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Chapter 1

Introduction

The establishment of the State of Israel brought a significant change in the political dynamics
of the region. Its Declaration of Independence® aspired for religious tolerance and peaceful
coexistence, but the Arabs in Israel have to struggle for equal rights. The Arab community
which suddenly became minority from majority faced a lot of discrimination in the years
preceding the Declaration of Independence. They were soon put under military restriction
where they were deprived of many basic rights of freedom. In terms of political rights also,
Israeli Arabs were not allowed to form their own political party. In terms of religion and

language as well, Arabs and Arabic became minority in Israel.

Apart from political rights, the socio-economic conditions of the Israeli Arabs have never
been satisfactory and when compared with the Jews, they have lagged behind in every sector.
During the initial phase, the biggest challenge was to protect the rights of Israeli Arabs who
were given equal status. However, the persistent threat from the Arab countries and periodic
wars made Israeli authorities more sceptical about the intentions and loyalty of their Arab
citizens. This resulted in the authorities placing various restrictions on the Israeli Arabs with a
noticeable absence of Arab parties to represent the voice of Arabs and their rights.> Moreover,
Arabs in Israel have faced many issues related to discriminatory laws. On one hand, Arabs
have suffered from multiple immigration problems in the past. On the other hand, Jews have
reaped benefits from laws like ‘law of return’, which was enacted two years after the
independence and which gives immediate citizenship to any Jew who migrates to Israel from

the Diaspora.®

Since the first elections held in January 1949, Mapai, the forerunner of the Labour party, had

a separate list through which Arab members could contest the proportional representation

'Declaration of Independence, Tel Aviv, 14 May 1948, http://stateofisrael.com/declaration/, accessed on 26 June
2012.

*Mark A. Lewis, “Historical setting: Israel Arabs, Arab land, and Arab refugees”, in Helen Chapin Metz,
(ed.) Israel: A Country Study, Washington: GPO for the Library of Congress (1988), http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?frd/cstdy: @field(DOCID+il0032)

*Mark Tessler and Audra K. Grant, “Israel's Arab Citizens: The Continuing Struggle”, Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 555, Israel in Transition (January 1998), p. 99.
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based elections. The Arab population had no choice but to vote for the Arab list affiliated to
the dominant party. Between 1948 and 1966, the formation of separate Arab parties was not
possible due to various social conditions as well as political restrictions. The options of the
Arab electorates were limited to communist parties which did not face harsh measures

because of their moderate approach.*

The communist party Maki took a particular interest in the welfare of the Arab minority and
opposed the military administration of the Arab-inhabited areas.® It fought the discrimination
against Arab citizens, whether by the military authorities or by Labour Party affiliated trade
union Histadrut. Later, dissatisfied with its party, the Arab faction formed a new party called
Rakah. Gradually, small parties like Democratic Front for Peace and Equality kept on

working under the framework of the communists.

Various attempts were made to present an Arab political front, which eventually resulted in
the formation of Arab Democratic Party (ADP) just before the 1988 Knesset elections and
this marked a new phase among the Israeli Arabs. The formation of ADP can be attributed to
the decline of Labour Party and the Arab dissatisfaction with it. The signs of decline of the
Labour Party were visible from the 1965 elections when share of votes polled by Labour, its
Arab affiliates and the left leaning Mapam fell steadily. These parties polled 54 percent of the

vote and secured 67 out of 120 Knesset seats, yet their share of Arab votes fell considerably.

In January 1988, Israel’s first independent Arab party was formed under the leadership of
Abdal Wahab Darwishe. One of the reasons for the formation of this Arab party, apart from
the growing dissatisfaction among the lIsraeli Arabs, was the outbreak of the Intifada in
December 1987 and the support given by the Israeli Arabs to the Palestinians in the occupied
territories. In addition to pursuing their struggle for progress and equality, the Israeli Arabs
supported the Intifada through material assistance and a measure of political activism.®
Since 1988, many Arab parties came into existence and have been contesting the Knesset

elections. While Ta’al (Arab Movement of Renewal), Balad (National Democratic Assembly)

*There were some attempts to form a pure Arab political party during the initial days. The most important was
al- Ard which was established in 1960. The government initially refused to give the legal status. Later, on the
with intervention of Supreme Court al-Ard was allowed to function. However, al-Ard had to fight many legal
battles with the government and in 1965 the party was finally banned; Ibid., p. 102.

