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This work attempts to study the political behaviour
of 'Tharu'® tribe in Kheri district Uttar Pradesh. Nearly
—six 1§Ef;ribals are inhabiting in Uttar Pradesh, but only
one~-third of this population is recognised as scheduled
tribe and that too from June 24, 1967, when Bhotia, Buxa,
Jaunsari, Rozi and Tharu were declared as scheduled
tribes. These tribes are inhabiting in the Chamoli,
Dehradun, Pauri Garhwal, Uttarkashi Nanital, Almora,
Pithoragarh, Bijnaur, Kheri, Gonda, Bahraich and
Gorakhpur district of Uttarpradesh., Except these five
tribes there are 13 more tribes namely Gend, Kol, Baiga,
Pathari, Korva, Khairwar, Saharia, Agaria, Bhuilya, Panika,
Orav, Dhanger, and Gasia, inhabiting in the Southern=
Uttar Pradesh are not yet declared scheduled tribesl. i
According to 1981 ¢ ensus the total scheduled tribe
pepulation of Uttar Pradeshi}BZ, 705 as against the
total tribal population 5,16,28,638 of the country. As
for as Tharus are concerned they are inhabiting in the
Kheri Nainital, Bahraich, Gonda and Gorakhpur district
of Uttar Pradesh, According to 1981 census, the total
Tharu population of Kheri district is 17,789 with 9,301

males and 8488 females. The district has four Tahsils.

1. Hasan, Amir, Adivasiyan Ki Samasyayen Aur Samadan
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1984
P - 76
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Kheri Lakhimpur, Nighasan, Daurehra, Neghasan and Mohamdi,.
And there are seven assembly constituencies i.e.

Nighasan, Lakhimpur, Paila C$.C., Srinagar, Haiderabad
Mohamdi (S.C.) and Daurehra. Most of the tribal
population comes under the constituency of Nighasan,

So it can be said that they can play an inportant role

in assembly election.

Location of the District :

"The district of Kheri Lakhimpur is the northern

most district of Lucknow Division and is situated

in the sub-Himalayan belt boardering the territory of
Nepal. It lies between 27,41 and 28,42 North latitude
and 80.2 and 81.19 East longtitude. It is bounded on
east by Bahraich, from which it is seperated by the
Kauriala river. On the south sitapur and for a short
length Hardoi, on the west by Shahjahanpur and Pilighit
and on the north by the territory of Nepal, it shapes

an irregular trianglez".

Area

"According to the central statistical organisation

the district has an area of 7.691 sg.skm. on July 1,1971

ranking fifth in size in the state"%

2. Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers (Kheri) published
by government of Uttar Pradesh ILucknow, 1979
P2

3. PDistrict Census handbook Kheri Uttar Pradesh,
Allahabad 1961 P -1



Population

According to 1981 census the district has 19,52,680
persons with 8,95,066 females and 1057614 males and
occuples 26th place in terms of population among the
districts of the state.,

The Kheri district, due to its strategic geogrophical
location is given much importance. India, it is claimed,
has the largest tribal population of any other country
in the wor1d4. There are altogether 427 tribal communities
all over India.5 Constitution order 1950 declared
212 tribes located in fourteen states as "Scheduled Trib&?s.
The constitution does not give any definition of the
scheduled tribe. But in Article 342 of the Indian
constitution? it has been mentioned that "The president
may with respect to any state or union territory, and
where it is a state, after consultation with the governor
there-.of by public notification, specify the tribes or
tribal communities or parts of or groups within tribes
or tribal communities which shall for the purpose of this

constitution be deemed to be scheduled tribes in relation

4. Desai, A.Re Tribes in Transition in Romesh Thaper's
Tribe, caste and Religion in India
Macmillan Meerut, 1977 P =16

5. Vidyarth, LoP. and Rai, B.Ks The Tribal Culture of
India, concept publishing company, New Delhi,
1976 P - 25

6. Desai, A‘R. Op. Cito P - 18



to that state or union territory; as the case may be
"(Article = 342(i)) Article 342(2) reads" parliament

may by low in or exclude from the list of scheduled
tribes specified in a notification issued under

clause (1) any tribe or tribal community or part of

or group within any tribal or tribal community, but save
as a foresaid a notification issued under the said clause
shall not be varied by any subseguent notification“z The
constitution makes various special provisions for the

protection of the intrests of the scheduled tribes.

Article 15, 16 and 19 make it possible while legislating
on any matter to take into consideration the special
conditions of the tribals in the matter of enforcing
the provisions relating to equally of all the
citizens. The objective is to safeguard their intrests

and way of 1ife®,

"The claims of the members of the SC & Scheduled
Tribes shall be taken into consideration, consistently
with the maintenance of administration in the making of
appointment, to services and posts in connection with
the affair of the union or the state (Arti 335). There

shall be a special officer for the Scheduled Tribes

Te Ibid P - 136

8 Report on the Scheduled Area & Scheduled Tribes
Commission, 1960=61, P - 33




appointed by the president (Art - 338). It shall be
the duty of the special officer to investigate all
matters relating to the safeguard provided for them
under the Indian Constitution and to report to the
president upon the working of those safeguards at such
intervals as president may direct, and the president
shall cause all such reports to be laid before each
House of parliament.

The president may, at any time, and shall at the
expiration of ten years from the commencement of this
constitution, by order appoint a commission to report
on the administration of scheduled areas and the welfare
of scheduled tribes in the state. The order may define
the composition, powers and procedures of the commission
and may contain such incidental or ancillary provisions
as the president may consider necessary or desirable
(Art 339(1)). Article 275 of the constitution provides
for assistance to the state for the implementation of the
provisions of the constitution regarding scheduled
tribes and scheduled area,

Special provisions are laid down in the fifth
and sixth schedules of the constitution for the

administration of areas inhabited by scheduled tribes.



Article 330 and 332 provide for the reservation
of seats in the 'House of the people' and ‘'state
Assembly' for the scheduled tribes. Article 335 of the
constitution provides for the reservation to the
scheduled tribes in services and posts. Over and above
all these, there is a general directive in Article 46
of the constitution that "the state shall promote with
special care the educational and economic intrests of
the weaker sections of the people, and in particular
of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes and shall protect
tharu from social injustice and all forms of exploitatiors"
(Article 46) so it can be said that in the Indian
constitution a lot of provisions have been laid down to
protect the intrests of the scheduled tribes and for

their betterment.

i During the last few decades a good volume of works
- has been done on various aspects of scheduled tribes, but
most of th. m are sociological and anthropological in
nature., However, it is also a mecessity of the time that
equal or more attention should be given to the political
role of the Tribals, of course taking into consideration

the role of other aspects of the tribal life as weltzf

A sigzable population of the country is tribals and

it seems that because of their apathetic attitude and lack



of political sociolisation which is to some extent due to
their isolation from the non tribal neighbours, theﬁﬁ'do
not substantially contribute any thing to the systﬁyﬂ/

In these days every body accepts the wisdom and need

of people's participation in various state activities,
People's involvement in setting the goal and implementing‘
the policies is considered highly essential. The necessity
or desirability of such participation by the people has
thus assumed much importance and with it, political
participation which giveé the people a chance to shape
their destiny, has also become a matter of political
importance., For the smooth functioning of the system,

it is necessary that all the sections of the people

should contribute to the system. Again the essence of
the democracy, also says that some people should not
decide things for all the people. In other words everybody
should have a right to decide about how the state should
run or people are to be governed. It is, therefore,
required that all citizens despite of socio=cultural
diversity economic differences or ethnic stock should have
the fundamental right to be associated with the process

of governance, Political participation with its various
modes and dimensions provides this opportunity, however,

it is found that this opportunity are not being equally
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availed by all the sections of the people. The tribals

who constitute a sizable segment of Indian population

are found to be apathetic towards the political activities.
Apart from their natural apathy, they also confront with
numerous problems which in éne way or others, become
responsible for their low political participation.

These tradition loving people fail to comprehend the

nature and purpose of the electoral process or representative
system, but with the introduction of panchayati Raj and
increase in political activities even is tribal areas,

the tribals are gradually getting some acquaintance

with electoral activiti%%. Hence, the study of electoral
participation of tribals; their voting behaviour has
attracted the attention of social scientists, The attemgt
should be made to involve tribals in the process of
nation=building and also outputs of the system should be
provided to them. Their voice must be heard of and they
should be given enough opportunity to decide things themselves.
This can be done only'by developing political consciousness

of the tribals and giving a broader and greater scope for  x

political involvement. The aim of the present study is E;ﬁ
examine the participation rate and nature of the tribal
community in Kheri district of U.P, It is proposed to
study their voting behaviour and to explain the reason

of such behaviour. Political participation has been

analysed at assembly levelfs



Methodology :

With the above mentioned aim in mind, the
present study seeks to investigate empirically the
voting pattem of the Tharu's in Kheri (U.P.). An
empirical method is adopted and the study is based on
tools like interview and observation. A sample of 50
adult tribals were selected randomly. A scheduled
questionaire was used to record the responses of the tribal
respondents. The data collected during the field study
was analysed and interpreted with the support of some

theoritical propositionse.

Dependent: Variables

In this study participation in compaign activities,
procession, public meeting and party likes and dislikes

etc. have been taken into consideratione

Compaign

It is generally believed that the scheduled tribe
are apathatic towards the political system and they do
not take any active participation in various political
activities. Compaigning i1s an important variable throud
which their political participation can be testified. So
several questionsto testify it were prepared, as “did you

help in arranging election meetings?"
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"did you help the voters to go to the polling station?"
"How much intrest did you show during the last election
compaign?" etc. And responses of these questions were

analysed.

Processions :

It is believed that the scheduled tribe people did
not t ake part in public meetings and processions. So

to testify these notions few questions like.

"did you participate in any election procession?"
¥did you canvass door to door compaign for any specific
candidate or party?" etc. were asked and the responses

were codvfied. and analysed.

Party likes and dislikes :

Political parties play a very important role
in politicising the people through various means.
It is believed that the scheduled tribe people do not
take intrest in political activities. So the political
consciousness among tribals is low. So to testify this
hypothesis fews questions were asked which are given
below.,.
"Is there any political party that you like2"

"Whom did you vote in the last assembly election?®
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Independent Varisbles

In this study the independent variables which

were taken into consideration are given below

1. Age
2e Education

3. Occupation

1. Age ¢ The people who are old in age, it is
believed, are politically mor experienced and mature,
They are involved more deeply in various political
activities in comparison to younger generation. So this
has to be testified. The age group devided for this

purpose are as followss
21-30, 31-40, 41-50, 50 and above.

2. Education ¢+ Education among the scheduled tribe
people is very low, The jlliterate people lacks
political knowledge. Education is amimportant variable
in successful working of democratic system. However the
relationship between political consciousness and
education is proposed to analyse. So this information was

collected interms of catsgories like illiterate and literate.

3. Occupation ¢ People holding higher occupation reveal

a greater willingness for participation. It can also be
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said that people of this category have higher educational
attainment and this no doubt, gives an important
explanation of the high rate of their participation.

The people who have no landed property or other
occupation, it is supposed that they have not much
political participation and political consciousness,

So to judge this relationship the informatiocn was

collected and following catagories were made.

(1) 0<% acres, (2) % to 3, (3) 3 to 5 and (4) Nil.

/éhe present study has been devided into five
chapters, In this introductory chapter a brief
description with regard to the significance and
methodology of the study and the location of the district
have been made. In the second chapter,an account of the
socio=economic profile of Tharu tribe and its implications
on the level of their political participation has been
made. The third chgpter presents a theoretical framework
of political participation and social change. This
chapter discusses the meaning and theories of political
participation and social change and the interreletionship
between these two concepts. Finally, this inter=-relatiomship
has been examined with the Tharu tribe. The fourth chapter

which constitutes the important domain of the present
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study analyses the voting behaviour of the people of
Tharu tribe on the basis of an examination, interpretation
and explanation of an exhaustive list of questionnaire
prepared for this purpose. The analyses presented in
this chapter on the basis of the questionnaire draww

the conclusion that the voting behaviour of the people

of Tharu tribe 1s susceptible to various factors like
money, liquor, leadership, political party, poverty,

lower literacy etce In the concluding chapte;)a

brief summary with few suggestions has been made.



