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Chgpter I

THE PROBLEM

Tribal movements have always received wide attention
from sociologists as well as social anthropologists. Most
of the studies degling with tribel movements in India and
particularly in Chotanagpur are descriptive in nature.

They present novements in a sequential framework of various
events. Hardly any attempt has been made by researchers

to understand the movements in their social structursl
perspective., The present work is an attempt in this
direction. This work degls with social structure -

development and movements in Chotanagpur.

The interlinkageg of gtructure-developrment and
movements is of two types. There are some movements which
have emergéd for the bettermeni of socigl structure end
development of the communities concerned. In such kind of
situations the gim of the movemert will be improvement
in the socio-emnomic gtructure of the commnity concerned
fcr which it was initiglly started. The other situation
in which movements will emerge is in the very process of
devel opment mechanisms trying to alter the socisal

gatructure of the trihe concerned. This kind of movement



hasAspecial bearing in case of Third World countries
where an attempt has been made by government to integrate
the primitive communities in the national democratic

set up through various projects and plans.v In such
situations movements have taken place in two wgys. There
are some movements which have challenged the process of
involvement and integration of the tribe in the national
maingtream, While other movements have emerged due to
the uneven distribution of developmental benefits among
verious tribes. EHere the maein thrugt of the movement is
for a just and equitable distribution of benefits and

lessening of the increasgsing gap between rich and poor.

We find examples of both kinds of movements in
Indian tribal socigl structure. The interlinkage of
social structure developrment and movement is from
another point of view. Social mxements can not be
studied with respect to the activities snd persommlities
of certain cherismatic leaders. It is very necessary
in faet to know why particular movements occured when

they did and where.

This study will primary concern itself with

Mundasand Oraon's of Chotanagpur. There are two very



important reascns behind selectiom of these tribew and

this region.

Firstly, 93 percent of tribal population in the
state is concentrated in the plateau region of Chota-
nagpur and Santal Pai‘gam. Most of the movements taken
Place in this region have witnessed masgive participation

of Mundas and Orgons.

Secondly, Chotanagpur is a place which has
witnessed rapid industrialisation and urbanization
finally leading to displacement in the entire tribal
social structure and giving rise to varions movements,
Due to the influx of development megsures, increase in
literacy and socio-political consciousness, tribal unrest
has essumed an organigsed character among the tribals in
this region, It is believed that tribal movement has
been more gtrong among those tribes which are socially

and politically wmore conscious gnd numericelly h:i.gh.1

The Study is based on both primary as well as

secondary materials. The materials related with the

1. K.S. Singh, E.P.VW., 1982, p.1376.



social gtructure and development of Mundas and Oraons
are based on the distriet data. It is important to
mention here that Mundas and Oraons account for 14.66
rercent and 17.76 percent of the total tribsl population
of the staté; Ranchi district has got the highest
concentration of total Oraons and Mundas of the state.
They account for gbout 74 percent and 72 percent respect—-
ively.2 Thus daeta Telated to Ranchi district hes been
utilised to explain the situation of Mundas and Oraons.
After Ranchi the maximum concentration of Mundas and
Oraons is in Singhbhum and Palamu respectively. So the
data is based on these three - Ranchi, Singhbhum end

Pglam,
digtorical Tvdution of Munds and Oraon -

Socio-economic gyaten
Munda's Soci o-Fe onomic Sygtem

There ig no unanimity agbout the original home of
Mundas. Mundg society was structured on the basis of

Khontakathi system., This megns village of the family of

original dwellers. These People made a distinctiom

1 Cengus 1971, Special Tables for SC¢/ST,
p.7.

2 Ivid, p.7.



between elftlatdrenko (members of other village) and

Hatu Mereko (originel settlers of the village). The eta
Matorenko were introduced in the society in course of time,
These were men who were relatives by marrisge - men of
different Rites in Sepbvember ~ g son-in-law for example

would come and gsettle in the village.

The pogition of Munda has been considered as that
of the premius interparesl- aghief among equels. He had
hisg share of the village lands Just as other members of
the Khontaketti had occasionally the pater families sought
and obtained the assistance of brotherhood in cultivation
of fields, When any feud broke out between village
commnity gnd others all the adult members of each village
commnity were bind together and followed their Munda.

It is s8id that even females would gladly render military
gervice to0 the community under the leadership of their

Manda on such occasions.2

In course of time Munde developed g tribal organi-
sation of its own. MNunda saw the necessity of making

himgelf stronger so ags to be able to effectively protect

1. S.C. Roy, B.6%. Mondss ond Eeiiw uw&a ;o P &5
2. Ibid., p.65.



his brotherhood against the aggression of other village
units. This led to a wide orgenisation which was known
as Patti system. The villages by batches generally of 12

(sometime more and some less. ) come to be regarded

together as Patti.

The most influential and strongest amongst the
headmen of entire villages was jlapki a patti chief,
The remaining villege headmen serve allegience to elected
Marki. But all the same the Marki like the Munda was

looked upon as chief among equals and as & leader not as
a rTuler,

As with the most oriental institution the offices
of the lagrnki as well as that of the Munds gradually came
to be hereditary. In the internal adminigtration of
each village, Munda was assisted by the village panch
or elected council of elders. The tribal consgtituted
in such fashion arbitrated in all disputes gmongst the

villagers inter se. Custom was the recogmised law.

As for the purguit of the Mundas in their early
daeys - agriculture appears to have become thelir chief

occupation. Besides this i mon smelting - as their



ancient legend tells us was known to the people.1 Hunting
originally a necessary occupation seems to have always

remained favourite pastime with Mundas.

Yedieval FPeriod

The distinctive feature of this period was breaking
up of Munda democracy by res® of Raja. 4&nd with this we
come to the important question of state formatiom in
Central India. BPBefore we discuss the overall impact of
the Raja'sg in the socio-economic structure it is better
to talk some thing about the nature of gtate formation in
this area. State formgtion is very important for the
understanding of the contemporary socio—-political
dynsmics of tribal society. K.S. Singh® has rightly
marked - gtate formtion in trival society is crucial to
the understanding of many contemporary érocesses such as
relationsghip of tribal and nontribal communities,
development of agriculture, emergence of stratificatim
gsystem, interaction of little and great tradi tions -

2ll that has contributed towards the formation of
1. Ibid., p.66.(sc fop)

2. K.S.Singh, Iribel Society in Indis, 1985,
p.27. '




regional gystems in the exposed zones of tribal India.

There is una}zinﬂty among the sbecial scientigts
over the issue of state formatiom in this region.
Following are some important questions which one confronts

while talking about state formation in this regionm.

1. - Whether state developed internally or imposed
by aliens?
2. In the formative period gnd the imposition of

state does the tribal identity remain intact
or it is eroded? '
3 What is it over all impact on the tribzl

gocinl structure?

ds far the first question is concerned, there
is a 1ot of controversy about the exogenous and
endogenous models of state formations., For example
K.S. Singhthas said that the phenomenon of gtate
formation among tribal communities in Indiag occurs \
particularly among the Dravidian tribes who had come
from Centrel India and the Mongoloed Ahoms in Agsam.

Comnenting on the issue in the context of

1, K.S. Singh, Ibid., p.30. |985.



Central India, Romila Thapar and Majid Siddiquil say

that it is important to look for other preconditions
sinpe presumed familiari{y with the institution of stagte

cannot be a sufficient cause.

In the context of Central India and the tribes
concerned there are following people who have talked of
state formation in their respective framework: K.S.Singh,

Romila Thapar, M, Siddiqui, Surjit Sinha,

K.S.Singh®while talking about state formation in

the content of Dravidian tribes talks of following four

conditions: ‘

1. Settled agriculture ani tribval village community
as one, |

2. Acculturation.

3. Roles of determined écculturated powerful tribal

minority which tried to point its rule on its
people or on @ new territory. The emergence of
the Nagbhansis as head of the Parha confederacy
which predominantly developed into a kingdom is
a case in point.

- 1.

1. R. Thapar and M. Siddiqui, UNESCO
Rage Belations, Pp.25.

2. Ko S.Singh, 1985, p0370
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4, Once these states had come into being, they
were subjected to & spate of invasions from
outside which together with their own urge for
expangion put a gtrain on their resources -
feudalized their structure weskened them and

hagtened their end.

Seen in this perspective Singh says that the Kolarian
tribes such as Mundas in Ranchi (not Bhumij) with the
commnal agrarian organisation borne out by their Khuntakatti
village show little propensity towsrds the development of
state.l He has denounced the belief that Chotanagpur raj
arose from the Munda culture matriXx as example of bad
history and poor ethnography. The Chotanagpur Nagbansi

chiefs were the descendents of the historical Dravidian

Nagas who muled at Kaugrdhe as late as 14th c:entury.2

Romila Thapar and Siddiqui held the view that for
state formmtion the availagbility of surplus of Kind is
very necessazy.5 The surplus cannot be provided by tribal
mode, The development in the agricultural technology and
improvement in irrigation facilities helped in the

generation of surplus.

1. Ibid., P.30. 19¢5
2, Ibid., P.%0. !
3. R. Thapar, UNESCO, p.31.
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Surjit Sinha commenting on state formation in
Central regiom says - state formation in the tribal belt
of Central India ig very largely a story of Rajputization
of the tribes.l For Sinha the actual formatiom of state
has taken various conveyers ih the different instances.

In context of Chotanagpur according t0 Sinha the fomation
of gtate hag taken place mainly through internsl develop-
ment out of trimal base,

Sutjit Sinha repudiates the openly held theory of
Oppenheimer and gumplowitz which posits that invasion of
pPeasants by hordes of herdsmen is an essential higtoric
prerequisite to the formation of state.2 According to
Sinha there ig no tradition of record of largescale invasion

of agriculturists trival territory by aggressive nomads.

There are two essential points in the whole argument

of Surjit Sinha about state formtion.

First of all he relates the formation of state in
Central India with the concept of Rajputization. Rajput
immigrants gained power through adventures in the tribal
tract by manceuvering the narrow ramge clan band tribal
chieftancies. , ,
1, Surjit Sinha, Man in India, p.36. X @, (969,
2., Oppenheimer, 1914, pp.51-81,
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Secondly, which is closely related with the first
point ig that the diffusion of Rajput model of gtate as
algo the indligenous developmental processes could gain
ground only among those tribal groups who had attained
the technological level of gettled agriculture like Bhumij,
Munda, Gond, Bhuiya etc. In no case it could happen in
cultivating group like Juang, Mell Marea, Kharia developing
a kingship supported mainly by their primary technique of

1 However Surjit Sinha's thegis should not

cultivation,
be comgidered as a kind of determinism between formation
of state and agricult&re through plough. It can take
Place even among slash and bo¥sn farming with digging
steel and hoe if there are no plough technology to compete
with in the immediate enviromment (for example Maya,
Azteek, Inca state ete.). He says that stable occupation
of a particular territory for a number of generations is

perhaps the essential condi tion for emergence of state.2

Although the authors while disagreeing on the
exact nature of state in the central region agree on the
overall impact of gtate in the traditiomal tribal social

stracture.

1. Sinha, P.72. {92
2. Tbid., p.72.
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The effects were in terms of social economic and
political structure of the +tribal society. For example
Romila Thapar and Siddiqul say that fundamental changes
were brought about in the rights over land. The ones
shifted from clan to territory, moral rights based on
kinship was encroached upon by those based on professional
services% This process started through granting of lands
by rajas for military, adminigtrative and persmeal
services - the main infrastructure of state, This had a
far reaching consequence over the society. The grantees
attempted to appropriate the minimum rights. It was in
this context that the distinetion was made between
lineage lands (bhoinhari lands) the remanant of old
khuntakatti system, the lands directly held by the
grantee or mAnjhas lands and those from which the produce
was collected and given to the grantee of ragyat, the

rajatas.

Secondly, the tendency of stratification which
already begun with the Khontakalti system was not only

intensified and acculturated under state but was also

1. Thapar, p.29.
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made more complej with the intermediaries. The breaking
down of tribal made of production related nof merely to
the loss of lenegge m‘.'gh’cs over land and redistribution
sy stem but also to the loss of politico-judicial rights
inverted in feneage. The rights now passed into the hands
of professionals outside the lineage and often from

outside region.l

One of the important impact of such process is the
feudalization of the social sbtructure., This has been
euwphasized by both K.S.Singh and Surjit Sinha. According
to K.S.S5ingh as the new gtate emerged many types of funcvions
formed, a2 multicaste 'a mul community pattern of settlement
emerged gnd economic interdependence between the tribe and
on the one hand and non-tribal peasants and artisans om
the other came into existence. Wany castes moved knto
the tribal areas and joined these settlements (bhum) -
Brahmanbhum Gopala bhum and Singhbhum, Nenbhum il parts
of middle India.2 '

Referring to it Surjit Sinha says that once
the structure of state had come into existence, the
territories seemed to be regarded from the bp at least,

mainly as military-administrative units without reference

1 Q-M\[&Lrp- 30.
2. KQS.Singh’ 1985, p04‘7o
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to casfe or clan. In Bhumij gnd Munda, territories given
as a conventional nuéber is impdrtant in territorial
organisation. Thus there are five parganas under Raja of
Chotanagpur.l However jhe most important impact of state
formation on the internal structure of the tribes was the
stratification of the hitherto egalitarian society into
social classes, Social gtratification follows mainly

the lines of sub-injeudation of territorial units. On
the whole power economy and social status have fairly

clogse correlation in the regional system of stratif‘ication.2

As far as the question of exigtence or erosion of
trival identity in the whole process of stratificatiom
is concerned, Thapar and Siddiqui hold the view that
tribal identity would have been eroded. The regson behind
the survival of trial identity is as follows. Perhaps
the availability of.wasteland or forest with a relatively
sparse population provided the contingity Possibility of
new khuntakatti atleast in the perceived past to the
17+th century. Inevitably the new khuntakatti would be
swalloved up in the state system but the grantees may

have encouraged them initially as a means of bringing

1. Sinha, P.73. 1962
2. Ibid., p.74.
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more land under cultivation given the gradusglly low
yield of the land and lack of agricultural innovation
Chhotanagpur was not to experience extensive colonization
during this period. The besh land would slowly be
acquired by hierarchy of grantees, but in legs fertile
areas and the uplands would not arouse great interest

among the land owners.

Thus the tribval identity and its preservation was
due to the nature of land relations partly. In addition
the cultural legifimation of the elite was in terms of wide
Indian content - so would go sanskritization, culture.
This integration of culture did exist at the court level
for the jagirdars and possibly clan chiefs but did not
Promote much further., Elite culture was therefore a
sanskritic culture thus deepening the differentiation‘
but Munda amd Oraon on the one hand and those who

repregented the state on the other.l

As far as the exposition of Surgjit Sinha is
concerned he doesnot deal as such with the issue of

tribal #dentity. But from his model it is clear that

1. Thapar, p.31.
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the identity of tribe is minimal in the sense that
largely the process of state formation for him in Centrsal

India has been Rajputisation of tribes.

From the above discussion about state formation

in central India following important points emerge.

(1) State formation had taken place both through
endogenous and exogenous sources in central Indie. It
has taken only among those tribes which have attamRed

technological level of settled agriculture.

(2) The genesis of the modern problem of Dikus in
tribal india today in general and Chotgnagpur in particular

can be seen in this very process of state formation,

(3) It triggered off the process of stratification
in tribval society creating cleavages betwea the tribals

and non tribals and within tribes themselves.

