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INTRODUCTION

The seventeenth century witnessed a great expsnsion
in Indo-Eurcpean trade and the Westorn Coast was the most
importent coastal region for Indian contacts with the outside
world. The rise, progress, extent and nature of this trade
is very wast subdject involving the study of & vast amount
of original sources and has been undertalten by many scholars.
But while most of thé works have concerned themselves with
other coastal regions of India, the aspect of trade and
commerce on the Konkon const has not been studied at length.
S0 this study proposes to inventigste into the commercial
structure of the Konken end the Western Deccan and their
trading relations with the other regions as well as the
Euwpm Compenies,

The historfcal atudy of this aspect of the
region is important for certain reasoms. First, the Ronkan
being en integral part of the Western coast deserves as
much attention for historical research as for instance,
the Gujlarat ond the Malebar coasts. Secondly, the area
under consideration owing to obscure reassons has largely
remained unexplored, and the emount of historical research
done on the Konkan is glaringly inadequate. This hes led
to a situation where most of the questions have remained
unanswered, This very fect while making this study worthwhile
also acts as a positive handicap for a resesarcher in
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this field for one is deprived of the theoreticsl formue
lation and o definite Maﬁrk to carry out one's studies.
Now ons way to tackle this prodlem, though with its own
iimitations, can be to study the Konkan cosst and to com=
pare the findings with the other flourishing regions of
Western India and then to draw parsllels or look for
identical developnents in certain spheres of commerical
structurs, as also by cuesticning the basis of disparities,
it eny.

The period chogen for the present study is &
long stretech of time, i.e. from 1600 to 1700 A.Ds Sinte
seventeenth century in Indis was marked by vigorous activities
in the commercicl 1ife, with new sources of demend opening
up, and widening of export pa'swntm of the country, thia
time-spon may rightly be taken as the ¢limax of a trading
pattern which had to undergo important transformation in
‘the century following it, Foreigners were not new to the
naritine India but they were definitely fewer and essene
tislly functioned in the seme structural set-up as cperated
in Indie, During the seventeenth century, howaver, there
was an addition of the European market due to the arrival
of welleorgenised trading companies of the Dutch and the
English ond merchents of France and other countries. The
presence of & greatly increased number of European buyers
in the market of the Konkan, must have been of consideradle
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consequence for its economy. The present study would try
to show that the Ragion cumprﬁ.ai.ng‘ﬁankan and Wentern
Deccan, also pamwiyat;ed actively in the saritine comnerce
| of the period, The Western Deccan was the hinterland of
the Konkan coast and on her depended the prosperity of the
letter. It should be noted here that the main emphasis of
the present study 1s on Konkan, Hence thoss srens in the
Deccen which had their cutlets to the east, have been left
out and only relevant areas ﬁ!k:ﬁﬁ into ascount, Besides
the significance of the Konken as a mgien‘ of trade in its
own right, its importance was no less as on entrapot

for ships trading in the Asien Waters. Among these were
those plying botween South Eest Asis and the Red Sea and
Peratian Culf reglons, as also from the Emstern coast of
India, The inabllity of these merchant ships to complete
their voyage in one season, néﬁesaitataa their stay here
t111 the breek of the momsoon,

. The Region, under study was the producer of a
 wide variety of aommitua which were needed as mutual
exchenge for coastel and overseas trede, The Deccan produced
& nupber of cotton goods like bafta, Chintz, dungeress.
otc.y ond pepper while Chaul silk snd entroidered quilts,
indigo, peper and timber etc. wers availsble in coastsl
areas, There was also trede in foodgraing, saltpeter smd
precious stones, Horses were also sn lmportent commercial
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i€em, imported into the Deccan. The commercisl structure
wan sustained by a flourishing ¢oastal and port to port
trade but the participation of the Konkan in the Overseas
trade was also significant, Thus we have for our period,
an unprecedented concentrstion of Europesn merchants -
Portuguese, Dutch, English,, French and other smaller nations on
the Renken coast. While the English end the Dutoh were
late eomers and were trymg to eatadblich themselves, the
Portuguese were ﬁbl@ to hﬂl& to thelr own at least in ,
tegions, like Goa and Bassein, The merchent comounity of
the Konkan was thus g heterogenous lot cutting acrocs
ethnic ond nationsl boundarfies. It had a dynamic section
of Indien mercantile class which adjusted itself remarkably
with the changing trading patternas,

A study of this nature would naturally depend
on a close eéxemination of the contemporary sources, These
are mostly available in the form of English factory records
and asccounts of the Eurcpean travellers who visited India
during the 17th century, They have been used extensively
but with caution for fear of any possible bias as thelr
very nature is Europsen, Among Eurcpean travellers, accountsa
of Linschoten, Pyrard, Fryer, Tavernier, Dolla Valle and
Jourdein were mors helpful, We have elso utilised for the
present study, the letters of the East Indie Company and
ite egents availeble in thirteen typed volumes in the
Mehorashtra Stete Archives, Bombay and entitled, 'Collection



$LEapers Recedved fram the Indla Office's The Jazatteers
of the old Bonbay Presidency and new district Gazetteers of
Maharashtrs were &lso used, One wighed to utilise the
Portuguese and ihﬁ Duteh sources for such a atudy, as
ignorance of *ghgse lenguages leads to severe limitations
which one has to admit, Among Persian chromiclers, only .
Khafi Khan, Lehori end Bhimsen give scme information about
 the produce of the %agirm but which 1s generally inadsquates
Loocking for secondary sources, one faced resl
problen as there is almost no study which deals with this
gapect of the region. The other secondary works which have
attenpted to exanmine the commercial organization of the
period with a wider perspective like the one we have in
K.H. Chaudhurg? 5;’ helped in understanding the nature
and scope of the problen from spruper perspective. There
have been a 1ot of workson aspects of comserce of different
coaatol regions, especially Gujarat, Coromandel and Bengal.
- Their limitations for any concrete help to the present study
need not be gxplained here. S0 this is ¢ hurble attempt
to £111 in the gop in imowledge about the conmerciel life
of & viable trading coast of India, which has largely
remzined neglected,

1 KoNo Chaudhuri, .fu-u_‘t'.* N
AR m(_i R 4 on .

-
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The present study is based on what one may call
futility, relovante, and effectivenese of a region' to
participate as a unit in the economic life of e given Age.
Honce we start with & brief survey of the geography snd
production of the region and go on to troce the trading
pattern in the gecond chopter., The role end perticipation
of the Buropenn compenics, and & study of mercantile |
. activitiea including the merchant-artissn relationship,
have been underteken in subsaquent chspters. Part of the
last chopter is devoted to en analysis of the Ruler<ferchent
relationship, or 'rmm precisely in estimating the role of
the State in commercial structure of the period.

“se
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CEOCRAPHY AND FRODUCTION OF THE REGION

The Region under study fores two distinct
geographical units, extending south to north from 15015
¥ to 20°%0' N latitudes, and from east to west from
72%s* B to 76°8 longitudes. The Komkan cosstal lowland
lying between the Vestern Ghats and the Arsbian Ses is
530 km long and 30 to 50 ke broed,’ and corresponds to the
nodern districts of Thana, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, and the
State of Goa, The Western Deccan plateau, running parsllel
to the Konkan, corrsspends to s large part of H@hafuhm
(including the districts of Nosik, Aurengsbed, Ahmednagor,
Poona, Bhir, Satars, Osmansbed, Sholepur, Sengli end
Kolhepur) and parts of Karnateka (conprising the districts
of Bijepur, Belgaum, Reichur, Dharvwar snd Gulbargs). These
areas formed during the early ssventeenth century, the
two kingdoms of Ahmadnagar and Bijapur. |

The Wentern Ghats separate they Konkan like
& wall from the Deccen platesu.® But the North Konkan with
the Thalghat and Bhorghat gaps in the Sahysdris, is
sctively linked with the vast hinterlands of the Deccan

1 O‘HaK. Sﬁt‘ md AQTDA. Lﬁmmmt&

2V01, I, Part-IIl,
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plateau. This is characterised by the sandy spits
intruding into muddy shallows close to the saa.’ The
alluvial soil of the Konkan is very fertile, with coarse
sandy soil to the east of its coastal alluvium. Parts
of the North xéenkan has black soil which is very rich in
wm, magnesium, and celeiun but poor in nitrogm."

The Western ﬁmm or Hmthu cmtry, nay
be- taken as mughly ctmeminua wzth tha main mass of the
Deccan Lavas above the Ghata.s The whole area ia more
or less.a vagt streteh of dlack cotton psolil or 'ragur’ .6
The high lying lends in the heavy rainfall srea on the
western margin of the regien are covered with laterite,
viz., the districts of Kolhapur end Satara. Rest of
the ares, comprising the 0ld Bijapur Kingdom, is made
. of red laterite soils in association with 'regur’.’
However, desp dlack soil is mostly found in Raschur, Dharvar,
Bellery and in certain areas of Bijapur and Gulbarga, which
ig good for the cultivation of cotton. The soil around
Be‘lgsm is favoursble for the cultivation of coconut, arecs,
coffes, and pappcr. |

m‘&

Ibid., pp. B14+15,

Spate and Learmonth, op. ¢it., pp. 644e5,
R.L. B8ingh, gp. ¢i%.s P 700,

23dge s pe 795
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The rainfall in Konken iz quite high, 280 cm,
80 per cent of it conming detween June to September, This
has given o comparatively higher foitility to this region.
The Western Deccan in contrast is deficient in rainfell
and thus climate is an importent factor in its landscape.
Low rainfoll, less then 100 cm, in the region has fostered
aridity.

Thas the geogrephy of the Region is such that
while perts neayr the ¢oast are fertile, highly cultivated
end populous, the inlend parts ere rocky and rugged, mot
nuch fevoured by nature. These geogrophical factors have
thelr impact on the agriculture of our region, Thus vhile
the coastsl areas are good for the cultivation of food
produce, thé western Deccan favours the cultivation of cesh
¢rops ldke cotten end spices, and diverse types of fruits.

Hence keeping these geogrophical factors in
ming the sgricultural end non-agricultural produce of these
two distinct geographicsl units, namely the Konksn and the
- Western Deccan, ghould be studied separately. '

The Konkan spresds out to & fairly extensive
area on the western coast of India from Bassein southwsrds



s 10 1

to Thana, Bombay, Cheul, Danda Rajapuri, Janjira, Dabhol,
Rejapur, Vengurla, and Goas The Konken coast was the
produccr of & large variety of agricultursl goods. Different
comroditics were produced in the vicinity of different
trading ports listed ebove. In and around the region of
Bassein there was large acale production of rice.s Thevenot
and Abbe Carre tell us about the production of sugarcane in
this mgmmg Khafi Khan refers to the preoduction of coconut
‘and betelnuts in the reglon between Daman and Baasam.‘m
‘Rice and sugarcane were also produced in Salsette islend
and Thena.'? Selsette olso produced meny kinds of fruits'
like pinecapple, cogonut, mango and Papaya."z Coconut was
also widely grown in Bonbe 13 and Chaul.“’ Della Vslle

8

. 1‘7%“‘9&““““

i s r." P " 2 = »
s don, 1047

vol, 1, p. 178.
10 Khafl Khan, gp.cit., vol. II, p. 401,
11 Careri, op, cit., p. 179; EFI (1668+69), p. 45.
12 Ibigd.
13 Ibidg.

4 W}a (15683-1619), ed. V!, Foster,
ondon, 1921, p. 15.
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informs us about the production of indigo, cotton, and
opivn in Chaul ond its surroun&ingz.” fhis is confirmed
by Pyrard auo.’s ‘

After Bassein-Thena-Kalyan region, the arces
around Rajepur were of considerable importance as they
produced é nunber of agricultural goods for the market,
Sone quantity of indigo was produced tn&aaapur." Sugar=
cane, gingor and turmeric were produced neer Rejapur end
the adjoining areas of Jaitapur, Kharepaten and Cheria, '8
The English factors alse wﬂmd t!ie production of guie~lac
in Raaaw.w In the nearby rogion of Khelne coffee ond
cardamon were pmdwe&.“ Sandalwood was also grown in
that repgion as also tmzts 1ike mango and coconut, Betele
mtz" was ’alao grown in this vegion,

yalsed. A. Oray,

he English Factories in Indis (16204-29), ed, W, Foster,
: 18, {(1018-09), Oxford, 1900«27, p. 558 Hergaofter to
be referred to aam.,

20 mg&%ﬁ-&h s 2413 Khafi Khen, wol, XX, S0, Sit.,
Ps o '

21 Khafi Khen, vol. 1I, gp. ci%.s p. 501,




3 12

Vengurla produced a small quantity of good
quality spices end cerdsmoms which were scarce and dear,22
But it was more famous for the plenty of rice it promtd.as
. In fact,for the supply of provisions to the wintering
ships, Vengurls was the best place in the Konken.

Tavernier informs us that it vas due to this that the

Dutch had established a settiement there,2® They especislly
nieeded tha supply of provisions during their blockade

of Gea,

Though Goa 4id not have mn agricultural
production, the region ssuth to it pro&w&_ rice-.as
sugmm.zé and pﬁpmr.a? There was, hovever, good

production of frults, especially coconut, banens, nango,

———

adip, trons, V.

22 Tevarnier, i

Balls, revised snd ed. W. Crooke (London, 1925), wol. I,
, Pp. 148, ‘?Bi_h' :
23 Mv p. 123, . N

24 Ibide, DP. 14893 ",,.not only all the vessels which
come frem Patavia, Jopan, Bengal, Ceylon, and other
places, and those which aall for Surat, %he Red Sea,
Hornuz, Bassora etc. both in going and returning, enchor
in the roads at Vengurla, but also when the Dutch are at
way with the Portuguese..., they send their asmall doats to
Vengurla to obtain provisions',

2% Della Valle, vol. I, Spa £i%s0 Do 17%,
26 Khafi Khan, vol. II, gp, cit.s D 401,
27 Cereri, Q0. SAtas Do 190,
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and p:lassappla.m Other Ewropean travellers also tell us
about the production of fruits in ﬂm.zg

Some regions on the Konkan cogst produced
sufficient quantity of timber which was 8o vital for the
shipstullding industry. Timber was produced in the region
around Thana and Kslyan-Bhiwendi.’C Basgein was another
large producer of timber end also building stone, which
was as good as granite and was according to Pyrard used
Cin ald 'the Goa churches and palaeet.” It was esasntially
& ship-building harboaur dus to the availadbility of large
quantity of timber,>? Tharefore, it was considered vital
for gll the merchents treding on the western coast, espsclally
Buropeans: Due to the Portuguese control of the region,
the English faced repeated probleng in the importation of
timber.” The English factors informed the Surat Council in

28 Tavernier, vol. I, gp, git.s p. 186, \

FPryer, A Kew Account of East Indig and Perai (1672'81)
35{;{:. ‘ed. W, Crooke, Hakluyet Soclety, London, 1909,

30 EEL (1668-69), pp. 83-84.
31 gagettesr of Bombay Presis

-

32

ey » ”’ 9_5—7‘ p %1-16%)
of the documents in typed o ) preserved in the Department
of Archives & Archasociogy, Bombay. They will be hersafter
referred to es Lepars Recelved.

33 (1672«73) 4 vol. 5, pe Sh; 'The Portuguese continues
% very insolent in impeding the trade of your Island to
the Maine and particulerly the captain of Bacam (Bassein)
doth positively deny Gringing of timber of which ws are in
extraordinary want..e.') also (1673-75), vol. 6, p. 95.
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1668, 'one of the greatest matters of imports to your
present designs, is that of timber, where of five hundred
pleces yvearly may be procured out of the Portuguese country
at the same price the captain of Basain (Bassein) buys it
ﬁimaeii’ u."j"“ Thore are ‘trequent references in the
contemporary sources of Bassein as a timber producing centre.
‘Goa was also rich in the production of timber and bamboo.

In the western Deccen we had broadly four regions
of agricultural production, Aurangabad, Ammednagar, Bijspur
and Roybagh, The soil formation of Deccan being favourable
for cotton cultivation there was suffioient production of
this stuff which the European travellers of the seventesnth
century noticed, especially in the region known as
© "Bombey Cotton Tract' smd in Aurangabad, The Balaghat
region, more precisely Aurangabad, had good cultivation of
cotton which was noticed by Thevenot.>? Cotton was also
widely growm in Jmmr,% xom;m” and mnbargnm regions,

34 Ibid (1668485), vol. 3; pp. 55«86,

35 Thevenot, op, git:s Pp. 112413,

36 Fryer, oD, Sitss vol. 1, Pp. 331, 354,

37 EEL, (1655-60), p. 261,

33 Abbe Carre, ops i%es vol. II, pp. 325-36,
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Among foodgrains, mostly umait and rice were
grown, the forper in J‘m’g region and latter widely
in Bijapur klngdm."a But foodgrains m availeble
everywhere and hence grown in some quantity all over (the)
region. Inferior quslity crops were also grown like maize,
bariey, etc. and also different kinds of pulses, Adout oil
secds we do not have very clear evidence but it is
inconceivable that they vere not grown. Among spices,
Black pepper was produced in the range of Western Chats, |
especially Bijapur and noith Kanars ores. The European
travellers of the seventeenth century ncticed the cultivation
of pepper in the ﬁccsén,"" which 1is corroborated by the
records of the English factories alse.’? The English
factors informed the Company in 1644, *the pepper produced
in the De¢ccan is extraordinary good and bought cheaper by
' 25 per cent then we have at any time known it' A3 Pepper
was particularly widely grown in the region of Raybagh which
léy on the trade route between Bijapur and Gca.m’ Cardonona

39 Fryer, vol, IQ P 33

40 Mmci (1699»1?69%
+ Irvine, (London, 14

. Do

41 Tevernier, vol. II, op.cit.,s P 11; Fryer, vol. 11, op. git,.

Po 355,
42 EFY (1622-23), p. 513 (1618-21), p. 289.
43 Ibig (1662-45), p, 214,
by Ibid (1634-36), p. 2123 (1655-60), p. 241,
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was also produced in thig region, but it was nainly
consumed locally. Hubli, further south to Raybagh also
produced some good quality pappur."‘" cctm“s and
saltpetre w7 ware also produced in the region around Hubli.
Raybagh produced good quality saltpetre. S

Among the commercial crops whose cultivation
started during the seventsonth century, tobacco came to
occupy sn important place. This crop was widely cultivated
in the Deccan during our pericd. It was produced in such
abundance at Burhanpur that the pesasnts left a consideradle
voluse on the fields becsuse they hed no place to store
them."? The availsbility of these verious comnodities in
our region made it & visble trading area, eas will be seen
in a subsequent chapter,

Before ve go over to exsmine the evidence of
non-agricultural manufactures in our region, it will not
be out of context to note that during this pericd even the
45 Ibid., (1655+60), p. 240.

46 1Ibid.(1668469), p. 270.
47 Ibid% pe 113,

ptt 7 QO ..ncc ’623‘137)’ ﬁahﬂ‘llh‘frt
E Mbay, PPe 17"18, 3 '

49 Tavernier, vol. II, S0e £1%es DPPe 19206
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process of agricultural production had to go through
scme proceas of _mamz:mm.sa Thus et times it became _
& combination of purely sgricultursl work with menufecturing

processes. This was especislly true in the case of cash
| crops., Cotton had to go through the process of cleaning and
carding by the peasant himaelf, after it was picked up
from the fields. Thereafter it was spun into yarn, only
at which peint the weaver used to take over. Other areas
of agricultural manufacture wers sugsr and gur, of which
good quantity was produced in the Deccan, and also

processing of indigo, end extraction of oil from the
oilsesds, etc.

