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FREFACE

14
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To begin with, I owe much to the conversations with and
forbearance of my supervisors Michael Tharakan and Mohanan
Pl lar. Flhaedr wtyyes b g Qnd cearbiciams had always made me
strive for more rigorous formulations. I should also like to
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our canteen staff - Thankappan Nair, Rajendran, Subhash,

Meenakshi and niable witted HManivyan. Some of the maps 1 have



used in this disstertation were kindly offered to me by Srikumar
Chathopadhyay. Others were traced +for me by Jobby. The
painstaking job of typing out the thesis using "word perfect” was
neatly done by Suresh Chandran. I should like to thank them all.

I+ I have overlooked any other help I received, hope I would be

excused for my inadvertance.

I should now like to make a special mention of the immense
debt I owe to Dr. S. Umadevi. Her valuable advices were always a
fource of inspiration for me ever since 1 met her. Thanks are
also due to Thara {(Lekha) for her constant caompanionship for more
than a period of two years. She taught me that it is "bitter to
be slowly seperated from great friends” and so “far better make a
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I am also taking this opportunity to thank my marvellous little
friends — Girish, Sandeep and Jahano. Many times their mere
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wonderland! Finallvy, fnshuuld express my sheer gratitude to wmy
ioving parents for their indispensible unfailing and many sided

help and support.

I hope that social production of spatial @ forms as an

object of study would never cease to fascinate me.

T.T. Sreekumar
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

At  the beginniag of the 19th century less than three
percent of the world population lived in urban areas. Towards
the end ofthe 20th century what we experience is an urban

revolution by which half of the world population have become

uwrban dwellers. Prior to the second world war the pfocess of
wban growth was accentuated by highly industrialised regions.
Today, the wmajor role in the global dynamics of urban growth is

nlayed by less opulent'cnuntries ta which the eqiuivocal term
"third world" is commonly applied. The practical and political
significance of this new phenomenon is reflected in  the
increasing attention accorded in field of comparative urban
research. But a cwsory glance at the ever accumulating
literatwe on  third world urban process . would also reQeal 2
growing dissilusionment among researchers with some of the
popular theoretical models that try to explain the cnmpléxities
couched 1in the spatial dynamics of these reginns. . It is.
surprising ‘that although the empirically oriented studies
continue to expand at a considerable pace, maost of the conceptual
issues still remain unresolved. Therefore, we would begin with a
critical review of some of the suggested explanatory frameworks
and their ?d&olagical implicatlons  when  juxtapose€d  wil kh the
relaties of the third world urban process.

The major approaches towards the interpretation of the
spatial categories and social processes in the third world can be

1



broadly classified into two: (i} the modernisation theory (ii)
the dependency theorvy. The logical pillaf of the modernisation
theory 1s a ‘itraditional - modern duality thesis where
underdevelopment is conceptualised as the original state of
atfairs manifested by %raditionalism and backwardness while
development is envisualised in terms of the withering away of
these features. In & Rostovian sense (Rostov, 1926@) development
appears to be a path already traced that societies are supposed
to follow 1f they manifest a spirit of enterprise (Castells,
- 1977:40) . An agricul tural subsistence economy is envisaged as
the stairting point ffam where an intra-regional specialisation of
primary activities ana inter regional trade developed. This was
accompanied by the de@elopment of transport facilities. ALl
thesé in their turn led to the growth of industrial activities
Centres which formed the nuclie of these transformations could
absorb the surplus labouwr (i) in the traditional subsistence
economy resulting in lairge scale migration and population
concentration. There was also a high level of specialisation and
diversification of manufacturing which led to the emergence of
huge industrial complexes as well as a well developed tertiary
sector that provided high gality services (kknaap, 1980). These
processes finally culminated in the diffusion of the fruits of
change from the industrial urban gentres to the rural country
side resulting in a rural—-urban continuum (2). In other words
Lhe rival -Bvrban le L FeRr e deavie] opesd L0 A unil inear f assl;l (1N
which led to a break down of rural urban differences. Thus one
can delineate three inter—related aspects of uwrbanisation. UOne

is the segential sectoral development of the economy. Second 1s

the growing concentration of population in areas where secondary
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and tertiary activities are located. Third is the diffusion of
the development prﬁcess leading +to the disappearance of rural
wban differences. This assumed relationship between
urbanisation and economic developemnt has been “"prooved" by
several scholars using highly sophiisticated mathematical
techniqgques (3).

The modernisation theorists would argue that the
industrial urban development in the west and the’urban process in
the third world today is the same barring the fact that they are
greatly seperated in time and space {4). Inplicit in this
sweeping assumption is (1) the making of a theoretical wmodel
based on the urban experience of the west would suit the
analvytical requirements“ﬂaf the urban preoblem in the third world
and (i1} a change from the traditional to modern could occur in
the third world through the diffusion of capital, technoloagy,
values, inslitutional arrangements and political beliefs from the
west. The origin of this approach goes back to the post second
worrld  war périod which saw an unprecedented spurt in  the
literatwe on economic development.

Modernisation theory continued to be the dominent stream
in comparative urban research in the 1968°s and now there is a
general recognition that the historical process of urbanisation
in the third world 1is distinctly different from that of
industrialised countries. Further, the class structuwre and
ecol ogy of the third wourld cléies also difter feom Ehat  of Lhear
counter parts in the west (Safa, 1982:3). If urbanisation in the
third world is only .a replica of the European experience in the
18th and 12th centuries, then naturally in the less developed

countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, where we find an
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urban explosion must be a result of industrial expansion. But,
it is well known that most of these countries have a very weak
industrial base and a direct shift from agriculture to the
tertiary sector is the hallmark of the change in the occupational
structure of these areas. Unable to resclve this apparent
"contradiction" of theory and reality, thel modernisation
theorists converiiently assess the third world situation as one of
‘over’ wrbanisation or “hyper® wbanisation. The draw back of
such an approach are too cbvious. We shall point out three majior
objections fuilowing Slater (17846:10) . First, the western
universalism rooted in the modernisation paradigm can not
possibly capture the historical specificities of social change in
the third world. ,Secdﬁd,the non materialist perspective of this
appragach fails to provide an interpretative framework for
examining spatial expansion of capitalism and its impact in the
“third world. Third, the approach does not provide a realistic
tool te wanderstand the city countryside relations and processes
such as tﬁe transformation of the territorial division and
spuclalisation of labour. Chincﬁilla (1986:1456-8) argues that the
mast fundamental problem with the modernisation paradigm is that
its conception of change is overly linear, telelogical and
ahistorical. It equates the process of change with movement
between two +Ffixed points. This approach basically reflects the
conse%vative intellectual tradition in uwrban research (Chilcote,
L2000ty L

Urban studies under went a paradigm shift of drastic
proportions in response to the theoretical shifts in development
theory as such since the 19468 °s,especially with the emergence of

what 1s coliectively refered tao as the dependency theory
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(Hinderson, 1984: 463) . In the dependency approach we find an
exact inversion of the fundamental assumption of modernisation
theaory regaraing the nature of relations between industrialised
countries and the third world. Dependency theory gives emphasis
to the fact that the underdeyelopment of the third world i1is in
fact the negative effect of the external dDminénce; Thus the
principai insight this theory provided is ' that the specific
historically determined character of the social formations in the
third waorid cannet be analysed properlily without plécing the
gquestion of isperialist dnminatian at  the centre of tLthe
problematic (Buiiano, 1983: 107). The classic reference Lo this
approach 1s Frank (1967},
The dependency theory was linked to the analysis of the

urban question initially by Cstells (1977). He argued that the
process of urbanisation is the expression of the social dynamic
of the penetration of the capitalist mode of production
historicaliy formed in Ewropge, into the reﬁainder aof the worild.
He identified three types of domination (i) colonial domination
with direct administration of an intensive exploitation of
resources  and affirmation of political sovereignitys (11)
capitalist commercial damination through unequal terms of
exchange; {(11i) imperialist industrial and financial domination.
In this set up, the towns that emerged specialised in
adminisiralive and Commer Cral Funcl Lons., On Lhee bosis Qf Eluas
schematisation, Castells pointed out that depended urbanisation
results in  a super concentration of ﬁopulatiun in uwrban areas,
i.e. lLhe develnpment of primate cities(3). His analysis was

primarily based on Latin American experience. Following Castells



Safa (1982) tried to locate the urban guestion in the third world

within the dependency framework. It was identified that the
different patterns of wbanisation in the less developed
countries originate from their late entry into the glabal

capitalist 595tem and dependence on advanced countries for
capital, export market and technology. Robefts {1978) also
enguired into the.implicatinns of core—-periphery interaction for
the patterns of whbanisation. Generally wbanisation has been
treated as one specific feature within the overall formulations
of dependency’ theory and lthe problems, conventionally associlated
with wbhanisation such as economic development were viewed as
only resolvable through the breaking qf dependency relations and
actuation of a process “of revolutionary transformation (Slator,
19846:2) . But one is cautioned against any sweeping
aeneralisation for the whole third world based on the dependency
theory. Al though the dependency approach in terms of analytical
rigour enjoys tremendous superiority over the modernisation
approach, any formulation which neglects the ecological and other
historical differences that exist among the third world countries
influencing the production of spatial forms would lead to partial
and reductive conclusions. One way out of this methodological
imprecesion would be to understand the actual processes which

generate specific spatial forms at several analytical levels.

In this study we have Laken the case of spatial
{TGMSFOV‘H»Q(’:\' (e I Ker aalaa Ulaale Als L prar 4.4 1l ar ob el ot
analvsis. Some recent macro level disaggregated studies which

analyse the emerging wrban pattern in India, leaves out kKerala as
a special case (&) According to ithem, Kerala poses certain

problems in  the definition of an wban unit itselt with 1ts high



rural density (3536 per sqg.km? and big villages with a population
more than 5,@880. Every form of matter has history, or rather it
is its history. So an understanding of origin and causes of this
unique spatial formation does constitute an object of study.
Thus the problematic of the present enquiry revolves round too
major issues (i) In what all respects are the temﬁoral changes in
the spatial structure of Kerala different from other third world
reglions? (i1i1)  What are the major determinants of the production
of spatial forms in Eerala?

The state of Kerala came into existence as a result of the
States Re-—aorganisation Act, 1956. United keraia comprised aof the
greater part of the old state of Travancore anﬂ Cochin, Malabar
district and kasargodtaluk of suutﬁ canara district in Madras
Presidency. It is & narrow stretch of land (which lies in south
west India) bounded by Arabian sea on the west, and western ghats
in the east. The wheole state is between 8= 18 and 12< 48 naorth
latitudes and 74 S27 and 77 24° past longitudes, with an area of
about 39,000 sﬁ.km. The length of the coast line is 580 kEm and
the breadth varies from a minimum of 11 km to a maximd; of 121
km. The territory 1s divided into three major natural divisions:
{see figuwre 1.1) the high land, the low land and the mid land.
The high land is a mountanous terrain thicEly forested in the
upper range and interspersed with plantations crops in the lower
range. The mid land is characterised by undulating terrain with
hilla and val Leeys., N ovariely of cropts such aus paddy, Lapiruca,
species, sugar cane plantain etc. are cultivated in this region.
The low 1land is a sandy strip of land with numerous backuaters.
Paddy and cucmnu£ are the major crops here. These basic

physiaographic zones cover 18 per cent (low land) 42 per cent {(mid
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land) and 48 pér cent (high land) of the total geographical area.
The distribution of population over these regions is 26 per cent
92 per cent and 15 per cent respectively. The low land has the
highest population density (1,285 per sqg.km) followed by mid land
{773 per sq.km) and high land stands third (172 per sqg.km). With

respect to over all population density kerala ranked first with

652 per sqg.km. accarding to 19281 census. The settlement pattern
in Kerala idtself i1s rather unique. Ferala does nol possess a
village system unlike other parts of the sub continent.

