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INYflODUC'.t'ION 



t'he eeY8ftteen\b cet\tuey w1tneaae4 a areat apena1on 

in Indo-Buropeall trade end the Weatem Coast ••• the most 

.t.mportem coastal rest.on for 11\dien oontecta vlth the outsl4• 

world.. ·fbe r1ae, progeaa, extent and Mtufte ot thla "t::nde 

is "''8rf east su'b.1ect iftvolvlng the study of e va•t emoun.t 

ot or1stnal sources eft4 baa been undertaken by many acholtb'a. 

But whlle most ot the works have concerMd th.•selvea VS:tb 

otber coute.l regicma ot 1ft41a, the aapeot o1 tr•dt erMl 

commerce on the Koftken coaet baa not beml atu41e4 at lagtb. 

So this 8'tud.y proposes to ilweetlgate Sato the cOD'llllercial 

structure ot tbe Konkall .aftd the W eetem Deccan an4 their 

'tr$di.ft8 ftlatlone wlth the other reglOJ'Ul u well as the 

Bu.ropea Com.panl.es. 

The hlattntcal atudy ot tbla aspect of the 

reston 1e 1mponant tor certeift reaaona. Pi:ra~. the KCW~kaft 

be1na en Sntesrel part of the Wut.m coast deaenea as 

much attent1o11 tor blatorical research as for instenc•• 

the OV3erat an4 the Malabar coastth Secondly, tb.e area 

un4er consideration wlns to obscUI'e reasona b.a• 1arae11 

renat.ne4 uaeaplore4, and 'the amount ot b1storloa1 n•earcb 

done on the Konken 1s slaringly ~nadecpaa.te. 'lhla bee 184 

to a al tuatioa where most ot th• q,uestion.e have reaa1ne4 

Ul'lGMWerec:t. 'lhie 'ftr'/ tact Wh11e •*ift& tbla atud.y worthWblle 

also acta u a pos1t1ve band.loap tor a researcher 1ft 
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tbls f1e14 tor one ls cteprJ.vett of tbe theoretical tormu

letlon. en4 a 4et1Jl1te framework to CeJTV out one• s stuM.ea. 

Now on. way to tackl• this PJ-Oblem, thouSh vitb ita own 
1ta1tat1orts, can be to atlldf the KODkan cout and to cca• 

PB't'lt the tlftcllrlse wi~. th• otb.or flouriah1ns repOI'UI ot 

Weatem lndla and then to draw para11•1• or look for 

14en.t1Cal d.evelopMnte 1D email\ spheres of commerlcel 

etructur••' as el:ao ,. CJteSt1on1q the baala of 41epar1tJ.ea, 

lf ,.,. 

7.be per1cct chOsen tot" the present atwlr la a 

long stretch ot time, l.e. from 1600 to 1700 A.D. ss.nca 

sevatecmtb cdt\U'f 1ft t:Mie waa marked 'bJ' vigorous act1V1t1ea 

.lathe ocmmercial 11te• wltb new sources of demand opeDlfta 

up, etut w14enJ.rl& ot export potentlal of the oOUJttry, W.e 

t!rft•·o• ma1 r1pt1J be telta aa the climax ot a trad.lns 

pattem '1fbich bad • UB4erao important transfcrmat1on in 

the century t~11owlrlg it. Por•iSDers W!'e aot new to the 

mar1t1ae %nd:la bUt theV ~ 4et1nlte1y tewer and esse1t• 

t1ellf tunct1<.me4 1ft the aeme structural set•up as operated . 
:1ft lMJ.e. Dur.t.ns tbe eev.mteefttb CeDtury, however, there 

was liD addition of tbe Buropean market due to the ut-1Y81 

ot weU-oraans.ae4 tra<Sina coapaniea of the Dutcb and the 

Bnslisb end. serchants of France end other couatr1••• 'lhe 

presence of e sreetlr 1ncrease4 number ot European buyers 

lr1 -. market ct tbe KODkan, aust bave bee of cona14erable 
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conse~e tor ita eeoncar. fbe presa' atwtr would trr 
to Show tbat tbe R•atoa comprlalq Kotlkan and Westera 

Deccan, alao part1e1pa:te4 ae:tt..vely lrl tbe aar1tlm• ccamerce 

ot the period. Tile \feetem Decco vas tbe 1\lnterlenct of 

'the Koftkan coast aDt1 on .ber d.eperu.ted. ~e proaperl tv of the 

le:tter. It should. be noted here that. U. maiD ePI\ada ot 

the preaeat etucty 1s on Kcmkan. Hence tboae areas 1ft the 

Deccd tfhlob bad their outle<te to the eut, have been left 

wt and wly rele11ant areu taken bto account. Beddea 

'be s1Sft1ftcal1Ce of 'the ttorikaD as e res;lon ot tra4• in ita 

own right,. lta ~·was no 1••• u an eatJ'apot 

fora •Mps tradil'la ltl -. luslel'l Watera. Aaoraa ttwee waN 

tbon ~lylos betwe.e South East Aa1e and the Red Sea an4 

Pera1an Gulf realona, e.s elao from 'tbe Iuten coaet of 

lndle. The lnablllty of tbeae aercbant Shlpa to complete 

thelr wyage ia one aeaaon, neceaalteted. their atey bel'e 

till the Week of the llOUOOrl. 

the 8--opont :under study 'WU tM producer ot a 

vide variety of c,ommodttlea wblcll were needed. as arutuel 

exotumge lor coastal and overseas trade. . tbe Deccan. produce4 

e JNmber ot cottoa gOOdA lilte MD•• :GbJaH, 4YDIIfll'• 

etc., and pepper whtle Cbaul al.Ut e4 crnbrol4ered (lU.llta, 

1ft41so, paper and timber etc. wer• a11allable in coatrtel 

area,s. 'fhtre wea aleo trade 1D t~aift•• ealtpeteJ' en4 

precloua stO'ftes. Horaea were also aD .Important. ccmmerc1al 
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1te1 imported into the Deccan. The commercial .truoture 

was suatai.ne4 bJ a tJ.our18b1ns coastal and port to port 

tracto but tbe part1c1pat1on ot tbe Kcmkan 1ft the Overseas 

trade was also &18l\1tlcent. Thus we bave for 0\J%" per1ocl, 

a uapreoederlt$d concentration o~ European merchants -

Portuguese, Dutch, English., Fr-ench and other smaller nation. on 

the KODke'll coast. Whlle tbe Bnglls.b and. the Dutch were 

late oomere and. were tryJ.rts to establish themselves, the 

Portuguese were able to ho14 to their 0111t e.t 1eaat 111 
' 

1:-·egicm.et like Goa cm4 Baase!ft. The mercheftt community ot 

the Kcmka vas tbua a heterogenous lot cutting acrose 

ethnic aftd nat:ional bot.lncler1ee. t 't bad a 4Yfl81l1c section 
' 

of ltl41an mercu.tntile class which ed3uatect i tselt remarkably 

with tbe cbtmg1n.g tre.dida patterns. 

A etud.y ot this raa~e woul<l r1aturally depencl 

on a close ex.aminat1cm of the contemporary ·sources. Tbese 

are eostly available 1ft the form ot EngUsh teotory records 

Md e.ccOUftts of tile E\lropean traveller• who via1 ted Iftdla 

4urtftg the 1Ttb century. ft.ter, have been use4 •xtenelvely 

but w1tb caution tor tear of any possibl• biaa •• their 
' 

very .uture is Ettl".opun. Atnong European travellers, accounts 

ot Lirlechoten, Pyrarc!• Fry•• Tavernier, Della Valle end 

J ourclain were more belptul. we have also utili sect for the 

present etudy1 the letters ot th• Bast Ittdie Company and. 

S.te agents available 1ft thirteen typed volumes 1n the 

Meharaabtra Stete Arcbiwa. Bombay and entitled, • 'o611P:UPP 
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a: enca Bat&DA a. tb' Jgotg OUI&a' • Tbe gai•UIID 
ot tile old. Bombay Prea1doft0y an4 new dbtr1ct Oazette.ra of 

Me.beftatltra were also uaec.t. One wished to ut111e• the 

P~e enct the Dutch sources tor such a e:tudy, u 
\ 
'\ 

lporance of ·these larlsuaae• 1ea4• to aevere 11m1 tatiou 
' 

which. one baa to •dal:tt. Amq Persian ciD'OJ11clere, only . 

Khaf1 Ktum, Leborl ·tm4 Bbtmaen atve acme 1fttomat10D about 
\ 

. the produce -ot tbe reston b-.t wtt1cb is aaera111 1Da4equat•• 

Looking tor aecontlary aourcu. cnt faced real 

problel as there is almost no atudy 'Which deals w1 tb thia 

aspect of tbe reglon. ·The other aecondery works which bave 

attempte4' to eXGJ!)ine· the ceilUierclel' orpnbat1on ot the 

period with a wider perapectlve like tile one we haft in 

R.N. Chaudhur1' s.1 helped !rl wtterattm4J.na the nature 

and acope of the probltm troa a proper perspective. There 

have been a lot ot ~Don aepecta ot caaaerce of c.U.tteret 

coastal regions. espee1ally O\S3arat, Corca81ldel aftcl Bengel. 

~hetr llmltattons tor f1J81 CO!lOrete help to the preeeat. 8'tU4f 

nee4 not be explained bere. So th1a l8 e b\able attempt 

to f111 1D the · gap 1a knowledge about the ccamerciel Ute 

ot • viable tra4f.na coset ot India,._ Vblcb baa larply 

rea.tne4 •sleeted. 
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Tbe preHD.t etUdY s.a baee4 on wbat one 11ay caU 

• ut11itr, NlGYanoe. and etteotiftftesa ot a HslOD' to 

pe:rUe1pate a• a unit lft tQ ecoaoelo Ut• ot a atven Ap. 

Hem:e we start w1 tl'& a br1et aurver of the pogapbf and. 

pro4uct1cm of the reP.• and co ori to trece the vacSt.na 
. pattem 1B the oooftd. oltapter. 2he role .an4 penlclpetiOD 

of the Surope• cQ~palos, eftd a atutv ot •eroatlle 

- aotlvltlee .lnc1wU.JJ.s tile merobaa~•artlaaa r•lat10Mhtp, 

baYe beeft Ull4ertaken .SA .IAtbaequeftt oJaaptea. Part ol the 

test oltapter i_a devoted toea aalyeie of tbe Ruler-Mercbet 

relattanab.lp, o• ·more preciaelr ta •nlmatlftl the role ot 
the State 1ft oomuteroial atNoture ot tba period.· 

.. 
•••• 
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'fbe Reate UDder atu4p toma two cllatt.Dc~ 

aeogaphioal Uftlte, atG4J.fta eoutb to aorlb. fr• 15°15' 

N to 20°40• N latitu<tea, ad .~· eaat to wat lroa 

?2°4s'· B to ?80s 10Diltudtl• 'the Konkeft ooaatal lowlaDd 

1Yi.D.S htftl1l the Weatem Gbate an4 tM Anb1an Se• la . 

5JO b lema 8Jld JO to to Jca •oaa, 1 ena corr•apOJUta to the 
m04era 4latrlote ot !JaeM, ltolab&t RatBql'rl, an4 tht 

State ot Goa., the Westen. Deccaa plmau, ftlftftiftl p...U~ 

~o the K-.., oorr~aponda to • larre part .ot M~raahtra 

( l.t\c1u4t.fta the 41etrlcte ot laelk, A--..bad, Al\aadftaSoJ', 
- \ 

Pcoaa, 8b1r, satara. OsmaNlhd, Sbol.-, Saaa1t and 

Kolbepur) and parts ot Karaateka (earaprlat.na tb• 4ietrlote 

ot B13asNrt Belgaum, Raiohtlr, DbaNar and Gulbarp). fteae 

81'eae torme4 durlaa tile earl,. aeveateen• ctmturJ, the 

two ld.n$J1oma ot At.adnapr an4 B~a}Nl". 

The Weetem Chata ~~arate taw K.o.ftlcaa UJt• 

a wall trca the Deccan plateau.2 . But the Nortb ltonkan with 

the Thalsbat an4 Bhorpt ppa lD the SaJlYadria, ia 

act1Ye1J linked w1 tb tbe vast blnterlanda ot tbe Deccan 

1 O.H.K~Spete. ant A.T.A •. Leanontb1 !III1Df&~~~ISfla. _ 
A iiPIJ!O lid RgJsmt1 0UI£1RN ,~; Olli 1 , PP• fJif2-4. 

2 Oaaetteer ot the BCDl:MW Prea14enor (Konkan) • vo1.I, Part•II, 
Bca'bay.1S96, 1Dtrad.uct10ftt P• XiS.. 
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plateau. ftU 1e cberacter1aed by the 89ft4F sp.ita 

lDtrudiris ltlto mwtq abaUowa close to the sea.' The 

ell\IV'181 aoll ot the Kcmkaa la ven fertile,. w1tll ooarae 

aady soU to the east ot lts coaet.al allUYlt.a. Pena 

ot the NOI'tb KonttaD baa 'blaok eoll 'tdU.ch is ••rr rich m 
il'cm, m&,peelur.a, ·.·fl1'&4 .calol\ID but poor m .rd.troaen.. 4 

the Weatem n.ccan or Mentha countrJ, may 
. s : ;. ' . • 

be· taken as HUSblf conteftd.mae wlth the ma1ft. maaa ot the 

Decc• Laws abOVe the Cba.ta. 5 the 'ldlolA area la more 

or less. a vast avetob of black cotton ao11 or • reaur' • 6 

The hS.Sb lylq lanu 1ft the heavy 1'81fttall area on the 
' westem margia of the ft8101l •e oOV'ered. w1tb later! te, 

via., tb.e 41str1cts ot K.olb.apur and Satan. Reet ot 

the area, comprJ.tlfts tile o14 BtJapur x~. la made 

, of reel 1ater1t• aolla 1D uaoc1at1on with • resv• •1 

How.,.... deep black eo11 u mostly fOUtd J.r1 Rat.ch.t.lr, Dberwar. 

Bt\l18J7· an4 1ft cartatft area• ot B£3epur er&4 Oulberga, Whlcb 

1a aoo4 tor the cult1Yat1cm ot cottcm.. fhe aol1 around. 

Be18fllD 1s t~WG'tlra'bl• tor the c\lltlvat10Jl ot coccmut, areca, 

cottee, 8ftd peppeJi. 

3 R.L. SlNdl,~~~l.oo.AJ!ti~~~D\RJR 
(Verenaei, 

4 i»Y.r PP• 814•15. 

5 Spate at1d Leaftlontb, IR• s&S• • PP• 6114-5. 

6 a.L. Sift8b• •· W·• P• ?oo. 
1 lbld., P• 795. 
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~he ratnteU JA KonkaJ'l is quite biah, 280 •• 

SO per cent ot lt ccmt.ns betv•• JUM to September. ftd.e 

bee Sl'V'eft a comparatively blper fert1Uty to thla real•• 

The Weatem Deccan in contrast la c!leflclent 1ft ramteU 

and thUs cltsate ls ea .lmpcwttmt tee tor ln 1 te landacape. 

Low hilltall, less tbe:ft 100 em, 1ft th.e reas.cm bas tosteNcl 

er1dity. 

'fl'lUa the popaphf of tM Regloa 1a aucb tbat 

wbile parte nee tbe eoeet •• fertile, blahlf c.ultlvated 

8l'ld populOWJ• the J.n1anct par-te are f'OCky and NU«lt DOt 

much favoured 'by nature. These aeosrapht.cal tactora haVe 

tllet.r Smpact on th• agriculture ot our NllCIIl. tbWJ wb11e 

the coastal areaa are good tor the cultlvatlon ot toad. 

pro4t.lce, the weaten Deocaa te~a tile cultivation ot cub 

crops like cotton atld eloea• and. 4iV81"8e typea ot fNlta. 

Hence keeplns these aeogrepb.tcal. tacto.r• 1ft 

mlrl4 the ~1cu1tura1 end nOft-aplcUltunl pro4uoe of these 

two CU.stlnct. seopapMcal UDlta, M11elJ' the Konku and tbe 

Veatent Deccan, choulct be a'tu.clied sepantelr. 

The Kcmken spreads out to a fairly ext•nslve 

area on the westerft coat of India frOm Baeseift aou~ 
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to ft\ane1 Bombay • Cbeul, Denda Rajapur1, J aft31ra, Debhol, 

R ~spur, Vengu.J"1a, and Goa. The Konken ·coast vas the 

prOducer of a large variety of agricultural soods. Different 

commOdities were produced 1ft the vicinity ct different 

tra41ns ports listed above. In and aroun4 the rosion ot 

Bassetn tbGJ"e was large scale production ot r1oe.8 Thevenot 

and Abba Carre tell us about tbe prod.uotlon of sug.-cane 1ft 

this repon. 9 Khaf1 Khan refers to the production of coconut 

·and betelmlts 1ft the regt..on between Daman and Bass•1r1.10 

_ Rice and susaroane were also produced 1ft Salsette is181'14 

and 'thana. 11 Sale:ette also produced many kinds ot truJ. ts · 

11k.e pineapple, coconut. mango and papaya.12 Coconut was 

also widely grown in Banbcy13 and. Chau1.14 Della Valle 

8 Kbat1 Khan, EIJmS-·1 • ..! ed. K.D. Ahmad end 
Heig, Calcutta, ~5. vo • 11, P• 401. 

9 ~· J ibfj ID41G :r~ 2# TtJgfi& fmd -S:U:edt ed. s. • SeD New Delhi;~ 9), pp.~g;1"79~1'&fz;ftAYdl 
Bfr4B~¥~a~ei~ltak~Y~tes'!c'fet~~'f:mlo!, .19&7 :'• 
vol. I, P• 1?8. 

10 Khatl Kbaa, ARd<D• • vol. li, P• 401. 

11 cerert, sm, sa.sr. • p. 179J .m ( 1668-69), P• 45. · 

12 i»"· 
,, illY• 

14 f~tk a'tpetl lQ ~Dd,ia (1583•1619), ed. \1• Foster, 
ondon, 92 • P• '· 
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Wone us altO'Ut the productlcm o~ S.ndiso, cotton, aft4 

optta 1n Cbaul end ita SU!'J'oundlntJe.15 2h1a 1a contlnned 

br PJr&rd aleo.16 

Alter Baeaeta--thafta-KalyGJ'l nst.on, the areea 

-e.round R&tt$PUI' were of conalderable importance es they 

prod\lced a maber ot as.ft,cultwal goOds tor the marlin. 

Some quantity ot .1ftclj.g0 waa produced. 111 R~apv. 11 Supro

esnt:t, Slftsor aft4 t:uPmer1c were prod.ucetl Mar R613epv en4 

the a~oiftt.ns areee ot J altapur,. ltbu-epaten and Cber1e.18 
-

The EftsUab. factors slao aotice4 the production of .,...lac . 
1ft R~apur.19 In tbe MnrbJ resl.oa ot Khelrte cof~ee oD4 

c81'4amca were pn4uce4. 20 Sandalwood was also pown 1n 

'that region u also INlte 11ke manp end coconut, Betel• 

wt21 was /also arown in tbls regie. 

15 pt .. l'P.fit ,of,..4~!A1'1 iA.lnd~t \f'ol.lt tr. s • . rey, . ure oc • · •• 892, PP• 2~5. 

16 PrraN. ~lA~elflf.'SHa:flCADI at LaW,e4. A. a.-.,, 
. vol. I! · on on, 1 •90 , P• ''• 

1? zr·ft'A'flslf-lf!'8'~ (16···24-29)t ed. W, Fost_.., 
1 \fO •• . . 1 .. · .. 'L.:.XI , §06.!1, p, 259. Hereafter to 
be· refel'Ve4 to aa ~ 

18 ,.,. 

19 .J.W. 
20 En (1655-60) t P• 241J Khatt. Khan, wl, Il, II &b P• ~. ~• * tt 

21 Kbet1 Kb.srlt vol. ll, .8• clJ;. t P• 501. 
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Vaprla pi'Oduoed a aaall qwm;t1ty ot aood. 

quaUty eptoes eel ~ wbioh ,... acaroe rm4 aar. 22 

But 1t waa more t•oua to. the plentr ot rice 1t prOCIUc..t.O 

. ta. tact ,tor the au,ply ot provision. 'to the winterlftl, 

ship•• V .... la wu the 1:1eat place .t.a the ltonkan. 

~avemier intorma u that lt waa clUe to thl• that the 

Dutob bad. estebllebed. a settlement then. 24 They ••peoJ.ally 

nee4e4 the aupp1y of provisions dur.l~ their blockade 
• t 1 ' 

otGoa. 

!'bouah Goa 414 an have tmlCll qp1cu1 tura1 

pt-04uot1on, the :region 80\ltb to it produced rice, 2' 

susareafte, 26 aa4 pepper. 27 'l'tlere wu, hoW.:V.., loocl 

,Pro4~on ot frt.lltat apec1a1ly coconut, 'baftana, marco, 

22 Tavemter, !•Y"ftill' tfttp~m fll&lt troaa. V • 
Balls,~revlee4 .eO. .• · r~( ond.on, 1925), .-ol. I, 
pp, 11.68, 184. ' 

23 1lP,U. , P• 12). " 

24 JM61• • pp. 148-tt . • ••• not only all the veasela wtd.cb 
com• .. from Ba~avia, Jopen, BGftgal,·. CeylOtl, _ and other 
places, a1l4 tJI(ise which eatl tor Surat, u.e Red sea, 
Horm•• .Beaaora et.e. ltoth ln soirl& en4 returnins. eachor 
J.r1 the roads at Venaurla, but also wen the Dutcb ... at . 
war with the Portuauese ••• , ther stnl tbelr ama.ll boats to 
Venaurle to o'btatn· provisions• • 

25 Della Valle, vo1. I• Alb 'ii• t P• 11,. 

26 Kbatl Khan, vol. Il, ARt All•• P• 401. 

21 Csnrl, Gt cU,, P• 190. 
' 
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and pineapple. !S Otar- European thV.llel'a alao tell U8 

about the PJ'Oductlon o~ fruita in Goa. 29 

Some restcma oa the Konkea coaa't prOduced. 

nttuH~rt qwmtltr ot 'tilaber Which wu eo vital tor tbe 

lithlP·~ iftdua'tl'y. ~Iaber wu produced in the r•ll• 

aroun4 rmma. a4 Ke1Jaa.Bbiwelld1.'0 Buaeln waa eaotber 

large proc.\ueer of tlll'ber end. alao bu11CI.S.rla atone, Wbicb. 

was •• S004 u arwte aD4 wu accor41hs to PJrard. uatd 

1ft all . the Ooa ctwrobea 81\4 palaoea. ' 1 It. wu ••••ntially 

a sb1p.'t.ul141ns bar~ 4\le· to the avallablll tv ot lar&• 

Cl\18fttl'ty ot tlmbel-.'2 fberefore, it 'Wd cona1dere4 v.t.tal 

tor all the tMrcbtm.ta tracJ.lag on the ••stem coaat, eapeclallJ 

Buropeau.. Due to tbe .Portuguse ooatrol ot the reston, 

tile ~- faced I'Qeatecl probleme 1ft tba lllportat1on of 

timber·." 1'1\e BrJSUsh laotors lntomect. tbe Surat c 0Uil011 .1ft 



p~eaet ttaisna. le 'tbat ot Umber• where ot f1•• hlm4recl 

pieces ,._.ly mer be Prohi'M out ot the Portup.eae countrr 

at the s•• p~ice the captaift of BaaaSm (Baaa•.lll) bllye t.t 

hsmselt •••• ' 4 \'here .. ~ -~.queat retenact• in tbe 

contemporary aoureea ot BaaaeJ.n •• a Umber produc.lng cetre. 
' . . 

Goa was elao rich 1D the.· wo4uct1on of tt.mbw and bD'boo. 

Ia the waterr.~ Deocn v• bad b:roedly four naJ.ona 

ot •1cu1U'al production, Auransaluld., Abaadllapr, Bl~apur 

e.nc1 Raybagb. lfbe soil forme.Uon of DICCatl being favourable 

for oottoD cultJ.vatl<m tltere wa.a 8\lftlol.ellt produot10Jl ot 

'this nutt wbloh the Buropeaa trawllera .. ot tbe aeveateeth 
~ ,, ' • t 

ceftt\d7 aoticett, eapec1a11y in the na1cn known as 

-racmber Cottcm 'raot• en4 ta. A_..aaw. ..rhe Balqbat 

1"epon, more s;recieely Awaqaba4, had 8004 cultivation ot 

co"= which was 1'l0Uced bf TheYenot.J5 Cotton vaa elao 

w14el)' .-n l1l JU!ltlar,'6 ltolha~ ancs OulbargaM ••stone • 

. J4 lldd ( 1668-69) • vol. !t PP• 55•56. 

:59. flbeYerlot, M• All•, PP• 112•13. 

36 Pl7•• .sm.. AASt • vol. 1, PP• 331, 334. 
37 Jilt ( 1655~0) t P• 241 • 

J8 Abbe Carre, rOJJt Feu.. wl. II. pp. 325-36. 
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Am9ns tood.graina, mos~lr 'Wbeat e:t1d rice ver• 

srown. the tONw 1ft ~~g reston ~ latter w14•1Y 

1ft Bl~apur k.t.ng4oa. 40 BU't tootvaina wna ua1lable 

everphere and hence 8I'OWft m some QUafttltJ all over (-thi;J 

resiOft• lat.-lor quall'Y onpa were elao gown 11ke raeJ.ee, 

'barley, etc. end also dltttrent ·1t1n4a ot pule••• AbOut oil 

aeeda we 4o aot have vwy clear ev14eJlOe Wt lt 1a 

lncOftCel'Vflble tbat ther were fto'\ grown. Aaoq ap1c••· 

fllack pepper' was pr04u.ce4 Jn the J'aftll, of We•tera Ghat.&, 

.especlallJ Bl~apv 0114 noi:th lteara area. ·The luropea 

trave11a's ot the ·~ ·oenturr noticed the cult.lvatloa 

of pepper l1i the Decca, 41 ·w1cb. ··s.a corrob0rate4 by the 

l'ecorda ot the Bas118h · tactOPiea alao. 42 The Bqllab 

raoton.1fttcm:De4 the Ccmpaay 1a 1644• 'tbe pepper produced 

lD tbe Decca J.a e:r:traorditlary pod and bouabt cheaper bJ 

. 25 per ·Cent ~baa we have at allJ time lW'M1 it' • "'' P~ 
wee pertlculerlv wldelr srown in the reg1on ot Ravbe.P W1cb. 

l~y on tbe tre4e route betWeen Bl~a!Nl' and Ooa. 44 Cardalona 

J9 Fryer, vol. It P• 3,1. 
40 Merwcc1 ( 1699-1709), ., .4a HiP.' vol. II t 1:1"8Nit 

W • Irvirut• (London, 1 -a • P• • 

41 T~er, wl. II, AR•oU• • P• 111 Fryer, YOl. n, S• Ai:Sa t 

p. '"· ~ . . 

42 Jr1 ( 1622-2J) , . P• S11 ( 1618•21), P• 289. 

43 lJWl ( 1642•ft') t P• 214. 

44 .D,W ( 16,4·36), P•· 2121 ( 1655-60) t P• 241. 
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was aleo PJ"'d,uce4 1ft tble res1on, but it wu mainlF 

oonSUifte4 locally. Htt'b11, lurtber aouth to Ray'bqb alao 

pro4uce4 aome sood quaUty pepp•r.·4' cottoa46 aft4 

aa1tpet.r.'•1 were aleo produoed 1ft the raatOD arounct H~U.· 
Raybaah pr04uce4 good quality aaltpetr'e. 48 

Amons the cQIII.IIlerc1a1 crope whOM cul 't1vation 

startect Cl.lir.lna ~· aeftllteentb catury, tol»acco c .. to 

OCC\lPJ' aa Japorttplt place. this crop wu w14•17 cultivated 

ln the Deccaa 4ut-ins oa.ar per1o4. It wu produced .ill SUCh 

ab\mdanct at BurhanpUI' 'that tbe peaaata lef't a oonaiUnble 

volume on the tie lela because . they had eo place to atOH 

them.49 Tbe aveilablllty ot ••• verloua commodltiaa in 

our res1oa made 1 t a '\tial)le 'trauns area, aa w111 t. eetn 

ift a 1\lbaequent chapter•1· 

Before •• ao OYel' to eam!M tb• evictenc• of 

non•aSflou1tura1 .maftUfactura i.a our tte&lcm. lt w111not 

be out of coated to note tbat clurlns tb1a period eve the 

45 l)aW.., ( 16,5.60) t P• 240. 

46 :DJA.(1668-6g), P• ~o. 

47 Wt.l P• 11,. 

118 - • ( 1664-67) • vol. 2 • ..PP•. ~91 ==1 : : SJ:tlRRI• no. 1 ( 1646-47) ,. Mab.,Qbtra s rch vea, ombay, PP• 17•18, 49• . 

49 'r89Gftler,. vol. zx. aa.. ,QJ.S., PP• 19-20.' 
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process ot agr1cul tural product1oa bad. to go t.brousb 

aome pNCeaa Of llU!JlUtaoture.tO .Thua at tJa.e• 1t became 

a cceblnation ot purely qrioul. turel work vlth •anutacturir'C 

proceaaea. 'lhla vas eSJ*)lallf true ill the ca .. of cash 

orope. C«*ton luld to ao tbroup 'the proc•aa ot o1een1nl· C14 

oarcu.ns _.-the peasant twaaelt,. attw lt waa plcke<l up 

tram the tle14a. Tltereatt.r lt waa spun iftto ,am., only 

at Whlcb poJ:nt the weaver use to take over. Other areaa 

ot qrioultul-al 81amatactu.re were tUSd' an4 pr, ot wMch 

good. qu.antity wee ps-oclueed in the Deccaft• and alao 

proce881na ot iM1SOt 8f'4 extraction ot on from the 

oJ.laeecS•• ete. 

