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In his Presidential address to the first
convention of the Progressive Writers® Assoclation,
Premchand had enphasised the gocisl purpose of
ilterary creatiaﬁg He had then pointed out tba
writer's quest through his writings, to "end the
oppressive social conditions sc that the world
become a better piu&a-tovliat“. In doing so, he
was not simply underlining the "purpose® bHut he was
also highlighting the relationship between the
"intensity ét‘exparinnca“ and "the force and sincerity”
of creative anﬁuavaar@

Premchand had the "insight to see the xdtptity
between the demands of society and the demands of
zltgzatags* and precisely becauses “he could perceive
this identity", he succeeded in cresting works that

1. See "Sahitys Ka Udeshay®, Presidentisl addrass
&t the first convention of the Progressive

 Writera' Association, in A .

Hans pﬂﬁk“h&nc Allahabasd, 1967, mh9-r »

2. Ibid, p.il.

3. Ipa,
4. Sudhir Chandra, "Premchand and Indian ﬂatiaﬂaiism'
Mofern Agian Studies, 16, €(1982), p.601.




*conbined social purpose and artistic ur:enenga“;
Premehand, hovever, chose to view these ﬂmda
£rom the angle of the "oppressed, persecuted snd
ﬁtprivgﬂ;*’. He was “comnittad to the waaraoq‘?
be they women, workers or peasants,

This atudy is a modest attempt to understand
#xmchanﬂ’a perception of social reality and how
it came to be depicted in his literary works ana
thus *tri-as. to exploze the relationship bestween
creativity and social experience, Within the
1imited scope of this dissortation, the problems
relating to peasants and women have been taken up
for consideration to demonstrate "how the tiue
esgencs of reality® is depicted by Premchand,

The term fthe troe essonce of reality" may
be clarified at this point, True assence of reality

5. ZIbid.

6‘ "5&“&7& RKa 3&&&?&&?", gg,cgg.. p»iﬁ;

7. Sudhir Chandrs, "Premchand : A Historio-
gﬂﬁhiﬁ ViW“Q EtF‘QWQ“ ‘VOI;XVI, H‘Qg 15’
April 11, 1981, p.665,



is not thé photographie natumuga. but an exploe-
ration of the "assential forces hidden behind the
appaaraaégs‘. ov’ in the words of Brecht, & pone.
tration to the causal nexus in the societd, It is
& dramatisation of s gmc“- Premchand presents
reslity in the form of historically significant
social and ideological frendf, Tnese trends sre

8. “phntuq:uphic realism or naturalism® says
John Somerville *in the reslm of art is anaw-
logous to what formal logic is in the yealm
of sclence, or mechaniatic materialiem £s in
the f£ield of Philosophy. 1t falls to see &
things wvhat they are being transformed into,
It eransfizes reality, and 4n so doing,
devitalizes and killis it. It accumulates
minute details, ut discerns no patterns,
sses no forest, only treesy no whole, only
fraguentary parts. It is biindiy enpirical,
Eruitleusly static®, (Quoted by Howard TFast,

1ity, PPH, Bombay, 1953,

_Po:

9. Gcb:qa Lukacs "Appearance And Essence™ in
Gaymm C.M m and Ursula Beitzx (ed),
X < . Rew York, 3.973( D8

10, S¢a Wermer M&ttnazwax *The Brecht-Lukacs
debate® in Gaylord C.lLe Roy and Ursule Beitz,

opscites DPPe199-229,

11. Seec Raymond Willisms, %Litersture and Socioe-
logy™, New lafe Review, 67, May-June 1971,
pP.14, Premchan olf states that s writer
writes a story but keeping the reality in view,
*he makes & statu¥e, but it is full of move
mﬁgﬁ:.; See "Sehitya Ka Udeyshay®, op.cit.,
Psd%e

12, According to Pranchand the duty ¢f a crestive
writer is to create such situatiocns in which
we see that due to ®what internsl and external
causes we have reached this condition of death
and deucline, snd strive to remove them®,
*gahitys Ka Udeshay", gp.cit., p.17.




repregenved by portraying typical characters. A
typical character is one *in whom particular
traits are combined with & high level ¢f generale
tsstidl*. Thus relstatf (in Shakespesrd, Don
uisnte (in Cervantes), Tom Jones (in Fielding)
are 811 types, but they “are types in whom the
social characteristics constantly reveal the indie
vidual and in vhom pammial hopes, hangers, loves,
jﬁaiduaina and gmbitions in turn light up the
social backgrounda®.

An individual with strong, positive values
comes into conflict with a society which either
condemns or allows little possibility for the
expression of those vgluaﬁ; ﬁhéra is a‘aiaZuez£¢a1
interaction between such an individual and the
ohjective social reality end out of struggle between
the valuss represented by that individual end that
0f the society, between the old and the new, emsrges

13, Gagimﬁﬁ C» Le Roy and Ursuls Beitz, gp.cit.,
’ Pue
14.  Ralph Pox, The Noval and the Peonsie, Foreign
' ﬁagguagea Publishing House, Moscow, 1956,
P20y




the new ard&? But this new ordexr retains at the
same time the characteristics of the old order,
? and this creates certain ambiguity or contraw
dictions within the masm«.mi. This i3 an important
dimension of Premchand’s creative universe,

The question whather reslity depicted in lite-
tature coincides with the objective nsture of reality
has been the subjsot of considersdble attention. wWhat
ia at the centre of this discussion is the nature and
1imitations of the sutonomy of art in relation to the
reality which forms ite source, Bertold Brecht
points out “A work which does not exhibit its

15, - Hers we may refer to the remarks made by

Lucien Soldmanns

*¥or a dynamic thinker,,.whole of reality
is a dynamic whole which progresses by the
conflict between thesis and anti~thesis o
s synthesis which both integrates and goes
bayond them..,this 1s the clearsst possible
axpression of the dilemmasy all human order
iz insdequate, and yat man must never give
up bi,l quut ﬂ:ax' adsquate ordexr”,

: God, Translated by Philip Thody,

outliedge d gw Paul, London, 1964,
Pﬁﬁ'zg‘p 199,

16, As Ralph Fox points ocut "The changes take
place, men become conscious of them, they
*fight out” the conflict between the old and
new in their minds, but they do g0 unevenly,
burdened by all kinds of pest heritege, often
unclearly, and always in such & way that it
is not easy to tracs the changes in men's
minda®, m:: pa82,




SoVereignty vis-a«vis reality and which does not

begtow sovereignty upon th:?publir; vis—a.vig

reality is not a work of art®, But at the same

tims the world represented in s literary work is

not merely a world of fantasy and $1llusion, It
contains "nothing that does not also exist in the
given reality, the sctions, thoughts, feelings and
dreams of men and m&g".

This dissertation seeks to explore some aspects

of thege guestions with reference to Pramchand’s lite-
rary works., It I8 arranged under £ive heesds

{a)
(8)
{c)
()
{£)

Premchand‘’s Intellectual Evolutions

Perception of Pesasnt Exploitationy

Changes in Rural Societyy

Emancipation of Women @ Problems and Solutions and

The Characters As Protagonists of Social Change.

17. mma by Herbert Marcuses I
&e& '
18,

o tOwArds s critique |
»Qs ﬁﬁam i’ms’; WW!!. 1978; Pﬁazt

Horbert Marcuse, gp.cit.. p.54.






™This chapter is an attempt to trace the varicus
intellectual and socio=political influences vhich went
into the making of Premchand, Whils no direct relation-
ship betwesen thess mﬁumu snd his creatively ox?
aven views is intended, Mumallum}.bwku

ground to his emaum stforts,

| Premchand was born on Sist July, 1880 et Laxhi}

2 village about four miles fyom Benaras, His Parents
had named him Dhanpat Rai, but his uncle, who became
very fond of the boy, called him Sawab Rei? Premchana‘s
grandfather, Gur Sahai Lsl, hed been & Patwari, snd fxiﬁ
father, Ajaib i), a gluk in the local post office, |
sarning twenty-five rupees & mnt%. Ajsid Ial, was

ey

3. " Theras is differance of opinion among the bio-
gruphers of Premchand adbout the mal dute of
birth, Amrit Rai, Premchand's son, has given
3ist July, 1880, wvhereas Madan Gopal awr&bn
10¢th August, 1681, Premchand, Bockabode, Lshore,
19445 DM, The former seems to be correct, for
he had not only direct access to the records but
ii” his uqmm h mmttod by Shiveani Devi

. Atma Ram & Sons,
n‘lm' iﬂﬁﬂ. ﬂo .

2. Shivrani Devi Prémchand, gp.cit., ped.

3. Prekash Chandrs Gupta, Presmchand, Sahitya Aksdemi
New Delhi, 1968, p.é. ’




“an honest person, straightforward, balanced and
soft-spoken®® Though he was scguinted with the Gite
and shastras, he 614 not believe in rituals: Most of
the religious cersoonies, he thought, were shamy o him
true religion only mesnt good Mz.‘ Pramchand was born
and brought up in a family 6£ which ¢the norms and vealues
were set by guch an individual, | )

tthethey the Kayasth Cu?.s? to which the family

belonged hed any a‘:}pmﬁiwxe im;»ae:t an Premchand's earxy

&, Madan Gopal, Mun smchand 3 A Literary Biograph
: hala vuhughinq mu, Delhi, 19564, p.i. Nowonwards
nentioned an w

S Amrit Rai, Premchan !an abridged version in
English of Amrit Ralls Ka 534 s+ Trarnslated
by Hazish Trivedi}, PPH, 39 » PaPe mamams

menticned Eng.Trn.

§, Madan Gopal, Blography, oR.Cites Dol

- 7+ The Casts Btatus of the Kayssths has been in dispute,
Certain segnents of the Caste trace their origin to
Brahmins, but the Brahmans repudiate the cosnnexion,
sn@ given them only the rank of the sSudra. ¥Wilson,
in his Glossary, states thet they sprang from a
Eshatriya father and a Vaishya rmother, Jogendra
Bath Bhattacharya points cut "whether Kshatriyas

ar ﬂ'udm, they belong to the Upper layer of Hindu
Bociety.*

- These views have been aumariseﬁ from the following
writers i

{a) Rev.M.A. Sherring, H ] :
{Cosmo Pudlications, Delhi, ¢ VOlel, £«305)
(hi ﬁ'aran Isaksen Wﬁm. Zleler ¥ story of

qemxog? bﬁ his !amny m conecludes that his
ancestors descended from g Bratwein family.s

{4) Jogendra KWath Bhattacherys, H;n% Cagtes And Setts,
gdieions Indie, Calcutts, 1896, p.139, '



. 9
1ife is difficult to reckon, Traditionally a service

cum_? Rayssths wera "probebly the first among the
Hindus to take up the study of Per‘a,ian? buring the
Mughal rule, they worked as ;atibeio end were closely
associated with the rulers which affected their cuﬂagk
and 1ife atylell They contributed significantly tovards
the prose and poetry of the erai? During the Beitish
regime, they picked up English education in order to
seek employment under the new rulers of the landia
Thus their hereditary profession made the Kayasths
more catholic in their cutlook end developed in them
the love for beles letters. Koran Isecksen Leonasd
notas a more importent attribute in thie caste, The
Reyastha, he remarke, "have long been associcted with
socisl change, whether as products or sgents of tt."m
Judged from the attitude of his psrents, it 1a responw=

able to asgsume thaet Premchand's family had imbibed

Be Faran Ysaksen Leonard, M.. Pe7e

Ye Agiz Ahmed, 8t
Indian Environme
1964, P06,

Ao Islamie Culfur
- Clarendon Press,

10, Ibid, Also see Jogehdra Neth Bhattacharys,
OUscit., Pe139,

i1, Koren Isaksen Leonard, W"pﬂh Alsd ses
Auiz Ahwed, cit., p.108, He gsayes *Compared
to other Hindu communities they {Keyssths) were
less ohvervant of tho Orthodox ritual, and
under Muslim and Bhakei influences lees
conscions of Caste dlstinctions,.”

12, Raren Isoksen Lecnard, op,uit., p.id.
13, Hari Vansh Rai Bacchan, gn.cis..ev
14, Karan Isaksen Leonard, gp.eit., p.l4.
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in good measure gualities associated with this wider
paxﬁ.n&.pamn and that Premchand wss an heir to them,
By the time Premchand was eight, his sducation
had started; the usual educstion in Rayasth homes
those days, which meant léaming Yrdu and Persiah®
A little over a mile from Lanmhi wes the village of
Lalpur, where lived a Msulvi who, though a tailor by
profession, ren & achool®  premchana’s formei
education started under the Msulvi. Later when his
father wvas transferred to Gorakhpur he joined the
Mission Eehou £rox where the passed the 8th standard,
He completsd his school education from (ueen’s
College, mw%& He wanted to purgue higher eduw
cation but due to weskness in Mathematics he could
not seek admission in a higher c‘!ui? H; passed
BeAs a8 & privats candidate slong with his joh us
a schooleteacher,

18,

s, Sn Famal Xishore Goyanm. Pt t._.x 7ishva

Kosh (An Encvclopsedin of Premehand's Life
terature, Deihi, 1961 'ive volumes,
) ﬁ l‘t D26,
17. > Rai, Kalam Xa 4, Hans Prakashan,
%ﬂﬂ; (D76, pa3ls

18, mo Pedd,
1%, Mg s PPs 3436,
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Premchand wag destined to a lonely childhood
which perhaps hightened his sensibility towards the
natural and soclal environment, He was the only son
of his psrent8® ang naturaliy received much’ affection,
particularly from his muthai% But it was Bhort-lived,
His mother passed av§§ when he was only eight yaaré;

8 loss which “plorced ¢o his heard's marrggw“ His

20, See Amrit‘ﬁai. xalam K ¢ ODscit., p.22

‘ {Now-onwards mentioned as XKS), He had an
elder gister also who was olﬁar to him by
eight years,

2%, For a detailed study adout the motherw-son
relationanip in Hindu families, see
(a) Sudhir Kekay The ;gggr~wozld $ A
Psycho-anslytic Study of C cod and
Sauiaty in Indias, Oxford University Fress,
{b) s.za nube, 4 tllage, Routledge &
Regan Paul Ltd,, " 19& 3 Pil"zi
{¢) Thirendra Warain, “"Intcrperscnal relatienships
in the Hindu Pamily”, pp.454~4aa, in Reubsn Hill
and Rene Xoning {(ed,) ¥ n_East And We
Mouton, Parils, 1970« ‘ '

22, Amrit Rail, ERS, gp.€it%.s P22,

23. MHans Raj tRahbart, Clts, Pst

In several of his works, Premchand pays tender,
dignified and affactionate tributes to maternsl
love. According to Madan Gopal, “Her life of
service and gacrifice went &s & long way in
influencing Premchand's conception of love,*
Premcnand, The Bookabode, Lahore, 1944, p.18,

%ar a ssnoe of loag of hiz mother, gee
particularly the stories *prerna” ("An impulse",
Wq{ =173 Y"Ghar Jawail® ("Son-in-Law at

Rama v ngaggx%r:zi;lggzé55)£ zézaqynjhaa )
ansarovar, 1 / aty Step~-mother”,
ﬁgggf;gg_;i 8;139-143) and Premchand's later
novel Karambhumi,
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father, harassed by repcated &snsfera and wamri‘,,
in adaition to his bereavement, could not give

young Nawab Rei the attention and care s motherless
boy needed®® Then Afaib Lsl married a second time,
Just two yesrs after the demise of his first wifaza
The arrival of a step~mother 414 not, however,
slleviate Nawab's loneliness snd misery, it only
served to accentuats i ?’ He could no longer stay
with his grandmother in Lamhi snd forget himself in
the fairy teloe told by hers® His newly marriefd
father had now even less time for him snd the
stepemother's harsh trostment agpravated his

miser %9 The absence of the gmth&oﬁhar. memories
of the loving mother, father's’ m&imsa and neglect,
step-tother's hurshness and lack of any companiofe
ship mado Newsb miserablel’ The watf becams

waywurd which made him pet more mﬁumhle?

24+ Gee amrit Raf, RK3, p.22,
2%, See Madan Gopal, Biograchy, op.cit., p.l4.
26, See Komal Kishore Goyanks, op.citss pe27
- 27, Amrit Ral, Eng,TIn., p.16.

28, Madan mi; M Peld,

29, BSee shivreni Devi Premchand, 9n,cit., PD.3,5,6,
Also sve Madan Gopal, Blography, pe15,

30, Hang fwy ‘Aahbar’, gp.git., Pe7e
33. Ses Amrit Rai, ﬁgg w"‘" pp¢23-25.



13

Adolescene

Nawaly spent most of the period of his

adolescence at Gorakhpur, His life at Gorakhpur was

important for arousing his interest in literature,

It was hers he reed nome of the works which had an

abiding influence on nhis young mind, For instance,

he read the romentic stories from the volumes of
zilgsmng*ﬁbsh:ubasz, This i & “never ending story
which by virtue of its large scops, purity and multie

plicicy of themes leuves far behind the médieval

spirituel stories of Europﬁ”zz, Thape za%%&ms

gg&pgaﬂ the young Newab by thelr ®“mystery, romance,

ehivalry and a&ventuza”a‘. He found in them an

escape from the harsh and bitﬁet miseries of his

personal life. While they soothed him, these

az.

33,

34.

¥hile at Gorakhpur, Nawab had a €riend wvhose
father was in the tobacce business, and dboth
boys would hide themselves in a8 corner of the
ghop and gmoke tobacco on the sly. UYhile the
smoke made me:rg circles arcund their heads,
the tobacconist'’s son used to read aloud the
romantic stories from volumes of this book,.

Premchand describes theze experiences in
a story “"Meri Pahli Rachna® ("HMy first Composiw
tion®, Rafan, Hans Prakashan, Allshabad, 1980,
e 4882,

Raghupati Sshai, “"Reminiscences® in Amrit Rai
{ed) Promchand Samriti, Hans Prekebhan,
Allaha s 1984, pD.170«188,

Ralph Russel translatee the title Tf{lismeie
Hoshruba as "The Enchantment which steals away
one's senses®, *The Development of The Modern
Novel in Urdu®, in T.W, Clerk {(ed), The Kovel
;g;%gg;g_@aarge Allen & Unwin Lt4,, London, 1970,

_Pbl »

Vi8¢ Naravane, Pre nd
Viker, Wew Delhi, 1980, p.18.
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romanceshert a powerful influence on his mindl®
These tsles "awakened his gelfw-conscious and in
fact provoked him into indulging in ‘ganwpushindiéﬁ
He developed a teste for resding ana‘aaé Graun
*into the immense Lreasure of beoks snd magasines.a?
But how did he sanage to get other buoks?
Premehand therews 1ight on this matter in his story
“Mers Pahli Rechne® ("ry first composition®) s

By the bank ¢f the river lived a booksellor
named Buddnilel, 1 would go arnd sit in his
shop and there read the novels stocked by
him, As I <¢culd hardly have been slloved
to alt and browss there sll the day, what
I d14d was t¢ take Fotes and Keys toc English
texttoecks from the shop and hawk them o
ny sachool-mates, vhile in reconpense I
enjoyed the orivilege of dbringing home
novels to read, In this manner, in just -
two or three years I must have gone through
hundreds of novels,38

Thus by the age of thizteen he had alrcady poured
- over the writings of Mirsa Ruswa, Pandit Ratannath
Sarshar, Hauiaﬁa Sharar, doulvi Hohamned All Hardoi

33

end a host of other Prdue writersy” He slso read

3%, As Raghupsti Sehsi 'Firaq’ remasks 3 "In

fact he had neard thomne stories with such

an interest and diligence that thelr gpirit
haﬁ entered into hig own in£¢rest1ng gtories
and the qualities of £flow ang sustenance of
interest in his descriptions ariginstad from
these very storics,” 2pscit., r.177.
Translation mine, ~

36. Maden Gopal, Blography, pei7.

37, Hans Raj ‘Rahbar', gp.efit., p.il.

38. Quoted by Amrit Rai, See Eng.Trn., 9p.cit., p.18.
39, Premchand, "Meri Pahli Rachna®, gp,cit., p.48,




Urdu !:rmaxatims sof scores of volumes of
Reynold's Mysteriss of tha Cou
Beaides these he read Pursnag of which the Naval
Rishore press of Lucknow had published an Urda
transiaﬂanfa

It will be useful to discuss these writers
80 a8 to have an idea of the impression they left
on Pramchand's adolescent mind,

Mirss Muhammad Rusva (1858.31931) the writer

Of half a dosen short novels, ig Dest known today

for his Umrap Jen Ads (1899) 31

viev of fiction?? According to him a fictione
writer 1s @ xind of historian®®
mede it a principle in my own weiting ¢o record in

Rusva gives his own
He says "I have
my novels only those things which I have myself

seen, and which have made on impression upon me,
believing that these things will mske an impression

40. 1ibid,

41, PMuhammed Sadiq, L&Wo
Oxford Unfiversity Press, lLondon, s Pedd0s

424 See R, Rugsell "The Development of the
Mcm ﬁovel in Urdu® in T.W. clatk fed,),

Daye u-"_g. , ;m:a AlTen & Unwi n Ltds,
- Lemde '§ "'Qj 9;133a

43, big. 93133‘
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on others also..,.My novels should ds regarded
as 2 history of ocur times, and I hope it will

be found a useful one,

o 1n Umrac Jan Ada

*he showed that he oould not only enunciate
these principles but also apply them in
praeticels as well, lmrao Jan Ada is the study
of the 1life of a kidnapped girl who is bought

by a Courtessn of nueknoaﬁana‘txnxned for prosti=

%ntionf?

Rusva depices in aanaxz the "14fe of

prostitutes, their tﬁﬁnatlon, habits and custonms,
theliy clzentelo. and their dealtnqa with tham‘e
It 2180 brings hefbru us the Adisorder and decas
dence characteristic of the 19th century Indian
Stotes, Its other merit lies in some welle.

Arswn character-sketches belonging to different

classea of socie

49

44,
45,
46,

47,
48,
49,

Quoted by Mussel, Ibid, p.133,

Ibid.
Prof,Ziya~Ul-Hasan Faruqi,in x.,sauhhanam
{ed.), An Anthology of Indian Lite: .,

Gandhi Peace Foundation, New De h~. 19~ra
;552; '

Muhawmad Sadiq, Opscites D355,
ibid. |
Prof,.ZiyeeUl-tazan Farugui, ODeGiter Pe652,



£

Dandit Retannath Sarshar (15463190270
has left a large mumber of novels, long and
shorts? Dut he is renowned for his monumentsl
work Eisana=i-Aza 2 s huge medley extending over
anearly two thousand pageﬁ? Sarshar has portrayed
the 1ife and menners of lLucknow awiat?‘ with his
ecéntillating humourz> Defending the writings of

i : BN

§0, m.ﬂ. fussel, t.s Delli. Muhammod
- Sadiqg says that a was born in Lucknow,
in or about 1845, op.git., D326,

$i. Muhammad Sadiq, Opscit.s P326.

82+ Premchand tmslat.ed this novel inteo Hindgi
ana titled rit B ha, The £first instal-

trédu madinq world storm,” Raim Babnu

Seksena, A nggﬁ of Urdu literature,

Allchabad, 1970, p.328, |
53, Muhammad Sadiqg, gp,ait., p.328.

54, Ram Babu ESakssna, . 9-329. According
to Muhammad Sadiq “Sarshar® unfolds before
the reader & teeming world of men and
women, Of all gorts, the affete nawabs and
their retainers, drunkards, opiumesaters,
thieves, idlers, doctors, quacks, pandits,
ascetics, begoars, dancing-girls, darvishes,
fools, wrestlers, swashsbucklersg, advon-
turersy and wvherever we witness, the muharram
ceremonies, the preparation of marriage, or
a dancing partyy and wvherever we are, in
the street, the market, or the seraglio,
there 1s thae tang and savour of life, and
an alr of verisimilictude obtained by locsl
colour and s reproduction of the language
paculiar to those people...” op.cit., P330s

55. "He i;fhot o muceh put out by the vices of
his age, as tickled by its follies,,.Sarshar
long held the field as our humorist par-
excellnuce,” Muhammad Sadiq, Op.cit., pPe.334.
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sarsher ageinst the attack by Hakim Bghram Sahed
GoraXhpuri on the writings of Sarshar, Premchand
says ¢

The fact is that his Dooks are honest
plctures of the cantmomw worlid, 1If
some one reads E \ a2 hundred
vears hence, he will m i)
into the culturs, thought processes and
love for literature of the common folks -
who lived twenty-five years from now,

Such deacriptions magy not bde svatleble
from the study of history, howscever dsep
and detsiled it may be, In other words,
Sarshar has shown the magic of his magic
pen in describing -‘g’gamar iz contained in
2emane K4 Tasgveer,

muharmad Sadiq compares the two works Don_Quixote
and Eagana~i-Agsd s “Both are picaresque in form
and satirical in purposes both. atitack outgrown
institutions, one the romances of chivalry, and
the other the decadent medievalism of lucknow, w37
Regarding Sarshar's attack on evils, Premchand
says: ‘', ..Sarshar undertook to cure the society
af the maxediea vhich were kﬂ.linﬁ it, and like

mher axperiemed doctors he mixed his bitter and
testeless potions with sugar to make them paletabh.ﬁs
56, “Sharar Aw Sarshar®, V%-'vmh-?ugg_qg, vol.l,
Pr.60«61, Also see p.64& whers Premchand
' says “Sarshar's cerefree sarcasm is more
effective than Dichen's sexious humour®,

574 m»a 9.32&;
S8, "sfharer Aur sarsher®, op.cite, D53,
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But R, Russell feels that “Sarshar has nothiag
of Cervante's mature wisdom, oz of his intee
1lectual snd srtistic power. fHis modernism s
of the moat crude and uneritical Mnd.n"sg
In spite of the realistic portraysl of contempo=
rary life, Fasans “harks back to the old fdeals®
in its preference for “"the fantastic and the
alwa-»m:antw."“ A8 Raghupati Sahai points
out

miracu?ggtgﬁpm:fmm:m:?;gs::ia

hefore us a world which does not have a

palpable reality but only s vivid pice
turization of a dream worlddl

Ab2ul Halim sharar (1860.1926) was the pionesr of

the historical mmames in Urdu, 62

and a strong
supporter of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan's ideas, A
vieit to Aligarh and the study of Hali's Museddas
brought home to him the need for reform, making |

" him 8 life-long supporter of the Aligarh movemensdd

89, OpsCites Pelil.
60« NMuhammad Sadlq, Op.Cit., pP«336.
61, wwo P 164, : .
62, R, Russesll gggg;? 9.223 Also see 2abalda
’ Y;aean Ali'xhan. h " ; Undu
&QF_@_Q" in K, aanthanam [ed,],
ERaEats) Do 107, &nd slso see ?xmme.
Sherar Aur Sarshar®, op.cit., pP.6l,
Premchand says that Sharar tried to imitate

8ir valter Scot, but he could not schieve
the height of Scot. Ibid. p«62.

63, Muhammad Sadiq, gp.cite, Pe 3390
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All his writings are gesred "to serve the cause
of the New Light. ™ e was one step ahead of

8ir Sayyid in his opposition to Pardsh aystem 65
The thems of his historical romances is “m
portrayal of the qxntim paét of the Islam and
of the graat superiority of Iglamic civilisation
in 1ts heyday over that of CONLAMPOrary none
Muslim (fsmiany Christian) pom:m"“ Faias
Ahmad ;Fa‘wtz writes of him 2

Sharar's sge is ...an age when the
Muslims had Just awoken to a conscicusness
of their decline, Thess romantic tales in
the first place helped them to forget the

. bitterness of everyday 1life, Sescondly, the
 revital of papt conqueats pertly inapired
them with gelf.respect and partly with
emotional solece, with the thought that
.aven if they were not heroes at least
their forefathers had been, And thirdly,
the degoription of vices of other pocples
provided them with g way of taking mental
revenge for their present subjection,,.This
is why Sharar's novels are so popular,,.*s7

In spite of the mﬁnm&st ssal of Sharar, the
overall atmosphere of his works *is unmistakably

64, R, Russel, M&og De123,

65. Ibid, One of his novels W
_ is designed to s sastrous

& fect: which the Parda syatem could produce,

66, Ibid, This critic discusses mz%ﬂm
in detail in order to illustrate thie method
- of contrasting the gloricus past with the
dacadent present, The book was first published
serially, from 1893 and appesared in book form

in 1890 and is "generally agreed to be one
of his best books". Ibid,

67. *"Migsan*, Nashirun, z.ondon, 1962, Cuoted by
R, Russsll, op,cit.
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that of = M‘E There is the same evocation of
the herole age of Islam, the same battle of
unelloyed virtue against unalloyed vice, the same
dependence on axeciting episodes and the same
spicing of the story with srotic detai2*S? ang
then, says Muhammad Sadiq, “He 18 mcenivéi.y
tainted with the false and sickly emoticnalism of
the 01a School of Updu Poetryr and in his herves
we st cnce detect the effete and tearful lover of
the Uréu Ghagsl.®’"

/ ésnathar' writer whom Premchand was fond of
reading was Devikinandan RKhatyl (1861-1913),¢the
suthor of Chandrakanta (1891) and ChandraKants |
santit{} Knarri's novels were remantic love stories
of. the type of WMW £ull of miracle and
mahanmnt? The simple atyl%f his works made
its language &8 congenial as its subject matter

68, Re¢ Russel, gp.cit.. p.132,

69, R, Russel, gp.cit.. p.128,

70. gop.cit., 0.343,

73« Amrit Rai, MW 9.36.

72, Rybc Handa, Hi
s D »

73, KeB, Jindal, A

0,152, 3, Mg, 3 CY
MY
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was excitir 3“ The novels gained instent popularity

‘1ike Arsbion Nights!® The Chandrakante series became
80 popular that *"thousands of persons are said ﬁﬁ.
have learned the Devanagari Script for the sole
t8%* nie novels aia
more to popularise thai in ihe énuntry than 511 the

purpos of reading ChandreX

memoriels, pamphlets and discourses of his prede-
consors haa‘dangzﬁ Ram aﬁanara,sﬁukxa pointas out "In

- the beginning Chgnﬁgaﬂanga Santati inspired many young
 man‘ana women to write in Hindi, ggggégggéggg took
them to other kinds §£ litaréry booke and with
experience they started writing as wel??”lft also
paved ﬁay for the Hindi work of Qremehanag

74, Ronald Stuart NMelOregor, ) 4 A1 &
Literature, Otto Harrassowitz, Viesbaden,
1974, ps190. ; ,
75, R, Le Randa, OnL € gﬁgp P34,

Writing about EE%QQ&!&QQS%Q MeGregor
points out "Its gubject matter is typlcsl
of the romances that £flourished from this
time 1 love {often, as here, that of a
Prince and Princess)y family embroilmenty
magic and wizerdryr nelo~Gramatic and often
violent adventurey and eventual marriage
of the parthers,” p,100,

76, MeGregor, gg,cit., P.100, Alsc see R.l.
Henda, Op.cit., ps341, K.B, Jindel, op.cit..
p+234; Dr.Nogendre (ed.), Hindg Sahitya Ka
;g%%gg, Hational Publishing House, Delhi,
1976, p.486., Also see Ram Chander Shukla,
Hindl Sehitve Ka Itihas, Negar Pracharani
Eabha, Kashi, Samvat, 2029, pp.340-341,

77@ KuB, mﬂndaﬁ) e &‘C‘i&‘i, Pe 23‘0
T8, Mﬂ_ﬁag pe341,
79, MeOregor, Qpa.cit., pe100.
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The influvence of sll these writings

discussed above “seeped into Premchand's creative

centre, and slowly nourished 1t dGuring the lean

years at schood>® . this influence is intelligible
in Premchand's early wrxting§§

Marriage

When he was mere fifteen yours of age, Nawab

Ral was set for getting marziegg He was happy at

8O,

81,

82,

Han Raj 'Rehbar®, op.cit., p.30,

Ibid, "His £irst efforts, like the efforts of
most young writers, are not remarkable for
artistic besuty, He tended to imitate elder
Urdu writers by going in for lunbering words
atd ornate phrasesy the influence obscure and
blobby of Pandit Ratannath Sarshar ie
sapecially vigidble,” p,32,

#1s0 see Manohar Pendopadhyay, Life
Korks of ?ﬁg@ﬁ%and, Publications ﬁ&visien, '

nistry of Information and Broadecasting,

G.OVt. of Inéia, 119819 p-ﬁ;

Also see Robert O.Swan, op.cit.,pp.56+60,
The stories in which the influence of these
writings cen be seen are listed by this critics
{1) "duniya Ra Sabss Anmol Ratana® ("The most
precious gem 4in the world®, 1907)y (44) ®sok
Ka Puruskar® ("Reward for Distress®, 1907; »
1909); (4i4) "Nasihato-Ra Daftar®
(*uffice of Counsel®)y (iv) “Triya Carlta“
{("Female vWiles™, 1913)s (v} "Gairat=-Ki

Katar? (“"The Dagger of Modesty®™, 1915}

{vi) "Manavan® (“Reconciliation®)y

{vii) "Ampie® (“Yomortal®, pre 1914)y

{vii1) "Dhokha® ("Deception®, 1916} and
(13) "Auath Larki® {*ratherless Oirl®, 1914)

See Amrit ﬁa&. Ralom Ka Sipahi, p.32.
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the prospect and "hﬁd himaelf cut;/the bamboos for
the marrisge pavillionc® He 1ooked forward to the
realisation of the romantic notions of marital blies
which he had derived from the books he had read>?
But between his dream and reslity fell a shadow.

His wife was dark, ugly and pock-markE8 and she
11mped®® 2t was a marrisge of convenience arranged
by the father of his step-nother and the elderiy
people in the family. There was no gquestion of the
congent of the bride and bridegroomy’ Nawsb's father
expressed his chagrin to his wife "Your father has
pushed my gon into a well, Such an unseemly wife

for my handsome -aon?s P_remhanﬁ might have reconciled

B83. Robext O.8wan, Op.cite., p.S.

B84, Amrit Ral, Kalam Sipahi, p.32, Also see
V.8. Haravane, Citss Do 16, “He had beon
reading novels in which the heroine was

always beautiful and mysteriocus,*

85, See Shivrani Devi Premchand, opscit., p.7
and also pp.8-9,

88, amrit Ral goes into greater detail. “Her
appearance was unpleasing-coarse, fat,
slaternly, Not oniy this, on her face
were deep scers of smallpox and one leg
was shorter than the other so that the
unfortunate girl moved in a jerky manner®,
uoted by Robert O, 5wan, M_&Egc p:ﬁ.

87. Indernath Madan, Premchand, (An Interpre-

tag%on), Minerva Book Shop, Lahore, 1946,
Padde :

884 Amrit ﬂéi.; Eng.Trq.,pJGg
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himpself with his fate but for the quareisome

nature of his wifagg Ghe was slways at‘lagggt-

heads with his step-mother, Her bshaviour with

S

Nawab also was rudagn The marriage proved an
ungualified failure, and *it was not long befors
young Mrs. Premchand 1££¢ her husband, who, i1t
must be added, sent her regularly a maintensnce
allowance that lay within his means for several
yeari?i

within two years of Nawab's marriage, his
father died, This was yet another blow to him,
At the tender age of seventeeR: he was left with
v

the heavy burden of & large family And he waa

89, See Shivrani Devi Premchand, 0p.Cit.. PeDe

91, Madan Gopal, Premchand, cit.,, p.i6e
Alsc segppremchaﬁg‘s“letgir to Nigam, dated
June, 19058, See Chhithi Patra, vol.X, p.3.

a82. See Amrit Rsi, mm-e pe34, According 0
Indsrnath Madan, Pramchand was hardly fifteen
when hia father died, gg,c1§¢, Pedis Also see
Raghupsati Sahai,'Pirag’, who remarks that
Pramchand was just fifteen years old when his
father passed away,.pn.cit., p.178,

93, The experience deseribed in his story "Jeevans.
Sar® ("My rife®), Kafan, op.cit., pS6uE.Also
see Shivrani Devl Premchand, Op.cit,,%.

