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SLROpReTIon

to the etudy of wonen, A mumber of epivical studies of clectoral
the last two decades, largely under the influence of Vestern
behavioural social sciance, by political scientists in India,

However, these studios have been comcerned esclusively with the
political behaviour of men,} lost of these studies have entively
covared wonen but the munber of women respondents in them £s so

low that no generalisation can be devived about the political attitudes

gm.m congistently
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This ensay deals with the position and vole of Indian
wonen in the political 14fe of the coumtry, Given the general
pancity of data, a comprobensive study of this subject would seen
difficult at pregsente Perhaps, o series of studies Socussing
spocifically on vomen would be required before any gencral pletuve
of the pattern of thelr political partictipation e¢an be attempted.
431 that this essay attempts 4s to diseuss the broad twends and
patterns of political twvolvenent and participation guong women,

Tho object of this paper is throo fold, Piretly, 1t tries
bmmwwmmmmmnuwm
late a tentative pleture about the nature and type of partleipation
by wonen in politics. GSecondly, 4t ottepts to fdentify the aveas
vhere data ave availsble as well as are lacking, and to formulate

some questions that can help in the understanding of women'e role and
behaviowr in politics, Mnally, the paper presents some tentative




statenents regarding the veasons for the pattern of behaviowr of
is based throughout on secondary sources of dats end available
publiched literature end is exploratory in character, 1t has been
undertaken to clarify the gubjoct, identify arces of research and
formulate scue hypothoses for o lorger apirieal study that the
prosent suthor propoves o unlortake 4n the neor future.

hmmnmamun&d’u
vefleetion of the overall pogition accovded to them in soctety,
It wuld, therofore, be usaful to begin this dacussion of the

pm,m mwmmuwamum

Several difficulties arise in discuseing the soelal post-
tion of woman 4n Indian soctety, For one thing, the soclal end
cultural diversitios §:.at chavasterisme thic country are o beuvilder-
country only at the risk of oversinplification,” The status of
wonen varies within each religlon, region, caste and class, Secondly,
the criterfa that nay bo employed in assessing the status of women
are thompelves uncortain, This is porticulorly true in cases vhers

3. Por a detatled discussion of these diversities see Andre Datedlle,

tThe Pooition of tomen in Indfan Soclety®, in Devaid Jain (ed,),
Sonen Ao Indla, Delbd, (In press).



agcorded to Indian wonen has varied from time to tiame accowding to
the progressive and vreastionary trends of the tines. Thus, woomn
vere accorded a considerably high posttion during the carly ancient
the early ninetcenth centiry vhen a wonan was eomotings viewed ...
a6 o goddess and at other thses as o sleve'y bt never (as) o human
mum;mwﬂ* These diversitios and variations matural'y
ualie the task of characteriming the soclal pusition of wonen in Indian

Perhape, we noy Sruttfully consider the soclsl position of
wonod in India during Gwo broad periods, using the esteblishoent of
Britieh rule oo the basis of distinguishing them, thic wee an event
of considerable signdficance and promoted a now conception of theme
selves asong Indlon women. ‘e may, therefore, exenine what the social
set in motion by the {ntroduction of western values through the ostabe
lighment of British wule.

The history of Indian soclety begins with the Indus Valley
Civilization, Little dependable fnfopmation fo available about the
social posttion of wonen during this early period, and vhatever we do
know 45 often a blend of archaclogical speculation and guess work.

b4, teora Desals Jemen dn liodexn Jodia. Bombay, 1957, peDe



However, our knowledge about women becomes surer as we enter the
varly Vedie period. The vast body of literature relating to this

| ~ The early ancient period has beon described by meny es
the nost glorfous period o the history of Indan vouen,” This
characterisation would gppear to be an emaggeration, The early
a son und & deughter, The son was proferred to the damghter and
oll efforts were made to eoswwe the bivth of a son. It fs, nover.
theless, true that wmen enjoyed grester froedem during this early
partod of Indlan civilization and they did mot eufier Sron some of
the ddeabilitios that cone to characterise them subsequantly. As
Baghan has vemarked, *... vhile a vonen's freodon was generally ouch
roatricted, 4t vas vavely complotoly takan amy,"®

Hemen durdng the early ancient perfod enjoyed wost of the
privelegos to which oo weve entitlied and partfcipated on an equsl
footing with thes in eocial, veligious anl pulfe 14% of the ccomue
nity, Mmmu“umﬂmamm
studfes throsghout thatr 1ivess’ 4 fou Vele hymms vere sscribed 0




vonen soovs and the Drhadaxanwalia Ioanfshad tells of a learned lady,
Cargt Vaekonavi, vho attended the discussions of sage Yajnavallys.”
Raferontes occur here and theve of givle attending the lectures of
gurus, and sostering ot least a part of the Vedas, The Bia Veda
algo depicts young nen and umarried girls niming freely, and pives
~evidence that wonen wer'e present in all soclal and public gatherings
and participated {n dssusstons and assasblies,’

mmyuwmwnmaw
anclent perfod undoswent a process of gradusl decline subsequently.
Wammammmumwm The
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go to heaven since be slone was capable of redemming them from hell.
This change was, of course, also undarecored by certain deeper econtude
changes that were taking plece as & result of transfornation to a
foudal mode of production,

The codification of Hindu Law created g logal and theoratical
basis for the gubordin:tion of women, They were subjected to mmerous
vestrictions ool the Srosdan enjoyed by then was systanatically cur-
tatled, Thefr firet duty came to be to wait on thelr husbands, fetehing

Gy Dashony 00e Shles De 173
9 Alteliaty Qughlier Ppe 19019,
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rietng before then and golng o bed after tham,'® sectuston of
women cone to be sceeptel! and wamem, especially thooe of the wper
classes, vere kept ot o distance fron the opposite ooz, The
axtlioalinakias in many waye more iberal than the roligtous law books,
lagd doun stringent rules for the puntalment of tmodest wives, >

“hacgieat of sotlal constrietions on wonen naturally
curtafled thely partictpation in public 1ife. By the tine of Smritls,
avound the beglaning of the diriotisn eva, Vedic knowledge had already
besone elosed to momens Dy 300 Buley oven secular kmouledge was dented
to then ool they weee foreod to domestic life. This process of cube
e v wors adubibul o0 the Sutert, Hovever, the Suddhiot
influence ta Indle weo shortlived and vomen continued to be accorded

L' Seo Juihashoatza, 1y 23, (uoted in Bashan, QR Glles PPe 190-81.

12+ It roods, ™A woman who insolently takes part in s ov deinks
agadnet her bhusband's wishes 1s to be e
panas, 12 ghe leaves her home without his porudseion
to visit another wonan she s to be finad six panas,
if dho vioits o oan the fne is twelve, vhitle gho
rummwmmmumm

she leaves the house vhile her hucband 4o aslecp or

deunk she £2 o be £i00d twelve panas, 1€ o mon and
o vonan nalte pectures of samal foport to one another,
or coverse facotiously fn cecret, the woman $s to be
1 the comwersation takes place 4o a suopleions place,
lashos nay bo subetituted for panas ond in the village
ophere a Condala shall give her £ive lashes on esach
glde of the body™, Thug the husbend had almost wilindted
vights over his wife's novencate (Ibid., pe 1790,



& ralatively inferfor status in soclety,™

The Huslin partod witnessed o Asther declise &n the
otatus of wvomen, The nstitution of pumdall, which had no doubt
exfoted in latter ancient Indla, becaws more wigid., The Snctitution
of Sad was adoptod an! the marriage age boogse lover, These changes
~ in coclal custons naturally placed further restrictions upon wonem
mmmmmmmwmmwmm
putidse 1520,

iistory provides nany exomples of women, such as Ranla
Sultenay Mrjohan and Rajput quecns, wio had been proninent in the
£helds of politles ond aduindstration. Hovever the mmber of such
rule, Furthernore, these women balomged to the elite grouws of
poctety, Ordinary wemen hod mo vole dn politicss Public optuten
throughout this period was opposed to the accession of wanen to the
theone and to thelr holding of bigh political and adnledotrative posts,
It was held that women could not bovose offfeient aduinistrators on
account of thely natural Mndtotions,’® Polftics, thus bessse & donain
of nm and wonen had no diawo In Lt

