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PREFACE

The provision for resefved constitﬁencies for
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes forms an
important landmark in the political system of ;ndia.
The express intention of the framers of the Indian
Constitution in making such provision was to arouse
political awareness among the deprived sections of
.-the society. Constitutional rgServation and an area
of protected political activities were degmeé necessary
‘to enable them to avercome the ills of their age long
segregation, oppression and continuing ecghomic depen-
dency on the upper castes of the society. Whether
the politics of Scheduled Castes in the resggﬁid
constitugncies haé really stood this test ﬁ;esents a’
very relevant question. This question becomeslgll
the more important keeping in view the fact thatﬂsuch
constitutional provision has been made for a limited
period of time subject to review in 1980. The present
dissertation is an attempt to analyse the nature of

politics in the reserved constituencies.

As far as Scheduled Caste politics is concerned,
Maharashira has been in the forefront, thanks to the
pioneeringrstruggle spearheaded by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Under the inspiration of Dr. Ambedkar, it is generally
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felt, the Scheduled Castes in Maharaghtra have become
organized and politically conscious of the constitu-
tional rights ahd privileges. Washim constituency

has been a centre of political activities since the
rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad and it has a tradition
61 continuing political awareness. Washim constituency
was declared as reserved constituency for the Scheduled
Castes in 1962. This constituency is to the present .
study for the reason that it is a politically active
constituency in Maharashtra - a state which is known

for Scheduled Castes' organized political activities.

This stﬁdy tries to analyse the problem in the
Washim constituency during the period 1962 - 1978,
This period has been selected kéeping in view the
change in the nature of reserved constituencies. From
1962\onwards, the double member constituency has been
replaced by the Single member reserved constituencies.
This change is-significant in the sense that the Sche-
duled Caste politicians now have not only to consoli-
date their Scheduled Castes votes but also to depend
on the non-scheduled caste population which forms the
majority of voters. The period beginning with 1962
upto 1978 in Maharashtra shows crystellization and

polariiation of Scheduled Caste politics arousing
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the Scheduled Castes' political awareness slowly but
steadily. Therefore; this period is significant for
the study.

A study, in orﬁer to be scientific, requires '
objectivity and application of scientific methods‘bff
investigation and analysis. In order to maintain
objectivity and scientificity all the possible care
has been taken. fﬁé Washim constitueﬁcy was selected
for a'study with this point in view that‘the researcher
knows that constituexl\éy\ well and is well acquanted
with the conditions of life and the problems there.
Moreover, the researcher being a member of Scheduled
Castes is in a position to know better the problems
that the people of Scheduled Castes have generally
to face. So, it ié the point of convenience wh;ch;
guided the selection of the problems relating to f
Scheduled Castes of a perticular constituency for }

investigation and a study.

This study is based both on primary and secon-
dary materials. The primary data include the various
interviews, discussion - both formal and informal,
government documentaries, official records and reports
of various commissions on Scheduled Castes. The secon-
dary sources include books, érticles published in perio-

dicals and newspaper reports.,
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF RESERVED CONSTITUENCY



The Scheduled Castes of India who had been
relegated to the lowest position in society in history,
were accorded in the Comnstitution equal political rights
with the rest of the population. CJearly anticipating
that the absence of previous orientation and socializa~

tion for participation in the main stream of political
life of the country and to eradicate the traditional
disabilities that were likely to handicap the exercise
of Scheduled Castes' political rights, the fathers of
the Constitution designed a system of reserved consti-
tuency as an interium measure to enable the Scheduled
Castes to organize themselves into a political force of
their own so that they could have an effective bargain-

ing in political and economic matters.

Dushkin Lelah might be right in stating that

Indian system of official discrimination in favour of

the most backward sections of her population is unique
in tﬁe world boty in the fénge of benefits involved and
in the magnitude‘if the groups eligible for them.1 But,
why is it that the Indian democracy, the world's largest
democracy with its vast bureaucratic admini stration, how-
ever, can not be said to have seen the end of socio-
economic and political disabilities or improvement of

the conditions of a vast majority of Scheduled Castes?

1. Lelah, Dushkin, Scheduled Caste Politics, in
Michael Mahar, ed., "The Untouchables in Contem-

_poragg India" (Tucson: University of Arizona, 1972)
p. 165.
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Before these, Scheduled Castes were to be giien
special protection, they were and still are socially
and economically backward. Because of the Varna System
and Caste System, created by thé Brahmins, they could
not improve their socio-ecomomic standard. The Brahmin
prescr1bed ritual purity and status which were associated
with the social, political, economicerudlclarﬁ power.
In the process of evolution of castes on_the principles
of graded Chaturvarna (four Varnas) and ceremonial purity,
thé vast body of people known as Panchamas or exterior
castes or Antyajas fell outside the pale of the Chatur-
varna system and, hence, were known as Avarnas (not
belonging to Varnas). It seems probably that inter-Varna
struggle and other religions in historical developments,
were predominant in the evolution of the four varnas and
the fifth group of the Avarnas.gh Thus, the problems of
the Scheduled castes have arisgﬁ’from the peculiar justi-
fication of the Caste Hinduﬁillages and the Scheduled
caste ghetto all over India,'perpetuating social disabi-
lities., Thus, they were denied the social, economic and
political rights enjoyed by the Brahmins, Kshtriyas, Vai-

shyas and even Sudras. They were deprived of performing

2, B.R., Ambedkar, Who were the Shudras? (Bombay:
Thacker & Company Ltd., 1966), p. 31.

oo



ritual functions - Upanayana (wearing sacred thread),
learning, bearing arms, trade and other 'clean' occupa-
tions. |
These castes were systematically listed in the

1931 Census of India. They were officially defined as
| depressed classes in 1932.3 Gandhiji named them ‘'Harijans'
i.e., 'Hari' means God, Jan means people and, thus, ‘
Hari jan meahs people of God. "If anybody of people can
be described as men of God, they are surely these help-
less, friendless and despised".a But this term has been
resented by the community of Scheduled Castes themselves.
People regarded it as term of abuse meaning a person
whose father is unknown.5 Particularly, the term Earijan
was not disliked but was also hated and opposed by the
Ambedkar's group and the Scheduled Caste people in
Western India. There was strong opposition and agitatioh
to the bill using the word Harijan in the Bombay Legisla-
tive Assembly. In 1938, on the issue of using the word
Hari jan, Dr. Ambedkar's group challanged the Congress
majority in the House and demanded the term Harijan used

in a bill to be changed to Scheduled Castes. It was only

3. H. Isaacs, India's Ex-Untouchables (Bombay: Asia
Publishing House, 1965), p. 30.

4, Sachchidananda, The Harijan Elite (Delhi: Thomson
Press (India) Ltd., 1977), P} 3.

