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To the memory of my father

“Death ends a life, but it does not end a relationship,
which struggle on in the survivor’s mind towards some
resolution which it may never find”.

Robert Anderson
T Never Sang for My Father’
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It is in the fitness of things that Ballia, which gave
sepoy Mangal Pandey to the country and whose execution at
Barakpur (West Bengal) on April 8, 1857 sparked off the First
War of Independence, should play such a heroic role in the
‘Quit India’ movement as well.

(Fighters for Freedam, Who’s Who, Varanast Division, Vol.II, p,1)



PREFACE

This work is an attempt at an in-depth study of the Quit India
Movement, in the Ballia district of the United Provinces. The choice of such
a small geographical administrative unit is influenced mainly by two
reasons. First, for a better understanding of regional variations in the
patterns of protest, a movement heeds to be studied at the local level. -
Second, there is a need to explore more sources and try to present a more
comprehensive and total history' of the movement. This exclusive focus on
Ballia at one level malgesl the story highly localized but at another level the
effort is to situate the experience of the locality in the larger context of thé '
national movement. This work endeavours to examine certain formulations
regarding the Quit India movement for example, on the role of
organizational politics, the ﬁature of protests at different levels, and the
arti'culation of popular protest at local levels in the light of the experience of
Ballia.

The present work seeks to study the Quit India movement by
situating this movement within the historical evolutionary process of Indian
national movement. It attempts to examine the vision of history which

perceives national movement as a series of events — ‘from one violent

The term ‘total history’ is used not in the sense in which it is used by the Annales
School, which conveys a meaning of absoluteness and finality of historical
analysis, but only to underline the conscious attempt to cover various aspects of
the movement in detail and explore the maximum possible sources.

1



outbreak to the others’? This. vision of historical analysis is based on the
rather erroneous notion that history moves only is leaps and therefore tends
to study history in episodes and not as an evolutionary process with a
simultaneous focus on gradual socio-economic and political-ideological
developments which prepared the backgfound for such big events and
through which big events are articulated. Therefore, this work places equal
attention on the political activism of the quieter periods and the grédual
political mobilization of the people which enabled them not only to
comprehend colonial subjugation but also to protest against it.

This work has been divided into three chapters. Chapter one
introduces the location of this study as well as attempts to analyse the
agrarian structure of Ballia. Apart erm this, two other socio-ecohomic
indices — education and migration — have been discussed.in this chapter in
an attempt to explain the heightened levels of activism demonstrated by the
people of this district during anti-Bfitish stfuggle. | |

This work perceives Quit India movement as the culmination of
popular creativity and political mobilization of the people by the
nationalists over the years through a variety of forms. Hence chapter two
discusses not only the nationalist politics in Ballia before 1942, but also

various political organizations and forms of mobilization. This chapter

Gyanendra Pandey, ‘The Revolt of August 1942 in Eastern UP and Bihar’ in
Pandey Gyanendra (ed.), The Indian Nation in 1942 (K.P. Bagchi, Calcutta,
1988), p.124, fn.p.159.



endeavours to trace the prehistory of the movement as well the roots of the
dynamism of Quit India- movement in Ballia district. |

The last. chapter of this work has been divided into two sections.
The first section presents a narrative account of events that took place in
Ballia district during ’42 uprising and brings out the mass character of the
movement while in the second section a conscious attempt has been made
to examine certain formulations regarding various aspects of the Quit India
movement such as nature of protest, leadership, mass character, etc. by

situating the experiences of Ballia in the national context.

Why Ballia?

The choice of Ballia és the location of this study has been made
largely because; despite this district marking the establishment of the first
parallel government during the 42 uprising s and it being ‘out of control for
about ten days’, it ha§ not attracted enough attention from historians.
Unlike Satara and Mindnapur, the other storm centres in 1942, no exclusive
study of this district has been done so far. The only exception is Chandan
Mitra’s ‘Popular Uprisng in 1942: The Case of Ballia’ in Gyanendra
Pandey edited book The Indian Nation in 1942, (K.P. Bagchi, Calcutté,

1988).

And, of course, my familiarity and close association with the region

has an influence over the choice.



Sources

In addition to mbre conventional and much explored archival
sources, this work is based on extensive use of oral sources, — especially
oral testimonies of participants. These testimonies are extremely useful not
only as a supplementary instrument for historical analysis but more to

explain the ‘spirit’ of the movement and popular consciousness.

I have also used hitherto less explored records available at local
levels, such as registers available in local police stations which listed all
important political events, case files available in the Collectorate record

room in Ballia, etc.



CHAPTER -1



¢ s {®y )

AN A ! T ' BALLIA DISTRICT

A M;\du AN
i~ K Trtiper]o
§ — S
Fy
\\, & 'f ) bt:un
~ '
.,,.,o "
QD v
040‘
v Charawan
AMPI"O aupar Biis © o Nonomrd L ol )
aradi? ) 7 N
;Ib Bhi a
/ l(up‘““ . !
Kay /("”,\. "4 Barainh J. o Chandio
B 'n".'ocm \“v oy, & Y Jar aragact < -
oSahup\m ' ’ " DeAwa :A (1
O Nagrs \"‘
S""“P‘“‘/r orwr
(Aarsenda
Shigmour {0 o _oMwll/ \Gg™ s Bayaguor
oy pakrt § tnerf Lo Te
Y s L - “(
\E Rauaud hD 3
oSewal N\-rp\ﬂ' ~\ Karammar YA
. v -
8 2 0 SN
n ureft " / &
Hajaull © b '~y 0 RN Manjhl Ghat Sto.
o } . e
N LA e o Y LW - Blp. - o f - o [
q ;Acmnu ‘oﬁ.;.(.“ $ ° y W% N ‘l]\,- o Lh’:’dﬂ /,-nnnn]m' /ﬁ
Plarlfl v ) Il-numanvanj Yo A 7 ChakleR "“"“ \\, rr
th“ Do > Sunwnf-l Digha .‘.z:', rﬂ Chandd Ul/ua, \k\l v
oRatahi FRIAE Pt Sonbarea 4 E
.. & \. e
7 o.Aan.l.uAn . St e—
A - \\

=
n
4 Y %
> : . > %

Searce: Dishvi ' ' ;
urce: District Gazelteer "BALLIA’ , (ompiled by H.R.Nevil (1907)




THE CONTEXT

While the variety of faétors that influence the course and pattern of
popular protest is immense, in my study of Ballia three features of the local
context seemed to stand out as possibly more important than others. These
are the agrarian structure, education and migration, and in this 'chapter I
give a brief overview of these by way of an attempt at contextualizing the

discussion.

L Agrarian Structure

Ballia, tﬁe eastern most district of the United Provinces was part of
Banaras division under the British administration. This district came into
independent existence in 1879 by tfansferring land administration units
from Azamgarh and Ghazipur districts 6f Banaras division.' |

This region which later constituted Ballia district was under the
control of | Raja of Banaras since 1758% and formed a part of Bengal
Presidency but was later transferred to the United Provinces in '177 5%. The
Rajas of Banaras made several attefnpts to establish their control ovef_the
land owned by Rajput and Brahman lineages of this region but Brahman

and Réjputs appear to have been successful in preventing the Rajas from

. Report on the Revision of Record of the part of Ballia District, 1882-85, D.T.
Robberts, (Allahabad, 1887), p.1 (Hereafter Settléement Report Ballia, 1885).
Nevill HR. (ed.), District Gazetteers, Vol. XXX, Ballia, 1907, p.137 (Hereafter
District Gazetteer; Ballia, 1907).

*.  ibid,, p.112



raising revenue rates or even interfering with the management of their
holdings.* And ﬁnally, the Raja had to settle for a lump sum‘ payment made
to him directly which was more in the nature of a tribute than revenue.® This
continuous exercise of assertion of dominance over land holdings between
agents of Raja of Banaras and local landholding clans led to a general
mismanagement in revenue administration and severely affected the
collections. It waé against this background that the British took direct
charge of revenue}administration in Banaras division in 1781 and decided to
carry out revenue settlement to settle the disputes over proprietary rights
and land revenue demands in this region.® To impfove the general condition
of revenue affairs, Jonathan Duncan, the Resident of Banaras, carried out a
revenue settlement for this region during 178.8-90 on the basis of land
;tqcords which survived and» the information provided by local revenue
‘ofﬁcials.7 Duncan’s reformed land settlements were based on measurements
of cultivated areas and calculation of assets.® Duncan tried to restore the
zamindari rights to the holders of such rights in pre- Raja Banaras period

and a settlement was made for revenue collection and payment initially for

Shakespeare, A. (ed.), ‘Selections from the Duncan’s Record’, Vol. I pp. 44-45
cited in Cohn, Bernard S., ‘Structural Change in Indian Rural Society — 1596-1885’
in Frykenberg, R.E., Land Control and Social Structure in Indian History, (London,
1969), pp.60-61.

ibid. p.61

ibid., pp.62-63.

Narain, V.A., Jonathan Duncan and Varanasi, (Calcutta, 1959), p.54.

Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.16

0 N & W
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five years and then for ten years.” Later, taking into account the confusion
and complexities in land assignments and revenue céllection the whole
region was brought under Permanent Settlement of 'land revenue
administration in 1795 by Jonathan Duncan. For applying permanent
settlement in the region, no regular survey had been conducted and no
records of proprietary or culti_vating rights were prepared.”® All the
assessments made in earlier decennial settlement became permanent for
ever and proprietary right was bound with the obligation to pay the
government a revénue that was fixed forever. !

The uncertainties and confusion in propriétary and cultivating rights |
continued even under the Permanent Settlement as nd fresh survey had been
conducted before its enactment. When Ballia district was cfeated in 1879,
administrative requirements ahd the need to reduce such uncertainties made
a revised settlement inevitable and ﬁnally an extensive revision of
settlement was conducted during 1882-85 by D.T. Roberts, the then
Collector of the district.'2.

Beforev the introduction of Permanent Settlement, there was no
definite proprietary ténure at all though there was a dominion éver the soil,

exercised by the Rajput clans which was expressed by denoting them as

Cohn, Bernard S., op. cit., pp.63-64

. Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.16
- ibid., p.42 .

2 ibid., p.1



zamindars. The person engaged in the payment of the Government revenue
did form a Mahal but it did not constitute a proprietary tenure. It was
merely an agency for the collection of revenue and if the zamindars did not
accept the agehcy it coﬁld be given to an outsider.” The permanent
settlement changed this and for the first time created the concept of
proprietary right over land. As Regulation II of 1793 Act declared, ‘the
property of the soil has beén declared to be vested in the landholders...’"
This proprietary right of landholders was linked up with the dbligation to

pay the government revenue which was fixed for ever.

Landowners

In Ballia district, landholdings were dominated by Hindu uf)per
castes, particularly Rajputs, Bhumihars and Brahmans who retained about
88% of total proprietary land, vat the time of last settlement of this district in
188_5.15 (Table 1) These traditional landholding castes retained thqir
dominance in landholding even in cases of auction purchases as most of the
members of these castes themselves -bought land from their relatives or
coparceners whose land holding was on sale. '® This reduced the scope for
the entry of new classes '(merchants,. money landors etc.) into land

ownership, and a very small proportion of land had been acquired by

B ibid,, p. 41
cited in Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.41.

B ibid., p.18
' District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1907 p.53



business communities. One significant reason for this was that in Ballia
money lending was not a monopoly of trading classes but it was largely

done by well-to-do Rajputs and Brahmans.'”

~ Table: 1
Distribution of landholding in Ballia
Caste / Religion Areaofland | % of land
owned (acres) owned

Rajput 339814 .28 73.60
Bhumihars 35428.21 7.68
Brahmans 33670.46 7.30
Kayasths | 16623.22 3.60
Baniyas | 11998.41 2.60
Other Hindu Castes 15619.41 3.38
Muslim 8491.61 - 1.8

Sourée : Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885 P.47

Initially the land was owned by big landholding clans, but by the
early decades of the 19" century, British government started making
provisions for demarcation of individﬁal liability of revenue payment to
facilitate revenue collection. The settlements of 1830s tried to derharcate
individual rights either on the basis of actual possession or that of ancesfral

shares.”® Act I of the 1841 Regulation confirmed the principle of joint

17 Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.77

'8 District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1907 p.114



responsibility but also allowed the govemméhti to proceed against
individual defaults. ' Tﬁe problem with joint liability was that if one
member of a clan‘ made a default in payment of his share of revenue, the
entire clan had to face punitive action. Therefore, when the legislations
provided scope for individual ownership and liability, members of
landholding clans preferred individual ownership of a piecé of land and to
collect and pay his portion of revenu’e directly. This attitude led to
disintegration of lingage estatés as a unit of joint land ownership and formal
partition of big estates repeatedly. This repeated subdivision of proprietary
holdings was induced by increased population pressure and resulted in
relatively small sizes of landholding. H.R. Nevill observed in the District
Gazetteer of Ballia that ‘land was occupied in small holding by Rajputs,
Bhumihars and the Brahman.” *° The relatively small size of landholdings in
Ballia can be visualized by the amounf -of land revénﬁe these landowners
paid to the government?! (Table 2).
Table : 2

Number of zamindars (proprietors) according to land revenue paid
‘ in Ballia district

Under Rs. Rs.25- Rs.250-1000 | Rs.1000- Rs.5000- Rs. 10000 and
25 250 5000 10000 above
31596 3121 216 30 0 1
Source :

Report of the UP Zamindari Abolition committee, Vol.Il, P.17 (Allahabad,
1948) ' .

