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PREFACE

Since fifteenth century Tanganyika,
particularly its coast was centre of operation of
many invaders and colonigzers, Arabs, Shirazis,
Portuguese, -British and Germans came, established
their colonies and eventually left in 1961, The
Germans acquired it under partition of Africa at
Berlin Conference of 1885. Berlin Conference gave
permission to Germans to conquer Tanganjika without
any challenge froa the European powers. The fight
£aor eonquest continued tiil the end of First wWorld
¥ar in which Germany was defeated and the Britain
vas granted Tanganyika. . The changs .over was
regularlized by the League of l‘».at_ions ur:ider its
Mandate System.. British 4id rnot leave Tanganyika
ti11 1961, |

~

This study includes the poiit:lcal movements
since colonization by Germany in the late 19th century.
and examines how the British carried out the Mandate
and later administered the territory under United
N ations Trusteeship Council, The study stresses three
points which are considered here to understand the
nature of anti colonisal struggle in TanzaniAa. 4

{1) The résistence to intruding colonizers
is an importan‘t part of the eventual nationalist

movement,
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(2) The various uprisings during the
colonization period contributed to the birth of
local heroes - different from the traditional heroes
and ﬁhese heroes like Mkwawa became source of inspira- |

tion for the African masses.

(3) The peasant associations and trade
unions in many cases were the early political |
groupings who raised demands against the cruel ang
inhuman treatment of the settlers, admninistrators and
thelr local agents ¥ akidas and jumbes. In this
study we view the political developments in the
background of the above phenomenon and briefly study
the role of Tanganyika African Association and

Tanganyika African Fational Union.

The introductory or first part deals with
the geographic, political and economlc assets of
Tanganyika, its patterns of human setting, its
different religious, ethnic and racial groups and
early invaders. The second chapter deals with the
early Afriecan resistence to the German rule. The
folloving chapter covers the establishment of Britlsh
rule, the African resistence to it in the form of
- peasants movements, trade unions and the formation of
Tgnganyika. African Association. The fourth chapter

covers the formation and causes of the emergence
of dominant party in Tanganyika, i.e. TANU. The
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concluding chapter presents a summary of the findings.
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CHAPTER « I



CHAPTER 1

IANGANYIKA IN PERSPECTIVE

PHYSIC

Tanganyika became & Sovereign state on
9th December, 1961, Today it is known as the United
Republic of Tanzania, which was formed on 27th April,
1964, by the Union of Tanganyika and the islands
of zanziber and Pemba. Tanganyika is situated on
the esstern coast of Africa, between the great
lakes of Central Africa, Lake Nyanzz, Lake Malawi,
Lake Tanganyika and the Indian Ocean.' The country
lies just south of the equator having common borders
vith Kenya and Uganda in the north, Ruanda, Urundiz
and zZaire in the west, Zambia and ralawi in the

south west, Mozambique in the south anc the Indian

"Ocean in the east, With the length and bredth of

760 miles and 740 miles respecti!.‘sre:l.;r2 aind vwith a
total area of 364,900squére miles® (vhich includes
19,903 square miles of inland water), Tanganylka
is almost equal in size to Pakistan or the size
of France, Germany and Belgium combined or about

2 JeP. Moffatt Handbook of Tanganyika
( Dar es Slaam, 9 Pe Lo
3 Africa South of ﬁaharaa (London: Europa Publications
$ DPe . '



one third of India., From east to west i.e. from

Dar-es-3alaam on the coast to Lake Tanganyika, the
distance is about 600 miles (1,000 km,) which
is as much as the combined length of Kenya and
Ugandd., From north to south i.e. from vanga Bay
in the north to the mouth of the Rovuma river in
the south, the total length of Tanganyika coast
18 772 miles (1,235 kn.)* and the coast 1line
bordering the Indian Ocean is &bout £50 miles,
Despite its eloseness 1o the squator, Tanganyika
does not have & typlcal tropical climats because
of the cooling effects of altitude. s,
. rahgauyika is a land of tremendous variety of
climates. There are some &reas in the country = ¢
vhere there is hardly any hablitatinn while in &
few areas, there is & high density of population.
-In fact for the tropical country the rainfall 1s
low and it varies considerably from yeas to year.5

In the northeast Ilmganyika soil 1s good and
rainfall adequate and relisble making settled
‘farming possible. In the highlands of south
Tanganyika i.e. between lake Tanganyika and
Malawl and also in part of the southem Tanganyikae
plateau and in ooastal region, hunid climate makes

4, For aetails, see Ian Kna {prt, East Africa,
Kenya, Ugmda, Tanzania,

- B Colonial 0ffice Report, Op. cite, po 2.




i1t possible to grow a variety of crops, some
indigenous and others introduced by visitors from
abroade On the other hand, there are some places
which are uninhabited and are spheres of operation of
nomads, These are the arid desert and semi desert
lands in the central and eastern Tanganyika. In west
and southeast Tanganyika, there are moist plateau
areas uhich could provide good agricultural lands
but because of the presence of tsetse fly, which
gives sleeping sicimess to human beings and ugana to

cattle, makes the human settlament impossible.

H1S TORY

Despite all efforts to write the history
of Tanganyika the world has very limited knowledge of
the hi'story of the peopie of the interior of Tanganyika.
our lmowledge of the interior depends on some of its
accounts available in written records, in the form of
chronicles or records of travellers who visited the
coast during the early period of nineteenth century.
The configuration of the interior that it had large
lakes and mountains was known but to only tho'se vho
travelled in caravans for trade in the interlor. From
oral parrations it 1s clear that the history of the
people of .the interior has not yet been put in to



writings because historians have not been able to
verify the facts and 7igures on the basis of
arechaeological and linguistic researc:hes.6

The population of Tenganyika is djvided
into over 120 different ethnic gro_ups.7 Eistorical
background of these groups is difficult to trace.
1ts entire account is méde up of oral narrations
transferred from one generation to another.8
On the basis of oral narrations and available
archaeological evidences we cén say that the human
history of Tanganyika began when Bushmanoid hunter
- gatherers who spcke khoisan languages.

These late stone age people were skilled in the
making and using stone and bon; tools. They
occupied northem Tanganyika highlands, the 1ift
vallaey and the shores of Lake Victoria. They were
not pastoralist or agriculturist and depended on

6 The most va&luable research was made

Dr, Leakay about the first man on earth

Zinzanthropus boise ("East African Man")

vhose head es were found at 0lduval Gorge

the site of the vanighed lake on the edge of’

the Serengeti plains in 1959, which 1is over &

million gears 0ld and later on another discovery

made by his son Jonathan about the homo habilis

("able nan") who is thought to be & direct

ancestor of Homo Sapiens, ggsts the possible

view that the history of mankind started in

Tanganyika. Thus, Tanzania played host to the
first chapter to “.he hunan sagae.

Rodger Yeager, Tanzania - An African Experiment,
(England, 1982); ps B.

Afriea gouth of Sahara, Op. c¢it., p. 993.

Judith Listowel, The naking of Tanganyike
(London, 1965), p. 4




hunting and gathering wild plants. The Sandawe
and Hadzepi of Lake Eyasi are the only survivors
of this group in Tanganyika.®

The next group, who settled here were
again stone agé people who belonged to the group
known &s Caucasold. They were cattle keepers as
vell as hunters, They probably arrived . from
the north or northeast many centuries before the
birth of Christ and occupied the rift valley and
the scuthern Eighlands. The Burungi, Gurowa and
iragv pecple are close neighbours of the Bandawe
on the rift valleys rim, Thay are cushitic
spg&king.. They were cultivelors dbut did not
initially use iron. These people are classified
as Bantu speaking and thus as ﬁantus.lo These
Bantus were iron using agriculturist and they
settled in the best farming areas and introduced
sorghum, elusin, millet and yam crops. Some of

9 Gideon S. Were and Derek A. Wilson,

gpast %1& through & Thougand Years
. Ehe Erea?ﬁf day IIEonEOn, 1974)
Pe Eo

10 fThe term is basically linguistic, tut even

to define Bantu languages is difficult, Bantus

are primarily agriculturist people, but one
finds a range of cultures from the most
rimitive to the relatively advanced. About
%he origin of the Bantu speaking people there

is yet & confusion on the exact place of their

origin., However, the linguistics and
ar:t‘meological evidences show that the first
Bantu spetking farmers arrived between the
originated in Southern Nigeria and Cameroon,
since their languages have many basie
similarities. Moffett , OE. ?_%_E.’ pe 284.



them, because of eushitic influence, kept cattle

also and some of these groups eventually settled

in areas where difficul- conditions forced them

to rely more on cattle than crops, Over the centuries
they spread to most of Tanganyike and absorbed

earlier inhabitants in themselves, Kow about 95%

of the population in Tanganyika is from Bantu

stock. All Bantu people. are more or less closely
related to one another by language and by culture,

While 21l these settlemerts wer: taking
place in the intsrior, the coast was developing
in quite a different way. Although it 1z thousands
of years since the contact between the east Africa
and the outside world tock place, the reliable |
account of the first trade can be found in the Periplus,
(circum=-ne-igation or sailing round) of the
Erythrean Seg. (Erythrean se& being contemporary
name of the Indian ocean).ll According to this
valuéble record the Arabs came to East Africa to
trade. They iarou;ht with them iron 1.:11p].am;n1:s‘-"2
and in return took away iwvory, palm oil,

11 This guide to the commerce of the Red Sea
end the Indian Ocean was written in the
second half of the first century A.D.
and was probably the work of a Greek trader
of the Roman empire living in Egypt.
Yea‘ar, opo Cito, P. Te

12 Keneth Ingham, A History of East Africa
(London ,  1982) ps I.




rhinoceros horn, tortoise shell, cinnamon,
frankinscense and slaves which formed one of the
chief exports of East Africa. Ivery and slaves
remained the main attractions of east African trade
through the whole period.’® Besides Greeks and
Romans trade of eastermm Africa, trade also existed
with Arabia, Persia, India and possibly with China,
.All these tradefs came to the coast and neither Arabs
nor Indians needed to meve into the interier., This
means whatever they brought with thém they could
sell on the coast itself. As a result, tne

interior remained isolated, untouched with

for'ei.gn cultere. This exchange trade sometimes

e.g. in case of liory and slavesyinvolved sencing
caravans in_to the interior and sometimes fighting
with indigenous people to keep & trade route open.
Socially snd culturally, the coastal area was
characterized by the dominance of Swa‘nili. The
origin of the Swahill people and language goes

back to the time of first Arabian settlement on

13 ©See Greek book the 'Geographiat' of Ptolemy
(written in the second century A.D. but
later enlarged and dating in its final form
from the late fourth century) also describes
the east African ivory trads.

Were and Wilson, op. cit., p. 8.



the coast of east Africa, vhen the first inter-
marriag:s between Arabs and natives occurred.u‘
But there were only & few scattered small groups
- of this Arab-african mixture of blood and language,
A8 & people, the Swahili, appeared later, when
the sarlliest Bantu tribes living across the coast
and in the adjacent region ceded to a strong Arabd
influence and in parts mixed with them. The
literal meaning of the word Swahili is tof the
ccast' for it came from an Ar&ébic word 'Sahil?
which means coast. Basil Davidscn describes this
culture as Arabicized African precduct as most of
1¢s elements are African although the Arab impact
1s easily discernible.

The seventh century AD. wought Islam in
15 After the quarvels within the
AT8b enpire, over the question of the caliphatg,

east Africa,

civil war broke out and some of the defeated
leaders settled on east African coast, Suleiman
and Said were two well known exiles and they
expanded the most inhuman trade - the slave trade.

14 R. Reusch, "How the Swahill people and
language cane in"to existence",

?anganxika }jote_s‘ and hecords
ar-es aaTy) VOl o 4 s PP. 20-23.

15 Listowel, Op. cit., P. 6.



The other three settiements on record were likewise
settlenents of Ar.b refugees, It is related that
-about AD 740, as a result of a schism among the
shiftes, a body of Arab s;:hismatics kr.owr. as
Zaidiyan sought refuge in East Africe and settled
ir the neighbourhood of S.hungwa.ya. Then about

920, according tw tradition, the sevén brothers of
El Hasa, probably Arabs and possibly of the ‘El
Earth' tribe, flying from persecution, founded
fogadishu and Barawa. In the Seame century, Hasén
bin-A1i, who was & son of Suitan of Shiraz and an
Abyssinia sleve woman, out rivalled by his brothers
and departed with his six sons for Africa. They
salled In seven ships and one son founded & settlement
at each of_ six separate pléces. Three _of thece

are named Mombasa, Pemba and Johanra in the Consmo
Isles. Hasan founded Kilwa., In this way, Arao <
and Persian settlements took place which had a |
considerable influence on the history of east Africa.
As & result of these settlements, the people of
this region gradually got converted to Islam. The
period from 975 (vher Fasan bin Alil with his six
sons landed) to 1498 when Vasco da gama sailed to
Mombasa, is often called the time of the Zen]
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empire .:L6

During ZenjJ empire, trade in ivory, slave
and gold, which had formerly existed betwsen the
east coast and Asia was revived and became mors
flourishing than it had probably been in earlier
times. Gradually the trading centres on the coast
increased in size and prosperity, Kilwa not only
became the most powerful coastal state but also
exercised a great influence on the culture of the
wi.ole region, The culture that sprarg up during
tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries was Shirazian
or Persian in character and the founders of the
State of Kilwe were Shirazis.’ They introgduced

the &rt of stone building, the manufacture and

16 2Zenj is a persian word for black, Persiaus
and Arab writers often referred to coadst as
tthe land of Zen)' that 18 'the land of the -
‘Blacks!s The whole of the coast was in fact
called 'Zanzibar', The word Bar means ‘land'.
Thus, in former times the word Zanzibar
means 'land of the Black' was used for the
whole of the coastal region of East Africa.
Gradually it lost its wide meanini and was
applied only to the island vhich 1s still
named Zanzibare

17 The more information can be obtained from the
writings of several Arab travellers and
geographers and varlous coastal legends and
traditions among whom 'The Arab Chronicles of
Kilwa® describes how the State of Xilwa
was formed at the end of the 10th century by
Hasan bin Alio
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use of lime and cement. The Zenj empire lasted

for aroumd 500 years and was brought to an end by
the coming of the Portuguese.ls The Portuguese

had followed Vasco-da-Game, who visited eastemn
Africa in 1498 on his way to India.'® The Fortuguese
foun?led a series of 1ndepex_1dent towns, peopled by
Arabs. By 1506, Portugal had taken control of all
their settlements and their Indian Ocean trade.
Towards the end of the 16th century Turks and Zimbas
attacked them but with the help cf some of the
tribes they succeeded to overthrow them. POrtuguese
rule rested always on weak found.itions and Arabs

of Oman and Musecat succeeded in overthrowing

ther out of Oman in 1650 and continued their attack
in Africa, Detween 1660 and 1700 there was much
varfare and burning of towns but Arabs succeeded
and captured Mombasa in 1698, after & siege lasting
33 months, arabs occupled Pemba, Zanzibar and
Kilwa, driving the Portuguese out of practically
all their east African possessions except Mozambique.zo
Portuguese remained thers for 200 years but did
little for east Africa except introducing manloc,
maize and the .pineapple. They were very little
interested in the land except as a useful stopping

place on the way to Imid.ex.";"1 Except the Journey

18 Marsh and Kingsnorth, A Introduction to %e
istory of East ica (London, 1957) pe. 7.
19 Colonial O0ffice Report, Op. cit., p. 12.

20 1bvld
21 Marsh and Kingsnorth, Op. cit., p. 18
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made by Gaspar Bocarro in 1616 from Tete on the
banks of the Zambezi to Kilwa Kisiwani, Portuguess
did not make any attempt to penetrate into the
interior, though they knew about the lakes from
the works of traders who had visited them, The

o ther reason vhy there was for so long very lititle
connection between the coast axid interior may ve
that the interior was sparsely populated and the
economic organizations of the inhabitants did not

encourage long range contacis.

African Migration to Tanganyika, |

It has already been suggested that Bantus came
to Tanganyika between fifth and tenth century A.D.
They ﬂrere agricultrrists and therefore occupied
more fertile -reas such &s the fertile wvoleanlic
soils of Kilimanjaro and other &reas with fairly
high rainfall such 8s the hills of Usambara and
northern Pare, the southern highlands etec. Around’
1500 on the basis of adoption of different ocustomary
laws, different marriage and kinship relations,
different ways of building their houses, different
dances, dresses and different languages, & variaty
of groups appeared which were smaller than the
ethnic groups of today. It was not until about the
sixteenth century that people began to organize
themselves inoto larger groups., Each group occupied
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a few square miles., Each group had their chief

to s0lve their cases. These chieftainships were
similar to each other in many ways. Each consisted
of small groups of seattered settlements ruled by

a single chilef who was appointed by the inhabitants
themselves, These chiefs were known by f.‘ne title
ntemli or mtemi, a word which had come from the Bantu
verb Ku~-tema meaning to cut. Thelr functions were
not clearly defined and varied from one ntemiship
(chiefdom) to another. In general, the ntemi
exercised political and judiecial authority in his
.dominion. He was assisted by a number of people -
councillors, priests, headmgn. In some cases, these
officials held thelr office by hereditary rights
i.e. a son succeeded hls father oﬁ the latter's
death, In some cases they were eppointed by the
ntemi himself. In this way, they acted as the
subordinates of ntemi, According to the knowledge
avallable, the first Tanganylkans to appoint chief
were the Nyamwez122 and the Sukuma in the south

of Lake Nyanza (Victoria).

