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P R B F A.C E 

This study is primarily an enphasis on the role 

of the black leaders during the period, 1875-1920, with 

a view to analyse their respective roles in serving the 

cause of the blaek masses. From the inception of the ins

titution of slavery, around 1$20, until the outbreak of 

the civil war in 1861, one major issue loomed large on 

the minds of American social reformers - how to abolish 

the institution of slavery from the south? But no sooner 

did the slavery come to an end (in the form of the 13th 

Amendment of the u.s. Constitution in 1863) than the issue 

of removing social, economic and political barriers of 

blacks became the major concern of thee~ teo leaders. 

Booker T. Washington and w.E.B. DuBois emerged as great 

ananeipat&brs of their btethrens. They directed the moveiii 

ment of the Black masses towards realizing their social,' 

economic and political objectives in the white society. 

They .spoke effectively and wrote extensively on behalf 

of their prople~~ 

The present dissertation is an attempt in the .inter

play of societal forces that came to determine the fate 
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of Blaeks in the latter part of the 19th century as well 

as early part of the 20th century. The r aeial disotimi

nation . and segregation and seve~l such other legal tao

ties on the part of ·the white ~ajority against Blacks, 

assumed new dimensions •. Hence, both of the Black leaders., 

Booker T. Washington and w.s.B. DuBois took their res

pective t)ositions in deterring the racial bias fran the 

minds of white people. 

~owev~r.,' both, had their limitations in fulfilling 

thelit: goal.s.1 Booker 'l'. Washington served the Black cause 
' . 

at a time when the . rigidity .of southern whites as well as 

the tacia.l bias of the White, in general,: was uppetmost. 

The period between 1876-1900 witnessed the worst of raeial 
•' 

segregation in_ the form of iynching, social boycotts, Jim 

Crow laws, Ku I<lux. Klan and several other modes. of politi

cal eliminations. Booker T.' Washington projected hls 

profile to his canmuni ty in a sober manner. He· advised 

them not to anulate his white men but to make themselves 

indispensable in the white society. Hence he was termed 
'W\ 

as an 'accatfodationist. 

On the other hand~ W.E.B.l Dubois who emerged as a 

great leader at the close of the 19th century kmndled in 
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lent a sense of raolal p;tde i;o Blacks d\itinq the ea~ly 

pa~t. of the 2oth centur-y. DUBois was to betbrne much inore 
' . ' '. 

racJleal .tn bta !nte11eetua1 dlsposttion btt the ptesent 
. . 

dissertation is (.Wnf:lned to his.role only in the first 

•vo decades cf the 2oth eentul'y·. 

The first chapter provides a h1stot1aal sketch of 

the Black t;eade~sb:l'P du.r:inq tib@ 'Period of slavery.· The 

refetetu:~es have been made of Black PJ;eaohers,. Black Abc· 
. 

ltt!onists an4 a few prcminent Black peraonal!ties lnclud• 

ing Frederick DOuglass. 

Chapter 2 Cleals with Bookex '1'.' washington,· bi$ bio• 

gt:aphic;a1 details as well as hi.s ideological stances. 

waehington•s pe~:tception of the Black Movenent as also the 

major issues emerging therein have been analyaed. 

Chapter: 3 d.ea1e with w .'E.B. Ott Bois and hie biogtaphi· 

cal detatls/0 DuBois' contribution towarcls ~an ... Afl'icantsn 

and his ideoloqieal preatlictiona have been analysed; His 

role in the slaek Movemeni; also l'emains a hall-mark tn 

the cha-pter~ 
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chapter 4 deals wl• the simi+a~ttt~fLCJ.J)d d!ssimila• 

Jt.tttes of the two pe~sonailties, t.e.,,- w .a.s. DuBois and 

Boo kef! '1'. Washington • ~e organizations of the Black Move

ments ba'V'e been d 1scussed as :also the activities that they 

ptiJ:aued .~ 

Cbapte.t 5 teflects. the ideological differenoea 

between the two leade~:s. However~ the -Chaptet doe$ not 

go $-nto de~ile regarding . the tbeotetioal aspeet.tif .of the 

ideologies -of the two• Vatious viewpoints of seb.ciars 

have been p;a:ovtded to analyse efftcacy of their pJ:'onoutl• 
- 41 cements~ 

The la$t ls tbe conclusion which pOrttays the sum 

total of theil' contributions to the Black Movement. An 

as.sessment Of these two leaders in terms of the impact 

that they left behind, has bt:!len focussed •. 

The methodology adopU!~ ~n this dissertation ts 
- . . 

h.:Lstot:1e>gral.'hiea1 and analytical. '!'he matei'!als consulted 

are chiefly saeonda·ty aouree materials but some pt!majy 

aoutces like the ptlvate papers and autcbiog:r:aphies have 

been eonstilted. Pot this pttt:posf!, the material available· 

at tbe Atnax!can Studlea R~seatch Center Library at Hyd$ra .. 

bad havtt been of qreat beip., Besides, the American Center 

Ltbtat:y.l New Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru University., the Indian 
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Council of Wor1d .·Affairs; New Delhi, Social SQience Docu

mentation Centre, Nf!w .Delhi,~ central ·t.ibraty, Delhi trniv• 

~rsity have also been of immense help in carrying out this· 

' 
This <lissert~ti()n.has bea1. carried out undeJ: the 

supetv1ston of Dft .~ · R.P •1 Kaushlk, Ass·ociate Professor in 

American studies; School of International Studies, Jawahar• 

lal Nehru University.! Z an deeply gratefUl to him fot b!'s 

invaluable help, constant guidance and encouragement at 

evety stage of my work. .It wes his patience and inspita ... 

tion whi~h helped me to oqmplete tbis dissertation. I am 

also thankful to Prof. M.S.' Vt.mkataramani for his encoura..-. . ' 

gement in my wo~;k .. 

t..astiy, I would like to express my deepest grati.-
1 

tude to members of my ,family:, especially my parents,· who 

'have helped tn numerous w~ys to sustain me J.n my •fforts 

to bt,l!no the work to its eonolusion. . . 

New oelhi . A.NURAOfi.t\ ARYAN 

28 september. 1983 
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Chapter- t 

9J.ack hac!erablD • 

The lssue 'f Black X.eadersMp in the Untte~. states 

baa lonq been a 13\lbjeet of eontxovei'SY a1DQng hlator:lan$.; .. 

'.l'hey ttted tvldt:!d in laytn.g tbeir emphasis on .the types cf 

leadttsbip avulable 1n the ante-bellum and the post..o.bellurn 

petlod•;f,'lt as also tb.e tole tb~ t.he Black Leette~s played in 

the nlneteen.th ana twentieth eenturies.~ b. reeen.t yea.re the 

hist~.~riogt-aphy on this aubjeet bas b•ol19'ht out. notable Cli

meruJJ_ton.s~"~ SCm$ have tended to believe that there ba$ always 

been a. two ... fold app.reaeh. of Blacks in fedeenJ.ng their pcai

t.lon tn the united states • The dtobot.ariy of this apptoacll 

le best reptesented by the ttE!ftdt of • asstmllatton" and · 

• alienation• '~1 'the ones Who $t0c(t for aasimila~ion tegr:udec! 

that; Ame:rtca was the place wher.e they could eventually. 

teso1ve theii ezlads bf aadmllating in it. on the other 

ba-n4~ f:.h0$8 Who advcoated that there was ll.ttle that they 

eou1d ac;hteve while being in. the white man's world and the 

ultimate solution lay in going bac'k to Africa.~ Both the 

app.r:oacbes had thei• foll~ings tn a eontinttal fashion. 

Howe•J:, none was supreme OV$1: the othe.r~ 
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'. . . . ' ' . 

advocates of these t~r,~~<ts, 1he note o~ protest ont!etlay 

t.he1~ iespect!ve· app.r:oaehea.' sane have been Qalled eoco-
• I ' • '• ' 

mmo4at1ontsts a~~d Others as mU ttars~ ,.· Nathan X. Hu99in$ 

ti"ie$ to· de«JoElbe .·the ·leadeJ"• who have been tmstomarily 

deitat!~. as aceamnotlatlQni.sts~ as "emblemai;t."•.-1· -·. 

. ' . . ' - ' . 

n.ized thf!ttl as esriblems. 1'hose leaders whom we usool'at• . . . . . . . s . 
with open ·ptot.-est have 'b8en ldenttfled as tefotme.-1.· These 

protest' leadets wel"e apostle• · ~f an lnter:.-ia~ia1 t~foDt 

movement.: *'The ov~tpowe~f.ng constl'lctions of tbe Antetiean 

caste systen•.l Httggin$ argues~"~ •d.tvetted both tyfes of lea~ 

aeah1p ftOm · ey effort to mobili~-e th~ black me.ssts al~g 
racial. ·lines•. 2 . Another ·hist.~arJ.an. calls Negro 1ea~rship as 

an •issue 'leadershtp•~3 Due to the absence ()f sttong 1nst1-. 

tut1ona1 baaeej'l t.bese N'~g~oes1 Who wtth.qieat. intensity · 
.. ' 

·oal.lecl UPQn ~t ~ace adVancement,'~ were dependent upon poptt-

1~* ap~r:oval o.f t.heil' han41tn9 of issues of' race advance-

4 
,· ; : 

Nathari itn~i~, ~gv-.ns,• ·• At'-~ertcans"·l tu . John · · . 
ft$.ghsm,7· e..s~,:~ e_n·1c Leaderlhip in America,' fJ:'l'te .... 
Jo~n Hop~e ~v. Press;~atlimore & London;."' 1978). 
PP•· 91.-118 ~· . . . . . . . 

%bid. 

BYere~t;. (!a:rll Laetd~ Jr.';' Neg;o .Political. Leade.pmtR 
p the SCntb (Ccmell Univ. Press# Ithaca, Rew Ol'k,· 
1966J ;.4 p. 3 ~· 
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~spite dlffe~rencee. of class end eulture, Blocka 

wer• vs.._.ea by. Whites as a monolith aru!, for J»I'SCtical pur• 

poses,· outsl4e the body po1itte.• Negro leaders mlght; be 
' . . . - . ., '. 

"C;Jel'scms ~~ nota~le ~leven.ent,: .-es_pect, i and· l'eputation Wbo 

could .])e unc.te•st.oQd to ~ak for the l'aee. Lacld.ng mOCha• 

nt.sm foJ< 'POPUl• choice, :aucb people. simply .. lOse to the 

top• •4 A. 13lsck .lesdersbj.p was not expected to rise !tom 

tbe ~ple or even self.!et:et!i and susts.!n:ed by than .. 

·;xamlrd.ng the leadership in ·the south, Latttt1· says 

t.!bet -e dcmt.nent foxm of Negt>o leadetehip 1n the south 

£.rom the en4 of ·Reeonstruetion to WoJ:ld wa~ It has been 

cieae•f.bed as •tJnc1e-Tom-iOD*; as '"consentattve•· CJ" "act:~ 

1.ftltl04atln~ leadershtp5• 'l"he •uncle Tomlf wa• a 1ea4er ...... 

.,. a d~iaton~atcar, because thEJ White commutdty, c!lestonatea 

b:im a leader end eupported hie decision. This ·wae the lind 

t>f pc1itl.eal leat!~aM:p that· EiXistea,~ baaed on the auppol't 

end 4tmct1ene of a b1nant outg:toup.~ 

While Gunnar: Myrdel foundJ NegJ:C l$etletehlp ae always 

r,elated to tbe pattem of race l'elatton 1n the Utd.ted stetes* 

4-J .. HUggtrus, n. i# P• 96. 

s: Latld, n. 3, P• 11S. 
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both with re,spect to time and paee. 

Johnson ~bat:aeterized Negro leadership as "gradualist" and 
.. 6 "revolutionary" ~ 

The references ltke moderate, militant, conservative, 

radical,• should be judged in a partictllat histo~ical con

text.. They a;e a reflection of the popular polenical env .. 

tronment. Renee, the labels thus applied may not be an 

adequate expl'e$sion of the leadetship that ooul4 best be 

understood .tn the context of their stated goals.* lt is 

quite possible, therefore, t.o conclude that for either 

gr:oup to succeed some ve'ty ~ad!cal Changes wete nf!Cessary 

in the .American soc!~y; . One would agree with (Jha.rles V. 

Hamilton 'aO view that,· ~ .• ;1
• any black political .action that 

sets out to GOr:u:come White racist exploitative practices in 

this country has to be, by definition, out to effect some 

very drastic~ radical .. changes in the society".' 

Historical Background s 

6
. I .. 

When judged in the 'leadetship context•, the crusade· 

~';uy B.. ~ohnson, . ~Negro Ra~ial Movements and . t.eade.t~ 
ship in the United states", American Journal of 
,$oeiologx;;. XLII,· (July 1937 - May 1938)., PP• 65-69. 

See Introduction, Cha.rles v. Hamilton, '!'he Black· 
Experieru;e in mer~gsm .Politicra (New. York, 19!3) • 
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against slavery was the most important. and reV'olut:tonar:y 

wave of refo.rm in the United States. ~lthough, the Whites 

had a great deal to champion the cause of abolition of slavery 

from the ~atly paz:t o~ the 19th century, the Blacks did not 

lag behind in such a venture. The times were different, 

tesouJ+~oes at thei.r hands were mec;tgre and only a_ small num-

ber had the opportunity to do so. Nevertheless, the crusade 

t.!ontinually swept a number of such Negroes Who had the 

avenues open to them. The Black ma."l reali:aeQ that {ihe 
. 

alone would have to fight for his cause, :! • e. the abol! tion 

of slavery. 

r.l'he .establishment of sepa~at·e houses of wo~ship for 

Negroer~.,' gave them an unusual opportunity to develop leader

ship. Cut off as they were from. participation in the polf. .... 

tleal life of the corrmunity and enjoying only a very limited 

amount: of educational opportunities, their religious insti ... 

tutions served as a training ground for many types of 

aeti vi t.t es .' 

rA.an~ of tne 'Negr~eaders ln thi$ crusade were 

former slaves and they contributed significantly to the 
' 

platfotm that was enga~ed to the advocacy of their libera

tion. They marvelled their audience \>r.l th the eloquence of 
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thei~ epe.eChes. 6e.tlpi.te 'their: innate handicaps 111 Qagl.i.sb 

language ana their e ){pression. They sought int;e;•atton 

1rtt.o the volitlcal, Social an.d economic life of the nai:U>n~ 

'!'bey tiled to ac:mtf!Ve $ta'tus in evolv.ing Amertean c1vtll• 

zati--' .e ..... ~ .. 
When tbe aoolt.tlonlate began their fi.~t. against 

slavesy the ·planters beeeme more caut:toue with Jregal'<l to 

Ne~ni xe11(Jtous act1v1t1ea an<! undeRcok to. eorttrol tbem. 

In t~otthet:R commUni Ut':rs the opp:tl't.un1ttes for ~legrees tt.o 

s~ure edut:at.ion widGilmi Cllu:ing the 19th cmtUJ!y* The 

Black a.boltt!onlst.o were getting involved in a aebat:e t~he-· 

tbe~ the f:ee Neqr:Oes shoUld seek a placeef fzeedom for 

t:hc;ttu:~elves !n Wtst A.f&"lea. fl The tneidect celates to late 

Janua~y in 1e11. The leaders p~esent Olt 12\ls occasion, 

debt\ttng the abl\te is.sue were the tbl:ee PJomin.mt black 

leaders• Janes Fett:en, Russell Partott ana Absalom Jone.s.· 

There · wer.e qui to a few cleJ'gymen who attended tbe meeting, 

John OlouoesteJ: of the Afr:t~an Presbyte~ian Church was also 

pz:·esent·.. A $0Ciety to thi$ effect, by the natno~· Em~ricsm 

~tm!ety 0;2t: Cglpnl.! iQg fale i'tg,a Pt9RJ.e Qf, ~J,QZ , £11 Jaae 

for detet1e coneer:n1n.g the role that tbe Bleck 
t:troiehers playeCI,· see :;.a. FJrenklln# lim' SlaY§'% 
SQ. El:;ee£!pm, (ttew Yo!'k 1951), PP• 162-1 s. 
Bertjemin oue. JJJ.es, . l!Jegls, Ab9l;!t1on3.gtg (OXfocd Uttiv. 
Press, London, 1969 , PP• 3-14. · 
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Un&t,e£1 S!Uitf!t had alceady been faunded. \'he Objective of 

the (QCJ.ety was to tehabil:f.tate ~tee Negt."oes in West Africa. 

The propcattion wae mooted bUt. dltl not get tlttough. The 

abOl!t~onl.ste did not want to leave tbelr slwe brethfen. in 

lu~eb and separate themselves by settling aown tn Af~tca. 

The attenpts rne.do thus l'ef1ected thelc des•r:e to 

seek redrass fJ:cm slavery •ather than exctblment £com. 

Ame.rlce.• They petitioned to the atat.t!l art! the federal 

qove~nments to put an md to the slave t.r~.d~ and to trnbGJ'k 

upcn a p.rogr:$m of oenetal et1anie1patimt. 'llle follow up of 

such ect.tvltfea conttnuad to grip i'l'se a:~untion of BlacW'~ 

OJtganl•attone 111«1 the .fa!. ,A!Ji.c.m ~!:e!x ... P.f J?btldftl• 
pb!a wn~dh passect resolutiona tor the, abolitlon of 

alavetr.10 

*l'he paople Who supp(Jtted such a. move of coloni=at:ton 

and othe!'s ttbo buttressed ·their pol.S.ey were put to a (301'UJi• 

derabltt hanf!Sssnfm:t. The d!fferen~ bettfeen thetse fo~ 

af!iontz,et:tef.'ts Elftd othe¥s optosed to ! t ware ahaq,ly dGflned 

in their .approaches t:oo. The ~:eliq!oue oJ:iantation Emd 

their cel!q!oss:ey brougb~ a milS,~ modete.1t~ and cono!l1ator:y 

¥ t i ' S - . _ 11 I A T ·tt ••n •• 1!f l•·rt 
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tone ""idh vas particularly prevalent. anong the SOuthern 

AbGlit!onlats (pl'o-colonizers} • While even anong the 

southem AbolJ.t.loniata, there v&re some Who took a militant 

appi'O-aeb and defied v-ehemently any logic that toleratea 

sl.av~y snd lts escape in the form of seeking colonization. 

An.oth~ stgntflcant cr:usade that is a subject of 

groat aeadent.c interest, in this regatrd, la the r:ebellloua: 

a.ctd.vltles of tbe free Black ccusaders who lost their lives 

in the proeess of redeeming their vow to seek llbe&Hltton. 

CbLef among then al'e the Denmark Vessey J:EWolt, Gab#t.el 

Plot and Nat Tu•ner•e Revolt. fllese ~epr-esented earlr 
typea of pure ptotest leaders.11 They showed a certain 

sense o! clespe~:ation on theit pert to rip off the lab:llc 

of this ev11 scclal insti tu~. 

These isolated ine.idet~ta were not relatec! to any 

ol'ganl.eatlonal act,iv:tt:les.· Hatc:e they do not constitute, 

st•tetly epeatd.ng, . paR of the Abolition Movenent that. was 

steered by the Slacka in cne fob\ or the other.' one $bould 

not f"ail to tribute these small number of people, Whc wm:e 



eliC!wwented by f().tc:::es atottnd tbeni1l- ana yet ocntrtbute4 . alq

nlftoantly tc:>wat4s t:be uplift of their race.; The result 

and. auccess of .S.uch ~ffott: nee« not obliterate the judge. 

anent. of a htstonan ln ,.ot paytng adequate ttibu.te to their 

#eal an4· passion with wbicb they worked towatas belpirtg 

their bJrethren.~ The situation that eonf~ed the Blacks 

;f.n the Vnttea sta.tee 1n the ante.be11um fe.liiC4 was an e~ 

reaeJ;y 4.ifftcult: and eomp.lex «tC! .; The Blac~s never acceptea 

the fact of thet~ en81av•ent wt111nq1y~· <>t e~uJ11y.;4 Herbert. 

A<ptbe~• and •tl'le.ra bave doeumented the many slave _.evo.lta 

that occnsted tn . the histott of Blac~ sat,:Vi tude in the Uni tea 
states~'12 tt ts appatent ;that. the B1ac1t iea4ership that 

~late<! du.ting· this ·pette« had taken c~taa.nce or tt:s 

1im1tat1ons .ana realized t;:be fut!I,itr of anr atmed tn-suae. 

etion.•1 'the unlfomn $CpO\Uta1 of aome form of Blaelt nationa .. 

ltsm by Black lead;f)rs llke, M~in Delany ,tf Henty. lUgbland 

Gamet/ :J ;"':.~ Molly an4 Fr~eri.ek ~g1a$si~ seem. to. be e 

· t-e&eti~n t~ t.be events ot ttte t !mea} 

X~ was not~~ howe•t,'* until 1830's and a «<e<:eile lat.et 

that. a gr:eat fillip vall tecei ve4 by the Bl aou tn tb.eit' 

-
l!er:. bef:'t A'Pth·· .. elcat.i n_msan ,,N;eql'o Sl§!t Revol~Jh 

. (New Yo!:~ 1914 l..19 · · • · · . . · . · 
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~msa&t against ~t18'W!Iy• !'he Blaet ~Ab0llt10fttltts were .,con 

joJ.tu!d by a host of W!dte AbOltttotd.~tts. frie, White~ att.:t

mtpted henaftet to d\~neK•e tbel:r suppe>tt Whf.Ch !lt.fb11Y 

conjo,_ec!l wttb· the aaptre.t.loruJ· of the Blaeks.i A v.y 

tot.e~ing hle~en• on the Neg~ ebolt\J.c:miete whlcb a 

ach.,ler camaot. aifod to tgftcre l• He,bext Apthetul -A' 

~toa. ·*'"" d .l>e RtcJd .21R.R&t. &n. tho. YDJ.'ml 
Sta\!f (Ke\t' Yoft, 1911).; .Aptb$ku has bJ'(IIlght out ·tbe tel .. 

vent scu~oe. mate.dal.s 'o provicte a inti- to tbe ceele~s 

oa the· aot1v1\I.U ami ech~ff ·ot ~h .,lack aboUcicn

l$ts;t BqoaJ.ly litrtlftcant t.s the ecllecttot\ of crat!o"s of 

the o~at Bleck ptoneeS" oratoYs ln CIU'tet t. WQ04tstml e4.1i 1 

- ,q&ttoAi ~mttu~&& .Pf!tlell&l (Wallhtnttcni 1925) .ta All 

these materials do lr.dteete e gteat 4ea1 o.f meumess: tbaJ; 

exis.te! aaonov · ·•laves aa4 ifte ways ~ .:eactect· to this 
.., . · ...... ,;..a.. ' ·t ... nst.,.; ... w.,.on.~. 

-
·~ Se,ptl!mb(tl', 182tl Davl6 W!llker•• tl!l!lll te .tbl 

. '• ' . 

Sti~MA ciuas• ,If jIll J!orla appeen4. Xt waa one of the 
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meet vlaottoua denunelaUons of slavECy ever to ba printe4 tn 
. . ~ . 

tbe Un.i~ed Stlatee.14 David Walker . was e Black Who bad 

sett1e4 down tn Boston. In hts appeal be bad le~ued a \!~tiC• 

ntng to the White Atnettoans. 1n the form of a pamph.llet. in 

'Which he asid that it was h:1flh time for the whitenm that. 

they got. rtd ef their sins. or keeping NegJ:oea in bonde.ge. 

