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" The dialectic of colonial repression proved
that... nc colonialist aggressor can overcome

peoples who are determined to win their freedom"

- 2Amilcar Cabral

" To wage a revolutiun is to annihilate

what is bad and build what 135 JuOodes.
Our revolutionary work is, therefore,
not vet completed, because these evils

still undermine and sabotage the

constructive process of the Revolution?

- Ho Chi Minh, 1952

Ve






Change is the very essence of history, its eternal
theme. Every society encounters movements which promise
to bring about changes in it. However, as history is
the result of struggle of contradictions, it is perceived
as a threat by all the ruliﬁg strata in all the oppressive,
exploitative systems. Tyrants and their systems are
terrified at the sounds of the wheels of history. They
try to put the clock back. They attempt-;o clog the
wheels of history. They leave no stone unturned to
ensure, that progress of history does not jeopardise their
own interests. When everything fails, some of them take
to the 'writing' of history from their own prejudiced

viewpoints, thus churning out the "official history".

The Mau Mau Movement in Kenya has been attacked and
interpreted from various angles. But its real nature
and character has been ignored by many, some of the times

deliberately and at others, unwittingly.

The British entered Kenya in the wake of'scramble
for Africa in the end of the nineteenth century with
~colonial intentions. They tightened their grip over the
territory by acguiring land and exploiting African labour
through administrative aétions. The colonialism ih Kenya
became responsible for the enslavement of Kenyan masses

and the systematic destruction of their culture ahd'history.
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The introduction of settler plar

throhgh coercive policy of taxation and suppressioniof
'constitutional means of protest by the Africans led to
the Mau Mau Movement. At that historical moment, people
of Kenya chose, for the first time in its colonial
history, the path of armmed struggle to overthrow the
colonial yoke. 4l thodgh iL wdg Bupplressed, it set in
motion the forces which facilitated thé process of

independence for Kenya.

Mau Mau Movement attracts controversy because there
are many disorted views ageinst it. The petty-bourgeois
class, which was created by colonial masters, never
accorded legitimacy to the Movement because such an act

would involve jeopardy to thg czpitalist interests of

theirs and their former colonial masters.

The objective of this present work is to examine
whether the Mau Mau Movement was a.nationalist mévement
or not and to examine its influence on the political
.evolution.of Kenya. The historical facts are, therefore,
taken to be the most authentic and clear guide in this
direction. The present dissertation attempts a method

which is simultaneously historical and analytical.

In the preparation of this work, I owe a great debt
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CHAPTER - I

INTRODUCTION g COLONIALISM IN KENYA AND DIFFERENT
' INTERPRETATIONS OF MAU MAU




The Mau Mau Movement started in Kenya around 1948

against British colonialismn. The movement was first

initiated by a militant gronp of Kenya African Union
(KAU) and later more peasants and workers joined it
agabnst the exploitation of Land and labour by the
British. When all constitutional and peaceful means
falled to:attain independence, the 'Mau Mau' emerged

as a new mbde of resistance against British colonialism.-
The ‘Land;Freedom Army' was created by a militant group

of KAU to wage armed struggle against the British.

The Mau Mau Movement has been of growing political
and intellectual interest because of various interpretations
by the historicans in regard to the nature and character
of the mévement. The exact character of the movement
has perplexed many. But before discussing various
interpretations given by the scholars, we will have to
go through the colonial background of Kenya, which was
reSpon‘sib.le for the outbreak of different forms -of anti-
colonial movements includiﬁg the Mau Mag Movement.

The colonisation of Kenya came in the wake of the
scramblefof Affica in the late nineteenth c¢entury. In

East Africa, though various areas did not seem to promise



immediate economic benefits, the British sought to
colonise them to safeguard their future positions.

At that time the immediate question was how to make

the colony pay for itself.

It 1s important to mention here that the basic
notion of strict politiéal and economic control.‘ guided
the colonial policies of Britain and other colonial
powers. The entry of British colonialism in Kenya was
mainly guiéed by economic reasons, besides geo-political
ones. Apaft from that the British entered Keny when

capitalism was at a very advanced stage in Europe.1

At th:at time many of the colonial officials felt
that the H‘fighlands of Kenya might become an attractive
area for European settlement. They visualised a bright
future of .vEuropean farming due to temperate climate and
stake African settlement. Already in 1893, before Kenya
wés declaréd a protectorate, Lord Lugard in his capacity
as agent of British East Africa Company had suggested

settlement of Europeans in the Kenyan }'xighl.:-mdti.2

1 Vijay Gupta . Kenya; Politics of (In)Dependence
(New Delhi: Peoples' Publishing House, 1981),
pe 4.

2 Dan Nabudere , Imperlalism in East Africa (London:

Zed Press, 1981), Vol.1, p. 52.



The early empire builders convinced the British foreign
office that European settlement could pay the cost of
administration and provide revenues for the Uganda railway
which had been constructed by 1902, opening ﬁp Kenyan
Hiéhlands ﬁo settlement. The causes of colonisation

of Kenya may be summed up like this:

- Kenya was a road to Uganda, which was the source

of the Nile;

- it was potentially a rich market and probable

source of rich raw materials.

‘= British Indian subjects were the main commercial

community, whose assistance to British colonisation

was certain.

- Mombasa was commercially important and strategicaily

a valuable port in East Africé{

The process of colonisation of Kenya by the British
was startéd in the year 1888, when a shipping tycoon
named Sir William Macinnon founded Imperial British
East Africa Company (IBEAC), whose aim was to make profit

by monopolising the trade in British manufactured goods

3 G.lpta, ne.1i, P 6.



and Kenyan products? But the company failed due to
stiff resistance offered by the Africans. The stiff
resistance came from the Mazruis of the coastal towns,
which saw the total collapse of thé company§ Though
the Mazrui-IBEAC war totally destroyed the Imperial
British East African Company, the British did not leave
Kenya. The main purpose was to turn Kenya into a
productive coloﬁy for British finance capital? For

this they took three steps -

1) Théyvturned Kenya into a white settlement colony,

2) They alienated all land which was not in actual
use of the Africans.

3) They permitted Indian immigrants to take up petty

jobs of artisans and run petty trade.

The territory which after colonisation came to be
known as East Africa protectorate and subsequently Kenya
colony,was.inhabited by various ethnic groups. The most

notable ethinic groups were the Kikuyu, Masai, Kavirando,

4 Ibidem.

6  Nabudere, n.2, p. 51.



Kamba and the Nandi people. These ethnic groups
had different political and economic set ups. The
land ﬁenﬁre system in most African tribes was very
complex. Land belonged to the tribe as a whole and
no tribal member. had individual rights in it.7 In
simpler tems land was held commonly by a tribe and
each individual member was given land for cultivation

by the tribe as a whole for a certain period.

In order to turn Kenya into a white settlement
colony, land alienation was necessSary on the part of
the British. The only way to alienate the land from
the Africans was through.administrative-action onlyve.
In the year 1895, Kenya was declared a protéctorateq
Thus by declaring Kenya as a protectorate the British

got the excuse to acquire the land of Africans through

administrative measures.

’

The process of alienation of land started between
1897 and 1899, when land Grdinances were passed. Land
was acquired from the Africans at very low prices due
to the ignorance of the owner about the true value of
the land. Purther in the vear 1901 and 1902, two land

Or dinances permitted the Buropean farmers to take over

7 Gupta, n.1, p. 4.

8 Oginga Odinga , Hot Yet Uhurd (Lohdon: Heinamann,
1968), p. 17,




the unoccupied land.9 Among these two Ordinances, the
firat Ordinance which was known as thae Order-in-couﬁcil
confined the African rights in regard to land to actual
occupation, cultivation and grazing, where as the 1902
Land Ordinance permitted the unoccupied lénds to be

leased to the European farmers!o Under the provision of

Land Ordinance of 1902, land waslleased to the European
farmers even if the land cohtained African occupied

area. The Ordinance provided the lessee to take African
lands by péying unspecified compensation for cultivation
and their residential huts. The European farmers who
needed labbur forced the Africans to work oﬁ their fams
for 180 t03230 days in a year in their farms. In return
of this service they permitted the Africans to cultivate
some land for producing food and grazing the cattle. The
ordinance of 1902 paved the way to the creation af white
Highlands,lthus accelerating the process of land_grabbing
movement by the Europeans. Finallx,in the year 1915,
Crown Lands Ordinance was passed, which gave statutory

recognition to the administrative practice of permanently

9 Gupta, n.1, p. 26.

10 Ibideme.



reserving highlands for Europeans by empowering the
government with veto power in regard to transfer of'land.11
This bill empowered the éovernment to alienate the larids
oécupied by the Africans, by declaring their lands as

'Crown Lands'.

The purpose behind the land alienation was three

folds

1. It intended to prevent the African peasantry to be
in competition with the European farmers because

in order to develop settler economy there should be

monopoly of white famming.