®llana Kaufman, Arab National Communism in the Jewish State, University Press of Florida (1997), pp. 27-28.

®Alexander Bligh, “The Intifada and the New Political Role of the Isracli Arab Leadership”, Middle Eastern
Studies, Vol. 35, No. 1 (Jan., 1999), p. 138.



showed radical viewpoints, United Arab List and Hadash (Democratic Front for Peace and
Equality) remained moderate.

In the 2003 elections, the total number of Israeli Arab members who entered the Knesset was
twelve including four members who were elected on the list of Zionist parties (two each from
Labour and Likud). In 2006, the number of members from the Arab parties rose to ten and
three Arab members from the Zionist list (two from Labour and one from Kadima) were
elected and this brought the total of Arab MKs to 13. In the 2009 elections, the number of
Arab members went up to 14 and this was the highest number till date. Eleven Israeli Arab
members came from Arab parties and three from the Zionist parties (one each from Likud,
Kadima and Israel Beitenu). Later this number went up to 15 when Raleb Majadele entered
into the Knesset on the Labour list as a replacement for Yuli Tamir. Thus, in spite of the rise
of Arab parties, the Zionist parties still managed to get a fair amount of Arab votes from the
Arab sector of Israel. Though the percentage of votes have gone down since 1988, even two
decades after the formation of the ADP and the presence of other Arab options, mainstream
Zionist parties manage to get around 20 to 30 percent of votes from the Arab sector. In the

last three elections, the Zionist parties secured one-third to one-fourth of the total Arab votes.

The proposed research will examine and analyse factors responsible for the Israeli Arabs
voting for the Zionist parties. This research has been limited to the study of the Zionist parties
Labour, Likud and Kadima and the three Knesset elections held in 2003, 2006 and 2009. The
2003 Knesset elections were the first ones after the al- Agsa Intifada.” By then, all hopes
were lost over the Oslo peace process. The Arab parties were aggressively campaigning
against the Zionist parties and some Zionist parties campaigned to ban Arab parties. Though
there was a relative drop in the Arab turnout, the election was not as dramatic as it was
predicted. This fall in the turnout was proportionately more significant within the Jewish
sector than in than in the Arab sector. The Zionist parties still managed to secure around 30
per cent of votes of which Labour, Likud and Meretz combined share was more than 20 per

cent.

The 2006 Knesset elections were not as difficult as the 2003 elections but they had a new

entrant, the centrist Kadima which won the largest number of seats. It also managed to get a

"The al-Agsa Intifada, BBC News, 29 September 2004. http:/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/3677206.stm,
accessed on 20 June 2012.



great deal of Arab voters. Most of the Arab voters were those who were disillusioned by the
policies of Likud. The Labour Party got around 12 per cent of the Arab votes and Kadima got
nine per cent. The Likud could only manage less than one per cent and Meretz got around 1.5
per cent of votes. In 2009, a different trend was seen in the Arab voting pattern. The Israeli
Arabs were dissatisfied with the government over the Gaza war.? The situation became more
complicated due to the radical reactions of the Arab parties. Many Arab Knesset members
supported Hezbollah during the Second Lebanon War® and Hamas during the aggression
against the Gaza Strip in December 2008.*° Such a treat intensified the existing rift between
Jews and Arabs within Israel. The elections saw a decline in the Arab votes for Zionist
parties. The Labour Party got the biggest setback and Kadima gained the votes that were lost
by Labour while Likud managed to get fewer Israeli Arab votes.

One reason to explain this trend is that a big section of Israeli Arabs felt that voting for Arab
parties which promote separatism, would only increase the social and economic gaps between
the Jewish and Arab populations. Moreover, an open support to organisations like Hezbollah
and radical methods taken up by some Arab Knesset members create a deeper wedge between

. This trend hampers the development measures™ taken up by the

Arabs and Jews in Israe
government to improve socio-economic condition of Arabs. The general demand for the
improvement of socio-economic condition of Arabs has forced a sizeable population of Arabs
to rethink their support for Arab parties. Voting for Zionist parties could help them to address
their issues on a larger platform. Moreover, a large number of votes go to Zionist parties
partly because these parties, Labour, Likud and Kadima (since 2006 elections), field Arab

candidates to attract Arab voters. These parties reserve Arab seats in their elections list. Thus,

®Yehuda Ben Meir, “Operation Cast Lead: Political Dimensions and Public Opinion, Strategic Assessment”, The
Institute for National Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv, Volume 11, No. 4, (February 2009),
http://www.inss.org.il/publications.php?cat=21&incat=&read=2634, accessed on 12 June 2012.

