accompanled
recruiting parties to apprehend_deserters.72' Bounty«
mnntefs’wefe'paid.five rupees for every desertér caught.73
- The army used traditional structures of authority to
exercise control over the recruitment area. Patels were
ordered to keep a register of recruits from their villages

and report those who returned liome without a disqharges7h

69 Adjutant-General of the RBombay army to Lieutemante
Colonel Melvill, Military Secretary, Bombay, dated
Poona, 20th October 1846, Bom, Mily., Cons, 1846-47,
vol. 307, p. 65.

70 Letter from Seton-Karr Esquire, Acting Political

Agent in the Rewa Kanta, to Liesutenant-Coloncl Soppitt,

Comszndant at Baroda, dated 10th October 1846, ibid,,
e . o

VA Jameson's Code, para 68, p. 769,

72 G,0.C, dated 25th November 1826, ibid., pera 65, p. 769.

3 Seeégonthly military charges' in B,A.M.3,, 1807-1808,
Ds °

74  G.L. deted 6th August 1818, Jameson's
Code, para 82, p. 771, Also see letter from Lieute=~
nant-Colonel Hancock, Adjutant-General of the ATLY o

to Lieutenant Colonel Maugham, Secretary to Government,

Military Department, Bombay, dated 4th August, 1854,
Bom, MLy, Cons. 18535-55, vole 581, pe 257.
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ROLL OF A RECRUIT

w NAME
DATE o HEIGHT 2 CASTE COUNTRY oF OPINION
[+ 4
w a e x PATELL AND
) OF w b (.4
= NAME » woor o« z " PURGUNA| CITY oRr |REMARKS
> o 4 o = o HEADMAN
z ENLIST- o |FEET [INCHES| a o ? |provincE| oR OR OF THE
) o = > x
MENT > 8 - - ZILLAH |VILLAGE |OF THE (COMMITTEE
w
T VILLAGE
FIT OR
UNFIT
1st MAHO-
1 S HAlK powpoo | FROM
JANUARY| 13 5 8 SALLOW SHAIKH| CONKUN |CHIPLUN [ KHEIR MALFORM -
MEDAN PUNT ATION
ALLIA
1842 OF THE
CHEST
SOURCE: G.O.C. dated 23rd July1842, Jameson’s Code, paras 86-87,p 772
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Simultaneously the army devised an in¥ricate system of
personnel rolls for every recruit,75 These specified the
recruit's appearance, caste, village and the name of the
village Patel, (See Table?zl'5} Descriptive Roll of a
Recruit) Thus the tentacles of authority extended to the
villages to detect the deserter.

The checks failed. Recruits conSinued to desert in
large numbers. From 1821 to 1823 the army enlisted 3,446
recruits, Of these men 626 deserted. In these three
years desertions accounted for 74 per cent of all casual=~
ties and 18 per cent of all recruits. Hence one of every
six recruits becameva deserter., (See Table 1i'C, Casual-
ties Amongst Recruits Enlisted in the Bombay Army 1821~
1823).

The stick was followed by the carrot. The army rea-
lized that combating desertion was not a question of appre-
hending the deserter as inspiring him to stay and serve.
To encourage life-long attachment after retirement benefits
were overhaaled, The unpopular gystem of gratuities vas
a‘mo‘].i.shed?6 and replaced by a vast and expensive pension

75 G,0.,C, dated 23rd February 1804, Jameson's Code, para

5k p%1768. 7%60.06 %?teddigdngvemEEr ?5}%,“:§id%,
- para 71, p. o G.0.C, ed 1st March 1824, ibid,
para 72: Pe 770, ’ ?

76 Gratuity was only paid to familles of sepoys who had
died in service, "then the system of gratuity pre-~
vailed, and the families of deceased soldiers had
spent the amount they received, in lieu of all de=
mands on the Honourable Company, they contimied to
follow the corps to which the sepoy had belonged
became a burthen on them, and it is not doubted in



TABLE 1I'&

Casualties amongst the Recruits Enlisted in the Bombay Army, 1821=1823

CASUALTIES O F A L L DESCRIPTIONS

ceasa

serte SCharg ed- ension Rejected  Wisc.  Total

L

626 ‘97 23 o 5 2 845

Total number of Recruits enlisted in the Bombay Army in 1821-23 = 3,446 men.

