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X f on o(i:(')rt 1o nad.c to c1otor..linc tho cxcct cor.:po­

ncnto and Ct"tolytic fcctora tct;;-:rnrtla o vioblo foreign policy 

oa troll oo e v1cble forC"~ign ro11cy 6ec1oion-na!:ln9• one 

t::>uld el:no~t !nevi tobly urift to the ti:-~:c-honourol toolo 

bt:ncti on o tll!'CL'-lcvol snr.lyo1:t viz. ac-tor rinotion of gools 

ot proli:t'linory otego ~:-1-t.h ro(o.rcncc to th0 neodo end eapa­

bilitic!.ll the actual i.'".)le:cntotion of poztulotoo policy 

or oujcc~1veo in en objretivo nvnnox., vh1ch ::nltoa for changon 
• 

fl::OD time t." tlr:~ t:> OGVC 1t:1< lf Lt'O":t: the bUlO Of Obsaloo-

ccnco end finally tho onpcct~ of occu~.:u!ct~ • ox· or1cncc' 

on:l otwly oQ prcccdcr..t~, ·enclJt!ccl o-cuu7 of tho po.ot ond 

on th, t ti.UJ1o alone, a concreto ,;,l.J:09ro:--: '"''tion for the ~ut.urc. 

j·.lttoUlJh it t:oultt be <.In 1njunt1cc to r('lf"._;rto enyone o~ thc:1o 

itli'Ortt:.lnt otq;oo to r. ;;ocoll{1cry ~o:;!tion, it '~.cte be (;t':'t'"thc­

oiot..~l that tho tllirJ or tho • rcvto::·-~J0rinhlo' 1o po.tht!'O 

\:ho ~not 1: .::_r,;Jrt.r.:nt on-·! vi tal foct.or in S)und foroign !"Olicy ~ 

end !orci·_.n volic:! t!e<"l.:Jion-:.K:1:1nq. 

ccvc."!lt:.!o:J,. bM3t.."9ht into ;_')ro"ninenco cortc1n fcctor!l t1h1ch 

h1tllo.::to uoro not CJiven pr.t-.o cono1(1ct·ction. An ~rtont 

foetor &>iOrlg tllC:;.'l f.:Crt.cincd to tllO !;;:tltJO arK1 1nflucnco Of 

t;-do country in the tt>tion. ln tho pr,'ctico of 1ntcrnc­

t1oncl Uiplo;:::.ac-:1 the convetltional toJica.o:n or tho ogo-old 

edngc ":?olieitco r:mltoa hclXt e\lcoo'*1 io nuito rcvcr-ocd. 



11 

Rise to prominence .a.nd ptospor1ty of n country inztood of 

uinning it fricndo. quitu porudoxicolly# incuro the 1ro of 

ito neighbour:::. Tho pron"J.ncnc(:. ;;ornl end idcolog!ccl. 

thnt Iooin o.c:•1ovc1 in the !.ortica on1 t::!rttco uno at thQ 

root. of its ontetronist'l: with 1t.!l *t>1tJ brot.ho~• - Chino, and 

uhich ultirt~stcly cul~r.!notc~ 1n a hur:il.ict!nv Cltpo:r1cncc for 

Lndio in 1902. Lt is onlt to overt* or !~r~~orn cgnlnot 

ouch aimr ~::r1n.~ UJ'\ooan!oun:J, to u;,~:1~t.c,. to •::alto !'orcign 

pol!c..1t norc o1Jjcct1ve urul pro~oun,l t'l1.. .. t aeooon1e atudico 

on top!co or ir; .. cJiotc ru..tionrl 1nt4,.;r(".::to ere nc!lc en~ only 

in t'hio lig.it thoy a~o to be tnt~.tL .. rctc:-1. , 

'4'ho : roacnt stt:;.J; c.:ntitlc..l "~ult~r~l f.ffin1ty enG 

~•d.:.ion0l lntorczt I ~> ..jtu:t_)' Oi lnCO-~:nurltion 1ntrt'OC't1on'::" 

hon o.:~ 1t.o pri,:·nri ail:-, tho ioouo :n'ictltcr it t:tll not be 

vr.o:-or for lnaio eo cctiv.:..tc cont~t:1 t:ith ;.aur.t.t1uo on 

o~U'.t."l.:ti yorecp~ijno of tho prc~cnt rlc.y t10rlu rc1nforec:t1 bJ 

en active collclxn .. otion !.n ccono. ~ic cnu tcchaiccl ncttcro 

in.ztci;".l of hnr.:.1!!1J on tho rhetoric of 'nothcrlontJ-nynt"h"'~o• 

i nil corz.:-on culturc.l hcrit.c·Je• ln t:·wu.t--<:1t.!col tc=r:-:o it 

neuno en anolyoio of tr:h.:.::t choula. 1•rove11 ovor tJhot ~!hr:n it. 

co:"'(lo to concrete national intcru-::to vf'r!mu eul tural end 

ethnic fnctor:J d'lt..'rover the-;{ e:dct. Lho Ot'\JU-11entO oivcn 

tt n:"l to f!o\.l'Our tho forr:ier anti co!.ne1·1:nt.clly the l'Pccnt 

gcner...:.l elections in :laurl.t.iuo hc.vo C'J.l but rn:_'ifi1rnctl tho 

contention thnt sincrle-~;idcu c:::.,hoc1s on culturol ~'ici ethnir; 
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fuc:toro ccn in tho long .run prove det.rimentnl to country' o 

·intcreoto. bceouoo ohort of other shoroo perocptionn, 1t 

aignJ.fioo only e reot:ricted ophero of cor.tmOnalit.y, c;!Uito 

foeblo to auotcin a viable ana enduring rolationohiv. All 

the anelyoas vor1ables whether they bo economic or pol1tioo­

otrntog1c, point in the osme direction. 

He.uri t.iuo .S.s o tiny island of i ~aoccrene volcanic g~ 

with on orca of 720 o('jUaro mil eo t:t1 th l-!c.dogoobcr SOO miles 

to tho acot, t•:onbaoa 1100 milco to tho northwest and Indio 

2.400 milos northooot. Uclf a dozen pco2~s rioo to bott~een 

200 ena 2, 700 feet over a c0ntrol plotem11 ccpt.urlng c:ucnt1-

t1co of rain for ub1~1toua ecnc-ficlda end flower gardens. 

'ihio ovol-aho,cd iolc.ntl country ooasurca 39 mileo from north 

to .south and. 29 l!l!los at ita bro1..;doot cast-we!tt girth. It 

1 o oi tuoted in ono of too most atrctcqic loco tiona in tho 

InQian Ocean i.e. lct1tuao 20°~; end longitude 51°61 :-noking 

1 t a hotbGtl of ""'\l;.lar-tJOtiOr r1 vclry • A t'lide array of reoeo 

has mode 1 t 1 to honct t.heso include, the French. the Dutch, 

tho Cll!necc., tho f,friccn ntt:-groo, and finally, tho ~nd1ann 

who ucoount for nccrly 10 per cent of ito presont populotion. 

Thio atvero1ty r!Sflcc:to lt~clf in polities clso. where from 

conoervt..tive Haurltien Uoeial Uon:tcrotio Party (t.).a.;; • .o.> to 

the liberal Labour J?c:u:t.yJ fro::t oxt~iot t~uve.-nont h111tant 

t•ourlcien (~:.: .• a.) to largely cor.rnunal groUping collcd Comit' 

d 1 action i~USSUll:tOft (C.J•ell•) COCY.iat. 

A 11 ttlo d1greao1on at th!o stage uould perhepo prove 

holpful in molting- clear tho ottl tude of Major pot:1ern towards 
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now end emerging ototea and tho contrn~t that o country 

liko Indio of!'oro. r~t ono of the dobotcs in the United 

tlatlono mooting on colon1c11Q.l when the QUootion of nau .. 

ritiuo Ut:YJ dioou~:oea, tho Ruooion u.clcOJcto o~1a in of£oet, 

nGivo bl.·,elt tho iolnnd to tllo ind.igcnouo in."'Jab1t.ontot~• . 
There t:no a burnt of launhtcr w'"hcn t.11e Bri t1sh dol ego to 

replied, *'UtthL;:;pily, tt'ln &.)odo hun been 'deed c long tir:ic". 2 

itecpin'J o.aide t.~o flavour of ttt"'1cel reo.d;r wit. for ~ich 
' 

tho Dr1t1oh ere notorious, ~1io tV?ortoc ~1to~ineo tho 

rc;;pcctivo prclilcction:J of mojol" ih. ·crs to\J&rdo oll enoll 

ot£tes .in gencrel ana r.teuritius in pcrt.1culor, ono rcprc­

aonts the GOi,1<'Ct of po11t1col propagcnda for selfiah ondo 

t1borono ti'lo other 1nlliectc-: ut.tor a!orcgo.rd for national 

aont1mento of other pcoplco in t..1o gu.iso o£ ocurriloun 

c:&uivoc~tJ.on 011d blerul jugglory. In1.1e ot.cps into thio 

orcnn duo pr1.,lor11y to ito it.L'act on th1o country• o occu• 

rity and oeonotaic 1nt.orcsto end pt<rtly duo t.o the edhorencc 

to the .:rinc1plc Of Or-unllt.y e..~ng l"!Ction ot.etOO enU 

recpcct. for tho nnt.ioncl sentimonto of other nations. 

lnd1·o1 o epr,roech 1o bounrJ to differ bccou~o in Ol:~it.e of 

ito vm-:er ot.otuo 1t 1o o <lcvolo~;ing country vory much on 

the 11noD o£ ;ja,uritiuo. It t'1oult1. hoticvor, be difficult 

t.o dony on ovpr.,:d.nnt.c identity in tho 1ntorc-sto of 'other 

po·.~ora' cnu Inaia. i'he decided aJvant..;..""{Jo thot lndie ho.o 



v 

over ito rlvols 1o t..l>}o exlotonco of tan ethnic ontl cultural 

bOnd tthich oo1eoro it 'r..oro' to t.llo :. ca1~e in flautiUuc. 

It io pre-cisely th1o C!lve.n~cgo uh1eh J.o tho aum end oubo­

tanco of all that ot.hnic a"lt'l cultural fActor:J can offer in 

bilotorol roletiono. lf Indio has oll ethnic cnt1 cultural 

a1o1lor1t1eo out lne~ actual drive ~nd capability# tho 

oecooion to u~e thcao crfin1t1cn voul1 ne~r orioe. It is 

oclf•ovitlont. thn't t.hooc nf~inition ern ot best socondory 

fcctora rc-cn:Corc1no tho primor.l elc:;~.;nt!J of co~:tOnol1t.y 

i.e. cone.rotc notionc.l int(:rcot:.: • 

. ;tulo dincuoning cultural affinity uith riauritJ.uo, 

it 1:3 1· .. ::-ortont to rc:Jcvbcr thet the ~rc~cnt goncrot.ion of 

naur1t1ono rcger ... ~lc:os of their lndion or!9ino¥ <1t1c to 

Guu.c\ltion end cul turnl r,1!licu look.o ii:z>ro tottt.:rdo Lurovc 

than to;:o~n Indio. ~;hen tn tho root•indcpcndonc:o ora 

Inuio tlt'l:·; busy in ito rolentlcs!l pursuit to develop itoolf. 

Luropcan motro,9ol1 t:m pcxroro were buoy bo:nbr.u:tling the ncti 

generation o£ ouch e~:crgc:nt notiono with propcqcnelo. 

Cc.: ;.;r1<1Jo end ~;~or<l not :Uc·lhi t:-e!'o the plaeoo that ottrce­

tc..:t1. • :aur.ttion ocholot"O• ~O'"io, not Cclcutto or eor.bey rrovoo 
hccvon fos i~cur1t.1cn litcret.ur.c • .:art or!tl culture. i'h1o 

ovcr.~1lel!,'11rl'J oeoitlr'ntsl influence otc:t~cd the 'InU1cnn:.;£vJ' 

oo or::artly thct it loot ell yrounu~ then t-dtb thtl the 

'Creole' boco."'ling lingun france thct bond of lGngu~ge \too 

lllGO broken.. Tho oy.:;Wollc obcervencr of Holi, Dit10l! or 
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r1ehaoh1vorntr1 that ot.1ll prcvf'J.lo .f.o so 1no1gnif1ccnt in 

!P!lSO.l that it t:oula bo on injustice to cention tt at 

1cn(1t.h. 'rruc, tho yccrn1ng for t"'iOthcrland now,. :-coliot.1• 

coll-y :zpcakin0, old.ut.o onl:1 in the r:d.ndo of foo veatea 

intcrcnta .::nd decrcpi t scttlcrn t1ho hovo out11voei their 

public 11 vco and tlhoso o:)lnlonu do not tlcvs wtd.!Jht even 

11) tl"wir <nm country. 

·.~1th o country tlhid't !a relying roro ond r~orc on ita 

youth 1n govorncncc, whether concrot~ nct1ono1 intcrcoto 

ohould bo the bc;:oio of rE}lctJ.on_·,.•ip or tho l1t.ony of on 

onci~nt cultural dna ethnic affinity ia en open ~cation. 



CUL'l'UtU i4 .i\i1:'1Ul'•'Y NW lU~O~U\.L 1f1Tjilt£~ 1 BJ\;JE.J AND 
ltt.JUb..; 

'l'bink.ing of bileteral lntemo.tional intorcctiona in 

ter:1s of cultural content end mo~lvaUon we f.ind. two c:lear 

trends eea11y dlaaemlble by any cautious observer. First 

1n tho relotiono:bip suatalnetl, oo.tnteinoo end otr:cn,tbenctl 

on the banie o£ any ele:nent of cultural effinit.YI the ctherJ 

1a the sustenance. molntenenee end sttentJthenlng of tJ.cs by 

maluno up for t.b.o divergences bmught into p1ct.ure by the 

cultural Ui£Ccn--nces. It. would be pert.tncm to interrupt 

horo ancl <jUaltfy that the for:.:er o1 tue:.tion is en exception 

and latter e rule. By cnt1 lcrgc tho bilateral rclctions 

between tho nationa do account for these 1nov1t.eble diver­

gences Gml heve tenaca to COi~cnoete t.'W ao:nc by the prope­

g-anda machinery. which 1n times of u11!ul ooquiesecnce of 

parmt. govem"tent hao become whet ln une.ce.demio vocabulary 

is ter:ned o.s • uncalled for 1nt.arfcrence and which in diplo­

mutic t.e.rr;dnology firulo c:cr:r.cssion in a D(1t'1 style of dlplo­

nctic activity - one thct operot~o t~ainly at the lcvol of 

osoaes, indeed a subtle euphen1s:~t and a denge.rously pro­

lifcreting trona. 

'.i:hougb there is no gQJ.nsaying the fact that. the 

prominent use of. cultural ele::ol.'lt.o in rolc-.tlono among 

nations aate3 ooek to vre-colon!ol t.1r:u:~!l, wheth!"r it t-zos 

the Greater India concept of n.b:th cc.."lt.ury A.ll. or the firot 

wave of Ptm-lcle:n!:;;n in the elovc,nth century. ThP oontet­

porory sttcs:l on this c~i·:cct, r-nrt1culnrl:r in tico bot\1ecn 
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colonies inter ae as woll os colonies -end metropolises 

como about. mostly becauno of the .assertive arrogance of 

the victors or the pc:>Werful onoo who coined soft., huomi­

torlc.n ~aoiono like •t~hite t'lOn • s l:r.trdon* to e&tcote 
/N 

ana: c1v1Uoo t.he •netivoo• or t.ho French 11'11D:l1on C1v111• 

snt.tri':i•. The prina objective behind thooo fen.tasttc 

"' moU votions may be .ourn:ned up in two way sf firot. en eement 

bolie£ c:mong the coloniollote that t:helc 1 tttlrds• petent.ly 

locltecl 'culturo• in th01r sonso of tho tero ena that there 

exlated no othor way to enrich and develop thoae 'archaic' 

and 'pr1mit.1vo• culturco, th~n by obliterating them ena 

replacing ~en ~11th tho ouppose<Jly better ot.uff theY poss­

oosoo. ;.ieeond view is that being apprcheno1ve of the 

ephcmorol nature or tenuous! t.y of the econ.o:n1c daminf.lnCe., 

tho co1on1n.liots ttlcd to cloubly cnaurc their continued 

dorainuneo l:1';l tlominoting t1'lo eolonJ.co in tho eulturol aphcro 

too. Tho 1rJ.t)oo1t.ion of Chr1st1enity !n tho.oo so collcd 

prii:;d.t1ve ooc1ct1eo, if tfc cono!dcr 1t a part of overall 

cultural opcct.ru:::* .and uhlch t:o undoU'bteQl y can, referred 

to entl vall<l..nted thin n~ ~ent elout the intenao t1ill to 

docinot.e eo:ttJlct.ely, unquo:Jtionobly ond unoarutebly on 

the part of the colon1nl1ats. li<wever, t.ho passlnu of 

that ero, <litl not, by 1rr.pl1cat1on nudge ito legmcy into 

oblivion. This esaymetrlc equation hao not only ourvi ved 

but. has alae oaae 1 ts prcneneo cont.inually fol t. tl rather 

heartening of£ohoot of thio pheno::1ana in tho post-world tlo.r 
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ern wns the _ anerglng sincerity and democraitlsaticn in tho 

conduct of intemadonal relations due to t.wo factors. 

First. w&e the e.nergence of eec:uler and apoll tical bodies 

like the United. Uat.ions Sociel and Cultural Orgen1oation 

\U:4~aco) end second. consequent to docoloniantioa process 

tho crr:ergence of a vost. nu.abor of neill1ly 1n.de:?endent atoten 

which bod no \d.ll to &>::lin tote in t.he realms of oul ture end 

uh1ch, duo to abtJsmOl poverty and bec~t,arJnoso shelved 

thtrir &'7lbit1ona and asp1-rationa towards propagation of 

culture in antieipation of better time in future. An 

1nfin1tis~ally low number of thcoo countries who did ccti• 

voto end accentuate the contucto at oultur~l level could 

not.- b'Ut continue thc:J with a tt?ula1vc rc-:-.ernbcronee of 

tho despicable content 1t had ac~uircd 1n tho prc-ooloniol 

doyo and a oinyle pc:rusal of such contacts shorn of lofty 

and hit;h soundinu objectives. 

Now, at thia stugo of development cultural eff1n1-

t1oo end divaroit1ca were not only e.ccc;ytablo out t~:ere 

looked upon favourably as inaJ.cotJ.ve of a rich univor-oel 

cultural hcr1 tn~o.. uhich bravetl the onaleughts of .lmporiol­

is:n' a worst forua i.o. the Cultural Impcr1e11om. I Vtnits 

by eul turel delegations nirr.ed nt fa::nil1erioing boot.a w1 th 

-the eul tural t.rn-di t.ionn of t.he parent country end conse­

quently ito hi::rtory anu its rclctivo riehnos.s beco.mo the 

moot acceptable foro.s of interaeUon and this continues to 



4 

be so. 1 n.t this stage it io t~nporetive to state with direct 

reference to tho topic of the preoont study that onother 

variable for cultural interoctionn ~rged during the colo­

nial interlude tn the hiotory o£ the world which oholl 

presently be a."lolysoo et eo:na len(Jth. The diseove.rloo 1n 

tho sixteenth end the mwcnteenth ccnturioa mat1e by ~urop~an 

navir:Jators o~ ne\'1.- ctr:atcgicclly located iolnndo oll- round 
1.. 

tho world os woll as of oomo orcas 1n tho western hem!Sl)hcre 
A 

cncourcge£1 them to colonise the~,, but as tho contlit1ons of 

living end our.11vol \<Tero unauly horoh, they felt tho need# 

fir.st- to ~oke ~~~ habitable an~ r,ovornable bf settling 

ocgr:u::nto of populctions fran ti'tcir eolon1os and thane en 

nooso oottle-:rnto in tum transfcrro!i colonial ®1 turco,. 

so:"letimeo indian end som.ot1meo \..1'\incuo and OOl"net.imoo a few 

othcro creeting amoll poc~ots of these athnic entitieo, 

t·th!ch uith the grc.auol evolution of political awareness Ct:!o 

to occupy top:~.ost. pooi tlon.::: in thooo crot'::h11e colonial 

cettlc1cntc '.:1hcn the uave of decolon1oation began. 

J~A ru~ork~e situation thuo preocnte1 itself in f~nt 

of t.ho theories of 1ntornet1oncl poli ticn in tll<l form of 

c::ulturcl cff1n1t1cs. l'il<'~rd tt".cr,Jrd quito o feu eountrics 

\Jh1ci1• dcsr>1 to being oe,rnrate 1!1tctnctionnl ent1 Uoo. hnd 

oi:-J.lor cul tureo. One er~lo a:x>m:J r.l<'-llY ouch coooo was 

thet of t1cur1tius. ~-hero our e•lilorrnce to the nojortty 

fo~la in the demoqraphia analysis t40uld r.10ke 1t aMPlY 

clear to ua thct typical Indian doMincted culture tlrovails 
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over a vast rnajodt.y of people. nut before dcl.v1~o into 

apec1£1c1~y let us fUrther J.nvcotJ.gate What cul ture.1 aff1-

nlt.y neano and what. correlctf.on. whethor cOflll)lemont.ary or 

eontrc~otory opd.oto thoro between it end No1:1onol lnt.erooto. 

To understand cultural affinity it is nceensory to 

define -w"hat nctuully culturo atonda for. Culture is a 

tc~ with historical content Which cncor.porateo in ·itself 

all ac:tU!red &tt1t.ut1oa 1n a poreon or aocioty that are in 

c~nsononcc with end ore occ~tub!c, by end large-. to ~~e­

diotely ~roeocding gencrotions. ~heoo acquired attitudes 

uouolly revolve or:ound belicfo. ert:J. morals• 1Gt10• eunto:no,. 

hobi to. etc. ~:1 ri ting about the ant.hror.olog1cal content of 

culture l:.tlt.raru n. Taylor otet.ed, "~'Ulture or civilisntlon 

takon in ito vide ethnogr~vbic scnae io that ~lex wholo 

wi1leh 1ncludoo knowledge. belief, art. morals. lcw, custoo, 

and any other capabJ.l1t1es and habits ccquired by men as 

o :ncnber of oocicty" • oroniolav Hal1nowsk1 4ef1nea culture 

ns that handiu-or'k of c:um and the mc.:llum through which he 

aeh1cvos hio Mdn.1 lt C()r.lpr!oco, according to him.. of .. 
••.s.nhcritw ort!~acta1 gooilo. tcehnolo11cnl procesnes, 1<.1es!l 

· and hcl!.>ita". 2 ~o ucGuco from tho ebove• culturo 1~ therc!ore 

thnt ~lon ~fotcm where~/ o people lives and pursues tto 

1 

2 
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vay of life. Thus oll thOse contrivaneco and mcchenismo 

by which men aaept thenoolves to their physical end ps-f<!ho­

soc1al environ."nent. is whet e»nsti tutes culture. liot<~evor. 

tho above 1ntcrprotnt1on of culture oufflco to drive homo 

the point thet thero 1o no unifom vlrnr about eulturo. but 

for our put:);oses, these clivcrucnt opinion.:'l ere no cbntcclea. 

"rhore Cl'-isto a perfect egrccncnt on tl'lo'.contento of eulture, 

for our P\ll'l'lOGoo this worltablo flP't)rox1r::at1on of contents 

would ou£Cieo thot; eul turo is t;hat encorporetcs ln 1 tcolf 

doll c~:uired attitudoo in o pcroon or oocicty thot oro in 

eonsont;nco \11th end ere accci'touln, by end lcrqo, to 1::-:nc­

di<:tcly proceeding qcncrctions. ~heGf' e<::.('Uiro-1 attitUdes 

ond any other capc:bll1ties ond ho:.1ta c<:auired b"f man ao 

a me:nber of ooclct.y"'. Jat1oha.rlol t:ehru' s un1orotending of 

tho crux of eul ture \tao rmcrltoblo. In one of bio spocehoo 

ho ~oriocd the idea of culturo tJith r;:ostorly prccialon. 

Ho equatea culture wi~l a ocnce of undorotonaing. Ho oa1d. 

1 o to that O)ttont lioi 'tea in ~::iS.nd arrJ culture. Booeuae 

nobody porha9o barrin~i so:no very extraordinary bu.-:'lell ooinao 

ccn pr.cS\lr.lo to hnvo Cull~ct tmouled'JO end \tiroo:n". 3 lteez>­

ing in viet1 tho r~eh::uvian es well an ot:hor vicwo on culture 

3 
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in mind we oen vent.urc to oey that the t.cm cul.tural affi­

nity signifien the affinity reoul ting from ahared and 

CO:'l'lmOn beliefs end perceptions. emerging from the ct.~ne 

mother otock an<l spreading into tho br:oadly generalised 

categories of ort.o'" morols. customs, lows. hobitD end rall­

gtous prodiloction~. 

Hcvorting baclt once n::ore to the · t.he:ne o£ the pronent 

atudy, t:e go thor thc.t the purpo:::o of our enalyois S.B to 

bring out tho exact relationohip between No.Uonol Interests 

of n c:ountry anti the cultural affinities prevn111ng between 

ony two countrie~. In dey•to•dcy conduct of 1nternv.tJ.onnl 

rolntiono tthnt taltco prcccd.(meo over uhat or in other words 

whether role tiona e.ro fo3tored onc.l cul t1 vatcd by the prac­

tical commando of netioncl 1ntoruote or the scnUmont.al 

u1ot&taa of cultural affinities thot cxiot. 

Let us not~r tnko up the ideo of not1ono1 in~oroot. 

Just eo 1n cnse of culture end cultural off1n1ty, no oooner 

wo dclvo a little docp in aooreh of ito meaning uo ore de­

luged by a plethora of lntcrprctotions, confuotng and con­

tradictory in contents. ..;o:ne nrc too thror-ct1col to ba 

uoe:d and quite c fe.a others oo value laden as t.o be devoid 

of ant objectivity. Tho ecntrel 1mpo.rtence of t.hlo concept 

con bG realioed by tho femous otatmcnt of Lord Pelmerotone 

l:Jlum he aaid1 ".;o have no otornal ell1oo and tte hove no 

eternal cne:::d.on. Our intorcHts are eternal end thor;o 



1ntcreots, it ls our duty to follow". 4 t~orgonthw• o opinion 

is olao Cl.Rpresoive of his high ootir.ation of tlUo conceyt. 

tihen bo aays- al\o lonq es the world is po11 t1ce11y oruen1oc4 

into nationo. tho net1onal 1nteromt itJ 1n(lecg tho loot t:.-ord 

in politic.u''• 5 

Another e.uthori ty of con~iC.ornhle repute A.T .t:ahon 

wont oven one stcv further ubcn he ocJ.d., ":.iel f•intoreet 1 a 

not only n lt.'git!~r.oto but a fundc~ental cLuse for foreign 

policy ••• it 1o vain to eXpect govcrnr::cntn to e,ct continu­

ou:::ly on any other grountb theta nwtionol int.oro.ot.o •••• Tl'1ey 

hnvo no riyht to a.o so bcl.nJ egc:nts not prlncipfll,sac. 6 ~he 

above vicr:IG. Ciol.Jict the 1c1)erctivencno of the con.;cpt but ao 

fi..·.r ao ito oont:a.>nt ia concerned it 1a ~ito nebulous. Lvcn 

thon c;:uit.o e fct1 wr1tero have given their views on it. 

t.ecorllin'J to r:orqcntheu the content of national intore"lt 

io dctcrr.d.nt."d b"¥ tho J;Dlit!col tra.:itiona and tho total cul• 

t.urcl context within ttmich a notion fomulctco it.$ foroign 

policy. rio holds on to the vie:-1 t:h..:;t notional 1n~orc:1to 

stcna to ooft:-guora tho phyoicel, polie1cal end cu~tur-al 

identity cgoinot the oncroccm:,cnto by other otates, hm-rovor 

t.hia view !a m'trc:'tlly de£cn!l1 ve ontl ia not at all oll• 

5 

6 

\duotcd in '-ioocph Frankel., f!ns&onel lnt~~n!; (tlcu::·lillon, 
1970), p.1o. 

H • .:r. t~rgonthau, .. ~nother Orcat J)obatcn, {;;mt:;.r:-,&ee 
~.o~!!i!Gill bc&cnce t->gy~~. vol.~U.NI~ 1052, pp.971•70. 
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Frankel•s c1ass1f1cet1on1 of contents of nationDl 

intf1.r.eot int.O napirational. oprrnttonr:.l. exnlenatOry cn1 

polenieal olct~nt:J is o very pleusiblc one. On tho oo:;i• 

rotionol level nction""'l interest refara t:o the v1a1on of 

gOOd l!f<)• t.o uo:::e t:..~cl sot of goal~ which a otct1c would 

l1kn to r.ccl1se 1! this ucro pootriblo. On the oporntionol 

lcvol it refcro to the cu.-:1 totel of 1tn .tnt.crl'nta ,afld 

po11c100 actuvlly pursued. 6n tile Cltjlsnetory &nu ~lenicol 

level. tho conCf"i)t 1tl ur~ed to CJt:_')l~in, ev·c.luct.~,. rnt1ooo11ae 

or cr1t1cioo the forviqn polie-J• '•.he e~c,uirat1onal contcntn 

of! not.iOJ,el intcrcnt ha.vo oc,cn t."ofrr:r:c:J to es 'm11tcu uooJ.o• 

by t,.mol<l ~iol£cro. 'l'hio 1nclut1en tho belief of ~o count.-
1 

ric.o, thot sorving GCY."le r.J.nd of uorld f'i'isa1on such as "world 

revolution .. , conte1n ont. of cop l.Unio.n, t.lc!:cooe of fronticto., 

of freedo~1l1 cte. conot.1tuten the1r notional interest. 

The im;_10rto.nt t:UCDt.ion thot artaos at this jur&ct;uro 

io the oxt.Mt of C01'iplcnentarinesm or controdiction bottf"ecn 

tho cultural offinity and national interests while m~d!'Gil'lg 

bilat.erol rclotionn nntl t!hat tokes prccea~nce over Whet. 

1'he above t•K:ntione:l analyses of concc_ption am1 contont.o of 

the tHo t.:uf£1cc to J.n!;.l!ccto the.t iru.t>licot!on-\-.Jise oM roalio­

ticolly Oj}eddng, nationcl intern ·.t io the single moot v1 tel 

1 ~oo«Mh t'rcnkcl, NqY:qu.Ql In.tf'l:J:Q:P$: (Lonclotu >ice .dllun, 
1970), 9P•31-35. 
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prop behind foreign &el1ey. t~nd dereliction on pnrt o£ 

londcrohip in 1 te duty t>11 th rcgerd to purouanco of nctJ.onol. 