Historically, there developed a dispersed settlement pattern
without a common node(7). The traclts are densily populated that
it becomes difficullt to delineate one village from another. In
other wnrdé the whalew}egion léukes Jike a garden city. This has
resulted in  the phenomenon of big villages with arbitrary
boundaries. In fact they are revenue villages the boundaries of
which were dEmarcated’by colonial authorities according lo their
convenience. To be 'precise, one  can say that the rural-urban
distinction is rather difficult in Kerala.

Ferala was inﬁegrated into the world system of capitalism
in the 18th century itself. But the influx of British capital to
a consliderable extend began in  the 19th century. British
capital was mainly invested in the plantations in  the ghat
regilon. During the post first world war period almost all the
cash crops pdeucéd in Kerala had a growing demand from outside
and Lhae  wconomy gradual ly  becaae an expor (.“i‘],)l';‘-li(.lt.‘(.l (WIS Flhieseaes
political economy factors as well as  the ecological set up had
tremendous impact 1in the process of spatial evalution in Kerala.
The propozed stgdy would  thus set out the following aspects as

iltls main objectives.



{a)l

(1) tGA provide a brief overiew of the genesis of urban
forms in KEerala (ii1) tao understand the patterns and processes of
urbanisation in Kerala in the modern period. (11i) to probe into
the salient features of the modern urban system as it emerges in
Ferala apd (iv) to explain in ‘detail the causative factors or
rather the major determinants of spatial evolutiqn in Kerala.

nhe analyfical requirements of the proposed study suggest
that an inter—disciplinary approach would be necessary.
Basically we would pursue a historical mode of enquiry. We may
use some simple statistical techniques to uwnderstand the
trrantitalive (himensions of cerbtain  key  15501865. The  kind of
enguiry obviously demands a heavy dependence on secondary
materials on history and economy of Kerala. Apart from this the

-

major souwrce of information is the decennial censuses. It may be
noted that the comparison of the data presented in the different
censuses in highly problematic. This is due to the changes in
the definition of an wrban wunit f1rom census Lo census.
Unfartungtely we cannot make any corrections to these data.

Conventionally an uwrban area is defined in terms of three
variables, number, density of settlement and degree af
hetrogeniety of the urban population (Wirth, 19259) . Tﬁe
statistical empiricism in the delimitation of the concept of
whban is  loo obvious. The thresholds used for the delimitation
of an whban unit vary from place to place and this makes
internalbional compar i sons b f Eoat b Thiz 19601 census defioed an

arban area as tol lows.

ALl places with & Municipality, Corporation or
Cantonment Board or notified town area;
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(h) All other places which satisfied the following
criteria: ’

(i1} A minimum population of SBAG
{ii) A population of 400 persons per km = and
{(iii) At 1éa5t 75 per cent of the mate working
' population pursuing non—primary activities.

The structure of the study is as  follows Chapter II
critically examines the common notions about the ancient spufts
of whbanism 1n Kerala in different time brackets and Gbtry to
loéate the exact genesis urban settlements. It is an attempt to
farud ol Phe brresalg arl ocomb roank Lieses tn Ferala™sm o acrban hiastory
Chapter I would look into the urban question, since the
beginnino of the Egth century. - The dynamics of the spatial
temporal shifts 1in the configuration of population is analysed
and its .differences from other parts of India is specified.
Chapter IV is complimentary to this discussion where we would try
to examine the characteristics of FKerala™s modern urban system.
In chapter V, we would probe into the details of Keréla’s
differential wban performance and suggest explanations. Chapter

VI would give a summary of main findings.



i.

Notes

For a discussion on surplus labour see Arthur Lewis (1954,

19238), M.P. Todareo (17269) etc. '

An excellent review of the rural—urban continuum debate 1s
provided in Mcgee (1971).

See Losch (19234)

For example see Relsman (1964)

See Rakesh Mohan and Panth (1982)

There willbe a heavy concentration of population and urban
economic activities in these cities leading to imbalances in
Lhe epalial system of the commtery concerned. Many of the
Lhird world countries are chear acterised by the pre-eminance

of such a dominent node.

Orgins and causes of settlements types in Kerala are discussed
in Beorge Kurien, ¢1723%) V.E.J. Menon {(1953) etc.



Chapter II

GENESIS OF URBAN SETTLEMENTS : AN OVERVIEW

2.8. Introduction

The study D@{he historical processes which generated wurban
forms in Kerala is the abject of our present enquiry. As far as
the ancient period (c.3@0@ B.C to 60@ A.D) and the medieval period
(6B A.D to 15388 H.D) are concerned any attesmpt at schemaltic
exposition of the relationship between social processes and
spatial forms poses several problems. Thigs is mainly due to a
dearth of evidence to codify and conceptualiise early urban
evolution. The available evidences are a few Roman and Greek
coins found in different parils of present day Herala‘(which
belongs to the periads of Augustus, Tiberius, Gaueé and
Claduis),Tamil literary texts of the sangan Agel! L,  some
inscription, the travalogues of foreign visitors during that
period, and s0me archeological evidences. Traditional
historians®, on the basis of these signifiers have tried at
length to describe the genesis and growth of wrban centers in
early REerala. But the study of early wban forms becomes highly
problematic given the looseness of these signifiers in terms of
interpretation. 1t emerges that at the outset one has to came to
tTerme with Lhe poser of how  we ban forms cousld have emariabad o
ancient kerala. One has to elucidate the specific meaning of
these Signifiés and criticize the commonsense notions which
encumber the ~ process af codifying, conceptualising and

12



formulating a historical construct. An understanding of the
relationship  between Spciety and its spatial imprint would
ip5q%acto reveal to us how some misconceptlions were parachuted
into the question of early spatial formation. A close and
careful rereading of the available evidences™ suggests that
traditional historians to a certain extend had misinterpreted

these signifiers.

The working Frame work within which the histories of
didtferent regromns in India are localted i1s found to be of no use
1 o uaﬁe; The ftrame work postulated is commonly used to
speculate a chronological span compressing the complex processes
of the histories of different regioés into an all—-India spectrum
and to examine them on the basis of whether one particular phase
is observable in a particular region or not as 1f the regions did
not have definilte individual existence. Owe approach is just the
oppos=ite, we focus on history at a regional level and try to
identify the internal and external factors which could have
generated wban forms 1in different time brackets. Adequate
allcowarnce is also made to the fact that any time brackets such as
ancient, medieval, modern elc. serves only as sensitisizing
devices by which the different phases of urban evolution couid be
distinguished and over all patterns discerned. Eeyond that these
cihvranological Jlimits become irrelevant and the task 1s to
construct veal histur ie. based i concretke vegional evidences.

This chapter is essentially an attempt to criticise the
distorted representation of Kerala’s early wban history on the
ane hand  and to provide an interpretative framework within which

the process of modern wbanisation could be conceptualised.
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2.1 Early Urban Settlements

The earliest concentrated settlements w;th urban
characteristics might have emerged either as a result of inter—
thinai?® exchanges or external trade. Between Z@0@ BC and 200 AD,
Malabar was the premier entrepot of Roman trade in the east
{Thomas, 1932:23@). Roman and Greek connections and inter thinai
relations produced certain trade enclaves along the coastal line
and in the mid land. FPliny® s "Natural History and "FPeriplus
Maris Aerithrae"” by an anonymous auvthor gives a fairly detailed
account of  the differenltl trade cenbres in Malabear belween 200 BC
and Z@@ AD. Ptolemy’™s "Beography" (150 A.D) is ancother souwrce of
information. Huzf;i% is perhaps thé most important ancient port
mentioned by these authors. Te the north of Muziris, according

ot

ta Ftolemy, were Nawa and Tyndis. Saome inland towns such as
Moroulla, Eouba and Faloura are also mentioned. To the south of
Musiris the major urban  trade centres were Barake and Melcynda.
Fassage,Mastanour, Kourellow Founnata, Aloe, Karouwra, Arembour,
HBidiris, Fatipolis, Adarima and Koeour are some of the inland
towns identified by Ftolemy between the rivers Periyar and Baris.

Location of these towns on the basis of S3tadia measurement™
and identification of these namés with some close sounding place

names of present da? Ferala, for examples BRareka and Forakadu,
Aloe as Alwave etc. are rather unwarrented. Figure 2.1 1s a
glarfnq eXampr e oF wach o mAmLuhQ; Ihe  basic asusmption (whoh
is infact dinvalid on geographical arounds) behind this vagque
speculation is that the coastal line in Eerala has continued

unaltered through out history.

The nexlt dguestion is how far one can designate urban

14
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was invited to settle down there (M.B.S. Narayan, 1972).
Fragmentafy evidences would suggest that_ this emerged as a
chinese colony. Towards the end of the midieval period Calicut
energed as a major trading Centre. The position of Calicul at
the time of the arrival of the portuguese was that of a

lowishing port. 6Gbduw-Rezzak noted in 14435 that Calicut was a
flowishing port where merchants {from every city and every
country came together. He had also noted the abundance of
precious articles which where brought from other parts of the
world™. Considered Quilan as one of the finestt cities in Malabar
wii th magniticent marlkels and very weal thy mer chants.
Descriptions of these travallers sugoests beyond doubt that trade
carried out in these” centres were ﬁgt mainly by the natives but
by foreign merchants. Merchants from elsewhere were simply

making use of the natural harbouring facilities in these places.

2.2 lEeyrala and the World System

The political and social conditions of Malbar at the end
af the 153th century 1mmediately before the arrival of the
portuguese in 1498 presents some striking features'?. There was
nothing in the nature of royal power and the whole land was
divided into a number of petty principalitiés. Technelogical
backwardness which was a characteristic featuwre of Malabar
agrircul ture continued unimpaired even during this period**. With

Lhe vise wut the I‘jovl.&qg\u.n,n,r Fliear o was: O dl' VeVS 1 Wil tr Qudey droun

Calicut to Cochin and Goa which wealkened the hold of the
Zamorins. Fortuguese factories were built at Cochin, Guilon and
Cannanore. They also buillt fortresses at Thankaasefi, Cranganore
and Beypore, Following the portuguese the Dutch also built up a

1/



lucrative commerce along the FKerala Coast. Ashin Das Gupta
(1267) gives a fairly good account of the nature of dutch Lrade
along the Malabar coast( see also Schenk, 1986). But a real
turning point in the wrban history of the region is  the arrival
of the &ritish East India company. British by degrees got
possession of all Dutch factories and emerged as  the undisputed
masters of the Malabar Ultrade. The most cunQeniently placed
villages began to grow int towns because they were administrative
centres from which the district officers of the company and later
the British government could tow and supervise the country
ek Clia v = Sl 1 touwnes also  sprang ap around contonmenls and as
trade developed leading to functional specialisation and links
betwesn villages, wbanism began to get imbricated into different
parts of the reginn. ?t must be noted that till the second hal+f
uf the 1%th centry there was hardly any systematic increase in
the number of towns or increase in the size of already existed
Pradingg cenbr e, The Table 2.1 shows Lhe  percenlage of wrban
popnlation to total population in FHerala and average size of a

town in 1881, 1391 and 1281.

Tabhle 2.1
Inderx of Urbanisation 1881-19@1.

Year Urban Population (4) Average size of a town
1881 b. b6 16882
IREAFS! el arax
1201 /el L1274

Sowrce : LCensus of India 17901.

