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10 TRODUCTION

Bettornent of conditions of humen living hes
andsudtedly baen the dominent thenme wnderlying *the
fncossent changecbility of bhumen society.' (1) History
beors testicony to the fact thet socloties thot bove
chenged much provide sxelted conditions of 1iving thon
socioties that hove romeined relatively stegnent, The
prosperity of the chenging soelet{cs of the Westy end,
the poverty of the eompsretively stubborn mné steble
socleties of the sest are glaring aianples to this effect,
The economic wollw-deing of a zoelety 13, thus, roleted to
its propensity to oshenge, Be it simple trencformotive
process like svolution, progress or slightly eompleaxs
developnent, or nost complexs modomization, tho theme of
inverisbly all of them s *chenge' heneo the inferences
‘the economic well~being of o soctety 13 rolsted to 1t
medomization!

48 e concept perteining to no more then o process
of change, modcrnization has come to bo doesteged by o most
of sceningly anrgsolveble eontrovorsies amerging out of
the 'two dominent t1deslogles of our times « Morxison end
Copitolism' (2) One tries tn define 1% oo 8 otrnetursl
chenge vhile the other scoks o intorpreot 4t in torms of
eultarcl change,
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(1) Devis, Kingsley, 'Humen Soclety’' Deilhis Surjeot

(2 g&bliaatim::a mmé p=521.

[ 2 ingh, Yogendre z0oys_on Hod.rnizotion Indsst
How Dolbls Honoher B5 Sorviee, 1978, ix;’i.& '
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Our study 13 on 'Politicol elites end Modernizotion
with speciflt roference to Rpjosthen' whose objeztive is ¢
1ink the palitical elite with modernizaetion, ond foeus on
the debacle of the former to geore-np the progress, ot lepst
econoumie, of the soclety,

Kseping in view the purpose of our study, inoteed of
getting unduly trep;ed in the definicional qqagmira of modernt-
zetion it seemg more odvisedle $0 strike o halmce.beuwen
the tuo ooncaopts. Structure gnd ealture being the tud popesto
of soeloty, svery ehafige to oceur in 2 socicl-setting hos
to bé essantislly initiated ot the level of the former 1.€.,
stracture (3). Once initistod 1t (chenge) encompesces the

soeloty in totollitly.

How, initiction of chenge at the level of struoture
inovitebly colls for mobilisation of eertain res-urees which
remoin under eoatrol of only s choicest few (4) ~ the
politicel eiite « emangst the entirs popalation,

Ye, thus, sce hov Indispenscbly the politieonl elites
»f a adoelety are roleted to its (socioty) change, I 10
presisely this rolotionship between tho politicel elite cnd

‘chenge' thet is sought $o be explored in this studys The
'struetarc' only renders the chenge evenma}\. but it is finolly
the ealtarsl cspeet that tums this eventuelity into prectiec,

-
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(3 Am3o,Rem, 'Politicel Bliscs end Modo m;z ont, Dolhis
meé’w:}s hi P “‘i%gnm ,“;19’?:3 Pl 2540

(4)  “tgwtvery~R.M. & Pego, Col., 'dooiecyn tn Introduetory
Mclys13” Hodrosss Moemillen Co, of Indle Ltﬂ-tlgmngo




In other vords, whils the former preppres the body the
lottor gives 1ife to 1%,

The scute socio-economie, regionel end eulturel
diversity of our soclety cells for our elito-dominoted
demooracy ¥ 2ive sgqusl end just ecttention to the fa!f-
verying regiongl intoresta, OGiven tho megnitude of this
diversity this becomes en slmst impossible task, But
the nosessity of hendling this tnsk keeps fruasirating the
poiiticel equation of tho country,

In addition to the chove pdversity the eomtry is
foced with a mdst problemetic sitnetion vhere 1ts strue-
tarsl progress is eoncemed, Owing to lock of requisise
lovel of copitsl, Imow-bow end skilled men~-pover, sur
society hos much of 1ts rescurces 6ither unutilized or
undere-utilized, Ye sre thus ocnly in the trensitionsl phese
of development, iWhat we nced is not merely ecconomic progross
bat positive end mocningful oltermtions in sll spheres of
our 1life, But this is possible only when we have pequired
nece.sery lovel of economie prosperity, Hovw vitally our
politicc) olito belng wmdenicbly the 'vielders of pover!
gre reloted t9 the problem of our infrestructurel developmet
15 well eamprohonded by Seehidenend eand Lol why notey “at
eny rate, the politieal elite in tho undop doveloped e untries
have hed o deelding voice in detormining the poth of development”,
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(5)  But to O8F ntter dfaspjointment the role of these
eraclolly significent 1ot « tho prliticel elite - in the
progress of our socioty hzs been rether condemncbly negotive,
1t 15 no less eonspicuous how, instesd of soting oo e |
'éulleceivity' end sineceroly chennelizing thelr energles

to the couse of development, they sre eftor nurturing their
personal interests indulging in mrm;}tﬁn, socezsionist
end soporetist apetivities, feoetionslism, cesteism end
perschiolism ote. The wiong, however, dnes not solely rest
vith the politicel elites slone but it bosieslly 14es In
the verious systems - soofal, economie, p2litiecsl, eultural
ate. « of sur soclety. The purpose of our present study

o thus to tyest the politicel elites in reletion ¢o the
poiisicel system, its attributes cnd 183 processes, emd,
fermerts foilure in delivering the goods,

Keeping in view the sensitivanses cnd vzatness of
the ebove purpose whet ic focsidle 1s to muke the study
only st e maml = level,

A8 this study heo solely ¢o drav on seocondary
sources, Rejasthen hes boan chosen to be otudiced preeisely
bocousc edmpered to other states there is sn cbundenca of
cuthentie studiecs on the state's politics in relostion o
its developoent,

ltmatsq L3

: 2.,Ks Bds, 'Elita cnd develo '
(5)  Seonidmend d Loty Susiioning THiitaPho-pots JERMS



- Besides, Repjeothen is o socioly vhero arigtocretic interests

been

heve refgned supreme for centurigs together, This intercsting
foet provided further temptetinns to prompt the study.

Tre study bos been divided ints os meny es %hapt&a.
fhe<£i§;£ienaptert 'Ferspectiva'on Elita,a Deels st length
with tha Claecssiesl, plurelist nd Marxien notions of Blite,

411 theso theories have been gptly controstod end compared

to the extat to contrive o generel and memningful dofinition
of elite, The eclasoicel theories seck to define *elite’ oo

the chnicest pesple endowed with superior psycholagiesl
ottributes ecompered to tho inferior populnee, The Horzien
apptoech 08 4t 4s {nflextbly committed to 183 tradition of
'goononic determinisn' odjudges tha elite as mers cgants of

the brargevisie uvho owing to tholr dominent position in tho
taystem’ of production' cshne to domineer over the entire supore
strugtarsl system of the soclety, |

The &!f‘;é chopters Tndcrsiending Modomisetion.s
Perspestive ~ {s devoted to the cccessible gemut of thedries of
modernizetion. The 'Tradition vorsus Modfornity' question in
rolation to modernizetion hes boen pinepointad, 24nd, 1t hes
onaranaly tried upon to define modemization in o relevent
end@ procise wey, Kueping in view the damznds of the present
atudy modornlzetion hes been sHught to be interproted in torns
of 'structurel veriebles' i.e, Bconomy, Culturs, polity cto.
of the soclety,

cﬁnwwua -50...,
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An effective attempt hsos besn mede in the thied

chopfor 9 explore thrugh seedndery srurees the asocisl,
econonte, cultursl, ofducetionsl, znd politicsl sto. bocke
grrand of the 0ld end the new legislators of Bpjesthm since
tho beokgryund of the politicel elite haes o definite soy in
bhils funetioning.(6)

The Cm{am chepters 'Porty Policies and Blite' seeks
to disecrn the nature, form and bockground of glmost an
prliticol portles which hove proved of soms consequates in
stetwpalitlca, snd, to study tha vorisus, slites thot
daa:inpte these poliitical orgmizetisnc. Besides, 4t hes bean
andegvonred to highligzht tho compeiltion betwesn different
political orgenizotions as o rosult of the emflicting
fnterosts ehax;:?ﬁy representg,

The KpSbtk chapters 'Ceste, ela-r, faootionelism end
prlitles' concelves to enelysze the role of ceste, class mnd
foctionalism in the stete » polities. The questions “"Caste
Henipuletes Politics or it 1o politics which mentpulete
epste" hes boen dlscussod ot length, Fuerther, the raeslity
of ‘ceste end eless overlepping' in reletion tn polities heo
also reccived our due sitention. This chopter ednld heve
boen ovolded but keeping in view the efta;uve infinemeo thot
caoto, cless end footinnolisk exereise npn oon tanporiedus

0,'*“00?. LA



prlities, 1t would heve bean rother s fellure on our port

not to incorporate 1¢ ints our stady,

¢\,ud:

In tho afrbh and the lost ehopters 'HMndernizotion,

Polities ond Elite’, en onerous etiempt is mede 9 assess
the seononmie progress of tho provinee over the lost fow
deeccfies, in the first plsee, cnd, seeondly, to relste this
progre:s t the stote politics end phlitiesl elites,

The conclusive part of the study secks to pinepnint
the dddecle of the state politicel olite in ushering the
necded progress of theo province,

{8) Ses Hitrz, SeKe & Singh, Y.B, 'Socinl _Cleus_tnd Balicf
Systens in_tho Inficn Politicol” BYYtei /n cxylorotory

stady of the Interactions of sttitudes, Tdeslogy cnd
Perty Identificotion’ in Sechidencnd & Lol, LA.Ke 585,

'Sl{to cnd Devolopment, few Delnis Conecpt Publiching
L T %’ PEe %f



CRBAPTER =41

PBROPEGTIVS O ELIIS

Blito hos been unquostinnebly premordiel in society
as ¢ giguctic soclo=politioccl reclity {rom timoe millinie,
<society hos tarndled o long mnd t9ilsome woy from prime-
velity to modernity; simplicity to complexity fremqently
verying in form, end, so hes trevelled slong tho reality
of elite o5 en fneviteblitye. Though not too Airestly but
this reelity finds s mentioﬁ even in the corliest 1itorpe
tures of history.(1) Uhether diseovored or undiscovered,
the abjective roelity persists. Bliteo ss o 1litcrel torm
might bo eontemporenedus in its origin but the ‘*raplity?
4% tends to desipnete or refer t5 hos en untracocble
entiquity bohind it,

It's only since the tum of the last century thoet
tho phenomenon of olité cemo to sttract tho pttention of
the esntamporery sociel and behavisural sciatists of tho
wvest (2) hence o prodigions potronege to 1ts study by
thet both ot empiricsl end eoxcoglsatisnal levels,

(1) The Vefins espseislly the Yajur Veds, end Mphchhoraths
bolicved 9 be literaturcs depleting the soctety existing
rughly three thousend yeors from nov emtein frequent
referencos to kings end werriors hoving suporior socioe
poyeiniogicol attributes compored to the messes,



As & eomsequaree, the gtudy of elites m&ay bes gainsd a
wrlédevide populerity.{3) Vhere these intemporsto studies
heve undenicbly vitelly eontributed toverds brocdening the
ercne of soclpl seienees, there they haove elso somowhet
blarred thoir (socicl selencen) vision by erecting unprocos
dented definitionsl queguire prolifercting nutborous symonyms
of 'elite' exheling entogonistie theorfes « o gruree of severa
tn:allectuol rift eond promiseunsty.(4)

The vory first occurecnec of the word 'elite' is treced
back to g5 ecrly es 15th cantury A D, In a FPranch Dictionary(s)

to rofer ¢» no more then a moro t'ghoico?

(2) Bh-roay L7, "l'ge Theortes g§ E;;gg' in Sachidenend
end Loly AdKe, o "Elite end Dovelopment", ow Delbis
*Concept Publishing Co., 1973, pp. 9-28,

(3) Horvick, Dupine, ed, '52;1%2891 Deo ;a%em Makera!
Noev Yorks The Free Press o excde, 1951, p - 21,

{4) GSvornker, R,C, © tive
for the §m§y'ofh§§%i¥
1980, p = 1o

(5) "In the siztoenth emtaury, cccording to Bémund Fugnet
'‘Dictionaire Ag 1o T.engue frencolsce du selziene sem{e'
the vord clite simply meant "a e¢knice” {(choix) moted
by Bottomere, T.Be ' 1ites 6 nd Tdaenloay’
in Lenemwskl, 0. 'Some Hefieotions S stay o
Blitesy Amoricen Entorprise Inctitate for Pudblie Poliey
Regecreh, June 1975, p = 253,




(chkoix tn Freneh), A century leter, tho word In the seme
lenaguzge wos employed to meen coxcodities of porticuler
exccllence.(8) S5till loter the word turned to be en
exprassion for 'suporior sociol group'.(7) r quite o
eonsidorebly long tinme the vord with cll of its connotow
tions end denotstions remeined o pacific stirsetion for
the glossographers only, It 414 hordly succoed stiil
18th entuary in enticing the genius of the scholers to

explore the bletent reglity it referred to. It wes only
in the second helf of the ninteenth centary theot the tslents

of tvo Itolien intellectusl celcberties Vilfrodo Poroto
- ond Ggeteno Moseo (8) owmld discorn 15, Coincidentolly,
the dovelopment of the clite theories fostered by Paoroto
end Hosco follows tho emergence of Marxist tdeoleny. |
Horelethos (9) opines that emergenee of elitist thoory
veS a regcetion tn the evolution of Marxism es o ideology.

CLI&:@S!&AB E‘k!ﬁ - Emﬂm!
This seetion concists of enunciotions of Viifrcdo
Parcto ond Gacteno !oscee To ovince thot Peroteo bhes

(G) Bﬂtwﬂ'&l‘e‘ r.B., 09' 6180, 992530
(7 Mvid,

(9) Herclembos, M, & Hereld, R.ll,, 'Sociologys Themes cnd
Pergpeotives', Delhis Oxford University Press, 19R0,pe1n7,



employed the torm 'elite'! borely etymlogiceclly is
substentisted by the feet that he uses the torm es

a Consummaete Crunterpart of the Itelien word tAricto.
crazia' meening "the strongest', *the most anorgotie’,
end 'most copehle’ « for good aos well os evil™(1n),
The sole eriterfon to become eolite, oceording to

Perato, is to score highest on seoles messauring eny
soeisl velue or commodity such ps power, riches end

Inovledge, (11) Zxecllence in sy 1018 1,8, art,
raligion, politics, sconomy eﬁ,, providss fone* the
aecess to the position of olite, In other words,
poszession of en outstmding attribute such cs chorishme,
riches, knowledge ete, by en individusl or o group is
g1l that s required for the individual or group to
aseors highest on the soeclsl seple hence t form o

glite, "The sutstending ideo in the torm slite,
according to Porets, is superiority™(12) implying

that ell those who eonstitute the higher stratunm in

(10) Shama, L.We *The Theories a§ ?%g g ;ggrg and
Relovenge! in Sechidenend en

Blite en Developmmt' Now Delbiz *CGneege Publishing
Co,, 1979, pp - O=28,

(11) S8ec Sharma, L.W.'s footnote (1) Op, eit. p-25

(12) Parego, Viifreds, quoted by Rem Abuje, "Politic
Bliges 'ggg Madetg’ggm tbe Biher cl%é%&%‘g’

Heorat: Meenskshi Preokashen, 1975, p - 10,




soeloty pre essentlolly clite, To reduce the genersiity
of this concept he classifies 'elite’ into 'governing’ end
‘nnegoveming' (13) ones, The former vafors to individuels
dircetly oy othervise responsible for pnlitiesl governence
while the latter perteins to paople who excel thems 61v0s
in the fields of cconomy, mﬂﬁure, eduoetion ete, bdut are
not responsible for politicel governence. Poreto further
divides the *governing - elites' fnto *lions end foxes' ~
ane replscing the othor o5 o bistoricel inovitedilicy in o
continued process termed s 'eirculotion of clftes' in

his phreseslogy. It 1is this ‘eirculetion (of olites)
meﬂr&mg to Paretn, which fosters o nyried ohenge fa tho
brocder soeoiel ~ setting.(34) Tho cotegoricotion of
goveming clice into tws types f.6., Lions cnd foxes 1s
indeed on the bosis of personel ottributes, The linms

by virtue of their ehoractoristies thet of taking firm

end direct cetion tend to rule by fores, Hilitzry dletotor-
ship is en inctenes to this effcet, Mnlike with tho 1i9n,s,

it 12 cunningness i tgeties to menipuloto that estebllsoh
the foxes aos rulers, Baropoon demderecies cre expedfient
exemples of this typo. (15)

(13) Porotn, Vilfredo, 'The Mind snd 3o0cioty', How Yorks
Bereourt, Broce & C0., 1035, V0l, 111, pj = 1427-24,

(14) mid’ Pﬂmz?ﬂ
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This mokes eonspieunus the fact that Porets supports the
peyehnlogicel besis of olito « rule,

Oseteno Mooce unlike Poreto conceivad to bring the
torn ‘elite' in%s o conscise gnd restricted 1‘33 to rofer
only to the ruling cless. (18) Inveriebly ell societies,
nntes losco, hoVe twd distinetively iuportent oclasses »
'the raling end the raled! - the former nusioriceally
insignificent eonmpored ¢ the (numeoricel) preponderence '
of the latter but surprisingly enough 1t 15 tho stotistieally
frogile othervise egileo ruling minority vhieh sudjugetes
the mejority to 4ts superordinstion c¢ppitelizing on the
privileges of powér., Hosee $90 1ike Pareto spesks of the
quolitotive elasvage betveen the massoes ond the elite
pslding thot 1t's the lottor's intslleemtusl, metorisl
end morol Superiority thot empowers them to govern the
former vhich romeins noturslly devoid of this singalor
posoession, He, mwever, tolks of an gppropriaste interage
tion between the c¢lito ond the non-eolite,

But unlike Puretn Moses 4ilspleys grest concern for

the ssureo vhere this 'superfority' cemenates from.

(15) Horolcmbos, M. & Herold, R.ls Op. oit., P - 108,

(13) loses, Geeteno, 'The Fuling Clogs', Wew Yorks
HeOrow-Hill, 1839, P=50.



This 'supsriority’, according to hin, is "o product
of saeisl background”, (17) For bouh Poretd ond Moses
elitc 1s o graup thet bas e unguestiongble say in govemoaed,
In reazmapecﬁm, Paretots *ciraixlatian of olites’
dees, by no mecns, cnconpess tthe middlowcless? 'xéhcs'é
signifiecence in boing rceruite’ to the elite 45 quite
genuinely pofnted aut by Masaes,
Gactono Mosea's assertive view thot ‘orgmizetionel
¢bility gronts pover! eonvinced his diseiplo Re‘bérs Hicheln

- most resulting in Latler's eloguent reessortion that

"tho very stracturoe of iy orgenized sneloty gives rise

o e elite”. (18) To Hichels orgenizetion meent nothing
more then angai'ehy, Inis sssumption led him to propound
e low nemely 'the iron low of oligerchy? that pertains to
consumnate sociel orgenizations. Stadying mdem sociolist
orgenigations of Buropsc whose orgmizing « principle is
1tsclf © entegomicze o0ligerchic trands, he hypothesizes
thot of vhatever kind end fHrm o soctal orgenizotion s

1%t 15 cortein to hove the tecinieslly indispenscdle

(17) Herglomtoa, M, & Herold, R.M., Op. cit, P-109,

(1)) 1liiehels, Fobart, 'Pa‘ r e
8 tudy of the Olipgoret

)
_M'mmm Tbe Freo Prms, mm..




- A5 =

lopdership which ovolves within the orgenizetion quite

sponteneously end remeins sut of control of tho messes,
The reslity, therefors, he srgues, 1s thet of 'Minority
Rale’,

Though tH0 {ndireetly Mex Weber points oo the
reslity of elite in bis eulogy 'claas, status and pover's.
Pover, according to Weber, {inds 1ts ultimeote sexprossion |
in domin:ztion, md ell politicel daninctions Loply o
fundgmental relotionsbhip of commend end obedionce, Sinee
the teborien eoncept of pover is that of 'cdnstmt-ﬁm'( i9)
leening thot emunt of powver 0 beo constant, power 4s held
by en individuel or gronp %0 the extent that 18's not held
by others, It is the majority then whiech is eotmended by
the minority by being froed to cdhere to the views of
the Lgtter, OCtats as 2 political vstmeeure is the oot
suaiteble instence to this effeet uhich with a'viev o
meintein its order mnopolizes the legitimate use of
pbysicol foree, (20)

Undorstendingly enough, 1f only the *'Oonstente
Sum* esneept of pover tn1ds true then only, logleolly,
the existence nf en elito in tho Gominstion - obedicnce

(19) Eﬁrlemhaﬂg . & Berald, Rbmng ope aits P=D2,

(20)  Meber, Max, 'W .
r zation ew Yorks Free Fross




reletionsbip with the noneclito in tho totel sociolw
setting, 1s eventusls. Once the enncept 15 questioned

the fatae of the logicslly derives proposition perteining

tn th. oxistence of en olite is unprodietshly endengered,
Honoe but Taleott Persons rejects the 'Constentedunm' eoncept
of pover snd develops a 'Verigble-Sum' (21) concept thet
regerds power es gomothing possessed by siwmey 08 B
‘whole, Heralsmbos quotes Poraons es notings "As sach,
pover 1s o generglized feeility or resnuree in the soctety,

In porticaler, 1t s the cepocity to moblliigze the rasources
of the soclaty for tha ottsinment of gonls r whizh g
gaerol publie eomsitment heos been msie, In this sease,

the curunt of power in soclety 15 measured by the degres

to which oollective goels ere resliszed, Thas, the greatoer
the efflcolency of a soelol system for achieving the gosls
dofined by 1to manbors the more power exists in sociaty".(22)
Pover, visved from this functionelist poraspective beers but

11ttle hope for tho melysis of elite in terms of pover in
modsm democraeics.

Andre Betoille's crisicicm of Ueber is most fitting
in this context, De notess “Weber belisves thet elaoos,

(21) 1Ibid,
(22) 1bid, PeDY,
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pover end stetus ere closely interdependent, but none

of these ecould be fully expleined by the others,(23) Let

as nov turn w0 some of tho contemporencous studles on elits
based on empiricism, Referring t olites, Colc informs of
"groups which emerge to positions of losdership ad influence
ot every soclel lovel™(24), Tho term Yelite', according

to hm, wes broaght into use t» ovines the superiority ond
exelusiveness of persongl roletionships. Floyd Honter's
proposition that the olites tended to be sociel, politicsl

enfl economie leaders was besed on en interview, thot he
hod eorried in g city of the U.S, on itz elites, This

untimotely 1¢4 him to conelude thet cccess to power in one
sroa mokes possible one's entry into enother ores t00,(25)
George Cotlin's 13 o rare opinion cbrut the elite, He
belteves, in o stete all tho Ccbinet Members, C1vil Serven ts,
perty hoaods, industrisl touses, cxecutives end influentikl
pedple who cen impresc upon the decision - mekers esoenticlly
form en elite, (23)

(23)

(24) ole, G.D.H,, "Stndies 4n
gﬂutiedge cﬂ& Ragaﬁ "'

(26) Hunter, F, 'Comm . AS
DeetsoloneHgkeras’, Uhoppel b niversity ol forth

oro 16 ?!'333’ 19530

(23) Catlin, 0,E.0., ' enp tieat, University of
Toronto Press, 1 s Per



O TRMPORATEIUS STITE-THEDRIESs

Compsred to Paretn's end Hoses's thenries,
C, Uright 1{l1s' version of e¢litc theory is reletively
less enmmpaséing in mognitude sinec 1t is 1limited to
Amerioon Sneloty of 1950's. Rejecting Poretn's elitew
rule fnevit:bllity end dominetion doctrine, IHills ventures
to enelyze olite rale in parely institutionel terms
rother then payehologicel. Raling out the hitherts
populer vievw of gualitative suyeﬂﬁrﬂy of clito vigwp=

vis the messes, he signtifies th:t the stracturs of fnstie
tutions 4s such thzt those at the top 0f the institutionsl
hiewréhy lorgely monopolize power, "Corisin institutinas,
socording © him, occupy ¥ey positions in soetety, ond the
olite oompriso thuso whn n1d 'esmmend poots? in thoge
institations"(27. He 1dentifios three pivotsl institations
hence three kinds of elite in the Amoricen gociety of
1950's viz mejor corporations, the militery nd the federsl
govt, os institutions a» prolifersting threc sotegories

of clite - ocononmic, military end politicel. These elites
together in practice form o single m}.ﬁg ninority - the
pouver olite - boceuse the getivities aend intorests of
these elites erc similsr end intersonnected, Discoming

(27) Berslombos, M & Hersld, R,M,, Op.cit.,, P=1l0,



.
ths militerizn noture of Americea copitsllsm of 1050's We

| ovinees hou the interests of the politiecl, sconomic end
©111tery elites vore together served by using militery pover
ogeinst the enemy (Jopan, in 1945) in the £irst plees, cnd,
seeondly, by selling out orms in the intemotisnsl merket,

To be preelise, Mills defines power-clite "as those wio
oecupy the eommend posts”.(28)

Tnidke o1l of bis predecessors Lasswell eones ap
with en ocltogother new end convineing interpretetion of

¢lite, His is o porfestly ntilitarien theory (of clite)
for he gess the clite as primerily intorested in oppro-
priating vhat there is %5 appropricte, "Influentisla"
is o term ho emplnys ¢to danote the 'appropriators’ nd
8ll thot is worth ap.ropristion ho Colls them ps values,
In his own vords, "The influentiels ere those who get the
most of what thore is ¢ get"(29), 'All thet ip vorth
opyropriction’ or bosie 'voluest, to put in ostrioct
Looswollien phresedslogy, ore thress doference, ineome
end sefety. "Thoge vin got the most of these valyes ore
ghe slite, the rost ore tho megses” (20).

Uﬂtversity Press, Gol axy sduion, 1959, Ped,

(29) Lesswell, HeDoy P b 2225 »,, 8 1450V
"The prliticel uvriting 11 'f.a*aswen Y
nunois: o Fpec Press, 1951, Pnze%.

(30) Shegrms, L.¥. in Sgehidenend & Lol, A.K, BAg,
01}0 ‘ﬂ!tt, p"’lgﬁ
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Tho gp,ropriction of these valuses natarslly
provides tho one en aceess o powsr but thero greo lorge
verietions in oppropriating thess velues, Among the
influenticls themsolves there wuléd be o struggle ¢o
oppropriete those volues., As o esn:0quencs, sHmge wnld
appropriete more, others less, ULeosswell, thag, telks
of e trichotonized power structure « mexicum power with

the top elite, less powar with the mideolite, ond finnlly,

least pover with the mosses,(31)

Bottomore's enalysis of elite 1o plain md simpls,
Politicel oless mnd prliticel leacdership oro the tw toermo
he hes mede frequént end neaningful use of tn pefer O two
different realities., Borroviag the ternm fron x%uaaa/ Bottoore
meens by politiesl class ell those grupes which oxoreize
p21iticsl power or influence, ond sro enfeged in tho struggle
for politicel leadership., Uithin o politicol olass, proe
prunds Bottomro, exists o cubegmup ~ the pousicai\éute -
eonsisting of individusls who aore in rool possession of
politicel pover to axercize 1t in o society ot & givan time,
{be sphore of politiesl olite eireamser{dapmonbers of the
govt., edministretive porsonnei, militcry leeders, cnd in
sote cosos, pPliticelly influentizl fzmilies of royelty,

(31) Lesswell, H. & Keplen, Ae 'Boycr cnd Socioty!
How Havens Yolse Tniv, Press, 1950, Fe. 201=202,



sristocroey, indastriel h-uses ond other sennomie onter-
prisos. "The polisiecl elass, therafore”, uwrites Boltomore”,
1s eomposed of meshers »f graups whieh may bo engeged in

varying degroes of edoperction, eompotition or eonfliect
vith esch other”(32),

Elgizes from the stiributive viewpoint of Meisol,( 33)
heve coertein quelities - tho thres 'Cls « group ednsclousw
ness, cohsfenco end conapirscy (mesting comuon will to
oetion) . |

In the resplendent enlogico of meny o seholer ve
find resferences to verinus ppproaches ¢ the tdmtifi-
cation 21{ elites whieh, though by impliecation »nly,
fecilitate a3 in omr quest for s geneorel “efinition of
elite, The approachas oros the 'Positisnol', the 'issuce
porticipetion', ond the '“cputationsl'ones, The first
thot 45, the positisnel epprosch 1dentifies elites as
those 'holding positions of suthority ocotually meking
keyedesistons vhile ttPsc who donte occupy such positions
don't moke key decisions® (34), The 'issue « porticipetion

32) Bottomors, T..B.,'E;ﬁe% end Sopietyt, Haormondsworths
Penguin, 1973, PF, p B
33)  Metsel, J.H., 'The liyth of ths Bajine Cloosy Onoteno
and

; ta' snn, Arbor, Univ, of Michigen
Press, 1058, P-4, .

