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The present study is an attempt to study the problems
,féced by a refugee community in an alién social environment
especially the problems of adjustment and assimilation im the
socio-cultural milieu of the host country. It is a case study
of'mibetan refugees in Indias An attempt has also been made
to compare the Tibetan refugees with other refugee communities
in India, vize. the Panjabi and Bengali refugeess

In this study, my endeavour was to verify whether the
adaptation of the refugees in the social and cultural milieu
of the host country is an on goigg process or an once-for=all
process. The hypothesis has been tested with reference to
Tibetan refugees in India and the results accrued confirms that
the adaptgtion is a continuous process rather than a one step
processs

A pertinent question might be asked as to the selection
of the problem. In ay 6pinion, the refugee problem being.one of
the major problem faced by most of the countries has drawn little
attention of social scientists. Thus, in order to explore various
dimensionstof the problems, venturing into such an area did not seem

0 be a futile exercise.



I faced vgrious problems in collecting data and tapping
other sources. ‘Theré ia an acuté paucity of literature on the
topice Secondly, the government officials reluctance to let
me have an access to the classified material further added to
the problem, since the section (Tibetan refugees) considered as a
secret and sensitive issue by Ministry of Rehabilitation and hence
did not encourage investigation of the problem. Even the information
that was available from the Ministry, especially statistics
reg;iding the number of refugees, the expenditure on each
refugee camp and the like did nbt always conform with information
available from other sourcess ]

-It should be emphasised here that this study is
exploratory in nature. This is to be regarded as a preliminary
effort'to full fledged research which I propose to undertake

for my Ph.D work subsequently.
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INTRODUCTION

— awe G N L e S W ee— e e mae

IN human history, wars, natural calamities,
religious and political persecﬁtions have been creating
continually a class of displaced persons who are uprooted from
their native abodes. This class of displaced and uprootéd persons

are referred to as refugeese.

The presence of refugees creates several problems in
the social, cultural, political and economic spheres of both the
hosts and the refugees. The magnitude of these issués has increased
considerably during the 20th century. This is partly due to the
enormous increase in the refugee streams witnessed during this
periode The division of REurope during the second world war forced
thpusands of persons to leave fheir homes in Péland and East Germany
and to seek refuge in West Burope. The creation of ISrael produced
a number of Arab refugee camps and the events in mainland China,
Cuba and parts of pfrica (Nigeria) have created several mammoth

refugee streams. In this regard, India since Independence has perhaps



9

witnessed the worldt's largest refugee influx from East Pakistan

(now Bangla Desh), West Pakistan and Tibet.

This enormous increase in the influex of refugees puts
considerable .burden on the host society especially if it is itself
an 'underdeveloped! country ike India not having the requisite
resources to feed its own people. Not only does it create economic
problems for the host society, but it also poses a host of
political problems for the host society.

The mere act of hosting refugees may also genérate tensions
in the international political relations of the.host country.

Even the assistance that the host country may receive.may depend
on its political posture. Internally also, a new class of refugees
receiving assistance and favoured treatment of the local government
and various international agencies may often lead to unrest from
within. Apart from generating such political tensions both
nationally and internationally, the extent of adaptation of the
fefugees to the host society and vice-vers; may affect the social
structure qf the host society itself. Hence it is essential for

social scientists to study the refugee problem in all its

dimensionse

Yet, inspite of the importance of the'problem, very
few studies exist on the refugees. Most of these studies have

been in the field of psychology and social-psychology emphasising



on iséues such as nostalgia, depression and invulnerability of
the refugees. The sociological literature in the field however
remain scanty. Hence in this dissertation an attempt is made
first to review the socioclogical literature that is available
on the refugees and next to develop a framework to study Tibetan

refugees in India from a sociological perspective.

The term refugee has been subject to variéus
interpretations by social scientists and experts in International
law. According to Sir Simpson1 , "a refugee is one who finds
himself deprived of legal action, mutual support, the access to
employment, and the measure of freedom of movement which happier
mortals take as a matter of course. In an ordered world this legal
protection and mutual support constituting what might be called
social security is enjoyed by the nationals of a sovereign state.
Security is extended to them, not only at home, but when they move
around the world in other countries. The refugee, unless specizal
means are taken for his protection, has no such security but exists
in any cauntry on sufferance. His defencelessness lies in his
inability to demand the protection of any state. For all practical
purposes he is outlawed by his country of origin; in his country

of refuge, he has a measure ordinary legal protection in any

1e As cited in Vernant Jacques: The Refugees in the Post-war
World (George Allen and Unwin Ltd. London; 1953) ppe 4-5




decentlygoverned state. above all, ke has no ciaim such as the
right to confinued residence, and he is liable to expulsion if his
presence for any reason is no longer desired. The essential quality
of a refugee therefore may be shid to be that he has left his
country of regular residence, of which he may or may not be national
as a result of political events in that country which rendered

his continual residence impossible or intolerable , and has taken
refuge in another couantry, or if sglready absent from his ﬁome, is

unvwilling to return without dangers to 1life and liberty".

Regarding the definition of refugees in international

law; two conditions must exist2 :

(i) Persons or categories of persons gualifying for
refugee status must have left the territory of the state
of which they were nationals.

(ii) The events which are the root cause of a man's becoming
a refugee derive from the relations between the state and
2 its nations that is victims of natural disasters are
- excluded.

Kleller3 described three main types of refugees such as:

(1) Those who have become refugees due to economic causes;
(ii) Those who became refugees due to war, and those

(iii) who owe their refugee status to political, religious or
ethnic reasons.

2. Saxena, ReN. "Refugees (Asia Publishing House, New Delhi, 1961)
Pp. 2-3. :

3« Stephen L. Keller: Uprooting aml Social Change: The Role of
Refugees in Development, Manohar Book Service, Delhi, 1975) pp.5=1(
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The first category of persons involves those men whose

moves are voluntary and the cause of displacement can be
described as positive'motivatipn or a desire for economic betterment.
The actual travel is felt to be more of an adventure than an escape.
Since in most of the cases, death is not the alternative to migration
and violence does not attend it, these people suffer little or no
psychic damage.

The second category, 'wvar refugeest'! includes those
made homeless by war and who have not yet been resettled, the
displacement sometimes voluntary, some times not is negatively
motivated. It becomes necessary to flee if onets safety is to be
guaranteed. Since thesec type of refugees in most of the cases
returned to their homelands, it becomes difficult to characterize
them as refugees, but in some other cases, in which they canndit

return to their homeland, they are usually known as war evacuces.

The third category of refugees, is a relatively new one:
Those people who as the result of a new government or new policies
find themselves threatned in a hostile eanvironment and secondly
because of community's ethics and religious world-view is out of
harmony with a new governing majority or thirdly because of certain
political beliefs, which is not in consonance with the new governments
policies are forced to flee their native land for the purpose

of securitye.
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These three types of refugees is a broad classificafion
and in any nétion there may be more than one type: e.ge Korea has
both the second and $hird types, Australia has the first and third,
Holland and Israel have all three and in India we also have second
and third type of refugees such as Tibetans, Panjabis and Bengalis
etc. FPurther, even among one refugee group, depending on their
migration and time of departure different types can be founda
Recently there has been a resurgence of the second type, the war
evacuee of external variety i.e. traditional people who, because
of enemy occupation of their ferritory are forced to flee to more
or less inhospitable or unsympathetic areas e.g. the Nigerian Civil
War had the effect of forcing many into a precarious life in the
jungle, and the Chinese occupation of Tibet has sent thousands of
Tibetans into the hilly regions of India.
in these definitions of refugees, we noticed that all
of them regard refugees to be nationals who have migrated
to another country. While this could be accepted, it should be
emphasised that KEIler;E_Sftegory of economic migranis does not
fit in with other definitions of refugees which regard the refugee
as an involuntary migrant, who cannot return to his country and
enjoy the same citizeaship status as those of other nationals.
To accept Keller's categorisation of an economic migrant as refugees
would lead us to categorise Indian migrants to the middle east

countries in search of joh opportunities also as refugees. Therefore,
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a refugee for our purposes is regarded as a person who has been
compelled to abdicate his motherland due to loss of political
status or due to hostile environment created by the emergence

of new religious or political grbups.

This definition is also in conformity with Indian
government's approach to the refﬁgee problem. The Indian
government does not treat these refugees as foreigners and gives
them full citizenship rights if they so desire. This definition

comes close to the third category of refugees as defined by Keller.

‘India, has absorbed three diverse refugee streams in its
short histéry sincé independence. The partition of the country
in 1947 led to an exodus of 8,500;000 refugees from East and
West Phidstan. Of these, 50,00,000 were from West Pakistan in the
period 1947-'48 and 35,00,000 refugees from East Pakistan in the
period 1950—514. According to the census 1951, the total number
of displaced persons in India in 1951 was 74,79,278. These figures,
it is believed, understate the refugee inflow. In addition, the
Chinese occupation of Tibet iﬁ 1959 also led to the inflow of
additional 50,000 refugees led by the Dalai Lama since 1959. It
is to be borne in mind that all these refugees lost their homeland
and were catapulated into an uncertain world. Murphy5 cautions

that the refugees in India were unlike those from Eaurope to

4. Vernant, Jacques: op-cit. pp. 745

S5¢ Murphy Gardner: In the Minds of Men: The Study of Human
Behaviour and Social Tensions in India (Basic Books Inc.
Pub. Hew York, 1955) pp. 166=167.




American shores or REuropean Jjews to Israel, people dndowed

with a great hope for a new life or people fulfilling an ancestral
destiny of a religious community. The refugees in India were
"more struggling sufferers trying to pull together the fragments

of a lost life but unable to do 30"6.

Unfortunately, very few studies exist of these refugee
communities in India. 710 be precise there are three major studies

one each for the three refugee communities in Indiae

0f these, two Viz{,Pakrang study of the Bengali refugees
and Palakshappa's's study of Tibetan refugees havie been conducted
from the sociological point of view. The third study conducted
by K:eller9 on the Panjabi refugees in India has been done from

the psychological point of view.

Pakrasit's study was conducted keeping in view with the

following objectives:

"i) How the displaced persons behaved to remain together
in family level by inner kin bonds and in doing so, what
structural modifications they had to accept within family
units in post-migrational living ?

ii) How far caste influence caused differentiations among
the refugee migrants in their propemsity for building
up a new after migration disorganised kinship organisations
on family level in West Bengal ? /

iii) How the displaced families originating from different
occupation classes (agriculture and non-agriculture behaved
in reorganising disrupted families in West Bengal ?" /08

60 Ibldo PP. 1 67—1 68
7. Pakrasi Be Kanti: [The Uprooted: A Sociological Study of the
Refugees of West Bengal, India, Calcutta, India, 1971

8. Palakshappa T.C. Tibetans in India: A Case Study of Mundgod Tibetal
Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi, 1978

9. Keller: op.cite.

\O .~8 . Palrracs D Tan+s A At nn Q1N



In other words, Pakrasi was interested in studying how the
traditional caste and kin bonds of refugees were affeéted by the
trauma of partition and forced migration. His study also focused
on the extent to which the refugee's occupational background
supported them in reorganising their post migrational family life in
West Bengal. Pakrasi used tﬁe field data collected immediately
after the partition in 1948 by the Indian statistical Institute, Calcutt:
His analysis éf West Bengal data led him to the following

conclusions:

i) The refugees with the occupational background of trade,
business and commerce, bureaucratic and non-bureaucratic
professions reacted 'more quickly and vividly in taklng far
regching decisions in favour of migration.

ii) Those refugees whose occupational background was agriculiure
quickly settled down in rural habitats in consonance with thei
occupational background. However, & sizeable minority of them
went to the cities of Calcutta and Howarah had proved to be a
problem group there as they could not adjust themselves to
miscellaneous non~agricultural avocationse.
iii) The class of refugees who belonged to the occupational
background of the trade and commerce mainly congregated in
the cities in search of jobs. Those who belonged to the
. bureaucratic and other services preferred to migrate +to the
towns in West Bengal.10-D
Pakrasi's study also reveal that crisis of partition and
uprootment did not disrupt the institution of joint familiy:.. This
he attributes to the persistence of the cultural norm related to the
Hindu way of life and the sirength of the caste system. Thus
Pakrasits study highlights the importance of Hindu Culture and Hindu
way of life in explaining the minimal disruptionvof family life among

% .
refugees. He further stresi\that unlike in the case of other social

structures which are disrupted by crisis fo individuate the human
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beings, the crisis of partifion in Bengal maintained the
existing social structure based on joint family and caste. This
culturological explanati;n of Pakrasi's7however7does not take . "
into account the more important and interesting issues namely

. - ; X . 10.
success of refugees in adapting themselves to the new circumstances =

On? the basis of a review of several studies gquoted
in Pakrasi's book itself11 it is apparent that those refugees
who migrated to the cities of Weét Bengal found it extremely
difficult to adjust themselves whereas those who settled down to
agriculture in rural areas found it least difficult.to rehabilitate
themselves. If we match this fact to Pakrasi's analysis of occupational
background of the migrants>settled in the rural and urban areas, it
becomes evident that the problem of adjustment was most acute in the
case of refugees with the background of trade énd commerce and
minority of agriculturists to settle in cities of West Bengal.
Pakragsi is of the view thal since a sigzeable portion of displaced
families continued to regard themselves even after 14 years of
partition (at the time of study) ;s refugees they have not been able to
tassimilate themselves! into tle mainstream of Bengali life. He seeks

an explanation for this in socigl psychological factors, but

10. Pakrasi B. Kanti: The Uprooted: 4 Sociological Study of the
Refugees of West Bengal, -India, Calcutta, India, 1971, pp. 115=20.

11 . Ibldo PP 1 27"28.
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he does not elaborate on this. Whilé Pakrasi recognises that
this lack of assimilation has something to do with governmental
financial support to refugees, he regards the refugee problem

@s not an economic problem but a social psychological problems

Many observers of the_refugee scene in India have
commented on the lack of adjustment and assimilation of Bengali
refugees as compared to that of the Panjabi refugees, although
both the refugee communities were mainly settled in states which
were contiguous to the states from which they migrated. The Panjabi
refugees were quick to adapt themselves and succeeded in agriculture,
trade, commerce, and industries. The Bengali refugees, however,
did not show this dynamism. There are several explanations offered.
According to U. Bhaskar Rao12, "the East Bengali refugees were mainly
agriculturists, the pressure on agricultural land in VWest Bengal
had already reached such proportions that the resources one could
mobilize for the relief of immigrants were negligible. The displaced
persons in the West revealed a praisworthy mobility; they were feady
to spread themselves out over the whole country, as it was not so
with the refugées from Bast Pakistan. They were reluctant to move
beyond West Bengal, Assam and Tripura, where they were largely
concentrated. West Bengal naturally, had to afford asylum to by far the

»
lergest number, a burden for which it was ill-equipped.

