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1€ on elfort is nede to detordne the oxect corpo-
nento and eatalytic foctors tovarda ¢ vicble foreodgn policy
os woll oo & vicble forcign policy decicionwrighiing, one
would almout incvitobly drift ¢o the tizcs=honourcd tools
beoet on o threc~lovol anolyosis vizs detorrinetion of goels
ot preliminary otoge with reforenee o0 the neods and copaw
bilitles; the actusl 4 plecntotion of postuloted rolicy
or objcctives in on objrctive nonne:r, (hilch cakes for changgs
fzom timo to tino €5 sove it if {ron the bone of obzolone
cence and finolly tho aspoctn of coowuleted 'ox ericnce’
ond otudy of grvc#ﬂanta, enclstdecl otudy of tho poast and
on th t buois olong, & coneroto orogras otion for tho futurc,
although it wvoula Do on injustiecs to relecto envone of these
irportent gtogoes to o ceccondlery pozition, it muot be ayhos
cisced thot tho third or tho ‘rovicuevorioble' is porheps
tho ot Loortont anl vitzl facter in sound foreign prolicy,

cnd {ored n policy decision-oihidng,

Indin's omerjense into o wefor rojioncl powoer in tho
seventios, beought into proadnence cortein foctors vhich
hithurto wore not given prise considerction. An iaortent
foctor cwong then porteinced to the isoge snd influenco of
this country in the rodons In tho 9ructica\af intcrnce
tioncl diplomaecy tho convoutional wicdon of thoe agoeold

1

edage "Folicltis maltos hedbeot adens®” 4o culto reversed.

1 "spocperity has nony £riendo® (from Letin).
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Rise to promincnce and prospority of a country Anctoed of
winning it friends, quito poarsdoxicolly, incurs the 4ro of
its neighbourse The promincnes, soral end idcological,
thet India echicoved &n the fortics ond {iftico was st the
;ﬁﬁt of 4ts antogondasm with s ‘big nrothor! - Chinu, and
vhich ultiratoly culzinoted in a hu-ilicting owporicnce for
india 4in 1902, it 4s only to overt, or forcuorn egoinst
such simoring sheneniolins, to urdete, to make forcion
policy rore objoctive and profound thit accdorie studlcs
on topicn of in.cdMoete nutionel intorcsto cre nofdo ond only

in thdo 1lig.t thoy are to b iaterprctods. |

The « rogont stuly entitlad "dalturel 4AfE4nity end
hutionel.zncurtst t ., stuly of Indo-gurition Interoctionc”
a0s as its pricory ole, tho issue yhothor 4 ©ill not be
proser for india to activete contests vith L.ouritiuc on
ghalred porecstisns of the procent doy world reinforecd by
an sctive oolleboration in econo.dc ond technicel nottcrs
fasteed of haririny on the rhetoric of '‘motherland-syndroro?
(nd comon culturcel heriteges In theogoticol terms it
means an snolysis of whot chould yroveil ovor what vhen it
cores to concrete national intoructo versus cultural end
cthnic factors vhorever they enict, ihe arpurents given
t:nd to fovour the former and cofinciliontclly tho receont
genercl clections ia leuritius heove ell but roefiirmcd tho

contantion thot single-sidcd ermhecis on culturul and cthnic



113

factors can in the long run prove detrimental to country’s
"interesto, becouse chort of other sharcd perocptions, it
signifios only a restricted ophore of commwonality, ocuite
feeble to sustain a viable and enduring reletionshin, All
the enelycos vorlables whether thoy be cconomic or politico-
strateglc, point in the came diroction,

Heuritiuo is o tiny islend of (ascorene volconie group
with an cros of 720 sguarc miles with Medogoastar 590 miles
to the cost, Hombesa 1100 miles to the northwest and India
2,400 m8les northeost, Helf & dozen peaks risce €0 botwveen
200 end 2,700 feot over g centrol ploteosu, cecpturing cuanti-
tieco of rain for ubicuitous ccne-~£filcelds end flowver gardens,
Yhic oval=ghoped isleond country measurcs 39 miles from north
to south and 29 miles at its broodest costewest girth, It
is oituated in ono of the most strotegic locotions in tho
Indian Occon L., latitude 20°¢ ond longitude 57°E, moking
it 8 hwothed of ~uwrerelover rpivelry, A wvide array of reces
has mode it its honor thesc include, the French, the Dutch,
the Chinese, tho {.fricon negros, and finslly, the Indiane
who uccount for ncerly 70 por cont of its prescont population,
Thio Giversity roflects 4tsaclf? in polities elso, where from
conserviutive lleuritien Social Ucrocrotic Party (PeleusDe) to
the libcral Labour Party: from extremist Houvement ilitant
houricien (Uuieile) to lergely conmunal grouping colled Comité
d'action fussulien (Cenells) cocxist,

A little digresszion at this stage would perhepo prove
holpful in moking clesr the sttitude of major powers towards
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new end enorging states and the controst that & country
1ike indle offcrss Nt onc of the dobates in the United
tlatione nnoting on coloniclisn vhen the cuontion of liauw
ritiuo wos disoucsed, tho Ruooiaon dolojcto oeid Ain cffoet,
"Give buck tho island to tho indigenous inhabitonts”.
There vos o burst of loughtcr vhen the British dolegoto
replicd, “Unhoeopily, theo &aﬂo hes been ‘decd ¢ long time®. 2
Lecpin, avide the flovour of tgpicel reaﬁj uit for which
tho Britioh are notorious, this roportoo agitoaieec thoe
roupectivo predilections of major porcers towards aoll saell~
ptotes in goncrel and Heuritiug iﬁ porticular, one ropro-
sonts tho agneoct of political propaconda for celfish ends
vhorcos the other indlectes uttor dlsregord for national
sontiments of othorx poorles in tho guisce of scurrllous
cruivocction and bland jugglery. Indis oteps into thias
arcna Gue priuorily to ito fupoct on this country®s scouw
rity ond economde interesto ond pertly due to the edhorence
to the rinciplc of cruclity crong notion otates and
recpoct for tho nationcl sentimonts of other nations.
India's gpproech is bound to ALficer beogouse in opite of
ito power stotun 4t 4o o developing country very much on
the linos of iiguritiuces Lt would, howcvor, bo difficult
to dony on opproximate identity in the intercsts of ‘other

porcers' end Indis. Jdhe decided siventoge thot india hao

2 taden i1, sauldic 4n Anirudha Gupto, od., Indiong

Obroed @ pofe ond Africn (leow Delhi: Urient
Wf’!ﬁ'ﬂ) 19?1 » :3*30'3'



v

over ito rivale o tho existoneo of &n ethnie ond culturpl
bond which enleors it ‘rore' to the @ cople in louritius.
It io preoisely this cdventoge wiiich 4o tho sun ond guboe
tonco of all that othnic end cultural factors con offcr in
bilotoral roletions. I€ indic has oll ethnic end cultural
sinflorities but locks actunl drive end cepabllity, tho
occunion to uce theose cffinitics uowld nower arices 1t is
sclf-gvident thet thooe affinitics ere ot best socondory
fectors reecnforcing thoe primary elents of cowonality

1.0 coOncrote notionel intoronto.

«hile diccunsing cultural seffinity with llauritiua,
it 1o L oortant o reacber that the hroeooat gencerotion of
iiguritions regerdless of thelr Indicon origing, éue to
eduecation end cultural rmilicu leoks wore tovsrds burope
thon toverds Indla. Vhen in the pogt-indepenionce ers
Indio was busy in ito rolentless pursult to develop itoelf,
Luropean motronpoliton poworc were busy bombarding the now
guneration of such ocrgent nctions with propogenda.
Ceinrddigo ond itlond mot Velbi vere the pleces thot attroc-
ted vguricion ocholorges Povis, not Ccleutts or dorbey rroved
heoven for iicuriticn literature, art apd culturcs Thin
overvhelaing oceddrntal influcnce stciire’ the *Indicnnuess’
go smartly thet it loct ell yround, then with tho the
'Creole bocoming linqua £ronce thet bond of languege was
also bDrokens Tho symuolic oboervence of Heli, Diusli or
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fichoshivoratri that otill proveils 4c o incicondficont in
gppecl that it vould bo en injusticoe to cention i€ ot
lengths True, thoe ycarning for rothorland nmovw, roalistie
coll-y speohing, <ists only 4dn the dnds of fou vooted
intecroste ond decrepit scttlerp whio hove outlived their
public lives ond vhogse opinions do not hove weihht even

in thoir own country,

with o country uvhich Lo relying rore and npre on its
youth 4in govormaoneco, whotheor conorote notional intorcots
should bo the beoic of relotion iy or the liteny of on

ancint cultural ond ethnic affinity is an open cucstion,
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Thinking of bilateral international intercotions in
teras of culturel content and motivation wo £ind two cleor
trends easily dlscemible by ony cautious observer, First
15 tho relationship sustained, nuinteined and strenthencd
on the basis of any elevent of cultural effinity: the othery
is the sustcnence, mointenenco ond strengthening of ties by
moking up for the divergences brought into picture by the
cultural diffcrencen., It would be pertinont to interrupt
horo and cualify that the forier situction is en oxcention
ond latter @ rule. By and lorge the bileteral relotions
beotwacn tho nations do asccount for these incviteble diverw
gences and heve tended to comonscte thoe sane by the propow-
genda machinery, vhich in ¢times of uvilful ccquiesecconce of
perent government haes becone what in unacademic vocebulery
is tezmeé as = unceclled for interforence and which in diplo-
muatic temdnology finds cx:ression in & newy style of &iplo-
mctic activity « one thet opergtes inainly at the level of
nasses, indced a subtle euphenica end o dengerously pro=-

lifereting tronde

Though there is no galnscying the fact thot the
prominent use of culturzl elemonts in rolations among
nations dates bock to pre-coloniocl tinmes, whether it was
the Greater India concent of alsth century fA.de or the {irst
wave of Panelcleaisn in the elcv&ngh centurye The contcoe

porary stress on this oopoct, rarticularly in tics botueen



colonien inter se 83 woll as colonien end metropolises
come about mostly becsuso of the assertive arrogance of
the victors or the poverful onos who coined soft, htmoni-
tnriaﬂ/gxyfbssiona Mke "white non's burden® to educate
ond civilisc the ‘natives' or tho French 'iisolon Civilie
saﬁzgg‘. The princ cobjective bohind thooe f£antastic
rotivations nay be summed up in tuo ways, firot, an carneot
volief cmong the coloniolinste thot their ‘uwords’ patently
locked ‘culturc® in thoir scnse of the term and that there
exioted no other woy to onrich and develop those 'archoict
and ‘primitive' cultures, thon by obliterating them and
replacing them with the supposedly better stuff thoy posse
essede decond view is that belng gpprohensive of the
ephcemeral nature or tenuousity of the economic dominance,
theo colonialiots tricd to doubly cncure thelr continued
doninance by domingoting the colonics in the cultural sphore
too. The irposition of Christionity in those o cnlled
prinitive scclcties, if we consider it o part of overall
cultural opectrun, and vhich wo undoubtedly can, roforred
to and validoted thio arguent ghout the intense vill o
donincte comulotoly, unmueotionably and unoscrutably on

the paxt of the coloniclista. Hovever, tho passing of
that ere, Gid not, by inplication mudge its legocy into
oblivion, Thiz assymotric equation hes not only survived
but has also nede its nrosence continually folt. & rather

heartconing offochoot of thio phenomena in tho posteworld war



era wos the omerging sincerity ond democratisation in the
conduct of international relations due to two factors.
Pirst was the crergence of secular and apolitical bodies
like the United Uations Social and Cultural Orgenisation
(UliksCO) end second, conscquent to decoloninotion process
the crergence of o vast nusbor of newly independent atates
which hod no will to domdnoto in the reclnms of culture and
which, duc to aﬁ&smnl péverty end beekwardnoss shelved
their ambitions and aspirations townrds propagotion of
culture in enticipotion of botter time in future, in
infinitisinally low nunber of thcso countries who did actie
vate ond accontuate tha'canﬁaats at cultural level could
not, but continue theﬁ with a reoulsive roetemberonce of
the Gespiceble content 1t hed sceuired in the pro-colonisl
days ond a oimple poruzel of such contocts shorn of lofey

and hich sounding objectives.

Now, at this stoge of developmont cultural affini-
tics end diversitics were not only ecccootabloe but wvere
looked upon favourably as indicotive of a rich universal
cultural heritoco, vhich braved the onslgughts of imporial-
iza'a worst forus i.c. the Cultural Impericlicm. ! Vioicts
by cultural deolcgations cimed at fonilierising hosts with
the culturel troditions of the perent country and consow
quently $ts history and its roletivo richnoess become the

moot acceptable forns of interaction and this continues to
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be 80| At this stage it ic imerative o stote with direct
reforence to tho toplc of the presont study theat another
varioble for cultural interactions encrged during tho colo-
nial interlude in the hiostory of the world which ghall
presently be snclyscd et gorme lengths. The discoverics in
¢hie sinteenth and the sovonteenth conturics mefe by Luropesn
nevigators of new, ctrategicolly locoted isolonds all-round
the world s wall s of some arcas in the western he%?phere
cacourcged them to coolonise then but go the conditions of
living and survivol were unduly horch, thoy £olt tho nced,
first, to moke then habitable and ¢overnable by settling
seguents of populctions fream thoir ceolonies and thenc en
nogse gettlenents in turn trensforred colonial cultures,
sonctimes indian and comotimes Chincue and cometimes o few
others creating onoll pocikots of these athnde entities,
wiilch with the grodual evelution of political ewarconess cane
to occupy toprost positions in those crotvhile colonial

cettlowents <acn the vave of decolonigstion begane

s’h romarkable situstion thus prescnted itoelf in front
of the theorices of internetionel politics in the formm of
cultursl effiniticas Thoro ororgcd quite a few eountries
which, deapite being scroerate internctional entitliesn, hed
sir~ilar cultures., One excmpleo anony nony such €oson wes
that of tiguritius, here our eiboronce to the mojoricy
formula in the derographic anclysis would moke 4t ermply ’
clear to us thct typical Indion domincted culture proveils
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over a vast majority of peoples DBut beforo dclving into
specificity let us further investigate what cultural affi-
nity necns and vhat corrolotion, whetheor complenontary or

controdictory aniots thore betuween it and Hotionaol Interentos

| To undcrstand cultural affinity it is ncecensery to
dcfine vhat actually culturo stonds fors Culture is e

torm with historicel content which cneorporates in itself
all ccoulred attitudes In e porson or socloty that are in
conszononce with end ore coecnteble, by end large., to immee
diotely nrococding gencrations. These acquiteﬁ attituvios |
usually rovolve around belicf€s, arts, rorals, lows, customs,
halbits, otce riting about the anthropological contcont of
culture kéward O, Taylor stated, "Culture or civilisation
token in {to wido cthnogrophic scnce is that complex wholo
wvhich includea knowledge, belief, art, morsls, low, custon,
end any other cepabilities and habits ceouired by men as

o ncmber of cocicty". Bronislsv lalinowski defines culture
as thot handivork of men and the mcdiunm through which he
achicves hin enﬂa.{ it comprises, according to him, of
"inherited ortifocts, goodn, technologicol processes, ideas
and h&biﬁmuaz Yo deduce from the above, culture 4o thercforo

that compleor gyotenm whereby o poople lives and pursues its

i B Haolinowskl, o Jeientif
{Chapel HA11, 1945), pe36.

2 Ibid., }?063-
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way of 1life., Thus oll those contrivenccs and mechanismo
by which nen adspt thencelves o their physicel end poycho-
soclal environment 1o what constitutes culture, Howevor,
the cbove intorprototion of culture ouffico to drive home
the point thet thero is no unifomm vicw gbout culture, but
for our purpoces, these diverjent opinions are no chotecless
Thore oricts a porfoct egrecoont on tho.contents of culture,
for our purpogsces this workable gpproxication of contents
would suffice that, culture is vhat encorporetes in itcelf
“2ll secguired attituden in o porson or cociety thet aro in
consoncnce with ond ero ocogoptable, by end lorgo, to fomew
dictely procceding gcncrrtions. These ectuired sttitudes
uﬂually revolve round ﬁeltcad, artss wralo, lews, custom
and any other copcbilities and habito cequired by man ao

& menber of soclcty™. Jowcharlel Cehru's understending of
the orux of culture was ronarkaoble. In one of his speccheo
ho cummoriced the idea of culturo vith mostorly preclision,
He coquated culture with a sonce of undorntending. Ho sold,
"esss @ poreon vho connot undorctond anotherts viewpoint

io to that cutont linited 4in mind and culturs, Bocouse
nobtody porhaso harrisq somo very cxtroordinary hunen beings

o, 3

cen prosume to havo fullost knouvledro end wisdom Regpe

ing in vicw the [lehruvian es well as othor vicws on culturo

3 o avrnt lohru DO 1 1) (tlewr Oelhis
Buhxicaticnn 3 vinian. 1953 . pp.SOﬂnGO.
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in mind we con venture to pay thot the term cultural affi-
nity signifies the affinity resulting f£rom chared and
cormon beliofs end perceptions, ernerging from the seme
mother stock and spreading into the broadly goneralised
categorices of arts, morals, customs, lows, hoblts and ralie

gious prediloctions,

Heverting boack once wore to the thewe of the prosent
atudy, uve gather thot tho purpose of our analysis 5 to
bring out the exact relationship betweon Notional Intercsts
of o country and the cultural affinities prevalling botween
pny two countrica. In Guy=tow-doy conduct of internctionasl
rolations what takes preeedonge over vhet or in othor words
whethor reletions are fostered ond cultdvated by the prace
tical comnands of nationel interusts or thoe scntimental

dictotos of culturol affinities thot oxiot,.

Let us now take up the iden of nationol intoroot.
Just as in case of culture ani cultural affinity, no sooner
we dolva a little deop in seorch of ito meaning wo are dew
luge? by a plethora of interprototions, confusing and cone
troadictory in contentse wone arc too theorcticcl to be
used ond quite o fou othors co value laden as 40 be devold
of any objectivity. The contrel ioportence of thio concopt
con be realised by the femous statement of Lord Falmerostone
when he seid, ".o have no oternal zllies and we hove no

ctornal onenles, Our intorents are etornsl ond thooe
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intorests, it i3 our duty to fft::)ll.«:m"»'5 Rorgenthau's opinion
is élea apressive of his hich ecstimation of this concent,
wvhen he says, “Ag long a5 the world s poiihicéxly orgenised
into netionz, the national interost 4o indecd tho last word

in p@iitiCSdns

Another suthority of considcrable repute A.T.ilahon
wont cven one stey furthér vhen he seid, "lUelf-interest is
not only e legitimate but a fundomental ccuse for foreion
policy «+» it {0 valn to cxpeoct govornnonts to ot continue
cusly on any other grountds then notional intorostoe.ses They
Save no right to do so being egents not principe&a“.ﬁ The
above vicws dopict the loperctivencess of the concopt but as
fix an ito content 4o conécrneﬁ it i5 cuito nobulous. Lvon
then cultc 8 fov writers heve given thelr viowp on it.
{ecoprding to ilorgentheu the conteont of nationgl interest
is dcterrdned by the politicol trao.iitions ond the total cule-
tural context within vhich a nation formileates its foroign
policy. He holds on to the view thot national inteorcnts
stend o sofoguond the physical, political end cultural
identity cgainot the encroechrents by other gtates, howovor
this vicw is oxtrorely defonsive and 1z not at all olle

encepessing.

4 wuoted 4n Jogeph Frankel, I

{ilecmillon,
1970} ¢ Pa io,

5 Had. Morgenthou, "Another Creat vebate”, fmorican

Political SHcicnee xeview, vole.iLVE, 1052, pp.971=70.

6 A«Te ilighan, cquoted in Chorles Deard, The Idea of
Hationcl Inteorcrt {Uck-Tork, 1934), p.ls



Prankel's classificetion’ of contents of national
intercot into ocopiretionsl, onerctioncl, exnlenatory end
polenical eleents 12 o very nleougiblc one, On the aspie
rational level netioncl intorcest refers to the vision of
good life, 0 sone fusel sot of gozls which B steto would
like to rcclise A€ this vere roscible. Un the oporationol
level it refers to the sun totel of 1ts interents and
policica actuclly pursuerd,Bna tho cxslanetory end solemicol
lcvel, the concept 4o used to cxploin, evclucte, retionalice
or criticice the forcigm policy. ‘the e.pirotional contonts
of notioncl intercsot hove boen refirrred to a5 '‘milicu goalst

by Arnold tolfors, his includes the belicf of sotho counte
. i

ricn, thet sorving some kind of world mission such as ®world

rovolution®, contein ont of co-wunisin, defense of Cronticro,

of frecdon, otc. conostitutes thelir notional interect.