1ntoroot of o countrJ t-rould jCOi,"ard1oe nut$-ono1 eJt..iotcnco 

ooo well boing. ln casa o~~ectn of culturill eff1n1ty ore 

not Cully overat1onn11sc4 in biloterGl reln~tono~tpo it 

portenao no uon :,;cr of n,;.ch a :nngn1 tude. 'nl\\lo tho netionnl 

interest ~ires cnlial'lced protnincnce. A G'.Ore 0.9rccoblo 

pror.oaition could ~orgc 1~ we eoula cn06rpotate e~lo1• 

tction of cultural s'Ct1n1t.1co en ono of tho ocr.no of fcoi­

litating the I>t'O;n:)tJ.on of nutionol 1ntort..sts. It cen be 

nccc~tcd, withou~ much debate. thnttculturel bffin1ty ia 

oo~oth1ng eorr~;Jlc:~~cntf:l1Y to advancing national interest o.rul 

hence the c:]Uestion of prece&:nce noturCllly locca vcn::u.~., 

The above diseussea theoretical fra::!cwor'k ccn be 

aoelyaed on practical plene by ~al:ing o ro£ercnce to tho 

cultural aff1nit.1o& that md.stcd between mt orul the United 

Utotco of t4Der1caJ 3pe1n end oo::1c Latin At'Jer1cel') count~ 

rico; Dro.z11 crul .a:ort.ugal. I ~ho h.nothooio' thGt cono14era­

t1ona of notional interests orcclude and take precedence 

over cultural af£1nitiea eM bo substonttat:e:d ln oll thoae 

t.hrec inatnnccs which ohall }.Jt"Coontly be tekon into conol­

dorntion. \ 

In i\::'.mr1ca of the etuhteenth century. Greet .Br1to1n 

tt1 th thirteen t;.nglich colonies along the At.lanttc coast bed 

monor,d)ly thereJ the loeul por:.ulotion CCT:1Pr1v1ng of londleso 

pon:;ants. people scct-.J.no- rol!~\ious froctk>l.~ traders llnt1 
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profiteers wno ~ainly of Dritisb dosccnt. The BritiSh roots 

wore profound and cultural affinities with Oritain beyond 

any pale of doubt. Their fcvourite philoaophorn uero the 

Dri tishoro Uke Locke, 1;111 ton and Herrinoton end their creed 

by end lnrgc pmteotsntion. Oeap1te all t.s'leoo o1r.tllar1t1es 

nnd cultural aE!!nities the bond proved tenuous eno~h to ba 

tiha&tled w1 th evan tho most 1m;)crcc:._,t1ble inkling in tho minds 

of colonlsto in favour of scl£-1nt.crcst or continental inter­

cot or a littlo unc:pz_l.tQp.rio.t.~ly. nct1onal 1nt.ereat. 'l'he 

duoote on the CtUoat.!on may be longt.llened by laying ~hooio 

on tho fact that undue interference 1natood of •salutary 

neg-lect • 0 ond some otmoldoua tQ)t.o,tJ.on in form ofi Suqar l..ct 

of 1164 or t.ho ut~ i'.et of 1165 or tho Townahend Duties 

of 1767 lood to this "breach of foith" but t.ha i'eal situation 
c~tte-r 

cannot find Eu:•e• expresnion onyt::hero than 1n the following 

wordo of o pa1q)hlc.<t entitled 'Com~naen~o• in which Thomas 

Paino "1.1:ot.c, "It vas ~ugnent to reason to ouppoao th~ 

this continent c:cn long r:rroain GUbject to any extemel powor ••• 

there io aomething absurd in SUPl :osing a continent to be 

perpetually governed by an isla.ntt••. (sic) Cultural offini• 

tleo notwithstanding. 

8 
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Almost identical wero the exporJ.enceo of upon1Grds 

and the trJortu..'JUCGe in Let1n .ri..l".Or1ca whore 'the concept of 

cultural affinity provided only a facade or e rnarricqc of 

convcnicnco t.o be flouted end east asldo as the contingency 

subsided. Let. us take Spain end 1 to lnvol ve:ncnt 1n two 

ioportcnt countries - Argentina and Chile. ~lieh at111 hove 

very high pe~:"ce.."'ltngos of hispanic stock in their popula­

tions. Chile t11os brought into Spnn!&~ do:n01n beginning ln 

1540 wia:m Frcnoioco i!1z~:uu:E\")•a one of tho boldcot CO?:'toino 

&edro ac Voldiv1e F~orohoo dot:m fro;.J t-)eru.9 DesZ>1t.e fervid 

ettCG~:ltO tne Araueaninn lnd1ano he.d to yiola. On the 

~1entcrn o!do o£ tho continent, thot io t\rqcntina. conl'jtlls­

tedoreo bed dooccnaea, al~t tentatively in 1516. t•nothcr 

shoot or 3pcn1nrdo cto:::Hmd i'..l1doo cna ca"::e from Peru 1n 

1543. the conjunct.loft of tho two J.n t..'lo mid•aixtocnth 

century lett to u~~niah soe!o-econo::~.tc entl crul tural domi­

ncnc:o uhich cor.e lato \t'g to 177a.10 

l t ia t..'Orth notJ..cJ.ng thet the two hundred yeara• 

dorninencc was biloed on pcdcct cultural affin1 ty td th 

G;.1a1n beClnlso t.'lo chunks of l:opulacc carrying on the affairs 

in theoe v1coroya11t.:l.os were either 'peninsulo.rco• or 

•crcolun• 11 of a perfect o~en1sh mould. 1n caoe of 

10 

11 

John ouother, 1n§1tle Ha»~ t\maaso. (tlO':I Yorlu 
~1mon end Cchuster* 1960 , p.331. 

Ibid., p.2o3. 

'Creolco• is a ;;11xet1 rnco apringin..-:1 up after r.dxture 
of :loltose., .Dutch, J?la:rands end Venetian blood. 
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r; 
Argentina, tho simeoblo 1 tali en settlers too had 1n eottrne 

of tir.le 1n1t.1e.ted ~(lllselves to Spanish cultural ethos. But 

once more t!he bondo of culture p.t'Oved fragile YJ.o-J:Vi! the 

'roa90n of perceived at.ato• • A series of rt.'"V01ts were just 

in the offing atarting w1 th t.."llse of !?rans!sco de H1randa 

end Antonlo Uar1no which failed. ~o ergut.lent that intome­

eine conflict a-nongst the l:.'Ur:opean otntea lnter•ae, thrust 

~j()n the oolonisto in Latin f4.1EU:iec, the burden to l'Ule 

the:noel ves w111Y-nilly 1o quite untenable because,. though 

'Sobildo i'~biorto•12 were in vogue, it wtlo only a mnblencc. 

meagre at that. of oel£-govem'"lont. "~,o,;;er, however, bene­

volently intended, ca.-no from Qbove•13 end the foct; re:-.~ns 

tha.t thoro was no effort. or intention to oouceta people to 

ohore that power. ~vcn1sh rule rc~inea a petarnol auto-

erec-t to the end. Tho view that. denp1to cultural .affinities, 

with new generations on, loyalties change and nostolgie w1t.hero. 

paving vny for acute personal eobitJ.onn is quite reasonable. 

Describing the moto of a1ssens1on ornongat settlers and 

on1nlond Spaniards, 1:lalmer end Verklno hove .1:ade a bt"illlont 

arqw:lOJ'lt that the •t-.ncrican-born Spaniards' in the later 

year:~ •outnumbered' t.lle •vcn1f1~larc::l•. t•1ony of tbs \tere 

12 

13 

1\ typo of •open asse::bly1 at municipal levo, arrs>orontly 
for·politieal pur,voseo. 

~bin ;\• H~nphrey~l, i]lg #i:.llS&.JiUel~n Rf l1oge£D btj:JJ) 
.->ffl!:iS'f U.>1ew York• o.u • .,.. 104G , p.3o. 
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troolthy and edu.ccted ond since they did not have their 

forboars• loyalty to Gpdn. tholr f'ir:at lovo weo for the 

only homo they heLl evor tmown ond for the only land ln \'lhich 

they oight achiove porsonol ar"Jblt.1ona.14 lt. tfoo pJ:"ec1nely 

this aont1uant. that. spurred the not.J.onol1ota liko 91.'1\0n 

OOlivar, OernorSo O'rl!ggina, md Joae de Den t:art.tn to blotf 

t.ho aeat.h-l:nol1 of tho c.1eeeacnt. L'penJ.eh rule ovor hisponie 

.kmerico. 00\1 lot. uo turn ove.: to the ceso of Oraeu. Aa 

tho t1c::~rO?h1c corrvasition of! ura~11 is very .cor;p11catod. 

end no t:o hc;.vo enolyoc.:1 relat1vo proforcnccs between cul• 

turu1 off1nit1en on1 oel(lnotional intore~t of the oonmon 

mon ln S?tmioh South .~<~:mrice Md r~rth A.~rico,. 1n this caoc 

wo could focuo our ettr~tton on the ruling eli~oa. Going 

beck slightly in histor1cel <lt.~ailo we find that. Dras11 

\fGO uiscovcroa 'trf o 1.-'ortuguese Seo=nan. PedrO f-l.vo.reG Cabral 
• 

on 22 l'Qril 1500 orvJ ective Ilottuguooo ad-nin1ot.ro.t1on boo 
been there ever slnce. Due to paucJ. ty of labour frot:l the 

very boginnino ~rts'tion of alaveo fJ:O.":l Angola and Guden 

r'-'>•teinea c regular phCJlCY.tena. Ho~:evor, thin numod.col in­

crcoae <.l!Ci not affect tho social strot.i£icot1on Which re~a!nea 

constant w! th vortuqucso no noatcrc ana negrco as olnves. 

ibis clonr cut do:norcot1on afforded rolctivo societal ste­

b1lity for ooar about. th::oe hundred yearo. 

14 
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Portuguese settlers deapi te coheb! t1ng w1 th the neg tO a 

ana mulntton15 rcn\Oinal llnl-:ed closely both culturally and 

ocntinentolly tdth t-ortunal• Duo to 17rench 1nvo.alon on 

Portugal in 1807, the entire roling srage.nza ferrily fled to 

llrno.ll. 'rhus nto do Janicro becar1e the co-capitol of a 

.i..uropean ez>iro - tho only c1 ty ln uootorn han1ophere to 

· hove th$.s d1ntinct.ion. 16 In 1816, the tld.nco-rcgent bocn:no 

king Joa.o Vl hoving bot.h Vort.u+>JGl and Otuil. under hia mtey. 

aut au() to rovol t by ilortuouose Ar::ny at Oporto and c:onsoquent. 

dc:~•and by tho incu.:l\lx!nt provialonal governnont for tho kino 

to return to ~ortugal,. Jooo VI t:cnt bael': to LiabOn 1n 1821, 

leaving bohind his 23 yeera old r.;on ilom Pedro. Ono yoor 

loter. this 1ndQPendcnt minded ;..,r1nee. uith the support of 

the cotu:t end 1nfluene1e1 Portuguese octtlors 1n Br0211. 

in other won1s tho eli to:1. rofuoetl sn i.r:1perinl ordor to 

return t;o i"ortugal. He aeolare·:t the indepcnacnee of tho 

country and proclaimed hiwsel f ee tho Err.pcror of Braz11 

uith totnl disr:cf)ord to .l}ortucel t.t1'l!ch t:a."ltcd to rcaODert 

its hcgewn:~. ~'bio otnnco oubstnnt.lateo the view thnt u 

thorou9hbrcd Vortuguese like Do~ 1 L-ie.1ro could J:OVUdlato cncl 

get unot1nt~l supvcrt from the local Braailian-Portugueno 

elitoo \'ihen it et!!'!lc to o elesh on arounds of particular 

J.nt.crcot.o ••• cultural affinity here o£ferca. Uttle nl.lurcaont .. 

15 Gunther. n.9. p.31. 

16 Ibid•, P• 31. 



Keeping ell tho above monUonc6 historical prcccdento 

in view. wo can ct. least. at the level of bulldtnq a worknble · 

hYI?Othes.t.o. QOncluae for the present that in m)St eosos cul• 

tural aff1n1 t.y hos not been as enduring a bond ana as biq 

on incentive so tho purauit of putative aclf•!ntcrt.u~t.a# which 

Qt. o later otago 1. o. tho ago of de ocraey • have boen tor:r.cd 

as nt~tionol intoronts if we accept this narrow and litersl 

1ntoJ:'f'retot1on. It uoul4 be 0 totally uiffercnt. pl.'OpoGition 

if biletcrnl rolt.tions woro strcnuthcnod, taldng support of 

cultural nffini ties un~er the clonr clictates of notional 

intereoto. 

lndlo. and :-'iauritiun, both devclop!J'l9 countrio::.t eloo 

shore a un1au~- cult:urel affinity. 1'houqh Indians went to 

t·lauritiun. their o1nts were different from those of the 

Europeans who took abOde in the new world. Indiana ea e 

metter o£ feet went. to servo as • coolies 1 ana not to oxplo1 t 

as ma.nters or the Sugsr-magnotea. A latent ele:nent of dlo-

1ntcro3t~Jnooo we~ obvlouo in their inmlgretton the Gd~cn­

turism of ll.uropoans wee con.ap.i.euoualy r.J.saS.ng. Regular 

immioratton since 1334 plun the increase in i:ho local 

populction of tho oet.tlero led t.o a un1~o ae'm09£'e.:?h.t.c 

devclopflent, 1n t:~hiah ln1J.o.na boctr~'O o rrajod.ty. ?odoy1 of 

ito &pproxtmntc totel population of 11,oo.ooo noarly S2 per 

cont. aX'."l'l l'linduo and o.tout 20 per cent are tlosl<mB. oo more 

than ?0 pet" cent of the population EU:e of lno.!on or1g1n. 
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About 3, 20. 000 veople speal: t-;1ndJ. and L"hojpud.. Ot.bot major 

ethnic groU&s are the nixed roco • creoles. account.lng for 29 

ver cent of tho fJOpulation. Chinc::;e as well as Frenco­

Hmu:1.tJ.eno foro al~ot 3 per cr;nt of population. reor,oot!voly. 

Thus uo find. thct nuocrlcclly an well ao eulturelly lnflieno 

ero in a do:ninet.ing ponltlon. In ttm pollt.leal sphere too 

the Labour iiarty wpport.c:Yl rnainly by local Hintluo io one of 

considerable clout. Other :po~ieo 111-..e ; ~uolt.m i\eUon 

Co~-:,itt.ee or f·'lmu:1t1m n111tant ~,::OVc;ent, etc. alao bovo 

aiseoblc lnclian origin rruppor.t. l~ee;_1ing in view tbo fact. 

that tho !n"!'ligronto fJ:On India uere t.horJo f:oo tho lot-tOot; 

runu of the society and wero for O)Gt pert unetluceted end 

u..~tutorcl. one obGervctJ.on about. cul tur'~ ooroo nost. eppJ:O­

pdete. In broe<l OCJtOtOliootion 1£ cult-.. u:o may be taken 

oo oteedfantncss in one• o religious conv1ctS.ono., unfl1nch!ng 

faith in the inhcri ~ t.rc··d1t1onol beliefs, morolo. arts, 

laws, euotoo.s antl habits, etc •• then those who i.rnmS.gratod 

uo.r.-e the t.ru.e re.;)roacntati veu of Indian cu1 ture. The 

trsno~crcnce of culture 1s not nooe::so.r.t.ly o natural con­

co:-.mitant of trano£crcnce ot lt.a exponenta in partJ.culer 

anu. aivaroo ec~ecto. 'l'hO~o poor e.ncl u~'ilcated 1r:o1uronto 

had ft()tbino with then but a ocnoo of cult.t.U:'O• albeit. 

unrcf!nctl ana r:u.ot.tc- untrumnelled ana une.ffcotod by 

foreign cult.urnl in£lueneo. lt. io c oe1cntif1c finding 

that. the poor and 1coo ed- ucateii have the qreate~t. tondeney 
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to prescxve. propagnt.e and rcvol in 1:.he1r own cultul'al ot.hos 

boceuno :.t.t 1o their only inhertt.encc, l:\!llo.tively free from 

cl.ion 1ntorfcrencea in fotm of edueutlon and genorol enl.t.gh­

tcnr.lont. 

The unedueotoo lndiono Who vent. t:o t1auri tiuo woro fEan 

somo specific ~ioDo like .. lndroa. Gujarot. Donqal, Diher 

end £aot.om Uttar b' rndooh QlYJ oo the aul ture that they corrtca 

t1ith them uru;; typ.t.oul of their apcctfic ports., It in no uay 

eptu:or.J.v.ntcd e.nyuhoro ncar tho totol1 ty of lntU.an cul tut'ol 

et.ho.s. In tho .vrccont. ei t.uot.J.on, thus. o.ttribuUng oimi• 

lcritic~ bott1oon ~~o oontenyorcry t1m1rit1en culture end 

contc:l.!)Orary c:r"'lturo from Punjob, najoothen, ttoohr:.ir or 

t<orelc - en easonUal cor:poncnt of! co~u:..-:oDito 1n:l1en cultur:c, 

t10UU1 be diaeat.rous. M irr;portont negr".ont like tho atovo, 

of In<lian culture woo never trcnaforretl td.th J.rmit)rants e.t 

all, oo the cultural nffin!ty between India. end t1wr1t.ius 

1o to bo looltod at with thto pcrS?et:tive in v1c:n1. The tcr.1 

boo1colly ought to bo ~~loyed in very general toroo only. 

·l'.nother: unhoal thy trend £or t:he prcaer:vatlol'l of lntUnn 

culture in ~lnurit1us gained pt:O:ottlnence mth the sprood of 

ooucction and lt\ornlno in i :aur.t Uus oince the early tt:tentieth 

century. '1ho Fre.nco-t1eur1t.1ana, thowtfh in a hopoloso Mino­

rity (1 per cent) aro the tl)Ot. proopet'ous end influential 

port of nnuri t.1an society and 1n nOOo111no t:he educatlonol 

syotc.m e.ntl ln proocntinu before the Ctn:."iin r~ on 1Gleol 
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imago of cultured 1!\SJl, they pr.opegnted tho Lurcpoan netltudcn, 

Preneh language o.na edu.caticmel ayot.er.1 uevoJ.<l of reteronce 

to tho culturo of the majority of population i.e. people 

of Indian origin. 1'ho forthconlng genoraUono of 1m1tJront:s 

of Indian origin hove bE.~ b0:'1bardcd IYJ this bootJ.lo cul• 

turol propngend~ and have qrfl4\lolly tcnaea to sEWtk identity 

with tho projected image end et.tltuae:; than with tho dfxladont 

end fedino manorics of ~1 Uno antl alien XnoJ.en cu1 turo. 

Tbus cnotl\or point r:;erl ting Sl;lOc1e.1 mention 1:10\lld be that 

tho prooent gcnerot:J.on of ;1nu.ri t1ens of Imlian origin nay 

be sy.r;pethetio to or l:een en 1nu1en culture, wt ln rtC way 

it io over-enthus1ost1c or oiek tL.x>ut it. CUdoo1ty about. 

1n~cn culture '~10Y ot boat oo. a part of ot!tor. curlooiticn 

in tho raind of o. young t:aur1t1an of lntl1en odg1n like e1r­

d.iv1ng., :lcul>C·diving or noorch for Ghongr11a. there in 

feet 1o 11 t.tlo oenao o~ ctt.cchmcnt. i1'11o oooort.ion can 

bO exe::z,411f10(1 £urthet by rofotri.ng to tho v!c:uo of VetU.lal 

Doql1 \1ho soya. uHore Lo n country tmooo official languego 

io Engl1oh, but. all 1to nC\'1opnper3 are 1n Jilrcrtehl here io 

o country t1horo majority of population 1s of Indian origin 

ona yet the lcngunoe of cor:'rnOn uco 1o Creole. L"Ven the 

Hindi anthuaioota t.olk at home 1n Creole. which 1a pidgin 

li1rcnc:h t-lit.h opr1ntl1ng of Hindi WO!:\ls*' •
11 
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At this juncture it would be wo.rth~th1le to survey in 

deUlils the aspects of lnd1an immigration Wich led to the 

birth of the 1tl.ea of 'cultural affinity', now under consi­

deration. ~he causos which led to this exodus from India in 

briof con be enumerated sa followot JZ~4Dt• t>rop wao the pchury 

and unerrvloyaent brought ebout b"i tho nea syaten of land 

t.axntion introduced by tho Dritiah which C'Orcetl many lorge­

acole p.r:oprtetoro of land into bonlcruptcy naklng thousands 

of Indian pcal"Jenta roaundant. In ~11t.1on to this a Scp:l!)d 

foetor also eontrJJ;:r..ttcd to tho J.n:petuo tot-;arc1s 1.T.:111gration; 

thio woo tho poycholouicul o~r~~t of an alien rule in Inaio 

t:h!ch or;pearcd to r..cny 1 ndinnn to oo o t.~rcot to the fabric 

of Indian culture. l'hio view proffered by K. Hazarcos1nqh 

oc~a rcthor too far fotched and untenuule bccauao the section 

of lndiano that it.migroted t'IOS frorn lower rced1ea of society 

onti was quito 1111torcte - to acy tho lcest,. there could 

hordly hevo been e.ny ouch lofty 1ucal ln the mimln of those 

unlettered t:orltoro end labourers. 1\ t:b:\1'31 factor was that 

o( fclse pmpsgc.nun by the rc:>rc-ocntat1vco of tho Suger Plan­

tors in :1sur1t1ua. "'l'ho eg~"nto recruiting lnd!on lebourors 

o££e~1 them attrcctive pros.pccto. Labour ttco said to be 

light- ovoeything ln ;~euri t1uo t1au reported to be cheap. and 

voyage wco otatcd to la~t only ten aa"-JD• In fact. it took 

the 1mmigr.ento the boot port of tt'IO oonths to rcnch tho 

iolando 1n cond.f.tiono of great. hord;r;hip:l. ~hoy t-tere trans­

r:ort.c..-d on co.rgo ohips. beinu accorx.oaatccl on the Clecl:o and 
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thus ~xposed to all incle:;Gcneieo of weatJ'ter-. 18 1'he (gpE!;b 

and fincl factor behin4 1rr..,j.grat.1on trns porhn!)s the see.":''ingly 

tC:ti.£.1'0rcu;y net.ur:e of the indenture syntcn hnrdly anyone of 

tbcn vi ouolioed the pros:>cet of 1eov1ng lrul1a for good. for 

moot it uea. to otart wlt.h* only a otJ.nt of? a couple of 

yocu:o.19 lt wea only at t.he later otegen t.'hat they used to 

rccl!~e the h1naercncea in thotr return to lnd1a. 

There uore t\'10 d1nt1nct periods in tolhich J.rrm1grat1on 

to t-teur1tiua went on. Tho peri.od preceding the 1833 Atoll• 

tion of Glavery t.et ond the period thereafter. The chtof 

tliffcrcnce batuoen the ttro atag(CS ia that 1n the former it 

woo carried on under the aegis of tha Urcnch, tho lettor wan 

catricd out by tho Oritiohera. 

In tho fi.rat. phase, ttehe <!o L&bourdonnals, tho trranch 

Governor of t•lnuritiua. imported slaves from t1edegastar who 

provod worthleaa. So.'ne Indian wo~:ors were, therefore,. 

brought fro~ Pondichcrry, but they b"SI'O en 111-nasortod 

group end had no eptitudo for work tn the f1el6s. Thua they 
Q 

loft the land cor.lPletely end boea'JC part of the urban popu-

lation. Thto fni.lure, howovar. t.U.d not discourage Labourdonnois 

end he arranged to obtoin more wo~koro from ln<Ua. This time 

1f'J 

19 

K. Hoearoes1ngh. lJ.lqt.,gu gf !tt;<J1mlS &D t'l§jpt1tlug 
(London: Ilacr:tilltin1 101·1), p.12. 

c~enbir ~inh, Z·lrnu:i~DQ a A-w.;_; ,.ttt~.~~...s!J~~~~~~ 
<t~et7 Polhia Arnold Heinc..'":lenn. 1980 
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he received bettor rocruitol sooe u'ero ahoplteapero. others 

jE?rellero end tailors, but the najortty \18ro artisans. . 

. .:hen Lebordonn&io stute.'l developing the ialt'm.d thooo arti­

sans holped hir.l a great deal 1n bu114ing tonds, bridgoa, 

· ·hOcpitalo, h:1tteries and fort1fieat1ona. oo.ron Grnnt in 

n laudatory tone exr>reaoeo the vie-;, that thoac worlO'iien • had 

the featurco of EuropeE.lnD' and t'lero a very mild and gentle 

POOi'1le. 20 ~ose lna!en \l."'rkmon vera co satiefectory that 

!Jebounlonno!a visualised tho prospect of thoir settling 

•en masse• ln neur1t1us. They uero vor.y loyal to their 

chief and their conception of t1ut.y wa.o so honcot e.nci pro­

found that tho great french ed"':liniatrctor took strong li}f'..ing 

for th~,.. About tile sa:-::lc eico ao;::o lndien merchants from 

Gujarat ee.rno to oott.lo in tho island but they were very 

eonaclous of their rich cultural heritage end htgh sociel 

stction and they dc::1enuoo a treott:cnt at par w1 th i!hoJ.r 

· Eu1:opeen confterco settletl on the island. 21 -Later, bo~, 

uhen Lobourdonneis launchc3 the progranmo of massive cul­

tivation of rice, cotton, 1ndig.o, sugar, etc: •• h.e retjUired 

labourers. This time he obteJ.nO(l them from, among other 

plecc,3, llvngal; later thoy cnr:to t.o bo t'..nown aa Gcntoos a.n<l 

tiore noted for their docility and t1ero grcotly DOU1Jht after 

an domestic aorvento. ay the second generation these 1ndionn 

20 Hozoreeaingh, n.ts, p.2. 

21 Ibid.* p.3. 



see:ned to have loot their national way of life. 'rhcy were 

living in a ~~lctely HO:ntorn1nea atr-\Osphero end being fmr 

in nu:-rtbe.r. thtl";i could not creat~ eny society of tho1r own. 

ln thoso c1rcumst.ances it wQo easy to bring them within tho 

pale of Chr1ot1an1ty. Not only did t.hey become 'Christiano' 

but they odopt.cd European nar;!C3 end in a ftzN ycera they 

bceo:ne mcrgud ln the coloured population and lost ell traces 

of t.hoir nationGlity. Certainly, nothinq specifically 

lnd1on wao left in then when the first nettlnrs arrived in .. 
tlaur1t1ua under the Hr1t1oh authority. JJurin; this !)eriod 

QU1 to a fe:: lndinns t-rorked like eleven but t.he eol'lt"lWlit.y of 

Gujerati traders was a froo community, but even for ·then 

the Ufo woo not easy, they t>Jere considered as intruders 

and no effort \tas spared to bundlo than out.. 22 

After the taking over of tho island by the Britinhero, 

the iL:Jiigration continued in a d.tfi.cr<mt. form but. wlt.h iden­

tical 1ntenoity. But to cnoure th~ worthwhilenesa of tho 

vont.ure; Or1croon was deputed by the Govem::ent of! India t.o 

enauire into tho t.zents of t.tOI')ic&l colonies end fitness ot: ·• ... 

the lndien J.r.1!11J.~n:ants es labourers ln thosf!l condi tiona. He, 

1n hio rcJ,"'rort* op1nct1 that the colon1~:;, ... lmports.ng lndicn 

lllbour- were in the bolt of tropicn t1h1eh had en e<;!U&ble 

elirnote free from sudden or cxtreoe vnr1at1ono and an a.~s2ing 

fertility. The natives living 1n thosA arcco. which hec:l en 
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easy, pleasant and ~forteble life, had in course of 

generations beec::to potticulorly unsu1 ted to higher form 

of eul t1 vction of soil ctuo to sloth, r.J.L,..J.ng 1 t irnperot1 ve. 

for the coolie l.atour to be 1ntroauced. 

8aaing his re,port on sclentif!c end b1olo;1cel fncta, 

ho went on to suqgcst that ln41on end Chinese labour would 

be moot suited. Oir Charloo Bruce23 olaoorotea on tho 1osue 

turther by writing thGt both thess countries ere sub-tropi­

cal. tho greoter portion being outoide the tropical belt. 

Here the conditions of life ere very different.. '11\e ell• 

mote io anything but equable and ie subject. to sudden end 

oxtrcme variation. ,;\t one time the country is doluged by 

rain. et another pllrched. for months together. Here lifo 

1o 1ril,voDoiblo ~'ithout labOur. '&he rroat. elaborate precuu­

tions have to bo ttiken to o!)tain even a probable chance 

of raising a moderate crop, and the rosul t is that the 

inhabitants of India cntl China have, in the course of gene­

rations, aovalopea into hU~ beings posocoolng cono1dero-

ble agricultutel oldll el\15 o. wonderful capacity for cont1• 

nuooo hordwork. 'l'he Ind!en• u r,thole life is one long lctxmr ••• 

he never hos a mrnent • s rest. h'ben an Indian coolie ia 

transpottca to a t.ropical colonv • he find!l himself in a 

place qUite beyond his exr>erienceJ ho finda a soil ca,pable 

of yielding 9006 cropn with hardly eny cultivation, and 

23 Charles Bruce, QUOted in Ranbir 31nh~ n.19, 
p.4o. 
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. . 
he D$turally applies to 1 t all tho latour and oll the ol(ill. 

end 1nduotey 1nho.rcnt in b1m. Tho reoul t io an out-tum 

cucb os would be impossible in India, and such as he hod 

never oven dreamt. of boforc. .;.;u.l>soqucnt.ly, o;;:podcnce 

confim.o hio first impreooicn, end ho rightly considers 

that he hoa found a place free from cholera and f~1ne, of 

c ~crm equable climat~. nerohio neturcl induntry, if rightly 

cp~'lied, mcltos 1 ts pooaozoor in e few years the owner of a 

large fortune. A favourable climato was crantod by this 

report. Tho enthusiasm was supported en too very potent 

argu-:1cnts• first, t.'u1t 1mnivrot1on uas in boat intorent.s o{! 

Indicns encl thus pro:-:otod their ttelf.oro ana the cecon~ that 

profit.el>ility would elso be apurrw .r.ak1ng 1t a p:roc:o!I:J t.fhich 

is beneficial to ell. 

In 1834. a.c. ~rbuthnot, en agent of Hunter Arbuthnot 

and Company of i·lauritius recruited thirtysix labourers from 

tho hills 1n t~orth India for a five-year term. On 2 Decenber 

1842, tho Immigration Act wao paused, regulating the immi­

gration from the terri toric3 under the Oovernr:ient of t:eot. 

India Co~-q.,nany, to the lalo of Hauritluo. It. should be noted 

that in 1942 the terrltode!l of tho seat Xndia CG-npeny ox­

tcnde<J only up to Bengal., Bihar. port of .Ccstem u ... J., l·~e1ran 
and Eombny pro!litlcncy end 1n the .:;iouth u!ter tho tlofeat of 

'ripoo ..iult.an, o port of Ko.motnke.. x~:m.tgrot1on waa perMitted 

only from ports of Celcuttc, :·;adrao and Uowbay, where the 
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t.h$ Immigration Acfcnto wore cppoint.etl under 11c:t.<nCe-• Tho 

first ahlp eft.cr tho panning of tho lmr.tigrot1on net. to 

reach Port ilouis t1a.o Cnernld Iolo. whieh ca::w on 2 3 J enuary 

1943. with 233 adults and three children; during 1943,. 

30219 men end 4307 women cll!!le to tlaudt1us. 24 
111. Pm1:ector 

of lmmigrento wns cp!,'lo1nt.cd by tl'!e Govem"'lent of East India 

Cor:1peny to aid an<l cdvioa all ie.nigranta. to enforce the 

provioiono of tho .trrcr.tgrGt.1on Act of 1642 cnc.1 ell the rule$ 

rnado under it. Ho wao to in~cct ell the vcaaels ll7h1c:h 

us01J to transport the 1rwnigrento end ettt:~Uiro about tho 

atff1cultie3 end hardohipa that they used to encounter 

in couroo of tho voyag4ll. t11thin a potiod of twen~y years 

from tho 1n1 tial recmi tr.:lent in 1834. o hundred t.houoond 

Ind!ons hod arrived in :lc,urit1us. 25 'rho .L":lprcsaive In'mi• 

gration 3tot1oties moy well holp preeludo en unfortunate 

flew which hed undem1ned the welfare S!)lrit and outuel 

bcnofi t of the pJ:Ocess. The ruleo end regulot1ono of otay 

in lena for ira'":ligront.s \'w'"ere uncongenial ana hersh to otort 

with and . -ooe ;:;;nttero fUrther de,:>lorable when they wero 

applied ruthlessly end unscrw.}uloualy. The thrust. of tho 

point boinq tho herd lot. of 1mm1grnnts, 111 treatr.tcnt and 

baohing were oo con::non that many Indian labourers were 

24 Ranbir Oinh, n.19, p.37. 

25 Hazareesingh, n.1a, v.12. 
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forced to commit. "suicide by putt_ing their hcods on the 

rails end ollot1lng it to be savored by a pasaing trointt. 