12. Rao Bhaskar U. "The Story of Rehabilitation: Rehabilitation
in the Eastern Wing (Ministry of Labour, Employment and
Rehabilitation) Govt. of India, Delhi-1967) pp. 141-142.
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Thus, while Pakrasi suggests that onlyi?efugees who

éonverged to the cities of VWest Bengal posed a problem in
rehabilitation; Bhaskar Rao goes on to point out that because
of the non-availability of land, even those Bengali refugees who
were settled in agriculture proved td.be a problem. While this
statement of Bhaskar R& ié broadly true, it is interesting %0
study the problem of those Bengali refugees who were settled
outside the state of West Bengals The newspaper reports of the
mggg:ggmp located near Raipur in M.P and of Dandakaranya project
in Orissa also indicate the lack of adaptation of the Bengali

13

refugees. The Mana Camp according to Indian Express “consists of

65,000 to 70,000 refugees who crossed‘over into India in the

early 1960's from pEast Pakistan. These refugees have been
deserting the camp in the hope of reaching Sunderbans of West
Bengal where they feelthey could be resettled in an eavironment
which is familiar to the one they left behind. sccording to this
newspaper report, the refugees miss the soil rich, rainfed, verdant
énvironment of the 'Sonar Bangla'. In addition, this report
attributes the failures in adapting to the conditions in Mana Camp,
to the habitual®laziness of the refugees bred by the fertile soil
and fish laden waters of the r 'Sonar Bangla'. Other newspaper
reports on Mana Camp while commenting on the lati charge and police

action upon the refugees refer to the step-motherly attitude of the

13. 1Indian Express, 20th June, 1975



e
o)

central and the concerned state governments regarding these refugees.
According to the editorials in the Sfatesman14 the trouble in
the Mana Camp was the reéult of accumulated indignation of
5¢2 million people of dast Pakistan. These editorials, speak of
the discriminatory attitude of the central government towards
Bengali refugees vis—-a-vis Panjabi refugees. While the total
expendi ture on Panjabi refugees reported to have been 456 crores
it was argued that only Rs.85 crores were spent on the Bengali
refugees. Not only this, the Centre according to the editorials
disowned the responsibility 14 years ago with a final grant of
Rse 220 million, @ven. this amount was not properly spent. The
ameliorative measures such as School facilities, low interest bearing
loans and tax concessions to industrialists who employ refugees
were piecemeal and tentative léading to horrors of Mana refugees
camp., Scortched earth, blazing canvas, endemic dysentry and no
medicines to be had within miles speak of the rigours of existence
of refugees in inhospitable tracts.

Another major effort to résettle Bengali refugees is the
famous Dandakarnaya Project, where the forest ares straddling
two states namely M.P. and Oriss%%as cleared in 1958. According

15

to a report in Patriot “the project authority took up 37,000

displaced families of which 80,000 families consisting of 90,000

t4. The Statesman , Editorials of 11th, 14th Septemoer, 1974
15. Patriot, 11th August, 1977
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members were settled in 325 villages set up in this area. The
Statesman report of 22nd Octobef, 1977 points out that these
settler's villages resemble a typically backward Indian village,
complete with money-lenders, opportunists, and politicians who

thrive on the misery and ignorance of common man. The settlers,

the report says, have been reduced to an alien community viewing
everything and everyone with distrust »and pessimisme. Land

and money were distributed, dams ani highways built and priorities
were determined arbitrarily and policies chénged with persons leading
to protest, agitations, police actions and political sloganeering.'

It is alleged that the members of extension staff were mostly

drawn from UsP. who had no idea as to how to tackle the problems
peculiar to the latirite terrain with uncertain rainfall. Further,
.. another report in Statesman published on 20th May, 19’7516 points
out th?t the refugees were the vicitims of political intrigues

between the Centre and state governments. The Central government
points out that the state government views the refugee problem

in terms of its leverage against tle central government. The

central government charge is that the syccessive state administrations
misused the funds allotted to the refugees, abused contracts for

camp amenities and obliged influential political supporters under

16. The Statesman: 20th May, 1975



the pretext of land for redistribution, and regarded the

refugee camp as a reservoir of willing manpower for election
duties. The project officials on the other hand complain against
the lethargy of the refugee themselves leading to a lack of

success of these resettlement projects.

-Recently, we have ﬁitnegsed a massive exodus of Bengali
Nrefugees from Dandakaranya to the Sundarban areas. Inspite of
having been settled in pandakaranya for more than 15 yeafs, the
Bengall refugees have not beeﬁ able to grow roots in their new
homeland. There are various reasons to be acéounted for this

massive desertion from the Dandakaranyae

.. The obvious reasons Gye:@ the rocky terrain)poof
irrigation facilities, poor productivity along with the politics
by vested interests at the expense of the poor refugees. Further
the hostility between the local tribals and the refugees have
contributed also to aggravate the situation. With the completion
of Pteru dam project in HMalkangiri zone for irrigsation purposes,
there has been a consistent effort to deprive the refugees of this
potentiglly rich land by some vested interests. In other words,
the extremely hard work the settlers had put in clearing and |
reclaiming land in this zone which was due to be rewarded in 1978

has been systematically sabotaged by the vested interests’7.

17. "show the Moon and Pick the Pocket", Hditorial Comment an
Refugees, Economic and Political VWeekly , Vol. XIII, Ho.i14,
spril 8, 1978, p. 59%.




The exodus is not quite spontaneous. DDa (Dandakaranya
Development Authority ) which was established in 1958
have been able Yo resettle 20,101 families on agriculture and
1,168 on other related jobs. Moreover, 1,202 local adivasi
families also have been absorbed in rehabilitation project.
But more than 50,000 refugees have left Dandakaranya in the

past few monthsjall for the vaguely defined heaven of Sunderbans‘a.

The accumulated indignation over the years of Bengalil
refugees and the feeling of deseézyion has got deeper roots in [z
" step-motherly attitude of the central and state governments.
A cursory glanceaoa%:;tke amount of money spent in terms of rehabilitatiod
and compensation to Bengali refugees against their counterparts
(Hest Pakistani refugees) would present a clear picture and would

revegl the reasons for the miserable plight of Bengali refugees.

The amount of property with which the West Pakistani refugees
have been campensated are as fqllows: 70 lakh acres of land,
nearly 7 lakh village houses, 302,300 urban houses, shops and
industrial enterprises all abandoned by evacuee Muslims. The centre
N

built at its/expense 2,21,000 urban houses and put them into the
~

compensation pool. A parliamentary committee found that an

18 Roy Choudhury: "who is behind the Exodus', Special Report
in Sunday, May 21, 1978, pp. 16 to 18.
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investigation of only 78 claims, each of over Ksel lakh had
disclosed that excess claims totalling Rs. 1.19 crores had

19

been made by tre refugees concerned ~.

Apart from all this, the Home Ministry set up a special
cell to find employment for West.Pakistani refugees in govérnment
offices and public sector undertakings upto 1964, the numbef of
West Pakistan refugees given employmenf by the cell was
2,02,000. The Ministry's record shows that up-to that time only
204 Bengali refugees had found employment in central government
offices and public sectér undertakings. Loans were given on a iiberal
scale to the West Pakistan refugees and set off against their

compensation claims.

the Bengali refugees have not only not been given any
compensation, they have been forced to live in . . camggé on dole.
Whatever rehabilitation expenditure has besn incurred on them has

been treated as interest - bearing loan advanced to them.

For the Bengali refugees, till March 31, 1977 the DDA
has spent in 14 years almost Rs.79 crores. This includes RS.23.5
crores on general development, Rs.16 crores on adivasi welfare and

Rs. 38.5 crores on refugee rehabilitation2o. The other important

19.d Ibide pp.18

20. Tbide. PP 1q
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factor for the maladaptation of Bengali refugeesfikefbunlike

their counterparts, . . could not integrate with new surroundings.
Even after 15 years of settlement, the invisible umbilical cord

of his ancestral home (Bari) has been tugging on him. In

response to a single emotive appeal, he is prepared to move lock,
stock and barrel to an inhospitable marshy Land of the

sunderbans, nearer 'home'21.

While the Bengali refugee problem attracted mainly the
attention of sociologists and journalists a serious psychological
study of the refugees had to wait for the analysis of Keller.
Keller takes for his study, the successful adaptation of the
Panjabi refugees in order to discoVer the psychological factors
involved in the process. He is of the view that the refugees nay
tend to become parésitical.and may lapse into an 'infantile
dependent;state’ as in the case of Bengali refugees if sufficient
economic support of the host country is not gvailable. The Bengali
refugees, he points out, lapsed into the mentality of a frustrated
infant to whom all is owing22 because pre-parti tion land
arrangement and distribution of wealth in Bengal were such that
the Bengali Hindu refugees could not be resetiled on land
as easily as his Western counterpart. In Panjab, however the
fact that immigrant Muslim land was available for resettlement made
many of these Panjabi refugees who had suffered great calamitiés

and threats to life, invulnerable. Invulnerability,i, according

21+ ~ The Times of India, June 4, 1978

22, Stephen L. Keller; ope.cit. ppe 67.



~

to Kelleriua psychological trait which makes a man feel that he
belongs to the chosen few for whom no danger would cause any great

" harm. This feeling:pf invulnerability , he explains, is the result
of the harrowing ordeals and threats to life refugees experienced
inspite of which they manage to survi ve. Invulnerability according
to Keller infuses the need for power (n power) which makes them to
take to business, comnerce and large-scale agriculture because the
doors to conventional careers such as the military, the government
and politics are blocked off by groups that have alrgady staked out
for these vocations. Hence the 'invulnerable Panjabi refugees*
became successful agriculiturists, businessmen and industrialists
transforming Panjab and Haryana into the granary of India and into

a highly industrialized state. Keller is of the view that the
invulnerability resulting in the high n power would make the refugees
take high risks and search for unconventional strategies in order to
succeed. Such high risk-taking ability led them to make signifiéant
contributions to the development‘of Panjab and Haryana. Xeller's
explanation counters Mbclleilandgg argument which locates in the need
for achievement (n~ Ach) the psychological raw material for economic
development. One of the éharacteristics associated with n-Ach is

a willingness to take moderate calculated risk. Xeller believes that
MeClelland's afgument fits well in situations in which the economic

development has already begun. In tle relatively underdeveloped

23. MecClelland, David The Achieving Society (The Free Press, 1961)
as cited in Keller opecot. Dpp. 248




society in which rapid growth has just begun or is on the
horizon, a high-ris®, high-gain situation prevails. In such
situation a strategy in which there is a high risk component is

likely to be socially as well as individually beneficiale.

Keller goes on to point out that the refugeéﬁ ability
to take high risks and succeed though not especially aggressively
made them the target of aggression by envious non refugee324; This
led to a situation of compefition between the refugees and
non-refugees which legitimised and institutionalised the synergy.
Synergy is the socially shared world view that sees competition as
legitimate. Kach individual in a synergistic situation while
maximising his personal goals, benefits society. Thus synergistic
situation created by the influx of refugees contributed to the
over-all sustainéd growth of the entire Panjab and Haryana region.
The over-zll result of synergy which is gradually transm;tted from
refugees to non-refugees makes for greater participation in economic
developmefit and that the values of the society does not become
concentrated in the hands of few magnates and Zamindarse. Thus
Keller sees in refugeehood the potential for economic development
and social change in the host society under certain specific

conditions.

24. Xeller, Op-cit. pp. 252



Unlike Keller, Hazeigrmrst'szs study of a Panjabi town
points to the fact that refugees enterpreneurial success is
related to their greater social mobility which he attributes partly
to the influence of religious reform movements such as Arya
Samaj and partiy because parti tion has deemphasised already diminshed
importance attached to such elements of crthodoxy such as sub-caste
distinctions amd obesiance.to Brahmins. Hence, freed from the
traditional obligations and values which fied down the local merchant
communities, the refugees could use unorthodox strategies for success
in entrepreneurial activities. It ié to be noted here that the
refugees studied by Hazeijgurst mainly belong to the trading and
business ciass. Thus Ha;;ihurst's thesis comes close to the well
known sociological theo:ies which isolate fhe marginal man who, freed

from the traditional values and obligations could strike out in

new directions to become successful in tie enterpreneurial field.

Thus the review on available literature on the Bengali
and the Panjabi refugees lead us to conclude therefore that the
former represent a case of unsuccessful adaptation while the latter
represent a case of successful adaptation. Successful adaptation
could be regarded as a situation when the refugees becomew self-reliant

either individually or collectively and also loose their identity as

25. Leighton y. Hazelbhurst in !'Structure and Change in Indian
Society' eds Dby HMilton Singer and Bernard & (Cohen.
Aldine Publishing Company, Chicago, 1970. pp. 288-289.
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refugees. Adaptation is unsuccessful when the refugeeLétill
regard themselves as aliens in the host society and continue to

depend upon support from external agencies.

From the above memtioned studies, the crucial factors
that makes for successful or unsuccessful adaptation of
refugees are:

1) 1he amount and nature of governmental assistance
to rehabilitate refugees

2) The elements of social structure and culture of the

refugees prior ® migration

30 Actual experience: ofﬁgéfugees in tke process of
uprootmen t.

Tﬁis way of identifying the factors responsible for
adaptatioﬁ however may lead us to view adaptation‘as a onci;;éd—for-all
processe. But adaptation is a continuous process, ks we ar;ifware
from Kellerts study and that of Hazelhurstt's 2. successful
adaptation may itself lead to refugees becoming the envious target
of host society. While such hostility may under certain circumstances
lead to over-all development of the host society and changes the
social structure and culture of refugees themselves, it is quiet
conceivable that the hostility from the host society may aéversely
affect the refugees integration into the host society. This may be-.
particularly the case if the social structure and culture of refugees
is completely alien to that of host sbciéty. In this context, it is
relevant to study the process of adaptation of Tibetan refugees

in the Indian socieal and cultural milieu. TUnlike the Panjabi

and Bengali refugees, the Tibetan refugees belong to a social and
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cultural order which is distinct from that of the host soéiety.
Hence in the what follows, we attempt to explore the process of

adaptation of Tibetan refugees in the Indian setting.

To anglyse the process of adapté%ggg at work in the
case of Tibetan refﬁgﬁes it is essential 10 have an understanding
of their economic, political and sorial life prior to thei r arrival
in India. Hence the traditiénal polity, economy and social
structure of Tibet is delineated in Chapter II. Following on this
in Chapter III, we discuss the events that led to and that followed
the entry of Tibetans into the Indian soil and the attempts made by
the government and several voluntary agencies in resettling the
Tibetans. In doing so, the part played by Dalai Lama's organisation
is also discussed in Chapter IV. We proceed to analyse the actual
process of adaptation of Tibetan refugees to tie In@ian milieu and
the consequences thereof for both the refugees and the host society.
In_the last part of Chapter IV we compére the adaptative process
of Tibetans with those of the Bengali and Panjabi refugees in order
to develop a model for understanding the process of change created

by the refugee influex into India.
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THE TIBETANS - BEFORE THE EXODUS

IN order to understand the process of adaptation of
Tibetan refugees in Indian setting, it is necessary to
comprehend the sources in the traditional social structure
which makes for adaptation. This would imply that we study
the Tibetan social structure_and culture as a unified system
and not as a collection of diverse cultural traits and classes.
It also requires us to map the social structure and culture over
the geographical terrain of Tibet, because at low levels of
technology, ecologicai factors significantly limit the social

structure and culture,

- Tibet is a vast plateau of around 4,70,000 sq.miles
with an average altitude of 16,000 £t. above the sea level. It
lies between the latitude of 27% and 37? northe It is a land
locked plateau being at least a 1,000 miles away from the sea
in any direction. The plateau is bounded on the north by the
Kanlin range and in the South by the Himalayas. In the west, it
is bordered by the Ladakh ranges and the East consists of a rugged-terra

with deep gorges.
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Palakshappa1 divides the Tibetan plateau into the

four following regions:

1. 7The northern plateau with an average altitude of 16,000 ft.
is cold and dry with hardly 20 c.s of rain-fall. HMoss,
» lichens and the sparse grass are the only vegetation found
in this area and is thinly populated with nomads.

2 The western highland region which is a source of rivers
Indus and Sutlej is more hogpitable. While cultivation is
possible in the river valleys of the region, there exists
nomads and semi-nomads with large flocks of sheep and herds
of yaks and mules.

3¢ The south central region which is the land of valleys

ig g fairly well populated area. The river Bralmputra and a
number of tributaries flows in this region. The average

. altitude is not more than 15,000 ft. and the valleys are
only 11,500 ft. high, fThere afe forests with timber and
orchardas. In some villages even rice is cultivated. The
vegetables and fruits are grown in this area. This is
the region in which the capital of Tibet Lhasa is located.
There are several other cities apart from Lhasa in this area.

4. The Hastern plateau known as Kham is rugged and comparatively
dry. It is the home of the Khampas and through this region
passes the trade route to China. Agriculfure and fruit
gardening is possible in the valleys and pastures on the slopes
support the livestock.