13, Sven under the Ifbarsl roles of Ouddddsa o nun, ' advanced
ammm,mmmmmm aong

the brothren, mmw.ﬁ 177

R.M#M um mw“mmu

15, slteliar, M»c D 13506,



the Indian and western cultures promotad a now conception of womens

Under the fmpact of the western 1deals of dexoovagy,
Mberty and equality, & mmber of selo religious refors moveseats
started 2n Inita.’’ The avoved objoctive of several of these refora
noveagnts vas to improve the soclsl conditions of wenen,” Efforts
were nade to kindle selfecontidence among tiam by exposing thea o
vestern education, All soclal customs wvhdch stood dn the vay of
wonen's progress weve challenged and extensive compaigns were carrvied

16, LuSeS, OMalley, liodesn tadla snd The tlsaks london, 1941, pe 475
mm;w«mmmmmmmjw.

mm-mﬁu m%ﬁmm&%‘wm
OO S0




axmmm"

Aongeide the soctosreligious refor movesents, the spread
tn thetr status, Feafnine literaey before the Dritish perfod was
eonsiderod "a source of moral dangers ... since only the daneing
girle could normally read ond write," Lducation, at the nosts vas

& pewewgutive o€ the whle anf voyul feslifes: As & wesult of e
efforts of Christion missionaries, ploncers of modern education in
Indfa, attempts vere nade to sproad oducition mwng veman and schools
vere astablichod for thas, Tostorn educotlon, ot Stvet, foud
popularity only swong the upper classes, but, vith the passage of
tine, 1t also cane to be approciated by the middle classes.

mwwmmmmum
thetr outlook and to give them selfeconfidence. Ao a result, the
leadersiip of the novenent for enanfcipation of wonm passed into
the hands of & nuaber of educated women, Several women's organdses
 tioms sprang up in nany parts of the countyy st the tuen of the
taantdeth contury to prose for recognition of women's rights.
Yomen’s Indfan Ascoctlation was the first such organisation, It was
\mwmm&mqmmamm.

19, dee C, Hoteal?, Tha iSternah of Rowell, Columbia, 1965.
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Hational Council of vomen of Indfa and Allslndia Honen's Confarence
also took up the cause of Indlan Vomen,

Originally, the sctivities of these ovganizations were
lndted o spread of education among women and political activitics
were eschawed, The constitution of soveral of these organiastions
vity, For inctance, an anendnent introduced in 1934 by Mre. Masand
to the constitution of the Allelnlia lmen's Conlerence, allowing
Yomen necbers to partictpate dn politics vas defeatod with an ovess
vhelaing majority. The majority of the nenbers of the orpanization
1t was felt that participation inm polltical affatrs by the organizas
. tion and 1ts individual members might jeopardive the position of
thetr huobands or Zatharss >t Later on, however, these ovganizations
were dram fnto the vartex of politics and they played a proninent
volo in the fransbise movanont of wonen in Indfo.

women, 1t was as late as 1917, vhen the Yonen's Movenent hod alresdy
nade o considerable headvsy n other countries of the world, that
the strugole for the political emencipation of Ludian wonen stavted,
hmumwumwmm
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and wonen did not have to wage a strugsle to ashieve thelr political
m’j

The Indtan venen’s Sranchise novelent started in 1917,
when Mee Bduln Sanuel Montagh, the then Scoretary of Gtate for Indda,
effect o constitutional voforms, A deput:tion of Indisn wamen
consdsting of representatives of various women's organiszations walted
upon his and placed before hin the *Desand for the Orant of Vote',”
Counctl chould be electod divectly by the people on as broad a franchise
as possible,” and in the nonwefficial Hemorandus of the Ioperial
ded directly to the pesple™ They Swrther stated thet,

- 2 uummwummﬁw
W Lord Chelnsford and My, Montagu, lst Dec,, 1917,
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"1t wao aleo demanded that Local Self-Oovermment should
be intwoduced in Indla and wonen should bo accorded pepresentation
in local boddess

“To mention of wouen wae nade in the Mebntagu « Chelmeford
Sehane o Noforas for ndla, though Lt suggested lamper reprosentas
tion for ladlans 1o Leglelotive Councile and o videatag of the
cloaborate. o Gosalttoss vere appointed to avestigate the sugsese
tions put fowward 4n the Refomn Scheme and to transform thes on o
to deal with the question of elections, When this Comdttes toured
Indfa, 4t was approeched by a deputation of women and a roquisition
fmmature,, Lt was argued thet, “until the custom of seclusion followed
by many classoes and commndtics ie welaxed, fomale suffrage would
havdly be & vestity,2®

26, uoted in Tenas, Jna Gl s Pe 355



wap stwongly protested to by women's ovgantzations in diffevent
parts of the countyy, It wao ergued that the cepebility of women
to exercise thelr right to vote was proved by the fact that vonen
of Dombay slready enjoyed the Munteipel wote and emorclsed it
ettictentty,” '

Afiter the {ntroduction of the Coverment of Indta BA1l
fn the Britich Parliaeent fn July 1919, a Joiat Select Comittes
of both the Houses was appointed to tako the evidense of Indfan
reprosentatives on the suggested raforus, ALl the Indfan deputas
tionfots without cmeeption swported the denand that qualified waen
ghould bo gratted the #ight to vote. In August of that yeor o
daputation conststing of Indlan nam and vanen watted upon the Secve
tary of Stats t0 wge the eanse of vonen, (Later ony Mro, Sarojind
Metds handed 4n & peper o the Jodnt Seloct Comittee in London
swporting woaea's Sranchise in Indla, The Jotot Select Conutttes
docided to leave the question of franchise to be settled by the
future Legtslative Cowctls for each province.

, The provinces readily sronted the right to voto o vonen,
Madras wos the first province to enfyanchise women on the sme termo

as mon in 1922, It wae followed by Basbay in the same yeuy, The

United Provinces enfyanchised women in 1923, Bengal 4n 1925, Punjeb




4n 1926 and Central Provinces in 1927, Of the major provinces,
Bihar wos moot velustant to geant the right to vote to wemen, It
was $n 1929, only after proctically all the Indla otates and provine
ces had eafranhlsed venes, that Bihor grated this Fight to woaen,”

_ MMMMM&nmmnmn
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Gouneile, Tollowing an agitation started by women to yauove ses
British Parlfament deloctod from tho Roforms 5211 the clause which
bapred wman's entzy into legfolative councils, Thus, in 1926,
Inddan wonen oloo won the right to bocome ambers of Indlan legise
lative bodios.

The demend for universel atiult Sranchise was the £inal
otep in the frenchise novenont of Indian wonen,. Since property
wonen fvon enjoping the right to vote, hwoee leading wonen's organisas
tiong - Women's Indlan /csociation, All Indla ‘koen's Confermmce and
the Hatdonal Council of “omen of India » sent thelr vepresentatives
untversal adult franchice an! 0 eppose the provisions of veservation
Governnent of India BE1L. It was evgued that these provisions wore

28, Desal, On. gl pe 219,



the only right and just method of securing vepresentation of the
pecple in o desocratic state, it was demended that the attaionent
of adult suffyage should be mede possible from the very beginning
of the enforcenet of the nev constitution,”’ The Coverment of
Indda dct, 1935, enfranchised a lavger mmber of womens but it did
not eoncede the demand for unfvarsal sdult franchise. The principle
of aMlt franchise was incoxporated in the constitution of indepens
dent Indta.

not particularly vigorous,™ idle vestorn vemen had 9 wage a hard
styuggle for a very long time and had to face beating and duprisonmont
ete., Indtan vomen vere fortunate to achiove thoir polftical oquality
without such sufferings. The relative esse with which they were able
Firstly, the novenmnt of Indian vomen took place at & time when most
of the wvestern countyies had alrveady granted political rights to

