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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In recent years regional studies have drawn the 

attention of research scholars considerably. It has been 

argued that a grass root level comparative stooy of 

different sub-regions is necessary to get a correct 

picture of the history of a country as a whole. Empirical 

research on problems relating to social and economic 

formations in India during the Mughal period has assumed 

quite a voluminous proportion·in recent years, yet our 

understanding of the nature and pace of developmental 

process in Medieval Indian society is not all that clear. 

The major weakness is the neglect of stu1ies of compara-
' 

tive socio-econo~c processes in different regions within 

India. Comparative studies of regional pattP.rns are 

crucial for a better understanding of various branches 

of the economy, social organization and customary 

practices. 

Inspite of the welcome emphasis, the Haryana region 

has somehow escaped the attention of the scholars of 

Medieval Indian History. Let alone social and economic 

conditions, even political conditions prevailing in 

Haryana region during the Mughal period have not been 

properly researched on. An attempt has been made in 
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the present work to study the agrarian and the non-

agrarian economies of the Haryana region, during the 

18th century as an initial exploration towards a more 

comprehensive study of the socio-economic formation of 

the pre-modern Haryana. 

Haryana region does not claim the same -historical 

status as Bengal, Punjab or Gujarat. It has alway~ 

been consid~red as a sub-region or a sti:>tract in histori-

cal writings. The Haryana region is sandwitched between 

the desert of Rajasthan and Punjab. It is separated 

from the Doab region by the river Yamuna. .rmy develop­

ment in the capital city of Delhi should have had immediate 

consequen:es for the people of Haryana. Firoz Tuglaq was 

the first Sultan who paid considerable attention to the 

Haryana region. He undertook many irrigational projects 

in that area. This could be due to the prolonged turmoil 

during the period under his predecessor. Firoz Tuglaq•s 

efforts might have greatly added to the economic importance 
' 

of the region. 

Being one of the most fertile regions and also 

closest to the i~perial capital (Delhi) Haryana had 

shouldered the responsibility of providing foodgrains 

and other material facilities to the nobility and the 

people living in Delhi. Its hinterland covered the 
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important trade routes. In the H-th century there W8s a 

route from Ghazni and Kabul to Multan which further led 

to Delhi via s·outhern Punjab and Haryana. Ibn Sat uta 

travelled from Ghazni to Delhi via Abohar, sarsuti (Sirsa) 

and Hansi. In the seventeenth century two routes from 

Afghanistan joined at Lahore. From Lahore the routes 

ran across north-eastern Punjab and northern Haryana, 

before turning south at Ambala, it marched parallel to 

the Yamuna before reaching Delhi. Most of the towns 

of Haryana sprang on these routes. 

Throughout the Sultanate and Mughal periods the 

Haryana region acquired a strategic significance from 

trade and defence point of view. All invaders from 

North-~-Jest Frontier passed through this reg ion. Despite 

resist-ance they had to capture this region in order to 

reach Del hi. 

In the ~i.::~¥..-! Haryana region is shown to 

have comprised ·of seven Sarkars and sixty nine parganas. 

These Sarkars were those of Delhi, Hissar-Firoza Tijara 

Sehar~ Sirhind, Narnaul, and Rewari. The major part of 
I 

Haryana fell in Delhi an:i Agra Subas. The land of Haryana 

region can be divided into three belts on the basis of 

the nature of soil. They are Southern belt, comprising 

of the parganas of Palwal, Hodal, Faridabad, Gurgaon and 



Rohtak, western belt comprising of the parganas of Hissar, 

Sirsa, Hansi, Fatiahbad, Chalkalyana, and some parts of 

the Sarkars of Narnaul and Rewari, and North-eastern belt, 

that included the parganas of Karnal, Panipat, Ambala, 

Shahbad and Kaithal. 

Chapter I deals with the geographical location and 

ecology of the region. Nature of soils, depth of ground­

water and their relation with the different crops grown 

in the region have been discussed in detail. Besides this, 

sources of irrigation in the region, mainly wells, seasonal 

streams and reservoirs in different belts have been taken 

into account. Nature of sub-soil water in the southern 

belt and its effect on the agricultural production has 

also been discussed. 

The first part of the Chapter II deals with the 

technology use~ in the agrarian structure of Haryana 

region durin;J the 18th century. The use of different 

ld nds of ,ElO!!lh!, _Does ~hades and other implements have 

been focussed upon. Use of various water lifting devices 

like ~henkli• •fhad~" and Persian wheel, as a factor 

responsiDle for the expansion of cash crops in particular, 

and agriculture in general, has·been discussed. 

The pattern of agricultural production in the region 

during the 18th century has been focussed upon in Chapter 
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II. Crops sown in all three belts·of Haryana according 

to the nature of soil, depth of water, number of ploughing, 

watering, hoeing etc. have also been discussed. Besides 

this different categories of crops i.e. (1) cash crops, 

(2) cereal crops, (3) vegetable crops, (4) and pulses 

and percentage of area under different crops have been 

taken into account wherever evidence has permitted us to 

do so. A table showing the percentage of area cultivated 

under different crops and percentage of revenue yielded 

in rupee from them has been given for various years of 

Pargana Narnaul. Chapter II also deals with the upward 

movement of the prices of foo:igrains in the region which 

exhibited considerable fluctuations. Prices of different 

crops have been compared with the prices given in the 

~lE=i-Akbari to show the proportional increase. 

In chapter III a detailed study of non-agricultural 

production and trade in the Haryana region has been 

attempted. Various kinds of manufactures of the village 

as well as Qasba level have been surveyed. Village 

level artisans whose manufactures were for consumption 

within the village and which had made the village to some 

extent a self-sufficient unit formed an important compo­

nent of the village society. The goods manufactured in 

;·various small in:iustries of towns or ~asba§. were sold 

within the Haryana region and they also served as commodities 
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of trade with other parts of the Empire. 

Trade existed both in agricultural and non-agricul-

tural products. Commodities of local trade as well as 

of external trade have been discussed. The communities 

involved in local and external trade have been focussed 

upon. 

This study is largely based on original village 

level revenue records and records of British officials. 

The British officials carried out numerous settlements 

in the beginning of the nineteenth century. With the 

help of these Settlement Reports and Gazetteers, some 

significant inferences can be drawn for some crucial 

aspects of the economy of the region during the 18th . . 

century. Chapter I is based on the records of British 

officials. Mughal chronicles and village level records 

do not deal with the ecology of the region. Ecology of 

a region does not change very frequently, hence infor-

mations of British records for ecological conditions in 

Haryana region can be relevant to the period under study. 

Most of the parganas of southern and western belt 

of Haryana were intermittently under the~! or ~J 

of the Raj as of~, and some parganas of western 

belt like sirsa, Hissar and Bhiwani etc. were held as 

!-hali~ by the rulers of J!!lc.2n~, during the Mughal 
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period. These records have been catalogued and preserved 

in the Jaipur and Bikaner Historical section of the 

~ajasth2E_State Arch~ at Bik~. The only records 

pertaining to some parganas of Haryana region are Arsathas - -
and ~~~· The Arsathas pertain to the pargana of 

Narnaul and Chalkalyana, which were held by the Amber 

rulers, in Jagir. These documents suffer from certain 

limitations. First of all they do not provide us with 

any information about the parganas held by Imperial 

Jagirdars under their Jagirs. In Haryana, during the 

period- of our study, extensive Jagirs were also held by 

.other imperial Jagirdars in the region. But records 

pertainirq to the parganas of their Jagir have not 

survived. Nonetheless, the records left by the Amber 

rulers enable us to establish certain broad trends that 

were taking place during our period of study. These 

trends are such that they could probably be said to 

reflect the general features of the entire Haryana region 

during this period. 

Of the village level revenue records, the ·~~· 

is. of foremost importance in terms of supplyii)'J infer-

mation about various aspects of the economy of the region. 

The Arsatha provides comprehensive information about the -
total income and expenditure of the pargana to which it 

belongs. Basic information like the total number of 
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villages under sUb-assignments and the Amber Rajas 

Khalisa are given in the lX~atha~. The Arsatha gives 

the estimated income, arrears, returns and expenditure~ 

under various heads in the pargana. The areas under 

the ~ti and ill...2.!._JiE§j. crops for the entire pargana 

and also, separately, for each village have been given 

in the M~lli· The amount of •..!!B! • and the heads and 

magnitude of various other cesses are also stated in 

the ..!£§~~· Mostly that part of the Arsat~ which 

shows income of a pargana has been used in this stu1y. 

The section stating expenditure of the pargana is useful 

for knowing the claims of the holders of superior rights 

in rural society. 

Thol)Jh the information supplied by the Arsatha is 

rich in terms of its utility, this record has its own 

limitations. First of all, we do not get Arsathas for 

all the parganas and for many years. Except for pargana 

Narnaul and Chalkalyana we do not get ~sath!~ for any 

other pargana. EVen for these parganas we get Arsathas 

for stray years. Therefore, a long term price curve 

and cropping pattern cannot be worked out with the help 

of~~~· Despite these limitations, chapter II has 

been written on the basis of information contained in the 

Arsathas of Narnaul and Chalkalyana pargana. 

Bahiats on the other hand give a range of information. 

Bikaner rulers at that time did not have ~2!ha~ for the 



9 

village level revenue records. Instead of Arsathas, 

Bahiats here provided information about total income 

and expenditure of the pargana. Total number of villages 

in the pargana, villages held by various heads as their 

zamindaris and various kinds of cesses are mentioned 

in the Bahiats. Besides this, Bahitas contain information 

regarding trade activities in the pargana. Various 

commodities passing in and out of the pargana are 

mentioned with the cesses levied on them. Since the 

parganas of the western belt of Hary,ana were held by 

the rulers of Bikaner intermittantly, not much information 

is available about these parganas. Some references have 

been given about the trade activities in the region. 

Some British records of 19th century, like the 

Settlement Reports and the Gazetteers pertaining to 

various pargana have also been used in this dissertation. 

These records give us details of physical relief of the 

Haryana region and a detailed description of the crop 

pattern and agricultural produce. They also deal with. 

various heads of the village society like chief headman 

of the village, Patwari, Kanoongo etc. 

All these records provide rich information about 

the social and economic conditions prevailing during 

the 18th century of Haryana region. Therefore this 

study has been largely based on them. Although 
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informations related to the parganas held by other 

imperial Jagirdars are not available, this study still 

perhaps reflects the picture of the whole of Haryana 

in view of the fact that e large number of parganas 

were under the control of the Amber and Bikaner rulers 

in various capac! ties, whose records have fortunately 

survived. 



CHAP'IER . I I 

ECOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF HARYANA REGION 

The Haryana region in Mughal period formed a part 

of Delhi arrl Agra Subas. About its geographical location 

Abul Fazl has written that on the east of Delhi Suba, lies 

the imperial. capital Agra while on the north east it 

merges with Khairabad towards the south of Oudh. To the 

north are Himalayan mountains, on the south the suba of 

1 Agra anj Ajmer and on the west Ludhiana. 

The term -Regional Structure" as used in the context 

of Haryana refers to the spatial arrangement of various 

attributes like physical (Relief soils depth of water 

etc.). 

Haryana, situated in the northern part of India, 

lies between 27°35' to 35°56' north latitude and 74°30' 

to 70°36 • east longitude. Situated within the Indo 

Gangetic plains and the Himalayan foothills, it covers 

an area of 44056 sq. kms. Presently it is bounded by 

Himachal Fradesh ani Punjab on the north Rajasthan in 

the west and south and Uttar Pradesh in the east, where 

river Yamuna forms the physical boundary. The plains 

of Haryana are formed by the deposits from the rivers. 

Haryana can easily be differentiated from the 

surrounding regions. It is aeparated from upper Ganga 

1. Abul Fazl, Aift-1-Akbari, vol.II, Tr. by Col. H.s. 
Jarrett, Third Edition: 1978, p.283. 
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plains by river Yamuna. This river ac.ts like a barrier 

between these two regions. Upper Ganga plain is situated 
"' 
on the eastern and Haryana on the western side of this 

river. Moreover, Haryana is quite different from upper 

Ganga plain which is a humid reg ion, while Haryana is a 

relatively dry one. Again, in upper Ganga plain the 

alluvial deposition is much greater than in Haryana. It 

is sit.uated on the great In1ian water divide, separating 

the Indus system from Gangetic drainage system: conse-

quently it does not have any river of consequence. 

Roughly Ghaggar makes the northern boundary of 

Haryana region and separates it from Punjab. Physically, 

Punjab and Haryana cannot be separated as both are the 

parts of the Indo Gangetic plain, but culturally we can 

attempt the differentiation as the Haryanvi dilect spoken 

in Haryana is a branch of Hindi while Punjab, a language 

spoken in Punjab, has Gurmukhi script. 

PHYSICAL RELIEF: 

Looking at the physiography, it can be said that 

most of the region is a broad level plain. In the north­

east Siwalik foothills represent a high elevated area 

where in some of its parts, the height is above 600 

metres. Again, in its southern part Aravalli range, 

connected to Delhi system, also disrupts the region. 
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Some parts of Mahindergarh and Gurgaon are covered by 

the rocky outcrops of the Aravalli hills. 

However, on the basis of its relief characteristics 

the Haryana region can be divided into three sub regions. 

1) North Eastern plain region 

2) Western Dung region 

3) Southern Hilly region. (Map-1) 

1) ~Ei!L§~ster.!LB~l£!!: 

The north eastern plain extended from the west of 

Jamuna to.the land representing the absence of sand dunes. 

Within this, some of the areas were more fertile consisting 

of narrow stripes of low lying flood plains. One part 

of this belt consisted of the foothills of siwaliks. In 

this region "Chos" (Hill torrents) were very important 

and created the problem of soil erosion. These •chos" 

were nothing but seasonal streams. 2 The northern part 

of this belt was almost an alluvial plain sloping very 

gently towards the south-\vest, broken at short intervals 

by the beds of the mountain torrents. In the southern 

part of this region, from ten to nineteen kilometres 

from Yamuna, a watershed was located. Now a days it 

is not easily perceptible. To the east of the watershed 

2. R.L. Singh, India, A R~ional GeograpbY, Silver 
Jubilee Publication - NGSI, Varanasl, p.85. 
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was the riverine tract of Yamuna called "Khadar ... 3 It 

was a lowlying area of new alluvium and made the western 

limit of the insinuations·of the Yamuna. The area was 

prone to floods. To the west of the watershed in gangar 

stretches, was a high table land called the "Nardak". 

. 4 
It was composed of old alluvium. 

It was covered with sand dunes which made the region 

arid in comparison to the east. This region covering a 

large part of Sarkar of Hissar-riroza showed a higher 

degree of aridity. 5 This was characterised by the presence 

of sand dunes of various shapes. These dunes were some-

times qpite high and extended to miles in length. The 

6 
alluvium was covered by sand. The only useful part for 

cultivation and production in this region was the locales 

open to artificial irrigation. These places were locally 

called -".1'2~ ". 7 

3. 

4. 

s. 

D.C.J. Ibbetson, Report on the Revision of settle­
ment of the Punjao TahsJI-ana-Karnal Pargana of the 
Karnali51Stt., 1872-ao, Allahabad"" Pioneer PreSS:­
p.158. 

~· 
c.M. King, Final Report on the Second Revision of 
of the Re~u1ar Settleme~r-the Sirsa and Faz1Tka 
Ta"hSIT;"l 00- f9o4, civil ana Mll itary Gazetteer 
Press, p. 1. 

6. ~-

7. ~-
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3 ) souther n Hilly_ Reg i.Q.E : 

In this region, a number of detached hills appeared 

here and there and they were parts of Delhi system of 

the Aravalli range. The Aravalli range was a narrow 

ridge stretching into Haryana for 90 kms in the north 

east to south west direction upto Delhi. 8 It covered 

the southern parts of Mahendergarh and the adjoining area 

of Gurgaon pargana • 

.§.21 1 s: 

In:Han soils have been classified into (1) Indo 

Gangetic alluvium, (2) The black cotton or r_egar soil, 
0 

(3) the red soi 1 and (4) the letert ic soil • .J The Indo-

Gangetic alluvilim was by far the largest and the most 

important of all the soil groups, from the point of view 

of agricultural production. The major part of Haryana 

fell into this soil group1. Apart from Alluvium, Haryana 

had some other varieties of soils, which were closely 

related to geological formation and surface deposits. 

The sandy soils found in the western parts had more 

alkalinity, while the loamy soils were saline and alkaline!0 

8. ~chno-E,SO....,E,2!!lic Survey of_l!~~' National Council 
of Applied Economic Research, 1970, p.2. 

9. M.s. Randhawa, ~.J:.i.!~Y-...9LM!i cul ture__!n__!nd.!.2, 
vol.I, ICAR, p.12. 

10 •. lJ?.!E. 
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However both were poor in humus because of the absence 

of natural vegetation cover as a result of dry conditions. 

Although as stated above, alluvium comprised the major 

part of the Haryana soil, its three sub-regions had 

different types of soils • 

.§E.liL£f t ~~!!~..2~ tern Be 1 t: 

Agriculturally, the most important soils which 

occupy extensive tracts of land were found in this region. 

These soils were derived mainly from the debris brought 

down from the Himalayas by Yamuna. Geographically, the 

alluvium was divided into newer and older alluvium. The 

former (known as Khadar) varied mostly from clayey to 

sandy loom in texture and generally was acidic in ~eaction. 

The latter (know~ as Bangar) was more clayey in composi­

tion, generally of dark colour and full of pebbles. 

~2rgana~_!arnal: 

The whole formation of Karnal pargana was alluvial, 

and blue micaceaus sand was found everywhere of moderate 

depths. 11 Kankar was found generally near the surface. 12 

In Karnal pargana there was no real clay and the soil 

varied from stiff loam to pure sand. The stiffest loam 

11. D.C.J. Ibbetson, ~nal D~s~t., £P• £!!., p.2. 

12. Ibid. 
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was found in the hallO'N and drainage lines where the 

action of the water had washed out the sandy particles •. 

It was locally known as ".f?.!::!Sl~" 13 with plenty of water 

Dhakar land pro:luced rice and grain. To sow rice Dhakar 

land was ploughed two to three.times and for gra~1 one 

to four times. 14 

The sandiest soil was known as "Bhur•. 15 It 

included all soils that did not form clods under the 

plough. Intermediate soils were categorised as ".B~.! • 

arrl varied in qual! ty between two extremes. 15 "Bhur" --
was by far the least valuable soil. The yield of this 

land was poor and in rains, the soils became so soft 

that it could not sustain the plants in an upright position. 

At the same time it was cool and retained moisture for a 

long time. lfi)hakarttwas extremely stiff and hard to work, 

and would yield nothing .-Jithout water. Sugarcane was 

sown in these varities of land. Sowing of sugarcane in 

"Jha~£" tract needed ploughing for 10 to 15 times and 

watering after sowing four to five times. 17 

13. l!ll~· 

14. _lli2., p.158 • 

15. .!~i:l. I p.2. 

16. 1.!2.!2· 
17. 1.~•1 pp. 178-7 9. 
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Land of Kaithal in Thanesar pargana was divided 

18 
into "]2Egar", ~hada£" and ~~·· ~.2!19.§.!" or 

dry land prevailed in the whole of the pargana south of 

Kaithal Khadar by chiefly to the north of Kaitha1. 19 

Koolara was also found in Thanesure, which was a light 

and moist soil with water near the surface. Cotton was 

grown in this region and land required ploughing four to 

six times. Since water in this region was near the surface 

it required watering only once at the most. 20 

Rowslee was a light and Dhakar was alluvial soil 

formed by over flowing deposits of water in lov.J ground. 

The soil deposited by the overflowing of Ghaggar was 

called "N?!.e". Eastern part of the pargana of Thanesur 

was divided into Khadar and Bangar land and it was the 

dividing ridge between the valley of Jamuna and the low 

lands. 