Also see Premchand's story, “Veemata®
{*Step-mther"), op.cit.
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then only & student sarning & few rupees a month
through private tuitians;gé But this paltry sum did
not puffice for his tequiramentsgs‘ Premchand went
on a borrowing spres. Unsble to repay the loan in
time "he had to put up with great sgony and had to
avoid the notice of money-ienders for feay of pnﬁlia
1nsurty®S

The ¢ircumstances mugt have made a powerful
Anfluence on the hapless young man, Through his
marriagé'he'leaént to his dismay how a\hay_andva
girl without knowing each other and without having
QVQQ a glimpse of each other are yoked together to
itve é 1ife of pe?pe%uax misery. Through his widowed

94.  According to Raghupati Shai, he was sarning
jtii%m.ﬁ/w cut of his itions, M%a:
PediB,

- 954 See V.5, Naravane, op.cit., pe18%: "Out of
the five rupees he earned, three wers sent
o hig stesmother, His own oxpenses had

to be limited to the remaining two rupees,”

96, Manohar Bandopadhyay, 2C1Les DaPs See
for further detall, Amrit Raj, Ralam Ka S5i
PP.36~383 Madan Gopal, Biogr s Pp=25-262
and the story, "Jeevan Sar®, eit,

In fact Premchand had to face the ‘
problem of debts throughout his life, parti-
cularly in the later years. The problem of
debts ig also a recurring theme in his :
creative worke, It is the dominant thems

in Godan,
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stepemother he must slso have realised the conses
quences of an older man gotting married s second
time to & woman much younger to him in age, But
these tribulations were only symptoms of & deeper
malaedy, In striving to diagnose the malady, voung
Nawsb was well on the way o 5ec¢ming Premchand,

INPLUENCE OF S0CIO-RELIGIO=REFORM MOVEMENTS

One of the decisive influences on Premchand
seems to be the ideas of the 19th century sccial
raformers, Of these Swami Vivekanand, Dayanand
and M.G, Renade seem to be the masi important?’
These idess 4id help to kindle his indignation
against s=ocial Lnjuwt1¢a and tuzrn his mind against
social evils,

| Swamy Vivekanand endeavoured to achieve in
_the sphere of FPhilosophy and Religion whet Reje
Ram Mohan Roy had done in the sphere of social
though?® Much of the tragedy of his countrymen lay,
he perceived, in their quest for Muktls which was

98. v,8, Naravane, Modern In-~ian rhaugggp Azia
Publishing House, Bombay, 1964, p.95. .

29, See Charles H, Heimsath, Indian Nationalism
and Hindu Social Reform, Princeton, 1964,
Ps26, ’
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but a suphemism for escapism. Rituals, super«
stitions and vices like "don‘t touchism 400
confounded further the waudbeyona nation. By
bringing éo the people the true meaning of
sptritnal1ed0? vivexsnanda wanted to take the
masses out Oof the morass of degeneration,

\ According to Vivekananda one of the major
causes of daanfali of Indié is the neglect of the
masses%ezxt-is in fact the great national sintoz
He says "s0 long as the millions live in hunqer
and 1gnoran¢e, 1 hold everyone a traitaz; who,
having been educsted at their expsnse, pays not the

‘least heed to th§¥f° ﬁdu&at;an for 3?; and

nanda. aita Ashrama, Calcutta, 1964,

E i 3' 90161'

1041, Ses, Prof.Belsrani De, "Svami Vivekananda »
His Message to Indis and to the World," in

Swami Vivekananda Centernary, 1963-64,
Rama Krishna Migsion Ashram, Narendra Pur,
Bengal, p.47.

102, Vivekenandg, Rebuild India, Rama Krishna Math
and Rama Krishna Mission Convention, Calcutta,
XQBD. chet

103, Complete Works, Vol.Z,11, p.192, gp.cit.

104, Rabugld India, pp.20.26 35, Also see
Complete &tkg.m%‘le 111, op.cit., p.432,

105, lete VWorks, op.cit,, Vol.4, p.482.
A§60 seo Rebulld India, op.cit., P.28.
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emancipstion of uu&gg were the corner-stones of
Vivekananda's programme of regeneration of the
nation, |

Thus at & time wvhan the whole nation lay
supine under u foreign rule, Vivekananda roused
his poople to their pristine glory and instilled
a sense of confidence ameng the xnéiaﬁgZ'

The vigour and masculanity of Vivekananda's
ideas appealed to Premchan&?s He wvrote an article
"Swamd Vlvwkananégg in vhich he quotes Vivekananda @

My young friendsg, be strong! That
iz my advice to you, You can attain Muk
more easily by playing football than A
studying the Bhaegavadgital You can really
practice what the Gite teaches, only 1f
your ruscles are strong. 7The teachings of
the HBhagavadgita vere not imparted to
cowards, Thoy were all given to Arjuns,
who was brave and fearless,110

106. Rebuild India, Opecit., P.13, AlBo see
Complate Workas, op.cit,., Vol.,VIIZ, p.214.

107. See Ainslie, T, Enbree, ®*Vivekansnda And
Indjian Nationalism®, pp.519-524pin R,C,

Majumdar (ed,). swami Viveksnanda Centenary
Memoria lume, $wamy Vivekananda Centenary,
Calcutta, 1963, p.523,

108, V.S8. Naravane, Premchand: His Life 2And Work,
op.cit., p.d4. B '

109, See Kemal Kishore Goenka, Premchand Vishy
Kosh, op.cit., p.35. This article was published
in Zamana, May, 1908,

110, Quoted by V.S, Naravane, quotud above, p.44.
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Amrit Ral gives three reasons which brought Premchand
‘under the influence of vlvakanunaga FPirstly, he

~ %“gaw in him the true Hind%;? secondly, Vivekanznda‘'s
selfless service to humanity and especially his
concern for the poor and the dcunttnﬂd%%? and lanstly
*his rokust and vigorous patxiat&sézg writing about
Vivekananda's attitude to sccial reform Premchand
pointa out x'

While a staunch support of social reform,
Vivekananda was not happy with the current
rate of progress in this regard, FNost of the
efforts made in this direction at this time
were aimed at the higher and the educated
class, ' The Purdah system, widow~remarriages,
and the caste«aysatem are the greatest social
problema of our times which are erying out
for reform, and each one relates to the
educated claszses, ViveRananda had a loftier
ideal, of raising the downtrodden and educating
and adopting tham, They are the roots of Hindu
society, and the educated classes merely ito
branches, to mgke it flourish one mist water
its roots.”1l

- 111, Kalem g% Sipahi, pp.94-95, Also see its English
Transla Won, 7 -gg‘cltu- pp;ﬁ&»éga

112, xg ’.ﬁ‘ p.68, (Eﬂga"r‘&)

113, HKalam Kas Sipahi, p.%4.

114, Ibid, Eng.Tr., D.94.
Also see Robert O,Swan, cit., p.18,

Summing up the influence of Davananda and
Vivekananda on Premchand, Robert O.Svan points
ocut *It was because Sarasuati and Vivekananda
turned to the uplift of the poor and the {llie
terate thet they appealed to Premchand, Further-
more, that they seemed to do it in an Indisn way
pleased him, The influence of Arya Swmaj and of
Vivekananda is evident in Premchand’s lifes and
in the special mark of his work,"

115, Quoted by Amrit Rai, ENng.Ty, [+) Es‘ﬁ’;t’-p p.&?.
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pDaysnends Saraswati {(1824«1883) was another
sociasreiiqie-xﬁformar'who impressed Premchand,
Davanands was a real “Hindu nuthexa Ag the Hindu

religious and social gtructures are organically

interwoven, csste hierarchy, sex inquality, untouche

ability, and socisl taboos have flourished becasuse
of the sanction of raliqiéﬁz Therefore, Dayananda
£irat of all, completely rejected the religious
validity of many social tabouos that were prevalent
arony the H&ndu%ie Dayananda atetributed India‘s
degradation chiefly tokhe Hindus' preoccupation
with superfluous rituals, sponsored by Brshmin
pt&aat&%g In Satyarth Prakash, his main attack is
at the priestly class, 1601*uorah1§0 and super-
stitious beliefe and practices.

116, JoTo¥e Jorden, "Hindu Religious and Socisl

Raﬁorm xn Eriﬁi‘h Xnﬂia“ in Ayl Sesham (ad.).

117.

:315: Pe 3950
118. See Charles H. Heimsoth, gp.cit., pp.;zgmlzﬂ.
119,  Ibid, p.121,

120, Seo Savyarth Prakssh {(Light of Truth),
trangsiated by %3?38 Prasad, Jan Gyan
Prakashen, Bonbay, 1976, pp.346-347,
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Like Swami Vivekananda, Dayanands also gave
importance to education., He considered education
as the most potent instrument of social change.
Ignorance, according to Davananda, was the major
cause of India’s beckwardness, Education was a
major tocl to banish socisl wrun%gx He was 4is~
satisfied with the existing system of education
and while reacting to it he gave his own alter-
netive § a liberal and enlightened system of
instructions, the essence of which was to bring
about physical, mﬁntal and spiritual developmené
of the atu&entl?z It is one of the significant
aspects of Dayananda’s esucational ideas that
aeapiiﬁ his obsemsion with Vedic knowledge, he
recognised the importance of science eéucatio§§3
nayananda advocated mass and compulsory education
for all boys and girls, irrespective of their
castg§4 He was also very keen on ﬂahen’sﬂeaueation,
1f the mother is not educated how can ghe bring up
her children in the proper way, he querried, For

121. See Satyarth Prakash, op.cit.,Chapters 2 & 3,
122. Xbid,.

123, Ibid, Chapter 3, p.66,

124, Ibid, p.40.
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a,aatian to prospety women's education is very
eaaent&ai His advocacy of education for women
originated from the gemuine respect he had for fair

~ sex. The opposition by his movement (The Arya Samaj)
to child marriage and their plea for widoweremarriage
were & natural, and welcome, outgrowth of the fight
for women'’s cause.

Dayananda founded the Arya Samsj in 189§6 and
it "proved the most impressive and influential
religious and social reform movement of the er%gz
In spite of the gplit between orthodox and liberals
in 1893, the Arya Samaj “grew 4s no reform body ever
grew ¢ by the end of the century its members weare fast
approaching 190.ﬂ%g§ By 1901 nearly three~quarters of
the membors of Arya Samaj were located in the United
Provinces (present Yttar pradeah}fg By the time of

125, 1bid, p.74, "It is the proof of your ignorance,
elfishness and stupidity that you prohibit
woman from studying...”

126, J.T.F. Jorden’d, Dayananda Sarasvati s His tife
andazdegg axford University Press, Delihi, 1978,
Pe 284,

127, J.0.7, Jordeny, "Hindu Religious And Social
Reform in British India®, op.cit., p.380.

128,  J.T.F. Jorden¥'y, "Hindu Religious And Social
Reform in British India", Ib a, p.376, Also
see Charles 1, Hefmsath, ss DDe294 & 302,

129, Charles H, Heimsath, Ibid, p.sua. quoted by
Robert O. Swan, oOp.cit., p«10.
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Premchand®s residence, in P&thapgarh, 19001903 and
1904:-190% Amrit Rai writes 3

At this time t.hete wags a great deal
of movement among the Agyva Samajists,
Preachers travelled akout, At place after
place there were meetings, gatherings,
debates with orthodox pandits, The evils
of child marriage were sxposed, the wrongs
of 111—&@%&1:@3 :hgre :ham, and
arguments assembl rom the § as%r%g
approving the marriage of widowa.

Premchand was a member of the Arya -Sm’ﬁﬁ and

its 1deals made profound influence on him, 7The

influence of Axys Samaj iz evident from many of his

sarlier novels end stories where *leadors of the Arya

130.
i3,

132,

Rﬁbgrt ﬁt 5“33; zgiag paiﬂa
Ibid, p.10, He points cut the gusstions

regarding marriege customs appears to have
been very prominent in the proceedings,

That Premchend was the menber of Arys
Samajd 4= evident from his letter written
to Nigam, written on 6th Feb,, 1913

I ows ten rupees to the Hamirpur
Arya Samaj. They have agked for the
sumn many times but I have not beén
able to pay becauvse of my t.ightness*
Pleasa send rupees ten, if you cean
afford, tc the Secretary Arya Samaj,
by Money-order on my ‘beha:tf. I'1}
be greteful. You will have ¢ bear -
this hardship for me, as they are
going to have a moeeting, shortly. I
repeat my request ¢ pleace do send

&vlﬁ/ﬁi
Patra, ed.by Amrit Rai, Hens
Fr& éa ang" lah&baﬁp 1@630 Vﬁl.!; p'i?n
Also see Amrit Rei, KKS, op.cit., p.4S.
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Samaj wers introduced as important ¢hamcun§§3
One of these earlier novels is Prems. Robert 0.
Swan feels thot “such circumstential evidence as
the Arya Samaj preacher in the novel Prems, who
induced the hero of tm' story to go out and marry“
2 widow, makes it clear that Premchand himpelf was
impressed by the reform group's aativzltiuaa’

Interestingly, Premchand himself remarried Shiv
135
fani Levi, a widow, in March, 1904,
¥hat Drought Premchand s¢ close to Arya

Samaj were his own bitter ewperiences, his own

unhappy marriage and the widowhood of his 5up—mmeta

133, V.S, Naravane, Op,¢it., pe.24.
124, 8p.Citss Pe10,

135, Eee Kamal Rishors Goyanks, gg,_g% s Dedbs

Amrit Rai, %; 2Ds i&fn »p s and
Hadan Gopal, Diography, Op.Cits, D.58.
Howevar, Madan Gopal saga the ymr of
second marriage waa 190

Accord8ing !naama%h Madan, Premchand

margied against the wishes of his relatives,

He “allenated the sympathy of several friends
gnd relations by hia radical action, He also

lost tha customary dowry which would have
been a timely help®, op.cit., pczao

138, See Amrit Rai, KKS, p.45. "He was sincerely
inclined towards this new phenomenon o the
basis of whatever he had himself experienced
in his life and sesn or heard about such
incidents in his neighbourhood,.”
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whﬂarautsiﬁa influence of the socio~reiiglo«reform
moverents synchronized with his inner need, He
himself had been groping as if in the dark, to f£ind
an anawer to those problams and the Arye samaﬁ showed
him the way. The questions of reform raimed by the
19¢th century movements were topica of discussion at
the evaning‘saastena he had w&ﬁh h1a ft&andl%’

PLUERCE _OF BDATIONAL MOVEME
Nationalism seems to be an equally important
influence cn.wxmmﬁhanéﬁ The iiryt glimpaas of this

influence cen be discovered in Premchand®s popular

138 "
monthly column in Zsmans. some of the articles which

137, Ibid, pp.65-68,

138, This journal was started by Sheobrat lLal
Varman in February, 1903 from Cuaisari
Press, Bareilly and Munshi Taya Rarayan
Higam, had been editing it from Kanpur
aince NovenbereDecember 1903, Premchand
developed his scguitance with Nigam 4in
1903, through correspondence, Two years
later Pramchand was transferred to the
Government High School in Kanpur, and
‘soon a close friendship developed hetween
Munshi Daya Harayan Nigem and Premchand,
The latter started writing popular mnonthly
column entitled "Raftar-i-Zeamana® ("The
Maren of Time®}, Thuse views summarised
from Madan Gopa!.'ggg~;;a; DDy 44«45 and
Hans Raj *Rahbar’, ‘ os De3Y and
Amrit Rei, wﬁ ‘bp pp.ﬁﬁnmg
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appeared in gh;sa columne are 3 "Deshi aheeéﬁn Ka
Parchar Kaise Barh sakata Hsi® (“How to Sproad
Propaganda of Swadesh Art1¢1e§§?3 "ocuadeshi
Andelan” ("Swadeshi ngvuwonig?: *Aine Kesari Aur
Heharibate Aznin® (s review articles of two books
written by Maulvi Zadaullah), In the last article
Premchand sttacked the author for his antie
nationalist views, Premchand defended the aims,
methods and sctivities of the early hationalists.
He refera to Gokhale's Budget Specches in order to
refute the author's %1§3§~ By reading this article
one ¢an form an apiaion-af P:mmchahd'sfun&aratanding
of economics of Imperialism, He supports his views
from Ramesh Chander Dutt's book Maharani Victorie
Kg _Shasan Kal Me Hindustan, The views sxpressed by

the early nationalists on drain, and poverty due to
exploitation through trade, indugtry and finance,
are echoed by Premchand, here. 7That Premchand in
the hey«day of early nnﬁ&eﬁaiiata appears to ﬁnvn

139, v%am;na, June, 1905, See Vividh.Prasang,
in three volumss, Hans Prakashan, Allshabad,
1962, eds by hmeit Ref, op,cit., pp.17-20.
140, Howevex, this article was published in Avage
~Fhalag, 16th Rovember 1905, See Vividhe
141, Zem April, 19505, see Yividh.Prasang,
Ibig w;asﬂ“n : . 7

142, Ibid, Pp.35-36,
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been iInfluenced by %mil as fs indiceted Ly one
of his articles in zmm fie quotes from Gokhale's

The plesent sat-up of sdministration
is sapping our physical and mental snergies,
Ve are forced to accept a life of want
and humdliation, At every step we afe
raminded that wa belong to a backward race,
our freedom iz throttled yuthlessly 0 as
to reinforce the foundations of the current
asdministration..VWe are fast losing the
moral foree which is the hall-Mark of
evary independent race, This conditions will
sventually result in thu extinction thmqh
dAisuse of our ability to govern and wage
war ourselvesy and our race will fall so lcw

- that we would be rendered unfit to my«»
thing except the mest menial tasks,348

Aguin, in the same article he gives sn account of
Gokhale's politics

It 4id not escape 8 man 80 wise and
learned as him thet sn alien govermment
rust ever do without public sympathy snd
be sudject to donstant misunderstanding.

It sust very carefully consider each step
it takes, Bearing this in mind, he has
never done anything to demean or to dlse
- the government m tha publie opinion,
nt, on the other hand has, whenever the

143, As Amrit Rai points cut “thexe is no doubdt
that Pramchand was tsught his fizst lesson
in the gliﬁc& of pstriotism not by Tilek
ut by @,*

Wb‘!ﬁl‘ » p&ﬁﬂ.

144, Ses Ramal Kishore Gayam Sn.tite, De3B,
y Alsc see Amrit fm.; % caht,

Pr+88-80, ' not trece & w article
since it ia wt memam in any of three
volumes of Vi

148, aoted Macit Rai M PP-88.89,
’ ‘rtmiaggw by me, ! *
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opportunity srose, talked with grest

pride of the enocrméus benefits that have

soorued to us due to the British rule,i46
But with the march of times this faith in British tule
was erofed., In 1905 Lord Curson divided the Bengal in

_ 4’

two parts, It %produced a wave of mswnt‘m’énzg This
anti-pagtition agih&t;lm Boraw inte the Swadesh move- -
ment which gave cohesion and vigour o scattersd and
timid mmiﬁ‘., his movement gave & "stimalup to
cottage industries and oven large acale enterprises
of various sobfB*, 1In the resim of eulture sleo 1t
heralded new movements, & new type of *nationalist
poetry, prose and journalism, surcharged with passion
and £11led with idealiem, was bAER®. The remarks of
Dr.K,N. Panikkar about the national liberation struggle
are very very pertinent i

"It is undeniable that national liberation

struggle is not simply a political struggle.

The ideclogy of nationalism is = highly

ennobling spirit which inapires creativiey,

helps transform social institutions, ushers

in new values and enables the growth of now
perspectives of social relations,*151

146, ﬁnom hy m&t Rai, Eng&rau BpsCitss D86,
347§ ] & ' e H ot 1 & n3 .

seme author e
Belhi, 1563,

148, Bipin Chandrs, edom Btruagle
Trast, New Delhi, 1972, Dp.BS.

149. Ib4d, p.69,.

150, 2Xbid.

181, “Roots of Cultural Beckwardness™, Msinstrsam,
f:ﬂﬂ?m;&?; 1981, ﬁaigc




40

¥hat 4id the Swadestiimovement mean to
Premehand? Plrstly, Premchand conasidarsd sw;adtahi
grovement ag & great driving force for promoting
inaigencus industeialisati3f. He furnishes his
own ways and msans to develop the indigenous indus-
tries. Secondly, he took Swadeshi movement as s
grest source of inspiration for creative writers,
as he points out in the Preface to Ssus~i-Vatan +

The literaturs of a nation reflects
the mareh of time...The partition (of
Bengal) has awakened idess of revolt in
the hearts of the peoples. Theas ideas
cannot £all to influence literature,

The few ahort stories presented here
mark the beginning of this influence,
It is hoped that, as our ideas tahe

- mhaps, literature of this type will alse
hecome increasingly populag, Swch books
are needed by the country badly in order
to impress the imprint of paumt&m on
the coming generations.i53 .

152 Premchand wrote two articies on Swadoshi
movenent {(see this dessertation, Chapter X,
ps31) vhere he gives his own vieuws on Swadeshi
and slso methods to spread the propagenda
of indigenous industiies,

183, aug?a by Madun Gopal, .&m M
Pebls .
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Phe apicit of Swadeshi also gave impstus o the
sra of militant nationaiisn, It 1ed to the
formation of two factions within the Indian
National Congrass, the Moderates and the
Extremists. This led to the strugyls betwesen
these two groups culminating 4n the Surat Split
of Dec,, 1907, Premchand was more inclined
towards the extm&%g:, Their methods sud strate-
gies of poisitical a,c:&io@ sppesled €0 hinm e moORe
regazding
Premchand held in dfstrust the
very ides of conciliation in an unequal
£ight, He belfeved that nothing could
be gained without a hard struggle and that
the public must be preparsd for it at the
sarliest. He believed that there was no

other way except dipgct confrontation
with the Governmentl™:

154, As Daysnarayan Nizam rscounts @
*Politically Premchand was inclined
towards the axtremists rather than
the moderates. W¥We hed doth attended
the Ahmedabad Congress as observers
and had staysd together thers though
he was partisan of Mr, Tilak and X &
supporter of Mr, Gokhale and 5ir
Phmrozashah Mehte. ¥We would constants
iy debate the question, but each
stuck to hie guns. He regarded minor
reforms as insdequaste and wasn't at
a1l reassured by the Minto Morley ox
tontague~Chelmaford schemes,*
Quoted by Amgit Rei, Bng.Translation,
Qgcﬂiﬁyy ?t'?;

188,  Ibid.
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The patriotism and sacrifice of the revolutionary
terrorists also deaply touched his ssnsitive mind,
When Khudiram Sose, who was just fifteen years old,
was hangsd on 11th xugust, 1988, Premchand seems o
have been highly moved, He bought a picture of
Khudirem Bose and hung it in his hounse, Amrit Red
racords 3
| ¥nen, on August 11, 1908, Khudiram
vas hanged, thoughts of agreement departed
from his (Premchend’a) heart, any Xind of
Bgreenent, i vcsg desp hurt fllled his
heart, but also thers was not s litils
prids, and Munshiii wvho never had hung
pictures of anyone in hiz house, went
out and brought back a picture of Khudi-
Lam &gg hung it with great love in his
The influence made by the snationalists is
svident in many of hiz works, His wvery first shork.

story "Duniys Ka Sab Se¢ Anmol Ratan®™ is an mﬁ?

156, uoted by Robert O.8van, %t} pcﬁﬁa
According to Madan Uppal, "It was an act
which a Covernment servant in those days
eould not think of, even in his wildest
areams,”™ opacit., P65 |

157, T™his was included in Sog-i-Vatan which vas
a colleotion of five short-stories, The
book was published in 1908, The stories

© are ¢ {4) "Duniya Ka Sad Se Anmol Raten®
(*The most priceiess jewel of the World®,
zamsna, 1907)y (i1) *Sheikh Makhmoor” j
11) "Nahi Mera Vatan Hai” ("This i» my
country®, -1907/1909) 5 (4v) "Shok Xa: -
Purussksc® {“The reward of Penance”)y :
{v) *sanserik Prem Aur Desh-Pres* (*The
gggé?xy iove and the love for Country®™,
:
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The story poses and answers the gquestion 3 what ie
the most priceless jewel in the world. The tears
of a father who is going to be hanged? NHo, The
ashes of » wife who burns herself on husband's
funtersl pyre? Ho, It isthe last 4rop of dlood
shed for the fresdom of cne's m@.
{included in SoseijVatan) a vanguished king on his
death bed entrusts his crowm | and sword te his son,
with the dyisg wish that the successor defend his
eountry even &t the cost of his 11fe |
«++This country, this ¢rown, this
public sre yours. 7Try to take them under
your control till your death and if all of

your sfforts fail and unfortunately you
2180 mest the samm fate as :hwt. then

hand over the erown to your ggaam
mmmn&mtm:nmm#

These stories weare written to Gvoke the faslings of
Wﬁa This book stood as & landemark in author's

156, L eVats mzazm

389, | mﬁa 9;»2202%

160, - rasvati of Allahabad mentioned this

short stories in its colonn of book

m«w faz ws,zm.: » . ssThe atories are

recraational and full of message, A reading

of thepe storiss makes s Jdeep irprint of

love for country. BSuch stories are badly

nesded thuiﬁm. mﬁvha:emmeurlm
benelit L A8 8IYess™

Quoted by Madan Gopal, Blggraphy, p.67.
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1ife, "because from thin book his struggle against
the foreign rulers Wﬁ"m These stories had the
“affect of & small but well placed borb under &
tm&x’ Maturally the book was considered & seditious
work and 1ts young author wiis ssked ¢o deliver all
the volumes to the government and slso to submit,
whataver he wiote sfterwards to the authorities for
scrutiny defore 1t vss given for publication, About
500 coples were burnt by the suthorities®® 1¢
mm%&mmmtamd&smm

163, Hans m,j 'W; W Padde
162,  Piraq Yoraxhpuri, quoted by Ranbar, fbid,

Pedd,
" Writing about Ssuzei-v i (surntng
M ago, saw the p mnmum of o

. We 8T8 usell Lo better stuff ¢

what this wvolume conteins, Its ﬁhia! nerit
lay in Ats vxm traatmant of patriotie
smotion, We may through these stories now
without beding a&‘ ected in any sxtraordinagy
manner, but thirty years ago they had the
aeffm of » seall Mt nu placed bonb
masr a tank,*

183, Ses for full details, Shivrani Devi mtxmﬂ,

DB e Cisns PPQZ*"'?? and Anrit Rai,

Sipahi, pp.108=-108, T

Alsc sse Premchand's lﬁ‘hﬂt‘ to nigm, dated

13th May, 19155 LHNRAEN . Vol 3”!1"’30
Premehand thl a dmuua aceount of :

the selzure of £ , An his/oall sutde

biographicsl Swes, nwry, Jivan-Sar®, gp.cit.

164, Amrit Rad,  PellTe
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Secondly, Premchand supplessnted these stories

with thes atories from legent and history of Rijmhu% |
By writing thess awrigg? Premchand wanted to show that

168, mﬂm thia pcrws mm vas :Mmty Inspector
of Schools in the sducation department of Ramirpur

mmm According to Madan Gopal "the folklore of
the regions around Hamirpur also provided rich matarial
on the traditions of Rajput warriors vho fought the
foreign invaders to maintain the independence of India
in eit!imxt circumstances, snd of Rajput womesn who
mude grest sorifices for the gﬂnmssan of valuss
such as honour, bravery, fidelity, faith, love, the
will %o triumph over difficulties, sdmiration for the
Husdband, nlt~mmt and the niigm conventions®,

OPR Lt s Pe73

166, Thess mum w» mtm & fowy are 1 (1) *aaa!, 8&%
. dhav, tm Bapts, 393?’5(113 “ALbhav( 3‘&*;2#!24
included in the , VOYlaX, DOST.

(114) *Rafa Hardmul® (Zamans, April, 18100,

. *Rani Sazsndha® was the first sueh story in which
the Rani offers supreme sacrifice in the csuse of freee
dom, The plot of the story, as pointed out by Shishms
Sahni, *is charged with intenss feslings of patriotism
and synchronices with theemotional > of the times®,
{"pPramchand as Shortes weitex”, m-zs in an anithow

lncg Ereschana eg, by z:ar. Kagendra, Bensal & Co,Delhd,

The story "Alha® atRespts to recapture the stmose
phere of Chandela brevery and patriotism, Alhs and
Uddal are tws brothers hs the service of Rsjs Parmaldev,
the last of Chandels Dynssty. By their valour the
two bBrothers subjugsted many kingdoms for their lord,
But on ancount of a gourt intrigue, they are exilad ang
come €O take up service in Xing of rsnauj's Court,
Missries bafell the kingdom Of Raja Parmaldev, 1In the
sbsance of these stslvarts Xing Prithvires attacks the
enfeabled kingdom and the desperats Raja Parnaldev
despatehes meassengers to Alha and Uddal to ¢ome o hia
suecour, Recalling their humiliaticn at his sxstwhile
mpaterts eourt, Alha exprassed his unwillingness to
anfend the besieged m#m; But his mother axhorts
both her sons to fight for the freedom of their matheore
land, Patriotism eventually prevails upsa the hurt
ogt of Alha and Uddal and they both procesd to rabut
the invasion on thelr native country,
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the projected action has a precedent in the nation's
ennsle. He 414 it Decause men who wish to maintsin
status quo can fight the new 1des by calling it demonse
trably alien to the spirit of the people, Seseondly, it
is the patriotic pride rather m aulturistic selfe
Justitication that animates Prevchand’s tributs &
Rajput heroes and herolnes, Since cur vhole culture
and gysten of values was in ¢risis, thare was & burning
nead to srouss the sense of pational a;gni&-

invoking the Rajput hama Be mtnd o ssaken pride
snong the ndisns and forge an emotional bond mgam
the men sweking changs end the heroes of the past,

Prechand's fdess wers more strongly shaped by
Gandhiji, On 8th Feb,, 1021, Mahotms Gandhi while

>

167, AcCOraing to Rubert O. Swan, Pramchand tried to

taach nationalism “under the disguise of Rajput

muaz? inatg;d of desoridbing the current scane,”
se Pl

3188, ‘mls m Algo & part af the struggle against the
Hegenony of Coloniser's culture, "It is ganerall
within the culture that wwe find the sead of omlz—
sion, which lesds &2 the mmrmq and devalope
ment of the liberation covesent,*

"Rational thuum and Mmm“. Speech by
Amiloar Qabmx, kukn $o the Sourcey, selectsd
spueschess sd, by Africa Isnfoyma m Sarvice
Monthly Review Press, Hew York, 1973,

169, Loan derived feon Levenson, Joswh R Lisng
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making & tour of Borth India resched Gorskhpur and addressed

8 hugs gathering of about two lakhs, There he advissd the
people to leave government jobs, colleges, universities and

join the nonecooperation movement, Premchand was ons of the
many W&mﬁ&a Indiang who took the ¢all snd resigned his
mt jab. On 16th Pabd,, 1921 ha was relived of his auﬂm

AN

l“i!% % kmw M&; m messes of students, lawyers, Kissns and
. Omanentesacrificing wonen 214 at this time sllows us o
s86 that Presthand was not the only one who resi his
Job in Peb,, 1921, The scens impinged upon every T
dosl shich helps to explain, the intensity of hia thinke
ing, f£feeling snd writing about thess svents of nationsl
Wﬂ‘iﬂﬁ#* Robert O,5wan, M.g pgg?i

178, &es Dr.Xamal Kighore Goyanka, mm. ps8ls Al2o ses
h mwnﬁi Devi wmhm. pp.amsz. .&ua ee
Amrit Ral, XKs, | , 7 and Nadsn Sopal,

ODCite s DDs} 3"’" 'f '

Pramonand hismself mentions adout m resignation in
& Jettar written on 18th Peb,, 1531 to Munahi myaawan
Bigam *“Yesterdsy I resigned from governwent service, My
vesiognation wes amw todays 1 propose $o bring out
Seess, and ax hopeful of" *&éﬁ““iﬁi money. T heve had

" o of s g MONeYs SVl

this in mind for » long tims, and umsuwmy
anbieion may now be mnuaa‘* Chhiths Fates,X, p.illa
Cadted by Anrit Rei, g vs DD a}."' Pelli

Other possibtle reasens m» vmhm;‘n gepignation
might bave besn s (i) Preschand being a crative writer

- must have besn feeling how Jifficult 4t was o write
‘against Inpsrielism while ranaining pm of the boresys
eratic maohinery, Thus Heng Raj ‘Rehdar® remarks that
*flsttery irritatsd him, that is one of the ressons m;f
Be resigned from job which decanded boute1lficking,*

Rahbar quotes one of his latters written to Nigam "My
sense of frostration is not podpted by anything more than
having €o 4o what I think I should not do. I want ¢o
steike out on my own, and take orders, only from myself,
Nork whan I want o, and take lesve only when T want 0%,
'MA%*: P76, (11) Second, while making & survey of the
schools in rural sress he had Deen getting a direct ex-

. geience 0f the sxploication of poor masses by government
afficisle. Shivzeni Devi stetss that wherever he went thw
villagers were resdy to qiw it a8 well as gifes ¢o
him bscause it hed 5 practice. Premthand
always refused such acfmr u.m z‘hﬁrﬂ. he felt himself
frea after gquitting bursavcracy. This in fact vas & form
of pmmt waim& calmial state,
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what attracted Praschand to Cendhijl was the
Jatter's efforts to jdentify himaslf with the
Mﬁ. Gandhi had besn rawing the sttention
of the Congress Party tovards the villages. He
started nonecooperation movament making pessents s
tha bass of the agvemsnt, Premchand had slready
depictsd the miseries of Kisens in Premagharan
befors Gandhi came to the forefront of Indian politics.
Thersfore, Pramthand found ia Candhi & man who was
eager to solve the problems of pessants. Amrit Rat
brings hows the point s
T dith the coming of Gandhi, Prenchand‘y
sharp eyes focussed on him, *lth his instinc
uunmwxmm;:mmmumamaw
something. How different from the chaire
sitting policictians, this man was sho
balisved that the £irast meaning of politics
wap service of the people, who went amongst
suffering 14, who tried to understand
their mubgm. and ghaved In thely pain and
sorruw, and asrousing them led ther Aints the
stroggle.”172
- hifi'a and Presthand's interests becesw nymhm
nined hedld?
here was, hovever; & vital difference, While

ths Colonial State as enemies of the Kigans, to

172, C(ooted by Robert O, Swan, m; pt”i
178, ?rm& points €this cuot to his wife in one
pir mn;;mtiam. Sae Shivrani Devi,
HITIEN
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Gandhi Imperialism was the main eneny, Gmahi
tried to subdue the secondary conadictions of the
society snd organise all the classes of the Indian
society ageinst Ymperialism,

Bince the Wﬂm movenent was at its
height, Premchand considersd his duty “to propagate in
fiction what Gandhi was doing in po;iugf* It is
£rom his stories of 1921-1922 and 1930~1932 written
during the non-cooperation movement and civil disobe~
8ience movensnt that earned him the right to be called
*the storysteller of the Independence Movenent, x:s

Premchand hailed the nonecooperation movement
led by Gandhi in the article "Varatman Andolan Xe
Raasts Main Rukawaten® ("The chstacles ts the Presint
Novement®) published in October-November 1921 in Zemana,
The article vas & ahoZt in the m of the none
ecosperation movement. At that time the emqhm's
interest in the nonecooperstion movement was £lagoing.
More end more paople wars coming to think that movanment
had faildd to achieve sny results. The students had

1"@ ﬁﬁh‘ﬁ 0’ m; 3 b P
p.88, buke anﬂrl &Y

175, Rem Vilas Sherms, Premc nand y K&
Raj Kamal Prakashan, De ' .
quoted by Robert 0. Swan, m&u p&s,



50

v

sot left their echuools and colleges, the government
enployees had not resigngd their jods, and the lawyers
had not relinguished their profession, But Premchand’s
articie refuted thess remarks with its very opening
sentence, “Till today the current movemant has bees
sdvancing with success but the situation is getting
dangerous every day®. Though the students might not

have D14 farswsll to the colonisl educationsl instie
tutions collectivaly but the movement did instil in

them the consciousness of truth, the feslings of

sarvice and sacrifice which would be very useful for

the nation in mmgf The govarnment servants and the
lawyers might not have boyootted the Celontial State

in the form of resignation in large mumbers dut 1% ie

- certain that ££ﬁ.y pat cent of psrsons belonging to

thess pmunim look upon their profession with
ﬂojﬁetisﬁ%? They no longar teke pride in their status,
Thoss who £ind some alternative device to fesd thelr
fanily, lumediately resign their ;%%'i. This s the
aschisvemsnt of this movemsnt, %Thers is no aspect of

1ifs which has heen left unaffectsd by the aon-coopsration
178,

177,
178. 1bid,

179, Zbid, p.33,

ang, Vol«2, P23,
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But there is an inherent threet to the movement
that can atmegate its impact, Premchsnd perceives
t?:}ia danger in the apprehsnsions of the supporters of
- status quﬁmxaﬁdﬁd gentr?. government employeses and
athezauﬂﬁo are over-anxiocus "to protect their life .
sbd property, chastity snd honoBES” For too long these
minions of the Rej heve lives a sheltered life, ouch
1ike the worts in their cocoons, end now the riots at
Arza, Rartarpur and Hopalah have jolted them from their
complaceB®d, As individusls, many of them may be up-
right men having a fair understanding and even sympathy
with the swtives of the mass-movements, But as a clanss,
they find that thelr interests lle mors in a:tmngthanmfg
the tytmicai hands of the enlonial power to suppress
the mpvement rather than to join their compatriots in
the struggle for fnem. They would like to reap the
benefits of the freedom without having ¢o participates
in the ruff and tumble of the turmoll,

Premechand warns the psople of Indis in genersl
and this class in particular of this untenable stance,
The goal of swarajya, he gays, calls for sufferings,
secrifice and wholewhearted dedication !‘f'm%om and a1, -
The lsckadaisical approach of the liberals can only
inspire feelings of selfishness, greed and opportunism,
thereby further strengthaning the hold of the oppressd®d.