29, smenit's Indien sssocliation, Qo Gibe . Pp.S0-82,
30, Hanon, Shashles 9o €5



strupele. Thivdly, Indian women also had the backing of the

toreover, 1t s also evident that movenent vas mot vide
spraad and was lindted to an elite growp of high class women,

2t was led by tnglish women, ough as Hogavet Gousins and Dosothy
Jinarjadas, who had setively partieipated ia the franchise movenent
of British women, and vas supported by western educated Indfan vomen,
4t They ¢4d mot domand logal and poldtdeal oqualdty and took v
part dn the movenente As such, the franchise novenent of ndien

v MﬂM.MMMnMﬂMMM
gentsia,

had mo place in 4. With the guecess of the franchise movesent, an
Siret tine in 1920"s woman were pronted the right to vote and to be
elocted to dociscionsmaliing bodies on the same tewns as oM.

omen had schfoved thedr political equality through e strugele
though shortelived, 1t could be empected that they would partdeipate
effoctivaly and thelr ecntributdon n the feld of politice would be
considerable, fovevery/h study of tie prowiadependence period chove
that women were unsble to play any offective role in politics and the
extent of tely participation 1n electoral politics wes indted,



terag a0 metly & great gap cxdsted i the nueber of men and woman
the #ight of franchise in the years betwecn 1921 to 1933, only 3,15
snd 651 wouen were eldgible to vote duving the smse period,” e
qualitications Ladd doun for franchise vers sush thet oaly & ssall
mmber of vonon could Sulfill them, for a women to be a voter, it
vas noseasary that she should elther have held a certatn amount of
 property or she should have beon o graduste of seven yoars' standing.
The socfal conditione provalling ot that time did not allow many
 wonen to hold property or to soquive high ofucation, Consequently,
the mmber of wonen voters cane to be Sar lower then the mumber of
nen voters,

Tais fs clear from Table I which presents tho ration

betwveon nale and fenele voters during 19211933, 1t shows that the
g4p betuoen nele and fenale voters ves navrovest $a Madras and Bombay.
of 1516, 1328, 13129 and 1362 rocpectively, It bocane widest fn Assam,




it Madves © 3
% Bonbay 10 1
3  Desgal 16 1
4 Centwval Provinces 25 1
5 Punjabi 29 i
G Bibar & Opdssa 62 1
A Asoan 114 1

Sourcet Shyan fumard Nebwu (ed.), Qup Gaugg. Allchabad, 1935,
qualifications regarding women's franchise and introduced *wifehood?
 ax Yuidoyghood® qualificotions,”® Consequently, the muber of
wonen votors increased, But still thelr proportion o men voters
remainad very low, mmamwmmﬁm“.
recoemended by the Simon Comafssion in the proportion of 132, came
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actually in practice in the proportion of 147, The Govermmant
of Tndla Act enfranchised 35 millien (14 per cont) lndtan pecple,
of vhich only five millfon were woaen,”' The large majority of
lower as well as mdddle class women vere sgain emcluded from the e
aarcise of franchive,

Jomen As Voggrg t- The extent of women's participation was mot
only linited by the mmber of women who enjoyed the right of frane
chised, It wos also limited Ly the mmber of enfranchised women who
actually asercised thelr vote. Sven the few eligible women voters
did not display much enthusiesm to emercise their newly achieved
right, The turnout of women voters in practically all the clections
- was extrenely poor.

Tables 11 and LI prosent the mmber and percentage of
wonan voters who actually asercised thelr vote in the elections to
the Provineial Legislative Councils and Legislative Assenblies held
after the introduction of provincial eutoncny in 1937, The picture
which energes fvom the results of elections to Legislative Councils
presented in Table II would appear to be very encouraging indeed,
With tho axception of Bangal and United Provinces, the percentage
of women votors vho oxercised thelr vote was sbove 50 and fn case of
Assam 4€ vosa to as high as 92, It would, hovever, be misleading

33, Wemen's Indian Association Qo, gdb.pe 82,
34, Marparet Cousins, Jndian joncnhood Joday, Allshabad, 1947,
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0 read these figures as euggesting a high degree of participation
in cloction on the part of wonen or as indfcating o keennoss on
Councils tended to be bigh becaune the total size of the female
elactorate vas Mmited to a fov thousands, The situation was diffeme
ot vith the elections to the Legislative Assemblics vhere the
mmber of enrolled vonen wes much higher,

L Madves - ame 257 10 561
2, Donbay 1735 1630 923 5644
3« Bengal 3763 2136 457 2045
be Ul 2262 1604 598 3.5
3¢ Bihor 1060 802 594 67.34
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Toble 111 presents the data on wmm's participation

in eloctions to the Legislative Ascaublics, It 4a soen fvan this
table that, with the azegption of North Vest Frontier Provinces,
less than £1fty pereeat wmen voters asarcised thelr vote fn the
eloctions to the Lagislative Acsonblics. Bengal recorded the lowest
turnout of wonen voters, Out of nine afliion eligible women voterss
oniy fortyeseven thousand vomen esercised thelr right to vote in
that province. It wae folloued by Orisss and Bihar, vhere female
‘mmw#héﬂwmmmwmm.
The pletuwe of Contwel Provinces and Berar, ssaan end United Provine
cos was also w8 oqually discoupaging. The percentage of women
voters uho cost thelr Votes ws less than thirey porcest tn theve
provinses, The posttion vos sldghely batter in Pujeb, Stnd, Madres
ww,wzmmmmmmmmm
than 43 per cont,

Honan Ao Jacdslatong - The gonorally passive orientation of women

a8 votars wes agaln vellacted at tho level of declslonenaliings
“MMW-M“MWWWHM
legislatures as ecarly as 1926, £t was tlwough govermment madnations
rathor than gwough eloctions that smme wonen were able 0 becone
mesbers of leglelotiwes botore the introduction of provincfal autoncoy,

The Covermaent of India Act, 1935, provided for rescrvation
ummm@mmmwm.m






elections wore held dn Pebyvary 1937, Table IV prosents the
distribution of roserved seats. Of these, only eight wonen in the
Lover Houges and two in the Usper Houses could be elected fvom
only one woman nasber 4n the Contral Lepislative isscbly, >

Homen were not only uncble to get proportionate represents
ation in decicfon making bodies, but they also fafled to represent
balonped to the wpper strata of socioty, Lower classes wre Mot
reprosentad at ell, The eoclomecononte backeround of wamen legielators
chowe that aloost all of then were edueated snd many held careors,

In nony corcs (12 per esntt) the hushands of women legislators weve
aleo menbave of the Lepielatures, The rest were the wives of those
hold2ng high posttions in soctoty,®

fven those highly placed women could not achieve much

35, This low mrdor of wonen leglolators wos closely comparable
to the mmbar of vonan elacted to the loplalotures of other
countries at that tine, For euaple, there were only 148 women
in the State Legislotures of U,6,4 and two in the Senate and 138
wonen in the Russtan Legislaturess The situation was woree in
Guropesn countrics, There wore only 11 women legislatore in
Swoden, 7 in Dommork, 13 in and 16 in Pinland,

36, Margarot Cousino, Sp. Git.s PP+ J0=57,



1, Yodyes
2. Bonbay
3. Dengad.
S+ Punjed
6. Piboy
- %« OGP & Bover
8. Assom
9, Orisen
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nanoge to get any offfce higher than thot of Daputy Spesker, Deputy
Prosident of Leptslatures and Parliasontary Seovetaries,

Hoveoper, wonen wore unoble to cstablidh eny fndtvidual or
eollective dnflucose in the logislaebures, Collectivoly, they could
throo, Individually, they could not wsert any influence, since thay
were nadaly dependnt won nes  In the words of a conteporary polis
tietn, venen Logislators were,

thﬂmww constitutel political bodies.
cipate in politics Uwough the movencnt for natdonul independencas
12 s, therefore, cosentlal o ook ot the port played by women in the




essentially an elite organisation and its indtial activities were
met ia periodic seseions to pass resolutions and request special
by men during this early period. lb doubt, the mesberdhip of the
Congress was open to wonen from fts inception, the women were not
particularly drewn into its activitics., Occasionally, a fow women
ot aluays political, According to Cousin's cstimate,

S Y S S S

thefr individual interest in the debates,

Thie situatfon changed partially with the entwy of Dre(rs.)