Source @

Abgtract Statement of Casualties of all descriptions among
the Recruits Enlisted into the Native Army on the Bombay
Establishment duringfthe years 1821, 1822 and 1823, Bombay

Adjutant-General? fice, 9th July 1824° Bom, IMily, Cons,
1824, vol., 134, p. 56

This source only refers to the twvo Grenadier and twenty=-tuo
infantry battalions.

&8
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estatlishment,’’ 0ld and disabled soldlers, as well as
the families of sepoys killed on service, obtained pen-
‘sions for life. Rates were generous, After twenty years
service a sepoy was pensioned at three~fourths of his pay;
after thirty years full pay vas granted,”®
With pensions desertions declined.”? Prior to 1810,
~ when pensions were introduced, desertions averaged more
"than.Q;OOO'sépoys perlannum; Cansequeﬁtly desertions
decréased to 2,500 sepays.perryear'upta 18123 to 1,253
 sepoys -per year between 1812 to 18223 anﬂ to 300 sepoys
per year in the post-1822 era.>0 |
‘Thus the introduction of pensions gave the sepoy a
staké»in the service. He rea1ized thatkpboluﬁgzd service

Cont'd,es fonto 76

numerous instances proclaimed great dissatisfaction
at a system by which they were reduced in a few
- months to beg Lfor their bread."  Bom. Mi Des, to
Court, dated 15th October 1813, para

77 Bombay sepoy pensiqns per anmum in 1857 cost ks, 60,000
- for the artillery, &. 90,000 for the cavalry, and R,
8, 70,000 for the infantry, totalling to &, 10,20,000
per year.  Evidence of Colonels Green and Melvill, PP,
COMOnSg 1859g Co 25‘*1@ PP 1929 2199 2233 228, ’

78 Evidence of Major-General Sir John Malcolm, PE;
. Commons, 735 v, Appendix B, Nb, 30 Po 200,

79 . Bom. Mily, Des, to Court, dated 15th October 1813,
paras o

80 ,Ibgd., Pe 200,
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led to the army taking care of himself and his dependants
.fqr 114‘.‘9, thereby making desertion a self-defeating exer-~
cige . The large mVestmen'g in pensions paid riéh divi-
"dends as it was identified as ‘the most powerful incentive
to _1py_a1ty§ ’the' stability of the sepoy armies providing
thé foundation of British power in India,
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EPILOGUE : MANAGING THE SEPOY

"The fewer elements of combination
there are in the Native army the
better; and therefore, the more
nationalities, and castes; and re=
ligions, the more secure we shall
be. Discipline alone should bind
the army together."

~ Lord Ellenbrough’

Sepoy behaviour was moulded by an elaborate system
of control; This system consisted of many parts;

The first part was the army's heterogeneity., Mixed
social composition, born of necessity, was elevated to a
virtue. It admirably served the principle of "divide et
impera.? Social mixtures were maintained right down to
. the éompany level so that each caste checked and reported
- on the other. Senior civil and military officials conti-
nually reiterated, ‘

it is clear,. that as a general rule
or a safe system, mixture of races or
castes in a regiment is the best
guarantee against confederacy and
insubordination,.n2

An internally divided army meant that soldiers had

no bond of union other than their duty to the state.3

1 PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2515, Appendix No. 2, p. 6.

2 Evidence of General Sir Hugh Rose, PP, Commons, 1859,
Co 25419 Poe 750

3 Evidence of Sir Bartle Frere, Commissioner in Sindh
ibid., p. 52. Bombay officers scathingly criticized
the Bengal army's s policy of recruiting only high caste
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Secondly, promotion by merit strengthened European
control over the Sepoys., It taught the men to look for
promotion exclusively to their foreignsuperiars.4 This
system further divided the sepoys. On the one hand it ine
jected an element of rivalry as sepoys competed with one
ariother for attention. On the other hand, the Indian
officer, anxious to please, kept his masters informed of
the murmurings of the men. Colonel Poole stated that the
merit system gave‘hih more information than'any other sysgemz

fatied n giving inforsation of

any sort whenever I have asked for

COﬁt'd;n. f.n, 3
men from Awadh, for:

"The effect of enlisting men of a certain caste or
creed to the exclusion of others(is) to Bubject
that army to the control, not of the Government
and of the Articles of war, but to that of Bralmins
and Gosselins, Moolas and Fakeers... Theé consequences
are ruinous %o discipline, By reason of this, a
native soldier in Bengal is far more afraid of an
offence against caste than of an offence against
the Articles of Var, and by this means a degree of
power rests with the private soldier, whiech is en-
tirely incompatible with all healthy rule.® Pelly,

02001t29 P 109,

4 Evidence of Colonel Stannuvs of the Bombay N.I., PP,
Commons, 1831=32, 735 v, pp. Xc, 383; Pelly, op.clt,,
p. 114, 1233 Evidence of Trevelyan, PP, Commons,
Bsgg CQi25159 Phe 107“1080 ;

5 ‘Ibid., pe 117. In contrast promotion in the Bengal
2§my wﬁs strictly by seniority, and therefore automa-
Ce ence = ' ‘

*under this system, the private soldier feels hime
self entirely independent of his officers, he knows
that they neither hasten nor retard his advance in
the service.. confidence and pride in each other,
between men and officers, cannot exist., There is
no real co=operation; for one being powerless to
aid, the other becomes carelessg and offending.”

Pelly, op.cit., p. 113.
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Thus a corps of informers was created in the Bombay army.
Thirdly, the sepoys were bought for iife., They were
paid to serve till death.or infirmity overtoock them.6 On
an averagegtwenty to thirty years of their lives were spent
~ with their regiments, Although they occaéionally took fur-
: loughs to vis;t the;r,viilagesg their t@esvwith their civi-~
11anhbéckgrqund we§kenéd; ‘Thé1r~wives and- children,
fatne;s'andfmothers, brothers and sistéfs often travelled
withlihem,7 'Anldbservervremarked, ‘ ,
| ' oThe corps is their home, it is their
T S i
' no public opinion influencing them,"8
In this isolation the British tried to foster a new
spirit. It was necessary to cultivafe'to the utmost a
powerful feeling of espirit d'corps.to attaéh the sepoy
to the.ser?ice. Ideally, the source oi inspiration was
to be the unit, Some officers claimed to see this spirit
at work gabready

".o it is difficult to describe the
strong feelings of the native troops
.on these points, and the interest

and enthusiasm with which they express
themselves when speaking of the branch
of the service or regiment to which
they may belong."9 ' "

&  Major-General Hancock, member of thé'P@él-Commission,
ébid,, pe 316. : v

7  Evidence of Durand, ibid,, p. 316.

8 Evidence of Thomas, ibid., p. 85. Amiya Barat has
shown that in the Bengal army the sepoy retained his
allegiance to past loyalties; 'he therefore remained
a civillan {r heart though becoming a soldier by
profession.” cit., pp. 125~126,

9  Major Wilson of the Bombay N.I., PP, Commons, 1859,
1831‘32a 735 Vs Pe. 3600
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- The British eagerly seized examples of the new code
of honour, Colonel Hill supplied the Peel Commission with -
the story of the Awadhi Brahmin  Sepoy who broke out of‘
hospital and marched day and night from Poona to’Bombay to.
reécin his company, then embarking for Persia, because he
would be disgraced if his company went on service without
“him 1? Thus what mattered to him was not caste, but the
feeling the British tried to inculcate = regimental pride.

Regir-intal pride was to re-order tne sepoyts social
universe, revolving not around kinship but comradeship.
Brigadier=General JOhn Jacob observed:

"In the Bombay Army 'l:he Bralmin.. from
Hindoostan, from the same villages, of
the same caste, and even of the same
families «~ brothers of the same fathers
and mothers - as the fine gentleman of |
the Bengal Army, are seen 1ln the ranks,
shoulder to shoulder - nay, even sleep~
ing in the same tent ... with the
Maratha, the Dher, and the Purwaree,
without scruple or thought of objec-
tion, If this subject is mentioned to
a Bombay Bralmin sepoy, the ready angwer
is, "what do I care? is he not the
soldier of the state".l

10 PF; Commons, 1859, ¢. 2515, p. 95. The different or-
genizing principles of the two armies may be illust-
rated by an incident in 1818, A Brahmin sepoy left
the Bengal service in -disgust at the promotion of a
low~caste man and joined the Bombay army vhere he
served under a Jew Subedar, a Parwari Jemadar and
other low-caste men. Questioned as to how he tolera-
ted these greater indignities in the Bombay army, he
rep%ied, .