,.~st of the t1ontha of tho lGbourero took plo.ee bcecuoe of 

tile ru_•t.ure of tho sp-leen,. cauocd by extennive Ql'K1 merci­

less beating. The postmortem rotumo,. ff'Or.l 1865-1872 for 

tho diatttiets ohot7 176 cnsco of persons killed by violenco,. 

who (lied on the srot. 26 

~-~ Royal Co::rrlisoion woq c:1pointcd by tho Crown on 17. 

Uebruary 1972 co.·npoocd oi?' ;":ce!lro ,Jillicm h. lfrore, Cha!r::Jen 

emu Victor i\• t·J1111a"\toon. on tho rcco~:·~ ·onunt!on of the 

Oovcrnor...Ucncrul. Uir •\rthur licr 11 ton Uordon. who uao 

cyr.lpct.a'lotic to tho eeuso of 1J:niryranto. 'lhto C:Or.-mlooion 

intorvic-c:cd rncny pcroons, including cstoto ot:nero. in;>or­

tcnt ei tiuens and, of course, qui tc a feu ir"nigronts who* 

while dcpo:Jing boforo tho Memboro la:a(jnted about tho 1nhu .. nen 

trcat<Jent they t-1oro oubjectod to by t.'lo employertJ. Tho 

report of the COT.m1ss1on ~1ao prcDcntcd to both Houses of 

Po.rltemcnt on 6 li'cbrut>.ry 197s.27 It recorded that the 

tnd1Gn imrni~runto tJere subjected to syota~atic 111-treet~ont 

on DOl'':tEi of the estate:;. ~Jew t:~e~suron like granting a new 

conot.1tut1on (teas> end holuing of gC."l()t'ol elections in 

1GS6 tter.o the raoul to on~ moni£estat1ons of tho syn:pathy 

26 fianbir Sinh, n.19. p.4S. 

27 lbid.# p.46. 
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the report of Frere Conmioolon .:;;cncratod. tn hia st:>ecch 

opening the first session of the Council of Oovornrtent 

under this new conntitution on 19 J:pril 1886,. Governor­

General .Jri John ~ope Hennessy said* 6 1 should certainly 

hcvo been glad to have seen a larger p:roportJ.on of lnQiens 

on our i.:.lcctoral Ho11" • 20 It: we1 at this otege · th~t gre­

cluelly the lot of. J.nd!a.n scttloro otartcd lmpr:ovlng under 

the t?X'Otectivc e-{e of the hone govem:nont. Tho gradu.ol 

st~b1lity 1£'<1 to po11t1c1oct1on of ln(lien cor.munity whleh 

tr:1 un6 largo founu e.xprEtor:Jion in 1 Action kioorale' , a party 

foundC~ ... 1 b'; ur. i:;;uganc 1-auront in 1905. lt was a d~crat!e 

porty end t1i!nteti econo.,•ic end politic~.l reforms. Gondh1j1' e 

nor1inco ~~enilal Uoctor woo sent to t'ia•lrit:J.us to guide end 

puroue tho couso of tho lnata.n con.~ity; be lent his full 

oup!X)tt to thio pc.rty. It. 1.1ao ncJ.nly because of the offort 

of ·~\ction ~1i:Jernlc 1 end :;onilal l)octor tha.t tho Royol 

Co""t"lission of 1909 wno cppo!nted under tho Cha.t.rr:enoll1p 

of .;~r. F.; •• 3\1ottenthen. The Co.niesion Cr-'neluaed, thnt 

tho Indiana "'ho conntitutcd 70 per cent of the populo.Uon 

and upon thlo::_ the prosperity and pmureas of the future 

of tho colony ;nuct largely de:)cnd. wero not r'PpreGtnted 1n 

thG council. Tho ~bern v~ry strongly felt abOut tho 

Dtra1ncd rolction3h1p bot.woC'n the ; ·eurit.ion Goverm!\ont end 

the population of Indian descent. It alao rcco-~ded thct 

that the quolifications relating to franchise ohould bO 

louorcd. 110t1GVer_, vret'alolly the point of Viet,: t1Ult t.~e 



induction in t1eur1Uus of •cool!oo• end especially scovangors 

love red t.he oocial atnt.us of the Indian eor::rnuni ty which had 

begun to shOw o!uns of dtatinct ru:og.reoo in educntional and 

other respecto. ca-ne to gather ground a:nong th1:t educ<!t.cd 

oet.tlorn. ~11th this gro~1ing prccsure of public o,S.n1on tho 

Oovam:1ent of India eppointetl vir f'lohernj clingh to enquire 

into conditiona of Indian leb:)urcro in Utturl.Uuo. 29 

In couroe of hio heerincrs sprand1no to 44 daytJ# Sir 

Lohorej ;JJ.ngh Cf.l!:'le to tho eonelua1on that the recent illl'ni­

uration had been e failure. He noticed that the substitu­

tion of free labour for the indentured labour bstJ dool t a 

aovoto blo~1 t.o im"!ligrction. He elno found that there waG 

no or.ortogo of labOur as such. The l.J rotoctor of Ira-d.grento 

told tho Cor. .. "niaoion tbe.t before t..l)o labourers reached He.u-

ri tius 3S out of 98 estatcD i1ad not t.!lked for themJ 2 had 

rafuocd to take than on arrival t1h1l.o 1!) had aubse..,uently 

expressed their will1ngneoc to allow other eotates to rceoive 

labourers in preforo.nce to receiving a few 'theinsolvea. ln 

hia report autrnitted later# he e:t;.:ressed hia conv1etJ.on 

that *it see:ne to li.le very inexpedient to send Indians to 

e country where their own countrymen op~ ·oco their coming. 30 

Ho cuugontea that no oorc un:)killed labour should bo ocnt. 

to t.tcu:ritiuo in the ir..r~~eru.ete or noer future. This wao to 

rnork the en~ of 1:.: •. J.qration froo India, which hed loatc-d 

el:out. ninety yccr3 i.e. 3 Uove::.1ber 1:134 to 19 December 1024. 

29 

30 



DEVEL0l.'Mf:4W OJ? PL:RCC!.,-'TlOil:l 1..:1D POLICihSt 
COlflltiDl'EY 1\tJ> CHAt~Gi:: 

r.t the very out.aet 1 t ls i.rnpcrcti ve to !ndicnto that 

lrulin hcs boen purouino no opeciflc well defined policy 

t0t1ords l·louritius os ouch. 'fho moat \.10 ctm vouch for: is a 

policy noant for &11 tho nations which, ®eeld.ng in cul t.urnl 

end dc::onraphic senoo,. hevo a lot to share with lndta. And 

even in this policy fon:1Ulotion thor£< haa never been a hint 

tot1ards cpeciol regard for p-eeple of In11en OE"igin. Tho 

Chinese, ocr;oci4-llly the ~uomint.eng (ru:.T) believed ond evan 

CQ mun.tcts cpparcntly continuo to believe to dote 1n the 

dlctw:ta a where there oro Chinese. there io China" • tmicl'l. 

.itl'l!>lied a dual nnt.1onal1 t.y thnt evoey Chinese obtoad was en­

titled to under his ideology.~ nut lnd1o, unlike China. does 

not contri'but.e to thin theoJ.s of uual cit.icenship even thOugh 

1n ''laur:1 Uus, lndiena arc a major1 ty group. Nahru whO was 

a aroct vioionarr urged ana pleaded with Indiana abrooa ~ 

go uith the rising tide of nat1onal1s!J• He wno cctegor1c:el 

in saying ana warn1nq that thoy should not loolt to new Delhi 

for protection since they had chosen to ect.tle una prost'er 

abroad. They had. to behave like truo nationals of t.ho1r 

COWltry of w.lopt1on. /Relot1on:;; botueen India ad t1aurit1us ~ 

30 
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are close and fri~lly de~~1to lcoo edhernnce to and. consi­

derable dior<iqat:'d of the aoErninolY worthlcoo hcrnnguo about 

eotU."X)n nneeot.ry. 1 lw..11a hao MUCh in cor~n oven t•1 th t......,e 

r~ailr1 t1ono of non-Indian or:igtn. 8oth ero in feet proud 

heirs to n cornpcsite cult.uro - n~.lt111nt)Ual ana mu.ltt-

ro.ciul - which :no'kos today th!toe countrioo united. eut 

br1ncr1ng the tt10 cou.nt.rico together today ere more itt;Jortant 

thin~OI they arc bc!lct td.th eiclllar pro~lcma • problema that 

arc eo~n to sll developing countrien 1<thich havo only recent­

ly s:1ed thoir colonial pest and arc, aftPr ccnturlco of 

domination. on:o agd:.n LUlGtcro of their own fate. It J.s 

t.he Ol{JO!.jC:::<;nt in S Struggle to OVC!.teO:~~'O those r roblO.'":lS 

t~-.ct we havo t..:lo;>tcd o1m1lcr l'!'.n€4\0 to overcome theoe probl.Clls. 

!.:' rimnry aiMS.lar1 ty between thcmo countrteo comes not from 

ethnic or hiotoricol Uea that bound them but from the 

accQtancc of um:ocracy, Jcculari~ end COciilliem of o non­

do~:..nat.ic nnturo as their t-"01! t1ool ana ooc1o-eeonom1e go ale. 

'l'he oirlilor1t1os end disaJ,:.dlerit!e~1 eport., 1f eny attcr:pt 

J.a rade to trcce India's polJ.ey end ito direction end growth 

townruo t-1curit1uo, wo encounter t.t~ tUffieultic!l., first io 

the tL7.e foetor ana oecond io the priority factor. Aceordin9 

to the f1rot, 1 t ~s 'let:tJ dif£1cul t to (1!:'£M any conclu• 

oive opin1onn on evolution of a L~l1cy over a rolotivoly 

brief opan of ttlelve ';cera 1£ t ·ro lntU.ra Gont!hi., the vrtme 

~-anteter• a visit to that iolunel in 1970 mny be taken as a 

otarti.ng point. The ocoond io tho ono to which a 'Tt'!Cfltion 
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he4 boon r.w.de prM!iouoly 1. c. that. priori ty-wiae ~e iolana 

st.oto hoo never occupied a high place in our for()J.gn po11c; 

i?letming till lete 1n tho seventies. Out thJ.o 1n no \'fay 

dark.cnn the prosvecto of constructing one with SOttWl of fort.. 

l f wo teJ;.e into conoluarGtion the r.cet. that tho Indian 

.tiotional Congrc3G which unol to CX$Jro!l& the opinion of lntJlan 

pcoplo in the dOJO preceding 1ndopcndenco itoelf camo to the 

ectu.:-.1 running of ofEoiro an-J ~tma-1: '·:cnt. of foreign policy,. 

our tcc'!t bOco::toG a trifle caoicr. ln actual prectico t10 

notico that. ovolution of idcoo on thin thC:"'e ond grQdua1ly 

11ith ir.(.:lc:.:cntation of tho =tone oft.cr obt.ain1m.J ind~endonco 

hco o oontl of continuity in it end uhJ.ch in turn ollo:to the 

8111.-erent apprci\cno1ons about tho t1 :\0 fcctor mcnt1one(l above. 

'l'o foc111 t.ato our \fOrk 1 t is necessary to c11 vide our enquiry 

into t.uo cco;r.unts. the f!rvt is the !irc-1ndcventlcnco one and 

the oeoona being the poat•inde~cnaence ora. 

A retl1cr clone cnu oonatan~ interaction et e~nls-

trLtivc level S.o an 1qportont c<J4"·cet as fer eo ellrly In(lo• 

• .suri t1cn 1ntcr.:c:t1on..::J 90• 1 ~!:tcr tc1t1ntj ovor the island 

fto~'l tho ltrcnch 1u 1010 ana its f'1nnl ccsn1on to Gror.t Jrit:ain 

in 1Bl4 by tho ~rcC\ty o! Varin, 2 though there were atffercnt. 

eCkdnlotratoro for Dri ti.Jh po~acn:z1ons in the L:eot, there 

~.P • .t~o.nd, ";.aurit:iua" .- !P.:....~ .Sgumn~ (Ucu UclhSJ • 
vol.11, no.2, vctobe.r-vocc:.lbor 1970, p.167. 
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existca e close rqpvort at ~n1ntrct1vo lovol. bccauoe 

in :nattcrs of security e.ntl politico (et least in tho early 

yoero) ,. it wns tho Governor.-Jonarel in India who t::es rnoro 

im;:,X>rtont for tlouri Uu::;, not the Dri tiob ll arl1e.r.:ent.. Duo 

to 1mn!g:-at1on thoro t1ao yot another field which provided 

oor.1e food £or thought to In,~ian 1ntcllectualo3 Who, while 

thinld.n:;; d:out the r:-:nrtto ent1 da:wr1ts o£ lndontured nyoten 

ue:r:c •. l.ao qu:!.te 1nadvortcntly th1nl:1ng ~ix.>ut c majority of 

:-~uur1t1nno~ which these indentured labourers woro to bacomo 

in couroo of tine. 

i·lnhatmo Oandh1 1n eouroc of tho eerly sto.ges of his 
' . 

peao1vo rco1otnnce ca~oign in ~th Africa came to be 

{!SoociotCYJ ul th o rlaur1 t!U! of Indian or1cr1n called Ta'7lbou 

Unidu. t·Jho uao octtlca in Uotcl and tmo:1 Oandhi.:f1 held in 

great venorat1on. 1Jcndh1 t'lt.ntc of him, 0
••• l do not. kn0t1 

any lnatsn t.:ho lmcr:.15 t.'le ~irit of tho struggle oo be doeo~ 

He tmo t»rn in l'leur1t1uo b--ut io t!'Dro lfu11an than moat of 

..... 4 u ..... 

with the help of Unidu which carne~ hi::l the adr.dratlon end 

3 J\rr.ong th~se we cnn count t1Gllat.14& Ganclh1, Gokholo, 
!:mtilal t.~octor t::nd Pendit. =·!aden tohan ::alviya.. 
;:lalviyo• n indignation on the inticntured oyotem wcs 
sueh thot in ono of his epcecheo he enlloo it. "cs 
monotrouo e..tta 1nCC!Ui tous. based on fraud and meln­
taJ.ned b".f force. a OJOt<::Z.'l oo '"holly opposed to modern 
aGnt,lnentn of juotico end humcn1ty a:l t.o bo a grave 
blot on the civ1li3ation of any country t.hot tolerateD 
it" • It. Naz.er~a1ngh, ;t1ptq~ of lpt.i&M!J in qp\\&:1:.• 
~ U.ondona •• ocm1llen, 197;> • p.eG. 

{ •"\hmcdabo.tlt 
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reopcct of many Int11ono settled in :1aur1tius. Hio dcoiro 

t.o oc:quoint hinoelf with tho conditions undor whleh Indians 

were living in Hauritiua as \'Tell a:J the L-,p:ccssion of Naidu 

tnotlo hL-:1 undertdto a visit to Hour!tiuo in 1901. 'l'o his 

sntiofection hero he found e C'-1al1 lndla beyond the seoo. 

He wea given a nost rousing t..-clco,;10 on h1o arrival tn Port 

Louin. On 1 Uecc:nber 1:>01- \1hcn lnclion t;ationol Congroos 

was holding ito onnuol scaaion at Calcutta. Gantlhi cub­

cittctl his rc_;>oz:t on In!.linna in ::nurtt!uc. Thio uno t.t.~o 

· i:irat ::ol1t1cel ~nt:..:ct. bf.1ttJO\:n t!•o Indian nationolioto 

.:: nu :.curl tic.no. 1 iot:rcvcr, ! t io 1...--:;-ertt nt to mention that 

thio contact tJco 11<1itc · only to caurit.iano of lntlian 

oriqin. 

J The O:.fii'Oathy wh.lch this viait gcnerutc;J 1n the hcort 

of Gondhlji finally led hi;,, to think of netting up tm orge­

niset.ion on tho o:not. ...i0."1~t1m.o later tho :~cllntr.lo no.ncge<l 

to zrnd. ::onilall Doctor. a barrlctcr to r;aurit1ua with a 

victJ to promoting the welf.:,re of tt1e Inuien cotrmun1ty and 

clevolo? in them t21e poli t1ccl c.wtrr"ncaa, t7hoSe tra.eca 

Gutilhij1 hcd noticed uhcn he visited the iolt:ma. : .anilo.ll 

ct.. ;c to :.a:Lrit.iuo on 13 vctobcr 1'J07 end plunq(:;1J hecdlong 

in the tank of c .mc1gc.t1ng lebour!nu claooas end th~rcb-J 

helping crocte o c~cioty t-morn lmliun nottloro could cchiovo 

SO:;ic proqrooo ond pl&J their lc-a1 t1nntrJ r.olo in no.t1oncl 

o!fcirn. lla founa that ho c:ottlr..l not nerve ~he ccuoo of hia 

pco!.1o unlc:Jo ho heel a nrn1spn:rer at hio d13llOacl. Later he 
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founded his ttceltly pcpcr t..~o 1-litl .. )tst:Ein& through which ho 

rolcntloooly otru,"'olcd to put the cacc of lntlion oottlero 

to all the oducctccl cncl oymp{:t.hotic pcovlco. Un&>ubt.~ly 

t.an1lol1 \1uo o pioneer in .,Jahinu Inaiano pol!tieoll'f 

conocio~o in ;;nudtiuo. Uo ol.oo cnc::>uragc<l Hinduatoni 

on o ltm9U(l{JC, clt1cys cadro:::nril ·Jetherinqa in it and oven 

plt:edctl for 1 tc c.ccc,;!Ytanoe to bo tc'.!ght at schools. Thoro 

ccn bo little t2oulJt that • ·Dn11~;ll' s influence lorgely 

contributed to ~1c acttin1 uv of the Royal Commioo1on under 

tho Cho1r:ncnch1p of Jir Frank :...vottonhe:'1 in 1909 t1'h1ch 

helped in focu!ls1ng attention uf t.'!lo Oovern:'i\Ont. to the in­

cquitioo hccpetl ur.)On El(Jriculturol woritors. i~lthough Hcmiloll 

left naurit!us on 23 .;q;tc-:lbor 1011, aftor o•four-ycar otoy. 

tho oynpot.hct1c: chordc thnt he hcd struck for lndl.on labour­

era in tho h~urtn of tho lnli1en r~eUonel Congress rovor:tx:::re­

tet1 even a£tcr. .i'Jo~1ovcr. thio oy~;l)cthy took a dc£1n1to but 

Ga.:lEr.:hat ol t..cre..i loolt t.nen lnaio bocm.1e independent. J N0"-1 

Inata hed the copcbllity in ito own lwnds but. thlo cnva­

bil!ty hcd unwittingly tlocca rG3tr~1nt on its cetionn too. 

The rcapono1b1lity 1n£uocd grcvity end ~aturity to Congress 

poli~J• l~ctoric end ptouo plotitu.dco w.ight have ooundeti 

.hollow. if not. follcrucd by action. rut ir:Ipcrotivss of 

notional devolop,,:ent wore so aeuto that they diu eonoidcrc­

bl~ e1r~soribe the univor~ol hum~1~t ospirotiona of 

Con:trcsu lcc:..:vr:~hi;,. '.i:'ho cnso or bcuri tiuo t1nn no cxco ·­

tion either. t~rllru' :J r.~c:':0£100 cattJ:OOCCfl to Indion cor:t:.unity 



36 

in neurit.ius is 1nil1cct.1vo of t.h1$ change 1n opproceh. 

Ho oxproooal hio joy at. tho 11nlto which tho lnaion eoaou­

ni ty hoci r.mint.:linod with tho1r ancootrol eul t.uro end t.ro­

d1 tion ond at 'tho l;oen intcroat they aho;rod in oven to 

to1:ing r.lnco in Indl.c. Hotmvcr, ho OtlCed thot tho firot 

duty of lnuo-tleur1t1eno weo to show loy(!.lty to their 

country. It 1a at thio otego thct we enter into d1ocuns-

1on on po3t•1ndc_Jnndcnco porioa • o volicy of India towardo 

l•Curit.iu.o. , 

•\s e. . ~cttor of fact. in ycors pr->cc<"ding 1nd.cpondcnco, 

Imiio. p.rogroooctl ewJ got.t"lore".l tho cn~bility to eid, o.lbc!t, 

in a li•~:itcd way. nut ranl brcoltthrough ce.wo only nf.tcs: 

1960 when ;'!our1t.1ua too got intlc~~C".rulcnce, owJ ca-:-:o to 

OCCU!"Y a vlaco in the comity of nationo. 

'l'he Hourittnn Vritro :J.n1-:tor Dr f..a:~goolc.m paid n 

visit to Intl1o very much in DoccrJ:>Cr 19G9 end in courso 

of t1hich ho rcoE£imet1 tho a1nilor1t1cs in the political 

porcc:,>tionn of tho am countr1cn; tllu Indian LlrJ.me ~11n1otor, 

lnaira Ucndh1' ::3 viait eo awuritius in June 1070 woa an 

ocenoion for notional colcbrot!on for ; )a.ur1 t!us. u'y making 

o part of hor cpcech in £?ttnch, ai}c touehf"d the hearts 

of oven t.ha u'raneo-r :ouritian ~;co.?lc. Bvcn tho vioit of aritioh 

.... uccn to nouri tiun* a.ccording to ao:no obsarvoro. did not 
• 

evoke os r.mc:l populnr onthu'.liett:i aJ tho visit by the Indicn 

Prc1i<..r. During this vioit.. sho laid tho foundotion-otonc 
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of tho Hehutno (Jandh1 tnot1tuto as a tribubo to tho groat 

Indian leader end 1n recognition of his work on behalf of 

overocns liW.igrontn. Ono of the brl.qhtoot oymbolo of Xndo-. 
!~ouritian fr!cndohtp1 t.h1o 1nat1tut.c. WOD C0!!01ete4 in 1!>76. 

Pot it Inc.U.a increcaed the grant from ·no. 4.4 oillion to 

t•s.7.4 oill1on. Indio's contribUtion wan in ~e form of 

con::::ult£1\CY• tcehniciono and rl'10torialo and cqu1pnent..5 

'l.'hcoe pri:.:ory exchnngon. thouuh cecningly formal. cont.r1• 

buted vary o1gn1 S:ienntly to roliey forrnulat1ono 1n both the 

countries. For Mauri tJ.uc, tho first year of !ndepondcnt 

o.:dntcncc, proved to be ~.n eye-opener,. ao for co oolfish 

oir.o of vorious .:;u~Jer I•C\.'Cro war~ conccmed. Mauritiuo was 

dc9rivcd o£ Diego Uvrc1e ana uao alao ncglcctcd1 thio fore~J 

upon ~:euritius tho neccanJ.ty to aearch a gcnorouo and sym­

po~,ctic £riond. ~er~ng stock of cultural end ethnic moorings, 

lndt.c wan tho only ottion. 'lhouuh tho t.hooio <thia d1ooer­

t.at1on) trico to vrove 1 t that nc.Uoncl 1ntcronte hove 

abooluto pr!, :ce1 ow.r cultural offlJ.n1t1oo and thn~ policy 

£or:nul~t1ono obould incvitnbly flcn-1 fro;l tho for.n£lr. lt. 

io iM::x>rt.cot to noto thet cultural aff!nitieo <lo pmvido 

n occorulary otob111a1nq nnd r..:odero.tiru} foetor. Inliia' o 

policy foruulotion in ; !euri tian contcr:t cn::10 prworily aut 

5 J.~. ... Ancnd, r~puQ.s:J:u;, 'l'Jr;~~D• no.Sl., a July 1977., 
p.1a. 
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of ita deo1ro to cr:co.to e zone of peocc, cooperation ond 

fr!cnaship. Culturol ot.hnie sl:.dloritJ.r;s ca ina!cot.ed 

proviouuly served no aecondory c:onsoli<lctJ.ng fac:toro. '.this 

aooort1on con be i')rovcd. bit the ebo-cnco of motorial roo1-

proc1ty in tho bilcte.rnl rc!lct1.ono bct:1een theoo two OO\ll"lt­

rioo an t-ro choll !>recently crul11DO ln the context of va.r1ouo 

h1uh level t_:oli tical exe:u:n{fc:J un1 their outeomaa. t~aurl tinn 

Vr1<l0 t:in!otcr, or. 1•un;oolc~ i han Y31aitad Indio quite often, 

ollcO~t ennuelly. He hoo been iJr'C~t:'nt. ct. variouo CUl turel 

functions of notional l?'iu·tunce. "n 19 l~ay 1972 oo pr<•.o1ued 

over: the lntometionol Confc.n.~nco of i\t::!Cl Ja.'!lajisto at Alt:ar. 

vueh v1o1to ena tn:o~cnce ho.vo ccrvcQ QrOi.t.ly to clr~ populcr 

1nd1c~ otecntion to th1B island otate. 

In1J.c.• o J;Oliey of trft7.c;r.t.hotic ai(i to Bm.u:1tius took 

o dcf1n1to form by 1D74J tllet year aovern::;rnt of India 

c~1£!.t'ded 11 oebolorohlps to acuriti&n atudf'nto to study 

;:u::rllcint·, architecture, t;her.:tecy, Ltlttcntion end Indian 

clr:o::>icel dcnco, at Intllan Univcr~it!cc. G .!!thin ono y(O%' 

neur!tiu:J bcc~10 tbo bil')geot rf'ci~·t1t:nt. of Indian educetlonal 

ocholcr:>h!r;c .... 19. uy cnrly 197S th<::rc were nore then 1200 

''auritiua stucl{nta ct various •ndian centres £or higher 

lcorning. 7 '.t.'he !oc111tic!l in th1o r(•:;erd wore not lin1tcu 

6 t}gs;i'Ci!l9 .JlmtU! h·ort ¥4uJ.o) • 5 t:.1ril 1974. 

1 t.s2'19i:&sz.'i:1.:·s;t3 (New iJelh1), a Ye'broo:.y 1975. 
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to oducotion~l inot1tutiona only but oven tho trolning . 
foe111 tico wero alco O.'ttcn<lcd. l?or o;-:~lle,. 10 trcinoeo 

from tho Hourit.ien pol.!ee £orcc cC'le t.O lnJio on early oo 

197<l to roeoivc t.ro1n1ng ot vnrioun novul eotabli-;hncnto. 

Jfc:J'Ourablo trcdc ana uiu treat: ·.ont to ~:auri t.iuo 1o 

o.lno a very :;;1vn1fieant vort of thin <Jencrous Indian policy 

but this aiJl)cet. ahall be dcf1lt oith and ena.lysod .in e 

ot.:h r~te ehc::;.1tor.. Un the cultural plena. 1nd1t:. • o policy 

·uno one of ecti vo cooperation ~11 t.:'l count rico having oineoble 

populction:; o!: Indian ori,_~!n and ;1eur1t1u:-~ t1a1 ono of tho 

ti'.oot i;:,>ort4..llt anong the;:~. In tlcnua.r-J 1975 Inuia and 

~·:nuritius c.Achc..'lgcd in:'ltru."r.cnt.; of! .t:4-ti£1cct!on of tho Indo­

;:curition Culturcl l~grc 1~ent ciynt.~ in vort Louie on 6 

February 1973. In purcuonco of t.hia accord a joint ~1 ttoc 

t;ulo set up to hold oltcrnotc mectinJo et reGpcctivo c:cy1tala 

to fonnulotc a..tlturul, sc1cnt1f.t.e and ttaucntional proiJrC:nnos. 

Thio accord e.nvisoged _oxche~'!'l!JO of !.'to'oosor~. tiri tcro entl 

artiot.G; oxehenoc of publicction.J anil exhibitiono oo well 

no atc:o.ra of oeholarohi['O in tho field of cul eure. 8 l~nothcr 
lond;.nark. in thio field of lndo•Heur.ltian cultural cooperation 

wno the inougw:otion or :tchotme Gandhi Inat.itute on 9 October 

1!)76 1:Jy tlra JJandhi in couroo ot hL'r v1o1t to that country. 

'.l"hio \!Tan built nt e coot of l<o. 170 lcc:J. Inuia' a e;ntr1-

~ut1on finolllf st:ooa at ":J• 75 leco in tho !oro of conoultcncy . 
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oe.rv.tcco, etc. Thia Institute ,,Jco to pro::-.ote oriontol 

lnngungo cntl culture oC cll lovcl.n, 1nclt.1rl11l9 prinary and 

nccondaey ochoola. Thio vor{ ocrr.a 1ntlo-t1cu.r:1 Uon cul turol 

1nt.urc.ct1on touched e nS:~ high t>~hen o throe-dey tiorld 

H1nt11 <:onvcnt.lon tia3 held in :;okn ( •. nur1t1uo) fron 20 to 
1~16 

30 t~uguot •• r:auritian iire::1c:- t:n.s tho Cha!r.::o.n of the 

Uctionol t!ol··:.t1ttce of t;1c Convention. It woo ngrocd to 

cct ur> in . ,£ur1t.1u4J a .:~rlu H1nai Cfmtrc to coordinate the 

wodt d.,ne in Hindi in v~:rioWJ countrico of the world. 

;.\cltlrooDin-:; the concluding function, :Jir ~ecwoosagor ex­

!" rcocea hi o ho:;,J!)lncoo on th< ouccnu:J of tho convention. 

No thUll;<.."d t>r .~nrcn .;,iln~h, l.t'ntler o£ the Indian dclcootion, 

for tho deep intorc0t ho had ta'tcn in tho convention. 'i.'bc 

lor.gcnt cr.>nt1nuent of 200 41ornens :m.c frc:.l Indio. &cgo.rding 

tho b~ho g1£tc:l by :.tndiu t.o the :1etu:.tr1a Canah1 X n!lti tut.o, 

.ir Jec\'JOO:JOI'JC:t' on.td that they t~uld no dcubt bo of grcnt. 

ucc to the people o:r hia '-~ntry. Hf' also obsorvc.;d that 

til!J \'Ia:J a1oo t1 !'! t occasion to va1 tributoo to "our 

£~reftotho.rc" trho ca....,o t.o this C':luntry i'ro:n lndie with 

nothing but ht'r;oyt.'n enu vita. In hio rc:;;ly ur Raron dingh 

aeid thnt the nt:nc of ;;eur1tiu.s vould bo written in golacn 

lcttcr0 !or it.u role in pre ·cgct.ion of l·a.nd1 enu tho ent1ro 

Hindi world was untlor <leep (lcbt of ')rntitudc to Maur1t1an 

Govom:cnt c.nu fH"'Oplc.9 t:srlier, .;.i!r Jc;-woocc.gor hed 
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prco1ded over the Firot i;orld Hindi Convention held et 

t1a'JPU%' fl:or.l 10 to 14 JMUC%'\} 1975. 