5. H. Isaacs, India's Ex-Untouchables, (Bombay: Asia

Publishing House, 1965), p. %1.
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replaced by the term Scheduled Castes in 1938.6 And it

continues to be uééd as Scheduled Caste in governments

records and circulars even today.

With the comming into force of'the Constitution
of the Republic of India, bn January 26, 1950, the Sche-
duled Castes have assumed cértaip essential rights and
benefits under the articlé 341(1) of the Constitution.
Tﬁe President of India after conéultation with the
Governor {art. 341(1) may specif& the castes or tribes
which shall be deemed to be Scheduled Castes or tribes
for the purpose of Constitution. waever, according to
article.341(2), the Parliament by law can iﬁclude or
exclude the above mentioned groups from the list of the
Scheduled Castes. Such Scheduled Castes can be notified
as the Scheduled Castes separately for each state. Accor-
dingly, the President has notified the Scheduled Castes
in the order éalled Constitﬁtioh (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950, and the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
part C States Order 1951, and the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes list (modification Order, 1956).7

6. Ibid., p. 40.

7. P.T. Borale, Segregation and Desegregation in
India (Bombay: P.C. Manktala an_g_d So Jng's-,_'l’v't“."" Ltd.,

1968), p. 21.
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The Scheduled Castes in India suffered various
social, economic and political disabilities till the
dawn of nineféenth century. Sincé in the laét century
India started comming into contact with.the outside
world, a lot oflchanges had taken place due to both éhe
internal and external forces. The British rule in India
added to the acceleration of such changes and this obvi-
ously affected the lower echelon of the éociety in India.
However, the British Raj in India had adopted a policy
of *'divide and rule' and mot to interfeﬁ/in ‘the internal
matters of religion, caste, etc., in a word, basic stru-
cture of the society in India., Its prime motto was not
to think of the India's godd but goods. Therefore, the
advent of British rule in India also could not improve

the lot of the Scheduled Castes.

However, the Christan Missionaries in India
exploited the educational cause of lower classes parti-
cularly the Scheduled Castes for their vested interests.
Therefore, the British started diffusing the education.

- among these people with much kindness and helping\nature
so as to coax the oppressed people. _The_Britishers
wanted these suppreséed people to ﬁevelop iheir strong
feelings that foreigners were preferable to high castes.

So, it was also one of the systamatic attempts to make



the Indian people to fight within themselves on communal
ground. Thus, the British rule in India supported in-
directly the caste system vis-a-vis the degraded status

of the Scheduled Castes.

The question of Scheduled Caste educationgd was
brought before the Bombay government for consideration
in 1856, by the untouchables as an untouchable boy was
refused admission in the Government School of Dharwar.
At last, in 1858, Government announced that all Schools
maintained at the sole cost of the government shall be
open to all classes of its subjéctﬁwithouﬁ distinction,
and no grants would be aided to any educatidnal institu-
tions, which refuse admission to the children of Depre-

ssed classes.8

Since the Depressed Classes were given
the educational facilities, it was quite natural for

them to develop certain amount of consciousness about

their underlying human rights and manyfold acute problems.

Thus, the process of democratic awakening started among
the Depreséed Classes and was linked up with the general
national awakening that had taken place among the Indian
people during the British rule. Among all the organiza-
tions fighting for the national danse, there appeared

for the first time in the political history of India,

8. . G.S. Ghurye, Caste and Class in India (Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 19 s Do



the representation of the untouchables in November/

. December, 1917.9 The representatives, who were claiming
to be the Sheet-anchor of the Scheduled Caste commmunity
were B.R. Ambedkar and M.K. Gandhi and their alies who
were the passionate fighters for human rights Idr the

Scheduled caste and their political demands.

Despite their common comcern, Dr. Ambedkar and
Gandhi ji were often odds in their programmes for the
eﬁaﬁcipation of Scheduled Caste people. Both, Dr. Ambed-
kar and Gandhiji got an opportunity for the justification
0f their militant leadership when the British Government
called the Round Table Conferences in London in 1931-32.
The Round Table Conferences were held to frame a constitu-
tion‘for—India in accordance with the demands of people
of India.10 These conferences were attended by the re-
Presentatives of various Committees and parties from
India, the British Government and the British Political
parties. In all, eighty-six members were present in
these conferences and Dr. Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur
Srinivisan (Madras Depressed Classes leader) represented

the Oppressed Classes.11

9, D.J. Keer, Dr. Ambedkar: Life and Mission,(Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 1954), p. 33.

10. Bharill, Chandra. Social and Political Ideas of
B.R.éAmbedkgg, (Jaipur: Aalekh Publishers, 1977),
“p. 26. :

i1. Ibvid., p. 26.




Since Dr. Ambedkar had been deputed by his commu-
nity as its representative to the Round Table Conferences
alongwith Rao Bahadur Srinivasan, he prepared a memorandum
on a scheme of political safeguards for the protection of
the Depressed Classes in the future constitution of govern-
ing India,12 and submitted to the Minorities Sub-Committee.
However, Dr, Ambedkar and Gandhiji started theoratically
breaking with each other in the Rouhd T;ble Conferences on
the issue of political safeguards to be granted to the
Depressed Clésses. A clash between the two advocates of
the Scheduled Castes came about because of the speech which
. Gandhi ji made in the Minorities Committee in July, 1931.
In this committee Gandhiji spoke that as a representative
of the Indian National Congress, he was not prepared to
give political recognition to any community other than the
Muhammad;ns and Sikhs. He was not prepared to recognise
the Anglo-Indian and the Christians in India as minority

communi ties.

Py

On the other hand, to substantiate the claim of
poiitical safeguards for the Scheduled Castes, Dr. Ambed-
kar outlined the special difficulties of the Depressed
Classes in the deliberations of the ﬁinorities Sub-Commi-

ttee of the Conference.

12. Ibid., p. 28.

13. Gwyer, Appadorai, "Speeches and Documents on the
Indi an Constitution, Vol. 1, (New Delhi: Oxford

University Press, 1957), p. 230.




‘Putting forward the case of the Depressed Classeé
of India, Ambedkar stated that they were different from
the other minorities inasmuch as they had to suffer civil
disabilities on account of their untdﬁchability. There-
fore, thef must be given political safegpards'in the

14 But the cléim which was

future constitution of India.
‘advanced by Dr. Ambedkar on behalf of the Depressed Class-
es received extreme reaction from Gandhiji. The claim

of political safeguards for the Scheduled Castes appeared
to Gandhiji as !the unkindest cut' of all.15 Thus,

Gandhiji opposed the memorandum of special representation

for the Depressed Classes.