2 It intended to force all adult males to work as
labourers for the white farmers. For the purpose
of farming African labour was required by the white
farﬁe:s. Unlessyuntill an African wasilandless, it
was difficult on the part of the white farmers to
procure labour. Besides for the steady supply of
African labour various coercive laws Qere passed to
force the Africans to work for the white farmer.

It will be discussSed in the following pages- - while

dealing with the question of labour.

11 &lpta, n.1i, Pe 290



3. It intended to settle Europeans to develop the
colony to be able to pay for its administrativé
machinery. As earlier mentioned,in East Africa
though various areas did not seem to promise
economic benefits, the British colonised them

to safeguard their future positions. So in

order to make the colony\tb pay for itself, the
introduction of settler economy was needed. The
high cost of administration and maintenance of

Ugandan railway had to be met only by the growth

of settler economy.12

Land was regarded as the major means of production
affecting the political, economic and social life of the
Africans. By the land alienation policies, the Kikuyu,
Masai, Kavirando, Kamba and the Nandi people were severely
affected. Most of the Africans were confined to 'Reserves'
due to fhevprocess of land alienation. The 'Reserves’
or the ‘actually occupied' areas were created to restrict
the ‘movement of Africans in order to ensure-the security
can al3

of European owned lan In other words Africans were

12 M.P.Ke. Sorrenson , Land Reform in Kikuvu Countrvy
(Nairobis Oxford University Press, 1967), p. 14.

43 Gupta, n.1, p. 30.



“restricted to small areas while the Europeans. enjoyed
'thé monopoly of owning the large areas. The loss of land
disturbed the socio-economic life of the Africans;‘ Due
to reservation of land, the number of their cattle,
sheep and goats were limited. The land alienétion process

became responsible for the creation of labour system,

which was absent in the pre-colonial era.

But the occupation of land by the Europeans was never

a smooth salling process for them. Between 1895 and 1905
the Africans fought against the IBEA forces to save their
land. Under the leadership of Koitaki, they fought for
10 years, before they were defeated by the British. Again
in the case of Nandis, the queséion of land came. During
the same period, they fought with the British forces to
save their land and cattlé.14 In the South-Western Highlands
of Kenya, the British forces had to fight the Gusii people
to occupy their land. Besides,the people of central
Kenya, Kikuyu, Enbu, Meru, Mbere, Akamba waged battles

- to save their land. Among the notable example of African
resentment was the ﬁaSSacre of a trading.  caravan by the
Kikuyus-in the year 1902 and the Kikuyus were cruelly

dealt by the British.15 Thus the African resentment of

14 R.D. Wolff ,Britain and Kenya: 1870-1930
(Nairobi; TranSafrj_ca' 1974), De 61 E——

15 Harlow, V., Chilver, E and Smith, A4 ed . ,History
of East Africa (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965),
VOloII‘ p. 25.
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loss of land was suppressed by the British.

In the pre-colonial Kenya, there were no classes,
With the coming of colonialism, new classes emerged due
to introduétion of European and Asian settlers and new
economic relaticns. In the colonial era, the Zuropean
and Asian settlers, who were the owners of means of
proddction remained at the top of the class structure.
The middle class in the colonial set up comprised Asian
settlers, who dominated thé retail trade. The middle
class of Asian settlers, who were from India and Arab
countries Qere encouraged by the Europeans to keep the
Africans at bay. In other words in order to safeguard
their own privileged position, the Asian settlers were
encouraged by the European settlers. Besides tradess,
there were merchants, professionals and skilled laboureré
who were Asians. Thus in the class structure under
colonialism in Kenya, the Africans were restricted to

lower class - the under privileged class.

In colonial Kenya, after the question of land, comes
the question of labour. The colohisers might be regarded
as the proud creator of the system of slavery, which
meant the subjugation of one man by another. Aftef
grabbing the most fertile land and restricting the Africans

to ‘Reserves', the next question before the colonisers
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was how to exploit the African labour. Fof the benefit
of Buropean agriculture, African labour had to be expl-
olited. So the coloniser decided to use the coercive
administrative machinery to exploit the African labour.
Taxes were imposed on them either in the form of cash
or labour. But since Africans were prevented from
groWing cash crops and wefe restricted to ‘'Reserves’,
they had.né option but to provide free labour to the
European farmers. In the year 1901, a Hut Tax of Rs.2
was imposed for procuring African labour. But when

the Hut Tax did not meet the full requirements of labour,
due to the:pressure from the European fannefs,[in the
year 1909 the government imposed Poll Tax. Under the
provision éf'Poll Tax, every adult male African, who did
not own a hut had to pay a,tax of B;B in cash ;r labour
for thé plantations. In order to get a firm grip over
the African labour the colonisers followed humiliating
procedures; In the year 1906, Masters and Servants
Ordinance was passed to bind the African worker to the
work of his master and avoid desertion. This Ordinance
empowered the administratian to punish a labourer, if

" he abstained from work. The punishment could be in the
form of imprisonment with hard labour or cash. But in

almost all the cases, the Africans had to provide labour.

In the year 1915, the Government of Kenya introduced
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compulsory registration for all Africans. By doing so
the EurOpéan's grip over the African labour was tightened.
The notorious 'Kipande' or ;he Pass Law was passed to
restrict the movement of African workers!6 Under'this
provision every African male had to registér himself.
kAfﬁer the regilstration he was provided with an identity
card, which had to be carried by him through all the
time, Giving finger prints for registration was regarded
by Africans the most ﬁumiliating part of Kipande (pass)
system. Finger-prints were recorded at a central finger
Bureau and used for catching or arresting the unwilling
African workers who generally ran away from the plaée

of employment due to humiliating and cruel condition of
work. Those Qho refused fo work as forced laboufers and
‘deserted the employers' were legally punished by fine

and imprisonment with hard labour.

Thus through land élienation and forced labour
the colonisers destroyed the traditional economy of Kenvya.
It is important to mention the ideology behind the

settler economy which has been cited by E. Huxley in

the following liness

16 F.D. Corfield, Histori rve
and Growth of Mau Mau (London: Her Majesty's
Stationery Office, Comnd 1030, 1960), p. 25.
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Settlers must somehow be found, attracted,
encouraged, started off. Therewas no other
alternative but economic stagnation and a
perpetuate bleeding of the British treasury.
East Africa could be transformed from a
liability to an asset only if the government
could succeed in getting a thriving white
population established_to add to the wealth
that the world still wanted and was prepared
to pay for; to feed the railway; to buy
goods from Britain's factories; to provide
the outlet of employment for the surplus
energies of idle young tribesmen, whose only
occupations of raiding and fighting were
being barred to them by the spread of law and
order; to start the wheels of trade by
employing natives and so circulating among
them money with which they could by imported
goods and pay hut tax; to bring capital into
the country; to pay taxes; permanence and
stability to British rule in East Africa.

In short, to build by thelr aefforts a self
supporting colony.(17) '

Thus this settler ideology was the base on which

the British built up their colonial economic policy.

From the above, it is clear that establishing
colonial rﬁle in Kenya and turning the country into a
white settlement area had an adverse effect on the
Kenvan people. Due to this various protest movements

emerged against the British colonialism. Under oppressive

colonial regime, the labour movements started to raise

17 E. Huxley, Whiteman's Countrv; Lord Delamere
and the Making of Kenya, 1870-1914(Londons
Chatto and Windus, 1935), Vol.1,pp. 77-79.
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the voice of dissent of the workers.

In the.year 1921, the first politico trade union

organisation was formed by Harry Thuku. The organisation

named as East African Associationycarried the struggle
againét Briiish colohialism on.the issue:of.:édﬁCtionv
of the yage of the workers. Harry Thuku, who was a
telephone operator by profession,believed in constitutional
means.to meet the demands of the workers. The East
African Assoéiation organised mass protests, demonstrations,
"sent petitions and followed other non-violent actions.
But these modesof protest could pnot succeed in mobilising

the colonisers in favour of the workers’ demand. Instead

of'listening to the genuine demands of the workers, the
colonial govemment considering the East African Associationv

as a threatybanned it and arrested the entire leadership

of EAA including Harry Thuku.

But in the year 1925, the Kikuyu Gentral Association(kCA)
was formed, which replaced East African Association as the
organised force. It was organised by a relatively radical
group of men like Joseph Kangethe, Jesse Kariukl and
James Beauttah. The KCA leadership was centralised and
well disciplihed due to which it developed intoc a

national struggle. It began to mobilise people on the
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question of land, labour and other questions of national

interests. Its 1leadership also followed the constitutional

means to meet the demands of the Africans.

But again the African protest went unheard and on
top of it, the government followed coercive measure. 1In
the year 1940, KCA was banned as "Communist Subvessive"
following its agitation aéainst the exploitation 6f land,
Kipande, Hut and Poll Tax. It.s entire leadership was
arrested ana due to government suppressionsit failed to

gain it' s position in the national arena.