34) Bonjeen, C., & Olsoug Delle, "Gomuni? Loeclershios
Dirootion of Reogeoreh”, AdminTstFatiVe Cclence
Qucrterly,

. 1.8, No, 3, Des. 1964, P-282, /. 2R
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apyroach' unlike the first scok to dircetly locete those
éa elites vho 'sotnelly shepo tho decisions?(35) without
obviously cering much for the positions, The third mnd
tho 1ast 1.9., tho *roputetions) epproseh' recognises
"Influentis) persons in the Commanity™ on olites "vho
pley a signifleent role end cen get things dane for the
conmmity"(33).
JHE MARX XMW _PRSPSCTIVES

A1l the elite~thedries thet have hitherto reseoived
treotoent ore coneentrie in one vey etleest thet inverichly
ell oppose the Merxien epproech to the interpratotion of
elito, This intoresting fect corbines in port with the
nogessity of rovieswing reoleovent morxien litoroturc as 18
bes como to ac?/u:re considereble purport in social selenees,
Tho economie 1afrastruetures of o soclety is the bBosie

structure dotermining all other socictel components « religion,
calture, politics ote. - tormed in striet Morztion phrooedlogy
gs supor =~ strueture, 9"The forees of production in oll
strotified societios cre ouned end controlled dy o fov 1.6,
minority"(37). The existence of such e privileged minority

(23) { ; Hunter, ?., Op. oit.

Angel, R.C., ILMW Amord
eitles", Ameriecn Journsl of Soe ws’y. TXTY,

July 1951, pert 2.

(23) ™14, |
(37 Horelembos, M. & Hersld, Relly, Ops 01t., P=10l.
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in o soeiety implles prosaee 9f o porallel mojority

doprived of ownership end esntrol rights vhick in vindicetive
of sneiol inequality. Tewney asserts thot "dispority in

the ownorship of weslth 13 one of the ehief reasomn of
inequelity in polities”(238). Polities 1s ohout power(30),
ind, "the siurce of pover in soelety 1lies in tho economie

infrastruecture"(40)., And, sinee this aconomie infrestracture”
(@IRRRAIUBH2E4588 1s Gomincorcd by o minority, this propertied
minority hes eoccess 40 power, thas, beconing the 'raling
cless'{4l) to use power as o coercive means to furthor its
own interests by 'foreing the subjectecless ¢o submit t9 a
situstion which ig ageinot £¢s (subfect class) interasto,

The forn in which tbe {ndividuels of e ruling oless, ‘Marz
argues, 'assert thelr comzon intoreats ﬁ: tho state' (49),

(38) Tewney, R.H, 'Eounlity', Londons Allen end Tnvin,
1078, PP. 583-0%: '

(39) Dowse, R,E, & Hughes, Je.A. 'Politiceol-Socinloay’
Londons Join tley &'Sons, !

(40) Harolombos, M. & Hersld, R,H,, Op. eit,, p~101.
(41) Ihid,
(42} Ivid.



Loski oxtends the argument that "tho main index to tbe
ansture of eny actuel stete is theéysuem of seanonic olass
ralotions vhich cherscterize 1t ond ¢the role of the stoto
is to put coercive power ot the d1sposel of tho eless whioh,
in ay given socloty, owns the instruments of prodaction®™(43),
Poulentzos (44) quintessence of the rel:tionship botween
'stote end brurgesisiet, 1s thoe occpitalist stote, wz;aictx. ho
fcele best serves ihe copitelists' interests. Ubam the
mechors of this ruling cless oro not the resl politiesily
governing elite, % use his terminology. The stote s
trelstively autonomus' from the ruling classe o soms
degrec 1% 15 freo from its dircet influence, indepmient

E& 1ts 41rcet eontrol. He asserts that, Movever, sines
the stote iz shoped by the infrostrmecture, 1t is eonstrained
to reprasent the interests of capitel,

This perspestive vehemently undermings tbe orti-
eulation of elitists! doctrineire by challanging their
besic contantion thet oligarebic slites anjoy uniterfored
independence of sction, unquestionedblo superiority end bigh

cutononmy of atotus, No motter the rulingeciiteos in a

(43) Leski, H.J. 'Morx end Todey', Londons Fedicn Soclety,
Allen end Unvin, 1943, ppe 16*17'
(44) Poulaitzaa, ﬁicﬂs. ' Lhe ’ am of tbe

State in Uiry end
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copitalist sactioty apme from the nonecopitelist oless
they ere but & spontencously submit &0 » sitaation that
solely nurtures bourgeois interests since the bourgesisie
tend to subdue the infrestructurs which glone detormines,
besides other superstructursl components, the fornm,
composition and role of the stetas It 1s indibutably the
‘role' of the copitalist stete vbich s of fundementel
significence to e!:e cless intarests es ceompered to Lts

' form* and ‘eompositiont, I%'s, therefore, insignificent
vhether the stote 15 democratic, #etotoriol or mmar~hiosl
in form nad $o eomposed of mling elites from gong the
masses., What 1s fmportent then 13 thot under ol1 oireamse
tences, 1its role 15 t5 baesieslly proteet the ecopitel
interests, The pa11tfeal elites under the desepibed stoto

are thus en importent 10t peduced to tho stotus of a rudbdber
atemp gserving only o8 indirect egancs of the domincering

Bourgeniscie,

Ihe hypothesizotion econcoived by Poulontsos may
geem dearing overtones since it bosicelly sccks to mdore
1ine high degree of independence and spontenioty of infrose
tructare, but, in foect, 1% cendidly unvoils the psliticel
reolitios reppent in occpitalist gociefies disguloed op
*domoeratie soet-ups’.

A1l the anclo=prliticsl op,ortunities in o ccplitalict
bb | _
system - adult frenehlse, openness of reeraitnent ¢ olite,
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oquelity ~ oricnted legeol gystem etc., = serve pos epprerolus

t» shodow the exploitetive cherscter of tre stote., Contrie
vence of sueh ba;gflgn oprortunitiss, quiescent in spirit end
nonentity in practice, is anyroasmgsusre highly sherceterintie

of the avid eopitolist cless o tarn nunmb end blandish the

explofted mngs in srder ¢4 throttle the sventusitities of
o noxisns eommtion thet moy ceerne from their overstromg

cless eonseiousness,

Haorxiasn soelology, thus, sces elites a3 ¢ mtingene
phenomenon related to9 the naturc of infrestructure of e
sooliety e8 ap;mad to elitisnm which seeks to dofine olite
28 o soclo « phyehnlagieclly superior dut tiny segment of
. population responsidle for eakmg‘mazcr deoisions in society.

Ihis redicel perspective hos obvinusly @ma to be
vehenen tly rspudteted by clitisés as a memt&o;:e thooren
on the grounds thet, first, "Eoonomies rother then polities
15 the determining foree in histrry oné the boné thot holds
goefioties together"(45), end, sesdndly, the Maerxton posta-

letion of "single end uniform daestiny fer 211 snctettesn,

irrespactive of their divergent histories « classlogsnoss,

(45) TDottomore, T8, 'Elites ond Socloty' liidlesexy
Penguin, 1954, pp 24=31, end Porry O, 'Politien)
Liitest, Londons Allen end Onwin, 1959, P-27,
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rotionel enarchy,end equelity end freedom in »11 sphores of
11£6"(48) - is unjustifichle,

Inhe essmee of Morxisn thought is indibutodly
tecononic -~ deterninism' whiech 1s mode use of o3 @ yorde
stick 1n all enslyses but the resalts ore pnover davwid

of logie, vhst alls Marxien fréme of referance in relotion
to politlical &lito is probebly leck of systematic presenw
totion end clerity of srticulation,
SLURALISH WD ELITSs

The andridgedle fissure between slitiom ond Morxism
is only nn the {ssne of naturs, charoctor, end reerattoent
of prliticel elite vhile both seoem placating on the question
of politicol olite boing o minority pocketing pover, The
plurplist porapective, instecd of soccing power solely investad
in 8 defined end eomposite group of olites, Baintoin thet
1t i3 divided omong #arimxs groups in soofety., The plura-
1ists geek to vindiente their stond by axplaining the
munting apeciolization of the division of lobour rosulting

in grouwtb of innumersble end diveraified osoupation groups
esoh with 1ts perticuler interest. "Orgenizetions representing

(46) Singh, Yogmdro, 'Bosoys on Hodemizstion in Indis
Wew Dolhis Henoher, 1978, P ~ 41,

-



porticular interssts in soclely ore knowl es InNterest »
groups"(47. Since most of the populotion een not afford

to participete direstly in polities, their intoreuts are
represented by o reletively smell nusher of peorle. "Poltitienl
eiites ere lesders repraesenting these fnterests end participe-
ting ia the politicel strugzle, -Pover in seen to bo dis~

.persed spongst e plurality of elites which cetivoly compete
with one another 5 furdher particuler interests”,.(48)

Rebert Dohl'y plonesy cpilogue deriving from bis empzitcai &fualj
of ruling olite of New Beven (U.8,4.) that "power 1is

dispersed emong .verieus interes¢=groups ead thot this
plurslity of elites does nal form o unified group vwith
cormon intereats™(49), lend sapport to tha plurclistst
view, Dabl's conolusisn aceruing from o study dome ot
mi-e;t'awasmeture level 15 permested in Amnld Rope's ozsoPs
tion pm:ﬁptze& by his study corried on ot the Hocrostrueturs
lovel thet the U.5.4. 18 not ruled by o unified pover elite
but smong the elite there ere seversl who owve tholr pover

t0 oconomy, several others $o polities, end otill others

(47) Herolembos, M. &% Hereld, R.MM., Op. eit,, P=114,

(48) 1Ibig,

(49) Dohl, Robert, 'uho Oaverns?' Hoew Hovens
Yak Univ. Ptesa‘,‘%‘i‘, .
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who ove their power %o militery ete., (50).

In o nutshell, plurslists eontend thet politicel
elite 15 not o unified phemomaenon dbut a body of {ntercon-

testing segregoted groups,

The specificity of the thoory es avldmegﬁ by the
very foet thet 1t pertcins o highly advenced straotified
societion restrict & 41t from mwmyassmé g1l sooietias
{nclnding 2urse

In 5 nutsbell, the clessienl - theories gosk ©o
dofine oli1te gs & group of people explieitly Aistinguishedle
from the ma#ses owing t» its Saclopsyehologicel Superiority
ever them, Udbor end Persons endesvour 9 explein the
phenomenon of elite ag iIndispensechly relsted to ‘Povert,
Ueber SHeer 'Power' es 'Constent-Sum' hence 1t cen only be
held by a few, While Porsons Secs 'Power' as *Verichle Suym'
end progounds thot it 1c held by society oo o whole, Plurelists

vioy 'Powver’ aa‘bemg phered by muititadinous orgentzations

existing within o soclety hance the hoterdgenous end open
chorzeter of elite. The Marxists eonceive o interpret elite

o0 meroc ogents of the damrgenisis, vho by dint of owming the

meeas of 3oclsl = Production, ore tho recl mmopslizers of povel
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CBAPTESR_ =xII

IDSRILZATION = CONGEPT (MD THS)FIES

TES CMCEPT

The mast fundementsl dynenmism of soefoty ¢ judge
by the Sestlminy of history $s that 1t besieslly represents

an avar-exisﬂqg end on .gamg ellcctivity of effarts eresting
adeptetions and innovations dey in ond égy nat. Broodly
spesking, the animavta purpese of all this is ¢o mgke 'living'
beipler and mré meeningfal. How ‘ehcnge' thus becomas
indigpenocble O socliety, All socleties strive to chenge

for grod, But thoy 4idfer in their propensity to chenge,

And, 1t 19 precisely oving to this difforanse thet there

cre gome sooleties which ore rich end some which ore poor,
The former ere socletics whtch have advenced tecinoeeconomie
system ao hgve high percentoge of litersoy, mydem soimos
end educstion, UWhile the letteor lack those attributes, The
devaelapad socleties have provided 'mndels’ of chonge t the

underedaveloped end developing ones, As a consequoncs, the

'1etzez~ sosioties ere trying their level bast o sapbiatigaea

thetr tcomo=cconomic systen. This chenge desired in the

aconomic~bose hes to Gssentislly agender o chenge in other



sphores » soeln «» palitieel & cultursl of o soelsty, Bvary
society deairious €0 chengo hes diiforent cconanie cnd socioe
poiiticol systom but tho 'ohengos? desired fn the ccﬁmma.a
bose aro miforn in netare trréspec%&ve of the differenecy in
egeh's hiotarieity,

fov the questfon that hos cosrued comtrovarsico 1o
vhother the chove chenges in the coononic beso will tumn every
socioty 1dentionl or zrreapeqe&ve of the vniversolistio neturo
of toclno « cconomie chonges, overy snoifoty eosuld bo chls &
nointolin 1ts tradwhael gtracture og o {oportcat {agrediont
of {t3 1dantity,

Vndernlzation 1o, thns, no less or more them o Dere
proce:s of chenfe thet owlves an tho teslno - cesnocte plone
end greduslly oncompooses tho soeiety o8 o uwkalo, Dut thin
seconingly strofght eoncspt of chongoe 42 not thot cesy ¢ be
mai’aﬂ:ébly diccerned, defincd cné anédorstind, “"HoGomizetion
13 olao cn 1denlogicel concopt. Tho mndels of modornizetion
0osvory vith the obsice of $4wlogics » Horsion end Copitelion
ero $ho two Gominent $4cologios of our timo vhich 2utline two
@és of o continunm on which o maltitude of verilotions on

idanloglecl themen of modarnizotion hove boen frymloted™, (1)

1, siﬁﬂﬁ Y. "3 N 0. LE0R0 S 73 ha 13 T 1
Mensher B ovieo, 197@, P-J..



fhese two sntegonistie 1deSlogles obviously seok 9 define
modernizotion ot contraiictory levels. If one secs it e

8 purely structarsl notion, the other treats $t es5 o solely
eculturel one, Wedded &0 its trodition of economic deternmininm,
the Horxist sociolngy oxplainse modemization In torms of the
struectaral verisbles of a sneity while the coplitisiists explsin
1% in terms of the eultursl nd noretive Lectors,

It 15 besteslly this frresolvchble diehotomius esntro-
veray which bhas rendered the unferstanding of modemization
very complex,

Médemizatim, in the most gamorel sase refers to
but ¢ proeess of chenge., "The composite noture of this
eoneept renders it pervasive &n the vocebulery of sooctel
sciences ond evwkes 1ts kinship with adnee;:ts 1iko *develop-
ment', ’grovtht, 'owlation! end progress”(2) sll of whieh
essen tiolly mesn ‘ehenge’,

ﬁeammgly vexed by this, Horowitz redicelly declores
thet "HModsrnization locks the merit of being o connrept, md,
overy sttempt to define 'mademizetion' in terms of on

operatmnsl set of varichles rosults in the introduction of

2 Ipid,
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now 14ens vhieh hove relstively 1istle to do with ths
originel concopt",(3)

Corbing the litercture on mdarnizetion vhich, oceording
to Y. Singh, 15 but e legion, we confront dozens of formiloe
tions of the eoncept, nemely: the 'Tradition Vs, Modornity'
formalationy *the socio - calturel'; the Marxieng the poychoe
iogicoly the technologicely end the normative formulations
otos Invericbly ell the theonries of madernization praseaat
elther o 'unilinesr universelistic evolutionery® or a
'rolotivistic vidwprint'(4), T be oomprehensive, the former
seekn ¢t» degseribo modernizotion ac o process that wald tum
o1l the socteties of the globe int> o single Mmgmedns miity
petehing « up their soetel, cultursl, econsmie, politicsl mé
historicol differencesy while dn the letter cose A4fferent
sociaties will have d1fferent mydemiszation pottemns in

eonsonencs with thelr respective historiesl sttustions,

The geanercl understanding thot goes sbout modomésation
is thet 1% 15 o process opyosad to tradition os srgues 8,C,Dubes

Modecrnizetion "is agsentially a process - g movament fron
treditionel or quasi ~ treditinsnol ordor t2 cortein dasired
Urpes of tochnology e=nd associeted form of soclel « strusturs,

3. (uotod by Y. Singh, Op, olit,, P=20
4e Ibld.g P = 40.



valnd = orieatotions ené motivations, ond norMms........ modorni-

gation thus $3 not just superficial scquisition of some fesolated
tralts end elements chorecsoristic of the mnre sdvenced cesuntria

Their soleetion in a 1ogicsl order snd somenes, snd fntegration
1ats the cultursl pattem in o wmaiy renifying menner 4o
essentisl™(8). Timugh of erurse indircetly this definition
posks to emete 'tradition' with teomo « cesnonie ond
 eulturel beckwordnassy end justify 'mdemizatisn® os highly
opposed o 'trodition', Oetting hishly eritiesl of Dubets
contention, Y, Singh nétes; "The forrulotion of modemdty
is often also blesed by attempts to seo it 2z opposed ¢o
trodition, There 1s en implicit attrection in Gofining
moderaization throagh such o dichotony. It follows from o
simplistic view of soeigl procosses end completdly neglects

thigtoricity? in modemizetion. Once seience wes similery
eountorposed with religion, wvbich hos felled to drav cone

vietion, end 15 for from the reality. Tredition &s the
very substence through which processes of modernizotion

erticulete themselves™(g), "lddemization", odntends

Chitnis, S.,

5 Bub e, S.C. 't%oﬁcm zotion cnd It's Adgptive D
on_Indien Sacicty 5-: gﬁs. @re, !f@., esoly T.¥,y -‘.’e

B Singh, Yey Ope oit., %22.



Horowits, “mey oven mean o further roinforcoment of treditionsl

stractures™( A, Therefore, thosc whs seek to projoct modomie

gation os e procens wiping out tredition surely prediet o sinple
fote for o1l soclieties undergoing shis process. Tho quintasoaneds
of Jopon end Chino es sncietics undergoing ropid mdernization,

nowvever, bzffle Shis essumption. Thoy ere the sooleties thel
have apﬁly incorporated the clements of modemisation into thelr
typically traditfonal or quaosi - treditionsl systems striking
e bolence between the two, Despite being modern thoy have
stil1l reteinsd thoir troditionsl féaatitye

Regerding the misanderstending that modormnity ts opp0sad
to tredition, ¥, Singh furthor remorkss "The noot esntroriety
betveen modern and traditionocl not saly in terms of soetel
stmetare but nlso veluds end norms 1o lost end is replaced
by o pietare of evolutionery - mltiple trmsformetions, In
such o process of development {t 4s not impossible, nor shoulé
1t surprizo uys, if glering rolo inconsistenocles end cognitive
d1ssocietions oro evident in the doheviou® of moderniged
persons, for matmce, i o porson is cn eninent solontist cnd
yet bolicves in omens ond ocatrology. W ny mind such o

‘modemn' soclety is impossible to cmorge end doses not so for

7’ Quﬁtﬁ hy 31&331' Y‘Q' OP. Qib., P«vi’gc
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axiot whero there 15 no inconsiatency in thinking cod behe-
vioud"(8). Srinives (9) elsd sapports this contention end

opines thot madern soeclaetioes have myre inconsistanoies where
roles ad levels of thinking ore esncemsd then the sreditionol

socletiosz.

Julisn Steword sess mpdemisstinon o8 "soeioexltursl
trensfarmetiong thet result from faetors end progess thet

ere dlotinetive of the contalparary infustrisl wvoridé®(10),
Tnis renders mﬁemizaﬂm oquivelent to sociel chengo besed
on the retisnolity thst cultursl sltemtinns frllov straotarel
chenges necassitaced by eortain eonteldporsry compulsions,

The psyehologlesl formul:tisns of tho coneept percoive
modornization o3 e process dasieeslly sssvcisted with "o oot
of mytivotional astridates or orientotions of individucls
which gre gsld t9 be mobile setivist, wnd innovetisnal in
nature”(1l)s The ¢omocpt lacks logicsl eonsiostaey sinece it
anduly ignores thoe indispanscble role of megorial ingtruments

of modornizgation, end, treats *individusl psyekology' es

8‘ Smgh, Y" 09’ cito, P-ﬁ@;
%  Srimtves, LU, Geate dn Hodom Infle cud other Sooeys'

Bomhays Asie Publishing l-use, 1934,

10.  Stwesrd,J.H.,"'Contemporory Chemgs in Traditional Snefgtios'
Trbene: "niversity of Illinnis Press, 1937, Vol.I, Pss,

11. giﬁgb, YQ’ opg G’.tn’ P‘m.




sopething independent of the influences of o soelol systom.
8omevhot tdmticel oro the formuletions thot eonceive to

define mdomizetion in terms of gociel norms nd values

"whose set", aceording %o Almond end Vorbe, "form a psttem

ond enjoy relative autonomy over individual mativations or
esnseinusness®(12). This viewpoint ofaus to diseorn the

fandomental soHuraes whore thase norts end values emenante Lrom,

fpen there is the struetural vicw « point which ende
sevours to explain the process a5 related o "structurcl

veriables such a bureeucresy, mney, market, atiachment €0
universolistiec norms in sseial roles”.(13) Porsons 1s
armng those who edmtridbute €5 this view - point on madorng-

sotion, whieh, eceonrding ts Y, Singh, 1s but a synchronysis
of psyebrlogicsl cnd normotive formletions hanee 1ts holloww

naessg,

THS FTICTIONAL_CONGEET

Parsons eonegeptusliises mydemizoation 28 en owilatisnary

universslistic process. He tallks of f*funotisnasl hntvamals'

thet sre indispenscble to o soelety. Yith the mavenment of

12,  Almond, O.,A. end Verdba, 8, "The Civie Cu’ , Boston
end ’Ibmntm Lictle Bmm & UOyy s Je :

13. giﬂgh, yl’ QP. 'eitog 11’“2‘2-



soctotien from simple t0 ecomplex nmow 'universels' ovolve,

In ghe ocrliest phose of their growth the socletion hefl
roligion, wmlceuon, sociel - orgenization, bosie Ceobhw
nology ond kinsbip es five fndispensedilities. Orowing popa-
lation - preassurs, soelel - segmentetions md territoricle.
spreod transformed the kinship « besed soctety into o otree

tificd one, TIn the beginning soeletics waro stratified tnto

two elassess upper end lovery but they came o be graduslly
d1fferentioted into rurcl end urben cormunitics with four
oclassess the urdben uppsr end lover, cnd the rarc] upper md
lowor elosses., Stratificetion tius comeg o be the sixth
'evolutionary universal' sinee it lotoer proliferctes acute

differentiation froc from Ygseriptive bese’, cnd 16 s thio
differantiotion which 1s fndigpenschble to mdomization,
Passuné raninds thot 1 stretificetion falis to be slequately
end peutely differentioted tt mey retard modemizetion $nsteed
of ececlereting 1t, UYhot fdllows clong with stretiflection

is 'enltural legimitotion'! thet besides reinforeing the lotier
properes esngenisl scope for inmnovotions,

The soglaty hoving ewlved these six evolutionery
universels o5 1ts indispenscbilities pov boeore only eligidle
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for sustoining the prnneegﬁf oodornizotion which hoo yet €0

follow throuph tho soguontiel grouth of buresucrocyy noney

and morket complex, gonotelized untﬁezaai norme ond domoerotic
aosociotions op the last fous universscls oo togather constis

tuting tho mein cutline of ptructurcl foundations of modoX cocloty"14
Y. Singh gomronto that “"tho wootorn historicity of modornfizotion

ie implicit in Porocne® fremo of roforence but it doos not forecloes
othor poopibilities of modornizing structusral adeptotionos The l
lpogicel implication 1o that in schioving modernizotion oocietico
would diffor meawo in termp of scelo rothor then in quslity cnd

aloo that thoro is no boole controdiction botuscen tredition ond
nodornity® (15).

Poroong® onelysis is not, however, Pully ignoront of
historicity. It draw& on 'univoroolisn of historicity® of ocociotias
rothor then conaxderghg hictoricity of occh soscioty, ond is, sbovo
ally "Proforobleo for ito thoogoticol poucr ond anclyticsl quslitios
“to exploin historicily as woll e avolution of modornizotion® (16).
The otudy of Jecobson chd Buck (17) conducted on the Poroonign
model of mecdernization slso

14, Porconp, Tolcott, ®
fooricen Soglological Revieuw, : » HOsly , ’
ppe 339«37,

15, 51119"0’ Ye Ops c‘tt’ PPy 25«26,

16+ Ibide P » 26,



suapports Y, Singh’s contention,

Persons, bowever, foils first to present en encomlpo-
ssing skoteh of modernisotion since he 4ignores highlisghting
its oxeet noturs end form, end, scedndly, to outline the
roquisite lovel of the lest four universols, end gbove all,
the level of funotionel receiprooity necded emong the universels
to focilitate mrdeornizotion,

In o4dition © this, Porsons® treotment of historieity
of anetetics locks depth of enolysis in thot it Aeltberately

evoids dlscerning the 'objcetive frrcest behind the cvalutian

of varisus oystems (universels) in o soclety st o given time
in history.

To Porsons, sooletics kept chenging end ovolving new
institutions es 1f 1t were in their destiny. DNnd, there were
no existantiel rescons behind to deserve a mention in his

schome of historieity. Whet he prefers to ceall ‘straoctures?

ere, in fact, no more then g consequence end extension of the

18, nmtﬂﬁh, Ktw.’. pa el r00413700S Eng yols LC D
W Americen Politl jeienge Roview,
o1 opte 1%1, PP B0o5 14s

Msmosodt, 3.1 "
Bwlationt, Amer ew‘ :
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techno « aesnomic beae of o cocloty,

Deatseh end Bisenstedt(18) eore some of the other soolal
- seientists who gupport the Peorsonicn freme 0of reference for
modernizotion,

Toynbec's conception of mdcrnization (s an overspimpli-
fication of tho *Bvolutionary Universciletic View', “ibdcomi-
gotion”, he edntends, ?’is -] n#i,lineer gvolutionary proeoss vhaen
grovth wuld dring 211 societies to e level of enltursl homde
genity vashing ewey their originel ecultursl 1dentitics”( 10),
Rogating t» this contention ¥, Singh remorkss “"The quintessenco
of Tonbec's trectnmt of mdernization 1s bosed on the
ssgumption that westernization 1s equivealent to modernizotion"(20)
Westernization is dDut a nerrov condopt connoting only o 1808 =
pervasive "Process of confrontetion boetwam wsstem ond pon -
wostom socletles”(21), Dube, therefore, opincs that * os o
concession o the sansitivenoss of developing socliotios eond

o3 cn ald to conceptasl olerity, modsmizetion is ©» be

19 Lambee A«‘!‘. " S_s%ﬂy ' sm f, Londons
* Oxford !v. §r 036 4 W gﬁ ¢

20 Smah, Yo’ ﬂpc ctea’ P e 24&
21, md,
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preferred to vestemizetion®(22).

Hestomizetion, o8 4¢3 history would saggest, is only
lo0sely o process of spontenedus chenge bat o eonspirgey of
the west to {mpoge 1ts 1d00logy on tho oriental socleties
through techno - sconomie mobilizetion. Vhet the west ochieved

"with the help of religion {(christionity) .in the past™(23),
It 1s nov endeavouring to schicve with the help of "technoloe
glcol end seiontific symdolizetion"(24),

Apert from Toynbeet's pereeption, there heve been other
pttempts to see ‘modernizetion’ ond *ifddstrislizetiont cs
coextensive 1n sense end ussge eotlesste One such sttempt fo
by Levy who tzﬂea to explein modomizetion in torms of ccononie
raewr;aaaﬁ(zsj With a view to doing eway with this confusion,
Dobe elarifies: "thugh industrislizstion is en importeant pert
of modernizotion it doses not emedmpess the entire process,

The connotations of iut?éstriauzaum ore overtly tocinologieol,
soe6iol cnd culturel processes ors eonsidered undor 1t only by

implication™.(23) Then there 15 the Morxzism stcndpsint on

madomizotion which 1s solely drawn from 1¢s 1donlogicol oystem,

| 224 Dﬂbe, SOGD ’ Opa eit.
23; Bmgh' YQ, Op. c:%’ Pw24
24,  Ibid,



- 43 w

THS MARXTST CONCEPT s

'Bamen Lobour' runs thugh Marxzism os the most
fundementel concepts BEBverything thot constitautes soclety \
be 4t sooial institutiono, culture end structure, inveriebly
21l are but products of human lebour which is the basic hamen
cotivity indispenschle 9 humen life that soceks sustenmce
first end other things only afterwverds, Therefore, the more
the freedom of lcdour 1s, the more wuld be the progress .md
prosperity of Maonkind, This lebour s menifested in produetion,

The products omfront Mmkind es "objeotive nenifose
tations thet moy bo endowed with seeda of self - fntegrotion
or self = disintegraotion depending upon the Aegreen of froedom
end spontentety of lobour™(27 .