22 The word Nyamwezl means the people of the
moon, because they came from the west, the
direction in which the new moon is always
seen, They first settled in Unyamwezi fronm
vhere they came to the coast and were given
the name Nyamwezi by the coast dwellers when
they arrived on the east coast,

Were and Wilson, op. cit., p. 79.
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From about 1500, new set of Africang
migrated into Tanganyika. The nev comers faced
opposition from the earlier inhabitants. This
resulted into the formation of larger groups., The
difference between these larger groups became
greater and thus separate tribes appeared. The new
comers generally came from the north, the only
exception, the Zimba people who came from the south,

the present region of aAngola or the Congo,
around 159092:3 The Bahima with the special name of
Bachwezl arrived from the norith of Lake Nyanuzs and
occupied Kuragwe reglion., The new ccmers united the

small groups into chiefdoms, Among them one of the

most powerful chiefswas Rutinda, Many of the present '~

Haya chiefs in Bukoba are his descendants. The Tusi
Chief of Ruenda are also & branch of Bauima, During
the Portuguese occupation of Tanganyikan couast around
sixteenth century', the Bahima moved from the west
side of Lake Nyanza to its southern side, into
Ssukumaland founding Zinza, Kiwnmba and Siha chiefdoms.
Around 1750, they moved east and west from Unyamwezi

into Ugogo and Usagara. Here again, they united

23 PMH.C. Clarke, A Short History of Tanganyika
(London, 1964) p. 44,
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small groups into chiefdoms and thus in Usagara
region, the origin of Gogo and Hehe tribe took
place, At the same time, Sambaa people came from
N yuru Mountains near Usagara, All these groups
(tribes) were of Behima descent,

Regarding the Masais in Tanganylka, it is
said that they came frop the north and first settled
in Rift valley of Kenyd& around 1500 and from there
some of them moved Intc Tanganyika., Some other
groups alsc followed them, They were the Barabaig
who came from Mount Elgorn in the north and Tatoga'
people near Singida, In the south the Fyakusa people
round Takuyu moved from Makonde area behind Lindi.

Some people came i:o Iringa from Usagara near {orogoro.

It is not Kno_vm whether the indigenous puople

‘seceepted the new comers peacefully or not, But it is

a fact that the latter were more advanced and better
orgariized. They soon became rulers and practised
equality. They did not favour one group mofe than
another., The system of administration that emerged
gave more powers to the chiefs., The coming of the
Bahima resulted in important social and political
changes which have greatly influenced the history
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of the reglon. Bantu society was based on the wnit
of clan but vwherever Bahima settled they spread their
system of administration, They brought significant
changes in the 1life style of Tanganyilka, changed the

system of government, economy and social life.

Some historians credit them with the
introduction of centralized monarchy. The political
system which thus emerged had the following features.
On the top, there was & centralized morarchy. The
monarchy had & chain of represertatives in the districts
and provinces. These administrative officlals ruled
orly small areas, The instltutlons of slave artisans,

a hierarchy of palace officials and palace women were
also associated with tris political system. Among their
regelia were royal stools, drums, spears, arrows and

“aneclient cz‘»:n.ms«24

They d4d not influence the far south and
the coast which remained unaffected by the culture
of nev people from the north, e.g. the Nyakusa people
in the south have remained loosely joined under
separate chiefs unlike the tribes influenced by the
Bahimae.

The Haya chiefs of Bukoba in later period,
took over full control of the land. The earlier

24 Were and Wilsor, Op. cit., p. 47.
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inhabitants, did not resist the new comers,

The Haya appointed their sub-chiefs also, The
rule of Haya chiefs was strict but fair. On the
other hand in Kilimanjaro, the Chagga tribe was
divided into around 20 chiefs. The struggle among
them on the question of the paramount chief was not

solved till the Germans penetration in the 188'()9.25

The Chaggas introduced & new irrigation
system which brought the water from springs high
up the mountain dowr to their banana shambas (farms).
Later, they discovered how to maké houses merging into
the ground to safegudrd theuselves during the wur
time. A4mong the Usambara the political system
provided for & single chief for the whole tribe.
Kimwerl was their fourth paramount chilef. .The
vhole kinédo:n was diviied into @ number of districts
under the rule cf goverror and each governor had
his representatives., There was a Prime Minister
(Mdoe) and a Commander of the army, Taxes were

collected from the people by king's officials,

25 Later on, British tried to draw the Chaﬁa
into a closer union by means of & counc of
chiefs. But it did not get encouragement
fron the people and thus called & mass
meeting at Moshi in 1934 at which a popular
chief, Petro Itosi Marealle, was elected
paramount chief.



18

Kimwerfs rule was regarded 8s just and egalitarian.

After the death of Kimweri, the Kingdom broke down.

Gogo tribe who originated when Bachwezis united
small groups of Ugogo and Usagara, had 1little unity.
When they were attacked by Masais and Hehe, they Joined
together Insto larger groups. Later on they began
to charge hongo tax (local tools on caravan traffic)
from the caravans. This made them unpopular amongst
the travellers. Ngoni were Zulus and came from south
Africa fleeing fron the strict disciplinary rule of
the great zulu Chief Chaka around 1824, 1Ir the course
of their migration, their numbers had been greatly

increased by the addition of numerous captives.

Nyamwezi were & number of scattered groups.
Each group had thelr uwn name,., The name Nyamwezi Was
given to them by Arabs, Around 1870, the leadership
of the Nyamwezi was taken over by the Chief of Urambo,
nesed Mirambo. He was & brave ruler but after his

death, his kingdom broke up into separate groups again.

Up to the middle of ninteenth cemtury,
the interior had almost no éont&ct with the coastal
 people and their rulers. One of the reason was that
around this time many regular slave caravans went to
the interior and captured men and women to be sold
as slayes. 1In some cases, the people of the caravan
routes came in contact with people of coast, thelr

customs and languagess
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Life in coastal areas

While the nbove developments were taking
plece, in the interior, the life in the coastal areas
was developing In a different way. By 1729, all the
settlements north of the Rovuma Kiver were taken
over by Omni Arabs, The River became the boundary
separating Tanganyika from the Portuguese colony
of Mozambique. Omn! domination of the coast continued
inoto the 19th century under the aggressive Busaidi
dyrasty, under Sayyid Said, the Sultan of Oman, In
the early 19th century, there was a sudden increase
of commercial interest in the interior of east
Africa in response to the increased international
dexand for ivory angd élaves. Thi's gave hoost to
trade with the interior involving Asia, several '
EurOpean countries and the United States of Q(-x'xner,tcax.z6
Fecognizing tre potential of the trade,Sultan Said
concluded a serles of treaties with outside powvers.
The first treaty was made with the United States of
America in 1833 which was followed by treaties with
Great Britain in 1839, France in 1844 and the
Hanseatic League in 1858, sSultah Sald transferred

26 The second period of Arab domination is
characterized as the period of slave trade.
Bagamoyo, Sadani or Pagani were the usual points
of depar%ure and Tabora the most important island
centre. The Arabs made no attempt to introduce
Mohammedanism or conguer the countries of the
interior tut merely deported the inhabitants to
the coast and other places.

Colonial 0ffice Report, Ope. cit., pe. 14



- his capitsl from Oman to Zanzibar in 1840,
Thereafter, more and more Arabs went inzto
interior;and interior and coast were joined

together by trade. Said's primary interest was

not the political control buttrade, Trade was
dominated by ivory and slaves. Arab slave traders
obtained slaves in exchange of cloth, beads, wire
and even guns. Besides these, cloves were also

of great importance. He encouraged the growing of
cloves (Karapun) in Zanzibar and Pemba, Thé slaves were
used for clove: production. The clove production and

i1ts export made Zanzibar the world's leading prsducers,

The slave trade affected the lives of
nearly ali the indigenous people of Tanganyikeé, In
some places it completely disrupted political
institutions and organizations, Even the places rarely
vieited by the slave traders had a considerable
effect on tribal economy and the ordinary way of
life,

In the process of above referred trade, the
nev developments took place; Cne, the Arab caravans
travelled on well beaten paths which later
became regular roads and two, there emerged &
common language 1.e. Swahili, It was these roads
and Swahili language that helped to umite
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Tanganylka, During next fiftesen years, under the
pressure of European powvers whose domestie and
international needs required change in slave trade

policy, Tanganyika was freed of slave hunting and
trade.2’

The end of the slave trade brought peace
in the interior »of Tanganyika. It stopped the
drain on manpower. It provided the possibility of
settled life being resumed. Cost of man power loss
vas. In some cases so heavy that certain ethnic
groups would h&ave perished loosing their ldentitles.

27 Compelled by thelir domestic and international
economic and political processes, the British
passed a law to abolish slave trads. Since
Zanzibar was one of the major eentres of slave
trade benefitting Sultan, he expressed his
unwillisgners _and resisted the British., Before
eny finsl conclusion on this issvue was reached,
Sulten Said cied. 4after his death, in 1856,

his territories were divided bstwean his two
song and Za:gibar became an independent Sultanate
under M&jid, wno succeeded 3Sultan Said, had
plans to moéerniz‘e Zengibar and turn m{'.o a
poverful centre for contact with east coast of
Africa, In 1866, he started a town buildanhg

lan on the shore around the harbour to ch
Re intendeg to transfer his Capital. But

in 1870, he died before his plans had reached
completion. Eis brother and successor Bargash
bin said (1870-88) signed & treaty on 5th
June, 1873 to end the slave trade in East Africa.
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The social and peliticzl structure of
at
indigenous population|that time varied from one

e thnic group to another.28

The common characteristics
of all the tribes were the prevalence of subsistance
economy29 with & limited range of differences in
irdividual wealth, the reccgnition of bsonds of
kinship with obligetions extending beyond the

family group and the strong attachment of the

people to their land. Some of the ethnic groups

were cattle owners and for them cattle were the

m.oét prized fom ¢of wealih., CTatile were also
cornected with religious and magieal belief and
practices. In some casses, it was used as &

payment of bride price by the family of the bridegroonm
to that of the bride, @ payment necessary to

regularise the marriageaao

Adminiztration in the societles was .
generally in the hands of the chiefs, who were assisted
by sub-chiefs who in turmn relied upon village headman
or elders. among some of them there exlsted no
centralized political organization, clan elders
exercised & degree of authority over the members of

their own clan groups and did not acknowledge any

28 Colonial Office Report, Op. cit.y P. 12,
290 1Ingham, Op. cite, P« 37,
30 Colonial Office Report, Op. cit., p. 10.
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common 8llegiance tc & single heai., In some

cases sub-chlefs were the relatives of the

paramount chief and in others it was customary

for the paramount chief to select and sppoint his
sub-chiefs either because of their personal
qualifications or as a rewurd for services rendered.31
Age grade system was &lso prevalent in some ethnic
groups. The group was divided amongst the youths,
warriors and elders. Elders were respected and used

. to give advice to the warriors in case of dis;-utes.az

The econamy of all these tribes,
agricultural and pastoral &like was of a subsistenc:
characters Most of the agriculturist grew foodstuffs,
. including maize, millet, sweet potatoes, cassawe and
bananas. Some of the pastoral groups lived entirely
apon animal.produce while others on some of the agricu:tural
produets. In some areas, simple iron work;.ng was
also carrled on in vhich iron workers were held in
great respect. The comércial intercourse between
various groups appears to have been virtually non-
existenee.as Rven the more primitive forms of barter
system was unknown., Within a group, friends might

31 1Ivid
32 Inghﬁm, Ope. cito’ P. 35
33 1Ibid

————
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exchange presents ané tributes could be paid

to the chief in the form of food stuffs or iron
implements or weapon. In some cases, & group
used to send presents to neighbouring people whose
frigndship was worth cultivating or whose enmity
they wished to avert, In this way, goods might
have eirculated to a limited extent beyond the
confines of a clan or tribal group, The lack of
contact between the tribes restricted ths development
and spread of new ldeas for it wes the product not
of maturity but of suspicion and fear., Indeed
inter-ethnic contacts were greater during *he
period of resistance against European invaders.
The 1850-85 period is important in the history of
the vast inland of now called Tanganyika.

The industrialization of Eurupe, fast
economic growth in-7.5.A. made 1t necessary for
Euroﬁean powers to look for new markets and centres
for raw material, Geography, philinthropic and
missionary socleties were encouraged to send their
men to tell about the landscape, resources and
people of Africa, Under this scheme adventurists
1like Richard Burton, J.1. Speke, James August, Grént,'
Livingston, EM. Stanly and many others came to
East Africa, Similarly, came the missionarigs in the
name of propagating christianity and ‘civilizing the
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Africans, All these in their own way, opened the
vay for German East Africe Company, British East
Africa Company and many other small business firms
to enter ast Africa, Trade was followed by flag
and colonization of the region, Jomo Kenyatta, late
President of Kenya summed up this in 1930s by

saying "when they came they had the Bible and we

- had the land, now we have the Bible and they have
the land".,

Thus, Buropean Interest grew on the vast
tracks of land in Africa which they thought mignt
.p'rofitably be developed and opened up to European
Commerce, With the beginning of European expansion
and colohization, there took place a competition among
them. To avoid military conflict between agressive
European powers,a conference was held ir Berlin ir
1885 in which it vas decided that in future, no
Europeen nation should annex any part of Africa without
first giving notice to the other powers and that the
territory annexed must be occupled in an effective
manner and administered and developed properly. In
this way, Tanganyika fell into the hands of Germans.
The Africans,who knew nothing about this understanding
of colonial powers put up tough resistance but they
lost due to the fact that the enemy was unknown and

better armed.
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CHAPTER « 11
COLONIZATION AND E;QL!
R1C SPONSES

Though German merchants had established

business houses in Zanzibar in the 1840s and German
explorers in the persons of Roscher and Vonder

Deckon had begun - exploring East Africa as early

as 1859, and even Sultan Sald had made a commercial
treaty with them in 1859, Government in Germany
showed 1ittle interest in it.} In 1870 Sultan
Bargash ssked for German protectorate over his country
because he was forced ty British to end slave trade

( a profjtable tradg for Zangzibar ) which he thought.
- that Germans would allovw it to go on. That time s
G ermany showed little .i.nterest in colonization of . -
East africa. For & long time, Bismaré had declared
his opposition to the acquisition of overseas
territories. His argument was_that 4n the field of
diplomacy Gemany desired great advantages from
- being & purely continental state with no over seas
commitments. He feared that a colonial empire would
be expensive to maintain and its acquisition might
lead to demands for the building ‘of a large navy and
might involve Germany in disputes with Britain,
Up to 1870, Germany was loosely jolned together into
a number ot" separate kingdoms. In that year, Germans
joined themselves into one country under the Kaiser

1l J.P. Moffett , Eandbook of Tanganyika
(par-es-slaam, 1958) p.48
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or Emperor and started forming a strong German

empire in Europe.2

In 1873, a German society for the exploration
of Equatorial Africa was formed which was followed with
the German African soclety in 1876, In 1880, both
the organizations combined together and Gemman African
Soclety of Berlin came into existence, which sent
Count Von Schoeler in charge of an expedition to
prepare the situation to occupy the territory between
Mpwapwa and Karema, In 188l, three more persons weTe
sent to estsblish a station near Tabora.3 In 1884
vhen schemes for the colonization of East Africa
were very much in the air, German coloniz#tion
society was formed. In Septembor 1884, Carl Peters
one of the founders of the German Colonization |
Soclety, accompa:led by Count Otto Pfell, Dr. Carl
Juhleke and August Otto, disguised as mechanics
with false names reached there and made "secret
treaties" with the chiefs. Innocent chiefs did not
know what they had signed and wmaware of European
politics did not understand the tricks of the German
Empire builders., 1In their view, they were signing
the treaties of friendship v}hich read as

2  P.H.C. Clarke, 4 Short History of Tanganyika,
(London, 1964), p.91

Moffett , Op. cit., P.49,

4 Generally known by the Africans as M kono-wa-damu,
or the man with the blood strained hands.
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followss -

‘Mangunga, Sultan of Msovero in Usagara, offers
all his territory with all its civil and public
appurtenances, to Dre. Carl Peters as the

representative of the society of German coloni-
zation for the exclusive and universal utilisa-
tion of German colonizers ..... for all times 5

Unknowingly the chiefs promised to give their
land to the German Colonization society. Some of the
treaties sald that the chiefs did mot recognize Sultan
of Zangihar as their ruler, Upon presenting these to
the Kalser, the soclety was rewarded with an Imperial
Char ter of Protection, $chutzbrief, on 27th Fetruary,
1885 which declared that he (Ka.iéer) had placed the
territories under the suzerainty and protection - and
granted to the superintendence of and further regulations

by the German chernment.e

S Judith Listowel, The Making of Tanganyilka,
(London, 1965), p. .

6 (a)The sovereignty of the Sultan of s2anzibar over the
islands of Zanzibar, Pemba and Mafia was recognized.

(b)The coast line from Meningani Bay to Kipini was
recognized as forming part of the Sultan's
possessions to an internal depth of ten sea miles.