1e TeCs Palakshappa: ‘*Tibetans in India', A Cas%é Study of
Mundgod Tibetans. Sterling Publishers (Pwt.) Ltde New Delhi,
1978' pp. 23-240
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Thus being located in anisaccessible région, Tibetan
society has had minimal contact with its neighbouring countries, .
The Tibetan societly has been virtually left untouched by the
impact of western civilization. Thérefore it should not
surprise us to find in Tibet its own form of religion, social
and political structure which in many respects remains unique in
the world.

Although Tibet is a land of many religioms including
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Boh-a folk religion peculiar
to Tibet, the dominant religion of Tibet is Mahayana Buddhism.
Buddhism was purported to have been introduced in Tibet,by a
Nepalese prince who converted the King and Queen of Tibet. fThe
Queen of Tibet came to be regarded as the reincarnation of the
Hindu Godess Tara, and is the only female Godess worshipped by
Tibetan Buddhists. Many of the animistic rights prevaleat in the
Bon religion were assimilated by the Tibetans in their Buddhist
practices. The worship of Godess Tara being one such instance, the
religious ceremonies at death, initiation and marriage being the
otherse yncretism of this nature illustrates the emphasis on
divination in Tibetan Buddhism. It is used to tap the knowledge
which a Tibetan feels must always exist somewhere, but which is
not attainable by any means othef than divination. This process
is used to communicate with spirits, foreéast the future and to cure

"the diseasese Powers of divination gives its possessor
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considerable prestige in the community.

The Tibetan Buddhism is a rich philosophy having its own
dialectics and metaphysicse. It also congists eof an advanced
depth psychology linked to the‘techniques of a meditation and
the control of psycho-physiological functions (yoga); an enormous
pantheon, countless rituals, popular practices, cosmological
speculations agnd systems of divinationz.

Mahayang Buddhism which constitutes the Tibetan brand of
Buddhism plays a predominant role in their lives. To perceive the
manner in which it influences the attitudes and way o life, it
is necessary to provide a broad outline of the principles implicit
in Mahayana Buddhism.

The Buddha taught that the ultimate need was liberation
and that this had no other object than the experiencing of NirVana3.
But the Buddha when pressed for answers regarding the nature of
Nirvana, the origin of the world, the reality of the self angd the
like withdrew into & ®noble silence'. Intellectual curiosity unable 1

remain content with that silence sought to indulge in varied

intellectual speculations. Many claim that it was this that led

2+ ReAe Stein, Tibetan Civiligzation , Faber and Faber Ltd. London,
1972, pp. 164.

3¢ Nirvana is tde-spiritualisationt it is the act of one who
has comprehended the futility of tryimg to hold his breath
or life (Prana) indefinitely, since to hold the breath is also
to loose it. Thus Nirvana is the equivalent of release. Moksha
or salvation. Nirvana is seen as the cessation (NIR) of
turnings (VRITTI), hence the cessation of turnings of the mind.
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to Mahayana Buddhism. This, as Wakts points out, is false,

for *the vast body o;t‘ Mshayana ;ioetorine arose not so much

to satisfy intellectual curiosity as to degl with the praectical
psychological problem encountered in following Buddha's way"4.
The central theme of Mahayana Buddhism has. always been to bring
about the experience of Nirvana, hence the provision of
tskilful means' (@;;__ya) for making Nirvana accessible to every
type of mentality.

Implicit in Mahayana Buddhism (Maha meaning 'Great' Yana
being 'vehicle! hence the great vehicle of liberation3 is the
concept of individualized and collectivised mind. The unenlightened
man, far from the stage of full awakening bevlieves himself to be in
possession of a mind uniquely his own, that is an individualised mind.
This is an illusion. What is unique is the one cosmic mind. It is
quiet absur@i to think of Nirvana as a state to be attained by some
beinge. There are in fact many Buddhas. The idea of a ﬁoddhisatva.
is implicit in the logic of BuddhismG.

The Boddhisatva became & focus of devotion (Bhakti) |
"g saviour of the world who had vowed not to enter the final Nirvana

untill all other sentient beings like-wise attained itz. It is for

4. Walts, Alan, The Way of Zen, Penguin, 1975, p. 77
. 5¢ ReA. Stein, Op.cite pp.164

6e Walts, alan, Ibid. p.77

7. Waits, Alan, Ibid. pp.81



their sake that he consented to be borm again and again into the
round of Samsara ( which refers to the everlasting round.of birth
and death) until, in the course of innumerable ages, even the
grass and the dust has attained Buddhahood.

One of the fundamental tenets of Mahayana Buddhism
is the belief that Nirvana does not emerge through an anhiliation
of the senses, nor is Nirvana a separate entity from birth and death.
You do not seek Nirvana for it ié a folly to look for what one has
never lost. Jung§ calls it "the self-liberating power of the
introverted mind*., The sphinx gazes at 80 distant horizon across
the sandy wastes. Its +inflinching gaze is directed inwards and its
'posture bares the calm arising out of self-knowledge. The Buddha,
in other words, is within each one of us and Buddha-hood is simply
the manifestation of perfection already in man.

The Buddhist is a Bhikkhu (a beggar ) and is characteristically
represented by a begging-bowl which heAtakes from door to door to
acquire his foode Even food which is the basic necessity,is not
to be bothered about. The only thought is Nirvana.

It is this essence of the Mahayana spirit which is
ingrained among the Tibetans. It moulds their attitude to life,

in fact their entire weltanschung.

8+ CeJe Jung: Tibetan Book of the Great Liberation (ed.) by
WeYe Evans WEntz, Oxford University Press, London, 1954, pp. 38-39




Tibetan Buddhism, however is a special form of Mahayanag
Buddhism, viz., Lamaisme In it an important role is played by the
Lama who is just not any monk but a personts spiritual mastei' or
teacher (guru). The interesting and significant characteristic
of Lamaism is that its central religious activity is the concern
of only the monks and hermits and is inaccessible to ordinary
believer. The latter pin their deep faith on the members of the
monastic community and can only hope to improve their karma through
the giving of the gifts to monasteries, lama/s or the poor, by
making pilgrimages, lighting lamps before the images of deities and
asking the blessings of the lamas. The ordinary folk o# lay
Buddhists do not hear sermons or have any private prayers. They
belong to that class of persons whose intellectual faculties are
not developed enoughe

Tibet is usually described as theocratic state because
the Dslai Lama (or the head) is considered to be the incarnation
of Avalokiteswara Tibet's patron Boddhisatva. But isteinjo
stresses that it would be more accurate to speak of Tibet as an
ecclesiastical state.

The Buddhi st monasteries in Tibet are highly privileged.
They are exempt from tax and services and may be regarded as

independent overlords, for they own land and serfs yielding them tax

9¢ ReAe Stein 3 Opecits pp. 172-173
10. Ibide ©Ppe 138-139.
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and servicesy and discharge all functions of authority“. The
monasteries supply the government with officials and in this way
are able to exercise political control. In addition to this the
monasteries indulge in money-lending and acquire thereby an

extra source of revenue (fees) through the performance of rites.
Rich monks even own property and‘have two monks as servants. fThe
clear polarisation of social classes is maintained inside the
monastries. The impoverished lower clergy cannot afford to pay for
the lengthy studies needed to reach high monastic positions and remain
in the state of Avidya, or ignorance, and must devote their lives
t0 one of deep and sincere faith on the richer monks and lamas.

The Tibetan religious order is hierarchical and highly
authoritarian. At the top of this system iis the Dalai Lama who
rules in consultation with his tutors. (That is, those who as
authorities on religion,taught the Ielai lama in his younger days).
At the lower rung is the abbot who heads a monastery and is
responsible not only for maintaining the land and property of
monastery but who in his capacity as religious head is also expected
to resolve the religious arguments that crop up from time to time.
Every abbot has five lamas assisting him. The status of the lama
depends on the number of oaths that he takes. The higher categories
of lamas take what is known as the complete oath which involves

keeping two hundred and fifty vows.

11 . Ibid- ppo 40.



Upward mobility in the religious hierarchy is achieved
with severe penances. VWhile one has to take at least hundred
vows to achieve the status of a 1a.mé. and pass rigourous religious
tests, not many can keep the vows and pass the tests and hence

end up in the lower order without reaching the status of lama.

The Dalai Lama in Tibet is not only a religious authority
but the political head aswell. But though in thedry the Dalai Lama
is the supreme.and at the top of the hierarchy in reality, the
district and often the village sub-divisions enjoy considerable
autonomy in the interpretation of laws and in their administration1 2.
The head of the district is a member of nobility who is
appointed by the Dalai Lama. The nobility is distinguished from
the common people in Tibet and the nobility enjoys certain
privileges. The recruitment to the class of nobless in Tibet is made
on the following principless
1 A commner family in which Dalai Lama is supposed
tgp be reincarnated is raised to the status of nobles.
This family receives a large estate from the government.
Thus many of the Lhasan nobles were descendants of the
brothers of previous Dalai Lama.
2 Some families are raised to the status of nobility by
the government in return for the past services as warrior
body guards.
23« The third group of nobles consists of families who trace

their ancestories back to the early Nonarchies which
existed prior to the rule of Dalai Lamal3,

4. Some of the new noble families are descendants of marrigge
between the nobility of Tibet with that of sSikkim and
neighbouring countries 4

12. ReAe Stein : OPQCit, ppo127

13 Sir Charles Bellj The People of Tibet, Oxford University Press,
London, 1968, ppe 65=6T.

14. Rinchen Dolma Toring, Daughter of Tibet, The Camelot Press Ltd.
London, 1970; pp. 81=82
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The nobility in Tibet formed an endogamous group.
They manage estates for the Dalai Lama who in theory owns all
land in Tibet. The nobles pay an annual rent to the Dalai Lama for
the estate they hold. The nobleman has full rights of taxation
and of administering justice within his estate, He can select

servanta for his household amongst his serfs.

There are nobleman who are also traders and mamfacturers
of rugs and blankets which they export to other countries. But

their major source of livelihood comes from the landed esi:ate1 5.

Below the district administration, comes the village level

administration which is usually small consisting of ten to twenty

" families belonging to a clan organisation. It is a locus of

patrileneal clan and hence exogamous. The position of the head of
the village is hereditary and is usually the clansman who combines
seniority with capability. He sits on the tribal council of the
region as a representative of his clan. The tribal council and the
clan and at a still lower level the family, all represent the
principle of cooperation that works in the hierarchical Tibetan
social structure. The members of the village cooperate in herding
cattle. The responsibility assigned for herding is that of the

herdsmen of the village. (Careful compensations are made for those

15« Carrasco, Pedro, Land and Polidy in Tibet, Seattle, 1959,
Pp. 101-102
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families who are short handed because of the call for commnity
work. This type of cooperation extends to the tribal level also

to organise raids ami battle campaigns by the tribal c:c:um':il'.6

The family is also organised on the principle of cooperation
in Tibet. The family is a corporate unit possessing rights over lands
and over pastures. The noble families thus form a corporate unit with
rights of taxation over the landed estate. The families among the
peasantry are also corporate entities with tenancy rights over land,
To preserve the corporate nature of the family, usually polyandry
(especially fraternal polyandry) is practiced, though other types of
polyandry such as among friends, and among father and sons when the
father marries a second time are also prevalent. The eldest son
in the family becomes the head of the family and his younger brothers
have to work under his jurisdiction within the family corporation.

The cooperation and corporate living embodied in the
Tibetan society is however not universal. Among the commoners, there
exists a group called the Du-Jung, where family does not act as a
corporate entity. Access to land among them is on an individual

basis and they practi ce monogamy and polygyny”.

16+ TeCe Palakshappa: Op.cit. PPe 27
,70 - Ibide PP 300



It is to be noted that the control exercised by tle
digtrict over the village snd by the central governments over the
districts is dependent on the geographical location of the districts
and the villages. In the remoter areas of Tibet, political control
of the central government is almost negligible due to bad communicatiem:

and transport during the winter season. The ecology of Tibet
modifies the political hierarchy and grants considerable autonomy
at the village and di strict level.

The principle of cooperation which widely operates in the
traditional Tibetan social structure is interrelated with the
Mahayana philosophy of collective Nirvanay No man attains Nirvana
alone. Liberation is a collective aim and a Bodhisatva is born
again and again till all his other fellowmen achieve the peace of
the 'noble silence', the realisation of the truth. The quidtessence
of this philosophy is expressed through the dominant principle of
cooperation prevalent in the Tibetan social structure.

This principle of cooperation works not only at the
level of the tribal village, clan and family, but also within
the context of secular hierarchy. The hierarchy is based mainly \/
on rights over the land. The nobles who hold estates engagé serfs
to till the land. There are different categories of serfs.

According to Gold Stein, as quoted by Palakshappa, there are two
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major types of serfs as indicated in the following diagra,m:18

Serf
v ! |
Pax Payer(Khralpa) dehung
¥ ) ¥
tBound* Dudchung = Human lease Dudchung

Charles Bell identifies another category of serfs

whom he regards as the masterless peasants. These peasants
are depdndent on the regular tax-paying serfs from whom they rent
land. The serf became bound to his landlord because of the low
productivity of land which makes him borrow in order to survive.
Many of the serfs who live in abject poverty are indebted to the
nobility, monasteries anfl large land owners for nearly three
generations. The serfs are therefore not only tied to the land
but also to the nobility. There is no way out of this system
for the serf except through joining the priéstly order, which also
is difficult if not insourmountable'?.

fibet has a very short agricultural season confined

to the summer. During this season only barley, buckwheat, mustard,

potatoes and turnips can be grown. The land available for cultivation

i8. Ibid. ppe. 39
19. charles Bell, Op.cit, pp. 85-87
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is limited and is barely sufficient for the members of the
village. Hence most families take to animal husbandry also. gnimal
husbandry may range from keeping dbor animals such as the goats,
sheep, milk cows and borses to keeping yaks. Yaks are herded in
distant pastures. Most of the Tibetans aspire to owning Yaks.
And as those families who own Yaks usually own a herd of themn,
they are compelled to go in search of pasture land, the rights over
which are also clearly demarcated between villages. Hence such
peasants are called semi-nomads and are distinguished from the
gsedantry farmers.
Besides the semi-nomads there exist full fledged nomads

in Tibet herding Yaks across well defined routes. In summer these
herdsmen move to different grazing grounds on mountain slopes and in
winter they assemble in their villages ig the valleys and live on
Yak butter. These herdsmen are also tied to the nobility who own
thousands of animals.

| Besides agriculture and animgl husbandry which stratifies
the society into distinct 'estates! the Tibetan economy comprises
of a trader class also. The Trader class could be regarded as the
middle class. However trading;is‘also indulged in by the nobility.
Prading involved, till the Chinese occupation of Pibet, the import
of salt, cotton goods and luxury articles for the nobility. The

chief export items are wool, yak-tail, hide, borax and herbs.
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There also exist in Tibet highly skilled artisans such
as carpenters, painters, builders and iroh-smiths to make weapons,
But the category of artisans do not enjoy a high status in the

Buddhist Society of Tibeta?

Thus we notice that the Tibetan social and political
structure while being hierarchical provided considerable autonomy
for the villages, partly because of the. geo graphy of Tibet. Purther,
cooperation forms a dominant theme in Tibetan society ranging from
the family to the nation. This spirit of cooperation is infused
"not only by fthe Tibetan Buddhism which emphasises on collective
Nirvana but also by the Dalai Lama who is the supreme authority
both in the religious and the secular spheres of Tibetan social
life. Further, although Mahayana Buddhism emphasised other worldly
concerns, it nevertheless recognised the this worldly concerns

of the laify which was necessary to maintain its polity and economy.

20, Macdonald.pavid The Land of the Lama, London, 1929, pp. 243
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EXODUS AND THE PROCESS OF REHABILITATION

Eighteen years have now elapsed since the flight of the
Dalai Lama from Tibet in March, 1959. The Tibetan refugees who.
accompanied him in large numbers into exile in India and its
neighbouring states of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim have now lived
for almost a generation in their new surroundings. Their children
have been born and educated without contact with their home-land
depending solely on the memories of older generations for their
knowledge of the 'land of snows'. Since the present Chinese rulers
of the Tibet have virtually sealed the country off from the outside
world, only a handful of persons have in recent years been added to
the original groups of 80,000 to 1,00,000 refugees. Some even put
the figure at 1,20,000.