¥ Metcalf, T.R., Land, Landlords and The British Raj, Northern India in 19" h
Century. (Delhi 1979), p.129.
2 District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1907, p.85; Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.49

21

as land revenue, p.49

10

Settlement Report (1885) records only 27 proprietors who paid more than Rs. 1000




Because of this repeated subdivision of landholdings and increasing
population pressﬁre on land, the numerous small landlords were not in a
better position than the fixed rate tenants,”> and sometimes even took land
from -absex_ltee- landiords for their sustenance. This entire process of
subdivision of landholdings eroded the superior material position of -
landlords on the basis of which they exercised dominance over tenants and

left little space for traditional exploitation based landlord- tenant relations.

Tenants:

Permanent settlement fixed not only the land revénue demandl but the
rent also” and ensured the security of tenure till the payment of rents except
for the ténants at will. In Ballia, there were mostly three types of tenants —
occupancy tenants, fixed rate tenants and tenants at will, Occupancy
féﬁ;lnfs were mainly former zamindars who continued to hold their ‘sir’
land and after settlement agreed to pay a cusfomary rate of rent. Occupéncy
rents were very moderate and were fixed forever 2* and for all practical
purboses it was almost like fixed rate tenants except that occupancy rights
were not transferable. Fixed rate tenants were those tenants who had
cultivated land and paid almost a fixed rate of rent for generations.‘This

category of fixed rent tenure included a specific kind of fixed rate tenure

2 ibid., p.17
2 ibid., p.18

. District Gazetteer, Ballia 1907, pp.100-105; Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885 p.52-

53
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known as ‘ganwadh’ in Ballia. Ganwadh was a sort of fixed rate tenure
granted mainly to Brahmans at low rates by Rajput landlords. These were
permanent and transferable tenures and zamindars had no right except the
rent which was fixed.” The third category of tenants were tenants at will
who did not have any occupancy right on tenures and who could be ejected
or removed from the land on the expiry of the lease.

In Ballia, fixed rate tenancies which ensured security of tenure (this
includes both — occupancy tenants and fixed rate tenants) accounted for a
very large proportion of total tenancy (Table 3) and there was relatively less
proportion of tenants at will.

Table : 3

Distribution of land Tenures in different categories in Ballia, 1885

% of occupancy tenants | % of fixed rate tenants to | % of tenants at will to
to total cultivation total cultivation (This total cultivation
includes ex-proprietary,
Mafis)

36.25% 28.01% 10.37%

Source : Settlement Report, Ballia, 18835, pp. 59-61

This fixed rate tenancy with occupancy rights not only ensured the
security of tenure but also the fixity of rents and therefore reduced the scope
of any exploitation of tenants by landlords by increasing land revenue

demands. Another factor which reduced the scope of any exploitat-ibn of

2 Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, p.56
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tenants was the presence of a éubstantial strata of upper caste tenants who,
with their cohesive strength and caste privileges, consolidated a position of
privileged tenants for themselves. These tenants paid not only low rates of
fixed rents but sometimes even mortgaged or sold their tenancies as
proprietary classes”® and made it almost impossible to evict them even in
case of default in rent payment. These upper caste tenants enjoyed a caste

~ privilege in rent payment for tenant at will category also.”

This survey of agrarian structure of Ballia diétrict bfoughtout éome
- peculiar features related to the position of landlords and tcnénts. Most of
the landlords in Ballia had relatively small holdings and were not in-a
position very different from upper caste 'tenants whether in terms of income
or status, and sometimes even took land on rent from other big landlords.
Most of the tenants in the district were of high caste- and were ensured tﬁe
security of tenure and ﬁxed rent rate (which was very iow) and enjoyed the
position of a privileged tenant community. These features do not indicate a
classical landlord-tenant relationship, based on extreme forms of
exploitation. This explains the absence of any sharp »landlord-tenant divide,

which in turn facilitated collective participation in the anti-British struggle.

26 District Gazetteer , Ballia, 1907 , p. 85, 105

21 Rent Rate Report, Pargana Sikandarpur and Bhadaon, Tahsil Resra, Ballia, 1930,
pp-22-23
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II. Migration .

Ballia and infact the entire region was known for its high levels of |
migration to the industrial centres of Howrah,‘ Calcutta, Dhaka, etc. in
Bengal as well as to Bombay?® ;I“hough the volume of emigration fell in
1920s and ’30s, a large number of natives of this district continued to stay
in those industrial cities.”’ As Ballia was primarily an agricultural district
and there was not much industry to accommodate the increasing labour
force, people migrated in search of emplbyment. Though the migrants were
mainly labourers, the specific characteristic of migration from Ballia was
that it also included educated migrants and a signiﬁcaht " number of
educated people who also migrated to urban centres in search of
employment. In addition to this, the category of migration here includes the
short term migration, particularly of students, who weﬁt to cities of learning
like Banaras for higher studies.

In the case of Ballia, these migrants became a lmajor source of
inflow of nationalist consciousness which emerged in urban centres and
established a sort of urban-rural link, crucial for the uniform growth of the
national movement. Migrants established a two way interactive relationship
— nationalist leaders in cities experienced the poverty and backwardness of

the rural areas by interaction with these migrants and included these issues

% District Gazeteer, Ballia, 1907, p.65; Census of India , 1911, Vol.XV, Part I, pp.91-
93 : : :
¥ Census of India, 1931, Vol. XVI, Part-1, pp.204-207.

14



in the larger programme of the nationalist struggle while the rural maéses
became aware of the ongoing nationalist struggle through returning
migrants and started reéponding to the calls for action. In this process,
students played a very crucial role. While studying in cities, many of them
came in contact with nationalists who introduced them to the ideas of
nationalism and some of them began to take part in the nationalist struggle.
When they went back to their villages, they talked about the exploitative
character of British rule and other nati\onalist ideas and ufged people to take
part in movement.*® This entire phenomenon of contacts between urban
centres and fhe countryside via migrants prox-/ed very crucial in Ballia
during thev 1942 movement. During the course of the Secoﬁd World War,
the Japanese invasion of Burma, and the bombings in Calcutta, 1¢d to return
of large numbers of emigrants to their homes. They provided the first hand
accounts of their experiences and also carried the widespread belief about
the impending collapse of British authdrity. The latter created an ambience
in which people started acting in a more deﬁanf manner in countryside.
Students who retume_d to their homes immediately after the Quit India call
would stop in public gatherings like fairs, haats, etc. and tell people about

the Quit India movement and encourage them to take part in its activities.’!

3% Interview, Paras Nath Mishra

1 ibid.
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I1I. Literacy and Education

By 1907 Ballia already had a relatively high raté of literacy which
was considered to be in advance of the provincial average.”> This was
followed by fnassive increase in the number of educational institutioﬁs in
the district. In 1907 there were 9 secondary and 166 primary schools
which increased to 16 secondary schools and 490 primary schools in
1932.% The rate of literacy marked a great increase (Table 4) and was the
highest in the Banaras Division except —for Banaras district itself.**

Table : 4

Growth of literacy in Ballia District

Year Total number | % of literates to | Number of

of literates total population | literates per mile
1881 - - 4.2(0.1) 43 (1)
1921 41134 (1965)* 9.3 (0.5) 93 (5)
1931 56861 (4226) 11.5(0.9) 115 (9)

*Figures within brackets show the number of female population.

Sources : Census of India 1921, Vol. XVI, part I, p.124, part II.
p-113; Census of India 1931 Vol. XVIII, part I p.481, part 11,
p.46; District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1986, pp.196-197

The presence of a relatively larger proportion of educated and literate

population facilitated the spread of nationalist ideas and activities as there

2 District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1907, p.133. _
* . District Gazetteer, Ballia Government of U.P. (Lucknow, 1986), pp. 196-97

3 | Census of India, 1921, Vol. XI, Part 1, p.121v.
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was an available pool of potential cadre and leaders who could be the torch-
bearers of the national movement in the area. The presence of a larger
number of schools was also conducive to the strength of the national
movement as students were an active force in the mass phase of Indian

nationalism.
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THE PRE-HISTORY OF THE QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT

This chaptér attempts to trace the prehistory of the Quit India
movement in Ballia. The aim is not only to find out the roots of the
heightened activism which Ballia demonétrated during the days of Quit
India movement but also to examine the argument that thé ’42 outbreaks
‘were not mere spontaneous. and autonomous outbursts against British
authority but were the culmination of nationalist mobilization of masses
carried out over years by nationalists. This chapter presents a narrative
account of pre ’42 anti-British agitations in the district and includes ba
detailed discussion of the role of various national political organizafions and

the dynamics of mass politics.

I. Nationalist Activities

Though the main focus of the chapter is to describe nationalist
politics from the 1920s, the narrative starts with the greaf revolt of 1857 to
- locate the tradition of anti-British resistance.

During the 1857 rebellion, Ballia had no individual existence and
was part of the Ghazipur and Azamgarh districts which were among the
most disturbed areas during 1857 because of the close proximity to
Shahabad in Bihar where the local zamindar Kpnwar Singh qhallenged the

British authority and in the later phase had some magnificent victories over
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the British, particularly in Azamgarh district.! During his .marches he
camped at several places, such as Sikandarpur, Maniar and Nagra, which
later became parts of Ballia district. His march through parts of Ballia and
the consequent activity of the British army arousec_{ the local people,
especially the Rajput clans,b against the British and they attempted to pose a
- challenge té the British authority by destroying bridges, etc.? However, the
resistance was scattered, sporadic and limited in nature and subsided in
face of brutal repression by British troo'ps,3 though it took almost a year to
restore order in Ballia._4

After 1858, the area was reported to be quite peaceful in official
records, except for few references to agrarian riots and clashes among high
caste share holdefs ofler proprietary rights.5 ‘But after the formation of the
district in 1879, it started opening up to the new ideas emanating in the
outside wérld, and a collective identity as well as sense of a national
identity began to emerge. Important in this process were speeches of

celebrated figures in social-ceremonial gatherings like the Dadri mela® and

District Gazetteer, Ballia, 1907, p.157.

2 Ibid., p.159

In the middle of May 1858, village Chit Baragaon which later became part of

Ballia was destroyed by British troops because of its open rebellion. ibid., p.158.

¢ ibid., p.158
Ibid., p.127; Settlement Report, Ballia, 1885, pp. 18, 21, 30, 40.

-~ ‘In November 1884, Arya Desopakarini Sabha organized a speech of Bhartendu
Harishchandra, a leading literary figure in Hindi region, in Dadri Mela. In this
meeting he called for a national identity — called people to work together in the
interest of country. Dalmia, Vasudha, The Nationalization of Hindu Tradition-
Bhartendu Harishchandra and 19" Century Banaras, (OUP, New Delhi, 1997),
pp.21-23.
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movements such ‘as the cow protection movement.” Though this early
modern consciousness had Hindu overtones and tended to overlap religious
identity with national identity, its significance in the growth of a collective
- identity and later a national identity can not be underestimated. In this
phase, the Arya Samaj provided the organizational framework for the
spread of nationalist ideas, és the thrust of the campaigns of the Arya Samaj
was against foréign rule. Arya Samaj was very active in weekly markets in
villages, fairs and other social ceremonial gatherings.®

" By the early decades of the 20" century, this district also started to
respond to the ongoing anti-British struggles in the rest of the country and
by 1920s with the establishment of the local unit of Iﬁdién Natjoﬁal
Congress_ in 1919 by Ganga Singh, Thakur Jagarinath Singh, Murli
Monohar and oth.ers,9 anti-British activities became more organized and
explicit. In November 1918, a Home Rule Procession was taken out in
which a large number of students participated and a geheral strike or hartal
marked the death of Lokmanya Tilak on August 1, 1920.1° All these
activities, however sporadic they were, ignited the anti-British sentiments in
the district, and when, in the last week of November 1920, Dr. Rajendra

Prasad came to Ballia in order to prepare the ground for the Non-

File No.309, Home Public ‘B’, 1894, NAI, New Delhi.
Interview Vishwanath Mardana. '
° ibid. S |

ibid; Gupta, Durga Prasad, Swatantrata Sangram Mein Ballia, (Ballia, 1988),
p-43
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cooperation movement and gave an emotional speech at the Dadri Mela, it
had a tremendous impact on the peoi)le. A large number of people
participated in the Non-cooperation movement — school teachers left their
jobs, students leﬁ schools and Colle_ges, lawyers boycotted courts, etc.'! and
hundreds of politieal workers were sent to jail."?

Non cooperation movement being the first experience of modern |
mass politics in this district had obvious limitations in .spread and intensity.
Nevertheless, it was the stepping stone for future nationalist struggles,
especially as many future leaders emerged from this movement. Some of
them were Murli Manohar, Chittu Pandey and Vishwanath Mardana, who
were to remain in the front ranks of the leadership of the natienal movement
in later phases. .