· .£2rgan~ of Ambala: 

Ambala tract was divided into two circles on the 

basis of soils. The loam variety of soil gave rise to 

Ed~d Cake, Extracts from ReTorts of the settlement 
of the ParganaFormerly "COinEr sed In the Tfianesure­
Brstf": 1~78::79;-PU.nj ab Printing COmpany, Lati0re-;­
p37 

19. lbid. 

20. D.c •. J. Ibbetson., Y.-E21 D.!~~., .21?• .£!1., p.178-79. 
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Seoti circle in Ambala~ Naraingarh and Kharar, and clay 

or Dhakar soil to ".Q..tla~" circle of Rupar. 21 The soils 

in Rupar~ Kharar, Naraingarh and Jagadhri were good 

alluvial loam. 22 The southern part of the pargana 

includ~ng the greater part of Pipli an1 a large part 

of Ambala and some parts of Naraingarh and Jagadhri was 

23 
much poorer in quality. Pipl i contained "Dhakar • which 

required a good quantity of water for crops. 

Pargana of Ambala was a level plain and a greater 

part of it had ho,.o~ever been gradually covered with light 

alluvial loam brought down and deposited by large hill 

24 
streams. This variety of land produced enough rice 

in times of abundant rainfall or in artificially irrigated 

areas. Before sowing rice the land was to be ploughed 

two to three tL"lles. Su;Jarcane was another important 

25 crop of this tract. In other parts of the pargana, 

the surface loam was thinner and much poorer in quality 

and crops were liable to more frequent failure. 26 The 

21. A. Kinsington, Final se!_!.!~~_geport of the 
~ala Di~!! 1893, Civil and Military Gazetteer 
Press, p. 3 • 

22. .!,2id., p.1 • 

23. .!Eid. 

24. .!E_!9., p. 3. 

25. D.C.J. Ibbetson, Karnal _QJ.§!!· 212· ill·, pp.178-7 9. 

26. A. Kinsi ngton, ~ala Dist!., 2E• _£it., pp. 3-4. 
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surface of plain portion of Naraingarh was uneven. It 

had a hilly range known as "Marni ... ,Kharar and Rupar 

had a strip of hilly or broken groun9. Below this there 

was a large tract of level loam including a vast tract 

of fertile soil. 

~~EE._Duny Be].!: 

some parts of the western belt of Haryana were 

affected by the desert conditions. 27 This part was 

covered under a mantle of blown sand and was dominated 

by conditions which inhibit soil growth. Except in areas 

like some parts of Hissar and Fathiabad pargana, where 

nature of soil was light and stiff loamy, in the major 

part of this belt the soil existed under arid and semi­

arid conditions. 2e These soils contained varying percen-

tage of calcium carbonate and was poor in organic matter, 

the limiting factor being mainly water. The soil could 

be reclaimed if proper facilities of irrigation were 

available. Due to non-availability of adequate water 

supply, very few crops were grown amonJ which jowar and 

29 bajra were predominant. 

27. C.M. Kin;J, §.!.!§2_2nd Fazilka Tahsil, El2• cit., p. 1. 

28. c. A. H. Townsend, The Third Revised settl~~of 
!_!}!:.__Hi ~_gi st _!. :1906-=10, · p. 1. 

29. .!J?J.E. 
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.E..2E:~a of Hi~: 

Pargana Hissar was divided into three tracts on 

the basis of its soils - (1) Bagar, (2) Hariana, and 

(3) 30 Nalee tract. Bagar was a regional sand hill. 

Hariana was more or less level plain of loam, though 

not devoid of occasional sand hills. The soil of Hariana 

tract was better than that of Bagar. In the Nalee tract 

the soil was generally hard clay. 31 There was no Bagar 

circle in Hansi pargana, the soil was almost throughout 

32 level sandy loam. In pargana Fatahabad, Bagar circle 

was superior to the Bagar circle of Bhiwani and it used 

to grow Rabi crops, but it was by no means significant. 33 

Due to the light nature of the land just a few ploughings 

were needed before sowing. 

Bagar circle of soil could again be.divided into 

"Behal Siwani Bagar" and "Amrain Bagar". Behal siwani 

Bagar was a poor quality land and there drinking water 

was obtained with great difficulty, since the wells 

used to be deep, scarce and the water was brackish. 34 

30. Ibid. 

31. .!lli· 
32. ~., p.18. 

33. ll?id., p.25. 

34. Ibid., p.15. 
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Amrain Bagar was better than the Behal Siwani Bagar, but 

only a little better. 

gargana of Si~: 

The land of pargana Sirsa was divided into four 

categories: (1) Ba~E_circle, (2) Nalee circle, (3) ~ 
'15 

ci~ and (4) ..!l.Sar circle • .J The land around the old 

and present Ghaqgar had hard clay soil called •sotar 

36 .,_.Barani." A strip of land which lay beside the old 

bank of Sutlej had in its soil a large mixture of sand 

and was poor in crop yield. It was called "Utar circle". 37 

Land strip from old bank of Sutlej to the borders of 

Bikaner had soil of uniform light loam broken in places 

by small hillocks of sand. 

38 
.£.!Sill"· 

This strip was called "Rohi -

The south-east~rn tract of pargana Sirsa was a 

sandy and almost treeless tract which gave place suddenly 

to a narrow valley of rich alluvial clay. This belt was 

called "Nalee circle". Then there was a sandy loam 

bounded on the north-west by the "~nda" or old bank of 

Sutlej. To this succeeded a comparatively narrow shelf 

35. C.M. King, .§.!rsa .. Distt., ~· .£!..!., p.4. 

36. l~·· p.l9. 

37. ~., p.2o. 

38. _!bid., p. 23. 
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of sandy and inferior soil known as "Bagar £Jr~•. The 

main crops of this tract were Bajara and Moth in Kharif. 

Rabi crops were not known to this region, possibly. 

because the rainfall was scarce and water was available 
• . 39 

through artificial means in meagre quantity • 

.§EE t he!:,!L2e 1 t : 

The soils of the southern belt of Haryana were 

highly deficient in croP-yield. The sub-soil watPr in 

this tract was mostly brackish. The loam of this tract 

was divided into hard, light and sandy locally known 

as "Dhak¥- ", "B.9usli" and ~ "• 40 The ''Dhakar" being 

hard requiring a lot of ploughing ••• and good rain. While 

Rousli needed just a little ploughing and readily retained 
rainfed 

4 
· 

moisture. Rously was the best soil forLcultivation. 1 

B hur was a poor 1 and, but it did not require much 

ploughing as the sub-soil retained whatever moisture it 

. d 42 
rece~ve • At many places the soil was bedded with 

lime, kankar and stone. 

E~~2~gaq~: 

The nature of land in the northern and western 

parts of the pargana of Gurgaon and Rewari was generally 

---------
39. 

40. 

41. 

4 2. 

~., p.28. 

Punjab Govt., Puniab Distt. Gazetteer, Rohtak Distt, 
vol. III - t9t07Civi1 andt1Ti1tary Gazetteer-Press, p. 99. 

Ibid. --
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. 43 
sandy. In some parts of this region the soil was better, 

approachin;I a light loam in its character. Some parts 

presented a desolate appearance with high hillocks of 

sand. To the south east and south west of Gurgaon low­

lying land of better character was found. 44 In the north 

western part of Gurgaon pargana the maio crop was Barley 

which was sometimes mixed with gram. For Barley, the 

lan:l was to be ploughed two to four times before sowing. 

Since it was a crop, dependent on rainfall, no irrigation 
45 was required. 

In Nuh the prevailing soil was clay. But to the 

north-east of Nuh and north-west of Palwal, the country 

16 was sandy. In Firozpur the land had heavy black soil • 

.§EEna, and Ulill..§ in _!1.YD, 22!!land-Khe.£g and Um~g in 

_firozpur were the villages in which !ankar was found. 47 

E2£9ana Rohtak: 

The main soil of this tract was a good light coloured 

alluvial loom, which with sufficient moisture yielded 

43. F.c. Chonning, Land Revenue settlement of the 
s;urgaon o~, 1910, Centrai Jalr'Pre'Ss:P:S. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

~· 
lbi~. f 

~-, 

.!b!s!., 

p.65. 

p.5. 

p.15 • 
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splendid crops in return for a little labour and was 

termed "Rausli "• The light sand was called "Bhur". 

The clay soils were distinguished according to their 

tenacity by the names ~~" and "~atiyar" the former 

splitting into fissures after irrigation. 48 

Different soils produced different crops according 

to the quality and quantity of water available through 

rainfall and other artificial means, like wells, reservoirs 

etc. The only rainfed soil in this tract, which had 

, been specially distinguished was the poor light Bhur 

while the rest had been classed together as ~~E!·· 

]'nder,:ground Water: 

Apart from the rainfall, among the artificial means 

wells were the major source of irrigation throughout 

the Haryana region. Pucca as well as Kutcha wells 

49 existed for this purpose. some of the areas of this 

region were also irrigated by Jheels, canals and hill 

torrents. The method of drawing water from the well 

depended on the depth of the well. 

22E.,gan2 Sir~a 

In the Pargana of Sirsa in the western belt of 

Haryana, except in some areas, irrigation from wells 

------
48. Punjab Govt., ~htal5 Dist~., .21?• s_!!., p.99. 

49. F.C. Channing, g~rgaon Dis~., 2E• Si!•• p.8. 
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was not possible owing to the great depth of subsoil 

water. 50 Within the area flooded by Ghaggar, a few 

wells, were used for irrigational purpose. The depth 

of water in these wells varied from 15 to 20 feet and 

51 water was ah.rays sweet. In the north of Sirsa towards 

the Patiala boundary, there existed some well irrigation. 

Near the town -of sirsa some soli:i massonery wells were 

fouo1 5 2 which must have been used for irrigational 

purposes. Depth of those wells was great. A' little 

of well irrigation also existed in Nalee circle. In 

many cases in pargana Sirsa the sub-soil water was 

brackish arrl useless for irrigation and jomestic use. 53 

The only water lifting jevice used in this pargana was 

the "Charas •. 54 Lifting water with ".f~~" was a laborious 

and filthy exercise. At the well edge, they set up a 

foek of wood having a roller adjusted between the forks. 

The bucket was tied to a rope which went over the roller 

and other side of the rope was tied to a bullock. One 

person drives the bullock while another emptied the bucket. 

There is evidence to show that at one time when 

the surface flow crossing the pargana was greater, the 

50. C.M. King, .§.!~a and Fazilk~ahsil, .2P• _£_ll., p.31. 

51. .!:e~. 

52. 112!~· --. 
5 3 • 11? id • , p. 1 • 

54. ,!bi:J.., p. J. 
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depth of water was less than it was in the nineteenth 

century or now. There were numerous old wells around 
• 

sirsa and elsewhere in sottar valley whose water level 

was near the surface. 55 An old well had been found in 

the middle of this tract where water in second half of 

the nineteenth century was at the depth of 220 ft. which 

shows that when it was constructed water would have been 

56 obtained at less than 150 ft. In all the villages 

within the reach of the percolation from the Sutlej and 

Ghaggar, the water of the wells was sweet and potable. 57 

In sandy track south of Ghaggar the well water was sweet 

in 3.1 villages, brackish in 6 and salty in: 10 villages~S 

In the Bagar tract of pargana Hissar the depth_of 

water was low and it was not sweet. 59 There were very 

few irrigational works in eastern part of the Hariana 
I 

belt of Hissar. In the Jat villages of Nalee tract water 

was near the surface and it was possible here to extend 

well irrigation.60 In the western belt of Haryana where 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

J. Wilson, Final Relnrt on the Revision of settlement 
2!_ the sirsaDistt n Pun::La!2, 187 9-83, Calcutta 
central Press, p.a. 

~-
c.M. King, sirs a an1 ,!azillca Tahsil, .2P· cit., p. 28. 

60. 1_9id., p.2. 
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the water level was low and the soil was sandy, the 

principle crops were the bulrush millet (Bajra) in the 

Kharif harvest and a mixture of gram with Barley known 

as "Bejhar .. in the Rabi harvest. Throughout the sandy 

belt where water was available easily, Kharif cultivation 

was more important than Rabi, since the rainfall was 

favourable to the former. 61 

_E.,2!gana Gurgaon: 

Apart from irrigation in some of the areas by Jhils, 

wells were the the major source of irrigation. In some 

of the areas well irrigation due to salinity or depth of 

62 water was practically impossible. In pargana Rewari 

and some parts of Gurgaon well irrigated area was compara­

tively large. ·Pucca as well as Kutcha wells existed 

in this region.63 In Chak Chiknot of Firozpur, the water 

64 war invariably saline. In some wells of R~~ari, water 

found was known as ·~twala• or hard. Depth of water 

varied from 10 feet to 120 feet. 65 In Nuh depth of water 

was great. The device to draw water from wells in this 

region was either "Qllenkli" or "Cha!.il.§•. Dhenkli was 

used in the areas where the water level was near the 

surface and Charas in the areas of great water depth. 

SL lEid., p.3. 

6 2. F. c. Channing, gurgaon_J?!,ill., ~· £...!!., p. 7. 

6 3. lhid., p.e. 
64. ~-
65. lbid., p.7. 
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Besides, barley and gram, during the 17th century, indigo 

was also cultivated in Nuh, Firozpur and pargana Gurgaon. 

The brackish nature of water was suitable for indigo 

cultivation • 

.E~g~ Rohm: 

Depth of water was greater in this pargana. It was 

the least in the south east of the Jhajj ar where in the 

old days of constant flood it was said that a man might 

drink from the lip of the well. In the north east of the 

pargana depth of water fell to 31 feet, in the centre to 

30 feet and in the west to 49 feet. 66 The fact that in 

the north of this pargana depth of water varied f'rorn 51 

to 106 feet67 indicates that well irrigation could be a 

little more advanced in those parts. In the eastern and 

the western parts of this pargana water level was near the 

68 
surface. In ".!?.2~" and .!Ihajj ar circles water was not 

more than 15 to 30 feet. 69 In Mehm area water level was 

106 feet, 50 feet in the Bhur circle of Jhajjar and the 

70 
same around Marrlauthi near Delhi border. In the old 

'-------
66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

Punjab Govt., S~htak Distt, ~12· ill•, pp.124-25. 

.!E!2· 
j_!?id. 

lli~-
Ibid. --
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canal tract of the north east of the Pargana water was 

near the surface and often sweet. An ordinary masonry 

well irrigated about 8 acres and an unlined well 6 acres 

71 of land. In the canal irrigated areas of this pargana 

cotton was the main crop.72 

Throughout the pargana the land contained salt, 73 

but it was the presence of canals which kept the well 

water sweet. The sweet well could soon turn brackish and 

even salty, but for the canals. 

B9rt h Eastern belt: 

water level in pargana Karnal was much affected by 

the presence of canal and rivulets. Near the rivulets· 

the level of underground water was only two or three feet 

and seldom more than 15 feet. In the arid part of the 

tract water was at a depth ·of around 90 feet. 7 4 Depth 

of water in Khadar land was not much as compared to the 

Nardak land. .In Khadar land depth of water was not more 

75 than 25 to 30 feet from the surface. 

In pargana Thanesar, in the north towards Kaithal 

. 76 1 water level was near the surface. Irrigat on from well -------
71. Ibid., p.125. 

72. Ibid., p.64. 

73. ~-· p.99. 

7 4. D. c.J ·- Ibbetson, _B.arnal_2~., .21?• S!·' p. 2. 

75. _!Eid. 

76. Edward Cakef, ~~~....Q~_!!:., 21?• ill·, p.25. 
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was confined to the northern part chiefly and near 

Thanesur, in Bangar parganas, water was too deep for 

irrigation. In the western Bangar land., .,.,ater was at 

a great distance from the surface, but in the eastern 

Bangar, the reverse was the case. In proper Thanesur 

and Shahbad water was around 30 feet from the surface. 77 

In the North-eastern belt of Haryana where the water 

level was high and the soil was clayey and loamy, rice 

sugarcane, wheat, jowar and cotton were the major crops. 

With plenty of water "Dhakar .. land produced rice and gram, 

siff loam produced sugarcane and cotton and jowar was 

78 grown in medium loam. 

Apart from the used wells in the pargana Gurgaon, 

some '.Hater was diverted from "Ch~,E!" .!Lh!! and some 

from the Firozpur valley for irrigational purpose. 79 

The tanks called "!!9E2!§" formed a special feature of 

the pargana Rohtak. Around the large villages as many 

as seven or eight tanks were found~ some were in exceed-

ingly fine condition, especially those east of the Sampla 

and those at ~anhaur, Seman, Bainsi and Dighal. Many 

were enlarged and shaped regularly for being used in the 

famine days. 

------
7 7 • I b id • I p. 6 8. --
78. A. Kinsington, ~la Dist~., .9.1?• _£it., p.S. 

79. F.C. Channing, ~gaon D~., E12· cit., p.ll. 
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Canals were also used for irrigational purpose. 

By 1568 A.D., the canal constructed by Firoz Shah in 

14th century from Jamuna river to Hlssar had fallen into 

disuse. It was rennovated by Akbar, the objective being, 

in this case, the irrigation of the pargana Hissar which 

the Emperor was bestowi n;J upon his son. Sixty years 

later further remodelling became necessary and in 1626 

this was carried out under the direction of Ali Mardan 

Khan, Shah Jhan•s great engineer. In connection with 

it a new branch was constructed to supply water to the 

fountains of the Imperial palace, and to adorn the streets 

of the rising fort which the Emperor w.as erecting at Delhi. 

Tamurlane who invaded India in 1398 A.D., however, 

made no mention of this canal. It probaoly ceased to 

flow by that time. It was in full flow at the time of 

Nadir Shah's invasion in 1739 A.D., but in 1805 A.D. 

when the territory came under the British rule it had 

again silted up. 

In ancient India, the region of Haryana was said 

to have been irrigated by nine rivers. The names of these 

nine rivers are (1) Saraswati, (2) Vaitarini, (3) Apaga 

or Aughv ati, (4) Mandakini Ganga, (5) Madhusrv a, (6) Ansu­

mati, (7) Kausiki, (8) Drashtwati and (9) Hiranyavati. 

Of these nine rivers Saraswati and Drashtwati were 
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important. The Apaga or Aughvati was a branch of Chitang 

which separated from the main stream, a few miles to the 

west of Ladwa and flowed past Palwal to Pobnawa, to be 

lost there in the sands. Its whole length was 25 miles. 

The Kausiki was a branch of Rakshi. During the historical 

times Ghaggar was an important and independent perennial 

river. 3ut during the decline of Mughal Empire it became 

non-perennial. 

Yamuna discharged into the western sea in the early 

historic times through the present neglected bed of the 

Saraswati. 
80 

More recently R.L. Raiker, an Italian 

hydrologist has argued on the basis of his investigations 

in the dry bed of Saraswati near Hanumangarh in north of 

Rajasthan, that the Yamuna had flowed through this dried 

up course upto the Indus in sub-r.ecent times and it is 

assumed to have diverged westward near Indri in the north 

of Karnal. 

River Yamuna which made eastern boundary of Haryana 

was the only perennial river. The Dangri, Chautang, 

Markanda, Kasauti, Dohan Sahib! and I rrlori were the 

seasonal streams. (See Map No.1.2) 

80. Raikes, R.L., .!$2libangarl_LQ~at~.f£?'L]'atut'al_gauses, 
Antiquity, vol.XCII, No.168, December, 1968, 
pp. 286-91. 
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X2~~= The river Yamuna, the only big and perennial 

stream of the Haryana region used to flow, and still does 

all along its eastern boundary. It provided irrigation 

for large tracts and was responsible for high level of 

sub-soil water in the eastern belt~ 

Qbaggar: The Ghaggar rose in the outer Himalayan 

range between the Yamuna and the Sutlej. It entered 

the plain as a rapid and variable mountain torrent passing 

near Ambala, after a south-westerly course of about 110 kms 

chiefly through the Sangrur pargana of Punjab, where it 

was joined by the limited streams of the saraswati 

Markanda and other numerous hill torrents. 