'¥ode of prodaction is the prime source of manifeste-

tion of mumen 1lebour’. Controdfctions emerge in society when

‘hamen lcbour begins to be encspsulated through ¢lass intorests,

26, Lovy, J.M.J,R., *CoOntresting O3 2k
of Ching end Jepan', in Kuznets

=3 MoSTe, W, Be, G
Spenglery, J.J. Bds, ‘Econonie Orowths Bragll, Indle,Jop
Durhems W.Ce Duke University Praos, 1056, PP, 493533,

28, D‘lbﬁ’ 303&, apt clt.
27‘ 31&&!&, Yt’ Op-' ci%., Pwd,



Tois meapsalatﬁn crestes clienstion of anen o8 vell o8 of

‘hamen lcboar, lsnitiéadicmons thas go on piling =« up, end a
point in bistsry comes when tho system cepsses o beer with
them benoe 1t collgpses under 1ts own weight and .a now system
evolves sut of 4% to give fresh mooning end frecdom €5 humen
1abrur, This revolutionory ¢rensformotion koeps ropecting
111 there 1s true frcodom when humen ldbrur eduld be no
more enospsulated by norrov class « interests, The soelety

with true freedonm 15 the olessless, stateless communist

society, Tho prosesses thot wuld render the evolution of

such o soclety possibls are the prooesses of modemigation,

Obviously enough, the basie flow with the Herxist®
sociology 1s that it ignores the historioity of different
sooteties end prodicts o ungform fature for oll cocletics
irrespective of thalr structursl end ealtursl voristiong, -
Y. S4ngh orgaes thot “the exeet forms of encopsuletions of
their concrete strustures would differ from soclety to
society; 1t Doy bo eless « structare in one soelety, coate
in enother ond race nd otimielty in yot snother, or 1t nmay

voll bo o combination of several 0f these structursl
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cotegories intn sdeptive new series of encopsulotions"(28). “
Horxism thas falle to provide g systemstic thesry of madorai-
gotion, "It (modernizetion) would well be equated with the
notion of p Comminist soegoty"(29). The 'evslutionoryt wnd
the *siracturel’ nntions of soemization olalming 1¢(mnd.)

to ba o universelizing process do not o, 1y oven to the
madernized sooietics that owe their slleglence efither to the
capitolint {4cology or the eommunist one, This feet is
dezonstracted by the veristions in the modornisation ~
pettomn of the north - Americen, the West Buropesn end the
Japenese sociatios (30) oll of whom ropresanting cepitolistic
model of mademizetisn olould heve hod unoforn modernizetion -
pettern, This is true of comnunist spoleties ng wells Rassie's

modernizetion « pottern is sexplicitly different from thot of

the « Enropecn communiost sncisties,

386 slﬂgb, YO, 0»‘ Gtt@, ?‘5
29, Ibid.. Pw=b,
e Dﬂbe’ 3;‘3. $ Opq eit. ™



Avout Jopen Dube remarkss "It shows how, through some
signifioent structurcl resrrengement cn essentielly Asien

ethrs con successfully take tho road to modemization”(3l).

Marion( 32) » &ewy points to the differences in tho modemiw
sation « pattems of China end thbet of Jepen which (41fferences),
he argues, ere oving to the unidenticel stmetursl emditions
in the two cduntries despite meny similerities,

Thusy both the 'structursl' and ths 'evolutionery!
formlations of the eoncept of modornization os they iend
to ignore tho historioity of differemt awletieé ore i{rro-
levent in the Third Vorld Context, "The Third tor1d must heve

1ts o 14cology of mdemization"{ 33),

JHE JITRGRAL VIEW OF MODSHI]

"Medornization in the Third Forld nstisns 4s not only
e means of ceonomic end soolel development buat als0 a process

for the projectisn of their cultursl salf - conscirusness end

notisnel 1dentity."(34) Most of the Third torld cruntries

3le Qube, S¢Cey Ops oit,,
32, LeVy, J.le Jr" Opes 1%,

33, Siﬂgb’ Y. ' Qp. el t.g PaD
34' Ib!-a.g P”JOQ'
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ineclading aurs vere colonies only o few deceles ego, hoving
set free from she fetters of colonlielism they neturally storted

dosparetely seerching for their identity on the one hendy end,
the piticbly beckward stete of their econony boqeathel ¢

them by the curse of esloniclism eompelled then to heston

their efforts ot mpderizotion on the ather, Ths, thele

"urge for modemity oomingled with thoir urge for fdentity”(75).
The matorisl pre = requisites of modemizetion, universsl in
neturs, for belng &m;mmtad into & pax’tiafﬂ.ar soeiaty, then

hod to essentislly harmonize with 1ts history end cultursl
treGition, Optimum intere-ploy of these materiel pre~requisites

vith the ethos of a pertioculsr snolely prepares the ground for
modernization to grov =nd consslidets, It is in this senss
thet modernigation « pattoem of one cocloty differs from tho

othor, Undermining the velidity of universisl ewlutisnery
stegos of growth on the ground that they haove e oconservetive
18en1ogiesl bles, Ounnor - Hyrdel remorks thet the "Crueisl
fooor in development 1s an upward movemont of tho soelel -

systan oS e winlo with ell 1ts component eonéitions"(33).

. 35; Ibiﬁu P-"ll

33s  Myrdol, Gunner, 'Asien Dramas An Ingquiry into the
Poverty of Notiong?', London: #1len Lene, The Penguin
Press, 1938, Vol. TII, PP, 18471355,
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which for the South Asten nations ores "(4) osntput end incomag
(11) esnditions of productiong (114) lovols of i1ivings (19)
sttitudos towerds 1ife end warky (v) institutionsy emd (vi)
policles™(37). These conditions are so interlinked vith one
gnother thaet a myvenmant (upward or &omme) in one, occording
to Myrdel, ceuses climilstive movement of sﬁfmnar pnetare In
émw conditions o0, ‘'Attitudes toverds 1ife md work; and,
In,éﬁwtima' os econditions are mét significent ond decfsive
of all since it is they, according to Hyrdsl, on which dspends

mabilization of 511 other eonditions,

The sforenantioned emncitisng and the institutisns

existing in s soolety, lyrdel opines, hgve cortain volues
sssociated vith them whieh hove funotional significence for
the membors of the society. Those velucs aore of tuo kindag
indepmdéent end instrumentel, OSinee tho former d8seend éown
from tha past calturzl ethos ond métory of a soclety, thay
ere fundementsl to the soctety, end, thereforo, circumsoribe

the eatire gomt of soeclel 1ifeo, while the lattoer proliferate

owing to the cdvancenmant of scimee end toeinology. Boockward

a7,  Tbid., PP 185513304

a8, 3“3&; Yﬂgmdra, 0p- 01&’- P88,
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sogiotios heve proc - dominence of mﬁapm&m#_ Values over
tho instruments] onas in thst tho latter oro govemoad by the
formor, Reverse 4o the ceso with o mam soctotys "As
geicnce snd teenology cdvence, more end more cologoricsl
(indcpendent) values oro formiloted in operstionel (inotrumentol)
termg"(38), Sueh "$nerecsed operstionslizetion leads tn the
grouth of speelalized stractures™(30) whieh "is gha?mtaﬂaﬁte
of s modeorn soelety”(40),

| Lecoréing to fegwﬁm' 3ingh, "lModoernigetion 4o undore
stood a3 grovth of o uniforn set of euldursl ond role » stmee
tarai attridbuates, dut attention 1s not peid oo €5 bov these

sttributas dovelop typicel odoptations within the streditional

ecnditions of coeh soelety. This 1fmitetion, in our view, cm
bo pvoided 1f we cancoptuclize Doth tredition and modornization

oo sots of values and rOle «» structares vhich interaet es

they como inty contect, and betueen them s soleotive procoss

39 vis,

40  Wottle, J.P. end Robertson, B, ,'Intemationsl System

end the Madomizotion of Snelaties', Londonsy Febeor &
Febor, 18385 ppe 42«48,

They propound thot slonguith the progrersive spesiclie
gation In o madern socloty thore olo® ocours da-8i{fero-
ntiotion of roles,
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of pssimilrtion end symerctiom oterts™(41), This fmplies
thet sinee the independont veluos descend doyn from the

" typieol culturcl othoe end history of a soetety, thoy(ind,
volues) differ from soeloty &o osoolety, while the instrunaitsl

values are of universsl notare sinee proliferated by sciencs
enf teemologys the sslective processz of asstmilation ond
syneretism, thus, may favolve "unique comdinotion of

traditionsl volues with modem ones®(42),

Hodernizotion, then, otorts with the continuity of
Intmduetion tnd enhonoenant of moterisl pre « requisites
of ehenge 1n e suaiét.y i grows with the grednol protmoion
of the effeets of such mtgnuity encompesaing the soclety
in entirety, ond consslidotos with the porpetustion of o
eongeniel Mass - nentolity, o be morc eomprohensive,
progreossive ddvenconent of science md !;actnolog& in o given
society secounts for major altomtions in the econonmy,

oconomie relotions, veluss governing role - porformence,

41, 34ngh, Yogadres, “"Indcmizotion of Indl
Peridgbeds mmmn Praso i1a) Ltd,,
Division, 1973, P=Cl4,

42 hid,
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institutions oach es femily, roligion, ccate ete. ond othor
sud » structares; end erogtos nov cdeptotions ¢nd accelerstes
speciclization, The Ingreilents 5f gocioty ingtesl of petting
replceed or chenging ¢5 full oroc only rcmdolled to the oxtent
they ccn prove sdeptive in the oltered situstisn, end in
roturn thoy exert influcnce svor the chenging eirecumstonces,
This 45 preetfscly why tradition persists,(43) thyagh in o
mended end merged form, in moderntszation,

Mademizetion then 4s e process inwliving emtinued
tntrodnotion end enrhcicoment o9f matericl pre - requisites

towvords the oversll prospority of o poclotyy end turning

the existing obsolete end the less elaoptive treditions]l strice
tures end oub - structures of the soclety 1nto upto-dote md
mro adeptive sttueturcs. Y. Singh remorkss "Thas, e reclistice
formalotion of mademigetion shouléd descrlbakhis procecs in
tcrms of (2) role - struoturos emerging from the enntinnel
impingenant of celanee and tooinology ond eméinnesl 44 fferen-
tiotion of soclsl straeture on the goelsl system, (b) o systoem

of volues representing o seientific wrld « viow, and (@) o

- Aoy Peoblems In Asie
loscows Progresa Fublishors, y PelR,

43,  Ulyanovwsky, Bostisley.,, 'Pragen
end Africal, :
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porallel system of velue sotogoricnl in nature e2néd roprosone

ting both o self « tronscedonee 0f preo « exizting tradition

end of modern selence"(44),

To summerize, the functionolicts view modernizetion
83 a process of socio ~ payehologicel, caultarsl, econonie cnd
tocimologicol chenge accaring os en inovitzdbility osut of the
introdastion end enhenooment of science end teoinology In o
ooelstys As o cobsequence, gll sosieties bocome culturelly
bomsgeneons doing evay with thelr respeciive *trefition’,
e Morxisot eprroech ¢ mndemiretion seskts ¢ oxploin the
proeose in terms of {ts fundementel eoncept of "encapsulction
of muen lobour! 'incrcasing edmoclousness of thve explaited
lebourcrs] cnd the inevitedleo Yeless » strusgle' thot emones
botuaan tho opprescors (owners of the meecns of productien)
end the gppressed (workers)resalting - in ‘prolet-rie Afotce
torship'. The Marxist notion of the processes of mofernizetion
thne o no less or no moro then the notion of the procesases
thet lepd to esxtcblishment of communisn in o soctety., The
funetionclists emphasize the Iole of eultaursl veriadles of a

soelety in codernizetion wbile thoe lprxist epproscsh undoerlines

44,  Oingh, Y.,'Bgsoyo on lodemizetion in Jodip'
Ops 8lLsy Pe23, ’



the indiapensadlo yle of mom,tc‘ variebles, The Third -
torlé or the iategral view of codernizetion soeiks $o define
it oz o process O processes inwlving regmistito synemnysis
botwoen trodition end mdornity, Mistorieity (meening coch
sonloty &1ffers in the noture of 1ts Soclo = Historicel
sotting from the sthor, so mpdemization - pettern of one

soclety will cssentielly 44f{for from thet of the othor
gsocioty) 1s the fundementol concept that runs thraugh the
third wrld t4omlogy of mdomizotion,




80CIAL<BACKGRYIND OF THE POLITICA!

Ay ottempt t» pursue o zolnllstie pomigsl of |
'Politicel slite in relaotion ¢» mdermnicetion of soetoety!
mst inelude ego, fomily, ceste, clesc efucetionel, politicsl
end torritoricl backgrund of the clite, litra ond Singh's(l)

sagartion thet 'family 4s en importent unit of politiesl
soeinlizotion' londs supyort to the rolevence of the study

of elitc boclkground. Aboul ege ~ backgyound thoy noto "the
portiouler steoge of -sﬁe 1ifo cyole % & peroon 48 at hes o
10t of fnflucnoe on bis overall politicol orientetion”(2).
Hith rogerd to tho pignifieence of overcll study of olite =
background in reletion to .the mdomizetion problems of a
given sneloty, Rem Almis cosertss "the esrraletion boetwean
beekground cnd politicel hehsvinur is besed on c_he assumption
that ogo, cless, efucadlon ete, of olites vwill detormins

vhather they vill be sympothotic ¢o or ignorent of the people
wionm they ere roprosenting or will ropresent in fatore™(3),

1, littra, O.K. cnd Singh VoB. 'Spelsl oless omd Belief

Syatens in_the Indien Folitical Elite! in Gacbidencnd
end Lol, AR, 'Elite cnd Development?!, New Daltifs

Concept Publiinking Co. ., iefo, ps 07 - 122,
2o Ibide
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The dignosis, thus, of slite beckerrund wuld, in no pro-
ecarisus torms, help osne dioceen ns to which cless _siva#“é:i&{y
eopisgs nacber of glitesy which may procioely unfoRd the

genaral nature pnd chercefor of o porticular soclety,

AGB » STRIGTIRE 3
The Indien Congtitutisn bas ledd down 25 yeors es
the minime ogo for tho nemborship of the assemp’iy (Vidhen

Scbhe) of eny stote 1n Indis tmt 1o silent an the moestion
of Doximam cgo « 1imit, A stady condneted by Mitro end Stngh
on s fowv Indien poiiticel elites In 1071 rovesled thet 'oge
vas rolated in o gignificant menner with the olitets own

genarel politicel ortentotion™(4),

*The tble 3 ondor givas cge - structure of merbora

2f thres successive aspemdlies of Rojesthen.

Je

19%; P*«-*«?‘
&o I tre, O.R, and amghg VeBas Ope cite

* Tho teble 1o given on Bext pegs (1.0 538)
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2L BLE U O, X

403 -« STRICTIRG OF ThE MEMBIRS

Age Crup

1o52 1857 ieg2 _
To, of Parsons Percantege Ho, of Persons Pergantege B0, of Pergoas Pareante
£o the totol bes 3 to the totsl ege b

, - the totol
3B =45 53 33 89 29 g3 47
43 = 55 an 24 43 23 45 23
noT KIowy 8 5 15 ] & . 3
TOTAL:: 150 00 173 00 i - 100

SYIRCE ¢ 1) Join, Cul., 3 "Stato Leglolotures in Indio", Weow Dolbl, 1072, P=32.

1) ‘'Congress Ke Toen Vearsh?, Pub. by Congs. ‘idhon Scbha Porty 0ffics.
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A more glence through the teblo reveols that the number of
merbors in the youngost offe = gMup 1.0ey 256 = 35, 18 on
succoosive Jeeline which eon bo hordly Geben os o heppy
davelopnent vhile the otatistices dopieting the ogo - groap
33 = 45 oro peen as eontinuously swelling. Shrador(s)
intimatos thet lorge proportion of HLAs in the firpt ond
sooond gascrblies verc in the ecge » group of 25«45 years,

In the fourth essembly, informs Puri,(8) tho maximum aumder
of HLAs (387) ore in the age = group of 45«55, end 357 {n
the cgo » group of 35~45. One inmediste inference from purit's
stotisties cen be drawun that tho poereentege of !Lis in the
fourth gooendly in the gge - group of 25-35 must hove been
quite loss, These stotiotics ore obvinus envugh o indicate
dominenee end eanoolidotion of middle « eged elites in the
ovepsll structure of Rgjanthen obligevehie clitee This trand
in Rpjasthen politicc frootrete otlemst Auja's ooneluafon
thet "the *prosent' elites are yrunger Sthen the *formert,..

Tolo showva thot the emerging elites rcre yommg in ege™(7),

Se Shorodor, bawa:m&h,"% s in Uetner, M, B4.,
*‘State Politics in Iaé;g s Wow Jorseys Princoton

Be Pard, 8,Lato,’'Logislotive E11t n ITndisn Stat
AC ae ataég of Hofngtheng’iew Pelnlr AbbineV Prekoshen,
19?8’ PPe 5152,

7 Stjo, Relle Ope Citey ppo 2527
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Intorestingly enouih, the Chief Hinister, the Bpeoker

ond meny o pintster dolonged to the mmaricauy expanding .
age-gmzip (33+43) while they ocssomed thotr offices, In the
sixth essetbly £00 the sgeegroup (33e45) accomnted for the
1argeée chers that of ppproximctely 57 while the percentage
of the age =« group of 25«35 dropped dow o & diseppoiating
figure of 22,

Compering the oge = gronp of Asasembly cnd Lok Scdbhe
members of Rojesthen of the first threo terms, Coli. Joln

potnts ts o simller trend, Heving sttempted cn 1dentlocl

compericon Purl notes Chot the fHurth Rejasthen fosembly sew
younger nerdors vis « o « vis the Lok 3ebha Herhaoro,

“Recraituent of yrunger geanoration inio pilitics, “oboerved
Puri, "roflocts the synthesis of new end 014 gencrotions,
aad 'asazgts'zn thae pecceful trensformation of goclaty™(B).

ibe avmcuanty, of sach o ajmthmis 1s but o conviviel
conjesturs haécaneﬁ to sarface only by our overoptiniom shout
futuro, But the eontamporenesuns politicel reslities gre

eruel cnough t9 shotter this optimis. Neither the quentifative

Be Puri, 8'20; Op. oit,, Pe84.



sutopsy of the Ragjesthen politicsl olitce nor the loglcslly

dorived guelitetive datells evines such a syathesis end
trens formation of society, ™o recopitulete, the foots md
figures discussed wge;:har have evidanced tho over - »ining
domineneo of exporienced elites over tho fnexpoerienced in

the arens of stete prlitics of Rajasthen.

ATTOTAL B

Highligbtlng the importonod of educoction to polities,
Koy Junlor pin points ......"that oprosition to suthoriterien
politiesl elfites, politicel tolersnce end support for freedonm
in aexpression and civil liderties tend to increcoe with
edncation™(9).

The uﬁzversally seocpted vitolity of edudotion 1ias in
1ts moédifying the *self', roughly by inducing in him capebie
1itles ¢ heve better understemding end oppreciation of things,
md, chovae gll, to devolop toleranee md roglise the vitelity
of enlleetive Intorasts o8 afainst the porticuleristie ones,

In o developing set - up like Indfia lovels of velues end

institutions requisite to sustainmee of demeracy, end

Da Am@; Rﬁmc Op.c‘l'&p, 9*3‘30



politicel involvenment dopenéd aupon *educotiont for coxsltotion,
Ba&asthea hes been ¢ predominmtily 1114terate stote,
Only s meogre seotion (207) of f¢s populetion is ltterate,
Cell, Join informs thpet the pereentzge of merders attoined
sefucation upto post = graduation { lov grsfiuation ineludsd ),
bes remeined 2lrost constent 1.6, 27 to 287 in the threo
legislstares, whilc the percentsge of undergrofduetes hes
veried from 13 o 17, The percentsgo of matriculstsc nasbers
beving pasced low « sceskdary hes 2lso remeined mdeﬁecteﬁ
1.0.4 27 %0 287 4n oll threo legislaotures. Those who cen
bo roughly colled ss '1ttorate' (oinee ot best they can reed
end write only) scedunted for 247 dn the first thres assembe
11es, In tho fourth essemdbly, Puri writes, members hoving
educotion upto motric md cdove aceounted for 74" ma the

rost 1.%., 237 only wore vwith o eollege beckg™mund, Ghe
furthor tnform thet the majority of non = metriculotes wero

scheduled cnates end tribes retuming from regsorved constie
tuencies, Parifs oleborate empirical wOrk om Rejasthen
elites revecls thet legislotors are better quslified then their

fothora, Regerding the fifth ossembdly Wogla (B.K.) maations
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thot sbrut 247 posenbly mexbers hed sducatiosn uptoy nifdle,
127 apto greduation, chrut 7° post - grafuastion snd spproximetoly
357 graduetion in lew(10).

The stotistics eontelnod in tho preceding étseussion
1llaninpte that althrugh ths oversll cfuceotionsl 1svel of tho

elitas 1s 1ovw ond unsatisfeetory by all stemdaords yet it 1s
‘not thot disappointing koeping in view the fact thot Rejesthen

is with 807 of {lliterste populetion, Heorai&ient of highly
sducothd olites shows n downward trend end thay cre seen bdeing
porpetaolly quelled by elther merely litornte or only noninslly
edncated elites from the first legisleturc ¢o the fifth, Thot
the legislntors ourpessed their fathers in ofucation is o point
fndicating soclel chonge.

OCCTPATINGAL STATIS:

Occupotion of en tndtviduel 1Is no less signifiecent o
feotor influeneing the very mature of his politicel involvement

cnd behaviour. is 1o obvious, Rgjesthen's econonmy is

40s




egricultursl end over elghty percent of 163 populotion dg ends
apon cgricultare for 1ts 1livellimod tinugh suﬁ = typo end
climatic - econditions therse ore herdly congenisl for expee
dient pursuit of sgriculture. The first csscrbly bed 187 of
ita totel strangth os egriculturclists, This porcentege went
upto 28 in the third osseubly, and, cs & eonsequence, ogrie
ealtaralists ocgme to be the largest eecupéezannl group as
inforns Jain,

- Swgtentra, the mejor opposition In the third assemdly,
ves represented bé Jegirdars (cbout 87) owning considerable
strotches of lend vith emplayed lebour, for egricultursl
parsuit. In this esoably lowyers end businessmen constitubed
15 a:id 137 respectively of tho totsl strangth., The rest were
journelists, teschers md ox « servicemen, This cosanbly hed
18% soceisl workers numerieclily renking next to the egricul-
turelists,

The roport on the third genernl olection {n the stgte
beers testimony to these feots end figuraes, Discnosing

oceupatiions of the mambers of the third essembly, Verma (S,.P.)
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notos thot 20 out of 178 MLAs hef legel end medienl professions,
25 soelsl = service end 14 were 3&3&5&3, Socisl sorvies
mems no specified occupation henes chaence of o regulse
for 1ivelfbnod on polities, Jegirdars roslized mcome_ fron
proporty ond eompensetion(1l),

About the furth esserbly Purd psints t> tho cbomeo
of represantation of ﬁréﬂa wnionists, industrisl workers while
sgricnl tarslists, basinecsmen, soclol - workers, teccheors,
lpuvyers ete. had eonoidereble strength, Agricultarslists,
notes Puri, ore not excotly fsrmers but podple whkd own 1lend
vhish is eithor t11led by the merbors of his joint « fomily
of by shareersppers, She found thet 55~ of the legioclotors
in the fourth csoemdly were in the 19w » income group of
750/« poliyy, end tha rost batween low ond high 1.0, 750« o
2,000/« per mensem,

tifth rogerd to the fifth ssoeubly, Wcegle (B«K.)
dtacomed that 590,57 eonstituted the eultivotion cstegory,

ebaut 247 were legel = practicionors, roughly ?}.' were in

ile  Verna, G.P. eond Bhoubhri, C,P, Eﬂa.*g%mw
Paiipscol Congelousnoss in Indies A Study', Moeruts
Mecncksh! Prakeshen, 1957.
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businoss, opproxinmotely 67 in eocisl sorvice enéd the rost
reported politics os the moens of thotr 1ivelinod, In the
sixth ossambly to otleast mughly 487 waere ogrieulturalists,
257 lawyers, 67 businessuen, 47 ware in medicsl practiee, two
bed journalism gs their profession,

Datie (Tatne) observess "in the frurth Lok Secdho the
snecial - workers were numoricslly she strongest group, wvhile
in the third Rpjesthen esserbly this position wes held by Che

agricnltarslists' group. Moreover, one mey be tempted to

abaeéve thet the intellectusls' roprosentation hos succegsively
deelined 4n both, but hes been in lerger proportion in the
Lok Sgbha(12),

511 this ovinces but growing domineece of sgriculturalists
end soeiol workers {n Rajesthen polities.

Aot the possibilities of & eorrelotion betwean
individuol elite's ocenpotion end thet of his fotherts, Hitre

end Singh observe thet "porents try to inclileate thelr norms

12, Dutte, R. *Bhg Porty Representative in Fourth % ok Gsbhat
Economis end Politicel Veskly, Annusl Number, Vol, 4,
1039, PP= 170-120,
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in the chiidren, timagh, the affoet of this on the final
overell political orientation 1z not 56 strong™(13}. Tn

the seme eontext Puri notes thet "thore is o strong corroe
letion betvoen caste end treditionelly preseribed oceupation
among the fothers, but Lt gots weekor os wo move o the MiAs
of fourth assemdly, A8 o mattor of faet, 357 of Brehmins,
17! of jats, 177 of Rejputs, 727 of Veishyos, 3 Scheduled
Costes mmd 207 legislstors fron uﬁm' epstos have cdoptad
the mofem ooceupstion of lav, vhile ammng the sceupotion of
fothors, none hed this so thelr profession, Altinugh Seheduled
Caste, tride ond Huslinm MLAs heve e¢ontinnod, more or loss, to
f211lou the aectxﬁaﬁm of their fathors end heve not shown
sny major shift to new occupation, Hovever, Seheduled Caste

ond Sehoduled Tribe MLAs are in petty Oove, Suheinked jobs
1ike thot of sebnol tesashers, patwari ate.(14),

Puri's cbove comparison of elites’ mnd thelr fathor's
oceupctions is simple aough to prove thet the procass of

13, Mltra’ S.Ke cné Singh, V'B" Op. cite, Pmi07e
4, Pary, Sheshl Lato, Ope oltsy P=43,
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oceapotionel mobility amag the nov wnd emerging politienl
elites has gethorel considerchle nomentum,
CASTE COMPOSITION o

Heoving studled the prliticel elites of Biher, Abuje
specifies *Ceste' o3 a typlesl basis of Yeligque' formstion
vithin the olites end eastchlishes &t o5 a potent footor that
disghtegrotes ali-tzes(m)q In reletion to individuel olito's
politieel orientotion, Hitro end Singh provide the orotieal
repsons to gvings caste's atrong influence,( 1§)

411 this provides econsidarchle temptatison for sttemp=
ting oo anolysis of Ceoste Composition of Rajoothen elitaa,

Rojput, Brohmin, lMahojen end Jat sro some of the major
costes forming B~ of Bajosthents populetisn, the rest eemp-
rises other politleslly less impressive castes inolusive of
schefnled eastan, Rpjputs prosance fell to 10 and 207 in the
seeond cnd third assendlias rospeetively whilse the Braimins

olmost telntnined their posttion o3 15 evident from the figures

15, Lmjs, R, Ops 0it., P=130,

18, lidtro, 5.Ke ond Singh, V.B,, Op. cit., P«103,
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of 15 =n4 177 in the seeond 4 third essexblies respeeeiﬁﬁy.
Mehajcns rose from 97 in the £irst csserdly to 117 in the
sooond, cnd Jats from 11 to 157, A lion's shore of esscubly
seats in tho sforemcniioned throe torms thot of 847 in overcge
aone tn these four costes constituting only 07 of Reojacthen's
populetion, As for scheduled coste end tribe HLAs, the
poreentege of thair strepgih wore 11 end 4 rospeatively in the
£irat term' which ineressed © 18 and 137 respectively in the

gtennd torm end remained unchengef in the third aasemdly,

Tho stetistics enslysed indicoto the graduclly swelling
strcagth of tho "niddle « eostos” ond 1owver enstes emd

punctuated curscilment 4n the fominenes of bigh eontes, M
othor vards, en ioprovement wes obscrved in the genercl noture
of rceruitnent of elites, The ceste-wloe oteength of the
fifth essembly, according o Uogle (B.K.), wes 5 unders

42,25 of the Seats ves divided among the high oestes
f.8,, Rajputs, Brebmins, Mehajens end Kayesthas. 32,47 wes

the strcngth of Sehofuled Castes ond Tribes vhile jotst

Preaence wob 18,17.(17) Other esotes eonstituted only a

17 3] 8313, aﬂﬁ‘g QP, s C¢ite s P=B3,
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meagre purcanteoge of 0,3, Noglo further notoss "in the fLfth
pasenmbly of Rajasthen, Brehmins, Bajputs end Hebajens hove
mors megbers than t&:&ié respective numericolly positions in
the steto, Besides, due % reserved eonstitnencies Sehefuled
Captes mnd Sehedulaéd Tribes plan hgve more nerbers in the
legisleture then thetr numericsl strength®(1R),

A fotrly esnsidersblo ecurtofiment in Rejpas doninence
in Rejasthen politics 88 48 opporent from the successive
daerease In their strength from first legislature o theo fifth
sorely s on indicator of soclal chenge., The noefo-historiasl
roolity thot the Rejputs ever enjoyed s position of dominence
end exolietion in the sooial astructure of Rejesthen 18 evident
from the note«vorthy passecngs by Verms end lMothur: “me.
present name of the state Rejesthen 45 mdified dorivetive
from its populerly known designotion “"Rejputme or 'Rejwarat,
both denoting o bode of Rejputs., This moos of 1md hes dbeen
posneloted with the potivities end cohicvements of Ro§pubo.
The Rogputs were e worrior group win hoo played o importent

ga16 in the Tndicn history from Bth centary onverds especielly

1&’ mid‘



fn tho north » westom regions"(19), Ueinar (ﬂiaﬁ. uotiaa':"
"It is importont to mantfon thet 17 of the Rc;putma steotos
hed bocn ruled by the Rojpad cestes"(20).