(c)Great Britain engaged to support negotiations for
a lease to the German East Agrica Company of the
customs dues at Dar es Salaam and Pangani,

(d)Germmany's sphere of influence was to extend from
the Rovuma River to the River vVanga and thence
inland to Lake Jipe, north of Kilimanjaro‘pand
from there.in a straight line to Lake Vicloria,
at 4its point of intersection by the first degree
of som'.g latitude. . a

(e)areat Britain undertook to use her offices to
promote & friendly arrangement of the rival claims
of the Sultan and the German East Africa Company
to the Kilimanjaro districts, .

Moffett 3 OPe. cit., Pe 55.
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While the African chiefs were unaware of
the implications of the German designs, Britain and
Germany were 8graeing to divide Bast Africa into the
spheres of influence. The m3inland between the Tana
and the Umba rivers became Kenya and that between the
Umba and the Ruvuma became ‘ranganyika.7 The Imperial
British East Africa Company ( Deutsche Ost-Afrika
Gesellschaft or DOAG )Boccupied the formei' and the
German East Africa Company the lattér, Thus,
Tanganylka became German East Africa, 1In 1888, Germans
forced Ssultan to grant a fifty year lease on the coastal
stripe which was known to be territory occupled by the
sultan of Zanzibar, thereby Germans gained full economic

=

and political jurisdiction over the mainland. -

The initial'two decades of Geiman cclonialism
were marked by the colonisers efforts tc consolidate
their political hegemony over the territory. During
their administration,land was alienated from the people
in various parts of the country and was given to
settlers and German enterpreneurs. In 1895, &an
imperial decree decla:fe’d all land in East Africa to
be unoccupied Crown land. The Gem'a.n was empowered
to grant such c'rom land tq any person by transferring .
ownership or by 1ease.§~Th§?alienated ‘areas were

mostly employed in p},_antati,ons. The three district

TYELT

i~
K
-

R

7  Listowel, op. cits, p. 17

M.H.Y. Kaniki, Tangznia under colonial Rule
(London, 19803, P. 78.

"~ .
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plantation regions were (8) Usambare in the north,
(b) along the track of the Tanganyika Railway from
the se® to Lake Tanganyika and (c¢) in scuthern
district.g The main crops produced in the plantations
were cotton, sisal, rubber, coffee and copra. ¥For
their plantations they needed labour and Africans were
the only source for their labour, 1In fact, their
agricultural operations which meant the alimaation

of African land included the reduction of the local
population to the status of wage labourers, Without
African labour, colonial capital investment was
ve.lugeess and planters used the colonial state :to secure
tarough coercion the African labour,. Wéxges for
plantation labourers and other workers were iidtially
low and they were depressed as soon as the coXénial
state machinery pushed more Africers or to the labour
market., Living and working conditicns were very

poor and me';\fricans vwi.0 were in tae employment of
GCermans suffered day to day abuse and brutality.
Besides, paying their taxes,wrkers also had to pay
half of their wages.

Another wvay of getting the labour was
taxation. Taxation was one of the important instru-

ments in the colonial states arsenal for creating

-9 Ansu Kumar Datta, Tanganyike; a Government in
a Plural Soclety, ( lelden , 1955), Pe Do
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wagé 1abour.1° The number of revolts which took place
against the Germans, taxation was one of the important.
reasons. For example, in 1894 Machemba, a Yao Chief
led a tax protests It was crushed in 1899, The chief
fled to Mozambique while his followers were imprisoned.
In 1902,Mpoto from Kitangaril was hanged for leading
a tax protest, Thus,taxes were imposed on Africans
not so much for the revenue which resulted but as a
means of propelling them into the labour market and
the money economy, and thereby drawing off the surplus.

Corperal punishment was freely used in Gemman
East Africe in tne early years of German administra-

.
tion .1"

Wher Dernburg became the Se~rectary for
Colonial Affairs and when he visited East Africa he
reported that "he saw too many whips in the hands and
on the tablss of the planters and -colonizers’312
Thereupon flogg.rg was made 1lllegal except as a
posiiive measur< and that only by public authorities
vhile fbs use upon Arabs, Indians, women and children
was strictly forbidden.

Germans employed Akidasls and headmen

to get 1labour and for the collection of taxes. They
were given & free hand to deal with their African

10 1Issa G ShivJ:L aw State and the Working Class
in Tanzapnia (ﬁ&r es dalaam ,19%5, Pe 1l.
11 Datta, OEO CIt., Pe 6.
s were known to the Swahili populace as
12 3:.%'38& hamrasherl - meaning to the reputation
for administering twenty lashes as punishment.

13  Akida - Subordinate Swahili, Arab and Sudanese
foicmSQ
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fellows and therefore,they frequently resorted to
intimidation and extortion.

All these shortcomings i German
Administration evoked African bewilderment and
hostillity.and they started resenting against
the Germans, Germans retaliated with harsh and
arrogant methods in thelr dealing with the Africans
and soon faced a rebellion headed by a
fiery cheif called Bushiri-bin-Salim-el-Earthi,l*

The maln reason for opposition was German attack on
the politieal rights of the Africans, Prior to

the imposition of German colorial rule, Sayyid
Bargash, the Sultan of Zanzibear, who acquired near
colonial control over the coastal areas, had given
high autonomy to tribal chiefs in their administration
and tex collectlor, The chiefs used to collect hongo
frdm the caravans passing through their territories.
But by the enforced trezty of 1888 between the
Sultan of Zanzibar and Germans, the Germans &ssumed
right to levy customs and right to control all
customs posts in the country by establishing 1ts

own military posts. Besldes this, the Geman

14 Bushiri-bin-salim-el-Harthi was born in
East aAfrica in 1845, and was the son of an
Arad father and an African (Possibly calla)
mother, His clan the Harthi, had been among the
£irst Arab settlers in East Africa and had
been the chief opponents to the growing
power of the Busaldi dynasty in Zangibar.
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merchants decided to break down the Arab trading
monopoly. They forced the Arabs to stop slave
trade. The discontinuation of slave trade lead to
the virtuadl collapse of the Arab monopoly of the
sconomy of the region, The ivory trade of the Arabs
had already been threatened by European competitors.
For years, the Arabs had controlled the east coast
of Africs and the main trade routes of the interior,
The Germar entry challenged their political authority
15 Meanwhile,
Sultar of Zanzibar and coastal stripe of East Africa

and endangered their economic position.

allowed Germans to hoist their {lag alongside his.
Thls et the spark to faggots already piled high,

The new situation led to armed -opposition
by indlgenous people against the Germans, The
outbreak occurred in Pangani in Sep*::enbar_ and
quickly spread to other coast towrs. Even Dar-es-Salaam
was attacked. German officials and missionaries were
killed, Bismarc):reproved the Company for its
inerficiency and appointed a new Imperial Commissioner,
Captain wissman, who arrived with a force of 600

16

Sudanese tréops early in 1888 to restore order.

The Africans were led by Bushiri. He steadily

15 Farlow and Chilver, History of East Africa
(oxford, 1965), p. 129,
16 Emin Pasha was a German who had ruled the

South Sudan. Later on he had 1left Sudan and
come to Bagamoyo.

)
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harassed the Germans till the end came in December
1889 when Bogamoyo was stormed and Bushiri was arrested

and later h&nged.l7

Wissnan was asked to spread German power.
By 1890, German influence had been established along
the coast and at a few places like Mpwapwa and
Moshi in the hinterland. The same year the Germans
occupied the Lake Victoria area. After consolidating
their influence on the area, assigned at 1885 in
Berlin Conference, the German Government took over
sdministration in its own hand and in 1891 January a
protectorate wés proclaimed and the territory was
thence forward administered by the (ierman Imperial

G ovemment.ls

This transfeer of power from Company
to Imperial Government did not imply change of
Govémment policy or even change of staff. The same
officials including Carl Peters with the same 1deas

of treating tha Africans cruely remained in pcnwer.:Lg

17 Eermann Von Wissmann, who was later Bushiri's
arch antagonist wrote that he was clearly a .
man of extraordlnary qualities and compared ..
the aglility and speed that characterized his
actions to those of a springing'panther',

18 Encyelopaedia Brltanica, vol. 21, 1954, p. 781,

19 Carl Peters became Imperial High Commissioner
for the Kilimanjaro district., In 1892, he. was.
indicted by a German Judie' for "excesslve: - °

" eruelty to natives" but it was not until 1897
that he was officlally dismissed from the German
colonial service for 'misuse of official powvers'.
Listcwel, OD. Cito’ Pe 21,
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| Resistence to German incursion came from
Mkwawa, the legendary celebrated chief of Hehe,
Hehe refused t, surrender their rights to levy and
collect customs. tax. In 1891, in a flerce fight a
quarter of a German column of 1000 men which had
penetrated into their country were killed. 1In 1894,
the Germans regrouped themselves to revenge their
defeat, The walls of Kuirenga, the court town of
Hehe, were stormed by the Germans., But Mkwawa the
chief escaped. Despite the offer of a high reward
of 5000 rupees for Mkwawa's head the German did not
succeed irn arresting him, They followed the policy .
of looting, raping and kiliing his followers but 3

.with no result. Mkwawas influence was so great that.w

his followers refused to desert or betray him.20 e

20 The followini report from German offiser shows
the remarkable hold he had over his pevuple in
the hours of defeat:-" .

mikwawa always moved between our patrols.

Fe was supplied with: informations and food

in every localities where our troops operated,
but the inhabitants declined to_give our forces
information and denied all knowlaedge of his

resence. Wwhen we were not on Mkwawa trial

ood and liquor would often be found placed

in the pathless bush, his people knew always
vhere to find him, the directlon he had

taken and the point he would traverse. Although
i1t was certain that Mkwawa exercised an
inexplicable influence over the mnatlves, who
vhen the pursuing troops surpassed his ea:ngs,
would, time after time blindly hurl themselves
on the soldiers, sacrificin emselves merely
to give Mkwawa tne chance of escape. KO "
scheme for his capture was possible and no one: -
even knew what he looked like," .
Moffett 4 Ope. cit., p. 61,
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Mkwawa organized many attacks on German forts
and camps. He fougth very bravely against the
Gemmeans, his deeds and bravery still thrill

and have a place of pride among the Tanzanians

patrotic songs and folklores.

As the inducement was so tempting to be
ignored, on June 14 of 1898, an African betrayed Germans
and the warrior chief committed suicide to avoid capture.ot
From that time, Hehe submitted to the Germans.

‘ Similarly, the people of the north west
east Afrlea aroused strong anti German feeling among
the Nyamwezi, under the paramount chief Siki, vho were
a predatory tribe and meinly living 'by plundering |
- caravan on the appréaching routes of: Tabora which had

been disturbed by Germans,

Germans faced opposition from tile Cheggas
of Kilimanjarc, Carl Peters who nad been put in
charge of that area, used crliel methods to suppress
the Africans of the area. Mell, vho was the chief
of Moshi in Kilimanjaro district, killed & German
commander, Later on, he was hanged vhen Germans
camne to know that other Chagga Chiefs were not
helping him, It was only the lack of wnity which

21 Kenneth Ingham Eistory of East Africa
(London, 1961): %._Tﬁr'!
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helped Germang to suppress thewrising of Melil.

They had alsc to face opposition by Gogo and Yao people.
By 1895, .after many African leaders had been killed

and thelir chiefdoms weakened and most of the large

size ethnic groups had accepted German rule, an end

to wide spread opposition to German colonization

came to an end.

IHE MAJI MAJY DPRISING

Although most of the resistence had been
cuppressed by the Gemans; they h&di no peace because
the Africans had not accepted defeat and traces of
‘opposition were seen in many parts of Tanganyika
a fev years later in 1905, Thsere had hardly been a
year in which the German armec. forces were not
fighting in some place or another, but the resistances
which took place were mostly localised and isolated.
But in 1905, the whole of southern part of Tanganyika
rose to oppose coclonialism, The immecliate cause of
the uprising was opposition to the cotton scheme
which was forcibly implemented in the coastal and

souther &areas. 22

Under this scheme, each village
was compelled to cultivate cotton in an allocated
area. The scheme was made by a group of German textlle

manufac turers seeking an'alternative source to the

22 Gildeon, S, were and Derek A, wWilson,
East ica through & t s8nd years,
(Ibadan, 1974), pe 209,
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high priced American cotton. Government forced Akidas
and headman to establish cotton farms worked by commer-
cial labourer. The workers were paid very low wages and
had to suffer the harsh treatment of the newly recruited
chiefs.23

The uprising had several unusual features.
It was the concerted rising by several tribes whose
leaders kept their plans secret until the last moment..
In fact, the rebels belonged to tribes which had
hitherto given the Germans little t;r«::.ub].es.24 Governorxr
von Gotzen regarded the uprising as a rising of the

25 The

Bantus against the intruders of other races.
spark spread like a prairie fire over the southern e
half of Tanganyika though the northern half remained =1¢
untouched. The one reason for non participation of
north was that the elements whichelsewhere provided the
leadership to initiate the struggle were in {hese arcas
generally more integrated h;to the colonial syst;em.z6
Some of the critics believe that the revolt was due to
resentment against forced labour, hut tax, and the harsh
treatment of the indigenous people by the Germans and
by Swahill and Arab officilals, But harsh treatment was
equal even to the northern and central parts

of the territory. Probably the

23 J. 11iffe, "The organisation of Maji Maji
rebellionSoJournal of Africang History, 1967,
pp. 497"5 .

24 The following tribes took part in the rebellion -
Ngoni, Bunga, Mwera, Sagara, Zaramo, Masumbi,

25 Harlow and Chilver, op. cit,, p. 139.
26 Kmiki’ OPe cito, Pe 213,
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rlequired'unity, charismatic leadership and

immediate provocation was absent in these areas,

A Tevolt began with a labour dispute. At
Kibata the German government had acquired a planta-
tion which was maintained by means of compulsory
labour. In July 1905, an Aradb (Akida), Sefu bin
Amrl, at Kibata reported that a medicine man was
inciting plantation workers to disobey his orders
for picking cotton. Fis warning for possibie trouble
was ignored by the German administration and he
flad away for his 1llfe, But on August 2nd, 1906
came the armed attacks from Africans on men by town
Samanga. The town was set on fire. It spread far
afield very rapidly as initial local success of
Africans encouraged raising of arms in other parts
of the country and to fight against the Germans.m

Af ter Samanga rebels marche\d'to Madaba trading centre, °

27 What aired much to the flame of rising was the
prevalence of serpent cult, Before the rebellion
reports had appeared that there was a water
monster at Nagaranbl vhose medicines were able
to compound medicine as a prophylactic against
disease or evil or famine. The medicine could be
sprinkled over the body or taken orallh{. It was
induced with the pover that even if thls water
falls to work forth with, it was alleged, that
those who had been a;%garently succumb to bullet .
would rise again in e next three weeks time.
This magic water Maji (4aji - a swahill name for
water) provided a bond of union and fearlessness
in beginning which led to simultaneous action
by many triges between whom any such connection,

hitherto had been belie;ed to be impossible.
‘Moffett ’ op. Cito’ Pe 1.



41

which was set on fire where Arad traders, who had by
now opted for paying customs to German instead of
local chiefs, and Swahill over-seers of Geman
colonial adminigtration were killed and their
property looted. But rebells were discriminative
enough not to destroy life and property of two

Indian financiers who were prgfent amidst those
killled.The nature of Indian's work had led to create
little grievances to Africans, Simultaneously

the trading centres along central trade routes

like Kibasa and Mhenga were also attacked and looted.
After %this, the commard of rewolt along the southern
route was assumed by abdulla Mapanda (who had done

the pilgrimage to take the magic water). Under him 4
Kingwichiro and Liwall district cantres were ransacked
and se% to fire. The families of Européans and African
Askarisggwere killed by poisoned arrows and their
buildings were set to fire. The missionarles at
Mikukuyumba were also killed and & missionary station
at Nyangaon was set to fire after killing the
missionaries. The African uprising against imposition
of Geman rule continued and the armed men proceeded
to Masasi which was a big centre of christian

missionaries. Before they could reach the area,

28 Africans employed by Germans as unarmed
miliitary man,



42

European missionaries managed to escape to Lindi
port and African christians managed to remove

22

church valuables, Meanwhile, there was another

upsurge agaimt the intruding Germans, people who
lived on the plateau between Lake Tangeanyika and
Lake Nyasa, faced the heavily armed German army at
the risk of their 1ife and property. Gem‘ans
succeeded in defeating them at Jacobl and Nakatupe.
The Germans did not find these places as safe for
stationing and thus abandoned them. The people of
Jaccbl ane Nakatupe did not want any part of the
towns to £all in to the hands of the Germans, whonm

they suspectad to soon return and thus btsfore

leaving the area they levelled them to ground. The
movement of ‘rgbel's",- show that it was directed towards;-
ports or trading centres along 'both tha trade routes
and centres of missions, It spreced roughl; to an
area south of central railway tc east of line drawn
from Kilosa to north point of Lake Nyasa., They were

quite poorly armed and most of their fire arms were

29 At Masasi, the Maji, Maji followers did not
get the support of ’me residents. One of the
cause of the set-back was that the town was
inhabited by freed slaves who had bsan
converted into christians and to whom the .
local people were as. alien as the Germans.
They started following Europeans and on.way at
Chiwata, they gave up further march since
chivata people did not come &long with them
in their fight against Germans.