Following the wi,t_h_drawal of the Non-cooperation movement in
1922, Ballia reméined in~political backwaters for some time. However, it
responded with vigour and enthusiasm to visits of national leaders such as
Gandhi who visited this district in October 1925."* Efforts were also made
by local 1eader§ to build up the tempo and, by 1930, the district was ready
to take an active part in the Civil Disobedience movement. While nothing
spectacular happened in neighboufing districts, Ballia demonstrated

relatively high levels of activism. Processions were taken out and shops

11
12

Interview Paras Nath Mishra.

Leader, Allahabad, 19 May 1922 in Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru
(hereafter SWIN) Vol I, p.256. ‘ ~ ‘DIss

Gupta, Durga Prasad, op.cit., p.47. 954.2035 | 1
; M6875 po

21 | Iflllil/’/il"lil li/lﬂIHHimlil ;
o \\ ey
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were picketed. To break the salt law, which was an integral part of Civil
Disobedience movement, salt was publicly made and auctioned in Ballia
town and other parts of the district.'* Seeing the intensity of popular
enthusiasm, the British authorities moved in to prevent the spread of
movement and, in December 1931, arrested almost all the leaders of the
Congress, including District Congress Committee President Chittu Pandey,
Thakur Jagannath Singh Mahanand Mishra and Ram Lachan Tiwari‘ in a
fabricated criminal case known as the ‘Ballia conspiracy case 1931°, in
which they were charged with threatening local merchants and extracting
money from thcrln.’15 Though the case was later dismissed by the court, the
arrests effectively restrained the leaders from leading the movement at its
peak by putting }them in jail for almost a year and a half.

A remarkable feature of the Civil-Disobedience movement in Ballia
‘was the enthusiasm shown by the students. As part of their pfogramme,
Congress workers tried to induce into the students to give up studies and
boycott the. schools. Following this, a large number of students of different
schools gave up their studies and took active part in the movement. This led

to many of them being denied re-admission'® and even to convictions by the

Mo ibid,ps3 - | .

s File Nos.19/1/1932 and 19/2/1932, RR No.47, CID files, UPSA, Lucknow.

~ ibid., Police Diary Nos. 5 and 7, dated 28.12.31 and 1.1.32, Baleshwar Singh,
Durga Prasad Gupta, Vaidyanath Singh were rusticated from schools while Ram
Lachan Tiwari gave up- studies to participate in the Civil Disobedience

movement.
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courts.'”  Students in facts provided the most devoted cadre for the
national movement and undertook a variety of activities such as distributing
pamphlets and going'oto villages for propaganda and organizational work. |

To maintain the momentum of anti British feeling generated by the
Civil Disobedience moverﬁent and to attract more pebple to the nationalist
causes, nationaliéts organized meetings in fairs and weekly markets,
celebrated Indepcnde‘nce Day and birth anniversaries of prominent leaders
such as Tilak Jayanti, etc.

During the election campaign of 1936-37, nationalist leaders such as
Chittu Pandey, Tarkeshwar i’andey, Vishwanath Mardana moved from
village to village campaigning against the British government, and also
organized political conference in many areas.'® To highlight the issues aﬁd
more directly address the peasahtry, Kisan conferences, were also held at
several places.'® These wefe attended by prominent figures such as Acharya
Narendra Dev and Swami Sahajanand Saraswati.”’ During the election
campaign, Jawaharlal Nehru made a whirlwind tour of Ballia district in

December 1936 and addressed several meetings at different places in the

district.”! These meetings were attended by all sections of society — both

Ram Narain, Narad Muni, Ram Nath Rai and Paras Ram Singh, students of
different schools in Ballia were convicted by Court for participating in Civil
‘Disobedience Movement. Files Nos. 192/1931 and 270/1932, GAD, UPSA,
Lucknow.

Interview Vishwanath Maradana; Agj, Varanasi, 19 and 20, December, 1936.

19 PAI, 14 May, July 16, 1938, CID Headquarters, Lucknow.

2 PAI July 16, 1938; Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

A Interview Vishwanath Mardana; SWIN.
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urban and rural - in large numbers and were reported to have had
electrifying.effe'ct on the people, especially in the rura1 areés. The result
was the victory of both the candidates of Congress, Radha Mohan Singh
from Ballia South and Suraj Narain Singh from Ballia North.22 The election
campaign and later the establishment of Congress ministry in the Province
had a great impact on the people and provided a new impetus to the
nationalist mobilization in the district as the establishment of Swaraj Sarkar
gave people the minimum required confidence in themselves which enable
them to think about challenging the British éuthority. Ballia was one of
ﬂiose districts of the United Provinces in which the highest number of
Satyagrahis vwere_ enrolled during the Individual Satyagraha movement of
1940-41,% three or four arrests being reported every two or three days,**
even in villages. Though Individual Satyagraha movement was limited in
aims, it increased political consciousness arlldl spirit of opposition to the
government® which then found open expression during the Quit India

movement.

2 _Reeves, P.D. et al., 4 Handbook of Elections in UP 1920-51, (Manohar, New

Dethi, 1975), p.278.
2 . File No. G.2, 1940, AICC Papers, NMML, New Delhi. ,
# For reports of arrests and other nationalist activities in the district during Civil
- Disobedience Movement, see 4aj, Varanasi for the period of 1940, 1941.
» File No. 3/6/42, Home (Pol.), NAI, New Delhi.
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II. Nationalist Organizations and Groups
This section discusses the working and the-ideologies of various
nationalist organizations and groups who had provided the organizational

network for nationalist activities in the district.

Congress

The local unit of the Congresé was founded in 1919 by a locgl
zamindar, Ganga Singh.26 Initially, ifs spread was limited to the urban
popuiation and the leadership was in hands of relatively conservative
people like Ganga Singh, Murli Manohar, Jagannath Singh etc., but the
process of transformatigp started very soon, as the leaders realized. the
necessity of mass support. They carried out a vigorous mass mobilization
campaign and ﬁade strong efforts to identify the Congress with the causes
of the people especially the peasantry, by taking up their problems.?’” This
effort reached its peak during the election campaign of 1936 and during the
rule of the Congress ministry in 1937-39. There was a rapid expansion in
membership figures which jumped from 12610 in 1937 to 21027 in
1.939,29 a higher increase than any other district in the eastern part of the

United Provinces.

26

Interview, Vishwanath Mardana; Gupta, Durga Prasad, op. cit., p.37.
27

Cittu Pandey, President of District Congress Committee asserted in a meeting at
Rasra, Ballia that Congress is a party of Kisans, Aaj, December 19, 1936.
28 File No. 20(I) of 1937, AICC papers, NMML, New Delhi.

2 File No. C-1 of 1939, AICC papers, NMML, New Delhi.
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The ideological differences in the Congress at the natiohal and
provincial levels Were reflected in the Congress organization in Ballia as
well. In 1934-35, two groups emerged, one consisting of younger leaders of
socialist inclination such as Vishwanath Mardana, Ram Lachan Tiwari,
Mahanand Mishra etc., who associated themselves with Acharya Narendra
Dev and the other around Chittu Pandey who associated with Govind
Ballabh Pant, PD Tandon etc.’® The first group consisted mainly of
younger generation of leaders and drew support mainly from teachers,
students, etc., who were disenchanted with the Gandhian bstrategies and
attracted towards socialist ideas disseminating from big cities like Banaras.
In 1935, these leaders formed the local unit of the Congress Socialist Party.
31 |

Despite differences, both the groups participated in .the election
campaign with the same ﬁgour. By 1940, such groupings were totally ruled
out as Chittu Pandey again became the undisputed leader. qf the District

Congress Committee.

Qaumi Seva Dal

The Qaumi Seva Dal was established in 1938 as a voluntary wing 6f

the Congress and aimed at laying the foundations of a ‘future nationalist

30
31
32

Interview, Paras Nath Mishra,
Interview, Vishwanath Mardana.
Mishra, Paras Nath (ed.), Karmayogi Mahanand Mishra (Lucknow, 1998), p.17.
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militia’.> Its main purpose was to create a dedicated volunteer force which
would go from Villag¢ to village, organizing small camps and meetings, and
undertake -othef organizational activities. |

In Ballia, the Qaumi Seva Dal was organized by the younger
generation of leaders and political activists who had socialist inclinations
such as Mahanand Mishra, Vishwanath Chaube and RajeshWar Tiwari.* As
a result of a vigorous campaign by its organizers, it registered the highest
nurr‘lb'er of volunteers in any dist_rict of the United iﬁ '1939.3 3 Volunteefs of
the Qaumi Seva Dal, comp_bsed mostly of educated youth, who moved from
village to village, .organizing meetings in which they made speeches
emphasizing exploitative nature of British rule and pointing out the
| significance of thé ongoirjg nationalist struggle in simpie laﬁguage. They
also took Prabhat pheris which were very popular and attracted a large |
number of people. | |

There was a ﬁ111 time Qaumi Seva Dal volunteer in almost every
group of two or three villages. He was usually an elderly and educated
peréon of the locality who had a high level of credibility and respect in the
locality. He was affectionately called Volty qua3 7 (volunteer uncle) and his

main work was to address small gatherings in village chaupals and haats,

3 File No.G-2, AICC papers, NMML, New Delhi.

34 Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

» File No. Kw of P-20, 1939, AICC Papers, NMML, New Delhi.

36 Interview, Parasnath Mishra.

37 ‘Kaka’ is a world in local dialect which is used to show respect while addressing
a person of ones’ father’s generation.
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encourage a sense of community by involving people in constructive works
and mobilize people for the_ nationalist cause by making them aware.of
political issues.*®

Because of thé enthusiasm it had succeeded in generating among its
workers, the Qaumi Seva Dal in Ballia had developed into very a strong
organizational force and had recruited the youth on a massive scale.”” These
young people were to provide a cadre of politically trained and dedicated

activists and leaders who played a critical role in the intense political

activism witnessed in the Quit India movement in Ballia.*’

Left Groups

Left oriented political groups and organizations who advocated more
radical programmes focused on peasants in the nationalist struggle were
also ;éﬁ{,e in the district.

A braﬁch'of the Allahabad Kisan Sabha had been set up in Ballia as
early as August 19194 }by the younger Congressmen like Vishwanath
Mardana; Durga Prasad Gupta and others,* to address peasant issues such

as rents and tenancy rights. There is reference to Kisan Sabha meeting

38
39

Interview Vishwanath Chaube.

Chandan Mitra, ‘Popular Uprising in 1942: The Case of Ballia’ in Pandey,
Gyanendra (ed.), The Indian Nation in 1942, (KP Bagchi, Calcutta, 1988),
pp-173-74

Interview, Vishwanath Chaube.

File No.49, January 1920, Home (Pol.) NAI, New Delhi.

Interview Vishwanath Mardana.

40
41
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being organized at Rasra in October 1919, but little information is
available aﬁér that date till we come to 1936-37, when a fresh attempt was
undertaken by some leaders who were dissatisfied with the Congress
programme and felt that the Congress was not taking up agrariaﬁ issues.
During 1937-38, several Kisan conferences were held iﬁ Ballia44.' of which
two were addressed by Swami Sahajanand, noted Kisan Leader, and an |
agitation was launched against ‘foreign zamindar’-landlords who were not
natives of the district in 1937 and it continued till 1938.4

Though these Kisan coriferenpes were quite well attended and they
built support for Kisan Sabha among the rural masses, Kisan Sabha in
Ballia could not develop the strength it had in neighbouring districts of
eastern U.P. such as Ghazipur and Azamgarh or in Bihar. One reason for
this limited popularity of the Kisan Sahba was perhaps that most of the
leaders . of the Kisan Sabha were eqﬁally active in the Congress and
therefdre there was an overlap in the activities of both the organizations."’
Another reasoﬁ for the limited influence of the Kisan Sabha in Ballia
district, which I.have tried to establish in this work, was the specific nature

of agrarian relations of this district, which meant that there was less scope

“ File No.49, January 1920, Home (Pol.), NAI, New Delhi.

“ PALI, 16 June 1938, CID Hgs., Lucknow.

45 PAI, 14 May 1938, CID Hgs. Lucknow.

46 Interview Vishwanath Mardana; Saraswati, Sahjanand, Kisan Sabha Ke
Sansamaran (Patna, 1940), p.73. : '

47 Interview, Vishwanath Mardana.
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for sharp clashes within agrarian society, between zamindars and tenants,
aﬁd for radical demands on agrarian issues*

. Growth of Kisan Sabha was also limited by the vigorous mass
mobilization drivc_: of the Congress and the Qaumi Seva Dal and efforts
made by the Congress leaders to associate with the peasantry*® who perhaps

felt no need for a separate Kisan organization.

Revolutionary Terrorist Groups

As Balli_a'had direct connections with Banaras, which had become a
storm centre of revqlutidnary terrorist activities, as well as with Bengal
which was an old centre of revolutionary terrorism, many young people in
the agé group of 20-25 years and school and college students were attracted
towards these ideas, even though they could never perform any significant
revolutionary terrorists activity in Ballia. An interesting features was that
the leaders of the revolutionéry groups were also simultaneously leaders of
the Congress. For example in 1931, thére is a reference to a revolutionary
organizations called ‘Krantikari Committee’ which was led by Thakur
Jagannath Singh, a prominent Congress leader.’® Its workers distributed a

\

pamphlet titled ‘Mata Ka Pehla aur Doosra Prasad’ during the Civil

4 This argument has already been discussed in previous chapter.

Aaj, 19 December, 1936.