160,  Ibid.
191, bid,

162. a4, paid.
iBs, D25,
184, .
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The next obstacle is the conflict betwesn
the self«interest of Zamindars and cspitalists on
the one hand and the paasents and workers on the
other, The non-gooperation movessnt is baged on
truth, fustice end the prineiples of dmem%gg
The trends in the world are indicative that future
ltes with the peassnts and workites the sympathy
of the Congress s alsc vith the dovntrodien,
Surprisingly, the Zemindars and cepitalist find
their selfeinterest thréstened by this movement.
Therefors, they may create hindrancas ¢o this
struggls for ma’gﬁ '

The most intricate issus is the cuastion of
elualin m&& In spite of the rancor which
affectsd the commnal snity in the last two decsdes,
thers is a tresendous slement of unity betwesn the
two commnities mﬁ?é-" mt and the Xhilafat movemant
s cerenting the tiss. Premchand dispels the doubt
of the Hindu communalists that the Indien Muslims
are sacrificing more for the Khilsfat than for the
~ struggle for Swa 9}. He sums up this issue of
commumal unity with the remsrks "Briefly speaking,
all this suspiciousnwss sod ciiticiem is an idle one,
For the Hindus Zhilafat is the best opportunity to

186, Ibid, 191, Ibid.
168, ,
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win ths hearts of the Muslise and they should
vholshescrtadly mpw:t this issue md m this way
eatablish the base of & permsnent mzw.

But in spite of Premchand's thw and
wishful thinking about the Mindu.Husiim unity this
problenm takes a serious surn vhen in ﬁ‘ebraafy 1922,
Candhiii suspands the non«cosperation Wnt and
& tunder of communal riots occured in Mrth mﬁ{aa

- At this jmwrt Prenchand sets two tasks
before himseif ¢ (1) continus keeping people in the
mood of strugyle against the Colonisl State by tnse
piring them with unflinching courage, In this vein
he vrote Sangram a play (published 4n 31923) and
Rangbhumi (which he started writing on Oct.,1, 1922

192. 1bid.
193, Maarétng o Jawsherlisl Mehru *,,,thic sudden
tling up of & grest movement contributed

w s teagic development in the country, !
8rife to a sporadic snd futile wviclence in
the political struggle was stopped, but the
suppresssd viclence hed to £ind a way out,
and in the following vears this perhaps
sguravated the communal trouble, The communalw
ists of various denominations, mostly gautieal
resctionaries, haf been forced to lie
because of m sverwhelning mass support for
the . ration and civiledisobedience

movesent., ZThay emerged now from their petire

mente, M othery, secret servics agants and

pecple who somight to please the suthorities

zeﬁmung conpnal fxiction, also worked on
#ame Qhﬁ&pns

EONLY Pt london, 1939, pp.86«87,
. ﬂ@: 3“@* Ft 34,343,
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and conpleted it in April I, 1924 and published

in Janmary 1928)r (11} Jdeveting his full energies
to the thams of conmunal amity. The prodblem of
communalism is the recurring theme of Premchend's
ﬁmﬁiw works written mainly between 1920 and
1937,

International events had exerted abiding
infiuence on Premchand, Of these, the Pirat world
war and the Bolshevik Revolution were pavhaps the
meat important. Thess events led Fremchand to reflect
on & variety of problems rsleting to the World Politie
cal Order snd socisl developvents, both ¢n India and
outside. Their impact iz &iscernidble in his article

o

!.94.. Robert O, Swan rightly points ocut that *Precchand
during this period and to the end of his life,
fought the battle of communal unity with the
argument that without it there could be no
national unity snd without national unity
ﬂ;g? tould e no independence.” pop.cit.,
PePas
Also ses V.5, Raravane, ou¥ecits, p,,as.

Also ses Maden Sopal, 7 Mﬂm

P31, He points out "Me was the ambeaaaﬁct
of unity: he presched rxeconciliation snd
amity even in the darksat days of conmunaliism,
Fearleasly and boldly, he expressad the hypo-
Mnin of all pam”; thus alienating many
people,”
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*Purans Zemsns ¢+ Nays 2maf3g§¢

In this article Premchsand sets ocut to €ind

the ressons for the exploitation of the poor and
wenk netions It fs, in his undorstanding due to
the growth of modern netichalism and the development
of capitslism, Nationslism, in spite/of being a
progressive ideclogy, yet provides vested interests
in the world . ’

It (The Modern Nationalism) wants to
commer riches all by itaelf snd does not
1ike to share with others, It will stuff
its bally when others are starving and
laugh when others shed tears of snguish,

If it wants %o clad itself in red and if

the colour of Mood be red, it will not
hesitate to slaughtar others o dys its
¢lothes red. If & piece Of man's heart

can invigorate 1t, & thousand man will be
seen butchered with its dagger, It accords
its own existence the suprems importance

in the world and would nost bother even 4f the
rest of the world is destroyed, Selfighness
is its religion, its Bible and its path, All
humane sentinents and moral guestions give
way to this insatiable lust,.196

195,

1968,

2V 1 se VOLel, DDP258Bw
hlished in Zamann,
Peb., 1919;

This article is indicative of the gqualie
tative change in Premchand's vision of
society, Herws, Premchand, contrasts the
value system prevailing in the ancisnt clvie
1igation with that of prevalent in the
modern times, According to him the governing
factor in the encisnt times were 3 unselfishe
ness, ethical values, spiritualism and human
valuesy while in the present times all the
human relationships are governed by the domie
nant value of wrey, He presents the past
rather as & standard o judgs the prezent
than as an alternative of 1it,

Ibig, p.260.
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Tt is this nationsiiem Desed on capitelism
. . R i
which has led ¢o Inpetialisn, which in turn has
brought forth an alisouit struggle for extstence in
the mﬂ:ﬂ;

The modem nation has set & gozy of
strugole for sxistance in the world, and
suth communities as have not so far atm
mfamﬁiamﬁm ars ths targets of
attack of Imparialism, 3I¢ goes forth to
afvica and clsanses its forests and vales
of the Pagan blecks. It comes to Asla and
raises the slogan of culturs and m:&tﬂm.
Bo one can doubt its good iantensions, 1%
dmmzmﬁa«mmmﬁd&uttm
¢5 ashes any city et it i¢ & ot eoinete
dence that the 1ife of any ‘nonenation® that
falls into the clutches of this nation m!

" to be pestersd with dismay and humiliation,i9®

2t fstrue that the intersaction between tlations has
strengthened human ulm&&; The whole of ¥ngland
raises & hue and ory if there is any injustice done
to an English businessman in China, There is ery
for blood and ait&gatiggg - 38 & Prench paper is
benned in & certain State the antire Prench world i.t
sat aflame with mémeim. ¥as thare sver such t
fealing of unity and symmthy?

N -

197, _%&Q‘ Pa28é,
¢ new age belongs/the traders and Jto
yggg, He has mountains of wealth and is
evarsing the land and the seas in his
pursult of riches, he has reached the limits
of the skies, How the whole world forms h:u
dorun of WOrkesa"

198, Ibia, - 8-1 5
199, 1bid, p.263,
200, Zkid.
203, 1bja.
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But the truth is that this unity and syreement
15 based on the relstive sovereignity of naticns
rather than the considerations of hwmiagf How is
thet & whole nation x-'s« roused on hesring sbout the

- humiliation of a single individusl in & faresff place
mﬁmmhm&ywwmmmummW
of our own neighbours snd friekds? why faghe |
Buropesn capitalist, ‘laum as he is in his maghie
ficient bost of luxury and riches, 4oes not bother
sbout those hepless orphans who ars eaught up in the
whifipool of puverty sns mietgg:? Capitaliss has
brought about inequality in society, There is an
ever~widening dispartty Detwesn the rich and the poors
the industrislistecspitslist snd the proletsiiie,
mr a3l thn talks of equality no roal eﬁﬁmﬁ is sade
| to rm the imquaxuy and othes 1lls of the modern
soeiety, In the inimitable wr@yw Premchand, “the
leprous body is being garbed in a gsudy &mﬂcg

, I spite of the destructive aspect of the Pirie
World War, it has, objectively, crested & situstion
which has brought forth “the manifestation of the

- 202, Ibid, p.263.
- 203, ZIhid. '

04, 2big. :
208, Ibis, p.262,
08, mqu, ’




58

might o2 the Guwd hngzﬁ Pramchand hails the
new swakening smong the masses of the world, “rhe
manses are the real victors of this wvar, This world
#ar has done for mggg«a vhat even the Presch Rewos
lution could not 45, Even & starving worker has coms
to recogniae his worth and he doss ﬁgﬁ.»!imw to go |
Ming hefore the sgents of eaptugggm He khows
he is the backbone of his nation's prospecity and
the uilder of hie nation, Hs hes become aware of |
his fundsmental rights and knows how to fight for them.
Ko longer can the bourgeoisie teke the working class
for granted, Yor the capitalism to retain its hold
on the workers, it has nov to bribe them with a host
of ﬂfﬁﬁ. Another fruitful "outcome of this Yorld

» foels Premchand “gs that oppressed nations have
started ssserting themselves against thelr subjection
by the stronger netdcnfis

207, mg, Pa268.

208, °Swadesh Ea Sandesh® (“The Messege of Motherlana®)
] xdegh Snmgt Fmﬁghm,m?s. roughly 1918,
‘b VT 5 » 9‘ »

309, *Nays Zamana : Purana Zamens®, pppieit., P.36S.
. 210, Ibid,

211, Ibid,

212, “swadesh Ke Sandesh®, gpricit., P.20s
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*tasgue of Nations™ is slet the result of
Begond ¥orld Wax, Premchond haile the formaticn of
the*lLeague of ¥ations® end pins great hopu on this
ammzsmag. He regerds it & grest m&me of
mwplae!mmﬁﬂs mmmtmaf Indis
joining the body, Premchand opines that the Saner
eonteadictions within our socisty will have ¢t ba
resclved first, Untouchability will heve to be
banished and the urben diss of the socisl reform
organisationy umva? Dus care will have %o be
paid to the upliftsent 62 the gural Indis, Indis's
salvation liep in the smancipation of its m”af

But vho is to perform the task of upliftment
of the masssa? According to Prenvhand it is the duty
of the afucated people to remove the mass Alliteracy
and ignorance and thus inculcste socisl and political
consciousnsss among the msgz It &n this "sducated
and moneysd cloas® vmien is leading the Swuars) m%% \
But these aduceted wa the advocatss and landiords
kesp themselves engrossed in helr own aselfish motives

213, "Maya Zaane s Pursna Zsmans®, mu Pe 287,
314, “Swedesh K& Sandesh®, oorlcit.s pel2,

28, zbid. »

26, Ibid.

217, “Pursns Zamana s Naya Zamana®, g@gﬂ Ds 287,
218, Ibia.
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while paying lip service to the sufferings of the
nossll? wne poor pessants, though illitarate, can
ser through the political venesr of the leaders and
turn & deaf sar to the empty slogans of Swaraj |
éhmmhythgf But Premohand sees hope in the
coming age. The contemporary happenings wm& the
arrival of the agw of "worksrs snd veasansil, The
Indian wwyg cannot remain mﬁww t;y the world
events snd not even the Himslayan peaks can prevent
the invesion of the new vifid: The Russian Revolution
and the FPirst World war have brought an mmm of

the Indian nggg In near future, lakhs of Indian

219, Idid.

220, “Thers is no resson why they should prefesr

: your rule to that of the foreign rulers. The
peaganta crushed as they sre in the jaws of
tyrannical snd selfish landlords all the
tine, . ccannot for sny understendsble reassn
desire to see them as their rulsrs, Is thete
any surety that once your claws sre upon them,
their condition would not reslly get worss’
Today you have given d¢ svidence to the sfilect
that you ars their wellewishers, If thers is
any evidence, it is to the contrary, it is an
svidencs of Jyour selfishness, your gread, your
P ,f:;';mﬁtw in th rti le *The Contampoe
a0t e article
ra:y ne:wme ai Premchend® 4n the bdook

pmehand ZTrivute ed,by Dr, Bhishax Sahnt

X | andt published by world Peace

Wxx anﬁ m& Centengry Celebrations

Committes, New Deihi, 1980,

221, “Rays Zamans 3 Puraha Zamens™, opri.cites D.208,
223, IbAd,
233, Ihid.
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workers, ertissns end soldiers will be returning
home, bringing with them the stirring mﬁm
of the fres countriss of the mg‘ M will motivate
their competriots to fight for zm
Thus, Premchand’s intellectusl formation hed

gone through a perfod of continucus evolution, shaped
very much by the socicwpolitical circumstonces. His
srestive endesvours had clear starp of these influences,
They were not the products of cervaln recoived ideas,

but wers firmly rooted in his own 1ife -éﬁpeﬂ-mqg
 For example the thems of wosen's emancipstion in his
- WOrTke was not simply the litersry expression of the
19th century reform fdess, nor the psasant exploitation
an outeome of the influence of the Bolshevik revolitien
alone, They were sgually borne cut by his own 1life end
expertance, It would be useful to understand the works

of Dremchand within the context of this genersl backe
qmw

224, 1Ibjd.

228, Ibid, Ppe26Be269,

224, A= Robert O, Swan rightly points cut “The grastest
influsnce upon Premchand was hiscbirth and growth
in an Indien willage, When this ultimate influence
entared his works, it gave them their “Premchande
ness® and thelr *Indlarmenss.” The social messages
tached on were literarily incidental...® 0p.08%,

TeTs )

According to Indernath Madan Pramchand “never
missed an oacasion of knowing the poor peasants in
his villege., He made earnest sfforvs to mix with
them, 1ive with them and know their hardships.”
SReCitys DeR27.

One of Premchand's friends comments “He smelt
ths maases, he saw into them®, CQuoted by Hans Raj
‘Rabbar', gp.eit., .89, |
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Ay imaginativa rocreation of the condition
and sxploftation of the peasantry is one of the
central concerns of several works of Premchand,
Some of his works like Premagharam, Kazgmbhwmi
snd Godan are significant from the nature of
pesception of ths unbridied tyranny let lovss

‘on the pesssntry by various interests. berhaps
very few Inadian writers have equalled Premchand
in this reapect, Pramchand iz trouely & bard of
rural Indis - & bard who 41d not tdealise the
Indian village, but exposed its Mtt&u in s
very effective manner, Thias aspect of Premchand's
fiction forms the subject of this chapter. Yor
the sake of clarity it is discussed under four
heads »

The sxpleitation of pessants by
{A) Zamindars |
(3} Moneylenders
(€} viliage Council or Biradari and
{D) The Buresucracy,
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The Wﬁ system is pmmm by Premchand
as mmmzmtermmiurgut the peasants.
The Zanindars adopt various ways to sxploit the
tenants. One of thess s the persistent incresss in
landerent. The tansnts are repeatedly threataned
vith lewesuits for sugmentation of rent. This is
practigsd by the Zamindacs ostansidly to evict the
tenants. 7The rising rent is a constant drein on the
resources of the psasant Ma Half«fanished
slready, the peasants ars unsble to pay the rent.

- How can thay? They have hnmzy anything hﬁt with
vhich to quel, Mrhmw The tenants wonder why

1,

Hans vz-umm:.nunma.
bham , ﬁm nskuhm, Mhhsbaﬁ,
mom A;m & m’ wa., mea, 11960,
2Q 5 ~- Bgneyam, W@p Piﬂ"?i
3. Ppe harasn, 16 tanant except Sukhu

Shary,; g8ts even & squate mesl to eat,

‘x'hh ia wxamt from 8 Lets~a-tetes anong

the tenants, Balraj poses snd answers the
' gquestion “"Can you name any one except Sukhu

Chaudhury who eats meals twice & day? Theve
are tenants vho have to live on just
(Miscellanecus parched grains) and thae
only once a s thers are others who minttin
themselves on ugtz & sxall guantity of
(bariey), &0 mt gat enough food to sa
thulf hunger,® PQ‘QA
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this increass in rent irrespective of the produce
Of the 1andi The rent has been increased by such
&Mghrmﬂm that it often exceeds the value
of the pmdtxca. The cultivators ars cotivinced ma

the eultivation does not provide thew sven with
suttictent tood to ont.

(™ M aalnj, in Prems phazamn mttmm !m !cnw
. Singht “Xa it anarchy? On vhet
xid m’g mmt maz iwt?; Mﬁn the imr?‘
m o8 "Have no price of grain gone up
To this Balraj counters *1f the prices of grain
have gone up, then the wages of the labourers.
hava also been fncressed, the prices of dullocks
have also spiralled, izon-<ews and wod are also
costlier now, from vhose coffers Wu will
some?* p.53.

. Eon M.«_iv.'.zz.am,iu Pravchand points ocut about the
mifarable ¢onditions of tensnts as a result of
peﬂzsmt increasse in rent ¢ *Cursing their
fate, remsining naked and starved, and dying
1ike dogs, people continmusd to t1l1 their flelds.
mt sise could they du? Many had migrated o

the citfes and taken up evploynent thers. Some
had bacome ladourers, but still thers was no
dearth of tensnts. 3In a predominantly agricule
tursl country farming ie not merely means of
sarning livelihood it iz sleo & status sysdo).*
Quoted by Sudhir Chandre, "Premthand 1 A Hige
toviographic View,* E.P.W., April 11, 1981, p.870,

¢.  Ses prsmashersn, p.5
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. Bazxana is aﬁamr oppressivs messure adopted

by the Zamindsrs to exploit the tensnts, Along with
‘this Sasrana the landlords mske ssversl exsctions such
as ghee, milk, etci The story of Premashagam procesds
frem an incident when Girdhar Maharaj, the ghaprast of
the landlord Gysnshankar, ordersthe villagers to provide
Ghee on the ocecasion of the desth anniversary of the 018
Zemindar, In the market, ghes mells at Re, }/» per
Chhatank while tengnts are asked to supply the provision
at ‘the rats of Rs.1/= per seer (16 ghhavanks), Por
every ci&ht sears of ghea they ! sell’ to ahi?smsaham

- of the Zamindar, they get psid only for five seers,

It is a strange world shers the seller actuslly gets
puorer by salling his wares.

M “rhe number of such tributes can be maltiplied
ontil it covers virtually all the varicus kinds
of agricultural produce sad their dysproducts,
Bugar-cane julce, sugsr-cane leaves (for fodder),
gariie, coriander, gur, hides, blsnkets, wood and
several other items were taken as tridutes,. Thus
the entire cultivating populstion sdded to the
coffeors of the landlords m m fam or ammr.
msm ﬂuyct sisdiqui, Aqraria y Rors

hing Rauu, flew mm.,, 19?9* p.mh
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The zm&uu axtract money from the tensnts
even on the occasion of !utivalnf The Zanmindar of
Sodan sdopts subtle methods to extract money !m the
tenants to celebrate the festivel of Dushehayn, Re
does not entrust this job to his Rarinds vhom he knows
to be dishonest, This say besmirch his good icage as
well, therefore, he entrusts it o Hori, 2n humble and
honest pessant, Hori has & good image amongst the
tenants and the Zamindar knows that the tenants will
not consider 1t as an sct of extraction Af he collects
meney throvgh Hori ia the neme of religious Eeledration.
The sffect is further melliowed down by giving Heri =
role in the Ramaleelsa, even if that of s gardener of
ring Janek, Hori is then used to “Urge all the
tenants to show up with the propsr donaticns ’
In fact Ral Sahed of Godan emtracts averything

8, Sse Godan, ppu35-38,. The sconemic
’ condition of Hori 1s already tumning from

b2d to worss snd the donstion for :muam
of Dushehara further deteriorates his
economie condition, When Shola saks him
Bt have you scorapped up any money to
presant £or the oCCEsion,..?* Hori
replies *I'm worried to death about that,
brother, My grain was all weighed out at
the village barn, 7The mastar took his
share and the mzmﬂ&r his, leaving ne
Just ten poundsese.’

. 3018, D
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£rom the tenants be it the occasion of festivals
of Council slections or gifts to the officials and
bribes to the eaitod?

{8)

The excessive land-revenus demand, Nsarana

and other tributes exacted by the landlord severely
affected the economic condition of the tenants.
The entire system was such t!iaf. he was compelled to
borrow £from the moneylenders, m mnsyleﬂﬂer;ég as
depicted by Premchand in his worka, is & heartless
tyrant, and yet he is indispensable.

10, As Gomti, the wife of Pandit Onkarnath, the |
editor of B rightly tells her hustand
about Zamindars in genersl and Rai Bshab in

particular ...?or every pice they give you,
they extort four times that amount from
- thelr tenanits..." Godan, p.218.

Aisga auhp. 3%%. when Rad Sah;b mmm
to know that the v megyp_z%f as:mpa ;
a fine of Rupees hundred upon He

amounie has been misappropriated by the v&ilm
alders themselves, he ¢alls his 5@_5;%&_!;_._
Nokheram and shouts at him", .. What tight does
the village Council have to come between me
and my tenants? The only income I get from
villages comes from thase fines and penalie
ties, The rent that i3 colleated goes to the
government, and the tenanis make off with
sverything elses 50 what does that leave
M. e o® And he extracts this fine from the
village Elders but Hori is not spared. He
had to pay his fine to the Village elders,
by mortgaging his house to Jhinguri Singh,
and pnet.i.ng the entire grain of his Crops
£rom his pito the house of the Elders of
the vulagt_ pay off ni» fine,
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The moneylenders belong generslly to GLpper
Castess Brahmans, Thekurs, banias ett. But there
are moneylenders who belong to lower«Castes as
miﬁ In fact, the villagers are $0 hardpressed ,
that anyone who possesses ten or twenty rupees
tan set himself up &8 a mneymn&ﬁﬁ

Premchand has deplctad such moneylenders,
who alse m'* 48 agents of rich moneylenders in
the city. Jhinguri Singi: in Godan is one such
fc:hétscur who has seversl men under him in the
neighbouring villsges, The Xarindas slsoc 4o
moneylending business besim thelir job as agents
of Zamindars, Pandit Nelheram in Godan is the
&m of the estate owned by Ral Ssheb, Besides
his salary end extrs money swindied fram the
tenants by illegsl methods, he runs & fiourishing
business of moneylending to the eimtsg The
Petweris (revenmus clerks) alao are running this
11, See Godan,

12, Zbid, p.126,
13, Ibid, v.323,
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business, Lala Pateshwari in Godan is such a

charscter who is a *worshipper of mﬁfliea'
He slvays trisd to ®inspire a life of conflict,
setting of firsworks of m' kind or mm&?‘
He makes 8 profit out of the conflict among the
villagers,. He deals in moneylending and smasses
a huge fortune out of this businesd®

But the nost infamous and wicked of all

the moneylendsrs, as depicted by Premchend, are
the Brahming, the village priesth] Premchand
han depicted one such character in detall in
Sodan, Pandit Datadin, MHe mekes & profit from
2ll sides and sucks the blocd of the tenants

14, %‘ P.330, Premchand describes him thuss
“rLala Pateshwari wos a living sxemple of all
the virtues of that class of men known as
Patwaris., He cpldn®t bear €0 see & peasant
encroach even an inch on stme one elast;
iand, nor could he hear to see & peasent
hold Back 3 debt to o monsylender.s.”, p.330.

15, mota,

18, “By loaning five or ten tfupees at a time £
the poox, he had bulle up & fortune of
thousands., Taking produce frem the farmers,
he wonld present it te the court officisls
and Police, thereby building up a great
raputation throughout, the region..,®

Also ses the commants of Gobar about

17.

Pateshwari “"He's a sneaky one-setting fathers
against sons, and brothers against brothers,
He teams up with the Zamindar's men abd cuts
the throat of the tenants, They can plough
their own f£ialds later; f£irst they have o
plough his, They can 40 thelr own irrigae
ting latery first they have to do his*, p.261.,
See m *6“& Ser @Chun ‘; MQV\.‘S‘«VO\/Q’() V& ,4")

PP. 189 - 156,
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1iks a leach, He will pose as the champion of
religion but in reality is evil incernsts, Whataver
be the occasion he is bound to get something from
the tensntd®

Hori de in the clutches of Datedin,
vhenwwvar Hori is in trouble and is starving, Datadin
comes running to him with a show of sympathy and

G . " -

18, Gobar on his retum from iLuchnow, remarks
to Pandit Datadin;

“How could thare be & shortage of anything
in your house maharsj? As a fanily priese,
you ¢an go to anybody’s door and come back
with something in hand, You pspple gst
sonething whenever there'a a birth, a
death, o narriage or a funeral. You work
the fields, You lend the woney, You set
a8 brokers, And 1f anyone nmakes &
mintake, you set a fine and ransack his
place, wWith all that money, your beliies
still aze n't £full? ¥hat good would it 4o
you to pile up still more? oxr have you
worked cut smme way of taking it with you
to the next wrid? p.260.

Pandit Datadin himself bossts to other

moneylenders:

Y.esMay De you think of the Patronage
wagm ag begying, Mtbg cinnmr it as

good a8 lendowning or banking. Fropercy
may be wiped cut and banks may £ail, bdut
the Patronsge of priests will last forever,
As long ss there arc Hindus thers*ll be
bratmans and there®ll be Payments to them,
Daring the merrisge season we ¢an sasily
reke in £wo or thies hundred just sitting
at homey and with s real lucky bresk, 1'hve
knocked off four or five hundred at timese
and that's nat counting the clothes and
kitchenware and feasta, 7Thers's always
something ceming up at one home or snother,
Even when there is nothing going on, I atill
get ofterings of a few annas and a meal or
two a day, SHeither Property nor moneylendin
offers that kind of security...", pp.302«30%
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lends him something to keep him alive, He doss
not want Hori to die becsuse in that case he will
lose a hen who lays golden egus, That is the
zeastnh why Datadin helps Hori whenever he is
in troubld? He advances him grain, seed and
money and in the proctess appropriating the land
and making Horli a hired lsbourer,

i’w One of such incidmts is when Hori's flelds
reinain without being fallowed becsuse his
bucclocks were impounded by Bhola sand for
Datadin this 13 a ¢dlden opportunity, But
he has o prepare & ground in order to keep
Hori in his grip. He comes to know that
Horli and his fanily heve not eaten ing
for many days because there is no grain lefe
to est in the poor peasant's hut, ?mmfcm
Datedin comes running to Bori's house and
offers him sympa and obliges himy '*mmz;‘l

Datadin chided him gently, “"Rothing to

ezt in the houss snd you 414 n't sven tell
me¥ It's not as 4f I wers your enemy.
™his is vhat provokes me sbout you, Ny
dear fellow, wvhat is there o he enbarvas
agaﬂ e:x :uwwd n;gut? Ya're all one, a
after « What you are a an
I & brahmin? We're all ons iw AlL
of us have our ups angd SOWnS.s." Aml then

he offers hin sseds and grains, ¥Not, of
coutse, free but by weighing down the
gquantity and inscribing it in Hori's account,
See D.221 Datadin offers him gseeds and ia
ready to do the sowing done on the condition
that he will get one half of the produce.
But Hori 18 “in & quanéary™ snd accepts the
proposal sfter s great deal of thought, And
Datadin gets all the work done for nothing.
Hori's whole family pitched 1o as vwholee
heartediy as though the whc}.a CIop vere o
be theirs, This step puts Hori in the
clutches of Datadin !of the rest of his

11fe, making him s hired labourer of Datadin
gﬁ ultimately his land is appropriated by
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The way the moneylenders sgueeze tenants
is indicated 4in é farcical drams {mochk~play) enacted
by the villagers of Godan on the vceasion of fegtivel
of Holi. 1et us quote one of the scenes here 3

The scene opens with farmer coming and
falling weeping at the master's feet, The
Thakur agrees wvery reluctantly io advance
the loan, After the Jocument has bheen
prepared, the mgﬁnﬁw hands five rupees.
"The farmer taken aback and says s
‘But it is only five, muster,®

"That {5 not five, 1It's ten, Go home and

‘Ro, your honour, ft*s f£ive,!

tone rupee goes for my tip, right??

*Yes, your honour,*

‘and one for writing up the note?'

tvyes, your honour,*'

- tand, one for the official form?’

‘*Yes; your honour,®

‘And one for my commissfon??

‘Yes, your honoux', _

‘And onc for the interest’,

*Yen, your honour,! :

‘Plus five in cash, Does that make ten
or dosan't i1t??

*Yes, your honour, UVow please keep the
other five also,?

*Are you crasy?!

*Ho, your honour, One rupee is a donation
to your younger wife, and one rupee is for
your senioxr wife, One rupee is to buy batel
leaves for your younger wife to chew, and
one 1s to buy them for your senior wife,
That leaves only one rupse-and it can fos
for your funeral arrangement,20

20, Ibid, pp.267-268,
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There are two episodes in Godan which
fllustrate the callousness of the moneylenders and
the manner in which the peasants' misfortunes sre
turned into situstions of advantage for themselvas.
The firnt-maug to the poisoning of Hori's cw by
his younger brother and the consequent vieit of the
Police~Inspector for mqnirﬁ The Police-Inspector
and the Villege elders join together and ;ncplc.it the
ignorance ana sense of family prestige to extract
money from ‘hiﬁg The m}.endér becomss his

21, This i» ﬁéri'?a' firat sppearsnce before the police,
a.g;!lm is frightenesd as though being led o the
gallowss

®.es¥nile beating Dhaniys that morning, his 1limbs

hed swelled with sxcitament, but in the presence of
the Inspector, they shrank up like the legs of &
surtle, The Inapector's critical look penetrated
all the way to his heart, The Inspector was highly
exparienced in evaluating men's nerve, and expert
in practical psychology though he knew nothing of
the subject academically, One glace st Hori and
he was sure this would be one of his good days,
Hori's f£sCu showod that one threat swould ba
sufficient,” p,137,

22, Heers, the culpriz, has already fled away from
his house and the Inspector seizes upon this
opportunity to gnsa something, He threatens o
make a ssarch of Heera's house, Hori's heart
palpitates to heay the word ‘sesrch®s “Hia brother
Hira *s house to be searchsd while he was awayl
vell, any such search would be over Hori's dead

It is now that the village elders Datadin, Jhinguri
Singh, Mangaru and Lala Pateshwari come to the
rescue of Hori. This is a golden opportunity for
these village sldera to plunder Hori by jeining
hands with the PolicesInspector, They lead Hori
away from the erowd and suggest to him to pay sone
money to the PolicesInspector, But Hori shows his
helplessness bDecause he does not have even a single
pie, The elders consult each other and then
Jhinguri Singh advances him a loan of thirty rupess
to pay as a bribe to the PolicesInspactor,
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*hanefactor® and helps him out by advancing money to

bribe the officisl. 7Through this incident Premchand
lays blame On t’hw systen which pmv&&u no justice to
the pemaat.

Godan n conteins ﬂvﬂ.d socount of the extent to
ﬁhmh the pesasants are in the clutches of the .
moneylenders. While the villagers are harvesting the
crop the moneylenders surround them from all the
directiond The sugarecane is taken to the milf end

23, ".ss¥hed the moneylenders saw the cane being
hagvasted, their appetites sharpened asg though
mice were gnswing their entrance, Imlari came
running from one direction, Mangary from another,
and Matadin, Pateshwari and the henchmen of
Jhinguri Singh £rem a third,* p.226,

24. The tenants had already sold the standing crops
of sugsrecane to the sugaremill since they wore
in need of cashwpayment, "acme had Dullocks to
buy, others had to psy off the gent, and some
watited to get cut of the clutches of the
moneylenders..+", pa224,

All the tenants were in debt ¢o a’hmgun 8ingh,
and their chief concern was to kesp the *
from £alling ints hiz hands, amxu it would
all beo gobbled vp, and the next day the tenants
wonld have €0 go asking for money agein which
would mesn new papars, new fees and new gratuities®
when Shobha says “let us devise some means o avéid
Minguri Singh™, and “offer some commission to the
forsman® Hori replies, "Jhinguri 5ingh {3 twice as
clever as you anf I together, Shobha, He'll ¢o
and get the money straight f£zom the cashisr snd
wi*ll be left gaping. That Khanna who owns the
mill is the same Xhanna who has & moneylending
business, He and Jhinguri Singh are in the sane
recket,.® p,225,
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stationed himself at the gate of the mﬁjﬁ; He

gets sach person’s cane weighed, takes the payment
s1ip, collects the money from the cashier, and then
deducts whatever is due to him and the balance he
hends over/the concernod mm:? The tenants /[to |
sopied and ahrieked” but he *paid no ;tﬁmo?:‘z.
Hori receives hundred and twenty five rupees.
Thingurt Stagh “deducted his full dues wng;-f‘wm
and turned cut some twanty-five rupees to him, Horil
throws sway this amount i anger st first but then
reslising his helplessness picks it up but just
then he is accosted by Nokheram, Heogl *handed him
ths twentye five rupses and, ’with%t & word, walked
- quickly away, His hesd was reeling.” m fact
Girdhar, Shotha and all other tenants meat the same
fate, Some take to wasping, others to cursing their
fate, but Hori conscles himself as "though a fire

25, Po 53’54
26,  p. Ibid.
27, Ibid,
28,  Inid.
29, Abid,
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30

had durned up the sugarcane’

The noneylendars keep the tenmts in their

grip and herssa them by charging exorbitant rate of
interest hecsuss they ars aware that the governmsnt

30.

'Gird?ur meiﬂs one snns in his mouth
and takes to arink.

¥ith the monay received out of the
sale of sugarcans, Hori has been able
to clear off the debts he oOwed to
Jhingurl Singh only but there sre other
moneylenders slso who ave slways ‘
pestaring htm, Hangsu is one who
losned him £ifty rupmes five years back
and now it has added up to three
hundred supess {The principsl amount
is £ifty rupses and the rast is
interest).

Thera is Dulars, Hori had borrowsd
thirty rapees from her five years
betore, "in three yeasrs the loan had
seached a hundred, and then an officisl
note had Been signed, In the naxt €wo
years the intsrest hed grown to fifey
ropees.® 0,226,

He has to pay 0 Datadin as wu
Gobar points ocut to Hori *,,.he gave
us thirty rupess, So nov he will
collect two hundred, and on top of
that give you & tslling off, ¢at you
to work for him, and keep m slaving
awggimn he's killed you,*
yt -
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b

, 31 ,
cannot halp the %ﬂ&ﬁ%‘g They know that *law and
32
justice kelong to those who haw'mw.“ ‘Tharefore,

| they can sasily bank upon the helplesgnoess of the
tenants. Their helplessness is pethetic, For,
they are caught in » net and tzhc’ more they strogyle
the more entangled they get. They sre #o much

L

31,

It &8 clear from the Alscussion among the

maneylenders

Pt.Datadin asks Jhinguri Singh "Have
you heard? The govermment s telling the
moneylenders to cut their rate of inkterest
or gﬁt cleims won't he accepted in the
COULEL,

Ihinguri siﬂgh replies *I know only one

thing, Pandit, ¥%hen people are in need,

they will come to me & hundred times for a
loun, end I'11l charge interest as I plense,
As lowy as the government does n't work out
some aysten of providing losns to the
farmurs, the law won't have any effecct on
us. We'll write dows a lower interest rass,
but from svery hundred rapees we'll dedust
twenty-£five in advance, ¥hat can the
goveramant do about thm?" pdﬁﬁa

mwuu Singh states “,., It is already

a law that a moneylender can’t be to0

severe with a debbtor and that no Zamindar
can ug ﬂmmns§ & tam;;t; Bur;d:hat
sctua ou mee 1t eve

the ndar has beaten them with thelr ¥
hands tied bshind their dacks, snd the msoney-
londer does his talking with kicks and
shoeseee™ pgﬁﬂit
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aiaillusioned that they do not hope to get out of
the clutches of the moneylenders in this life,

To this helplessness, Premchand does not
suggest soclutions outside their own world of
sxperience, They are sngry, indignant snd resent-

ful. But 8ll that they do, at least in Godan, 1;}_

to wish for some calamity to befallfthe moneylenders.

)

Biredari is another ingtitution which is the
enemy of psssants. Linked with it is the question
of the conseicusness of the peasants i.e, their
slavishness to customs, conventions of the Biradari
and caste and pessants’ fstalistic aﬁﬂwk.

n Soden Premchand has adnirably brought out
8ll thegs prodblems and he has done so around the
‘question of fine imposed 'ﬁwn. Hori by ﬁm viliage
amlm for giving shslter to his dauvghtersin-law
who was illegally married to his son. What the
village am:r: raised was the queastion of morality.

L

33. . As shobha, Hori's younger brother, says
*Can't you £ind some way to make Jhinguri
Singh cateh Cholera?  That would £fintsh
him off for good.™ 225,
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But how shellow is their morality is exposel by
Premchana by providing insights to their own 1ife
and charscter, |
The prominent members of the Biradexi are

Pandit Dstadin, Matadin, Lals Pateshwari, Jhinguri
Sirigh and Rokheram, ’

. Pandst Datadijis & *village trouble-msker®

poking his noss into everybody's bun&ma

Datadin’s son, Matadin hinself *"took on a chamay
'girl® snd the whole village knew about this affair
but *"nobody 4id anytlmw about tbat? * hecsuss he ;mu

s,  Premchand coumments 3 %, ..He had never comnitted
a theft that was too dangerous, But when it
came time for sharing the bhooty, ha was always
prezent, Somshow he always mansged to gat off
unscathed, He's not vet paid a single picoe of
‘rent to the Zamindar, %hen the beilif showed
up, Datadin would thresten ¢o throw himself
into the well, leaving Nokhersn helplass.