Joffett , ope. clit.,p4
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muzzle loaders and for thelr bullet they depend
upon telegraph wire and glass stopper from soda water
bottles. Many of them were solely equipped with
bows and poisonous arrows., Thelr target of attack
were European officials and missionaries, and |
Askaris, Akidas, African christian station and
Arab and Swahill traders who had sided with Germens
by this time.

ﬂaji Maji was the large scale uprising
Against Germans in which more than one ¢ribe fought
Germans and such organized armed revolt could not

become possible thereafter. It resulted in the
estimated loss of .some 120,000 lives.

The result of the Maji Maji which Africans
had to bear was the cruel repression which swep:
through the country. The rebel villages were
systematically burnt, their harvest destroyed,
cattle carried off and German Aékaris vwere granted
absolute license to rob, kill and enslave the

inhabitants.>©

30 It is best summed up by Liancourtesfamous
contradiction "it is not a revolt, it 1s a
rewlution”" like that other revolution the
Majil Maji stirred the depth of human
emotion, certainly nothing in East Africa's
history has come mbre direct and flamingly
from the hearts of her native inhabitants.
Mau Mau in comparison was a local affair
concerning mainly one tribe.

RM. Bell, The Maji Maji Kebellion in the

Livale District, gan§anxika ;1_~zotes ang Records,
(Dar es Salaanm, 1 PPe -Ole
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CAUSES OF REWLT

The fundamental causes of the revolt
were SO many. It has been already stated that after
the Germans control on levy and collecting the
customs taxes on the passing caravans,' Bushiri Revolt
took place which was followed by Siki,Mkwawa and
other revolts. But still there were tribes in the
south of the Rufiji who refused to surrender the
Germans and Germans regarded them warlike and
hostile. Their method of dealing with the Africans
vere cruel and irhuman and thus invited Africans anger,
suspician and resistence, Majl iiaji rebellion
vas a response to administrative evils which were
rooted in immorality. At the first place, Germans
were late comers in the coloniel enterprise lacking
experigice n dealings with Africen peoples and
their varled population, Secondly, they were in a
great haste to carve out colonies in scramble for
Africa as even being a big European power they
had not acquired any colony of significance.
Thirdly, the arrogance of their pover and race
(as they bellieved that they really could go wherever
they like and do whatever they like) made them to
exclude Africans in their design and calculations as
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& race worth deserving any human consideration.3l
All these haste arrogance and rashness got combined
in establishment of Germans rule which produce<

a series of convulsions against its rule of which
Mali Maji was a whooping one. Moreover, in imposing
thelr administration, Germans entirely depended for
their recruitment of files and ranks of Africans who
vere alien fbr'Germén East Africa such as Swanili of
coast, Sudanese and few Arabs. These people were
recruited as mercenaries and took full advantages

of protection of German uniform to prey upon the
1nhab1tahts of the country where Gemmans intentionally
did not take note of any cruélitles perpetuated on
the Tanganyikans, as long as ltiserved thelir
purpose. whenever the Africans-resisted against
the inhuman treutment; the Germans sent thelr armed
troops to'punish the aAfricans by burning their

huts and looting their cattle. As stated earller,
this was the reason that during Maji'ﬁaji Tevolt,
Sudanese, Swahilis andAArgbs»were special

targets of African attack and as Indians were not

reeruited as Akidas they were entirely left untouched.

31 A contemporary of that period writes that
uGermans did not take any step to reconciliate
the natives, their policy, Judging from thelr
conduct, was to treat the latter as conquered-.e
and was quite unable to cope with the
insurrection which it had deliberately

incit ed.®
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The forced labour system which was common
in German period was the major cause of Maji Maji
rebellion. In chis system, a number of villages
were allocated to a German settler planter, The
headmen of these villages were obliged to provide
the settler with a fixed quota of workers everyday.
Falling that the settler used to torture people
cruelly. The whip was often used on. bare bodies of
African rural folks. The settlers were hand in
glove with the administration and treated Africans
worse than animals. Vhen the Africans found that
their land had been taken away and they were being
forced tc work on their land to produce for aliens
they rewvolted against the Germans. Soon a widesSpread
© underground movement emerged. This movement had plans
for simultaneous revolts in many parts of Hie
country. This uprising undoubtedly cane as a bolt
from the blue to the Germans and spread far afield
very rapidly. The evidence goes to show that
initially the insurgents received tremendous
support which encouraged people in other parts of
the country to take up arms against the Germans,

It is suggested by T.0. Ranger, mythical storiles
played a major role in the spread of Maji Maji
rebellion?? People were made to believe that sprinkling

of 'Blessed or Mafic water' made them fearless and

32 HOffett s Opo cito, p40 75.
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provided them Immunity from bullets., The slogan
that blackxn_an should unite and fight against their
German enemy also became very popular. The

myth of Maji Maji (blessed water) and slogan of
unity contpibuted to a bond of wnion vhich led

to simultaneous action by many tribes and groups
between whom any such united effort was hitherto
unbelievabls or rather impossible.

Maji Maji rising was an important episode
in the serles of tradition of Primary Resistance.
The onlr way left to the ifricans of Tanganyika was
to resist and one sees the tradition ef resistance
from the very year of German rule was established .¢
t111 tne Maji Maji Tewlt and it stopped only when -
drastic administrative chénges were introduced in
the dealings of Germans with the Africans.

~

The success and fallure of Maji Maji rising
can be explained on the basis of its aftermath
results Firstly, the rebels succeeded to the extent
that for the first time under German rule there was
a risirig in vhich more than one tribe were mobilized
which spread to the whole south east of German
East Africa. Secondly, it was able to resist all out
in arms for 2 years desplte the fact that by this
time Germans had got 20 s;ears for entrenching
themselves and Gemans had not to meet any centralized
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or wel; organized oppositiog. The rebels had
remarkable initial success because of their faith in
potency of the ‘magic water'and secondly due to

- feeble resistance offered by very small number of
Germans present in highly under guarded territory
of south east Tanganylksa, which had not aroused

any fear of rebellion by remaining peaceful

so far as these areas were sparsely populated.

The German authorities with their organized plan
and disciplined force, crushed the rebelliomn,
Moreover, the Africans soon realized that the

magic water had no magic and they had to suffer very
heavy casualities.

Maji Maji rebellion was widely spread but
all the tribes did not participate in this strrggle.
‘No doudbt almest all pecple were effected by German .
colonization, land alienation and forced labour
policies. Moreover dilring +the colonization period,
there were active opponents of the German rule and
had produced famous warriers like Bushiri, Mkwawa
and Siki, By the time Maji Maji uprising took place
the Germans had settled in large number in
northem Tanganyika and at the time of uprising
they had sizable force in the north which made it
difficult for the northern Tanganyikans to join
the Maji Maji Movement.
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On Germans the effect of Maji Majl in
policy and action, was tremendous, The Maji Maji
of 1905-07, a rising in the Cameroons in 19804-05 and
the Herero war in south west Africa,ss brought great
shock to the German public opinion in Germany, 1t
was realized that there must be something wrong in the
state of German colonigl administration, 1In deference
to public opinion as voiced by members of Reichstag it
vas resolved that drastic changes were needed in many
fields. 4s a result, a number of administrative changes

were Introducede.

In 1807, a Colonizl Tiepartment of German
Govermnment was formed and its first head Dr. B,
Dernburg - - closely investigated the affairs of German
East Africa and attempted to reform thém on” the
apparent prirciple that the Interests of the
inhabitants should receive much more attentibn.34
Baron Freiherr Von Rechenberg, Guvernor from 1906-12
tried to base the nevw administration on the old
patterns of African society, hoping to disturbd
traditionél'ways of life as little as possible, 1In
Iringa, and Mahenga where there was still a risk
of trouble, military rule remained. In contrast to

this, in the western kingdoms of Ruanda, Burundi

33 All these areas were under German occupation.
bid, Pe 7.

34 LiStOVEl, Ope 2_1_&., Pe 47
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and Bukoba, with their highly organized royal
administrations, the Europeans only gradually
interv.ax_led. The chiefs were allowed complete
internal sovereignty including the administering of
law but in each State, German Resident waé appointed
who had to be accepted by the ruler as an adviser.
The whole country was devided into ninsteen

clivil and two military districts, Over most of the
territory the Governor ruled through agents called
Akidas and Jumbes. The Jumbes were recognised
headmen or leaders of clans or small groups of
Africans, A certain romber of Jumbes would be
under the authority of ar Akida. Often, the Akidas
were Arabs or Swahili and their methods and
treatment of the people sometimes aroused bitter
feelings, generally they were employed to collect

ta.xes.as

Dr. Demburg, after visiting the British
territory of Uganda to see how they were running the
country introduced certain reforms. During the
0ld regime, little importance had been attached
to the economic possibilities of the African
population, The chief hope had been placed in the
deveiopment of Ruropean plantations and the Africans
vere regarde_d chiefly as useful labour for them.

35 Moffett 3 opo cito’ P. 78,
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Dr. Dernburg took & different view, He sawv the
colonies as a source of raw material for German
industr.es and the Africen population as the most
valuable asset of the colonles whose economic develop-
ment should be guaranted. KHe encouraged cotton
growing. among the Africans &8nd by 1914 the export
of cotton from German East Africa was ten times greater
than ic 1902, Among all these, innovations,
directives protecting African land tenure and
prohitting forced labour except for public works
projects was also introduced, Secondly, to increase
cormunication system a8lso certain reforms were intro-
duced. By 1900, the only railway in German East
Africa was a 25 mile stretch of the Usambaparailway
which had been built ir 1893 and was originally”
intended to run from Tanga to Lake Nyanza (Victoria),
but the completion of the Uganda railway forestalled
this plan, ) The next plan which was started in

1905 to built trunk line from Dar-es-Slaam to Lake
Tanganyika by 1907 reached only Morogoro., Usambara
railway was eitended to Moshi by 1911, This
provided transport for the European Plantations
there, and was also of strategic value by reason

of i1ts position near the boundary of British East
Africa - Kenya, The plans for the extension of
central line was also made which in 1014 reached
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Kigoma or Lake Tangenylka, In 1914 it was agreed
to finance the construction of a branch line from
Tabora to the regions of Ruanda and Urundi , But -
the first World War put an end to the project,

After Maji Mali uprising economic changes
in the country became the primary concern’ of the German
administration, They devoted lot of funds and
energy for the development of plantation agriculture,
The export trade had also been steadily progressing.
In 1900, the exports were valued at £. 214,682, In
1906, despite the Maji Maji rabellion, trade had
risen to over half & miliion pounds’ and six ysars
later it had reached the million pound figure. 1In
1900 imports had been valued at £..601,527, in
1906 at £ 1,697,085 and ir 1912 at £ 2,5,5,000.36
.There was also expar.sion of education in Tanganyika
and the Africans had tenefitted from the formal
education, More than 6000 students were enrolled in
Governmen®t schools and more than 150,000 in mission

schools by 1914,37

The German rule came to an end due to
the defeat of Germany in world War I, during the
course of which allied forces under the command of

 Gemeral Smuts occupled the territory in 191655and a

36 Ibigd.
37 Rodger Yeager, Tangania = An African E eriment
(England, 1982), P. 1i. =S8 AXpel RS

38 Dpatta, op. cit.y p. 8
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provincial civil administration was established for
that year on the lst January, 1917, 1In November
2917, the German forces were driven across the Rovuma
river in to Portuguese East Africa and the occupation
of the whole of the territory was then completed.

By Article 119 of the Treaty of Peace with
Germany, signed at versailles on the 28th June, 1919
Germany renounced in favour of the Principal Allied
and Assoclate Powers all her rights over her
overseas possessions, including her East African

colony.39

The Principel illied and Associate Powers
agreed that hig Britanica Majesty should exerciss

a mandate to administer this former areas of Ruanda
and Urundi, for which the mandate was given to the
Belgian Government. And thils way Tanganyika |
became British colony instead of German. This aiso
marks the begirning of new fo~ms of political

struggle against the imperialism in Tanganyika.

942 (London, 1950),

3¢ HMSO Great %ritain, Colonial Office Report
oL 'che Administration o Tangany a for the
year p.
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CHAPTER = IIT

ORIGIN AFD GROWTH OF

POLITICAL MOVEMENTS.

After the 1lst world war, Tanganyika

becime mandated territory wnder the League of
Nations. Great Britain was m&de responsible to
administer the territory., Thus, within the frame-
work of intermmational supervision British
‘administration in Tanganyika territory was formally
established by the Tanganyika Order in Council of
22nd July, 1920, sir Horace Byatt became the

first Governor and Commander-in-Chief. During

his governorship, political and administrative
developments Were vary slow, 1 There was a shortage
of administrative talent needed both for the normal
goirerning of & territory as large as Tanganyika and
for the re-allocstion c¢f economic activities that
had been disturbea during tie military campaign.
With anly 108 adriinistrative officers, Byatt hed

to recreate & complete departmental system mciuding
police, post, telegraph, communications, health and
education down to the last details of office
- administration and filing. The estates and

1 Byatt had often been criticized for not
having a clear policy., To blame Byatt would
be wrong since the British Empire was under-
going a process of change due to theé pressure
of Indian National movement in Indla; Indians®
demands for equal rights in settlement
colonles; and problem of supply of labour for
European planters, Byatt also had to face
the enormous and pressing problems of getting
the economy of Tanganyika on its feet after
the War, The terr tor;; was sti‘]il \mgerggaing
‘ e &an
gufﬁgiégeﬁlgﬁ%mlaﬁ%ﬁ about 8;_888
vsct:\.ms in Tamﬁnyika, almost two percent of
the total population.
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plantations of Germans wers placed in the handg
of the custodian of enemy property. Thus, faced
with the task of new administration and new
economy on the ruins of German enterprise he was
convinced that there should be no innovation to
disturb the African population. Thus, German
system of administration was retained. He
maintained 22 german provinces although their
boundaries ignored tribal divisions. He also
appointed Provincial Commissioners, Dvistrict
Commissioners and District 0fficers., In some
areas rule through akidas continuéd,a'w:i,th the
exception of those who had given direct assistance
to the retreating German forces or who had made
themselves immensely unpopular during their rle,
Byatt hoped thsat the‘ retention of the Akida would
prove good for -the stable development of future
administration. |

Restoration of Germa&n system of administration
was one of the major mistakes of the British govern-

ment since the German rule and the methods used to

2 British found many Akidas very loyal to them,
e.g., Akida Sefu of Newala had been appointed
by the Germans in 1904 and later he was
highly respected by the British, who found
him so loyal and trustworthy that during &
six month period in 1924, thez left on Aklda
Sefu the Newala sub-district to administer
alone in the absence of any European officer.
*J. Gus Liebenow, Colonial Tule and Political

Pevelopment in Tanzanla - case 01 e




57

govern vere brutal and thus unpopular, German
Count Von Gotzen had commented on the system that
"they resort to oppression ard fraud which makes our
administration detested by the people".

In the early 1920s, the impact of British
regime on Tanganyikans was not appreciated by the
indigenous populations They thought German regime
vas better than British. according to Tanganyikans,
if the methods of Britisk Government were not as
harsh as those of the Germans, they were not soft
sither, Comparing the Germans with the British
they said 'the Germans Bzat us, but they paild more
than the British for the agricultural progducts we
sold them:' Secondly, 'witﬁ the Germans we knew

where we stood, with the Britisk, who can tellzt?

3" 1Ip 1919, captain Georie St. J. Orde Brown.
vho served the military government thav
preceded civilian rule stated that he was -

"convinced that many of the evils which
brought about the perpetual gxe-imitive expedition
of German days arose solely because the white
officlals were shut off from direct dealini
with the natives - Akida save troubdble, azy
district officer will appreclate an efficient
Akida and therefore tends to be blased in
hig favour, If an Akida is efficlent, he is
dangerous, if he is inefficlent he is
redundant. According to British Administra-
tors, the weakest element in the Akida system
was the cadre of the Jumbos uho were appointed
as adminigtrative assistants to the Akidas.
'Liebmow, Op. cit.’ Pe. 90. '

4 Judith Listowvel; The Making of Tanganyika,
(Lmdonﬁ 1965) po 73. -
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Lord Cameron, who succeeded Sir Byatt
introduced system of Indirect rule in Tanganyika.
He had seen this sysvtem rperating in Nigeria under
the Lord Lugard 5 Indirect rule was based on the
use of traditional African leaders/ chiefs for
purpose of administration., Unlike Nigeria, some
communit;ies did not have the system of appointing
chiefs, Instead they had age group system. In
these cases, Cameron Government tried to appoint
chiefs or creat a Council of Chiefs. This often
led to friction., 1In some cases, they placed
authority in the hands of religious priest called
Laibon,. They failed to realise that & laibon was
only a religious authority and not a political
entity, the Chief, He had no wish to be made 1n to
Government official and delegated his authority
to elders. In some other cases, the British
. appointed new officials who acted similar to the
0ld Akidas., The main problem with this system was
the separation of European controlled Central
Government and African local administration,

The purpose of this system was the scheme
to exploit the African people and thelr resources
more effectively and efficiently. It was an

5 Lord Twinning, "The last nine years in
Tanganyika®, African Affairs,
Jmuafy 1959, Pe 15.
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&ttempt to divide and rule the Africans by
creating a privileged state of chiefs or local
elites. They wanted to create cleavare between
the Africans,

It has been already stated that one of
the main causes of Maji MajJi revolt was the
practice of forced labour under which number of
villages were allocated to the headman to provide
the settler-planter on a fixed quota basis every
day, This system of forced labour continued
to exlst even in the British time (also. The
British used three methods to ob%ain labour, one
through fcommunal labour', two trib2l turnouts'
and three *tax defaulters'.'e These practices
violated the mandate provisions of the Léague of
Nations and ILO Conventioﬁ on Forced Labour. The
lL.edgue and ILO (later) forbade the use of compulsory

labom'. ?