(4) Pourthly, through this discussion me is in
a pogition to refute the conventionsl comecept of

accephelous societies in India,

The other very important point related with the
Munda socioc-economic gystem has been the patternimg¢f

gtrgtification in the society.
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The so-called egalitarian natuure of tribal society
has been denounced by various sociologists. X.S.Singh
remarks: There has always existed within a tribe a measure
of distinetion between the high and the low in terms of
social and physical distance, notion of purity and
pollution, prestige and status; habits and customs etc.1
prestige and status; habits and customs etc. He heg talked
of three fold division with the feudatory chief (8amindars)
alone above top, well to do headmen rent and general mass
at bottom level of the gocial lader. A class of DIikw
or outside; profesgional #oney lenders grew up as a

high class.

hevariho ol
Commenting on the here2uesxatical arrangemvent and

its genesis, R. Thapar marks in the contegdy-jChotanagpur
tribes particularly Munda, that the emergence and need for
Manki, the heredi tary character of the offices of Manki,
Munda, Pahan, Mahto, the hierarchical arrangement and
gradual transformation of the gifts into does - all
encouraged a hierarchical arrangement of power based on‘

access to land and its produce which ran center to the

1. K.S. Singh, Occasional Papers, p.I15.
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originfl lineage gystem with its stress on egalitarianism.l

However, while talking about the stratificational
rattern the distinction between the traditional criterion

of stratification and modern bases must be maintained,

In the light of ghove discussion about {the Munda
social structure it can be safely comcluded that prior to

the advent of British Munda socif2l structure was democratic

in nature.
Qraon's Socio-Baeonomic Svsien :
8.C. Roy says,2 the ancient history of Oraons is
enveloped in still deeper darkness than even' that of the
Mundas. Around 6th Century B.C. and 5th Century A.D.,
Orgons came to the northwest plateau of Chotanagpur as
advanced agriculturists., Coming in contact with the Mundas,
Orgons imitated thigrsocio-economic organizations., ILike
Mundas they also cleaned the jungles and started agricult-
ural production which is called Bhuinhari system. This
Bhwinhari village gystem was similar to the Kauntakatti
sygtem of the Mundss. Thuinhars like Khuntakatidars were
the owner of the villsge land. The village priest who is
also called Pahan had ‘;o be a bhumihar, The main functim

1, Thapar, n,24.
2. Roy, .67 (Mundag). {9i2
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of the Pahan was to keep Orgons away from the effects of

any evil through sacrifices. As far as the idea of ownership
of the proerty is concerned it geemsthat Oraons had developed
the gystem of individual or family owmership of the land.1
Like Mundas Oraons had also developed political orgenization

- an the level of (1) single village, (2) confederacy of
village. The village organization. consisted of the Bhoointhars,

later Oraon settlers, and workers,

Pahayg~Baige is an esséntial and independable factor
of the Oraon village organization. In fact he is the central
figure of the village, In most Oraon village a Pghén is
selected fin2lly by the magic soup and winowing basket.

In far villages owing to their large Oraon population gnd
large area there are two or even three Pahans, Oxrdinarily
the Pahan glways belongs to the Pahan kiwt but in few villages
owing to these Pahan Khont being very small Bhuoinhars of
other Xhonts too have been known to be elected Pghan. In
gome villages because of small number the office of Pahaﬂ

has become necessary.

Mahto 1n an Oraon village holds some what the same

positiom that a village Munda does in a Mundari village of

1, Roy, P.374, Oraon's Religiomus
192é, Ranchi .
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Bhuinhari type. The office of lMahto evolved after Ahom

landlords came to the country.

The Parha confederation had its immense social
“importance. It was a body which took g1l the responsibility
of gocigl development - protection from any evil whether
super natural or huran, village donfederation was the
backbone of the independency of tribal existence, their
solidarity, health-progeny, cattle and agricultursgl
interests. It command the authority from private family

t0 the public social life for the welfare of the Oraons.1

One of the important feature of the Oraons social
organization is the intersction with other Hindu castes.
Ag mentioned earlier it has been made clear that the
ethnOgraphérs data in Chotanagpur does not sufport the
so-called claim of isolation of tribals ffom non-tribals.
In a sense the lower caste Hindus such as Lohamw, Kumhers,
etc, were the backbone of the Oraon social gystem., There
are very few villages in the Oraong country With an
exclusi ve population of Oraons. The interactionsl
dynamics of tribals and non-tribals and its inevitability

for the Or@ons system can be geen in the very nature of

1. Roy, Oraons of Chotanagpur,.p.342. i
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the Oraon social gstructure. As the chief and practicaliy
the sole occupation of Orgon as agriculture he considers
it derogatory for himself to engage in such occupation as
weaving,-basketing a nicker worth pottery and working in
iron. 350 he necessarily requires beople of other castes
and tribes to supply his few simple needs, This {ypical
passage of S5.C. Roy's work on Oraons amply demonstrates
the crucidl significance and composition of their social
structure ~ a typical Orgon villsge. This cmsists of the
Bhoonharg, subsequent Oraon settlers (called Jaith Raiyats)
and & gerait family, are one or two Ahir families, a Loh&r

family and sometimes also a family o1 Kumhar.“1

Changeg Introduced in the Joclal Stxuciure
of Both Tribeg gince CGolonial Intervention

The interference in the administrative and revenue
of Iundas and Orgons system began with chief of them -
the Raja. Previougly Raja did not interfere in the
internal sdministration of the tribes. In 1585 through
a golden change.the Rgja of Chotanagpur was made the

tributory of Mughal ewmperor of Delhi. In 1616 the

1. Roy, P.110. Oraer
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Raja failed t0 pay the tributory to emperor and went to

1

jail for 12 years, It was i1n this point of time the

Chotanagpur Raja came in contact with the outside world
and sam the pomp and :s,how of the imprisoned Hindu kings.
This interaction had far reaching impact on the Raj on
hig release from the jail, he began to implemernt new rules
regarding royality and copied the reveme style of Hindu
kings. It was in this context the Raja brought in
Brahming, Rajputs, Comteers, warriors and various Hindu
castes to tle region of Chotanagpur, He now claimed over

the lands of Mundag and Oraons and annownced himself as

the imperial authority.

The new gdministration and revenue collection method
brought about fundamental changes in the land gystem of the
Kundas and Orgongs. The currency system not in vogue iy that
fentndexri he was unable to pay the foreigners in cash.

So Maharaja handed over to them his right 1o supplies from
the villagers whose grents were rendered for the service

of the orficers, Thus the gystem Qf service grant (Jagirs)
was imfrodededand the beneficiaries were called jagirdars.Q'

This development had two far reaching consequences,

1. See S5.C. Roy, Mundas Country.

2, The resolution the gram of royal for
theszgear 1880 cited in 8.C. Roy, Mundas,
p.165,
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FPirgtly this led to agrarian Unrest later on among the
tribes, Secondly, the concept of Deku (yowngsters,

aliens) started in vogue. UWot only the ligharaja mede claim
for the land but foreigners for their own interesut made it
clear that lMahareja had absolute right over the whole of
Chotanagpur and that in waking gromi to his service

grams he hadlbemferred his absolute property right to

the jagirdars.l

This led to the development of private property
and landlordism in Chotanagpur. lMeanwhile in 1793 the
Permgnent pettlement was introduced in Bengal and extended
to Chotanagpur In 1‘806 Iaharaja and landlords were asked
by British to egstablish zamindari police station and
appoint police officers. These officers werec braught in
from outside Chotarggpur. In nutshell these developments

largely affected and weskened the traditiormel khuntskatti

and Bhuveinhari gystem of Mundas and Oraons .

Apgrt from 6hanges in the ecmomic gystem of the
tribes, remarkable dnanges were invroduced in the soci o~
political arena too, The study of changes introduced by

British can not be understood in igolegt.on from their

1. Roy, Craons of Chotanagpur, P.166.
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overall colonial policy towards the country. Unlike

Africa which adopted the gystem of indirect rule through ,
the traditional chiefs of territories, a large part of

the +tribal region and most of the tribal populgtion in
India were integrated within the administration of the
provinces of the British India or within that of thke Indian
states where they can keep a watch on the tribal situation.l
In certain cases they acted even ag agent for tribal |

regions,

Thus colonial gystem erded the relative isolation
of the tribal socl ety amd brought into the maoinstream of
tre nw admini sbrative set up policy and programmes
simulitgneougly. British also followed the administration
through ptrotection. TFor this there were areas of trial
concentration vhich were enclaved to reclaim to civilization -
the tribes who had rebella or were difficult to pacity.
The colonial sy stem put an end +to the political dominance

of the tribes in the regiom,

The mccount of British impact on trital society can
not be complete without the description of rale of

mlessicnaries on tribels. It ig here the relati cmship

1. XK.S.8ingh, E.P. V., p,1320. i9%2
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between colonialism and Christianity, use of other for
serving the purpose of former becomes necessary. Christianity
worked ag an agent for civilizing the aboriginals in the
colonieg, The aborigines protection society established in
18%6 exercised a powerful ineluence on the colonial policy
and admini stration, The Christian mission did not emerge in
India as en agrarian institution, although they did preserve
fundamental changes through introduction of new technologies
in agriculture. At the political level, the missionaries
in whose collaborastion with the colonial gdmini strators
rationgliz.d the maj and soaght to create a new bastion

of support for it among the backwaerd communities.

In the initial phases the missionary activities were
dis’!rilptive of the trival sysfem. Evangelisation was
inherently ethnocentric. They imposed a putritanical ethic
on the permisgive tribal soclety, however mogtof the
activities of the missionaries glso varied according to
the existential situvations., The missionery also produced
an ideology for the peasant system emerging in middle
Indis. They evdlved the notion of private property into
the land on the communal mode of produ ction. They
encouraged the tribals as peasants propogitions for the

regtoration of land, regulation of rent, abolitiomm of
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f§1d9.1 dves . lMigsionaries algo led peasant struggles
againgt the indigo planters in Bengal and zamindars of
Chotamagpur., They providcd aserse of self respect to the
tribals and sought to creste g serargte identity for them.

Thus to sum up it can be said that British ad @ted
such a policy for the tri.bals in middle India in particular
and tribals in general which served the purpose of their over—
all exXxpangionism in India, K.S.5 ingh has rightly said
that they followed a dﬁal policy of strengthening the feudal
crust of the tribal societies formed by the rajss, chiefs
and zamindars and simultaeneously created cmditi oms in which
t helr economic and politicel system were undermined by the

ramwaging marked fo mes.l

Togt-Colonig]l Situation

The process of decoloni sstion which started after the
trangsferof power from British .volveda democragtic set up
for the entire country. This new set up emphagized the
integrative policy and abandoned the so-called isolationist
and divide and rule policy of British. This process involved
e mfranchisement and grant of full citizenship rghts to
tribal communities and setting up of de mcratic
1. K.S. Singh, E.P.%., p.1%20,
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institﬁtions. Thig necegsarily led to the curtailment
and abolition of the power of the trival chiefs who had
aclted as the naturasl leaders of their commnity. In
the middle India tribal chieftainship was abolighed with
the zgmindari and intermedisry interests in the first

flush of land refoms.l

The adoption of new castitutiom
in India offered several programmes and megsures for their
socio~economic development in 5th gnd 6th Schedule of the
Congtitution. We will telk more about various messures
taken for their development after independence. . Thege
meggures have provided further changes the seeds of which
were sown during British period only. For example a
number of new features have come up .n the political’
organization. TFor the first time representation has been
given to the minor class living in Parhe ax‘ea.2 Formerj_y
office bearers of the Parha held their office on an ex-
officio hasis - each being the headmen of the villagse.
The introducion of the elective principle and fixing a
temire for the office bearers are distinet innovations,

In the traditional system the Pawha Raja and its executives

were not accountaile to any one, In the new constitution

1. Sachidanand, p.20 in Tribal “orld and
Transformation, (ed) Bhupinder Singh in
J.S. Bhandari.

2 Ibid., p.20.
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they have been made responsible to the inter
organization, The new orgénisation is now known as
parha-Madri.l It has the powers of superintendence
direction and control of different parhg Sabhas and is
expected to work for the progress of the Munda tribe

as & whole., Along with this elaborate rules have been
formed to regulate the procedure of the meetings of the
Pgrhe Hadri and Parha Pewyeshad, The secretary of the Parha
Madri is given the names of the represematives from the
particularPanha by the Parha Raja., He cannot meke 2 change
without the permigssion of the camcerned Parha., Raja.
The demand its fundamental dimensions glso these organi-
zationg are not justv regulatory or that of boundary
maintenance., It is largely welfare oriented and very

functional so the present sitwation.

As a corrollaxyy to all these new changes taking
Place in tlese tribe. of Chotanagpur a new class of tribe
has come up which controls the socio-economic and
political power in the tribal region and has provided

a new dimension to the already existing stratificational

1. Ibid., De20.05w)
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pattern in society. Almost all over the cauntry this
classof trival elite exploits the national stereotypes of
trival eociety to seemare benefits and acts as the mediatar
with the government. It is precisely in the very measures
of the goveinments and changes intradduced in tribal
regiom the roots of various tribal movements taking place
in the Chotanagpur region can be unde mtood. Ve will see
how the pogt colonial developmental strategy of governmeut
hag created cleavages and contradictions in the social
gtructure whichhas finally resulted in the emergence of
movements in their region.

1ur
|l

‘e have tried to answer following questions in this

dissertation. .

(1) What ig the interlin@ge between gocial gtructure—~
developmental pattern and ité rete in the gene-
ration of +tribal movements?

(2) How far wderdevelopment in terms of gocial and
economic structure is iesponsible for emergence
of wvarious mommeni:s“? ‘

(3) What has been the rdle of governmemnt in the

overall improvement of itribal social get up

and its consequences?
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(4) What is the importance of these movements and
how far they can be controlled.

(5) To suggest further areas of research.



Chapter II

AREA OF STUDY - REGION, FACTS RELATED WITH SOCIAL
STRUCIURE AND SCCIAL BACKGROUND

The mamimum distribution of tribgls in Bihar is
in 6 districts of Chotanagpur which account for about 94.7
Percent of the tptal population of trinvals in state.
Ranchi district has the largest concentration of the tribal
population in the state followed by Singhbhum district.
The table below shows the district-wise pogitim of the
tribal concentration in this region according to Census

1971,

Iagle ]
District Area (sq.km.) Population Percentege
Total 5.T. (8.T.)

Ranchi 18,331 2611445 1516658 58.08:
Singhbhum 12677 2437799 1124317 46,12
Palamu 13477 1504350 287150 19.09
Hazaribagh 11152 1645838 143849 8.68
Giridih 6908 1374376 188979 1%.75
Dhanbad 2594 1466417 155645 10.61

S. Parganas 34849 3186908 1154281 36 .22

TeiaL — 100358 14217133 4549899 52.00

Source: X.B. Saxemd, Jripal Developmentg



Iable - 2

( Source - Census

of India

Sex ratio in the six Distt. ( in 1000 ) & -
Distt. Rural
Persons Male Female Persons
Ranchi 1273766 1000 1031 43743
Palamu 226191 10C0 1009 2398
Singhbhum 932503 100¢C 1053 37304
Hazaribagh 264637 1000 972 €056
Dhanbad 119310 10C0 927 9075
8. Pargana 1077381 1000 1002 5697
( source - Census of India 1961 )
Table - 3
Rural
Distt. Persons ale female Persons
Ranchi ;451597 100¢C° 1023 65101
Palamu 2839504 1000 976 3246
Singhbhum 1050855 10cC0 1028 73462
Hazaribagh 311031 1000 1014 20767
Dhanbad 127105 1000 268 28540
S. Paragana 1146030 1000 1002 6251

1971 )

Urban
Male
10CC
10GC0
100C
100¢C
1000

1000

Urban
Male
100G
10C0
1000
1000
1000

1000

Female
855
78
989
915
820

882

Female
801
868
880
918
957
806
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Sex mtio among the tribes in six distriets in
two censuses - 1961 and 1971 - can be seen in Table II
and Table III respectively. From the data it is clear
that in the 1951 Census in rural areas generally femmles
are mdre than males. Hazaribagh and Dhanbad are
exceptions againgt this. As per 1971 Census the female
population is more than males exXcept for two districts
Palamu and Dhanbad. The reason behind decrease in
number of femgles is their migration to0 the industrial
belt:%ike Tala, Gua and other places from their

Parental villasge home,

Percentage distribution of Mundaz and Oraom in
the gix districts in two census years 1961 and 1971

can be seen in ‘vable 4.

