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CHAPTER I

- INTRODUCTION

The objective of the present thesis is to anaiyse the
state of crafts production and the status of craftsmen in the
period which corresponds to the rule of the Guptas in North
India (C.A.D. 300-600). However, before we present a detailed
scheme and a rationale for our.proposed theme of enquiry, it
is imperative £o~definé craftsmen and mention terms from our
literary sources which may correspond to the definition., By
craftsmen we mean those skilled workers who trans&6rm or modify
objects by manual means, with or without mechanical aid or
.fools in order to cater to the needs of various aspectsiof human
life, social, economic, religious aesthetic, etc. So, black~
Smiths, catpenters,-potters, leather~workers, bamboo-workers,
éoldsmiths, weavers, dyers, etc., cOme within the purview of
craftsmen., We do not include washermen, barbers, cooks, etc.
into our study, for their work falls within the caﬁegory of
service ocgupation and does not have impact on the over-all
economic life of the people, One common term occurring.in our
" literary sources for craftsmen is é&lpin.l This word is used
in our literary sources to refer to persons skilled in various
manual arts and crafts, ceremonial rites, artistic works and so

on, The other term mentiocned in our literary sources for various

categories of craftsmen is K'a’ru.2 This term more closely

1 Misra, R,N,, Ancient Artists and Art Activities, Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Simla, 1975, p.2.

2 Manusmrti, Ed. by Ganganath Jha, Pub, by Asiatic Society of

Bengal, Calcutta, 1932, X.99, X.100, Amarakosa of Amarsimha
ed. with notes and Hindi Commentary by pt. Hargovinda Sastri,
2.10.1, '



corresponds to our definition of craftsmen, We have also
the term Kulika,3 sporadically mentioned in literary

and epigraphic sources to stand for craftsmen.

Crafts and craftsmen have so far figured somewhat
marginally in the secondary works written from varied
perspectives on our period., It is only\in recent years
that some occasional research articles, by taking up
casesstudies of historical evolution of particular grdups

of craftsmen, have attempted to examine their standing as

social groups in different stages of social formation.,

At the outset of the survey of the secondary works,
we mention such types of works in which references to
various categories of crafts and craftsmen, particularly
in literary sources, have been compiled, Some of these

works also touch upon the social organization of crafts-—-
production, particularly by referring to the organization
of guilds. Among such works mention may be made of

gcorporate life of Ancient India.4

£

This work, perhpas the

%} Amarakosar op.cit, 2.10.5, Damodarpur Copper ﬁlate
Inscriptions of Kumargupta I and Budhagupta, EI.XI,
p.130f, 133f, 138f, 142f,

4 Majumdar, R.C., Cobrporate life in Ancient India,
Calcutta, 1969,




earliest to deal with the problem, focuses on the guilds
of craftsmen as a major institution for manufacturing goods,
serving as a bank and regulating the conduct of its
members, This monograph covers a vast span of time and
has the primary objective of countering the arguments of
colonial administrator-historians that the people of early
India were only concerned about things spiritual, with
utter disregard towards socio=-economic institutions

which could govern their mundane affairs., Secondly, it
ignores the vocation-wise detailed study of various
crafts. The second work which deserves to be mentioned

in this régard is S.K. Maity's Economic Life in Northern

India in the Gupta period.5 This work utilizes literary,

epigraphic and archaeological materials to underline the
importance of crafts and craftsmen in ouf period, But
this work concerns itself primarily with compiling
evidence for the existence of different categories of
cfaftsmen from literary and 6ther sources, Further, it
does not compare the state of crafts-production and status
of craftsmen in our period with the preceding period and
thus it is impossible to make out from this work how to’
approach the problem of analysing qualitative and

quantitative changes in tbe'productiOn of crafts-items

5°. Maity, S.K., Economic life in Northern India, in the

\J Gupta period (C.A.D, 300-550), Motilal Banarasidass,
Delhi 1970 (First Edition, the World Press Calcutta,
1957) .




aﬁd changes in the status of craftsmen over & long span
of time. Moreover, this work is confined to northern
India and does not utilize the data available from
other parts of the sub-continent regarding the state of
crafts-production. Methodologically, M.,K. Pal's

Crafts and Craftsmen in Traditional India,6 belongs to

the same category. It, however, covers a vast span of
éimeiz from early Vedic period to the modern times and
only peripherally touches upon the various aspects of
crafts—-production and status of craftsmen. D.R, Das's

Economkc History of the Deccan7 (from 1st to 6th

century A.D.) also belongs to the same category. It only
provides literary and epigraphic evidence for the
existence of various crafts and does not utilize available
archaeoclogical data to underline changes- through the

centuries,

A shift in historical writings on early India was

heralded by D.D, Kosambi with whom commenced the trend of

6 Pal, M.K., Crafts and Craftsmen in Traditional Indisa,
” Kanak Publications, New Delhi, 1978.
T Das, D,R., Economic History of the Deccan, (from 1st

to 6th century A,Y,), Munsiram Manoharlal,
Delhi 1969, ’



the study of early Indian History in the light of chénging
material milieu, This trend, to a extent, is reflected
in recent studies on crafts~prcduction and status of

craftsmen. Kosambi is An introduction to the Study of

Indian History8 makes passing comments, on the basis of
epigraphic evidences, éﬁ§=the decline of guilds in our
period, He contrasts tﬂis position with their position
till second centﬁry A,D, The genesis of this decline

he seeks in the absence of coﬁmodity production resulting
in the concentration of artisans in the villages, which
in turn created a situation in which artisans were forced
to pick up training within their families. All these
cﬁanges, according to Kosambi,/created grounds for the
emergence Of various castes on professional basis, These
sketchy remarks of Kosambi were carried forward by

R.S. Sharma, by comprehensively examining the literary,
epigraphic and archaeological evidences of»our period

in some of this works. 1In a chapter titled "Peasanthood

and religious rights" in his Sudras in Ancient India9

8 Kosambi, D.D. An Introduction to the Study of Indian

History, Popular Prakasan Bombay, 1st ed. 1956,
2nd revised edition 1975.

9 Sharma, R.S., Sudras in Ancient India, Motilal Banarasi
dass, Delhi (1st edition, 1958, 2nd revised ed.
1980).




- Sharma notices considerable enhancement in the economic,
politicorlegal, social and religious status of artisans

and craftsmen in our period.

In his Indian Feudalism (C.A.D. 300-1200) 10 " he

argues on the basis of the epigraphic and literary'evidences
that by the end.of our period (600 A,D,), Indian villages
became nearly self-contained with their population
consisting of immobilé peasantry, artisans and craftsmen,
locally reciprocating to the needs of each other, He
attributes the genesis of this phenocmenon to the decline

in commodity production, He further pursues this ideas

in his recently published monograph Urban Decay in India
)11

(C.A.D, 300-~1000 in which structural decline in a good
number of excavated sites has been cited., However, even
in these monggraphs of Sharma, a detailed item-wise study
of crafts, their production and of craftsmen working on
‘different items is lacking. He has not undertaken

detailed tabulations of various crafts-items and of their

spatial contexts, obviously, because his works, cited

10 Sharma, R.S., Indian Feudalism (C.A.D. 300-1200),
Macmillon, Delhi (1st ed. 1965, 2nd edition 1980).

11 Sharma, R.S.,. Urban Decay in India (C.A,D, 300-1000,
Munshiram Manoharlal, Delhi 1987,




above, are more concerned with the general problem of
Indian Feudalism rather than with crafts production

as such.

Simultaneously, the focus of specific studies on
craftsmen has been on individual groups of craftsmen
and their changing status as a result of social change,
In this category may be included such research articles
by V;N. Jha as 'Status of Rathakara in Early Indian
History';12 'Position and status Bamboo-Workers and
basket-makers in Ancient and Early Medieval India,'13
'Leather workers in Ancient and early Medieval India,',14
and A, P, Ojha's 'Blacksmiths in Ancient and Early Medieval
India'.15 These articles highlight the different stages
of the changing social status of an individual groups

of craftsmen through the centuries. These publications,

too, do not take into account the production aspects of

12 Jha, V., Proc., IHC (1973), 34th Session, pp. 104-11.

13 ibid, -Pro. IHC (1976).pp.230-240. °

14 ibid, Pro, IHC (1979), Waltaire.

15  Ojha, A,P,, Pro. IHC (1979), Waltaire. pp.159-62.



various crafts and their corresponding impact on the

S ‘f‘\q"&;(‘*‘ﬁ . R
status of craftsmen in different§sp@ﬁﬁ )of time, Here it
would not be ocut of place to mention some of the studies
~which analyse the description of 'Kali Age' in Epic
and Puranic passages in underlining social crisis in the

later third and early fourth centiry A.D.16

This crisis
is taken to imply that the Vaisyas and Sudras (Peasants,
artisans and labourers)either refused to perform
production functions or else the Vaisya peasants declined
to pay taxes and refﬁsed to supply the necessary labour
for economic production, The solution of this sharp
antagonism was resolved through a new mechanism for
surplus extraction, that is, by assigﬁing land revenues
directly to priests military chefs, administrators etc,
for their support. This development has been described
as a prelude to the situation further aggravated by
disruption of foreign trade leading to shrinkage in urban
commodity productioh, emergence.of localiged village=-
economy, paucity of coins and ruralization of crafts within

the emerging feudal structure.l’

16 Sharma, R.S., SAI, Delhi 1958, ppr.176, 213-=14, Ancient
India, (Delhi 1978), p.109, The Kali Age, A Period of
social crisis", in D.N., Jha ed. Feudal Social
Formation in Early India, Delhi, 1987, pp.45-64.

17 Sharma, R.S,, Indian Feudalism, pp.53-56.




From the récent and relevant historical wriﬁings
briefly reviewed above, we can pin-point some of the issues
in the light of which we will deal with specific éroblems
within our area of research. The most important issue

of U SRD

- % . - DU
arises out«i$ the decline of urban centres~7as a result of the

~decline in f%reign trade which in turn led to a setback
in commedity production. This poses a dichotomic
conceptual situation which leads, to the query: does
commodity production relate only to needs of foreign
trade and not to the structure of early historical Indian
economy in its entirity? Also due to lack of commercial
intercoursdé there emerged self-sufficient village economy
and the rufalization of crafts.' But do literary and
archaeological sources suggest emergence of such a
phenomenon? It has also been noticed that in our period
considerable advancement took place in the economic,
politico=-legal, social and religious status of artisans

18

and craftsmen. Are these suggested changes compatible

with the hypothesis of decline of crafts-~production.

In the light of abovesmentioned issues our initial

focus would be on an examination of the contemporary

18. Sharma, R.S., SAI, (1980 ed.), p.313,
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literary, epigraphic and archaeological sources providing
evidence on various crafts items and on craftsmen

producing them, B

§gainst the background of the existing theory of
urban decay which is considered an outcome of the shrinkage
in foreign trade, we proéose to examine afresh the extent
and nature Of change which crafts production may have gone
through au:ing the Gupta period, We propose to do this
by meticulous tabulation of crafts-items Of pre-Gupta and
Gupta periods discovered from various archaeological sites,
But, for a variety of reasons, only sample sites would be
chosen to represent distinct regions of the Indians
sub=continent. In the same context, we shali alsoc attempt
to examine the state of technology in our period as
‘against the preceeding phase wherever possible we shall
follow this up finally with a discussion on the changing
social and ritual status of craftsmen in our period by
trying to compare it with the situation in the preceeding
périod. This is proposed to be done by thoroughly
examining the provisions of literéry works, particularly
Sprti and Puranic works., The process of ﬁhe crystalization
of crafts guilds into caste organizations along

occupational lines, and its impact on the status of
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craftsmen have also to be examined in this context., Religio-
legal.dissabilities impdsgd in the Dharmasastras on
craftsmen have to be analysed in the context of the

changing material milieu and the economic condition of

‘the craftsmen inferred from the state of crafts-pfoduction
in which they were engaged. This will enable us to find

out whether all categories of craftsmen should be considdred
as consisting of one social group or whether one should
consider the community of craftsmen too as representing a

hierarchical structure.
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SECTION II

Sources which will require to be explored for the
present investigation are somewhat inadequate and at the
same time varied. The major problem concerning the
literary sources is that of dating and although in most
cases a wide time~bracket is suggested for dating the
individual texts, it is far from certain whether dates can
be rigidly fixed as to correspond to a particular century.
However, our method would be to go by the geheral consensus
among historians of literature and most literary texts
used by us, to go by such consensué, would correspond to

the broad timespan, C.A.D. - 300-600. -

The major literary sources toO be examined for our

proposed theme of enquiry are thus: Sudraka'séfEbehakatika%a

Visakhadatta's Mudréréksasamfo Kalidasa's Raghuvaﬁsag%l
Meghac‘m*t:ama;?2 Rtusarhh'éramza? and Kum‘érasambhava%fi" and the

Kamasutra of Vatsyayana. ©Sudraka's Mrchchakatikamhas been

1

19 iMrdchakatikamof Sudraka (ed. and éf,) by M.R, Kale,
Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 1982.

20 Mudraraksasaw(ed. and tr.) by V.B. Bedakar, Bombay,
1942
21 Devadhar, C.R,, works of Kalidasa, Motilal Banarasidass,

Delhi, 1966 (First ed.), vol.II.
22 ibid.
23 ibid,

24 ibid.
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variously assigned to the period ranging from the 2nd century

century B.C, to the 6th century A,D, but it cculd not have

been written before the 4th century A.D.ZS-

Similarly, Visakhadatta's Mudraraksasam can roughly

be assigned to the Gupta period.26 The works of Kalidasa

have been assigned to the Gupta period.27 The . date of

the Kamasutra of Vatsayayana can also be | assigned to the
28 29

3rd=-4th century A.D, We have also 'used Chaturbhani,

a collection of four one act plays, to glean information
about our .theme o©of research. These works, on the basis
of society reflected in them, the types of men and
communities that they deall) with, their tone and temper, .
their lexicographical and.stylistic peculiarities, may be
placed in the time of Harsa of Kanauj or even that of

30

the later Guptas, The Tamil work Silappadhikaram of

-

25 Dasgupta, S.N., History of Sanskrit Literature (classical
period), vol.I, University of Calcutta, 1947, p.240.,

26 ibid., pp.262-63,

27 Banerji, S.C., A Companion to the Sanskrit Literature,
Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1971, p.49.

28 Ke;th, A,B.,, A History of Sanskrit Literature, Oxford
University Press, Humpherd Miliford, Ist ed, 1920, reprinted
1941, p.51, Banerji, S.C., op.cit., p.109. :

29 C@atgrbhani, ed. & Hindi tr. by Agarwal, V.S, & Motichandra,
Hindi Granth Ratnakar Karyalaya, Bombay, 1960.

30 Dasgupta, S.N,, op.cit., p.249.
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Ilango Adigal has been utilised to corraborate the
information from bther sources though it may be the work

of much a later period. 1In fact, views about the date of

this epic Vary considerably. ©One viéw even considers it

as belonging to the secénd quarter of the tenty century A.D.31
On the other hand the complete silence of this work with
regard to the Pallavas of Kanci is considered as an

evidence for second century A.D., as its date.>2

rd
The lexicon Amarakosa and the technical work

Brhatasamhita of Varahamihira are replete with information

L 3

on our theme of research. The period of Varahamihiras

life cannot be placed before the last quarter of the 5th

33

century A.D, The vocabulary of Amarakosa is skin to

Sudraka's Mrcbchakatikah;’Kalidasa's plays, Bharata's

- /- - -
Natyasastra, Vatsyayana Kamasutra, all of which are placed

between the 2nd and the 6th century A.D.34 G.N., Shastri

31 Subramanyam K.N., Silappadhikaram, represented from
Tamil Agam Prakashan, Delhi, 1977, p.vii.

32 Silappadhikaram, tr., with an introduction and notes
by V.R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, Humphrew, Milford,
Oxford University Press, 1939, p.9.

33 Shastri, A.M, Indian as seen in the Brhatsamhita of
Varahamihira, Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 1969, p.17.

34 Bhandarkar, R.G., A Peep into the early History of India,
Bombay, 1920, p.45. '
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thinks that Amarasimha, the author of Amarakosa, probably

‘flourished in the. seventh century A.D.35

The Smrti works of Visnu, Yajhavalkya, Narada, Brhaspati
and Katyayana have alsofzz to be utilised for our proposed
theme of research. P.V. Kane gives following the dates
for these smritis: Visnu (A.D. 100~300), Yafﬁavalkya
(A.D. 100-300), Narada (A.D. 100-400), Brhaspati (A.D.300-500)
and Katyayana (A.DJLOO-GOO).36 The\matefial collected from
these émritis is supplemented by and compared with the
Smrti section of the following Puranas: .Vifl:lu, Vayu,
MErkagdeya, Matsya, Bhavisya and'Bhagavata. In these Puranas,
the chapers dealing with the duties of the varnas, on
funeral sacrifices and on the social customs in general
have been roughly assigned to our period.37 Similarly,
the variants in the Santi parvan and the Anusasana parvan

of the Mahabharata seem to be more in line with the Smrti
. 9

35 Shastri, G.N.,, History of Classical Sanskrit Literature,
Oxford University Press (2nd ed., 1960), p.157.

36 ° Kane, P,V,, History of Dharmasastras, Bhanderkar oriental
Research Institute, Pune, 1941, vol,II, pt, I, p.II.

37 Hazra, R,C., Puranic Records on Hindu Rites and Customs,
Dacca, 1940, pp.l74-78.




16

38

sections of Puranas, We have also gathered information

from Manusmrti, a work assigned to (B.C. 3OO-A.D.200).39
to underline changes in our period as compared to the

preceding phase,

All these Smrti and Puranic works have been utilized
to ascertain the nature of changes that may have taken
place in the social and ritual status of craftsmen in our

period in contrast with the preceding one.

In addition to literary texts, the other category
of written documents that we have used is epigraphic. Unlike
literafy texts, inscriptions in almost all cases can bé
precisely dated. They can also be located in rarparticular
geographical contexts. We have examined numerous inscriptions
belonging to our period to supplement the information
collected from literary sources. However, most of them are
from North India. Although we have gone throudh all the
inscriptions of the Gupta perioa edited and compiled in

Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum,40

vol,III, and edited in the

38 Sharma, R.S., SAI, op.cit. (1980 ed), p.246.
39 Kane, P.V., Op.cit., veol.II, part I, p.l11.

40 Fleet, J.F., Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum vol.III,’
Inscription.of the Early Gupta Kings and their succession
Indological Book House, Varanasi, 1970 (reprinted), Revised
by D.R. Bhandarkar, Archaeological Survey of India,

New Delhi, 1981.




17

different volumes of the Epigraphia Indica, only few of them

are useful for our present theme of enquiryl These inscrip-
fions, which mostly record land grants to Brahmanas, milit-
ary chiefs to tgmples also refer to artisans and craftsmen in
different contexts. S0, we can supplement the information
gleaned from liter;ry sources about the existence of various
categories of craftsmen in our period. Besides, references to
particular groups of craftsmen making donations to temples
which are recorded in some inscriptions, would indicate their
étanding in society. In some cases the head of the crafts-
guild41 is referred to as a member of the city council, which

too is suggestive of his and his groups status in society.