It can seen that though the percentage of urban population showed
a decline in 1891, the average size of a town increased

18



consistentiy overtime. But the interregional differences in the
level of wrbanisation is worlth discussing. The three regions in
Kerala, Travancore, Cochin and Malabar performed differently
duwring the period. Table 2.2 reveals that Travancore had 1laaged
behind the other two regions 1in  terms of the degree of

wrbanisation through out the four decades.

Table 2.2: Level of urbanisation 1881-1211

Year Travancore Cochin Mal abar
T A4 .4 7.7
1891 Db 1.2 7.4
1981 e 2 18.8 - 7.9

Souwrce: Census of India, 19201
v

Expansioan of cultivation, devel opment Df transport
facilities. population graowth etc. are some of the factors which
actuated the process of wbanispation in Kerala in the latter
hal € oflthe 19th century. Till the beginning of the 19th century,
attention was concentrated on the cultivation of staple food
items like paddy, tapioca, coconut etc. Ryaots grew pepper on
limited scale and hill tribes collected wild cardamoms only as
plantation products. The investment of British capital and
efforts of christian missionaries, initiated the process of
commercialised agriculture. Waste lands were cleared and in
SWAampy a;eas reclamation schemes were worked out. Food crops
Vike padddy, tapioca coconut ebte. became  commercial produacts in
addition to plantation crops like pepper, coffee, tea, rubber,
cardamom etc. WYolume of trade also increased considerably?®™.
Another major development was the 'spectacular increase in
population in the second half of Lhe 19th centuwy. This also
might have contributed to the expansion of cultivation. Table

1y



2.% gives the data regarding cultivated area and population in

Malabar and Travancore. It can be seen that the rate of

Table 2.3

Fopulation arowth and expansion of cultivation.

Cultivated Total Average per Geometric rate
Year area in population annuwn Increase of growth of
in cultivation population
area

(1) Malabar

1826 81,128 927,785 - -
1881 1,146,944 2,365,035 1.76% ) 1.45 1.634 ) 1.15%
Lttt L 296862 2,015,119 R.4Z% ) @B.yLriL )

{(i1) Travancaore ,
182@ 7R2,560 206,387 - -
18831 -~ 2,481,158 - } 1.95% 1.11%4 ) 1.14%
1911 1,942,880=% 3,428,975 - ) 1.20% )

Source: T.LC. Varghese (1972)

expansion of cultivation was higher in  Travancare than 1n
Malabar. T.C. Varghese (1972) altribules this to the differences
in tenurial patterns that existed 1in these two regions. The

increase in the volume of trade and increase in population led to
a rapid development of transpor facilities 1in Kerala in the
. .

latter half of the 19t century?*?®  The roads and canals were

built +trom east to west facilitating the movement of plantation

products to different parts along the coastal line. The

develaopment of the transport system 1n naorth kKerala was
. . ‘ .‘ (4

pavt iculart Y Cliar-ac Pese ool bry I hves growlbis of rax lvg\ys_; whith was

introduced for the movement of military troops into the interior.
All these suagest that colonialism had played a significant role
in  the process of uwrbanisation in Kerala. In a sense,
'urbanisatiun in Herala was a depended one like majorilty of the
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third world countries.

2.3 Summary

lirban centres began to appear in Kerala only in the post
medieval period when the economy was by degrees integrated into
the world system of modern capitalism. This earlier settlements
which were apparently wban were mere trade centres of foreign
merchants and both 1n the ancient as well as in the midieval
period there were no indigenecus dynamics of wbanisaton in
lesr-ala. This was mainly due Lo bthe lack of the development of
the pre-reguisites of urban growlh such as political power and
technological improvements. It was the colonial initiative for a
aystematic trade and '‘political sovereigniey that +finally led to
the emanation of wrban Forms in this region. It will be
interesting at this Juncture ta understand the various
dimensions of  Lhis  depended  wrbandsation in the 20th centuwry.
Next Chapler is an attempt.to understand the patterns and process

of urbanisation in Kerala since 1901.
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1. There 1s hardly any consensus among historians regarding the
period of Sangam literay texts, Speculating a timebracket
fram I80 BC to 4080 AD would be in order.

~3

2. For example See Kunjan Fillai P.N. Elankulam (1979) where
he discusses the glory of ancient cities in Kerala.

3. This tlrend in KHerala history could be seen in M.G.S. Narayan
(1977) Balakrishnan F.K. (1983) Rajan Gurukikal (1987) etc.

4. In the sangam literary texts, the region is divided into five

Linnaisi.  They are kurindi. Falai. Mallai, HMarudam, and
Neybiaal . Feople living nodatferenlt Lhinas s performed
different economic functions. For example the people living
in Meythal land will produce salt and catch fish. FPaddy
cultivation was the occupation of the people living in
Marudam and Mullad etc. For a discussion on inter thipai
exchanges See J.V. Chelliah (19672).

. One stadia is 183.48B metres.

b. For a detailed discussion of this aspect see Balakrishnan P.E.
(1987 and Rajan Gurukkal (1987).

7. A systematic critique of child*s formulation is provided 1in
Thakkur, V.E.{(1931).

8. Rajan Burukkal (1987) has explained the nature of producption
and distribution system as it existed in ancient Kerala.

Z. Calicut emerged as a prominent trading centre by a mighty
upheaval of Asian trade in the middie of the 13th century.
For details See BGupta, Ashin Das (1947)

10.Fanikikar, .M. (1929) discusses at length the political
scenerio of Kerala during that period.

LELTr avad lor s Like W bosa had sugygetaled Lthal even Lhe uawe ot
animal motive power was absent in Eerala at that period.
See Gibb, H.A.R. (1976) :

1Z2.8imilar processes are observed in other parts of the world

22



also. See for example, Feil, M and Sada, F(1984,18).

13, The nature of these economic processes in Travancore has
been analysed in detail by Nadar, Mahadevan (198@)

14.The development of modern transport began in Kerala anly
in the second half of the 19th century though the first
land routes were built duwring 1774617923, For a discussion
on the history of +transport development in Kerala See
Ibrahim(19278). '




Chapter II1

THE URBAN QUESTION SINCE 1981

5.0 Intrqductian

Large scale urban protrusion characterised by the
proliferation of concentrated settlements ' with diversitied
econcinic activities gathered momentum around the beginning of the
20th century. The patterns and processes of this phenomenon
appears +o he  divbinclly  differeal Froaoun ol her rww;unm orf e
world which shared a common heritage of the Jjuxtaposition of the

celonial capital on indigeneous subsistence economy.
"

Studies aon the wrban question in Eerala are rather scarce
(1) and this necessitates an original enguiry into the process of
spatial formation 1in the state. We would foocuss only on certain
Ley aopuchs whioch wme teel are tundamenlal Lo Lhe ander standing of
the relationship between spatial forms and social processes.
Z.1 Record of urbanrisation since 17@81.

Ferala has  had a relatively slow but consistent growth in
its urban population (See Table Z.1). From 7.11 per cent in 19@1
lhe degree af whbanisation {the percentage of population living
Cin urban  areas as defined in the census) has increased to 18.78
per cent in 1981, But a cursory glance at  the Table 3.1 would

revieal bhal Ferala has been itnvariably ltaagging behiind the

~
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Table 3Z.1: Growth of wban population in Kerala and India,

12@01-1981
Kerala India
Daegree Annual Urban Degre Annual Urban
of wba— growth Rural of w— growth Rural
nisation rate of Growth bani-— rate aof growth
wrban Differ sation wban differen—
popula- ential popul a— tial
Year tion tion
19@1 7.11 - - 11.@ - -
1211 7 .34 1.54 @.37 1A.4 @.@ .61
1921 g.73 2.98 2.23 R 0.79 .97
LU PO - A o ae Lata i L. 77 . us
19241 12,834 2.05 1.6 14.1 2.82 1.71
1951 1%.48 D27 3,35 17.6 S.52 2.70
1961 15.11 .99 1.75 18.3 2.34 v.46
1971 16.24 3.5 1.11 28.2 I.28 i.2
1981 i8.78 3.7 2.20 23,7 5.84 2.11

Source: Census of India, 17281 .
Note : The figures for India exclude Assam
and Jammue il Kashmir
corresponding all—-India figures through out the eight decades.
Despite the recent acceleration 1in the pace of urbanisation in
Ferala, especially in the last two decades, it is one of the
lowest in  India. Ferala ranks only thirteenth among Indian

states in the level of urbanisation (See Table Z.2)

The different indices of urbanisaltion given in Table 3.1
vwhicate PFhat  Chough the  aonual rate  of  qrowtn of  urban

population is higher in Kerala than all—India, the pace of



Tabie 3.2: Comparative figures for the level of

urbanisation 1981

State Degree of urbanisation
1.Maharashtra IH.03
Z. Tamil Nadu 32.98
Z.Bujarat 1.08
4. kKarnataka _ 29.91
S.Funjab 27.72
ét.West Bengal 26.49
7. Manipur 26.44
8. Andhra Fradesh 23,25
P.Haryana 21.96
1@. Jamma & Kashmir 21.00

LloKKayawsthan d" T ARY
1Z2.Madhya FPradesh 208.31
iZ.Kerala ’ 18.78
14.Meghalaya ‘ 18.803
15.Uttar Pradesh - C18.e1
146.51kkim 16.23
17.Nagal and ' 15.54
18. Bihar 12.46
12.0rissa 11.82
20. Tripura ) 19.28
21 .Himachal Pradesh T.72

Souwrce:s Census of India, 1981

wrabnisation has not experienced any secular acceleration since
the turn of the century. From 1781 to 1931, what we discern is
an acceleratinn_ in the rate of whanisation where as it
decelerated in the following decade. An unprecedented speed 1s
experienced in the decade’ 12411931 +followed by a sharp
deceleration in the subsequent decades (2). The latest picture
is. one of acceleration again.

The uwrban—rural growtﬁ differential (the difference
between the annual rate of growth of ruwal population and urban

population, {(hereafter URGD) shows that for KHerala, the pace of



wrbanisation was higher only during the 1941-51 decade only in
the last two decades we find a convergence in the ‘Utrrends in URGD
for Kerala and India. The wvartations in URBD are likely to be
the result of the variations in the rate of growth of rural
population. Thus URGD becomes highly sensitive to the emergence
of new wban units anq declassification of urban units as rural

(Nagaraj, 198%0.

Table 3Z.3: Co-efficient of variation for agup and wgd 179901-1981

Nnnual growth Ur-beay Rural
rate of wban growth diff-
India/States population (%) erential
Kerala " 29 47
Tamil MNadu 41 49
Farnataka o5 8=
Andhra Pradesh 7@ 128

Source: Census of India, 19281

Table .35 gives the co-efficient of variation for annual

rate of growth of uwrban quulatiQn and URGD for Eerala. Tamil
Nadu, lKarnataka., ~Andhra Fradesh and India. In both cases the
figure for Kerala are the lowest. Figure 3.1 also indicates that
Kerala s uwrban growth path is characterised by lesser
fluctuations compared toc the experience of other South Indian
Gl abes.
.2 Distribution of wban population by districts

A cursory exploration into the district wise distribution
of wrban population would reveal that & major proportion of urban
population is concentrated in coastal districts like Cannanaore,
FKozhi kode, Ernakulam, Alleppey, Builon and Teivandrum (See Table

Y
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Z.4). | Ernakulam stands out as having the largest propurtion of

Swrbon population in 1981 (21.027). AL the other extreme is

Idduki with 8.94 per cent. It can be observed that the
significance of Alleppey, FKoxhikode, Kottayvam, Trivandrum and

Falghat have been declining overtime. Cannanore and Trichur with

an addition of 18 new urban units in  each, show an increase in

their share of urban population. It seems that the under—
developed districts like Malappuram and Idduki are slowly picking

L .

iboation of wban settlements by districts

All @ excepl one Jdisbtrict (Waynad) in  Kerala had urban
settlements in 19781, It can be seen +from Table 3.5 that the
distribution of towns and Citie; over space has never been
uniform since 19@1. It is interesting to note that 1in 1981
though Cannanore and Trichwr contributes only 24.5 per cent of
Fhe total arban population, wore bthan 48 per cent of  Lhe total
urban units are located in these two districts together. This is
due to the emergence of é large number of small towns in these
districts in the 1981 census. In the case of districts like
Kozhikode, Falghat, Fottayama, Alleppey, Guilon and Trivandrum.
We have already noticed that there is a decline in their share of
wban population to state’s urban population {(Table =.4). This
is duely reflected in the figures for the share of urban
settiements also. Table 3.3 also reveals the patwe of the
tempowa‘ fVOh&FOVmatiun in Ehoe order{ng of gpace in Keralo Since
1281.