Iakle 4

Digtrict bunda Qraon

1961 197 . 1961 1971
Ranchi 35.30 34,37 42,87 42,38
Palam 4,04 4,29 37.48 36 .97
Hazaribagh 10,19  10.94 5.77 7.18
Singhbhum 12.26 12,28 2.28 2.50
Dhanbad 2564 4.64 305 2.50
S. Parganas 0.04 0.10 0.61 0.60

Source: Census Data, 1961, 1971,
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From the above table it is clear that midimum
concentration of Mundg is in two districts Ranchi and
Singhbhum while mEnimum concentration of Oraon is in

Ranchi and Palamu digtriets.

Iable 5

Tribe f Perce; of literac:

1961 1971
Munda 8.97 16,31
Oram 744 17.19

Source: Census Data,

Percentage of Population of llunda and
LQraon in Different Digtricts of Bihax
Digtrict Oraon Munda
Ranchi T4 T2
Palamu | 12 2
Shahgbad 1 -
Champaran 2 -
Purnea 4 1
S. Pargares 1 -
Hazaribagh 3 5
Singhbhum 3 19
Dhanbad - 1

Source; Census Data, 1971.
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Ishle ©

Block Total Total Total Total Total S.T. - _Edycati

- villages Pranchayabt pareas population Populgtion Male Female
Ranchi Sadar
Kanke 101 17 9 107898 40404 17892 42492
Ratu 83 17 9 77276 40103 1536% 590
Namkum 95 18 10 73882 49477 13901 4501
Oronanghi 01 14 8 - 48287 17833 8096 : 1628
A gara 92 20 10 74683 41162 11237 22292
Silly 113 19 10 82082 42092 16636 4428
Mandar 69 13 6 58442 35597 10353 4084
Chanho 67 11 p6 48517 - 26559 8322 2020
Burmi o4 22 10 92576 28409 12014 321%
Beron 114 17 10 79992 47012 9%15 2977
Laping | 78 15 8 39766 290%6 5586 2003
Total 097 183 06 783306 397684 128771 37223
Zhonti .
Khunti 159 - 22 12 70302 47314 6758 1843
Murho 141 24 12 54401 42629 . ohi89 4217
Raniya 67 10 5 2028% 21408 4915 2392
Torpya 095 15 T 56910 49312 11263 5525
Karra 178 23 12 67236 42495 10234 3910
Arki 128 21 12 - 55271 43427 7185 1445
Tamap 129 24 19 84924 36149 17237 3544
Bundu 90 16 9 33063 27085 7524 11411
Sonahati - 101 20 10 74504 16228 13222 2460
Total 1088 175 91 546794 326047 87820 20660

source; Office of the Dy.Devp.CommiSsioner Ranchi
’ .



36

Level of literacy in Mundas and Oraons can.be seen
in Table 5. From the table it is clear thsgt during a
decade (61~T71) there has been an increase in the literacy

level of Mundas and Oraons,

Since our main deductions and explarati mas &bout
Mundas and Oraons social structure is based on Ranchi
digstriects, it is better to present some concrete figures
‘regarding the districts. There are two sub~divisions in
Ranchi district - Khunti and Ranchi Sadar., There are 11
blocks in Ranchi Sadar while Khunti sub-division has 9
blocks. The total number of villages, vanchgyats population
of 5.T. and the number of educated persons can be seen in

Table 6, From Table 6 following condusions cen be dragwn.

Moximum population of Scheduled Tribes in Ranchi
Sadar sub-dvigion is in Namkum block while the minimum
populgtion of 3.7. in Chanho block of Ranchi Sadar sub-
division, Compar.d to this the msXimum tribal populat ion
in Thunti sub-division is in block Khunti which is the
main home lagnd of Mundas snd Orgons, The minimum S.T,

population in Khunti sab~-division is Sonahati block.

As far as the question of literacy in various

blocks in Ranchi Sadar sub-division is concerned it is
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in Banke block in case of male and Ratv in case of
females. While in Xhunti sub-divigion the block with
naximum literacy rate in case of mgle gnd femgle is in
Tamar and Bundu resbPectively. In both sub-divisiong in
different blocks the female literacy mivber is lesg than

male.

Ag far as the eonomic pursult of tribals in this
region is coﬁcer11ed they have been divided into following'
categories. 1
1. Nomsdic/ semi-nomadic groups/food gatherers

and hunters

2, Primitive / shifting agriculturists

3. Artisan groups

4, Landless agricultural labourers

5 Urban industrial wage labour in unorganised sector
6. Marginal and small farmers.

However this dasggification should not be congidered
as mutvally excl usive for separate tribegrone finds over-
: Viandions )
lapping among tribals for Cxraems pursuits. There are

tribals who pursue simultaneously more than one occupation.,

1, X.B. Saxem, Tribal Development in Bihar,
BJTRI, Vol,XXV, WNo,182, 1983, p.7.
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Mundas end Oraons will fafh in the category of marginal
and small farmers. Though they also ergage themselves
in other occupstions. The classification of Mimdas and
Oraons in Ranchi, Singhbhum and Palamu in various
occupations such as cultivators, agricultural labourers,

mining and quarry can be seen in Table 7.

Iable T

Ranchi

Cultiva- Agel. Livestock liining House- Trade and

tors labourers forestry hold commerce

etc,

Munda 489 939 70 52 %6 174
Orson 1308 1550 167 125 76 442
Sinzhbhun
Munda 165 189 52 442 50 154
Oraon 195 214 25 159 70 135
Zglamy
M&Qd?;? 81 51 15 2 Nil 5
Oraon

Source: Census Data 1971 (For 1981
data is not available).

From the avove data it is clear that wmamimum

involvement of Munda and Oraon is in agricultural
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labourers. This is very much evident in Ranchi district.

The maximum number of agricultural workers shows that
hegs

5
landless.is on the increase., In one decade the
percentage of agricultural workers among tribals has

increased to 28 percent in 1971 from 9 percent in 1961.1

1. Saxer®, Ibid., p.10.



Chapter III

TRIBAL MOVEMENTS

Phase I (1855 - 1905)

We have seen that the process of intervertion
and disruption in the Mundg @nd Orgon social structure
wag witnessed by Rajas which was further engineered by
the policy of British. These efforts resulted in
various tribal revolts in this region‘under the leadership

of Mundas and Orgons.

Causes

The British had vegted interest in Chotanagpur. The
foreign ruler announced that the tribes did not have
their legal documents to prove the ownership of land and
therefore the tribes are not the original holders of the
land., Apart from this the British failed to understend the
language, culture and sentiment of the aboriginals. For
the knowledge of thege people British administrators
relied on the landlords and ignored the tribes.l The
British rule starts in this region from 1765, In 1793

Permanent settlement was introduced in Bengal so it

1. T, Troisi J., Samnthgls in M.S.A.Rao (ed)
Social Movements, p.133.
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haturally covered the regions of Chotanagpur., In 1806
the landlords and MahAaraja were asked to establish thana
(policlslation) and recrult outsiders as police officers.
Mundas and Orgaons did not get justice from the court and
police, They were neglected by their masters, opposed by
the aliens and deprived of the means (they had fommerly
Possesged of obtaining redressal through their own

X

neans.,

5.C. Roy remarks in thisg context that "Unintentio-
nally and unwitdingly in the transformation of commingl ow-
nerghip of the villages of the aboriginals communitlies
into individual owmership mogtly of the non agborigingls and

alien propitors.2

The thickadag got the village on lease
from Maharaja as payments of their goods and service, Some
of the Mundas were called BeIh Begar., The lundas and Oraons
were desperate. They oppressed their grief in these words -
"Our lives are of no value, and being of one caste, 1=t us

stand fast to each other and commence plunder, murder and

1oot.”3

3. E.T, Dalton, Descriptive Ethnology of
Bengal, P. 170.

2. S.C. Roy, Aborigins of Chotanagpur in. J,.B.0.
H.S. - XVIII (1931), Pt.IV, p.374.

2, Cit. in 3.C. Roy, op.cit., p.201.
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A Comnittee was set up to investigate and resolve
the problem of tribes. Mr Blunt a member of the Governor
General's cauneil reported to the government that the wain
causes of rebellion were the {f{yranny of the government
officigls and darogah., These situations caused resentment
among the aboriginals . They rebelled against the landlords
in 1789, 1797, 1807, 1812, 1820 and 183%2. The 18%2 rebellion
was widegpread and violent. The Kols (Mundas and Orgong)
in theiroperation butchered the Hindus, $ikhs, Muslims
landlords., The entire Singhbhum was destroyed, According
to this report there should not have been any direct
adninistration of +the British in this region.

Thus on the bagis of his report a new gystem called
South Vestern Frontier Agency was introduced under the
management of agent of the Governor General, 4 headquarter
of the administration was ewmtablished at Ranchi. System
of civil justice was introduced. Agents of beace were gent
t o Chotamagpur 10 pacify the tribes. Chotanagpur was
declared as non-regulation profince., This non-regulation
system was for the faéilities of the administration of
that area, Judicial court wag established at iohandaga.
Wéékﬁ@ssmas an agent of peace who tried to pacify the

Mundas and Kankis by granting them the indmidual ownership
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of the land, However, southwestern frontier agency could
not satisfy the tribals and oppregsion grew worse. Dunng
the administration of south western frontier agency the
'greatest digturbances of tribels pleasants occured.1 The
available original reports of the enquiry committee in
'the tribal problems.clearly show that absgsence of British
cantrol over the internal administration of Chotanagpur
led to the dispossessiom of the gboriginals who were left
to the mercy of the landlords and the zamindari police.2
The people of the district suffer much injustice at the
hands of the foreign middlemen introduced by Raja.
According to report of Mr Rickets the main causes of the
exploitation of the tribes were lendlords and thikadars.
S0 the British goverument replaced the south west
frontier agency by a Commisgionership for Chotanagpur
Under the governor of Benggl., In order to wolve the

1and problemg Chotanagpur Tenancy Act which is glso known as
Bhwinhewi settlement was passed., Sp:ciel Commissioners
were empowered to process the claims of tenure, demarcate

the land boundary and to Prepsre records of all the

1. Chotamagpur Agrarian Report, Calcutta,
1800, Part II, p.2L.

2o Chotanagpur Agrarian Report, Part II,
p.6.
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tenants specifying the conditions to be fulfilled, the
rent and services t0 be rendered and right and privileges
to be enjoyed, The Adminigtration made special provision
t0 enable every one to fill a suit before the specisal
comuissioner. But the foreign lendlords in serviegd their
. interests &d not leave any stone unturned to defeat the
aboriginals before the court of law, This act was a failure.
The high ﬁppﬂ@axi@ns-of these act were far from being
completed and fulfilled, This settlement and court gystem
generated more and more loss of tribal lands. Another
important cause for the failure of the law and Acts of

the British government in the tribal region.ggé in the
fact that the British failed to understand the independent
economic, political and culturel system of the tribes.

The British who Practiced privaste proprerty system and lgvs
which were suidable to them social matrix destraoyed the

tribal economic and political system of the primitives.

Uner these circumstanc=g several rebellions
took place, Sandari Larei and Birsa rebellicns were most

militant awmong them.

Serdar Movement

After the mutiny of 1857, the Mundas turned to
fight against the landlords but Evangelical Lotheren

Miegionfries severed the relationship with violent Mundas.



45

s0 they could function in that region. Failing t0 severe
adequate missiomary support, the educated Mundas trained
by the Vissionary fought aginst the British., In the
meantime, Catholic misgionaries entered Chotanagpur. In
1885 C, Leveng, a Belgian Catholic pramiged to help themn
in land trouble. Thig prouise attracted .a large number of
tribes who were conve:‘cted into Christianity. As a matter
of fact, the Sardar movement or Mulkettarai movement
amoﬁg the lunda was largely the struggle of Christian
tribvals against jagirdars and thicadars. The goals of the
movement were (1) to regein their lost right to land,

(2) to end the system of Begari (forced labour) and (3)

to alleviate the condition of women gnd tribesmen.

To connteract dispossession of land and imposgtion
of begare, the tribals consoclidated their strength through
three measures - 1) by filing petitions in court of law,
2) by mobilising the demand resources avgilable in the
village including mobilisation of public opinion and 3)

refuging to pey rent or perform begari.

"K.S. Singh hag identified three phasesg of the

movement - agrariasn phase (1858-81), the revivalistic
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Phase (1881-90) and political phase (1890-95).1 The
accentuation of movement throughout, however, remained
agrarian, It was stimulated by the memory of the golden
Past of the race -~ the period before the advent of non-
tribals in Chotanégpur. Though the movement engulfed
both Mundas and Oraons, it was more intense auwong the

Mundasg,

| The movement began with agrarian di stburbances. The
Sardgrs attempted to reoccupy their land which was taken
awvay from them in 1857, The fi m+t incident occured in
Jhagra village in October 1858 where the Christian raiyats
captured the zamindar and brought him to Ranchi and lodged
a complaint agsinst him, During 1862-88 there were
ooccasiormal clashes between zamindars and their raiyats.
In 1869 an act was passed which provided for the ‘
restormatiom of Bhoomihari lands to raiyats on the basis
of evidence collected during the Bhuinhari survey
operation. In the next eleven years the survey was

completed in 2500 villages. The' Bhuvinhari settlement
marked the end of the dispute centering on Bhuvinhari

1. ¥.S.Singh, Dust Storms and the Hm\a'm‘\-
Mist, 1966, p.27. B
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and Majhiaes tenure 6:6 land, but its overgll impact fell

far short of the expectations of the Sardars.2

The movement coon took & pdlitical and religious
turn., In 1881 some Sandars organized themselves under the
leadership of John the Baptist and established their Raj
at Doega, a former seat of the Raja of Chotanggpur. The
leaders were prosecuted, The Sendars wanted to create‘ad
independent Munda Christian Mission. During 1889-90 the
Catholic Munda agitation agsumed large proportions, The
government moved quickly and missimmaries were warned not

to join in the ﬁmy

The period 1890 warked the political phase of the
Sardar nmovement. The Mundass boycotted the mission and
continued the sgitation., They asked their followers to
gbop paying rent to zamindars am thicadars anmd t0 abstain
from appearing in locsl courts when summoned, This resulted
in eviction of lands of marny raiyats. The Sanders got
trapped by Calcutta lawyers. It gave then 2 serious jolt
Between 1890-95 all court verdicts were against tribals.

In 1852 they planned to assassinate all thicadars., Local

1. Ibid, .28, |9l (Swg~)
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officials and missionaries but the plan failed owing to
lack of gsaund emd adequate leadership, After 1895, the
chargcter of the movement changed o new directions ard

powefed the way for Birsa movement.

Iirsa Moyement

Druwin by an irreversible gelf defensive urge, the
Munda had first songht shelter in Christianity, then broken
away from the missions and turned to Calcutta lawyers ami
finally clashed with the authorities. Birsa movement was
agrarian in its root, violent in its meaﬁs and political
in its em‘l.:L According to K.S. Singh, Birse in his speeches
emPhagised the sgrarian factors and saught a political
gsolution of the problem facing his people,that is, the
egtablishment of Birsaite raj under a new kingdom

(himegelf) .2

Eikka has underlined tlr ee structural situstions
under which the movement emerged -
1) Yncroachment of alien zamindari on Munda

khuntakatti lands to an intolerable extent.

