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EARLASK

The present study is an essay on Sociel mability in Indies
The pexticuler saphasis, in this anelytical paper is on the undes-
stending of the pattesns of sosial mebility f2m o histosicel
point of view, e hove discussed various concepts seleted to
strotificetional mobility. Thess concepts havs been exenined in
view of soms besic eppmaeches, such ss functionsl ond dislestisel =
historical,

The zeview of literstuze on socleld mobility in Indis seveals
that s grest deal of swphasis has been put on studying mobility
in the cests aystem. Thess studive have been influsnsed by the
indological end cognitive~histosical sppmaches. Ths mein feature
of those studics is on the understanding of the ceste systen and
ite dynonics as stated in the Senskzitic texts and othez Nindu
religious literstuse, These studiss have been influenged by the
othus of funcltionsiism in particular, however, the gpplicstion of
diglecticalwnistorical appoach to the study of causte stretification
end wobility has not been very auth in vogus,

Sus snelysis shows that sost of the studies on social mobility
refor to the moveosent af individusis, subecastes and castes. Sociel
nobility is not confined tw status smulstion slone, it refers to the
etudies of structusel factors which bring ebout the downgrading
of secial pusition of individuals end groups, win are advessely
sffected by certain structurel changes., We have o tudisd social
sobiiity ssang the ex-Jagizders, issindare and Shoaiass of Aajasthan
with the view that lend refome as & stauctuzal fectar hove affected
advexsely the positian of the landed grows and individuals,
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The shalyeis shows, that the Sheoxy of *Status withdzewsl®

applies to ithe enwjagirdoss and Zamindaze. The motion of "ilatus
withdrawl” refaz to debesing of individusls and grows faoe thelx
entzenched positions. In case of jagizdazs end 2eminders the

o smative system which grented then laend righte was adolished and
songegquantly the landegrants wore withdiswn Fzom them. This elep
initisted @ peocess of status consolidation md elatus downgzeding,
but Mt in any case status enulation.

The puspose of the present study is o see thoge individusie
and groups fTrom geong the jegizdave and Zawmindere, who could retain
their status Dy alternate ways and aocans,

de have t0 oaiso ses those geoups and individuals from svong
the dagirdare and zesdndasrs who sould nut seek alternate ways and
mgens to retadn theds stetus. In the cese of the lettex the pmcess
of downuward wmoial sobility begin end wme of thew eeched to She
devel of a pmistazist and sanval w Thed.

Thus, our nain intemst ie %o study this particular stauctuzael
fozce which has bxught sbout social mobility among the exejegirdere
and lemindars and sose other intezvening factore since the sbolition
of jogirdari and zemindezi systom.

I expross my gratitude to Dr. K.L. Shame for supezvising the
pregent feesesch wask, It wuld heve been difficult for ne
conplete this study without his guidance ond help which | msceived
from time %o time,
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D smnin

in zecent yosss consideceble work hes bean done in the
field of social wobility. Swciologicel ressscches on sosial sobility
stasted ot the end of the ninstsenth centusy. Sozokin has done a
conp sehenaive study on social wobility. The othow motable etudics
ate by DoV, Glamss 5o Lipset, Besnard Sazbes, K. Mertom, Jauos
Ghlvezbarg, ate.

The studies of social wability in Indie sre quite different
fsom the studies of mability conductad elsewheze. Mobility in the
caste aystem has Desn stulied moxs then =obility in clase ond power
aystems, In fact, caste had been an encoopassing inetitution of
indian sceiety, ond 4t wes thought that 4% covesed all other elations,
Rgusly, ecommic and politicsl. fAecently, studios on mebilitise in cless
and pouer systsas hove been dones The amphasis in these studies is
on the pmcesses of chonge in cless and powes hierarchies and celstions
betweon caste snd clese, casts and power and classe and powar.

Vazious sppmaches o stratificetion and mobility have besn
spplied to Indian situation. Beteille hao saseined Nax Weber's wpp 50 ash,
nanely, ‘class, ststus amd party'. Harxian sppaoaech has bean spplied
by several scholaie in their studies of agrazian end industsrisl otsuciuses.
Fizat, we shall briefly seview wome of the studice on social mobility
and thun see Stheir ispact on the studics of soclisl mobility in India.
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Un the basie of @ cazeful enalysis of e ovallieble
litorature on socisi webllity Lipset end Bendix have absesved that
social aobility Lis an integrel ond continuing sepect of the process
of Andustrializations' DV, Glass's aditod wosk on socisl obility
comprehends the phenomeng 67 socisl mobility in the Grest Britain.
Vozious sreas of inguisgy iike occupational grading, sducstional
experisnce, intergansrationgl changee in status, methods of mobility
meggugement, asbility and marziege, and internaticnal congazision
of sccisl mobility have been studied Ly the contributoxs of this
wiune, These studies have measured seeunt, rate, dimction end
chenneis of souisl Mobility 4n the Gusat Britadne’

 Basves hav meesused corsalation betwesn socisl mDility end
different determining Tectors like Tamily, aducstion wok ozgenization,
sysbolis justification end politicel csgenizstion, Ne has given en
stcount of variability in ssount and degres of gocisl mobility in
dif rexent typea of socisties.’

dacently, ottention has been pald ta the underetanding of
social wobility oo severasl new fostors have Laought shous changes
in the treditional etatus syston, Factors dike education, housing
canditions, wociel and political statusns leading to social mobility
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1. Lipset, S.M, ond R Bendix, Sogiad 7 Sy A
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wese tsken into secount. In wost of the studics conductod in westesn
sosdetice the agjor esphssie is on ocgupational acbility. The trends
sentioned sse ¢ sobility Tiom wnskilied o skilled, and Taom lowesr
grade white-golliar jobs te prufessional jobs.

T GURREL AL ehak JRRLLILL

Social mobility ie & paxt of o bavader wonoupt, nanely,
sosial change, Social change affects the entisze society oz a paxd
of & given sogiely, but mot nscessasily in segard 0 4%s statusesysten
in & aignificent waye Mbility whether physicel oz wecial s the
consequence sither of aigzation oz of changes in the positions of
dndividuasie, clssses end gsoups. Thue, social mobility refers te
s spesific and centexntusl ghange, nauely, An the status syotem of @
sacdety in gensraly or in o given mocisty., These could be wvazioue
Sypes of Teotozs sesponsible for bringing sbout sotial mobility.
Hwever, in recent times, the gmwih of citiss, Tectosies, buzcaws
Gracy and deagnds for new pereomnol and talent ere the chief fsctoxs
of the incressing rote of mobility.

Pitrin Somkin's woik on socisl wobility marks the begimning
of systeastic socdological study on verious dicensions of sosield
mbility. Soxokin defines social mobiiity as "any tsansition of @
individual or sogial object or value anything thet hes besn crvated
or medifisd by humsn sctivity fmmmmnmumm*.‘
umwuﬁnmmmumpmm
horizantal and verticsl. By rimntsl mebility is weent the trencition
af an individual or sogial object Tom one social goup te onathes

4. Sozokin, Pehey W The Fzeo Prass 4
Giencos, 1959, p.
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uununmmm. By verticol social woblility is meant
the selations Aowolved in a trensition of on individual fom one
social strotum S0 anothex, Ascording to tiw dizestion of She
transition there ave twn types of vestical secial mobility, sscending
and descsnding or scgial clinbing or ssgial einkinge Lipest and
bendix define sosial sebility oo the piocess by whieh individuais
sove o one pogition to snothes. Such g process of mbility hee
gensxal onsunt by the specific hisrerghical valuus of a given
auhty.’

A basic diffisulty inherent in wost discussions of sociael
aebility bas been the sbesenge of & comparative Trsne of mfezence,
The conception of high oz low nebility sosumes s cemparision with
sonuthing eles whish is highsr or lowess Thies types of compezieion
of sobility con be made, The fizet is the compazision of the
present with the pest, L.0.; is there more or lese meoial mebility
today than in the past, mmm.«munm
countrielal or steals) with othar arce(s) ox countsiels)s The thixd
type of wobility sefers to comparicon with a model awpzessing wqual
appartunity.

Sogiel webility in some dogise oxists in every socioty,
it follows s this thet ssong its fectoss, besides lovel, temporary
and specific conditions, there must be cwnditions which opezate in
ell mcictics and in all periods, Gosokin hee pointed out towards
sons prisacy factors, These are as Tollows @

ST A M O R SN . S A B

S« Lipost end Bendix, OpeCit,, pp. oy
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{i) demegzephic Tautozs)
(44) dissimilezities of pasenta snd ghildzeng

{444) change of envimmeent, especialiy of the enth sepo-~wmeial
envimmmenty end

{iv) defective social distzibution of individuals within
socisl layers.

SHARNRLG B S C1AL JRALLLLY

ALl socistics have some channals which permit individuals %o
nove up and down from Shedisr apective positiona. Those shemels
aay vasy from pluce © plate and fom tise %o tise, Vaezdous secisl
institutions sush ss wdusolionsl, political, econoamis, pwfessioned
organizations otc., povide spegific sules and puocedusss for theis
functionaries % faeilitate $heir pmmotion to highes positions, snd
if fail to sbide by the dissipline of these orgenizstions they ase
scaled down aleo. . Lnasted low sleo playe cignificent imile in sacield
webility. Marriege with o porson balonging to highsz stretun may
“nmmmmmmvm-m Jomagraphic chang es
sdso opesate as channels of sobility.

Thus the totality of the channsie of cocial mabiiity, ovea
in 3 given gogiety would mesn a complex system of rowssde ond punichment,
in Tast, chonneds of sobility are ot zendum ox contingent in nature.
Thoy are massatively detesuined, hence socielly aesopied rowever,
these chamnels say help some scctions of society som then the athers.
Such o discriminatory natuze of channels of mobility indicatss elout
the natume of stratifigetion in s given sasduly,.
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ALl sosiotiee differ in segusd %o the pmcesses by which
social nobility cccurs. Thees differences ave found in ths smount
of populstion mavesente, algrstion and in the institutional nome
that influence these processwss, Theoziticslly, an "epen sosisty™
stzongly eppioves of upward social mebility eod puts high valus
on squality oF opportunity for all its aexbexs, snd encourages Svezy-
one %o dmprove his present position, Un the other hand, e “"closed
saciety” dissourages secisl mobility.

The mzas offeocting sociasl wobility could be bmadly divided
sofers %0 sigidity or selatively loss mobility s positions are
dotormined by birth end svedal inhoritente. The sthicvenenteazionted
mme rofer 0 cspizetions of individual menbess eond zecagnition
of theis offozte to ashive them, Mence, socistice heving predoninence
of sueh morns sre selatively lces rigid and pornidd eore mobility
then the Tizst type of socistiss, itoweves, no society is coupletely
sscziptive 02 whiveasni-sriented. A particuler sveiety say have

predoninancs of one type of rmame than the othes,

it is necessary % understand the nature of sogial stzatificetion
e understand the pmcesses of cocial mability. The most commen moening
of stratificetion sccosding to Celia S. Hellew is that it wfors

- an arzengensnt of positions 4n o graded hiezeschy of weiaslly superior
‘.\' and inferdor m-.‘ These positions azs a result of the functions

\mmuuﬂmm-n-f.nm. Tiwse who pesfose the
sane functions aoupy the gimilor positions,

s AN OIS

6o Gelda, S, Holler {wde)y Shguct
Landon, 19
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The theaxy of strstificstion ase given by Davis end oo ze

dmplies thres medn pointe &

a) Socisl stratificetion (unsven distribution of matesial
rewards and of preatige) is functionally necessary end
is thezefare o universal and pemmansnt feature of sosiety)

B) stzatificetion is functionally mecessary LoGauee svery
anciety needs a mechaniem inducing psople 0 oosupy positiomns
whigh asze soeiaelly impostent and rxesquisze Seeining, esteziel
rewokds and prestige, end they ~ot as stisuli towgrds the
oseupation of sugh positions; ond

¢) tha sxistense of this weshenien ensusee that the woet
impoztent positions are filled by the moot qualified porsone.

Besnord bazbez defines social stratification as "o stauctuxe
of reogulesized insquality in whish wen are ranked higher ond lower
sscozding to the velue sem sxded %0 theis verious socisl mise and
sstivitien®.! Thus, sociel sbsetifisation consiste of an unequel
distribution af righte and psivileges, duties mnd resporeibilitiss,
secial values and privetions, sogiel power and influences ssong the
senbere of o sacisty. Any orgeniszed sosial geoup is olwayo o stzatified
socdal body., These hos not besn any permgnent socdel gmup in which
all menbers are squale

The feudalistic pettesn of stratification hwoe conalderasily
changed since Indepondenge, and $he nozus of schicvenent, equality of
oppestunity and individuslisa have sasrged to gome extent in place of

7. Doxbes, Besnasdes OpeCites pode
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the velues of toeditional hieraschy, holies and secziption ote. The
now valuee aze found in the fozs of eospetition, technicel kiuwiadge,
afficioncy otcys at the lovel of individual mssbers of s given sosiety.

V Thus, s theasy of sociel mebility is besed on the nature of
sogial stzstificetdon found in a given sacisty. The netuse of socdal
stratificstion ie detesmmined by foctors such as ethnicity, rese,
econondc grwlh and scientific end industrial dovelepaent, Theaee
fastors deteiming ooCisd maiunma in teres of verious combinstions
of Shese and some othesr sontextually isposteont faetows, Thorsfoxe,
thoze conmt be ¢ single theozy of mobility, A struwetursl explenation
of woial sobility could be found in the natuze of staetificetional
relations as deternmined by these Tactors. Howsver, thers aze aleg
mtivational and sconomic emplenstions of weial mobility. The
fungtionalist view of woial mobility zefere 10 wmecial wobility so
puocsss of adjustesnt betwesn various forees and factors which
deternine the natuse of sccial stretification.

in Indis coste ic the basis of stratificstion to o lesge cutont.
Howsves, it has mot besn gowmplotely stetic ac we have mow evidences
of meial sobiidty in the anegisnt and nedieval India. Migzetion awl
movenents of poople fom one region %0 enuther in sedieval Indis occused
due %0 were end other festoze. In sncient India, stotus mobility wee
found dus %o changua in cccupation and lose of statue,

Changes in the land sovenus aysteoss from 1200 A0 wpte the
ond of the fuughel eapize brought stout sedical Shanges it the claess
structurs, The Jegizdozd eystem was o culmination of the Ckte aystes
intrudused in 1200 Alle The Jeghederi System wes patmnised by the
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empemms dkbar in the fomm of Henssbderd Systes which gove way %o the
ignindard Systes duzing the bBzitish pevicd. VToday we have She opere
cussions of the Jogizdesi ond Zamindard systeas on the cless fuseation,

The estoblishaont of g unifom end demccratic legal aystem
sosves %0 wogken the guthozity of the highe: caste peaple. In a musber
of ways the prosent legel ond political gysiess heve ﬁum'rm
avenues of sociel mebility, Iindustrislization has cmwated avenuse
for migration and chenge of ocsupetions. This hes also grested shanges
at the level of aspirotdons of the people.