The 6«}6‘7\%(5 of the Tibetan exodus lay in events as

far back as 1949 when several editorials appearing in the communist
press in China hankered over the liberation of Tibet from the

capitalist reactioﬂaries and its return to the motherland of
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the People's Republic of ghina. For the annexation purpose,
the advance yunits of the people's liberation army invaded the
eastern frontier of Tibet, and within days captured the eastern
region first and then whole Tibet came under their control.

On November 7, 1949, an appeal was made to U.N. for
intervention, but Russia and China in UeN. claimed that Tibet : :
is the part of China. The issue was regarded as the internal affair
of China and the UeNs had no jurisdiction over it. The Tibetan
a.ppéal was thus shelved and no action taken. Having waited to test
the world reaction, the Chinese army renewed its offensive.

Finally, the Tibetan officials signed a 17~point agreement
on measures for the peaceful liberation of Tibet in Peking on ~
May 23, 1951 but it bore no fruit. To expedite political consolidation
and military build up, China embarked upon a programme of extensive
road-building in Tibet and hundreds of thousands of Tibetans were
conscripted for labour. By 1956, China began to implement land
reforms and cooperatives in the eastern region which soon led to
rebellion. Revolt broke out in the Litang, Batahg, and Chab-mdo
areas of eastern Tibet, and then spread to the southern province.
Local Chinese garrisons were attacked. The communists also
retaliated by bombing the monasteries. This only intensified the.
determination of the people to resist, especially the Khams-pa

natives of the gastern ‘lﬁ.bett.

1. Encyclopaedia Britanica Vol. 21. William Benton Publishers,
Bondon, 1969, PPpe
1107-1110
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In 1956, Dmlai Lama paid & visit to India and told the
Indian Premier that he was afraid that Chinese meant to destroy
the Tibetan religion. He therefore pinned all his hopes on Delhi
and expléined that he wished to stay on in India until his country
could regain its freedom by peaceful means. Mr Nehru advised him
to go home as he had received assurances from Chou-en-Lai, who
was visiting Delhi at that time, that the complaints against the
Chinese in Tibet would be reported to Mao~Tese-Tung and the causes
removed, Hence he returned to Lhasazo
But upon his return, he found the situation had reached
a breaking point. The Chinese commander put pressure on the Dalai Lame
to deploy Tibetan troops to suppress the revolt, but he refused.
The Tibetan officials fearing for the Dalai Lama's personal safety
urged him to flee the country. On the night of March 17, 1959
the Dalai Lama escaped from Lhasa with a few of his loyal officials
and his family members to India. Along with him many other Tibetans
also crossed into Indias.
Regarding the motives that made Tibetams leave their

country, Palakshappa4

who interviewed a number of refugees in Mundgod
settlement has mentioned the following: The first was that there
was an acute feeling of anxiety about the future of Tibet and its

people. They were apprehensive of the fact that their rich culture

2. Geider Rome and Stuart: The Timely Rain, Travels in New Tibet,
Hutchinson of London, 1964, pp. 199-200

3. TIbide PP 8ol .

-4+ TeC. Palakshappa; Tibetans in India, Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd.
New Delhi, 1978, pp. 16-17




would lose its identity as Tibetans under communists. They would
not be allowed to practice Buddhism. The second and moréxEQeclflc
reason was that many Tibetans heard of the massacre of lee%ans

on a large scale because they did not toe the line of communism.
In addition, the Chinese were said to be coercing the Tibetans to
take a bride or a groom from the Chinese. This measure was aimed |
at destroying their race of which the Tibetans are so proud. The
fourth reason was the information that their spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama had taken refuge in India. The fifth reason wgs that
the Chinese had planned the annexation in such a way that the
families were split among themselves. They gsed the children to
tspy! upoﬁ the parents, and the wives upon their husbands. Thus
the occupation of Tibet by the Chinese had created a sense of

insecurity which drove them to emigrate.

[«
No afurate statistics are available on the number of

Tfibetan refugees. The official estimates made by the Indian
government are not quite accurate, and in any case do not include
the number of children born since the refugees arrived in India.
Although small numbers of Tibetans have emigrated to Switzerland,
Canada and in still small numbers to other western countries, the
vast majority remain in the Indian sub-continent where the principal
efforts of the relief agencies have been concentrated. Here too,
the attempt is being made to keep alive the traditions of ancient
Pibet, and to maintain, in a free and independent atmosophere, even
if in an alien setting the continuity of Tibetan religion and

culture.
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Like all other refugees, the Tibetan refugees have
been confronted with two mutually contradictory pressures.
If, on the one hand, they seek to keep alive the idea of
\§aturn, they mgst somehow prevent their physical dispersion,
and, by their very plight, arouse the concern of the world, in
the hope that political conditions can be changed in their favour.
.The frustration of these ambitions, however may lead to their
abandonment or to their persistence as one of the world!s
unsolved problems, as has happened earlier with the Palestenian
refugees. On the othgr hand, if the refugees willingly accept
the generous contributions of relief agencies and by their own
endeavours, succeed in rehabilitating themselvqs in their new
homelands, they will inevitably be subject to pressures to
assimilate or amalgamate with their host populations, with the
gradual extinction of their distinctive characteristies. To be
sure, because India is already a multi-cultural, multi-religious
country the pressures to assimilate culturally (as distinct from

politically) was expected to be minimal’,

" The fate of such refugee communities depends largely
upon the calibre of their leadership. The Tibetan refugees, in

this respect have been doubly fortunate. Not only did the Dalai Lama

5. Conway, J.S The Tibetan Community in Exile, Pacific Affairs,
Vol.48, No.1 Spring, 1975/ pp.74-80.
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their acknowledged leader succeed in escaping to India unharmed,
but this took place when he was only twenty five years old.
The continuity of leédership through him in the succeeding years
has greatly assisted the consolidation of Tibetan communi ty
in exile.
The Dalai Lama is well aware of the dilemma of his onw
own situation. He nourishes and indeed must nourish the belief
that the political circumstances may change before too long, so
that he and his exiled followers will be able to return to Tibet.
As he told an audience at Bylakuppe, one of the Tibetan agricultural

settlements in South India, a year ago:

t It appears that within three to six years, the situation

. may be likely to change. We are now in a hopeful situation,
that is, hope is nearer. Therefore, I urge you that
everyone should struggle continuously for our common interest
as we hagve done in the past and we should not loose our
morale. In Tibet, not only the older people, but the
younger people who accept communist ideology are opposed to
Chinese aggression and thus have great moral strength to get
Tibet back to Tibetans. The whole Tibetan people have one
common goal, "The independence of Tibet" * (6)

The Dalai Lama has not discouraged emigration to Western
countries, and has assiduously encouraged the majority of hié
supporters who remain in India to rehabilitate tﬁemselves in their
new surroundings and to take advantage of the opportunities offered

by the Indian government and the voluntary agencies to establish
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viable commnities designed to become self-sufficient and
self-sustaining. This policy has two obvious merits; first,

it will ensure that the Tibetan refugee community as a whole
remains intact gathered in sufficiently large groups to be able to
maintain their own language and religion, and with Tibetan
schools teaching the essentials 0f their heritage. Secondly,

the economic support created will prevent the Tibetan from
becoming a depressed and dependent minority, existing . .

solely from the handouts of world community, which might so easily
forget them, or ignore them in favour of more pressing claims

el sewhere. The policy of self-sufficiency, however, runs the risk
that the settlements might become too suceessful. In Karnataka,
for example, streneous efforts have been made.to prevent a situation
where less fortunate or industrious Indian groups be envious of

of the Tibetans achievementé7.

There are estimate to be about seventy thousand refugees
in India. The majority of them were poor hailing from the areas
of Tibet bordering Bhutan, Nepal and India. A/few thousand
refugees from western Tibet also came into Ladakh and some came
through the passes of Panjab, U.P., Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim,
while many canme through the North East Frontier Agency, now

Arunachal Pradeshe

7. 1Ibid. pp. 82=83.
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The Ministry of Bxternal Affairs, which was put incharge
of the refugees recorded 14fﬁ660 refugees in 1959-60. 1In its
1960-61 report the number r;;;rted had risen to 25,000. fThe
next year the number of refugees was put at 33,000, some 4,091
being new arrivals. In 1962-63, 35,000 were recorded and in
1964 .65 the numbers had jumped to 45,000 in the countrya. This
jump in number can also be attributed to the unstable conditions
and disorder following China's cultural revolution, the impact of
which did not escape Tibet. At the 20th Session of the General
Assembly (1965) of the U.N. the Indian delegate had also mentioned
that, "to-day there are thousands of Tibetans refugees in my
country. Approximately 50,000 who have left their hearths and homes
and'fled from theiir country to join their leader and seek refuge
in India. The plight of tle se refugees still continues..."

By 1967-68 the number had statilized at 56,000 and this
figure continued to be recorded in subsequent reports. New entries
were becoming fewer in number and do not seem to have made an
appreciable difference to the over-all numbers. Most of those who
managed, and still manage to escape the increased vigilance of the
Chinese belong to the Southern parts of Tibet. Ae late as 1975, 1976

9

new entrants were recorded .

8. Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India, Annual Reports,
1960=-161, 1962-63, 1963-64 and 1964-65.

9. Ibid' 1967-'680 p. 18.
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When the work concerning Tibetan refugees was taken over
by the Indian Ministry of Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation
in 1968, the same number of refugees was recorded in its annual
reports until as late as 1974-75. How far these figures are
reliable is of course difficult to say. Neither the Indian
government nor the Bureau of the Dalai Lama have very clear records
especially of the present increases. The 56,000 relates to refugees
who came in since 1959 into India including Sikkim and Bmtan of
whom approximately 12,000 were children, 3,000 o0ld and infirm and
2,600 were Lamas originally, some 20,000 to 30,000 were said to
have entered Nepal but dwindled down to 12,00010. According to the
latest reports the government claims that a total of 56,000
Tibetan refugees are in India of which 33,700 are rehabilitated,
over 10,000 have been able to settle on their own while 6000 are
still waiting to be settled]!

According to the latest estimates of the Bureau of the
Dalai Lama12, there are approximately 83,000 refugees in India,
Bhutan, Nepal, Switzerland, Canada, Burope (excluding Switzerland).

The break down of figures is given in Appendix I. The Minigtry

wary .
of Rehabilitation, however, aref‘wg definite figures attributing

10. Ibido 1968-69 - 1974’750
11. The Hindustan Times, July 17, 1978 and the Times of India,
8th August, 1978.

12+ A Report ofi the ten years of Rehgbilitation of Tibetan
Refugees. Issued by the information and publisity office of
‘. His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Dharmsala, 1196Q. .
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this uncertainity to the migratory nature of Tibetan population.
No official census has thereforé been made and figures provided
by the Bureau of refugees in India, have yet to be verified
by Indian Agencies. Thus, even if we take the estimate of the
Bureau of Dalai Lama as accurate, we notice that the Tibetans
fofm a trickle compared to the refugees streams from West
Pakistan and East Pakistan13
\jThe settlement of Tibetan refugees in India has not been
an easy task. The Indian government tackled the problem
sympathetically, and to some extent, a number of voluntary agencies
also gave assistance. 'Tb start with, these agencies posed problems,
in that each wanted to help according to its own prediliction.
Therefore, a coordinating agency, the central relief committee (India)
was formed14. It is generally agreed that the Tibetans were far less
of a problem than the other refugees. With the cooperatian of the
Dalai Lama they showed discipline, tolerance and endurance.
Although most of the refugees were not agriculturists, but most
of the rehabilitation schemes had an agricultural bias. It was

not possible to get agricultural land to suit the climatic needs of the

Tibetans, who were used to lkving at great heights and in dry

13. The Sundfy : An Anand Bazar Patrike Publication, May 21, 1978.

14, P.N. Kaul, Frontier Callings, Vikas Publishing House, (P) Ltd.
pelhi- 1976, pp. 115-116
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climate. With the cooperation of various state governments,
some jungle areas were made available for the settlement of
Tibetans. Agricultural settlements, combined with other
subsidiary cottage industries, were gradually set up in Karnataka
Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. To start with,
8ince all the settlers were not used to agriculture and particularly
not in the hot climate of.India, it looked like a loosing battle.
One of the best settlement areas which government of India gave to
Tibetan was the three thousand acres at Bylakuppe in Periyapattana
district of Karnataka (formerly Mysore State) fifty miles from the
'Mysore town on the Mysore Coorg road. This has been regarded to be
in the most successful settlement‘s.

In all of these southern settlements, leadership is
vested in the coperative societ&, which is usually headed by the
" representative of the Dalai Lama in tke settlement, assisted by many
younger Tibetans who have graduated» from the school system.

In most of the settlements, small irrigational schemes
were evolved. Simple and cheap family huts were provided and in
. a short time the settlement became a collection of small Tibetan
villages. Eventually many of the setilers became rich enough
to build their own improved huts. Various facilities like bullocks,
ploughs and a few tractors were provided, carpet-making centres

were set-up as well as other coitage industries. By tradition many

15- Ibid. PP 117-1180
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Tibetans are good carpet weavers and from this source they

earn & good income and foreign exchange, Years later, another
settlement in Kﬁrnataka was set up at Mundgod and this is also
believed to be doing welle Settlements were raised in the hill
areas of Orissa at Chandragiri in the Parlekemedi sub-division

of Ganjam district. The 2,500 acres settlement was at a height

of 3,000 ft. but very hot with a rocky ground. At first, it seemed
no thing coule;;hieved, but with perseverance and patience the
Tibetans made this settlement a success. Small irrigation
schemes have been introduced, combined with animal husbandry
carpet weaving and similar cottage industries. Another settlement
was set up at the 3,000 ft. high Hainpaf platean in the Sarguja
district of Madhya Pradesh. This 2,500 acres settlement

initially appeared to have limited chances of success as the irrigatiq
possibilities were few and tube-wells were not feasible. The
condition of the cattle in the area did not give one much hope

for any worthwhile animal husbandry scheme. The settlers have had
to depend more on cottage industries than on agricultureAOr animal
husbandry but have made a success of their settlement. A small
settlement was set-up in the foothills of the Kemang district of
Arunachal Pradesh. One more settlement was set up in the lower
areas of Lohit district very close to Tezu, the district
headquarters. Although the climate was adverse, the Tibetans

made it a success through their hard work. They were able to
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supply a major portion of the vegetables, poultry and similar
requirements of the town and earn a good income. Another
settlement at Changlang in Trirap district of Arunachal Pradesh,

e

has not proved very successful because there were no irrigation
facili ‘tzies1 6.

While twelve to fifteen thousand people tms found
rehabilitation on the land, most Tibetans resorted to other
means for their livelihood with the assistance of the government
of India, they set-up big handicrafts centres for carpet :
weaving and production of other Tibetan products at Dalhmsie in H.P
and elsewhere. The remainder initislly found employment on
road construction in the cool; hilly areas. With the passage of
time, thgy have also been shifted to various agricultural
settlements or absorbed in Handicraft centres, Besides many of
them have left the settlememt to venture out on their own.

In the process of building self-sustaining and viable
settlements, the contributions of foreign voluntary agencies have
been significant. Beginning in 1966 with the provision of
3,50,000 dollar from the funds of European refugee campaign,
large=-scale rehabilitation projects have been organised and financed
mainly from Ruropean and North American sources. The board of
trustees for the common project of European Refugee campaign

established as its Indian partner, the HMysore Resettlement and

160 Ibid' PP 118-1 20,



Development Agency (Myrada) which has been responsible for the
creation of four major setilements in Karnataka. It has now built
up a body of expertise that makes it a valuable and effeciive
agent for development, not only for the Tibetan refugees, but also
for the associated projects of a similar nature designed to assist
landless people of the region17.