Ande Desant, o Dritish vonan, nto the political field and the
broadening of the Comgress base under a milftant loadership. Thwough
her India Home Rule League, formed in 1914, wouen were drawn in some
strongth to the national movement, She succeaded in creating a
vast netuyork of branches of her organization in different parts of
the country and imwvolving women fn political activities, Thus, vhen
Hrs, Desant was internad by the British governmont for carrylng out
propaganda for Indlen freedom, vomen for the firet time orpanised
themaelves fato a proceseion and protested sgainost her intermaent by




the poverment, Politics vas, hovever, still o resteictoed
activity for women and was confined to wper class women, The
general female population nedther possessed any direct avareness of
the fosues frwolved mor was it involved in political activities in
any ways

mmummmummnumm
ummmmmmtwma&mm
mm.mu‘m‘mmummm Table V
Mmmummmmmmm
seosfons fncreased by almost sfx times, The mmber of women who
attended the sessions was still very small and usually comprized
vonen of the upper socloseconomic stratas Bven soy there 4s no doudt




Gandhi's energence on the political horigon at the

tine broadened the soctal base of the naticnal movenent and drew
an tneveastngly large mmber of women into the vortas of natfonalist
polttice,® Unfortmnatoly, mo syotematic study of the extent and
nature of women's partfeipation in the natfonal movenent during
the Gandhien perfod has been attempted so fare Moot of the availe
able accounts have trfed to glorify the influence of Candhd in
the rise in the partieipation of wonen in political agltations to
Condlid's pergonal chartgne,®® Thore hos beon mo attempt to axanine
whother women's participation was o direct vespouse to the presence
of Candht at the holm of affairs or vhether it oved itself to the
nature of the movatent ftsolf,

Candhii®s attitude toward women's participation in the
nabional movescnt wao quite negative intlally,*® At the tine of
launching the salt Satyagreh, he had objected to women joining the
Satyarals AS o motter of fact, he felt that the lmvolvenent of vomen
with the Satyagrah would *eosplicate things,'™ Bven though thls

%M‘tmmmmwhmnmahmm
Brickeon, Gandhils Truth, Doston, 1963,

43, vomen's Indian sssoctation, QD Ghts ppe T1=T2.



attitude was protested to by the vonen's orpanteations 'Cendid
included no wonan among the marchors to Dandd,

.m,mmamwmm
conditions for women's involvement in the nationmal movenent, Candhi's
arrest at the time of the Ctvil Disobadience Hovenent lod to Mrs.
Wmmamummmmmw
large mmber of wonen into ovganised political activitics, Homen
under the leadershipy of vomen 1ike Sucheta Kripland, Aruns Astf ald
an Uaha Hohta, " A voman’s vops under Subhash Chandea Base was
aleo ompanted by Col, laghmt, ¥




Gendhi wag hinself grostely impressed by tho grest
soorifices mde by womon in the cmwe of Indisn freedon. MHe wrote
in Jouoe Indls, wwmmafuwmma
tried male sttituds,

/
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Tho contriiution of women to the notionsl movenent wos

dderdile, As OMalley motod subsomertly, ‘within o mbter
wm.mmmammmum
setielty md cdglep everanoss of thelr responsthllitdos es eltisens. ¥’
the movergnt fteclf, The rovement wee cssentislly pacifist in
cherncter though 41t wos fromeantly morted by vidlence, The pecifiet
charocter vos 1ikely in ey crve to appecl to the sonsibd)ities of
wemon, Thus, wouen #d not love 40 pertieipete in ony activity
widch #4 not conform to thelr traditionsl roles ml imngess

woeen, but ve do not Imow vhet sections of the women's pomilation
wore rotusdly draun fnto the movent, MNowrtheloos, it io certudn
et the position of womn wes not partdeileyly inflventisl. Women

47 Jmg Tndia, Jema Uy 190
A8. OMelley, gu. oity pe 475,



were, by md Large, deloynd to stoge sebyngrohns, hut €he leadershdp
of the sovonent remcined with nen. 20 a motter of foob, if a
systemetic study of the role of vomen in the mtimel moverent were
meds, 4t my scbua)ly be fund h-t women who beoume Inwolved in

tho netional mevenent, howscover remotely, did so ot tho instamco
perticipation remained depeadent on the latter,

The Constitution of free indin introduced the system of

worael et fromehice op the tesls for the mvernance of the
coutry, Ts we o radled step, It tormimted the inemulity wideh
had exdsted proviously end sccorded equel politiesl righte to a1l mem
anl vomen drrespoctive of othor qualificctions, The sebudl reclie
sotion of tiis emetitutions) emality is  more open question,
howwmr. b rogdres to be inwetigeted for a etdsfectory spprecistion
of the palities) stotus of woron in eontemporery Indien society.
Ponding aystematde studlos, the only deta to g by sve the offleisl
stetdotice comdled by the Woction Comdoston snd similer other

T™he question of women's partleipetion in the politicel ife
of cortemporary Tndien soclety cn be dlseussed SrARANly ot tvo
levalas sverenecs end aocartion of palitiedd ¥Mghte mnd reoponsibd.
1itdon end ewewvise of powsr. For ascessing the role snd otabus of
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of women ot the firet lowel, w need, firetly, to exarine the
wxtont of prrtieiprtion of wone din difforent palitdcd activities,
decision meldng, ete,, end, secondly, to evaluste the etent of
boon indlected esrider, the dita reqdved for o redlistic ectimte
of this ddmonwion ave not evelladle, “ho elector:dl stutles eavrded
imdequrte. For one thing, the drte relrte oly to pertietprtion of
women s votors el condidetes, MMamm
fdeh codd provide o useful dlue to thedr role nxe nod ey 8o
Soeondly, the deta dote from the second gonerdl olection, W
ore not evellolile for the fivet goversl dlection.

Totle VI prosamts the turmout wrong vomon votors duping the
reille ond hos boen increcsing steadily, Mile barely 30,77 percent
woron emcereiond thely frang:dse in 1997, thelr porcontege incrensed
%o 47 4n 1962 and 56 4n 1967, Electorsl partieipetion by Indim
wongn, thus, reglotere! a rise of over 17 porcentoge peints during
& decode, Tho inaresse in the twnout of mile wobare during the mme
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for nelo and forrle votor turnout are compared, ‘lthough there emists o
gp in the tumout of male md fesdle votors, this op is wery
merpinel, Moreovwr, it hae beon getting reduced ot ewry siseesciw
lootion,® e disterane tn the turmut of woters belonging

o 4w sexws we of the order of 17 percantege points in 1997, It

‘oo down to 15 percentoge pointe dn 1962 and 11 peveant in 1967,

& avoss nebiongl compardson of the @ fforence 4n the
tumout of nale and fomile voters slows thet the poeition of Indim
wmn s rdlotively foveussdle ns compared to the podidon of women
in othor Asten courtyles, s o mtter of fact, thoir perticipetion
ie dlomdlly otepmuile to the fumle wtor tumowt in Vestern
Caradn, whiove womn yon frondiine bofore the First Woxld ier, show
then the turnoub orong wen. This gop dncveases from 15 ¢ 25
lowr turnout mmong womn voters, while the dlffwrence in the
Peldoton has boen found to renge betwsen 18 ond 25 poreentage
pointe, This comperison world tend to show thet so £ oo cloctord
considerdily gre-tor than thet of Mty tholr other Astan ewomedoms:
sotera, It io loser %o the porformance of women in some of the

s Tho Piguros of 1071 goner-l elections, howevsr, shoy thet tide
§0. Prnlngh Chender, "Women lgrbere in Lok Seiha' Jesswriof-Peridm.
mm 9) 1, 1973, voe BBV
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It vl be erromsous to reod too midh in the stebistios
women enjoy an almost equel stotus with mem in elfiotora) decision
molding, Pretly, eloctorsl participetion is the lovest, and aleo
the simplest, form of politiesd perticipstion. ™ It i possible
to the prector tumout of vomon duwring elections, Baually, it
is possdlle thit wonen may engee in this forn of plitionl activity
therefore, be nocsssery to exemine the port nlased by wonen at other
levale of politien) porticipstion and in other activities to gmm
odgrfomon of thelr richts 42 wo wish to assens thely rolo eo