6 Communal labour which started in 1921, was
internationalized through the Natlve Authority
Ordinance of 1926, The Ordinance empovered the
administrators to 1ssue orders to Africans to
provide labour for the ur;f)ose of exterminating
or preventing the spread of tsetse fly, Communal
_labour was supposed to be wvoluntary and the
employed worker did not get remmeration except
some er and meat ration,

Issae G Shiv}i, Law gtate and the %orking

class in Tanzania (Dar es SlaAm, P-T
7  ILO Convention on forced labour, No. 29

adopted at the 14 Session (Geneva) in 1530,
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The systen”of taxation was used to
engage workers for capital use. Under the Hut and
'Poll Tax Ordinance of 1922 and later the House
Tax Ordinance, & native was liable to pay tax
ir cash. He cculd also discharge his tax obligation
by providing the equivalent amount of labour on
any government undertaking or on any essential
pubiic works and services authorized by the

Government.

Conscriptior. was another method of
forcing the Africans to work on State or private
enterprises. For the Sisal Industry, which nesdad
over 10 per cent of the total labour force in
1944, conscription was the usual method of
obtaining labour force.

The tax on Huf., Poll, Piural wiies wes
discriminatory as it applied only to the mdigenousv
population. Since the primary goal of this system
was to recruit labour and the indigenous population
was the only source of labour, the settler community

was not covered by these taxes.-

8 Under the Hut & Poll Tax Ordinance of 1922,
every native had to pay hut tax i,e. any
hut, buildirg or structure commonly used by
natives as a dwelling was taxable, If the
person had more than one wife in the same
hut, then he had to pay an additional hut
tax for each additional wife, This was
called plural wives taxe.

Shi,VJ’.L s 020 cito, Pe 12,
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The tax system was used to introduce
huniliating system of pass. The tax ticket was
like an identification card and the Africans had
to carry it vhenlever they went out of the house
because non production of tax ticket on demand
was regarded as & prima faclie evidence of the
ndn-payment of tax, In some cases, Africans were
even beaten to death for non-payment of taxes.‘g

The Africans opposed taxes on Poll, Hut
and plural wives. In 1928 an uprising led by
wanyakusa was an expression of protest against the

tax systenm. 10

The Africans were getting restless about
the forced labour system, forced tax collection
cystem and other brutalities of the British
admninistration, To these problems were added a
cut i mbney wages and price inflation,

9 A letter written by a white sympathiser in
1936 to a colonial secretary - 1t is a long
sad story how the tax is collected from mere
defenceless creatures. Sometimes, 1ts their
womkifolk who are pinched, sometimes their
cattle, goats and sheep. No wonder people
hide in caves and leave village settlements
to avoid tax collectors or offer themselves
to the recruiters of labour, the slave masters
of the colonial era.

20 1n 1928, a protest was led by Wanyakusa against
the tax sistan but this grotest. was suppressed
by the co anial government and Wanyakusa in
order to avoid his arrest had to leave his

place and migrated to Nyasaland (now Malawl),
Shivji, op., cit., p. 11l.
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There was also an increass in unemployment., It
is estimated that during 1933-34, about 32¢ of

11
the adult male Africans 3.1 Tanga were unemployed.

These conditions aroused resentment
amongst the Africans and thejr adopted different
vays to protest against the British colanial
government, To organlze themselves, they formed
political parties, peasant organizations, trade

unions.

The Emergence of Peasant Movements,

The polic¥ of cash erop production and
land distribution adopted by the British after
taking over the admmistration from the Germans
resulted in clash of interest within the Africans
and Europeans, Among the tribes of Kilimanjaro snd
Buhaya, it created tensions regulting in protest by
Africans, Initially, the British Government
- distributed land holdings to the Africans for
plantation of cash crops llke coffee and bananas
but it soon changed its policy when successful
African farmers posed a problem and challenged the
guropéan farners by creéting & scarcity of workers
and dumping in the market coffes and bananas in large
quantities. On the demand of the Buropean farmers



63

Britlsh Government asked the Africans to stop

producing cash crop s.12

Their plea for such an
actlon was that Africmas were spreading diseases to
the European coffee plants, The tension mounted
at a high pitch and created anti-administration
feelings among the bAfricans, vhen the letter were asked
to burn their cropse. The Africans protested and
said : |
" We do not plant coffee for fire but
to get profit and burning is not the cure of
coffee plant disease ees  We d0 not grow
coffee to bacome afterwards as & trap tc fall
in but we grow 1t on the sake of getting profit
and become rich and prosperous. We do not
need to be taught how to grow coffee or »anana
trees or to stop from growing anything on our
shanbas or on our soil.13
The African farmers challenged the chiefs
vho had accepted the new rules regarding the .
ban on cash crop production. They demanded that
the people must be consulted by the chlefs before
taking such decision,they said "the chiefs have
demoﬁsu'ated the need for more representative

government" .14

12 Illffe, Opo Cito, Pe 277.
13 1bid, p. 285.

14 Goran Hyden, Beyond ggama in Tanzania,
(London, 19§0 Pe



This demand was taken over by the Tanganyika
African Association (TAA)l'S which launc.heci
resistance against the chlefs. Mr. Eustace
Bagwarwa from Kiange, who was leading the movement
along with other Africans was arrested and police
this way suppressed the movement. Very positive
aspect of this protest was that the week after the
arrest of Eustace Bagwarwa and his friends, Chief
Kalomera of Kianja expressed support by protesting

against the government order on banning of cash crops.

These avents indirectly contributed to
the political movement and created anti Britisa
feelings for thelr discriminate practices. There
were many similar situations in all over Tanganyika, -
which eventually provided base for independence
movement of the country, The difference between the
campaligns of Maji Meji protest of 1905 and 1937 was
that the rebels of 1905 were fighting against the
expending colonialism, The 1937 campalgners were
expressing their protest against the discriminative
policies of the British Government. Their campalgn
was the part of the overall movement of the TAA and
thus strengthened the liberation struggle.

16 1In 1929, the group of Africans had founded
the political organization for the eventual libera-
tion of Tanganyika from the British, The
organization was named Tanganyika African
Agsociation (TAA). For more detalls see
section "Formation of Ténganyika African
Associatiorf of this chapter on page-{7 -



GENCE _OF TRADE UNIONS

The Tanganyikan struggle for national
liberation cannot be understood without knowing
the emergence of small but large number of trade
unions, These unions helped in raising the
political conselousness of the Africen and Asian
workers, Trade unions emerged among the wage
labourers - factory workers, transport workers,
domestic servents; vhen free.and organized workers
came in conflict with their employers in capitalist

production .16

The significant characteristics of trade
unions whick smerged before Second wWorld var were,
firstly, all of these unions were formed by relatively
skilled or quasi skilled workers whose occupation
brought them into contact with tke urbkan Milieuol%econaly '
these workers were capable of creating situation
in the country uhich could generate ideas of imity
and implications of strikes. They also made the
Africans conscious of need for independence.
Thirdly, their membership, besides beirg small, was
highly individualized, too scattered or moblle by

the very nature of its occupation to mount an

16 _ganiid, Tanzania Under Colonial Bule (London,
1980), p. 285,

17 Shi'v’ji’ 0p. c:-to, P lé64,
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effective collective action beyond letter writing
and public meetings, This was the.reasor that none
of these unions went or long term strikes. Thus,
it became easy to suppress them because they were
backed by effective and sustained collective action.
The strikes launched by them were of short duration
and lasted not more than four days. In some cases,
workers returned to their Jobs without their demands
being met, in others, their services were terminated
~while in some cases leaders were arrested and
conv:!.ct‘.ed.]'8

According to scme historians, the beginning
of working cless struggles and organisations took
place in the 1950s, but according to Iltffe, labour

movements emerged long before the ].050.:L

Tanganyika Trade Unics Ordinance was
enacted in 1932 on the behest «f the Secretary of
State for Co.lon!esg.e' This ordinance was closely based
or: the U.K. Trade Union Acts of 1871 and 1876, It
adopted the definition of trade union from those
acts and adopted even the provisions concerning civil

and criminal liebilities of trade unlons.

The first African workers to organize were
civil servants vho formed Tanganyika Territory Civil
Service Association (TTCSA) .21 1t was founded by

18 1Ibid, p. 165,

R £fe.'A History of the Dock workers of
1o garzt;-{aﬂe_;am ) Tang ygika Notes and Records,

VO]-o 71’ 197 9 P.
20 ShiVJi, Op. 31to’ Pe 157
21 1liffe, Ope Clte, Pe 396
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Martin Kayambaln 1922 on the lines vwhich were
Similar to Asian and Buropean Civil Servants
Association. 1t weakened in 1929 when some of

1ts members jJoined the more broadly based Africean
Association, In 1944, it again revived and renamed
as Tanganyika African Government Servants
Association (TAiSA). The new organization was
more militant apd its rules confined membership to
clerks and skilled workers and excluded labourers.

In 1927, African motor drivers and
mechanics formed a Motor Drivers Union in Moshi.

Their deménds consisted of higher wages.

‘Tenganylka's first trade wnion registered
under the Ordinance, 1932 was the union of Shop
Assistants22 which was formed and registered
around the middle of 1933.23 The union corsisted |
almost exclusively of Asian members and they were
struggling for a legislation regulating working
hours i,e. opéning time for the shops or service
hours of the employees, The union could not
succeed in getting its demands accepted and became
disfunctional by 1940,

22 Shop assistant was defined asany person
employed for hire in a shop as & clerk or
salesmarn,

23 ShiVji, OPpe. Cito, Pe 159.



68

The Asiatic Labour Union, composed of
carpenters, masons and blacksmiths was formed in
Dar-es~sﬁ.aam in 1857 vhose aim was to safeguard
the interests of asiatic skilled 2% and
unskilied workmen, The Union was exclusively
Asiatic and its membership was confined to Asian
workmen and its executive comittee was totally
Asian, Its demands included increase of wages and
shortening of the working day to eight hour. To
fulfil 1ts demands it organized first strike of the
capital., Although it achieved both its demands hut
did not live long as it could not musier suppori
for any other derand., Eventually, it turned into

a welfare society.

The Labour Trade Unlon of East Afrlca was
formed in the middle of 1930s, This walon bad its
origin in Kenva Indian Labours Trade Union, formed
in Kenya by Asian artisans. Within two months,
Makhan Singh, an active conmunist trade unionist,
trained in India, organized 1t on class basis and
named it Labour Trade Union of Kenya, open to all
races i.e. Asian and Africans, became its General
Secretary. Its main aim was to organize all

workers in Kenya on class and not race basis. On.

24 Skilled workers constituted only § per cent
of the total working class.
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demand from workers in Uganda and Tanganyika, it
changed 1ts name to Labour Trade Union of East
Afriea in 1937, It was registered in Tanganyika
under the trade union ordinance in 1939, It was
the first body in Tanganyika to raise political
demands for structural changes. During the
world war Two, under emergency regulations, it
ceased 1ts activities and in 1947 reconstituted
on separate territory basis i,e. Kenya, Uganda

Tanzania,

During 1940s, Trade Union movement
cont_inued to grov in Tangsnyika. Four main
trade unlons registered thamselves under the trade

union ordinance:

1. The Stevedores and Dockers Union,

2. The African Cook, Washerman and
Houseboys.,

3. The african Tailors Association,

4, The Dar-es-SalaamAfrican Motor
workers Union.

Almost all of these trade unions were
formed by pemmanent workers in transport, domestic
servants and tailors and railsed demands relating to
economic problems. During the post Second World
war period, vwhen African askaries returned with
nevw ideas of liberation movements in other colonies

many nev trade wnions came into exlstence. For
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example, the drivers wrking for the railways in
Southern Highlands formed their organisation,

Their ma.‘m. demand was higher pay and a 'Closed

Union Shop'., Their territorial organisation, the
Amalgamated African Motor Drivers and commercial
Road Transport Workers Union, registered in 1948 with
340 members,

The tailors of urban areas, i.e. Mwanza,
Tanga and Tabora fomed different unions to put
forward their gconomic  grievances and demand their
resolutions, The Afriecan cooks, washerman ang
House Boys Assoéiation, was formad ir Dodoma in
August, 1939, By 1944, it drafted 1¢s rules
and sought Governmentt's help. Its demands were
towards the higher minimum wages, short and more
systematic hours of work anéd a zind of closed_union
shop, It requested the Govermnant <» look into
their low wages Because, 'the domestic servants
are left to die of starvation due to inadequate
paynents*, In 1949, the Government cancelled its
registration on the flimsy excuse that it falled
to comply with the directions of the Registrar of
Trade Unions, In reality, the whites pressed
the Government to ban the Unions since it had shown
potentialities to threaten the European way of life
in Tanganyika.
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The first known dock workers organisation
was the African Labour Union, formed in 1937.%°
It consisted of 40 members, who were employved by
wharfage Companies. This organisation is regarded
as & curtain raiser of the broader proletarian
struggle and of the intense strikes. Between 1939
and 1950, the dock workers organised four major
strikes, each one of which showed & higher level of
solidarity and consciousness, reflecting a dialectical
relationshilp between collective action and collective
organisation,

The first strike occured in 1939,2°

Pickets were posted at the dock gates, strike was.
total on-the first day. Some men returned to work
on the second day because of the threat of‘ employers
.to recruit new mrkers.27'13he sirike failed but it
set an example emphasizmg the need for proletai.'ian
consciousness and svlidarity. It was reallsed that
the timing of the strike was ill-planned since the

Government was equipped with emergency powers and

25 Il.lffe’ OEO 0150, Pe 400.

26 The workers demanded the rise in daily wage
from Sh. 1.50 to Sh. 2 per d&y She 3¢50 for
night work, compensation for sicimess and
accidents as in the case of permanent workers
and finally better treatment on the job.
1bid.

27 Kaniki, 0p. cit., p. 292.
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was actively busy fighting the Italian onslaught
from Ethiopea. The second major dock workers

strike took place in 1943, Despite war regulations,
it lasted 12 days. It involved permanent eziployees,
whose wages were cutphased by inflation, Their
demands were (1) increase in wages by 15-20 per
cent, (2) Grant of cost of 1living allowance,

(3) Removal of inequalities in the system of wage
deduetions for unauthorised absénce, (4) Medical
treatment and sick pay, (5) Annual leave and

(6) Gretuity on retirement.2® The strikers took an
oath not to return until their dsmands were accepted.
The strike was declared 1lllegal and 143 workers
arrested, The 1943 gstrike displayed much greater
maturity than the 1939, It was well organised

- and gave no excusse to the state to uss overt forece.

The third strike ozccured in 1947, ﬁsually
called the 'General Striket, Although it was
started by dock workers but later on it became a
general strike bringing together the trade unions
and organizations of different working groups.
J1iffe calls this strike as 'Tanganylkas most
widespread protest since the Maji Maji rebeliion.29
The m&in demand sasgain. was for higher wsges to

meet the rising inflation. The 8trike was a

28 1Iliffe, Op. cit., p. 169
29 Kaniki, Op. cit., p. 202
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great success. The workers succeeded in getting a
vage increase of 40 to 50 per centy casuijll daily
wage rise from She. 2.30 to Sa. 3.80 including a
bonus for regular work, regular free meals and free
hospital treatment. The success of the strike
encouraged other workers to join in setting up a
permanent organisatior and thus Stevedores and
Dock wWorkers Union came intec existence. Literally,
the bock Workers Union was born in the womb of the
struggle,

The colonial administrators were very
disturbed about the success of the Dock Workers
Union, They were unhappy &lso becauée the Labour
Government in England had taken a soft view of the
strikers. Consequently, the anti-workers elements
in the administration manouvered to get the Union
" dissolved by a High Court order of 2nd June, 13950.
The property of the Union was confiscated by the
State, This way, the first important collective
organisation of the working class was crushed
pi'inging to an end an important and distinct phase
in the history of working class resistence and

org anizat.ton.so

30 After the dissolition of the Dock Workers
Union, only a amall union of tailors in the
Lake Province survived with thirty three members,

S.hiVji ) oP. 01t0’ Pe 184,
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In less than five years, new Unions vere
established, In 1956, it was discovered that there
vwere twenty-dhree trade unions with & membership of
13,000, The main reason of re-ren;ergence of trade
unions was & new political development in East.‘
Africa, This was the time when politically
conscious people had started demanding independence.
for their country. In 1954, Tanganylka African
National Union (TANU), was formed in Dar-es=-Salsm with
the aim to prepare the people of Tanganyika for self-
government and independence and to fight relentlessly
until Te;sganyika became self-governing and independent
S.tate.’?‘}‘
in the objective conditions and disallowed registration
of TANU and its branches. It rather banned all
. party a.c::1;5.\(11:1es:.3'2
African political leaders established trgde unions

The Government did not realize the changes

In these circumstances, the

to carrying on their activities and achieve their
nationalist goal. The colonial administration tried
to nip in the bud by banning the Federation of &all
workers and Tréade Unlions formed to unite the people.
The Government refused to register it. The organizers

acted cleverly and set up small and localised craft

31 H. Bienen, Tanganyika - party Transformation
and Economic Development ZPr%nce'ioxx,I§755, P. 29.

32 Iliffe, Op. c1to, Pe 314,
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or occupation based workers unions.33

They were allowed to exist becesuse they
were not more ti social clubs of the relatively
educated elite with little trade union inclination.>?
Sone of the notable unlons were The Tanganyika African
Government Servants Assoclation (TAGSA), having
membership of 2000, the Tanganyika Lfrican Postal
Union (TAPU) with membership of 404 and the East
Africa wlde African Railway Union. In 1955, this
rallway workers formed Tanganyiks Railway African

Union (TRAU).