CHAPTER - TWO

SOCIO~ECONOMIC PROFILE OF THE THARU TRIBE
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This chapter will present a sketch of the socio=-
economic profile of the Tharu Tribe of the Kheri District
of Uttar Pradesh. A fundamental gquestion arises that why
the study of socio=economic condition is necessary in
undgrstanding the voting behaviour and political
participation of the people. It has been assumed that
the socio=economic condition are considered as the basis
on which the political system of a country is being set-
upe Unless one studies the social and economic life of
any particular community, it will be difficult to draw
any conclusion of the political life of the community. Thus,
these three different aspects of 1life are closely
integrated. Keeping this preparation in mind this chapter
has been formulated to study the socio=economic conditions

of the Tharu Tribe,

Another reason in attemting this chapter is
tﬁat the socio-ecohomic life of the Tharu tribe has certain
‘distnict features. The social life of the Tharu tribe
is guided by various factors like traditions, customs
belief in magic, ¥ituals and other blind faiths, Further,
they lead an isoléted life and never interact with the
people of other c@mmumﬂnaS,Therefore, their social life
is confined to a limited sphere of their own activities.

This also €nables them to know sometime about the world



te
other than their own. One more point needskyention

here with regard to the social life of the Tharu

tribe, i.e. their increasing emphasis on entertainment
programmes like various festivals ‘the excessive drinking
of ligquor also constitutes a part of their social life
“which impedes them to think and do some constructive
works for the betterment of their own community and the
people at large. The lack of education among the peocple
of Tharu Tribe, is also a vital factor in determining
the nature of socio=economic and political life. Such
a type of social life has its necessary consequences on
the political life of the Tharu tribe. Their political
life remained inactive due to this social life. Hence,
the political consciousness and participation was -

reduced to a low keVve

The economic conditions of the Tharu tribe is
very miserable. Though the people of Tharu tribe depend

on agriculture, they have not made enough progress from

the agricultural landse. Their lands are not irrégated ard

1o

they are very often affected by the calamity of nature like

flood. They also do some small occupations like fishing,

hunting, selling of fruits collected from jungle, preparing

some wooden handicrafts. But these professions do not fetch

them sufficient money to lead a good life. Thus, they

are still povertyridden and this poverty is a major factor
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in their docile political life and a low level of

political participation., Besides, ﬁhey do not have

any trade establishments with any other community. The
absence of any developmental activity is also a factor

in contributing to their poverty. The exploitation of

the people of Tharu tribe by the landlords and moneylenders
is also an important feature in regard to the deteriorating
economic cdnditions. The cumulative effect of these
economic conditions of the Tharu tribe is directly
responsible for their low political participation and

susceptible voting behaviour.

The above discussions throw sufficient light in
understanding the importance of the socio=economic
conditions of the Tharu tribe and its relation to their
political life. It can be inferred here that the study
of socio=economic profile of the Tharu tribe has its
necessary implications on their voting behaviour and
political participation in general. The backward socio=
economic conditions of the Tharu tribe have resulted in
their indifferent attitudes towards elections and other
political processes. Thus,6 here an attempt has been made
~to study the socio=~economic life of Tharu_tribe_in the

setting of district Kheri.
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Origin of Name of District

"The district (Kheri) derives its name from the
small town of Kheri which is said to be have found by
Kshemkaran, a companion of Janmejaya who was a son of
Parikshit and grandsonof Arjun, the third among the
Pandava brothers. Another legend ascribes the name of
the district to the abundance of rice and milk, that is
Kheer, in the area, It is frequently called Lakhimpur
from the location of the headquarters of the district

there“l.

History of the District as Administrative Unit

"In the days of Akbar the area comprising the
district formed part of the province of &vadh and most of
it belong to sirkar or Khairabad.. &t the time of annexation
in 1956, the perganas comprising this district were
devided between the two district Muhamdi and Mullanpur,.
In 1950 the district was reorganised and the old district
of Mullanpur was abolished and part of it was added to
Sitapur district. The headquarter of the district was
shifted to Lakhimpur & more central spot”z. At present
district comprises four subdivisions viz. the Nighasan,

Lakhimpur, Muhamdi and Dhaurehra. Scheduled tribes in Kheri

1. Uttar Pradesh District Gazettecers -~ Kheri published
by govt. of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1979
P=1
2. Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers - (Kheri) Op. Cit.
P-2
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district. The Tharus are inhabiting in Kheri, Gonda,
Nainital, Bahraich and Gorakhpur district of Uttar

Pradesh,

The Tharus of Kheri district of Uttar Pradesh belong
to the Mongoloid stock. Many attempts have been made to
explain the origin of the name of the Tharu. "Some
derive it from ‘tahre', “they halted", after their alleged
" flight into the forest; others from ‘tarhua' “wet",
in allusion to the swampy nature of the tract in which
they live"? By another account ‘'thar' means "wine" and
the name Tharu, or "Wine bibber" was given them by one
of the Kshatriya Rajas of the plains, who when he invaded
the hill country, wes amazed at their drunken habitsly
It ies fact that Thafus are very fond of wine and on each
and every occasion and even in their day to day life, the

use of wine can be seen.

Oricine of the Tharus :

Regarding origin of the Tharu one tragition
says that they fled from the Hastinapur after the destruction
of tﬁe Kauravas in the Mahabharata war. Another local
tradition says that is the remote past when the raja of
a big kingdom in the neighbourhood was defeated and
slain by an invacter, his rains and other princesses

fled into the jungles to escape falling into the hands

3. Crooke, William = The Tribes and Castes of the Northe
Western India - Vol=4, Cosmo Publication, Delhi,
1975, P « 380

4, Ibid P - 381
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of the foe% They themselves believed that they (Tharu)
are from the royal stock of Rajputanad. Tharu themselves
claim chittor as their original name and to have descended
from Jaimal, Fatehsingh and Tarran Singh of Sisodia clan
of Rajpoots (1303 AD.)., They say that they were driven
out appcgrently in the third siege of Chhitor by Akbar in
1567 A.D. and they were original Rajpoots who lest caste
by using intoxicating liguor and rearing fouls.6 With
the laspe of time they increase their connection with
the Nepali people, even upto marital status, with the
result that the blood mixed with Mangolians and a

new culture emerged beyond the northern jungle of India,
One can easilf observe a slight Mangolide touch in their
well build bodies. With the short stature broad facizal
features, snubbed nose and pale complexion as well as
many peculiar habits and customs, the Tharus have been
the subject of much speculation in so far as their racial

origin and derivation of their name are concernedz

Family ¢

The women is supposed to be the mistress of the
house, although the social control is enjoyed by males.
Both the joint and single family systems are found among

8
the Tharuse. It is not unusual for a Tharu family to

5. Uttdr Pradesh District Gazetteers - (Kheri) Op.Cit.

P = 45
6. Srivastava, S.K. The Tharus: A study in culture dynamics
Agra University Press 1958 P =14
7. Uttar Pradesh District Gagetteers (Kheri) Op. Cit.
P - 45

8. Srivastava, S.K. Op. Cit. P -71
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consist of twenty or twenty five members. It is

common for them that their children grand children living
under the same roof. Among the Tharus the oldest person
of the family is the headman of the family. All the
matters of any significance are brought to his notice

and his advice and participation are sought in all
important matters. He is the formal spokesman of all kimd

of settlement and he supervises over all matters.

House :
Their villages are from one to two miles distance
from each other and the houses are made of wood or grass,
The outside grass walls of each house are plastered over
with the red mud. The Tharu's generally construct their
houses in the months of April and May before the rain set

9
ine

Dress *

Maleshave a choti on their head which signifies
their faith in Hinduism. Maleswear Dhoti while women
use Orani, coloured Lanhaga. The women love ornaments
and if they can afford, they decorate themselves from

head to foot with the ornaments made by silver.:]'0

10, Ibid P - 32
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Marriage. :
The usual age for marriage on the woman's part
is about seventeen or eighteen and a man usually

1
kes his first marriage at about that age. 1 "The

riage contract is arranged not by the parties

&thgm?elves, but by the fathers on either side; The
efféé;ér of the youth goes over to village or clan in which
.the father of the young woman resides and after making his
\N proposals for the price to be paid for her, offers him a
;§ drink of wine, and if the present is accepted, the

Q! bargain is closed. The contract once made is faithfully
g? kept by both the parties. The price paid for woman may

be in cash or kind, and its value depends on the means of

-1
the purchaser or the attractiveness of the woman,

Birth and death customs ¢

S—————

After the birth of a child the mother is not
allowed to taste food or water for two déys}s On
the third dax she is allowed to drink as much wine as she
desires, and some is rubbed over her body. Tharu
women assist each other at the time of child birth. On
the day of its birth the child is immersed in water,

while the oldest man in the family pronounces over it

11. Crooke, William Op. Cit. P - 389

12. Ibid 0 -Diss SN P - 389
. 32&04209542 '

13. Ibid 1 K9605 Po N P - 392

A
TH2545 !



certain auspicious wordse. An iron tool is kept in the room
where the child sleeps to avert the evil Eye. When the
child is four or five months old, a name is selected for
it. Among the tharus, if @ man is childless, he adopts one

of his nephewe.

The tharus believe that a man does not die with
death. He is transformed into another form. Earth burial
séems to have the usual way in which the tharus formerly
disposed of their dead; but cremation is now taking its
place, except in the case of those who die of cholera or
small-pox; these are always interred. Whether the body is
buried or burnt, the ceremony is always performed on the

southern side of the village.

Religion s

- Their religion is Hindu. They have faith in
supreme being, they call Narayan, who gives them
sunshine, rain and harvests, The goddess who presides
over life and death, and whom the tharus believe to be the
supreme power in the universe, is Kalika, one of the
numdorous forms of Devi, Durga or Kali, All peoples
combine to give her a periodical ovation, accompained by
much dancing, bangqueting, and drinking of wine, about the
middle of the october. Tharus also take part in animal
sacrifies Tharus hold three animals sacred above all

others, and these they would deem it a sacrilege to destroy,



23

the cow, the serpent and the monkey, = of which the

cow and monkey are probably adored through the example
of their Hindu neighbours. The snake has a special
service at the Nagpanchami. The only tree to which they

appear to show any particular respect is thé/bipal%4

Festivals :

Holi is their the most important festival to
which they celeberate in the month of Falgun. The Holi
festival is celebrated by the Tharu's with the great zeal.
Both men and women dance on this ocasion. "The £female
dancers usually stand in two rows forming a segments
of a cifcle facing each other. While dancing, they alternate
places on the circle., The drumner stands in the middle
beating mercilessly his oversized drum. Usually no
other musical instruments are played];5 "The dancers sing
in chorus. The Ram Navami festival is also popular among
Tharus.

The role of women in celebration :

16
"The manner of observance of Holi clearly establishes

the dominant role of the Tharu women., While on the
first two days both men and women actively participate
in revelries. The women gain complete control of the

festivities, thereafter, the role of men being, more or less

14. For detail see, Crooke, William

15. Hasan, A. A bunch of wildflower Ethnographic and Folk
Culture. Society, Lucknow, 1971 P - 89-90

16. Ibid ' P - 89
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confined to making arrangements for the festivities and
performance of religious rituals, Of course, in return

they get large quantities of liquor to get drunk.

Intoxicating drinks @

Tharu's are very fond of liquor produced with Muhua
and rice. This rice liquor is drunk more or less every day
and every member of family from the eoldest to the youngest -
drinks it{7 The Tharu: whose name according to one
authority means 'a wine bibber' specially love drinkingl.8
The liguor is the integral part of their life. ZLequor

is used at every occasion on these occasions they use wine

like water.

Divorce s

Another unigue feature of the tharu society is
that formal divorce or separation is not possible, unlike
most of the other tribes, who have a system a easy recourse
to divorce or separation by resorting to their customary
elders council., BEven if a girl gets pregnant in her
parental home after 'mangani' (engagement) and before

marriage. This is no ground to reject his wifelg.