There io 1ittle ayvtematic dote on the extent end degree
of pelities) porticipetion by women in sctivities bevond wotding,
The 1ttle ovidence thet exdst cugmest thet the extost of
partioipstion of womon dn politdesd nctivitics other than woting
is very low. mﬁmwmm&«mmm
of them politios) activity onds with the bellet tox. They do mot
motings, lYor do they invilve thenealves in astivities designed
to influence paliticn) decisions, 4 muwey conduted by the
{nborest emong women was low.  Four times as sany men as vomen
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ware dnterosted in palitics, a'tended moctings and tried to
tdscusced pelities,™ Toile VII presents the fintings of the
survey., Smilor conelusion wns drown by o recent stuldy of urben
woberd,” |
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53, Thastrd ond Varme, ope it ,ppe 7399,
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Quantitetive dota on the inwlvenont of wmen in activitdes
like compeigning end eamvessing for eondidotes cre lagking, Such evidence
o8 ig aveiletle, novertholoss, clearly shows thot the mumber of women
who engage in activitios such os compaigning 40 Jow. 8o dleo 1o their
pagtly identifiection, Fow womon becomo menbers of politiesd perties,
and oven those few have negligitle perticipation ot lgher orgardsn.
tionsl lovele, Twept for o fow oubstending looders in the netiond
porties, they have orly locdl ns opposed to e notional or even
vogionsl tmportance in prty hevareldes, ¥

There hove boon fou studdos also of the extent to wiich
women cre ohle to Soe the officoay of thelr perticiprtion in olections
and the dynamlcs of dlectorel chodoo, This malee it Alftiedt for
ue to gouge the degree of politiesl conseiousneso and awerencos
arong women ond thelr eppreclotion of the significence of thely
politieod wights, M1 tho evidenee thet wo leve on this question
is lergoly impressiodstic end doos not attribute a high lovel of
muhwm” On the controyy, it muggests thet women
perticipate in alectorsl palitics more out of o sonce of nowness end

-

84, Soe Monon, 'Folitdedl Rights of Women in Indle', in UNBSCO,
o5 Pe :

56, A survey earried out by some journslists in Delld ot the time
of the Fifth Lok Sebhs edloctions ghowed th-t women did not
usually mmymammmwmu

enl eonsiderstions nm.umm«rau
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perdodic noture of elections then o cleor porcoption of ites cipifie
cmmoe, Sevorsl obgorvers of the fret gener-l alockion had noted
thot vomen took pelliag cs o fective oconsion, In villages cspecially,
~ clection was considered to be & fostivel vhen 'womon put on their
boot alothes and 4.s (went) to the pelling booths in grews singing
m.*” Pariodde expomme to politic-)l everds, es indeed Remnslway
Roy”! hes noted, has probelily prodused a better epproclstion of the
wte, Hovever, there is 14itle objoctive dota to tids effbet, Memes,
Who hes mede & study of polities) pertdeipstion and socidlizetion in
Pangnlore clty recently, found that the lerge rajority of wemen vore
politdenlly epathetie, Tor theoe dorment women, interest in politdes
ended ot the pelling booth, ™ | '

There cve also indlestions in the litorcture thet vomen
do not rosch thedr political cholees independently. Fven if some
ocholars and politiciong ergue thet women sre showing a growing
neturity 4n ewercising thelr frondios,” ond the growing concom
whoun by political partics to mobdliss women voters cortainly
reflocto thls, OStudies of the dynamdcs of electornl decision-nmoldng

o T A Ao

56, Sndv Lel, g0 cit., ps 85

57+ Pamaglwoy Roy, op. git., pe 117,

5, Porsonsl commudcation,

59, Mrost a1 the mijor pelitdesd portdos now hove thelr women's
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suggest thot women are gemrelly smennble to extornal influence in
arviving ot thelr dloctorsl chodeos, It is just oo esny for them

not to vote, and 1 thoy vote ot a1, they do 6o secording to the
politien) ordenmtotions of their Musbands or some othor mthority
figare in thelr frmilies, Omtrory to tho situstion obteining smong
mon, wvho elther vote ne individusle or as membore of speeis) interest
proups, women follov the dlass and social interesto of thoir hushande
ﬁrr@mrm&mthﬁxmmm:uamwm

of the nature of sex roles and euthority structure in the femily,!
writes fhmed, “they (women) find 4t olmost meturel to follow the
lond of & mlo 'mthority fgue! vhen thoy g to the potis. ' Mde
point hea wlso beon recently eonfivmed by Mrailerts study of clectorsl
bohaviowr in Poona eity® f hos found the phenomenen of hund~fandiy?
woto acoof ding to wich all the merbers of the fmily vote according
to the dctates of the end of the fouily,

Tris disenssion of eloctersl perticipstion suggests thet the
rdle played by women in the aren of eloctions and emercise of fronchice
cortinucs to be limdted. Tids limdtetion doos not relote so much to
the actusl exorcise of the right of frencidse, /e the dlocussion of
electoral flgwes hae indicrted, women tum out to oworcise their
right of fyencides in congideretle musbors, The limitotion relates to

60, s 10 wld doameriied findiag fron sbitles carriod out in the
€1, Tmtdas Mwmed, “Women in Mlitdcs’, in Devold Jein (ed.), ope cit.
62, Sireller, gp, git., pe 306=71.
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tio lewl enl edtent of portieipetion ond the degroc of sutonony

njoyed by then in tho exarcdee of thedr rights, Mrotly, the rele
of wmon st Mghor levels of politiedd pertieipetion econtimos to be
1dmitod, w.ﬁ%muhmmmmmmm
overcise of their nolitic:d rights and the absones of eross prosmures
alseourages thelr pitiedd independence,"?

The position would seen to be diffevent ot decisionemeldng
levale, The country o ot prosent heoded by o women Prime Minister
end severcl gtatos have boon led by wmen Chief Mrdetore and Governore,
Yoy prominent vomen heve slso held mindsterisd offices both in the
comtre and the states, BEven the Ui, Generdl Accordly has boon oneo
precided over by an Indien women, Those casos of prominent Indien
women in pubiie life yould geom to indleote tht women ceaupy on
influential position in the power structuve and the dedsionemeldng process

Conclusions bugsed on a considerction of a handfil of prominent
woren in the country's pubilde 1ife we nevertheless 1ilely to be toth
oryonpous end mddleading, e mut undertdwe o detalled exaninetion of
the reorudtment, role and influsnce of vomen in the vericus legiclative
and decision meking bodies bofore we cnn hope to peneralise cbout the
mmmmwmmmwmmmm
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ereloo of political power.