Nort.•apicultural pro4u.ot1on. wu aprea4 out 

both in the rural aDC1 urban ceath•• 'tb.OUI'b. it tea4e4 to 

be moPe ccmccmtr-atect in-the urban ctDtrea. However; th.ere 

wee produc~lOi'l not ·only fot- tbe urban population end tor 

export recpd.re.enta but aleo tor the village populatioa.: 

Tbe KOftkan an4 the Wutem D•ccan had awloped. a tairly 
~ ,. ' . 
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a class of skilled U'tieafta. Recent atud.ln bave mown 
tbat the eeve~~teentb caturr aoh1eve4 tbe hi&beat vater• 

merit ot ~lle prOd.U.ctlon 1ft me41evall1'141a. Benet 

cottOD d e11k•weavlng war• the two most S.portant 

ta4ustr1ea 1ft OUJ" region. All ewta of cotton soou 
were Prorluced in dltterat port•towa ot ROftkan em! :l.ts 

ed3oinl:tla regions. 

• (J -

!he port ·tOWI'l ot Cbaul wu t•ous tor lta sl1k 

.·atutte .anc1 .embro14~e4· -lts.'1 Cba\11.'• tame aa a tbr1V1DS . 
maautactuPtns cenoe .tw poe! allk and cottoa •tutte 1a 

corroborate« by Feyer .entl Pyrarct.'2 Della V•lle v1sttfl4 

Chaul. tm4 tound it a Verf proaperot.tS centre ot tot11e . 

prod:uotlon~ 53 fbere were meny • rnakera ot ellk and weavers 

ot wool an4 ot black and rea bOmbast' • There vera ..Uaau 

'1 Jil ( 1661-64) t PP• 63--641 ( 1668-69) • P• 6,. 

52 .PJ.tardt vol. I%, .a.. ...Glt..t . p. 3551 • the country there 
ia vutlr rich 8ft4 proaiii<tlve of all klad:a ot valuable 
meroheftdise. the mtWCbanta :from all parts ot. lnd.J.e 
aft4 'the Bast come to aeek. But the cM•teet ve tbe 
allkt 'Wbicb ara obtaiftld 'th.ere 1ll INCh quDtJ. ty tbat 
alone they almost aupply Goa an4 all Jftdla. they 
are ot a ditterat quality tr. 011 tboae ot Chlu. t Gft4 
at Goa no account .t. made ot any, but Chaul a11k, 
lfharec>t very pretty atu.f'fa ere mad.e, 1t alao largely 
.upplles cbolce tabr1ea.• · 

53 Della Valle. Jm& sU.t,, PP• 224•2,. 
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easeged lD pr04uct1on ot aillc · U4 cotton 011 lOOlU• ' 4 

Thouab there was oonat4en'ble production. ot al.lk etutfa 

a.t C:haul.• we 4o not know tbe exact source of alUt. 1 t le 

possible 'tba't raw a11k vaa .taported then troa Ortaea 

8ft4 Bensal. Though Bnallall factor• montlcm • the aua<ter ot 

raw eillt' trm Chaul • .55 T"hafta .end K.alyan-Bht.v81l4i were 

also iaportant oentrea ot textile pro4Uo:Uon. Carers. teU. 

ua that ftuma wu temoua tor callc~a •no plac• in tba 

Po~e ctominloa exceetUns it 1n thla particular eveD 

tor table eerv.tce' • 56 Bb1¥8Dd1 wa• taaoua tor navs.ns 

b4UStl7• 

In the •~ Kordtall• a Vt¥1'1 sood quality ot 

aualia vee manutact'U'red at R~apur." Yenaurle. vat 

repute4 tor 1ta prod.uctlcm ot coara• cloth end h•P u~ · 

whlob served tor pacJd.ns aooda.58 Apan sro. v.,...la·htQ 

·54 lll&d-. Also aee m. (1668-69). P• 65t •we have 11ltormed 
OUI'Belvaa ot cliiUI, Tbafta, and BcdOrat conoerrd.q the 
weavers of e11k 8li4 stutta, 8114 we find that in Cha\4 
~ are 100 tam1Uea who make at leaat 5000 peecea 
ot tettatas and. eeveal ,aorta ot nutta rearlr •• •. • 

55 b'en B!s•&xd (1668-69), vol. J, p. 61. 

56 Carer1, AP• RIS• t P• 177 • 

57 .if1 ( 1624-29) t P• 258. 

58 Tav.rnl_., vol. 1. ,a,. £iS• • pp .• 148-491 • ••• coar• 
eottoa cloths tar hOmt conaumptlon are •ad• thve wo, 
and a eon of aattiq called Ml&tWhioh 1a onlJ' uaecl 
tor wrGPPlns up ••rohan41••' • 
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vaa prtod.ucect 1n.·K81'01" era4 111r3M alao59 1fhere troa lt 

vas probably 1aponect. 

Durtirls the left q,uarter of till aeventeenth 
' 

ceutury, B011bar was 4o'ftlopf.n& ae a ~or pro4uct1on centre 

tor tbe KODltaa rea1011. the main epbaal.a ot. tbe BnslJ.Ih 

Ccmpamy was to develop it as a producer ot all aorta of 

cotton t..U.les, owirJa to the arowlna Importance aftd ct.an4 

ot this CQUloclJ. tv tn the Rurepeen tracle with Ifldia. Tbroulh 

·the lnvoieea ot Baat India Companf tn:e 1661• omrara, an 

1mpnss1on 1a macte out that cotton atutt• nre much 1ft 

·ctemaml, end. most of 1t wa 80\18ht tr• R~epur. ·Tho 
' 

d1tterett 1\am•s with Wb1ch the ve.tt1CNe cottoa atutta were 

celled, ere • 4\mgaree .. , • cldtle••· j 'baftu' (White ..S blue), 

• aovapzeee' , percollae•' • ancs e1l1t stutt• like • vuaa&•e' • 

'tattat1e11 
, and • ~· cb.S.nta• • etc. 60 

to brlq 4otm. the cost ot produoUon am! to 

4ew1op Bonbay u a mat'111tactur1q end dl.atrlbut1q centre, 
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tbe BqUah aseDte were coaatently.urs.CS to encourage 

the ID!lftUfac'ture ot all sorts of caU.ooee there. W eawra 

aft4 aplmlera were J.mri'tecl from Cbaul and otber plao•• to 

settle 40WD 1ft Bomba¥ with the promise ot ell tac111tlea. 

Ai.rea4r·1D 1610•71 tbe IDimteotura of calJ.coes waa &Olbl 

on 111 BGm'baJ UDder the supe"laloa ol lqU.ah aerohanta~. 61 

The ccmpaay asked the St.arat· aaent• to encouras• tht maautacture 

ot callcoea at Bosbay. 62 ln. a 'letter of 1674• the Bombay 

.factors Woraed a.e oanpany that dua to a tire at CbENl, 
.- •.,. ' ., ' ·. ' 

· 1t was almdst ·4tatrotect ant moat ot tbe artleena wer• 

comlq over to Bomb~Yt thWs lncrea•1DS ·1ta pro4uct1oa 

potent.1al. 6' la 1675, the Ra~apur taotora bad a atock 

ot Ra.?o-&0,000 wblcll the 'Bombay 0..-.111 ex.pacte4 

~- to l!weat in tht ~~~• ot 'd.uftpreea' .ancS broad 

61 .!'J.B3!'fd~!"l;!1~:c~~; ~:';o 1!:t~f~L.i166B-69) • 
that tbey even 8JCPft88M hope tb•t 'ill • abort tlae 
you will have a aoo4 · ablp la4en only w1 tb tb.e produce 
of your I alan« B•b&J' • They lntonatd the Ccapey, 
• the IUtlUiacwre ot Cloth aoea on Vflt'Y hop•1\a11r •. 
last year 'there wu some atop tor want of loa••• Wbicb 
since ,. bave ,uwUed tb• w1 'tb :trc. · bece . 
( Sually Marine) end they hav• alao procure4 fro. other 
plecesJ ( 1669•71) ,. vel. 4>, P• 115. 

62 · fE t@'lDII ( 1664-61) , vo1. 2, P• 10:51 1 • • • • we also 
v · · ve fO\It u eooa · aa ••Y ~. to put the lnhabltata 
upon making ot aucb ca11coea, •• thtJ ere capable ot ••• • 
w cCBtend this to your eapec1a1 eve tor that we 
would. very w1111ng1y have aome •anutacture under our own 
GcwenaeDt ••••• • .' ( 

I "" • 

TH-Jlt6lf-
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and narrow • battee' • 64 ~ sr. 1680e v•rr soo4 quality caUcoaa 

were beinS pr'Od..uced at Bombay Which . ....-. .even b•tt.r tba the 

produce . ot surat ._and c0\44 be aade · ot any lengtb and w14tb. 65 
. . . . ' ' ' . ~ 

the manutacture ot aJlk bad aleo .taprowt~ •• tbe artlseu 
'' ' 

tmew the art ot 4yeiftg, ~tna and weav~s· It waa aot 
s\lrpr1eift8. that the E'ngl11h Beat 1fl41a CCIIIPeD)' Whj.cb. WU 

greatly &nt~eatact Ja the trade of the Kotl'ken, watlte4 to 

.nvlke.Bombay, the ·be~tertt_ ot ita trade vith the WeiSWm 

ooaat o~ India alnce most ot the upon ·OOIIUIOCU.tle• vtfN· 

available near the port tOWN& tbaaelvu. 
- ' 

fh.e .Weitern Uecoen h84 mtmf important catzoea 

eftllsed ln t.xtJ.le p~tit.m. ot- ve1'Y1lll mapltucle. !M 

moat ~ant oea;tres were, ot CO'Ul'ae., :Oaula'tabad• 
• 

AuraaaaW aft4 8~apw •. fhere.-were m.awou vart•tJ.ea of 
' l . . . 

cottc:m SOOClet cheap aa well u _ •XPant1ve, . whicb puse4 

thJ"WBb. 41tterent atagee ot t>1eaob1ngt clyelng, prlatiq 

an4 patnt.tn,a. _ Taveftl1er66 Gl'ld J ov.rd.oJ:A67 matte r•t•ace• 

64 DUst, p. 11.0. 

65 11!14 (1189•90)._ vol. 12, PP• 20-21. 

66 'levemler, vol. 1, Jm• AU•, P• 123. 

67 J OUI'daJ..G, . . J . . . . . • . ; e4. w •. Poater, 
Hakluyet soo.le y • 1 5, P• · • • t . a o1 ttie 
4oth eboun4 in maki!l& of fine bafta1ee1 ba1r••• 
(tine cotton clotb), svabafts, r!cb turban• and. 
sJ,rdlea ot ailk and IOld'.. . . · 
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to the m.utacture ot clotb e~ Bumapur and Auraqa'bad. 

Wb11At Aanmpbad waa famou tor vblte cott&m clotb. artd 

silk. e'tUtta, Bwha:ftpurt e tem• lar lri ita flfte wbl t• aft4 

printed eiotit. A part1cular variety ot oaUcoe belftS 
~ •' ·" 

pi'04uce4 s.a the ot tr ot 8i3apur• ta ment10fte4 bV 
Memaoo1. 68 Siallerlv, a type of tine olotb waa unutectur'lld 

at Dauletabact. 69 tzheft w.-. ot:b.tr .-all urhu o•ntres 

&I'Olmd. A\lreftpba4 which apeo1•11ee4 in tbe pro4uctloft of 

cottOll aocxte. A1loft8 theae J alna and. Ambad were taw. 

tor mueUil while. Paitbaa pro4uoe4 tln• c1ot.b. J'f.mft81', 

1ft A~ auba waa eaotmtr .laportaat nslon vbJ.cb 

participated· 1ft the tatlle pr04u.ct10ft of our repOft Ia 

a blc way. Pl'f'e• Mt1eed: the produetie of au•l1n eD4 

ooarae chlftu a.t Juamar.70 To 'the eaat ot Ataacmepr ve 

bed Btd.rt u a oeatr• ot production lor mua111'l. In tt. 

_ 8138PUr te!T1torr, SD ltolbapur there: wu prOduction. ot aoocS 

66 ~tanucol1 vol. _tlt, aa.&IS•• P• 4Yt. 

69 Abdul Hamltl Lebert, vol. I, lllllbabPiSBf: ed. · 
Ka'b!rud4lD Abma4 eft4 Abdv Rablllt 2 w . •• Celout-, 
1861•?2, ~· 501. . . 

10 rrrer, wl. I, a.~ • p. ""*-
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tua11 ty cot<toa•yam worked bJ' ekllled ~. 71 F\ar'l:ber· 

east of D~apur, auaU. wu produced a't Sapr. Some 

cotta .tufts were prOduced e.t Hu'b11, to the •a•t ot 
Ooa.72 

'-
TINa craft prott.uct.1on Ia our region waa to a 

great· met l)ase4 em the maautaatwe ot ftl'ioua type• 

ot cottoa atutta. These wre the prOttucta whtoh apart 

tram saU.triDa the local Dnd.a,. caterecS to the eXPort 

r~te ot the reaJ.oa. But tbe various other articl•• 

ot dally aeoeaelt1ea ot tlle poplllace were also produce«. 

AmOJIS these may b• lftolud.ed. potter1ea eft4 utenalle, 

bu11dlna ma,terifl:la,. en4 ~1~ .~ iaplllllGftts, etc. At 

Chaul, cleska and tablee of ,bla~k-~OCI• lnlaicl with ivory• 

_were l'.lflnUtactiure4. 7J !he tact that Ateadnasart Auragabad. 
. . ... ~ 

end B~epur ~·r~ .centres ot royalt)1 and there were ot'bltr' 

prosperous port 'tOWn8 ia the KODko, clearly preauppoeee 

• lot ot craft e.c~11titlea 1f1 the res~.on. tthere ••• llleftY 

art188ftl vorklfte on utet. leather cmd WOOd 1rl Utteret 

11 J!:l (1655-60), P• 241. 

12 IEl (1668-ig), p.. 1:10. 

13 Ouetteer (Tbarte) t .ta•AS• , P• ,58. 
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areaa. ?4 A alp1t1c-* 4ave1opmeat wes tM ~ of 

paper 1n4ut17 1n Junnar- n&ton durin~ tbe .eecoftt! halt 

ot ·the aevttlteenth eeatR1• Pry• aotieecl that pap.r 

vas belfts made fr'a oottoft rase· Wbioh were lire't eoaud 

ill wa'Mr, "-'-• anct ~ iftto thll lema ot pQer,. 

these .._. thea ·dried 1ft the et.tft. end polJ.ahecl.'' 

'there •er• alae larse 1nd.uatr1ea J.lk• tb.ou 

of ~ab1~1d111S an4 tdla~' ·the two aost important ctlltrea 

ot eblp.baU41na nre Bueesn16 an4 ooa1'! Ka1yan-»b1wan41 

vaa aothel" .Smport~t CerJitrt._ thete .Place• wer• acteq,uately 

auppUt4 wttb timber ~e4 1ft -~•• repon.a.. In e 

su.ueqwmt clap tv we vlU e" their relevance· lD and 

contrtbu.Uon to the coeaerclal atru.otun ot tbe period. 

Sbl~l gave 'eat encourqeme.nt to· ablp-bU1141q ~ 

aml w.cttd a large Aeet ot more than oae bundre4 veaaela.· 

-tbe D.cun ktl\act<*S aleo abmre4 koe lft'tertat 1ft 8h1p. 

. bu1141ng u tbe; bad tht!r th.tlna mteren•• 

· ?4 Della Yell•• vol. 1, ~ ~. t P• 371J • • • • tb•t.r eklU 1• 
Ukewls• •~qutat'te m llliklJii ot oablatta, or bou-. or 
Truda, or Sead1-.a, curiously W01.1Sbt1 wlthln aD4 vltbout, 
lrllaicl wttb Bleptumt tooth, or purl• cr Ebony, . or fmoyee• 
SbeU, or vrrea th•t,:"• exce11.nt qupa, and other thiDa• 
ot Agate. ail4 come • • 

15 Frye, vo1. I • .&.a. .IJa•, PP• 334, J51•~• 

?6 JE.l ( 1634•:56) • PP• 1J7•"· 
1? ~- ( 1624•29) t P• 260. 
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D1emoll4-m1nift& waa alao earr1e4 out So the 

Deccaa. TllOU.gb. more Japortdt millet WIN located ift 

the Qutub Shebi klftg<le ot eaetem Decco, Uaee wee • 

iepOl-'tant 41aoncl4J.fl1na centre at. Rao1c0Dda J.n tbe 

weetem Deccan. *18 l'~Wr• we a •r•t• ot leuine out ~ 
mines to merobaftta tty the klq on the paJmen:t ot certa!a 

amount, who in tum -s>1ore4 alnera. Allons mtneralat salt 

a.n4 saltpettl' vere alaO produced 1ft tbe naton. Sal' wu 
Produoe4 near Qoa.?9 Ybe naton around HuoU produce4 

saltpeter. 80 

-rnla auney ot production ccmtrea ot our nstcm 

mar aot be taken et cc:.nplete. But th• natur• ot our aource 

•e:terial 1a aucb that most 1ntomatlon which come to ua 

ar-e senerallV a'bout the ...rban place• or p1acea altuatecS 

alons the treo routee. The 1ftter1or c111trea ot pl'Oduct10ft 

spread out irl remote Vlllagea are often not aenttcme4 1n the 

coatemporary aourcee• but theJ vere not t...oa a1p1~1cant, 

cona14er1q tile requlrcente of a 'Yillt populatloa. 

78 H. 1\akaaa. •a., 1ft Plft~f-'1 f'f~R ~(»All• vo1. 1t ad •. Tapa aye . . an r tm a , 
C•br14ge1 1982J P• 314. . 

19 C8Nr1, Jm•, c&t., P• 190. 

· eo J.El < 1668-69) •· P• 11'' < 1646·50) •. PP• 53•54· 



lt bae 'o be DOted thAt ~ ot t.heae plec• 

war• 1J.dce4 w1tb eaob otbft' e4 to the port tow• tb:rcu&b 

direct 8114 vell-4etlne4 tra«e route•• On the ltonken ooaat, 

there wu a route UbkSlla Buaelft to Dsalft.81 Another tn4e 

route atarte4 tNm ChaUl aTtCl came up to ooa, pea•J.ns by 

Dauda R~apur1 end DablOl aa4 'tbrougb n._... 82 Goa ... 

aleo 11Dked to Bt.3uur tl\rOu&b a direct trade rouu. SJ 

Reybqbt the m~or :peper aart ot west.m Deccan lay on 

'tbls rout ... Bl~apv was Unke4 with trade route to 

HydereJ4 ta th• •eat en4 AbNdfta&ar en4J Aunnaabad in 

the nortb. AuransabaJP5 tm4 Ataa4Ce:pr were also Urakecl 

to Hr4enba4 la tbe eaat. Xa tbe MJ'tb 'there were two 

tra<le routes, •• corm.eot~DS AUJt-.a.a to Surat.86 tm4 

8fldlar - AsP&t vle BurNmp\lr• S? Wbeft MaUlt Amber lftvlud 

tb• BDslleb taotora to Allladfta8ar klqdora to ee'ttle a diapute 

81 Abbe Carre, vol. 1t Jli•Jai.S• t PP• 1?2-16. 

82 .lilY·· PP• 202•? • 
• , ~~. ,,,. 222•28. 

84 ~~ PP• 172•?6• 

SS T.....rm.er, vol. 1, lirRb~ • PP• 146, 1481 Thevenot, 8dZi.'• t 
PP• 109•10. . 

~ • < • 

86 .DU. t PP• 11+2-4,1 Tbft'eot, PP• 102•'• 

81 iltU•• PP• 59-6,. 
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lflVOlviDs plunder ot an ~llsh caravart, two tactora, 

Robert J ettrlea .atl4 IU.choia• Crlape took • route fr• 

· Cbaul to lunnU' e.n4 thtm to Ahma41laaor v1a Daulatabad. 8B 

so 1t seems that apU"t trot~ the re1'4er trade rout••• 
there were other Meller routea llnldns 4lfterent place• 

in the D.cceth 





,. 
I 

Tbe alsn.ltioance ot the res1cm. comprJ.•lns the 

Konkan erad the w eetem Deccen U& the COidiM1"01•1 avuc<ture 

of the seventeenth ce:tta-y, lar both in lta 0tm potential, 

as a • menufeciur1nf.h ccllectin& and 41striwtlq centre• , 

aa well • 1ft :1 te oepac!ty to atVact toreip merohanta to 

its coast. ~heo.porta ot the Konkarl Jtot only acte-d u 

entr-epota tcr its blnterlend production oeatrea but ware 

also vital for the ships from the South But Asia ·heacU.ng 

tor the Re4 Sea en4 P.eraian Cult reston, erul nee versa. 

The in.ebl11ty of the merohaftt vesaele to tla1ah their Aalea 

voyqes 1ft one eeaa·Ol\ tbuet me4e lt p.rtillen't tor them to 

rest em the ltOl'lken porta, Uke V ... la, Coa, ChaUl .,.t 

Dabhol. Alter the procuremeflt ot provWona tm4 ocat.na of 

the favourable seaecm an4 Wind pattem, they used. to tbip 

towarda thell' a.eatlftations. 

Tbe eevmteentb centu:rr ..,.. marked on the one 

hlU14 by a 4ec11ne of the Por'tt.lpeee .ill the Illd.S.a watwa, 

and em the other, by attempts ot the Dutch anA the BD&Uib 

to step into the vold. onate4 by the alaokerdt\1 ot 

Portuaueee control. There waa elao incessant warf'ar• 
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amons th.e DeccaD states. Tbe attempt \'Jy tbe Mus.hale to 

etcten4 their away over the r1cb treota ot Decca, a4ded 

8Jlotber 4Saena1on to this acn•• Sbift31 waa makl.Ds 

t.woa48 into tbe 'Konk.an territories etter the 1650s and 

the 8141 ot Jan~.iJ',a ttU also actively tUh.tng 1ft the trwbled 

waters. It will be seen tbat 4urlng tb.l.a t11tle polltlcal 

COJ\-01 of d.lfferen~ 1'8110D8t Ohallled. hGnU I.Dt•rmt..t'tentlJ 

from the Mugbal• to tU.z• Sheba end A41l Shaba and w1tJl. 

Sb1YrJ31. 'llh1e polS.t.tcel 41aequlllbr1um ba4 1ta 1apaot 

em the troadina pattern wlthiD. tbe KOft'ke1'1. Abbe Cerr•, the 

Preacb ti'«t"eller v1a1tins R.qbqb aoUced a general cteclifte 

ot- va4e In the reg1oa due to constant tisbt •ons riYal 

taction& after the ,death ot A41lahah II. 1 The Mupal-Mantbe 

oontes't d\lrins the ml44l.e ot tbe sevafttecm:tb oatu17 a1ao 

cause<l oonaltteral)le ctem.ase to va4e eapeclally ir1 the reslona 

ot POOAa, JUl'm81', U48J;r and Auaa ea many Yilles•• were 

b\smecl d.own and p1Uildered. 2 two very Saporten:t porta of the 

Kcmkan, Rqapur,3 anc:t Chau14 heel CO!ltS~blJ 1oet. tbelr 

1 Abb• Carre, Jm•IUa• pp. 2'3•34· 

2 H. Fukuaw. a. 1n *''c;G•B'fl' .i.lG .Hilto..a PI l!Jdktt vot. 1...t c. 1200•1 5 • e4. · epan · aycbaUdburl and 
lrtan Habib, CambrJ.dse, 1982, PP• ~t76-17. 

' s.c. Gokbal•• "Bft811eh Trade with Wettei'A India" • 
J oumal ot 1n41en History, vo1. &1, no. 2, 1964, P• 333. 

4 \e::'&'11!XIt~~7~!:er:I:as6~c~tt.:t·s.=: ••• 
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proapW'J.tr by 1662 .cmd 1674 respectively OW1n8 to 

Adi18hahi..ftugbel-Maratba tlptlllp and Portugueae 

dep.-adationa. fhere were el.so oocaa1onal tamleea iD the 

Deccan, Stteh ae those of 1630•31, 16551 1682• 1684 •to. 

which deV~tate4 tbe crop cmcl depleted !Nmen populatJ.Oft. 5 

aut the wan 8ft4 lat!linee were 110t exolu1ve 

tor the Deco• or11y., !htY 414 atfoet, to some extat 

tbe pattem. of trde 1ft otber- *"eglou also. M weover they 

were aot cone-tent factors J.n Decem h1st017 but c•• aa 

pustns pbaaea.. Oace the trOUbled d.ayw ...-e over, people 

tencted to set back to tbell' DONal ecCIIlCift1o 11.te either 

by settling 4owrt wt tb tltelr ol4 p:roten1one or m1poatJ.na 

to new loca11't1ea.-

Hence we shatl eee that I.DapS.te of occa•1onal 

political 41eturbanoea the Konke.n bact a tdr"J.y wall.• 

developed. tre.4e 4ul'1q tbJ.a per1o4_. Hen a. bt'S.et account 

ot the commerclal lapor-tance ot- 41f.ferat Koakan porta am4 
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.lta h11lterland ahou14 be alven to help Ul graap the 

tltadiftg pattem of the res1on a4 aMlJ•• lt• nature. 

!rhe 1erl4 area or thfJ J\S.Dterlellcl correspon41q to tU 

Konitaftt largely oompr1H4 of the t.wo kin&«•• ot Abaadrlaaer 

8li4 BjJ.... the H.W.aballl kingdom ot ~ar waa a 

tlour11h1ng oeDtre ot trade. Wrl tins durin& tb• earlr 

veers ot the etxtee:nth caturr Barboaa ..,,;. • 1 t baa ..,.., 

goocl aea porta ot sreat true la tba &OOda uae4 6ft the 

ma11l18ftd, the chlet be1rla Cl'la\tl 1ft Ko1aba about tMrt1 m.llee 

eoutb ot Bombay!6 Da Bence descr1bea Cb.t\11 aa • c1'tJ' 

wh1ch m pop~latloa 81'14 siZe ••• one ot the moat aportaftt 

ot that cou't.7 Ita lmportaace 1eJ em acccun.t ot 1 t• 

excellent poa1t1oft ea aa e'b'epot tor Malaba' and C•baf 

slltpe. Liaachotten Who came to Iftdia tOWlQ'de the taa 
eftd. ·ot tbe elxteenth centurr act1ced CbaUl etpa solfts to 

tbe 'Reclde Sea• or tbe Straitea ot Mecca• •8 

Tbe moot important port Lr1 'the Northern ltordteft 

was 'Baaaeln wbicb was \lftd.er Portusuen p~•seaa1on. lt 
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wu a .tl0ur1ataias o,_.erotal oeatt-e end. the P~•• 

ba4 •etabUsbed a taoter there. tbere wu trequeat 

movemeat of ehlpa tr• an4 to B.uaeirl .trc. the ooettal 

ld'eaa. ead vessels ~ tr011 Malabar .--. cocoa, 

Gfld epl.cea. 9 TowardS the eloa• of the eiatMAth o•turr 
it la meUonect •• •one ot tbe P16C .. ot most trade 1a 

oora end rloe • tbe ooan• • 1·0 The plao• 11 cal let • BUM~' 
bJ' AMul Pul, • a oity 8lld a •to••• Uke Daue, ~~-. 

Maida ..S tarapur, aU t1w ot ·them belrl& Sft th• po••••aloa 

ot Buropeaaa tbrouab 'the nestta•c• ot tbe Mupal 

ottlotN'. 11 

Purtbar aouth, Dabh01 wae tbe prlfto1pal -

outlet of the B136PUI* Jd.rlsd,Ca. J otm J ourdaift latON• ua 

that trcra Dabh01 • two or three ablps ol G"&t burda e4 

tar rlober tbaa those that. ••• troe &~rat, everv yeer 

eelle4 to tbe Re« .Sea eu4 \Wo very ncb iilllpa uatt4 to so 
to ora.• •12 Dabhol mercMate were tl"adifll tb tbe South But 

. 9 Berboa1 Z11f=BoolbgL. .l ny. u:t .. · 1 xi.RbA•• vol. l, Ae AccCM'lt 
ot the couau-lea l'i:iierlft& on tliiA"ftdla OceaD aDd ttwlt
iahabltenta, trau. Lonportb Daate (Lo.ndon, 1918, 1921), 
2 vole. P• 68. 

10 Ral.Pb Fltcbt quote4 Ja UIIPSI.ILJiLI!I 
(Thifta) (Bombay, -1882), 

11 oaett...-, Sl•a&s•. P• as. · 
12 Jbt..,ZRJP'DI17 o'· JsdaaApur4tbt_ ed. w. roner, 

Jlili.~,uyt soc.~oety, 1~91-&~ 
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Ada alao a• we •• Satoraed by 11lttd1eton, 'the ~0\U'tb day • 

ceae otJuJrt eblp ot Dt1Ml, nloh laud at Acbta wJ.tb P~er• 

these ••e snat .adpe \telODS all to tbe Gntn:'Jlor ot 

Da'DUl, Wllo la a Penleft, 8lld a ar•at aawobellt~'1J In 1611 
. r • 

'be 8ftsUsb Baat 11'141a C:capaar 1aolu4e4 Da'bhol 111 lt. 

achale ot eat.abliahU,s eGaDeroial relatlcme •1 tb the w eaten. 
coast ot Iftd.J.a. Rldd1etoa .,.., t•4. DabbOl iD 1612 an4 v.u 

welcilled \y tbe Goveraor • ..;.14 la. 1617, Sir fb•a• Roe, 
', 

a1eo wrote • lett·er to tM 0011eftl01' ot hbho1 Uktq hJa 

to s~ tra4e with tate BDslia.1' lt wa thouabt tot» 

e. va1u'b1e plaoe tor theJ.r ·trade wltb tbe Reel Sea re&J,oft. 
' 

lt co.ld. aleo be ••M tor •• 1n oeae of trouble• vlt.h 

tbe M~ eatl\orl.tlea. !Jler.e waa ••• a propoMl to abitt 

the surat taotorr to Dabhol. 16 TbOUf&b tMse propoeala tU4 

not ltfltwSa1lae. la ap1• of tbe1r -.... poai.tlOil at SUrat, 

1 te ocrta~.rolal imPW'ta.ftee tor tbe BJlllleh Yelabed. .t.a la"'IU''' 

1J Pul'ohaa1 f1·f!ttftJII.(H~r •14dleton.•a .ACCCNilt), wl. 3, 
e4. MacH oae, · eacow, 1905), p. ,, .. 