1. K.X. Verma and Ramesh Sinha, Socio-Political
Movements among Mundag and Oraon, ed.
Phupinder Singh, Tribal lMovemmts, Its
Trangformations, P.7.

2. K.S.Siﬂgh, - “fmaiﬁlbﬁ\;/)jﬂ d:'\eL d@nl S“C'M, {17\.0' ‘9’
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2) Migration of the thousands of tribals from
thelr native land to the tea egtates of Assam
on being allowed vy Arkeites (labour agents).

3) Famine in Chotanagpur.l_

Birsa novenment had an organisational bage with
etinicity and religiosity as the basi s of mobilisation
and invdvement of people in it, The Sardars were primarily
againgt the middlemen and Dikus. Birsa was against the
government and aimed at complete independence - both
political and religious. The most important factor
regponsible for the emergence of the movement was the
degire for economic liberat.on from the yocke of zamindars
and British administreti on. Birsa was influenced by both
Chrigtiamty and Hinduism, Both Christian converts and
non-convert Mundas were among his followers. He used
religions and messianic means to mobilise the masses
and nchieve his economic and political goals. 70 realise
these goals he delared himself "Darti Aba" or Father of
the world and later on declared himgelf Bhagwan -~ an

incarnagtion of God.

1. Ekke in Tribal Situation in India (ed ) by
X.5.8ingh, p.429.
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Birsa caused spprebension among the migsionaries and
they prevailed upon the government to take gteps againét
him, He was arrested and sentenced for ten and a half
vears in jail. The four years following movement's first
Phase were marked by famines and failures of government to
curb Birsa's sctivities after his release., Birsaites
rose in arms against the Raja, mmindars, missiomries and
the government on Christians eve of 1809, The revolt was
suppressed by force, Qirsa was arregted and died in prison

rending aid .dial .

Birsa move ®nt has been considered as a religious
movement by some social scientists. For Grample, Kathelon
Gough and refers to 19 religious movements including the
apprising under the leadership af Birsa Munda. As we have
earlier said that it ig very difficult to compartmentalise
neatly any triba2l movement in gocial, religious and
economic movements especially in Chotaragpur., The main
line of Gewgli’s awgenent is that fervent Chilislistic
mnovements may be mogt likely to rise among cultural
m&norities who have wmost their customaxry security or
occupation and statuses and have suffered unusual

deprivation by comparison with their own past and those
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around them.l She WIii'teS Mrther that this definition
aPplies to the tribal peoples who have guffered incursions
loss oi’_land, swindling, bankruptcy and underwmining of
their culture by literate and technologically superior

invaders both British and Indian.?

But Gough's amlysis falls to gound; in the first
Place Iundas were not a minority tribe and all the tribes
together contributedfthe longest segment in the region.
More than armything else numerically preponderamt groups
alsv suffered incursions and cultural subocrdination, The
Hindu zauindars and the British rvling elite were a

minority in that regicm.3

One cannot al o accept R.R.
Diwarkar's view that the underlying subject of the Birsa
movement was the internal pm;b;ification by eradication of
gocial evils as along vith 1t was associated the desire

. . 4
to remove the alien govermment and itg supporters.

1. Kathleen Gough, Indian Peasants Uprising -
EPW, Special Number August 1974, pp.1891-1492,

2. Ibid., p.1397.

3.K.L. Sharwa, Jharkhard Movement in Bihar, EPW,
Vol,XI, Nos, 1 and 2, 2 Jan - 10 Yan., 1976,

4, R.R,Diwarkar, Bihar thr magh the Ages - New
Delhi, Orient Longgan, 1959, p,.560.



As a matter of fhect, it is the other way round. The
primary and ultimate object of ithe movement was to dislodge
the rule alien so to the tribals, Intermal poRification
measures were only a cover to mobilise the people, 3Since
openly political activities were not allowed, these
activities were carried on under the cover of éxternal
purification,

To sum wp, it can be said that though the movement
mobiliged people on the bagis of missionic and chiligli stic
sentiments, it was isgue oriented aiming at redressal of
some grievances. It was basically against the kind of
les a2l and administrative sysivem that prevailed. over and
above, these movements prepared the bagic structure of

gseveral improvements among tribals which emerged later on.

Tana Bhagat Movements

The offiecial reports of the survey and settlement
opéragtions in Chotanagpuir during the years 1902-08 show
clearly that the Ofaons of western Chotanagpur had
suffered a loss of their ancestral lands anl had to pay
rent at a much higher rate than their Munda neighbours

in the eagt, It was 81s0 in these Orgons areas that the
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non-tribal landlordsg made excessive dem2nls on their
Oraon tenants for unpaid labour. Oraons of present
Bighumpur thana and Mahuadanm thana were submitted to
excessive requisitioning for labour during the constru-.
ction of the summer residence of the Lt.Governor on the
Neterhat plateau during the years 1912-13, These people
were also forced to gct as beTins during hunts and as

carriers of baggers of the locgl police for a mere pittance.

Oraonsg in this region could not get justice even
through law courts. Law courts were not only toco distant
but also too expensive and incomprehensible to the
illiterate Orams., It was in these circumstances of
depdvation gnd oppression by the local landlords and
Police that the Tana Bhaget millinerian cull gprung up
in 1914 and swept through the Oraon country gaining some

26,000'adherents at its peak period,

Jatra Urgm in April 1914 proclaimed to his fellow
tribesmen that in a dream Dharmeswar God told him to give
up the worship of 'bhuts' and to do away with animal
sacrifice., He also claimed that god Bad also ordered him

to give up meat and drink (wine) and lead n ascetic life.
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They should slso stop ploughing the fields and Jceepingfwi1»r=~3"
do the landlordsand to refuse themselves as labourers to
any non-Orgon, He warned that those who did not follow

him would goon perish, that the foreigners would soon be
expelled from the country that the Oraon raj was about to
begin and that he would be its first king. The Oraon Bhagat
promi sed their fellows not only the deliwverance from the
capricious or blood thirsty tribvals spirits which the

Orgons were much afraid of at the same time glso relief
from exploitation by landlords, moneylenders and government
officials. The main spirit of this movemut is belief in
salvation through Bhakti maya or the way of devotion
practiged by Hindus. It was divided into several sects

such as Bache Van, bhagat, Tana Bhagat, Nimha Bhagat,
Fekirpenthe etc. All bhagats were required to maintain the
rules of meremonial purity in food, drink and other habits.l
Because of the refusal to allow hig followers to work for
zamindars and government Jatra was arrested and sentenced
t0 imprigonment, As 2 result, he went into the background.

- Later on, the movement was kept alive by another prophet

1. 5.C. Roy, Aborigins of Chotamgpur, J OBRRS,
Vol,XVII, 1928, p,316,.

1
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Sibo Bhagat. Agraian grievances appear to have generated
the original impulse for their abéence from cultivation
and refusal to0 pay rent proved to be suicidal, Non-
cooperation with the zamindars. In 1920s most tfana
bhagats joined INC and played a pmminent role in non-

cooperat.on movement.1

In a way like the Mundas, the Oraons too cherished
memories of golden age, The Bhakti movewment and

Chrigtianity had a great impact on Bhagats.

To gum up, following points emerge in the course

of acove digcussdl on,

Firstly, as far as the cauges of the movements are
concerned the genesis was in the exploitative policy of
British government which led to problemg of land alierntion

exploitation of money lenders, etc,

Secondly, as far as the nature of these movemens
and basis of mobiligat.on ig concerned, it was revivall stic
in nature, The spirit of religion was simply helpful in

appealing and organising people, However, the rligious

1. Stephen Fuchs, A Study of Missianic Movements
in Indian Rebellions, Bombgy, Asia Publishing



incorporation in the movement wags due to the wide spread
economic deprivatio of people. Under the gardb of
religiosity teed the motive of emancipation of tribals
from the yoke of several exploitative gituations. As g
mafffa of fact, no movement can be sulely judged on the
basis of the tackiéssémplqyed t0 mobilise people and get
them involved in it; what is more important is its goal.
And undoubtedly the basic goal of these movements was in

no way religious in nature.

Thirdly as far as the organizational structwmre of
these movements is concerned, they were not very much
organized. Tnese movements were never 80 widespread
and strong. Théy were all shortlived and they did now
have an enduring impact on tribal life. That ig why most
of them fgiled, The main reason hehind the failure of the
movements was lack of single centralized insurrectionigst

leader while the British army was highly organized.

Though these movemenits were not very organised,
lacked experience on the part of tribals, they provided
a gound basis for several other movements which have

taken place in modern times., The whole questiom of
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Jharkhand movement question of autonomy in Chotanagpur
region cannot be possible without the overall impact of

the ge earlier movements.



Ghapter IV
TRIBAL MOVELIENLS

(Bhage II (1006 - 1985)

Lhargcterigticg of thig phase

This phase of the tribal movement was remarkable
in terms of mobilisation, organisation and conciousness.
There was a profound gliteration in the strategy to
free themselves from the yoke of oppression snd wisgery.
A systematic political organisation, ideology and action
Programreg were incorporated into the tribal movement,
Freedom struggle provided g new dimension to the
tribal political awakening, There was ashift in the

leadership pattern of the tribel movement. Now the

novement waes led by the educated class of the tribes.
Tribel politics befare this period manifested itself in
the form of insurrection, e spontaneous manifestation
their anger in different regions. The tribal movements
in this prase was influenced by freedom movement leaders,
Mahatma Gandhi influenced the tribels. Several Bhagats
such as Tana Bhagats, joined Gandhi's movement and tried
to overthrewthe oppressions. X.S. Singh writes that
many Bhagats became the members and followers of Indian
national Congress, They have launched reformgtive
pProgranme based on Gandhian ideology and joined the

. . . 1
mainstream of national issues.

1. X.S. Singh - [xbel soap% o Indii - 19881 na- 199
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Another mgin factor which was operating behind the
awakening of the tribes on the politicgl level was the
role of the educated tribal and nan-tribal local people.,
The role of Christian missionaries cannot be undermined
in thig contemt, IJtratification system was clearly
- visible gmong the tribes., K.S. Singh sgys that a new
middle clagss emerged from among them in urban areas who
agitated for reservation of»jobs. They mre also sensitive
to the exploitation of their people as lagbourers in
agriculture, mining and industries, Their demands avre

launched in secular ideas. 1

Thig ig the phase in which tribal movements

agsumed anew direction due to governtment policy of

integration and inequalities generated bhecauge of
inequatable digtribution of developmentel benefits. Now
job opportunity, industrialisation, unequal distribution

of land created a new stratification system gmong the
tribeg., Class antegen.smg emerged in the tribal
communities due to various economic and political interests.
As far es their present socio-economic condition is
concerned it is differentiating day by day. The genesis

of verious tribal movements could be seen in their precarino
Souo- etoncrit Cnmels hons -

1, K.S. Singh - Eighth Devaraja Channa Memorigl lecture
Tribal transfermgtion~-II Tribal movements. DSE, (unpublished

-ne. 82 1081
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Cangeg of the movement

Exploitation of tribals in the hands of money
lenders, non—-tribals, buresucrats and landlords remained
the main causes of tribal movement in this period.

The historical development of Chotanagpur region presents
a vivid picture of tribel exploitation in every field

of life by the non-tribsl section of the population,

The complete structure of capitalism worked as metropolis
to the tribal satelite. Thus a dislectical conflict
cankgeen between the tribes and the exploiters. The
complete stucture of capitalist class has created both
the weglth of the new and the progressive poverty of the

vast majority of the tribals in this area.l

A close 1look gt the situetion of tribals in
this region shows that'under»development of tribsl area
is the cause of the development of capitalists of
Santal parganasend Chotanagpur. Most of the develop-
mental benefits have been dkawn by non—~tribalis. To
substantiel. these points we will present some relevent

SCuflidbicp, @bout Renchi district.

l. A.G. Prank - Wealth endpoverty of nations - g£¢uw, 1970, ?-m ii»
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Land uge patiern

Land use pattern of Chotansgpur in general is different
from the regt of the state- of the totel area of Chotanagpur
and Santal Parjana 45 percent is not culjégazizut 28.05
Percent is covered by forest amd 0,79 percent is
clagsified as barren and over 5,74 percent hasg been put
to non-cultivable use., The land use pattern of Ranchi
distt. in Sadat Fanchi gnd XKhuntli si#tbdivision in different
blocks can be seen in talle 8, From table 8 it is
clear thgt out of total geographical arez the barren
land is very high in both subdivisions. Not only this
we galso find wastage of land une‘of cultivable lanid.

Except Rarchi svubdivision where maximum gmount of
cultivable land is glso the really éown area, Khunti
Presents a glommy picture where there is nc optimum

utlization of the really cultivable area,
Land_Alienation
The problem of land zlienation is a growing one
all over the tribal scene in India. Several acres of land,
once inhibited and owned by tribals heve now been displaced,

Ddasplacement of tribals from their ancestrsl land is not

through one method, Even government who claimg to be the
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Table - 8
Blocks Geographical Barren TForest Cultivable Really Chalu Land used
’ area land land sown area parti for oth er
> land purposes
Kanke 3507321 179670 5113.19 2261658 1737098 2815.98 2047.4
Ratu 2320509 000000 1011l.66 19370.00 19467 593 1550.63
Namakum 44184,30 211351 8019.79 2442.67 4002, 35 5040.79 17367.36
Ormanghi 22531.63 2684,00 6830.84 12044.42 12044.42 1554,08 1236.12
Angara 44.,46762 349,349 13647.24 14053.49 14053,49 4478 3359,.,43
Siily 8C45 335,303 20819.70 27499.59 27499.59 12642.65 0000
Mandar 23804, 38 1215,9C 1645.20 19669.70 19669.70 812.14 881,90
Chanho 26794.,00 145,316 6365.,00 15344.67 15344.67 31283,83 12615
Boormo 44645,0% 962.08 1932,7C2 17190.07 17190.07 3624.04 12615
Beron 39.09807 18C0.02 6447.04 19892.09 19892.09 4477.06 1708.07
Lapung 29860.00 1808.64 3544.74 16270,.36 16270.36 2222,5.84 1722338
TOTAL 382378.37 -~ 18686,53-92801.,42-151508 180804.72.39513.81.42614.44
Ehunti 45230 3152 4297 35912.04 32607 3305.,04 7194
Murho 39944,55 1728 5719.32 29515.21 17041.09 32950.90 2903.97
Raniya 27200 4166.,31 4310.,17 16492.39 15230.80 1261.79 517.30
Torpa 44705 6646 4313 31708 23132 4576 2038
Karra 50916,.05 2589 4888 26104 25862 1624 14982
Arki 12552%7.1 13663,78 39204.44 8497.51 57126 15271.36 2019
Tamar 50848.00 16809 10623,5C 23315.50 16358 6408 3334
Bundu 25095, 37 1235.,04 5544,04 9933.02 8042,04 2526,04 1818,01
Sonahatu 37248,24 3982,80 3700 26528.16 21447.35 2502.05 1016
TOTAL 446720.51 = 83970,93-82599,.,47-208005.83-219846.08-41778.39-35822.28

SOURCE - Office of Dy. Development Commissioner,Ranchi
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protector of trivbal interest has played a very instrumental
role in alienation of tribal land. Ve will present here

case of Ranchi digtrict to substantiate our point.

It is said that sometimes for a seer of salt and
for a twel the trivals had to part with large plots of
land., Let us remember that prior to the process ofland
aliengtion in Ranchi proper town and around there was an
overwhelming triballpopulation living peacefully in
several villareg such as Morabadi, Bareasu, Hatma,
Karam€oli, Mehali, Argera, lisyigonda, Nagar-toli, Chachi,
Druva etc, Unacquinted with the value of money they could
hardly count the coin and they accepted = very smll

amount for land scquired for building purposes.