~swati: It was an important river in ancient 

days, but during the Mughal period it became a small rivu­

let. Its flood rarely extended to any distance and its 

banks were usually high and steep. 

~~a: It was a seasonal stream and took its 

origin in the lower siwalik hills. After flowing in the 

south-western direction for about 48 kms it joined Ghaggar 

river. 

Sahib1: The sahibi originated in the Mewat hills 

in the southern belt of Haryana near Mamoharpur and 

Shajahanpur entered Rewari above Kotqasim and flew through 

Jhajjar pargana and finally entered in the pargana Rohtak. 



HARYANA 
Drainage Pattern 

20 0 20 40 KM. 

c--. .. .r./ . ......... 
? ·V"" 

( ... \ :V'. A ,.rv. ",..... R ;...r·· 
r ~ . ;v "· · Ifill "V"" : 

~ (j ·.~ 
c;· 
·.1" .. ~"- ·. 

Lr·.J' .. .e. .. 
( 
·. 

~­
l 

l. 

5 

5 
"-. .. ~ 

··..J"'. 
? 

·. ? 



35 

In pargana Rohtak it was divided into two branches and 

reunited near Sondhi, Yakubpur and Fatehpur. It turned 

to the North again and after going a few kilometres through 

this pargana it flowed into Delhi territory where it fell 

into Yamuna. 

lD~= It originated near the old city of Indore 

perched on the Mewat hills, west of the town of Nuh of 

pargana Gurgaon. The main branch of this river went off 

north-west and joined the Sahibi at the southern boundary 

of pargana Rewari. Except Sahibi and Irrlori there were 

two more rivulets in southern Haryana named "Dohan" and 

"Kasauti" but they were not so important. 

All these hill torrents and rivulets did not irrigate 

any significant area. Most of the rivulets covered the 

parts of north eastern belt where water was not a scarcity 

for the crops. Water in this belt was near the surface, 

rainfall was also frequent and heavy. These hill torrents 

and seasonal streams could not provide r~ef to the dry 

lands of western and southern belts. 



CHAPTER I+I 

AGRICULTURAL TECHIDLOGY AID CROP PAT'i:ER N 

Technology plays an important role in the agricul­

tural production process of a country. However, it is 

essential to study the nature of agricultural implements 

to understand the nature of the then agricultural structure. 

First part of this chapter deals with the technology used 

in the agrarian structure of Haryana region during the 

eighteenth century. 

Technology. always has more or less direct impact 

on the process of production.. Irfan Habib in one of 

his papers "The technology and Economy of Mughal India" 

has set aside the earlier assumption that before eight­

eenth century the industrial technology of India lacked 

mechanical sophistication whatsoever and was incapable 

of adopting any innovations; he has also questioned 

the notion that ascribes to climate and Geography a very 

large negative influence on Indian technological develop­

ment. On the contrary he arg.ues that large scale techno­

logical developments took place which had an immense 

effect on agricultural development. 

The most important implement of the cultivators 

was, of course, the plough (Hal or Munna). The two 

little words refer primarily to the pi~ce of wood shaped 
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like a boot into the top of which was placed the "2.b2.!.!" 

~J) and to the bottom of which a small piece of wood 

(fhou) was fastene:i, and the latter carried the ".f~.ll" 

or iron ploughshare. It was used in the ,ill-~§..2£ pargana 

of the western belt where nature of soil was sandy. The 

.. .li3.! • was perhaps the most important part of the plough. 

The adaptability of the plough for ploughing various 

kirns of soils depended on its wieght and size. Another 

implement use:i with the plougn was known as "..P.2!" or "JT~ • 

i.e. a seed drill made of a strip of bamboo and held 

together by a long narrow piece of leather (]pi). 1 

The plough used in pargana ~rnal was different 

from the plough of western belt. It consisted of a wocxien 

body with the bottom cut off horizontally and the nose 

cut off nearly vertically. 2 It was drawn by a beam 

(!§1£) passing through a mortice in the middle of the 

body which was fastened to a yoke ~~). The share 

~ali) passed through a mortice through bottom and nose 

of the plough. The share was of two different shapes. 

The ".f.iiEYar!." was a broad cutting blade of wood passed 

------
1. C.M. King, ~jab Distt._QazetteeE§, vol.II, Hissar 

Distt~~~~ Civil & Military'Gazetteer Press, 
pp.163-64. 

2. D.C.J. Ibbetson, R~ort on the Revision of settle­
ment of the Pani~t and Kamal Eargana of t~arnal 
Distt:--i8'72~l>, Allaflabad-proneerpress,-p.174. ---
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through the same mortice with the share and was used for 

stiff soil. The H~~M was a thick, round conical shaped 

continuation of the nose let into a notch in the latter 

and secured by the shares which passed through it. It 

was used for the light Khadir soil. 3 

"Panyar_! • plough was a large heavy plott;Jh drawn by 

large bullocks am used only in some parts of !§!~ 

pargana and on the BEht~ border, 4 where soil was stiff 

and several ploughing were needed before sowing the crops. 

In .Q£!1an_2, the light plough called H~M or ",!!ari" was 

used in contradiction to the ordinary ~ithal• or "Hodh 

Hal MS while in the heavier soil of Jhaji~ ".Q_tlar" a 

6 stronger plough was some times seen. Besides the plough 

some other implements were also in use during the 18th 

century in Haryana. 

B2E:E..Q~: 

Different kinds of harrows were used in India during 

the medieval period. dg!!!Lf~~r does speak of harrow 

consisting of a mere board pierced with rough pegs, or 

-------
3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

.!Bl~·, p.152. 

.! bid • , p. 16 2. 

Punjab Govt., Pu~j ab Di st t. Gazetteer, vol. III A, 
_Eohtak Distt. ,l 10:-civll anctMTfltary Gazetteer 
Press, p:107 • 

.!lli· 
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more frequently of the bough of a tree, on which one 

or two children will be seated to give it the necessary 

7 pressure. On the other hand the _!_yhfat-i-PI.l!}jab mentions 

an instrument named ·~~~dal• comprising a very heavy 

plank with teeth of one end, drawn by four oxens and 

pressed by two men. This was used for paddy cultivation 

and appears to be a highly sophisticated harrow. 8 

9 The 'Phaura• in Haryana region was called ·~si•. 

The idea of .,Ell~ appears evi:Jently to have originated 

in a bent branch of a tree, such an article having been 

taken up by someone to open the earth \·-lith it at some 

unknown epoch of primaeval anti~uity. Then it came to 

be tipped with some stone and subsequently with metal. 

It was generally made of light and hardwood such as the 

·~abool 11 • The bullock hoes as depicted in the accompanying 

sketch was a more modern invention. 

Other small implements were ~~2" a flat board 

of wood to be dragged over the ground to crush the clods. 10 

7. Harbans Mukhia, 11 Agricultural technology in Medieval 
North India" in A. Roy and s.K. Bagchi, eds., Tech­
E<?logy_JE._~~t and ~ iev 2UJE!.2, New De 1 h-r,--
1986' p. 114. 

e. l!2.!,g. 

10. .!bid. 
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".!!!nd!2" was another implement, a flat board used by two 

men. It was used to make beds for irrigation. 11 '2~~" 

a pitch frok with six teeth was used for raking up and 
. 12 

spreading out stra·w. "Ku_bari" was a sort of an axe 

for cutting brushwood. "Gandas§ .. and ".22-.!E~" were 

choppers of different sizes. 13 "~~·was a two pronged 

pitchfork. It was used for picking ~r lifting crops. 14 

".!§.§.£!.§" was a hoe with a long handle and was used for 

15 weeding the ,!5harif crops which had long stalks. ".!?£anti" 

or ".Q.s.E!!" was a sickle with teeth used for reaping crops 

16 and cutting grass. The ~ndeli" was a rake with six 

or eight teeth used for collecting cow-dung and for 

making the ridges of "!5 iaf'! s ", the beds. 17 The winnowing 

basket was called "_£:haj". The "g..£I?~2" was a kind of 

sling made of rope with which stones were thrown in order 

--------
11. Jb i_g. 

12. .!2.!2. 

13. 

14. C.M. King, Punl§b Distt. Gazetteers, vol.II, Hissar 
Distt. Part~ Civil-and~1Iitary Gazetteer Press:­
p-p:l63-64.--

15. .TI?id. 

16. ~-

17. ,!bid. 
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to scare away the birds which used to damage crops while 

ripe or in the process of ripening.'8 

Carts were not much used in the pargana of Hissar 

19 and most of the carrying was done by camels. A short, 

low, two wheeled barr0\-1 called ",EehEE" was employed for 

carrying water and fodder. 20 In pargana Karnal ~...bm" 

"!iilsal" and ".fhoj" were used for husking rice. 21 Culti­

vators also had four or five flat board baskets (!_g~) 22 

for carrying grain fodder or manure. 

In Rohtak pargana of southern belt of Haryana ".!5Mill", 

".Q§di", ••.:r_~ngl.!,", ·~lan" (hand giving mill and sugar press) 

"Charkha" "Dal" (a bucket for lifting canal water) were ----I -
some of the agricultural implem~nts apart from the heavy 

implements like the plough, etc. 23 Q!!ll and "Q!2bl1B9", 

that is dropping of the seed into hol~s driven into the 

ground by sticks in connection with cotton cultivation 

were the other agricultural implemeu~s besides the plough. 24 

1a. .!EM· 

19. ~· 

20. ~. 

21. D.C.J. Ibbetson, Karnal D!!!~·, ~·£it., pp.162-63. 

22. Ibid. 

23. Punjab Govt., .S.2!!!-ak Dist!,., ..2.12• £..!.!:·, pp. 106-7. 

24. Irfan Habib, "The technology and Economy of Mughal 
Iooia", IESHR, vol.XVII, No.1. 
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~ ate_;:_J_!f1!.r.lg_~~: 

The depth of water in Haryana region as discussed 

in the earlier chapter, varie~ from place to place. This 

variation in the depth of water con1itioned the choice 

of crops as well as the application of agricultural 

implements and the water lifting devices. In Sirsa and 

Hissar pargana, irrigation from wells was almost impossible 

owing to the great depth of sub-soil water. 25 In many 

areas water was brackish and therefore useless for 

irrigation and domestic purposes. 

In the Sirsa and Hissar parganas the irrigation 

was done by means of leather bucket called ~..2.§" dragged 

by a rope being attached to the yoke of a pair of bullocks~ 

The low level of water in this reg ion was the main reason 

behind the fact that more importance was given to £baras, 

than to"Dhenkli" , or other water lifting devices culti-

vation in this area, due to the great depth of water, was 

very limited. In the Nalee circle of Hissar and Sirsa 

parganas water was near the surface and it was possible 

--------
25. 

26. 

C.M. King, Final Re~rt on second Revision of the 
regular SettTementOfthe Sirsaand Fazii'ka-'TahSll 
j900-t904: Civil and Military Gazetteer Press,p.31. 
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27 
here to extend well irrigation. .£tl.E-E.2§ was also used 

28 in some areas of pargana of Rohtak. The Mughal emperor 

Babur had also noticed the use of Cha.£.2§ in the Mewat 

region, which included the pargana of Gurgaon, Firozpur 

Jhirka etc. 29 

Qhenkli: 

Dhenkli was used to lift water from wells in various 

parganas of southern and north-eastern belt of Haryana. 

A bucket tied to a rope was called ".f?hell..l<:J:l.". · In the 

eastern and western part of the pargana Rohtak and in 

Dadri and Jhajjar circle where water was not more than 

15 to 30 feet deep, "Dhenkli" was used to carry the water. 30 

In Gurgaon pargana "Dhenkli • was used sometimes and 

especially at a time when there was a failure of rain. 31 

In the Ambala and Thanesur pargana of North eastern belt 

where water level was around 15 to 20 feet "B.!,lenkli" was 

the main water lifting device. 32 

27. Ibid. 

28. Punjab Govt., .!i9_btak Distt., .Ql>· ill•, p.l08. 

29. Babur Nama - Tr. by Annette Susannoh Beveridge, vol.II, 
Repr Inte<i 197 9, New Del hi, p. 4 87. 

30. Punjab Govt., .BE._h!ak Distt., ~· .£!,!:., p. 108. 

31. J. Wilson, Circular Jlb.16 from H.C. Fanshaw (official 
secretary t~novt:-of Punjab and its Dependencies) 
To all heads of Departments, Commissioners and DCs in 
Punjab Agricultural Distress in Punjab - 1884 - Punjab 
Govt. sectt. Press, .Lahore, p.3. 

32. Edward Cake, Extracts from Repo~ts of the settlement of 
the Par<)anaLfo~rly comprised ....1:...0 Thanesur Di stt. 187 8-
7"9, PunJas-PrTntl.ng Co. Lahore, p.27. 



<;~~- de- -Ct . PQ)z..QJ)o~; (-}"" AJ!Vv1,·"VV,'I) f-uflvv.. Nw'Yl ~ book 

~ A!Wba.~ Dr-1tf_L /~99 / C.,' "'"e a .... ~ v4,tt·la.A.r Cc.y. ffu ... 

P.lleM. 
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J?~E s i ..suL~l.: 

Persian wheel had an important place among the 

various water lifting devices. Babur during the 16th 
with 

century was impressedLthe device and described the 

33 importance of its use. Persian wheel was an important 

addition to the water lifting devices which affected 

the agricultural production process to a considerable 

extent. Persian wheel was a device which in the form of 

a wooden machine, represented a notable example of pin-

drum gearing. It was probably imported during 13th or 

14th centuries. By the 16th century when it was enthus­

iastically described by Babur it had become the peasant•s 

principal means of water lifting in Indu~ and trans-

Jamuna regions. Its use was limited to these areas 

until the later part of the 19th century, when \-lith the 

coming of the metallic Persian wheel, t~ .device spread 

to many other parts of the country. Persian wheel was 

more efficient in wells of moderate depth and could not 

be effectively utilised in the deep wells. 

In the north eastern belt of Haryana region, 

Persian wheel was diffused to a considerable extent. 34 

3 3. ]~U£.21~, EE· .£!..!., p.487. 

34. Chetan Singh, "Well irrigation methods in me::Ueval 
Punjab, The Persian \'lheel reconsidered", IESHR, 
July-Aug. 1985; D.C.J. Ibbetson, Karnal Distt:, 
~· cit.; A. Kinsington, Final Settlement R~ort of 
The Ambili Distt., 1893, civ!Tand-Millt~ry Gazetteer 
Press. 



45 

Since the water table in almost all the places in the 

eastern part of the belt was either near the surface or 

of moderate depth and the taste of water was also sweet, 

Persian wheel was a complete success. 

In the western belt of Haryana where depth of 

water -was great as it has been discussed in the previous 

chapte~, the Persian wheel could not be economically 

utilized and agriculture, therefore totally depended on 

rainfall. In the southern belt of Haryana though, some 

places water was near the surface but Persian wheel was 

not used for agricultural purposes. In some other places 

it was tried but without any success due to reasons 

discussed below. 

If we look at the water tables of various parganas 

of southern belt, we will fin::l the depth of water varie1 

ranging from 10 feet to 120 feet and in some of the areas 

like~ even more. Persian wheel could have been 

applicable in the areas having water table around 10 to 

20 feet below the surface. But we find that it was not 

put into practice even in the areas where water level 

was suitable for its use. The reason for the non-feasibility 

of ~ersian wheel seemed to be the nature of water in some 
35 

of the areas. Throughout the pargana, the land contained salt. 

35. 
·-----

Punjab Govt., Punjab Distt. Gazetteer, vol. III-A, 
Rohtak Distt.,~910; civii~~TIItary Gazetteer 
Fress:P-99. 
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It was the pcesence of canal or rain water which kept 

the well water sweet. This sweet well could soon turn 

to brackish and even salty if the influence of canal 

water were removed by lifting the upper layer of the 

36 well water. 

In some areas of this pargana, WQ find that Pereien 

a.rea5t of th~• pargal:le, we find that Persian wheels were 

37 installed but only to be remo_ved soon. In fact, Persian 

wheel was heavy and costly apparatus and the peasants 

could not afford to instal it on a temporary basis. Due 

to the canal and lake water the upper layer of the well 

water was sweet and the rest of the water containing deep 

layers was brackish. As soon as this upper layer of well 

water was removed or lifted out by the Persian wheel the 

well water became useless for agricultural and domestic 

purpose. Thus the wells in this belt could be used only 

for a short span of time. Persian wheel being a heavy 

apparatus could not be transferred from one well to another. 

In comparison ,,.ith the Persian ,,.heel, ~henkli .. was a 

light device, used for lifting water and could be taken 

from one well to another in no time. Thus "QDenkli" was 

used to draw the upper layer of the well water. 

36. lEid. 

37. Ibid. -
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Exterrling the same argument we fi n1 that a major 

chunk of the 'Wells in this bel:t was _l<utcha well and not 

38 .l?J.l££.2. ones. Si nee 'Wells were soon to be abandoned due 

to the nature of water, the peasants could not afford 

nor was it ~ational to con~truct J?UCg2 wells • 

.£E2.ILE at te E.D : 

In order to understand the dynamics of the rural 

economy, it is necessary to analyse the system of agricul-

tural production that existed in Haryana region during 

_the 18th century. Though the paucity of detailed evidence 

limits the scope of such an attempt, it can yet be made 

up by the availability of some village level records. 

These records are in the form of "~!]at~". 39 Since 

some parganas of western and southern belt of Haryana 

were under the tigir or Ijara of the Arrber rulers for 

quite some time, these documents preserved at the ~jasthan 

.§~~~Archives, ]ik~, pertain to some of these parganas 

such information regarding agricultural production pertain­

ing to parganas outside the jurisdiction of the Amber 

rulers is lacking. some of the parganas of western belt 

-------
38. lbi~. 

39. These records have been preserved in the Jaipur 
section'of Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner. 
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were in the jurisdiction of the Bikaner rulers40 but 

no record of agricultural production of those parganas 

is available. 