It is noteworthy that the Tibetan refugees burst into the
world scene in 1959~ the very year designated by the United Nations
as world refugee year. The U.Ne High Commissioner for Refugees did
not recognise the Tibetan exiles in India as refugees. The General_
Assembly of the U«Ne therefore passed a resolution authorising the
High (ommissioner to extend assistance to refugee who do not come
within the competence of the United Nations and to use his good
offices in the transmissiom of contributions designed to provide
assistance to them. It was a clear realization that the refugee
problem was a continuing one, and not be confined to the European
sphere or limited to those refugees falling within the scope of the
statute of the office of the United Nations High COmmissione; for

Refugees or the convention relating to the status of refugees‘e.

17. Conway JeS "The Tibetan Community in Exile : Pacific Affairs,
Vol. 48, No.1, Spring, 1975, ppe. 80-82

18. (General Assembly Resolution 1388 (xiv) 20th Nov.1959. 841st
Plenary Meeting General Assembly Official Records.
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While the United Nations could not resolve the
political status of Tibet, the humanitarian situation had been
acknowledged and deplored and the plight of the refugees
highlighted, by virtue of long discussions held within the
United Nations and outside. While the General Assembly at most
condemned to Commanist Chinese actions, any idea of direct
intervention remained frozen. Yet unlike the political problen,
the cogtinuous flow of refugees could not be shel vede The U.HN.
was ably supplemented by a varied number of agencies specialised
to look into the vast problems of huma;x welfare, Thus, while
the brunt of the responsibility for the refugees fell on the host
countries, the United Nations could act through its office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to help
alleviate the refugee problems.

By 1961, tre refugees had been dispersed to various
organised locations for settlement in India. The Central Relief
Committee's monthly report lists some 32 locations either at campus
or institutions including Nurseries, Schools, and hospitals being
rendered relief assistance in the form of food; clothing and
medicines. Stipenls were alsé given to meritorious students, who
were eligible to study in schools other than those created purely
for the refugee children and for those undergoing training in social

19

welfare and later in various ¥rades and vocations .

19. Fourteenth Session, Supple Noe16 (A/4354) pe 45. Para 81,
CeReCeI. Monthly Reports. 1961
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These localitiés were spread all over the country, and included
Bhutan, Arunachsl Pradesh, West Bengal, Sikkim Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Jammm & Kashmir in the North and Madras
and Karnataka in South, the majority being concentrated at Himachal
Pradesh. gshortly after thé rehabilitation processes were begun
in earnest, land settlements were also located at Orissa and
Madhya Pradesh.
Besides the Indian government bearing the expenses of
settlement, sources of relief aid mentioned in the 1961 reports
were traced to some fourteen organisations and governments. These
include the following: American Bumergency Committee for Tibetan
Refugees (AECTR) ; Catholic Relief Service (CR); Church World
Service (CWs); Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies (CORAGS);
Cooperation for American Relief Everywhere (CARE); Council of
YMCA of India and Ceylone Refugee Section; Ir.Thomags Dooley
Foundation, California, USA; Govi.of South Vietnam; Indian Redw(Cross
Society (IRS); Junior Chamber International, US(JCI); National
Catholic Welfare Conference (NCWC); National Christian COuncil(NCC);.
Save the Children Fund, UsK (SCF) and the Service Civil International
«sc1)
The Church organizations often acted in Cooperation with
each other and much of the aid seems to have been provided by
these and AECTR. This list, however, neither seels to indicate

the comprehensive assistance given through the years nor the total



works involved - it does not for instance give any indication
of the persomnnel involved either voluntatily or as attached to
organizations, or individual donations. Besides, as noted by
Woodcocks, some organizations chooseCto ignore the CRC (I)
channel and operated independently.

Last, but not the least, this chapter will not be complete
without giving'an account of the Dalai Lama's admihistration in
India which has played a significant role in the rehabilitation
effortse The Tibetan administration has been established with
a view to take care of the Tibetan refugees in India, Nepal,
Bhutan and Sikkim and at the same time preserve their separate
entity. The new administration sought to drastically change the
character of the administfation existing in pre 1959 Tibet.
Although the new administration clgims to be the government of
Tibet in exile the Government of Indiag has refused to acknowledge
it as such. The new administration was decentralised into
separate depgrtments each with its own portfolio of responsibilities
and administrative functions and with considerable freedom
in day=-to-day decision-making, though still held together by the
Kashag or the Cabinet in important matters of policy and general

supervision. The administration of the Dalai Lama is based at

20. Iabella, Khalthing: Tibetan Refugees and the United
Nations. Unpublished M.Phil dissertation, School of Internation:
Studies, JNU. New Delhi, 1977, ppe.39.
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Dharmsala, Himachal Pradesh his temporary headquarters and
is made up of several biln’!l:i.eazl .

Kashag , which both in form and function resembles a
Cabinet, consists of the Senior most officials of the Dalai Lama's
administration and makes policy decisions on matters relating to
the five administrative departments of the Tibetan government.
To-day, it consists of the five departmental directors who are
ex-officio members of the Kashage

Further there altogether 17 elected representatives
of the people - four members from each of the three provinces of
Tibet, including one woman member for each of these regims, one
member from each of the four major Buddhist sects in Tibet and
one member nominated by the Dalai Lama. The members of this body
undertake periodic tours of the various settlements, handicrafts
centres and other Tibetan institutions and help to bring their
problems to the notice of the administration in Dharmsala. Their
other function is to keep a check on the work being done by the
various departments in order to ensure that all Tibetan refugees
are looked after prpperly.

Regarding Tibetan national working Committee, the
17 elected representatives, the Kashag and a representative from
each of the five major depariments of the Tibetan administration

in Dharmsala together form a ﬁbetan Hational Working Committee.

21. A Report on Ten Years Rehabilitation of Tibetan Refugees
1959-1969, published by the Bureau of Dalai Lama, Dharmsala,
Pp.5-10, 1969.
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The Committee is the ultimate decision~making body dealing
with matters in which Kshag cannot take a decision.

The procedure laid down is as follows: the subject
in question is first discussed by the committee and then brought
to the notice of the Dalai Lamas. It is, then, again discussed by
the Committee in the light of his advice and a fesolution is
passed and submitted for the Dalai Lama's approval. The actual
work of the administration is divided into the five departmental
offices. they are:-

i)  The Council of Religious and Cultural Affairs of
His Holiness the Dalai Lams

ii) The Home and Rehabilitation Office
iii) The Council for Tibetan education
iv) Information and publicity office

v) Security and personnel office

In addition to these five offices, there are the offices
of Tibet in New York and Gemeva, and the Bureau of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama in Delhi, all three of which came directly under the
Kashag. There is also the office of the charitable Trust of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama in Calcutta which manages the funds of the
‘Tibetan government in exile and comes directly under the authority

of His Holinesszg

220 Ibid.o PP 10"5
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THE PROCESS OF ADAPTATION

IN this Chapter an'attempt would be made to study the process
of adaptation of the Tibetan refugees to their new abodes in
India and compare their experience 10 that of the Punjabi and
Bengali refugees. In order to do sc we draw heavily upon the
gociological study of a Tibetan refugee settlement in Karnataka and a.
few interviews and newspaper reports available on the Tibetan
refugees. It should be pointed out that with the paucity of
material the conclusion drawn are tentative and are to be used as
hypotheses for a full-fledged research proposed to be undertaken
by the researcher in his Ph.D work.

As has been mentioned in the last Chapter the Tibetans in

India have been rehabilitated in agricultural settlements as well as
in rural industries and handicraft centres in India. VWhile the
governmeﬁt reports speak of successful rehasbilitation of the refugees
in aggricultural settlements, in the initial phase, the industrial
fentres posed considerable problems. Thus for instance in 1966,
a group of international voluntary agencies envisoned a novel

idea of rehsbilitating 5,000 Tibetans on small scale industries
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requiring semi~skilled and un-skilled workers in the state
of Himachal Pradesh next to the foothills of the Western
Himalaya. They called themselves (Tibetan Industrial
Rehabilitation Society) (TeIeReSe). By 1969 the comstruction
of the Indian settlements was almost over. Then the cell
founded for the 5000 refugees scattered all over the Himalayan
foothills engaged in building India's strategic roads to
fcome home'J

Since 1959 these refugees (road workers who were
scattered) had been living in tents, earning an average daily
wage of szbout Rs. 2.50 and leading a very insecure life. Though
reluctant to root themselves in an alien land, the refugees
were willing enough to twait for rangzen' (independence) in these
industrial settlements indefinitely. So they rushed to their
newly built settlements, eager to start a more secure life. But
no sooner they 'settled down'! than they had to go back to road
construction. Industries which were supposed to empky them
flopped one after the other, after consuming most of the investment
in the ignition, and leaving behind empty factories and
quarelling managers and discontented workers. What were the
causes ? The official explanation sees belatedly though an

incompatibility between the agricultural and nomadic background

1e Tibetan Review: Vole VIII No.6, July, 1973.
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of the Tibetans and thev'complex modern industrigl setting!
in which they were placed, albei for a short while. But it would
be a sheer technological superstition_to maintain rigidity
because the Tibetan workers had no 'industriai‘eXperience'.
The schemes failed when the industries required little or no skill
at all such as plucking tea leaves or digging lime stonese

Things wenf wrong at the managerial level. There was a
deplorable lack of rapport between Indian managers and the Tibetan
Jeaders. And the decisive blow came from the contradictory system
by which these indusiries operated. Being purely voluntary
enterprises, the industries were exéécted to operate along
-humanitsrian lines. But there was neither the devotion and
commitment of a social worker nor the profit motivation of the
company executive. Between the two extremes were individual
interests which sought to gain at the expense of majority2. Besides
the industrial sites show little economic planning. The Fiberglass
Plant at Paonta is a case in question. The plant had to get its
raw materials from Bombay and its products had to be transported
to distant parts of India‘from a remote village.

Having learned from their past experience, the newly
appointed directors of TIRS, are now trying to give the defunct

industrial settlements a new lease of 1ife by making them,

2. Ibid.
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agricultural based, supported by handicrafts. "good earth
seems the only hope for the pre-industrial Tibetans". This change
in orientation towards industriasl centres seems to have succeeded

if one goes by the government reports.

The government reports mentioned above do not
however make clear the concept of 'succéssful rehabilitation!
which they use quite frequently. Probably, it meant that the
settlements became financially self-sufficient. But, the process
of rehabilitation and adaptation of Tibetan refugees is essentially
a social process. Hence to analyse this process we have to focus
on the social dimensions of adaptation. There is however, only
one book by Palakshappa3 which takes the social dimension into
account also. Hence we now turn to Palakshappa's sociological
study of a Tibetan settlement at Mundgod in Karnataka. At
HMundgod Tibetans were given virgin land which they cleared and
made it into dwelling units. The settlement is divided into
11 villages. The social composition of these villages has much
to do with the history of resettlement. The refugees while théy
were in transit camps were organised into groups based on
tribal affiliations. During the process of rehabilitation the
group leader used to be allotted land and houses for members of

his group. BEach family is given a maximum of 5 acres of land.

3. 7T.C. pPalakshappa, Op.cit.



He Z: in consultation with the families in his group distributed
the land and houses. This institution of the group leader operates
even now in the settled villages although the group leaders have
changeds Recruitment as a group leader is done by rotation every
year. Ewefyone in the group of families gets to be a leader.

gome time or the others The group leaders act under the village
leader. Their main task is act as a channel information between
the village leader and the member families. The group leaders wéuld
report to the village leader the felt needs of their representative
families and also pass messages which the village leader receives
from the cooperative society in the settlement and other official
agencies to their representatives. They also attempt to settle
disputes among the groups if only it is not settled are these
disputes referred to the village leader4.

The Tibetans have retained another feature of their
traditional life. During the process of-migratiOn the Tibetans
came along with their village leaders. The village leaders played
a significant role in protecting the members of their village and
in the distribution of food in the transit camps. They continue
to play this role in the Mundgod settlement also. Though in theory
they are elected by all the adult males who are heads of families

in the village and though their term of office is wupposed to be

&. T.C. Palakshappa. Op.cite pp. 44



for three years, in praétice the village leader gets melected

and many have retained their position from the days of the transit
camps. The village leader looks after the interests of the diverse
tribes rehabilitated in the village through the group leaders. They
also act as a link between the cooperative society for the whole
settlement and the village. The village leader is answerable to the
secretary of the cooperative society. He mobilises his village people
for the common commﬂnal tasks that have to be undertaken like
¢leaning land, mobilising savings and the like. He also acts as a
mediator between the villagers and the commercial banks set up in

the area. He ensures prompt payment of loans to the banks. He
transmits messages from the secretary to the cooperative society. He
performs his traditional functions of settling disputes that arise
among the members of his villages.

At the apex of the Tibetan settlement is the Tibetan
Cooperative Societye. The society is run by the Secretary who is a
representative of tle Dalai Lama's headquarters at Dharmashala and is
paia by the lattews office. He is the virtual king of the settlement
especially because he carries Dalai Lands authority. He also is
responsible for planning crops, and marketing and the like.

He can command people within the settlement. He acts as a mediator
between the local Indians and the government rehabilitation office
which funnels funds from various international and government

agencies. The society has in its possession 27 tractors

5 Ibid. pp. 45-46.
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2 Jeeps and a car for the use of the settlement. The tractors
were the gift of the Swiss government. The society has used the
services of two Swiss technicians to train Tibetans in using the
vehicles and in repairing them. It now maintains the workshop

set up by the Swiss government. The workshop now also caters

to the needs of the local inhabitants in the area. The society
also runs the primary schools in the settlement§ énmhe Mundgod
settlement, the Lama villages exists as a separate group. They are
the equivalent of the monastries of Tibet. The routine of the
Lama villages and their organization are different from that of
the other villages. Evéry Lama is given some land on lease

in Mundgod. But all the land in the Lama village is pooled and is
cultivated jointly. The income from land is used to meet the
day-to-day expenses and the residue is spent on religious purposes
such as contribution to>prayer halls and the preparation of

holy scriptse. There is a hierarchy among the Lamas. At the top
are the pbbots who are again ranked as senior or junior depending
on their age. The Abbots are the final authority on religion
within a partieular Lama village, next come the Lamas. The

"Lamas who are bachelors live in groups of twenty. Lamas are
those who have achieved 150 gunas or vows. The others are called

Monks. Lamas devote themselves exclusively to religious tasks

6. Ibide ppe. 43



65

such as reading of the scriptures, teaching new Monks and the like.
The Monks however combined religious tasks with economic |
activities such as agriculture. Those of the Monks who are not
physically capable of out-door work take on the charges in the
communal kitcheﬁ7. e

The Lama villages is autonomous of the other Tibetan
villages in the settlement. Each of them has its own cooperative
society independent of the Tibetan Cooperative Societye. The
finaﬁces, purchase and sale of goods for the Lama village%fﬁndertaken
by these societies. These societies are directly linked to the
Dalai Lamak office at Dharmsala. They nevertheless obtain assistance
from tke Tibetan Cooperative Society in the form of both men and
machinery.

While the foregoing description of the Tibetan settlement
of Mundgod clearly demonstrate that the essential features of the
traditiénal Iiﬁetan society incorporating the values of hierarchy
as well cooperation are preserved in one crucigl respect)the villages
in the settlements differs from the vidlages in traditional Tibete.
As the refugees were settled in Mundgod on the basis of the first
come first serve principle in each of the settlement villages,
people belonging to different class and different regions of Tibet

live cheek by jowl to each other. Hence no settlement village
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is homogeneous in terms of clan affiliation. This fact reduced
considerably the importance of clan organisation and has
strengthened the family as the basic unit of organization.
Palakshappat's data reveal a majority of the families are nuclear
and although polyandry is not prohibited most have preferred
monogamous marriages. The families continue to be patriarchal
and authoritarian with the eldest male being the head.