Hie words bad tmmetiate effect on Nol'th euollna and Geotgia 

wb!eb enacted l.swa t.o p~blbf.t· the clrculatton_ of sueb tn.fla .... 

ltlmatory metertal~,.· fhe Blacks bad begun feeling t:ne tmpact 

of 1t.' Now. tt was only with the pasaaqo of a few yeara that 

the Blacks and White soon got so thoroughly involved tn the 

abolition.. of. alave~y that the 1mport.ance of the Whtte Libet• 

tslan, beaded by tbe dynmrtc per:scma.lt.ty of WUliam Lloyd 

Gat:rtson, ca11n~t be sepa~eted sn4 unae.,estbnated• 

Around t.~ts pet:iod, the Abolitionist f.t3vem.ent hac! 

dlppEX.'! to a lCM key. "It was at 1!his tim$• • repo.t:ts ~Uis 

R.uonameb,1 ·"That tlllllan !.,1oya Glll:rlson appear:ed on t'he some 

wltb. a Jr.woluttonaey philosophy .. •' He challenged f!/Vt~ty baB1c 

assum¢-ion ·of the eJrf.stf.ng enti•slavery ~!etiet~h1 He bd.lt 

"n9ltt fourtdat tons, and oJ:eated a movanent which ul.thnately 

brought. ~u·t 'the destRotl:on of alave~y., 1"15 Garrison was, 

14. 
J.S,. 

John Hope Pranl(1in, n* a, p.~ 243. 
See ::tn.troduction, Louts Rucb.uee, T,he Abgl#zt~S.gt!·' 
A CAJ.J.m:tSPn of :£l'udr wetting (New York, 196§; P• ~s. 



t;hUS',"' reprdet •t-e alteednc! of ~be, ~Jeat revoluta.""•. 
var-lou~J -pea of aotlvltte, 'bet• r•boundtao aa a •eeolt of 

oaett.eon•t flUlp to the ~t. On. 6: JeauS~Y 1832, the . . ~ 

•• llUJl:antt. ,aot.!·&lmv. !e.Qtllr: wu f~Jl •te eonet&-

t.tttlon . ._ avcwed to tbe pl'f.nclple of ~ta~e aneucipa-

tioa, Volcea wtre 'heal'td 4ft favour· of foJ'miftt a. aatitmal 

·et.ttl-al~tt or9MSsat.t.ou tlllch ttbOlJlcl be ·l:laletJ on the ••· 

nelpl~J of ba.Uat,e'~l mtcon4itton.a1 enanclp&Utn.16 

'lhts GbOted e lltW 4lteefd.oa to· the Sl8Q'k• ta G¥4• to 

e\taln pollttcal, Gftd sac!a1 recoontt.f.Gn of the Oaulth' the 

fuftds wm raise! bf euoh o~gartteat!Cftl •• 4otlatl0il8;~ tto 
~tatter bOW •at1 in ecunt, cdiftu.S ~o :flo.!~ Sa.' Amon9 

the leatllng ~ of the Blactc AbOllttealetfJ~~ PQ$t•tck 

DOUgla.q wa1· \he molt tnf1uenUel 0! the forme• ala•ea. 

Dout1a•a ba4 ~eeep«t ~~ •t.vetY fcan bt• matto• tn 
Mary1e'ftCI :tn 1838;. ttft ~led «!om in W. Secllotcii' Mass .... 

achuset\s-~ ·~n 1841, he het.tame an agent of· the MassaebnllfJ~tf 

Mtl..SitNerv Stre:let:.y aad leotuhJd· ill t.bt north of the unt.te\t 

statea as well as· ln !ngl.art4~' DoUglass' 1tfe •• e mtnal 

·C~$$4t fol' the a'bo11tl0n of elaveq emJ C$ClaJ dl.$0d.ntifta,. 

ttcm~' lie stcoct foe the· attalmu,!nt of civil ea poUt.teal 



• u • 

ft._ at! -.a~tty betor• the law,. • ala· tor the usj. 

.us•• ·of ~~~ tnto tbe ~~Uttt~tcat toele\\r.17'. 

ftt. latdCI.I .S9URI!d8m SQII._ a~mea at ~-a
tUtnt ·lreat ttegroofJ tn Afdce.: fta ccmnoo .. ~re of all 

these *''*Pt wag ~I' c(]ft.(H!Ited dfOtt ~ pclttt

eel -~ a .-t~ devatt• 4ft tbe -~ of .a blob 
ltvet os· O£vltke5 ·-sevai•t. wtk:h they tbco.gbt ftlo ..

bad· no Oppb~att:y· ·to. pufsue 1ft tlwtl" eotmter. ~ llolertdt 

COUtlaea •·•• a 1&fe10ttt .. , of· eolo111aatlall .cfheme• of • 
. _..,l wbf.te*a • veU •· tha• of the !lefiOetJ As a •olut;icn 

u ·~~- Cldfra\t.onhm, s• "*· 'Vlew, t~a~ _,.Y. ea ·._.. 
. . 

••• of the pnbl•• to• ·GU mwl4 .utlo! at a. uJ•lee 
Aa the place 1thBe t• ._...; 

loutJleM' eefullld to af:fcept. ._. 18«* of •• p~:e. 
•us~·--· ••· .._ ... at ... ~wei .-.a·. h,.._• ·% ~-'t -t He J ~· \110 V'!I<'M-~ ... !QQ no~ •w ~ '!!IIJU....-1 11'"""'.....--•1:3>• . • ... 

bo!Gy 4~ t.bet Mte ttegro eoul4 1te ,Oi.ttloellr efJtlht

leW ·tr~ttr toaeec~.~ .-H him! to be if .the· trepublk: ate aOB 
-

.•'; 

., m. ·ltJQ Jr··-~,- .. ._. __ , -,,.. ••·• Mi n.z_;r•-- t?t 

• 
t'# Auptll·Mlttt' em! --~.Rudwtc-.. .a;·, fiftJS!ll · IIMI.Jd.llti Ctlllv~ of JUlnole Preee, ~ ~~~ p•· 4.: 

te. 
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to dtalt'I'Of 1 ts p~1rt<t1ples. He refusea to . eceept that juattee 

fol' the l'egro. Ht.s po11t1aa1 east.ml.lat:lon requi.:es h1a bio

logical cmalgametion •19 tt t.s important to und~aten4 What 

is meant by aas1mtlaUon. ln. so fax as asslmt.latio'l\ ls the 

aequlaltlon of cultuJt&l, mo~al and pol.:Ltieal at8tlc1atdS twld. 

h~bits;~ lt ls a learntng,~ not a bt.ologtcal proceee. Ae<:ord

.lng to Douglaae, asstm1lat1cn tf&S not a!mply a mat.ter of 

lt"tqal or po11tlcal justice bu1Z entailed the elevation of 

the Negro.' He vee not against· reoial lnteJ.'Iru~a:ttiaoe~ Aecocd

'DJ to blmJ· such a thl.no teuld lead t.o the absorpt.fcm of the 

Negro, thaotetice.lly .ana p~actically his goal wae to afftan 

the irrelevance to pUblic ,o:U.er of such tneexetieal tefl&oo 

cttons abOut the· futulte. 20 

Douglass'waa a rnidd1e-c1ass ol"lenta:t:ton towud the 

solution of the pcobltms eao!.ng Ame:ttean Negcoee.' The solu• 

t4bn to race problems~ be ·.ss1411 
"/•• tay ln ·$ sincexe 8£fort.. 

'to apply the mor:al princlplee upon fttllcb the Republic was 

founded" •21 In his 1949 utiole, •wttat are the Ck>l'O~ed 
People l))iftg for fhemaelves", he aasel't.ed e. thesis tha:t 

19. 

20. 

21• 

a4d,1 P•' 1 

11?1=&!~ 'P• a 
Melu and Rndv4'ic't, n, •. 1'1 ,: p. 9,!: 

:' . .,._ 
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4, '~" ••. 
~·.J'~~ 

late· I: became t.he. ~$~s of a_ oc.mt:tove•~:y between BQ()ket' '1' •· 

WS$hington and l+i.1.:S;1 DuBOis. The question was whetbet' the 

e-levat!cm Qf., th~;-·Negro would ·take plac;e _through tbe ci'&ation 

of a distlngu1shed elite OJ: whe~er it ·~:equtrea· a general· 

qhcmge. tn t:h,.~:J·'P~§~~e as a whole~' Douglass Opted fer the 
. ' . '· - . • .. '. t'· . ~. ~ 

l.at:t&J:: Dou~gl:ass •• int.e:r:eat ln the wel~at:t:t of the Neg;o . "''t;. . ' 
1ed h1m to becane an aavooate of industl:ial Education. He . . 
opposed .11m ctt:~~~i1 whez:ever it appear:$! •' ~o h:Qn, the s t.ru ... . . 

I ~~ " ,; f 

ggle of the c::olored man w~ ci eause1of the larger: human 

ettug:gle.~ · . t; 

·The Manist.ol"iented historian~' Philip s .. Fcmer/ 

viewed Dougla~s as the personifoatd~ .. of -the st.rug:gle 

against evils inherent 1n the Alnetiean· Sooiety o£ his day.1 

ronet placea hint !n a class#' he tesetves only fbt JeffoJ:son 
-·a·· .· · . 1-·· "~ · an · Linco r1. 

:Douglass' public career eluting tbe abolitionist pexiod 

m.ay be divided $onto ts.fo 'Petts& the 1840s When he followed the 
. ,, .. 

m~tal suasion tactics of' the Gar~:taon!ans.,· and the· 18$0$ · 

when he Q1JOt;ure4 the eause 9f poll tieal abolition- ~gust 
• J ,.. ( 

Meiet bas, dOne a cae~e study of the ·kind of · Negt'¢l pxot.est le4 
: ... . 

by l)()Uglas~J •22 :tn this al'ttcle Meier points out that. ftcm 

~2 . .' August. Meier,1 *Ftede:riok Douqlass • Visioa forllmf:u:teat 
A_Case study in the 19th centuzy Negro Protest"} 
republished. in Quarles, ec!H Black Abolitionists, 
n~·?>~ 
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1851 onwal'ds, agitation for polltt.eal tights and st~ess 

upon the value of ;lolJ.tic:el activity becane ort@ of the xnost 

.lmpoi:tant ~emes in Douglass' thinking.· Xn 'the rears f~<m 

the founding of is~!al .. §tAE to tbe tdectiorl of Lt.neo1~0 
Douglass • prog.Janrne for ·tbe advanoenent. of fr:ee Ne-gxoes 

consisted of three PJ"inCipal element~n a majo.: emphf!sts 

on t.'itotest SAd citi~enahip rights, Eftd secondary enphasia 

on selt~belp, z:ace pride and .:ae1a1 aolldarity on tbe one 

hand, ana econ.cmic develepnent. on the othe~: 

:tt 1s v~ tJ1gn1f!cant to note that ove~ a genera

tion befor:e lrd~etlra1 eaucatlon became a rnajor plank 1n 

Booku T • Washington • s platfozrn, arguments almost taenttcal 

to these bad been utllit:ea bf :vredettlCik tbuf#lass .• tJougless 

empltasiled ttaWng lol' the trade$ over educat.ton foJt tbG 

leamea prjofessione. Pol' Douglass,· the aeqU:isitton of mora ... 

ltty and ptroperty was a eupplanent instrument 1n the st.J:Uggle 

for equal rights. The stmilairty between these two gJ"eat 

leaders cen also be .seen# while spesklno at the 13th annt. 

ver:saty meeting of the llmertean Anti-Slavery SOciety tu 
. ' 

~ember 196&, Douolass suggested* "tbe ques~ton t~u can the 

White rmd coloced peoples of this muntcy ba bl«mdetl into 

s eorrmon. nationa11t.y.,'.'•. • 23 Both basically had a m14dle-



~ 17 -

class orientation to.wat4s the solution of the p'robleme · 

facing Amettcarr Negroes. 

Douc;,lass did not ~~fine his a¢tivitf,es to Jlmetica 

alone.) . He went ab~ce,d and sol.!oited the support lor his 

cause~~ The object of publish~g bia farnott$ journal wass 

· ••• to atta(lk · Slavety in all its forms and aspects, 
adveeat~ • univerttal Bnane.f. pation • 1 promote the. Moral 
and Intellectual Xmprovement of t:he COLOUR~CD PEOJ?LJ::J 
and hasten tbe day ·of 1RBEDOM tO the 'l'htee Mil11ons 
Of our: •mnsla'O'ed fellow eounttymen. 24 

. 
lf)ouglass :made. the.Abol.S.t1on Movement his pJ!ma~y 

mission. To that ~~tent,4 he can be aall~d a .giant among 

his contemporatd.e$ ;/ 'rhe 131aaks certainly made. qt'eat. 

str'idel!l in tbett movement. The. constttut:tcn a1, political · 

and social . challenges ft"om the White Soeiety were fat too 

stupendous~· ~he Black problem wa$ resolved only by the 

OlVi.l wu~ 

One would agtee with Atigust Meiet when he wJ:iites,1 

•tn sho,rt.; during his last year$~'~ Douglass was the protes-t 

and assirntlation:l.$t leader epitantaed .. ~ 25 



I 

•-;J •• tb.e man who ~~:e t;he laahes•; Hooker T •. washington 
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.. - ... .. .. . ' ... - .. 

·~;~the .m.en wbo .bOre the lalbea•"jii Bo.o]Sett ~ i Washinqtga 

.tatlt U.ftt 

The 8lae1t b.i$otr in .teertca 1, fUll of tt.s heit>es;~ 

"the 'Qamea iibat flgute tlutint the ~ettcd of slavery ate num .. 

.er:oua as 4te'dtlase4 ~atliet. · Am'Ol\g a f.ew leeding cnes,.., SOo'kol' 

tt·~ Wubington has be.en a un~que pet$011ai~ty. Jfe vas bOl'n in 

tS56 on a plsntation tn v-.ro!~a ~· '1he Cerulltl$ Rf!'POtt .of t.eso 

gives the reat of WashingtOn's b1rt.h as tB56~ 1 The details 

fumiShed tn tble regar4 etg,est that bta mothe%'· who waa a 

slave wotkeel tn the fem11y of he!! masi:f!ti ~called Janes 

thtftc>ug'tla; $be was tn tbe oultOdr of bet: malltet#' .:rarrres 

Butttougna Wht!n BOo'ker T •4 waahington waa botn i 

'Jhen. oame t!he tumu1t\lOU8 yea1'8 of the Civil WaJ! 

(1861·18&5 ·• •• ·a, tbe !tmout ••oclamatton Qf 1863~~ Abral\an 

Lincoln made the bistotti<'· ·4eo1ai0ft to eee all •laves t:r~ :t 

1.-' .Aecor4ing . to the 1860 census;" washinot.on • s yeat ·Of 
btrtl) is 1856; though :Ln bts autobiograpby he give.s;i 
*.1858 QJ: 18S9"as h1e birth yeaJ:•' No .4ate &s ~entioned.. 
~en sus ·lte~rt:. 't;aken fratl ~ouia R~· Harlan.. et: al. ~ 
T e. ·soo er '.'t.q Washin to Pa · %s,· Vol~ 2 (Untv.; of 
Ultno.t$ ·Pressl"' Urbana~~ 197.1 # p: :1. · 
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Boote~.~~ Waabtngton anti . his mother, · filS tbe $tHy aoe$, 

wexe oa11ec1 to the "blg bouse• by their msst~r, BUrl'ouQbs . . 

and they. were to.la that they t~ere free and. weJe no mote 

slav•• 

Wasblngtoll tecalls l.n hi$ au.t;obio~apbyt urus aet 

was hailed !11\h Joy by ell tbe slaves,· but it tbl'$W a er~ 

endoue· z&sponeib! lity Ut'JOi'l my motheJ, as we!l as UPI)n tbe 

otb~.r Dlav•• •2 Hel'eaftet, they w•e supposed to lead thetc 

ltws inctepende'lt.1y. 'There wq nobody to :pxovt.de than the 

basic n~easttles of lt.fe. · Nor wer~ they •ktlletl in any 

pr6fession .• · W$shtnQOon' con·fessesi 8 Altbcugb ! was bom a 

slaves, t was too young to ext;>ed.mce :mudb o£ its herd-

lib!pd •·3 WatJbington ~ a CQnpl:tment to his nu~atu When he 

said tbat hts owner8 wal'e •not so cruel as were many others" , 

·.1\St:er the Deela~:at:ton of the Emanct,aticn Proolama

tion, Negt'Oe$ wanted to "bange their names end leave tbe 

~JlatU:attons of the South ao. that they feit eure that they 

w-e ftcM~·. Outing the 181Jtt. hitt tnotber .left South Virglnla 

2 .• 

:a. 
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. and wmt to Malden cou'ftty · 4n WGst Virginia.. There eb.e 

maJ:rieta. a men anowrt 88 Waabinf-on Felr1.NSOft .. 

Booket''• :lnqul.EJ1tlveness as a slave oh!14 was J.mmense.: 

He had no access to School, bUt he always carr.ied the books 

ef his master • a cblldr:en ss an attendent.· He was not allowetl 

to tntor the SChool as be was e elare ehl14. But he 1e8ftlt 

· & good deal ~dt the· door:st:eps -of the Scboo1t While ba •eJ.~d 

for bta ~·a ehtldren. This is hw bo gradual.ly &we

loped an interest, in t:eacltnq anc! writing.' H!s cu:r:osity did 

not stop het:e.. Wot1d~g in ·the salt. indUatry w$.t'h hie 111tep 

fathar, Booker ~nttnued ht.s tntenat! desire to loam to 

teild. 4 His mother Who had e deep U\'PS-Ot on h1m prov1ded 

him t~itb l~saons in V'lrbue ·o£ thr1«& •. · She. managed to get. 

bold of a 'b'.tok for his son. Sh& eonit.t.nuect to a14 b1m fully 

and. bel"d him fulfill hie educational anblt!on. 

!t til&$ &n:ino ~lt.J Ume that a scboot was opeued for 

the colored ohtldt'en in the village. aoc:akeJ: was. atbltt.ed 

to t\'d.a school. A black man, call~ .H11liem Davle became 

Booke:t''s £Arst t.eac::ber. This school was owned by the £:1'eed• 

men c>f itle Me.1den eroa. They evolved an tnga~.toua 16ea to 
' . ' 
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pay him the tution fees by & snall subscri~tlon Which eac'h 

family -~uld eontl'ibute mcntbly t He woo.~ eat and al~p 

O'fte day with one famlly ana the next wl~ anothe •• 5 ln 

1867 * Dav1$'· felt tbat the black schoole tn the Malden area# 

weJ'e not wt$11 :r-eceived by the \fbi t.es, whereas the, ntea&nen •s 
·, ... . . . ' ~-. . ' ' . . . . 

- . 

sur~au _ endOu~a;ed then~ _ ~t is the ssme $(!bQ01 1 a.bout wb!Cb_ 

Wa,.btqtJtan mentions ln. ':l1a Q\ltoblogra~y,_ JlR f~Pm Slav&cy, 

but t.'bes Mt mention his 1:ee.eher' s neme.6 
i Hq could. qot 

- ' 

continue Jte;ttlarJ,y att.-eruU.ng the school fofl' too long. some-, . . ~ . ' .. . ' 

bOlt, ba waa: _ able to manege with some educs~1on studying at 

n1ght and on sundaYt:h Then one ctay,_ be heard aboUt a q~eat 
' ' ' . . ~ ' 

sdhcol foe_ aolorea people ecmet.fhere tn vtrotnl~.. Without 
. . . ~ . ~ . ' 

'having any knowledge _about ~t, he deoi<l~d to go to the 
. '· . . . 

Hampton Noltnal and Aqt:ieultu"el In$\1 tute ln V.ltqinia. 
' \ ' • ' ' • ' 

0
, 0 ' • •I • o • 

· Po.:. abOut a yeat Ol' llt.tle mor:e, Booker had ~ won 
. . . . . . . ' . . 

as e. b.ouse-boy in the family of Getteral. Lewis Ruffnesr_, the 
' .. . ·: ,•· . 

owner o'- the. salt.-fumace and coal-mine. Mrt .. Ruffnet*' 
• ' 1 ( ' • • ; I • ,, 

. -
'known for her strict bdlavt-our, soon beceme one of bls best 

s. 

6. 

Details about the SChool have been taken ~~~ 
Hatl.an, ~t-. al.,, n.1,: Plh 1'7d•184 · 

· Booket Tt W~sJl1ngt.otl;1 n~- 4, P• '56: 

b~ 
'C16·7~'N2.. 

N'b 
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friends.~. Here too, aotl'k@l' did not leave any moment to keep 

up with whatever little be. could gtasp,, even though the 

ot>tJOrt~tt.y ct~ne at n1(Jht. He received fu:ll encoure.qement 

of Mrs~ 1\uffns to get ~atton •. ~n the :fall of 19?2/ 

aoo~_. declded to leave for aanpton. 

HoWtwe-t unw111in.;1
1 SOokel' •s moth@ I' was to l)aR wltb 

het ~,Jon,. She gave ber eonsent to bls deetston to go to 

Har.pton.- ·tn 'his journey fzan Malden to Hampton, Booker 

•ellsed the sub~1et1t'nJ of the racial &fference being pra. 

ct.!ced' bV the White$ t:cwat'd bS.s t"acrh Aftet reaching Hanpton 

Xnat.ltute. Booke: prenentea himself, with all his bumble 
. . fi' 

baekgr:owd~· to tbt! ta4y P#incipal, Miss Matr F. ·l?aekie. . . . . v 

She aslced Boo'keJ: to elean e. r:ooro and $leo asked some qUes-

tions;' Aftel' olea:ri.ng his .ttsweepl.hg examination'*# 7 a.Joker 

wa11 give\ aCimlsskm tn the Hanl)toft Institute. The diffl• 

~ltiea that be faced 1n 'his boyhood made Booker e man wttb 

stoic cotu:age and a dete¥mlned pet.iSon :ln _tbe pur:sutt o£ his 

anbltton..· He watt also influenced by Genetal. samuel c. 
A'lmstl"ong. who guided bim a't every step ubtil hls ,death tn 

18-03. Qene:ral. Arrru;trong wca$ the PS"ine~pal at the Rt,mtpton 

Institute~ t·t: was he who helped Booker • a great dMl. . 
•1 

7
,, 
• 
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(t~&l ~sttong*e 1nfluMce.: Booker save that; •ae. \ifas ·a -men 

Who could not. ~~u:e fc~ a minut.e hypoctley or \-tattt cf 
: . - ~ 

r-. 

taruth f.~ any OJte~· . This tnOt'IJl less~ he impress~ upOn 

ev~y one .who cane tn. contact WS.tb hlm•. 9 Booker S.nhez:lted 

this idea of Gensal.•s soctal -ph11osapby as the gUSding 
• 

ptrlnotple ·of his life. 

. Na.t.balt.e torr!i Who lnfluenee4 Booker as a teacher · 

bt;!stdes· the oth•r g;eat personalities., .. wu the mcst helpful 

l&ay .whom ~ker respected. ae attende6 'her sunaay .... scbool 

cte.sse(J . and e tutUetJ the Bible un4et be dl~eotlon. _. She also 

ta.u9ttt hf;ln the an of public speald.ng and later )lel~ed ·b!m 

prepate.bis post gt&auate oration - "The F.otee .f.h.at~w~l!t.-
. ... '·· "Pr'~ 

at the 1919 Hemptol'! eommeneemant. The edf'antages of lndus-

tr.lel .etluc-tion ana the idea!; of pUritan vetuas were also 

st%essed by t.U.$S ~rd. Throughout be~t cueezo ahe gave t:bokM 

ft'&.nk _$D.! cogent actv1.co and .:mcoumqed bt.m to continue the 

H$tnpto!l epproaeb to eduoattonal end eoc1al )bilosophy'* 

2!ven "bart Book@t left the School., be owed siXteen 

Ciollars to t'he S.nst!tuttoni.· This clearly showed the ,difft.

eulties be fecett in .financing bis eauca-tton .. : . 
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Th.e self;..1ess #egar:d foX' bUinsn value$ by b!e teachers 

e't Haapton ftlade e 4eeJ> impact on Joo'keJ" T. Washington.: The 

~rotestant vi~:tuetu 111ndustry; frugalt.ty, cleanliness. temp

erance; order. dGeorun .and punctuality, became the virtues 

of hte life too• .• 9 This ld.na of edtr.:u£1on mentallr prepar:ed 

Washington ~ function. within the elttsting social eysten e. 

t.ra"J;t that. t44S to go a long way in bls lifo.' 'the SUC:CE!SB 

that one could attribUte to him was in his abiU ty to make 

the most eut of tme pteva!l11lf3 social ethos. 