14 1~8Srt lllb IIU''MD (Ratrlqiri) (Ba'bay, 1S62), 
p.. • 
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ot rete.l:l\t.fta the tactorr tiler•• ADother lac-tor heapeJi.D& 

tile e'bove tugeat1on wu tile Portup.••• lloati11 "'• tt 

wu only efte tbt ooacluaie ot •• OCftNllt1oa of Ooa ia 

1635 that the Baallah could eat&'-118h tradins n1et1ou 

wi'Cb the Adllehabi 4cai.Jiloae. 17 Dul'ifts the 1660a Danda 

R~epur1 vas auggeatd bJ tM Coapaay u 81l0tber probable 

plaoe to lbltt, the Pre•ldencr.18 

aea porte .ot tbe KODkaa. leJ.tapur wa ta tact tbe a•· 

'ovtl-et ot a-3~\ir .Whiob WU t.lna for 1U aullftt iftdlp 
,, ' 

. od pepper. l t cOJD81lCltd oo~tstderable isport81lc• ,lftd wu 

. tbo\llbt ot •• the beat place wey tr~- both 'the M\ISbal 

erut Dutch .tanucmoea;. In 16Je•Jt, the PiNt rree !'r.tera 

or the. • Iaterloptra• , the- uaoc1atlOJt o~ Sir w 1111• 

Courteea •ata,11abe4 e factory at a.,,._.. 19 Afterval'da 

Courtetm• • Aaaoc1at1cm waa incorporated !#to tbe But llldla 

Coapeay end. the fac'ory at R~apur cont!m;ted. .. batore.~ 

file f'Nnob bad alao C8'teb11alle4 a factory at Rqapur m 
166?. 20 t'bt Bnellab t«etor1ea r•t• to the poet t.,.. 

11 11'1 (1655-60>, P• m. 
18 £-liD BtGIUISI ( 1661-64) , vol. J, P• 15. 

19 Mabarabtra State Gazetteer• (Ratnedri) •· S•Jd.i•, 
~,~- . 

20 '*• 
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preft111fts 'bet"Wea the Pr.each tactott• d Shive.11 et 

Ra3apur 111 the 16?0a.21 Abbe c ..... , a Prencll am, paeaiq 

thrO\ISb A~apur an« Cba\4 vu ueatea ft't7 alvillJ bV 

Shlvfl31' s men. Vensurla wller'e the lh.ttOh h84 their aettl•eot•• 

was more Japortant because lt .;ould prcw1Q provlalona. tor 

tbe ~lfta ablpa. Xt le roefeJTe4 to u a 'lara• town:1 

U1t e 1..,ue alone tht oout, with one of 'tht beat roeda 

in llldla, Wbere •11 tilt veea•lea tbet caae trca BataYle, 

Japan, Beqal, an4. Ceylon, and tttoee boUI\4 tor surat, omua · 

and the Red sea, both o•.bs .tlm4 goiq Sn.ohoreel both water 

an4 rlce beiea exce),.lent'. 22 Vaaurla waa· elao repv.W to? 
' . 

S004 quality ap&o••• aa4 o...._-. lt produoect anct Which 

were 4Ut1cult to set eaywllere elee. It wu alao tamoua 

tor .1 ta ooarse cloth an4 Hemp mattlfta that aentcl tor 

pacld:q po4s.2' It bad •\Is enoUSb 8ttract1on for tbe 

overa•a• eb1pa com1JtS Oft the wenem coast oflmU.a. 

Moat .t.mportaat ol all porte, howt'Y.rt vu the 

PortugUese posaeaa1on ot Goa. lealdea tile mt13or role ·'fhloll 

21 .Ill ( 1668-69) • P• .,, • ••• they (the Fruob) bav• 
Siftld at R&3epur aDd ttave •et. s~, Who ba" tb• 
some clo'thes and f&ga to tr&d.t fhelJ' 1ft all b!a 
porta". 

22 ~Mfeft'lier• vol. I, Sla•AlS• • pp. 148-9. 

23 DUe 
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O~a pla1e4 1n tn• comaercS.al structure of the seveftteenth 
. . ~ 

cetury, u a pori of call &1\4 emlJ&rita'tlO'Q1 . lt waa a lao 

a centre for eh1p•bl.l114lfts $.nduatry. th• reference• to 

Goa, ita coaetal and overseas tra4e are acattered all 

over the Englieh raotort Reoor4s. Durtng the •evanteentb 

c~ vhe tbe Portuauoae were 1oalnl ground 'tt) the Du.tch 

al\4 the Enal.1sb thrOughOut the Aa1a worlcl• Goa rema1fted 

tinblJ' under tht former• s control and _, the aoat mftl.U-
- . 

able gen. ot Portuguese lad.la. 

fh.e treater ot Bornbar to the Engl1ah .ill 'the 

·1660a ·and. 1ta aubae~ rtae after 16?0a and 1680a waa 

a watershed in th• ccmtAerclal hletorr ot the ltor.'kan. tbe 

pol1't1co-eoonom1c aisni·ts.cance ot the acqu1slt1on ot Bombay 

was gnat. tfblle 1 t vea tbe ttrst terrt:torlal poaaeealon 

ot the Sngliall in lndla1 it acUd as a bQll\fark aplnst, 

at also an eaoape from the Mugb.el eutbOrltlea. lt could. 

aleo be used ae a llaM· aaalns't the PorNSW!ee and. the 

Dutch :l1'i Umes ot emeraeacy. Cr•at laterest a4 conoea 

was ahown by the Eut ln41e C•p•y to d.eJ'elop 8oabay aa 

a commercial centre vltb ita oe producUon bf ttncourGiirJI 

the art\M'fta t:o aettle on the Ma1n1ud.24 It• tort1f1Cation• 
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vere provi<leclt ahip•\Nll.cUfts waa cmcourapd e4 inceatlvea 

were pveft to bmtlaa to come enc1 sett~ in BOSlbay. !he 

slift1f1cent srowth ot cotton trade ~,~~bay, started 

atterw~ wbieb does not' o•e untter: the' scope of the 

pre.sent awdy. 

Tb.~_ o~modity ccmpos1t1on ot ttle Konken ~or J.to 

overseas &rl4 coastal u-acte was to a gea"t extent aame aa 

ft-011 other regions ·of Zlldla. There were cotton ·text11ea1 
2' 

l.o. atm. c.blOSit Amslbtilt Oulllea d&Ut Ublll&»ll• 
-Sallmf, PAIIDID.- Bombay atutt, muslin; a11k e'tutts, 

embl'o14ere4 qu11ta1 ·~·126 besides there were available 

tor trade ind.l&O:t peppE!l't an4 other splcea, peper, saltpetre, 

food. s;n.tns, 'tl~Dber, ea4 precloua stones, etc. 

ot ey othe_ r comott1tles -ei.tbel' bY _menu~ecture, 
pldtlfts Ol" otherwtse• that may ba V&:nd1ble .t.n 
those part•• as well as 1n Europe •••• • ( 1689). 

2' Di'Yer'ae types ot cotton te.-tilee EIJ'e mentioned 
J.n tile contempor.a17 aourcee. ~heir 11811ee ere 
Cl\llte contuaina end It 1s d1ft1cult to to11ow 
tb• precise na'NI'e ot everv ver1ety unttoned 
therein. 

26 K.N, Cbaud.hari, Dt ~iD~ -~ ~ Ud 
.sbi~S lu~ta ~-· 4Fo•:w~a• ~.,19'78), 
P• . • 
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fbe ave.i.labWty of aa 41verae o.mo41t1ea u 

we haVe DOted above, speaks ot tbe KODka' a tre41.q poten

tJ.ela. tt wae acuvolr Savolvec:t 1ft overseas tracte to 

tbe Red sea, Perala Cult srJ4 the ln<tO.ChiDa. Sbipa aolns 

to the Persian Gulf ed evea to 'the Sp1cetaland.a ueecl to 

·toucb fla#our aad Goa. 'Z1 SMps beiDa 1edelk at Surat for 

Bns181lil lr1 case ot inauftiOtat •argo, uaed. 'to so to the 

Kontten pons to fetch export oomm0d1t1ea.28 Delle Valle 

te11e us about the ers-i'W$1 ot: ships at Cbaul trcm Muscat 

aft4 Basra, • the same clay, 8ft • Alaa41e• or •all boat ot 

.Q&i\&1 caae to Goa wltb aews ot a 'V'eaeel arrived tbere 

trca Muscat. and alao e ehlp from Besson• • 29 On hie _, 

ltaok to Europe be even took trelght cm. a ebJ.p Whlcb wu 

aoifta trcm Chaul to Basra. I our4a1n, clur1ns hla •tar lft 

Mooba aoUce4 the ne•enoe of 1Dusnes ot DebUll, Cbe.ule1 

Buw (lasseln) • , apaPt frOID other places. Dabhol ab1pa 

2'1 m ( 1651 -54). lfttl'odUc't1on. v. 
28 .m ( 16116-50), !ntro. axl,, 'In November 16,0, the 

1TiipedJ.ttoa• vu eent 40Wil the Malabar coast to 
Goa and Re3apur and her return wltb a pod qu.ant1'tY 
of Pepper, cardaout 8ftd. c1rmacm helped ••t•r1a1ly 
1ft lattlfts the 'love• · wh1c!l vu despatcbecl tor B~ 
at the beslnnlftl. ot 16'1, w1 th a carp lrlvoS.ced at 
about 26,000 lb. • 

29 Delle Valle, SR• .AD•• P• ,22). 



quite .frte~tm'tly vlelted Mocha • wJ. th Ibd1en commodi tlea 

very rich, w1tb store ot lrt41ce. pepper anc1 all. other aortas 

of fine ocaeo41t1ea ot cotton wooll'. He tur't.heP tella us, 

• A.bOut a1ne ot tke clocke ,.. landed at the oltty ot Rocha, 

where. we towde many sbipps ryd.J.nge some Of Da'bull, aCI!le 

of D.lu, acme of Cbau.ll etc. wtoh 1ft ~eJtePall trattvke 

heather' • 30 Dabbol 3\lft'ks were tra41ns 1ft the Red Sea aa 

early aa 1619 whea tl\eJ were attacked by tbe Dutoh.'1 

The Dutch were tryJ.ns to c:tol"Ce the same syatca ot 
' 

sartuta aa the Portuguese had Clone e•~• aftcl. hcmce 

came lnto claa wl ttl Itldieft merchtmts. Ift one ot such 

conf11cta, two Do'bho1 ve~eels were captured by the D\deh 

whlcb. further embittered the relatione between the Dabhol 

~~:erchallts ad the Dt.tton.J2 LS.nahotten whO cma• to lft41a 
·.; 

1:ower4a the close ot 16tl'l century rt.oUoed Chaul ships 

going to the 'Redde Sea or tb.e St.ralts ot Mecca• ·'' 
<. • 

After- the ocmc1ue1on of convention of Goa 1n 

1635 tile Bast In41a CCU~P•Y' a asenta atarted vlaS.tiq 

. 'Dha'bho1, Ra3apur, fteybaab fm4 even BSJepur. The Englia'b 

51 Jr1 ( 1618-21) t P• 525. 

'2 Did· 
'' LinschOtten, vol. ~ • Ra• ~·, P• 183. 
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81\lps Ue4 to call et these porta and a-t J a1 tapur to 

obtalft ealtpetre end pepper.. The 4ua1 reaaon• ot a ria• 

J.n 4eand of these two cQ'l:lmottl tiee in En.glend and the 

obstructlona created by tile Dutch 1n procurlq pepper 

tram Bantam or Aohla., t~ade. tbose ports ptWticularly 

Smportant tor tbt Eilltiah. · Tbe Sng11sb lector, Revinston 

establ.lshea b1a hea4q'l~ at Raybagb. 1n 1659 witb the 

promise of all taeilttles tor tre4e from Rustea Zastm, 

the ,sove~ ot R-.18.J)Ur reaton.34 'lha trade wae taVOUftble 

4ur1na w.a time as 1s evld.-.t from the tact tl'let the 

EngU~ factors auccaetted J.n o'b,alnlq cSurifts the eoa•on• 

more ·then ntne burldred tcmnea ot soocta, iftc1ud1na p~er, 

saltpetre, coffee, calltcoes. &Uil•lac 81B4 cotton JAm• '' 

Ia a letter to the compeny .1ft H ovember 1659, the dietr1c't 

· roun4 Hut.ll, was 4eolere4 to 'be • the on1J eW. table ple.ce 

011 the whole of the ~Helab&r coast tor ~ina really 

goOd pepper at reaaoaabltt pr-t.c•a• • 36 fiul lnterlor qUalS:ty 

ot pepper was exported to Mocha 8l'l4 Basra eel ao14 to the 

turkas end ~raba. 31 

,,. .m < ,,,5-6o>, P• a56. 

'' lW· 
36 lla&d· 
'7 lldrd• t P• 240. 



• 42 • 

ln tbe Re~ region• the En&Uab also fouru\ 

tbe possibility of good trade .ln seed•lac, aaltpetre 81\d 

oallS.Coes. But· .the r.equJ.rementa of the compenJ were e.ot 

aet by the colour aDd dim.ens1on of the Kolbapur end Ray'bagb 
\ 

aoocts end they tboupt of starting dye work ond s1•1fts 

speclt1catt.ona to the artisan& u to its slzea.38 It waa 

evea thought ot calling weavers tr-om Mesu.l1patnam, tor 

the manulf)lcture ot st~pule:ted (lllal1 ty. · Ia epi te ot 41a• 

ruption caused by Maratha d•pra4at1one d.ur:S.fts the 1670a, 

the English tee tors coukt pr~e pepper troa Rajapur1 '9 
etter un'loadtng salt at Dabbol and p.tck1ft4 up other ah1pa 

( 'Jlevense• , Hunter, • Fal.c011• ) and veaaela plylftg 1ft the 

reston. They were· also eQlorills the posa1b111 tJ ot trade 

1n upper Cheul tor a1lk, oalled. • Trussase• &60 by the 

countl')' people. For tbls purpose their lftftfthant tr1en4 

38 llt.U•• PP• 240-411 •but we must have 'tllle to provide 
1t 'because these cOU'btry people tw1at it the wrong 
way1 so that 1't must 'be all untwisted again or else 
beepooke right hand twisted. at first." 

39 U1 (1670•77), vol.I, (!be Wes'tem Presidency), ed. 
c. Fevcett Oxtcntd, 1936, p. 104. 

40 .if1. (1668-69), pp, 13•74t •eer• tore I~ you please 
to enorder tbe bUy1ns of 20 or 2' maun~, of Perala 
aillt (Truggaaee), 1-t v111· r1elc1 It\ or Itt rupee• per 
se«t'e SuratJ end it is supposed tbe weavers w111 be 
able to et:tord these atuttea in time yet cbeeper ..... • 



' ,., ' 
Khwa,3e Aleuddln was sent to the Prince to Obtain a ' t.uma• , 
• that Phaty en4 CulUen, ·tor our sakes, ahal'bee free to-r 

all merchants to ·export aJ.\4 import what goods thef please• •·41 

we 4o not mow tbe o-u..wome ot tbie endeavour wb.1ch e1Sb't 

have become a v1ct1m ot the Deccal\ •••• 

!be Courteen• a Assoc1e't1cn Who ha4 eeta'b11abe4 

a factorr at RB3apur were bavlng brlek trade at the port, 

'lbey were even aend.tn.g lhlps· ladea with lnd.t.au aooda 

cl1rect1y from Ra~apur to En81an4. 42 Ships from here were 

aleo tre.tlina .ln. AcbJ.ft · 81ld tl\e w eet coast of Sumatra. 4' 

Due to tbe uncertalftt1ee of 'the ·market· oontU. tlona trade 

was not elwaya •ootb. In aucb condlt1ons the Ens11eh 

tri.e4 . to use the ltonlten coast u beat to tbeil' a4vantes• 

as it was possible. Ou1te often they would order theit' 

ships departing for Burope to touch at 1:be ltonktm porta 

an4 acqutre. what add1t1orJ.al oommod1t1ea ther eo\A.lci s..c at 

reasonable :rates. Same poUcy waa followed for ablpe 

voragtna towarda the Red Sea e.rul the Persian Gulf regiOD. 44 

41 l!IPerl Bt&ajrxc4 ( 1668-69), vol. '• p.. 56. 
42 itt (.161.2•45), P• 101 "When the 1Lond. on• paes•4. bJ 

R~apur on December ,,, Coute.n.• s eblp •w 1111a' wae 
lying ·there ready to eet aa11 tor Bnglarul, wS.tb a . 
c•rao of pepper, saltpetre, cS.tmamont car4a011a, 

· etc.• 

43 Purcb.aa, Jm• ~· • p.. 154. 

4&. Jfl ( 1646•50) , P• 16. 



. . . ,. .. 
Other ca!Don practice ·wee to otfer trelpt urv.1ces on 

EngUsb $h1ps, to the urchants of the Kcmkan who were 

1nterested. 1ft c~J.q: their goods to Pera!e end other 

placea.4' 

Tbua tb~ K~ P.art1c.1pa~ed in the overaeaa 

trade 'botb 41reetly tm4 .l.t\duectly. At 'the arrival of 
. 

ebipa f1'ola Bnslan4, amall vessels from Surat were eont 

to ditterettt porta ot the KODkrm to collect po4a trca 

the Dec;cPl -.arts ,Wicb wet'G thea used tor 1ad11lg the 

.ebipa t~~r Eftsland. Ia the abse~e of qu&Jl.t.ltetl ve date . 
in the hlstor1cal 80\lNes,. no d.eflrl.l'te enswer can be 

g1Veft u to 'the volu.~; of emtUa1 sb1paents ~ th• Konken 
' ...__ - - . 

coast. But wtte:tever can be glaane4 from the tactot7 

reoorcta, it cea be reasoDab1y interred that. dtlual overaeu 

shipment from -this coaat was C?on&ld.erable. The Sng118h 

tactory records anct the eecO\.Ulte ot the Europe• t.ravelleT• 

®:1 te e1t:tarlr test1fl' to ~ presence of Konkan raerehentl 

1n d.itteremt, trad1Dg rep.ou of Aa1e. 

The pattem and magn.i tude of the overaeaa trade 

cotwtthatantUq, the coutal trade ot the Konkan was tar 

more Japortent during tbe seventeenth century. The evldenc• 

45 if1 ( 1642-45) • P• 116. 



' 45 .• 

,scattered all over our aouroee when pieced. together, 

g1vee a clear-cut 1n41oetion ot e w.tde an4 tlour11lb1ft& 

coastal trade lnvolvt.ns both Indian and foreign mercbente 

of tbe reston. The coastal trade eorapl'iee4 not only a 

port to port trede ln the Konken but alao a normal pracuce 

ot the Kontten1 ah1ps Vial t1ng por'ta o~ other coastal regions 

.ln western ladle.. A fair degree of mob1l1ty and a flair 

to obtein goods oa the.· 'basu ot 1 theory ot ccmperatl ve 

costa• 18 discernible .i.e tbe act1 vJ. tie• · ot the merchants 

trecU.Ds in our region. 

'lbe Konkan coast vas trecp.umted by ahipa beam 

Cembay, Surat, Diu end Ma:le.beJ'. The mercba:nta of Chaul 

ad Dabbcl v1e1ted Dtu Wherefrom tbey brought ellk, text11ea, 

cotton, borsea, opium, Wheat etc• 46 In lieu ot tbia they · 

carried to Diu locally mel'Altac'ture4 text11ea tor eele• 

From Diu the merchants of Cbaul also purebaee4 tlfte 

muaUn1 wblch was r~rt.ed to Arabia an4 Perala. 41 At 

Cbaul copper was elso available tor export to the coastal 

reg.t.ons Vhlch \lies brouaht there by the Melabar1e and 

PortU.suese. 48 The M.alabarls were activelr lllvolve4 1n tbe 

46 s. Oopal, £9MI~I 'f. GfiifhU;,1CfAS '9i.JJt 3§$b 
and 11th centur ea; ew • · . • 5, PP• · • 

41 Did• 
48 D14· 
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·cerrying trad& between the Koilkan ooas~ and the porta on 

'the Gu,1arat coast. In tact Ctuaut• s .• ortonea lay on . 
aceount of I. ts excellent post tloa. as an en'trteptn: tor 

Malabar and Cambay Ships. Wr1tt.ns d.url.fts the aiateenth 

oeatury, Barbosa tells us that. • £rem December to March 

there waa a srea~ ccmmerce between the ships ot Malaber 

and Cembay • which mot here and exchanged their comrao4i• 

tlea• • 49 He also dea~lhee bow sreat ceJ"avana ot bullocks · 

loaded. 'With goods came down froom the 11lter1or tor tbe 

coastal tra<le. Men4els1o oorToboretes We and 1nfOJ'IlG us . 

turthel' that tbey we1'\t back wi tb wheat end rJ.ce srown in 

the KcmkE'111.90 fhe a11k supply to Goa cam• from Chaul e:nct 

it we have to be11eve PyrarA1 it was sent ell over lndJ.e..'1 

Other important port involved. 1il the coaatel 

trade waa Da-hol. In 162J De11a-Velle wae a witness toe 

navel ak1m1ab l>etween the English end Dabhol mercbanta 

in \fh1Cb the Eng11611 1ft spite ot their reverse•• • in tbeil' 

f11Sbt took two vessels of tlabul, which were ln tile port 

richlY ledent but unprov.lded., Which vas no &~all 4Uaqe 

to. the citY' .'2 .A a sea-outlet of B138PUS' KlngdOil it wae 

49 Gaaett-eer ot the BombaY Praa14enoy, (Kcmkan), 
Jm• ""•, XntrOductlon. 

50 J.W. ,, 
52. Della Valle, .&• ~· • P• 70. 
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· ,important tor tbelr horse trade ldl1ch wea co114uetect· thrOuSb ., 

Goa end Diu. '.rh&re ttas an active oommeN1a1 intercourse · 

between Dabhol and other po:rta of the; Res1on. !he Engl.leb 
1 

were welcomed· there to atart coNtel trade as early aa 

1618. ''. Ships used to make regular tr1pa fttOa Coe -to 

Dabhol end later on also A-om Bombay. 
' -

Next to CbaUl end Dabbol, Beasein was 'tbe most 

important port tor the co8.S'ta1 trade clurins the s1xteMth 

and seventeenth centuries. A port un.dt!l' Pos-tuguese 

possessi.Ol'lt Baeseln was freqtael'lted. by the G&t&:J.u, csrevm. 

ot small merchant eh1pa suer«ed bJ a Ponu,sueae .fleet. !f4 

The Portuguese viceroy ill ·1586 issued a decree tba' all · 

.ahipe tratUng on the wostem In41eft coaat mus't travel in 

,GIAkd·'' Henceforth, every ye~ wo or tlU'ee .&AIIJ.II 
' 

started trosn Goa and came up to Cheul, Basse1n, Deman 

and. Surat., on the 1!1&1 'to Cambaf•" Frcm Oom'bey 'the 

'' m. ( 1618•21). p. •• 

,. M . .N. t>--· r ·~~ltd (CallfomJ.a, 1. . . • F . e .· · . 81'l .· 1on 
(New Delb11 197 ), P• 46. 

' ' !W· 
56 M.N .•. P•ar. son gives a deta11e4 description of the 

conposi t1on ot the Portusuese aaU:LA• 'basecl on 
bia study of the Portuguese sources, (S•J!i:t•, pp.46-47). 



• fr1gotts• of Goa bJ'OUSht ditttwent aorta ot commod.itJ.ea 

collected there trom tbe lfturlor mane. 57 Th• ahipe 

bound for Portugal trca Ooe cur1e4 the prlvat• cargoes 

brougbt 'by thee• caft.las. 

ltte aaUlu wen a special feature o% the coastal 

trade as far as Goa ves corteerned. 58 Goa beiDa a 1'1ce 4ef1c1t 

area always 4epellded on the tor their eupp1r of prewislona 

tetcl\e4 tbrOUgb their' voyages to Arakola, Honaver and 

MangaJ.ore. Ia fact the b4k ot rice supplies to Goa oeme 

from Kanara. 59 So mucb so that 4urma tbe 1680a Whe 

Sembha,31 planed to tortJ.fJ Afl31dl¥ lalend, the Portu,suea. 

captured. .lt vhtcb. wt~s vital tor the &rain trade between 

Ke.nara tmct Ooa. 60 Goa 1ft part1cu1er beav11J depended on 

B1.1epur tor tood auppUes .and otber de11J necessltles. 61 

51 llil I9Ptl!Al .PI ·!Allal=tf'D• JlTh Jd.i. • P• 173_ 1 
.Among the Suropean trave. · era.- J ~n noticed, 
w1th 1ntercul)t tb1a CQmnercial practice of ·tile 
Portugue.ae ot a_ a_ ndifta r_ esular i'fttP.• u ia clear 
.trom hle recordJ.q ol tb1a .1ft . e · · • 

58 Della Valle, .G• SiS•• p,. 22!. 

59 feotrllo R. De S~a, UO<&i~ Cgp (Nett De1hl, 1979) t 
p. ,.. 

60 lW·· P• 41. 

61 Ibid., P• 34• 



ll~apur also supplied textiles to Goa tbrouSh 1te sea• 

outlets at Dabhol and R~apur. 62 Prec1ou.s at:Oftes 

wh1cb conat1tute4 a. very .lrl)porteftt trade lta, wor• 
brought lrOJn Oclconcta mines vla 9.S.3epur, ancS eo also 

. Saltpetre for the manutactuPe ot ppow4er at Coa.6J 

SataJ.u ... also came to Goa flrom Cape Camor:S.n, vie. Cocbt.n 

and Cati1'18N)re. S04\etlmea they comprued Of larger ahlps 

from Melacca, Cb1n&t Slmn, B$llpl end. Coromenclel1 •1th 

ameller eb1ps 3o1n;t.q them troa Cochm. 64 SISIJ.st also 

came frca Malabar coast with aoods from Southeast Asia, 

China end the B&y of Bengal tor homebound sh1pa at Goa!!, 

end also tor other markets of the Konkan. 65 1 t bee been 

argued that the inst1tut1on of Sa,.&).lf aerved two purpose11 
I 

it provided socur1ty to the merchant vessels and. profit to 

tbe Portuguese customs houses. 66 ThW.gb there were 

1netatacea when the nat1ve mwcbents tried to evacle th• 

M&'Ual as they did wlth the sar.lii.Ue to spare themselvea 

the trouble of pay1q money to the Portuguese. 67 Della 

62 DY· 
63 Tavernier, II, Ri• ~·• PP• 41-62. 

64 M.N. Pear•ont lfi!llmSa.,.~ ,BullA &I Qu.11EU• 
CCa.l1torrd.a, 1 · . t P• • 

6S lla&si• 

66 IW• 
67 Della Valle, 1 1 a·~·• PP• 38,_., 393•94• 



t 50 I 

Valle, WhO v1a1te4 ll'14la aeon after Jourdain, :found tbe't 

the lrlpte .ot tbe P~se armada on whlch he wu. 

boar41ng wae not prov14e4 W1 tb eeemen Wblch suss~·ata • 

decline 1n the utfectiveness ot tbe caf&Ya• It also 

appears thet the mariftera .lrl Goa aostly cane troa the 

Jt1ng4caeof aJ.tjepur. 68 

fhe Konkan area had. extensive coastal tracS.e with 

Surat d.UrinS the seventeenth century. S\U"e't abipa uaect 

to make southward. -trips to tbe Konkaa )?Orta in the aearoh 

ot ex,port canmodi t1ea. fhe Portuguese coastal tleete fra!t 

Goa made annual trips to the porte f>f O~erat end caft'led 

a large ·proportion ot the merchandlae exported. from the 

pJtOVincet particularly cloths. 69 Indigo abo formed an 

important 1 tem ~ trade w1 th O~arat. 'l'het the Oos.C"arat 

trade was qu1 te $lpttloant t.e appannt from tbe to11owtns 

r•port seat .,, the a~thortUee at Goat •the -d1aturbancee 

1ft G~arat Where the natives have r'eba11e4 against the 

Mugbal. haVe taken a heavv toll ot ~· rftVGft'Uea of tbla 

Portuguese state ot Ittdia1 because the vans.u ( baniaa) were 

~he onea who pntron1ae4 most our cuatc:aaW.7° ln 1644, a 

EnsUah factor wrote 'to the compeny, •As lett•• recently 

68 .JJWI• • P• 9SJ ldJ.tal. IUt Jm• &IS• t P• 34. 