The studies on stratification in the Indian gentext can be
divided in two cotegoriess firstly, the studies on caste atzetifigation,
and seoondly, the studiss buescd on other factors such a8 cless, power
and ‘style of 1ife' along with coste, Clesslike distingtinns within
caste haeve besn the majar point of discussion in the sultidisensionel
studies. These studies on stretificobion include a nuaber of dotose
adngnts of status and renk such as scomsic pusition, cuiturael style
of iife, edusetional schisvesents, occwationsl stutus end caste cenke
Hers caste is considered as one of the fattors and not the sels
sspresentetive of all the foctors of otetus detsimination,

Beteille's study of o Tenjore village axhibite that the suspl
social eyotem has sequissd a sugh soxe somplex and dynamic chaeczsctar.
fls writes ebout Srzipuren viliasge: "the cless systes overiaps %0 a
conslduzable sxtent with the casts stouwcture, but aisv cuts scavee
it ot @ nusber of painte®.” Our study sxplaine thet the tw hiszeschiss,
namely, Coste & Claws do mt coincide fully with sach othes,

8. deteills Andre, W Unford University Poass ¢
1966, ppe =18,
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The Hazxien thessy of clsse stwuctuse stipulates fims of all
the existence of twe mutually sntogonistic gmoups involved in the
progess of production. These are two basic clesses. They diffes
from esch o ther by theis mistions ®© e sesns of produstion. One
of those classss owng thes, the other is deprived of thes although
it opozates then, This mlation detexmines the ghazestexz of She
fizet s on axplodting, and of the escond o ant axplcited clase.

At one plece Karl Marx has pointed ocul towasdas three classses, namely,
tha ownere of serely of lebour powes, the owners of capital, and
dandownecs, whoose sepective sousues of ingome ave wages, psofit end
rent. In other wosde, wage lobouzurg, capitalists gnd landowns s
are the three Classes., Thuse classes ox® beged on She copiteliet
ua.'aMMu’

Hendix and Lipaset say that Jiffemnt clesses are aggiwgete
of pezgong whe pesfom thes seae function in the csgenizetion of
produstion,. Thoge classes sre Jdistinguished Tmom vach other by the
mf-llmusrm:mm:mmumm" Redf
Jehrend 2f cbsarves thet the stzuctusel detersinants of clase fommation
and class conflict are the authority etmucturws of entize scliety ae
wall 28 perticuler institutionsl osdess with.n soclety. The specific

Ak 5 A R TN - AN 8 i

9. Karl Mezx, "A lnte on Classes” in Llas
-:.um {eds, ), Mutiedge and Kegan §
P

t0. A, Bondix and S.8. Lipset, "Kexl Morx's Theosy of Socisl Classes®
in Ehang. SRatus ond FRamEs OpeCite, pele

. 1974,



- i1l =

type of ghange of sociasl stauctude ceussd by sucial clssses and
thedir conflicie ie n&u“t.& the zepult of the Jdifferentiel distzie
bution of positions of eubhozity snd theiz instituticnal oxdere.'’

Clasoebosed inoqualitiss are o univezosl phoruaena. The
goncept of clase hes contributed to the understanding of zelationship
betuwesn social stsugbure ond social chonge, soceial change and clase
sonfiict ond cusial mobility.

HLASUALES SOCIAL JRALLITY
The ssasusensnt of social mobility is not an casy task. The
sessuzonent of gucisl mobility coan be seen with the distinction
betwesn intragenerational and intsrgonerational mobility, Individusle
are said %o be =0bile -
@) if in their adult lives they shift fsom one sociel pusition
or stretum o ewthar; or
@) if Shair socisl positions or gtrate ade subsegquantly
different frou those of their fathese.
The fizet type of mbility thet ie, intsegenarstionsl aobility,
is mespured ssoesding 0 individusl's own pest aule, pueition o
stretum. The second type of mebility ie nsssured scwrding %o parent's
weisl mle, position or stzatum such o mobility is called intess
genezatfonal mobility,
Sz

i1, Dohsendosf, Aalfe, §
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The concept of mability implise o ahift Toom o position of
origin to o differont svciel position, ox e an oxiginal rale
o & subsequent sole, To leasn gbout suoh individual'e shift, ox
about patterns of sugh mavessnte, we ¢ xdinacily need 8 have date
WMMplm“ﬂmmmnt‘M“m ?
In othe: wade, we look for inetences of gheange in wle or position \\

over an intervel of time,.

The structuze of Indien society io bessd on cacte aystem,
snd hore the procecs of woial mobility is direcily zelated to 48,
The coste aystem in India hes seversl unigque Tesbuzes. ARG whiich
are ite tio with iHindu zeligion dts onmplexnity and oo zpoxatencss.
Thess slenente of gestos mgulets the beraviour of its neabore.

Studiss on social mobility in India hove been conducted with
rafezencs %0 tw spocific Freasworks, Some studies have abossved
changes in the caste system zight fzom ite inception itseif.'? Theper
has found both torimntal and vertical mobility in slise gmoups of

dzahnans, Kehetriyes and Vaiehya cosctes An Urban ateas, oven in
obcient Indis.'?

Mmhmh Gwoups® in A
;t.,g.‘.m and V, Jhe (ede.), Pec



silvazbesg’e edited volume conteining several papess on
sogial mobility in the ceote aystem in Indis eoaprises scme asuch
studies, It ie pmposted that diffezent gente gaoups made effext
to clain end sequire the otetus of cestes higher %0 thes in the
caste hiszarehy. Sugh clainmo have been esteblished on the basis of
adaptetion of sonskeitic and mnesonskzitic styles of 14fs of the
Wpper cestes. Moot of the papors inciuded in Silverborg's w lume
have seported both ‘successful' ond ‘unsuccessful® afforta of the
dowsz gastes Tor sghioving statuses of the highes castes.

The otudics of gucial mobility endwted in India covesr tw
wejor azess of inquizy. These aset (1) changes 4n tzaditionsd ocews
pationss end (44) chenges in the practiced end customs comected with
the caste aystems Howsver, traditional occupations awe still comected
with the caate aysten.

: Tsae the wethodalogical peint of view o otwdy of ssciel sobility
in India would be quite diffezent fiom the studics on social mebility
in wostesn sociotica, A gtudy of social wobility in the vestemn
mcioties includos feotors like sducetion, job end income ots,, while
a study of wcial mobility in Indie wuld ingiude criteria zelatod to
coste, kinship end Tanily, But a comprehensive study of sosisl
mobility in the caste aystem in India is posedble only if wn coneides
the effests of all soate of changes in medsl, sconomds, meliglus
and pniitical spharon.

14, MMM):W
An_lgdigs "outen Publighess & The Hague, '
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ik EALSAHE STURY.

in the present study, an sttonpt hao Geen wade W understand
Ahe natuse and dissction of social wobility teking place mong the
ex-Toudeie of Rajesthan. The feudal system in fajesthan has undezgne
@ tremendous ghange in the rscent past, particulasly sincs Independence,

A & zegult of & sesics of the lend suform legislations, other
snscted laws, sducation, and accupational opportunitics ete,, social
oobility smang the various scotions of the exefeudal grouwps hao been
of s voried natuse. lowoves, alli of thes have been offeeted adversely,
and gone of them offer the initial setbask, heve nade offuzts to
sogain Shedsr lost stetuces 0 some oxtent. ‘ome have not been eble
to rectose the loat "honous® and position. The preesant study focusses
peinezily on the disestion of mobility of exefeudals of Hajsathan.

Methododogically, the study is based mainly on hietozical ond
other setondely muzces. 0 study of contemporesy foudal systom
is complote unless 4t tekes inid sccount the historicsl swolution of
foudsi systam in the ssea of onu's concomm,

Before Independence Rgjacthan was known as Hajputana, ond it
wae divided in Stwenty-tws Toudsl stetes, These stotes were undes the
sule of princely iajput clenss In the foudal system thees pringipsl
systems of lond tenure sxisted in Hajesthen, namely, Jegiz, Khalsa
and Zgnindarde

These ayotems come %0 an end with the onforcewent of Rajasthan
dend zefoms end sesumpiions of Jagize Act, 1982, This Act provided
full zights to the tensnts by putting en end te the slaine of Sthe
degizdars to eny other lond but theis own, The abolition of Jagirdaerd
systen nust heve significent repexcussions on the contemporery foudal



e 18 -

aystem of Rajosthan, These systoms of Fuminierd and jagl rdezd eabraced
all sspects of the life of the pesples. The Jegirzdars and lenindave
intesvenus in all aspects of sosiel and sulturasl Llife of the peeple.
Thegzefore, the scolition of Shese systeme ond other woecisl, esencwnic
snd politicel seforms initiated o seszies of pcesses of change &n
Hajoathan,

Meuar, fozaexly, o feudal state, was different fae othes
peingsly stotes of Aajasthan, GSocisl staustusze of Newss comprissd
s lazge number of tzibsl pucpie aslong with other lower end P ssant
caste groups and classes. ALl these stzengthoned the roote of feudalisa
in this poart of preeindependent Aajaethan, Various cetegozies of
Jagirdarxe had emerged on tho basis of their stotus, relstionship with
the rules, steength of the lond-holding and the nature of the services
rondazed. Jogirdare or Sements enjoyed independent stetus in the
sdainistzative sotewp of their jagiss., The Samants wers generally
the sbeclute mastors of lend under their contand, Although these
semante wese unde: She Mehasana, yet they scted se Susersine in theis
Jogize. Righte, privileges snd obligetions of the feudal loxds gmatly
diffosed. However, in vespect of tezsitoriel scquisitions, external
dfoge and intemnal peatey the crewn depended mainly on the support
of the foudal losde,

The feudsl oyston in Hewar has been lezyely offested due te
the astolitdon of Jsgirzdazi system. The snefoudels 10t their economie
and political power, snd therefore, Stheir sveial stotus and prustige
deslined immenculy. Econonmic, pelitical and social stetus of the
oRedagitdare has cone dwn considersbly. The enefoudsls mw do i
enjoy privileges which they enjoyed in the past in the fom of granta,
dand ownerehip ond gogial status. Thie procese of cless mobility
ond Szenefommation following the sgrorien Seforms and other weasuzes
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has besn veriously descsibed by wocislogists, We sheil diseuse [his
in the following chaptezs.
After the atelition of Jaugliwdazi system, the enefeudslie in
Howar heve been fozced % adopt & way of Llife wose or loss comon
with other people. loprived of the souzce of land zevenue, thay are
gradually converting themseives into peassaent piuprictoss depending
on the size of Sheiz idings snd their svcisl end ecomoale position.
Guzr study of gocial mobility focuses parxticulaeziy on the feutors
which ase zeapansible for sogial mubility awong exefeudals of
flajasthan, e are aleo kean %0 kmw the secial sonsequences Tollowing
from the asbolitien of Jagirdsri system and various lend mforme.



In zegent yoars considersble wisk has been done in the fiald
of soeisl mobility. Hers in thia chapter en effost has bown mede
to revicw some Aaportant soglolegicel wozks on socisl mobility in
indis. e have divided histosy of sogial mobility inte four pericds,
dews (i) the angisnt, (i4) the medieval, (4ii) the Beitish, ond (iv) the
santanpo zary.

Gocial wobility is et o wecent pluncusens 4n Indias In encient
indis interecaste mexviages wore one of the iugestont factoss by
which it wos possible either 0 clinb w oy slide doun Twe one's
caste position, Several setyed texts refer te otetus wobility teking
place as a sosult of interceste marziages. lowaver, sush o subility
is somewhat diffscent in regard to ite cocaplability comperzed %o the
sosiel mobility whish tekns place dus to sdusation, nigzetion and
change of occupationm ote. In the fimt instence, ite scceplebility
is quite low, and secovdly, ite maetasisl geine axe wot imsediately
viaible, end finalliy, 4t o a zase phoncsenon and invites criticien
and opposition by Tellow nesbers.

The histosiens of India have ubserved thet the zigid seste
systen was Mot known 4n Indis ot the eazlier stages of its histosy.
Thia pexiod eppusszs oo a period of greet nigrotions, imvaosions,
stzuggle ond wobility, Buddhiem, oe we inow, wes on onslesught on the
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caste syetam and its 2igidity disension. Buddhios asdweeted s new
philosophy of squality and fTreternity which wmckencd the caste ayeten,
Howeveyr, iater on gounter-aovenente weze launched @ sectoze the
then suisting position of the caste systom.

About the mebility in Verne systan in sncient India, founils
Thapar saye that downward mobility was ssay onough, and wpward sebility
wan Taz sore difficult end mi opmumm'nm"
pesaibie only thsough the group to which the individuel belonged.
amup mobility woo 8 long dJrawn process. Entire gooups chenged theds
status by adgeeting to other plates and by chenging tiwisr logetion
%0 songuar the gaoup weaker %o thes Lamfah and othay sOMOULGBE.
The slits wese a clossd guwoup and they had horizontal sobility.
Howsvor, the Lower clase people were denisd even such aobility.

By ninth centuzy A.ls the Kayesthas had owilved into a caste,
and thay wese given s low situsl status se thay wexe considored a
gmup oxdginated from the coxual unions of the Brahmaens and Sudrags
By sloventh century, they wore sush & widewsprued caste that thay
mns&uwmmunum Some wee © high office, moeived
dend grgnts and held Teudatozy staotue.s The sise of the Kayasthee s
an exgmple of upward msbility of & growp e o sesuld of the adeinies
trative ond cooomic negde of the socioty at & perticuler tine., Theze
axe ssversl oxenples of groups emsaeging out of certain new of tuetions,

it wae

i, fouils Thepex, “Sociael
fefosence to Elite
Ry Ge Muﬂmhﬁh

1974, p. 7.
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Some sxisting ysuups sould enhance theizr eletus due o cextain
favoursble cispusstangss snd some gmups Joet thedr status duwe
to withdrewal of theis fungtions ox decling in the wvelues of the
tragitiona. accupations.

in angient iniic cowetises mebility occouzed dus W change
af habitetion, geographicsl location snd ccmupation of entize gmup.
in the Gupte pezied, a guild of sdlk weavers of westosn India ssuld
no longer madntaein Ltself thzough silk weawing, ite monbers meved
to other parte of westemm Indis and took uwp & varisty of other
eosupstions, end somp LeCens arCliers, ldiers, basds ond schalazs.