".'i.. t tepeat for empbasls tbat any work looking 

~~•as the peJ:n\anmt .tmprovanent of the N~o south 

rnut;;t bave for one of its aSms the f:ttttng o£ blm 

to Uve friendly and peaceably with his WhJ;.te neigb.

bors t;Otn aocially and polt.tically. 10 

IUs was the .sehooling Which was sanewha:t. ltmlted 

in the contoxt of tte pxagnattnm where 1M:m the snalle$t 

suoct!oo and achievement became his objECtive.. But 1 t. was 

a <tr¥ning that mew no l:!mitc to eball.engea in life.· 
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After. hevintJ ~-pariment-~d t.'d.th ot.,ller ca~ee:s, fol' 

sovetal yea:&·s. lnclt\dtftg ootlttcs ·and the Baptist Mini$tJ:y, 

Boo~~ tetutned to Ha:npton tn 1879 es a ·t..eacber ·c.tnt.i a do~:• 

m!~f:Y. &upel'•lsor \fh~ he helped tbe students community a 

gJ:ea-t 4~81. 

· in May .teat, Gen•· Amtsttonq lti~eelvea a lettet !Jan 

a· g8ltlanara in Al~a aald.ng him to r:ecanmtmd a -person who 

could ta~ cbaxge o £ a school whtcb. was 1to be set. up for 

tbe colored people. J.n the little won of 'l'Uskeg~e•~ Booker 

T .• Washington became the obv.ious r.terne to samuel A~ong • .-. . . 

The authod.ttes e.gr:e$1,1 eft.~• a sltg'"at htsit.atitm ln taPP"' 

otrtctinq a eolouced. teaebcut •• Ttiskegee was e town \fbicb was 

well known as the Blac:fi~ Belt of the South. tn t:td.s county 

tbe Whites were ~utnu.moor~ by the Bleck,s~ Booker fotmded 

tb~ '1uqkagec Notmel and rnaustcta1 tnstt tut.e ·Qft the Hampton 

rnodel~l To lift!eeide ovs the Tuskegee lnsti tute, Hasbington 

had to combiru~ all of hie ab111 ty as a ahrew4 polt·t1c1en ana 

e preach-or~ 

Bof)kel' T.:· Washington took with h.tm to ~uekegee not 

only eeluea~tonal methods mt. also. the basic assumptiOtts 

t:eg~a:tdlng tbe Negco rae~· ln .Atnertea. stnee be 'bad an. 
f, 

tntim&t.e knowledge of his own J:aee, he did not r:egu4 tha~ 

ansnclpatlOft brou~~ the mill.E!In:ium.· end that the freedmen 
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could not. get a :poaltlon of equal! ty. He found to his 

dismay that the Ne«P""eo tn America tended: to believe sa 

did the Whf.tea, that. a Nec#o was inferior 1ft bis cultural, 

social and economic bert taqe. ii'ashington wanted to stem 

eucb a feellnt of 1nfet1orlty EJnOng his bl'ethl:en. He felt 

that unless a Reg~:o feels innately eonftdent about hl.mself, 

he cannot tace the white world. This plan called fox: a 

lon_g--pbased orientation~ Wesblngton felt that too much 

empbaala vas being laic! on the itnportance of seeu~:J.ng the 

polttteel n~ts and getting the Blacks Oft \fOttn.g lists and 

ttheir holding poll.ttcal offices. Be, instead, want$d to 

prepare then for t.he hl,f#'test quallttes of clt1~en$b.lp. 

The Netro must :prove hie wo:rth, becane the aawcaey 

of Weab1ngton •· That. he shoula prove worthy of his f'teedan 

became hts focus •' His shortcomings could ba remedied th~ougb 

education •' '1he a ,ccomt>lf.shment in the t:ealm of eC!ueat!!on: 

woula raquire mueb more than a mere acadernf.c tt'a!Qino~ A 

aysteaatlQ method of education was to be .tnrpartect. After. 

be bad ma.ile ble foundations secure, could be th.f:nk of •cul

tural u tratntnq" Lea: nlnq how -to make a llv.tng was much 

mor;e ne<!easary then learnlnq to enjoy life. His st.rat=egy 

was to gata mote ~or; 'his cause by l)tals1ng the vil'tues of 
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the White south than by con:aemn.!nq lts faults. The schoo.l 

·was transformed from en • ex:peX"1ment.., :tn~ "an ettab11sbad 

£aot• dur:t.nv tb.e next fifteen yeaJ:s.11 !'hi$ was indeed a 

l'ena:rkabl.e suceese of washington • e strategy. 

At Tuakegee, lessons lrt .. self-help end self•tel1ance 

were given to all tbe students. They practically bad to do 

eveJ:yth1ng that they aeeded in their everyday Ufe- fran 

t11lln:g thel:r lend to e~:ecttng theiJ: ow bUil&gs. Relat

ing to tbe importance of being self-~ell.an.t, Waehingtoa 

said, _.The !ndtvlaual who e:en, 4o acrneth1ng tbat tl'u! wo~U 

Waftt.8 tlone, will in tbe end,; make his way regudl.as$ of 

~is J"ace ... u 

·To tight off his critics and to .,etdn hls powel", 

however, waah1tlgton showed a different ~rsonal1ty. He 

felt the ueed to esaQt'le a eertaf.n public role riO mat.te~ 

whet be bl.mselt bel levee! .ln. Any aetton tbat might offend 

the ·Whiteoi'· Washington tried to do it. clat~destlnely.. Dur

tng the period of 1aao•·s and 18901s be bad to f~ several 

. polttlea.l aaa ~onomtc challenges. 

11. semuel R. spence.r:, J#H !.2Qk!I T, wyhtn~ pnd thft 
BeaU!'' I Plage ip rrerteg-,yfe faost:on an~o~nto,· 
arom end co., 1955 , P• 66. . · 
washington, n. 1, P! JDCV, 
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It bas· usually been eugges~ed tbat the Ci.v11 war 

was fought. for the liberation of Blacks fc~ the b\lmnn 

bondage, and the Reeonst~c:t:lott that ec>llowed after the wai', 

~~·a great deal of promtse for Blacks to restore ttu;rnse1ves, 

eco-nomically,. poltt!cally aad socially. But vet'/ 1itt1a 

tmp~ovenen.t \fa.S dt.ae.ble eitbet 1n tbe economle cr tn 

the soclal si:atus of the Blaoka at the end of Reeonstruottorl, 

Mcuteovet·,_ Whatare.r: po1!t!ca1 galns they 'M.d achieVed ••re 

taken away by tho vtn41.etlve attitudes o£ some of the sou

tbeam teJ:r:ot:tst SOQicetles, fanous cmon.g them belng,' tbe· 

Ku K1U)t Rlan (100(). 

HOwever,·· 1n the Aeld of education some progress was 

made. Many Sdbools wece sta~tea at that. t1me flr1d tt wae 

hoped that Negt::Qea would make some progress through educe... 

tion. To escape fi!Q'tl the lndtgnt ties Smposecl by the sou them 

wbtuenen, the N.egroes viewed E!(lu.cation as e. means to eseape 

the1r:.tnhuman\t:.v• 

· Manf' dburdh o~gan.teations t:lJ:ed to help the Negroes. · 

The philartt.bl'optsts ~· eontJ:ibUted aUb8tan.~t.a11y in J.mprov• 

ing the status Of \he Negzo~ BUt educ::ation. brought metty 



p~obl~s fot' ihe He,roes_. Manr people felt that the $UCcees 

o• fatl.u-te of the N~o in Edjust.ing b!tnsel£ depended -on the 
,. 

type of 'educ$.tf.ont be was exposE!d to. 

~e J:Gle -of Booker T,, Washington in .the btetcrry of 

Amettiean education ana of taee relati<m~J lnfaot, ts the most 

ei«l!llf!canfJ one~· '!'he years that Wasl'rln.gton spent at Hamp-

ton tnstt.tut.e 'J):ought. about transfoJtmat1Cil ol hi$ life and 

thought'- "these years at. Hampton })ave also been calletl as "the 

yeats u wbleh he was tom aoaJ.n• • ws~hington fount a fatbm: 

f!gure tn General samuel c~ Azmstrong, hie teacher: at 'the 

SCboo1; A:onstronq• s idea of eoeial pblloaopby becane tbe 

beacon that guided tttashingtcJn thl'oughout his 11 fe. wash1nt• 

ton became ~e most: elcqumt .expc;ment of the ideals he 

enunciated.' He en"hasteed on Ne9"o eehtmements by acQUl~· 
. . i 

1ng vocations ana stdlls, Wbiob wouJ4 tn the lonot:Y run be 

found useful. fot the wotld. 

Xn 1881,~ Washington went to Tuskegee. He dta not. 

find any of the. eQUlfl'l\ent to develop an etlucational inat1-

tution:•q He promutgatett a two-fold task to seaute the nece

ssary l'esou•eea by Whicb be could ccnduet the scb.ool. At.. 

the eame thne,· be felt en urgent need to c:onc411ate with 



- 30 .. 

tb• wb!te :eouth.· itt his taak. ·Washington reaet.ved fUll 

~J:atton of the students~~ They he~pe4 in eonstruettno 

th& bllldtng •. · 1'her prow~e4 end 4C:O'kea t:betr: own food.' 

Wash!ngton wanted to assur-e t'he soutbexn Whites that the 

atdcatton of the ttegl"oes would serve the inter·est of the 

$outh.· 

. . eoo~r 'I'·· washS.ngtcn saw th~ effects of .such a pto• 

gr:anrn•, ~. ~ta· ·advemtsge.. He be::e.me conv1nee6 that be eoul4 

provide s panacea to tbti deterloratincq ccmdltf..en,a .tn the 

south by E!J.evatf.ng tbe ·status of· the- Negro in the eeonomte 
. ~ . 

. sM~tei Me COftt$16etJ that the bast.~ of race aavancenent 

sbculd ~ economic and mo r:-&1 s-ather than polttioal. reo.. 

noml.e .,ros~tity an« eoono~c in4~ndenee was .Jegarded tla 

the vltal. nec~a of tbe hQUI'. This .u1d, tn turn, make the 

Negro ~ccapteble ln the Wht t;e society.' 

Th!! dttettlns .of "sl!!lf..,ihelp"' was e mixture of Ua:.U.-. 

tional Purt:tan gospel of w.u:]c ana anetson14n setf-zualtanee.13 

eoow T :- washington p-reaehed e~ clignlt.y of labo•.. an4 

enphtlsieect tbe. 1mpo~ce o.f solf-~reltance. washington 

aata that tlle Negro be,. •Mmaelf • not a se:oad ,. a th1td

rat~ Imitation of scm$0ne else~* 14 Pot the p:rob1ems of the 

13.. Samuel R •. Spencer~_ n. 11. P• 94.· 
14~t R;?1t!· 
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~- c~t:t-4- t. -.lv$1 ••tm. 1Jr the ftl!K!drnert•a Buteau ·Bf 
. ' ,. . '· '• 

W the ·f&tem :pernment. the Nepoes couM aot •••~e•k . . . ' . -

' '-. at.c1 eocl pro~Otl .of ~· non-•tre.· 

••• T. Weebki9t.on Ju.t.ttlec!f tl\e nee« toz a 

ptogr-. ol' ltt«wJt:rtal eaucat.lcn Uor the bla<$8 • eac1y 
. . . . . 

aet tsea.: , In a ~ before tlm~~~ Bill ta!~bft•.ct 
' . 

lalltm&El9Xi• ....... 

t Wuk \bat '"'_. 4S.et.tncc tdva.tegea may be 
.fd.~ for ~.· • edueaticn. rtrat .- t;toGer 
Wl$e ._aqem•t\ tt •* t-1\e stutteat tn ~rlno 
l'!l'ettta1 ttatntng, $1<!011dly, Jlt. teadhct him bw 
to ·•tn ·a 11-vtngf and. tbil'41y. t~ e~~- him 
. ..,... .... dt.oill;;.•ty of " .... "to,- 15 
¥ilC .. ·Vt."' . .. . "'~"',. 

MtttOu;th wa8h4.ntt.aa veey .-1tht1r accepted the feet 

that he vat tlot. t:be ftrrat t~e:reon to lay sureGs -0!1 ~aust•lel 

eaucf410ftt II!··---· bpo!.ean 8on8J$$ ~be CI'.Cllt of put;t

fllg mto PJ•iee tl'le idea of eembinttto mentet ami mt'tftUel 

tr:atnl.nfAY·'-' 

lS • Hat.1Q, et. &l.; t:.. 1- W• 191-92 • 

t&., atwad w. -r:actscn, •seotce~ T._ waal\tnttottt A e-tuclY. 
!n .· M\lcat!.o~al.·_ ~a&u_:: ~l', .. ~. lsvth .At;L§ntJe R!:l&l!;g:tz, 
XLI (Juty, 1942rt pp, 313•17,.. 
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dtvel"*'o a uv ••tr of ehr:tau.: Mw.a w.: tMdeca, 
tift M.-eaf' Wbo Me .._elftlf' Wllced Oft ... troa of 

ettue&U«ml. l_..;'bip .....,... _, we.el'dft9ton• lftdle ••Jeot. 

IJ~tr tlbte ••• ........ *' the 1._ Weat\lq\Otl tauth\ 
•• v.e ·••• ea· "- ·~l of vodc" or..-e~ br l'hcmu 

culrle~ rtbt' lenoa u .-QDJ .a "'•''' •• ,w .,_th 
bf ,_,..,. Pnrali'1Aa.1·' 'though "'• ,_. wu aot asw,· b\lt 

the ..,.,., ,., ......... ~ ,. - the ... ..... 

of w tJme. 

At the ••• Nn _,..._ waa o.tr tm:ee ,_.,.,. ow, 

Wublfttton Wt~ a .-ch &efore t'M .lltloJii& ~ 
AftJOO&etd.Cil tft Madt._J. a. rltoke· aot:hto.g e;ataet the s.-. 
tn hh; a!a.,_i t. 1ettl tbe ~· fc>J a policy ot eooPtra... 

~Soft to bt tui'WM ~ ate two ~~ He nM, •Mr 
~ent f4W the eltttrattcm ~ the Stto\llem MetfiO tn o.aet ~ 

be· ~sfltl;'* mnse b~i to a ettmill ••t. (;he e~. 

tlf'ft or tl\o Stftlitu!rtt wtd.t:w-~•'8 

~~ for the· tb'tlt t.._ oa ttae broad cuesttn of 

Civil ttltbi.ti1 Wdbtattm e,t.ulntl t'hat#,; *bnlmti oJiOPtltY.' 

1?'. alf· 
se. . Mal'la. •· a1., "·lt 1.,· P• llf,. 



and che•acter for the NegJo w111·sett1e the question of 

Cf:vtl Rights. The beat cout:se ·to pUrsue 1ft regarci to tbe 

Civil Rights B111 in the SQutb is to let S:t alcme."·19 

He !uJther said tn the t484!ecm Address thet tt waa 

in the son tb that the Negro can a ohieve eonsf.dex-able s0acnte8•1 

'*tt 'ld.11s twa Mras with one stone, .... secures the coopeJ:a

ttcn of the 'Whites, ·ana does tbe best poes!ble th1ttg fol' 

tbe black man•. 20 · !t .appears Iron bts speech that he was 

app~eltng to his Northern «Ut11enee to assiat the South, 

tn general/ and Negroes, 111 pal'tlculsr .. ~ Weahtn¢on sought 

to produce a moral man. in a .uoelet.y where all men wauld ba 

conaldfWed men. 

Jn all the at;JeeC'heai t.bat: washington a4d#essed,; •hte 

con4em fos b1s race seene u consistent es his attention 

to what he eoruddered p~~Y tssues• .21 

washl:ngton at•es~f)d the solidarity of interest bet

waan NeoEo and White man in a g$"adual,' evoJ:utionaJ:Y appt:O~cb. 

l A. "I 
gr~ 

21. 

A€tJ1.· pp:\ 2Go-1~' 

A Young, "The Educational Ph1loaopby of SGoker ·T. 
waaMngtont A Pet:apecelve fot Black .ttberatt.QtJ'*, 
£b!:19:a• Vot.· 31, Pall, 19'76~ no. 3, p,. 231'! 
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H$ \fas invitee! to apeak before a bl.ractal audience gathered 

for: the opening Of 1895, !f:l§nt& CQtton. sta!= 8!14 1!)t,e-.-;:~;-

9.§tiguft1 ExPOsttton, GGo&-gte •• 'Though thls addces$ wee not 
his fttst pU:blle spe«m· DUt tt made blm t:he Negro lead$r of 

'the bout.. Ke was the. !lrst N'egto INS'. to address eucb a 

large qtO\lp .of south~m White$• He reaeserted hie eonvic• . 

t.lon that tbe Neq.ro must help hf.tnself through eeontl'ft1c dev&oo 

lopnent- rath• than po1it1ce1 agitation.; As one wrtter pu~ 

tha n.ovelty of this e.ddl'ea~n "First, be i:alted ~lfieally 

about .sootal equality, f) matter he had not ment:.S.oned beibre. 

second,·, ·11e ·oonsc1cus1y att-enpted to aet. forth .ln lttte;tateB 

lttshton tllat the south, and the entire natt<m,· baa baeft 

seuchlng fbr a pJ:'actical pr~aame of Neg.:o - White rela
tionshlps'*.,aa 

J.oujs. R~.· Hal"lan enot"@• entnent w~iteJ: on 'this $Ub

jm:!t says th.at Sookel' '~'•' Waeh.tn<.:Jton had ·traced e.n analogy 

bet.wMn the con4f.tiona of Amer!ean Negroes with those of the 

A.fl"lean eolord.esJ· BQtb weJte politically disfranchf.sed,, 

soclally auboJ:Ciinated,: and ec<mcmleally aplo:ltsa; Bts 

coopettetion with white colonl.al authorities ana pmmoteu 
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in. Utica was in hamony with his· pubiio aQcepte.nce 9f most 

of the SOLtt:hem whtte ~aetal ptaot1ces and nt• pal'tne~sh.ip 

wttb Ametl,.ean White elite groups of both North an4 south. 23 

Washington was an fid\"(3Cat.e of Black nat.ionalia:ti~ 

Hato1c! t!t.Use;! Blaek $ectal Critic. en4 HtstotJ.an, 8J"gtte4 

t'hat: the Tuskegee prtncipal. was • ~~~.the Negro bottsqeoia 

tu:opbet. p~ exce1len¢e11 who •la14 th• basic: economic foun.c!a

~1<m aa4 motJ:v:at.icn for Ne9ro naticinaltsm in Ante tie a:• i 24 

fte questient of the improvement of the stat:u:s of 

the N'egto in Amer.tca ereatet!l mueh tftssensicn and debate :lit 

black CQtm\Untties.' %n the petiocl before l895i1 no lfegtz,o 

leade£ of aninenee evet floatat the idea of s-ul:tn1as1Cim to 
' 

\he will of the White tu11ng class.' 

"The aceQl1mo4at.10l'lfst. wtrtg of lfegro leadet:sh!~, wher:e 

te 4!D(lJted ptior to 1S95,l was qenerally :lmpotent and te4uced 

Lout•. R.' H'$tl$;:;! ~:SOQket T. Wuhiagton and. the Whf.te 
Man •s. Burden• ,' f:etiean .~1sto.:rical Renew;~ Vol. 11, 
no. *~ .Jan. 196., PP•· 441•6'7. 

f.·n. qtioted in :Manning Marable#~ •'the Pan African of 
Bo$ker .~. · Wo.shtngton s .. A Rea~prr.atsal•, · .C,laflig eoll@qe 
f~Xijj,. (P1S:<ae of Publication not mentioned), (May 
'978 , P• 1. 
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to e 8ba4owy existence" canmented the not.ed authot, Jack 

Ahraxnow1~. 25 a$ ·Qonten:cis that FredeJ:iek Dluglass• death 

tn: tesas eleared the way for leade!'ship ·of tbe Aoeommodat- · 

1on1st. 

WMhington •a leadershit:t can be beet analysed if tho 

t!t'fles tn Which be l!vea ale taken int-o C:onetoera'tton• The 

Blaeks end the Whltes weJ:te p1aguea ,with the gla~tlng pt:oblens 

oR en ltldustrialiaedt urbantaed, and disorganued soef.ety i 

Thtt . natton ·was 9Jr1pped ln the m1d 1S9o• s, by the boJ.loweEJs 

~d deaps!J: of tbe ~ttOm1o depression•{ The bUtd.nes¥J people, 

famets. and dm.~itutf) Black end White shar_:e c:r:oppe~s 

searched .a way out of this gloom.. 'L'hei:e wstte riot$, blood· 

shed, st~ttkett. pJ:op"&tty damage and bt.tt$1' rtaee conf1lct.e~1 

The worst t.o auffec were the BJ.Ele!ks-. Direct political egl• 

tat ion bad p.roved . to be paittful and costly for: tbe Blacks 

in the mldw1690• s• 26 They wanted · s. ttet doctt'J.ne,. a new 

movemen.t, or: ·a new leader to lead then out of ~e &Jp~eeaect 

ec!OftOmY.• 

2s. 3at,:k AbramGw1ter1 "''.t'he Qnerg:enee of aookel' '1'~ we.shingo
·ton, as a Natl~nal Neglt'o Lea4ert" sos&.al §!!ua!;io,.n1) 
~n (May.,, 1969 }, 'P. 445. · 

2·6. D.J •• Catist:a, ~Boeke~ T.· Waeb~n~Qi:<:llt Anotbe~ Look", 
JPUJ?'~ qf Nes£19 H1:st;Q£Y., Vol.· 49, no. 4, OCt. 1964, 
P• 24. • · · 



The time was )!!pe fot new black 1eaae~shlp. new' doe

t:ines and l'lGW "'solut!onstt. The nation was fn .neetJ of a 

rhetotic of QG.1\prom$.se and Black peopl~ w:ei'e in neecl o.f a 

1f!S4~ who ccultt gain the reepeot ana eat of the ;ovemmmt. 

The l•de~r ·needed to be vtttua11y all things to all people, 

his theto~lo . to be:. aucceee.!ut, eoula not be •tteme in sn.y 

Satlth~2' 

Ira. at.e mlds• of these condl tf.ons~~ SOOkel: 'T. W:ashf.ng. 

·ton was tnvtted to dellv~J: the famous Atlanta Spe~•· '!be 

pt:GstJ.ge tbat; White acclaim gave WaabJ.ngton, .togetbe# wlth 

hts slu:etKlness and hU t:t.reless eet'&city to or(flUltz.el made 

hlm the leetU.ng epokeemen. of the bJ.aeb 1n J\tnet 1ea• 

fol' Wubinotm •.a auecess.' <me of the moat important was the 

timt.ntJ.. t"he Atlaai:a s,eecb f.n the Pa1.1 ot 1995, cans at 

the ·pea- of tbe .N~· a ttft>Ub!ea. By the mitl•19to• a. the 

~l'oea wor'klno against the ~ suddenly came to t:he fo~e• 

depreesJ.<m r$9<!4 oa. he was deserted by tbe gove;nmentl 

lwlenc!!s · ataappea¥edi dtsfranc'td.sement picked up steam#• 
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lynchings xan t:ampant, snd tben F#eder:lek· Douglass cUe~.~ 

washington 9ave .a. new . hope to the Negroes at Atlanta. 