Since the Question of communal problem was left
with the Indian delegation to settle within themselves,
the British Government&did not intervene in India's
communal controversies. However, they systametically;
intensified the communal problem and exploited it for
théir own purposes. As a result, the failure of the
minorities communities to agree among themselves had
placed almost insurmouhtable obstacle in the way to
frame the constitution of India. The then Prime Mini-

ster, J. Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal Award

14, Gwyer & Appadorai, Speeches and Doeuments'on
: the Indian Constitution, 1921-47, Vol.l (New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, 1957), pp. 260-262.

15. Ibid., p. 261.




on 16th August 1932.16 Substantiating the British

Government's decision Macdonald said that many years
past the voting was group oriented and was viewed by
the minority community as an essential protection of

their rights.17

So, on the basis of past voting patt-
ern, the British Government thought that the idea of
seperate electrorate stood to reason and should be

embodied in Indian constitutional frame-work,

As far as the Depressed Classes were concerned,
the Prime Minister was of the opinion that Depressed
Classes should be given their own choice to elect their
representatives in the legislature and the provinces.
He thought that, side by side, it was also cardinal to
arrange the electoral system in such a way that the
perpetuation of the Scheduled Castes segregation was
done away with. So, in order to prevent the feelings
of segregation from penetrating the Indian society he
surmised that the Depressed Classes voters should be
given the right to vote in gemeral Hindu cohstituencies
to seek certain amount of protection from elected non-
Scheduled caste members who ought to be attentive to

their electoral responsibility.

16.  Ibid., p. 261.
17.  Ibid., p. 261.



Thus, the 6ommunal Award to mindritieé in India
was announced by the British Govefnment to avert their
equal position in all respects. But, in fact, it was
not the total liberation of the minority communities.
It was another systematized attempt to perpetuate the
British imperialism through the constant poiicy of
Divide and Rule as stated earlier. It was not proper
solution to the communal problem, that India needed,

but to intensify the social evils in Indian society.

In those countries of the world, wherein the

people have been ruled under the banner of imperialism,

the very imperialism has played an obstractive role
against the emerging national liberation movement and
reform movements. In India,also, during the first half
of the nineteenth century, the British imperialism played
the same obstfzctive role in such a way to see that the
Indian National Movement W?; fizzled out. While commen-
ting on the British imperialistic attitudes towards
India a foreign scholar remarks, "The means used by the
British to hold India included_a good deal of the Divide
and Rule philosophy, whether by design as nationalists

v \
used to charge oi because of the inner nature of imperia-

1ism.18

18. Kamalesh Kumar Wadhwa, Minority Safeguards in India
(New Delhi: Thomson Press (ilndia) Ltd.,Publication

Division, 1975), p. 26.




So far as the emancipation of untouchables was
concerned the imperialistic alien rule played a neutral
role and that too was in effect a negative support to
the caste Hindu oppressors as mentioned earlier.19 Once
talking about the Depressed Classes and their seperate
electorate, Dr. Ambedkar, the leader of the Scheduled
Caste Federation (this organization was formed by Dr.
Ambedkar and was confined to the Scheduled Caste Commu-
nity) tried to show his suspicion about the British impe-
rialistic rule in connection with untouchables. In his
presidential address to the All India Depressed Classes
Congress, held in 1930, he said, "I am afraid that the
British choose to advertise unfortunate conditions, mnot
with object of removing them, but only because such a
course serves well as excuse for retarding the political
progress of India."20 He continued, "before the British
you were in the loathsome condition due to your untoucha-
bility. Has the British Government done anything to |
remove your untouchability? Before the Britishvyou could
not draw water from the village well.{ Has the British
Government secured you the right to the well? Before

the British you were not allowed to serve in the military.

19. D.J. Keer, Dr, Ambedkar: Life & Mission, (Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 1954), p. 4.

20, R.P. Dutt, India Today,(Delhi: 1955), p. 293.




Is that ca;eer open to you? Gentlemen, to none of these
questions you can give an affirmative answer. Those who
held somuch power over the country for such a long time
must have done some good. But there is certainiy no
fundamental improvement in your poéition. So far as
you are concerned, the British Government has accepted
the arrangements as it found them aind has preserved them
faithfully in the manner of the Chinese tailor who when.
given an old coat as a pattern produced with priﬂe an
exact replica rentEﬂpgﬁhles and allyour wrongs have
remained as open sores "and they have not been righted.
No body can remove your grievances as well és you can
and you can not remove them unless you get political
power in your own hands. No share of this political
power can come to you so long as the British Government

remains as it :i.s."21

Dr. Ambedkar believed in the fact that it was
possible only in an Indian constitution to have an oppor-
tunity to get the political power in to the hands of his
own people. He firmly believed that without the posse-
ssion of political power no salvation was to be brought

about to the Depressed Classes.

21, D.J. Keer, Dr. Ambedkar; Life & Mission (Bombay.
Popular Prakashan, 19355, pp. 14k-145,




If one analyses the communal problem of India
from the point of view of Marxist dichotomy of exploi-
ters and the exploited, he will be able to harrate of
communal problems which arise out of Indian Iendquém
and capitalism. Since efery communi ty, for instance,
Hindus, Muslims, Scheduled Castes etc.; is divided into
two sections, i.e., the exploiters and exploited, there
are no common political and economic interests of all
Hindus as such, all Muslims as such and all Scheduled
Céstes as such. Each community is having its own speci-
fic and confined interests. Even if the attempt is made
by the exploiters and the exploited of each commnity-

to fight for the common interests, the forces of impe-

rialism and capitalism create infighting within themselves,

Consequently, these communities would mot be able to
reach the common goal., Thus, ultimately the British
imperialism was nursed by the Indian Capitalism because
the Indian capitaiists, for their own vésted interests,
had to answer the economic expectations of British people

by exploiting the people of their own commnnity;

Talking of the British attitude of imperialism,
it is also widely believed that Gandhiji has opposed the
idea of seperate electorate for the Depressed Classes,

only for the consolidation of Indian National Movement

14
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and for the presérvation of national integration. Thus,
to save the Indian people from being flown ipto the
stream of British imperialism, in Poong in 1932, Gandhiji
went on fast unto death’when"the communal Award was
granted to.Depreséfélasses by the British Government in
1932.22 So, in order to cool down the tight political
atmosphere, there was an agreement (Poona Pact) between
Dr. Ambedkar, undisputed leader of the Scheduled Castes
and M.K., Gandhiji, the leader of Congress Party. Accor-
ding to Poona Pact which was signed on 20th September
1932, the Depressed Classes were to forget their separate
electorate and have general Hindu electoratég, subject

to important safeguards. In the first place, they

were to have a specific number of reserved seats (148)
out of those assigned by the British Award to the general
constituencies in the varioﬁs legislatures. In the

- second place, they were to elect by themselvés, four
candidates for\each reserved seats, the general electo-

rates being confined in its subsequent election to all

the Hindus.23

22, Eleanor, Zelliot, Learning the Use of Political
Means, 'The Mahars of Maharashtra] in Rajni Kothari
‘ed., Caste in Indian Politics, (New Delhi: Orient
Longman Ltd., 1970), p. 48.