Z.4 The dearee of wrbanisation by districts
The degree of urbanisation for Eerala is 18.78 per cent in

1981. Bul a disaggragated analysis at the district level reveals



Table 3.4: Distribution of population (urban) by districts (percent) 1901-1981

Year

District '

1901 1911 n1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 - 1981
Cannanore 12.25 12.67 9.19 8.05 © 6.90 6.82 1175 9.37 13.74
Kozhikode 19.42 17.07 13.53 12.06 13465 12.50 14.86 16,20 12.79
Malappuram 2.32 4.27 316 2.78 3453 3449 2.97 3.60 3473
Palghat 12. 12.20 10.04 8.02 8.32 8.04 8.83 6.18 4.33
Trichur 6.87 774 759 9.65 10,01 8.10 727 Te2% 10,79
Exnakulam 16.32 16465 14.17 16.43 15.88 14435 . 15.48 18,35 21.02
Tdukki - - - 0.%8 0.35 0.58 - 0.73 0.94
Kottayam 7 .00 6.17 8.35 8.54 7.88 8.40 6.48 6.02 3.35
Quilon 3.45 3459 6.07 6.32 6.67 7.86 5.65 548 7.76
Trivandrum 12.73 12.12 14.97 14.60 14.89 16.82 1756 1649 13.94
A1l 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00 - 100,00 100,00 100,00

Note: Wynad District is completely ruml

Source: Census of India, 1981




~ Table 3.5t Distribution of urban settlements by Districts (percent) 1901-1981

: Year

District 1901 191 1921 3 1931 1941 1951 1961 - 1971 1981
Cannanore ' "~ 952 11.11. 6.82 566 4.83 4.26 19457 © 1477 24.53
Kozhikode T 9052 7.41 4.55 - 377 6445 4.26 14.13 11.36 5466
Falappuran 4.76 Te41 4.55 3¢TT 6.45 4.26 5.43 5.68 3.T7
Palghat 14.29 14.81. 6.82 5.66 9.68 9.58 6.52 " 6482 3TT
Prichur 14029 11.11 9009 110? 12090 10064 7.61 10,22 23.59
Ernakulam 19.05 2 .22 15.91 16,98 14.52 13,82 13,04 12,50 15.09
Idduki - - - - - ‘ ' 189 1 061 4026 - 2 021 1 089
2uilon 4.76 2.70 9.09 9.43 8.07 9.58 3426 4.55 5467
Frivandrum 4.76 3470 15.91 15.09 12,90 19.15 14.13 11.36 567
A1l 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100.00 100.00 100,00 100,00 100,00

Notes Wayamd district is compMlely rural

Source: Census of India 1981



Table 3.63 Degree of Urbanisation by Districts

1901 ° 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981
Cannanore T3 8.18 T+49 7.65 760 9.46 1776 14.53 23.39
Kozhikode 14.47 13.68 13.59 -T.65 18.30 20.44 27.04 30.83 27.18
Malappuram 155 3,00 2.82 13.87 4432 554 5+48 6.73 7«40
Palghat 7.66 7 .81 8.00 2.91 9.70 12.09 10.87 12.70 10.11
Trichur 457 5428 6435 7.81 10.37 11.70 11.00 11.74 21.10
Ernakulam 11.48 11.88 12.22 8.90 16.19 18.79 23.27 29.40 39.56
Idukki - - - 1.84 1.71 3622 - 3429 4.60
Kottayams 706 6.64 9.71 10.10 8.93 13.54 12.60 13.57 9.37
Alleppey 4.60 5.16 971 10.71 11.20 15.02 15.94 16,92 15.90
Quilon 3.00 3.13 5078 6033 7000 9.70 8.0 3.93 15.75
State 711 T34 8473 9.64 10.84 + 13448 15411 16424 18.78

Source s Census of India 1981



that there i1s marked variation from this mean (See Table 3.6)

I 1901, the districts that showed a level of wbanisation
above tihie state average were Cannanore, Kozhi kode, Falghat,
Ernakulam and Trivandrum. In 1981, all these districts except
Falghat still exceeds the state™s average i.e. 18.78 per cent.
The degree of urbanisation in Trichw in 1981 has come above the
state’™s average (Z21.18 per cent). The most wrbanised districts
are lacated alaong the coastal plane. The least urbanised
districts are obviocusly 1n the bigh 1land.

* The lasl decade is characterised by a spectacular 1ncrease
1n bthe degree of urbanisation in Canmanore,richuer and Ervakul am.
In Cannanoare, the increase was from 14.53% per cent to 23039,
inTrichur from 11.74 fer cent to 21.i@ per cent and in Ernakulam
fram 29.4 per cent to 3%.546 per cent. It may also be interesting
to nete that the two highly urbanised districts,  — kozbikode and
bervanudr vy - showedd a slightl decline in thelr wrbandaabion Tevely

during the last decade.

{

| g

Z.9 Spatial dispersion of towns

It has alvready been noted that the degre of urbanisation
in Kerala 1is very low (18.78 per cenl). Bult the two on density
(number of towns per 1882 sg.km.) is relatively very high. Table
3.7 shows the figures for lown density in the four South Indian
states and all-India for the years 1961, 1971 and 1981. It can

be seen that only Andhra Pradesh is strikingly similar to the

al b o prac Lo s Nt DA par e nig l Yy leger iad aa [ Wi U b haesr
extreme. Higher town density is an indication of the better
diffusion of towns and also uwurban featwes over space. The

picture of towns density across different size classes would be



Table 3.7: Mumber of towns per 1800 ko= 1941 ~1981

India/ Year

State 1961 1971 1981
Ferala 2. 367 2.264 2.72
Tamil MNadu . 1.99%9 1.845 1.884
Farnataka 1.111 1.184 1.35304
Andhra Pradesh B.771 n.74%9 Qa.8o1
India @.70% A.774 @.987

o cerr Cleneoes aof Lodoen, T2

of much interest. Table Z.8 agives the humber of towns in each

S size class and town density for thé yvears 1981, 1971 and 19281.
It shows that the ocrowd of medium towns in Eerala accounts for
its higher town density.

High  town  denciby  in aboedlf doe) ot precbode Dhe
possibility for the emergence of new towns. The majority of
towns are now clustered in the coastal low @and. Ancther set of
towns have emerged in the mid land along main-central road in
Trivandrum—Fottayam stretch. Of the &6 class I towns, & are on
the coastal strip. Towns in the high land region inciuding the

remaining class I town are in the FPalghat gap.

S



Table Z.8: Nowmber of btowns and Ltown Densily across size clasy

1261-1281

Mumber of Towns Town Density
Size e e e e
Class 19261 1971 1291 19461 1971 19381
I 4 S & @.143 @.122 @a.154
I1 = , 7 8 a.129 @a.18@ N.206
I11 31 4@ G4 @.798 1.029 1.847
v K% 25 21 B.849 a.64% 0.548
v 18 S B.4563 ‘B.2E2 @.154
Vi 7 2 1 0n.n2éa @.151 B.026

Source: Census of India, 1981

wn

I+ we draw 20 and 3@ kilometre distanée'zanes around
class I and class 11 towns (See figure 3.2) it can be seen that
the major part of the stabte in low and mid land is well covered.
1L vcewrs thalt 72 per cent of the lowns are located wilhon Lhe 20
Eilometre zone parellel to the coast iine.

S.bs Gruwtﬁ of towns

To study the rate of growth of towns belionging to
different size classes two methods are usually adoapted: {i} the
instantanecus  method and (1172 the continuous method. In the
first method tabulations are based on sizce classes without making
allowance to the fact that the nunber of towns in each size class
may change between censuses. In thé second method in order to
caluuwlale the growth raltes tor towns belongiing tou didterent sice
classes, the same set of wban units are considered. This gives

a precise record of the growth performance of different towns

=1



-,

k)

\8 i CENTRES
198l

‘Fio3.2
J INTERACTION ZONE OF
de CLASS I8 11 URBAN

Kascragod ?
-\ . .
[T 0 10 20 30Kms 76,
o] 'lp . . .
N2 | A
. pE
Kabiosser] \‘L
CANNANORE ) \’
. . I 1
Sy TELLICHERY, \
. \‘\r-—~
= 7 B
BADAGARA = o &
=7 "\
=
. . l'
l* . . . B ,'..—}“‘.‘-J__,.? P
-~ KozZHwopE M, (o g .
. Beypore - 1
Ponnani

L T
X = =00 ———— L i
\ ~Kodungailur = )
. .
{ & Angomaly f
i . * bavur
cocin giff | Parum < .
' . oKo!homo’nqclamﬂ\'\__~r-<~{'--~\) .
@ Myvattupuzha B )‘
s

ALLEPPEY ﬁ

OUILGIQ

Varxkalial

B 30t zokm -

Ny

R y . .
2T - . . ¢
R I i - ) ‘
/. ‘ *
lo

wl " I_,,
| i
7 )
.. '\....'v’
o Pathanomthifte (‘
e P
/’ ol
INDEX .
u Classland 1l Towns |78
e Class i Town
o Gloss IV Town
o  Class V/Town
- [ 9te20 kms

-




across size classes (3).

Table 3.9 gives the growth rates for towns in different
size classes for the perlod 1961-1981  calcuwlated uwsing the
continucous method. It can be seen that except for class 111
Table Z.%: Grwoth rate for towns belonging to different

slize classes in 19461

Decadal Growth rates
Silze Class — e e e e e e e e e e e e e —

1261-1971 1971-1981
16.22
1 .99
11 1o 24
v 24,006

Source: Census of India, 1981
towns, there are wide-variations in fhe growth performance of
tawns. Class III towns show a remarkable degree of consistency
in their growth. Class IV towns also show a comparatively lnwef
varidaltton.  Dat bigger tawns are waver ing too mach in thewr
Growth performance. The sluagishness of class 11 towns in the
second decade is indeed striking. Invariably for towns 1n all

size classes, the growth rate has come down in 1971--8B1 decade.