'The qut;tseio.tt that arieea is • HoW tU.4 Washington 

become_, prominent a NeQI'o leader on the oecasaion of tbe 

At1sn.ta spectcb •• The h1sto.rtaa,' 3ack Abr:anowtta/ auzveyed 

tbe N~c press for sapt.;' 1895 and founa no· mentlon of t'he 

spOee\1 -prior to its de11VeJ:y. 29 The blaeks J:espo'Qded to 

the speech in· anblvalence as cQ'Itp&l'ed to the response by 

t:l\e mtttes.' Thts was due to ~e fact tbat be prol)Ose4 to 

b~tet' the1~ Ctvtl <!114 Poltttcal Rights fot· inter:-raeial 

pea¢e ant$ f!I:.1:Gtuxui<; opportmnltlas.' Perhaps, Washington • tJ 

obacurity beeGI!e lB95 woe: over:etatec! by Abr$ltt01f!tz, b\lt one 

agl'ees With him that blacks ha4 no signS.Acant r:ole to play 

b mald.ttg Waahlngton a~;')establ!shed Blaek leadel' •' It is 
"v 

Pf)satble that waabington • s racial c•p~ise of lSOSi as 

August. Mete noted, • .\ .~ aq,rerJSed Negto acccmmodatton to 

the EDdlel concU.tton implicit in the earllEU: CQ!lp:caniee 

of 18'7?.29 -

a a.~ 
29~ 

Jack Abranowtts~:' n.l as,~ p.* 447. 

AUgust Meier, tfegro !J;)guQ.'b:; ln lmf11'Wi1 1Q.SQ::12llt 
lAS:&~ !4tiQl99Q§. io-lbll. Ag& gfu Et22ker .1' 1 . !tU1lJ1ng
J:2n., Univ. ,of Mlchtgan, tii3J, p.as. 



·wa8binqtcm.'s a~acy to Black$ was to stop seeld,ng 

sootal ana polltleal equa,ll t.y ~· He. instead, emPha.siGed 

on tbetr attairunE.'\t of economic :J:$spectab.1.1lty. ._Whites we•e 

utged to lessen their antagoni.sm tewara Blacks tf t!ley expe. 

eted to get .rtcft'l.. fot' 1t alula not be done without Black 
........ 'S ... '~ ht'1<~ :~30 
P~P~ s ~;J.P• ••'•·· 

· A tl$P~essnta.ttve of the ~l YQfJs jwo.r:)4/ wrQte," ab:)tit. 

~ T. washtn~on tbat. he •.,. must 1tattk fJra::! this Ume 

fOi'th ·as the fo~enoa~ man of· his r;see tn Amattl~" •91 -'the 

same yeu Hon. ·Clark Howell,, FiU.to~ of the £S£U'ft.!to1;tgn 

wJ:ota to the Ed! to• of the Wollch 

ffte was, aD epocb.tn~ld.ng tatk,r ana ma~u atstlnctly 

. a turning point in tbe progress . of the N~gro J:a<:!e, 

$06 !t.s effE!Ot$ \f~l'tl !tomedtate in brtng1n.g about a 

pe;f~t und@l:'stendln<J between the wnltea · and blacks 

. of the south~ The addl'ess was a Z'evelat.ton.· It was 
' the fltst time that. e Nepo orato• had .eppeered on· 

~. :,dmilar oceassion before a ~uthem auatenoe.u32 

i0.-1 t4- Qlmmings, ''Hlstorlcal Setting fo1' BOolcee T • Wash• 
!ngt.on and the Rh&torJ.c of Ccmpromise,- 1B9Sfi t i!,"tqmftl 
of lll.aek St-drU.et~~ Vol.-. a, no,. 1.,. (Sept. 191?J,. p ... n. 

31. Hi:ttlan,- et. al .. n.- 1~ p. ?a. 
32.1 112&41 P•' 7~.· 



'Rasbtngt:on believed tha.t edueat.ional qua1!fieat:1on 

were vety essential to achieve the political rtghts of the 

Blacks. tn e le:ttler to John Elbert M~nnell., Washington 

wrote, •tt will tend to lessen the polltku:d. antmosl ~Y _bet

ween the black and ·White races since· the 1t:tading whit~ now 

claim that. the Negl'O is thwarled" "' 3 His goal was th1a, 

a acrnplete and unqualified !ntegJ:ation of ~he_ ;_~Slack tnto 

Amett.cen aoo:iety. He could realize that the Black oriuld 

t10 little a.t. that tiule tQ_ blQcl< tlle cur:rent of di$.n:im1na• 

t.ioni and b.mce empbaelstec! ·on the pxacl;l.cal end the feasible 

aspects of those times. He based his hope for the elimina

tion of- diser!minat.!on. He·_ flJ:mly believed that s\Xtcessful 

COTapetltlon with ·tlbiteo ·111 tbeeconomic ~ealtn W'Oulc! talse the 

Sleek.in th& estimation of the White m$n and thezoeby break 

down · t'hett lono hettt ptejuatces. 
. ' 

WashingtOn always wanted assitnilatl.on of hts race 

in: to the White America, bUt not at the eost of equality. 

Thts ie very c:leatl.y ehown in hlt~ letter to the EditoJ" c£ 

!ibB ttmtmmsz MY!as • 

•:tt the trdlr:oat! offietalG do not want to 
let u.s er~ter the fJ.s;st-.cla.se c~ Odcupled 
by Wht.te passenoer.d, let then give us a 

33. ~, (Lettet to John Elbert McConnell, Dee, 111· 
1865), 'Pi!. 284. 
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!separate erie :just 9S cJOO<t· f.n every • patti• 
· dlll-eu!' and . j~st as exelutt!Vf!;' and t:htn:e 
wlll be UQ complaint .• · We have no desire 

,- ', ''!\A - . ' . .. . . , ... - . . . .. 
to mtx.~... . . ' ' . 