Finally in the year 1946, Kenya African Union (KAU) was
formed under ﬁhe leadership of Jommo Kenyatta and Bildad ’
Kaggia to fight againSt the eXploifation by British colonia-
lism. By that timeywith the colonialism at it s peak,
the condition of the Africéns wasvery bad. But the KAU's
leadership wés divided into two groups, i.e the militants

and the non-militants. Dedan Kimathi, Stanley Mathenge

and . others who were the leadexs of the militant group,
had no faith in the constitutional means to fight
colonialism, as all the previous constitutional means of

protests were ruthlessly suppressed by the government.
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But the non-militant or the moderate section which was
represented by Jommo = Kenyatta and others still believed

in the constitutional path. Besides,they were not prepared
to take any force-~ful stand on the question of Land and
Independence. That was the reasonwhy the ideology of KAU
was vague and did not have any worked out programme. The
militanﬁs who gained support from the workers and peasants
captured the leadership of KAU by sidelining the moderates
and formed;Land Freedom Army' to wage armed struggle
against colonialism. These activities were later known

as Mau Mau activities. But again government failled to
listen the grievances of Kenyans and instead, . declared
a state of emergency, banned all the associations including
KAU and arrested its entire»leadership. By doing this

it closed all the avenues for the peaceful settlement.

The failure of consti;utional means led to tremendous
growth of the Mau Mau Movement. In the chap ter-1I,

these points have been dealt elaborately.

Due to the introduction of settler econaomy, the
squatter system came into existence under the colonial
sét up. In order to provide labour to the European
farmers, Africans were allowed to stay on the farms as

resident labourers. “The resident labourers or the
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squatters as they came to be knownswere required to
provide labour to the white farmers and in lieu of iabour
they were allowed to grow thealr own food and graze

their cattle. But in the later stage, when the European
farmers attempted to aexploit the squatters more and more,
the conflict between them and the squatters became
inevitable. Even in the social life of the squatters,
the settlers interferred. Any social organisation of

the squatters was treated by the whites as a threat to

them. Besides,the squatter's land and live-stock were

reduced from time to time.

The land scarcity had grown to alarming proportions,
The Africans who were confined to 'Reserves' had no
land and therefore preferred to be équatters than to be
landiess. while the number of squatters increaséd, the
amount of land decreésed. A fter the Second World War;
ex-Europeén soldiers were allowed to settle in Kenya,
which resulted in increa%éd scarcity of land. The

scarcity -of the land and the deteriorating condition of

the squatters led to the rebellion of the squatters.
When the militant wing of KAU started Mau Mau Movement,
the squatters in the white highlands gave their whole

hearted support. In the Chapter III, the squatter problem
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and the settier_squatter conflict has been dealt elaborately.

Thus the colonisation of Kenya and the turning of
it into a wﬁite settlement area had an adverse effect
on the Kenyan people. When all the peaceful means of
protest were ruthlesSly suppressed,the Mau Mau Movement
éﬁerged with the aim of over-throwing the colonial yoke
- by means of armed struggle. Thougﬁ initially it gained
important victories over the British forces, but later
it could not sustain its organisation and arms supply
aource that.rauulgﬂu”Aiu 1ty fallure 4andg Quppression.,
Since its outbreak, there have been different opinions
among the academics due to thelr allegiance to different
schools. Acoording to Roseberg and Nottingham "very
few mass movements in Africa have attracted more contro-
versial comment than what has been called Mau Mau",18
While studying Mau Mau, number of questions come to core
of our scrutiny. Questions like what is Mau Mau ? why
the Kenyans took the course of such violent actions against
British colonialism? Who was behind the movement ?
Whether it was a nafionalist movement. or a barbarous anti-
European tribal cult ? What was the role of Mau Mau

in the independence movement of Kenya? Often confuse

18 Carl Roseberg, Jr and John Nottingham , The Myth
of Mau Maus Nationalism in Kenva (Nairobi: East
African Publishing House, 1966), p. 16.
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the scholars about the nature character and role

of Mau Mau Movement.19

It is very interesting to. mention here that the
meaning of the term "Mau Mau" has become a matter of
acute controversy. There have been different interpretations
for the term "Mau Mau®. 1In the course of his trial at
Kapenguria, Jommo Kenyatta, when asked about the meaning
of Mau Mau replied that "Mau Mau are simply words and

20

have no meaning". On the other hand,during the trial

of Mau Mau activists, a native witness in Naivasha court
saia " Mau Mau 1s a Kikuyu word meaﬁing you want to do
something very much and very qUickly".21 According to C.T
Stoneham "Mau Mgu has Some particular meaning connected
with the early religion and t%aditions of the tribe

which existed before the first whiteman was seen in

4
Kikuyu land“.gz J.M. Kariukl attributes the use of term

19 D.P., Singh , "Mau Mau : A Case Study of Kenyan
Nationalism", Africg Qugrterly (New Delhi), Vol,7,
no.1, April-June 1968, p. 10.

20 Montagu S8later , The Trial of Jommo Kenvatta (Londons
Secker and Warbugg, 1953), pp. 153-54.

21 C.T. Stoneham, Mau Mau {(London: Museum Press, 1953),
p. 23.

22 Ibidem.
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to the "enemies of the movement who used it as a tem

of abuse'.'23

Fred Majdaaney is of opinion that "the word Mau Mau*
was a code word based on a secret language game which
was played by the Kikuyu boys at the time of circumcision%4
authors Carl Roseberg ahd John Nottingham are confused
about the term "Mau Mau". According to themlié may be

the corruption of Kikuyu word 'Muma‘’ which means oath%5

However, the most interesting interpretation has
been given by D.H. Rawcliff. He is of the opinion that

at the religious gatherings of the Watu Wa Munguz6 or

23  J.M. Kariuki, Mau Mau Detainee (Londons Oxford
University Press, 1963),pp. 23-24.

24 Fred Majdalaney, State of Emergencys The Full
Story of Mau Mau (lL.ondon: Longmans, 1962),
pe /5.

25 Singh, 1’1.19, I\Jb 110

26 ‘Watu Wa Mungu', or 'The People of God' is a
‘deni' or religious cult which arose among
the Kikuyu in the nineteen twenties. It .
represented a blend of mission-taught christianity
and tribal beliefs as well as the teachings of
the 014 Testament. The 'arathi' believed that
their actions were dictated by the 'Holy Ghost'
~facing Mount. Kenya (a very significant ritual).
The political overtones were expressed through
their rejection of foreign goods and when they
took to wearing skins and began carrying bows and
arrows as symbols of proteste.



(132 6l

e

21

‘

the 'people of God', the 'arathi (Kikuyu word for thé
'prophets') during the course of the prayer used to be

in a state of frenzy accompanied by violent trembling.
They used to roar like lions during the course of ritual,
a plece of symbolism based on the fifth chapter of Isaih.
It is probable that the name of the secret Mau Mau cult

originated from the ritual%7

Thus from the views expressed above, we find that
there is no concrete evidence for the actual interpretation
of the term "Mau Mau"; the movement itself is subjected
to various interpretations. But before giving the various
interpretations of Mau Mau, let us now turn our attention
to the question what is a nationalist movement 2 Before
we attempt to answer this question it would be qQuite
enlightening if we analyse the evolution of the concept
of nétionalism developing first in Western Europe,With the
consolidation Gf nation states, nationalism brought
about the reorganization of Europe in the 19th and éOth
centuries and has been the prime force in the political
awakening of Asia and Africa. In thé first half of the

19th century it was associated with democracy and liberalism.

In the later 19th century,however, nationalism assumed

27 D.H. Rawcliff, The Struggle for Kenya (London: -
Gollancz, 1954), p. 32._
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aggressive and intolérant‘forms (integrative nationali sm)
identified with military and trade rivalries, naﬁional
expansion at the expense of other peoples, .In the
tweﬁtieth century it has been the moving force in the
rebelllion and liberatlion of colonlal pduple.za Of the
many ménifestations'that nationalism has assumed in

Asia and Africa, territorial nationalism sustains the

states created by decolonization.

In the colonized states of Asia and Africa, the
nationalist movements were basically the prodgcts of the
central contfadiction‘between colonialism and the interests
of the native people. The leadership of the movement
also based itself on a clear and fimm understanding of
colonialism. Thus,if the primary contradiction provided
' the structural basis of the national movement, itss
grasping through the anti-colonialism provided the ‘ideo-
logical basis . of immense importance, because active
participation in a mass movement cannot take place only

on the basis of a sense of being exploited.zg- Furtheif

28 Allan Bullock, Oliver Stallybrass and Stephen _
Trombley, ed’'. , The Fontang Dictonary of Modern
Thought ('London :Fontana Press,1988), edn.2 pp.559-60.