Reoping this hisAdry in mind, cnd eﬁazr notehlo pePs
fortonee in the firnt asgsemhly, their successive dersiinent
thereafter from the powor track of tho stete signifles growth

of consolousndss ond democratic forces cmongst the people.

Mitro nd Singh's cnalysis pertoining & Indim elites

in geaorsl deserves o spoeisl meation hersy “"the Indien
political oclites et the time of independemes were druwn from
verfons ¢lasses {(in terms of the classicsl or marxist uge of
the esncept)s Whet held them together wes the legacy of the
strugele for indopendence cnd o ¢ollective stoke in successfully
trens forming the ntrapgle into netionel rcesnsiruction, or
netisnal Ha1lding ot tho time of indepmdenco there was m

implieit eonsensys coong the Indien Politicol olite on the

18, vm&, 8.Pe end Sheﬁw!, cy?;, 0?. elt.

20, tetner, i, 'Sgnte Politfes in Incfe’, Princctons
Princeton 'Uhiv. Pr@ﬁ, 1938,



goels of notionel - ingogrotion, eeonomic development,
soeialls oy seealarism ote,"™(21) Pin - gnintdag the ehenging
charaater of the Indien elite Ahnje brings out o succossiul
distinption betveen *early’ clites (1947-1032) nd 'lator!
clitos (1952 onuprds) saying thet the famer hed no strangle
vith the pesple sinee the mearesés of the olites ond the

poople were one =~ ncotion « building, whils the latter came
into indirect confliet with the peoplo oving £ vVoriosus vested
interests,(22) 7This necningful clessificotory enelysis
provides as o hendy soheme to chalyse Rejasthen's elites who
on this dbosis, sccn felling into twd broed cetegoriesy the

" first comprising loglsletors wbs bed porticipeted in the
notionsl struggle md were sssoelptod vith "preja « nmandel
mavement”, Their cincere seorifices and sufferings wvers duly

roverded by the doference mdé populerity they conmnended on

the maases, WFharees, the gaednd cotegory ineludes legislictors

21, Hitre; S,Ke cnd 51:‘1&!1, VeBe QP& eit,y PP, 100-101,

22e :bm:a’ Re 'POld i
Modomi-otion' in seoméanmd @é Lal, &aK. ﬁds. Bl!.te
end Dovelopment, Hew Delhts Concept Publishing Co., 1920
Ppe 123=138,
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vho entercd the politicol scene in the late post -~ indeopondent

phose. Abrut them Igbel (Horein) obsorvess they eould bring
mgteriol benofits to the people or atlecst oould promise to

& so. However, they boceme popaler with the voters end
coms in the forefront. Moreover, Penchayatl Raj institutions,

eroperstive ancieties, benks, choritshle trusts, edneational
socletics ccn be cited s oxamples vhich sorve es o opring

board for pover for tho geednd gmup of leagislatrrs™(23),

POLITICAT, EXPHRYE

It ealls for nyricd apunt of “expericnce” to dtsehorge
the cernolal ond typleclly specific fimaetion of & lagislator,
But in the esse of the £ir:t Assenbly of Rajesthen, Jein (C.M.)

frund thot N7 of ite members were inexperienced (not fncepcbls,
of course) in that they lacked ezperiencs of memberchip to
eny prliticsl body, Only the rest 1,6., 207 hod sither boen

in pome locel bodtes or in the princely csserblies, 4Abrut

23. gﬂrﬁm, Iqhel' .‘-l}iié ity L€ ," a t é : ‘
: asbh:m Experiment” Asien

Barvey, Vol, 4, ﬁa. 8, fugust 1984, PP. 131322,
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the seoond cssembly be informs thot 537 of 4ts m«mﬁwm hed

previous experiaae of vhom 275 hed deon in the preceding

assembly. Portsining to the third assenbly, Join gives the
figures of 827 nd 197 for the oxperienced i the inecxperienced

rogpoatively(24), Prmjecoltng hor ohservetions cbout the frurth
nsserbly, Puri tolls thet 507 of 1% mearbers hed entoped
polities prior to the forootion of Rejoothay end tho éest
thereafter{ ¥8).

Wa, thus, witnoss that from the first essembly onwards
the experiaced legislators sterted consolideting their strength

vhich suggested "axperiencs™ becoming one of the eruclial mesns
for grebbing votes,

To intorpret it gocinlogicelly, @xpericias of membership
t3 eny politicel body steriing from parlisuient and aosembly

down to manleipclities ead district doerds end penchayats ete.

ploced of one's dioposal emple opportunities ¢ GotMlly

24, Jein, C.M., 'Stote Legiolatures in Indios The Rejnsthen
Leggalotive Aaoarblys 2 Comparative Studyt, Mow Delht, 1972

26, Purl, 278 AN Gp. Q’.ﬁﬁ; P»50,
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intcroet with the pesple md expend loesl influmes besidos
goining recognition cné prominence, These edventeges assow
eloted with *exporicnce gives sne o ea‘éy swey over his ine
experienced rivel in the oleotions, Baosides, pnliticel partien
fole in treining their members dn polities hos not to be ovor-
looked, The yérti& rainfores requiaite finznce end nenpowor
to their perdbers for eodmpaigning. Anéd, cbove oll, 1t 15 the
contestentts politicsl party's oversll image thet degtormines

bis porformence in tho olections,

MO TIVATIONE 0 STSR POLITICSs

Emphesizing the roles of 'mi&mt&ms‘ in tempting one
t5> enter politics, Alm§ja remarkos Beoring in mind the specific
differcnees betvem the familles md commnities from which
the peoplc derive their orimtotion mnd valnes, informetion

on cortoin attitudes Moy coguire toening“(83).

&bsut the motivotions thot led the Rejesthen elites to

anter polities, Pari DHond thet tooveaty five percont menbers

23, A ‘Wﬂg R, 9?. Gﬁ.tqy PP, 54=55,
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developed thelr intercst in politics Aring odalthood, while

157 members were politicized in edolesedca OF in youmg og0.
Five porocemt MLho preferred fomily o3 o footor far mhmﬁng
inta pontiés vhile 8 poreent HLAs considered friends,
nelghtbours or eﬁn@aﬁma}. inastitattons 25 2 Lactor of polie
tiocizntion. The MLAs wh? hed got interssted in polisies
during cbilénod were moestly influenced by prliticsl atmose
phero, nationcl movements, endé saeletsl compulsfons, Femily
hes ployed o greater role fn regsrd to nenbors wim gob
gsociclized during ecdolescenses Politlesl otmosphore nleo
hea e edge 83 o gvclolizeting sgent ovor 'yrung - cge' md
‘enllege ote.' oo soelolising egents, Persencl dlsposition
also ployed o signifieent role in the cese of lezislotors who
balﬂ the privilage of receiving oollege eduection. Bestdass

notional movement, preja « mands]l movanat hes bean o oruciel

saoctielisging feotor by which legislators ars being socialized

in Baj sothen(27),

27 Pﬁ!’i, Selie Oﬁa Gitug PPy 77=70,



Hey, than, seo ruﬁily, primary « groups, educstional
inatitations, end, gbove « gll, gonerel politicnl otmdaphere
as ;pmying en impsrtent role in motivatiag iegisiamm t
enter polities, Regerding ceste emd motivetions, S8icolon
observess "oreclsely o costo « wise ensclyslg of leglsl tors
shows thot Brotmins, Veolshyes end other edmunities 1ike
JToins, melims, ond sikhs, belng better educsted end more
aeb:au eouléd heoome pnliticel ectivists eesily., Jeots, who
mostly represent the peesent comunity, org:anize& kicen scbhas
end gome of thom portiecipated in projencondsl movenents in
the epontomn pert of the stete, After integration Jat Mo
beeccme one of the importent grmups in the ruling pérty, end
e formidehleo force m stote » politics, It's leesdor finolly
broke aswvoy from the Congraass perty end formed s seperote
perty kaown e Krantd Dal™(28),

Theso facts pronmpt us o drav o fevw inportent oocfoloe

glee]l inforancesy thot scemdory pooleliszing cgants nsmely

28, Stsoton, R., 'Costo ond Politien] Tostions in_Reicothen!?
in Kotheri, R ed, *Coste dien Polities', Delhis
Oricnt Longuenn Lt4,, 1970, PPe 175270,
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the cducetionsl inpstituiions md.’pslieieal atmaphére otce
have certeinly en edge over the yrizuafy .agmts 11keo ferily,
notghbourkood, pley » groap (frionds ote.). Depending upon
the study of mativetions in reletions to Regjosthen legisletors
wve finé then {legtsletors) felling ints two categortosy the
28rst is inclincive of lagialators of the enrly post « indepon-
dace pheso who wore motivated by natinol end preje - mendal

wovemantsy while the seoond eomprices legisletors of the leter

post « independence phesc who ware cnd g¥ill are being influenced

by situectionegl foclors,
Our study of the caate, cloos, oducstisnal, politicsl

ete, bockgiHund of Rojesthen legislators vindieotes o closs
eongraance botveen higher leddar of traditionsl bhiererchicsl
system (strotificetion) ond political postitions hence our
esaclusion that ynlitiesl systan 10 the slote 15 o tMme roproe-

sentvoative 0f the inegaliteticenion eharsatoristic of the amran

Rajesthen socloety,

The pre -« fndepandence politics in Indla, which hed only
merginel eontredictions, wed In feot a politics of straggle

agoinot esloniclism being parsusd from the plotform of Indicm



Fationel Congreas, Sueh o pursgeaes cclled for bréea&at
possible mabilizetion of sho mosses, vhieh ves snecessfally
| dong by t::m Congrasa by exploliting peoples' pstriotic sntie

peats ot tha broedess (netisnel) lovel, end by varﬁauy
attamding te lzesl prodlems, &b the miore-afrnoturs] levels,

This procisely explainc why Prajs Mendal movemonts against
the villainous $egirdari system in Rejocothen were potronized

by the MO to Zhe sxtent of merger, Having porticipoted in
tho preeindepondence politics cnd tooted the svucot egalito-
ricntom of tho Congress, the mosses felt sure thot this
egnlitericn noturc of polities znd thot of tho Congress

argenizetion oo voll would eontinue ¢ oxint oven ofter

indopen@aec 45 sehioved,

Indopenficnee hoving schioved md demoerpey borrswved
from the West end incepted, there ocie cn inevitsdhle resersal

in the noture of the Congress = 1t notufolly 414 awoy vith

1ts egclitericnionm nd took 9 altﬁa » polities as wos

demended by the 'geme of power', The masses esuld not shvisusly
roplize thls drondic ohift in $he noture of politics end the
~politicol orgenizotion preclosly boeomce the loadorship then |

eruprdscd paedplo wkd hoG bon morkedly cetive in the proe
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mﬁegan&énﬂé ogalitorien politdes, end os s rosult, were
in direct trush vith the messes. This leedership with its
tredition o7 comicment to She metion ead the messes helped
neintein the vrosidne of the preeindapendenes pstriotic
forveur, wd Shue Kepd the aperging wonoredioyions ou the
goetel end peliticel torizms of Loy,

‘?his procisely explsing the dominemce in the Refesthen
Politien of prliticliens #ueh a3 Tikarem Paliwel, Hirelel
Bhastrty Jol Wersyen ‘v‘ya‘s, Ookal Bhetf Biats, Monik Lol .vﬁrma,
Hohenlel Sukbedic, Bumbb Ren Arys,; Vottn Rem Firdhs and o
bast of others vhe bad participeted fn the motimncl movenent.
Owing greciaely to this sools « historical privilege that
the 0ld clites anoyed, they kept »ntnunbering the young
legislctors in Rejootben 411 the r,m,ﬂ ssserbly. This also
expleing why 4n Sha asrly phene ot’ﬂazéﬁhan'a palitieaz
oul tura, fretionallsm, personallsm, assteism, comunnlion
mnd regionclism ete, wvoro not thet reopent ond doeperaoted
os they cre in éha current phese,.

With the passagevaf tino the leedership grofuclly

feclinod 1n quolity, cnd oo the prlitiecl eulture, penples)



-7 -

leng echortshed hopes of emmézpatﬂ;an grom the fertors of
social - mscgzau& snf oppraesoion wm?e shotterod, Tollks
of socisl « Justice, peoplets portielpotion ond 4iffucion
af powce p':;ovaﬂ % be s bblloy ymmiaé, It is this reslis
gotion of the hypooritic notare of yaiisics on 'tbe pert of
the mesces that 4s acorning mumnting oocial - tension wmd
cmsc of insecurity emong people in Rojesthen, Thio ie
rethor trae §£ the onunsry a3 n uinle,

In cor amag nf alite » bsokground, ¥ found thot numbep
of oducsted legisla%ors 40 Rsiosthm $2 an 2 grsfael déclmo
sineé the first asseedly, This shOows gradasl dfssocistion
betwesn eSuco%im a4 prlitics on the one hend huté vindlestes
grrving polilen] consefoumoss owng tho tesses on the
other, A mpjority of the verly ollter weres Sducoted bdeompoe
they were 4draun from the pro = indepmdence notioneliot
vovemaat lecfership which wes besically (end hed o da)
politieo » intellectusl in notoro owing tho role (of tnducing
potriotie conscelzusnsss in Che people mé.mbzlsziug them)

it 2ad & play,.



The post - independmee politics oineo besteclly involve
geme of vote end pover demmnd no sush rolo €0 bo pleyed by

tho elites, it rothor cells for such memipuletions :mmd
m@uwes on ¢he port of tho olites thet.harﬂlr feqaire
eﬂécatﬁmx cad intelloot, Tims tho fntolleetunls ore greduolly
devoloping o tcndency to detateh thempelves from the Braasnk
m0t polities, Beoldes, tho masses ero horély ettrooted
to their (intclloctnols?') chivelmt 1dedlogles, Consecaantly
the diatenes botvean the masaes esnd the ineelléemals in
videning Gayéiu ead dayats

He glss found thot most of tho non-metrienlatoe
legislotors vere from the schedulel ceotes méd tridbe
eoncunities., This shovs bosw cdnootfon 49 still o privilege
of only o fow. Derverascy cnd grtra « etmotitutisnal protece
tion corry mo mesming €111 eﬂéaaﬂm retoinsg in tho unprogte
dentes yodlock with the treditionsl scratification cyoten,

Progence of legislctyrs with profesuiosngl backarsund

sueh o3 lev, teaching, meiicins ete. a3 we noted points @

tho feot that independent profoscion cen be pursued glongwith
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the functions of o legislator, But tho groving Jomineance
of egriculturdsats md soelel workers in Rajesthen politios,
08 we noted in our study, indientes kow polities 1o boing
token oo o'ficoms of livalihsod!,

Yonen'c ropresentetion in tho esscodlics bes boen
negligible 5o bes been ilecm&y smong than which is even 1085
then ono » third of the male litorney poreenteze. This spoeks
8f tho haewanena of the Rajosthen odeioty vwhorein wrnan
aajoy av indwpmdenﬁ socisl = slotug,

Wo found Penehayeti Rod institutioan, lunioipol cnd
district beardo, vorious kisen movemants ate.. ( preeindepone
dence MNatitmpol movenent in the ccse of ecrly legislators

es avenues of priiticol portieipotiong casto wné fomily es

8etorninent of personclity md oooicl - stotas playing

significent role in the politiccl sneiplizotion of the

fndivifel olite,




- 02 -

CHAPTER = ¥

Independenco to in?iie moend tore then en ovent that
herolded éna of oppreazive Britich enloninlisn, It of |
necassity azgniftéd& typicnl agnlutinetion of farvcrying
(only Maaly_znéiw) intorosts cnd identitien to ennvorgo
to 'nationknd’, This historic crostion of g nation presented
& Cyplcol ond ancesidentsal mmmattcn of eircunsotances
thet brought ebout o deaired plterstion of politicel aystens
end intereats, proliforated process of psliticel conscisumess
thet nzimed md videned the venuoo of paltﬁtesl partioipcuﬂn,
hence fHrmetion of vertsus piliticsl portles ropresenting
vorirus eless, csste, rogionsl end roliginus ote. intorests
thet syapht thetr esoertion undor the now demorotic system,

“in fmportent structursl chengo in Inéie's politicel
wdamigatim uhich taok place ibiluwing‘ indepandence was
the shift of emphesis from the mass polities of Gandbi to
the 6lite politias of HehMesess.o The eolloetivo suphorie

of the Indicn elites on independeaco reinforeed by the

1, Singh, Yogendro, _Bageys on liodornizotion in Indje’,
Bew Balhxﬁamhar Bonk Lervice, 1973, P«40,



eomplinends of the vestsm damderotic notionag on Infdis

being the first now nction $n Asta to follov the liborol
éemoeratic path to soetel trensformetion™(1) Indepndent
India, thus, cimse ‘parlisnamtory demgereey' o its choloest
form of Ysvornment, UA demverctie politiecs) system maat hove
o plurality of partics to give exprossion t© the divergent
opinions end interests. The opennass 61’ tho paliticol system
therofore, proved maot congeniol for the typicel historieslly
yezﬁeateﬁ diversity = socinl, eultursl, politiecsl ém! eeononic
ote, = of the Tndien soeicty t» seek reprogentotion throogh
mltitadinous orgenisetions of notioncl wnd locel stotuses
hencs the coming ints baing of vartsns sud « cultursl politi-
eel pertics on the Indien politicol ceeme"™(2). Tnltke tho
weat where pirliticsl porties emerged es "politiocl fntorest
group (cs distinguiched from politdoccl feetions) following

tho brogkdswn of edtotes ond neeeleration of industricl

rovolution'{3), the Indien coeicl - strauctarc "hore took

2e ﬂmﬁ Ecg B4, "led
8 mmyeretive study of
1956, ?'!3979

3. Stngh, Y. Op. oft,, P=50,
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ona iong. Jomp from ototus direst to ;)artyv witmvxt oy intofe
venning clessetrensformotion. Consoqently, tho growth of
p21litiesl pertics was wore etetacéa by msmrieﬁy then by
the Malej\tie of sociol forees. As the ;smaa:;ﬁ of politicol-
mofiernizetion begen with these perties in the aréia, led
mainly dy tho esngress, eontrefiiotions élm«ﬁy begen to cmerge™(4)
Thio 1 fnffestel by the recent trends in porty - formstions
”Prag:msxve fointegration of the eongress, Hxmotion of
regiongl politieal perties, a eontinued process of internel
aamsm‘ within coeh porty besed on primordisl loysiities but
rationelized in terms of 1deology of portico from urban t9
rurel class inteprcats owing €5 the progressive erticulotion
of the rursl scotor in political 11fe, mn1d finolly, thé lecok
m oll - Indis pémpecti.ve in the idenlogy of nevly emex-g!.n_g
politienl partiest{5), As o result, emtemporcneons Indda
Bas -Pound "throo cozan wliéical porties of national, cteto

end rogionel chorsobors seenring votes in eithor Lok Schho or

Qe beia" RxaxBi,
s Ibid,, P »~ 81,



Asoetbly or BOtH"(6). It 4o this broed Indien politicsl
scene wvhose mocningful enslysis cen give olues to tho unders
a%mﬁmg of Rojoothen polities vhsse conbing $s our pojor

esneom hero,

& BISTORISTIR OF RAJASTHAN 4

The prosent nome of the steto 43 o o36ified derge
vetive of "Rojputena” or YRajvare” both danoting "Abodo of
Rejputs™{ 7. The terroins thot form todey'c Rajosthon vero
aw, eround $ndopendence, over btwenty smell prﬁcely sbtaten
of whieh etloast "seventom werc ruled by tbe Rejput enstes™(B).
The formption of Reojasthen o3 onc the Indien stetos wes
sompletiod in successive stegess “on Mereh 30, 1949, Rajonthen

wes inengurated o5 o ptete of India™{9), 2nd finally, in

Be 'Roport on_the Third Oeneva) Eleotions in Indtg'
Vo1, IT (Btotistioal), Mow Deihi, 1252, PP=12-13,

7 vﬁm&, 5.P,y Bheobhrl, CePe & ﬁﬁthﬂr, PJ.C. eﬁﬁo,
in_Rafor

') _Report on tho Third Oenergl B
Jofpurs niversily of Ra;ast.hm, 1955.

Be Hetncr, f&ymn,, '‘Stato Politics in Indin', Princoton:
Princoton Univorsity Press, 1838,

Do H@m, CP.' ' il 6Y..04 A I¢ ;
Inéden Stagot, Ueu Delh:; crimt Lanmmcﬂs, 1050, 1270,




1956 promlgetion of 'stotes rceorgsnization Aet' led to the
mmeﬁi&n af centrolly edminiaﬁaré& ajmer to Ro§esthen®( m).
Baving cons 4nto being in 1949, Rojasthen remamad ander
control of £ intcrim government headed by o numbar of Chief
Hintsters end o oenfor buresaerst ti1l Horeh, 1962 when 1t

firat capericnced the edngtitution of e logisletive conenbly,

. JEB_GONGREIS PARTY

Gihea independmee oo is the éasa wi%h st nf the
Todien states end eentor the congress hoo been the mightiost
pﬁlittcai orgenizotion in Rgjesthan 'whieh has ropresented
g historiesl consansus nd o eontinaous 53319 of sy, port end
traott( 11), The rocson bebind fta popularity lics more in
bigtary then snything alaé. Prior to méepmééace, the
Congress wes aot o paliticol porty in the teoinionl sonse of
the term, but o plot-fam' for emilective mbdilizationt( 12).
This bistoriesl sdvantage 15 enjoyold by the congross which

only 1s the preeipitets of the pro -« indopendent "Indien

10, States' Reorgenisotion Commission Aot, 1057, 7th
Amenfmant in the Indizn » Constimtlon, P9,

11,  Kotheri, He§ni., 'Congress Systenm in Tndie!, fofim
Survey, Vol, 4, 12 Dceember, 1934, PP, 1=1%,
12, Staph, Y, 0pe ﬁito_g P=804 .
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Hotimmel Congross « the only scurea from ﬁneé'e ﬁeve enenoted
meay prliticel psrtles' in the cheuging esntingence of histori.
ecl eirenmstences(13). As for Rajsathen s eancorned the
Indicen ationgl Congress hed *All Indip State Peoplo’s Congress
there afffltoted to it, cnd, es whose provineicl unit hed
funetionod 'Rojputena Perehutys Scbha' ints whioh wes morged
the prejo mendels oPrund 1943, She Indien Wotioncol Congress

s 4% hef o dbroad notional parspeetive, reprosented g Dooros
struaturol rasmtmeat henee straznle egoinst tho foreign rules.
But 46s (I.0.C.) affilletes 4n Nojesthen though beoicolly bound
to thoir principol becensa of the cOmIOn C2R0O of indopmdaco,
hed othor 10cel cences t0 s6Pve notobly tho tehboelition of
Jogirdort oysten® aee». Tho sueaezs of the TIC, thuo, in
robilizing the mosses e tho notisnol level primorily nwed

to 1¢ts stroteny of effilisting sub - cultural ené cubestractarsl
orgenizetions by acenrding resly reedgnition o the s0eio -
econonie ccuses they stoond for.

»

Congress porty, the reengnizod proeipitato of the
1.7.C. y presided over the intearation of Rojputena staties end

13, id,



1ctor boceme responsible for tho cbolitfon of Jonirdort
system; This best expleineg oongroess ﬁﬂpularicy cnd donminengo
- 4n Rojesthon, The ebolition of Jegirdari system ves nctarelly
to turn tho deprived ralers fnto virilo opponcts of the
eanpgross. Tois unpreeciented developnent eould provo noxias.
to Lts (eongross) procpeets in the first genersl ond ossembly
aléunlcm in tho offing sinco this dopropartied e¢lonss hed
meh of influence 1loft on thelr ox = sabjocts, As o recult,
the eongross begen Ffegporstoly looking far foviarsble phlitiesl
aéausmcs end whieh 416 trumphently oeceompliched by luring
the ezmohorojes pert&mlaﬂy o f Joipur, Fieipur, Kots, Jofhpur
eto. to prootigirus designoeltions end positions in the porty.
Notvithstending this, the moherajes rcmeiaet uncontended hence

e>ald hordly prove fidel ¢o the congress, a9 notes Bhergovas
“those princos were strange to the nov demeraetic set - up;
end were facing the Froblens oi‘ ed;ﬂstmms. t/ell before the
first forth coming polls, they finelly emerged es o united

foree to "pupport the newly born *Ren Bajyo Perished?{15)

15.  Govt. of Indla Eleetion camisamn "W
21 a1o0tion in Indle, 1051-52, Vol.1T,{Gtetisticold,



whnich vos 5 major threot oo the eangress sgpirations sssoeiasted
vith the clectfons, Out of the total 180438 ooe. pon Ragyo

Poarishad degged a«;,(m en? the {ndepenfents %( 18) 7he
Congress, thas, formed the gove, headed by J.N. Ves in the

first ever legislative Assably of Rejesthen vhich wes ine
eugursted on Horeh 29, 1052{19), Tnig Gove,, renarks Join,
"aptly peld aéemtian- to the genuine need of emoliorating the
1ot of sgrorien commnity vhich formed the bulk of the populow
tion of the stats ond these lend legisleotions were designed ¢o

froo the communisty from fendel fottersi(20) The congre:s now

boving eequired the ruling stastus remeined simply preoocupied
with hcadling the depropertied Rojuwerss until 1854 vhen an
unwented developuant shook 1t down to 1ts roots, Twonty Dur
Rojput legislotors wero token into the 14 of tho congresc which
shvioasly moved the Jats - the poasmt eaate that ocermt for

a ennaniderchle proportion of Rajosthon's populrtion « ond net

16 * Ibia.
17, hid,
18e Ibiai

19,  "Ropart on the sdmintstretion of Rajasthen, Govt,
Pross, 1068, Pe5,

204 Jain, Colle Ops eit,, F=213,



only whose sup,.ort vas foecisive 8o the emsngress viotory dat
why had by nov lorgely diffused inty the congress orgonizotion

ennd hod esmo $5 sccupy ioportant pﬁs’.t&ms vithin the perty
end in the ministry es well, This 1cd o the cmergenee of
twd rivel grups wvithin the Congress,

Tho intre « mgr_eaﬁ tassle fine_}.lé resulted fn o big
rosktuffle in the ministry. Vyas who sup.orted tho Rojputs wes
replescd by HMohon Lol Sukhedfis ¥ho was boeked by the Jats,
This eome &5 the Rejputs as o denlel of importence to them,
But in the long run Sukhafio lorgely succeeded in pooifying
the Rpjputs who vers sure ¢» prove o graet threct ts the

‘eongrecs in tho coming wocerbly e)eetion.