Non-agricultural production was spresd out
both in the rural and urbsn centres, though it tended to
be more concentrated in the urben centres. However, thers
~ was production not only for the urban population and for
export requirements but aino for the villesge population,
The Konkan and the Western Deccen had developed a fairly
extensive area baseﬁ on wﬁm._in&ustﬂep and sustained by

50 Irfan Hebib, As
. {Bombay, 198




t 18 3

a class of skilled artisans. Recent studies have shown
that the seventeenth century achicved the highest watere
mark of textile production in medieval Indis. Hence
cotton end silk-weaving were the two most important
industries in our region. All sorts of cotton goods
were produced in different port~towns of Konken and its
adjoining r-egs.ms. _

The ppﬁ tm of Cheul was famous for its silk
I'amﬁ’s and mhmidcred @1ts. 51 Chaul's feme as a thriving
manufacturing centre for good silk and ‘_cotttm stuffs is
corroborated by Fryer and ﬁyrérd. 52 pella Valle visited
Chaul end found it a very prosperéus centre of textile
prndueum;ss There vere many *makers of silk and weavers
of wool and of black snd red bombant'. Thers wers ertisans

51 EPL (1661-64), pp. 63-64; (1668+69), p. 65.

52 Pyrard, vol, 11, its+ De 3553 'the country there
is vestly rich mﬁ’;ﬁéﬁ;&m of 211 kinds of valuable
merchendise, tha merchants from all parts of India
ard the East come to seek, But the chisfest are the
silk, which are obtainsd there in such quantity that
alone they almost supply Goa end sll India. They
are of a different quality from those of Chinag and
at Goa no account is made of any, but Chaul ailk,
whereof very pretty stuffs are made, it also largely
supplies choice fabrics,’

53 Dells Valle, 9D, citss DPPs 224425,



t 19 3

engaged in production of silk ond cotton on lom.sa |
Though there was considerable production of silk stuffs
at Chaul, ve do not know the exact source of silk., It is
possible that row silk was inported thers from Orissa
and Bengal. Though Bnglish factors mention * the suster of
rew silK' from Chaul.> Thana and Kelyon<Bhiwandi were
also important centres of textile production. Careri tells
us 'that‘ Theana was fanous for calicoes 'no place in the
Portuguese dominion exceeding it in this particular even
for teble service' .56 Bhivendi was famous for weaving

. In the southsrn Konkan, s very good quality of
susliin was manufactured at Raaapur;” Vengurla vas |
reputed for its production of coarse cloth end hemp matting
which served for packing _300.68.56 Apart from Vengurila hnp

54 XIbid. Also see % (1668+69), p. 653 Ve have informed
ourselves of Chaul, Thana, and Bandora, concerning the
wenvers of silk end stuffs, and we find that in Chsul
there are 700 fomilies who make at least 5000 peeces
of taffatas and several sorts of stuffs yearly....!

Papers Reosivad (1668+69), vol. 3, p. 61,

56 Careri, BDs ChEes D 177, |

57 EFL (1624-29), p. 258,

58 Tavernier, vol, 4, Sites DDs 14BuLGy *,,.Conrse
sotton elatha t‘or'h‘%: %&S:wptim are nadn' thers too,

and & sort of matting called toti,which is only used
for wrapping up merchandise’, ! ' y
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was produced in Karwar sand Mirjen amf’? vhers from it
was probably imported.

~ During the lest quarter of th@ seventeenth
'centmy, Bombay was doveloping as a major production centre
for the vx@kan region. 7The pain emphssis of the English
Company was to aevelqp it as a producer of all sorte of
cotton textiles, wmg to the growing importance and demand
of this commodity in the Ruropean trade with India. Through
the invoices of East Indis Company from 1661, onwards, an
impression is mede out that cotton stuffs were much in
demend, and most 0’;’ it was sought from Rejepur. The
different names with which the various cotton stuffs were
celled, sre 'dungarees’, ’dutties', 'baftas'(white and blue),
* soveguszees' , parcollass', and siik stuffs like * trnggagn’
' taffaties', and *serwunge chints', m.w

- To bring down the cost of production and to
develop Bombay as a mamifecturing end dletridbuting centre,

kL

59 Fﬂm‘f vols IX, gp.gite, Pn 76.




i
6

1 2 L»\,,

/ nlli!lﬂilﬁﬂl"/z;lﬁ!!ﬁll ’ELII’IH/IIIIII//;’IH J‘

the English agents were constantly,urged to encourage

the manufacture of all sorts of calicoes there. Veavers
and s;ﬁ:l.mers were invited from Chaul end other places to
settle down in Bombey with the promise of all facilities,
Alreedy in 167071 the menufacturs of calicoes was going
on in Bombay under the supervision of English merchants, 5!
The company asked the Surat sgents to encourage the mermufecture
of calicoss at Bombay.®2 In a letter of 1674, the Bombay
factors informed the c@#m ‘tohat due to a fire at Cheul,
it m almost ;M.att:oyéd and ﬁoat a.i the artissns wers
coming over to Bombay, thus increasing its production
'potcnt1a1.65 in -456?5. the Rajapur factors had a stock

of Re,70-80,000 which the 'Bombay Gensrall' expscted

them to invest in the purchase of 'dungarees’ and brosd

rapers Recaiveq (1%90?1)0 vol. 4 Ppe 115, 15@%1(1668"69).
vole 3, Ppe. 168«9, The factors wers so optimistic

that they even expressed hope that '4in s short tine

you will have a good ship laden only with the produce

0f your Island Bombay's They informed the Company,

' the manufacture of cloth gou on very hopesfully,.

laat year there was some stop for want of loomes, which
since we have supplied thee with from hence :
{Sually Marine) end they have alsv procured from other
plﬂﬂ.ﬁ; (1669"‘71). vol. bg Pe 115,

62 W (1664+67), vele 24 Do 103) '4ees We also
W , have you, as soon as may dbs, to put the inhsbitants
upon making of such calicoes, as they are capable 0f.eey
v cormend this to your especiasl care for that we
would very willingly have some manufacture under our own
Gwment,—inct' .

63 Zbid. (1673-75), vol. 6y Do T30

{
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and nerrow !'baftas' ﬁ" ‘By 16808 very good quality cauooeu
were bei.ng pmduced st Bonmbay which were even better than the
produce of Surat am could be made of my length and widtn, 63
The mamzacture a: 81k had also improwd as thc artisau
knew tne art of dygmg, mmg and wammg. It wan not
aurpﬁsms that the English Eaut India cmpany which was

| sr'eatly m*ereatea in the trada of the Kems:an, wented to
make Bombay, the headquertura of i‘..ts 'tradﬁ with the Western
coost of xmza since most m’ thu wm cmodhien wers
available neax- the port towns %hemselvca. ‘

‘ o *rm &'mtem Deczen had many inportant centres
engage& in textile production of verying magnitude. The
most important cenires wers, of course, Doulstabads
Aurangsbad end Bijepur, There were mmerous varieties of
cotton goods, cheap s well as éx;':msiw, ihich pasgsed
through different stoges of dleaching, dyatng. printing
and pam;ug._ Tav,armwss and J aux-damm mk; nnrmma

64 ,.;% o Pe 140, o -
- 65 Ibid (1689~90), vol, 12, pp. 2021,
66 Tovernier, vol. 1, h ) ma, pg"“z’p

67 m&m 18 »’ el ) MBI SRR _: 1 L 'd. wq Foat“’
Hakluyet 30016 Ve 15, : tnls cittie
doth abound in na!xing et tina hattalca, bairanes
(fine cotton cloth), serabafts, r.i.ch tm‘bam end
girdles of ailk am gold' ., :
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£0 the mamifacture of cloth at Burhanpur and Aurangsbad,
While Aurangabad was fanous for white cotton cloth and
8ilk stuffs, Burhsnpur's fone ley in its fine white and
printed cloth, A perticulsr variety of ealicoe being
#Mueed in the coity of Bijspur, is nentionsd by
ﬁm@&.& Similurly, a type of fine cloth was manufactursd
ot Daulatsbad,59 There wers other anall urben centres
around Aursngebad mch_aﬁwiaused in the production of
cotton goods, Among these Jalna and Anbad were fanous

for muslin while Paithan produced fine cloth, Junnar,

in Atnednagoy suba was emother importent region which
participatod in the téxtile production of ocur region in

a2 big way. Fryer noticed the production of suslin end
conrse chintz at Junmar.’® To the sast of Ahmednagar we
hed Bhir, es & centrs of production for suslin. In the
 Bijapur territory, in Kolhapur there was production of good

68 Hemcsi, vol. 111, M., . 437,

69 Abdul Hanid Lahori, vol. I, Badshannems, ed.
Kabiruddin Ahmad and Abdur Rahim, 2 w LS Calcuttm
857‘721 Pe 501,

70 Fryer, vol, I, op, gites Pe 344,
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quality cotton-yarn worked by skilled artisens.’’ Further
east of Bijapur, muslin was produced at Sager. Some
cotton stuffs were produced ﬁt Hubli, to ths ¢ast of
Goa. T2 | R

. Thus craft production in our rogion was to a
great oxtent based on the manufacture of various types
of cotton stuffs. These were the products which spart
from satistying the local needs, catered to the export
roquirenents of the region, But the various other articles
of dally necessitien of the populace were slso produced,
Among these may be included potteries and utensils,
building materials, and tools and implements, etc, At
Chaul, desks snd tebles of blackewood, inlaid with ivory,
_were nemufactured.’> The fact that Ahmadnager, Aurangabed
end Bijepur were centres of royalty and there were ottm"
prospercus port towns in the Konkan, clearly pre’mipponéa
& 1ot of craft activitics in the region. There ware many
artisens working on metel, leather and wood in different

71 EEL (1655+60), p. 241,
72 EBFIL (1668+69), p. 270.
73 Cagetteer (Thana), 9R.Sites Do 358,
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aress.’" A significent development was the growth of
paper industry in Junner region awing the second half
of the seventeenth centrry., FPryer noticed that paper
wos being made from cotton rags which were first soaked
in woter, beaten ond brought into the form of paper,
these were then drfed in the sun and polished.”

Thore were slse large industries like those
of ship-butlding snd mining, The two most important centres
ot ship«tuilding wvere nmm"& and Gea’! Kalysn«Bhiwandi
was another important centre. Ehon Pplaces werse adm‘m.y
auppiiad with timber produced in these regions. In e
subsequent chapter we will see iheir relevance in and
contribution to the commercial structure of the period,
Shivaji gave great encouragement to shipsbuilding industry
and erected & large flest of more than one hundred vessels.
The Decesn kingdoms also showed kesn interest in shipe
_building as they had their treding interests.

P . _ - N

75 Dells Vall&; 1?01: kI .‘@.ﬁ 37?; see thlu skill is
likewise t*tqu&nite in making ot' cabimts. or boxes, or
Trunks, or Sandighes, curiocusly wrought, within and without,
inhid with Elephant tooth, or pml, or Ebony, or Tertoyse»
shell, or wyrej thay mka excellent cups, anﬂ other thlng-
of Agate, and corme

7% Fryer, vol, I, ﬂsww PP« 334, 35182,
76 EFL (1634+36), ppe 13739,
77 Ibid. (1624-29), p. 260.
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Diecnond-nining was also carried out in the
Deccan. Though more important mines were 1ocated in
the Qutud Shahi kingdon of sastern Deccen, thers was an
important dismond-mining centre at Raclconde in the
western Bmm.m There vas a system of leasing out the
mines ie merchants By the king on the payment of certain
amount, who in turn employed miners. Among minerals, sai‘l; |
and ssltpeter were also produced in the rogion, Salt was
produced near Gaa.79 The region around Hubli produced
saltpeter.50

This survey of production centres of our region
‘may not be teken es complete. But the nature of our sourcs
material is such that most information which come to us
are generally about the urban places or places situated
along the trade routes. The interior centres of production
spread out in remote villages are often not mentioned in the
contenporary sources, but they were not less significent,
eonﬂdex*ms the requirements of a vast population,

78 H., Fukazawa, in -‘:. ] -.:  Econopic History of Indl
vol. 1, #d, Tapan R ghurl and fan s
Cambridge, 19823 p. 3'"00

79 Ceareri, gp..0i%¢s Do 190,

B0 EEX (1668<69),. py 1133 (1646-50), pp. 53=54,
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It has to be noted that many of these places
wvarg linked with esch other snd to the port towns through
direct end welledefined trade routes. On the Konken coast,
there was a route linking Bassein to Demin®? Another trade
route storted from Chaul snd came up to Goa, passing by
Dands Rojepuri end Dabhol and through Redpur."% Goa was
gim linked to Bijapur through a direct trade rmuﬁ’
Rﬁybagh, the msjor pepper mart of western Dsccan lay on
this route. Bijepur was linked with trade route to
Hyderabad®® in the esst and Abmednager and Aurangabad in
the north. Aumngabaa” and Ahmadnagar were also linked
t0 Hyderasbad in the easgt., In the north there were two
trade routes, one comnecting Aursngebed to Surat,f® end
andier to Agra, via Burhanpur.®? When Helik Anber invited
the English factors to Almsdnager kingdom to settle a dispute

81 Abbe Carre, vole 1, SDeSiSes PDs 17276,
82 Xbides PP. 202+7.
83 ZIbides pPpe 222428,
Bl Ibides PP 172*760

85 Taverniocr, vol. 1, m.. PP 5!46, 1485 Thevenot, gp.cit.,
PP+ 10810, )

. 86 Mi PDe 1‘32“63' Thﬁ'nnat, Wt 502+3,
87 lbides Pp. 5865,
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invelving plunder of an Englieh caravan, two factors,
Robert Jeffries and Nicholas Crispe took a route from
‘Chaul to Junnar and then to Ahmadnager via Daulatadad.®®
So it seens that apart from the reguler trade routes,

there were other smaller routes linking d@t:erant placss
in the Deccen,

88 EFL (1618~21), Introduction, xxxii.
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CHAPTER II
PATTERN AND REGIONS OF TRADE

‘ The aignificance of the region comprising the
Konkan end the Veatern Deccan in the commercial structure
of the seventeenth century, lay both in its own potential,
as a *manufacturing, collecting and diatu&utins centre',
as well as in its eapae.ity to attract foreign merchents to
its coast. The-ports of the Korkan not only ascted as
entrepots for its hinterlend production centres dbut ware
elso vitel for the ships from the Scuth East Asia heeding.
for the Red Sea ‘and Persian 'anl.f region, and vice versa,
The inability of the merchant vessels to finish their Asian
voyages in one season thus, mede it pertinent for them to
rost on the Konken ports, like Vengurla, Gos, Chaul and
Dabhol, After the procurement of provisions and coming of
the favourable season and wind pattern, they used to ship
towards their destinations.

The seventeenth century was serked on the one
hand by e decline of the Portuguese in the Indisn waters,
end on the other, by attempts of the Dutch and the English
to step into the void created by the slackening of
Portuguese cantrbl- There wns algo incessant warfare
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among the Deccan stetes. The attempt by the Mughels to
extend their away over the rich tracts of Deccan, added
ancther dimension to this acene. Sh,:l,vna.t was making

inroads into the Konkan territories after the 1650s and

the 51d1 of Janjira was also actively fishing in the troubled
waters. It will be seen that during thia time political

- control of different regions, changed honds intermititently
from the Mughals to Rizim Shahs and Adil Shohs end with
Shivaji. This political disequilibrium had its impact

on the trading pattern within the Konkan. Abbe Cerre, the
French traveller vigiting Raybagh noticed a general decline

" of trade in the region due to constent fight among rival
factions after the fdeath of Adilshah 11} The Mughal«iaratha
contest during the middle of the sevanteenth century also
céused considerable demage 10 trade especislly in the regions
of Poona, Junnar, Udgir and Ausa as many villages were
burned down and lemm.z Two very inmportsnt ports of the
Konkan, Rajapur,> end Chaul® hed considerably lost their

‘d _ - " . . N N

1  Abbe Carre, Op. s DDe 23334,
2 H., Pukazawa, in Zhe Cembridge Ect c Higtory o2 1
vols 1, ¢ 1200-175%0, ed., Tapan 'azchmd!mu and

Irfon Hebib, Cambridge, 1982, pp. L76=T7.

3 B.G., Gokhale, "English Trade with Western Indis",
Journal of Indien History, vol. xi, no. 2, 1964, p. 333.

4 W (1673«75), vol. 6, p. 62, '4ss About
three in the afternoon receiving advice that Sevages was
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prosperity by 1662 end 1674 respecuvel‘y' owing to
Adilshahi-Mughel-Maratha fightings and Portuguese
deprodations. There were also occasional famines in the
Deccen, such as those of 163031, 1655, 1682, 1684 etc.
which devastated the crop and depleted humen populstion,”

| But 1the vars end fanines ﬁsﬂ not exclusive
for t&e ﬁécaan only., Thsy 4id affect, té stng extent |
the pattern of trada in other regions also, Horeover they
were not constant factors in Deccen history but came as
passing phases, Once the troubled days were over, people
tended to get back to their normal economic life either
by settling down with their old professions or migrating
to new locelities.

Hence we shall see thot inspite of occesional
politicel disturbances the Konken hed s fairly welle
developed trade during this period, Here a brief account
of the commercial importsnce of different Konkan ports snd

returned to Rairy from Chiblone, departed thence to
Upper Chaule, a town belonging to the Rajah about
two mile digtance from the Portugsll city (Chaule),

and was in former times s grest mart for all sorts

of Decoan commodities But now totally ruined by the
late wars betwixt the Mogull and sevagee, whose Armies
have plundered and laid it waste.'

% Irfen Habibg Lh

i ey s pm
o ey .
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1ts hinterlend should be given to help us grasp the
trading pattern of the region and analyse its nature.

The land areas or the hinterland corresponding to the
Konken, largely comprised of the two kingdoms of Ahmadnagar
and Bijspur. The Nizamshahi kingdom of Ahmadneger was &
flourishing centre of trade, V¥Writing during the early
years of the sixteenth century Barbosa says, 'it has very
good sea ports of great trade in the goods used 6n the
mainlend, the chief being Chaul in Kolaba about thirty miles
south of meay.?& Da Barros describes Chaul es & city
which in population and size wos ons of fm most important
of thet aaut.'? Its isportance lay on account of its
excellent poaition aa an entrepot for Maleabar and Cambay
ships, Linschotten who came to India towsrds the fag

end 6f the sixteenth century noticed Chaul ahips going to
the 'Redde Ses' or the Straites of Mecca'.®

| The moot important port in the Northern Konken
was Bassein which was under Portugucse possession. It
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was a flourishing commercial centra and the Portuguese

had esteblished a foctory there. Thers was frequent
movenent of shipa from end to Bassein from the coastal
preas, end vessels brought from Malsabar mam CO00N,

and apm:." Towards the ¢close of the sixteenth century
it iz mentioned as 'one of the places of most trade in
corn and rice on the coast'.'C The ploece is called 'Bussy’
by Abdul Fazl, ‘o city and an emporiun like Daman, Sanjen,

. Mehim end Tarspur, sll five of them being in the possession

of Buropesns through the negligence of the Mughal
ofticera’ 11

~ Further gouth, Dabhol was the principal ses
outlet of the Bijepur kingdom. John Jourdain informs us
that froe Dabhol *two or three ships of great dburden and
far richer then those that went from Surat, every yesr
seiled to the Red Sea end two very rich ships used to go

o Ormuz' .'2  Dabhol merchants were trading in the South East

9 Barbozn he Book of Duarte Barboss, voi. I, An Account
of the rics Border he indisn Coean ang the
ﬂ.nhammu. trans, ngwrth Dames (London, 1918, 1921),
2 vols. Ds 68,

10 Ralph Fiteh Cazettaar Ol Bambay
(Thons) mm?uhay, '4882), vol. Xivs De

11 Gaszetteer, 00.5ites P 28,
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Asia also as we are informed by Niddleton, *the fourth day,
came other ship of Dabul, which landed at Achin with Peppers
these three great ships delong a:n to the Governor of
Dabul, who 1is a Persian, and a great :amhaut.j”_ In 1611
the English East India Caspeny included Dabhol in its
schane of eatablishing commercial relations with the Western
coast of India., Middleton visited Dsbhol in 1612 and was
welcomed by the Governor thers.'® 1In 1617, Sir Thomas Roe
also wrots & Iettnr to the Governor of Dabhol asking him
to stert trade with the English.'? 1t was thought to be
@ valusble place for their trade with the Red Sea region,
It could also be useful for the: in case of troubles with
the Mughal suthorities. Thers wos even a proposal to shift
the Surat factory to Dabhol,'® Though these proposals aid
not materislise. In spite of their unsure position at Surat,
its coomercisl importance for the English weighed in favour

A i ey

13 thui. ‘

s gg Hlddlatm‘n Aenmt). vol. 3
mw, 5)e Do 150,

(Ratnagiri) (Bombay, 1562),

od, Mac

15 B.&. &okhau. ‘Engnsh Trade with Vestern India (1650-1700)"
' 3 storys part I‘I. 1%‘!9 Pe B3

16 (Rntnagari). o5dtes 1543 *In conssqusnce
%ﬁﬁ' 8 honwabl‘ggtroammt of the Mokha Junk,
the Covernor of Dabhol, offered the 1ish fraee u'ad..
and as their position in Surat was most uncomfortable,
they thought of rewoving to Dabhol (1616), 1In 162&. thers
wes again a prmm to move to Dabthol trm Surat'.
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of retaining the factory thers. Ancther factor hampering
the sbove miggestion was the Portuguese hostility. It
was only sfter the conclusion of the convention of Goa in
1635 that the English could establish trading relstions
with the Adilshahi dominions.’’ During the 1660s Danda
Rajepuri wes suggested by the Company as another probdable
place to shift the Prestdency.'®

Jaiﬁnpur ma Vengurls wers other very importsnt
sea ports. of tht Kankan Jaitapur m in fact the ses.
mm of aaaayw which was temwu for its muslin, indigo
( anﬂ ww. It cmmded eensmemblg isportance and vas
. thought of as the best place awey frem both the Mughal
and Dutch influences, In ‘3633°39. the First Free Traders
or the 'Interlopers’, the association of Sir Willism
Courteen established s factory st Rajapur.'? Afterwards
Courteen's Association was incorporated into the Eaat India
Company end the factory at Rajapur continued as before.
The French had alao gstablished s factory at Raaamw in
1667,20 ‘l‘hc English fectories refer to the good terms

Wa—

17 EEX (1655-60}, Pe 233,
18 Papers Rsceived (1661-64), vol. 3, p. 15

19 mmrmtn State Gazetteers (Ratnegiri), m.
P~ ,

20 Znid.
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prevailing between the French factors end Shiveji at
Rajepur in the 16708.2' Abbe Carre, a French man, passing
through Rajepur end Chaul was treated very civilly by
Shivai's men. Vengurls where the Dutéh had their settlements,
was pore important becmuse it could provide provisions for
the Wm ships. It is referred to as s !large town:
half o league along the coast, with one of the best rosds
in Indie, vhere asll the vesseles that come from Batavia,
Jopon, Bengel, and Ceylon, and those ’bam.zor Surat, Ormus
and the Red Sesn, both coming and going anchored both water |
and ric& hemg axcellent', 22 Vaagurla was a:lw rmted tor
‘good quality sptces, end cardemoms it produced and which
were difficult to get enywhere else. It was also famous
for its coarse cloth and Hemp matting that served for
packing govds, 23 It had thus emough at‘traestwn for the
overseas ships coming on the western coanst of India,

Most importent of all ports, mﬂ*, was the
Portuguese possession of Goa, Besides the major role which

24 (1%8-69); Pe T3 " oeothey {the French) have
led at Rajapur snd have aet S » who havs them
sone mﬂgla*mea and Lirpan to trade m in all his
p .