For our present research theme archaeological source=-
material had also to be tapped, though, in view of the vast-

ness of the data available, a choice had to be made in thei::::E;f;
beginning regarding the data to be explored. The crafts-

items excavated from different sites distributed in the

various parts/ of the sub-continent, provide the most authen-

tic, objective and precise information for the problem to be

dealth with in our research., Information regarding variocus

crafts-items in our literary sources is very often vague,

41 CII, vol.,III (revised ed. p.286. Damodarpur copper=-plate
ITnscription of Kumargupta I the year 124), p.290.
(Damodarpur copper=-plate inscription of Kumargupta I,

the year 128), p.362 (Damodarpur copper-plate inscriptions
of Visnugupta, the year 224.
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imprecise and exaggerated. Besides, it cannot be used for
assessing qualitative and quantitative changes that a
particular crafts item went through over centﬁries. On the
contrary, a meticuldﬁs examination of archaeological data |
would help us form at least a general impression regarding

the changing state of crafts-production in terms of volume

and quality, by tabulating and computing the crafts items

of two phas=2s and making a compariscon between them. ‘Also

in most cases we can know the state of technoiogy of different
crafts in a particular phase., For various seasons, we have
only selected sample sites representing different geographical
zones Of the Indian sube-continent, Only such sites have been
chosen as have yielded a substantial gquantity of artifacts
from the strata of both Gupta ﬁeriod and of preceding phase,
s0 that by way of'c0mparing the data from these two.phases

certain trends in crafts—production can be noticed.

Following are the selected archaeological sites from

different geographical zones of Indian sub=-coOntinent :

i, North India : Taxila42 & Ahichahatra.43

42 Marshall, J. Taxila, An Illustrated Account of Archaeo-
logical Excavation, Cambridge Univ, Press, 3 volumes,

43 Ancient India, no.1, Jan. 1946, pp.49f; Ancient India,
no.4, pr.l1l26£,
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45

ii. Middle Gangetic FPlain : Kosambi,** Rajghat,
Pataliputra46 and vaisali47.
e : . 48 49
iii. Central and Western India : Bhokardan, Paunar,
Devnimore,50 Brahmapuri.s1 .
: 52 . 53
iv. Eastern Deccan : Yaleswaram™ -~ & Salihundam.
44 Sharma, G.R., The Excavation at Kosambi, (1957-59),
University of Allahabad, 1960. _
45 Narain, A.K, & Roy, T.N.,, Excavations at Rajghat,
(1957-58 & 1960-65), part.l to 1V, Varanasi, 1976-78.
46 Altekar, A,S., & Mishra, V., Report on Kumrhar Excavation
(1955-57) , K.P, Jayaswal Institute, Patna, 1959.
47 Deva, Krishna & Mishra, V., Vaisali Excavationg 1950
Published by Vaisali Sangh, Vaisali (Bihar), 1961,
Sinha, B.P. & Roy, S.R., published by directorate of
Archaeology and Museum Bihar, Patna, 1969. \
48 Deo, S.B, & Gupta, R.S. Excavationsat Bhokardan, Nagpur,
Aurangabad, 1974. '
$
49 Deo, S,B, & Dhawalikar, M.K,, Excavationsat Paunar,
Nagpur Univ, Nagpur, 1967,
50 Mehta, R,N, & Chowdhary, S.N,, Excavation at Devnimore,
(1960-63), M.S. University, Baroda, 1966,
51 Sankalia, H,D. & Dikshit, M.G., Excavation at Brahmapuri
(Kolhapur, 1945-46, Deccan College, Poona, 1952).
52 Khan, A.W,, A Monograph on Yaleswaram, published by Govt,
of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, 1963. '
53

Subramanyam, R,, Salihundam, A Buddhist site in Andhra

. Pradesh, Hyderabad, 1964.
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The sites chosen are thus distributed over almést all
the major regions of the sub-continent and will suggest the
state of crafts production, or at least the créfts-items were
cirCulated, during pre-Gupta and Gupta periods, At all the
'sites both cultural phases are present and since detailed
reports are available on all of them, an impressionistic, if

not wholly, satisfactory, comparison between the two phases

is possible,
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CRAFTS ITEMS

Literary, archaeological and epigraphic sources which can be

assigned to the period between C.A.D, 300 and 600 and makes us

familiar with various categories of c:afts and craftsmen during
this period. According to the nature of the basic raw materials
which were transformed into crafts items, we have grouped crafts-
production into two broad categories : (i) Non-metallic and

(ii) Metallic. However, we would be required to further classify
crafts-productionvunder different sub-groups as the nature of ra%

materials even within these two broad categories varies widely.,

Non-Metallic Crafts

(i) Pottery : As we begin our enquiry with non-metallic crafts-
items, the most important product which attacts our attention, in
terms of satisfying the needs of various sections of society of
our period, is pottery. ‘Though contemporary literary and epi-
grapﬂic sources refer to the craft of pottery making and to potters
only very rarely{ archaeological‘evidence is the testimony of its
wide prevalence during this period. The Amarako§a1 mentions two
names for potters (Kumbhakara & Kulala), The Brahatsathhita refers

L3

to the words (Cakrika? Cékrgcarg?iGhatakgréf for potters. We

have also evidence of potter's wheel, suggested by such terms

1 AmarakoégL edited with notes and the Maniprabha Hindi commentary

by Pt. Hargovinda Sastri, the Chowkhamba Sanskrit series office,
Varanasi, 1968, 2.10.6.

2 Brhatsamhita of Varahamihira with English translation and notes
by Pt. Bhaskara V, Subramanya Sastri, B

pegess

3 ibid. X.12. L GleTas
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o

as Cakra on which different types of vessels and pots were thrown.5

The Brihatsamhitd also mentions painted pots (Citrabh?a'nde_mi).6 The

. ®

word mentioned for &3rthelnvessel in the Brhatsamhits is (Bhanda) .’

For pot the word mentioned is Kumbha.8 The Silappadikaram9 also

refers to potters.

Archaeological excavations have yielded numerous specimens of
pots; terraéotta figures, seals and beads from different sites
representing different regions of the Indian sub-continent. We
classify them as (i) Housé-hold utensils (ii) Terracotta figurines,
(iii) clay seals and beads. The sample excavated sites from
different zones bear witness to how the potters craft functioned in
our period. They have yielded earthensutensils of varied utilities
an@ shapes. What follows is a survey, undertaken region-wise, of
the major pottery types which excavations have yielded. 1In the
subsequent chapter the excavated material would be taken up for

comparative assessment.

Northern Region:

To begin with the northern part of the Indian sub-continent,
the Sirsukhlo site of Taxila which has been assigned to the period

(2nd/3rd century A,D, to 5th century A.,D.), yielded a handled jug

ibid, X.12.

ibid, X.10.

ibid, LXXXVII,.12.

ibid, LXIL.24,

Silappadikaram, tr. with an introduction & notes by V.R. .

Ramachandra Dikshitar, Humphrey, Milford, Oxford, 1939, p.111.

10 Marshall, Sir John, Taxila: An illustrated Account of
Archaeological Excavation, Cambridge Univ. Press, 1951, vol.I,

Chap.8, p.217. :

OENoOW
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of fine sandy red clay with thick red wash, Also several
vessels, including a cup, a bowl, a lamp and four miniature
vases have been reported. "Stratum III (c.A.,D, 350-750) at

11

Ahichchatra™" has yielded common bowls, common jars, jars

with bottle necks, Handi and cooking vessels.

Middle Géngetic Plain:

From period IV (C.A.,D. 300-~700) at Rajghat,12 handled
vases, lids of variqus types, carinated cocking Handis and a
large number of miniature pots have been unearthed. Period IV
at Kumrahar13 (C.A.D, 300-450) has yielded baéins, vases,
bowls, 1lids and ® spouted sprinklers., The period IV of

14

Vaisali excavations (C.A.D, 300-600) provides evidence of

bowls, vases storage jars and decorated sherds in good numbers,

Central and Western India:

From period II (C.A.,D, 300 onwards) at Bhokardan15 in the
Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, we have evidence of earthen

vessels such as Pantis, basins, lids, Kuja$’, storage jars,

. 16

miniature pots, etc. Devnimori (3rd to 5th century A.D.) in

11 Ghosh, A, & Panigrahi, K.C., ‘'The Pottery of Ahichchatrai
Ancient India, no.1l, Jan. 1946, p.49.

12 Narain, A.K. & Roy, T.N., (Henceforth Narain & Roy),
Excavation at Rajghat (1953-57, 1960-65), part.I, p.64.

13 Al tekar, A,S, & Mishra, V. (Henceforth Altekar and Mishra),
Report on Kumrahar Excavation (1951-55), K.P, Jaiswal
Institute, Patna, 1959, pp.59-76,

14 Deva, Krishna and Mishra, V. (henceforth Deva and Mishra),
Vaishali Excavations 1950, Published by Vaishali Sangh
Vaishali (Bihar), 1961, pp.33-48,

15 Deo, S.B. & Gupte, R.S, (henceforth Deo and Gupte),
Excavation at Bhokardan, Nagpur University, 1974, p.82f.

16 Mehta, R.N. and Chowdhary, S.N., (Henceforth Mehta.and

. Chowdhary), Excavation at Devnimori (1960-63), M.S,
University, Baroda, 1966, p.696.
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north=-eastern part of Gujarat provided evidence of a good number
‘of earthen utensils which include bowls (plain and spouted),
large jars, Handi, Kunda, globular small pots and large pots,

Apart from these, three sherds of amphorae have also been

17

discovered from this site. This well-levigated light cream -

ware, however, is the well-known Roman import in India.18

dabber (Pindlo), used by the potter,19 of granite was also

A

obtained from this site, The period III (A.D, 3rd to 8th
century) at Paunarzo has yielded a wide-range of ceramic items,
These include short and high~-necked jars, cafinated Handis,
Kundis and storage jafs. At Brahmapuri (Kolhapur)21 layers 5
aﬁd 6, assignable to period 4th to 9th century A.,D. have

yielded dishes, platters and cups in great abundance.

EBEastern Deccan:

From the late phase (4th~5th century A.D, to 7-8th century
A,D,) at Salihundam in Andhra Pradesh the findings include dishes,
bowls, lid-cum-dishes, carinated vases, miniature pots,

U
- sprinklers, spﬂ?s and troughs.22

(ii) Terracotta:

Besides pottery, the potters' craft also included

proeduction of terra€ottas, which in India were of high antiquity.

17 ibid, p.76.

18 ibid.

19 ibid, p.89.

20 Deo, S.B. & Dhawalikar, M.K., (henceforth Deo & Dhawalikar),
Excavation at Paunar, Nagpur University, Nagpur, 1967, pp.49-5l.

21  Sankalia, H.D. & Dikshit, M.G. (henceforth Sankalia & ‘
Dikshit, The Excavation at Brahmapuri (Kolhapur), 1945-46,

o Deccan College, Poona, 1952, p.58f.

22 Subramanyam, R., Salihundam, A Buddhist site in Andhra Pradesh
Hyderabad, 1964,(;@.68.\
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Objects and artifacts in terracotta were intended chiefly for
- domestic use, for household decoration as childrens‘t0ys and
for popular religious and magical purposes. We offer below a

region~wise survey of terracotta finds from the archaeological

strata which have been assigned to our period of study.

Northern Regions

Froms&ratum III (c.A.D. 350-750) at Ahichchatra,? we have
a considefabié-number of images of gods and godesses, of men,
“women and animals. A female figurine with a child has also
been reported., Eleven fragmentary plagques from our period
represent Surya or Sun-—God.24 A good number of figurines
represent miscellaneous deities éuch as Narasimha, Kubera,
Karttikeya, Naga, Ganesa and Parvati.25 They are from the strata
III & II which correspond to the period A.D. 350-850, Images of
the‘goddess Durga26 subduing the Mahisha- Demon first makes her
appearance in Stratum IIIC,, corresponding to the period A.D,
450~550. Clay figurines representing Naigamegé, both male and
female, occur at Ahichchatra in strata IIIb and IIIa which have
been roughly assigned to period A.D., 550-750. Its special
feature is a goat-like animal face and long dangling ears having

either pierced holes or slit marks. Below a hooked nose the

mouth is indicated by a deep-cut slit,

23 Agrawala, V.S,, 'Terracotta from Ahichchatra', Ancient
India, no.4, p.l126. :

24 Ibid, p.128.

25 "ibid, p.130.
26 ibid, p.133.
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A very considerable group of terracotta figurines,27

all
from the stratum III assigned to period (C.,A,D. 350-=750)
repreéent men and women conforming to a set art style. They
are remarkable for.the great variety of hair-styles. A small

group of females heads shows the head covered by a veil. An
28

interesting group of terracottas®® from stratum IIIb (550-650

A.D.) at Ahichchatra represents a female figure with a child in

her arms,

We have alsoO terracottas from Ahichchatra representing

29

horse and elephant-riders. Produced out of double-moulds, they -

are found in the middle level of stratum IIIb assigned to the
preriod A.D. 550-650., Also figurines30 with foreign ethnic
features occur in strata IIIa and IIIc at this s te. Hollow,

31

round plagques, one of them with reliefs of elephants in

different poses, are other finds from the same stratum of this

Siteo !

Middle Gangetic Plain:

Period IV (C.A.D, 300-700) at Rajaghat yielded terracotta

discs,32 pottery discs,33 seats34 or stools, dagger35vwith hilt,

27 ibid, p.137.

28 ibid, p.146.

29 - ibid, p.152.

30 ibid, p.155,

31 ibid, p.161.

32 Narain & Roy, op.cit, part.III, p.55.
33 ibid, p.58.

34 ibid, p.60.

35 *ibid.
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36 37 dabbers,38 gamesxﬁen,39 balls,4o,

pestles,41 miniature offering lamps,42 ear—ornaments,%a skin-

45 =
rubber.44 stoppersg and cones.?® A terracotta mould, possibly

toy cart-frames, lidas,

for making plaques, also occurs at this site from the level of
period IV (C.A.D. 300-700).%7
A large number of terracotta figurines have been unearthed

from the level of the period IV (C.A.D. 300-450) at Kumrhar,

They include figurines of deities like visnu, Ganesa, etc.

along with figurines of the Budaha.48 Apart from this we have

Naigameéé figurines,49 figurines of male and female worshippers,50

51 52

terracotta animals, terracotta cones, 53

skin rubbers.
54

In
our period at Vaishali, apart from Naigam esa, we have some
mlscellaneous figurines, such as busts of male figurine and head
of human figurines.55 We have also animal figurines of

elephant or other animals.56 Terracotta wheelé aré also reported

from this period.>’

36 Ibid, p.61.

37 ibid, p.63.

38 ibid, p.63.

39 ibid, p.69.

40"y ., ibid, p.65.

41  ibid, p.66.

42 ibid, p.66.,

43 ibid, p.67.

44 ibid, p.69.

45 ibid, p.70.

46 ibid: )

47 ibid, p.63.

48 Altekar & Mishra, op.cit, p.108.
49 ibid, p.109.

50 ibid, p.111.

51 ibid, p.119.

52 ibid, p.125.

53 ibid, p.l126. '
54 Deva & Mishra, op.cit, p.53.
55 ibid, pp.53-54.

56 ibid, pp.55-56.

57 ibig, Pi;?.
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Central and Western India :

Terracotta figures from period III (3rd to 8th century A.D)
in Paunar comprise horses; elephants, bulls and a monkey - like
figure.s8 Terracottas from period II (300 A.D. onwards) at
Bhokardan are represented by male énd feﬁale figurines,59 toys

or animal figui:ines,60 ear ornaments,61 ba_ngles,62 63

64

rings,

ture pots, bowls and lids, gamesmen,65 pottery d_iscs,66 menbles,

68 69 70

or small balls, wheels, skin rubbers, votive tanks and
crucibles.71 Terracotta objects coming from our period in
Devnimori72 (3rd to 5th century A.D,) consist of beads, votive,

tanks, animal figurines, discs, flesh-rubbers etc.

Eastern Deccan

A variety of terracotta objects were recovered from Sali-

73

hundam’~ which are of the late phase (4th-~5th to 7th-8th century

A.,D,). They include mainly human and animal figurines, plaques,
seals, discs, spools, and tiles besides a few moulded bricks and

finials,

58\ Dee & Dhawalikar, op.cit. p.90.
59, / Deo & Gupta, op.cit. p.147

60\ ibido Pe 151-530

61 ibid. p.159

63 ibid. p.160.

64 ibid.

65 ibid. p.161.

66 ibid, p.163

67 Pbid. p.164.

68 ibid.

69 ibid., p.165

70 ibid., p.166

71 ibid. »

72 Mehta & Chowdhary, op.cit. p.91.
73 Subramanyam, R., Op.cit. p. 100f,

minia-

67
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III Stone=Cutter's Craft :

Work in stone involved skilis of masons, stone-cutters and
sculptors., The sculptural findings of our period are many and in
‘addition to the fact this was the period whenvthe famous Sarnath
school prospered and excavations of caves at Ajanta continued, a
number of religious complexes of the period reveal the high skill
with which stone as a material for the craftsman was handled .
The Amarakos$a mentions two terms for tools used by the sculptors

for breaking and shaping the stone~pieces (Tanka, Pﬁsﬁnadéfana).74

. .

Some of the more outstanding specimens from our period include the

image of Ganga from Besanagar, the well-known sculptures from
Devagarh, the standing and seated Buddha figures of Sarnath.

Sivalingas from Khoh and Uclahara,75

an Avalokitesvara figure from
Sarnath, a standing figure of Buddha from Mathura and a detached
colossal Buddha image preserved in the Mathura museum are some
other excellent specimens reveaiing a high level of skill of stone=-

76 From V‘aisaliT7 we have a figure of

carving in the Gupta period.
the Buddha, seated in ?admaééna on a pedestal adorned with a Cakra,

The excavation at Devnimori78 has also yielded fragments of images

74 AmarakoSa, 2.10.34.

75-~yAgaawala, V.S. : Gupta Art (A History of Indian Art in Gupta
Period) Prithvi FPrakasan Varanasi, 1977, p.24.

76 ibid., p.27.
77 Sinha, B.P. & Roy, S.R. Op.cit. p.201.