' ' ~ 

speektng CIS- ear1:r aa ·1884, washington WaS empba~t-

·ztng. on· tbePJ:oeu•emE!at of. the civil tights.· He eaia,l 

'"Brains; property,~ antS c~l'a.ctei for' the llegto Will. settie 

th~ qUestion Qf ctv.U rights. The ~st. cou:rse to putette in 

t·l1Q&t4 to the ctvll t!ohts bill in t}le South is to let it 

~one,_ and .tt -wt.-11 $ettle ltsel£.•3.5 

Washtn;ton-always t:.~:ieti to suggest that· it was· the 

~~~ of the tovetiwent to uplift: th~ Negro from ignorance 

ana~ to make 'him a tull ei tizen of ·the un itea States.1 He 

futthe¥ .tematkech •This I' t take,· to be the white nu:m·• s 

burden jut!Jt now ... no; no~ ··not h-is mtden~5 but his prtvilege, 

b.ler oppot>i;unity, to give ttne bl!Zlck man l'ight; to give hl.m . . ' - . . . . . . . . . . 

strength,~ aJ.ll ot ft.antt,· it¢ttness of mind, anc1 honesty 

,cf bEiart.•36 

:iS. 

36. ,Ibid.~ 
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Retter:auno en hls enphasis on equal oppozotunttles, 

washinoten late satch. 

Rotbtng that I have. seta ts llfJant to tndl .... 
cate tl\at we should GUJtrender .any rightt:J 
that. ue guaranteed to us by any of the 
state end. fede~:al laws. we should do our 
utmost in tNSy part of the countty to 
p!'Ove to the WbJI:ld that we are fftot:~by of 
the sane proteet!on of the lew that is 
guarenteed to any other ·class of 
c1t.tsens. 36 · 

l!tboker: 'l', . Wa8bington bf!Ct:mE! increasingly tnvolved 

in the problena of the. national Black eomnunlty beilwem 

the rears 1895 ana 1899. This was a time of S.noJ:easel! 

racial se;reoatt.on. The Plesay vs, fer:gusscn dec181on 

e~tab1l.$bed the • sepal' ate but equa.t• dodt.r:1ne not only in 

tlanttpOrat!On but ·tn public accc:xnmodations ana e4uea-

tiott. 37 Washlnqton reacted stJ!.'ongly tb th1e dl!e!sien and 

sev'eta1 yeare latel', in resPOnse to the t: .f. sing tide of dis

erimlftatlon,' be dellv-e•e<S tbe con trovets!al Peace lJ'ubJ.lee 

36. . washington. th 35, 'P• as• 
37, Fox de~ails about tha· Act,. see John nope Franklin, 

rmn .~lfll•pt ey UG.tdoma a mama gg t!§ar;o Amed• 
G!.\ll•·· New !loJ:k , 1956, p .• 343. · 
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Speech. He calle4 upon the SCJUtb to bUry raata1 and sect

ional -prej wltc:e in the trendhes of S8l'i zuan Hi 11, Where 

black and Whitet northerner attd soutbetn:er, had uttt.ted 1n 

a f!ght. for: f~ee&:.m. 

Disf~tenehtaanent was aecompanied bJ tbe adoptiol\ o! 

mote end more st.rinqant J!.m crow laws. There was a prolt""' 

fetation of state and local segt~atton laws, ranging from 

#estden.ttal scmtng ordinances aa4 sepcu:ate coach laws to 
I 

c:n:4.t.n.mces Which ptobiblted W'bi.te and Negto le:tcur:ets 

ftom ti'O:ttdno in the same toom of a factory~ Lynchings of 
. 

Negroes tn the Untted States t:iached e peak in the period 

between 1890 enc1 19.10 .. , The Race r:iots occulted in seve~:al 

soui!hetn cities tn the wake of diaftanebisenent campaigns. 

washington fought the W1fa1mess o£ the J1m crow 

rstla:oac!, b>th, openly and secretly. Publ1clr, he protested 

only against unequal fac11tt:1es !:'ather than separation 

1 teelf. Behind the scenes,. Washington was mc~e miU tent. 38 

P()J: deta!.l&d QC(!OUftt! Of Washington t S 8e<:l'et SCt1V1• 
ties GeE!i t.ouls R, ·Harlan# .,The seeret Life of 
Booke:r '!'·,. WaShington, tn .zournAl aC Sgutbep, .• W1D•· 

. ~ry, 37., 3 (Aug.!!! 1911) * pp. 393·416. 



Wathington • s ~$-ts never changeejl. Speaking about 
' ' 

: (' ' ,4 • : J ' • 

the crut:lal issue of black advancuament''~- Waehtnoton said 
' - ' ·, • ~ ' • . ..;, ' ' . ' •'. : '. : .,. , , , ' . , ' ~ • :· ' ; , ~ ' I • ' 

th(lt;:~ -let' the Negro ft~- himself to· be ·.one·of t;be nn.t.ts 
. . . . ' . . . 

' ' ' 

that make up·· the con$etvatt ve body of the gove~nment then 

all bts .legal·. and f41tt$.caJ, right would be: aoqo~ed ~tm. 39 
. ' : . . . . ' . . . ' . . 



.. .,_J,( r. rmr. _w. .. ·· •. u ,. 1 - :r 111 

qftrJ . i'i ;TJn n_ , 11 17.':11 1 5'.. bqu~ 1 
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Wasblngton hGla tbt! sweep of ete Black. Movenent dur

lno tho lattet l)$rt· of tbe n.ineteanth eenttar. · His role was 

not meagre . .' aut se it bappene in all movements, a ftew' at~t: 

was to G!teru• dft the fttmsnettt_~~ His tole was gOing to be • 

aggre.stv~ artd fostbttght ln wilding t'he Slack Mov~G!\t. 

He· woul« loom 1aroe on the American eeene for mafty i•ats 

to came .• · This was w .• E.s.~ Du Bois .• .. . . 

Wllltc:am Mwar4 Bt.U;gtua~dt Du BC>I.s was born ~ 2Sr4 

Pebtuezy, lSGS. Du./)Boia, in summiag up his variat ~acia1 

backqroua4, sat4 ·he was bOX"ft •wt th a flooa of Negr'q blood, 

~ strein ol F.tent'Jh, a bt t of J)Uteb, but thank ·Go4 4 M 

•mgl...,..saxm• .• -1 Hlghllgh\lnq ,_be siQrtificance o£ ~e y~'l 
he was bottl, nu:eota tn h1e autobtoqraphf satdt *' •• ~-- ~)1 
b1r:th placa was less important tban my M~tth .... t-:t.me.- The 

Clvll wu bad eJ..oaed but three years ea~lt.~ an4 1968 was 

t:tte yea.: in Wbieh tha freecJmenO of the South wertt t;mf•an ... 
'•' 
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dhlaetl ana fow the first time as a mase too'k part Sn govem• 

ment ... a 

Youllg tlubols was very close to bis mother. ile w n.tes, 

• She was tathe~ silent: blt veJ:y determined and vety -patient. 

My fatb~r~{ a lit;Jbt mulattol d!ed ln my infancy •• 1: do not 

ran•bel' htm.•3 Hls mother .s=eased the vb:tues of 411f.· 

,gentle, optlmlsm, and tellgion.· DuBois dld not have eny 

.financial cU.fficult1es.' •:r: ha4 a pleasant. ohildbdod.- 1 ean 

tenenbes no poverty,· eltheugh my fanlly was certatnJ.y 

poor".4 

ousota had a foxmidable and lifelortg OJ:aep of the 

N1ea o£ Pturit:ert · ethies~' '"1!ho aeelst.ve fect.or in sbap1DO 

DuBois • pbUoilOpby was t'he seriousness and eombattveness of 

tbe Calvitd.sm in wbieb be was tutorea•,., 5 

~ '. ·~ . .. 
DuBois, pals Of DftWI -An ~aety 1QHar4 ADfA~tQ:t!tl
grarlb'X. a . , a Race cmcgp!: New Yot'k, 19BS , p.· e ,. 

Q&sJ;· PP• 11•12. 

Ph.i)j.P s.: Foner.,' i;E,Bt .PYDW .spuJs•t ~f'SllU ~Pad 
Mtibbllc. J.S.9q.-12l,2, N'ew York, 1972 , ,,. 22. 
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Wh~tt be was gro'id.n; as ·a young man, be .showed l\Ls 

ke(Hl lnt~est in politics~· Ha rea of the contest c£ the 

oenoc:t@td.c and R~ubltoan pestles in tb$ newspaper: columns. 
He wrot~, a$. ao net l'menbet: hea#h\g anything salt! e.'bout 

tbe Jf.ftemth ~wen'dritet~t: ""'1ch became lew in 1870t lilt · ·tbera 
I 

weJJe a ,. aew ecto~:aa people, •cont¥abantts', WhO. _,ane to 
,.._'"_ .. 6 
~~····· 

· Gtadualiy, be l'eall•ed ~~et ~ people tn .town 

eonsidt!Jed hl.s brown ekl.n. a .. tnlsiort.une• •· He beQartu: ve£1 

s·enelttve to the #'eacticna o.f otben.' ru, a h1Qb aohooi 
etudent, DuBois though.t that bard study would grant ~ 

immunity to· 'the ~acial df.s&Mlitle•.h' Xt seemed to him that 
• 

eamest ~tfoxt ln au he at.teaptect was the only way •to 

·ec:Pa1 WbitE'.ft' .. ' 

Hts first ~eal experd.enee of '* feaJJ.ng unwanted 

ecn$•, wrote Dubots. "when. 'hts c:1assmetes dee:ldect to exoba. 
. I , 

nge ~tsltlng: <lai'c!s. The ·f»tcbange ·was meJtry, till me · · 

t;JltlJ''.~· te!u$~ tt. p~eei'liptor11y, wttb a olancett •8 He ~"' 
. l 

a.· Pmtec, n.' ., \'•' 2!. 
) 

?.' DuBois,· .tt·My EvO-lving Prooremme tor NegJ:c F:tef;!dcm"'. 
tn: Rsyfotc! :Logan, !Jbet,t}la Rtqro WAA\1 (Chapel Hill, 
1944). l'• 34. .. . . 

e.. DuBOis, .D,e Sqql.s Of Blac;k Pol)J. (New YoJ:k# 1903)', 
P• 2.. . 
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a br1gbt !)oy tn school and too'k special delight ln surpa

ssing his white fellows. 

Jt is tJeue that this $atna ·of isolation h'om the . 

Whites 1ft ~eat Barrington, a.rQlsad a ·keen concern !n 

J)UB01$ to~ the aw~loprtent ·O~ bts race.j He draw inspira

tion ~- anti-slavery becoe•·· H$ eald in 18S!St .. Whfln I 

was gradusted from the high sebool we all bad speeehes and . . 

mine was on Wtntlell. Pht11J.ps• .• 9 He ho'Ped to attent Hanard. 

College, wt be baa to tempOI'al'ily gtve up his .areem elnce 
be bad ao funds.; 

A gtft.e<! student.,~ Dullof.s eamed a scholarrship £rem 

wh1 te neighbouta and J.n 1865 enterett ~ennessee •:s Fisk Unt.

ve#sttr .... an tnstitut.e for the education of f.:eedmen.' He 

was ettcited about the dlanoe to go into itle south and espe

cially baviftv an. oppor:tunity of meeting N'egJ:Oe• of hta OWft 

age anti educetlonal baekg~und:: Enro~llrtg at flsl¢ Untvetsity 

tn the fell of J,.ses~ DuSO.ls enbrao- tbe people. of h!.s own 

co!OJ.',· "Who lt seemed veJ:e bmlnd to bE! my new ant! ·exc1t1no 

and etemal i11es_., .l0 He t:ecallSJ •tnto th.1s 'W~rld 1 leapt . 

9. Foner, n. 4, · p •. 26. 

10. DuBois; .rh 2, 'P• 24. 
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with. eft:tbusiasm.' A n~w loyalty ana allegienee r~placed my 

AU~e,icth-tism• hen.eefo~ard .3; was a Negtp• .11 He -gan ·to 

oone~nttatf;! .on a 'taet~(imte:redl ps:o;ramme designed .tQ 4m;')rove 

N'egl;'o living conditions~' Du~ois • .tactal prtde ·SWelled as 

his elt!lf!smates recalled the. institution of. slavery and. he . . 

t'fitnessed ft ret. ~nd the Reconstruction era's ltng~lhg 

tac1al opl)teaston.1 HoW the existing racial eontH.ttons affe-
-
cted bim 's ·rteflec:ted 1n b!s autobtography. 

:Lyn<!hittg was a· continutng and recut rent ho:r:ror during 
ay college d ay, fran 1885 th:rottgb 1B94l ·seventeen 
huttd.t$d Weg1:0~ were Lynched tn Ametiaa~1 ·Bach 4eatb 
was a acat upon my $0Ul';'* and lecll me ·on to eCJnee1ve 
:tbe plight of ether minority qJoups}, ;·.12 

Sducai:ed B1ac'ks't"2 DUBois believed, were e~l.igatf;ld to 

ena the ignorane$ ana suppression of the Blaqk Jjlasses.· He 

vowd to bec:tene the leader: of 1:his •Talented Tent:h• •" 

He eamed bts A•'a.~ Degtee .at Flsk in 1888 .i At fisk 

he bepn writing anc!l also did a bit of publio spaald.nq ~t 

fte $d1ted a new"$ magazine called the ~!mk Fletald:t it.e be

carne an impassioned Qr:ator and ~eve1oped abelligei:en.t 

~ttitude. tCM~ds .tbe Color 1ine.1 

·-
DU:Sois/ 1:h$ Autobi~ta~y of DUBois ed:/ by H .• • 
Aptbelear., (lnte:maCon PUblishers eo., ·t.tc! ... 196SL 
p.· '108e' . . ' .. 

DuBoi.$~1 n.' 1~· p.1 29. 
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He enrolle() himself fo~r further etuMes at. HU)ic6 

C:olleQe. Hece, he studied unaar some o! the most iftap:t.t .. 

tno teaehetat W111S.an -1eme$ tn Psychology, SantQ,ysna in 

PbUosophy ,- .·attd Albe'rt. 'Bushnell Hart in History. 

At Hanera, he ~ned e second A. a. d.~ee ill 18'90 

and a Master's degree tn 1891. Following two yea:r:s of fur• 

ther: graduate wol!k in b.tstor:y, DuBois e})ent three semeetel'a 

· at tmo un:l.verst~y of Betlln in Oe$nany. 

In 1994 he retone4 to Hsnatd end the fo.110A1r'lg 

year eunea the f11'st Huvata ctoctor:ate t!!tet: aw:eJ"aed t» a 

Black. Hereafter, Ik~Bols set blmself to inte11$Ct.ua1 

acttvlt1ea. As an eaucato~ &nd a :r~seereber, be t:Q~ie4 

out a sclentfi.o.:aoctoloqieal. investigatton of bis people and 

tbe sooi-\y in Ott'leJ"at,.~ He condueted doo••todoot tnqu1d.es 

on fanlly statua,' morality, oeeupatkm and ~Qtigion.. Ke 

qetheS"ed sane of the fac~s that he hoped would ~ttb4tt• ttte 

ex!sttno ttaciat stereo tt.ype ideas. In an attempt to enli· 

ghten: et~ated whl.tes, DuBois pub1iabed sevt!tral artlclea 1ft 

meg-nzines ltke ~D.&!&, 90l&let•a and AtlanMe MQDi;bl~ wtd.eh 

ve~e being published in tbe tlnltet! states ana were: popu• 

lar, bctb In SGUtb as well es N~th •. 
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Uni tl the ;end of the, nineteenth eEnt.ury, be believed 

tbat oclentlflc fact. end education wuld 'brtrto al»'Ut a new 

era of tac~~ ~•.:standing. He, bowwer ,~ wu 111 Pir~ec! 

to~ t.he beightenec! racte of the ear:ly twentieth cmtu~ry.· 

DuBois c::onc::l.ud.ed that aoct&l ebang~ eQlld be eceompl:isbec! 

only through Blatrk e.at.te.ts.o:n. a.nd the. dl~:E!4t. at;t!.on of 
. . . ~ p!totest.s. 

Towards the encl of .. the nineteenth and il'l the · ~1!/ 

yeus of the twentieth century, w. B.a. DuBOis ertunc!a~ 

. most of bts ideas that t!f.s'ttngutsbed hl$ apf#o&eh flt'om t.b.ttt 

of others tn th~ yes:rs that followt!d. The tfiost .t.mpenant 

coneept. in bta ldeolegy was the "two-ness• of Afto-~.mes;lcan 

life.' H-e sought t.b$ aebteventmt of fi~at-cless et.ttzen-. 

ahtp and the COll$eJ:Vation of ~:ectal tdent1 ty ana tnteaJttty. 

aa-stdes, be called for racial prt4e. All Black ~ups 

ehould evolw concerted_ action. The *~Talented Tentb" must 

serve tbe CQnmunltyAI' . 'the $gltatlons and ptopagand:a t«> 

gain peltttcal, eeonC~n!c End social equaU ty, wel'e ext.l'Emel;y 

necessaty. The Pan .... A£xtc antan and socialism becane tbe 

K6y words of his pr:ogrsnm~ .. 

DuBola • tmpel'iencea s~:lmulated h:ta de8i1re w kft01t 

mo~e about the cd~r:cumetances that eonilemne6 b1s p$ple to a 
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11fe of tt1avery an.4 an existence: that wa.s soarcel y atove 

d«ri:!acta~ton,. · He wantea to know all abOut hie ancestor$ tn 
oreiew to uncterstancl the inception of tbe iruJtttut!On of . ; ' 

slevsy.' .DuBtd,.s wanted • ~·· to make a solentt£1«: cionqu4!St 

of the en.vs~omnent, whte'h wou14 rende~ tho @maRcf.pat1on. of 

tlte ~Tegro :tnce eastet: and ~loker ... 13 

All c>f bls ..-rttlngs 6eal Cli:rect1y or 1ndt~ectly 

with the racial problen. tn hts lat&J: years, be ~ame 

coneE«n.e! witb wor14 p!!ace. He t.tlad to p'tovltl~ • htteo

lleetual basts for tbe Negro• s ptoteat.. In tbf.s -f¢Ut\',1 

be not ·only tnf.luenced and inaplr:ed tbouaau4s of NegJ:osa,· 

. bUt also many White l!mericans. He was the most arUeulate 
' . . . '. . . 

spokeanan fot the 'kina of eaueation that sl\oul4 be 1m~JS.Re4 

to the Negco 1\merieans. Educatecl Blacks, ~Soi~r 'b,elievea, 

t:e~e obllqatea to - the ignorance. and eupp~tassion of the 

alack m~saee. He vowed to become the leader oi! ~is "Talen .. 

ta1 Tmth" i Aft:c the completion of his eaucat.ton; DuBOis 
• - . ' I 

adopt~a a dual c-ole t that of an educato:r and a raet:n:cber ;~ 

~· a socto1oq1$t., ~e comtueted dooJ'•to-&>or lnqurles . on 

fantly.: To earry hi$ message to ttl.~ ,eduCated wb.S. tes,· 

. ouaots pttblisbed several articles lrl leading magasUaes.~ 

Tlll the end of the nineteenth cent.ur:v11 DuBois bei.levet! 
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·that IJC!(!ft tiftc Ifact ana ·education wouW bting about .a Mw 

_.a· of. ~acial un4ex:stendino~ Dusr1nq late. lBSC's. and .rly 
1S90*s, DuSo1e ·was, J»tb,· hal'sh at1 well as aoru:::S.1Sato¥Y•* 

• ! 

He t rtea t.~ ~stu:e tb"EJ sout~em Whites that Uley could 

depend on· the &ttfadsbip of Negtoes~·. That the Whites ehou16 

~ant t:he:n cttbenshlp rights anli ad~ate «tueat!ottal 

feetllt1l!a~14 Like Books T. washtngtcn, Du9ole else be. 
. 

lieved that He(IJ'oes· ml18t. .Uess dutt.ee as· well as d .. Qht:s ata4 
} ~ ·• 

wo.~:k fo~ thet.. own advancenent. He wrote of Jobtt ll:row,. 

"He bell~$! tn the a11i.Ues ana wor·tb. of tbe aouJ.s of 

etack fo1k"... fh.us he was a pionee~ 1ft the flgb' fof human 

equality end in the uplift .of. the maases of men" .15 

' 
D!B<4s'e condllatory approacb bote similarity to 

wasbinqtm. · who laid enpbas1s moJ:e en ~uea.t!on beforQ tbe 

Megro could be glven the :c.igbt.. to "VOte. It 1s ver~ clear 

When bt! says ·tn Dar'kWater,. • .; •• : 6n other "VOrtds•' edUeation 

' 
' 

t~:cl te the cause of popul.e~: ,eaucaUon• ~ He. furth~ em1;tla-

15. 
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stmee th~ lmpoltmee of acetal equality by aay!ng:,· •Not. 

v!tlultandlng· thttf,.' lf .Ame:r:lca ts evez to beeane a ~ov~ 

ment. bUllt on the broattest. justice to eve-~y e1 ttaen, thm 

t!'lt!'IY cttt.s·on mustJ be enfrauebised*~16 At the same ttme. 

he saysj· ,.We must seek not to make men C<U'pente:rs blt to 

make Qatpentel:s meni" •·1' DuBois paid du9 ecnpbaa1~ to tbe 

proeut$ltent of P'1ttlcal tights without wblch be :ooneide:ted 

any k!nd of ecottornf.c oppcu:tunlt:.y tmposalb1e.· 

tt. was d'urtng this time# that nuBols 1al.d hts 

mantmnm irrrport.ence upon self-help and racial aoli,darity. 

He trted to combtne econel'ntc eavancenent with hls e4uca-

1d.ona1 pmgranrne fct> 'tbe ·'falent.a Tenth't 

ttt hts S~haust!ve study/ lhtRhll~.dm!A ,tlms~ 

DuBois t!rifltt to study the N~es ~ a soeial trrntan.· 

L?>fbe ·~o p~:oble called £or systematic 
investigation and tntel11genee.' ·The worlc! 
waa tb:f.n'td:n~ wsoong about: :races beCause it 

16. w.E,.B. OuBots, P• 139 & 14'7~' 

17. Ibid. p; 210. 
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.did· ·proeess· enough ·knowledge about thEm.1 
· . ,. 

. . · . : n.e .ul.t"'at·e ,evil . was L9fio~anee ~n~ its . 
c;;hilct~·~ *'up141ty. lflle cuxe fot it was 

' ttnc;Wi$19e based. bit. atuc.'ty. ts ' . . . 
. . . 

. . . . . . . 

11lc:t study of 'the Philadelphia N$gro .,. : • • $hOttecl t~e 
' ' 1 .· . • . :_·, • . ' . 't.' ' 

Negro gtQup as a .syrnptcm and not a causet ars: a 
striving~~ palpitating human group and not an ~ 
.lnett, iiek btM!ly of e~r:lrrtet .t~ t:%acM, artalY8@4,,f 
'"""ih""'.......... ......... ....~~-t· ... ..11 19 . 
w f;il;;li~~ -Ql"" CY'il&~. ··~-· 

Slowly.,~ he began 1:o I' eallze that mexe facts#~ &$ 

va1j.d .as ·they mtgb~ be WQU14 not -ptovtde the •olut~oni He 
' 

tecal1ed in h..ts autobi<»g.r~hy, · that be hact to take into 

a~ount .two considerations.\ 

J'!r:st~4 •One could net be a calm/ eobl,"' and . 
• r • ' 

detaahed. atJlent.tst While Negroes were 
1ynehf!4#'i JIUt4ex*t, and $tta.wa, ana $$CO:Qdly,1 

'there \faa no S\1¢h 4ef1rd.te df!Siand fct ~lentl'l'" 

flo wotk .,f the sort. that X wae d.otng a$ X 
hat! aQnfideatly assumed w-ould ·be· easi1y 
¥::. ' ' ... "" 1' . . 20 ~or .. lcom ag~ ·.·· . . . . . 

He t.nsitt-ea that. t$1afJ~ohiaclitiOent · retatdet!' the 

eec:manic cievel.Qpment oj ttu.~ Reg"to bf:CSU$(! tbe vot~less 



coultl not protect their propert;y r!Qllt~;. DuBoi~ was 
unequivocal ·tn. · bts $tand C>tl ·segregation. · He vfihen~t.ty 

denounced thE;! separate-otut-equel doettinet "Sepa:t"ate 

sehoole for whttes end ble.e'ks, end 11EfPat'&te oa.r:s tor 

-whltes and bl.~ekS m:~ not eqtHilu_.21 He ertttciset!, the 

South's demand t,o renain EV~bordlnated and bel!vee tbat .rac

ial plrobl$ eould not. be SJ1ved t.111 segr~~tton Msteti• 

He came to the concluaiort that sconomlo &t~crtmtna

tlon vas in lacqe \'art the eauee of tlu} J:aoe px.-o111m. ar-. 

Bois vetry au:ly in hie cat:eet',. rf!'lealed 'fttet ~ante otga

nlsation .at\4 C®J)$Z"ation t¥nOng t'i~ee. w-as ese$lttel to 

achieve control of th£\it otm ot:mnunJ.tlea. He. wanted l'd.t~~ 

Mace to :tise aboVe tbe stereotype concepts anci tbat tha 

black labOJe• should have a tight to vote4 lie ~d up 
. . . . (-:"---' ' . . . : 

thQ way the future of h1s br~an~ gould be tmpJ"OYed:t 

•li •.• half the Negro b'r!edw1nners of the nation ere pas:tially 

$Ulmet:qett by bad eco.nomlc at~ysten. an unjust. aam·sat~Jtration 

o£ the laws~{ and. enfos-ced ignoran.ee. 'l'h.e1# futiu¥e d~& 

on ccnmon schools, justf.ce, an.B the x:'igbt. to vo~e., •. 22 

~u.. C\toteti in August Me:t•,' 1:1;. 14., p.1 201•1 

22; $bfJJ:p s. S'one~,.· t'h 4, "The Eeonante .Nture of the 
Neg~o~, J.906 (Session of tl\e American lcoJHmtc 
Ass~iat!on) t P·•' 169 .. 
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Till l'eoent. yea¥s,· it vas a corranonly aocep\e4 fact 

that BQ()keJ' T. Wsshtng.ton and w .E. al: nuaot.s wre at logger• 

beads with eacb otber ~~ There is no",J1 doubt t.bat they be.d 

dlefel'ences o.f oplnton ant! tbey had put SCI'OSS tbei,r ldet>• 

1otlea1 std.mtsbE!S occasionally. In evaltJaUng tbese two 

B1ac1c leaders in e hlstoJ:ical sense,- t .. t is necessary to have 

• objf!Cti.ve aesesstUent of their pbUoaophies~~. The reseuch 
' 

.conducted into the life and t.ltoes of these leaders suggeata 

that i:lttd.r .t.aeu were not basically contrat!ie~o..-y. They 

were •athe.: oxnp1ementlid'y to each o~e~: • s apploaehes: 

.nusou himself tnote • 

lt was no eont•OV"eray of my seeld.ta:g t 
quite the coni:tery.:' 1 wqa, tn. my imagi
na'tl.on',-,~ a ecientlat and neither a 
leadel" nor an a~te.tort %had nothing 
but the 9~eatest admiration for Ml'. w~ 
... 1' _...... \.. 21 Sb ngton ~"" TusAe;ee •.••• 

At the time when Sooke~ T~· Washington dell••e4 

his Atlanta Addr:ess .itt 1995, many eolor~ papers condenaea 

the pxopoeitlon ct compromise wttb the soutben Whttatlen• 

nuscta, tttote to the PE .1o£k_ Agg that the Southe-m Slacks 

23 .• 1 Phi1J:p s. Foru~r, n.· 4,. p.· 41. 
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could eooperate w11th the Whtte south t.f the J.ettet opened 

the dool's: of economic oppo:runity to thm-. 2~ The Whitea,1 

et this time t~e;~ pl:O$$lng fot dtefl'anchi.tiE\IDe!tt . ana ee;l'e

gation 1aws~1 ,They agreed wt.tl\ waehtng~•s .speech since tt 

suttaa thetc tftvest:ments.~ "r.he Atlanta _B;tposit.ion c&l'l'le at. 

a· time When tb.e contact between the E~e$ wu sut.et.ly on 

sn enployer~enployee telationmip.' The Blacke. aupported: 

bl.a ·speech since they l'loped ,fo# economic betterment ettd 

Whitas suppor:tea the t4ea,· .for .it would b~tng their auppon 

ln tbe social ott! pol!t-ical spbe:rea. 

1'he dtf£e•enees betwe4!D these two leaders l'elate.a· t.c 

the •espective backgtound t;hat:. they 'bOth had alld tbe cha-. 

cecte~ tba~ each of thEJ8e men posseaaect•~ OuBola was bot:n 

in New &lglanel, Ertd mterea a wol'ld of! abolished slavexy.· 

Sn his chi14hood; be was bl'ougbt up· l.n ·the eompeny of 

Whttee~i tt was only at the ave _ofl twentY'•s1x;4 after Me 

•eturn &om Su~ope tc· .1\nlecloa, that be expexJ.enced h<d.~ 

tened J:ecial. tenstonf)~~ LynQhtngs of Blacks was at S. t:r;f 

·peak: Washington • s eEt'~ly life wae very mudb unlike t:bat. 

of DttSOie: 