Apart from the village recorjs, ~~teers and 

~~~11ement Reports of 19th century of various parganas 

of Haryana region give a detailed description of agricul-

tural production. Though these records belong to the 

19th century, they throw light on the,agricultural 

operations of the 18th century too, since there was 

no drastic change in them. No other document that might 

have been left by officials of other imperial Jagirdars, 

has survived. Moreover, the records which belong to 

Amber ruler•s part]anas are also not in a continuous 

series. Such gaps will have a bearing on our under-

standing of the region•s economy. 3ut despite such gaps 

and the nature of the scattered evidences, it is possible 

to bring into focus the agrarian economy of the region. 

The parganas, h~ld by the Amber rulers in l~ir 

or ll~~~ many in numbers, exhibited fluctuations in 

number over time. It might tentatively be assumed that 

40. Gauri Shankar Oj ha, Bi3~.-E....E~i~Ka Itihas -
Vikram Samvat- 1996/1939 A.D., Ajmer, p.120; 
Q2Y2_Qyal_Ki Kb!Yat, Zild-2, pp.68, 69/ 
Powl~tt, Gazetteer of the Bikaner State, 1874, 
Govt. PresS,p.53. ·--------
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the nature and the system of agricultural production 

that existed in these parganas also reflect the conditions 

existing in the parganas which were either under the 

control of other imperial Jagirdars or directly held 

in the ,!Shalis_g. 

With the help of available sources of matertal, it 

is possible to throw some light on some other aspects 

of agrarian economy such as the kind of crops ·Jrown in 

the region, crop rotation and the movement of pcices of 

foodgrains. Some of these aspects related to the adjoining 

region of eastern Rajasthan which was held by the Amber 

rulers partly in ~atan'' and partly in ~agi£ or .!Jara, 

' 41 have been studied by s. Nurul Hasan and S.P. Gupta. 

Their f irrlings about eastern Rajasthan, in a nutshell, 

are as follows. The century from C. 1650 to 1750 regis-

tered a degree of advance in agricultural production 

as well as an upward price mobility. The production of 

cash crops in the ~ill (sum~er) reason increased and 

the proportion of crops of the B.2E.! (·..tinter) harvest 

grew as compared to the Kharif harvest as a whole. 

--------
41. s. Nurul Hasan, K.N. Hasan and s.P. Gupta, "The 

pattern of agricultural production in the territories 
of Amber - c. 1650-1750", Proceedings of Indian 
~istorY-£9]g~~ - 28th session-at Mysore-A1Igarh, 
1966, pp.244-64 - s. Nurul Hasan and S.P. Gupta, 
"Prices of foodgrains in the territories of Amber", 
PIHC-Patana, 1968, pp.345-68. 
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The Rabi crops in eastern Rajasthan required a 

considerabl~ degree of investment. The additional surplus 

for investment in agriculture was very much there. The 

price rise might have been to the benefit of the peasantry 

though obviously the benefits would be shared unequally 

by its different" sections. It is due to ·these reasons 

that the peasants preferred to pay the revenue in cash 

by shifting to Zabti crops, the revenue for which was 

collected in cash. 

The Ai~l=bkbar! has given us the classical descrip­

tion of the types of land which was divided into four 

categories in !-~ugh-31 ti:rcs, Jep.:::ndir:g on the continuity 

of cultivation. These categories are (1) .E,9laj, 

{2) .!'2!:£Y.ti, (3) .f.hashar arrl (4) ~2E.1.2E· 42 
Polaj was 

a land cultivated annually for each crop in succession 

4'l 
and was never allowed to be fallow. ~ Parauti was a 

land left out of cultivation for a time that it may 

recover its strength. 44 Chachar was one that had lain 

untilled for three or four years, and 9anjar remained 

uncultivated for five years or more. 45 The first two 

42. Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, vol.II, tr. by Col. H.s. 
Jarrett, Thlrd edition, 1978, p.6e. 

43. Ibid. 

44. .!E.M· 
45. ,ll>id. 
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kinds of land were further sub-divided into three classes, 

good, moderate and bad. 46 They added together the produce 

at each sort and a third of this represented the mean 

produce. One-third of the mean produce was fixed as the 

standard land tax. 47 

During the spring harvest, in the best sort of 

Polaj land, wheat output amounted to 18 maunds per Bigha. 

In a medium sort of Polaj, the same was 12 maunds per 

Bigha and in the wor~t, it amounted to 8 maunds per 

48 bigha. In the same three categories of Polaj land, 

good medium and bad, the barley was produced 18, 12, and 

8 maunds per bigha respectively and Aryan millet {Chana) 

10 maunds 20 sers, 8 maunds 20 sers and 5 maunds 5 sers 

49 respectively. 

In Autumn, cotton harvest in best Polaj, yielded 

13 maunds per bigha, in medium polaj it was 10 maunds 

20 sers and in the worst sort was 5 maunds only. .Rice 

was produced 17 maunds, 12 maunds and 20 sers, and 9 

maunds 15 sers per bigha in the best, medium and poor 

categories of Polaj respectively. ~:£was pro:Juced 

-------
46. .!E.M· 
47. Ibid. 

48. ~-
49 Ibl-9. 



52 

13 maunds, 10 maunds and 20 sers, and 7 maunds and 20 

t . 1 so sers respec ~ve y. 

The year in medieval India was divided into three 

seasons of equal duration. In Haryana region these 

were known as the hot season or "~har~" which included 

EE~iill· ~, ~akh and Jeth (February, March, April, 

May and June}: the rainy season or ''..£h.§.umasa" during 

.§.§rh, .§.§~E· ~.£!1 and Asauj, (June, July, August, 

September and October), and the cold season or ·~~~!§" 

spreading over Ka._!tak, 1:22.!!9.§ir, _E.£§_!?., and ~gb {October, 

51 November, December, January and February). The two 

annual crops were known as _§awan_!, for the Autumn or 

Kharif crops, and .§a~hi or .!i2£.,!, for the spring or~ 

52 crops. 

In the villages of western belt of Haryana many 

crops were grown in both the Kharif and Rabi seasons. 

In Pargana ~.,E2ul, 15 crops were grown in the Kharif 

cultivation during the year 1761 A.D. In the year 1764 

A.D. in the same pargana 12 crops were grown in the Kharif 

so. .!Eid. 

51. D.C.J. Ibbetson, Re~rt on the Revision of settle­
~_s>f the PaniEat and Karna.! Parganaof !Ee 'Kar"nal 
Distt. 187 2-80, Allahabad Pioneer Press, p.167. ------
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cultivation and 17 crops in the Rabi season. Again, 

in the year of 1765 A.D., we find 11 crops in the Kharif 

season and 16 crops in the Rabi. 53 Different crops were 

grown in different seasons except for one or two vegeta-

bles which were common to both the seasons. 

~s of_fro£_§: 

Types of crops which were grown in three different 

belts of Haryana i.e. (1) the Southern belt,. (2) the 

western belt and (3) the NOrth eastern belt can be 

classified into four categories: (a) Cereal crops, 

(b) Cash crops, {c) Pulses and (d) Vegetables. These 

crops were divided into both the seasons, though their 

proportion varied from pargana to pargana and season 

to season. During the Kharif season BaJ.2E2 (Bulr.ush 
.t' 

millet) ~war, _Eadgy, Maize, Kada, ~guni, .Y~ti ~Ghag_!}le, 

~an9wa were some of the important cereal:crops in this 

54 
reg ion. The cash crops were .£2-.!!Q.!}, suga~ca~, .21.!-

d T b · t 55 A 1 mbe f 1 ~~_.2, _o acc_g, .£~y e c. , arge nu r o pu ses 

i.e • .t1:2th 1:1..2.2ESI (Centils), Chela (Aryan millet), JJE_g 
56 etc. were grown in all three belts of Ha~1ana. Masoor 

-------
53. Arsatha of Pargana Narnaul, Vikram samvat, 1818-22/ 

TI61-b5"A.n: . 
54. Arsatha, Pargana Narnaul, v.s. 1818-22, 1827 to 1830/ 

1761-65, 1770-1773 A.D. 

55. .!1?..!9· 
56. lli~· 



54 

was a pulse grown only in southern belt of Haryana. 

Vegetable crops covered a significant area in different 

tracts of the region. A large number of vegetable crops 

like 1'.2£! .t1.9~li Kachar (a kind of Muskmelon), Ghiya (Gourd), 

Bangan (Brinjal), Kakri, ~atermelon, Onion, Carrot etc. 

were some of the important crops of the western belt of 

57 the region under study. 

The important foodcrops of Rabi harvest were ~~, 

]_2rley, _9E§!!1 1 and other mixed crops. These mixed crops 

were ".9.2S~~ni" (mixture of wheat and g_ram), "guj i" or 

"_gojar~·· (mixture of· wheat an:J. '3a.j ara), "9e1hari" {mixture 

of gram and Barley). Among the cash crops of Rabi we 

had oilseeds, Ajwain, Sarson (Mustard) etc. Tobacco 

and Sugarcane were produced in Rabi harvest. All the 

58 
zabti crops were not cash crops. Similarly many crops 

which were assessed under the ]ata~~lnsi system were also 

59 
marketable crops. All the parganas under study were 

growing almost all types of crops though in varying 

proportion. 

In the zabti areas of the western belt of Haryana, 

60 vegetable crops were grown in large number. . Prominent 

57. Ibid. 
58. 'Cr'O'Ps like Maize a foodcrop were assessed under Zubti 

system in the western belt of Haryana/Arwatha-Pargana 
Narnaul v.s. 1827/1770 A.D. 

59. Arsatha, Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1827-183/1770-1773 A.D. 
offieeds like Sarson (Mustard) arrl "Til" were assessed 
under Botai Jinsi system but were marketable crops. 

60. ~2~ - Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1821/1764 A.D. 
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among them were Mooli, Tori, Kachar, Ghiya (Gourd) and 

Carrot. The vegetables were grown in sandy soil and 

required frequent watering after sowing. Cash crops 

came next to the vegetable crops i ncludim _yani Cg,!to_!? 

_!1_gndwo etc. These cash crops were sown either in the 

areas of heavy rainfall or in the areas where water was 

not scarce. Maize was the only cereal crop sown in the 

61 Kharif harvest and assessed under the Zabti system. 

Under the batai jinsi system we find that stress was 

laid upon cereal crops like !I~ .E2j ar_2 _Qhaghlo etc.6 2 

Pulses under batai system formed an important part. 

Pulses like Moong, Moth and Urd (lintles) were grown 

63 in the kharif seasons. During the Rabi harvest 

vegetable as well as cash crops ~~minated the other 

crops in the zabti lands.64 Among the vegetable crops 

Carrnot, Watermelon, Onion, Brinjal were the important 

65 crops. 

Due to lack of ev ide nee we do not know of the 

area and crops under zabti and batai jinsi system 

61 • ..!~· 

62. Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1818, 1821, 1822, 
ls27,-i828/ 1761, 1764, 1765, 17qQ, 1771 A.D., 

63. Ibid. 

64. Ibid. 

65. .!!?~· 
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separately in the other two b~lts i.~. southern and 

north-eastern belt. The li~t of the crops of Delhi and 

Agra Subas given in the Ain-i.::~~bari and the sources of 

the ninteenth century clearly shows that all the four 

categories of crops as ~iscussed above existed in all 

the three belts. About the north e'astern belt which 

fell under Delhi suba, Abal Fazl has given a list of 

24 crops in the Kharif harvest which includes cash crops, 

cereal crops as well as pulses. Watermelon and •Kachalu' - --
are mentioned in the list which were used for vegetable 

purposes. Moth Mash arrl Lobiya are the pulses described 

by Abul Fazl. 

In the various parganas of the western belt of 

Haryana the proportion of foodcrops was higher as compared 

to other kinds of crops. The evidence shows that the 

cash crops were also grown in large numbers and the 

area under cultivation for cash crops was also significant. 

Though cash crops were grown in both the seasons, these 

were largely assessed according to the Zabti system. 

The pargana and yearwise break-up is given here in order 

to illustrate the position of various crops. 

Table 1 shows that during the harvest season of 

1761 A.D. cash crops covered about 26.1 per cent of the 

total cropped area assessed under the zabti system. 

Cereal crops covered 8.3 per cent and vegetable crops 

65.3 per cent of the total crops assessed. Among the 



Table 1: ~abti B~ghas .9! Pargana Na£naul 

--c /Y ar 1761 -~764----r765 ----1'766-
rops e 9"-:::-::: -- -- ---
--- PCA -f!L---~- PR _ffA..__fR _PC-!\_ PR 

carrot 
Poppy 
Kada 
VaR.i 
Bangan ' 
(Bri nj al) t 

Muskmelon' 
(Kharbuza) t 
Kabri 
Ajwain 
Mooli 
Watermelon 
Tobacco 
Maize 
Kuri 
Tori 
China 
Kachar 
Ghiya ' 
(Gourd) f 
Ariya 
Kaguni 

50.9 
18.6 
4.3 
4 
2.3 

9.5 
2. 2 
5.2 

0.4 
2. 3 

49 
14 

5 
9.4 
2. 2 

6.3 
2. 2 
7.8 
0.06 
0.4 
3.3 

67.9 

1.4 

5.3 
22.6 
0.7 
1. 2 
0.9 

68.7 

2. 2 

7.7 
19.1 
0.2 
1.3 
0.4 

34 
14.9 
0.4 

1.6 

0.5 

44.1 

42 
12.3 
0.5 

0.6 

0.2 

50.8 47.8 

27.7 34.7 

0.8 1.00 

2.5 1.1 

o. 3 0.3 

17.9 15 

KHARIF CROPS 

88 89.6 

2.3 3.5 

2 2.8 

7.7 4 

5'9 

1.00 

19. 1 
1.00 

12 

5 
2.8 

57 

1.3 

25 
0.2 

11. 3 

2. 3 
2.3 

50 

0.5 

40 
6 

3 

43 

50 
4J 

-
1~ 

------------------------·-------------- ----------------------------------------- -------------
Note: PCA = percentage of cropped Area (in bighas) 

PR = percentage of Revenue (in Rs.) 

source: Arsatha- Pargana Narnau, v.s. 1818, 1821, 1822, 1823, 1827, 1828/ 
1761, 1764, 1765, 1766, 1770, 1771, 1772 A.D. 



RABI CROPS 

'Crops?Years_ P6l =--=--1764 -=---1765 ---rnr---r7ro 1'1'! - _ _ll_ -- - PcL PCA PR PCA PR PCA PR Pg __ ffi__ PCL__ffi PR PCA ------------- ---------
car cot 48 50.4 46.9 75.7 30.1 34.3 52.7 58.2 61 61 6 3. 3 
Poppy 15.2 12 2.4 3 26.1 23 5.2 4.6 14.6 13.8 
MuslcmelOA 
(Kharbuza) 11.3 7.2 10.9 3.5 20.8 13.5 14 9.6 10 7 22.4 
Brinj al 
(BangaD) 1.7 2 2.4 2.1 2.5 3 ·o.1 o. 1 2. 4 3 3.7 
Chino 4.9 3.4 29.6 7.1 3 1. 8 13 e. 3 
Kakri 3.4 3.4 1.8 0.7 3.7 3.8 5.2 5.6 5 5 10.6 11~ 
WatermeloA o.4 0.4 o. 2 0.1 0.4 0.2 
Kada 2.7 3.1 0.6 0.2 1.7 2.2 4.1 4.7 
Ajwain 3. 7. 5.4 o.6 3 3. 2 5.2 0.3 o.s 0~ 1 o. 3 -
Tobacco 1 1.5 1.5 1. 3 4 6.4 4.7 7 2.4 4.5 
Dhaniya 2. 3 s.s 3.7 5.5 0.7 1. 1 . o. 2 0.3 
Mooli 7.3 11.1 0.4 0.04 0.4 0.2 -Kushbo - o. ·t 0.6 0.7 1.5 ~ 

Onion 2 2. 8 ------ ------ -- -------------
Source: Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul, v.s. 

1818, 1821 to 1823, 1827, 1828/ 
1761, 1764-1766, 1770-1772 A.D. 



Barley 64.5 55 
Wheat 34.7 44 
Gram 0.6 0.6 
Gochalli 0.1 0.1 
Jowar 61.5 
Mooag 4.6 
Bajara 10 
Moth ~ 
(Lintils) - 23.4 
Til 0.5 
Ghaghlo 
Urd --

( 
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KHARIF ~OPS 

-
59.5 80 76 48 45.1 87 85.2 
s. 3 o. 5 0.7 1.7 2.1 4..6 

12. 3 15.8 17.6 25.5 27.8 1.1 

22.5 3. 2 5.4 23.5 23.7 4.5 
0.3 0.1 o. 1 0.02 0.1 

2.5 

-- ___ __,_,_ 

Note: PJY = Percentage of Jinsi yielded 
(in maunds) 

PVJ = percentage of Value from Jinsi 
(in rupees) 

5.7 
1.4 

5.4 

2.1 

.source: Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul, v.s. 1818, 
1821-23, 1827-1829/ 1761, 1764-1766, 
1770-177 2 A.D. 

65.1 63.6 
5.3 5.e 

20.5 21.4 

8. 3 8. 3 
o. 2 o. 2 
0.4 o. 3 
0.1 0.1 

i -
51.6 47. 
14.2 16. 
7 7. 

27 28. 

0.1 o. 



cro'Ps?Year -1761 
------·----:EJY PVJ 

Barley 

Wheat 

Gochani 

Gram 

Bejhar 

Sarson ( 
(Mustard) t -

7 3. 7 

24. 2 

0.4 

0.7 

o.8 

o. 2 

68 

0.4 

1 

1 

0.2 

74.5 

24.3 

1 

o. 1 

60 

65.8 68.6 

33 31.3 

1 0.06 

0.1 o.o1 

59.3 68 

40 30.2 

0.1 1. 3 

o.os o.s 

RABI ~OPS 

60.5 

38 

1.4 

0.1 

70.7 

28.4 

0.6 

o. 2 

65.6 

33.3 

o. 8 

o. 2 

74.1 69 

25.4 30 

o. 3 

---------------------------------------------------~---------- ----------------------------------
source: Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul, 

v.s. 1818, 1821-23, 1827-
1829/ 1761, 1764-1766, 
1770-1772 A.D. 
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vegetable .f£!:..2! and ~arbu~ (MusJc:melon) were the 

most largely cultivated crops. carrot alone during ---
the ~E~ harvest in 1761 A.D. covered more than 50 

per cent of the total area assessed under Zabti system. 

Composition of Kharif crops during the 1764 A.D. indicates 

the domination of cash crops though in number cash crops 

were fewer than the vegetable crops. Cash crops consti-

tuted 90.5 per cent of the total crops assessed under 

the zabti system. A very small percentage of zabti area 

was devoted to the cultivation of vegetables. Food crops 

were cultivated only on 5.3 per cent of the total zabti 

area. Out of the total 90.5 per cent larrl c ul ti v ated 

under cash crops 67.9 per cent was cultivated under the 

crop .Y2.!!!· 

The Kharif crQps of 1765 A.D. show that on the 

land assessed under zabti system cultivation of the 

crop Vani declined as compared to the year 1764 A.D. 

In 1764 A.D. 67.9 per cent of the cul t1 vated land was 

under .Y.st.n.! but .in 1765 A.D. it was reduced to 48.6 per 

cent of the total land. Similarly land under cash crops 

in 1765 A.D. also declined significantly. Still cash 

crops dominated the other crops and the total zabti area 

under cash crops in 1765 A.D. was 63.5 per cent of the 

total land under cultivation. Area under vegetable crops 

also declined by about 2 per cent as compared to the· 
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year before. Area under cereal crops increased tremen­

dously from 5.3 per cent to 34 per cent of the total zabti 

area. Maize cultivation was·boosted up in this year. 

During the Kharif season of 1770 A.D. the size of 

cereal crops in the zabti area was abnormally small. 

The area under cash crops on the other hand increased. 

The area comprising cash crops was 95.7 per cent of the 

total area. Area under vegetable crops was almost the 

same as in the previous years, with little variations. 

Vegetable crops covered 2.3 per cent of the total area 

assessed under zabti system. 

In the area assessed under zabti system in 1771 A.D., 

the proportion of land under vegetable crops during the 

!harif season increased substantially. This year it was 

12 per cent of the total zabti land. Land under cash 

crops cultivation constituted 66 per cent of the total 

land. The cr~p composition of 1772 A.D. shows the increas­

ing importance of the cereal crops like ]@ize in the 

zabti area during the Kharif harvest. It seems that 

only those cereal crops were assessed under zabti system 

which could be easily sold in the market. Area under 

Maize cultivation increased every year. In 1772 A.D. 

during the Kharif harvest Maize cultivation covered 

40 per cent of the total zabti area. Vegetable crops 

covered only 0.5 per cent of the total zabti bighas. 
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Cash crops though declined in comparison to previous 

years, covered 53 per cent of the land assessed under 

zabti system. 

Table 2 shows that in pargana Narnaul during 1764 

A.D. 69.7 per cent of the zabti land was cultivated under 

vegetable crops during the Rabi harvest. Among vegetables 

the crop of carrot dominated and area under its cultiva­

tion covered 48 per cent of the total zabti area. Cash 

crops like Tobacco, Dhaniya etc. were cultivated over 

27. 2 per cent of the zabti land. Land under cereal crops 

was also in sizeable quantity. 

The evidence of 1765 A.D. shows the predominance 

of vegetable crops in the Rabi harvest in bighas assessed 

under zabti system. The area under vegetable crops in 

1765 A.D. constituted 92.2 per cent of the total culti­

vated area. Area under cash crops which was 27.2 per cent 

a year ago declined to 7. 2 per cent this year. The 

table shows decline in cereal crops. Though the area 

under cash crops declined in 1765 A.D. the table shows 

an increase in the area under tobacco cultivation which 

shows the growing importance of tobacco in the western 

belt of Haryana. 

In the Rabi harvest of 1770 A.D. vegetable crops 

gained prominence, over other crops covering 89.1 per 

cent of the total area under zabti system. In rest of 