29 For detalls see, E. Kamenka, Nationallsms The nature
and Evolution of an Idea (London: Edward Arnold, 1976)
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nationalisf movements incorporated different classes
of people in its. fold who saw their interests as
running counter to those of colonizers._-Finally)
independence from the clutches of the colonizers was
the ultimate goal of nationalist movements, because the
all-round social, political, economic and cultural
development: of the péople was viewed to be predicated

on the throwing away of colonial yoke§0

While dealing withgnationalism and nationalist
movements, it is important to know the meaning of right
of self-determination. Because in Africa nationalist
movements emerged to get the right of self-determination
from the coionisers. Some of these movements based
their campaigns on the understanding of self-determination
as defined by Joseph Stalin whose interpretation is
being challénged today. Since African movements used the

term in the light of Stalin's interpretatior,we quote
from Stalins

The right of self-determination means that
only the nation itself has the right to
determine its. destiny, that no one has

the right forcibly to interfere ih the life
of nations, to destroy its  schools and other

30 For details see, Ernest Gellner, Nations and
Nationalism (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 19835.
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institutions, to violate its habits and
customs, to repress its language or curtail
it's rights". (31)

According to Lenin who inspired anti-colonial
movements, the right to national self-determination
should include the right of nations to independence, to
be free from the respective oppressing nations. In
explaining this theoretical proposition,he pointéd out
that‘the answer to the question understood by this
term should be sought not in legal definitions deduced
from the general concept of law but in a historical

economic study of national mbvement.32

Thus from the above definitions we get the impression
that national sel f-determination mears the right of each
nation to decide its own system of government and so
to form an independent; state. Against this ideological
background, we will study the Mau Mau Movement for which
historical analysis is necessary. In the following
chapters we will study the adverse impact of colonialism

on the Kenyan masses, which will give the broad character

of Mau Mau Movement.

31 J. Stalin, Marxism and the National Colonial
Question (Calcuttas: Brumm Publishing House, 1960),
Pe 36.

32 Lenin, Critical Remarks on the Natignal Questionss
The Rights of Nations to gelf-determination
(Moscowt Progress Publisher, 1969), p. 54.
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Different Interpretations of Mau Mau

The Mau Mau Movement is of growing acadanié interest
due to various interpretations. But basicélly there are

two schools of thoughtjthe first school is composed of -

~

1. Imperialist and Christian School of Thought,
2. The University of Nairobi School of Thought,

3. The Chauvinist Interpretation.

To sum up their interpretationsof Mau Mau Movement we

find tbatvaccording tb this schoo%)bhe movement was a
*hrarbaric, anti-white tribal cult which planned to tumm
Kenya into a land of darknesé and death“.33 Now the
question is . why there are three opinions within the
First School of Thought. It is important to mention

here, though Mau Mau Movement was suppressed, the colonisers
realised the importance of Kenyan dissent and decided

to hand over power to the Africans. But even after
independence, they intended that their interest in particuyar
and the integrest of tha Intamational capitaslism should be

served. That was the reason why in the wake of Kenyan

33 Maina~wa-Kinayitti, "Mau Mau: The Peak of African
: Political Organisation in colonial Kenya",
Philosophy and Social Action (New Delhi), vol.9,
No.1, Jan.Feb.Mar 1983, p. 24. '
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inéependence, an African petty-bourgeois class had

al ready been created on the basis‘of tribal‘and regional
factions§4 Thds - petty-bourgeois ;lass is in power in
Kenyay after monopolising power it served the interest

of the foreign capital. Mau Mau Movement.whidh was
antie=white thus anti~administration and thus anti-colonial
in character intended to gain independence for the whole
masses of Kenya, not for any particular group or tribe.
Inview of this,one can say that the Ist school of thought
represents the colonial mind;which..did not want to give
legitimacy to the Mau Mau Movement. Let us see the inter-

pretations of different schools.

R

Imperialist and Christian School of Thought

Thg main propagators of Imperialist and Christian
School of Thought are L.5.B. Leakey, F.D. Corfield,
Fred Majdalaney, Dennis Holman, Ione Leigh and R. Rurak
and the.leaders of the Christian Church. According to
these propagators the Mau Mau Movement was -

a barbaroué and atavistilic organisation, an anti-

white tribal cult whose leaders planned to turn
{enya into a land of darkness and deaths. It

34 Gupta, ne.l1, pele
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was a product of Uikuyu torest mentallty,
which was anti-Christian and anti-Western
Civilization in Character. (35)

The University of Nairobi School of Thought:

The University of Nairobi School of Thought does
not differ from Imperialist and Christian School of
Thought. The advocates of this School of Thought
William Ochieng and B.E. Kipkorir while representing
tbe colonial mind attack the charactgr of the movement.
To sum up their view,we find that according to them
Mau.Mau was not a nationalist movement, because it had

no nationalist programme and it was primarily a Kikuyu

affairq?s,

The Chauvinist Interpretation

This iﬁterpretation is another part of int;rpfetation
of University of Nairobi School of Thought. Generally
it goes like this. “We_Gikuyu Embu and Meru fought and
died for the independence which we achieved with our
blood. So all the positions, power, wealth should

belong to us".a'7 While denying the Mau Mau Movement

35 Kinayitti, n.33, pp. 24-25. For detailed information
also see . Corfield, n.163%
L.S.B. Leakey, Mau Mau and the Kikuvu (London:
Methuen, 1954) and his Defeating Mau Mau (Londons
Methuen, 1954); Majdalaney, n.24. '

36 William R. Ochieng, "Review of Kaggia's Roots of
" Freedom 1921-63", XKenya Historical Review (Nairobhi),
vol.4, no.1, pp. 138-40.

37 Kinayitti, n.33, p. 27.
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as a nationalist movement Chauvinist group intends to
" use Mau Mau Movement as a tool to monopolize the national

leadership to enrich themselves, 8

‘The second School of Thoughtwhich is advocated
by Maina-Wa-Kinayitti, Dédan Kimathi and‘Stanley Mathen
op - Ined thaﬁ the Mau Mau Movement was truly a nationalist
movement. Because these people were actively involved in
the struggle and they knew the actual character and goal
of the movément. According to Kinayiﬁti,‘lt was a
nationalist movement whose goals and aims were appropriate
to the common desires of many people, which profoundly
influenced_kenya's political eyolution".39 He further
adds that Mau Mau Movement was part of world-wide anti-

social onslaught which cannot be dismissed merely with

flick of a pen.40

Kinayitti while admitting theflaws. in the organizational
methods and techniques utilized by the movement, argues

that the symbols, songsand caths represented the nationalist

38 Ibidem.
39 Ibido‘ P 1e

40 Ibidem.
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character of the movement. While refuting allegation
tﬁat the mo&ement did not spreéd outside cenﬁral Kenya,
he srgues that nowhere in the world a self-sustaining
revolutionary movement has been started spontaneously by

.tﬁe masses.41

~

Dedan Kimathi, who was one of the chief architects

of the movement always argued that the movement was a

nationalist one. In one of the pamphlets while condemning

the injustice of British Imperialism, he wrote -

If colour prejudices is to remain in Kenya

who will stop subversive action, for the

African has eyes, ears and brains. It is

better to die than to live in distress, why

confine distress to soul? (42)
Giving the reasons for taking up arms against the British,
Kimathi wrote " We rasort to armad struggle because there
is no other alternative left to us, because our people were
exploited, oppressed, plundered and tourtured".43 While

refuting the colonkalist charge against the movement in

‘one of the meeting Kimathi had saids

I do not lead rebels but I lead Africans
who want their self-government. My people

41 Ibid., p. 28.
42 Singh, n.19, Pe 180

43  Ibidem.
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want to live in a better world than they
met when they were born. I lead them
because God never created any nation to--
be ruled by another for ever. (44)

In a letter to Fenner Brockway, Kimathi wrote -

We are not fighting for an everlasting
hatred but are creating a true and real
brotherhood between white and blacks so
that we may be regarded as people and as
human beings who can do each and every
thing (45) . '

Thus, from these interpretatiéns by these two(
schools it 1is cleaf that there is a wide difference
of opinions regarding the character of Mau Mau. As
we have alrepady defined the nationalist movemeqt and
the question of national self-determination, while
going through the various colonial conditions in the
following chaéters, we would like to see whether the

movement was a nationalist one or not.

44  Ibidem. |
45 Roseberg and Nottingham, n.18, p. 299.




CHAPTER -~ I1

CAUSES AND FAILURES OF DIFFERENT PROTEST 1
MOVIMENTS AND PARTIES —




British colonialism became reSpdnsible for the
plunder of Kenya. Gradually with the advancement of
coionialism, the socio-political and economic 1ife of
the Kenyans was affected severely. At the early stage
of colonialism, there were scattered protests by the
Kenyans againsf the occupation of'their land, but they
had little impact on the growth of colonialism in Kenya.
La?ér due to more colonial oppression and growing
nationalism among the Kenyans, there arose several protest
movemen ts againstvthe'British. Class system which
was a product of colonialism in Kenya, played a crucial i

role in the emergence of various protest movements.