(~ 

~-~------------~----
. _DUBois; Autoblogre:ctty, n .. 11, p.' 209 and wesley c. 
Pugh, "The Infl~t.ed COntJ:oVet'ey•; DuBois vs,.- Wa$btng;. 
t.on•, De CX:itds, Apl'l.l, 1974, vol. 18, no. 4. 
p.· 132. 
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DuBois bad ttvea tb~ years wlth Washington and the 
' . ·, ' 

Tuakegee tbeo.y of education.: . Xt has been csnnottlf believed 

that waanln;t.on• a e.uteblog:raphy matte. btm aee the• deeper 
,, • . ' I· ' 

oultutal mf!attings of the Tuskegee message.' · a:e openly ctri-
. .. I 

ticA.e~ the author 1ft bls uu,lv 1901 zeev1ew of UP bgg.S&s• 

Xl'\2•1 ~saw the me~ wealmess of Washington's leadership 

to be bia opposition ·to liberal eulture~' Kt.s §quls ~of. !&siS 
.. . 

F;olJ$,! eont~ed aeveral •ea~!nqly e:ritica1 es~ays Of$ 
. . ' 

Weehtn.gton,. He accused. him of p.reacblng a, ... ~ .·UQsPel of 

..,_,lc $n4 money to such an extmt as e.ppu:ently ~J.rnost. canp

.let.ely to wetshatJc>v the btgbtW aima of ltfe" 11!
25 klBois 

saJ.d that ~~Mhington • a Atlanta Add¥eas1 matte blm tbe leaaer 

of his paOl>le,· not by tbt;)ts- own dbolc::e, hlt beCause of the 

mattnel' ·tft whiob ·be was acelafmed. by the Whites $.n the North 

and tn the SOuth•' 

W$Shtngt.on r:ose Ercm a slave ca'b!n: :received .an . . 

£#«n the Southeme•s• But., Du'SOts was, botb.,· a· piQIIeer!ftg 
. ' . : 

aavocat.e of Black capltaltam/ ana latu one of the countr:y•s 
I 

most p~romtnen- Blecl¢ Marid.ata. He ~relied on a bOuru!less 

fat'tb in huna:nitty, tb• ef'ftc:ieney of worrt ana t~u:tft,, 81')4 
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the ~tue of 'humt.llty •· The$e ideas were basic to DuBois • 

.own thbktng. At f!t:st nusots ag~eea with washStl¢.on •s 

~aduellst attatecn•l DuBo1e 'did not deny th·e· mpo:tanoe of 

pacifying the Soutb~' b\lt ~ refused to pay washington •s 
P"L<::$ lit.tcb be tn~erpteted as degttadat!.on ·ana \'irtual 

slev_,~.: Elliott· Rufhlick :renuked 1 

rot DUSt>ia,' the blacks's only .,!fee· 
tin way to open the dooS's of opportu. 
nitb was to adopt tact-ics of militant 
pJrOt:eat end a~itatlon, by Eml'loying 
this style of px:opaganda, 1\e me.cte a 
key eontrl.butloa to the evolution. of 
blaet protest. in the twentieth centu:ry 
and to tba c!y!l . ,tr.!pbt§. mgx§J!gnt. 26 

The owtou s sensl! o.f pride wbicb DUBOis had ~~ $hown in 

almost a11 of his w.titings.~ Dulbis 4-ei:!iued that social 

just:tc:e could not be achteved by flattering the · •ace ele

mcmts of tbe whites.- What was ueetiea was a cl.~orous 

ptotest · aga!nst. oppression •. 
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· WE1ahtngtl)tt' a ~oneem, on the Qthe * ban4i over the 

q~towlng pola.t!aat.l® was based on b.ia· !et\E' that· e mot$ 

agg:essive 'POlley woul<l ellcmste Wb!to wppott of Negl'o :A.nt• 

t!tutiOl"e E~nd sel"iously eul'ltei1 the flow of mcney and tha 

eoc@l«atiat of . educational and orQart11i5ational eftortt5~' One 

of the blo~.apbers off Washington polilted outu 

It ·bas beer~ $!4 that he did aote 
than any othe.r man to QV()~come the 
prejttatcea again$t the members of httt 
t$ce, ant to estab11ah a nel~bOxly 
feeling • a so.rt of fellowship between 
the. negt:oes enfl tbG Whtte people 1ft the 

· ... .t.&.. 2'' . SO\lWJe . 

· tiuBoi s as:::ked fo:t thxoee things t the t ~t · t;o vote,.1 

otvto equality,. 'an« the ~uentton of youth aooo~4ing to 

the1:f abillty.i ~Bois did not &pt>tove of WashinQtcn'a 

aw~oget:f.e tone for t.njusttee.' ~e struggle betw~ the 

tWQ could not l'eseb the laytnani stnee DUBois J:ep~es:entea 

tiu! tntell~t.uals of the day,· hia <'hoiee could not be beaJtd 

- . ~ ........ . 1i 

27. 
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advancement,' tbe pt;!rsonelltles o~ ,t'he two.men dif!erec! as . . . - ' . •" . 

wt4e.1y aa their ~(leas •. WS$hlngton was a prf;IOttical realtet, 

ettcl interested ·t.n attatn.:l.ng tangi.ble. goals.' DUBois was a . . ' ~ . ' . . . •.- . . 

.rane.ntic ~ he would. flght for pr1nc£ples e'V'en lf. bls life 

was ert48'1\gered.. DuBois beet a poet!<: tenpel'am$!lt, whereas 
. ~ - . . ' . . 

washtng<tolt wu simple end ptosatc. Washington was first 

antt laat an American bUt DuBois was first and laat a Negl'o. 
. ~ 

To DuBolei Washington • s faith 1n man end GQd was sajt(Mbat 

naf.:ve. DuBois felt unha-ppy Oil Wastd.nc;Jton*s apong :reliance 

on the ettttude of the Blackn cooperation ld. t'h the .White 

south•1 He coulCI ~ot aatee that there was a soltaanty of 

interest .betw'~ the Sou~bem N~o and the Soutbem ~tte 

mGl'l dlteb made t.be :race tJfOblen one to be secvet froM. witb

l.n. 'l"he Blaok man • s cooperation and support to the wh1 te 

m$.ft. aoeol'dtno to IluBols, was too high a ptlee to pay.' 

J.')uaola felt t:hat: the White man. was an· enemy l'attu:jJ: than a 

fttena.' 

. waebintt:on p:refe.-red ~th . for his t-aef!,' while 

DuBois _,~ouki see nC) fut.u~;"e ln the South. Insteaa;• he cont:ra

dtcted Washt.ngton•s counsel, and u.J:oed the alac'k pEOple to 

.go to No:rtt• £-or freedom and advancement.· 

Sinee both w.-a educators.' thel:r divt'!rgenoe in l'egard 

t6 educational philosophy becane the focal point of thei~ 
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most Widely publicized at.sagreement. DuBois erttic!sed 

Washington • s pht1osopby of edueatton ftom the 'Viewpoint of 

tts fo1:mat.and 1ts baste thrust. On the other. 'hand,; Washing~ 

ton • s views elCErltplified a pronounced •spiritual orientation". 

Hts pet specti ve of education was an outgrowth of his exper

ience of his environment and his pe~sonelity. 

Even these who admired DuBois' intellectual and lit-
' 

er:a.ty abilities u.sually endorsed Washington • s aonstructive 

appt'oach t!dth tt~ anphasi s on gradualism and duties and 
. 

respGnsi};)ilitiea. They depleted DuBois, bltter and militant 

approach.' It would be speculative to argue tb.at dt!'itieism to 

Was:::hlngton ts ideo~ogy sta:rmed fran mere envy. Thet~ is no 

doubt that Washington dom.inated the scene eompletely. It 
' 

was this denunciation that his opponents resent$d. They 

feared the ascendancy o.f the "Tuskegee t-1aohinea ,' Which would 

provide washington a powex; over Negro affaJ.ts•1 



-
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It may be worth its while to acam1ne the role of the 

two ~usonal1tf.es in l:'f!O!U:'d to the Blac:k Movanent of the 

pe:r:ioct. The two may have differed with each other's appro

aches. tbey; nonetheless, had remarkable pel'ception of their 
I 

mission to achieve equitable justice to their £"ace. 

ln almost all his speeches, Booker T. washington 

~called for an tnterlinktng of tha total human experience

mlntl, body and soul. He believed that this would sentually 

qc> lt'l the maldng of a mo·ral man and a soc.tety whe:ra all men 

would be eonl)idered equal. His views exenpl1fied e pro.

nouncec! •spttttual orientation" Which aro1ved aue to hia 

e:Kpetiences in an oppressive s1tuat1ota. 

tn his .speeches i:o the black audia'lces, "his ,concern 

for his race· saems as consistent as his attentton to What 

he con.stdeted primary issues ... 1 'the theme of "eoncel'n for 

1.. Alfred Young, "The Educational Philosophy of Booker 
T., Wash1ngtont A Pel'spectlve for Black Libetat.1on", 
Phvlon,, Vol •• 37# no.- 3# 1976# p. 231." 
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•aae•# COftatitu-tetl a "black perapeatlve• ctth1dh combined hts 

taenttflcatlon wltb love :foe hie people w.ttb e sp1c1tua1 

oommitrnen:t :to human wetl-belag. 2 

Will$ Notrnen Pitta, a femoua wdtel' en Waahln.gtCft, 

· a.fte¥ · endystno atenslvely t.be latter• a speacbes~· foun4 

that Washington stl'essed the following pointe t 

(1l 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5. 

the need of bta people for e&lcatlon' 

lnduat:ti&l «llcat!on as a tne8Qs to en ent!J: 

the valQe of proett.c:ifttt goodwill betWeen the raees1 
the south ee tho best t>lec·o foX' blackS to 1.t'8!1 and. 

the duty of both iMCtf.one in bllldlng up the cScl• 
saenaht{) potential of. the ,_.. 3 . 

Oliwr e. eox .. anotbt!Ji vrltet ~e;arded wes~icqtcn. • e 

speeches as EJlmilu to ·one of Heney Grejy·•a Which re1egete4 

tbe Bleck popu.lat.Son to a •ac1a~ caste position. Ctadr clid 

not wnt. Blacks ever to ask ~ social I<Pe1l-ty. 

2. .DUJ. 
3. QUOted In;. D!.tl· 
4. Ollvel' .c. cox, -ne Leedershlp of aootteJ" T., ttash!nq. 

ton•, !S!;lft& i:QBSI• XXX (Oct-. 1S51) •. PP• 91-06,. . 



Alffed Young a well bown er1t1e,' ohall~nges Cox •a 

met.'hodologlca.l appr:oach to the question of waah!ngton*s 

p.:n:specttve. Cox conceivGB ,.Talent«! b1e.ek men• ln slavery 

es destined to becane either "discontendecl bondsmen With 

ideas of eseape and revolt. or trust~d elevas• • He conelu ... 

,decJ, thel'efore, that., washington • s cwn experience as a slave 

seenea to have condltionec! hf.s approach to lit~ to the type 

of pel'son.allty that be hlmaelf' had deve1opea.5 
i 

Applying the Marxian analysta to the live~ of indivi

dUals who lived under the •peeulie»r .f:natttutlon'• AJI:ed 

Youno eay$ tbat Co2 £.ailed to understand the clynam:tcus of 

tbe elave eyst.m .~ Young argues that eou bee fallen into a 

t!l"ap of using only sl•ve revolts $S a meuur:anent o! oppo.. 

s1t1oa tc slave~y. 

When washington stated. ..xn all things that a~e purely 

socta1 we, can be as sepa.~~ate ss tbe fingers,• be· w&s me~ely 

painting the picture of raee celation& in tbe south as it 

was or a8 he hoped l.t would be if Whites would s'hste hts 

social and .tel!gtous vJ.sf.on.. The perspective that washing

ton realized wes the ftecesa!ty of *Blaek liberation• before 

5. Young, n. 1• 
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blacks could integrate into the larger society •. 'f'hrougb a 

ecmbination of 1naustt1&1 edueatlon and economic ealf-suf:f1-. 

etency, Blacks ewl4 consolidate tbetr wealth. fo quote 

Le#one Dennett Jr:.; • A man • s powe• aepends ultimately on 

the power of his gcou:p•. 6 washington t.4as trying to t:ake 

st!ve.ntaqe ·Of t.be imposed segregation of Blacks t.o tcanote 

Blac::lt hegemony thtougn E!Ccmornlc interdependence. 

· 9fhen viewed tn the context of bie tl.me, washington 

was a master ttof tedh:nlques of manipulating White publlc:t 

opi.n1on_. •7 artptu:u;d.sing the need for iftdustr'tel !education, 

he said, .. f •• X have had SQDething of an opportunity to study 

the Negt:o at f1rst-hana.• 8 · Waehington rsal!~ed 'the 111· 

effects of slavery but ~ the same time he said,, " ••.• every 

las-ge slave plaittaticm tn the South was, in a limited eense, 

an industrial school" .. 9 He suggested to the White in the 

SOuth ln his •·Atlanta Address • that. they should •cest dowrt" 

tne1:r •l:'tt(!ket:e .... ~ and mn'* their factories. ae appealed to 

s. 

e. 

9 .• 

Lerone sennett.; Jr., "Liberation", JSsnx: ·(Aug. 19?0), 
•• 40. 

' 

Boo~r T. tiafthingf:on, VJe ).Qatuq . .O( tbL .M,Jerican 
·~· (Negro Urt1vers1tles Press, New Yor:k, J..189i} 
1969T, P• 11• 

Jlli~, P• 54. 
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peoplf! for. assistance for his brethren who were tb~ee decades 

renoved ftem slavery ..._ !.111terate, disfranchised, .and with

o,ut an ecottomte b.ase.10 When he told h!.s black 11St.en:ere, 

•east dtmn ycuJ: buckets Wbeta you are*tt he employed the 

w<lrda of s pra~at:iot. H~re wao a rn~-. who was cognizant 

of th~ conditions of his peopl~ and thoroughly familiar with 

t'ha J:ec1a1 prejudices of the SOuth. Tills he said eo that 

tbe Slacks eou1d t.brow off the yok.e of emn.omlc repxesston. 

Thl.s was a practical solution necessl tated by thetr t;tlaw 

mrpel'1enee end t.h~ prevailing eeonomlc: ~lreumstances. 

wash1nqton • s immediate ooncem was the qUestion of 

Black manhood, his identity and the cit.tzenship. ln. h1s 

approach the i:rd tvJ.auat· was: secondary in tranfoming the 

society. · Alfred Young eommantedt .. a,oker T • Wash1nr;tt:on • s 

perspective of education was an out-qrcwtb of hi$ ~perienee, 

. his envt~Oftment and his personal!t,... He approached aclucat;ion. 

as a •suwtval me&lmd.sm• •11 

:t'fhGn Washington did not nee~su11y speak for the 

a"alnment of vottng right for Blacks,. it was because he was _______ , ____________ __ 
10. A. Young, n. 1• P• 233. 

11. ~. 
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not confident- ~in tie people WhO yesterday were slaves,'* 

and nov, "cit1zens9 ·to make laws fot •the govetntnent Of tbe 
• 1 • • • 

nation". zt:. is indeed correct to say that, •ttasb:btgton •s 

lbetorteal stl'etegy WaS probably the only Jd.nd tb~t \'10Uld 

work for black.peopie."12 

It would be lltong to rf!C;Jard Washinotton as an all,;Qttt 

aeeommottatina 1eadet. He nevel' telinmttslu~ the a:t(jhts o-£ 

r~eqroes · to full liberty to be realized ln all respect as 

their ultimate goal. Gunnar Myz;dal correctly assessed# 

when be eata • 

~~ is a political axiom tbst Ne;toes 
can neve~:, in eny. period, hope to 
attain more in the short-te~tn poweJ' 
bargain than the mos1:: benevolent 
gt:<.ntpa are prepared to ~ive then • 13 

.·- . I 

v~rsit:y (now retired), al'guad that lt was ne:ttbe:t iW&Shington• s 

eact:h-abaklng thought nor his personal influence that. placed 

12., 
"W\""1 .. 

M. Cullllirios. "His~o:rteal setttno· for SOO'ket T. Washing-
ton. and t.ne Rhetoric of compl"Ointae. 1895," J;ouWal g~ 
§yek Studte.g, Vbl. 8, no. 1 (Sept.· 1977), P• 7. . . 

GUnnar Myrdal, ATJ .em~rlcen m..tenmil& ?::be HeQJo ·~ 
,J.m gnd Modgm pemocragy, Vol. 1:1 (New York, 1972, 
PP• ?40·741. . . 

1 
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him lo tbo tol'ttront of hla ~ace. lt wae .IJlstea.t, "•••the 
remal:kobl.a eoo.gea1alt. 'ti betveeo. bi s toot rJ.nes end the tloml .. 

aau:t to :Nos or bls age all« sool.e·tJ 1 fcu!oes that wo~d bave 
14 

made tbemsel.ws fel.t ln e1lJ OQoe"• From Woodwad •a oaal..-

isls, the worsene4 race relat1ona would have oontln\Ae4 wlth 

o'r v1tbotlt Waablagton.. the Untted states Jon geae.tal an4 tbe 

south t.a pal:'tleular ca=l.ed ot~.t ·tile oemplete Qllel'latlon of 

tbs leg:D>a Atwu:lca was • a whlte marus 'aowatr,*'.l& 

AUI'let Moler s&Js, 

~ ••• lu spl.te of bls pl,acator, to-ae .al)4 hls outward 

empbasl. s G:pt)l.l economic 4tutalopmst ae tbe solu;ti.oa to 

c. Va.l!lA_· ·. \iotulw_ a_rd_ •as!D! oS, the B& ~otlth. (Soton1 Oa. "n.:et'l). -.--.!!--,_· - ~Iii 1 L.- -· - t ,..,, o.,uge t ...wi;ii'A , P• . , 

J.W •• pp.33-49. 

wa1Sblactoa 1 o.a, p.221.. 
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the 1aee pt'Oblen. w,ashlngton. was surreptitiously ·~gaged in 

unoemn!nlntJ the American race systen by a dtraot attack upon 

dlsfr.aru:mt.sement and segregation .. , he furthel' seys, •be was 

a pow•ful PQ11tiSlan in his own. tigbt. The picture that 

eme~ges fJ:crn Wasbinqton •s own correspondence ·is ~stinctly 

et vulenee Wlth the f.ngt:attatitlO ma~k be presented to the 

WOJ!'td•. 1' 

The embtgut ties that. have ·been talked about in Wash

ington • a philosophy were vi.'Dal to bis $UCCesa. 1¢eocoes who 

. supported 'him leoked to hls tactfully wo~ed exp.:ess~ns. 

en nltitftate goals,. The conaexvattve southsners 'were at.tra .. 

cted by bis sean1ng aceeptanc:)e of cSufr:aachtaeme~t and sag... 

regatton; ma bJ his flattery. 'the lndustrlaltsts anti Ph!-
I . 

lanthr:opiets qppreolat.ed hie •petty bout:geoia ou1':1e()lc• •· He 

eGpOueod a social Darwtnil!lfD of competition bet.we~:rt i.wiU.vi• 

duals and races of upltfttS.ng baclamrd races, ~t was ccn

genial to his age~. He eonven1tmtly put Negro equ$11ty off 

lttto a hazy future that did not disturb the •l'ra¢tieal• aftcl 

prejudice\! men of bts gene~atlon._ 
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Washington • s Jl2tectical intuitive mlnd did aot deal 

in Sbat~act. analysis of fo~ces. As a wise creative feforme~, 

he did not. me•ely denounce ·evil f~c.m without, 'he 4e1.1becate1y 

set hiMself to d~elop ic the new generation loy.alty to 
new value$. 

The sum of ell Washin(Jton 1 s funett.onal achlevenent. 

was t2l' man h!mrU!lf. To the end of hl$ days 'he remained 

•.:acy to the $oil" • 

tt. ts dS.fftcuS.t to evaluate as 'to What ext~nt wesb:lttc;

ton 61rectly tnfl~anced. Megto thought., The Neg~o•s accepted 

blm putly because of the pJ:Qetige and pow• he held amono 

Wbltes,· .ant! pa.J!tly because his views .. eJrcept £or bl$ eon

e11!atcrr ttu:ast!Ology - wHe clomlntmt 1n tbe Negl'o e~unity 

thtougbout the south~ 

Basil Matbe~S, a fenoua w.:l ter, said that .be hac! no 

doubt ebGut the infl\lence that. washington held during b.ie 

t;f;me while saytng, 

It seems cel'tain that no leader slnee 
SOoke~ 't. washington bas had# or t.s ever 
1Ucely w btl;Ve, the all·enbtaaing autho
rity th'at he spcc1sed in hie prtme ••• 
in, pmdatn~ era! pre.otlelnq a consistent 
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_tcorig _N(!gl'oes, Who oppc;Jsed w.ash1ngton vere ptlma~1ly 

·northern• a, t)UBof.s placed bis enphas1s en tbe wac~·" need 

fQx leacl-e:rahip_ and the at.sQovety of talent within tbe r:ace.' 

Weshingto~ •s sel'lstt1v1ty t:o tbts opposition led hltn to mis• 

cal.eu1ste its force. The confer;e'lce Whtc'h met in New Yo;tk 

ett:y in January 1904 was a fa11ute insptte of hla arid the 

opposition •a cueful planning. ne ecrnmt.tt.ae of Twelve 

whieb ern6~ged was 'Uohtly c:ont,colled frc. 'l'tlsl¢egee~" Tha 

opposition abattdonea all attempts to \'fork within tha Washing .. 

tcm orbit.. DuNi.a cesolved ·to call a. conference o! his own • . . ' - ' .. ' - . . . -- . -

. . . . \ ... 
DuBois sent out his C$11 fran Atlanta tn June 1905 . 

foJr a· ccnferace. He lJt'OpOsed to oppose f1tmly the pJ"esent. 

methods Of atreng1lng honest C9'it.ie1smt to OJ:(J$llf.Ze inte11J..,. 

gent od honeat Negroes anc.t to support orqans of news and 

public optn~oo.. 

The nex·t month, in the same year a national or:gani

aation by the nan.,~ the Niapr.a. ,ffpygtlcmt. Was fOUftdetl• There 

were twmt.y-n1ne delfigates ftan fo\ll'tecm $i:ates whO eeme to 
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attend the meeting at i'ol't Bl'le. 1Ullott. rJf. Rudwlek tx>1nts 

out Ulat, "The Niagara Movement was the first nl.lt1onal otga ... 

nlaatlon of Negtoes 'Ah!ch aggressively antS ~ndS:tlonally 

dena:nde4 the· sane clvll rf.gbts for their people Whicb othel' 

Amerieans enjoyed" •19 · DoB:d.s was elected the Gen~al seore
tai:Y ot the MOvauent,. some hleto~ien.s bave argued that 

Niagara MOven@nt. waa atternec! to condenn tbe pledGCessors of 

the Black MoVf!nent, 20 but Ruthtick · ts cor teet tJben he says 

t.bat ·the conference as.a not believe tn ecn4enn~o pe~:sona-

11ti es like Booket T. Washiaqtota. 

The membeta. of the Move:nent called for definite 

dmEutds : 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(S) 

(6) 

19. 

20 .• 

ft:eedan of speech md criticism. 

An lbfett~.a and. Unaubs!d1eed ·press. 

Manboocl SUffMaqe. 

The abolition of ~1 caste distinctions 
based si:nply on re.ce and eoloJt,., 

'f'h.e rtcognitlon of tbe prtne!plea of h~Glt 
bJ'otheJ!lloOCI as a. p.ta.otica1 pr:esertt ~eea. 

RecognJ. tion of the 'highest and best henan 
tre!l.ning. ae a monopoly of no cless or raee~ 
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(1) A belief ln tle dignj.1;y OS laboll'.• 

(8) Unlted effott to l'ealf.=s these ideals;, 21 

1'be Niaga:ra M<?vanent cr:ea~ea .furor .ana. 
the most dtsconcen:.tng critioisn,. I 
was· eccusea of aet:tng from motives of 

· ewy of a great .lead•t •••• 22 

wasld.ngton .ras not too bap);)y wtth the setttng up of 

tb~ movsment.· He exert~ seae ptt!ssure against the :movet\ent 

and its manbers. He evm appointea Cbal'lf.ee w. Mdft'son tto 
. I 

get full tnfcanat.ton of the happening-s. In thl.s ~-

struggle#' the tollowets of WaShington were -.t.rentJtbenetl bf , 

imptessit'lO their folks on atta!nlnfl adv$ntages tbroU.Qh :polt• 

ttoal pa~ronage. 

The Ntagat::a J.bY'ement. ·tQ:>k a few lntpow:tant steps -at 

an or:ganls$6 bO~I yQt DUBois cont11)ued t:o a ~fine the t.~ms 
' -· 

Of its Gppc-sit.ioft t.o the §'tBtut. ,SQO•: All ~eat. ~efortn move-

ntertta have. been_ ptec«!E!Cl bJ1 agi~tion • he. noted.. 

21• 

22 .• 

t"IIM-J!il ·q (-

Ru&dek., n,.· "19,' p.' 1?9'~1 

fb!.Up· s. ~'mleJ:itlal•ll• ~Jgla §u=k•u SQIMhtl 
ftd f':dreg~ .199o-19&!~ Sf?at.h -Fln~i':P#essf n:o.: 4, 
1 1a • P• 4 • . · 
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of a ~Pan-Af:r:iQan .LeaQUeft ·ana it became part of ~e offte1el 

organ1ttat!oth , ?be tnsnbera. of, th.e a~nd Nia.gaJ.'a Oonfet:enca 

fauna no dearth o~ cnttee .. ~ A few magazines wen. comoared 

tbe platform of washin.gton's $$iAn~ .Beg£o Bugioeea teru:nae 

w!. i+b the Niagara platform.~ Wash.tn~ ~s r:eqatded .y a 

1eaei:et ·of the masses. W'her:eao tne fcllowers of Dti,Do1s teJ

etded tnano~lves as ~lte real leaden· of ttte race.~ They 

wer:e un.rea1lsttc in lJO far thf?Y fail$tl to. qanqe the w.tde 

ftssut~ between. the ~alent~ "fentb and the unscnoo~ed maJo• 

rlt.y,. 2' acme ev• called for the me~ger of the tw~ but 
- ~ ' : 

·As one w.~:ittal puts tt:., "The major tactlcaJ. · f<fUndat

iona Qf the Niagara t~venent was !ts dismissal of! the t;aclst 

suppos:ttl.one of social Darwinism with which Black thinke~a 

had sttu~glet! since ~e end of. slavery .• • 24 The moven~t 
could never: d~op as a majtJ~ political foree.' sut ··lt: did 

a&Jollate a strong pJ:ogtamme of Civil Rtght.s. The movenent 

tbut~ bell)ed to ley the fourd at1on for the N!t;J;opal Asgbci!t-' 

2 
... , .... 1 .... 

'. . ' . ' 

RUdWiclc" ntt' 191 ~· 187•· 

Arn. old. Remperaad, . !bs .Art aytl ·lmAallli'te!on .gg .Ds!Boig 
(Haward UnJ.v. Px'ess# . London ·' 1976, P• 98.. . , 



Thete could be fout: m.ajor ~easona for the $teady 