How far has the social organization helped in the
adaptation of the Tibetans to the local milieﬁ ? Palakshappa
argues that Tibetans at Mundgod represent the case of 'progressive
adjustment$ . According to him , economically the Tibetans have
made their settlement a success. Though new to agriculture they
quickly learned the techniques of growing jowar and rice with the
help of the cooperative society. ThefT;SW able to produce a surplus
which they sell in the local market. Some of them have even taken
to subsidiary occupations such as carpet weaving and sweater making,
which they sell in the bigger towns and cities of Karnataka.
They have become so prosperous that many have been able to re-build
their dwellings with better material. Many have also acquired
consumer durable goods 1like transistors , watches, colourful clothes

and the like.

8. Ibide pp 111-112.
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This economic prosperity of the Tibetans was however,
not easy. In the initial stages there was considerable hostility
between the local inhabitants and the Tibetans. The former felt

that their land is being given away to outsiders. However,

gradually a relationship developed between the local

inhabitants and the Tibetans. This was possible because the
government also gave land to the landless among the local Indians.
Further, the Indians found agricultural work in busy seasons on the
Tibetan land whereas formerly they had no work. The Tibetan
settlement also gave a boost to the demand for milk and butter
(which they consume in large quantities) , fish, meat and vegetables
apart from other daily provisions. In the beginning the Tibetans
.being illiterate and not knowing language usged to get cheated
by the local traders. But now they have been able to overcome
these deficiencies and have even become skillful traders.

This economic prosperity of the Tibetan is no small
measure to their cooperative spirite Their cooperative soclety
has procured funds, machinery and technicians to help the
settlers. Their communal organisation also acted as a buffer
vis-a-vis the resident Indians of the area and have protected
the 1lliterate settlers from being exploited by the local
money-lenders and traders. The communal organisation has been

so purposeful that now the individual Tibetans can carry on trade
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independently with local Indians.

Fconomic prosperi ty has brought about several changes
among the Tibetans. Of these the principek change is the creation
of the generation gap. The younger generation of Tibetan, many
of whom have had education and have become independent have adopted
an $ndian style of life. fThey dress in shirts and trousers and
have discarded the ftraditioml Tibetan dress which is cumbersome
and heavy in the warmer climate of Hundgod. They also have changed
their dietary habits and prefer Indian food for the traditional
Tibetan diet. They have also become independent of their parents
in matter of the choice of a spouse. They also look down upon
what they regard as unclean habits of their parents and older
menmber of the family. This has seriously eroded the traditional
authority of the elders among the Tibetans.

spart from the incipient generation conflict, the
Tibetan social structure is also witnessing changes along class lines.
Among the dgibetans ciass distinctions are beginning to show in
the families. The economically more successful families have taken
land on lease from the Indians as well and display consume¥ durable
items such as cars, transistors and the like and have a more
tmodern! style of life +than the others. Rank of families is

beginning to be evaluated on the basis of class now9.

9. Ibide. PPe 82"95



Then do all these changes convey the disintegration of the.
Tibetan identity and assimilation into the host society ? The
answer that one can derive from Palakshappa's study is in the
negative. Despite the cooperation of the local Indians in tre
economic sphere, the Tibetans are not employed easily by the local
Indians who feel they do not know them sufficiently. in the
cultural sphere there are still differences in values and believes
which keep the Tibetan aparte The Tibetan on their part cannot
comprehend the caste system prevalent amongst the Indians.

They also cannot understand the Indian's attitude towards animalsg.
If a snake is found in the field the Indians kill it whereas

the Tibetan would prefer to take it unharmed and leave it in a distant
place. gsimilarly, the Indians do not appreciate the purity-pollution
ideas of the the Tibetans and regard them as filthy. Added to this,
the schools run by the Cooperative Society do not teach Kannada

the local language nor do they encourage the Tibetan educated youth
to join colieges in Indiae. 4nother contributiqg factor has been

the impression in the minds of the local Indians that the Tibetans
will be going back home one day leaving the land for them. Thus,

it can be said that the changes that have come about have not

eroded the Tibetan identity although many of the distinctivé aspect

of Tibetan culture are giving waylo

10. Ibid. ppe 101=-105. -



It may be pointed out that the process of adaptation
delineated above may relate only to those who have been
permanently settled whereas hhny of them have sdught a livelihood
independently outside the settlement. Unfortunately, there is
no study available on the Tibetans living outside the settlement.
But if the newspaper reports such as that of Jamuna Ra® is any '
indication, the Tibetans outside the camp have also successfully
adapted themselves from Jamuna Rao's reporting on Asha, a Tibetan
who sells woolen garments in Bangalore it is clear that she has
voluntarily left her camp in a settlement colony near Hunsur
in Karnataka. She prefers to call herself a Nepali in order to
evade_officials scrﬁtiny. Her family still retains the house
allotted to them in the colony although they reside their for
only two or three months in the year. 1In the remaining they are
on the move selling sweaters bought wholq:éalg?fgdhiana as
Chinese or Japanegse sweaters. to the gullible buyers. She also
sells smuggled items for the discerning buyers. To buy woolen
goods wholesale three or four friendly families pool in capital
worth rupees ten thousand to fifteen thousand and buy the goods
once a yeér either in Iudbiana or in Bombay. This reflects
the strength of community ties even among the Tibetans outside
the settlements. In fact, Asha prefers to stay outside the

settlement and avoids officials lest they transfer them back: -
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-

to the settlement11. From a few stray remarks that Jamuna Rao
makes on Asha it is quite clear that polygamy is still prevalent
among the Tibetans. They still form an endogamous group
maintaining their separate identity in terms of clothes, language

and style of life.

The other journalistic reports available mention of the
Tibetan&takinglto hoteliering, circus, selling himalayan
hérbs . Some mention that the Tibetan settlement have even become
red-light areas. PFrom these reports on those who have not been
officially rehabilitated it is clear that Tibetans continue to
remain aloof and preserve their identity although they come
in clpser economic contact with the local Indians12.

Thus, although the Tibetans have displayed remarkable
capacity to adjust themselves to the host country and remain
self-sufficient gconomically, this adjustment process does not
seem to have eroded the Tibetan community feeling. However,
the generation gap that is witnessed in the Tibetan community
to-day has provided much cause of concern for the older generation
of Tibetans who fear an erosion of Tibetan culture and values
due to the impact of Indianisation and Westernization among the

young. The following interview by Ghanshyam Pardesi with

11. Deccan Herakd, June 21, 1978.

12, Youth Times, June 9,-22, 1978, a Times of India Publication.



Dawa T. Norbu , former editor of Tibetan Reviewa a journal
published by the Dalai Lama headquarters highlights many of
13

these fears .

Q According to you what are the outstanding problems which
the exiles are facing in the field of relief resettlement and

culture etce.

And. I think the outstanding problem facing the exile in the

field of relief and resettlement is the lack of rapport between

the foreign agencies and the Tibetans., This means firstly vwhat
type of settlement -~ agricultural or industrial would be most
suitable to the Tibetans in view of their peculiar background.
Secondly, Tibetan suggestions and requirements were not very much
respectéd and so a lot of fuﬁds were wasted on projects which

later on turned out to be unsuitable for them. Now the relief
woprkers have found practical and suitable ideas and plans for
proper rehabilitation but now the funds are drying up. The cultural
estrangement is most actually felt by the youthe The plder
Tibetans with strong Buddhist background have been resilient though
they feel out of place and even out of the country. The youth

have been most susceptible to westernization and indianization.

13. Pardesi Ghanshyam : "Tibetaner in pixil" - Die Politische
Rolle der Exiltibetaner seit der tibetischen
Volkserhebung Von 1959. Maximilians-
Universitat, Munchen, 1973.



The best of them find themselves living in two worlds.

Q@ Are enough efforts being made to preserve and further

the Tibetan culture (way tof life) by those responsible for
such matters at Dharmsala and in the camps, in order to survivé
the crisis (forced to leave the country) which may last for an

indefinite period ?

mse The Tibetan Camps and schools and even groups of

students sent abroad are organised in such a way so that

ﬁﬁbetén culture would be preserved. It may not be possible to
‘preserve the Tibetan way of life as such but the Tibetan leaders,
specially the mmlai Lama are most heen to preserve the essential
Tibetan values. I feel, this is the practical solution, theie is
no point in creating an artificial Tibetan way of life amidst in
overvhelmingly diffdrent environment,

Q» Do the provincial, cultural and sectarian differences

(every country has them) among the refugees manifest themselves
in such a way so as to cause disunity in an essentially identical
national group ?

Are these differences respected by Dharmsala or are these
groups simply ignored ? What would you say ? It is the impression
that all groups of refugees from any part of Tibet and btelonging
to any sect are Tibetans, they all respect the Dalai Lama's spiritual

authority, they all entertain some sort of loose national feeling
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and they all want independence of their country, city, town

and village from the foreign occupation ?

inse Provincialism and sectarianism #0 éxist but they do not
take precedence over nationalism. Some of the western Buddhist
converts have created a sectarian consciousness among the
refugees which did not exist in Tibet among the lay followers.
Qe How would you put the Tibetan aspirations regarding the

independence in the context of the preseat reality ?

ss. In the context of the existing reality, it gseems rather
difficult to comment on the Tibetan aspirations for independence.
As far as Tibetans are concerned, they would accept nothing short
of‘igdependence. However, it might be possible to have a dialogue
with China especially considering the present international detant

moode.

Qe  Any comments about the administration in exile which you

may like to make 2

Ans. Tibetan administration in exile is rather unequipped to
meet the new situation. The Tibetan people as a whole are passing

through:. & most critical period Transition from old to new. Most

Tibetans hope to retain whatever good values existing in Tibetan
way of life and to absorb good Wwalues from the outside world. 1In
this respect the mixture of old and young Tibetans with modern

education which constitutes the administration is helpful. But the
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danger seems to be that young Tibetans with better brains ang
talents would drift away for better prospects, and mostly mediocres

with neither decent Tibetan education nor modern education remain.

From the above interview it is clear that inspite of the
efforts of the Tibetan autlhorities to preserve the essential Tibetan
culture, there is a fear that better educated youth would become
individualistic and drift away into the Indian soci ety loosing all
the Tibetan moorings. MNr ﬂbrbu however recognises that although
some provincialism and secfarianism has arept in amongst the
?efugees, on the whole the Tibetan nationalism has held them
together as a community so far and has not yet given way to the process
of assimilation with the host society.

What is the basis of this 'nationalism' ? According to
a summary of a research report by Claes cor;in published in Bangkok
Post (1976)1? this nationalism among the Tibetan exiles has been
forged by religion. This in turn elevated the spiritual position
of the Dalai Lama who became the symbol of collective identification.
Therefore the Dalai Lama and his administration became the main
link with the past. The Dalai Lama's authority according to Corlin

has made the Tibetans accépt innovations so long as they have been

14. New light on the role of Tibet's Dalai Lama,
Bangkok Post (Bangkok) 28th May, 1976.
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blessed by the Dalai Lamae The Tibetan refugee adminigtration
have therefore been sble to succeed in its aim of preserving
Tibetan identity and in nurturing hopes of return to Tibet

through the spiritual authority of the Dalai Lama.

But, the above facts however do not make Mr Dawa Norbu's
fears unfounded. The recent developments among the Tibetan youth
i%y anything confirﬁs his fears further. Recently a body knom
as the Tibetan Youth Congress has been formed by some of the
educatéd Tibetan youthe This organisation is attempting to arouse
the political consciousness of the Tibetan refugees. According
to its leaders, the reports emanating from journalists and authors
visiting Lhasa and other areas of Tibet as well as a B.B.2. team's
documentary film on the present day Tibet by Felix Greéne, shows
that Tibet has enteréd the modern age. Hence they are advocating
the idea of going back to Tibet. Even if the Chinese ill treat
them, they argue that it is better to die fighting for freedom
inside .Tibet rather tnan to just sit, eat, pray and sleep., They
are becoming critical of the Dalai Lama and his administration in
India. They comment on the *unhappy traits' of the Dalai Lama's
headquarters such as the exeessive bureaucratisation and the
proliferation of offices, committees and sub-committees. They
feel that the Daiai Lama is only a religious head and not a

15

political one ~.

15. Dalai lLama facing challenge from youth, Sunday Standard (Delhi)
18th Septe, 1977.



T

The heightened political consciousness of the Tibetan
youth is also reflected in the increasing frequency of
demonstrations in front of the Chinese Embassy in Delhi. The
Tibetan Youth Congress recently issued a warning to the Indian
govefnment to resist from any move to negotiate with china
iver the land that belongs to the Tibetans'é

The increasing political consciousness of the Tibetan
youth has forced the Dalai Lama also to differentiate between
religion and politics. In a recent interview for Asia World
he even expressed his willingness to accept a communist system of
government provided the freedom of religion is left to the
individual. He also has been trying to rally Tibetans more in the
name of Tibetan nationalism rather than in the name of Tibetan
religion. He goes on to state that the reports of foreign
Jjournaliasts gre not accurate because their tours and itinerary
were conducted by the Chinese authorities and their iﬁterpreters
were selected by them. He states that even the Tibetan communists
residing in Tibet are unhappy with the Chinese domination. For
The Dalai Lama, there exist common grounds between Mahayana Buddhism

and the original Marxism.

*6, "The Tibetan Question™ in Asia World, Amgust 21, 1978,
Post~Meridian Publishing Co. Ltd. Calcutta.
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Thus, it appears that the religious basis of their communal
identity is slowly giving way to the political notion of Tibetan
nationalism. This has come about in no small measure due to
westernization and Indianization process being witnessed among the
Tibetan youth in India. 4All this supports thé Eisenstadt's view
that ®"the culture of an immigrant community is not simply a
carry-over of its traditional culture, but the result of interactions
between this and the receiving societies® (quoted in Bangkok Post
1976, opecit). That this has occured in spite of the Tibetan
administration's effovrt to preserve their culture reinforces

Eisenstadt's position.

CONCLUSION

In the concluding section now we shall undertake a
comparison of the three dominant refugee groups in India in the
process of their adaptation to the lotal milieu. Of these three
by all accounts the Punjabi refugees have been most successful
in adaptation, so much so that they have been complétely absorbed
by the host society. PFar from posing & 'problem' to the host
society they have contributedkto the economié,develﬁpment of the
host society. Keller regards this mainly due to the finances
and land that were available to the Punjabi refugees, which created a
feeling of invulnerability in them.