The imrortunt cuegstion thet arises at this jJuncture
io the oxtent of comlenentariness or contradiction botuwecn
the cultural affinity and notional interestas while mnelvsing
bilaterel relotions sndl vhet toles preceldence over whot.
The cbove mcntioned enalyses of conecption and contenta of
the two cuffice to indicoto thet implication-wise ond rcalis-
ticolly gppochidng, nationcl intora.t 4s the single most vitel

7 vogenh 'ronkel,

: {Londons ac.dllan,
1970}, Dpe31=35,
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prop behind foreiogn policy. /néd dereliction on part of
lecderohip in its duty with regerd o purouanco of notional
intorent of o country would joopardise nat;onal exiétcnce
ond well being. 1In caso aspects of cuituxgl effinity ore
not fully operstionslised in Dilotercl reletionohips it
portends no danger ©f such o ongnitude, ?h#u the national
interest sccuircs cnhanced prosinences A wore sgrecoble
progocition could escrge 17 we could cnnbrﬁn:éta exploie
totion of cultural alfinitics oo onc of the meono of focl-
litating the promotion of nutionol intor.sts.e It cen be
accested, without mach debate, that/culturnl affinity ié
something complescntory to advancing notlonol intcrest and

hanee the cuecstion of precedeonce naturally lozes sense.,

The above discussed theoreticol frascwork con be
analysed on practicel plene by maliing o reofercnce to tho
cultural affinitics that existed between UX agnd the United
Stotes of Americes Spein and some Latin Anerican eounte
riesy Drazil end rvortugals |%he hysothosio that considera~
tions of notionol intercsts preclude and take precedenco
over culturzl sffinities can bo substantinted in oll those
three ingtances which shall preoently be tzken into consie

doration,|

In Azcorica of the cighteenth contury, Great Britoln
with thirteen Lnglich colonies zlong the Atlaontic coost hed
monoroly therer the local porulation coprising of landleso
peosents, people sccking reliqoilous frocdon, tredeors end
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profiteers was wainly of Dritich desconte The Britich roots
wvare profound and cultursl affinities with Oritoin beyond
ony pale of doubt. Thelr fevourite philosophera vero the
Britishers 1ike Locke, Hilton and larrington and tholir creed
by enf large protestantisn. Despite all theoo similaritics
and cultural affinitico the bond proved tenuous enough o bo
shepped with even the most fmpcrcentible inkling in the minds
of colonists in fovour of seli-intereost or continentol intor-
oot or o little uncppropriately, ncotional interest, 7The
dubote on the cuostion moy be lengthened by laying enphanis
on tho fpet that undue interferenco instead of 'salutary
neglact?a and some @bnoxious taxation in form of Sugar Aot
of 1764 or the sStamp fct of 1765 or the Townschend Dutien

of 1767 lced to this “bresch of faith" but the real situation
cannot f&nﬁ-gggg; exproscion anyvherc than in the following
words of @ paphlcet entitled 'Comronsense' in which Thomas
Painc wrote, It was repwgnsnt €O reason to supposc that

this contincnt cen long remain subject to any external POWOrses
thore is something absurd in supjosing a continent to be
perpetually governed by an island®, (sic) Cultural affini-
ties notwithstanding,

8 This term has been used by Brln&an, Chrsatbphar anﬁ
’Qlﬁﬁ in t;heair: b&Gk; Hodarn © aat L5 A Liistor
2§, Laat Five Centurloes (kng waaﬂ CALf€as b
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Almost identical were the exporiences of upaniords
end the Yortuguese in Lotin Amoerica whore the concept of
cultural sffinity provided only a facede or a narricge of
convenionco €0 be flouted and coest aside as the contingency
gubsideds Let us take Spein and itz involvenont in two
;mpartent countrics - Argontina end Chile, which still have
vary high percentages of hispanic ctock in thelr populow
tions, Chile wes brought into Spenigh donain beginning in
1560 viien Frunsiceo Pizzarrats conce of the boldest contoing
redro deo Voldivia norchod down f£ron ﬂeru.g Despite forvid
attempts the Araucenisn indians hed to yiclds On the
Ueotern sido of the continent, that 4o Argonting, concuise
tadores hed doocended, albeit tontetively in 1516, fnother
shoot of Sponiards crossed indep ond cate from Peru in
1543, the conjunction of the two in the midesixtecnth
coentury led o Spenish cocloeccononic end cultural domie

nence vhich care leto up to 1776.10

It is vorth noticing that the two hundred ycars!
dominence vas based on porfeoct cultural affinity with
Shain becouse tho chunks of jopulace cerrying on the affairs
in theoe vicoroyalitios were either *peninsulorcs’® or

s11

*ereolus of a perfect Spanich moulds In cose of

9 John Gnnther; je _South hmorica (Ber Yorhs
siron end ehnster, 1968 e Pe331s

i0 Ibids, pP«203.

11 'Creoles’ is a mixed roce gpringing wp after mixture
of llaltese, Duteh, FPlerands and Venction blood,
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Argentina, the siééable Italian gsottlers too had 4n course
of time initisted themselves to Spanish cultural ethos. But
once more tho bonds of culture proved fregile yiges-via the
*reason of porccived state®s A sories of revolts woro just
in the offing starting with those of Fransisco de filrends
end Antonio larino which feiled, Tho argunment that intcrno-
cine conflict anongat the buropean states interege, thrust
uzan the colonists in Latin Acergics, the burden to rile
themselves willy-nilly iso quite untcnable because, though
‘€ubildo ﬁb&ﬂtto*la were in vogue, it wan oniy 8 senblence,
meagre ot that of self-gouvernmont. "louer, howmvar,'henﬁ~

volently intended, cone €rom abeva“za

end the foct reoaing
that thore wes no effort or intention to educete people to
ghare that power. ononish rule roolned a peternal autos-
crecy to the end. The vicow that despite cultural affinities,
.with nev gencrations on, loyalties chenge and nostalgio withers,
paving vay for acute perconal anbitions 4s quite recsonable.
Describing the roots of dissension amongot settlers and
nmoinland Spaniards, Palmer and Perkins have .ade a brilliont
argument that the ‘Zncrican-born Speniards' in the later

ycars ‘outnumbercd’ the *ieninsulerests, Hany of them were

12 A type of 'open ssse:bly' at cunicipael leve, apnorently
for-political purroses.

13 Robin A, Busphreys,

imerica (e York: O .U-?-. 1946*; 9»30,’““
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vealthy and educcted und since thoy 414 not have tholr
forbenra' loyelty to Spein, their first love wos for the
only home thoy hed over known ond for theo only land in vhich
thay night echicove porasonol &ﬂbiﬁiﬁﬂﬂaxé 1% wao precisely
this scontisent that gpurred the naticnolists like Simon
Bolivar, Bernarde O'Higoine, and Jose de Jon artin to blow
tho deathehknoll of the decedent Spanieh rule over hisponie
americos fow let us turn over to the case of Orazil, Ao
tho dosogroshic conposition of bBrasil is very corplicated
end oo vo hove enolyoed relativo proforencos botuoon cule
‘tural affinities onl self/notioncl interest of the cormon
man in Sponish South anmerice and Horth Amcrico, in this case
we cduld focus our attention on the ruling elites. Goling
bock slightly in historicel dotoils we £ind that Bragil

was discovored by o Fortuguese Scanon, Pedro &1vq;es Cabral
on 22 A»ril 1500 ond ective Portudguesc edudinistration hed
becen thore cver sinces. Due to paucity of lsbour from the
very boginning icportetion of slaoves £rom Angola and Sudan
raasined ¢ reguler phenomonas  Houever, this mumoricel ine
crecse Ald not affect the social strotification wvhich renained
eonstant with Fortugucose as rastorc and negros as sloves.
ihis cloar cut denorcotion afforded reletiveo soclotal sto-

bility for ncar about three hundred ycars.s

14
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Portuguese setilers despite cohebiting with the negron
ond mulatton®> remoined linked closely both culturally ond
sentinentolly with Fortugal. Duc to Prench invosion on
Portugal in 1807, the ontire raling Bragenza forily fled to
Bracils Thus 4o de Janicro beocere the comcapital of 8
wuropeen eniro = the only city &n Vootorn hemigphore to
have this dﬁst&netioa.xﬁ In 1816, the Princeercgent becaro
king Joags VI hoving both Portunal and Drasil under his swuay.
But duo to rovolt by Portuguecse Army at Oporte end conscouent
doaend by the incunbent provisional governnont £or the king
to rcturn to Portugal, Joco VI vent back to Lisbon in 1821,
leoving bohind his 23 yeors old son Dom Pedrc. Ono ycor
later, this indgpendent minded vrince, with the support of
the court and influential Portunuecsc scttlers in Brasil,
in other words tho clites, refuced an imperial order to
return to Portugal. He declore?l the indcpendence of the
country and procleired himzself as the Erporor of Hroaszil
with totel disrcoord to Fortucal which vantcd to resssert
its hogemonys. This stence substantiates the view that o
thoroughbrod Fortuguese like Do Pedro could ropudiate and
get unctintcd support from the local BrazilianePortuguese
elites vhen it came €0 o cleszh on grounds of particular
interootsess cultural affinity hore offercd little allurcacnt,

E§: Gunthor, N9, pe3l,
16 IibiGe,s Dalle
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Keeping all the above mentlonod historical proecients
in vicw, wo can ot least at the level of tullding o workable
hypotheasis, conclude for tha prosent that in rmost coosces culw
tural affinity hes not beoen as enduring a bond and os htg |
an incontive as the pursuit of putative oclf-intorocts, t_:ﬂ:m,::h
ot o later otago 1.0. the age of deocracy, have been terred
a5 notionol Antercots A€ we acccpt this narrow and literal
intorpreotation. It would bo o totally differemt pmﬁéa@t&cn
if bileterol rcolutions vere strongthened, toking support of
culturel affinitico unier the clear dictetos of notional

interests.

India and Heuritius, both doveloping countriesn aloo
share a unicue cultural affinity. Though Indiens went to
Lauritivg, thelr ains verc differcnt £rom those of the
Europeans who took shode in the now world. Indlens es a
matter of fact went to serve as ‘coolies’ and not to oxploit
as masters or the Sugar-nagnatess & lotent elenent of diow
interectednens wan obvious in thelr irmigrotion the advone
turism of buropeans was oconspicuously rdasing, HRegular
immicration since 1534 plus the increase in tho locol
populction of the sottlers led to & unirue demegreshic
developnent, in which Indions becone o wajority. Todoy, of
ito epproxdmate totel population of 131,00,000 noorly 52 por
cone aro Hinduo and ebhout 20 per cont are iloslemng, 50 more

than 70 per cent of the population are of Indian origin,
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About 3,20,000 people speek Lindl and bhojpuri. Other mojor
athnic groups are the nizxed roco « creolss, accounting for 28
per cont of tho populations Chincse sz well ss Prancos
iwuritiens forn alront 3 per cent of population, resncotivolys
Thus e £ind thet nunericelly as well as culturally Indiano
arc in o domincting position. In the political sphere too
the Lobour darty supportced mainly by locol Hindus 4o one of
considerable clout, Other porties like uslim Action
Condttee or HMaurition Nilitant Vovcauent, otc. aloo h;sve
sizeable Indden origin ouprorts Keoping in view the foct
that the immdgronts fron India vere thoco fronm tho lowent
rung of the socicty and were for root part uneducatod and
untutored, one ebseivr:&ian sbhout cultur: oconn TOBt GPRPIO=
priote, In brood gencrolisotion 4€ culture moy be teken

oc steadfactness in one's religlious convictions, unflinching
faith in the inhcrited troditionn) bholiels, morals, arts,
laws, cuptoms and habits, etcs, then those who frmigrated
vare the true represcntatives of Indlan cultures The
trenofcrence of culture 45 not nccezaarily o naturasl cone-
cormitant of tronoforence of fts exponents in particular
and, diversc acy.ectss Those poor and uneducated Limigranto
had nothing with then but a ocase of culturo, albeit,
unrcfined end ructic, untromelled and unaffected by

foreion cultural influence. it is o sclientific finding

that the poor and leos ed-ucated have the grestest tendency
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to preserve, propagate and rovol in tholr own cultural cothos
beceuse it 15 their only inheritence, relotively free £renm
alion interferences in forn of educagtion and genoral enlighe

tonnmonts

The uneducoted Indiano vho vent to Mauritius woro from
somo gpecific roglono like .ladros, Gujorat, Dengal, Dihar
end Laotexn Uttar rroadach and co culture thaot they corricd
with them vas Cypico) of their gpecific partse It in no way
spproricoted enyvhoro near the totality of indisn cultursl \
ethos. In tho precent situastion, thua, attributing sinle
lorities botwoon tho contensorary liguritien culture end
contc*.:z:;omfy culture from Punjab, Rajoothen, Koshmir or
Keoralea ~  on casantisl corponent of coxooito I'nﬁzan cuiture,
would bo dicastrouss An irporéent segant like tho above,
of Indian culture was never trensferred wvith irmiorants ot
0xl, oo the cultural affinicty bLotween India end louritius
45 to bo looked ot with thisc persnective in viow, The tom

basically ought to be amloyed in very general torms only.

Lpother unhealthy trend for the preservation of Indian
culture in ouritius gained proainence with the gpreoed of
etuecction and learning in ilauritius since the ecerly twontieth
centurye Tho FPrenco=fpuritiang, thouwuh in @ hopeless rinow
rity (1 por cont) arc tho rpst progpercus and influential
part of {louriticn soclety and in modolling the educational

systen and in prosenting before the common man an ideal
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inage of cultured nan, they propegated the vuropoan attitudes,
French languoge ond educational aysten devoid of refcronce
to the culture of the majority of populstion i.e. poople

of Indien origin. Tho forthconing gencrations of Armicronts
of Indion origin have been bBobardcd by this hostilo cule
tural propogenda, and hevo graduolly toended to seek idontity
with the projected imsge and attitudes than with the decedent
and feding memories of unexciting and alien indian culturc.
Thus onother point reriting sopecial montion would be thot
the procent generction of Douritiens of Indlian origin nay
be sympothetic to or heen on Indian culture, Dt in "o vay
it io over-enthusiastic or sick ausut its Curiosity about
indien culturce oy o bost be, a part of otiiwor curicaities
in tho nind of o young Daurdtian of Indian origin like air-
diving. OScubcw~diving or sceoarch for Sheongrila, there in
fact 40 little censc of cttochment. This oassertion can

b exemnlificd furthor by roforring to the vicus of Vedilal
Dagli vho soyo, YHore Lo a countoy whopo official language
1o Englioh, but all its nmsz.ia@em are in Fronchy hero 4o

o country vhore majority of population 1o of Indien origin
gnd yet the longuonge of cooynon une 48 Credle. Even the
Hindi enthusiosts tolk at home in Creole, vhich is pldgin
Yrench with corinkling of Hindl m:ﬂa“.ﬂ

17 Vadilal Dogli, od., Daugpitiys (BDoobay: Cormorcos
1977}, pe35a
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At this juncture it would be worthwhile to survey in
detalls the aspects of Indlan immigration which led to the
pirth of the idea of ‘cultural affinity’, novw under consi-
derations The couses which led to this exodus from India in
bricf con boe enumcrated ss followos Figgt, prop was the pehury
and unarployment brought gbout by the new gystem of land
taxstion introduced by tho British vhich forced many largew-
scole proprietors of land into bonkruntcy making thousonds
of Indien peencnts redundont. In eddition to this a sccond
foctor also contributed to tho inpetus towards immigration;
thic wog the psychologlcul eflcet of an alioen rule in India
which oupeared to nony Indiong ¢o He o thregt to the fobric
of Indion culturc, Thio view proffered by K. Hazarcesingh
cecns rcther too far fotchet and untencble because the gection
of Indiano that Limigroted was from lower reeches of socdcty
and was quite 1llitorcte - to soy thoe leest, there could
hordly have been eny ouch lofty tdeal in tho minds of thooe
unlettored vorkors end labourerse A thir-d factor was that
of felse propsgonda by the renreocntativos of the Suger Plane
ters in llaurgitius,. "Thoe egentos recruliting Indien iahcurara
offerol thon attrective prospectus Lobour was sald to be
light, overything in dGsuritius was reported to be cheep, and
voyage wes otated to last only ton dayos. In foct, it took
the fmmigrents the bost part of two ronths to recch the
islands in conditions of grest hordships. Thoy wvere trans-

gortued on coryo chips, being accoxiodated on the declis and
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thus exposed to all inclercneles of meat.!mz”&w

The fourth
and £inal factor behind irmigrotion wves porhans the seeningly
toporary nature of the indenture syston hardly enyone of
them viosuslised the procoect of lecving Indis for good, for
most it wes, to otart with, only a stint of a couple of
ye:cm:a."g it wan only at the later stages that thoy used to

reclize the hingercnoes in thoir roturn to India.

There vore two distinct perlods in vhich immigration
o Mpuritiuvs wenﬁ on. The period preceding theo 1833 Aboli-
tion of GClavery Act ond the period thereafter, The chicef
difference botwoen the o ptages is that in the former it
wos carricd on under the segis of the Fronch, the lattor was

carricd out by the Dritichers.

In the first phese, fliche de Labourdonnais, tho Froench
Jovernor of Mauritius, irporetcd slaves £rom NMedsgoskoer who
proved worthless. Somo Indian woriers veoro, thorefore,
brought fron Pondicherry, but they vere an illeassorted
group end hed no aptitude for work in the fields, Thus they
lefr the lond comploteoly an‘(; baege part of the urbhan popuw
lation. 7This follure, howover, 4id not discourage Labourdonnols
and he arronged to obtaoin more wovkers f£from Indie. This time

ig Ks Heozarcesingh, Hint ‘ Lndiang An
(Londons liacrdllen, 1971 R 9.12.
19 Lanbir Jinh, dauritiuvg 2

{iew Deolhis ~rnold Heincnann,

piss’ -
327 5406932 f N P

il //1, /1,,,// m,/u PO Bl Y Y
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he received better rocrultsy sonme werce shopkecpers, others
jewellers and tallors, but the majority werc artisonse

+hen Labordomnels sterted dovoloping the iéland these arti-
sans holped hinm 8 great deel in building roands, bridacs,

" hocpitals, bhotteries and fortifications. Daron Grant in

& loudstory tone expresses the view that these workmen ‘had
tne featurcs of Lurcpeans' and wero a very mild ond gontle
ycaple.za These Indien worknen were co patisfectory thot
Labourdonnels visualised tho prospoeet of thelr settling

‘en masce' 4n flauritius. They wero vory loyual to thoir
chicf and their conception of Juty was 5o honcot and proe
found that the great French adninistrotor took strong liking
for thone About the sane tico pome Indien merchants from
Gujarat cemo to cottle in the island but they were very
conscious of their rich cultural hceritage end high socisl
stetion and thoy desended 8 trootisent at par with their

- Buronesn confrerco settled on the 1@1336.21 "Later, however,
vhen Lebourdonnais launched the prograwmme of massive cule
tivation of rice, cotton, indigo, sugar: etcs, he required
labourcrse This time he obtained them from, among other
pleces, VYengal; loter thoy came €0 bo known as Gontoos and
vore noted for thelr docility ond were grootly cought ofter

an domestic sorvaontss By the second geoneration these Indiens

20 Hasareosingh, N.18, p.2.
21 ibid,., Pele
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seened to have lost thelr national way of lifes Thoy wore
living in a commlctely westeornised atmospherce and being few
in nunber, thoy could not create any soclcty of their own,
in those circumstances it wus easy to bring them within the
pale of Chrintisnity. Not only did they become 'Christians’
but they odopted Curopean nanes end in & few years they
bocone nmerged in the coloured population and lost all traces
off thoir nationality. Certeinly, nothing specifically
Indien was leoft in then when the f;yat settlers arrived in
tiauritius under the #ritich suthority. ULuring this perliod
cuite a feorr Indlans worked like slaves but the community of
Gujaratl traders was ¢ freo community, but even for them
the lifo wao not easys they were considered as intruders

and no cffort was spared €0 bundle them eut.ga

After the taking cover of the islend by the Britishers,
the iuadgration continued in a dificrent form but with iden-
ticol intenoity. But o cnsure the worthwhileness of the
venture, Oricrson was deputed by the Governent of India to
enguire into the wvents of tropical colonies and fitness of
the Indian fuamiyrants as lebourcrs in those conditions. le,
in his roport, opined that the colondies - immoreing Indien
labour = wero in the belt of tropicn vhich had an eguable
climgte {ree from sudden or extrenme varlations and an arezing

fertility, The notives living in these arcess which hed en

22 Hozaorecesingh, n.10, p.9.
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easy, pleoesant and comforteble life, had in course of
goenerations become perticularly unsuited to higher fom
of cultivation of soil due to sloth, maling it imperaotive
for the coolic labour to bs introduced.

Basing his report on scientific and biologicanl focts,
he went on o sugyest that Indion and Chinege labour would
be most sulteds Oir Cherles Bruce83 claborates on thoe fssue
further by writing that both these countries ere subetropi-
cal, the greater portion boing ocutside the tropicel belt.
Here the conditions of life are very different. The clie
mote is anything but enquable and 1z subjeoct to sudden and
extrone variation. 4t one time the country is dcluged by
rain, et another parched for months togcthere Here life
1o impososiblo without lebosurs The rogt elaborate preccuw
tions have to be tuken to obtain even a probable chance
of raising a moderate crop; and the result ig that the
&nhabitents of India and Chins have, in the course of gene-
rations, doveloped into huran beings possessing considerpe-
ble agriculturel skill end o wonderful cepacity for contie
nuous hordworks Tho Indien's whole life is one long laloure...
he never hus & rmoment'’s reste Uthen an Indian coolie is
trangported to a tropical colony, he finds himself in &
place quite beyond his experiencer he £inds a soil capable
of ylelding ¢good crogzs with hardly any cultivation, end

23 Charles Bruce, cuoted in Ranbir Sinh, n.19,
P«40,
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he naturally pplies to it all the zaboﬁr'ana oll the okill,
and induotry inhorent in hims, Tho result is en out«turn

such o8 would be impossible in Indis, end such as he hed
nover oven dreamt of boforc. Jubsequently, ohiporicnce
confirms hioc first impression, end he rightly considers

that he has found a ploce frec f£rom cholora and fomine, of

¢ vorm cquable climete. ierchis ncturcl industry, i€ rightly
epnlied, mekeos its posscessor In s few years the owner of a
large fortune. A favourable climate was creatad by this
rcnorte Tho enthusiasn was supnorted on tuo very potent
arguzcntss £irst, that immdgrotion was in best intorasta of
indieng end thus promoted their welfore and the cecond, that
| picfitability would alse be gpurred nsking 4t a process which
i3 bencficial to oll,.