decline 1n th'f! effeet.tveness of the movanent t 

Firat, its ?!a-ts tt1e!'e too radtee.l for the time,- artt 

the 'l)lskeg~e . Ma..m.tn,~• too powerful and detet;l'nf.ned in OPP>

sitlonf second,: the dootl':ln$ of tha T&le,nted Tenth isolated 

lts members t~= the maeses psychologically ana idt!Ologla

ally~~~ The ballot was regarded as the panacea•' '.t'b!.rd,. 

DuBo~• cften foJ:bidding perscnsltty and hf.s· trtmc~ienee 

as an activist 1:-eadett htu:t a bod.y depen6m1: on. btm '.fer con

ttnutty and direettot,.. · t;astly, tbe m&tsnent was hampered 

by the 4!a.rupt1ve pre$$tlCC! .of t11111CJO .Mon:l'oe Trot~~t whose 

actions and statenents more than once lnful'lated .Dt$01s and 
•. . . . . 25 tbe orgenteatlon. · 

Gtaduillty, Wasbtnqtol'd• was tecedtng in !ts1 1n.flu

·encer DuBois and the movenMt were· being v1ndioat:ed as the 

The Progr~std.w Movencmt unle&sbed a setlec ~f :re-
, 

•: 

foJtm$ during the early l>Bl:t cf! the twentieth century# but :J 

the movenent barely bel'lefitted Slack$. No subst~tial 

---------·--
25. 
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gove~"nntent measures brought out the Black's ~oblEtft t<Xfa:r:da 
I 

solution.; c;J Vann WQOdward a noted b1stor1sn pointed out, 

tttat tbe p:rogr~ss.1ve Movement tn the South was fo* the 

Whites only.' Yet. out of the ferment. of the parted anerged 

a anall nd.tlO•itr c:.f ·pt:emittent lU:~ettels. These m~n .wanted 
. . 

J:.eforms for botb wh!t~a as \tell as Neg~oes •. When tb.e . 

Niagara MC)Vement was . bout to disint~ate, the .l'f§tlogal 
. ' . 

. . . . . I 

&egro !<tS!Jm&!itee was founded.- . 'l'hf.e Committee later was 

..-' 

cal:teti. N .• A_.A-.CfP.,_ . Xt was .the moat effec:.ttve oro•nt~at:ton 

yet .established for tbe ·agitation of Neqto lt1ghts,., Du'Bois 

·was gr~at.ly t:nw1vecl in 1 ts gcowth;~ l,ie became i;b.e Neg.roes • 

J..fladtng propagandist. .•. DuSO!s wrote, in 1006; 

"'i~:::my eueel' as· a aotent1et '!'as. beglft• 
rd.ng to be swallcwed up in my r:o1e as 
ptogaqandlat• .• 26 · · . · · 

The eanmt.ttee bad an 1nter-.tacta1 canpoaitlon end sticoc! 

for . J!'ae.lal equal.ity, Tber:., were .many influaatial Whites in 
; 

the Cemmittee.· • Mary White 0\rirtgton wt:ittng :in: 1924 said 

abo:ut. . the ~eept;.lon of. the organ1eat!on tba.~t . 

,~·--- . . . . 
· '=lf·,tt was then ttot an ortani=atlon • 
not. .even a CQnmttteeJ it was Ol'l1Y . 
e gteup of stvne~s to s prt.moune~ 

. . t . 

ment agdnst the treatment of tbe 
Neqro :tn the United States~ Now 

26. · Philip s. Foner, -;~::aa~v };!lit 41-, ·· · 
~ .........._~,·";&···'·~ ):/ . . ·' 



· · · itt 19i4, .it takes ita place _$notlq 

the most !tnport:ant aat!cmal ~•eta
. ttons of the Unlted States• •. 21 . 

. The ... ~ ~,ortant ·personel.f.tl.~ ln lta 'v~owtb, 

accotdinq ·to. HQy Cvtngton, vel'e J~·. Miq . Barbel'/ w ~E~s. on
sots an4 8Qhn s. Ml1hol1an.4 (of the cmat1t.ut1on League) • 

.:t. ·Mmr S&rba~ ·h$! atar:te4 a tatf~oal Negro magazine ent.l• 

tiled !lls f91C.ft o( . 112 !ifaG!R·· Bar:ber vot the support ·of 
. . . . . . . . , I 

many pf.M)plG bu:t ~ue ·to th@ outbreak of Atlanta. rtots ta 

1906 .. ; ·he ha4 tt> put en c;nd. to hie niageetne and wl,ls forced 

tto 1ew(i t.ba city. The· secend :tm~rt.ant effort was the 

toun.ta!n ·of the ~1iag~a Movemen\: under the leadatdlip of 
I 

w .B-. <ill• Dulcd.!h1 The duty of the Negro was to «enen4 full 

•19ht$ ·~,; a <t11d.zen of the unite4 states. Tht! tbircl otga

ttt8at1ort.· was the Qlatt&i:ut&on tnsma• :tt wQs 1e(! by John 

~~ Mllbolltandi' ana its eeeretary wae Andrew .:. Hinn{lbrey ~~ 

· Mlil'f Wb~te ~OtOJt was a White $ocle1 \ltOI'kec~ Ths 
I '• t 

Ccmmtt:tee ta¢'e1ved its spsrk when abe :read tiUlilam £.' Wall• 

!ru;r•a account of the 1908 Sprlng!lelcl Riots. 1'hey agreed to 

establish a :pemonent g~ou-p, l4blch would prot:ect Neqto • s 

R!Qbtsl 
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A "c:ell" W$S issued by· oswald GeJ'I'ison VS.llacd on 
- . 

FebJ:uery 12, 1909,. wich was .alae Ltncoln•s blnhday. Th• 

dtacuasions and the l'esoluttone that. tb$ ttCiftfel'enee a4o¢edi 

at.resstd fo.t: secu.r1ng the Black man • s Coftati tutiona~ Rigbt:s. 

in 191o,· DUBois welccmed the chance to join the st&f-~ of 

the N'.A.A .• c.p;· He becane di~ecto·J: of .t·eseaJreh and also· the 

Etaitos of the. N.A~A~.e.P•s maga.sine, !flg Ct::igi.a .• i nusots, ae 
' ' 

an editor oi.~at_C!ri!ig, recorded ana supported th.e N.A.A.c.P•s 

pJogaamme. But be ttented Blaek men to control the-ir own 
otgantzati.ons ad bava thei~ own .identity. He went much 

'beyond. t.'he H.A.A.c,.P•s. of!toial p.rogranme of seeking pl'o• 
' . 

, DuBOis Emphasised on J!'ece equality and d«!muncd .. ation 

of segr$t1on•i Sxand.ning segregatio.n 1n the South; he unde~:

scored the !ncrea.,1nQ d1ffe~f;mt1atio!1 in interest. an4 cul.

blJ:al· ·tradition \'Alteh ed.ated between tbe two- :aces.· He 

thought Negroes were becoming more un1 t;ed tn .•ac.ta.l conec1ou-

sneslf and mo•e des.1rous of ooopetat.i'tlO With eadh othe~t. ln 

'rhe_~l!aS;g, be was condann!ng Whttes wbo tried to menlpu-

late ~e Negro • e sepa~rete system, but outstde of tbe map. 

alne,:- be messed that Whites abould institute a .. hands· 

off« ~licy~_-. He believed ·tbat. •closed eir:cle of! social 

!.ntereour.s' was beneficial to Negr<H:!th 
28 
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' ' 
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otgan1zat:l.on because of DUBols''l'::noiU.on of b!s ~ole as e l'aae 

1ea4er.- . Th!s cl'sck 1n the Asacoiation• s unity, patched and 

plasteted over for twenty:..four yea#s, evenuually led to 

DUBois • .we(6ignation. 
' ' 

·. In ,1915, OU!ols brought forwasre, a f'cn:mal atatellent 

that 1na1dated both his support of the N •. A .. A.C<;;P •. and h1s 

unwilllngness to be eonfiJmed wtth.ln it._ Ift his magazine. 

he 'satd, "The Amer1oan Negro demands equality "" pol!t1eal 

equality, industxial equality ana social e,c;rualityJ and he 

ts never qoi~g to ~est .satisfied with anything lees" •. 29 

· He fufthett stated tbat they would den and for • .••• :keeaom en 

the one hana end powet on the otne:r- •30 VuBois laid a 

e1eaxcut pxog,ranme of WOI'k against obstl'ua't1orut~· This could 

be eamned up under • 

II 

Cal econcmic Cooperation 
(b) a revival of a~ and ltte~atu~e 
(c) political actt011 
(d) e<!iua& !on and 

(e) orgattization ~ 31 · 

w .E.'S. DuBois. tt'fhe Immediate pto~amme of the Amet'i
can Neg~o" ,_ The eris!g,· IX, 6 (Apd.l 1915), PP• 310· 
312. 'eaken f%'an· August Meier, et. al,. .9ack J?:tot~t. 
!l1gusib.~ ~ fill D ... :rwent;teth cmatug,: 2nd . _ •. New' Yoz • 
~965, P•. "1-68. . . , 

1-bJ.Jl, p "' 68. 
l,b£d, P• 71. 
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The .last one was •eg:a.ded as the moat !mportant in. 

·Q:f<lex .. to achtew any oonczete Jteeemrcb.· 

DuBo-is could not twst ooaialists on the NE*gro ques• 

t!on and ·hence tn 1912 ¥es1gned f~cm the Scc!.alist Party. 

111 Augu.st, of 1912, DuBOis denanded a "p•ice• for· Megco 

votes •• enforcement ·of the Reaonatl:Ueticm tnendE~R.ents ana 
. . ' 

. the. 4iscatrdtng of seg~egation. One·~ thtls, finds .that the 

Blaak t1-0VG1lent was nursed by the tw~ leaders with a -,ession 

and vigout~ Theil: tactics at times, now at par w!.tb each 

otbe.rs• yet theiJ: diffuer.ee we~re acute in ·t*iit:suing theisr 

ea.mnon objective .. hov to' i.tnpE'ove the po.at ticm of tbeil" 

b~ethr:en. Xt is quf.t.e unfortunate t;hat the two per:sonalities ' ' . . 

should .be di,teussed with a value judgEment of t; deep antmo-

ait.y and that the two had .nothing to aJunre with each othec. 
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Slnce Washingtort • a death,, numerotJs 'WI"ite•s have 

atteupt:ed to analyse ertd waluate hie ideology ana b1s rolce . 

as a: race leader:. It. is: .imponant to emt)haaize the Urnita

ttoats wbidh the times and ct~ct~nstancea !n. WhiCh he 11 ved 

tmpoae4 upoa Waahington., 

Val'ioue ws:1ters1 have often: po!.nte« ·out tbat Washing. 

ton was the mcuthptece,' not so much of bis own .:ace,· ea by 

the· whitelti,· Who looked mozre libe1ra11y twua a ao1utton foz 

tbe p•oblem of the South and the Nation.\ 'rhere 1a ve~y 

little tJtuth ill the statane.nt~ !t is uOAg to c'haract:uiae 

htm as en all.out aeeommotlat1ng leader-~; He neve• tel!ngPiab 

'the right to full equality 1n ell respect:& es the ultimate 

goal.. The time when Wat~hingtcm ~rose to em1rtence w~s a 

cxuoial pet!oil in, the h.istOI'y of u~s.· As. Qne ld.stc:nrian~ 
v 

poiata out. that dutiftg this period !t wa$ neoessaxy to 

ertunoiate a philosophy which would not alienate the NeQr:oes 

from the· ll$jO~ity of the population~· "ln fact economic !m-p-

1. ·'lfhe ecnteuporaxy Wllters of washinoton held this 
v:J.EW. lt was only ai't:ex h:J.e l)Xivate papers and ,ao•l'· 
eopottde.nett we~:e. made available to a¢bolars that a 
well•balanced vi• of his leaa.ersb.t.p was p~ovided • 
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a::ottf!ment was p~a,.lly ·#eptded as a tanporaty accommcxl.a

t!on. to :1 ealtt!es,· _ ~a . an. !nd!tee«: teehn.tque for aohtevlng 

·',. -ft.i· l', •...t ...,..t. ~t '82 po,a:.,. -.aa ·"-.1.':!1'" '-"••... . 

W~sh:ingteft t S i.deol(Jgy W$S We leaned as well as 

attacke4 by tbe eontenpt)rattes. He was oppOsed by the Negtc 

~tel19ci:uals .~ They l,t)Okc!d 'Upon h!s 8ttphasts on ~ational 

tta!n.ing as a taC!!!t admS.sston that was unfit fo.tt bighe: 

a(!aetemtc t~:atittnv. 'l'he.se Negto 1ntelle•tuals were more ar:td ..... 

culate and ooul4 make their views known than were th$ Negro 

~\asses~ 'l'hey ettt.icisetl btm. on a nurnbel' of sco~es. one of 

th~ prti\O!pal eh~rges was that the system oE industrial 

educattr.m was .intended to keep ~~qcoes in a menial poal.t1on 

and petpetua.te tbe caste ~y.sten.cj That his •eenlng d1$pa~ 

r:aganent of aea.derd.c tte,\lnin(,J gave l!mited oppertunit.ies 

foJ: ld.ghetr edlucation fo.r talented Neg-toes and the develop-. 

ment: of Negt'o leaders~ Ftoteover,t they were cz.it!eal of his 

depteeatoty tenaJ:"ks about political r~C'ti vtty, hU seeming 

4ef£uae C)£ d~!lfi.'1UJchf.s•erit; ~d hts acqUiescence in se.tre

gation~~ J'1n.a11y,~ they tte$eftted h!a neat .... \Ud.vetllal popu• 
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.lerr1ty because be. was so obviously not one of them.~ They 

ehatged Washington of exe~c!sirig unchallenged power over 

the distr:ibution of white ph!lanthrapy to Negro institutions 
' . . 

and political appointment of Negroes. Since he conciliated 

.with the whites, tt was said that he betrayed the interest 

of his raee for his own advancenent.' 

However, there were pro-WashingtOn Negroes who pra

ised him since he was able to win the .confidence of whites 

in both North and South. His Atlanta Address was hailed 

by the· Negto·masses as well as the newspapers• Newspaper 

war cotteesppndent, ;epresentative of the New Yotk World, 

wrote that Booker T .• ~ Washington., ... 1 •• must rank from this 

time EWth as the foremost man o£ his race in America."3 
- ' . l 

He further wrot~e,• "I have heard the great orators of many 

countries./ but not even Gladstone himself could have ple

aded a c~use with more eonsurtrnate power than. this angulal' 

Negro • .,."."tt 4 Hon. Clark Hot-tell,; editor of the Consti:tution, 

wrote to the ed1tor.of.the world, in which he wrote that 

the Atlanta Addressl1 ".;.was an epoch-making talk,1 and marks 

distincrtly a. turning point in the progress of the Negro race,· 

3.' Louis R.".Hal:~an, et.· al., The Booker T. Washington 
Papers, Vol.1 

(/·, (Univ. of Illinois Press, Urbana 
1973), p. 78. 

4. .!.!2!S!' p. 79. 
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. 
an~ :i~s effect itt b:t1ng1ng . ·about a perfeot \1ndel'stan4tng 

between the l'1hites ancl blacks of. the South will be tmme~ 

d!ate~~ 

QhaJrles {!(. eb.eat~~tt,,_. a N•g~.:o .novelist. lived tn CleV&• 

lancii end mov-ed irt whlte e!rcles.· He .lauded vlashington fer 

hi.s .;uccess ln establi-Shing Tuskegee. Though he quest!pned 

his ~tr,ene emp'has1$ Qi1 1ndu.stria1 edut.H!lt;ion, ag.teed(jon. 

matntalntnq tht! gooatd.l1'P of the white South. Ctu!sntttt 

c'!Uotsed washington's ~:ematks on auff:tage. ..An4 vot.ing . 

y;;equl~anents tn the new .state constitutions ·of tb~ south. 

Anothet notable £Lgure of the time was 'l' •' TbQllas For-
. ' 

tun•~ He was bo~. a slave and lat:gely self-$ducated. .A. 
' ' 

ft'li.l.ttant and ·uncc:rErprQnsinr;~ abampt.on o£ Negro :tghts, For• 

tune remained tor m~y· ~·eara1"' Washington's closest atbtiset 
. . 

emd l()J'al. de~enclers.; 'Tho frien4$hlp of the two begCU'l in 

the eith~ies~: · ., it .ie enough· to note that: Fortune helped. 

Washington at-tain the unique. leadership which be ·enjoyett: 

He a4viQed bltn on h.is $peeehes, 'ghost• . w.tote some of hf.s 

l»oka ·and aJ"t!elee·~ and $pent much tJme and effot·t • .s :tnsp1te 

... • . -1 

6. Jmma .t..ou 'lli_ol'nbl'ough,· ·eli.; ilooket 'r ,' Washington_, 
(N'ew Jetsoy, 1967) ~ p .• 38. 
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,. ) .. 

of 14eol.ogica1 d!ffet:ences between the two, they worked 
' 'I ' • ' ' 

t~geth(!!t," until 1907, when washington was appointed political 

a<lviset· to President *rheodore Roosevel t•1 

.T. Thcmas P:ortnne,1 creatQr of the Afro-Amed.can 

League~ want~ an otganlzation that wou14 fight .for Black 
. . ' ' 

o1v1~ ~tgbts. The Leagu~ had chapters in. 23 states by 

l,89o·~ Jive years later,~ he tevive4 it unde.i' the name of 
' . . 

the l(!tien@ Afri:Ame:r:ical'l Cbunotl ;' Xt t'eoeived. t.he suppor:t 
. ' . 

ot a1~ek teders ~ut .failed to gain mass suppart~ The 
! • I ' .·, ' ' ' 

council vrad.ually became tdentified wtth WaShiftgton' s con ... 

cil.tat.oty · approach to raae selations.' 

.~other ver:y vebenent eriti" of Washington wa, 

William Montee Ttotter~i tie was the first Netto elected to 

Phi ~ta Kappa a~ Harvatcl.· Be itnbllled. ~ uneom)rO!Wi~d.ng 

hatred of 811 fotma of d.tec~imtnatton. fte carried out a 
' . . . ~ 

joumal t:alle.d the ~ston Guaz;Siian.11 Xn his ~Ltorial.sl· 

TJtottel' aecused Wash!ngtton es the agent of tbe .iotoes of . . : " ' ' ' . . , : 

. opp«>Sitton and segregation} As washington • s pteatige and 

poweJt gti!W; Jort~ne• s influence snd reputation declined; 
. . 

As .1\metieat\ c:itizena; Blacks were entitled to the rtghts. 

guaranted by tbe constttut:ion oft the united States and the 
" , ' . 

1. a:arlan, et~, al., n.S., p. 351. 
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tune bt41eved' that, •slac'ks must use thetr: pol1ttea1 ,tights 

'to p~Otect.: then eel "Ves an« detetml.ne their: own. deet!ny. • 8 

o~ttno on the attainment of es.vu r14ttts, ba po!ntGd 

out. • ~··.that ctvll rights and social \')riVtleqt!a vere not 

synOt\ymous. l'roteetion of c1v11 l'ights was the 6uty of 

g~e.tnmen t. Social pr1v1le1;~s were . a prtvate matter. · dep. 

endtn~y'on the tast4S of 1tu.U.ridua1s.•9 He tunb~t pointe 

out,' •What Blec:ks wanted and deman~ed wee 'the .eoncess:lon 
.. 

of t?V"eey right given to the White insn under tht! l<Ns of 

the united .Stetes;1 .• :.. Cell th1s Social equal!t~r· if you w!ll:'; 10 

tda a.-·wetle-sarnett., a feminist and antt~trnchtng 

spokeswo.nett, wa$ one cf thE! best repr~entative ot the 

hendful of praninf!mt bla~ks Who cwsietently espoused a 

att$.tegy o! . p~at 4uril'lg' the -ascendancy -of Booker· T'• W&!o 

shtngton. ~ells~eamet px:ovf!d unable t.o l)Eltt-telpate eff

ect1wly in other organizations, even like the N'.A.A .. e.P • 
. ' ' . . . . 

tbat a'h:a&-t:d b.er basic ptstlosopby; Wel1s-samett was a 

t!ounder of the N.A.A .• c.p.~ aua a friend of Marcus Gazvey., 

. -- "···-· 
s. l!b1ma too Tho;nbl'ougb, .. T .. TbQftaa Fortune• M11it.ant 

lidttor in th~ Age of Accanmodatton•, 1n S).~ LeftC!1!!g 
in :!l-ft.'~'-!f!ile'!~·.~m'ltu!E, ed-,. by J~a .. F~an lin anti 
A .. · ·Me1er,untv. of Illino.ts, 1982), 1'- 22. 

9. ,tRia., 

10. . 1!3~, p .. 23. 



JJSbe was ·a major fi~~e Ia t:he great. tdeolog!cal confl:lc:t. 

between th~ ac::oanmalat!cmtst <philosophy e>f wasntngt(:m ·Sftd 

the pr~st traditiOn represented by w.E.s,. ooeo:ts.tt11 . She 

C1!4 not: ~-~ to Washingt:Qn' e .~f.losophy •. yet bet am_ ide--

ology· ettbracecS ideas not 4isaf.mtlar to Washington• $•· Waah

!ngton lnststed that pol.itieal a<:tton b~ subotdi~~ted to 

eccnomlc oe1f-help. ~tch woul4 ultimately lead to •:real 

\)0\f~tlt. 1bta enphaats was also given by Well&-Batn.etu. 

lt"JO?lte of this s!milettty, there was ._ f•lndamental .diff

erence · betwElen t.~~. two. •£eonQnie J)O'A~t was not a rewetd 

aehievecl by .accanmo4at.ing t.o the statua. quo, but e weapon 
. . 

to use against it.•·, Wells-Bamett bel1evet~. Washingt()n 

held that the econcm!c sueee.as of! bla<!ks would ovetcane 

the 1egit!ttlate class prejud:1ces of Whites and eya1n · the!.

~:espect fmii a~ceptanee.12 Both of them set~t the rull.ng 

ela.ss, Whites,. as the key to sootal chatu;~~. 

BOoker T .- Wash1ng1:0n was c>n.e of the beat knCM'n Amett

eans c! l'd.$ age. Very ftM men of that time enjoyed $S. 

$Xt•ss.ve and fsvou: able cove~ age in ~e white· pJ"ess anti 

11. .Themes c. K~lt, "The Lon~ly waa:riors tda e. He11s-
13~n!net,t attd the St.ru,gle fo:r. Black Leadership", in 
Ftan'klin qd Meier:, ea.,. n. s, p •. 44 •. 

l:bid. 
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~tte joumals ae he a td;. Marty wrtters have obse~ that 

washin,;ton• s great. te-putatlon was eon.fer~ upOJ'l htm by White 

Amettcane. serne say tbet lt. " .... was due 1n pa!it to t'he 

faot, that he was usually a master at the art. of publlc:: 

solations• !t 13 WaShington th:rougbout bia career t'le8 to 

~teceive .8\ll)por:t. fJ.ean the southern White men, the Northe.r:n: 

White mGn and member of bis own rce. The~e u no doubt 

tha:t 'he did not succeed in vtnn!no ccmplet:.e sul)port of 

them• But tbe expans wo!'king on wash1nqtoft have euggested 

that he dta achieve a r:em~u:kable suoeess in ereat1nq !or 

White AmeriCa the $Rage of a rnon-o11thlc Negco SocJ.~y. 

Most of Washington • s admil'eJ:s praised him foJ!' hie 

saintly quelittea. 'they w•t as far es eomparing hlm with 

Jesus.. Sane called him as tbe Negro Mosas. He was COfttitl• 

4ered as a modest 9'@ft.tleman~' of pure td.mp1e life and supt• 

enely wtae •. While <:emparino b1m witb Prederl.ck Douglasa, 

and placing bU\ tntel1ectua11y 1nfe:r1or: ~o the l&i:tet , 1 

wtll!am Dean Howells says that Washlngtcn • s stat:asnsnsb1t» was 
' 

t'he only :realistic method of dealing with the zaee 81tuat1on 

in hts own ttme. 14 

13,. litln't\a LoU Thotnbrough# "More Ltght on Booker T. Washing
ton .ana the New ... York.·,. A~.~ i!'·ioum§& .of Negr;o Hil
t:oEy, Vol.,· XLitl, J&th Ro. * 1 58, P• 3 .. 

"' ,·. . . . -.; 

14• anma Lett Thor:nbrough;· •aookar '1". Washington as seen 
by his white COl'ltatrporartes•, The Journal of Neata 
Uif.!tott, S3, A'pl'il, 1969, p. 163. 
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Theodore Roosevelt viewed him as a genius as woulc:l 

not arise tn a qene~tlon. 15 Hen~y Watterson found in 

washin~on • s philosot>hY an answer. to the nee problem. 

Walter Hines (;age also accepted his phllosOI)hy as a wayout 

for ~stab118bing better ·r:~1at1ons. 16 . . 

Very fw of his oontemporaties doubted hts .renedy. 

sane atttlbuted bls achievements to the faot that white 

blood flcwet! ln hf.e veins. Whel'eas some said that be 

received llrrpolttanee because he was a blackman. ~ay con- · 

tended that ·tf there had· been a wh!te ·person given washing

ton • s talents, be would hav• remained in obseur.lt.y. 

· ·wal!htnoton•s v1a~s· on education were in ·comt>tete 

harmony with the v1~s expreesad by tbe white pb11e.nthl."o-

plets. Henee th'ey suppo.r:ted Tuskegee as .tt propagat~ 
' 

alrnot;ft the same kind of ideology. He appearec! to abju:r:e 

soetal equality and to aeeept:,; at least tem\X)rarlly, ~is

franontsement and EJegr:egatlo1t. He anphastsed instead eco

nc:mte advancement; ae1f-he1p and industJ:ial education. In 

15. see,· Ha_ r1a_ n~ Bpokt;:r T. W§,binqtqnt Xbe ~king o~ § 
.i!Mk Jl!a~gr, 1956-1901, New York, 19'72 • _ 

us.. anma LOU ·Tttontbtough, n. 14, P• 162. 
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their enthulias s(»ne t;£ ~~ admi~ers went turtbet than 

w.ashiugton in thei·Jt ariVOC!acr c;>f tQ.'l uatd.al education as tM 

sc1ution. ~o the Negto p~Oblerrt, Booket T. Washington~ 

W111tam rt.J Baldwin,· Jr.,· said, wa$ the Moses o_. hU people.~ 

He aadecl that lt was a "cnme• tot' arty teaebel!',· w htte or 

black, .. to .edueate the Neoro fo~ positions that. are not 

open to bin\.'• "Thls programme was especially appealing to 

vnttes ·bec;eause in eff~ct washington was ttansmuting the 

currently dominant social ideologies of eeonad.c inc!ivtdual• 

tsm ~;ltd the gospel of wealth into tl\e Jtep to I!IOCial salva

tiort.18 

White SOutherners were unanimous 1n agreeing that 

1ndustsia1 eclueation was ptefetable t.o acaclsmlc education 

for Ne(JI'Oes,· hut . acne insisted that. anr kind of et!uoaticm 

for ·stack people was futile or 4anger:ous: They feared tha,. 

the tempta~iona and dangers au.rrounded the Neoro :f.n the 

united State$.1 Hargers W¥kly; praised Waahington fer coun

selling Negroes to leave poli~ics and· to cultivate the 

vir:tus of ind.ustt:Y an4 thJ:ift.4~9 

"'1" IJ?id;)J 1h 167. 

18.. August-.. Meier: ~WashingtOn at'id the Neg• Ptess"'f4 
in A!ona the Colo~ Lige, ect.~ by Meiel:' & Rudw!c'k 
(Vniv.- of iliinoia Press), 19?6, p. 62.· 

19.' Thornbsough, n.' 14, p. 110~ 
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. ~P9ten1:1Y .~a,e,h~ngton tejeetefl poli_tical: p~rttctpa~ 