Womenf®s status in Tharu Tribe :

Tribal women all over India are either self=employed

or working girls. They are in no wady economically dependent

17. Crooke, William, Op. Cit. D - 405
18. Hasan, A., Op. Cit. P - 54

19. Hasan, A., Meet the U.P, Tribes, The Academic Press,
Gurgaon, 1982. P-4
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on their menzo. Among the Tharus, the women folk

claiming descent from rains of Chittor, are able to
dominate their men who are said to be the descendants

of low caste camp followers of these Rains, who had

to flee alongwith their servants and body=-gaurds in

the hoary post when their men lost their lives in a

grim battle with Mugha1521. Thus, the Tharu women
behave like a royal ladies and men like humble commoners.
The woman is supposed to be the mistress of the house. The
woman does not observe !purdah! and works in the field
along with their men. The women of poor families mostly
landless, work as wage=earners too. On the whole, they
enjoy more freedom than the Hindu women of the

neighbourhoodzz.

Panchayat :

The Tharu's have "Panchayat" as the only powerful
tribunal for settling disputes of their community23. It
determines the code of conduct, fixes norms of behaviour

and provides safeguadrds to preserve tribal culture,

tradition and foﬁé—lore. Indeed the whole temporal authority

20. Ibid
21. Ibid PP, 11=12
22. Hasan’ A. Op. Ci‘t. P. 54’

23. Vidyarthi, L.P. and Rai, B.K., The tribal cultural
of India, Concept publishing company, New Delhi,
1976 P -~ 203
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of the tribe vests in the panchayat. The panchayat hés

no fixed membership. The panchayat usually consists of

upto fifty members. Its decisions are binding. They

do not have permanent council of panchayat as such24s

On each oceasion, it 1s formed of the panchs and
representatives of the contending parties with a

Sarpanch. Individuals with known merits of high ustelligence,
knowledge and reputation are chosen as panchs by the party
concernedzs. The major function of the village panchayat

is the settlement of the village disputes. The cases

brought before the panchavyat are as follows26.

1. Partition of point property, succession and inheritance.
2. The taboos, such as, sexual union of a Tharu with a
non Tharu, marriage or sexual intrigue with the
prohibited degree.
3. The taboo of marrying another man's wife without
his consent and without paying off the compensation
demanded by the former husband.
4, The breaking of engagement of a boy with a girl

without any reason.

24, Srivastava, S8.K., Op. Cit. P - 104
25. Vidyarthi, L.P. & Rai, B.K. Op.Cit. P = 203

26 Srivastava, S.,K, Op. Cit. PP=104=5
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5. The taking forbidden food and eating at the

hands of lower castes and tribes.

6. The Tabooes of killing accidentlly or intentionally
of a cow, calf or a bullock.

Tharus are peace=loving people and they do not infringe
upon their traditional laws. From the early age of their
life they get used to their traditions and customs.,.
However, the disputes among them are reported, The Tharu
Panchayat has got some laws,. on the basis of these lawse.
The social order is maintained. Some of these laws are

as follows27;

- If any Tharu man kidnaps a woman the panchayat
will ask the concerned person shall be punished;
- If any married woman wants to marry some other

man. She has to return all the ornaments,

- A widow can remarry with the permission of the
Panchayat;

- Divorced daughter has a share in her father's
propertyve

- No Tharu is allow to marry outside the there tribe.

- If a Tharu is not in a position to get his daughter

marry due to financial problem then the panchayat will
give money to concerned person. The money shall be

repaid to panchayat during every harvest.

27 « For detail see Srivastava, S.K., The Tharus:A study
in culture dynamics.
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No Tharu is allowed to go to Muslim barber.
No Tharu shall give his *chilam' or ‘'Hukka'
to any unknoWwn persone.

It has been said earlier that the panchayat

being their powerful organisation, it maintains social

order within the society. The panchayat settles the

disputes. The disputes referred to the panchayat

are settled after hearing the parties concern and witnesses.

The evidence called for deciding criminal cases is of two

types.

1.

Qath :

The person concerned has to take an oath before the
village elders or head then he or supposed to
submit the facts., It is believed that whatever
the person says is truth. If he tells a lie the

anger of god will destroy or punish him28.

Ordeal :

"At times the offender is subjected to some fortune
before the declaration of the verdict of the panchayat.
If the person escapes without injury, he is supposed
to be non~-guilty. In some cases for example. The
accused is asked to lick salt or fire, touch a

red-hot axe or put his hand in the boiling oil.

28,

vidyarthi' LOP. and Rai' BCK.' OpoCit L 2 P nd 199
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If he gets injured, he is believed to have committed

the said crime?’,

The force behind this type of treatment is strong
belief in the sacred spirits of the unknown world.

They take it guaranted that god is the greatest judge.
The punishment is generally a fine in cash or in kind
both depending upon the seriousness of the crime and the
person concerned. The fine is generally utilized for
giving a communal feast or an offering to the supernatural
powers, to appease them.

All these suggest that their traditional political
life is characterised by the following important
features30.

Moral principales and public opinions are matter
of consideration. These are reflected in the mode of
their social control which they have over their people.

The laws are originated from their social customs.

- Oath and Ordeal are the main modes of evidence.

- Punishment is awarded in the shape of fine,
compensation to aggrieved, offerings of the communal
feasts or puja to the supreme being.

- It is believed that the punishment is also given by

the supernatural power.

29. Ibia P = 199

30. For detail see, Vidyarthi, L.P., The tribal culture
of India



The inauguration of Panchayat Raj gave a se¥
back to the traditional panchayat,the headman was ’
now elected and any elébible villager could seek
electionBl. The tribal panchayat is still recognised
as the custodian of law and morals among them. New
local leaders have come forward to lead the villagers
in the changed democratic set-up. The idea of general
elections statutory Panchayat, community development
programmes etc. were intirely new to them32. Those
who are newbeducated try to popularise themselves to get

the leadership but they are not yet in a position at all

to compete with their traditional leaders.

Educations

Out of the total population of 17,789 of Tharus,
only 1476 people are literate, It makes clear that
Q
the literacy rate among them is at very low level.

The reality can be seen with the following data 33.

Total persons taking education 1476
Female Male Total
Primary level 153 1108 1261
Junior High School 19 116 135
High School 4 ‘ 70 74
Intermediate 1 4 5
Graduate o 1l 1l
31, Ibid P - 226
32, Ibid P = 226

33. Janjati Sarvechchan Report - by Tarai Janjati Vikas
Nigam Limited (Chandan Chawla) Lucknow, 1984,
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Beconomic Life ¢

The Tharus are very poor people living under extreme
poverty. The main source of their income is agriculture;
besides it, hunting and daily wage employment a¥¢ the main
sources of their income. Out of the total 2043 families,
170 families are landless and remaining other families

also do not have much land.

Till 1947, these tribals were masters of all they
surveyed but they have to face the threal from the
outsiders who flocked to Terai as soon as it was
developed34. The Terai land committee set-up by the

state government in 1960, tells the story:

'There has been a sizable migration of population
from Punjab after the partition and also from the densely

W35,

populated eastern districts of Uttar Pradesh
present, this migrated population mainly from Punjab is
dominating the area, The committees observations at
another place are as follows:

"The committee is convinced that there communities
(i.e. Buxa and Tharus) .... deserve protection by the
State"36.

The tharus of this area have to face a lot of

problems, The forest department is also - among those
34 ° Hasan' Ay QD « Cit. P - 98
35, Ibid P = 150

36. Ibid P - 150
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which are the main hindranée in their day to day life.

Living in the forest villages , they are immune < -To

the onslaughts of land-grabbess, but ironical as it

may seem, although they have been cultivating the land

is their possession for generation, they have acquired

no little. They stoutly refute the claim of forest
department that they were settled in their present habitat
by the department. As a matter of fact they assert that
they have been living and doing agriculture in these villages
much before they were notified as forest village537.

To protect the intrest of Tharud , in land and to stop their
displacement from their paternal land, the state government
issued an ordinance in 1969 prohibiting sale of land by
members of scheduled tribe to non=tribkals without

prior permission of the collectorB.8 The major agricultural
implements of the Tharus are - Hal, Patala, Juwa, Supa,
Chhapariya, Kilwai etce. Excluding agriculture the other
essential elements in the economic life of the Tharus

are Hunting, fishing, collecting forest fruits and roots,
etc. Thus,broadly speaking the following are the means by

which the tharus at present carry on their economic

activities.,

37. Ibid P - 151
38, Ibid P - 29
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1. Agriculture 2 Rearing of éattle
3. Fishing 4. Hunting

5 Smithy 6. Carpentry '
7. ) Pottéry 8e Labour

9. Collecting of forest fruits and roots
10. Governmental services etc.
In the following taebles their engagements hawve

been showns>.

Cultivators 5,555
Agriculture labourers . 167
Governmental services 4
Main workers | 5,850
Other workers o 124
Non workers 11,939

"rishing is a favourite pastime and supplementary
occupation with the Tharus, in which men women, amd
children take paert equally though women ‘@and children avoid
fishing in deep water40.

As the tharus sre great hunters, they, inspite of
the forest lews, steel into forests for their hunting,

although they are easily intimidated if they are caught-

by forest guards or eny other touring officialéof the

39. Consus of Indisa P - 428

04 Srivastava, £.K., Op. Cit. PP «48-49
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forest department4l. Hunting is an individual as well
as a group activity among the Tharus, When the party
returns from hunting with an animal from the forest the
animal is skinned and the flgsh is cut into pieces42.
Then it is distributed among themselves according to the
prevailing law of their society. So, iﬁ is evident
that the Tharu are very much depend updn hunting
and they earn their daily bread through huntinge.

The tharus use some of wild leaves. and fruits
"which are availzble to them during different seasons
of the years. The popular among these are Patpara,
banamethi papari, phalosa etc. Some wild grasses are
also used among them. Different types of vegetables,
fruits etc. are also available to them from the forest
which are used normall§ in their day to day life.

A, tharu man cannot claim himself as a perfect
carpenter but he is able to produce some important articlks.
"He makes his own carts, plouchs, Patelz, and other agrieultural
implements door, pillors, and cots etc.43. are exploiting
these tribles. Out of the total undebted 1156 families,

1022 families have taken loan from the money lenders,

41, 1Ibid P - 49
42, 1Ibid P~ 52



merchants etc. and only 114 families have taken from the

coorperative societies.

Thé cooperative societies are there (Chandan
Chawki, Belepersua and Bankati) and cooperative banks
(Cchandan chawki) also but theg are ineffective and
rendering very little help to the tribals because the
management and influence of the local merchants make it
very difficult to do their genwine duty and'in this
way these societies have failed to fulfill the hopes
entertained to . them. The investment of the government
has shown a little out put. Much of the money is
grasped by the middlemen. The quality service the
government has providing to the Tharu can be well-
estimated. A tharu dislikes to work as a mere labourer
én another man's field. His highest ambition in life is
to own a piece of land44. When 2 tharu has no alternative,

only then he works as a labourer in the hope that he could

be able to acquire a piece of land at some future date.

The tharus although they have literally masters of
all they surveyed till 1950, face & serious threat to
their holding from sikhs (farmer) who have been dispossessing

the docile and simple tribals from their ancestral land45..

44, Ibiad P - 56

45, Hasan, A. Op. Cit. P =12
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This area is now dominated by those migrated sikhs.
That's why Kherl district is often named as ‘'‘mini Punjab'
of Uttar Pradesh.

Tha gualiky  zervice The cgo‘v‘?f‘f\w\e“\' has
p’ro\ndwa G0 dhe Tharul can be estiwmdied as very low; since
the illegal commission of the middleman has dominated the
spirit of development. Similarly the response of the
Tharu?s has also been not satisfactory. This may be due
to the lack of education, poverty and political
consciousness.