There 15, tovevor, one tread thot hcs bean widoly noted,
Costes hsVe boen inercesingly mobilimed for obtsining politicsl
support both at tho stote nd notionsl lavels of political
psrticipation”( 21)_. In foct, coste md prlitics will have %o
go togother in Infia sinee ccste 1s o form of soeisl strati-
fieption ceste influences polities in Mdis throagh the funetion.

ing end emergonce of dominent costes, <These dominent gestos

21, Stngh, Yopendre, Op, ¢it., P=54,
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begsn t5 de challenged by lover - middle eastes through o
slov process of politicsl mobilization end incregsing politicel
conselousness eoong them, Jats dn Rajasthen, Heryehu, ete.

slovly cmerged z8 aew emtaders for powver(22),

Despite mieh of opposition end its own weoknagses the

Congraess, neverthelecs, remsing dominent in the Rajesthen
polities precicely bocmuse 0f L5 strately of providing the
‘moens’ to tho ascendent coSte’s (Yala) chollmge t5 the
entrenched (domincnt) castes end sim&mmasw geting es 5
shres of ¢ eonsgidersdlie proportion of the cntrenched caates!
polities too, This shruld ot be token to moen thet antire
gemt of both the polities (the entrenched’s end the eseandents'.
1s enedmpassed by the Congress but considerebly lorge propore
tions of both the politics ore within tho control of the
eongresa. o other politicel orgenizotion in Rejasthen oduld
volne the parport of the changing trads fn polities so deeply
end widely es the congreass 44,

S8ukhedie's wise hendling of tho resented Rojputs ond

o fow other importent politicel adjustments brought the porty

22, Ibid,



anexpocted snocess ot the polls. Tho seeond Assarbly (1057,
"wheroin there wea o shift in cuphasis -« from moasures 5f
em&mic emaﬁeipeﬁim to socisl sad progressive legislotion”(23),
wvith a vaise& strength of 17 hed 119 cvngress uetbers while
tho Ram Rojye Perished oould bog only 17 scels oo ofcinst its
strength of 24 in the preceding logislcture, Kem Rpjye 0
Porished's influence Acteriorated becsuse of meny of Jagirder
end Zemindar petrongt ﬁeés.aiaxz ts esntest the election es
mﬁagméeazs_ wko oleimed o shaore of 28 soets this time, This
hyuse 1.9., tho seeond sssemdly, informs Jein, "hcd pevsoatry,
the largest group wvhieh hod olresdy becn benafited by a seriss
of lend roforms, and obviously, 1t 418 not gsupport the
oprosition™(24) .

Congress pr1itios in Rajasthen oo olso in g1l other states
end ot the Centre cs well, hes undoudtedly been cn Yolite

pol1itics*(25) whieh 19 Ddesieslly 'meintenencee orfianted' devold

23, Joln, CoMey Ope ail,, P=224,
34. 361&, coﬁa ¥ ?*227‘

25, A politics thet amy].ﬁ socks to protect the interosts
of & few who are on the fenco of the ruling politiesl

poy Ve
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of tprineiplod « Polfties’, that 43, its {congress) politles
ia made tﬁ function to bosicolly seck md eontrive gituations
Shed! 9811 mersly mesn 1%3 eontinustion in povor, Tuo depro=
pertied maﬁaéajas end Segirdars reunited under the leadership
of HNakareni Gayastri Devli of Jaipur ﬁo forn Swotentro Party
winse najor objeoctive recmed leoss $o win ceats end more to
a;;mse eongress vith nmeximum night, This threst from without
proved mogt unfortunsto 2 the evngress sineo 1ts orgenize=
tisnal eahaaim ves Biready endengored by o poteant threet fron
utthin - rosentment among jobt wenbers nroving owving to thea
ineinsion of Rejputs in the porty end sllotoment of impoyrtcnt

positiong to them(23). This intomzl development syrbolized
nothing but on intraelite esmpetition whooe elenr ~ cut hoseo

wvero ecste, cless c¢and region, Though foced with thio noxlous
erisic and exposed to the extemel threst posed by Swentatro,
the Congress somchov nensged to have 88 seats out of 173 thus
only uorginelly roteining the right to form the governnent,

Swentutra'’s porforncnee wes no less ramerkedle. It hod begged

23. Eminent Jot leofiars 1ike P.C, Visof end U.R, Mirdhs vere
tso unhoppy over lcgheroje lioPish Chend being given o
echinat poptfolio,



35 socots, About this Joln notess "the ruling perdy wes e
divided uso ené et tho scmo time there appearcd no subo-
tentiol signs in the opposition gryups ss well of mstoring
sufﬁcimk strength © repleoc the sane snd provide 2 wrkedlo
slternative to ensare tho continuenee of periicnientry fomde
OroBYs s .40+ the Third genoral cleations rovesled thot if
the esngrass foiled i:*a grosp the reolity it mum greduslly

be oroded fron powar™(27),

Thas degpise esntinuef threat # 1%s survivel by a
vorloly of catesonistio politicol forces the edngress remained

a truimphent politicesl entity sweeping the polls end forming
0755, succassively till tho deawn 0of the sizxth ezsexdly

aleationg in 1977

Aleost throo decades of i.nvinctbw eongress rule with
a stigne of 'cathoriterioniomt thot 18 custetned of the cluse

of the 1cast decnde prompted entl « eongrass foreos $o teatoti-

vely eanverges to asingle point of unity ot the nstionel cnd the
state lovel es woll as to provide o massive orposition ¢ the

congress in the coming oleotinsns by approprictely cxplodting

27. Joing Cullsy Ope o1%, Pe227 cnd P“’EQQQ
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snd expoasing tts (esngress) politicel blunders, Join remerks
thet "tho opposition roslized thet 1f sﬁey oould form elliences,
they wuld boe eble $o dcfeal the congress party™(28),
Jena Sengh, Sootelist, Swotentre mnd Bhartiye Krenti
Dol ate, united to ba known z9 Jente porty which cchieved
snexpseted succass In 1¢s nission of bloving the congress into
bits in thoe sixth Lok Sgbha end assembly elsotions in 1977 in
wvhichk Janeta by dm*z nf swesping over i*rl:;a polls in meny of the
states oad Lok Sebhs in genaial, en@ Rejasthen in persfealsr,
The Rojasthen Fenata Uovd, wes 1lef by Bhoiron Singh Shekthewat.(23)
Bat the Jenota rule st the Centeor =nd in slstes as olen
in Rajoothen proved ophamerel md finegily erllapsed under fts
own barden in o 1ittle over twn yoers, Tho diversity of ﬁhe
Intcoreats thet the Jonotes peorty sought o narture was {ndeed
mightior thon tho foeble bond thot united them, Yhet the
tgrend olllence® of 1071 betwecn Buwatentra end the Jana Sengh
gought ené degperately folloed m' its migsion wes this tine

echieved dy the Jensto.(30)

29, In the 1971 esooecubly slegtions of Rajoasthon the Jaie Sengh
end Swatcntrs Perties mede en plliocnce tormed cs tho'grend

ollicnee’ &0 oppose the ocongrens. This ollicnee drev masuie
ve support from tho induotrinlists ecnd exeralers,
0. Chotarvedl, H.R.,, "Congress pwoops in Rojasthon esserbly

cloctionss A trend anelysis”, Indim Journel of Po
Soionce, Vol XXXTIIY, Jﬁ.3,’3a1ya83pt.,1972. 11tical



Following the mid - term poll in 1979 - of c¢ourse a

sequel to the gross debacle of the Janata to survive - the
congress(Bl)-ceme triumphant in the perliamentary and sssembly

elections of most of the stetes including Rajasthen,

The Jena Szngh: 1is one of the most psramunt political forces

in Rajasthen as elsewhere in the country vehemently opposed
to the congress, 1Its c¢lose links with the R.S.S. and presence

in 1t of some of the most outspoken fundamentalist Hindus

promot one to conclude that it is s communel organization
whose main objective is to crush the Indian Muslims,

The Janag Sangh derives its 1denlogy as well as bulk of

1ts rank =and file from the R.S.S.(32), Which claims to be a

purely apolitical social - welfare orgenization aiming at
trevivalism of ancient Hindu culture and establishment of

Akhanda Bharat.(33)

31, The question of Bmergency (that wes 1lmposed in 1975 by
the ruling congress) came to fregment the congress into
two breakaway perts nemely the Cong.(I) and the Cong.(S),
It was the former that proved mightiest.

32. Weiner, Myrono, 0po cito, P-194,

33, Golwalker, M.S., 'We or our Nationhood Defined’
PN, Indurksr, Bharat Publicstions, 1939, P-21,
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| The Jena Sangh thus is nothing but the political platform

of the R.5.3. Bulk of its membership 1s recruilted from the
urban ~ based petty - bourgeois (to be more precise, urben
besed vaishyess in the Indisn context), Presence of bulk of
urban - based vaishyas in thé Jana Sangh of Hindu cultural
tradition and Akhanda Bherat carry a .deep sociolagical meaning
for a student of Indian society.

In the geriptursl verna gystem vaishyas pleced third
had been fully endowed with monopolistic rights over trade
and business by the Hindu cultursl tradition(32), They thus
cerried out business and trade In a most favourable atmosphere
in that threats of competition were hardly passed by other
castes,

Procegses of modernization are engendering, zpart from
other things, occupstional - mobility in the contemporary
Indiean society, Owing to growlng industriazlizstion and finan-
cial capitalism capable enterpreneurs from different castes

and communities are tsking to business, trade and industry

34, SeeJoshi, PoS., 'Cultursl History of Ancient India’',
New Delhi: S, Chend & Co, Ltd., 1978, PP. 47-61 & 85-85




undermining the pervasive position of the vd shyas in the

world of commerce and industry., This severly frustrates the
vaishyas (B“anyas; Mahajens in the context of Rajasthen) who

had enjoyed their place in the Hindu hilerasrchical system to

the best of thelr adventsge for 2 pretty long time,
The R.S.S. 2nd’ the Jena Sangh sre, therefore, a platform

for menifestation of the occupstion - enxiety of the veishyas;
and for the mobilization and consolidstion of their strife to
have the past Hindu cualtursl tradition restored back so that
they ragein thelr unquestioned traditional dominence in the

realm of Indlan trade and commerce,
Hindu communalism zrose, as history would suggest, only

in reaction to myuslim communslism which emerged much esriier
as z consplirecy of the eolonists, As the general uncerstan-
ding goes, the R.S.5, and the Jena Sangh sre the main pursuers
of Hindu communzlism today, 'Unfbrtuhately, Hindu enommnalism
is understandable and explansble today in no other terms but
only in terms of Hindy - Muslim strife,

Since no religion in India be it Zorastrianism, Jainism,

Buddhism, Sikkhism or Charistianity but only Islam could
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culturelly struggle with Hinduism to some extent. It(Islam)
met with initisl success in bullding - up a superficial
cultursl - base perallel to that of Hindn culture in India

for which Hindulsm was more responsible than the so - called
militant Islém.(BS) Muslim communszlism got highly pronounced
by the partition of Indies in 1947. The territorigl sepsration

was forcibly brought to vindicete the unnatural but expligtt

cultursl distinction between Hindus ond Muslims, snd slso 0
vindicate thet Muslims by dint of their cultursl unity end
numerical - preponderznce are cepsble of Alsmembering the
gesgrephical brundaeries of the Indian society and culture,

Such 2 trend is nsturelly highly repnlsive and deserves a
potential check where restorstion of Hindu culture and establish-
ment of Akhanda Bharat zre concerned, Muslims and thelr

religion and culture thus obviously were and have to be the

chief concern for Hindu communalism znd its vanguard - the

ReS.3, and the Jana Sanghe

35e See Mujlb, Ms, 'The Indlen Muslims', London: George
Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1957,
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Apart from the vaishyss, the Jana Sangh in Rajesthen
(es slso in the country s 2 whole) Brahmins, Kshtriyes,
refugees from Pekisten, and other non - velshyss notably
the members of Arye Samaj end Senstam Dharam ete,(36)
The Govts by psssing en Act nemely the tPublic Trust Act!
declzred temples =nd assncizted properties as 'Public
Property” thereby liguifating the rights of owership of
individual Brahmin femilies over these properties which
acerued handsome regular income. The resented Brahmins with
a view to launching a struggle =gsinst the Govt,, therefore,
joined the Jana Sangh.

Revivalism of the pest Hindu culturel tredition that
runs through the Jana Szngh 1deology as a fundamental concept

bore mach of promise for quite 2 number of the displeced

eTistoerstic Rajputs in that restorzstion of Hindu culture
would mean revitallizetion of the Aivine sﬁperiority of the
kshtriyas over the massses, and earn them their treditinnal

excellence of plece In the Hindu strstificetion - system,

3o Swernker, R.C.'Legisletive elite in Rajesthan:A sncinlo-
gical study', M.Phil Dissertetion,JNU,New Delhi, 19%0,pP-74,
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Infsct, Swententra perty's ideology itself was @& miniesture of
the oversll Janz Sangh i1declogy(37). Both emphasize reglrri-
fication of Hindu culture but the Swstantras pin - pointed the
concept of the divinity of the kshtriys - rule, So, meny of
the menbers of depfopertied Rejput aristocratic cless in
Rajasthan who under - estiﬁated or sbhored due to any reason
Gayetrl Devi's leadership in the Swantantre joined the Jana
Sangh, There are instences when both of these politicsl parties
united by contriving tectfui alliances to give mgssive op.o-
sition to the congress in Rajasthan.

Conformity of the Sindhi Refugees from Psklsten to the
Jana - Szngh 1deology does not obvinusly call for much of(
explenation, They have been resl viectims of Muslim - commu-
nalism around the time of pasrtition in 1947(38).

With the coming in of the Britishers znd gradual perpetus-
tion of their power in India, christisnity trok Adespercstely to
saboteering the Hindu society by way of eptly exploiting its

(Einduism's) shameful inegalitsrisn character(39).

37. See Kamel, K.L.,'Spotlight on Rajasthen Politics: Traditional
Cpallenge in an Incdien State!,Jalpur:Prakash Publishers,1957,

38e Haerman, S, 'Plight of Muslims in India', don:
D.L. Pﬁblication, 077 Loncon:
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Arya Samaj, Brahms Samaj, Sanaten Dheram, Ram Krishen Mission
ete. soclo - religious movements, as history would suggest,
arose within Hinduism sas defence‘- mechanism 2gsinst the
challenge of ehristisnity. These movements aimed st hemmering

sut fatsl evlils such as severe Inegslitarisnism etes that had
perpetusted in Hinduilsm so zs to seve 1t (HBinduism) from

extinetion, This explains the members of these organizations
to the Jane Sengh; The importance of the Jans Sangh to the
Rajasthan polities can be judged by the fact thet in the Jensta
regime during 1977-79 in Rajasthen, Bherion Singh Shekhawst,
a Jena Sangh member, was chosen the Chief - Minister of the
State,
SWATAN TRA ¢

This palitical perty was organized prior to the third

Assembly elections of Rgjasthan by Mshereni Gayatri Devi of Jaipur

39, To the oppressed znd resented lower - rungs of Hindu society,
eriristlianity naturslly proved to be an unexpected and sudden
blow of fresh and soothing breeze daringly bresking into
the severely suffocating confines of Hinduism, Hinduism
was not confronting such a chasllenge for the first time,

Its long history which is rather full of such conbsts hes
fully equipped it to osut do whetever eomes as o threat to
1ts survival, Fincduism is highly privileged in the sense
thet it represents s deep congruence =nd reciproecity between

Contdﬂt &
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It had 2 trans - state influence - base mostly confined to
the north of the vindhyas, The psrty symbolized no more than

a renewed attempt of the desperate Aepropertied fendsl elements
to reorganize to reagssert their lost identity and interest.

Kamal rightly observes that Swatantrz wss nothing more or
less than a 'Political expression of fedusl frustration'(40).
The Jana = Sangh had zccommodated but only a negligibly tiny

secetion of these discarded feudal overlords whose massive

majority, however, remained dissatified with the Jana Sangh ss,
in thelr opinion, it could nurture their interests but only in

an 1ndirect‘way and theat too just for neme's sake, They,

Cf)n td. sd e 390

culture and religisn, Blements of culture and religion hsving
melted together have perpetusted down to the roots of the Indien
society., Between culture and religion, it is the former which is
primary to s soclety., It 1s often forgotten that religions emer-
ging end flourishing as z reaction to Hinddism(Brahminism in the
~case of anclent India) such as Jzinism and Buddhism, or religions
~coming In from foreign lands ®hrough conquests end immigrations
1like christisnity end Islam éid not have separate cultural - bases
but only bellef - systems. Whetever cultursl-basses they eould
build-up In the course of time were largely dérawn from the Indian
culture itself whlich was more or less o Hindu culture. This cul-
turel superiority rendering Hinduism superior and pervasive to
~sother religions enables 1t to sustszin cinallenges to it from
within end withhutse Thils explains why religions 1like Jainism,
Buddhism, Christianity and Islem growing on the wesknesses »f
Hinduism developed in the ¢rurse of time the same wezknesses in
themselves,

40 Kamé]_, K‘Lo, Opo cit.



therefore, reorgenized themselves under the banner of 'Swantantral

And, to widen their mass - base they found 1t most wise and
tectful to seek glorification of the ancient Indiean culture,
Kamal informs thsat during the elections Gayatri Devi worshipped
in seversl templés which had power-ful impact on the masses.

Swaténtra like meny other political orgenizations had
merged into the Janata party during the 1977 electinns hence
had 2 teste of rule,

THE B.X.D. and the Lok Dal:

With the growth and diffusion of demoerstic forces the
eongress graduslly began to dlsintegrate sinee 1t enruld not
keepk pace with the growing demeands of stratification (see Y,
Singh, 1978, P-50), a2nd, also the chapter on 'caste snd politics'
in the same book, T[The elites of ascendant(41) castes who
generally occupy lower positions 1n the traditionally strong
politicel parties, tend to breakaway from the older organlzation
end form new polltical perties ag srenas for their own status

ascendsnce in political leadership(42). Breaking-awsy of jaf

41, A term used by Kotheri, Rajni for middle and 1lower mifdle
castes as quoted by Singh, Yogendrz in his book, Op., cdt,

42, Singh, Yogendra, Op. clt., P~55,



elites like Charen 3ingh etc. from the Congress and forming

B.K.D. which later turned into Lok Dzl lends support to Singh's

proposition,

In Rajasthen, 2 former minister in Sukhadia's ministry,
Khumbh Rem Arys, dominsted B.K.D. thet leter extended 1ts support
to the Lok Dal to the extend of merger,

In 1977 following s unity call to =2ll the polltical parties
oprosed to the congress to provide an alternstive of the congress,

the Lok Dal merged into Jenate. And,Ait was only Janeta's rule
in Rejasthan thet the Lok Dal influenced Rajasthen politics to

some extent. Barring this, there is hardly enything on the part

of the Lok Dal that tempts us to trest it in detail.

RADICAL POLITICE:

The successive assembly elections thsat we have trested
at length esrlier have been highly dissprointing where achie-
vements and influence of political orgenizations pursuing left-
politics aTe concerned, Remprkeble among them sre the C.P.T.,
‘the C.P.I.(M) end the Socislist Party. Barring the C.P.I.(l)
which somehow mansges to survive end break its way into Rajas-

than politics by dint of 1ts Influence among = section of



industrial workeré inhsbiting the peripheries of Jalpur, the rest
thet is, the C.P.I. end the socisglist party hsve not even meagre
amount of mass - base to thelr credit.

If a requisite level of 1néustrialization is teken as an
essentisl condition for the perpetustion of radicel politics,
one is convinced whyg.: 1eft - pdlitics could not mske z mark in
the politics of Rajasthan which undoubtedly lacks industriali-
zatlon hence industrial 1lsbnur., But the hollowness of this
assumption then 1s potently exposed by the realities that eastern

pért of U.P., and to some extent, Bihar present. These terreins
are no less backward too in Industrisl prospects than Rajasthen
nevertheless, left - pdlitics not only prevails but dominates
there by mobilizing the peasantry and the 1landless agricultural

lebour to zn extent thet no other political organizstion mztches,

lo this question, Singh(43) presents a quite convincing answer:
Socio - logical studies heve shown that ectusl deprivefion,
economic or social, does not matter ss much in people's eveluation

of the betterment of their 1ife chances s does thelr perception

43, Singh, Yogendra, Op, cit., P-55,
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or evaluation of depfivation. Education; pplitical - mobili-
iation ané comzunicatlon may be such importent varisbles, 1In
this respect eomaunication 1és an 1mgrotant position, If the
rate of economic growth in a region is slow but the communi-
cstion holds on important position. If the rste of econbmic

growth in s region is slow but the communlcetion multiplier

is high, there mzy develop radical politlical movements, depen-
ding upon a sultable combinestion of other verlebles, And,
there hardly sorises the need to note here that Rasjasthan hes
neither zn exelted level of communicetion nor has it hither to
witnessed other varisbles functionsl to radicsl politics.

Left, thus, poses no challenge elther to the Congress or
its opponent organizations in Rejesthen,

To conclude, we found that except for = perilod extending
e 11lttle over two years when the Jenata perty apreared on the
mwrizons of politicel dominance, the Congress remeins an un-
challenged political force In the statey, In the first place
what probsbly helped the Congress to mgke eagsy swey over ather
political perties wes the general belief of the masses that
it (the Congress) has descended down from the Indian Netisnsl

Congress which apart from steergudrding the natlonal movement
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had 2lso vitelly associagted itself with the enti - feudsl

prajs - mendal movements in Rajesthen., And, secénﬁly, the
Yongress proved to possess requisite politicel farsightendmess
by encompassing andé sptly eXploiﬁing verying regionsl, ceste,
class, comrunal etc, interests, Compsred to other ponlitical
organizations it haé a mobile =and heterogenous composition of
leadership shrewd enough to perceive end materialize tactful
slliances when needed, and capszble enough to sustain continuel

threats that factionallsm posed to 1ts organizetion coheslon,

The Swetantra, as we have already enalysed, was e politlcel
party representing tbé deep frustration and desperate urge 9f
the dethroned princely class to reasssert their lost interests
ané¢ identity., They endesveured to bulld - up their mass - base
by seeking glorificetion of anclent Indian socio - religinus
philosophy thet once s~ught to justify the divinity of the
Kshtriye rule. This explsins why the Swaténtira had close

affinity with the Janas Sangh In Rajasthan. The Swatantra

undenisbly succeeded in its socio - political mission but its

. success proved ephemeral since with the passage of time and
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dirfuslon of democrztic forces the masses were gecting more
and more conscious. The Congress having tactfully championed
the people's cause and taken 2 s0lild anti - feudel stend
naburelly met in Swatantrs 1%s mightiest enemy. Needless

to say, the antl - feudsl policy of the Congress was moTre of
a political judgement then 2 genulne and sopntane=ous concern
for humenity. There are instances when the Congress had in

its fold members from the princely cless.

The Jana Sangh hand In glove with the R.S.S. whome 1t
borrowed its ideology from remains =n entirely urbanbazsed
politicel organization counting l:srgely on the éupport of
the urban Valshyss (Mahzjenas in Rajasthan), Sindhi refugees
from Pakisten and Bralmins resented agsinst the government
becsuse of its policy of snatching temple proverties from
them, Velshyas' pre = déminence in the Janz Sangh owes tn
the fezet thet their trocditionsl monopolistic right over

business and trade could'be best protected by the Hindu cultursl

tradition.

The Lok Dal representing the interests of the peasentry,

emerged, as weé have analysed, as a2 socio - historical inevita-
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bllity. We found social scientists agreeing thst democrati-
zation, extension of bureauncracy, priority o rural sector

in plenning and emphasis on regional development led to diver-
sification of the early Indien National Congress into regional
poplitical parties based on lingusl, caste, communal, tribel,
seetarisn ete, solidarities. Lok D2l is & gtaring example

of this diversificatione.

We found thset radicel politics could not esrn a vigble
place in Rgjasthen mainly beécause of psuclty of requisite pre~
ponderence of industrisl lebour class due to leck of industri-
 311zat1on in the stste, It (radical polities) e~uld havé
built - up its mass - base amongst the peasantry and the
landless agricultural lsbour class as 1s the case with the
communist politics in eastern U.Pe. and.Bihér. But this e>uld
not happen in Rajasﬁhan be;ause in the cass of peasantry
(andraristocraCy as well far that matter) there was m almost
absolute but coincidental congruence between 'c¢lass! and

'‘caste's The 'Jats' as a caste constitute st least elghty

percent of the Rajasthan peasantry (as Rajputs as a 'caste!
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formed st least 907 of Rajsesthan sristoerscy class). The
peasantry, therefore, was slready united on caste lines, This
unity did herdly provide eny avenue of break through to communism
which in Rajssthan 1s unfortunately confined to the world of

academics and intellectuszlse




Chapter-VI

'caste, class, factipnalism and politics';

Caste and pditicss-

The distinctive typicality of Ind%an pnlitiés lies
in dits inseparable and sometimes unexplanable associatiun
with castes. And, there are times when’Indim politics acquire
close to merely a tactful arrangement of reprgsentatians of
castes destined to share power. No less frequently are visible
on the horizons of Indian politics grim caste<onflicts and
powerful caste-alilances. Rajasthan bﬁing only a sub-structure
within the macro-structural Indian poiitics is no exception where
this deep-rooted typicality of associa.ion of caste and politics

is concerned.

Such interpretations, however, are divorced from theore-
tical considerations in that they only seek to explain the phenomenon

of 'caste and politics' at a superficial level.

Romila Thapar, Rajni Kothari, Rudolphs, Ghurye, Srinivas
and Y.Singh are some of the most prominent contemporaneous social
scientists whose depeneable studies not only confirm the penetrating
role of cast in Indian politics but also tend to present a diag-

nosis of the phenomenon.,

This essentiality of the sssociation of caste with the
Indian politics and vice~versa accrues out of the "long-jump
that the social-structure took from statusg direct to party,

without any intervening class-transformatiqn.“(1)

ﬁl) Singh, Yogendra, 'Essays on 'Modernization in India!'

New Delhi:Manohar Book Service »1978,p 50
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The typical association of 'cgste‘and politics’
representing a unique and unprecedented intercourse between
polity and society has to essentiatly continue as an 'inevita-
bility' as long as India is even in the slightest grip of
traditionalism, Societies that are only "in the transitional

stage of modernization process",2

The general assumptionthat 'caste manipulates politics'h
has come to be challenged by Kothari5 and Rudolph 6 who argue
that it is politics Wwhith uses caste for "articulation of
support since it provides ready and immediate organization
in which the masses are to be found"7 and, in this process a
caste comes to be even changed,8 Caste, however, is hot mandatorily
the only means available to the pursuers.of politics competing
for power. They look for"new sources of support and create

groups and loyalties on new and varied bases"9

2 &3 Ibid. |
L, Srinivas, M.N,, 'Caste in Modern India 5,d other

Essays'Bombay ; Asia Pub, House,1962,pp 23-41,

5 Kothari, R,ed., 'Caste in Indian politics',New Delhi
orient Longman, 1970.

6. Rudolph, Llyod & Rudolph, S.H., "The Political Role

of Indian Caste Association Pacific affairs, Vol.XXII,
No.1, March, 1960, pp.5-27.

7. Kothari, R., op.cit.
8. Ibid,
9. Bhatt, Anil, "Caste and Politics in Akola", 'The

Economic Weekly, 24 .aug., 1963 ,p.146,



- 114 =

Though free India disowned Gandhism the essence of
which meant'populism' and ‘egalitarianism' yvet upliftment
of the untouchables was accorded top priority by the ruling
Congress headed by Nehru, and,this indibutably meant political
support of therconcerned castes to the Congress. "Politics is
a competitive enterprise.... its process is one of identifying
and manipulating exiSting and emerging éllegiénces inorder to
mobilize and consolidate positions.... where the castestructure
provides one of the principal organisational clusters,politics
must strive to organize through such a structure. The alleged
casteism of politics is thus no more and no less than politici-
zation on caste. It is something in which both the forms of the
caste and the forms of politics are brought nearer eachother,
in the process changing both. By drawing the caste-system into
its web of organisation, politics finds material for its own
design. In making politics their sphere of activity, caste and
kin-groups on the otherhand get a change to assert their identify
and to strive for positions".{10) It was not hen the ‘'concern' for
‘philonthrophy' and ‘welfare of the masses' but the compulsions
of democratic politics whose operational value was a written
constitution that forced the post-independence Indian politics
to identify and manipulate resented traditional collectivities

that on the one hand were giant stock of already organised

allegiances, and on the other were easy to be identified.