33 1In 1954, ten unlons from Lake Province had
applied for re%stration but only sevan got registered.
These trade unions being small and craft based
lacked aggressive leadership as the original
nationalist agitators turned their attention to
the cooperativ: movement as a more potent weapon
in their rationalist struggls. :
L. Cliffe and Jo Saul, Socialism in Tanzania
(Eairobi, 1973), Pe 1430

34 The African Clorks in private firms organised
themselves under the African Commercilal
Employees Association (ACEA) in Dar-es-slaanm
in 1951, Its members, M.,M. Kamaliza, MM, Mpangela.
and a Kenysan Domic Okochi, had close connections
with TAA and even theg used its headquarters and
treir base untill 1955 (Xaniki, Op. cit., p. 277).
Mpangala efforts to form @& central organization
of all existing trade unions got succeeded when
Tom Mboya, the Kenyan trade unionist, visited
Tanganyika on behalf of the Intemational
confederation of Free Trade Unions and organised
a seminar in which he invited leaders of various
existing associations, Mloyds visit did much to
foster interest in trade unionism and his idea
that emphasis for the development €f unions had
to come from the top was enthusiastically adopted.

Iliffe, Ope cit., pe 538,
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During 1955 with the help of Confederation
of T.rade Unions, Kenyan Trade Union leaders Tom
Mboya and U.S. trade unions experts;Tfinganyika
Federation of Labour (TFL) came into existence on
7-10 October, 1955,35

Under the TFL's leadership, trade unionism
spread in Tanganylka at & pace prob3ably unequalled
in Africa, By 1961, there were tnirtyfive
unions with 2,03,000 members, compared with the
twelve per cent vhic were then unionised in Uganda and

eight per et in Kenya.36

TFL's emergence accompanied by a wave of
strikes demonstrated the TFLs solidarity. The major
demands of these serles of strikes which star ted
in 1958, general strike up to the country's independence
Wweres |

1. The increase in wages,

2. A commission of inquiry be appointed
to look into the followlngs

(&) giving of responsible Jobs.
(b) Overtime payment rates.

(c) Shorter working hours,

(d) Bousing for workers.,

(e) Disciplinary procedure etc,

35 ShiVJi,Op. 01t0, Pe 186,
36 Kaniki, Ope. ¢it.y po 299,
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As the strike was their only weapon
against the colonial regime, it was very
effective. Between 1956 and 1959 vwhile prices
remained roughly stable, the most common monthly
wage among African workers in the Magomeni quarter
of Dar-es-Sslaamrese from Sh, 76-90 to Sh. 91-120.
Thus, it was chiefly as a result of action by the
workers that besldes wages other conditions of work

were improved. 37

Trade Union activities laved down thé
foundation of united sction for anti-administratiorn
struggle. They g2ve not only experienced unity tmg
also of political clarity and maturity. They
eventﬁally provided foundation for political action
and organized movement. Uhiquely, in Tanganyika, the
trade wnions brought under one banner, on ong
platform tmski}led and skilled workers, patty
bourgeois elements and educated elite.l

FORMATION OF TANGANYIKA AFRICAN
ASSOCIATION (TAA)

' Tanganyika Afrlican Assoclation was formed
by the intelligendfia group of the country i.e. traders,
Teachers and Civil Servants, in 1929,

37 Shile s OD. Q_l&o, P. 204.
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I ts main aims were to prepare the people of

Tanganyika for self government and independence

and to fight relentlessly for their rightr until
Tanganyika became a self governing and independent
country., Other aims included ity of tribes, elected
African majority on public bodles, advance in

education, trade unions and co'-operat;ives. It

opposed discriminatory laws, alienation cf African

lands, immigration of Europeans &nd Asians, and |
European demanded East African Federation, It proposed to

co-operate with other national movements for African

X
1iberation.”>

It was formed under the guidanze of Sir
Donald Cemeran., The founder African members of the
TAA» were Navalimu Madachi Shriff, & teacher, Martin
Kayambz, the first African Private Secretary to the
Governor and Klelst Sykesg; the first African to be

employed in the railvway services as an accountant.

As the TAA grew, it absorbed many political

aspirations and was Joined by new men and women.

The immediate stimulus for the formation of
TAA was the controversy over the closer union of
Tanganyika with Kenya and Uganda, which reached its
peak in 1929. As. it has been stated that it was

38 John Hatch, Two African Statesman
Kaunda of Zambdbia and Nyerere of Tanzania,
(London, 1976), pe. 17.
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formed under the guidance of gir Donald Cameron, thus
the foundation of TAA was laid with the approval of
Government, which was also opposing the idea of closer
union of EBast African States. To oppose the ¢loser
Union- 1dea, the founders emphasized the unity of the
continent as against of a region,

As the Indian and Buropean Associations
claimed to speak for the gsian and Eurobéan coomunities,
the African Assoclation also made its objective to
unite all Africans. It was popularly known as "Chama

cha Umoja wa Wata ¥Wa Africa",' "The Assocliation of the

Unity of the rPeople of Africa."39

The Association proclaimed that its aim
‘was 'to safeguard the interests of Afri'cans; not
only in Tanganyika, but in the whole of Africa, Its
constitution stated that, overy association that 1is
here in Africa, that is of the people of Africa, 1its

father is the African Association,"30

buring the 1930s, the Tanganyika African
Association was predominantly urban. One of its branch
vas opened in Bukoba, a rural district, which showed TAA's
adaptability in rural areas. 1Its members in Bukoba,
emphasized need for unity of all Tanganylkans and thus

were known as ab *'abumoit', members of unity.q‘l

39 1liffe, Modern History , op. cit.,, p. 406
40 1bid

41 Goran Hyden, Political %evelopment in rural
. Tanzanis (London, s PDe -12,
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In 1939, it held its first conference
of branch delegates in Zanzibar and laid down its
(first collective) opinions stated in conference
resolutions, which showed an advance in political
consciousness. Its major demands were, greater African
representation in territorial affairs. The Association
expanded -in to a popular body. It increased awareness
and need for African Unity and made people conscious of
the identity of Tanganyikes and roused concern for the
territory's independence. The first conference
however achieved limited success for the African cause.
In the 2nd conference held at Dar~es-Slaam in 1940,
ielegates demanded that provincial and inter-provinciai
boards should be formed in which Africans could represent
their own country so that they could speak on behalf
of the;Lr people.A The Governmant rejected this demand
by saying "It is the work of the native authorities to

represent their country."'q‘z

The TAA held its first two conferences
during war and therefore its political impact was
1imited as its demands were rejected. Moreover,
by then the Europeans refused to regard Africans as

t

their equals,

In the- third conference held at Dodoma in
1945, “The activists demanded that conference should

42 Il‘lffe’ 22_: CA‘P_., P. 419,



press forvard the assoclations expansion and
politicization, African representation on Legislative
Council and all other official bodles, besides
compulsory education for all aAfricans, ending of
consceription, and ban on European immigation wvho
should not come unless they are employed by the

Governmen t.43

It was after this Conference that the
Government took Africans demands seriously and two

Africans, Chief Abdiel Shangali of Machame and Chief
Kidaha Makwaia of Busia were appointed to the ‘

Legislative Council .44

In the same year, Tvanganyikas nangatory
status became &n issue through the collepse of the
‘League of Nations. On U.S. suggestion, Britain was
asked to administer Tanganyika under & trusteeship
agreement with the newly formed United Natiuns
Organizetion, an agreement 'uhich bound Britair to
prepare the country for independence and empowered
the U.N. Trusteeship Council to send & vigiting mission
every three years and to receive written and oral
petitions from inhabitants.?®

During this time, students of Tanganyikan
origin studying at Makerere College (Uganda) to
further Tenganyikans' soclal and political struggle
formed Tanganyilka African Welfare Association (TAwWA).

43 Petro C. Mulambo, "The Africans and how to

promote his welfare,"” Tanganylka Notes and Records,
vol, XVIII, 1944, p. 6. '

44 LiStowel’ 9_20 9_1_‘5., Pe 1980

45 BTG Chitzem, anganyika and Intematigné
Trusteeship (London, I§£IS, Pe 470,
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Little later, the TAWA was turned into a branch of
'MLA.";‘6 These students were influenced by political
events in Buganda where the Baganda had & long |
history of political activity. Secondly, they got in
touch with political developments in Kenya. Before
the end of 2nd World War, Kenyan Africans had
started insisting for their political representation
in the Legislative Council and in 1944, Eliud Mathu
became the first African appointed to the Legislative
Council in Kenya, These events helped Tanganyikan

students in learning to conduct politicsal activities.47

After the end of Second VWorld War, new TAA
branches were opened in Urban and Rural areas -and 1t
became an organization with & considerable membership

and acquired largely & politic:i charaéter.

In 1948, Unlted Nations visiting mission under
the terms of the trusﬁeesl;ip agreement arrived in
Tanganyika. At that time, it was stated that TAA hed
39 branches, 1780 members and a 30 men central
committee. By 1951, when the next visiting mission
arrivedi, TAA claimed & membership of 5000, with

branches in every town.

National consciousness grew more intensely
among rural people when the Meru Land case emerged.

The Meru Land case arose out of a decision by the

46 I1liffe, Op. cit,, p. 422
47 Hatch, Op. Cito’ Pe 17
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colonial government to consolidate lands which
had been taken by European famers.48 It involved
moving a large number of A'ricans and their families
from their homes and farms on Mount Meru., Although

an alternative location was prepared for them, but
Africans vere not prepared to move. They protested,
many of them were arrested as a result of their
protest, This case showed the Africans profound
attachment to the land traditior.ally occupied by

their comunity.49 The incident of Meru land case
aroused people all over the country. EvVsry one

feared the loss of hi: land. On the efforts of an
-official of the Africen Association 'Kirillo Japhet!,
the case was put up before the Trusteeship Council.
Although it did not ret the two thirds majority

of the General Assembly. but 1t showed the African
‘Associations ability that it eould take the Government
to the United Nations with the support of the ordinary
people. The Meru case marked the beginning of more
militant African polities.

Parallel to Meru Land Case, the signs of
political interest in sakuma were also seen, After
the war, the Government had helped to develop the

48 Listowel, Op. cit., p. 73
49 HatCh, 9_20 01t0, P 90



production of cottor in thls area, In 1949,

Paul Bomani organized a Lake Province Growers
Association which grew into the Victoria Federation
of Cooper&tives, 1t almed to gain control of cotton
marketing which was till then monopolized by' Indian
businessman who were considered to exploit the
African farmers, by paying low prices. By organizing
the farmers in rural area Bomanl eventudlly secured
a menbership of 30,000, Inevitably the movement was
seen to have 1ts political overtones and later on

Joined with the TAA thus providing it & further rural

base.50

By this time, the growtr of & ncztlonal
consciousness among the Africans was so intense that
& Sukuma uneducated tallor explained his ideas to

the people of M?wanza as =

" Every African is a child of TAA, there

is no devision of tribe or religion, TAA
is to build unity, to speak out abaut our
problems, to seek our rights, TAA is not
for two days only or for two years. Those
.who come after us, being more knowledgeable,

will build TAA better than we do.

In a short gpan of three decades, TAA
had organized a nation wide movement, crossing

over tribal, regional and religious boundaries,

50 John Carturight, Political leadership in Africa
(New York, 1983), p. 162,

51 Iliffe, Op. cit., p. 435.
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Thus, TAA, peasant unions and trade ur:ions made
people conscious of colonial exploitation and
deprivation, These movements laid the foundation

for movement for irdependence.



g6
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CHAPTER = IV

FORMATION AND ACTIVITIES 0
TANGACYIKA AFRICAK EATION AL UNIO

In the previous chapter we discussed the
formation and struggle of the Tanganyika afriecan
Assoclation (TAA). The TAA was formed in 1929 by
a section of intelligentsia and middle incone
people of the country i.e. teachers, civil servants
1 after nig
return from England became the President of AA.
The first probleam which Nyerere faced after

and traders. In 1963, Julius Nyefare

becoming TAA Prcsident was ban on Civil Servants
Joining the Asscciation, Since most of TAA mambers
were governmdt cervants, Nyerere and his party
menbers protestad against this ban order. Nyerere
said:

nIn this territory, the majority ol
educated Africans are in the civil sérvice. Banriag
them from membership of political organization 15
equivalent to banning TAA, the only political
orgenization in the territory. This is a serious

1 Nyerere belonged to one of the smallest
- etmic groups in Tanganyika, the Wazanaki, to

which tiis; ga&er, lgerergdBur%:ite wahs; ﬁ%égﬁa
le recelive s pr ucation
Pand secondary edgcatgg in Tabora. Later,
he studied for two years at Makerere in
Uganda from which he graduated with &
diplom,a in education 1945, In 1952 he
graduated as a Master of Arts from Edinburg
University.
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blow to our political developments" (August
10, 1953)

Nyerere decided to change the name
of the assoclation to be &ble to avoid the ban and

be able to confront and challenge the colonial
authorities. The gim oOf the new organization
was to prepare Tanganyika to fight relentlessly
for national freedom - Uhuru rather than to
demand only self government for the terr:ltory?
They drafted a new constitution, It took TAA
a year to formally adopt the new constitution in
July, 1964 and give it & new name. The TAA
was named the Tanganyika African National Union
(TANU). The aims of T&U, provided in its 19t4
constitution were -

" to encourage co-operatives, and trade
unions, urge the producérs get the best price |
and that consumers buy in the best market, help
Africans establish an increasing share in the
running and owning of business, establish a
minimun wage and a system of assisted farming
and oppose alienation of 1and.4=

2 Judith Listowel, The Making of Tanganyika,
(London, 1965), pe. 222,

3 Were and Wilson, Eagt Africa through &
thousand years, (Ibadan, 1973y, p. 283,

4 Issa G. shivji, class gtruggle in Tanzania
(Dar-es-Gilaam), p. 59.
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According to TANU constitution, all TAA branches
automatically became the branches of TAU but this

was not accepted by colonial government.

In its early years, TANU faced opposition
from many groups, institutions, individuals and
particularly settlers and the colonial government.

The most obstructive opposition camne from the people,
the settlers who had fears of loesing privileged
positions in society. For instance, the author,

Kaniki in "The end of colonial era® in "Tenzaria

uncder colonial Rule"- states that "the group which was
most upset by the obisctives of TANU was constituted

of the flag bearers of colonialism who hai ar impression
_ that if TANU succeeded then they would be the principle

loosesrs."5

T4NU fzced opposition and host"% ity from
the colonial governmeant right since its iixc-eption.
a4t first, they had tc face the difficulty for its
registration. It was registered on 30th October, 1954
but only for activities in Dar-es-Salaam Each other
branch of TA'U had to apply for registration, This gave
opportunity to district commissioners and district officers to

5 M.H.Y. Kariiki, "The End of the Colonial Eran
l’{i Tanzania under cclonial

in M.H.Y., Kani éed),
rule, (London, 1975), p. 302 . .
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harass members and dissuade them from ioining

TANU. But TA&U continued to expand and by the

end of 1954 Tabora, Tarima, Singidas, and North Mara
branches were registered. In the following year,
Rungve, Musoma, Bagamoyo, Kisarawe, Ukerewe, Kilosa,
Kilwa, Tremba and Lindi also registered. By the
end of 1955, TAYU had 20 registered branches®
inspite of colonial tactics of harrasment and

opposition,

Despite rezistration of 20 branches,
which clearly established the popularity of TANU,
the colonial gzocvernment continued to harass TARU
members and lesders. Different methods were
adopted to harass its members. In some cases,
police went te their houses to 'so-called:

Iriterrogate. them but in reality terrorise them and
-their neighbours. There was an organized progremme
of persecution through detention and imprisonment.
The government used African chlefs to harass TANU
memnbers and its sympathisers. These tactics
backfired the colonial government and its hostilities
helped TAIU in increasing African solidarity for the
struggle to free the country of racial humiliation
and political domination by Britain.

6 HMSO, Great Britain, Colonial 0ffice Report

on the administration of Tanganyika for
year 1949 (Lordon, IQBUSp.'TE'—‘.




o1

Unable to effect the gréwing popularity
of TAU the Government stoop down to closing
TANU branches and banning TANU activities to check
the spread of TANU, Sukumaland branch was the
first to be banned in 1954, This followed by a
ban on Mawanza braneh? Later on government
declined to register branches in other parts of
the territory. TAU branches members were
mercellessly victimized, The Lushoto branch in
Tange province was banned in August 1959, Similarly,
the Korogwe brench was banned in 1957 and was noi
reglistered until July, 1958, Besides branches in
Fandani, Pangani and Trirga were also banned®S
Even a ban was imposed oh Julius Kyerere's movements
Testricting the areas within which he could
address public meetings and engage in political

7 According to Chitzero, the registrar of
Socleties refused to register in 1954 TANU
branches at Mawanza, Malampala and Nass&
in the Lake Province. The explanation
given by the Chief Secretary of the
Legislative Council was that the government
wes satisfied that they were being used,
for purposes prejudicial to the malntenance

- of peace, order and good government,

B.T.G. Chitzero anganyika an nternational
Trusteeship (0Oxford, 1585, Pe 5%2.