The missionaries contributed to a large extént in
the developmwent of Ranéhi town and thereby alienation of
tribal land also in s way. For the first time
migsionaries came in 1845 and then started the programme
of building of churches and separate colonies to house
adherents. "hen Ranchi became summer capital in 1911
government house and ministrial bunglow with large
bvoundary were built. Office of the A.G. in Bihgr and
Orissa was also opened in 1921, After World War I it
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was made s militery station and headquarters of Eastern

commgnd .

Till forties though Ranchi had grown big land was
available at quite cheap prices. The homes with .compounds
Ouw
at Bareato, Mergbadi, Ciralar Road,azeggé by wealthy and
influential men of this city which are todgy propeeties
of lakhs were acquired for very small gmount from tribals

at some point of time.

The process of land glienation was further
engineered by in Ranchi @nits worst from by opening of
various offéces such as NCuC. To SC, ATS, BTAJ, Ranchi
University etc. Some of retired officers tried to get
plots of land for themselves and in this attempt they

themgelves turned into land agents as brokerws.

Within a very short time the fallow land between
the 0ld tribal villages of Ranchi wgs filled with new
houses built in hephazsrd mnne without any consideration

of suitable road, drain and axyy outlet.

1. 2, P, Sinha, Land Alienation in and Around,
XKanchi: BTRI, Ranchi, 1968, p.2.
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Caugeg of Land Aliemation

The problem of land slienation in the city of
Ranchi has been considered as the resultant of twice
factors - urbanization and industrialisatim. Ranchi
was a regional town of the tribuls around it. It was the
only town for the Imnibals of Chotanagbur and neighbouring
fevdatory states which well to0 do tribals and non-tritals

of this part of the country would have cared to visit.

The following Table 9 shows the growth of populat ion
of this teprtmfrom 1871 to 1961, It shovs remarkably
fagter tmte of growth of population than any town in

Bihar except Jamshedpur,

Year Persons Variation Rate of
— (Dpercentage)
1871 12086 - -
1881 18443 0357 + 52,06
1891 20306 1863 + 10.01
1901 25970 5664 + 27.89
1911 32004 7024 + 27.05
1921 44159 11165 + 33.84
1937 57238 13079 + 29.62
1941 62562 5324 + 9.30
1951 106840 44287 + 90,79
1961 121504 14715 + 13.77

SOuI'Ce: SoP.Sirlha’ p'3o
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The decennial rise in population between 1871
to 1881 has been 32,06 percent but between 1881 to 1891

is only 10.01 percent. This rise can be explained by
puinting out the general growth of the town., Opening of
Barkar bridge and thereby between rail commmication
and locking Ranchi with networks of roads connecting
Ranchi with different provinces, TFrom 1891 to 1901 we
tind great spur in'population and then 1t never receded
$111 we find only 9.30 percent and 13,77 percent in 1941
and 1961 respectively. While decrease in 1941 can be
due to the fact that no sizeable immigratiom took place
in that decade. The low rate in 1961 can be due to
shifting of headquarter of Bastern Command., During the
next 25 years the population of Eagnchi would grow much

fagter which can be seen in the following table.

Isble 10 |
Populgtion Projection of Ranchi, 1986
Component Pop.in 61 Rate of Projected Pop, —_—
growth 1971 1081 1986
Ranchi's
Doranda 140250 45 203300 294800 360000
HEC & Towns-
hip 20000 To the extent 78000 108000 150000
indicated by
plant capaclty
Urbanized
villages 42000 60 67200 107500 140000
Total 202250 348500 530300 650000

Source; Draft Master Plen for Great
Ranchi, Hanchi Improfement
Trust, 1965,
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The process of land gliemtion hgve been diverse.
There are many methods by which a tribal trensfers his
land to a non-tribal. S.P, Sinha has divided the processes

of alienagtion of trival land into following Bategori es.l

(1) Legal tranafer. (a) transfer by aboriginal towards
under gection 46 of the Chotanagpur tenancy act to
other aboriginal tenants with the permission of
Dy. Commissioner; (b) Transfer of acquiring
occupancy as Bhuvinhari tenure by aboriginmal tenant
to non-aboriginal by 49 Section of C.T.A.; (o)
Transfer under other gsectionsg of Chotanagpur T.A.

with permission of Dy. Commissioner,

(2) Through land acquisition

(3) Through chaperbandi rights

II. Illegal Tranagfer. Illegal transfer without the
sanction of the Dy, Commisgioner may be divided into

following categories.

c

a) Through collective e guits migglled declaratory
suits of the civil caurt. (b) Parting with possess—
ion by Adivasis of their lands on receipt or small

congideration money with execution of regi gered

deed,
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e¢) Through an undated Sada Hukumnama of the old
zamindar showing ch2parbandi right and thereby
engliling transfer without permission of Dy.

Commissioner,

¢c) Thraigh a novel way of producing certified corpus
of tenants ledger in which Chaperbandi right is

interpolorted.

" This is the picture which we have presented gbout
Ranchi and cases of land aliematiom +ill 1985. However
1965 onwards the problem of land glienation is continuing
and hag led to displacement of several trielsg. Though
we do not have concrete case studies regarding the
glienation of land in Ramhi, But following table will
give us a view of cases filed under art. T1(a) of
Chotanagpur tenancy act, 1908, Santal Pargara Tenancy
Act (194%) and Scheduled areas regulation act, 1969.

Art 71(a) deals with cases related alienation of tribal
lands registration was started in 1969, Since the
inception of the registration till 1986(/\{*/&#1) the nulnber
of cages filed, cases accepted and rejected along with .
area can be seen .n the table (f1). The data covers

Ranchl Sadar as well as Khunti sub-divigion.
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Cases filed Area  Acce—- Area of Reje- Area
pted __gccepted cted_ _ rejected

s Ny w—g So

- s e e i e S e B U S D S gy, S s S

rRanchi Sadar 9457 19443 5030 T77098 3569 102535
Khunti 4463 T34456 2106 2280113 2417 472567

Source: Office of the Additional Collector
{Land Revenue), Ranchi Distriet,
Ranchi,
Apart from the accepted and rejected those are also
some cases wolch are in pending., The number of pending cases
in Ranchi Sadar is 858 while in Khunti subdivision it isgs

140. The area of pending cases in both sub-divisions is
1278874 and 329774 respebtively.
Industxialigation and Urisnization

Indugtrialisation and urbanization of this region
hag added to the migery of tribvals. These processes of
soc ial change have advergely affected the soci o~economic
structure of the itribes in this region. The greatest
setback through industridaisation of this region has been
dalineation of tribal land finallylead.ng to displacement
of his entire social set up. The establishment of various
grent industries have no doubt led to the growth of
capitalists in this regio at the cost of geveral thousand

landless and homeless tribals. The magnitude of the
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Problem can be explained through the case of Hegvy

Engineering Compary of Hatia.l

Hatia is situsted at distance of about 9 miles
from Ranchi, The immediate requirement of land for the
factory site to the extent of 1900 acres was made available
by displacing tribals from four villages - Dhruva, Satma,
Satranjee, Hatia. The populatiam of these villages
consigt mainly of Munda and Orac end some proportioning:o&
Hindu casgtes. The villages were given prompt notice by
state government to vacate the area., It must be remembered
that the vhole factory area of 1900 acres had been given
by Bihar governmemnt as free gift so to the HEC, Table 12
shows the total area acquired by HEC for plant, dam and
township, compensation paid and number of tribal families
displaced, |
Name of the Total area Compensation No, of families

project acquired paid (in Bs,) digplaced
{in acres)

O DS s e s, D D o, e W it B e s et S D Wt S . R S Gy T G iy, P S o S S B S e SOV . D

Plant 1904 .56 10058121.84 250
Pam 1601.21 8011514 ,01 46
Township 1231.01 603753%6.91 380
Total 4736,78 24107273 .66 676

Secunee = g P Stbe — Prfbf.{n ik Lard ol nadom s
a ~  Ghand Ronda' - RTWRL. 1968

P-k)o’ 21
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The most deplorable part of the situation is
that though they are promised compensation, employment,
accommodation ete, but practically they do not get these
things. Compengation amount is not paid completely.
The workers of Hatia have no proper accommodation,
Because of the nonfulfilment of the promiges some tribals
in few villages around Hatia refused to depart with their
land, Government had to face problen in vacating land
near Jaganathpur village., In this comnection tribals also
shouted slogans at the office of Commissioner Ranchi for
full payment of compensation. Due to alienmation of
thelr lands they faced different kinus of problems. As
far as the guestion of employment is concerned they do
not get skilled work., IL.P. Vidyvarthi reports that in
Hatia industrial complex 57.8 percent trival industfial
workers are slum dwellers. The number of slum dwelling
families is 8850 at Dhurva a8nd Hatia. They are uprooted
agricultural labour force. Vomen labourers are also
increasing day by day. They daily come to Ranchi from

their villages in quest of daily wages.1 Any body

1. L.P., Vidyarthi, Aspects of Trital
Force in Chotanagpur - The Tribe -
Published quarterly by T.R.I. Udaipur,
,01.vI, No,3, Dec., 1969, Pp.54-55,
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vigiting EHanchi can realise the agony of displaced persons
through the establishment of various industrial projects,
They are pulling on rickshaws, working as coolies and dbing
geveral other occupations to sur#ive. One Raghunath Munda
of Dhurva village who is rickshaw puller in Ranchi t0ld wme
that prior t0 his rickshaw pulling occupation he wag a
gsettled ggritulturist., Due to the congtruction of H,E.C.
he had to lose his ancestral land when I asked him did he
get any compensation, Though Raghnath got compemsation

but the whole money was finighed within a year. He could
not get any job even in H, E,C. though he wag promised so by
the contractors., Finally he came to Ranchi ahd st%@ed
pulléng rickshaw., There are sevaral cases like Raghunath
Munda which tell us the gtory of displaced families through

gigantic industrial houses.

Inmigrgtion Pattern

Due t0 heavy industrialisation and urbanization
of Ranchi the pace of migration to this place has been
very remarkable. The trend in migrat ion indicates that
fast expanding employment opportunities which this city
afford Has attracted iarge nmamber of immigrants from

outside Ranchi both tribals and nom-tribals.
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Push and pull factors are responsible for migration:
Economic necessity is one of the mogt important single
factor which has been pushing the migrant from their
origimal abode 1o thig place. Search for job making better
fortune in life has been the main congideration. ILack of
educational facilities, escaPe from domestic control, fear
of consequences of offences comitted, desire for rising
in socisal hierarchy and other domestic reasons have Pushed
them t0 come t0 this town.1 However there is 2 remarkable
different orientation in both tribval and non-tribal
m grants, The main reason behind most of the trival
immigrants havebeen their agricultural background because
they are unable to survive and were mainly dependent on
forests or relatives for their livelihood. Ag contrast
to this the non-tribals have come purely for buginess
motives. The migrants in Ranchi are from Gaya, Shahabed,
Patna, Saran, Hazaribagh, Dhanbad, Mirzapur (gpecially

few lac Hrade ).

Pate of migragtion in different periods in relation

1. S.P. 3inha, The Problem of Land Alienation
in and Avound :anchi, p.7.
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to tribal and norn-tribal can be scen in +table 1%3. This

data shows the rate of migration from 1201 onwards +till

1960,
_Table ]2 (Total Mo,342)

Year Non=Tribals Iribhals
1901 - 1915 10.81 4,09
1016 - 19%0 15.05 7.02
1931 - 1945 17.96 8.48
1946 - 1960 26,31 9.64

Source: S.P, Sinha, p.2,

From the above table it $is clear that non-tribgls
have always outnumbered the tribals since 1901. The
percentage rise compared +to tribals have always bé lseen

higher in case of non-tribals.

The percentage rise of non=tribal population in
Ranchi, Palamu and Singhbhum fwom 1261 to 1971 can be
seen in Table-13, Thus a cloge look at the migration data
in Ranchi district from 1901 to 197L shows that every
decade has marked remarkeble increase in the non-tribal

ropulation in Ranchi.
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‘District Population (1961) 7! Rise Percentage
___________________________________________________ Rige_
Hanchi 821052 1094747 3343
Palam 259200 1217200 26.9
Singhbhunm 1080104 1313482 21.6

Sovurce: Census Data,

Migration has affected the distribution and
composgition of the population of this city. Ranchi, a
small tovn half century ago has been greatly affected by
congtant flow of immigrants, Ranchi which was once a |
clugter of few tribal willages has developed today into a
civilized city with differential socio-economic getivities.
There are tribal harmlets surromding Ranchi which do exist
However it is doubtful whether they will exist in future

if the rate of migration increases at this rate.

Donded Izbour

Bonded labour sygtem is & very comion phenomenon
anmong tribeg of Chotanagpur., According to Boﬁﬁad Labour
Ordinance 1975, bonded lgbour means the system of forced
or labour under which debtor enters or is presumed to
have entered into an agreement with the creditor. Bonded

labourers are still in large numbers both in agricultural
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as well as industrial sector. They are begars, are gsometimes
paid abgolutely minimum wage. Sevakas are the best example
of begars who show the barbarian feudal legacy in entire
Chotanagpur region, Similar to sevegkas, a Chhuta liazdoor

gystem is also in vague.

As far as the question and scemdrio of bonded
labour in Ranchi is concérned, according to district
officiais there is no bonded labour in Ranchi district
who ig originally from.Ranchi. But several bonded labourers
who were originally from Ranchi but were found in other
places, In 1980, 10 bonded labourers were found in Rohtas
out of this 10, © are from Namkum Anchal of village Samlem
in Ranchi district, one wag from Chanko. Out of this 10,
8 pergons were Adivasis and 2 Harijans. Again in 1984-85,
11 bonded labourers were found in Azamgarhixsho were
originally from Sadar subdivision in Silly Anckml of
village Banta Mazam, Simultaneously 6 bonded labourers
were glso found in FaridabBd who were originally from
Ranehi subdivision, Block Munho end of villsge Munho.®
These bonded labourers have been provid.d financisl help

extended by Centre and State governments. As per the

1. Facts and figures from Office of Additional
Collector, Revenue (Ranchi).
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Provisions each and every bonded labourer will be given
%,4000 for their rehabilitation,out of this 15.4000 the
rehabilitation scheme included distribution of rickshaw,
cattle an. monetary benefits, 0ld age pensions plus money
for housing. The burden of the scheme igs equally shared
ag 50/50 basis by Centre and State.

As opposed to this on 22.4.,1986, 36 bhonded labourers
were found in Pratap chowu,l Mamekum (Ranchi ). They werev
woxking in brick kiln. They were originally from
Bilagpur (11.P.). They were freed by the district
authorities, Out of this 36 were 10 male, 9 female and
" 17 children. Ironicglly from 1976 onwards till April 1286
thig is the number of bonded labourers found in Ranchi
according to officials estimates, Howsver, unofficielly
there ére thousands of bonded lgbourers who have noit
been located by government officials, whatever might

be the reason.

Urban Euplobment .
There is no spebific scheme for poor tribvals in

urtan areas who have g0 to depend upw whatever causal

1. Office of Additional Collector, Revenue
Ranchi, Bihar,



18

work they manage to get. A number of tribals residing

near the army centdnment try to pick remanamts of shells
fired during practice at army shooting near Namkum.l
Though it is prohibited area,the tribals youth at risk of
their life pick up these metallic shell pieces and sell to
the local dealers who buy it dirt cheap and make huge
profit.