The ceste groups which were following the rigid caste sules,
tried %o come out of the cestefold by foming now gooupss This
could be done by adopting new etyles of Life and ziteel prectives.
The metion of bizth in o highez/lower caste wes, thus, chailenged
by setablishing new identitiss of primordisl natuse. A nuanbezr of
gmups leunched movesonte egeinot caeste igidity ond presented o new
inage of wociety.

SCiAL DBALATY 18 L 2000 JH0IA.

We Tind exauples of wideapresd wcisl wobility in medieval
indias The veszy fdentificaetion of sedieval period in Indien histosy :
stems in peort froo the cstablishment of Musliem nilitezy end pelitical
power An mugh of masthesn, centzal mpm-um which in time
pmduced seciel changes Une sspect of this change wes the apportunity
Q!MMMH‘.W“MQMMM
®oles and higher redks thaough comversion to tmna:n. 7 oqual aignie
ficance with this moveasnt vut of Hinduisem wos the rise of meny werrioe
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within Hindu society fiom low soeisl renks e high ranke ae these
worziozs achioved powes whith permitted thes o assert claime of
highes BAzthe>

In medievel India, social mobility, fission and seifesufficisncy
chazacterized the caeste villages and dynsstic changse herdly producsd

any impression upon the syatem. Kuliniss ssezged ass a powessful hm.‘

in Rithils o persan couid impoove his sosisl status by
sstablighing maritel melotionships with cosbers of the femilice of
the highee "Nulee®. Those who fail %o contzest morzioges with She
Mulas of equal status for Shree genesutione weze gxaded lowes. If o
men of lowsy Muls meintained sacital seletionships with the higher
fulas his social ototus was wpgraded.

Buston Stedn zefers to en exemple of souisl mobility 4n
eedioval Indis. Ousing the fifteenth centusy, entise houseinids of
dow senking Sudrss wers appovently sble to sssuse cartedn prestiges
daden mies ususlly ascribed %0 high renking Brshuens. These gooups
of Sudsae Srivaishnovas cloveted their status by adopting new seligious
mies ot the Tisuvemgedam temple ot tirzupati. The chorecteristic
feature af the Bhak$i sovessnt in sedisvel Hinduisn was ite opennsss,
and its univessal appesl without regazd t0 caste.

The Sudses eecupied o aignificant place in Hinds smeciety.’ They
wogs & part of Hindu soclety and wese respacted for the entzibutions

2e m:mmmmmmmmm
sumu‘ Moutan, The Hague, 1 "

3. Choudhazy Radhekzishng, -mmumumumu.&
1200-1600) 4n A8, Shorma and V. Jha (ede.), Gp.cite, p. 218,

4. Buzton Shedng Op.Cdt., po9t,
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thoy mads to the intogretion of Hindu society, Sowe individual
Sudes famblies gained Kshatziye ddentification thaough Sheds
succeseful sssumption of mles of werpiose. The Bhokti sovenent
iaplicitly undemined the principles of bisth escziption, and puszity
snd poliution of ceste groups.

Mastin Grens zeposts a case in which government powesr end
position were the peths to higher clase ond caste pesitions, In
sixtsenth centusy, a Munds Stribal in Renchi estaoviished hinself ae
a local Rajas By virtue of his wealth snd powse he ottrocted mputed
Brahmang $0 his court, These rshain priests perfoimed ond manufasttured
& gensalogy declazing his a Aajput Raje. Eventuaslliy, this atatus
wes acoepted by othes Rajputs.’

Undez the Moughal Lmpize in the sixteonth and soventeenth
conturive, a greset dvel of wward nobility ecoured thaough military
sesvice,; ond othey svenues such as arts ond czefts, gwwth of citics
and aigeation este, liwesions by fogsignere were g signifigant fector
in bringing sbout sosial mobility, Some of the wpper caeste fonilics
and gsoups lost thedir positions of power and prostige. Soms lower
casts people comnived with the invadozs end changed thair poeitions
by eecupying high renks in the amy ond odministzation, Thus, such
conquesta affected the netive peopls, and alno provided highes clase
pesitions to many of the invedong,
au&mmunm Soms people served the sulers

powsr was shaken by tie new segimes,

8. Ozens Mastin, *A Tyibe in Search of a Grest Traditdon & THS
Seliderity Confiict”, Man in lndig, (1989) AXXIX, ppe. 108-114,
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The structuze of onciety which emerged duzing the Doditish mile
in Indis wos quite diffesnt foom thet of the nediovel and She encient
posiods. Upportunitiss for social mobility for different ceste gmupe
were comparvatively move during the Britieh pexied, During the British
rule, a sexies of intere-commucted lagal and seomunmic changes, underminod
the zuile of ceste ia tie village scomnay. The Sxitish sule oponed
severel now svenuss Of sosial mobility.

for the Tizet tise in the Indien histozy, there was o single
political powsr and Shis was wade poosible by certein refoiwme of
asdeinistrative and militezy orgendzation which the British biought
to Indigs The land suzvey and settimment, the intzoduwstion of tuauzdal
zofome, the avellability of new scomnic opportunities, all had far
zesehing offects on sociasl mobdility.

The British sulers were inotrumental in bDringing sodesn velwse
to India sush as equality of all citizens before law, the freswdowm o
prectice as well as t© pmpogete ones uma.‘ New sgononit Oppo rfue
nitios in Britieh India came into existonce o8 @ now womwaic aysten
and zesul$ of industziaslizstion etg.

With the sdvent of the British in India, ite icpect on Indien
secieoty begon, This inwlives the accaptance of U-m“ drees, diet,
manners, cducation, valws stc. Techmological chenge losding %0 new
mum the Bzitish period has nevertheless been a source
of social wobiidity in Hindu scciety.

6o Szinivas, M.N., "Mability in the Coste Systen® in snsbun sl
Wuznum {uds, ), Aldine g
Company & ago, » pet92,
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In the Oritish India the new oppostunitly stauetuse sxpended
in two digections s (i) the gaowth of uzben sentsee, which psovided
now zoles ond sotivities to the people; and (ii) iaend cotSlocent end
improvesent of wisgin end barsen londs for cuitivaetion and habitation,
Uno of the importent Teatures of the Dritish Indie wes the

7

intzo duction of canous %0 have 8 systematic counting of population
and coliestion of ather infomation. The snumerotion was done on the
basde of cante, age, asex, ssligion and other sosial and cultural
esiteria. The dirferzont ceste geoups vore lecated in the ceneus on
the bosis of Sheis recpective rsnke in the caste hieraschy. Souw of
the caste gmupe disputed their plaegesent An the oxder wade By the
congus guthozitiss, and claimed higher stotuses than some other cestes.
in Shis segaxd cbhesscvation of fowe could be mteds "eeegdiapess of
the self-gconscious dizection of ceste mobility movesents appeer in
sbundant detail thioughout the Indisn census zepoxts of the late
ninetesnth and sarly Swesnticth cantuziess®,’

in congue seporzts we find that the low casste people tried
¢@ up in the caste hiererehy of sdopting seons wsed by the uppe r caotes.
A ssation of Lubaze (Bleckenithe), kmwn se Panghal Luhaze cleiwed
to be wentionsd as Fenchal Dszelmine. Some Banie Kolis cleimed te be
Thakozes, oand Kayatis Ssxehuins wonted o De writton as Achazyes in the
consue guorts. The pzestice of wleveting in the social scale, by
adopting uwper caste nanen had sooured also smong the Hindus wio converted

s Rt o O PSSR o A S A R
7« Dasber Bernerd., "Socisl Mobility in Hindu India®, in Jesss Silverberg
(ode )y Upelitey peldd,

8, fows, ¥illdew L.y "The flew Chouhome ¢ A Coste Mobility Mowessnt
in forth India®, in Jomes Silvesberg (eds), Up.Cit,, peté,
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to lslsm, The Pijazee {(cottom cordess) clasised thensslives oo Shunsk
Pathans, snd She Tais (woavers) as Panni Pathanss’

Census reports from 1091 to 1931 countein sefescnces o sush
attenpts towasds shenging one's caste stalus. e find infomation
abowt the prassnt caste zank, the clained status, and $he geogrsphical
location of the coate ste. The census of 1911 of Bangal, stetes o
hundseds of petitions were mccived finn different costes seguesting
thet they anight be kfouwn by the new nasse, plagted higher in the
ordsr of precedsnce be meognized sa Kehatziyse, Valsyes ste,'"

Home changing ie, ot ilmest, of thres types. Sons castes sheose
the nonus of some knswn higher castes, UJthers chuose 0 eecspt $he
names of a verns higher then theis own after the usual caste appelliastion,
in this way, the Kurwis® {Sedsa Cultivatoze) petition to have theds
nane changed t0 Kusmi Kehatsiys or the Seini ceste bmught them the
titie of Seind Kensteiye.'!

SREAAL SRRLLITY I8 COUICERAARY LHALA

Social mobility is detemined by & mmeber of fectors, viz. ssciel
stzatirigation, size af the community, netuse of the fasily, education,
politicel aysten, ssomaic opportunities ete. feletionchip botween
Geste and cocupation has ot been stetic., Severel castes changed Stheis
occupations by sdupting of wpez ceste nawss, ond alew by discesding
9« Consuo of lndie, 1911, AVI:l (Bamde), pe 237,
10s Consus of Indie, 1919, Vol (dengal)y ped40.

tl, Consus of India, 1931, XVIIIst (United Pmovinges of Ages and
Oudh), ppe 331e32,
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traditionsl occupations. The consus date of 1931 shouws that only 30%
of the people belonged $o vazious castus puzsued their treditional
coldings. A numbsr of castes were ongaged in nonetipditionsl ocsupations,
and in tiw octupations of othor costes. Sons castes pursued OECU~
pationg of other casten alony with theiz own, Srinivas considers

that each caste ie traditionsily sssociated with a scparete occupation,
but ho feols Shat the csste systenm de Mt quits rigids Mveserds have
slways boen possible, and espocislly in the middle zenges of the
hiszssehy.'® Howevesr, Andin Beteille arguss thet in the tmeditionsl
system bizth in o perticuler coote fines net only onss zitusl status
but by end lasge alec ones ecomunic and political positions. Today,

it is poassible to schisve o variety of scommic and politicel positions
inspite of ones birth in @ particular ceste.'”

Rocontly ssne wmeciologiste like Andoe Seteille, K.k, Sharma,
Sabaswal o%G. have drawn stiention Wwerds the nature of mobility in
the caste syoten. They say thet caste is gsweing woak, and 4t ds
shifting towatds a clase system. Theso clessos e fommed an the
basie of education, ocoupation, incons and powerepositions. Classes
cut gosuse ceste lines., It has been found that clesses have emozged
umcn-mm“ Acgozding @ Sabaxwal, "fox one thing the unit

13, Boteille Andse, : ;  Univezsity of Califoznie

14, Betaille andre, Upeld and Shasma, K.
"Pattemms of o Wm:ﬂmnu .
in Rajastnan®, Indian Jousnal of Social Wk, Vol.d0, Mo,

Apzdd 1969, pp. 33-43,
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for woeisl eppraisal in urbgn India is incressingly ¢ the cexporate
group but the individueld and the sudeteminants of thie appraieal
ingciuds sducation, sconcaic resousses, political influsmse, genssel
knowledgesbility ete. beside religicus stobuses.'® Thus o multiplicity
of fostors detesnine sociasl mobility of an individual &n an usban
sstting.

Mobility ot She lovels of fanily end individual jo found within
their caste oz subegaste, hence class difforsnues within ceste. Mebility
ot the lovel of gaouw oxioto 0 a great sutent, yet £t has et entalled
u diszuption of She conte staucturn. The notion of the goste senking
ie swoted a0 dawply in the minde of the peaple that 48 ganat be wasled
sway by legel provisionn. The faut ie that vertical mobility in the
caste ayaten is virtually sbsant,

RN WAL LY Al TG Mkl WARIRS

Hazper intaspretes a sentuly ond @ half of chenges in the
interoction betwesn the Uremans end 08 untoushablos (Helowu). The
untouchsbles seck %o gain in prestige by their asswption of bLehaviourel
wdﬁuma zitual zenk, suwh as sbotinence from
buof sating. Thay have tzied ® gein fiom their greatssr bazgaining
mucmummmmmnm o pexfomm citually
degrading taske,'®

T R AR I AR TN DS

18, MJ;. 'smmun MM a; M“ industsial

16, Hozper Edwszd B., "Social Consequenges o7 an unguscessful low
caste movesend® in Joaume Silvesbesg (ed.)y Ops Cit., ppe 36-68,



fowe duscribes how on siite within the worth Indian Sudre
caste of pnies used its ccomeic power 0 claie end sventually to
gain g pertially swscessfel cntzy into the higher Kehatziys Vesns
rank within o peziod of half a centusy. Bashogns from the sane zegion
ecco zdad theds higher zank, the appioprists intersctional behaviox in
the situal sontext, including She psovision of valideting legends,
gensulegios and books, $he bectowsl of She sacred thiuad and secagnition
of mum«muaauamcwmm"

Amthes Sy.e of low cents mobility movenant opsceting on a
diffesent level abtewpts mozely %o safoim caste practises. In thias
Cane, caete nond o seteined, but claim is made Tar o zank highez than
thot ueually acooxded to the Gaste, In suwsh o Wbility sovesent, She
diveation of change is towssds @ mestesn Or modesn model zathez then
-mamm"

Fogosk has reported how the patidaze in Gujaret, having ocquized
wealth through trading, hove buen abla $0 zeiee thais caste seak by
hspesgemus nazsioges.'’

in Maharashize, tiesze is o coste calied Pemchalsd, crxiginally
monevegetazian and noneiizghoinic, has bDecoms stzict vegetazianiom, asnd
put a ban on vidow re-masvisge, The menbess of Shis coste have srelsed

T R P S TR
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ioxth India® 4n Janes Silwverberg (eds), Ope CAte, ppe 6667,

18, m&u.-amum 2atdon and uestesndzabion®,
Costesn (uastezly, AV (1986), pp. 481-96,