50 Ballia Conspiracy Case, 1931, Collectorate Records Room, Ballia.
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Disobedience movement and there were also som.e .incidents of bomb
throwing.51 |

In 1934, Gokul Das Shastri, who was incharge of the local Gandhi
“Ashram, organized a revolutionary group called ‘Utthan Sangh’. This
group brought out a cyclostyled leaflet titled ‘Jagriti Bharat A2 It was
reported to be influenced by socialist ideology® and was very popular in the
district. It had branches in several localities and villages of the district and
almost all younger leaders of the Congress in the district — Ramlachan
Tiwari, Mahanand Mishra, Baleshwar Singh, Tarkeshwar Pandey and many
others were its members.** However, this group became defunct after arrest
of Gokul Bhai in 1935 under the Arms Act. In 1937, after his release from
jail, Gokul Bhai again, orgamzed a revolutionary group called Mukti
Sadhak Sangh 53

A group consisting of members of the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Army also existed in Ballia. The leaders of ‘this group were
Kamta Singh, Mrigraj Singh and Kapildeo Singh and they were active
mainly in Rasra, ohe of the tehsil headquarters in Ballia district. In contrast
to other revolutionary groups 'who were involved not in action but only in

propagation of the idea of armed revolution, members of this group looted a

5t ibid. ' ’

2 UP, Who’s Who, No.115, 1936, CID Hqs Lucknow

53 Rai, Jharkhande, Bhartiya Krantikari Andolan: Ek Vtshleshan (New Delhl 1981), "
p-108.

Interview, Paras Nath Mishra. -

3 ibid.

54
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Mail Train in Nandganj in neighbouring Ghazipur, in coordination with

local revolutionaries in 1941, ¢

An important fact about the revolutionary
groups in Ballia, which was true for other parts of the couhtry as well”’ is
that though the revolutionary ferrorists propagated use of violence they also
worked within the Gandhian movement simultaneously.’® Almost all the
members of the revolutionary groups were not only members of fhe

Congress organization but also took an active part in Non-cooperation and

Civil Disobedience movements.

II1. Forms of Mobilization
Nationalist leaders had evolved a variety of methods for ensuring
the mass participation. This section presents a brief description of such

methods of mass mobilization with specific reference to Ballia district.

Meeting, Processing and Camps |

Processions and meectings were one of the most common form of
mobilization and participation in the national movement. Procéssions were
taken out to register protests against the administration, against arrests of
leaders, or to celebrate a particular event like victhy in elections or release
of a prominent leader from jail, etc. Usually, after marching through

different parts of the locality, processi{ms culminated in a meeting at a

56

) ‘Nandganj Train Dacoity Case’. RR No.5, CID files, UPSA, Lucknow.
5

Chandra, Bipan, Nationalism and Colonialism in India (Orient Longman, New
Delhi, 1979), p.224. .

5 Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.
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certain place liké an important Chauraha, or Garden where local leaders
and sometimes guest speakers used to address the gathering. In their
speeches, these leaders underlined the responsibility of British rule for the
problems faced by the people and made emotional appeals for joining the
struggle against the British govemment. Leaders used the local language
and popular idioms to convey their message. |

In addition to regular meetings, nationalist leaders particularly those
with socialist leanings, and those bglongihg to the Qaumi Seva Dal,
organized camps in \}iilages, particularly aimed at inculcating nationalist
ideas in .the minds of rural people. Some of these were attended and

addressed by prominent leaders like Swami Sahjanand Saraswati.>

Pf'inted Materials

Printed materialsml became a major instrument of mobilization for
nationalists particularly in the case of Ballia, ‘where the literacy rate was
quite high. Newspapers like ‘Youﬂg India’, ‘Navjeevan’, ‘Leader’,‘ and
particularly the vernacular ones like ‘Aaj’ gave coverage to nationalist
agitations, propagafed the ideas of top leaders, and the spirit of nationalist
struggle. They thus became a major source of mobilizing the masses and

arousing anti-British consciousness. Paras Nath Mishra confirmed that Aaj,

59

Weekly PAIs for 1937-38, CID Hgs. Lucknow; File No.49, January 1920, Homie
(Pol.) NAI, New Delhi; Aqj, Varanasi for this period. -
Printed materials refer to Newspapers and pamphlets.
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the vernacular newspaper published from Banaras, was a major source of
spreading nationalist message among the masses.®'

In addition to the newspapers that emanated from major urban
centres, in Ballia also attempts weré made to publish a number of
newspapers from time to time. ‘Desh Mitra’ was tho first newspaper
reported to be published from Ballia.®? Prabhat (Weekly) was published
during 1932-36 by Durga Prasad Gupta and Vasisht Narain ‘Nirbal’;
‘Sansar’ (Weekly)® by Vasisht Narain ‘Nirbal’; Sangharsh (Weekly), by
Pandit Harihar Sharma and | Ballia Samachar by Ramdéh}in Ojha. In
addition to these newspapers Which propagated the ideas of nationalist
struggle in general, c.ertain revolutionary groups had also made attempts to
publish periodicals to propagate their revolutionary ideals.®* In 1932-34,
Gukul Bhai (organizer of Utthan Sangh, a revolutiOriary group in Ballia)
oublished ‘Jagi‘ati Bharat’®® which had socialist leanings and called for
revolution when the situation became unbearable.*®

| In addition to periodicals and newspapers, pamphlets (printed or

hand written) also had a significant role in spreading the nationalist

61 Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

62 File No. 1012/1930, Police Department, UPSA, Lucknow.

6 Gupta, Durga Prasad, op. cit., pp.72-73.

64 Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

65 UP Who’s Who, No.115,.1936, CID Hgs., Lucknow. Rai, Jharkhande, op. cit. .

66 as a poem written on the head of the papers asserts — a9 9g fe1 WTE 7 @ ofral

S8 1 el @ dier g e
(let everyone have the corn; if you wouldn’t get that, attack on the
establishement)
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T 68

message as their publicatioh and circulation was relatively easier. In Ballia
the nationalists published several pamphlets from time to time and
distributed them in markets, fairs and other gatherinlgs.. ‘Bole le Dhawa’,
‘Gunde Hum Ya Tum’ were a few examples of pamphlets published in
Ballia by Congress leaders Ram Lachan Tiwari and Tarkeshwar Pandey,
who were active in revolutionary organizatiohs as well.?’

The role of printed materials was multiplied by the fact that their -
message was not confined among its readers only but spread to larger

masses through people reading out the contents of the newspapers in public |

places® or just talkir{g about the contents with others.*’

Patriotic Songs

‘Patriotic sdngs (particularly_ in the local diélect) which emphasized
the exploitative character of British rule, glorified the nationalist | éffu‘ggle
and called upon people fo participate in it, becarhe very effective in
c_ommunicatiﬁg the message of nationalisf struggle particularly among rural
masses becaﬁse of their easy. understandability. and their sensitivity to the

local cultural ethos. Nationalist leaders used to sing these patriotic songs in

& Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

Chittu Pandey, local leader of Congress used to read the news articles and
.editorial in the Chowk (a central place in Ballia Town), to transmit it to the
public, Interview Paras Nath Mishra. N

Pandey, Gyanendra, ‘Mobilization in a Mass Movement: Congress ‘Propaganda’
in the United Provinces 1930-34°, Modern Asian Studies, Vol.9, No.2, 1975,
pp.205-206.
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processions, in nationalist camps, at the beginning of meet_:ings,m etc. In
Ballia during Non-Cooperation days Batohiya songs, written by Raghubir
Sgran Singh, in which the exploitative character of the British governmeht
and problems of Indian masses were addressed through a strange traveller
(Batohiya) became very popular and were used by the leaders to arouse the
anti-British feelings of the masses.”' Other types of popular nationalist
songs were Bidesiya, Birha, etc. Considering the significance of the songs
of local dialect in spreading the nationalist message, it may not be out of
context to quote some of them —

A song that invokes the role of Mangal Pandey in the 1857 revolt-

AT 1 HITA UiS B, Fferdel & TADR W3 |

MR &1 YeteH &1 omi, 9ol & qidt R aele |
el & R 1A 93, T+ & He URIE 95d
3MTSTIET &1 qfeTas] WR, HI Uig aferar w3 |

7 fore — T R R, gere, afva) o
AT ADhate], IUH, Bgolel, il &1 Hifd gol 9 |
TR TR H U 31T e, ARG & gadt 1R 5Tfer
IR & Tt TN, SRG—ID A Wi Fafer |2

7 Trieveni Singh, Baleshwar Singh, local Congress Leaders used to sing patriotic

songs in Congress processions, Interview Paras Nath Mishra.
Upadhyaya, Vishwamitra, Lokgeeton Mem Krantzkarz Chetna (Publlcatlon
Division, New Delhi, 1997), p.31. v .

71

& Written by Prasidh Narain Singh.

(The war of ’57 took place and heroes were called to participate in the revolution.
Mangal Pandey from Ballia called upon the patriots from the altar of patriotism

The first rebellion of fame Mangal Pandey moved forward to face the British
troops.

36 .



A ‘Batohiya’ song which underlines the gfeatness of the motherland-

R, G A IR & A
AR U 99 29 Wig ¥ geifzan |
TP §R 2R IH &9 &) gaaar |
{F gR Ry IR "&19 ¥ geifan |
T SIg 91 ¥ 9eiE) 25 <R arres
STEd] G DIgcl It Y eI |
o= G N1 RA & AT o
AR U 99 YR X FeIfe T |
TR STHAAT & ST a9
o], AT oevTd X FeNfRar

A song that underlines the poverty and starvation of Indian people

under British government and praises the role.of great leaders like Gandh1

and Nehru —

21 el e B e Y o
mzﬁ_aﬁﬁm BIS TS el 8 fagRman |

73

‘

He was immediately shot and sacrificed his life for motherland.

Mangal Pandey sacrificed his life on the of altar freedom.

The spark which emanated from the ashes of the pyre of this revolutlonary,
Became a fireball and spread in all directions.

This ignited such a fire of revolution in each and every house,

That entire Birtish troops from Barracks of Barrackpur fled away

And the sleeping destiny of India was awakened).

Written by Raghuvir Saran Singh:-

(India is a beautiful land, brother

And my life lies in the valleys of snow, O traveller!

One entrance Ram (God) has surrounded by a snow watchman (Himalaya),
And Sea surrounded the three other entrances, O traveller!

. Go, go and see India"
- Where Indian cuckoos warble, O traveller!
_ India is a beautiful land, brother’

And my life lies in the holy currents of Ganges, O traveller!
In the shining water of Ganges and Yamuna
The shining Sun is rippling O traveller!)
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Another song calls for a sécialist revolution —
hafi & & R, 8 one tern &) q |
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S.ocial Cere}monial Gatherings
Social ceremonial gatherings like fairs, haats (rﬁarkets in the
countryside) provided a épaée for communicﬁtion which was used by
nationalist leaders. Political workérs, especially volunteers of the Qaumi

Seva Dal would go to these gatherings, 'give speeches, distribute leaflets and

convey their message in personal conversation. In Ballia a huge annual

™ .(In your rule, we have become bankrupt, O foreigner!

Where we were eating lavish foods in golden plates
Even wooden plates have become difficult, O foreigner!
Today Indians are starving for food,
And even the dogs of London are enjoying, O foreigner !
If Asoka and Candragupta would come to our country
They would shed tears by seeing the condition, O foreigner!
May our great leaders Gandhi and Jawahar live for ages
Who resolve the problems of us poor, O foreigner!)

& Written by Prabhunath Mishra: -

(Let’s take the spark from the hamlets

and spread the fire of revolution. -~

Burn the pyre of imperialism -

And make the world egalitarian).

* T owe my thanks to Rashmi for the translatlons
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cattle fair known as Dadri Mela was organized every year which was used
by the nationalists for communicating their rﬁessage. To cite an exarhple,
Bharatendu Harishchandra, a famous nationalist Hindi writer of Banaras
was called to address a meeting in Dadr_i Mala, long back iﬁ 1883. In this
meeting he gave his famous speech ‘Bhatvarshonnati Kaise Ho Sakti Hai>
(How can India Make Progress) in which he criticized the British
government for the pitiable condition of India and called for formation of a

national identity.”®

Prabhat Pheris

Prabhat Pheris was a unique form for the dissemination of
nationalist ideas.‘ In Prabhat Pheris bands of men, women and children went
around varidus localitics at dawn, singing nationalist songs.”’ These songs
emphasized the exploitative éhéracter of British rule and urged people to -
participate in the nationalist struggle. In Ballia, Qaumi Seva Dal workéré
organized Prabhat Pheris on a regular basis in almost every locality and it
be¢amé a major instrument in communicating naﬁonalist messages among

the masses and in attracting them towards the nationalist struggle.