The entrepreneurial oppm-tunities in the private
and ancillary sectors have alsO been entirely usurped by
the more regourceful migrants., In the field of small scale
indugtry in Ranchi district, 42 tribals have received a
total seed money of 75.%0,000 as against ks,065220 received
by 3%9 non-tribals of 259 industrial units developed and
allotted by the Ranchi industrial area authority in
1978-79 only 7 have gone to tribels.’ Even out of these
7 only 3 are working involving in a total capital of
2,2 lakhs only. Even in the allotment of shops and plots
tribals have been neglected, This 1g evident from the

tatle below (14),

1. K.B. Saxene, Tribal Development in RBihar,
BITRI, No,182, 198%, p,38.

2. Ibid., P039.
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Iatle 14

Allotment of Shops and Plots to Tribals and Won-Tribals,
Ranchi Town by R, U.D, 2.

Name of market Year of Total  XNo,. sgllotted to
settlement allot— Tribals Non~tribals
nent

Circulated 14 shops Wil 14

Shopping Centre 1965 14 rooms - 14

Ratu Rd.market 1970 108 shops Wil 104
1976 23 atalls TNil 23

Kenke larket 1970 3% ghops 2 31
1970 4 plots Nil 4

New Dairy market 1972 1%1 gshops 3 128
1976 39 stalls Wil 39

Source: Ranchi Urban Area Development
Aythority, Ranchi,

(111 June 1979)
No, of Petitions  Sanctioned by barkg mem
gelected No. Amount Amount
families
20240 17717 6716 3714897 4044 2624343

Source: Regional Development Officer,
Ranchi,
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Ruzal Fmplovment
Government has taken up various programmes for

the uwpliftwent of rural trivals. However, these meésures
have not been implemented proverly and benefitg accured
to the tribals in the long run are very meagre., Publilc
works programme under various developmental schemes,
rarticularliy*food for work" heve provided some employment
to the poorer people in rural 9reas. The reports received
from the three digtricts of sfﬁékgﬁﬁé area indicate the
nmimber of mandays employment provided wnder 'food for

work'! programme as under.

Digtrict Mandﬁgs employment
(t1i11 %0 79 gince gtart)

Ranchi 1710460

Talam ‘ 2464307

Singhbhun 1039684

Source: ¥X,B. Saxena, Ibid., P.36.

Fowever there ig no account as to the share of
tribals in this employment. In fact these progrsmmes

are of very casurl rature and do not assure work for



81

a longer part of the lean season. The programmes could
not cover those areas which were facing acute unemployment.
Not only thig in the scrame for schemes, the bchoice was
largely determined by the degree of influence c ammanded

by Mukhiyas, In certain features serioug complaints came
about nonpayment of wages. The labour was chegted in other
vay. The recipient need cash and they sell part of their
wage (wheat) t0 have cash. The purchases are again same
traders who exploit the poor again by compelling them

t0 sell at 60 or 70 paise per kilogram., The benefits of
the schemes thus passed to 'Banias'.

Antyodaya was another pProgramme which cimed gt
identifyin~ five po wegt famllies in the village and
giving them finencial assistance in the form of loan so
that they could iuprove their income, But facts and
figt_lres say that this programme was al Ffar from
success., Accovding to figﬁres available in the three
digtricts of sub-plan ares placed at Table-15, 29240
families were identified deserving such asgistance under
this progranme, But only 4344 families received agsistance
under this programme. But only 4944 families received
asgis tance. Even on thege Pmilies, the programme did

not make much impact in view of the following reasons:



(1) In the selection of families poorest were not always
chosen. The choice of families was determined by local
Mukhia, (2) In most of the cases the quentum of loan
provided to the beneficiaries was too inadequate to
provide any viable income, (3) No attempt was made by

the local officers to prepare viable schemeg in consultati m
with beneficiaries and in mimber of cases the anount of

loan did not generate amy regular income,

Jationgl Ruragl Fublovment Programmg

Tatle 16 gives us a ¢ amprehensive picture of total
projects taken under IWREP programme in years, 1981-82 to
1084-85 in various blocks of Ranchi Sadar as well as
Khunti, subdivision. Through the table it is clear that
every Couservative year there has been an increagse in
the number of total projects undertaken in the Progranme.
Ag opposed to this every y ear government has failed to
complete the total projects undertaken except few blocks.
In some blocks the scenario isvery bad. For example, in
Lapyng block in Ranchi Sa&dar in 1981-82 out of 12
Projects only 1 project was completed. Similarly in
Taman block in Khuntil subdivision, in 1981-82 and out

of total 2% projects only 2 projects were completed.
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Manbes
Chanho

Bermo
Beron
Laping

Total

Khundi
Khunti
Ifonha
Hgniya
Tonpa
Karrs
Arki
Tamaxr
Bundu
Sanahatu

Total
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lahle-16
1981-82 '_1982-8% 198%-84 1984 -85
Total (Tr) Completed Total TP cP TP Cp TP CP
projects Dprojects(cs)ex panditure
16 16 4074 46 20 31 12 87 65
13 13 124847 26 11 48 40 37 31
15 5 18221 42 5 47 33 63 57
14 9. 167119 47 31 45 23 67 63
16 10 128500 54 8 93 8 230 191
15 0 17566 67 49 59 50 56 51
7 1 46916 47 25 71 43 84 69
17 3 105519 51 18 50 35 76 69
8 8 31912 8 8 2 0 5% 66 51
12 1 11765 34 19 34 13 66 80
19 3 41 29 10 10 33 25
18 15 46 24 34 14 61 61
11 5 20 8 26 19 34 25
15 15 27 27 28 16 59 50
23 0 65 42 34 16 55 52
%6 16 51 11 33 27 38 30
25 2 75 32 60 38 o8 84
24 12 45 41 51 22 o1 86
16 7 44 27 18 6 67 - 49

Sou.rce: ]}y.DeVP. Comggj g a9 0n B ki
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Foreat Baged Problemg

The Total area underforegt in Bihar contributed 21.4
Percent of total geogrgphical area of the JState in 196364,
Forest in Chotanagpur contributed 80.7 percent of the
total forest area of Bihar during the same period. 35
bpercent geographic area of Chotanagpur is covered by

foregstg., Thig is evident from Table below.

125556 1963:64 Eercentazg

Hazaribagh 43,6 48,1 23.5
Ranchi 26.8 2547 12,6
Palamu | 63.5 50.0 17,2
Singhbhum 51.4 46,8 1.2
Dhanbed 10.7 15.4 17.6
3. Parganas 23.4 23 .7 9.1
Chotanagpur 42.6 39,7 80.7

Source: Chief Conservator of Forests.

Forests have always occupied a gstrategicimportance
for tribal social economic structure., They have been a
gource of livelihood for tribals. Bat the collection of
fuood, fruits, raw materials from forests have been

restricted through a variety of administrative c hecks
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which regtrict the availability of food and reduce
income, The policy of govermmentis not in favour of

the local tribals who solely depend on the forests fo:
their livelihood. Even after independemnce one finds
government's policy to protect the ¥orests from the
people and not for the_people. The whole foregt issue and
legislation has its owmn cotexfuality. Before the advent
of the British in India, there was only customary
regulation of the peoples right over forests snd

forest produce, British government undestood the
commercial importaace of forest materials and enacted
laws to appropriave the resources., The first act which
came into existence was government forest Act 1865,

The act stipulates that government declare any land

" covered with trees as forests (Section 2). This act also

suggests the punishment to the offenders of rules.

Iater on Indian Forest Act 1878 divided forest
into three categories - reserved forests, protected
forests and village forests. This distinction is solely
based on the people's right over forest land and produce.
Aécording to Sedun 2 of this act the local goverment

was empowered to make rules to regulate and prohibit
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certain acts in protected forests and to notify any
forest or surveyed land as protected forest. Section 2(2)
of this act prohibits the illegal burning of lime or
charcol or removal of any fdrest produce, clearing jungle

for cultivation, graying field for cattle etc.

After independence though 42nd amendment forest
(enonsind . . .
was transferred to concesalment fest, aceprding to this
amendment the powers of state government wgs unfailed
over forest by promlgatiom of forest conservation
ordinance. This ordinance prohibited the state government
to transfer any forest land for non-forest use without the

Prior permissiom of the central governmerf,

Thus starting from British policy till the policy
of inderendent government, there has been progressive
reduction in the rights of tribals over forest, This has
affected their very survival and has fimally foreced

them t0 look for alternative occupationg,

An overview of the tribal gitugtion in Ranchi
district shows that in every field of thelr life they

are lagping behind their non-tribal farmers. Their



underdevelopment is incr@asnpg day by day at a faster
speed of nontribals due to in this region. These situatims
altogether have resulted in emrgence of various

movements,

Couxrge of the Movement

Iripal Movements (1900-1985): After the cruel repression
of Birsa's uprisings, the Adivasis remained quiegt for
about two decades. Young educated tribals were moved by
the pathetic state of their breathern and en urgeut need
for a united organization of tribals was Telt., Some of
the mogt popular leaders were Bandi Ram Oraon,

Rajur, Eleas Topno, Birgingh Munda, Jeel Lekra, Amand
Mashi, A new organization ca-lged Unnati Samaj was formed

which was later renamed as Adivasi Mahasabha in 1938,

Unynati Samai: Though it was found in 1085, it officially
came into existence in 1920. It was for the first time thaw
a formal organisati om was established with the support of
all major tribval groups, This inter-demominat.ional body
(Anglican-Ligthergn) voiced its concern in 1916 over the

" absence of secﬁrity for tribals and stressed the need

for the preservation of tribal identity in the cuanging
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Political content. 1

Unnati Samaj adopted a sonewhgt liberal and demo~
cratic gtyle of operation, They organised meetings from
time to time and submitted reports of thelr grievances to
the government. Unlike the earlier movements the Samaj
never even thought of violent demonstrati ons a.nd chlkmllenged
the British administration, Whabtever may be done in the
wgy Oof refpm elsewhere it urged“the aboriging of Chota-
nagpur may be left to adminigtration of European officers.2
There were twin objectives of Samajs (1) uplift Chotanagpur
from its backward state, (2) to improve forest, political

and economic conditiong of Adivasis.

These objecti wes vere propogatedthrough a magazine
called "Adivagis" which wag publighed in English. Mendi's
and Myndari, The main slogan of this organization was
"If we want to hold our own in India, we mu s hang
together or we shall be hanged separately". Though it
gought to0 spread its activities to villages, it essentially
remined an urban move ment. The period from 1920~30 marked
the mini-revivalism anong tribes very mudr on the terms of
Indian renaissance which stressed xefg{m to the golden

1. E.S.Singh, From Ethnicity to Regemematism -
A Tribal Society in India,p.199.

2 Ibid., p. 109,
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age o0f the commnity and formulated an individualistic
approach to reform and service of the community. It is

in this phase that we can trace the revival of Parha tribal
assembly. The society was able to focus the attention of
the guthorities on the problems of tribes., The Simon
Commission and the goverrment responded to the tribal
problems and sgwghht their solution within the framework
of exisgting political structure. There was yet no ideg of
separate gstate for adivasis but these mobilization took

place on the basig of ethnocentrism and brotherhood,

However, members of Unnati Sama] could not make wosk
togethex for & long time and some of them left., As 2 result
two other organisations namely Kisan Sabha and Chotanagpur
Catholic Sabha camwe into existence. The latter wa-s
dominated by converted tribals while Kis@n Sabha was

dominated by non-convert Adivasis,

Due to disunity among the members of Unmati Samaj
formation of Kisan Sabha armd Chotanagpur Catholic
Sabha Sama] became organic2lly wegk. The cnurch becae
active through converted Adivasis while non-tribals
fought through Kisan Savha., All thege factions played

importan role in the formation of Adivasi Mahasable
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un der the leadersghip of Jaipal Singh.

Adivesi Mahasgbha (319%8-47): “his period saw the rise of

militant movement under Adivagi lighasabha. The immediate
cavge far the formation of lighasabha was experience of
first elections held in 1937 under the government of
India Act 19%35. Congress had swept the polls. X.5.3ingh
considers two important sources which influenced Adivasi
Mahasabha: lot, Benpali-Bihari controversy and luuslim
League politics. The Benmlis felt that their interests
in Bihar were not safe and they could combine with tribals
to form a separate state. The Muslim League also thought
of Pgkistan in the sametime, They gympathized with the
tribals and gave fimanecial support to Mahasabha.l The
Sabha had two main objectives:2

(1) statehood for Jharkhand

(2) protection of the Adivasi against the exploitative

tactics of the Dikus.

In terms of organizational structure this new
body represented an advance on the earlier movement,
Commarded a wider political base znd pogsessgsed pan tribal

conposition and objectives.

1. Ibid., P.201. |985 (Swed

2, K.L.Sharma, Jherkhand liove rent in Bihar,
FP%, 1976, p.41.
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Both Samaj and Adivasi lMahasabha were loyalist.
The latter remainedoutside the mainstream of nati amalist
policies and freedom movement., Its president Jaipdl Singh
gave gupport to British war effort to which Congress wasg
opposed aml played a predominant role in recruiting trinals
for British arny. Unlike Unnati Sama j, lighasabha allowed
non-adivasis algo 10 become members in order to gvald a
clash between adivasi and non-adivasi Jharkhandias. It
deranded not the formati o of & '?ubsééégée', but complete
separation from Bihar. 4 series of vioclence inddenbs
occurred during this period which under scored the
mi litant nature of the movement., But by 1947, the militancy
had fa iled to pay off. The Sabha was routed by the Congress
in the elections held in 1946, The truck with HMusleme League

was broken and the Bengali~Bihari cmtroversy died down.

Jharkhand lovers h: In 50, Jharkhand Party came into
existence which claimed itgelf ag the main organizgtion of
the tribals. K.S5.%ingh hag devided the whole movement of
Jharkhand party in this region in following periods:l

1) The peak (1949-58)

(2) The decline (2058-63%)

(3)  Split am Radicalization (1963-76)

(4) Present trends (1977 - 85-86)

1. K.S.Singh, Tribal Society in India, p.203.[98S
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The discusgion of Jharkhand movemunt under the
analysis ol Jharkhand party herewith will proceed in the

above schematic pattern.

The peak: Jharkhand party emerged in situatim prior to
which there were two importent events - failure of |
militant movement and of the framing of Indian Constituti on.
The +trivals were recognised ag gpecizl category in fifth |
and sixth scheduleg, which provided them s.veral beneficiary
Provisions, The 1941 Census had given an exaggerated figure
of tribal populstron in Chotansgpur. The Census of 1951
like '31 showed that tribals were not a very large
commnity. In fact, they were never in ma jority in
Chotanagpur region, The Jharkhand party was thrown open

at least in principle as embodied in its congtitution
toall the Jhanthawdid 1 This was according to K.S.Singh

L This was

a Position frofn ethnicity to regionalism.
partly in keeping with the large political and geculsr
stance current in those days that language as 'regeon'!

not ethnicity should determine the formatim of province,>
The cawicept of Jharkhand was enlarged to include ail

regionsg that once formed the part of Chotanagpur

1. Tbid., P.202.([955) Sw
3. Ibid., P.202.(i355) Sngh
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administrative region. In this way it also included tribals
from Qraons Orissa, M,P,, Bengal., The method alopted by
party wes constitutional. “lthough the party was dominated
by Christians but there was a2 mAssive tribal core behind
it. This is evident from Annexure-I which sghows that the
party polled nearly 750,000 votes in 1052 and 57

elections.

In g0 meny respects the period from 1952-57

which saw the two elections were the peak period for

Jharkhand movement. Jharkhand had emerged as the major
party in Chotanagpur-3anthal Pargana region. The second
general elections had seen ivs extend its influence in

Orissa where it captured five seats and held the balance

of power in the state politics, It didplayed remarkable
unity, could mob.lige thousands of people and take out

(]
mamq$h processions at short notice.

The Decling: The phase from the late 50's saw the
decline of party. According to Mr X.S. Singh, following

were the impor.ant reasons behind %t -

(1) There was a growing impact of developmental
programmes on Chotanagpur and increasing involvemert

of tribals in developmental process.