While this may be accepted, it should also be pointed out that
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Kellerts case studies of the refugees also brings out thar
individuality, Although they relied on kin ties in India
immediately after they crossed over from Pakiataﬂ?wﬁuickly

parted company of their hosts and were prepared to venture out on
their own. They Mere also more willing to spread themselves out in
the country. In contrast the Bengali refugees were less individuali-
stic and more culture bounde The studies of Pakrasi, and
newspaper reports on those settled in the Dendakarnya project

bring out their anxiety to go back to their *Sonar Bangla'. Their
kin ties also were strengthened instead of weakning in the new
environment. Yet they continue to pose a 'problem' to the host
society. It is tiue, as Keller etgtes'%hat the resources and

land that was given to them were meagre as compared to the Punjabi
refugees. But even the resources that were available to them caald
not be used by them effectively because, unlike the Tibetans , they
did not possess a community organization to protest their interests,
with the result many of them who were illiterate peasants became The
viectims of unscruplous politicians; money-lenders, traders and
government officials. According to the recent newspaper reports
available from the Sunderbans area of West Bengal to which place
they had marched from the Dandakarnya project area, they have been
treated with considerable hostility from the host society and there
have occured several clashes between the refugees and the local

villagers. All this goes to prove that lack of an effective



communi ty organization in the traditional Bengali social
structure similar to that of Tibetans has further exacerbated
the plight of the Bengali refugeeé. It is also probable that
had an effective communi ty organization existed among the
Bengalis they coubd have secured more grants and a better
treatment from{thé Indian government as well as from other
international agencies. Ve can therefore conclude that
traditiona} social structures contain elements which are often
;ecaiia}ly;: suited to cope with crises which may 'even threaten

the very roots Of the traditional society.

domparison of the Bengali refugees with the Tibetan refugees
cannot however be stretched too far. In,thé first place, the
Tibetan refugee stream is just a tricklé in comparison to the
Bengali refugees. In the second place the world wide sympathy
and attention that the Tibetans received enabled them to gt
substantial aid from several governments and'international agencies
apart from the Indian gpvernment.r Yet, inspite of all this, the
role of the Dalai Lama's administration sanctified by his
unquestioned spiritual power went a long way in protecting the
interests of Tibetan refugees in India. Hence we can
conclude that apart from the financial support from various
agencies, the social structure and culture of the refugees before
they migrated is also important in the successful adaptation of

refugees‘in the host society. The latter becomes more important



the more vulnerable the refugeesvare in terms of their
educstion and skills.

i Another, important conclusion that we can draw
is that the interaction between the refugees and the host
Ssociety is likely to change considerably the culture of tle
refugees, especially in thosg aspects of living which do
not clash directly with their religious beliefs and core values.
We have to view adaptation as a continuous proéess rather than

an once-and-for-all change.
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The following breakdown of population of Tibetans in exile
has been kindly furnished by the information and publicity
office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Dharmsala. It is
believed that the number is much more, than that officially
recorded as many are untraceable for various reasons:

Place Number
pDharmsala : ' 3,591
Mysore (Karnataka) : 17,077
Mainpat s 1,347
Chandragiri, Orissa : 3,690
&runachal Pradesh H 6,247
Bhandra, Maharashtra : 1,109
Ladakh - : 4,177
Darjeeling area H 4,175
Kalimpong s 1,973
Dehra Dun and Mussorie area: 11,369
Kulu : 2,060
Simla Hills H 3,140
Bir area s 2,436
Dalhousie H 1,144
Calcutta, Bombay and : 415
Bangalore
Pelhi and Chandigarh : 1,580
Gays and Varanasi : 542
Sikkim : 2,406
TOTAL s 68,3748

Note: The above figures' relate to the estimated population
of Tibetan refugees until, 1976.



TOTAL NUMBER (F REFUGEES REHABILITATED

1959=160
1960-161
1961-162
1963-164
1964-165
1966-167
1968-169
1969-170
1970-%71
1971-172
1972-173
1973174
1974-175
1975=176

Sources

Total Number of arrival

Actual number of Rehabili-
tated or settled.

: 14,000 -

H 11,000 -

: 8,000 -

3 4,000 -

s 8,000 -

s 5,500 -

: 5,500 14,000

H - 9,000

: - 2,300

: - 3,700

: - 2,500

: - 1,700

: - 8,000

H - 4,000
TOTAL : 56, 000 Y5, 00

Drawn upon the basis of Annual reports on

refugees published by Govt, of India, Ministry of

Rehabilitation, New Delhi.



Place . Groups

- Mysore
Chandragiri
Mainpat t
Mahendragarh H

Small groups H
Road workers H

Dharmsalae, monks,
and administra- °
tive personnels

Scattered in H
big towns
Various handicraft
centres
Old-age people

Children in -3

school
Recruited by the:
Indian Army :
Sikkim H
Bhutan H
Ge Total

No. 3

el

TIBETANS IN EXILE - Estimated Number

INDIA, SIKKIM AND BHUTAN

Settled in process of in bad conditions Total Number
settling S

3,000 - - 3,000
1,340 = = 1,340
1 » mo - - 1 ’ 000
- 5,000 10,000 10,000
2,«)0 - - 2’ 000
3,000 1,000 500 9, 500
2,000 500 V- 2,500
- - 1,000 1,000
8,000 -- - 8,000
7,000 - ' - 7,000
1,000 4,000 - 5,000
- 3,000 - 3,000
41,179 10,100 11,500 69,479

Source: Ganshyam Pardesi "Tibetans in Exile" (unpublished, Op.cit.)
The blank coloumn regarding road workers indicates that

Notes

they have not been accounted fore

v
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Daring the past 17 years some 59,319 Tibetans have been

rehabilitated in the following settlements:

1) KARNATAKA

a) Bylakuppe

b) Mundgod

c) Old Peoplet's Home
d) cCauvery Valley
e) Kollegal

f) Hansur

2) MABARASHTRA
Bhandra

3) HADHYA PRADESH

Mainpat

4) ORISSA
Chandragiri

5¢ ARUNACHAL PRADESH

a) Tezu
b) Miao
¢) Bomdilla

6e ULTAR PRADESH
a) Clementown

b) Rajpur VWomen's
Centre

¢) Lingstang
d) Habarpur

s (13 e *" [ 13

(1]

[ 1]

[ 1]

L1 (1]

»e

L]

.

[ 13

(1]

4,762
5,321

553
24912
2,899
2,468

793

1,449

2,691

1,252
1,072
860

900
181

197
107

35



7)

a)
b)
c)
d)

8)
a)
b)

96

a)
b)

HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dalhousie Handicraft Centre
Simla-Sanjoting

Simla Handicraft Centre
Simla Dolange
TIRS-Tashi jong

Bir, Dege fir

Bir, Nungjén nir

Bir, Tibetan Society
Sakhya Puruwala

Poanda

Sataon

KRamrao

WEST BENGAL

Darjeeling Handicraft Centre
Sonada '

JAMHU & KABEMIR

Ladakh, Leh
Bhutan

G. TOTAL

.

5

[ 1] L 1] [ 1] L4J (1] .0 (1] L 1] (1] e

(1]

167
118
154
338
325
760
598
510
445
450
520
578

601
253

£2,085
:3,000

Vo i 5 6

39,319
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There are still about 12,000 Tibetan refugees not yet

rehabilitated, as followss:-

Jhongthang (Ladakh) Some, 2,172 nomad refugees are living

in this remote border area. A scheme for the éettlement of
1,000 is under consideration. éhe people are scattered in

about 18 different places nad have to be settled somewhere

in Ladakhe A settlemént scheme for another 2,000 has already
been set up in Leh (there being about 4,000 refugees altogether
in Ladakh)

Sikkims fThere are 3,444 Tibetan refugees out of which 

2,500 still need to be rehabilitated. The government policy

is to settle them in Sikk§m itself, although some were sent to
Kallegal previously. HMany have been working on the roads until
now and about 760 were on a tea-estate working as labourers and it

is hoped to get land and resettle them nearby.

Arunachal Pradesh : This is another remote and difficult

ares where 1,205 refugees in Tuting and 27 in Ménjubar need to be
resettleds

Simla : (HeP) A large number of Tibetans are still working

on the roads, or as labourers and living in very poor conditions,
around 1,120, |

Kulug Road workers awaiting resettlement, 947
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Dharmsals : Elderly people, labourers and those in a temporary

Camp above Tej awaiting resettlement.

Mandi s 655

Kalimpong : 275

-Darjeeling : 155

Okhlabari : 373 )
(Darjeeling)

Dehra Dun : 197

pelhi Camp : 810

- South India : 762

(In settlements: 572

but without
land and housing)
Orissa : 248

GeTotal :12,018

The Home Office of His Highness Dalai Lama is currently
negotiating with the govt. of India for the resettlement
of these refugeese. '

Source: Tibetan Review, December, 1976
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GEOGRAPHICAL AND OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF TIBETANS IN _I_L__
Place Agriculture Handicrafts Industries Students Monks Business 0ld and Labourers,
. and and and Retired Housewives Total
Teachers Nuns office etc,
(1) _(2) - (3) 4) (5) (6) (7). (8) (9) (10)
1o Dharamsala, HeP : - | 112 - 1200 147 1772 60 200 3591
2. Mysore,Karnataka : 12127 50 - 1800 2062 250 548 240 17077
3. Mainpat, MsP s 957 - - 310 80 - - - - 1347
4, Cchandragiri,Orissa 3 2662 - - 445 241 - - © 342 3690
5¢ Arunachal Pradesh : 3094 - - 395 97 677 - 1984 6247
6. Bhandra, Mahai'ash- : 903 - - 106 70 - - 30 1109
ra :

T+ Ladakh : 2162 - - 315 - 200 - 1500 4177
8. Darjeeling area : 194 564 - 1084 401 1900 100 232 . 4475
9¢ Kalimpong : - - - 285 99 1386 50 153 1973
10¢ Dehradun and s 515 84 389 1591 240 1550 - 7000 .. - 11369

: Mussoorie _ .
11« Kulu valley : - - - 240 112 300 - 1408 2060
12, simla Hilla : - 151 907 3117 209 1190 - 306 3140
13. Bir Area : 1305 840 - 100 191 - - - _ 2436
14+ Dal-Bousie, HePs ¢ - 464 - 354 46 - - 250 1114

15« Calcutta, Bombay &, _ - - _ - _ _
Bangalore 100 _31 > ' 415
16, Delhi and Chandi- : - - - 80 - 1500 : - - 1580
garh '

17, Gaya & Varanasi 3 - - - 6 116 420 - .- 542
18, Sikkim : 588 - - 506 202 100 - 1010 2406
Ge Total s 24507 2365 ' 1296 9294 4166 11560 758 15355 66748

source: Information and Publ:c:.ty office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 1976 in "Tibet Under Chinese
Communist Rule"-a compilation of Refugee Statements 1958-1975.
Note:= The figures for refugees outside
India has not been incjuded in this table from the source,

-~ The grant total in agriculture comes all most the same as us shown in Gvt.'s anmal reports
on Table noO«6.
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AGRICULTURAL LAND SETTLEMENTS OF TIBETANS IN EXILE
Place 1963-64  1964-65 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70  1970-T14 1971-72  1972-173 1973-74 1974-75 TOML
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (1), (8) (9) (10) (11)
1« Bylakuppe : 3000 - - - 257 425 23 - - - 3705
(Mysore . . _
2.' Nepha H - 2000 - - 2020 - - - - - 4020
(rirap & ’ (Tezu &
Lohit Prontier) Changlang)
3¢ Mainpat, M.P : 700 - - - - - - - 1600 - 2300
4+ Chandragiri, 700 - - - - 3000 - - - . - 3700
Orissa ' (including : :
Mahendragarh)
5 Mundgod, : - - 800 2000 330 520 125 - - 223 3998
Mysore _
6+ Gavery : - - - - 1160 625 815 170 1080 - 3850
Valley
settlement ‘
Te ?handra - - - - - - 901 - - - 901
harashtra)
8+ Kollegal(Karna=+ - - - - - - - - - 1524 152
taka) _
9« Gothangaon : - - - - - - - - - 800 8Q0C
(Maharashtra )
@O t d‘ == é ===g:=l==
seurces Drawn upon the basis of, pnnual Government Reports published

Mo- €.

by the Ministry of Rehabilitation, New Delhie 1959-607%1975-176
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APPENDIX

The following is the description of annual reports published
by the Govt. of India and has been explained into two main sections
ie.e.Economic settlements which includes agriculture and industrial
settlements and the second is social adjustment. In economic
adjustment, we shall first take up settlements of Tibetan refugees
in agriculture.

To start with the year 1959-60, when the Tibetan refugees
came to India along with the Dalai Lama, nothing can be said definitely
since the annual report is incomplete in all respects. The same
is true about the next three years iese. till 1961-62. However, the
1963=64 report says that around 3,000 have already been settled
on land at Bylakuppae in Mysore district and 2,000 are in the process
of settlement in the NEFA. PMurther, it says that two more agricultural
settlements have recently been started: ome in Ménxpat plateau in
the Sarguja district of Madhya Pradesh, and the other at chandragiri
in the Ganjam district of Orissa. 700 refugees have aiready arrived
in each of these settlements and have started cultivating the
land allotted to them. Bach of these settlements will ultimately
absorb 2,500 refugees.

The 1964-65 report says that it has been_decided to

rehabilitate 12,000 refugees in five land settlementé comprising

an areg of about 10,000 acres of land. 3000 have been settled in the



settlement at Bylakuppe in Mysore district, which is now nearing
' completion. About 2,000 refugees have been settled in the lower
areas of Tirap and Lohit Frontier divisions of the North- East

- Frontier Agency. Another 2,500 are being settled at Chandragiri
in Orissa, and 2,000 at Mgnipdt in Madhya Pradesh. Work on

reclamation of land in these settlements is in progress,

The refugees in these five settlements have been given
accommodation and land along with bullocks, agricultural implements,
seeds and fertilizers, facilities have also been provided to these
refugees to enable them to supplement their income from agriculture
by raising poultry and pigs and opening dairies,

The 1966-167 reporf says that the work has started on a
scheme for the settlement of about 5,000 refugees at Mundgod in the
Belgaum division of Mysore state. The 1967-'68 report does not
say much except that around 14,000 have been settled in six land
settlements already explained.

The 1968-169 report says that so far 14,000 Tibetan
refugees have been settled on agriculfural settlements established
at Bylakuppe in Mysore state, Chandragiri and Mahendrégarh in Orissa
state, Méiipat in MeP. and Tezu and Chané&ng in NEFA. The ggricultural
colény which was established in 1967 at Mandgod in Mysore state
is making progress; it will eventually absorb 4000 Tibetan refugees.
2,800 are already in the settlement and it is expected to be

self supporting by the enmi of 1970.
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The 1969~-'T0O report explains the position regarding
agricultural settlements in each state i.e. in Mysore State at
Bylakuppe, 3,257 acres of land. The project has been completed and
the settlement has become self supporting. Each family of five
members have been provided with a house, five acres of cultivable
land and small plot for a kitchen garden. In Mundgod settlement,
1,400 acres of reclaimed land have been put-under cultivation.
Apother 500 acres are likely to be reclaimed by the end of 1969-t70.
A special feature of the project is the construction of the Baichankhi)
dam near the settlement, which will help‘irrigate about 3,000 acres
of land in the Tibetan settlement as well as nearly 1,000 acres of
land by the local people. This is expected to be.qpmpleted
by March, 1972. In the cauvery valley settlement, the project
covers 4,000 acres of land for the resettlement of 4,000 Tibetan
refugees. The first batch of 460 was moved to the a@ite in January,
1969. so far another 700 refugees have been moved to settlement.

It is proposed to move 500 more refugees to the settlement by the
middle of 1970. 700 refugees hagve been provided with permanent
houses and the remaining have been accommodated in a transit campe.
Reclamation operations in an area of 1,800 acres of forest land
released by the state government are in progresse

In Madhya Pradesh, at Mainpat settlement, 303 families of
Tibetan refugees were sent for permanent settlement in an areg of
2,000 acres. 201 families were expected to be settled in agriculture.

in NEFA at Teju and Changlang settlement, 2,020 refugees have been
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settled, AMere each family of five members has been allotted

& house with five acres of land for cultivation and a small
homestead plot for growing vegetables. In Orissa at Chandragiri
and Mahendragarh settlements, about. 3000 Tibetan refugees

have been settled in the two settlementse

The 1970-'71 report it explains-that in Bylakuppe,
3682 refugees have been settled on 3,500 acres of land and
agricultural operations in the settlement have been mechanised to a
large extent. In Mundgod settlement, so.:.far 3,500 acres of land
have been reclaimed. 3,650 refugees have since been moved'to the
settlement for rehabilitation. 1In the Cauvery valley settlement,
so far, 1805 acres of land have been released by the State Government
of Karnataka out of which 1,600 acres of land have been reclaimed.
1785 refugees have been moved to the settlement, of these, 1280
have been provided with permanent accommodation. In M.P at ywainpat
sottlement, out of 297 families 241 families are being settled on
agriculture. In NEFA, around 2020 refugees have been settled at
tezu and changlan%,and each family of five members has been
allotted a house with five acres of land for cultivation. Y4a-
Sikkim, 98 refugee families have been settled in the Kewzing,
Tea AEstate in Sikkim. In order to make these families self supporting
a scgeme for providing agricultural implements, vegetable seeds,
milch cows, poultry bixdé, chicken coops, cattle sheds etc. was

sanctioned on 9th June, 1970,
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’ Tﬁe 1971-*72 report records the further increase of only

23 persons thﬁs raising its total t§ 3,705 refugees in Bylakuppe
on 3,500 acres of land. In Mundgod settlement, the rehabilitation
of 800 refugee families on 4,000 acres of land has been established
at a distance of 3 miles from Mundgode The entire area had been
reclaimed by the swiss technical cooperation by the end of May, 1971,
Nine villages have been established, Homestead lands of 90t x 60t
have been provided for kitchen garden, horticulture and cattle sheds
for each house. In (Cauvery valley settlement, out of 4,000 acres of
land, 1805 acres have since been redlaimed and allotted to 2,600
refugees, .