69 Pearaon, .D• .dS•• P• f/1. 

10 ld~DI Qaa, S• £Li•, P• 28. 
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received fi"Cm Goa brought no raews of the arrival ot the 

•Jotm.• em that coast 1t bas 11011 'been 4etem1n~ to aeftd. the • 

'Hart• to Ra3ap\lr to retch oerdamoms end peppet- waltift& 

tbere. as they ere ~ tor .led.lfts the 'Crlaplana• •. 71 

ln another letter tbe:v wrttet •on Jel'lUa'f'Y 25, the •Hopew~11' 

retumed from her casttns voyqe, br11181n8 a ladies ot 

'eatcbee• from Ceylon• CtDMJDon• from Ooa1 ,pepper frca 

Ra~uur. and some ·C:arde.'ClCDat cotton, yarn en4 gunny. Xt 

was .then determlfted. to serul her to Rokha ••• • 7Z The EUHPe 

bOUiltt ehips of the Bast lftdla Company vbeft ehol't of 

oommOtU.Uee &om the Malabar used. to make 11'()fasea -to tbe 

Konkeil to tt!ltcb tbe req_ulre4 fDlQrrtltJ• For Wa R..,apur · 

was a convenJ.eDt: place end there ere frequf)Dt references 

to Enallsh merchants vist t!ns this port and making tour& 

of upoouatry areas in 1:bie resS.on.n In 1644• the Campanr 

11 m < 1642-41). P• 216. 

?2 Ibid., P• 248. 

7) lfta£11 Bf'l~ ( 16n-?5), wl. 6• f• 140J In a 
etter o ' the 'Bombay Genera1l v.rote to 

Surat factory, "besidee wh!eb wee baVe enordered 
tma Ileal' 20,000 rupees to 'be received at Ra_1epore. 
soe that we• reckon they wlll have a atock about 
70 or 80,000 rupees WS.ch wee bope theY ¥111 
lnYest 1ft good Dutlpreea, Broad and narrow Battu. 
end that they will sat thea aeaaonably ~eadr 
agalns.t tbe next ships arr1valt •• c.tee1re you to 
advice us the ~t1t1ee and qualitlea of such 
goode, u wee 8hell want from a_,epore, that wee 
mer govern ouraolves aceortJ1ngly ...... 



!a mtor~~ecl, •as the 'D1scovery', *1cb ery1ve4 on Bovaber ' 

'brouSh't OAl:r e ll'ttle PePPel' &011 Malabat- ooa•t• the 

'D01pb1ft' wee deapetcbed tblther OD tile 13th to noo-. 
o~ 814 borea at R~apv aad o~ at Goa •••• 

ibe is aow tu11r la<tea tor Bnslan4 •••• • 74 Tn• BftSliah 
, 

tactotta tram Surat tectorr 1DYeite4 1a RaJepur markete m 
the pu.chaee of pepper etc, •'' eep-c1aUr When •• RaYbqb 

pepper rose Sa ea'teem 1ft Bnslet1d occu1ontct by ita nOft• 

eva11a'b1U tr trOll ·'the Soutbeaa't Aela. Pres14ent Br•tcm 

wrote to the tompeoy 1ft ·1646, •UD4er iutlucticma tr• 
sv.at, SOQO •1•1• wre left et Ralepur to Purchaae pepper 

at R.~tba&t where the pnoe ·was 111 pqoclaa per '~. • ?6 

FND 1Glte onwards BA&Usb lhipa were •eldlla reple.J' 'trlpa 

to R84epur an4 1 ta aarkata to pncure aoo4a tor J. ta oveneu 

dd cOeatal vatSe. 

CJoa tbu.e occupied the placa ot a atrepo• tor 
the Kcmke re.s1,on• lta 11flporteftce not 4\le w ita own~ 
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ht 'because ot 1 ts . poatt1a as a ·COll•UDI aft4 41atr1'*"b& 

ceD.tre. The prOduce ~rom a larse part of XD41a, lrlcludlq 

the watera Deccan waa Wo\&Sht here aa carsoea to-r the 

bome-bound ehips or to be 41str1bute4 al0ft8 th• wtat coaat. 

these lerse hoaewar4 ehlpa· wre call.S: carraolta whl.ch 

collected ••· merchaftdJ.M brougbt !rca b interior bJ 

tbe small coaesttaa craft. "'T Tbe auarcbeJl'ta· aeaerally 

ecqW.escect in tb.e system tor aecurJ:tf na•cm• and wat.t.a. 

tor the eecort tllue provid:ed. Thua almost the whole trade 

of th4 year betweea Ceml)ev, Coa end the, ttOl\kan porta •• 

con4\t0tecl in lerse convtqa Wblch aailed two or ~e• tSMa 

1a the eeuoa · betweeA September· and M81• Morelaa4 

calculatea ·that 'the c;onvoye cona.t.ated. oemmoaly ot ll'Oift 

200 to JOO oratta, tmioh var1e4 flocm 8000 to 120,000 

tuna, aountiDa to • ermuel tratt.Lc ot about ao,ooo to 

tA 000 --... -~?a iiVJ. t!tMAD. 

Tbe probleu teed. 'bf the Ensl.S.flh Ea•'t I1141a 

c ompeay 1ft ita relatiotl& w1 tb the Mupala, Portusueae 8D4 

the Dutcb, bad 81"adua11J made it cOMc1oua ot the need ot . 
an bdeperutat ten-1tory 01\ th.e weatem coatt ot llle.Uit. 

Such en acqt.d.a1 tJ.Oft. would 110t only prov14e tbea soae 

reveue lor their Eaatem trade ·tbtouch cuatcaa and 

tr.W.t dUea, but would. aleo aerve tba 1ft 8004 ateact in 

11 lbl t1mama1 sa' &QM JQHl:M&n. Jm• .u..., P• 113. 

18 (w.H, M~relan4, JD~ Sbl RIISb d AJs)IB 
Londcftt 1920), P• • 
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t.btea ot . COftt11c'ta wlth their atl~erseriea. the Waftater 

ot Bombay to the BrJ.Uab orom e4 aubsequeatlv to the 

Bast Ia!l.a COIDPUlJ 08108 at aft OppoMun.e tiM. Xt booat«l 

the coasUJ.. trade ot tbe CompeuJ as veU ea the K.oftktm 
·' -' , 

rest.on. In 1662 tbie was recoptaect by Gary whaD he wrotet 

•It ·(Bombay ntslon) ~Ches Mal'lf to Thana, a towM wtawe lllal'lf 

e1Ut etutts end ral'e ~ora ll!ld cabiu<ta -ant aette• J an4 

oa ita bP.J.ftk atand.a a place celled •caut.an Blum4yt (ttalr•• 

Bhlwan41) Where all tbt o<.ll!mlo<l1't1ea ot Hyactoaetan, Deccen, 

and Goaloon4a may be 'brought d.mm more tacllly .aftd. att 

, t.-r lesser chars• tbm to S\trratt or Cellbay,. so &•bay 

111pt be very prot:1tet.1e 1:o Bia MG3esty, tt he wwe to 

appotnt some perscma to manage the ~tc:IU hOuse eo 
are well acqu81nte4 \flth the oountl7* .• 19 fbe otb_. 

Buropee wacU•as ui th$ reslcm were also tnterea'tacl a 
trade ot KOftkan. Ill a letter of 1669, O•alct Auq1ett 

lctorma the companr of the J)reae•• ot two french ah.tpa 
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Which were sotna to ae,a._..eo 

Rep1ar ocmmerclel relat:S.cme atarte4 '-tveea 

BOilbay· eD4 other ltonkan porte cturiq tb1e period fl1'l4 .ablpa 

were Wln&lDI timber ~. Jua•.t.h 8114 prcwialona traa otb.r 

plaoea. t'be Mqbal Go'ver.rlor of ttelYan. Abclullah Kbaa wae 

approached to enter iftto an qrHaent Witl\ •• Bqliah to 

procure Deccan pod.a traD Bcmbay.81 T.ber• wu Well attept 

bJ 'Ule Bomba)t taotor• 'tO open -..a.se with Aurarssaltad who 

eat fU.cbarcl Actems eM. a 'broker, Ranprt Sbenvi 'to .f\1ftl'Jer 

'to ·Obtatrl paaaea tor tbe safe converece of tbe 1004• 'tbV 

took \d.'tb ths tbrCNSh Sb1ft4i.• a and the M\llha1 umle •• 82 

The 80od8 carr1ecl bY ·them tn•1ut$e4 • ~ioe4 perpetuaJ\cee 

ado~ cloth, ee well aa 1ea4 D4 Sroa, Whlcb lt vaa 

boped to aell tor ceah or barter tO'r ·ttm'ber, or otheJ> 

mercban1U.ae tleed.ecl 1ft Bam'baf' •1' Pryer: also vial ted Jurmer, 

80 £1UEI Bect&xd (1~71), VOlt 4, P• 291• 

•Hen are. aow 1 Prentb •tpa the one or 600 bUt· u. 
other ot 300 t.una .... ••. tbeLr. so ode tor Surop• coutat 
ot clotbt Dna•• SntU.••t cotton ram••••and in the 
way take 1a pepper entt . be1r DrJed tl•ht • 

81 1.11 ( 1668-69), PP• 65, TJ-?4, 

82 81 (1670.?1), vol. I, p, 106. 

e'·lW· 

. 
'· 



I 56 t 

apparently to treat the elllns wife ot 1:be Oovemor, 

MukhUe Khan, but with the intent1oa to explore the 

poss1b111Uea ot trade, end a broker, Runchuncl (Rem Chand) 

started some trade 1n the res.t.on tor Banbay. 84 B01abay 

vesse1e wre carryi.Dg eargoes of merchants and maklna 

tre1Sht wyagee to caml.r. Da,bhol and R~epur. 8' The 

fracb were also resuiarlY tre41ns ill the resioft end the 

letters record. the capture ot a rlcb Frefteb ehlpa 'bV the 

Malaber:la. 86 ln rettlt'tl 'they brought pepper and otber 

Comtti041Ues trom these areas. Tbe trade in Bombay I'Oe• 

4urJ.ns tbla period and. by September 1675, when AUft8,1er 

lett Bombay,, be bed increased the revenue by about 6'7,eoo 
x.araftns or over £ 5,000. 8? Bombay merchants w•r• 
encouraged by him to ta-ade with a~acerrt ports and Mokba 

ln .ana11 vessel.e leden w1 tb. broa4cloth, load., lrcm guns, 

coco-nuts, coir and rtoe. 88 He even JWDse1f participated 

in. these ventueea, and pve bottomry lOaftl to •erchants. S9 

~------------------------~------------------~-
84 lW•t P•. 1J1 •. 

99 ~·• P• 1041 Involved in tbia trade we bear of 
name of such ships as •Ketch' • 'Malabar Coaster•, 
1Mayboem' , etc. 

86 Eft:=• B.tPca.Yfd' ( 1611•7')t vol. 5, P• 4J •they bave 
111 o taken • rench 'Holgh laden w1tb Treasure and 
goods for R a~epore and a ·Dutch J ounke bmmd trora 
Cocbin to Surratt •••• • 

81 lW• • Xeratin was the trtan4ard Ooan a1lver coin, and. 
roUghly equal to R!. 1i-. 

se J£1 (167o-77>. P• 151. 

89 Did· 
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!be wecte In .Bbmbay, however, wae s't111 in a dovelopift& 

staae. DJ.ttlcul tles facect by 'the merchants were many ovlns 

to the tact that the leland was wl!lera'ble to tbe competing 

force& around lt. 'lbe 8141 ot J ~ua,· the Marat.haa under 
i 1;: ; 

Sham~!, the Dutch. en4 the Portuguese• al\ posed darlgera 

to lts security and commerclel viol:d.U't¥.90 Neverthe1eae 

towards the close of our ,per104 l ts commerce had risen 

cons1d.erab1J' an4 lt was ccms1dere4 very veluable tor the 
' : 

BnslJ.sb East lraUa COl'Opal'lf' a interests .in the Ee.atem Seas. 

'tft January 1684 Ke.t.ptn estimated the population of Bombay 

at 100,000 ,a cons14era'ble Sllvance en Fryezd a eatimste of 

6o;OOO 1ft 1615·91 Its tratte, however, 4eoUne4 durJ.ns 

1678-81 and. mat1ufacture ot calllcoes tor the company was 

dlscontiftued 1ft 1681.92 But there vas egalt\ revival ot 

tl'ade after 1684. In. Fe~ 1687 tbe EflllJ.eh Beet lndia 

Company issued orders to ·the •ceneral ad Council of XM1e' • 

to load t41 ships so!ns homeward at Bombay end not tra:n 

SvaUy Marifte. 9J -rrade waa picking up mire from now onwards 

end the tor,elsn rnercbeats were encouraged to tlock there. 

90 Em>c~ Bcce£xl4 (16sJ-SB) • vo1. 11, PP• 1•2· 

91 ill (1618-s4) 1 vol. 4 (New Series )1 Sombay. Sur.at 
and Malabar Coeat, eel. c. FS\fCett• oxford., 1954, 
P• xxri.. 

92 l!IU• 
9' !!BREI. Bec!&ld ( 1665-98), vol. 11, PP• 39-40. 
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fbe Buropea t~eroha:te operatS.Da J.a our n11oa 

"*" oouoioua ot the teet that tiler ·COMtltute« .ancs traded 

.sa OJdr e trapent ot the eoonoe1o aooa PI"'dUe4 lD lftdle. 

Ro 40ubtt tbe Kcmkaft W e ftOUFlebiftc toftlSD Wad. "'* tb• 

e._ptlcm aeeda ot • ftat population tlbloh aoatlr Uvtd :1D 

'Villas ........ aueb larser. !'bough ev14eftc• tor tbia type 

ot aeeraUzati.Oft aN ll0peless1r •aro•• we oa have • 

... S4tta ... to .lta magrd.tu4ea. 'fhe l.ftllmd trade areatly 

coatrllllte4 Aft llriftalea ecmaod1\iee tor tbe oonS\Bptloa o~ 

1oca1 1:1urwa u we11 u COfta\DeN 1ft 4ls'-t market•• Part 
ot thb trade na ~ .._Sh eoeatal reatou, tm4 part 

tbrO'qb 1r.4aa4 wateNQJ8 end. a-oa4 routes. fM aeo~ 

DaWN of the D•ca ·414 DOt ta..-our tft4e tbrouah iftlaad. 

.rlwra trul bac• cns~try tnd• [~·to ~~~~C~,F!~.1t£; 

depecte4 on over1aft4 f'OU.tea. 

fhe ooll.cttoa of reYeJrU ie outl tentled ·to 

PI'OIIote a clo:e• lldt ot ttte COUD't17d4e wltb urbaft arua. 

fhe latter· ctepeadecl oa ftllese• ft.Ot oalV for tbelr prlaul'1 

need• • tooct, bU'• u haa bee •8'*1 UJ"Uer, tor • ..,. 

ot tbelr OOD.-pttcm. raca.\dnmmta ot •amJtectured. loodl• 

OuJt aouroe1 give • olftl' cut pictura ot market• tor auch 

cCDmOUUes m all placa cloa to e -=all Y111a&•• It vaa 

but ftatUN1 tbet D.cee which wae the o•tr• ot ••1 a 
r01a1 ,.,.,... VOU14 attract lntv•locel and irlter-reponal 

trade. Orinstoa. Prfer ea4 llaftJ otbere ute tbt •blmdant 
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.auppir ot ccamodlt1ee .fa tile bazaars ot ~·•'· fhe 

a•• pattem 'WU vla1'b1e 1ft the port tOWJll G1'14 Ylllqea 

ot the Konkaa anct the Wutem Deooaa. J)ur1q tbe laU 

eevtmtaetb .oeaturr whe Goa ao 1onaw ba4 tu ••• PN

ealfteJtoe, lt Rill bad a rich bua.ar ~ •lavea uae4 to 

aell a w14e reaae of commodities on bellalt ot tbe.il' uatera. 94 

the Jldl amt tbe MIMI were tbe rei'J].ar ecoaomlo t••tur-•• 
when •eqW.remtmta ol the ..t.11qee Wl"e Mtllled. • •• 

beals ot regional epeoJ.aUaat1oa. R.n materiel tor tatll• 

rrumufeeture J.n the towaa Q vtll •• dytatutf., like ablr 

came traa tbe rural .... 

the . avaUe1JWty ol provialou ner)'Whare ia • 

case 1ft point. the ti'B¥tUwa or ev• the o«raYana ot 

p11#Ju 41.4 l'Ot need to O&l'Tf t~ or other caaa04ltl•• 

ot cSeJ.lr ·neceaa1<t1es w.ltl'l them, tor tbey were eaallJ 

procwable everJWhere.• Durlfta tlM 16JOa tatn• had 

alttoted eu,arat ad tht Westem Deccan ea4 crop had. tal.led 

1l'l the areu 8J'OUR4 BW'bapur. But Mundy wae evptt•t4 to 

tlad the aarket p1et1M1y etored witb all prov1alona 

auppUed. trOll 41ataa' placea.96 RJ.oe..,.. !~~ported. to 

thea• Nglona ne trta Bettpl, while G~arat received 
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some nee trcm tb• Deccan. Goa. aetl~ 'lb.a beat qualltJ 

m.ansoea to the Delb1118ritet,91 SQSar, the trad1tlona1 

export ot Bepl, wu U&ported in~o the wut.-a Deccan. 

! f!her-e·wqe also· trade ot tlu.tter, o11 et'ld ealt on inter• . ' 

local basta. Trade 1ft fooclP'fliDa clearly eat.abliab.ea tbat 
'! ~ ' ' • 

there ,.,. eurp1ua I4'Kl oftctt ...... and eelt•au.ttf..c1encr 
; i ' 

waa not utU.tonn. That then wu flo sharp upward fluctuaUon 

of prices ia aurpJ.u• areas due to •aporta, ebowa that ai8f'ket 

!nt&srattoa bad not yet reaebed a h18b level. 

S1ml1arlr th«re. we iftled Ve4e of texttl••• 

the lb&a .end red .w11 Pf\OdUOed et a~.vere aat •• 

le:r as Beqa1.98 We lrafJw tht the .oottcm atutte t>elDa 

pstoduced and. muJtetd 1tl t:be Deccea eerae ill ... _., range. 

Tu coarsest qua11tr clottl was also producect ertd euat 

have hera ao14 aot wr to the urban at rural poor a1e0. 

tht.e natura11r pre•uppoao a trade in low cplal1 tr text11ea 

tor the cODaUmptlon ot OOUD.trrst.d•· 

'lhua there wae aeecl an4 p.-nalece ot .cOftcaic 

excbaftP froa villase to town and vice veJ'Ra •• wall .. 

from rq1on to region. However • 4ur.f.Ds the aed1eva1 t111ea, 
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the eoat ot road. w~etlcm wae Qd.te bisb aD4 tbe 

ruged. ~· ot Deecen• ·aot bel:na V., ta'f'OUra'ble tor 
wheeled trat.tJ.c• it ba4 to depend oa paok-aillele 'to a 

ge.-t meat. ·th• apatW teatQI'ea of prodv0t1on o.atna 

ae4 ae,.. o~ •emapol't .Uueet a leaa Unloped ialCld 

trade compere« to 0~.-at • •oat Of Hortb Xftdle, 

In the lonkeft amall scale trede oo-•xlatect wJ.tb 

large atale commeniel er;terpri.aet. Tbe market ot Konka 

Uhlbited the ••• deSNt ot llltt.l>t.Utr Wblcb waa e. 
hallmark of the pr~ markets .,,.,..,._... '-'ll• 

41tterenca in priou 4\le. to resioncd Yai"J.d1ona tao1U'tatt4 
' 

tract• ·• the •••1• ot • oaap.,.tlve ooata' • the aipilioeace 
ot ~ market ley 1a the 4efift1.t. favourable position ot the 

at11ft'e• tb.e bu.rere bed to eJtplore tha maricets, tho 

no•u.on o•atree. u4 to UX· "P prioea antS apeo1t1c•tJ.ona 

eocorcUilg to tbelr r~ement.••, Xt ws aot the Jnd1a 
,. 

ert18PS or the maroheata' probla to t.t.nd out bufU'I ot 

their SOOds who vert aoatten4 1ft apace. '.rbouab •• ftDd 

the lfld&e prOducer and the inte~edJ.aJ7 olua weloomiDs 

the tonipera but 110Nallr 1 t w•r• tbey Who were 8,PPJ'Oaebe4 

bl 'the latter enct not tbe Ylc• ve~aa. 

flta favow-&ble aature of tbe aeller' a market, 

appeerect d11adY81ltqeo\la to the Europe.,. tra41q on the 
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ltOilkea coast who trequentlr complaia esalaat aonopoly, 99 

reatr1oUou on thellt 1rate tmd utorttoa tbrousb blab · · 

customs 4\l.tlea, · brJ.bea etc. 100 The tU.t~e~en't •tructurd 
features. of ·the Kcmlttm ecOftaly fi'ora that ot· Europe• 

aotw1t.beten4lq, 'tbeae OOI!ll>lal.aa appear Su,ern.uoua. After 

all U. Europeaus tbemaelve• repr.eaeatect reepecun 

llOMP011ee ot their raatiOftS 1ft thelr OWft lltlrkets and. now 

wanted Uae ••• prl"fllese itt. llldlaa wate:ra.101 lt waa tbta 

tendeMF that they tr1e4 to bypess the· lldiaft ml441•• 

DOl1l the QODifJI"01al •tNctur•• it wu not Vithia tbe1P 

meeas to do so, tur ooul4 raal.t.ae oa1.J atte:r repeated. 

experiences. '!he laatatt.ona 1ft ccm.t~ aovc•• j 

ot tnOJUJPOU.stJ.c trenda Joannot be taken eer1~1y •.t.nce &t 

was a common feature 1ft me41eva1 mars. ttme Burop•• Eve 1D 

Ift<lia the Ensl1sh East lJKU.a Companr resented anr private 

'tr'aat.q by its .agents or &J'OU,$ auoh u tbe t Int.rlopera1 • 

101 



'ibere are •rlee ot httera ooa4..,ifts privat• tracltDa ltJ 
BagUo mercballte aa 1t cut J.nto tho ocapany• • prot1<t.102 

MoNO..-, tbe lll41ea ru;rllota __.. en adveMe over ta• 1ft 

~he amse that here theN vas a'baence ot euch aonopoU.tic 
. . 

tratU.rc oompalliea u we ftad ~~ oon,aponrp Burope. The 

1nct1vldual Buropeaa tJtatter c®ld Ce.ft'f Gat b1e trade uaderteJd.ns•l 

with almost the sae 1..-el ot treed.ora d4 .aeS\ll'anoe vbleb 

were available to e meroheat et tbe ltorakaa coast. Ia 

~recti~ they were rather encouraged. to pureue trade d 

tec!litlea were gtven to tba 'io open. ltte'tor1es in. ple.oea 

llke R~ep~., :Oabhol and Ve~la. fbaU' J.titeresta wre 

tnreatene4 only wtJtn. tbey cae into c.\l.nct eontlict vlth 

the ottlo1ale ·ot a PO%-t c1t.v 'or whea 'they irlled e011e 

1ntlu.edJ.al noble ot the ~edoa· 

There le too IIUOb epltaaie. on the so-oa11e4 

bribes, stva ttarousb. slfta Ca&MMJl) ot luxury 8004•• 
te tbe Hu,b81 u.tstoen.cy ~or ·the port oftictela fre 

time to ume ·to aeek ~ cono•saJ.ou.10J fbla we 
tl\lftk1 wtNld be lnolv.ftd 1ft the ovenll cost ot their 

iueatmcmte 1ft tra«e tr. which tbey ttwtved so •ueh 

profit. Ccmtrary to tu.Ueationa ot loaaa 4ue to mort1cm 

102 hiE flpcoJ.rad ( 1661-64) • vol. 1, P• 18. 

105 
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Gft4 reat.-1cUObet tlle trade _.., the na.onable profit 

aar~~rt otbftftd.ae tber W0\114 not Jtave pureuecl trade wltb 

.web • tar off plec•• ta teet theN seema to be a oone1atent 

a~ on tbt pert Of tile Bu.rope8Q to enlarge tb•J.r prots.t 

tbroUab thew nperlor aafti power. fbe trequat oeptureo 104 

ot lrtdlaa •enhaa' wssele or keep.lfts the aa ram••• 1n the 

oeme ot attetd.Ds resre-.a _, only • att.-pt to force the 

latU.ea ~'ta iato nlJJD& oa their protecttcm 84 berlct 

to par t. it. 1" fb• JMUtu'tloa ot aeUifts protecucm 

to tbe ID41a ebippera, teraed, re41atn.bu.t.lve ente.-,r1u• 

Jtu. rts"lr bee polated wt to be the reault ot tbe 

..,...~..,... tb&t • prottu trca M"ffecl trad.!Da were Maher 

tbea 1ft the case of peacefUl c01\'a\eroe1 • 106 

'1M demaad end avpply ot eoune1101a1 coou wu 

aoma111 •atDtatnecl kl the Kcmkao markets. DurlD& the 

aoat part ot •• aev~ ceatu17 (trGm 162o upto 16&>) 

thee we a rlalq danall4 ot IDdJ.a S004e aft4 ~t~pply was 
matched wltb th1a. rhe aarkete of the ltoftka were df'l81dc 

104 Jr1 ( 16,1-54) t P• 1•J1 C 16116•50), PP• 506t 316. 

105 
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au4 reapcm4e4 to. extemal tac'tor• ot IUPPlf• A abortese 
or a s1vt lD oae marilet could. be telt Ia other recicma aa 

· ••11 Wblcb causbt ~· ~t ....... ,,107 At~•r 1fi&Oa, , 

however .• there vea a alump lD pro4uoua end IUPP1J' dUe 

t6 Mara-. d.•pradatlona an4 Deco• .... • naultina fa 

eca!'Oe market oondlttou.108 t••• ...-. e perp•tw 

pr-~lem at Bombaf eapecla11y, Wblab ntardecl ita develo.r-e~ 

u a ltlll•fled.Sed oomanercial oatre. trade waa alao 
hampered eoae~ltnea br ·polltloel ccm41Ucme, the •varice 

ot ~t ottlclda, or na:turel oalallttea lUte ta&l'l•· 

T!le BtlgUsh laotorr at R83apur waa eva wJ.thven Ia the 

1670. due to tile ~ vau'ble• faced bY the Sngliab 

factors ·though lt was reeatabUab~ after a few 1••• OD 

the treab pom1se ot &004 treataent bJ Sblft3l' a •••109 

108 

109 
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The rabeWon of Prince Huasaea, sovara.~ ot Auraap'bad 

4•1as tbe 1610• · tunher d.lelocated tztade u ttt• MUJbal 

:torcea to11owed the rebel deep 1ft the Deccan, The 

situation 1• referred to .ift a letter by Prea1da't A\mlier 

wberelrl he expecta no nv1va1 of trade Uftlesa vera .1ft 

Deccan ccm• to an en4.110 But Dormally •• econ•r rmvect 

taet :attftr the ravages ot war were over. 

The etJove llii'Y&f ot tradiris pattern eusaeata that 

the COIIJitlerGlal "'tYlUes of the India mercbata 1rl Konkall 

clu.rlfts the seventeenth oenturr caamot be catesorlaed under 

vaa Leur' a obaraoterhatlon of • pod«ltq trade• • ae 

elabo~ated. bJ l'U.•la s~aar4.111 fhe excap1e ot a tn 

merchants penetratS.Da u tar as the pro<tuette centr••• 

only ~Ugeeta a class ot eercllenta vhO Wl"e bvolved. l.rl 

araa11 tresactlona w at best e .cleea ot wokef'a• But 

there mated alons with tb&a 1a !adlan cQaetal •owa• 
•erchaate ot considerable wealth who were not directly 

concemtt\ with tbe produeera and whO owned lara• ehJ.pa. 

In teru ot thelr oapl'tal and the acm.ey lrlvested b7 tb• 

ill ccamercial vent~ea, they can be CGilP•ed tavourablJ' 

witb tb.e blshest N11l ot lleJ'Chant• ot the aevertteentb 

110 .IJald•, PP• 203-4 

111 
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oeDturV Burop•• Hence •• ca eee that 1ft aplte ot 

uneertat.a ~De~ttet coa41t1ou 'there """ wrr war portl 

eRd manet1 wltb larg.-acale ae weU as .eaU tra4tq. 
' 

Xt baa rtptly betm poiated.out 111 'the or1t1cle ot tM 
c • ~ • 

~beory ot 41vera1tV of .bt.U.aa markets tbe.t •tnd~U4dee 
1 • ' • 

Of ecoa.lo 1ast1tutlOM between Wad~ Otftt1'•1 d.Oea llO't 

necesaeJ'11y polat to oc:.plet~ market ~, •• 1~2 Ot!tvwiae, 

we oeanot explain. varlllttO.. Ia price due to eupp1f fectora, 

Dd the Wl'f •xl•tence et ;tl"adt ltaelt. Oa th• otber batld . . . ' 

thtre vae tendtftCY et prlce tluotuattoa ttetemlaed. bJ' 
apply erd. delllaftd ooft41tlcma bl. tb• ll\81'tleta1 11tiked with 

eacb other, whloh tooUltatett tfta.11' 

Duriq the •eveatea:th o-.tury, tbe 4•8114 tor 
.Buropeen~ soo«• waa ,~ely l.JJalte4 in ita .n.ature aDd 

acope. Ha.ce the pattern ot vade wq fa¥0\.U"abltt ·to tlUt . . 
tftdlaa mercllaate ot the naion la the •as• that they sot 
rea4f u$ft:ot tor the pods Ule1 dealt with Wbll• the 1uxul7 
lt~s bz'<Nsb,t by the Bur·opeau were us.S by a 1S..1t.4 

Dumber ct people tl'oua the ar1etocracr. !be onlY oboic• of 

112 

11) 
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B\D'opeaD J~Wehdt• tor ·the aobeftp ot JftC.UD aoo4a WI 

to brl.al tu1Ucm ill tbt to.na of aoltt eD4 .Uwr. ~be onr

Whe~Sftl t.a~n•aaia ooaveyecl tbroup ooatapoJtarJ aourc•• 
lncltUU.ftl tacto11' reo_.. la -. of lftdla u e • dUapift& 

p0Uft4t tor Beopea sold ad. •lJ.wr. tb• BaropWidl U'ade 

· oa the KOftkall ooa•t wu lerplr f1Uft014 b7 u. ao14 _. 

tS.lver 'Woqht froaa tbt Spet.ab Aatrlcea colonie• aract 

J a;pauae mta••· •• llld coutent urse em, tbe part ot tbe 

BDIU* lectors. aaldq tbt coapar to aed aOD., on alpa 

cOIIlftl ftooa Jl_., 114 ad their coepldl\tl about tb• fla

aallaltlll'f ot ~ BftCllab &00U at NUOU'bl• price•• 11' 

fbe •aoitv or SOMJ' ,.. perpetual p.-o~l• tor the 

BUI'OPUU ao aucb eo tbat they ware bilb1Y J.D4a'bte4 to the 

!ftdleft aerobante 8ft4 -*•• tbrouahout -.. pon tOWDe •. 116 

tut.r l.atebte4Uee efllldS.ea 1e4a4 . ._ in trouble Wile 

their oretilt111,-aJ belq 1ow1 ao money wu turtb• adftncad 

111 t1se taeroharlt•· 111 Ia 16fi6 tMJ were atat1oud at 

R_,apw to be • Sade'btld ber• 10~;120 pap!aa ar•a't .. 