22 Tevernier, vol, I, gp,cit., DD 148=0,
23 Ipid.
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Gon play;ad in the aammial structure of the seventeenth
century, as a port of call end embaﬁaﬁm; it mé also

a centre for ship~bullding industry. The references to
Goa, its cosstal and overseas trade are jeattatfad all

over the Ezignah Factory Records. During the seventeenth
century vhen the Portuguese vere losing ground to the Dutch
end the English throughout the Asien world, Gos remained
firoly under the former's control and was the most invalue
able gem of Portuguese Indie, ‘ '

The transfer of Bombay to the English in the
16608 end its subsequent rise after 1670s and 1680s was
a watershed in the commercial history of the Korken. The
politicowcoonomic si@s&fméme of the scquisition of Bombay
wos great. Weile it wes the first territorisl possession
of the English in Indie, it acted ss a bullwark against,
as plso on escepe fyom the Mughal authorities, It could
alsoc be used &8 n baam sgoinat the Porituguese and the
Dutch in times of emergency. OGreat interest end concern
,wns shown by the Epat Indie Company ¢o develop Bombay as
a commercial centre vlth its owm produéﬂm by encouraging
the artissns to settle on the uatnland.m Its fortifications

-

=) , § {1555"“79“); vols IA, p. 10.
tu oes ve havr given all the
sncouragensnt we can and we pray you to assure yourselfes
that you will have in tinme consideradle quantitys of
cloath made there, The silk weavers from Chaul wee

have alsoe suited, some whereof are allready come over

£0 USeee'$ Alﬁ@ soe, W (1665‘57).%1:2.
Pe 105,.04+ "800 wee would have endeavour to incorage

the Natives, that are there and invite others to coms
thither, and to promote the making salt, and the raising
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wera provided, ship-bullding was cncouraged and incentives
were given to banies to come end settle in Bombay. The
significent growth of cotton trade in ?g:mbay) started

. afterwards vhich does not come under the scope of the
present atudy.

. The commodity composition of the Komkan for ita
overseas m coaaﬁai trade was t0 o great ixtent same as
from other regions of India. There were cotton ‘textileu,zs

int2. duncorens, Guinea gituff, byrappauts,

Sallowess pautkevs, Bombay stuff, muslin, silk atuffs,

embroidered quilts, tsi;gc;zs bosiden there were available

for trade indigo, pepper, and other gpices, paper, saltpetras,

food grains, timber, ond precicus stones, ote.

1.0, ba oy |

o . - . ) —

of any other comoditiecs either by memufaocture,
planting or otherwise, that may be vendidle in
thooe perts, as well as in Europe....' (1689),

25 Diverse types of cotton textiles gre nentioned
in the conteuporary sources. Their naomes are
quite confusing and it is difficult to follow
&c pgfi:'cisa nature of svery variety mentioned

K.N, Chaudhari, I
P-,v o: -
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The aveilability of as diverse commodities as
we have noted above, spesks of the Konken's t:adin‘ poten-
tials. It vas actively involved in overseas trade to
the Red Seai Porsian Culf and the Indo«China, 3hips going
to the Persien Gulf and even to the Spice Islands used to
fouch Rajepur and Gos.2! Ships being leden st Surat for
England in casze of insufficient sargo, used to go to the
Konken ports to fetch export commodities.”® Della Velle
tells us about the arrival of ships et Chaul from Muscat
end Basra, 'the seme day, an *Almedia’ or small boat of
£igu) come to Goa with news of a vessel arrived there
from Muscat, and also e ship from Bassors' 29 on nis way
back to Eurdpe he even took freight on a ship which was
going from Chaul to Basra. Jourdain, during his stay in
Mocha noticed the pmsencé of 'Bananes of Dabull, Chaule,
Bazins (Bassein)', spart fron other places, Dabhol ships

"

27 EFI (1651-84), Introduction, V,

28 gg (1646-50), Intro, xxiv, 'In November 16%0, the
xpedition' wss sent down the Malabar coast to
Goa and Rajspur and her return with a good quant t{
of Pepper, cardamoms, snd cinnamon helped materially
in lading the 'love' which was despatched for England
at the be nns.ng of 1651, with a cargo invoiced at
about 26,000 1ib,*

29 Dells Valle; mo mgg Pe 223,
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quite frequently vigited Moche 'with Indisn commodities
very rich, with store of indice, pepper and gll other sortes
of fine coumodities of cotton wooll!, He further tells us,
' About nine of the clocke wee landed at the citty of Mocha,
where.ve fownde many shipps rydinge some of Dabull, some
of Diu, some of Chaull etc, which in jenerall traffyke
heather’ ,°C Dabhol jurks were trading in the Red Ses as
esrly es 1619 when they were attacked by the Dutch.”!

The Dutch were trying to enforce the same system of
Sartezes as the Portuguese had done earlier and hence

ceme into clash with Indien merchants. In one of such
conflicts, two Dabhol vessels wore captured by the Dutch
which further embittered the relations betwesn the Dabhol
merchants end the nuteh.?’z Linshotten who ceme to India

~ towsrds the ¢lose of 16th century noticed Chaul ships
going to the 'Redde Ses or the Straits of Mecca' .’3

After the conclusion of convention of Goa in
1635 the East India Company's agents started visiting
Dhabhel, Ra.japur, Raybagh and even Bijepurs The English

i —— "

. Spe £ite; pD. 103,

500 .
31 EFL (1618-21), p. 325,

32 ZIbid. , ’

33 Linschotten, vol. II, op. mG s Do 183,
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ships usad to call at these ports and at Jaitapur to
obtain saltpetre and pepper. The dual reason, of a rige
in demand of these two commodities in England and the |
obstructions created by the Duteh in procuring pepper
from Banten or Achin, mode these ports particularly
important for the Enguah. The Eﬁgnsh factor, Revington
established his headquarters at Raybagh in 1659 with the
promise of all facilities for trade from Rustem Zamen,
the governor of Rajepur mmmy‘ The trade was favourable
during this time as is evident from the foct that the
English factors succeeded in obtaining during the season,
more them nine !mndmd tamea of goovds, including pepper,
saltpetre, éoﬁew callicoes, gum-lac and cotton yarn.”
In o letter to the compeny in November 1659, the district
‘round Hubli, was debiarad to be 'the only suitable place
_on the whole of the Melsber coast for procuring really
good pepper at reasonsble prices' .36 The inferior quality
| u!' peppei‘ was ‘e'zpa?ted' to ¥ocha and Basra snd sold to the
Turkas and Arabs.>7 |

36 EEL (1655-60), p. 236.
35 Ibd.
36 Ibig.

57 Ibid.s p. 260,
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In the Raybagh region, the English also found
the possibility of good trede in sced-lac, saltpetre and
callicoes, But the requirements ¢f the company were not
met by the colour and dimensien of the Kolhspur and Raybagh
goods end they thought of sterting dye work :md\ giving
specifications to the ertisansg as to its atzes.aa It was
even thought of calling weavers from Masulipatnam, for
the menufecture of stipuleted quality. In spite of dise
ruption caused by Marsths depradations during the 1670s,
the English fectors could procure pepper from Rajapur.”
after unlosding salt at Debhol and picking up other ships
(*Revenge', Hunter, *Falcon') and vessels plying in the
region. They were éisa exploring the tmsas.muty of trade
in upper Cheul for silk, called 'Truggage' " by the
country people. For this purpose their merchant friend

38 1Ibide, DPe 240413 *But we must have time to provide
it decause these country people twist it the wrong
ways 50 that it must be all untwisted agein or else
bespooke right hend twisted at first.®

39 EFE (1670«77), vol.I, (The Western Presidency), ed.
Cs Fowcelt OKIOI"GQ 1 s Ps 104,

4O EFL (1668«69), pps 73«74t "where fore If you plesse
€0 enorder the buying of 20 or 2% maunds of Persia
silk (Truggagee), it will yleld 4 or l-»; rupees per
sesrs Surat; and it is supposed the weavers will bLe
able to afford these stuffes in time yet chespere...'
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Khwaje Alsuddin was sent to the Prince to obtein a ' firmen’,
' that Phaty sand Cullien, for our sekes, shalbee free for
all merchants to export and import what goods they please’ ."M
We do not know the cutcoms of this endeavour which might
have become a victin of the Deccan wars,

The Courteen's Associaticn who had established
a factory at Rajapur were having brisk trsde at the port.
They were even sending ships laden with Indian goods
directly from Rajapur to England., h2 Ships from here were
| also trading in Achin and the West coast of Sumstra,”®
Due to the uncertainties of the market oconditions trade
was not aiwvays meatﬁ.v In such conditions the English
tried to use the Konken coast as best to their advantage
as it was possible. CQuite often they would order their
shipe departing for Europe to touch at the Konkan ports
and acquire what additionsl commodities they could get at
reasensble rates. Seme policy was followed for ships

voyeging towards the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf fﬁ&iOR.M

41 Papers Recejved (1668-69), vol. 3, p. 56,

42 EFY (1642=4%), p. 103 "When the 'London' gasud by
Rajapur on Desember 13, Couteen's ship 'William' was
lying there rasady to set sail for England, with a
c:irgg of pepper, saltpetre, cinnamon, cardsmoms,
atlcs

4% Purchas, one gite, p. 154,
44 EEL (1646-50), p. 16.
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Other common practice wes to offer freight services on

English ships, to the merchants of the Konmken who wers

- interestod in carrying their goods to Persia end other

places.®® o
- Thus the Konkaen ﬁartic_ipa:ed in the overseas

trado both directly snd indirectly. At the arrival of

ships from Englend, snall vescels from Surat were sont

to different ports of the Konkan to collect goods from

the Deceani marits which wers then used for lading the

ghips for England, In the absence of quontitetive date

in the historicel sources, no definite enswer can de

given es to the volune of ennual shipments frem the Konken

coast. But whatever can be gleaned from the factory

- records, it can be reéasonably inferred that snnual overseas

shipment from this coast was considerables The English

factory records and the accounts of the Eurcpean travellers

quite clearly testify to the presence of Konkan merchants

in different t:tad&ng regions of Aalie,

The pattern and magnitude of the overseas trade
notwithatanding, the coastal trade of the Kunkan was far
more inportent during the seventeenth century. The evidence

- _

45 EEL (1842-45), p. 116,
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scattered all over our sources when pieced togother,

gives o clearscut indicotion of a wide and fiourishing
coastel trade involving both Indian snd foreign merchents
of the mgién. The coanstal trade conprised not only a

port to port irade in the EKonken tut also a normal practice
of the Konkani ships visiting ports of other coastal regions
An wegtern Indla., A fair degree of mobility and o flair

to obtain goods on the basis of ? theory of comparative
costa' is discernible in the activities of the merchante
traoding in our region. |

The Konkan cosst was frequented by' shipa fyom -
Cenmbay, Surat, Diu end Malabar, The merchants of Chaul
and Dabhol viaited Diu vherefron they brought ailk, textiles,
cotton, harses, opium, wheat m..hﬁ In lieu of this they
carried to Diu locally menufactured textiles for sale,
From Diu the mershants of Cheul also purchased fine
muslin, which was resgxported to Arebie znd Peraia.‘ﬂ At
Chaul ¢opper was also available for export to the coastal
regions which was brought there by the Malabaris and
Pormguesa."a The Malebaris were asctively involved in the

bé SQ Gapﬂl ORereae BNg ol g iy At 5l Arct LAY
and 17th’ cmtur‘ea. New Delhi, 1975, pps 1

47 Ibad.
48 Ibid.
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carrying trade botween the Konken éo’,as{é end the ports on
the Cujaret coast., In fact ¢hax§-l' s importance lay on
account of its excellent position es an entrepot for
Malebar and Cambay ships. Writing during the sixteenth
century, Barbose tells us that ' from December to March
there was a great commerce between the ships of Malaber
and Cambay, which mot here and exchanged their conmodie
ties' a“g He also deseribes how great ceravans of buuocks'
loaded with goods ceme down from the interior for the
constal trade. Mendelslo cerroborates this end informs us -
further that they went back with wheat and rice grown in
the Konken, SG The silk supply to Goa ¢eme from Chaul snd
if we hove to believe Pyrard, 1t was sent all over Indie,”"

Cther important port involvéd in the coastel
trade was Debhol. In 1623 Della Valle was a witness to a
navel skirmish botweoen the English end Dabhol merchents
in vhich the English in spite of their reverses, 'in their
£11ght took two vessels of Dabul, which were in the port
richly laden, but unprovided, which was no mmall dazmage
to.the eity’ .72 As sea=outlet of Bijspur Kingdom it was

49 Gazetteer of the Bombay Prasidency, (Konkan),
oRs Git., Introduction,

50 Ibid.
51 The Vo

52« Della ?a’llag LBy mtg Pe 70,
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importent for their horse trade which was conducted through
Goa end Diu. ‘I‘héie was an active commercisl interémae.
between Dsbhol and other ports of the Region. The English
were welcomed there to start coastal trade as early as
1618.53' Ships used to meke regular trips from Goa to
i‘)abhc;ii and laizgr on also from Bombay.

Next to Chaul end Dabhol, Bessein was the most
moi'tant port for the ccastsl trade during the sixteenth
end seventeenth centuries. A port under Portuguese
possession, Bossein wog freguented by the Cofilas, carsvan
of snall merchant ships guarded by a Portuguese fieet.>”
The Portuguese viceroy in 1586 maueé a deeree thet all -
ships troding on the western Indien coast must travel in

mm.ss Henceforth, every yeer two or three gafilag
| astarted from Gaatand come vp t¢ Chaul, Bassein, Demen
and Surat, on the way to cambay.ss From Cambay the

53 EEL (1618-21), p. 269,
84 n.N, Pearson, Herel

Now Delhi, 197

55 1Ibid.
56 HM.N. Pearson gives a detailed description of the

composition of the Portuguese gafilos based on
his study of the Portuguese sources, (9p.sit.» Dp.46=47),

i ~"'!’»"l.f"; "'. niuie f 3
D)y Filrat Ind] :
}s Pe 46,
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' frigotts' of Goa brought differont sorts of commodities
collected there from the interior merts.”! The ships
bound for Portugal from ﬁea carried the private cwgoea
brought by thess cafilas,

The cafilas vere a speciel feature of the coastal
trade ns far as Con was cememed.’a Gon being & rice deficit
ares always depended on them for thelr supply of provisions
fetched through their voyages to Ankola, Honavar end |
Hangalore, In fact the bulk of rice supplies to (oa came
fron Keonera. 99 380 much so that during the 16803 when
Sambhaji planned to fortify Anjidiv island, the Portuguese
captured it which was vital for the grain trade botween
Kanara and Goa. 60 Gon in particuler heavily depended on
Bijepur for food supplies and other dally meessiuaa.m

tne Eurapem tt‘m, ers

w&th interest this commercial practice of the
Portuguese of sending regular . as is clear
from his recording of thiz in de

58 Della Valle, 0. Sites Do 223,

Pe 3h,

60 MQ. pe 4.
61 Ibid., Pe 34,

(New Delni, 1979),
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Bijepur also supplied textiles to Goa through its ses=
outlets at Dabhol and Rejepur.52 Precious stones

which constituted a very important trade item, worws
brought from Gelconda mines via Bijspur, and so alsol
| Saltpetre for the nanufacture of gunpowder at Gua.s’
Cagfilas alszo come to Goa from Cape Canmorin, via Cochin
and Cannenore, Sometimes ihe;v comprised of larger ships
from Malacce, China, Siam, Bengal end Coromendel, with
snaller ships joining them from ﬁetzhi.n.-& Eafilag also
came from Malabar coast with goods from Southesst Asia,
Chine end the Bay of Bengel for homebound ships at Goa,
and also for other markets of the Kmk‘an.& It has been
argued thet the institution of Cafilas served Lw purposess
it provided se;mr;wy €0 the merchant vessels and profit to
the Portuguese custons musas.eé" | Though there were
instances when the native merchants tried to evadse the
Safilan as they emi with the gortagzes, to spere themselves
the trouble of paying money to the Poﬁuguese.w Della

62 Ibid. |
63 Tavernier, II, gp. git., Pp. 41462,

64 M.N. Pearson, .;:; Cenents and suisrs
(.’Galitamiag 1970) 4 pe 47,

65 Ibhig.
66 1bid.
67 Dslls Valle, IQ mcmvg PP 385—85’ 303=54,
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Valle, who visited India sem after Jourdain, found thet
the frigate of the Portuguese armada on which he was
boarding was not provided with seecmen which suggests &
decline in the wffectiveness of the gafilsg. It also
sppeers thet the mariners in Goa mostly ceme from the |
Kingdomeof Bijapur. %0 |

The Konken area had extensive cosstal trade with
Surat during the seventeenth century., Surat ships used
to make southward trips to the Konkem ports in the search
of export commodities. The Portuguese coastal flects from
Gon made annua;;. trips to the ports of Gujarat and carried
& large ‘mapértmﬁ of the merchandise exported from the
provinee, particularly cioths.sg Indigo also formed an
importent item of trade with Cujarat. That the Goa-Gujarat
trade wes quite significant is apperent from the following
report sent by the authorities at Goas "the disturbances
in Gujarat where the natives have rebelled against the
Mughal hsve token a heavy toll of the revimues of this
Portuguese state of India, because the vaniss (baniss) were
the ones who patroniged most cur customs* .70 In 1644, an
Englich factor wrote to the compeny, "As letters recently

68 Ibides pe 955 Hadiaval Gops R Sites Do 34
69 Pearson, 0Op. mtg‘PO a97. l
70 Medieval G0as 2R Cites Pe 28,
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received from Goa brought no newe of the arrival of the
*John' ¢n that coast it has now been determined to send the !
*Hart' to Rajapur to fetch cardamoms end pepper walting
thero, o5 they are wonted for vledtng the ‘crispiana'”.”