Yet Datsdin always nenaged to have money o
lcan out at interest o tho tanants,..He play
frisnd to both thieves and their victims, No
one in the village trusted him, but he was
such & shravwd talker that even those who'é
just been deceived walked back into his trap...”
PP 154.188,

35, thaniys ssys to Datadin *,,.Bich people do the
pamo thing and no otie says anything to them,
It doean't sffect their standing, w: only
when the poor do something that their reputa=
tions sre ruined, The rich prefer to save
face sven ot the cost of others' lives, btut
we dontt.” p.154.
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on a caste mark on his forehesd and reads the

holy bocks, and does “penance for his son by bathing
riméa Therefore, his reputation doss not mgﬁ.

. Matadin himpelf had lost his caste, as the Chamary
of the village had thrust a pieca of bone in his

36, And what are thess religicus rites? These
are related to the religion of xitchen,
Datadin himself explains to Jhinguri Singh
".s«81119a has never once crossed the
threshold of cur house, not to spsak of
touching the pots and pans..." p.301.

And Premchand comments “Datadin had deen
quite a profliigate in his own youth, but
he'd never neglected hiz religicus rites end
duties, Mstadin, like s worthy son, was
following in his father's footsteps. The
erucial elements of religion were ritusl
worship, fasts and scripturs lessons, and
the obsexvence of taboos asbout cooking and
sating, ¥Yhen both father and son held
tight to these crucial elements, how could
anyone call them wayward™? pp.301.302,

Also see p.222 for & comment 1
*vesPlety is judged by the obssrvance of
rules sbout sating, If these rules sre
folloved meticulously, & person's piety cane
not be questioned, 3 habits become »
shield protecting us against any sccusation
of unrightescusness.® p.222. ‘

37. Hori has reslised that *low peopls were
actually low only in name-it was the uppsr
classes who were reslly low-minded,,..if
rich pecple had no sense of shame, the poor
folk would have to bear the shame for
them,* p.147.

Hori's reaction to Matadin's appesrance
is » "Thet butcher! displaying his caste-
marks as though he were God's truest devotes,
The painted Jackal] who'd touch the fest of
a brahman like thet?™ p,364,
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mgg for ill-treating & Chemar girl, sutyn.

vhou he hed taken possession “body and :mai" Yat
he is a respectable member, since he could afford
expistion threugh purification by Enmgg. Lala
Pateshwari's record is no better. He is lecherous
and has 11114:& relations with his maid anmut who
is a sm!am Shingors Singh had two young wives

a8, As Siliyva's father Harkhu thunders at
Matadin ", .. You can'e mk- Brahmans out
of us, but we can make g out of you,
If yoi're willing to ma rahnans, ouy
of-whole community is aqxuabn.; As longy

as that's not possible, then %&%;
£at with us, drink with us end uvn

use If you'se going to take awvay
honouyr, then give us your matn' g,soss

sztiiyt's mother shouts at Datadin ", ,..We're
%, though, 80 of course, wve don't

ave my honour! wWe'rs not taking Siliys

avay alone, we're taking Matadin with her «

the ons who ruined her, You're plouss .

you'll slesp with her, but m’t drink

water from her hands™, p.308,

319, Ibid, pp.303-30S,

45, e edt 2laborate sacrificiasl ﬁn had besn
arrangad for the cccasion, great number of
Brahmans wers fessted, and lous of sacrafd
versass and formilas wers chanted, Matadin
was slso ragquired to sat pure cow-dung and
drink cow's urine, 7The cowedung was to puri-
fy his mind, while the urine was to kui the
gemms of impurity in his soul™, p.414.

41, M Ps323,
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villadd. He nad merried them after the death of
his first wife from whom he had five children, 7The
lest of the elders, Pandit Nokheram had a mistress
whose husband he hud enticed to his house by provide
ing shelter vhen thrown out of his own house,

Thess ares the i{llustrious men who sit ina

Judgement over the-morsls of Jhuniyas, the &augmu'a
in«law of Hori. xfb wvas they vho gave the nkaiet
that "by taking QMI whore into his house™ Hori is
sspresding poison in our me&agy" and that a woman

1ike that ahould have ’hﬁr head chopped off™, One

of '.thm. Jhingurl Singh had sven suggested that Hori
should be exiled from the ﬂxuw bocause he will

i

41,

43,

.m%mt my:ie wers oo scared of Thaimr
Sahib to say enything openly, and there was
no oppertunity for open scandal anywsy. With
the husband as a front, the woman could get

- away with 311 kinds of things, Only those

with no such protaction have s problen. %The
Thakur Sahil ruled his wivegwith an irone
hand, and prided himself that no outsider had
sesn sven their vells-but he knew nothing of
what wes going on behind those veils™, p.157.

As Lala Pteshwari pronouncass *,,,.Just think
what tha sffect of such insolence will be on
the village, Won't other widous in the village
start following Jhuniya's example? Todsy this
happened in Bholae's house; tomoOrrow it may
happen in yours snd mine too. After all,
society is based on fear, 1f it loses that
weapon, imagine what chaos wouldbe let looss

in the worlad?* »p.156+187,



(98]
()

pollute the whole village and if this "kind of
wickedness is tolszated in the village, no¥ man's
nonour will be sazdfs o

A ecouneil of such self-righteous and morally
. bankrupt men decides unanimsusly that Hori smxa
be fined a hundred rupses sand four bushels of grain,
Approval of the whole village is taken to complete
this farce. Though, Dhaniya refuses to accept the
judwai“g but Hori sccept it without any demur. Why -
does he do so? We are faced here with the questicn
of Hori's slavishness to u@a&um’, cugtoms and
conventions of his cormmity., To Hori the village
council 4s “the woice of God. Whatever they think
fair mist be ascvapted migﬂ Horl csnnot think

- _ " AN

44, P 157,

48,  Dhaniya rsjects the judgment outrightly,
*They are no judges-they're devils,
absolute devils. They just want to greb
our land and possessions for themselves,
Calling it punishment is just camoufluge.®
_?01596

46, Ps158, He says that “if jc's God's will
that we leave the village, thera's nothing
we can do about it*,
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of s 1ife outside the caste, He refutes Thaniya's
argument who says thst she has nothing to do with

. v
Qﬁ!%fi

Hori tries to calm down Dhaniya by explaining

that thay are "all bound to the caste®, and that they
»ean't breiak awsy fi‘am‘gt" The fear of caste "VaB 80
strong that Hori was carrying sway his grain on his
cun hend, as though digging his grave with his own

handas®™,

He vorks whole night carrying his ¢grain sack

by Si& from the darn and stacking it &t Jhinguri
Singh's place, ¥Fothing is left behind, even s handful
of grsin for his ahﬂﬁ:gﬁ‘ But all this material, the

L

47,

48,

49,

m:min shouts at the villsge alders “...We

don*t have to stay in the caste«staying in the
caste won't bring us salvation., We're living

- by cur own sweat now, snd we'll keep dolng so
- even 1€ you ocutcastes us™., p.158,

- She is not prepsred to pay even s single
cowrie to them,

. eobe pist bow o whatever punishment they give.
1% would be better to hang ourselves than to
live s0 shameisssly. If 1 were todie today, the

psople of cur caste would carry sur bodies o
the pyre. Our salvation depends completely on

; the Casts..+"« D159,

Premchand comments:s . ..Zamindsy, moneylender,
goverument - pone of them could have inspired
such awe, FHe was sick with worry as o where

"~ his children’s next mesl would come from, but

feay of the caste and community kept goading
Bim like 8 demon, Life cutside the caste was
unthinkable, The marriage sacrament, tonsure
and sarepiercing rites, birth and death cere-
monies«all were in the hands of the caste, His
11fe wan like a tree rootsd in the caate, bound
to it heart and soul, Outessting would throw
his life into completa chaos-he would be uttsrly
shattared,” p,159,
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oilseeds, peas snd vheat, fetches his a paltry sum
of twanty rupess. 7To have the balsnce of sighty
rapees, he is forced to mortgege his house to
Jhinguri Singh. |

Hori's sense of adherence to _@ﬁ and
traditions also is responsible to make him & victim
of Datadin's cunning., And .it is precissly becsuse
of his sense of dhsrma that he falls in m eiﬁwﬁ
of moneylenders, He does not ask for receipts becsuse
of his faith in their sense of dharma., Gobar tries
to convince Hori thet he should not pay back Pandit
‘fatadin more than what is due to him, But Hori cannot
hold back sven one pice because it is sin w keep

“brahmin's mnc?i

i

- 50, Madan Gopal xightly points out, "The past is
Hori's only argument, He is slave to custom,
he i» superstitious, he acts and behaves
exactly in the same way as 444 his fore-
fathers. And he does sc because they did so%,

. BRycite, Dl429,

51. ",seBlt & gurge 0f conscience swapt through
Hm-i*s heart, If it had been the monay of
some lowar caste landowner or merchant, he
wouldn®*et have worrisd much, but a brahmin's
money! Hold back even one pice gnd 1t would
have to ba paid beck in blood, God forbid
that anyone f£all victim to & bDrahmin®s fury.
The whole family would be wiped out, iesaving
no one to light even a siagle lmg or offer
sven a drink of water in the hone
Pe270,
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Horits Zimancial condition is already in @
moss, deteriorates further when this fine is imposed
upon him. He 1s s0 burdened with debt that his jacket
‘and blanket are tam:'tgf and he 1is pot sble to
replace them, Hori does notice that Dhaniya‘'s Sard
i3 in shreds snd it has been “mended so often® that
1€ is *"nothing but a mess of patches®, But vhere is
the money to buy her a new sari? He cannot recall
*a single day when thers had been something left over
after paying the rsnt and the my&m&gﬁ, And the
"iim suins him emplggtlya Row he has no grain to .'.ud
his mny and hm:m

- Q P

52, Hori muxs. *The kaat had been made uu
yem ego. Shaniva had prectically forced him
o get the material that time when the Afghan
M&lar had come around selling cloth., what
- tyouble it had brought on, and what curses
they'd had to sutfer fyom him on account of the
debt! As far the blanket, it was evan older
than Hori. Az a child, he had alept under it
nifldled next ¢o his fsther, As & young man,
he'd shared it with Gobar during the winter
wonths, And now, in old age, that same ancient
blmkst vas still his companion, although like
a detayed ama painful tooth, it was no lenger
ef mich use,” p.146,

$3. m P«146,

84, *Hori's entire crop had gone to pay the fine,

- They somshow struggled through May, but by the
beginnin g of June not & grain was left in the
houge, Five months to feed and the food supply
utterly sxhausted, Evan 1f two mesls a day wers
fiot possible, there had to be at lsast one, If
stomachs could not be £filled, they zust at least
be half filled, Afeer all, how many days could
ons live without food? ,..%ut a man couldn't
work wvery well on an empty stomach...” p.185,
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In fact Mori is not the only one in this
hopeless condition, 7The vhole village is in misery
and there is *"not s man® Iut wears 2 gloomy expression
a8 though sufturinq has *drained the iife fmm him"
ang :!s‘mmaqhimmauk»ammmu

The other most important institution that

exploits the poor pnsamts s the colonial buresucracy.

sichand has consistently exposed this mnmugﬁ.
He regarded it as en cosrcive instrument of the State.
In almost all of his works this machinery is depicted
as & symbol of the repression by the State.
Premasharon aztem/a classic example of the
manner m which the peasants are sxploited by govern-
ment officiels particularly the low paid, iike the
ﬁ‘.ﬁ@t&ﬁht orderites, constables, ‘!hé- forced labous

85, my m& abaut. ai4 t;haiz' work, were crushed
and suffocated only becsuse this was written
in their fatm, Life held neither hope nor
joy, as though the springs of life had dried
up and all greenness had withered awvay,..The
future loomed darkly ahead with no path in
sight, and their spirits had becone nunbed,
The mounds of garbage piled up by the doors
£11led the iy with stench, but no odour
resched their noses and no light their
They ate whatsver scraps cames their way ike
engings taking in coal,..Flavour mads no
aiftferencs, ” they'd lost their ame of taste,
And life had lost all £lavour €00,.4% D427,

56, The wariocus institutions of Etate cosrciof as
depictsd by Premchand, are : police, courts,
pﬁmm. revenue officials, etc,
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{£ree labour) or beger is the most comspicucus
manner the government aﬁﬂciﬁi; exploit the
villagers.
I tm village of Lakhanpur the locals of

the ;wﬁm thers are two encampments;
a Deputy Collector's and the other that of & top
police offiger, Both these camps 1let looss thair
minions, chsprasis, orderlies, constablss, etec. %
:m:k at the poor villagers like so many birds as
pray. The characteristic phrass used oy Pm:ham

87
for these officisls is valtures.

The very opening of Premssharsm indicates how
the poor villagers ave pestered by mu*inmggﬁ
After & day's forced labour in the camps, 8 group
of exhausted men are talking in the svening, During
their chet, 1t is wavealed that this is the camp of
the officials, The enbittersd villagers reckon thet
the native officers sre more repressive
and inhuman than thelr English

7. his tm of animel imagery is repested in
may of his later novels also,
4 3 Dr. Shanti Rumar says about
tmu officlials, "I don't see aven 8 single
good man, Like wultures, all are anateh
the sZlices of flesh cut of the corpses of
the poor*, 9;190&

58, This is the proper word used by Premchand for
m etzs.cius in later part of the novel.




mmtg‘i@g’m. They grumble sbout the lesinessSafa
corguption of the spineless patty huresuerats.

Before describing in detail the Deputy Collecs

tor's (Jwala Singh) encanpment, Premchand takes pains
40 :
to comuent on it. The suthor states that the idesl

5.

50,

{a) As Manohar says s *Brother, if English would
1ot have been in this countryry the officials
of this c¢ountry would have devoured us“,

And Dukharm Bhaget agrees with his viw. PaPe

(b) Evm m.‘la 8ingh, the Dr.eonmtat gives such
about his collsagues. He tells
Gmnhanka: ¢ "IT tall you, there ars, such
gaszla peoplatho go to the extent of worshippe -
sven the house-stewards and orderlies
(wmamt:} of their superiery officers
(English men) to ensuze that they (the atten.
dants) may praise them before their g_a_r%mu
Whoever gets a 1iffle suthority he considsrs
himself a boss, He ceases to have snything
to do with public and his country.men, In the
presence of English aduinistrators they will
becoms the incarnation of politeness, humility
- and virtue as 1if they are standing in the
. presence of Cpd but when they ¢go on & tour
their demesnour with common-men and even Zamine
© dars becomés overbearing and officious as if
they were the sole arbiter of the destiny of
conmon folks.* Ibid, p.35,

Premchand comments: ",,,As8 & certain type of living
beings who are neither animals nor birds, come

sut in search of their livelihood after sun-set,
cover the terrestriasl sphere with theiy sprawling
rowsy in the same way o different typs of crestures
come in the villages from the very start of the :
ronth of Kartiks and cover the whole of the village

. with their tents, In the beginning of rainy sesson

the {pertaining to Arrogance, excitement,
ta sm- and maths orginats and at the end of
y saagon the (pertatining %o ignorance &

darkaeu) insects an moths come into existence,
with their advent s sort of earthquake comes to the

_ vxuaqes and t.;m people hide themselves f£or their

1&“’- o™

»

upi also, the similer resentment against
the officials is voiced by Vesrpal Singh. Describe
ing the otﬂciﬂ: as a *Pack of Voracious mmn.
mting and devouring their prey together”
mmthatmmumhodymutun%m
preblams of the people, . 2o S
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_behing thess tours of suthorities is doubthesuly
the welfare of the public. 7The ides is to investie
gate the real conditions of the villagers, to take
justice to their doors, to listen to thelr nissries
o see to thelr necessities, to know their thoughts
ete, But none of these purposes is solved, But in
actual practice these tours have beconwe visitations

of the oppressors. Instesd of ameliorating their
conditions these visits bring witold misscies upon
the villages. The officiale eagerly look forward to
the good days when they will get full opportunity to
whiet their appstite, Wwhile on tour in the rursl
sreas they can have anything for asking s Ghee,
milk, vegetables, mest, fish, chicken, things they
yeamn for in the town and cities,. But &t vhat cost?
Nsturally, by plundering poor villagers, by beating
them snd by taking forced labour from thg‘&

The sscond sncampient in LokXhenpur is thet

of high ranking police officer., MHe brings along a
hundred strong retinue of K hari
officers, constables, chowkidsrs, ete¢. ALl the

-+ As Fadiz Xnan say to his fellows "Is it the
tour of the officiale or our death, The goat
I bad braugg:,npfa:mnubmumw

% ;muar tone mw:ohar talls his fellows

se people really create havos on us, '.l'hny
m here for the purpose of arrangement, to
deliver jusﬁae but instead they cut our
throats,s”

Ibid, p.S86,.
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pm&ﬂm for this camp ars emxtracted from the poor
villagers of Lakhsnpur, £52 . The Tehsilder orders the villagers
to cut gress and then nmix it with dung in order to prepare
& playground for Polo. The men mlangmqw 5 Upper-castes,
‘refuse because they feel it is the work of Harijens. They
sre beaten up severely with lsthis for the nonecomplisnce.
They work throughout the dey on empty atomach, their ballies
aching in pain and humiltation. This is perhaps the most
shocking episode of t.havmh

The most npmnsiw and therefore, m most corrupt
port of the ¢olonial buresucracy is the department of pezgam

62, At the time of departura of the officisls from the
village; the shopkeepers like Bisheshwsar Shah, Teli
atc, come for payment but nobedy paya ther anything
&8 most of the dh had taken
credit under fictitious nms. the shope
kesper insists on pa yrnent, he is thm&um& and iv
asked to bring his Accountebook,

The wily underlilings, however, evade the peymnt by
blackmailing the M with the threat to increass
his income~tax,

63, 1In Gofian y Remsevak, mn«in-lw of Hori, says sbout
t&m police and lawegourtss “The law-courts snd police
'orth are supposed to be for our protection, but

m{ one realy protects us, There is jﬁst lvoting all
sround, Feople are always resdy znd waiting to cut
the threat of anyone poor and defencelesss, Everyons
aroand here considers the fammer fair game, He can
hardly stay on in the village (f he Zoes not pay off
the Patwart,..The police chiefs and constables act like
sonsein-law. Whenever they happen to bé passing

- through the village, the farmers are dutyebound to
shtertain them royally and provide qltts and offerings
1est they get the whole village arrested by £filing a

' single report., Somsone snd the other is always turning
up = the head record-keepsr and the revenue official
and the deputy and the agent and the Callector or the
Commissicner « and the poor peasant is supposed ¢o
attend him on banded knee, He hap to make arrangenents
for fovd and fodders, for egys & chickens snd for milk
and gham e D24,
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The police has created such a terror in the minds
of the pecple that they Lecome nervous sven to sse
their faces. They arrest people in false casen.
Innocent men are srrested for no fault of theirs
and the astusl culprits sre never caught. If the
man resists he is threatened with dire conssquences.
In Gaban the police-men entrap Ramsnath and he is
forced to bectme an @Pmig? |

It is not that the poor pessants are covards,
they ars, on the other hand, as full blooded and
couragecus as anyone. It is rather the devicus means

E

64, In a short story "Updesh” {(“Advice", !
May, 1913), the Daroga {submitmmm
hinself sxplains to & landiord the mthﬁﬁi
adopted by hin and other policemen to hoodw
wink the common-man, He says *If there 1is
any dacoity, it is s grest boon to us
because we will have snough wealth then,..We
are the resl dacoits,..We will swesp all the
villages around and loot them,..I make up
false dacoitiss, arrest innscent mpxc e
give them real punishment,,..”

Mansarover, Vol.8, p.292. S

85, - The Deputy says "We will not leave you even
though our case may be spollad, we will give
you such & lesson, you will remsmber it for
whole of your life®, p.220,

And vhen Ramansth says "Will you make me
approver forcibiy?® The Deputy replies “Yes,
we will force you®™, Ramanath says 4i¢ is an-
interesting foke, And the Deputy repiiss! *lo
you consider it a qwd Joke to deceive police,
1 ¢an prove fust arranging two withesses
that you were talking of sedition. That (s

211 and you will bl put behind the bars for

seven years." Pe 226
The police is m A terror that the dwsllers
of the Basti of Pendepur in 2 are afratd

avan O make an appeal to the police that they
ars being evicted from their houses without
being pa!.ﬁ compeanisation,
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of police oppression they find themsﬁivna,unaBiJ to. cope

with, Hence, thelr impulsive reaction to shun confrontaw
tion with the minions of law. Horl in Goden pounces unarmed
o the Psthan dscolit vho is toting & gun in his hand, But

this same Hori becomes nervous in the presence of a
policesnafit Sangram & play published in 1923, dcpices how.
the officials snd the police indulge in corrupt practices,
A1l the guestions 1 the oppression by Zamindare, the
ﬁxualﬁy'mévyalaéém&ﬁ, bribes, the cokyedeup caaiz

66, Pramohand commenta that “Hori was L1)iliterate,.
Thaigh he uged to best a strong bulleock with a
atick but becomes nervous even to see the red
turban. He was not a cowsrd, he knew how to
i1l and be killedr ut he csuld not do anything

in the presence of the intrigues of the police,

who umugﬁ’yalk handcuffed? where was the money
for brires?® ».63,

Hari's cow &g poisoned by his brother ileers,

Inspector comes for investigstion and Hori is

summonad, Premchand comments hers that “Phis

was his £irst appesrance before the polive, and
he was frightened as though being lad to the
gallows, Uhile beating Thanive that moerning,

his limdbe hed swelled with excitement, bok (n

£he presence of the Inspactor, they shrank ap

1ike the legs of a turile. The Inspoctor was
pighly exporlenced in evaluating men's nerve,
sn expert {0 prsctioal Psychoiogy though he
knew nothing of the sublect scsdemically, One
glance at Hori end he wes sure this would be
ona of hia good dayn., Hori's faco showed that

one threat coulsd be sufficient.* .

67, Ag the Inspoctor hinmeelf says to Thanedar (Bube
Inspoctor) "I cun cesily extpract a sum of Rupses
one thousand from Ssbal Bingh by impliceting him
in o concocted ¢age,,.Khat ls needsd is twe or
three witnesses...And sven if the witnesses are
not available it is not difficult to trap even
the big people nowedwdays...” D131,
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and the forged statemants vhich the witnesses axe
made to mig up like mm5¢ the look by police
in the name of uu& « 311 this has besn deslt
with in this play.

48,

&9,

The Daroga entraps some villagers as witnessces
against Sabal Singh and makes them M&‘
by heart the false statements i .

arogs 3 Thakur Sabal Singh used to say
~ that the courts nesd to be upmm.
Hevar shouléd one go %o then, But
tha Raj iteelf is dased on courts.
The rejection of courts will shake
gne foundations of the Kajl.

(This is repested by averyone)
Darogs @ Decide your cases in the Panchayats.
All 3 Decide your cases in the Panchayats.
Baroga 1 He had directed you not to do
A forced labour for any officer,
All t (Similarly this is repeated by
' svaryone) . AcT W, Scene i, PP.A36-V37.

Sabal Sinagh, & Swarajist, shovs the piatﬁtu
through sagic lantern 2o the villagers. let
ug quots one of the scenesi :

uou&a ake bemq a&amm&, m ueh miala
lying there sxwnined, Any policeman who fancies
an object grabs it for himssif, Even the ornse
ments worn by the worsn are statched awey from
their bodies,

The two chartacters decry this dsy-light
robbery of the plice o

‘Patun 1 Cod save us from these tyrants!

A Risans They have come here o £ill their
belliss and the axcuse is that they
are inveatigating the case.

Fatu 1 God's vwrath alsc does not fall on them,
Sea! the poor men's houges ars deing

) searched,
Haldhar: 'mmt sort of search! It is a robbery.
spite of this 4t i3 claimed that
thc mzie:n protects ua, our life and
Fmﬂm * Al ¥ Weanades o Y.
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ﬁhat. are the causes of corruption in Mresue
cracy or in other words what is the ohisctive soclal
situation which drives them to exploit the commoriman?

A close reading of Premchand’s works has snabled
us to dlscover the varfous causes of corruption, An
sttenpt is made to discuss eseh point brisfly,

The police department dehumanises police-nen,
Premashay Prabhashankar, the uncle of Prema-
shenkar, comments on the nature of the police departe
mant, Aeﬁer&ing €6 him this departnent wipss out the
noble feslings of man, His comments are relisble
since his own m. ‘Daysshankar, {e slso a police-man
and he has given san impartial judgment sbout his ﬁzﬁ,.

0. ¥han Prasshankar is put behind the bars on
the chargs of inciting the villagers, Prabha~
shankar requests Gysnshankar, the younger
brother of Premashonkar o plesd Ddefore the
officisls for release of his brother, RBut
Gyanshanksr expresses his inability to do so,.
Prabhashankar is worrisd about his nephew and
feels that the police would be harassing Nim,
It is then that he comments on the inhuman
nature of the policenen: *,.,.By joining this
depsrtmant man becors animals, How gentle was
ny son Days Shankagr, but having joined the
police dspartment, his nature hes completely
changed, ﬂndﬂsmm}.kamtehiswﬁm
In case I am txapped in mmh&ﬁﬂ
m%gutnu to aecq)t bribe evan, from me..."
Pe '
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what happens to Salim in Karasbhumi when he
joine the Duresucracy? Before he joins the esta«
blishment he is very criticel of the ichusan ways of
the officiels, especisily the police officers, ¥hen
asked by Dr, Shanti Kumar whether he would slso
exploit the poor, Salim repliss, his sympathies will
alvays be with the poor, to vhatever extant his
&amur may degenerate. He wonders ,Mii-—-zf&qhémly
how is it that the officials suck the dlood of m
pwzi Salim is an idesli«t and sven parcticipates .
very actively in collecting mmy Zrom people in
defence of Munni, He makes s xound of villages in
the m:pmy of Dr. Shanti Kumar snd tears »oll down
his eyes vhen he observes the misery of the poor,
But the noble cheractar of this idealistis youngman
 undergoes metamorphosis when he actuslly joins the

1. Salim says that "If {¢ is in hiz power he
- will send &1l these corrupt officials to
Enlapani®s p.289, :
72. Salim is posted a» Magistrate, in the same
District whese his fast friend, P_premashankar
is leading the psasant movenent, It is here
that his transformed nature 18 revesled. He
wrrests Mmarkant ani lesds a refign of terror
over the agitating peasants, Intoaxicated with
power he severely bests the old woman (Si)loni)
with vhom Amsgkant was steying and injures her
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gharam the low paid officiels moke &
havoe of the villagers, Balraj, a capscisus paassant
nerrates thia to the Deputy. Here we get some ides
of the cause ¢f this high«handedness of the officials,
Premchand’s comments are rmaiing hazp Balraj puts
the guastion 45 1jaid Hussasn {a keeper of records in
the court of Jawals 8ingh) 9& “Is there anarchy that
the government will punish the innccent" and to this
Ijaid Hussain replies M “Yes, of course. The
. Government servants have always been getting begar
{forced labour) and they will continue to get it,

If you do not give your ¢srts to us, do you think we
vil,i carry out luggage on our head? Whatever we nead,
we will take from you peopls, whether you give us with'
plessure or b.y‘ wwpmaf The Deputy, after listening |
to Dalraj's veport, orders his subordinates not to
take forced labour from the villagers but these

73, *Jawala Singh had kept canmel for csrrying his

luggage but heknew that the orderiies and
and other subordinste officials

reqni.m Garts for carsying their luggage, The
Government does not pay any allowance to them
for this purpose, Therefore, if they do not
stop carts (and toke them forsibly) how will
they carry their luggage...®, p.6

T4, m& PeBS,
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- officisls (Chaprasis, Daftaris and Orderlies) are
so cunning that they hold a2 mesting and try to
mislead Jawala Singh, They excite his ego by
telling him that these villagers do not open their
tongue in the presence of English officials, It
is because he is an Indisn thet they pay 1o heed
o him, This design had desired effect upon
Javale smgiﬁ

In Gaban the basic question of fnequslity
is raised, Ramesh Babu ssys that a petty enmployss
and & big officisl take the same food but why
ﬁiffem‘:m of pay. He himself s a head clerk and
get, Re,150/- while Ramsnath is & petty aierk and
gots only RBx.30/~ & month, Ramesh Babu points out
that naturally the petty clerks will accept bﬁm
becanse R8.30/« ig ingufficient for his nvin;é

75, Premchand commentss “Jawala Singh had adopted
the Briglish way of living to increase his
decorcm and prppriety. He never considered
himself less than an Englishman. wWnile going
to meet Englishmen he used €O keep hst in his

hand, He used to seve himself from the fnsult
of putting off his shoes. He used to sit only

with Englishmen vhile travelling in train.
The pecple used to address him as_Saheb in
their discourse. It wss an abuse o him €t
£all him on Hmmmigiﬁug p&gia

76 . mt P38,
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In one of his ‘Wc;iu Premchand says that a major cause
of corruption indulged in by the lowepaid officials is
that 'thei,x: Mlary is very less in proportion to that of
the higher @meiaﬂ?

o IS i

T ﬁm, &prﬁ 193@ in VividhePrasang, Vol.2, pe.td,
*eesThe officials at ;mam get twosthousand or three
thousand rupess while a conatable gau R8,18/= a month
and a clerk only Re.30/« a month,.*
There is further insight we gst into this aspect from
the conversation betwsen Dr, Priysnath Chopra and the
constables, in Px T, « Dre Priyanath is tresting
Sub~Inspector, Daysshankar, in his sickness, Anf old
Chowkidar (also s constable) request him to give the
Inspsctor such a medicine that hie may recover soon,
and in turn all of them will serve the Dottor,
Priyanath replies in a jocular manner if they giw hin
pramises that they will never trouble the goot
will not sccept forced labour from anyone will cure
their officar, Since this conversation gives an
insight into the miserable condition of the low paid
Chowkidars, and the wvarious aspects of 1%, lst us
botter quote Lty

Chowkidars 'Sir, how, then we will survive? ¥e have
our children to leok after. ¥hat is the
value of Ten or fifteen Rupees/

Priva s Then why don't you ask your officers to '
give you promotion? All of you go witedly
and make st appeal to them, You are
anploved to protect the publie, &nd not to
trouble them, In 1efsure time, you can 4o
gome other work £o increase your Anconw,.."

Mopishifl ¢ Your excellency! The Govt, rules are very

said strigs in thig regard, Thoe PFolicew
karamchari 15 not allowed to Jo any other
worlt other than the officisl, If wo stert
doing part«time work we will be Adlsmissed
from our foba,

Priva + You sre mistaken here, Robody can stop ym
from threads snd stitching clothes during
Jeisurs time, Yes, the Govt, work should
not be disturbed, why don't you narrate

, yout miseries to the authorities?

Munshi 1 Sir, 1f there 1s anybedy to listeni %o
plundar, to exploit » O take
forcod labour, is not such & big ckime in
the syes of our authorities, as making an
appaal for redressal of our grievances,
Immediately we will be charged with
congpiracy snd unionisation, p.391.
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{B) ]

Framchand seems to &tmmu the nisery of
the peasentcy to the system brought into existence

- by ¢olonialism. This is indicated dy the views of
Fremsahanksr, a social reformer, in Premssharam.
thile expressing his views on tha economic a&nﬂu
of the pessants, Premashankar aau ot explain my
this problem by blaming the prodigalitvy, lesiness
and 11literscy of ths peasants oY mit ignorance

of the laws of agriculturs, He feels ihat "thers
A8 no one wore Mmrking than the peasants. They
are adipt st sconowy, self-discipline snd rusning the
housshold. *“The responsibility of their poverty®
ssys Premashenkar * 1ies not with them but with the
cireumstances under vhich they spend their ;ng.
And what are thess circumstances? Their intesnal
discord, selfistness and the flourishing of ﬁgueh an

. organisation as has become & manscle for them,
Obwiocusly, Pramashenkar is referring to the instie
tution of Zamindari. He further delves desp inte
the susrce of all thess problems and arrives st the
conelusion that *all these branches™ appesr "to be
stemming from the sasedcurces the axistence of which

s

7. aram, p‘zm,

9. M’ 9;297&
80. 14,
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dspends on the blood of the mun.iin. And this
saource is the colonial state 1
¥hy is thers rift amongst thcm Becsusse
the melajidninistration of the existing regime.
wWhy is there no sutusl love and trust?
Becsuse the Raj considers suth noble feelings
dangerous and not let them fourieh,* 82
That the colonisl state is the main cause of miseries
of pessants hes also been perceived by Zunindars
themeslves. Ral Xamalanend, a Talugdar in Premasharam
concedes that the Zamindars sre in fact so many brokers-
collecting revenue for the Raj on a good commission

for thmﬁwgg But Zamindsrs too have bean eum&

81, DA,
82,  bid.

83, "It is a misnomer® says Rai analmud,
to ¢all this an ‘estatet,. The British
Governmsnt appointed my ancestor as its amtg
marely to collect the revenue snd kesp u fat
cornission for ocurselves, It f» for this
comalssion that we dys our hands in blood,
glory in trampling the poor under ocur feet,
mdmvzthmzmun in the air. The

government descrides us as proprietors merely

to suit their own purposs. But we have to pny

%mg to the governmant twice & year, so
can we regard ourselves as mssters? The
whole thing is & gigantic fraud...ve have sold
our mdtpendma for s feow pleces of sveate

mtn‘; ‘

_ nagharam, p.28 Guoted by V.8, Naravane,

gﬁ;‘ :s:; 9&111#

a4, AS Rai Ramalsnand says “The systen has made us
lazy, dependent, ¥a have panpered ourselives
with luxuries, and now we hava become utterly
worthless, We are iike caged birds, our wings
have lost their pmnr mﬂ now we cannot fly.
We are constantly - with greed the 1ittle
plate of food and tha 1i{ttle water«dish in our

Cage. . o™ M) .89 ,
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by the all powerful colonial machinery.,

Mt the ¢olonial state machinery m::plsuitn

the Zamindars as well, whe in turn are left with

ne alternstive but to extort evarything from tensnts,

has besn stated by Gayatari Devi, & taluqdar in

Eremasharam, In her estate the tensnts requested for

hundred per cent remigsion of rent becsuse there

hed besn no rains during that particuler year,

But

Gaystri is unwilling to meke such & concession i

»es1f 1 exempt the rent in this pnrticulu
area, I will have to incur & loss of twen
o twenty-five thousands of rupees, Out
of riot, if I remit rent in other m&m
aled, I will be leit nowhere. It is true
that T won't have to pay lmﬁum&mu to
thés State but I have to pay meney in 80
wany other forms i.e, in the forms of gifts
to the officials,. From whois coffers will .
it be paida? Were I t& exsmpt the rent, the
cost vﬂé still have to be borne by the
tenante,55

Another lendlord fesls that it is the *high

standnrd of iiving® and "the prising cost of land* -
which constraing them to plunder the tensnts, As

88,

W P78,

In Godsn, Rei Baheb, & Zamindar also
provides a similar attitude “wWa're forced
o plunder our tenants,) We don't give
sxpensive gifts to the officials,ve're
branded as traitors. Xf we don’t live in
lwmury, we're called misers..,*

OR.Citss D72,
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Gysnshankar in Premasharam says 3

. It was a different matter in olden times,

The struggie for lifa was not 0 much dreads.

ful as 1t i3 now-a-days., Our nesds wers

limited then, the standard of living was not

s0 high, but the nost important fact is that

the cost of land was not 80 exorbitant. Hany

of my viliages wers s0ld merely at the rate

of two thousand rupees & village while any of
these villages would now fetch me twanty

thousand rupees, In thoss days it was difficult
even t6 £ind tsnants but now for a single plot
of land hundrsds of tenants are anxiously
waiting, How can the zaminggrs remain uraffected
by this economic m&iﬂon.