® The Second Lebanon war started 12 July 2006, shortly after the formation of new government and become the
source of huge embarrassment for Israel. It was 34-day long conflict between Hezbollah in Lebanon and Israeli
Defence Force, see: Shlomo Brom and Meir Elran, The Second Lebanon War: Strategic Perspective, Institute of
National Security Studies, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv (2007).

Hisham Naffa, “The Palestinians in Israel: A View from Haifa”, Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 38, No. 3
(Spring 2009), p. 56.

Hillel Frisch, “The Palestinians are Part of the Old Arab Order”, BESA Centre, Perspectives Paper No. 158, (5
January 2012).

Y2 Prime Minister s office, Press release, Archives (21 March 2010),
http://mww.pmo.gov.il/PMOENg/Archive/Press+Releases/2010/03/spokestart210310.htm, accessed on 20 June
2012.
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for Israeli Arabs, it becomes easier to bring reforms through the Arab candidates represented
by the mainstream parties. Hence a large part of the population votes for these Zionist parties
including the right wing Likud.

Another reason is the composition of religious groups among Arabs and their voting
preferences. An initial research suggests that Christian Arabs prefer secular or mainstream
parties than the exclusively Arab parties.'® The initial research suggests that Druze, who have
traditionally been aligned with Zionism, serve in the army, and repeatedly declare their

support for the Israeli state, are also inclined towards Zionist parties.
Proportional Representation System

Proportional representation system is a concept used in the political system to elect members
of the Parliament or legislative assembly.'* Under this system, the number of seats won by a
party or group of candidates is proportionate to the number of votes received. ‘Israeli
legislators (MKSs) are elected through a state-wide system of voting, in which the entire
country is treated as a single electoral district. Israelis cast a vote for a single list of
candidates.”*®> However, in Israel, there is a threshold limit and all the parties that cross the
election threshold are represented in the Knesset in proportion to the number of votes they
received. Thus, only those parties which cross the threshold limit, are represented. This
threshold limit has been increased from time to time as it started at one per cent of total valid
votes for the first elections, went to 1.5 per cent for the 1996 Knesset elections and to 2 per

cent for and since the 2006 Elections.

The concept of PR system, as it is popularly called, particularly in the set up like Israel, gives
a wide opportunity to the smaller parties to enter the Knesset. That is one reason why this
kind of system is strongly supported by smaller parties. The rationale behind this is that the
PR system gives a wider range of representation and since smaller parties are also able to

enter into the parliament they favour this system. However, this system has kept the Israeli

Hillel Frisch, “The Arab Vote in the Israeli Elections: The Bid for Leadership”, Israel Affairs, Volume 7,
numbers 2 & 3 (Winter/Spring 2001), p. 162.

“Douglas J. Amy, Proportional Representation: The Case for a Better Election System, (pamphlet)
Northampton, MA: Crescent Street Press (1997).

> Alex Bain, “Israel Flawed Electoral System: Obstacle to Peace and Democracy”, Middle East Institute, Policy
Brief, No. 32, (February 2011), p. 4.



politics in an unstable mode since its inception. As a result of this wider representation,
smaller parties have entered into the Knesset and played a crucial role in the formation of
various governments.*® Often these smaller parties have blackmailed the big parties in their
promise to give support to the coalition. The example of the 18" Knesset makes it evident.
Likud which was the second largest party, with a vote share of only 21 per cent, formed the
government with the coalition of Labour, Yisrael Beitenu, and Shas. ‘As a consequence,
while the three smaller right-wing parties received 10 ministerial positions (along with

significant veto power over policy), the largest party Kadima was left out of power.”*’

Such bargaining is not new to the Israeli political system. In every elections smaller parties
come out to support the coalition for the some gains. The coming chapters will highlight how

smaller parties have been instrumental in the collapse or formation of a coalition.
Zionism and Zionist Parties

Zionism is a national movement of Jews which holds up the concept of Jewish national
state.'® It is a form of nationalism where Jews protect their culture and support the existence

.2 Although the term Zionism existed in the 19" century, it gained

of the state of Israe
currency in the first quarter of the 20™ century. Zionism as an ideology has many dimensions
such as General Zionism, religious Zionism, green Zionism, to name only a few.** However,
all these different dimensions are unanimous on one issue which is the concept of homeland

for the Jewish people.