In 1834, G.C¢ Arbuthnot, en agent of Hunter Arbuthnot
and Cormpany of Meuritius recruited thirtysix labourcrs from
the hills in Horth India for a fiveesyear terms On 2 Decenber
1842, thc Immigration Act was pacsged, reguleting the immie
gration from the territories under the CGoveornment of Last
India Cospany, to the Isole of Hauritiuge It should be noted
that in 1842 the territories of the SZast India Company ox-
tended only up to BHengal, Bihar, port of Lostern U.s,., Hedras
and Bomboy prosidconcy and in the South after the defeat of
Tipoo sultan, e port of Karnctaka. Iomigrotion vas permittced
only from ports of Calcutte, ladras and Borbay, where the
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the Immigration Agonts were cppointed undor liconces Tho
first ship after the pogssing of tho Immigrotion Act o
recch Port Louls was Umersld Isle, wvhich cane on 23 January
1843, with 233 sdults and three children; during 1843,

26 . protoctor

30218 men and 4307 women ceme to lsuritius,
of Immigrents was opnointced by tho Governnent of East India
Corpony to ald and advioe sll irmigrants, to enforce the
provisions of the Immigration Act of 1842 and all the rules
made under it. He wag to inspect all the vessels which
used to trangport the imnigrants and encuire about the
difficulties ond hardohips thet thoy used to encounter

in course of the voyeges ithin a poried of twenty yeonrs
£rom the initiasl recruiteoent in 1834, o hundred thousand
Indione had errived in nsnratiua.zs The iopressive Inmie
gration 3tatiotics may well help preclude an unfortunate
£flow which hed undermined the welforc spirit and mutual
benefit of the process. The ruleo gnd regulations of stay
in lend for imnigronts were uncongeniel end hersh to otart
with and -ede ratters further deplorable vhen thoy were
applicd ruthlessly end unserupulously, The thrust of tho
point being the hard lot of immigrents, 11l treatment gnd

baghing werc o comnon that mony Indion labourers were

24 Ranbir Ginh, n.i1o, ,{7037.
25 Hagarcesingh, n.18, p.i12,
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forced to commit "suicide by putting theiéiheaﬁs on the
rails end oallouing it to be sevorel by a pessing train®,
vogt Of the deaths of the labourers took place boecuse of
tic ruHture of the spleen, couced by extensive and merci-
less beating. The pootoortem roturns, from 1865«1872 for
tho aistzic£s shov 176 casco of persons killed by violence,
who dicd on the sgatgza

A Royal Commdssion was ¢opointed by the Crown on 17
February 1872 comsosed of Jessrp +illicm L. Frers, Chairmen
cnd Victor 4 oilliawcon, on the recon oendotion of the
Governor~Generel, Gir drthur Heordlton Gordon, who was
syrpothotic to the cousc of Lrminrants. This Commission
intorvicwe mony persong, including estotc ovnern, 40Dorl=
tente citdcens ang, of coursc, cuite a fow imigronts vho,
while deposing beforo the membors leacnted about tho inhumen
trcataent they woro subjaétcd to by the exployers. The
roport of tho Commiseion was preoscnted to both liouses of
Parlienent on 6 Fobroory 1875.3? it recorded that the
Indian imaigronts were subjectod to systematic ill-trestmont
on some of the cstates. dew measures like granting a new
constitution (1885) anéd holding of genercl elections in
1886 were the roocultso anl monifestationg of tho sympathy

26 Ranbir Sinh, n.19, p.45,
27 IbiGes Dad6e
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the report of Frere Comnispion cenarated. In his gpecch
opening the first session of the Council of Covernment
under this new constitution on 19 /pril 1886, Governore
General <-ri John Jope liennessy seid, “1 should cortainly
hove been gled to have secen & larger proportion of Indions
on cur ilectoral wall“.zg It was at this stege that gre-
duzlly thc lot of indien scttlero started improving under
the protective eye of the home governments Tho graduel
gtebhility 1od to puliticicction of indien corrmunity which
by nG large found exoression in ‘Action biberale', a party
founded by Wr. cugene kaurcnt in 150%, 1t vas a democratie
porty «nd uvonted econo.dc and politicel reforms. Goandhiji's
noninee lgnilel Doctor was sent to liaaritius o guideo and
pursue the couse of the Indien cozcunitys he lent his full
support ¢o this porty. It was mcinly beesuse of the offort
of ‘Action Libercle' end lanilal voctor thot the Royel
Counission of 1909 was oppointed under tho Chairmanship

Of <ire PFoise Swottenthon. The Comiesion cﬁnaldaea, that
the Indians whbvcnnntituteﬁ 70 per ccnt of the population
and upon vho: the prosperity and nrogress of the future

of the colony must lorgely desend, wero not represinted in
the council, Tho members very strongly fclt about tho
atrained roletionshin between the [auritian Government end
the population of Indian deccent. It aloo recormended thet
that the cunlifications reloting to fronchise chould be

launrca; However, gradually the point of viow that the

28 Ibide, D249,
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induction in lisuritius of ‘coolies’ ond especially scovengors
lowvcred the social status of the Indian cormunity which hed
begun to ghow olgns of dlctinct progress in educational arxd
other reppects, come €0 gather ground omong the educatced
cottlors. 'ith this grovwing pressure of public oninion the
Govornaent of India eppointed vir ificharaj singh to encquiro

into conditions of Indian lsbourcrs in Houritiuge >

in course of hio hearings spreading to 44 days, Sirc
i.ghoraj <$ingh cane to tho conclunion that the recent fmmni-
grotion hed beeon o follurce Hoe noticed that the substitue
tion of freo labour for the indentured labour had deolt a
sovoege blowr to immigration, He elso found that there was
no shortoge of labour es suche The Protoctor of Immigrents
teld tho Cormianion thot bofore the labourcers roached lHou-
ritius 35 out of 98 estates nad not asked for themy 2 hed
raofuscd to toke them on erridvel vhile 19 hed subsequently
expressed their villingness to allow other estates to rocoive
lgbourers in preferance to receiving a few themnsclves, In
hias report submitted lateor, he e ressed his conviction
that it seens to ne very inexncedient to send Indions to
8 country wherc thelr oun countrymen op;'oce thelr coming¢3°
Ha sugoested that no morce unokilled labour should be cent
to Mcouritius in the Lmweidicte or nesr future, This wao to
nork the end 6f 1m“iqratina €rom Indis, which had lastcd
about ninety ycors i, 3 aavember 1334 to 19 December 1024,

29 Inide, pPebie

30 Leport of oir laharaj Singh, cuoted by Henbir Jinh,
n.19, ps55. u >



CHAPTLR IX

DEVELOPMENT OF PLRCC-TIONG /1D !?ULICIi.:;-’;I:
CONPINUITY MDD GIAHGE

4t the very outset it ls imperative to indicate that
India has been pursulng no spoeific well defined policy
tovords Houritius os suche Tho most wo con vouch for ie a
policy rmeant for sll tho nations which, snesking in cultural
and denogrophic sence, have a lot to sharo with Indta, And
even in this policy formulotion thore has never been a hint
tovards cpeciol regard for people of Indtien origine Tho
Chine: se, ecpeciclly the Kuoninteng (#6T7) believed and eveon
co municts cpparently continue to believe to dote 4n the
dictund “vhere therce arc Chinese, there 45 Ching”, which
implied & dual notionality that every Chinese obioad was ene
titlod to under his ideology.® Dut Indio, unlike Chine, does
not contribute to this thesis of dual citizenship even though
in Mguritius, Indians arc a majority groun, UHechru vho was
& groct viaionary urged and ple&ﬂﬁﬁ;with Indiens abroad o
g0 with the rising tide of notionalis:. He was cotegorical
in saying and warning that thoy chould not look to Hew Delhi
for protectioh since thoy had chocen to zcettle and prosper
abrocd. They hed to bechave like true nationsls of thoir

country of adoptions /Relotions botueen Indls and NHeouritius

1 4P Doohpende, "Chinese Overceas and Ch&na g Forelion
Policy", in .Sndrudha Gupto, cde,s Indinns Abrood §¢ Acia
end Africa {(.lew Delhi: Urient Longan, 19?& + De3192,
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are close and friomily despito lesp séhercnce to and conole
derable disregard of the sceningly ﬁorthlcss horangue about
common encestry. ;7 India has mach An common oven with tho
liaaritianoc of noneIndion origin. Both are in foct proud
heirs to o composite culture - multilinguol and multie

roclol = which mokes todey these countries united. But
bringing the tun countricc togethor todey gre morc important
thingyes thcy arc besct wvith similar provlems « problems thot
are cormon to 8ll developing countriesn which have only rccent-
ly shed their colonial past and are, after conturies of
dominetion, once agoin masters of their own fatoe It i

the cngogenent in a strugglce to overcereo these yroblens

tact we havo cdonted gimiler meons €0 overcome thege problons,
crimory sindlarity between thoso countries comes not from
eﬁﬁnic or hictoricel ties that bound them but £rom the
accentance of Donocracy, JSccularism and Jocialisn of g none
dovnmatic nature as thelr politicol and soclo=cconomic gogls.
Tho sinlloritics end disal.dlprities gpart, 1f any sttorpt

ia rode to treoce Indis's policy end its dircction gnd growth
toverds Hauritiug, wo encounter two difficultics, f£irst iso
the tire footor anaféecanﬂ is the priority fector. According
to the first, it becomers vory difficult to drav any conclue
oive opinions on cvolution of a policy over a rclotively
bricf cpan of twelve ycers if «ro Indire Gondhi, the Frime
FGdnicter's visit to that islund in 1970 moy be taken a3 &

storting point, The seccond 1o the ono o which a montion
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hed boon node proviounly 4.0 that priority-wvise the iclond
stote hos nover occcupled a hich place in our foroign pelicy
alenning €41l lete in the scventioss Dut thio in no way
darkens the prospects of constructing one with come cffort.
i£ wo tehe into conolderstion thc feet that the Indian
Haotional Congrcac which uccl to cxprosg the cpiﬁion.of Indion
peoplae in the dayo preceding indepondence ftself came to the
actucl running of cffeolrs and anat ent 0f forcign policy,
our tosk bocomes o trifle casiers In actusl practico we
notice that covolution of idcoo on this thore ond groduslly
with irplouentetion of tho swe aftor obxtaining indenendonco
heo o bond of continuity in it and which in turn allays the
ap..arent oopronensions cbout tho tise foctor montioned aboves
To facllitete our work it i3 nccessary to divide our entuiry
into tuo cogruntas, the first is the nre-indcnendence one and

the second being the posteindearcndence ora,

A rather clooe ¢nd constent interaction et edninise
trotive level 40 an Lrportent go.cct as fer as early Indow-
i surition intcroetiona gos HCtur toking over the island
£row tho French in 1010 and 1£3 finol cescion to Groct dritain
in 1éi4 by tha Treety of ﬁeris.g though theore wore differcnt
edninistrators for Dritish possescions in the Lest, thore

2 JlPe anond, “louritius®, ID... Journsl (law Delhi),
volall, no.l, Gotoberesweccabor 1078, p.167.
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existed a8 clove roppoct ot cﬁéinintrative lovel, bocouce
in astters of sccurity emd politics (at least in the cerly
yearn), 4t was tho Governor~senersel in Indis vho was moro
importont for teuritius, not the British Parliacont. Duo
to immig-ation thore was yot another £ield which provided
sone food for thought to Inlian intcllectusls® who, while
thinking ebout the morits end demerite of indontured oyotem
vere l1so cuite inadveortently thinking eiout a majority of
Huuritians, which these indontured lobourcrs wore €0 bocomo

in coursce of tine.

iighatma Gandhi in course of the ecrly stages of his
peasive resistonce carpalon in Jouth Afriéé cane 0 be
. agcociuted vith o tiauritien of indien origin called Tarbou
tiaidu, who was ccttled in Uatel end whon Gandhlji held in
great vencration. Uondhi wrote of him, "..s 1 &0 not knov
any indien vho knows the soirit of tho struggle as he does,
He wvos born in Dleuritius but 45 rore Indien than mosot of
us“.4 It van the succes: that Gandhiji von in South Africa
with the help of iaidu which carncd hinm the adniratfon and

3 Among these we con count liahatza Ganahi, Gokhole,
flanilal Doctor ond tendlt Mgden lohan lialviva.
Halviye's indignotion on the indonturcd oystem was
such thaot 4in one of his spceches he called it “cs
monotrous end inegultous, hased on fraud and moifie
tained by force, a asotam so wholly opposcd to rmodern
pentinents 0f justice and hunenity as &0 ho o grave
blot on the civilis ation of ang cauntxy thct tclcrates
it . K, Hazereesingh, i In:
tius (London: lpewmillan, 1975 + DeB3G,

Covojivan), valglo, LeU7e
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raespect of many Indlonog scttled in flauritius. His desice
to scgualint hincelf with tho conditions under vhich Indions
were living in Nauritius es well a5 the frpression of Haeidu
made hin undertcke & vioit to iiguritius 4n 1901, To hip
satiofection hore he found e crall Indle beyond the scos,
tlo was given o 1ost rousing velco.e on hio arrival in Port
Loulss On 1 Vecenber 1001, when Indien tetional Congress
was holding ito snnual segsion gt Calcutta, Gamdhi cube
ritted his rooore on Indions in lieuritiuce This vos the
"first nolitical oontict botuorn tho Indion nationaliocts

nd leurditicono., liovever, it 4o Lq-ortont to meontion that

this contoct woo liadte: only to Uouriciens of Indien

origin.

J The gympathy which this visit generated in the hoort
of Gondhijl f£inolly lcd hin to think of sotting up on orge~
nisation on the siote <onrtime later the Jchotng nanaged
to send onilzll Doctor, & barricter to Ueuritius with a
vicw to promoting the welfirc of the Indien community end
develon in thom the politicel ewcrrness, vhose traces
Gendhiji hed noticed vhen ho vizsited the island. onilall
clLo0 to l.auritius on 13 uctober 1507 end plunged hecdlong
in the tosk of c.ancipoting lebouring classes and thoreby
nelping crecte o oocioty wvhere Indien sottlers could cchieve
sorme proareos and play tholr legitinete role in national
cffcirs. lie found that ho could not ncrve tho couse of his

pco: . 1e unless ho had a nousporer at hio digposnls Later he



35

founded his woekly poucr the Hin‘usteni through which ho

relentlosoly otru gled to put tho eaco of Indion octtlers
to el)l the cduccted ocnd sympothotic poonless Undoubtcedly
t.aniloll oo o ploneor in .coking indiens pelﬁticallf
conscious in iourdtiuss. He alco encouraged Hindustoni

oo o lenguege, eluoys eddroascd getherings in it and even
pleaded for its ceccptance to bo tought ot schools, Thore
con be little doubt that «onilall's influence lorgely
contributed to tho sctting uy of the Royal Commiosion under
the Chalrnnenchip of 3ir Frank Jwottenhen in 1909 vhich
helped in focussing attcontion of the Governaent to the ine
cguitios heoped upon agricultural workers. Although fenilell
left liguritius on 23 Jdontoenber 1911, aftor o-four-year stoy,
tho syrpothetic chords that he hed struck for Indion lohour-
crs in tﬁe hearts of the Indien Heotional Congress roverboris
tod even ofter, lHowever, thio sy.nothy took a definite bhat
poneuhat ocltered look wvhen Infic becane inﬁeycﬁécnt. | Bow
India hed the copebility &n ito own hends but this conige
bility hod umwittingly slecod rostreint on ity sctions too.
The recponoibility infuced grovity end muturlty o Congrcss
policy, HKhetoric ond pious pletitudos might have sounded
hollow, 1f not followed by action. [Dut drporotives of
notional developuent wore se acuto that they did considerce
bly circumscribe the universel humenict espirotions of
Connresu loolershipe Tho caso of bicuritiuo was no oxec =

tion cithere bchru's rensoago cireascd o Indion corzanity
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in ileurgitiue 1o indicctive of this change in pprooch,.

Ho oxproosed hic joy at tho links which the Indien commue
nity had mointained with thedr anceotrol culturo and tre-
dition cnd ot the koen intcrast thoy showed in ovents
toking rlace in Indde. Houcver, ho afded that tho £irot
duty of Indo«louriticns was o shovw loyelty to their
country. It 1s at this ntege thcot we onter into discusnge-
ion on posteindcrendcnoo period's rolicy of India towards

v.ouritiuo, |

45 a »aﬁter of fact, in yoars prococding indcpendenco,
indic progrosced and gathored the copcbility to ald, olboit,
in & liiited way. But resl brookthrousgh caxe only aftor
1960 when dguritive too got indcqondence, and como to

occuny & placo in the comity of nations.

The ficurition Prire Jidnicter Br Rorgoolom pold a
visit to Indig veory much in Docombor 1969 end in courso
of vhich ho rcofiimmed the sindloritics in the political
porceptionn of the two countricss thoe Indlen Urime finioter,
Indira Gondind's vipit to Houritius in June 1970 was an
occasion for nctional celebration for amurltius. Uy moking
o part of hor cpeech in Yronch, siic touched the hoarts
of cven the ¥ronco-guritisn ucoslc. bven tho vipit of Britigh
wucen to {lauritius, according to sono observors, &id not
evoke as mucﬁ populaor enthusiasm'aa the viait by the Indion

Proaders Buring thisc vicit, she leid the foundotion-ptone
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of the Mehotio ¢andhi Ingtitute as a tribute to tho groat
Indian leader and in rccognition of hin vork on beholf of
oversess iimigrontss One of the brightest gymbols of Indoe
uaﬁritian fricndohip, this institute, wos commlcted in 1976,
Por 4t India increcsed the gront from lio. 4.4 rillion o
Li8e7e4 million., India's contribution wao in the form of
conzultency, tochnicions ond moteoricls and equipment.ﬁ

Thoge nricary exchongesn, thowyh ceoningly formal, contrie
buted very significantly to policy formulationn in both the
countrios. For Haouritiusz, the first ycar of independent
existonce, proved to bhe on eyowmoponcr, &g faor ao solfish

oirg of verious Swer Fewors wore conccrneds lauritius was
denrived of Dlogo Gorele and vas also neglectedy thic forced
uzon euritius the neccanity to cearch a gencrous and gyms
pathctic friond, Tehinn stock of cultural end othnic moorings,
Indic wao tho only ortion. Though the thesio (this dipger-
tation) trics to prove it thot ncotionzl interoste hove
absolute priocey over cultural @ffinities and that policy
formulitions should incovitebly flow £ron ¢he former, It

is drportant to noto thet culturel offinities Go provide

o sceondary cotabilising and rodercting foetor. Indle’s
policy formalotion in leuritian contoxt cone prirarily out

5 Jetre Anond, L
P18,

e m.ﬁi; a Jnly 1977‘
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of ito desiro to orocate a zone of pesce, cooporotion ond
fricndasbhip, Cultural cothnic st dlaritics as indicoted
proviously scrved as socondary consolidoting foctorse $his
asosortion con be proved by the abocnco of moteriel rooie
procity 4in tho bilcteral relctions otueen theso two counte
rios as wo chall urecontly cnalyoe in the contoxt of various
hich level peolitical exchicnges and thelr outcomess lisuritien
Priase iinloter, Pre Lungoolan hop visited Indlo cuite ofteon,
aluost ennuelly. He hos been prosent ot various cultural
fFunctions of notioncl inortances 4n 19 llay 1972 he preoided
over the Internectional Conforenee of Arya Jemajistoc ot Alvaer.
vuch vigits and prosonce have corved grectly o drow populor

Indicn ottontion 0 this island otate,

Inie’c policy of sypothotic ald to Uouritius took
o deofinito form by 1974: thet year Covernmont of India
cuarded 11 ceholorchips to Jdguritien students to study
nedicine, architocture, phamreey, oluention end Indion
cleasicel denco, at Infien Univex:itiec.6 Jithin one yoor
flawritine beconro the biggest rociniont of Indien e&ucat&dnal
scholarships - 19, By carly 1975 there vers more then 1200
ilouritiug studints ot various indian ecntrea for higher

leornings! “he focilitics in this re-ard were not liritcd

6 Uauritius Times (rort Louls), S soril 1974.

7 Le 1105 (New ielhd), 2 Vebruary 1975.
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to cducotioncl inctitutions only but oven the training
facilitica weore alco extended, FPor cxeshle, 10 trainces
£rom the Nouritien palice forec cene o inlde oo earl§ an

1974 to recoive troining ot various navel ectobhli-hiconto.

Fevourable trode and udd treationt to auritius 4o
alse @ very cignificant port of thin gencrous Indlan policy
but this acpeet shall be dealt vith and enalyscd in a
acprate chaﬂter. Un the cultural plone, Indie's policy
wag one of ective cooporation with countries having sigeoble
populetions of Indicn ori dn ond leuritiun was ono of the B
mogt imrortint acoong then, In Jenuary 1975 India end
HMauritivs cxchenged instruronts of rotificction of the Indow
Souricion Culturcl agre vent cigned in vYort Louls on 6
February 1973. In purcuence of this sccord & joint comnittec
uas set up to hold altornote mectinrs et recpective copiials
to formuloto auliuxal. scilentific and educationnl proyreTmos.
Thio sccord enviseged cxchengo of professors, writers and
artiota; anhange of publicctions end exhibitions s woll
as oward of scholarching in tho field of culﬁﬂre.s cnother
lonénark in thio field of Indoslicuritisn cultural cooperation
wags tho inouguration of lichatma Gandhi Institute on 9 October
1976 by Nirg Gendhi in chxse of her visit to that country.
This was bullt at ¢ ¢ost of s, 170'1cc3. indico’s ;;ntri-

vutiocn £inally gtood at +3. 75 laco in the fom of congultcncy

ne8e 3 Jenuury 1975,
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services, ctce This Institute wes to graxaté oricntsl
language ond culturc of o©ll lovels, including prirmary and
sccondary schools. Thic vory gare Indow-iiourition cultural
inturaction touched & now high whon o threewdoy tiorld
Hindi Convention wes held in loke {..curitius) €rom 20 to
30 augustfﬂ?ﬁau:itian Prermier wos the Chalrron of the
lictional Comatttee of the Convention. It was sgreed
cet un in .curdtine @ «orld idndd Centrc $0 coordinate the
work done in Hindl in verious countrico of the world.
adiroossing the concluding function, Lir ucowoonagar Cx-
rreaced his hoppincss on th: succoss of tho convention,

Heo thunked Jr Joran <inth, leader of the Indian delcogotion,
for the decep Interest he hed token in tho convention. The
largoot eontingent of 200 parsens was Lron Indias  Hegording
tho booho gifted by Indls to the lichotna Candhi Ingstitute,
Ar decwsosegoer coid that thoy would no doubt be of grent
use to the people of his country., He olgo obzerved thet
tods was aloo o £it occasion to pay tributes to “our
forefethors” vho canc to this cruntry from Indis with
nothing but e ayen end vites In his reoly ¢r Raran 3Singh
seid thot the none of Lpuritius vould bo written in golden
lctters for 4ts role in pro cgotion of Hindt and the entiro
titndl world was under decp debt of gratitudce to Maouritien

CGovorn cnt cnd prop!e.g Eerlier, «ir Lcrwoostgar hed

9 Tho Ti e of Jnddu. 31 sugust 1576,
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prcsided over the First dorld Hindi Convention held at
Nagpur £ron 10 to 14 Jenucry 197S.