tion of B1ac'ks','ll but there !s no dottbt tbat be. was actively . -,.; ! ! . I ••. ' ',' . ; . .,- • ' . , . <. .·.. . 

e~gage<l .. in politic.$, 20 tf1$: role C!lS Roosevel t• s a4vtser: ~n 
I . ' ' , , ; • , • ' ,, • {. ' ' • ' 

appointnumts a~:oused QJ:lt1¢iem ~Qftg. south.er:n Wh~tes. ~s 
•' • , ' '; • , ; ' . ,- ' t ' ,· • ' I • , ' 

well as $tttii!!"!Wash1.n,gtm .}leg :toes.· .. SUob otl tic,iatl . led Washinq .... 
j. • . • : . . • • ' • • 

ton. to w:~r~te ~.ett•r: to the .P,tes~ i.n ~lob .l'le emp'hast•.ecS 

t.hat hia li~e work .wa •. eciuc.ation. ~ ... denied ,any. Pc:>l!tieal 

smbit~onsi 

The mafot:tty· of the whites accepted Washingtcm•s 

philosophies. Walter Htn~· Page, who pUblished. many of 

Washi~oton •s aa.ticles arut bOQk$,~ asserted that thr·oug'h the 

syate;;a of .1n4u$tti.al eao.ca~1oni'· WasbJ.ng~~ had. _.otma att 

an.ayer . ~. :the,. #aa~ problem" one .. of the. .l~~i.ng n~el!sts . 
,. . . - .. . . . . ' 

o~.:t1te et:a;:t ,W~;t.liam, Dean, ,Mowell$,. call.s 1Jashington;• 0 atl 
• . • . . r , .·• , ..l .. . , . . . 

$f.-nplai'y ctti,~en.• .. He pteJ.se$. his e<mmm sens.e md con• 
• . ' ' • . • ~ ' I . '• . ' . . ' \' ' 

s~rvati:$J'n. sntl ... lete% of 1)1ttea~e$s. t~war<! .tl\e wh:l.t,e race''!-
,. 

MQW~11a a~~-r.~s that. ecm~idertng. the cir~a~an~~a ~f the 
. . . . . ' . 

~~esi~. tn .. ~~. face. of ~e.l..oss _C>f po11t!eaJ, ~tgh~s by. 

l!eq~o~s,, Wt!uth1nt;r~on•• .appJ.'oac~ ·was the only waJ. by which be 

eoulct display aubtlti! statesmanship.~21 
. ... ' .. . . 

r~r' .a. :d.t:a~led "~9.0ttn1; : 9ll ~~s : ~.ubjeQ,it,; se~ ):he : 
f~ur ;,plumeS: ·o1= Booker 1• was:h!n.gton Paper a,· ed_., by 
.LOu,ta R !l. Marl~ •' . . · . · , · · · ., . 

rc. t!et~lt:t. .see -'t.hombrough," ea.; ~oket= 'r. Waphing
S!m, (N'ew' .Jersey,. 1967) •· · , 
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. ~c)mas' niXon.' ... 8.'/J.f#t 'who represented the $ce~:ime 'views 

.of \the ·M-11~ s upwti!ma•y tnsi,ted ·en at· trldustztal Clducatton ·ana 
·eoon~io.. ailvaneement of NegJoes ·.would not improve .l'aCtf r:ela• 

tlont;t:~r 'tt:&stead ., t woulf.! lead <to a < tecl.a1 sttife. < ' <He believed 

·that. Hi . .0~1« ·bring ltegroea tnto e concmla ecmpotit1on with 

the Wh.ites1 Moieovei 1\e asserts that We$1\.f.ngtoa was. eon• 

¢ealing hts tiltimate objective whiCh wu ·rae :tal .amalgamat.lon. 

t4eo1og!~allf, we1la-aamett belonged to the DuBois ... 

N • .A.A.e.IJ·., camp#1 -but oatil~ ttOt con:tiinue convental t:elatlona 
< < 

with. ths:;1 She ·proudly clalrned some of the <uredtt ·fo~ 
I . , , ' , . " , , , . , , 

evele.tlnt DUBois t.o a poltettion of national 1ea4et:;,hip. Xn 

J-899, ehe tequeated the boa~ o£ directors ~f .the Act~ 
~~rt.san ·ggunc;& to have tum named df.tector of the. bu$iness 

:bureau•1· Inm>i te :of such cloaeness betWeen the two114 s Ut• 

pt1neinglf~~ neither Wells.,.;ol3atnett no~ her husband appear 

to hav~, beE!Il p~OMtnent ac:ttvlsts in the Niagara Mwement 

organl~ed ·by &Usot.o ln 190~ to oppese Washington." 

. ••aer pt:!tilaty s tt:ategy had always been to tnvolv' 

P#~lntmt wh.ltQ in the ~~~~~~gle;J ~d the ttE!W' N.A.A,.C.P• 

off.ered a ftblole for ~htevt.ng that goa1~·22 Maty White 

Ovington;, wife of Du.BOie .. described M~~ Tt:01:ter anfl Wells• 

Barnett as poWe~ful J'e~sonai:lt!~a· but ·not fli;t:Gd to acoep\ 

the J:eattc:iint ot o.r:ganisa.ticn •. 
'. . . ,_ ;. 
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It, WS$ Item the.~anu of Megr• bltelligentaia that . 
... '· ... , 't ::; ' , ' .· • 

DU:J!ci,1.1 d~ew .bis c;bief 8\1ppo#1: tn the NiagaC'a Movement that 
l. ' . . . . • ' • • . . .. . . 

1Retge4 wi tb. tb~ ttattcnal. As$oc1atton for: ~h.e Aavano~en.t of 
0 

: ' ' i \ ~ : • • t I , • f ' : ~ ( j 
0 

• r 

Color~ People •.. At the .begintU.ng 9t the cf!ntul'Yi tttso.ta 
' • : , ~ _: ' , I • 

0 
' ' • ~ 

1 
' I , ' ~ ' : • ' , ' : ; <! ~ ' ' ; •• • 

w:as ~h• ohlef epo~e•art of the N~gJ:O htte11i;entata.. "The 
. . : ~ ' ' . . ; \ ' : . 

talan~e~ Tenth o! .the :Nevro ta:l!e. ~· he wtote in 1903, mus~ 
' . '. . . 

am011g their people•: No other peraon can 4o this woJ'k ancS 

the N'~to colleges· must t'tain men fot this }>UipOse. 'l'he . 
. ' 

•Neqro race·,! ltlte ·all. othe.r · rac:11s,· ts gGing to b_, $a.Ved 

by tts 'eKct;ptional men•. 23 DuBois belie~· that· \41thout 

,Ollttd·al· t. tghtc#· Negroes,· could: not :el!ou~te eoonomle · oppo .... 

' '' 

' . . . ·. _,. . \. 

Kelly M111et has a$setted that Wi111$it Mo•oe Wt:otter 
~ r . 

WD\fe ~ •·aubtl~ net" a11:ound Du801.s and .. capt.uted him lor the 

J:~41~al: ,ca~se;*: , ilfi~let'' s .· ·~diclds. ~cl .·Conse:r:vattves•24 
. : .. ·.. -,, ; ' ,- . ' ( ' . - -. _-·.-. ' . 

s~its. the the$$8 that Trettel." bact woven/ .. a $Ubt1e net 
' '' ' ' . 

about..·~ .rc. s!J Du9ots ,,. •; and gtat!lua.lly weavetl h.tnt. '6.cm his 

~trstwhile k1endeb1p · fot Ml'! • washington, so q .. to e;~Cplott 
; 'I, 

" 

23~.\ SQo~t ~. ,Washington, $ftd · w •· •• s.1 · J)UBoi;,;i The, Negro 
i.t,oblett {Mew Yo~k; 1903) ; p .~ '75 .- .. . . . . . ·. 

· '.Illite -artiele tepttnted in ·w111tam ·~t. Tuttl~j.~ ~~ ,· 
· ~ti•B.: ,1lUB£!i,., (New. Jrtr:eey, 1973). . . 
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bls ·praninenee and splendid powe.t!'s in bfhalf cf the hostile . 
forceJ. DuBois himself bas recalled that he was gradually 

gl'owing more disturbed after 1900. This was in pal't due to 

the ideolog1cal 4i!ference between b!n't and Wash1ngton,1 and 

in pan by the tmmense p01t1er over political appetntments 

and press wtelt!ed by What DuBois bas labelled the((•uskegae 

Machine.:• 

DUring the Elrat world waa: and in the 192o's, DuBois 

was under fire fcom pt:actically all sides .. from white 

m!gr:egatiord.st, black rsvolut!oruu:y Marxists, and blaok 

uatlona11sts.1 The Left Win~) black Gocial!ats A. Phllip 

Randolph and Ohandler owen of The f:!ts~enge.r denoun-ced DuBois 

f'et being reeet1oncy and for falling to ~:eptesent the 

"leac!ershi:p of the brand of what he once pretended tf) be, 

but of What he noW' find'S be is not - z:aalcal.t.sm.~" 

A.· Philip R®dolpb and Chan.dlel' owen c:r:tttebed the 

pr-cgl!emme of N.A.A.c.P. fo:t many.,. it was tame,· its et.ress 

Oft. constttuttcma1 Jd.Qhts. 1rtelevant to the need$ o£ the 
·-

qrteat mass of NegJ:Oe$·•. They adited a monthly calla!,· The 

Mgsgenqer '\Ill •Tbe Only Radical Ne~o Ma<;~azine in Amel."1ea." 

'!'heir editorials ~ched on tnany themes • the soeialist crt ... 

ttque of eapt~ltsm.,. the need for solidarity among blaelc 

and ~itt! workers,~ tbe blaeks• capac.:t<ty to J:E!ttis~ by violence 



.ana br.· bor~tt·/· ·al'ld · tbe 'pcve~ty ·o~ tl:let»r · E!xisting ll!aeit!u:• 

· ahtp.~~~L ·ln.· on·e of thee 4itorlal~i t..~· Philip ttiutd.olph shows 

the ·eal~ut'e of l)uncia ··sa a theor~a~. He says· that DuBois 

never. ntl,lde any e•lort tn . the '1nt~ .st . 0 f! . un'i(m!fi in9 NegJ:o 

.wo.rkers~" to st.t:llt$ fo:t: m(>J;e wagesi· .shdrte:r hours~~ a1d 

bettet. wotktri~r con".U.t:tons. 26 Randolph says that DuBois 

tnis~ptesErnts the attitude of the i'ank and fiie af Negroes 

'by pr:etGridtng that the J.if~.A..A.e.P. is the expr.es$!on fo~ the 

attainment ·~• the Neg~o ·rights• lns,.ead. Randolp ·sugg• 

est111 that,~ 11 
;· •• the' N.A.A•C.P. is· leel,' eont~:olled at'id <lani

nateCl by a gtoup Who aJ:e netthet Neg~roea nor wotking people, 

which .rende~s ,.,, utterly' ·.tmt.aosslble to art!qulate the ajm$ 

of a gtoup that ate the victims of ce~ain social,;;~ pol1tlcal 

at'ld econcmlc E~'l.ils as a race; anc! ·as e pat:~ of the g'teat 

wo:tking ,people."27 
Jl' .• 

. Md finally, M. Gatvey wa~;~ unremitting in the 1920s 

in hi$· dismissal.of·DuBois aa "purely ·and a~ly a white 

man's nigger• •28 E'"-ten aS late as 1935 !otatcus Oa.r:vey . conti .... 

Du~ols fails as a '.rheor1st .... Editot1a1 ·T.hg lJlessanger 
(t>ee. 19.19), r:eprintfed in ~, p. 92~' · 

£bid. 

28. William M. Tuttle,t n. 24. 
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, nuect _to .e~n~emn f>uB9$.s fol td,,_ •tr~aehety" .' When DuBois 
~ ' .' . ' ' . \ . 

.-estgned fxoom his po~!tto~ at the N.A.A.(!.P.; Gatv'y askech 
t • I" 'I, ': ' "• 

*Catt he. cosS.nue abusing ttu?! _white~ when the l!merican 
'' '· 

Neg~o As ~t tbe \fbi~ man•s soup _Kitchen ··;• ln the 192o• a 
' . . . ' ' '· 

Garvey uontinuf!ld_,: Dl:lBols, had .s$b0taged self-segregation 
' • ' I 

lot Blacks .a;s _ eapo:u~t!d by Univataa1 N!Q~O Inrerov-ement As~o

;!f.ationst now, ~1atedly#ll he ha<i enb•aced thta pr:t>granme 
. . . . . . . ,· 

·Randolp an4 OWen were middle elase intellectuals, 

tdto 9oleed ~ -deep conc~rn about t.be welfare o~ tne masses 

of 't;be ·race. 'They spoke with fluent aubt1ety about cap1• 

taliam and· soeialtsm, but it was Ma~u• · GaJ:VeY _who best 
-

a~eticulat.ed the alienation ·of the black masses.1 His _UNXA 

had a following of about half a mt1lion. black masses. He 

exalted the ~egro • s slack skin anti essuted the Negro that 

his ql<>~iCtJ.s put history tn Aftic::a .offered ~ prQrnt;itig . ' . . ' 

future!!_ 'l.'he appeal had ttemendous influer.ce upon the urban 
' . ' ' ' . • • ' ' ' ' •· ' I 

Neg,oes aarv~y aatiafJ.eCI the tearettings of urban slum .. 

c!\lellets by giving unem as enae of racd.al identity and ·rae-
. . 

f,al pt<ide. Me deprecat~ the 11-ght•btown skins of people,' 

thu• mald.ng blaek the_ standard of good. Rf;!- espoused. eoQ"tani<: 
. ' . ~ . . 

nat 1ona11Srn,l and. urged blacks to suppo~t blaolC_ businesses .• 
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'"'l'he future of tbe Ne~o · therefore, outside of Africa~· 
. . . . . . ' 

spet.l,s .. rutn and cU .. s~ter ... 29 

·By' soetal equality, aa.rvey, eormcti!d the right to 

tnteu mai!J:Y and fratemlee in -every. social way • fle was 

ee~n1y against tbis and gave due credlt ·to Boo'ker T. 

washinqton not to 'have ·asked ·~1e..,roes t.o f!lspf.te fot social 

equality.. ·®l!'vey ealled social equality a "~aee aeotl'oying 

do.cts1ne8 
• He ·ct:t t&oil:e4 DuBois for .asking eonr~~itutlonal 

r!cghts, wblch . a¢:cotdinq tO Garvey .were impossible to &Chi• 
• . • • • ' r • • 

eve in a political set-ul> w-.eb had a wblte majority .• 

Garv~y regar4«t DuSoi's ea a brilliant scholar with b.lgher 
. . ,. . ' . '. 

tnte11eotu4;il e.bll1t1es, but not a bawd worker; 

·DuBois was ambivalent abeut Garvey sn6 ignored tdm 

until late 192o. 'fhe eruta edttct was profoundly impressed 

by tbls exttaordinaty leader o£ men• and aekn.owie:Jged that 

·Garver•e c»opeJe"ation. nuaots thought. this mass movement 

could· stlr people to E!ffec:t the realiaat.ton of his eMn 

4reams of a black econ .. omy. Kowevex, tb6ir: ~Mat :ions could 

"Marcoe Gat'veyt The challenge of Blae'k nat!onaltem", 
taken f~ MeJ.er and Rudvick,· ea., n. 16~ p .• 103. 
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not reatn cot4ta1 to• long,. DuScd.s dld not ask foJ canp.. 
\ 

iete aoalgamatlcm tlh.f.eb oave~y was so mueh opposed to. He 

was Ot'JlOSed to bOU'IO;eneS.ty and wen~ to aee waetal cu1t.ucal 

dlf£.,4mctel J;.l'ea~. He wefusetl f!o be • a atr:.anget" tr1 . · 

mlne own lu)use- • · He d'toM the •ve11.. as the symbol o£ 1'8CI!I!t

lal batri·••a.11 He wee tnf.act aune1at.tttq tbe t.b.(!l)J:p of 

· cultu:ral j1ur:al:hrnf \fhereby people of ··4ivirae backgrouftt!a 

llve. tooe'thet: em a basis of equeltty, justtce amt ha'Ctt10fty. 

Tllia cultutel. pluratian was· ~teje.otect by Vhttes. \'he eli,.. 

ttoo conaannea ki6 reque-.t for aoet.a1 en4 })Clltical (!Qual tty • 

He WQ oonstantly accused of bdq eshamet of bia waee 
sttt! wanttng to be ·a Wbi te mmt.. AUgust Mef.e# 'hea vety 

rl.;btly .eat4 tbat, •tt is krportmt to mte. ho~:, tbat: 

mat~y ttmas ·people, ltftto at hem aoread wttb bte t»iftt of 

vlw. were not. coutageot1t\f, enouott to flout the power st.l\1 .... 

etul'e beth w.l. tbf.n aQti out-.:Ule o£ tbe ~o ccnauftlty ·es tle 

4ld~ .• ! 2 

DuSOla 'baed the :Q)le of beino a soctel action lea<~!> 

ae.-., A $eblSP'1 bed. developed w1tbtn the Nlagata MerVanent.' 

:Du901r.a. eeem·~ uoebte tc convtne Wt.lllatt~ MoU~:oe T~ottec·.end 

others to lieaol•e th-eic 4lffe~ence(h; ·The cMel reason for 

31, •. 

a a~ 

,• ·'. 

l!Wlt p~ 399. 

AUgust. Mete~.· n." ~;; p.3"1~ 
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the tltffeJ:E'!nces was DuEbta• •Patadox'·.,,33 Hte propagand~ 
always moved into two directions ..... integrationist and Negro 

nationalist. ~though be said he spoke for tbe Negro race; 

he made no genuine attempt to discover the desires of ·f:bese 

peoplo, ot to encolll"age them to adopt hia 1t!eolog1cal posi

tion. 

The N.A,A.c.P. aeclded to confine its activities to . 
the 1mertcan race problem. It gave no financial aid to 

the Pan.-Afrlcan movenent aftel' 1921. 

· 'ltiUtfUI'. "· 

. \ 

ll:. 
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- 102 -

S 0 N S .L V S I 0 N 

·'fte J..asue of 1eel!ersh1p in any movement 1$ usually 

~rougbt wttb eont~oversiee. It is dlff1cult. to find Me

tory of a movement that goes unchallenged at the hand$ of 

its c~rltleo in terma of eithet the 1:;ieetics of the movanent 

c:r its leadetel\lp. The subject of the Black Leadership, 

therefore, is no ex(lept:f.on to this phenomenon. The Black 

Americans have been profoundly coneet:ned with the two 

pronged approaches, how to integrate ana 8.$sl.m11ate them

selves J.nt.o the manistream of tbe wh.1temen, or in i:be 

absence of it, how to create theil' own racial excltsi"e ... 

ness that would evoke respect ·en.d ·integrity .of their 1n41-

vidual•se1ves. 

Hence, a query canes to our miftdt when did the 

Blaelc leaderab.lp begin in the United states? since it 1s 

not st~ietly within tbe purview of t.'he present 41eserta

t.!on, it has been, however, touched in the introductory 

ehapt:er. The defiance and militancy that existed among 

tbe Amerlean Blacks at the t!me of the!.: slavary has been 

proved by aeveral sCholars tn. t:eeent times. Due to e. lack 

of organization and pol1t1eal tnabilit.y to voice the~!~~ 

qr!evanees, these Blacks had to, for most of the time, 
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rtmain subdued 1ft tb.ei:r militant posi}ture. But tbe fact 

of their militancy does net get obll.tEJrated m the pi'O• 
0 . 

cess. The ttmes were Clifff.cult and their; r:esou.-ces to 

oppose the p:r:eva11.tng system were extremely limited. 

Un~~der tbe ct:rcumstancea, the Black leadership of ~e 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries could not have b&en 

tU.voree« of this syndrcrne. 

When "1/J.ew~ in th:ts context the J:ole of the Black 

Leaders cluxing .the pe:r1ocl, 19?5·1920, in analysing thelsr 

respective roles ln sening the ·cause of tbe Black .rnaaaes 

remains notewo:rthy. When the institution of slaveQ' came 

to en end., (tn the form of the Thirteenth Amendment of the 

u.s. constitution 1n 1863 effective in 186S)tbe taeue of 

.-emoving soclel..; economic and political barr.ier.s of Blacks 

became the major concern of the Black Leaders • Chief among 

them .beino s~ker T. washin¢cxa an4 w.~r.a. DuBois. 

~ke~ T" Washf.ngton was the ntost l.mportant auoc

easor of ~redel'lck Douglass~. His broad theoretical undel'

standlng of tberace problem was ident.S.Cal with that of bls 

predeeassor: •. Washington t:hought that t!\e race problEm 

would be solved by the elwstion of the Negro if be assi

milates hlmsalf within the WhJ.te Society. He had a tculy 
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national pelt-speetive. During tbe 1890's, .w.s,a. DuBois, 

wb() had not pet come it1t() the lirtle-liQht be11tlrt1ed that 

the Neqto race could be served through lt.s own self· 

developnent end through. tb$ ~will of the Whj,.tes~ 1 
'' 

But, he cu.a not ask. for eanplete aas1m11ation or amal-. . ' . . . 

gamation. He was opposed to hanogene!ty end wan ted to 

see •actal..aultural differences presen-ec!. He r,efuaed to 

bG, 0 a stttanger: in mine ·own house. • He chose the .. vet1•• 

as the symbol of racial btu:rt~rs •••• • 2 

one woula eertaJ.nlr agree with. Howard Srotz ~en 

he W'rites that, ". • .waah!nqtot'l was more then fifty years 

abaad of bts time. Today, es the last veat1gee of Legal 

inequality are being eleared Stfay, it 1e beean1ng a cam• 

m.on view that the fundamental pr:oblEme of the Neg~o are 

• beyond· ot vil d.ghte. • "3 
' 

wasblngtton ve~ rightly understood tbe p~oblems 

that Slavery haS create<! for the Black, and the solut:ton 

a. 

Elliott M. Ru&fiek, w,B1Bt. DllSOJess A st;udf· &n Mino
. ;tt.v groun Lftad§rsl;dR (Phllii!elpbla., 1961~, p. 1h. 

Ibid, P• 298. 

Howarc! Br:otz, etlu 'egto Socia& ,a~ Politj.fal · 
l,bgumt, 1aso-f92qsasie Books, &., Pub I$hers, 
New Yoa:lc,. 1966 , p. 12. 
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l$Y tr. preparirag hi.Jn ·to 'wQrk• •. Ke.dlCI not-want to con

f.use wotk and .. tbe .. at.tetnment of right$. He could under

stan4 tbe . legaey . o.£ Slave~ very e~rreetly_. 

w•£;.9. DuBois' on the 'other bend, muncie~ the 

theory Of cu.ltur:al pluralism, whel'eby. pf!oples Of c.U.ver:se 

backgrounds eould ·live together. He readily e.dmltted the 

cultural tnfertcrity ~of hie ~aea, but he proclaimed bts 

intentions to di:raet the roect to advancement.. DUBot.s, 

ln a mote t adical spirit, put the·· pitirnaty otress upon 

l'ights. But these. rtgbts vare tbe same fo.r both, 

To· Washtngtonl the economic dependence of the Black 

on the Whites was a polit:leel dangel' tO himself~ His 

stand. was a mbture of toughness f.n ordel' to maintain 

e level of friendship of the stronger for· tbe waake~ • AB 

a p:r:aat.ieal man, Wa:sbtngton 1ookecl fonara and not back• 

watd, Wbel'eas, DUBois was sn academic man. He lnjecte4 

among hid followers a spirit of resentment. due to •~ich 

he broke with the N.,A.IbC.P. W.s work es an editor of 

tbe~J:l§.tgwas in defuse of the N~~·s rights. Shortly 

after the tum of the' century'. DuBois became a con.cilla• 

tt·onlst, and pleaded for: the qood-w111 of the wh! tes. He 
. ' . ' 

held Whttes r:eapcnudble fOsr the Negro prOblem. He never 

want:ed to beceme a social action leader. His eSttor!als 
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not only antagonteea, but at'bracted ·attenttonil. His· gaal 

of a 'f()rld . or:ganJ.zation of Re~s ·was a fol\llidable one 

to achtove in tba 1920's. 4 

~sides. one has made mel'e1y an· attempt tn alspley

lng the tnterplay of· soe!~tal forcf!s ·tnat deteunlned tbe 

fate of Blacks ln the -latter psn: of th~ n1rteteenth cet1• 

wry as well as ear:ly. part of the twentieth century. The 

~aeial -cU.sethn!nation and segregation end aeve.ral such 

othec .legal taet1es on ·the ·part o£ tlte whtt.e majority 

against Blacks; assumed new dimensions. Hence, both •s 
the Black leaders, SOok.et: T. Wash11igt:on and w.E.a. DuBof.s 

took ~e1J: respeotive positions !ft. detert:f.ng tbe t:a.eial 

btes from tbe rntnda of white peopl~~ 

Howeve:ei l:xJth• had theie limltatlons tn fulfl111ng 

their ~als. Booke.w: T:. Washington sened the Black eause 

at a t.ima wh~fl the r lg.tdtt.y of sou~etn Whites aa well as 

the .rsclel b!aa of the \4h1te, in general, was uppea:most. 

The pet:iod between 1876.-l900 witnessed ~e vor:st of racial 

aegregatiQn tn the £oJ:m o·f lynchituJs, · · ~tat boy eotte, Jim 

Ct'OW' Laws, Ku Kl"" tcran and several otbe*" motles of po11t1.;,. 

elimiaa;tions •. 

1. Rudwic:k, n.- 1, P• 301 .• 
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Wha.teve.r tnav. be the v1e~po1nts and. Wbatevel' the 

t.!.rtt:leal cwaluaf;ion of these two personalities at the 

bands of .others, one cannot gloss over the fa.et that they t 

botJj\, sezved their people w.f.th an untt:rtng seal. The 

tactic:a and approaches difterec! but so cliffe:red tb@ times 

1n lllbleh both the leaderc car.t:.t.ed out. their ~eepective 

missions~ The Slacka were subjectet! to a deep d<Mn l'&C• 

tal hatred by the White Socl.ety, hence ~- br!ng them out 

of such a racial acrtmony wae not an easy task. washing

ten was faeeB w ttb this d11enma.. His contJ1l:llt1one, t.bsre

fot:e, have to be viewed against th&se odds. one must 

aa.y that te thft extent tt was possible and to the ·&gree 

1t was feasible, h@ made a deep impact. on the minds of 

Whitenen in u~r&d!ng the Black rae@!. · And !t was not a 

mean achievement. 

To ~901s# belong ·the credit of creating e great 
' ' 

.racial -pride and t.he revival of a .l'ich past bertt!aga of 

tbe Bleck people. He vas the £ trst man who ml11tant.ly 

opposed any intellectual or raeiel inferiority attributed 

to his r ace. DuBois bell.Wed that a Black man need not be 

dofens1ve of his ~aetal background 1n a Whit& .American 

Society. A Slack man esn, instead, £o:rthr:1Qhtly attack 
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any atCb ·notion- no mattl!:'t what be the price involved in 

the process. .DuBois alsO underwent htf!9 ideoloq1ea1 ·trans

fotmation from early period. to the latter, as polnte~ out 

earlier. , He neve~rtheleas, ranatned eanmlti:ed to_ the 

eaua$ of socially end economteally ~rivet! people of the 

Unitetl States - majo¥tty of Whom were the Ble.ek people .• 

'l'o t'ha~ •tent, oru! must give full el'edit to his notable 

contribut.f.ons tn reaping e r!dl .harvest of h:1s mission in 

serving ble community. 

'. 

tiona. He we:a a pioneer in Negro reseatc'h. He 1r1as an 

Smpottant boos~er of, Negro morale. 

Thua the two personalities Booker T. Wasb.!ngt.Oft 

and w. s-. B. DUBois vue, beth, ideological as wttll as pnc• 

tU:al in the-it formations,. 1'hey were botb exttacrdtnar-ily 

.1!'-efleetive men. The final solution 1$ one whiCh would 

be an ultimate standard to guide and perfeat, social and 

politieal life. · 

*'******* 
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