3.7 Migration streams and wban growth

Analysis of migration statistics is of vital significance
in the study of urbanisation. Conventionally, it is argued that
certain "pull factors" operate in the uwrban areas which attract
peoprl@ 11 ks wiral  Cinunilry Side  aed bhue contyibubte to urban
growth, suburbanisation etc. Along with this, there could be
same "push factors" in the rural areas which force people to gquit
village life and migrate to cities. The major streams of
sigration are %i) rural to rural (11) ruwal to urban {(11i1) urban
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forural and (iv) uwrban to urban. Table 3.180 gives a picture oaf

Lhese migration streams. It can be seen that migrants are

Table 3.10: Fercent distribution of Intra state Lifetime
Migrants in Kerala in 1961 and 1971

Migration stream 19461 1971
Rural -Ruwal 78.56 75.9
Urban—Ruwal &.1 8.7
Rural-thban 18.9 11.7
Urban — Urban 2 3.7
Total 100, @& 10@. 0

Souwrce: Census of India (Migration Tables) 1961, 1971

heavily concentrated “in the rural tD- rural stream (4). But it
must alsoc be noted that the 1971_Censu5 shows a decline in the
percentage share of rural to ruwal migrants compared to 1941
s . AL Bl weine Lome Lhie share of uwrban Lo rural migr ants
has increased over time (from 6.i per cent to 8.7). The secund
important stream is however the rural to wban stream. It shows
a very marginal increase from 18.9 in the 196) census to 11.7 in
1971, The figwes for wban to wban migration seems to be guite
insignificant.

Incidentally, the majority of the immigrants to Herala are

to rural areas (See Table 3.11) Bub it seems Lhat overtime, as



Table Z.11: Fercentage distribution of Life time in migrants from
outside the state classified by place of Residence at
Lthe place of Enumeration — 1961 and 1971

Flace of 1941 1971

Enumeration Fersons Male Female Persons Male Female
Rural 3.7 72.4 75.6 &9.2 HB.2 7.3
Ur-ban 26.1 27.6 24.4 >@a.8 3l.6 29.7

Total 108.6 108.0 188.8 1ga.8 100.6 100.0

Source: Census of India (Migration tables 1961, 1971

the level of wbanisation increases, the inmmigration stiream
would direct i1tselt to the wrban areas at the data suggests.

At this juncture, a close locgk at the volume of ruwal to
urbany migration in Kerala would Le 1o order. i conbrabubzon of
rural to urban migrants to the wrban population of Eerala is 15.5°
per cent (See‘Table F.i2).  The samé for all India 1s 21 per cent
{(Singh, J.F, 198&4:93). Table 3.12 also illustrates that at the
district level as well as at State level, the majority of the
rural migrants in wban areas are from wilthin the stalw.

9

Table Z.12: Percentage of Ruwral-urban migrants to the total
urbarn population by Districts, 1971

Migrants from

District Within State (Outside étate Total
Cannanore 25.9 1.@ 7.7
Kozhi kode 11.4 @4 11.8
Malappuram 12. B.3> 12.7
Falghat 19. 4 1.1 26.5
Te v e hwar 20.0 .3 21.1
Evnakulam 1.4 ./ 1.7
Fotbtay:zun 2000 1.4 2.6
Hlleppey 143 @.5 id.64
Builion S.2 1.3 16.5
Trivandiruin 2.2 2.4 14. 56
Total 14. 4 R, 15.5

Sowrce: Census of India, 1971 (Migration tables)
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rural migrants in wban areas are from within the State Kerala®s
urban population contains only less than one per cent of
ropulation from rural areas cof other states. The proportion of
rural migrants in wban population is highest in Cannanore (2646
per cent) and lowest in Fozhikode (11 per centd.
3.8 Camponents of whanisation

Urbanisation has two positive components and one negative
component {(Nagaraj, 198%5). They are (i) the net addition to the
population of already existing tnwnsrwhcih continue to be towns
elther due to Limigration o natwal increase in population {(we
Lealt L tncremental cunpup@nl) (1ia) tnurEase i ur ban
population due to the emergence of new towns (we call this
Exteésiunal component) and (111D decrease in urban population due
to declassification erstwhile wban areas as rural (we call this

decremental component). Table 30135 shows the comparative figures

Tablie Z.13%: Components of urbanisation in Ferala and Tamil
Nadw, 19246119281

Components of Kerrala Tamil Nadu
wbkanisation 1261-1971 1971-1981 1961-1971 1971-1781
I Incremental 26.3 27.00 5,07 26.17

Compaonent (73) (71.8) (21.23) (?4.18)
II Extensional 23.3 22. 60 7.78 2.50
component (&H2) {(98.9) (20.23) (2.@1)
111 Declassificatory —13 -11 —d., 4@ —-a.8%
companent (—34) (3@ (—11.44) (~%.19)
total 36 (10w Jgcium 320.44 100 2778108

Source: Census of India, 1971, 1981.

Note: Figures in brackets are corresponding percentages

o
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for the components of urbanisation in Kerala and Tamil Nadu.
It can be seen that in the case of Kerala both the extensional

and the decremental components have played a very significant

role compared to other states.

AL 2. Summary

process  of whanisation in Kerala is distinctly

ditferent from other parts of India. The major differences are
(i) the urban growth path shows a lesser degree of fluctuation
(11} very high spatial di ‘;‘ipﬁ‘l"“i;i ion of  towns (ii1) slower rate of
gr owlbh of towns over Loz (av) insignifticanlt role of ruaral to
wrbran migration in over all growth of wrban population (v) higher
proportion of extensional  and décremental components in total
wrban growth eto. The causative facltors for this differential
performance are many. BRefore discussing these in detail we would

Pobie o praviode a unap shiolU of thee e by oy bom a1 L omer ges in

Modorn Herala.



Notes

1. There are two studies which attempt at a comparison of urbani-
saltion patterns in Herala and Tamil Nadu, Sankran Naravanan
(1977 and C.M> Abraham (1983). VY.6. Janaki {1934) made study
on functional classification of wiban settlements in Herala.
But 1t was mainly based on 19241 census. Another study
furthcoming is on the state of wbanisation 1in EKerala by
Srikumar Chaopadhyay of Centre for Earth Srience Studies,
Tr it vandrum.

2. The tirsl post colonial census was i 1900 and thes was

conducted with more rigouwr leading to lesser undercounting
than previous CENSUusSes. In 12461, however there were some
major definitional changes as to.designate are area as
urban resulting i the declassification of many of the
erstwhiie wrban areas as rural

2. For a discussion of the relative merits and demerits of
these methods see Rakesh FMohan and Panth (1982).

Ao T ol Loovwr ol whgeab oo vu the domroent Gl cam v many
Indian states. In terms of volume this stream seems to
be smaller in Kerala compared to other states. For
example in Hihar it is 8& per cent and in West Hengal
it 1s 81 per cent accarding to 1971 census (See J.F.
Sinoh, 198&8).



Chapter 1V

THE MODERN URBAN SYSTEM

4.8. Introduction

Conventinnally' an urban system would mean the set of
cities and towns in a region or nation and its attiributes. But
it has been rightly pointed out that the wban 5y5tém5 are inore
caomplex mechanisms characlerised by Lhie inter-—-dependency of wban
units and their interaction with the rwal hinterland. This
complexity is the recdgnition that .urban systems are social
systemns rather than simply mechanical or natural systems. Nor
are they strictly economic or political systems. As social
Syshems, an wrban syslem counld be anberently comples, highly
unstable and continually evolving in response to influences from
outside. And also such system might exhibit an inpressive
internal capacity for self regulaton through mechanisms that
could dictate their form and evolution (1). In this chapter we
would like to understand the basic Ffeatwes of kEerala®s wrban
system in terms of its hierarchical fabrication, functional

structwe, stability etc.

4.1 Breiculation ot the systen

As we have seen in the last chapter majority of the towns
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in Kerala are along the coastal line. Initially there were {few

Table 4.1: Road and Kail Densily in Travancore-Cochin and
Malabar (in miles per 108 square miles of Area)

Travancore Cochin Mal abar

Year Raad Rail Foad Rail Road Rail
170081 0.5 - 2.0 - 0.0 1.7a
128586 4= @.2a 2.8 .32 31.8 2.26
i9ia-11 44 @ @.20 4.0 S3.52 2.0 Z2.28
19215-16 45.0 @.90 I5.8 Z.32 1.8 2.2
1920-21 51.9 1.352 368 Z.32 31.@ 2.26
192526 54080 1.52 6.8 ELE2 31.@ 2.26
19230-31 S7.4 1.54 9.4 3.3E2 22.0 >.87
1932-36 LB 8 1.54 9.0 .82 NA Sl 45
194941 2.4 v 1.5 4.9 .82 NA I.45
1245 - 46 Y] 1.%q 45.0 [ (N4 Sl

Note: Figures of road density relating to Malabar
for the years 1900-91, 19905-04 and 121D-11
actually relate to 1201-02, 19206-87 and 1911-12
respectively.

Source: Ibrahim P (1278)

Lendioo Delbwern Lhese Lowns., Thay swr vied as galeway calies Tl
af international trade by colonialists. But with the development
of transport facilities these towns were by and large congrafted
into a regional urban system. There was a steady increase in the
road and rail densibty in  the state in all. the three regions:
Malabar, Cochin and Travancore since 1900 (See Table 4.1). In
the post colonial period also bthere was an  impressive Lransport
agrrowth. Now Ferala has the highest road density (242 kilometers
per 182 square kilometers of area) among Indian States. Onty
wesk - Biunigal and  Tiunil NMathan have  come e ar sy tu  lerala’s

performance (See Table 4.2). Table 4.2 shows the
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Table 4.2: Road length in different states (as on 1978-79)

Total Road Length
per lakh of popu 180 ki of area

Andhira FPradesh 287 =8
Assam @5 7
Bihar ' 126 44
Gujarat 1462 27
Haryana : 243 a7
Himachal Fradesh =81 4=
Jamnu and Kashmir @3 g
Herala 369 2352
Madhya Pradesh : 202 » 23
Maharashtira 274 R
Farnataka A7 L) oS
(rissa 457 74
"vmaciiads 280 21
Vot 0 Nad E61A 150
Rajasthan 184 18
Uttar Fradesh 178 a4}
West Bengal o 2hS . 158
61l Irndia n 245 49

Sowrce: Transport system in Ferala: BRackground paper for the
hhigh level committee on physical infrastructure and
Lranspaort, State Planning Boared, Teiavandeam, 19203,

length and density of roads in Kerala from 19251-1981. It can be

seen that historically Ferala possesses a fairly developed road

netwark. Figure 4.1 shows the structure of the transport system
in present day Keralsa. The links among - towns as  well as with

their hinterlands is very obvious.
4.2 Urban hierarchy

Usualily urban systems are characterised by the existence
of a daminant node L.e. a primate city. (5. Thig i mand fest ed
by Lhe shar e ot Lhe brggest city 1n itls total wrban population
and urpan economic activities. One  fundamental feature of
Ferala’s whban system is the conspicuouns - absence of such a

dominant node (See Table 4.4). It is seen that the degree of

A0
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: Length and Density of Roads i1in Eerala

Length of oads per

lagh of population 108 sqg.km.
19240-61 232 121
1978-71 47 . 198G
19881 271 242

Source: Transport system in KEerala: Bachground paper for the high
level c¢committee on physical infrastructure and
Transport, State Flanning Beoard, Trivandruwn 19835,
concentratiaon of population and wban activity in the biggest
city is  the lowest in EHerala compared to Calecutta, Madras and
Biubay 1 Chverrr v evmpresc Vs e by iy b, . omnengy Loy Lhie valoe of

Clazs I cities in Kerala™s wban system, we would araue that they

have become the nodes of the six uwrban sub-systemns of towns in

-~
Ferala. Figure 4.2 shows the domination of these pre-eminent
nades in their respective tributory regions. But at the same

LA WTTTE N sl he notoed thaat Fhir aver agee siveeo of Phirae oo |

cities in Kerala is less than that of all-India (Ses Table 4.9).