Indian defonco forcen mainly novy too has malintaoined
a rolotionchin of corﬂial&ty.’éarmth and helpfulness towvords
souritiuss Indion navel chéss have regularly paid courtosy
cells ot vort Louip and juot aftor the doventating cyclone
‘Jorvedse' 4n corly 1075, tuo worshipo, including tho fleot
tenkor Iedede Yeepek orrived in {arch ond 4Lpril 1975 corry-
ing rolicf ocupplies. Lorlier on 3 April 1974, Indie gifted
the llguritian Governaont n.auaﬂaxd boat ‘Amar', oc o proof
of In2la's abidinglinterest in the independonce, progress
cnd prdﬁpaxity of the Govern—ent and people of liauritius,
Indien action drow instont ennlouse from the Houritian
procas  The lesding vecily Sguritiug T4oop wrote, “lithout
lfusa or pudlicity, Mouritius leornt that the Government of
india hao donated a reol patrel chip (not o lounch) ,.. thio
iz o haable beginning we are hoving our own little naval
force, thenhks to India. 11 louritiuve should be thankful

to the Indian Uovernzent for tho preciounp &onntion“gio

India's policy of bencvoleont og well as ‘mutually
beneficient' cooperation wont further in the reoelnm of
f£ioheries, hoeelth ond seiontific coopncration alcos Conac-
| cuent to tho viogit of lisuritian ﬁishories “inicter, 'r Rem

Seondur ‘odun, in becorbor 1076, Indio's finister for

10 e 2g _siing, 12 fpril 1974,
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agriculture, !ir Jogiiven Res essured him of Indie's readi-
ncoo to ceoist Lguritiuo 4in the £leld of £ichefood procesow
inge, providing oxoczio and olno €0 axplore nechenisction

of caioting fiching boats in Souritius end supply of nmorine

onginoe.il

Likcewizse kndde entended its epopcration in the
£icld of health, wnlfore end medicines Vr Karen Gingh, in
coursn of hic vioit to learitiu:, cplored tho possiblli-
ticu for further cooporation in this ficlde lo alco offercd
o holp Vouritiuvo, Lt recmuirced, in sropagation of vorioug
oticr weddeel systens oo dyugveda and Unend @n well ao

noture cure oaad Yogo.

Touriom beoing the primory industry 4in Deuritiug,
Indio tricd to contribute its utoost by introducing dirces
air end cea linkse Pirst cver pessonger sorvico by ceo
from Indic to Jcuritius ves incuarated in Uorbay on 27
April 1975 by the dnister of otate for Shipping cnd Yronce
poxt, :idle Yrivedi. The luxuryeliner ‘iHorshvordhen' owmed
by the hipping Corporation of India started colling at
vort Loulo and cnroute storted covering lowbooa ond Dor-
czs-wclcemm Doforo defucing ony dufinite direction on
policy formulctions baced on foctu alrecdy montioned, it
would be dcportunt to bricfly survey the elenents of
continuity and chenge in India's attitude or policy touards
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Mouritiug, oopeciolly toking noto of tho change of govorne
ment in Indio 4in the end of scoventias,

Forcign policy of a stato i5 s formulation of doclole
ong vhereby coertoin beonefits are striven to be obtained
from tho chwironnent for the echicovonent of certain nationel
goclo and given the volatile nuturce of intornagtional politice,
the cnvironncnt can nover be tchken ac static, thus with
changeo therpoforo in cnvironmont, cortain adjuctoonts or
modi ficotions, shifts or stresces in the foroign policy
of o netion are incvitebles oSut co for as Indion foreign
policy or ppecificelly Indo-ipuriticn intoroctions aro
concorned tho argument would be forwarded that therc wag
no such chengo oo could be doneribed as decisive or totol.
The overell €romeounrk within uhich the Janats Governmont
moulded its ontornal relations rercined almost the samo
oo that of its prodccescorss The oo called changes or
oshifts vere mora in tho noture of adjusticonts and on
geceoount of the regional ond intornotional climete ac porw~
gedved by the policy decisoien ehers. This point con bo
clarificd furthor by reforring to the intervicy given by
lire Halls Vojpoyco to the India Poday meqgucine., Yhenm asked
to clgobvrate the difforonce botween the Janata forcign
policy and that of the Congress, ho cold, "Difforences arc
not thot ircortent in tho £icld of foroign policy bocouse
it 1o alvecys bascd on elenents of continuity and chango ees

thero 46 bound O bo cone chongee. Bul we odhore ostrictly
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to the basic pootulutes and to notionsl concensus bocouso
‘forcicn policy chould sorve notioncl intorcotet?

Nt a differont eacasionxﬁ

too, irs Vajpayeo rcposcd
hio foith in thoe Rehruvien guidelines for India's foroign
policy to prosote tier ony, truct end & ceoperative gpicit
cnong notionss Such o relaotionship cmsng_naeicns wvould
strongthon peece, olindnote tonsions end redueo the donger
of conﬁlict.lg This theoroticel prodose on primecy oﬁ_‘
continuity in forcign policy unfler Janote 4o 0lzo oxci-
plificd by the cctusl intezﬁ&tion&lv&ehavisur with opocial
rofe. ence to Indowlieuritien intcractionss Two significent
crchonres took place brtireen these countrics in this peried,
Firot woo Ure S do goolon's vicit to Lew Delhi in Hovember
15717, Uyétkiﬁg ot o dinner hosted in honour of Dreds
Langoolon 4n licy welhi on 1 lovenber 1077, Prime dnic tor
Decai, while accuring India's continucd essistonce to the
Island, o feored to give Indiene- guritian cooperation now

dicensions on the basis of ‘rmtuclly benoficial bilotoralisa',

13 India Today (liew Delhi), 16«31 Jonuory 1979, ped9.
wuateﬁ by unnorama.ﬁohli in surendra Chonra, CGes
3 okde > Foliey (&ritsar®
) G.A.J.University ‘ress. 1950 e S28201,

14 soadnor on "Continuity and Change in Indie's Forcign
Policy" held under the auspices of the Jahoal of
International Stuules, otiU. 4.l Vajpayee's
inaugural cpecch on 13 ilay 1978.

1, (ler Lelhid), vol.17, NO5e 3-4,
éuly—ﬂecewb r 197&.. e3ila
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Dr Rewgoolan in hig choracterictic end usuol manner ocknote
lcined with gratitude tho conoiderehle help that India hed
oxtonded to Meouritiug during the past deocde. Lator, Forcign
idnicter, Acide Vojpiyeo's visit to Souritius in lareh 1978
provided onother opportunity to lcuders of the Jsnota
Governacnt to recfilen the unicue comcrederic botiueen these
wo countrics. Joncte lecders, €irost 1iko thoir Congress
céuntezpcztc, had tivre and co.edn roltoreted the priority
given by them €o pro-ote beneficial and £ruitful relotions
with Indie's ncighbours, especially the saller oncg.
Thug, ve notico o roloetive stebllity 4n biloterol relotions
of these two countrion, which iz undoubtedly o olgn of

moture end logical zoldcy purcaince,

Indiu' s polic, tovords louritius from the corlicst
tiwes heo boon bhonovolent inctesl ofF boeing boced on o
reglic of ctrict bilcteralica, ?h@ simtlority of percep=-
tions on intcrnotinnal evento end proble:s 05 has beoen
visible in verious joint couaounicues Losued at the end of
hish lovel cxcaonges over the yeers, end identicel sccurity
conecrno cou led wieh é.hasic 38 4lcrity 4n éGorcstic poli-
ticel nilicu and othnic sindlority to vhich reference has
been cde in o provicus porte  Whe change, alboit only
ostenoibly wve: thet of words, 17 too literal an intognroe
totion i rwde of the tera uscd Ly lire lprarjl Dosos,

while rueeking at ¢ Ginner hosted in honour of Nr.lengoolon
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at llew Rolhi on 1 dovember 1977. He roforred to 'mutually
boneficiol hilataral&sm*is which con bo intorproted as a
rcference o the foot that hithorto, the bilotorclicon vas
not mutuelly beneficlal or beneficial to India, becouge
of the pottorn of onu-woy ald flowey liowever, thisc line
wns nover ropcated lator on eni thus this new thinking

on policy dicd Gown. It io pertinent ot thio juncture to
anolyco why thio type of thinking croso and why it dled

- doun 5o silently. Upto 1077 indie caintocined clrost
cpociol ties wiech Houritiug, ¢ »roof of which is ¢the fact
that Indien rice ldnicter vicitceld that foravay end cmall
islend stote twice in 1970 and 1976 and o constont flow
of high dignitorico including (iniocters and panlor gOVarne=
nent officicle wan raintained oll these yoars o o virtuol
nogloct of fuicdicete nelghbours like ¢oldgten, Nepel,
Benglodesh, Ceylon ond burnas. doncta losdera in their
zoent for chengo, corrcction of inconnistonclies in foroign
policy of tho caunti?: thelr overcntihusioom to 15fuse
elonent of reglionel focus in {oroign policy end lostly

a chortoighted internreteotion of nationel interootn,

found Indicn oprrooch towards i.euritiuvs, dispronortionatc
and inconoistent bocaugces gixnt, (lauritiuve wogo not proving

boneficial to Indis cennordecllys goeond, it woo ot en

16 Jet¥y HNCAG, N2, ?ﬁl?gc y
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imrcdiate neighboury third, it weo streteglcally less
importont oo corpercd to Lepel or Burne, wnd hence o rotheor
raogh statenent by the then Prine lUnister Vesei, Houwover,
tho reocons for not prossing on that line arc culte obviocus.
First wao thot {ouritiup, Gue to gnell size end necgre nceds
can bo cultivated at o very low cost oo copoared €O big
ncighbours like bopel, ailstan, danglodech, durma, oto.
Jecond hedng, thet suncr Poucers ond £incnelclly strong

frch ptates werc not cosmoting cgoinst Indie in ilsuritius
whereas in douth aAsie, 5o was not the caco., Inddla could
nover moteh Hrch old to vokioten or cangledesh or the
Chincse, US or dritich old to Nepal, The thizd €octor

vas thet Indis boing a poor doveloping country suffers

from en scuto pouclty of resncurces and forcdagn exchongo

ond co any ottermt of piding and thus cultivoeting an fmucs
aiote neighlour would heve boen doomel o follurcs Keeping
theooe feetors in viow, 1t wos only expedicnt €0 rovert back
to o benevolent policy of oid towerds lauritius which boo !
gona on uninterruntced froo thon to tho present deye. While
anclycing indie's policy rorecptions tovards llouritius,

it secns nCCeOGOry to conctruct the proboble Naourltien

tiesg
porciptions on &hie with Ingic,

&t the very ocutset it 1p irportont €0 indicote thot

oll perecptions of tieo with Indio in lisuritius stem from

one principal pronooition i,ce indie i o cazable nction
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in the froocuork of the €iverne roomudrezonts of the iolond
states This copability in this particuler respect incor-
porutes ucny things cuch as politicel stobility, reospect
in international community, level of industrialisation and
toechnoloyical edvenecient, the nilitary trength, econonic
soundness and lootly the ctiinoedc wgrephic structurc. It

15 on theoo lines thet en eluboretion would be sttesptod, .

Jhouritius oo o country has o streteric locotion in
a scanitive orco ond has beon for nast mony yvears conccerned
about 1tc gecurity, survival end well being. Its rightful
clelsins hitherto . vnhonoured on bicoo Gercie and Tronolin,
hed created en urgeney for 4t 0 ¢agss international roli-
ticel cunport and povor-backing. Sesning in eancideration
ito donire not to invite unwelcone cuncr -ower attention,
India cnerged on the only country in the region on vhich it
could pin its hones about getting support. Yhe coorging
neval ccpobility of Indie, clthouagh serinicreolly, could be
of help to Liouritius in its bid for cccurity cnd survivol.
it is these gecurity poreeptions vhich are the roct cigni-
ficent port of the overall conspectuzs whisc con be aiserted
forccfully by rofcrring to state: ntsl? tido deliberctoly
in How Delhi by higheranking Caurition officizls cbout their

17 &hilip cie fllon in Lhe vold H L0
gﬁinn Ycoon Ialends, Jo&n en duthclﬂcrcdc
He¥au, ‘-K&»Cgr‘r' 1975)' 7.?1?&




49

detorndnotion to rctricve these iolends, “he cene line

of thouynt hio oven provelled in €0 leadcrship of tho

nouly eleoted loft=Tront (U D-rud ellicnee) govern:ent uhon
vriso idndoter (ncereod vugneuth coccking ot the first preoo
conforcnce sald ¢hat "we will Qo tho utooost 4n tho diplonctic
ficld and imternitionel fors with holn of amdia .ee to havo

our covercignty recﬁgniacﬁ“lg on bicgo Gorcta.

Given tho fect that poeople of Indian origin oocount
for morc then 70 per cont of the total populotion of this
islend, *nCic ploys o oignificont zole in the donostic
politico of thic countrys «lioost cvery political perty
vies for o complete support £rom the rmajority of tho ponte
lation of indion origin, vhich 1o undoubtedly fovourcbly
£ismoscd towords InGla, And due €0 this éésposition, a
f£ovourchble percuption of Indie wildeh 1o oxnedient, unwitts
ingly cocnos W thie forcs For.cr . ringe . dnintor ur. 5,
Looageolen cooucd heovily uwoon ¢thio contiint of tho nojority
of cloctosute by holding 4ndic in high csterza, reitcroting
hic desire for closer tivo with 4t end vipliting ¢ for too
oftcn. The new left front covorn ont 4o elco no excontion,
Jugt oLter two Jdoys of ceouning office it doclured itn
deosime to furthor ctrenjthon tho tios of fricndchip with
Indic. It, st the soe tive, invitced vrimo Jdadcter, Mo

wondhi to poy a visit Lo that country. Incidentcelly, Inéian_

A, 10 vuno 1902,
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Prine Jdinister, 48 the firce forcign dignitary to wihon
the nouly inutelled government hes cxtcﬁéeﬂ-aﬂ invitatien.lg
The iourition <rime (dnioter, Jugnouth weont a step further
by stoting thot his first foreign trip will be to New

QClhitza

gJeuritiuc is o scturcted icland with o density of
1100 inhcbitonts por geucre ridlo (1972), one of the highost
in tho world, cnd in thic gsituation, 1t con 111 afford to
hove a8 treditional industricl infrostructuro which rcquires
2 lot of gpoece ond vhich ercotes 8 lot of pollution. The
only option oscn 1o tho importation of zophigsticeted high
cfficiency technologye India, olthough a developing counte
ry., hos of leote gathcred consicerable caportise in high
preecislon toechnology like computronies, advancoed clectricsl
ond neehanicel engincering vhich it hoe been willing to
charo with fcllow écvcleging‘conntries undior the Indien
Technicol wnd icono de Coopurstion Crograzie {(ITLCP).
This progpoet 4o roost geceptable to lieuritiun becauce 4t
io f£rce £ronm any éype of zoron stringo s well o2 the bene
of multinationals dousing ond deluging the indigenous
tclents Indie hao clso echicved consideroble cmeortise
in modernising agriculture. 4ndic hes imacnge ccpobility

19 For dotoilr sen the Prens Trusot of India doopateh
fro: Jort Louis in Tipes of Indip (Hiww Delhi)d,
20 vune 1982,

20 wditorial Y. Clean wween®, Ticen of Indta, 10
svuno 1902,
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to agoist lHouritius 4in ito cfforts to develop ond diveroify
ito cono=Crop agrowcconomys In the reolims of reeonstruction
ona écvelagment'clao indla's cxertdse conpetes fovourebly
araldot globol co netition, 412 tﬁeau capabilitios ovailoble
al-oot for onuiin , plup the ivnoritives of nationel intcroct
ond nationel devologrent are bound to have a favourable
rcflection in the porerstions of Indic in auritivo, Ha a
rigtter of foeg, it has no longer romained c© porccstions it
{10 on o vious reclity. oinco 1070, unfer tho IT.L.C.Ve,
ovor 50 indien croorts ore sorving An Dourdtius guert {ron
poevercl otheor indicn experts 4n other ficldao., lcuritius
algo made use of ¢ technoecconoric roport, proaered by on
indian ewpore, suggesting the sotting up of en intecrnotionel
girport in the Jorth. $hic construction of this sirport wves
cntructed to the Chinenco, utilining Indian conpultoncy

segvicen.

J #mother Lmportont foctor contributing faovoureble por=-
custion of Indlo to isurition policy/deeision raling 4o the
totol identity of vicus beteon theze o countrices on global
iazucoe doth, strictly by cholca, cShere to o policy of
non-clignuent end stounchly bLeolicove in pecccful cocnistonres
bBoth strive for tho ercdlic tion of raciclicn and immericlisn

vherover they still exist on this corthe  shey both oprose

21 Vedilol vegli, cde, Lenritius (Lorbeys Comiorce
Publichers, 1977), pe27.
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any £rech cneroochmont on their neuly won indoscendonco by
noo=colonialiot forcens Loth theoe stetes otend for the
indian ocoen a0 a none of pecece, frcoe from sunor pouver
wivelries ond forelon military bocese Dua o0 this rerarke
eble identity of vigus, louritius tonds ¢o percoive Indis
to o ‘vomrode-in-or:a' 4n thoe long struggle cired st
rcdrossing the inecuitics ond incrnsistencies of intcornoe-
tionel oycton of todoy.

he logt but not et oll insiondficont footor ic oleco
the scntinent of the proscnte-doy gencration of inhabitants
of Indicn origin, their neaﬁalgia. respect and offcetion
for Inlio. Hoveover, it io Looortont ¢o indiccto thet thio
trotiicrlend syndroue' 4s not ond cennot ho tolicn ags come=
thing permencents In offcect, wvith the coning of ago of e
noy ucnorotion, whooe hopos oand osplirations ere genercted
end fulfilled in thot country 4t elf end vhose cducotion
wnd wbringing is done §n an‘ntnoaphcro. roiicllly different
€rom thot of Indla, it is only noturcl! to sec thio type of

enthusicon die dovn with the pesascge of time,

Howovor, this poilnt rotcino ﬁamb peederde sionifle
conee boeouse until recently vhon Dr Roagoolem'o fotional
#1lliance Porty was 4in power the overeae cge of coslition
Lenbors was 60 yoers nlus wvhich roont ond cignified a ﬁaﬁy
of policy naolcrs of old goncration vho voro very closo o
India, ito frecdon strugale and osubsecucntly the struggle

for indcpendcence of thoilr oun country, -ith such perzons in
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power and placen of cuthoritative decision meking, it was
quite natural to concedve of tho proviously mentionad nostel-

gia op woll as rotherland syndrome for Indla.

A now dovelopment widch 43 yet to b2 verified and

- Judged by prolonged oxporience {9 the chcrgence and coming
to power of @ loftist coglition (Movement dlitant Mauricien
et Parti Soclalinte mguriaicnne} in Nooritiue, who reprosent
the youth power and whono overoge &ge is only 39 yearo Bﬁ’
corpored ﬁa 60=plus of the provious crecutive vody. It 19'
due ¢to thia development thot theo sctucel validity of thin

argument remains a oot point.



CHAPTER 11X

DIFLONACY OF TRADL AND AID IN ACTION

wWith the pasoage 65 timo, international relations have
grodually tended to ko more and moro multifocotcd and divided
inte verious specialiced domeins of activity cnong nations,
be it bilateral or multiloteral contacts. Those specisiiscd
domoins of activity compriso of the interactions at political,
geonomic as well ﬁﬁ ntrategic lovels. Political omd otrotegic
aspects ars being dlacuosed at longth cloevhore. We take wp
the cconomic aspects of inmteraction here, ond anolyse them.
in Indo-Mauritian contonts The august ogcerdly at Bretton
Voods 4n July 1944, botter known o5 “"the €ingncial helf of
the Conforonce of Son Tranciceo® set apoce a process which
vas to make cconomic affairs an arona of utmost pxicrity in
modorn internationol relotions ond which vos to revolutionw
iso the sulking and outuorn mediovel preacticos going by tho
name of diplomacys For Imdie an well as for some other
countrics lator in succession diplomocy of trade and aid
come to occupy o voery importont place, just o5 thelr proe
ductive cepobilitios dovolopede But in controst to the
. approsch of pursuing traae and aid for the soike of it and
it alone, 25 i3 the cosc with individual organisctions and
bu#inasa intcreots, India's (ond for that matter any othor
notion'a) diplomacy of trado ond ald 45 eport from its pure
oconomnic content, 8 meeno of promoting its othoer intorasts

mainly political. HRax Ueber's oboorvation, alboit in e

54
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difforent context holds cuite true vhen ho sayo, "Intoronts
{nmoterial and ifdool) not idcos, dominnto dircctly the actions
of men, Yot the ®imagos of tho world" creotod by theso

i 1&éa5 hsvn vory oFten sczvba ng suitches dotormining the
tracks on @hiah the dynoticn of intorosto hkept actions
moving". This ghous tho ultimate linkoge and interdopen=
 doncos &é a nmutter of fect all nctions desire and contie
nuously search for notionol cecurity, cconomic wollebeoing
and political indepondoncecs Eeconﬁ_ta gocurity comes tho
promotion of economic intereots vhich include tho prosere
votion ond acquisition of foveurable conditions or torms

of trede. Housvor, decpite the above vicws normally
aseribved to the forcign cconomic policy of ony nation,
India's occonomic intoraction with Hauritfus offers an

intercsting study vhich is cquitc novel in contont.

To stert with 4t i3 imporotive to discuss the olims
of Indic’s diplomacy of trade and oid with (inuritius,
The moont obvious é%asnns scen to be: firntly, India would
bo oble to increasc its sphore of influencer gocondly,
such ¢ontacts would contribute to its national wellebeling:
thirdly, oince Mouritiuo has o sizesblo Indion population,
it 40 necessary thot it should estoblioch troade linka ond
aﬁfﬁt eid to themr ond fourthly, thet Mouritiue offers
India Lmuence potentiol for cbeorption of consumor goods
and othor cammaﬁities vateh would help prop its omort

atientaé-eaanbmyw it moy be thet theso foectors are
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rolovent in come woy but it must not bo forgotten that
individuelly thoy constituto éﬁxy the peripheroal ones,

and o subgsegquent analysis would revoal that very often, in
inte rnational politics the cconomic mothods are opplied
to obtain political &iviﬁ&nﬁa cither arxelusively or by and

larges. But first, o bricf survey of actusl intoractions.

r7he Indo=louritian economic tien, though not so old

as the political ties, dato bock to 1972 whon oan Indow
Houritian agroenment was signoed, Undor 1t, for the €irst
time, Indie came out in a big way to holp this inland-

state. India hod offored o loan of Roe32.1 million and
| made a grant of 18.20 millions for vorious projccts thero,
Technical aszistonce worth Re 2 millions was olso GﬂViS&gﬁﬂcl
But in actusl practice, the thorough pursuonce commencod
only in 1974, which.witﬁcsse& mony occordss For the first
time, the louritions rellied on Indian technicel skills,
The Bombay Suburbon Blectric Supply Corpany cecured a
contract for electrification of o S-stor hotel there anidst
stiff zntarnatianal‘emmpetielan, Apert from this, onother
cgrocnent wap taaﬁhcé. undor which Asbostos Producto
Company was to manufecture ccomont pipes in tsuritiuvs. The

share copital of the venturc was to be Rs 385 million,

1 J.°¢ bnend, “iguritius®, XDJA Journp) (New Dolhi),
vole.l1l, no.2, Octobar-Dotembor 1978, peli8.
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iccal contribution gmounted to 75 por cont ond Indian 285l gw
tanco stood at 25 por cent, It woo to produce asbout 15,000
tong of pipes annuolly and provide omployment t0 more than

70 poroons initielly. India cloo alded Hauritius by decide
iag in Horch thot yoor to sward 11 scholarships to Mouritian
studento to otudy medicine, architeocture, pharmaey, educstion,
otc. ot Indian institutions of highor cducation.