Indian tlo£cnce foreen :r.o1nly novy too hao n:nintoinetl 
'' 

o rolct1onDh1& of coraial!~i• uormth ana holpfulnoos towardo 

~·~ouritiuo. Inaton naval ohir.:ta havo rc911lorly paid c:ourtooy 

cella ot '-'Ort Louio oncl juot aft.or the dovcotating eyclono 

'Jorv~ivo' in oorly 197~. ttJO wnrohipo, including tho fleet 

tc.""lltor I.:.J • ..;. ueepek orrivoll in i. .arch ond i•pril 1975 corxy• 

1ng relief cu.pplieo. Lor11or on 3 April 1974, Inu1a gifted 

t'lo ~lnuri t1en Govom':'lont o oooHard bOot • A."llar• , oo n proof 

of InGta• s a!>1t11ng 1nt.orent in the indopcndonce, progreos 

end r.;ro5pf:'t:ity of tho Govom·;ent and people of t:~nurit.ius. 

Indicn act1on.6r.cr~ 1notont ev9launo from thO nuur1t.1an 

;;roes. '-bo lending t:cdtly ;,;i.,ud.ti:ys ji'irra ttrote, u~Jithout. 

Cuco or l:iublicity, tt.auritius lcernt that tho GovornrJent of 

4nd1a hoo &mated a rcnl pBtrol oh1p (not n launch) ••• thia 

is o buinble bt-;g1nn1ng we ere hcving our Ol'm little navol 

force,. thenlto to Indio. ;.11 :1our1tiuo ohould be thtt.n'kful 

to tho .tnuion Uovorn.::tent for tho prceiouo 4onot1on" • 10 

Indio' o policy of benevolent os tmll an •mutually 

bcnoficiont • cooporot1on uont further in tho roolm of 

fioht 'rioc, heel th cna oc1cnt.1£1c coopcratio~ elao. Conac­

c;:ucnt to tllo vioit of r~auritian Fi~horioo r:inictcr. t:r Rem 

UOondur :.oaun, in ucot.'f!".bcr 1t)75, Indio• o :ani:;tor for 
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•\9r1culture, nr Jaqjlvan H('u oocurel him of Xndio' o roooi­

nc:}o to csolot r~urttJ.uo in the field o£ fioh-food rn.:oeooo-

1nti• tlrovi<J!ng CX.)Ct'tO onU OlOO to Q3q)10.r:o OOC!ltmioct!on 

of c~t1oting fiohing boatc in :-:o.'.!ritiuo snu oum>ly of f.'.orlno 

cng1ne>o.11 ilil:<..'t:iso In11o em:cnaca ito eoopcrotion in the 

£.1clt1 o£ · h{..olth, wnlfuro end. r:f'lu1c1no. or ltoren GJ.ngh, in 

cour:m of hio v1!:!1 t to t~e.oritiu.:, cxplor£Yl tbo posaib!li• 

t.iC!.l for f:urthor cooporction in this r!icld. He oleo of.ferC!l 

to help :~auritiuo, lt rct1U1r:~1, in _.,ropcgat.1on of vo.rious 

ot.l~or t.:c--Jical oyntc:t:o .co L~1\1£V<:e1a O£"'l,J Um.:ni C!l t:cll eo 

noturo cure end Yoga. 

Touriom being the pr1r:tol:'J 1nau::1try in r:eur1 tluo. 

tna.to. tried to contribute !to ut·no::~t by introdUcing uircct 

o.ir enu oca linlto. z~irst ever ~e~socngcr aorvico by oeo 

.CrorJ lnG!a to .;cur!t.iuo uas incu:3urntet1 !n 2o:·· bay on 27 

April 197S b".l t."lo :i1n15tcr of wtatc f'or Ubipp!ng and •.t.1rcno­

port, ~·~~. '.t.'rivEXU. •'ho luxu~J-linor ·~·;orohvorohen' cr.:mea 

by tho . .~h.f.t~vinu ~rporat~.on of Xntlia atnrtea. etlllf.n.g at 

"':ort Lou!o end cxu:outo ntcrtc:l covering t;o!.~booo cntl Dor• 

cz-.... clcc:::t.12 Ooforo <leducl.ng ony d~;f!n! te direction on 

policy forn:ulctiona hOseS. on feet~ alrecay mentioned, it 

t.oula bo ir:vortcnt to briefly tJUrVey the elc::1enta of 

continuity and chcnge in Ind1o'o attitude or policy tottn!:do 



Mauri tJ.ua. oopeciolly tclt1ng not.o of the chango of govern­

ment !n Indio in tho end or aovent!on. 

gorc.ign po11e-i of o otnto ia a !-omulation of docioi• 

ons ":hereby eort.oin benef1 to ere otri ven to bo obtained 

from tho cnv!ron:ncnt ror tho uchicvcr.:ent of certain not.1oncl 

goolo and given tho volatile n4turc o£ international politico, 

the cnv1rorr.tcnt ca.'l never bo ttilicn a::: otetio; thuo with 

chon~eo thorcforo in cnviron~~nt. ccrtoin adju~cnto or 

modi£1cct1ono, eh!Cto or atrco~eo in the foreign policy 

of o netion arc 1ncv1te.blo. ;;;ut co far oo Indian foreign 

policy or opc"Cif!cally lnao-;:.cur!t.io.n interactions oro 

concerned tho er\JU."tlent uoulu be forwarded that there wao 

no ouch chongo oo could bo do::cribcd eo decisivo or totol. 

r.L'hc ovcrc:.ll frcnouorl~ within u~1!ch tho J anat.a Govarn.~cnt 

moulde;J ito OJ:tcrncl relations re:r.clnca almost the smne 

oo thot of 1 to prcllccoooors. 'r1ao ao cnllcd ehangoa or 

ohifto tzor:e more in tho nature of ct1juot4::ont.D and on 

o.ccount of the rcg1onol ana 1ntornot1onal ol1r.'lato eo f)Or­

coivC*'J by the poliC".f ue-eio1on ;~~cltoro. 'rh1a point CM bo 

clur11:1cd further by ro!orring to the intorvia.J given by 

:·~r. il .• u. Vojpoyco to tho IQ!ll,a ~oqmc, "X!godnc. t'1hcn noltcd 

to claoorot.e tho GiCfcrcnco lx:rt."l..rccn the Janet.o foro1gn 

policy und that of tho Congreoo, ho ooid. ~D1f£orcncon oro 

not that !r:tsortcnt in tho fiol<l o~ £-oroign policy bceo.uoe 

it io alweyo based on ol~n~o o~ continuity and chango ••• 

thoro io bound to be cano chcneo. .Ou~: wo odho•c otrietly 



to the banic poot·u.lt.too ana to n'·tional conoenouo bccouao 

·foreign pOlicy olloultl norve notional 1ntcrcot.13 

At o different oeeao1on14 1:00, :-~r •. Vajpuyeo rc1.)0scd 

hi.o foitl'l in tho t~chrovJ.an gu1del1nc.o £or Incli&' a foro:tgn 

policy to pro~to iter on1 • tru·;t. end a ee.o;:>crotl ve a~i ri t 

~ng nctions. ~uch o rclntionnhi~ c7.0na notions t~ula 

strcngt! •en pceec, olir.d.ncto tcn'31ono end rcduco tho t1ongE"X 

of conflict.1S 'l'h1o thcorotioel. prc:.,ioe on primacy of 

continuity in forciun poli~i under Jono.te io elao exe:i:• 

plificG by the cctual intornri~ionol Uchev!our w1th c?oeial 

rccc. cncc to 1nt1o...:.~nur1t1en 1ntcrac:tion::J. Two oign!fic:cnt 

c.w:hcnccs took plncc br;t:toon theGn countrion in this period. 

ll1rot won ur.. ~. LiC. co;)let:l' s v!oit to t;(:'!.1 Uclh1 in Noveznbor 

1D77. ~pecl;,ing o.t o dinner hosted in honour of vr.o. 

hru:v;ool04 in Lieu uolhi on 1 ~Jovcnbcr 1077, v ..:-1me i1in1t tor 

Ueoo.t, whilo oocuring Indio. • o contJ.nuca e.s31otoneo to tho 

lolnml, o:':for~J to give Int11en-... aur1t1oo cooperation na.g 

atocnoiona on t.'lo bao1o of •outuolly bcnof!cial bilo.torulis."l• ~ 

14 .lc·dnor on "Continuity ll.l"'ld Change in. lnclte•o Foreign 
Policy" hold under the aunp1ceo of the Jchool of 
International Otut.L1c3, ~t;u. Ja.:J. Vajpoyce• a 
inaugural ovecch on 13 i:a!l 1973. 

15 !nS*"'lJlctAongl, ..,t,.td!£!.! taa:1 .Unlh~J. vo1.17, noa.3-4, 
July-Doce~bor 197d., ~.3J1. 
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Dr ila:ugoolo:,t in his ch,kractoriot1c end uouol Mannor cclmot1-

lcJ•Jcd with grot1tuCle tho con:Jidc!:'eblo help thot India hctl 

<'.Xtcndcd to t•!n'-lr!t.iuo during the pant accede. Later. Porcign 

i..iniotcr~ ; •• u. Vaj~cyco•$ viait to ~auritluo in r;arc11 1079 

provided another opportunity to lcudors of the Sanato 

Govcrn:K.Jnt to roc!!:iru ~1c unirue co:::.crcdcr1o bott:een tl1c:;o 

t•.JO countries. J'onctc. lcuae.r.n, firot lilto t:1oir Congrcnos 

counter-gcrt::, herl tieo anu c· .. dn rnitcretc:xl the pr1or1t.y 

gJ.vcn l:rJ thn':'t to pro-,10to bf'nHficial a"\<i fruitful rclotlons 

t>lith lnd.t.e• n ncigilbourc, o:Jpt..'Cially t"to s~.1oller onco. 

',41hus. t:c notice o r\'lutj.vc otcb111ty 1n bilotorcl rclc1~ons 

of tl1c:;e t":.:o countr!c~, w11ich !c t.trui0ubtooly o oiqn of 

titcoo he:; been benevolent in~.:tea; of being booed on o 

rcgir :c o£ ~tr!ct bilctereli:;.n. ··be s1l'l!.lcr1ty of percep­

tion:> on intern,_ t1r;nol evento and pro'blc:::~ o.a hoo been 

v!siblo in v€"r1ouo joint cct;.m.unicr;.acs i~Jnucd ot the end of 

hi1h lvvcl cxc;timue:; over the yedr:., C~..nd idcntieol oC'CUri ty 
(" 

c<-.ncrrno eou leu uith o baoic ai.ili:cdty in do:;ootic po11-

ticcl n111cu and othnic oi: 1ll.:.u:1 ty to uh1ch rofcrcneo hoo 

been ;Jcdn in e vrovious p ... rt. '.~o':"lc c:!l.ilnrJ<'• albeit only 

o.:;tcnoihl:-t "u:.~.·; tJ"lct ot· t10rotl, it: too U.tPrcl on 1ntcr!>rL­

tc.t1on iJ ; .ctio of tho t~_·rl u::;ctl ~'! :;r. ::orarj1 Dooai, 
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at Hew Dollli on 1 ;;;tovcmoor 1977. llc referred to 'mutually 

bcncficiol bilatereli.Gm •16 which e~n bo interproted a!:i a 

r<.forcnco to the feet thct hi~hcrto, tho bilt!tcrolicrl tmo 

not r:-.utually oonefic!al or beneficial to Indio. boceuse 

of tho pnttorn of on(;-.:1ey aid flow~ liowaver, this line 

J;JOD never rctKatctl lator on ar.:l t.h.uo thio nrn-1 thinking 

on policy aica (tgwn. 1 t. io pertinent ut thio juncture to 

enoly::o t:hy thio ty&e of thinking c...rono orul tthy it clicd 

aol."m 00 ollcntly. Upto 1!:177 lnuie cclntoincd ol!..OSt 

cpcciol t.io::.: with ;,;cu.r~.ttus, e proof of: t:hich is tJ~o (itct 

t.hot :tnll1M Fr1t:w t4J.n1ctc:r: vioitc.1 that fnrntUJ.Y eno c::uall 

i:Jl()nd ot.otc tt;ico in 1970 ana 1?76 and o c:on:ltant flou 

ot: hi<.;h d1un1 tori co 1:-lclur.linu i inL;tero and ocn1or gov•!rn­

nont of£1c1nlo wna ~c1nta1ncd nll thc.;o yca.roJ to n virt.uol 

ncgluct of 1t.L~:t:..11cto noiuhoouro lil::c v ru:iotcn, t;cpal, 

Bcnglcdc::;h, Ccvlon end uurnn. tJcn.::ta. locilere 1n their 

sont !:or Qhcngo, cor='!'c·ctJ.on o£ 1ncon.-;1stt"neioo in £oroign 

policy of tho country; their ovcrcntha;,iaom to infuse 

clc~ont of regional !~cua in ror~iun policy end lootly 

a t'!hortntuhtcd 1ntoeyrct.ct1on of nntion~l intcrcotn. 

found lnt.lion ep~,r.oech tcY.:torcl~ i..auritius, d1spro~">ortionatc 

end tnconoi~t.cnt because• ,fi;p;nt, Lcur1 tiua uo::2 not vrov1ng 

beneficial to Intl1e c.:;:-,nonici.'l.lyl gq~mJ, it ttao not on 

1G 
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1m:r.cd1ato n.eighbo\trl tb1..:-d. it wa!J otrnt~lcolly lean 

ruoh atotcMnt by tho then Yriu1e ;aniotcr ~eoa1. .Houovor, 

tho roosons for not prc3ain~ on that line arc ~uite o~1ous. 

l?1!:'st. wao thot nouri tiua, uuo to smell ai2o oncl nocgro ncodo 

can be c:ul t1 vot~1 at o very low oost co cc::.._·H.:u:ca to big 

ncighoour:J lilto t~<..vol, i 10:·:1atun_. uanalc:dech, ~:urt:la, oto. 

~oeona boinn. t.hct .;uz>or l~~uor:J and. fin~oiolly ntrong 

.t~rc.b ot.ot.eo were not co~oting cgc1nst In11e in ~:euritiuo 

whoroeo 1n iJouth ;'\o1a, oo was not. the cc.co. lnclic c:oul<l 

novor rnot.ch hrcb nid to i:t&.J.otcn or ..:Amgldlcoh or tho 

Chinese, uo or uri tich aid to «c-_1&1. 'lhe thi::d foetor 

uoo thct 1rul1o bo1ng a poor dbvolop1ru:; country sufCcrs 

from en oeuto poucity of rcoourcca nnd fart-i<Jn ~:tehcngo 

ana so e.ny ott.c~t o~ oiaing ond thun cultlVt".tino. an 1m:J~ 

aioto ncighLtour t10uld ho.vo bocn uoomct1 to fe1luro. Rccping 

tl\coo fcctorn in viot'• it uoo only cr.pe--Jtcnt to revert bcclt 

to o benevolent policy of oi<l tot1crd::> t·•a.urit1uo which \,oo 1 

uono on un1ntcrru;:ttc---l fro~~ then to tho prc:;ent dey. t-~h1lo 

onolyning lntlic' o policy rcrecpt1n!"ln tot:ardo Iloutitius, 

1 t secmo nccoooaey to con::tt:"Uct the probt:blo ::nu.r1 t.ian 
-bi.es 

porct.ptiono on ~ w1 th Indio. 

At tho very outset !t 1o lrn!~rtant to 1mlieuto that. .. 
oll !>t"rccptions of tJ.co td.th Indio. 1n ;laurit1uo ~em from 

one pr1nc1pel..propoo!t1on i,c. lm!lo. io o c.:l.,;ablo nct.!on 
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in the frc::tcuorlt of the fliverno rcQUJ.rcrr.cnta of the iolond 

ototc. 'l'hia copabilit.y in this port.icular reopcct. incor~ 

porutc:J ucny th1ng3 ouch en pol!ticel st~bility, roopcct 

in international community, level o! 1nduotr.iol1aotion and 

tochnologic:al edvcnectent- the tlilitnrt ·:trength, econoz.;-:!c 

ooundne.;;o ant! lcotly tho cthno-dc.;;ogro.::>hlc structure.. It 

io on thcuo linos thut en eluhoretion t.;ould be atte::;ptcd •. 

J t~ourt tiuo no o countty 1'H.ln a ::t,..ctc;ic location in 

n scnoi t1 vo ert:o ontl ha:J been for ~c.nt r.:cny yearn concerned 

~ut it~ m~cur!t:r• ourv!val anu well being. Ito rightful 

clci:~o, hi thPrto _ 11n11onourt.~ on U!cgo Gorc1e nnd Tronol1n. 

hod crcotC'J en urgency for 1 t. to c ,:astJ int<"'rnetionol poli• 

tictll CU!'ii)O::-t en:l pot:or-bacJdnn. ~Cee:_1!ng in C")nsia.eratlon 

ito dcniro not to invite utrA~lco-:1e super _::e\<tcr attention, 

lnG.1o a:~or9etl O.':l the only country in the region on t:hlch it 

could pin ito ho;;'JOS aoout getting support. ·~he c.dorg1ng 

nevol c:eyob111ty of Indio., oltbough !)cri:J·lcrclly,. could bo 

of help to l~nuritius in ito bid for cccurJ.ty and survival. 

It ia thooo security pcrct.·ptionn \'Ihich are the o::>ct cigni­

fice:nt part o! tho overoll conspoetuz. ".i.'hio ccn 1m c3oertod 

forcefully U.f rcfcrr!nu to stctf"' ·:r'nto17 t~i·do ael!borct.oly 

1n i'lc-.r Delhi by h!r;b-rc.'l'lking ;:aurttion offic1els o.bout their 

17 ~hi lip ;~. t.llcn in 'ii'io .. ;glitlc,;: of ~c · ~co1;nm_ 
-fl.u31r..n Ueccn I3lC:'ldJ., "ohn ~~. iJ(ltl'Kimcrcd. 

t):i" .... ... r..:cg('r. '1975) # :_').212. . 
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of tho~Jht htn oven vrcvcJ.lc-~ in t:!o lcaacrnhip of tho 

nctzly cl(,.ctcti lcft•:\:ront t • .;. ; :-.tt .. ,:~ el11anco) govern :cnt uhcn 
l 

1l ri;.>o i ,iniot.or • .nce::ooQ .Jugnc.uth C?Coking ct tho first prc~o 

congorcncc oclt:l t.!1at ";.:o uill ao t:'lo ut;:o::lt in tho <l!plo:"J~t:i.c 

field il."ld 1ntcrn:.t1onc1 foro \.tith l'lclr) of d.ntlia. ••• to hovo 
10 our covcrcignty rec~gn!cc~" on 01~~ Garcia. 

Gi von tho feet thilt fK.Oplo of lnuiun origin oacount 

for r::orc th~n 70 per cent o£ thn total ll():?"Ulut.ion of th1o 

isl~r.a. Indo pluyo o oignlficcnt role 1n tho do:Jostio 

politico ol: thic country. HL,lO:lt <:.Very voliticol rmrty 

vice for o cor:z.::;lcto JU:,)port from the r"iajority oE tho :oorwt­
l~t1on of lniiion oriu!n, Hhich .t.c unuo·ubtt;tlly fcvourc.\.>ly 

• 
.1\nd duu to th1z U.opoo1 tion. n 

f...:vourcblc ocrcvrtion of 1ru11o ~;h!ch 1o oxr;oatcnt. unw1 t.t• 

S.nol:! cc~~HJG to ~ .. o fort::. For .. .-c~ - J.-1::.-c •• 1:..1! '1ter ur. :;.. 
L~c:.'tfcolo":', Ct:'O:lCti hccvily ut.iOn thio CC!lti ... :( nt of tho f;10jor-1T::/ 

of: clt..>cCOr\..te 'iJy holdit'l\i .&:ndio in high C.Jtc~.:: .. 1, roit.c.r.:::t.intJ 

hio Qc..;1ro £or clo~or t1• <.J <;;itt it una vio1t.1ntJ it for t'X) 

o!t<.:n. i'hEJ nc-.:: loft f:ront (JOVCL1l: rnt 1o el!:o no exec:>t.ion. 

Juot t:J~t.cr tt;o ur.:Jo ot. cocu:ning ofi?ice it ut.'Cli.>t.."'Cd ita 

cleo!~:<. to furthor ctrcnJthcn t."lo tio•J of frirnu!;hip with 

Indic. It.. at tho 0£':--,o t1:~e. invited i/rl:"lO ::1:lictcr, :1ro 

.;c.n1h1 to pu}r a v1s1t t.o thot c~lt.,try. Inc:idcnt.clly, Intaan 
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t'r.L-no :1.1ni::;tcr, to the £1rct foreign dlgnito.ry to tfbo.-n 

tho nculy !nutallc<l government heo cxt.o."laou c.n invi tnt!on. 19 

Tho ~:;o.urition .?r1mo ntniotor, Jugnauth went a otcy further 

by ototing thut his first foreign tri9 will be to N~1 

.a)clhi. 20 

.. :aur1t:1uo 1o o octurntctl !olruul t>1ith o tlonaity of 

1100 1nhc.b1tc.nt.o per o~o.rc nilo ( 1972), ono of tho hiohc!Jt. 

in the t~rla, end in thic o1tuot1on, it eon ill afford to 

hovo e trcditionol ind~~tr!ol inirn~tructuro uhich rcqu1rao 

e lot of apcee ona tmich crcctco a lot of pollution. The 

only option o~cn 1o tho Laportation of r~h1ot1cetod high 

cffici<..~ey technolOCJ"/• India, although a developing count­

ry, hca of lct.e gQti'lcred conaiucrublo m:porUno in high 

prceioion tcc:'mology lUte com:_-;utt'Dnico, ntlvencod olcctr1cal 

and m<.."<Ci"u:mic:el cng1n~.r1ng uhich 1 t hcs been tt1111no to 

chore uith tt"'llow Clovclo,~ . .?lny U>untrlco unCJor the lntaen 

~echnicel t..nt.l A..cono·:d.c C~pt..rct!on vrogra::-;..10 {IZ:;C?). 

'lhlo prospect io r"'Ot e:ccc~toble to r4euritiua bocauce it 

1o free from any type of OZ!Z:On stringo co well co the bene 

of multino.Uonals C:Ouoing end deluging tho indigcnolW 

tolcnt. Indio hoo alao echiovea conoideroblo ~ortioo 

in nodern1olng agriculture. Xnd1G he~ ~cnoe cc~nbility 

19 For aotoilc oeo tho t->re-r:s Truot of InfU.a dc:::pnteh 
fro; 1 ./ort Louis in A,~rren o( l,naJ& Hk.t-.r Delhi). 
20 wuno 1902. 

20 ._;;litor.ial "1. Clean v'\:10Cp0 
• T,tr,if!Q Qf ~!'}(Jig. 1u 

June 1902. 

. . 



51 

to anoint. tlour!titt!l in ito offortD to clovolov ontl <l!vcroJ1y 

ita r.:ono-c.tOp aqro-econo:ny. ln tho rcalmo o£ rccon:Jtruet.ion 

onc1 t1cveloo:::;.cnt. clao Indio' o c:{_:.:crt.J.:;c COfii9ctco fovou!:'obly 

G.t':J.Q::.:t. global co. ',!K':ti tion. 1";ll theue capob1li t1oo ovoilcl:llo 

ol:"":'Dot Cor oc::J.n- , plun the 1:<"!1<'r;.;t1vca of notional interact 

o.rul not1onol uevclo,:r::cnt ore bOund to llnvo a favourable 

reflection in tho tmrct .)tiono o£ In'L.J.o in trauritiuo. h.o a 

r:1ottcr ol: feet., it. han no lonr;or re1aincd c porcc:.:;t1on1 it 

ovor SO .indinn c:t.._~'"- rtc ere ocrv!ng in ;-.cur.itiua o:.:c.rt fro., 

ocvercl other 1 ;~:":.!t.::n mvcrtn in other fiolu:J. Lc.ur1 tiun 

ol co ~;ado u~o o£ o tochno-ocono:ric n-:--tl"Ort, prc_:>uretl by en 

Inuian m'£>ort, euggo!Jt1ng t.11o r.mtting up of en international 

airr,ort. in th~ ~Jorth. ~110 CVl'l:Jtrttction o:C th1o e!r.:_"lOrt uoo 

cntxu;;tc:J to the \.!hincor, ut111:J1nrJ lntiioo conoultoncy 

cct"Viccn. 

j .Hnothor 1~;\JOrtcnt fc.etor contribU.tinQ ~ovourablc pcr­

Cl.t-'tion of lnuio to iiour!ticn poliC"~/dccioion t'cl'!int) !o tho 

b1:ol 1clcnt1 t.y of ViCtJS bot· ;ccn t.hc~;o t\.iO countrioo on GlObal 

!oou~o. Doth, strictly h7 Q~Oic~, n5hcro to c policy or 

non•cl!fjn:.1Cnt ont:1 ote~chl:f ool!cvo in t'ecccful eor>Jdotcnr.e. 

Both strive for the erct1!c,- t.1on of rcciclif'Zl and 1mr>cr1o11sn 

t..:hf'rL•Vor they otill e;tlot. on th1o earth. .\'hoy both op.,....ooo .. 

21 Vc-J:l!lal aJagli. cd., ~:ijtlt:itiup (~c>.bo,ya ~lOrce 
t;u';)lichcr:;, 1977), p.27. 
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nny freoh cncrono~~t on their nrrJly won indqycndonco by 

noo-colon1o.liot force::;. l:oth the:::o otrtc·o otond !-or the 

tnatnn oeocn on a rono of pcecc, free £rem cu~or t')Q::or 

~1v~lrioo end foreign rnilitnr; bcoos. Duo to this rec.ark• 

cblc identity of v!o::o, Ncur!tiuo tendo to percoivo lnaie 

co a • co~odc-in-ar: :n • in the: lonq ot.ruggla ci~od st 

rcdr<·;;ning t.."lo inequiUca end inc:~noi!"lt.cncioo of .1ntcrna• 

t.iO"lCl tr)ctcm of todcy. 

'.i:i\o lont but TJ.Ot at o.ll !n::ti:.;nificcu1t fcctor io oleo 

t:lo o{ntir1cnt o! tho proac-nt-dny (Jcncr.:.tion of 1nhab1tnnts 

or lnd!cn origin, their no:Jtolgiu# rcovcct and o£f"cet1on 

for ln.Jin. Ho;:ovcr. it io i.:.)o.cta.nt to indicot.c thct thio 

• r.:othcr lend oyndro:.:a • io not. ctl4.l ccnnot bo toltcn au comc­

th1n<.J pcrf~W\cnt. ln of feet, t~1 th the conin9 of! ago of o 

new tiCnorct.ion, who:Jc hopeo o..rttl c:rrJirotiono Elro gcnorctccl 

cna !ulCilled in t~"lot country 1t--olf an~ uhooe education 

Uld u~>bringing is d::nc in an r:t;.;-onr,hcr<', rc11cLlly different 

from t"l.:t of Inaio; J. t ia only nctur'-'.1: to _coo thio typo o£? 

cnthu:Jicc:n tlio detm u1 th the pe.oocgo of tJ.ma. 

Howovor. th1o point rotaino oomo oecdcnic oiun1f1• 

ettnee bccnuoe until recently t.ilcn D.r: Rc:~oolcm• o Notional 

J\lliancc Varty uao in t.te..,cr the uvcregc age o£ coalition 

.. I:illWrn tiQO 60 ycor:J plU!J tJhJ.ch r:ccnt QnU Dignified 0 bOdy 

of policy noi:<..ro of old gonernt.ion t1ho ~oro very clooo to 

Indio, ito frocdo~ otrug0lo and ouboe~cntly tho otrugglo 

~or independence of thn1r otm country. ~:ith ouch por::cnn in 



pOWO!i' Mt.l plncao Of O.Utbf>ritetive decioion rnaklng. it was 

quite naturul to conc::oive of tho :prcv!ouoly mcnt.1onod noatal-

916 Jiln ooll as c:otherlantl synt!h:oree for Xndia .• 

A no~1 dovalopmant. \ihich ia yet to bo verified end 

. judged by prolonged experience .io the t:::'\crgcnce and corrJ.ng 

to ~r of e loft.iat coalition U.:ovc.~nt f!ilitant t-teuricl<tJn 

et .ilarU Social:loto l<iauricicnna) in l~ouritiuo, whO r.e:present 

tho routh po'10r end \1hoao ovorooe ego ia only 39 yoaro as 

cor.pored to 6o-!>lu~ of t.."'to prov1ous cnecrutivo votty. It. :to 

clue to th1a dovQlopmcnt t.hot tho e.etuol val1d1 tv of tbio 

orqument remains a ~t point. 



\11th tho penoege of t.ir.'lo~ 1ntemational relations havo 

gr~ally tended to be t:rtOre ana moro multifocotcd end divided 

into various speeinliocd domains of nct!vity (Song naticnG~ 

be 1t b1letora1 or mu.l.t1lo,tere1 contoctoo Those opcclal·lecd 

4omoins of act1'Vlty eompriso of tho intarootJ.ons nt pc11tiea1, 

eeonorr.ic as u~.ll co otrategie loveloo Pol1~cal ond otrntegic 

onpecta ere being dlacuoacd at length oloo1horo. t-ie take up 

tho economic ttapocts of interaction horo. ond anoly&o them . 

in 1n~1euri ticn oont~t.. 'the nuguot noocobly at Bretton 

\'IOO<!ls 1n July 194.'14* batter knotm no "'tho finoncJ.ol holf of 

the Conforonee of son Vrane1aeo• oct ~ceo c procona Which 

was t.o mehe economic affairs an o.ronn of utmost ptiorit.y in 

modom 1ntomst1onol relotionD and which t7ns to t"(WQ1ut1on-

1se tho oulld.ng ond ou~rn medioval prooticos <Jo1ng by tho 

name of diplomacy. For lnd1a ao 't10l1 as for somo other 

countries lotcr 1n succeas1on diplomacy of trade and· dd 

ComQ to occupy o VO'I!f ~rt.ant place. juot oo their p~­

ductivo ceptih1lit1oo acvolopcdo aut in contract to the 

Qpprooeh of purou1ng trooc and aid for ~o solto of it end 

it· alone, e.o in t.."tc eooo 14ith individual orgon1sot1ons and 

buolnosn tntcreot.o1 lnaia • o (Qtld for that. mntter any othor 

notion•a)· dlplo~acy of trodo ond aid io apnrt from ito puro 

ocono::d.e content., a m0cno of prorroting ito other 1ntoroDt.s 

mainly politleal,. t·1mt t:obor*a oboorvat.1on. ·albeit in e 

54 
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different context holds Q.Uitc true tmcn ho sayo. nintore!;ts 

(material and 1docl) not 1d.ooa, dorotnoto dlroetly tho actions 

of men. Yet the 0 1megos of tho 't'JOrld" ereotoa by tho.so 

.1dco.o hcwo very oft.cn so.rvcd oa GU1 tchoo dotorminJ.ng tho 

trael;.s on tlhieh t.ho dyno..7.1e:a of intorooto ltcpt aotiona 

movingu. Thio oho~n tho ulti~ato linkogo and 1ntardopen• 

donee. As a onttor of feet. all notiono dcolro and conti­

nuously soorch for nntionol oocu"ity~ economic t1o.ll-boing-

ona polit.teel indepandcnco,. aoeond to aecurit.y comes tho 

promotion of economic intorooto wh1cb include tho preser­

vation end acquisition of fovournble conditions or to;;ms 

of trodc. Hot;ovor. deop1to tho nhovo viCVtG norrr.nlly 

ascribed to the foreign economic policy o£ ony nation. 

Indt.e• n eoonomle 1ntoroct1on with ::laur1t1us offers an 

interesting otudy \1hicb is qt.lito novol in content. 