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10.9 per cent of the area, cash crops like tQbacco, 

poppy, Aj\•ain etc. were sown. During 1771 A.D. as shown 

in the table 2 the vegetable and cash crops were in a 

dominant position. No pulses or cereal crops were 

assessed under the zabti system during the Rabi harvest. 

Vegetable crops in Rabi season covered 70.4 per cent of 

the total area assessed under zabti system. Cash crops 

on the other hand covered 28 per cent of the total area. 

Among vegetable crops carrot like most of the previous 

years predominated. Among the cash crops of this season 

poppy and tobacco were the prominent crops. 

The Kharif crops assessed under batai jinsi system 

is shown in the table 3. It shows that during 1761 A.D. 

all crops assessed under batai system \.Jere food.crops. 

Dur-ing 1764 A.D. 71.5 per cent of the total batai area 

was devoted to cereal crops. 28 per cent of the land 

was cultivated under pulses. Oilseeds like ''.!!! .. etc. 

covered only 0.5 per cent of the total batai land. The 

batai area cultivated under cereal crops in 1765 A.D. 

was 95.8 per cent of the total batai bighas. Foodcrops 

predominated over the pulses and oilseeds in the areas 

assessed under batai jinsi system. Land under pulses 

cultivation constituted only 3.7 per cent of the total area. 

Pulses during Kharif harvest in 1770 A.D. covered 

11.6 per cent of the total batai area. In rest of the 
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88.1 per cent of the area cereal crops were cultivated. 

Out of 88.1 of the batai area under cereal crops Jowar --
alone covered 85.2 per cent of the total cultivable land. 

The Kharif crops assessed under batai system during 

1772 A.D. shows that cereal crops as well as pulses 

maintained their dominance over the other crops. 

In the batai area under Rabi crops as shown in the 

table 4 foodcrops covered a major percentage of the land. 

In the year 1764 food crops constituted 99.8 per cent 

of the total crops. Oilseeds were also assessed under 

batai j insi system but area under their cultivation was 

abnormally low. The area under cereal crops in 1765 A.D. 

was 99.9 per cent of the total batai jinsi area. Among 

the cereal crops barley dominated other crops. Wheat 

came next. It was cultivated in 24.2 per cent..6f land 

assessed under batai system. Barley covered maximum 

land which constituted 68 per cent of the total land 

during 1770 A.D. Wheat came next covering 30.2 per cent 

of the total area. During 1772 A.D. only cereal crops 

like barley, wheat etc. were sown in the batai j insi 

area. 
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Table 5: Zabti Land of Pargana Rew~ 
~-ri--CROPS 1664 A.D. 

---c-ro_p_s ___ _ 
Percentage Percentage 

Kaguni 

Kachara 

Jowari 

Kheera 

Van! 

Chola 

Kuri-Varti 

Mandwa 

Tori 

Kada 

San 

Baj ara (Bulsush 
millet) 

Watermelon 

China 

of Cropped of Revenue 
Area (in (in rupees) 
bighas.L ____ _ 

11.8 

0.4 

2.4 

0.1 

29.1 

0.1 

48.7 

5.6 

0.3 

0.2 

0.2 

o. 3 

0.1 

0.1 

--
14. 3 

0.4 

3.1 

38. 2 

33.7 

8 

0.6 

0.1 

0.5 

o.~ 

o. 1 

---------------~--------------------·---------------

Table 6: ]~~~D.L2L.Eug~2~J!! 
KHARI F CROPS 1 4 A. D. 

Crops --P"ercentageo1-"Percentage of 
Jinsi yielded Revenue (ia 

_________ __l!n m~ds) rupee..!U_ __ 

Bajara (Bulrush 72 7 2. 7 millet) 

Jowar 11.4 a. 3 

Moth 14.3 15.4 

Moong 1.00 0.4 

Cotton 1.1 2.7 

Til 0.1 0.2 

urd 0.1 0.1 -- --
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Table 7: Zabti Area of PaEgana __ !!_~~~;:.! 
RABICROPS 1664 A:D.- -

______ cr __ o_p_s ________ __ 
Percentage-of----percentage"OT 
Cropped Area Revenue (in 
(in .bigha~.L--~--e-.e-.s~) ___ _ 

Tobacco 2.5 6 

srinjal 13.6 16.5 

Poppy 33.6 31.1 

Mooli 4 4.8 

Kakri 10.6 12.8 
Ajwain 1.4 2.1 
carrot 12.7 14.2 
Chino 19.1 8.8 

Karar 1. 3 1.7 
Onion 1. 2 1.8 

-~-- -- --
Table 8: Batai Area of Pargsna Rewari 

RABI CROPSl~ A.D-.----

--cropS Percentage or-Percentage --oe-
Jinsi yielded Revenue (in 

----------(in maunds) ru~es) 

Baj ara 18.1 19.5 

Gram 8.6 6 

Bej hari 1. 2 0.4 

Karar 0.1 1. 5 
Gochani 1.00 o. 3 
Wheat 2.00 3.1 

Masoor 0.1 

Sarson 0.1 0.1 
Peas o.s 
Barley 67.8 68.7 ---- --- ---
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Tables 5 to 8 show the crop composition of Rewari 

pargana during 1664 A.D. Table 5 indicates the dominance 

of Kharif over the other crops in the area assessed under 

zabti system. Area under cash crops constituted 78 per 

cent of the total zabti bighas. cereal crops covered 

17.9 per cent and vegetable crops only 1.1 per cent of 

the total area. 

In the Rabi harvest vegetable crops covered ground 

62.6 per cent of the total zabti bighas. The remaining of 

37.5 per cent of the bighas were sown under cash crops. 

The vegetable crops like carrot, Chino, Brinjal etc. were 

cultivated almost in equal number of bighas of land. 

Though no significant change can be noticed in the crop 

patterns of two parganas Rewari and Narnaul but the 

number of crops in zabti and batai jinsi area of pargana 

Rewari was .more than that of Narnaul pargana. Cotton 

crop finds mention only in the pargana Rewari and was 

assessed under batai system. Cotton cultivation does 

not find mention 1 n the sources pertaining to pargana 

Narnaul. The reason for this can be traced to the depth 

of water of this region. Cotton is a crop which needs 

frequent watering. The water requirement of the cotton 

crops could be~-met only in the areas where water level 

was near to the surface. In the pargana Narnaul ground 
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66 water was deep and thus made the cotton cultivation 

impracticable. In the pargana of Rewari on the other 

hand water was near the surface.67 .fucca as well as 
68 

~tcha well existed in this pargana for irrigational 

purposes which increased feasibility of cotton cultivation. 

Due to the lack of enough sources it is not possible 

to show any treo:i in the crop pattern of the region under 

study. But still with the yearwise break-up of differP.nt 

categories of crops we can analyse the increasing or 

decreasi rg importance of different crops. 

Table 9: .f~ntage_g..t_Area und!f differen!_f.E2.E§ 
KHARIF 

crops/Years--17641'16~17661770 1771 177 2 1773 --- --- -- ----
~_t!-~: 
Vegetable crops 4.2 2.5 3.6 2.3 12 o.s 0.1 
Cash crops 90.5 63.5 so. a 95.7 66 53 58.6 
Cereal crop!;l 5.3 34 45.6 2 21.9 46 40.5 
Pulses 
Oil seeds 

Batai area: --- • 
Vegetable crops 
Cash crops 
Cereal crops 71.5 95.8 74.1 88.1 89.1 85.6 86 
Pulses 28 3.7 25.8 11.6 10.7 14.3 14 
Oilseeds o.s __ ~1 o. 2 0! 1 --
---
66. F.c. Channing, Land Revenue settlement of_~Gurgaon 

Q!~., central-Jail Press, Lahore, p.8. · 

67. 1El9·' pp.7-8. 

68. ,!Eid. 
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---------------------------------------------------------
Zabti_~: 

Vegetable crops 
Cash crops 
Cereal crops 
Pulses 
Oil seeds 

§2-tai area: 

Vegetable crops 
Cash crops 

69.7 
27. 2 

2.7 

92.2 
7.2 

0.6 

61 
37.4 

70.4 100 
28 

Cereal crops 99.8 99.9 100 99.5 99.7 100 
Pulses 
.§ilsee~- _fh2 0.1 - __ o.s , _ _,o-" • ._.3.__ ______ _ 

Kharif 
As given in table 9 we find that in :_b_-. season the percen-

tage of cash crops under zabti system was much higher than 

that of cereal and vegetable crops. The btilk of cereal 

crops was assessed under the batai jinsi system. Oilseeds 

like Mustard (Sarson) and Til were sown in both Kharif --- ---
and Rabi seasons but were assessed only under batai jinsi 

system. Area under cereal crops in the Rabi harvest under 

zabti lands were not significant and in early seventies 

it totally vanished from the crop calender. It is not 

possible to discern any reliable trend in the crop pattern 

due to lack of adequate informations. NOnetheless, it 

is clear that a very high percentage of the cereal crops 

was assessed under the batai jinsi system. Vegetable 
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and cash crops on the other hand were assessed under 

the zabti system. However, jinsi system predominated 

over the zabti system in the western belt of Haryana as 

indicated by the low percentage of cultivated area devoted 

to the cash and vegetable crops. It is important to 

note here that both the superior and coarse varieties of 

foodcrops grown in this reg ion had become a commodity 

and were marketable. The foodgr ai ns produced in Haryana 

found their market in Delhi.
69 

This may partly explain 

why such a large proportion of the total cultivated area 

was devoted to the cultivation of foodcrops. 

The account of total cultivated area under zabti 

system in the pargana of Narnaul is given in various 

70 
~at has of the pargana. The area urrler batai j insi 

system is not mentioned in any of the available documents. 

The zabti land under cultivation in Rabi and Khar if harvest 

is shown in the table given below. 

Table 11: Area under Cultivation in Bighas 
ParganaNarnaul ---

'Cro£UYeaE.!_ 17611'764 1765 1766 

Rabi 421% 52~ 62~ 442~ 
Khar if 26 9 678 SOSJ, 
----------------

1770 1771 

350 '432 
228\ 551% 

177 2 1'773 
182\ 
430~ so~ 

69. H.M. Elliot & John Dawson, .!:.Y:~ory of India as told 
~~t~~-hi~!orians, vol.III, Kitab Mahal Pvt. 
Ltd., p.149. 

70. Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1818, 1821-1823/ 
1761, 1764 to 66 A.D. 
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The above table shows an increase in area under 

zabti system from 1761 to 1766 A.D. The increase might 

have been due to the growing importance of cash crops 

in the region. More and more cash crops were sown during 

this period and assessed under zabti system. The data 

from 1766 to 1770 A.D. are not available. ~~atha of 

1763 A.D. makes no mention of crops or ar~a under culti-

71 vation as the pargana was given on ljB!'ll• The pargana 

was declared "Jor!El~" and revenue collected through 

ljara~ for Kharif harvest was .~.9342 and 4 annas. 72 

The ~~~ of this year clearly mentions that the 

]Eomia of one village "].llakhri • had embezzled the revenue 

73 of the village. It seems that during this period of 

trouble the area under cultivation might have declined. 

The data of the area cultivated under zabtl system during 

the early seventies are inconsistent and fewer than those 

in the sixties. Though the area under batai system is 

not mentioned in the given sources, but as table 12 shows 

the revenue collected in kind under batai jinsi system 

declined. This decline explicitly shows that either the 

area under batai jinsi system had declined or the revenue 

collected in kind did not reach the state in full. 

71. Arsatha - Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1825/1768 A.D. 

7 2. .!E.!9· 
7 3. ~id. 
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Table 12: _E~nue Col.!,ected in maunds _fro~atai Jins i .2!:~ 

------- -- ------- -------
Wheat Barley Bajara Jowar Ghaghlo Mustard Gram Gochani Moth Til --- ---

1761 2875.75 53 37.4 22 sers 58.12 1. 3 2 

1764 3379 10299.10 288.4 1739.5 15 106 4~ 662 3 

1765 167 511. 27 626.19 3178.30 128 7.6 21.17 2. 12 

1766 3 385. 16 74 22 1286 2420 17. 2 29 333.16 1. 18 

1770 267 3 5934 19.15 14 9. 29 41.38 37 18.10 

1771 1959 4876 75 9. 28 2402 14. 25 11 4 3. 32 308 5. 17 

177 2 985 2869 109. 26 809.35 9.11 113 3 

177 3 126 956 37.29 

------------------ --- -----------------
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The other interesting phenomenon which one discerns 

from the examination of the proportion of revenue realized 

in cash and kind over a period of time was that the 

revenue realized in cash was much more than one in kirrl. 

It seems that during the 18th century there was an extension 

of the zabti system over.the batai areas. This has also 

been corroborated with the evidence from other records 

which clearly state that there was a growing tendency on 

the part of the peasants to pay revenue according to the 

74 zabti system, even for foodcrops. Perhaps it was due 

to the relative stability of the zabti rates per bigha 

durin; the late 17th and early 18th centuries when agri­

cultural prices were rising75 constantly that the zabti 

system tended to be more advantageous to the peasants Who 

were able to get some benefit-of the price rise. It can 

also be observed that the cash nexus were firmly established 

in this region inspite of the predominance of foodcrop 

c ul ti vat ion as compared to cash crops. The growing 

willingness on the part of peasants to pay cash revenue 

even for foodcrops is indicative of a growing demand for 

foo.:lcrops perhaps in the region of Delhi and Agra. 

-------
74. s. Nurul Hasan and s.P. Gupta, •Prices of foodgrains 

in the territories of Amber•, ~~, Patna, 1968, 
pp. 345-68. 

7 5. .!}?_!g. 
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~~~~of f~~~~;:~lijed_undeE 
~~.!,_and Batai Jinsi_~yste_m 

~IF CRQ!>.2 

Years Percentage ------Percentage---------
A.D. of reveaue of revenue 

according realized 
to Zabti from Batai 

-----------------~sy~~ ~l~n~s~i--·------------
1761 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1770 
1771 
1772 
177 3 

92.6 
85.9 
87.8 
93 
83 
93.5 
96 

7.4 
14 
12.2 
7 

17 
6.5 
4 ---------------- -----------------

RABI 

--Years ____ Percen"tage----per-c_e_n-:-t-a·g--e-----
A.D. of revenue of revenue 

according realized 
to Zabti from Batai 

-------~~em __ Ji~L--

1761 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 

69.5 
7 2. 2 
92.8 
76.6 
68.2 
73 
81 

---------------------
.!:'!!£~_£!_ FoodgE_!~ t 

30.5 
21 .a 
7.2 

23.4' 
31.8 
27 
18.8 

---------------------------

The movement of prices of agricultural crops have 

been studied by s. Nurul Hasan and S.P. Gupta for eastern 

Rajasthan for the period from 1650 to 1750 A.D. Apart 
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from the empirical study of eastern Rajasthan various 

other findings also show an upward trend of price rise 

during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. 

The rise in the prices of metal as well as other commo-

dities was so remarkable that this phenomenon has been 

termed as ·~~-~~elution" by some historians of 

76 economic history. Haryana region being one of those 

nearest to the Capital (Delhi) could not have remained 

unaffected by such price fluctuations. 

--crops - Zabtl rates----zabti rates-­
of Ain-i-Akbari during 1770 

_____ __i!~L A.D. (i~-~L-

carrot 0.30 3.30 

Poppy 1. 20 . 2.60 

Onion 0.84 3.40 

Ajwain 0.84 5.30 

Cotton o. 90 

Moth 0.30 1. 10 

Jowar 0.35 o. qo 
Wheat 0.62 1.40 

Barley 0.41 1.00 -- -- ------

76. Irfan_l:!,abib, ~rarian Syste~f ..Mughal-India, "-;:.;;,. 
Bombay, 196 3, p. 34 2. 
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The above table explicitly shows the differences 

in the prices given in M...!,l-.-.!::~ari and the prices of 

1770 A.D. ~rices had risen more than 100 per cent since 

the sixteenth century. The prices of cash crops, includ­

ing vegetables had risen more sharply than those of food­

grains. 

The data which we get for Haryana region do not 

pertain to many parganas and are not consistent. Prices 

of foodgrains only belonging to pargana Narnaul are 

available for a n~~er of years. we are therefore 

compelled to take this pargana as a representative area 

for the entire region. It may be assumed that the 

changes in the level of prices of foodgrains in pargana 

Narnaul would reflect similar trends for the other 

parganas of Haryana as well. The information of prices 

has been collected from the M~athas. The ~~.:!! 

show the actual sale price of the state's share of ·9t'ai.ns 

along with the. quantity sold. The grain was sold at 

different intervals. However, we have taken the average 

price of commodities, sold at different intervals within 

the season. Prices are given in terms of quantity 

available per rupee. Ho-wever, we 'have converted the 

prices in terms of ·rupee per maund. The movement of 

prices of foodgrai ns can be observed from the following 

table. 
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----year-g-·--~B-aj ar a Jow ar ---TIT--Moth- Urd-
__ _!:.D.!..----- ------- -------

1761 

1764 1.50 1. 20 3.60 1.20 

1765 1.00 o. 90 2. 70 1.30 

1766 0.60 0.50 2.60 0.60 

1770 1. 10 o. 90 2.30 1. 10 

1771 1.40 1. 30 1. 30 2.60 

177 2 1. 20 1.00 1.20 1.60 

177 3 1.00 o.ao 1.00 ------ ------

~bti cro.E!? 

Years ---whe'at BarleyGochani Gram---sej hari 
---~..;..._o __ • --

1761 

1764 

1765 

1766 

1770 

1771 

1772 

177 3 

1. 3 2 

1.50 

1.40 

1.00 

1.40 

1. 30 

1. 30 

--------------------

o. 90 

1.20 

1.00 

0.70 

1.00 

1.10 

1.10 

1. 20 1.06 

1.60 1.50 1.40 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.40 

2.00 

------
When we look at the chart of the prices of food-

grains for the crops of both the seasons, we find that 

there is a considerable fluctuation in the prices upto 

1773 A.D. In 1770 A.D. there is a strlden and steep 
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rise in the prices of almost all kinds of crops. This 

trend in the movement of prices largely fits into the 

pattern of prices established by s. Nurul Hasan for 

eastern Rajasthan. 

As we have discussed earlier the area under culti-

vation in Haryana was assessed according to two different 

methods i.e. zabti and batai system. Almost all the cash 

crops were assessed under the zabti system. From 1761 A.D. 

to 1765 A.D. the crops assessed under zabti system were 

77 more in num0er than the batai system. Crops under 

zabti system were always more than double those of batai 

system. But in 1766 A.D. in the Kharif harvest batai 

crops were more in number than the crops under zabti 

78 
system. Zabti crops in this year were six in number 

and the number of batai crops on the other hand was 

79 seven. aut in Rabi harvest again the old trend was 

resumed and crops under zabti system predominated the 

80 batai crops. 

During the early seventies of the 18th century the 

crops under zabti and batai area were almost equal in 

77. Arsath~Pargana Narnaul v.s. 1818-1822/1761-1765 
"'A.o:--

78. ~sath~, Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1823/1766 A.D. 

79. ~­

so. .!~· 
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81 numbers. But the total number of crops during these 

years had declined considrably. 82 As we have seen, the 

number of crops during 1764 A.D. in th~ Pargana of Narnaul 

was 12 in the Kharif harvest and 17 in the Rabi. 83 But 

the Kharif and· Rabi crops sown in 177 2 A.D. were only lO 

and 7.
84 

The same trend is visible during 1773 when only 

10 crops were sown in the Khar.if harvest and at the time 

of Rabi the pargana was given on ,!j~_3· 85 This declining 

number of crops in the pargana and in the end giving the 

charge of the pargana to Ij aradars indicates some kind 

of disturbance in the pargana. The Bhomias of the pargana 

might have ceased to pay the state's share and became 

rebellious. During 1768 A.D. the pargana of Narnaul was 

handed over to Ijaradars. 86 Out of the total of 175 

villages of the pargana 22 villages were declared trouble­

some (Jortalab). 87 

---------
81. Arsatha, Pargana Narnaul, v.s. 1827, 1828, 1829/ 

1770, 1771, 1772 A.D. 

-82.--.fbid. 

83. !:!.~~~ Pargana Narnaul - v.s.1821/1764 A.D. 

84. ~satha, Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1829/1772 A.D. 

85. ]!r_!l ~!12· Pargan~ Narnaul - v.s. 1830/177 3 A.D. 

86. _g~tha, Pargana Narnaul - v.s. 1825/1768 A.D. 

87. lbid. 



Due to this increasing trouble the state's share in 