Puring the fourth five-year plan some concrete
steps were taken for their upliftment and again during
fifth plan some fresh developmental programmes were.
started. But zll these programmes failed to provide
desired goal. The present situation demandsthat a
greater attentioﬁi;o be given for their socio=economic
betterment, While formulating the programmes for the tribals
some variables such as environment, socio=cultural factors
must be taken into consideration. As well know, economic
growth can be achieved only through due cognizance of
socio=cultural parameters, and economic growth and
increasing political socialisation will lead to the

increasing political partipation and involvement.
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“Political participation implies participation
by the various people in the politics of the countryl.
Political participatioh is a necessary ingredient of
every political systemz. Political participation may
imply participation by the unpolitical people as well
as the politicised one3. The idea of political
participations is highest in liberal democratic countries;
and to some degree in totalitarian countries. After all,
"participation is the principlal means by which consent is
granted or withdrawn in a democracy and rulers are
made accuauntable to the ruled"4. Some regard political
participation @4 a necessary criterion of political
development, modernisation and advanced political
culture., There are others like samuel Humtington who
hold that political participation leads to decay.
According to him; political participation leads to high
expectation which are not satisfied due to the look of

institutionalisatigp. Csolitical participation refers

1. Jangam, R.T., Textbook of political sociology
Oxford and 1Bh publishing Company
New Delhi, 1982 P.181

2. Mukhopadhyaya, A.K., Political Sociology
K.P. Bagchi & Company, Calcutta, 1980

P.120

3. Jangam, R.T o opr. Cit. P.181

4. Mcclosky,H. Political participation in International
Encyclopaedia of Social Science, Collier

MacMillan, New York, 1?5%/!91;12—?7253

o
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"//to a sensse of voluntary activities which have a
bearing on political process that involves issues
like the selection of rulers and various aspects of the
formation of public policys. To be more specific these
activities are as follows: "(1) Voting at the pools, (2)
supporting possible pressure groups by being @ member
of them, (3) personally communicating directly with
legislators, (4) participating in political activity
and thus acquiring a claim on legislators aqi;ﬁé)
engaging in habitual dissemination of political opinions
through word of mowth communications to other citizens".6
Maclosky defines political participation as" those
voluntary activities by which members of a society share
in the selection of the rulers and directly or indirectly
in the formation of public policyj. Political participation

is cummulative in nature. It means it may spread over

various activities at the same time. A person can take

5 Mukhopadhyaya, A K. Political Sociology.
Op. Cite. P.121

6. Woodward, J.Le. & Roper, E., "Political Activity
of American Citizens" in H. Eulau, S.J.
Eldersveld & M.Janowitz (eds), Political
behaviour: A Reader in theory and Research
Amerind publishing Co. Pvt.ltd., New Delhi,
1972 P,133

7 McClosky, H, "Political participation, International
Encyslopaedea of the social science Vol.l2
Collier-MacMillan, New York,1968 P,.253
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part in more than one political action at the sagmetime
can be a member of intrest group, political party

and also contest election to the legislature.

The forms and stimulus for participation differ from
system to system. Political participaonin a developing
country is limited by poverty illeteracy etc. in
totalitarian systems, Participation is controlled by
rulers. In the soriet union, people have been granted
right to participate in the elections. But voting
in Soviet Union is not legally compulsorfaas it has been
at one time or another in Ausﬁﬁa, Switzerland, People in
the USSR participate only in those activities which are
provided and allowed by the government. In defining
participation for their study of American politics,

Verba and Nie restrict the scope of political participation,
to "ceremonial" and "support" participation, excluding citizen

participation in the implementation of government policygz

Types of Apathy in Democracy

"In a democracy one usually comes across two type of

8. Churchward, L.G. Contemprory Soviet government
Routledge & Kegan Paul. '
London, 1975 P, 104

9 Verba, S. and Nie, N.,H,, Participation in America
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apathetics, Firstly - There are those who fail to
participate because of lack of information about and
interest in the political world which results from
their political indifferences and incapacity: Secondly;
From a lack of opportunity to participate. This second
kind Qf political apathy which is far from deliberate
is usually found among the uneducated, the unarticulate
the parochial, the isolated and also among those whose
very roles operate only on the basis of a kind of
political passivity as it is to be found in case of
woman in societies having dominated by men. The

second type of political apathy is deliberate. It is
to be found among those who decide not to participate

politically-Ce

Citizens who are pessimistic about their capécity to
influence political events may eschew politics on the
gfound that what they do won't matt-er any way. Voters
somet imes neglect to vote because they feel that one

vote waen't change the outcome; citizens often fail to
press their views on public officials because they believed
that public officials won't pay attention to people like

themselves 1 l*.

10. Mukhopadhyaya, A.K., Op. Cit. P. 123

11, Dahl, R+ Modern Political Analysis Prenticee
Hall of India, New Delhi,1965. P. 61



There are may persons who are apathetic towards
the participation due to their frustation with the
systeme. This comes when an individual considersthe
political system so much self=serving, corrupt and incorrigible

that he may decide to keep away from politics.

Variables of political participation

Participation appears to be a complex phenomenon
that depends upon great many variables of different
relative weightslz. It varles from country to country,
from era to era, from one type of people in a society

to another, There are three sets of variablesl3:

1. The Psycological variables

20 The social variables; and

3. The political variables.

A change in any of them can, therefore, increase or
decrease participation, and analysis based on any one of

them is bound to be misleading and incomplete14%

12, McClosky, Herbert Op. Cit, P=256
13, Mukhopadhyay, A.K., Op. Cit. P=256
14. Mukhopadhyay, A.K., Op. Cit. P-125
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Psycological variables 3

"Men participate politically because they
detest isolation and want to have the association of others.
Again one of the fundamental psycological traits of man
is that he is a curious animal; he wants to understand
the meaning of his environment. This pursuit of
meaning also servesoén important psycological reason
for one's political participation. An individual becomes
politically involved because he is keen on deriving
meaning from the political environment in which.he is
living. All these however are the conscious psycological

grounds of political participation"ls.

Social variables :

The elements that campose the social environment
include education, occupation, income, age, race
religion, sex, mobility and residencel6. "The general
finding of numerous researches that have been done in
different countries suggest that the political participation
is relatively in case of better educated, members of

the higher occupation and income groups, male menbers

of the society, settled residents, urban dwellers and

15 . Mukhopadhyay, A .K. q) . Cit . P 'y 125
16. McClosky, Herbert Op.Cit. P, 256
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. o 17
members of voluntary associations® ' .

Education

Education 1s one of the most important variables
which promoter political consciousness among the people.
The higher is the education, the greater are one's sense
of civic duty, political campetence, interest, responsi-
bilities and also self~-confidence and articulateness.r%
The more educated are better able to transmit their politkal
interest and knowledge to their children and, herce, to
prepetuate the relationship between education and
participationlg. Education, undoubledly is an important

variable of political participatione.

Occupation @

Aapersong socio=economic status are likely to
influence his political participation. It has been
seen the people who are economically sound, take active
part in political activities. For a hungry man politics

has no meaning. Campbell, Gurin and Miller "have shown,

17. Connelly, C.M. and Field, H.M., "The non=voter=who
He is, what He thinks", Public opinion quarterly
(1944) P. 179

18. Foskett, J.M., "Social Structure and social participation,

American Sociological Review, 20(1955)
. P. 434

19, McClosky, Herbert, Op. Cit. P. 257



on the basis of their study of the voting pattern of
American income groups, @ny given rate of increase in
income from éne level to another is likely to bring

a smaller rate of increase in turn-out as one ascends

the income scale“zo.

Religion and Race_:

Religion and race also have impact on political
participation, "In Germany, where the Christian Democratic
party attempts to be the spokesman of both catholicism
and protestantism, whether catholics or protestants attend

church affects their political participation considerably.21

Political variables :

"If the social environment is important for
understanding the character of political participation,
so is the political environment the more open is the
competition for power in & society and the more is
the competition based on established and accepted forms

of procedures, the greater will be the tendency to

20, Campbell, &., Gurin, G. & Miller, W.E., 'The Voter
decides, Evanston, 111,: Row, Peterson, 1954

21. Lipset, S.M., Political Man, Arnold-=tleinmann India
New Delhi, 1973 P. 196



participate ==~ the overall governmental programmes

is also important. People may be so disgusted with the
inefficiency of their government that they may detest
political participation—-- *his, of course, does not

mean that a very good performance by a government

always works as a booster to political participation=--
crises in national or international politics may sometime

sharpen the impulse to participate"zz.

Political party

"Of all political influences on participation,
the party is probably the most potent. It's rate.is
partly expressive and partly instrumenta123. A political
party performs a wide range of important functions. The
politicai parties give people political instruction and
ecourage the people to participate by constantly supplving
them informations about the political world. In this way
political parties impart political education to the
people. The political variables in respect of partici-
pation are, no doubt, important; but it is apt to remember
that, as far as participation is concerned, the same
political variables are often found to produce dif ferent

results and this so happens because the operation of the

22. MUkhOpad.h.yaYa ALK . q3 . Cit. P, 132

23, Rush Michael & Althoff Philip, ‘An Introduction to
Political Socioclogy. Western Printing Services
Itd,. Bristol, 1971 P. 82



political variasbles is very much limited by the

psycological and social variables“24.

Social Change 3

Change is the law of nature. "“The concept
of social change is wide and complex. It has many
dimensions and_aSpects“zs. It shall be useful for
better understanding of process of social change to
consider same of the definition of social change.
Different scholars have different views regarding "Social
change" . Accordingf&oore, "Social change is the
significant alteration of social structure (that is
of patterns of action, social, and interaction),
including consequences and manifestations of such
structures embodied in norms (rules of conduct),
values, culture, products and symbol 5"26. Kingley Davis
defines' , vBy social change is meant only such alteratiore
as occur in social organization= that is structure and

27

functions of society. Social change occurs in all

24. Mlﬂ{hopadhyay, AK. Op. Cit. P, 134

25. Jangam, R.T., Textbook of political sociology
Oxford & 1BH Publishing Co. New Delhi, 1980
P, 222
26. American sociological Review Vol.25, 1960

27 . Davis, K., Human Society, The MacMillan Company
New York P. 622
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societies and rapid in compiex modern societies,
Gradual and slow or rapid and spectacular, social
change does occur irrespective oflthe type or

location of human socieéy in fhe type of'location of
human society in the world,. For chahge in society is
inevitable. "Any increase, decrease, reduction,
diminution, growth, decay, envelopment, develoﬁment,
progresé regress, revolution or evolution can be called

28, in other words "When we speak of social

social change
change we simply assert that there is some change in social
behaviour, social structure and social and cultural

values“zg.

Let us have a brief attempt on the various views
of social éﬁange. “"A French sociologist, Auguste Comte,
hés'spokgn of socialichange in terms of three stages.
He has designated these stages as theological, metaphysical
and positive. The British socioclogist, Herbert Spencer;
speaks of the various stages of an organism, Accordihg
to him there are three stages which characterise the
growving and decaying organism of human sociéty. The thfee
stages are:A(l) Primitivism; (2) Militarism; (3)

IndustralismB.0 The economic theory of social change

28, Jangam, R.T. Op. Cit. P, 222

29. Kuppuswamy, B. "Social change in India"
Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd.
New Delhi, 1979 : P. 43

30. Jangam, R.T. Op. Cit. P, 224
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occupies a major place in the discussion of social
scientists and historians31. Marx asserted that economic
conditions and economically oriented actions constituted
the "base" of the social structure and profoundly
influenced all other aspects of human activity32.

He interprets the entire human histp;y in econohic
terms3.3 "The mode of production in material life
determines the general character of the social, political
and spiritual process of life" wrote Marx. In other
words ?according to him the philosophy, politics, '
culture, literature, and social life of & nation are
determined by the system of production, distribution and
consumption"34. . Those economic views led him to develop
the doctrine of class struggles. The communist manifesto -
asserted "the history of all hitherto existing society

is the history of class-struggle®. So at last it

can be concluded that "the Marxist theory rests on
fundamental assumption‘thaf/changes in the economic
infra=structure of society are the prime movers of

social change"3>,

31, Cohen Percy S., "Modern Social Theory, The English
Language Book Society and Heinemann Educatioril

Books Ltde London, 1978 P, 180
32, Kuppuswamy, B. Op. Cit. P, 27
33. Jangam, R.T. Op. Cit. P. 226
34, lbid ' P, 226

35. Cohen, Percy S. Op. Cit. P. 180
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H

There are many possible causes of»social change,

but they can all be regarded as belonging to three

types%6

1. There are causes of change inherent either in social
system, in general or in particular kinds of social
system;

2e Change may bé due t o some impact from the social
environment of the social system of reference;

3. Change may be due to some impact from the non -

social environment.

As discussed earlier social change can be
intended or unintended., It can also‘%e classified into’
as evolutionary cﬁange or desired change. The former is
a process of change and transformation of a society which
takeé place automatically. But a desired or planned change
can be achieved by systematic planning and social engineerihg.
This kind of change is obviously intended and the society
sets a goal before it. A substantial development in the
socio-political and economic life of a cémmunity amounts
to a considerable change in the society. 8o every nation
or society, while trying for transforﬁing or modernising
itself, vigourously pursues a developmental policy.

rd

Participation of the people is a necessary in%redien: of

36. Johnson, Harry, M. 'Sociology: a systematic
introduction allied publishers private
" limited, New Delhi, 1983 P. 633
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all developmental activities. People for whom

development is intended should be involved in developmental

process.