10. Kothari, Raijni, op.cit.




and politicized in that'politicization' to them meant emanci-
pation from social humiliation and suppression that they were
subjected to from time millinia.. It is this utilitarianism

of the contemporaneous Indian politics that best explains the
political, social.and economic patronages and priorities being
gien to the scheduled castes and tribes whose numerical preponder-
ande fortunately enclosed within 'traditional collectivities!®

is not something to be overlooked by ‘'politics'. In the process
thus, these collectivities bem me quite responsive and recipro-

cative to politics.

In the process of politicization, a caste 'does not disappear’
(Kothari) by ‘changing into clasx ' (Y.Singh 1978) but "undergoes
anly corporate organizational meahanisms emerge" (Y.Singh, 1978).
And, attainment of political power could bring about fundamental
status-mobility in caste. (11) This vindicates only intra-caste
mobility which can by no mezns he equated with the significance
of the role of inter-caste mobility whidr is indispensable to
modernization. Inter-caste relations, on the contrary are
‘strained since in this politicization process, a caste organization
achieves consolidation and consciousness to the extent of creating
its separate individual and independent identity as a 'unified

social-structure', (a term used by Paul R.Brass) which becomes an

essential condition

11. A, Panikkar, K.,M.: 'Hindu Society at Cross Roads',

Bombay; Asia Publishing House, 1955. '
B. Srinivas. M.N.: 'Social Change in Modern India,

Berkeley: California Univ. Press, 1966.
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for its (caste) being responsive to politics under the

contemparay utilitarian democratic political system.

The creation of such a reciprocity—oriented.identity
necessarily implies its isolation from other identifies
to attain utmeot independence. This trend of isolatiorf
may accrue a situation wherein an unhealthy competion between
the aspiring.identities may become unavoidable keeping in view
the fact that politics, as quoted by Kothari, is byt a competitive
enterprise and a key to acquisition of power for the realization of c¢
certain goals, This competition sometimes manifests itself in

direct and violdent caste-conflicts.

Astonishingly enough, side-by-side with such pitched caste~
conflicts are heard of caste-alliances as both "fusion and fission
continually go on as the interaction of principles of status
(birth), class (economic position) and power witﬂin the caste-

system keep changing the balance of inter-caste and Iintra-caste

rektionship". (11)

Caste~-clusters and groups that share a somewhét common
identity accruing solely out of the principle of status, vis-a-vis
equally and more competeut caste-organisation/s came to contrive
alliances among them. Such alliances are only momentary represent-
ing only marginal merger of interests and unity of action riented
ot a limited goal. A forward versus backward tussle recently
witnessed in Bihar is the most suitable example to this effect.

Such caste-alliances eome as an inevitability of the typical

competitive character of the political system.

As a result of consolidation of caste-identity, contrived

purely as a ‘response-mechanism’ amongst the different caste
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clusters and groups of the scheduled castes who constitute the
1owest rung of traditional social stratificstion which srticu-
lates 'the Ilnequality in the distriyption of power and sharihg
of norms' (see Y. Singh, 1978 P-52}, the designs o2f the tradi-
tionsl social =~ strétificetion based oﬁ the principle of hiera-
rchy, power and closedness, have come to be frustrated most,
"With the growth of‘demOcratic forces, the degree of contradi-
tions between the structural forms of power and socisl - stra-

tification hes incressed"(12), Since "Political power has now

become a major source for compenéating the 1oss on account of the
social ~ stratificastion'(13)., The decaying designs of the

treditional sociel - stratification msnifestimg, growing disso-

ciation between 'stiratification =nd power' has essentislly crested
a ststus - anxlety omong the gsraditionslly privileged castes.
To repeat, the Indian society 'being In the transitional stage

of the modernizgtion process! (Y. Singh, 1978) has th function

12, Singh, Yogendras 'Caste end Classs Some aSpects of continuity
end change, Sociological bulletin, Vol, XVII, Yo, 2, Sept.
1958, FP, 180-82,

13. Singh, Yogendra, Op. cit., P-34,
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through the nmobilization of 'traditionsl collectivities!
(Y. Singh, 1978) which undergoing the inevitsbhle process of
politicization necessarily evolve isolated 'identities' as

'responsive mechanisms', Ingically, then, politics would strive

to’keep these indispensable traditionsl identities in an ever-
revived stete for its (politics) own survivsl., This precisely
esplains why caste, com:.uneal end other ethmic considerations
end not class - congiderations sre taken as s measure of socio -
economic deprivation of people for the purpose of zllotment of
priorities, This is true in the case of Muslims too,

Drawing on the post - partition forces of history that

had incduced but o momentery fear - psychology in the Muslim mind

it has been continuously endesvoured to keep them psychnlogleazlly
and interactionally enclosed within the suffocated limits of a
religious - community to remain only as an easily accessible

and identifisble organization »f zsllegisnce for politicsl mobi-
lization and manipulstion, Issunes relating to Urdu, Aligsrh
University and their persongl law unfortunately whilch they
(Muslims) have been conditioned to emotionelly identify them-

selves with, are continuelly raised and controversislized to



magnify their minority chsracter and to accelerste the minority-

feeling that elready keep hsunting them. This keeps them as an
isolated soclal - struccture,

The problem with the sikhs ss en important minoricy community
1s eltogether different from thet of the Muslims., Somehow, the
sikhs have developed a strong feeling that their 'identity' es
e separete religions community 1s being devoured by Hindulsm,
Pollowing the exemples of Muslims, scheduled castes and tribes,
the sikhs have strzted striving too to regin their identity
(hithertr merged into HinAulsm) end estsblish 1t o full with
a view %o enjoy benefits that the szid pressure - group minori-
ties sre enjoying. Their quest for ideatity 1s sufficiently
reflected In trends in Punjab society and politics. Unprecedented
sikb~-Hindy riots 1In the stavte, ancd growing demsnd for Khallsten
may seem an outcome of '"foreign hend' to a neta but to a student
of soclel sciences these instances spell out gorwing discpmfort
among the sikhs, and thelr gtrife to orgenlze into z cohesive

religious comaunity., The extent to which ecclessiasticeal sikh

groups'exert inflnence upon the Punjab Politics, and the Aemand
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of 2 section of sikhs for limited autonomy of the state"(14)
strengthen our above contention,

Is not it eomething that our manipulative and ultilitaerian
nature of nationsl politics has engendered, But since polities and
1ts processes concerh but only a relgtively limltedssphere of
activity of the populestion, it cen be well srgued whether to
what extent it (politics) can succeed in seving traditional
identities and institutions from pertial or full transformation-
which seems ine?itable under the impact of the process of
modernization.

Czste -~ composition of members of successive Rajasthan
assemblies endorse the fact that politicel perticipstion among
the scheduled@ castes and tribes az:d minorities of the state hes
been relatively limited to 'Vote-Casting Only's As 2 cdonsequence,
the process nf elite - formetion has not come to gather momentum
among these periphersl castes at the pace at which 1t (elite -

formetion) exists amdng the upper and middle - castes.

14, Genéhl, J.S. "System, Process_and Populsr Bthns: A study in
: contemporasry politics in Punjab, Punjab Journal of Polities,

Vol.V, No, 1, Jen-June 1981, Depertment of Politicsl Science,
Guru Neansk Dev University, amritser.

- 15, Roche, J.P.& Lennard,W.L.,'Parties znd Pressure Groups', New.
York,Burlingame: Eercourt, Brace & vworld Inec.,1934,FP, 15 3-239,
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One of trne significant zfter - effects of the traditionsl

collectivities heving grown into isolated identities is their

typicsel function, et times es 'Pressure - Groups'(15).

Upper castes are still dominsting the state prlities in
Rejesthen. 'Brghmin, Mahajen and Jaot castes form the three
dominant cestes in the Rajesthen Congress perty., Ii11l 3rd assembly

elections 847 of 211 csbinet members have been members of one

of these three castes, The Brahmins represented the largest
single caste = group In the cabinet, and have heled 447 of 211
cabinet posts, Scheduled Castes in the csbinet were only 7%"(18).
Invericbly 211 the legisletures in Rajasthan vindicste this
upper - ceste hegemony, The first ever eésembly had 7% »f 1ts”
members from Brahmin, Rajput and Mashsjen castes, This domiﬁance
of the upper cestes came to be gredually and potently 'challenged

by lower - middle - cestes., Jats in Rejasthan and Haryena etc.

slowly emerged zs new contendors for power"(17). fhis ascendance
eptly described as having restored the "mess-character of Indien
politics which was 1ost in the esrly yeers of‘freedom“(ls) accured
owing to extension of buresucracy cdeep into the villeges, Intensive

rurel - development progremmes, growing emphasis on rurel - class
5. Jein,C.M."State Legisletures in Indis: The Rsjesthan Legislative
Assembly: A Compearative Stndy', New Delhi, 1972, P-24,

17, Singh, Yogen“ra: Op, cit., P-54,
18, 1Ibid,
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cless - interests in the sectorei plens (see Y, 3ingh, 1978)
and mounting congiderstion to regionsl probléms - 211 this
combined to proliferate a gradusl process of political mbili-
zation and increasing politicel consciousness (see Y, Singh,1978)
among the tssgendant éastes', a term contrived by Y, Singh, The
general aswakenling that has come in the wske 6f Panchysti. Raj
i1s 2 significent achievement,(19) Besides, 'the estesblishment
of politicel perties like Prajs - meﬁdal, Ram Rajya Parisad
and Kiség Ssabhe 1n‘Rajasthan plsyed in vital role in boésting-
up political conscicusness among the people of Rajasthan'(20).
A11 this speak of the growing influence 'democrstic - politics'
has stsrted exerting upon the gopulztion.

Such s developmént 1s deemed to be followed by conflict
and tenslon between the asscendant and the domlnant castes. But
in the infent stege of the aforementioned ascendance, such a
eonfliet could be zvoided owing to the pervasive role of 'Ythe
plurelism of the caste - system'(21) - in reéisting the eruptién

nf any conflict sg,long es 'politlcal values and aspirations

19, 'Report on the study of Panchyeti Rsj', Panchayst and
Development Deptt., Rajasthen, 19642 P-239,

20, Jeoiln, PeC.: ed, Aej Kz Jalpur, Jaipur: 1948, P-121,
21. Poniukar. K.M.:.0pn. eita '



had not resched 211 the caeste - strata', (see Y, Singh, 1978).

But now contrzdictions are surfeclng - up owineg largely

to the fact thet 'conflict resisting mechanism' inherent in the
pluralism of the ceste - system Is fading in the wake of diffu-

sion of 'political values and asplretions through the length
and breadth of the soeial - structure (see Y, Singh, 1978),
Tne @eculiar historical chesracteristics of these contradictions
are that 1t 'promotes figssion as well as fusion in theée segment
of gocial ~ stratification(22). Pertaining to Rajasthan
politics, we come across z number of politiciens like Kumbh Ram
Arya, Gayetri Devi, Rem Nivas.Mirdha,'Bbikhébhai, Bharion Singh
Shekhawat ete, who were leaders of thelr respective 'socizlly
dominant' caste-groups. #&nd, this privilege alone contributed
to thelr survival and flourishment in politics.

Behind the Aebacle of mehy a politicien to prove of some
congequence to the state - politics has been 'caste' as a cogent
factor that could not be adequately manoeuvred to extract requisite

level of support so essential to boast - uy thelr individual

political - aspirestions.s Caste undoubtedly plays an influential

pert in politics in Indis but 'its relationship with politics

22, Singh, Yogendra, Op. cit, P-55,
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is not simple or symmetrical?(23)., As we Qroceed from micre-
structure to.macto - structure the conspicuous and 1dentifiasble
role of caste changes into rather an intricate one as notes

Singh: 'At the village level the segmentsl tensions of castes

and sub - cestes may be mogt erticulate; 2t the regisnsl legel,
depending upon caste - demography, dominant castes or caste 2111-
ances might be effective political units, but at the nationsl

level castes might be replasced by =z more complex_etbnic - cum
universzlistic principle of allisnces™(24)., At the local level
which presents a2 tiny and simple social ~ environment cheracterized

by almost primar:’ relastionships =nd pre - eminence of treditional

structures, high and sometimes undéisputed politicsl - partici-
ration of domlnent caste or castes 5ecomes posslble s long as

"the consisteﬁcy of their interest for political mobilizztions"
(see Y, Singh, 1978) 1is there., But there are, analyses Singh, "
"many factors which render interests 2f segments within a dnmlnant
ceste inconsistent with that of the whole; this hz rens when elass-

like rivelries for control over resources and power emerge"(25).

23, Ibid, P-72.
240 Ibid. [} P"'?Be
25, Ibld,
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At a brozder level, say provincial, which surely preseﬁts a
comparatively big and complex gocial reslm, there may be g number
of ceste - groups within a2 horizontel status - line competing for
econtrol over pOwef and resdurces, Or even if there is a single

dominant caste - group there may be varlations in 1ife - style,

language and regionel problemss This essentlielly calls for a

corporate principle to evolve so sure o9 ordsin a placating

situstion for pnlitical - mobilizetion; In such s circumstance,
the castes, argues Singh, "are trensformed into a2 new organic
structure, & pnlitical grrup, end caste ceases to be a relevant

frame of reference"(2s5)

The size and diversity of Indiz - linguel, etlnic, religinsus,
reglonal, social 2nd economic varisbles sundering the populece -

require pnlitics to act as an elaborete 'diversity - mensgement
system',

Tne situstion being this complex, it becomes binding on
castes to seek vasrious elliances end loyalities for political

mobilization st the macro - gstructural level. And doing this

would inevitably Involve an expliclt transformation in their form

2. Ibid,



- 1286 =

and character,

Verious politicel perties’of consequence in Rajasthen,
‘prominént among them, the Congress, Swatentra, Prajsmandal &
Kisen Sebha in ‘composition and representation cut across the
length znd breadth of stratification.

Influentiel politiciens nemely Hire Lal Shsstri, Menik Lal
Varma, Jei Nerain Vyss, Mohen Lal Sukhadiz, Demodar Vyss and

several others derived their following from people of Aifferent

castes, communitles and regions.

CLASS AND POLTTICS:

Talike typical and tunconspicuous forms of interaction'(P7)

between 'caste ané politics', the 1¢lationship between 'class!

and contemporary Indisn politics seems to be in the explict making

(28) as would be evidenced by the succeeding ansalysis. The

Inception of political democracy in western societles coinecided

27, Since caste organizations in their interactinn with politics
- lose thelir originel form (Kotheri & Y.,Singh) and evolve z more

universelistic osutlook (Y.Singh), their role in polities is
thus of a very intricate and unconspicuous nature,

28+ Owing to 1ts inique historicity, the Indien snciety presents
a political - sitnation whére caste end class overlap each-
other with such an intricacy thet identification of their
separate roles is lmpossible. It is precisely because of the
fact that in India neither the castes have completely vanished
nor the classes have fully emerged hence there can hardiy he

Contaooo;
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wl th requisite class ~ trensformation which was a sequel to
'superior mode of production' thet had been ploneered and ushered
in by the western brurgeoisie(29). In India, by contrast, poli-

tical democracy confronted sz relatively basckwerd 'socisl - stru-

cture besed on status' (Y. Singh, 1978, P-50) which had hardly
witnessed a'superior mode of procuction that only could ensure
congenial class - transormstion. Thomas Penthom!s explanstion
in this regerd 1s more elaborates “"Because of the partial and
incomplete cherac:er of the Indian transition from the feudsl

to the capitslist mode of production, no single class has been

able to zchieve a positinn of hegemony., In India, the brurgedisie
has hed to mske compromises wlth feudalism ond imperislism/

nencolonialism( 20),

This snamoly between politics end social structure forced

the Indian bourgeoisie lacking hegemony over snciety to rule but,

Contleees28

@raswn a clear-cut line between csste and class yet the role theot
classes have begun pleying in eontemporsry Indisn policics is to
relatively more'articulate’ nature esmpsred to that of castes,

29, Penthom, Thomss,, '¥lite, classes, and the Distortions of
SBeonomic, Iransition in Indis, In Sachidenand & Lal, A.K,, eds
'Blite anc Development!, New Celhi:Concept Publishing
Company, 1980, PP. 71-95.

20e Ibid,
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tonly through the support of elite - groups which perform the
function of cpercion, bureaucratic consrol and political meni-
puletion ond legitimetion?(31)., And, these suxillery groups
(elite) obvinusly existed only "“within the micddle - cless since

it was only this class thst had almost monopolized modern pro-

fessiong, urbsn trade, militsry and buresucracy'(32), 4s o

<t

consequence, it wes this pervaesive and dextrous miéﬁlg'- cless
that came to virtuelly dominate Indlen politics in place of an
incompetent and incoherent class of the owmers of the means of
the production, that is, the bourgeoisie, This micdle - cless

owing to the typical historicity of the Indizn - society,

incidentally, "hkias a bulk of its members from the upper and

intermedizte castes®™ (Y, Singh 1978, P-50)( 33), Iiis is a

31. Sen, Aslok: "Bureaucracy and Pocizl hegemony" in Bssays in
Eonnur of Prof, »,C, Sarksr, New Delbi: P.P.H., 197,

PPe 36 7-586.
32. Paenthom, Thomass Op. cit.

23, While tzlking »f easte and elass 1t shhuld be borne well in
mind, first, that it is the seme mass of pogulsce stretified
along caste - lines that has to be distributed smong elasses
of course only et a given period of history, taken as o
"process in the scheme of socizl-moments (Y.Singh, 1278)when
1ts forces have engendered circumstances econgeniszl for such
an overwhelming trensformetion. &nd, secondly, thst stra-
tification esccrues esseatizlly out of end is govemed by
sociel - institutions anf other sub-structural incdispensa-
bilities of a society. fransformetion of 2 stratification-
system from one form to the other would, then necessarily
involve a change in sll the sub-structursl phenomena

Contdaa .»
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guintessence of how Inzricately ceste overlaps class and vice-

versa, This intricate overlapping cFeseéribed above has its scope
extending from mere intres-caste rivelries (Y, Singh, 1978), caste-

conflicts, to messive insurrections ensuing seemingly out of

clzss - eontradictionse.

Organization of the masses on class - lines and their
upsurge are not unknown to the history of Rsjssthan. We have

before us quintessences of Bijolian (Mewar), Siker and Srnekhaweti

etc, which witnessed kisans! and tenants! uprisings =z7ainst bone-

bresking laend revenue and rent respectively in the years preceding

COntdo e0330s0

within az society and vice-versas In 2 society, which is only
et a trensitional stege Nf soclel ~ transformetion, which the
Indien Society is ot (Y.Singh, 1978), neither its existing
traditional structursl constituents wiuldé completely venish
nor whruld fully emerge mrdern sub=-structures but thete wonld
gvolve 2 tyrleslly contradictory situstion cherscterized by
intricete 'overle, ping' betwesen the two., It is in this
eontext that overlep ing between caste and class in the
contemporary Indisn soclety cen be best understnod, Following

this the contention thet caste in the contemporary Indien
soclety shows class-1like characters (Y,Singh,1278), and class

shows caste-like characters can not be completely ruled osute

34. In 1927, -kisens of Bij»lion rose under Vijei Singh Pathek
to oprose an unscrupulous incresse in land-revenue, cround
1935~36, kisens of Sikar launched struggle asgsinst myunting
land-revenue. Tenants of Shekhawatl Launched 2 no-rent
compeign in 1940.



independence(34)., Ihe said upsurges represent contlinual cutbursts
of class-resentment., There are, then, instences of continued
struggle sgsinst the opyressive class of sristocratse Kisen
Sabha under Natiu Ram Mirdha, Eitkeri Ssbha led by Arjun Lel
Sethi, Jamns Lel Bsjaj ete, were orgenizations bssed on class-
lines that primarily represented clsss - resentment and aspired
for freedsm, At a later stage we witness leaders like Hiras T2l
Shastri, Tikeram Psliwsl, Meniklel Verms and Mohen Lal Sukhedis
engaged in pollitically mobilizing the masses sg2zinst the landed
aristoceracy. It can hardly be denled that many of the politicsl
parties 'prominent amﬁng them being the Congress'(35), and
+Nliticians.:: who could mgke a place in Rajasthan politics bene-
fited much from their enti-feudsl stance, Despite a1l this,

aristocracy collapsed only when the stete took drasstic antifeudel

steps, whee not class-contradictions there behind such insurrec-
tions? Of crurse, they were. But behind the fellure of these
uprisings to achleve sdequate clags-character caste cless over-

leppings (as we have talked sbout esrlier) mske their weight felt.

35s For detalls see Kotheri, R, "Congress-system in Indfa", Asien
Survey, Vol, IV, 12th Dec. 1954, PP, 1-18,



Mitrs znd Singh(35) opine that "the rursl poor which eruld
have been a2 major source of classlcel class - econflict(37), was
not orgenized on c¢lass - lines =zt 21l. They further nose thst
"the rural pIOT were either not politically orgenized at all or,
when they were, had the local traditionel (feudal)elite to lead
them, On the top of this were the cross pressures of lenguagé,
religion, caste and kinshlp and so on., Generally speaking,. thus,
conflict was muted, locslized and expressed in the idlom of
nstioneal ﬁOIities for development end distributive justice.
Revplutisn and elasswaer as feasibie elternative were nnt in the
scene at 211"(38),

FACTIONAL ISM

1s o phenomenon that refers to a breach in the cohesion im

the leadership of a political party es a result of conflict between

2
35, Mitra, S,K. & Singh, V.B., "Socizl class end Belief Systems
in Indlen Society', in Sachldenand & Lal, A.K. eds,"Blite and

Development", New Delhi: Concept Publishing Enuse, 1930,
PP- 97-123,

37. [Lhe only class-conflict thet the typicelity of and the nature,
extent and size of contrafictions inherent in the Indlan

society, could ensue is through rursl populace, The Marxian
Brand of 'class-conflict' is lmpossible o materialize owing
t» the lack of requisite industrislization, urbangatisn ete,
hence lack of an zdequate slze of the working class., For
further detells see Mitra and Singh, Ope cit., PP

38e INltrs, AJK., & Singh, V.B., Op. cite



two or m&re constituents of thé seid leadership., This 'eonflict!
acerues out‘ofvconsidefations such es a 'desire' for assertion
of prestige, personal ascendance, parochioliém, casteism, commu-
nslism, secessinnism, separatism or g féeling that one has been
un fuly 1ndiscr1mingtéd in the rece for the acquisition of highest
officé, Having crept into the leadership the 'conflict' divides
the 2llegience and loyalties of the.rank and file.

The bigger the domain end influehce-bese »f a politicsl
drganization, the more are the possibilities of 'factianalism'

within 1t. This is becsuse a pnliticsl perty opersting over o
large domain has t» »f necessity encompass varying interests and
identities, and give representation to them in its leafership

In such e circumstence, discripancies and follles are always
Inevitablee.

Lhe Congress enjoying a greater mass - base and opeératiag

over a large domein could herdly resist its susceptibility to

'factionelism'. Ags remerks Jain: "In the 12 years since the

first general elections the pesrty has been chsracterised by
factionsllism - 2 condition which hes scquired frequent inter-

vention from New Delhi"(39). Mitra and Singh (40) also point

39. Jein, C.M., Op, cit., P-213
40, Mitra, 3.K, & Siangh, V,B., Op. ctt,
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to this facte Other prliticsl perties, whether loczel or netisnal.
are no exceptions trho., They zlso come to internslize the

political culture of fsctionaslism ass pointed t» by Allen Sinﬁle?}

However, as the general misunderstending sbout factionszlism

prevails, it is not alwasys dysfunctionel, There are studies
promident smong them is the one by Ram Ahuja thet seeks to
justify the role of factions es functionsl. He notes:"Factions
may either be engeged in creating frictions, diversitieé and
new alignments in older unities and oriented towards delinezting
consénsus among socisl fragments for selfish politicsl Interests
and identifies or engaged in manipulsting pluralistic differen-

tistiong and diversitles Into unities =nd Integrations"(42).

Factions have ever-existed in Rajessthan polities. During
the early fifties, the state witnessed a number of massive

factional - coalitions, One was hesded by prominent state

politicien Jal Narain Vyss who had been in the forefront of the

41, Sindler, Allen.P., "™Bi-fazctional Rivslry ss an altemetive
to Two-party competitiong Americen Politicel Science Rgview,
No. 49, Sept, 1955, PP 641-52,

42, Akhuje, Bem,, 'Ppliticsl Zlites and Modernization-lhe Bihar
Politicg', Meerut: icenakshl Prakashen, 1975, P-134,



prliticel protest movements and had enjoyed s prestiginus position
in the Marwsr Lok Parishsd, His politicel beckground, thas,
helped him eern ellegience from lok perishsd workers of Jodhpur

snd its peripherel areas. Most of the renk end file of this

massive faction were urben - based brehmins =nd Mahajens,.

The other dominent faction with the Congress was the one

led by the then Chief Minister, Mohen Lel Sukhadiz and Meniklal
Vermz, Ihis was s less dominent faction compered to the first
since it received support from 2 smsll number of elites belonging
to Udipur only.

The still other faction was that of the Rajputs. As mzny

as 24 Rejput MLLs by joining the Congress in 1954 frustraeted the
politicel balence within the Gongress, Prior to this feflection
only a negligible number »f Rajputs were in the Congress,

Jat - Rgjput rivelry had ever posed a great threat to the

cohesinn of the Congress orgenizstion., Thls deep rivelry came
to be paecified to some extent by Mohenlal Sukhadia who tnok over
as Chief Minister from J.N. Vyes in 1954. Wwhat esrorted him to
this exelsior was, infact, his tactful handling of Jat-Rajput

cleavege which he tried to pstch up. And, he was successful in

his migssinn to snme extenﬁ. But this diplomscy on the nther hanA



esrned him strong op-onents in the persons of like Ram Paliwel,
Heers Lal Shastri; Jel-Narain Vyss etec, wlithin the Congress,
Qincé‘indepenﬁence fays Jats hed thelr strong faction which
weas hegded by‘Kumbh Rem Arye, Sven during the emergence of the
Janstas 2nd its subseguent rule, this stubborn fzetion cruld not
manzge z psycholocisl merger into 1t (Jenate) th-ngh 1t was very
mych a part znd parcel of the Jansts itself, The factlon kept
highly criticel »f Rsjput hegemony over Janatz which (hegemony)
they sensed was because of the Rgjprut Chief Minister, Bhairon

Singh Shekhawsat,

Politics of bergaining & factionzlism reached its apex during
the Janste regime. As 1is eiready known, the Janate was but e
tentetive reconciliestion of forces thet hsd hitherto opposed one

another, Once the Jangte came to power, thelr sollderity was put

to rezl test. Different'ex-political group - the Jans Sangh, the
Swantentrs @nd the Lok Dal ete,- thet had merged ints Jansta, canme

to act as seperate znd gstrong fsetions. It was masics’ly this
wezkness of the Jeanate perty that the Congress caplt-lized on to

launch a comebzck, The Jat leasdership within the Congress found

it as an opportune time to mendseyvre the jat - faction witkin the

Jeneta frustrasing Shekhawat,
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Thus, from micro to macro levels, the Indlan politims need
to be enslyzed end understrod in terms of caste, class and

fections.
The besis of factionelism in Rajssthen wss 'regionslism'

during the esrly yesrs of Independence, as vindicated by Jein,
Later regionslism combined with 'casteism' and 'personslism?
cam@ to sct as the beses,

In our study of caste and politics in the context of

Rzjssthan society we discerned that both are indispensable to

each other, [he forms of assoclastion between 'caste and politics’
are conspicuous enough to be ldentified, We noted a general
disegreement cmong socle]l scientists on the guestion of menipu-
letion of 'ceste by politics' znd vice-verga, an” tried to @

away with the genersl misunderstasnding thst 'ceste' manipuletes
pPlitics," In & society like Indis which has not yet become
class-ssratified, the demderatic politics has to essentlelly
function trhrough tracditionsl orgenizetinns 1like ceste, communities,
tribes and kin-groups. 4s a conseguence, these traditionsl groups,
cestes and communities in particulsr, evolve intn pressure - groups

end in return influence politics"(43).