The visit to Indla of irx. Scewoosogar Kemgoolem along
vith five of his Hinloters and aﬁhat cenlor officiala in
cerly Januvery 1975 wap vot another milestone in Indow
Meyritien cconomic rolations. Indio ond Hauritius, on 9
January signed e 1S-ycar loon agrocment for Ra § crores to
onoble NMouritius to buy cophisticoted industrial goods.

The loen which corricd a rate of intorost of 5 per cont was
to have 8 graco peried of threg yeors ond wos €0 be utilisced
for a number of projcots in the privatu scctor in Mouritiug.
Indis aloo agreed to o commercicl crcdit of Rs 10 crores

to Mguritiuo but no agrecmont for this wos signeds Hinister,
Khorjogat Singh oeld that India hzd informed them to draw
any anount from thic credit any €ime. Jf the loon of Re 5
crores, Qo 3% crores vere already comaitted for o numbor
of projccto ond tho remoining Ks 1.5 crore worc loft for
the projfecte t be 1dontificd by Mourition Government,

Thio agreenent wvas signed by the Indian Finance Hinister,

C, Subrohmeniam snd the Houritian lLdnister for Eoconomy.
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Planning and Dovelopmont, Khorjagot singh. Mr Rhorjegat
Singh stated that ¢his loan given by India "leaves uz with
great £ioxibility since 4t 1s not ticd to any particular

projoct.®

The comnerciol credit of rupeco ton groreo w&s to
be utilised for purchesing hoavy mochincery, tronsport
ccuipment and clcotric gencretors for various projacts,
21l in tho private sectors During the two days of vide-
tnng£n§ talko botween Fr. Romgoolem ond firs Indire Gondhi
and their &exﬁgatianﬁ, Indio committed loans snd crodits
totolling Ro 17.5 crores for the developnent plan of

Hiauri tiuma

it 1z worth mentioning thet vherces trade
registored a healthy growvth, increcsing €eom Ro 15 mdllions
in 1970~71 to Ro 68 milliono in 1975, this cctivity remeined
negligible as imports from Indio roprosent only 3 per cent
of total imports, whorees oven Gouth Africo provides 11.6
per cont of dts irmports, Howevor, the imports rzose Lrom
Mauritisn Rs 13 million in 1970 to Ro 17 million &n 1972
and Ro 30 million in 1973, Irport:s by Indio from Mauritius
wero almost nogligible.® In tho middle of 1075, Mouritius

Sacided to buy 100 buses from Indlay agreoment to that

7808 (tiw Delhi), ischmm‘y 19?5‘
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cffect vao reached vhen Mouritian Yorks nﬁd Tronsport
Miniater AH.l. Ogman visited New Delhdi with on S~momboyr
high power delegatian,4 It noy, howover, be recelled thaot
by 1975 more than 40 Indien cxperts were nnsisting Hourie
ticns in cconomic and ooclol development of thelr country
undor the indian Technicol end Econonmic Cabyﬁratian'

3chontas S

The vear 1976 sov tho second wvisit to Mauritius dy
the Indian Prime Minioter in October. Indla assured all
ponsible assistance to HMouritius in its offorts to devaelop
oand diversify its nono-crop economy ond ovorcome its
- econonlc problemse India sgrecd to ausist the Mauritiug
gev@rﬁmcﬁt to set up &n induntrial technical ihetituta
for training local manpuworuﬁ Eorlior Indin ond Maouritius
signed on cgroement on 22 April 1976 for devcloping znell
industries in Mouritius based on ogriculture and forest
rogourees,; tontiles éna light ongineering induntrios,
Recping in vieuw the agriculturcl bese of Houritian econony,
indio grectly oopisted that country in thio domain too,

4 teuxigius Tires (Port Louisl), 3 June 1975,

5 The Economic Times, 2 Fobrusry 1975.
6 J.P. Anond, "Gmt Gondhi's Africe Visit"s Hews Roviow

on South Asia”, losa, October 1976, p.727.
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HMinisteor Bherjogat 8ingh ocid, ioter nlis, in Yort bouls
on 4 deptonboy, that HPouritiuc vanted <o diverpify her
sgricultursl producticn pottorn co oloo her cconomy in
genorols Tho ol was.to increane the por gere output of
sugarcene and ¢hus rcleaso como lond for cultivation of
rice and othor corcola. Thic vos ¢ help refluce the
dopendcnca of that ¢ountry on othors for oupplicen. It was
precicely this cndesvour which India copouscd wholchoartedly.
Caoporation in f&sherias'élea.gmt high priority vhen it wes
decided aftor o visit zo Delhl by lDourltion Fischorioo
Binlcter Ranm woondur Hodun that India would provide an
export as well oo machinery for the fishefood procesaing,
troining focilitios for tho Hauritiaon perpconnel in ship
hondling wore alco egrecd upon. Further it was decided

to explore mechonisstion of oxlsting fishing boats in

Heurltius plus providing morino ongineos

The Meuritien Governmont alco roncwed invitation to
Indion Andustriclisto end ontgreprenours Lo sot up indugs
sriens in Mouritius. It offorod coaplete cooporation in
moking cuch ventures o success. HDauritiun offored foci-
lition including thet of tum-holidoy ranging fron 5 to
15 yeoros and aloo provide copital for its dovolopments
ranging £rom 40 to S0 por cent of the total eutlay.v

7 Izibune (Chondigarh), 2 Fobruery 1976,
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In March pemo year Indion Minisotor for Steel and Minos,

Hr Chandrajit Yadov, on reﬁnrn.fremvﬁuuritius after the
40th caavantian of tho Lobour Porty, sold that Houritiug
wag sxploring tho possibilitios of collsboration with
Inais in setting up pepor and stecl rolling mills. India'o
nssictonce was alco being cought for the oxpension of
electricity grbgrammﬁaga Hlowever, by 1977, Indien axgorts
to Heuritius wore so dlversified os to include engineering
goodo, iron end stoel, transport ceulnnent, mﬁﬁm@c
germenta, toxtiles, textile vorn, threado, srticles of
rupber and phormeeeuticolss 70 stroncthen and diversify
indo=iipurition biloterel coopecrotion, &n ogrecnent on
coonomic, tochnicel, culturcl eooperacion was concluded
in 1978, vha o corollary to thio agreoement, a Joint
Comalooion wao set up botween dndie and Mouritiuse The
first meoting of thio Joint Commignion wag held at Hew
Delhi in Horch 1979, Undor an egrootent oigned on 4
HMarch 1978, Indis furthor extended the commercisl credite
for the supply of trangport end heavy cquipment. Undor

a8 goparote deol finaliced lator that year on 23 Octobor
1978, HMpuritius docidcd to inport 24,000 tonnes of rice
fron India of Ine8 Longbold mciium variety.® Apart from

8 The Hindu (tiadran), 8 Horch 1976,

The Tiros of India, 24 Octobor 1978,
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theose secluded instances of various ocoords, thore hes
prevailné»a.unique canﬁinuity in Indo-ipuritian trode
rolations, resulting from tho follow-up action aftor high
lovel exchonges each time. While thore 4is no trode agrooe
ment botwaen the twoe countrios, Indis hes been helping
Nouritius in cconomnic, technical ond cultuzai‘ﬁiﬁlds by
deputing about 150 exports under o bilotersl progremme by
providing training and educotional facilities in Inﬂia

for #Mourition nationalo. As on 1 Januory 1982, thore wore
six Indian joiﬁt véﬁturea in opeorotion or in thé process
of being sot up. The ficlds covered by joint ﬁ&aﬁures
include roecdymode gormeonto, oteel rollinmg mill, dyeing ond |
processing of textiles, assombly ond manufacture of pumpa

and eonstruction of mtalﬁeiﬂ

The third and latest vioit
by the Indion Primo Miniotor to Lauritius (23«25 August)
this year:hos opened up new vistes oand has considerobly
broadaned thoe anbit of coonomic cncparution.bﬁtwncn thesoe
two countrics, In course of tolka, Indie agrocd to give
o crodit of Rs 100 mill;cm; gpart from this it &lso agreed
to help process up to 1,50,000 tonnes of crude oil o year
in Indien rcfinories for tsuritiuse India agreed to help

HMeuritius in the maintonanco ond nsocurity chocks of
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airorafts in the field of civil aviotion. It was nlso
agrecd upon that Indio would holp Meuritius in setting uwp
a otato trading corporation, o shipping corporstion end
smallescale inductries, India proniscd €0 send teonn of
experto to Houritius o help 4t in tho ficld of zmall-
scale indusntrics and to sot up o ohipping cazpar&tinngll
it wos aleo reported that Indis vas to provide £inanciocl
psclotaonco for the purchose of some ghips for the propoged
shipping cmxparntiaaaig India, dospite fincnclisl conge
traints, took the lead in cnnouncing o humonitarion aid
amounting o Rs 1 million for the relief of Illois poople
who were forcibly evicted from Ricgoe Carcia and dunped
into Mauritius end who are leoding o misorable lifo in

HMaurltine as refugecs.

Reeping in vicy tho gbove progrommo 4n the economic
interactions botween thoso two countries end taking note
of some figures portoining to bilaotorsl trade, we rooch
some conclusions wvhich sre pertinent encugh to morit some
analyois. Over o period of sevon ycaors Indo-llauritian
bilaterol trede grew more than 75 tineo in wolume from

Re 15 millions in 1070-71 to Ra. 111 miliidons An 1976477,

it Ibidas 25 Auguot 1982,
iz The Telearooh (Caolocuttal), 25 August 1982,
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Indian exports to Hauritiuo were oven moro impressive
starting from 8 mere Heg, 1413 crores in 196970 thoy went
up 0 Ro. 3,89 crores in 1897374, In 1975-76 ¢thoy stood et
Bo 6.78 ecrores end went up o Ro 23 ¢roron in the carly

eighties;

TADLE 3

IHDIAYS EXAPONUTS TD MAURITIUS 1976-80
{value in million rupocs C.i«f.)

] e A ry e e
§
Holn Sector § 1990 | 1979 §197e §1977 ! o197
4 ¥
L . i i r3 ' .&
1« Food and live i
aninsis 128,9 64,8 16,5 10.3 1042

2+ iachinery and 0418 32,3 23.9 16.2 11,7
tronsport . -

3. ldpc.monufoctured  019,4  20.7 33,8 20,5 18,9
ftoms

4+ Manufactured goods 007.8 38,9 47,5 42,9 46,9
by matorials o :

Totelp: | 194,9 16327 121.7 89,9 87.7

Sourcet R on Mpuritius 19681, High Commission of Indin,
Port Loudsn,
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Thuo amyatts'witnnsscﬁ an unprecedonted riso of ovor tueonty
times in volumo, The aree vhich did not keep uwp tho rogo
was ©f imports which remaincd ii-ited moinly to éepraa,ﬁbunﬁ
gplonty in Houritius. This lcd to a ﬁntni‘imgart i1l of

on incrediblie 7 lokh rupoes only in 1974475, India, keoping
in vicy, tho onoroous need for sugar 1@9@:@3 in this country
could have increpscd lts impores by ﬂurahaﬁing sugor Tt 1;
thore is © hiteh wh@ch.has o1l olong Gotorrod it from doing
£, The main oport norkets for Hourition suger arc UL,
Canefia ond the VA, who hove fixed cuotes for import of
sugar from this country. Thoy also purchase tho byproducts
of sugar L.c. mlasges and bogasse ot proforentiol toriifs
vhich would sioply defy eny ceononie logie in Indle, given
the foct that wo 60 not nocd €0 irport molssses and begoecoo
ot all and the sugar too is produced st o cheaper cost in
india itoolf, In the colendar yoar 29?5. for cromplo,

the overell price of sugar purchased by tho US was fixed

at £ 260 por long ton for bulk rav sugare

From the above exposition wo con eanily discern
thot 4if atld vas not tO0 bo counteld, the coononle activity
botweon Indic ond Mauritius wan decldedly in fevour of
the former, But then India has bocn vory gonerous in itp
cid to ﬁauritiuajin spite of its limited copitsl basce
it hao “provided acoolstonco to Jdeveloping countrico.
Boeoides, 1t has given sizesble grants to its neighbours,
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noarly throe-£ifth of ito aid s grant,l>

'But then enother guestion thet orisos 15\ﬂﬁy-xnﬁih S0
vigorously pursucs etonomic relotions with Oouritive whon
it is not 2 paying proposition on the foce of 187 Does it
not ¢go against ocur nationol intorests? The anower con be
yoeo and no both, But 4f wo aro to sce the scme in broader
contoxnt, wo would £ind that {t is not agoinct our netional
interest. "It i on clemontary prineciple of the scienco
of intcrnotionsl rcleotions that thoe old giving states aét
' largely in their own interests end tho glving of ald for
otﬁﬁr'reasons, as an eminent guthority on forelgn oide
Edvord G. Loson hao rightl} peintod out, constitutes the
exception rother thon the rule ”-14 and kooping thea above
“idees in wiew it follows £rom the politicol noturo of
foroeign aid thot it Lo not a scionce but con art. The
art rcoulres by woy of montal predisposition o political

soncitivity o ¢the intop-relaotionghip omong the facts
18

prosont and future and onds and mooans, and this
13 Sumitero Chisthi, "Infio’o Forelign Ceonomic Policy”,
Internntional Studios {qu ucihi), volel?, noo.ld=d,
P&'@BOi
14 Js Bendhopedhyay, The loking of India's

policy (New Dolhis wilicd, 1900)a, PeG6s

18 ﬂorgcnthau, H.J., in Lclallgn, Glson, ucnﬁcrmann,
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interrelationship in indgia's cose provides the linkigo

will focilitate the understonding of this phanamana.3xxﬁg;a‘%
koon political interest stonds oxerplificd My the pr&?iau;ﬁil
chapter on Indo-ilaurition intoractions. Sinco both Of‘ﬁhﬁ§é 
countrics do not profess ony specific predilection for
g&oliﬁi&ai idenlogy, the only vieblo platform that con
genorate closcnens in that of economic ¢Qﬂ?ﬁtﬂti&ﬁﬁ- Thinke
ing of yrﬁxﬁm&ty on the basis of ethnic roots in the twone
tieth coentury, on the fece of hungor, undexéﬁevalc§ment

ond poverty would bo 11vingzg fool'a poradices Coincidone
tolly, bouritius hoppens €0 bo small state with cqually
~1sall needs in any domain of soclo-oconomic or politicow
cultural activity, This, given Indi. ‘s vost comporative
rosources, ma.on it ecoicr for Indie to afford the luxury

of cultivating Mouritius 4in & big vay., Indis can toke 8
£lottcring dolight of being a groct donor by providing

an little as Ro 10 araéea unich, in intornotionsl terms,

is just insignificonts A rolief of Rs, 1ﬁvlakha for

*Illoin' refugeecs in Houritiuo would suffice only to elicit
o dicdoinful ohicger aiaeuher&-in thie world, ooy, Afghon
rofugecn in Pakistan or Polestinians in Libyp. But theo
irpoct of the same in Heuritius had bocn overwhelming.

Sut thon the cuostion arioes thoat it 4 aﬁuaily caay for
other countrics also to\cultivate elosc relations with
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Mouritiuc. %Why don't they suceceed? It is hero thot the
cthnie factor comes in the view. The only plausible logic
that praveils is that due to ethno-cultursl affinity the
Heuriviens prefer to turn to India for hely instead of most

othar *totally’ alien natlions.

Sinco tho view thst prooorvetion of oxtornal savereigne
ty in tho context of heavy depeondonce on foreign aid demends
tho diversification of the sourcos of forelign aid is not
scen to e applied by the Hleurition foreign policy decisionw
mckers, it would be unjuct to soay that in this particular
aree cthnic factor is one only of periphcral intorest but
novertheless it cannot be donied thot it 1o not the primary
factor either,Had Lt been so, South Nfrica w&uiﬂ not heve
provided for 11.6 per cent of its imports: would not hove
sceupled second place efteor UK in respect of ocwports from
teuritiuse It indicates once moro that political relations
arc not bullt primorily ond ontirely fon hiotoricael or
othnic ascociations; geopolitics ond national inteorests

certoinly hove thelr over~weoeoning woight and decands.

It can be concluded in o forthright manner that
trede with Hauritiug is not & vieblo economic activity
for InGior it i only continuing bocouse of 4ts lotent
linkego with political and strotegle interostss The trode,
1f piloteral end substontiel, con alone be qualified in

gonaral terms as & viablo coonomic intorcourso between any
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two countrics. The practice hos it that unileteral and
smoll trade is more often than not politically motivated.
Houritisn copacity to export commodities to India 4o resm'
tricted to corpa ond suger of vhich the iatter is produced
in Indlo ot tho some, if not cheocpor cost as regords copra
the copacity o abosorb is circurscribed by the fact that
india can moot moat of {ts demend by its own produces The
argument thot maurltius has attained the capacity to export
consumer goods and readymede clothes due to its constant
cnoouragement $o establishing tho Export Processing Zonos
{LPZ) is olmo not vory sppesling bocouse theso cammdﬁitiea
e not competitive oth in price end qﬁaliﬁy, given the
sbsence of raw moterials in the island nation and global
difficultics in restricted technology transfer. #Added to
this the coot of ctransportotion leaves them slmost without
~ ony buyers. In the p:@annﬁitime ag well 8s in not too
distant o future, ot lcast it seems there would nover be
ony comparicon between Mauritius ond Singapore. HXeeping

in view the lattor's irmense copscity to export, this 1o

so becgune it cccuples a very uniscue geogrophical position
on the maps its populstion corprisos meinly of hardworking
Chinese immigrents ond that there is no alternstive for

any other thing, like agricultures, but tho export-oriented
cfficient industrios and lost but not the lesst its osuo-
clation with one of the importent econormdc and pelitical
groupings 1.0c. ASEAN, ‘
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On the import side, Meuritiug, due o its gmall sizé
end populotion, i not luerative: 4t con ot bost hc'an ine
oignificont irporter of only & fou itens that India offors,
and then thore too indla hes cuperior cﬂm@&tﬁtﬂrﬁ-likﬁ Englond
{qualitywine) and South Africe (pricevisel.

TABLE 2

MAIN TRADING PALTHLAS OF DAURITIUS
{Import Figurco in U.0.9 million)

F§ ) 4 ¢ ¥ A
{us §au atr«,zzmnﬂi PRG S UX ! S.Afri< Indie ! PRC
H s 81 alic ; co H : 1 co H H
¢ : : . : :

1574 1505 14,6  23.6 19,5 44.6 28.4 62 3.4

1975 16.8  20.0 28,5 22.1 56,3 32.1 947 9.2
1976 11,2 1744 36,7 21.8 58,4 35,5 13,7 = 10.2
1977 11,3 23,8 48,4 21,8 99.3 47,3 1404 11,7
1978 16,5 27,5 54,9 20,7 76,2 58,4  20.8  23.5
1979 23.5 28,8  53.2 20,9 76.7 76,9  27.1 8.5
1980 22.2 32,6 62,8 22,8 69,2 96,5 30,1  10.1

Spurco® Dircction of Trade otntiatics Yoarbooks, 1981, INF

Report €rom - (How Delhil, 27
August 1982,
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Howover, despite vehemently orguing oround the idea
that cconomic tics with Hauritiug are not vory vieble, it
haa been ocoecpted that hoth trade and 8id servo as aatnlfats
in buttrcgsing our politicel objoctives in gﬁﬂﬁr&l and honce
cnomolics that have bedivelled those cconomic relotions are
also to bo pointed cut, 3Jince thoge anomalics defest the
very purpeso of tho liberol terms, we ore offering and
are thus doubly hazmful, For oxample, it 4s true that Indio
hod in 1972 offored to the Governoent of llauritius a losn
of Kgs 32.1 million ond prordscd anothor sum ﬁf Rpe10.1
million &n grants, tut, while touritiug hordly touched
tho loan, the grant too wos only partially uceds. Vhy was
it s0? 4& ip becouse of the otiff conditions that India
normolly aplicas to ito loeans ond in o situation where
otratcgicolly significont Meu:i'iué could get many others’
offcring oid at much liborel temms, it is quite netural
for 1t not to touch ite The Chinese opproach deplotod
from the following incidont may do well to gulde indic's
foreign economic policy decisionerokern. Chine offered
¢ handcome loon of Ls. 170 million, with no interost,
for tho building of on alrport. hen o Heouritian Hinister
ooked tho Chincse locdors, Lf thoy could ihvitﬂ Indion
exports to build the airport, they most graciously told
hin thot it won for fauritias to ﬁeci@e'which onperts o

to cmploys. “Tho Chinose 8o not carc vhat you do with
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their money. Thelr social valngs arc not for export when
the Chinese forelgn policy is invalvcd?.xs

Another thing i3 the ovorlooking of various arcas
whero Eruitful and mutuslly boneficisl cooperation can
eosily flourishs In opice of a largo oros classified as
forosts, YMouritius has to Lopore sbout 16 per cent of 1ts
reguirements of wood from other countrios, mednly Burms
and Molaysia., Even way back in 19746, tho import bill of
such products wae Ro 35 million. India with abundent
forest resources could do well to bocome a relioble supplior
instecd of Burme or Nalaysie vhich ore not only far off but
are also otherwise insignificont trading portners of

Hauritiusg,

Cooperation in tha'asmains of ficheries is»aléa an
aopect which rogudres o grocter comphosiz due to its pignie
ficance to both tho countries with an almost unchecked
growth of population. Indic ié in o dirs neconsity to top
sec-food resourcon ond its gradual ponetration in deepe
sea fishing oporations ic quite significont. In ﬁénritzue,
during 1974, the total consumption of figh wag approximately
2500 wons out of which 4300 tons woare &mgaréeﬁ £rom othor
countries, . The annual cutch‘ﬁrbm;lagoans had dropped from

3000tons in the sixtics to 2000 tons during the last fou

16 Vadilanl Deglf, cd., Usuritius (Bombayt Comnmerce,
1@?7}; P~n2?‘ *
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yoars due to over-oxploitation. Since the yxﬁspgcts for
incressecd production from leogoons end offshore {(i.e. just
outside the reofs around the island) €icheries are limited,
the bulk ¢f their future needs too will hsve to come from
deep, seas. Enhanced evoporation in this domain with Meuri-
tius providing berthing and curing focilities to Indian
trowlfors and fish, rospoctively and India shoring from

the potentially enormous catches could be a specimen of

superbly boneficisl bilateral cooperotion.