That apart, participative political culture and
institutional differentiation are basic features of,
a well developed society. BEvery nation, in her march
towards progress, tries for achieving them. Hencea
Political participation of the people has assumed utmost

importance these days. It creates political awareness

’ i

among people, provides an opportunity to involve them in
the affairs of the state and governance, it leads to
the participation of the people in various activities
of the state. Hence, political participation haé tremendous
bearing on development C*l nation~bullding and ultimately
an process of social change.

On the basis of above theories and assumptions
let us see the sort of political participation and
soclial change that has taken place in the small society
like Tharu's in the Kheri district of Utt%r Pradesh,
Participation is one of those term that are very difficult
to define, hecause, while it 1is very widely used in
| today's languages, the scope and meaning that are ascribed
to it often differing very widely.

The term participation is very often used to cover
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all the forms of action by which citizens take part in
the operation of administration. It is used broadly to
refer to the role of members of thé general public, as
distinguished form that of appointed officials, including
civil servants, the activities of government or in
providing directly for the community needs. It may occur
on any level>%wm\village to the country as a whole. It
may be only advisory, and in'the case of one advisory
committee to a minister. Provinciél governor or head

of a hospital; it may involve decision-ﬁaking, as in case
of governing bodies of local, and it may extend actual
implementation, as occurs when villagers decide to

" carry out a community self-help programme’

' Let us see the participation of the Tharu's in
their political process at grasseroot level that 1s their
traditional panchayat which has an importangain their
political behaviour. Tharu's have a caste panchayat
in which all most ai?lﬁﬁilicipate \n their day
to day prdblems. The panchayat, is the important organ
of their society which decides disputes, solves problems
of their own. They are mobilised under their caste
panchayat, Their panchayat also strive to do its bit for
the redressal of the grivances of the members of their.

communitye. The caste panchayat of tharus consists of

Mukhia and other members. The Mukhia in the chief of
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the.tribe as-well as of thé panchayat . The Mukhia is

the final arbitrator of law and order within the Tribe.
The powers of the Tharu panchayat is quite significant.
This body is the supreme body in so far ag “he caste
issues are concerned. The decision of £His body

inciude even when and how a man or a woman should be taken
into their tribe and should be declared out of thewr tribe.
It forﬁs certain rules and regulation pertaihing to the
entire tribe as a community. The rules once formed by
the Tharu parnchayat meansy these should be obe&ed by
each and every individual of the community. The panchayat
also enjoy certéin judicial powers. The judgement given
by the panchayat.will be binding upon the whole

community. An important point, however, may be pointed
6ut-that the panchayats do not have much financial powers,
because it does not have much funds available with it.

The people of the community are very épor. The panchayat
has numerous and varied functions and whl;hare generally

social, political and at sometime economic also,

Political Functions :

Panchayat of the Tharu's play a very important
role in matters of political importance., The panchayat

appears to be a vote=pocket of the Tharus. The Mukhia



is.usually a man ok the tribe, with the most of

other men as his followers in the Tbaru communitye

The Mukhia as the chief of the Tribe interacts with
other commﬁnities and public officers., Thus he is

_ consideréd as an important man and 1s respected in the
community as well as by the other communities also.

His work and word carry much weight outside as well as
inside the community beéause of the fact that he has
many followers with him, in his tribe. During election
times, in informal times of discussions, the Mukhia of
the Tharu assumes a lot of importance. He acts as the
mediator bhetween the party leaders of various political
parties and the people of his own community. Usually,
he is the person who gets the maximum share in the
money distributed by the various political leaders

to the community during the election. Sometimes the
leader distributesthe money among the other prominght
tribemen of the community.- Usually such money is

spent on the purpose of drinking and merry-makinge.

The Tharu's are voracious drunkards who spend most of

v | N
their money on drinking .

The Mukhia is also approached in mobilising

the member of the tribe for meetings. demonstration

" _
Even they themselves reveal that there is no difference
between Daru (Liquor) and the Tharu.
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-and brocessioﬁs by the leaders of politicél parties
and other district level leaders, Whenlever required.
Althouéh, due to lack of political consciousness among
Tharu's, they hardly participate in any of the above

ment ioned.,

Social Functions : of the Tharu's

Tﬁevsocial functions of the Tharus assume:
much more importance with that of political functions.
In this respect the Scheduled Tribe community appéars ;
to be a mini-world of complex problems. And it is
only Panchayat of the Tribe which tried to solve the
problems but more the less panchayat works within
the caste culture. The major function of the village
panchayat is the settlement of village diSpuﬁes. The
disputes settled by the panchayat usually relate to

partition of joint property, succession, and inheritance.

The taboos, such as sexual union of Tharu's with a
non-Tharu, marriage or sexual intrigue within the
prohibited degree; The taboos marring with ancther
ﬁanfs wife without the consent of the hushand or
without paying the compensation demanded by the
former husband;

The breaking of em]qgement,- and Taboos of killing

accidentially or intentionally of a cow, calf or a bullock,ge afso
' Neoticed
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Mukhia also plays an important role in other
various important matters of “the Tharu's.
He visité marriage occasions of tribeﬁen. He acts
as a guardian of the community and consoles the
families in case of death and also guides the
family. The customs and conventions of the |
tribe goes to the head of the tribe and are observed

in the name of Mukhia.

/
Generally the fund for the panchayat is

" collected from the tribe people. Int imes the panchayat,
while resélving the disputes may ask the parties to
»deposit some money and it would see it that who ever

is proved to have been guilty, - would go-to

the panchayat. Out of that money some money goes for
drinking and merry-making of the people who sat to
resolve the dispute. Thus the panchayat plais an important
role in the scheduled tribe community. But when the
question of social change comes, the panchayat plays

a wvital role. Such role is not towards maintaiﬁing the
status-quo; It is very important to note that in the
large constitutional and legal political set up, there
areihumber of non- constitutional and not legal
institutions and organisations that are playing a

vital role in maintaining the statuse=quo in the system,
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Unless one recognises the importance, it is not possible
to bring about progressive social change.

At empirical lével, however, it needs to be
tested as to what kind of political participation
is taking place and what kind of social change that
participation leads. To this effect some questions have
been cqgnvassed. As it has been said earlier that the
political parties in the country are contfoned by the
upper class or highly educated people, hence the lower class
more so, the scheduled tribes have been neglected. As (
‘a result of the socio=economic conditions of the lower=
classes in general and scheduled tribes in particular
are very bad, Alpart from Qariéus other institutions
and methods by which the socio=economic lével of the
people.caﬁ be raised, the functioning of the political
parties assumes a significant role. Through them the
process of socialisation of the masses‘and mobilising
for united action can be achieved. The political
| parties in India canvass not only, on the form and
basis of their ideology, party programmes and policies,
but also in recruitment iﬁto leadership from various
sections of the people. While it is well known that the
political parties may not talk about the castes and tribes

for the reason of secular facade, in actudl operation
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they do exploit them. But in.case of scheduled tribes,
castes, and minority secular politics does not preclede
them being canvassed on the caste or tribe basis’ Since
such quite big of the population and almost all of them
are deprived sections of the community and have been
depri&ed the ordinary previleges of normal civilised
life for ages. Aall political parties do make direct
and sectional appeal to them without any fear of being
_dubbed as cammunal. Every political party in fact,
wifh the others makes special appeals to them. Though
the actual implementation process may be at a variance

with the programme declarations.

In the above analysis of the Tharu panchayat and
other Tharu sysﬁems, we saw that the Tharus are the
deprived sections of the society. Their participation
in the wider political system of the country is very poor.

Thie is because of a host of factors.

As we saw, for the success of democracy wider
participation in the political sphere of the country
visvone of the pre-requsites., But the participation
of the people depends on & lot of factors and conditions

without which participation is impossible.
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The most important conditions éf participation
is political c0nsciousness.- The political consciousness
among the Tharu's is not satisfactory. Tﬁey were the
tribes who do not know the value of democracy because of
'their lack of knowledge, information and ignorance.
They are ignorant about the ﬂéppenings of the country.
This is also.due to their dabject poverty. Their poverty
compels them to search for the bread and if hardly allow
them to think about the state and its system. The Tharu's
Have their only scope of participation in the panchayaﬁ.f
Their panchayat is a traditional organisétion which

decides the disputes mainly of ritual nature,

Lack of education is another problem for Tharu's.
They are not educated. \Educational facilities in school
as well as in higher educational institutions are not
satisfactbry. Tharu's afe apatheéic towards education
that is because of their ektreme poverty. This lack of
education made them blink and for which they easily fall
- prey to the sectarian and corruptive call of the political
parties. As it is explained earlier, the Tharu's eccept
money for voting in elections from the political parties
and this money is being spend on drinking and merry=

making purposes,

So far as the social change of Tharu's is concerngd

/
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AN

Tharu society has changed a very liftle neaﬂy unchanged.
Whatever till today they have achieved, rather in a

broad way has contributed to the-maintenancé of the‘
statuséquo of the Tharu society. No major socio=
economic change has taken place in the society of the
Tharus. They have still adhered to the traditiqgal
‘institutions of their tribe and the some ritual habits,
customs and traditions are prominent in their~life. They
are still being exploited and their apathy towards others
still continues. Their moral standard has not developed
and s till they believe in blind faith, mysticism, and
magic. They have been accepting everything as it is

and have never questioned. Their occupation is still in
force, they live on jungle fruits, river fish and hunting

etc . .

In the concluding part &f this chapter an attempt
will be made here to examine the theory of political
participation and social change in relation to the Tharu
Tribe and to find out what is the actual relevance of
this theory to the people of Tharu Tribe. It has been
discussed above that poliéical participatioh is an
effective means to bring about social transformation iM
the society. Therefore, social change is directly related

to the levels of political participation of a given
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‘community. Political bartiqipation which is the resultant
of the political consciousness of the people has a :
diréct bearing on social change. Social change takes'

place when the society undergoes a total transformation

in all aspects, 1l.e. politics, soéial, cultural,economic
etc. The large=scale participation of the people in the =
sociomeconomic and political life df_a given community

given credenice-in understanding the nature‘of théir

polity and also prescribes changes required for a

better life,

As it has been discussed in the preceding chapter
that the political participation of the Tharu Tribe
has not been significant and large=scale, their social
change has not been made possible. They are still
guided by various traditionms, customs; fituals, belief in
magic, blind faith etc. The economic conditions which |
constitute as one of the primary pre-requisites for an
effective political participation, has not been
better and self-sufficient in casevof the Tharu Tribe.,
Hence, poverty is a major factor which impedes the
social change of the people of Tharu Tribe. Anotler
factor which helps in the process of social change is the
level of literacy. Education, is, therefore an important
variable is social change. Unless the people are

educated and have sufficient knowledge with regard to the
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varidus aspects of their life, they can not'think

about any social change; If.they do not understand
the meaning and complexity of the various problems
afflicting the society, they can not help bring about
solutions and change for a better life. As it has been
shown in the beginning of this study - . :,the literacy
leQel of the Tharu Tribe is very low, they lack the
political knowledge and understanding of various
soc;aljpolitical phenomenon. Thus, this ignorance

due to lack of-éducation is also a vital'factor which

retards their development and the idea of social change.

In conclusion it may be summed=up that . political
barticipation'which is an important means to social
change has not been achieved in case of the Tharu Tribe.
The low level of political participation of the Tharu
Tribe\due to discuss in the preceding chapter, is an
impediment to their social change.$tatus-quo remained the
order of the day and hence, social preservation rather
than social change has become an inevitable part of the ~ '
life of the péOple of Tharu Tribe. The lack of
educatioﬁ, ignorance, backward socio=economic conditions;
absence of developmental activities, low levels of

political consciousness and participation are some of the
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important factors which have contributed to their
traditional, orthodox and primitive life and unabled
them to lead a happy, bettér modern civilised life

- attained - .
which can beAFhrough a process of social changeo



CHAPTER = IV

ELECTORAL BEHAVIOUR OF THE THARU TRIBE
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' Democracy implies popular government. When
electorate exercises the function of voting, the concept
of popular sovereignity becomes meaningful. Hence,
democracy has everywhere advanced by way of an ever=

increasing extension of right to vote.