19, Devid F, Pocock, *The Hypezgamy of the Patd in KoM, Ropadia (ed,)
Whﬂwmm 198-204,
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theizr stutus %o sugch a lovel by mquiring weetomn sdusation, theb
Brehsans now entes into sarital relstions within ite membess, "

in haer study of Tonjore village, Kothleen Gough pointa oul
towasds o case of Jow Geats cocial wobility Ly changing the traditionsl
oecupation, Dusing the British rule, the Neyskkens bought )icense
of the lecal liquwz shap and samed cash in the toddy trade, A
tiedir woolth imcrzesncd they deught lend, and changad theirs caete nane
. fzom Naden to Hayakkaon, a suepsctable Sitis, traditionaily confined
-uunomru._ncmm“

The lingayats are mon-irsheinicsl castes of Rempur wio question
the supeimacy of the Szehamdne, They wosship the dedty Siva, im theds
several uanifestotions gnd are strict vegstarien ond obtein e
slscholis bevesagos. They have their own prissts and do mot ¢ell in
the Srahwmens, Some of then efused to sat fuod cooked by Brehning,
Most mnedzehnan castes st food cooked by e un«ynhna

The foniyaes of Madhopur wont 0 far as %0 put on the seeved
thzead, ond call themssives by the title of Cheuhen Rajputs. ibw the
Ahdre and Lohaze of Modlopur aleo woas the sscrmd thesed Srsditionally
put by the tuice-bozns The Ahirs coll themselves Yadav Aajpute, and
the Lohars cledn themselves as Visvekarma rshmenm, Cameze in noerby

TR A A0 R R A TR S B R
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villages of Jaunpur distzict snd sleo in Azangozh disteict of Uttar
Pradesh have started waring soorsd thavad colling themselves the
Hazdijan ?m”

Handalboum has given an exsmpls in which traditionsl supesior
authozity of lrghmine is shallenged bosause of scononie changos in
Kusbapotti viliege of the Tenjore distsict. Coonomds changes have
weakened the fomes bounds of unity and hove undomined tiw traditionsl
authozity of She Bxghuonges’

in ilget Shaes decades s nunbor of forces end factoze have
intivenced the caste systen, and have bDrought st significent nodie
fications in ite strustuse and functisning, We nay refer W0 svoo
factoss Aike developuent of wodern ncens of communisation, usben
contatte, modern educction and seciel :mumm”

Sevesal lower cestes have unified theis senbers againet the
dominant castes of their reglons. Coste sssociations have ghanged
theiz functions partiguleviy dusing the laet five dugadea, They have
begome vehicles of mobilizstion of their meabess in sisctions for
securing jobe and im dociding matzieoniel scletions ste, These
assucistions have Lsen bulllt w inta effcctive agencise foz modern
education end for participation in political off alzes

28, mma.. ﬂtnau-.m Statue of a Depsessed Caste® 4n
: MeKin Narziott {ed.), Ibide, p.T3,

24, Nendelbaus Lavid 6., "The World ond the Wweld View of »QM
in Mokia Mezziott (ed. )y Ups Cite, pe 289,

28, mmmmﬁm Allied Publishers, Doabay,
mgﬁ"y



Teday, the caste ssssciastion theb puzeist tend %o hove other
dirzections. Theay ere mw less oncerred with traditional cawte
hiszacchy and moxe Lnvolved in political sction directed towsed the
acquisition o ¥ gaine and spocisl privileges for the ceste comaunity.
Une of this type of coste fecezation is the Kashatziys Ssbha of Gujeret,
The fedesetion triss ®© wgrode the customasy ways of ell wio affiliste
with 4%, A study of this ssgenisetion by Kothard and Mesu®® finde
thet caste fedoration puts hoovy staess on the educetieon of their
childson, fany caste sswciations nadntain their cwn stiuo ls, collage
haatals and ssiolorships. 5Suth on wrge of caste gewscistions is an
impostent factor in socleld sobility.

In this gheptes we heve seen thed secial wobility has existed
in Indien sogiety in all eges. The chennsls and Tomme of sebility
were different from time to tise, In Indis, ceste is tzeditionslly
assouigted with o oeperete setupation but as w8 have ceen caste syeten
ie not quite rigid, The natuss of ceste today 4e quite diffesent
from classic caste syoleom, fow coste ie gmwing week and &4 is shifting
towards o clsss syeten. Thase clesses ate fosmed on the basis of
aducat ion, cccupation, ingome and powez positicna.

26, hmmat mmmarmmmmmm
intescate 3 The Kehatziys of Gujaret” in
Rajni Kothari (ed.), Orient Longmen Ltd., 10y pe




2ifferent sppiwsches hove beesn spplivd to study the paucesses
of sosial mobility in Indis, by sociologists and scelal nthzopologistes
These eppmsthes are ! (i) ewlutionazy, (ii) Cultuwmiogicad,
{445) sStructurzel, (iv) Anstitutional, snd (v) dialecticslehistozical,
Yogendra Singh has discusead these gpproaches and shown hia preference
far the structusel appmach 80 She study of sosdel mebility.' e
shall discuss these sppaschas in this chaptes.

The study of Ldees, valuss “a‘tﬁn Cultural objects secedve
prinscy in the cultumniogicel approach t0 the study of sociel mobility.
The scsumption of the cultumlogical wppmasch is thet idess ond walues
sncompacs susial selations, that is the idess detesmine the sslations
between the peuple. L. Dusont, N.N, Szindves ond 5.0, Dubs have
studied social nobility by taking tiw idoss seloeted o poliution ond
puzity so the basis of oll socisl relstions. Pollution end purity
preveil over sl soufsl reistions, insluding eceiwpationsl, scomomis,
Suituzal and comnensal relstfons. The mnoepts of Senskritizetion,
dsotomization, little end greot traditions, and pomchiaslization and
universalization eto,, heve been employsd by Srinives and Marriott ®
undesetand the poesssss of cultuzal changs in the caste systes end
the strvetuze of Indien tradition.

i unn.mm mumvmmucmcm-‘t:ml
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The concupt of sensksitizetion wo swived by Szinives ie o

eoabination of structursl and culiurel slements, The texm sonakazitis
Zotion explaine the procoss of cultuzsl sobility in the Sraditional
social stauetuse of Indias Senskritization provides s conceptual
twol for lacating the pocess of cultural mebility Shrough whish
the lower sastes Say %0 change thedz cehoviour on the pettem of
the 1ife of the upper castes. Szinivas wzitss 31 "A Jow caste wae
able in a genoration or Swe to zise % higher position in the hiecasehy
by adopting vegetavienise end Sestotaliss snd by ssneskeitizing its
zitual end pantheon, In shoszs, it took over as for as poscibie the
custons, zites, and Leliisfe of the Brehmens and the adoption of the
lrghasnic way of Life by ¢ dow caste seems % have been fregquent,
Shough theositicedly fosbidden, ™

This enulation sfwufumummmp-mw
phonoasron as At dose et moult sulonstically into e change of
selations betuwscn the highsr and the lower castes in a given comtext,
Structural chenge in tha cacte oysten couwld take place when the lower
castes were able 10 raise thedr renks and $he upper castes wexe
constsained to slide down in the caste aystan sueh s pmcess of
Dorgowing dw of sogial dictance betwesn higher ond lower castes could
pmuaﬂu&mhm&aimtm& Yogendszs Singh ovserves

2¢ Szinivas, M.H, *A lote on Senskrdlizotion and sestasrdzation® dn

Bendix ond Lipset MDW foutledge and
Kagen Peul L84, London 1 Pe ’
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that senskzitization hes sesultsd into senifest cultural mebility,
but it has aleo created stzaine for lstont stauctural changes in
tha Indign Society. A number of ceste wobility sovesents have been
sugsesaful after a span of 50 to 100 yeavs in changing the status
of the castes involved therein. itowever, Scinives des mt visualize
the contexta end disection of sogisl chenge swaulting from the
process of asnskritization, 3Singh refers @ the historical and the
contentual contexts of sanekzisizetion, ?
foce xding to Srinivaa, senskritizetion biings about oaly
 positionsl changes in the eystes end des not leed %0 sy staucturel
- change, That is, o caste moves up above the ilamediate higher one,
and anuther caste comss down, but all this takes place in an sesentielly
steble hisrasenicel osdes, Thus, the syetes itesif does not change,?
Ganskritization is an expression of $he genersi process of scoulturstion.
Senskritization has been a najor procwss of mocial mobility
in indian histomy, end it hos ccoused in every pert of the Indian
subcontinent, Thie pocess rspresents actusl o mepizsd shange for
cultural mobility within the fromew sk of estabiished greet tradition
and caste stzetificetion. liexe we can point out soms of the segional
Gastes who have gone up in the tzaditionsl casie struwstuxe. Pattiders
of Gujarat, Jate of Aajesthan, Jate, Kuznis and Ahize of U.P., Kouaae
and deddie of Andizg Poadegh ars the exeuples of sonskritized costes.

T 7 g R Tl e 1 O A AR
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The lewer castes are chamars whe have leoft their tasditionsl callings
and sdupted new oscupetions and etyles of Life, Thay have changed
theiy nanes end started calling themsalves Jatove. One of the mase
sovenente initiated by O, Asbedkar to cowart untouwshaclise inte
Buddhiate is amothey way of sanshkritizing one'e Life etyloms

feudals of fajestihan have also changed in diffezent aspecte
after Independence, low a many of the sxefeudals 288 giving preference
%o sducation, and sovezsl of thom (sxeruless and theiz sors)have
sccepted diffesent types of jobs. Their style of Life has changed.
The traditional pattesn of food gnd dress is wnder the pmcess of
chenge.

SESTEMILAVIR

The tese destemizetion 45 uewd to charestexize the changes
brought sbout in Indien soclety end culture as o wault of over 150
yosrs of the Sxitieh sule, The term vWesternizetion subsumes changee
occuzing ot diffezent levsls i,e. teshmlogy, institutions, idenlogy,
veluss ote.” Cuphasia on humanitarianise and sationaliss is & post
of westernization which leod to o sezies of institutional end secial
rufozme in Indis. Westernizetion is e concapt priosazily focused on
analysing cultursl changes, Senskritiszation end Yestesnizstion both
aiw primary concepts which descwxibe @ set of pwcesses of culturel
change in Indis. The emphesis in thews concepte is on the specific
contexts o/ suveisl changs snd sobility and not on the genezal notum

of charges Contaxtually, senskritization and dectesnigetion aze founded

S. Ssinives, M.N., Jesiel Ghanue A0 desn lndige Op.Cite, p.dT.
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upen smpiricel observations end offaer insight into somes aspects
of cultuzel shange. Sanskritic influsace has not boen the seme
smong sl ports of the country,

The fosm and beno of vestesnizetion in Indis veried fmw ome
rugion to amthes, end Taon one section of population to mothen,
for instonue, one gooup of poople bosous Westexnd zed in ﬂuta dress,
dist, menness, epesch, ate. while anwthe:r sbeozbed weatern seience,
ko wlodge and Liteseture, while romaining reletively fxo: fmom
kasteanization, Srinivas abssrves that one of She long toss sffecte
of the british zule wes t0 incimase the ssculerization of Indian life,
The seculorizetion se well ss the widening of the eccomomic hosdson
pushed the Drohmine into o lowes position Shen bufaEse’

The Britioh conguast of india set faee o number of forces,
peliticad, svononic, weisl and tweohnologicel. Theoo Torves affected
sociel and cuitural life pmfoundly, The pros-dzitish feudal structure
of dajestian peraited s linited swount of sogisl mobility. ieociasl
mobility amng the lower castes increassed a great deel oftex the
advent of She Szitishs Lower costes whigh in She pre-Bai tish feudeld
days hed no ghance of aepiring % any thing more than a bare subsiow
tonce, had opportunitiss for neking muney, and having made aonay, they
wanted t0 challenge the feudal oxder ond cladn far bigher etatun,

The Aefexence Group Theozy hae besn applied $0 study the process
of socisl mobility. The theosy sefaze % the Tuswe of sefesence fos

R A USRS Y SIS

6. Szinivas, Mell., “A lote on Sonskritizetion and vestermizstion®,
Qialdlis » po 358,
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individuai'e bohavisr, Merton cbse:rves that men 7mquently o rient
thenseives o groups sther than theiz own in sheping Sthels behsviar.
lonesouberatdp groups conatitute e distinctive congosn of mference
G up Mta-'

The zufesence gmup acts as s fasee of wifccome far selfe
evaiustion and attitude formation dzsespective of the fuct whethes
the gaoup is one in which @ pezeon has nesterzship oo one of which he
himsed? ia ot o nenbex. Aeferunce auy be made by an individual %
am thes Andividusl(s) ox groupis), ed they may be positive/negative,
no mative/ o np arative.

A pazsan who aspirzes for sesbership snd 4f he connot becoms
a ssnber of thet group he may develop hetility towards thet growp.
Thus, pesitive czientalivn towsrds ron-mansership gIoups, and theds
salootion oe reference gaowpss heve Leen mgarded as indicatozs of
a high zete of cocial nobility. '

“hen mesiere of a perticuler caste changs their ways %o zaice
status, they follow lifewaye end styles of gmther castes geoupis).
Mo fis Szinivesiuiconcept of Denskzitizetion and hissternizetion mefas
o initetion of life otyles of the upper castos by the lowsr ones, end
the life-ways of the Sritish poople by the Indians, sespectively.
Howsvop, Szinivas dovs nod use the consept of "sefesence gowp'
sxplain those pocessss of nobility. The ethos of Scinives's conceps
is sonewhet diffsrent fius thot of the seference gavup given by Meston,

N R A S I o, s SN
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Horton's unit of analysis is both individual and guoup, and
dzinivas puts presium oh caste GQIDURB.

Lifo styles of g dominant grouwp genexsily influsnge other
gruwps, For exesple, the Kshatsiyse influence other gmwpe' in
tems of theis braveny, marSield cultuze and Tighting epizit ete.
in the maln of power aend dominance of g cestein kind, the kehatzdyes
sould be golisd as sefesence group Tor otheps, Sdmilecly, Brehmime
couid be called, ideally spesking, seference models for imitating
priostiy styles of Life, Jats Gould be considesed se o mforence
gmup 4n the sontext of hasduork and ethmoentzicn ete.