The conception of Zionism itself arose on the ideology of the existence of an ancient Jewish
kingdom of Israel referred as ‘Ancient Israel’ and sometimes called as the United Monarchy
of David and Solomon in the eastern Mediterranean region.** The prolonged statelessness and

sufferings during the Diasporic experiences culminated in the form of the longing for a

®Ipid., p. 5.

YIpid., p. 5.

B\Walter Lacquer, The History of Zionism, Tauris Parke, London/ New York (2003), p. 384.

Y0scar Kraines, Government and Politics in Israel, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston (1961), p 63.

2Zjonism, Jewish Virtual Library, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/zion.html, accessed on 26 June
2012.

#LJohn Rose, The Myth of Zionism, Pluto Press, New York (2004), p. 7.



Jewish national home in the land of their ancestors. The political parties in Israel which
believe in the concept of Zionism are termed as Zionist parties. Among the major mainstream
parties Labour, Likud, and Kadima all three fall into this category. Among others, National
Religious party (NRP) and Meretz are also Zionists with different objectives. The distinction
becomes more apparent when one compares these parties with other religious parties in
Israel. Ultra orthodox parties such as Degel Ha’Torah and Agudat Israel, which jointly
contest the Knesset elections as United Torah Judaism, are anti-Zionist and do not accept the
cabinet positions in the government because such an act signifies their recognition of a
Jewish state which does not comply with the Jewish religious laws (Halacha). The other
religious party, Shas is orthodox but non-Zionist in its orientation.

Political Parties in Israel

The political parties in Israel can be divided into four categories. They are Left, Centre,
Right, and the Arab parties. Since the establishment of the State of Israel, many political
parties were created and disintegrated. Some merged into another party to form a bigger

party. However, there were only few major parties which survived and grew stronger.

The Labour party, Meretz (erstwhile Mapam) and Maki fall in the category of Left bloc.
Labour party was the erstwhile Mapai which was the major party till the arrival of Likud in
the Israeli politics. Labour party was the first party to recognise the Arab community in Israel
and organise a separate list for it.”* Maki was the Israeli communist party and went through
many change and splits. The roots of present day Hadash can be traced to Maki, a party with
the objective of Jewish- Arab unity. Shinui and Kadima can be put in the category of centrist
parties. Shinui was a centrist party which gained massive votes in the 2003 Knesset elections
but disintegrated after 2006 elections. Kadima, formed in 2006 by Ariel Sharon, was the
largest party in the 2006 and 2009 Knessets.

In the right wing bloc, one can be put Likud, Yisrael Beitenu, and religious parties. Likud was
formed by Begin. The latter formed a government in the aftermath of the 1977 elections with
the help of religious and right wing parties. Among the religious parties, National Religious

party (NRP), United Torah Judaism, and Shas are the major parties and this ‘religious bloc

2Don Peretz, The government and Politics of Israel, Westview Press, Colorado (1983), p. 95.



maintains consistent strength between 12- 15 per cent of the electorate.’”® The fourth and
final bloc is of the Arab parties. The Arab parties first appeared on the political stage in the
1988 elections. There are few major Arab parties which have shown consistent appearance in
the Knesset. Parties like Hadash, Balad or National Democratic Alliance (NDA), United Arab
List (UAL) fall in this category.

The Israeli Arab Population

In 1945 and 1946, the population of the British mandate was of 1.8 million. The Muslims
were around one million, the Jews 528,000, and the Christians 135,000.** However, after the
1948 war between Israel and Arabs, only 170,000 Arabs were left in Israel which further
decreased to 156,000.2° In 1948, 82 per cent of the Israeli population was Jewish, and almost
all of the rest were Arabs. In 2007, 76 per cent were Jews, 19 per cent were Arabs, and 5 per
cent were non-Arab Christians and persons of other religious denominations whose religion is

not recorded in the population registry.*®

During the first decade of the existence of the Israeli state, Nazareth was the largest Arab
town. The Arab population of Nazareth in 1958 was around 25,000. ‘Most Arabs lived in
Western and Lower Galilee and the Mount Carmel area.’?’ ‘The second region where Arabs
were concentrated was the “Little Triangle” in the centre of the country bordering Jordan.’®
Around 20 per cent of the Arab population lived in this area, which was ceded to Israel by
Jordan as per the Armistice Agreement signed in Rhodes in 1949.% Apart from these two

localities, Haifa and Jerusalem (the western and new part of the city which remained with

Z1bid., pp. 112-113.
A Survey of Palestine: Prepared in December, 1945 and January, 1946 for the Information of the Anglo-
American Committee of Inquiry, Vol. 1, Government of Palestinian/British Mandate (1945-46), p. 46,

http://www.palestineremembered.com/Articles/A-Survey-of-Palestine/Story6582.html, accessed on 22 June
2012.