Hindustan jat-ke=ghyrat, -
Bonbay pultan = ke - ghy%at "

That is, in Bengal it is the pride of caste, in Bom~
bay, that of the regiment. Related by John ‘Malcolm,
Pg Commons, 1831~32, 735 v, Appendix B, No. 3, pp.

s fano _

1" Pelly, op.cit,, pp. 110¢ 119,
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The commitment to duty over-rode caste scruples. It
was customary in the Bombay army for all sepoys without
distinction to dig trenches, go on fatigue parties, cong~
truct houses, é?ragks and fortifications, groom and picket
horses, and even cross the dreaded Kala-Pani.?z The compunc-
tions of service disoriented the high-caste sepoy. General
Hugh Rose observed that =

%,.. 2 soldier of high caste says he is
- contaminated by touching a man of low
caste; but in a regiment composed of men
of all castes he must, in the various
. duties of military 1life in the ranks, on
. guard, in railroads, come constantly in
contact with a comrade of low caste. The
contact graduslly wears away the sensiti-
veness of caste, although its exclusive=-
- ness may have been offended by inrcads
- on its privileges inseparable from the.
.discharge of military duties,®13
| 'Obedienae was enforced by an iron hand,‘ Colonel
Willomghby, a tormer-commandant of Golandéz, gtated'that
~ though caste wasinot madé“an cbaeétian éovthe ﬁerformance
of military duty, the men required to be. "ruled with firm-

ness."1h Similarly, Colonel Wilde observed -

12 Evidence of Captain Capon, Major Merewether and Colonel
Poo:.epgg‘? cmons, 1859’ Ce 2515’ ppi 57p 118p 1280
Pelly, Op.cit., p. 112.

13 PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2541, p. 73+ BSpeaking of the
EIE% gaste Bengal sepoys, the European officers com=
me (2} e . .

ftreated Jjustly, you may rely on their fidelity,
treated kindly, you may rest assured of their
devoted attachment; but you must not interfere in
thelr religion nor in their prejudices regarding
caste ., Any wrong done to them on these matters
cannot be atoned for by apologies or expressions
of reret,® , ) o
Reply of Colonel Pennington, dated 7th March 1832;
_E_P_,,Commons, 1831"329 735 Vo Po 296_. :

14 PP, Commons, 1859, ¢. 2515, p. 103,
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",. 1t was a strong system; they dared
not refuse, they would havé,§3en severly
punIsEeE {f they had made caste a pre=
tence to avoid duty."15 :

The refusal of a section of the 17th Bombay N.I. to

do manual work led to the immediate dismissal of thirty-

five men vhereupon no further_problems wvere éncountered.

16

Thus discipline was evoked by fear, Consequently dissidence

in the Bombay army was subtle and covert., An example of the

Bombay sepoys' resistance to his Europeanized uniform is

related by General Hugh Roset

"The (Bombay) native soldier likes his
English uniform, with the exception of
his trowsers, these he invariably wears
to his great discomfort, especially on
marches, over his "dotees®, (dhctis)

or native trowsers.m7

15
16

17

bide, pe 92, ([ PraniS nAang).