(2) The split between tle advanced Christian and
relatively badkward non-Chrigtian tribals arising aut of
the competition for better economicgl facilities and
control over developmental inputs and resources deepened.
The non Christian tribals started looking to Congress
and Jan Sangh for support by late 50's. Many all-India

bparties emerged on the scene and strengbhened their

Premence,

(%) The experience of M.F, and Orissa wnich had given
repregentation to tribal interests in govermment and
council of minigters demonstrated that protectiam of tribal
intereste could be done through share in power for which

any rarty was enough and not Jharkhand party.

(4) Vost important was that Jharkhand party did
not have any agrarian programme. lost of the leaders
of the party were town based prdfessional who had little
concern for rural problems., Its ally was the Janata Party

which represented the zamindars of Chotanagpur,

(5) Lastly, the situation after 1963 had become
very critical, There was dissidence within the party
ariging out of the style and performance of leadership.

The party failed to press its demand at higher level e d
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it also saw a sizedble chunk of Jharkhand being given to

West Bengal.

Lack of funds and imporved sitructural facilities led
to strange aligrments with Dikb's, the traditional enemies
of the adivasis. The non-Bihari Dikus had a vested interest
in the movement to keep the Bihar dikus away. Yarty suffered
support was also given to many outsiders, These issues and
developments created strning wi thin the party which eould

be easily seen in the mid-term electiong in Orissa.

The electiong in 1962 showed a decline in nuuber
of votes polled by the Jharkhand to almost half of that
registered in 1957 and reduced its seats to twenty in

Bihar assembly.
2plit and Radicalizgtion

After fourth general elections despite Presence of
objec“;:ive conditiong of a movement, there was no unified
politicel system, The gtructure of the Jhak hand party
had been fragmented., Jharkhand parties broke into several
small parties formed by tribal sub-ethnic groups. This
phage bhad several important developments. There was @
distinet radicalization of politics . This was done to

the artioxlation of agrarian factor in the tribd
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situation. During the intervening years the agrarian

igsue had become worge. Incidence of glienation of land
belonging to tribals had shown an upward trend, construction
of industrial complexes had led to large scale displ acement
of tribalg from their land and their absorption into
industria; culture was very low, Census of 1971 discloged
an adgéggzgﬁstate of affairs ~ the percentage of S.T. 1n
the population of the district of tribal Bihar had f2llen
sharply during 190@-7¢ decade. In Ranchi from 61461 to
58-09 in Singhbhum from 47.3% to 46,12 and in SantlRl pargasna
from 38,24 to %6.22. This was not of slow growth rate of
trival population but also becszuse of heavy influx of

immi grants from other pgrts of Bihar,

The radicglizatia of the movement took place under
the influenceof Naxglite movement, infiltration by extremist
edements of tribal drranization and entry of leftist
parties in a big way. The developments during this Phase
. frg ol oy . : .
were in terms of : tribal party and factiomalisation
of tribal politics - rese& of urban pressure groups - political

extremigm agrarian radicalism and cultural revivalism,

The merger of Jharkhand party with Congress shocked

the hard core membersof the party who had fought for a
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separafe identity. It was stated that merger had not
been mtified by the general body of the party and so
it was technically deéective. Towards close of 1966,
Jaipal Singh encouraged by formtion of Haryana and Punjab
states called upon his people to act in the following
words -
"The days of begliging are gone., We ghall now
have to act in‘the Birsa Munda fashion to g¢ -
our legitimate demands., Tribals should rais: eir
hands against wrong doers and if necegsary 1

bwsam.wTwJJ

However nothing could come out in concrete terms, -
absence of 0ld guards and of charismgtic leadershi} ich
had held the party together created confusion and i w
political forces into disarrgy. As mny as nine gr«

or parties sprung up to £ill tle vacuum created by ger

and rump body of Jharkhand split up into four facti .

During 1963%-68 as many as three groups claig
t0o represzent the Jharkhand party on 28 Dec, 1967 al ndia
Jharkhand Party was formed., One of its first steps to

1. K.S.8ingh, Tribal Society in India,
P.2065,
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declare merger with the Congress effected in 1968 as
uncongtitution2l and void., Onz faction moved closer to
Congress(R). The split became permanent in 1971, the
first faction retaining the name of the party and the
second referting to the old name, Jharkhand Party.
There was hardly any difference of programmed content
between them., They cmtbtested elections and won seats

separately in 1969 and 1972 in Bihar assembly.

A mjor slit occurred in old Jharkhand Pafty when
the Santhals separated themselves from Chotanagpur tribals
and fommed thelr own party which was m@med as Santhal
Insurrection (locally called Hul). The Santhsls always
nursed @ grievance that they were more numerous than the
Mundas and Oraons. They did not commard adequate

influen ce in Jhaxkhand movement,

Another important aspect of this phase was the
emergence of urban presgide groups led by educated tribals
mostly Christian and Centred at industrial undertakings
and Compete to demand jobs for tribal youth in admini-
gtration and undertakings. Birsa Seva DAl (BSD) emerged
&g the most important of the urban groups. It was
egsentiglly a socio-political organization and not a

political party, as it did not cmbtest aryy election
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until 1980. The main objective of the Dal was seeking
a better deal for tribals in matters of employment, It
functioned mainly at two industrial centres of Jamshedpur

and Ragnchi,

The BSD Congtitution stressed the rde of
collective leadership to guide the People through
struggle.l This was noé achieved, The number of its
members fluctvated aroind 2500. From 196769 was a militant
Phase for BSD wiolent methods of gtruggle to secure tribal
rights were advocated, Meetings, processions, youth armed
with bows and arrovs, gheraoes and celebratians of Birsa
day were the modes of mobilization., B.3.D. demanded
creation of a geparate state, expulsion of non-
Chotanagpuris, agrarian reforms and measures againgt

moneylenders,

After 1967 the second phase of BSD movement begun,
The influence of CPI(L) and the missionariegs waned.
BSD pledged itself to play a Gwslilikewl  role and
adopt peaceful methods of gtruggle. Violent incidents

ceased, The BSD has almost ceased to exist in Jawshedpur

1. X, S, Singh, Trivael Society in India, p.211.
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where it gshowed some activity now and then.

The Ngxalite movement started in the heavily
forested regions of Chotanagpur in 1969- The movement
confined for two years. There 183 incidents involving
muwrder, dacoity, bomb explosions and violent clashes. By
the middle of 197% the Naxalite aciivity had been contained,
their topmost leaders arrested and thelr party headquarters

liquidated.

One of the most important development during this

period was the formation of Jharkhand lukti Morcha

(124) in 1973 with the objective of forming a separate
Jharkhand state ending exploitation of tribgals by non-
tribals, The JIW combined in its operations elements of
agricultural radicalism and cultural revivalism. The Morcia
has launched an operation to recover alienated land from
moneylendees and big veasants in north Chotanagpur.
Elements of ancient tribal gelf gover ment have been
revived, The Balsi (assembly) functions as a court without

court fees or pleaders and deals out simple jJjustice.

It is in this phase that two memoranda were

submitted for the Prime Minister during this period.l

1, K.L.Sharm, Jharkhand Movement in Bf%r,
EPV, p.42.
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Iregent Trends: The period from 1977 onwards marked

the erogion of electoral bages of Jharkhand Party and
its fragmentation, The tribal political scene witnessed
the impact of all India political parties particularly
Congress, Jan Sangh and C ommuni st Parties, The factiomlism
within the Jhathand party deepened. Instead of aligning
themselves with one another, Jharkhand parties have
preferred 3o align either with Congress or left wing
ratrties, Ethnicity has receded in thebackground and
Chotanagpur has been sucked into themadstorm of national
politics becaning as prone t0 election waves as any other

part of the counzxy.l

Jharkhand parties did not contest the Lok Sabha
poll as & party in March 1977, In the election of Bihar
assembly in lay 1977, all splinter groups of Jharkhand
party polled 81227 votes ags against 361187 votes in
1972. The Janats wave sgwept the tribal regios. IngpRte
of this October 1977 saw militant Phase of Jharkhand
movement, It originated in the statements by J.P.,
about the advisability of the formgtion of aall states
and by the plans of prime minister Charan Singh about

reorganization of gtates. These triggered off

1. K.S.Singh, Tribal Society in India, p.215.
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developments at two levels - in Chotanagpur: (1) all
parties including the Janata but excluding the Jharkhand
party came together to demé8nd a separate state for
Chotanagpur-Santhal Pargna regiom. (2) Jharkhand party
demanded the formation of Jharkhand State consisting not
only of Christian Santhal-Pargana region of Bihar,

adjoining agreas of Orissa, West Bengal e&nd M,P,

The movement lasted from vctober 1977 to June 1978
centred in south Chowanagpur. There were demons trat.ons,
gheraog, gtrikes., May 22, 1978 marked noncoopezation with
gover ment, Pay no taxes, block the development projects,
stop survey settlement operations, boycott panchayat
elections, burn the Komdu leaves, and s0 on. The call
wnilch lagted for 12 weekg from 22nd May to 17th August
did not achieve any magsive regponse bmt in Ranchi
district the authoritieg had cause for concern as land
tex callection cmsiderably dropped, The movement came to

an end in 1979.

The Jharkhand parties remained fragmented. In the
parliamentary elections 1980, the all-India Jharkhand
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Party which moved cloger to0 Janata Yarty W§n one pgrlia-
mentary seat, while the Jharkhand parties won another

in Ranchi and Marxigt Coordination Committee of Dhanbad,
the third. The Jharkhand party boycotted the State
agssembly electiong in 1980 as a protest against the

denial of the gack gymbol but its canlidates remained in
the field ag independemts. The BIP and Congress(I)
continued to dominate the strongholds of the old Jharkhand
rarty. The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha emerged as a major
politlcal force in the industrial and mining belt of
Chotanagpur and in state politics after 1980, The JIM

had earlief reached an electoral understanding with
Congress(II) which helped enormously J¥M in elections,
however it severely affected JIM's relations with its
consgtituents. As JIII moved closer to Consress(I) itg
relations with Mayxigt Coordination Committee weakened.
The All-India Jharkhand Party broke up its leaders joining
the Congress.The Jharkhand parties were wiped out for the
first time since 1952 -~ parliamentary election 1984, loosing

. 1
all the seats cptured during previous elections.

1. Ibid, p.216. Swih . toes
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The all India parties particularly Congress have
dominated the political procesges pushiing local parties
in background, This has happened because of deep divigion
among tribal people sharpened by growing stratification
in tribal society with their new middle class, joining
hands with non~-tribal counterparts in Congress rvarty and
elgewhere, The two Jharkhand parties tmt remain in the
fray survicing around their leaders, zre confined to
Manda and Santal areas. Attempts are occasionally made
by them to revolt their o0ld zeal for creation of a
geparate diate. Recently in the first week of January
1986, there was a2 massive rally of tribals in Dhanbad
and Dumka, Cver 10000 tribal men, women and children armed
with bows and arrows gathered to observe Jharkhand Mukti
Diwgs, "Jharkhand Rajya alag Karenge ham, Bihar me
Nehin Rahenge",l was the main slogan of the rally.

The rallies were organized by Suraj Mandal and charismatic
Sibu Soran under JiM and till recently the movement rarely
drew support from non-lribals or frowm the major political

parties.

Thus the period 1977 onwards had two digtinctive

characteristics. Firstly, it marked the creasion of a

1. Indig Today, Feb., 28, 1986, p, 64,
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political base of Jharkhand party and the ground they

have logst to the all India parties, Secondly, while tribal
ethnicity has receded in the background, the regional
factor has come to the fore, Almost every all India party
including the Congress having a tiying to form @ 'regional
set vp' and supporting overtly or covertly the concept of

political or cultural antonomy of Chotanagpur,

Ag far ag the cuestion of separate Jharkhand state
1s concerned, in the light of political & tuations and
gtrength of various Jharkhand parties the hope is very
bleak, One of the main problems for a separate Jharkhand
state ig accegsion of 16 districts of various states
which will torether constitute a semrate Jharkhand gtate.
It may not be possihle for Orissa or for that purpose any
other gtate to give up its territory for the formation
of a geparate state, This is no doubt a very important
point which may emérge. However the movement leaders
perceive thig question in altogether different way. For
example N.E. Horo, Fresident of All India Jharkhand
Party and presently a member of Bihar Legislative
Assembly said respective states might be having their

own interests in not giving up various disvricts,
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But they have nos done anythingfor the development of
these digtricts. It is only through s separste state

that these areas will develop% They have heen sending

the copy of some memoranda every yar to the prime minister
for a separate state. The only new addition which was not
in 197% memoranda is that they want a new state within

the Indian Union and within the provision of Indian

Constitution,

It ig very difficult to say vhat will h&.pen with
the separate state demand of Jharkhand pragrties. But the
movene 1t leaders are sure of getting it., N.Z. Horo is
trying to mobilise all other various groups who are also
fighting for the same caus:in futuve. He is trying to
get 2all the different seciions on a United front without
merging of social parties with AIJP., This united front
will start agitetion through popular democratic methods
such as dharna, demonstration etc. for achieving their

long cherished derand.

1. ¥.R.Horo in a personal interview on
18.6.86 ot his Ranchi residerce.
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COIC LUSION

In the light of previous description we are gble
to make following important observationg regarding

inberlinksges of structure-development and movements.

In Chapter I we have cungidered gome general
informations regarding Munda snd Oraon's social structure,
Their main cancehtratibn area in the Chotanggpur #egion,
important aspects of their soci o-economic system. Along
with it we have also discussed state systeg, sccial
stratification and genesis of various factors which
disturbed their social structure and led to varicus

novements.,

Historically spesking Munda and OCrgon precolonizal
economy was Prosperous. They had their own land system,
The lunda gysten wes known as Khuntakattli gsystem while
Oraon gy gtem wag known as Bhuenhari. For them the
settlers who cleared the jungle and settled dowm were
the original holders of the land or Khuntakattidaxs.
After them the property rigit was passed to the sas of
the khuntakatedar farilies increased the whole villege

was occupied by descendent of one family. That vill age



wag calleld khuntakatti village. In course of time vhen
geographical area and resources became gcarce the grouds
of one village Tamily left for another area and kept
themselves in t uch with the oripginal descendents. Thus
all those w ho descended foom one village ancesior formed
& clan, Their entire soci o~cconomic gystem and political
stroctuvre wag based on thig clan and ownerghip of lznd,
They were indeperdent in forming their owvn socio-pclitical
gstructure without the help of any overlord or king as
such, Theirv illages were ruled by their own headmen who
rerformed social and judicial functions. But their
Position was ecval in the village and did not enjoy awy

Privilege out of their office.

Orzons, other settler of Chotansgpur influenced
the Mundas in Torming the socio~economic structure of
each other and ggreed to elect a common chief (Raja).
But the king —as not suppresed to hold any property.

He orly enjoyed subscription and other privileges
voluntarily provided by Mundags to Crgons. Till the 17th
century Ifunda« anc Orsons lived peacefully under the
headmenghip of their Raj. Unfortunately the Chouvanagpur
Raja was imprisoned by the lughal emperor Jehangir and
was kept in Gwallr jail. This is the place where the

Chotansgpur Raja came in contact with other Hindus and
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Muslim leaders and knew their administration. On

his areturn from the jail the Raja started introducing the
same administration. Several owlgduw weTe
invited from Hindu regions. In turn the people were
distributed subscription by king. However these subscri;
ptions was very inadequate, They soon started to claitﬁ
control over land from which gifts were collected. Raja
readily transfferred land to their outside non— 't_:r'ibl-e
servants, This is the beginning of the modern 'd,;ku'
Problem in tribal regions. When British came to this
region the whole administrative stmcture was changed.
The British government patronised the court priests and
jagirdars who had already started grebbing tribal lands.
The gituation of land alienation became vexy seriocus
after 1965. Irrespective of due respect to the +tribal
gocianl cultural matrix the British disintegrated their
entire struciure from 18%4 onwards., British government
got direct control of Chovanagpur an: started its own
social, polidical and judicial system which was useful
in the whole set up. The British initiated a process

of land ovnership determination on the basis of writien
docunments, The lendlords and outside non—-tribals showed

the wfitten documents which they have received from



Raja. The tribes had only the proof of burial stones on
their lands which legally did not meke any sense for
British law gsystem., In turn the local afministration was

in favour of landlords.