43. Ahmec, iHobin., 'Communclism-A -ocioldgical perusel of the
Problem; (Abstract of the article) ‘'Seventh Indisn 3ocizl
Science Congress' (Jure 17-15, 1982, I.I.T. New Delhi)
Abstracts of pepers, Allshabads Indion Academy of Social
Sciences, 1982,
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It is, thus, basically politics whlech menlpulete caste.
This explasins why socio - econonmlc priorities are allocated
on 'ceste' and 'communal! bases; and in the leadership of the

perties end in the ministries as well there is msde an implleit
endesvour to give sprropriete representation &5 castes and
commnities,

Fzetionelism ss 2 universal phenomenon is inevitsble to every

political system in the wcrld but it varies In nature end degree
from one system t2» another, In the case of Rsgjesthen politics

we discermned factionslism and defectionism grsduslly perpetuating

in the politicsl culture. We noted s change in the neture »f
factionelism occlirring over years, In the beginning 1ts basls was
regionelism which, of late, has extended to castelsm and personslism
Defectionism, g rerest phensomenon in the yesteryears, is ruling
supreme in Rgjasthen politics todaye We found that such development:
owe t» the overgzll change that hss occurred in the nature of
prlitics:: end lesdership itselfs The mass-politics of the early
days have chenged to elite --politics of vote and power. Committed
activist an¢ educeted leaders are being replaced by uncommitted

pessivigts,




CHAPTER VITI

POLITICAL EJITE, POLITICS AND MODEWNI ZATION

Discussing the relationship between politics, political
elites and mpdemization, Ahuja writes: "The study of politics
implies study of power; the study of modernization implies study

o f change in structure of society or of system - transformation:;
and the study of elites implies study of men who exercize power

to take society in a definite direction."(1)

Our attempt here is, thus, precisely t assess the role

of the wielders of power - the political elites - in the econo-

mic modemi atlon of Rajasthan.

Keeping in view the significance of the political elites

to the economic advancement of the province, let us first analyse
the changing nature and formof the political elites over yeasrs.

TYPOLOGY OF THE ELITES :

Ram Ahujcgzv?iho pursued a pioneering study on the 'Politica

elites and the problems of nodemi,ation in Bihar' prefers to
divige the post - independent Indian political elites into four
broad categories: (i) Immediate after independence phase€, 1947-

1952, in which there was no longer any struggle between the
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people and the govt., and the interests of the people and the
power ellte were on€ and indivisibkle, (ii) Consolidation

phase, 1952 - 57 in which the political elite w rked for the

five - year plans, (ii‘i) Chaotic phase (1962)-(1972) in wich
non - Congress znd united front govts. came into power in severai

states affecting the inter - state and Center - State relations.,
(iv) Phase of authoritatianism (1972-77) in wdch one person was

catapulated to the position of supreme national leadership and

the power - holders came to believe in personality cult, and
in which all plans for change and development of society were

centralized. The last phase that of authoritatianism ended in
a fiasco in in March 1977 and was replaced by a peculiar phase
in which non - Wngress group of power - holders emerged on the

political harizon of the country., Interesting enough, this

group consisted of different antagonistic caste - groups,

1. Ahuja, Ram, 'Political Elites and Modemization -
The Bihar Politics - Meerut: Meenakshi Prakashan,
1975, P - 97,

24 Ipld., PP, 124 - 125.
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communitiss, classes, political organizations, and also farvarying
regional loyalties, This group of political elites though of a truly
democratic Character could hardly maintain its cchesion ahd succumbed
to its own weaknesses. We may betier call this phase as ' antieauthori-
tarianism phase" that was overtaken by its predecersor in just the

beginning of 1980.

Both Ram Ahuja (3) and Y. Singh (4) are of the gpinion that the
elites in the first phase were urbah - based with stable economic backe
grownd, belonged to the upper - castes ad middle - class professions
and were committed to the societal interests, The elite - backgreund
of Rajasthan"s earliest political elites that we have discussed sarlier
confirm the above contention, The elite in the second phase i.e,, the
consplidation phase were mostly those who were elected in 1952 elections
about whom Ahuja remarks: "They had only a part - time interest in politics,
They wanted renwards in the form of some political office for partici-
pating in the naticnal struggle for independence. These elites caused a
certain amount of disequilibrium in the beginning in their party structures
but their pressures for active participation in polities were pitched in such

a low key that they were soon integranted in their party systems®(5).

3e Phuja, Ram, Bpo cit,

4.  Singh, Y., 'Essays on Modemization in India, New Delhi:
Manohar Book Service, 1978.
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Pertaining to Rajasthan, drawing on our penetrating discussion
on elite - background earlier, we witness that the elite voted to
power in the state in 1957 were mostly ycung and inexperienced politi
cians with either urban - middle - .Class professional background, trade
or business as their occupation, or were from the rural ahd or urban
land owing class, "They thought that since they shared political
values with the masses and since they could trust the integrity of
old professicnal politicians, they did not concern themselves quite
so directly with politice"(6). UWith the succession of elections in
the country the recouitment of ;iite to the national politics gradually
opened to the lower middle and lower rungs of the society, #Md, now
people from intermediate and lower castes, industrial werking - force,
urban middle = class professions, peasantry etc, Sterted flooding the
group of 'pouer wieldersr’ yet the older elite still retained their
influence, There was thus toleration on the part of the new and

accommodation on the part of the old elite (7).

5. Auja, Ram, tpolitical Elite: Recruitment and Role in Modernization'
in Sashidanand and Lal A.Ke Eds, 'Elite and Development! New Delhi!
Concept Publ, Co.), 1980, PP, 123 - 139.

6. Ibid', p-126‘

7o Ibid.
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Having 2 lonk at the background of the legislators elected In
1957 and 1972 assembly elections we find thet 2 majority of them

had no source of 11ivelihyod other then politics, Thls is true

not only of the Rajasthan legislstors but 21so of other sssenb-
11es =nd the varliszment as well(8)., "Ifhey believed more in
using the ties of kinghip, caste end language to smoothen the
way through the corridors of power'(9).

I'nis phese witnessed both ideologicslly traditional end

rational elites,
'ne ushering in of a=n entirely new elite into the nstinnsl

p2litical scene during 1977 was an ephemeral phenosmenon. It wes

nelither their rzdicaelism nor “emerstic idezls thet broughs these

elites intn power but it was preclsely o populsr rage ageinst

the anthoriterienism of the Congress thst voted them to power,

In terms »f sction they rroved no better then tbeir rredecessnrs,
We, thus, witness s qualitetive dlfference between the o014

an? the new politicsl elite, The elites of the eurliest phese

whom &huje sptly calls as "Intellectuel commicted politicos" were

repleced by the new ellites In the successive phases described

(by shuja) as "mdelocre uncom.ltted pertissn” what was attributive

of the 0l1d policticzl elite was uniformity of their structursl
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background and their 1deolngical esmultment while what
characterigES the present politiczl ellte is heterpgeniety
In their backeround.

Besides, bargsining, defectionism, end fectionslism
.whiCh have of late crept into the nstional politiecal culture
ené have consolidsted as ineviteble Institutlons, cleerly
speak of the current politicel elites! perticuleristic
designs. The formssion of politicel affiliztlons today
finds its basis not in idedlogy es was the czse esrlier but
in the particulsristic interests of the ellte,

To comuare the 91d elites with the new Ahujs (10) hes
developed typology clessifying a1l politicsl elites into four
cetegories: Progressive, retionelist, inAifferent and
mgnipulative. "Though both the progressive and the rationslist",

according to him, "work for public Interest, the former

believe that the ceuse of progress moves on automatica™ "y

regerdless of the intevference of maen znd is notsubjeet to

humen control while the latter belleve thst progress rests
upon conscious control.," (11) The present elite fzr beyond

being progressive and retionzlist sre infiffe ent and

menipuletive since _ublic interest is not primary t» them,

10. Ibid., p¢127a

11, Ibid e PPe 127--28.
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Circulstion of slite:

This "is g proceszs of movement of individuals from the non-
elite to ellte and vice-versa", (:2) Obviously enough, the
momentum of thls circulation thus becomes a messure of the

extent to which a2 society 1s oven and politicized, In the

Indisn context politicsel elite 1s unfenisbly 2 compnsite

term since there are verious politicel culture bsses (132
each differing from other in nature, scope and gignificsance,
and each having 1its own coron a=nd brand of elites. & cloge

persusl of the background of Rajssthan polltical elites

(which we heve alrezdy discussecd earlier in a sepsrate

chapter) would reveal that most of the politicsl elite at

the state prliticsl culture base ere recruited not from the

non-elite but from the politicsl-elite itself of tke

lower political culture base i.e., district, block end

panchayat levels. GoMe Join fonfirms this fact. he remsrkss:

The MLA4s end MPs in Rujasthen are associcted as members of the

741z Parishads as its ex-nfficio members", (14) In the case
of Rihar elites, Ram Ahuja (15) found out thet once these

lower level pnliticel elites climb up the ladder i,e., from

panchayst, block and district levels to the state nr netionsal

levels, they never retreat to thelr previous positions.

P

‘€ Pareto, Vilfredo, "The Mind and Society', Vol,III,
Loadon: Janathan Cope, 1935, P.1427,
13, Nsational, Provineiel, District, 3lock =nd Pencheyat levels.

-

4, Jaln, CM., 'State Legislestures in India:

L gislative Lssembly The Rajasthan



never retreat to thelr previous positions, "this, however, -

doss not meen"™, Insists Ahujz, "thet they cesse to take

Interest in plitics of the level from which they have mved
up in the hiersrchy". (15)
This holds good for the Rajssthen elites as well.

Only ' upweré trend! is witnessed in the movement of

political elites from lower levels to higher levels, andé
not vice-v rsa, hence absence of s cireulatory process,
Pareto's theory, therefore, does not aprly in the context

of Rejasthan.

zven at the level of penchaysts (in Rajesthen),

lowest in the polltical culture-bese, there is not Openness

in recruitment and smeothness in circulation of elites.

Jein (17) remerks: "The psnchayatl Baj institions, en
enpiricsl study reveels, have glven birth to =2 new leadership

end czn pest be ':eSC:iDEd as 'Ne’)traditional' 0ssocsecace

Yet the leadership which iz sctuslly emerging is mostly from

the affluent and traditionslly higher streta of rural
society", (18) The class of traditionsl lezders., (19) Chaurves

notes that "the wezsker sections (in Rcjesthan) have not

A UBiparstive Study, New Lelrni 19727 7.2125

15, Abaje, Rem, Ope cite., pe.l128 '

15, TIbid,, P.198. ’

17, Jain, Cl.le OH:Cito 0213

12, Ipids ’ » P

19, Chaturvedi, T.N."Tensions in Panchaysti Raj:Relations
between officials and Non-officials', Economic Weekly,
VOlols, N0022, May 1964 ppo921-24.

20. Ibid,
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succeeded in cept'ring hiszh offic s of Sarpsnchas snd Prafhans
inspite of their numerical strength." (20)

Bottomare ( 21) arguss that Paretors theory of the
circulstion of elite apart from referring to the movement
of individuals from non-elite to elite and vice-versa, also
points to the replacement of ezn individusl elite by aznosher
within the governing ellte., If Pareto's theory, as ergues
Bottomsre, conceptualizes the latter phenomennn, it holds
zood for the Rasfkaesthen po litices, Ram Ahuja(©2) seeks to
eXplain"elite mobility' in terms of (1) the rise of new
political interest (ii) the deecline of moral quzlities of the

013 elites; and (1i1) the rise of new elite with morel

manipulating quelities, According to Schumpeter, ( 'R?) both

individusl 2nd socizl factors dektermine the circalatinn

of elite.

Modernizetion =2nd elite:

Dzvid Apter (24) on the besis of the role of the politicel

elite in the modernizetion of soclety, divides them into

two groups: (i) Development 3System elite; and (11)Mzintenance

| System elite, The former, according £2 him, zre the elites

who possess radical outlook end encdeavour to introduce

“1, Bottomare, T.3., 'Slites and Society' Middle 3Sux,
Penzuln, 1954, p. 482,

22, Ahuje, Rem, Op,_cite , De:29

“3. Schumpeter, Joseph, guoted by Bottomere, T.R, in 'Hlite
and Soclety(, op, cite, pe5%.

24, Apter, David, "System, Process and the Politics of
economic Development", in Finkle, J,Le & Gmmple, R.W,,
Bds. 'Pnlltical Developgent and Sociel Chenget,
New York: John Wlley & Sons, 1953 s PDPe 441-457, -
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deeprooted chenges In the sttitudss and InstitutiZons thet
nnly could ensure economic progress of the snciety, These
development criented elite taske the prliticel party end the
govt. s the pivotel instrument of chenge. While the
Meintenance elite are a passive 1ot snd believe in stabus-quo
For them, chenge carries no temptations. For these latter
telites! Ahaja uses the term: ‘'Prisoners of Society', He
notes: "The present pollticsl elite in Indis belong more

to 'meintenance gystem' then to 'developmeni system'

with tre result that they have failed to reconstruct the

nation's soclel and economic fremework or to develop
and implement radicsl economic policies and programues". (25)
In our discussion on 'modernizztion ' in the earlier

chapter we have endeavonred o highlight the process or
procegses the term 'modernizetlon' refers to, Modernizastion

cen be in no way solely explained in terms of economic

development since it is a compnsite concept encompessing

1.

the soclety in 1its entirety, and nnt s single aspect of 1%,
Generally speasking, modemizsetion, however, refers t» an
exzlted stete of the sneiety which is merked by scientific
temper, freedom of nccupatinsn, dlstrivutive justice,

eliminstion of destitution, decentrslizstion of power

democracy, free electinns and public-o_.inion, seculsrism,

25. Ahu_je, Bem, OpoCito, p.l30

28, 3ee tne chapter on iWbdernization in this dissertation,

a1d elso Rem Ahije in Sachidenend and Lel, heKewds

Ope_cit.



individuslism, mobllity, eguelity, schieved-status rather
than ascribed, ané volzstelizetion of unprecedented elements
of socisl pastern, and sdvenced technology end sbunfant
economic productioh. (25)

™ understend Modernization, thus, calls for =
pervasive treztment of 211 the dimensions of change. Since
it is not et all feagible to be thet comprehensive, we would
rether confine burselves t0 the digcussion of 'economic
varizbles' (of modernizstion) which asre aftersll the
structursl pre-requisites of the process (of mod,) in thet
they provide the primsry infrastructurel basis for moderni-
zation to grow and consolicdate.(27)

How much Rajosthan 1s developed:

Bven after plenning for three decades Rejasthan
continues t9 be oni: ol %hs moss bacw 1 states om tje

country. (£8) In terms of development, 1t ranks only sbove

Sikkim, Meghslayes and Tripura. (29) It is the tenth largest

state populstion-wise., It hed 2 populetisn of 25.8 million in
1971 which hes risen t5 34 m. In 1981~ with s high growth

rete of 32.47, 82,47 out of its total popul:tion 1lived

in villsges in 1981, The density (of populetinn) has risen

27, ILerner, Daniel, 'The pescing 2f Traditionel Snciety',
he Free Press of Glencoe, Illinois, 1958, p.47.See

Sisentadt, 3,Y., "Trensfrrmetion of Social Political

and Cnltural orders in modernizstisn". Americazl
Socio&ogiceT Review, V0l,30, Oct, 1935

28, 'The Lompetition baéter' Sppt. ﬁbf,gerT Va2
Chendigerh, pellQ.

22. 'Yojna' P?ckeshan Vibheg, Petiala Eduse, Wew Nelhi,
Decemger, 1-15, 1981 "Ank" 20, yesr 25.

2. ' The Competition kaster', op. it



from 75 in 1971 to 100 1In 1981. The steple occupstion of
Rejssthan's populetinn is sgriculture. (R0) The se;ond
lergest stete in eres, Rajesthen sccounts for 10,477 of
the total lané sresz of the country. 560% of 1ts total

geogrephlical ares lies in aride end semi-arid ,one., The net
aTeg sown was thus only 33.35% of the total reported sres

in 1956-57. This area incressed by 7.507 in 1975-77. (31)

Net irrigsted aree was 1437 thousand hectereg in 1955-57

which Incresced to 2,600.,0 thousand hectares in 1974-75.(39)

aven to this dey, well remsins the chief source of irrigetion,

0f the 35,795 villeges in the state only 5,482 had irrigation

feeilites till 1980e (33) The 'Rgjesthan Ganzl'! with 2 budget
of over R.450 crore 1svnot yet complte wheress wrk nn it
sterted as eerly e2s 1958, Rsjssthan hes 2 share of oniy
1.357 1n the total irrizaetinon cepacity of the country.

The sresz under foodgrains was 78.877 in 19R3-57
which ceme d%wn to 73,07 in 1973-77. The yleld rates of
jower, bajra, meize, whezt, barley enc grem were 352, 145,
557, 987, 1232, 772 kgs. respectively in 1956-59,.(34)
which changed to 428, 355, 730, 1?80; 1163 and 739 in 1975-77,

vity il Rcjesthens A dlgcrict-wilise study,
19556-57 tn 1975=77," M.Phil disgertstion, Center for
the Study of Regionel Developmenc, 3chool of Social
Sciences, Jewsharlel Nehru University, 1981,
Shreder, Levrence, L."Rajessthen" in Weilner, M. 34,
Stete Politics in Indie', Princeton, New Jcersey:
Princeton University Press, 198, pr.321-398,
33, "Yojna", opecit,
34. Rejput, Munshi Singh, opl.cite.

31, Rajput, sunshi, =2ingh, "Levels of Agriciltural
prggugﬁi A §

v}
Ny
.

35, Ibid .
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Of a ttsl of 25 districts, 69.5% showed a decline
in productivity in 1956-59, In 197%=«77 this Tfigure ceme

down to 42, , There were only 48 pumpsetd per 10,000

in 1974-77 =nd 15 trsctors per 10,000 upto the yeers. (35)

The totel foodgreins production wess 6.7 million tonnes
in 1973-74 which rose only t9 7.8 in 1978-79, In 12¢79-80
the figure w.s 5.2 million tonnes. (35)

Minersl Rsgnurces:
Rajesthan has rich deposits of meny metsllic and non-

metellic minersls. <t mnopoli_es the mining of certain
minerels such as leaéd (concentretes), zine (conc.),
emerslds and garnets, Apart from this, Rejasthan's contri-
bution to the country's total output of asbestos and

felsper, gypsum, silver-ore and mice is 75%, 927, 90%

and 0" respectively,

Industrz:

Mgjor industries in Rgjecthan include textiles, cement,

sugar, chenilcels, vegetable gheee, urea, micz, brick and

zine slztes, The nunmber of registered factories wes 2423

iIn 1972 which hes risen 0 2312 in 1973, 4bout 49000
small~scele Indugtries were there in 1981, Kha?®i incfustrial

production has registered & msrked improvem:nt. Cotton and
woolen textiles worth »,137 lakh were prodnced in 1973-74, ¥
This figures mounted to 411 laxh In 1977-78,

In 1973-74 the totel elect~icity generated and

purchased wes 1825 in KuWH, In 1977-78 this figure touched .

36, ' Ihe Yompetition ilsster", op.cit.
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a mgrk of 3330 m, XWH with 29 powerhouse scattered sllover the

state, The industrisl consumption during 1972-74 increased

from 608 %o 1093 m, KWH while domestic consumption was far less,.

Miscellzeneouss:

The number of the unemployed in Ra sst.en in 1974 wes

229,600 as the employment exchenge figureg revegl, This
nurber rose to 222,000 in 1972, The plecement nf job-seekers
wss 7 to 2%,

The stete domestic product (SDP) wes ®.2457 Crore in
1975-758 whicb'rose to 2224 crore in 1277-78,  In 1954 the
per-cepite 1ncome'of the stete wes PM,227 which rose to 249 in

1952, The per-ccpite income at current prlees was ™,522 1n 1270
which roge to 925 in 1980-81,

Plan outleys:

The first plen had an outlsy of E.54 crore for Rajashtan
second 103; third 213; annusl plens 137; fourth plan 309
fifth plen °58. Sixth plen hes an outlsy of B,2025 ¥ crore

which excseds the tatal expenditure incurred during the thirty

years »f plenning in the stste. Out of the t7:81 investment

0f Rell,351.2 crore by the canter in publlc enterprises, only
227.1 crore hes bezn investel In Rajzssthen £111 1980,
Literacy:

In 1971 1literacy in Rejasthan wes 19,7% which rase to
24,057 1n 1981, Malre-literascy todey is 35.787 and female
1s 11,32, Tistrict-wise, Ajmer has the highest percentage of
1iterascy (35,017) while Barmsr hes the lowest (11.077),

[ransportation ete,
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Transportatisn ete,

In 1973-77, for every 1000 sge. kihise. the avérage length

of reils in Rejasthan 1s 15 kmse. For every 100 sqg.kmse
road length is 15 kms. While the nationzl averzsge for road
length 1s 42 kms,

Rajesthan's per-caplta electricity consumptinn is

- 83 units as agalnst country's average of 112, (37) These

fébts and figures cleerly speak of the pitisble end shocking
state Rgjesthen is in where 1ts economy and oversll

development are concerned, Desplte en inflow of 4000 crore
rupees for development wirks in the stste over a .period of

roughly thirty five yesrs since independence nothing

considersble has been achieved in the name of progress.

Inspite of the pes ng of radical legislations namely:
! Tesumption of Jagirs Act, 1952; Rajasthan Land Reform end
Regumption of Jegir (emend.) B1ill, 1954'; and , 'Rzjesthan Zx

Z smindari and Biwedari Abolition Bill, 1958', the per-

ceplta land=i»1ding in the state 1s even less then an acre.

«nd, the per-hecctare vslue of sgricultural-output 1is 422,
Lest t» telk of irrigetlon network, fertilij er-facilities

and per ceplta income which are faor less than the national

gverage, The rage of growth of snnusl income of the state

hes kept shuttling between 3 and 47,

37, These figures have been taken from 'The Competion
Mester', and 'Yojna', Opeclt,

380 Ahllje, Ram, OE.cito, pp‘ 105"'79
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S1ite and Modernization:-

Regerding the question of mddernizetion of'Biﬁer,

Ram Ahuje (3R) interviewedax 2 number of Bihar political

elites énd found the majority emong them belleving that
‘wnderenization in economic end sneisl fields has been
achieved only slightly though politicel modernization hes
been achieved to a grezt extent. The rnizln ressnns given

by them for lack of modernizetion were (1) ineffectlive
leadership and ics indifference to development e:forts, (1i)
wide eorruption and fectionzlism arcong elites (1ii) B1lind
confarmity to trsditions (iv) de=fective plenning by

buresucrsts and technocrsts due to lack of commitment (v)

Mass illiteracy (vi) chenge of ministries,
Tne Rajs-sthen political elites end buresucrets sre no

bettwer tha n thelr Bihar counterpaerts in their attitude

towsrds the question of modernization of their state., 'They’,

observes shrader, "sre still prone to point to the 'Bhysirex

psyehologicel' change in the peassentry rether than to

evidences to economic and objective change. (39) The relstion-
ship between 'caste and polites' which we have discussed at
length in the earlier chapter in the context of Rzjasthan

has gruesome consequences for developmens efforts. ind, to

this effect, Shreder notes: "In a state such ss Regjessthen

39, Shreader, Lavrence, 0Op.cit,
e ]

4. Ibid.



where 1itcle mpderniz._tion has occurred ceste tends t0 be
of even grester significence". (40) This significance is

virtually vindicested by aﬁleast the cooperstive movement in

Rajesthan sbout which Shrader remarks: "On paper the
cooperative movement 1s nne of the most successful programmes

in the state. By 1031 it wes officislly estimate”® that

5.3% of the stete's villsges and 24% of all rurel femilies

were enrolled in coop, societies. Thls depsrtment has been

uncéer the control of successive jet ministers during

mach of the time thet raplé expensisn of the coop. movement
occured, znd it is widely mainteined by informed persons
in the ste-e that the coope.mdvement has been of grezter

benefit to the jat fiction the-n the genersl peasantry.(41)

But the Act wss fully implemented ss lste zs in 1959,
esnotes Shrader: "Jagir Resumntion Act hes been glovly

implemented.” (43) "he 'Rejasthan Tenaney ACT? *19585' which

provided for only two clsuses of tenants nenely,

41, ibld.

47. "VIDEEY SAREL K3 B 33 VARSE"
43+ Shreder, Lawrence, % 0 g . Lcit,
44, Join,Cl ‘ey Opecit., 7

45, Jhbrader, Jawrence o ocibo

45, Jain, C.¥, on.cit:,_B'ZTg'p

47, Ibid Pe218e



'kheteder and Gheir-Khetedar! tenants "could not be s
considereble success due t0 leck of adequate finence

(70.45%) or ignorsnce of this privilege (35%) or owing

to undue influence exercised by lend hhlders (271)." (44)
Pertaining to this very Act, Shrader slso comm:nts that

"no Ceiling on lend nnlding had been esteblished by 1952".
45) '3egri Abolition Act, 1952' simed =t gbolishing completly
the gystem of Sagri (Loens cxvended to Iribals by non-

tribsl people). "According to the Survey Repo:t of the

Rajesthan Tribel Resesrch Institute and Iraining GCetre,

the Act has feailed to sbn’ish Sagri%. (46) As quoted by

Ceile Jeln who further remsrks: " ’he feilure of Sagri
legislztion mey be asttributed t» the ink rent and usnel

defects oft:n seen in a1l gnciel laws being not proceeded

by requisite gnciel thinking", (47 The failure of the Act in
question is further indicative of the fact thet "no soclal
chenge can be brought sbout by legisletisn slone, if masses
are not awakened to the prevailing evils and if rezlly

effective conditions are not created for the implementation

af such legislzstions,.”" (42)

fo nverhaul villege-adminstration and to let the
fruits of democracy resc:r tne nook and cornsr of the

stete, Rgjasthan Govt, Introduccd the rancheysti Rej System

sbout which Jain remerks: "lThe Rzjasthsn Assembly hes deane

ulk

48, Ibid, , p.218
49, .[bir:o p¢?15
50. Chatirvedi, 7,7,17rey

sions in Penchayﬁti Ras
. Sejs



a2 ploneering job in this field. Ihis pencheyati Rgj
has withouc doubt, revolutionized the thinking of the villesge

minde, eeees here gre twd stumbling blocks still in the

Qey, generesl illeteracy of the people and the bureancratic

attitude of the officisls". (49) Thus, "the politiesl

elites of the stste heve undoubtedly foiled to mske

penchayeti R j e complete suceess", (50) "The enthusiasm

generated by 1ts introduction has not percolst.d down to
the villeges. The common man in the villege is yet to be

enthused into active particupstion into development

pProgramness.ss.-. Lhe wezker sections have not succeeded
in cepturing high offices of 3erpanches and Pradhans
inspice of their aumberical strength". (51) Despite the
fect thet the sres of irrigeted lend in Rejesthen has
noaznuEwl 'y dresticelly Incressed from 24000 acres to
3H000 scres between 1951 and 1959, and, to 2500.9 thousand
hectares In 19277. 2s the officiel figures put it,
a3riculturel production hes been almost stagnant and

productivity has only sustained o mezgre incresse ( from

22 1n 1950's to 422 In 70's) wherees bYoth the production

50, ghaturvedi, T.No'Tensions in Pancheyatl Rej:
Relations between officiels 2nd non-officizls
, sconomic We kly, 15(°2), May 30, 1954, pp.821gé24
5. _Ibid,
55 3Shrsder, L, Ope C
54, A ufé, Rem rngéatﬁiﬁanand and Leal, A.Kﬁgg&gggga Pel32,
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and productivity should hsve incressed é%leest five-fold
to'a minimim. Shrader's remarks in thils regard seems most
eppropriste: He seys: "Weterlogging has bzen e serious
problem in the stste, s.d irrigation 1s somewhst less
effective than th-se figures would indicete." (52) The

first phase of 'Rejasthan Cenal', meant to turn the

Iher degert arable,; anc¢ the biggest in the world with a
proposed expenditure of over B.450 crore, had to be
completed by 1982, work on it started as eerly es in 1958,
To one's diseprointment, the progress in the work on canal

suggests thet its completion wrild call fer no less than a

d cede from the yezr it wes schednled to stert funetioning.

Shreder rightly points »uts "cleerly Rrjzsthen achiev.d no
major economic breskthrough even though its performance Aid
not compare unfawdurably with the netional performance™. (53)

Snuch is the extent of misersbilitl es thet Rejasthan has
as 1ts destiny for which non but its uncommitted and

insincerc politicel elltes and burssucrets have to blame.

Letivist elite who are committed to development but tiey

foil to deliv.r the gooéds t0 2 considerable extent owing

to certsln hurdles in the way of thelr functloning,

These hurdles, according to him are (1) the problem of split

1deoclogies, nsmely the ideology of passive party officizldonm,
of party miliitents of the figinterested and uncomnisted

rank end file of pert;y members snd party iduntifiers end

the party's public 1deology. (1ii) the problem of
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confusion of cross-cutting issues and slternative
performences; end (1iil) the problem of in-fighting among

the elite for power-sharing.