These movements can be divided under the following

- headss

1) Labour movements.

2) Religio-Political Protest Movements.

Labour Movements:

Labour movement, an organised effort on the part of
)

the wage earners, was intended to fight for their social

1

and economic betterment. In a short span of 40-50 years

of colonial conditions, the labour movements had got

1 Vijay Gupta, Kenyaz Politics of (In)Dependence
(New Delhi: Peoples' Publishing House, 19871)p.50.
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maturity% in simpler term, we may say, under the
colonial set up capitalism finds suitable conditions

to spread its wings, which’ 'is responsible for the
exploitation of the workers. BéfOre colonialism there
was no working class in the Kenyan society. At that
time house-hold was the unit of'production and théfe
were no wage earners. In the earlier Chapter, it has
been mentioned how the most fertile lands were grabbed
by the Europeéans. The introduction of settler economy
and the coercive administrative measures to extract the
African labour justify ﬁhe fact that the Kenyan working
class was created not through the natural process but
through artificial measures, As the Kenyans were
deprived of their land, their means of production

had to meet the taxation policy of the colonial masters and

they were forced to take up wage: labour,.

Under the colonial oppression, the African workers
protest was very weak. At that time the best that he
could do was to desert the master as a markmof protest,
only to be caught later to be jailed or fined or forced

to provide'labour. Gradually with the growth of capitalist

2 Ibidem.
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society, the Kenyan workers became more organised and

protested unitedly against the colonial suppression.

-

Labour Movement in Colonial Kenya

Ever since its origin,_the labour hoVement in Kenya
had been anti-colonial in character.3 vwhehvthere were
no political parties in Kenya, the labour organisations
or trade dnions represented the masses in‘the struggle
against colonialism. During the struggle, thg Kenyan
Trade Union mbvament was largely influenced by the
Asian Trade Unioﬁ leaders, such as Makhan Singh Qho made
the movement more progressive. The history of KenYan
labour movement was the history of labour in all sectors
of economy. It accommodated all the workers in factories,
plantations, transport, domestic and sSmall establishmﬂntS.
When the colonial exploitation was at its height (in
the 1920s) the Kenyan workers demonstrated their strength
for the first time. In the year 1921, the first politico
trade union organisation called East African Association
(EAA) was forthad undar the lueadership of Harry Thuku
who was a telephone operator by profession. Although
Young Kikuyu Association was thEie before EAA, the

formation of EAA intended to organise the workers under

3 Gupta, n.1, p. 56.
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a single banner, for which tribal name has be dropped.
The East African Association was formed to fight for

more wages for the workers and reduction of Hut and

Poli Tax.

The formation of East African Association united
the African workers and awakened them about their rights
and colonial exploitation. More and more workers joined
the organisation and showed their solidarity by joining
the strike in 1921 which was the first ever organised
strike in Kenya. The British Government, as expected,
used its coercive machinery to crush the organisation.
Harry Thuku and other leaders were arrested and deported.
More than two hundred fifty workers laid down their
lives.4' Thus the first organised attempt on the part
of the Kenyan workers to restore their dignity was
violently crushed but the fighting spirit among the
workers remained. The fomation of Young Kikuyu to
East African Association under Harry Thuku marked the
_ beginning of organised struggle in the cologial history

of Kenvae.

In the year 1925, the Kikuyu Central Association

4 Makhan Singh, History of Kenva's Trade Union :
Movement to 1952 (Nairobis East African Publishing
House, 1909), ppe 10-ai.
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(KCA) was fonned to represent the case of the working
¢lags in Kenya. The formation of KCA saw the contihuity
of Kenyan nationalism in»the wake of coloﬁial suppression.
In the'words of Makhan Singh: "In the place of EAA, the
formation of KCA was simply a 'tactié"so that political
activity in the interests of all Africans cé;ld be
continued and conducted openly".s On this basis the KCa
began to mobilize the people on the burning problems of
land, labour &and other questions of national interest

such as education,.forced labour, Qages and African
representation on the Legislative Council, which were

the policies of East Africa Associatio_n".6 In the absence
- of banned labour organisations, the KCa filled the

vaccum, whose strategy was constitutional. For the

next sixteen years, the KCA was actively invoived in

the national politics. In 1928, i£ began a mouthéiece
group called 'Mwiguithania' or the ‘*unifier' and helped

to establish sister .organisations, Such as Kavirondo

Tax payers Weifare Association, Ukamba Members Association
and Téita Hills Association to unify the workers and

; . . , 7 ;
channalize thelr grievances. Thus the KCA succecded

5 Ibid., p. 25.
Ibig.
7 Dan Nabudere, Imperialism in East Africa,

(London: Zed Press, 1981), pp. 75=-76.
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in giving a nationalist outlock to the movement.

By the year 1930, Kenya had a large African working
class. The same year also Saw the new era in the workers
movement in Kenya. In 1934, under the dynamic leadership
of Makhan Singh, the Labour Trade Union of East Africa
(LTUEA) was formed whose most sighificant aim was to
unite the Afridan and Asian workers in the struggle.8
Though it was a difficult task on the part of Makhan
Singh, since the Asians were regarded as the collaborators
in the eyes of Africans, he succeeded. In April 1937,
the Indian building workers went on a strike demanding
more wages and better living conditions. It is important
to mention here that the African wofkers also supported

thé strike and demonstrated hand in hand with the Indian

workers.

AS mentioned earlier, during those crucial days,
the KCA played the vital role in keepihg the fire of
Kenyan nationalism burning despite the onsléught of the
government on the organisations. The KCA which was

active among the workers, decided to form a common platform

8 Singh, n.4, pp. 40-46.
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with the cooperation of Makhan Singh and others. In
1939, the KCA came up openly to express its solidarity
with LTUEA. That same year Jesse Kariuki and George

Ndegwa 6f KCA were elected as the members?

The joint platform of KCA and LTUEA gave a boost
to the trade union movement in Kenya which resﬁlted in
the most successful Mombasa sﬁrike of 1939. The strike
which was started by municipality workersygained the
support of other workers in different sectors. Ultimately,
the government had to concede majority of demands of the
workers. But this time also.the workers had to pay a
heavy price. The coercive apparatus of the govemment,
as usual, was used to suppress tﬁe moveménﬁ. Leaders
like Makhan Singh, Jessee Kariuki and George Ndegwa were-
arraested and kept in jail for the entire periocd of the
Second World War3o But the Mombasa strike of 1939 taught
the African workers about the utility of fighting
colonialism under ohe banner. The strike helped them a

1ot in the course of their struggle in future.

Labour Movements upto Mau Mau {Post War Period)

The trade union movement in Kenya grew faster after

9 Ibido, po 780

10 Ibldo, po10_10
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the Second WOrld War due to the growth of industries

and new fields of employment vwhich resulted in the
increase in number of wage earners. Since the colonial
exploitation contiﬁued, the workers' struggle became
more vigorous. Besides, the Colonial Develcopment Act of
1940 legalised the facilities for the trade unions. The
post War period witnessed another important event, the
formation of World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU),

which gave support to the anti-colonial movements in

different countries.

In Kenyé, the government tried to make the movenient
non-militant by adopting different policies. Besides
the threat of banning the unions, arreéting the leaders,
it tried to control the trade unions by adopting certain

measuresSe.

1) It tried to recognise some of the trade unions

anticipation that theay would dance to its tunes.

2) It appointed labour advisers and tried to create

dissent among the rank of leadership.

But the government's attempt was frustrated when,

in 1947, more than 15,000 African workers defied the ban
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on strike and abstained from work. Aﬁ that time, the
strike was totally supported by Kényan african Union,
which emerged after the ban of KCA. Chege Kibachia,
the new trade union leader formed African Workers'
Federation‘and united the workers under a single banner.
The government became afraid of growing militancy among
the workers. In 1948, Makhan Singh, then the Secretary
of Labour Trade Union of East Africa, was arrested for
organising a labour conference which was attended by

delegates from sixteaen trade unions.

Although Makhan Singh was arrested and his permanent
resident certificate was'confiscated after his release
due to pressure on the government, after his reiease he
became the force behind the formation,'on 1 May 1949, of
East Africa Trade Union (EATU) Congress which accommodated
the militant wing of KAU leadership. Bildad Kaggia
and Fred Kubal who di ffered with Kenyatta on the course
of struggle joined hand with Makhan Singh.j1 The EATU
aimed at eliminating the economic¢, social and political
deprivation of the working class. It intended to watch

and safeguard the rights and privile ges of the workers.

11 Bildad Kaggla, Roots of Freedom, 1921-63(Nairobi:s
East African Publishing House, 1975), pp.66-7.
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It fought for the freedom of speech, aSSOCiation,
assembly, movement, right to strike, proper working
conditions, representation in the legislative council.12
But as usual the government reacted strongly by arresting
the leaders. and cémpaigning against the movement through
media. In the year 1950, all organisations were banned

and the leaders were put behind the bars.