78 Mehta, R.N. & Chowdhary, S.N., op.cit. pp.87-89.
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of the Buddha. Paunar79 and BhokardanBO also provide evidence of

sculptural activities in the form of stone plaques, A torso of

the Buddha is also reported from the level of cur period at

Saﬂ.ihundam.81

Among utilitarian items, made of stone in our period, we

have Konora and Thatwa, used by the potters to thin out the

82

clay walls of the vessels, from Sirsukh (Taxila), sandstone

crossbars, a sandstone wheel and a fragment of a small stone

83

pot from Kumrahar, potter's supporting Pindlo (Dabber),

mullers, hammer stones, dishes, diécs and upper and lower parts

of rotary querns withihorizontal perforation for handle from

84 85

Devnimori, querns, mullers and rotary querns from Paunar,

rotary querns, skin-rubbers and dabbers, mullers, mortar, tools

for professional use like a sharpener, bead polisher, stone-

86

balls and stone cakes of doubtful use from Bhokardan, =~ _ querns

with mullers, upright railings, cross-~bars with lotus designs,

Harmikas and inscribed slabs from Salihundam.87

(iv) Glass:

Literary and archaeological evidence reveals the existence

of crafts associated with manufacturing of glass items. The

79 Deo, S,B, & Dhawalikar, M.K., Op.cit, p.108.

80 Deo, S.B., & Gupta, Op.cit, pp.201-3.

81 Subramanyam, R,, Op.cit, p.108.

82 Marshal, J., op.cit, vol.II, p,502.

95 Altekar, A.S. & Mishra, V.K., op.cit, p.137.

84 Mehta, R.N, & Choudhary, S.N,, op.cit, pp.87-89.
85 Deo, S.B, & Dhawalikar, M.K., Op.cit, p.108.

86 Deo, S.B. & Gupta, R.S., op.cit, pp.27=29.

87 Subramanyam, R., op.cit, p.108.
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Amarakosa uses two names for glass (Kaca amﬂ%ﬁ$§ﬁ9§8 In the
89

Brghatsamhita too, we get evidence of glass (Kaca).

Varahamihira has mentioned glass along with other articles as

L e e 2 -

as a commodity for trade and commerces>? 1In a book on the
science of jewels, Ratnapariksd the Buddhist scholar Buddhabhatta

S1

has made a reference to glass among several gems and jewels,

The Brfhatsafhita also alludes to the making of mirrors,

possibly made of glass, The statement that solar rays, reflected

‘on a mirror kept outside, illuminate the interior of the house

(Ksapayanti Darpanodaranihita iva mandirsyé'ntah)92 possibly
refers to a mirror, made of glass, having the polish of mercury.
This can further be substantiated by the reference of the

s
Amarakosa93 t0 mercury having four names (Capala, Rasa, Suta and

Parada) mentioned in sequence along with glass, In Sudrakas

Padmaprabhrtikam®? we find descdption of mirrors which had got
&

tarnished in the rainy season and were being wiped up
'—pﬁ—%%_f ) . C
(5754 M#E%@Tﬂ:ﬁj?ﬂLl F4got; ), This further alludes

to the manufacturing of glass - mirrors since only glass-mirror
95

of

can be cleaned by wiping. In Padatadikatakam

Shyamilakavi +the word for looking glass is (Atmadaré% and

88  Amarakosa, 2.9.99.
89. Brhatsamhita, ch.87, S23, Ch.48, S.8.
90 Brhatsamhita; XLII.8,10.

91 Ratnapariksa of Buddhabhata, Verses, 46-47, 192-92, 16566,
205-208, Cited in Ancient Glass and India by S.N. Sen&tMamta
Chowdhary, Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi, 1985,

92 - Brhatsamﬁita,, ch.IV, S,2.

93 Amarakosa, 2.9.99.

94 Chaturbhani, p.68.

95 - Ibid, p.2b6.
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- Darpana). The Amarakoéé also provides evidence of severai
glass articles like Singhanam (a glass vessel), Sikyakaca
(glass cup) and Kicasthali (glass-dish).96 For looking glass

4 -
we have also references in the Raghuvamsawa7 Kumarasaxﬁbhava,98

and Rtusan‘xharam.g9 of Kalidasa,
R e

’
Archaeological excavations too revéal that glaés was
used to fashion objects of different varieties and that it was
distributed widely throughout the sub-continent. This will be
evident froﬁ a éelect survey of‘arChaeological findings

presented below.

The Gangetic Plains:

In the Gangetic valley, at'Rajghat, period III attributed
to Circa second to fourth century A,D, is reporfed have yielded
beads of glass. 0 At vaisali, twovglaés beads are associated
with period IV dated 200-600 A.D. in 1950 excavations.l®! The

1961-62 excavation has also yielded bangles of glass from the

same period. 102

Central and Western India:

103

In Central India, at Maheshwar, period VI is attributed
96  Amarako$a, I1.9.98, 2.10.30, III.3.28.
97 Raghuvamsa, XII1,37, XViI, 26, XVIII.28.
98 ' Kumarasambhava, VII.26, VIII,1l.
99 Rtusamharam, IV.13.
100 Indian Archaeology: A review (henceforth IAR), for 1957-~58,
P.50.

101 Deva, Krishna & Mishra, V., op.cit, p.62.

102 I.A.R.,, 1961-62, p.7. ,

103 Sankalia, H.D., Subarao, & Deo, S.B,, The Excavation at
Maheshwar and Navdatoli, 1952-53, pp.26, 186.
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to 100-500 A.,D., Eight glass beads were associated with this
phase. The illustrated specimens are of white transparent

glass, a pale moss green colour and of a greyish-black glass

with whitish SpeckS.104 At Eran, beads of glass make their

appearance in period III when Red polished were came to be

used at that site,105

106

but glass was quite abundant in the

succeeding phase, The period covered by thesé phases would

correspond to circa 250-500 A.D,

In Western India, at Devnimori, a few fragments of glass
were recovered from an earthen vessel in the Stug§.107 These
comprised fragments of the neck of a bottle of deep blue colour,

probably with copper as the colouring agent.

The vihara at Devnimori has yielded a fragment of a fine
petal-shaped flat glass, partially devirtrified and having a
very rough surface, The third fragment consisted of the rim
of a bowl, of clear transparent glass, cut on the wheel to give
it a slightly oblique profile.l%? fThe finds have been dated
with the help of Ksatfapa coins, .dated 203-378 A,D. and certain
issues of Maitraka Bhattaraka (circa 380-405 A.D.).

n

104 ibid, fig.102, nos., 28, 29 and 36,

105 I,A,R,, 1960~61, p.18.

106 ibid, 1961-62, p.20. \
107 Mehta and Choudhary, op.cit, Plate XXIX,
108 ibid, pp.103-9.

109 ibid, p.104.



34

At the Ksatrapa-Gupta town of Amreli,110 in Kathiawar,
three objects of glass were found, These include the loop-
handle of a bowl or‘avcup, of opaque white glass, and fragments
of rims of two bowls., ©One of £hem is sub~triangular in shape,
made from pinkish glass, Another one belonging to the Gupta

period is of dull white opadue cclour.

At Prabhas Patan our period is represented by period V,
which is said to have yielded Ksatrapa and Gupta coins.111

This site has yielded one bangle and ten beads of glass.112

From Brahmanabad in Sind, comes a rather unusual specimen
of a complete glass bowl.113 This bowl has a globular belly
with vertical ribbings all over the body and a short neck having
an out=-turned rim. The bowl is attributed to about 400 A.D,
From the late and post Satavahana period (300-800 A.D,) at
Brahmapuri excavation we have evidence of glass slag and a
number of unfinished beads of glass in various stages of manu-

facture.114 Bangles, rings and other articles of glass were

110 Rao, S.R, Excavation at Amreli, Special Number, Bulletin of

the Museum and Pieture Gallery, Baroda, vol, IXVIII (19665
PPe 80 -8 1.

111 I.A.R. fOI‘ 1956-57' po 17.

112 Cited in M,G,., Dikshit's History of Glass, University of
Bombay, 1969, p.60.

113

Archaeol

! ical Survey of India, Annual Report. (Henceforth
AR

4 } 1908-09, Pe 82 . oo .f_r.. - w“,\u

iy

114 Sankalla & Dikshit, op.cit. p.98.
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also manufactured along side the beads.115

It indicates with
certainly that glass was actually worked at those site.116 The
occurrence of glass bangles in particular and,other objects made of
glass also confirms the existence of the craft of making glass-
items in our period at this site., The objects of glass from

Paunar consist of monochrome bangles, vessles, rings, and earorna~

ments. 117

Glass objects from period II (300 A.D. onwards) at Bhokardan

118 prom the top horizon of the level of

include mostly bangles.
the preceeding period IB (Ist century B.C. to 2nd-3rd century
A.D,) at this site we have fragﬁentary rims of glass-pots.119
We have also a good amount of glass slag and vitrified glass ‘-
fragments from the level assigned to our period., This implies

local manufacturing of glass at this site in our period.lz’o

(v) [Textiles :

The production of textiles in our period is attested by
references to the fabrics and their material in the literary
sources, Besides, there is ample material in the form of sculp.

tures from Saranath, Deogarh, Gwalior, Mandor, etc, and the

115 ibid,

116 ibid.
117 Deo & Dhawalikar, oOp.cit. p.103-8,
118 Deo & Gupte, Op.cit. p.197. |
119 ibid. p.201.

120 ibid.
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Ajanta paintings, especially of the cave XVII, These, together
with the scdlptures and terracottas, give us a tolerably good
idea of Indian costumes and textile materials roughly from the

end of the 3rd century to the end of the seventh century A.D, 121

TwO names Ghantarava, SanapuspAka are nmentioned for Sana(hemp)
122

in Amarakosa.

s

Another varlety of hemp called Bhanga from which

:/./

modern é anga has been derived is mentioned in this 1exican.123
Though in modern times it is known mainly as the source of an

intoxicant, in ancient India the fibre from the stern of the plant

was actually utilised for making clot'hs,124

The linseed plant

was also utilised for its fibres.??® This is mentioned in égégg-
kosa with three synonyms, §§_ur_n§ Um& and Atasi.'?® The categorical
mention of Ksaumd as cloth made of barkl?’ v&lkam Ksaumadi, removes

9 ]

the confusion of regarding the possibility of its being silk.

121 Motichandra, The History of Indian costumes from the 3rd to

the end of the 7th century A.,D,, Journal of Indian Society
of Oriental Art, vol,XII, 1944.

122 Amarakosa, 2.4.107.
123 ibid. 2.9.20.

124 Gopal, L, 'Textile in Ancient India‘', Journal of Economic
and Social History of Orient, vol.,IlIV, (19605, Pp.54=55,

125 ibid. p.58.
126 Amarakosa, 2.9.20.

127 ibid. 2.,6.111,
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Apart from these sources of fabrics, another variety of

cloth mentioned profusely in the literature of our period is
' - - s =129
Ti1a, 128 ' i ifi ' h Ksauma, s
Dukula. Although the Amarakosa identified Dukula with £ 3.,
Lalanji Gopal convincingly argues, on the basis of references
from other sources, that these were two distinct types of cloths,

and not thé finer or coarser varieties of the same type of cloth130

The Q;hatsambité refers to a fresh white Dukula cloth(Daukulyet

_Navena).131

A sloka in the Brhatsamhita suggests ‘that cotton was the

132

chief fabric for garments, The Amarakosa lists three names

for cotton cloths;133 (Kagpésam, Phalam and Véaaram). For cotton
13 3a

{ .
two names occur Pitu and Tula.
4

The Brhatsamhiﬁa's‘predictionéif'

o

relating to the effect of rains and of astronomical conjunctions
on cotton crop indicate that cotton (Kitgésam) was an important
item of cultivation. 1In one context, the text also referQs té

a pair of cotton cloths (Karpasika vastra Yuqam).135

128 Raghuvamsam, VIII. 24, VII. 18~-10 Rtusamharam II.26

129 Amarakosa, 2.6.113.

130 Gopal, L. op.cit, pp.58=59,
131 Brhatsamhita, LxXXII,1

132 ibid. XLIV, 15,

oo

133 Amarakosa, 2.6.111, I'33a Thid.2.9.106.

134 Brhatsamhita, V.75, XL.3, X.,14, and XXIX,.,5.

135 ibid. III.72. | : ~—
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V4
In the Amarakosa we have certain terms connected with

weaving Vema and Vayadanda for dressing the th;ead,136 Sutram

137 .13

and Tantu for thread, vani and Vyﬁtl 8 for weaving Trasara

and Sitra-vestana for rolling the thread., For weavers, the literary

sources of our period use three synonyms Tantuva a,139 Kuvinda}4o

141

Kaulika. We also.find in Amarakoéa, a long list of various

items of cloths.‘142 Bed covers, pillow-case, curtains are

known as Nicola and Pracchada Pata., For the dresses worn below
the belt such as trousers, Dhoti, sari etc. terms mentioned in it

aretAntariyam, Upasamvyanam, Paridhanam, and Adhoamsukam., Terms

: - - .. N . . -.-/-
for blouse are Cola and Kurpasak, Quilt is known to it as Nisara,

It also refers to words Ardhorukam and Candatakam to stand for

skirt, Vitanam, ulloca, were the names of the cloth used for

covering the ceiling. Pratisdrd3 and Javanika are the two

synonyms for tent.

The Amarakosa also gives words denoting the measurement of

143 V- &
q}oth. The cloth ends or hems are known as Dasa and Vasgga

the length as Daikdhyam, Ayama and Aroha and the breath as

N - 1/- - * +
Parinaha and Visalata. The various stages in the wear and tear

of the cloth after constant use have been expressed by several woré%%

01d worn~out clcthes are mentioned as Patafccaram, Jirnavastram while

damaged and dirty clothes have been termed as Nattaka and Karpata.

136 Amarakoéa, 2.10.28.

137 ibid.,

138 ibid., |

139 Amarakosa, 2.10.6.
140 ikid.

141 Brhatsathita, IIXC,20.

142 Amarakosa, 2.6.116=20.
143 ibid, 2.6.114.
144 ibid. 2.6-115.
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The Amarakosa also describes the various stages in the
manufacture of cloth right from the operation in the loom to the

finishing and calendering stages.145

For the cloth fresh from
the loom the following words have been used : Andhatam (uncalen-

dered), Nisp;avanl (fresh from the loom), Tantrakam (wcyen on the

loom). After the cloth was bleached it was known as Udgamanlyam.

The textile‘crafts also included the production of silken

146

P4 147 ! -~ * /.
cloths (Kauseya, Patrorna )e The Amarakosa explains silken

-cloths (Kauséza) as made from cocoons of worms (Krmiébttham)}48

.

The Brhatsamhiﬁé also provides evidence of fine silk (Kauséia

Patta) and bbeached 31lk (Patraurnlka)149 It also refers to

red silken cloth (Rakta Patta)gso The Padmaprabhrtakamls1 and

Ubhayasﬁriﬁg,lsz included in the Caturbhani, refer to soft silken
cloths (Pelavéééﬁka). In Padatadikatakam153 we .cOme across

another variety of silken cloth called Maramara Kauééya.

\Y

Other varieties of cloths were prepared from wool and fur.

The Amarakosa refers to cloths prepared from the wool and fur of

145 ibid., 2.6.112.
146 ibid, 2.6.111.
147 ibid. 2.6.113.

148 ibid. 2.6.111,

149 Brhatsamhita, XVI.30.
XN
150 4ibid, LXXXVII. 19.

151 Chaturbhani, p.78.

152 ibid. p.122.

153 ibid. p.229.
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sheep-like animals (Mrga) which was spun into woollen threads.154

They are called Raﬁkavanf§C>Mrgar0majagn TwO names are mentioned

155

for blanket : Rallaka and Kambala. Clothes made oOf sheep wool

156 14

and goats hair are also mentioned in the Brhatsamhita.
categorically says that the value of sheep is determined by the

~amount of wool they yield.ls7

Tailoring and Dyeing :

Certain ancillary crafts such as tailoring and dyeing grew

out of textile production. The Amarakosa refers to the practice

158

of sewing (Sevanam, Sivanqgfjgfszgtiz. It also mentions a

name for needle (Su.ci)159 The Brhatsamhita refers to the craft
of the tailors (Sucika).lao A tailor was known to Amarakosa by
two synonyms (Tunnavaya and Saucika) .01

Dyeing is also known from the literary sources of our

period, The Brhatsamhit3d provides evidence for yellow silken
162

" garments (Pitambara).

154 AmarakoééL 2.6.,111,

155 ibid. 2.6.116.

156 Brhatsamhiﬁa, XIL.2

157 ibid, XXVI,

158 Amarakosa, 3.2.5
159 ibid. 3.5.8.

160 Brhatsamhita, X.9.

161 Amarakoga, 2.10.6,

162 Brahatsamhita, XXIV.18.

L4
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Blue garments (Nila-V’astra),le3 )164

red garment (Raktapatta and

165

The Padatadita-

icatakam also mentions red cloths (Raktamsukam). °® For dyers, the

7 b .
terms occurring in the Amarakosa are Rangajiva and Cltrakara}67

clothes of varied cdlours (Citra Vastranpi).

-

(vi) Leather Crafts :

The use of products made from leather as the raw material
for different purpoOses was known at that time. In the Amarakosa

the general term for a leather-worker and the specific term for a

1

shoe-maker:®® (P3alkrta and Carmakara) are mentioned together with

some of his tools and leather products, namely, knife (Xra,
169 |

Carmapravedika), sheoes (Paduka, Padu and Upédétjjg“,17o leather
fan (Dhuvitram)171 and leather bottle for all (Kutupé, Kutu,
Snehapétram).172 The Brhatsaﬁhiﬁél73 refers to hides and other

leathern articles (Carmamaya).

163 ibid., LXXXVI.T79.
164 tbid. LXXXVII.19.
165 ibid. LXXXVII.15.

166 Chaturbhani, p.246.

167 _Amarakofa, 2.10.7.
~168 Amarakosa, 2.10.7..
169 ibid. 2.10.34.

170 ibid. 2.10.30.

171 ibid. 2:7.§3:

172 ibid. 2.9.%3.

173 Brhatsamhita, LXXXVII,.S8.
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(vii) Ivory items:

The technique of ivory carving and fashioning luxury items

was weli-developed by now. The raw-material was collected from

living and dead elephants. According to the Brhatsamhita

-

the value of elephants was determined by their tusks (Dantaih-
174 '

Nagah) . Ivory was then manufactured into luxury articles

. for richer households. In the Kamasutra, we come across a lute

hanging from a peg made of the tooth of an elephant

(NSgadantavSsakta).175

176

Kalidasa also refers to seats of ivory

(Gajadantasanam) . For ivory the term which occurs in the

177

The Silappadikaram informs us about |
178

rd -
Amarakosa is Visanam.
9 2

the instruments for ivory-cutting.

The Amarékoég, also
mentions dolls made of ivory (Pahcalikd and Putrikd).l”? fhe

elephant tusk (Gajadanta) was highly commanded for use in
180

‘

construction of couches. The only ivory piece, hitherto

known, which could be tentatively ascribed to the Gupta period,

~is a figure of Hanuman formerly in the collection of Mr. Nasli

M, Heeramaneck and now in the collection of the Seattle Art

181

Museum. Also the acquisition of four Gupta ivories by the

174 - Brhatsamhita, XXVI.S8.
178 Kamasutra, Chap.1, IV. p.112.
AXT16 Raghuvamsam, XVII.21.
o AT Amarakosa, 3.3.56.
B 178 Silappadikaram, p.206.
/179 Amarakosa, 2.10,.89.
180 Brhatsamhita, Chap. 79. ‘ -
;;81 Motichandra, 'Ancient Indian Ivories', Bulleting of the
Prince of Wales Museum of W. India, no.6, 1957-59, p.37.
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Prince of Wales museum, Bombay is of great importance for the

history of ivory carving in India.182

(viii) Oil-Préssing:

Oil pressing was another important craft of our period.
It was an essential technology related to domestic and ritual
functions, Oil was producéd different varieties of seeds:183
(Sarfa;a?L Tantubha’l, Kadémbakaiﬁ, Sesame 184 (TilaEgjé&;
Tilagigjaf?, Linseeal®> (Atasi, UﬁZ, Kfumé), black mustard®®
(Ksava, Ksutﬁbhijananagf REjikafi; “Krsnik3”;, Asuri). The use of

» * et ® >e W
187

ingudi oil for lighting lamps, curing boils188 and for hair189

is referred to in Kalidasa,

The Indor C,P, inscription of Skandagupta190

mentions that
in the city of Indragupta, there was a famous guild of oilmen

/ -
whose head was Jivanta., In the BrgZhatsathhita to00 we come across

a reference to oil_pressers191 (Pailika).