76
77

Dalmia, Vasudha; op.cit., p.21.
Bipan Chandra et al., India’s Struggle for Independence (Penguin, New Delhi,
1989), p.279.
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Gandhi Ashrams

Gandhi Ashrams which were set up throughout the country for
grassroot level constructive work on Gandhian principles, such as spinning
and promotion of Khadi, education of rural masses, boycott of foreign cloth
etc., pr(.)videdv a well organized institutional network for mobilization work.
The Gandhi Ashram served as a fallying point for political activists where
they discussed political issues and plahned the future coufse of action. It
became a training ground for political activists and helped them to develop
bonds with the masses who were hitherto untouched by nationalist politics.
In Ballia, a Gandhi Ashram under the charge of Ramjas Bhai and Gokul
Bhai was assoqiated not only with the constructive work but became.an
organizing centre for a variety of forms of political action including the
revolutionary stream.”® Its svecretary Gokul Bhai himself was the organigg_of

a revolutionary groups ‘Utthan-Sangh’.””

s Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

7 UP who’s who, No.115, 1936, CID Hgs. , Lucknow.
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THE QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT IN BALLIA

The summer of 1942 saw both the nationalist leaders and the Indian
people embittered and frustrated. The failure of the Cripps’ Mission made it
clear to the leaders of the Congress and to the Indian masses as well that the
British government was not willing to make any significant concession
which would bring independence closer. Popular discontent, which was a
product of the gradually deteriorating condition of the Indian masses under
British rule compounded by the immediate war crisis, was also aggravated
by the news of British withdrawals from South-East Asia and Burma and
the impending collapse of British authority. It was against this backdrep
that the Indian leaders began to feel that the time has come for a final and
decisive assault oﬁ the citadel of British imperialiem in India. This was aim
at ‘nothing less than freedom’,' as the Draft Reeeiﬁtion for the Congress
Working Committee asserted ‘the only cure for this intolerable state of
affairs is that the British Rule in India should end forthwith’.? Congress
formally accepted the idea of launching a struggle in the Working
Committee meeting on 14 July and, as before, left it to Gandhi to determine
the appropriate time and form of stfuggle.. Finally, it was the historic

Congress meeting at Bombay on 8 August at which Gandhi called for a

Speech of Mahatma Gandhi at AICC meeting, Bombay, 8 August, 1942, Collected
Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Ahmedabad, Vol. LXXV], p. 392 (hereafter CWMG).

1.

" Draft Resolution for Congress Working Committee, date 9 July 1942, CWMG,
Vol.LXXVI, p.283
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mass movement on the widest scale possible.. To quote Jawaharlal Nehru,
‘(it) is not going to be a movement for a few days, to be suspended and
talked over. It is going to be a fight to the .ﬁnish’.3 All this generated
unprecedented enthusiasm among the people. Following Gandhi.’s famous
exhortation — ‘Do or Die’, large sections of the Indian masses revolted
against British authority. The movement which started in big cities vand
towns as a reaction against the large scale arrests of lgaders and the
‘repressive activities of the British government, swept across the country. In
this tremendous mass upsurge, people devisedv a variety of ways to record
their protest. These included attacks on symbols of British authority,
hoisting of the Congress flag on government buildings, disruption of means
of commﬁnication in order to stop the functioning of the British
government, etc.

.The revolt was very intense in the Eastern part of thé United
Provinces —. Azamgarh, Ghazipur, Gorakhpur and Ballia where | the
movement aﬁained the prdportions of a rebellion.’ Ballia, which is the focus

of this study, became one of the storm centres of the uprising. A parallel

Jawaharlal Nehru’s Speech at AICC session, Bombay. 8 August 1942, SWJN, Vol.
XII, p. 457.

The Full quotation is “Here is a mantra, a short one, that [ give you. You may imprint
it on your hearts and let every breath of yours give expression to it. The mantra is :
‘do or die’. We shall either free India or die in the attempt; we shall not live to see the
perpetuation of our slavery”, CWMG, Vol.LXXVI, p. 392.

Chandra Bipan, et. al., India’s Struggle for Independence, (Penguin, New Delhi,
1989),p. 462.
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government was established by nationalists and Ballia was totally cut off
from rest of the country for about ten days.

This éhapter has been divided into Mo parts. In tﬁe first part, a
narrative account has been presented of the events which 0ccﬁrfed in Ballia
district during the August 1942 uprising while in the second part certain
formulations relating to patterns of mass mobilization, nature of leadership,
nature of mass action and .thc mass character of the nationalist movements

have been examined in the light of the evidence from Ballia.’

I. Narrative

Ballia responded to the call of ‘Quit India’ and the news of
incarceration of top Congress _lea‘ders on 8 Auglist itself through established
methods of protest against the British government i.e., through processions,
closing of shops, schools,? ."g;)vernment offices etc.” On 10 August a huge
procession was taken out in Bailia town under the leadérship Qf the local
Congréss leader, Ram Anant Pandey and the Communist leader,
Vishwanath Mardana, who .célled upon people to participate in processions
and strikes in lérge numbers and boycott all government institutions —

courts, offices, schools etc.® On 12 August one such procession was

¢ FRUP, August II, 1942 File No. 18/8/42, Home (Pol.), NAI, New Delhi.

‘Several processions were taken out between 9 August 13, inspite of a prohibition on
such activities under section 144 Criminal Procedure Code’, FRUP, August II, 1942,
file No. 18/8/42 Home (Pol.) NAI, New Delhi (hereafter FRUP August II).

Gupta, Durga Prasad, op.cit., p.85; Interview Vishwanath Mardana.
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dispersed by a brutal lathi charge-by authorities.’ A large number of peoplc
took part iq these processions including students, teéchers, advocates and
merchants. Women took out a procession against_ the action of the
governmént on 13 August'®. The authorities made an attempt to repress
such peaceful protests by‘imposin.g section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (which prohibits any mass activity), lathi charges on peaceful
demonstrators, arrests at large scale and even firing on one occasions 15
August."

This type of peaceful protest continued and the general law and order
situation in the district was not yet very serious till the arrival of an "Azad
train’ carrying students from Banaras on 14 August'®. These students
brought the information about the intensel opposition ‘to the British
government in other parts of fhe country which was taking the form of
sabotage activities, disruption of the functioning of government machinery,
disruption of communications by cutting telegraph wires, uprooting railway
tracks and digging roads, etc. Along Wit-h them came the rumour of the
impending collapse of British rule. Both the news and the rumour spread

like wildfire in the entire district and created a situation which can be best

’  FRUP, August II.

Hallet to Linlithgow, 17 September, 1942, Linlithgow Papers, Microfilm, NMML,
New Delhi. ' N '
1 FRUP, August II.

‘The Congress Rebellion in the United Provinces 1942’; a published report on 1942
disturbances in UP, Lucknow, 1943 in R/3/1/359 Microfilm, NAI, New Delhi
(hereafter Congress Rebellion 1942).
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described in the following statement : ‘every soul of the locality .was
moving in an air which contained the scent of rebellion and antagonistic
emotions’."® It changed the coﬁrse of the ongoing anti Brifish agitation.
Soon the entire district reported widespread attacks on railway stations,
police stations and post offices, uprooting of railway tracks, cutting of
telegraph wires and digging of roads at several places. The climax was the
establishment of a parallel government in the district.

To give a more comprehensive picture of the heroic struggle of the
peoplé of Ballia during the 1942 movement, let us take a look at some of

the important incidents that took place in Ballia -

Events at Bilthara Road
The first incident occurred at Bilthara Road, a railway station

situated on the train route from Banaras to Gorakhpur. Here the railway 
statioﬁ was at-tacked,.the afmy supply train was looted and the post ofﬁce

was burnt.'* In this incident the mob was led by Paras Nath Mishra, son of
an influential local schoolmaster'® and a student of Banaras Hindu

University, who left his studies and returned to his native place, as done by

other students who retumed to their homes and spread the message of the

revolt. Paras Nath Mishra was active in nationalist politics earlier despite

Report of Sub Inspector Murtaza Hussain, Police Station Ubhaon in ‘Prosecution case
against S.I. Murtaza Hussain’, Sessions Court Records Room, Ballia.

Case No.10, 1943, Sessions Court Records Room, Ballia.

Statement of Jagannath Pandey in ‘Banaras Sabotage Case’, File no. 13/1/1942, CID
Files, UPSA, Lucknow.
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his young age he had taken part in the Qaumi Sewa Dal camps in 1940 in
Ballia and gone to villages to spread the message of anti-British struggle.'®
Paras Nath arrived in his village on 13 A\igust with the intention that
something should beAdone at the local level to challenge British authority
and spread the rebellion in the countryside. He went to ‘Dambar Baba’s
Fair’, a local fair and weeidy market, where people were already agog with
the news, mixed with rumour of incidents of attacks on symbols of British
authority in the neighbouring district of Banaras and Azam>garh. When
Paras Nath reached the fair, people gathered around him as he was coming
from Banaras andvtherefore could provide a first hand account about events
happening there. Paras Nath addressed the gathering and called upon the -
people to assemble at the railway statioh next momihg, ie., 14 A'ugust.and
destroy}the railway station in order to disrupt communiéations and paralyze
the functioning of the government. His speech exacerbated the existing
discontent of the ‘people and the meeting ended with slogans like station
phoonk do (burn the station), and Angrez bhag gayaa (The .Britishers have
fled).!” Next day, people- assembled at the railway station in an excited
mood. It was a coincidence that a train, hijacked by students who were on
their way to spread the message of rebellion, reached the station at the same

time'®. The speeches made by the students travelling on this ‘Azad’ train

' Interview, Paras Nath Mishra

]7 oy o
ibid. ‘
18 Case No.10, 1943, Sessions Court Record Room, Ballia.
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calling for an attack on every symbol of British authority fuelled the fire of
rebellion in the minds of the mob and they started destroying the station
building. The mob uprooted tracks, broke signal lights and other control
mechanisms."” After destroying the station building, one section of the mob
proceeded to the local post-office under the leadership of Paras Nath Mishra
and Devnath Updadhyaya, where they burnt all the stamps stationery and
furniture. The building was not set afire as the post-office was operatirig
from private premises.”’ While others were still busy destroying the railway
station building, an army supply train carrying sugar, arrived at the station
and -instantaneously the assembled people broke open the doors of the
wagons and started looting the sugar.?! This continued throughout the day.
After the attack on the railway station building and the post ofﬁce,
Paras Nath Mishra and his: associates, Devnath Upadhyay, Harcharan Lal,
Jagannath Pandey and others planned more systematic-attacks on symbols
of British authority but they fled when they got the news about the arrival of
army troops from the neighbouring district of Azamgarh. While being
underground, they proceeded to the district headquarters in Ballia and on
the way, talked to people about the rebellion in villages and motivated them

to participate in the struggle to overthrow British authority.?

ibid; interview, Paras Nath Mishra
0 ibid.
2 ibid.
2 ibid.
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Events at Rasra

As the news of widespread attacks on symbols of British authority in
neighbouring localities reached Rasra, a small town and .tehsil headquarter,
the people of the area were agitated and started planning attacks on
government buildings and ways of paralyzing the functioning of the British
government. On 17" August, a huge crowd, under the leadership of Thakur
Hargovind Singh, who was a local landlord and prominent Congress leader,
assembled outside Rasra railway station and started demolishing the station
building. They damaged the control room, cut the telegraph wires, broke all
the lamps and glass panes, burnt all the furniture and tickets, damaged the
goods shed and set afire a portion of the station building.” .

After destroying the station, the mob prdceeded to the tehsil
buildihg, where the tehsildar urged them not to damage the tehsil building
and records. He donned a Gandhi cap and hoisted the Congress flag oh the
Tahsil building. Thereafter the crowd hoisted the Congress flag on the
police station.?* After hoisting the Corigress ﬂag on the tehsil and the
police-station, thé crowd went to the adjacent compound of a local
merchant, Gulab Chand but their purpose in doing so is a matter of
controversy. Court records assert that the crowd entered the compound to

loot the godowns of the Imperial Bank and other merchants.” In contrast as

% Ordinance Case No.18, 1942 Cases, File No. KW to 3/80, NAL New Delhi. -
z“ Criminal Case No. 26, 1942 Cases, File No. KW to 3/80/42, NAI, New Delhi.
> ibid. :
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one of the participants recalls that they went to take rest and decide the
future course of action, on the invitation of the owner’s younger brother.?
Whatever be the motive of the crowd, Gulabchand called the police. The
police force which had already faced humiliation because of the successful
flag hoisting by the mob on the police station, cordoned oft the compound
(which was enclosed with boundary wall on all sides, except one) and

opened fire,”’ causing at least twenty deaths.*®

Attack on Ratanpura Railway ‘Station

On 16" August, a huge crowd attacked the railway statidn at
Ratanpura, a small town near Rasra. The assembled people broke the
signalling system é.nd lamps of the station, sprinkled kerosene oil on papers
and furniture and burnt them and set afire the station building. Meanwhile, a
goods train came to the station. The mob attacked this train too. They
damaged the lamps of the engine and attempted to ransack the wagons but

the armed guards of the train started firing, which caused the mob to flee.”

Events at Bansdih
Another event in the series which marked the erosion of authority of
the British Raj in the countryside of U.P. occurred at Bansdih, tehsil

headquarters. Following the news of the destructive activities challenging

26
27
28
29

Interview, Yusuf Qureshi.