In another letter they writes "On Jamuory 25, the 'Hopewell!
returned from her cesting voyege, bringing s lading of
Yeatehee' from Ceylon, Cinnamon, from Goa, pepper from
Rajapur, and some Cardemoma, cotton, yarn end gunny, It
was then determined to send her to Mekhae,e''2 The Eurcpe |
bound ships of the Eest India cbmpény when short of
comnoditics from the Halabar used to moke voyages to the
Konkan to fetch the regquired quentity. For this Rajopur
was a convenient place and there ere frequent references

to English merchants visiting this port end making tours

of upcountry areas in this regmn.?’ In 1644, the Coupany

71 EFL {1642-45), p. 216,
72 1bid., pe 248,

73 geatg eceiyeq (1673"75). vole 5; . 1“@3 ina
atter 0f 1675 the 'Bombay Generall' wrote to
Surat factory, "besides which wee have enordered

them near 20,000 rupces to be received at Rajapors,
soe that wes reckon they will have a stock about
70 or 89,000 rupces vhich wee hope they will
invest in good Dungerees, Broad snd narrow Baftas,
end that they will gpt then seasonably ready
‘ st the next ships arrivalj wee desire you to

vice us the quantities and qualities of such :
gooda, sz wes shall want from Rajapore, that wee
may govern ourselves accordinglye...”
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is informed, "as the *Discovery’, which arrived on November 3
brought only & 1ittle pepper from Malabar coast, the
Dolphin' was despatched thither on the $3th to procure
cardemous and borax at Rajapur snd cinnsmon at Goa ceee

She 15 now fully leden for E,nslmd-..u'% The English
factors from Surat factory invested in Rajepur markete for
the purchase of pepper ste, ;75 especially when the Raybagh
y&ppa? rose in esteem in England occasionad by its none
aveilability from the Southeast Asta., President Breton
wrote t0 the compeny in 1646, 'under instructions fyon
Surat, 5000 rials were left at Rajepur to Purchase pepper
at Reybag, where the price was 113 pagodas per *gunny®,!70
Fron 1640 onwards English ships were meking regular trips
to Rajapur and ita sarketa to procure goods for its overseas
and coastal trade, -

Goa thus occoupied the place of an entrepot for
 the Konken region, its importance not dus to its own emports

?& m (16&2-&5). Pe wr.
75 m (1646-80) , pp, 16, 34, 203, 277 and 327,

76 Papera Received (1673-75), vol. 6, pe 133, Acco
o Moraland' s caloulations , 6000 pagodu‘ nﬂ ¢
to 20,000 Mughal rupees (From Akbar %o Ny
First Indien £dition, New Delhs ’ 1«-, 2)e
Hence 10 *pa csm' ma ?proxmuly uqun. to
33 rupses. The value gumy' varied from 9-12
upunds, This rote grevunad during nost of the
17th century with aiight varistions.
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But bBecause of its position as a collecting end distribduting
centre, The produce from a large part of Indis, including
the wostern Deccan was brought hers as cargoes for the
home-bound shipse or to de distridbuted along the west coast,
These lerge homeward ships were called carracks which
collected the merchandise brought from the interior by
the small coasting cmﬁ.w The merchants generally
acquiesced in the aystem for security ressons snd waited
for the escort thus pmidea. Thus almost the whole trade
of the yesr between Cambay, Goa and the Konkan ports was
conducted in large convoys which sailed two or three times
in the season bDetween September and May. Moreland
calculetes that the convoys consisted comonly of from
200 to 300 erafts, which varied from B00D to 120,000
tuns, amounting to en ennusl traffic of about 20,000 to
30,000 tunss 7

The problems t&ccd by the English East India
Conmpeny in its relations with the Mughals, Portuguess end
the Dutch, had gradually made 1t congcious of the need of
an independent territory on the wextern coast of Indias,
Such an acquisition would not only provide them some
revenue for their Eastern trade thiough customs and
transit dues, but would also serve them in good stesd in

78 W.H, Morelend, India ot the
(ng 192Q); De 200,
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times of conflicts with their adversories. ZThe tranafer
_ of Bombey to the British crown end subsequently to the
East Indis Company came ot an opportune time. It boosted
the coastal trade of m cﬁmpmy as well as the Konkan
region, In 1662 thias was recagaxud by Gary when he wrote:
+ #1¢ (Bowbey region) reaches nearly to Thana, a towns where many
silk stuffs and rare scrutors and cabinets are made’ $ and
on its btrink stands a place cnlled *Callien Biumdy' (Kalyane
Bhniwandi) where all the commodities of Hyndosstan, Deccen,
and Goa)eondalh may be trought down more facilly end att |
‘fory lescer charge then to Surratt or Combay. 30 Bowbay
might de very profitable to His Majesty, if he were to
appoint agme personsg o nanage the custons house who

are well acquainted with the countey® .79 The other
Eurcopean trading in the region wera also interested in
trode of Konkan, In a letter of 1669, Gerald Aungier
informs the company of the presence of two French ships

79 [, (1661+64), p, 143, Such refsrences ars freg

" the factory recordas In another letter in 1667,
an English agent observeds "Here is great resort of
Bormians, who ere the merchants of these poﬂ'ag who
desire to build houses in this island, in expectation
His Majesty will order the trade of those parts to
this pore, which is the best harbm; whare nhipps
any 2;?” and ride safe all semsons.”, EFL (1665-67),
pt e
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which were going to Raawam

Roguler commercisl relations sterted between
Bonbay end other Konkan ports during this period and ships
were bringing timber from Bassein and provisions from other
places, The Mughal Governor of Kalysn, Abdullah Khen was
approsched to0 enter into en agreement with the English to
procure Deccen goods from Bombay,.m There was &ven attenpt
by the Bombay factors to open trade with Aursngabad who
sent Richard Adams gnd a troker, Narayan Shenvi to Jumnsy
to obtain passes for the safe conveysnce of the goods they
" ook with then through Shivaji's end the Mughol ermies,52
The goods carried by them included 'lowspriced porpetusnces
and othey cloth, as well as lead and iron, which it was
hoped to sell for cash or barter for tinmber, or other
derchendize nesded in Bembey' .53 Pryer also visited Junner,

- eived (1669‘71); vols by pe 291,
"Here are now 2 Fronch ships the one of 600 tung; the
other of %00 tuns..., thelr goods for Burope consist

of cloth, Drugs, indies, cotton yarne...and in the
way teke in pepper end their Dryed tient.

81 EFI (4668+59), pp. 65, 73«74,
82 m (1670.77)0 vol, :y Pe 106,
83. Ibid.
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apparently to treat the ailing wife of the Covernor,
Mukhlis Khan, but with the intention to explore the
possibilities of trade, emd a droker, Runchund (Rem Chand)
stertéed_ me trade in the region for meay.sz‘ Bombay
vessels were carrying cargoes of merchants and making
freight voyages to cmbay. Dabhga-’l and Ra,japm'.as The
French wers slso regulerly trading in the region and the
letters record the capture of a rich French ships by the
'Mnl&haria.as In return they brought pepper and other
commodities from these oreas. The trade in Bombay rose
during this period and by September 1675, when Auhgl,ar
left Bombay, he had increased the reverue by about 67,800
xerafing ax- over £ 5,660.87 Bombay merchents werse
encouraged by him to trade with adjacent ports and Mokha
in smell vessels laden with broedcloth, lead, iron guns,
coco-nuts, colr and rice.%® Heo even himself participated
in these venures, and gave dbottomry loans to uarchants.ag

B84 1Ibides p. 131,
85 Ibides, p» 1043 Involved in thig trade we hear of

neme of such ships es 'Ketch', *Malabar Coaster',
tMayboom' , ete.

86 Wf (1671<73), vol. 5, pe 43 "they have
also taken a French 'Holgh' laden with Treasure and

s for Rajapore and a Dutch Jounke dound from
ochin to Surratteese”

87 ibid., Xerafin was the standard Goan silver coin, and
roughly equal to Rk, 13,

88 EFI (1670-77), p. 131.
89 1bhid.
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The trade in Bombey, however, was still in a developing
stane. Difficulties faced by the merchants were many owing
to the fact that the lsland was vulnerable to the competing
forces around 1t, The 5141 of Janjira, the Marathas under
Shambhajl, the Dutch and the Portuguese, all posed dengers
to its security end emmial 'viahtuty.m Neverthelasa
towards the close of our period its commerce had risen
congiderably and it was considered very valusbdle for thef
Engush East India Compeny' s interests in the Esetern Seas,
In Janvary 1684 Keligwin estimoted the population of Bombay
at 100,000,a considerable sdvance on Fryer's estimate of
60,000 in 167521 1te trode, hwe\frér, declined during
1678-81 ond menufacture of ¢allicoes for the coupeny was
discontinued in 1661.%2 put there wss again revival of
trade after 1684, In Februsry 1687 the Engiish East India
Company Msﬁed orders to the 'General and Council of India’,
te lond al) ships going homeward at Bﬁmbay end not from
Swally Marine.?® Trade was picking up here from now onwards
and the foreign merchents wore encouraged to flock thers.

e "

ad ‘1&5“88)' ch 11. PPs 1‘20

o1 .m (16?8-8&) vol, &4 (New Series ) Bembay Surat
and Malabar c&aet,'ed. C. Fawcett, Oxford, 1954
Pe Xvi,

92 1bid.

red ("&M)g vole. 1%s PDo 39«40,




The Buropesn merchants operating in our region

were conscicus of the foct that they constituted and traded
~ in only o fragment of the economic goods produced in Indie,

No doubt, the Konkan hed @ flourishing foreign trade but the
consumption needs of & vast population vhich mostly lived in
‘viuagnf. were much lsrger, *rhough evidence for this type
of generalization are hopelessly scarce, we ¢an have &
rough idea as to its mognitudes, The inlemd trade greatly
contrituted in Dringing commoditics for the consumption of
locel Duyers as well as consuners in distent markets., Part
of this trede was carrisd through coastal regions, and part
through inland waterways and road routes, The geographical
nature of the Deccan did not favour trade through inland
rivers end hence crossecountry trode o agﬁéof‘ extent ™
Gopended on overlend routes.

The collection of revenus in cash tended to
promote a closer link of the countryside with urban areas,
The latter depended on villages not only for their primery
needs « food, but, as has boon argued cerlier, for many
of their consumption requirements of manufactured goods,
Our aources give a clear cut picture of markets for such
coamodities in all places down to a soell villuge, It was
but natural thet Deccen which vas the centre of many a
royal powers, would attract interelocal and inter-regional
trade. Ovington, Fryer end many others note the abundant
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supply of commodities in the dazaers of Gujarat. The

sume pattern was visible in the port towns and villages

of the Konken end the Western Deccan. During the late
seventeenth contury when Goa no longer had the sshe pree
eninence, it still had s rich basaar where slaves used o
#all a wide range of commodities on bdehalf of their msms.%
The higts and the gendig were the regular economic features
where requirements of the villages wers fulfilled on the
basis of regional specinlisation, Raw material for textile
manufacture in the towns as well as dyestuff, like ghay
ceme from the rurel sreas,

The - availability of provisions everywhere is a
case in point, The travellers or even the caravans of
pilgrims did not nead t6 carry foodgreins or other commodities
of daily necessities with them, for they were sasily
procuradble w&rywhere.% During the 16308 fenine had
affected Guisrat and the Western Deccen and crop had failed
in the areas around Burhampur, But Mundy was surptiaed to
find the market plentifully stored with all provisions
supplied from distent places.®® Rice was imported to
these regions sven from Bengal, while Gujarst received

96 ?mm Rayahaudmy, In Ca
Indigs op. Si%.s . 326,

9% Tavernier, vol. I, g0. Si%ss PPs 38, 298,

96 Mundy, W’u 'I‘I; Ane s of Peter Mundy,
Zraveis in 2 mzm '™ R.Ce Temple,
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some rice from the Deccsn., Ooe sent the best quality
mengoes to the Delhi market.”” Sugar, the traditional
export of Bengai, was imported into the western Deccan.
There was slso zraﬁe et butter, au end salt on inters
lmal baa&a. Trade in foodgrains cleaﬂy establishes that
there werea mplua end aaﬁczi.t areas and self~sufticisncy
was not uniferm. That thara vag no sherp upward flustuation
of prices in surplus aress dus to exports, shows thst market
integrotion had not yet resched @ high level.

Similariy twa was inland trade of textiles.
The shint oend red galy produted at Burhanpur were sent as
far as Bengai.ga v%e know that the cotton stuffs deing
produced and marketed in tha Peccen came in wery Tange,
The coargest muw cloth was also prmm and must
have been sold not eonly to the urban but rural poor also,
This noturally presupposes a trade in low quality textiles
for the consumption of eountryside.

Thus there was nced and pravelence of economic
exchonge from village to town and vice verss, as well as
from region to region. However, during the medieval times,

97 Bemter, Sraycis in the Nomud Epira, 165668, ed.
A Constable : 304) s Ds 24S

o8 Hundy cite, Vol 11, 362, 3713 alno see Pelasert
Rego . .j_ ' %ran; L ‘ o:'elmc’i agnd P, Geayl, as ‘
gir? 8 nd&aj cmbridge, %923» Ps 9




the coat of road Sransportation was quite high and the
rugged terraines of Deccen, not being very fevourable for
vhesled traffic, it had to depend on pack-snimsls to a
grest extent. The spatisl features of production centres
and mesns of transport suggest a less developed inlend
trade compored to Gujerat or most of North Indie.

W *
S
.

In the Eonken amall scale trade coeexisted with
lerge scale commercial enterprises. The market of RKonkan
exhibited the ama'éemc of instability which was the
hollmark of the pre-podern merkets everywhare. The
difference in 'p:miaw due to reglonal varistions facilitated
" trade on the basis of 'empmtiw costa's, The significonce
of the market lay in the definite favoursble position of the
séliers, The buyers had t0 explora the markets, the
production centres end to fix up prices and Bpeéiﬂcuﬁm
eccording to their requirements. It was not the Indien
artisans or the mafehmtsﬁ mhién, to find ocut duyers of
tﬁi&r govds who wers mtﬁmé in space., Though we find
the Indien producer end the interemediory cless welcoming
the foreigners but normslly it were they who were spproached
by the latier and not the vice versas,

| The favourable nature of the seller's market,
appeared disadvantageous to the Eurcpeans treding on the
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Konken coast who frequently complain against menopoly,?®
restrictions on their trade and extortion through high
customs duties, bﬁbaﬁ m. 100 ne aifferent n‘trucmn
featurcs of the Kankaa wmy from that of Eumpc,
mtwithstem&ing. these complains eppear marﬂuous. Atter
all the Ewopeans themsolves mpmsenteﬁ respective
monopolies of their nations in their own markets and now
wanted the seme privilege in Indion wnters, 101 1¢ was tnis
tendency that they tried to bypass the Indisn middlemen
from the commercial structure, <+t was not within their
means to do s0, thay could realise only after repeated
experieonces. Ths lsmentations in contemporary sources ,
of moncpolistic trends,cannot be taken seriously since §t
was a ¢compon feature in nedieval neritime Europss Even in
India the English Eest Indie Compeny resented any private
trading by its agents or groups such ss the 'Interlopers’,

09, EFL (1685154}, p. 252,

100, {1646~50) , pp. 186 2842, 256
%& @M{ﬂ Laaias) 15t 235; 13 A
(16 D‘77 » F‘Pt

101 .W.ii. ﬁareland, :)r«*

As even Moreland wq i chroughout - period
*the wonopoly was om of thq most important fects

of the world's commerce and the lsrge expenditure

incurred on its scquisition could be regarded as a
thoroughly sound investment',
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There are series of lettars condenning private trading by
English merchants as it cut into the corpany'e profit. 102
‘Moreover, the Indian markets wers en advente over thes in
the sonse that héra- there wag absence of such monopolistic
trading companies as we f£ind i.fi contenporery Europe., The

individual Buropean trader could carry out his trade undertekings

with almost the same level of froedom emd assurance which
vere available to o merchent of the Konkam coest. In
prectice they were rather encouraged to pursue trade snd
gacilities were given 0 them o open ‘,ﬁaétwiaa in ploces
1ike Rajepur, Dabhol and Vengurla. Their interests were
threstencd only when they ceme into direct eonflict with
the officials of a port city or when they irked some
influentisl noble of the region, | |

| There 1s too much emphasis on the so-called
bribes, given through gifts {piscash) of luxury goods,
to the Hughal aristocracy or the port officisla from
time to time to seek trading -emessicm.ws This we
think, would be included in the overall cost of their
investments in trade frow which they derived so auch
profit, c:ontrary‘ to suggestions of losses due to extortion
102 W {1661-6&). vol. 1, Pe 18.
spera Recglyad (1669+71) vols A, ppe 79803 "...whose
(Bshe . bm arrsd ensed ug of the present fears
of Shivaji's invasion), but cost, the French and
Dutch end all the memhanta deare for our protection

in presents to him, which is a eivil kinde of pilunder

demanded by these greater lnbruves as a tribute due
to tﬂuﬂjao.a




s 64 3

and restrictions, the trade gave them recsonsble profit
nargin otherwise they would not have pursued trade with

such & for off place. In fact there sesns t0 bde a consistent
attenpt on the part of the Europeans to enlerge their profit
‘through their superior navel power. The freguent cepture;'™
:.af Indien merchant vessels or keeping thes cs rensom, in the
neme of secking regresses was only an sttempt to force the
Indien merchants into relying on their protection and hence
to pay for 1t.1°7 The institution of selling protection

to the Indian shippers, termed, redistributive enterprise’
has rightly been pointed out to be the result of the
axporience that *profits from armed trading were higher

than in the case of pesceful comnerce?,'®

The demand and -mxpply‘ of commercial goods was
normally maintained in the Konken markets. During the
moat part of the seventeanth centwry (from 1620 u‘pto'*!.ﬁ’ﬁc)
there was 2 rising demend of Indian goods eand supply was
matched with this, The markets of the Konkan were dynsmic

106 EEL (1681-86), ps 1635 (1646<50), pp. 306, 316,

105 @ (16&6«»96) Pe uzg:a stgo in h:tg.tt:r tedtht
s a factor $ "We have or denyed passes
all shippin bel g to the s under the
power of the K of Vizapore, ¢ch had caused the
merchants to solicit earnestly that satisfaction
say be made.ses”

106 KN, Chaudhuri, 0. Sit.s PP« 11022,
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and reaponded to external factors of supplye. A shortage
or a glut in one market could de felt in other regions as

- well vhick csught the merchent unawsres,’®? After 1660s,
however, there was a slump in production and supply due
t6 Naraths depradations and Deccen wera resulting in
scarce market conditiong,!00 These were a perpetual
problen at Bombay especislly, which retsrded its development
as a fullsfledged commercial ¢centre. Trede was also
hempered sometimes by political conditions, the avarice

of corrupt officials, or natural calamities like famine,
The English factory at Rajapur was sven withdrawn in the
16708 dus to the umending troudbles faced by the Englich
factors though 1t was reestabdlished aftar g few years on
the fresh pronise of good treatment by Shivaji's nen, 199

10‘7 6&6-50), ;u 9#; ‘nepnrt speakn them to have
t great store of men, quantity of provisions,
of all sorts anfmaim to aug ply those
parta. tlm effects whareof wo foumnd ajapore and
Rawbagg."

108 (1655460, v 251, 354 Papara Received (1664+67),
E‘% a. PPe © $ BExpers Bacsived (1009 s VOl. &,
gn 3 Pess mh ) . disturbance hath these

testme warrs cast tm cn trade in getherall, the

- end whereof woe cannot ye‘t forses,; Sevagy being

countenanced in his rebellion by the Mogulls owne
sonn and most of the eminent wmbraws of the kingdcme,®

109 EFT (1670+77), vol. 1 (New Series), p. xii,
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The rebellion of Prince Muazzem, governtr of Aurangasbad
during the 1670s further dislocated trade ss the Mughal
forces followed the rebel desp in the Deccan, The |
situation is referred to in s letter by President Aungier
wherein he expects no revival of trede unless wars in
Deccen come to an ends 117 But nornmally the etonony revived
fagt after the ravages of war were overs

The above survey of trading pattern suggests that
the commercial ectivities of the Indien merchants in Konkan
during the seventeenth gentury cannot be categorised under
Von Leur' s characterisstion of 'peddling trade', as
elaborated by Niels mwcam.‘” The exenple 0f & fow
merchents penetrating ss for as the production centres,
only suggests a ¢lass of merchents who wore involved in
smell transactione or at best a clasa of brokers. But
there existed along with this in Indien coastal towns,
merchants of conslderable wealth who were not direoctly
concerned with the producers and who cwned lerge ships.
in terms of their capitol and the money invested by them
in commerciel ventures, they can be compared favourably
| with the highest rung of merchants of the seventeenth

110 Jbides PPs 203-4
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century Europe. Hence one cﬁn see that in spite of
' uncertain market conditions thers wers very busy ports
snd markets with large-scale as well as mmell trading,

It has rightw besn pointed. out in the eriticism of the
 theory of diversity of Indien markets thet *indepandence

of economic institutions between trading centres does not
mecswﬂy point to complets market autarchy, "“2 Othervise,
we cannot mhm Varutim in price dus to supply factors,
and the very enutma of trm ttsalt. On the other haund
there was tendaney of pﬂca ﬁuctmt&on deternined by
mply and demsnd conditions in the merkets, 1linked with
each other, which feollitated trede.'’>

Duping the seventeenth century, the demend for

- Europesans goods was extrensly limited in its nature and ‘

scope. Hence the pattern of trade was favourable to the

Indian merchants of the region in the sensa that they got

- ready sarket for the goods they dealt with while the luxury

ttfgms brought by the Burdpeans ware used by a limited

nusber ¢f people from the aristocracy. The only choice of

142 K.N, Chludhur‘lg MMW Pe 135 ‘

113 (164650 (1642+43), ps 140, There
P w ma %& nontmparn;y sources

confirming tha above suggestion, Even the Buropesn
travellers could nat&.oe this tr;nd.
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European merchants for the mmms. of Indian goods was
to bring bullion in the form of gold mnd silver. The over-
whelning inpression conveyed through contemporary sources
including factory records is one of India as a ’dumping
groundt for Buropssn gold and silver. The Buropdan trode

" on the Konkan coast was largely financed by the gold and
silver trought from the Spanish American colonies and
Jepanese mines. Ve find constant urge on the part of the
English factors, asking the company to send noney on iw.w
coming from home,''? and their compleints sbout the none
sailadbility of the English goods st reasonable prices. '’
The mwéity of money was perpetual prodles for the
Europesns s0 much g0 M they were highly indedted to the
Indisn nerchants and brokers throughout the port towns,'®
Thelr indebtedness sometimes landed them in trouble when
their credibility being low, no money was further advanced
by the mremu.w’ In 1846 they were mentioned at
Rejapur to e "indebted here 10,720 pagodas greate”

and "which deoply eateth® j*la 8¢ the rsluctance of the

CE 3 .l.L (ng)y volﬁ 3. Po ’115.