#«The Arab Population in Israel”, Statistilite no. 27, Central Bureau of Statistics, State of Israel (November
2002), p. 2.

%<|srael in Statistics, 1948-2007”, Statistilite no. 93, Central Bureau of Statistics (May 2009), p. 2.

?’Rebecca Mayer, “The Development of the Islamic Movement in Israel”, Institute for Israeli- Arab Studies, Vol.
3, Issue 6 (44) (August 1993), p. 3.

%Sami Hadawi, Israel and the Arab Minority, New York: Arab Information Centre (1959), p. 3.

“Mayer, “The Development of the Islamic Movement in Israel”, p. 3.



Israel since May 1948) were two more towns with a sizeable Arab population during the
1950s.

Table 1.1: Comparison of total fertility rate by religion, 1955-2001

Jews Muslims Christians Druze
1955 3.64 7.96 4.85 6.58
1960 3.49 9.31 4.61 7.88
1965 3.47 9.87 4.74 7.61
1970 3.41 8.95 3.62 7.46
1975 3.21 7.75 3.35 6.85
1980 2.76 5.98 2.68 6.09
1985 2.85 4.86 2.12 4.47
1990 2.69 4.70 2.57 4.05
2001 2.54 4.60 2.50 3.1

Adopted from: “Statistical Abstract of Israel”, CBS, 1955-1990; also Calvin Goldscheider, “Arab lIsraelis:
Demography, Dependency, and Distinctiveness”, Asian and African Studies, 1993, p. 67; also “The Arab
Population in Israel”, Statistilite no. 27, Central Bureau of Statistics, State of Israel (November 2002), p. 6.

During the military rule over the Arab-inhabited areas (1948-1966), the health and medical
issues were affected and it resulted in a high infant mortality rate.*® However, the Arab
population of Israel never declined but rather increased with a slow pace. There are a few
features in the Arab demographic changes which could be observed in the five decades which
followed the establishment of Israel. These demographic issues have been a bone of
contention in the Arab- Israeli relations. The first feature is that since the 1970’s, while the
younger generation of the Jew population is moving ‘dangerously’ toward the zero population
growth, the Arab Israeli population is growing significantly.*! The second feature is that while
the demographic growth rate of Jews is mainly due to the immigration waves after the

|,32

establishment of the Israel,” the Arab population growth is the direct result of the decline of

®Calvin Goldscheider, “Arab Israelis: Demography, Dependency, and Distinctiveness”, Asian and African
Studies, 27 (1993), p. 65.

*1pid., p. 65.
#2Two growth waves can be highlighted in which Jews immigration was highest. The first growth wave in which
immigration was high was between 1948 and 1952. In this period, around 500,000 Jews migrated to Israel from

Arab countries. The second high growth wave is between 1990 and 1991. During this period around 400,000
9



the mortality and fertility rates.® The fertility of Israeli Arabs increased till 1965 and
decreased later, indicating thus improved social and educational conditions. However, when
compared to the Jews, the fertility difference was still high (table 1.1).

The third issue is related to the internal migration and the urbanization of the Israeli Arabs.
Till the abolition of the military rule in 1966, the Israeli Arabs were restricted from moving
freely within Israel but after 1966, they were free to move. This change gave Israeli Arabs an
opportunity to look for better facilities in the cities and small urban centres. The population of
Arabs in Haifa in 1948s was of 62,000 but only 3,566 remained after the establishment of the
Israel.** After the end of the military rule, the Arab population of Haifa increased to 8,000, in
1972 it reached 75,000 and in 1983, the population of Arabs rose to 36,500.*> The migration
indicates the rural-urban migration processes because of the better opportunities created in

the cities.