The role of women -t decision meldng lovels mny best be wnder-
gtood by looldng at thelr pertidbotion in legidlative and emecutive
functions, the degree of influence exsrted by thom, and the iesuss
ond eonglderctions thot engnge thelr attention, Totle VIII presents
the wuber ond perceontage of womon condidates and vomen dlected to
the lok Ssbha and the legldlative Agsortilies dwing tle last five
gonersl elections end midetern polls. The fgwe of women condidates
ulo cortest election is Mgy dlscourcgings It shows thot o very
omel) mrber of women cantest elections to logldlative bodles, Women
contegtants for dlections to the Lok Sedbhe howo nover formed rove
thon 3 porcent of the tol-l cendidstes, Though thelr muber has
boan inevecsing, their percentoge remnineg more or fess the saw, It
wep 2 por comt in 1941, 3 par cont 4n 1957, 3.4 por cent in 1962,
2,8 por cent 41 1967 and 3 por cont 4n 197, % For vomen conbesting
cloctions to the legidlotive Acsentlios the percontoge wos 3 in 1957
ond 1962, It declimed %0 2 por cemt in tie 1967 end subsoquent

“ Muh the seme pettern 48 found to replicnte dtoolf at the
lsvel of elacted ~ondlintos, The maydmm mudnyr of women mevbers in
any one tern of the lok Schba s not excceded M, Moreover, vhat
16 vore, the parcentage of yomn womber 1s om the decline."> From

64, Prolosh Chondre, g Gite, pe 5.
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647 por cont in the third lok Subha, 4t hao come dowm %0 5.9 per cent
in the fourth and 4.2 por cent in the Mfth Iok Soble,

Tds low porcentage of women in the Lok Sebhe 45 not wdque
to Intla, The oitustion o similor in westem demoerstie countried.
Re instance, vomen form only A por cont of the totel rorbersidp of
the Dritich Nouse of Cormons, 2,3 per cont of tlo Awyiem foum of
Reprecentofives, ol 1,6 por cent of the Fronch lbtondl Asserbily,
Comnda's situstdon is worse, Tt has hod only 18 woren mevbers in
the popider house of 4t notional logldi-turo since enfranoldecnent,
Gurrently, thore is culy ong woman mauber 4n the Conadien legisleture,
Tius, Indis is among neny other demooretic sombries of the world
vhore vomen 41 to get roprosentotion proportionste to thedr gheye
in the pos-tion, 5

Tho roasans for the sl mmbor of voren condidrtos ond
heve boen o0 @stemstde studles of the dymerdes of selection of
condidates by palitded. portdes’! thet could be valied upen to fdentify
the rezsong vy 00 fow womah are successfil in securing nominetions

%mm(@. oite, w.mgmammmm
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Towewvor, three broad explenstions would appoar quite plausible,
Piretly, it ooomo thet women aye wshle to mobilise the presoures thet
are arition]l for securing o porty ticket, Thds 4o bost ewemmlified
by the Congress iteelf, Since 1962 onumrds, it has boem 2 prodlaimed
marmcmmuwumﬁmhmzsmmmeah'
wren candidates for elections to the Iok Hthe end the legidlotive
focemtildcn, Bven so, the totdl muber of ticlots sctually dllotted
byﬁnW%mlmmM?wea&é’wm
this docrepanoy owes itedlf to the fact thet thore wos lwen corpes
tition for availalle qloctive poeitions and womon porformed poorly
in tids tug of vor,

A socond explanction may bo the procoss of elections iteslf,
Moctions ave a costly affelr md they reqdre intonaive compeigning
over an extended aren within o ghort time, It 4o plansille thet perty
loaders, who ore themsdlves mles, do not look upon women as ecopeble
of withotending the straing of clectiomeering. Sme indiestions of
this con be found in the foct thot vomen candidetos ave comuwnly
allotted tidkote to comtodt clectiong to the legldiative bodies from

The thdxd, tnd perheps a more importont, frotor is the
gonersl socdsl backwerdness omomg women, Docouse of 4t, women tend to
aocvept the traditionsl role divigion acoording to which their proper

w.chfmnmwmmm m




Given this paychologicel restroint, only e ralatively small muber

of hghly oelfeconscious women, or those who anjoy the support of
thely husbend or significont Smede others, moy be willing to tromseend
the socicl norms and stole dledime to a politdes] career,

There hawe been no studles of the peroonality orientotions
of the politically sctive women ne well as the factore thet propel
then to enter politics as a covver, It is, therefore, quite Meflelt
to assess the relevonce of factors thet are critical to the enmtyy
of vomon into the feld of polities, Towever, com ddee can be
soclal beckgromd of candldrtos dlected to the lok Ssbha

Table IX presonts n consclidntod malyeis of the eduose
tional, socidl, economic and sooupntionsl baclkpromnd of women merbers
of the Lok Sabha sines its inception, It helps to highlight some
of the soclal treits and choracteristics of woren politicians, Pretly,
1t ohows that almost all of thom have had some smoumt of eduestion,
Two thirds of then have lad educstion upto school level and soven
por cont had studied privately. Of the educsted wmen, a lorge
mrber of then (16 por comt) hnd recelved thedr edwetion in
foreign countrion 1dke U,S.4,, U.X., Comde and other Baepesn
countydes, Mthough the mrber of foredm educoted women paliticimns
in the lok Sabha hes beon graduglly dedlining over the yoers, the
proportion of foreign troined politiciens in the leogiddatwes
contimes to be qite cigdflemnt, -
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of the Lok Sabha oleo sugpeste thet womon politicians generelly
belong to the privileged strete of socloty, Moct of them belong
to the upper mlddle and upper dlasses (74 por cont and 18 por cent
rospectively), VUomen telonging te the vorking dless ecoomt for
« o1l porcentege (5u.por contle eﬁmmmm
palitienl offices 48 quite ecsily dstingdehelle from the flguwres
on theiy dlass affldctions, Moreower, mot of thon come from
avens is as low ag 7 poreent, And even theoe wmen, though born in
rural aven, have long betk settled in the wban centyes, Thoy

do not have much link with their birth places, The percentege of
wonen who belleng to the tows and citles 1s 3% md 49 respoctively.

Professionslly, «1 vomn have folloved ecreers before
they wre dlocted to the Lok Sbhe, Rlitdes) md sooldl woriers
form half of the totdl womsn mesbers. They ore followed by tenchers,
monbers, finother 13 percent women had folloved agricilturel as

a profession and 18,6 pereont women belonged to the exmruling
fonildon, Tho fnot vt o1l women politiclans ave vorking women
sugpests that they wore able to outgrow the constraints of thelr



48

traditiongl vols as housowives bofove their emtyy into palities,’?

This brief dlsmuseion of the soclal teckgrownd of
women renbers of the Lok Sabhs dlenyly suggests thot a women
politicisn hos to commnd My grocter resourccs in terme of fendly
baokgrownsd, education and career orientotion then the eversge
wonon, As o mtter of fact, a comparison of thom Mﬂdm
with male politiciens tends to show thet they ave for rove closely
comperetlle to men 4n torue of comand over sldlls end opportunities
then women, ™ Tt 48 to bo expectod thed tho proportion of vemen
hoving access to eidlle and oprortunities would be quite emell,

The position and influence of women in the decision maldng
proosss can be anelyued ot tw levels, eollective and individusl,
Gollectively, women do not seen to oomstitute eny considershle
fores ot decisionenalding lovala. As the figwes on vomn dlected
to the legialstdve Assar?iies have slveady shown, thody mmber and
proportion i o sodll thet they cormot be expocted to repreaet my
wory moesive politicsl fores, loreovor, ewen $ids enall mumber




of womon MNP e divided into & muber of partics and owe thely
allerdence to the ideology of their perties. Thwmn;vmt
be expected to wmwumem.

‘ On the individual plene, the influsnce exerteld or powr
enjoyed by e women paliticion ic more @ fficdt to assess, Some
indlertions of this dimengion moy be provided by the positions
held by them in the exscutive ond decisionemeling roles, looking
ot the eecstive end deciulonwmeling positions held by women, we
would find thet, with ¢ fov eweptions, wmen rarely hold important
political or executive offices. They are genar:lly not alle to
secure any position high r than a deputpenivdster. Furthermore,
are appointed to deportmonts which lorgely comcertrode on mattors
£a11dng within their treditionsl yoles, thot is, on educntionsl
end soctal poliey and fundly mitterg, >

MMoMaraﬂmmuydw
upon graduslly budlding up o ephore of influonce wldch con be relied
upon to advenee in the power hiererchy. There have boen no studies
of the palitdenl influsnce of woren oither in policy meldng oy in the

H.memmmﬁmﬁmmofmmmﬁum
of the Parlisment could show the extent to which they wre ollle
wmmmmmzmummtem
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pover hierorchy. Some imprecsionistie accoumis, howewver, suggest
thet women politiciane ave wnsble either to estolilish thodr poreoncl
pelitiedl influence or to affect policy maling, ¥ They tond gt
often to bo amemable to the pressuros of mele loaders, ond & comwon
tondency for thom is o depend upon mle leadors,

of woren even ot deocisionemuldng lovels reqire systematic study,
loyover, ot loset two ploucitle eqplenctions ean be indlosted provie
slonnlly, The firet io the process of thelr recdtment to
politicdl offices, The pattern of recruitment of woren to polities
is diffevont from thet of mens They enter palitics elther through
wvidow sucoesgion, or as a s anding condidote for thedr hushends or
fethars or wre avpointed to pdliticcl officos by mdle politdesl
and wives of prominent politicions who have or had themselves occupled
politiesl offices at some time, The remeining ome fourth are thome
who had the begking of the perty boseos,.Since wnen enter palities
nodrly through the suprort of mon rether than Hiwough their o
sugtadned politdes) interest and effort, it is ¢ be expocted that
they would follow the lond of men in politiord metters, Secondly,
there are also few opportunitics for wmn to tuild their personal
srhores of influences as they stay in offico fo relstively brief
periodes

7he Seo lote, gne oib., 267.