Criminal Case No.26, 1942 Cases, File No. KW to 3/80/42, NAI, New Delhi.
Govind Sahai, 1942 Rebellion, (Rajkamal, New Delhi, 1947), p.221.
Ordinance Case No.27, 1942 Cases, File No. KW to 3/80/42, NAI, New Delhi.
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the British authority in the other parts of the district, Gajadhar Sharma, the
President -of the Tehsil Congress Committee, addressed meetings at various
places in the locality in which he announced the collapse of the British Raj
and called upon the masses to attack and destroy the police station and
tehsil building.*® On the morning of 18 August, a huge crowd of about 15 to
20 thousand, under the leadership of Gajadhar Lohar, RajeshWar Chaubey,
Suraj Singh, etc., attacked the pelice station. The station officer of the
police station donned a Gandhi cap and hoisted the Congress flag on the
building of the police station. Then the mob attacked the building and burnt
the records kept:in the building. *' vAfter that the crowd proceeded to the
tehsil building which was adjacent to the police station.

There the mob ransacked the tehsil building and burnt every record
in the record room of the tehsil. After destroying the record room the crowd
broke open the treasury and looted approximately 15000 rupees,’” which
was kept by the leaders to be used for organizing further activities, after
distributing a minor share to some policemen.® Thereafter, a parallel
administration was set up and Gajadhar Sharma was installed as ‘Swaraj
Tehsildar’. He ordered the dismissal of government employees and fixed

the prices of foodgrains in the local market.** This attempt to establish a

30
31
32
33

Case No.31, Political Cases of 1942, Collectorate Records Room, Ballia.

Ordinance Case No.36, 1942 Cases, File No.KW to 3/80/42; NAI, New Delhi.

Hallet to Linlithgow, 17 September 1942, Linlithgow papers, NMML, New Delhi.
Ordinance Case No. 36, 1942 Cases, File No KW to 3/80/42 NAI, New Delhi; Case
No. 31, Collectorate Records Room, Ballia

Zaidi, A. Moin, The Wayout to Freedom, (Orientalia, New Delhi, 1973), p.201.
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parallel govérnment expressed the ultimate goal of the masses, viz., to
overthrow the British government. It was to be the forerunner of what was
going to happen at the district headquarters the following day.

One significant point to mark in the Bansdih incidents was the
collusion between lower officials of the government and the nationalists. In
the Bansdih incidents Naib Tehsildar, Lal Bahadur Singh, supported the
action of crowd and Naib Nazir Mohammad Moin provided important

information to the leaders.*’

Attack on Bairia Police Station

On 15 August, a huge crowd of thousands of people attacked the
police station at Bairia where the station officer himself hoisted the
~ Congress ﬂég on the building and réquested the leaders of the crowd to give
him some time to vacate the police station.

But as the crowd dispersed, the station officer removed the Congress
flag from the poiice station. When people came to know about this, they
were égitated and decided to attack the police station again. On 18" Aﬁgust
a huge crowd of about fifteen thousand people attacked the police station
under the leadership of Shivdarshan Singh, Chandrika Rai, Dharichan Koiri
and others. People forcibly entered into the police station and started

destroying it. It was then that the station officer ordered firing. Several

3% Case No.31, Collectorate Records Room, Ballia
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people got injured and some even died but the enthusiasm of the maéses
was still at ifs peak. Théy showed great courage and willinghess to sacrifice
even their life for Athc nationalist cause and continued their efforts to capture
the police station. A youth died in police ﬁrihg wh“ile trying to hoist the
tricolour flag on the top of the building.*® Despite the heavy rain the
assembled people continued to ring a cordon around the police station but
sometime around midnight the station officer, along with his man fled. Next
morning, when people came to know about the escape of the policemen,
they further damaged the building, destroyed furniture and set the building

afire.’’

Attack on Sikandarpur Police Station

On 22™ Augusf, a large crowd of about ten thousand peopie attacked
the local post office under the leadership of 1ocal Congressmen, Hira Réi;
Gauri Shankar Rai, Jaldhari Singh, etc.3® Thereafter the mob proceeded to
capture the police station.. There they occupied the house of the station
officer, and damaged the police station and residential quarters located
within its premises. The station officer surrendered to the crowd and fled.

Thereafter the mob sprinkled kerosene oil on the building and burnt it.**

36
37
. 38,
39

. Interview, Shivdarshan Singh’
Records in Register No. 8, of Bairia Police Station, Ballia.
Interview Hira Rai.
ibid.; Register No.8 of Sikandarpur Police Station, Ballia.
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Liberation of BaHia — Establishment of “Swaraj Sarkar’

The culmination of widespread attacks on the symbols of British
authority in U.P. countryside was witnessed in the massive attack on the
district headquarters, the resultant surrender on the part of ‘the authorities
and the establishment of paraHel government on 19 August at Ballia. Those
who had taken to lead in the sabotage activities in the countryside now
called upon people tq proceed to the district headquarters. As a result, huge
crowds converged on Ballia by 19 August.*® Their unprecedented victoriéé
over British authority in the countryside enthused the people of the town
who were already in a militant mood. This situation was aggravated by
widespread rumour about the collapse of the British government in other
parts of the country and about the establishment of ‘Cbngress Raj>*! in the
coming days.

Considering the seriousness of the situation and the evident collapse
of thel administrative structure in the countryside, the District Magistrate,
J.C. Nigam, set‘up an advisory committee — comprising of the loyalists, rich
men of the district like Rai Bahadur Kashi Nath Mishra and urged the

imprisoned President of the District Congress Committee Chitu Pandey, to

assist the govemfnent in controlling the violent outbreaks.” This was

" Interview, Paras Nath Mishra, Vishwanath: Chaube, Vishwanath Mardana and Hira

Rai.

' Congress Rebellion 1942,

2 ibid.
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refused by Chittu Pandey who, in turn, demanded the release of all political
prisoners.* The dilemma faced by the administration finally ended on 19"
August, when huge crowds converged on the town from various parts of the
district, assembled outside the District Jail and demanded the immediate
release of all political prisoners. The district Magistrate, who was already in
a state of distress because of the widespread rumour about the end of the
rule of the British government and the news of the capture of government
establishments in th¢ countryside, realfzed the limitations of any resistance
to the actions of the crowdvand ordergd the burning of currency nofes worth
about four and a half lakh rupees # and released all the political prisoners.
After release from jail, these leaders particularly Chittu Pandey, the
President of the District Congress Committee assumed the leadership of the
crowd and led a procesSion, to Ballia'Town Hall where a meeting was
held.*’ This meeting was‘ addressed by Chittu Pandey, Radha Mohan Singh
and Ram Govind Singh, all prominent leaders of the Congress. At the same
time, a part of the crowd attacked- the houses of three deputy magistrates,.
the city munsif and two loyalist rich men and brunt the two police outposts
in Okedeganj and Japlinganj in the city."® After the meeting, the

establishment of a parallel government (Swaraj Sarkar) was announced

43
44
45
46

Interview, Vishwanath Chaube.
File No.KW to 3/15/43, Home (Pol.), NAI, New Delhi.
Ordinance Case No.1, 1943, File No. KW to 3/80/42, Home (Pol.) NAI, New Delhi.

ibid., Hallet to Linlithgow, 17 September 1942, Linlithgow Papers, NMML, New
Delhi.

7 FRUP August IT; Congress Rebellion 1942.
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and Chittu Pandey was installed as the District Magistrate (Swaraj
Jiladhish) of Ballia district. Chittu Pandey declared that now all the
territory south of the main railway line in Ballia was under the Swaraj
government and that all complaints and disputed matters should be brought
to him.¥ After announcing the establishment of an independent
government, Chittu Pandey called upon the people to restere order in the
district by refraining from sabotage actinities and urged people to go back
to their homes as Swaraj had been achieved48. Though few younger leaders
among the .gathering who represented the more .'radical stream of nationalist
struggle, showed their disagreement with the way Chittu Pandey had
concluded the upsurge because they nad felt that it was the right occasion f-o
overthrow the British government eompletely49, the crowd which was in a
mood tov go to any extent and to make any sacrifice in order to .end the
British government, simply_dispersed following the call of Chittu I}’andey.5 0
This marked the climax of the great anti-Britieh uprisings of 1942 in
Ballia district. But this was not the end of the rnovement and nationalisfs of
this district continued to challenge British authority by carrying on

underground activities.

48

Ordinance Case No.1, 1943, file No. KW to 3/80/42, Home (Pol.) NAI, New Delhi.
“ In words of Mahanand Mishra, ui¢ @el s R [Pandey (Chittu Pandey) has

" ruined the game] Mishra, Paras Nath (ed.), Karmayogi Mahanand Mishra,
(Lucknow, 1998), p.19.
TInterview, Paras Nath Mishra.
This account of underground activities is based mainly on oral testimonies of the
participants. Interviews, Paras Nath Mishra,Vishwanath Mardana, Vishwanath
Chaube, Ramgovind Lal and others. ’
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Underground Activities™'

After the establishment of the Swaraj government distriét at the
headquarters, a few young leaders .like Paras Nath Mishra , Vishwanath
Chaube, Mahanand Mishra and some others decided to capture the police
étations and othef government establishments which were left untouched
during the earlier upsurge. Therefore, they formed groups and proceedéd to
different areas. On, 21% August, a crowd under the leadership of Mahanand
Mishra and Vishwanath Chaube captured the Garwar police station,
hoisted the Congress flag on it and looted a gun from there. On the
following day, i.e., 22" August, Mahanand Mishra and Vishwanath Chaube
went to Haldharpur where they led the mob which attacked Haldharpur
police station. Aﬁgr capturing Garwar and Haldharpur police stations they
decided to capture Ubhaon police station near Bilthara Road where the
railwa’y‘ station and post-office had already been destroyed. When the crowd
was proceeding towards Ubhaon police station, they encountered some
policemen who were coming from the Turtipar side; Though the crowd
faced the polic'e firing with great courage initially, after some time they
decided to withdraw. Therefore the plan to‘capt'ure Ubhaon police station
could not be implemented. In this incident three persons died due to police

firing.

52 This news letter carried a slogan, Kranti Ke Saida Bano Aur Kaumy Diwane Bano Lal

Kar Do Sari Dunia Aise Mardane Bano

56



To spread the message of nationalist struggle and to keep the spirit of
rebellion alive in the minds of people, nationalist Ieadersb who went
underground after the arrival of the army in Ballia, published and circulated
pamphlets and néwsletters. Ram Lachan Tiwari, Ram Anant ‘Pandey and
Triveni Singh circulated a lithographed newsletter, ‘Gunde Hum Ya Tum’
in which they reported the news of brutal suppressive activities of the
British army in the district and gave a call for a total revolution.’” They also
planned some armed attacks but because of the arrests of some key persons
this plan could ‘no_t be implemented.53 Though these underground activists
could not stage any significant assault on British authority except a few
sporadic incidents, they continued 1in their effo_rté for quite a long time. In
early January 1943 they planned to attack police stations and other
government offices. In one such attempt they burnt the govei'nment high

school on 8 the January 1943.%*

Aftermath
The widespread mass upsurge, attacks on symbols of British
authority and disruption of means of communication during the August

rebellion led to virtual end of British rule in Ballia district. The district was

* FRUP, October I, File No. 18/10/42, Home (Pol), NAI, New Delhi.
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Ordinance Case No. 14 of 1943, File No. KW to 3/80/42. Home (Pol.), NAI, New
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completely ‘cut off from the outside world for about ten days.55 This
rebeilion was not confined to Ballia only. It raged in other districts of the
region also with almost the same intensity. The communication links of the
- eastern part of the province with the rest of U.P. broke down. U.P.
Governor Mauriée Hallett reported to the Viceroy, Linlithgow, that
‘Culverts had daméged, roads were digged, almost every railway station
between Banaras and Ballia had been damaged’.*®

As thé news about the seriousness of the rebellion in Ballia and in
the eastern part of the province (which included the neighbouring districts
of Ghazipuf, Azamgarh, Gorakhpur) reached the higher authorities, they
sent large military reinforcements towards this region with special powers
vested in the officers. The first military tréops under the charge of
Additional District Magistrate of Gorakhpur reéched Ballia on 22" August
from Mau.’’ On .the next dziy, Marsh Smith, Additional DIG of Police
reached Ballia by river after brutal suppression of the rebellion in
Ghazipur’® When Marsh Smith reached Ballia town, he found the situation

1.59

totally peaceful.”” He reported that ‘villages and town in which outrages had

occurred were more or less deserted and that leaders and miscreants had

> FRUP, August II,

56" Hallet to Linlithgow, 17 September, 1942, Linlithgow Papers, NMML, New Delhi.
7 FRUP, August II _

% FRUP, August II, ; FRUP September II.