Bam..Mi%%;.Desg to ngrt, dated 2%rd October 1829,
paras 29-32. Bom. Mily. Des, from Court, dated 4th
May 1831, paras 24-25, grounds of caste, the
Bengal sepoy refused to do any manual work or embark
on sea voyages or cross the Indus without higher pay.
This meant, according to contemporary observers, that
the Bengal sepoy was not trained to obey orders ing-
tinctively; rather the obedience of soldiers depended
or their own pleasure, Pelly, op.cit., p. 112; Evi-
dence of Colonel Poole and Capta pon, PP, Commons,
1859, Ce 25159 PP 1189 126p 128, ’

The attachment to traditional civilian clothing at
variance with military uniform was a vhenomens common
the world over. The Hungarian soldier wore his tra-
ditional tight pantaloons under his linen trousers
even in summer heat. PP, Commons, 1859, ¢. 2541, p.
77. Similarly, the Scottish Highland troops insisted
onn their kitts and bagples, breaking out in a rash

of mutinies when ordered to wear breeches. Jomm
Prebble, Mutiny - Highland Regiments in Revolt, 4743~

1803, Penguin, °
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His dress showed his confusion, ' He could not fortlhy
{rightly reject his uniform, an action tantamount to mutiny.
InStead he'compromised, The dhoti he wore next to his
skin as it ought to be, and over it his uniform, the out-
vard submission to military authority being maintained.

The challenge to authority was furtive. It was ex-
pressed not in the ranks but by leaving. Desertion, ien-
demic in the Bombay ammy, Qas the most common form of in-
subordination.18

Wnatever its human cost the system of control worked
incredibly well. The Boﬁbay sepoys present a picture of
amazing loyalty. There is not a .single recorded instance
of mutiny by the Bombay sepoys from the founding of the
Bombay army in 1684 to the revolt in 1857, a period of 173
years!19 | ,

Even in 1857 the Bombay army remained relatively stead-
fast. Despite its large proportions of Hinduétanis and
iMarathOs it remained lergely immune to the revolt in Hindus-
tan and Fana~ Sesheb's cla@mto the Peshva's .@éﬁé and his
unfurling of the 'Bhagwa Jhenda', "the traditional standard
of the Maratha people."zo In 1857 only two Bombay regiments,

18 For an analysis of the political character of mass
desertions see Samuel Scott, The Response of the Royal
Army teo the French Revolution =~ The Role and Develop—
ment ol ) ‘ 1@ AT 1 H’M"E‘* RTord r.v-*; po .,—,‘

19 Cadell, op.cit.; pPo 9o In contrast w..spate of muti-
nies dogged the career of the Bengal army. See Barat,
op.clt y PPo 187"‘2900 :

20 Cadell, op.cit., p. 10.
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the 21st and the 27th N,I., mutinied; and even these only
partially,;as‘many'sepoys held_aloéf from the mutineers.,
The sparks of revolt were extinguished by the Indian offi=~
cers, “Tprée mutinies in Sindh 1argely.iﬁ901§iﬁg Golandaz
froops were betrayed by them, Two‘Hindusténi Brahmin off1~
cers reported the mutineers in the 2ist Bombay N.I, The
attémpt by.a civilian proVOcateur to makevthé 29th Bombay
N.I. mutiny was feiled by Lance-Naik Ayodhya Dubey. The
most seriOus Bombay mutiny, that of the 27th 8.1. at Kolha~
pur, was rendered partial by more than six iﬁdian officers
who disclosed the conspiracy and arrestéd the instigators.21
In 1858«59 it was officers such as these’who reconquered
India for the British. |

21 Evidence of Colonel Poole, PP, Commons, 1859, c. 2515,

Ps 11 % Evidence of Colonel Green, PP, Commons, 1859,
c. 2541, p., 212; Bom, Mily. Cons., T857-58, vol. 686,
ppe. 41=43, 95, 189-190, %ﬁdian officers in the Bengal
irmy usually refused to betray the mutineers due to
he,

"clanship amongst them, they preferred adhering
to thelr own countrymen.(than) to inform against
them to foreigners.% : '

Evidence of Colonel Harrington, PP, Commons, 1859,

C. 25155 pPo 50, 1In fact the Bengal mutinies were led
by the Indian officers, The rebel Commandant at the
sevge of Delhi was Subadar-Major Bakht Khan of the
Bengal Artillery., The revolt consumed almost the
entire army the defeat of the revolt spelling the
death of the old Bengal army.
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CLOSSARY

Caste of covherds.

Hindu trading caste.

An extra fileld allowance paid to officers
and soldiers, Buropean and Indian, Hobson-
JObSUn, Po 720

A community of Marathi-speaking Jews from
the Konkan, _

Caste of toddy~-tappers,

Sea-faring caste from the Konkan;

Menial caste represented in fhé Konkan,
adjoining districts of the Deccan and

Meritime caste from the Konkan,
Ceste of herdsesmen.