The trade union movement played a greater role in the
Mau Mau Movement. The Land Freedom Army's General China
while commending the contribution of trade unions wrote,
"At that time the trade unions had the mosé militant
leaders and were the most aétive groups working for
13

independence in the city". Wwhile the Mau Mau fighters

were fighting the government in the countryside, the
trade union leaders campaigned in the city. The KAU's
militant wing, which later formed Land Freedom Army'to
fight colonialism drew inspiration from trade union
movements. "Though the‘trade union movement in Kenva got
serious setbacks owing to suppression by dgovernment,

it succeeded in crossing the path of thornms

12 Gupta, n.2, p. 66.

13 Warahiu Itote, Mau Mau Seneral (Nairobi: East
. African Publishing House, 1967), pp. 38-39.
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and was never a fallure though for sometime it had
to remain subdued. It came up again and again to
fight for the workers and finally strengtheried the

Mau Mau Movement through its valid contribution.

Religio-PolitiQal Protest Movements

Wiél the coming of colonialism, the destruction of
African society, culture aﬁd religion began. Though
whité settlefs, church, mission, schools appointed
chiefs, tax collectors and police, the British tried
to dominate and influence every aspect of African 1life,
While the white settlers grabbed the land of Africans,
the Church Christianity was imposed on the masses. The
mission schools aim was to produce servants for the
colonial power. According to ¢ginga Cdinga, "The purpose
of education was not to train for independence but
subservience“a14 While the Chiefs acﬁwd as the contractors
for the British to facllitate forced labour, the tax
collectors and the police were the part of colonial system.
50 colonialigm in Kenya destroyed the culture, religion

and society of the Atricans.

14 Uginga Odinga, ot Yet Uhuru (Londong Heinemann
1968) rs po 63.‘,
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The African ideas of religion which was a way of
life suffered a lot due to.the imposition of Christianity.
While the strict christian code of conduct was impossible
on the part of Africans to accept, the religious belief
and conduct of Africans were looked down upon by the
missionaries. Though the Christianity preached equality,
the African priest vas regarded inferior. 8o when these"
developménts occurred, the Africans felt that their own
culturai heritage was in'danger.

The’study of religious ﬁrotest movement will nelp
in putting the history of the Kenyan independence in
correct perSpective.15 These movements were the result
of racial hatred and economic exploitation by the

colonial masters. The racial arrogance and cultural

superiority always guided them to hate non-whites.

In Kenya there was politial undercurrents in all
religious movements. When the tribal norms were shaken
by the colonial regime, these movements not only protested

against exploitation and ethnic discrimination, they

15 Gapta, nsl, pe. 89.
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aléo played a vital role in awakening the national self-
awareness. Another important feature of protest movements
in Kenya was that they were all mass based. Primarily

the peasantry and in the later stage. the workers, playved
fhe crucial roles But in the politico-religious protest
movements, the Kenyan peasantry played the crucial role.
With this brief understanding let us study some of the

major politico-religious protest movements,

Watu-Wa-Roho or Dini-Ya-Roho (Man of the Spirit)

This moVement which started around 1916 is considered
to be the oldest politico-relijious protest movement.16
It was anti-colonial and anti-Buropean in character. It
was started by ex-communicated members of pentecoastal
mission Alfago; it spread throughout South Nyanza around
the year 1927 thanks to Jakobi Baluku and Daniel Sande.
There was Strict organisational discipline among the
members. Besides prohibition of tobacco and alcohol,
the members were sllowed to keep two wiveé each. White
lohg coat, white turban and‘sporting beard was the uniform
of tha manbors, ho caeiilcl 0 Flag toay The actdons of
the members were ruled entirely by religious ecstacy

and contact with the Roho through dreams. Discobeyance of
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of govermment's laws and discarding of Burcpean clothes
waere practised by the members of the movement; In the
yvear 1935, the movanent gathered strength and its members‘
fought with the govermment troops in which their leader
was killed. In 1940, Lucas Nuhu who became the leader,
spread the-moVement to North and Central Nyanza. Besides,
the gembers of this movement had close contact with the

members of "Wati-Wa-Mungu® movement,

Watu-~Wa-Mungu (People of God)

In thé year 1920, Watu-Wa-Mungu movement was
started by some ex-communicated Kikuyu Christian scholars.
They claimed to have discovered a new deity and opposed
church's interference in the custom of Africans. The
members of.this movement lived in a very close circle
and had little contact with the people outside the

movement. They wore white coloured coat and turban and

P

their personalblife was dictated by the Holy.SPirit. The
movement which considered the presencé of Europeans as

a threat to their culturé and;religion; was aimed at
ending the white man's world. In 1933, the movement
started taking the violent turn. The members boycotted
European clothes and goods, defied laws and started
arming themselves with bows and arrows. The government

tried to impose restrictions on the movement because of
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which the members had to fight. In 1934, while fighting
with the government forces its three main leaders were
killed. This Qas a severe setback to the movement whose -
activities decreased after that. But in the year 1947,

the members of the movement contributed to the cause of

Mau Mau Movement.17

Ndi-Ya-Jesu Christo (The Men of Chrigt)

Reuben Kikiko, an ex-member of the Salvation army,
started this movement in the yvear 1936. This movement
was most militantly anti-Euroﬁean in charactere. The
followers called themselves the 'Men of Christ! aﬁd
considered all Europeans as friends of the Devil. The
movement aimed at reatoring the customary life of the
africans and the right to work on their own land. The
ftembers boycotted every article of Europeanlorigin and
disaouragedioﬂwers from seeking employment with the
Europeans. It was said that Kikiko had direct contact
with God. He believeéd that the Kingdom of Heaven was
near, where the Africans would rule by ending the empire

of the British. Finally in 1947, Reuben Kikiko was

17  De.H. Rawcliff, The Struggle for Kenyg
(London: Gollancz, 1954), pp«30-35.
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arrested on the charge of murder and the government

succeeaeded in crushing the movanent.18

Dini-Ya-Masanbwa (Church of the Africans)
Dini-Ya-Masambwa (DYM) Movement was started by
Eli jah Moéindé around the year 1935.19 Mosindé who. was
earlier in Friends African Mission was expelled for
faking second wife., The DYM movement'played-the most
important role in Kenyan freedom struggle. Cgrfield
has described it as a "politico-religious Sect" which
was fiercely anti-colonial in character.20 The members
of the movement resolved not to eat Buropean food, take
medicine or even use crockery. They vowed to destroy
Buropean Churches, schools, hospitals and government
'properﬁy. ‘All Europeans were regarded by them as Kiminani
or the enemiés of the Africans and all those Africans who
helped the Buropeans were called Banuli or the messengers

of Europeanss

For ten Yeafs the DYM worked among the people urging

18  Egne Leigh, 1p the Shadow of the May Mau
(Londong Gollancz, 1954), pe 28,

19  Ibid.,pp. 22-32,

20 F.D. Corfield, Historical Survey of the Origin
and Growth of Mau Mau (Londons Her Majesty's
Stationery Office, Comnd 1030, 1960), p. 215.
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them to revive their faith in the African customs. In
1944 the DYM strongly opposed the government decision
to recruit Africans for War. This led to the conflict
between Eligah and government chiefs. The gove;nment
reacted by arresting Elijah and putting him in a mental
asylum._ But in 1947, due to the intervention of Labour

government Elijah was released.

Afiter his release, Elijah went on campaigning
againsﬁ'Europeén Church and British policies, Again
in 1948, when Elijah was aadresSing a crowd, the police
opened fire killirng many persons. Elijah was arrested

and deported. The DYM was banned.

Even in the absence of E,ijah, the followers of
the movement continued their struggle. In 1950 Lukas Pkiech,
an associate of Elijah reorganised the movement. Under
his leadership the 8uka tribesmen occupiéd the land and
fought with the government. The government retaliated
Ty aruanting ahid W11 T4y the qiombors af the movement,
uring the banned pqridd, the DYM changed its name to
DiniwYaeYomu(DYY) and by 1952 it spread rapidly all
over the wéstern province, among the Kalenjin of the

Rift valley and among the Suka of Baringo.

Dini~ Ya-Kaggia(Religion of Kaggia)

Dini~-Ya-Kaggia, started by Bildad Kaggia, a former

army man, in the year1946, aimed at preaching the
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"broader view of rc-a.’l.igion".z1 During his days with

the amy he wa8 deeply shattered to see the discri-

mination and inequality between the Buropeans and

Africans. He was convinced that foreign religions was

the greatest bondage: on the Africans. So he decided

to liberate the Africans from the teacﬁings of foreign

religion. The aim of the movement was -

to establish an African Church free from European

to sanctify the church from European domination

which had been offered to Afrians as part of

to restore tha Africén customs and culture. To

this end it proposed that s

a) all new convetrts had to be baptized or

rebatized in their mother names, erasing all

b) matrimonial ceremony had to be done according

o : 22
to Afrioan customss

1)

-domination;
2)

religious teachings;
3)

foreign names.