182  ibid,

183 Amarakosa, 2.9.17.

184  ibid, 2.9.19.

185 ibid, 2.9.20.

186  ibid, 2.9.19.

187 RaghuvamSam, XIV.81.

188 Devadher, C.R., Abhi{fana-Sakuntalam, vol.II, act.IV.
189  ibid, Act. II.S8. |

190 CII, vol,III (Revised), pp.

191 Brhatsamhita, 10.5.9: XVI.32,
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(ix) Carpentrys

The Contemporary literary sources bear testimony to the

craft of wood-carving or carpentry in our period., Five synonyms

s -
are given for carpenter in the Amarakosa (Taksa, Vardhaki,
[

192

Tvasta, Rathakara, Kasthatata ). Mention of the term

Rathakara suggests'that Chariot-makers (Rathakara) were one

By TN
>

amdhg>various groups of carpenters having expertise in the making

of different items of woods exclusively. We come across in the

193 The

Brhatsahhit3, reference to chariots having eight wheels.

/
Amarakosa gives two names for each village carpenter

(Gramadhinaka and Gramataksa) and an independent carpenter
—_—

(Kautataksa and Andhinakd). We are also informed about the tools
h,194 1195

of carpenters such as working benc
196

(Udvan), chise

(vrksadani, Vrksavedi) and saw

LJ - .

197

(Krakaca and Karapatram). The

-

.
oy . ;= - = .
Br&hatsamhita’ refers to the carriage-makers (Yanakara) which

- most likely was the work of a particular section of carpenters,

We have also exclusive reference to carpenters (Vardhaki, Taksa)
198 -

in it.

In Mudraraksasa Chanakya is seen mobilising all the
carpenters of Pataliputra to prepare the palace and city-gates

for Chandragupta on the occasion of his coronation.199 A socketed

192 Amarakosa, 2.10.9.

193 q;hatsamnits; Adh, 43.5-7.

'/194 Amarakosa,

195  ibid,

"196  ibid,

197  Brahatsamhifa, VI.17.

198  ibid, XLII.12, 19, 22, 29: LxX-28, LXXXVII, 20,24.
199 Marshall, op.cit, vol.,III, pp.551~52,
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edge-head with bent, wryneck blade to facilitate the trimming of
‘wood surface is reported from Jaulian site of Texila (dated@ 5th

C.A.D.).

The Brghatsamhit3 has some information on ship (Pota)200
1

and boat (ggg),zo manufacturing of which appears to have béen
a flourishing craft in our period, for it was used both in
internal and external trade. Besides, in transportétion and
warfare its utility was immense in those days. The references

202

to the various types of cots and coaches is also suggestive of

the varied use of the carﬁenters craft in our period,.

The Gunaighar inscription203 of Vainyagupta dated A,D, 507

points to the presence of carpenters in villages by way of

demarcating the plot of a carpenter (Vardhaki ksetram)., We have

also evidence of carpentry in Silappadikaram which describes

the shop of a carpenter in a market.2%% 1t also refers to boats2?®

Bamboo=Workers and Basket=Makers:

Like timber, bamboos and canes were used for the making
of household items such as furniture, baskets etc. The manufacture

of furniture from canes and reeds was included by Vatsyayana in

/ﬁBO Brghatsamhita, Adh. 48.S1.12,
201 'ibid, Adh.1IV, S1.8. s
202 ibid, Adh.79, S1.620-28,

203 Sircar, D.C., Select Inscriptions bearing on Indian History
of Civilization, vol.,I, Univ., of Calcutta, p.343.

204 Silappadikaram, pp.110-11.
205 ibid, p.136.
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206 .

the list of sixty-four arts. It also mentions the making of

carpets (B3ttika Vetravin vikalpd) °®7 and cushions for reclining
208

(Sa¥ana Arcanam). In Kalidasa's work, too, we have evidence

209 . ~ - .
The Amarakosa mentions baskets

of cane chair (Vetrasana).

hanging with the bamboo pole which were used for carrying goods

210

from one place to another, The Brhatsafhiti?ll refers to

rd .
the winnowing basket (Surpa). In Silappadikaram we have reference

to the palme-leaf basket,212 straw-granary,213 214

and basket of straw.215

winnowing fan,

In Sudraka's Padmaparabhrtakam, too we
12

have evidence of winnowing fan, made of palm-leaves (ghlavrgtam)ZIG
) ] °

METALLIC CRAFTS

The technol,égy of preparing metals from ores and fashioning'
different items 6f metals as also the use of alloys in requifed
proportions had long been known in India, The sources of the
Gupta period contain abundant references to items made out of
different types of metals and to professions of different
categories of metal workers, Adequate evidence on irén and on
blacksmiths is available in the literary and archaeological

sources of our period. The Amarakosa mentions seven names for

206  Kamasutra, pt.1, Chap.3, 15.
207  ibid, 3.

208  ibid.

209 Kumarasambhava, VI, 53,

210 Amarakosa, 2.10.30.

211 Brhatsamhita, Chap.,VL.63, Chap, LXII,3.
_213 ipid,

214 ibid, p.167.

215 ibid, p.218.

216 Chaturbhani, p.l14 & p.38.
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7
Eox

J
iron (Loha, Sastrakam, A¥a s, Asmasara, FPindam, Tiksnam and
0'

217 * e

Kalavasam) » TwO names VYokara, Lohakaraka, are mentioned for

blacksmith.218 Weapons, utensils or plough=share made from iron
P C -

are known to the Amarakosa as Kusi 219 From Brahatsathhita, we

know about iron-vessel (Lohe pgtre).zzo Iron dust (Lohegﬁrnez,zgl

smell of iron (LOhé?;hdhlkaz 223

0 s A
We also come to know about different household implements and

and iron weapon (Lohamaye Sastrah)

utensils such as knife (Ksura),224 razor (Ksﬁrgra),zzs frying

pPan (Kat?éha),226 227

Lavitram),228

spades (Khanltram), sickles (Datram,

ploughshare (NiriSam, Kutakam, Phalas’} Krsaka)229

I'd Py
and chain (Srnkhalam, Anduka, Nigada)..230 The Silappadikaram231

refers to a curved knife used for cutting green vegetables.

Darvi is a term, mentioned in Brahatsahhita, for spoon or
ladle.?32 possibilities of these uténsils being made from iron

can be substantiated by their occurrence in archaeological findings

(which we will mention subsequently).

217 Amarakosa, 2.9.98,

218 ibid, 2.10.6.

219 ibid, 2.9.99.

220 Brahatsamhita, LXXVIL2,

220 dibiq, . AT

222  ibid, LIVI108.

223 xibld LIII.GO._ .

224 Amarakosa, 3.5.20.

225 ibid, - e

226 ibid, 3 .SQI.i,

227  ibid, 2. 9 12.

228 ibid, 2, 9 .13,

3%8«} Aﬁ%gékosa, 28.41, Raghuvamsam, V.72,
231v Silappadikaram, D.220. '
232 Brahtasamhita, VL,63,
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-~ 'y
We have in Amarakosa and in other literary sources evidence

of weapOns used in war. These include Sword (Khadga ,233 Wheel

[
”~ . < s
(Cakra), 34 axe (Parasu),235 lance (’I'Omara),236 spike (Saktll,2?7
~ s
spear 1j337§3?238 and javelin.239 From Raghuvamsam we learn

about helmet made of iron (Sirastf'éna).240

In the Allahabad pillar inscription, it is reported that
Samundragupta's body was marked by wounds, caused by the blow
7 / '
of battle-axes (Parasu), spears (Sanku), pikes (Sakti), barbed

darts (Prasa), swords (Asg 1), lance (TIomara), javelins (Bhindapala),

iron arrows (Naracha), and many other weapons.241 The

Brhatsamhitg informs us about iron weapons used for killing

( ITFFI° :jq—«}rﬁ—,:}:( STITTA  <TTS ). 242

Literary texts of our period also refer to different types
of tools, manufactured by iron-smitﬁs for other craftsmen. We
have mentioned some of these in the context of the description
of other categories of crafts production, Apart from these,

243

there are references to steel hammer known as Ayoghana. The

Padatadikatakam, describes the sounds of hammering, cOming
=

from the shops of blacksmiths, Here alsc we come across references

to iron-tools.( &I ST 1%" q4%1ﬂ;%} ;;————_ 4;;{3 lg{“:TT%-f‘a

{:H% J?ESQTQ#%;ﬁ 244 have also mention of a butcher's shop where

= 7 -
233 Brhatsamhita, L.I.II; Amarakosa, I.I.28; Chaturbhani, p.15:
Silappadikaram, p.91.
234 Brhatsamhita, LXVIII.47.

235 ibid,

236 ibid, LXVIII,47 _

237 ibid. ' . B

238 Silappadikaram, p.148, 1944, 172; Brahatsamhita, LXVIII,47
239 Silappadikaram, p.91. °

240 Raghuvamsam, IV.64, _
241 Tleet; Inscriptions of the early Gupta kings and their

Successors, (CII), vol,III, Ind010g1cal Book House, Varanasi,
India, 1970, pp. 6=7.

242 Brhatsamhita, LIII.102. -,
243 Raghuvamsam, IV.33. 244, Chaturbhani, p.167.
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245

knives are suspended with walls, The Silappadikaram also

246

mentions instruments for cutting ivory. We also find evi-

dence of furnaces, and different items made from iron such as
hooks, chains, iron arms, sharp poles, bundles of arrows,

nails, needless and other implements.247

e
The Amarakosa, also refers to an image made of iron
248

(Sthuﬁa, §urmi, Ayahpratima) .

period have abundant evidence relating to the use of bellows
249

The literary sources of our

used by iron-smiths and other smiths. 1In the Amarakosa

two terms occur for it : Bhastfg, Carmaprasevika. Ih the
250

Silippadikaram, we find a simile depicting ladies breathing

as hevily as bellows owing to their separation from their

dear lords.

Archaeological findings from the sample sites represen-
ting different geographical regions of the sub-continent also
testify the existence of crafts of iron-smiths throughout

India in our period,

245 ibid., 167.

w246 Silappadikaram, p.200.

247 ibid., 218.

248 Amarakosa, 2.10.35.
249 ibid. 2.10.33.

250 Silappadikaram, p.108.
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Northern Region:

From different excavateg géges of Taxila the iron artifacts
include: (a) houséhold utensilgfiike féying pan or Kavnché for
making sweetmeat from Sirsukh (4th-5th century A.D.) and a bowi
from Dharmarajika (5th century A.D.). Other household items252
like bells from Dharmarajika and(Qauliﬁg (5th century A.D.),

e e =

locks from Pippala (5th century A.D,) and an axle of spigging
wheels from Mohra Maradu (5th century A;D.), (e) Weapons like
Javelin from Mohra Maradu (5th century A.D.}, spear head from
Jaulian (5th century A.D.), spear-~butt from Mohra Maradu (5th
century A.D.), and arrow heads from Kunala manastry (500 2.D,).
(d) tools - (i) a socketed adze-head with bent wryneck blade
used by the carpenters for trimming the wood surfacé254 from
Jaulian (5th century A,D.), (ii) knife or daggegssfrom Mohra
Maradu (5th century A.D,), (iii) tweezerszsgrom Giri (5th century
A,D.), i.e. Mi5celiane0us items like door bosseg57 from

Jaulian and Dharmarajika (5th century A.D.), hook&>B£rom Mohré
Maradu and Jaulian (5th century A.D.), clampéﬁgfrom Mohra Maradu
and Jaulian (5th century A.D.), staples269r0m sirkap and
Dharmarajika (5th century A.D.), hingegslfrom Mohra Maradu and-

Jaulian (5th century A.D.), needles from giri (5th century AQD‘);:

251 Marshall, op.cit., vol,II, p.540.
252 ibid., 543-44,

253 ibid. 544-45,

254 ibid., 51-=2.

255 ibid. p.554.

256. ibid. pp. 554~55-

257 ibid. pp.556-57.

258 ibid,
259 ibid. p.557.
260 ibid.

261 ibid. p.558
262 ibid. pp.558-59,
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i - These sites have also yielded agricultural

- RN

- i 263
implements which include a spade from Jaulian (5th century A.D.),
264" 268
a sickle’ from Giri (5th century A.D.). and spuds - (from

Dharmarajika and Kunala manasteries),

Middle Gangetic Plains:

From sub-periods IV,.21 to‘IV.24 (c.A.,D, 235-585) at
Kausambf66ir0n objects comprise of arrow-heads and knives. Iron
objects unearthed from periods IV and V (C,A,D. 300;600) at
Kumrahar are in fragmentary and corroded state and their forms
are.unrecognisable?.es7 At Vaisali the iron objects discovered from
the level of period IV (300-600 A,D,) inélude daggers, nails and

268
sickles,

Central and Western Region:

Iron objects from Devnimori (3rd to 5th century A.D.)
include nails, arrow-heads, a spear head, knives, daggers, rings,
a sickle, a chisel, a pick, a frying-trowel (Tavetha), scissors,
a door chain and a hook, besides a dozen objects of inaeteminate

use, 269

L
“263. ibid. pp.559-60.

L

264 ibid. pp.560-61.

265 ibid., pp.559-60.

266 Sharma, G.R., oOp.cit., pp.45-56.

267 Altekar, A.S5, & Mishra, V.K.,, oOp.cit. p.140.
268 Sihra, B.P. & Roy, S,R., Op.cit., Pp.199-200.

A§§9 Mehta & Chowdhary, op.cit., pp.96-103.
\ v
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A sizable number of iron=cbjects was récovered from period
II (300 A.D, onwards) at Bhokardan. These are: a pan, a small
pot, pairs of tongs, ladles, nails, chisels, a sickle, choppters,

270
knives, a spike, arrow-=heads, clamps and rivets."

Eastern Deccan:

The late phase (4th-5th to 7th-8th century A.D,) at Salihundam
271

yvielded iron ohjects like nails, sickle, axe, nail, door hook,
Secdnd to iron, working in copper, brass and bronze was
v ] . /
perhaps the most important metal craft of our period. In Amarakosa,
only the coppersmith is'mentioned, along with the blacksmith

272
and the goldsmith.’ Six synomyms are mentioned for copper in

7 - ) P iy,
Amarakosa (Tamrakam, Sulbam, Mlechamukham, Dvyastam, Va¥istam,
s o ’ &

273 ,
Udumbaram) « The r:Amazakosa also refers to coppersmiths .

. ~ ¥ 274 :
(saulbika and Tamrakuftaka). We also get evidence of brass in

- - ° 275

the text, (Riti, Arkut). Mention of tin (Trapu, Piccatam,

. 276‘ o .

Rahgam, Vangam) can be taken to be suggestive of the production

of bronze-items. The Silappadikaraim also refers to workers in

_ 278
copper and bronzezTLnd also to cauldrons smelting copper. The

Padatadikatakam, included in the Chaturbhani, also provides -
* [ ' 9,

reference to the working in copper (5ﬁ?nﬁ_7?§?4gh:§7$%3 55@7} ).

The Braghatsamhita in one context, refers to heated copper
80

(Tabta Té‘mram)’.?

v
(//270 Deo and Gupte, Op.cit., Pp.21.

A g 3o

271 Subramanyam, Op.cit., pp.112-13.
272 Amarakosa, 2.10.8.
273 1ibid. 2.9.97.

\“ 276 ibid. 2.9.105-6

77 Silappadikaram, p.206.

¥/ 278 ibid., p.217.

3

279, Chaturbhani, p.166.
280. Brhatsamhita, VvI,13,
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Copper=bronze objects from the Sirsukh and other sites of
Taxila, which correspond to our period, include bangles, ear-rings,
) 281
bell, chain, lamp, bowls and hairpins and spoon. We have also a

statuetta of copper in relief depicting Maitreya Buddha seated

cross=legged on pedestal and a solid bronge relief ofthe Buddha

- 282 -
in the Dhvana Mudra. From Kumrahar personal ornaments of copper

and bronze such as bangles, ear-rings, ear pendants are reported

3.
Apart

from éﬁe leéel of the period IV‘and vV (C.,A.D, 300-600%%
from antimony rods, ear pendants, fiﬁger rings and bel;s have
come out from period III (C.A.D. 300-600) a£ Vaisali%84Copper
objects from period III (3rd to 8th century A,D,) at Paunar
include bangles, and rattlei%s Copper was used mostly for coins
in Devnimori in our period (3rd-5th century A.D,). The other

objects discovered from this site are fragments of bangles.286

At
Bhokardan various objects of copper have been discovered from
period II (300 A.D, onwards). These are: bangles, rings,

anklets, antimony rods, ear ornaments, rattles, fishhooks and
other obj ects2.87More'over, the copper image. of the Buddha found

at Sultanganj and now kept in Birmingham Museum is a major example
.of'the technical quality of coppercasting in those days and is
suggestive of the existence of copper foundaries in our period%88
The bronée Buddha, now in the Boston Muéeum, and the image of

Brahma in the Karachi Museum are also remarkable specimens of a

281 Marshall, J., oOp.cit., vol.II, pp.B75=-60.

282 ibid., vol.II, p.606.

283 Altekar, & Mishra, op.cit., p.130.

284 Sinha, B.P. & Roy, S.K., Op.cit., pp.197-99.

285 Deo and Dhawalikar, op.cit., p.

286 Mehta & Chowdhary, ope.cit., p.93.

87 Deo & Guke, Op.cit., pP.22.

288 Agarwal, V.S,.,, The Heritage of Indian art, publication
d division of Information & Broadcasting, 1964%, P.30.
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h)
: A 289 .
bronze casting, representing this period. The other bronze

specimens include images of Jivanta Swami and mother of Rishabhanathe

290
of about 550 A.D. ‘Jaina bronzes at Valabhi are also assigned

to our period.291
JEWELLERY ¢

Manufacturing of jewellery which involved Qorking in gold,
silver and precious stones was carried out by the goldsmiths.
The literary sources of our period do not suggest division of
work among more than one categbry of craftsmen, ' We do not, for
example, have any reference to a separate category of silversmiths

in our literary or lexical works. 1In the;fﬂzichakatikam, it

S

is the goldsmiths who have been mentioned consulting among

-

292
themselves regarding the various kinds of jewels., 1In the

Silappadikaram too the manufacturer of the golden anklet, which

-

293
- was studded with precisiou gems, was a goldsmith.9

| | | | - - -7294

The goldsmiths made use of balance (Naraci, Esanika)
o 295 ot

and touchstones (Sana, Nikaga, Kasa) for weighing and testing

* 3 )

the quality and quantity of stones and metals. Vraééana ard

Patraparaéﬁ are the two terms which were used for the instrument

296 -
for cutting gold and silver.9 Melting pot for gold and silver

289 ibid.