A mode of extorting payment by creditors
who sat at the debtor's door, and remained
there without eating or drinking till
their demands were met. Frequently re-
sorted to by the troops in the Maratha
service to obtain their arrears of pay.
Hobson=Jobson, p. 316,

An untouchable c¢aste from the Bombay -
Pregidency.

An undergarment of cotton wrapped round
the body, the end being then passed bet-
ween the legs and tucked in at the waist,
reaching down below the knee, half vay
to the ankle, Hobson~Jobson, p. 314.

Prime Minister of an Indian State,

Loca) official in charge of police,

The corps of Indian gunners. From the

Eigsian. tgola' = ball, and ‘andaz! - to
(1718

Caste of sea-farers,
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A sepoy non-commissioned officer, corres-
ponding to a sergeant and wearing a serge-
ant's chevrons., It is a corruption of

the Persian, ‘Hawaladar, 'one holding a
position of trust'!, being applied to diffe~
rent charges and subordinate officers. Thus

" among the Marathas the commandant of a fort

was 8o styled, Hobson=Jobson, pp. 412-413.
A promissory-note or bill of exchange.

From the Persian *Jamadar', As 'jama’
means an taggregate', it generally indi-
cates a leader of a body of individuals.,

In the Indian army, it is the title of the
second rank .of Indian officer in-a company
of sepoys, roughly corresponding to Lieute-
nant.  Hobson~iobson, pp. 458=459,

A marit ime caste of the Bombay Presidency.

A martial community of Gujrati Muslims.

Originally from the Persian, tlashkar?,

an army, camp or soldier, its meaning was
later restricted to men performing menial
jobs; viz,, a tent~pitcher; or an inferior
class of artilleryman, gunalascar. Hobson~
Jobson, PPe 507~309,

An untouchable caste vhose traditional role
was that of the village watchman.

. From the Arabic, 'mu‘amala % affairs or

business; it designated in the government
of Indian Princes, the chief civil officer
of a district. In the Bombay Presidency
it refered to the title of an Indian civil
officer in charge of a Taluk, a sub=-divi~
sion of a district, Hobson—Jobsan, Pe 549,

‘A caste of gardeners.

An untouchable caste traditionally emplo-
yed as scavengevs and hangmen.

An untouchable caste tradltionally emplo=-
yed as sweepers.

Leather-workers and cobblers, an untou-
chable caste.
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From the Sanskrit, 'nayaka', a leader,
chief or general. Its conmon Anglo-Indian
application is to the non-commissioned
officer of sepoys who corresponds to a cor=-
poral, and wears the double-chevron of

. that rank, Hobson=Jobson, p. 614.
~From the Hindi, 'panch', five, A council,

properly of five persons, assembled as a

~court of Arbiters or Jury; or as a commi-

ttee of the village elders, or the members

- of a caste, to decide an issues submitted

to the body. Hobson-Jobson, pp. 739=740,

A general term used in Western Indiamfcwer
a conglomeration of untouchable castes who
generally live apart; hence 'par=warit,
outside the village.

Headmen of a village.,

From the Hindi, 'purab?, the East; it gene-
rally meant Awadh, the Benares division, .
and Bihar. The Marathas and the Company's
armies applied this term generally to
recruits from Awadh, Hobson-Jobson, p. 724.

From the Persian, 'sipahi!, or 'sipaht,
soldfery, an army. In Anglo-Indian use an
Indian soldier, discriplined and dressed
égg the European style. Hobson=Jobson, p.

From the Persian, 'Silah-dar!, bearing or
having arms, Its Anglo-Indian application
is to a soldler in a regiment of cava
who provides his own horse and equipament,
Hobscn~Jobson, p. 836,

The chief Indian officer of a company of
sepoys; under the original constitution
of such companies, its actual Captain.
Hobson=Jobson, p. 856,

4 caste of\oil-presserso

A name used In the 17th and 18th centuries
for soldlers of Indo-Portuguese descent,
Hobson~Jobson, pp. 933-934.

Large landholder,

A district,
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