23. D.J. Keer, Dr. Ambedkar: Life and Mission (Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 1954), p. 215.




Thus, the policy was the replacement of seperate
electorate by joint electorates and the electibn of 148
seats was to be held accordingly. The outcome of 'Poona
Pact' led nggrop the sepg;ate electorate and to accept
in its place a ;§§;;Avbf reserved seats for the Schedu-
‘led Castes under a system of joint electorates with the
Depressed Classes under the effective controlling and
influence of the dominant Congress Party. In brief, it
was nothing but a virtual disfranchisement of the Sche-
duled Castes.2® As far as the national integration of
India was concerned, Gandhiji's stand of opposition to
the demand of seperate electorate for the Scheduled
Castes might be justified. But keeping in view the past
history of underdevelopment and centuries old oppression
of the Scheduled Caste, the idea of seperate electorate
was desirable to be an ameliorative measure for develop-
ing the political consciousness among the Scheduled
Castes., Therefore, Dr. Ambedkar's move to get Communa1

Avard granted for the Scheduled Castes can be justified.

Hoﬁever, this was the beginning of the 'Represen-
tation Policy' and constitutional safeguards for the
Scheduled Castes heralded during the British regime.

As a result of Poona Pact, which came into effect on

24. Ibido, po 380.
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September 25, 1932, the Depressed Classes gained the
advantage of an increased number of reserved seats in

the following legislative assemblies: Madras (30),

Bombay (including Sindh)(15), Punjab (18), Bihar (2),
Orissa (18), Assam (7), Bengal (30), and United Provinces
(20) with a total number of 148.seats.25

The Government of India Act 1935, gave full
expression to the terms and condifions laid down in the
Poona Pact. However, the Poona Pact, to some extent,
gave beneficial position to the Depressed Classes. Side
by side with these the demand for a Constitutional Assem-
bly elected by the people of India was affirmed time and
- often by political leaders. After a series of delibera-
tions the Constituent Assembl& of India was formed to
draft the constitution of the Republic of India and met,
for the first time, on 9th December, 1940:1 Following
the footsteps of the earlier act, the Constituent Assém—
bly aeccepted the proposal to gurantee certain political
safeguards to minorities. The Advisory Committee on
Minorities (1947) recommended certain percentages of

reservation to minorities in 1egislature.26 After pro-

longed deliberations the resolution was passed on May 11,

25.  B,R, Ambedkar, States and Minorities, Appendix II,
1947, pp. 54-55.

26. S.K. Chaube, ConstituehtnAssembly of India (New
‘ Delhis Peoples Publishing House, 1973), P. 270.




1949, which said that the system of reservation for
minorities other than Scheduled Castes in legislature
should be abolished.

The provision for representation of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the legislature through
the system of reservation has also been embodied in the
Constitution of Independent India heraldedron January 26,
1950, In the constitution the articles 330 and 332vare
incorporated which pr¢vidé f£8¥ the reservation of seats

for them in the Parliament and Legislative Assemblies.2?

Thus, reservaéion for the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes has been provided only in the Parlia-
ment (Lok Sabha) and the Lég@slative Assemblies in various
states. There is no reservation in tﬂe Council of States
(Rajya Sabha) and the Legislafive Councils in the states

where they exist.

Further, the constitution does not lay down the
specific number of seats that are to be reserved but only
enunciates a principal on the basis of which reservation
in favour of the Scheduled Caste is to be made. Thus,

during the first general election of 1952, a system of

27. C.P. Barthwal, "Bepresentation of Scheduled Castes
- in Parliament and State Legislature", Economics and

Political Weekly (Bombay), Vol. 4, No. 4, June 1k,
1969, p. 1451. ‘
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two-members constituencies was followed. According to
this system, non-Scheduled caste and a Scheduled Caste
candidates were to be élected from a single constituency.
But, according to an Act which was passed in February,%%f

the system of two members constituency was abolished.

But as far as the parliamentary constituencies
are concerned, there is some increase in the reserved
seats. The number of Parliamentary seats increased from
418 in 1957 to 524 in 1971, but the number of seats
reserved for the Scheduled Castes in Parliament increased
from 76 in 1957 to 77 in 19§7 only. Thus, increases in
the number of reserved seats in proportion to that of
general seats was negligible as can be seen from table

‘1.1 in the Appendix.

Further, the number of seats in Parliament incre-
ased in Karnataka, Rajasthan and West Bengal while the
number seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes remained
constant in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Kerala, Maﬁhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Himachal
Pradesh. Nevertheless, the number of seats reservedifor
the Scheduled castes has gone down in Maharashtra, Orissa
and Punjab. The number of seats reserved for the Schedu-
led Castes in Maharashtra has gone down because a large

number of Scheduled Castes people have refused to be called
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untouchables and have embraced Buddhism. This is so
happens because, according to an amendment (Scheduled
Castes) Order, the moment a member of the Scheduled
~Caste is ronverted to Buddhism, he is automatically
deprived of all political and economical privileges

that he was enjoying before conversion.

Thus, to be very sincere to operate at the spirit
of constitution the government is of the opinion that a
Scheduled Caste person, who is Buddhist or Christian,
converts to Hinduism, he will be given all the privileges
and benefifs, because.any Schéduled'Caste or Scheduled
Tribe existed under the pale of Hinduism which indire-
ctly owes the legal sanction, is entitled to enjoy the
reservation facilities. Moreover, the Supreme Court
also in 1964 took the decision that if a Scheduled
Caste candidate, converted to Buddhism contests the
election on the reserved seat and elected, his victory

would be treated as invalid.28

Moreover, para 3 of the Scheduled Caste Order,

1950 provides that no person who professes a religion

28. P.T. Borale, Segregation and Desegregation in
India, (Bombay: ﬁanéflfas, 19687, p. EEE.
The Suprene Court has taken the above decision
when the contradiction came about the election of
Punjabrao S. Meshram., This case was referred to
the Supreme Court for the judgement because the
candidate had deserted the Hinduism and embraced
Buddhism..