To ,ot.ert 'tlith 1t 1s lmporotivo to d.iacuos t:.he oimo 

of India's diplomacy os: tredo end old t~lth nuurttius. 
e 

The moot obv.S.ouo rcaoono ocer.'\ to be• Utntl!Jt. 1nt11o ttOUld 

bo Oblo to increase its sphore of inf!ucneo1 ~Ax· 

such c:ontacto t-1ould cont.dbuto to its nnt.ionnl t1all.•boing: 

J;t;\1Fdl:t, otnca Maur.t.tiuo hns o oizcoblo Indian population# 

it 1o necessary that 1t should eot.o.blioh trndo linko ond 

offer aid. t.o t.hc:n: ond toy.!;thlz. thet tJtcur1 t1ua offers 

India int;~cnoe potentiol for obcorption o£ oonsurotor goods 

and othor coflr'lCdities t1hieh \~Uld help prop ito Cltport­

oriont.cd eoono:ny. lt. moy be that. t.heoo f'cctoro nre 
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rolovant ln oomo tmy bUt. it muot not be fo~t.ton that. 

individually thoy eonst!tuto only tho peripheral ones• 

ond a subnoquent onalyo1s t:ould rtrVoal that very often, in 

inte rnEltional politics t.he a:onomic rno~hodc are uppl1£d 

to obtn1n political d1v1dende oithcr Et,itClus1vely or by and 

ln:rge. But fJ.rot., n brief survey of actucl 1ntcreet.1ons. 

~ho Inao-t-touritien economic tioo~ t.~ugh not so old 

no tho political ties, d&to beck t» 1972 tfhon on Indo• 

tlo.ur1t1an l:lQroernont wea aignod-. Undor it,. for the first 

time, lnd1e came out in o big tt&Y to help this inland• 

stato. India hod offered c·loan of Rs.32.1 million ana 
made e. grant t:>f i;s.20 millions for vc.rious projects thero.-

1'echnicn1 aosistance uorth Ro 2 millions was oloo onviaagfil.1 

l~ut in aet.u.a1 practice, the thorough purnunnee comncncod 

only in 19"1~. \:lhlch u1tncssod t!U'lny accords. For the ·first 

t1me. the Hour1t1cna ~lied on Indian technical skills. 

The Dombay Suburbon t>lcct.r1e suvply Coqnmy oeeured a 

contract for elect.r1f1cot1on of c 5-ater hotel there omldat 

j stiff 1nt.ornilt.1onnl COit;?Ctitlon. Apart from this, .mother 

cqreernent \1&0 roached., under t1hich Asoostoe Products 

C011\?DDY wao to mcnufact.ure ccr..ont pipoo in nourit1ue. The 

share eapi tel of the venture was to be Rs 315 million, 

1 J.P. Antmd. ttl:ouritluo• ~ 9,2~ ,Y,oymQA (Net: Dolh!). 
vo1 .. 11- no.2. OctobOr-l>oeC:!Cbor 1976, p"11S. 
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local eontr!bUt.1on snountod to 75 por eont ana Indian ootd.o­

tenco otood nt 25 por cent. l~ vao to produce abOut. 151 000 

tono of pipoo onnuully &nd provide err:,loyment to more then 

70 porcono initially. India clao Gidctl t~aurit.1uo by doc1d• 

ing in Narch thot yonr to s.1ard 11 scholarships to ~1wri tian 

studcnto to otudy mod1c1no, orchitccture, phormQ.cy* edu~et.\on, 

etc.. a.t Indian inoti tutiono of higher eciucetion. 

~s visit to 1nd1c of ;«E". Sce.t100oo.gar Hcmgoolsm olong 

1:11 th f1vo of his t11niotero and othor ocnior officiala in 

early -,Jo.nuery 19'75 t-roo yQt another milcotone in :tneto­

r.1GUr1tion economic relations. Indin end. r-sauritiua, on 9 

J anuaey signed a 1S...yco.r loon a9rcoment. for ils 5 eroreo to 

onnblG r:le.ur1t:iu.G to buy ocph1et.1cotad :.lnd.uatriQl gce(ls. 

The loan \ih1ch cnrricd a r(lto of intcroot of 5 per cent wnn 

t.o hnvo a graco period of thrco y·ooro ond w04 to be utilised 

for a nu..'i'lbor of projcct.o in tho privatu ncetor .ln t-1aur1 t.1us. 

lnditl aloo agreed t.o c comrnerc1ol crc<U t of as 10 croros 

to t .. 1our1tiuo but. no agrecncnt r-or this wos signed. l11n1.oter# 

Khorjoqat Singh ocld that India he.d inforrr.ed thon to drm: 

any amount from thio credit. any tt.mo. vf the loen of Ra S 

croroo,. !to 3., 5 c:roroo uore already eom:n!tt.Gd for n number 

of projccto end tho re:r.aining ko loS croro uoro loft for 

tho projccto to be 1don~1f1od by Mour1tion Government. 

IJ:hia nqreetltmt \JF&O oigncd by the Indian Pinene$ t·iioiotcr. 

c. Subrnrunanisn ~nd tho r~1nur1tJ.an t.inistcr for t:;conony,. 
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Planning ond Oovolopmont. Khorjegat Singh.. Mr iii.herjc-got 

Singh stated that tJ;dG loan. given by India "leaves u.s wit.h 

great f1onib1l1ty since tt 1s not tic<l to any parti.cular 

project." 

The dan\.."t'iareiol credit of rupeeo ton croreo wan to 

be utilised fOr purchasing hocvy mDChinory, trcnspor~ 

equipment end electric generators for varlouo projects. 

ell 1n the private sttctor~ Put:!ng tho tt:e daye of t11de-. 

rnng!ng tnlko bott~eon t•4:. I~nmgoolam and i ~ro l ndire. Gondhi 

and their delegations, Indio cotmdtted loans and ered1 ts 

to tolling· Ro 17 .. 5 crorca for t.ho devolop:-1ent. plon of 

registered a hoalthy gtotttb, increasing from Rn 15 m1111ons 

in 1970~71 to Ro 6e milllono !n 1975, this net1v1ty remained 

nogl1g1blc an ln'\POrtn from lnd!o ropronont only 3 per cent 

of total J.mporta, whoroes oven Gouth Africa provides 11.6 

per cent of its imports., .HottGvor. the !:nports rene from 

Maur1t1en Rs 13 million in 1?70 to Ro 17 million in 1972 

nne ko 30 million 1n 19?3. lnport~ by Indio from Meur1tiuo 

were e.lmoat nog11giblc.., 3 In tho middlo of lt)75, Maur1t.iuo 

deci4cd to wy 100 buses from Indir.u ogreemont to . that 

2 

3 

iJla §Smem#;G. 'l'.&fllSl! (UCt~ Dolb1} 1 10 J.nnuory 1975. 

ttNows Rov1ow on Oouth Asia", -!Df~S.c gg:g: D..sJ!~nso 
tJ~!a.t ml4 n A.tm!xac~ ht(w'W Delhi I i'cbruory 1975 .. 
p.179o 
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effect t~as reached 'tlhcn Mauritian t'lorha and Tronsport 

l~1nioter A.H.n. Os::1t!n v1o1ted l~e:;, Dolh1 with an ~'llbor 

high power dolege.Uono4 It noy, hooovor, be recalled that 

by 1975 more thtm 40 lndlen cxporto t.:cro ttott1stlng t;1sur1• 

tic.ns 1n oconof'lie f:lnd ooc1o1 devolopm€nt of tho1r country 

undor tho lndi~n Technlcol end Econo:nic Cooperot.lon 

~ h . s io3C. cme. 

The yeo.r 1916 DmJ' tho second. v1o1 t to t4nur1 tius by 

tho Indian I? .d.mo l<tininter in Octobor. India esou:r:-etl illl 

poosiblc assisto.neo to Hcuritiuo in its offorts to 4cvolop 

end di voroi fy i tn flX)no-crop economy end. ovorcomo 1 ts 

ec<:rr.omic problems. Xndla egrEXXl to nsoiot. the Maurit1WJ: 

govero'Ttcnt to sot up en .incb.lotriol technical .1net1 tuto 

for training local rru;mpowor.6 Gorl1or lm!iG on6 r-tnu.r1Uus 

signed on cgt"esncnt on 22 April 1976 for dovoloping .Q:nell 

industd.eo in t4o.ur1 tiv.a based on o.qr!eul ture and forest 

rcsou.rees; textiles and light. engineering ind.uot.rieo. 

Keeping in v1a1 the egr1eulturol booo of t<tauritien economy~ 

Indio greotly oss1otcd that country in thio domain too • 

. 4 ~&t4ll!! 'l'!F.QS (Port Louie), 3 June 197S. 

s t.l'U.L .ti£9D9r,AS ['TifLt?@# 2 Fcbruory 1975. 

G J .. tJ. Anond, '*Gmt Gan.dh1' o Africa V1s1t"J Uctm Roviow 
on South l'·si€1°, lu~A, Octobe.r 19761 p.127 • 
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t-l1n1ator lthcrjaget Singh ooitl, !Ql;O£..fltJ...Jl• in iiort. Louis 

on il ScptCClbor, thot Hout1t.1uo ttcntro to dtvoroify her 

euriculturnl prou~ot1on pottorn c~ oloo har oaonomy 1n 

goncrol. Tho o!Ja wcs to incrt!noo the par acre output of 

ouoarecno end thus rcleeoo co~ land eor eultivotton of 

rico and other corcnla. Thio uno to holp reduee tho 

dependence of ~~ot eountry on others for auppllco. It wno 

prcciccly t.h1o endeavour Which l~Jia oopouacd wholohoartcdly • 
. ·• 

Cooperation in £!chcrioo oloo.got b!qh priority ~hen it ~ns 

dccid.cd of tor o v1o1t to Pel hi by ~euti t.io.n Fiohol!'ioa 

f'l1n1otor Rn.'d ~..toondur t"J.odun that lnd!n \'COUld provide an 

e?..port as well oa oachinery for tho fish•food procoso!ng, 

training f,ccilit1oo for the t1nur1t.1on peroonnel in ship 

hnndli%19 trore aloo egrt>cd upon. iurthor it 1:.100 d<tie1ded 

to explore Mechon1sat1on of OMinting fi5hing bo&ta in 

Hauri t1us pluo p:rov!l.ding marino ongineo. 

'X:'ho tteur1 tian Governr:Kmt al co ronCMed inv1 tatJ.on t.o 

InMon lndustriolint.o Md ·entccprenoura to sot up indus­

t.riea 1n t-lour1t1uso lt of£oro.4 eom:;>leto eoop~.ration in 

rncking c~ch vcnturoo o oueceoo. r~uritiun offered foci• 

litios including thct of t~-holidoy ranging f~n S to 

15 y·eoro tlnd nlco provide ccpit.al for its dovolop~ents 
1 rtlfl9lng from ~0 to SO por ec:nt of the totnl outlay. 



ln t4arch oc.:-no year ln&on M.tn1otor for Steal .an() t·U.noa. 

t"lr Chendraj1t l'Qdav, on ~urn from t1ouritiuo after the 

40th Convention of tho Lnbour 11 arty. said that l:tnuri t.1us 

wan exploring tho poosibi11tieo of oollcboration ~ith 

India in GQt.ting up pef;Or ~d st.eol rolling mills. Indio' o 

oooiotnnce ans aloo being cought for tho oxpons1on of 
a .. . 

o1oc:tr1c1ty ptogrommco. Hattevor, by 1977., lndien exporto 

to t-:suritius were so divers! ficd os to 1ne1udo engineering 

tJOOdo., iron end stool, transport or"Ui!)nent., roadyrnado 

garmcnt!J, t('l..xtile:J, t.extilo yomt threado. ort.lclos of 

rubber and pbor.::cc.eut:.icolth To otrcn::then and diversify 

lndo-f}nur1 tim'l bllatorcl cooperation, en cqrec:ncnt on 

ccono!l'\J.c. tochnico.l. eul t.urel eoopcrotion t:TClS concluded 

in 1976. l\tJ o corollary to th1a ogrccM(lnt, a Joint 

Com:niaoion t1no sot. up ~tween lndia !In(! f.l'.tlluritiua. Tho 

f1rat meeting of thio Jotnt Co~ionlon wao hold et New 

Dolhi 1n t4orch 1979. unaor an cgrov-r.ent o19fled on 4 

t~areh 1970, lnd1a further extended the com.'l\ercial ered1ts 

for the aupply of transport an<l hoovy ~ipment. Undor 

a s<..;pcrotc deal finalised lator thnt year on 23 Oet.obcr 

1979. Mauritiuo decided to l~ort 24,000 tonnea of rico 

fror:1 India of ~~~-a LongbOl& mc:11um variety .. 9 Aport from 

8 lbo, H&!l<'J\i tt:edrao), 0 f,~QJ:Ch 1976• 

9 :the 'r.i-t\oo .9!i lM,&,p, 24 October 1978. 
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tbcao secluded instancco of various occordn, thoro has 

prevni1od a unique continuity in lnoo-;,:aur1 tien t:rtldo 

relations,. resulting from tho £-ollot;r•up -notion aftor high 

lovel mtchangeo each tioe. tihilo thoro is no trade agree­

ment bot.woen the two countrioo, India hft!C ~on helping . . 
ueur!t1us in cconor.lic, technical nnd eultur&l £ields by 

d£b)ut1nu about 150 n."q)ort.o undor n bilotoral prograr.me by 

p.t'OVidin9 trninino and educational facilities in lndia 

for ~1ourit1an ne,t!onelo. As on 1 Januory 1982, thore t:rore 
-

six lndion joint ventures in oporotion or in the process 

of being oot. up. Th.e fields covorcd by joint. ventureo 

includo roc.dymf.ldo gnxmcnto. oteel rolling mill, Ciye1nq end 

&r<>ccsoing of textil~o41 oooCMbly end manufacture of pUJ'i;pO 

una construction of hotolo.10 l'ho third end latent visit 

by the ln&on Primo M1n1otor t.o t~eurit.iu.s (23•25 Auguat.) 

this year .. hQS open.etl up nev v1oteo ond ha$ ~ns14orobly 

brocdoncd tho nrnbit. of econo:~~,ic eooptlration between thooo 

two countr1co., In oou.rso of tolko, lndill ogroad to gi.vo 

c credit of Rs 100 million, apart. from thio it aloo agreed 

to help procooo u~ to 1, SOt 000 tonnea of crude 011 n year 

in Indian rcf1nories for r;sur1tiuao India eg~ to help 

I1aurit.iua in tho ma!ntcnoncc ~d occurity chocks of 
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o.lrarafto 1n t.ho field af civil eviction. it 'itno also 

agrQOd upon that lnd1o would twlp t•1eur1 tJ.us in setting \lil 

a otato trn41ng eorporation; a shipping COIP'Ol!'ttt1on and 

amall•acale indu.stdes~ lndia pror.:lisod to oend teomo of 

oxperto to t:1ourit.1us to help it in tho field of s-nell• 

scale induotrics and to oot up o ohipplng co~oration.11 

lt was eloo report-ed that tn<'lie tta;; to prov1de f.1na.."le1ol 

o.sGit')tancc for the purehc.se of some ohipa for the propooed 

ahippinq corporntion •. 12 ln<11a, dospJ. te finaneinl cona• 

t.rain.to* toolt th~ land in cnnouncing a humonitarian aid 

amounting to Ra 1 million for tho rolief of Illois people 

who were forcibly evicted from Piego Garcia Md dUmped 

into Mauritius erul 'ttho arc locding o mioorable 11 fo in 

Mauritius as rofugeos. 

l(eeping !n viw tho abOve progre!l'.rno tn tho econotnie 

interACtions between thoao two countries ~~d taking note 

of aome f1gurou pGrtotn1ng to btlotoral trnde~ we rooch 

some conclusions wnich are pertinent enough to morlt some 

analysis. Ovor · 1;1 period of oevon years lnao .. nauri tien 

biletorol tr&do greu more thon 7~; tloeo tn volumt'l from 

Rs 15 m1l11onn in 1070-71 to Roo, 111 millions .in 1976•77. 

11 lbitl., 2$ Auguot 19824 

12 tbl! Tol.ega;gn)l ( Cnlcutt.a) * 25 Auguot 1982 • 
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lndian wcports to t1nur1t1uo wero oven more hvrcosiva 

starting f~ a more ~a. t.13 e~ren 1n 1969•70 thoy went 

up to Ro. 3,89 croron 1n 1913-74. ln 1975-76 t.bey ctood at 

no 6. 78 o.rores .and \<tent up to Ro 2l ctaroo in the oar1y 

eightios. 

TADLG 1 

ltiDlA1 t.J SXPOUrU 10 !lf.UHITlUS 1976-80 
(value 1n million rupoco c.1.f.) 

u 
5 • ' 

0 U" t f!j f1 i1 . rr ·lffld't. 2 I LMth!!. tl!' . , , •;.• l*' • r • i 91 ! 

t f • • f.! a in Deetor • 1900 • 19?9 I 1979 t 19?1 • ' r • I t f • !If! tr _ 1 11 '"'a ' Jll' I ;It _I t 't I .. ' 1"' 

1. Food end live 
animals 125.9 64-oS 16o5 10.3 

2. lJtacbinary Md 041.9 32.3 23.9 16.2 
trcnoport. 

3. I-~1 oe,.f~\(lt~Uf cct.w:ed 019.,4 2G.7 33.0 20oS 
itc:ns 

4. t'1.anufactured goods 007o8 38.9 67tt5 42.9 
by met.eritllo 

j •• 1 ·-· • • 1916 • f 

• ., nn P 

10.2 

11.7 

19.9 

46,.9 

Souteol CR on Meuritiu$ 19Gl, High Commission of lndin1 

Port Louio. 

·,o··· 

'" 
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~huo ~rto witnessed on unprcecdontcd riao of ovor t~onty 

tir:~oo in volume. Tho arec uhich did not hoep up t.ho roco 

ttall o£ imports uhieh remained 11-:dted rnein~y to copren,found 
' 

aplonty 1n nnur1tiuo. This loo to a total import bill of 

nn incredible 7 lclth J:Upoeo only in 197<1•75. lnd1a; keeping 

in via-t, tho onormouo need for ougar irtporta in th1D country 

could have increased ita impo.rto by vureho.oinq :.ruger blt (. 

thera ia fl bitch t:hd.Cb hOG o11 tllOng 6ctorro6 it ftem doing 

co. 'rhe nwin on.:;:-ort oorketo ~or MtlU.rit1an wgor ero u.n.., 

Canada ond ths U;JJ\c~ who havo fixed. (!UOteo for import of 

oug~ fr.o:n this country., They clso purchaoe tho byproduct..o 

of augar i.e. molasses and bcgnovo ot proforcnt1ol tnriffs 

l'Jhieh "'10uld sir.tply defy any ceono~io logic in Indio, givon 

the fnct that t-10 do not need to i!J?Ort n:olass:es ana begooao 

nt nll end tho sugnr too 1a prouuerd et o chea&or cost in 

l.ndio 1toolf. In tho calendar ycnr 1915. for oxmnplo1 

tho overall prico of cugar purchasoa by tho us wao fixed 

at c. 260 per lon<J ton for bulk rot1 su9ar. 

From tho eoovo eJt!)O!J1 tion t~JC eon eaoily aiscarn 

that if aid uao not to bo counted. tho ccononlc o.cti vi ty 

llt'tt-~eon lnG1o ond nnur! t1uo waa d:ce!dodly 1n fnvour of 

tho former. aut then 1nd1o hno bOcn very generous in ito 

citl to t1aur1t1us
1
1n t.!vitc of its ll1n!tcd copital baso 

it hao "provided aoai.:;tonco to .aavelop1ng countries. 

&colden, 1t hno given oizeeblo qrtmt.s to ito noighbouro., 



But then another qucot.ion thet oriaoa 1a why lndin so 

vtgotouoly pursues econottJ.e rolttt1ooo ;;1ith f1Quritlue "zhon 

it is not a paying propooltlon on tho foca of iti Ooos it 

not go agi:inat our nntioncl 1ntcro$t01 The tmower eun be 

yen and no ooth. aut . .tf t1o are to ooc the sene in brooder 

contr.ut:t., wo would f1n4 that. it iG not ago1not our nntiorual 

1ntcrcnt. "It. in en ole:r:ont.ary principlE:! of the scicnco 

of 1nt.crnot1onol rclctiono thot tha old giving stntos act 

largely 1n tho1r own 1ntereoto and tho Giving of aiu fo.r 

other reasona. as ·B-"l ominc~nt. authority on foreign oidtt 

Cdt~nr(] o. t·~ason hos rightly pointed out, constitutes t.h~ 

EUtccption rother t.hon tho rulot'l, 14 en<l koop1ng the above 

idem~ tn vle:.i .it follows from tho poll tieol nature of 

foreign aid that it io not a ncicnce but en ort., The 

art rc~u1res by wcy of mcntol prGd1spooit1on a political 

acnoJ.tivity to tM 1ntor-trclot1onsh1p cmong tho facts 

present. snd i!utus:e end endo and moons.15 and this 

15 

Sumitro Chizthi. "Inttio' o Foroion economic Policy ... 
!wmnSitl.nfl!.AJ~t,dJ,srt (ilc.t_ Oolhi),. vol.t"'. noo.3-4. 
p.430 .. 

J ~ Bcnd.hopedhycy, ~hPI!Jo!S!ng eE; ~1J1in' n Fsu.;:o.ign 
fpJis:wt (Ueu Dclhit "\l icd• 19GO u p,.G6. 

Borgcnthou., U.J' •t in l·!clellc.n, Olcon,. .. Jondcrmcnn., 
c.tto., Ih~. !Pl§ .• ~Jr4.l.G&1s,n,n.Ji XntQmnttAAaJ. R9!et1gnp 
U-1et~ Delhi& Prentice Holl India, 1977 , P•26S• 
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1ntcrrolat1onsh1p in lndif.l' s coco provides. tho 1J.nlt·~·:."'Jo 
L 

l.mtt.;.o.e~n tho polieice1 almo and economic .inotJ:Ut"nSnt:s,\ t1hich 
I~ • 

td.ll facilitate tho undernt..:.nding of th.in phonom~n~ \I~,.a·''l:J 
' '\. ' ·, 

keon poli t1co1 interest ot.c:nds cxeTipllfi·cd by the previous·:. 
\ 

<:hoptE':r on- Indo-r1aur!tion intornctions. Siru::o both o.f theso 

countries do not profeao ;;my opceifie predilection for 

oj'politicol ideology. tho only vieblo platform that. cGn 

generate cloocnooo io that o! e~ncmie ~verotion. 1:h1nk-

1ng of pr.lld.mity on tho bas1a of ethnic .t:OOts in the twon• 

tieth century~ on the face of hungor# under•developnont 
in 

ond poverty ~uld bo livingla fooltq parnc11oe. Co1nc1don• 

tally, I~curitiua hoppons to bo srr.al.l stetc t:rith oqually 

~-;r;'!all needs 1n any <!omain of ooclo-economio Qr poli tlco­

culturnl activity.. 11\ia, given ln(l!,, 'o vc::t eomporu.tivo 

roaourccs, mo·.co 1 t er:.aicr for Xndill to afford the luxury 

o£ cultiv~ting ttaur1tiuo in a big 't:1tlY• 1n11o can t.oko c 

flott~rin~ dol1ght of being a groct donor by p~v1ding 

eo 11 ttlc -o.s i{O 10 ororeo. uhich, in intornotJ.oncl terms, 

1a ju:;t inolgnificc..nt. A rolief of l~s. 10 l&Jtho for 

•Illoi.o' rcf1.19eoo 1n M~luritiuo ~l<l suffice only to C!lieit 

a dindo1n£ul cb!t;ger oloeth~ro in tbls tmrld~ soy, A.Bghon 

rofugooo in Pokiatan or Palcotiniens in Libyo. aut tho 

impact of the snrae 1n HQuri tiuo had bQ('n ovct"trhelmtng,. 

nut thon tho ouostion orloea th&t it 1a oquclly eesy £or 
other countrios also to cult1vato close relations with 

' 
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Mauritius. ~shy don't they succeed? lt is heJ:>o tl'u:tt the 

othnic: factor comes in the vimt. The only plausible logic 

thnt provo1la 1a thot due to etnno-eultura1 affinity the 

Mauri t.1ontJ prefer tO turn to India for hcl.p 1notof.ld of mo~t:. 

other •totally• alien nations. 

Since tho view that preaorvotion of oxtcrnol sov-ereign• 

ty J.n ·t.hCJ QOntext of heavy dependence on foreign aid demands 

tho d1versif1.cetion of the sourco::J of fOreign oJ.d is not. 

seen to be applied by tho t~auri tinn S!oroign policy 4eci aion­

mckers, 1 t ~ultl be unjuot to nay that in thts patt1culac­

oren ethnic factor is one only of pmr1pllcrnl intort1.ot bUt 

novortholose it. cannot bo tlon1od that it io not tho pcimary 

fcc:tor oi.ther. Ha<l 1 t. been no, south r~frica ~10uld not heve 

provided for 11.6 per cent of ita ir.porto: would not hnve 

oeeupi.ed st.cond placo after UK 1n respect. of OlJPOrt.s from 

r:tourit.ius. lt. indicates ones moro thtlt political relntiono 

aro not bnl.lt. pr1mor1ly end ontiroly lott hiotortcal or 

othnic osaoc1nt1ons; geopolitics and not1onol interents 

certainly hovo their over-wooning weight and demanas. 

It can ~ conr:luded in a £-orthright manner that 

tredo t'lith Milurltius 1s not e v1cbl.o economic activity 

for Inaio, it io only continuing bocouae of its lot,ent 

linkago t1lth political and otrot.og1c 1nteroste. Tho trede, 

if biloteral and oubstontio.l, con elono bo QUalified 1n 

gcnoroJl tonns &s e vinblo ccononie int..orcourso betwoen any 
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two eountrics. The praet.ice hoo 1 t thet unilateral end 

smell trado ia rr.oro often than not politically nctivatea • 

.t4eud. t1an capac1 ty to export commodities to India is res­

tricted to corpo and suge.r· of tthieh the latter is produced 

in Indio at tho Dcmn. if not choapor eoatg es regords copra 

tho co;.ecity to aboorb ia circur.scribed by the f1.1ct t.bat. 

lndia con rt'lOOt rost of it.e demon(! by 1ts 0\tn produce. The 

erguma1t thot. J.:aurl ti.ua hns at.tnined tho capaaity to export, 

consumer qoods end rnsdyrnede elothos due to 1 t.s constant.. 

encouragement to eotablishing tho t:xport Procossinq 2onos 

(LPZ) .i.s oll'lO not vary eppealin9 bccnuoe those commodit.ics 

nrc not co:tpct!tive ooth 1n price end quality, giv"n. the 
absence of rat.; materials in tho ioland nation and global 

diff1cultioo in restricted technology transfer-e. t~od to 

this the coot of trans:~ort.c.tion leavcr; them olrrost. w1 thout 

ony buyero. ln tho px::oscnt. tirn.e no woll cs 1n .not too 

d1ntent o future. at lcaat 1 t seems there would nover bel 

cny co~arioon bet\"rcon t-'lauritius and Singapore.. 1{f¥!P1ng 

in v1Gw the lattor•a irnmenac cspacity to ~rt, thio is 

so because it occupies a very uniaue geographical position 

on tho mnp., lts ~-opulet.ion eor.;pr1oos rna.inl.y of hardworlt:intt 

Chinese iG~ugrant.n ond that thcro is no ul ternntive for 

any other thing,. lilt~ .ngricul ture# bUt t.ha export-oriented 

offici~nt industries m1d lost bu~ not tho least its asso~ 

c:intion with ono of t.ht.t important. econornt.c and pol1t.iesl 

grouping$ i.o. AS£1\t~. 
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On tho import nl<to. t·~Jeurit-1un, duo to 1to C."nal1 size 

end· population, 1s not lucrntiVGI 1t eon at. bost bo an in- . 

oignificont icvortar of only o feu itc:na that t.nd1o offers. 

end then thoro too Indio has superior o::>mpcti tors like Englcnd 

{qualitywiae) end SOuth Africa (pricat1so}., 

tWN 'l'fW,.DltlG I?Af~nH.;~G Of f'J:t.URITIUS 
(I~rt Figurco in u.o.$ m1ll1on} 

I I f.IU I I J - , tJ "1 a·tl • 
: us 
• t 

• )'.. .. . .. .,. * ~~'-""' t nt.lG"r- , J: ron- t ~: ~~ 

• aliG :eo : 
: tr.t 
• • • 

: IJ.Afri-: :tnd.le 
:co : 

t . . ' ' t - .. • .... . f• f I" U ··1 ' 16 li • jJ&.MlFPa1 .... 1WP 

1914 ts,s 1.e.6 

1.915 16.8 20.0 

1976 11o2 

1971 11o3 23.6 

19?B 16oS 27o5 

1919 23.5 29.0 

1990 22.2 32:.6 

23.~ 19o5 44.6 29o4 

28.5 22.1 5G.3 32.1 

54.9 20~ 1 "U:I.2 5So4 

53.2 20.9 76.7 76,.9 

62~8 22o0 69.2 94 • .5 

13e:J 

14o4 

20,.8 

27.1 

30.1 

' : PRC 
• • t 
I 

9o2 

10.2 

11.7 

s.s 
10.1 

Source' 01rcction of Trade ~totJ.o.tic:G Yaar:boolts. 1981,. liclF 
Report from lb9 F&a:uansanl,. Ursa tttw Dolhil. 21 
Auquot 1982. 

· ut rt 

l!l 1 • 
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However. ac5pito vohcrncntly o~~ing around the ideo 

that o<:onomic tios with t-tour1t.1ua are not very viable. it 

has batm oecoptcd that both t.rado and eJ.d servo as et.tolysts 

in buttrcsning our polltieol objoct:1vaa in. gontJr&l and hcnco 

cnomolico that have bedivellod thoce oeonom1c ro1ot1onn are 

also to bO pOinted out. .Since thono ono:noliea defeot the 

vory purposo of tho lioorol t.crrr.::J, wo ore offer~ng an4 

ora thus doubly hemful. For oxamplo, 1t t~ t::uo that Indio 

hod in 1972 of fore:! to the oovarn.-,ont of naur1 tius a loon 

of xo. 32.1 million and pror.tiocxl nnothcr sum of Rs.10,.1 

million in gre11to. Uut# ~milo ;~ouritiuo hardly touched 

tho loen, tho gtent too uoa only partially uccd. Why woo 

it oo? .it io beccuso of tho otfiff conditions thet.rlnd1o 

normally &A?liea to ita loons and in a situation where 

otrnt.cg1colly s1gn1f1cant t!lcuri ius could get. n;.eny others' 

offering old at fuuch liberal toms., it 1s quito natur~ 

for 1 t not to touch 1 t. Tho Chinese opprooch dopiot.od 

fro!n tho followintr incident may do woll to QU1d.e Indio's 

foreign economic policy <lec1a1on-tl"o:kero. Chine offered 

o hondcomc lonn of f.;.s. 170 million. tt! th no intcl'oot, 

£or tho building of on nirport., ~:ben a t-lc:.uritinn flinister 

ool::dl tho Chincoc locd.are, it' they could invite In<Ucn 

experts to build tho nirport, they moot. grnetoualy told 

h1r.l that. it. ttoo £or t'la\tritius to Cloe1c1o \ihich eltpcrto to 

to employ,. "Tho Chinono do r:10t caro t-~het you do w1th 
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theS.r money. Thoi:r social vel\tQO aro not for enport when 

the Chinese foretgn policy is involved., •16 

Another ~htng is tho overlooking of various areas 

whoro fruitful and mutually beneficial cooperation ~en 

tu::ud.ly flourish. ln opite of a latgo nma classified as 

forcl!ltn, tlnuri tiua bao to ii!U)ort. about 16 pe.r cent of 1u 

req:uircmentn of \~ from o~or countries., mein1y eurms 

and Moleysio. £v-on way back ln 19'1<\. tho ·lmport bill of 

ouch products wee. Ro 35 m1111on. lnd1e. ti1th abUndant 

foreot. rer,ourcE'.n could do vcll to bocottte e reliable supplio.r: 

lristeoo. of Gur.nEl or r•ial.eysle trhioh oro not cnly far: off but. 

are also otherwise 1noign1£lccnt troding p~ere of 

Cooperation in tho domoins of f1oher1es t.s &l$0 an 

uopE;ct. which requires o groct.er emphasis <lue to it.s signt• 

f1canec to both tho countrieo w1 th e.n elmost unchecltcd 

grouth of population. In~ie is in o dire naeQsnity to t~ 

sec•·feod resources ond. J. ta· gr.f.K'luel penetration tn, de$p• 
. . . 

see fishing oporat.iono !c quite ~1un1f1eont.. ln ttnurittun, 

during 19'7~. the t.otcl. conoumption of fish t-tao appJ:Oximately 
/ 

9500 tons out of whieb 4300 tons wore J.,mported from othor 

eountr1oa. . The ennucl cot.eh from legoons h~d dropped from 

3000.tons in the sixt.1on to 2000 t!.>nO dUring the l.ast fol1 
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y(lars due to over-cxplol tation. Since the prospects for 

increased production from lQgOOns mel offshore (! •. e. juot 

outside. the teofs around the l&lond) fiGhcriOS are limited., 

the bulk of their future noods too will have to coma fro:n 

doep,. ooao. Enhanced eooporat.ion in this domain: w1 th Msuri• 

tius providing be~~ing ond curing fae111tieo to Xndian 

trm-~l.foro ana fish, respocUvoly and India shoring f.rt'Xtl 

tho potent.ielly· ~rmous cet.chos could be a t.."Pecimen of 

ouporbly b-..:::nefic!al bllatorel cooperation. 