290 ibid.

291 ibid.

292 ¢ Mrochakatikam of Sudraka, ed. & tr. by M.R, Kale, Motilal
\ Banarasidas, Delhi 1982, Act. IV, p.165,

293 Silappadikaram, p.77, 112.
294 Amarakosa, 2,10.32.

295 ibid.

296 ibid.
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A

- 297
was known as Taljasavartani and Musa. We have also evidence of

: - 298
the scissors used for cutting gold and silver (Krpani, Kartari).

299
The Brhatsaﬁhlta gives the names of dlfferent materials

which were shaped into beads: Diamond (Vajra), Sappire (Indranil),

emerald (Marakata), agate (Kekatar), Ruby (Padmaraga), Bloodstone

(Rudhirakhva), lapis-lazuli (Vaidurya), Amethyst (Pulaka);

Quartsz (Régémani), crystal (Sphatic), Opal (Gomeda), Conch (Samkha),

Azwe~-stone (Mahanil), Topaz (Pushparagakhya), Pearl (Mukta) and

Coral (Pravala). According to it, one category of gems was

constitutdd by those which were obtained from the see (Ratnaisca
300 :
Sagara-Bhavai); It also refers to a necklace, made of pearl
_ 301 302
(Haramani). In the Kamasutra of Vatsyayana, testing and valuing

of precious stones etc. (Ruparatnaparipksa) and knowledge of
[]

precious stones etc, (Maniraga Karanjanam) including in the list

L -
of sixty four arts., Varahamihir in hiskiBﬁhatsamhita has

\

also dealt exhaustively with the quality, quantlty and prices

of different classes of diamonds, pearls and rubies303 The

Amarakosa mentions four names for emerald Garutmatam, Marakatam,

- 304 305
Aéﬁagarbha, Harinmani two names for pearl (Mauktikam, Mukta),

306
twO names for coral (Viarum, Praval). Ruby, Pearl, Berul, Opal,

Coral, etc. are also included among the nine jewels in the

) - ‘3 07 . R . 308 . .
Amarakosas“'In . Mrechakatikam, we cOme across goldsmiths
. e

297 1ibid

298 ibid. .

299 Brhatsamhita, chapt. 79.

300 ibid., chap. XII.2.

301 ibid., chap.XI.10.

302 Kamasutra of Vatsyayana tr. by D.G, Sastri, Banaras, 1929.
' part, I, chapt. 3.15.

303 varahamihir, op.cit., chapt. LXXX-LXXXIII,

304 Amarakosa, 2.,9.92.

305 1ibid., 19. -

306 ibid. 2.9.93.

307 ibid— =

308 Mﬁ%hakatlkam of Sudraka, ed. & tr. by M.R. Kale, Moti]_al(ccmt

]
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consluting among themselves regarding various kinds of jewels,
such as lapis-laguli (Vaidurya), pearls (Mauktika), corals

(Pravala), Topaz (Pushparaga), Sapphires (Indranila), Catseyes

(Karketaraka), Rubbies (Padmaraga), Emerald (Marakata) etc.

Rubbies were! set in gold, golden ornaments were manufactured,
pearl ornaments were strung on thread of red-silk, lapis lazuli
were ground‘on whetting‘stOnes; these are some of the descriptions
of processes involved in making jewellery iteméqg The Amarakosa,
refers to chisel, used in perforating these gems. Two words
mentioned for it Asphotani and Vedhanikai;o We have reference
to a prominent jeweller, named Visnudasa who was living in the

311 | |

city of Kusumpura. In the same work, we have Chandanadasa who

is mentioned as the head of the guild of jewellers of Fataliputra,

The Padmaprabhrtakam mentions necklace made of gems and pearls

- 2
(Manimuktahar?}‘ It also depicts young female attendants and

>

even common citizens adorned with jewellery of precious stones,

The Silappadikaram is alsc rgplete with references to ornaments
313
studded with precious stones., It mentions a broad street with
residences of those who polished shells and the conches were
314 '
worn as ornaments,
We have evidence of occurrencé of beads used in making

jewellery of various kinds, from various excavated sites., The

308 (contd..) Banarasidas, Delhi, 1982, Act.IV, p.165,

309 ibid.

310 Amarakosa, 2.10.33.

311 Mudraraksasa of Visakhadatta (ed. & tr.) by V.B, Bedakar
Bombay 1942, Act. II1., p.56.

312 Chaturbhani, p.l114.

313 Silappadikaram, pp.77, 112 126,224,

314 ibid., p.112.
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Ve
315 316 31;
The sites include Sirsukh (Taxila), Ahichchatra, Kumrahar,
318 319 320 321 322 ",
Rajghat, Vaisali, Devnimori, Paunar, Bhokardan, Brahmapuri’
323 . 324 325 v
(Kolhapur) Yeleswaram and Salihundam., Quite a variety

of materials were used.in the making of beads, These are:

Agate, Amethyst, Calcite, Carnelian, Chalcedony, Coral,

Crystal, Faience, Garnet, Glass, Ivory, Jade, Jasper, Lapislazuli,
Opal, Shell and Terracotta, ’ ' ‘

v

We have evidence of ornaments made of copper apart from

gold and silver. The Kumrahar excavations have yielded .

: 326 °
rings and bangles of copper.

315 Marshall, J., Op.cit., vol.I., Pp.200.

316 Beads from Ahichchatra, Encyclopedia of Archaeology,
Munshiram Monoharlal, Delhi 1990, vol.2, p.9.

317 Altekar & Mishra, op.cit., p.132.
318 Narain, A.K,, op.cit., pt. III, p.Z21.

319 Roy & Mishra, op.cit., p,61.

320 Mehta & Chowdhary, ope.cite.

321 Dhawalikar, oOp.cit., P.77.

322 Deo & Gupta, op.cit., pp.118-140.
323 Sankalia, op.cit., p.87.

324 Khan, A.W,, Op.cit., p.35.

~§75  Subramanyam, K, “opscit., Dp.96-97.
326 Altekar & Mishra, op.cit. pp.130-131.



CHAPTER - III

STATE OF CRAFTS PRODUCTION IN THE GUPTA PERIOD : AN ARCHAEO-

LOGICAL ASSESSMENT

In this chapter we propose to undertake an analysis of the
state Of crafts production in the Gupta period, using only archa-
eologieai material yielqed by excavated levels which archaeologists .
assign to the Gupta period. This implies that the Gupta period
material will be compared, although briefly, with material from the
preceding period, keeping in view both the criteria of quality
and quantity. However, we admit that we have limited this investi-
gation only to such items as are of regular occurrence in the early

historical archaeological contexts,

Northern India :

Gupta period pottery from stratum III (350-750 A,.D.) at
Ahichchatra is reported to come from four phases of occupation :
a,b,c and d. The alphabets correspond to four distinct phases of
occupation from the latest to the earliest in stratum III, Thé
ceramics of the two earlier phases (¢ and d) form a family group
with the stratum IV corresponding to the period between C.,A.D, 100
and A,D., 350. The d stage was virtually identical with the earlier
stratum. So far as pottery types are concerned there is strong
affinity between stratum III (C.A.D. 350-750) and stratum v
(C.A.D. 100-350) Bowls, miniature jars, bottle-necked jars are

common examples in both the strata.1

1-» Ghosh, A, and Panigarhi, K.C., op.cit., pp.46-9.
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The whole of stratum IV (C.A.D. 100-350) and the d stage of
stratum III (C.A.D. 350-450) are marked by conspicucus ‘absence of
mould-made vesséls while the later three stages (c,b & a)}of stratum
IIi(450-750 A,D.) are the most fruitful ones in terms of mould
technique.2 Again we have in the last three phases of stratum III
(C.A.D. 450-750) occurrence of a large number of painted sherds but
mould-made decorated vessels appear only in the last two stages of
" occupation of stratum III (C.A.D. 550-750) and show a distinct
refinement in pelting and decoration from.stage IITb (C.A.D. 450-550?.

Multiplicity in forms and designs of terracottas from stratum
III (A.D. 350 to 750) as compared with the material from stratum IV
(A.D. 100 to 350) is registered at Ahichchatra. Figurines of many
new deities which were unknown to stratum IV (A.D. 100 to 350) owe
their genesis in stratum III (A,D. 350-740).4 Images of gods and
goddesses such as Visnu, Surya, Ganesa, Kartikeya, Kubera, Narasimha,
Mahisasuramardini, etc. appeared for the first time in stratum III

and continued upto stratum I (A.D, 850 to 1100).5

Middle Gangetic Plain :

Typoldgically, the ceramic wares at Rajghat in period IV

(C.A.D. 300~700) are generally not different from the preceding

ibid.
ibid., p.50.

See chap. I1I, pp.

nobh W N

Ancient India, no.4, pp.i26ff.
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period III (C.A.D. 100-300) as the Redware, the singular pottery
type of the period III (A.D. 100-300), continued to dominate the
scene in period IV.6 We have also from the strata of our period

a few blackish grey sherds which were the result of the rejuve-
nation of the technology of firing under reducing condition.

This feature was noteworthy, as the practice of producing utensils
under reducing conditions which slowly died in period II (3td -
2nd century B.C,) and totally disappeared in period III (100-300

A.D,), appears to have been revisted in period IV7

(c.A.D. 300-700).
The pottery from the level of period IV (300-700 A,D,) at
Rajghat was invariably wheel-made, The applicationAof iustrous
red slip which was confined only to the long-necked vessels in
period III (A.D. 100-300) was applied for the first time to other
vessels in period IV (A.D. 300-700).8 The study of pottery as a
whole reveals slight improvément over the preceding industry in
shaping and surface treatment. The pottery-types of the preceding
period such as handled vases, lids with vase-shaped central
depression, lids with cylindrical knob, knobbed lids, dishes and
carinated éooking handis continued, although with»slightly modi-
fied forms, Decoration on the carinétion point of the cooking
Handis is noticed for the first time in period IV (A,D. 300-700).
The incidence of miniature pots is more in this period than iﬁ the

preceding One.9

) Narain and Roy, op.cit, p.63.
ibid. -

ibid, p.64.

O W =N O

ibid.
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Although the yield of decorated sherds in period IV is
less in number, the design executed in each mode of decoration

10

showed further improvement, as compared to period III. Even

the thumb-tip and cord designs showed further development.11

Considerable progress is also seen in the art of clay--
modelling. The animal figurines of the period III (100-300 A.D,)
appear to be crude when compared to the finely executed figurines
of period IV (300-700 A.,D,). The modelling technique of making
figurines is a.new feature in period V at Rajghat.12

From Kumrahar, most of the pottery items such as basins, bases,
bowls, dishes, lids, etc, are reported from periods I to IV (150
B.C. = 450 A.D.)13 but the basins from the level of our period are
not as good in workmanship as those of the earlier periods. The

vases from all the periods are made of clay mixed with mica.

Mbst of the terracotta objects from Kumrahar are made from
moulds, Period-wise, we find that the total ocutput of the periods
III & IV (C.A.D. 100-450) 'is by far the largest.14 An interésting
group of terracottaé, known as NAIGMESA figurines, are antecedent
to their counterpart in Ahichchatra, and they all, except two,

belong to period IV (C.A.D. 300-450).1° We have also a number of

10 ibid., p.100.

11 ibid., p.101.

12 ibid. p.29.

13 ‘Altekar, A.S._&'Mishra, V., Op.cit.,, P.59.
14 ibid., p.108.

15 ibid., Pp.109.
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14

figurines of deities like VISHNU, GANESA etec, from period 1IV.

s . 16 7
Besides, we come across terracotta animals, terracotta cones,1

18 19

skin rubbers®® and other minor antiquities in good numbers.

Majority ©f these belong to our period.

~ There is a basic difference between the ceramic industfy of
period IV (C.A.D. 300-~600) and that of the preceding period

(A,D. 100-300) in Vaisali, More decorations on the sherds are seen
during our period, but the fabric had deteriorated. The polished
bright wash orlred slip was replaced by another red slip which

producea a weaker effect.20

Central and Western India :

The excavation at Brahmapuri in Western India yielded several -
pottery forms which appeared in the preceding Sgtavshaﬁa period
‘and continued throughout the post Satavahana period assignable to
4th to 9th century A.D, Several new forms which owe their incep~
tiQP to this period developed more conspicuosuly in the succeeding

21

pericd, There are several individual types of thisperiod which

do not occur at either any of the preceding or any subsedquent

phases of the site.22

16 ibid., p.119
17 ibid., p.125. )

18 ibid., p.126.

1® ibid., p.130.

20 Deva, Krishna & Mishra, V.K., op,cit., p.18.

21 Sankalia, H,D, & Dikshit, M,K,, op.cit., pp.57-58.
22 ibid., Pp.58.
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One of the outstanding features of the pottery of this period
at Brahmapuri is the wide range and variety of forms. Both in
fabric and in finish they offer a pleasing contrast to the rough
and coarse wares of the subsequent periods., Several vessels of
this period wefe baked through the inverted firing process.23
Vessels with a secondary ridge near the shoulders with a reapplied
coating at the base seem to have been introduced in the post

Satavahana period.24

Tall-necked jars became more and more pre=-
dominant and were developed from Satavahana pottery of the preceding
period.25 A qualitative and quantitative analysis of beaded ware
shows its probable origin in thé Satavahana period and a maturity

in the subsequent period ( a period of somewhere between 4th and
9th century A.D.).26

The pottery fram period III (3rd to 8th century A.D,) at

Paunar in Vidarbha is the largest in bulk among all the periods of

27

occupation at this site, Apart from other fabrics whiéh were

continuities from the preceding period, the ware with red wash
appeared for the first time in period III (3rd to 8th century 2,D,).
The bﬁrnished tan wére is better represented in our period than in

the earlier ones.28

23 ibid.
24 ibid.
25 ibid.,

26 ibid., p.59.
27 Deo, S.B. & Dhavalikar, M.,K. Op.cit., p.49.
28 ibid., p.51.
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The ceramic characteristics of period II (300 A.,D., onwards)
at 550kardaglrepresented continuities from the earlier phase, A]l
the fabrics and sbépes recorded in period Ib (I century B.C. to
2nd/3rd century A.D,) are repeated here. Pantis, basins, domical.
cones, stands, etc. noticed in the horizons of period Ib, Qere

still the dominant types. Wares, such as the Kaolin, decorated and

29

red-polished, are well represented. "Ware with highly burnished

"
Indian red slip is a new ware introduced in period II and is not

met with in the period Ib.39 In addition to the earlier technique,
period II is marked by the application of two more techniques in
the making of decorated pottery., These are techniques of'stamping
a design and painting in dull black éver highly burnished red-

slippgddsurface.Bl

)

Terracotta objects from Bhokardan are quantitatively better
represented in period II (A.,D., 300 onwards) than in the preceding
one (period Ib). Terracotta figurines representing male, female
and cult goddess, whether single-moulded, double-moulded or hand
made, are almost equitably distributed in period II and the period

32

Ib. Also the change of technique which is visible in the making

of double-moulded figurines of period Ib are represented in period

II in the same quantum.33

29 Deo, S.B. & Gupte, R.S., Op.cit., p.106,
30 ibid., p.11i. ‘

31 ibid.

32 ibid., pp.144-47.

33 ibid., p.146.
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The singular stratified terracotta plague belongs to period

34

Iz, Two ageless figurines are also reported from period II Only.35

The occurrence of a large number of toys from period II proves that

the output in this period was more varied and higher than of the

preceding one.36

Toys=-specimens | Period Ib ~Period II
(I century B.C. to 2nd/ (A.D, 300 onwards)
3rd century A,D,) '

Bull o 5 16
Bear -' 1
Elephant S 4 1
Horse 3 2
Bird-like figures ' 2. 5

Total 14 25

The figurines made from Kaolin are better represented in our

period than in the preceding one (4:1).37

The period=-wise distribution of ear-ornaments of terracotta
shows that our period had an edge over the preceding one, One
hundred and nineteen ear-ornaments belong to our period compared

to eighty from the preceding peribd.38

34  ibid, p.148. \
35  ibid,
36  ibid, pp.150-3.
37  ibid.
38 ibid.
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Similarly, out of 122 terracotta bangles recovered, seventy

seven are from our period while 39 come from the preceding period.39

Each period, the preceding as well as ours, is represented by two

terracotta rings.40

The following CHART shows period-wise distribution ofother

terracotta objects.41

Period Ib . Period II -
(I century B.C. to 2nd/ (A.D, 300 onwards)
3rd Centuries A,D.)

1. Miniature pots, 12 R 13 7
bowls and lids :
2. Gamesman 24 12
3. Pottery dishes © 16 21
4, Menbles -9 13
5. Wheels | 13 5
6. Skin rubbers 6 | 3
7. Crucibles 6 6
8. Votive—ténks ’ 6 9
Total g2 82

- T — " Ty - e S sy e By B Y e > oty WP B, U D ks Bty WD M Gy, Y ol D B st D D S gy

The groups of pottery from the late phase (4th/5th century

to 7th/8th century A,D.,) which also overlapped the preceding

39. ibid, p.159.
40 ibid, p.160.

41 ibid, pp.160-6.
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Middle phase (I century A,D. to 3rd/4th century A.,D,) at Salihundam
do not reveal any marked change when compared to that of the

former phase, rather ceramic industry seem to show degeneration

42

in some respects. It lacks sophistication which distinctly

is revealed from the soot stained exteriors of the sherds.43 The
rouletted ware, abundantly found in Middle phase, totally
disappeared in late phase‘.l4 Terracotta objects, from Salihundam
came from all the three phases and objects like ear-ornaments and

gameéhen have come out from late phase only.45

Iron Objects:

The incidence of iron objects representing both the strata
assigned to our period and the preceding period at the different
excavated sites of Taxila betrays similarity in the manufacture
of the items of varied utilities, This can be taken to be
suggestive of the fact that manufacture of iron objects did not
die out in our period., The following is a chart which attempts
to indicate the incidence of important iron objects indespensible
for daily life, These objects occur both at the Saka-Ku§5?a city

city of sirkap and at other sites having strata assignable to

our period.
42 Subramaniyam, R., Op.cit, p.35.
43 ibid.

44 ibid, p.67.
45 ibid, pp.100-5.
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Object Sirkap Strata Sirsukh and monastal .
I1 & 11T sites _
(Late Saka - and (Late Kusana and Gupta
early Kusana periodl * *
period) °* °

s
HOUSEHOLD OBJECTS

1. Bowl 3 1 Dharmardjika
(5th century A.D.)

2. Frying pan ) , - 1 Sirsukh (4th/S5th
‘ century A,D,)

3. Bells 5 2 one each from
Dharmarajika and
Jaulian (5th century

A.D.)
4, Locks, Keys & Lock 3 . 1 from Pippala
plates \
5..~ Axle of spinning - . 1 from Mohra Maradu

(5th century A.D.)