I fact even sonme tenants also fesl that it is

the colonial system which is responsible for their
miseries, To 1llustrate this we can refer i:é one
episode from Sangram. The crops of the villagers of
Madhuban have besn destroysd completely due to heavy
heilstorm and sll the tenants are in & guendry how to
“p&y the rent, They holéd a mesting, Saloni, an old

Premchand has &cpmm tha ¢haracter of Gayans-

shankar in its complexity. 7There is a divorce
between his privete self and public self, He
ia very fond of rationalizing his self-interest,
This particular utterance comes in the presence
of nis crony from the college deys, Jwala Singh,
now the mpm;ywﬁallemm Geyanshankar has juat
now picked up a guarrel with his uncle Prabhas-
shankar, a fenaa). landlord, The dispute ranges
on. the qantion of oppression of the tenants,
Prabhashankar is dent upon piling uwp his wealth,
Thetefore, 1t is difficult to trust his state«
ments because most of the time he is indulging
in self-justification. However, the above
statement suggests the oppressive conditions of
a)ll the classes of India under colonialimn,
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woman suggests then to make an appeal to Zamindar

to remit the rent and since he is & noble man, says
the, he would definitely consider their case, But
Fatu replies that the Zamindar hes to psy land
revenue to the State, thevefore it is better to make
an appesl to the government. But in the sane breath
he adds that they should not expect anything positive
£rom the government | |

An mtion by the Zanindar is hardly an
exerption unless the government approves of
ity Otherwise the Zanindar himself will have
tnpaym mamo tax, 7There is ther no hope
of m:mg the govermment, 7The sevenue
ofticiale win be sent for inspection, If
they get heavy bribes, they will show the lossy
~ 4f not, they will write that thers has not bosn
- much damage. The most government will do is
to declaras an exsmption from tax., When three
guarters of the sum is t0 be paid, then there
is no harn in paying one mors quarters ¥e
will at least be saved from having to pay
bribes and running to the court. The government
is intsrested in £1illing its coffers and not in
welfare of its subjects. It may.thinking when
all of the subjects cease tn exint,eryn then
their brothers will ramain. The land will
never be barren,..* 87

In fsct all other tenants, particularly an old man,
supports Fatu's argument that the State will not exempt
anything and, sven if it doss, 1t will extract mzyminq
in the following year. The tenants ars disillusionsd
vith the working of the colonial state, |

'87.  gengrem, Ssraswati Press, Allshabsd, 1983, p.38.
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The slternative that Premchand suggests for
~ the remedy of the peasants' misery is that the
 peasants thenselves mﬂ: rise in defance of fz!mi:
xights and humsh dzgrzitrs But the instrument for
fighting for their rights, as suggested by Yremchand,
is noneviolenté, This is clesrly indicated in the
© swiorks Premssharam, RKsyskalsp and Kasgsbhw Let us
ﬁaﬂm this aspect with ;Mi&l refarence to these
works.

Premasharam there are two ways in which the
peasants of Lakhanpur lsunch their struggle s (a) none
vioclent and (b) violant., There are two important

o

88, Premchend spesks ehzwqh Haldhar's (m w
angry rejoinder i

", soWhy L1sfhers such degradition for us?

perybhody abuses us, hits us, The minions,
the Zamindars, all consider us lowlier than
dogs. 1t is because we have becoms shameless.
We have conme to love our skin, Had we too
possessed pride and a fseling for our dignity,
no one would ave dared affront us, It is
heard that r countries pecpls come to
blows if abusged, There none CAn SDUSE OCHELS...
What do we heve hera? We sre kicked and mnaﬁ
most exevrably, we sse with our own eyes, .
vithout a blush or batting an sye 114, the
declension of religion. 7o save cur skin we
tolerate every kind of humilistion, s0 dear
haz life become to us, I would thousand tives
prefer death to this life, Take it from me
the dearar s man holds his life, the loulier
m liu,fiﬁ' Wle&iﬁ?a
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incidents in the novel vhere struggle sgainst the
fres labour is waged, ma firat is on the occtasion
of the encampment by mputy Jwals Singh and the
er when s police afﬁe&r is on the tour of the
-ﬂum of Lakhanpur,

In the first case Balrej, as the mr&amtn

uﬁvﬁ’ﬁf the peasants of Lakhanpur mests the Deputy
' and narrates the woes of the vﬁlllgftggg Irenically,
the courage of Balraj invites more. sufferings on his
faxmvﬁzmr*ﬁ% But the vhole situation is saved

89,

90,

<}

'mm knsws the mm of his class. He

has gleansd nowledge of international happens
ings from the tewvepapers. Hs knows how the
psasants have struggled and gained Lmportance

in Rugsiar

*You are making fun of me, as though peasants
are nobodies, and ware made only to drudge and
slave for the landlordsy but in newspaper that
comes o me it is written thet in Bussia it is
the peasanty who rule the country, they do what
they pleass, And somevhere close Ly there is a

eountry called Bulgaris, there guite recently,

the pessants have dethroned the Xing, and the
country 18 now ruled by a commune of pessants
and workers." p.538,

This can be termed “ap a mmt fm helow"
See M.H, 5144iqui, Lan _Uni

India, {The United vrovinces, | sxe-maz.'
Publishing Houge, 1978,

The subordinstes of Deputy are so cunning that
they dupe him and try to snsnare Balrsj into
the elutches of police, The Sub-inapector is
ordered by Deputy to make sn inquiry and the
former baing s corrupt man wants €0 extract
bribe from all the villagers, Otherwise, he
threatens them to file personal bonds,
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when all the villagers are united and refuse to
speak sgainst Bairvsj. Premchand mqqn%ﬂ that if
all the villagers are united they can sasily fight
for their rights.

In the sscond incident, when the villagers
refuse to do begar, they are beaten sevarely by the
‘polics, They plan to retaliate but Premashankar
savas the situﬁﬁion by his pesceful ﬁmmﬁogf
| The pessants of Premagharam use violent methdd
when their right for using the pastures for their
animals is usurped, The use of violence by Manohar
{avites trouble on the vhole village. Though,
mm surrenders himself to the police but wwh the
Lnﬁ%m of Gaysnshankay ail ihq» ﬂnaqtgt are

52 This can be térmed as “Opgenisation from above®,
See M.H, S1ddiqui, gp.cit.. Pelll, .
93, The pessunts had been using the pastures for
their animals since generations past., Gaus
Fhan, the inda stops them from using the :
pasture and beats Bilasi {(the wife of Msunchar)
vhen she refused to budge even an inch from
the pasture,  And the very next fay Gaus Khan
~ is murxrdered by Hanehar,

Gayanghankor says to Dr. Priysnath "...murdeg.
has been committed whether this has been the
job of one man or many. - Problem, for me, is
more intricate, The nsjor question is the
question of Zanindars versus Kisaps, If the
murdersihre not given proper punishment

then this type of incidents will occur fre.
guently and it would be difficult for the
Zanindars to save themselves...” p.236.
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arrested and sentenced to jail. The peasants lose
the case in court because the police was able to
crsste & rift among them, But at the end of the
novel Premchand shows how with the unified efforts

of the people the case is reopensd and the villagess
are released from jail. 7The m&gﬁon derivad from

% haram is ﬁha’tfh iz possible to
achieve rights by means of struggle, if it is launched
in & non-violent foym and if the people are conscious

snough to unite thesselves,

¥hat is the alternative to the institution of
Eamindsri in Presmashapsn? Pramchand suggest the
sbolition of this institutiBl, Hovever, here Premchand

i~y

95, At the end of the novel the elections ars held,
_ Premashankar, as the rapresentative of the
peasants of Lakhanpur, is slected to the
Council, He intends to raise the guestion
of land reforms, ut is hesitant because he
does not want to annoy Gysnshankar, his
brother, who is & Zamindar himseslf, However,
when Mayashanker takes the charge of t
he declares that the land belongs to the tiller:

".eal forgo all the privileges and
prerogatives that have been bestowsd on me
in sceordance with custom, law and social
norms. I libherate my subject from the
obligations to me, Reither are they my

~ tsnants, nor am I their landlord, All of
thenm are ny friends, my brothern and from
today they own the land they till,.." p.417,
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has used the technique of changs of heart. Mays~
‘shankar has been sonceived as the Utopian Zamindar
vho declares that the land belongs to the tiiler,

The solution offersd by Premchaend here, to
the institution of Zeminderi is similar in its
structure and forh, relying largely on the acts of
1n&trz&u&$ charity and good will, to the sclutions
offered by Gandhi, Dremchand belonged to the socfal
gronp of “sducated middle class® and this social
group was sweyed by the hegemony of the dominant
ideology of the time, i.e, Candhism, Therefors,
the limitations of Premchand are the limitations of
his claas,

Pramchand has depicted the paasants’ gmau&ng
¢onsc¢iousness abont their rights in Kayakalaos, But
this consciousncss has been inculcated into them by
outside foree i.e, by Chakaradhar, s social reformer.
A & result of this critical conaclousness the
peasants Qgggggggj decide o refuse to do begar for
snyonS. They reslize that they "have deen trampled
upon, have bheen paatareg§ and they want to fight against

éég 'Idaivdixivﬁdrzxam éuaian Goldmann
.Routledge & Kegan Pgul, Ilondon, 1964, °
1ated from the FPrench by Phillip Thody.

97.  Kayskalap, p.43.
98,  Ibid, p.121.
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their fxhuman treatiment, Thersfors, they give vent
Lo their pent-up feelings in open revolt and are
tesdy to tske violent meshs but Chekarsdhar inter-
venes and channelises thelr energles into pesceful
and non-viclent form of struggle. _
In Karsmbhumi the peasants (tenants) are made
avare of their rights by the sducative efforts of =
two kisen lesders, Amarkant and Swami Atmsnand. The
peasants launch & "nou-tax canpaign®™ shich takes the
shaps of a poverful movement, They remsin sonsviolent
throughsut the struggle, The colonisl state resorts
to setere reprassion snd the genaral genocide of the
magses. |
wWhat is the positive schievement of the move-
ment? At the end of the novel, Amarkant, the leader
~ of the movement, is very doubtful of the method adopted
by him. He is gafd because this methed has invited
.the wrath of the colonial stats snd csused heavy loss
of 1ife and property, He laments that he could have
continued with the strategy of petitiontd8? put siwnads,

99, As one pessant cries cut “Brother, you are hatpe
ing about peace but 4o you know what it leads
307 Anyone who fancies it, beats us, crushes us,
Are we to keep sitting in peace? To keep sitting
in pesce only worsens our conditicn. Don't teach
us to keep peace, Teach us to kill, Only then
you will be able to liberate us,* Ibid, p.122.

Kersabhumi, p.258,

100,




111

Amsrkant's wife, gives s different interpretation

to the movements launched in the villages and the
city. She iz vary happy at the end, 5he feels that
without lsunching & nonetax movement among the peasants
it would not have bsen possible to inculcate the
political consciousness which they have been able

to induct into the minds of the peopil}

- Before starting the wovemsnt Amarkant had
adoptad all possidble peasceful methods to drav the
attention of the government towards the miserable
conditions of the Risans but the authorities wers not
prepared aven to listen €0 him, Later vhan the move-
ment is in its initial stage, Salim submits @ report
to m suthorities, sbout the true conditions of the
Kisans, But his supetior, Mr, Ghamnavi, disagrees
with his vievs and his Tepdft. It 15 vhen the mase~
movenment rises to its psak that the colonial state {»
empcutﬁ to ¢limd down, Tt seems that Premchand
highly spprecisted the Gandhian strategy of launching

o

101, Ibid.
102, As Mr, Ghammavi says *All that we have to do
= is to obey the orders of our superiors. Whan
they ask us to collect revanue, wa have to
carry out the oxders, Whether it means harde
ship to the people or not, is none of our
concern®s \oid loid = @302
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a M’?Mt and then withdrawing it at its pesk, in
order to force the colonisl state to accsds to their
dexands.

To sun up & Premchand has depicted the most
important, burning prodblems of the peasantyy and
has deronstrated hov the exploitation of the tenants
by mutifarious forces 'hui‘t led them to pauperization.
Though the institution of Zamindari is the cause of
thelir sufferings yet the main evil, according to
Premchand, is the colonialism, Therefore, the
alternative that Premchand suggests, is the struggle
againat Zamindars as wall as againat the colonial
state, |






The introduction of private property in land
brought about certain transformation in agrarien
relations. The new relstions of production gave
rise to new pstterns of social relations, new values
and norms end new cultural ethos, This new socisl
and materisl extstence made a powerful impact on the
structure and organisation of rural society.

| Premchand has depicted in his works how new
social and materisl conditions destroyed old forms,
old practices and old ways of feeling. He has
represented the changing relationships betwesn
husband and wife, father and son and 80 on, as a
result of new material and social reality,

(n) PIOK]

¢ of the late ninsteanth and
early twentieth centuries the tradictional institutions
and values were {n & state of flux, Hany of thom wers
under severe strain, Premchand’s works could not but
be sensitive t& this issve, Premchand’s works give
fascinating insights ifnto how the traditionsl wvalues



around which the jointsfamilies existed and functioned
undervent changes in rural India, sonme of his short
stories and novels 1ike *Bare Ghar Ki Betil“ (“Rich
daughter-inelaw*), Premasharsam and Scdan revolve
around this question, |

Premchand’s main concern was to demonstrate
how the values on vhich the jointefamilies existed
were becoming anachronistie in the changing sceial
and economie situation in ths country, While
generation after generation iived to sustain the
maryads of the family, the new generation steeped
in new idess and fnfluenced by their changing social
needs 414 not hold 1t as sancrosanet}

IEEIN 46 2 good mla of this conflict
and how 1t ends up in the disintegration of the
family. Premchand brings out this through a
fascinating portraysl of constrasting sttitudes of
E a&yﬁmmhur and Prabhashankar, The head of the

9 Yor an idea how the family orguniszation and
' .marrisge syatenm were in flux during colonial
period, in Kerals, see XN, Panikkar “Land
Control, Ideslogy And Reform 3 A Study of The
Changes In Yamily ntqmizatim And ﬁwriaqe
System In Kerala®™ Indian _
‘Va}.sl?, Ro.2, 1’?‘7' PP 4 Joudl x‘ ¥ "
gGough and David M, Samma: (m‘.!h Matrilines}
Kinship, Harkeleyy Californis, 1962, _
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family, Prabhaghankar, is & staunch sdvocate of
rysde of the family andhas spent his entire
1ife in maintaining 162 uis concapt of the marysda
is & mixture of several things : an emoticnal and
sentimental sdherence to the honour of the family
and & feudal-paternalistic attitude towsrde é,ht tenants w&

2e Bhakyspeam in his h:tmzy play
Part I and Part II examinea thiee mmﬁs
of honour,  One is that of Hotapur which is
- historically dying and belongs o the feudsl
times. The second that of Prince Hall who
peliven in the new values of calculation, greed
and power, The third ghat of Falataff mah is
& eriticue of hoth Hotspur's concept of Honour
ms that of Hall, Hotspur like Prabhashankar of
Premasharam can give up his life for the hunour,
He has a consuming passion for honour and 4t is
the yardstick by which Hotspur himself measures
eyery am:m and event ¢

“Send danger from the Bast unto the West,
Bo Wonour cross it from the North €0 South,
And let them grappleés..
— e H e 3 X) ' 2X
By heaven, methinks it were an gasy lesp
To pluck bright honour from the Pale fac'd moong
or Give desp into the bottom of the doep,
Where fathomelike could never touch the ground,
And pluck up drowned honour by the locks.,.,

~Henry - ¢« Part I, Act, scene {l4,
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other nﬁh&t&t&% Prabhashankar's vision is limited

by the considerstions of this maryada and his 1ife
asttitudes are ordered for its maintenance, In a |
way, he lives in s world of his own, removed from
the changing resiitiss of the society., Obviously,
he s committed to the preservation of the family,
for the family synbolised the idesl for him,
Gyanshankar, on the other hand, is the pmﬁuﬂ;
of the new system pt sducetion end is keen on taking
sdvantage of the aé»dushu opportunities, He is
ambitious and §s intent on becoming & Talugdar. He
doss not look at tha family with the sentimental
venser of maryads but from the point of view of
economic advantage and visbility. Is it advantagecus
for him ¢to be & menmber of a family, the expenses of
which is shared by severa) -&thaa? The ability to
raise this question denotes the ability to overcome
the ideology of j&int«ém&ly which demanded secrifice

3. mthShth believed in the valuss of
obligation, of charity and of the gpen door
to the needy neighbour. Property in his
eyes was 3 means of protecting the

~ As Premchand coirments "He could even g Ve
up his life ¢o protect the *prestige of the
fmﬁlg He hadithat much love for honour
& could starve himself but would
consider his good luck to welcome & guest!
But aslas! this tfmition has floun away

from the countryl..." Premasharam, op,cit,
Peilbe Also ses ng?? '
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and mjumfts.- Premchand hag csught the :Mﬂ
of this ability and has admirably brought it ocnt
through several incidents,

Gysnshankat is an advocste of the individusl's
freedon of thought and scston which was constrained
by the petyads. He ssys € his uncle »

You will bow yourself in the face of any
difficuity out of fear of public cengure
while X give precedence to my freedom of
thought then o public epinion and do not
care for the latter st all vhere ny freedom
of thought is concerned,..The - vary basis
of your decency is suicidsl. In your house
sven if there is nothing to est, You wounld
give & varm recesption to & guest though you
have to burden yourself with a dedt, I
#0uld kesp away such & guest from my hOUsR...D

44 Gymhmkat has dmm the am@gtamgc
of helping the tenants in distress or on the
gecasion of marriages ete, On this issue he
picks uvp quarrel with his uncle, Prabhashankar,
who adopts a patsrmalist asttitude to the

giw sse the story 's:bhcyach Rahasy"
("Secret of culture”, Mausarovar, Vol.4, -
Pp.197«304, ] in wheh the youngey generation of
the landlord stops to celebrate the festival
of e mi., He has stopped the age~old
ga rnalist attitude to his tenants, as he
imself swplains

*Oh, it was a3 grest non-sense, There 13 a
parriage snywhere it the village and it (s X
who have to psy for the fusl, This tradition A
lasted for generations together, Was it foolish
or not on part of my father who had even to
purchase trees from others to gbasrve thig
custem/ 1 stopped the issus of fuel wood fmme-
diately. FPeople raised a hue and cry. But
should T listen €o others' ories or watch my
own interests? The fuel wood slone makes an
annual saving of 8,500/« now, Today nobody
dares to penter me with such demanda®™,

s, Bramasharam, opecit., peds.




In apite of the contrast thus provided,
Gyanshanker haa not besn drawn as représenting
Just the idesl-one who ia representing the new
values, interminably fighting the 014, Instead,
he vacillates betwesn the two, He 1s not able to
1iberate himself sntirely from the traditionsl
mmmimc& He i» Iike a pundulan swinging
batwean the two opposite valus systems, Prem- 4
chand’s sense of reality is remarkable here, He |
is consecious of the struggle inherent in such |
situations and therefors does not creste ideal
stersotypes. As Raymond Williems has pointed
out | |
«esMany old forms, old metim asd old
e e T
mant was clesr and decisive,”
Pramchand's sympathy is with "thes general
dirsction of new devslopment,™ He ﬁhizz;y indicates
how the historically dying concept of marysda has

ne place in s sociaty dominated by Q“Mmﬁ

7, Chatto wWindus, london, (

8. m fwt the dying of this old order i»
symboiised by the type of fmeges that
Premchand has used while qiving the physie
¢al deacription of the house the land-
iord. He uses images of sichkness, of old
tattered ocbjects stc. Eremasheranm, op,cit.,
m12v13&



Thare is 8 growing conflict betwesn Pradha-
shanker's concept of meryeds and the social reality
surrounding him. The process of narrative goes on
to undermine or question his ides of marvsds.

renchend depicts in the novel how Prabhae

shankar responds subjesctively to the objective
situstion existing in the society i.e, the relation-
ahip m the self-gonception and the lived
reslity. In Prabhashanker the déwire of self and
the claims of soclety frequantly come into ﬁqnflwt{
He feels these contradictory pressures operating on
him, Prabhashankar teies to sustain himself against
these forces that thresten him | and at the same time
‘he adjusts himself.to What objectively exists. He
is both a subject that wills snd an object which is

controlled and restricted by environmenf. He
‘tries to dissusde Gyanshankar from breaking the
joint-family with the arguments of paryada
ultimataly has to compromise with the reality and
throughout the novel he suffers the pangs of separs-
tion. 1In spite of Oyanshankes's cellousness and
indifference he helps him in times of Aifficulty or

9., 1m mxm tm an uﬂ.ﬁe “Self And
SBocisty in H.G, w:nn*mmm* Linds
Re. mz’m" LM_‘AI: r g2 g
Vol.26, Summer, 1980, ;s.z.
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distress, While on the other hand Gyanshenksr
deserts his uncle and his fanily whenever they are
in trouble, Prabhashankar had never been to & .
police~station, or a court because it is agsinst the
maryads af.-h&t family. But when his eldsr nophew,
Premashankar, is imprisoned he bresks this code and
flatters sven the pstty officisls to get his nephew
relessed from jail, The comie treatment of Prabha-
shankar and the ridiculousness of his hopss raveals
Premchand's consciocusness that his old world is ne
longer: visble.

Godan hriaqu out another aspect of the changing
-vamu in rural society. Peussnts have lived in.
villages mﬁ enly with & certain slement of awe and
fear but also with respect for the landlords. This
is & dominent factor in the subjection of the peasants,
How the pesssnts came to belisve and rationsiise this
subjection is a question which Pramchand has explored
with consummate artistry. Hori is & clessic exsmple
of this, He justifies inaquality on the basis of
| Xapms and takes refuge in the will of Gols Through

10, m m‘ E» o w.ﬂ&-ﬁi_

- Amrd&nq #1:"Cod craates men great

m: amall®, Wealth is a reward for "oenance

and dewvotion®, Thus “rich pecple” says Hori

’;ﬂ snjoying happiness because of their good
g&“m the last life," “de built no merit"
says, “s0, how can we axpect plessures now®,
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Hori and several other charsctars, Ftue!mg!
points out perceptions and beliefs which help
to maintein the existing system,

Girehari in "Belidan® and Damsdi in "Sebha-
yata Ka Rehasy® also AMWS@:‘& aifferent sspects
of the saue issus, the pessents' sttachimerfo lendl
The peasanta sfe conscious of the fact thst the
1and 1s not encugh to feed them and their families
and though at the brink of starvstion they would not

ai——— v L e

§ 9 *mnm" Freschand shows how Girdhari
h emoticonally attached to fields s
“The f£ialds were s part of Girdhari’s
1ife, Every inch of that soll was identie
£ied with his Dblood, and every psrticle
of that earth was saturatsd with his
svest, Each one of the fields was named, .
and these names Cang to the tip of his
tongue in the same manney as 344 the
nanes of his three children'one vas
‘twenty~Zour hundred’, another *twentys
£wo hundred' and thltﬂ one the *irrigated
one', and another one *the shallow one',
Ths very mention of these names mesnt a
pleture of these fields in his aind’s eye,
He spoke of flelds a3 1f they were animaste
objects wvhich shared his joys end sorrows,
His hopes and sapirations, his dresms,
nis castles in the alr were 31} butlt
on the foundaticns of these fields,
wWithout the fields, he could not imagine
the putpose of 1ifs,” «"Balidan®
{(*ssorificed”) in Madan %&i l'rrmn-
;‘tioﬂ): ;.3._'.':.;:?1.!.1. 203 ji* :f'.ti’is '
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give up the 1aAf, It & beceuss the lend is

the sysbol of status in the maral society, 7Thus
Damadd in "Sabhisyata s Rahasay™ hes just six
bighas of land but he hes €0 support an equsl
nusber of dspendants on it, His two sons, two
daughters and wife kesp themsslves busy in the

farm but even then thay do pot make both ends mset,
How can this ouch land make them rich, “If all of
them had staried doing manuel labour they would
have sazned suffictently to live in comfort®,
conments Premchand, *but then, s part-tine farmer
c0uld not stomach the fnsult of being & manual
1mg§’ The fasily has kept two oxen tO escape
such igneminy, DamadS is working as a ghapragi on
duily wages, in & povernmant departesnt, A sajor
ahars of his wages $a spant on feeding the bullocks,
the profession of & farser 5 become a laboursr. *“Can
;zmm. evan though he esrns & rupss & day”,

12, As Ho 1 in & ti}m o his son dobar .. .What
ﬁawqumtu our land? FHoleven an suna a
dxy a plece, A servant making ten rupees a
month sats and dresses bettar than we do, Dut
wa don't give up our field, And we still

have our pmstiq& to uphold, Thers is a md
atﬂgunym am:mmuumzm
mkwy someons else.* op.pit., p.30,

Voled, p.i99.

13,
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comments Premchand "have the prestige of a farmer?
1t is not bad to earn something through manuel
labouy while being & psasant § The oxen yoked at
the threshold protect the prestige. But ance the
oxesn are sold away, mﬁq is no place for a farsar
te hide his face from Mﬁ*. Damedi does not
possass wart: clothing for winter and his mlny&t.
Rel Sahbbd qnutlms him 3

_ you get yourself clothes?
Damadi ¢ 8ir, I don't have enough to east,.
How can 1 have clothes for myself?
Rai Sahed 3 W&n‘tmuﬁ aAway your oxen?

Damadi $ B&r. . wan't be tbi:ﬁﬁ face ny
ri, HNobody sccept my
$oF in marringe. I will bu
ousted from the hearth and home.
Rad Sahed 3 These very idicticities bring ruin

hmngm‘;ﬁnxhi: ;a;fnagn
T retain this prestige, this status synbol, Damadi,
one day, steals fodder for livastock at night from
a field in order to feed his famished bullocks, is
spprehanded by & muu;j& ¢onstable and is put behind
the bars, : |
The question am« vhy ahould lsnd be so
important o cne's status? What is the svefal signi-
ficance of owning the lend? We have airesdy discussed

e———————————
14. M«Q
15, 2bjd.
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shove the question of the land as a status symbol.
But this sysbol is governed by economic factors.

In an agricultural setting, land is the major
commodity for establishing relationships of contie
nuing dependency. Thus in ¢ family vhich centrols |
land would control in part the lives of those who
aﬂtm«zy depend for their survival on that land-
aqﬂm}.mm m:mu. artisang, such as Diacke
suiths, cagpenters and washerman and sny vho trade
their services for grain., Thus when Glrdharlh

land goes out of his hands he wails over the fact
that sow sines he iz no longer a cultivater, “"the
barber, the carpenter, the potter, the priest, the
phat end the vatchman® all of whom were indebted to
him, will no longar give him respeit, Hitherto he
was a householder, was counted among the respactable
of the villags and "though he was not s panch he had
a right to exprass his views on sll matters affecting
the village and be heard”, But now, thinks Girdhari,
he hes forfeited “the right to sit i the ranks of
the mv:gtabu te express himgelf in Jdisputes bDetwesn
villagers®. Though Girdhari has not yst taken to

16.  3bid,
17,  Ibid.
18, Iide
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1abour he takes {t for granted that he has fallen
in the eyes of a1}? e day his bullocks ars sold
svay to pay off the debtf? Girdnari departs from
this world for ever,

Thus the attachment to lsnd based on both
econcmic and psychological factors, prevented the
peasants frem becoming hhwrwﬁ But Premchand
possesssd as he wu‘ ﬁ&th realistic imaginstion
depicted the tension within the peagants' psyche
to stick to the land on the one hand and how harsh
economic reslities that force them to becone

1%, - Ibigd. :

0. ¥hile handing over the bullocks Girdhari
puts his head on the neck of the bBulloek
and ¢ries bitterly. Pramchand comments
e was like 3 Drids who, while leaving
for the husband's home, clings ¢to the fest
of her parents. He would not lesve the
bullocks and cling to them like a drowning
nan holding on to & straw,™ Q%LQ. padds
That same night he does not his dinner,
He zay on his bedoot wide awake that night
:xié the moming e leaves his honme and

Qﬂc

2%. The sttachment €0 land applies even to none
cultivating rural folks, Bechu, in “"Lokmat
¥a Ssman®, M Vol.7, pp.280-288,
is an honest, hardworking washerman, yet he
is not able to earn snough for both ends
maat, Though he is oppx«nﬁ % ;ggg
and s #lpe forced to do ' Y&
not willing to migrate to oity because
he is emotionslly sttached w the village.
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labourers on the other, Thus Hord in Godan in spite
©f his persistent struggle to remain attached to .
his lend, is foreed by harsh and crusl economic
reslities, %0 Decome a wage labourer, He takes to
working for a road contractor with the aim of
sccumslating sufficient money to wrangle free his
1anad from the slutfiches of the moneylenders. Hori's
deeth in this futile enterprise sysbolfes the desth
of the old typs of psasant and village utopis.
The futility of the village utopis and the

values held by the older generstions i» explained
by Premchand by mmma this with the attitudes,

miam and beliefs of the younger muttom
Thie 1:@9&&3:&%%&%“%&5
Girdhari's son in “Balidan®, Cobar has developed
aritiaal em«z&omns toward his mmwm.. m

u&ﬁwgm&s the hypocrisy of Rei Sehad, m talugdar

and tears his mask m?? M/buo»a » aaws views

32, mmas«:wmmm:m “Even
now the nester spands four hourvs s day singing
hymns to Gt ", Yobar questions him "whose
labour supports that hymn-singing and ahwigy-.
giving7®end replies Hori “"His own, of course,”
Gobar, then exposes the resl face beMnd Rai
Saheb*s masks

*5h nonshe work of fermers snd labourers.

But he has trouble digesting that sinful money.

That's vhy he hag to give out charity end
sing hymns ¢to God, IXJlike to sse him neiged
and hungry and cuxx finging hymns, 12 2
could get two square meals & day I wouldn't
mind reciting the names of God Say and night
myself, Ons day in the fields hoaing sugsre
cans and all his plety would be forgotten®,
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Gobjar is of the opinion that God crestes svery-
one equal and the inequelity is men-made, Thus
Gobar's attempt 4% a struggle to overcome the prevas
lent {dwoloyy. |
To Gobar and Girdhari's son “ferming is

nothing but 2 vaste of man's &tﬁ?" Therafore they
4o not harbour any false illusions about lend and
thus do not have any scruples in bacoming & lsbouser,
There is a comparative prosperity in the houlf., put,
despits this prosperity, Girdhari's son “comands
little respact®” in the village. He is a mere
flabourer’, It doss make & difference in the status
of his mother, too. Subhagl's pride snd aggressive-
ness is gone, She besomes a "dog cutside its beat,*
She neither appears in the panchayat mestings nor
holds duchars. Her visits to the neighbours come to
an end, She 4s now a mré mother of & *léMut‘.

| But Oobar who takes to city in search for
work, cormands more respsct ir the village when he
pays back a visit to the village, Everyone in the
village thinks him €5 be @ rich man,

23, .&iﬁ- | '

24, Thus Girdheri's son now “puts on & shirt
and 3 Bricish mede shoe. Vegstables are
cooked in the house twice a day, The
fmﬁly now sats vhest instesd of fawaxr®.
Py
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{8)

fvery aspect of life and organisation of
sural sotiety during Premchand's time was undergoing
change, And scoisl mobility iz one of “the important
indicators of this general m& broad process of
soccial change, The term 'social mobility' refers to
the process by which tn&&ﬂ&am or .miu‘:. gnéupz
move from one position to ansther in the society,.
The change can be in terms of mpaﬁem m:at{:i.
income, weslth, power and social ﬁim. we will
focus our discusaion on two aspects of social mobie
1icy ¢ {1)  occupational mnuy and {$4) migration
from village to the citys An attempt hes boen made
to ingquire ints the causes of mobility and consequences
of mobility., While making & sutvey of migrants
we would alse try to sxsmine their attitude %o tmix?
former social groups, the S;nﬂum of outside world
on their behevicur end psychology.
(1) Qccupstional Mobility

Pramchend has depicted how the old cccupational
¢ategories die out and new ones are craated, Sons |
groups become prosperous and others decline in atatgg;

S~

25, See "MokEfeM: {*The Path of Daliverance®),
Mansarovar, Voleds pp«i42-253,
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Thus, Pandit Chintsmani in the story "’ﬂ-ﬁ" is »

brahmin but takes to moneylending and later after

having accumsulated enough wemlth shifts to zamindari.

This shife in the occupation has also been repreasented
27

in the story "Banka Zamindax®,

Atfiuence brings about change in the status
of an individus]l in the motisty. A person who moves
up in the soctal hierarchy will tend to change his
friends snd in some cases he changss his nase slso,
a8 Pramchend comments in "Balidan® 3

The nume by which & man is mpnlnrly
known is an index of his status in life,

When Mangaroo Thekur, of village Bela,

bacame a hsad-constable of police, he

came to be called Mangal Singh. KNone

dared address him asg Mangaroo. ﬂniltrly; A

aver since the day he made frisnds with

the polics-inspector of the area, and was

appointed a Mukhia of the village, RKaloo,

the ahir, has been addressed as Kalikadin,
1f acme one were to address him as Kaloo,
now, he would frown at him,38
On the othsr hand Harakhu Chsnd, & mspam gur
nanutacturer bm; plein m«m when his mmm:
Wamummmwm&mxzm

26, See GupateDhan, Vol.l, pp.149e157,

27. %t;!?iﬁ. See me Vél.i.
PPsi :65;

28, "Balidan®, oResits,

29, Ibid,



The onsisught of mddernisation from above
or colonfalism drought sbout certain structural
changes in the rural society. These changes led
many rural folks to migrate to the oities, The
cwuses of migration were various but we would
discuss twe sources of this type of mobility @

{a) sducation and (b) grest axpectations.
{a) EBducation ss a source of mobility has been
Sescribed in the storfes 1ike *Ssuhsg Ka Shav® and
"Unmed™ {.'ma‘nun'}g tducation, here is tied to
sozial sdvencement: Thus Manharsath in *Unmad”
migrates to London for highar sducaticn. The city
of London crestes in him new aspirations end new
ways of satisfying them 3
Yor Manhar England wes & ﬁiii&m&
world, where the chief means of progress
was to have & besutiful wife. 1If the wife
is sttractive, lively, clever, & good
conversationslist, bold, then her husband
will have gained a gold mine, he has
reached ths pinnacle of progress. Kot
- an strength of his mind or his selfs

discipline, but on the strength of his
wife's innumn ams nmmm.um

0. Mansarovar, r%b&; PP«207-231,

3, Manssrovar, Vol.2, pp.113-131,
32-!“ uoted by Robert Qn Swan, m paliﬁ;
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A year's contact with English society raises a
tusult in Manhar's mind, He recognixzes now eulture
and affluence as alumntiw sins, "ﬂm commercial
world sverpovars his mind and he losss his spons
taneity, nobler snd gentisr feslings. Vageshwari
(his Indisn wife) had servedhiin day and fight snd

' i€ was because of her sslf-sacrifice that he vas
eble to achieve education, But now she cannot be

of any help in reising him to higher positions of
povwers The self-sacrifice and self-denisl of
Vageshwari is forgotten by him and the matarislist
culture of Pngland is now his slternative aim in
1ife. He is attracted by an English girl, Jeini and
marries him, By virtus of this slliance he obtains
a high government position in Indis snd avolds his
family and first wife,

(h) mmr soures of this type. oi' social mability
; , that is, tﬁt i1lusion that
the eity aﬁfam better prosperity as illustrated dy
the deiightful fancies revealed in by Gobar in Godan
muamm'ﬂueiwa!m ¢

m% he'd be s ﬁ.va. which would adﬁ
hﬁmmitmm. or & hundred and
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a quarter in a year, If he came bagk with
& purseful like that, no ons mm dare
say anything agsinat him, Thoss Datading
and Pataghwsries would fawn over him,

and Jhuniye would durst with pride...of
course peopls in the village would sneer
at him for doing cormon labour, Let
then sneer, That kind of work was no
#in. .o This farming was nothing but a
waste of man's 1ife. First #ll he'd
buy 8 good western ¢ow, one that gave
four or five quarts of milk & duyr and
then he'd tell his father to look after
her, bringing the old man happiness both
in this world end the next...33

Behiind the conscicusness of Gobar is working the
ethics of bourgeois scciety of the myths engendersd
by beusgeois wum' thet is, "Hard work paye®,
"thrifeness” m. Though all these illusions har-
bourad by Gobsr m shattared to pleces when he
sctually ohsetves the gity 1ife and himself experiences
it yet the city life brings adout a transformation in
his world ontlook. The city life doss sccantuats
Gobar's growing consgiousness of the outside worid.
He hes “sesn somsthing of the world and has begun to
undsrstand its vmgvg”. By attending some meetings of
the congress party he comes *to know scmething abeut
polizics” and bagins to :smttama the concepts of

33. Sodan, mmu maa.

3¢ Also see vhere Gysnshankar mu
* he is tnaéii:mmmmm S the sstate owned
Gayatyi, by virtue of these &hics is able to
taise a huge profit for the owner.