ALAUCTUAM APPARAIRS

Stzuctursl anslysis foouses on the notwzke of wocial relations
shipes, which tiough ouwituselly distinet, shere comon and comparsble
sttzibutas ob o highes Llevad of sbetzestion.” Casta, kinship, chese
and ocoupational geoups compriss distpinctive fields of sscisl
intecsactions. A stauctuzal analysis of mobdlity wmfons to shanges in
NMummm“mmsm-qm as a resuls
"“Mgm

The units of obessvation 4n o strwtusal etudy ose not ddees,
sontinents end valuss, but the urder of solos end statusse fozm the
basis of sociel zolationships, and thay are schematized inte gmups
and categories. A wajor principle which governs the fom of ozdesing
of eoecdal stauctuze is saymetsy o f powes in soletion to omand over

B e AL S e R ST
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resousces o values, Structural changes may primarily be losated
by identifying the suesging principles that lay dwn new mulss
sbout this asyomstsy and consequent diffesentiastion and trwsforastion
in the institutionsiized fms of sosisl rolationships and Shedr
ordazing n societys’

for dnstante, the sbolution of Lenindasi wes intended to baing
about an altezation of the pro-existing wodes of powes ssymetszy 4n
the Indian society. To what wxtend this ssymetzy of powsr hes besn
changed gould be detesnined on the basis of the findings of woe studies
bagsed on the stauctural sppioach. oG dalleyle study of == lationship
between cauts ond rusel sconomy and of G n‘au;uh caparotive study
of tw villeges of Mendya zegion of Kasnetsks focus on the changes
in the mistions botwoon verious gmupe based on material sefozue and
A Ee

The other charactezistic of the stouctural sprossh of social
asbility is the magnituds end incidence of mleediffarentistion &n
the melal staueture, which sgy Yesult Tsom 2450 in the cconomis ond
techmological ebendsids of the soelety. Such chohges necessitste
creetion of cemplox erganizations, gnd new mls snd stetus structuzes.

The problen of soedal mobility is linked dimeetly with the
ayeten of sacial streSifigstions It Lo @ prouees Shat mPlocts the
dizection of struetural changes, Singh srgues that the taaditions
mdesnity dichotomy in the studies of socisl wobility hes often led

I 1 O B L I AN =5
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to @ confupion in the forsuletion of perspuctives. IS led %0 the
contention that wobility woes sbeent in the sacial aysten of tradie
tional Indis, which wes said t0 have & clossd systes of secial
stzatifications'® Spinives mentions thet while Ssaditioned (shet ds,
the piewlizitish) Indien Society wes stationsry in charscter, and

4t did mt prechude the mobility-uwward es well se downwerd of
individusl castes in the locel hiezasshy.''

Sogial mobility os o proceos has Leen wexe ostive in secent
times. low the congawencae of awamw.mmmnu
as i% provailed in the Srveditional caste stratification, 4s withezing
away due ® the iopast of social legicletion, sdusstion, Jesmaeratd zation,
industrislization and Usbenization., Theso processss have ceeated
many altesnastive rescusces for supplesenting eonce soulal otatus, and
have bmken the exclusivencss of the tzaditionel pringiples of
sbotus deternination,

in India quite & fow etudies af social mobility have been
sonducted from the point of structurasl analyeis of sosisl miotions.
foz exsuple, the studiss of villegye comeunitics, Taniily staucture,
usben afvas, leadership end politiscl sbructuze have etructursl bias.
Richard B Lenbert in his atudy of five factozies in Pouns shalysie

ta. Singh, Yogendea. “m“w“%h

¥
1. Szindvas, M.fi. “Mbility in the ceste systes® in Miltn Singes
S Cohn (ede. ), Shaustuim and shaoue An indien Secie
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meial reletions fzoe the struetusael point of view. Lowbert cbeacves)
“It is sssumed thet tha intmdugtion of the fectozy systes has

certain dnctitutional dmporatives that flow Trom this foms of wosk
erganization, ispezotives which are institutional in aoving o sovioly,
fron one and of the polarity to the emther, Trom a static mquised
stotuseridien, tradition-bound, primary @Eoup oriented, partisulszistic
fataidstic society intc one that is zepidly changing wchisvedestatus
dominated, pmgressive, sscondary goup oziented, universalistie

and mixm‘."

oz & stedy of eveisl wobility or eotiel chonge in Indis diew
lestical Tremew(yk has boen used by few sveinliogista. The basie
charecteristics of dialscticasl appieasch ReEding o MHaax ase o
fau.a"'-
(i) occoronie intercsts aze the basis for all other Yypes of
rolatienshipes
(48) there ere %w clessss: (i) owners of the mosna of pmdustion
(bouzgeoisie), ond (44) workess (Pamietaciet)y
{4ii) tne inteszvsts of thess two classes clash with ssch othsr so the
busgeoiaie exploit the pmioteziet, ond thwsofoze, $hem ie a
elass-atsuggle;

A e R SNt 0 SN TR SN
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{dv) the bourgesdsis get woze than its dus shere which Mazx nanss
oo suzplus valum, this wcelesetos classwstzuggle which finelly
lsgde to mswolution end zedicael Srenefomation of the entise
sGial stauctusrae

beP, Hukbuzji gives ue a diaslestical prespective fur the
snalysis of sosiel Ghange and mobility in Indis. The sain fosus of
Mukhezji ie on she ssergence of a v class eSIuciure, especially that
of a middie clagss undor tie ispect of the Bzitish iovnial »ule.
Aseording t bhim socield chengs end mobility avs pwcesses of sovemsnts
‘shsough sonflicts and sentzndictions. The contzadistion in the
indian ayeten ia Letwosn ite tzaditional cultuse o velus system
and the new Gultusal sethos.' ¥

Ussai has epplied t.s historissledisiectical appwash to the
atudy of change and mobility.'? s has analysed the peesss of change
and mobility 4in Indis in She context of the guwth of nationalisn,
The British zule Jed to India's ecomomic brogkdown, ond of the same
tine aleo to the rise of nationslistic cunscisuences ameng the
indisn peapls, .

The dialectical appmoech to the study of scalal chenge and
sobility focusts upon both the aanifust and latent functions of
social confiicte, Sheir srticuletion, ond the mlationship with epeeific
strustuzes in the wcial aysten @8 o wioles 1% postulstes changes
et S A AT,

14, Mukhomils DePes SAvasnidians Pecples Publishing Houss, New Dedhd,
1958, p. 76,
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a8 o process of Srunsfossetion Shzough reconsilistion of o cerise

of confiists, ldsslogicaliy, confiict is teseted oo 1o basic pEocess
of gocisl change ond sucial waflicts The shangs and conflict ave
tzsatad e whigquitouss Thie appivech prossuppoces M valusegunflict
ie a weslity of ell stastified woclel stmuetumes, ond w0t changes

are sewolutdonssy in natupe and bring abowt qualitative thmmur

Cultumlogicsl appaosch is not adoquately eppliceble to the
study of coeisl mobility amung the on~fsudal sections of Agjasthen.
The abolition of Jagizderd and leminderi systems mosnt tiw withdrewl
of otatus and honour which worn ssoomied ® them under Sie ayoten of
lendiondions The witheizowl 40 ne$ just of & syslolic natuse. It wes
of a matesial end politicel charactes. Tiey worke donied the sight
%0 own Land 4AF they did not sultivate thengeives. CLoertain powsrs %0
sanage iland end willaegs affeive were alsn withdrawns In othar wosde,
the old systen of lLand pelations end hiezazehy wes ssplated by a mw
one based an a new notwative sthue. It envisaged a change of mlationg
betwesn the people, bLente stmuotural change, Mn“m of
study does not wazsant the application of cultuzelogicel appiwashes
a8 their basic proadse Lis thed ideas encompass structuses of reletions.
The basis preaniss of a strustuzal mmum-mum
atrcclures of reistions betweon peeple bring abuut ghanges An theis
ideas, values snd attitudes ote.

Srindvas has applied She soncept of senskeitizetion Yor studying
sacial mability wiese Srxehming ese at the top in the tzaditional ceste
hiszerehy, and othes low oestes isiteted theis cuiturel tsaite, But
in Rajosthan, the situetion fs different, The Brehnmine wore ot ot the
top of seomonds and politicel powezr hisrsrchies as they wese
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Jagirdere and lamindars. iowever, they played o signifigent rols
in the senggesent of the Jegire, ond funetioned ss religiouws
preaghess end guides % the foudetorion,

The situstion today &8 quite different as the Drshuine &
not have stononic ond politissl petzonege of She Jegizders and |
Lamindaze, snd the Rafput Jagizders end Bluaise do Mt have wntmld
over land end seesuses. Thay do mt have the sane relsticnship
wiGh the Szghmine. The ties with the tenants and other groups have
sieo gone away with the wind of the time. Thersfoss, our study fosuses
on the natupe of sdaptations by thess gioups peRticulazly the Jagindawe
and Zemindors end those whe recoived aasximum pationaye fzom Shoo,
“hat plierngiive svenuss they have explozed for their sxistonce and
susvival, and what now Tomng of sbruetuzes have caesged? One canmot
sely on cultural mability appsuach for a study of this sost s an
undarstanding of indtating and or discerding of csstein ritwsl practices
and guatons wuld not provids s proper undezstanding of the changes
wiigh have Saken place during the past thees decades sinee indepsndance,



SHAPTER - 4
SCkak STAUCTURE AND JRRILILY A8 RAJASTHAN

Jomes Tod sefers to the woud Rajecthan as "the mllective
ond clessicel denssinetions of Shet postion of India which is the
sbode of the princes.™’ Upte 1936, Rajaothan was known as *Raje
putana® which litsszaliy seffesed to the reglon of fajput peinsipelie
tiog. With on erzea of 132150 sq. miles. HRajesthen ds the second
lazgost State of Indiass The suumam&ﬂmu'lu

an'uamuwumsmu'mch T8¢ 17 & NM'Q
totel populstion is 257,685,806 eccording S 1971 sensus.’

Pedor to 1949, Gajosthen did not cunstitute @ wman political
unit, and it cumpzised of 22 seei-soveruign Toudal states and
ghiofdone. On 30th Rareh 1949 the pringely states entezed inte a
now phase of nesger of thews Stataes. After this, coveral attempte
weze oade towards unification of the princely ststes with the
effosts of the then natlonal lueders including Sesder Vellabh Bhed
Pated end Pondit Jawshaxlal Hshzu.

2. CLensus of India, 197, Sexies 1. Indis Peper 1 of 1972,
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The postelndspendense pesiod hos wdtnessed e supplomenting
of traditional structuses of political suthozity, end She displacement
of zulazs snd siso the sbolitdon of the foudal system.) Narayen
writos: *Rajasthan which comprises mostiy of vzetwhile foudal states
wes known fax its feudsl tzeditiona Shan fos demscszetic onse’,d
Une of She implicetions of this obsszvetion ie that inspite of
sawe basie structural changes, traditionsl social stausture hes mt
changed, in other wosde, Szeditional s ocioty has absozbed the new
fosses of changs, sz the now fozces have traditionslized themaslives.
Thesefore, uns siuuld asks what is the nature of social mobility in
such o esciety? low offective results have been thase dus ® the
withdrowl of status of the Japirdasze and Zemindass?

FANCET S LT TS

foudslisn 48 @ sosial systen of pighte and privileges besed
en iland tenure and pursonsl relaetionships in which iand is held
in fief by vessels fmon lords to viwe they owe spesific sesvices
ond with whom they ave bound by persoral loyality.

Lozdehip end vessalage are universel festurzue of faudslies.
Howover sodes of feudalisn differed from socioty %o meisty in
zegasd to the nature of inter-mediesies, tamee and sdeinistration ete.
Fundanantally, the selstionship betwoen a vessal and his losd seeted
o the concept of Tief, which wee usually land, although it could

3, Sisaen mmwam Uxford University
Press, Deini, 1 Pe
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be engthing including an office ond sevenue. To atsept Whe grants
of zighte end titles t© o fief was %0 Degome the vassal of the
bensfactos. The vessal wes given in retuzn pladges of loyally
ond sexvices, the faithful pexfornaree of whisch guarentend the
sontinued sight to the fief,

for a deng tise Rgjasthan resained a monaschical Toudal State.
With the smozgense of Musiie sule in India, Teudaliom m stalilined.
fughal emporers intzoduced the oysten of Jegisdezi whigh inwlved
landegrant %0 8 vossal «with contzectusl obligstions, thet is, &
supply of predetesmined nunber of tzoops and pessonel adliteny
services to the king. Thus the Jagizdard systom snviged es @
feudal nobility.

Before Independence the foudals wexe at the tap of the society
bogasuse of their privileged political position ao well s due @
the senctity ctteched 0 tieiz offigce. The foudel command wae
considesed dovine, As there wes not nueh of socigl end political
awakening, the peaple had wnbounded respest for twiz rulers.

Logh foudal state was zuled by e Fgharaja o2 Mahazana, whose
.position wes the leocus of ultisate puliticsl sbligetion for both
comeunar end loxd, and he wes $heo rospositerzy of legitinate political
authority. Although local loxde owed allegiance $0 the centzal
uzbar {Chief peler) and weze often fomally eetzicted in the powsze
they could legitisately exercise within their fiefs, yot they enjoyed
considargble autonomy in day-toeday sdaindstration, which often
inwived ultisate judgement in both civil disputes end cximinel cases.
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Politicel organizstion wes sssontieliy feudal, a0 political
powss was senspolized by o cless of landlozds. Sigseoon cbserves thet
pelitical powsz in thae Agjputena States was deteormined by the mwount
end walue of lend contsodlede” The osder of sduinistzetion wes feudal.
The peingiple of goverment wan the devine ozigin of etate, The
feudal aystes Anwived autusl proservation on the part of the king
and Jagisdaze, Tod hes moted thet o king wes zesponsible only
mw.wmmomumumw.‘

fofore indopondenge thrzew types of lond tenure aystess weze
exioting, nanely, kholse, Jagir end deminderds In the Jagir arzea,
the Jagizdar had 0 pay teibute $o the zuless of the State. The
Jagisders enjoyed fres-hold right &n sespest of the lands essigned
to thea, The isinder was fres %0 umumamm
The tanonts were tazegted as tonantoeatewill, and wore liabioe to
uut-matumx-'tntm mm-nmm
MﬂthMWMWMM
disoctly frum She sccupanis.