8 Jo. 11iffe, A. Modern Histo of Tanganylka
(Cambridge, I&&S, P. Oba.
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activitieg.

The Times, London, daily newspaper,
opposing these restrictions wrote, "Goveriment was
exercising a somevwhat repressive control omn
TAU and was now in the traditionally dangerous
position of trying to hold back nationalist elements
at the same time seeing & clear way ahead for |

political progress. 10

These high-handed methods of govsrnment only
added to TANU popularity. More and more people
joined the orgenization. Their commitment to fight
racialimm, raciai humiliatlon and pciitical
subjugation added to the strength of TINU and to
continue its activities,  The members were recruited
secretly at night or in private pleces 9.,g. in the
shambas (tte African farms), TANU activists did
not openly declare their affiliations,

The main hostility of colonial government
with TANU appeared when the United Tanganyika Party
(UTP) ceame inTto existence. Through the initiatives

9 This appeared to be & new form of censorship
whick the Governor was mposin%‘; gresumably
because he found it difficult ring any
complaints against the contents of the
speaches. The administering authorlty
stated that Kyerere adopted an inflammatory
tone and emphasized points whick could
stir up raclal animosities and emotional

antipathy to Government.
frica Digest, vol. IV"I no. 6,
ELona’on, May June 1957).
10, The Times, 24 May 1957, Quoted in Chitzero,
ODe Q}jo, Pe 203
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of Governor Twinning the unofficial members in the
Legislative Council who had been nominated by

the Governor formed &8 multi-raciel party, the United
Tanganyika Pa.rty‘.(UTP),.ll 1 ts membership was open
for all races unlike TANU where non-Africans wvere
not eligible for membership., In its first manifesto,
the party proclaimed that its aim was to transcend
racial divisions and to be national rather than
sectional, The main differerce between UTP and
TANU was orn the question of future of different
racial grvoups in Tanganyika., At this TANU's stand
was that people of different races should have

equél rights as citizens, but since Africans

formed ithe vast majority of thfa.population,
political power at the end of cclonization should
inevitably be in the hands of the Africans, This
meant that if any constitutional changes would

take place then African representation would be
increased in the legislative and decision making
bodies of the country. This policy was not favourable
to the interests of the non-Africans, as by
implications it meant denial of privileges to the

non-Africans, particularly Europeans. Thus UTP was

11 Africa Digest, vol, I1I, mo. 7y March April
<) s Po
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founded to protect non-Africans, especially
Eu;opeans, the special place and privileges in the
policies o7 Tanganyika,

Africans reacted sharply to the formatlion of
UTP, Mr. Zuberl Mtemvur 2a prominent meuber of TANU
and a few followers of Nyerere, criticized TANU
regarding non-aAfricans, They called it un-necessary
moderate and wanted TA'U to think of African interest
alone. Miemvu formed his own organization, the
African Yatioral Congress (AFC)%B AC gave a call
tafrica for Africans ané governnent for indigenous

popul«tion only.*%

Althougli Aicspelicies appealed
to majority i,e. Africans but it did not make a
dent on TANU's strength and popularity. The ordinary

masses refused to join another politicul party.,

" opposition to TANU also came from the "All
#uslims Fational Union of Tanganyika (A®NUT). 1In
1859, they told colonial government to delay the
independence of the territory until the educational
gap between Christians and Muslims had been narrowed.15
The fears expressed by this organization arose from the
fact that most of the Africans holding high positions
in the party and government then were Phristians.

Even Nyerere himself was a Christian. Thus the

fears were'genuine. christians had preferential

12 FHe was, one time,Acting Organizing Secretary-
General of TANU. Listowel, op. cit., p. 308.

13 1Iliffe, op. cit., p. 559.

ls 1Iliffe, op. cit., p. 552,
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entry incto education, a comnodity which had been
heavily under the control of Christian missionaries.,
The fact that education gave people different skills
and increased their productive capacity and earning
power suggests that by the 1950s social differentia-
tions could be identified along religiocus lines. Thus
the fears arose cut of the existing inequalitiesv

between Muslims and Chr:ls'c.:»‘.titns.:L6

TANU menbers had

to face t.he challenge with determination and uncompro-
mising spirit. But later on, in response to TANU's
repeated call for unlty, some of the leaders of

AMNUT dissociat:d themselves from the Union and
condemned the organization as representing only a
handful of self seeking people., In this way,
‘opposition in religious sentiments came to &1 end.
After this, no splinter group ever took root as a

political party.

~

Despite many odds in the process of its
growth TANU had many favourable factors enabling the
smooth growth of the organization. Firstly, TAA
which had functioned before TANU had aroused relatively
high degree of political consciousness even amongst
the rural masses, Rural discontent in Sukumaland, Meru,
Kilimanjaro and elsevhere had been initlated by TAA.
Thus they acquired the experience of running movement

of discontent and protest against the administration.

16 Kaniki, The end of the Colonial Era, in M.H.Y.
Kaniki (ea)e. OEO Cito, Pe 364,



96

.Secondly, the mature leadership which TANU

| inherited from TAA was the other most important factor.
In fact in many districts, TANU did not start from
scratch in developing leadership. TAA leaders of
different branches automatically became the leaders

of TANU. People like Joseph Kimalando end Kirilo
Japhet in Northern Province and Paul Bomani in Lake
Province usad the legitimacy of TAA to establish end
consolidate legitimacy for TANU. . The TANU leaders seeing
the experience of their neighbours in Kenya, Uganda and
Zambia avolided situations which sould divide the party

and delay independence. Even after the independence

- the party remained solidly united under the national

leadership of Nyerere and others. The Afrlcan NFational
Congress of Tanganyika was the only excevtion to
challenge the efforts of unity that it dild not present
a serious threat to TMU. '

Thirdly, Kiswahili, as a lingua franca
played a great role in muiting the people involved

17 The language is

in the nationallist movement.
understood almost everywhere in the eountry and in
.most cases TANU leaders, especfa.lly those at provincial
and national level, addressed public meetings in |
Kigwahili.  The use of Swahili narrowed the communica-

tion gap between the leaders and the masses. The ability

17 John Cartwright, Political Leadership in Africa,
(Nev York, 1983), p.
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to communicate in Kiswahili made TANU leaders easily
acceptable as leaders of the whole of Tanganyika
rather than of this or that ethnic group.

Fourthly, support of other organized groups
strengthened the power of TANU., 1In fact, it did not
take long before organized wage labour discovered that
TANU was the overall Spvo'kesnan of the oppressed masses
including the workers, The trade union movement
remained se¢parate but there was cooperation and mutual
sympathy. TANU had good relations even with the organised |
1ab§ur in the stiruggle against coloniaii@. it can be
analysed on thesé lavels as overlapping leadership, TANU's
support for TFL's economic struggle. ACEA and TANU had
ﬂie.';r offices in the same building and for instance trade
union leader Mpangala not only recruited memtars for
TANU but vas the member of its central committee. Rashidi
Kawawa, General Secretary of TFL was elected a member
of the Executive Committee of TANU and later during the
year he became & TANU candidate for the Legislative |
Council. Even TANU gave its support to the trade unions
at the timé of strikes]:B Thus it was simply a case of the
right l;and helping the left hand or vice versa. In this
way, organized labour gave TANU the badly needed skilled
man power., To mobilize the people, the TANU activitles,

18 1Issa G. Shivji, Law State and %orking %1&38
4n Tapnzania, (Dar-es am Pe .
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spelt out its aims in the meetings of TANU., S.A.
Kandoro, the leading party activists and a tréder, address‘ed,
a meeting in UJjij 1,' a month after the formation of TANU
and described the aims of TANU as follows -
"to defend or fight for our rights, to do
everything possible with the object in m;nd for a
self government, to fight for equal pay where the work
and skill or experience 1s the same, to see that the
governmert fulfills her duty towards its subjects and
vice verca, tc further tradlng spirit among Africans

: 19
with a view ¢to ousting Indian traders.

TAU not only used organization créated by
others btut also created its own set up. By 1956, a
youth league of the pafty and a woxﬁen‘s section had
been established.ao These organizatinns ;—o;mla.rizéd
the independmée or anti-colonial anti-récial movement
all over the country and played an 4important role
in mobilizing the masses to support TANU . By the
end of the 1950s the women section of TANUwas the
most effective instrument of the party. It produced
very ﬁowerful and popular leéders. External influence
also facilitated the growth and expansion of TAU.
Finally, there was the sympathetic response from the

19 1ssa G. Shivji , Class Struggle in Tanzania,

op. cit., p. 59.
2 rican Women Support TANU, Africa pigest
° gl. 111, ho. 5,(London, November-Uecen er, 1955)
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UN which boosted the morale of Kyerere and other

TANU leaders. They very vell knew that ultimate say
regarding the future of the territory was to come from
the UN and not from Britain, The other external factor
was the successful decolonization in other parts of

Africa. The independence of Ghana in 1957 was especially

si.jgn‘.i.ji‘i.ca.nt.21

It boosted the morale of black Tanganyi-
cans and gave TANU leaders a feeling of "it can be
done". By the second half of 1957, 1t was felt that
vwhat Kwame Nkrumah and his colleagues had done for th.e
Gold Coast, Nyerere and his colleagues could do for

Tangenyika,

By 1958, TMU,haﬁ become an important political
force, When the colonial g’ermment published its paper22_
prppdsmg individualization of the customary land .
tenure, TANU zuccnssfully opposed it. 4t thls Nyerere
argued ; N
| nIf people are given land to use as their
property, then they have the right to sell it. It will
not be difficult to predict, who, in fifty years time,
will be the landlords and who the tenants., In a country
such as this vhere,generally speaking,the Africans are
poor and the foreigners rich, it is quite possilble

that within eighty or a hundred years, 1f the poor

21 Ronald E. Wraith, East Africa.n Citizen
(London, 1959), p.l4m. T :

o2 ‘'Review of land tenure policy'Government
' Paper No. 6 of 1958,
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African was: allowed to sell his land, all the land
in Tanganylka would belong to wealthy immigrants, and
the local people would be tenants., But even if there
were no rich foreigners in thls country there would
emerge rich and clever ’1‘€mga.ny.’tkt:’sns."23

Thus, all these factors favoured the smooth
growth of TANU and it emerged e&s a powerful mass move-

ment,

In November 1956, Nyerere went to United
Nations to argue thelr case for immediate independence
and in the 579th meeting of the Fourth Committee of
ths United Natlions General Assenbly, drew the attention
of the Committee that there were in Tanganyika 8000,000
Africans, ‘70,000 Asians and 25,0C0 Europeans and thus
he called or: the Tanganyika government to declare
tnat rour sountry will be developed as a democratic
State? Since ninety eight per cent of the population
are indigenous Africans, this will naturally be
primarily an African S'!;zautie."z4 Nyerere's speech in
the United Nations infuriated the colonial government .
The colonial Government simply rejected the legitimacy
of TA'U and challenged Nyerere's claim to speak 'on
behalf of my people's It argued that it would have

been more accurate for Nyerere to speak of

23  J.K. Nyerere, Freedom and Unity (Dar es Slasm,
196’5)—“‘55‘—‘—‘1, P. 55,
24 Kaniki, "The End of the Colonial BEra®" in
M .H.Y. Keniki, (ed), op. cite, p.355
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'my organization' which comprised only one out of
eighty inhabitants of Tanganyika, rather than of 'my
people'. It 2.gued that Nyerere had no right to speak
for the vast majority of the people of Tanganyika.

Nyerere's speach at the UN was regarded
as a challenge to colonial government and to the
scheme of political future of Tanganyika, The colonial
government was disturbed because of possible repercuss-

ions on natioralist movements in neighbouring countries.

The colonial government tried to minimize the -
influence of TAXU, It carried out an anti AU campaign.
In May 1957, it called the first conveuntion of

representatives of chiefs in Tanganylika.

The exact purpose of the Convention was not
clear, but the timing and the issues discussed suggested
that the colonial regime was taking advantage of its
monopoly of mstimtionaliged puvlitical power to fight
any natio_nalist sentiments, It becameg clear from the
opening day of theAc_onvenf,ion that they wanted to
creaie confusion between the traditional chiefs and the
union, Governor Twinning enphasizéd the significance
of chiefs as the custodians of tribal values which
formed the real heart of tribal 1life. This way he
accused TANU of not paying respect to traditional rules
and traditional values. Evidently, Twinnings's
speecﬁ was intended to misledd the chiefs and he met

with some successe.
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When Nyerere for the third time went to
United Nations in June, 1957, the colonial Government
despatched one European official, Mr. Fletcher Cook as
special envoy and chief Thomas Marealle then parmenent
chief of the Wachagga, to oppose Nyerere and negate
the impact of hils speeches at the United Nations., It
had been expected that Marealle would favour the
Government position., But in his speech he differed
very little with Nyerere. He criticized the outlook
of many Europeans in Tanganyika and warned them that
théy would have to recognize that the ccuntry would
bacome primarily an African s't;zﬁzt;e.?“_‘3 The Government .
had a set back one its policy to divide the chiefs
fron the naﬂona]_.i.st falled and two the world ‘community
found that TANU represented the wvoice of the people.

CORSTITUTIONAL CHAIGES

~

Various developments were intended by the
colonial goyernment in the existing machinery of the
institaition. The Executive Council at the time of the
- birth of TANU consisted of 8 officials and 6 unofficial

members on raclal party i.e. 2 Europeans, 2 Aslans

26 John Hatch, Two African Statesmen Eaunda of %ambia
and Nyerere of Tanzania, (London, s Pe 116,
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and 2 Africans, Further, Legislative Council consisted
of 18 officials and 14 unofficials, Later on in 1955,
a change was Introduced on the recommendations of the
Commlittee on the Constitutional Developmentz'? and on

the Mackenzi Commlission, 28

and its membership became
31 officials and 30 wnofficials in which 30 unofficials
consisted of 10 Africans, 10 Europeans and 10 Asians.
The next change introduced in 1957 by which 6 Assistant
Ministeré were appointed 4o the executive to &ssume
duties analogous to those performed in the United
Kingdom by Parliamentary Under Secretaries. It was
decided that in futurs the representative memnbors

of the Legislative Council would be elected. The
elections were decided to take place in two stages,

on the basis of qualitative ffanchise and on a

common rclp of three members one from each of the three

27 The Committee consisting of all the
unofficial members of the Legislative
Council, was appointed by the Governor

in 1949 to review the present constitutional
structure in the territory and to make
recommendations for future constitutional
developments_in the territory. Chitzero,
Op. cit. P. 145.

28 The Constitutional Develoiment Commission
with Prof. W.J.M., Machenzie as special
commissioner ap%o‘in'ted to examine matters
arising out of e report of the Committee
on Constitutional Development. It was
appointed in 1952. 1Ibid.
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main racial groups in the territoryz? This system

was not accepted by TANU. They claimed that by

this system minority commmities were enabied to

Secure an equal number of representatives to the
majority Africans, TANU's second claim was that the
compulsion for every voter to use three votes would
result in electors being compelled to vote for
candidates they did not support and perhaps had never - -

heard of.

It was at this stage that Governor ‘rvinning:
tock a now staep "o draw Nyerere in fﬁ'his patronage.
He dlsscivaed the existing legicl:ztive council and
appointed & new one in June, 1957,30 Nyerere was
appointed African representative on the unofficial
side of the Lagislative Councll by the Governor.
Bcsides KEyc«rere, Rashldl Kawawa vho #s the General
Sacretary of the trade union mo\vément vas also
appointed3! very soon he found himself in a constant '
‘minority amongst supporters of the government, Within
less t.ﬁap half a year, after attending only two meetings
of debate on the electoral provisions in which his
ﬁotion_ to drop the three vote rule waé defeated, he

29 . i.e., there will be three member constituencies

and each voter must cast three votes% one for

each candidate of a racial_group. I bid,p. 146,

230 Kaniki, "The End of the Colonial Era", in
¥ H,.V. Kaniki (ed.) op. cit., p. 359

31 ChitzerO, ODe eito, P 204,
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resigned. The reasons for resigning the seat were
" explained by Nyerere in the party bulletin t'Sauti
Ya' TMU'ag swhich included the ..emoval of the
tripartite voting system, He wrote:

The government has consistently and for
the most unconvincing réasons rejected every proposal
that I have made in the Legislative Council., I came to
the Council expecting a little of the spirit of give
and take., That spirit is not there,°S

By 1968, some of the issues as ="The
gavemmenﬁé banning of Kyerere and TANU branckss, its
blatant encouragement of the UTP, its attempts to use
the chlefs against TARU ard its opposition to all
proposals by Kyerere in the Legislative-council
culminating in his resigration the pi'evious monthn
-bacame m&in points of discussion in the annual meating
of TIU which held at Tabora in 1958, This conference
was cne of the important pa.rty conference and about
152 members from &all provinces took part. Two major
decisions were made in the conference, One was to fight
for 'madaraka' responsible government by the end of
:!.959,:34 the other concerned the TANU's participation
in the elections of 1958-59 under the tripartite
~ vyoting formula, In fact the second issue seriously

32 sSauti Ya Tanu, Dar es siaam, No. 18,
16 December, 1957.