The culmination of all thege exploitative mechanisms
which affected the Mundas and Orgons gave rise tOfyarious
tribal movements which we have discugsed in Chapter II.
Some of the importamt movemerts in this period were
Sardar Laral, Birsa uprisings and Tana bhagats., These
movenents were essentially a reactiom to the entire |
gploitative and alien policy of British governme nt, In
this period the movements were forged with religious and
spiritual elements. The various movements did not go in
vain. Until pgovernment was forced to take several measures.

In 1969 the government pagsed Chotanagpur Tenures Act

and Sametani Bhuanhani operation came into uprergtion which
continued till 71880. However ultimate condition of tribal

to
exploitation did not come/an end.

In Chapter III we have discugsed the second phase
of tribal movements (1906-1985). This phase witnssed
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tribal movements organised on mass scale. Movements
involvement invdved elements of ideology. This is the
Period vhen tribals also participated in national
movement under the leadership of Gandhi,., This phase
witnesged mags cale of conversion of Mundas and Orgons
into Christiarnity. The growth of Christianity in this
region gave them a new sense of loentity ami growth of

individualism as well as self adbealiow -

The main movement in this phase is Jhmrkhand
movement, which emerged asprotector of tribal interests
and savoiur. Jharkhand movement has psssed through
various phages., 1951-52 wag peak period for the party.
In first general election Jharkhand mrty got 32 seats
in Tegislative Asgembly in Bihar and was the main
opposition party. In 1955 the party submitted a memorands
t0o State Reorganization Comrittee, The Committee rejected
the demand of the party. The period 1955 onwards marks
the decline of Jharkhandparty due to persmal politics
and rivalry within the party. The emergence ofother
national politicsl parties such as Jana Sangh, Swatantra
Party, Congress Party and their interest in tribel
politics cresgted further cleavages in the organisati onal
structure of trival polity. In 1962 general election

Jharkhand Party won 20 seats and made alliance with



ruling party (Congress). This had very serious repercussions
for the activists of the mowvement. Thig alliance firally

led to split of Jharkhand party into Jharkhend Party,

Akhil Bharatiya Adivasi Bikss Pegrishad, Birse Sema Dal

and several other minor tribal organisations came into
eXigtence, This is the period when radical elements,
Nexalites, also came into the tribal politics. In 1973
Jharkhand Mokti HMorchs started its loot against oppression.
In 1976-77 Sebu Soren launched a massive programme to

capture the land under the leadership of JNM,

Ag far as the reasons behind these various
movements are concerned, they are not radicelly different
from the earlier phése, Some of the problems had their
rooss in the British exploitative policy. Later on after
independence some of the o0ld probvlems were continuned.
ftainly the reason has been the underdevelopment of
tribals éa this area, the ignorance of govermment in
developmental work, land alkmenation, displacement of
tribals, forest-based problems, bonded labour gystem, neavy
unemployment and presence of several.exploitative
mechanisms, In nutshell we can say that as far as the
tribal scemdrio ig concerned political independence of
India has not brought any remarkable charmge in tribal

econony.,
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Wow we are in a position to make gome comments
about the nature of gocial movements in this region
We have geen that in order to understand the genesis
and causes of any'movement, it is proper to place the
movement in the gocio-economic structure of the community
concerned, It is advisatle to understand the relation of
the community with other communities of that region,
developmenﬁ scenario of that community, its share in the
soci o-political decigion making of the society etc. Some
of these issues become very important whenever we try
to understand movements related with minority community
of ary nation or those sections of society which have
experienced socio-economic depression and deprivation
over a large period of time, In most of the cases, the
movements started by these deprived communities are for
the betterment of their sod o-economke structure,
thrust for longer share in the distribution of
developmental benefits, greater participation in the
decigion making process of the society. In third world
countries of the society where an attembt has been
made by Trespective governments to improve the socio-

economic standard oi deprived communities through
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their integration in the mainstream of other societies.
Thig integrative policy has not alwagys been fruitful for
the canrmnit8es concerned., In this process they have
widened the gap between rich and poor, generated social
conflicts rebels and revolis. These revolts emerged

in the process are not abnormal in nature, They point

out the structural maladjustment of policy and its
implementation on the one hand and its proper appreciatim
by the communities concerned. over and ahove these trends
are inevitable in the integration of any community. It
is only through locating lacunaes in +the developmental
plan, through Jjdst distribution of developmenval benefits
we can overcome these conflicts which are generated in

thé process.

Mogt of these trends we have noticed in tribal
movenents taking place in Chotanagpur region. Following
important reasong can be congidered responsible for the
failure of developmental plang and its instrumental role

in generating movements.

One of the very important reason behind failure
of government's plan is inadequate avpreciation of the

plans by the comrunities concerned. Developmental plans
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for tribals have failed because of neglect of its proper
gocio—~cultural content. Various plans have hardly involved
the tritals in the preparation., The greatest irony is

that plans are outlined in airconditioned rooms through
abituat

%}s&xici_formulations. After all development is a
participatory process, 1t nmust involve the people, their
perception, attitudes for whom we are plamming. One of the
Possible ways t0 overcme these botllenecks in development
is active involvement of gociotogists and social anthropo-
logists as well as experts who have located the nerves of
tribal scemario. In this process any ethnocentric biag
should be avoided. Developmental plans must take into
account the cultural milieu, their perception, attituder

ete, "hat ig important and viable from the point of view

of researcher may not be the same Pfrom the communities.

Another related problem in the deVelopmental plans
is its implementation agpect, Governnent is very proupt
in starting various new plans and programmes, but it does
not examine its pProper implementation witnh the sanme
promptness. We have geen how non-tribals get more benefits
from tribal plans. Every plan and its implementation

bottlenecks should be thoroughly located by governmens
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authorities within a stipwlated time framework,
Persmg involved in the implementation should be

dealt with strictly.

In the final analysis it can be said that
tribal and Wibal problems require an emphetletic

attitude rather than gympathetic one,



BIBLI OGRAYHY

BQQKS

Alav1, Hamza and Teodar, Shanin (ed), 1982, Sociology
of Developing Societies, Macmlllan

Beteille, Andre, Six Essays in Comparative Sociology,
P,

Bose, N,K., 1961, Cultural Anthropologzy, Bombay, Asia
Publishing House

Brown, R.C., 1952, Structure and Function in Primitive
Society, London, Cohn and Yest

Belznick and Brown, 1976, Principlegs of Sociology,
New York

Dhandari, J.5. and Singh, Bhupinder, 1980, The Tribal
World and Its Transfer Nations, Concept,
New Delhi

Camerdn, 1966, Modern Socidlogicel Movements - A Socio-
logical Outline, Random House, New York

Chaudhary, Budhadeb, 1982, Tribhal Developvment in India,
Inter India Pub., New Delhi

Diwarkaer, R.R., 1959, Bihar Through Ages, Orient Longmen,
NWew Delhi

Firth, Rgynond, Elements of Social Organization

Fuchs, Stephen, 1965, A Study of Messianic Movements
in Indlan Rebellions, Asia Publishing House,

Bombay

Prank, A.G., 1975, On Capitali st Underdevelopment, OUF,
Bombay

. Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin

America, Pelican

Ghurye, G.S., 1963, Scheduled Tribes, Popular Prgkashan,
Bombay



118

Gurr, 1977, Vhy ien Rebel, New York

Ggufield, G.S,, 1965, Protest, Reform and Revolt,
John Viley and Sons, New York

Hoffer, E., 1951, The True Behaviour, New York

Hunttingtton, 1968, Political Order in Changing
Societies, Yale

Johnson, Chalmers, 1964, Revolutim and the Study
Hoover Instltute Studies.

Xroeber, K.L., 1958, Anthropology, University of
Chicago

Kosembi, 1973, An Introduction to the Study of Indian
Missory, Popular Prakashan, Boubay

Lerner, David, 1968, Social 4Aspects of lodern in
D,L. hJ.lls (ed) International Encyclopaedia
of Social “ciences, Vo0l.10, P.387

Mogbonae, Akin L., 1980, The Developmen t Process -
A Spgtial Perspective

Marx, Karl, 1976, The German ideology, lioscow

Mishan, E.J., 1969, Welfare Economies, Ten Introductoy
Essavs, New York

Nadel, S.F., 1957, The Theory of Social Structure,
London, Cohn and West

Oppenheimer, Franz, 1914, The State

Pragad, Narmedeshwar, 1961, Land and Tribal people of
Bihar, Btwri, Ranchl

Pathy, Jaganmath, 1984, Tribe, Peasantry Dynamics of
Devel opment Inter India, New Delhi

Peere, Dialectica and Functionalism in H.J. Dimeruth
and R. Anderson (eds) System Changes Conflict



119

Rao, M.S.A.(ed), 1978, Sociology of Social Movements,
Manohar

Redfield, Robert, 1056, Peasant Society and Culture -
: An Anthropological Apprisal to
Civilization, Univ. of Chicago

Roy, S.C., 1970, lMundas and Their Country, Asia Pub.
House

Runciman, ¥,, 1966, Relative Depriveation and Social
Justice, Berkeley

Roy, S.C., 1915, Oraons of Chotanagpur, Ranchi

— 1928, Oraons Religions and Customs, Ranchi

Saxena, K,B., 1975, A Report of Trival Development in
Bihar, An Apprisal, Bihar Tribal
Research Ingtitute, Ranchi

Singh, XK.S.(ed), 1972, Tribel Situatidn in India, IIAS,

Simla

. (ed), Transformation of Tribes and
Their Economles

_— 1966, Dust Storm and Henging Mist -
story of Birsa Munda lovement, Calcutta

I 1985, Trival Society in India, kgnoham,
New Delhi

Shils, Edward,1968, Interngtional Encyclopaedia of
Social Sciences, Macmillan

Singh, K.S. (ed) Trim] lovements in India, Vol.I and
II, Manohar

Shanin, Teodar, 1971, Peasant and Peasant Societies,
Yenguin

Spencer, Herbert, 1885, Principles of Sociology



120

sanlins, Marshall, 1958, Social Stratification in
Polynesian-American Ethnological
Soci ety, Tribesmen

Smelser, Neil, 1962, Theory of Social Behaviour, London

Singh, Bhupinder and Misre, S.N. (eds), 1983%, Tribal
Area Developnent, SSRD

Sengupta, Nirmal (ed), 1982, Fourth Vorld Dynamics,
Jharkhand, Authors Guild Fablication

Srinivasg, .M., 1965, Social Change in Modern India

Vidyarthi, L.P., Industrialisation in India - Case of
Bihar

(ed), 1081, Tribal Development and Its
Admini stration, Concept, New Delhi

Wilkinson, 1971, Socimsl lovements, Lonédon, Pall Mall

Vilson, J., 1973, Introduction to Social lovements, New
York

Thapar, Romila and Majid Siddiqgui, Chotanagpur = The
Precolonial and Colonial Situation
in Race and Society, UNESCO Press

Sinha, S.P., 1968, The Yroblem of Land Alienation of

Tribals in and Around Ranchi (1955-65),
DI'RJRI, Ranchi

PRINATY S OURCES

1. Records from the Office of Dy, Development
Commissioner, Ranchi

2. Records from the Office of Additional Collectorn
(Iand Revenue), Ranchi Digirict, Ranchi

3, Records from The Office of Ranchi Urban Area
Development, Authority, Ranchi



121

LRIICLES

Bailey, F.G., 1971, "Caste and Tribe in India",
Contributions to Indian Sociclogy, Vol,.

Vas, A.N., 1081, "Agricultural Labour in Bonded Freedom",
EPY, May 15 '

1975, “Peagants Structure in Chotanagpur',
EFW, barch, D.

Dhary Hiranmay, 1980, "Split in Jharkhand Mukti Morchat,
EPW, 2nd August, p.

Pathy, Jaganath,1976, "Tribal Studies in Indis: An Apprisal",
Pagtern &nthropologist

1081, "Imperialism, Anthropology and Third
World", EPW, April 4

1982, "Politics of Tribal Welfare, XXXV(4),
Eastern Anthropologist

1976, "8t - lMyths and Reolity", p.l2-14,
Mainstreanm, Vol,14, No.30,

Roy~Burmegn, B.R., 1068, "Some Dimersiong of Transformation
of Tribal Society in India", Journal
of Social Regearch

1083 ,"Trans formation of Tribals Anglogus
Social Formations', EPW, Vol ,XVIII, 2nd
July, Ho.2T7, D.

Sen, Jyoti, 1966, "Proplems in Tribel Transformation",
lan in India, V0l.46

Sinha, Surjit, 1281, "Tribes and Indian Civilization:
Transf amation Process in Modern
India", MNan inIndia, Vol.61, No,2

1062, "g$tate Formation in Tribal India",
Ian in India, Pp.35-80

Continuua" in Central India", lan p

1062, "Tribe, Caste and Tribe Peagant Ig’f,,,’\,b ‘
in India, 42, pp.38-57 o
-



122

Sinha, S.C., Sen, Jyoti and 5. Panchabi, 1969, "Diku
among theTribalgs of Chotamagpur",
ligsn in India, Vol,49, No0.,2

Gupta, Dipankar, 1986, "Tribal Develcpment in Vest
Bengal District - Programnes, Structures
and Frocesses", EPW, Vol.XXI

Gough, Kathleen, 19274, "Indian Peasants Uprisings",
EPW, Special Number, ».170

Singh, K.3., 1071, "State Formation in Tribal Society -
. Some Freliminsry Observations", Journel
of Indian Anthropological Society, Vol.
VI, No.2, p.170
e 1082, "Transform@tion of Tribal Society -
Integrations, Assimilation", EPW, Aug.
14-21., pp.1318-25, 1376-1%84,

Sinha, Arun, 1276, "loney Lender and Reign of Terror",
EPY, Jan., 17

- - 1978, "Bihar's Resurgent Aidivasisg", EPW,
oth Sept,.

Sachchidanand, 1955, "Caste and Class in Trital Indian,
Illan in India, Vol.35, No,3

Seers, 1977, "The New lieaning of Development",
Internagtional Development Review, No,3

Sharm, X,I., 1976, "Jharkhand Movement in Bihar",
_ Ebv, Vol.XI, Nos. 182, 2nd Jan., 10th
Jan., P.

Steve, Jones, 1978,"Tribal Underdevelovoment in Indianv,
Developnens &nd Change, Vol.2, ppr.41-70

Sugna Paul and Mannu Bhandhar, 1976, "Tribe", Sunday
liagazine, StatesrAn, 5th Dec,

Saxena, K.R,, "Tribal Development in Bihar" in Bulletin
of the Bihar Tribal Welfare, Regearch
Institute, Ranchi, Vol.XXvV, No,182, 1983



gnnexure L

Performance of Jharkhand Parties in Bihar

Yepoxr Votes polled Seats won in Seats won in
for state state asgembly the parliament

———oB8sembly —

1952 766366 33 3

1957 726239 32 5

1962 432644 20 3

1967 172123 8 1

1069 223327 ’ 17 nil

1971 343374 - 2

1972 361187 8 - 1

1977 81227 1 *

1980 399574 14 1

1984 - - -

1985* 438300 9 -

*J ML

Source; Office of the Chief Elections Officer,
Bihaw, Patna, General Elections 1977 (Rihar).
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