ARMS AND ARMQURS

6. Javelin 2 ‘ 1 from Mohra Maradu
(5th century A.D.)

7. Spearhead 1 1 (from Jaulian (5th
century A,D,)

8. Spearbutt - 1 from Mohra Maradu
' (5th.century A.D,)

9. Arrowhead 3 3 from Kunala monastry
(5th century A,D.)

CARDPENTERS' OR BLACKSMITHS' TOOLS

10. Adges 2 1 from Jaulian (5th
century A,D,)
11. Knife 4 1 from Mohra Maradu
(5th century A.D,)
12. Tweegzers 1 1 from Giri (5th
, century)
13. Clamps : 2 2 one each from Mohra Mara-

du and Jaulian (5th
century A,D,).
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14. Staples . 1 . 3

15. Hinges 1 3
16, Nails, door bossés & 1 nail & 8
Hooks 4 3 door
i7. Chains 1 2
e
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS Ist C,A.D.
18. Spuds 4 _ 2
19. Spades 1 1
20. Sickles 2 1

A iy ey S e e it B e S S B By ol D G A A S i S G D Gy . S S e A o D G S P VD WP A B S i et By

Middle Gangetic Plain:

one from Sirkap and _
two from Dharmarajika
(5th century A.D,)

from Mohra Maradu
and Jaulian (5th
century A.D,)

door bosses & hooks
from Jaulian and
Dharmarajika

(5th century A.D.).

from Kunala and

Jaulian (5th century

A.D.).

one each from
Dharmarajika & Kunala
(5th century A.D.).

from Jaulian
(5th century A,D.).

from Giri
(5th century A.D.).

- Y - P VD iy WP O W T B e N T W S

From Kausambi the number of iron arrow-heads reported from

different strata is 370. These have been put into eleven

categories, The first four categories (A, B,

C & D) are much

more numerous and constitute seventy~five per cent of the total

number of arrow heads - 85, 84, 76 & 38 respectively. Their

occurrence begins in cultural period III (605 B.C. to 45 B.C,)

and continues upto the end of the occupation of this site in

cultural pgriod Iv (45 B.C. téﬁA.D. 580?6. The next four

types (E, F, G & H), though not so numerous, follow the pattern

46 Sharma, G.R., Op.cit., pp.45-46
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47

of occurrence of first four ' categories,

The Kumrahar excavatiOns have yielded iron objects from

48

all the levels but due to corrosion their types are

unidentifiable, The majority of iron objects from Vaisali,
which include, dagger, nail, bangle and sickle, belong to period

49

v (A,D, 300~600).

Central and Western India:

A periodwise study of finds from Bhokardan shows that our
period is almost on par with the preceding period in terms of the

50

occurrence of various types of iron objects. The following is

a chart showing periodwise oOccurrence of iron objects at Bhokardan.,

CHART SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF IRON OBJECTS

o G Pt e B s G T e S S By S S e Sy G e be GRS mam G G Y G T P ) G TSNS W TED G WS S W e P T S s WL S S e Sty Sy d B s S U T TP s S G T S ST >

Object Pericod Ia Period Ib Period II  Total)
' (C.2nd-3rd (1st cen- (A.D,300 -
century tury B.C, onwards)
'B.C.) to 2nd/3rd

- — —_t——— T~ - T o W ED o D gy T Sy, SN Gy S D Gy Sy s Sty Y A Wy BT QD St v W 0n VA Aty e ey . D . P it W T ST VTS ot O N T oy o B B T W P o>

1, PFan - - 1 1
2. Small Pot | - - 1 1
3. Pairs of Tongs - 1 1 2
4. Ladles - 3 | - 3
..contd
47 ibid.

48 Altekar, A.S, & Mishra, V,K., op.cit, p.140.
49 Sinha’ B. Po’ & Roy' S.R.’ op.Cit' pp. 199-2000
50 Deo, SoBo & Gupte' R.S.’ Op.Citoo po 179.



71

5. Dish ' - 1 1 2
6. Shovels 2 - - 2
7. Bowls . - 2 - 2
&. Nailparers | 1 2 : 3 6
9, Chisels 3 5 2 10
10. Sickles ' 1 3 1 5
11. Choppers - 2 . - 2
12, Knives - 4 3 7
13. Knives (small) - 1 1 2
14. Spikes g - 1 1 2
15. Arrowheads B 4 ' 2 - 7 13
16, Clamps 4 13 6 23
17. Rivetts - - 2 2
18, Nails 9 23 33 65
19. Miscellaneous - 7 2 9
20. Fragments 11 35 31 77

(Unidentified) ‘

TOTAL ' 33 107 95 235

—— -_— - — . — - o 220

D e e T o Y A D ooy WU ey W GO G W WS WD D AR S Gy S NP B Y T o S Sy Bt D g D G S D B — PG A i B S T T WA PP Y Wp T G Wy e S D WD S SN S

The Paunar excavations show that the incidence .of iron
became high from the period IIb (1st century B.C., to 2nd/3rd
century A.D.) and which continued with improved pace in period III
(3rd to 8th century A.D.).51 The following chart shows the

periocdwise occurrence of iron objects from this site:

51 DeO, S.B. & Dhawalikar, MoKno OP.Cit, po92.
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Period Period IIb Period III Period IV Total
(1st century (3rd century

B.C, to 2nd/ to 8th cen-~

3rd century tury A,D,)

IIa

Nails

Blade fragments
Chisels

Sickles
Arrowhead
Spearhead

Rihgs

Bangle

Hooks

Clamps

Unidentified

A,D,

5 18
3 5
- 2
- 2
1 -
1 -
- 3
1 -
1 -
1 -
15 31

2 28
1 12
- 3
- 4
- 1
- 1
- 5
- 1
1 2
- 1
- 1
5
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BEADS

Northern India:

Beads whicﬁ were one of the most important ingredients for
making finished jewellery items are ) represented by fifty séven
specimens at the Sirsukh52 of Taxila which is assignable to our
period, Although numerically this number stands nowhere near the
total of 4,73453 beads recovered from the late Saka , and early
Kufé?a level of Sirkap site at Taxila, a tally of the beads of

some of the important materials found at both the sites is

suggestive of their continued manufacture up to our period.

- sigep Gage sk sireuke
period) . * °

Agate 111 | 7
Carnelian 215 ' 11
Jasper 20 2
Lapis Lazuli : 28 3
Crystal Quartz : 91 2
Shell | 1,144 : 18 .
Faience - . 198 5
Glass (colourless) 2,769 5
Glass (blue) : 203 : 1
Glass (black & red) 22 1

A - A Ty S SO S D W D iy T D s T T ) Y S S ) P D U ST T, Y T G T FYP S G ) v S W Ty L TS S Y Y T Sy P S P A U A WD . Sty WY B WD DD WD S SO Y

Note: This chart does not include beads reported from monasteries

which have yielded a good number of objects belonging to
our period,

52 Marshall, op.cit, vol.I, p.220.
53 ibid, wvol.II, p.734.
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Middle Gangetic Plain:

Rajghat yielded 2472 beads. The following periodwise

comparison of beads shows that beads production suffered slight

quantitative decline in our period.54

- D S G U Gy DU D ey Ht s B S i B D s W Y AR T T B gy A B e TN Ty A s S A e Ty D S S FUID M S VED Watr P S Tm Sy S Al WD D iy, G T R S ey A WD iy Sy

Material Period IIIX Period IV
(1st century to (3rd to 7th
3rd century A,D.) century A,D,)

Agate 30 14
Amethyst _. ' 3 1
Bone 3 4
Carnelian 25 9
Chal cedony 9 5
Chert ~ 17 12
Coral 3 ( 4
Crystal 8 | 8
Faience 35 7
Glass : " 56 59
Ivory 4 ' ; 1
Jasper 3 . 1
Lapis~Lazuli 7 9
Péste - 1
Quartz 3 2
Shell | 387 357
Total 603 496

——— - S - S S S — T gy S 0 S T CUD S T Sy, S G W

54, Narain, A.K. & Roy, T.N., op.cit., part.III, p.21.
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Numerical decrease in the occurrence of beads is also visible at

Kumrahar in the first half of our period which further gets

pushed down in the second half (period IV to peridd V).o>

B e S G T S T oy, T G D A S B A i ath S D B s T B A WD T gy S SN ADE IS DU s T gy SO S S D AP Gy A U T gy WY S o D D AL PP Gy g VD gy PP D Sy S SE b i

Period

LPeridd Period V Total

IIT (100 IV(300 (450 A.D,

A-D. tO P"A.D;""'

Materials Period I Period II
Agate 2 5
Amethyst 1
Carnelian 1 1
Chalcedony - 5
Crystal (Quartz) 11
Copper 1 1
Glass 13
Granite (Stones) 1
Jasper 1

Light stone 3 1
Soap stone 2
Stone 1
Opal 1
Plasma 7 43
55 Altekar, A.S. & Mishra;‘V. Op.cit.,

Dy S S O g, P - — —

11

to 600
300 A,D) 450 A.D) - A,D.)

‘13

T Gl D G D G S A T D -y S A A Y T Ty —— v VD D S SO =

P.132.
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The Vaisali excavations yielded a total of ninety-three heads

distributed period-wise as follows:56

S ———— S S T W —— A VU G VD T S AW T D G S G B S WP T T s S SOV O D At o S TG o B A Sy T G W s S st AL e WD A0S N I ™

Ty

Material ; Period II  Period III Period IV
to 100 A,D,) A,D.) 600)
Faience 8 1
Glass 8 2 2
Socap Stone o 1
Terracotta 10 ' 12 17
18 , 15 19

- — - S " ST T T TED G A O . B Gy R SO S ey S S T S G G S ww S G S ey S e T Sy T

In an another published report of Vaisali excavation57 a
total of one thousand four hundred and twelve beads of diverse
materials from the different levels of the site has been
reported. Of these, only 251 representative specimens have
been illustrated; others being duplicates are not included in

the illustrations.

56 Krishna Deva, op.cit., p.61l.

57./ Sinha, B.P. & ROy, S.R., Op.cit., p.172.
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The following is the periodwise distribution of beads from the

second round of Vaisali excavations.58

—— - S o o ——— - — = ans .- - o - — > B S S Y gy BT I My T Ty S W S DD " 0 W S —

Material Period III Period IV

(100-300 A,D,) (300-600 A,D,)
Amethyst 8 4
Carnelian 14 9
Crystal ' 21 12
Agate ' i? 7
Jasper 14 4
Chalcedony 4 3
Steatite ' - 3
Chert ' 4 2

- S . T A ey S B D S G S T P T iy D VD . D . S gy S D S T A S G T gy S S R S, SN D S B Gt VD T W W WD gy o - o -

Central and Western India:

One hundred and seventeen beads representing 13 materials
have been collected from different stratified deposits of
Paunar, The pattern of their period-wise distribution is

illustrated in the following chart:59

58 ibid, pp.172-291.

by
59 Deo, S.B. & Dhawalikar, op.cit, p.77.
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T o — T S GED iy S S D S O S B G S G S Gy gy S T T G S s D Gy S N gy S G S S S - Y O — D o Y S S A G 0

Materialé Periods SURFACE TOTAL
ITa  IIb  III v
Agate - - 2 - 5 7
Calcite - - 1 - - < 1
Carnelian - - 1 1 16 ' 18
Chalcedony ' ‘ 8 - 8
Coral o 1 1
Crystal 1 1 2
Garnet 1 1 2
Glass 11 10 8 11 31
Jasper ' ‘ 2 2
Lapis Lazuli ‘ o 1. -1
Marble 1 1 2
Shell 4 4 3 11
Terracotta 1 3 16 4 1 25
3 5 37 17 - 55 117
+ (1st Century B.C. to 2nd-3rd century A,D,)

* (3rd A,D, to 8th century A.D.).

The above chart shows that bead-making activity started
in period IIa (3rd century B.C. to 1st century B.C,) but gathered
maximum momentum in period III (3rd century A.D., to 8th century
A.D,) as the largest collection belongs to the horizons of this
period. There is a decline not only in the number of beads but

also in the range of material in subsequent period IV (10th-11th
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century to 15th century A.D.). Moreover, a study of the bead-
collection from Paunar shows thatit was possibly a bead-making
site in period III (3rd century A.D, to 8th century A.D,). During
this period it received from outside bead-making material
like lapis-lazuli and coral.®®
Bead-manufacturing crafts seems to have attained climax
in the period Ib assigned to Ist century B.C. to 2nd/3rd century
A,D, at Bhokardan in termsof technological perfection achieved

61

by the craftsmen. This is testified by the find of two

mouldsf for bead-making and of possibly a bead polisher. However,
a period-wise comparison between period Ib (1st century B.C. to

' 2nd/3rd century A.D,) and period II (C.,A.D, 300 onwards) of
occurrence of beads shows that this craft did not receive a

62

setback in period I1I, The numerical distribution of beads made

of different materials is shown in the following table:

S N - S " s S W e Gy S T S G AR Tt Sy G S S O gy gy S T T SVD S GUR G B G S G CUD S D S s G, S T S Sod Suth T U U =S D W T S W i Bl > SN WD W

Materials - Period Ib Period II
(1st century B,.C, to (3rd century
2nd/3rd century F;D.,) onwards)

Agate 8 20
Carnelian ’ 20 21
Amethyst 1
Crystal 13 26
Faience . 4
Lapis Lagzuli 2 1
Shell 109 191

T s e P e A I e P SV T A W Gy P S G T S Y T D S S G e S W S G S U D G Sy Une B Tt S PEE e A S S G D S W) W AP T Ay S Sy S W S v W oy G T ——

Both the moulds are made of soapstone., However, one is broken,
Both are rectangular, The intact~one has channels for

excess drainout and shallow-channels for lift up. These moulds
were meant for terracotta and possibly metal beads.

60 ibid, p.85.
61 Deo and Gupte, op.cit., p.140.
62 ipbid, pp.125-27.
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The yield of beads at Salihundam is not much. Altogether
fiftyfive beads were recovered from different phases (late
phase (4th = 5th to 7th - 8th century A.D.) - 18, middle phase
(1st to 3rd/4th century A,D, ~26, Early phase - 2nd - 3rd century
B.C, to 1st century A.D.) - 7 unstratified -4, Materials used
are Crystal, Quartz and Terracotta., A solitary specimen of
a crystal bead and twoO quartz beads significantly came from the
late phase., The majority of the beads (53) are of terracotta

and they appear in large proportions in the late phasé.63

Copper

Northern Region :

A great variety of ornaments and household utensils, un-
earthed from late Saka and early Kusana stratum of Sirkap, were
copies of Gree Roman originals. In contrast with them the copper
and bronze objects recovered from Sirsukh and Buddhist monasteries
such as Mohra:‘Maxd&du, Jaulian, Kunala 'etc. which have stratum
corresponding to the Gupta period are almost exclusively Indian

in character.64

The following chart compares some of the important copper
ocbjects found from the level assigned ‘to the preceding period at
Sirkap and to those of our period at Sirsukh and at other mona-

steries.65

63 Subramaniyam, R., Op.cit., p.97.
64 Marshall, op.cit, vol.II, pp.574<75,
65 ibid., DpP.375-606.



Bangles, bracelets
and armlets

Ear rings

Bowls

Spoons

Chains

. Finals or Votive
Stupas
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LATE SAKA AND EARLY
KUSANA PFERIOD AT SIRKAP
(IST CENTURY A.D.)

SIRSUKH AND MONA-
STERIC SITES
(LATE KUSANA AND
GUPTA PERIOD)

one each from
Mohra Marden and
Kunala (5th cen-
tury A,D.).

from Kunala mona-

stry (5th century
A.D.) L

all from Dharma-
rajika, dated on
the basis of Gupta
Brahmi letters
inscribed on them,

one each from
Mohra Maradu and
Jaulian (5th
century A,D.),.

from Jaulian (5th
century A,D,).

from Jaulian (5th
century A,.D,)

Middle Gangetic Plain :

Three antimony rods of copper are reported from the pre~-
ceding period III (A.D, 100-300) while five specimens belong to
period IV and V (A,D. 300-600) at Kumrahar (Patna).66 Both the
preceding period and our period have yielded one amulet of copper

67

each from this site. Further, antimony rods of copper of various

shapes and designs are reported in the largest number from the

66 Altekar, op.cit., p.135.

67 ibid., p.136.
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levels of period IV (A.D, 300-600) followed by the finds at the

68

preceding period III (A.D. 100-300) at Vaisali. Two finger

rings, one each from the preceding and our period, and four bells

of copper, two each from the preceding and our period, have turned

69

out from Vaisali,”' Other copper objects such as bangles, rings of

copper wires, hooks and nail-pare%s have been reported from both

the preceding period and our period in almost equal numbers.20

However, one specimen each of bowl and ear-pendant of copper belong

to the preceding and our period re‘Spectively.71

Central and Western India :

At Paunar, the largest number of copper objects are reported

from the strata assignable to our period.

This is shown in “the following chart.’72

OBJECTS PERIOD TOTAL
*
Ila IIb 111t 1v@
Finger rings ‘ 4
Bangles 1 1 7 9
Leg ornaments 3 3
Antimony rods 1 1
Rattle 1
Rod 1

o e Em ew e ew ar Am wn WS GP e @me e ap R Ge aB aw e S8 ew e ew A ew  em e ew > e

* Period IIb = Ist century B.,C. to 2/3rd century A.D,

+ Period III -~ Between 3rd century A.D, & 8th ceéntury A,D,
@ Period IV - 10th-1l1th century A,D, to 15th century A.D,

68 Sinha, B,P, & Roy, S.R. Op.cit. pp.145-96,
69 ibid., pP.199.

70 ibid., p.197.

71 ibid.

72 Deo, S.,B, & Dhawalikar, M, K., op.cit., p.96.
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Also the copper objecté'reported to be of period II from

Bhokardan are the largest in number. =The following is a chart

showing period-wise occurrence of copper objects from this site.73

COPPER OBJECTS FROM BHOKARDAN *
OBJECTS FERIOD UNSTRATI TOTAL
' Ia Ib II FIED
(Ist Century B.C (A.D. 300
to 2/3rd century onwards)
A.D.)

Bangles 3 6 9
Rings 7 3 1 11
Anklet v 1 | 1
Antimony '

Rods 1 3 ' 5 9
Ear '

Ornaments 1 7 4 12
Jingling
Bells or
Rattles 3 1 1 5
Small pots _ 3 . 1 4
Fish Hooks ' 3 1 1 5
Tooth cum _
ear pick 1 1
Bells 2
Unidentified

specimens 2 21 31 54

4 50 55 4 113

- ee ms En wn Sm e em s Gm Em Am e mm M MR em B am A EE Me M Em sw ae mw ww am me e ew  ww  ew =

Period IB - Ist C-B-C to IInd=-1IIrd C,A_,D.
Period IT1 - 3rd C.A.,D, onwards.

73 Deo, S,B. & Gupte, R.S., oOp.cit., p.180.
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Stone Objects :

Numerically our period is poorly represented by stone objects

74

at Taxila'® in the northern part of the Indian sub-continent.