the areas under batai decline:i as shown in table 12. The 

number of crops, as we have discussed above, had declined 

in the early seventies. In the areas under batai system 

the state•s share was declining as shown in the table 12. 

In 1766 A.D. the state's share in wheat production at the 

pargana was 3385 ~~ and 16 ~~· But we fin:l that in 

177 2 it was re:iuced to 985 ~ only. Similarly in the 

case of Barley the state•s share was reduced from 10299 

mans in 1764 A.D. to 2869 mans in 1772 A.D. In the case --- .,.._...-

of aower state•s share came down from 1739 !!12E§ in 1764. 

to 956 ~~in 1773 A.D. 

One can speculate on the seasons .for the declining 

share of the state in agricultural production as discussed 

by Irfan Habib in the ~grarian ~yst~~f Mughal Indi~. 

Jagirdars during the Mughal period could not manage the 

Jagirs as they pleased and had to conform to imperial 

regulatioAs. But in the later part o~ 17th and early 

18th centuries there seems to have been a tendency, 

increasing in its effect with the passage of time, to 

raise the revenue demand to a still higher magnitude 

derived from the very nature of the Jagirdari system. 

Under these conditions, it must have been inevitable that 

the actual burden on the peasantry became so heavy in 

some areas as to amount to depriving it of the means of 
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survival. The collection of revenue of this magnitude 

from peasants who had no possession or assets from which 

to pay could not be a heal thy development. Tflhen the 

"~~yatis" (raiyat-peasants) could not pay the revenue 

they were subjected to punishment. Ultimately the peasants 

either started abandoning the lands to migrate to those 

parts of the country where repression was less, or rose 

into arms largely under the leadership of zamindars 

(Bhomias). This ultimately led to the decline of agri­

cultural production. Consequently share of the state also 

declined. Since there is no evidence to show that 

repression or demand for revenue was less in the terri­

tories of those zamindars (Bhomias) where the peasants 

mi9rated, the above stated argument of Irfan Habib in 

open to question. 

The embezzlement of the entire revenue by the 

Bh2~ of their respective zamindars can be another 

reason. Since ~..hQ~ill had close social ties with the 

peasantry due to their social custom and caste factors 

and they needed money to maintain an army or to build 

a fort, it became easy for them to extract revenue from 

the peasantry and to use it for their fight against 

the imperial forces. In Narnaul pargana during 1768 

A.D. the peasants under the leadership of ~hom~ became 
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rebellious and the Bhomia had embezzled the revenue of ----
88 a village, though due to the paucity of the sources 

much evidences cannot be cited of this nature pertaining 

to Haryana reg~on. But if we look at the sources of 

adjoining regions of Haryana i.e. eastern Rajasthan and 

Mewat region, we will find a lot of evidence showing 

embezzlement of the revenue by the ]hernias. 

During the period under study, Rajputs, Jats, Meos, 

Khangzadas and Minas were the zamindars (9homi as) in the 

89 
Mewat region. The most recalcitrant element among the 

zamindars was the _tl~~ segment of the !~hhawa clan. 

There are numerous references of the seditious activities 

of the.J::!aruka zamindars. In a number of documents they 

have been accused of forcibly collecting the land revenue 

and its misappropriation at the cost of Jagirdars. They 

embezzle:i entire "J:I2sil" of 1~ villages in pargana ':£'oda 

~", 90 
and 13 villages in pargana ~~pur 91 and all 

92 
villages in pargana !E~· The imperial Jagirdars 

complained to the Mughal court that the Narukas plundered 

-------
88. 1!2.!9· 

89. Abul Fa~, ffin-i-Akbari, vol.II, 2E• cit., pp.203-05. 

90. l!zdasht, dt. Katik vadi-14, v.s. 1744/1687 A.D. 

91 • .&.rsatha, Pargana Hasanpur, v.s. 1747/1690 A.D., 
V:s:-1'70/1713 A.D. 

92. Fhirhashti-Dehai - Pargana Khohri, v.s. 1775 to 1807/ 
1718 to 1750 A.D. 
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4 lakh rupees from 14 parganas of 1Uw~ Sarkar. The 

imperial Jagirdars even after using the military force 

93 could collect only 3000 maunds of foodgrains. The 

attitude of other Rajput zamindars was almost similar 

to that of the ~Ekas. we find that land revenue of 

84 villages in pargana g.!j~h, .§~~~ ~ and ]:i2sanpur 

was embezzled by the .f!iE.£hnots and Chauh!!,B zamindars who 

94 refused to pay arrears of revenue to the Jagirdars. 

s~ Khan, an imperial mansabdar, was informed by 

the Vakya newis (news writer) that his Jagir was plundered 

by the Panchnot Rajput zamindars. They carried away 

foodgrain, hurses and ~.20,000 with them.
95 ~~hwant 

.§j..Q.gh Klnot, an Ij aradar of the villages in pargana 

96 
~hahri, embezzled the land revenue of two villages. 

The Jat zamind.ars were also actively indulged in 

robber/-y and plundering in the Sarkar of I!!~ and _§ahar 

and whole region between ~---2~ (Agra) to ~_!?.laha~ 

93. ~~~ dt., ASadh vadi-5, v.s. 1742/1685 A.D. 

94. Arzdasht dt., Mqngsir vadi-2, v.s. 1774/1687 A.D. 
ArZdasht dt., Asadh Su:li-6, v.s. 1774/1687 A.D. 
~daSht dt., Fagun Sudi-1, V.S. 1746/1689 A.D. 
ArZdasht dt., MQngsir Su:ii-2, v.s. 1740/1683 A.D. 
]rzdasht dt., Katik Sudi-6, V.S. 1746/1689 A.D. 

95. ~zdasht dt., Katik Vadi-13, v.s. 1742/1685 A.D. 

96. Fhishashti-Dehoi - Pargana Khohri dt., v.s. 1768/ 
m1 A.D., dt:-:-1770/1713 A.D., dt., 1771/1714 A.D. 
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(Delhi) 97 Pargana ~hohri was also captured by the Jat 

zamindars. The imperial Jagirdar lodged a complaint in 

the Mughal court that the Jat zami ndar, Chura!!l2,!l Bad a_!! 

~ingh and his allies had not deposited the land revenue 

of 75 villages in pargana .!S_hohri alrl ,!?ahari. 98 

Not enough data are available for the pargana of 

.!!!~· The ~tteer~ and ~ttlement Reports of 19th 

century show that in Hissar pargana the Kharif cultivation 

99 
was more popular than Rabi. The importance of Rabi 

crops was increasing constantly in the Nalee tract of --
this pargana. Rabi crops gained prominence in the Nalee 

circle due to the availability of water near the surface 

which made well irrigation possible. 100 Nalee tract of 

pargana of g~~~·!fansi, Fatihaba2 and ill~ was rich 

in cotton cultivation. 101 In the Nalee tract the soil 

97. Fhirahshti-Dehai - Pargana Khohri, 
1807"71711 tol75o A.D. 

dt., v.s. 1768 to 

Arsatha - Pargana Khohri v.s. 1773/1716 A.D. 
chi this - Pargana Khohri v .s. 17 84/17 27 A.D. 
Chlthis - Pargana Khohri, v.s. 1785/17 28 A.D. 
Chi this - Pargana Khohri, v.s. 1786/17 29 A.D. 
Chi this - Pargana Khohri, v.s. 1789/1732 A.D. -

98. 112.!.9· 
99. C.A.H. Townsend, Third Revised settlement of ~ 

~issar .Distt., 19~1o;-p.l.----

1 0 0. I b id • , p • 3. 

101. C.A.H. Townsend, Hissar distt., QP. cit., p.22; 
C.M. King, Final ~port-on-5ecorialReV!Sion of the 
R~ular setti~ment of the Sirsa and Fazilka TahSll, 
19o0-1904;-civll-and Military Gazetteer PresS:-p:S. 
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102 . 
was generally hard clay, a soil sui tabl~=> for c·otton 

cultivation with enough water. Jowar was sown in the 

tract where the nature of soil was light. 103 

In the pargana of Sirsa where soil was sandy and 

depth of water was low, only rain-based Kharif crops 

were sown. Very little Rabi was sown in this circle 

because the winter rains were too scanty to permit success­

ful Rabi cultivation. 104 Kharif crops were sown as soon 

as the rain fell. 105 In case of good rain-fall near the 

106 end of September Rabi crops were sown. Due to lack of 

irrigation works a major part of Sirsa land remained 

uncultivated. The principal crops of Sirsa pargana were 

the Bulrush millet (Bajara) in the Kharif and a mixture 

of Gram and Barley (Bejhar) in the Rabi harvest. 107 

.B.2!.!!!~ astern (?~.! t: 

The two annual crops were sown in the pargana of 

Karnal and there crops were known as ~awani" for the 

102. C.A.H. Townsend- Hissar Dis~.,~· ££!•, p.t. 

103. !!?.!2· 

1·04. C.M. King, lli~_and Fazilka Tahsil, .2L>• £it., p.28. 

105. ~id. 

106. ~· 

107. lbid. 
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autumn or Kharif crops and "§arhj • or ".!;,;@r i" for the 

108 spring or Rabi crops. As soon as the rain fell the 

land was to be ploughed for the autumn crops, but after 

sowing it did not require muech attention. 9ut much 

attention was to be paid to the spring crops. The 

extensive input of labour in the Rabi harvest can be 

visualized by loo~inq at.the following table. 

As shown in the table wheat Barley and Gaj i needed 

equal number of ploughings before sowing as. well as equal 

number of waterlilg after::scwiag~. ;;<:JHand hoeing was not 

needed for these crops. Poppy was a crop which needed 

extensive care. It required 10 to 12 ploughing before 

sowing and watering after every 4th or 5th day. It was 

sown in the M~.h.i (September-October) arrl was reaped 

in _ghet (March-April). 

In the northern .!2hseeldari of pargana Karnal where 

water was new the surface and the use of the Persian 

wheel was possible. Methi (Fenugreek) was sown with 

cotton and Maize. 109 Maize was the crop which needed 

plenty of water and a little fresh manure. 110 It grew 

108. D.C.J. Ibbetson, !_gnal Distt., .2!?• .£!.!., pp.166-67. 

109. lE~·, p.174. 

110. lEJ2., p.184. 
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'Crops-N::>. or- No. or- No. of---~-Jhen sown -----Ttihen reaped 
Plough- Water- hand 

---- ings __ ___!Eg __ __b.ge ing _______ ----------------------------

Wheat 

Barley 

Goji 

Gram 

Linseed 

PI\lstard 

China 

Kaguni 

Tobacco 

Onion 

Carr-ot 

Turnip 

Methi & 
Sinj i 

Poppy 

4 to 8 

4 to 8 

4 to·8 

2 

2 

8 

6 

5 to 7 

4 to 5 

4 to 8 

4 to 6 

5 

4 to 8 0 

4 to 8 0 

4 to 8 0 

0 0 

sown in 0 
sailabi 

3 to 4 1 

10 to 16 0 

5 to 6 1 

15 3 to 5 

16 3 

3 to 4 0 

3 to 5 o 

2 to 3 0 

10 to 12 Every 4th 10 to 12 
or 5th 

-~arti'k & Mingsir (Oct., 
Nov. & Dec.) 

.. 

.. 
Bhadon (Auf:J. -Sept.) 

Ass uhj (Sept-Oct.) 

.. 
Phagan & Saw an (Feb.­
March & July-Aug.) 

Chet, Sawan, Bhadon 
(March-April, Aug. -sept.) 

Karti 'k (Oct.- tbv.) 

Magh (Jan.-Feb.) 

Assuhj (Sept. -Oct. ) 

20th Bhadon to 10th Asuhj 
(Aug.-Sept, Oct.) 

Kartik ((()'ct. -Nov.) 

Assuhj (Sept. -Oct.) 

Bysakh {April-May) 

Chet (March-.1\pril) 

Bysakh (April-May) 

.. 

.. 

chet (Marefl-1\pril) 

Bysakh, Karti'k, Mangsir 
(April-May, Oct., Nov. 

Dec.) 

Bhadon, Assuhj (Aug.-Sept., 
oct.) 

Jet, Har (f11ay~'. Jut\~, July) 

.. 
Chet (r1arch-Apr il) 

Mangsir to M.agh (Nov., 
Dec. to Feb. ) 

Phagan and Chet (Fe'b., 
March & Apri 1) 

Chet (r1arch-.~pril) 

------~Y---------------------------·------------------------.-
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best in the light soi 1, well in sandy soil but it would 

not grow in very stiff soil. 111 

Baj ara (Bullrush millet} was sown, as the first 

rain fell, in the sandy soil as it retained moisture for 

1'2 a long time. ~ Moth was also sown in light and sandy 

soil with the first rainfall. 113 Gram grew best in the 

stiffest soil and hardly at all in sandy soil. 114 The 

very stiff da~ fields where rice was grown, was ploughed 

up once after the paddy was cut, so as to break it up 

into large hard clads, in the crevices between which the 

115 
Gram grew. ~~ (Mustard) was generally grown with 

wheat or gram often in rows along the fields and took 

its chance with them. 116 It ripens in Phagan, the earliest 

of all Rabi crops except Toria. 117 Tobacco was sown in 

Magh or Phagan (February or March) and the plant got 

----
111. I b.!.:!· 
112. lli3•1 p.187. 

113. ~-
114. .!~·" p.lqO • 

115. lE.M· 
116.o .!a:!s!·" p. 191. 

117 • .!£id. 
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118 ready to cut in .!l~ or ~ {June or July). It was 

best grown in nice loamy soil neither too stiff nor too 

119 open. ~~ was grown in f"airly stiff soil but chiefly 

in the Khadir and there only in a small quantity. 120 Wheat 

was grown almost in every kind of soils, except the very 

stiffest where barley took its place. 121 Sugarcane grew 

best in fairly stiff loa~ and worst in sandy soi1. 122 

Jowar was sown in medium loam and it was not grown at all 

in very sandy soi1. 123 It was very seldom manured or 

irr !gated. 124 

Sou!!).ern belt: 

Wheat and Cotton were the main crops of this tract. 125 

For wheat, land ought to be ploughed for five or six times. 

Crop was watered every twenty days or so getting some 

three or five waterings according to the character of _____ , __ _ 
118. ~-· p.192. 

119. ~-

120. ,!bi~. 

121. A. Kensington, settlement ReQgrt of the Ambala Distt. -
j§93, Civil & MT1itary Gazetteer Press, p733: ____ ___ 

122. D. C.J. Ibbetson, ~~.12!ill•, .212• Sll•, p. 158. 

123. 112.!2·. p.175. 

124. Ib~. 

125. F.C. Channing, Land Revenue settlement of the Gurgaon 
Q~!!·• Central-Jaii press;-Lafiore, p~-------
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the winter rain and crop was reaped in the beginning 

of the ~ysakh i.e. middle of the April. 126 Barley was 

sown at the same time or some ten days before wheat. 127 

Land was ploughed once or twice and it could do with 

one or two fewer watering and it was rarely if ever 

weeded. 128 It was cut some fifteen days before wheat. 

Gram in the pargana of ~gao1,1 was sown with a drill in 

October or NOvember before barley, after one or two 

ploughings. It· was rarely·if ever irrigated from wells 

nor was it weeded. 129 It was reaped about the same time 

as wheat. Double crop system was also in practice. 130 

If the rain had been very heavy and the prospects of 

the Rabi were good. the Jowar was cut before it was ripe 

as to make room for the second crop. 

In pargana ~~~ .. cotton in artificial irrigated 

area was sown after a •_palewar • (a period of 15 :lays) 

from_fhet or Jet131 (April or June). In rainfed lards 

cotton would often be followed by Gram and on the canal 

irrigat~ laDi by Moth and Masoor. 132 More often however 

---
126. Ibid., p.64 • 

127. .!Bid. 

128. _!Eid. 

129. 1~- .. p.65. 

130. Jbid., p.66. 

131. Punjab Govt., Puntab Distt. Gazetteer, vol.III A, Rohtak 
Distt. 1910, ClVi and~I!tary Gazetteer Press, p:loo:-

132. _!bid., p.101. 
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the ground was allowed a fallow or given two fallows 

and than sown with wheat. In the areas irrigated by 

well both wheat and barley were probably sown without 

a preliminary watering if the well was not brackish. 

Indigo was also grown in the pargana Rohtak, but later 

on it vanished from the crop clander. 133 Gowar was 

grown as a fodder crop. 

Besi1es cultivation cattle were also reared in 

large numbers in the pargana of Rohtak. The oxen of 

the villages around ~~ and ~~~g~ had a special 

reputation, which was sai:1 to be due to the fact that 

the Nawab of Jhajjar kept some bulls of the ~gore 

breed (locally called Bondh) at a village ~uch~kwas 

to improve the cattle breed of that area. 134 The 
varied 

quality of Haryana cattleLfrom tract to tract. The 

cattle of Jhajjar, Rohtak, Mehem, and Hansi were of the 

135 best size and quality. The havier animals were found 

to the north of Rohtak (Mehem) and Hansi. 136 The cattle 

--,-~------

13 3 • .!E12· 
134. santokh Singh, A cattle surv~f Rohtak Distt • 

.!E_Punjel?- 19~5,The boardof Economic survey­
Punjab, p. 1. 

135. I:gid. 

136 • .!bid. 
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"?7 
of Sampla were smaller than the cattle of Jhajjar • ..L.J 

The cattle of Rohtak and Hansi due to their si7.e and 

energy were more suitable for agricultural purposes than 

138 those of Hissar pargana. 

The peasants of this tract owned large herds of 

cattle and ordinarily sold some 30,000 bullocks annually 

at the fairs of Sirsa, Hissar and Georgegarh for expact 

139 to the north and east. Thus ordinarily the tract 

had a much large number of cattle than were necessary 

for its own agricultural requirements. The peasants 

reared cattle because a loss of even a large number of 

cattle was not so serious to the peasants as the loss 

of a single crop. For example, the value of the 1,50,000 

cattle that had died in Gurgaon in 1877-78 was little 

more than 15 lakhs of rupees, but the loss due to the 

failure of crops in the same year must have been at least 

.50 lakhs of rupees. 140 

.frop_;:E~£!!: 

It has been argued by Dr. Harbans Mukhia and some 

other historians that crop-rotation did not exist in 

-------
137. Ibid. -
138. _!bid., p. 2. 

139 • .!~~., p.6. 

140 • .!ill·, p. 9. 
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Medieval India. However if we revi~w the functioning 

of agricultural structure of Haryana we find sources 

which show that crop-rotation in some parts of this 

region could have been possible. 

The concli tions required for crop-rotation in a 

country is the high fertility of the soil and lack of 

water scarcity which in turn ensures the fertility of 

the soil. The argument that can be put forward to support 

the feasibility of crop-rotation is that Indian agricul-

ture in Medieval India was confined to the most fertile 

lands. It was because of the fertility of the land that 

Indian soil produced yield ratio of 1:12 in medieval 

period while the lands of European countriE"s produced 

141 only yield ratio of 1:2 or 1:~. Manure is also 

essential for the fertility of the land in order to 

practise crop-rotation. Manure can be available easily 

if cattle are reared in abundance. The~~~ and 

the ~lement Reports and various other documents 

explicitly show that cattle were reared in abundance 

142 in Haryana. Since the fertile land and cattle for 

the purpose of manure were available, crop-rotation 

141. Harbans Mukhia, •Agricultural Technology in Medieval 
North India .. in A. Roy and s.K. Bagchi, eds., 
Technol?.lY in Ancient and Medieval India, New Delhi, 
19'Sb, p. 114. 

142. santokh Singh, h cattle~~, 2P• £1!•• p.1. 
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could be practised provided there was no scarcity of 

water. Thus the crop-rotation could be practised iA 

the areas of heavy rainfall, wells, canals and lakes 

where water availability was not a problem. 

In the western belt of Haryana cotton was sown 

in well irrigated area during March/April and in the 

rainfed areas in June/July. It began to bear in August/ 

september and october /November respectively. Wheat, 

Barley and Gram were sown in the late November or early 

December and were reaped in the middle of April. Thus 
1 43 cotton could be rotated with Wheat, Barley and Gram.~ 

It is not too much to say that crop-rotation was 

practised if we explain the term "rotation" to mean 

the principles which helped a farmer in determining 

the requirements in soil consituents of the variou~ 

kinds of crops. The farmer planted them in such order 

of succession that when one crop had exhausted the land 

of one of its elements another crop should be planted 

in its place next year which does not require that 

particular nutrient to ensure its growth and which 

moreover, by its own exuvie tends to restore to the 

soil the particular constituent of which it was deprived 

by the previous crop. In Cir-Sutlej regions like Haryana 

143. F.c. Channing, gurgaon Distt., ~· cit., pp.63-64. 
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Barley aD::i Gram followed rice, Tobacco~ followed cotton, 