*®  Congress Rebellion 1942.
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retreated into the interior and possibly Bihar’.® A second military
reinforcement reached Ballia on 26" August under the charge of M.B.H.
Nethersole, Additional Secretar}; to thé U.P. Government. Nethersole and
Marsh Smith unleashed severe repression in the district, arrested thousands
of people, ordered brutal lathi charges and firing at éome places which
resulted in several people being injured and some deaths. Military troops
iooted and burnt several houses and villages. They appropriated the civil
authority and collective fine of about 50000 rupees was imposed én the
local populace, which was collected immediately by the revenue staff.®!
After these repressive measures in Ballia town the army proceeded to the
countryside where the similar acts of brutality were repeated. Finally, with
this brutal and all-out repression, the British government succeeded in

‘restoration of law and order’ in Ballia. |

II. Analysis
1. Why movement could not last longer in Ballia

After the establishment of a parallel government in Ballia, Chittu
Pandey, the president of the District Congress Committee, urged the people
to return to their homes and refrain from any sort of destructive activities. |

There after, the district suddenly became quiet and when the military troops

% Hallet to Linlithgow, telegram date 29 August 1942, Linlithgow Papers, NMML,

New Delhi. .
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came, they faced little resistance. This helped them to re-establish their
authority in a very short time, unlike Satara and Midnapur where the
nationalists were able to pose a significant challenge to British authority for
a much longer period of time.

Different. explanations have been advanced by scholars for this.
Henningham® attributes it to the dual nature of the rebellion, while Mitra®
piﬁs responsibility on the leaders and the limited nature of the mass
mobilization carried out by them prior to thé movement.

The narrative account of the 1942 rebellion in the preceding section
of this chapter refutes not only the argument about the duality of the |
movement®® but also seriously questions ‘the lim}ité_ltions of mobilization’
- argument. The leaders brdught about an end to the movement because, after
the symbolic seizure of power, there was nothing more left to do. Further,
the continuation of destructive activities, could have led to chaos and
anarchy which would have not only sullied the image of the nationalist
struggle but also given the authorities an excuse for brutal repressiqn.
Leaders did not call for any direct challenge to the military, because they

had realized their limits — an unarmed crowd of whatever numerical

62 Henningham, Stephen, ‘Quit India in Bihar and the Eastern United Provinces : The

Dual Revolt’ in. Guha, Ranajit (ed.), Subaltern Studies, Vol. 1I, (OUP, New Delhi,
1983), p.164. _

Mitra, Chandan, ‘Popular Uprising in1942 : The Case of Ballia’ in Pandey,
Gyanendra (ed.); The Indian Nation in 1942, (KP Bagchi, Calcutta, 1988), p.180.
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strength and enthusiasm could not confront army trobps and any such
attempt would inevitably result in massive causalities for the Indian people.
However, even if the confrontation between military troops and
underground activists, is taken to be the yardstick of the success, Ballia did
not ‘lay prostrate’.®> At several places like Ubhaon, and Charaon, the
nationalists confronted the military troops, attacked on them and attempted
to sabotage government installations, however sporadfcally. Police stations

of Ubhaon and Sikandarpur were attacked only after the arrival of the

military in Ballia district.

2. Was the movement a spontaneous outburst or an organfzed rebellion

The response to the Quit India call is generally characterized as a
spontaneous} outburst since it was instantaneous and almost all the leaders
even af ldééi levels were in jail.66 To quote Francis G. Hutchins, ‘The
August uprising was spontaneous’®’ and ‘occurred without the lead given
by urban and intellectual elements’.®® Such a formulation is historically
erroneous as it emphasises. immediate organizational efforts and denies the
significance of the mobilization of masses carried out by the leaders and

nationalist organisations over many years to prepare them for the anti-
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o Mitra, Chandan, op. cit., p.180; Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.

In Ballia, all the prominent leaders of Congress except Thakur Radha Mohan Singh
were in jail by May 1942. Interviews Vishwanath Mardana, Vishwanath Chaube.
Hutchins, Francis G.,Spontaneous Revolution:The Quit India Movement, (Manohar,
New Delhi, 1971), p.290.

Hutchins, Francis G., India’s Revolution : Gandhi and the Quit India Movement,
(Cambridge, 1973), p. 227.
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British struggle. It is true that the element of spontaneity was noticeable in

Quit India movement and the broader programmes of ma{iss protest were not

chalked out by leaders, b¢cause of their arrests before the formal launch of

the movement. But this time the spontaneity in popular action had the facit

approval of leaders,” as this passage from the Draft Resolufion, passed by
AICC on 8 August 1942, illustrates: |

A time may come when it may not be possible to issue

instructions or for instructions to reach our people , and

when no Congress Committee can function. When this

happens........ Every Indian who desires freedom and

strives for it must be his own guide.”

Events that took place at Ballia during the 1942 upsurge particularly
at Bilthara Road, Bansdih, Rasra and several other places, exhibit the
element of organization explicitly. The narrative account of these events in
the earlier section of this chapter reveals that the attacks on railway stations,
police stations and other symbols of British authority were planned, albeit
only a day or two in advancé. Oral testimonies of participants also reveal
the planning and coordination behind such act‘ivities. During the days of the
upsurge, these political activists organized sabotage activities and urged the

people to take part in them. Usually they visited village chaupals at night or

early in the morning or went to village markets, delivered short but

% Chandra Bipan et al., op. cit., p. 469.

" CWMG, Vol. LXXVI, p.461.
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provocative speeches, described the course of action to be taken and quickly
disappeafed.”

The planning and coordination which took place in Ballia during
1942 movement defies the spontaneity thesis quite explicitly. Therefore, it
is not histori;:ally very appropriate to Qall the Quit India movement as a

spontaneous rebellion.

III. Mass Character of the Movement

The Quit India movement marked unprec‘ede‘nted levels of mas§
participation cutting across all the svocio-economic_and ideological barriers.
The heightened leyels of nationalist consciousness and the ultimate desire
of freedom from British rule bridged all the gaps among the people and they
participated in the Quit India movement in an untidily manner without a
single expression of any dissent in order to overthrow British rule.

In Ballia,. the Quit India movement enjoyed the active support of
every section of society and political group whether it was upper castes or
lower castes, landIOrds, tenants, elder generation or youth, students,
teachers, government employees, businessmen, women — all participated iﬂ
the every form of protest — whether it was peaceﬁll procession or attacks on
symbols of British authority or other ‘violent’ forms of protest. However,

the evidence indicate that the movement had a mass character.

" Interviews Paras Nath Mishra, Vishwanath Chaube, Vishwanath Mardana.
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Ballia had witnessed extensive students’ participation in the
nationalist struggle since the days of the Non-Cooperation movement and
Civil Disobedience movement which became prominent during Quit India
movement. Students were in the forefront of every anti British activity
during the Quit India movement-whether is was spreading the message of
the rebellion or. drawing up programmes or even providing leadership.”
They played a very important role in spreading the call for insurgency in the
countryside”™ Large numbers of students particularly from Banaras Hindu -
University and Kashi Vidyapeeth from Banaras decided to go to villages
and small towns to organize anti British activities and called upon the
masses to attack. government installations. VA unique and an effective
method ﬁsed by them was ‘.Azad Trains’: Students managed special trains
and after hoisﬁng the Congress ﬂdg on them, took them to the countryside.
They stopped at eVery wayside station and encouraged the people to rise in
revolt against British domination. The arrival of these ‘Azad Trains’
brought inspiring news about disturbaﬁces from other parts and enthused

- the people for rebellion.”

2 ‘paras Nath Mishra, a student of BHU., led the crowd which attacked the railway
station and post office at Bilthara Road. Interview Paras Nath Mishra; Case No.10 of
1943, Collectorate Records Room, Ballia.

As Maurice Hallet, the Governor of U.P., reported to the Vlceroy students were -
entirely responsible for inciting Kisans in countryside to rowdyism.” Hallet to
Linlithgow, date 22 August, 1942. , Linlithgow Papers, NMML, New Delhi.

In Bilthara Road, and Ballia incidents, the catalytic role of *Azad trains’ in mobilizing
the people for sabotage activities was underlined by the government records -as well.
FRUP, August II; Congress Rebellion 1942.
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Women also played a significant role in Ballia. They not Qn]y_
provided support to the movement in passive ways like pfoviding shelter
but also came out on to the streeté to register tﬁéir protest against the British
govemment.75

Government officials paﬁicularly at local levels supported the
movement by providing information and sympathising with the rebels
particularly. In Bansdih incident Naib Tahsildar Lal Bahadur Singh -and
Naib Nazir Mohd. Syed gave important information to the crowd and did
not adopt any répressive measures against the mob.”®

The Quit India movement iﬁ Ballia also enjoyed the active support
of th¢ activists of those political organizations which were formally against
the movement like Communiét Party and Kisan Sabha. In Ballia,
Communist leaders like Vishwanath Mardana, Darmadev Lal.and several
others actively participated in the movement despite their party’s
opposition.”’

Although, it is true that Muslims did not participate in this movement
en mass, yet there are instances of their participation and support. Thus, it

is not very valid to characterize the movement as ‘essentially a Hindu

”  Women took out a procession in Ballia town on 12 August. Hallet to Linlithgow, date

17 September 1942, Linlithgow Papers, NMML, New Delhi.
Case No. 31, Sessions Court Records Room, Ballia.
Interview Vishwanath Mardana.
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movement’, or that ‘Muslims generally had no sympathy and they kept
strictly aloof.”™

Events at Bilthara Road, Bansdih and Rasra reveals that at theée
places the ‘elite’ — high cast rich peasants, small landlords, educated people
and the ‘subaltern’ — the poor, low caste people, participated in sabotage
activities in unified manner. The mass character of 1942 uprising
undermine the rules of mass action based on socio-economic positions set
by ‘Subaltern’ school and seriously questions the ‘dual revolt’ thesis to
analyse the Quit.India Movement which dissects the movement in two parts
Stephen Henningham argues that the Quit India moyément

...... comprises not one but two interacting insurgencies.

One insurgency was an elite nationalist uprising of the

high caste rich peasants and small landlords who

dominated the Congress. The other insurgency was a

subaltern rebellion in which the. initiative belonged to the

poor, low caste people of the region”.

" To explain it further, this t_hesis implies that first ‘the elite nationalist
uprising began and intensified with the harsh official reaction’ and then the
poor join in the attacks on government buildings and property whose main
object was loot because “these rebels were much the same people who had
engaged in market looting earlier in the year and Who had recently swelled

the figures for petty crime’.®® The incident of Bilthara Road in which the

Congress Rebellion 1942. ‘
7 Henningham, Stephen, op.cit, p.137.

% ibid, pp. 150-151.
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mob, which consisted of a large proportion of rural poor, had no idea of the
arrival of any army supply train when they attacked the railway station and
the arrival and looting of the supply train was a mere coincidence . Another
incident of loot was reported in Bansdih where the mob which lootéd
around 15000 rupees from the treasury did not get a single rupee from it and
all the money was kept to‘ support the nationalist struggle. If loot Was the
motive for the participation of the poor, why did they accept such a course?
These two incidents rule out any motive of loot behind the participation of
the masses. Another fact which questions this formulation is that the August
1942 uprisings gathered massive mass participation when these were aimed
at paralyzing the government and not at loot. There was no looting of
private property reported during the 1942 uprising.

My main. objection to this formulation is that it denies outright the
nationalist consciousness of that poor the necessarily characterises them as
. criminals whose sole object in participating in nationalist uprisings was

loot.

Leadership

As almost all the established Congress leaders were in jail during the
Quit India movement, the question of leadership becomes very critical in
the historical analysis of this movement. It is often characterized as an
antonomous movement. It is argued that on the basis of spontaneous trends

within the movement an autonomous mass upsurge takes place: Gyanendra
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Pandey, for example, talks of the ‘autonomous forces at work... that
repeatedly challenged the notion of a necessary Congress leadership’.®! This
approach identifies the coexistence of two broad forms: of nationalist
consciousness. One is primarily the product of mobilization carried out by
the ‘elite’ — Congress leaders, while the other one is the product of
autonomous experiences of the ‘subaltern’ classes. To quote Sumit Sarkar:

One spreading frorﬁ top downwards, mobilizing peasants

through accepted Gandhian forms and restraints; the other

a relatively autonomous peasant nationalism. e

‘This formulation divides the entire nationalist struggle into two
domains and .denies the role of leadership and the mobilization carried out
by them though at one level it accepts the significance of the ‘name’ of
great leaders »like Gandhi.®® This formulation of autonomy of subaltern
uprisings has been proved historically erroneous particularly in cé.se of the
Quit India movement. Though the people wére discontented with Britiéﬁ
rule yet the uprising did not begin before Gandhi’s call for ‘Do or Die’. It is
tn;e that almost all the leaders had been arrested before they could have

chalked out a detailed programme for the coming movement. However, the

masses were being prepared for a struggle since the early months of 1942
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Pandey, Gyanendra (ed.), op.cit. Introduction, p.9.
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Sarkar, Sumit, ‘The Logic of Gandhian Nationalism : Civil Dlsobedlence and the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact 1930-31" in IHR, Vol., 3, No.1, 1976, p.127.