However, occurrence of some of the objects which were extremely
necessary for day to day life is suggestive of their continued

manufacture in our period, We have, from the level of our period

76

at Taxila, grinding mills,75 lamps and potters Konoras and

. Thatwas. The stone objects from Paunar in Vidarbha are confined to

77

our period only. Our period was not much inferior in terms of the

manufacturing of stone objects used for daily domestic life at

Bhokardan'® in Western India. This can be shown by the following
chart., :
PARTICULARS PERIOD UNSTRATIFIED TOTAL
I Ib II

(Ist-3rd-4th .. (A.D, 300

century AD) onwards)
Legged
Querns 6 5 7 _ 18
Saddle Querns , 3 2 4 9
Mullers 1 22 13 37 7323
Rotary Querns 1 3 5 9
Mortar 1 1
Dabbers 1 3 3 7
Sharpeners 4 3 2 9
Skinrubbers - 11 11
B%%§fshers 1 1
Rubber stone
®or cakes 1 2 , 3
Stone bell 4 1 5

74 Marshall, J., op.cit., vol.II, p.482,

75 ibid., p.488. |

76 4ibid., pp.500-501.

77 Deo, S.B, & Dhawalikar, M.K,, op.cit., p.108,

78 Deo, S.B, & Gupte, R.S., op.cit., p.180.
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Glass:

Non-publication of the archaeological data from the excavated
sites is a very serious handicap in our assessment of the state of
the manufacture of glass-items in Gupta period., However, a
comparison between the crafts items belonging to the horizons of
preceding and of dur.period at different excavated sites can
help us comprehend the state of the manufacture of glass items

- —

in the Gupta period as against the preceding phase.

Middle Gangetic Plain:

Period IV (3rd to 7th century A.,D,) at Rajghat79 does not
appear to be inferior in the manufacture of glass-beads. This
period has yielded 59 glass beads as against 56 from the horizon

of period III (C,A.D. 100-300).

The manufacture of glass beads seems to be receding after
'perid I1T (C,A.,D.100-300) at Kumrahar. Out of total 26 beads
recovered from the Kumrahar Excavations, 13 belong to Period III
(C.A.D.100-300), 11 to period IV (C,A,D,300-450) and 2 to period
V (C.A.D.450-600) .20 However, at Vaisali, the manufactur® [
of glass beads does not indicate a downward trend. Each ofm
period III (C.A.D.-100~300) and period IV (C.A,D.300-600)

is represented by 2 glass beads.81

79 Narain and Ray, part III, p.21;
80 Altekar and Mishra, op.cit, p.13@.

81 Krishna Deva and Mishra, op.cit, p.61.
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Central and Western India:

The manufacture of glass-beads appeafs to have received
tremendous boost in period III (3rd ceniury A,D, to 8th century
A.,D.) at Paunar of total 31 glass=~beads discovered from this
site, peribd III claims 10 while only 2 came from the horizon
of period IIb (1st century B.C., to 2nd-3rd century A}D.)?2 At
this site the manufacture of glass~beads started in preceding
period IIb but picked up maximum momentum in period III as the
succeeding period IV (10th-11th century A.D. to 15th century A.D.)
has yielded less number of glass-beads (only 8). Also the
manufactéi§jﬁ}of monochrome glass bangles began in period III

only at this site.83

These are of varied colours: opague black,
turgoise blue, opaque yellowish-green and sea-green specimens

of all these colours have been discovered 6nly,from the horizons
assigned to period III (3rd to 8th century A,D.) and period IV

(11th=-12th to 15th century A.D.).84

The post Satavahana horizon assignable to the period A.D,
300~800 at Brahmapuri (Kolhapur) has yielded glass slag and a
number of unfihished beads of various stages of manufacture.85
This suggests the manufacture of glass items at this site in

the Gupta period.

82 Deo and Dhawalikar, op.cit, p.77.
83  Ibid., pp.103-108. ‘

84 ibid. ,

85 Sankalia and Diksit, op.cit, p.98.
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Majbrity of glass antiquity at Bhokardan belong to period II
(A.D, 300 onwardsf¥§bThese comprised mostly bangles having
three categories - monochrome, bio-chrome and poly-chrome. of
Of 222 monochrome glass béngles, most of these came from the
horizon of period II while only a few belong to period Ib. U
(1st century B.C. to 2nd/3rd century A.,D.). Colours employed
on them show quite é range such as black, violet, yellow,
sap-green, blue, purple and white, The black and violet glass
bahgles were most abundant in the late phase of périod II,

290 pieces, 241 belong to period II while only 46 t6 period Ib.227

A good amount of glass slag and virtrified glass fragments
were found in the horizon of period II. This testify the

manufacture of glass at this site in the Gupta period.aéé

The above cOmparative assessment between the glass-items

ofx
representing the horigons of Gupta period andypreceding period

ﬂ"_**ﬂuwl‘ T —
at the excavatedsntesfrdmtmethﬂﬂent geOgraphical zones Of Indian
‘--..,,__—-.__-.—--/--"—-..___V
sub-continent, does not show any downward trend in the manufacture
of glass items. So, wé would like to have the liberty to differ
. with the conclusi@ﬁ}%ﬁjﬁ%iﬁ&@@i%‘Dikshit that in the Gupta~Vaka-

taka period glass industry in India had declined to such an extent

that glass was not valued and was little cared for. B9

86 ibid, Dev and Joshi, op.cit, p.197.
87 ibid, p.198.

88 ibid, p.201.

89 Diksit, M G, History of Glasal University of Bombay, 1960,
Pr.59 & 63,
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Summing Up :

Since the archaeological sites which we have sélectively
chosen for our theme of enguiry have been excavated vertically,
they do not present a comprehension or fully dependable data
about the crafts items‘manufactured in our period, Secondly, a
higher incidence of various crafts items from the levels assigned
to our period may not necessarilf reflect an increase in their
preduction in our period., However, if we rely on the present data
available from the excavation reports of various sample sites
representing different geographical zones of the Indian sub-con-
tinent, the use of various craft items does not appear to have
declined either qualitatively or quantitatively in our period as
v‘cOmpared to the preceding one. There would, of course, be a feﬁ
exceptions to this generalization. For example, the yields of
beads from the Gupta phase from the sample sites suggest a down-
ward trend, while studies on other items appear to provide a

different pattern.

In terms of typology, technoclogy, fabric and finish a
comparison between the craft of pottery making in the preceding
period and that in our period reveals an overall improvement in
our period. Barring Kumrahar, Vaisali and Salihundam which show
inferior workmanship in some reSpecté'in the making of pottery,
all the other chosen sites show technological improvement in our
period. Our period at Rajghat is marked by the rejuvenation after
a break of five hundred years, of the technology of firing of
pottery under reducing condition which resulted in the production

of blackish grey sherds, Also decoration on the carination-point
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of the cooking Handis dis notices for.the first time in our period
at Rajghat. Vessels with a secondary ridge near the shoulders
with a reapplied coating at the base seem to have been introduced
for the first time in our period at Brahmapuri., At Paunar, the
ware ﬁith red wash appeared for the first time in our period.

The above mentioned examples of technological improvement in the
making of pottery indicate greater specialigzation in this craft.
irons & copper objects recovered-from the levels assigned to the
Gupta period at different sitesvoutnumber the metal objects found
in the preceding period. In terms of typology, the metal objects

from both the preceding period and our period show remarkable

homogeneity.

All the items made of stone for day-to-day necessity are
represented in both the preceding period and in our period, Also

(thegggggﬁggtgre of glass item does not appeared to have received setsback : im olhe

»}ﬁgidd,Numerical decrease in the occurrence of beads in our period

v g

as compared to the preceding period at various samples sites, except
at Bhokardan, indicates the decline of the craft of bead-making

in our period. However, whatever the quantity of beads found in

the Gupta period, it seems that when beads were made even in |

smaller quantity, the range of materials used for bead-making

remained the same,

When we examine the literary evidences of our period we notice
that the social and ritual status of all groups of craftsmen in
our period did not undergo any decline., On the other hand, the
trend in many cases seems to have been the opposite. If the
strengthening of guild organizations and the crystallization of

different occupational groups into castes are linked up with the
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improved social and ritual status of craftsmen in the matter of
sraddha rites, audio-aécess to scriptures\and achieving salvation
through Qégg, it becomes clear that there was a substantial improve-
ment in the social staéus of at least some categories of crafts-

men in our period, To an examination of this literary evidence we

turn in the next chapter,




CHAPTER IV

\

THE SOCIAL AND RITUAL STATUS OF CRAFTSMEN

The literary.sources, some oOf which may pertain to the
pre-Gupté period but most of which belong to our period bf study,
such as the Smrti and Puranic works,igberéggggkgéé and the works
of Sudraka, Kélidasa etc., provide only a few references bearing
on the social and ritual status of specific groups of craftsmen,
However, impressions drawn from such references are suggestive of

the social and ritual status of craftsmen as a whole.

To begin with the Smrti works of the preceding period, Manu
ordains that a Brahmana who works as a mechanic (Kiru) will be
treated by a judge like a é§g£§.1 At another place he maintains:
'A éﬁggg being unable to find service with the twice-born and
threatened wiﬁh the loss of his wife and sons (through hunger),
may maintain himself by following crafts-occupation (Kirukar}na) '.2
Again we have Manu with a slightly different stand when he allows
the §§§£§ without any precondition to follow the artisanal

occupations and various crafts (Karukarmani Silpani Vividhani ca),>3

since by way of doing so he can also stick to his primary assigned
duty of serving the twice-born., This injunction of Manu is

mentioned just after the verse in which he advises manufacture of.
crafts only as a last resort for the é&dras. Even if one overlocks
the possibility of interpolations in a later period, one can infer

from the last verse certain compulsions which forced Manu to accept

1 Manusmrti, vol. II, Chap. VIII, p.102,
2 ibid, X.99. ‘

3 ibid, X.100.
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créfts occupation as one of the normal occupations for the éﬁaras.
According to his earlier provisions crafts-occupation appears to
have been followed by persons who were outside ‘the\ pale of
Brahmanical social order, This is evident from some of the
provisions which regard some categories of craftsmen such as
leather workers, bamboo-workers, etc. as mixed castes and directed
them to live outside the village near a burial ground, ©On

9 : .
mountain groves ( shTaxT {:Itll z i 44'75"67‘: ;r<;\/q§’0,é.;7a 3373.*3-—
2 o g T \
¥ aTeziH I r*ﬁ“—ll/ <ITOSTAT IO TMGH &cqa &1 e e NI

Nna 1 b w1l 8 Y Sy
&uleWs%T{ZWIad 4€eu44 ran-MJIwhH;H:HJHJﬁUE%%?
- 2

qaAg < 1) °

Their social status, in these vefées, appears to have been on par

ey

Ty

%
T

§

with to that of the candala or the outcastes:7

But the Smrti and Puré'r.)ic works of our period are generally
indicative of enhanced social status of éraftsmen as compared to
that of their counterparts in the preceding period. We have only
YajHavalkya almost echoing the ordains of Manu by maintaining that

the service of the twice-born is the prime duty of the éﬁdras. If

he is unable to support himself and his family by this, he may

resort to different types of crafts (éilggih).s'But the Visnusmrti

explicitly and unconditionally allows the Sudras +to pursue all

~  ibid, X.36.
ivid, X.37.
ibid, X.50.
ibid, X.36, 37 & 50. v

Yajnavalkya Smrti, ed. and Hindi tr, by Dr. Umesh Chandra
Pandey, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Service, Varanasi, 1967, I.129.

m ~N 0 s
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O
- ' - -
branches of crafts (Sudrasya Sarva Silpani).9 The VisnuPurana

aléo clearly ‘ordains that attendance upon the three regenerate
'
castes is the province of the Sudra, and by that he is to

subsist, but he can also subsist by the profit of trade or by

10

the earnings of crafts~occupations., The MErkandéya‘FurEna makes

a distinction between the Dharma (duty) and means of livelihood
o
of the Sudras. The service of the twice-born is mentioned as
- F o s T .=, _.,»‘ ey gt iy i T :
Dharma of the Sudras., ahd.-the crafts=otcupdtions as-the: means

. R e T I —
of livelihood (FTAAFTIF  2THYI - l_g“——Dr‘T,w =1 (Greyr A A1 | edTzediia:

c 11
,.fﬁhm HTEHH AT | )e

Thus, we see that in contrast with the preceding period

when the crafts occupations were held low in estimation and even
the lowest rung of the Brahmanical social order, the é§§£§§,

were allowed by Mahu to follow them only in times of distress, in
our period crafts-occupations became the normal occupation of

the g%dras and they were not held in contempt. It is aiso clear
from the above references that the social or ritual status of

some craftsmen came to correspond to the social status of the

e

Sudra Varna in our period, This was denied to them in most of
the cases in the period preceding ours. The inclusion of the
long list of various categories of craftsmen, known as Karus or

12

P2 - P ,
_Silgis in the Sudra-Varga of the Amarakosa also testified to

this fact. At the same time the exclusion of various categories

9 Visnusmrti in Smrti Samdartha, Nag Publishers, Delhi, 1988,

10 The VisnuPurana, English tr, with illustration by H.H, Wilson
and enlarged &nd arranged by Nag Saran Singh, Nag Publishers,
Delhi, 1980, wvol,I, Boock III, Ch, VIII, s32,.

11 Markandeya Puranam, Hindi tr. and illustrated by Dr.Satyavata
Singh, Institute for Puranic and Vedic Studies and Research,
Naimisharanya, Sitapur, 1984, Ch.28.S.7 (p.3§f).

v
12 Amarakosa, 2.10.5.
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of craftsmen, except the Rathakdra, from the list of the SamkIrpa
j5t113 (the progeny through the pratiloma-marriages) in the same

e ~
Sudra Varga of Amarakosa, suggests that craftsmen as a whole had

superior position within the fold of the Sudra Varna. The list of
craftsmen mentioned in the Amarakosa14 ineludes garland=makers
(M518%5530, nolixd), POtter (Kumbhakira, Kuldla), weavers

(Tantuvaya, Kuvinda), tailor (Tunnavaya, Saucika), dyer (Rafigajiva,

Citrakara), Jleafhet+workers (Padukrta, Carmakara), blacksmith

(Vyokara, Lohakaraka), goldsmith (Nadindhamma, Svarnakara, Kalado,

- -~ - .
Rukmakaraka), coppersmith (Saulvika, Tamrakuttaka), Carpenter

(Vardhaki, Rathakara, Ka—st.hatat.:), Although terms for basket-makers
or puppet-makers are not mehtioned in any of the vargas of
Amarakosa, the allusion Of the various types of baskets (Pei.:i‘:aka}s
and puppets of different materials (Pafﬁcalikis)16 in the
s/ﬁdravargy/indicates that there must have been basket-makers and

pappet-makers, who had the same social status as other craftsmen.

The term Pratimanam (Sculpture)18 and Pratikrti (painting) 19 etc.

S

are also mentioned in the same Sudra Varga and could thus be

occupations followed by the Sidras.

13 ibid, 2.10.1-4.
14  ibid, 2.10.5-9.
15  ibid, 2.10.29.
16  ibid, 2.10.28.

17 Chapters named after the four Varnas i.,e., Brahmana, Ksatriya,
Vaisya and Sudra, follow a genergl pattern of dealing with
subject-matters which are related to the assigned duties of
the respective Varna. ,

18 Amarakosa, 2,10.35,
19 ibid,
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We have also references in some of the Puranas suggesting

that in our period the people of VaiSya Varna were giving up

their own traditional occupations and switching over to crafts-

occupations, The Visnu Purana in the same context regards the
Sudras as fortunate and further states that the Vaisyas would
leave agriculture and commerce and take to the occupations of

the éﬁdras, i.e, servitude or the practice of mechanical arts as

petty artisans (K§rukar80pajivina)ﬁ%9 The Skanda Purana says
that after giving up trade and commerce they would become oilmen
(tailakarak@) The Amarakosa also assigns a new duty Seva or

Svavrttl (serv1tude) to the Vaiszas apart from the traditional

three duties, Krsi (agriculture), Pasupalayam (cattle-breeding)

and Vg?ijxam (.trade).22 The literal meaning of é;aVFtti is

is the life of a dog (to which servitude is often likened),?>
butx here it can be taken as all those works which were the
ass1gned duties of the §gg£§§, the lowest rung of the BFahmagical

[
social scale, The c0pperxplate inscription of Skanda Gupta from

Inddr (Uttar Pradesh) mentions that the chief of the guild of
oilmenvwas a Ksatrixa named Jivanta.24 All these references tend
to suggest that by the end of cur period a section of Vaiéias
and Keatrlza varnas due to the social=-economic compulsions of the»
time, started taking to crafts-occupations which must have led

to the elevation in the social status of craftsmen as a whole,

20 The Visnu Puran, op.cit, vol,1.36,6.

21 The SkandaMaha Purana, arranged by Nag Saran Singh, Nag
Publishers, Delhi, 1982, 3.2.,39,291,

22 Amarakosa, 2.9.2.

23 Apte, V.S,, The Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Part.
III, Prasad Prakashan, Poona, 1959, p.1580.

24 CII (Revised), vol.III, pp.310~1l.
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We have some inscriptional evidence suggesting that during
our period, at least in Bihar and Bengal, the wealthy artisans

were given representétiOn in the Adhisthanadhikarana, the city

council of a Visaya (district). In the Visaya of Kotivarsa,

the Adhisthanadhikarana was composed of four representatives Of

merchants, scribes and craftsmen, i.e. Nagara Sresthin, Sarthavaha,

. Prathama-Kulika, and the Erathamakayastha).zs This is mentioned

in four copper plate insc\riptions, two each of Kumara (3 Gupta I
(dated A.D, 443 and 447) and Buddhagupta (the first is undatdd

- and the second one is of A.,D, 543). Z11 the four inscriptions

are from Damodarpur (Northern part of Bangladesh). The Kalaikuri
copper plate inscriptions (dated A,D. 439) also mentions the
Kulikh’® Bhima as a member of the VIithi (Board of Administrations).
At Basé:h (Vaishali) in North Bihar numerous clay seals, of the

Gupta period of merchants and craftsmen have been discovered

which also refer to the existence of Adhisthanidhikarana.%® It is
, ’ 0

also be to be noted that the merchants and craftsmen mentioned

Wl

L _ . : &7
in these clay seals are only Sresthin -~ Sarthavaha and Kuliﬁéé,

which correspond perfectly with the case in the Kotivarsa, We
also find on the Basarh clay seals the names of Hari and Ugrasimha

L3 ) g
as Prathamakulikgz i.e. the leader of the Kulikas, We have also

evidence of the existence of Adhisth3nadhikarana in Gaya and

Nalanda in Central Bihar.27

25 See references in Introduction, p. 87 -
26 Acta Asiatica, vol.43, the Tohogakhai, 1982, p.34.

- 27 ibid.
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On the basis of the%%fﬁf?ﬁentioned evidence, we can say

that craftsmen, at least of certain levels, in our period, were
socially important enocugh to be given representation in

Adhisthanadhikarana together with the merchants and administrative

[N -
r

officials like ‘% Kayasthas on an equal footing.,

S

In our period we notice various categories of craftsmen
being transformed into different caste-groups along occupational

” - - Y, -
lines. Amarakosa uses the term Srenisajatibhiﬁ;;z8 (crafts-quilds

i

consisting of members from the same caste)., We have also

Vatsyayana recommending means of earning one’s livelihood according

29

to one's birth, Interestingly enough, Vatsyayana does not

e
mention Vaiéia or Sudra Varna in his social schen&gso

which may
also be taken to be suggestive of the formation of certain
occupational castes in our period., Their social and ritual status

would have been in between the social and ritual status of the

&aiéia and Sadra Var?as and they were governedd by their own laws
and‘chstoms with little intervention from the state., This can
cfather-Pe? jllustrated by references in some of the law books which
suggest that the state attacﬁed more importance to laws and customs
of the local guilds in our period than in the preceding one. In
this regard Kautilya and Manu simply advised the king to take into
consideration the laws and customs prevalent in the guilds while

. . /~
administering justice. The Arthasdstra says that the kings

28 Amarakosa, 2.10.4.

29 Chakladhar, H.C., Social life in Ancient India (Based .on
. Vatsyayana Kamasutra, Cosmo Pub, Delhi, 1984, (first "pip.
1929).