COCLISIES

This essay has boen concerned with en assesomont of the
role and position of womon in Indien polities, Let us now recapitidiate
some of the main findinge suggested by this discussion,

The role md contribution of women to the £igld of politiecs
hos toen relotively restricted thmoughout, Torhaps during the ecrly
Vodde poriod women ployod an emal role with mon in polities, tub
thereaftor this equality undervent o gradusl process of decling.

Yomen come ¢o be rogurded es inferior to mon and thedr partdcipetion
in pulilie 1ife ecome to bo grestly curtafleds They were deniod edu-
ertion, economic independence and public eontect which would heve been

cartury opened the wey for comtact with the vest, Under the influence
of wostern {dedle of liberty, cquelity end dewocragy, a new consolouse
ness developed aveng Indiame. Sore Indisn reformers took the initiative
to reforn the soeisl condit ons of Indisn women. By the beginning

of the tuenticth century, the liberstion movencnt of Indien woren

ook an orgadeed forn and its lesdership passed on to a mmber of
edwocted women, As o resdlt of the efforts of thome wonm, the
fr-nghdse movonent of Indien women wee laumched, The movement

won vary short 1dved end women were sille to achdeve their palitieel
rights wory coafly, The bave of the legdl md peliticel equality of
mWWMWth&M«f&M



pdullt fronchice wae incorportted into the constitution of row India,

Onco women achdoved their paliticel rights, 4t wao expocted
thet they would sutometically come to play offective role in the
£leld of polities, lowower, on evalustion of thelr rdle in pro-
wes mispleced.

During e pro-indepenience pariod, wenon oould not Hlay
rmy elgdtloant vele in electored palities, The terms of froncidse
e uded the mejority of woren from the menn of palities end even
the foyhighty pleced vonen dtd not chow mich ontiuetosm to exercise
tiolr rights, Tven those women who were alected to verious logidlom
in logidlatures,

Yoron joimd the netioned movement wvory lote. Until 1930,
myMmewmwtanMm
in it diveetly, Under the leoderdldp of Candhd, women wore mobilized
in Jerge murberp. Nevertholecs their role wes largely suprortive and
they @id not play any lendership rele in the movenent,

 Attednrent of indepenience snd the cccoptance of the
principle of wivarsel adlt franchdeo dld not miln any Mfforonce
in the quantity or quality of vomen's palidenl rdle, Ouantitetive
dsta shows, Piretly, thet the perticipation of wmen is low in #1l
| Palitded) octivitios, and, seeondly, that thore exdste & gup in the



muwiber and percentages of men end womon who pavticipate, Though

tids gop 1o mapinel at the lovel of woting, it bbeomos wlder in cnse
of highoy politdeal activitics mich ap compaigning, porty ddentifi.
ostion, perty mrbersidp, otes Tt bo Goms widoct in case of decision-
meking were sixtoon tims no many men as women perticipete.

The politicel ectivity of women not aily @ ffors in quantity
fron the sctivity of men, There aye slso difference of quality in
the yoles and stetus of the two sexwe. It has boen cbsexved thet in
overy set of paliticsl porticipetion be it the lowst lovel of voting
or the tighest lovel of decislonemlking, the tendency of o women is
to follow the lead of men. She wotes according to the preferences off
hor foth or husbend) she is recruited to the positions of pover
through the support of mles, end wiile in power che telws paliey
decisions on the advice of mle party bosses. In short, che is
dopendent upon men in every pdlitiedd activity, This phenomenon 48
not wilque o India, Thore 48 evidence to oiow thot the seme s
the pettern in other countries of the world, It, neverthelecs,
reflects the relotively inferior stotus of womon in the politiesd
gphoye, Politics is otdll the doundn of mon and vomen do not rlay
ey offoctive part in it,

The explanation for the gencrelly cpethetic politdecl
orientation of women and their tendoncy of aggdssocence to the
Judgement of mles hes gomerclly been found in the temprametal end
physiclogiedl diffevences between men mnd women, The argument
has never been explicilly formiloted 4n India, tut it rume through
& oot dodl of the debste, Whrt is usuadly dmilied is th-t, becsuse
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of tempramentsl and physicloglesl recsons, women cre not eepeble of
engnging in politicdl activities, Consequontly, they should be
restrictod fyom equal perticipetion n public 240,">

Perbops the point abut physielogiesl and tempromntol
ddeforonces doos have o cortain bicloglesl welidity (though this has
not boen estailished),”™ 14 1 #PoIailt to seo how thess can alone
account for the @lffo-entisl acocoss of men and women to polities emd
powr, Bven vhen men themsdlves suffer from soro of thece dlesbilitdes,
they Te rot dended nccess to power, while women 2ve doberred from such
porticipotion, Under the eiremstences, the orly plaugitlo answer
muummwwmammmmm
power strwture is an aspoct of soeldl ‘
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Indian society is patriarchsl in chevecter, One of the
foctures of such a society is that father do the twed of the fanily
biorarchy ond domin-tos over the whole housohdld ingluding the wifes
ond others as typdedlly "Smele', Man 48 cxpocted to maintedn the
family, women da expected to Look after the fanilyy he s to decdde
in o1} motbers, she e to S1low his leody the nen's domain is outelde
the forfly, wmon's dowdn i within the howselcdd, The maturdl
in o petricrelel socloty.

Sinco eamterporery Indim soceity io besleslly patriarchal,
the conception of the vole divieion and the infedority of wemen ave
oti1) yelevent, It is the seldlisetion procesc wideh halps in
meinteining thoss emeepts end in troncadtting them fron gonerdtion
people sre tradned to qeqdve the mowledse sidlls end dlepositions
of tholy expactod Tolos 4n godety.’C Simce womn sve sosigned vdles
thet eve dlfferent from those of men, they ore socisdlised in o
difforent vy, As thay ere expected to take up the job of bringing
wp the fusily, vhetever they are Seught 1s geeved o the wltinste
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they ore trained in such o war thet they eame to congider themselwes
ao inferior to mn and do vot question their domdnanco,

S for s politied) participetion is concerned, four
reoults follow from this process of socinlisation. Firstly, woren come
to accept the traditional rale dvision and do not went to partieipote
in publde life. Sinoe the 1dedl before then right from thelr childe
hood, ia of being good housewives, their fondest wich is to get
mrried. A8 a matter of fact, they conclder it to be & miter of
prostige to have good Mmgbends as, according to their beliefs, thelr
position in soclety depande upon their mshends. Once they ave marrded
end beget children, they do not mind leaving thelr educstion, profession
or occupation. They do not went to loave their houses and join
trangoond theso boldiefs,

¥, womon form a percoption of themwelves as Yling
inferior to men and thus of being ineapatile of taking indepenient
decisions, mmazmumyuummmmm
‘thet they comiletely depend upon men end follow their load in oot
mattors including politics, like any other mocicl activity, they
£ind 4t alnost naturel to perticipete in palitics according to the
politien) preferances of men, Participetion acconding to their own
opinions requires a brock from thedr conventiongl tresk fyom thedr



roles and fov women are propaved to yisk it,

Thirdly, it is not only women who dewdlop netions sbout
their subordin-te rdlos in the soclety, but socioty alse expoocte