115 m (1673'-75). vole 6y pe 1343 (167%5-80), vol. 7,
Pp. 80, 9b,

116 m {1642+49) , p. 8.

147 (1642-45) , Pe 2553 L ( 161;6-50). Pe 393 "Being run
: evly on credit and aring towards the
ements of our dﬁbtl nt tm ruﬂ eﬂntm
at 155 per cent per amnus intersst,..."

118 REX (1646-50), pp. 48, 284,




t 69

indien markets to absord the European goods céutad the
probelms of commercial adjustment for the foreigners in
the native trading pattern. Since they could not affect
any chenge in the pettern of demend itself, the European
trading coapanies tried to come to terms with the existing
situstion and be a part of it. |

| !rx spite of its limited nature we do get guapml
of types of goods sought by the English factors from their
company to be sold in Indis. The commodities asked Ior in
the invoices of the East Indis Company of the year 1669
were copper (Ra.21 per mmmd)y *20 or 25,000 maunds’,
slephant testh '1%00 or 2000 maunds', sold at Rs.17% per
maund'§ Yof Tin 10,000 maund (no more in barrels but in
small piges)t, will gell in Swat at 12 or 13 rupees per
neuna' . 119 They also imported Allom, of 1000 or 1300 neund,
at 34 rupees per maund, 120 qutok silver and vamnuan ware

s Recetve 1666-69), vole 3, Pps 1712t “Atcheon
L8 here 1% or 2 rupecs sore we can get for

ym Mn such the quality caus hm in the sstemm

of this people®, 1In Gntobtr 1673, 2000 nd of Tin wes

ordersd for chhay itnau besides mz *you sald

for Suret'. (P.R. vol, 5, pp. 87-88)

120 oy "Much of it is brought froo Persis snd
m and by the Dutch which abates ita valus®,
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in demend in India but due to the participation of the
Portuguess the Dutch and the French in this trade, the
prices were Jow. It could still be sold at the rate of
Re.55 per maund.'2! Coral and lead were other imports into
Indis. In 1669, 25 chestsof coral were ordered, with
specifications of three mieties._ﬂz In the seme year

en order for '10 or 15,000 meund’' of lead wag pleced with
the compeny with the assurance of selling it at the rate

. of 12 rupecs, the double maund','23 There was attempt on
the part of Eurapgan trading companies to popularise their
'‘coarse cloth' 124 414 woolen goods in Bombey and other places
_but thay mostly failed, and the demand never rose to any
signiticant level to altar the pattern of trade during

121 Papers Received (1661-64), vol. 1, pps 171+72. "Quick
Silver, selle

, th best and in small quantity mey afford e
better rate”, ¥ ney .

122 %&A. "Last yeor it bore a great price, dut the mariet
ath  bin since glutted and with groat quantities
brought this year from Lisbon above 200 chests which hath
abated the price very much end their ships doe
yoorly errive we cammot expect the market will rise...”

Received (1669+71), vol. &, pp. 82833 In 1670
the price of English course cloth in Indis is given
as 4 rupees per yard,
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our pertod.'25 As late as 1679-80 the English agents

at Boobay were asking the Company not to send English goods
which were not vendible but only dullion. There were
ocoasions when small articles generally cslled 'rarities’
in cur sources, and Eurcpean guns were sold to the nobles
or officlala on the coastal areas but their quentity vas
hopelessly ina&nqmtag_ and this con hardly be included

in the list of import comodities. | |

Ia a zﬁeemt sﬁw&y on 5wat.135 it has been pointed
Gut thét in sp.tte of European’ & participaﬂm in trade of
Ind.lan waters, there was m much adversze effect on the
Indian merchants becsuse thers was a shiit in the nature of
trede, It $s suggested that sfter the 15808 and during the
seventeenth centwry the xm nerchants gradually lessoned
their concentration on the spice islandasg thus giving up
spica trade from Southeast Asis, they concentrated on the
axport of Indian goods to the west of Asis, i,e, the Red

aAved (1679-35) vol, 8, Pe 12, 'It is
8 mt satisfaction to us to !ina Honours
sensible of the ?-cat loas to you m amding out
such great quantities of Europe goods, whereby these
markets have been s0 ever colyed as forced to put of
soze gt less than prime cost, and others sos
unvendible a3 to lye soe long in werehouses as to
eat themselves out in time; end that you are resolved
1o increase gnur annugl stock you send m for the
future in Bulliong ... if you could proc g.ur whole
tressurs to be sent sut in Dollers u vauld
better, thay bdeing always st a astt priet. see’

%% 'Iﬁtrodmnoﬁ. ine ags Wiesbaden,
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Sea. The steple Indian export during the seventeenth
century, as we know was cotton textiles, ¥With snough |
evidence in the racords of cur period and with the fact

. th_aé parts of the Konken and western Deccan wers major
producer of certein gualitios of textiles, one cen reascnsbly
infer that a somewhst identical shift had ocourred in the
trade of the Indisn merchants hers alsc. The seventeonth
century was the climax of excellence thet the Indisn
artisans had achieved in the quality ond fineness of textile
products. This fact cemmot bs ignored while studying the
comnerciol aspecta of Konkan econany of the ssventesnth
century, Ths lster ewphosis in the letters of the East
India Compeny to its factors in Bombey suggests thet they
were very kesn on aanlepmg cotton textile s.-ndus*try %#00127
This ves only a recognition on their part of the chenging
pattern of trade during this period and they also wanted
o resp the maxinum benefit through their trade in
texulea.ma Mrcady in their invoices of 16560s the Board
of Directors of the Company wers sending orders for specified
qualities of textiles, broad white Baftas, brosd dlus beftas,

(166&-67) wols 2 1053 vol. 3
DPs 1083 vol, b, DPe 64, 1%5; 150 .’ Pe ' * o

128 Papers Recejved (1689-91), vol. 12, pp. 26-31.
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narrow Baftas ' sovaguzeees', ‘Dungerses’ snd 'Parcollses’
and ! serwunge chints* ,m,.iaB The denand for diffsrent
varieties of textiles, from Rajepur had considersbly
incressed during the 1670s es one can see from the invoices
of the company sent annuslly te its agents in Bombay.'>°

In the absence of quantitative informetion
regarding the total volume of trade in this re;t_on; bafore
‘and after the eammg of Eurcpeans we cenmot calculate with
- any degree et ewta&nﬂy. the varietions or éurtu&hmt of
the perticipation of the Indien merchants in trade end
commerce within the region, But comsidering the fact that
£111 the seventeenth century, the Europesns atill could not |
comnand the markets, and had to depend on the import of
btullicn in exchange for the Indien comodities, one may
i-mmbly assune; th@t the position of the Indian merchants
in the overall commercial structure had ressined mostly
unchanged. Moreover the factors of the trading companies
thenselves realised that in the duasy comnercisl centres of
thet period they formed cmly one of the various sections
involved in trade, While the combined trade of the regicn

N

129 m~‘1m-57,. vols 25 PP 6869,
130 Eapors Received (1673+75), vol. 6, p. 140
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remained higher thon the aipan requirenents of the
Buropesn merchents, they could not dictate trends in the
market, Nevertheless they affected the pattern and
production demand, end brought in its wake some structural
 chenges. The period was w::ed by an intense sesrch for
cormodities and production centrea. The Europeans lived
to0 inpose standardisation of goods through sample and
cagh asdvances, which we will discusa in a aubsgqumt
chapter, The Indisn merchant not only followed the
changing pattern of demand in Europe end Asis, he was able
2o secure reasonable profit for his labénn.

sow
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CHAPTER IXI
BUROPEAN COMPANIES ¢ THEIR POSITION AND IMPACT

The dawn of the seventsenth century witnessed
the concentration of a large number of Eurcpesn merchants
on the Konken coast. Hence any study of the trade end
coaperce of the.region becomes inseprably mixed-up with
the study of their sctivities in as much as they affected
or inter-scted with the native commercisl structure snd
the Indfan merchants, The Konksn had soquired & fair
degree ﬁs prosperity during the smm century itaelf,
When the Portuguese started their settlenents in India
during the sixteenth century some ports on this coast were
thely e&rly acquisitions, Goa was captured frox the
-~ Bijspuri kingdon as early as 1510, The Portuguese enjoyed
considerable freedom over the seas till the end of the
16th century when other Buropeans also stepped in,

_ Thus the Portuguese were the first group of
Eurcpesns who established themselves on the Konken coast
during the sixteenth century, They had their possessions
 4n Bassein, Chaul and Goa while sven Dsdhol and Rajapur were
not free from their infiuence.' The Konkan coast during

1 P, Joshi, "The Porw;utn on the Deccen (Konken
coa;t, 1 Gﬂ'x and 17¢th Caxturies" W
' . 1968. vol. 46, Pe 14 o
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this period had brisk commercial relations with the

Red Ses® and Persian Gu‘l.f’ region, and ships ussd to
depart from the Konksn ports laden with goods for
Portu’galf This way the Portuguese came into collision
with the Egyptiens, the Venetisns, the Turks and the
whole group of Muslim werchents, involved in thn carrying
trade of Maritime Asia, who wers subssquently forced to
acknowledge the Portuguese supremacy but not without
constent residtence and conflicts.

The structure of the carrying trade of the
region underwent considerable transformstion during the -
seventeenth century when the Dutch, the English and the
French sled started claiming a shars in this trade. From
the begiming of this century the Dutch and English
especially sought to establish trading relations with
‘Chaul, Dabhol, Ragapin- and Goag the English sstablished
their factory at Rajapur, the Dutch opensd their at
Vengurla in 1638, end the French settled themselves at
Rajspur. Their participation in the Konkan trade has

Wit . " - i

2 EFL (1518-21). Pe 325.

280 ‘d. ﬁ. FO&?&!“

4 :Ibides Pe m; Della Valle, S0 Si%ssPe 225,
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baen discussed elsevhera. Here we will sse how their
arrivel affected the native commerce, led to confliots
and alsc the methods adopted by them in thelr commercial
relations with India, | |

40 The Dutch and the English ceme to the East for
spices. The perpetusl hostility batwesn Spain and Holland
was a reuarkable featurs of the politics of late sixteenth
and seventeanth century Burope, The probibition of trade
between the Partm&a& and the Dutch in Europe anutcd
problens for the latw who decided to feteh the l#iou
thenselves from the mm east Asia. Resching thoi'l.
their objective greduslly becone the memopoly of sp\{&m trade
from Java with & subsidisry Indien trede. The anu\h

were alsd competing with them from their hesdquarters Wt

Bantan but their share was grestly curtailed due to the'
effective Dutch control df the Far Eastern region. The
Emm conpenies rm&im the mportmn of Imxm

cotton goods as the inedium of econoaie exchange in South
East Asia, only as they vied with sach other in spice
trade.’ This would, they thought, cut down their investaent
of tallion in the spice trade and also would be more

5 W.H, nmlnnd, Exg

PPo 1115 (80 OPs -2 § 79
» hatk -0

Lo
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convenient than to wait for the snnual shipping from
Burcpe. The importance of trade with this region of
India in its own right, they discoversd soon afterwsrds,
end we find the English spproaching the Konken ports to
open trade from 1618 onvards.® It would serve thes not
only for their trade with South Bast Asia, but would

- also provide diverse Indian goods for Eurcpe itself, j

4 India hed hed & long associstion with foreign
merchants on its varicus ports ond hence the Europeans
were also welcomed on the Konken coast. But the Eurcpesn
compaxnes were a totally different trading group |
representing ﬁif!ﬁmﬁ political and economic institutions |
and ideology. To then the Indian economic environment
and its commercisl institutions sppesred unsafe and
unsuiteble for pesaceful treding., They attespted to
penetrate into the market end the production centres, to
control thm; and to monopolise the trade on the basis of
their superiority on the sea. Their naval might vas,
of course, conaiderable cowpared to the Indien powers of
the tize but the latter could not be challenged on the
land, This situation, naturally led to a series of conflicts

6 EEL (1618-21), Introguction, p, 269,
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involving Indian merchents of the Konken end the
servants of Buropsan ﬁmpaa&as.'r ¥

) The conflict took many forms. Due to continuous
vexations on the sea, the Mughal authorities took sctien
sgeinst the Buropeon factories in Indien Port towns.®
The Eurcpesns retaliated by attacking the Indian ships
confiscating their goods and even burning thes down.?

The Eurcpesn policy of sslling protection to the native
shippers or allowing them to trade only sfter the payment
of certain fees, led scnetimes to evasion or resistance

by the latter resulting in reprisels in vhich the
Europesns generally had the upper hand,' They also toox
racourse to armed adventurs when norcel negotiations, ﬁith
the Port authorities for concessions, failed to bring forth
the desired aim.’! Stemning from their belief of the right

R o _ il o _ -

7 ('3518-21) Introanettm xR 296 16&6. )
§§3291 284, 288, v X ” 20

8 m (ﬂéﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ) 't ‘la, Phe 251-82,

b} 1618+21) s 324w 283 (165154) o 14
%( Vall L h?p_mo. %?’78 ' ( ' P 3'

410 Dells Valle, p. 222,
11 EEL (1646-50), p. 316,
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to special trading conceasions, they osptured the Konken
Junks going towards the Red Ses or Persien Gulf to force
the suthorities to come to terms.’® They did not,

however, alvays succeed in their aim due t0 their vulnersble
position on the isnd. Delle Valle obaerved with disspproval
the Portuguese resort to violence in their desling with

" the Indisn merchants, which he thought, would bs very
heraful for their Indien trade.’d 4

-+ The practice of enforcing the ‘sartazes svates'
by the Portuguese was foliowed by the Dutch and the
Englicsh also, The Dutch vessels were giving gartagas @
the ahips of Dabhol going to the Red Ses and they enforced
this with great lmwity.“" '?hﬂ; the Mughal Esperors
Akbar and Jshangir were forced to take ‘gariazas’ issued
by the Portuguese, the merchsnts of the Konkan must have
nmal-".ly accepted the systes as it prevailed. The
insistance of the Eurcpean trading companies to tax the
coastal end ovarseas trade of the Konksn merchants can be
‘explained by two reascns. Firstly, the balance of
Indo-Burcpean trade in which the Eurcpeans had to rely on
the importation of money in the form of bullion to obtain
12 EFI (1618+21), Introduction, xxx.
13 Dells Valle, | opLgifes pps 222424,
14 EFL (1618+21), pp. 32Le25,
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Indien oxport goods, eppeered dissdvantagecus to them.
Thus the cost of trade could be reduced by claining &
share in the carrying trade, Secondly, frequent threats
and éepﬁaah would izpress upon the native nwchmtﬁ '»
‘their wulnerability on the ses, and thus would help the
Europeans extract fevoursble concessions from their
rulers.'? Guite often this worked and the companies
achieved their objective. *

The Portuguese wers the most notoricus for
thelir 'mm’ « For m; this wes not only a source
of ingome but it mede mséib‘ii the di'nraion of & lerge
volune of trade through the Portugucse controlled ports.
The native ships were recuired to collect the license
from perticuler points like Gon, Div end Gulf of Cembay
1n India end Horsug in the Persisn Gulf, Throughout the
sixteenth century and till the beginning of the seventeenth
century, ths Portuguess control of the Asisn trade was
very effectiveand ships from Dabhol, Chmul, Gos and
Rajepir wers carrying 'gartazes’ ‘,16 Amadnagar wos
given the right to send two ships annually from Chaul to Mocha.

15 Dells Valle, 9D Shfes Ps 90
16 Jourdain, 9B, Sikes PPs 197-8,



t 82 ¢
In 1613 Bijepur obteined free 'gartazes’for six ships
to Mecca, Hormuz eand other places to be sent annually
from its port of Dabhol,’’ In 1615 & tresty of friendship
- was signed between the Mmax enperor snd the Portugusse
in which they expressed tmw mutual enmity to the
English and Dutch.'® From this, Jehangir slso had the
right to free 'cartese’ m one ship to be annually sent
to the Red Sea, But soom afterwards the situation changed
vary fast and started the process of evasion by the Indian
merchants of the Portuguese system. In 1619, one of the
reasons for the ducliine of ngmm customs st Horsus
was given es decline of customs-revenue from Dabhol to the
tune of about 35,000 pardsoss (it fell from 45,000 pardaces
to 7-10,000), 'bacause the goods eircuevented Hormuz','?
This was true for ships m Gos and Cheul slsc, The
ships from these places used to slip over to the Persisn Gulf

—

'? w-a;gnic R de Souzs, ﬂmm& New mm, 1979,
Po |

18 ._ (Ratnagirs Dist),

" S eaach ﬁu ot § in en unonyam smrm
dated 14th Fobnury 1619, on the causes of the decline
in the Portugusse customs revenue in ﬂomz.
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avoiding Hornug and the mcoaaity of paying customs thers.
The Portugusse had also realised the loss dus to armed
conflicts snd pﬂmany avoided resorting to use of force,

| The fell of Hormuz finally broke their back, Another
factor which forced the Fortuguese to sdopt a more

- restrained policy towards the native shipping was the
arrival of other Burcpeans. They feared sn sliisnce
batween the native powsrs and the new Buropesn naval
forces and hence were mors restrained in enforcing sea
control. | |

But a very interesting aspect of the ineffectivensos
of the Portugusss control was the prevalence of ingtitutionalised
corruption in their mmmati‘m.m The post of the
Governor of Hormug oy Gom was considered a very lucrative
post which was aucticned to the highest bidder. The
Konkan merchants thus got a way to pass out their ships end
goods by tribing the Portuguese aﬁzcma.z‘ Kevertheless
thely sarlier position of trading freely without such

20 Lmattm W‘-u I, ;‘it. .
indies, ed, &

Ae %iele, London, 1885,
TP %1. SThey {the ¢sptaing) hsve their own ships,
which they send to Goa, Chaul, Bengsl, Musqat end
other places, snd no one must buy oF sell, imd or
unlicad any gcods before the t:uptain. shipped, freighted
and sented Off hisg goodsse.."