8ft4 •vbl-cb deep1r eatetWt.118 ao the nluo-.ce ot the 

114 £es.n BIU&!!Il (1668-69), vol. J, P• 111. 

111 lN4 (1675-71). vol. 6, P• 1J4i (1675-80), •ol. 1, 
PP• eo, 94• 

116 m. < 1642-45), P• a • 
117 .m ( 1642·4') , P• 25'1 111 ( 16116-50)··· '. p. J91 . •BeJ.rc run 

"iiteply oa orecU.t: eftd acitJWtl -.pp•eifta toweu the 
dla~ements. ot ,our ct•M• ot ".our ,._.. co~ttJ.Jluaftu 
at 1» per oeat per ~Dm• mteeat •••• a 

118 m. ( 1646-50). pp. 48. 284. 
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Ind.iaft ... k•t• 'to • ..,,_.. -. B\U'opelft gooda oreawd. tha; 

pl!'oltelme ot CO&Iaenlf.\1 ~taeDt •• the to:rtiSftt•• ,ID 

the ne:tlve tl'a41na pa~. S.iace tbq C0\114 aot affect 
' . 

aor cba'ap 1ft tbe pattem ot d.emead. J.tatU, the luropun 

tradltl8 o<ap81l1aa tr1t4 to come to wnsa Witll Ute nlaUna 
elwauoa ad ._. • part ot 1t.1 

In apite ot 1te Umtte4 aatu:re •• do ••' s1JapMa 
' 

ot typea .of ao~ sought bf the BnslJ.eb taotora trOll tileS.. 

coapaav u ·be IS014 a !ll41a. Yh• oor.ocU:Uea aake4 tor ill 

the t.avo.toea of the But trutia Company ot th• 1••• 1669 

were ooppep (Re.21 ,... MUDd.) 1 • ao or e.ooo tnatmcla', 

•lephant t.eth ' 1500 or 2000 mau.mJ.e' • aold. at aa.11i pc

ll&tlll4• t •ot fln 10,000 ..-mel (DO •ore ill blrnla but Ia 

aa11 piaa) • • wlll aeJ.l ita, surat at 12 or 13 "P••• par 

ae'IDl' • 119 They a1eo Jmponef. AJwla• of 1000 ·Or 1300 aat&Dd, 

a.t B rupees p~ maua4.110 Cbalok ail,_. mad 'faN111lon WIN 

119 

120 
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U1 demand 111 lt'ldla but due to the parilc1patloa of t.._ 
Portopeae the Dutob e4 ·'tJla rnnob 1ft 'tb1e v.U, tbe 

prices wre low. It cou14 .still bt ao14 at the nte of 

Re.s' P.. 118Uft4.121 Coral and l.U were other laport• mtc> 

ln4la. la 1689, 25 obeataof coral wen orc~•r•ct, witb 

spec1ticat1ona ot .. .,. .. ft'rieU••· 122 ln tba ••• year 

a. order tor •10 or 15,000 aaun4' of lead waa placed v11:b 

the c~any w1tb 1be assurance ot atlltft!. lt at tbe rat• 

ot •12 rupeea, ·the 40Ubl• llaUIId' •12' ~-- ••• atteept on 

the pfd"\ ot hr.opean tradlD& c011pmJ.ee to· pop\llutlae tbell' 

•coarse clotb• 12t. .and wooleft sooda. 1ft BQn'bay and other placea 

. but tbef moatly -tatJ.•«. ar.d the demand. J).e'V8' roe• to ..,.., 

aJ.gatftcent l•v•l to alter the pa'tt•m of 'Qtadt dViDI 

121 .l.b14.., 0 Laat ,.ear lt t»r• • .... at. pri.ce, but the fliaft.-t 
1iitii'"" ibl.ft ainoe sld'ted end w1 tb peat quanti tt•• 
~t th1e r•• tNm Llebon above 200 oheata vhS.cb batb 
abate4 the pr.toe 'Wrf aueh m4 theJ.r ebipa do• 
rearlr arrlve we cannot exp•ct tbe aarket w111 rl•••• .• 

12J '*• 
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our perlo4.125 Ae late • ·16?9-80 the Bfllliah qn:ta 

at Bombay were askirls tbe Coapaay not to Hftcl Eftgllah SOoda 
wich were not veftdlble but oaly bulllora. !her'• w,ve 

ocoa•iona wbea ea11 artiCles aeneraUy ca11•4 • r.r1'tte .. 

ill .c:nar sources, ,and Europe• pme were •old to tht Mb1ea 

or ot:t1c1ala oa .the eoattal areaa wt tbetr Cl\16nt1 ty wu 

hopelessly 1Da4equate, anc1 thle een Jleltdly be lnclw:led' 

ill the .liat ot ·import ~t1ea. 

Ia a rece~ eWdJ 011 surat,126 1t Nia ben potntecS 

out tb.at 1ft ap.1te ot Suropea' a part1c1patlon 1D trade ot 

lft41a waters, there wu llOt 'fiNCh a4veraa effect on the 

tnctian mvoha'ftta \teca.wae tllere wu a sMl' Ja tht natura of 

trut. lt 18 ausa•.-t•d that efter the 1~ aDd. 4urinl the 

ae11en.teeath catu.-, the llldla mercbenta ar.tuelly ltaa0tle4 

their conoenvat1oa em. the ap1oe 1•1aftdet thua 11 Ylq up 

aploe tred:e ft'om. Soutbttaat Asle.. they ccmccmtreted oa tha 

elQ>on of Indian aooels tot!'* west, of Am, i.e. tb• Ra4 

125 

126 
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Sea. The ete.ple tndla!l upon 4v11'1S tba awmteeth 

otmtury• u we bO"tt wu cotton textllea. Wltb •n~ 

evlt,lence Ja the roc01'4a ·Of our period 8f14 with· the tact· · -..t parte ot. the KOftkem and western Decc• w•r• •a3or 

protucer ot cer.teSa (l'U11t1ea of textllea, cme oet1 r•ucmably 

:later tltet e aomewbe,t ~tical ebttt bad OCCUlTed 1ft the 

trafe ot the IDftaJ'l llezochantS beN alao. ftle aeveteentll 

century vu tile cli.malt ot excellence that the IIUllaa 

arttuue bact ~ohievea 1ft the qu.a11ty ·• tJ.Ma••• ot '-xtlle 
pr04ucta. fbla taot csmtDt be tsnorad wtd.le stt.t4r1ftl the 

oca.uoial aepectfl ot Jtcmken economy of the sn•11teeatb 
' . 

cent\87. 'lba leur *'91laa1a J.n the lett~• ot ·. tbe But 

!ndta COIIPeftY 'o ita t"eetcr• ta 8C"nnbey augeata .tbat -., 

wen Yflt7 keen on 4eftlopif$ oottoa textU• tnd.uetrr tbere. 121 

'lh1a aa only a recopit1oa oa their p~ of tb• c~ 

patten ot va«• ••• We p-.104 a4 tbey alao wanted. 

'" reap tile ndaa berltltit ttwousb thew ·wad.e 1ft 

textiles. 128 Already in their lftvoJ.c .. ot 1660• the Board 

ot Dtreetora ot the Compat\J' wer• seD4ifta ott4era tor ~J.tied 

~tles ot textiles, 'Woacl Wll1t• Batte.e, 'Woad 'blu• .,... 

127 2•• 8UI&Zf0 (1664-67), vol. 2,. P• 10Jt vo1. '• 
P• · ·I Vol. 1 PP• 64, 115, 1,0. 

1!8 EEKA Bt&ll:!d ( 1689-91), vol. 12, PP• ao-21. 
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Jl8l"rrW Batte.e • aO'tqUaeea' ·, •Ptaapnea• 8114 •Percollad' 

•ntt ,• aer'INilse c;hlDU' ••• 129 Tb• 4Mel14 tor dJ.ftwant 

ve.rlttS.•• of textiles, rr. a~apur had ,oou14•rab1y 

iftcreue4 4\triq tbe 16TOa ea cme ca •• fl'ca the lnYolcu 

ot the ccmpan, aen~ aunuaUr to ita qenta 1D B•bay.1J0 

In the abaence of ..-t1tat1ve · WonaUc:m 

reaer41.as tbe total ..... ~ ot tradtt 1ft tht.a re11cm, btttOf'e 
·and. after the comiftg ot Evopeau we cemt.ot ce.lculat• Vlth 

· 01 4epee ot oertaJ.m.ty, the verietiona cr ourta11lieat ot 

the penl.clpatioa ot the· lftiU.e.a merobaft.ta ia trade enct 

cO!DilerC• · wl thin the resion. But ccms14U"inJ the taot tbat 

't111 ·the aeventeeatll centuJ-r, tbe B\lrOJM_. at111 cOUU not 

comtm4' tb• aal"keta, anti ha4 to «•Pad. OD. the Ja.put ot · 
bullion 1D e~ctuma• .tor th• IJUI1en commodi:t1••• ne rrt~ 

reuODably •••umei. tbat the po•J.t101l ot tbe 111d1aa aenbanta 

.111 the over•ll coaerc1al au-uoture W rea1ned 110at11 

unebarlpd. Moreover tbe taotc>ra of the tl'diq c•paJd.ea 

themeelvea rea11ee4 that. tn the buar cc:anerclal centrea of 

that period theJ toru4 mr •• ot the varlou. aectiona 

lllvolvtd. 1n trade. While the o011bine4 tnde ot tbe rest• 

129 11!&4•(1664-67)• vol. 2t PP• 68-69. 

130 EIP91J.BIUUI4 (1673-7'), vol •. 6• P• 140.1 
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rea1M4 llsh•• ·tbaJl the aport requlr..ata ot •• 
Ewopea aucbeA'te, tber could no' dlotaw trtrtda 1n tU 

IDat-ket. Nevertheleaa ·tb., attected the patten and 

produot1oa 4em8114t and bJtOuabt in 1 ta wake .ome atru.otuhl 

cb.eagea. file per1o4 wu Ul'ke4 'Dr a .tatau &earcb ·tor 

coaDodltha an« prOduction oeatrea. The SU.opeoa lt.wcl 

to .tapoae atel'ldarctlaaUCJl ot pod• tbroU&b. ample .n4 

casb ad.Vatlcee, vbich ve w111 4tacuaa 1ft a subsequent 

ohapter. Tbe In4ian m~baat not only to11owe4 tb4t 

clumaina patten ot demdd U. ~· end Asia, he wu able 
'· 

to secure rntonable profit to• h1.s 1abour'a. 
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fbt aw ot tbe eeveateent.b centurr wltn•••• 
ttl• oonoetratlon ot a large llUID'bftt ol BuropetU'J. MJ'Iebarlta 

on the -Ko.Dkell coast. R-.ce 8flJ' ewa, ot. 1'M trade and 

OG~eii'Ce ot the.re&lOD bee••• I.DatJJ(nblJ uxect..., wltb 

the •t.uctr ot their .Uvltle1 ia u llUOb u ttter atl.oitd. 

w ia'Mr-acte4 w1th the utl¥e ooaero,l.al •tncture 8ft4 

the lrtdia NNbtmta, fbe tt-.a ha4 acquired. 8 .fair 

depee ot proar,utrl~J durift& tbe aldeeatll oatu17 1ta.U. 

When the PortutP&tse .urtec1 thei1' ••tU••t• 1ft lncU.a 

4urt.q tae elxteeatb oeturr some porta ail 'tbls ooaat vee 

their eerlr accpd.a1Uona. Ooa wee capturea troa the 

• .,.,_, td.qd.oa as earlr u 1510. The Por-tucueae _,oye4 

ocmeldenl>le flte•4• f!lfW u.e eeu U11 •• emt ot tbe 
16th oentut7 1lbcm otbtl' Bwopeeu abo· ~e4 tn. 

·fbWt -. POJ1Naueae were tM tiNt croup ot 

Buope .. ldlO ••te14lebed ••••lvea .Oft the Kcmka oout 
dur1fta the as.at.eatlt ••'WY• 'lher bed their po•••••1cu 
S.a Buaeift, Cllaul and Goa Whlle eve Dabbol and Rtl3apur were 

Dot INe fJ'oe tbeir ~ •• 1 Tbe K.~ ooaat dur1fta 
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tbia pelOCl be4 'b~lak c-.erctel. re1etlOD.t with tb• 

Reel sea2 enct ••rataa auu' r•stoa, 8ft4 ab1p1 ut-a <to 

cl•al"t ffta the KODbll porta le4ea w1 th &004• tor 
Portqa1.,4 'fbla war tile Portuguese ce• J.ato oolllaioa 

wltb the Bmttan•, -. veets.au, u.. Turk~ dd the 

Whole 8N1.JP ot HuaUa llttNhmlt•• lft.volve4 in the ou:rvm. 

tre4e ot Meltime Aa1a, Who were ltl'b&tlflUG~ly toi'Oed to 

aolmowledp the 'pomauue •••aor Wt not w1tbout 

oonstaAt rea1•-tao• eat ooatllota.; 

-.rbe atruo~ of the carryJ.ns 'tract. of the 

repe .....,., .ooaalderal;)le tnaatormatlon dur.S.n• the 

awateetb c•ntvy Wba the JN1:ch, the Bfts111h 8114 tbe 

Preach ala started o1atmlq a aare 1n tb.l• trad•• rraa 
the ~ ot tbt.e ceiltUrJ the Dutch atl4 Bqllab 

eapeclally •ought to establish tra4lfts relat1oat wltb 

Cha\4, De\tlol, R~apur e4 Goat the BDI111h eat.bl11he4 

tbelr taoto~7 at Rqepw, •• Dutch. optud Uta1r at 

V·efti\D'la 1ft 1658, 8lld the French tettlecl ••••l•u at 

R83.,ur. ~heir part1oApat1oa lrl the Kordca trade lla• 

2 li'1 ( 1618•21), P• )2,. 
J Jourdain; z:t· lro~Rf i'lf<NEd''D• e4. w. foster, 

Hakluy•t Sio etJa 90 • P• . •. 

4 ia.J'Msl•, P• 1TJt Delia Valle, a,. SilL tP•·· 22)., 
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'been Uascaaecl eleewt...re. Htre we v11l •• how their 

arrival eflec'h4 'tbe natlv. oouerc•• 1e4 to cutlt.ota 

Ott aleo ttMt aetboda ,atoptt4 by 'th• In 'UM1r o01111.rc1e1 

relat1cma wl.tb 1D4ia. 

jX -the DutOh Gft4 the IDil.S..b o•• to the Batt tor 
epic•• ·tta. P•f'P•tual bostllity bttwa sP.sa ad Ro12an6 

' ' 

waa a .....-ltabl' teature of the pollUu of la~•· •~xttttntb 

8114 ..,..tHDth oeaturr Burope. 'll• ~bltS.on ot ...,_ 

betwee 'tbt Portta&'leM 8ft4 'tbe Du'tch ift Europ• or-.eatt4 
.\. 

problema tor tbe let~· 'Who Me14e4 to fateh -the -rr•. 
thaaelw• froa the ·~ •ast A11a. Rnobiq ~•• 

their o~•tS.v• &ra4uaUJ becae <tht •OflOPoly of liP\~. trade 

trcm Ja• wlth • 8\&batUwr lnttle 'tnM. ifbt Basu\b 
were al.o ocepetlq wltb them frOI'l tbdr 1Mad4.uarter~\t. 
Beta but tbt11' dare w.t sr•at,lr C\li'Ui1e4 due to the\.- . 

•ttecUvt D\ltcb ctmtrol• dt ·the Par !Nten N8101). fh.e 
. ' 

European companies rtalliiK\ tbe !aportence ot llldlaa 

cotton soocta ae the M41\a ot eoon011!e ac1Umc• 1D soutta 

But A1t.a, cmlv u tM? Yltct w1tb tacb otbtr JD eplc• 

traq. 5 ..rhle "WOUld; tbeJ tJlOuCht,. cut 40Wil tbell' .lmtt11aDt 

ot bull ion m the aploe tr.U and elao would be a ore 



o•vatet -ea 'to walt for tbe aMual ahlJ)Plal t.. 
Burope. the iaportanoe ot tra4e wttb tble nSloa ot 

la41.a m lu owa rip't, they tU.eoo....s 100ft att.rwarda, 

emt we t1n4 the ·sasUeb app...,cbl.fts the ltodtaft porta to 

ope trad• from 1618 onwar4a. I It ·wou14 a.,..t th• llOt . 
ottlr to:r their tft4e wlth South Beat Aa1a, l»ut wou14 

alao provlctt ,d1veru Jtl41an S004a :tor Burope :lts•ll. t 

4 tnd.ia he4 Mel a loa& aeeootatie wS.tb toretp 

••rcbanta Oft ita ftl*ioue porta and. bact tb• Suropeefta 

•••• abo wlooeed em tht lonkea oout. But tbe B\li'OPU'ft 

competes were a totally 41tf-.nt Vad1rlg poup 

repreunttq 41tt--.t poUtJ.cal aad . .con•lo iftetitutt.cma 

ad. S.d.e0108f• to •• tM Ia1an ••oa•lc avlnaaat 
aft4 lta ocra.erotal J.utltutlone appnnd uuate and 

uaeuttable tor peaceful Ve41q. Wner att.pted to 

p....-.t. iftto the market end, ·tf:le praductioa cotraa, to 

ccmtro1 -... an4 to teort.OP011ae th• trade on the baaia ot 

tb.t1r euperlor1 tr oa the aea. l!Mlr -..1 alpt wu, 

ot courtM, eona14U'abl• cc.pered. to the ltl41a power• ot 

tbe time tNt the latter coulcl aot be oballeged on the 

laftd. fbla a1tuat1ort.t · naturallr l•d to a ••1ea ot oofttllcta 
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lnv,olv&q lll41a •erobat\ta of the ltOftkaa e'li4 ttt• 

aervata of Burropea OtaPaale•·' + 

} 4fhe ccmtUet tcok ••r toNa. Dt1e to c~ 

vexatlona _oa the ••• tNt· Musttal wthon•te• took •ot1e 
qairlst the Bunpe• t.actoriea 1a ID4leD Port t0Will.8 

the luropte• J'etaliated 'bF attaoklq the lnUa ablpe 

oOftfteoaUas 'thew 10041 D4 ••• 1NmS.rl& Ut• d.OWD. 9 
the European policy ot ulll.fts protection to the ae:tive 

ehlppwa or allowtq 'iDem to ·trade 01111 atteP th• peJOttmt 

ot certafa t .. e, led: .aaetlme• to ....._. or realetance 

l»J tilt latter reaultitt& J.a r.eprlaala .1ft Wblob tbe 

Buropeana aenwally bad 'ttl• upper head. 10 ~~,. al.o too1c 

••course to .,..4 a4'ftl1tUIII• ••• unelMsotiatiou, w1tb 

\be Port e.utboritlel tor oaaoeaelona, taJ.le4 to wine tortb 

tbe 4•elred .111.11 St.....,_ tnm tbe1r NUot ot the rlabt 

1 lf1 < 1618•21), Iatro4unton, xa, 2961 ( 1646•50), 
P• 251·, 284t 288 •. 

· 8 JE1 ( 1646•JO) t 48, PP• 251•92. 

9 En ( 1618•21) , PP• 524-2;, J28t ( 1651_,.) 1 P• 14JI 
Dille Valle, a• ·M'•• P• ?o. 

10 D•11a Valle, P• 221. 

11 11'1 ( 1646-50) , p. )16. 
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to epeo1a1 tre.4tna ocmceus.ona, they oaptu!'e4 the Kordtlln 

3unka ao1D8 tow41'4a tbe Rtd ••• or Peraiaft Oult to toro• 
tbt ~1U.ea to come to tena. 11 filer d14 aot, 

bOWWer, alwaya 8\1Ccee4 lD tbe11' aJa 4\le to th•ir wlnen:ble 

poa1Uon CD the 1an4. Della V•lle o'bHrftd w.ltb 4lupprova1 

the Portupeee ream to 'ViOlence ill thtir 4eallfta With 

· the !IJdlaD aeroJumta, WS.Ch tt• thoqbt, wou14 bt wtrt 

banltul tor thellt !1'ldiea trade. 1J -:k 

~ 'the prectlc• of etorclq tht • GldUII l!de' 

br the P~••• waa followed. by Ute Dutcll and tile 

SqUab alao. 'llle Duteb weeela wer• st•lns I.II!SIIII to 

the ablpa of Daltho1 &OJ.ns to the Red s• aD4 they entorced. 

tbla w1* sreat uven~r.14 Vtt.n •• MQibal Baperore 

Ak'beJt D4 J aballr wn fOl'CH to teke '.aDult' 1asue4 

1>1 the Portusu•••• the aerobeftta of the ttoatcan auat baVa 

normally accepted Ute ·~ •• lt pnvai.led. t'he 

1na1et4mee of the European vactlfta oo.pat.ea to -. the 

coaatal and ovaz-aeaa trade of t~ KODk.a marohante can bt 

eapla1rll4 bf two reaecma. Flra<tly, th• balanc• ot 

laclo-Buropean trU. !:A Wblcb tbe Buropau ba4 to nlJ • 

tbe ~-tton ot aoney ln the tora ot bd.Ucm to ob'tdrl 

·12 JU ( 1618•21) • Intro4uetioa, xa. 

1J Dille Valle, ;-op) Slt•• PP• 212•24. 

14 ill ( 161&-21) , PP• Jalt-25. 
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Ind1en •1CPOJ't soo4a, appeerecS Uad:wmtaseoue to tba. 

Thue the oon ot trade ooulcl be ~ectuce4 b1 clailaiq • 

ahar• m the curr1a8 tNd.e. seooa4ly, INqutnt tbl'eata 

ana reprlaala 11ou1ct Japraae upoa tb• aauve aeJtebafttt 

their'· 'Nlfterab11lty on the ••• an4 tAu WOU14 belp the 

Burop.... atran fa,...abl• OODOeaaS.ou tr. tbe.I.Jt 

ru1en.1J cute often this worked 811CI, ttae oo.pmt.ea 

aobleved thea o'baeou... * 
fbe Portusuete werf the most aotor10\JI tor 

their' • M'MI''' • ror tbellt ~· wea not 01'111 a •ourc• 
' ' 

ot J.fttaae but it aacte poa~ible tbe cU.v..acm of a l•p 

ftl.at of tracte tbroup tb.e Porwgueee controlled porta. 

'lbe aet1ve ships were req:Qire4 to ooU~t the l~aa• 

frOID penlcul.ar po.t.nt• 1lke Goa, Div eft4 0\alt· ot C•baf 
' 

·1ft IfttU.a and Roraua in the PeJ~~etan Gull. l'ktou&heut the 

alxteentb century eJtfi UU tbe be~ ot tbe aevettellth 

·oentury, tM Po~•• c01'1Vo1 of -the Ada tradt •u 
Yery •ttect11iaan4 ablpa Ira. Dabho1. Cbault Goa aM. 

R 83apur were carrrUll • .1111M11' ·• 
16 A.Mtednalar •• 

siva the right to aen4 ·two ehipa lftll.lallr troa Cbaul to Mocha. 



In 161' B~our obtaifte4 ,...,, • lldllll' tor -. ahlpa 

to MtiCC-. BoJr~~ua ell4 other p1aoea to M .-t aauallJ' 

-INa ltl port ot Dabllo1.17 Xa 1815 a tNtltr of trS.edMip 

vu a1Sft04 bttwea 'the Musul . ..,_. • tu Ponusueq 
' 

1ft whleb. ttter elt,Preasetl thttit' 1Nt\aal .. liy to the 

Bq11• and Dutob. 18:- F.- we, .J ehM'AIS.. alao beet the 

r1$ht to tree 'AIUIM• .tor one eblp to be anually aat 
. ·' 

to the R*" Sea. But eocm aft.....,_da tbe a1tua~1on chqet 

very lett act es~.te4 'the. proc•ae of nuJ.oa bJ ·u. Indla 
'' ' 

merotumte ot the Portupeee erst•• In 1619. oa• of the · 

reaeou tor the 4aelino ot Ponusu••• cnanoma •t Honrua 

... atva u decline ot ouatcaa-reftllue trosl Dabhol to b 

twe ot about ,,,000 M'!SIIafl (it fell fltOD 45,000 p.rdaou 

to 1•10,000) • 'lMoause tbe seOd.a olrcnavented Horauz• •19 

tbla vaa 'trUe tor ahipe trcm Coa en4 Cheul •lao. file 

ablpa fttca these pieces uaecl to tllp owr to the P-.lan Cult 
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avo1clift& Konau en4-. Moeae1tr ot paJiq outou theN • 

.,he Portuguese h84 also naUat4 tae loaa due to amtd 

oontUcta an4 ROI'ID$UY avolct.cl naOI'Urla to uat of loroe • . 
'fh.e tall ol HoNU tl.nally WOk• their back. ADotber 

tnt• vhlcll loroed tM Portuau••• to a4opt • aore 
rtatraSM4 policy ·towarU the aative abipplftl vaa the 

arrival ot other Burop.-.. 'lbtf t_,.e4 • alllu.ca _ 

'betwefm the aat.lve ,.,..,.. and the new· BuJopea. uval 
t•cea tUl4 bece wen __.. restralaecl ill eDtoroln& •• 

ocm.trol. 

But a ••n iatereatt.q upect ot th• t.n•tt.ctl.,..•• 

ot the Pwt\lpea•. control wae the pnvalenot ot lutituUonal181d 

oonuptioa 1ft tbebt aclr.dld.stre.ttoa.20 the po•t ot tbe 

c~ ot lonaa or Goa wu ooae14ere4 • ftl7 lucrative 

poet Which vas auot1oJle4 to tbe ll1ahtat blUer. flbe 

KODlten ~M~rehaatt tbUs .artt a va,. to pesa out 'their ablpa ad 

COOU bJ 'b1!'1bt.q tbe Portupeee otticW.. 21 R tvertlleleaa 

tllelr earUer pos1t1• ot tre41q fru1r withOUt auch 



coenlea •wst beve be• a better ont d4 ·tber aprease4 

thtir naentment 1ft ao wcertain 'term•• Wha O'lingtOl\ i 
! 

'ria1te4.1ndla, th. e. PoftlJSt,tea. e power, in the KO'Ilkant wu; 
1ft a decadent atas• 8ft4 except tor coa, they had bee 

aJaoat aapp1eate4 'bJ otl\V Buropnn•• U '-'• tbree -.3or 

Burop•• o•paniea, the Portup.ese, Du!tcb 8114 Bqlllb 

vied with eacb otber to seek conceeaiont on tbe K<mka 

pOJ"U dd. hace •lao ••• lnto colllaion Vl'tb each otber. 

'tbe bitter rlvall'r w.twee the Dutch d £Dalto 11 

eowebonted by tht B1laliab iaotory ncoru. 2' tht Dut.cb 

an1moaltr with the Portuaue•• ••• ao ift~e tbat t~ter 

eva .-t 1hlpe up to llo,_. to help tate Penlana apJnat 

the latter. 24 ttbey blooltaQcl Ooa aany U.ea 111 1603 ad 

~~'• 16J9 to 1642 tm4 banotd. the •~••· ~he 

Portusueet tra4e waa ao auoh 41a1ocete4 'b1 tbeae 'blockad.t• 

that Mtweea 1641•1644 :: _'S aot • alqle OUTaok oou14 

leave Coa tor Poftu8al. 2' !be J?~H tben tried to un 
' 

othett aortbem porta ot C1Ult4, Baaula and. Beaber llut tb1a 

22 0~·~' !ti.llf'oJ: lll:ftl "'*iJ•• 168,9, ..s. H.G. R&WU1'180Dt · a, 1 29t P• 1 • 

25 111 ( 1642•45) , lntroduotloD, Jacll. 

24 D•Ua Vall•• sa. At•• P• 224. 

25 IIIUIDJ-~Og, Jm• ~·, l>• 24. 



en:talled a lot ot ...... e~1ture. A ceant10D ot 

bost111tS.•• betw•• tJtel'cart\J.peee _. th• Dutoh waa 

tollow.t tu ram v•• wbicb was ob;a.-..4 With epp,.mmatoa 
by tM Bftlll~ ••robaJl't .. 16 w 1 tb Goa Jhlpa free to so 
to LllbOil, tilt Dutch e_.Ut1~ w1~ the Bqlteh .. Sa th• 

sal• ot ooral eto., luropeen C004•~ 1ft the KODltan lrtcreued.. 

Also the cltut.amoft wbioh ttl• PoM\lpeH wre earlltr nacty 

1:0 ae11 to the 8ftal18h 4tl4J to the Dutch blockade ••• DOW; 

11o't ava1lab1•• I? llelle1'1r the e11flln8 ot aar•••• 
~•twea.the Bracllsh 8ft4 POJ"tupeee .l'D 163ft •' Ooa wae Jttm. 