4.4: Fopulation and Urban activity Ratios in the
Frimate city — 197

Concentration
Ratios Madiras Bombay Calcutta Cochin
Fopulation 25.4% ZR.08 64.11 12.67

Manufacturing
other than household

Industiry 29.33 S8. 20 7952 14,52
Tirade and Commerce 20,97 49,70 78207 R & Jad
Transport, Skorage

and Communicatioan 41,32 49 .49 29081 21,12
Other services 27.93 4. 37 &8.41 19.3

Equally important is the fact that Eerala exhibits a low degree
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of concentration of population in the big cities. Table 4.6
Table 4.5: Average Size of Towns in Kerala and India, 1971

Average Size

Size class Eerala India
I 2.9%,489 4,801,524

Ix bbb, 243 bH, 7873
111 27,535 a0, HA9
v 14,825 14,068
% g,28a T D37

VI 4,586 T
Tatal 39,391 37,2493

Source: Census of India. 1271

gives the concentration of wban population in different size
classes of towns in the vear 19281 for the South | Indian states.
- .

It can be observed that the Kerala pattern 1e distinctly
different. In all the other three states we find that more than
50 per cent of  the wrban population is concentrated 1o the big
citiws.  The role of small and medium  Lowns in these states are
quite insignificant.
4.3 Functional Structure

Functional classification of teowns is an important field
in wban studies which essentially deals with the spatial
ordering in  the distribution and structure of wrban functions in
an wban system (Smith, 1969 . Unevernr economic processes of
development 1in a nation state or geographical unit result in
different patterns of wban evoluton and spatial struacturing of
Lhe weconomic base of ditterent cilies and towns. Thus, the Lowns
and cities of an urban system are made up of a series of layers
which ostensibly reflect the sgspatial imprint of developmnent

(Rerry and Horton, 197@) (4).



fAn attempt to understand the functional fabrication of the
uarban setltlements in Ferala was €f1rst made by Janaki (19%4).  The
main  obiective of this study was to examine the influence of
physical and economic factors on the funcltions of towns 1n Kerala
and of the interrelation betweenr the functions and arowbth of
towns. It was argued that the towns in FKerala originated as
fishing villages or as seats of local chiefttains as in China (5)
and many of them were faortified and garrisoned by subsequent
invaders and commerce became the most important function. fipart
from cammercial and industrial Functions three other functional
(’V‘QGPS wor o ded foeat ol Thoy ave (i) odmfnl‘sfve\tfvv towns (i)
agricultural market towns and {1iid temple Lowns. Al leppey
Mattachery, Cannanore, Ernakulam, Falghat, Cochin, Builon and
Magacoil {naow in Tamil‘ Maduw) were identified as commercial and
industrial tuwné. Trivandrum ang Calicut were serving
predommnantly administrative fucliong. Changanassery, Kotlayam
and Neyyanltinkara were identified as major agricultuwral market
towns. Varkala, Ettumanoor and Vailkom were some of the famous
temple towns, A precise gquantitative classification of towns was
not attempted due to lack of infarmation (Janaki, 19234).

We would argue that before classifying towns into

.

functional groups an enguiry into their rescource base is in

order.  Historically export of indegeneous commodities like
pepper, COLli, timber, splces etc. has been of paramount
topor tance i the economy of FKerala. This  anfaclt had fremendons

tmpact in the emanation of trade based wban centres along the
coastal plane. Hill produces were thus the primary resource base

of the lrade centres. Im the 1872 census the port towns of

Cammanore, Tellichery, Ealicut and Cochin along  with other
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minor and medium ports were ildentified as specialising in the
expaorl of various plantation as well as obther hill produces. A
preliminary analysis of the 1971 census data also revealed that
the predominance of plantation products in  the trading spectrum
of urban centres in Kerala still persit. 65 per cent of the towns
in 1971, manufactured commndities related to .plantation based
products. I 38 per cent of the towns plantation products are
the mast important commodity manufacturad. 922 per cent of the
towns import plantation based products. In 44 per cent of the
towns the major export items were plantation based products (&) .
ProcegSing  antd Feadding ackivitien boased  on Commere@iatl
agricultwre forms  and integral part of FKerala s economy. This
is natuwrally reflected in the employment pattern cbhserved in the
urban settlements., TQ; 1971 census  had classified the towns in
terala into three broad categories (1) mono—tunctional (11) bi-

funclticonal and (111 multi-functional. Tabhle 4.7 1llustrates the

Table 4.6: Share of urban population by size class of towns, 1981

Sire Fopulation concentration
Class Ferala Tamil Nadu Karnataika Andlv-a Fr adesh
I 39,484 H2. 19 580450 S55.6%
I1 1a.74 15.99 ) H. 46 16.17
II1X 2.3 12.32 17.75 20,95
v SL93 7 .48 1Z2.74 732
Vv 1.82 1.76& 2.87 _ 1.75
VI 2.9 @B.14 @#.58 @a.12

Total 108.a0 109. 00 12@.0a 100. 86

tanw cev tlemaesees gl Todde v, 1201

distribution of towns according their functional category in
different size classes. Of the 25 mono—functional towns in 1971,
13 were under primary activity (7). There were 9 towns where

4



industrial employment was the major component. In.th towns the
major share of employment was in the service activity (see also
figure 4.3). Seﬁmndary activities do not play a very signiticant
role in the wrban economy of the State (Sse Table 4.7). On the

Table 4.7: Industrial classification ot urban workforce 1971

Sector . Ferala India
Frimary 19.% 1%.8
Qecondary 22. 27.9
Teritiary =8.= S8, 35
Total iga. ae 199,06

Source: Census of India, 1971

other hand the primary sector has a greater say compered Lo the
Al Indira paobure. 1L must  alsu be nobted Lhat 1t s the agro
processing industries  that dominate the secondary sector in

FKerala. -

4.4 Stability of the system
Lo Phie sibady of webon uyolome Phe nolowmye of alabils Ly and
instability is of wvital significance. This refers tao the

proliferation and dissappearance of wrban units in a given

Table 4.8: Distribution of towns by functional cateqory 1971

Size Mana-— i Multi-—
Class functional funchtional functional Toltal
I 1 - 4 o

I1 - i S 7

111 11 4 20 I3

v 5] 4 I ]

Vv i ) P

Vi 1 1 - 2
fotal 25 14 48 ae

Source: Census of India, 1971
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geographical area. The practical value of the concept of
stability in the study of urban systems have been discussed else
vilizr & (Dee Nagray, 1945 . Since the wrban wmls are detioed in
terms of spatial concentration of population on the basis of
certain limits of dimension density and ccoupational hetrogenity,
the stability of the system constituted by .these units is
influenced by three major factors. They are prQlatiDn ar owth,
migration streams and occupational structwe. In +fact these
thrree factors are inter—related in 3 specific manner. Fopulation
growth either due to natwal increase  or wmigration cannot in
i bsal b v b e o b For e ., Oy e Lhs dbicfina boon o vw bran
area, only when the agricultuwral character of a particuler vregion
charnges 1t could be designated as wrban. FPopulation growth can
-

change the occupational ordering in a regiaon.

We have seen in the last chapter that the ?ncrease in
wban  population due Lo the emergence of new towns (i.e. the
exlensional component) and the decrease in uarban population due
to de—classification of existing towns into villages is higher in
Kerala. This points to a high degree of disorder in Kerala’s
urban system.

4.5 Summary

In this chapter we essentially lovked at the salient
features of the modern wban system in Kerala. The system as we
have seen was articualated by means of providing adequate link
between different nodes tlhwaugh a  well daoveloped transport
e bwor oo L 1w Found Lhiall Lthe hrerarchhiical structure of Lhe
system 1s characterised by the absence of a primate city as its
central node. The role of big cities in the system is also not

very signticant. | The strucluwwing of the economic base of the

A4



17

system is in such a way that +the usually held intensive
corvrelation between industrialisaton and wbanisation does not
appear Lo be valid in the case of Kerala. Instead cosmercralilsed
agriculture and trading activities seem to dominate the scene.
another significant feature of the system is its instability
tompared to other urban systems. It appears that.the patterns of
uwrbanisation that we aobserved i1 Chapter II1 fit in guite well
with ow analysis of the structure of the urban system. Mow it
s our  task to delineate the major determinants of this specific

spatial formation in Kerala.



Notes

i. For a detailed account of the argument See Hourne and Simmons
{1978)

2. A model of the development of gateway cities 1s provided in
F.J. Johnston (1982, 7@0:2)

F. This has been held as a compon feasture of all third world
urban systens. For a discussiaon of this aspect SDee Castells
{(1977), Mogee (1971) elc.

4. Smith (1265 has done a critical review of the different
methods of functional classification of towns. e have not
followed any sophilsticated guantitative methods such as
Mel sons mebthod eto. This s primarily because of Lhe fack
Phat  Thio meb o vespasd i Ehiey Tovdar oo ¢ evreanss st a s 0ot onn
arval vl oal needo.

3. This argument appears to be highly diffused. It considers
urbanisation in Kerala as a histoarical process hhaving its own
internal dynamlicos. The comparison with chinese urban process
also appears to be not much valid.

Export doss not mean export to ovtside Ferala only. This
includes transfer of products from towns to other places alsol
Sew Cenens of India 1971, Town Directory.

o

/. Placvs speciallsing an primary acbivities are alwo consider ed
as towns  if they [kad pronounced wban characteristics as

Judged by the Director of Census operatlons atier consultation
with the State Government auvthorities.

10



Chapter V

SFATIAL FORMS AND DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

e

S.80. Introduction

Froduction of spatial forms in any society is the result
of conplex mechanisms operating at several structwal levels.
These vary from region to region. In this chapter we intend to
pr@v;de a scatfold explanation for the specificities related to
the process of ~patial formation in Kiralg. To bhegio wikh et o
recapliulate the major peculiarities involved in the process.

We found that Kerala is characlerised by a very low degree of
urbanisaticy with a hi gh gpatial dispersal of towns. The level

of population concentration is only very moderate. The dispersal

of towms  appeared to be confined Lo the narvrow coastal strip.
Masiw 3 Ly it Lhe btowns are Llustered 1 Lhe low land. The deyr me

and spread of wbanlisation in the highland and  the mid land are
comparatively very low. Thie2 towns in the coastal strip infact
forms & continuous belt making  the rural wrban distinctions
almost difricult. The modern urban system as it developed in
Farala is characterised by the conspecusus absence of  a dominant

Nnode . The role played by the big cities in the wrban system is

also more ar less insignificant. The functional structuwre of the
sysbtem appears to be highly diversified. Aot her ma o Fesabore
b Lhe wboy wyslem o Lhal 1L ls highly unistable. fhe emergence

af new towns which contributes to wurban extension has plaved a
wery signiticant role in 19887 s and 19707°s. At the same btime the

degree of declassification was also very high. This indicates a

?
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high degree of disorder 1in the emerging wban system in Eerala.
The already existing towns on the other hand showed very poaoor
growlh rates.  These salient fealwes of Ferala™ s wrban evoloulion
cannot be viewaed in isglatiué. Ingtead, the intricate relations
of these speciftic patterns with Lhe historical geography of the
develaopment process must be scorutinized properly.
S.1. Dependence and spatial structure

We have seen in Chapter 2 that towns began to emerge in
Eerala as ‘a result of i1ts integration into the world system of
capitalism. In fact the influx aof British capital began entering
tnbo the regiwn Lo a considorabiba exbeod ondy dearng Bhe saecond
hald of the 192th century. British capital was mainly invested in
the plantations (7.C0. Varghese, 1972). The arsa under caéh Crop

-

cultivation increassed considerably during that period. In
Travancore, various steps such as oreation of titles to land,
changes in the systen of tasaion and mode of payment abolition of
lhiaver y, the  inlroducboon o Uhe Hangant sysbem For recrurbing
labour in the plantations, the abolition of virubhi, treatment of
waste lands, import of paddy which in e%f&ct released land and
labouwr Ffrom food orop cultivation etbtoc. were btaken under state
itnittiative to promote cash orop cultivation (1). In the early
decades of the Z2@th century, almost all the cash crops produced

in Kerala had a growing demand from outside. Table S.1 shows



Table S5.1: Area under cash crops (in thousands)

Yisar Travanoor e Cachin Mal abar
192021 g99(44) S72(354) 1872 (20
193021 248 (437 604 {34) 143 (26)
174@3~41 1894 (42) _ HLH7 (ET7) 158(28)
194565-47 1073{(4646) 71iB 4 152 (25

Notes: Figures in brackets are percentage to total cropped

Source 3 T.C. Varghese {1972}

the increase in Lhe area under cash ocrops in Travancore Cochin
and HMalabar. More and mare plantation companies were opened.