33 "TANU Leader Resigns"®, ica Pigest , vOl. V,
noe 4, January February s Do .

34 1liffe, op. cit., p. 555
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divided the party..v There were some members who
because of the hostile attitude towards the electoral
system Adth its three candidate constituencies assumed
to boycott the elections, and wanted it supported

by general strike. But Nyerere had a different
opinion about it, He argued that boycotting the '
'election would automatically give TANU's opponent

and enemies a monopoly of the 1egislature§5 Oon the
other hand TANU*s participation would provide the
party with amopportunity to fight for the nationalist
cause from within, |

Regarding strike he argued that such protests
wo_uld almost certainly. result in violence and would
also provide the government with further and more
- valid excuse to ban the party and decelerate political

progress.

A number of otrer resolutions were also passed
" at the Conference. In one of them TANU members pledged
to adopt & policy of non-cooperation if the Tanganyika |
‘govémment refused to grant the country internal
re_sponsible government in 1959.

35 Carfwl‘ight, 9_20 c to’ P 167



107

GENERAL ELECTIONS

Elections were held in two stages. The
whole of the territory was divided in to 10 constituen-
cles. An electoral law on the basis of qualified
frenchise was made which was based on age qualifica-
tion of 21 yeers, &8 residential qualification and in
addition at least two years of gecondary education,
an income of atleast £ 150 a year of the holding of
one of certain specified offices in the commmi t§S
Each voter had to vote for one candidate of each of
the three main races, if he did-not cast the thrae
votes, his ballot paper become invalid.

By imposing thq gualification of age,
education and ﬁcome, franchise was restricted to
60,000 voters who registered participated in the:
elections. In the beginning TAU decided to ccntest
" only African seats but short.ly' begdre the eleciions,
it also decided to support, but not nominate, non-
African candidates. Asian candidates of Asian
Association and Ruropean candidates who were considered
as sympathetic to the African cause were supported.
Th\is, in this way TANU's support enabled the Asian
Associat-ions young professional men to selze

leadership positions. The most important was

_ »
ord Twinning, "Last Nine years in Tan anyika,
3 i ican Affa Is (London, January 1956%, PP

. L]
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Amir Jamal, a 38 year old businessman educated in
India who was a bitter critic of British rule and
the old Asian leaders. 7

In the first rouxid of elections held in
September 1958, in five of the ten constituencies
(Eastern Province, Southern Highlands, Tanga,
Forthern, Western),3® all TANU and TANU supported

candidates were returred to all the elected

.legislative counc il seats,3°

Ir the second round of elections held in
February, 1959 in the remadining corxsfiwencies :
(Dar es Slaam, Lake Province, South East, Lake
West, Central, soﬁthem}, the same pattern was repeated
vith even more striking results, All UTP cmdidatés
vere heavily Hefeated uncluding its President Ivon
Bayldon, who stood against Lady Chesham and go+
| vot-s at tﬁe rate of three and a half to one, %he
| sane numbeir's a&s Nyérere obtained against his opponent,

37 1liffe, op. cit., p. 560
38 Chitzero, op. _c_i_t_o, Pe. 269

39 R.K. Keith, "Rapid Strides in Tanganyika)
Africa Special Report, Decembera?sss, p. 3.

40 Lady Chesham was an American and a widow of
Lord Chesham who died in 1952, Although she
belonged to UTP for & short time but later on
ste resigned from the UTP. 8She felt that the
Africars struggle should be supported and thus
decided to help them, ‘
Listowel, op. cit. p. 347,
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Patrick Kunambi, who was the Sultan of Luguru.q‘l'

Even African National Congress (ANC) made- very

little impact, 1Its leader M.M. Mtemvu who contested
the election in Tanga Province, polled only fifty

three votes. At the end of 1958, UTP ceased to function
as an effective political organisation.%2

| Thus, TANU emerged as the strong political
panty after the sweeping victory in Tanganyika's
first general elections.?3 After the elections,

its elected members constituted themselves into an
organized oppositicn in the Legislzzti\}e.Council,

the Tanganyika Elected Members Org:nization (TEMO)
with Mr, Julius Nyerere, President of TaNU, as
Chaiman and Mr, Brycesnn' as Deputy Chairman. -

on 17 March, 1959 Tanganyika faced the most

serious crisi¢ of the nationalist period. Governor

| $ir Richard Tuvibull opened the new Legislative

| Council on 17 Marcfx,after the elections. At ﬁxe
same time TANU was demanding & date for responsible

' govérnment and also elected ministers to replace
civil servants, But Turnbull insisted that real
pc;wer could be transferred only after African inil
éervmté had been trained, On TANU's demand for

41 1bid.
42 Comonial Office Report, 1960, op. cit., p. 35

43 f%ic’a South of Sahara, (Europa Publications,
9 p. . . )
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elected majority Turnbull offered four seats for
elected members to become ministers besides a post
election committee to consider further constitutional
advance. TAU demanded one more ministry so that
African ministers could out-numbered the obligatory
Asian and European, Nyerere refused to accept the
ministership until there was a majority of elected
members in the council which would mark the real
transfer of power and chose the members - Bryceson,
Eliufoo, Jamal, Kahama, Fundikira, who were TANU's

most moderate and expericiiced representatives.

on the recommendations of Post Commlittoe, also
known as Ramage : Committee™ Governor arnounced that
Legislative Council would be dissolved 1n 1960, two
| years earlier than i%s noraal periodic dissoiution
in 1962 and territory wice general elections would be
neld in September, 1960 or as soon thereafter as

| possible.

44 A committee was formed under the chailrmanship
of Sir Richard Raemage, whose members drawn
mainly from among the elected members of the
Legislative Council appointed to make the
opinion for the next stage of constitutional
advance "Mr. Nyereres Kingdom came",

conomist, March 21, p. 1059,
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The following recommendations were made by the

Ramage Committee,

(1) The Legislative Council will consist of
71 elected members plus a minority of nominated
members. Of the 71 elected members, §0 will
represent ‘open' seats. Eleven seats will be

reserved for Aslans and 10 for l?.uropeans'%'5

(2) Retention of the common roll but abolition
of the tripartite system of voting., Most of
the constituencies would be single member
corstituencles., ¢Cnly where there are reserved
seats for Asians and turopeans willl there be
multiple member constituencies and the voters
will ‘have as many wotes as there are members.
to be returned, but the voter will nmot be
allowed to cast more than one vote for a

candidate.

(3) Qualifications for voters and candidates

vere made with some restrictions‘}6

45
46

Colonial Office Report, 1961, op. cit., p. 30

Qualification required of voter-iAge 2l years and
over, residence in territory, anrual income of £ 150,
literacy in Engllish or Swahiii or be or have been
a holder of a prescribed office., Qualifica-

tion regquired of .candidates - Agelzs yearis,
residence in territo absolute fluency

either English or Swg’xhi, income of £. 200,

must be nominated by not less than 25
registered voters in one constituency including
atleast 15 of ones racial group, must be able
and willing to take oath of alleglance.
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. On the basls of above recommendatlions,
the elections were held in 1960, For Teuganyika,
these elections were of great importance. In fact,
five weeks before election day on August 30, the
TANU had already won a majority of the seats for
58 of its candidates for the 71 seats in the Legislative
Council were unopposed. These included Asians and
European officials backed by TANU whose victory was
dependent on African votes on the common roll%

In fact, it was the first time in the Commonwealth
that a general election had been won before the
voters had gone to the polls. In the thirteen
contested seats, TANU got.twelve while one seat
Qas taken by an independent. 1In the polis TAU
gained just over 100,000 wotaes making 82% of the
total, independamts Just over 20,000. Opposition
was of negligibvle strength, The other two
political organizations African National Cbngress
(&C) and all Muslim National Unlon (AMNTUT) met
any sucéess. 'ByAthe time o_f elections ANC had

9 branches48 and got only .3% votes. The AMNUT
also didn't get any success although 1t made .

religion &n '1_ssue.49’

47 n"General Election Result", Africa Digest,
October 1960, pe 59

48 Colonial Office Report, 1960, Op. eit., pe 32.

49 Collin Legum, ﬁgrmaE éﬂandbook to the
Contmmt’ m Ony ] 9 p. L4
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Nyerere formed the first cabinet. In a
broadcast, he told the country that the aim of the new
government was to achieve complete independence within
the Common Wealth - An the next year.so On 3rd
September 1960, he was appointed as & Chief Minister and
the Council of Ministers was reconstituted in such a
manner as to give a majority to the elected Ministers 51

' inc¢luded Africans, Europeans and
asians ~ dncluding 8 number of Civil Service officers
as Ministers. In the new Legislative Council there
were fifty two Africans, sixteen Europeans, thirtaen
Asians§2 This was isgarded as an exampls of wmulti-

raciali sn?3

.For further constitutional changes, Governor
announced conferd.ce to be held in Dar-es-Slaam in
March 1961l. The main purpose of the conference was
to advise the Secretary of State on the ar\rimgements
which need to be made for the attainment of self-
government and to consider the steps which will have
to be taken to prépare the way for independence ax}d the

50 - General Electioh Result, mgg._p_:!._g_e{%t_, October 1960,p.59
51 Colonial 0ffice Report, 1960, Ope cile, Po 36.

he colonial office had divided the Asians in
52 go separate communities, Goans from India and .
Arabs who also originaliy hailed from Asian parts
. of arab world, They were out of 13 Asians, one
Ara%rand one Goan.’

63 J. Gus Liebenow, Colonial Rule and Political o3
Development in Tanganyika, ZEvansEon,Ig'?IS «273.

Snm—
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termination of the trusteeship zangreeameni'uﬁ4

In the last day of the conferencs, Ian
MaclLeod, Colonial Secretary in England, announced
that Tanganyika would have full internal self-
government on May 1 and full independence on
December 28, 1961, He said 'Internal self-
government would mean that the governor and two
official ministers would withdraw from the Council
of Ministers, which would be renamed the Cubinet,
presided over by I;rime !~(in.131:er.55

_ 'i’hﬁs,’ on May 1, 1961 internal s.elf government
was given and the Governor, Deputy Governor and two
official Ministers were withdrawn from the Council.
of Ministers which vas renamed the Cabinet. The
title of Chief Minister was changed to that of
Prime ninistef and the Législative_ Council became the

N ational Assembly .56

Most powers of the Governors were taken
. over and now he could act only on the advise of .the
Cabinet. Defence and Foréign Affairs continued to
be reserved subjects ‘but during the period before
full independence Miﬁisters vere being increasingly

54 Colonial 0ffice Report, 1960, op. cit., p« 37

55 m™ew Cabinet", Africa Digest, May 1961, p. 232.

6 Alan Grey, "Tanganyika Advances", Africen Affairs,
J\’ly l [ ] p. 3 40
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associated with the work of these departments to

prepare them for taking over final responsibility
at the end of 1961, '

At midnight on December 8, 1961 Tanganyika
became independent and decided to remain member of
the Common Wealth.57

The Constitution of Tanganyika was adopted
on 9 December., It provided that Tanganyika should be
governed as & democratic society in which the |
governmant was responsible to a freely elected
Parliament representative of the people and in which
the courts of Law weré independent and impartial., The
structure of the leglslative executive and jidicial
organs of the govérnment were set out in the C’onstitﬁtion.
The hlegi slative povers would kbe exercised by the
Parliament of Tanganyika wnich was vested by the »
Constitution with complete soverelgn powers and of
which the present Fational Assewbly would be the
legislative house. |

. 67 "Independence", Africa Digest, February 1962, p. 116.
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CHAPTER - V¥

CONCLUSION

The Tanganyikan ports have been used

as a ports of entry in to the interior of East aAfrica.
In the process people of many countries - Arabs,
shirazis, Portuguese, Greeks, Chinese and Indians came
to Tanganyikarl coast to carry on trade m ivory and
slaves. After the closure of land route to east vwhen
Europe was seeking sed route to India, Europeéxt powers
reached the eastern coast of africa, This marked the
beginnging of rivalry among European powers for eastern
Cwest and Zanzibar trade. During the nineteenth cantury
the area became centre of intense imperialist activities.
The Berlin Conference of 1885, which partitioned Africa
amongst European pbwers, accepted the German claim over
Tanganylka. But the Germans had to _fight for over 20

years to gain control over tne entire Tanganyika. >

Our main concern in this dissertation has been
the study of political movements beginning with movement
of resistence Against the Germans and uprisings against
their colonial rule.

The resistence movéments launched by people
equipped with ancient arms 1.e, spears and bows and
arrows were brutally crushed by Gezﬁans vho used latest
firearms. There were numerous uprisings againt alignation

of African land and their allocation to European settlerss

~
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-pl_anters, introduction of almoxious system of forced
labour and system of taxation which was not only
discriminatory but also encroachad upon the personal
and private life of the Tanganyikans., The early
resistence and uprisings left their deep mark ofx the
political life of '.l.'anganyik_a. Later political develop-

ments owe their origin to these events.

The African struggle for independence can also
be called the decolonization movements since Tanganyika
had not become a nation. The &bove study proves that
African struggle against the colonizers started with

th.e resistence against the intruding Germans.

The various risings during the éerman period
contributed to the brith of local heroes. ,'i‘hese heroes
like Mkwawa and Siki became scurce of inspiration for tae
African masses and thus crested a new sense of pride
and solidarity among rthe indigenous people. Though R}
resistance in the initial period was confined to separate
tribes but in 1905, a large scale uprising took place
in which more than one tribe participated. It was the
Maji.M&}ji movement, It had characteristics of traditional
uprisings but layed the foundation of new political
movements against colonialism and for African unity.

The methods of dissent and protest during the
British period took new forms, The British came to
acquire administration of Tanganyika after defeat of
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Germany in the First Wor;d War at the instance of

League of Nations 4n 1920, During British period i.e.
since 1920 the Africans organized themselves into peasant
unions, trade unions and political parties, The formation
of these new organizations changed the form of struggle

from armed % non-violent and non-cooperation,

The first political organization emerged in
19292 which was'for'med by the intelligensia i.s, teachers
traders and civil servants, which ultimately lad to the
formation of Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) in
1954,

The peaszants unioh and Trade Unions helped to
provlde base for the independence movement. Peasants
movements helped to create anti-colonial feeling-through
protests against discriminatory practices. These movements
aroused consciouiness of large mass of the people regarding
practices of exploitztion of land and people. At the
same time trade wnions despite their minimal numerical
strength layed down the foundation of united action for
anti colonial struggles. Julius Nyerere, the President
of TANU, called the trade unions, "the industrial wing
of the nationalist movement". The unique feature of
thé African countries was the emergence of a small
middle class composed of intelligensia - traders,
teachers, clerks, technical hands etc, This class
generally led the national 1liberation movements. In
Tanganyika too, this elass played a very important ;‘ole
in the struggle for independence. The intelligenisia -
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small traders, persons engaged in service sector and
peasants together with the support of the trade unions

formed the mass movement for the independence struggle.

The anti colonial struggle in Africa in late
50s and early 60s reached a point where colonialigm in
order to retain old economic order and hegemonic
Apoliticﬂ:al position had to relinquish control over the

colonies.,

By the end of 1950s, Tanganyika was swept with
the wave of resurgence. The British Prime Minister
Mac Million called in 1960 this phenomencn the wing of
change. The new politic-al developménts in Tanganyika
had created & sizuation which left no doubt in the
minds of the colonial powers that mdependenée for

Tanganyika was *nevitable.

" buring the 50s the British did not realizs
- the significance ana_ consequences of the growing .
strength of the anti colonial struggle. They first
attempted to crush these struggles. For instance, they
did not register TANU on national level and asked African
organizations to registfer on district level., This,

no doubt, was an attempt to create parochialism and
devision amongst 120 different ethnic groups. When these
tactics failed to succeed the colonial administration
banneg TNU activities and even restricted movements of
Julius Kyerere and other political leaders so that their

call for unity and struggle could not reach the people
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In 19508 they had attempted various mechanical
methods ecalled multi-racial constitutions to safeguard
the interests of European and Asian settlevs. But the
mounting wave of anti colonialism grew in strength and

~ independence was attained by Tanganyika in 1961 under
the leadership of TANU.

Cur study clearly shows that independence was
not granted to Tangsnyika on & platter but had to be
fought against cruel and brutal colonial power. Aand
this fight included sacrifice of lives, imprisonment
and gﬁm erders, The long list of martyrs of Tenganylka
included al3 the names of those who resisted intrusion,
rose against oppressive laws, struck work and faced the
harragssment from the goéemment whan they organized
themseives politically. The nganyikg's political
developments cleaxi‘ly indicate that the Africans (along
with progressive Aslans and Europeans) had to traverse‘

a difficult road to achieve independence., The credit
goes to the Africans who till independence were regarded
as not capable of running their own affairs, to understand
the modern techniques of political struggle &and organize
themselves in groups, assoclations, peasants uhions

and trade unions eventually emerging into an all

encompassing movement for the self determination.
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