Hany of the lazger Jogizdaze eles grented Jugirs within theis
oun asees, while the larger Jugiss maintained police forces o
judisial systems, sopezste from those of the centzel rules, AlL the
Jagizdare end the sulsse of She seall states pald snnual txibutes
to the king, ond in some cassa ey were responsible for @ nilitexy
Cess a8 well eu the supply of a certein nuaber of soldiers, ALl this
—— e ———————

S, Giesion Richard, ope.sit, p.24.
6. Joemes Tod, = ap.eit. p 127,



Lagde 4
Lond and Villages Undsx Khalse end Jagisdari Systons

{in per cand)

S,

vivision m____ Jaghrdazd Khalea Jagirdasd
Sikanes 387 643 83.6 4644
daipus 49.6 80.4 9.0 1.0
Jodhpus 27.3 72,5 23.3 V6.7
Ko tah 8040 20.0 é1.8 9.2
Udadpur 1.4 8.6 Mot 66.0

AT I SRS AR RO

Seuzge: Government of Indie,

. Repazt of the Rajasthan
Hadhya Bhazat Jagir enguizy Lommittes,
fiew Delhi 1 Government of India Paese, 1980,

was Tixed sesording the zentel wvelue of a pesticulax Jagizs The
Jagire held by Rajputs were horeditesy, sithough in principle
Jogizdari sighta Lepsed with the death of @ peswmn to whom the
Jugir had been granted. The tzedition of Jagirv meusption by
the 5State wes maintained thmugh the paywent of "Hezrena®™ by the
inherxitor of the Jegins By such payment the rightful heis sssumed
$he titie and rights thet had been snjoyed by his predeceasors.
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Tk ARIAARL SYSTRN.

e undezotand the getup of feudal systen in Rajesthen it i
necussazy W kiww the Jogizdozi systean £n detall. Jegisdaxi io
the 208t depostent aystes of foudal stauetuzes. In all Jegiczdozd
groasy theore was one nlex knawn as Jogiszdam, A Jogindar wae one
who held @ Jagir or sstote fion the chief of a princely state.
Oziginally the word "Jagis' was eppiied only to sstates held by the
Rajpute in zotumn of silitaxy sezvices thay extended to the Maughal
sulove. The Jagirdar hed contml over villeges as o grontes fauwm
his chisf and he extended seversl esxvices to the chisf ingluding
supply of tmops. BSsside the wsual awuel txibutes, the Jegizdase
had %0 pay 0 the State » small swount of money in the fomm of gifts
and pregsente,

#ithin esuh state thors wore some powsiful Jagizdare who exezsised
almoet exclusive powers. Jagizdarg gensrally belonged %0 the clang
af Sheix pringes. The Jagiszdars wore under obiigetion @ povide nen
and material during war and cestein coust sesviges in pecce tiney

in view of Hohseaja's patmnege to theix Jogivze. Theuziticelly, the
king wes the fountein source of Jagirzdar's power and suthozity,

but in prectice, the Jogisder enjoyed autonomy in sdminigtesing his
tespitesy. He created a staucture of Joyality of hig owne In
Rajssthan sbout 60% of the total lend was under the Jegirdari system
“ﬁ%&immmwdumlwmﬁm.'

- - " : S

7 M&.h wmswmum asthan®
- M Hned, 1970), pp. 267-80, ™
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In all Jegivdari estates therc wee @ Durceusratic eystem
whish was devised %W look after the sduinistsation of the Jugiz.
Lach Jagis had some police fungSions, but withouwt written lows.
Jugtice wes imparted o the basis of setablished conventions.
Exploitation af the peasants and othaz classes wes VOIy COMMON,

A number of disebilitive wese isposed upon iuo peassnts by the

suling glons. Shermg weites Shat Jagizdars slwaye discouraged weial
awskening, sefomms end spreed of aducation, The Jegirderi system
engouzaged sutocratic prectices by ite officials, Jogivdars took
genazally one half of the produce ss land xevenus. They were veated
with sufficient adninistrative powszs and authozity e keap thensslives
and thair fawuritics at the top of wmeial, political end scononis
hiszasehiens®

The Jegizdars formed woet iapustant cless in the social cetup.
They were sindstuce chiefe in their sespective satates, They
enjoyed prectically aili adeinietrative powers within Sheir areas.
Ganerglly tiey belonged t0 %ha privileged caste of Aajpute. The
pesz people living under them wese denied sceial zighle. o one
was congidered equel sosislly by thea.

All the Jagizdars had a pezmansnt souzee of income end thus
stoud on & ssfe and sound sconomie foating in wupasision t others.
uwmmmaunm-mmmum
sffosd to leed s confastable lifs accoxding to their etatus whieh
depended on the size of their sstetes. Although at the death of @
Jagisdar his successor woas expettad 0 obtain secognition fzom the

- :

8. Shamma, Kol WW Uzient Langman,
Now Deihd, 1974, p.i187.



chief, this wes o mepe fommality and custonasily grented on the
payment of “"Ngazena®, Thus, soee of them hed held Jegivs for the
past mony gemrations, Teking dsjasthan as & whele, the Jegirdaxi
systen covered 3,3%,68 duqu.’

el Singh abeesves that the Jaegisdars anever had any prepexty
sight in zeospest of Sheix Jagizs, Neither during %he Hindu or the
oelen pardode was theze any propurly cight oo sugh in melation
% land mecognized by custom o lowe The tiller of tie sodl, the
sesignes and the king possessed cestein righta and obligstions
towssds 1ands’®  The Jogirdaz wes thus en inter-asdiesy betwssn
the tiller of the soil ond the State., 5o far as the Stenant wes
congesned $he Jagirdex Oshawed in old respent as the owner of the
dand end the Saibute paid by the Jogisdar %0 e State did mt bear
any dizsct zelaticn to Sho sents he sotually reslised faom his
tenantss The tribuls payable by the Jagizder to the State wes baowd
on the sssuned income of the Jagix ot e tiee of ite senction
granted hundreds of yoars agls.

The systen of forced labour wos also provalent in the Jogize.
The Jegisders used %0 hire o large nusbor of lebousers et very rominal
rates of wages., loetiy the poor tenants and iendless wskexe of
the village vsed to be hired under this aystem, Gensrally, people
in Jagizdazd oreas were subjected to inhussn tzestaent at the hends
of losal Jagivders and theisr aduiniotsotive functionszise. Thay were

S BRD ABICAR b A I W e S R AT
P Wﬁh”um, dizestorate of Publie islatisns,
Rajeathan Gowermsent, Lontcel Prees, 1989, p.3,

10, siagh, Dool,
Lo saion,




deprived of sven cloasntesy human zighte, The Jegisdare were free
to do whet over they desized. In the cheence of faeudom of expression
and gpusti, the peopls Gould aet dowvaiop @ sense of LAadividual

feoadon and mmﬂﬁm" _

LENGM, SYATRIL AN SEEAR
Bafoge Indepondence, llun was a Toudel state extending over
an aveq of 12,961 sgquaremiles, I%e 3ulesrs wure Ngharanas and they
belonged %o the sun line of the wpuu. fos mm-ﬂn
puzpuses the Stats wes divided into sixtesn distzicte ond Jagisze
of vazicua mmzu.. Land tenuze aystesd coulid be classified
undsr thees majox heads (4) Jaghz (45) Shashen and (484) Khaleass
The fiswt zelates %0 verious cetegories of foudel chisfe, the
socond %0 the land awazded by the King foz chazitable puzposss
swang brahuane, Chaxsns, Shate, Sanyaseis etee) (the cwners of land
of the sotond type did not pay sent, nor they sendexed pezsonal
seivices %0 the thione) and third was Xhalsa Lends which were dizectly
sdeinistered by the atete, The Khalsa lends were known an gxoun's
landse |
The adniniatzetion of o Jagir included $he King and hie
snall buresusratic wet wp at thae hesdguartezs. The mbles in tusn
had sinilar local arrenge-onts for the villages within their
by Mahevens Amer Singh I towssds the end of the ssventesnth centuzy,
Ho vieuslised She following cstegoxies of She nableat

Selnd, 1974, n-’!“-tg ‘ ; e
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{4) the Tizet ezder of the sintesn

{id) she eecond ouxder of the thizty tw

{4ii) the third oadex of the Gi-ke-sarder, nuabesing inte
hundreds.

Peioz % the reign of Hshexena Asmex Singh 1, the villages
undes @ Jogisder wers not alloted pemugnently %o o Jegirzdaz, But
his charge over the willages depended upon She gquality of sesvices
sondased by hin to the thammw, The m»um Shought that
the sonvention of keaping the Jegis within the lincags wuld onabie
& moze settied stete of affalse. The Jagisder at the Siwe of
stcession to the Jegir wes avthorized by the Hshazans %o sssune
charge of the Jagiz thaough the cesemany known a8 "Stalwarbendd®,

A% thie occaesion the Jagisdaz had % pay s substantiasl gifs %0 the

King, The King, in tuam, issucd documents specifying She Serzitomy

and tha terue under which the Jegizdar wuld sender ailitezy services
to the King., Annual ettendsnce at the cowrt by $he Jegiadas alonge

with 8 contingent of aed soldiers wors obligetozy.

The Jogirder was sequized 0 maintain law and ozder in the
terzitory under his command, e had sn adeinistzative setup foy
oollesting revenue and seftling Judicial sattares The Jegizdare
wese authorized %0 levwy toxes within thels teszitoszies. In ¢ nuaber
of cosee, oven the fines imposed by the King on the Jegirdars wenze
coliected Dy the Jagizdare Tiom theis people. These these types
of Jogive wseforzed %o the hisrzesvhy of Jagize, snd ae sugh, the
pownz and authority, Fevenue resources and adainistretive oxgenization
differed sgousding to the rank of o Jagis.



For serritozial scquisitions, sxtesnal defunce end intemael
peote, the ceswn depended mainly on the esuppezt of the faudal Samante
(Joghsdare)e The Somantoenjoyed o nusbes of privileges end 2ighte
and wielded s conaidarable influence over the rulex, Vaxlous
categories of Jagirders hed emerged on the besis of Jagirder's
status which was detemmined by their selationship with the zulesn,
the size of She Jagir snd the netuze of the sesvices rendesed W
the King, The Advisory Council of the State comprised of the top
Jagirdase and comsandess of the amy. The ainigters of the coust
woze sslucted fom enong them,

The King mainteined Stste tmoupe in addition % those meintained
and supplied by the Jegizdare. The nuamber of Stzeups varied fmowm
tine to tine, The sein wuree of sevenus of the State was Khalse
dand. The Jagizdars hod %0 give the sixth pezt of their ingous o9
tzibute to the rulex. Thay also offased "Neszens® %o the Nehorens
on various festivels ond coremonies. In the cowed, the Jagisdes
ascupied the seats escozding to his senk in the hiorerchy of Jogisdare.
Evesy Jagiz had o numbar of Sasdase and other officiale, win functionsd
e gourtiess of $he Jagize |

hANS REVENGE SYSTER LN CHAE

It would not te out of plece ® mention heze beiefly sbout
mpmm-rmammummnm A8 w8
have mentioned earliez, the principle tenures in the Stete were
Jagiz, bhom, Shoshen end Khalsse The Jagiz lend wee held chiefly
by the Rajput nobles of the State ww paid to the ruler a tazibute
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sanually fixed, salled "Chhotooned” (one sixth of the swnual incows
of the Jogiz). The holders of the "bhoa® tenuse were of Swo kinds,
nanely, the petty chieftaine of Kheswsre ond Kotra, wio peid & small
tribute to Durbar and the ‘Hhumiss’ in other paste of lewsr who
pald s noningl rent and rendered eestain services % the State, 'Sasen’
iand was held by the Breohsing, Gosesins, emd athes seligiows groupsy
and by the charens, Bhate etas They would not pay eny tzibute

to the zuies, and were genezally exeapted fion oll toxes. Lostly,
the Khalse was She land dizectly sduninistessd by the suler and
revenue gollections werz mede by the officesrs sppeinted by the king
in the distzicta,

Genetvally, iend rovenue was Maslised in kind, and the shaze
of the State veried in every disteiot, villege, and fox simost evesy
crop and for svesy caste. The State demand oxdinszilly renged fzow
one-fourth to ons-half of the pmwduce. The latber was moet conaan,
and it was zeslised eithox by an sotual divisien of pmdwe called
"sated®, end the division was based on o sonjestusel catimete of
the cxop kmown as "kunt™, or cesses wese levied azbitrapily fme the
farmezs by the Stete verying faom place %0 place, and tine %0 tiwme,

It is seid Shet Mohasens did not zule by legialetion before
indepondence. His wiah ond will weze supress and Jugerded s the
law of tha State. To some cxtent it wes tzue of the nobles in
thedr rospective Ststes, Thay teok mo intexest in wmebters of political,
um-im-uma-num The sacisty wee
divided into two claosses wii. the uppressive cless of feudal sristoe
Graty ot the top, and the igmsent ssssss at the Lottoam.
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in $he pregceeding pagus an attenpt woeb mede to understaend
the feudal aystom in the preeindapendent Rajsesthen, Now we shall
cofloct won major changes in the lLife-styles end idions of the
exeprinces end Jagirders ofter Independence and partisulasly oftes
the integretion of the princely 5tetes with wider Rajasthen and
the abolition of Jagizdard syoten, Une wuid look of the varied
avenues whish the feudsis have sought 7or as substitutes oz Shedr
States, Jagire snd lewindazies, low they eiw engaged in business,
pelitics, ssxvices end guitivetion ste, Goms of tham heve besh
able %0 Tind @ place aof high zenk in their sespective sx~tezsioto ries,
ethers have siided down, Sowe have oven Dese prolelarisnised. An
enpirical study of these patterns of sobility would revesl the Sauth
about the ex-Jdagirdazs of Mewer region in Rajasthan.

Thess ie moe deubd that bDofoze the abolition of feudal aysten
the suling cesies enjoysd a very high status in the tzeditional caste
and clasa hiezeschy. ihethes, they atill snjoy the swms position
uutu.mmmnmmgmwam
of the suolition of Jogisderi and Zsmindazi asystoms, Obwiously,
thay wuld et have the ssme position which they had in the past.
How 7oz they have adjusted %o the now situstions. What i the matuse
of chenge T Whether they have retained their teeditional styles of
dife, ritusis and prectices or they have discezded thes aslonguith the
ﬁmhtmmwtm Yo shad sese 1ight on thesa
one sieuld really onplore at thess guestions from She point of the
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pattesns of theiy sdjusteents in the now situations, which they
srdinasrilly did mot think ofy, end the factors which contzibuted
this edjustaent and slsc the factoss whish hindsred cestain type
of adjustosnt of thess ex-priviloged classes of people.

Mugh befoge ths Indapendenge the supermacy of the feudsls wao
affected when they nade tzestiss with the Last India Company in 1818,
The tzeatiss onded the Independence of the feudel States and made
them Toudatories of Sim (oapany. They susepted the swoermacy of the
British Govermment. The sutiny of 1857, further waekened thels
pugition, and mede the Hszitish power supesoms, and brought it
face~towfece with its foudstoniss fox the Fizet time.