sugarcane sometimes was grown after Maize. 144 Thus the 

rotation of crops commenced. 

It was quite the exception for Barani land to be 

double Wofasli) and it could be done only under very 

exceptional circumstances. When Baj ar a ha:i been so'Nn 

in Jet it ripened and was cut in Sawan and if there was --
rain, than Gram for Rabi was sown in the same land or 

wheg Kharif sowing had failed, but there was fair rain 

for Rabi sowing the Kharif was ploughed up and gram was 

sown. 145 

In the Hissar pargana of the western belt of Haryana 

cotton was rotated with some Rabi crops and after Rabi 

"g~" was sown, so that the leaves of Gowar became 

manure and prepared the soil for the subsequent Rabi 

crop. 146 The Rabi crop following Gowar would be wheat 

and in the next Kharif "Ch~· or cotton would take place. 

-------
144. Boden Powell, !£2E£mic Products of Punjab, 1868, 

145. C.M. King, !;!!~ar !?ist~., .21?• ~g., p.168. 

146. P.J. Fagan & C.M. King, _t>un~..Eistt. Gazetteers, 
volume II A, Hissar Distt. and Loharu State - 1904, 
Civil and Military Gazetteer-press, pp.168-70. 
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Thus the rotation would continue. 147 Abul Fazl in~­

i-Akbari mentions the crops at the Suba of Delhi Spring - -
harvest includes Wheat and Barley and Autumn harvest 

includes cotton. On the basis of these argu~ents we can 

say that crop-rotation in medieval India could have been 

practised. 

147. Ibid. -· 



CHAPTER IV 

NON-AGRICULTURAL ffiODUCTION AID TRADE 

The social and economic structure of Medieval India 

was overwhelmingly based on agrarian economy. A major 

section of society was engaged in the agrarian production 

process and forme:i the most important component of the 

village society of medieval India. 

The artisans and traders formed another important 

section of the village society. It is essential to study 

the role of artisans and traders in the village economy 

throu~h non-agricultural production process in order to 

have a total view of the medieval Indian village society. 

The peasants in the village did most of the work of 

agriculture proper and their wives carried out the house-

hold chore. But the work requiring special skill such 

as iron-smithy, carpentery, or leather work, weaving or 

dying or work meant for the whole village was performed 

by men of the caste whose special occupation it was and 

they were usually paid in kirrl. 1 Almost all the implements 

were made by the village carpenter, blacksmith and leather 

worker in return for their customary dues. The cost of 

J. Wilson, Final Relort on the Revision of settle­
ment of the-Sirsa o Sff;-fni>Uni~ - 1874-83, 
caicu€ta Central-Press, 'P:T8o7 ·--



99 

making and repairing various articles concerning agricul-

t ure was borne by the peasants. The zamindars had to 

pay only the cost price of th~ material useJ unless he 

provided it himself. Sometimes even the cost price of 

the material was not paid. 2 9arnier, Pelsairt and other 

European observers have suggested that the grandees freely 

exploited the artisans paying him "half the wage or nothing 

at all." That the c u:lgel and. the whip - the long and 

terrible "Korrah" which hung at very "amir•s" door were 

3 freely used to coerce artisans. 

Various sections of village society which were 

involved in non-agricultural production, manufactlli"ed 

several commodities for the consumption of the village 

as well as for trade • 

.!:S_yrn~: In the Sirsa pargana of the western belt 

of the region under stu:iy, the ~~!§" were partly 

engaged in agriculture but chiefly in potter•s work, 

making bricks and earthen dishes and vessels of all 

sorts. They also kept donkeyes and employed them in 

carrying grain and other goods for hire. A potter's 

2. 

3. 

Punjab Govt., Punjab Distt. Gazetteer, vol.II, 
Rohtak Distt. -:-n1o,civi1 arrl Miiltary Gazetteer 
P-r-ess;-P. 1M: 

Tapan Roy Chaudhary and Irfan Habib, Cambridg~ 
Economic Histqry of India, vol.I, Cambridge Univ. P-ress, London, p:266. __ _ 
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dues were a "~" per "_ulo.und" or on Sutlej, where culti-
1'1 

vation was possible with the well water, three mo~s 

per well or 1~ ~~" (measure) per plough for potter 

work and 4 "!ope" per 12 mom:l1s or 7~ "tope" per 

4 
for carrying the grain. 

"Men" -

Chamar: All the leather work of the village was ---
done by "_g_b.amars" or "li<?chis •. They' also worked as 

labourers in the fields for wages in money or in kind. 

But in the pargana of sirsa land was so plentiful that 

many of the Chamars were ordinary tenants, and had given 

up their ancestral profession. They became prosperous 

cultivators, just a little inferior to ".::2.1§". 5 "~~" 

also dij the weaving of blankets and coarse cotton clothes 

in the villages inhabited by Hindus. Their place as 

weavers was taken in Muslim villages by "Julahas" or 

as they were called by Punjabis "Paolis". 6 Chamars also 

made and mended shoes of high caste people. They also 

helped in fields and dij ~~" of the village such as 

fetching grass, putting up tents, carrying load etc. 

In return for this the Chamars got the skin and flesh 

of claven footed animals that died in the village while 

-------
4. J. Wilson, .§.!E!2 Distt., ~·_sit., p.106. 

s. ~. 

6. .!B.M· 
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7 
those of the camel and horse went to the ".f!:Erhas ", a 

caste bela-~ Chamars in the hierarchy of social status. 

19.!::¥2= .b.ll the iron work of the village was done 

by ".f..£tl~" (blacksmith). Lohar received at harvest time 

one ."~" per mound of the total produce, sometimes 

8 
limited to 25 "sers" per plough. ~!!" {carpenter) 

was another artisan of the village and contributed to 

the self-sufficiency of the village society.
9 

"!hatis" 

made various wooden implements of daily need but not cart 

and Persian wheel. The Khati•s share for his work was 

one ser per mound. Besides, there were other artisans 

like ~2ni2!" the maker and seller of Bangles, ~j" or 

"ll!E~ ", masons and brick layers, ";Zula~" the weaver, 

"~!Y~" or "E2!9raze• the dyers of cloth, ~hatik" the 

tanner of leather etc. 

There is little reason to doubt that the bulk of 

the rural manufactures in this oeriod, as earlier and 

later, were produced by the heriditary artisan castes 

bound to the dominated agriculturist castes by traditional 

ties of the client-patron relationship and collectively 

maintained like their fellow service caste groups. 

7. .£?..!~· 

a. .!!2id. 

9. ~-
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Heriditarily fixed~:.sbare of the ·village pro:luce consti­

tuted their main income. 10 

Haryana region during the 18th century had very 

few manufacturing industries. There were no manufactures 

or factories beyond the cotton ginning factories at 

Hansi. Bhi i d H . 11 wan an 1ssar pargana~ A large income 

was made by the sale of cattle in these pargan.as, a point 

that was not overlooked in the assessment imposed upon 

the peasantry. At Narnaul country shoes, silver buttons, 

nut crackers, and ·~~· (legs) for bed were manufactured. 

All these articles were for local trade. 12 The ~hulk~" 

or silk embroi~ery of the village maidens of Hissar and 

other parganas was considered excellent. 13 

Some manufactures in the villages of Karnal pargana 

in the North-eastern belt of Haryana were weaving in 

cotton and wool~soap making, making pottery and bricks 

and minor handicrafts such as the making of baskets and 

14 mats. These were all manufactured by the people 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Tapan Roy Chaudhary and Irfan Habib, .!212• .£!!·, 
P• 27 9. 

C.A.H. Townsand, Third Revised settlement of the 
_t!issar Distt., 1906-1910;-p.);---- ---

B.s. Nijjar, g~jab under later Mugha!§, New Academic 
Publishing Company, Jullurrlhur, p.223. 

Ibi~., p.226. 

D.C.J •. Ibbetson, ~rt on th~ Revision of Settlement 
E.L.!n~anypat tahSIIancll<arna1Parg.-,n~01-K'arna1 --­
!2!ill·, Al ahabad Pioneer Press, p. 1 <N. 
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themselves or by menials. The latter either provi:Hn:;;r 

the finished articles as part of their ~egar• or being 

paid for their work almost ah·Jays in grain. In the city 

of Karnal several handicra~ts were known for their great 

perfection, being relics of the days of the old canton-

ments. The city was particularly famous for shoe-making. 

Many thousarrl pairs of boo.ts were sent to army regiments . 

to all over the country. The city of Karnal was famous 

for the manufacture of copper and Brass vessels and skin 

Jars {Kupa) for holding "Ghi" and "Oil ... These copper 

and brass vessels and skin Jars (Kupa) were exported 

from this city in considerable numbers. Apart from 

all these there also existed a glass foundry. 15 

Kalanaur town of Rohtak pargana in the southern 

belt of Haryana, at one time, .,1as famous for its saddlery, 

made of bullocks hide and highly decorated by the insertion 

of strips of different colours. Dyeing was once a specia-

llty of Jhajjar and some other tahsils of pargana 

16 Gurgaon. These areas in fact were indigo producing 

areas once. During the 18th century its cultivation no 

longer held an important place in the cro~clander and 

-------

16. Punjab Govt., £E.DJ.~Distt. Gazetteer, .21?• £it., 
p.130. 
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started declini~g. These areas were famous for indigo 

cultivation precisely because the ground water here 

was of brackish nature and land contained salt. The 

17 ground water, containing salt was in fact essential 

for indigo cultivation and manufacture. As a mart, Agra 

owed much of its prominence to the indigo trade. The 

best indigo in the world ·grew in its neighbourhocxi and 

besides being sent to all parts of India it had an inter-

national market. Formerly it used to be taken to l@Eore 

for sale to merchants from the Middle East. But with 

the opening of the sea borne commerce with Europe, Agra 

became the chief, if not the sole, emporium. The English 

concentrated on supplies from Gujarat and the Agra region, 

while the Dutch tapped the coromandel sources as well. 

The history of indigo highlights the price-responsive 

character of India•s agro-manufactures. After the 1630s 

famine its output declined because foodgrain fetched 

higher prices and also because the producers of non-

foodgrain crops had been among the first casualties. 

The evidence relating to coromandel also suggests that 

whenever there was a decline in demand, the producers of 

such crops quickly shifted to subsistence agriculture. 

17. F.C. Channing, Land Revenue Settlement of the 
~9.§.2!} Di~_!!. ,-ceil'tral'JaTI---press I Labore, p. 7. 



105 

The variety of indigo grown in Mewat including some parts 

of Haryana was for local consumption and various other 

markets in India. 18 

Later on when the indigo cultivation declined, the 

people of these areas started making salt with the brackish 

well water. Almost all the salt villages were within the 

pargana of Gurgaon, Rohtak and Rewari • 19 But those 

producing the best salt were in the Jhajjar pargana. 

Salt was generally classified into two kinds - the 

•sa.l§_mbha" and the "Sultanpur". 20 The latter kind of 

salt was the best. "salambha" salt was made in the "NOh" 

pargana of the southern belt which contained twelve salt 

villages, !::l2192• .E2Eika, ~taka, ]2,!, !_herl2, Noh, 1:12-.ngli, 

.§.§laheri, J:!.Eozpur, Audhar, Ni~.J2..2.£ and ~lambha. 21 The 

salt wells (Namak ka kuan) can still be seen at various 

places in the above-mentioned parganas. The "Su_!~puri" 

salt was made in the pargana of !~3Eggar, ~harsa and 

Jh2li2E· 22 Jhajjar pargana contained five salt making 

19. Boden, H. Powell, Handbook of the Economic Products 
of the Punjab, voi:I;-1868, Thomso"n Civil Engineering 
cOI lege Press, p. 75. -

20. ,!bid. 

21. l~· 

22. !bid. 
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villages, Sul~E.I?ur, Mubar3!19?~, ~ia~-2£, Zah§:eur and 

23 
~atihapur. There were altogether ten manufactures in 

the Mdhal of Sul tanpur, three of which were situated in 

24 the Gurgaon an:i seven in Rohtak pargana. 

As regard the villages in the Jharsa pargana produc-

ing Sultanpuri salt, it would appear that no notice was 

taken of the manufacture during the early 18th century, 

but during Begum samroo's rule over the region she collected 

half an "Anna• per ]@und on the salt when manufactured 

and on its sale from 10 to 20 rupees on every ~.100/­

realized.25 Table 1 shows the salt producing area for 

the Salambha kind. 

Name~the Area producing salt 
___ vi 1~~--------- (in_Eigha~----

Nizampur 
Malab 
Noh 
Dundoheri 
Kherla 
Untka 
Salambha 
Firozpur 
Sallaheri 
Adbar 
Tain 
Bai 

23. l!?id. 

24. Ibid. 

25. Ibid. 

Total 

15 
80 
60 

1 
20 
10 

4 
2 
8 
1 
1 
5 

267 
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Besides the pargana:; of Gurgaon, Rohtak etc., pargana 

Rewari was also famous for some important manufactures. 

There was a large and important manufacture of hardware 

at Rewari town. Shoes were made at "Sohn_s". Glass 

bangles were also manufactured at sohna. Iron vessels 

were made at Daf_§£Ur and _!_2!}kri in Rewari pargana arrl 

there were the usual manufactures of coarse cotton cloth, 

and rough blankets but none of these industries except 

the hardware manufactures of Rewari were of any signi­

fieaoce.26 The most important industry in this pargana 

after that of agriculture was the manufacture of salt 

by the evaporation of brine raised from wells. 

The north-eastern belt of Haryana produced "Sal 

2J!l!!l2ni ac" or "E2~hadar" for local consumption as well 

27 as for trade with other parts of the country." "Sal 

~!!)!!).Q..!?iac" or "Naushadar" had been manufactured for ages 

by the potters or ~umhars" of the Kaithal and "Gula" 

28 tehsils of the Karnal pargana. It was produced chiefly 

in the "Gula" tehsil and more than anywhere else at the 

29 
village "g~tallah". Th~ only village in which it was 

26. F.C. Channing, gurgaon Dis_!!., .2.E• cit., p.61. 

27. Boden H. Powell, !~Qmi£_~ducts_g_L~~fab, 
.2.E· ill·, p. 8 9. 

28. ~~. 

29. lE~· 
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manufactured in the Kaithal tahsil was ~anus•. It 

was sold by the potters at 8 ·~~· per mound to the 

Mahajans who exported it to Bhiwani, Delhi, Farukabad 

30 and Mirzapur in the North-t'lest provinces. 

Flexible sandstone,. "§2_ng-i.::.Larz~ 14 was obtained 

from the Kalyana hills in the pargana MDadri• of the 

31 
Jind territory. Inferior marble ".!S2~i::~Patthar• 

was also obtained from the pargana. 

was a marble which took a good polish; nevertheless, it 

was much used for making the first quality of 14£bE~,. 

(1 ime). 32 

Traders and manufacturers gained a vital importance 

in the society of Haryana during the 18th century. Trade 

existed both in agricultural as well as non-3gricultural 

products. Being one of the most fertile and nearest 

regions to the Capital (Delhi) Haryana had benefited 

the people of Delhi, through its trade. Delhi and 

various towns in Haryana had not only to be fed by the 

countryside but to be supplied also with raw materials 

for: their manufactures. The raw materials brought into 

the towns were probably confined only to those required 

3 O. Ibid. 

31. !bid., p. 35. 

32. _!bid. 
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for the luxury trade or for the ultimate use of the 

urban population. 

Apart from the inter-pargana trade Haryana•s hinter-

land covered many important trade routes. Two such major 

routes which passed through Haryana region were from 

§~.!_to Garrlhar via Panipat, Ambala, Lahore and Kabul 

and from Surat to Gandhar via Hansi, Hissar, Bhatnair and 

Kabul. The route vi a Kabul had for ever been a great 

commercial centre, a meeting place for merchants from 

Iran and countries to the north alrl a depot for goods 

entering the Punjab via the Khaibar pass and then down 

the Grand Trank road to Lahore and further to Delhi via 

Panipat and Karnal in the Haryana region. 

Trade of various parganas of Haryana with other 

parts of the Empire in various comrnodi ties supported 

the economy of the region considerably. Some of the 

articles like ~!al", "_!_2bac.£Q", "Q!~" and "~I?ices" 

etc. w.ere imported in the pargana of Sirsa from Delhi 

and Bikaner. 33 The Sirsa pargana had for many years 

produced a large quantity of "Ghi" (clarified butter) 

over and above its own requirements for export North­

wards to Firozpur and eastward to Delhi.
34 

It was sold 

3 3 • 

34. 

J. Wilson, §~l~~!l!~-~EgE!_of ~ir_23LQ!~);., 
.212· cit., p.1;~3. 

Ibid., p.300. 
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to the richer classes or stored for sale and export. 

These traders of Sirsa pargana were called "Rains•. 

According to one tradition "Rains" of Ghaggar were 

originally Rajputs living near ttuch" on the Panj nad 

near Multan. The ancestors of these "Rains• (Rajputs) 

disguised themselves as market ~~!§· This trade 

was followed by .._Arains" or ~E~..b.§" of the neighbourhood. 

The ancestors from Q£h came and settled on the Ghaggar 

in the Sirsa pargana and until the famine of 1816 Sambat 

(1759 A.D.). They held the whole of the Sotar or 

Ghaggar valley from Bhatnair upwards to near Tohana, · 

being at that time in possession of 117, or according 

35 to some of 360 villages. The famine of 1759 A.D. 

ruined many of them and as the Mughal empire decayed 

they were more and more exposed to the predatory attacks 

of their neighbours. the Bhattis. The famined 1840 

Sambat (1783 A.D.) broke then altogether and drove most 

of them from the country to settle across the Jamuna, 

36 near Bareilly and Rampur. 

It seems that during the days of famine the grain 

from 9ikaner was imported through the Ellanabad tehsil 

in the Sirsa pargana in exchange for sugar, clothes and 

35. !£~ .• pp.97-8. 

36. Ibid. 
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metal vessels. The metal vessels might have been expor­

ted from pargana Karnal and sugar and clothes from 

further east. Sometimes foodgrains from the western 

belt of Haryana were exported also. The trade in grain 

consisted·chiefly in the export of Barley, gram, and 

oilseeds from dry tracts towards Multan and Karachi and 

varied with the nature of harvests and demand in that 

direction. 31 Rew material li lee "Ghi" foodgr ains etc. 

for cooking various kinds of sweets and foodstuffs were 

exported to various towns in Haryana and big cities like 

Delhi and Agra. We know that a variety of manufactured 

foodstuffs like "oil", "butter", "Ghi", salt arrl sugar 

were among the staples of the inter-regional trade. Of 

these "Ghi" was definitely a part of the daily diet of 

the urban poor in northern India and cooked food and 

sweets were in demand in all urban markets like Delhi 

where these goods were transported from Haryana. In 

describing Agra ~~£!que mentions "dainties" of all 

sorts in the numerous bazars and entire streets whooly 

occupied by skilled sweet makers. Lahore's brilliantly 

lighted bazars had a great number of occupied tents or 

cook-shops exhaling the aroma of spicy dishes and 

displayiag large spits bearing the flesh of winged 

37. Ibid., p.194. 
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During the 18th century the external trade of 

Bikaner state in Rajasthan was flourishin;J arrl Rajgarh 

was famous as a trading centre. Various trading groups 