Wi'th much appreJleftSlOJl by the liugba1 ottJ.c:lala WhO were 

turthe taatt.sate4 by the D\ttch about 1tl ~UI'lous 

ettecta. 28 . Sbeb J ahen .,_.. oot\tep1e:te4 · ouat1n1 _the 

Bnsllah it the Oui:ol\ •~'·• natty tc- 'teke thtir __ place. the 

Dutch alao set their eswoy, Va ttvl.at, to S!Japur 1ft 

1637 and were aJ,vea a IIDD to Vade Ia the A411 Sbabl 

klt'lgd• and ~o eetabu~· a tao'tory e:t v....-ta.29 

26 111 (1642-4J), Itt.trottucUon, PP• mdil•XXY• 

21 l)if. 

29 ill ( 1634-36) , Introdue'tlon, P• .u.. · 
29 P.M. Josh11 

11f'be Portuau!•• on tlli laSktdl Cout", 
Jll, vol. -.6, part 1, 1968. . . ~ ' ''. 
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~~·be ID8U8h were ~ealoua ot the p~ posl t101l lleld 

by the htob Qro\~Sb their large Sn.vee'tmeats. end their 

ab1Uty to wins ap1oea Ired 'be Moluocu, aJ.lver ~~'• 

J apaD end. ailk from Cblfta. JO their tear, 'that the Dutch 

wou14 · ell4awur to control the towu ot the Kouaa oout 

owlns to the 4eollft1ng mtlwanoe ot the Portuau••••· 

prOJIPted them to setSS. the ceaalOft of Be~~bay troa tbe 

P~e•·-* 

. ~ the BfttJllab,. 4eeplte· thl"eata trcm otber 

Bur4Ptldlt an4 Indian powers,· wen try1n& ·to develop caaero• 

at Bosbay :to make 1't the hUb ot· their trtdins act1v1tlea oa . 
~he weetera ooast of tft41a. fhe taoton ~4ere4 Bcabar 

'to be a 11\lCh Jate1' place aft4 believe4 that • 'tha aoonw 
~ ~ 

tho trade of svat 4ecUttee the •OO'fttW' will 1t rlae at 

Bombav' • ,, there waa a 4eamt to abltt the Presidency to 

Sornbay wt i:t wae det.,..ct leat i.t cboul4 arouse the 

cpp~loD ot the Mugbal a.utbor1tlea at Su.-at. Brl* 

coutal tre.4e started at: B011bay with the porta ot Malabar, 

ltODkaJl. aft4 Svat. Gnat hopea were upnaMt! tor ita 

prospei'0\1G tutve iD tbt letttr• ot tho· tacto..a wltte to 

30 m. ( 16"-4· 1) 1 1Dtro4Uct1on, P.• xlX:I 
1 
( 1655-60) • 

j';!J ( 1642•'+51 • Intl-oduct1on• P• . • 

,, CtRtD BistiUISJ ( 1668.69) t vo1. 3t PP• 168·9· 



• tl1 ., 

th• ocapan,.• lt,.. 1t1e srowlfts ncop!Uoa ot the 

oOMOQ &t BOJDber that 141e oompaay Sa Lcm4on 4ao1d•4 to · 

••« toutt eh1pa or 1erp 10JmaS• cU..Peotly to B•'bar ill 

16?1. 5J fbla 8V\'ed to boost the srow11sl iilport81'l0• ot 

B•'bay Ill th• coamerc&.el tftV'iJ'toameat of aa. period. ,._ 

taetora c01111dere4 tht pen• ot Ra3apur,. Da•ol an4 'the 

aqoSrWsa enae u irl4l.,._ble tor the -.ae of B•baf 

vur• eU aorta of Soodl c0144 be obta~Ncl for Buropa, u 

.also tiler oou14 oorun•e luropeaa o.GI!Illl041Ut•• -/K 

~ .,he bl11al ....-otumte ·tootc all pe.tna to kteP 

trtencn.v teNa vittt Sblvajl en4 ta4eavoure4 to op•a trade 

with KOftkan porta oontroll.e4 by· hill. ftutre are Ull1 

retereacea Wile the t.eton ••• Sh1ft31' a qenta, N•era.21 

Pandit 8ft4 Moro PalltUt1 au tbPOqb tb• Sb1ft31 td.aaeU, 



• sa a 

to atek taYOUlfable 'Urea tor trade. ' 4 t.'boqh tllla wu 
auch tt..ptd'e4 bJ the· \D\Httle4 IRa"- ot 8hl.ft31' • 

poueadcme. Many d.Uf1cultS.•• ere•• in procurJ.na enougb 

cloth, J*PPW, and. other aooda to t111 thtt ebipa tor 

Bnsletut. the EqUah at Bcm'bay also tacect probl•a .,_ . 

the P~ee who qUite ofta prohibl-ecl the eaport of · 

provtalona, timber etc. • ttNa n1am1 tul• pric••• 55 

the Portuauee• tried to o'bstnct the srowt:h ot BqUih 

trecle et BCIIbaJ b1 ltvJJ.as lle&\P1 vault 4U'Ut8 Oft IOOdfl 
t.eken ·tr. Bease!a•· K~a aNl 'fbQD.e · and restriot.t.na the 

. . 

•3Port of t.ltlber 81'14 fOOd provJ.a1ona. to the 1alen4 ot 

BCilbay.l6 fbe 11\&118 !ft. tun\. Chal1tmp4 th• PortuJUtat 

trade iD tobaoco. It ~ 'bettn· a very protltable OOModlty 

tor "the Port\lpeae AaiaUC trade wb1cb wu aupplled. trca 

lraz11 v1a Liaboa. Now the. En&llab wen aelllq lt at 

B•bav. 3'1 the . treQ.Ua. ' po11. t1ca1 taa. . . tabiUty 111 .. · trle Deooan,~ 
an4 ita coastal ueaa duriq 'the laat ~ ot the . . 

J5 F'"VI BISI&.Df ( 16,_?5) • vol. 6, P• 95. 
,, Bl ( 16?o-77). 

'57 'ltotonio R. De Souu, ldiiJtll Gfllt .aa.. .Ab• t P• 2,. 
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aeveatftlltb ceatur,, u w hav• DoUo14 earlier ,tiNa • ., 

H sal4 to have reduced. tile pace ot cc.erc1a1 4eY•lOpMDt 

wblcb id8kt na•• beeu apacte4 of Bc.bQ'. l"t ••--. 
pro'babJA tbat ba4 the Deaoo the~ tS.. bee 1D • ••• 

settled ddt, the Bftallall w~ld haw totallr "' 1:bdrftft 

trc:. sunt en4 eettW at Baabar.JS thua ape41tiq1ta 

rlae u e big cCII.UieroW octre. Revertbeleaa, tbe oeopany 

, 1aeued orclertt Sm. Petmary 168? to load . .U ablp" colD~ 

bCftawl'd at: BC~Jbay iutead. ot SwallJ Milf.t.na. 39 ' Duriftc 

tl)e p.nocl trotll 167,...,, .. the coaottlt.r .oat 1ft 4eaa4 
\ 

' . 
lD SftllaJd wu pepper aa 1e wldttat flul tbe ilwolcta of 

. . 

the CGIPanyt 't!lOuaft ~ alao C~ aom.e re~eot, 

especlallr 1ft tbe 16aoa. 40 r... 1690, c.uooe · aanutecture 

*" Baabay alao He• 8'ftd very s~o4 4\l&UtJ •• bei.JII produce 

w1tll the ad4ed a4vates• ot 1 4tut1N4 ~ a4 twea4tbe'.4~ 

,. •• \?Jret ( =.-e:l&d:O!i,~J· J:• t~=. ~urat) 
p:ropttr tor Bwop•• an made at tlftd 1• th• proguct ot aucb 
plseu wM.ctl are dtuated near to thte 1a1end • 

' ' .D,W. • PP• 39-401 ( 1694-e') • vol. 10, P• 87. 

40 fE~IIf"' (168MB)! Y01. 11. VP• 64-''• 
1 · . g • vol.. 12, P• z. 

41 EI'R£:1 Bac;d!d ( 1fee-90), vol. 12, PP• 20-11. 
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,¥ To eaoour•se trade at Borat»ay d\U*lq th• illltlal 

: JGora ,Japorta .aa4 expOl"te were allowed cuatce•tr.e. .But 

due to ocmstent danger In which it lived, 42 torUt.leeUONJ 

bed to be carried out. and troops matn'Ulned ,wb1ob ata11e4 

a lot ot expen41tur•· A11 ·this led th• EqlS.ah to ratu 

rever.tU• tbrougb aome meau, ad 1ft 1615 order were issued. 

llalns custom• o-a o~ commo41 tl••· Cutoaa on com., 
gam tm4 ttaber wu t.t.D4 u at per ceat end. 1 pw cat 