CoQporot1on. on these linea would also do woll t:o 

rcdreoo the lopsid~o::J of eeono:~ic tranoeet1orm between 

theoo two ne;tt-shore neighbour1Jo 



lndta•a interosto in promoting batter end fr~tQrnel . 
relntiono t1.lth countries with sizcoblo number of people of 

Indian origin ~uld only-crroncouely bo traced to ohoer 

sentimental! t.y. h'ven. 1n aueh coseo tho primary .tn:pulse !a 

the existence or c prohob111 ty of exintonco of a convergence 

in 1t:!.oes revolving round.the putative notional aolf•intoreats 

of the countries in question. The faet moy not go unnotic~d 

ovon to n easuel observer ~~at territorial end strategic 

conccarno hnvo led to the dovelo:p::1ent of n policy tn lndlo 

giving greater attention to countrioo which lio closer to it.. 

Duo to diotnnc~ us well as logo atratag!c locntion, people of 

Indian origin in Surtncm mey not get t.ho ·acme rcoponsc os do 

the t:auritiane. Though it io agre@d on oll hands that cul­

turo.ll.y a.o· wc:ll eo trntl1tionolly lnd1ans in that 1\rnerican 

country aro closer to India than tho t4our1t1ans. The upshot 

of tha obove ex&~ple is that convergence of .intorosts or 

perceptions appurtanont thero-to is whnt apurs the activity 

ot tho 1ntornat1on.-1 level. 'Interest• 1s undoubtedly n 

torrn of wiClc r.am1f1cat1ons which cl.so inoorporotoo the p-oll• 

t.icol GO wcl.l CS Strot~iC interests Ond J. t ia tbeae \'th1Ch 

ore the r.1&1n planl'a of ann1yo1s presently. 

Taking f.i.rst1 the polit1cel foctor·a. wo find that 

I~~e has eltr~st no political 1ntorent in pursuance of 

rolotionn with ttour1tiuu., if •political intercnt• is construed 

14 
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1n tho nerrou oansG of nctiona.l politics. Hardly hao the 

asnuranco of ctrong lndo-t-tau:ri tian. relut!ono J:>ocn part of 

.ony lndion politJ.ccl porty• s election mani~oDto or hardly 

the g-enercl trtlnds ln l nao ... t1curi ticm r<:'latJ.ons hove evoked 

MY unfevourablo or favourcblc roeponoe from :tndian tody• 

politico But t11th Houritiuo it ia. Gif:l!crent. The majQrit.y 

chnrnctor of lndiono. both IUndutl end f;:Oolcr.u;:, has always 

mode i.t on inov1tob1e part of politieol Ct'1'!9Et1gnln~b al-beit 

tcngontielly to t.nlk ooout grand1ooo achf!:l:::oa to bc!ne£1t 

pooplo of IntUan origin· end, for e t<1nry ot.Jserver~; i:rnpliclt 

rofor<·neos to better :tnao-.t:euritimn ~1oo oro not difficult 

to t.rileo. Juno elcctiono1 may ucll bo o cese in point. 

I nd1o' o unqualified support to Dlr seawooooqar Rangoolamf s 

govornmcnt end it.!l policies nos naver been oeer-ot. bUt evon. 

then wen o totally rnd1cel party ttouvomont. n.t.li tant 

nour1 t.ieicnno h:! .h) profos!!iruJ t.o purouo juot the oppooi to 

,polJ.c1oo of t.ho ornt.whilo labour govcmnent. of r.~oola:t) 

ca~o to po'tlor •. 1t did not o~l::o eny tklGy in trnnnro.lttino 

its favourable. ovcrtures2 to Indio. 1 t tX>uld b3 only too 

1 :acct.ions 't!Ore held on 11 Juno 19G2 in t1h1ch LabOur 
c::otlll tion .heeded by Dir .u. li.n:ngoolnm wcs rout<.d and 
c.:--1:-..-:i.;~-1 nllJ.ancc;t t1Qn nearly oll scats. 

2 Kr: Pcul. Oerangor, tho ( 37 ynoro old) ;Jeerataey Oenorol 
of ::;;.; and koy figuro in t;1curJ.t1ua oftirmed that ho 
t'IOUld not do ~ythinq to 1r.:;,oir tho cxtrc:r~cly frionaly 
rolat1ono ootwoen his country and lntl1o. l~r Jugnauth, 
tho Prcmior* announced thot his first visit abroau will 
bo to ,!.ooia t:r~mt;n_o,r lnd.iJJ• 16 Juno 1982} • ~.:orcovcr. 
lofti~t govornn~nt in vort LoUio barely thrco day$ 
ofter naauming: pot1er extended invitation to lntlian 
~ rioo tlini~tor to vioit t!Gur.it.i.uo. Ite2n og 1m;11g, 
20 .7une 1982. · 



noivo to saa~;ch t.recos of sentimentality in tbese over• 

turoo. 1-n pract.1c:e, tnn1nt.n1ning clooo nnd frien.tlly tics 

with lnd.ltt ts e pragmatic naecoo1ty for any pelittcnl. 

party in tlaurit:lus, ,primarily tx-cauoo a_lnoot oll pr.u:tios .. . 

havo oizooble m.~bor of people of lndian origin in their 

rcnka ana also th~ fact that auch efforts inn~vertontly 

olicit supr,ort from population of lndinn origin cutting 

acroos politiccl l.inos. Hot<to·-.er. (JU!to tho opposite on 

quoutiono of f3tratcgy ... rrJ.l1 tnry, defence and poe.eo - we 

find nn ovenrhelming similarity in pcrecz>tiono. It iG 

thie rocl.procity that mnkeo th!o o.spoct. of interaction 

Lilatorelly iqportGnt and it 1o the ~leterol choreetor 

o~ ttlic eopact vhieh ttill bo Mscuosc<l in the prooont pn.rt. 

at length. li'oJ: our purponos of onolysio tte t-1111. first 

J 4iocunn Mauri tion poli tico-stroteulc pc:..;c.:cyt1onn1 then 

the Indi.an perer:~:}tions ond lat~r the pointo of: accord in 

thouc pt reeptions. 

KeopJ.ng in ViGi:-1. tho grot-1ing Cltplo.oivcncos in world 

o:t"der and tho enhanced dootrueti.vcnoos of wars- an ~i· 

t1onal strGos hoo boen laid on tho poli.tico-strntegic 

f~ctor in bilotorel or multilatorol intornetionol bche• 

viour, of which idea of n.otionol oocurity 1o but a lcgicol 

corrollaey. The objective of a f..>rcign policy hao now 

gr~duclly tended to foeus eround polJ.tico-stratogic as 

woll es cconorn1e faeto.r!l~P But this aooartion in no way 
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impinges upon the trad1 tionol theory of goals and objoc• 

t1vos of foreign policy, which we ohell prooontly discuss. 

In our an-clytienl £rr:mawotk, roaourcc-ttioo# t'louri tiun S.s 

o very week power t-Jhose v1ob1lity may ito('lll~ come in 

ruootion onve for the continuing faith of nations in inter­

notional mornlity. On the othOr hond lnd!o is a mojor 

polter with lor-go popul.ntlon, industrial infrastructure 

nnd minornl rotontinlo. 1< • .:;. liolsti hoa div1dod foreign 

policy objoct..i.ves on c thr:qta tier beoio. 3 F&lll!:• the "core" 

v oluon ona interests, to which govorn."!lattG end nntions f..'"Om.~ t 

their very oxiatenco and thnt must bo prooervoo or extended 

et nll ti~s. ?hcse Qeore" !ntcrc3tO and valueo ar~ most 

froqucntly related to th~ sclE·prooervation of a political 

unit1 t.ho.,o are celled Dhort-rango objectives boeauoe 

other gotlla obViously Ct'"MOt. be cchicvod. unloso t.ho poli• 

tical un1to purouing tham ~~intoin their o~n oxiotence. 

P.nss~.~, tho middle range goolo tihich non"mlly 1mpoao 

dornnncln on oevcrol oth,or ototcs u1 th carious corr.:n1 tment 

to t.!lo1r achicve.;,ent. and o t.ir!!P 11m1 t fi::.ed cltmit. loosely. 

These ineludo att<mtPto ot economic bctt1 ·rment.., onhonoement 

of prcotigo and ~111 to ottt~~t a self-extension ~hicb in 
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ncut.f!l o~gee is eollcd L":\porioliom, ond the Sb!m J.s tho 

uni vcrsol long rnn.qo goals tth1ch seldom bavo tlofin! t.o 

timo 1.!::-,1 tt) for attoin;acnt. Choco go.olo include oll those 

_plcno1 dto~mo, and vi~ionc concerning tho ult.imato pol1t1-

eal or ideological orqanisation of tho internctionol syotom. 

'l'he ch1ci? d! ffercnoa bot\:';oon thcne Md r.:cdiun rengo got~ls 

in that in the forr.-tOr st.ateo normnlly r.1cko un1voronl · 

demcndo ond in tho latter stotoo reakc particular dfr.'l}O."ld.o 

cg-r:inat part!culo.r states. The logic tliot undorqirdo 

thi$ ~hole formulation 1mp11citly in the c~?~b111ty of 

etc.tca in tho 1nt.ornotionol oyc.rt.cz~t, Tho ascu.~tion lo 

not diCf!cult to arrive nt tnot only tho rnoro ccpnblo 

otut.C:) con pursue mid.dlo range objoetivea and otill rrore 

tho long ra.."'lgo onon. '"''be upohot io thnt for most of tho 

wcnkor ototen tho objective of foreign 90liey io limited 

to ~o coro objective of national survival &lone. Koeping 

in viO\:J tho copcbilitioo of ::ourit1ua, t~e can sny ~'lot 

tho only objectives t.hat oho can properly purauc tlrfl tho~a 

of notional ourvivtll. ror India, though eoro object1voo 

nro impcroti ve, there nro tho lofty nic1dlo rongo or 

mct1itt.'h objcctivoa too l!:lhich oro to be tclten not() of. 

u ctional aurvi val 13 externally bo&c4 on national socuri ty 

t1hich rovolvca round on C..."'tPCrtly on&lyo1s. aontin·unlly 

updatod~ of tho pol1t1co-strecegic factors. lndio'o 

objoctivoo in this sphcro eon (!Uit.o rGaoond.lly bo defensive 



liko Mnurtt1uo and also offeno1ve bccauoo ccpab!lit:y 

oncblos it to be so. Being e medi~~ range powor, enhance­

ment of prest.i.go is bUt ono of 1 tv goolo.. The obOvo ena• 

lyoio rnakoa elear tho difference botttccn Indio's and 

.hcuritie.n perception of ttiJional palitieo-ot.rat.eqic foetor. 

Sy plccing Naurit.ius, in the preoent. C."lalys!o in a group 

of powe~s whO justify their viability only on 9rounds ot 

tho1r constont prcoecupction with nctional survival docs 

in no \"'ay moen that the lot of that country 1o o pitiable 

one end that it ha& no pooitive contribution to make to 

the world. ln feet tho Foreign .Vllniotor of Austria ex• 

plclnod wit.h. deftnos!l tho role of nnall eountrios t-1hon 

ho ooid ..... '"lt ia t~ithin the eo~otcncc of even the smnll• 

cot ototo to 1ntroauco conflict end unrcot into tho cornrnu• 

n1ty of noUonn, thuo provoking ~root pot.,cro to toke Up 

n pos1 tiono Often enough uo hove been tti tneoseo ()f sueh 

caculctione, ~hich beginning os loecl quarrels, su~1enly 

bocamo t::arlcl c.r:isoo. On the othor hond a small country 

con 1n1tieto tho opposito offect end strive for ealm 

rolnt1ona# cvoid!ng anything which can induce the oroot 

po .. nu·a to toko up a position. lt thereby makeo o po31tive 

con~ribution tlhidh, just no something nogntivo produceD 

continuing bw of!acto, g1vos r!.so by the power of exer::plo 



Anything port.nlntnq to tlioturboneo 1n tho lnd1an Oc:oen, 

Ooet Afrtcn,. Porsietl Gulf or tho SOuth £not. Asia 1D of eornmon 

concom to IndJ..c end Mauri tiuoo '.t1w troublo An Xnd!en Oqeon 

or Gou.th Eeat. Afdcn may pl.aco tho very cmiatence of l~auritius 

in jcopnrdy. Tho oru."10 way troubloa in Vcroion Gulf or SOuth 

tnot Asic plua tho J.ndicn Ocoon may become projud1c1n1 to 

Xndion intorcs~o both otrotogtc ond ~oono~!e and heneo tho 

tloop understanding on tho 1oonco pert.oinino thereto. 1-oport 

from complc:::entery pcreoptiona, thoro is co:-nothing oven 
4eapor boe~uso lndin 1a tho only regiOnal p0\1Qr which hElD 

tho ouppoaoo capcb111 t.y to truto on prot:'.!ncnt and protect! ve 

.rolo in tho Indl.an Oceo.n orca# though ~oro is Austro.lla 

nl$0 but Cluo to ethnic faet:ot'o Xndio olono con bet the oo1n 

prop to r,~our1 t1an cccut-1 ty in ~o futuro. Conversely,. 
r 

keeping 1n vice ~ho otratcg1c loccuon of ;itouritiua, India 

porcoivoa that if l'leur1tiun tcltOO Q roo:t.onol OtOnd• MY 

naval forco from ony globol potter would E1ncl it difficult 

to rm1nt.o1n o permanent amt cor 1fortablo orroaenco in. tho 

Indio.n Ocoon. Horcovcr4t t,1nuri uuo ~ may evan offer 
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help to Iodin to &> a oort. of policing 1n the oc:ocn aroa 

\1hieh would edd grootlt to the prest1tto of tbls country .• 

this hypothcaio io not an entirely fancifUl dream of policy 

mtJkoro because thore oldsts o procedont. Pr ~1c::1l., tth1lo 

visiting !'ohron in December 1972 offerca to allot1 lre.n have 

port or nnvol facili tles, 5 o cuphanisn for beeon-. Althou9h 

t1ouritiu!l was ::oluet.ent in allot11ng Big Powers to h&'V'e 

r.1ilitery baoco on tho !oland,. it dcelcrcd 1t would woleome 

euch a roq\l(!ttlt from Iro.no It is t10rth mcrttioning t.hot 1ren 

ot. that t1mo wos cn9ng~ in an n.r:lb1 tioua progrer::te of naval 

o:~oncd.on. Uot7ovor, now it lo India t.Jhlch is eZtpandJ.ng 

its navi. ~olitico-otrotogic ~1lnkinq enpcc!ally in proe­

t1cal terms is in feet not t.hot oi:~'l!"lo on pure theory won.1d 

hove it. Tho eonclusions oro apec1fict:.lly prone to moo 
.. 

flc.,.;n of which the m:.>Ct im~ortont. 1o that strntegie nece-

us1t1es., as perceived end crt!culot.od are more oft.cn than 

not rntionnli sod versions o~ otrotcgic ~bi tiona· tlhieh, 

1f perouod mot1culoumly ond G!)Odeicticnlly mGY woll 

str!ko et the very ~t of tho coneC'!)ttl of reg1ono1 pccco 

and security. Tho second flaw io the absence of ulet'!d 

~:r.cchnniSfil" speaking !n ton::o of eommun!cationo t.tux>ry. 

Looo .lo tho ability to Get in reoponoo to forc-caoto of 

future conot:X}uenees ( ao when ono sir:u:; ohoed of a ooving 
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object). If a moving objoct 1s tho t.nrgoi! ... it. may bo en 

oirplcn$ or a flying pfl910n • tho orot. io aimed not &t tho 

CblOt Hhot:o tho moving object io ot o portieul&r Umc, b.1t 

whcro .it io 11koly to bO at tho ~ when the bUllot reacheD 

1 t. 6 An a£f1c1ont prodiettvo proccse 1o thuo a c:o~llS.ng 
nocesaity. Tho polit!co-otrGtegie a1tuotion 1~ oloo a 

changing pncnomt'no. ona henco thio oxo.~la is q\i1t.o rola­

vont. wuito often the olnboratc pnlitieo-ntretegi.e (!Qeioion,;,. 

~~ing procooo lo ~rc(t; of thio cfr!eiont prc&.etivc tool 

~1!Ch r::okcs oono1b1y laboured dceioiono go m<1ey. ~a only 

t:Juy out of thooo prc.d!c~nto ~o an e.nelycio booed on tl·ur.te. 

ir.l!rOrtant plcnko t .• e. Ar..rl.~ tho os-cc::Jc:~:iCnt of latest otljcc­

t:lvo o1tuot.iont .n£FO~, tho cu~jt:ctivc asooe.cr;tent of threat 

porcc!)t.iono: ond ~£9, oa:totm:<cnt of individuol ru:~t!on• n 

o~n strntosic copabiliticc. ~no ouovo throe criteria havo 

been tho boule dotom1nont.o of 1 nd!oo and t•lnuri tian percep­

tions. 

1t woula bO un~coa1blo to go into ovory oinor dotoil 

in thio onolyoi:> as !t. t.-ould ,,1ol~o lt. unv1oldy end hepo­

laosly (,.:~f.{tnnivo, .,.'\n oftort thu.o would be roo.do to 11r.11t 

tho otud.y to lnd1an ocae:1 o.o a caec in point and thal\!1 
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brtof onalysie of boho.vi.our ot. mult.ilotoral £-ox-a 11ko the 

OAU tmd u.r~.o. to anolyao po11~1eo1 ootJ.vot!onn bdhtnd 

lndo-t:ouritinn undorot.cndingo 

Tho aron rthich in tho roc:cnt timon hnn eorno to osoutne 

;rent otratoglc a1Qnlf1eence ond on wh!cb thoro ls a o11gh~ 

convcrgonce of vim1s bott:o<m India ond. i'iC~.Uri tiuo io tha 

lntl.lm Oceo.n Vhich rm gcog"rapnic ont.ity io o nobulouo ldoo 

t~1 th a hoot of contentious op1n1ono on any oopect of 1 t, 

be it tho cnte.nt, tt"lo c:laoo1f1eot1on of 11ttor&1 ota~oo 

or tho ou!).voooo o~looiv<mcoa o! tho ottuetion ar1o1ng 

out of unrestrained ; 'l!:U.tet1onuon. Inaiv1duolly7 lntl1e' o 

c=nnoxion eo uoll oo intorost in lnd1an Oecnn antcdntea 

oll the £'1urry of cont.c:nporary crul r..cdiovnl oeot..n1e and nn-

vigatlonnl activity vhich han 

ll1t.h it of lnto. .,Almoot one thout)onll yeero eq:>~ when 

tho i JOnotopn ~ire t.'IOO £lour1oh1ng on tho prosent terri• 

tory of ~ir.~'fc ond ;:ona:-:J>iquc. lndlon ohipv corrica from 

thoro not. only iron but oleo pity lt"Otl t1hich wno later 
,. 

o=nol t<Xl into stool end brought to tho t!!ddle ~aot. tn 

Intiion nnd Arab oh1po tJha.r<~ tho fc.~uci NttW.slt ot-~r:da 

vcrc medo out of it. ttith tho holp of t1h1eh .f~robs dxovo 

Culture nnd t1cvolopr.1ent•triuo lntlio.."l~ tJOre tho 
only maritino ~.at:rcr tVnrt ~r.oo tho Arabs in the 
early h.iotoeyo 



at1oy the crueadorn from Paleot!no in t.llo 12th c:anturv-.9 

.l.nd.1Gl\ OcoM oren eompriooo the thira lnrgoat toay of 

\1oters. Its northern pert. 1o <l1vlddl mughly into tt10 

by :tndien peninou1a• ~aotwordo1 t'k)lcc:co ~tt"oite oftar 

1 t .:nn outlot. .t.n 3outh China soe. . t1hereon in the t'lont;,. 

thoro 1a the Arobicn oan* through tm.lch t.~~:eeoo 1o avnil• 

able t.c tho Rea Soe. Stroi t .of tbrmu~ of£ortis 1t o l!n'k 

uit..h the Pora1an Gulf. 

Tho Indian Ocean lo l't).;)J:'O thon 6500 mles long-

(North to South} ona ap;;rommatcly GOOO miloe in broedt.h 

(·loot to l:.!ast.) covering not1r i.'lbout 20(16 per cont. of tho 

totnl ococm.ic tu:e~ of tho uorld. lt io 13~000 £cot. 4cep -

which melteo 1 t docpor tht:ln tho Atlantic;!) Tho uni(3nenot:Jo 

Ol::Out it ccntroa round tho feet that it lo more o~ loss 

a l.ondl.oclted ocean having .o lnn6:nQ!Ja oo roof!, n o1tuotion 

tfhich io C-ound tte1 thor 1n tho Atl.ont.ic nor ln tho Peclf!o. 9 

The prooioe dofln1t1on of th1o ocoon hoc been quite e 

debo.tca topic ooth !noide end out.o!oo tho tn>rla ~ but 

wo rnoy • for tho onko of oonvcn1onco,. ae(!Uiooeo ln ~ viett 

put forth by o:.nperts apr..ointctl 1n 1974 by t.ho Secretory 

Oonorol. of tho Unitcti Uationo aboU~ the cU..monoiono of the 

9 

Gotto i.)ondnrovalty, "l?roblcmn of Vcoco mc!i Docurity 
in tho Region of tho indion Ocoon•, ~t r~ 
(Oolh1> .. vol.17, 1900, oo.S?, p.,4S. ~~3 pope-t 
t1oo pr.osootcd at. tho vc."l!ntu::- held undor tho jo!.nt: 
ousp1cc:1 of 3ov1ot-1ndlcn Yr!o."'ldahtp Soe1oty and 
Indo•Gov1ot. Cultural t..i0c1o.ty, 'l'bil.tcl., tJovcrrbOr, 1900. 

tc.,v •. t.aora•~f·.f'S., f9&: .. uf1' ,tnw'"o""oanl,, qz:ll!BE .. .&D-;thf.l 
Iptt1oo .• Pt1P..OJl ~..'0\1 Dclh ' I\ll1cd 1-'ubli.ohcrn, 1017 .p.2. 
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Ocom.10 Ao tho northern front1e.ro of tbo ocoon .ore 

1ncont::ovort!bly cot otat .bceaueo of tho nortbom lendnlaoo, 

tho OJ!tPCt't opJ.nton ettor.tptod to ldcntJ.fy tho .t"0::101n.lng t."lrna 

oido Uo.i.to. "t~raing to 1t tho &v1d!ng l!ntl botueen 

tho lndien Ocean ond t.bo Atlant.ie Oooon chould oo the 

l-:er161on of Capo f~hoa t2o.o•c:); tho &viding llno betttcon 

it. and tho 9ce1fic ohoulli bo tho nort<llan o£ the Jouthooot 

Capo of ?os:Jonia ( 1<l?.o•n) 1 tho aootorn czd.t oil tho .Boss 

utrnit onit tho tlc.tr1dion lino bot.t1oon t'!cn:th-t'1oot Austrnlio 

and tho .Vcn!ntruln of! tloloy (tho Ccpo of tioltot:. throuoh 

~tmor. i.Jumbo, no roo ana -sunac. lslam:lo~ u,to .C...Ur.lnt.ro) • 

An 2or !ta SOuthern l1ru1t:s, it to .CUIJ\fOOted thot G0°o 

nhould d!vido it. fron tho. An~!co lf thoao tcun&lriou 

of tho lntU.an Ocoan oro ogreod Ui!X)n, 1tll aron t10Uld be 

Q!!proldt.mtoly '7S million ~ro oiled' -.11 ~~her proh­

lcoo.tic propoo1t.1on 1o the filto~ion of tho tocuo of count­

ries oolonginn to. the lnd1on Ococn orca. A rcooonoble 

principle tthich oon bO eccc:,1t.cd r.'!OY bo thot tlll thO 11tt.or-a1 

plu~ thooo amnt..d.e:o thot ho:vo loection 1n !~~Uato hintor­

lonu. that nro lnndloekod oltl tmooo vi to.l !ntorosto e..re 

linitdi mt.h tho lndlon Ocean oolong to thi·o orcn.12 

Rectmtly o ~rldrvJ pc;por of :Jdlon!ta prG))arctl o 11m:13 of 

10 UoN• Doe-.ll/i' .. C.15~/1. 

11 H.1orc. not# il92.&'8 .• 

12 lbld •• p.2. 

13 dec Appenatn o. 



tho ncmeo of eount.rJ.cs mQk!ng up tho lntlian Ocean O!"oc.14 

'l'o thooo UDt.cd t.blrtyfivo c:ount:rioo~ t.zo t~ill hovo to cdd, 

o fw to molto it. updntad. Theoo .S.nclutlo B.(lf)91edo!'ih, Butu.ndJ.,, 

Con»ro. Dj!bout1, £tt;lwendn, Soychcllcm. ~th l'tf~ieo ontl tbQ 

Unitoa Arab Lt-tntratcs (UA£)• ~10 brings tho totel m.unbor 

of countrioo to 44, t1hlcb neana that countd.oo vlt.olly 

affected by Indiao Oeeon eroo con3t1tuto c little l.oos 

then oru:.:•thit'U of the worla cor.o::mm1 ty at lorgoo. Popu1ction­

\11co too, tho &rc.n !.s vory o1gnJ.f.1cant bocooeo more tbon 

ono-t.b1rd of tho humcni ty lives 1n thos-o eountrioo,- including 

ono of tho mtlot donoely populntcil crooo of tho ~rUl oo tJcll 

oo ono of tho l.orgost. sto.teo in tcrrr.o of populctiotl • lndio. 