(Karvans) including some from Haryana came and stayed 

39 
at Rajgarh for the exchange of goods. Various commo-

dities from Punjab and Kashmir following the trade routes 

of 9hiwaRi and Hissar went to Rajgarh. 40 Similarly 

various gocx:ls like Muslin, In1igo, Sugar, iron, and 

tobacco from the eastern countries passed to Rajgarh 

"Mandi" through the territories of Delhi and pargana 

Rewar1. 41 Another route which catered to trade with 

other parts of the Mughal empire was from Shiwani pargana 

to Pali, Jodhpur, Ajmer etc. The trading centre Sujangarh 

on this trade route had its advantage as a depot. 42 

Nuh area of the Gurgaon pargana, as we have dis-

cussed earlier, was famous for producing salt. The 

salt produced here was in demand in the North-western 

provinces, and the trade was chiefly carried in salt 

38. Tapan Roy Chaudhary & Irfan Habib, Carrbridge 
!conomic Hi~!Y__£L.,!ndia, £12• _£_!!.-;-p. 2~4.-

39. Gauri Shankar Ojha, Bikaner B.~~Ka Itihas, 
samvat, 1996, Ajmer, p.24. 

40. ..D?id· 

41. ,!bi~. 

42. see next page. 
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through HOdal, Kasi. Mathura to the markets of North-

43 western provinces. 

In the north-eastern belt of Haryana trad~ also 

existed in agricultural produce. The pargana of Ambala 

in ordinary years was self-supporting and there was a 

considerable margin for export which could not at any 

rate have been lower than ten lakhs of maunds. 44 It 

was wheat which was principally exported and not the 

inferior grain. Maize was the staple food of the agri-

cultural c~asses for six months of the year and after 

the spring harvest wheat and gram were mixed for consump-

4c: 
tion so long as wheat was cheap. - This trade with 

other parts of the country in various commodities like 

foodgrains, sugar, butter and salt was organised on 

peculiar lines by the famous caste of "Banjaras" who 

had a practical monopoly of this trade. 46 

4 2. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

P.~!. Powett, Gazetteer of the Bikaner State, - ------~---1874, Govt. Press, p.144. 

F.c. Channing, Gurgaon_Distt., £P• cit., p.130. 

Clem-G-Parsons, An Administrative Handbook of 
Ambala Distt., i898, -civil andMi!"Itary Gazette 
"'Press. p.-es. 

Irfan Habib, ~rarian SY§tem-.2!_Mughal In§..!2• 
E:E• cit., p.62. 
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Besides the external trade inter-pargana trade 

also played an important role in the economy of this 

reg ion. Local trade in Haryana was very brisk. some 

of the towns in Haryana had its indigenous industry 

having a great bearing on internal trade which depended 

much on the economic conditions of the people. Manu-

factures of different towns which were of great local 

use were changing hands from one village to the other. 

The potter• s wheel, the spinner •s spinning rod, the 

weaver's spindle everywhere in Haryana ran at fall speed 

to meet the people•s demand and the local merchants of 

this internal trade were equally active to cope with 

the situation. Among the commodities of trade silver 

cups, gold and silver buttons were exported from 

47 
Narnaul. Thin sheets of gold were wrapped round the 

silver to make gold wire, while pure bar silver, with 

48 an alloy of copper to stiffen it was used. The wire 

was then used in the manufacture of gold and silver 

lace, which was said to be superior to that made in 

Delhi, though it was not so light as the };)est quality 

49 
wire. 

4 7. B.S. Nij jar, ~jab _J!nder Late~ugh-2!§, E:E• .s!.!:• , 
p. 2 22. 

48. .!Eid. 

4 9. 112~· 
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The town of Podwal in Gurgaon pargana was an 

important centre of a fair agricultural trade. It 

contained a large proportion of brick-building. The 

town of Firozpur on the other hand had good Bazars and 
. 

a considerable local trade, especially in cotton, was 

conducted from here. 

In the pargana of Rohtak, local trade was largely 

conducted by the villagers themselves and especially 

50 by Jats. These people in the hot weather when the 

bullocks would otherwise be idle, started with their 

cart, brought salt from "~wani" or Bajara or Moth from 

Hansi and Hissar and exchanged it for "Gur" or cotton 

in the villagers. They carried the goods obtained 

through exchange to the high lands and further exchanged 

them with gram and finally sold the~ at Karnal or 

Panipat either buyir~ sugar to carry it to their respective 

places or they carried goods for hire. .Traders from 

Kai thal and Pat ial a would bring down gram or "Gh1" on 

pack bullocks and cross into the Doab where they brought 

oil or oilseeds and then return and exchange them for 

"Gur" to take home. Some of the articles like metals, 

tobacco, drugs, and spices were imported from Delhi and 

Bikaner. Articles, quantity and income from trade with 

SO. D. C.J. Ibbetson, !2£nal Dis~., E~· £!1·, p. 202. 
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Doab is shown in the table given belCM. 

Goods ---~M-a_u_rrl-::s-----cliStomdU.es 

--------------------------------
(in Rs._L_ __ 

sugar 27~017 87082 
Gur 2425i6 24554 
Cloth 167880 5183 
Leather 1502 
Safflower 3248 2820 
Miscellaneous 3580 -------------------------------------------------------Total 688691 124721 ------ ---------------- ---------

-----aoods-----------·~M---a-und~-s-------- custom-nues ____ __ 
________________ _jin Rs.) 

Oi lseeds 56616 87 94 
Cotton 20520 10260 
Salt 56107 90057 
Sal ammoniac 25 8 3 206 7 
Iron 4766 3400 
Timber 5200 
Wool 641 481 
Miscellaneous . 3008 ------------------------------------------------------
Total 141233 123261 

The above given table 2 shows that various goods 

which were not manufactured in Haryana region were 

imported from the Doab region. The goods like cloth 

was not produced in Haryana. Only coarse cotton cloth 

and rough blankets were made at some centres of Pargana 

Rewari and in the north-eastern belt of Haryana. Thus 

the cloth for the consumption of the people of this region 
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as well as for export to some of the territories of 

Raj as than like Rajgarh and Bikaner, was imported from 

the Doab country. Besides cloth, sugar Gur, leather 

etc. were also imported from Doab. Various commodities 

produced in Haryana were exported to Doab like oilseeds, 

cotton, salt, raw wool etc. The raw wool might have 

been produced in the western belt of Haryana, as the 

peasants here reared camels and sheep in abun1ance. 

This inter-pargana trade may be called purely 

rural commerce. This trade was carried on in various 

commodities as we have discussed earlier like sugar, 

oil, salt etc. This trade was carried on by professional 

traders like ~EY-9 1 ~~ or Rora and Khat;:! etc. as 

well as by peasants themselves in the off seasons. 

Though this inter-pargana trade augmented the revenue 

paying capacity of the peasants involved in it, they 

had to part with their produce in lieu of land revenue 

and in such cases it was the potentates, the ,!a~1~ 

or their agents who must have arranged for its sale. 

As we know lan:i in Haryana region was assessed under 

Batai Jinsi and Zabti system, the peasants had to sell ---- --
the produce of the area assessed under zabti system to 

pay revenue in cash, and there he had to sell it himself. 

This he might have often done by carting his produce to 



-118 

the local market or the town. or in the case, at any 

rate, of high grade crop like indigo he might be approa­

ched in the v.illages by merchants interested in the 

trade. But it is possible that a very large number of 

peasants were not able to reach the open market at all, 

being compelled to sell on contracted terms to their 

creditors. Whether the creditors were merchants or the 

village money-lenders the result was always to depress 

the pcice received by the peasants. However it was not 

as if the peasants not bound in this manner, were able 

to obtain anything like a fair return. Their urgent 

need for cash to pay the revenue and keep themselves 

alive, forced them to sell as soon as the harvest came 

into their hands while the merchants could usually afford 

to wait. 

Our ing the 18th century Haryana region passed 

through what might be called an intermediate economy 

which functioned not at the level of Bazars of the large 

towns nor in the village periodic marts (hatts) where 

peasants exchanged petty commodities amongst themselves­

but in the fixed gentry seat (Qasbah) an:i the fairs 

organized from time to time. It were the traders and 

manufactures who flourished in this intermediate economy. 

Attendenc:e in "fai!:..§" or "~las" which combined devotion 

and amusement constituted one of the few pleasures of 
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the ordinary peasants. Chief among the fairs of Gurgaon 

pargana was that of the Goddess of small pox. 

51 whose temple was located in Gurgaon town. 

"Massani" ----I 
A small 

"Hela" took place there every Thursday except in the 

month of "Sawan" perhaps on account of the busy season 

of sowing. In the Rewari pargana at the village ~aroda" 

a fair was held on the 26th of ".fhait ". 52 Besides this, 

a largely attended fatr in honour of Devi (Goddess) was 

held twice a year at Beri on 7th and 8th of "Chait" and 

"~~~gj •. In Gohana town of Rohtak pargana a fair 

was organized from 9th to 13th Rajab in honour of Sultan 

~arruk Hussain. 53 Similarly two fairs for the sale of 

cattle and various other commoditi~s took place at 

Jahazgarh in September and March. These fairs were 

also a source of income to the surrounding villages 

who sold fodder there. These fairs were immediately 

succeeded by a donkey fair of Beri and by a cattle fair 

of ".!?~2~" in the pargana of Rohtak. 54 

This intermediate economy of Haryana region must 

have increased the revenue paying capacity not only of 

51. F.C. Channing, ~5non Di~!·, .2E• .£.!!•, p. 38. 

52. .!bid. 

53. Punjab Govt., Bohtak Di~!., .2E• £it., p.67. 

54. ..!!;?id. 
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the peasants but of traders and artisans as they were 

also tax~ by the state officially till Emperor Aurang-

zeb abolished various cesses. Aurangzeb gave orders for 

the remission of the "E.2~ri" (Toll) which was collected 

on every highway (Guzar) frontier and ferry, and brought 

in a large sum of revenue to the state. He also remitted 

the "Pandari" a ground or house cess, which was paid 

throughout the imperial dominion, by every tradesman, 

dealer, the butcher, the potter, the green grocer, the 

draper, jeweller and banker. Other cesses, lawful as 

well as unlawful as the ".§~~~..! • (Census), ~~­

..§.!}Effiari• (a tax on goats), "Bar-gad_!• the .. .fh£!" 

(grazing tax) of the Banj aras, the "T~" the collec­

tions from the fairs held at the festivals of Muhamdan 

saints, at the "Jatras" or fairs of the Hindus, held near . ----
temples, throughout the country fer and wide, when lakhs 

of peopl~ assembled once a year and where buying and 

selling of all kinds took place. The tax~s, on "~£!Lits" 

on "g~mbl.!.!!g house~•, on "]!.2!_hel_§", the fines, thank­

offerings and the fourth part of debt recovered with the 

help of magistrates from creditors. These and other 

imports nearly eighty in number which brought in crores 

of rupees to the public treasury, were all abolished 

throughout Hi rrloostan. 
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Although these taxes were remitted and orders were 

issued strictly prohibiting their collection, the avari­

cious propensities of men prevailed, so that with the 

exception of the "g~9.iiE.! • which being mostly obtained 

from the capital and the chief cities, felt the force of 

abolition, the royal prohibition had no effect, and 

"!,.g.uid_2E~" arrl ".!!_ag_!rdars• did not withhold their harrls 

from these exactions. Firstly because throughout the 

imperial dominion in the reign of Aurangzeb and after 

no fear and dread of punishment remained in the heart 

of Jagirdars, Faujdars arid zamindars and secondly because 

the revenue officers through inattention or want of 

consideration or with an eye on profit contrary to what 

was intended, mode deductions (for these cesses) from 

the "taEk~" accounts of these Jagirdars. Thus the 

Jagirdars under the pretext that the amount of these 

cesses was enterEd in their "_llnk~,!:! • papers continued 

to collect the ",Bahdari • aJXl many others of the abolished 

imports and even increased them. Since no enquiries were 

made, ~he zamindars also extracted more money on roads 

within their boun::lries than what has collected on roads 

55 under loyal officers. 

-----·---
55. H.M. Elliot and Jhon Dowson, History of India as 

told ~ts own historians, vo1:~, Kitab~ahal 
Pvt:-Ltd. :pp. 2'7 4 -7e.---



122 

During the 18th century the Jagirdars and other 

administrative officials exploited the traders and merchants 

of this region by exacting certain cesses which had been 

abolished by the imperial regulations. Arrl they exacted 

a bigger amount of money in the form of cesses than what 

was legal according to the imperial regulations. After 

its reimposition during the 18th century when the decline 

of the Mughal Empire started, the peasants, largely under 

the leadership of zamindars rose in arms against the 

imperial rule anj this created insecurity for the traders. 

On the basis of available sources it can be argued 

that sophistication in the agricultural equipments, 

introduction of new crops, more and more cultivation 

of cash crops at a time when prices were going up, must 

have improved the economic condition of the peasants, 

and must have helped the trade to flourish. The manu­

facturiQg sector in Mughal India on the other hand was 

certainly not stagnant. The expansion of the domestic 

and foreign markets and rising public expenditure on 

urban developments, public monuments and army, suggests 

an upward trend in the output of trade. 

These factors in turn should have stabilized and 

strengthened the trade activities in this region. But 

it seems that it did not happen because the political 

disorder during that time had an edverse effect on trade. 
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The zamind.ars had been in intermittent revolt against 

Mughal suzeranity. In 1779 A.D. when twenty years of 

"Shah Alam•s• reign had elapsed, in every corner of the 

kingdom people aspired to exercise independence. Allahabad, 

Oudh, Etawah, Shukohabad and the whole country of the 

Afghans (Rohillas) were in the possession of the Nawab 

'N'azir Asafu-d-daula and the whole country of Bengal had 

been subjected by the strong arms of the 1 Firingis•. The 

country of Jats was under "Naj af Khan" and the Dakhi.n was 

partly under Ni.zam Ali Khan and party under Marathas. 

The Sikhs had almost the whole suba of Punjab, Lahore 

and Mul tan. Haryana was subject to the plundering acti­

vities of Sikhs, Bhattis and Marathas. The pargana of 

Hissar and the northern belt of Haryana was perpetually 

over-run by the Sikhs during the 18th century despite 

the resistance of the combined forces of Bhattis and 

imperial forces. The Marathas during this period brought 

forcibly under their subjection the territory of the 

Dakhin and the provinces of Gujarat and Malwa and 

carried the process of subjugation to such a pitch as 

to pillage and lay waste the cities, towns and village 

around Agra and Delhi and to leave the good name and 

property of none, whether high or low, unmolested. 56 

56. _!.Qid., vol •. VIII, p.73. 
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In this state of political disorder the traders 

and trade routes became more and more exposed to the 

predatory attacks of rebel zamindars and other invaders 

like Bhattis, Sikhs, and Marathas. The decline in trade 

can be perceived from the fact that the traders during 

18th century started deserting the Haryana region partly 

due to the effect of famine. and· partly due to the political 

disorder and trade insecurity. Due to the political dis-

order in the Eastern Rajasthan the traders of pargaDa 

57 Noher had migrated to the western belt of Haryana and 

from their they migrated to settle across the Jamuna 

near Bareilly and Rampur. 

57. !~gad RiB~!; Bikaner, No.47, Samvat 1896, p.167. 
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CONCLUSION 

Haryana region due to its vital strategic aDd 

economic significance began to attract the attention 

of the central authority ever since the establishment 

of Delhi Sultanate. A survey of the economic develop­

ments of Haryana would show that changes in its economic 

life were not as swift as in political life. But the 

_economy too changed initially at a slow pace and fairly 

rapidly in the century under review. 

As discussed in chapter III agricultural techniques 

and practices, essential for the development of agriculture, 

acquired a gooi deal of sophistication during the eighteen­

th century, particularly in the substitution of new crops 

for old. The peasants were clearly responding to the 

demands of the market for the dominant patterm indicated 

the growing of cash crops in place of foodgrains. The 

peasants knew where their advantage lay and were willing 

to alter the mode of labour and capital investment to 

increase the advantage. 

It would appear from the evidence used in this 

dissertation that inspite of political disorder during 

the eighteenth century in Haryana agricultural production 

and trade did not necessarily decline. On the other hand, 
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sophistication in the agricultural techniques took place. 

The area under cash crops was expanding and developments 

were taking place in non-agrarian field also. 

These developments in agrarian as well as non­

agrarian economy coulq not be sustained without the 

extension of zabti system at the expense of the batai 

area. This could not have been feasible unless it found 

enough market within ani outside Haryana region. Agri­

cultural and non-agricultural produce had its markets 

outside Haryana region as we have discussed in chapter III. 

The people of Haryana shouldered the responsibility of 

providing foodgrains and other commodities for the consump­

tion of the nobility and other inhabitants of Delhi. 

Various goods from Haryana region were supplied to the 

market of Delhi ·an::l to some extent the market of Agra. 

On the face of it, the growing emphasis on cash crops 

suggests rising urban demand; however, a definitive state­

ment in this regard must await a more detailed study 

of pattern of trade in the region. 

If the political disorder caused by intermittent 

revolt of zamindars (Bhomias) and peasantry against 

Mughal suzeranity did not necessarily lea~ to the decline 

of agricultural prod oct ion arrl trade i~ might still have 

put a limit to the expansion of trade. In other words 

it might be a worthwhile enterprise to speculate whether 
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agriculture and trade could have registered a more 

impressive growth, given conditions of stable law-and­

order. It is however safe to say that the economy of 

Haryana region was predominantly agrarian. Non-agrarian 

economy, though it existed, was a marginal one and did 

not lead to the growth of large towns. The trade did 

grow but it was practised at the level of Qasba only. 
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