8 Gyanendra Pandey in his book *The Ascendancy of Congress in United Provinces
1926-34’ (OUP, New Delhi, 1978) and Shahid Amin in *Event, Metaphor, Memory :
Chauri Chaura 1922-1992° (OUP, New Delhi, 1995), have recognized importance of
the name of "Gandhi’ in initiating the mass uprising.
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by nationalist leaders who were deeply involved in organizational activities
among the masses. As David Hardiman, a subaltern historian,
acknowledges — ‘the Congress leaders launched the Quit India movement’,
and “the initial preparation for the struggle in Gujarat was carried out by
Vallabhhai Pa’[el’,84 a prominent Congress leader. Considering the
heightened levels of preparedness, if the masses acted under the leadership
of relatively unknown persons during the Quit India movement it cannot be
characterized as an autonomous upri_sing. Paradoxically, even the so called
‘autonomy’ was sanctioned by the leaders. As Mahatma Gandhi himself
had declared ‘Everyone is free to go to the fullest length ﬁnder ahimsa’.®

In case of Ballia, in every important event, there was the leadership
provided by people who were associated with the Congress. In case of
Bilthara Road the leadership was provided by Paras Nath Mishra, a young
student 'who was earlier active in the Congress volunteer movement in this
district;* in Bansdih it was Gajadhar Lohar, who represented the ‘subaltern
class’ but was President of Tehsil Congress Committee; in Rasra case it was
Thakur Hargovind Singh, a local landlord and influential Congress leader Qf
the locality.

Another piece of evidence which proves the existence of the role of

the leadership is the control which the leaders exercised over the crowd. In

% Hardiman, David, ‘The Quit India Movement in Gujarat’ in Pandey, Gyanéndra

(ed.), op.cit., p.82.
¥ CWMG, Vol.LXXVI, p.403.
% Interview, Paras Nath Mishra.
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the Bansdih case, the crowd which participated in the loot of the treasury
did not demand any share of the loot and remained undér control when the
leaders decided to keep the money for the nationalist cause. In the case of
Ballia town, this control of leaders over masses was more evidéntly
demonstrated. After the declaration of ‘Swaraj’, when Chittu Pandey called
upon the people to go back to their homes and refrain from any further
destructive activities, the huge crowd which was ready to go to any extent
in order to overthrow the British authority simply dispersed. And after the
formal call of halt by the CongreSs leaders, the movement, despite few

voices of dissen:t, petered out in this district.

Violence

The use of violent means in the Quit India movement, which -was
part of the nationalist movement based on principles -(;‘f.hon-violent
struggle, is a matter of enormous debate in the historiography of this
movement. This debate is largely associated with the very definition of
violence itself. What are the acts which can be categorized as violcnt?.
Instead of going into a historigraphical debate on this issue, I would rather
like to discuss it through the oral testimonies of the participants. This is
because the question of violence or non-violence is something which is
~largely associated with the spirit behind such activities — the perception and

motives with which the crowd operated.
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During the Quit India movement in Ballia, intense sabotage activities
took place in which people attacked every symbol of British authority,
disrupted communications by cutting wires and uprooting railway tracks
and sometimes even looted the government treasuries. But an inquiry into
the testimonies of participants reveals that, what the people perceived as
violence and which was to be avoided was attacks on private property,
personal violence and particularly the loss of life.®” The narretive of events
already discussed, that took place during the August uprising in Ballia
clearly demonstrated that this perception was uniformly followed by the
crowd in every incident. Except one attack on the private property of a
loyalist®® there was no report of any ettack on private property, or deliberate
loot for the sake of loot or killing of anybody by a mob. The targets' of
attacks were limited to the government.* Therefore, it can be assumed that

at least the spirit-of 1942 uprising was of non-violence.

Al the participants whom I havé interviewed, asserted that all the attacks were

targeted specifically on symbols of the British authority and aimed to paralyze the
functioning of the government and they made dellberate attempts to avoid attacks on
private properties and loss of life.

Congress Rebellion 1942,

FRUP, October II, File No,18/10/42, NAI, New Delhi.
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CONCLUSIONS

This study of Quit India movement in Ballia led to some conciusions
about certain theorétical aspécts of Indian national movement such as the
nature of nationalist politics, social composition, autonomy of its segments,
etc., which have been presented by situating them within a discussion of the
related theoretical formulations propounded by the different
historiographical approaches..

I discuss two historiographical approaches, the conservative
| imperialist or Cambridge school approach and the subaltern school, which
have questidned the legitimacy of the national movement, and try to see
whether-the Ballia story confirms or denies their basic propositions. The
Cambridge school is dealt with briefly , as it is no longer so important, and
the subaltern at some length, given its contemporary character.

The conservative imperialist approaéh rejects the role of the peqple,
their organizations and their ultimate desire to be free fromvalien rule in the
shaping of the national movement which was, in their view, ‘engineered by
small elite groups of traditional society wﬁo had in view the particular
interests of their own caste and not the general interests of the people’.!

~ They characterize the national movement as a struggle of contesting elite

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest (Light and life Publication, New Delhi, 1979,
reprint of 1910 edition), pp. 222-223.
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groups, as drawn from the educated middle classes, for British favours.”
Nationalism was a mere ideology for these historians which was used by the
elites to legitimize their narrow interests and to mobilize the masses in their
support. This school also denies the step by step growth of the national
movement and considers the constitutional measures of the British
government as revitalizers for the activities of nationalists. To quote
Gordon Johnson:

There is no simple chronological growth 6f nationalism in

India: nationalist activity booms and slumps in phase with

the national activity of the government.

But this approach whiéh denies the legiﬁmacy of the very idea éf
nationalism and the struggle of the Indian people?, ' fails to explain the
dynamics of the Quit India movement which was aimed at ‘nothing less
than freedom’ because the underlying reasons for the unparallel militancy
and unified behaviour of Indian masses demonstrated in this movement
cannot be explained without acknowledging the basic contradictions

between the interests of Indian people and of British colonialism® and the

Seal, Anil, ‘Imperialism and Nationalism in India’ in Gallagher, John, et.al.

(eds.), Locality, Province and Nation: Essays in Indian Politics 1870 to 1940,

(OUP, London, 1973), p.9. - .

3. Johnson, Gordon, Provincial Politics and Indian Nationalism, Bombay and the
Indian National Congress, 1880-1915 (Cambridge, 1973), pp.7-8.

4. As Anil Seal calls it ‘a Dassehra duel between two hollow statues, locked in

motiveless and simulated combat’; Seal, Anil, The Emergence of Indian

Nationalism (Cambridge, 1968), p.351. -

Chandra, Bipan et al. (ed.), op. cit., Introduction, p.17.
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articulation of anti British feelings .among Indian masses by mobilizing
efforts of nationalists over years.

The events of 1942 as well as the process leading up to the Quit
India movement in Ballia do not provide any substance to sustain the
Cambridge school argument. There is no-evidence of intra-elite struggle for
power — on fhe contrary ideological and political differences do not seem to
come in the way of the common struggle. The dramatic events of 1942 are
difficult to fit into the competing elites model or the patron/client/faction
model so favoured by Cambridge historians. These models are more sﬁited
for studying the petty goings-on in the district boards and municipalities
rather than movements and rebellion. It is hardly surprising therefore that
most s_tudies by Cambridge school historians tend to taper off before 1942.

Thé relatively recént-entrant in the histofiography of Indian natioﬁal
movement is the ‘Subaltern’ approach, which rejecté all the previous
approaches as elite. This 'approach vdivides the natidnal struggle into two
domains — one of elites and the other subalterns. The struggle in the elite
domain, represented by Congress orgaﬁizational politics, was a bogus
struggle which ‘tended to be relatively more legalistic and constitutionvalist
in orientation’ and therefore ‘more cautious and controlled’ while struggle
in the subaltern domain was the real anti-imperialist struggle. This subaltern

domain was ‘an autonomous domain, for it neither originated from elite
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politics nor did its existence depend on the later’ and it was ‘relatively rﬁore
violent’ and “more spontaneous’.®

The subaltern approach puts forward three propositions. One, it
negates the role of the elite, represented in their view by the Indian National
Congress and its leaders, in shaping and mobilizing the subalterns and
asserts the autoriomy of the subaltern politics. Second, it treats the
subalterns as a rigid and unchangeable category whose nature of political
protest has to be necessarily spontaneous, sporadic, radical and violent.
Third, the relationship between these t\i/o domains — between the subaltern
and elite — has to be hecessarily'one of antagonism. On the basis of tﬁese
theoretical formulations, Subaltern group of historians characterize Quit
India movement as a ‘dual revolt’. Tovquote Stephen Henningham:

One insurgency was an elite nationalist uprising of the

high caste rich and small landlords who dominated the

Congress. The other: insurgency was a subaltern rebellion

in which the initiative belonged to the poor, low caste

people of the region’.”

The first series of protests in the initial days in the form of
processions, etc., belonged to the ‘elite uprising’, while the violent attacks

on government offices, police stations and other symbols of British

authority represented the ‘subaltern rebellion.’

6. Guha, Ranéjit (ed.), Subaltern Studies, vol. 1 (OUP, New Delhi, 1982),
Introduction, pp.4-5. - .
Henningham, Stephen, op. cit., p.137.
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The other formulation relating to the Quit India movement is about
the autonomy of popular protest, which brings into question the role of
leadership.® These two formulations — the dual nature of protests and the
autonomy of popular protest pose serious challenged to the concept of a

_ p g
united struggle of Indian masses against British in which mass action was
articulated and shaped (not controlled) by the nationalists leaders.

As the argument about autonomy is more significant because it
negates the entire role of leadership let us examine it first. There is a
considerable weight of scholarship in favour of the argument that the
subaltern classes find it difficult to act autonomously without the
organizational initiative of other “elite’ classes. As Eric R. Wolf explains.

The podir peasant and the landless labourer who depends

on a landlord for the larger part of his livelihood, or the

totality of it, has no tactical power: he is completely

within the power domain of his employer, without

sufficient resources of his own to serve him as resources

in the power struggle. Poor peasants and landless

labourers, therefore, are unlikely to pursue the course of

rebellion, unless they are able to rely on some external

power to challenge the power which constrains them.’

Therefore, an ‘effective rural rebellion must depend on non-peasant

leadership’,'® which unites it through ‘its organizational structure, aims and

Pandey, Gyandra (ed.), op. cit., Introduction, p.9. (emphasis original).

Wolf, Eric, ‘On Peasant Rebellion’ in Shanin Teodor (ed.), Peasants and Peasant
Societies, (Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1987), p.370.

Weller, Robert P. et al., (eds.), Power and Protest in the Countryside; Studies on
Rural Unrest in Asia, Europe, and Latin America, (Duke Press, Durham, 1982),
p.9. ‘
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leadership’.'" During the Indian national movement, such external power

was represented by leaders of the Indian National Congress and other
associated political organizations whose vigorous mobilization dr’ives
articulate.d and shaped popular protest.

For the Quit India movement, the role of elite domain and leadership
in shaping the subaltern protests has been acknowledged even by subaltern
historians themselves, in cqn_tradiction of to their sinvlu.ltaneous assertion of
autonomy. As Stephen Henningham acknowledges this decisive role of elite
politics in the shaping of subaltern politics. “The elite nationalist uprising
stimulated the poor to join in attacks on government buildings and
property’,’> and denies the claim of Francis G. Hutchins that ‘the 1942
revolt occurred spontaneously without the lead being given by urban and
intellectual <:leme:nts’.13 These historiansr repeatedly acknowledge the role of
political mobilization of masses in shaping their protests during the Quit
India movement. Chandan Mitra who broadly accepts the subaltern division
of elite —subalterri, accepts the role of ‘clite leadership’ in his article on the
Quit India movement in Ballia, ‘most of the actions that took place in the

district were led by radical Congressmen’."*

Shanin, Teodar, ‘Peasantry in Political Action’ in Shanin Teodar (ed.), op. cit.,
pp- 359-360. .

Henningham, Stephen, op. cit., p.151.

cited in Henningham, Stephen, op. cit., p.145..

Mitra, Chandan, op. cit., p.181.
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The subaltern historian division of the national movement into two
domains and the association of constitutional, peaceful protests with the
elite domain and more radical, violent and spontaneous protests with the
subaltern domain is based on rigid categories of class, caste, gender, _ef.c., _
and correspondingly fixed crowd behaviour. This limits its validity in
explaining the nature of political protest throughout the national movement
— whether it was pre-1942 phase in which large numbers of ‘subaltern’
participated in organized, peaceful forms of protest such as processioﬁs;
picketing boycott or whether it is the 1942 movement in which the ‘elite’
were participated in relatively more radical, violent and spontaneous events
with no less vigour and enthusiasm than the ‘subaltems;.

Another implication of this appfoach is that it denies the unitary
nature of the national movement though it acknowledges the interaction
betweén the two domains ‘---two interacting insurgencies- an elite

nationalist uprising and subaltern rebellion.”"?

This acceptance of
interaction between the two domains and simultaneous assertion .of
autonomy of one domain and denial of unified action of these two domainé
makes formulation rather ambiguous and self contradictory. Besides, it is

seriously challenged by the unified behaviour of the Indian people during

anti British agitations, particularly during the 1942 movement.

Henningham, Stephen, op. cit., p.150.
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| Lastly, the present study reveals that the heightened levels of
activism of the people of Ballia during the QuitvIndia movement ‘reflected
the success of decades of nationalist propaganda’.16 It was neither the ‘blind
xenophobia’'” nor the ‘non—pdsting of British officers for a long time’'®

~ which was responsible for the intense anti-British upsurge in this district.

Mitra, Chandan, op. cit., p.181.

17 ‘Chaudhuri, Nirad C., Thy Hand, Great Anarch; India: 1921-1952 (Chatto and
Winds, London, 1988), p.704

18 The Congress Rebellion 1942.
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