%o be of utmost importence for women, Politics cs a cavesr is emsie
dored wworenly and women in publie 14fe are looked down upon, People
do not hositote in showing thely resentment ageinst women politiciens.
For ingtance, in the early days of Mre, Gaudhi's Prime-!inistershdp,
petticoat governnent! wos held respongitle for everything thet wont
wrong in the country,

Rertlly, vomen ove soclsldsed in gush o vay thet they do ot -
devillop mch dntevost 4n polities, Mrotly, thoy log

belind in eduestion which is very important in exposing then to the
wider vorld end moans of palitie:) comumestion, Seeondly, they ave
g0 mich sheorbod in family 14fb that they do not got mch time

end lefoure to be intarected in palities.

plitios] participotion ond involvement smong women could be pauged
from the study of women vho eve oriented towards o mwore meleeoriented
rdle, Unfortunately, fow stulles hove beon winderteken on this

dmenoion in Indle, Towover, Palombra's comperative cross-nitiomal
ptudy showed thet women who played a domdinant econorde role tended to
be more politically active.’? O evidence hap lso shown thab vosen

”‘ J‘ h M' ety onG Poartioln

SO How m. 197,
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who perticipeted in pubide 140 tend alnost in every detail to bo
move 1ikm non then their owr elsters, Bvidently, therefove, the
peodive politierd oriantetions of vomen cre duo o their socialisetion
and rele otructure and thooe orientotions stond 1ttle cholee of
chenge wriless the socislizction prosess emd rale structwe themalves
wmergp chnge,

Ferhops, undermeoth the appavent slobility and contimity
of Indlen sociel styucture, soeial chenges are ccouwring and thesce
changos may everrtually prodice changes in the rales end position of
voron, Tor instence, it i 1ikely thet the rise in the proportion
of vomon in the vorke-force my eventuslly produce chenges in
sogialization patterns and rale structure of socioty., NHowever, this
ip a point thet eon otly be gaiged from studies focesing on wonen,

Our contention dnitially wae thet the study of womon hes
bem neglocted in India and 14ttle information 4o eveilalle sbout
then, Under the cireumstonees, our conclusions oye ob bost tentotive,
If wo cre to understand the paliticsl role and stotus of women, ve would
roquire o mubor of studios fomussing on women, let us in eoncdlusion

Firstly, stuloen ghould be wndertalon to study the pattorns
olicit dete on pertleipetion petterns, tut shodlld olso tyy to velate
vox to soclow-economic vardelles to see 1f thero arye dlfferenc s arong
worgn as & vemilt of their differemtisl sociel locrtion. ldteramy,
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perticipstion sholdd be studled,

Secondly, studies should be undertalon on the patterns
of reoruitment dtothe politdes) ayotem. Sich studles shodld try
fovour, The detrizents md cbetecleo to wonon petting adequate

Thirdly, studfes should be undertelan to study the offect
of socldlimtion on women's pdlitieal pertieipetion, Simltenscusly,
those stutles shoild exrilore the strusture of fumily relstimohpe.
It ip possitle thet the structure of family “dl-tionships, onecurage-
nent by perents or epiliterian ethos of the frdly may off-set socin-

Finally, stulies of the Lsmwe end protlems mised by
woren in Jegldletive ororns my be underbaken. Such studles will

One of tho srgunmts agelast Masiosing vonen o covring
then in thedr gtudles mmong pelitle:) sclemidoto has boan thet e
pldtdes) spathy of womon ds vellerows, Tven 42 the pleture of
wonen's palitied {nvilvenet brosdly ecmftres to the pleture thet
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our diacussion hes partroyed, theve 4s no resson to exdludd thes
from study cltogother, Stutios of women wnld te indepensiide for
1mg torm ghdfts thet my Yo scowring in tiedy bohaiow as o
consequont. of 4. Uloos one talme the position thet theve arve mo
long tomm giifts, the study of wozen would seem dmporetdve, Fow
world soriously argue thet woren are rot boing affected by the
politicizetion md democretisction of Inlien fSocloty.




morely to present a selection of some of
the works. mmimmmmrsmammmm for the
mibjeéts and toples discusced in the preceeding essay.

v/ATUD, DILIZ, Nonon fn Palities! In Doveld Jedn(ed.), Yonem of

(in
ALTERAR, AlS., lw.&onof a Hiady Gividdzetion fron Pro
NSO 11868 TO Tho ,’r.\-.-.-:_rs Bieky 4
APPIDGAT, A, Biatua <
ASIRAF, KM .

Cale

W’



DESIPADE, D, Y., ones 7 apd Soeialign, ]
DU, s.o., m-m o m s Rol at, In P henrs .t (eda),
n io the Ny isie ms.‘

GUPTA, Buk., lNotes gn the Position o song Hindus , Vodlens
3;1_ ~:;ia~ WH § s AT ta, 1”.
m‘, .' m‘ T' 20 .,-‘ut v Sit6. % 1454 ,J;ﬁ‘*f Liane P tml
Mituigtretion OF Sir Dorbasi Bte Durttiute 6¢ Bosla Work,
m, 19&(



63

nmn' G SOIgN il 4l
I'DI4, iﬁmﬁmﬂ's CIRISTIAN ASSOCIATIO

e B iR Dertug Of songh oX
mmmxm ,»;-: ;~.-..~ i mane

i, TS’ SILTARh, B30 OF BCPAL, An_toocunt 08 My 1A%,
Lo 1%
Jm‘ ‘ s Shatig Of oy ‘V v _~,‘-.>-:.;‘4 WM Ph.D, Dissorto.

of reroity, 16
. JOIES, V.R. n.n. JGES, Vommn 4n Is)an, Lucinow, 1941
m’ m £3 O O P Aﬂmm AYER Ok S A 1170 '

FIATA, B.A., 'mzm Ptr% among Mudlim CGixl Students of
,mmnﬁm g?.' (3 & :
(flew Dot

mmmu B, )f

1 of Homen, Borbay, 1944.
M ghts of Women in Tnifa?, In U.1,E.5.C.0,
mA’ Dg .y REAUION O ‘i~‘.t‘-~)!. n 1N :.“‘ dipy Mm, 1%.3'



fm L;&B.B. '

AL G .8} ¥
...*)';a n in Swored Seriptures of Hinduniom, New m, 194,
i-r N 3 - : oy & . oot !

U 2 Vedic Ace. Bombey, 19¢9.

aoxism PR ) g g el O o
Afm D.’ WT"'ZM“ £ w'é..:.fw G CINE W’ 1”&

m OIS adia, Bonmbey ekl
mm. ﬁﬁ A‘-.»r ' Pryvipoaly L e _':'.;:; WO”LC hmdm, 190-1
BALLYH.M o %he Ca toe on the Status

of Homen in India Under the mapianaf m Inﬁ.a‘hm’t

SIRASVATI amogm‘%%:m' -




65

M 'I.V"l"- S} KT SR .1 N 9 WS4 1R ]
WOMENYS Imm ASSOCIATIQN, MAIRAS, “Joren's Hork in Madrea',
hdnumu. '_

r*: ﬂ*ﬂm'; P

LE AL RS



	G257190001
	G257190002
	G257190003
	G257190004
	G257190005
	G257190006
	G257190007
	G257190008
	G257190009
	G257190010
	G257190011
	G257190012
	G257190013
	G257190014
	G257190015
	G257190016
	G257190017
	G257190018
	G257190019
	G257190020
	G257190021
	G257190022
	G257190023
	G257190024
	G257190025
	G257190026
	G257190027
	G257190028
	G257190029
	G257190030
	G257190031
	G257190032
	G257190033
	G257190034
	G257190035
	G257190036
	G257190037
	G257190038
	G257190039
	G257190040
	G257190041
	G257190042
	G257190043
	G257190044
	G257190045
	G257190046
	G257190047
	G257190048
	G257190049
	G257190050
	G257190051
	G257190052
	G257190053
	G257190054
	G257190055
	G257190056
	G257190057
	G257190058
	G257190059
	G257190060
	G257190061
	G257190062
	G257190063
	G257190064
	G257190065
	G257190066
	G257190067
	G257190068
	G257190069
	G257190070