5. Sodan, oD.oit.. D.246.
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nation and social class, He no longer has respect
for outmoded social convantione nor he cares now
for public eritictede |

What s the attitude of Gohu“. ths migrant,
mm his !omr sociel group? ¥hen Gobar pays
& visit o his vium we find that the relationship
butwesn hiz social values and that of his parents
~and other villagers ﬁnm & ¢hange, This relstion~
ship is manifested sven in the type of language Gobar
uses, His dtalect now is full of legal terminology.

and comments “,..Attending the Couneil
mnmga almost dally head buiu up his self.
confidence, The thing which had made him
hide out in his place far £rom home - of
rather such worse things « want on all the
time hers, and no one ran away.* Jbid,
?P:Z“Nﬂ&?o :

The guestion arises 1 dces Gobar learn

There alresdy a potensielicy within him of

ze a Yy W o
devaloping a coritical consciousness sitile he
was in the village, Here we may refer ¢o the
renarks mede by Rsymond #Williems, rxegarding
migration of rural pecple to city es depicted
in English Literature

*.seThe dlaplaced labourers snd craftsmen
and small farwers J4id not leaxn radi-
calism when they came to the cities, They
leamed, in altering conditions, new
kinds of organization, new Adirecting
ideas, which confirmed and extended a long
spirit of b&mmm, indepandencs, and
lmimﬁOﬂv-t ;
« Country and City, mﬁ PP 270-271,

386,
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Gobarts beheviour with the village elders
revasls his supnrmtﬁy to them, Moast of the
village elders are usurers. ‘hen all of them come
to know that Jobar has been able to eam monay
what they are not able to extract from their clients
auan with 8o much cruelty and opprussion they, at
" “once, pay respect to him snd even go o the axtent
of flsttering him, But Gobar's sttituds towards
them 15 overbescing, He comes to know that Hort
has been fined just because he gave shelter to his
dsughterwinelaw, he takes sach village slder to task
and ridfcules them and sxposes their charscter and
their deslings in a fercical drams. He Xnows that it
is money that "runs the world™ and if one has money

"thers is no probliem about casts or soclsl spproval®,
While talking to moneylenders snd even his

£ather, he often usss the terms like lasw, coutt,

suit ete. He opposes his fether's standards of

Justice and virtue and on this issue he picks up &

quarrel with his father as well as with the

RSP RIRR sl -

37, godan, YD.Cits, Pe268,
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In spite of Gobar's radicalism, the city
has lefR its negative mark on Gobar's outlook. Now
nis social values are more governed by money., This
affects his relationship with his parents slso,. He
tells Hord, indignantly that he has not “taken up
1ife in s strange city just to Kesp you being robbed
at my own mﬁg. He decides to migrate to city

- " " b_, L. " . L . N

38, MQ See .+ 09 2‘8‘3806
When Datadin comes to Hori's house o
rening him to work for him at his land, Gobar
lashes at Datadin, This makes the latter :
furious and hies olaiws his money a» well as
hile interest of one w on the rupss, Gobar
takes hinm Co task & 121 ‘give you one
pet oant a month, xwe more, If that
suits you, you can hm thaxfwinm teke
the matter to the court, bm r cant intersst
m:y month is plenty.” Datedin then turns to
Hori *...% am a bralwoin, and there will be no
place for you Af you swindle away my mney.
Very well, I will write off the seves also,
and I would not even ¢o to court®, is hes
& desired effect on Heri and "a surge of
conpcisnce™ aweeps through his hsart, How can
he hold back the money of a brahmini and he
rung after Datadin and clutches his fut ma
promises him to pay him back every ’
when mtiﬂiﬂzﬁm:g;a Gobayr leoks at ! fathur :
conterptususly, you want to Wa your
godl It is people like you who have spoiled
them, He gave his thirty supses, 56 now he
will ¢ollect ewo hundred, and top of that give
you & telling off, get you to work for him,
and Xesp you serving away uutil he has killed
youl® But Hori defends the rightness of his
pogition, “"We must not lose cur integrity,
a0, mry man is responsible for nu m
&mﬁﬂ‘gpg Ibid, p.232,
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for wgg along with Jhuniya and the baby, Dhaniya
expressss her saxiety about Jhuniys and the baby.
Gobar rejoins “the world is a selfish place,” and
"one can get a friend by just writing off a foure
pice debt., If you are broke, aven your purants do
not bother about ySd." This smub plunges Dheniys

| xa M grisf and a wave of resentment gwseps through
her, *So you consider even your parents amony those
whe love you for your smeney?™ She asks her worldly
wise son, Gobsr unmoved as evar, replies in the
affirmavive, A family feud ensues £irst betwesn the
son and mothar and then betwesn the daughter-inelaw
and the mothersinelaw. It culminates in & final break
betwesn Cobar snd his pmna. Dhaniya m:aeuu»
tically blames Jhuniya for this 188, Govar taxes

40, Ha talls Dhaniya *What eould I 4o sitting sround
here, work and dis, what salse iz there to &
hure, Any ons who has a little brain and is
not afraid of work will never starve in the city,
But brains are no use at all hers...* Ibid, p.258,

41, w Pe278, '

42 *ouviously Jhuniya must be bshind sll this
troubls~-gitting back and poisoning his mind,

She was g-ttinq no chance here to deck herself
out and jead a gay life, snd thers was always
poe work to be dons around the house, Thers,
she had have money, and she could enjoy hferself,
sating in style, dressing in style, and going

to sleap in without care in the world,..”
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away hiz wife Jhuniys and the baby to tha eity,
And when, Chaniys does hot hesy about thelr wells
being for months together, she curses poor Jhuniys
for her wamrﬁau‘? Horl tries to mlﬁ hex by
rationalining the stony silences of m: 800 as an
outsome of the city Mg and the vays of the wﬁd.

The introduction of modern notions of property
and 1and tenurs by British destroyed the equal rights
of the villagers with regerd to comwon woods snd
pa!mrﬁ. In pm.nmm India the common ownership

43, ...m wimh hed come and smashed her mansion
of gold into the dust, while Gobar never even
anawered back to the woman, That wretchod
widow had won him over snd taken him away,. ¥o
tcl;:mgghnt tune she hzzg have him dancing

; Ft »

44, Y. esloming $n contact with ths city has changed
- the boy's cutlook, thy d6 not you realize

© that.” Ibid, p.297.

48, ®a0sAnd sven if the girl 214 lure Yohar avay,
why ars you 0 worked up? He is only Soing
what the whole world does, He has bhis own
fanily now, Why should he bring his misery on
himself for our sake? ¥Why should he take our
burdens on his hesd?” Ibid, p;m

46, RadheRamal Mukherfes, Lapd
Longmens, Green & ﬂm T
ﬁg“#
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in the zase of meadows, pastures, ponds or tmkn
was not sllowed to be usurpsd by the zmdlags.
The villagers considersd their common right over
these lands, But with the emergence of the new
type of landlords encroschment of these lands either
to ssll to industrislists to estsblish factories of
for the cultivation of cash crops started, But the
rurslefolks felt the disposel of meadows and grasinge
grounds to be usurpation of their rightl, Therefore,
the wvillagers were resisting and wers struggling to
retain their control over thess pasture-lands,
Preswhand hes depicted this process of
ammtm of thess rights and the Mmqgii of the
villegers to retain their control over the pasture-
1ands in W and Rengbhuni. In Eremagharam
the peasants st first struggle for these rights in a
constitutional way but take to viclent means vhen one
of women-folks ie ssssulted by the karindl. Premchena

47, Ibid, pe3s,
48, Ibiy, p.sd. ;o
49, Manohar's wife, Bilagl
the oppressive karindas, m m rcfusal 0w
takae away her ¢attle fryom the common grassland,

This leads to the murdsr of Gsus Khan, by
Hanohar,
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doss not, however, advocsts individual terrorism
because in this novel it leads to the arrest of all
the villagers, The villagers lose the case in the
eourt as the police is able to creats a rift among
them, At the end of the novel Premchand demonse
trates how with the unifisd efforts of the pecpls
the case is recpaned snd the villagers are relesssd
from the jail. Premashanker, s reformer, and Maya-
shenkar, & bensvolent landlord nelp restering the
rights of the villagers for grasing cattle, But this
ending of the novel Goss not take awey the reelity
depicted in the rest of the novel. The ruthlessnoss
with which the Zamindar deotyoys thess rights is very
effectively depicted, | |

A transition from the method of reform o an
organised struggle could bs discerned in gangbhwmis
Surdss valiantly fights against the destruction of
the rights of the Bagel. But he 1s up sgainst very
powerful forces and John Sevak, an industrialist
establishes a clgerette £sctory. wWith Zhat tha
emmzu:y rights' are deatroved for ever. But Prame
chand is seusitive to the bssic human problem that is
at the cantre of the failure éﬁ Surdas, He is conscious
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. of the siq;mncm of the new forces emerging

in India and vhet they mesnt o the age.old rights
and institations, Surdes is bold and couragecus,
but his i3 & lost cause, The pathos and tragedy
is well brought out, symbolised as it is in the
vain search of the emmm for the ruins of their

hoasu amidst the mws of the vj.nagm

. BOs Eme Wo fpwﬁﬁm







A concern for the oppression and explaitation

of women in society informs most of Premohend’s works,
But Premchand never hesitetes €0 bring dut the fnixingg-
and short comings in ﬁbﬁ&a‘ﬁhﬂm351Vﬁa. and to inspire
them to get rid of their own weaknesses to aghieve

| emancipation, _

A graduhl-praqtassien in Premchand'z thought
towards women's emancipation could be perceived, He
starts with attacking the more spparent shackles thet
restrain women in the sosciety § thelr orthodoxy, feer
of slander and illeconceived prefudices, Then he
attacks social inatitatiéna which play an oppressive
role iike family, husband's authority and religion,
And £inally, he guestions soume of the sccepted norms
and lawa of the traditionasl soclaty like woments
perpetusl dependence sné denial to widows their right
to live decently,
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This chapter is divided into five parts
describing, with the help of examples derived fiom
Premchand’s works 1 (A) CORDITIONS OF woMEN:
(8) REASONS FOR WOMEN'S PLIGHT: (C) ALTRRNATIVES:
(D) IMAGE OF REW WOMEN ARS (E) LIMITATIONS OF
PREMCHAND'S 1IDEAS. '

{») NDITIONS | WOME

The world in vhich the women lived in 20th
century India perhaps find the best deseription in
Pramchand's works. The various bonds which kept her
enslaved are peortrayed in a menner vhich arcuses
both sympathy and Lﬂhimums

The mbjmmm to male domination was perhaps
the geversgt problem that woman faced, Xt iz a
domination to which she is gubjectad throughout her
1ife, Premchand has brought to focus the question in
its different dimensions, "The female Mmoven infant®,
remarks Germeine Greer, “gains admission to the
society which "has bean lying in wait £or her since
bofore her bisth and seises her before her first cry,
assigning to her fixad destinstioh.®

I aoted by az:m ﬁagaa m "sqm Policics o
Clams Politics® in New w He.&ﬁ,
Marchedpril, 1971, p.70.
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The moment the dsughter grows up to adolescence
her parents start worrying sbout her mrﬂaﬁa, The
pressure of the asighbours end the Bi gg &azf;t lwighi upon
the growneup famsle's pwenés to get rid cf héc» by
- mareying her off, If tﬂm& is a mzay of a ﬁaf or
twe in & girl's marrisge the family "bacomes a
lsughing stock in the whole communitys® But no one
cares if boys don’t get marriedl _

The worst aspect-of the life of a girl is t‘h&t
she is foroed to marry a boy v&theﬁt taking into
considerations her wishes or Will. If she rofuses to .
obey she is threatened with dire consecuences. Premchand
1l1iustrates this in Rangbhumi, through the travails of &
Christisn family, By choosing a girl belonging to a
community other than Hindu, Premchend am& o tquatt
that all the communities face the same problem, ‘Thus
Sofie in Rangbhumi is compelled by her mother %o marry
Mys Clark, an English buresucrat, whom Sofia detests
£rom the very core of her heart. ¥rs, Sevak, Sofis’s
mother, tends o regard her deughter as a serf with

2. Purns, s female character points this cut to
Sunitre in Fratigva, Hans Prakashan, Allahabad,
19?6; ?i"&a '
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© no right or Will of her own., She demends from Sofis,
complete submission, when Sofia becomes interested
in the "new ideas" her mother finds her dlscbedient,
Somehow, NS seivak refuses to acknowlddges {(indeed
she does her heat to crush) the separate identity end
aspirations of her dsughter, She unleashes a reign of
terror on Sofia {or her disobesdience, MNrs, Bevak 1s a
religious blgots In facet she compels all iha members
of her family to follow the conventionsl doctrines of
Church, Sofis who doubts esch and every word of
mbiz is the special target of her mother's wmth§
The question arises 3 why women are ¢ruel
vowards womén themaelves or why mothers are oppressive
towards their own daughter? We may refer here to the

A - . 0 " -

4 Sofie is forced to read Bible for her grande
father, against her Will, She tells her
brother Prabhu Sevek “Howesedays he i5 making
me read the fable of Genesis and I doubt each
and every word of At and 4f I protest I anm
rebuked,. . ohaoil, pe3l.

S Confroneation beatween rmother snd dsughter ensues
on the {ssus of belidf in rituals, superstitions,
EBofie has no belisf in the rottsn superstitions
invantad by Christ's dleciples while on the other
hand her mother compels her to believe in each
and every word of Seriptures, Somehow she is
nol? prepared to accept Sofis's rationsl cutlook,.
£Racit, Pa32,
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axplanation provided by Robin Blackburng

seelt is more likely to be the case that

woen are somevhet more respongible than nen
for Parental anthoriterianiss since the
familiel socialization of children is part of
their bondags, The fact that the attitudes of
working class *housewifes® and *mothers' are,
in mﬁwnumai terms, more reacitionary than

- thoae of vorkingolass men ¢ould well relate to

© this soclalization nexus. The work of the
housewife and mother is not in essence less
opressive than that of her huabend, dut it
is less evidmitly so. The power of the mother
sver the childron farnishes a false compensaw
tion for this oppression which is very
Aifficult o refuse, especislly since it is
insxtricably bound up with a coplous stock of
traditionnl sentimonts on the joys of mothers
bood, wheress the worker is uniikely to have
an 1llusion that he controls or swns the fruit
of his labouy, both Parents, and pethaps
especiaily the mothar, are culturally sncoursged
to feel that in some sense they have special
riqh&s éf possession over their biclogieal

One of the tragic sapects of the narrisge
systen apong Hindu fonmilies was that the boy end girl
in question were not w@ﬁ sllowed Lo gsee asch other
before getting married, Thus Bipin in "Stri Aur
Purush® (“women and mun®) insists on seeing the girl
But when hia uncie persuafed him that he had seen

A R ’ : A

8, cmnga o8 Branka H;gu‘a Review article,

e SpRatlt, Pe92.
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hef with his own eyes and that the girl was
exceptionally pretey, Bipin uhnwz But what
happens when he gets a chance €0 ses the bride?
She torns out to be an ugly womani
He was dund struck with feelings of
hatred, snguish snd despair. Here was
no charning hesuty which he had imsgined
and dreamt of for ysars. She was an
ugly woman with wide wouth, flast nose and
mollen cheeks, She was fair but her fair
complexion carried mors white than a
heslthy pink, And conplexion even if it
is very clear cannot compeiisate fs:ram
lcoks,. Bipin's enthustissm vanished,
But who really suffers from this bed mateh is the
woman, A men ¢an enjoy himself anywhere, can take
o ancther woman, to liquor ete. bhut for & Hindu
- woman 1t is her husband who is everything for her,
In this atory too, the real victim is the womsn,
She tries to please him by sll means, serves him,
without any return, sll ths hours of day and pight
but Bipin is never pleased with Ners, Not enly thias.
e— In his heart he “wished that {£f she died i¢
would b & good riddsnce., NRext time he would be
more cereful in having e mste of his chotce:®
7. Mansarover, Vole.3, P.3%.
9. Ibid, .34,
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§_AS_DAUGHTEReIN=LAM,

In Hindu families the married woman was
considered & slave to the whole family, She ie
subjected to "family deapotism®, For a neswlywnsrried
girl life becomes intolersble since she comes into a
aifferent home and an sliep environment. Her actions
are mpetviaéé by motherwinelaw, fathersinelaw and
siaters-inelaw, 7This ia 1lluatrated in = story
"Swarag Ki Devi® ("The goddess of heaven®)s

ol B S L L s,

which she was prafsed at home were forbdidden

ntre,. She had been taught all her life to

to uacover her face beforaid it. T

Women in Indian society were raised to be
family crestures. Her ldentity wes s functiomsl
derivative of her role not only ss & wife but aleo as
& dsughtereinelaw, and & sisterinelew. Her own
interests remain subordinate to the | fernily as a whole,
ahe had to lead a life of subjection to the will of
everyons in her hushband's home. She is not considered
an individus)l human being with 8 personslity and
feslings of her own., Bhe was looked upon as an
"insssential being®, £he had to live in a sphere
gxmmamu? suffering, drad and domestic, Bhe was
subjected to all the phtty tyrannies of househsld

i0, 3 BYar, Vol.d, rps7T2=81,



duties, She may try her best to plesss her mothere
inelow but the latter doss not ceass to be oppressive,
Howetomaver oporesaive the mothersinelaw say be o

hey 4sughtereine<law she sxpects her to be meek, modest,
mild and submissive, This has bean demonatrated in &
aumber of s'mriag like “*Do Sakhisn® ("Two girl friends"),
sgwarag ®1 Dovi®™ {*The goddess of heaven®) etc, These
facts hsve been perceived both by women characters
themselves a8 well as Ly the male characters. But it

is selfeperception by woman that is more mparmﬁ

11, As mmd in *Do Sakhian® (*M qirl fkiends®,
, , Vole#, PDe213+278) writes to her
giriefriend Padmes "I am afreid my mothereins
law doesn't 1ike me, X make all e#fforcs o
make her happy, sister., I 4o for her what I
had never done before., I warm up water for
her beth: x bx&m; forth her worship stools

I wazh & when sghe has bathedy I

LAS KRG imr aet shan am 1ies down for eleep
and wvhen she ham gone to - sleesp X fan R I
¥y only wish is that she would speak,\m
genially, But I don't know why does she
castigate me on the snmallest ruse,”, p,245,
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An céumea.sﬁ daughter«in«law was subieciec .
sundry kinds of harsssment, Her sisters-in-law 1if
| they happen to be less educated and less besutiful
then her, creste a havoc for hsr. They teke delight
in spying over her, B5he i3 not even allowed to rend
her bookd? |

JOMAM AS WIPE,

But the worst type of subjection of a wonan
in Hindu society as Premchand demonstrates, is her
enslavement to her husband's suthority. Premchand
repeatedly fmaus attention on the tyranny of
husbands over their wives, All of his works are
replete with such instances.

The whole existence of women depends upoﬂ
plsasing their husbands, 'i*hair entire life 1s spent
waiting for and on them. In fact their sole justifi-

gation rests on male approval. Their desire for

12. Ibid, cChand writes t© her friend about her
sistersineiaw ¢ "She i3 jeslous of me without
any rhyme or reason, 7To tell ysu the truth,
gister, I have almost forsaken tidying up

myself, I don'*t touch books to avoid czit&eime

on my reading habits, Some of the books, I
brought f£rom my father ‘?; house, are really good
and I yvearn to read th

put I am sfraid to 4o

#0 lest gsomepsne ghould taunt me for that. Both
my sistexs-inelav espy me performing my chores,

relaxing or speaking-as if they were spies
comeissioned to report on my every move, I
can’t say why these two ladies take a dslight

in defaming me. Pethaps they dont have anything

else to 40 these days.™ p,246,
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independence and selfeassertion is quelled by men,
Jainl in Prem Xi Vedi compares the life of a married
woman with her Tomay, & pet dog. Az a dog is to his

mastey =5 18 & women to her huabsnd, Jaini remarks:

A man parries a woman snd beconws her
lord, A woman marries a man and she bescomes
his hand maiden., Everything {s hers till
she keeps humouring her fo OEDARENLS,
silk robhes,..Man cennot foryive her for being
hersslf, A woman does not dare utter s word
against a man who is out and out wicked, It
gﬂ hg_hwnm duty €0 regard her man as her

L ]

It is the *role«conditioning® and centuries

of malesdoninated history and culture which have

pe18, Sumitra

in " ';;%% am qivca 11 ,.-,na: viewa, See p.%5.
Also see akuzr Xs Xua®™ {(*Thakur's %qu*
mﬁ% August, 1932) women belonging to high
ndu society describe theiyr positions

oy (men) just order us to get it
(waur} as though we were slaves?®
*If you'ze not a slave, vhat are you? You
vork for food and clothes and even to get
nothing more than five and six rupses you
have tO anatch it on the sly, ¥hat is that
1€ 1t is not being a slave?®

»David Rubin{Translation), p.7%.
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*englaved woren it a miosws of misconceptions sbout
herself and insured her passivity and pam:‘iesmu“”
A woman in Hinduesociety is tholroughly indoctrinsted
to accept and snjoy her oﬁpzuszeﬁg Thus in "Rusum®

. m::mg’ attempts to ;hw m corplex manner in whieh
t&&iiia&; wciﬁ. bioclogieal and cultural influences
subtly combine to make the life of a newly married
woman miserable, FKusum is & living testimony o wman's
tyranny on his wife. She is a woman vho i rejectad
by her husband scon after her marriage for no fault

of hers, Ghe writes a nunber of letters to her
husbend. She does mt} leave any religious sentiment
untouched 3 Pity, shame, refection, justice, in order
to arouse her husband frow his apthy towards her,

But her husband does not reply to any of her letters,
Rusum's letters unveil her tragic helplessness, Thess

ie,

15, Jaini in Prel Ki Vedi points out how the
wonan i3 a2till sonstdered a Privats Property
29 she was in ancient times and how she is
thoroughly indoctriasted to consider her

husband as her god, op.cit, g.,a.
Also see the story "Kusun™, op,cit
pe19 and the story "Lo Sakhian®, gp.clt,




152

letters 4o convey to us how & womsn is indoctrinated
from her childhood to 1desliise hey huasbdand, Husom
expresses this in no uncertain manpnery

»3+8 wWOMAn atarts Avesming abbut her man
{husband) from the moment she bagins to
think cogentlys I also 444 the Same, ..
You have been with me from my childhood,
These feslings have estuined with my very
being..«1 was brought up {n &n enviroament
vhare the essense of a woman's 1ife is
dsvotion to her hushmnd, And not even
envy or jeaslousy can dArive out this
fesling fromw my heart. I aw guardisn of

your KuleMagynda snd prestige}s
The remarks made sbout the patriarchal family, by

¥ate ¥illate, cen very aptly be applied to Xusum's
upﬁrmgug as wll. Branka Magas sums up the views
- held kv ¥Kate Milletdy

The Fatrisrchal family is the agent of
the Patrisrchal order in that Lt socisliszes
the individusl along the stezeotyped lines
of sexusl categories, But tha family does
more than that 3 it sducates the child to
£4t into the existing socfial structure and
its suthoricy, system of values, modes of
relation betwsen pecplie, attitides to
Proparty etc. All these hacome the very
foundation of the individual personslity
becsuse, from & strategic point of view,
the family is extremely well placedsit
seizes the individual fron the very moment
of its birthi?

16, "Eusual, op.cit, pp.l16e19,
17. “Sex Politics » Class Uolitics®, gp,cit, p.8%,
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_The worst aspect of a wife's subjection to
her hushband is that she is made the iastrument of an |
stimal function contraxy to her inclinstions. The
mele-dominated cuolture transforms woman as an "object”
who exists primarily as & source of his sexual gratie
fication, Premchand confemns this tendency through -
one of his female characters in Prem Ki vedi, Lady
Doctor wWilson upbralds Yograjs |

You have also committed the same folly

shilch your brothers are prone to comaiit,

A woman for yeou is merely an object of sex

for tham, They can inflict any tyranny on

women ahd tuim snemies to any woman whe may

perchance d¢ scmething unpleasant to them,

The poor soul is preparsd to tolerate anyw

thing te keep her ?gibm heppy. I watch

this in every homes |

¥an applien this doubla=standsrds o all the
aspects of voments 1ife. A man may spand his tine
ocutside hiz house, in the company of friends and may
wirn up late st pight but & woman is not alwm svn
to step out of the house without the permission of her
husband, If ahe, perchance, happensto csue late at
night she is suspected of Infidelity, as in the cass
of Sunan in SevaeSadan and Maryada in *Rirvasan’ ”s

n

19.  *"mirvesan® (“The banishment”) Chand, June,
1924, Mansarovar., Vol.3, p.%2.
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Womsn s not forgiven whereas & man in a!;mun:
situstion is forgiven by the scciety. |
& womar who want: 8o get rid of her miurin )
by uaﬁa# her husband’s homs has no alternste
arrangsment in the absence of any alternative for
women in ths larger world., She is not even wmﬁa
back by ha: parents dbecsuse they are afrsid of publie
censure, Inotesd the garmt.g advise the aaughu; not
5 lesve her husbend's hously This mekes women curse
their m:m«éz- Thus Kusuy reflects on her -mﬁimm
Lite was to Know thes the 11fe of & wansn 18
ons of degradation for one self, one’s
Pazents and one's husband, The worth of &

wonmay is seither spershended in her gmnw‘
home [ox 1n the m of her imlm., .

20. Ses mm SRaSit,, p«sz-
2l 2id, P,
22, “Rugur®, sp.eit, p.i¥.
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Several of Premchand’s stories and novels
discuss the plight of widowd: The picture of Indian
widowhood that emergss from reading these works is ons of
misery and horror, %& death of their husbands cuts
. off the iﬁaﬁlﬁs women from mrr comfort and inj&mnt;
and their 11&- beconas an unending round of fasts snd
vigils. Tasteless food hecomes their diet and drad
attirs the insignia of their etatme“ They ars doomed
o lead n 1ife of stern privation, But the most trying

23, Some of the stories and novels whia?: msl ndth
the 1life of widows sre s Hamky avab
in MANGAI {s collection o ?rmm:'s '
earilezr novels, collected by Amrit Rai) Sm
?rahuhm. Allshabad, 1978y pPrema (1907), in
: £an) “Haivashys Lesla ("spart of

spair®, Chand, april, 1923
mhﬁ: npu {67, 4 (;’uﬁunw sefrlielly

from January 123 to November, 1927)»
1931), Hans Prakashan, Allshabad, 1980;
tak Bhoi”s (Hansarovar, Vol.4, pp.155«174);

“Suami' ( te 8Sepe.. 1931, ’g%em
Vileds DpeliidealldV)y Seton valli widhwa
widow with Sons®, ¥s VAL ?ah!. pg.ss-asn
*hikkar" t*&admnat'ea + Ms #? 1530,

Mansarover, Vol.l, m.zxa;’ L)

24, In Rankali, just widowsd, says to Puma
*.eoI widowhood I have been turned into &
comoon drudge, 1 am Mntgmd to parform the
function of & cook. In spite of this I an
beaten i by the shoes...Then orﬁqm to_abide
by the instruction:s do mot apply Gon‘t
apply oil %o the hatr; aﬁn't wear ©o wr!ui
Wg‘mw eat Paan ‘etc., ete...®, p.260,
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evil to vhich they srs obliged to underge is the
perpetusl celibscy to which thoy are subjected,

In this regard the condition of childewidows ie

very patheti8® But even widous have their bodies
and the urges of the body are such thet the less
upright among them are driven to sdultery and sven
@mﬁmtioﬁg Those very rare voomn who dare remarry
are finally made 0 repsnt or regret their bold step
by the society, This is demenstrated in the story

“tnikadd,
25. ,ﬁet *ﬁaimhya lecla®, pp.oit,

It i3 an axposition of the ssd ;m.gm of

& emm-vsdum The parsats of the childe
widow o provide diversions for her,
T™is invites comrents fyom the neighbours,
he helpless widow then takes refuge in
raligion snd renuncistion of esrthly things
and becomes B ganyapiy dut hers too ghe e
made subject to public oriticiem. 3he then
takes rscourse to social work, She opets a -

- School and starts minlatering to & sericusly
1llechild, Sut her father closes the School
as it means her kesping awsy £from home and
the resultant jibes of the community.
Exasperated, she c¢ries out in anguish, *Tell
me, 3O ilong as conscicusness abides with me
how can I became inert? It is beyond my power
to consider myself a pathetic creature, lLat
the community say what they will, I don't
care, I can keep my selfwrespett,..i feel
humilisted on being mamted at every stap,
I can't stand this for long.*

28, See m and “HarakeKa-Marg™

‘*m Way to He. march, 1928,
. L vol&, pﬂq 35)‘

e W Voled, DP.213-230,
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The worst aspect of the problem faced by

widows was that they 414 not automstically inherit
their husbands® property in the jointefamily system,
Thus Ratan in Gaban is deprived of everything ahe had
by her late husband's nephew imediately after the
death of her husband, HManibhushan, the nephew, tells
ner *In s joint Hinduefomily & widow has 5o right

to tha propexty o? her deceased hu:wag* And Ratan

cries for reform of this Law 3

1 don*t know which depraved soul made
this Law, If theres ie a God and 1f He is
Juse, T will ask that sinner in God’s

presence whothar he didn't have a mother

of sisters of his own, Did not be f£sel
remorae on huniliating them? Had I besn
able €5 spread my message across the

country, I soculd have told my sisters

pever to get marrisd in the joint families

- and to strivs their best o have separate

house shad@le 1f they had alresdy done so.
I would have t214 them not to hope that

they would have any respect in the jointe
ﬁmlg once theiy husbands are no longer

ae.
29,

Gaban, OpaCit, Pe232.
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the plight of womenepernicious customs ét marriasge,
Aowry, aconomic dapsndence of women on men etc,

The root cause of most of the evila is the
marriage custom, which s the target of sttack in
several stories of Pramchend, Through one of his
male characters, Vinod, in "Do Sakhian®, Premthand -
points cut the two msjor defects of this system:

(1) Pirse, the greatest defact in it is that it

gives religious _fém to a2 purely socisl question or

an&f? {14) sscond, it is a hindrance to the freclom

of individual, It mw&eu our scul by imposing the

pretence of loyalty towards the consorts This tree
dition, Zeels Premchand, has hecome chesolete in the

| present context, '

The oost pernicious and ohnoxious custom of
this marrisge systenm is the heartless custon of dowry.
This is representsd by Pramchend s the main culprit

-

30, 0e,Cites D241,
. "It presented us with false norals and we
keep on going through the old rut to this day,
The meritel vow is nothiog Put a useless
bondage. By giving it such a grand neme we
have accorded it religicus sanction..«I fegard
the narriege custom as the source of all evils®,

»
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for the woes of wdmen, Premchand has dencunced the
manstrous custom of dowry in his various works.
In the cpening pages of a atory “Udhar®
{"Deliverance®) Premchand commentss |
The marriage customs of Hindu Socliety
have beconw so defiled, so troudlesoms
and aso dreadful ;hat ao one knows how they
can be mﬁomﬁ? ,
The resson for this is sinply that *the fear of dowry
‘xisesn, double by double, fourfold by night like the rush
of monsoon w&%ﬁs*. - Premchand mentions this practice
in sditorials with disdsine
Everyone Jdenounces the custom of dowry, but
- that gentlexan who shouts the most in publie
- mestings, asks the most dowry and swallows
up the largest amounts,,.If this year you
nave to marry off your dsughter, you join
the organigation and weep loudly shout dowry
Payments, but tomorrow whesri the time comes
for your scn's marriag 3 then you becoms &
reincsrnation of grnas
In "Bk Anch Ki Rasar® (®A FPalse Pame®™) Premchand

ililustrates thidd

32,
33,
34,

3 Vﬁ1a3p 9.38;_

[} ‘#‘ﬁld, pfzﬁﬁg :
sh, SnaClt, P.10S.

35, Mansarovar, Vol.3, pp.89-94,
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Premchand deplcts husbands who are
indifferent to their wives bacause their fatherein-law
were unsble to provide enough money to them for
pursuing higher efucation abroad. FKusum's husband in
*Xusur® is such & character who does not reply sny af
her letters and is completely apathetic towards her
becsuge he could not get encugh dmn‘;g

1t is this fear of dowry that leads o
humilistion of women by their parentse-ib-law and
‘husbands, for bearing danghters end no sondl

- But the most trylng evil that dowry system
leads to is the marriage of old4 men to girls young
encugh to be their dsughterle Such mismatch results
in mﬁem misery to the pﬁuﬂaﬁitﬁ of m 'm:a&y
*HarakeKa-Marg® {"The Way to Hell®)., There can be »o
eonfjugal love and domestic felicity in hnt'mzﬂu&
1ife. In the prison cf her husband's house she is
doomed ¢ pass her days in sustsined misery snd
confinenent, 7This story is narrated by the protagonist
‘herself in tiw £ixet parson,. She is married off to an

Al o

37 Ses "Rairvssys® {°A deiperate cass”, -5
’ July, 1924, Hensarovar, Vol.3, pp. il%%g?n

See Hirmale, Hans Prekashan, Allahabasd,
19746, This systex culminated in the tragic
and of Nirmsla, Here is 8 sombre tale of
sufferings of a young woman unrelieved by
eny gleam of hope.
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I

old man ¥ always supervises har sctions, suspects
her of iaﬂdautg The young wife dotests him fron
the very core of har hesrt, 8he does pnot want o

see sven his facd? But she lays the entize blame on
e custom of mxlﬁ% She feels sadiatic pleasiure
over his illness and his daath is 2 liberastion fros

aungesn,

Though her husband has left behing encugh

property for her she feels choked in that house and
relinguisbes that house at midnicht but unfortunately
iz trapped by an o1ld women who happens to be s pimp,
'm’mwh she detoats the profession of & prostitute
yet she prefers this iife to the one she had been

- 1ea0ing with the old men. She points out that she

is writing her sutchiography to woern those who marry

53-

40,
41.

Rige === E«lﬁiﬁz Hivmais Emkes lzszzme
Erom fmr step=ssn UAZ 13 33 K3i agss 3IOCS
Rem, her nusband staits nuspmting her of
inosstucus relations, This leads %20 the
tragic snd of the whole fanily &f Tote Rem,

"Nerek-Rebarg®, gp.oit, Pe24e

"Dz this traddtion which mskes it compulsory
for the luckless girls to be glven amy to
one man or the othear, Countless young women
ruefully curse this custometheir delicste
hesrts beling mddan over casually.”

8RaCit,, P24,
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their daughterxs to sen old encugh to be thelir fathers:

I would not have written these lines but
for the hope to swaken the world with their
nelp, I tell you sgain that while choosing
s matceh for your dsughters, 40 not be led
astray by the show of wealth, Property or
linsage, Instead, seg whether the groom
himzelf suits the girl, If you Cannut get a
suitable mateh for her let your daughter be
unwed, You may even kill her by poison ox
throttle her to death but don's marry her
toc & man who 15 old and wasted, A woman can
tolerate anything, ¢o through the most
eslamitions egonyy but what she cannot bear
is the smothering of her youthful desires

’fhat the dowry system i«mﬂ: %o the discordant marziage
and consequent misery of womsn is alsc illustrated in
Another source that makes daughters  llability
on t}wu‘ mmﬁs is ﬁh« various custors related ¢o
marrisge rituals. 7The bride's father is supposed to
provide all the amenitics, even if 1t is beyond his
means, to the marriage party. iMatever is demanded
hes to be procured at once. In case he i unablie to

42. Ibid, pe30.

43, Sumen in Seyssadan ls beauvtiful, sducated
and intelligent girl. Becauss of the lack
of mesns £o procurs enough dowry, she is
married off to a poor man who 1s not eonly
much older to hor in age dut also, intellece
tually inferior to her, 3he is anslaved
and confined within four walls of her house,
He suspects her of infidelity and exiles her
from his home and she is compelled by
circunstances to take to prostitution,
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provide he iz threstaned with dire conseguences by the
£ather of the bridegroom. This is illustrated in the
- 44
story "Paipuji®. When the protagonist of this story
questions bridegroom's father why does he dsmand so much
from bridje's father, he replies » )
It is not & joke, We have come here for

the marriage of our son, and the girl's side

would have to meet cur reguirenents in full,

They will have to provide all thet we demand,

Thay will blasd through m‘"‘&

The next {mportant cesuse of women’s mawﬁuﬁ
o men is the laik of economic independonce, Hecsuse the
husband is the sole wages~earner he dominates the mmﬁ

; “fans Prakeshen, Iilshabad, 1978, Vol.2,

45, m 9;2’5&.

Alao wea the story "Do Sakhian®, w. P 219,
Here the marriege party departs back without petw
forming the marriage rituals and lsave behind the
bride, beceuse the bhreakfast which was sent for
the groom's party was insufficient in quantity snd
the father of the bride ¢ries ¢ *It behoves the
Bride’s side to be hospiteble ¢to the groom and his
party, but hospitality should not be demanded under
threats and as a matter of right.®

46, This hse bean perceived by women characters themw
selves, Thus Suman in Sevaasdan feewls that her
hushbend tyrannizes over ? wshend because he thinks
that hie 18 the bresd-sarner, )

Also see "Thakur-Ks ¥ua“, mﬂ “Sirvasan®,
gz.g}é;, and“Pravigyal op, ol
Hagyaos in "Rirvasan® tells az- nusband Just as Sumsn
toid her husband *you am throwing me sway only

bacsuse you are the owner of the houss and you think

that you sre fesding me®, 9.%2

Purna and Sumitrs in"oratigyd Atscuss with each
othar about the sconumic dependences

Purna 5 Man mms and feads, Yhy should not,
then, he ahow his impudence?
Suniters ¢ Enough, you have sald the best thing,
‘ 1 o6 fasel that way. POOr womasn, she
eannot sarn and is humilisted®, .93,
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anothor csuse responsible for husband's hold

over their wives is the need for pmmﬂwfxa It s
in the very naturé of humen beings to torment the
wesf® *xe have taxen suay from women® comments the
author, “their selfe-respect snd selfeconfidence by
wnsm;%y pg&a&hﬁag them the luugna of duty and
sacrifice”, Man knows that woman ie bound up in the
shackles’ of traditions and customs, that she has no
slternative but to sob herself to death, Therefore,
he goes on perpetrating crueltiss on h'zg.