Coaperation on these lincs would also do woll to
- redress the lopuoldednens of econonic transactions between

thego two neste-shore neighbourss



CHAPTER IV

POLITICO~STRATLGIC FACTOR IN INDO-MAURITIAN INTERACTION

India's intercsts in promoting bﬂtterign& frateornal
relations with cmuntfiesrﬁith sizcoblo numbor of people of
Indian origin would only orroncously be traced o gheer.
sentimontality. Even in such coses the primsry inpulse is
the oxistence or a probobility of existonce of a eonvérgenca
in {dcas rovolving round the putative national nolf-interests

of the countiiea in qma&tiwn. The fact moy not go unnoticed
oven O o casual obgscrver that torritorisl end strategic
concerns have led to thé doeveloprent of a policy in Indlo
.giving greater ottention to countries vhich lie closer to it,
Due éé diotance 82 well ao loas gtrategic location, people of
Indian origin in Surinem may not got tho oome rosponse as do
the Nouritianse Though it.is agreed on cll honds thet cul-
turally an well es troditionolly Indians in that.Amarican
country arc c¢loser to India than the HMouritians, The upshot
of the obove exsmple is that convergence of interests or
porceptions appurtencnt therc-to is what spurs the activity
ot tho intornationcl level, ‘'Intercst® is unﬁaubteﬁly a
torm of wide ramificetions which also incorporoten the polie
ticel oo wcll as strotegic interests ond it is these which

arce the malin plenkp of enalysis prosentlys

Taking first; the pqlitieal factors, we_iinﬁ that
Indie hes elmost no political intorest in pursuence of

relotions with Mouritius, i1f ‘political interost' 18 construcd

T4
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in the narrow gense of notional politics. Hordly has the
sscurance of ctrong Indostlourition relotiono baen part of
any Indian pnlitieai party’s olection manifosoto or harﬁiy
the gencral trends in Indo-tisuritian roletions have cveked
any unfevourablc or favourpgble rosponne from Indisn bodyw-
politic, But with Bouritiuvg it 1o different,. The majority
choractor of Indions, both lindus and Moolems, hag slways
medo it on inovitable port of political compaigning, al-boit
tongontially to talk sbout grondiocoe scherez to benefit
péoglé of InGien origin ond, for a wary observer, implicit
reforencos to bettor Indoetiauritiaon tloo oro not difficult

3 may vell ba o case An point.

to treeo, Juno clectionn
India’o ungualificd support to Sir Seawoovcgar Ramgoolem's
govornment and its policles hos never boen secrct tut evon
then vhen a totelly rodicol porty liouvonent ilitant
Hauriticicnne UZli) profossing to pursuc just the opposita
policios of the erstwhile lobour government of Ramcoolan
cano to pover, it did not noho any delay in tronomiteing

ity ﬁavourablc;averturcaz to Indio. It vould bz only two

1 Zlcctions wore held on 11 Juns 1982 in which Labour
Coalltion hocded by Gir U, Romgoolam was routed and
fall=-3% nlliance wvon ncarly oll scats,

z Ly Peul Dorenger, the (37 yoars old) Seeretary Cencral
of ust end koy figure in ficuritiug cf{irmed that ho
would not do snything to drpoir the oxtrorely fricndly
reletions botween his country and Indie. lir Jugneouth,
tho Prondior, announced thot his first visit ebroad will
be to Indla (Timecn of indin, 16 June 1982), lorcover,
lcftist governnment in Port Louis barcly three deys
after posuming power oxtonded invitation to Indian
s vioe Uinioter to vipit Hauritive. ZTipen of Indin,

20 June 1982,
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naive to 5éaxch troaces of sentimentality in those over-
- tureoes In practice, maintaining clooc and friendly ties
with India is & progmatic necessity for any pelititol
porty in Bauritivs, pricarily beeause alfbot nll,yaxtias
havo slzeoble numbor of pooplo of indlan origin in their
renko and also thn fact thot such cofforts inadvertontly
elicit support fram'gayu;ation of Indlan origin curting
across politicel linos. Howover, quito the opposite on
guootionn of strategy =- military, defonce and poace = e
£4nd an overvhelming similarity in porceptions. It is
this reciprocity that mokes this ospect of interzction
ilatorelly irportont and it 1s the bilatercl choractor
of this aspect which will bo ddscussed in the progsent port
8t longth. For our purposcs of anplyois we will first
Nj/ﬂiscuss Mourition politicoe-strotegic porecotions, then
the Indion percopstions and later the points of accord in

thesae porecptions.

Kee@inq in viey tho groving oplosivencss in wvorld
order and the enhanced destructiveonoss of wars, on addi-
tional ptress hos been laid on tho politlco-atrategic -
feetor in bilatoral or multilatercl intomeationol bohow
viour, of which ideca of notionol gecurity is but s logical
corrollary. The_gbjentiye of a forcign policy hos now
grodunily tended to forus arcund politicoe-stretogic es

well o8 cconomic factors. But this assertion in no way
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impinges uponvthe traditional theory of gools and objidce
tives of forcign policy, which we shell prosently discuss,
in gur anclytical fremowork, rosouvrce-wise, HMaurfitius is

o very woek power whose viobility may itcelf come in
cuection save for the continuing faith of nations in dntors
notional morality, On the othor hond indio is a.mnSQ:
power with largeo population, industriel infrastructure

and minerel jotentinise Keds Holsti hos divided foreign

3 First, the "core®

valucs ond incorests, t© which governnents ond notions comnit

policy objoctives on & thrge tior basin,

their very oxistence and that must bo prescrved or oxtonded
at all times. Those “"core® intorests and values are mogt
froquently rolated to the sclfeprocervation of a8 political
unit; those are called ghorte-range objectives bocesusne
other gools obviously connot be schicved unlens the polis-
ticol unito purcuing thoem maintcin their oun oxiotence.
Socond, the middle range gools vhich normelly impoge
 deonds on severol other stotes vuith sericus comnitment

to tholr achieveaent and o timo limit fined albeit lovosaly.
These include attompto ot cconomic bottorment, cnhoncenent

of prestige ond will to ottempt a self-oxtension which in

3 For a dotailed nnalysis piense rofer tﬂ Koﬁa
lHolsts, I ‘
Anal {iicar Delhit
p@.lé&-lﬁﬁu

l’rt!'ztica Hol of' f-nﬁsa, 1978),
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acute steges is colled imporioliom, ond the third is tho
univeraol long rongo goals which sceldom have dofinite
timo li-ite for ottoinment. Fhece gunia includo oll thoso
pleno, drommp, end visiono concarning tho ultingto politi-
col or ideological orgsnisetion of tho internctionol systoms
The chicf differcnce botucen thooe and oodiun rango goals
ig that in the former stetes normally mehie universal -
demends ond in tho latter stoatos maho poarticuloar denonds
ageingt porticulor states. The logic thot undorglds

thic whole formualotion implicitly is the capcbilisy of
stctes in the intornotional syotems  Tho ascumtion is

not dilfficult to arrive at thot only tho more capoblo
stotes con pursue middlo ronge objcctives and ctdill more
the long roige oness “he upshot o that for most of tho
weokor otates the objective of foreign nolicy 1o limited
to the core objective of national survivel slone. Keeping
in vicw tho copobilitios of louritius, we cen pay thot
tho only cbjectives that ohe can properly pursue gre thone
of notional survivple For India, though core objectives
are impcrotive, there aro tho leofty middle ronge br
modium objectivas too which ore €o be token note of.
Hotional survival i extctnslly based on national socurity
which reovelves round an anpertly anslyois, continmaally
updated, of tho politico-strategic factorss Indioe'o

cbjactivcm in this sphore con guite reasonchly be defonsive
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like Mouritius and also offencive bocouse ccpability
enoblon it ta b® 80, Being s medium ronge powor, enhance-
ment of pxﬁstigu is but one of itp goolo. The obove ana-
lynis makes cle&rrthn difference botwecn India's and
mourition perception of rogionel politico-ptrategic factor.
By plocing tlauritius, in the present analysis in & group
of powers who justify their visbility only on grounds of
their constont preoccupction with notional survival does
in no way moun that the lot of thot country &5 a pitiable
one end thot it has no positive contribution to make to
the world, In fget the Foroign Miniotor of Austria oxe
ploined with deftneas the role of snall countrios vhen

he o0ideee "It ip within the compotence of cven the gmalls
cot state to introduce conflict ond unrest into tho comue
nity of nations, thus provoking ¢roat powers to toke up

o position., Uften cnough ve hove boon vitnessesn of such
escalations, wvhich beginning es loezl quarrels, éuﬁﬁenly
became world crisess Un the other hand o small country
cen initisto tho opopesite offect and strivo for calm
rolationg, ovoliding anything wvhich cen induce the q:ﬁat.
powers to teke up a position, it therecby makes a positive
contribution vhich, just ag sameéhing negativoe progduces

continuing bad cffeocts, given risc by the power of excrplo



to something of laoting gmaa.é

Anything portoining to disturbonce in tho Indign Ccoon,
Loet Africe, Porsion Sulf or the South Root Asic is of comron
concorn to India ond Mpuritius. The trouble in Indlen Ocoan
or Gouth East Afrieca may place the very cxlstence of Mauritiug
in 3caga£dyt Tho sano ﬁay troubloe in Yernian Gulf or South
tact Azie plus the Indicn Ocoon may become projudicisl to
Indion intorcsto both strotegic ond ceorpric ond henco the
Cdeop underatanding on the fosuco pertoining thoroto. Aport
from complotentary perceptions, thare ig comothing cven
decpor bocsuse Indla is tho only rogional power which has
tho cusposcd ca?ébiliﬁy o ¢olio on yrémincat and protective
rolo 4in the Indlan Oceon arca, though thoro 19 Austrolia
olgo but duo to ethnic factoro Indio alonc con boe the noin
prop o Nouritlen cocurpity in the futurce Convorsoely,
keeping in vicwy tho :‘zttmmgic location of louritius, Indio
porcoives that if Neuritius toheos a rogional stand, ony
noval forco from any giﬁbal pauct would €ind it difficule
to mointoin o pormonent and confortable prosenco in the |

Indion Cccon. Horcover, ilouritius nevy moy even offer

4 Dr Rudolph idrschochlogeor, “An Austrian Viey of
all=Buropecn Cooporeation ond Gocurity®, lolton Park
‘nggggi 47{1973} 5, uuotcd by Nclellon, Clcon, tonderronn,
cds5., Z2ho Theo Proctlice of Intornationol Rolaot
(Ber Dedhi: Prentico Hall, 1977), p.115.
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help €0 Indin to S0 a gort of policing in the occan area
which would add grootly to the ﬁzaatiga of this country.
This hypothosis 45 not an entirely fonciful dream of policy
makoere because thors oxists o procedont. Dr Romgoolics, while
visiting Tohron in December 1972 offored to allow Iron have
pert or naval facilitieaaﬁ a cuphemiem for basene Althoough
Houritius was reluctsnt in allowing Big Powers o have
t:4litery baoces on the islond, it dcclorcd it would welcomo
such & request from Iran. It 4o worth montioning thot Iran
at that time was engoged in an arbitious progromme of naval
exponsion. louvever, now it 10 Indis which 45 empanding

its navy. PFolitico-strategle thinking especislly Ain oroce
ti@ai.tatms 15 in fact not thot simiec oo pure theory would
ihave iﬁg The conclusions oro specificnliy prone ¢ song
flaws of vwhich the moot lemmortont {o that strategic nece-
ssiticn, as peorcoived and argticuloted are mors often than
not rotionoliced versions of otrotegic enbitions which,

if persued m&ticulau&iy ond ansdeicticolly may woll

strike at the very zoot of the conconts of regional pooco
and security. The sccond £flaw 1g the absence of "lecd
mechanisn” speaking in torms of communications theorye

Lood is the ghility o act in recponsc to f@rce&aﬁm.af

future consequences (ao when one ains ohosd of a roving

5 Kayhon Intornationcl (Tchercal, 5 Decerbor 1972,
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objoct)e 1£ a moving objcat g the torgot = Lt may bo on
sdrplone or a £flying pegion « tho chot i aimed not st ¢tho
rpot whora the moving objcot is ot o porticulaor time, but
vhere it 1o idkely to be at tho time when ¢he bullet reaches

16,8

An officiont prodictive proccosg & thus a cornelling
noecessitys. Tho politico~ptrotegic situostion is olso a
cﬁanging phenomens and henco this ownple Lo qulite role=
vants wuitc oftcn the cloborate politico-ptrategic dccision-
naliing procoss $0 boroft of thio cffielent predictive ool
winich ookes senoibly laboured doclocions go owry. Tho only
way out of those prodicencnto Lo an analycio boced on thgke
important pleniko i.0. firnt, tho sszeooouont of lotest objcoe
tive situotiony gogend, the suojcetive asscscnent of throot
porceptions: ond ghird, ooscsoont of individucl nation'n
oun stratouic copabiliticc. The olsve threo eritecrio have
bzen tho bosic doterminonic of Indian and Mouritien poreop=

Lionas

It wvould ko unfeosible to g0 into cvory nminor dotosl
in thio onolyodis as 4t vould mokeo 4t unvicldy ond hopow
lesely onpansive, An effort thus would be made oo linte

the study to Indian ocecan oo & casc in point ond thohy

»
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bricf ohalysis of bohaviour ot rmltilaterel fora like the
CAY and U0, to anolysc political motivoations bohing
Inﬂ@»&auribiaﬁ undorstonding.

Tho aren which in tho rocent tinos hog como o asoume
graat atratggic significance and on which thore 16 o slight
convorgence of vicws botwoon India ond Mouritius is the
indien Oceon which as googrophic entity is o nobulous ides
with a host of contcntious opiniong on any aopect of it,
be it the oxtent, tho clessificotion of littoral statoes
or the supposed oxplosivonoas of the sltuation ariscing
out of unrcstraincd dlitarioations ,inﬁiv&ﬁunllyy Indiats
connoxion 8s well oo intorost in Indlon Ovoon antcdoten
0ll the flurry of contcrporary nd mefioval ocaunic and no-
vigational mctivity vhich hos  2ome to be charectoriscd
with it of latc, "Almpot one thouson! yeers egd, when
tho lonotapa Bepire woo flourishing on tho prosent torglis
tory of Zinbobwe ond looebigue, Indion ghips corried fyom
thoro not only 4ron but olgo pig &:én.uhxch,waa lstor
 omolted into stoel and brought to $ho ﬁiéﬁlﬁ.ﬁaﬁﬁ in
Indion ond Arob ships vhoge tho focoous Nenmosk otords

vero made out of 4t, vith the help of wvhich Arabs dreve

7 Culture ond dovolopnontewise Indicng wore tho
only mariticoe rowcr gnart f£ron tho Arabs in tho
early historye.
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awoy the crugaders from Paleotinc in tho x%hamm:y"f
indion Oceon oreas compriscs the third lorgost bady of
uaterg. Itg northeorn part ip divided roughly into oo
vy Indien peninoules bantwords, Foloocon Strafts offer
it son outlot in South China Sca whereos in the Host,
thero in the Arobicon peos through uhich occons is ovaile
able to the Red Scas Stroit of Hormuz affords it o link
with the Poroton Gulf,

Tho Indian Ocean L5 more thon 6500 niles long
{Horth to South) and approsximotely G000 miles in brocdth
Llegt to Bost) covering near obout 20,6 por cont of the
totnl occonic orea o0f the worlds It in 13,000 foot doop -
which mghes it docpor thon tho Atlontic, The uniguémsn
gbout it contros round the fact thot it 40 more or loss
4 landlocked ocoen having o londnoss oo roof, o gituotion
vhich is found noalthor in the Atlentic nor in tho Pmiﬁief
The procice dofinition of thio ccoon hos boon quite o
debated topic both inoide ond outoide the world body but
wo nmay, for tho sake of conwvenionco, accuiogseo in ‘the view
put forth by cmports &ppdintcﬁ in 1974 by tho Sccretary
Gonoral of tho United Botionn sbout the dimenoions of the

8 Goleo danaamﬂky, “Problcens of E’eenqan& aeeuﬂty
in the Reglon of tho Indian Ocoon®, Hoviat g
(Bﬂlhi)& vwil.17, 3&%9; no.57, PedBs  Ch

vas presented at the Sendnar held undor th::s joir*ﬁ
cuspicen of SovietwIndicn Friondohip Socloty and
Indo-Soviot Cultural tocicty, Thilisi, navcﬂ'bc:z; 1800,
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0 Az tho northomm frontieors of tho ovoon ore

Ocoana
incontrovortibly oot out beocaouco of tho m-rtmm landrops,
tho ongort opinion attoamptod o idontify tho ::mning thraoe
gido ldmits. “lecording to it the ﬁiviﬁing line botveon
tho Indien Ocean ond the Atlontic Occan chould be the
Horidion of Copo Ngulhos (20,0%L)y tho dividing 1ino botween
it ood tho Pocific chould bo ¢ho lioridicn of the Jdouthoont
Capo of Tosnonia (147,0'8) tho Jostorn crde of ¢ho Boss
serait ond tho Horidien line botwyeon lorthelticot Mustralio
and tho Poninsula of ﬂnmyv {the Copo of “ollmt through
Tinmor, wunba, Florocs and -Sundc zsimﬂ, wte Lumatral e

An for Ats &outﬁwm 1iates, it 4o cungented thot 60%s
should divido it {rom the Antorctics 1f thooc boundories
of the Indion Ocoan oro ogrood uwpon, its arca uould be
aoprexsinotely 75 million sguare mileo” ﬂi; Another prob-
lcmotic propooition io the finotion of the forue of countw
ries balonging o the Indion Coocn orca. A roasenoble
principle vhich con bo ceecpted moy bo thot 0ll tho littorsl
plus thooo countrics thot hove locoction in immcdiate hintor-
lond, that arc londlocked end vhooo vital iantorosts are
1inkcd with the Indion Occon bolong o thio oras, 2

. Recently o vorking popor of Urilonha prepored o nmz"?‘ o

10 UuRe Doc.d/iC,150/1.
13 tiore, ns9, 7363 ..
12 Iride, pe2e

i3 sSgo Appendis D,
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the noneo of countrics moking up tho Indian Ocean asca;zé

To thosce listed thireyfive countrioss woe will hove to odd

o fey to moke it updotede Thooe include Bongledesh, Burundi,
Comoro, Rjibouti, Rawondo, Sovehcllos, South Africo ong the
United ﬁ?ab Emirates (UAL)s Thio brings tho totsl numbor

of countrics to 44, vhich moong that countrien vitplly
affected by Indian Cuenn oroo constituto o little loas

then oncethirG of the world cormunity ot incgo. Populctions
vico o, tho srca is very cignificant bocousce more thon
oncethird of the humcnity liveos in thoso eountricos, including
ono of the mhist daﬂsely populated areas of the world as wvell
os one of tho lorgest stotes in torwo of popunlotion - Indias

The richneos in toros of nsturol rosources of tho
Indion Ocenn aren is pazhéya ona of tho prime roasons vhy
universal ottention hes como o bo focuoped on ite Tho
hepleoss intordependence ariscing out eﬁipeucity‘aﬁ notural
rosources ac well as rov matoriolo aﬁ’atgategim significoneo
o inﬂusﬁrie&iscﬁ countrics hao undoniobly ¢nnﬁk1buﬂcﬁ o
o 'grob oo grob con' poychology ond i¢ hoo porpotuates
and spurvced only beotuse tho aroa is ono without cony

dcfensce

14 Soo A/BC,189/L,.2 tnd Corr.i cuoted by Niorn,
NPy Poda



87

The tud itens of ulmost oignificonce oro tho ofl ond
Godlds It Lo cotimetcd that noorly throcefourth of tho
worid's oil occuro in this arco vhich coorocdo from Indonogin's
coantal bolt ©0 Burmo and thenco to Poroion Gulf reglon. In
order of production, tho importent oil producors of ¢ho arca
are lranﬁ. Ooudd Arcble, Huwalt:; Irng and Abb Dhabls Jopon
i3 the lorgest irportor fulfilling 90 por cont of 4ts oil
reguircnonts from Culf oils Tho othor liportont icportors
ore Italy (04,5 por coat), Austrolio (60 por cent), Britain
(66 por eontl), Voot Cormany (62 por eentl), France (B3 por
cent) ond tho UGA (9 por cent)s Duo o tho foot, on oxere
plificd by tho 1973 bomedon Vor, thot oil 4o copoble of
u§3eating'ccanﬂm£e structuores ond couning political upe
haaéaiu of come congeguence, it hoo booomo 6 major factor
in intornotional rolations. 1t is nov oecepted on all
honds thot the roal cause bohind enhonecd V.08, prosonce
in the oreoa 4o that 4t wonts @ cnourc its cupniico of
oil from tho Gulf countries. Although Gold, 1initcd only
to South Africa, is o vory olgnificont notol, 4¢ hos no¢
contributed in any woy to tho cnhonecmont of foreign
preoonceo in ¢he indisn Coeon. I¢ ig rochoned thot ﬁmﬁﬁﬁy

*

* Conoecucnt &0 the foll of ¢ho Shoh and the IZrone
ircg vor of 1080, the Ironion 01l production hoo
godlen much lou, but thoro ocre no indicotions thot
thio oltuation i pormonont.
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out of tho stratcgically imyarﬁant forty ror matoriale @
industriolisced countrics are locoted 4n thio arcos Some
of the ingezﬁmt onoo :!.n thia cotegory corprise of mm

&aa Ay Rl , @l&&&% mgz&!&g and
£luorspar. Thosc are oprecd over tho ontire ores, Anong

the liteoral and hinterlond statos Zambio 1o rich in copner,
Indio in iron orc, mongoncso, chromite, baunito and rdcos
ficocent pzuapccting'has rovenled thot Iron hos substentdal
coppor Locourceos and thot Soudi Arcbia hoos copper borite,
raro rockoalts and silvarp A1) these footors indieste o
xel&tiva richneos of this arca in torms of natural oinernl
zoacuxceﬁ, which in turn hos nedo At oignificont fronm
goneral intornotionel rolotions otandpoint., UHith the
growth of trode, vital intorcots of various countrios

in chipping have oloo como 0 boe ottoched in this overs
burdoned situation, India ftoclf 4o no cxcqpﬁieu'hecauae
ot proscent Indle's rmorchent mardne 1o olront equol o tho
swn totol of thot of Austrolio, China and xnﬁanamia.is
and thero arc plono for ite ropid opanplon.