21

different from Hinduism shall be deemed to be a member
of Scheduled Caste.2? So, it is quite obvious that
those Scheduled Caste persons who have converted into
Buddhism and eventhough their socio-economic condition
remains same, they cease themselves from being the
Schedﬁled Caste and hence their agitations and strikes
for the reservation are notlappreciated at the legal
ground. Since the Scheduled Caste Order explicitly
refers to only to the Hindu religion and the Caste which
immuniciate untouchabilityzo and the Buddhism dées not
believe or enjoin the caste system and untouchability,
the Scheduled Caste converts to Buddhism have to rewain

out from the patronage system of reservation facilities.

As per the provisions in the Constitution of Imndia,
the number of seats reserved for the Scheduled Castés in
the State Legislature and Parliament should be in propor-
tion to the percentage of the Scheduled Castes population
of the State/Union Territory. Therefore, more members of
Parliament (M.P.s) from amongest the Scheduled Caste came
from Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar and Tamil Nadu as
compared to the rest of the states in quia. This is
because the Scheduled Caste population in these states is
oss )
29, Ibid., p. 265. 305.5680954792
30,  Ibid., p. 265. "ﬁﬁ‘*s Fo
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is comparatively more than in the rest of the states

in India.* Further, it is clear (from table 1.2 in the
Appendix) that the Punjab,** Himachal Pradesh and
Haryana Legislatures have sizable number of Scheduled
Caste mémbers. On the other hand, state legislatures

of Maharashtra, Gujrat and Assam have very small number.
of Scheduled Castes members as out of a strength of 270
members in Haharashtra legislature there are only 15
members elected on reserved seats and out of 168 members
in the Gujarat legislature only 11 are from reserved

consti tuencies.

Although the constitution provides for the reser-
vation of seats for the Scheduled Castes in the Parlia-
ment, and State legislative Assemblies, yet it puts a

time limit on the period of ten years the system has

K

* The statewise position of the Scheduled Caste MPs
. in the Parliament is given below at the rate of

their population: Uttar Pradesh 18, West Bengal 8,
Bihar 7, Tamil Nadu 7. This number is more than
the number of the Scheduled Caste MPs in States of
Maharashtra,3, Madhya Pradesh 5, Kerala 2, Haryana,
2, Gujrat 2, Assam 1, Andhra Pradesh 6, Karnataka 4,
Orissa 3, Punjab 3, Rajasthan 4, Delhi 1, Himachal
Pradesh 1, These figures are based on the general
elections of 1971-72.

*% In the case of Punjab an exception was made with
respect to four of the 34 castes and it was provided
that all Ramdins, Kabirpanthasis, Mazehabis, Sikli-
gars would be deemed to be member of the Schedukd
castes whether they prefer the Hindu or Sikh religion.



already been extended several times at deceunval inter-
vals and it continues at present till 1980. A further
extension for another ten years haé already been reco-
mmended by the Central Government. Hence, with the
several extended period, what is vital to the success

df the system of poliiical reservation of the Scheduled
Castes, is the effective sincere functioning culmunating
in the organized politics of reserved constituency from
which Scheduled Caste members of Parliament (MPs)‘and
members of stéte Legislative Assemblies are to be ele-
"cted. It is these MPs and MLAs who have to play an
importaﬁt role in socio-ecpnqmic amelioration of Sche-
duled Caste people. Commenting on the representation
of Scheduled Castes in the Parliament and State Legisla-
~ture the Commissioner for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes states that if the Scheduled Caste people are
elected to the Lok Sabha (Parliament) and Vidhan Sabhas
(State Legislature) from geng;al constituencies, there
will be no need for continuing political reservation
for them and in thet case, the constitutional provisions
can be allowed to lapse. To bring about this situation
it is important to look into the functioning of the |
system of reserved constituency and the politics being

Played in the reserved constituency.



THE PROBLEM:

The Scheduled Castes community is not a homoge-
neous group. Different classes exist among the Schedu-
led Caste and they are fragmented into various castes
and sub-castes on one hand, and on the other, there is
a hierarchial order in these castes and sub-castes?
Hence, hierarchial order among these scheduled castes
alongwith other factors play an important role in the

political process.

The emergence of democratic political process

in India has provided structural institutions like
reserved constituencies to the Scheduled Caste community,
to abridge therinequalities which have existed in the
social system for centuries. In reserved c&nstituency
the Scheduled Castes have no politicai competition with
other communities but among themselves. In addition to
this, it can be surmised that the level of political
consciousness in Scheduled Castes community is compara-
tively higher in Maharashtra than any other part of

the country. Because Maharashtra had been an area of
political activities of some leaders like Jyotiba Phuley,
a Maratha, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and other Scheduled Caste
leaders who tried to awaken the Scheduled Castes to

assert their rightful place in the society. This
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awakening has also been reflected through-some of the
movements like Dalit Panthers, Neo-Buddhists movement

launched by the Scheduled Caste Community.

Moreover, there is another feeling which'is quite
preceptable in the Scheduled Castes that reserved consti-
tuency is no more useful for them. Besides,this, the.
policy of compensatory discrimination has become a
bone of contention for non-Scheduled Caste people in
the country. The fighting for and_against the reserva-
tion has been exhibited through the incidents,various
atrocities on the Scheduled Castes and Buddhists in

Bihar, Marathwada in Maharashtra &nd other states.

Ihe,study of . political procéss and political
interaction of various segments of society is a major
part of political study. Therefore, the study of
political process and interaction of Scheduled Castes
in India is also important. Moreover, the political
scientists and po;itical\Fociologists hgve paid a little
attention to the socio-political implication and rele-
vance of the system of political representation bring-
ing about the change in Scheduled Castes. Most specifi-
~cally, a very few Social Scientists have done systamatic

analysis on the reserved constituency represented by



the Scheduled Castes.31

It is also found that the reserved constituencies

32 in the lower castes. The

’

representatives of these constituencies have monopolized

are creating a new elite

the political and economic benefits and utilized the
"Caste consciousness" for manipulation of political
power., The outcome of this phenomenon is an emergence

of politico-ethnic association or although other parties/
also, though they may not be parochial, whip up the same

sentiments to capture the power.

Taking all the'above mentioned facts into account,
the objectives of the present work is to study the effect
of reserved constituency and to determine the extent of
success of the system as an effective measure in the
ameliaration and political integration of the Scheduled !

Castes community into the wider Indian Society. It tries

31(1) Dushkin, Lelah, "Scheduled Caste Politics" in J.M.
Mahar's, ed., Untouchables in Contempor India,
(Tgeson: University of Arizona Press, 1972), pp.165-
235.