4%

48,

504

Thus Sumitra in W qmstlcﬁn her friend,
Purna s Sister, can you understand, why Acss
MAR SVEreome Ve woman?

Purns #sid with a mystericus amile & "It $»
not & recent development, Why shouldn't
men overcome womgn when he has always
shielded her?...The question ie of
protection, ¥ho will protéct her?d

Sumitra 3 ¥What protection? Is there pomeons
going to gobble them up?

Furna ¢ The libertines will make their
1ives Gifficult.

OPaCltes DPe9Is

Ses "Rusun®, The writer comments *P-wople

shun the Jogs which bite but the gentle

dogs are sgtoned at by strest urechins for

- fun®, Spacit., Ded7e

Ibid,
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Whatever bs the reasen for the dismal conditions
of women, Premchand is not without hope for their
liberation, But he demonstretes, the women themselvas
will have to take Mti.m.w for improving thuﬁ lot,

perenchand asxgqum garicus mathods to ameliom
rate the conditions of women. 3

Premehand nm to suggest the mpom aﬁ
gelf-vonsciousness amm vomen about their canﬁit.lms.
mtauth.ﬁyamammbym mahana‘
women charactors mdm conscious of their dMeing
oppressed? There are two ways 3 (a) comscioushess
born cut of the nature of their oppressive conditions)
(b} The role of “new ideas” in inculcating radicel
consclousness anchg woman, Tt is worthvhile to discuss,
in brief, these two factors,

{a) Premchand huas mlctod such women characters who
have baqun to reslize er inferior status in their
hugbeand*s family. *mu growving consciousness is not
the result of any mxuﬂt:t&e egency but bogn out of the

i
|
i
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nature of thelir c:ppruﬁﬁ mndhig%ag  They have
begun to think .mdummﬂy and started asserting
themselves an m«mimamﬁ However, this growing conhe
sciousness of thaly rights surfaces through various
stagas. mey sre not miam of being oppressed in
the m;tmim‘ Thay m&&t it netural that a vmm
should follow their m;Wa how-sowever they 1ll-trest
them, Gut seeds of _:émilism take roots in them stesdily

sp.tf;u mz xl gm; mﬁs Em wy ‘ﬁuabanﬁ.s

¥hy? Only @ abidn by restrictions imposed by
rogalis? PBut who caves ﬁm' ry suffaringe?® opycit..

e 34
;’sz m rve DsD7s Sumitra
explains to Purna awut aviour to her husband:

*M!tax: &1} why shoula I m brow~beaten by him? Hed
he ever spoken to pe with love I would have put up
with his thrests as well. But how is one to tolerate
a nan who is alvways dDrandishing about his sword?”

52, Thus Indu *e husband, Raja Mahendra Rumar, in

looks down upsn her zs & housshold slave
and treats her with a degree of superciliousneas,
In the dbeginning she hes not been able to protest
against him but the seefs of rebellion take roots
in her steadily. #Her rebellion against her husband
surfaces through various stages 3 At first it takes
the form of & murmirs "If this is not injustice
what is 4t then? Tarrible tyraniy...In theory I
am 8 but in p:smu sven the servents are
better p laced than I, I don't have even the right
to go out of my house...” ,ggi_cé_gu Pe183,

Hext this simmering revolt sxpresses itself in
Indu's soliloguy, "How can I respect such a man
from oy heartP...] want e worship him,but how 4o
forca my hesrt to do sol® Then it erupta forth in
& heated srgurent batwsen the oounle. *"You want to
make me dance like 8 puppet®, protests Indu, “now
this way and then that vay...l have married you
1 have not s014 my soul &5 you,* Angd ﬁmny xndn
lesves her husband's Wouse for good.
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and they rise from thoeir passivity and indiffarence
end bresk the chains which enslave tham, They finslly
triveph over their subservisat condiviofill,

(b)  Fsremchend has depicted those women charscters who
ars complately passive but assert thelr individuality
as a result of the fnculcation of new ideas, 7These
new idess spread by the feminists sow the seeds of
discontent and lead women to guestion the ascendancy
of masculinity over femininity and discontent become s
& gobellion,

s

$3. Thus Kusum in *Husun® achieves this realisation
when she comeg £0 kpow that her husband had
been indifferent and cruel to her just becuuse
her father could nst procure endugh dowry to
snable him to pursue higher education abroad,
Her father raises e loan to fulfil his son«in-
law's desire Tt the moment Rusum comes €0
know of this fact, & sudden realisation dawns
upon her consciousness and she forbids her
parents to send this money to her husband
because she fasls “it is plainly a dacoity"™.
It is like *forcibly taking away a person fom
his house” says she "and ten demand a fat
amount for his ranson®, Her mother reminds
her that her “god has come round at last after
20 many 4ays® and she is again “irriteting him®,
But thin same Kusum who had bean pining away
for her husbond's love ¢ries in angry tones "It
i3 better to have such a god annoyed. I can't
put up with a man who 18 80 selfish, arrogant
and mean, 1If you send money there, XI%*11 taks
pofeon. I warn you, Please don‘'t tuks 1t
1ightly. 1 don't want ¢o see such a man, I
have decided to ramain independant,”

SDsClles DBt
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Heenakahi in Goden is such & woman. She was
married off to a mon, Digvijay Singh, who was a
libartine snd an alcoholic, Thers is no love botween
rusband snd wife. Mesnakshi “pined inweraly and tried
to divert her thoughts through books snd mapasineds™
ghe starts sttending the wonen's &133; whers she comes
in contact with faxiniets, On the advice of one of
these feminists, Meenekshi *1108 & sut agadnet hor
Wusband for ssparate saintenance®,. 7Though she is the
daughter of a Tallgler and noeds no monoy but she “wanted
to blackes the seputation of her husbind®, Digvijay Singh
in return “£iled cherges of inmorslity ageinst her”,
But his suit is Alamissed and she is swarded separats

s, Avout m mMs of this club, Preochund
comments %,. . here vas lots of talk asongst
then about voting and rights, Eresdon and
female enlightanment, as though they were
creating some deadly weapone €0 use sgainst
the men, Most of the wonen wers ones who 414
not get along with their husbands, who hed
recelived a modern sducation an? as & result
wanted o &mk down ancient traditions, ,
There were aiso several young ladias who hsd
earne? college dagroes and now, c:ﬂnsim
married 1ife s destroyer of aslf-fenpect, ware
searching for jobs. (ne of these was a Hiss
Bultans, whio hisd returned after being mm
to the bar in ingland and was now avployed 4
wiving legal advice o women kept in twimwm
I048, Ppe393-4394,

86, Ibid, p.30d.
57.  Ipid.
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maintensnce, She starts living in s seperste
houss of her own and plunges herself into social
reform movements, Dut the “fires of rosentment”
continue to stoulder within her, She takes het
revangs agsinst her husband thus
One day vhipxnhana, she went &aafun
o ﬂmjay‘& bungalow, A ribald bunch was
gathered there and & pmtztuto was dancing.
Descanding likes s warlike on this
ansexbly of f1lthy devils, she poured cut
chaos and Sestruction, Mahsd by the whip,
people ran in esvery direction, bease crea~
tures helpleas in the face of her fury,
when only Udgvijay remained, she ook the
whip o him untdl he fall mmma&m.sa
How«onwards Digvifay Singh went sround with ¢ revolver,
heeping an eye out £or her, and she “hired s covuple of
58
wrestiors to gusrd hes wherever she want®, 7This in
£wemmum¢m*mﬁaﬂau§g
Thus the chsracters like Xusum, Indu and Meense
kshi after liberating themsslives from husband's tyranny
decide to laad independent 1ives, This creates aelfe
confidence among them and it sisc results in the growth

58,  Ibid.
89, Ibid, p.35%,
80, mc Buﬂmﬂ Bﬂlm watsen t

96 ) arbara has mﬂw usu bﬁ the tem
"ﬁml M sma’ and "wvar of sexes” and mokes a
distinction betwesn the two 3

“The duel of sex can take place only betwasn
individuals interested in each other, The
war of sexes is ¢ mass phenchenon of the
anacquinted, The duel of sex is a1l about
lovae, and its action moves toward settlement,
The war of the sexes s all sbout resentment,
and hostility, and its astion moves towards
& victory and a defest,.®
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of theiy uﬁn A

Sut Premchand has put the quastion of women's
deciasionto lead 1ives independent of their husbands,
in tho context of the existing social mﬁiuma m
the absence ¢f any alternastive for ﬁeﬁﬁn in the society
Guring Premchand’s time, women, once discarded by
husbands had no alternative but to take shelter in
their parents® home, But the parents, generslly,
sfimonished theiz daughters to endore the sufferings and |
dlssusded them from teking recourse to sny bold stii,

61,  Am the narprator in "Rusum" commants &t "One ig
surprised to see how firnly self-sufficient ghe
has become, 1In place of the palor of despondence
and agony, what one discerns on her face is the
rasplendant pink of self.contidence and frecdom,*

mg s De2d,

82, This applies only to women baiengin} Lo lower
middle and middle castes and classzes, The women
belonging to lower castes and classes could work
and feed themsalves. This has been bmght tmt
in the Wgric; u“z;’gﬁ;;) { :ncg»::gﬁ‘} : .
m;g&;- Qlssy DPe ubhagi®™,

va Vol.is pDe257-268,

Thess stories deronstrate that wonen are capable

of transcending their inferiority which is man .

made snd that women both mentally and physically

are not inferior to men,

dgve, apacite, pe32.
Rusum and Indu vere fortunate snough to

have
1ibersl.minded parents vho unlike Sumitre's 4id
not deliver long lectures of docility, sacrifice
and duty to their dsughters, when the latter
decided to lead independent lives,

63,
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Therefores, once & young somsn had her freedom, where

was she to go, and vhet was she to do with it7 It

is true fanily relationshipsofren confined women hut
they also provicded the sort of protection and

Support thst women had great difficulty f£inding alse-
where. Thus suman in Sevasadan, having liberated
noerseif £m hueband*s authoricy 1s faced with a new
set of problema, She is refused ghelter everyvhere.
fhe thinks of establishing her household sll alone but
then she risks the sexuel harzesment, Therefore, Sumen
is forced by her circumstances to take Lo prostitution,
she f£inds this a8 the only slternative to achieve liberey,
| Therefore, in order to save women £zom the dise
grace of leading in-famcus 1ife, Preschend strongly
advocates women's economic independencs, Women must
make themselves completely independent of men through
work,. The importance of bresd-winming job is not an end
in itself but & means to schieve emsncipatiSh, as

64, Govindl in who tries to thrust off the
poke of = st milion of her !amﬁiy o fam
her own &nﬂem&me 11fe, soliloquizes "*,,.5he'd
1ive off the swest of Nher own brow and then no
one could lord it over her, The only rsason this
‘bigshot could be so arrogant wes thet he supported
heggy Row ahe would support herself.” gp.cit.,
Pe
Govindt decides ¢ work as paild labour in order
to gain Andependance.
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Simone de ‘n&mix rightly points out 1

To earn one's own living is not an end
in itselfy but ft i3 only 10 this way that
ane csn attain s gubstantial ifuner-freedom,..
To sustain onesel? materislly is to fesl
thet one i3 & complete DErson,,.65

(o)

Woman as & “oouplete person® is portrayed by
Fremohand in his concept of “Mew me‘? In ordes
to illustrate this we will revolve our discussion
around the four women characters 1 Jaini in Pres Xi
m ¥iss Pedua in "Hiss Pedma®, Padma in “Do Sskhis®
end Meltd in Goden,

Thoss "new women® ars conseious of the inferior
status of the women in awciazg? They reslize that
women's subjection to the will of man is caused by the
hegenony of dominant traditional values and institu-
tions in the soclety. Therefore, thess institutions
coms in for special egiticisn by these W%Zm They

s, aum by Jean Leighton, 51
¥oman, Assoclated Universit
ﬂy‘gu

66, Sea M OPetitss Pule

&7, As radma in "o Sakhia® writes to her friend
Chanda, about the svils of traditional customs
Beesdust sew, all this is the result of the
tradgition you sdrnire so irelessly. The masonry
has rodten and mere plastering cver it won't
4o, A new wall viu have to be constructsd
afresh.® Dp.cit., D.221,
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feol that in the twentieth~century world of freedom
end wonets’s self-reliance, the qualities like docilicy,
submissiveness and passivity are things of past
history and have no relevence in the changing tm:?
They leok forward to the age of "science and techno-
1o0y* with optimiéat?

mxriaqe, as an institution binds women to
endless m!@w. therefore, it is considercd an
obstacle o their mzta-ﬁmimgé; This institution

68, Ibis, Pe2T0.

69 Padza in *Do Sakhis™ writes to her friend
Chanda 3 %,..YOu are sailing your ramshackle
boat of five thoupand yesrs sntiquity and I
ity fast moving new sotor-bost, With me
are the opportunitics,scicence and technology,.
And even 1f a calsmity befalls me I would
rather drown with this boat. Coumtless

people die in rail sccidents But none prefers

to travel by Bullockecarts, Ra.shmya are
wver spreading out, Thet's all.% p.222.

0. Prem Ki Vedl, op.git., p.8.
7.  As Jaini says ¢o her mother

»3 fesl those women should get
marciod W have no personality, enthie
siaanm or 1deal, But those who have
their own ideas, psrsonality, will pover
and desire for appreciation and fame
should remsin unmarried, To nerge my
antity with that of my husbsnd is »
yreat gacrifice m@h I can not maku

m_’ P10,
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becomas a target of mn{%%. 1f compelled by thelr
mothers £0 mACTy the men chosen by them (their

mothoers) these women simply reject their suitors by
putting forwsrd certain conditicns which allow them
to have their smoticnal independence after marriage,

Thus Jaind W puts these conditions

before William, her suitor »

Jaini t My first condition would be to
ask you to get out of the house
the day I sse you talking to
another woman,

vilidan s {(gleefully) 1 Yes, I sgreo, Jaini,

Jaini $ My second condition would bBe to have,
after marrisgs the right to talk
with anyone, go snywhere I like ang
love anyone I desire, Tell me, 4o
you agyree?

T2

. conventional Martisge.

A

exposes the large liocs of
Her mothoer has fixed

up a match for her, Mr, William, But Jaini does

not want to marry him. She gquestions Williem

why does he want to marry? And Willien replies

“hecaunse averyone desires to get narried®,

Jaini explains ths causes of his desire to get

oarcited o

{g) ™You wvant to get married ouly €5 have &
toy to entertain you at home™p

{b) *You want to get married so that when I,
ciad in & nice garee, ride the motors
eyele with you, gmplc may say happily

_ “There goes the lucky My, #William®;

{e) "So thst whan you invite your superiors
to & banquent, I plean them with ﬁatwty

N and they may promote you®)y

{4) *So that you may father children to be
successors to whatever little wealth you
have smussed®,

Jaini in
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William 3 How can it be possible, Jaini?
You are joking., If a man dares
to even look at you then I would
bury him alive.

Jaini ¢ Then you are not the one for mZ3

These women try to evolve a new code of love and

marriage, a code which would involve equality of sexes,

a code of shared ideals and compaqiohship; a code which

does not bind man”and woman into cages. This code

involves stayiﬁg together or living together withaut

involving bonds of marriagz4

74.

Prem Ki Vedi .cit.. Pe2%s |
Also see William Congreve, The Way of the World,
in Herbert Davis (ed). The Complete Plays of -

Wiliiam Congreve, The University of C icago Press,
Chicago, 1967, Pp.449-450,

Congreave has depicted a woman character
Millamant who like Jaini, also puts conditions to
her lover, Mirabell; She would accept him as a -
husband only on gonditions which allow her €0 .
keep her money, her privacy, her wits, and her
emotional independence. BShe puts three conditions,

Ag Jaini in Prem Ki Vedi says to EOQraj, her
lover s "In my view marriage is a spiritual
relation., It iec sinful to entangle it in the
tradition. Marriage is meeting of gwo hearts,

To tie vp 2 men and a woman in the bonds of tra-
dition 1is like harnessing two hearts with a vope,
The relation which hasfbundations in the fear of
society or geligion can never give happiness.

The basis &f happiness is not bondage but freedom,
Love also wants to be free like the flow of a
river, Obstructions ¢reate vermin in it @& and
it becomes fetid., I feel, love becomes lifeless
when restrained by bonds~like a plant dying for
want cf sun-light. I can stay here throughout
the night of my own free will but if someone
closesg the door I wold be anxious to escape
immediately. "op.cit., p.39.
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- But Premchand puts this new voman in 4its
historical specificity. Ik spite of the new idess
and values inbibed by these women, they were pot
able to transcend their traditional conseicusness,
what happens when these ideas are put in sctual
practice by new women? What sort of dilemnas thay
feal? A study of "Miss Padna® and "Do Sskhie® brings
about = discord between thoir ideas and feelings,
thought and deeds, intontions and yesults, lofty aims
and lass than lofty hehoviour, and egdism disguissd
as gensrosity.

Thus Miss Pedms i economically and sexuslly
a fully liberated mZB, She otffers, cne of hex
lovers, Mr. Pragad, to come over and stay with her in

e

5. Ehe s & wellepstadlished lawyer and has

- amagsed vealth, &he "had nothing against
the pleasures of love, but she was agumat
the subfugation of women, and she © -
loothed the debasenment of mrr&ay& into &
wusiness, She felt 1t was infinitely
bettar to remain single and snjoy the
delights of unencunbered existence, 5She
had rio soral compunctions absut sexurl
induigence; eo her 4t wos merely & hunger
of the dody,"”
Translation, Nandini Bopany & P,3al,

S0aCLtss P 134,
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her busgalow, But ¥r, Prased repillies:

X don*t want to lose my freedom, and
you dgn*t went to lose yours. ¥hen your
sérirery visit you hers, do you think I'm
going ¢o 1ike it? wWhan girl friends
turn up, 40 you think you're going vo like
ft7 It will be the same 0ld storp=-first
friction, then bitterness, then the splig,
and before I know what's haprened, I'm
kicked out, 3It's your house after all,
How 40 you expect és friendehip &0
continrue aftear thats

After some discussion they enter into & pact to

regard themsuives as belonging to esch other and

iive togecher on the condition puc forward by
- Hp,. ?Zﬂaﬁzz

But as the tima passes Padme reslizes that

Mg, Prasad neglects ﬁsr. £lirts with his gird

students, when she givas pirth to » baby and

16,
77

.Zb&ﬁ‘ ?11356

Prasad puts forwvard ¢ *I'm not & guest in
your house, I'nm golng to live here as the
mester of the house,™ aAnd Mles Padma
affirmm “Nnt junt the meater of itnhe house,
but the master of my heart, my lord and
master, ny hushand, and I'11 be your
devotes wife®, Ibig,
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while she 38 still contined to bed in h@spitalo
Mre. Presad withdraws all her money out of the bank
and flees sway to a tour of Burope with one of his
young girl students, Miss Padma feels very
migerable, She axg&xi&nae! the kérrtbla human
realigation that one cannot force tha emotions ci
another and it is what one feals, not one says,
that matters, The poignancy of her suffering is
manifest in the last linas of the storyr
2 monmth pngsed, Pedme was standing

by her bungalow gate with her baby son

in her arme. Ber snger had subsided into

£ grief-stricken hopolassness, Her

foelings for the infant slternsted betwesn

pity, and love, and loathing. She saw &

Buropesn couple golng out for a stroll

with their bsby in » Parambulator, She

looked a2t the happy husband and wife with

poigquant 1aggiﬁg, suddenly her eyes brimmed

with teaxs!
The axample of Mise: Pedma brings oul the fact that
agononic independence m&y be necesaazy but it is
not a pufficisnt csuse of real ﬁreeﬂaag Padme is
not traditionally fomining, iz the sease of being
docile, flutteryebound, OShe hag cultivated all of
her gifts of originality snd intelligence, she is

sconomioally independent, and yeat she is prey to

78,  Ibid, p.139,
1@0 3% JM“ Iﬁiq&m t Y 3 t"l* ‘ :.,7;—,_ 2
 Homan, op.clt, p-‘rz. '
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axtrems emotionsl fragility. 8he expects to £ingd
her raison &' etre, her value and her very being
from man, Aa Jean Leighton points outs

To live for love, even the most sxalted,

Because of the uitimate Sependency entaileddd
Therefore Miss Padma iz not » "positive” heroine
betsuse of her dependency and wesknass,

But aven those new women who 4o not undertake
any such pacts snd asctuslly marry ¥ n#n of their
cholce based on ladve and friendship, are dominated
by treditional 'feminine psychology® in spite of their
advoczoy of equality of sexes snd thely Jofty disdain
of conventional morality. One such women is FPadms in
*ro Sakhia®, She mossures her husbandiiup sgainst the
standaprds of conventivnal love, What are these
atméarﬁw That a men should come home and make
presents to his wife, got her new ormaments day and
night, get new clothes stitched for her and be sver
busy in procuring laces for hegi The wife would have
thentne complainta agelinst him and he would de colled
an idesl husband, ®whose love for wife is sbove any
dour@?e |

80.  Ibid, p.S4.
G!, ' b¥ 5@%1&”3 W Pe 257,
82,  Ibid, | |
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Becond, she wvants to be domineted by her
&usbang§ But her husband, Vinod, ie a "“supporter of
sbsolute freedom for both husband and wifSe* He wants
to see "that sort of love bétween man and woman s
may exist between two independent persons. It is not
love that thrives on aemem§§” Though Padma does
belicve in Qqnan#y of semes yet in practice she is
unable to transcend the traditional faminine
psychology. As she herself writea to her friends

Vinod himself wants to be free and let me
be fres as well, He does not interfore in
vhatever X 4o, and foes not like to be interw-
fered with., I think this frecdom is poisonous
to both of ug,  Freedom may be priceless in the
world but 4t home it is interedependence that
progpers, I want to own Vinod es I own my
ornaments, If Vinod gives away any of my
ornaments without my permission I would quarrel
with him, I want to have these rights on Vinod
and him to have the same rights on me, He
should be watehful about my activities, The
people I meet, the places I visit, the books
3 read, the way I spend my lifeehe gmmm
¢learly observe nll these matters.®

83, As Padma herself writes to her friend "I want
that he should rule over me, I want to sed
his firmness, hie inpetuosity and his strength.
1 have had enocugh of his love, humour and
confidence., It doss not satisfy me."” \ow 233

84,  Ibld, p.2z,
85.  Ibigd, p.258.
86, 2bid, p.238,
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All the weaknesses faced by the "new women®™
are cvercome by the ‘positive woman® as depicted by
Premchand, vhet is Fremchand's concept of the
‘absiﬁw woman®? If we clud the positive foatures
of m new women and that of ﬁm smanclipatory aspects
of 8ofis in Rengbhomi snd Sukheds in Earambhumi, what
finally smerges is the cohersnt and eophatieally -
positive conception of woman, embodied in the person
of Malti in Qodan., Iet us :&ﬁmn Halti's charscter
in @:&ﬁt to srrive at an {des of #rmham!‘u concept

of*positive womand |
Prezohand has wmaya& m&w of Malti's
ﬁtm&%@t in vwo phases, In the ﬁ:ﬁu phase she is
dapicted a5 & ‘new woman’, an ideal of woman's emancie
pation in the content of the western cultuld. she s
praceising physician who had studied m&mmﬁ in
Pngland, She makes the men-folk dance &0 har tunes,

87 Premehand describes hexr thuss *,..8hs was the
. iiving foage of modernity-expertly mads up,

delicate but full of life, lacking any trace
of hesitation or shyness, & wirard at sharp
repartea, An expert in mals paychology, &
connoisseur of the plessures of 1ife, and a
magter in the art of charm end enticement,
In placs of conseience she had glittery in
place of heard, coguetry, And she put 8
styong Hlock on her faslings that checked all
dapires and psasions.® op,cit., p.76.
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and ghe sppears €0 be deariving & suppressed p&mg_u
out of Lt, Mr, Ehenns, a capitalist, is one of

Hiss Malti's devotses, He hovers *round her 1ike &
‘pee, trying comstantly to talk to her, unsble to take
his eyes off heBe" She belioves that the new socisl
order is bapsd on wealth and sdusation, thamfou she
too cares for the rich ont§S

It 18 the socisl and sconomic sonstrainte or

Wxﬂmﬁ that potivats Maltl to bs & coquetts.

She 18 gsy Decsuse she Xnows the price for gaiety.

Ber *twittering and glittering" does not mean aha
“thought iifs to be all fun or the world intended ealy
for her mjwmge‘; on the contrary, her iight hearted-
fNess "was an attenpt to emse the m&m‘ of her
responitbilities a 11te38%, ohe was the lone working
women in the household, Her fathor is a paralysis
patient am? beceuse of hic aﬁ%eﬂm to slaechol and

§3‘: Pcﬁ.

“Pake my c:an‘ she says to Mehta, “If scme poor
vioman comas to my clinic, she may not even be
called for hours, But 1f & lady shows up in a
oY, 1 g&qrut%wratmmaaamitm
her s tmqh sove goddess hed appesred,”

Ibid, .27
90,  Ibid, ::.39&.
Pl Ebid, p.194,
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mest hes piled up hugs dabes, Besides, she hes

boar the expenses of her sisters’ sfucation, The

full responsibilities fsll on Malti. All this finsncial
mam arives her to flatter the rich men,

The second phase of Malti's personality growth
pegins when she comes in contact with Dr, Hehts, &
miwvnlgy teather by profession and & ressarcher in
Philosophy. Helti's character and perscnality under-
goes a gradusl transformation in contact with )
Mr. MehtB2 All the men Malt{ had met previcusly
had "encouraged hat sansusl instinots™ and any incii-
nstion to service and secrifics had been wasting
sway until "1t was revived by Mahts®., How she 4i»
inclined towerds philanthrophy, selfe-sacrifice, Gervice

o

92, Pramchand comments: ®...She'd made fonls of
my mmmr of learned and inportant men with
3 & smile, a stare or a sultry look, and
na aropped then, unabdle to uild her
ii a on those foundations of sand, But
today she had found rugged, solid, rocky
ground, the kind that gives off sparks when
struck by pich exe, And its roughness
bacane wore and more fascinsting.”

ibid.

In the later part of the oovel shs herself
femarks ehout Mehte: ., Alaplays a more
attractive image of manticod than I ever saw in
my previcus sircle of acqninmms. A man =0
asteractive, so kind<hearcted,,.”

Ibid, p.354,
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of the poor bacomes her goal in u:%?f

Mehita, too, in turn, gets fnfluenced by her
transformation, Until now he "had spent most of his
time in study end meditation? After trying everything
and “oarefully investigating varicus schools of philos
sophy™, he *had concluded that the poth of service,
iyving an those of activity and insctivity was
the only thing that could make 1ife mesningful®, that
could elsvate and ennable gﬁ. Having discovered this
truth, *he could no longer rest in pomce, It had
become necassary for hinm to act without self-interest
‘a8 much as possible, 9%

Thus thers is a dialectical relationship between
Haltl and Mehta and put of this there svolves & new

93, *she was beginning w discover the joys of &

1ife of gervice,. In the days of pelf«indulgence .

she had never known the ploasures and delight
she experienced now in relieving the suffering
of others. Those desires ware like flowers
which had faded away as the fruit appeared,
She had passed beyond the stage where puecple
consider gross plessure as the graatest
happiness, That plessurs nov sesned supew
ficial and degrading and rather dlsgusting,
what pleasure was thess in that big duingslow
when wails of distress seomed to be ¥ising
from the sad huts all round? ammg in a oar
was no longer & matter of pride,.."

Zbid, ped0S.
24, Ivid, p.373,
95,  Ibid, p.3T4e
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iove, Dased on higher valuex. It is also & manifese
tation of thyhew morals. It io a love based on
eguality, shared fdesls snd companionship. This does
not lead to an end in ftself dut a means to schieving
& higher geal of trensforning the soclety, 1% is with
this higher goal in her mind that Malti rajects the
wraditional marriage with Mehta because ahes doos not
want to cdonfine the soul of » man as intelligent and
gifted as Mahta, in that Qungeon of marrisge. She
tells Mahta that the world nesds dsdicated men like
him ¢

asoTear, injustice and terror reverborate
all over the earth, The fires of blind faith,
religious hunbuyg and self«interest are raging.
You've heard thet ory of distresa, If you
won't listen, vwhe will? But you cen*t turn
a denl ear the way corrupt me J0, You'1l
shoulder the burden. You must psish forward
on that psth with evan more drive and mt.huu
aim in your intellect &and lesining, in
snlightened love of hunmanity all X411 follow
along behind, 06
Thas ahe subordinstas her personal life to sccial
concerns. They decids to live together as friends,
and work for transfomnation of apciety, Thus they
bring about 8 superior relationship unfettersd by the
sSordid esncerns of jealousy and possessiveness so that

o6, Ibid, p.413.
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the resulting harmony will be richer and more humanly
jinteresting than the accord of a welleattuned coupls,
We can get an acho of Mehta and Halti's love, in the
lines that W,.B, Yeats wrotes 0 FPlorence fares
You cannot think what s plessure it is
to e fond of somebody to whim I can talk...
To be moved and tslkative, unrestrained,
one's own self, and to be this not because
one has crested some absursd delusion,..but
because ome has found an erual, that ig the
_ bost of 11fe.97
But Makti and Mehta's love mmhn peyond this level
0. It iz something meant to transform the whole

sne 1&&3&

On the m hand Premchand advocates squal rights
for men and women, women's atrucgle against their
husbands for their rights, advocatea even autonony as
an alternative to marrisge, and on the other hend he
preaches through one of his spaokesman, Hr. Mehta in
Goden, the idevlogy of familism, exaslts motherhood,
women's sense of sacrifice, selfesurrendsgr and their
devotion o lmsbands, As Gita el sums up the chief

97 tuoted by Parbers Bellow Watson, op.cit.,
Pp.681-82, S
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characteristics of P-vemchsnd’s women charscters t

Pramchand regards women as higher than
men becsuss of thelr lofty and spiritusl
qualities,..5exvice and sffection are their

basie nature and love is the foundation of

their 1ife. ‘The woman’s heart is made of

the subtle principles of gervice, Mothers
love is so pSredominant in & woman that if

it e ssid she is only mother, that whatever
thare may be beyond this {s all & prelude to
motherhined, 1t would not be an exaggerstion,
I% her is such & strong mother-love and s

she grows older it becomes so deep, that she
beging to regsrd Ge young man as a son and her
heart is not touched with the flavers of
denire, The life principle of a woman is love
and she {s unmatched in her upholding of its
highest ideslseself-gacrifice, unselfishness,
absence of passion. In one sentence, woman is
the visible imsage of service, salf-denial,
asli-gacrifice, purity, love, affection, selfe
control, courtesy, pride and other bheautiful
and generous emstions,98

Hehta in Codan, attridutes all these qualities to wommn,
Helita wbraids those women who want 8o adopt the mage
culine yoles and who want eguality of sewxss, According

to him women are as supericr to man as "light ia to

: , Delhil, 1365, Cuoted

i o P99

mbﬁﬂ. G.Swm o peu to the absonca of sex

in Preschand's wonen characters “,,.,All strong

buman urges are sublimated to the presantation

of Piremchand's idesls for scciety. love

mmms no seN,..8nd sax iz fietionally ignored,
in place of dialogues of z'aal lovers there 4is en

, masitien of idesl love,” w;&. Pel107,
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darknese®

seoThe highest ideals of huwmn race are
forgiveness, sacrifice and non-violence,
vomen have alreaxdy attained that ideal, Men,
on the other hand, have been struggling for
centuries to reach that goal, supporting
themselives with spirituality end a sense of
Suty end the help of tha sages, But they've
not been able to succeed, I toll you - put
all wen's spirituslity and religious discipe
1ine on the one side of the scale and it will
be outweighed by the sacrifice of the women
o the other," ¥

Mohta feels that women heve reched s higher
stige in the avolutionary process than men, just as
“love, saorifice and devotien are supsrior to violencs,
wvarfare and axﬁc%ga“. "Motherhood® says Mshta “is the
grastest accomplishment 3.54 the world® invelving the
greatest "self-denisl, the grestest sacrifice, the
| grootest vﬁ;%w." ?hezei‘ow; preached Mehta, that
woman should prefer s 1ife of home, of nurture than
that of the life in the larger world, the masculine
role,. ¥ehta echoes the words of Greer who in turn
schoes Roussesut

indesd. If women can supply 8o counter balance
to the blindness of male drive the agyressive

50,  Goflan, Op.eit,, p.I9%.
100,  Ibjd, p.150,
101. Ibig, p .244,
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socisty will run to jts lunatic extrones at

ever-escalating speed, ¥Who will ssfeguard

the despised animal foculties of compaseion,

empathy, innecence and aensuality?® 102
Ashley Montagus also, gives asimilar views

Civilization is the srt of being kind, an e P E
that women have learned much bettar than men,’

At the gurface there may seam to be a contradiction in
remehand*s idess, If Lt is a contradiction, then it
ts rooted in the society of Premehand's time, What
Premchand condetned is the blind imitation of the
maafs/aﬁ the wcig‘f He was critieal of the negative
agpeots of the feminist movement in western countries,

The sexual emancipation of woren in the Kest has remained

a8 an end in itself, It has not contributed much tovards
changing the atatus of women, They mmue to be

102, fuoted bg Branks Maugas "Sex Politics : Clasa
Politica®™, op.cit., D71

3103. Ashley Hontagus, The Hatursl Supe
New York, 1970, Cuoted by Jean le
De22Ms

104, As Mebts says %t saddens ne O ses our sisters

adopting the 1deals of the West, vhere women have
surrencered theiyr rightifal position as nistresses
of the hame and have fallen to a lavel whers they
are mere sexuel plavthings. A western woman wants
indepondence so as to indulge herself fully in
wOrldly plesguren...Blind imitation 1is & sign of
oantel weakness, .. Western wolhan,..is saorificing
the modesty and dignity which is her crowning
glory on the altar of frivolity snd erusesmnt,..
What grester degradation can axist for & woman?”

op.cite, P02,
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regarded ae an object of sex, as Barbaras Bellow Uatson
points out 3 ' |
oo« The sexual revolution of the ninstoenth
century and the sexusl countererevolution of
the twentisth centory have made no radical
change in the stetus of swomen. The divinity mey
have gons, The dream.world fdeal of chastity
may hove been replated by a dresm-world idcal of
lubricity, Trom the point of view of women's
status, it doss not matter what the sexual
gtandards may be, for es long o8 they are
regardad as defining her, the rezl definition
of her stotus is unchanged,105 ‘
To sum up, Premchand not only raleed his volce
egainat the dismal condition of women but he went on
to sugyest mespures tO improve thelr lots. And while
he councelled, the gamut of our society badly needed an
overhanl, it was for the wvomen themselves to secive for
their rights, 1In short Premchend ergued that women's
1iberation must be the work of women themsglves, But
Premchand does not edvocate battle of sexes. He plesds
for the recommition of the superior and noble gualities
of uwomen and hence to stop oppressing them and to creat
them as humsn beingm,. Finally, he feels that the need
of the hour is the companionship of men and women o
tranntors the socisty. Thie fdas) is embodied in the
rejstionghip betwesn Mehts enfl Maltl which is Premchand's
14eal 200,

105, Sarbare Dellow Vatsos, Suatit., p 81,
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CHARACTERS AS PROTAGONISTS OF SOCIAL CHANGE




CHAPTER = V

CHARACTERS AS_PROTAGONISTS OF SOCIAL CHANGE

In the last three chapters we have examtnad
Premdhand's perception of fural exploitatien, changes
in rural society and the women's problems. In this
chapter we propose to study how the enlightened men
try to bring about change in the society. The
discussion would focus on the , {a) Problemg of
peasants and {b) Problems of women and haw.sOme of
the protagcnisté perceive these prbbleﬁs"and‘btiﬁg
%@ut changes in the society. 1In discussing these
¢haracters we will rely upon various tues such as
{1) their dialogues with other characters, (ii) their
actions and (iii) the authorial ccmmentsvéﬁ the

omniscient author.

(n)

Premaghankar, Chakaradhar and Amarkant are

idealist educated young men who can be termed as

1. The characters that we propose to discuss
~are t Vithaldas and Padam Singh Sharma in
Sevagadan, Premashankar in Premasghar
Chakaradhar in Rayakalap and Amarkant in

Karambhum umi .
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ptablematie‘indtv1dua§a. They are problematic in
the sense that their values are at variance with
those of society in which they live, Thus Premae
shankar returns home from Americs, with the aim
of improving the methods of agriculture, but his
hopes are shattered when the tradition<bound
sotiéty boycotts him as he has f£louted the taboo
of éressing the ae%.l whﬁs Premashankar's problem
is how he c¢an life-in'a society governed by the
farces;aﬁd constraints of obscurantism and supere

stitich and simultaneously try to change it.