The parasount power took wpon iteslf the pesforsance of various
functions of the foudal States. These included wasying degives of
contmol svar thes senging from mecre sivice on the pequest of @ Staete
to the astage of complote sont®i of the winle sdainistzation of the
State. The princes were completely unde:r the thuab of the Beitish
avthorities and thay could not do enything en theis own, Fuzthaz,
the advent of the British end the feudsis alliance with She Bzitish
government mbbed them of all theiz reel powesr and wuthurity. The
will and the authority of the egent of he Sritish government begen
0 suis e suposeue comsandex in the princely Statas. The asutho zity
of the feudels bocawe oaminal and the fresdus of intexnal sovereignty
weas fusther Eaduced.

€ith the coming of the Sxdsish the Poudal ozdez of moiety
began to undexge mazked changes, '3

12, Pal Sheven = Saiaatian. Wetionsl Book Teues. Indis, New Deihd,
1960, pa163. 4




The infliuence of Jogizdase Degsn to wane, The Jegizdass
who had onse snjoyed precticelly complete autonony 4n the asttexs
of criningl end civil natuze ovesr theirx tesvitorzies, hed to
suzzendes thom to the civil secventa chosen by the British on W&
of the pzincea, Yhe British Coloniasl ruls satebiished g new rule
of law, they intmdused @ modesn systes of education, rationsl
fom of sduinigtretion, now cosmsunicastion chamnaele, whish had far
rsauhing offeets on the princely stetss and Jagize of Rajesthan.
¥e can say Shet Dzitish suis widely affected the en~fewdels of
fajsathan, vwhen the feudals acsepted the supormesy of $he Uzitish
ruis it meant that wviztually they siided down in power hiezarchy
in coaparision to the Sritish culers in theiz respective stetes in
pasticuler end in the countey as a whole in genesal.

After the wrid ver fizet, these was o goeet chenge in the
political undasetanding of the people due to the Anfiitzation of
political idess from She dest, end thus the pelitical and social
poeition of the indigenous rulezs, which rested on the political
backuardness of the people, was Gonsidesebly affected. These who
retumed from the battiefisid boought modezn ideas, with Shem,
Their new congepts conflicted with thuee of their feudal loude,
inspite of theiz dependent powes position visweewis the Szitish zule,
the feudals behaved in an sutossatic way with the people, hence
noveasnte againgt thair aiazule.

The educatod peopfe 4n diffescnt states of Aajesthan pm teeted
againat the princely atmcitiss. They volced againet the feudel oxdoes
and ite maloduinistzotion. In the feudal ayetesn, these wes mo suls of



law, The big Jagizdoss weses mase or less independent end Sheds
Jogirs weze the pleses of lLawlossness, ... fost of She pelitical
tsoubies had flesed W in She Jogis osess of Aajesthan,'

uUnder such sauel cireunstances, Teslings wera swuweesd ageinet
the foudsl ovdes. The octivitics of Vijeli Singh Pothik szepresented
the discontentament of the pwple end the unsest smong the cultiveting
sural masees ageinst the oppreseive feudal outhozitiss, Pathik
was s rowlutionasy Tightesr ageinst these stmeitise. e lounched
the Dijolien Satyasgecha 0 oppose the tyzanny of the fewdal loxds
on the zurel peopie which was the Tizet political aftenpt in
fajasthan to overthaow the feudal regime, The Bijelien movement
ghallenged the vazy sotionale of the cuntinuity of She feudsl ayoten,

Before Indeponderce foudal Statas uf Rejssthan mpresented
the despotion of $he princes and theiz stoups. The zuler was ot
the tap of the adeiniotzation and exercised suprume civil end
criminal subhoxity. In his Stezzitosy, he hed powers % Sule eceoxding
to hie owh wili end judgesment. The *Praje Mandale® in Rajesthan
launched sovenonts againat the Jagizdari systens, and adweated for
the demsroetic pwooessss in aduinistration, The Aajput sulese masted
degpatically ageinet the donagnds of the lesdexs of Fraje Mandele Tesx
agzerion and other sefosus,

The fizst wosld ver opaned en Bra whish finally biought many
changes 4n the soudal 1ife of the peopis of Rajasthen, We Wer Spened

13, The Times of India. Septesber 30, 1936,
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the getes of new Mm“ After the wes, vorious soveassnts and
osgonizotions such as the congiuss, created a sonse of demscsatic
and egqualitarion relstions amomg the pecples. Sush an awakening
desorasiizged, st-least, payclologicasliy, the Hajput Jegisdaze and
iLgmindars. Poasont sovensnis againet the Jogizderi systom in
Harwar and Shekhawoti regisne of Rajasthen perticularly under the
dsadezahip of Jata mede s headway in challenging the autiority of
the Jegizdaze, Thikanedaze and Dhomiac.

Ingpite of all this the iajput feudals continued teo behave
soge 0r loas evtocsetically as they did earlisz, end enjoyed the
best of She sccietices sesouzces. They were o meal privileged
clases, an azistoczoty, as they snjoysd a iife of not only sonspicuoue
congumption and expendituze, but sloo o nspicousiy wasted the sevenue
whigh they gsllected Fzon the poor poassnte,

Heze we have & very interesting atsount of the piuvcess of
sotisl mobility smong low caste psuple in Rajesthan befose Independunce.
Such s mobiiity existed in all perts of the countzy. Genezally
the nigher stalus wes desgnded by the lower cestos of the Lmnedistely
superior castes oz of the losally dominant casten. Une hea %o go
inte the contextuality of such ceste mobility. In Rajasthan, in
the census of 1931 soveral spplications wers veceived fmm verious
caste Sabhes for s change 4n a hitherte sccepted msenclature, snd
the desize for Bashain or Kshstziye status was WOSt Dazked' -

4. Chowdhzy, PulSey _
dishea & Co,, Agra s Pe

15, Consum of india, 1931, Wi, XAVII Rajputena Agensy, Govemnment
of indis, Weszut, 1732, p.t23. :
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fpplications by the low caste people, mgueoting
faz gchange in theldr caste none

Cante to whish usually Now momenclature seguested
rocegnised as belonging by ssas of She gomeunity
congerned
t « Jamge lawana Hajput
2 = lind Kuloen Brshamin or Nad
irghain
3= Khanzada fuslin Hajput Jadon
4 « Jevag, denskawet and bGrahnan
bho jel
S » Khatd oz Suter Jandia Brahadn
6 - Mald Sal nik Kehatriye
7 » Kumi or Kunbi Kuzed Kshatriye
& =« Dazzi, Chhipa fohelg Tank Kashbziye
IR

Souzess - Cengus of Indis, 1931, Vel XXVil

fajputana Agensy. vermment of Indig
Mearut, \”3. p-i!&

feom the atove sentioned Sabde 4t ip very sush evidnt
that the Rejpuis wors @ refommence grzouw for othes lower cantes.
The zeasen might be thet tiemy were ruloze gnd theis sconoais,
poditical and secisl position wes quite highs This woe the
sitaction befose Independonce when thay wese the suiers of theds
e apactive states.
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in the precesding peges we have sesn that befosze Independence
foudal syoton was chalisnged from time % tiee, The suworsacy of
the feudal lords wme quastioned. MNweves, the systen continued,
and mengined nors or lose intaet.

The yesr 1952, when the Aajasthan Lend Refosme and Resumption
of Jagiz's Act 1982, wes enfozced, it wes o eaucial “"bresk Shasuph®
in the history of feudslism in Rejesthan. NHowever, this firet
act of lend sefosms Sene only after India schievad Rer faeedon in
1947, Ths exezulese and exeJogisderss did mot beliove Shat theds
powes to suls the people eould be withdrawn by the gevermant of
the sounteys In fget, it was & rsal sotbask. to then, Sush e
strustuzrsd change m wide renging repercussions on rmlstians batwe: n
the lendiosds snd thaiz tenants and share-swppexs, The ayrisultural
dsbourers were alsw affscted. The JayjmaneKamin wlations dDecews
stzained, The waridus cestes and femiliss which recsived pastmnage
and help fron the eaxlies sulesa snd Jagizdars, ™ mese enjoysd tieass
privileges a8 thoir nestesrs weze derdad the feudal status, Barrington
Voa re ohserves thet shaxtly sfter Mnuwtof the Indian
independenges the Govesnsent undestook a frontal attack to weaken the
suthe 28ty of older iendlorde.'® '
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Theee land refoms and sesunption of Jagize Act pauvided
full zights to the tensnte by pulting an end %0 the clelas of the
Jagizdars to eny othexr lend but their owm which Shey cultivated
thomsgelves, The sbolitien of these systona of lend tenwe affected
advarsaly the princos, Jagisdass and Lomindare,. Feudaliss wes an
encampateing systen es it offected the emtize Aife of the people
28 the Jeghedeze wsed to dntesvens in all aspects of socisl end
sultural life of the psople. Thesefore, the sbolition of thess
syetens, and sthas ooclel, etonuadc and peliticel reforms Anitisted
a sexiue of procesees wf Shango.

Shazwa in his study of six villeges in Asjssthan finds that
the abolition of the Jemindesri and Jagindari aystane has woulted
in @ change of theisr (ea-foudale) heriditaery cighte and privileges.
They could mat setain the sens asount of landinldings which they
hed befole the wolition of t.eir righte end privileges. ELoomais
position of the fgjput Jegirdess and igmindars hes cone down Cunsidose
ebly, w they owh sven muslles Lsdemldings than thedr enetonants,'’

Some of the Agjput fomilise today possess lends which axe
hardly sufficient for their livings A mgjority of the Rajpute aze
My selfecuitivators. Shaima further mentions sowe ingterces which
reflecte the pitisble cundition of Rajpute, he weites: "Swo ‘eniliss
of tiw fajput sxelonindars o f Roopgrah today heve $0 wak as monual
dgbourers 0 supplesent theiz income. Three femilies of Hajpute
in Ssbalpura partislly depend upon senval lebour foz thedsr livelihood,
e SO LIS SO AN DA AR
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lonsideping theis fomer status the present oupstions in which
they aze engaged Wday marke @ radicel downgrading of thedir sesisl
etatun. Theoo changes metik & shift in the secial status of paseong
fon higher to lowes position. This spplies %0 the Rajput eNe
donindars and Jagizders wo now do not enjoy privileges they had in
the peat in the fomm of granta, landownerehip and zitual status.
fAajpute enjoyed both sconcwmic and poiitical hegesony befoxe the
sholition of their iamindazi zights and privilegus. Tha Rajput
immindare who am today psoletacianised dus to the sbolition of

the feudal syetea aze ot in position o maintadn their cerider
status.

The abolition of Jagicdesd aystem has affscted the rale of
ritual ouperiozity in the gouciel stretitication gyotoms Many assposte
of Jagizdari zelations have Leen weskened, In & willage of Barses
det. in vestexzn Rejaethen Bose end Jodha found Shat this village
was & part of princely state befuse Indopendenge., AfSes the esbolition
ef foudalion, Jajsani selations becene mozs wiunt aty, not nush
of the village scommy is now Sarzied on through Jajaany mnm-.“
Wt only in ajasthan but in othez pexto of the gountzy ales, the
foudal leadership has Leen chelisnged. HNayer in his study of Ram Kheri
village obearves thet the Hajpute sse betoming gongerned with consow
didating thedr 0ld adhezents and with attzacting now allice, »

I R B TS IS\ AR
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sherna®e study sevesis that the sbolition of the jugiszdasi
systen has seduced the stebus of the Jagizdazs %0 @ geet extent
in terms of propesty, iend-ownerehip and puliticel power. The
soonomic positicn af the enedogiders and Zeninders hes Doen o NBideds
ably lowssed on acgount of the sielition of the imindssdi and
Jagizdari asystem, Land zefomme have come on $o0 suddenly Tor them
and thay have not made sfforte in othex dizestions to dspsove
their atatus. Their tzeditional stendard of liviay heo slmost
dissppeased. Todey soms Aajput Jomindar fandlics gre eelfecuitivaets zae,
thay have to plough the lend by tieneives. This kind of work could
not be icsgined foz thew before the sbelition of the lsinderd
systen, The stotus of the exe-igsindare hes gons down coupsced W
thedr position in the past.s

Singe Independance the power of the fAgjputs se o community
has bean lessening, K.b. Kenal obsezvas that Teudal slemsnts of
Rajesthan oftes the intmduetion of paciissentaty institutions staugge
1ing ite way inta modemnity.S! Uith the meseh of domogzecy the
Jagisdazi and iamindazi systome wore bound ® go. Suon after
independerce, the abslition of intermsdisciss betwsen the tilier
of the soil and the Stote had been decided upon a Rationel psogranne, 20

20. Gharee, Kebey QRaSiSs pPpe 1057,
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hile sxamining the impact of the abolition of the Jagisdaxd
systes one -i.u hove %0 iook at She beskground of the feudel eysten,
and then gumpare thaet situation with whet we have today in tome of
the vestiges of the system. Howsver, it 46 not possible %o svaluate
with precision the effects of the solition of She Jegirdasi systen
on the axefeudale s ™mr it is possible to desceibe fully its offects
on the smmoaie snd sosisl 14fe of the Jugizders e @ whole.
Thezefore, we could underteks studies of these exeprimces, Thikenedars,
Jogisders, lamindavs ond Blumies ete. in the voriow eeprincely
stotes, Thikenes and Joglss.

Some 0f the pooitive offects of the sbolition of Jogizdasd
systen on the poar people of the exstwhile Rajesthaen aze that thelr
scononie pesdtion has anu.a figny of thow now do mt suffer
fzon cortain secial discbilities, s they have & ronge of fawda,
particuiaxly in zegazd o decisfone-agiing about tha ciops whieh Shey
goow and the way they like ® iwpsove thair lands, ote. One could
e tice sven a payche logical changs snong the sx-tenant castes of
Rajasthan. Most of Shes have adupted the style of saming of thaeir
ehildson iike that of the Agjpute, low 4% is difficult to diffezens
tiste botwesn the membere of $houe two castes just on the baasis of
nanes, Wiich wes Mt quite difficuit sarlisz, The sxetonant Geetes
have adopted other styles of Life of theose landowning Gestes which
was Mt peswitted by She lattor before She sboldition of the Jegirderd
B

23, Singh, Dool, Land
Gavemuent of Ind.
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The pmocess which expleine the lewesing of status of the higher
chass ond ceste gwups can be designated ae 'paoietarienization' sceusding
to 5%“ The foudel systenm, howeves, does not sxist Soday. But sueh
a pmecess of atructursl change oecure fon tine to time in ell sccisties,
in sose, wore frequently then othezs. The stolition of the Joegladexd
systow has reduced come smelend losds to the lsvel of petly peasante. OGN
the contragy, some of the ex-tenents have become big landowners, theis
stotus has guns high, whils the status of ex-iandioxds has cone down in
the otatue hisrazchy.