21 Jourdain, gp. git., pp. 197-88,



T 84

coercions aust heve been a better one and they expressed
their resentnent in no uncertsin terms, When Ovington |
visited India, the Portuguese power, in the Konken, was|
in a decadent stage and sxcept for Goas, they had been
almost supplanted by other Emym:.m The thres msjor
Buropean companies, the Portuguese, Dutch and English
vied with each other to seek concessions on the Konken
ports and hence also came into collision with each other,
The bitter rivalry between the Dutch and English is
porreoborated by the English factory m-” The Dutch
mmiy with the Portuguese was s0 intense that they
even sent ships up to Hormuz to help the Persians agatnst
the hﬁw.gt‘ They blockaded Coa many times in 1603 and
from 1639 to 1642 and harassed the Portuguese. The
Portuguese trade wos 8o much dislocated by these blockades
thet bBetween 16411644 _ < not a single carrsck could
leave Goa for Portugsl.,25 The Portuguese then tried to use
~ other northern ports of Chaul, Bassein and Bowbay but this

22 Ov:

H.G. R ,_
23 EEL (1662-45), Introduction, xxii,
24 Dellas Valle, 2p. £i%.0 Do 224,

25 Medisval Goas 2n. Site, D 26,
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entailed & lot of extra expenditure, A cessation of
hostilities betwaen the Purt\iguut and the Dutch was
raneud the next year which was observed with apprehension
by the English merchants.?6 With Goa snips free to g0

to Lisbon, the Bﬂ‘tgh competition with the Ensiiah,. in the
sale of coral at#s Europesn goods in the Konken inoreased.
Also the cinnanon m«:h the Portuguese were sarlier ready
€0 sell to the Bnﬁuh dug to the Dutch dlockade was mw
not available, 27 s:haixarly the signing of agreement
between the English and Portuguese in 1634 at Goa was ssen
with much apprehension by the Mughal officiels who were
turther instigated by the Dutch about its injuricus
effects, 20  Sheh Jahen gven contemplated ousting the
English if the Dutch were ready to teke ﬁmﬁ,__place. The
Dutch also sent their envoy, Van Twist, to Bijapur in

1637 snd were given a fagmap to trade in the Adil Shahi
kingdom and to establish a factory at Venguris, 29

26 EPL (16&30&5) ’ znmmum, DD, m.u-m.
27 Ibid.
28 m (163“"35)1 Inmtim; 'P. xil,

29 P,M, Joshi, "The Portugusse on thc Konkan Coast"
JIH, vol. 46, part 1, 1968, )
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X The English were jealous of the predominant position held

by the Butch through theiyr large investnenta, and their
ability to bring apices from the Molucces, silver from
Jepan and s11k from China,’® Their fesr, that the Dutch
would endsavour to control the towns of the Konkan coast
owing to the declining influence of the Portuguese,.
prompted then to seck m cespion of Boumbay from the
Portuguese, -~ | | | | |

K The English, despite threats from other |
Europnm and Indien powers, were trying to develop commerce
ot Bombay $¢ meke it the hub of their treding activities on
the western coast of India. The tastm constdered Bombay
to be a much safer place and delieved that 'the sooner
the trade of Sumk'tv declines thoi sooner will it rise at
Benbay! .31 There ﬁan a demond to shift the Presidency to
 Bembay tut it was deferred lest it should arouse the
‘epprehension of the Mughal authorities at Surat. Brisk
coastal trade started at Bombay with the ports of Malsber,
Koﬁkan and Surat. ﬁuat'mpeu vere expressed for its
pmspm future in the letters of the factors written to

30 (1657-:;1) xnmtzm xlvy (1655-60)
ety (16b245], znmuetxoﬁ.p{;. i T '

31 Rapers Roceived (1668-60), vol. 3, pp. 1689,
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the coapany,’? It was the growing recognition of the
conmerce at Bombay that the company in London decided to -
gend four ships of large tonnege directly to Bombay in
1671.3 This served to boost the growing importance of
Bowbey in the commerciel environment of the period. The
factors considered the ports of Rajepur, Dabhol and the
adjoining aress as indispenssble for the trade of Bombay
where all éwta of goods could bs obtained Zor Eurcpe, as
also they could consume Kuropean commodities. X

4 The English merchants took all peins to kesp
friendly terms with Shivaji and endeavoursd to open trade
with Konken ports controlled by him. There ars many
references vhen the factors met Shivaji's agents, Neerajl
Pandit ent Moro Pendit, and througn thes Shivaji himself,

f.,: (187%73), %1. 5. Pe 137. !Yom' islend
Bombay b influence and correspondency wheh it hath

- pow and vin hava in Trode with several other ports of
India, Deccan and Malaber ports, and inland marts of trads,
as also with Mocha, Bussora, Persis, Scinde etc. laou
mu vy Gada buu.{ns prove of great advantage to Your
am"ﬁ'i for mﬁub ‘h"tdivz! meaya*:;n zmcm Orungabad,
unm, & baéb ¥, Vizapore, pore, Carvar,

nncut, with all the inland towns and

pz.aeu ot tuﬁcu.

edy 4 (1669«71), wol. &, p. t4h&, The four ships

ompeny's letter to the President at Swrat
were 'tho Gold.n Flesce', 500 tons; the 'Lyols Merchant}
300 tma; tRainbow' , 380 tonsj the '‘Mediterranean’,
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o seek favourable terms for trade.>® Though this wes
such hampered by the unsettled stote of Bhivaji's
possessions, Hany difficulties arose in procuring enough
c¢loth, pepper, and other goods to fill the ships for
Englend. The English at Bombey elso foced probliss from
the Portuguese who quite often prohibited the export of
provisions, timber etc., thus raising their pricn-""
The Portuguese tried to obstruct the growth of English
trade at Bombay by levying heavy transit duties on goods
teken from Bassein; Kerande and Thana and restricting the
export of timber and food provisions to the island of
Bombay.”® The English in turn challenged the Portugusse
trade in tobacco, It had deen a very profitable commodity
for the Portuguese Asiatic trade which was supplled from

- Brazil via Lisbon, Now the English vere selling it at
Bosbay.>! The frequent politicel instability in the nmm,] |

and its coastal areas during the last quarter of the

"

vad (1673+75), vol. 6, p. 643 EFL (1670-T71),

s W (1673‘?5)! vol. 6; Pe 95,
36 EFL (1670-77),

37 Teotonio R. De Scuxza, Hadieval Goa, £R. Sites P 23
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seventeenth century, as we have noticed esriier thus may
be said to have reduced the pasce of commercial development
whioh night heve been expected of Bombay, It seens
probable thet had the Deccan that time been in & more
settled state, the English would hsve totally withdrewn
from Surat and settled at Bombay,>® thus expediting its
rise as & big commercicl centre. Nevertheless, the company
' Aasued orders in ?aﬁmw 1687 to losd all mm goin:
howeward at Bombay insteed of Owally Marine,’® During

the period from 1673+90, the coumodity most in demend

in snglmd was pepper as is wideat from the mvoicu of
the ampmy. maugn indigo alac coumandad some rupcmt.
sapecially in the 16808.%° Frem 1690, Calicos manufecture
at meay also rose and very good quality was being produced

with the added advantege of *desired length and bresgtna'. ‘)

‘g.» aiyed (1@5-%), vOle 11 Pe 1e2, "For the
groatest part of those goods mor%ad fros thence (Surat)
proper m' Européy gre made at and is the pro gmt of such
pleces whioh are sttuated near ¢o this island

39 m.a PP 39-403 «(15&5"35’! vol. 10, e 87,

RReLER BAcKiY 4 “‘685‘88) vol. 145 DDe &‘65!
Be1090) o vol. 124 Do é

41 Papers Recelvad {(1688-90), vol. 12, pp. 20-21,
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_ % To encourage trade at Bombay during the initial
yeavs,imports and exports were allowed custom-firee, But
due to constant danger in which it lived,*® fortificetions
 had to be carrlied out, and troops maintained which entalled
‘& 1ot of expenditure. All this led the English to raise
reverue through séme means, ‘and in 1675 order wers issued
fining custons on certsin commodities. Customs on corm,
gram and timber was fixed as 2% per cent and 1 per cent
tm tha ter-sts.ficatimu; while on iron m tobscco it
was 8§ per cent pﬂ.ns 1 par cent twarde tortiﬁaatim."’
- On hersn mport there was no tex but onee snld. 34 per cant
custons was to be cmsad. 'lfhara was no customs for the
mmmg ar ﬁnpar‘tats.en of ships and vessels but they wars

. pay 5 per Mﬂt ylm 1 per cent towards fortifications

42 put to sale. “The duty on export was isvied at the

: rate of %} ?a’? cont on a1l commodities with the exception
of 'cocozmta. cairo, riah, coaﬁns, salt, cables, and ropes,
- onions, mpra’ b which wars to pay 8 per cent custoss snd

42 Tha threat to waba? vas not only due to the hoatuity l
of the Portuguese tut also from the Sidis of Janjira,
the Marsthas snd the Hughal governcr of Surat,

apers Recelved (1‘73‘75)3 vole 6y Do 1043 all these

orduﬂ mc iaid out in the declaration of Gerald
Aungler, the Dy. Governor of Bembay, dated 26 March 1675,

44 Ipig.

43
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1 per cent for fortifications, A mumber ot goedc ware
exmpteﬂ from paying anything on thqh' exports and imports,
Lees ' gold, annr; Jevels, Anber, Orecse, prooioun stms.
pearles, pearle soed, Beazer stone, murke, anber s coines
of copper end Tynn called 'ccperom and tms' 43 The
Company in its letter of 1676 did not approve the levying of
scustoms on ship-building at Bonbay, which it thought would
discourage trade thera.% A reviaew of mtms was made
after a few years. Meanwhile the total inceme at Bosbay
through customs snd taxes had elreedy increased since
its trensfer to the East-India Cmnpany.w +

% The very aature of Inde-Eurcpoan trade wes such 9"% ’
that the Buropean merchenta had to depend on the importstion
¢f cash money, in the form of tuilion or forelgn currencies,
This naturally crested problems for then due to the factors
of tine and space. The English in Kenken, thus had to wait
for the smnual shipping from England which did not always come
in time creating problemp of buying in the sosson's werket,

45 M. ,
46 Pavers Received (1675-79), vol. 7, Ppe 18-19,
&7 Papers Raceived (1664-67), vol. 2, p. 153,
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"Moreover their inability to buy contracted goods in time
entailed heavy losses as the artisan tended to sell off

his products to other merchants who wers willing to pay.

The Indian merket of the time, however, provided a suiteble ||
remedy for this t‘h‘rough the inatitution of money-lending. ”
-The English ﬁequent&y raaartea to taking loans from the
brokers, merchants and even ofﬁ.ciala.l‘s They are said

t0 have incurred the debt of above 20,000 'pagodas’ in
Raybagh“’g_ Captain Blackmon was trying to sell his goods

in Goe Road £o clear his dues,?® At Dabhol their debt

was up €0 the tune of 10,720 *pagodas greate' in 16&7.91
Sometimes, théy bm'rmrad money in anticipation of supplies
from home and hed to face embarrasment in case of its

late coming or nonearrival. Courteen's factors at Rajapur
owed large sum to the Daniqs end were 'virtually held
prisoners by their crmm' .52 Things sometimes cene

to this pass that the whole atock of a ship from England

48 Prpers Received (1669+71), vol. &, pp. 79-80.
49 EEL (1642<45), p. 288, \ ,

50 Ibid. | :

51 EEL (1646<50), p. 48,

52 EFI (1646-50), p. 39 ~/
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was taken by the merchents as sscurity for the payament of
their loans.”> In 1646, when the 'Ruth' srrived at
Rajapur, her goods for investment in the region were
seized by Parren's (Courtesn's Agent) cr&ditors.” Above
all, after a certain limit the merchants refused to sdvance
Joan until their previous dues were clesred. This lowered
the credibility of the English merchants besides creating
problems of future borrowing. The Rajspur factor in the
16608 had constant wrangle with Surat Council on this
score, They drew bill on the President and Council at
Surat which was sometimes not honoured dy the latter,
lending the factors in trouble., The Rajepur factors

were 0 much incensed by the Surat Council that they even
wrote to the Company directly, complaining of its refussl
to accept their bills, and requesting the Company to um :
a ship direct from Englend to Rajspury to be returned agein
from that piﬁc'.,p 8s one means Of restoring their | |

urat irnward Lygtter Book, IVA (1655*1701)9 !! "We
ave e«- contua ly importuned by Nezzam uum ajaby

ot whom wee tock up money in order to dischsrge our

debt by Monak Chend Vora whose bills of intersst of

11 yeares date come to 106,000 rupses. Without use our

Broker downright told us neither the Right Hon'ble Company's

nor our goods could be cleared by the custom house nor the

8 chests silver brought ashore till tho lattes' was contented,

otherwise he would put a stop on thee,*

84 EFL (1646-50), Introduction, ixex,
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aredit.” Bills were also drawn in the name of merchants
‘of Surat whose agents advenced loan to the English at
Bmwfofss

The difficulties faced on this mcmt aroused
dis&ussm ebout the msaimutin of tmdtng alternative
means, One way to ease the crisis of ready money was seen
in minting coins in the muna fectories. In 1659,
Ravington, the English factors st Rajapur strongly
advocated the establishment of a mint there after obtaining
pronises from Rustsn Zsman, the Governor of that pert of
Bijapur xmm.57 He suggested the coining of a l:.im
currency there which will "not only be current in this
kingdome' in buying, selling, ‘paying, and receiving tut
current likewlse in sm Jehma country ssong the merchants
in mnange..u*” The shroffs of Surat earned considerable
profit through ;helir tusiness of sinting, which Revington

55 M( 1655-66). Do 36&. Their yrodicemnt can be md
from this letter t0 the cong {‘ 'wes are now ed to
that extranity that none will lend us one pice of money;
if it were not for one broker, Velgy Cha
(Vaﬁi Chaunji), wee might stma, unlcas we sho sell
your plate etc, nesesmma .

56 Papers Received (1671+73), vol. %, p. B1.
$7 EFL (1655-60), p. 24,

58 Zbid.
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thought, could be saved for the company, by minting a
coin of the same value as thet of Surat -wpn._”

Imideatany these arguments did not workout
but were given seﬂm considerations later, resulting in
‘the establishment of a mint, thirteen years later, at o
Bomhay. The East India Company also evinced interest m
_ sterting a mint at Bombay, and in fts letter to the Surst
Council in February 1670, asked them 'to consider of such

& coyne an& of such sorts as will best suite with the
traffique end exchange of the ccuntry, both in bigger snd
lesger apaeim...“‘so. Evamuauy the mint which was
establiched, ran in profit, and coapsred to the price of
the metals, they definitsly fetched higher preeiua. In
1673, Aungier informed the Company from Bombay, thet by
casting the tin into 'Budgrooks', or 'Tinnys' it was sold

—

59 Ibide, ﬂ‘!’m must knowe that the further you asnd sylm
dm thn ccnst the further you send it from the
, i) at Surstt, and therefors the more

ge :ls to btring it upp mgaine by land, and o the

lesge wnl be given for ity for whet con you imagine
any ahroffe uh:mld dos with barre silver, which will
nyther buy any thinge or sell hers to amybody but Shroffe
who sends it m Suratt againe, and soe will pay s price
accordingly...”

gret Inward Letter Book, vols 1A (1656-1701); for this
urpose they our ships direct to Bonbay, viz. the
Eondon looc tomg Palccn, 360 tong Massingbert, 470 tonsg
thix 300 tonai and Antelope lmo tang;kbord of thase
ships wee have laden the several quantities of goods,
bullion, and stores...s".
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for rupses 25 per maund Surat, !charges of your mint

paid! .'-'-61 It was aent to Chaul and Shivaji's territories
besides what was spent in Bembay, and an yearly cargo of
2000 maund of tin was esked for, They emphasized that this

was a better price compared to Surat or eny other plm.sz

In the 16808 there seemed to be some diasdvantage
on account of the coins minted at Bombday, probably due to
the fact they wers not accepted on par with the Mughal
coing. An expression was given to this feeling in the
Company's letter of 1687 to the Bombay Council wherein
they expressed their surprise that the Mint at Bombay was
not as profitable as it was at Fort St. George.%% This
they attributed to a failure on the part of the factors
in am:lm.ng a farnan from the Mughal Esperor, *that our
rupess coyned at Bombay being of equal weight and fineness
with the rupses coyned at Surat, shall pass current in all
parts of his dominions at least for all commodities dought
in his country for the cimponies use® ,6" The factors were
61 Papara Received (1671+73), vol. S, pp. 8788,

62 Ibid.
63 Pavers Receivad (1685-88), vol. 11, pp« 6062,
64 Ina,
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striotly oimrnd to proowre & favourable Lapman and to
guarantee the quality and intrinsic value of the coin.
In spite of fluctuations in the market and the troubles
encountered from time to time, the mint on the whole proved |
profitable in defraying their overall cost of maintenance etc.

The participation of the Eurcpeans in commercial
1ife of the period was thus not only significant in terns
of volume, its consequences were also important. Though
we do not have quentitative data as such but it may be
| safely assumed that the presence of a large mumber of
Eurcpesn buyers in the Konken merket, along with the
others, generated incresse in demand, The producers in
our regicn generally successfully catersd to this new
perket, The Europeans found their trade with the Konken
profitadle as is evident from their constent endesvours
to securs their position, ’

* R
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CHAPTER 1V

ORGANISATION OF COMMERCE AND PRODUCTIOR

The commercisl infrastructure of the Konken was -
sustained by a rural-wrbsn linkege because the production
centres were spresd out both in the towns and the hinterland,
The various social groups in port towns snd other trading
centres were noturally engoged in mutusl commercial |
relsticnship, This was fecilitated by the existence of
fairly well-developed institutions of money~lending and
credit, direct and through bills of exchange, insurance mmd
trokerage. 7Thus here the attempt will be made to show that
the ares under study sppears to be integrated within the
oversll econonic structure of medieval Indis.

It has been rightly argued that cash nexus was
wellesstablished in Indis before snd by the 17th century,’
and trade flourished through the availsbility of s money
market, Merchsnts and others could go in for large~scale

, 'ﬁmy in mdzwal Im{i.a"a » in %ﬂn
tOGA 4 e ; F . ‘
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borrowing in the nmerket, provided by different classes

of people involved in mercantile activities. While even
the richest merchants advanced loan on intarest to esch
other and to others including the European merchants,
there was & class of merchants who specialised in the
function of soney~-lending, The memesbers of this class '
were gensrally designated as baniag snd are referred to in
our sources as gabl, 2ahy or mahaiap. ALl the classes
involved in trade, merchants, petty traders end even the
artisens borrowed frow the money~lenders. For the English
werchants trading in Konkan, this provided a convanient
way for timely investment, The rate of interest at the
loen advenced to the merchants varied alightly from one
place to the otherp it was & to 1 per caﬂt at Suret while
4n the Deccan it varied from 1 to 1% per cent per uonth.'a
The nobles also advanced leans to the merchants. The
English factors refer to & proposed loan of two lakh of
rupees which Mughsl noble, Bshadur Khan had sgreed to give
to the French at the rate of 13 per cent.” The interest
rate given on sonthly basis suggests that the loans were

. oy o

2 To be precise the rate recorded in 1647 at Raybagh
was 1=1/%. [ EFL (1645-50), p. 154/ ‘

3 Eavars Received (1669+7T1), vol. &4, pp. 79-80.
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generally given for short periocds compared to the practice
in Burcpe. The interest rate appeared high to the English
ererchents, who sometimes borrowed very large suns.® The
English factors constantly complain to the company about |
the high rate of interest at which they had to borrow in
India,d This rate, eccording to the factors was nore than
double the rote prevailing in England, They still constently
'implwad for nonsy from Engxm.s The delay, they asserted
prevented them from going in for timely investment in m
merket. I1f the English were not able to.pay back their
loans in time, their credibility suffered. Once they
complained from Rajopur that no merchant was willing to
lend them noney anymra._? Courteen's agents at Rajapur
2ls0 borrowed freely at Rejepur and Raybagh and later

faced problens due to non-clesrance of their dues. The rate

& M‘_W (1675"’80). v0le 74 Do agx ®eee this
yaars most of our stock shall be in tullion, for we
accompt it very prajudiciall to us to continue interest
at so high a rate'.

5 m (16‘&6‘5@)3 P. 278,

6 gL aived (1668469), vol. 3, p. 1185 The Company
wrots Irom land, "Wee ses that you doe renew your
former complaint for want of money, and desire to be
supplyed with a greater stock, which complaint is
contrary to our expectations.,...'

7 EEY (1688-60), PQ 384,
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of interest at their debt was declared to be 134 per cant
per mﬂ Two merchants 'Kitchepurboo’ (Kachhi Pardiw)

and ‘Christanque' (Krishtu Naysk) were creditors of English
merchents and their demend in 1650 stood at 10,000 pagodas.’

Honay was generally sdvanced to the merchantas
through the medium of Jundig or bills of exchange. The
m was & bill promising p&ymant >at a particular plece
after & apwuie& period, ._TBQ‘ professicnals involved in this
business were called gsrrafs. The institution of hunpdi
provided security and mw&ﬁu to the merchants, The
possessor of the updi could also sell it ot other than
specitied place at a little diwwﬁ'ﬁ,w It was also
resorted to 1f one needed to clesr one's debts et & £
© differsnt place from vhere one was staying, through the
sgents of the gaprrsf, Though the garrafs specislised in
this mmu; merchants also invested in it by discounting

8 ?,.s Whose arriwan in these parts with ship ' Sumn’ ,
tie, gave much discouragsment to our great mmeetattom,
ﬂng mmnn deeply on credit and nothing spparreing towards
the disengegemeants of our debts of fover yearea
continewancs at 13% per cont per anmun interestf..."
( X%, "5“6'500 Pe 39).