24 The term !'Problematie individual’ is applied
by George Lukacs in The Historlcal Novel,
Penguine, 1962.

3. He says to his ycunger‘brothet Cayanshankar
- "1 is safd that for all your intelligence
- you remain a slave to the Biradari,

especially when you concede that the
Biradari*s intervention in the matter is
absolutely irrational. Education should
make you a pathefinder for your community
. and endeavour to reformy; not that you
should saerifice your own principles
nndeg its pressure.® Premasharam, op.cit.,
p.l‘i .
Premashankar upbraids his brother for
divorce between his theory and practice.

4, 8imilarly Chakaradhar and Amarkant are not
at peace with their family. Amarkant's
problem is how he can live in a family
governed by exchange values,
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Their's iz not & passive dlsagreement with dominent
social values but they are involved in & search for
authentic values, Thus Amarkent is searching for
suthentic values in the context of what Lucien Goldw
muanrdaaﬁtiheﬁ as "a degraded 5Q¢i&§?‘g By the
phrase *Jegraded socioty we rmasn the dominant value
structure prevailing in Amaxkant's family, His
problem is how he ¢an live in & family goveried by
exchange values, _ |

And what ore these suthentic veluss? These
values are s identification with the pessants and
then dovise the means to bring about a change in
their conditions. They make a survey of the villages
and try to establish a degres of rapport with the
villagers. It is this type of activity-the attempt
to transfoin society and relationshipe - that give a
meaning to their lives, by engaging in practical
work they strive to purge themsgelves of the emotional
and ideoclogical incrustations of the past,

By studying the problems of the peasants they
f£ind that the social as well as economic conditions
of the pessants is very miserable, Thus the village
vhaere amsrkant is working is inhabited by Harijans,
They are at the same time poor peasants (tenenta),

Alean Sheridan,

L
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He feels that the social conditions of the Harifans
is very miseiab;e; Therefore, he sets before
himself a prdgramme‘of soéial reform. The main
aspects of this programme are {a) séread Qf
education, (b) cleaniiness, {c) removal of the e#il
~ of dxinkiﬁq’i.e. prbhiﬁiiiénr and (d) the removal
“’;f the custom of eating the meat of a deaé aniﬁai.e_
Amarkant wants to'iﬁplement this pfogramme in or&ef
o bring about Qadical change'among the unﬁeuch£$ieé¢ :
-'Awatkant‘sveduaational'piOQrammé giﬁs at”cégting
away the colonial hegemony féem the‘miads of ﬁhél
masses., He feels that in order to emancipate ﬁ&é
peasants, autonomous aéuaatian iz very impoitént‘
becaﬁse the later frees the minds. He is successful.
in 1n¢uléatin§ social conseiousness among éhe peaséﬁtﬁ.
The worst problem of the peasénts is their
miserable economic conditions. .What'is the cause of
their gavuity? “Tha'reSponsibility o£ theif poverty® |
says Premashankar "lies not with them but with the
circumestances unaér wvhich they spend their livgsa“

And what are these circumstances? Their intetnai

6. Premasharsm, op.cit., p.207.
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discord, selfishness and the flaurishing-of éﬁeh
an erganisation as héa become & manacle for them?
- Obviocusly, Premashankar is referring to the insti-
tution of zamindari. He delves deep into the
source of all these problems and arrives at thg
_esnclugion that “all these branches® appear "to be
-stemming from the same sources the existence of
which depends on the blocd of the peasaﬂ%s.> And
this source is the colonial state

Thus these characters have gtasped‘thé'
- reality and then they want to trﬁnsfétm.thaﬁ
. reality. 1In the process of tranéfmrmiﬁg this
reai;tyJﬁhey‘vacilla%Q. get thaméeIVés.ttansfotme&
,h}'ﬁhat reality. Thus there is dialectical -

j‘?%' Co Ibig L ]

9, ' "Wwhy is there rift amongst them? Because

of the maladministraticn of the existing
regime, Why 1s there no mutual love and
trust? Because the Raj considers such noble
feelings dangerous and does not lét them
€£lourish, What 15 the 2333 result of this
internal strife? The division of land

into increasingly smsller portions and
consequently the immense rise in the
land-rent." Ibid.

10. Ve would Aiscuss this aspect later,
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intersection of the individual and the objective
reality,.
V What are thé ways and means adopted by these
characters to ameliorate the miseries of the
peasants or how do théy*transfezm the reality.
First of all they make efforts ¢to inculcate consg-
ciousness among the peasants about their rightd.
They adopt various methods to perform this task.
Premashankart's $irst step in this direction is to
¢reate public copinion against division of land into
fragments which are not viable economically. He
expresses-his opinion in this matter in the news-
papers to "inspire someone more experienced. skile
'ful and gifted to take the matter in his handga
Chakaradhar organises various Kisan sabhas.  This
is the result of this inculcation of critical conse
¢iousness among the peasants by tﬁese Kisan‘sabhas
they (the peasants) decide to refuse to do begar for
— |

Thus these charécteré ¢hannelise peasants?
energies into a constructive, peﬁeefui; non-violent

and constitutional form of étxugglé. But when the

110 QEoCitac p-207c
12. Kayakalap, op.cit., p.43.
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constituticnal form of struggle is not able to
produce any positive results the non-violent,
non-constitutional form of struggle is also not

ruled out, Thus Amarkant, in Rarambhumi adopts

both of these strategies, one after the 6ther; Tho
demand in question ia the rudnetion ef xen%? Amar-
kant makes petition to ‘the Zamindar and to the
coionial Bureaueracy but doea not adhieve any
resulta._ Thereafter he launches a 'naﬁntax caﬁpaign‘ '
and it takea the shape of a powerful mavementa '
Thare is severe repression and the genetal genoeide
of the magses by the aolonial atate.' |
Amarkant does achieve a positive result in |
terms of inculcating political consciousness amang

the Kisans by leading this mavement14

THEIR LINITATIONS

These characters are coastrained by certain
iimitgtions-which to some extent hamper their efforts
o bring about reform in the society. Let us examine

séme oi these 1limitations,

13. See Karambhumi, op,cit., pp.R242-258.

14, See this dessertation, Chapter-II, ppe.\to\i),
for further details,
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The most important aspect of these characters
is their'vaciliaﬁian between the two,pn;lsz the
pull of the social ideal and the pull of social
1inkages. Thus Preméahankar's dilemma is that the
village 6£fzaﬁhanpur vhere he is acﬁivaiy warking
amoaé the peasants, belohgs to his'younger'ﬁrother,

Gayaﬁshaﬁkat. Thaugﬁ he has cast away his associ-
) §- -

v

ation with the institution of ngindarfandjlivea '
among the péésants, yet his social linkages d¢ hinder
to. some exténi hiz efforts to iwplemeht his programmes.
It is worthwhile to quote éwo episédes from Premasﬁafam
to iiiﬁstraté this aspect, | ‘ | ‘

bne suéh incidence is when he starts propagate
ing among the peasants the need to put an end to the
teﬁdeﬁey of f:agmentatiop of land by force of law.
A friend tells him that "it was his illusion if he
thought it was possible to pgt an end to this. custom
by force of law". The root of "this poisonous weed"
says his ftiend "lies in the very core of man's heart®,

and unless uprooted, the custamj“wouid:cantine tc

15. He tells his brother "I don't want even to hear
that I am the Zamindar of that village. I want
to earn a 1iving by my own sweat, not be a
middle man, a broker...Think yourself, what
kind of a justice it is that we should pile up
money while others toil for ft..."
026 cito e p. 1‘6'
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Ehfiv%g. But Premashankar refutes his argument
by pointing'oué "Law can bring some sort of a
referm%? To this the gentleman rejoins emphati-
cally that it is absolutely not possible, "enthe
other hand" he asserts, "the selfishness will
assume. a2 more heinoua form on not getting a chance
to come out in the cpeﬁe. At this point Premchand
by a mere dramatic device turng the whole argument
against Premashankar bY’ﬁékiné a'poér_peasant. who
- had‘réturned from the court after moving an appli-
cation for division of land, speak out i
| o I say, nothing will happen. We' only

follow you people. When even hrothers

cantt pull on tcgeﬁher amongst you, what

- will happen to us! God has given you

everything and yet you are living away

from your b;oﬁher.ig
These uncouth remarks pilerce into the heart of ?ﬁema—
‘shankar. He bows down his head. The peasant realizes
that he has “uttered something improper® and begs to |
be excused for vwhatever fault he might have eammitteg,'
¥et Premashankar instead of explaining the ideological
differences which led to his separation from his

16,

Ibid, p.207.
17.  Ibid, |
18, Ibid.
19, Ibid, pp.207-208.

.‘[
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brother, accepts that the peasant has not said
anything‘;mpnapegg He lays the entire bhlame on
himsel%% For a moment he is prepared to s;nk all
the differences with his brother and make a comproe
mise with him., This would naturally invelve
compromise at the coat of his social ideal. He
relies on the acts of good will to win over Gyan-
shankar but £ails. o

20, "...I needed this plain-speaking, . You have
taught me a good lesson. There is no doubt
that rancour and envy prevail amongst the
aeducated ag much as it does in the illiterate
people and I am myself at fault in this
natter. I don't have any right to lecture
others," 1bid, p.208.

21. ¥hile left alone Premashankar ponders over
this questioen. The more he thought, the
more blamesworthy did he find himself. %It
is all my doing" he soliloquizes, "If he had .
a gquarrel with the tenants, it 4id not
behove me t¢ side with them, Knowing that
Gyanshankar had unleashed tyranny, I should
have lived away from him or brought him
around with brotherly love. This I couldn't
do. On the other hand I have picked up a

quarrel with him, &bgonceae that there is an

acute divergence in principles and mine but

why should the difference in principles infect

brotherly love, Granting even that he has
always ignored me, to the extent that he has
bereft me of the love of my wife, I, to0,

have not ever tried to be with him, to forget his

ill-treatment or to tolerate his bitter jlbes.
If he slipped ¢ne finger awvay from me, I
moved away by palm, Iove of principles does
not imply that one ghould become hostile to
one's near and dear ones, This is a good
opportunity for me to clear my heart for
him,* Ibid, p.208,
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That Premashankar, thus, wavers between the
two pulls s thé pull of the soclal ideal and the
pull of social linkages, is very well illustreted
in another episada. At the end &f the novel,
'Premashankar is éiected a member of the Councii, -
-He wants to raise the question of landereforms in
the Gouncil. But samehow he is hesitant to do so
| because of the‘feai‘af Gyan?haﬁkar; ’Tﬁough Premchand
contrasts the attitude of other members of the Council
~ and that of Premashanka§2yet-tuo years pass away in
this manner and although %he "friends qroup haa
charmed the Assembly R Premaahankar scill éannat _
muster eneuqh courage to present his proposal, the

. purpose ef which was to take away irom the Zamindars
their right to eje&t the tenants._ Why 9remashankar

22. -Premchand describes the attitpde cf other
members of the Council thusi *,,.Pecple ¢came
to the Assembly to amuse themselves and
went away after raising a few silly questions
and ShOWing off their gift of the gab“.
but doubtlessly, they were devoid of the

- purpose of serving the masses. The motive
- and endeavour: the means and the end all
merged in the privileges..." Ibid, p.411.

But for Premashankayr and his group
Premchand levishes praises “"But Premasharam
- did not have that laxity...Peaple wexe
already devoted to service here. Now they
got an opportnnity to broaden their scope
Of WorK.so" ;do .
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is heaitant? Premchand comments

«sotie himself belonged to a Zamindar
family. dJwala Singh too was a Zamindar.
Lala Prabhashankar who he adored like
his own father, could not tolerate the
diminishing of his rights even by & hair's
. breadth, on account of these reasons he
hesitates to bring his proposal before the
Assembly. Though the Assembly had a large
number of landlords, Premashankar did not
fear the Assembly, as he 4id his own
relatives. At the same time he felt aadas
on diverting from the path of his duty...

This sums up Premashankar's vacillating attituée,
Becond, these characters' attitudes ara
governed by middlew=class Psychology. They arelegaists,
at times, they care for their name and fame, are jealou
of their coeleaders. This is very well demonstrated i
the case of Amarkent in Karambhumi, It is worthwhile t

give some examples from this novel.

Amarkant meats the chieﬁ district offieiai.
Hr. Ghaznavi, in order to petition on behalf of the
peaaants.v When the later starts cuttzng cheap_jokea
about girls with Amarkant his ego gets boossaf"
Then Mr, Ghaznavi seeks Amarkant's opinion whéthgg €0

arrest Atamenand who is creating trouble for them by

23, _ Ibidﬁ po412.
24g Kam‘hﬂmig Etﬂit‘ p.255.

T S A
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ineiting the Kisans to adopt non-constitutional form
of struggle, Premchand commentss

Such a high official was talking on equal
terms with Amar then why should not it go to
his head. ‘'Atmanand is in fact spreading
fire® thinks Amarkant. ‘*Peace will be .
established in the region if he is arrested, !
Swami is courageous, & good orator and a true -
servant of the comntry but at this juncture
it is better he is arrested,® He replied in
a manner to ensure that his feelings are not
exposeg but at the same time blow is aimed at
Swami 45

And Mr, Ghaznavi is able to fathom Amarkant's inclina-
tions. Amarkant, though devoted to soclal reform, Yet';
becomes vaingloriocus and conceited when Ghaznavi offegs
him 1ift in his car and drops him to his villages

In the morning Mr, Ghaznavi sent Amar to
the village in his own car, »Amar's pride and
jov knew no bounds. The company of officials
had lent to him an officious majesty. He told
the villagerss *The administrator of the
Pargana is arriving to investigate into your
condition., I warn you, no one should make a
false statement. Whatever he asks should be
replied to accurately, Neither should you
hide your condition, nor exaggerate it. The
investigation should be factual., Mr, Salim
is very noble and sympathetic man, There is
bound to be delay in the investigation, But
theré is always delay in administration. It
is such a vast region, months may be spent in
touring through it., Till then you start your
Kharif operations, I assure you eight ann3326

exemption for a rupee. Patlience is 3
Ye w a Voh'\jc

25.  Ibia,
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This, also has an effect upon his co-leader Swami
Atamanand who “saw that Amar was eorneéing,ali the
eredit to himself and there will be nothing but
disaredit in SVam&‘s 1o§3 Therefore, he ¢hanges his
sides. Amar and 5wami *spoke from the same piatﬁa:m.
Swami bent & little, Amaz'offerethis héﬁéé épd then
there wns-coaberatién betweentthezg.' This elaarif‘ |
indicates that they vere serving the Riaaﬁs for
getting game, | | |

Thira. though these characters are motivated
by idealism and their values are at,vaxiance with
Ehos of the saciety, yet their effoxts %o bring
absut change in the society, in ﬁhe beginning arn _
only half-hearted. It is beeause the force of cirzumu
stances than their conscious-dgeis;on that they L »
eventually plunge. into %he‘mpvahent of sé#igi :eﬁdgm. '
whole-heartedly. Thus-émarkant'is iorzéd to_1aayg"
his eity by his curcumstances. His infa;uat&éﬁ with
Sakina, a poor girl from a Muslim family leads him. .
to flee from the city. And héw daes he téke;avdgeision‘
to launch a nbn~¢cnst1tﬁtionéi form of struggle? It |
is also aeaided by him not consciously but out of a

suaaen impuise. When a meeting was being organised

27,  zbid.
28,  Ibid,



205

to dis@uss the situation arising out of the new
prbhle%? both Amarkant and Swami take a moderate
stand, But amidst this process of medting,
Amarkant receives a letter from his sister inform-
ing him of his wife's arrest while leading a
strike in the city., Amarkant is fired with enthu-
siasm to read this news s "Ah! she is behind the
bars and I am lying here, Wwhat right do I have to
remain frag?“ And he delivers § fiefy-:péeeh |
advocating a massemovement, He is hot even conse
eicns of what words he spoke in ihe‘meeting "nobody
kabwn who said what in the meeting. He, too, does
not knew what he himseif spoie;
" But in spite of all thege weaknesses and

caught up. 1n the continucus struggle between the
two apposite pulls, thesge éharactera fight a
eonsis%ent battle with the aocial taality ana strive
te trangform that realiﬁy. In this prbcess they
a themselves undergo avalutioa. Laqt@ly. weé may point
out that the contradictions that they are best with,

29, This new problem was ¢ no action ig taken
-~ . by Zamindar and the colonial bureaucracy
in regard to reduction of rent and the
Rarindas start exacting arrears of rent
 from the tenants, with ruthlessness.

30, Ibid,
31. = 1Ibid.

S ———
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were the contradictions of the society of Premchand's
time. Premchand as a creative writer does not depict
them as aingle stesnétypevbut a8 human~beings with

all their wéaknesses, contraéictians and limitations,
. There is continuous struggie betwesn the_i&eali?g;

real in Premchand’'s crnativgvp:oeans'while poitx&ying_
the social reality. o - o

{B) WOMEN'S PROBLEMS AND ROLE OF VITHALDAS AND
ﬁima&éiﬁﬁ?saﬁﬁd?”’““"“‘““”‘“““‘“"‘““

We will confine the discussion to the two

characters, Vithaldas and Padam.szhgh-sha:ma in Sevasadan,

- Vithaldas is an active social worker, though
iimited by the lack of efucation and means at his
disposal. He runs an orxganisation for removing
prostitution f£rom the society., He has a two~fold
programme 3 {a) eradication of the practice of dancing
and singing i{n publigvhy‘the prostituteésy (b) removal
of prostitutes from the pubiic plaées. To him the main
cause of the deterioration of the youth is the custom
of Mujra - traditional singing and dancing of the
prostitutes. If, somehow, the Mujra is banned and the
ptostitntgs'remeved from the publi¢ places, Vithaldas
heiiaﬁqythe curse of prostitution itself will be
l1ifted from the society.
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When Vithaldas comes to know that Suman has
taken to prostitution, he tries to persuade her to
give up this profession, assuring her that alter-
native arrangements would be made for her iivelihood,
At the gsame time Vithaldae starts making frantie
efforts to provide for Suman'’s livelihood. Being
himself a poor man, he has to depend on rich men for
donations for the purpcse.l To his dismay no financial
help is forthcoming. Against the requirement of Rs,50/~
Padam Singh agrees to donate 5,20/« a month, but theré
is'siili a balance of Rs.30/~ every month aﬁd for this
Vithaldas has to knock at the doors of men who are not -.E
A.only wealthy but alsc cormand respect in the sgociety,
‘A mention may be made in brief about the character of
-these honoursble men of the soéiety.lin-érdér to
1llustrate the difficulty of a reformer,

There is Seth Balbhadar Das, Chairman of the
-ﬁunieipél Board and an honorary Magistrate., He donates
thousands of rupees to the Rama-Leela Committee and
does not mind spending huge sums on entertaiaiﬁg the
English officials. But to Vithaldas he refuses to pay
even a single pie for Suman's reformation. As 1f this
was not enough the Seth takes pains, in his capacity
as a member of the managing committee of the widow
Agharam, %o bar Suman's admission there, ostensibly for

the reason that the widows will have to move out if a
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prostitute, albeit a reformed one, were to be
sheltered with them. Ironically, the Seth ﬁiméelf
is a frequent visitor to the red-light areas.

Seth Chiman Lal, another wouldebe leader, is
the Chairman of the Rishi Dharsm-Sabha and a manager
of Rameleels Parishad. He considers pﬁliﬁi¢s a$
poison and hates newspapers alsc. Fond of meeting
high gavaxﬁment afficialsé he wiglds.great regpect
among the English officials, He squanders thousands
- of rupees an‘thé Rem-Leela show but when Vithaldas
tequestﬁvhim to donate for a noble @&ﬁse‘aﬁ Suman's
rehabilitation, he smells politics in the affair;
and refuses to help Vithaldad2
.~ Then there is Doctor Shyam Charan, & prominsnt
political leader of the city and a famous lawyer. He
is ready to raise the question af-prestitatian in the
Councii. But in‘th&‘matter‘of donations; he firmly
refuses to contribute even a farthing for the cause.

Vithaldas gets disillusioned with all these

moneyed men., In his frustrations we perceive the

- contrast between the hypocritie pretensions of the

educated ‘ieaaéra‘ and the sincere efforts of the
uneducated and feckless pubiic spirited men, Men like
Doctor Shyam Charan may be progressive in theory but

32.  Sevasadan, p.75.
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in practice they are not only conservative and
reactionary but.aISQ apathetic towards sacia1~refozm.
v1tha1aat fails to understand why this educated class
18 s0 seifith. ‘

Padem Singh Sharma is enother interesting
prbtagbﬁist. Beferu we discuss his role in bringing
about change in the society let na demanstrate how he
~vac111ates between his middle-class proyensitiea and
his iéeal for bringing about reform. This is important
because we pefceivu the limitations faced by these
protagonists 1n'bringing about the ehangé in the
society. | |

.There'is a susiaiﬂed c&nﬁllct between his
| socialeideal and his private desires, His vacillation
emanates £rom his sociai linkages. He belongs ib the‘
iand-owning class and is a lawyer by profeéssion,

PLa&am sSingh is elected a member of the local
muniéipaiity after many vears of nﬁsuecesaful attempts.
His pleasﬁre loving friends persuade him to ceiebrate
this sﬁccess on the occasion of the festiéai of Holi,
They propose to invite ﬁholi, a famous prbatitute for
performing Mujrs. Subhadra, his wife, also backs up
this proposal. Padam Singh is in a real fix,

Performance 6f Muira on any social occasion is
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considered a symbcl of social prestige in Eastern
Uttar Ptadeag But heinq an active member af orga-
nisation ran by Viﬁhaidas, Padam Singh is supposed |
to absta&n £tbm suah shows., Like & penaainm Padam
Singh swings hetwaen the desire for social ptestige“'
on the ene hand and the i&aal for bringing about
reform {n fhe society on ﬁhe other. And. f£inally, o
he auacumbs to the pressura put by ‘his wife and

34 .
friends by holding the Mﬁjgg with gusto.

whe séeond incident which bring;aut Pad&m _
Singh’s vaaillatian and where again he gives way to
the pressure of conventions and traditional ordef of
society is whéﬁ Saman-saeks shelter inlﬁ3§'h0use‘aé
| being Ehrawn out of her housa by‘herAhnsband. :Gajéé '
dhar, Suman's husband and'Vithaldas, who has been -
angry with Padam 8ingh sinee the»day he-&glebrated the

33. Padam Singh belongs to the Brahmin landowning
group, which is steeped in these customs and
conventions,

34,  Premchand comments on the vacillating mind of
Padam Singh: "He wanted to host a banquet,
but his friends were pressurising him for a
Mujra. Though he himself was a very virtuous
man yet he lacked the strength £o remain £irm
on his principles. Partially, out of geniality
and partially out of his simple nature and
fear of garcasm of hig friends, he ¢ould not
stick to his position."

Ibidg pg 300
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Muira, malign him in public. Soon it reaches the
‘ears of Padam Singh through his servant,Jitan who
hears from the shopkeepers that his master has kept
'Suman as his mistress. Padam Singh becomes afraid
lest his image is tarnishea. He is awate that Suman
will have~na piaee for Shelter anywhefe. ?or a
moment he is torn between sympathy for Suman and
feat ef se@ial defamation, Ultimately. it is_the
fear-cg|i§naminy that triumpha over sympathﬁ for a
homeless woman and he orders Suman to be sent away
from his hcus§§‘ But after Sumsn has actually left
'the house, he feels sorry for her. He realigzes his
plunder and makes up his mind to help hZﬁ. | i

- When he comes o knaw”that Suman has already
taken to prostitution, he lays the'entire biame §n’__
himself, But later, he shifts the responsibility to

- 35, "But 1f I expel her from here where would she

go? I don't think she has any place for

- shelter in this city. It seems Gajadhar will
not keep her in his house because even after
two days he has not cared to look out for her,

- She may think me cruel man, devoid of sympathy.
But there is only one way to escape defamation.
There is no nther<alternative except to expel
hers" p.38.

36, He scliloquizes *I have committed a blunder,
Observance of decorum will not do now. She
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Vithaldas, But this does not stop him from assuring
Vithaldas of all the help when the latter comes up
with s propossl for reformation of Suman, In
practice, however, his support §s feeble, WNot until
he £inds his own nephew frequenting the red-light
ares does he plunge ints the movement wholehoartedly,
Non-onwards he devotes himself completely to the
prograrme lsunched by Vithaldas, | |

And ho makes & start in his own house, At his
nephew’s marriage, Padsm smgn is dstermined not to
allow the dance of prostitutes, though this custom is
deep-ropted in his soclal group. He prepares himself
for criticism sgainst lack of pomp and show with the
fdea that “the reform should start from within the
family and only then ¢an it be widegpread in the
society®, Vithaldas advizes him ¢0 be econaomical in
other expenses also but Padam Singh is not willing
o cut back on the other expanses, He iz faced with
teal dilemma when he confronts his elder brother,
Madan Bingh, on the guestion of dance of pmatim'tei
on the mmim of Sadan's marrioge, What follows
is an interesting debste regarding customs, conventions
and the idea of reform, between Padam Singh on one side
and Magan Singh and Munshi Baijnath on the other side,
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For Madan Singh, performance of Muira at
ﬁhevmarfiage iz more a matter of prestige in society
than personal satisfaction, Though Padam Singh has
to face strong opposition from his brathez yet
finally he is able to convince his brother to fore-
go the idea of Mujra.

Socon after, Padem Singh joins hands with
Vithaldas for removal of prostitutes from the city.

‘Vithaldas {= thrilled with joy. His £ollowarﬁ-haa
been common men so far but the momebghpgdaﬁ Singh
éctively sfarta partieigating in ﬁhéJﬁovément this
organisation becomes vury pﬁpular and eminent men
aiao join it, | ‘
' In order to arausc the masses they circulate
' pamphlets and hold a series of lectures, Seconéxy,
they move a raseintian in the meetiag of the

Municipal saar& 30 as to remove the\proatitutes £rom

37, His brother says “you are talking as if you
den't hail from this country and have come
from gome foreign land., Why to talk only of
&hig custom, there are many other customs
vhich we consider to be evil but still we
have to observe them, Take for example the
singing of abuses by the women belonging to
bride's party to the men belonging to bride-
groom's party. Is giving ¢f dowry good? But
if we don't abide by these customs, people
ztart pointing fingers at us., If I don't
celebrate the singing session of prostitutes,
people will charge us of miserliness, our

~ Maryada will be lost.® 1Ibid, p.113.
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the cit?? But Padam $ingh, at the same time oiptesses
to ‘vs.thamu his doubts about the effectiveness of

;Hslatieﬂ. 'He feels unless existing social

aad eeanomic conditions are improved, kqgiszation
alone cannot be of much help, This is the time when
diaeard pets in between Vithaldas and Padam Singh, '
- Finally Padam Singh is instrumental in est&blishing an
asharam outside the city, vhere the daughters of ptasti« :
~ tutes are imparted an all-round education. o

" To the readers of today such an- asharam may ‘not
;appear to be. the best solution to the’ enmpiex prablem
of prostitutian. ‘But even this type of reform was
ptogressave in the time-frame of the novel. Premchand
could not suggest. any other alternative aue to' the B

constraints_imposed by history.

38,  The resclution as moved by Padam Singh is
’ divided into three parts i1 (a) The prostitutes
be kept awary from the main parts of the
ecity, (b) they be not allewed to visit public .
places of the city, (¢) a tax may be imposed
" on the performasnce of Mufra, and it should
never be performed in open places.

One member, Sayyid Shafkat Ali proposes

an amendment to the effect that a prostitute
can stay on in the c¢city provided she gets

- married within nine months or learn some sgkill
or c¢raft to lead a normal life, This reso-.
lution, with smendment is passed with majority
of one vote, - The other twoe parts of the
resolution are rejected because of Hindu-
Muslim division and petty jfealousies of the
members o
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Thg question of reform of prostitutes is also
raised in Godan, Here it takes a heated argument
between Mirga Khursheed and Doctor Mehta, an intellec-
tual, According to Mirza Sahib the women who are
forced to take to prostitution are the ones who either
are humiiiated at home and thus are forced out of -
their homes or ones who are compelled“hjxeécnomié
necessity., Therefore, if thése two problems are
resolved, feels Mirza, the prostitution can be
-eradicatea? Therefore, he starts forming a "theatri
cal troupe of the eity's prostitutes® in order to
solve their economic prcbleﬁs. In this regard he
seeks advice of Mehta., Mehta, "like other thought-
ful men, had speculated a lot about this questigg.“ |
He feels that this “"kind of trcﬁﬁe won't be of any
value unless the social system is tramsfarmed from
top to battogé‘-‘ihe‘bane of prostitution, according
£o Mehta is capitalism and this type of reform, that
is, reform at the level of individual, does not
remove this evil, unless the capitaliat culture

39.  Godan, op.cit., pp.396-397,
40.  Ibid, p.397.
41,  Ibid.
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iteelf is eradicated :

«eesbut as long as there are rich men
in the world there'll also be prostitutes...
Trimming off the leaves won't accomplish
anything. You have to put an axe to the
roots. Occasionally some wealthy person
turns up who sacrifices everything and
devotes himself to God, but wealth goes

on ruling as firmlg as ever, It's aot
weakened cne bit.4

© But Mirza feels that one can't wait for the over-
' hauling of the socisl system. It may take centuries.
' It does not mean, feels Mirza, that attempt &t reform,,
should be discarded. |

Goden was written during the last period of
his 1ife. Premchand himself had by this time, seems
'vte have been disillusioned'wiéh the teéhniqued\of
individual reform, This is manifeated in the works
written during his last years of 1143

42‘ Ibid, p. 3986

43, See Mangal utra (unfinished novel), “Mahajani
Sabhayata The Capitalist Culture®) ete.
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The central problem of Pramchand's art is
the problem of peasantry, Premchand has exposed the
unbridled tyrsuny lst loose by Zemindars, moneylenders,
Viliage Couneil and the colonial buresucracy on the
poor peasants, The Zamindars adopt various ways like
increase of rent, parrana, exaction of tributey snd
imposition of fines, to plunder the poor tenants.
The aystem of brutal exploigation of the tenants by
the landlords, thus, impoverishes them and they are
compelled o barrow from the rmoneylenders whe téke
. undue advantage of tenants® helplessnsss and charge
exhorbitant tstes of interest, The interest goes on
piling up and the Peasants’ wholeflife is spent in
paying off their dedbts to the moneylendera, <The
landlords and the moneylenders are avare of the
tenants® traditional ¢osciousness, their slavishness
to customs, conventions of the Diradari and their
sense of adherence to Dharms and thus 4o not €ind any
difficulty in making them their pray. It is in
collusion with the landiords end the moneylenders
that the colonial buresucracy is able to expleit
the peasants with ruthlessness, The offictels on
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tour to the villages exsct begar and Rasad from
the willagers. The most inhumsn part of the colow
nial buresucracy as dspicted by Premchand, is the
department of police. The policemen hadcreated
such & fear smong thes pessants that they get
nervous even to ses their faces. Mﬁ& nen m
tz*mm for no fault of theirs and the actusl |
eulprifes are never caught. Thus the carmpt
buresuesacy, the ruthless police, the rapacious
moneylenders end the landed gentry have together
butlt & gargentuan megalith with its base firmly
set on semi-clad snd starving pesasants. mﬂ
further exploras the origin of these institutions
and concludes that the originsl sin is comnitted
by the cer}.ﬁn&ai state, But @:mm is not wvithout
hopas. He invests his pessants with growing conse
cliousness o fight for their rights, Though the
conseiocusness among the psasants, to some extent,
is inesulcated by the outside foroes (by the sducated
leaders) yet Pramchand is of the opinion that the
pesssnts themselves have to fight for their rights.
The struggle, that he mirrors in his wi:‘ks. is of
dual nsture s anti-land-lord and anti«imperialist.
_Thus Premchand has depicted the life-1ike and true
picture of the peasantry. He could do so because



219

he locked at it frem the viewpolot of the strugyling
pessantry. It is 4“;:' cormection of érm;:‘tm;d'u
creative vision with the struggling peassntry that
gives profundity to his art, a

A great dssal of Premchund's work is concerned
with the nature of social change, He has mxem
how the changss in rural society ware producing its
effeacts on all the aspects of rural life and orga-
nisation, Premchand’s works give testimony to the
fact of qmvlnﬁ disintegration of maiml insti~
tutions and valuss, The tension generated by the
conflict betwesn the older and youngsr generstions
over the sanctitf of joint-family, attachment to
land, has been pictured in all its poetry, Thus
Prebhashanker in Premaghsram s faced with a dontie
avous struggle Detween his self and the lived reslity
and ultimately has to compromise with the harah
reality, revaaling Pramchand’s consciousness that
this old world is no longer viable. Even the
‘new man' are not exsctly the new men but an smeligam
of the traditional cousciousnsss and the tew values.
Thus Gysnehankar in Premssharas swings like e
pendulam betwesn these two opposite value systems, |
In f£fact all aspects of 1life in rural society were
undergoing changes and ‘social mobility' is one of
ths aspects of this broader and genersl soeial changs,
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The 014 groups vwers withering sway yielding place
to the new ones, A large purmber of rural folks
wers nigrating to the cities in gearch of work.
Premchand has examined the influence of the ocutside
world on the migrants snd how it generated the
- radical émﬁaﬁmmaw in the characters like Gobsy
in Godan, The new materisi end soeisl reality also
impingsd upon the commnity rights of the rural
society. The communal ownership of the pasture
iands was being destroyed, But the rural folks ware
at the same time struggling sgeinst these forces to
retain their control over the community rights,
Pramchand sxpressed his concern with the
oppression of women in contemporary society, ¥From
his works we get s complete picture of women's slavery
to the institutions of religion snd family, All the
stages of & voman's 1ifs : her childhood, adolescante,
youth, and old age are replete with migery, &he is
ill«treated as & dnughter, as 3 wife, as & daughterw
ine«lsw and finaslly as a widow, 5She has ¢ lsad »
1ife of subjection to the will of sveryons in the
male-dominatad society,. Preachand dlagnosed the
various causes of women’s sufferings : marrisge
custons, dowry system, her economic dspendence ete.
Premchand feels that the wesknesses of women ate not
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inherent but due to thelr “situstion®. Women have
been indoctrinated by the centuries of male-dominated
cultare to enjoy their oppression, Premchand
saggests varicus ways to ameliorate the conditions
of women, He feels that since women are victims
they must become conscious of the fect, Therefore,
first of ‘all; he invests his women charscters with
the consciousness of their being opprassed. The
role of 'new idess' is cne of the most important
factbrs 4n their growth of consciousness. Premchand
aifference and bresk the ahlim vhich ensiave them,
He feels that in order to benefit society women
would hive to Jufend thalr rights in the same way
that the fermers had to sscrifice some of thelir
ssintliness to defand their lives. Therefors, he
portrays such women charscters who throw off the
yoke of their stifiing milieu to forge their own
indépendent destiny. In this regard econcmic inde-
pendence of wonen is important hmmt it is one of
the primary mesns for vomen 0 lead sutoncmous lives,
of ‘new women', But Premchand does not delineats
the 'new woman® as @ stereotype ideal but depicts
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them s products of a specific historical situation.
Though thess women characters srs fully smancipated
yet in their practice they are unable to transcend
the traditional feminine paychology. Premchand
2oes yecognise the specificity of women's struggle
but st the same time he slso provides s cricique of
the dominant ideovlogy of women's libsration movement
in the West, Premchand's alternative to this ideology
is his concaption of ths 'positive womsn' snbodied in
the person of Malti, In the relationaship Letwesn
Malti and Mahtaz wa get an ides]l man-woman relastionship:
& relationship Mased on shared ideals snd companionship,
& marriage of minds against carnal appestite, living
together witheut any bonds of traditional marriage.
Prenchand envisions this relationship not sn end in
itself but & means towards achieving higher goal.in
socisty 1 a goal of transforming the society. Premchand
recogninnd that a drastic change in the soclal order
is necesssry to liderste wonen snd he doss identify
‘this change wvith scmething concrete as overthrow of
Imperisiism, Colonialism, Semi-feudalism end
Capitalism,

Lastily, we have discussed the role of characters
in bringing about change in socisty. While discussing
these characters we have used the concepts ‘problematic
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heroes’ and '‘authentic values' smployed by Lukacs
and lucien Goldmann respectively, Thus Prews.
shankar, Cheksradhar and Amarkant wera st odds with
thelr milieu, They were impatient in search for
some alternative valuas and they found these

values in the peasents® sufferings and struggles,
They geve a coherent shape to the peasant’y’ suffer~
ings and inculcated critical sonsciousness among the
paesants a’nd thus prepared them for struggle to
achisve their rights. Though these characters are
governed by certain limitations yet they struggle
and wage a continuous batile with the m»a.wé.@ii
incrustations of their past lives and grapple with
socisl reslity and in the process of transforming
that reality they themselvas become shaped by that
reality into nobler human beings. Thus there 4is &
dislectical inter-relaticnship betwesn thess
charscters and the objective social reality,

SRS ERE SRR
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