towSNa the tor!;tltt.eats.cm•, while em sr- aft4 tobacco it 

~~~ e per cent ·p~u ·, per .cent ~...sa lortttloat.toaa. 4' 
I . . 

On holtu tllport tller. 1ta1 llO tax. but once sold, . ft per cat 

-cuat~a wae -to be cturrgett.. :fb.ere wu no ~.,toaa lor tbt 

.b\1114iftl or 11aporte.t1on of ablpa ·ad veasela but they WIN 

to pay 5 per oant plu ·1 Pel' cent towarda fortit1oaUcma 

. ·!t put ·to eale. he 4uty on eaport waa lnied. at 'th• 

rate of .. Jt per cent em ell commo41Uea ~tb tbe ucepticm 

ot •ooconu.ta, odro, tlsh, co~ana, aalt, oablea, Cld ropea, 

onions, copr~t , 44 vhtell ...;. 'to pay 8 PC' cent cuetcu aDd 

42 Th$ tbnat to Sanbay wu not onlf d.ue to tb• hoat111tr {I 
ot tbt Portuguese Wt also tr• th• S141a ot J-.,u-a, 
tb• Marathae and the Kupal. IO'ftl'l'lOJ' of surat. 

4
' ~==·t=:AftfcS' :Pi!'t'. ·==~.tio!O:I :!;Jr•· 

A\ID8ler, the ily. oovemor ot BOIIlbay, date4 26 MU"Cb. 1675. 

41. BY· 
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1 per cet tor tort1tlcatlou. A .,__. ot goods were 

eaepted. from payit'lg eaJtb1ns on their exporta and illports. 

1••• • S014t silver, 'ewela. Aml>er, Greoa•• pz-aoloua stonea, 

pearlea, pnrle aeed, Beaa• atone. mlll'k•• aber' , co~• 

ol cc>pper end TJM ca11ecl 1 coperoona en4 tJI'ifta' • 45 TM 

C orDPMY 1n 1ta letter ot 1676 414 not approv• t.b.• leYJins ot 

ouetom• on ahlp•b¥11.4lns at Dcasba1• Which it tboqbt wou14 

cllacourege tra4e tbere. 46 A reView ot ~toas vaa •• 
' ' ' 

after a few rea~•· M....U.l• the total income at Bcabq 

throup ouatoma 8ft4 tu:ee bad. already lncreaaed. aince 

its ·trauter to the last•Irulta Companv.47 -/:! 
./ 

~ T.he verr nature ot 1n4o-European t~re4a we.a ~ s~' 
that the European mef"C.'lanta hat to depend on the importation 

of cUll money • .a the tom ot wl'11on· or torei,sn cun-enciea. 

This Mtwf'ally created problema for the due to· the tactora 

of tlme em4 apece. Thelnalteb 1n Konkeft, ttN• had to wait 

tor tn• «<UN•l ablpp!na trae Bnalant wblch 414 not .tvara come 

1ft tim• CNatina problau of bur!D3 1a tlul aeaaon' 1 market. 

4' JW• 
46 fiP¢1 8CQIJ.D4 ( 16?~79) t vc1. 'It PP• 18•19. 

47 EUCI 8AGib:d ( 1664-67) t .al. 2, »• 153. 



t 92 I 

·Moreover their inability to buy contracted. aoocla 1ft tiae 

entailed heavy loasea as 'the artlaan t«tded to eell ott 

h1a ps-oducts to other merchanta who were w1111n8 to pay. 

The IMian mas-ket ot the time, however, prov14ecl a aut. table 

remed.y tor this thrOUSh the 1nst1 tuticm. ot moner•lentUng. 

· 1'he Bqllsh treq,ueUtt resorted. to takina loans frcm the 

brokers, merchente ~ eve otf1c1ala. 49 They are aa14 

\o have lltcurre4 the debt ot above 20.000 'pasodaa• 1D 

Raybagb. 49 C•ptatn·Blackmarl wae trJJ.ns to sell hi1 looU 

in ooe Road to clear hie ctuea.'0 At Dabhol their debt 

was u., to the t\ule ot 10, ?20 'pagodaa sreate• 1ft 164?. 51 

Sometimes, they bonowe4 money 1a aUo.1pat1on ot auppUe• 

lrca home end had. to taoe em'banaament 1tl case of 1 ta 

late comins or non•.arft1val. Courteen• • tactora e.t R~apura 

owed large S\UD to the :telu and. were •v.t.rtua11y held 

p,-l.aontrs by· their cr..U.tore' .sa Tb!Dp sometime• came 

to thia pass that the Wbol• atoclt ot a .llbf.p tr-oa Bqland 

48 faa Rece1vtJ ( 1669-11) , vol. 4. PP• 79-&0. 

49 m. (1642•45). p. '2e~ \./' 

50 llliA· 
,, m (1646-,o>, ,. 48, \.--1 

52 EFI ( 1646~50) t P• 39. J 
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wu tekerl 1>1 tb• merch.ellta u ••curlty tor tbe pa,.ent ot 

their 1_... 5J Ia 1646• Wha the •Ruth• errlYed. at 

Re3apur. her po4a tor irlvteiaEmt Ill the natoa "" 
sela.S by Ferrell• • (CO\Jl"teea• • Agent) or«U.tora.'4 Above 

all, after a certeift llaJ.t tb• merobeftta ntwa.d to a.cttance 

loa uatU their previooe ••• were oleeNd. Tb.la low.-.t 

tht orecu.•lutr ot tile S..Uab aerobal\ta bla14ta or••Uns 
probleu of future borrowit'l8• ~be Ra3apw factor in the· 

16601 bad coru11t81lt WJ'MI1t w1tb Surat Couac11 oa tbla 

aeon. fi»F 41-.w blU. on tile. '-'e•14ent art4 Counc11 at 

Surat Wb1ch vaa 101net1Jnea aot hOilOUHd., bJ the latter. 

1~ tbe tactor• iD t~W'ble. t'M R83.,ur taotora 

wwe eo IDU.Cb. .lnceuect tw tne Surat COUlleil tbet tbtJ ..., 

wrote to tu Company dlPectlr, compl.ai.rUftl ot lta retuaal 

to aco.,t tbe1• b111••· cm4 rftq\leatt.ns the Caapaar to ad 

a lhlp ~t tr011 B'ftslaM to R~t3apur• to be re'tUI'IUid aptrl 

Ira. that ploot, aa me ••• of renorq Utelr 
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credit.'' Billa were elao drawn. 1ft the naat ot merobarrta 

ot Bvrat eo•• apata ecMmo•d 1oail to tbe Bnsll.tl at 

Bombat•'" 

TM 4lttl.ou1Uee teced on tbia accoat U'OUH4 

4lacuaeloft ebout tbe posaib111tlea oft~ a11:emattve 
\ 

..... One way to eae• tilt or1e1a ot Nad.f •on.•r ••• ••• 
lrt tdatina coin• ln tU 11lali6 factor£••• Ia 1659, 

' 
Ra~t the Bqlllb taot•• at R83apv 1VoDS11 

ed.Yaoatecl the eetellJJdllent ot a mint ..-. after obtaml'rC 
~ ' 

promtas tr• Ruata z--. the Govemor of tba~ pert ot 
B13epur IU.ag«os,57 He 8\llleated the colaiq of a aJ.lver 

ourreacr the• whleb ·wiU "•ot only be C\lrhat 111 th1a 

k11lgd.<ae• 1a lluylftf, •1UDst P811Dat a receJ.vlna bUt 

clll'ftftt Uk•lee 1ft Shaw J ebella couatr)' IIIOft& the ·~~• 

1ft acbaftse •••• •• the lbl'Otta ot sunt ftft'ltd ocmaldenble 

protlt ~ouab their latsihu ot abltift8, Wllioh R...,t.aatan 
' I 

55 J!l( 1'''*'0) • P• ,a;.. Their pr.Uceaent can,"- aleaMCJ 
ttaJ thta le'ttel' to the Coapany • '••• are now ndu.ct4 to 
that e.We1tJ that none w111. ltiftd ua one pice ot •OJteJI 
~3 lt 1t were DOt tor OD• broker, Vel&Y Ch&U'ftiY · 
(V .... 1 Clla~1J, "" mlsht atU1fe. unlesa we ahoUltl •ell 
)'OUt" plate etc. neceasarlea•. 

56 bR&J:I RfRibd ( 16?1•1') t vo1. 5, P• 81. 

57 BJ.. ( 1655-60) t Pe' 244. 

59 1l!&d• 
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tbolJib,t, Could. be And ~()'If the e(llpRilf• by aln'tlq a 

ooia of the eatne value • that ot Surat NP••· 59 
; 

Xac14ata11y thea• wa-enta d14 not workout 

blrt wer• given eer1out coae1derat!ona latw, :raeultins Ja 

th• eatalll,sbnen:t ot a aiftt, tb1rt•a ve•• lat•r• at 
v 

Bombq. Tile Eaat llldia CQilpay aleo evlftc~ · tnter•at in 

ai!artSDs a miftt at. Bcabay • end. 1ft J.t• letter to the swat 
CO\ll'lOU m P•lmlarr 1670, uked. the • to oona14er of Aeh 

a coyne a ot auoh aorta u will beat suite w1tb tile 

'trattique ~ exchange Gf the country, botb 1ft lllaer eN1 

lesser apacle •••• • 60 Bvea-11 the mint which ••• 

eetabUabe4t ru 1ft profit, end cot~pe.red to the price ot 

tbe aete1•• they clatinl tely tetcbed. tdsher pr•S.ua. la 
' ' 

16751 A\mSiw 11lfome4 tbe COilpar ,.._ Bombay, that _. 

caatln& the tin into ·• ludgrooka• • or 'Tilmr•' it waa sold 
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tor rupeee 25 pe~ ammd. sus-at, •oJt.erse• ot rour •iat 

pd41 •
61 ·It wae eat to CbaUl and Shl"n4l1 a terrltoJ"l•• 

besltt.a lfllat waa apeat ill Bclabay, en4 e Jearlr oal'p ot 
2000 maun4 of t1a waa Uked lor. th., .-pbul&ed tbat 'tbla 

was a better PJ'ice ocmparetS to Sura't or eny other place. 62· 

Ie tu 16Soa t~tere ••••• to w some 41u4ftft.taae 

on ecooant ot the cow mtnte4 at Boe'bq, probably 4ue to 

the tact tbey were not acepte4 on par With the fhilba1 

colnl, All expreaaioa WM &lYe to tbla teel.tns 1ft th• 

CfiDPanr a letter ot 1681 to tht Bombay Council whei'•Sa 

ther expreaaed tbetr eurprlse tbat 'tM Riftt at Borlbay wu 

aot •• profitable u it wu at Fort st. Geors•• 6J Thla 

ther attributed to a tallure oa the pert ot the taotora 
1ft obtaiftlna a ,..,. ~rca ttt• Muabal ~taper.,. • tbat our 

rupeu COJfled at Bombay belns ot equal we1Sbt an« tm.n. .. 
with the rupeea coyud. at surat, ahaU pua ctaTeat m .U 

parte of' hi. a 4omlftloaa tit leaat to-,. aU CCD~041 tl•• bouabt 

ln. b.l.a oountr1 ~~ the ct.apealea ue•• • 64 !be factor• wen 

61 21PE1 BMtbd ( 1611•'B), vol. 5t PI>• 81-88. 

62. !Jd4e 

·6, bMrJ B.IA•bl4 ( 1685-88) t vol. 11, PP• 6o-6Ze· 

.64 JJUe 



' '11 • 

atrlct1y Ol"dwecl to procure • tawurab1e *-• and to 

~t• the caualttr IDd mww~o ftlue. ot •• oolft. 

Ia aptte ot n.uctua~lo:na ill the aaritet .tDS the voubl" 

eDOOUftWPM fr• tl.rae to u.e, De IWlt oa tbt vbole proved 
' 

pntitable iD 4•fraJ.t.us tt.tr Oftnll con ot ~· •to• 

the pertt.olpatloa ot tbe Butopeaa .Ia oa•aroiel 

lite ot the p•riod, was •• ra.ot onlr eipit!oea• Sa '-

ot vo1-., lte ocma~ were aleo ~eat. Tbouab 

we do aot bave QUeatltatiYe data u fi\ICb bUt lt ur be 

eatelr ul\ae4 tt.t the pnnaoe ot a ws• maalter of 

Suropun .tA1J'ers 1'rl • Korakd .merhtt elena w1tb tbe 

otluara, ....... J;Mr .... 1ft ci.eal\4. ·fbe producer• m 
our ••st• stm.enllf auoceaatully oattred to 'tb1a new 

eentt. the B\Q'opeeu t«ed tbeil' trede wltb tbe KODkaa 

protitet.le •• ts evl4eat tr• tbell' oonstent edeP"OUN 

to aecur• tbelr poa&u-. 

•••• 



CHAPTER • XV 



.. 

.CBAPlSI\ IV 

the ooaero.t.el t.atraatructure ot 'the ttcmkea 1fU · 

autalfttcl 1)y a .-..a1.urban Uftlc.aSe becaMe the p•o4uoUCD 

o•wea vere aprea4 ·out both 1a the ·to.ftl aa4 tb• blat•laft4· 

4fbe Yal'loua aoolel fP'OVP8 ill ,...., town~ 8D4 other tradJ.aa 

Cl!1trea wrt aatura11J e&ale4 in ~ c-.trolal 
relat10Niblp, this was tac1Utetd 'bJ the aletence of 

talr1V well-dneloptcl. sftaututlone ot aour•1e41na aD4 

cr..U.t, CUreot 8ll4 tbrOUSb bllia ot exotlaqtt lal!NI'eDC• 8'Dd 

bl-okense. TINa litre •• attempt Will 'be mate to lhOw that. 

the area \IMu atu.sy IIP.PUI'a to be ifttepted td. tbift the 

overe.n eoOROillc nructure of aedi~ India. 

lt baa •ea rial'R1Y Waueci tbat cab DUWI WM 

••11-eatal>Uelle4 sa la41a before a1l4 bJ •• 11th century, 1 

act •• llourlabtcl tbrOUSh tbe ava11ab11ltr ot a •OAI1 

market, Me:robata and OUttra could so Ill tor l•ae-scale 



t •• 

b0ft'01finllft th• market; PNV14e4 by .utttNat ow••• 

ot people tavolvect iD urotmt11• actt.ViUea. Wbilt 4IWil 

tb• richest ••rclwlta aclvaneed 1om .. sawe•t to aaob 

athtr ad to otbere :&ac1u4lt\a tbt Suropeaa •uoballta, 

there •• a olqa ot m«rchanta who apeoW:lst<l 1ft tile 

tuncticm. ot acmey.l~ Tbe .._l:teN ot tbta clu• 

were s.-r.11J d•alpated. •• ~·aiu ad an reterre4 to Ill 

our eOllr'Cea u. all• AlliJ or ••'•· AU. tbt ola•••• 
involved 1ft trade, aercben.ta, pe"t tradera -.« eva tht 

.ueena ~owe4 tMI -. •oaer•lencten. ro• the BJtaUih 
t ' • 

eerchaata tracl1q 1ft KOftkaa, 'tbla provided •· oOJ'rftftl.at . 

way tor timely iftvestaeat• t'ba rate ot iftttNst at 1:M 
' ' 

108ft ~ett to the ~ta 'tllr1e4 .UptlJ tr• OJlt 

place to.,. othere !:t •• 6 to 1 pw .cffftt at Surat Whlle 

h tbe n.ccaft it Ymed fl'• 1 to 16 per cell~ per aontb.2 

!he nolJlet alao a4veaee4 1eau to -. NJ'Cha'ftta.. ftut 

lftllllll taotor• ret• to a proposed. loa ot two J.aldl ot 

..., •• which 11\llbalM'Dle, Bahadur Kbaft ha4 qreecl to pve 

to tM l'rencb at. ,.._ rate ot 1t per ctJlt. J Tile intft'e.t 

rate slwn oa aonth11 bull auqtata tb.et tbt loaa ..,.. 

2 To be p~cl•• th• rn. • He .. or4ed ill 1647 at .R8fbach 
VM 1•1,Jlf'• J. Jr1 ( 1646-JO) t P• 15'-' 

J biCI BUiiXd (1669-71), vol. 4, PP• ?940. 
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aenerellV p.v-. tor •hort pel'lode ClaPere4 to the praoUoe 

ill Burope. the latereat rate app~ ld.Sh to the BDSUah 

•ercb&ata. Who eometlmet 'boi'Towu ve17 lara• .. ,. 4 tb• 

lagUth tactora oOftRalltlF ooaplda to tht c•p•r aboUt 

the blab rate ot .lntenet at Vblcll 'tMJ bad to borrow lD 

Illdla. 5 fble rat•• acoordlq to the t.ctora waa aore tbaft 

4oul)le the rate PHValllfta 1ft Bas1o4. ftler still o•etmrtlJ 

btplee4 tor money trca EftllaM.. 6 the delay, ttt•r uatnect 

FGYertte4 th.- trom soJ.na in. ror tlaely lltYestaumt b. ttte 
; . . ' .. 

•erkot~ It tbe lagll.sh ._... aot etll,e to.pay baok their 

l.oaas m time, thtlr credlltil:t:ty 1\lttend. Oace 'ther 
oompletned froa R83apur that ~ •••t wa• wlllJ.Da to 

lend tb• mcmer enrmore. 1 Cwrtetn• a agents at R~~ 
aleo ~ tree1J at ft~apur aDd. Jtaybap aDCl later 

1'ece4 proltl•s 4ua to aon-clearance ot their dues. !be rate 

4. fiRKI 81r'f'4 (167!i-8Q).' vol. 7t P• 8()1 •.· • •• thJ.a reere us o our stoc\t aball be ~n buluon. tor we 
acccapt it ve.-y PNUdiclall to ue to continue interest 
at eo hlp a rate• • 

5 JD. ( 1646•50) t P• 218. 

6 ~i\\=~~) ~-~~iaai• ~ 1:* .. ::.c;:..• 
tomer compla t tor WBllt ot aoney• en4 4•alre to be 
supplyecl w1 th a P'•ater etock• Wh1oh caaplaint ta 
ccmtrary to our expectations •.••• ' 

1 .m ( 1655-6o) • p. • •. : 
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ot iftteren et their abt waa declared. to'- 15 p.r cat 

per .... 8 Two aenbaata ~•KitohepurbOo• (ltaollh1 Parbhu) 

ancS *Chriataaqu•• (Krtlbtu 'Rayak) wtn or.Utora of SqUab 

merchmta ancs thelr. 4.-4 ta 16'0 at004 at 10•000 JaaodU•' 

Money wae s-eNl.lr a4vence« to th.• aerchanta 

tbrOUSh the eecU.um ot lWJ!4H . or billa ot uchmae. '!he 

IIJl\\\1. wae e b111 pr<a11!J!Ds papent at a partlo\llar plect 

after a apeol"ied. perloct~ ~bt protaulOMl• involve« ill tbia 

waiMea were o•11e4 -· 'lbe wt1tu•1oa ot l'M'4l . . 

provJ.d..S aecurJ.tr and aaaureaee to th• •erobanta. Tht 

poaseaaor of the .1\\I'UU: coul4 a·lao aei.l lt ot otb.- theft 

apecif1e4 place at a Uttle 4lacount.10 It •• elao 
' •. ' . . 

reeorted to it one Meded to cleR OM* • debta e.t a t 

ctltteNnt place tr• where one wa• ·~~ tbroup the 

asata ot the .ua:•L !boQb. the 11ED't ap.o1allee4 ID 

thle \'lwdun, aeJ!iCdtate also Lmteet«t Aa it by d.laoountlft& 

8 '••• Whose arrive$11 in tb•a• part• w1th ahJ.p 'Slam', 
~"•• pve enaob d.ltcoura-ent to our p•at eJCPeotat1on•• 
bel.l'll runn deep11 on orecUt 81'id 'llOtbinl apprtrr•lDJ towartta 
the 41.-aqaente ot our 4•b~a of twer J'•ar•• 
oonttD.twanoe a-t 13t Pm" cent per armum 1ntereatt•••" 
( JU., 161.6-50, p. J9) • 

9 JD. ( 1646•50) • PP• 01•2• 

10 lrten Habib, "The System of Billa ot Etlci'Wil• (HUftdJ.a) 
in the MU@lal Enlp!t"ot!DRf•SII·Mtrr JA4tln.6ltSQD' P.smsraa. Jhaaattarpur ••• on, 1 , 
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.11114U or borTow1ns tllrougl\ ita aecU.t~~. fitua J.a 167J 

tbe lrJsJJ.ab. factor• at Beaber lntonaecl tbe surat CO\IftC11 

that they ba4 hrrowed money by 1asulq billa ot tXOblm&t 

1ft <tlte latter' • aamt. 11 'h• Ralapur tactora alao *"' 
b111e Ja -..e ruu~e ot .PNaUent am.4 COUilCU at SUI"at, 

ntueat!Ds ita acoeptenoe •. 12 MoDer waa trequatly ralttt4 

troa surat to R~apur· ard other ••a• ill the Decca throup 

tile medtta ot IBMMU•·"' the noa•Mtllment ot •P••mt 
coaoemirt& billa ot uche;D&t mv.t.t.a r«Prlaal• tor tbt 

' 

Baslilh WhO o011p1a1ft; 'becwn ow 'bUle •• ••tuned• 

theilfOn •• 1ft a • .,... Japrtaned. .ta Ra3QOPt tor the 

oCIIftpaayta 4e'bta ••• • •14 Sometimes :tws• .... were r•lt.ted 

throQSb. taJUU.•· Orlce the l.~apur tactor1 drft llm!Ua 
worth ·rupee• ta.ooo -in the. aeme ot swat Council. 1' ·th., 

were afra14 Ulat 1t thle waa aot boaoured 'bJ' Ute Surat Councs.1. 

11 "Wee tlaveias snat occutoa tor aoner Iter• have b.-. 
a_ bill ot Bxotianlt oa fOU tor 3000 NPH• payable to 
Biape Penult Wbioh WH deetr• rou to favour wl tb 
eoceptence ana ~·-,-.accor4lri8 -Y•' (£tRW.BIQIUIA• 
16?1-?J, vol. '• P•· 81 ·~t 

12 111...( 1651-60). , •. ""· 

1 J 1Jil.t• • P• :559. 

14 JW. 1 PP• 561•2. 

15 1J2.Y., P• J62. 



thea they will b.av• to pq the JIII'EIII;·" extra u 

oc.peraeat1oa. 16· W!len JObft J ourctaltl waa atayifll at 

BurhapUr, h reeeive<l b.ls lftOfteJ remitted from S\ll'at 'D)' 

b1Us ot exchallae.17 Thus tile tac111tr ot JlmAU ad 

ba1dd.ftst tbrouab tbe eseacy ot .IIIZICI wu senerellr 
ava11able to the mercheftta 111 tbe Decce. 

lt S.a 11\tenrtt.ns to note tba~ even noblea 

remJ.tte4 laqe euma b"• one place to the otll.r tbrouab 

IRDIH• In oae ot ..at ottiola1 veuaotlorla, Oolkun4a 

pa14 th• trlwte ot Ra.1o,oo,ooo -to ttut MQJhUla tbroup 

IIJlUil 4ravn on Auresalaa4.18 

' 
A verr a1Sftltiodt 4evelopmt'ft't in tbe eOD.tm ot 

aeftateeft.th oaturr ca.woe waa the pnvalrt'ftce ot the 

llla't1tutioa ot iftaurance. 1flaurance Of' Jdal ••• alao Jwadled. 

b1 the rn:lt•• We have tor our pe£o4 'tile ea.tatence of 

'bo'tb taleft4 and martae SftauraftCe, ~he rate beiDa bilbar tor 
the latter, obv1oua1y due to araater dempra t~oup eb1~ech. 

Ia the BftilS.Jh taotorr recOI'Cla• •• ccme aero•• the 'teftl •ntt 

16 Ditl• 
1? 'II• t!stJAEMl. s:· fOig) iK41iD• Jm•.....cil• • P• 14J. 

18 @:Mm\1':! I§ Mf'iAft (1660-1671) 1 eel. Y.M. Kben, 
· .· . eoo a f • ' erabad• 1955, p. 11. 
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or •awrt tcrr marlne i.Uuraaoe:19 There were two aapeota 

of a,_.1rle t.n.u.-ance like tha't ot Europe& prao'tlo•a ot 

bottomry 8114. reaponclents.a. 20 When a whole ah1p aoln,a • • 

vores• waa auarantee4 tor the loa, J.t waa called bottaa7 

vhlle napoactentla waa the lou Dot upoa tbe sblp but upan 

tbtt 10048 aboard her. Oeral4 AUftller u DeputJ GoftrftOJ" ot 

Boa'bay -.anced bottaa7 1oaae to merchaftta to owrr Oft 

trade with 843aoent porta ant tbe Red. s ... 21 Since ill auch 

asreeenu, 1nc1cleate ot rlak• were vert hilb, the rate of 
. ifttttNst against aucb. loana wa" exorbitant. 2Z. tbS.a 

. . . 
aareeent alao 41d not etall any cona1dera:t1on ot tme bat 

wu 1\UJ.cle tor ttle pertlcular vor•a• ot • aMp. 

Tnert were l'll8ftY mercbSl'lte WhO bad to take httlp 

of lreliJbt aenloea aveilable ·on tbe Eonkan. 'Rbt BqUeh 

recortte tell us altout the departure ot tbeu •hlP •a.• 
trcra Dal:tllol • tu11J lade vltb treipt goo4a tor P•ala• • 2' 

Tbe Bqliel\ were aatd.q eome money tbrouJb ft'tel&ht eeJ'\flcaa 

between Perala ea4 IM,!L 2be ebipe wbioh departed frCil 

aawor• on tbe eaaum ooaat to P•nLa. ncure4 treJ.Sbt 

'·' 

22 Qalaer,a.~. 

2J 81 ( 1646•50) t :, P• (18, :J11 ( 161.2-45) t P• 142.~1 
i .,. 
·\ ;\ 
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lor pocta aft4 me tor tbeU' Petura voyap to Dalthol. 24 

Ia 164' they broupt 95 pa&M1\P'r& to Da-.ol apart trc:a 

&OOU• 25 fh• flteilbt Mtweea P••ata end Dabhol came to 

21 ,ne 'Ada· The taotore at Fort st. a_.-,. intoned the 

preai4m at Da.t:a11 a.-.ut the ..-rtft1 ot 'HOpewel.l' tr<a 

P.-ala. 26 Sblpa 11'011 Ra.japv were eleo carry1111 treisb't 

sooda tor Ocawoou.11 A tew Jtare later the tao"r• 
coraplalne4 ot lacthS 4ltt1oult1•• in PI'OCU1'1ft8 the -••28 
Durtq tht '1670a the BftsUeh at IGebaJ were otter:l.q 

reSU].ar IN11bt eR'doo to the lotika •""banta _, .... 

ln cout:al trade. file friptea oarrlecl 8004• coraalped by 

merchants .tor R~apur, DAbhol arut Qu3aNtt porta.29 

The merohan• of the Koake'rl ooaat were • 

botwosMOWs lot dra1d.Jll tJ~~oa .Ufterat rqiona and etlmlc 

24 .Ill. ( 1642-45) t PP• ?J-74. 

25 lllit• 
26 • She (tKopeve11' ) ttatt Ulen procvd a lreiah't tor DabUU., 

the Kw.·. ot G\llq\lOJidahf •'bu. aador, ..mlob paid tftllbt, 
J1.,TJMII.ta••(m. 1642-4,, P• 116). 

21 IEl ( 1642-45), P• 215. 

28 'Mr Duraon in tho 'Loialtr• with the._.,. ot two •cmtba 
time at RaWbas and Dawl procured. DO aore tra1abt aoocta then 
emountecl to s, 702 lcaftea, upon vhloh 9Qloeble tn:r~»• 
IMI wlase4 to Orciiii'Oal •••• • tltA 1~1 P• 18 ) • 

29 ill (16?o-??) • w1. 1, P• 104i 
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goupa. Hlftclua, Pius11me and. Parale etw\ttltuted tile 

India aODllftitr of •~'- wb11e then veste alao 

:But-opellNI• Araenlau, fultlla, Araba ert4 Penl81'18. JO Tbel'e 

were ~, riob aeJ"'Cbaftts who owae4 eblpa end. hendle4 a 

1arae wl•• ot trede lilt there ••• also ••11 traden 
wilt met.nlr exported. SOOU trca the fOl" tolma. Bbe3i 

Sbt.,at WU aft emlaent menttaat ot OODiicltftble w•ltb 

opua'U.fta f.ft R~•pv.'1 •Vel.st C:·llaunsY' (Va~l Cb~1) 
cm4 Ranra stt-.Yl were o-ther ricb merommte 1ft the restoa. 
Bealtlea, theH vas • whole clue of petty traura wbO 

eva conte.ctetl tbe ~a directly or el•• tbDaelvea 

aote4 aa brokers to the •lob eeroheftte. Aaoas auoh 

• :mercban't • wokere• two raamea •apeoialtr occur ,.,., 

trequentlr m tbe Bnalhh recorda, lellftldae an4 'RUDObUftd' 

(Ram C~a>.'2 Some tnclera eva to11wa4 a partJ.cular 

bUtdaeA baQd • ~Uthd.ltflf'J liD••· tlleH vu • apecWJ.a14 

ceteaorr ot mwob.enta m the Decca who ct.alt J.D. Pe»Pe·'' 

Oa tile &Obkaa oout, llowftV, .. 40 not oc.e 

ac.-ou ..-obeat pttiM• or eounterparta ot Abclul Obaf\lr aftd 

JO A~ Cene, wl. 1, -~·• '• 201. 

'1 Jr1 (1646•50), PP• 111•2. 

'2 Jl1 ( 1646•50) , PP• ,,_,.. 

3J ill ( 16,5-60) " P• 240, 
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Vlr31 Yora ol $vat or Malay CbettS. eftd Kui. Vlruna of. 

Co~l. Rwel"thelua, the bi&h Mrcbtmta like Ylr~i 

Vo:ra bad thea tradinl Sntereata In the KOllk• •J.eo. 

Ria aa•te aot olllr 08ille to trade t.re 1Mt alao tried to 

•oaopoUet certala 00111lt041U&a an4 eentlcea tbroulh theil' 

muter' e polltlca1 inft.\le110e•''4 !be Bag11ah at BOJabay dl4 

ecee t• :rec•1ve tJaaaoial uaiatance tr. VJ.r'l Vora 

end Bbim31 Pcrrack,, tWo emtaent merchant• ot Surat. 

there wer• elao other poup ot maroheta who 

moved about troa place to plaoe ad ••"' referred to u 

~DIU· The lltnHJ:u eervea l;)otJa •• ,trauport ad pem 
merob.enta. ' ' Tbe l'aa211U or cerawm ·mercbanta, •• caUed 

m tbe b~Ua reconte probab1J tl'1e4 to eam, their protit 

on the baeia ot tbe t tlleory of oOQaratlve co1t• , b)' 

cawrinS eaaentlal can~totSS:tua tr~ aui'Plua to defJ.ct I'NU 

where pr!cea were h1f!b8r. 'lhough Jalm1£11 fl\llte ofte 

alao Car'J'le4 gooda on behal.t of other MNballtee 
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'!he mercbeat' a pnoooupatlOI\ waa DOt onlr 'U!tl:r 

proteaetoa of tra4et they alao b4\a1.p4 J.a otbw prottt 

wmturea. 1'htf advanced loaaa to the Buropeaa teotora wbioh 

we llave noted earll.... tM lql.l.ah WN btav.t11 lrld.ebttd. to 

••• merctumta ot RaJbtab1 ..S wer• facias pro'bl- Oft 'tl\at 

aco0Uftt.J6 . Hwoban'• we• alao uaM b1 European taotor• 

to seek favourable tente trOf1 the lftdla Nlera •• th., 
were _,oat4 to b• ••• t•l11a.- with court politlca. 
wr.e Mary Ml441noa touohed the 'Un'itorlea ot RaUk Mte 

1ft the Deccaa1 be fuet sent a tt11 atrcbante aabore 

· sollotifta tbt latt••.e trS.enct.ahJ.p .and goo4w111. 37 Bermldu . . . 

vu sent aumv a tlute• to 1ht »"•• il&ne to.,. Utterant 
. WOI'ltl. 0J1 to aesotlate • t8ms ·~l.tb UrWa · ott~1ala• J8 

., ' . t 

· · ·The me~s ;Ot -tbe KODltaa wre a ... 1ble ol 

_tb•b' w1neJialil• posi'UOD J.ft caea ot atae4 coatlicta trltb 

. the Bui'OHaa oo.pet••• aft4 btmee --.. ild.UetiYt 1ft . 
aol\\'Sfts IUCh 41apatee thro"'b ptao•tul upUatlona. ~o 

to• one ioatcc•• 1ft 1652 the Ponuaut .. ha4 launcbtt4 

' " Ill ( 1646•50)' ,. 251-52~ 

n furabt•· IU·• rJ.lRJu, •ol. txx. -~~. p~ 186. 
18 lf1 ( 1646•50). p. 506. 



host111:Uea aaalns't 
1tDJP~:pur merchant& 'but the latwr 

hUU1y 81T$1lSGd some IDOMJ &ftd. patched. up th• •tteJt 

41ecraetlr. J9 w • 4o not l'lave evJ.d.enc• to aqpat UJ 

aaaoclatioa ot the Kodlea •robaaw wJ.tb tlle adalftiatret.lOil 

1ft acae tOftl, ae we !mow about a tew MI"'banta iA G~erat. 40 

HOlf*ftr, aa aome ot the wre able to. 4eftlop tb•tr CObtactt 

witb the local nltre, 'because ot their ew.lab1e poa1Uon. 

a• cre41tora, 1t wu PI'Oba'bl• that tbeJ td.eldect ••• 
pOli:tJ.cal J.ntluence. 41 But this catmo't be_ 814 with er 
ttesree of certdft&, 1ft t!le abaenoe ot al'lJ concrete ev14aace. 

However• •• '&O:ft1call1. eerobm'lia Who a1srate4 to tba 
1Ma1aw coast dtarlq 'tU 16th c,ntcry, l\r4 aoqutre4 

conl14ereb1• wealth 8fWl pnatlao t.h•e 1n relet10Jl to other 

mercbeftta 8M the Dutoh. ~baae were tenerally the KcmUDl 

Brablalltfl who had left ·the. aoft-ouittiqe ot Goa 1ft pntnt 

qd.aet the Portqusae I#.'4u1e1 t10ft em! aprea4 out OWl' tbt 

'9 ill (16t1•,4), P• 1501 'The Mercbete ot R83apur were 
ao elllfte4 U.at th.er aeat bltlltr ao.ooo le'l"ea•· 1ltb1oh 
.l.s ratore than. the Jl"tncJ.pa1 of the det:rt, •••• 'tbey pleaded 
that HJ.a •••r wee coUeo'td •tma 'th•••lvea, ttw ·ld.ns 
contr1but1-ns r.otlt.t.ft8•' 

40 lt.if. PearaOA1 .•Pollt1Cill.PU'tioipat1oa 1ft thaP,allndia' • 
1ft JIA'IIgft&M~~~·'•ll£a1is:r Bmw. vol. 9, 110. 
2. une ·1 · 2• PP• 1 . 1. . . . 

41 Jf1 (161S•21), P• 296. 'Cop Daut' (Kb.w~a Dau4) wu on• 
auCb aerobant Who wu poeat1J eate.mecl by I" alU Allbttr 
vhioh naturally ortb.al\Cect Me P'hatlae.· 
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' . ' 

who wieWH nftloieat pol1 t1oa1 ifttlUeDCe 'tO brlftl •bout a 

cont11ct betwea tM a_.ift tm4 the Du~b. two oth• 
KOftkeDawcbanta, Raaa Prabll\l 8l'l4 'B~oa Pnbh~• • ..,. 

tbe Dutch oc:apaay 4~ the 1680a Wbll• Babba' • ••• 

•RetalOe PrabtN' wae :ta the CO!Qerte ......S.Ce 4uriq the 

1690a. 4fwO potata cleerlr emera• here• one that the 
. . - ' . 

KOilltWa ba4 oom• to aocpd.re a aaotftdeOy 1ft Malabar trade 

du1'1n.s eta period. Seoond.lr, the 1.-ttera written to Bab'ba 

PrablN by the Malabar Council wing uP • ,.., .iflt•••a~ tact~1 

'The lettera begin w1th, •·tour Hoaout'' • •n•••4 letter••• .•, 

whlcb show the raapec;t comuftd.ed by the India traclera 

etatms tb18 aeot1oa. 

· TJae b1a ·mercbento conclucte« .-oat ot their 

c01e1•ro1el trusa.c'tiens: tbl-c:A.Jih· the brokera. ApN''t tr• 
act~ as the int...,.ecU..ary Htween tb.t producer 81'14 the 

aerohant. th• 'brokers """ their mutera in aaanr wap. 

42 Allbin Daa GUpta, HlltW:f AU& tD4t• •7;.o•1800, 
C•brldp, 1961• PP• . • 

4! 11211•, P• 174t Aabin Du Gupta {lUOtea dltterent Dutob 
source• to prove tbe ucelUlencr ot the .Konkaa aercb.lnta 
1a Malabar Dd. their poll tlcal 11lllwmce. 
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11ke negot1at1rla 1081Ut 8D4 aeeklns ean•eat• w1 tb the 

autbor1Uea. Tha Burop- in 11141a eQeOlallJ dtpencted. 

oa the broke• 4ue to tbelr lporace u •• land.,. 1ta 

cuatcaa an4 people. t'be BbalJ.ab el,.,. tr~ployet brok.-. 

to deal with tbe mercballte 8ft4 rul_.a en« otmtraoted with 

tbe tOft dlv•••• Othtr tunc'tiona.44 the.., •• ot 'bl'ekera 

Who ,._eqwmtlr tea-..e 1ft tlle letter• ot the Baat In41a 

Ccmpa'ftJ't 8ftd lta qenta are R ar•raa SheJI.Y1t 'RunohUftcl' 8ft~! 

BtmnW.1. 4' Aaons tbeee B.na.tdu wea .., tar ~he moat 

t.apOrtMt 81\d tnetecl JDaUah broker 1ft the Kcmkan WhO 

eer•ed bla muter• eva at the con ot perao:nal per11.46 

Me wu ttnt to ap1ore trade poasllllUUea 1ft tU Deoaaa 

an4 wee ottea ap1oyatl to usottate ttrN with the OOWI'Jlor 

ot ~.,_.4? d4 other autbor1Uee tor favourable tl'adiftl 

ccmc,aa1ou. the lect017 reo0l'4e alao nt.r to 'lqee 
ShlppotttltS (Bha#i Sbl.-t) end 'Ve11F Clla\aqft 49 

(Va~l C~l) Who v.-e -.rcbeata tNt alao 414 tbe work ot 

brottera tor the Ba,Uab oc:.paay. 

44 iU ( 1642-4J) • pp. 204, JOOI ( 1651-54) • Iatrocluct10D, ... 
4' swat tawar4 L•tter Boollt No. 1 (1616-4?), pp. 1?•181 

&L ( 1646•50) • PP• 251•21 258.\ . 

46 1r1 < 1646-41) , P• ea. 
47 1*•, P• 289. 

48 m. ( 1646-50), P• a. 
49 JE1 (1655•60), P• 364. 
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tu trokm partorae4 a .._.,.,, ot • ...,.toea tor 

tbe MJ'Oba'ftta both India u well aa tOHip. Aa til-. 

aerohaftta c•e to PI'OCNN tJ.ae aualla1 oalt.oo•e eacl otur 
' cotton SOOd• on the lloaka po.-ta, 1t waa but Datural that 

they would have tfi1e4 to enter law aome kind ot arrana•at 

with the artlaaa• to..-. the ·•t1pulatK cauntltr ad 

caua11ty ot the produ.cta GftCl J.~a tlllelJ 4el1Y~I'f· thJ.a aeec1 
' ' 

e4 the tact tbat tb.t prod.uc,iOil ooatrea wve w14elr 

nattend all over Uta npoa, eade it lMvitable that tbe 

.. roharlta ab.oulcl rely • a o·leea ot ml441teaA Who would 

aeP'ia'tt teraa w·ttb the pr.tmarr producer. ftl• vok.ra 

a11o wet to dJ.ttereDt w'ball eacl rural catrea of trw 
J.a eearoh ot pocla: • ...._ bJ toretp lllerobaftt•.so B.-tctu 

was the lft.aU•h comp.,• 1 broker at Dataol. ' 1 c~ota 'fhakur 

who aarvett tb• SD&Ueb at Surat. bad 1ft tum b1~ qet, 

Reri "*'-at Ooa.'2 thelq11ab Hnt OM •va,p~J.' to 

:eaplore 'tbe poaail:»llltlea ot trade 'beWelft lcabay D4 tbe 

Deccea tOWftl ot Juntl81', Aurqabad., Hubll, ad Bl~apur·'' 
tn 1611, Bel Du , .. aat to Bl3apur Oft a ala11ar u•lOD 
and. wu OWA Japrlaoae« 1»1 the authorltlea tbere.'4 

. . ' . 

50 ill ( 1670•??) t P• 18. ( 1646-50) t PP•· 111 §4. 

51 Jl?1 ( 16J4-J6) ~ P• 259. 

52 1r1 ( 1G,lt•J6) • P• 161. 

SJ I»J.4 ( 16?0•T7) • p. 16. 

S4 .Dill (1651•54) • P• 'JI. 
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fhe betltttUon ot brokwast wu aoet pl"'ftOU'ftCed 

1ft textile ift4Ustr)'. fhe ert1aau teded to tailor 

pr0duct1cm at.Jt1ct1y ta accOJ'Ciance witb their ••ttmatt ot 

atio!patect 4emen4, a4 would aot •••• to produce aoou 
Whtoh mer be rt3eoted lJV 'till oompay. ··-• the neetl to 

pve a4Yarlce or4era ·through oaah p&Jlleftt ·a4 Qeolflcatlou 

ot qualltJ lft4 q,uetltF'ill tlds· aervlce to the Buropeaa 
;· ·. 

81l4. lftdi.aa 11erchlmte •u reftdered by the broker•• W • do 

not be.._ evUenoe to MliP-'' 1f, eny J.nter•at ·was charsed 

oa the lftOfttJ thus ~-. • '!be oaatt. a4Yarlcea weN thUI 
. ' 

a1vea to the ertlaaaa • Vl•· ••••te.nlU.aa ot t.t.melJ 

.. 4e1:1Yef'Y ot t1a1ahect pi'04Qcte. DMM'it or cub. ad'ftmeea 

thUs pN9'14ecl the weavers, clur1ns the ltatt ataaon, aot. only 

a meant ot ~n~ateaanc• ·nt alto .aul.S bill ·to wr ,.., 
matertala ue4e4 tor pi'Oduot1on proc••••• Soaetu•• raw 

mater1a1 vaa also prov.14ecl by the ~ uerchaat• 1ft the 

tora ., cottoa or aUk ram for tbtJ' teaftd that ...... 

will not. buy &004 yam ~rem th• • .., ed.Veaoe4 to tn•·'' 
'f et this practic' remeil'1e4 atr••lF Ull1te4 en4 there were 

tw .f.attem.c•a ot 1 t•' 
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The ert1eaa 110111ally bouJid idase1f to the 'trroker 

to Mt11 the tens ot · egreement once h• accepted the oeab 

actvances. But there ls notbing in tbe Ensl1eb. records to 