The abolition of Zemindari end Jegizdazri systems has contzibubed
S0 the reduging of status dimnoqueditiece. The aboldition has decontsaliaed
sconands power. fow $he Jend vhich was owned by ons Jagizdaw, ds in fact,
swned by hundreds of his sxeSenants, weo are now Khatedass. (sslfesultie
vators)s The land mfoze lawe initisted in India during the lest tw
decedes aso peshaps without any historical parellesle The intw duction
of the Land sefomms crwated an wphesval gwong the Jaglzdess.

Howoves, on laportant result, gonezelly umotised, ia that the exe
Jagirdaze have been fosced inte @ new way of life amd ase on Sheir way
towazds changing theis cherecter as = class. depzived of the wumes of
dand rent, they are greduslly sonverting themselves inte papsietory
peasants oF capiteliet Temers deponding on the aize of the holdings and
their ssciel ond scononic position, ‘toweves, this is mt taw in gese of
@ geod nunber of exeJagizrdars, Zesindare ond Bhomiss, v contmllied sotuaslly
et of the land, ond ww foimed the bulk of the lend gwups hence
peoletasianisation.

24, Shema, R.bes GRaGARe pe 107.
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Amther aspest of the sbolition of the Zemindexi end Jogizdexd
syatem was Shet the Londages of servitude and forced labour have
practically umoaﬁ.u The Jagirdexs have lost Sheir lorxdehipe.
The exeJagizdase who weze in most cases the nabturel leaders of the
village have loot Sleir leadezonip, A closs of mow losders faue
the zigh pessants belanging te inter-sediate nﬂ-:z‘ﬂnd-

Ta the extent She feudsl ozder hee declined in Agjasthan,
con be sesn in the study of Cozotairs. e heo given g very lucdd
secount of change in @ feudal viliage in Mowas zegion of Rgjasthane
fio wiitess ®t0 doy the scene is vexy diffesent. The palese stonde
precticelly sapty, with rone of the hustle of the old days. It
aggistrates court is closed, the revenus afficesre hesdguarters
are elsvuhere, the police stetion, the hospital the echosl axe
adl govemmment run mw Instead of bDeing beset by the responsibie
ditioe of adainiptsotion, the prince now 8its woesupied, talking
te a now personal servent, lecking oul Taom o high window whioh
overiookes all the sctivitios of the villiage listoning to the gosedp
of the batas. At 1w goteways of the palace, o skelton steff still
munts guard day eand m‘.“

Aftez the abolitisn of Jegizdazdi aystom, $he exefeudals weze
faced with ecomunic havdship, Theiz incose fzom Sash zunts fell

25, Danisl end Alice Timgnesw, ﬂuwumm&
' Asdia House, New Delhd,
e
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Publishing liouse, Sownbay, 1960, pp. 38541,
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f20m 145 in 1953-34 to only 0.4% in 1963=61.27 The winle process
of the shelition af Jegirdeci syatem gnd implem niotion of the new
tenancy law ig nothing shoxs of o sosial sowlution in Rajeasthan,
The denosratic upsuzge has brought sut far ssaching chenges in
fgjasthan dusing the last Shirty yeers. The RAgjpute who Tomed the
foudsl aristocracy and dowminated Hajasthan for several centuries,
have baen deprived of their pulitical end scomouic powes. The
Rajput feudales wio were the paliticel leaders of weisty have
suffesed in sociasl prestige.

There is alsu amther view that the osxeJagizdare of Rajasthan
have mot bean affected much Trom the gbolition of feuwlel aystum.
The exedagisdars still enjoy econonmie politicel ad sesial privilegos.
Asgording to wmme studiss, m great sveseas hae yat been sthiewved
in the pwmgreme of land mforme. The ifspleaentation of the Senangy
pmvisions is either wesh or the locsl lend owning classss howe
svacessfully cizcumvented it. Usasen writes, "lgjesthan had o
faixly developed foudsl systen snd the Jagirdaz and his ceste Rajput
obviously wielded gonsidereble infliuenge, Shay centinue 0 be
infiuentisl today, sbolition of Jopleders mt withetanding.*® In
shogt, this argument uzges that the sbolition of the Jegizdexi
systes ould net ebolish the huge diffessnce in the sccmmic status
of ths vazious costes and clasees.

27. Singh, Doad, URasdl. £e300.

28, h-n. Takey mmmuuw.mmwm~
, - ARy Uooal (eds ), Popular Prekeshan,
Wt 18, pe
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This view dss mot seen t0 sepsesent the seality. In wee
excuptional cases scne of the exedegisdure wust be still asinteining
theis sconowic end sucial pasotige, but in generel, we find that the
sbolition of Jagisrdari system and tue intaoduction of the land = foxes
have brought sbout ashy changes seong the exeJagisdazre.

One wore Tector is squaliy dspertent for the scononic decey
af n-eq.m}m. They sainteined cemuries old inutitutions which
dreined thelis yesousces. Thedis hepiditesy pride contsibutad 'm0
less 0 this westage. Even after indepondence when Sheds Joghre were
sbolished sash Jagisder maintained huge csteblisiments. These weze
mahy otiwy Tactors which were In ™ way iess mmﬁlm
ecomnie demigration. Hozziage wes sether institution on which
they spent westefully, and sbove all these wau their sdiication to
licuos. ALl these factoss token togethor siowly end oteedily wzamed
the finoeisl position of the Jagisdare.

The sbolitdon of Privy Fusees Bill whieh was imsuduced 4n
Lok Sabha in 1371 seeking to eidlish she zighte end privileges of the
princes as alee theis puzges, was swother jolt o theam.

in last, we con say thet Rgjesthen wee o Glassicel lond of
foudalion. It hes undorgene some fundasental chenges in the past
30 yeares Thase changes can be sumaed up as pardly struetural wd
paztly cultural in terms of their ngture. The Jagivdari systom in
Rajasthan was a pact and pawcel of the primcely ordess The abelition
of the Jogirderi systen was @ besic stsuctuzal imovation, The
tengncy laws have Hi% haxd She exeJagicdaze.
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The objective of present etudy de %0 pmvide a review of
the studies on social mebility in Indis, particuleziy in mgazd
to the willege community., The rzoview of litexstuze has bean
made with the view to find out e prespective 0 study socisl mobility
anang the owejagirdare and zanindsre of the FMewar segion in Rajasthan,
Thus, the present study is & criticasl snelysis of the litexature
on soclal mobility. Mowover, we have given some Glues in regard
to the study of soclel mobility meng the es-landlords of Rajesthan,

Such o study le soncwhat diffezent fme the sludies of weisl
mobility of other saeste groups end classes, Studiss on socisl
sobility of the lower end middie castes end of the vaxious slassea
such as sgriculturel lsbourers, farmers etc., genszally sefexzed to
their ssuletion Twe lower te high pesitisne, Howsver, in case of
the jemindars and segizdarze, this is ot Sxue. They enjoyed a
cartain secial stetus and power which had the senction of the then
system. This otetus wiich wos higher than the status of all other
castos except the Ssehaens, thet olso in the ritusl ephsss, hes been
withdrgun by sbolishing the systes which grantad them the high
pasition. m-uwmnmunummum
and zamindare is, thesefuzs, wt of an seuiastive natuze.

It is wainly & situstion of downward mability. Though the
‘act of the withdzewl of $he stabus wae quite sudden, yot the status
has cose dwn through o pmcess up @ nowe It will be quite interesting
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%o kmow he netuze of this pacess of stetus degredation as the
fosces whigh amsiated the status of the nonefeudel castes and
coununitics, and aisv sScsleseted the pmgesses of prelstaerianim
zation of the jagisdazs and zemindaze in diffevent pasts of
Hajasthan,

Such o study of sobility ssong the previcusly privileged
growps sust sxplein the suspacisicns of structusal fastoss ond
fozcus over o long pexiod of tise, Our study hes o asdpt &
histozicsl peszspective, owves, in $he present cssay w8 have dne
e seview,; aa mentionsd sarlier, of the agjor studics on social
wobility ond the verious sppoectes which have been epplied
these atucies.

de egses with the view thet social wobility in india is not
a secent pheromsmn. Social mobility oceured in ancdent and wedieval
india due W wasfare, migration and hypergesy, ste. Studise by
foadls Thapes, K.M. Penndkaz, snd Buston Stein heve sevesied thet
indien Sogisty wes tot static as it has besn thowghi-of by Cusupean
soholars, The histozicel perspective which e heve followed awplaime,
that etretificetion is not just & static phommemn, 4% 4e o pmoses,
and 4% pefere %0 "Shecay’ or "ideslogy of society®s Theoe studies
by sculei histosiens aisc onplain that group wobility was wush
nore diffigult end a long drewn process. wbility of small gwwps ond
individuale wae sonparstively sesisz. Theze are instances in whish
we Find thet growps end dndividuals lost Wwiz high statuses and
vigoevezoa. Wo have distusend ssciel mobility im gngient, sedisval,
Britiah snd contesposery Indis in the second ghgpton,
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Feudalisn began in India sround 12300 A 8, but it bogene
somawiot More visible during Akbar's pezisd as W intaoduced g
new asystem, ¢alled @ "mansebdari systea®, It wee a syoten of
land grante. This system got trensforeed into Jegd sderi systom
with the coming of Bzitish zwle in Indies Indis could be divided
inte (i) British indie, snd (ii) Indien Indis duming the Britiah
posied, The "British India' wes under the dizect contwl af the
Bzitish govermaent end land was ssneged thmugh the Zmindars.

The ‘YIndion india' wos mot dizectiy governad under She Beitieh
govesrmuent, as such 4% wes under the netive xuiors end pringes,
Howevex, the British governnent hed contzol aver thig pest of India
algo, It is the british govesnment whigh created various systens
of land tenuee, ngeely, jegizdasd, azsmindari, Khalse ots. I8

was & bDasic shange in lend mlgtions.

It created now Concepts and categeries of the zuleze end the
zuled, of the swner and the Landless, of the cultivatozs and She
sharecroppess, and o0 and s0 forth, Lend zefosus as & weasuze of
staucturel changs wo¥e e0 significent thot they baought sbout o
fundsmantel msmstive chamge in Indian Socisty, The old Jegisdase
and Zsaindars and other landud gmups bacame commwnozs in legel
sense and tie old tenants, cultivators end shgsecsopers beceme the
Gunezs of the lend which they cultivaeted, however, statutory ell lend
belonged to the stete. In view of sugh a shange of basie zeletions
nm‘smumwmmmmmm
since the intmdustion of lend sefuime in Rajacthan, which wes en
erthodex stwnghold of feudelism,
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it ie intecasting tu note thet the gmups of landioxds
have beconme extensively differentiate in regaxd o Shelir seomuis
position, ocoupation, edusation, migretion snd standard of living
#tc. It was gquite natuzal for them to becoms a hetesogeneous
couponent of secisty dus %o She stmke of legisietion which wilhdeew
thelr sscwiptive right and privileges in mgasd o menagesent
of lend M. Lonverzcely, the gmups of peasant, tenantis
end ghare cmpess were benefited by the sone stamke of legislation
and therefors thedir stolus went up. In theis case it was & pmoses
of upward mobility. Howevez, the Jogizdaze end Lewindsrs were
involvsd in the paocess of downwerd acbility and only sone of
thes having status affimmation tiwough altesrnates weys aml meens
in the sbasnce of land-lozdisn. In Both the ceses it is tiw
basic procsss of structursl change.

Such a pmcess of ghange canot be undesstond with the
culburalogical appioacies, such as Saenskritizstion and vestesnizetion
and Pasachielizetion ghd Universelizeilon ss suggested by Ssindvase
and Marwiots regpectively. Acseptence of these app eeches wuld
nean that idess zegesding pollution and puzity and about the falk
and elite treditions wuat change Tisst end strusturel changes
would foliow thes, Louwis Dumant has also sugysated the sinilar
approsch to the study of suste systen end social mability.

The changes emong the ex-Jagirzdave end Zenindevs are mot
of a valustional natuge, they ase of g fundgeental ebauctuzel natuse.
In the case of thess groups the idees oF values have shanged through
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the changes im thoiz etructural sxistence and not viceeversa.
tharefose $he approsch of Dument, Scinives and Nasziott and sevexal
othess d sot apply to the study of such stauctuzral changes os

we have mticed in the case of ex-Jagisdare end Zendndare.

in the present study we have suggested the application
of stzuctusal appmoash o the study of es-Jagirdars and Zenindgrs.
Howeves, we hove combined this with the histozicel appaesh to
underatand the levels of structuzal chenges Taom tise S0 tine
since the sbelition of the Jagisdazi ond Ignindazd systems. Ous
analysis is mot eonfined %0 this contemporanity alons, we heve
anslysed thess systess before Independence, namsly, during thw
sedisval and the Bzitish periods.

The present study ie enly on sttenpt to fomulate the
problen for @y ootozal svsescch, tharefors, it is suggeetive for
the type of work whish 1 eo intending to undestoke for P O Thie
hoe helped ms in undesetanding the porspective, namsly, the
structural approach which I find mlovent Tor studying sxeJagizdare
and Zmmindaxrs. MWy paper is besed on the sveilablis litszetuze,
wae dosunsnts and sepozte wle.

foweves, | do et claism thet | have besn able to exhauat
sl tte infomation sveilablie on the subject. 1 en plewming
shudy the ex~Jagizdeve and Lewindazs of Mewaz segion of Aajasthan.
As I have stated sezlis:, Mewer had Teudsiism of en osthodox netuxs
-mmu-cmum.tmw-m This vas mainly
due 0 the soelal stzuwcture of the reglon. It wes duimeted by
the trzibal peeple and othar “"backward® comunities,
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Even wday the sawruless of Mewar eze in a position %o
swks the sentisents of these pesple o the tise of genssel
sloctions for Lok-Scbha and the Stete Asseably. This end several
other factors show the ontinuty of feudelise in verdous fomme,

My pasposed atudy at the Pheds lovel will sin ot the
explozation of these susvivels of feudalise in view of the fectors
which continus %0 euwppost thaw.
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