(2) Aggarwai and S. Ashraf, Equality through Priviledge
(New Delhi: Sri Ram Centre for Industrial Relations
and Human Resources, 1976), pp. 138-150.

(3) sS. saberwal, "Reserved Constituency, Candidate and /

Consequences, Economic (Bombay), vol.¥II, No. 2,

32, C. Parvathamma, "Ambedkar and After", Eastern Anthro-
ologists, Vol. 28, 1947/48 - 1975 pp. 221-234.

Sachchidanand, Harijan Elite (Faridabad: Thomson
Press (India) Liﬁi%%&?‘19765, pp. 28-77; 104-127.



to probe into the nature of commitment of the Scheduled

Caste contestants and the techniques which they employ

2
to get elected to the reserved seats in the legislature.

Further, one of the major objectives of the present

sfudy is to assess their performance in both the legi-
slative assembly and their constituency to which they 3.
represent. Though the Scheduled Caste poiitical leaders
do not have direct .confrontation with the Scheduled |
Caste masses, yet their differences are heading towards
the political segmentation among them. Therefore, this
study also tries to investigate the reasons leading to
the political fractions within the Scheduled Caste people
in general and their_politicalvleaders in particular.

The present study also>deals with the sociofecénomic
background of the Scheduled Caste candidates which serves
as the basis for assessing the success of the system

of reserved constituency.

\At is evident that political participation at
leadérship level is a costly affairs. As a result, only
those Scheduled Caste people who hail from a relatively
better socio-economic background contest general election
and get elected,c Besides, the socio-econom?c backgrouqd
of political leaders also help them perform better in
their constituency as well as in assembly.//Moreover, the

basic philosophy of compensatory discrimination'is to

©y
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provide equal opportunities to all the deserving
Scheduled Caste people. Hence, g(very little has been
done on the subject and published literature is scare,

the present work can be regarded as an exploratory study.

METHODOLOGY :

The present study is based on‘data collected
from Washim constitﬁency which is one of the aighteen
assembly reserved constituencies in Maharashtra. Like
other constituencies, Washim reserved constituency re-
presents a hetrogeneous population. Like other consti-
tuencies, here also socio-economic conditions of the
Scheduled Caste people are nmot so satisfactory. Simi-
larly, voters'! turnout here is also neither very encou-
raging nor very discouraging. But what distinguishes |
Washim constituency. from the rest of the constituencies
is that it has consistantly been a Congrees s%rongholq
and has been dominated by the Mahars. Mng&%er, this
constituency has produced a number of prominant Scheduled
Caste leaders who have been greatly responsible in
creating political consciousness among the Scheduled
Caste people. It is also because of this factor that
the Scheduled Caste people have become more and more
conscious of their rights. Its geographic location in

being proximate to the Akola district has further made
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The study of this constituenc& interestipg because it
has greater interaction with the urban societies where

people are more conscious politically or otherwise.

The socio-economic condition of the Scheduled
Caste voters of this constituency is generally backward.
Quite a large number of people still continues its tradi-
tional occupations. The Mahars are largely landless
labourers and suffer from social and economic disabili-
ties perticularly in the village. The-chémhhars ( another
section of the Scheduled Castes) are engaged in their
leather works and are compar;tively much better of

socially and economically.

Thus, the study is aimed at tracing out a diale-
ctical inter-connections among the various facts of life =~
Social, economic and political. Since politics is inter-
connected with cultural and economic aspects, the study
proposes to deal with the socio-economic aSpects of the
Scheduled_Castes people so as to give a better understand-

ing of their politics.

So, keeping in view the constraints of time and
resources it is not possible to make an intensive étudy
‘of several constituencies. Moreover, that kind of study
is generally undertaken by a teém‘of researchers. There-
fore, only one constituency was taken up which was diffe-

rent in its characteristics from other constituencies.



This study covers a period fro@ 1962 to 1972.
Though during this period the constituency saw three
@eneral Elections, the present study will, however,

focuses special attention on the 1978 General Elections.

SURVEY METHOD:

| The main emphasis to take as wide spectrum as
possible of the vaiious cross sections'of the Scheduled
Caste population and analyses their political awarmness
and political participation. The sample covers sitting
MLA, contestants, political leaders and common but
politically and socially mobilized Scheduled Caste
voters. The questionaire is aimed at bringing out the

politics of Scheduled Castes in the constituency.



CHAPTER - 1I

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND THE POLITICAL

MOVEMENTS OF SCHEDULED CASTES OF MAHARASHTRA



In the political history of Scheduled Castes of
India, the Schgduled Caste people of Maharashtra have -
used politics as an instrument most>unitedly in a very
constant mannér, in their attempt to better their overall
conditions, Despite the efforts, which the government
has made to uplift the Scheduled Castes in general and
the Scheduled Castes of Maharashtra in particular, still
the'Scheduled Castes are 1eft with the worst socio-econo-
mic condition. Although the social structure, in course
of time, has considerably‘undeggone some changes, still
the taboos of conservatism and supersti}d%ion are gett~
ing manifested through tyé/regionalism and caste and

class conflicts.,

Since the Scheduled Castes of Maharashtra are
socio-economically backward, politically segmented, the
change in their society has been the psychological impo-7
ssibilities for them. Their progress geems to be retér-!

ded because of the impractical idealisﬁ of their leaders

T —

and the party menifestos. Moreover, the hetrogeneous
character of the Scheduled Castes éommunity is hampering
their organized efforts and preventing them from organi-‘
zing themselves to fight for the common purposes. So,

it is important té see their political movements in the

light of their socio-economic background.
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Among the major Scheduled Castes, the Mahars
constitute 36.97 per cent of the present day Scheduled
Castes population of Maharashtra. The two next large-
st segments are Mangs 28.93 per cent and Chambhars
33.53 per cént. The total Scheduled Castes population
is 35.84 per cent. So out of the 77 sub-castes 61 the
Scheduled Caste, the Mahars, Mangs and Chambhars are
the only dominant and larger in number in Maharashtra.
The Mahars being numerically a large sub-castes are to
be found a composite residue of the aboriginal tribes
dispossed by the successive waves of Aryans and post-
Aryan invaders. They are an important'part of the
Maharashtra village. "Whenever there is a village,
there is a Maharwade", this is a popular saying, which

Q-} .
is baded on a Marathi proverb "gethe gao tethe Maharwada® .}

This Mahar'group is not a hemogeneous group, it
comprises other sub-caste on the hierarchial status. .
It is enumerated that there are 33 sub-castes among the
Mahars. The important ones are Somvanshis, Andhvans,
Ladvans, Bavane, Bakharepan, Dam, Taral, Dehoga, hega,

2

Ahir, Silvaur and Surtis. During the mediviel period,

1. Zelliot Eleanor, Learning the use of Political
Means, The Mahars of Maharashtra, in Rajni Kothari,
(ed.), "Caste in Indian Politics" (New Delhi: Orient
Longman Ltd., 1970), p. 30.