In the ancient cityestate of greece democracy
was of direct type. The citizen of the states were the
direct participants in the management of public affairs,
They were the real makers of the state policy and
programme of action . In the large natione-state of the
later ages, direct popular participation has became
impossible with the development of the city=-state into
modern nation-state and with the introduction of universal
adult franchise direct democracy is unattainable today.
" Representative democracy which is generally prevalent
in modern times, naturally grew up out of the conditions
of modern nationestates. In representative democracy
political parties play @ decisive role. And when we talk
of developing country like India, the responsibility
upon the political parties increases many times., They
articulate and organise the will of the people and act
as the transmission-belt between the government and the
governed, The growing political consciousness of the

masses led to the belief that the governmental action
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must conform to the intrest of the public.

I+ is a known fact'that upto the beginning
of the present century, the right to vote, was enjoyed
by only few with certain conditions. Many revolutions
were made and many sacrifices were given for the voting
right based on equality. The emergence of socialist
thinking and the great Bolshevilk revolution contributed
a lot. Victor Hugo has rightly said.that adult suffarage

has crowned man as citizen, is however,a recent phenomenon,

In Indian constitution universal adult suffarge
is a very important gain, and complete equality between
the sexes not only before law but also in political
sphere is adopted. In order to ensure the 'political!
justice held out in the preamble, it was essential that
every person in the territory of india, irrespective of
his proprietary or educational claims, should be allowed
to participate in the political system, like any other

person.

Various factors are affecting their electoral
behaviour and political participation. The political
behaviour of any given community determines its nature
and kind of life:political participation constitutes a
vital area in the study of electoral behaviour. The

level of participation of an individual or community decides
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the political consciousness of that individual or
comunity. Any major change in the life of individual
and the community occurs through their respective
participation in the political affairs of a nation,
Such participation,'inturn; points out the nature and
character of the political system in which that
individual or community lives. Political participation
and political consciousness is closely inter-related.
In this chapter this inter=relationship will be given a
real colour while analysing the 1eve1‘of political -
consciousness of scheduled tribe people of Kheri
district sketching out their electoral behaviour.

This chapter presents an empirical analyéis of the
electoral behaviour of the Scheduled TribeSin Kheri
district. The study is based on the response of

50 respondents selected rardonly (randon sampling).

An exhaustive list of questionrise was prepared to

get their response. Voting is an important means to
judge the political consciousness of a given community.
With the introduction of universal Aud#t franchise, the
voting right is made available to all the adult citizens.
In this study table No.l gives the picture of the
interest and importance of voting to all Scheduled Tribe

people of the Kheri district.
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Table Nol = 1

Importance Qf Voting

Varisble No. of Respondants Percentage
Important 44 88%
Not Important 6 12%
Total 50 100%

out of the total 50 respondants, 44 peocple (88%) said
that they consider voting as important for them and only
6 pedple (12%) saiéd in negative., It means that majority
are aware of the importance of voting which is their

political right.

Another question, related to above one was asked

"did you vote in the last electicn?®

The responses given by the 50 respondantscan be

studied in the table No.2.

Table No, 2

Varicble No, of Respondants Percentage
Voted 31 62%
did not voted 19 38%

Total 50 100%
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" This table indicates that the majority of the
people that is 31 people (62%) had voted in the last
election and 19 people (38%) did not vote and among
these were 8 people (16%) who replied that they were
not included in the voters list. It shows that the
majority of the people are intrested in exercising
their franchise. It also shows that the community
is politically mature.

Some political thinkers believe that more and
more participation of the people in various political
activities ensures the successful working of the system.
Opinions differ as to whether the exercise of franchise
should be regarded as a moral duty or as a legal
oblication. It may be argued thet for an accurate
representation of the will of the electorate, voting
should be made compulory. However, compulsory voting
is in operation in few states like Argentina, Belcgium,
Ruménis and some of swiss cantons etc. But it is believed
that the compulsory voting produces anfi government feelings
and tends to crecate political corruption. So it can be
said that for the successful and smooth working of the
democratic system, the people should be active and

should take part in elections,
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Another question when asked "did your whole
village vote for one party or different parties?™

the responses of the 50 respondants are as follows:

Table No. 3
Variable No. of respondants Percentage
One party 7 14%
different party 43 86%
Total 50 100%

The table No.3 shows that the choices.of the voters are
varied as while, 43 (86%) of them had voted to different
political parties only seven (14%) told that their total
village voted to one political party. So the table
shais that the various political parties are successful
in mobilising the Scheduled Tribe voters of the area.

It is believed thaﬁ the tribals show commun..al unity
and collectively vote to one political party. But
these views are not applicable to the Tharus of this
district. It is a good sigh for successful and smooth

working of a democratic system,

Another important measure to judge the political




69

consciousness of a given community is the setting up
of an effective political communication net-work.
Communication helps in arousing their political
intrest and awareness towards different political
phenomena. It is through this communication process,
the individuals acquire politicai knowledge of various
local, state and national issues. Hence, political
communication is vital in determining the levels of
political conscibusness of any given community and more
so of people from backward communities like Scheduled
Tribe.

In this country we have mainly five broad

catagories of communication channels such as,

1l. Newspaper

2. Radio

3. Television

4, Political party, and

5. Opinion leadership.

An analysis of these different communication channels
and its impact will throw sufficient light in
understanding the levels of political consciousness

and their active participation in the political process,
An attempt will be made here to study the impact of
these different channels from the responses of 50

respondents,



1.  Newspaper
When asked the question "did you read newspaper

daily "?. Out of 50 respondents, no one response
was in favour of it. This implies that no one read
newspapers among the Scheduled Tribe of this district.,
It may be concluded from this that the tribals of this
district may be poor in literacy. Many respordents
replied that the newspaper is not available to them,

Newspaper which is one of the important communicatiaon
channel if not being supplied to the scheduled tribe
people, exposes the weaknesses and the lack of

political development of a country like India.

When another question was asked "did you get
news about the election compaign from newspapersz®.

The responses of the 50 respondents are as follows.

Table No, 4

Election news from Newspaper

variable No. of respondent Percentage
get News 4 8%
did not get 46 92%

Total 50 100%




Out of 50 respondents only 4 people (8%) replied that
they read newspaper from other places when they go out
although they are not regular_readers. 46 people

(92%) people replied that they never read the newspaper.
So this table gives the indication that most of the
Scheduled Tribe people did not read newspaper due to

several reasons as illeteracy, non availabety of

newspapers .

Radio is an important means of communication in
the rural areas. People in the rural area very often
listen to radio particularly for the entertainment
programmes. They hardly listen to the news or any
election programmes which is vital in buildingeup
the political consciousness. Radio establishes the
direct link with the people and provides the information
about the political happenings. So radio plays an
important role in politicising and educating the people.
S0 a question "did you listen election programmes on

radio?" was asked. The responses are as followss
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Table No. 5

Programmes on Radio

variable No. of respondent’ 'Percentage
listen 3 6%
da not listen 47 | 94%
Total | 50 100%

3 respondents (6%) out of 50 replied "Yes™ and 47 people
(94%) said that they never listen to radio for election
programmes so this table makes it very clear that

the Schednled Tribe people of the Kheri district lack
political intrest in listening to the election
programmes on radio as a result of which they remain
unaware of the developments taking place on the eve of
election. &o it’can be said that the radio did not have

vany major impact on the scheduled tribe people of this

districte.
3. Television

Regarding Television as a modern means oOf
communication, its impact is nil for the Scheduled
Tribe people of this district. It is because of the

reason thit there is no Television set in the area,
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Most of the people do notvknOW anythipg about
television. They have not heard anything about
television. ,It's non=-availability therefore, unables
the people to watch TV and get necessary information

regarding various issues and political developments.

4. Political partyv

< Political parties play a vital role in arousing
the political awareness of the people and they are the
chief sources of political mobilization. Different
political parties through their programmes and manifesto
try to educate the people and make them consclous of
their.objectives and goals. 'Parties are eminent
educators. As they bring political issues down to

the man in the street, they help the educational
process that raises the general level of political
intelligence of the masses. It is animportant
characteristic of the party that it focuses on various
local, national or international problems. In fact it
are the political parties which make the government
responsible to the people. It is significant to note
that parlismentary government is imposible without the
party system. In a democracv like india political
parties are important in safeguarding the intrest

and the welfare of the people. Their role is more

vital in case of rural areas where the people are



easily mobilized through the compaigning and charismatic
leadership. The electoral behaviour of the rural people,
particularly the Scheduled Tribe people are shaped by
the various political parties through fheir programmes,
compaigning &nd their desire to protect the intrest of
the people.

When the question was asked "did any party members
or candidates came to you to ask for vote during the

election?", the responses noted are as follovs.

Table No,., 6
Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Came 38 76%
did not come 12 24%
Total 50 100%

t of 50 respondents38 people (76%) replied in favour
of it and 12 people (24%) answered that no party members
or candidates had come to ask for vote, The majority
of respondents saying "Yes" implies that the political
parties had an active engagement in the political

participation process of the Scheduled Tribe people of
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this district. Hence, it can be inferred here that
political parties were the sources of political
mobilisation of the Scheduled Tribe péOple of the Kheri

districte.

5. Opinion Leadership

The views and opinions of the leadersare major
sources in buillding=up the political consciousness &nd
political mobilization of the pecple. Since the maximum
percentage of the people in the country is illeterate
and as they lack individual judgement, they are easily
mobilised by the leaders: This is practically more
applicable in case of the Scheduled Tribe people who
totally rely on their leaders in order to safeguard
their interests. The leaders help in moulding the
public opinion and t37 to establish their own views,
objectives and goals, Therefore leadership is an
important medium in determining the political fate
of a country. The scheduled tribe ﬁeOple are generally
dependent upon the leaders to carry out their wishes and
fulfilment of their needs,

Another question "did your leader support ény

party or candidate?" got following responses,
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Table No. 7

Leaders supvort to party or candidate

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Support | 41 82%

did not support 9 18%

Total | 50 100% ,

Out of the total 50 respondents 41 peoble (82%) answered
"Yes" and 9 persons (18%) replied in negative. So this
table shows that the séheduled tribe people are much
conscious about the activitles of their leader. They

- knaw their leaders support to a political party or
candidate and the leaders inturn help the people in
understanding the nature and character of a political
party or the candidate, thereby eliciting .Supbort.

From this table it is clear that the opinions of the
lcaderscarry much weightage in deciding the levels of
political awareness and participation of the scheduled
tribe people. This opinion leadership or the inter-
personal comnunication plays are important role in
carrying the news to the general public. The people

also express their loyality to the leader and help him
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in organising various election meetings, compaigning,
taking part in procession, distributing pamphlets

and cards and helping the voters to go to the polling
station. Although the suggessions given by the leader
to the people are not binding an analysis of various
questions from the questionnaire prepared for this
study given ample evidence in understanding the impact
of opinion leadership and the people's obedience to
the leadership. This is an important characteristic
feature in determining the levels of political
consciousness and the degree of the people participation
in political activities in general and the Scheduled

Tribegpeople in particular,.

When a question was asked "did you help in
arranging election meeting?" the following responses

were given.

Table No, 8

Arranging Election Meetings

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Help 9 18%
did not help ' 41 82%
Total 50 100%
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Out of 50 respondents, 9 people (18%) replied that

they helped the political parties in arranging election
meetings and a majority of 41 people (82%) answered

that they never helped in arranging the election meetings.
So this table gives the picture of low lével of

political consciousness and active participation

in the political process.

Another question was "did you participate in
any election procession?" The answer given are as

followse.

Table No. 9

Participation in Election processions

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
participated 2 4%
Did not participate 48 | 96%
Total 50 100%

The answer to this question in affirmative form was

given by only two people (that is 4%), out of 50 respondent.
They told that they participated in the election processione.
The rest 48 people (96%) answered that they never participated
in any election procession. An examination on this table
signifises that the scheduled tribe.people of this

district lacks the intrest of active participation in the
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elections and hence it is assumed that they have
not achieved a relatively high level of political

consciousness, which is not satisfactory at all,

A question determining the respect of the
people to the party candidate was "did you distribute
any pamphlets or cards alongwith any party candidate?"