The politicel elites ere related to the politics of

the state through the politicel orgenizetion of netional

and local levels which have in themselvesg various groups snd
sub=-groups with 'conflicting loyelties, (55) persénal

rivalries, aspiration of sscendance, politicsl conflicts

eand 1deoliogicasl warfare within the organizstion sometimes

leading to breszking-awsy of meny s lezder to join other
politicel pertics es avenues to look for better prospects,
Lhuje Insists that "this 1deological gulf between the

offices s:eking elite and the ideologiceslly-oriented ellte =X
always forces the former to indulge in asctivities which are
usually motivated by extrancous considerztions" o+(56)ecvescoos

It 1s these office-sesking elite who "hinder the defelopment

and modernlzation"., (57) of a particular gociety.

55, A term used by Fam Ahuja,

58, See Dahrendorf, R., "Class end Cless Conflict in
Industriel Society", London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul, 1959, D. 65 |
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(Sé) Dahrendorf suggests thet there 1s hserdly eny
ecohesion between the lower and thne upper ssrsce of elite,
sach keeps charging the other with corruptisn. "The
toligerchic elite and the subjacent elite! (52) do not

find = common set of gosls, The zims of the oligerchic

alite are elther so personsl (cepturing office) or so

general (meintaining st-tus quo) or even go radicel

(maximum netionelizetion) thsat they fsil to motivate the

subjecent elite", (50) Among the subjacent elite there

ls alweys 2 g200d nuuber of politicslly uncommitted or less
committed individusls who nurture high sspirstions to rise,

They ere e asily manipuleted by the oligarchic elite on

felse promises. 4nd, thus, is sasteined the possible

antagonism between the 1ower and upper strata of elite

which if materislized would contribute to the develo.ment

of society. 4s Lhuja's hopothesis goes: "The higher the

mnopoly a2t the higher polisicel culture base, lesger are
the elite to participete in public welfare issues ot lower

political‘cultu?e bese"s (A1) If power is held by anly s
few oligarchic elite et the national 1level, thet is, high

59, Higher and lower elites.

o~ Y e r 3 =} Y ] R . ~ -
gg: %g%%i, tem, in 3achida:end and Lel, LoD Bdse 0pecitep.133
Y= Uaf.‘rendorf, Ro, OQ. ci °
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centrelizetion of power ot the center, the elite st the statle
level will not feel free to express their views freely an~

frenkly. And, there wonld be e Clssstisfactlon among the

non-ruling and non-sctlvist elite to support the current
elite in their programmes of development. This undoibtedly

hampers the adequate and spproprieste functloning of the
political elite ot the state levels. (62)

The defection of many en ikmportant leader from the
Congress and the Lok Dzl o decale ago signifiés the
frentle degire t. ey hed to sesgk 0.fices., The case of
Kumbh Rem Aryes is the most suiteble example th this e:fect,

In 1977, the Congress in Rajasthsn la3ged behind in

the rgce to form government, Tre combined opposition

defezted 1t by smeagre one vote, Sukhe“iats manipulstinng,
however, c»1ld feether the Congress cepe. by luring a few
pr1litically uncommitted menmbers of apposition to his
(Congress)side, This ad=quetely vincdicstes the extent to
which bargeining and Aefectionism have perpiltuster in the
politicel culture of Pejasthan, Txcepting for & short syan

of {ime extending from mid 1977 to the fal1l »f 1980,

R:jesthen has been = one-psrty comineted state - the Congress,

About the Con ress end Rajesthen, Shrzder remsrks:
The Coniregs party wes more successful in developing wmajor

roliticel leaders, Having conirol »f the Stete's govt,

63, Shrader, Lawrence, One cite, Pe22-360
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Throughout chis period snd backed by the prestige of the

natlonal perty, the stete Congress leaders have been sble to

explolt the sdventage of office, the control of pstronage
end the responsibility fér implementing programmeg of

economic development znd sociel and political reiormg

In the development of pollticsl leadership. Desplte thege
advaenteges, Congress leadership hes tended t2 be locsal
end regionsl in neture. No mass leaér who could asppeal

directly to all sections of the state has emsrged; instead

-~

political leaders have tended $0 be atrini men~girs 21
politicel lezders have tended to be adriot mensgers of

politicel influence", (53)
Thus, the main alm of the Congress leadership in the

stztey was end still is to retsin power rether than to

commit itseli to the development of the state. This is

precisely why'no pliticel leader of outstending capsbilities
and populerity could ceme up there, iohanlal Shukhadis was

the Chief Minister for seventeen 1long years. ShBafer opinies
tha*t he (Sukhadis) "menaged t2 retzin lezfership of the

54, Shrader, Lavrence, 9p.cite

55, Ahajz, R-m, 2p.cit.

350 Mit%a: S.K: % S1n8h, Ve3e 'Sociel Tlses end Balief
Systems In the Indizn Politicel elite- An explorstory
Study 6f the Interactionrs of attitudes, Ideology and
Party Ifentificetion' in Sachidenend % %21, AK.3ds,
'31ite and Development' Tew Telhi: Concept Publishing
COlo 1980; PPDoe 71.97¢
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Congress psrty throush i2 gtormy yeers, more by his judieious
use of policicel influence, his balencing of competing
factinns within the perty, end his cepscity to snticipate
the politicel Intrigu«-~ 2L hls 2pponents than through eny
guality of personal mepsetism' (54) or by esrning naturasl
popularity through committing himself to the caunse of
development of the state.

Fectionslism and politicel conflicts ere also

frequent mrdles in the way of modernizstinon of the state,

(55) Though fectionelism is a basic feature nf the Congress

party et the nationasl level 85 but in the case of Rejesthan

it acquires much more high proportions and seems to have
perpetusted to the grass-root level, "Factionalism within
the Congress party", lnsists 3hrader, "is the second msjor
force of conflict in Rejesthen; moreover, this hes been a

constent fezture of the perty's history. The survival »f the

Congress party hes dep-nded on itg sbility to keep factinnalism
wlthin reasonsble bounts, so ss to prevent suech a weskening
of the party ss to render it ineffective as a2 politicel

orgenisctinn"”. (57) The basls of factinnelism veried from

‘regionalism' in trhe begnning to (p rsonslism ' znd 'cestelsm’

at a later point In time by when esscencdent caste in Rsjasthan

hz@ come to be considerably politicized, end, =s & conseqgueénces

6;. %gggder, Lawrence, Opecite
58, .

59, Ibid

70. Ibid

o vt
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started making its presenee felt in the state pnliticse

Initislly, thers were three imporient feciiosns bes:d on

regionslism. One wes the Udsipur group nesded by liohanleael
Sukhedie and lieniklel Verma. The other wes the Vyas group

representing the formerly Jaipur-st. te sreas. The third wes

tre group of & few jet leaderg fr m Jodhpur end Bikener

arease. "The Cozlition", informs Shrader "which deferted Jal

¥erain Vyss assumed the form nf regionsl groupings when the

jet end Tdslpur groups joined forces with the second-generstion

nationelist leaders in the ecstern plains.” (59)

Since 1984, there appeers & shift in the basis of
fectionallism, Regionezlism continuing to be "one cherascter-
stlcs of Rejasthen's factionelism, personslism end ceste have
become more prominent festures ss well".(32) Tjis shift
which undoibtad'y spesks of the rapid policicizetion of the

messes wes a result of, "Shreder insists, "the progressive
breagdown of regionel loyzlties".(70) He further asserts:
"One of the ironies of Rajesthan politics is thet the more
the 0l¢ regionezl loysliies sre conrroded, the gréater the
tendency for facitionelism to shift to & ceste and locel-
begsed factionelism", (71) rhe extent to which fectionzlism
hes crept Into Rejasthan polities ig made further eonspleunus

by 3hracer who notegt "At the stete level, fectionalism is
so widespreszd the% en sure of intrigue often hengs over the

stete capltel. indless remdurs of internal conflicts within

Lo 1018 72, Toig
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the cebinet or the legislative perty sre circulsted end
from time t0 time, kenor cebin-.t reshufflings take place
in response to the shifting lines of factional strength.
Ho minister dares ignore his own group of fvllowers and his
ellieg for shruld he decome isolsted or shruld his sup.ort
be undercut, his owh prsition wdould goon be in jeopardcy'.
(72)In & bi¢ to check factionslism the Gongress high
commend in 1957 denied assemly héckets to meny 2 member of
Sughadiz ministry. Mathurs Des Matbar, the prominent Jofhpur

eeder, wes glven perliesmeniary ticket in 1957VW1tb s view
to overt him from the stete pnliticse Though only sfbter
tw> yeers he menaged s comeback, &t a later stete efforis

were made by the Con ress high comueznd to even eject iohecnlel

Sukhedis from stste olitics and to instsll him =t the

Center, Politicael rivaelry between Sukhefisz on the one hand,

Jel Hereysn Vyas and Hirslels Shestri on the other is too

well-knowne. Kumbh R.m Aryes who hed b:wen denied zn asssembly
ticket In the first three sssembly elections consecutively
was heeding the jet fezcti-n of the ezstern pleins region.

Focetionzlism instesd »f coming to 2 standstill or
diminishing becere more rempent in the successi e yearg,e

Diseppearance of Barkstulleh Khen from the politicesl scene

of Rajssthen 1s attributed to factionalism,
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"Factionel-conflict within the party", opines Shreader,

"is part of competitive politics within 2 dominant national

parby system™, (73)

The downfell »f Jenete perty wes precisely owing

to fectionel-conflict.
YFaetionzlism", concludes Ahujs from his smpiricel

study of Biher politics, "meny & time thwerts the

development policies and programmes of the pertizs in power
D P ? Y Y

Because of this fectionelism, the elites even do not wield

consideresble influence over the masses, liost of the
politicos do not heve eny influence over thelr £0110:crs

end those few who have some, derive it from their
eseriptive roles as bilz zamincdars etcs rether than from
the politlcal posts they 1d"., (74) Factionelism in
Rajas-then, thus, s -ve see finds its besis In regionelism,
césteism and pergonslism "hempsring modernization", (75)

Factionelism is just one component of the structure of

conflicts rempent in Regjesthen politids. 1t rother
signifies oanly intra-Congress conflicte. An equally potent

conflict we vitness in the tussle betwesen the ruling

Congress and the erstwi.lle londed aristocrary.

7%,  Ibid.
74, ThHaje, Rom, opecif, pell2
75 Ibid., pel34
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"The chenge in politicsel lezdership (in Rsjesthean) took
place within the contexi of two basic politicel conflicts,
One centered round the controversy between the Rsjput
Jogirdaeri class and the Congress party; the other wes
centered within the Congress perty snd focused 2n the

emergence of new leadership groups in teerms of both

generetisn snd caste'. (%B) former was =2n open and gruesome

conflict which cost much of Congress'! emergies, time and
sttention.(77)

The decisions of the Congress to resume % e jagirs
turned the entirety of the lended eristocracy nf Rajasthan
against it (Congress). "The Rzjputs entrance into polities
in elmost monolithic oppoisitisn to the Congress perty

at the time of the firgst generel electisns wes triggered by

this decision, =nd ¢ ey have remsined an important, if less

monolithic, oppo=sition group in the state's politics ever

gince', ( 78)

-Jtzy-orders were secured agsinst resumption of jegirs
..ety, 1952 from the high court. And, it wes 2nly in 1954
thet the Supreme Court finsglly uphell the Let, Kshiriya

Mehesasbha was the orgenizetionesl latform from where the

B Shfedcr,Levwrence, 2p.clte

77, Kemol, KeLo, 'rarty Policzics in en Indien Ste e
A Study of lsin Political Perties in “ajssthen',
Jelpur, Prekash Publishers, 1937, pre 75-77

7°, Shredcr, Lawrence, Op.cite
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depropertied class forged 2 unity end jointly fought for

its 1o0st meteriazl heritize. If wes this 3sbhs which

negotiated with the state and central governmentse

It represented itself in the first genersl elections end

act ieved considerable successe In 1953, s tentative

sgreement wes reached between the Ssbhe on the one hand

snd the state and centrsl gov-s, on the other. This

sgreement proved ephemeral since most of the conditions

1zid @wn in the sgreement could nnt placete the depropertier
jagirdars who éeménded 50% compensztion, liberal-rehabili-
tation grants and redefinition of 'khudkesht' land for

which they leunched en intense congpsign orgeniged by
Fhoomiswam? . .. Janghe 4 numbsr of protest demonstrations

end tne like upsurges threstened the tranquilicy of the

state,

e Jene Sengh and the Ram Rejya Perishad stond by the
ceuse of the depropertied Bhoomiswemis end sup 2rted their
“emends in the 1957 electisns. As 2 consequence, brkth these

perties", memerks Shrader, "Lost from 25  t1» 237 af their

previsus strength”, (79) In 1959 atlast Tenfit Tekrn

mediating between the Rejesthan govt. anf the Rhormigwani

79 '"epors of she 3tate Land “nmmission for Rzjasihan'
* Govit,af §ajestbaﬁ, Jelrur: Govt.éeﬁtral kr%ss ’
1959, p.°l.
80, Ibid,

U o . s £ O



Sengh proposed liberalized terms for rehsbilitetinsn grants
for jegirs with an annual Income of less than ™ ,50007/-
This proposzl wes "accepted by both sides, this finally

ending this controversy"., (80 )

This gruesome conflie® that lasted f9r no less than
sgven years influencing the first two general el zctions

held in the state kept the law and order situation

in the province in 2 pitisble state necessiteting

the political elites to divert their full attuntion to it
which eould have otherwise been devoted to the cause of

progress of the state,

P

"a 1ot »f decisirng S b” Shy nliticel elltes

are not economic but politicdl ", (81) e=nd, most of their

time en¢ en:rgy is spent on prliticel manipulations which

are an Iinevitebility perticulerly when factors such as
factiongzlism, rivalries end vested interests, to cite
e few Instances, moske politics an actudly competitive

proecess, 1t thus becomes bi.ding »n the part of the

meint.nance-system elites, which the current political

81, Ahuja, X.m, Opecite, pe109
R2 . Ivid, s PDa 108-108
83. Ibid,, 0,109
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elites indibusebly sre, 4o be highly mainpulative, es
Ahuja's study of Biher elites suguests, inorder to msintain

thelr continuence in powere. Least sttention is, thus, paic

by the political elites to "mitigsting the scute problem

"of unemployment =nd promiting employment op.ortunities,

ststepring-up incdustrial production, bresking the mnopoly

of big business uses in the field of indistrisl prodnctinog
rid®ing the state of recurring floods end drrughts, providing
stable government, meintein-ng law and nrder, celling of
property, asugmenting agricultural production, checking

corruption ené preventing price-rise". (82) whnich only
would agsure progress of the state; Besides, amopg the
aforementioned probleus "what are going t0 get prinrities
depend upon the comsitmeat of tne elites". (83)
Centre-stete relstinsnes slsgo is mejor fa::.nr tnst

determines the propensity of s stete to develop, By inter-

viewing the pnliticel elites of 3ihear Ahuja (84) found many

an elite 2lleging that center's 2id t» fthe state depends

on the p?li:icel_pafty (end the politicel factinn) in power.

Where R:rjzsthen is concerned it hes alwsys remeined 2
neglected stete -s 1s vindicated by the sllocestion of funds
in the successive plens eXcept for the current plen in whmk

which it re eive over 2000 crore of ¥,
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Keeping in view the extent to which Rgjasthan has
achieved progrezs it cen be asserted th:t the stete(s
politicel elites have nnly endesvoured to meintain 2 status-
quo and not to derelnyn the province,

Modernizetion, aceording %o Almja 1s "s plenned
process of gnciel mobili,etion. Sociel mobilizetion of

mgsses for making them ready t5 accept chenges in sohciel
and'iﬁeolﬁgical structures is the primery functinn

of paliticel elites"s (85) But since pnliticel eliseé,

as we reve analysed, remein glued to the politics of power
grebbl.g, one wonders 1f they cen be exp.cted to socizlly
mobilize masses. [rue that modernizestion can not be understosd
solely in terms of politlcel elltes ratiner thers is & st

of factors detrimentel to it; but so far as the role of the

polizcicel elite in stleast the economic progress, & pre-
requisite for mocdernizstion, of the stete 1s concerned, it
is undoubtedly a fact t<h.t the acite econnmic problems

Rajessthan is confronting tnrday ig precisely e to the
"lzck »f Aevelopment efforts in the inAustriel enA

egriculturel sectorg by the political elizes".(25)

5215185 p. 114
85, Ibido, pg184-
85, Tbif.. p.115
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e found shat the nst gown aree in Rzjasthan in 1975
was 6.3 which incressed by only z mergin »f 7.5
period o7 fwenty 1ong yeers. Std‘les suggest wells asre
still the chiéf gsource of irrigetinn in Rzjssthen.
Rgjasthen Censl', the much publicized gieant irrigation
project of Asie with & budgst of over ™,450 cerore, shnuld
have beenready o function by 1282 but it’is not. o nur
utter fissg, olntment, R.jssthan hes 2 mere share of 1.357
in the totel irrigevion cepescity of the country. The sres
under foodgrains waes 72.8" in 1956 which csme down t0O
73% in 1977,

The smsll scale industries have remerkebly maltiplied
in number during the psest ten years but heavy Incustries
are yt o fer cry, 722,000 persons wers unemployed in the
stete in 1978, 3tete domestic product hes risen from 2457
crore in 1975 to 2824 crore in 1978 increzsing only
by 2 smell mergin. Only 192,77 pedple were literste in
Rejesthen in 1971, ‘This percentsge rose but only o
24,57 by 1981, For every shousend square kilometers the

averege length of reils is only 15 Tmse. «verasge roaed

lengti 1Is 15 kmse pir hundred squsre kilomcisrs, In 1270

per ccplte income iIn the state wes P 522 which rose only

to 925 in 1981. .here R.hesthen stands in t.rms of

-]

'development' can be best as essed by the gruesome fact

thr ¢ 1% renks only sbove three smsll ststes oF the ~auntry

Sikkim, Meghalays =nd Tripura,



Varisus socisl legisletinns in the name of sncisl r.form

were passed importent being them the various Jegirderi Aboli-
tion Acts, lend - Tenency hect, Sagril &bolition Act etec. but

there 1s an sbundance 2f empiricel studles abmut them which
we frund clearly indiceting fthet theéé Acts have not been
fully implemented, This expleins wny even efter sach drastic
measuresg (?) zdopted on the socilo-economic front by Rsjasthen
prliticel elite, the sversge per cepite lend - holding in

the stete 1s less tha even en zcre.

e frund prominent snciel - scientists such 2s shrader,
Jain, Ahujs, Chaturvedi ete, whose empiricel studles pertein
to Rejssthen's Politics and development problems! egrueeting
thet the present leefershlp in the state is incdifferent and
u comzicned £o0 development effortsy thes the msjority among
the present leadership 1s confarmist of 'tradicion' ond believes
in meinteining status - quo, end; thet there is =z lack of
competent end committe? bureaucrats end technocrets in the
stete as whdose consegience planning is e2lways defective,

Drezwing on the sforementioned studies we also enslysed that
there is herély eny repport between the elites st the center

end the stalte; end hefween state - level elltes; end 1ower sneg,
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dbsence of such z coordinction hempers development, We

found thet the elites sre only interested In continuing in
power and ap,Topristing material berefits, and not in worﬁing
collectivity for people's csuse., Oligesrchic elites whn are
slizhtly committed and wish to do something honestly and
conere sely for the stete sre strongly deterred by the party
nfficlalAsm zncd sre gometlimes cherged as dning anti - perty
activitles, Factinnslism, persnnzl rivalry, conflicting-
loyalties, sspirstion of sscencence, polltical - conflicts,
defectinnism keep eating into tThe vitalit} of the Rajasthen
politicel - system hempering the functioaing »f the politsical
elitese <Lhese evils accrue essentislly »nut »f the vicious
yame »f power in which the present elites involve tnemgelves
td have personal gezinse. Lhe most hevec paliticél cmnflicet

in Rajesthen, we anslysed, was the Congress - leadership
versus the Rajput Jegirderi class thet enntinued far roaghly
a decede néturally calling far the elites tn chennelize ful’y
their time, energies and a:itention %o it which w»uld have been

otherwise devoted to developmentsl works. le Aiscerned hnw



- 174 -

most of the decisinns taken by the politicel elites zre not
economic but politicel, ené¢ Iww menipuletions osn the pért of
the individual elite pley s vitsl role in keeping him stuck

t0 the exsted chelir of power. lohanlsl Sukhsdia's continuation
as Chief - Minister »f the state for sr-und seventeen long yesrs
fully vindicetes the significance of manipuletions to Rajesthan
prliticse It is t00 well - known a facg ﬁow tactfully he kept
bealencing thes ceste eguastion by enchanting the jet varleble o
remsin In positive reletionship with the Rejputs 2 thet e
luringly rich treassure of zilegience cnuld be undneriusly
exploited,

Given the magnitude »f funrds 21located £n Rajasthan in

verious plans; the rich strck »f nstursl resrurces that the

stete 1s endowed with; s menasgsble stete nf ecrhnomy; en” zhove
a’l, a congenial soclsl environment, the politicel elltes shhul”
kave easily and sincerely ushered the state on to the rosd to
economic prosperity which is primary to modernizatishne.

Our study, thus, leads us 9 conclude with 2ll objectivity
thet the politicel elites of Rajasthan have condemnsbly failed

£ modernize the state,




The political elites b eing the elected representatives
of the people in g dewmocratic set-up sre the legitimate
wielders of power, decision-mekers, Law-givers znd policy
‘makers. The economic progress of a society depends on
plans, policies 2nd resources, =znd above z2ll, on how
best these plans and policies are implemented and the
resources utilized. The responsibility of formulating
the plans and policies and implementing them lies solely
with the vielders of power =- the political elites. This
precisely «xplains the relz{ionship between the political
elites 2nd modernization of a society. So, the guality
of political elites & society has would decide the quality
and quantity of economic progress achieved or to be achieved
by it (society).

But since the political elites do not exist in vacuum
but are the gualitative product of the society they are
part snd parcel of, their nature and characterzare essentially
shaped by the various systems - economie, political, cul-
tural etec. - of the society.

The indifferent attitude of the political elites towards
modernization, gruesome revalries within them, theilr
desperate concera for crntinuation in power, thelir non-
comnitment to people, their selfish character, =cute

factionalism, bargaining and defectionsim - the bases of

all this lie in the nature =2nd form of the political system
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itself rather than.in the nature and character of the
political elites. Democcrscy a5 the form of 'politics!
being a highly ccmpetitive process was a successful
experiment of the class~stratified west. Incepted in the
caste-based scciety of ours, 1t started mobilizing snd
manivulating agvaildble organizations - caste, communities,
kingroups etc. - for allegiance. Since the masses e
tied-up in different traditional solidasrities such as
caste, community, kingroups etc. as stock of alle&%nce'fobe
manipulated at t he will of the political elites, tbg
elites hardly care sbout them (the masses) and get busy

serving their own ends. And, there obviously ensue

competitions among them sincé’each wants to compete with
the other in a7nproriating what 1is there to gvpropriste.
There 1is hardly eny study on Rajasthan which seeks to
assess and analyse the role of its political elites in its
modernizgtion. There are, however, a nunber of studies
on politics snd political elite wherein only bits of
séattered references are found sbout their role in the
progress of the stzate. Modernization of the f£ate as a
separate iscue remains either unstudied or understudied.
Studies on social - backgroﬁnd of the political elites
are devoid of attempts tc study their behaviour in
relstion to developmental problems, their perception of
these problems and possible solutions. TForms of concrete

relationships could have been explored between elite-
behsviour and social - background with the belp of

such studies.
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Much of study is available on party polities in
Rajasthan but invariebly all of them sre found over-
emphasizing the congress 3 Swentantra tussle over-
1boking the very fact that the ‘wantentra was but =
momentary phenomenon. “*he Jane fangh remains undef-
studied so 1is 1its ongoing tussle Wwith the congress.
Since the Jang Sasngh has majority of orthodox Hindus
in its fold, has its ideology of 'Akhands Bharais'
end revivaliem of ancient Indian culture, it is held
aé 2 Hindu Communal organizstion. No attempt has yeot
been made %o ascertain‘whether i1t is regally so. All
studies on party - politics in Rajasthan seem taking for
granted the emergence =nd growth of '"Lok Dal! - the
political platform of the peasantry. Reasons behind its
emergence and growth are not analysed in any study.

Radical politics 1is the worst sufferer. Agreed that -
redical rolitics hold nc viable place in the statle
politics Lut no attempt hes been mede to explore the
ressons objectively. Many of the studies seek to give
rezsons that since Rajasthan is not an industriaslized
“and literate soclety it obvicusly lacks inductrial
lebour end education hence zbsence ol redicsal politics.
If industrislization and education are the pre-requicsites
for redicsl politics to &iend its influence, how one
explains the pre-dominence of redical vpclitics in the
most unindustrieglized end illiterate terrains of

eastern U.P gnd Bihar.
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A1l the studies on Rejsthan peclitics seem proceeding
wlth the presumotion thet the state-politics is casiti@€ —
oriented (implying that it is caste which,&anipulates
politics) and clgsses have hardly begun playing their

rocle in politics.

The besic flqw with the avallable literastures on
ajasthan is that they seek to study the political
elites in isclztion from the 'politlics','the political
culture!' and the 'szceizl system!' of the vrovince. None
of the studies seems getting to the significance of

exploring and enalysing objective forms of inter-relation-

ond )
ship between the political elites, politics|§§§5ég$§éér.
' A

The present study, therefore, conceives tc assess
and anaylse the political elites and their rols in the
progress of the society in relation to politics,sné—seeieby.
The concept of moderanization has been studied in the
third-world context. The capitalistic a2nd the sccialistic
concepts of wmodernization bhave peen anglysed in the
light of neo-coloniaglism thsat f;i the quesi of the
first and the cond worlds to extend their econpmic
interects over the d eveloping and the under—deééloped
societies througn propagating their socio-political
ideologics in +the disguise of their so -~ called politics
of econoric - gide Modernizstion in the context of our
scciety then refers to procesces of syncronysis of

tradition #nd elements of modernity.
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Politices, we analysed as manipulsting =nd consolidating
ﬁad){lm .
‘pmeaidagn ' ond influencing other sub-siructureres of
the society as well whose product are the Dolitical
elites. Sc, the manipulative n=ature of politics

naturally keeps congruence with the ncinve snd character

of the politicel elites.

Party-politics and the oversll political culture cof
Raojasthan heve been studied from the 'caste, clsss and
community ! perspective. TForms of association parti-

-

culerly betwve n politics #nd casste have been explored

and it has been concluded tnat it 18 besically poiivics

which manipuletes caote and not cagsie that manipulateagt.

'Caste snd class overlapring'! in rel-tion to politics
hes Leen identified ¢nd thrown lignt vwpon. Diversi-
Ticavion of mecro-structursl political orgesnizetion
int> regionsl politicel perties has been analysed in
the light of soclo-uistorical reslities. Party politics
hes Leen o ssessed #nd snglysed from the versprctive of

A

'interest! ¢f socigl-groups each volitical perty seed

~
623

to reyprasent. In shori, the vole of the politicel elites
in the modernization of Rejasthan has teen studied as
being shaped =nd dictated by the overall nature of

ajazsthan poliiics and society rather thaa existi

independent of any iafluence.

O

It mey te emphas.zed T this Juncture hat ihe overall
irewe of reference “eveloped in this study is more of a
theorevicael nasiure than empirical since of Per restri-

cuiocns ihe study had not to Le vased on primary sources.
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The limitetioans of szcondary sources (vowich our stndy
depends onl) are tco well-known whers dependence of

cracisl soclal recsearch on thew 1is concerned.

The study proumises z great desl of useful and
objective results provided 'empricism!'! is tsken telp
of to st and validate the h&potheses. Further mceesrch
cen be carried out with the belp of ‘emprical tools and
techniguer on sociel attitudes of the political elites,
their personal charccteristice, their perception of
modernization, their motivat.ions to eater politics,
their ideoclogicael crientations and their sell-images
so cruciel to their role in moderanigation. Inter-
party. end intre-perty elite-elite relstions and tussles
that wsy well speak of ithe nzture of elite-behsviour
and party-politics could e studied. Eesides, the
soclo-psycholcgical hangups inherent Lh the upper-
lower level elite-elite relations hampering the
reqguisite coordinrtion bpetween tac two could te
atiended to but with an emprical effort. TFurthen
a comperison can te attempted between Rajasthan and
a2 politicelly and economicelly advance state where

elite-tehaviour 1s concerned.
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