augeat that tbe cash advances acted· ae checka on the 

lndepelldence ot the ertt.aea or emounied to economic 

coercum.56 As tor the pGetra'tioa ot me.-rohant capital into. 

-the pro4uoUon processes end. l ts t.mpaot on the art lea, 

we do aot !lave adequate evidence. la the 11gb t ot available 

evS.t\ence, it cea be iftterred that 1r.1 the Konkea aa 

elsewhere, 57 the rtbti.Ol'l& ot pro4Uct1.on bad. not undergone 

uy ~ental oheage. !be artisan we still the meater 

~~ bls tools ot pr0duct10ft ane otten 1~e raw m•ter1al. 

But be work.ect uncter the overall 41rectlon ot the trader 

resarcU.ns patterftS, .a1:es, etc. :for the nurope&D market. 

Uhat was happen~ at Bccnba.)' ( t.he ad¥anc1rls ot cotton 

Janl an4 at times loanas) 58 1ffl.• of a very l.J.ali te4 na~•• 
the main. eim of th~t~ ~lish factt'trs beiDs only to ettreot 

ert1erms ~Deccan. Cimult etc. 

---~-· ---------------------------------------------56 Tbi$ aspect bee bee'~ studied. at length by A.J. Qat.ser 
in his -paper 'Role ot Brokera .ln Medi..al Xnd1a' • 
1Rdlrtt Hid~ 8Utl'• 1(2), 1974• end doea Mt 
need l\artber e a orat on. · . 

51 It bas boeD poJ.nte4 out )J Irfu Habib ('Poten'tialltlee 
of C~1tal1at1c D~Walopment 1n tbe Eoonoay ot Jllugba1 
lrt41a • Enqu1ry, Wintor, 1971) ~t ltttrohan<t capital, 
tbQU8b ~~ existed and operated thrO~ the me41ua ot 
tad&&• could not altar the pr~ relatione of 
prcdUCUon, tor 'Which ass•r-tlon he provides Ylable 
reasons. 

58 £1RD Rcct&u.a., ( 1668-69), vol. '• PP• 168.-.69. 
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Bv tbe WJr"f na-ture ot lft41en COIUDero1al etructure, 

the aenS.Cea of the brokers beoeme inevitable. th• absence 

of lMtltuUons llk• corporate la04iea ot mercb8Jlte or tradJ.ns 

companies 1D Iu1a, lett Uttle scope· tor orsenleed commercial 

trenaactlor'ls through agents, atul eDOO\lJ"SSed 1ft41v14ua1 

enterpreneurahlp. Here the brokera came 1n baruty. Their' 

relevance 1-e.J 1n theil' eb111ty to mai.nteln aft et.tect1w 

11nk between the two rt.~np ot the taarket • the produce&' an4 

the merchan-t, which was Gti\erwise 4iff1cult due to the 

tactora ·Of time and apace 8ft4 1oca1 eavlnnment. T.belr 

a.bl11ty to supply the luropeane witb ore4it e.lso macte their 

poe1t1on errf1ablth59 The Bag11sb. did aometltbea nour1ah: 

grudge eaaillat some lntokere bece.us• of tmfalr meane employed 

bY 'thetn.60 The)' ·et"eft thougb:t ot 1lypass1ng the servicea of 

tbe mitldlailea and supp1entln& them ·by the11' ow asenta. 61 

Bu"t this was s1Q1J "beJGM their meena. AU calcu1et1ona 

l.ft this 41reot1on. came to a aeupt *• lacecl w1 th typical 

pra~tioal prol'Jlem.a of e toretsn economic evironrrumt an4 

1 te cuatcma. 

59 Ja (1651•J4), .pp· • ·J?. 41 1 119, Bermida. c •· a served the 
Biilleh bOth ••. Woke¥' end liEU'• We have noted 
h1a act1v1t1ea 1n earlier pas•••· 

60 lldl-t p. 112. 

6'\ m ( 1670.7?), P• 1651 English factor• at Boabay 
wote 1ft 1676 that tb•lr broker, G1rclher ha.d been 
4efra~ them by pasa:l.ftg ott clotb trom G~arat u 
•clotb ot Bombay meAUfacturet'. But tbey were h•lpl•ea 
becauee tbev could not carry oa trade without the 
broker's help. 
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the artleans, Wbo were emplOJed in the Jtarlsbfi!U 
or those who carried on Utd.ependent .ifld1v1duel•leve1 

pro4uct1on for the me.ftet1 showed. an ·extremely lllsb degree 

ot tecbnioel sltlll. an.4 workmtmahip. -:he Europeaa 

travellers were 1maN.moua .in thelr prat.se tor the art en4 

aklll of the l~td.left artiatm. Della Valle, 62 Ov1nston.1 
6' 

Llnechotten64 an4 Pn•" end a host ot other traYeliera 

62 De11a Valle, .a•....s&s.t· vol. I, P• "'l"Tbe aatlvee 
ShOW very much J.Dgiiu t.r 1ft their cur oua maDulecturesJ 
as tD their a11k•atuffa Wb1ch they aoet artltlo1al1y 
weave,. 11 ,as alao 1ft maklq: excelle' quilts of tbe!r 
stained cloth, or of fresh coloured Tatfata. • •• 'l'bose 
f.af'tata or Sattlft._l te.1 al"e excellently at1ched 
by them •• • They make Ukew1se excellent carpeta of 
tbel.r cottoa•w:ork, 1n fine mS.qle4 oo1our1s. ••• 
Tb.elr alt1ll is l!kowi.se aKqUS.al te in mekin& ot 
oab111ets, or boxes w Trucka or St.ndi.shea, cur1oualy 
WOUSbt., •• theJ raekeexoellent cupa1 end other 
thltula of Afate, end coneltan, end curloua they 
•• Ia cutt ns ell manner ot atonea, CU.•on4a u 
vell M others•. 

63 OVlftcton, .aa • ......a.u. ,p. 1661 •The lndleu are s.n many 
th1qa ot. aetibliss .t.nsenu1 ty 1n their several 
eploymenu, an4 admirable a1rJliolta of Wbat•••r tbey 
affect to oopy atter ••• , the weavers of silk will 
exactly im:1 tate th• nicest end moat beaut1tul 
patten. ttua:t are brou&bt t.roa Europe. And tbe 
ftr'Y eblp-oarpatera at Surat w111 take the •o4e1 
of any English veeul, 1ft all the our10e1 ty ot 
ita Bu114J.ng, and tile aost .rt1t1c1e1 iDstances 
ot worke.mshlp about 1t1 • • .• 

64 L1uehotten, .&•.s.iS•t vol. II, PP• 87•90t 1J6-37. 

65 PJ7~• a•. cU•, vol. 1, P• 284. 
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whO vlslted. these parts ftle.J'Velled at the 4e11cacr en4 

tln.ne·aa ot the ;ooda produCed by this cl&ee of poor Mtlt 

devoid ot sood tools and resources. 1!be Indiaft ertiean. was 
1n particUlar a master 1ft the al"t ot 1m1 tet1on: end. could 

copy the beet prod.ucta from Europe to the utter surprise ot 

b1a European buyerts. Hls J:D«~Nfact.urirlg act1v1 t1ea were 

· q\llte exteneive l.f we take into account the nu!lasive d.emancl 

ot tbe UWEtl' olas.eea of society as well as the day to day 

needs of a vast pOJNlat1on. Thoup the bulk. ot the 

artleen production ttm.e tor the smal1•scale ntl'a1 markets, , 

there was production of a wide variety of goods tor the 
' 
e~ort marlurt as we have seen already in the chapter dtallng 

w1 tb tre4lns pat~l"ft w1 thin our region. The oraan1sat1on 

of tbia prod\lot1on wea mainly family based. Felly being 

tbe basic ·Uft.1t ot pt"Ot'!Uct.ton, protoco1on beceme the 

bereditart preserve. Genera~ion after seneratioft followed 

the same profession as irmerited from the .f81lt11y tred1t1on, 

end tbe social orgen1eat1on confirmed 82'14 oonaoll<lated tbe 

art1sens• aoc1a1 status and. h.S.a caate Uneqe. 66 

The 4J.ttertmt stages ot production were oarrS.e4 

oa 'bJ different w.b-cutea. Takins textile 1rlduatry 



aa a ._ple, tbe proqseu1u' s.nvolvifts cotton ·oer4inl• 

e»im'Wli• wlndlng of a11k-tbread:, ~ all4 rewt.Jtdirls 

of the ter'n1 weavlq t:bt tav1c on. the loora, 'bl•acb.tng, 

dyeing, printing -.ad painting of 4ealgna 4cwe1op•ct into · 

ctlatr1ct occupatlona1 some as exolus1ve ald&l or ce:ate 

categories. 6? 1ft other aectora ot manutect\ll'ea also tb1e 

kind of proteaslonal .epecialtsation wee COIUilOll. !he 

artiean' a home wu tb9 typleal workabop wJ.th hie wite 81'14 

. ch114ren cocperatln.g tn the production process••• tb.S.a 

wee further tac111 tated by tbe elea.ntarr teobftolog end. 

cheep tools avallebl.e to tbe attlatm Wh:tcb ••ant a m1td.H1 

conccmtrat1on of labour an4 oepttal 1n J.ftdiv1dua1 units ot 

prod.ut1on. 

'!be organJ.eatlon ot the artl.aena • both rural 

aftd v'ben •• oaste•baeect. · ia the Deccan v1llase tbe 

- artieana e.d v111ase aenanta were ~- toaetber aa 

.NJ.Msaaa68 •ona .\rfbOII more i.mportat wtre •• to11owas 
Carpenter, b1acksm1tbs, gol.4a1tbat. potter, 1eatheNOrlter, 

ropem.e~ter, etld berber and wa•heNen, etc. tlU.a 11et 

aS.p:lflcerttly does not include weavel"a and dyera vb1ch 

ausseate that tbeae two.proteealona were generally ccmal4ered. 

to be urb&ft cratta. The lltlda$tdar en3oye4 ouat01181"1 r1pt 

67 A.R. Kulkam.t, I~ .10 at All Ql ~bJ.UU, 
Poona, 1969t PP• . • :, 

6S l.W· 
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over the 1anct <eta> slven •r tbe Villas• cOIIaUDltr whlch 

they cttl.Uvated. in Ueu ot ·th•lr unicea to the village 

community,. 'th•J received rem\Uleratlon Ina ell the peaaan'ta 

el the~" in kind. or oaeh. 69 

The oaate Dsenieatlon vaa also 4omJ.Dant 1ft the 

llte of urban art1aana cm4 the irutuatrlea irl the tOWD ware 

also as • rule base em oaete divlaloa ot lab0ur.7° ·!be 

aoc1a1 or4er placed ell the artt.ea11a broadly Ott til• aamt 

J'UftS ot the 1ad4er,, thouah there as also ble:rerc~ca1 

«.U.vltd.e ••s thea acco:rctlns 'o their relative aoclal 

position. However, we caiUlot aurm1ae a strat1t.f.oat1on 

aoas the ert1s•s 1n our reslon, in the eeue wber• 

one &roup ot tbe clue, by 41nt ot 1 ta $lperlo~ eooncrntc 

powere appropr1ate4 the aervl.cea of its weaker eectlon. 

oa -r td.4e aoale, Uke ill tbe textS.le lllduatry ot 

Luoktlow or Beagal 'Wbere a tew rich crattemen oployed. 

bunctrede ot pOOl' artla8ft8 UDder the. HtWertbeleea. 

there '\IOUld. be .lrllfml the ertisfdle, some WhO 4u• to a 

variety ot reaaone __..better placed tbGft the r••t ot 
tbe·J.r clus. Thla could. 'be el the.r thrOugh ttt• better 

techniCal lkill and t•• ot an arts.aen, or ble c•pera'tlv• 

. proldmlty to some proaperoue commerc1el centro•, slvlq 

69 Fukaaawa, Jm•..AU• • PP• JOB-9. 

10 J»u. 



• 120 ' 

hla a developed aerke't a4 ea 1ncents.ve to produce, or 

•lmplv b1a temtlv ct.rcuutenoea. -tllle enablect the partJ.cul..ar 

af"tlaart to aeve eoae llOJlef a<l ereo't •ore looas,, l.e. in 

caao ot a weaftl'.. Now e, wtaver llavJ.Ds aore . tban one loom, 

bealdea betns already 1ft a po•S.,ioa ~o dOminate bla 

fe11ow-art1aena, 'oou14 evea elrp1o1 •* of tbea on. hS.e 

other looms. ~hls lmmed:le:te1r brOUSbt 'the e1eaent ot 
etratitJ.cation withift the class ot arttSM~• 1'be aeme 

cay be true ot othe typea ot oraft~me vorid.ns in the 

markets of the. Deoce wt tbla ommot be conclueive1r 

ee~blllbe4 in tbe lllb~ ot present evl4ence. 

-jl! the med.leval nate IJf&'tee thrived ou tht 8\ll'Plutl 

produce ot tho peasant, oo11ecte4 in the fom ot lend 

revelttlt, artd. tbia tonaect tbe fftaiD .t.ncQDe of the atete., 

However, elnee India ctvirll •• eeventeentb oentury bed 

a talrlJ we11-<leveloped ta1enc:t and ovenaaa ccemerce• tbla 

aspect alao oontr1butl4 ai.pitlceat~r to the overall 

eoonoms.c Ute of the perlo4. Tbe state tncoae tbrousJl 

oommercet as tlttt atu41ea ataow,· vea not J.ne1pif1cant. 

!bia, coupled. -w1th tht lact that a large upent of t!le 

population, •apec1a11y .SA the urban ••••• waa 1D. .-. 

way involved 1n commwotal actS.Yi tlea, could not have 
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left tbe sovernmeat detached from or lftdltferent to the 

world. or eammere•• IftOft« the elate di4 obow keeu intereat 

in the prosper! ty ot ti'acltt• fh1•• bOWeVer, 4011 not metm 

tb.at U'eM 41.4 not sutter trom time to time on account of 

the G"~Qrlee ot the ruling olaases or ottJ.cd.ala at di.tt•ren.'t 

lew·le. It is in tble ll&bt that we propose to exaa1ne 

the att1tw!e ot tbG autb.orJ.tiea toward.a commerce en« the 

reaponse of the merchants to ott1cle1 poltolea. ;A 

f SOlllt mo4em achol•~• cre41 t tb• merchant olus 

wl tn eons1derabl·• power ot treedoa to d.ecid.e their aftalra.71 

On the other band the general impression created bf tbe 

accounts ot tbe Buropeaa travellers, Uka Ov1nstcm1 12 

Mun4y73 end. Fryer74 etc. 1ea4a em• to th1n\c. that the 

merchant• ..,... an oppreeee4 lot1 •1waya 11v.lna 1r1 tei'T'Ol" 

ot belns plUftclered by tbe authorities. It t.a true that 

the eent.or nobles ad sovemora ot 41ftenmt region• 

soaetimea a\Nae4 their power to exact 111epl. taxae a:ftd · 

llOMJ 1rt tile toN ot bribe or • gttta• ta-<a t.be 

71 M .. N. PeeriiOD, • A a~· •. ....dl..., 
PP• 125-281 M.: . . , , 1~ercl'i.nti8lid. r e '1.() oc~ 
adrd.lllatration 1ft 0 arat' • ~Allllftt • A 
MJ.ecellant, vol, ll, AUaarh, 11, p;22. 

72 Ovtngton, Jm•, g'j., p.. 18?. 

73 lhmd.y, 8• ;&S• • vol. II 1 P• ~J. 

?4 Fryer, S• .. DU•• PP• 247-48. 
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,, 
t~ncbante. · ~here wu e.lso a t.-nciel'lCy •ems tbe noble• 

of Decca to monopo1.1se certaio commodltles auch •• 

aaltpet_. and. pepper tn tM Bl~aptar klqdoa. Yet en~ 

ttma of ·taotlon oou14 be 'the practlce ot the e.uthorltS..a 

·to wr mercbents•. goOds ~t 41ctate4 pr~•· Tfi !ha 

Ensl.t.ah tactors oompleirl,e4 1ft 1650 .that Mabm'ud Kaeia, 

the govem.or ot Rfl3ap\11' brOke QPert their .,...~ouse 

and. seized all the cloth lylas there to olalla illegal 

taxes. 11 'thoush tbe Mugbal emperora lssud procleaati.ou. 

free Ume to title, prohlbS.t.t.ns col·lectiort ot lllesal 

toea but we are not oertairl aether tnevwere rea11y 

15 ~lf:eh't~d ( }!;';!!~: =~~ ~ :t:e::-:~£ 
(Babactur Khan, a M\ISbal nobl• in the Decoaft) 
with a preaen't. to tale tu.ne of as. 1100 1ft .im1tat1on 
ot tbe 1n41ane (aercbants)' • At ~ till• the 
taotora 11\tona 'tiM surat couno11, 'the saltpeter, 
bowever• lyee AW't in RaYbu by uuon tbat -
Muetapba Ckftlle (M~a K.baD) verr lately sot 
• .AmiD of _ettltpeter (If the hafl4a ot Juarmer 
ek8iiii\J an .NJ.sar -Kbeal who 1n hOpes to procure 
acme DeW unrea11cmeble duties baeldea wet 
belonss to(th1a E~-~11 not autflca 1t to 
proceed•. ·1111~, PP• ''-54). 

?6 ~tf1~aa Lase iR.rm• vol. 1 •· < 1656•1?01 >. 
17 .l£l (1646•50), PP• 251•52, 258, 
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ettect1••• ?8 :;:IX 

) ~ )t ·aowever1 eJ:aoe our aounea are •alnlY Buropeea,, 

l ve cam'lOt accept them withOut thoroqb ICN'tinY• A biaa 1ft 

the aecounta ot Europeen travellers ·end factors oanno't be 

nled out, espeote.lly lMtcauae to their •1••• theJ.a- posltlOD 

la India seemed. extremely tftseoure. TheJ could not oomps-eb.eftd 

o-r else telt bev114ered. by the etructurel dltterence• between 

Europea and. .ll'ldid polity eD4 eoonOI!Ily, and e.ttr1bute4 thh 

to Ute 1aek ot ett1c1e'DOJ an« corruption 1D. tba gcveftlllent. 

It was quite nature). tbat the Buropedl who came frao a 

<11tf8Nl'lt po1'1 t1co-.eonom1c set-up en4 ,.-nte4 a eonopolr 

ot trade here, wou14 have telt truatratetS wbe they cU4 

·not aucc"d 1a tbl.et We tlnd. eona1atent atteapt• on the 

part ot European me:robanta to· strive tor • .tree trade• _, 

vbich tbeJ o~te meat the scrapp:tng ot the aectsaity of 

pa1ift8 tax•a to tbe •tate,79, Della Vall• 'Whlle l'laJI'reti.fta 

the usault on Dabbol by tbe Enalleh• iD 'WlU.oh they Ot.Ptun4 
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two wsse1e1 telt 'tbet, •tM.e wae done by the Ensllah 

out ot eQDe old guctge apiftet tbe c1 tr ot DalNl, os

·perbepa,. onely to Ioree 1t -to permit thea ft'ee t.-ad•'. 90 

ln the USh'\ ot thls J.t 1e not eurprlelns Ulet they appear 

to be so vehaent 1n their 1amentatlou about the p111ht 

of ccmmero•• 7': 

IntereatinslJ• we bave evidttlOe oom.J.q trcm the 

Europea11 aouroes tnamselwes Yb1cb suges't tbattthe stat• 

and the arlltccracy• at leat e:t a bigbel' 1eve1 414 talte 

interest 1n providing proteotion and necessarr lac1l.itlea 

tor the growtb. ot trade. ~he evidence lor tble ere 'both 

<llract and UcU.rec<t. We are tQld by !btntenot that tb• 

MUShal sovenol:' of th• Dee:oan or ot the p~ tmm, tried to 

slve l.mm.e41a.te relief in case trade antftere4 4\le to the 

~lee or cup.S.dl'ty ot a•e oftlcera. 81 The aovemor ot 

Ra3ap\ll' waa euapen4G4 bf' the kins ot Bl~uur on tb• obarp 

of extOJ"'tlOD ot merchallt&. 82 ~be klrlS of B138PUJ" intarcected 

on beba1f· ot tbe Jaerchants and .-ote to the Governor 

uJd.ns him to • :l'elnvt te tbe aerchants into bla port, ad 

prom1Hd aat1atact1on tot' the cloth ••ue4 on, • •• and to 

aecure us a tree 6Jl4 uninterrup-ted tra4• unto h\1 aa14 

80 Della Valle, Jm• !lob• • P• 10. 

81 fb.evenot• Jm• PiS• t P• 1,5. 

,ea ill (1646-,o), P• tee. 



' 125 ' 

p~ In t.be future• • 8' TIM rulers ere .,. seen negotiatift& 

'Hnae 1fl.tb the .BwopeetlS a1oft8Witl\ the merchaUta. As a 

coneequece ot BngU.ah captve ot Jll~..- ~ua•• the 

aovemor of • satva1l' himself oee to Surat to nesot1ate an 

aceomod.atlon, wblJ.e the R~a~ merchants eent a auaa ot 

•••1 .m ,001'DPenaat101l.• Since tbe la41an merch.alla wee 

alao beftetttted by. the o0Ul1Jls ·of the Europeans in the port 

Wwftat ._, were able to presevS.se tb• Gflftrnor to otter 
'the El\Slleb. fav0\tl'ab1e tems. S5 Vhea the ladlan aerobanta 

11\tererrt wae etutansere4 bJ tnroeat of Bwopeafl repl'1aela 

on the hS.Sh sea 'because ot the o1tlc1al pollcJ.ea at the 

port• the menban'te 91gVOu&lJ complalnacl to tbe Governor. 86 

Oil the other hand autborl tiea alao ahowecl tlutir 

pre.terenoe for tu natlve 'th4lfta lttteresta. l t 1e qulte 

alsnlf1ca'lrt that Della Yelle couiured. .1t cleaserous for 

the Po~ae to have captured tbe ln41eft ehlp • belcmaJ.ns 

to the Mopl.• a e"b~eeta• u tilts mlp~ provoke tbe watb 

&5 tw. 
86 m. (1646·50), ,. 284. 



ot the R~at.81 fbe eta•• waa aot (o~~~>ot lt• owa 

intenata accmna from the 'trade ot -.,. Suropea mercmmta. 

!her &llltft'41Y l'eee1Yed aooct treatment frOID tbe sovemora 

erttl sreet aoblee ot the realm. MaUlt luriber88 weloomtd. the 

hslleb tra&wa, so alto 1\i~apur klrlgs. 89 Sh1v~1 
eDOouraset tho Basltsl\ to establlah ~ f'elatJ.ona 

with the Komtaa. He bel4 nesotJ.ationa witb thea tbrou&h 

bla osnta aDd al&O s;ranted personal meeti.Dg to aort out 

4J.ft_...aa.90 

A lew aore ~eterenoee oan be o1te4 to lllUitrete 

the otflc1el llfte of ~ • at the blsbeat level, 1ft 
' 

87 Della Valle, S•.sil•• P• 222. 

88 JiEL (1618•21), P• 2161 'In re,uar4 cose Daut 
(K-a~a Daud) • a JDercbant greatly eateem4td by 
Me11S.(lUe Amber., and Selit purposely to recavo and 
acoompenp to the court . such ea Gb.oulcl M appoiftte4 
to the •econailtemeftt of our 4ltterence vi tb hila' • 

89 Ji1 ( 1651•54) t P•· 150 • 

. 99 ~ ( 1669-69), PPS ?J-741 • o~ fr1ad Co3ab Alladyn 
\.../ . ~a Allauddln ls fl ttos. and. prepar!Ds h1•••1te, 

the 'beet manner be ce.nn, to &O to the Prince 
(Std.~l..) .,_., au4e1nly1 .and gives us ••ate aaaurance 
ot procartn~ PrJ.nc•as~J ~I 
~-~erker ~! • c:li1r • t~~;te4 by

1 s:v!l:~:•r 
aervant who gave bill enco\lre&ement tor tbe procury 
ot saltpeter end pepper at reaeonable ratea, ••• 
the Covemor acmt us a letter partly consrat:ulatory 
an4 partly tnvttorv to eettle • factory in any place 
to trade freely, • ••' 
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eatten pertdn1ng to commerce. Thoust& the cuatoe ottJ.ciale 

and scm• ot the noblea exploi te4 thell' poeition to exact. 

aone'ta17 pins trOfJl the merchants tbeJ d14 not e.lwaye so 
unpUllishe4. Della Valle tells us bow Aclil Sheh ot Btjapur 

bad dJ.Itll$.aaed the • Governor' of regions arourut Coa tor hi• 

.S.ll•treatmet ot the P·ortup:eee.91 ln on• ot .the 4a11Y 

·cewa-repona ot theAvraqaba4 cttr (28tb Mar, 1661), it 

is 4ec1erect, •Anumet Khan received lmpeX".tel order• thrOUgh 

Dl.vanat Rao direottns the Vmsa pottR to tbe D.ccen to 

execute. bo!lde not tO collect BilldBJ. ( toll•tea). The scae 

orctere were also tonrar4e4 to Heftd Lelt the DlwM, tor 

eraforoeraent •••• • 9l these. proclaationa do 1\J.IS••t a 

concern on th• part ot athoritlea to laeue aaaurencea 

to ~· merobaft'te tv ell proteot1.on. At the ••• tllle 

tb1a would . have acted u a warnirls ta the corrup't 

ott1o1als .• 

The ru.lera al.ao prOJJoted trade by prov1cU.ng 

lnatltutlonal 6ac111tlea • tft the aedle¥81 context • of 
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Aatl&l and markets. Caravat\eare1e were conatru.ctect alcmg 

tile trada route& en4 at m&3or c1 t1es to fec111 tate the 

passqe ot mercbante., SJ.m11ar1y JD&I"kete ware ••tebUahed. 

in towns a villesea. lt haPpeaed quite ottea tha't markets 

were e.tablS.shed 1ft the wake ot royal. aralea• aarcb trOlfl 

one nslon to other wblch continued evea etter the cap was 

reaove4 .from ttt• pla.oe. Sbiv~l geatlJ encouraged the 

eatab11aneat ot new meriteta l:Jy rem!ttlns the tre4ers trca 

paylllg regular custom• 8114 octroi d.utlea. 93 He encoureged: 

merotu.mts trom otber repone to cOrDe end settle ln capital 

o1 ttes ct bt.e kb,s4om. 1 t m1Sht be because of this polloy 

that meny Cu~aratt aft4 KahYari merchants settled down 

ln Jtoi"tkkm towana the olos•, ot. the eeventeenth century. 94 

Tbougb there were no 'VUft1l roacta s.n the Konkaa but crew 

were CO!latructed whlcb prcmoted the llow ot ••rcbcmcU.se. 

ln Shf.~1'a 4om1n1c:ms, an ottlcer called 'bUP'Dsll waa 

eapec1811y a•aS.gned the duty ot providlrJc aecur1t1 to tbe 

meNilant• et tbe pase betw•ee the Decem end Konken.. 95 

93 Kulkamt. ma.sau., PP• 201t-1. 

94 Futtazaw'a1 QP• c£1• , P• 202. 

95 6l1Y•, P• 20S. 
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All these mtu:~sures -take bp rulere obv.louel.J .usseat en 

cmdeavour on tbelr pen to promote the weltar.e ot th• 

trading commua1 'tf• 

v4he ab'?v• survey au.gseeta that local •hOtlona 

coul4 not exoee4 a 11m.lt en4 aould be checked throuah 

puni.elllletlts a tlnee etc. 'fbe mercbente alao exerted. a 

moral pn:aeure. on -· ruUns olaea bacaus• of tbe1r 
potential aa cr•dS. tors. Tra4e • both Wend an4 toreip, 

tor tbe bullion lt brouaht aDd 'tbe seaerel prosper!ty 

comJ.ng 1ft 1te •*•• could Dot 'be neg1ecte4 bJ local 

autbor1t1ea. Due w ell tbeae practS.oal naaona the 

merchants of ow resl<m d1cl aet a reasonablr tavourable 

deal from 1me local. authori tiee. '\.../ 



CONCLUSlO!f 



CatCLUSION 

file Konkan and the western Deccan ie generally considered 

to be a backward area, and ee such bas reme1ne4 neglected trom 

the point ot v1ew of h1stor1ce1 research. ln the torego1ns 

pages; an attempt has been made to make a. study ot some aspect. 

ot tra4e and comerce in this region. Tb.rougb the uae ot 

ava1lable contemporary sO\lrces, it bas been attempted to 

demonstrate tbat the area un.4er stucly was a tr"adlns. reaian ot 

some imPortance• 

~he KOJ'lken participated ln tb.e commercial act1vltlea ot 

tbe seventeenth century lnclia on e tsir scale., A a such, 1 t 

attracted the attention of maDy tradlns elements, both lnd.181'l 

end foreign, end. provided tm outlet not only tor the products 

ot· KOD'kan bU:t ot the hinterland. Thus the etudr euggeate. that 

the Konkan and •stem DeccSJ'l was an important and Viable 

economic region d.ul'tng the seventeenth century,. 

fbe commodity compoa1tion of the region waa not Vef!J 

dJ.ttes-ent tl"om O~arat1 textiles ard the silk•products being 

major items ot export. fbe merchants also tred.e4 in pepper 

which was prod.ucect in good quantity in the, ·westem Deccen, ae 

d1stlnct from the Malabar at'1d the south. There was also 

available tor export a 11mJ.ted quantity of aaltpeter. !'he 

English merchants constantly complained of ott1c1e1 

' interference' 1n tb.e export ot sal:tpeter. Tbla may., perhapa, 

be exp1e:1ned by 4is~bed conc11 tiona o~ the Dacca, where 
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saltpeter was needecl bV the sovelftDent for the manufacture 

ot sun•povcter. Another tactoJt Wh1cb was special to Kcmk81'1 

trade was the availability of timber. As t1m'ber toreets bad 

been 4enucte4 all aloq the coaetal nsJ.ons in West Aeie up 

to CU3arat1 the Kcmkan .bad become very important tor ita 

timber tor the European• s ab1p.1N1141fts. 

The comtns of tbe Europecms led to en expansion ot 

f1ftance even th0\18h. the atructu:re was well-developed even 

before their arrival. Tb.e eXPan81on of ore41t and exchange, 

markets, and SI"OW'th of auch epeciallsed sectione u oommo41 ty 

brokers, shippers etc. • can 'be seen e.t work 1ft the westem 

Deccan also. However,. 1 t does sean that there waa 111D1 tation 

to larse•scale bO%TOV1ft& in the Konken. Th1a wu probably 

because rich merchants were not e.a fl,UDerous lrl the Deccan 

aa tor instance, in Gu3erat. The ehortase ot money capital 

is also suggested. by the feet that the rate of interest vaa 

higher 1n tbe Deccan comparee! to the nortb. 

-j( The r1se and srowth ot BCb.bay as en lmporte:nt commercial 

centre 1a ea iatesral pert ot tl\is atudy. Toward.a tbe besirlnl.rls . 
ot the lest quarter of the seventeenth century, the English 

succeeded. 1n starting some trade et Banbay. By 1670a, a few 

Ships atarted ccelfts 41rectlr to Bombay from Engle:Dd. The 

production of callcoes at Bombay was stven a boost by the 

EnslJ.ah. who invited and eett1e4 tbere the art1aana fn1m Cbaul. 

Hencetortb-. their conslgnmenta trcm tbe weatem coaat included 

products ot Bombay also. However, the x-lse of Bombay wu 
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s;reetly hindered by the European rivalrles tn the Kcmkon and. 

tbe frequent poU tical di&turbanoes 1n the Deccan. Tbe Eng11ab 

factors often Cfllnplatned. ot 41fticultles in procurring commocU.• 

t1es d.ue to the Maratba 4epraclet1ona and the seneral flghtings, 

in the Deccan. fbese poll tical factors 1nb1b1 ted. the fuller 

gowtb ot commerce 1n otber areas of the region also. f 
Tbe coming of a large number ot Europeans to the Konkan 

ct>ast in tbo seventeenth century led to oertaln positive 

ctevelopmenta. Thfn'e was in all probab111 ty an upward trettd in 

the volume ot trad.e1 though we h.eve no direct evidence to 

prove that th- was so. ln the absence ot data tor the annual 

shipments tram the d1fterent ports ot Konkan we cannot quantify 

trade or establish with certainty any1ncreese 1n 1ts volume. 

But during the seventeenth century there were certainly lar881' 

numbers ot foreign buyers in the market leading to en J.ncreaae 

in demand. The markets ot Konken were generally able to cater 

to this new dema1'1d, as 1s evident fran frequent references of 

ships eell.tns ott to different c1estiDa.t1one wl tb theit requlai te 

cargoes.. While it seema reasonable that the increase 1n d.ean4 

was met by increaeed production, tbie was achieved without 

eny breakthrough 1n the tecbllology ot production. Th1e m.1ibt 

have beln realised through £u11er ut111aat1on of production 

potential of the artiaens, or elu tbro\lgh diversion ot men• 

power and resGUreea .from other sectors ot the economy. 

Tbis riee in the demand and. supply, nonetheless occurred 

in the baekgcnmd ot frequent fluctuations. f.bere was an 
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occoional atut in the market as the companies competed with 

each other in .importing certein cammod1 tlea. 1 Tbe Ensllab 

faced this problem Sn the aale of thek" goods, such aa coral, _ 

while tbe Po.-t1.lgU.ese resented the gl.utttfts of tobacco, 'belns 

'brougb.t 1ft by the Eng118h. The ateple commo41 ties, textiles, , 

pepper1 e~. , were also susceptible to tluctuat10!18. 

The extension ot Indian goode to the European market not 

only actded. a new element to the ccmpet1 t.toft emons buyers a.t the 

source of supply, bUt elao forced adaptation to European 

4esS.sns. Ttie European demands ot embroidered. be4spreeda aa4 

quilts increased the mixture of .Ld.lk wlth cotton in many 

var1etles. The weavers ot chau1 were experts 1n this art. The 

art1Gan wee generally able to follow the chenstns pattem of 

demand in Europe, 1n tenna of size., pattem, co10'l.lr't etc •. 

However, the artlaan ·was work.S.ng in the 1 seller' e market•· , and 

in the presence of a large number ot cotnpetJ.tlve buyers, there 

was no ex:tre~-orcU.n.err co:npu1eS.cm on bS.m to cater spec:l.tlcally 

to Europeaa demand., The merchants• dependence em brokers to 

negotiate tems of egreement With the pro"-ucera2, elso tbwart•Cl 

arty direct and e.ttect.tve cont.-ol over the latter.. On the other 

hand, the e:rtiesn• s dependence on the, brokers aroee ;&om the 

tact that he was prodUcins tn a well-developed commercial 
#' 

1. Elli'l£1 RJOI1Dd (1661-64) t vol. 1, PP• 171•72. 

2, Jl1 ( 1655-60) t PP~ 24o-41J ( 1668-69) t PP• '7,_?4. 
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environment wS.Ul variable 'tastes. Also exchange ot gooda 

was taking place at a highly oentral1ze4 level. Many ot the 

artisans, unlike the:l'r priml tlve counterparts bed no means 

to contact the buyer. and had. to depend. on 'the 'brokere to 

negotiate tenne for the sale ot their prOducts. 
' ' 

A v.-y intereatiag development toolt place at Bombay 

duri'ftg th1s time 'Which might have been of much h1etor1ca1 

consequenC·Ot but the reau1 'ts 11e outside our study. Generally 

the practice in the Deccan, es elaevhere, was to extend. 

disllmJ, or cash advances to the artisans to undertake production 

of commod.1t1es according to epec1t1cat1ons ot quality, 

quentlty, design.• etc.-+(At Bomba,y, however. the English tried 

to stimulate procruetlon of calicoes \lftder 'tbe.S.r own auper• 
. ~-

vislon.' The 1 put~ out system• thus heel taken e etep - · 

fUrther at Bombay Vbere the artisans were also glven raw

material ancl looms at times. ObViously they weN requi.red. to 

work under overaU aupervltd.cn ot the English merchants. Th1a 

bad obV1ous paraUela with the Muf#lall)ra:J:flumu tor tbe 

production ot oostlr cloth, but was 41tterent 1n purpos• 

stnce 1 t was meant to oater to a broader market. The reasons 

e.s to why it could not grow• leading to tile control ot labour 

by capital, are beyond our ken bere¥'Wb11e a Sll!lblance of 

the msnufactorr eysten is <liscemible 1n thls method ot 

p:rowotion1. J. t is probable that the artisans etill owned their 



tools of production, end their mobility wae not restricted. 

Tb'Wl, they had not been converted into wage workers. The 

practical real.lttea of Bombay .,. lt faced. threats from other 

pawers, and. the tact that tbe artisans were eaborted to come 

end settle here. put them in a favourable position v1a•a•v1a 

the merchants. Hence, it seems that even here merchant 

cap!. tal coulld not wins ebout any meaningful change in the 

relations o.t. pro4uct1on. · 

• * •••• 
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