Even though we moy not ¢o into o dotoalled disoussion
on hypotheticol models of vor ond involvenent of Supor

Powars procent theore in puch vors ond their overoll inpoet

15 J¢ Bondhopedhyay, iohidng of Indin'n Forolan
Folicy {9ﬁ1h£3 &llieé ‘ublichern, 1980}, p.dla.
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on thf:/ littorol ond hintorland states, wo ammﬁ avoid
sooarching for probablo (militarg=otrotegic) factors
lcaving coide cconomic and fcationnl onoges A ObOGIVEs
tion based on regienal pover balence, rogional politico-
iGeanational configuration and offensivo as well ag ,
dofenoive military cepobiliitios of countries mﬁw
major ressons bohind tho spete of foroign nmai/gamaeﬁm
in the Indion bmem First is the foee thot Indion Ocoan
by and lorge 1z on undefonded torritory, the abacnco of
any slzoble reglonol naovy, ooking it @ ouro prey o
torritorial embitions Qﬁ capablo povorss including tho

tﬁ-:b Buper Powers. Thio 1o true of the present os well

as of the mstg AFustrolis ond Indis have no doubt largo
navion, bhut comparcd vith the novics of She mujor outside
pouers, theoy can porform only minor roless Tha é&rly ond
midwsoventics seened o briﬁg forth a roglonal rosponse

in tho form of Imﬁa Iran was Octonsibly goteing ready
for a reglonal noavel copobilicy with o Shah, fond oo over, -
of procleining pretentious stratogic doctrines stoking
clatms to Iran®s navol predominonco well bayond the reoachos
of the Persisn Gulf, Dut vhat took out the hoartaning
clout of the incipicnt hopo weo tho €act thot Irsn won
promotod oo an Amoricon proxy not only 8o a pva:ii of tho
policy of contoining Govict thresto but alao os part of
Anericon denire to counter the enorging rogionol powors
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1ike indie, Howovor, with tho exit of Shoh, Zgen has
wvithdreun £rom an cotive naval role in tho region. Thus

thoe devolopaonts An sun prove boyond ony palo of doubt tho
foet that "littorol Wﬁr&eg ore net in o position, cithor
gingly or collcetively, to influcnce tho course of ovonts

in tho areo Qoeisively in so for oo thelr noval povor 4o
concorncds  In respect of othor voriotios of povor olso,

their position is far €ron m:mng"am

Sccond foctor 1o tho eno reloting to tho vulmramlity
of ono of tho Super Powors 1.0. Soviot Union frem the nide
of Indion Occon. It wop tho Aroricon bid to cooh upon this
vulnorobility of tho Soviot Union woy bock in 1984 uvhen tho
f£irst Polaris A3, wvith o rongo ©f 2,500 nouticol miles woo
put into opcrotion, which lcd ¢to o hostilo compotition in
loter yooroe #Added o thic dovoloprent in the vcapond systom
vos tho US initistive in tho Indien Ocoons porticulorly its
cfforto to surveoy tho arco clong with the Britioh in ordor
to cotoblich bosose Thego bacos wore to provide nor Goploye
ment points for Polaris A3 oad thoroby put nmeny aross of tho
Sovict Unfon in dongers It wan thip slong vith Anglo-
ancricon oceord recchod on 18 Dooonbor 1070 for crecting
feciliticnp on Dicgo Gorelo mat forcefi tho Sovict Union to
activote Lto novy 4n tho arca sinco 1963, o impartial

16 Mioro, ne%; £o9a
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obgerver would apoct megnanimity and complacency £rom
any country whotooover, in mottors of nationsl oureivol
and defionco,

The third is tho local foctor which has mﬁmﬁaﬂti&ll{
contributed ito share in worscning the situation in tho /
Indien Ocean. 'E;ct,ty scuebbles looding o wars hove boon
voary oommon ¢o tho stotes of the ﬁman Innumercbhble
instancos onist, like tho domali-Ethicplan cold var, Indoe-
Pek vars of 1965 end 1971, Ironelrog war of 1980, ete. which
heve dravn the unwolecomo attontion of tho Super Poworsos
Such wors not only offor them footholds in oountries ot
wox (often many o shortaighted leaders go to the axtent
of inviting then for helpl, thoy oleo provide inpetus and
unaccountablie dividends to their ‘militorceindustrisl

627 nose wein objective 4o to scil lethal weapons

complens
with on acute profit motives Anothor roscon on the thope
reft;_xr.:al plane in that sinco in vordo of Profossor Holotd,
long rongo goals (which only Supor Pouors eon pfford o
carry forward) vory ofton oncorporato plong, ﬁmﬁm and
vipions rogording ‘apmad of o porticular ideology or
political systen thoy aro rore thon mchuaimwa;ly on

a look out for gullible cliont stotos. If yr&s-i:iéﬁ famz

i7 Theo term wao firot used on 17 Jenucey 1961 by
Prosidone EBisenhower in hio farcwell oddress on
nationvide tolevision,



o0

which ig o part of tholy goolo is tolon into accmmt, it
beooron onply clear that thoy would hoardly sporo ony oppors
tunity to Incroase tholr arco or gone of influcnce, Mnd
tho instobility brought about by o war uz‘&ameatic strifo
provides but tho idcal opportuniticss Hoviet intervontion
in the hinterlond stoto of Afghoniston 4s o cogo in point.

bhrl thé rivolries nov rife in tho littoral, all the
Joctling for prominence omong puper powers and all thﬁ
psﬁuéz-aelfwrightanus and colf«olovating theories like
votus cn& halanao, gtes notwithotonding, tho concern
about Indion occon conotitutos tho 'coro intorest® or
‘orine sotivotion® round vhich Indo=Sgurition shored politicoe
ptrotegie thiaking rﬁvéivaﬁa

The pniitzac~aﬁra2¢gia pcrecotions of those tuo
c@untriau and noinly ond more opecdflically thoso of
neuritiup ere formed for tho purpooo of convenicneo out
of £ivo brood cotegoricso of imyexat&#oa vnich can bo
zécountcﬂ in tho follouing ordor: ntrotogie, oconomic,

anotorisl, acpirctionnl ond laotly tho poychological,

Jtho stratcgle verioble is perhops one of tho most
significant both for india ond Mouritius, Dut novhors
is the grogo indocurity ond tho fonturo of hopeleso

.odefcnceuleasnogo of Indion Ocoony on which many on

oboerver loment, bottor cpltomioced thon in tho plight
of thio tiny iolond notion, It hos no ptanding dofenco
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18 gemblencae of which, o Britich garrison loft

forces,
o , '

the islend cuenty) yooro ego on 30 Junc 1960, Even tho

rmutual defonco pact wvith U,Ke cigned in March 1968 ampired

on 31 Harcgh 19?5»19

The strongth of tho fiouritlion Police
along with ¢ho Opeclol Fobile Force (S8MP) on 1 Octobor
1916 vos 3436@29‘§hich makes it porheps tho nost inoecure
country in tho world, if wo toke noto of tho location,

Thot 45 vhy o coup in noighbouring islond state of Seychelles
in June 1977 couscd unicuo sonsotion in Mouritiuo, forcing

tho veekly | to comment in en oditorial

dotcd 1 July 19773 "Tho Seyechelleos coup has taught us e
grim loseon, Our socurity could not bo joopordised” .2t
Given the gituation cvon a minor floro=up nearby ﬁny
rondor tho political sot up 20 woll oo territoricl intee
grity rudely dishevellode In cuch o procerious condition
indie olone, by virtuc of ito boing en uncontrovorsial
non=oligned state, con tdke on tho role éﬁ o cugtodion
cnd oxcrt a sobering influenco. Even though tho Buper
Poucrs are olso capoble of doing procipoly the same thing

18

10 1D8A » “Inddio in Horld Strategic Snvironmont, vol,II,
1970=71% (Hoot Asfo ond Indion Qcoenl, pp.G68-570,

20 ] iLaﬂﬁﬁﬂa 19?9)’ Pgﬁggt

21 JPo Anand, “ﬁﬂﬁziﬁiﬁﬁng ;QE&;QQQE&Q& {tleny Bﬂlhi}a
vols11, 0«2, Uctebor-Doconbor 1978, »e171.
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but aspigning this role to anyono of them may antagonise
tho other onc end thus bocome countor-produetive, India
is alpo capable of rendering substential matorial sosis-
tanco; reference may be mede in this regard to Indie's
gifeing of a Patrol Boot naned 'Amer' and subseguently a
Chetok helicopter.

For Indio slso, matters relaoting to scourity are of
primary concern. From tho point of view of hor own secue
rity, Kl Ponikkar pointed out decedes ago in *Indic and
the Indian Oceon’, India “"never lost hor independence till
she lost the command of the nea in the first docade of the
sixteenth century®, Though nowhere in conventional flare~
ups 15 its oxistence threstencd like that of Mouritius but
incidents like the Gun Bost diplomocy of the US in Decenber
1971 in which United States sont Task Force 74, composed
of UsSEnterprise, USSTripoll and seven destrovers and

frigotes to Bay of Deongel are cnough to jolt out of its
| slumbor of complacency. loreover, the instance of Iren's
bid to goin *blue water copability?!, thanks to ald from
UB os well as its progence in Indian Ocean in mid-goventics
hoo slzo dongerous portontos Buch o situastion con casily
rondor India vuinerable o blockados ao well os preenptive
appoults, egpecially in o situation when its offshore
petroloum inntallstions are groving in number. Heuritius

goos up in Indian cstimstion in this regard bocauge L& can °
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in times of erisis offer Indis naval focilities which
would help spur the maﬂmﬁuv;ability‘af its navy doclsively.
This hypotheticnl but quite conccivable intordependence,
although weighing decisively in fevour of one = Mauritius
has led to a8 vory sincere understanding betwecsi the two
countries, This commonslity of strategic perceptions is
in cffcct onc of the most viabla«athnugh imperceptible
bonds beotueen them, '

Thore are two othor, simdot interiinked varisbles
which havo been very important 1,0, the sconomic as woll
as metoriel veriables. The prophetic vision of scholare
turncd aipxemat,-ﬁiﬁa.?anikkar revesled in his y&xl known
cosgy “india and Indian Oceon” obgserves: "So far India is
goncorned, it should be yemembored thot tho poninsular
charactor of the countey and the essentiol dependence of
its trade on maritime eraffic gives the aes preponderanal
influence on itc destiny®, And keeping in viev the
| €hﬁtem§0rnry trends this obsorvation seoms én hold good
even today. A rough idea of ptatictics on soo-borane trade
would easily reveel the extent of loss a klocede or any
other hostile encirclement cen cause to India's cconomie
interostns The cese with Meuritius is even worco. Its
cconomy 4o almost totally cxport-oriented (export here
implles seco-borne osport trade) sugar accounts for about

2

90 per cont of its exyarﬁsgz The main emport markote for

22 Ibid,
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Maurition sugar ero UK, Canaoda ond the USA which are
all quite far £lung, Also keecping in viow the foct thot
Meuritius depends almost entirely on importe for ite food
raquiremeaﬁgﬁ wo gathor that trode 1o & vital 1lifoline
for Moaritius which sustains the cconomic life of the
country,Bf tho t@tﬁllimgﬁrt bill of Rs 1756 million in
1974, Food lmports slone sccounted for Re 500 million
or about 30 per cont. Hilk, seot, fish; rice, vheat flour
ond even vegotables and frulto are ioported £rom Gutﬁiﬂéczs
The abovo mentioncd focts sarve to illustrate thet tradoe
is fspeorative to the woll-being of both the countrios
and this important economic variebls can ba jaapardisaé
caoily in warlike or unoteble conditions and hence the
éxiatenea-aﬁ fdentical attitudos 4n both countrics ovor
the question regarding pooce, ctability ond free nsvigation

in Indlan oceens

But it is procisely here that for tauritiuvs anothor
important varlable comes in l.c0. nmaterinls The desire of
Mouritius to retrieve its pogsesoion like the Diego Garcis
and Tromelin can be brought undor this vagiable, Thereo

arc both positive and neogetive reesons behind Mauritius?

23 Rhorjaget Singh in Vedilel Degli, od., I ;
{ Bombays Gammerea PYublishera, 1977), pp.lguzcu
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- @emend for these torritorioss, Before anolysing those

- retsons let us bricfly recount the status of these torris
tories. .DRiego Gerela is a part of the Chagos archipelago
which wac detached by the British colonial administration
and incorporated into the British Indian Ocean torritory
{B10T) on B November 1965 bofore Meuritius was granted
independences Under an egroemont signed on 30 Docember
1966 it won 1e§saa by Britain to the United Otates for a
period of S0 yeors for reconstruction of defonce facilitios,
later Ul Gencral Assembly voted ¢ resolution cenmurimg
Britain for dicmesbering the crown colony prior to its

1n$cyenaan¢e&25

The Government of Dr. 8, Romgoolom eo

voll as the new lefeist govornmont of Mre Jugnanth has

been demanding the return of the {sland for quitoc sometime
now, The other islond is colled Tromelin to which Mauritian
government hos recently roeffirmed its clalm, lying midway
betweon Man:itius gnd Malagesy. Thio islend was aﬁcu§ieﬁ
by.annee in 19584 sfter requesting permisclon £rom Britain.
Thia tiny inland i3 1700 metros long and 700 mntres'wiaé.

The French heve & voathor station on 1t@25

Toking up the nogative rencon, flret it iz irportant

to mention that sinco these possepaions in the hande of

24  Philip ¥, Allen, Mguritius Timep {Port Louis),
26 Septoember 1975, p.196.

25 Ihe Tribuge (Chandigarhl), 3 March 1978.
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- outsida mojor powers are used mainly for defence yuxpméaﬁi-v/
espocisily Dicgo Garcia; they c@ns&&tutg 8 gecurity hazarxd
.aﬁ very close quarters and since their 5eyarat&¢n~frdm
Houritius was ﬁSt in conformity with intornational leéal
proctice, a8 éeménd for thelr rostorstion iz being made
stnanglfg But positive roasons behind this demand can
supposecdly be more ambitious. Hauritiva is & very conges-
ted iclend, tho population density being around 1180
inhobitants por sguare mile (1972)°° ana hence it foels

én acute ncod for exponsion. Bince thars still existo

ity torriteory under foreign yoke, it fools, quite naturally
though, tempted to make capital out of it. The gravity of
aihuatién is bost exorplificd by the instonce of Plaisssnce
alrport which hos beoen constructed at tﬁc hoart of the
islandg, Gue to lack of o sultable locotion, Though due |
to distance foctor shifting of sirport or industrial unics
to other islands is not foasible, the settling of gomo
parto of payuiatibn in these islands may certainly help
elleviate the problen of congostion in this overcrouded
state, But the most important rooson is ﬁhé astrateogic

benofit. Heorly every ship cruising Indian ocsan then

26 Khoerjogat Singh, ne23: pele
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would,of neccessity have to coll oﬁ Mouritian ports
ond thoercby its revenues would incrcoose snd go wouid
itp loverage in rogional affairs. Heooping in mind the
offer made by Meuritius to Iran for port and naval
focilities which, cccording to somo obpervers, was moroly
guided by the thought of making mangy.z? Ho con ales
postulate sinilar idcas which can be in the minds of
Heouritian decisionemakors. Indins's interost may cenvarge
with that of Mauritius becausc nov that Iran hes slouched
low and thot Indie is grodually gaining 'blue-vator®
capoblility mey in turm lecod to its policing role in the
ocean prea with Meuritianvheip ond supports The proposs —
tion would bo mutually bencficial and honce its viabllity.
It vould offer security to Mauritiugs ord influence to
India which wan visunlised cnd propogoted vigorously by

meon iike Panikkar.

The fourth variable is aspirotional. Houritiug
after Malegasy, is the largeot indepondent faland of thoe
rogion, Toking note of its oxtornol oriontotion vigeos
vis ﬂnlaga#y which policyswisce is quite introvorted,
there prevalls on ospiration in Mauriticn decision mokers

to moke their preoocace folt. Since theroe oxlotc consi-
| derable amount of othnic similarity botuwecn itself and

27 Anond, ne.2ls Pel?7s
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India, it finds a naturcl friend and ally in India to help
her accomplish her ospirational gosls. The isplemontation
of the resclution on the ﬁé@laxgﬁibn of Indian ocoan as a |
zone of peace would be of immense holp in this venture
becsuse it will mean the exit of sll bolligerent foreign
forces wvhich heve hitherto foreod Mauritiuz albeit indirectly,
to giay a sgecond £iddle, Though thic aspect doen not offer
any direct return benocfit to Indla, but cven then Lt ig
vigble beceusc of Indien stake at internationaol foras like
OAU and UN, a referenco to which would be mede later, Thus,
this aspirstionsl variable may also be a point of politico~

strategic motivation bohind clese Indo-Mauritian intersctionsg.

The last variable {.e. the psychologiceal one is perhaps
the only one vhers there doos not oxist a similarity or
convergence of views botwoen these tws countries, but oven
then there exists g compatibility boecause actions of one
do not necessarily impinge upon tho intorests of the othor,
| Though there is little to doubt in Indlats sincere resolve
e make In&ian Oceen o pona of peace (if propitious climate
exists) and which cen be verificd both at its role at UN
and other intornational bodies like Commonwoolth and the
nonaligned movement and its own ftroumnetic experience of
militarioation of occan in course of the 1971 Indo=-Pakisten g

war. Howeover, Meurition stand on tho issue hos boen chaky
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and ﬂuspeﬁt'aﬁ.leasﬁ in tho corly soventles. 1tz diplo-

rnatic postures further prove the pravious assnrﬁi@nazg

A survey of Meurittan voting bohaviour at the UN on
gha quegtion of declaring the Indien occon o sone of poace
is quite interosting oo well as éﬁlighzcninga Houritius
abgtoined £rom voting on tho resclution 2832 of tho XavI
General Assembly on 16 December 1971. But the very nesmt
year it woted for the rosolution H0.29%2 at tho AXVII
General Assembly debste on 15 December 1972,  Howevor,
cnce‘aQain it changed itz mind and abstained from #ﬁtﬁﬁg
on resolution 3080 of the XXVIII Genoral Assecbliy on 6
| ﬁécﬁmbﬂr 1973. Onceo again Mouritien sttitude took o
sommersault ond it voted in fovour of tho resolution
No. 3255 at the HNIX Genersl Apscably on 9 Doecemboxr 19746
This resolution was concerncd with the inplcmontation
of the declaration of the Indian Ocean as o zone of peace.
Houwovor, Mouritiug voted in fevour of both the rcﬁblutionﬁ
of 3488 of XXX General ﬁs&a,be and Rosolution 31/88 of
%x%xI General Aggecmbly on 11 Decomber 1975 @nd 14 December
1976, respectively. This provos the assertion that

taurition stond on the fssue ot UN was guite vecillating.

28 The c¢oonlition govornment of Dre S, Ramgoolem f£rom
the very beginning sdopted o unique approcch in
foroign reiotiono - onc of playing one major power
cgoinst anothor ond then sonding cordiel feelero to
both,s & brilliant onolypis o mede by Philiy H.

Ailan in unhn fie Ostheimtr, eds, Ehe Pol

; e i Inlonds (New Yorks

Prasger, 1978}, pp.200-213.
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Even more engrogeing is tho study of HMeurltisn
foroign policy orientation botwcon 19691973 which, to say
the least, was a definite mixture of oppooites. Lven later
things remained quito the same. Wheroes Dr Romgoolam lotked
aftor English mpeaking countries, India end the Socielist
States, hie vivecious car racer-cun-politician Forcign
Ministor, Gaetan Duvel would go to greoot lengtho pleasing
the French ond extrese rightist zcgimés the vorld over.
Anothor contradictory stance was rocorded whon on & april,
Mauritian High Commissioner in New Delhi threctencd publicly
that "Mauritiuvsg would toke Efitein to tho Internationsl
Court of Juastice for violating tho torms of the 1965
transfer of the Chagos archipelego in erecting e full sealoe
naval base on the atoll, This bit of bravade ceme on the
eve of Mrs. Romgoolem's vieit to Indian, While it doubtless
pleﬂéea his oxpectant hosto, the Prime ilinister was obliged
to renounco the opportunity to sue tho island's former
mutragale;gg deploring tho military dcployment in the orca
ho hastened o add that further protests from Mouritius
would be unlikoly to have sny influcnco on the great poworst,.
What else con such on sttitude meon pport £rom o shrewd

trick to keep oll pleased, enmeshed end intercsted ond to

29 Philip He Allen, n.28, p.212.
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take fringe bencfits ot the cont of principlos? Addod

to this is the fact that tho Anoricans wore gronted foclie
litico in Hauritius including & satellite tracking station
and londing rights for mtlitery aircraﬁts@sa theroes on

- tho othor oxtreme an agrecment was signed on 14 July 1970
with the Soviet Union providing, inter olio, harbour
facilities for their fishing vessols ond londing rights
for Soviet commercial planes corrying croy of Sovieﬁ
fighing voosels, Thiso led a British Foroign Offico
spokeanan to express apﬁrﬁhension on 3% July 1970 4in
thene wordss “Any Russizn proesonce in HMauritius has fmplie
cotions which we will continue to oxamine for avaraii
Dofonce of the azaa“aal How this type of controdictorny
attitude helpo In restoring peacoe ond stabllity in the
aree in anylody's gucss. But thon, Ravindre Ghurbhurren,
Mourition cnvoy to India, ostoted tho obviocus truth sbout
‘hobnobing' in s press conference on 14 Aygust 1970 when
he ssid “that we hove to bo practicel ond sofeguard our
self~interonts 1t i tho fmperative nccepsity of survival
which alone con justify such on opprooach ond perhaps thic
factor alone maken Indis sympathotic te their attitude |

and -cause.

a0 Aﬁ&m; n.23, i}gi?éi

nndard (Hong Kong), 27 July 1970,
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Even though Indlan Jveen arco ond politico-strateogic
perceptions connacted theroto sre of cordinsl significancs
to tho tonduct of normal Indo-iaurition diplomatic integrw
actiong, thero is no gainsoying the fact that speaking
in comparative degroes, Mauritius is more concorned and
hence {2 and wvould be & greater beneficlary of shy prace
ticel and active cooperstion with India in this domain
in future. However, therc are two spheres, elbeit of
peripheral significence st prooent, in vhich considerablo
Indlen interest is involved and for the realisation of

which Mauritius is on importent fsctor,

" The f£irst aspect Lz tho need for a taziable‘frianﬁyj-
at the world body =~ United Hations, Conseguent to the
attainment of prominence since the carly sevonties, the
image and prestigo foctors have come €0 weigh heavily
upon our role in the United Hotions. In this situation
a gmall member country with sizeable population of Indian
origin like Mauritius can bo a urc bets Tho porennial
problem of Koashmir may be a cese in point, Pakiostan's
poriodic entics ained at propagandicing the {ssue at the
world body or in othor international fors hos two abjoce
tives, namely, to cmberras Indic and to prosont Pakiston
as the sggrieved porty and thereby rally international
support and sympothy for itself. 5o for the Sovict bloc
has rendercd ungualified pupport to India, but that in
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itoelf sometimes smacks of ‘proxy syndrome' and mokes

Iindia ambarrgesed due to its stetus of & nonsligned leader
nation. Although Hsuritiug 19 @ rolotively young stato, |
borm only on 12 Harch 1968} its bohaviour has baen definitely
fevourable to Indfs ever since, Tho attitudo in timon of
the Indo~Pakiston war of 1971 vas dofinitoly helpful, 'Taking
noto of Lts compulsions and other handicops, &ﬁ is notoworthy
that “Maouritius meintelined a polite silence, although Sir
sSoewtosegar ﬂémgaalaﬁ’a §t@~1ﬁéian governwent could not

hovo ngprcciateﬂ.tha pyrpathy shown by some countries
{copeeinlly thoe United States) for Pakibtan during that
canflzct”,sz Apart from thesc instances tho porceptions

on major global issues like the Horth-Gouth dislogue, nuclear
and conventional arms éuntrui, alobal disarmament, lavw of
so8, etc. are al%é identical which mekes tho prospects even

nore propiticus,.