The answers are,

Table No, 10

Distribution of pamphlets and cards

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Distributed 13 26%
Did not distributed 37 74%
M P -,1 - - S - Lol ol
Total 50 100%
—

4 total of 13 people (26%) replied that they had distributed
the pamphlets and cards during the election time. The |
remaining 37 people (74%) replied that they did not
distribute any pamphlets or cards. So this table is

an example of the scheduled tribe:people's desire to

establish a close affinity with the candidates of the
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different political parties; No doubt, only 13
people have distributed pamphlets. It gives an indication
of the people's intrest in engaging them actively
during the election time.
When a question was asked "did you canvass door
to door compaigning for any specific candidate or

political party?" The following'respOnses were

given.
Table No, 11
Door to door compaign
Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Compaign 3 \6%
did not compaign 47 94%
Total 50 | 100%

Only 3 people (6%) out of 50 reSpondénts said that
they help the party or the candidate in door to door
compaigning. The majority of them, that is 47 people
(94%) replied that they never helped in door to door
compaigning. This table festifies that the political
participatioétthe Scheduled Tribe people of this

locality at the highest stage is not encouraging since
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a majority of them have replied in negative, indication

of lack of intrest &nd willingness of these Scheduled
Tribe people to have an active political participation
is evident.

Another pertinent question when asked "did you
help the voters to go to the polling station?" the

following responces were noted.

Table No. 12

Helping voters to go to polling station

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Help .4 8%
did not help 46 92%
Total 50 100%

Out of 50 respor-‘entg, 4 people (8%) replied that -they
helped the voters going to polling station. 46 people
(92%) replied that they never help the voters to go

to the polling station.

This table shows theat the majority of the Scheduled
Tribe people do not have the intrest to mobilise the
people to exercicse their franchise., It further shows

that they themselve also lack the desire to participate




in the election and exercise their voting right. It
seems that the clectoral behaviour of the Scheduled
Tribe pecple is docile and hence their degree of politica

participation remained at a low keye.

A review of the above different means of
communication network proves that it has not succeeded
in raising the political consciocusness of the Scheduled
Tribe people. These different communication channels
are indispensable for successful working and maintenance
of democracy. Radio and Television are valuable
instruments in politicising the people and give
valuable aid in fo:mulating the opinion. So it is
necessary that radio and television should not be under
the control of the.government. The control over these
communication channels by the government is @ hindrence
in the success of the democracy., But in most of the
countries as in India, the radio and television
are however, under the government control. As already
mentioned thet these communicstion networks have not
succeeded in raising the political consciousness of
the‘Scheduled Tribe people, it may be basically due to '

two reasons.

First ~ There is lack of literacy among the

majority of the voting populaticns; and Secondly, due
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to an ineffective communication network like newspaper aml
radic. Another important variéble responsible in measuring
the levels of zolitical consciousness of the Scheduled
Tribe people is caste factor. This factor has always
played an important role in the Indian socio-political
system. As has already been analysed in this chapter

in table No.7, the question regarding the support of
caste-leader to any party or any candidate and answer

of the majority of them ﬁo the questicn, give the

evidence of the peoples attachment and respect to

their caste=leaders.

The cloce relationship between the(Scheduled
Tribespeople and their ovn community has further been
substantiated from a question "during the last ascembly
election did &our whole community vote for one political
party or different political parties?" The table No.3
given &bove, gives the picture that the majority of
Scheduled Tribe people (86%) have replied that they
voted to different political parties during the last
assembly election. This response of the Scheduled
Tribe people gives the idea that they are not

biased towards any specific political partye.

Another factor which is responsible for the
vote=mobilization among the people and Scheduled Tribes

people in particulcr is, the common practice of
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political corruption in India. By adopting this
technique the political leaders manipulate the

voting behaviour of the people. In order to testify
this assumption when a question was asked ‘"whether
money and liquor were supplied freely to voters2" the

responses given are as follows.

Table No, 13

Supply of monevy and liguor

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Supplied 12 , 24%
did not supply . 38 7 6%

(Abstain) (did not
tell anv thing)

Total 50 100%

Out of 50 respondents, 12 people (24%) replied that
the money and liquor were supplied freely to the
voters, and the rest 38 people (76%) did not tell

any thing. The "No response® of the 38 people does
not give any solid formuletion to this question. But
from the responses of 12 people saying in affirmative
form givesAthe indication of the role of the money

and liquor during the election period. This practice
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is usuaily seen in various parts of India during the
election time. The practice destroy the democratic
values énd restrict the voters to use their genuine
choice.

As a coronbry to the above question another
supplimentry question was asked "whether it was
supplied to‘all the voters or to only few voters?"

The ansvers given are as follows.

Table No. 14

Supply of money and licuor to voters

Vafiable No. of respondent . Percentace
To all 9 18%
To few 41 82%
Total - 50 100%

9 people (18%) out of the total 50 said that is was
supplied to all the voters. 41 people (82%) replied
that only few people were supplied with money and
liquor and others got through their village leaders

or Mukhia. This table makes it clear that through it
was supplied to few people (particular classes or
leaders) but meximum of the voters were getting through

the leaders. Hence, it is proved that money and liguor
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played a positive role in mobilising the voters

of the Scheduled Tribe community. From the above
questions and their answers it is crystal clear that
the political corruption as a variable in measuring

the levels of political consciousness and»participatibn
of the Scheduled Tribe people has proved effective and

showed the result.,

When a question was asked "did you like the programmes
that were implemented for the progress of your Tribe?"

The following responses were givene.

Table No,., 15 7 I

Liking for the programmes

Veriable No. of respondent Percentage
Like 4 ‘ 8%
did not 1like 46 e 92%
Total | 50 100%

The majority of the people that is 46 people (92%)

replied that they do not like the programmes and only

4 people (8%) told that zlthough they like these programmes,
they are not at all satisfied with their irmplementation.

This table s! owrs that the majority of the people are
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dissatisfied with programmes., It can be assumed from
the responses that there has not been any genuinev
progress of the Scheduled Tribe people through the
'implimentation of various governmental programmes.
These micht be weaknesses and loopholes in the.
implementztion of theselprogrammes. They told that

the middlemen . dominated the spirit of development.
They are not able to enjéy the facilities provided to
them. So it is necessary that these programmes should
be implemented in true sense and madé only for these
tribals so that they can develop themselves. Regarding
the role of the political parties in the upliftment

of Schedule Tribe peonle, a question was asked " is
there any political party that takes intres£ in your
community, to uplift your condition?"™ The answers given

are as follows.

Table No,., 16

Intrest of political party to uplift the tribals

Variable No. of respondents Percentage
Take intrest . 7 14%
did not take intrgst 43 86%

Total 50 ' 100%
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Only 7 respondents (14%) out of the total 50 replied
that the political partieé take intresé in the
upliftment of their community, the rest 43 people

(86%) replied that they did not take any intrest
in the welfare and upliftment of their community. This
“table shows that the'political parties are not |
~genuinely intreéted for the welfare and development

of the Scheduled Tribe peopls. Thetr motto‘céuld be
only to get votes, but not fOr the betterment of the -
voters after winning the elections. This is clear that
the seven people who repiied that the political parties
take intrest in the upliftment of their conditions and
d so sa that these political parties\take intrest
when the elections are about to held, it becomes clear
that political parties are not doing their job in the
true sence. Their only intention is to get vote. In
order to test the liking and allegiance of the
Scheduled Tribe people to any political party, a
question was asked "Is there any political party

that you like?" The responses given are as follows.
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Table Noe. 17

Liking towards any political party

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Like : ' 3 6%
did not 1like - 47 94%
Tota; , 50 . 100%

Out of the total 50 respondentsonly 3 people (6%)
answers that they liked the political party. When
they were asked to give the reason behind their liking
none of them could answer,47 people (94%) replied that
bthey did not like any political party. So this table
implies that the Scheduled Tribe people of this
locality did not pay any allegiance to any political
party. From this can be inferred that the political
party might not have taken genuine intrest in leading the
cause of the Scheduled Tribe people. From Table No.l6
it has been made clear that the political parties are
not genuinely intrested in the development of the
Scheduled Tribe people. Hence, these two tables
(Table No.16 and Table No.17) are quite similar and
give evidence in support of people's rejection of

political party.
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A few more questions were asked to the respondents
in order to know their levels of political consciousness
and participation in various elections. The responses
given from this question will exemplify the degree of
awareness and politiéal participation of the Scheduled
Tribe peOple;

When a question was asked “how much intecest did
you show during the election compaign?® The following

were the responses.

Table No, .18

Intrest shown during election compaign

Variable .| Nos 0of respondent Percentage
Great deal - 0 0

Some what 28 56%
Never 22 44%
Total 50 _ 100%

- None out of 50 respondents replied that they have
taken a great deal of intrest during the election compaign

26 people (56%) replied that they have taken some intrest
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during the election compaign and the rest 22 people
(44%) replied that they never look any intrest in
election compaigning. This table shows that the
intrest of the Scheduled Tribe people in election
compaigning is marginal. Thus, it is logical that

they did not have a high rate of political participation.

Another relevant question when asked "how many of
election meetings did you attend?" The replies given

are noted as fdllows.

Table No. 19

Attanding Election Meetings

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Many o 0
Few meeting 7 14%
Never 43 86%
Total 50 100%

Out of 50 respondents, not even & single people
replied that they had attended many meetings, 7 people
(14%) replied that they had attended some election

meetings and the rest 43 people (86%) replied that
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they never attended any election meetings. This table

also connotes a low level of active political participation
of Scheduled Tribe people. The table No.1l8 and Table

No. 19 are reléted in some sense, that both the tables

sﬁow the low level of participation in elections.

This may be due to education (illiteracy) poverty

and political consciousness etc. An important question

to judge the intrest of the Scheduled Tribe people to

vote was. asked "did you go to the polling station on

your own or did some one persuade you to go?" The

. responses given are as follows.

Table No,20

Going to the polling station

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Own 14 28%
Persuaded 36 A 72%
Total 50 100%

14 people (28%) out of the total 50 respondents
told that they did go to polling station on their own

behalf and the rest 36 people (72%) responded that they
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polling station. This table acts as a measuring

rod to determine the genuine intrest of the scheduled
t;ibe people to vote. The responses of the majority-of
the people that they go the polling station on the
basis of soméone's persuasion signifies that these
people lack their own individuval judgement. This

could be due to their 111t teracy and ignorance of

political developments.

A, guestion when asked "“when did you decide to which

party, you want to vote?" There answers are as below,

Table No. 21 l

Variable No., of respondent Percentage
On polling day' 3 6%
during campaign 45 90%
Before . 2 4%
compaigning

Total 50 100%

3 persons (6%) out of 50 respondent replied that they
did decide the party to which they would vote on the

polling day itself. 45 people (90%) replied they decide
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the party tﬁey would like to vote during the election'
compaigne The rest two people (4%) replied that they
did decice the party. before the compaign started.

From this table it is clear that compaigning constitutes
a vital factor in deciding the choice of the individual.
‘This process of compaigning has got @ major impact

in mdbilising the voters and determining their degree

of political participation and electoral behaviour,

Another cquestion in order to know the level of political
participation was asked, "did you vote in the last
election?". The table No.2 above in this chapter

has shown that the 31 people (62%) had voted in the last
election, So this figure shoWs that the majority of the
Scheduled Tribe people are interested in active

-political participation.

When a question related to the above one (Table
No.2) was asked "can you name the candidate or party
to whom you voted in the last election?" The answers
are as follﬁws.

Table No,.,22

Variable No. of reSpondeﬂt Percentage
Name Party - 31 62%
Name candidate 13 26%
both party 6 12%
and candidate

Total : 50 100%




95

Out of the total 50 respondents, 31 people (62%)

told the name of the party and 13 people (26%) told the
name of the candidate and only 6 persons (12%) were
able to tell the name of b?Fh the party and candidate.
The above table shows the fact that these Tribals are
not intrested in knowing details regarding the election
developments. A question related to above one when
asked "could you name the candidate, party and symbol.
Who won in the last assembly election?" The responses

given are as follows.

Table No. 23

Name the victorious candidate party and symbole

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
: I
Candidate 27 54%
Party » 11 22%
Symbole 5 10%
Candidate & o,
- Party 7 3 6%
Candidate &
Symbole 3 - 6%
Candidate, Party 1 : 2%
& Symbole ' °




96

Oout of 50 respondents, 27 people (54%) know the

name of the candidate who won from theirrconstituency.
11 people (22%) could tell the name of the partye.
Regarding symbole 5 persons (10%) know about.it, 3
people (6%) tell the name of the candidate and éarty
and the same number of persons tell thé name of the
candidate and symbole. And just one persons (2%)

was knowing all the three information. So the above
table makes it very clear that they lacl the intrest in

collecting such informationse.