30 ibid.
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accountant must enter in his books the laws, the manners and

customs of the castes, families and 1ocalities.31

According to Manu, the King should enquire into the laws

of caste, district, guild and family32(§}enfdharmam. Pratipadayet).

This shows that in the period preceding ours the king was expected
only to respect the laws of the different guilds, But the law-
books of our period explicitly direct the king to abide by the
laws of the guilds and other local bodies, According to Narada,

the king must follow the usages prevalent among the guilds,

33

corporations, troops, etc. Yajhavalkya also betrays the same

spirit while instructing the king to abide by the laws of the

tim Pilayet). However,

.-

guilds, corporatiors etc.,34 (Srenigramowy

the ordains of Brhaspatismrti are more categorical in this regard,

It lays down that whatever is done by the heads of the guilds
towards other people, in accordancé with the prescribed regulations,
must be approved by the kingvfor they are declared to be %he
appointed managers of the affaii:s.35 He also warns that, if the

usages of localities, castes and Kulas are not maintained, the

reople will get discontented and wealth will suffer thereby.36

31 Arthasastra, II.VII. cited in R.K. Mookerji, Local Government
in Ancient India, Oxford Univ., Press, Oxford, 1920 (2nd ed.),
1st ed. (1918), p.127.

32 Manusmrti, VIII.41,

33 Naraditya Manusafhita, ed. by K.S. Shastri Trivandrum, 19 29,
X.2, p.114 (GrsTO3 dgﬁTQTTETQ /

AYe JI || ).
34 Yajnavalkya Smrti, II.192.

35 - Brhasg§tlsmrt1, Reconstructed by K.V, Ran95wam1 Aiyvangar, Baroda
Oriental Instltute, Baroda, 1941, XVII,17- 8{dﬁ¢31+?>“n,gqu-g—-
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Thus it seems that the guilds in our périod were free to[?act
according to their prescribed customs and the king was bound to
accept their decision.'37 This was not obligatory for the king in
thé preceding phase, Besides, they continued their old functioQ
of receiving money as deposits, paying interest on them and
obviously 4investing them in their trades, as would appear from

the Indor Copper-plate inscription of Skandagupta.38

A, Brghma?a‘
Devavi§?ﬁ deposited money with the guild of oilmen of the town

of Indra@;@i}_(Uttar'Pradesh). The interest on the monéy had to
be used for the maintainance of a lamp for the templé of Sun-god.
Such activities naturally promoted their prosperity, which is'
evident from the construction and repair of a temple of the Sun
by the silk-weavers of Mandsore in Madhya Pradesh in the fifth

century A.D.39

So the crystallization of various categories of
craftsien into different §§Sﬁ@§ with a powerful guild organization
to proteét'their economic and social interests must have given at
least some categories of craftsmen better footing to assert them-
selves in the society in our period, This seems to have been some=-

what different from the earlier dominant process of assimilatiOn

of backward aboriginal tribes, practising different crafts=

37 Majumdar, R.,C., Op.cit. pP.62.

38 CII, vol., III (Revised ed. 1981), pp.311=-312.

39 CII. vol. III (Revised ed. 1981).



100 ' )

Ooccupations,into Brahmanical social hierarchy.4o The Manusmrti .
mentions some of the craftsmen such as Ayoghava (Carpentei:) 41

Dhigvana and Karavara (leather-workers),42 Vena (makers of musical

44

instruments)43 and Pandusopaka (cane=-workers), ‘as progenies of the

L 3

mixed castes through the Pratiloma marriages. Also putting them

into Varnasamkara (mixed castes) categories, the Brahmanical law
[} .

givers like Manu had two fold motives : (i) to keep various cate-
gories of craftsmen in low social and ritual position to exploit
their manual labour, and (ii) to maintain their own superior

position in the society.45

In spite of the regular formation of different castes along
occupational lines, we do not have any direct evidence suggesting
that different categories of craftsmen were pushed down to the
level of gntouchables. From a tabooed section for whose untouch-
ability there is no direct evidence upto the Gupta period, the
leather-workers bécame a distinctly untouchable caste in early
medieval period only.46 Parasara is the first law giver to place

Fd
the Carmakara midway between the Sudra and the Candala. The
Carmakara Sudra Landala.

status of Rathakara had been oscillating over the centuries from

40 Jha, V,, 'Varnasamkara in the Dharmasastras : Theory and
Practice', JESHO, vol, XIII (1970), p.287.

41 Manusmrti, X.95. -

42 ibid. X.36.49.

43 ibid. X.37.49.

44 1Ibid.

45 Jha, V., 'Status of Rathakaras in Early indian History?,

Proceding of the Indian History Congress, (1973), 34th Session,
P.105. '

46 Jha, V., ‘'Leather workers in Ancient and Early Medieval India‘,
Proceding of the Indian History Congress (Henceforth, IHC),
1979 (Waltair), p.l102,

B
[
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intermediate to low in accordance with the importance of war.47
Kautilya mentions the Rathakara in the list of mixed castes
without assigning him any particular origin. He, however, not

only provides for the share of a Rathakira's «i’ in inheritance

from well-to=do parents,‘but also designates him a Vaié&a through

48

profession., The law=-giver is, thus, not only keen to emphasize

the difference of the Rathakara from the Candala but also

-..‘_‘

from those mixed castes which were thought”to be of*Sudra level,

e e

A firm believer in the policy of territorial expansion through
wars, Kautilya could not but put premium on the craft of the
RathakSra.49 It was due to the abhorrence againgt war that most
of the Buddhist texts hold Rathakara among to most thoroughl§
taboﬁed sections o% the people.50 éut Manu also dces not treat

51

Rathakara as a mixed caste, But in our period the status of

the Rathakara. appears to have declined since not only Yajhavalkya
pats him in the category of mixed castes5 "but Amarakosa also

enumerates him among the ten despised castes (’samklrnalatl).53

Manu enumerates bamboo-workers (Vena) or cane-workers

(P3ndusopaka) among the mixed :, castes, the offspring of Cindila

father and a Vaideha mother.54 He nowhere refers to the‘

untouchable status of either the Vena or of the Pandusopakd and

47 Jha, V., 'Status of Rathakaras, in Early Indian History,
Op. Cito ¥ mo 105—06

48 ibid.

49 ibid,

50 ibid,

51 ibid.

52 Yajnavalkya Smrti, I1.95.

53 Amarakosa, 2,10.4. ’

54 Manusmrti, X.37.44,
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only directs the Snataka (Vedic student) to avoid the food of
a ZQQQ.SS Vi§?u and Yajflavalkya almost paraphrase the ggle of
Manu pertaining to such avoidance.5§ The position and status of
bamboo-workers and basket-makers declined in early medieval

5
times "and they definitely became untouchables.58 Parasara treats

vanujivinl (a woman of the bamboo~-workers' caste) as an
» . .

untouchable for all the four varnas (pﬁturvargza).sg

There is no tracé of degradation of the position of black-

smiths in Panini's Ast3dhyayi and in the Arthasastra of Kautilya.®°
The sign of degeneration in their social position appears first
in the post=-Mauryan period, as Patanjali places them in the

category of Anirvasita Sﬁdras.61 This shows that they were placed

- oy
above the Antyas and the Nirvasita Sudras. We do not have

evidence to show that till the Gupta period untouchability or
62

dining restrictions were imposed on thep.

The study of some of these above mentioned categories of
craftsmen reveals that the social and ritual status of various
categories of craftsmen remained almost constant till our period
as compared to the preceding period., No sign of abhorrence is

visible against them. But it should also be kept in mind that

55 Jha, V,, ‘'Position and status of Bamboo-ﬁorkers aﬁd Basket~
makers in Ancient and Early Medieval India,' Proc.IHC, (1976),
P.234. '

56 ibid,

57 ibid.

58 ibid.

59 ibid.

60 Ojha, A,P,, 'Blacksmiths in Ancient and Early Medieval India’,
Proc.IHC (1979), Waltair, p.106.

61 ibid. -

62 Ojha, A.P,, op.cit, p.160.
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law-givers had their own preconceptiors which would have moulded .
their views about different categories of craftsmen. So the
social status of craftsmen in‘actual terms can only be ascertained
in terms of how the utility of par’ticulaf groups of craftsmen

for different sections of society were viewed by that society.
Moreover, the existence of vertical hierarchy within a particular
group of craftsmen would also have been one Of the determining
factors for social status. 8So, the social status of the blacksmiths,
goldsmiths and carpenters would have been higher than the other
groups oflcraftsmen.. The blacksmiths not only supplied tools to
cultivators, gardeners; carpenters, wood-cutters but{l@?So
supplied utensils to the households and armed the military.63 In
the list of metal workers mentioned in the Amargkoéé, the Dblack~
smith figures on the tOp.J The goldsmiths on the other hand mainly
satisfied the demand of the rich section of the society and most
of them settled in the cities where their manufactures were appre-

ciated and bought. In the Mudraraksasal? we are told that

Visnudasa was a prominant jeweller in the city of Kusumpura., In

. Silappadikaram we come across a state~jeweller who was entrusted

with the makirng of jéwellery for the royal family and who was
living in the city of Madurai. He is also depicted as richly

attired and followed by a retinue of well dressed goldsmiths.65

63 Amarakocsa, 2.10.35,

64 Mudraraksasa, Act, IV,

65 “Subfamanivam, K.Ne op,cit., pp.103=5, "
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This undoubtedly éndicates that though there were other.petty
jewellers in the city, the prominant jeweller attached to the
royal house enjoyed a higher social status. As regards the car=-
pénters, the Amarakogg mentioned two categories,66 those tied down

to the village (gramataksa) and those who were independent

(Anadhinaka). Obviously, the independent carpenters would have

been enjoying a higher social stayus. Many of the craftsmen are
referred to as taxpayers to the state in our period. The

Vilavatti grant of Pallava Simhavaraman (A,D, 446), mentions iron-

smiths (Loha-Karaka), leather workers (Carmakara) and weavers

(Tantuvgza) among the import tax-payers.67 These craftsmen are

mentioned as residents of a village., This suggests that their
social and economic status would have been different from their

counterparts in towns,

So grouping together.various categories of craftsmen and

viewing them in the light of injunctions to gﬁgtakas by Manu,68

69 10

Yajhavalkya and Visni~ appear to be unsatisfactory ways of

trying to ascertain the status of craftsmen in society. There
must have been hierarchy among various categories of craftsmen

and even within particular groups of craftsment, Craftsmen

66 Amarakosa, 2.10.9.

67 Epigraphia Indica, vol, XXIV, p.298.

68 Manu Smrti, IV, 211-18,

69 Yajnavalkya Smrti, 1.63-85.

70 Vispu Smrti,pp.82-83.
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refered to by these law givers in this connections were : blacksmiths,
goldsmiths, basket-makers, weavers, washermen and dyers, leather-

workers and oil pressers.

To delve further deep into our theme of enquiry we would like
to examine some Of the provisions meﬁtioned in the Smrti and
Puranic works of the preceding and of our period regarding entitle-
ments to the performance of-Certain religious and social rites by
artisans and craftsmen, They provide another clue for comprehen-
ding changes in our period as compared to the preceding one, We

may assume that some oOf the references to the ritual entitlements

of the Sudra Varna could apply to craftsmen as well,

The éfgddha or the funeral rites, as laid down in the Grhasutra

are,not prescribed for a Sudra71

but the texts of our period clearly
/e "
-allow these rites to the Sudras. He can perform not only ordinary
*

- - < - 7 -
(Sadharana) Sraddha but also the extra~ordinary (Vrdhi) Sraddha in

which offerings are made to dead ancestors on special occasions

such as the birth of a son, by uttering the formula of Namah

. ‘ . (0 N
instead of Vedic mantras (J3T7T31Y IATHT - d g a;%;.s‘r/lf zzmc—a |

3 Y ¢ . ?Z -
A FHETHTUT HAVT H AT HTAd! =T ) . Yajnavalkya also

73

‘ . -~ - -
prescribes the Sraddha rites for the Sudras. The Vayu Purana

71 Pandey, R.B,, Hindu Sathskaras ; A Socio-religious study of the
Hindu » Vikrama Pub., Banaras, 1949,

72 The Matsyamah3puranam , tr. and notes in Ehglish, arranged by
Nag Saran Singh, Nag Pub, Delhi, 1983, pt.I, Ch.,17.s.70.

73 Yajnavalkya Smrti, op.cit., I.121. ( HT&%T4%:7 4j£%q{?qlﬁ%
"HT?%IITW?_- | mﬂ'ﬂ%m "T'%UT =g FT— Em—‘&_rl— ”)
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/- _
also prescribes for Sudras the Sraddha rites.74
Another important development in the sphere of religion
of this period 'is the emphasis on the Sudras right of making
gifts, Charity is declared to be the best means for a sudra,

by performing which he can gain all his ends. (™ T : I
‘ T% - 3 ¢ [ ) 75
dedie *TIHITEY: | ¥THA FaHITAINEIEH FF:?‘RTE oG I ) -

The visnuPurana also allows the Sudras to make gifts,76(udoiiitﬁ~

<%31). According to Mahabhdarata, a Sidra who practises truth

and sincerity, honour mantra and Brahmanas and makes gifts

77

attains heaven and even Brahmanahood in the next birth. In the

Matsya Purana we have reference to a Saivite prostitute named

7
Lilavati and a Sudra goldsmith, By virtue of making gifts in

- -~
pretious life the former attained the kingdom of $iva (Sivamandiram)

after death and the later became a paramount sovereign named

Dharmamurti.78

The Markandeya Purana also assigns the duties

—————

of'making gifts (DEnaL; to the Sédras.79 In this connection

74 The Vayu Purana, tr, and annolated by G.V, Tagore, Motilal
‘Banarasidass, Delhi, 1988, II1.,13.49.

75 The Matsya Puranam, tr. and notes in English, arranged by

Saran Singh, Nag Pub. Delhi, 1983, 17.71, p.84.

76. VisnuPurana, vol,I, Book III, Chapter 8, S.34.
[ d

77. Anusasana Parva, 217, 13-15, cited in SAI, (1958 ed), p.

78. Matsya Purana, XCII-23-29, p.373.

79. The Markandeyva Puranam , trans., & edited by Dr, Satyavrata
Singh, In8titute fof FPuranic & Vedic Studies and
Research, Naimisharnya, Sitapur, 1984, 28.7, p.354.




L]

it should also kept in mind that we do not have any evidence of

Brahmanical law-givers before Yaj navalkya trying to popularigze

80

the practice of making gifts, with the law-books of Brhagggti

the doctrine of salvation through gifts reached its zenith.81

Also in the matter of performance of sacrifices by the

Sudras, the texts of our period betray a liberal attitude,

In this regard Yajnavalkya says, ‘A Sudra should perform fiwe '

sacrifices (TAFHILY] 7’1’7‘}397%573331'4 2'_"‘7’37’).82 The Visnu Purana

ordains, 'He may offer the sacrifices in which food is presented

as well as the obsquial of:‘:'erings.83 The Vayu Purana also

prescribed the five great sacrifices for the Sudras by omitting

\f . an
the mantras (;]-Q'- u,-% Tty I = E K I ).84 Markandeya

Purana enlists sacrifice (yajna) among the three assigned

. ’ ‘\ Y
duties (Dharma)of the Sudras ( 2379 IFY3g ATEE :L,n—Q——é w171
>

@T«JT Ha ).85 These provisions of the Puranas are in con-

trast to the injunctions of manu and Visnu which disqualify the

Sudras for Satskaras and debar them from performing dharma and

Vratas. 86

80 Hagra, Op.cit., p.247.

81 ibid,

82 Y;j»navalkyasmrti, I.121.

83 The Visnu Purana, I. III. 8.34. (-- rswaiieg o Ereriireen
Feera vy B‘%}:’-‘}})

84 ibid.

85 Markandeva Purana, 28.7.

86 Manusmrti, X.126. (= @WTTWI% ,m:mﬁﬁfl:wﬁ—a w.go(
sETEEly FuTSTEs A ﬁ?m ::qﬁ*ﬂ?"‘“jrw s (E=Y y"‘ﬂf%g?u)

Visnusmrti in Smrti Samdarbha, vol.III, p.512. (7 41379 S fuiq

:,:rt-‘ﬁwﬁ%—&?r?«r SaH ). '

[
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The aboVe - mentioned references are suggestive of the liberal
attitude of Brahmanical law-givers towards the Sidras and by
implication to the craftsmen, which was denied to them in the pre-
ceding period., But even this freedom could have been enjoyed only
by a limited few who had wealth.enough to make gifts and perform
sacrifices, This contrast with the preceding period can further
be illustréted in connection with the access of the SGdras to the

scriptures. Though a Sudra could not study Vedas, he was not

debarred from hearing the Itih3dsa (like the Mahabharata) and the

Purana, The Mah3abharata expressly says that the four varpas should

hear it through a Brahmana as a reader,87 (o ==Td< av#%%g:;7

FTETOTHIA: ) O\

S

The Bhagavata Purana, & text of a later period, says that

P
as the three Vedas cannot be learnt by women, Sudras and Brahmanas

(who are Brahmanas only by birth), the sage Vyasa composed the story

of the Bharata out of compassion for them (<~>rnu4 3 %:’i*’c{r&i—']’:f ;rac}:r

gﬁ%hzvvﬁawwwwmmv¥ q@d; & §?FJI).88

3 These

provisions betray a marked departure from Manu's provisions which

say that only the dvijali had the privilege to listen to Manusmrti.89

All these above references suggest an enhanced ritual status

of the Sudras in our period, According to R.S, Sharma, the growth

87 Mahabharata, 'Santi Parvan, 328,49, cited in P,V, Kane, op.cit.
vol,II, Chapter, III, p.155.

88 Bhagavata I.4.25. cited in P,V. Kane, op.cit. vol.II, Ch.III.
P.155.

89 Manusmrti, 11,16,
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of a certain reforming ideology, specially the creed of Vaisnavism,
secured a large measure Of religious equality for the §g§£§§.go
Vaisnanism reached-its highest watermark in the Gupta period, whene
we find numerous epigraphic, numismatic and sculptural records
téstifying its unparalleled influence not only in Northern India
but even in parts of Southern and the Wéstern India. This must
have substantially contributed to the boosting up of the rifual

status of craftsmen in cur periOd.91

90 Sharma, R.S. SAI, p.307.

e 4

91 Goswami, K.G., ‘'Vaisnavism', IHQ, XXXI, p.132.
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