21 Kaggia, n.21, pp, 69-87.
22
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Kaggia strongly believed that liberation of .
mind paved the way for liberation from the colonial
yoke and Africans were no way inferior to the EurOpeans.2
To put an end to the hypocrisy in the name of religion,
Kaggia threw his weight behind moveméent. The movement
spread like wildfire in the vholé of central province,
Ukambani and Nyanza as a result of which mahy people
were converted and the Europeﬁn Churches had to be
24

closed.’ At the inatance of Eurcopean Church leaders,

the government retaliated. While organising a meeting

in the year jg46, Kaggia and his followers were arrested.
éut the arrest of Kaggla prompted many people to join
the-movement@ The Church leaders conspired with the
government to ban the movement because of the threat

to the colonial govermnment., The movement was responsible
for the change of Africans from the "humble European-
fearing people“ to courageous Africans who attacked the
mighty British government.25 It may be mentioned

here that during May Mau Movement many of Kaggia's

followers actively participated.

23 Leigh,-‘nu 18,,. po 100 «
24 0dinga, n. 14, p. 73.

25 Kaggia, n. 31, p« 76.
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Utsi.

Utsi, a religious cum political organisation formed
by the Digos in thHe Shimba region, was opposed to goverh-
ment~appointed head men who interfered with their agric.
ultural practices, recruited labour and tried t6 undo
the traditional administrative Organisation%S By character,
it was more a political ofganisation than religious.,
During 1920s, Nejambi which was the original administrati&e
body of Digb tribe became difuncticonal due to large
migration of people, was replaced by Utsi_.27 Upto 1952.53,
the Digos fought for their betterment, but ultimately,
during the enefgency period, it was banned by the government

alongwith other politico-religious organisations,.

Though time and again, many protest movements FQ@ﬁ
due to the.threat to African culture and society, they
were suppressed by the coercive machinery éf the governmerit.
But in true sense of thé term they.succéeded in arising
the self-awareness among the Africans. They were not
only religious but also political. According to Odinga
"there was no permitted outlet for apopular protest
agalnst White rule, so protest emerged deviously, in many

forms like in Church, in social organizations.“28

2() leta, Tie 14 Pe 1020
27 Ibid-’, Pe 103,

28 Odinga', Ne 14‘, Pe 75
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Epergenge of Political Parties

From th.g study above, it is qui.te clear that
colonialism in Kenya had an adverse effect on- the socio-
religious-cultural and political life of Kenyan maéses.
‘Though di fferent anti-colonial movemen£s were ruthlessly
suppressed by the govemment, the voices of millions
of Kenyan masses could hot be drowned by it. The tribes,
which suffered momt‘weré the Kikuyu, Luhya, Luo, Taita,
Kamba, Giryama, Nandi‘and Kipsigis. They built dultural,
political and.econmmic institutions to challenge the
colonialiSm; Among thewKikuyus and the Luos yeia the
most affected tribe; so they always took thevieadership

and formed political associations.

The first political association to be formed was
Yoﬁng Kikuyu ASsociation in 1921 . by Harry Thuku. The
main objectives behind the formation of this,Assoéiation-
was to give 'representation to the government in mattérs
of workers' wages, intfoduction of Kipande and the land
issue. Harry Thukﬁ got the support from ofher leaders
like Jesse Xariuki, Jonathan Okwiri, Oginga Odinga and
others., Criticising the government policies, Thuku

declarads

When we went to do porter war work (as porters
in the carrier aorps) we were told by His BExcellency,
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the Governor that we should be rewarded. But
is our reward to have our tax raised and to
have registration papers given to us and for
our ownership of our land to be called in
question; to be told today that we are to
receive little deeds and tommorrow for it to
appear that we are not to receive them 2 (29)

Saon Young Kiku;u Association (YKA) drew mopeaan& more
Kenyans for the struggle. The people cbntribuﬁed
genereusly to the fund of the Association and expressed
their solidarity by attenting the_meetings in 1afge
numbers. Thuku's uncompromising attack bn the settlers

and government policiés encouraged other tribés Suchv

as Luo and Kamba to exténd their support to YKA. Later:

it was realized by Harry Ehukﬁ ahd others that in order

to succeed, Africans not only in Kenya, but in East

Africa asva vhole, must unite under ohe banner. S$o

they decided to rename the YKA, the East African Association.
This was a significant step whieh threatened the goyErhment
and the settlers' interests as well. The éettlmrs attacked
through their newspaper 'The Leader® on East African
Association and urged the dgovernment to take strong

action.30 The government tock the drastic step by

29 Singh; n. 4, ps 11.
30 Ibid,, p. 12,
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banning the Association and arresting the leaders

" -like Harry Thuku and others and deported them.

| It is imporﬁant to mention the role of ariothep
association : Young Kavifondo Asdsociation formed by
the‘Luos and Luhyas in the year 1921. This association
drew inspiration from Young Kikuyu Association and the

laadership was the sames, It -gave a ten»point charter of

demands to the District Commissioner. It demanded:

1. an organisation and a president in the country;
2, decrease in the Ppll tax; '
3. non-exploitation of African labour)
4. hot to take their cattle;
5 abolition of forced labour;
6. power té the chlefs; . ’
7. salaries to the chiefs;
8. bettér education;
9. non-exploitation of the child labour and
104 abolitibn of harsh punishment?1

The formation of Young Kavirondo Association showed the

‘Africans' aspiration to manage their own affairs. Though

31 0dinga, n. 14, ps 27.
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both the associations were banned due to government's
pressure, the most important contribution 6f these
asSociations was that they succeeded in laying the

foundation of freaedom moveﬁent. When peasants, workers
sought the right means to end their agony, these associations
gave them the ultimate choica. They were suppressed for

the time beilhg, but only to re-emerge as Kikuyu Central

Association and Kavirondo Tampayer's Welfare Association

respectively.

In the year 1925, the Kikuyu Central Association
(Kaa) was formed under the leadership of Jesse Kariuki
and Joseph Kangethe: The formation of KCA was permitted
by the govérnment because of the visit of a‘Pariiameﬁtary
Commission led by Ormsby-Gore. Earlier, thé-EastAAfrican
Association whose very name threatened the colonialisté
was banned when it ﬁurned itself into a natiohalist
movement. Perhaps, that was the reason why the Association
re-emerged as Kikuyu Central Assbciation. It was a move
on the paft of the government to force the leadership to
name it as a tribal association. But the colonalist
move to take the steam out of the nationalist movement
did not succeed in damping the spirit of nationalism.
Though KCA had a tribal name but it opened its rank to

all tribes. By its nature, it was "anti-govermment and
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anti-Europeeln'x.3'2 Very soon the KCA became very active
in mobilizing the pecople on the problems of land, labour,
education, forced labour, wages and the African represen-
tation in the legislative council which were the issues
pursued by East africa Association. The KCA took a fimm
stand on these issues, started bringing more and mbre
'people to its fold. In a letter Jommo Keny8ttqgasvthe
General Secretdary of KCA wrote the aims and objectives

of KCA. The letter was published in Manchester Guardian

on March 18, 1930, The KCaA's éims were briefly summarised

as s

T to obtain a legal right, recognised by the
local government for the tenure of lands held
by the tribes before the advent of the foreigner

and to prevent further encroachment;

2. tc obtain educational facilities of a practical
nature, to be financed from the portion of the

taxes paid by Africans to the government;
3. to obtain the aboplition of hut tax on women;

4. to obtain the representation of native interests

on the Ledislative Council by native representatives

elected by the natives;

32 Corfield; n.20, p. 40



5 to be pemitted to retain the tribal custom3u33

The KCA was not the only political organisation,
there were others too, whose support was séught byvthe
KCA, The Ukambas who were againsﬁ the policieé of
government had their own association called-Ukamba Membegs
Associatioﬁ-(UMA). ‘In 1939 UMA associated itself with
KCA and adopted 1ts programme and policies on land, labour

and other national question..

The Teita péople,-who lost théir land duriﬁg the
First World War, were forced to live in small feserVes.
For the struggle to get back their land, they had %ormed
one associétion called Teita Hills Association (THA) .

It was KCA's land policy which attracted THA to join

hands for a common ahd organised struggle,

The North Kavirondo Central Association (NKCA)
which replaced Kavirondo Taxpayer's Welfare Association

also joined KCA for a united struggle.

The secret behind KCA's success as the only

33 . Jommo Kenyatta, Suffering Without Bitterness
(Nairobi: East African Publishing House, 1968),
p. 35
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political organisation to be actively involved in
national politics for sixteen years, despite its tribal
name, was that it succeeded in bringing the other
organisations to its fold for a national struggle,

. The aAssociations of UMA, THA and NKCA and KCA gave

a broader platform to the people of Kenva to expfe85
their grievances. . Finally., it may be hentioned that
in the trade union activities also the KCA took an
active part. By 1939, the~KCA had assumed a national

charascter covering people from all walks of life.