Another question when asked "what are the reasons
for candidates victory money party or personality?"

following are the responses.

Table No., 24

Reasons for victory

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
Méney 33 66%
Party 11 22%
Personal o
influence 6 12%
Total 50 1Q0%
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Out of 50 respondents, 33 péople (66%) replied that
money power was an important reason for their victorye.
1] persons (22%) replied that the political party is a
reason for candidates victory and the rest 6 persons
(12%) told that the personal influence of the candidate
was the reasén. An examination of thic table gives

the indication that money-power was the chief=factor in
mobilising the voters. Hence, political corruption was
highest in the locality. As mentioned above in Table
No.13, as money and liguor are supplied to voters, it
supports the arguments of this t able. 11 people (22%)
told that it was the party which was responsible for the
~ victory. The responses of 6 persons (12%) regarding
the personal influence of the candidate shows that the

candidate not have any charisma’,

A, question when asked "during the last few years
has your economic condition been getting better,

same or wrose?" The responses are given below.

Table No. 25

Economic condition

Variable No. of respondent Percentage
better 23 4 6%
same 20 . 40%
worse 7 14%
Total 50 100%
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23 people (46%) told that their economic condition

has improved Q little. The 20 people (40%) feplied
that their economic condition is same and 7 persons
(14%) told that their condition has become wrose.

So the above table shows that their economic condition
is not at all satisfactory. Mejority of the people

fail to improve their economic condition.

To sum up, the electoral behaviour of the scheduled
tribe people of this district is affected by various
factors on discussed above. It is seen during the
course of investigation that the educated and young
people look more intrest in various politiéal activities
such as arranging election mectings, distribution of
cards and pamphlets etc. They also possess the knowledge
on various programmes and policies of the government.
They gave some suggestions for economic upliftment of
these tribals., Most of the educated people and tribal
leaders were aware of the names of the candidéte,
party and symbole. Thocse educated people e#posed the
dirty policies of various political parties during

the elections.

It was also observed that the people who are
economical ly sound also look part in various political

activities. The door to door compaign, distributing
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pamphlets and cards helping voters to go to the polling
statign were found their major activities. They were also
found interested in leading the people. The educated:
and economically sound people's of this tribal locality
want to change their traditional tribal leaderchipe.

This is due to impact of modernity and introduction of
Panchayati Raje. It can be said that education is

an important factor in taking part in various political
activities. Due to illiteracy among these tribes of this
district active political participation and political
consciousness is lowe. So there should be focus on
education. And also tlrere economic condition is not
satisfactory, so various developmental programmes

should be implemented in true sense to them onlye.

The political consciousnecs was found neither too

high nor too low, it was quite moderate. Hence, their
political participation was at a low ebbe. This was

mainly due to two primary factors.

Firstly, the lack of literacy among scheduled
tribe peosple deviated them from exercising thei;
franchise eff ectively. Secondly, their economic
conditions are not condusive enough to think about the

political events in a proper and judicious manner. The
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-

';sting of scheduled tribe people of ihisdigséliﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁk\h
vulnerable mainly due to these two reasons., Therefore,

the real political consciousness which is a wvital

political pre~requisite for a transformation of our
sosio-economic system towards better one, is yet to

be attained., From the above discussion, it has been

made clear that various techniques adopted in compaigning
process and various channels of communication netweork,

did not play an effective and dynamic role in politicisimg
the scheduled tribe people of the Kheri district. On

the otherhand, from the analysis presented in this
chapter, it can be demonstrated that such factors like
political corruption, role of tribal c0mmuhity, personality
of the leader and inter=-personal relationship had a
valuable influence in building up the political consciousness
of the scheduled tribe people. The relative role of

these different facto}s, give a conclusive remark that |
the level of political consciousness and participation

of the scheduled tribe people was not remarkable and
encouraging. It rem@ins at a moderate stance., If it

is to be raised and made the scheduled tribe people
politically more conscious, then ﬁheir level of literacy
and ‘economic conditions are to be improved, as the
attainment of these two conditions are imperatives in

determining the political maturity of any given community,



CHAPTER « FIVE

CONCLUSION
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* -The political participation of the masses in
democracy 1;2;ost importanézgécessary ingredient'of
the system. Participation can be on different issues
witﬁ different degrees and intensity among different
sections of the people. All issues do not have @nform
amount of importance to all sections of the people
Besides participation itself is a dependable variablea,
influenced by many other independentvvariables like
soclo=economic status, education level, age, level of
_political conscicusness and processes of sociolisation
etc.s Also participaﬁioh can be negative as well as
positive depending upon the point of view of the -
observer. The support to the governmental policy or
a protest movement also varies as other actions like
ébiding by the general instructions, taking part in
the constructive activities like planned programmes etc.,
we would consider that even strict obedience to law as
a part of participation. The deprived sections of the
people, éenerally, may demonstrate certain amount of
apathy and indifference during certain extreme situations,
resort to uncommon actions including violent out-burstse
The various tribal struggles are the demonstration of
this factor. For a long period they remain totally

apathetic, but given a leadership that could articulate
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their grivences and aggregate them, they rose in

a revolt in defiance of the legal authority and cohesive
apprataus of the state. The scheduled tribes have also been
ifor a long time deprived and weaker section of the
community. Their miserable condition is a result of

the age-old exploitation which had traditional sanctity.
Like tribal uprisings, the trouble has been simmering

even among the scheduled eastes also.

Now, I have tried to examine the participation
of the Tharu's situétion in a field, namely Kheri
Lakhimpur. A discription of the socio=economic
conditions prevailing among the Tharu Tribe of Kheri, has
been attempted.. Even though, the Indian constitution, after
independence, guarrented certain rights to the scheduled
tribes and tried to improve éhe conditions and status
of the tribe, it 1s far from being improved both in
_social and economic ovder.. Tharus are very poor people
living under poverty-line whose source of income are
agriculture, hunting and some other daily wage employment
as agriculture laboure . Tﬁeir“77% population is
depending upon agriculture, Their aréa is always affected
by flood so i this way 3 to 4 months are wasted and |
in the reméining time, they . . same how manage to

survive themselves, Thus, it may be argued that raising
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the economic level of the Tharus may auteomatically

ralse their social level,

The general condition of the scheduled tribe in
Uttar Pradesh, is more or less the same as in the other
states, though their ritual, ceremonies, custom and
practices may differ. Thelr socio=political system is

different from others,

So far as the political participation and social
change ‘msconcerned, the . concept of participation
and social change:have been analysea.’ We saw that the
- participation of Tharus 1s very poor. Their participation
in.actuél voting in elections seem to be intresting. |
Since, most of them said that they exerciséd their votes
'in the privious'electioﬁ but this does not mean that they
went to the booth voluntarlily and that is out of their
political-consciousness. The questiong asked reveal that
majority of them were intrested in voting, but they wént
to the booth because of'the party pressure and attraction.
of money which they got from the political parties as
briet. ‘This is d\fin(tely not the duestion of the evidence
of political consciousness. The money they got was used
for drihking and merry-making.

In the context of political participation and

'social change of the Tharu, The role of their traditional

tribal institution that is the Panchayat has been examined
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The social and political powers of the Tharu Panchayat
has been anélysed. The panchayat of the Tharu is one
.ofvthe important organs of Tharu'society'which is
traditionaly organised and deals with their day to
day problemsand disputes. It is proved that Padhonof the
village is very powerful in dealing with the sociow=
economic problems of the community. Ddring death and
mérriagé his presence matters a great to the people,
The traditional panchaYat is working within their

R ST  traditional
framework which hardly allows all the tharus to participate
effectively; The.sole authority of the tharus resides with

the Mukhia who takes all important decision alonee.

x .
There participation in the last election d4id not change
their socio=economic condiéion., The welfare measures taken

by the government are failures.

Conclusion 1

As per the results of the study the following

conclusion may be drawn,.

Tharus are very poor. Most of them are living under
poverty line. As a result &f they are not in a position
to take active part in various political activities.

It has been found that the people who are economically

s€ound, participate more actively. During the course of
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investigation about the political participation of
Tharu people, it was observed that the people who were
economically well off, participate more actively. They
took part in various political activities such as door
to door compaign, distributing cards and pamphlets,
arfanging public meetings, helping voters to go to

the polling stations. ’

The tharus are educationally quite backward. As it
has been said earlier that education is an important variable
for successful and smooth functioning of democracye Thé
educated people participate actively in political
proceés. They have more civic sense and are well aware
of their righté/and duties. So this is an important

hindrance which influence the political participation.

They are not politically conscious and their
participation in the political process of the country is
very little. Panchayat fTraditional) is the most importar
organisation which plays as vital role in every field ,
of their life. The inéuguration of Panchayat Raj gave
a set~back to their tranditional Panchayat but tribal
panchayat is still recognised as thé custodian of law
and order among theme The newly educated leaders have
come foreward to lead but they are not yet in a position

to compete with their traditional leaders.
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No great change has been marked in the Tharu
society as revealed by our study. People are apathetic

towards the political system.

Political participation through voting in
elections, though taking place at regular intervals,
does not seem to have much impact &n the life pattern
of the Tharﬁ tribe. By adopting the teéhniques like
distribution of money and liquor among these tribals;
political leaders manipulate the voting behaviour of
the Tharu people. These different factors, give a
conélusive remark that the political consciousness among

these tribals is very low.

s

The following suggestions may be recommended
for a wider, efficient and strong participation of
- the Tharu's by providing following facilities to the

Tharus:s

- Tharu tribe is an agricultural tribe so adequate
measures should be taken at regular intervals to
raise their agricultural resources for higher
agricultural production. They should be provided
with improved quality of seeds and fertilizers.,
Government should also provide them reasonable
amount of loans; so that the Tharu's can carry

out their plans.
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The communication and transport facilities in

this area should be increased.

All the developmental programmes of the government
should be made fully and truely for Tharus only.
The illegal commission of middleman should be

removed .
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Interview Schedule
red

— Administe in Hinds
Background data
- Occupation
- Bducation

- Property in ILand

1. Till now where did you live ?

Town/Village

2. Is voting important for you?

Important/Unimportant

3. Did you 7 vote or not in the last assembly
election?

Voted/did not voted

4. During the last Ascembly election did your whole
village vote for one party or different parties?

One party/different parties

5 Did you get news about election compaign from
any newspaper?
get/did not get
Ge Did you listen about election programmes on radio?

listen/did not listen
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9%

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,
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During the election)party members and candidate

contact many people,like that did anybody come to

- your house to ask for your vote?

come/did not come

Did your tribe leader support any party or

candidate?

.suppo‘rt/djd not support
Did you help in arranging election meeting?

help/did not help , ,

Did you partilcipate in any election procession?

participated/did not participate

Did you'distribute any phamplets or cards &longwith
any party candidate?
distributed/did not distribute:

Did you canvass door to door compaign for any specific
candidate or partyé

YeS/NO .

Did you help the voters to go to the polling
stations?

help/did not help

In this constituency, whether money and liquor was -
supplied freely to voters?

supplied/did not supply. -
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15. Whether it was supplied to all the voters or few

voters?

To 2all/few

16, Did you like the programmes that were implemented
for the progress of your tribe?
Like/did not like

17. Is there any political party that takes intrest
in your community to uplift your conditions?

takes/did not take

18, Is ﬁhere any political party that you like?

YeS/.NO .

19, How much intrest did you show during the election
compaign?
great zeal/some what/never
20, How may of elections meeting did you attend?

Many/few/never

21. Did you go to the Polling station as your own
or same one persuade you to go?

own/persuaded

22, When did you decide to which party you want to
vote?

on polling day/during compaign/before

23. Can you name the candidate or party to whom you
voted in the last election?

Name party/ Name candidate/
Name both party & candidate
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25.

26.
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Could you name the candidate, party and symbol

who was in the last assembly election?
Candidate/party/symbol /party & candidate/
candidate and symbol candidate, party and symbd.

What are the reasons for candidate's victory?
money/party/personal influence.

During the last few years has your economic

condition been getting better/same or wrose?
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