The ~iehnflos in tol:'r'..$ of na.turol rosourees of tho 

lndJ.on Ocean area ic porhn;1a ono of ~o prir:lo ~noons why 

un!veroal ott.ent.lon hac oomo to be foeueood on ita 'Iho 

h~leoo 1ntordepondanco or!otng out of peueity of noturol 

rooouteoa ao troll na rott mot:crlolo of f.ltrotcg:1o o!gnif!conco 

to t.naustriallcoo 'COuntrioo hco unU.on1ab1y eontributctl to 

a •grob oo gr:cb con• poyd:loloc;nt cna 1~ hao po:rpot.un~ 

und opurrod only boclluaD tho aron to one t1ithcut cny 

dcf!eru:;oo 

1~ POO ~AC.159/ko2 one Cor~.1 quoted by h1Grn• 
n.9., po3o 
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'l'ho· tt-m ite:ns of utmost n!Qnlfteonc:o oro tho o11 end 

Gc14. it is cst.1rnatca thnt nootly ttu:.·oc-~w:th oft tho 

wr1e• e oil oecuro in ~hio nroo t~h!ch ez,toeilo from 1ndonoole' s 

coootel bolt to BuriliO tmd thOnco -to Voroion. Gulf region.. :tn 

ot'Clcr o~ produet!on, tho !ttporto.nt oil proatteora of tho aroe 
ft 

Clro lron , Do.udt Arobie$ ltuttclt; lroq ontl Abu Dhobl. .lG!)tm 

1tl tho lo.rgoat toportor fulfilling 90 por cent. of it.s otl 

ro~~t.o from. Oul.2 oil.,. ~o othor ~rtont !q;,.lortors 

oro Itely (fMoS por coot) • r.uotro11o (!») por cont) t: Dr1toin 

( GG por cont) , Uont Oo£'1:10ny ( 62 J>Or cent) , b'roneo ( 01 por 

cent) ana t.ho U;.;A < s por cent.) • Duo to tho !!~ co oxeM­

plS.fiod by tho 1973 r:n.»a6o.n t1o!':, thnt o!1 io eor>oblo of 

upsetting ocono:nie otructu.tos o't'ld couoing pol! tJ.cnl up.­

hcovolo of como eonoequ_ence; 1 t hoo bocomo o mojor factor 

in 1ntornaUonol rolot!orw. 1 t is t'!0\1 ccccptcd on ell 

hnnd.n thot tho rccl. eauso IX!h1na anhonec4 u,.o., presence 

in tho orca to that t t tionts to cnauro !to mpvltco of 

oil ftom tho Gulf coun'hri~so Although Ool<l. 11t:)!(!ca only 

tc South Africo, !a o vor.y o1gnAf21cont notol" it hoc not 

contr!bu't:od in MY way t.o tho onl'lenc~t. o2 foreign 

prcoonco in tho lnatan Ocoen. Xt. is recltoaod thot. tt:renty 

ConoCMacnt. to tho fall of! tho Ghob ontl ~o lcon­
lro;s tier of lDSO, tho Xron1cm oil produeu.ton ho.o 
f!ollen much lou, but thoro arc no indicntlono thnt. 
th1o oi.tuation is pomonon~et 



out. of tho st.re'l:cg.!cally irrportont forty rw motorialo to 

1n4uotr1ol1&ild ccunt.rics ate loca.tctl !n ~io area. Soma 

of the l~rtent onoo in this ee~ry f.l!OmS)r!oo of ~~ 

~ . .se,n!, !mil, mn~ meaonrM• .£~· a~~l!Utt 
~. ~11 ~J;n YJl.OOMwn, ~u.:9, x~~ cna. 
~· ~ooc nrc O&recd over tho enti:r:o a.:ea. AnrJng 

the littoral ond hintorlond states Z~b1o .to rlcb 1n COli!'er. 

ln6io I in iron oro. rncngunoso, ch..ror.'il to, boo."tt to and oleo.. 

neeent proopceting has rovoo1oo thot I ron ho.o oubotr'.ntlnl 

copper rocoureos .on4 thot Snutll Arobio has copper bcrito, 

rru;o rocli.o&lts and s11voro 1'~1 thcso fcetos-o ind!eoto a 

rolut1vo richnooo of this oroo in tor..nD o~ no.turnl o1rrorn1 

rocoureco, which in turn ho.o ocdo it o1gn!f1c\:.nt 1!.tan 

gonernl 1ntornctioncl relation a otandpo!nta \'11 t.h tho 

9::0wth of t.rcdc, vi tal lnt.oroat.o o~ Vll:t:ious countries 

1n ohipping havo nloo como to bo ott.ochcd J.n thio over• 

burdon<Xl o1tuatJ.on. India it.oolf 10 no onccyt1on boeouoe 

nt. proacnt lmlio' o r::orchont r..ru:'Ano to olm:>ct equal to tho 

0\li'!\ totol 0~ tllt:lt. OS! Auotr!:.11o" C\'kJ.na ond looonooia, 15 

and the.ro o.ro t)lono for ito :-op!.6 o~ono!on(J 

EVon t.nouuh tto msy not 9t> into a tlotoi!oo Clioousoion 

on hypot.hct1col codclo of t1nr and involvc::norrt::. of Ouper 

PotJOt'o procont there J.n ouch ucrs end thoir ovoroll ir.lpcct 

16 



Oft tb~ Utt.or~l and hJ.nt.o.rlnnd staten, tJC osnnot ovoid 

ooo.reh1ng for probablo (m111tQl'Q~otroteg'icJ factors 

lcov!ng a.oidc economic end Jtlcat!onnl onoso An oJ:Joor:vc­

t.ion t~nocd en reg1onnl pot1or bt!lenee, regional pol.itioo• 

idoenatlonnl configuration end or.eonoivo as \'tell ~ 

dofcn::d.ve rdlit&:ry capnh\11t1os o~ eountr1es rev~o ~'h;oo 
./ 

major rouoono bobind tho spate o{? forolgn nt}val pteneneo 

in tho 1nd1an Oeoon. ~irst 1a tho feet. tho.t :tndion Oconn -
by oM lorgo 1o M undofon6¢(J t.orr!tory,, the cb::IOlCO Of 

any oieabla r<-gionol n~vy .. mald.ng !t a. suro prey oo· · 

territorial e.~.bit1ons of cn!Jnblo ,POt-rors, 1nclU41ng the 

tw Super i?0\'1ers. 1'hio iD true of the present. as well 

aa of the pnst. Auotrolic t'.lJ\4 In41a hove no doubt. lnr:go 

nnvioo. but conpu<Xi \'11th the nov1co of the major outa!do 

pot>:crow thoy con po.tfol'f:l only r:dnor roloso Tho onrly on6 

ml!l•oovcnties coeo«l t.o 'bring: forth il ~lonal rooponea 

in tho form of Iron. Iran wna ootcnslbly got.ting roafly 

for n rog1onal nnval copnbilJ.ty ttlth o Gbllh., £onti oo ever,··· 

of &ro<:l.oiming pretentious s~ratcaie aoct.rJ.nos otoklng 

cldtno to Iran* s novol prcOon:d.nonco vcll bGyontl tbo roaehoo 

of tho Pero1M Gulf~ Out whot. toolt out the honrt.cning 

clout of the incipient. hopo wco tho feet that ltoo won 

prcmotcd .oo on Aoor:iecn p.roxy not only so a pe:t of ~o 

policy of contoining Govict t:hroo.to but Qlso au patt of 

Ancrleon dentro to counter tho Clr'lorgl.ng r:og1onnl ~ora 
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11'ko Xn&e. H0t'1QV'Orj with tho eJd.~ of Shah, Xrcn baa 

u1t.ttarct;rn ftem on cet.ivo navel r:olo in tbo rogiono, Thus 

tho dsvolopmcnt.s 1n sum provo boyond otrt palo o£ doubt ~ 

feet that ul1tt.ol:'ol count.rtco oro not in n .PDaition, oit:.l'tOr 

o1ngly or c.»llect1voly. to influence tho courQe of ovonts 

in t.ho erco <loets1vcl.y in oo ~or oo ~e&r nnval pcmor: ts 

concorncd"' In rcopcet oa othor voriotioo of pot:tor Oleo, . 

their po.olt!on lo ~Gr froo u~ronq" o16 

Second foetor 1o tho ono rolot.ing to tho wlnerabi,lity 

of one o~ tho Duper Powora ioOo Oov!ot Union f.t!'Om ~e oidG 

of Indian Oeeon"' It woe t.ho A."':::rican bid tc ccoh upon thlo 

wlnorob1lit.y of tho Sovlot Un1on t10.Y boclt ln 1964 tmm tho 

firnt J?ola.rio A3, tdt.h o r:ango o~ 2, 500 t'l!lUt.ieo.l mUeo ~oo 

put 1ntc oporat.1on, wh!dl loa to o ~~lo oo~otition 1n . . 
lotcr yonro. Added to thlo 6ovo1opmcnt in tho UGOpono syotcm 

ttoo tho us lntt.iottve: .tn tho Inaie.~ Ocoon6 pnrttaulorly its 

offorto to tnU:VOY tho oren along 1.1!~ tho Br.tttob ln ordor 

to catnblioh boco::l~ ThGno b:.locn t10r0 to provide na.t <leploy­

ment pointo for Polt'trio A3 C'11.l thorob".1 put. rr-SAy oroG.O or: tho 

Goviot Union in clonger~ It ttoa thio Olong t1ltb flftOlo­

Ar.10rlccn accor:d rGcchod on 15 D~r 1tl70 fo.r: cre,oting 

fecilitioo on Diogo Garcia that forced ~o =:loviot. Union to 

eetivnto 1to navy 1n tho oroo o!neo 19G..#J• no itn!)artiol 
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obtJorvor \101114 o:tpcct magnm.!mtty end ccm,pl.ecancr from 

QOJ' country wbot.OOC!VOl'-· in mo.t.toro of nat.ionat (:;Jlltvlvcl 

entl defcneoo 

Tho third 1o tho locGl foc\lor 1:1hich ha& oubotanttal.l( 
) 

1nt!llon ocean. Pott.y oquobbles leading to wars btlVti 'been 

voey ·~ to tho stotoo of tho aroo. InnumQrable 

1not.nncon <Ut1st., 11ko tho Uoma11-Btbio:p1an cold 1:1cr, 1ndo­

Psk wro of 19GS ena 1971. lron•lrnq wu of 1980# etc. which 

h&ve draun tho Wlt!oleomo ett.cntion of tho Super Pottor:Q• 

sueh wnro not only o£tor them foothOlds ln oountr1es at 

war (often rnnny o ah0rto19ht.c4 leodcrD :go· to the extent 

of inviting thcr.x for hfllpi, they olso ptovido ~etus and 

unaccountable cU.v!tlcmtle to thoir *mil.tto.ro-t.nctuotriol 

comp1tm.oo•17 \'fhoae main objoct!vc io t.o se:11 .lC!At.hel Wo:?Ohe 

with ren. ocute ptof1t root.ivo.. Ano'thor ~con on. t.1"le thco­

retiecl. pltme lo tho.t Ginco in \i'Or<lo of Profoollor Holoti, 

lonq roogo {;OSlo hrhieh only .Su,pot:' .f!otJors con t.lffot:d to 

eort:Y forward) voey often oneorp;'.)roto t;lono. dreemo ond 

vioiona t'Q9ot'dintJ ,opracd of a portieuler ideology or 

political. eyat<::n -they aro Jr.:Oro than ont.hUn1£lliticolly on 

o loolt out for gu111b1o cl.1ont $t.Btoth %£ preaUgo factor 

11 Tho term wuo firot. used on 17 cJenuo.ty 1961 I:¥ 
Prcoldcnt Eisenhower 1n hie fnrc'tfoll t.ddreu~ on 
netion~ido tolev1s1on~ 



tfhl.eb 1a a part of t.boitr goolo io takotl into account.. it 

boco."Z!.O!'J ~ly clear that thoy would hnltlly spo.ro nny oppor•· 

tun! ty to tncroaoe t.ho1r woo or eo no og 1nfluonoe. And 

thO 1nstub111ty brought mxm.t. by e 'tfar or domestic atd.fo 

p rovidos but tho !t1cal oppc:n:tunitlcoe Gov1et. tnte:r:vont.1on 

in. the hinterland atotG of 1\fghaniotan lo a eoac in point. 

J\.11 the rivnlrieo nou rlfo in tho 11t.toral., nll the 

jootJ.ing for promlncne0 Cl'C!)ng oupor pcmcro and e.ll thO 

vaoudo oolf•r1ghteoua Md oclf•olcvattnq thCOrtoe 11'ke 

vccuum end bal.anao., Gtce not\'f! thott;;:ntting, ~ho concern 

about lnYiM oeoon c:onotitutoa tho 'coro 1nt.oreot• or 

'r.>rirn:l ~t.ivct1on• mund uhleh I~:·~auritien ahnrod polit1eo• 

otrctcgie ~hirut!ng revolves. 

'rile p011 t..tco-otr<*eg1c pcrcCZ,'t.ionD o~ thooe tt:O 

eoutttrioo and oai.nly ond more ogccl{!1c:a11y thOso of 

f.1ourit1uo uo for.n«l for tho P'Ulr£>000 of eonvcntonco out 

of fi vo brooo co.togorioo oR lnv;lorotivo1.1 uh!eh can bO 

recounted An t.ho follOt'fing ol\5ert ntro~ogic# oco~1c, 

r.1at.oriol1 ocp1rct1onnl nn<l lootly tho l)Oycholog!col• 

•• 

l'J:h.o otratcg!c veri able is per:h~o one of tho reoet 

e1gn1fieDnt both for :tna1a ond t·1cu.r1t1uo., nut! notmore 

1s tho groso S.noocurit.y end tho foot.uro of hopolcoo 

dofcnco-laonnooo of ln.d1en Ocoon: on which f.lMY on 

of tn1o tiny 1olnnd nctton. l t hoo nt) oton&ng 4ofenco 



forcos. 18 oe.mblcnco of t'1hieh, o Britioh garrison loft 
~ 

t.bo 1slan4 tt:rentyJ_Ycoro ego on 30 Juno 1960o Even tho 

t'lutual dofcnc:o pcet tdth 'Uolt• c1qncd in ~>':arch 1968 onpf.rcd 

on 31 t-larch 1976.19 fhe otronq'th of tho riJourition Pollee 

elong with tho llpecio.1 t·obilo Porco (St1F) Oft 1 OctOber 

1976 uno 3430#20 which ma~os it porh~o tho cast 1noeeure 

countzy in tho wrldr~ 1f tro toke nota of tho loeatJ.on., 

'l'hot is tilly a eoup 1~ noighbour;ing tolond state of Ueyehfllleo 

in "W\e 197'7 caused untquo aonaot.lon 1n t1Gut!tt.us, torcinq 

tho tmekly ~tAU rt&mc-Q to cosr.'!Mt ln sn, odltoriel 

dot.Ctl 1 July 19'77 l nTho Seyebollos coup hilll taught u.s e 

grim lescon.- Our aacurit:.y oould not bo jeopcrd1uedu.21 

Given tho oituat.ton even e. tdnor flOJ:'OII'UP net.urby mtlf 

ronaor tho pol1-tico1 sot. up oo \101.1 eo t.errttor1nl int.e-

od ty r.:utlc1y a.is&e.vollod. In cuch o procu!ouo eoru:U. t!on 

lnats olone. by vlrtuo cf lt.o being an uneontrovotG1al. 

non•ol1\3tled ot.a~ ecn tcl:o on tho mlo of o <:U$tod!M 

C."ld oxort a s:>boring 1nflueneo. E7cn thOugh tho Super 

Pet1cro cro el.so ca3>oblo of doing ptoc1poly -eho sane thing 

10 

lD 

20 

21 

fl;;~~9;w~to;~!:t · h w~. ~J! -w-t\1.1; 

1DSt"\ • ~xn&o ln World Gtr:ctcgic snvironmont,. vol.:tll< 
1910.71" (t1eot Aa1a ~ Indian Ocean) • pp.G69-670.-

lllt:~ ,S,~fffT.AD Yft.P~!s,,Ul?.~Z! (Lon&>n, 1919), p.,.4S9. 

J.Po Anand, _.t'klurtt1u:l0 
# 6'QSb "sum@! (nou Delhi), 

vol.11, no.2., Oat.obor-P~cnbcr 1970, p.171. 
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but nsDigtd.ng this l'Ole to myono of th<l'm may antagonise 

thfl) other ono end thus boeomo countor•produetive. tnat.a 

1~ aloo c:aptlble of ~endering subot.entiel. watorial ssais• 

tencc1 rcfQrenetl may be ~e in th.:ls roqerd to lrd1t~*e 

gifting of e Patml Boo.t nemea 'Amer' and eubsequ.enUy o. 

Cbet.ok helicopter. 

1lor :tndi n also, fr\.a:t.ters rclnting to oeeutl.ty ere of 

primary concern. Jrr:om tho point of viet1 of her own secu­

rity, K.M. Panikkar polntod out 4occdco ago in 'lnd1a end 

tho Indian Oconn• 1 India "never lont hor independence Ull 

she lost the ~~and of tho aoQ in the f1rse decade of the 

si>tteenth c:ent:urytt • Though nowherG in convcntiona.l f.l&re­

upo in its existence threatened lilco that. of Meur1t1ua wt 
:1ncidcntc li.kG tho Gun Boat diplomcey of the US in Dece:nbcr 

1971 in which United Stateo .sont Task Fol"c~ 14, corrposed 

of ussEnterpri.so1 ussTripol1 end sev>en destroyero end 

fr1g~toa to any of Bengel arc enough to jolt out of it& 

slumber of complaeeney. r~reovor, tho 1n$tonec o·f lrm'o 

bld to gn:ln "blue water ctJpnbiltt:y•, thanko to aid from -

us os ~ell os its prosenca 1n Indian Ocean in m1d-sovent1oa 

hoc Ql. to dong¢toUS port.ont.oo Such o oi t.uation con easily 

render Indio vulnerable to blockodou ao trell ns preezr;pt1 ve 

eoooults, especially in .:l situation \-.!hen its offshoro 

petroleum inutallet!on.o arc growing in number.. M.eurt. tius 

gOO$ up in lndJ.an estimation 1n t.h1s regard becnuoe it cnn o 



in t~es of criDiD offer lndia navel fceilitleo whieb . 
would help apur the mano1NvrDb1lit.y of it,a nevy Ckto.io1voly. 

This hypothet.tenl but quit~ conceivable 1ntcrdependenee; 

al t.hough weiqhing 4E!e1u1 v.ely in favour of ol\e ,... MtliUr1 t!us 

hes led. to s very sincere understanding between the two 

Qeuntrios. 'This ~nality of at.ratog1c perct?:Ptions la 

1n offcet ono of the fiOSt viable. thouqh imperceptible 

bOndo bot\1een them. 

1'here are t.wo othor • almoot intorl.tn..~ed veriablco 

which havo b$en very important t.o. the oconomic a& well 

as matorittl variables_. The ps:opheti.c vlo.icn of acholcr­

turncd ('liplomnt. J<.t'\• Pani'kker revealed in his well knmm 

oosr;y- ~India and Indian Oeotm" observes• .. so far lndia .is 

ccnc9~'1od, 1 t. should be rems~rcd thnt the pon1nsu1cr 

character of the country tl.nd ·the es~ntiol dependence of 

its trade on medtime traffic glvos th$ soa prcponderancl 

J..nflu"nee on tt.s dentlny" * And keeping 1n vieM the· 

eonteroporo.r:y trends this obsorvntion aeoms to hold good 

tlVen tod.ay. A rough l.de& of! otatiotics on soa-bomo trade 

would easily t:evcc.l t.h~ extent of lose a blocado or any 

otbor hoat11o enelralement een cause t.o lndie•s economic 

interonto. 'l"ho C&$0 \flth Mauritius 1s even worse. lts 

oconorny 1o almost totally onpo:rt-o:r1.entoo \export here 

implieo son-bOrne e~rt trade) sugar cccount.s for abOut 

90 per cent of it& exports. 22 'l'ho main oltport markots for 

22 Ibid. 
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Maur1t.1on sugar ero UK., Conodn m'ld tho USA which l!,lrC 

nil quite far flung. Also keeping in tti0t1 the feet th~t 

M&url:t:S.us depends almost entirely on importn for 1 te food 

requirements. wo gather that trcae 1e a vital 11fol1ne 

for Mnuritiuo \'lthi<:h wsto1na tbG OCOnoot.i:o life of tho 

country. 61£ the tot.ol import. bill of Rs 1756 million ln 

1974. Food imports elone accounted for Rs 500 million 

or about 30 pel:' cent.. t111k, meat.- fish, rice, \'fheat flour, 

~nd even vegetables and ftuito ore imported from outsidoo23 

The &bovo ment:J.onod f.:s,etfl sorvo t.o illutJtrate that. i!redo 

is irrporative to tho voll•ooing of both the countt1os 

and thls 1mporttt,nt economic vuleblo can btl jooperdised 

eooil.y in warlike or W'lOtoblo conditions and hence the 

oX!stence.of identic&l ntt1tudos in bQth countries ovor 

the queat.ion rcgaf'ding pcmce. oteb1lity and. free navigation 

in Indian OC:tl'M• 

But it ts precisely hero that tor Meurl tius another 

import.Mt v,eritlble oomos in 1.o. matGrinl. 'lbe desire of 

Ncuritlt.m to retrieve ita posscos1on li'ko tho Otego Ocrein 

and Tromelln e.an bo brought undor thia variable. Thoro 

uro both pos1tivo ond nogct.1vo reasons beh.tnd Meutitiua' 
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aemontl for theoo tfilrri toriono Before analysing thono 

reasons let uo briC!fly recount the status of thGso terri• 

tories. .DJ.ooo Garo1c is e pert of the Chnqoo arch1pe1Ggo 

whieb wao detaehed by the British co1on1al edmlnistratton 

and incor.poratod into the Br1tiah lnd1en Ocean torritory 

(BlOT) on 9 November 1965 bofore t-ieuritius was oraneed 

independeneo. Under an agreemont signed on 30 December 

1966 it w&s leased by Britain to the United Gtnteo for o 

period o£ SO years for reconstruction of defence fee11J.Uos, 

later U~~ General Atu1embly voted 0 resolution· CMSUt1ng 

Btitain for d.istncCl\bering the crown colony prior t.o its 

indcpcmdanee. 24 Tho Govemnont. of Drill! s. Ramgoolcm eo 

WO.ll QO the new loftist QOVortll.:Ont of Mr. Jugn.&nt.h hoo 

been dc:nnnding the return of tho island for quite sometime 

now. The other ialo.n4 is ealroo 'l'romelin to which Mauritian 

gove~~ont hoa reeL~tly ronffirmcd ita claim, lying midWay 

between ~1nurit1uD end Malagasy. Tbio .tslnnd. vas ocoupicd J by l?rGnee in 1954 eftor re<;uo:>tl.119 perrnlso.lon fJ:Om Sritetn. 

This tiny ioland is 1'700 metros long. and 700 mct.:t:."Os wide. 

The French navo a wcothor station on 1t.25 

'Inking up t.hc nogotiv<l rencon# fiJ:"s.t J.t ie i:rportant 

to mention that sinoo theso posocaaionn J.n ths hnndo of 

2oG Philip ti., Allen, l4ftuQ.,t.J,ps !&;,'!leg (Port LOuis), 
26 September 1975. p.196. 

25 Vl\\, 'l'ri!?JlDS. (Chandigarh), 3 l-ia.rch 1979. 
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out&14G tftajor p0t1era are used 1n&inly for dofenee purposes.-/ 

especially 011390 Garcia; thoy constitut.o a security ha2iU.'d 

at. very close quarte.l's and since thG!r separation from 

Me.u.rt tJ.us was nat 1n confonr.i t.y w1 th intometional legal 

proct.ice, e da-nond for th-eir restoration 1a being made­

ot.r.ong1y. But posit.tve r()asona behind thio demand can 

nuppoacdly be more t!>-nbi tlouo. Mauri tlua ie e very eonges• 

to4 islend. thO population d~nsity being n~und 1180 

inhabitants por aque.te ft'.ilo (19'12) 26 and hence it feels 

en eeu.t.c ncotl for ~xpantdon. Sin<!o there still e:dsta 

ito territory under foreign yoke* it fools, quite naturally 

though. tempted to mtlhc ~ital out. of it. 'the grevit.y of' . 

e1tuet1on 1e boot exemplified by tho instenc<! of Pletssance 

cirport which has l;)oen constt'UCted at thO heart of. the 

iDltmd, ate to lack of o: suitable location. Though aue 

to diotanee foetor rihiftlng of s.irport. or industri&l units 

to other islands is not feasible, the set.tl1nq of somo 

porto of populet.ion in these islendo may cc::rt.ninly help 

sllevicee. the pxoble:n of' eongotJtion in this ove~rcmde4 

state. But tho mo~t 1mport.<lnt rtH:toon is tht:J DtrQ.tog1c 

benefit, t~early every ship cruJ.c1ng Indian oceM then 



99 

tJOuld__,of necessity 'havo to erill on Mourit1an ports 

ana theroby 1 t.s nnrenues uould inc:rcooe Gnd eo would 

1to loYCragc in rcg1ona1 affairso Keeping in mlnd tho 

offor mado by Mauritius to lran for port end nuvel 

foc111 tif.U) whieh, e.ecora.tnq to .GOmO obaervus, was merely 

guided by the thought of maldng money. 21 We cen. elso 

poatul.&te similar ideas 'tfh1ch can be 1n tho minds of 

J..1aurit1nn doe1aio~ors. India• a lnterost may convozve 

\>11th that of t~au:ri tiua becauao nott that I ron hac slou~hcd 

low end thet India ia gradually ga1n1ng 'blue--water• 

capnbili ty may ln turn locd to 1 ts policing role !n the 

ocean oren with Mauritian holp and support. The propos~­

tion would bO mut.uolly benoficiel and honce its v1ab111ty. 

It t-:Ould offer oec .• ·•urit.y to t-lauritius ond influence to 

Indio which was v1cunliscd end propagated vigorouoly by 

mon lilto PenJ.Jtk&r. 

Tho fourth variable .ts asp1rat1ona1. l1o.ur1 tius 

after "ol&gosy. is tho lergcot independent inlend of tho 

rog1on., Taking not.o of its oxtornnl or1cntnt1on vis-a­

vis liolagosy which policy-wiso ia quite_ introverted, 

thoro prevails M o:::p1retion in Mcur! ticn dcc1.:ii.on tankers 

to malte their prcooncc folt.. Since thoro oxloto consl­

dereblo amount of othnic oirnilatity bo~cn itself and 
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tru!tia. it finds a ncturcl friend and ally 1n Indio. to holp 

her aoeo~lis'h bar ospiretional goals. The impl~tation 

of the resolution on tho GeeletaUon of lnd1nn ocoan as a J 
zone of peace ~ul4 be of tmmcnso help in this V$nture 

bccauso it will meeo the exit of all boll1gerent for~ign 

forces which have hitherto fOrced t-tauritius albeit in<U.reetly, 

to play e oeeond fiddle. Tbouqh thio aspect does not offer 

cny direct; return bfln.Qf!t to lndia, bUt cvon then it is 

viable because of Indian stake ct international fora 11ke 

OAU end UN, a reforenco .tl;) which would be medo later. nrua, 
this aspi:r:ationel variable may also be a point. of poll ttco­

strategle rrotivation behind close lndo-f>1nur1tien 1nteract.1ons. 

'the l~uJt variable i.e. tho psychological one is perhaps 

tho only one where ther~ doGs not ex1 st a s1m11ar1 ty or 

converg~noo of views between theao two countries, but even 

then there exists a compatibility beceu~le act!on11 of one 

do not necosanrily impinge upon tho intorooto of the othor. 

Though there is little to doubt in lndta• & sinc~re resolve 

to meke Indian Oceen o ~one of peaco {if ptOpitious climate 

exists) end which can be verified both· nt 1 ts role at UN 

and o~hcr 1nt.oroat.1onal bodies 11ko Cornmotrvtoo.lth end tba 

nonaligned movement end it$ own tr~~otic ~or1enca of 

militarioation of O¢oan tn eourse of tho 1971 ln®-li'akistan o 

war.- Howoverf 1"1eur!:t1nn stand on tho issue hon boen ehG1cy 
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ana ouspoet. et 1oaot in thO oorly aovent.1es. ltc.r CUplo­

motic pootures further prove the pravious ossortJ.on. 28 · 

A survoy of llleurlt1e.n voting behaviour nt the UN on 

the question of tlcolnrl.ng tho lndlen ocoet'l ,a oono of peace 

io quito interost1ng as well as ml.ightoning., Mo.ur1t.ius 

tlbot.ained from voting on ~no rooolut1on 2832 of tho XXV% 

GonertJrl Atassnbl.y on 16 Uec~r 1971. But t:he very .next 

year tt votod for th& resolution no.2992 ot. ~ XXVII. 

acnernl Assembly deb&tr.i- on 15 Doccmbor 1972o ~evor, 

once t:9'oin 1 t changoli 1 t.a rni.nd and c.bstained from wtlng 

on resolution 3090 ot th~ XXVIII GGnorol Ass~~ly on 6 

Oeceraber 1973. Oneo ngaln ;.tnuritian ott1tude took a 

sommersault. nnd it voted in fovour of tho resolution 

no. 3259 at the .KXlX General Aosc::nbly on 9 Docsmbor 197 4• 

l'his resolution t.tao concerned ttith the if11.91c:mont.at1on 

of tho deelaretion of t.he Xnatan Ocean as o zone of peace • 

.Hot'!ovor, Msuri tiuo voted in favour of bOth the ronolutions 

of 3469 of Y..XX Gener~l A$Se::'lbly and Rooolution 31/89 of 
• 

Xlt.Xl Gencr.-:11 J\.ascmbly on 11 December 1975 Md 14 Decembor 

1976, re.spoctiv~ly. This provoo the assertion that. 

t-11ilUriUan otnnd on the issuo ot UN wno quito vacillating. 

28 The eoolit:l.on government of or- So Ra!:~<JOOlem fran 
the very beginning adopted o. un1Gue apptOoeh in 
foroign relotiono - one of p1Gy:1ng ono mnjor power 
ugoinat nnothar ~d then ocnding ooraiol feeloro to 
both. A brilliant onolyois io made by Philip M. 
Allen in John t~. Ost.hotmcr, ed •• Tb~ ~,plt.1;ig~.a.& 
!;be tJQg&,qm.,t~19Jl.9<:SM;,lgl~d,s {New Yorka 
Praegcr. 1915 , pp.200-213., 
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Even more cmgrocs1no is t.hc;t study of MeuritJ.an 

foreign policy orientation botwcon 1969•1973 uhtah. to say 

the l(~ast. woo a def1n1te mixture of oppooites. Even lctet' 

things romeincd quito the same. \iheroes Dr Romgoolam looked 

aftor English speaking countries, India end the Soeie11st 

St.atoo. his v1ve.e.f.ous ear r&cer•C\lr.l-p011Ue1cm FotGtgn 

t•1inistor, Geetan Ouvnl would go to groat l.cnqtho pleasing 

the French ond extre~:~e ri9ht1st regimes the t1orld ov()r. 

hnothor Cdnt;radlctory sttmce was .r:ocotded vl"ion on 6 April. 

~laur!tia."'l Jiigh Cor!mJ.ss:lone~ in. New !>elhi thrcut.cncd publicly 

thQt nMauritiuo would. tek$ Britein to tho :tnternationnl 

Court of Ju:1 tice for violating tho torms of the 1965 

trano·f.:::r o£ t.he Chagos orcb!pelago ln erecting a full oealo 

navel base on tho atoll. 'l'his bit of bravado cane on tho 

ovo of t-lr. Rl41"1900le."'rl• s visit to Indin., \~hilo 1t dout)tloso 

plecsoo hio expectant hOeto,- the Prime flinistor t-Jas obl.lge:S 

to renounce the opportun1 ty to ou.e tho lslond • e fome:e 

motropole;29 dc.ploring tho military deployment in tho aroa 

ho hastened ~ add that further protests from Mauritius 

would bs unlikely to have any influonco on tho great powcro. 

What else con sueh an Gttitudo moen apart f~ n shr~ 

trick to 'keep oll pleoaed, en.'!tcshed and 1nte~sted ond to 
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taka fringe benefits ot thE! coat. of pdnc1ploa1 Ad\Sod 

to this io the feet that tho Aporicu:mo t"1ore granted fae1-

lit.ico ln maur1t1uo 1nelucU.ng a Gtltcll1te tracking st!tltion 

and lending rights for wJ.l! tBl"Y o1rcro£tso 30 t-.ihorci!D on 

tho other oxtt"en<l an ngr-eement uas signed on 14 July 1910 

with the Soviet Union provid!n~t. J.gter &ll!p. harbOur 

fa<;ilitieo for their fishing vossolo ond ltmding r1qht.s 

for Soviet commercial planes carrying c~ of SOvl~~ 

f1ab1ng vonaels. This led a Br1t1on Foroign Offlco 

opo:keomon to exprQss apprehension on 31 4.1uly 1970 ll'l 

theso ,.~.rdzu "Any Russian prooonc:e ln t4aurit1us hoa inpli• 

cotions ~thicb t'1G will continuo to oxa:nine £or overall 

Dl'Jfcn"Ct: of t.ho ct~&" .. 31 How this typG of contred!ctoey 

attitude hclpo 1n restoring poeee and stability in the 

aces is anytody • s guoss. nut thtm, navindre Ghurbhurren, 

Houri t.!on envoy t.o looia• stat.~ tho obvloun t.rut.h abOut: 

'hobnobing• in e press confarenco on 14 A~ot 1910 when 

ho seit!l. "that we havo to bO practicsl and sofc:guerd our 

self•interotlt.u . ., It is thCJ 1mpcrntivo nccoaolty of survival 

wh1ch alone eon justify sueh en approach ond perhaps thin 

faeto~ alone ms~eo India sympathotic to their att1tudo 

and·ceuse. 
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Evon, though In01an:. ·:>aean area end polit1eo-stratcg1c 

perceptions eonnactod thereto ere of enrdinal a1gn1ficanee 

to 'tho conduct of normal lndo-!.:tauri tim diplomatic 1nte.r­

Gctionc, thero is no qainsny1no the fact that .spuald.ng 

l.n comporat:.ivo deqroes, Mauritius .ts moro eonc.omed l)nd 

hence ta and t10uld be e. greater beneficiary of eny prac• 

t!cnl end actJ. ve cooperation with I netic. J.ti this domatn 

in fut\tre. HoweV(Ir. th('tro ere two spheres, elbe!t of 

peripheral slgni.fioanoe " prooent~ in whic:h eonstderel:>lo 

Indian int..er~st is involved and for t~ rea11act.1on o£ 

which Mour1t1ua. io on 1uportant: factor. 