‘9 EFL (1646=50), pp. 251=2.
10 Irtan Habib, ®"The Syatem of Biua ot Emhangn (Hmdu)

m the Hughal Empire, Proceed
_mm. Kuzaftnrpu:' session,
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hundis or borrowing through its medium. Thus in 1673

the English factors at Bombay informed the Surat Council
that thay had borrowed money by issuing bills of exchsnge
in the latter's nene. ! The Rajspur factors slso drew
bills in the name of President end Council at Surst,
requesting its scceptance.'® Monsy was frequently resitted
from Surat to Rajapur and other arees in the Deccan through
the medium of mm.” The non-fulfilment of agreement

~ concerning bills of exchsnge invited reprisals for tha
English who complain, *because our bills are returned,
theisfore ars in a memmer imprisoned in Rajapore for the
company' s debts...' '.-'m Sometimes huge suns wers remitted
through hundis. Once the Raaapm* tach drew hundis
worth rupees 52,000 in the name of Surat Council,1? They
were afraid that if this was not honoured by the Surat Council,

.

11 Wca hnwnmg mat occasion tar nmy hers have drm
a bill of Exchange on you for } Tupess payable to
Bingee Parrack which wee ams.re au to favour with
acceptence and pment am:ordiﬁs y.' (Bapera Receivad,
16?1-73. vole 5y Ds 8 |

12 m_c1555"69); Pe %10

13 Ibid., p. 359,

14 Ibid., pp. 3612,

1% My P 362,
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then they will have to pay the sprrafs, % extra as
compensation, 4“‘5-, When John Jourdein was staying at
Burhanpur, he received his money remitted from Surat by
bills of axcharig&.’? Thus the facility of hypdis and
banking, through the agency of agrrafs was generally
_availeble to the merchents in the Deccen,

It is interesting to note that even nodles
remitted lorge sums from one plece to the other through
hundis. In ons of such official transsctions, Golkundas
paid the tribute of Rs,10,00,000 to the Moghuls through
hungis drawn on Aurangamw -

A very significant development in the context of
sevanteenth century commerce was the prevalence of the
institution of insurance. Insurance or bimg was also handled
by the garrafa. ¥Ye have for our pariod the existence of
both inlend and marine insurance, the rote being higher for
the latter, obviously due to greater dsmgers through ship-wreck,
In the Engliah factory records, we come scross the term "awg"

16  Xkid.

D m«m.; Pe 143,

L. Deccan (1660«1671), ed, Y.M. Khan,
by Hyderabad, 1953, p. 17.
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or * avop® for marine inmanﬁa.w There ware two aspects
of merine insurance like that of European practices of
bottomry and respondentis.?? When a whole ship going on &
voyage was guaranteed for the loan, it was called bottomry
while respondentio was the loan not upon the ship but upon
the goods sboard her. Gerald ﬁm&cxf #8 Deputy Governor of
Bombay odvanced bottomry loans to merchents te carry on
trade with adjacent ports and the Red Sea.?? Since in such
agresments, incidents of risks were very high, the rate of
interest againat such lomns were axerbxmt.zz This
agreencnt also did not entail any consideration of time but
was nade for the particular voyigt of & ship.

There wores neny merchants who had to take help
of freight services aveilable on the Konken., The English
records tell us about the departure of their ship 'Sun'
from Dabhol ' fully laden with freight goods for Persie’,?>
The English were making some money through freight services
between Persia end India. The ships which departed from
Balasore on the eastern coast to Fersis, secured freight
—— " ’
19 EFL (1655—60). De 235,
20 AJ, naiaer, ‘Herchant Shmpiﬂs in Indis during the
17th Century', Medieyal In ¢ AMiscellany, vol. IX
Y, 1972, pp.\ .k I

21 B (1670-77) 5 Pe 13

22 Qaiser, gg.,qz;.

23 EEL (164650),.p. 48, 373 (1642-45), p. 142,
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for goods end men for their return voyage to Buhh,al.z“
In 1643 they brought 95 passengers to Dabhol spart from
§00d8.25 The freight between Persia end Dabhol came to
21,738 Jaris. The factors at Fort St. George informed the
president at Bantam sbout the arrivel of 'Hopewell' from
Pors}.a.ﬁa Ships from Rejapur wers elssc carrying freight
goods for Gmhwm.m A few yesrs later the faotors
conplained of facing difficulties in procuring the same,”
During the 16708 the English at Bogbay were offering
regular freight amﬂs@u to the Konkan mm&nw engeged
in coastal trade. The frigates carried goods consigned dy
merchants for Rejapur, Dabhol and Gujarati ports,2?

| The merchants of the Konkan coast wers a
hoterogenous lot drawing from é¢ifferent regions and ethnic

24 EEI (164245), ppe 7374,

2% m- ,

e e e e ST
the King of Gulquondahs smbassador, which pa
51' %‘ $F T ‘iﬁh?.-*&s. Pe 936). ’

27 EFL (1642+48), p. 283,

28 My Durson in the ‘Lofalty’ with the sxpense of two months
time at Rawbag and Psbul procured no sore fraight goods then
snounted to 8,702 larrees, ufm which despicable tearnes
he voiaged to Graoremi....' (ZFL 164880, p. 18 ).

29 EEL (1670-77), vol. 1, p. 0b,
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groups, Hindus, Muslins end Parsts constituted the

Indian cmmmuy of merchents while there were also
Buropesns, Armenisns, Turks, Arebs and Perstans, >0 There
were very rich merchants who owned ships end hendled a
large volune of trade but there were also small traders
who mainly exported goods from the port towns. BPhaji
Shivpat was an eminent merchent of coniéiderable wealth
eperating in Rajapur.’! *Velgi Chaungy’ (Valji Cheundi)
and Narayan Shenvi were other rich merchents in the region,
Besides, there was a whole class of petty traders who

even contacted the W& directly or else themselves
acted as brokers to the rich merchents, Among such
'nerchant « brokers' two names especially ocour very
frequently in the English records, Bemmides and 'Runchund’
(Rem Chendre).>2 Some traders even followed & particuler
business based on hereditary lines. There was a specislised
caﬁegory of merchants in the Deccan who dealt in papw.”

On the Konkon coast, however, we 40 not come
across merchant princes or counterparts of Abdul Ghafur and
30 Abbe Carre, vol. 1, gRegdtes Do 201,

31 EFL (1646-50), pp. 251-2,
32 EEL (1646-50), pp. 53«34,
3% EEI (1655-60), p. 240,
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Virji Vora of Surat or Melay Chettl end Kasi Viranna of
Coromendel, Nevertheless, the bigh merchsnts like Virji
Vora had their trading interests in the Konken also.

His agents not only came o trade here but also tried to
monopolise certain comodities and services through thelr
master's fpouti.eal_ !.nﬂmac{y“ The English at Bombay did
sone time receive finsncial assistance from Virji Vors
and Bhim3i Parrach, two eminent merchents of Surat.

There were also other group of merchants who

mweﬂ about from place to place and were referred to as

| g« The laniaras served both as trmpart and grain
nemhants.” The baondaras or caraven merchants, as cslled
in the English records probably tried to emrm their profit
on the basis 6f the !thecry of comparative cost', by
carrying essentisl commodities from surplus to defict arsas
whefa prices were higher, Though banisras quite often |
also carried goods on bshelf of other merchants,

34 EFI (1642-45), p. 108,

35 Tavernier (vol.I, .ms pp. 33«35), and Mundy (vol.IX,

o%mi:g.. PPe 9 aaw carrying hundreds of
lock~loads of gs wz.au t and other

commodities from m% plaoec to the citiess
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The merchent's preoccupation was not only thelr
profession of trades they slso indulged in other profit
ventures, They advanced loans to the Buropean factors which
we have noted earlier. 7The English were heavily indebted to
some merchonts of Raybagh, snd were facing probliems on that
acemt.“_ Merchants wers also uged by Eurcpean factors
to seek favourable terms from the Indian rulers as they
were supposed to be more familiar with court politics.
¥hen Henry Middleton touched the territories of Halik Amber
in the Deccan, he ﬁ?e%“sent a few merchants ashore
* solicting the latter's friendship and goodwill,>” Bennides
wes sgnt mansr & ti.mas ta thc nmcm aarts for differsnt
fweg-ka or to mgettatc urms w:.th town aff&ezals.”

" Ehamemhants ;at the Kmkan were sensidble of
 their vulnorable positien in case of armed conflicts with
jt,h,e— Buropean companies, and hence showed m%iatm in
solving such disputes t!mom peaceful negotistions, To
“take minatanco. in 1652 the Portugusse had Leunched

e m_ﬂu

. 36 m (16‘!6“59)1 PP 25“‘*525
Pure) His Pilerios, vol, 111, mm” ps 186,
38 m (1&6"53)) Pe %o




hostilities against 't;hg ﬁgaaa’pux‘ merchents but the latter
hastily srraonged some money esnd patched up the matter
dimnny.” We 4o not heve evidence to suggest any
association of the Konksn merchants with the sdministration
in some form, as we know sbout & few merchants in Gujerat.’®
However, as some of them were able to. develop their contacts
with the local rulers, because of their enviable position
as creditors, it was probable that they wielded some
political mnuauemm But this cannot de ssid with eny
degres of certainty in the sbasnce Of any concrete evidence.

vawr, tht Konkeni merchents who migrated to thc
maaw coast during the 16th cmtury, hed acquired
conaideradle wealth and mutisa there in relation to other
_ merchants end the Dutch. These were genersily the Konkeni
. Braheina who hed left the sorroundinge of Gos in protest
sgainet the Portugusae :g?;umuan énd spresd out over the

39 Eﬁ (1651«5&), Pe 1503 ‘?he nmhmta of Rajapur werse
0 alsrmed that they sent hither 20,000 larres' which
1a morg than the principil of the debt,,..s they pleaded
that His poney wes ca&leetoa among themselves, the king
camzrimtmg nothing,'

&0 ?;;:i. Pmam, 7 _'Pouts.eal Pwt&e&p&t&m m ﬂnghul Indls',

45 BT (1618-21), 3 296. '{‘:oat Daut! mmaa Daud) was one
such merchant who was greatly estested by Malik Amber
which naturally snhanced his prestiges
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nazam.‘f@ Auong these Babbs Prebdh was the most mpertsnt
who wielded mtﬂeimt pcutical. influence to bring about a
_eonflict between the zesorin end the Dutoh. Two other
Konken merchants, Rama Prabhu and *Baboccs Prabhu’ served
the Dutch compeny during the 1680s while Babba's son,
"Nannoe Pﬂ&u" uaé in the Compeny' s service during the
‘36"9@3. M 'pﬁin‘ts éleérly emerge hers, tne that the
K@nkms haﬂ com to mquirt an ascendency in Malabar trade
during this pcriud. Smmdly. the letters written to Babbta
Prabhu by the Malebsr Council bring up a very interesting fact.'?
' The letters hegtn with, 'Tour Honour's estesmed letters.,.',
_which show the respect comnmanded by the Indian traders
ameng this section, |

" The big merchants conducted wost of their
cosmercial transactions through the brokers, Apart from
scting as the inter-mediary between the producer snd ﬂu
- merchent, the brokers served their mosters in miny wgy:.;

L

42 Azhin Das Gupta, W §740+1800,
Cembridge, 1967p PPs

&5 IDid.s Do 1743 Ashin Das Gupta quotes different Dutch
sources to prove the ascendency of the Konkan merchants
in Malsbar and their panti.cn influsnce.
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1ike negotiating losns end sseking agreements with the
authoritics. The Eurcpeans in India espscially depended
on the brokers due to their ignorance of the land, its
customs and people. The English always smployed brokers
to deal with the merchants and rulers and contracted with
them for diverse other tmti.anm.‘"“ ‘fho names of brokers
who frequently festure in the letters of the East India
Compeny, end its agents are Naraysn Shenvi, 'Runchund' end
Bumm;.% Anong these Bermidas was by far the most
 iaportant and trusted English broker in the Konkan who
aserved his masters even at the cost of personal pcrn.“
He was sent to explore trede possibdilities in the Decasn
and was often employed to negotiate terms with the Governor
of Rajepur? and other suthorities for favourable trading
concessions. The fectory records also refer to 'Bagee
Shippott'“8  (Bnajt Shivpat) end *Velsy Cheungy' 9
(Valji Chaunji) who were merchants dut also did the work of
brokers for the English company.

4t g(sam-as). PPe 204, 3003 (1651«54), Introduction,

4% BSurat Inward Letter B No, 1 (1646«47), pp. 17-18
b=50) , pp. 25123 258, _

46 EFI (1646<47), p. 258,
47 Ibid.s p. 289. |

48 EFL (1646-80), p. 288,
49 EFL (1655-60), p. 364,
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The btrokers mtoqu & variety of services for
the merchants both Indisn as well es foreign. As the
merchants ceme to procure fine muslin, calicoes and other
cotton goods on the Kman ports, it was but natural shat
they would have tried to enter into some kind of arrangement
with the artisans to ensure the stipulated quantity snd
quality of the products and its timely delivery. This need
and the fact that the production centres ware widely
scattered all over the region, made it insvitable that the
merchants should rely ¢n a class of middlemen who would
negotiate terns with the primary producer. The brokers
also went to'dii:‘turmi urben and rural centres of trade
in search of goods needed Dy foreign memhemta.” a-mm
was the English Cempany'a hraker at Dabhol.>? Chota Thalour
'vho served the English at Surat. had in turn his agent,
Hard Mehts at Goa.>? The English sent one 'Vaghii' to
sxplore the possibilities of trade Detwesn Bombay and the
_ Deccan towns of Junner, Aurangabad, Hubli, and Bijapur.>>
In 1652, Beni Das was sent to Bijspur cn s similar mission
and was even imprisoned by the suthorities there. ¢

AR

50 EFL (1670-77). Pe 73; (?6&640). PP, 15. 84,
51 EEL (1634-36), p. 259,

52 EEX (1634-36), p. 167,

55 Ibid (167077), p. 78,

54 Ibig (1651=54), p. 57, .
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The inatitution of brokerage was most proncunced
in textile industry. The artisans tended to tailor
production strictly in sccordance with their estimate of
anticipated demend, and weuld not *vmﬁn'i: to produce goods
which may be rejected by the company. Hence the need to
aﬁa advance orders through cash pameﬁt and specifications
of quality and gquantity. This service to the European
end Indisn nerchants was rendered by the brokers. We do
not have evidence to mggest i£= any interest was charged
on the money thus advanced, 'mc cash mven veres thus
given to the artisans on the uﬁﬁﬂ:tm of tinmely
. delivery of finished products. Dadani or cash advances
thus provided the weavers, during the lean season, not only
a mesns of sustensnce but also enebled him to buy raw
materials nacded for producstion processes. Sometimes raw
materisl was also provided by the English merchants in the
. form of cotton or silk yarn for they feared that weavers

vill not buy good yern from the money edvenced to them,>®
Yot this practice remained extremely linited end thers were
few instances of it

rpd {1669+71), vole &y ps 1509

% Py Oty
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The artissn normelly bound himself to the broker
to fulfil the terms of agreement once he socepted the cash
advances. But there is nothing in the English records to |
suggeat that the cach advences acted as checks on the
independence of the ertisen or amounted to economic
eaemion.ss Ag for the psetration of merchant cepital am:o‘
the production processes and its impsct on the artisem,
we do not have adequate evidence, In ths light of availeble
evidence, it con be inforred that in the Konken aa
alamgre;w the relations of production had not undergone
eny fundamental change. The artisan was atill the master
ef his tools of production and often the raw material.

But he Meﬁ under the overall direction of the trader
regarding patterns, sises, ¢tc. for the Buropesn market.
¥hat was happening st Bembay (the advancing of cotton
yern and at tines lemes)ﬁ‘s was of a very limited nature,
the main aim of the E‘:nglmh factors being only to attract
artisens from Deccan, Cheul, sote, '

86 Thiaz aspect hos beon studied at length by A«J. Qaiser
in his peper 'Role of Brokers in Medieval India',
Ipdion Historica) Rayiaw, 1(2), 1974, ond does not
negd further elabe Yie ' ' _

57 It has been pointed cut by Irfen Hgbib (*Potentialities
of cagitanstic Devzlopzent in the Econony of Mughsl
Indie’, Enqguiry, ¥inter, 1974) that merchant capital,
though 4t existed and opercted throuvigh the medium of

pl, could not alter the prevailing relaticns of
production, for which ssxsertion he provides viable
rassons.,

58 Papers Received,, (1668=69), vol. 3, pp. 1684169,
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By the very nsture of Indien commercial structure,
the services of the brokers became inevitables. The sdsence
of institutions like corporate bodies of merchants or trading
companies in Indlia, left little stope for organised commercial
&mmmm through sgents, and encouraged individual
enterpreneurship. Here the brokers came in handy, Their
relevance lay in their ebility to meintain sn effective
1iink between the two rungs of the market « the producer snd
the merchont, which was otherwise difficult due to the
factors of time and spece and local environment. Their
ability to supply the Ewropeans with credit also made their
position enviable.5? The English did sometimes nourish
grudge sgainst some drokers becaouse of unfalyr mesns employed
by théﬂh@ They even thought of bypassing the services of
the middlenen and supplenting them by their own agmtm&
But this was simply beyond their means., All calculstiona
in this direction ceme to a naught when faced with typical
practical problemg of & foreign econonic environment snd
its customs, |

59 %%(1551-5&). PP. 37 M. wg. Bermidss served the
broker and garraf. Ve have noted
his activities in earlicr pages.

60 Zbid., p. 112,

64 EFI (1570-77). Pe 165; .Engl.tsh factors at Bombay
wrote in 1676 thet ir broker, Girdhar had dsen
defrauding them by ;:aaaing oft cloth from Gujarat as
fgloth of Bombay manufacturs®, But they were helpless
because they could not carry on trade without the
broker' s help.
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Artisen Production,

The srtisans, who were employed in the EKarkhonass
or those who carried on independent individuale-level
production for the 'mmgt; showed an extremely high dogree
of technical skill aend workmenship. The Eurcpean
travellers were unanimous in their praise for the art end
akill of the Indien artissn, Della Velle,52 ovington,

Mnaehattm&" and Fryerés and a host of other travellers

62 Della Valle, 9p..gitey vol. Xy Do ml "The natives
show very much ingenuity in their curicus sanufacturess
88 in their silk-stuffs which they most artificially
weave,ss38s 8180 in meking excellent quilts of their
stained cloth, or of fresh coloured Taffata.,..Those
Taffata or Sattinequilts, are excellently astiched
by them,.. They make likewise axcellent carpets of
their cottonework, in fine mingled colours....

Their skill is likewise exquisite in making of
cabinets, or boxes or Trunks or Standishes, curiously
wrought, . « « they make axcellent cups, and other

thing of Ag;te; and cornelian, end curious they

are in cutting all manner of stones, diamonds as
well es others®,

63 Ovington, mg_,,‘gés'. ssDe 1663 "The Indians are in many
things of matchless ingenuity in their seversl
ezployments, and admirable mimicks of whatever they
affect to copy after...§ the weavers of silk will
exactly imitate ths nicest and most beautiful
patterns that are brought from Europe, And the
very shipe-carpenters at Surat will take the model
of any English vessel, in all the curiosity of
its Bullding, and the most artificial instances
of workmanship about 1t,..."