Tabh Le 5.0 shows Phe tnuerease co Phe oambers of plant al ion
campanies in Travancore in the first hald of Lhe 20th cenltury.
Within a span of 40 years lthere was a phenomensl increase in the
Ml

nunber of plantation companlies. The expansion of area wider
plantation crops is equally fascinating (See  Table S.3). It is
observed in  all the three regions, agricoliuwe was divorted Lo
produce goods fFor the world market and  the peasanls became

dependent an  the world market in two ways. On the one hand he

was forced to buy goods produced in foreign counltries and on the

Table 53.2: Planation companies in Travancore

Number of registered Mumber of registered
plantation companies plantation companies
incorporated and working incorporated gulside
in Travancore Travancore, bul working

Year in Travancore

{2015 B MOl nawn

1210 10 Mot kEnown

1925 7 17

19325 8 23

1245 8% 1%

Source: Statistics of Travancore



Table S.35: The Area under FPlantation crops in Travancore (in
thousands)

Year Rubber Tea Coffee
192021 S1.0 47 .1 Nil
122524 5=, 4H7.7 Nil
197ZQ0-31 : HB. 4 78.8 Nil
1923536 ' FE.7 778 &Ha. 2
194@a-41 6.7 71.8 5.9
194544 11i.6 < 77.4 7.0
1949-50 111.3 148.4 8.7

Sowrce: Statistics of Travancore
other hand he was forced to seil his prroduce in the
internationalmarket {(Farameswaran, 1951). HMarx (1972)

1 Feae d bead abirser vasd Lhi s in his "Theoreis of st plice valoe?
while making a8 distinction between different colonies: (2)
"There are colonies proper. such as the united
astates, fAustralia etc. Here the mass of the farining
colonists, although they bring with them a larger
o smaller amouwnt of capital from the motherland, are not
caplitalists, nor do they carry on capitalist
production. They are more or less peasants who work
thansel ves and whose main object., in the first place,
po Pooprrodace their own Tiveld i hood. In the secoml
Lypw aof culunies - planbtalions - where commercial
speculation figuwe from the start and production
is intended for the world mar ket, the capitalist
made of production exists, although only i a
Formal Sense....

The integration of particular regions into the global
dynamics of capitalist accumulation in turn had affected the
transftormation ot the spatial imprint in those regions.
Agglomeration of population and productive tarces in places af
locational advantage becomes the rule. Many of the urban centres

" .
energed as specialising, the expurt of various cash crops.
Transport facilities were developed in such a inanner that the
plantation produce could be brought from the ghats directly to
the ports.  Pany of the roads were buillt from east to west cutng
acrass  the main land. In addition to this FHerala possessed
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numerous navigable water ways flowing down from the ghats to the
coasts.  During the 12th century canals were dug under colonial
inibiative which linked up bthese naltural waler ways.
Fartories were established in  the river mouths and these canals
weare used foar floating down the timber and other hill produces
including plantaton products and for the carriage of heavy and
bulky articles such as iaterite, tiles coconut products etc.
(N. Bubramanayam, 1932) . This peculiar nature of transport
devglapment_ atffected the spatial system in a unigue manner.
Though trade began to absorb  large numbers of  the population
(Var b, 1977) it odid nobk Toead Lo Targe seado of agylomes alson
of population and activities in particular regiaon. Instead there
developed a crowd of sSmsll towns @ along the coast which were
o
infact natural harbows or ports built under colonial initialive.
Some inland towns also developed a centre of exchange and agro
procvessing industries.  This partly explains Lhe unique spatial
disper sal of Lowns and the absence of a dominent node in Kerala’s
urbhan systemn. The latter can also be due to the fact that the
colanial administrative operations inn the region were mainly
concentrated in Madras which might have acted as a primate city.
The degree of wbanisatiaon, as we have seen, was always
very low in Kerala. Limits cbvionvsly existed to the progressive
concentration of productive forces and population in few dominent
centres. Large scale industrialisation, leading to agglomeration

of people and capital did not take place. Table 5.4 reveals the
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Table 5.4: The distribution of Industrial establishments in
Travancore in 1921

Industries Factories Workers
Tea =1 a371a
Rubber = 7B
Coir @ 5729
Other ftood industries 7 23
Wood Indusbries 4 230
Monarite sand 2 235
Factories Y 3357
Bricik and Tile 7 7y
Salt factories 11 724
Frinting Fress I3 797
Cotton Meaving 4 721
Metal Factories a 3148
Others

Sor cern o Llenvsues of  Traveaoor ey, 1920

nature of industrialisation which was ﬁaking place in Kerala.
It can be abserved that in Travancore, majority of the industries
were ofthe agro-processing type. It can be seen Lhat the major
induslries in Ferala are  wbill based on Lhe natwal resowrce
endownent of the region (SBubramoniam, F.kK. and Mohana Pillai, F.

1984) . In addition to this there was a tendency among some of
thhe wajor idnustries like bpeedi,coir, cashew handloom etc. to
perculate down to small scale productiaon and then to house hold .
production (3. Thus instead of a progressive concentration of
praductive forces, production was decentralised and it was moving
down from higher forms of organisation to lower forms.  So there
were some structwal limits for the small towns to grow at an
accelevrated pace. Ty (& appears  that oo colenial factor (s
responsible far the emeragence as well as the differential
evolution of urban process in Kerala.
D3, Settlement pattern and wrban process

Another majlor factor which conditions the modern wurban

0



system as 11 emerges 1in Ferala is  the peculiar settlement
pattern. It has been argued that the setltlement pattern in
Ferala has always been of Lle disporsed Lype (Mernichers, 192666:
184) .But this seems incarrect since the early setibilers who
entered KEerala through Palohat gap, Shenkota and Gundallor
mountains might have formed nucleated settlements and gradually
started spreading out to the midland and the low land (Rajan
Gurukical ; 1986:231) .However by the time of the visit of Ibun
Batuta in the 14tk century, the dispersed palttern bad become
dominent. Batuta records that:

e ness tocame Lo Uheey conanley of hboc b poepesr o Patbaber o

Llhaw Teoenglh s a Jouw ney of Lwo munlhs from Sandabar Lo

Fawlam. The whole way by land lies under the shade of

trees... And in all this space of bwo months jouwrney,

there is not a space free from culitivation. For every

man has his owne.orchard with his house in the middle
and a wooden fence arcund it" (Batulta, 1929)

William Logan has noted that lLhis description was equally
applicable Lo Uhe Malabar coast of his peraod al so. (LGer Logan,
1281:111). But as we have already noted, the original tendency
was to cluster together rather than disperse. The most probable
primary form of rural settlement would be an agulomerated one
(Demanaion, 1%62). It is argued that groupinog would be the first
effort af man and the ancient familial organisation would be the
be the Framework of the first village commupilies. The
transformation of these grouped settlements 1intao dispersed
setlilements colncide with agricuoltwral progress (Ghid.)?

Maliwda. Menon (14%%4) whio  rdentrfied bolth Jdispersed and
nucleated setltlements in different parts of Eerala {(the dominent
being the Ffarmer) has' 1llustrated at length how the specific

geographic features conditioned particular settlement types. In

e
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the comastal region and the laterite pleateaus where water is
abunidant and no co-operative effort 1a neseded for cul livabtion we
fond draspersed scobtltlements. Mucleated sebllemnents arée condined
to the more difficuit region of the gaps., the foob hills of main
aghats and  the high Iand region, where there s a dearth walter or
unfavouwrable conditions for economic  develapment. Jaary Fo
Mechner (1%2&846) also seems to support this hypothesis. Sourirajan
{1933) argued that the Tharavadu which was the mainn household
system  in Heralé, resembled the seperate farm houses in Assam
(43 . He suguested that it could ke in areas uwhere there is a
Fhresat of o eaguent Flowals, pestap ko Liwvie in =5a 1y 1ol aledd
homesteads. Dann {1932) pointed out that excessive rainfall
itselfd could be a reason for the aopen compound since it ensuwres a
-
more Fapid disposal of water. It houses are closely buillt there
wonld be  a danger  of innundation  in the streels as most of the
water will be discharged immediately from  Uthe houses and yards

sntou Uhe by eel.

One must  be skeptical of preojecting hidrolooic conditions

as the single explanatory variahle for the emeraence of
particular  settlement patterns. Examples of settlement tyvpes

whereg oneg cannot establish any strong correlatian betweeﬂ

hydroiogic.cmnditiunﬁ and population distribution are cited by
Demangion (19621 (37, In fact a more plausible hypothesis in the
case of FHerala would be ta relate the evolution of this unigue
zetitlament palttern with the organisation of properly condi tioned
by Liraluwnen coloanesation. Generally, from &  geographio stand

point the stages of sccial and ecanaomic evolultion are the

ay

Followings {12 Food gathering =tage, (117 the stage of

speciailsed collectors (1ii) the stage of clan peasantry (iv) the
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stage of feudally or auvtocratically organised agrarian socleties
{(v) the stage of sarly urbanism and rent capitalism and {vi) the
staye  of modern caplitalise (Bobech, 1962) [t seems Lhalt the
stage of avtocratically organised agrarian system was forced faly!
the indigengous society by Hrahmin colonisers (Rajan Gurukkaly
1987). This new organisation of production was chafacteriSEd by a
landed aristocracy at the apex, a crowd of small tenants at the
middle and aggrestic slaves at  the bottom. In the Baltic
countries (Lavitha, Lithwania, Estaomia) for esamnple then large
Tand owners prefered to divide their domains among a large
neembiesr o Foeraacb e yand addop b el Phey oyabem ofF i apesr aed gt Ul eomend
{Demangun, 19462) . The unit of exploitation (as 1t happened in
Ferala}) was large enocugh to occupy and support a family. The

-
houses of Lenants were built seperately on such big lands.
This process was compleled before 1ith and 12th centuries (Rajan
Gurukkal , 1986). This would suggest that thé settienent palttern
b blor ol o was delermined  holh by by physical gueography as well
as socio-2conomic organisation.