In the Bhandra district of Maharashtra, the government
has agreed to release 2,500 acres of land for the settlement of
4,000 refugees. An area of'about 460 acres of land has been
reclaimedae

The 1972=t73 report says about the Cauvery valley settlement,
around 1,950 refugees have been resettled in the 1800 acres block
and about 1,790 refugees have been sent 80 far to the 2,200 acre
block. This project is being implemented in collaboration with
foreign voluntary aid agencies operating through (Myrada) . In
Tezu and Changlang, the refugees have however not been fully
setfled because of the Jow productivity of the land allotted to them.,

In asndhra Pradesh, at Kalaktang, 230 refugee are being resettled,
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The scheme recently sanctioned provides for land and fertilizers,
plant protection equipment, irrigation facilities etce .The 1973-174
report says that in Cauﬁery valley settlement , 1950 refugees '
have been rehabilitated on 1,800 acres of land at Doddaharie, and

- 2,300 pn 2,200 acres at Guruparas A few more are likely to be
inducted in Gurupara land. The scheme of resettlement-in Mawpat
is in céncluding stage. The total number of refugees in Maiwpat is
about 1,600.

The 1974~-175 report explains almost the same position of
egricultural settlements a%s5 explained in earlier reports. The
important feature regarding the Gothangoan settlement in Maharashtra
for the(resettlement of Tibetan refugees on land irrigated by
Itiadoh canal #as completed during the year.l The report of 1975~'76
explains almost the same position as explained in earlier reports,in
nutshell, the agricultural settlements are at Bylakuppe, Mundgod,
Cauvery valley and Kollegal in Karnataka; Mainpat in M.P., Chandragiri
in QOrissa; Tezu and Tensingaon near Kalaktang and in Arunachal Pradesh,

Nuwwﬂdatﬁ4uqéehin J &K, ceathenéoan in Maharashtra;8nd in Sikidm.
Régarding the Kollegal settlement, about 2,000Tibetan
refugees from Sikkim and HeP. who were engaged on road works have
already been sent to the settlement and the implementation of the
scheme is in progress. The ﬁext batch of about 1,400 will be moved
fo the project for resettlement in a phased programme. In Cauvery
val ley settlement about, 4,800 refugees have already been settled on

land at Daddaharve, Gurupara and LaXimpura in Mysore district.
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281 refugees were sent during 1975 for resettlement on land at
Chowkur. In Mundgod settlement, about 4,300 have been rehabilitated
on about 4,000acres of land. 239 more were\sent'to the settlement
‘dﬂring 1975 Regarding the Jeci settlement, the schéme for

the resettlement of 305 réfugee families on land near leh in

Ladakh district of J & K which was sanctioned in 1971, is gtill in
progresss In the Tensingaon, the two schemes sanctioned for the
résettlement of 215 refugee families and 236 refugee monks on land
at tensingaon in Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh aré making
satisfactory progress and are likely to be completed in 1976. In
Namchick Miao settlement, Arunachal Pradesh, & scheme for the
resettlement of 286 families of refugees consisting of 1,359 persons
has recently been samcfioned. ;n Sikkim about 1,300 refugees havé

been settled in Sikkim mostly in agricultural schemes and tea~estates.

Absorbtion of refugees into industries:

Since sufficient land is not availabie for settlng all the
refugees and since all of fhem do not possess an aptitude for agriculture,
there was a proposal to start an industrial projcect where a few thoussanc
Tibetan may be absorbed. The government is trying to fingd industrial
avenues for Tibetan refugees. Vocational training is also imparted
to thém in various trades, social welfare and nursing. The subsequent
absorbtion of Tibetan into various types of industries in the
following years are given as below:=

Adccording to 1960-61 report, a handicrafts training-cum~production
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centre was established at Dalhousie and employs 600 skilled Tibetan
refugee craftsman. jpself-help centre cbnsisting of abou£ 200 refugees
is functioning at Darjeeling. 100 refugees have sent for training
in small=-scale industries to centres at various places in India. The
report of 1961-62 and 1963-64 does not mention the absorbtion of
refugees in any of the industries.

The 1964-'65 report says that three handicraft centres,
mginly for carpet weaving h?ve been set up at three éettlements at
Bylakuppe, Chandragiri and Mainpat under an agreement between
the government of India and the Swiss Aid abroad.

Tre 1966=167 report says that the Tibetan industrial
Rehabilitation society (TIRS) set-up in 1965, has established a woolen
mill and a tea estate in the Kangra district which will provide
employment and rehabilitation for about 675 refugeess

The 1968-'69 report says'that the Tibetan industrial
rehabilitation society proposes to settle about 4500 refugees in
various industries subh as a) Fiber @lass project, Paonta Sahib,

d) Lime stone querry, Kamrao; e) Dehydrated lime plant, Satun,
Around 3000 refugees have already been moved to Bir, Paonta Sahib,
Sataun and Kumrao in Himachal Pradesh. Regarding Handicrafts,
approximately 600 refugees are working in handicrafts mainly‘
carpet-weaving, at centres functioning at Bylakuppe, Chandragiri,
Mainpat, Dalhousie, Simla, Darjeeling and Kalimpong.

According to 1969-t70 report, in handicrafts, ét present

1040 refugees are working at seven handicraft centreij Where : carpets,
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blankéts, brass wares, iibétan and Indian garments and knitted
wear are being produceds The UNCHR has agreed to provide Rs. 298

lakhs to meeé the needs of various handicraft centres.

The 1970=T1 reporf says that 12 refugees from various
camps and settlements are being given training in heavy mechanical=-cum-
~driving course in HMVD centre at Mana in M.P and 50 refugées from
Ladakh are being given training in carpet weaving and other Tibetan
crafts in the Tibetan handicraft centre at Dalhousie in H.P. The
entire expenﬁiture amounting to Rs. 66,250 on the training of these
trainees is being borne by the U.N.C.H.R The UNCHR has also
agreed to give an aid of Rse1.50 lakhs from his programme of 1971
for providing vocational training to refugees. Regarding the industrial
projects, the revised employment potential of tge projects is
estimated at 4,000 persons. The society has so far received an aid
of about Rse84 lakh from various foreign aid agencies.

The 1971='72 report says that 1040 refugees are working at
seven handicraftAcentres. The UNCHR has agreed to provide an aid of
Rs.3i75,000 from its proéramme of 1971 for construction of accommodation
and working capitdl. The Tibetan women's centre, Raipur, Dehradun, (U.P)
has beeﬁ given an aid of Rs.25,000 by the Norwegian Refugee Council
through the CRC (India)

According to 1972-'73 report, the main handicraft centres
where 1,040 refugees are working are given a&s below:
i) Tibetan refugee self help centre, Darjeeling,

ii) Teckecholung group, Kulu,
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iii) Tibetan Women's cooperative Association, Dharmsala
iv) Gyulto Centre, Dalhousie
v) Tibetan refugees self help centre, Simla
vi) Tibetan handicraft Centre, Dalhousie,

vii) Tibetan handicraft centre, Rajpuh (u.P)

-

The main feature being the establisiment of multi-purpose
societies, in which 1,200 refugees have also been rehabilatated

in the following projects:

i) Tibetan Nehru Memorial Foundation, Dehradum.
ii) Lama Hata Tekda Society, Darjeeling,
iii) sSonada Multi-purpose society, Darjeeling,

iv) Dolanji Settlement, Simla,

Regarding vocational: training, 12 more Tibetan boys are
now being trained in tle various trades in the industrial training
centre at Mana. 7 others are receiving training in secretariafl
practices in HNew Delbi. 50 refugees from Ladakh were trained in
carpet weaving and other Tibetan crafts in the Tibetan handicraft
centres at ‘Dall}ousie. 56 refugees are nfw ynder training in the
handicraft centres at Dharmsala, Dalhousie, Sf.mla, ?aonté, and Rajpuf.
Purther, the Tibetan industrial rehabilitation society which was set up
in 1965 for the rehabilitatic;n of refugees in small scale industries

hes been able to settle 4,700 refugees in seven projects which are
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given below:
i) Bir woolen Mill
ii) Kamreo Lime Qarry
iii; Dehydrated Lime Plant, Sataun,
iv) Fiber glass industry, Paonta
v) Tea-estates at Bir and Chaunkra
vi) Tibetan craft commnity at Paprola

vii) sSakya settlement, Puruwala

The government of India also have given an aid of RSe 2430 lakhs
from the ai d received fron UNCHR for providing working capital and
other facilities to some of the projects.

The 1973-*74 report does not explain muc h except that
about 110 refugees have been given vocational training in various
trades,

The 1974~'75 report explains that around 170 refugees
have already been given vocational training. '

The 1975-*T76 report says that about 210 Tibetan
refugees have alfeady been given vocational4training in heavy
vehicles machines, driving, carpet weaving, secretarial and commercial
practice. 85 refugees are now undergoipgg training in the handicraft

centre at Changlang and Tensingaon (Arunachal Pradesh) respectively.
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Social Adjustment ’

Now we shall take up the second major variable which
is tsocial adjustment! of Tibetan refugees in India.' Coming
from a different background (socially, politically and culturally)
speakin%)from the country of their refuge, it was but difficult
for them té adjust themselves almost to a new way of life. However,
the government of India has tried to keeé their culture intact by
way of opening schools for the ypunger generation plus giving them
those occupations of which they were suitable for and helping
them by way of prov;ding 8o many amenities to the refugees. The
Tibet being essmentially & religious state, a large number of lamas
came to India, who could have proved a liability on the government,
But. on persuasion by their spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, they

.all have been gainfully employed in such pursuits where they can pursue
their religious praétices alongwith earning. Again on. the basis

of annual reports, published by government of India, we shall see

how the various classes among Tibetan refugees have adjusted

"themselves to a new way of life.

According to 1960-t61 report, a camp at Buxa was opened
specially for Lama students which accommodated 1,500 student lamas.
An equal number of old and infirm monks are accommodated at Dalhousie.
Further, a residential school which will eventually accommodated

500 Tibetan refugee children has been opened at Mussoorie.

-
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The 1961-t62 report says that the responsibility for
providing educational facilities to the Tibetan refugees was
transferred to the Ministry of Education, énd a Central Committee
was set up for co-ordinating such educationgl activities. 4
Tibetan schoois society, with the reéresgntétives of the government
of India and the Dalai Lama as members, has been formed. It has
been entrusted with the management of the Mussoorie School. The

new school at Simla and Darjeeling were.opened during the year.

As 1963-64 report says that regarding educati on, residential
schools, with a special syllabus‘designed to meet the needs of
Pibetan childfen have been opened at Simla, Mussoorie, IBrjeeling,
Dalhdusie and Panchmari. 2,000 children are receiving education
in these insti tituions. Temporary schools have also been opened
in all the Tibetan refugee camps. 20 homes for orphan children
have been set up at Mussoorie. Each home has 20 to 25 orphans
Who are looked after by foster parents. \

In keeping with the wishes of Dalai Lam& 3,000 refugee lamas
are provided with facilities to pursue ana practice their religious
studies in Buxa and Dalhousie. A separate home has been opened
for the :c. Lo aged and sick refugees where they are looked after
and their special needs are attended to ;fher refugees‘who are
unemployed are provided free rations and other faciiities. Various
voluntary agencies are helping the Tibetén refugees with donations
both in cash and kind. The reports of 1964-65 and 1966-'67 explains

the same thing as mentioned in earlier reports
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The report of 1967-1'68 first time gives the sex rationof

Tibetan refugeesy, It says that the number of Tibetan refugees who

have taken as\ylum in India_ since 1959, rose to 56,000 of these,

there are nearly 11,000 children, 3,000 old and infirm persons and
2,600 lamas. It further says that nearly 5,500 Tibetan children

are receiving education at schools run by the Tibet school sociefy,
an autonomous body, under the chairmanship of the Union Minis_try

of Education. The societylruns 7 schools at Darjeeling, Kalimpong,

Kount Abu, Simla,Mussoorie, Ialhousie and Panchmari and day schools

at Bylakuppe, Tezu, Changthang, Maliapat and Chandragiri. In addition,
the Tibetan Homes Foundation, set up at Hugsoorie as a charjitable
society, manages 24 homes for Tibetan children. Nearly 380

children of these homes are given a grant of Rs.50 per child by the .
Tibet school society. A children's nursery has been established

at Dharmsala, which is run by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, with the
assistance of the Government of India and the central relief

Commi ttee. It takes care of aboutv700 children most of whom are.
either orphans or semi-orphans. The Institute of Higher Tibetan
studies was inaugurated by His Hdliness the IBlai Lama at varanasi.
The Institute would provide higher education for 1,260 lamas.

2,000 Lamas are bei.ng maintained at Buxe Lama Ashram in West Bengal
and in Dalhousie.

) The 1968-169 report explains the same'position regarding

childrents eduCatiox; but about Lamas it says that , 2000 Lamas

are being maintained in Buxa (West Bengal) and Dalhousie (H.P).
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Since the climate in Buxa is not congenial, it is proposed

to shift these lamas from Buza to the Tibetan refugee settlements
in Mysore State. Regarding the role of central relief committee,
it has been instrumental in obtaining assistance from abrbad of
value of Rs.95.18 lakhs. Of this Rs.50.08 lakhs was in cash and

RS. 45.10 lakhs in the form of food, clothing, ﬁedicines, etec,

The 1969-'70 report explains the pésition about Lamas
in the Lama jshram at Buxa (West Bengal) where about 1,000 lamas
were accommodated has been closed as the climate of Buxa was not
found suitable for them. 600 Lamas belonging to Drepung and
Gyranden monasteries have been shifted to Mundgod and the remaining
Lamas belonging to sera monasteries have been moved to Bylakuppe
sgttlement. A scheme for the resettlement of Lamas in agriculture
is being implemented with the assistance of the UNHCR. Under the
8cheme the Lamas will form themselves into cooperative societies.
They will take to agricﬁlture including dairying, horticulture and
other subsidiary occupations and cottage industries so as to become
economically se;f-supporting. While engaging in these activities
which will give them the means of their susteénance, the Lamas will
also continue their studies in religious scriptures so as to maintain
the richer traditions of learning of the religious order to which
they belong in Tibet.

The 1970-1'71 report says that 200 acres of land at Mundgod
and 180 acres of land at Bylakuppe have since been reclaimed and put

under cultivation. The scheme reclaimed and put under cost
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Rse 33,60,100/- It is being implemented in collaboration

with the UNCHR for refugees, wha has agreed to contribute

to the extent of Rs. 15 lakhs.

| The 1971 _'72 report says that the aroundgof;mas have been
sent to Mundgod and 300 Lamas have been moved to Bylakuppe. In
1970, the Lamas cultivated 187 acres of land anmd in 1971 they could
culfivate 300 acres of land.

According to 1972-'73 report, about 7,000 children are
studying in different nurseries and schools run or aided by the
C(entral Tibetan School Administrative Committee set up by the
Ministry of Education and Social Welfare. The 1973-174
and 1974-'75 and 1975-'76 does not explain anything about children's
aumber in the school or Lamaé positions in various camps.

According to annual reports published by goveranment of India,
the Tibetan number of arrivals of Tibetan refugees right from
1959-160 to 1975-t76 was to the tune of 56,000 and out of that,
38,000 refugees have Been successfully rehabilitated till the
end of 1975-'76. VWhile there is considerable difference in
government reports regarding the number of arrivals and rehabilitated

end Dalai Lamats bureaut!s reports it has become really difficult to

assess the real situation.
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