The second aspect is almoot on intaerrelatoed issue,
India with its technical knovhow agnd skilled menpowoer 4s
searching, for gquite ﬁﬁmétime# g role in Afriva idontical
to that of Japon or Kores in the Hest Aplon ollerich statos.
Given the fact of less developed polity ond oligarchic
character of most Africen » . gimes interoctions at intere

governmental lovel became necessary and henge the need to

I . John M. Osthelmer, od., The Po 208 0L vescern
gcenn Islendn (How Yorks Praeger, 1975), peba
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creste o fovourable image omong tho regimes of those
African Stotos., In such o situstion Hauritiuo anorgos,

for Indio, o8 a notion of grest potentiel, Haouritiue
seems to have the bost of several vorlds. Dosides being

a membor of the Commonwenlth, it io a menber of OCAM or
the Orgonisation Commune Africaine ot Malagoche founded in
1965 {becausc of its French connexion), It ic siso o
membexfaf‘the Organipation of Africon Unity, In fact a
Convontion of OAV was held in Nauritius and it was its
Chairman for that tome. However, the Fronchespeaking |
group, OvAR's Council of Foreign Ministors, also held

{ito meoting in Port Louis (Mouritius) in July 1976 The
abovo instances make it clear that duo to dovotion to the
Africon cause and shrowd diplomsatic ocpumen, thin country
has enhonced its prostige considerably in Africen context,
A further example is the spooch delivercd by Dry Ramgoolanm
at the fanﬁﬁatian laying coromony of tho schaal of ﬁaufitian,
African mnd Orlental a%ﬁﬁiﬂs in vhich ho seld thet, "It

i9 clear that Maouritius is a flower of thoe African flower~
vose. How is the time ve should ottroct the sttention

of our countrymen toward thoge countrics with which we hove
been auacciateﬁ for conturiesss.s It is our chorished
cmbition to drow Africa ond Asla oven Qlﬂﬁﬂﬁaqm;"ga

Teking noto of this prominence of Mouritians, 4t is quite

33 Suresh Remburn, Chocha laomoonlon Kg Sangmaron
{Delhit Alekh Prokashen, 1977), pp.86-85,
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conceivoble that it can be of groat holp in furthoring
India's ecconomic interasts in that continont, With tho
gradual drying up of merkets in Aslo due to gtiff compoe
tition betwoon intornational compenics from developed
countries, Indis hoo of nccessity modo Africa the focus
of its attention. Tho inteonsity of its aizl to teke pert
in joint enterprises in Africa can he qaugcﬁ by tho anount
of attoention eccorded to Africe both ot politicsl as well
as the toechnical lﬂéﬁle

A roferenco in thiso connaxion moy bo made to the
week~long visit of Indian Prosident in corly Jana.lgai o
two prominent Africen developing countries, Kenye and
Zambio. Though political 1as§as vore givon thelr routine
importance, the moost significont purpose of his visit vas
congidored to be promotion of & wolleconceived Indlan

progrocmme of technicoal and oronomic cooperatian@34

During
this vipit the Prooldent reforred to Indlen policy ©of
sharing its ekyertiﬁa with othor doveloping countriecs. '
Thus, this aspoct of Inde-ilourition intoraction is slso

quite pignificuant,

34 Hordshoran Chhabra in L )
(Hew ﬁﬁlhi)( v0l.18, no.i7,

Forel A
15«30 June 1981, p.10,
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CORCLUSION

Kegping in & broeder view sll the iooues roised in
tho previous chapters and toking noto of tho course of dovow
lopments both in India and Mauritius, it would be a groas
arror o subscribe to the viow thot Mouritiue was eny longer
tho "litele India boyond the sea” as it would be €0 consider
it the "Isle de Frenco”. Hauritians of whatover origins ere
now Mauritions, singuiarly ond finelly and tholr ecountry is

Mauxiﬁiusal

The conception that there is o demogrophic
majority of people of Indian origin moy, on racicl grounds,
bo tanéhle but when the guestion comes to how much proximity
these people have with poople and culture of mainland India,
the anover inovitsbly bocomos a bit rovesling. If we look
into tho history of Indien immigrotion, this sopect of
steiotal, relicious and cultursl transfornation would becomo
clearer. When Governor Mohé de Labourdonnais lsunched
nassive cultivation of cotton, indigo, rice, sugsr, oto.,

ho {mported slaves from Bengol, cmong othor pleces, who
later como to be known as 'Gontows's Jusct by the second
gonoration, thoze Pengali Indiens, known for the unusuel
pride they took in their cultural -heritage scomed to have
loot their notional woy of life. Life &n an occidentol

1 %ednn Me Saulaie in Anirudha Guptn, ode, X
Abroad sia and Africn (New Delhis Urtent Longman;
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atmosphores, precluded Eha=paaaihii§ty of crosting sny stable
society of ﬁhaiz'oﬂng They odopted furppeon nomes and in
8 ferr aeéaﬁma becano merged in the coloured populaticn and
loost ell traces of thoir nationality, “Certainly nothing
Indian wog recognisoble in-thom when the first lmmigrants
cane to Houritiue under British ruiaﬁgz Bince this ocal=
dental ambience, insteed of diminishing come o stoy, tho
subsoguont alienation of peoplo of Indion origin con thga
bo gouged well, Over the yoors, verious Indlan languages
prevelent in Heuritius slco yielded pleco to the Creole
which is pidyin Fronch with some Hindi wordo. The long of
identity con also bo measured by the fact;that even for
tho pcople who aré well reed, the Prench language is tho
substitute to Crecle. Official lenguage in HMauritive is
Englioh but preos is by and lorge Fronch dominateods EBven
 H31ndl cnthuniests speck Creolo ond French in nommal soutine.
wﬁia ovoer~weening Pronch iﬁﬁluenca is not withﬁut'réaécn.
Pirstly, the Heuritians woro under French dominption for
gorme timo ond then even up &0 the prosent days the cultursl
bomboardmont from the neighbouring ?rcneh torcitory of
Reunion in the form of TV agnd radlo progrommes was most
effcetive in tho abscnco of any viableo contender, Indis

at this stege was for and decolote and it pot like o silent

2 K. Hezarcesingh, History of 1
{(Londons Hacrillan, 1975}, e
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gpectator to the gradual annihixétibn of the rooidue
indien culture which hed withstood the ravoges of both
time and tonpers The first, subducd snd tontotlvo stops
werc token es late as in the soventiaé whon setting up of
Mohotma Sendhi Institute and esssocisting Mouritiue moro
clocoly with Hindi li{torature by moons of Vighua Hindl
Semmelans, otce wore vigsueslised, by this time Paris end
london voro the established pecrs in oll intellectucl end
cultural sctivity toking place in Mouritius. Tho £irst
round of bottle was olmost lost largsly unconteoted,

Houwcover, tho rise in power, stotus and gradual growth
1o oapgbiiities in the seventies which India witnesscs,
posed o dordous dilomma $0 the policy rmokers of this counte
ry. ©On one hand lay the immenso field of eooporating with
this i{slend stateo, relstively uncoxplored and on the other
wos tho *cultural effinity card' of which the 'culture’!
itself heod lopt most of Aty oppesl smong the rolovant
soctiono of soclotye It would do woll to point out o
the feoot thot Indian culture wes not in fact totally
obliteroted, glven the foct of cdjustablilicy ond survive-
bility of all that gooe by the nome of Indian culturc ond
which means, spert from art, roligion ond literoture, e
philosophy of life, Tho gencration of tho nide-twenticth
century, duo to its uwbringing was in search for a dQistinct
identity both on tho cultural 0o well os internstional plane,
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In such & situstion the cholco for tho option was by

itoolf restricted to tho field uf.eaaperatkan ia‘acunamia,
scientific and industrial domains. An attomt &t imgcsitsén
of a ‘culturc' would et bast have boen a miserable failure,
The other factor thet prompted India’c ndopting this une
conventional policy wae tho attitude of its astute foreign
policy decisfone-mekers who had the clairvoyance end grasp
of vhat waa inevitable. Hehrﬁ prompted Indla to embork on
fresh untrodden grounds wigﬁ his idon that "we cen slmost
measure the growvth and advance of India end the decling

of India by relating them to poriods whon Indis hod her
mind open to the outsido world and vhen gho vanted to

cloge it up, The more sho closed 1t, tho more static

sho became. Life, whother of the individual, grﬁup, nation
or toclety, is essontioclly s dynamic, changing groving
thing vhatever stops that dynamic growth olso 1§3nras it

" and undermines it". 3 The very ides of a ruthless pursuit
of a motropolitan culturce in é sovercign steto wan ebhorrent
to Nehru, Hin prime intorcst lay in groster give and take
of varicus cultures én& evolution of o univazﬁal conpositow

cultures in this frome of thinking, pursuit of culturel

. 15§ 1983) {New Delhit Pubalaatiens
nivisian. Minisﬁry of xnforratxOQ ond Broadcoesting,
Govornmoent cf india, 1953), pp.359=60,

(=]
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aiﬁinity for political ends scomed almost unimaginoble,
But even tho noblest of idesls do not just £it into the
schome of internptional politics dicteted mostly by pregs
matisn and disguieed opportunizme

Piplomacy with primery cmphanis on cultursi affinie
tics nas realistically sposking very limited applications
in tho presont day world, cspecially when the poyche of
newly'&nﬁgpendant‘ﬁat&uﬁa.is-mnatvayprﬁhenaivﬁ of ‘cultural
imperisliem. The ideas on this point were bast put forward
by Frantz Fanan,4 with special reforence to hfrica; whon he
sold that the-native culture of Africa has been complotely
destroyed and disfigurcd due to colonialism, The extent of
notional awarchncoe is also o factor to be analysed espew
cially vwhon vo discuss a country like Mauritius where
literates arc cplonty, and vhere notionslists likc Remy
01lierﬁ_have oll slong said, ®Le passe aa.paus appartient
pos; nous ne pouvons pas la roparers mais 11 dodt servir
‘ 5 ona that
mistakes of pant should never be repeated. 'in'this backdrop

a'oxenple su prosent pour zmeliorer 1'avenic®,

4 Frantz Fanon, The 2 tho Earth (Middlessexs

Penguin, 1967) pp.169e173s

o Patriot and champlon of tho colourcds, introduced
- - dempcratic ideos tonding towards harmonising the
difforont elements of population on the basis of
aogquality. _

5 “The past docs not concern us. We are not able to
mend it but iv should sorve as an excople ot present
to improve tho futurc”, Anand Hullue, ed., %hungggg
to Indenendence (Port Louls: Governmont Pubs/, D.3s



113

the policy optilons that ultimotely Indies followed sre in
itself s specimen of what a resolistic theory con at bost

offor ond vice=versas

Mauritius, due té its strategic location in the Indian
Ocesn has since long predominated the Indion strateglc thinke
ing which considers thig area az one of prime importencs iq'
India’s sccurity, Tho pivotal position of the islend of
Hauritius mokes it a focun of attontion for our regional
policye An for as materiél gaing within this are concerned,
Indin has almost nono. Glven the sizo of this country, wo
canndt toke part in an§ mossive construction activity>whieh
will benefit us in cconomic torms., The exchange of exportice
is bloo one-nided and 60 is the flov of old. Teking the
aageéta of cultural cooporotion indopendently, we can very
well be swere of the fact that thore too India is the *donor’,
All these cxemples spparently point to an otheruise spesial
relstionship with Mauritius, as the Indian Premier Mrs Indira
Gandhi during her August 1982 visit to Hourltius stated, Rowt,
this *speciai r@lationahiﬁ‘ cen be for two reasonss aaa‘being.
the aspect of cultural affinity and the other being the dice

tatos of stork nationsl interests

Let us exanine tho aspocts of cultural affinity first,
It is vory important 0 keep in mind tho pdvico that Rchru
tendored to the Indian pottlers abroed l.c. thet they should
moke themoelves worthy nottlors of the countrics of their
adoption and schould not look to Indie as thelir *ropl' homeland
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and thot they should dosist f£rom pleeing one foot in a
forcign country and ¢tho othor in India. This, howvevor,

was in obsolute contrast to tho Ruomintang-Chinesne spprosch
to tho peoplo of its origin, l.o, Chinege onyvhere in the
worid were citizens of Chine andg that thoy could alvays

look back to thoir homelond end it woo the duty of China

to protoct thoms With this subtle nuonco of approsach in
mind, we can rcfor to tho lotest Joint communique issucd

st the end of Prime hinister, Mro Gandhi's visit to Mouritius
(25 August 1982),. Nowvherc in thic docuncnt wos the fact

of cultural afﬁinit?,prominnntiy mﬁntiéncda Even the addross
to tho 70~member National Assembly of Mauritius was baged on
wide ranging politicel issuco from Diego Garclia to Ysracl
and hordly gave sny prominonce 0 aspocts of cultural
affinity, 7The ald plans too touchod sll arcas from setting
up of shipping lines to taking HMeouritien scientists on

Indion cxpeditions to Antarctica but here again ald to
promote culturcl tieﬁ'aas relegated to & secondory position,.

The mood of people i aloo reflected by the exorple
that whileo reforenco to and support for return of Dicgo
Gorcia from Britoin drew ropturcus rosponse from tho ropro-
sontotives, the roforoace o aagaa'af encient India and
irmigroation from India end resulting similaritios went
largoly unnoticed, The part of spoech mode in Prench (vhich

is closcr to Mouritien lingus-Fronce, Creole) was oppreciated

more as compored to the genoral oratory in Englishs. To cap it

X
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all, this response comes from an assembly with its nearly
2/3 of strength comprising of young deputies of Indian
origin. In this light where tho theory of culturol affi-~
nity stands or vhere the *mothorland-syndrome’ con be

oxploited 45 an open cuestion.

The enphesis ectually hos 21l along beon on concrete
political ond economic lines ond thet glone geems to be the
most enduring bond in a ficrcely compotitive worlds Howvover,
as mentioned slsowhere the aspect of cultural affinity 4o
Just on edded edventoge that indla has vis-awvis other
contendors and it is thot “An copnfunction with" whnlee
hearted offorts at cronomid end political cooporation that

con secure India's national intorpsts in totelitys

The preceding exposition thus brings out glesrly the
fact that at least in the proscnt timo, diplomacy based an1y
on clements of culture and exploitation of culturcl-affinities
cannot doliver the goods, and that cultural sffinities per se
havo almost no significance in biloteral relations.® I¢ ean
at best sorve as ¢ tool just like cconomie, militory end
idcological tools of dlplemacy in securing a country its
concroto national interests and objoctives, The more end
more varics applicstion of theseo tools shsll alonc elicit
bettor results An form of succoss of diplomecys Whether
these goals or objectives are 'milicu goals' or 'posnession

goals®, if we use the terminology of érnaia Wolfeora.
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Specific roference to Indo<dpuritiaon relgtions also
testifics to the veracity of the gbova contention. Heore,
cortain a#rategie aims have led to pursusnce of an active
diplomacy st three brood lovelss politicol, cconomic and
cultural. Being asegments of the repertolire of diplemncy,
there can be no contradiction or dobato tcgerﬁiﬁg-what
provolls over vhot when it comeo to natlonal interest and
cultural offinity based diplomescy. Toliing & functional
definition, thet diplomacy is the style or mothod of socuring
nationol interssts, wve can gay that culeupal é;ylnmaqf
ruaglting from cultural affinities is but g focllitating
foctor in reclipation of nationel interost and is thus &

part ond percel of the sante



APPUNDIX A
HOTE OR INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS (ICQCR)

The realisation of persons 1ike Nehru thot the objective
of achieving brothorhood smong nations could not be fully served
by en understonding of solely the political objectiven 2? our
neighbours led to some thinking on the lines of cnltufﬁ; A
greator understanding of cultures and their ctontenporary trends
ond directions, or in other words a lively cultursl relationzhip
was cqually necossorys. It was slso recognised that the owoteric
and distorted imoge of Indian people and eulture propegsted
sbroad was on impediment to the growth of wvormer and closer
understonding betwoen her and other nstions, The portrayel
of India abroad took little sccount of the essence of culturo
emorging through her arts, litorature, music and the changes
at sociel lovel resulting f£ronm progressive thinking, The
necd wos also felt of a national organisotion to spur the
achievenent of this objective, The Aslan Relations Conferconce
held in Hew Delhi in 1946 was followed by the setting up of a
Conference of Cultural Cooperation botween India and other
Agioh countrios, members of which included repregentatives
of mooct of the Agian govormments, At a mecting held on 21
August 1949, the conforence unenircously passed the folloving

rosolutions

“, .o that carly steps should be tekon for strengthening
the ties of cultural cooperation and exchonge botween India
end other Asien countries, In order to give practicel shape
to this objective, recolves, thot this meeting transforms
itgelf into a provisionsl committee of Indien Council for
Cultural Coopurstion with instruction tos

117
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"{a) prepare & draft constitution for the proposed
councils '

- "{b} organisc the nucleus of o library ond a reading
rooms . :

*{c) undortake such other preliminory work os may bo
neconsarys and

*(48) convene & genersl conforence sometimé in Rovembor
- when -tho draft constitution con bo adopted ond
the Council fornolly inougurated®, 3
Thus tho Indian Council for Cultural Relations was establiched
and formolly insuguroted in April 1950 to serve the objectives,

The Councll was sn autonomdus mrganiaat&aﬁ roeceiving
annual gr&ntﬂuinﬂaié,ﬁrnm the Government of Indic. The
constitution of the Council provides for £ive offico bearcrs,
nonoly? (1} the ?gaﬁi&ené, (2) Two Vico~Presidents, £3§ Financial
Agviper, (4) the SBecretery. The President being sppointed by
the Pronident of the indlon Republice for four yesrs,

The Council has four yrimdry outhorities viz, the
Genoral Agsembly, the Governing Body, the Pinance Conmitiee,
any Standing Committoe set up by the Prosident, GEﬁméal
Asgexnbly or the Governing Hody. |

The Council's programmes of promoting cuitural undere
atending follow linus spproved by the Governmont of Indie
and are fremed by the distinguished peoplo in the ficld of
culture vhe comprise the Sencral Aggerbly and the Governing
Body of the Council. Those are comprised in the following

brosd hoados

1  Indien Council of Cultural Reletions (195066},
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1. Recelving and quiding distinguished cultural vioi-
tors end scholars from abroad,

2o Promoting Indien studics abroad. {(This is done by
constituting of profesnorships of Indion studien and sending
out lecturers of Hindl end other Indien lengueges, Dance end
tusic Inctructoros, Deputing Indisn scholars on loctuge tours
in forvign countrics and giving travel gronts %o distinguished
Indian ?ersonalitien to sttend confercncos abrosd).

3. Publication of journols, books, transletion of Indlan
worke in different Zangﬁagesg Prascentation of books on
Indion thomes o foreign cultural and acodemic institutions
ond porsonslitiosy services of Council's library and reeding
roomy bibliogrephlios on Indiom themes and holding eshibitions
cf books relating to other countries.

4o Suorvices for overgeas studonts in India,

5. Organisation of talks end lccturos by eminent
cultural peorsonslities, the holding of Anmusl Azed Remorisl
becturea: Seminars end Conforencos of internationsl charace
terxr.

G Holdlng axhibltions of arts of othor countricss
Hecolving and presenting in India dolegstions of porforming
ortists of other countries., Progenting Indion porforming
artiscts to vicicors from abrocd and gending out dologations
of lndian performing artists abrood.

7s Institution and mansgement of Jawoharlal Nehru

fvard for International Understanding.



APPERDIX B

' The nemes of countries making uwp the Indion Ocean ares

sccording to the working pepor of Sri Lanks prepored in 31973

ares

Afghanistan Malaysio
sustr 81 i& ﬁﬁl ﬁ&vﬁg e
Botswana Oman

Burma Pakiston
Dernocratic Yeman Qator

Egypt Saudi Arsbia
Ethiopis Singaporo
Indie Somalia
Indonocsia 8ri Lonka
lren Sudan

irag Sweasiland
Renya Thailangd
Kuyait Ugenda
Losothe United Republic of Tanzania
Solovwl Zarhin

There 15 now a consensus in the A4 Hoe Commities on
the Indian Occen that in addition to coostal and immcdiaste
hinterland, all those statos wvhose access o the Indian Ocoon
vias through caﬁatal.gtatas and vhoge security was nffected
by developments in cosptal ototes should be included in this
1iat. » |
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