Though KCA laeadership was centralised and well
disciplined, bgcause of which ;t developed onto a national
struggle with relative political radicali sm, it suffered
from the absence of experienced leaders. The ideological
commitment of the leadership was anti-colonial andanti-
Eufopean in nature, but it was vague in the sense that
it had no clear programme for strengthening the struggle.
The greaﬁest“flaw on their part waé that they never
talked of independence or self-government. The KCA's
mouthpiece‘Mwiguithania’or the 'Unifier'; which was
edited by Jommo Kenyatta, instéad of arousing people
against coloriiali sm, taughﬁ them to be proud Kikuyus or
Africans. Perhaps due to these policies KCA failed to

achieve independence for Kenya. Nevertheless, it had
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credted a path towards independence, which was achieved

much later.

Finally; ih 1940; the ¥°A was banned as “Communi st
Subversive®. Along wlth KCA, the UMA, THA and NKCA were
also banned. The KCA's mouthpiece ‘Mw’igu‘ithania‘34 was
closad and KCA leadars were arrested, Though after the
ban, the KCA wasg run by five men committee, it failed to
gain 1ts position %n the naticnal arena. Later its
leadership was captured by militants and staunch anti-
Europeans who were against constitutional mé%hods and
advocated the cause of armed rebellion.S> Finally, in
the vear 1944, it merged with Kenyan African Union (KaU)

under the leadership of Jommo Kenyatta.

The formation of KAU-as a political union was
characterized by increasing mass-resistance and expreSSion'
against British colonialism. The KCA leadership who

had petty-bourgeois background, took the mantle of
‘leadership of KAU after their release in 1944. As far
as bobitical system was outlined its horizon was consti-

tutionalist, reformist at best and parliamentary. Thoudgh

34 Malna-wa-Kinayitti, 'Mau Mau 3 The Peak of African
Political Organisation in Colonial Kenya,
Philosophy and Social Action (New Delhi), vol.9,
no.1, Jan-Feb.March 1983, p. 12.

35 (‘)dingd, 1'1014’;' pd 111.
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it asked for self-rule,its path to attain the doal was
constitutionalist. In other words, it favoured negdtiations

to revolutionary viclence. To sumup, the KAU was formed

to unite the people of Kenva; to prepare the

way for introduction of democrady in Kenvya; to
defend and promote the intersts of the African
people by organizing, educating and leading them
in the struggle for better working conditions,
housing ete; to fight for equal rights for all
Zfricans; to break down all racial barriers;

to strive for the extension to all african
adults the right to vote and be electeds..

to publish a political newspaper periodicaily;
to fight for freedom of assembly, press, movement,
and to raise and administer the funds necessary
to effect these objects (Constituticn). (36)

On this basis, the Kenya African Union became the
new spokesman for the people of Kenya because it came

into existence at a tilme when there were acute economic

problems in Kenva.

The KAU got more support from the workers from all
areas and it spread to 28 districts of Kenya, thus
proving itself as a mdss based organisstion. In order
to pursue the African demands, the KAU lauhched a non-

cooperation movement against the government, thus

36 K.Njama & D.C. Barnett., Mau Mau from Within
(New Yorks Monthly Review Press, 1966), p. 39.
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boycotting the use of European goods while demanding the
African representation in the local and legislative COuncil,

It also challenged the legality of minority rule over the

majority Africans.

At that time, the trade unionrmoVement was at its
peak all over Kenya. January 1947 witnessed the greatest
ever organised strike in the histofy of Keriya's liberation
movement. Workérs from all sections~railways, dock,
muncipal, transport and press asked for more wades and
better living conditions. Altﬁough the twelve day old
strike was suppressed by the government, it gave a new
bodSt to the workers' morale. Under the leadership of
Chege Kibachia, African Workers Federation was set up
to unite the worksmrs for their fight: But the government

promptly arra$£ad Kibdchia and detained him.

buring that period, the KAU had its problems in its
ranks and files. Its leadership was divided into two
groupst the militants and non-militants. On the question
of politieml and economic demands there was unanimity
.among the KAU leaders, but on methods there was sharp
division, While hoderatas or non-militant leaders like

Jommo Kenyatta and others believed in constitutional
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meansf like demonstration, dharanas and petitions to

dchieve their demands, the militant group led-by Dedan
Kimathi and Stanley Mathenge believed that words will
have no impact on the colonial masters; the only way to
achieve goal is the path of armed struggle. Besides,

as mentioned earlier, the militants drew their inspiration

from the trade union movement, which was led by most

progressive and militant leadership like Makhan Singh.

As a result, the moderate wing of the leadeféhip
of KAU lost control over the Union for not asking immediate
independence. and not chbosing the.paﬂl of violence,
which was demanded by the militants who were majority in
numbers.38 The militants urged all Africans to join
the armed struggle against the govermment. Oath taking
ceremony concerned with land and political objedtives
took place on a large scale during 1947 to 1950.. The
oath takihg activities were initiated by KAU which was
under the control of militants and later came to be khown

"as Mau Mau activities. In August 1950, the Mau Mau was

37 DeW. Throup, 'The Origins of Mau Mau', African
affairs (London), 'w1.84, no.336, July 85, p.d31.

38 Odinga, n.14, pps 110~ 11.



declared by dovernment to be an illegal society and

took steps to fight against it.

. The increasinyg popularity of KAU wrought havoc
amorig the Eurcopean settlers, who pressurised the govern--
v mentkto ban sz and other African ordanisations. In
1952, inrNairobi, the government banned all political
meetings and put several restrictions on the political
organisations. But by that time, the situation had
gone out of control because the African protest had
alf&dy touched its nadir to break the colonilal shackles.
On 21st October, 1952, the government made an attack
on the African polltical movement by declaring the state
of emergency to maintain law and order. It arrested
the whole of KAU leadershlp including Kenyatta and charged
them of being the leaders of Mau Mau. Militants like
Dedan Kimathi, Stanley Mathenge fled to forast to

organise and coritinue the armed struggle.

Thus a new dawn came on the history of Kegnyvan freedom
strugglie. The road was ali set for Mau Mau, which

was a necessity. It ultimately became a realitye.




CHAPTER . I1I

ORIGIN AND CAUSES OF MAU MAU MOVEMENT



EStablishing colonial rule in Kenya and attempting
to turn the country into a white-settlement area had a
profound effect on the local African population. Not
only did the alienation of African lands disinherit
and dislocate many Africans, bqt the #ubsequent development
of settler plantations and mixed farms created a demand

for a large number of wage labourerss| In the previous

chapters, wé have already discussed hHow the colonial
masters took political and economic measures to create

the required labour Bupply.

One of the major reasons behind the origin of Mau
Mau Movement i8 the squatter problem. Inh this chapter,
we will discuss the squatter problem and the conflict
between settlers and squatters, which led to Mau Mau.
The larger sectiornt of the chapter will deal with
the squatter problem. It had been discussed earlier that
after the land alienation, the Africans were forced to
live in Reserves. When the Reserves becams overcrowded,
the British encouridged the squatter system. The squatter
means as stated earlier an African labourer who pakes up
residence on a settler's fdarm to provide him labaur. In
return, he is allowed to an area to grow his own food and

graze his cattle. Besides various reasons, which have

1 For details see, Mwanji-wa-Githumo, Lgng_gng
Nationalism; The Impact of Land Appropriation
and Land Grievances upon the Rise and Development
of Nationglist Movements in Keriva, 1885%1939
(Washington D.C 3 University Press of America, 1981).
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been already mentioned,.the squatter problem is considered
as the root cause of Mau Mau Movement. Under coloniai
rule, besides Néndi, Masal, Wakamba, Enbu, Meru, the |
Klkuyus and the Luos suffered the most. That is the
reasoh why most pﬁ tha Kikuyus and Luos led tHe 11bqratioh.
movemérits against the Britishbv It is important to mention
here that the Kikuyu squatter ﬁabonrﬁrs GompriSed the
majority of resident labourers on sattler plantations and
estates in the Rift Valley Province of the white Highlands
in Kenyas The &tory of the squatters in white Highlands
is egpentially a story of conflicts and contradictions
bﬁtﬁean twWo égrgrian system$, i.es» the settler plantation
économy and the squatter peasant option. The episode,
which was one of major reasons of Mau Mau Mov;ﬁent,was a

product of colonial rule.

When Kenya was declared a protectordte by the Briti$b,
Kikuyu settlement stretched nothwards of Nairobi to the
slopes of Mount Kehya,g The European sett]l sment of the
white Highlands bagan in the Southern district of Kikuyu
country. The land alienation started rapidly £rom ‘the

year 1903. The Europeans paid the Kikuyu owWwners a meagre

2 CsC. Wigley, "Kenyas Patterns of Economic Life:
1902-1945" in V, Harlow-and others , . o )
~ #d., History of East Africg (0 x