64 Linschotten, 9p..Gites vole IX, pp. 87=90, 136»37.
65 Fryer, gp..gite, vol. 1, p. 284,
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who visited these parts mervelled at the delicacy end
tineness of the goodn produced by this class of poor men,
devoid of good tools and resources., 7%The Indian ertisan was
in perticular a master in the art of imitation and could
copy the dest productz from Europe to thae utter surprise of
his European buyers, His sanufacturing activities wers

- qu&te extensive 1f we take into account the massive demand
of the upper classes of socliety as well as the day to day
needs of a vest population, Though the bulk of the
‘artisan production was for the smallescale rural merkets, .
there was production of a wide variety of goods for the
Q;Qm market as we have seen already in the chapter deasling
with trading pattern \ﬁ.thin aur region. The organisation
of this production was mainly femily based, Family being
the basic unit of preduction, profossion deceme the
hereditery preserve, Generation after generation followed
the some profession as inherited from the family tradition,
end the nocial organinaticn confirmed end consolideted the

artisans' socisl status snd his caste linaage.“

The different stages of production were carried
on by different subecastes. Taking taxtile industry

66 Fukazawa, 9D._Gites PPe 30811,



as an exemple, the prwaséas involving cotton carding, |
spinning, winding of silk<thread, unwinding and rewinding |
of the yern, woeving the fsbric on the loom, blemching,
dyeing, printing and painting of designs developed into
district occupations, some as exclusive Jatig or caste
é&iég@t‘i@&;m in other sectors of manufactures also th&a
kind of professional specislisation wes comson. The
artisen's home was tha typicel workshop with his wife and
_ chmdrm cooperating in the production processes, This
wvas further faciliteted by the elementary technology and
cheap tools available to the ax‘tihaﬁ which mesnt a minimsl
concentration of lebour and cepitel in individual units of
production,

The organisation of the artisens = both rural
and urben was castesbased. In the Deccen village the __
artisons snd village servants were arouped together as
W&a anong whom more important were as followst
Carpenter, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, potter, leatherworker,
ropenaker, and barbver snd washermen, etc.s 7This 1ist
significantly does not include weavers ond dyers which |
suggests that these two professions were generslly considered
te be urban erafts. The balutedar enjoyed customary right

67 AWR. Kulkarni, Haheprashtra in the A
Pouna, 1969, pp. 40-48,

65 Inad.
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ovar the land (yatan) given by the village community which

they cultivated. In lieu of their services to the village

community, they received remuneration from all the pessants
either in kind or eath.eg

The caste orgenisation was also doninent in the
1ife of urban artisans end the industries in the town were
also as a rule based on caste division of labour, % The
sociel order placed ell the artisans broadly on the same
rung of the ladder, though there was also hiersrchical
division smeng them sccording to their relative soclel
position, However, we cennot surmise a stratification
mm the artisans in our region, in the sense where
one group of the class, by 4int of its superior econcmic
powers sppropriated the sorvices of its weaker section
on any wide scale, like in the textile industry of
Lucknow or Bengal where a few rich craftamen employed
hundreds of poor artisons under them, Nevertheless,
there would be among the artisens, some who due to a
variety of reasons wers better pleced than the rest of
‘their class., This could be elther through the better
technical skill and fame of an artisen, or his comparative
. proximity to some prosperous commercial centre, giving

69 Fukazewa, BDe Citey PDe 308G,
70 Xbigd.
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hinm a developed market and an incentive to producs, or
sizply his femily circumstances. This enadled the particular
artisan to sove some mohey and erect wore looms, i.e, in
case of a weavar, Now a weaver having more than one loom,
besides being already m a position to dominate his
fellowsartisens, could even employ some of them on . his

other loems, This inmedistely brought the element of

, swﬁifieation within the class of artisans. The same

mey be true 0f Other types of craftsmen working in the

narkets of the Deccan tut this ¢annot ba conclusively
established in the ngm_ of present evidence.

<X The medieval state system thrived on the surplus
produce of the peasent, collected in the form of lend
reverne, and this formed the main income of the state,
However, since India during the seventesnth century had
a foirly welledeveloped inlend end overseas commerce, this
aspect also contributed significently to the overall
econonic life of the pericd. The state incoms through
commerca; es the studies show, was not insignificant.
This, coupled with the fect that a large segment of the
gopulaum. especially in the urban aress, was in some
way involved in commercial activities, could not have
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left the government detached from or indifferent to the
world of commerce, Indeed the state did show keen interest
in the prosperity of trade, This, howsver, does not mesn
thet trade did not suffer from time to time on acoount of
the avarice of the ruling classes or officials at different
levelas It 13 4in this light thet we propose to examine
the attitude of the authoritles towsrds commerce eand the
response of the merchants to officisl policies. A

-# Some modern scholers credit the merchant class
with considerable power of freedom to decide their afm&n.ﬂ
On the other hand the general impression created by the
accounts of the European travellers, like *t)'ws.ngt«:n.?z
_Hundy” and Fryer Th atc: leads one to think that the
merchants were aon oppressed lot, slways living in terror
of being plundered by the suthorities, It is true that
the senior nodbles and governors of different regions
sonetimes abused their power to exact illegal texes and
money in the form of bribe or 'gifts' from the
7t H.R, Paaraon

PDe 125-283 i . 51 :" - TMeronants and }, ﬁéﬁh'
ndminiatmum m G arat‘ ‘
Miscellany, wvol. 1I, Alisarh, 1972, pe 224,

72 Owington, B+ $es Do ‘1‘570
73 Hundy, op..Sites Vol IX, p. 363,
74 Fryer, 9p..Sites ppe 2047-48,
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amhanta.” There waes 2ls0 a tendency among the ‘mblu
of Deconn €0 monopolise certain commodities such as
seltpeter and pepper in the Bijspur kingdom. Yet enother
torm of «mwtmix could be the practice of the suthorities
$6 buy merchants' goods ot dictated prices.’C The
English foctors complained in 1650 that Mahmud Kasim,
the governor of Rajepur Wroke open their wareehouse
and gelzed all the cloth lying there to claim {illegal
taxes,’! Though the Mughal emperors issusd proclamstions
from tine to time, prohibiting collection of illegal
taxes but wa' are not certain whether they were really

ers Recedved {1669*’?1). vol,. l&, ?9—80;
re forced for peace sake to p aaae hinm

(Sahadur Khan, a Mughal noble in the Deccan)
with a ﬂaent to the tune of &, 1700 in imitation
of the Indians {merchants)*, At another time the
fectors inform the Surat f.'oumu. tthe saltpeter,
however, iyes stopt in Ra by season that
Muatapha ukwm {(Mustafa Khan) very lately got

Am? ﬁf eger ?t the handa of Jusnner
¢kawne (Jan in hopes to procurs
ot ar eiimats Sitiss Pzt et

0 s no ce o

proceed’ . (EEL 1646e50, Dps 53-54).

Pooky vole I A, (1656+1701),

77 EEL (1646-80), pp. 25152, 238,
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™ - ) However, since our sources are mainly Eurcpeen,

X we camnot accept them without thorough scrutiny: A bias in
the accounts of Europesn travellers and factors cannot be
ruled outy especially because to their eyes, their position

 in India seemed extremely insccure, They could not comprehend
or else felt bewildered by the structursl differsnces batween
Eurepean and Indian polity end economy, and attridbuted this
to the lack of efficiency end corruption in the govermment.
It was quite natural that the Europeans who came from a
difterent politicoe-sconomic setsup and wented s monopoly
of trade here, would heve felt frustrated when they did
not succesd in this, Ve find consistent attempts on the
part of Buropean merchents to gtrive for *free trade' by
which they often meant the scrapping of the necessity of
paying taxes to the state,’? Della Valle while narreting
ths assault on Dabhol by' the English, in vwhich they captured

g

78 Thua for prcmba.mg the t:ks.nc ot
the pmvimca and parts of

Pmb‘ Burhanpur, and Almedobad, tho ae adviseth
us that he wes told by Sadala Chaune (Saddullsh Khan)
that this phirmand 1 not steede us in the Rajas
countries, where they obey not the kings ocmm 8y
in other places it will be effectusl’. (EFL (4646e%0),
pps 320#21), Also see Athar All's Mushsl No
Undep Aurangzeds Bombay, 1966, pp. 81-82.

79 In 1668 they sent an Indisn merchant Khwaja Allauddin
the governor nf Chaul with the purpose of 'proaut‘w
the Princes that Phaty and Cullian (Kaly
shalbee free for all merchants to export and import
what goods they pleases.s.' (JEL (4668w69)s DD« 75*7“).
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twe vessels, felt that, 'this was done by the English

out of some old grudge against the city of Dabul, ar

- perheps, onely to foree it to permit them free trade' :.30
In the light of this 1t is not surprising that they appear
$0 be s0 vehement in their lanentations about the plight
of commerce, A

'intareatmgzy; we have svidence coming from the
Eurﬁpeﬁn sources themselves which suggast" thattthe state
and the aristoerscy, ot least at 2 higher level did toke
Anterest in providing protection and necessary faocilities
for the growth of trade. The evidence for this sre both
dirsct and indirect. VYe sre told by Thevenot that the
Mughal gavma:é of the Deccan or of the port town, tried to
give fumediate relief in case trade suffered due to the
avarice or cupldity of some otticers.>! The governar of
Rajepur was suspended by the king of Bijepur on the charge
of extortion of merchants,®2 The king of Bijepur interceded
on behelf of the merchants and wrote to the Governor
asking him to 'reinvite the merchants into his port, and
promised satisfaction for the cloth selzed ony...and to
secure us a free and uninterrupted trade unto his seid
80 Della Valle, gD+ gites Do 70.
84 Thavenot, OR..8it«s Pe 135,
82 EEL (1646«%0}, p. 288,
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port in the future'.%> The rulers are even ssen negotiating
terms with the Europeans slongwith the merchants, A4s a
consequence of Enguah capturs of Bijepur Junks, the
governor of 'Satvali' himaclf come to Surat to negotiats an
accomodation,; while the Rajopur merchants sent a aup of |
money in compensation.® Since the Indion merchants wers
also benefitted by the coming of the Buropeans in the port
towng, they were able to pressuriss the Governor to offer
the English favourabls torms.® When the Indien merchents
intersst wvas endangered by threat of European repriscls

on the high sea becasuse of the official policies at the
port, the merchants vigorously complained 0 the Govemw.as

On the other hand authorities also showed their
preference for the native trading interests. It is quite
 significant that Della Velle considered it dengerous for
the Portuguese to have ceptured the Indien ship *velonging

to the Mogul's sudjects' as this might provoke the wrath
83 Ibid.
84 EFL (165154), p. 1503 EFL (1646«50), p. 2883 'The
gg‘asﬁmt veaziv;d: ﬁ%ﬁgﬂ% from the x’me governor of
Rajapur and the merchants of that town, wherein
the governor invited us againe unto his porte, with
sssurance of real and good entertainment and usege, .
endeavouring, to excuse the injury offered you the
last ?ﬁﬂrf,o se '
85 Inid. |
B6 EEL (1@5"‘50)1 P 284,
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of the ﬁuslgal.m The state was not (Gbliviowof its own
interests accruing from the trade of the Eurapean merchants,
They generally received good treatment from the governors
and great nobles of the realm, Malik mwaa weloomed the
~ Englieh traders, so elso Bijepur kings.®? Snivasi

~ ensouraged the English to establish treding relations
with the Komken, He held negotiations with them through
his agents end also granted personsl meeting to sort ocut

ditterensas, 7°

A few more references c¢an be cited to illustrate
the officisl line of thinking « at the highsst levsl), in

87 Della Valle, gp. git«s pv 222,
88 (1&8*2?-%; Pe 2085 'In reguard coge Daut
Khwala Daud), a merchant greatly eateemed by

Mellique Anmber, and sent purpau{y 10 recave and
accompeny to the court such as ghould be appointed
to the yreconsilement of our difference with hiw',

m (1691=854) , Pd 150.

89

90 (1668+69), pps T3-743 'our friend Cojah Alledyn

v~ (Khwaja l&nmédins is zi%t&n and preparing Muuﬁe,
in the beset manner he cann, o go 10 the Prince
{Shivsji) very sudeinly, and gives us grente assurance

of procuring the Princess fi : It
' vad %1&8«-69), vols 5, DDe ‘f } t Upper

Chaul, Gerther was ¢ivilly troated by Sevagees
sarvant who gave him encouragement for the procury
of saltpeter and pepper at reasonable rotes,...
the Covernor sent us & letter partly cengra{ulntm
and partly invitory o settle a factory in asny place
to trade treelyu“' _
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matters pertsining to commerce, Though the custom officials
and some of the nobles exploited theiy position to exact
monetary gains from the merchants they did not slways go
unpunished, Della Valle tells us how Adil Sheh of Bijspur
had dismissed the *Governor! of regions sround Goa for his
1li«treatment of the P’amguesa.m In ene of the daily
hewsereports of theAurangabad city (25th May, 1661), 1t
is declared, “Amanat Khen received Imperinl orders through
Diyanat Rao directing the Unarg posted to the Deccan o
execute bonds not to collect Rahdard (toll«tex). The same
orders were also forwarded to Kend Lsel, the Diwan, for
enforcement, ua”sg These proclamations do suggest a
concern on the part of suthorities to lssue assursnces

to the merchants for all protection. At the same tine
this would have acted as & warning to the corrupt
officlalas,

The rulers slso promoted trade by providing
institutional facilities « in the medieval context « of

o i

91 Della Valle, .Gh&!- Pe 222} ses?this seemed to
signity that e dil Shah) wes minded to givem them
(the Portuguese) some satisfectiont that he had
ﬁm the plece to Chogia Riza or Rezed, s Persian,
lately Governour of Dabul, and from whom bein
prudent, and famum a friend %o the Portugals
they hope better deslings®,

29a) 0F the Hecean _Qngﬂn a9 Do 33
contravention o is umld'be '

dienissed from his mensed and Jegir®, (Ibide, Pe 91).

Ay
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Berals end markets, cmuraia were constructed along
the trode routes end at major cities to fecilitate the
passage of merchants, Similarly markets were esteblished
in towns & villeges, It happened quite often thet markets
‘were established in the woke of royal arsies' march from
one region to other which continued even after the camp was
removed from the place, Shivaji greatly encouraged the
establishnont of new markets by remitting the treders from
paying regular customs and ogtrol -ﬁutiam% He encouraged
morchants from other regions to come and settle in capital
cities of his kingdom. It might be because of this policy
that meny Gujarati end Herswari merchants settled down

in Konkun towards the close of the seventeenth century.“
Though there were no trunk roads in the Konkan but creeks
were constructed which promoted the flox of wmerchandise,
In Shiveji's dominions, an officer called ghatpands was
especially assigned the duty of providing security to the
smerchants at the pass between the Deccan and Konkan,%®

93 Kulkerni, op.Gitss PPe 204e7,
o4 Fukezewa, ODsSif%es Pe 202,
95 Mcf Pe 203,
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All these measures telten ‘by rulers obvicusly suggest an
endesvour on their part to promote the welfare of the
treding community,

: \/*iw above survey suggests that local exesctions
could not exceed 2 1limit and ¢ould be checked through
punishments & fines ete, The merchents also exerted a
moral pressure on the ruling class because 0f their
potential as creditors, Trade, both inland end toréisn,
for the bullion it brought end the genersl prosperity
coming in its wake, could not be neglected by local
authorities., Due to all these practicel ressons the
perchants of our region did get & reasonably favourable
deal from the local suthorities, -
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CONCLUSION

The Konken and the western Deccan is generally considered
to be a bawskward aren, and es such hes remained neglected from
the point of view of historical research. In the foregoing
pages; an attempt has been made to make a study of some aspects
of trade and commerce in this region. Through the use of
available contemporary sources, it has been asttempted to
demongtrate that the srea under study was & trading region of
some importances '

The Konken participated in the commercial activitiea of
the seventeenth century India on a falr scale. As such, it
attrocted the atitentian of many treding elements, both Ihdian
end foreign, and provided an ocutlet not only for the pradéets‘
of Konken but of the hinterland. Thus the study suggests that
the Konkan end western Deccan was an important and viable
ecenomic region during the seventeenth century,

The commodity composition of the region was not vary
different from Gujarat, textiles and the silkeproducts dbeing
major items of export. The merchants also traded in pepper
which was produced in good quantity in the western Deccan, os
distinct from the Malebar end the south. There was .a:h.so
- available for export a limited quantity of saltpeter, The
Englich merchants constantly complained of officiel
Y interference' in the export of saltpeter. This may, perhaps,
be explained by disturbed conditions of the Deccan, where
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saltpeter was needed by the government for the monufacture
of mﬁpwﬁer. Another factor which waa special to Konken
trade was the availability of timbers Az timber forests hed
been denuded all along the coanstal regions in Vest Asis up
to Guaérat, the Konkan had become very important for its
timber for the European' s shipebuilding,

The coming of the Europeans led t0 an expansion of
finance even though the structure was welledeveloped even |
before their arrivel, The expansion of credit and exchange,
'matkets. and growth of such speclslised sections as commodity
brokers, shippers etc., can be seen et work in the western
Deccan also, However, it does seem that there was limitation
to large~scale borrowing in the Konkan. This was probably
because rich merchents were not as numerous in the Doccan
as for instence, in Gujerat. The shortage of monsy capital
is also suggested by the fact that the rate of interest was
higher in _the Deccan compered to the north,

4 The rise and growth of Bombay as an importent commercial
centre 1s an mfagml part of this atudy, Towards the beginning
of the lasi quarter of the geventeenth century, the Engliah
succeeded in staorting some trade st Bombay, By 16?63. a few
ships started coming directly to Bombay from Englemd. The
production of calicoes at Bombay was given a boost by the
English who invited and settled there the artissns from Chaul,
Henceforth, their consignments from the western coast included

- products of Bombay also. However, the rise of Bombay was
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greatly hindered by the European rivalries in the Konken and
the frequent political disturbences in the Deccan, The English
factors often @amplaixiad of difficulties in procurring commodie
ties due to the Maratha depradetions and the general fightings
in the Deccan. These political factors inhibited the fuller
growth of commerce in other areas of the region also. ¥

The coming of o large numder of Europeans to the Konkan
coast in tho seventeenth century led to certain positive
developments. There was in all probebility en upward trend in
the vemne of trade, though we have no direct evidence to
prove thaet this was so. In the sbsence of data for the annual
shipments from the different ports of Konkan we carmot quantify
trade or esteblish with certeinty eny incresse in its volume.
But during the sgventeenth century there were certainly larger
numbers of foreign buyers in the market leading to emn increase
in demand., The markets of Konken were gsnerally eble to cater
to this new denand, as is evident from frequent references of
ships selling off to different destinations with their requisite
cargoes, While it seems reasonable that the increase in demand
was met by increased production, this was achievsd without
any breskthrough in the technology of production. This might
have beén realised through fuller utilisation of products.pn
potential of the artisans, or else through diversion of mane
pover ond resources from other sectors of the economy.

This rise in the demand and supply, nonetheless occurred
in the background of frequent fluctuations, There was an



t 133 3
occasional glut in ‘-the :mariéat as the companies competed with
each other in importing certein cmoditiaaﬂ The Engllish
faced this problem in the sale of thair goods, puch as coral,
while the Portuguese resented the glutting of tobacco, being
brought in by the Engliish. The steple commodities, taxtnes,
pepper, etc,, ware also susceptidle to fluctuations.

The sextension of Indian gocds to the Em‘opean market not
only added a new element to the ecmpcti.ti;m smong buyers at the
source of supply, but " alge forced adaptation to Eurcpesn
designs. The Eurcpesn demends of embroidered bedspresds end
quilts increased the mixture of silk with cotton in meny
verieties. The weavers of chaul were experts in this ert. The
artisen wes generally gble to follow the changing pattern of
demand in Europe,; in terma of size, pattern, colour, ete,.
However, the artissn was working in the 'seller!s morket', and
in the presence of a large nunber of eampeutiwa buyers, there
was no extre-ordinery compulsion on him to cater specifically
to Eurcpean demand. The merchents' dependence on brokers to
negotiate terns of agreement with the mﬁuﬁeraz. also thwarted
any direct and effective control over the latter. On the other
hend, the ertisen's dependence on the brokers srose from the

foct that he was producing in a well-doveloped comnercial
'

R L

mﬂw (1661-64), vol. 1, pps 171-72,
2, EEL (1655+60), pp. 2u0=41; {1668+69), ppe 73=Th.
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envzrénment with variable tastes. Also exchange of goods
was taking place at & highly centralized 1@&1. Meny of ﬁha |
artisans, unlike their primitiva counterparts hed no means
to contact the buyer, and héd to depend on the hrokers to
negoﬁate terns for the sale of their preductn.

A very interesting developnent teuk place aﬂ: Bombay
during this time which might have been »f much historical
consequenca, but the results lie cutside our study. Generally
the practice in the Deccan, as elsevwhere, was to extend
Qadani or cash advences to the artisans to undertake production
of commodities according to specifications of quality,
quantity, dess.m; etcs‘ﬁ@t Bombay, however, the English tried
to stimulate production of calicoes under their own supere
vision.” The ! W thus hed teken & step —.
further at Bombay where the artisens were also given raw=
matex‘ial_ and locnia ot timea, Obviocusly they were required to
work under overall supervision of the English merchants, This
had obvious parallels with the Flugia.l Rarkhanas for the
production of costly cloth, but was different in purpose
since it was meant to cater to a brozder merket, The reasons
as to why it could not grow, leading to the control of labour
by capital, are beyond our ken here.jy¥While a semblance of
the menufactory system is discermible in this method of
production, it is probable that the artisans atill owned their

CaAn - O -~ i

3..% 166&-6?) vole 2, Do 103 1668~69) vol.3
Pe O13 IS- voh h; pp-' %vpisc ' ¢ ’ !
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tools of production, and their mobility was not restricted.
Thus, they had not been converted into wage workers. The
practical reslities of Bombay ~~ it faced threats from other
powers, and the fact that the artisans were exhorted to come

end settle here, put them in a favourable position viswa-vis
the merchents, Hence, it seems that even here merchant

cepital could not bring sbout any meeningful chenge in the
relations of production,

¥ ® # & % =
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