2. S. Patwardhan, Change Among India's Harijans
(New Delhi: Orient %ongman, 1972), p. 30.




as far as the social condition of Mahar was concerned
their quarters were and are to be found outside the
village. And it was beéause of the stigma of untou-
chability and pollution put to them the ritual, religi-
ous and legal sanctions imposed by the Caste Hindu.

The Mahar's duties were performed in the context of his
untouchability, his touch was polluting and he did not
come into direct contact with a caste Hindu or enter a
caste Hindu residence. The temple, the school, the
village well were closed to him. Some restrictions in
clothings, ornaments, metal house-hold wares and the
observance of ceremonies seem to have been enforced on
him, Since he was thrown out from the mainstream of
the village social life, consequently, his economié
activi ties were operating in vacuum. At a very specific
level he had some accesses to the economic system through
the elaborate system of patronage.3 Because of the
traditional place of Mahar in the village community was
a balutedar or watandar, a village servant whose duty
was to serve the village and whose recompense {baluta
or gifts in kind, and watan or land) came from the

village.

3. The Baluta and the watan system was to help the
Mahar in return of his duty. rendered to the village
commnity in the forms of grain and the skin of
dead cattle, etc.



Apart from baluta and watan he had to sweep the
village roads, yards of the houses, escorting the govern-
ment treasury, tracking thieves to the neighbouring
villageé, cérrying death notice and messages to other
éillages, and removing the carcasses of dead céttle from
the villages. So, in the last quarter of 19th century
and the first quarter of 20th century, apart from their
service rendered to the village, they were reduced to a
sub-humnan 1evel.4 Some of the Mahars were engaged in
agricultural sector wﬁen they were not required for
balutadar work, for their own wétan land was insufficient
to meet their necessaties of life. And in some of the
regions of Maharashtra like Konkan (coastal) in the west,
Desh (plains) in the Central and Vidarbha in the east,
where the social structure was less dominated by the |
superstructure, some Mahars were abie to transcend their
traditional occupational boundaries by taking up a job
like weavers, tradesmen and malguéarﬁ’(village revenue

collectors).5 This is how the social and economic

4, Specially in Peshwas period in Poona the Mahars
were treated subhumannly manner, they had not only
to carry death bodies of the cattle but they had
also to carry pots round their necks and .the broom
tied to their waist left traiting on the ground so
as to efface their polluting foot prints.

5. Zelliot, Eleanor, Learning the use of Political
Means, The Mahars of Maharashtra in Rajni Kothari
ed., Caste in Indian Politics, (New Delhi: Orient
Longman, 1970),. p. 31.




proéress of the Mahars was held up by the traditional

social structure and the other high caste forces.

The second largest group below the Méhar communi ty
is Mang which also has been the victims of social and
economic disabilities imposed upon them by the Caste
Hindu., Like the Mahars, the Mangs were also at the lower
stratum of the traditionai society. The Mangsd! economic
activities were confined to a very limited scoﬁe, i.e.,
to supply cardS'(ropes) which were needed by the agri-
culturists in the field and in the houses. They used
to make all types of ropes. In olden days and even today
they supply the ropes needed foom reins fof oXen, ropes
for hanging pots. Broom making was still another occu-
pation. They were also the executionars. As a result
of this function the Cruelest person acgording to folk
li terature of Scheduled Castes, is supposed to be a Mang.
Reference to intergroup relations between Mahars and
Mangs indicaté the existence of the proverbial funds.
Both hate each other bitterly and are said to havé
poisoned_each others' cattle. The Mangs line themselves

in a qqarter known as Mangwada, separate from the Mahars.

The Chambhars, though numerically not the most
important section of the Scheduled Caste population in

Maharashtra, are nevertheless a large community whose
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traditional occupation is 1eather work., They work in
leather, and dry skins, make shoes, sandals and water
bags. They also do éqgning where a Dhor (another sub-
caste of Scheduled Castes) population is not to be found.
They are relatively well off economically and are rated
highest in the ritual hierarchy among the Séheduled
Castes of Maharashtra.6 The Chambﬁar group is rarely

to be found engaged in the agricultural activities. The
other sub-castes of Scheduled Castes are also socio-

economically backward.

Thus, the Scheduled Castes-‘of Maharashtra were
denied their fair share in economy.and'common social
life under the op;ration of the traditional mechanism
of social control and the economic domination of the
village and the locality. Yet, when the British govérn—
ment in India presented a new economic and educational
opportunities irrespective of the caste and creed to
the Scheduled Caste, the Scheduled Castes of Maharashtra
started calculating their interests in terms of socio-
economic and political progress. And the caste orientéd
occupational units, signifying the ends of traditional
economic aﬁd ritual inter-dependence ceased to be perpetua-
ted.7 Since the new venue was opened to the Scheduled
6. S. Patwardhan, Change Among India's Hari jans (New |
Delhi; Orient Longman, @%'),_;)TT._—J__
7. Moin, Shakir, "Caste and Indian Politics", Radical
Humanist (New Delhi), Vol.42, No.5, p. 27 (1978).




Castes of Maharashtra undoubtedly it has encouraged
their organizational attempts to claim their rightful
position in the society. The political history bf the
Scheduled Castes indicates the earlier passion and the
zeal of some of the Scheduled Caste leaders like Gopél
Swami Yagavkar, Gopal Baba Walangkar, Fagoji Bansode

and Shivram Janba Kamble.8

.In the last quérter of the nineteenth centgry,
the middle class nonwBrahmin of Maharashtra learnf the
liberal social values through the English education.
Conseguently one of the non-Brahmin intellectuals who
came forward in this period was Jyotiba Phule, an upper
caste Maratha. Jyotiba Phule, the great social reformer,
secular democrat, never trailed from emancipating the
depressed and oppressed castes from the age old social
order. His passion for the untouchables was unheard
and his sense of justice included very oppressed caste

and he had absolutely no caste bias.

In 1873, he established the Satya Shodhak Samaj
to encourage the non-Brahmin caste to revolt against the

Brahmin dominated social economic and political order.