The settlement pattern in btwn had a tremendous  impact on
the praoress of urbanisation in Herala. As we have noted there is
a diffused spatial ordering of seperate homesleads amidst coconul
archads which resulted in a situation where the fixation of the

village boundary becomes arbitrary. Couvpled wilth Lthis there is a

very high population pressure. With respect to population
densi by Ferala ranks first in Todias Thus Lthe average wsize of o

Lerala village slands 1n sharp  conlrast bto o their counterparls
glsewhere in India (See Table S.5). These big villages, in
themselves with high population dimension and density can for all.

practical purposss bhe considered as agricultural towns (b). But

[
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since, the census definition gives emphasis to the non-

Table 53.5: Distribution of Villages by population size in Eerala
and India, 1971

Size India Farala

=@a . 05.3 @a.=
S - 999 251 A. 2
108@ 1999 14.2 1.3
200 49929 &a X Paés
SO0 9999 .9 24.9
1., B Wiy OHoL
Fobal 1w Laéa

SHSource: Census of India, 1971.

agricultural diversiftication of the occupational structuwe, these
villages do not come under the category of uwrban. Bult when their
economi ¢ structure  change they slowly gradualte Lo arban status.
The new towns which emerged in the 19687s and 1970° s are
mediuwn and 5@311 towns. In contrast to this, in Tamil Nadu of
the 1533 new towns that emerged in 1971 oanly twenty were mediuwm
towns (Sankarana'ayanan, 19777 . The rural economic structure on
the other hand is characterised by a relative dominance of non—
agricultural activities (See Table 5.6). 42 pef cent of the

totalimain waorkers in rural Kerala are
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Tabhle 2.6: Rural-Main workers classified by industrial
categories 1981

Numbeyr af workers Fercentage Lo

Category . wor ers
Cultivators 853254 Se S
Agricultwral Labourers 18179585 ‘ E22.46
Forestry L7&358 Cl@dl e
Mining and fuarrying SUEag @. 89
Household Industries 216226 .86
Non household Industries S30254 1@.35
Construction 145645 : 2.6
Tr-ade and Commerce S1EETN F.ib
Transport and Communitcation 216257 .86
Others 628967 11.22

Total main workers S6EDLB5S 1083, GaH

Source: Census of India, 1981.
enploved 1in non—-primary activities. The i1nstability which we
o
observed in Eerala s modern urban system is partly due to this
peculiarity of the economic structure. Generally it could be
argued that the wban-rural economic continuam in  terms of
phiysrcal amnibies  of Lifte  and developmenl of Lading activilaes
based on commercial agricultuwe changes the economic structuwre of
the villages and they graduate to urban status. Historically,
there is & fairly impressive spread of health and educational
facilities in this region (7). Similarly the decay of traditional
industries, rural to ruaral migeration, inability of particular

3

regions to absarb the increased population in non—agricultuwal

activities etc. couvld result in a very high degree  of
decl ass) fication. There s al el @ Fall g the ferbtilily rates
Lr aniganyg dowir Lhwe nalur al iHZrerase 1 pupulation (8. this 1s

manifested by the slow rate of growbth of teowns in the absence of

a strong rwral to wwban migration stream.



S.4. 0 Dumunry

Urbanisation in Eerala was an D¥f5hmft of the glaobal
process of capital accumulation. Colonialism conditioned itself
to the ecological system and plaved a significant role in the
transfermation of the indigeneous spatial ordering in the state.

Many of {the unigue characteristics of EKerala®s urban
process such  as the crowd of small towns along the coasl,absence
of a primate city, giversitied functional structure of Ltowns,
bk et gpatial dhiaper sal opbf oo oo . caombd b ak®r tbhabed to The
develupment processes whilch were forced by coloniallsm. At the
same time, the role pléyed by the ecolugy of the region cannob be
under estimated. Especfglly in  shaping the modern urban system,
the peculiar sebtbtlement pattern plays a witally significant role.
The rule of post colonial development process which is a
conbrouabyson oF eardbier  hooborseal  processos an o lg anler play

with Lthe ecoloay of the region must also taken into account.

OHw
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Notes

For a detailed discussion of this see Umadevi (1%84) ,Varghese,
T.C.{1972) etc.

Marx analysis of the guestion of space under capitalism is
discussed in Harvy, D (1983).

See Thomas Isaac {(1783) Fyarelal (1984) EHannan (1%81)
Rajagapalan (1986) etec.

It is the physical form and not the familiar organisation
ftvad do T aken inta account .

The humid lands of freguent rains in Western Europe is
characterised by dispersed settlemsnts. In a relatively
homogeneous lime stone region in France, the Cauwx,we find
dispersed settlements. in the west and agolomerated sebtble—
ments in Lhe sast. On the plateau of the Ardeanes, thougl
there is a super abundance of springs, the inhabitants
opted far compact, grouped villages. Another example is on
the hungarian puzlta where water is found in a shallow depth
which can be reached by Lhie most elemenlary wells as in the
cover of Feralas Here peoplo have boroed naclealed

et U Temen L. Meer efor ¢ geogr apher s oar gue Lhat Lhe guestoon
of waber in btraditional societies plays only a secondary role.

In Russia, for example there are many agrogorodas meaning
agricultural towns (See Valentey, 1978).

See for a discussion of these aspects Tharakan, M.P.E.(1584),
F.G.t. Fanikar and Soman (1986) etce.

For a discussion of the reasons for the faill in the fertility
rates in Kerala, See F.G.K. Panikar {1984), F.R.G. Nair 1981)
FLenla Gulatt (1976), Keishoan, T.M (1976 et

61



Chapter VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Urban process in  the third world has been erroneously
conceived as a precocious one. It is true that the experiences
of wrban evolution in the less opulent world are drastaically
dif+erent from the patterns qbzerved in  the industrialised world
where uwrbanisaton was essentially an offshoot of a segential
sectoral development of Uhe economy from Dackwar d agricullure Lo
industrial growth followed by the emanation of a well organised
services network. In the third wérld on the other hand, the
prospects of agrarian reformation and productivity rise are still
gloomy compounded by a stagnating industrial sector. But the
Gervieee e bor shiows a rapid developoaent whic b accounts  for Lhe

unprrecedenited agglomeration of the third world population in

towns and cities. The causative factors for this "lopsided"

development pracess are historical. "To be precise, at the
t

conflusnce of these impulses i1s colontalisn. Indeed one has to

lacate the urban qguestion 1in  the third wywld within the

praoblematic of the geography of capitalist acocunulation. But

many l1ssues may become  fraught and inconclusive 1+ one fails Lo
understand the natwe of depended relations each geographical
MYM"E Lol held with +hieo aekr opolyv S o Fhas o 1l capitai 1Gm.

Region specific studies thus assume a prominent role in the field



of urban research. Ouwr object of enguiry was the wrban guestion
in Eerala.

It is found that wban forins appeared 1n this region only
during the post mideval period when the economy was integrated
inte the woarld system o+ modern capil talism. In the ancient as
werl § as 1y the midieval period there are no circumslianltial
evidences to sugoest an indeagenzous dynamics  of urbanisation in
Kerala. The peculiar history of the region characterised by the
absence of a strong ceniratl pelitical power structure  and
technological development 1= Fespéngible forr this. It was under
Fhie i tratave of colonial apy Lal Lk sppec i Fie wrhany forms
emer-ged in Eerala.s

The modern wrban process  in Ferala also shows distinct
differences when cgmpa;ed to other regions. The malior

differences that one could delinealte are (i} the wrbian growth

path seens te be less fluctuating, {i1) the degree of
ar el oon o ab e Tor Toeweld Ciovnr tThe pabaoal dhvaper Seom of

Lawns 1s very hiigh (iv) tire  btawns narmally arow al a very slow
pace {(v) the role played by agration 15 the wrban dynamics
appears  to be insignificant  and (i) the proportion of the
exltensional and decremental components 1n the total wurban  arowth
i owndly high eto.

Thie  oogern whban syslem as 1L emsrges in FHerala was
articulated thirough a well developed transport nel work. The

system (s  char aclerised by lhe conspilcuous absence of a cenlral

vode whiooh Tanks all Lowns and conbr sibules Lo o o major Shiar &2 ol
urbran population and wrban economic activity. The role of big
cities also appear to be less praminent. The economic base of

Lhwe systemn i1is so structuwred that there i1s  nolb mech fuanctional

;o
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speciallsation in towns. Aanother  major feature of the urban
systen iz its instability manifested by the emergence  and
declassitication of towns in sach census.

The causative Ffactors fﬂrvthis differential performance
are many and v&ried; The invetment of British capital i1 the
ecanamy  was  mainly  in bhe plantations and various steps were

deliberately adopted to increase the area under commercialised

agriculture. This led to an enormous increase  in trading and
processing activities related o plantation products. The agro

processing industries which developed in Eerala did notbt get

come enle abedd Fuoeoparbacal are AL 2 Lesactsvng Loy VAT IR

agglomeration of productive forces and hence population. Instead

there was a decentralisation of these traditional industries
iad

wiich cascaded down fram higher forms of production organisation

Lo household business., The =scwiogy ot the region also played a

very signifioant o ule. The navigable walter wavs from the ghats
7 =] Q .

Poo thie coee o wivveh wd Lhe owvncbaral candd Dhee nvbor al hiow Do i)

’

facilitive ail alomg the coast eto. are some amayg the, The
=3 -

.

settlement patiern which is of a dispersed Lype had ils impact
o the wban process in bthe colonial and post colonial periods.
Dispersed settlement pattern resulted in the phenomernon of big

villages the boaundarigs of which could be delineated only

arbitrarily. This has alse led to a situstion iy which any
development pracess sasily agets diffused into ruwal areas. The
better  spatial dispersion of towes 1 mainly due Lo the

doecenty alrwation ot P eyl scud Lo @l aclbrivilies  and  naluwwe of
settlenent type leading te  the development of urbanised fringes
o commuber villages which could not be meaningtually regarded as

either  wrian or  rural in a spatial SRS . finy distinction
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between urban and ruwal cultural patterns is  increasingly
diffigult to make. The low intra-state mobility of the
population manifested by the migration streams is due to this
peculiar economic situation.

The salient fteatures of the urban system such as the
absence of a primate city, diversitied écarmmic: S‘tlf"LlcturE af the
towts, instability etc. are also partly explained by the natwe
ot develaopment process, A primate central node did not develop
in ¥Eerala because of two reasons. For all administrative
purposes, the region was regarded as a part of Madiras presidency
wilh Moveke ove N 1 b el [RTRTE T S ol by, hieer 52w v
progressive cancentration of productive forces and populabion in
any particular region of the state. Towns in Kerala emerged

m

mainliy as ltrading and processing centres. Household industries,
trade and commerce, other service activities etoc. became the
feature of almost all towns. This means - that there was no
foane Lo specialarsalaion Lalonyg place o st of Lh& Lo, .
Instability in the system manifested by a higher share of
extensional as well as decremental components of whbanisation is
gxplained by the ecoromic structure of the rural country side and
the settlement pattern. The pecutiarities which we observed in
Lhe developmenl process compounded by the fact thabt the dimernision
and density of population  in the Ferala villages are very high
explains the instability. To be more precise, the big villages
when thear  economic char ::\r:'. ter hecomes nonv-age cont buaeral, qf‘:‘—;&(:luﬂ (W)
Lo wur ban slaltus. I some areas un the obther bhand @i ther due Lo
rural to rural migration or due to the decay of traditional
industries earstwhile wban units may gel declassified. Anather

reason may be population arowlh coupled with an inability of the

.
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‘INIV

reqgion  to absorb more of the labow force in non—agricul tural
ackbtivities,

The above observations bring to light the fact that the
urban process in Kerala, the transformation of the relationship
bhetween socielty and space is rather unigue. The statistical
empiricism of the census definitions need not necessarily capture
the dynamism involved in the process. UOne has to . look for other
meaningful measuwres and criteria for delineating uwban centres in
Ferala. Space is soccially produced. It wmay take varied forms.
Logan (1781) had remarked that towns and towns life are not
congenial o Fhe baaleas  oad habii Les of Madlayalees. Tl VAV (e
historical process had ultimately

created & situation where the emerging spatial form is netther

Elad
rural nor owrban. They can be either called “rarban’ o semnl—
wban. But 1t must ke born in mind that it is wunder—-development
and depreviabion rather than economic development  which led Lo

Lhito wsegue spabaial order tno.
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