· The first. enpcct 1n tho Med for: e reliable fritm<l J 
at the world bOdy • Unt t.od Nations. Consequent to tho 

attainment of prominence since tho ear1y sevontien. tho 

J.maq~ an<l prest.tgo filctors hGVe como to veigh heav11y 

upon our role 1n the United l:fot.lons. In tb1G situation 

a small rttember country with n1r:eeble pOpulation of ;tn4lan 

origin like Maurttius can bO a sure bet. Tho porenn.t.cl 

problan of Knohm.lr may bo a cesQ in po1n~. P&'kiotan• s 

poriodic &nttca aimed at propagand1c1ng the iasuo at tho 

tJOrld hotly or in othor 1nt.crnat1ona1 fora has ttJO objcc• 

tives, natnely. to cm'berras lnd1c and to pres-ont Pakistan 

as the aggrieved party and thereby rally internetionnl 

aupport and sympnthy for itself. So for the Sov!ot bloc 

heo rendered unqualified cupport to lndla# bUt thnt in 
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itself oomet1mcs smacks of ~'proxy syndxomo* and malton 

lndia cmbnrrnsoed due to its status of a nonalig-ned leGdor 

netion. .Although Haurlt.1us is a ro1et1-vely young state, 

born only on 12 Marah 1969,r its behnviour hes heM definitely 

favourable to tndie ever sinceo Tho attitudo in t1mas of 

the lodo-!?$ldnten wttr of 1971 ~ras tlofinitoly helpful. Tok1ng 

nato of 1ts compulsions and other handieeps. !t 1a noteworthy 

that •Mouritiun rnaintoinod $ pol1t~ ailcnce. Gl~ugh Sir 

.:,oe\100scqar Rl)ngooln.·:tr• o pr~Indinn 90vern:r.ont could not 

hove opprccitJted tho oympathy shown by ao:no countries 

( copecially tho United $t.stea) for Peki:?tan during that 
.. 32 conflict. o Apart f:om theso instances tho perceptions 

on major global .1sDues llko the Horth-South dielogue, nuclear 

and convcnt10n1J1 orma control. global discrroe.'nont., lw of 
... 

sea, etc. nro also identical uhic:h makes tho proopeet.s even 

more pmpi tious. 

'rhe second espeet is alr.oot on intarreletod issue. 

India with its tcchnt.enl 'knotJhow $\d slt1l.led manpower is 

secrching. for quite ~time, a role in Afrlei'i identical 
. 

to that. of J apnn or- Koreo ln tho \'lest Aa1an oil•rieh st&tos. 

Given the feet of ·1~ss developod pQlity and ol1gnrch1c 

choract.or of ri'Ost Afr1cen r\ gimes interactions at 1nter­

qovorn.'11entnl level hoc~ necessary end henca the neoo to 

32 
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c.reete n fovourablc image omonq tho regtmoo of thos$ 

African Stntos. ln ouch n situation Hilud.tiua omorges. 

for lnaio. cs a nntJ.on of gr:ent pot.mt.lalo r•tauri tiu-o. 

aee,:ns to nav~ the host of sG'V'eral HOrldo. llcoldcs bG!tig 

a ~bcr of the ~~nwenlth. 1t in a member. of OCAM. or 

tho OrganisatiOn CorMtUne Afr1ea1nc ot. !JlolQ.9c.che founded t.n 

1965 (because of its French conneldon). :tt is &lso c 

member of the organioation of Afr.teon Uni.ty. In fact. a 

Convention of OA:U vea held in n~itJ.ua and 1t 11an 1t:s 

Chairman for that tam. However, the i'r<mch-spcaking 

group., O..;AM•·s Council of Foreign Mtn1st:ero, also held 

1 t.s meot1nq in Port LOuiG (:1our1 tius) in July 1976. Tho 

ebovo instances make 1 t clear: thot duo to dovotion to tho 

Africcn cause and s~«l diplomatic oc¢umon, tblo country 

hss enhanc«l ittJ p.naotigc eonaidertibly in African context. 

A fur:'thcr oxomplc ls tho Gpooch delivered by Dr. Ramgoola"n 

at the fou.ndntion laying core.1110ny of tho School of Mauritian, 

African and Oriental Stuc:Uos in tihieh ho aa1d. that.. "'Xt 

1o clear that t4au.ri tius io a flower of tho Afrlcon flower-

vooe. Row t,s the time tre ~ul.d nt:.treet:. the et.tont1on 

of our countrymen tot.zard thOr;o countries w1~ which we hnv& 

been oosociatod for conturies.... X:t. i& our cherished 

crnbJ.t1on to drew Africa and Asia oven closer: ...... 33 

Teldng note of this promtnonco of MnurlU.e.no~ !t is qui.te 
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conceivable thct it can be of qront holp in furthering 

Ind1o'a economic intcras~s in that contlnonto With tho 

grtK1uol drying up of mnrltet.s in As1o due to ~tiff compe­

ti tlon bet~con intomat.ional eompcnios from developed 

countries. 1nd1u hao of noee:mtt.y mc4o Afr1cn the focus 

of its attention. 'l'ho 1nt.cns1t.y of tts \1111 to teke pert 

in join~ ent.erprines 1n Africa can lxt gaugcel by the amount 

of attention aecordcd to Africa both at political en well 

no tho toehn!cal lovel• 

A rafer0nco in t'hio c:onnoxion moy be made to the 

~teek-long visit of lndien Proaident 1n early Juno 1991 to 

two prominent African developing countries, Kenya cna 

2.amb1o. 1bouqh pol1t1csl 1ssuns wore given thoiz- routine 

J.mportance, the moot signifieont. purpose of his visit was 

considered to lJo promotion of o woll•conceivc:'!d Indicn 

progr~e of toehnieal end oconomtc oooporatton~ 34 During 

this v1oit tho P roa1df:tnt nforro:i to indian policy of 

nharing 1t.a expertise with other dovolop.i.ng eounta:.too. 

Thuo* thin aspoct of lndo-r-1aur1 t.ion 1nt.orootion is Ill so 

qui to .oigni fieunt. 
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Keeping ln 4 bt:oe&lr view all thtJ ioouea raised in 

tho previous chapters and taking noto of tbo course of 4Gvo-

1opments 1:.'1oth !n India end· f.1eud. tius,. it t;ould bQ o qroso 

error to subscribe to t:.hG view that Mauritius was any longer 

tho ~11ttlo India bcy'On(l tbc s_aa'' ns 1t would be to con-sider 

it the "lsle de Franco... t"1euritions of tfhotcver origins are 

now ME$Uri tians.- s.tngulerly nnd finally and t.hoir country is 

Me.uritiua.1 ~c conception that there 1s o demogrophie 

majority of peoplo o.f Indian origin may, on racto1 gt'OW'lds, 

be tenebl.e but \fben the qUostlon cornea to hOw much ptnx1ttli ty 

those rux;ple have td tb people end culture of mainland Indio. 

the answor inevitably becomoo a bit rovenltng. lf \fe .look 

into tho history of IndiM 1mn1grut1on, th.S.o aspect of 

ooeiotal* ro11g1out:J and cultural transfo.-..;~nt.ion would become 

cleare.r. tthcm Governor MohO d., Looourdonna!u leunohcd 

rnaas1vf) cultivation of cotton, J.ncl190, rtee, sugnr"' etc., 

ba imported slaves from Bengal, cmong othor pleecs, \iho 

later eumo to be 'knoWn as •acntoos•. Juot by 'the second 

gcnorat.ion, thooe fJenqe11 :tnilicns. lalol-m fo" tho ununue1, 

pride t:hay took in their cultural ·her1 tage so~ to b8ve 

loot their nst.ionel we.y of lifo. Lifo in on .ooc!dentnl 
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atmospho~:o. tJreclu.ded tho, poss1bil1 ty of erect~ eny stable 

societ.y of the1r· <nm. ~bey ndoptE!d European nontOs nnd in 

a fet1 decadltlo becen-.o mexve4 1n. the eolou~ populet.ion and 

loct all tracea of their nationality. ~certe!nly nothing 

lndi:nn wan t"eCOgrd.oable ln- t.h.Gtn ~on tho f1 rst immlgr.ants 

ca"i\e to Neurit.S.us under Iritis~ rule".- 2 SJ.nee 'thte OCC1• 

d~nt.a.l amtd,enc$, 1ns~ead. of d1m1~1shing come to stny. ·tl$ 

nubsoquont. allennt.ion of pooplo of Indian or1qln can thus 

bo gtt.uged well. OVor the ycnro1 various Indian lart(JU&gcs 

prevalent 1n M&ut1t1ua also ys.cldod pleeo to thd Creole 

vh1ch is p14gtn French wit.~ some H1~d1 t10rtlo. "rht.l loas of 

1dontJ.ty con ~lGO bo rneasuro:t by the foct- thst even tor· 

tho people who are well toed, thiti F.reneh lcnqueg~ ls tho 

substitute t.Q Creole. Offictnl languego in Mauritius 1s 

&ng11oh bUt preos is by anti lnrge French dominat-ed,. Even 

iitnd-1 cnthuaietJ'tG spaok Creolo an(} F.;oench in normal. _ft)Utlne. 

Whie ovcr..wt1ccnin9 Uttneh influence is not without :r:o.oson. 

f"1rstly., the t:.\eur"itlens woro undar l?roneh C!o.-ninnt1on for 

ocmc time end then evon tap t.o the p~oaent. day~ tho eul tu.r&l 

bombardment from the ne1ghbour1.ng French -reit!ory of 

Reunion in the fo~:tn of TV an4 ratl1o P.c'Otu:cmmos -was most 

e£fcct.1ve in tho abscnco of ~:my viable cont.mll.a:-. lndia 

o:t thio stage was for and deDOlnto Gnd it cnt. like n silent 
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spectator to the ,gr~duel ann1h1la~.ton of the. roo1due · 

In41tm cuJ. ture whi.ch had 1:ti thstcod tbG ravages of both 

time end tCU'f\?er. 'l1le fl...-at.. subdued and tontot.ivo stopa 

,.,ero t.okon os late as .tn the sovonties whon settl.no up of 

Mahatma Gandhi Inst,itute Md as~c1et1ng H(lu:r1Uus m.oro 

cloooly w1 th H1n41 Utcret.uro by mcaonm of V1snue Hindi 

semmelens, oto. wero visue11Dt!d. by this timo Porls and 

London uoro tho establiohc4 peers in oll lnt.e11octuo1 and 

cultural ect.ivlty tGXing place in Mouritiuo.. 'l'ho f1rs.t 

tound of· battle was almos~ loat largely uneontoo•odo 

Hottcvor. tho r1oo 1n pow-or~ status ana greducl growth 

1n -e.cu;lnbf.U. tic& J.n tlu:i seventies ~ieh lndio witnesodl, 

posed o oodous dilettrnn tc'l 'the policy realtero of this count­

ry. On ono hand ley t.he im.'1lenoo field of cooporotlng with 

this 1slond state, relatively uno~lorod end on the other 

wns tho 'cultural. eff!nity cs.rd* of which tho 'culture• 

it.Delf hcd loat mont of tt.o ;,:ppenl anong tho rolove.nt 

soctl.ono of oocioty~ It t10Uld ao t10ll to point out to 

the f.ect that. lmlicn cul tuce was not. ln fact. to~o.lly 

obliterated. given tho fact of oojustttbility end surviva­

bility of ell thnt goco by tho nama of Indian culture Md 

11h1ch means* apart from a~ religion end Utcroturc, a 

philosophy of .lifeo Tho generation of tho mid•twentietb 

century, duo to 1 ts upbringing wns in search for a <Untlnet 

identity both on tho cultural llD well os 1nterrwt1ona1 plene. 



In sueh & oituotion the cho1co for tho option was br 

1tcolf reotrietea to tho field of cooperation in economic, 

sc1ent1fic entl !ndustrlcl 4oma1ns. An ct.torrpt at 1npos1 t1on 

of a •cul.turc• would et bc;)st have botn a mioorable fatlur~. 

The other factor that ptompted Ina1<)' o ndopt!ng tmts un• 

conventional policy vas th~ ntt1t.ude of its nstut.e foreign 

policy decision-makers who hod tho cla!rv.oyenco sne grasp 

of tth(tt wao .inevitable., t~ebru ps:orrpted Indle to embark on 
0 

fresh untrodden grounds with his idon that "we cen n1moet 

tnoasuro tho qrowt.h and adVance of ln&n end t."le decline 

of Xndia by relaUng them to periods tfhon lndi~ bed: hor 

m.ind open to tho outside world and when sho ttanted to 

olooo it up., The rcore sho closed it. tho more static 

sho became. Life~ whether of the individual_. group, nation 

or eoeioty·, is eoaontiolly a dynsmtc, chonqj.nq qrotting 

th.in9 t1hat.ever steps that dyn0.1111c g.rovth also injures it. 

end undotmines it.,. 3 The very idea of n ruthleoe pursuit 

of o met.ropolito.n culture 1n a soverQ'ign steto wac ebhorront 

to Nohru, Hi Q prirr.e int$t'Ost · loy in grantor give and toke 

of var1ouo cultures end evolution of o un1veroal composito­

culturo. ln this frcme of thinld.ng. purou1t. of cul.t.tu:."ol 

3 J.aLAiielJ;:s • a .. 5~~f!§ .~ 12!tq-~~~;t) (New D.;,lhi • Publlootions 
D1v1$1on. t-11nistry of Infon::ntion (ln.t'i Broad.aesting. 
Govo~~cnt of India, 1953), pp.359-60o 

0 
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affini.ty for po11 tice.l ends soemed almost u.nimaoinablo~ 

BU.t; evGD t'ho 1\Gblost of 16oa1s do not. just f1t into ·t:ne 

sc~ of 1ntetnat1onel politico di<:t.&t:ad mostly by pr~· 

mat1sm end aieguised ~portun1~. 

Piplomacy wi.th pdmo.ry anphBSiG on cultural aff1n1• 

t1on has t':()ali.stienlly GpoaJdn.g very limited applicatlono 

1n tho ptesont d:oy world, ospeclnlly when the psyona of 

newly independent ·nations 1a moot epprchensi'" of·'eulturel 

1mp~riallsm. The. ideno .on this point wero boat put forward 

by Frantz Fanon,4 tt1th special reference to Af:d.ca, 'tlhon he 

soia thut the-no.tJ,ve culture of Africa h&s been ~letely 

dcstroyeii an4 dieftgu.rc;;d due to colon1a11sm.-. The ext(mt of 

notional swilrCtlcos is also n factor ,to be tm.alysed eape­

cially when vc diseuse n QOuntry ll1te Mauri Uu.o where 

literate$ ere qp1Gnty, and whore nationalists 11ko Remf 
R 

OllJ.er · have all nlong oaid, #Let passe ne nouo appart!icmt . 
past nous na pouvono pas lo roparert mais 11 4o1~ servir 

d • OXe:flPle su present pour ~ol1orct 11 avenir" • 5 orad 'that 

mistokoo of pnot shOuld never bo repeat.c4. In ·this bac'kdmp 

4 Fran. t.z Eanon, .lbQ .• ;,t..,chel 1ULt.bo .!if!~ U•li&.Uoasexr 
Penguin, 1961)., pp.t 9•173. 

Patriot and champion of tho eoloureas, introducQS 
democratic idoos tanding towards hormoniQ1ng the 
difforont el«nents of population on the bas1s of 
equa11 ty iO . 

~The past docs not concern w;. We ore not able to 
mend 1~ but it ehould.sorvo as an exa~lc at present 
t:o im?rove t!ho futuro • Anana t-tulluo~ . ed., ~o -~ 
,tq, Jqf%nwmd£mSS (PQrt Loult:U Government. Pub.~ P• 3. 
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the policy. options that. ul tima~ely lndla follottcd ,ore in 

itself e ~ecimcin of what a reolis~ie thoory eon at bost 

offer .end vice-verso. 

Mauritius, due to its s~retogic location in the Indian 

Ocean hac sinee long predominated the lnd!on strategic · think• 

1ng which considers thi1.1 area es one of primo im;port.snee tf? 

lndie'a security. The pivot.al. poaitJ.on of the island of 

Mauri tiua rno'kcs 1 t .a focus of attention for our reqionol 

policy-. Ao fer as material gd.ns t<t!thin this ere eoncer~, 

India haa almoct nono. OJ.ven tho siao of thto eountry1 wo 

cel'lrn)t truce part in any mafllsivf) eonstructJ.on activity 'ffmich 

will benefit us. in oconotrJ.c tctmS. The; exchange of expertise 

is uloo one-olded and so is tho flow of a1do Tek1nq ·the 

oapeet.s of cultural cooporntion indopondcntly ,. we can very 

wall be aware of the feet that thote too lndie is tho •&:mor',. 

All t.hese oxemples epparently point to an othorw1so special 

relationship with nauritius# as the lndian Prcmler tl!rn lndira 

Oandhi during her Aug-ut.d: 1992 v1s1t to Hwri tius stnt.ed. Now, 

this • special relet1onahip • ecn be for two reasons, one being 

the aspect of culturol affinity and the other being, tho die­

tatoo of stnrk nationel interest.. 

Let us exaw.ine tho aspects of oul tural affinity first. 

It is vory important. to keep i.n mind tho a6v1c& thet. Nehru 

tendered to the Indian oottlerD abrOad J..o. tbat they should 

mnktJ themoelvea ttOrthy nottloro of the count.doo of their 

adoption end ahould not look to Indio ao tholr • real.*' homeland 
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~4 t.hot they s.hould dGDJ.st ft:Om plnelng one foot in a 

foreign countJ::Y end tho othor in lndico This. however., 

ttns in Gb$0luto contrast to tho Kuomtntang ... Chinooo appl:'Qed\ 

to t.ho pcoplo of its origin. 1-.a. Chlnaoo nnyuhero in the 

world wcr~ citi£ens of Chintl Gfld that thoy could always 

look back to t;ho1r hOmeland end 1t t~oo the duty of Chine 

to protect them. W1t.h this subtlo nuonco of approach in 

mind, we can rofor to tho loteot. joint. communique 1osued 

et the end of Prtmo t1in1stor, Uro Gandhi's v1a1t: to r.so.ur1t1UG 

(2S Auquot 1992).. N011hero in thio d.ocu.:nont ttos tho fact 

of cultural affinity pro:ninontly montioncd,. Evon the Gddross 

to tho ?o-menber Netioncl Assembly o£ Mourlt1ua was banod on 

wide renqing po11t1c&1 issuoo from Diogo Garcia to !sracl 

and hordl.y gavo any px-omincnco t.o nspoct.s of culturol 

offinity-. 1'he eid plans too tcuehod all tU't!J&s £tom !letting 

up of shipping lines to t.oking Mouritien scientists on 

:t n41on oxped1 t.ions to Antnreticc bUt here 0.9aln nid to 

promote cultural tics wtto relegated to o St!condery position. 

Tho mood of people 1o &l.oo reflected by ~ exm:JPlo 

thnt uhilo refor<mco to end support for return of Diego 

Gorcie from Britain d.rew rcpturouo ro!lP()nso fmm tho rcp;re .. 

.oontctivos, tho roforencG to Sf;:.goo of ancient IndiO: and 

1r.migrat1on from Indio end resulting similsr1t.io~;; went 

ln~oly wmotic:ed., The part of !:>poech made in French tuhich 

in cloaor to Maurit1en lingue-frnnca. Creolo) was oppreeiat.ed 

more as compared to tho genora1 oratory tn Engllsb. To cap it 
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all, thJ.o response comes from an osscmbly td.th i.t.s rt$erly 

2/J of s~rength comprising of young deputi.E!s of Ind!.an 

or:tg.tn. ln this light \fhere the theory of cultural affi­

nity stands or where the 'mot.horland-oyndrome·' ean be 

Qnplottad io en open ~estion. 

Th0 err~hesis eetuelly h~a ell along bean on concrete 

pol1t1ctll and ec:onoll'..lC linea und that .Uone neems to be the 

most enduring bond in c fiercely C017t9at1t.1ve wrld. HotmVer. 

as mentioned alcewhare the aspect of cult~ral affinity in 

just an eddcd cdvanttlgo that India has vts-a-vis oth~r 

contenders and it 1o that *'!n gogjyncr!gn wA!;b• whole­

hearted offorta at economic end pol1 tical c:ooporntJ.on that 

con secure lnd1a' s notional interosto in tote11tY.o-

The preeocUng e)fpos1t1on t.huo brings out. oleerly t.ha 

foct that at least in the prosont timo# dlpl~~ based only 

on clements of eulture end e.xploitetion of ®ltu~ol-atfJ.nitie!: 

cannot doliver the {fOOds, and that cultural affinities per se 

hnvo olmost no slgnificenco in bil~terol relations.~ It csn 

at best aorvo as e. tool just like economic., m111 taq end 

ideological tools of diplomacy in securing a eountey it.s 

eoncroto nlltional interests Mci objectives. The notf! &nd 

moro varied application of those tools shell elont:~ elicit. 

bettcn: reoulto in form of suceoso of diplomeey.,. Whe.ther 

these qocls or objectives itlre •m111ou goals• or *posaeesion 

goal,s'; if we uoo thE: terminology of Arnold Wolfera. 
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,Spec1f1c reference to 1nt3D-Mouritlan relaUons. aloo 

tentl,f.:Les to t:.ht!l vetnci t.y of thG a'tovo contention. nere, 

eortein atretcgte aim& havo led to purouaneo of en .aet1 ve 

dlplomacy at three brood loveln• political, eeonom1e and 

cultural. Bo,1ng s~nta of the reportoiro of diplorneey, 

there con bo no controdiet1on or <lobtl.to rognrtling what 

prevails over t-Jhnt 'l:lh~n it. comeo t1> nntional interest. and 

cultural ~ff1n,1t.y based diplomacy., 'l'old.ng a functional 

definition. that diplo:naey 1s the otylo or mot.hod of saauring 

ne.tionnl intereoto, we can say that cul turol d~plornaey 

resulting from <:ultural aff1nit.ioa is but a fnc11:1tat1ng 

foetor in rool1c(lt1on of nationel interest and is t.huD a 

pert nnd pere,el of t.he samoo-



The rtlol.lsat.1on of persons 11.1«1 Nehru t:h:ot the objeet1ve 

of aehieving brotherhood emonq nations could not be fully served 

by en understllndlng of solely the po11Ueal objective-s of our 
~ 

neighbours led to some thinking on thG linoo of cultur'e. A 

9reat.or umterstandtng of cul.turos ~ their contemporary tranas 

end directions. or in other words a lively eu1t.urol re1nUonehip 

wao equally necoss4:lry. It. was eloo racoynined that. the eJt.o'taric 

and d1!lto.rte4 lmtu;.re of Indian people and eulturo prope;eted 

abtoad wes on impediment to the grot1th of warmer enc.1 closer 

undorstond!nq between her and other nat:ions. The portrayal 

of India abroad took little account of the essoru::o of eultu.ro 

cm.orging through h(l)r erta, 11tore.tute, music and the ehenges 

at. social level resulting fror.t progressivo thJ.nk1ng. The 

neoa w~s also felt of a netione1 organ1sotton to spur the 

aehiovom&nt of this objectJ:ve. The Aa1an Relations Conference 

hel6 in New Delhi in 1946 was follot~ by tho setting up of e 

Confor-e.nee of Cultural Cooperntion between IncUa on4 o·ther 

Aoi&n countr1os, ~hers of which included t:epresentativtts 

of most. of the Asian govomment.s. At a rneatlnq held on 21 

Auguot 1949, the conference unon1r.oualy passed tho following 

resolution• 

..... that ()arly atepo shDuld be tckon for strengthening 

the ties of cultural cooperation and. exehcnge ~een India 

end ot.her Asien countries. ln order to glve pract1en1 shape 

to this objective* resolvos. tha-t.. this meeting trnnsforrrtS 

itself into a provisional cornmitt.oo of lndien COuncil fOr 

Cultural Cooperction with lnatruct.ion to• 
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• C a) p.r:ept:u:e & <i.raft. conoti tut.t.on fo£ -the propos«\ 
counc:t.lt · 

*'(b) organise the nucleue of .a llbraey and e. reading 
roomr · 

.. 'e) unaortako such other pr0llminory tmrk as mny be! 
noeossnry, ana 

0 (4) convene e general eonforcnc:o sometime in Nov~or 
when ·tho dr-oft. con~tt tutlon can be adopted md. 
the Coundl fomally inauguro.ted" • 1 

Thus tho tndi·® Coune1.1 for Cul tut:$1. Relations. Wl~s tJStebl1nhed 

and. formol.ly inaugurnt~ b Apr.S.l .1950 to aervo tho o'bject1.ves. 

The ~unc:l.l ttes an autonor.ous organ1s.oUon J:Qctd.v1ng 

annual grants•in-aid :f%'013 the Go"·~rnment of lndin. The 

eon.otitut.ion cf the Council provideo for flw off1co bearers. 

nn::iely; (1) th$ ~res1dent- (2) Ttto Vice-Preo!ttrmt.o, (3) 6'1naneial 

Adviser,. (;).) tho S&cretaey. The Pr.enident. be1ng appointed by 

the Prcoidcnt of the Indion Republic for four years. 

The C~c1l hao four primary nuthorlt1os viE.• tho 

Gf'..norol As.t:u:mbly# the Governing Body, tho l'lnanee Committ.es,. 

any Standing Comratt.toe set up by the Pr<!a1dcnt, Oenersl 

Asse.7~ly or the Gove.tnlng Body. 

The Council' G programmes of pft>rrotinc; eult.ural under• 

att;nd1ng follott l:lnos apptovod by tho Government of 1nd1a 

en<l ere framed by the dlot.1ngu1shod peoplo in the field of 

culture wo con;•dso tho Oencrel Asaetr.bly Md the Govorn1ng 

aody cf the Council. These aro co;npr·ised tn th$ follov1no 

broc::d hoad.:;rt 

1 X!'ltlicn Council of Cultural Relations ( 1950-GG)., 
(New Polhi}, PP• 5-6. 
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1. Roceiv.lnq snd guiding dtot.!.ngu1obr!J6 eu1eurcl. viol• 

tor$ end scholars from ebrottd. 

2. Prornotlng Indian studles eb::oed .. (This is done by 

conat1t.uting of profesnorshlps of Indian studies and _send1nq 

ou.t l<!cturers of HincU end other lndtan 1enouagc1J., Dance end 

t:~usic lnotructor.a. DGput1ng Indion scholnra on locture tours 

in foroign courttrios ~d ·giving trnvol g.ronts 'to dtstinguishod 

lndtcn poroonnlitien to attend conferencoo abroad). 

3- Publication ot jou.rnnle,, boolto• translation of lm11an 

work$ in different longu.sgos., PrescntntiOft of books on 

In~inn themes to fbr~ign culturnl end academic inst1tut1ons 

ond pcroone11 t.iasJ aervlaen of COuncil* s 11bror.y and. reeding 

roomt bibliographies on lndim themes Mtl holding emtbi tions 

of books relating to other. countries. 

4. .Services for ovoraeeo &t.udonts in lndin~ 

s. OrganianUon of talko end lectures by Gmlnent 

cultural personalities, tho holding of AnnUal. Anad l-letnOdel 

Leet.ures: Se.minara and Conferencon of 1nternat.t.onal cherac-

t.er. 

e. Hold1fl9 exh!bi tiona of arts o:f othor munt.rios. 

Heco1ving and presenting in lndia <lol~at.ions of performing 

ortittt.s of other countries. P rooent!nt; Xndlan performing 

artiots to v1o1tors from ebro~d $nd sending out dologntion$ 

of Indian por!:orming CJ:tists c'broed. 

1o Institution .and msn&GCf>"en~ of Jtlllcharlel Nehru 



APJ?SNOilt S 

':fbo nemeo of count~ies m~ld.ng up tho. lndJ.on ocean aron 

eceotdtng to thQ workloq pq>or of Sri Lanka prepared in 1973 

e.r~a 

Afghanistan 

Australia 

3tlhtein 

Bl'lU.t<u\ 

8otswana 

Burma 

Deoot:rat1e Yemen 

Egrpt 

Ethiopia 

India 

1ndonesi4 

Iren 

Iraq 

Kenya 

Kuwait 

Looothc> 

Ho.degasker 

t-t.olcwl 

Malaysia 

Maldivoa 

f.Jauri tius 

Nepal 

Omen 

Pllkistm 

Qatar 

saudi Arabia 

Singa,poro 

Somalia 

Sri Lanka 

.Gud.an 

Eh.iEmiland 

Tha11an4 

uqend.n 

United Aepublicof ttonmenia 

YQtl.\Qn 

Zamb£& 

There 1$ nmt ·e consensus in theM Hoc Com.tttee on 

tho Indian Ocean. that in addition to eoestal en4 ~ate 

hinterland. all those ntotoa whose eeeess to the 1ndlen Oeonn 

\tas tbrQUOft c.'!04stal &tates and 1'Jhooc security was .affected 

by developments in coest.nl states should be included in t.hio 

list. 
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Bh&$1n~ . v.• •. It.. {#y.ea~~9Wlt a1 ~!lff JJl. lb.l. ~n4!sn os,,im 

tNew Uclhi; ..... Chand. 1981 • 

0 

121 



122 

-· ·- " .... , ...... ~ ~~~D.f::o&ed {Lcndont Me.cn!llan, 1970). 

Gunt.'her!. John, enp,,&def§W.\b,..~WCJl (tlet.f Yorkt Simon end 
~:~cbuster-, 1968 • 
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Bara, Richard, Ko; .,Tho <...~turel SignJ.fic~ of Hlndi in 
f·1aur1t1us"• §gut}J As&i (Uedland.e* Uo Auotral1a). 
vol.3, no.1># p-p.1 ..... 12: 

Gupto.. Vijny. "India,. ncruritius. t"!ozn:nb!quc • Ooino from , 
P.l1~~' • 0 V1D1t."• ~D!t~QB (tlo;-;r Dolbi) •. VOlo2l, J 
oo.l, 4 Scptcnbor 1902, PP• 7-8. 

Josc::pb,. Lolyvol6, .. Reet.lally.tom Mauri t.J.us Seoks national 
Unity". b ¥.9.&"1: Tit.nr.S (tt. Y. l ; 19 Morch 1960 .. 
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f4entr1. Goneoh, *'ln4redhcnuobi Doon t".o.f.n Vis.btro H.lndi 
SommalOfla (in Hindi), 9lm~ (Oo:nbllf)• 3 O~oor 1976,.. 

scott, Sir Robart.- "t.cmg ttelk to Sel~-ocvemnent'• # D~a .tAms.a 
(London), 12 March l9G9o · 

Singb~ i1 100•~ uaoool of 'tonguoo 1n t•1ourit1um" 0 ZJltl.T&mgs / 
9'C~~Di&H (Uoo DolhiJ,. 1 Scptembor 190.2• PP• 1 end 9. 

Tir£to, "t4aur! tiuo : Into tho Vacuoon- 11~ (Ch!ca;o. lll .• l, 
15 June 1970~ -

Zaripov • l-lidkhct~ "Left Victoryn, !st $~mQ.ll (t:'.oaco-d) ," ../ 
noo26, juno 1982, p.l1. 

th.o O.mtD (Kuruchi) 

:J~Q- §e<!!2~&c T&ap~ (New Delh1) 

1be 299.£.419Jl (London) 

'l'bQ .~ (Madras) 

:Qlp ,tU.~Gn ;,~lt!!S (N~I DolhtJ 

1.rn1is!! •. Ea.E£ssm (now Delhi) 

iat;omel&smal;. i1££21d. IalmmQ < Hcngttong) 

':fbs Nat .~SGJ.i..Tlmog tNoY•) 

IJlo _ OJmu:y.gr;; (London) • 



t~g.Tel~~ (CaleutteJ 

1ll.! .~ (London) 

T)lg .. ~lm9P gf. i.t!!U,P. {New iJolhi) 

T&;1b!nss ( Chon41garh) 

Pt~A1i•r. 

Af;:,tco .Bel9&.t ( N$W Yorlt, t~. Y .1 

P.blm»!U t Bo:nbay l 

!m%1,a '.f~ax 

.J.'J!Ji8), ind .. EQA.t&sm. &milt (New Delh1) 

J.O:iA Jg)!~ (NCM Delh1) 

f.:l·lPt:\, Nsr-ta Pmmt.so. ~~ .. ~ . (New Delhi) 

!in&D.olt:~m U~ow Dolhi) 

£la'aGt.1Qg,. r.rJ.msa (Port touio) 

t!atPJtRQ!S hisw Xork. N w Y •) 

t;!! '1'~! (Moscow) 

~th ~~lt! (Nodlan<ls. t>I.Auat.rol1n) 

~ (Chicauo, lll.J. 
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