8. Gopal Swami Yagavkar was a British pay-master and
Gopal Babu Walangkar, a soldier in the British
.Army wrote an essay showing that the Vedas did

- not support untouchability. Shivram Janba Kamble,

a butler in a British club in India, and he dire-

cted an unsuccessful satyagraha at parvati Poona.
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However, Jyotibha's movement was confined to a few urban
centres and had little impact on the non-Brahmin caste

in Maharashtra.

But, the vigorous and streneous attempts were
ventured by Dr. Ambedkar to organise the Scheduled Castes
and.éarry oﬁt the Scheduled Castes movement. Ambedkar,

the only sheet-anchore for the restoration of socio-
economic and political rights of the Scheduled Castes,
has carried out theif movement till his death, by organi-
sing them under the Scheduled Castes Federation, which
was crystallised later as the Republican Party of India.
Ambedkar made his attempt for the first time through his
first public statement on the political rights of the
Deﬁressed Classes to raise the socio-economic status of
the Scheduled Castes in Maharashtra. Ambedkar started
the fortnightly paper under the wan of Mook Nayak, leader
of the Dumb on January 31, 1920 with the financial aid
given by the Maharaja of Kolhapor.9 Mook Nayak paper
was aimed at the equality in matter of social, economic
and political to all classeé. Dr, Ambedkar, a Scheduled
Caste leader from Ratnagire District of Maharashtra,

sponteneousl& devoted his time and life to the social

9. Dhanajaya, Keer, Dr, Ambedkar: Life and Mission.
(Bombay: Popular Prakashan, 1954), p. Z1.




reform movement and political struggle of the Scheduled
Castes from 1930 onwards. The Three Round Table confere-
nces were the most crucial and cardinal events for the
justi@ification of his leadership for the Scheduled
Caste people. And he was able to a great extent to claim
his unquestionable leadership by getting the cdmmunél

Award sanctioned for the Scheduled Castes people.

Again, the unsuccessful but dramatic satyagraha
to Chowdar Tank, and the burning of Manusmurti was a
very radical event by which the Scheduled Caste political
‘movement gathered a tremendous momentum. But, later on
Dr. Ambedkar cancelled temple entry satyagraha only
because.he felt that, that was the best way of organising
the Depressed Classes and making them conscious of their
position. As he believed he has achieved that, there-
fore, he had no more use £or-temp1é entry. He wanted
the Scheduled Castes to cbncentrate their energy and

resources on politics and education.io

Therefore, from
1936 to 1956, the religious aspect in the emancipation
struggle had a parallel existence along with the politi-
cal one. Under the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar, the

Scheduled Castes political movement became more miilitant

10. Zelliot, Eleanor, Buddhism and Politics in Mahara-
shtra, in Donald Smith, ed., "Religion and Politics
of South India", (Princeton, New-Jersey: Prlnceton
University Press, 1966), p. 197.



and as a result the Maratha and Scheduled Castes tried

to come together and fight against the Brahmins and

other upper castes. Secondly, Jyotibha Phule, who worﬁed
for the untouchables was the inspiring force for the
unity of the Maratha ﬁpper castes and the Scheduled
Castes to fight against ﬁhevBrahmins. But because of

the caste differences»between the two groups and thelr
social distinctions, Marathas could not make cémmon

cause with the untouchables.11

As far as the national\movemént and the emanci-
pation of Scheduled Castes was concerned even the politi-
cal radicals had to compromise with the most reactionary
and feudal elements.for a variety of reasons. According
to R.P. Dutt, "mational leaders in practice were the
champions of the social reaction and superstition of
caste divisions and privileges as the allies of all the
Black forces" seeking to hold down the sntiquated pre-
British social and bourgeoise high flow mystical national

12

appeal. Consequently, because of the bourgeoise lead-

ership of the freedom movement which was based on social

11. Zelliot, Eleanor, Learning the use of Political
- Means, The Mahars of Maharashtra, in Rajni Kothari,
ed., "Caste in Indian Politics", (New Delhi: Orient
Longman, 1970), p. 45. |

12. R.P. Dutt, India Today, (Bombay: People's Publish-
ing House, 1947), pp. 114-146,




éonservatism the Scheduled Caste could seek only "lip
sympathy" from this type of leadership. Even the thun-
derous speeches made by these leaders could not raise
the level 0f the Scheduled Céstes people except raising
the panthoums dust. Therefore, the militant leader like
Dr. Ambedkar was.fighting apparently for the causes of
his people even breaking with Mahatma Gandhi on theore-
tical grounds. And for this attitude of Dr. Ambedkar
was accused of being traitor, anti-nationalist. Even
there was an antiéAmbedkar feeling among the Mangs and
Chambhars that the struggle qf the lowest castes in
Maharashtra was mainly centre around the Mahars under

the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar.

It was far from denying that thechheduled Castes
political movement of Haharashtra was not free from the
factional political tradition of India. Their movement
was not a united‘apd concerted one. By the late sixties,
schiém had developed. The lack of Chambhars cooperation
the wealthiest and ritually highest group. among the
Scheduled Caste of Maharashtra is'striking. Only on Mgy
7, at all-India Depressed Classes Cohgress at Kamtee,
near Nagpur, it is alliﬁged that even the General Secre-
tary of the All India Scheduled Caste Federation led by

Dr. Ambedkar was bought over by Rajah Moonje Pact of Swing



to the system joint electorates with reserved seats.13

And who later denounced the resolution of Dr. Ambedkar.
But, Ambedkar's‘party was then well organized and it
maintained rigid discipline and Rajbhoj was lacking in

an organized backing.

Tﬁe Strongest factor in the lack of cooperation
was probably the caste division and the resultant rivalry
within the Scheduled Castes groups themselves. The
Chambhars had already achieved some~degree of economic
advancement with their leather work. Mangs were the most
educationally and economically backward of the three
groups and neither Chambhars nor Mangs could see a Mahar

leader as their salvation.

Dr. Ambedkar,once addressing a meeting organised
in Mangwada at Poona in 1927, refuted all the charges |
levelled against him bj a section of the Chambhar commu-
nitvaho accused him of partiality. He averred that his
movement aimed at the upliftment of the whole suppressed

people.14

The Scheduled Caste people other than Mahars
grevw different with Dr, Ambedkar mainly over relative

number of representatives from the Harijans to be sent |

13. D.J. Keer, Dr. Ambedkar: Life and Mission (Bombay:
Popular Prakashan, 195%), p. 190.

14, S. Patwardhan, Change Among India's Harijans (New
Delhi: Orient Longman, 19%%7, p. 121,
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to the legislative Council. Despite the appeal whiqh
‘was made by Ambedkar to the Chambhars that such candi-
dates should be chose