As highlighted by table 1.2, the Arab population kept increasing throughout the decades. The
other reason why the Arab population started to increase with a healthy rate after the June war
was because of the improved social, economic, and health conditions which were providing
better fertility rate. As Israeli Arabs were free to move after the abolishment of the military
rule, they could also involve themselves in trade and commerce within the territory. If Jews
and Arabs were interacting at the political level, there were still very limited interactions

between Jews and Arabs based on social motives.

Among the Israeli Arabs, Christians were better off than Muslims and Druze but among all
the three communities, Muslim Arabs had the worst social and economic conditions.*
Christians’ social and economic conditions were better throughout the six decades of the
Israeli establishment. Among the total population of Arabs, the Muslims currently represent

80 per cent of it. Conversely, their population was not as high in 1948. As can be seen in the

Jews migrated from the former Soviet Union. For details see: Total Immigration by Graphs, Jewish Virtual
Library, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Immigration/imgraph.html, accessed on 26 June 2012.

#Goldscheider, “Arab Israelis: Demography, Dependency, and Distinctiveness”, p. 67.
*Ipid., p. 75.

%< ocalities and Population, by District, sub District, Religion and population Group”, Statistical Abstract of
Israel, 2.7, Central Bureau of Statistics (2008), p. 2.

statistilite no. 27, pp. 1-12.

10



table 1.2, Muslims represented around 69 per cent of the total Arab population in 1954. This
shot up after 1967 for the reasons discussed above, and henceforth increased with a decent
pace particularly in the 1970’s. One of the reasons was the improved social and economic

conditions and better fertility rate after the abolishment of the military restrictions.

Table 1.2: The Arab population, 1948-2001

Year Total Arab population | Percentage of |Percentage of Arabsin
(in thousands) Muslims the total Israeli
population
1948 156 NA NA
1954 192 69 12
1961 247 69 15
1967 390% 73 15.5
1972 472 76 16
1976 955 77 16
1982 684 77 16.3
1987 794 77 17,
1989 843 78 18.2
1990 875 77 18
2001 1100 82 19

Source: Central Bureau Statistics Yearbooks, 1948-1990; also Calvin Goldscheider, “Arab Israelis: Demography,
Dependency, and Distinctiveness”, Asian and African Studies (1993); also “Israeli Population Statistics”, Jewish
Virtual Library, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society & Culture/demographics.html, accessed
on 27 December 2011; also “The Arab Population in Israel”, Statistilite no. 27, Central Bureau of Statistics,
State of Israel (November 2002), p. 3.

*The Arab population increased suddenly after the 1967 war when east Jerusalem became part of Israel.

Demographic Divisions since 2003

The Arab population just before the elections of 2003 was 1.2 million, around 19 percent of
the total population.®” By the fall of 2002, the Arab population located in the Northern district
was the highest among the six districts of Israel. The Northern district had a population of

596,000 on the eve of the 2003 elections. This means that almost half of the Arab population

bid., p. 2.
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in Israel live in the Northern district. The next most Arab populated district in Israel is
Jerusalem.® At the time of 2003 elections, the population was 237,000, which is less than
one-fourth of the total Arab population in Israel and less than half of the Arab population in
the Northern district. However, even the Haifa district has substantial Arab population with a
number indicating 196,000, which constitutes 14 per cent of the population. The Arab
population in the Southern and Central districts is 137,000 and 126,000 respectively. The
most striking feature of the Arab demographic divisions is that only 16,000 people live in Tel
Aviv district which constitutes one per cent of the total Arab population in Israel.*® This is
also surprising because this goes against the cosmopolitan culture of Tel Aviv when compared

to a religious city like Jerusalem.

The Israeli Arabs comprise three prominent religious groups namely, Druze, Muslims and
Christians; 82 per cent of the total population are Muslims, 9 percent are Druze and 8 per cent
are Christians.*® There are differences in the geographic distribution of the three religious
groups. According to the government figures of 2003, almost all the druzes live in the
Northern district (80 per cent) and in the Haifa district (19 per cent). The extent of the
concentration of Christians in these two districts is 70 per cent and 13 per cent respectively
while significant numbers also live in the Jerusalem district (11 per cent), in the Central
district (3 per cent) and in the Tel Aviv district (3 per cent). Muslims are more widely
distributed among the various districts; 40 per cent live in the Northern district, 21 per cent in
the Jerusalem district, 15 per cent in the Haifa district, 12 per cent in the Central district, 11
per cent in the Southern district and one per cent in the Tel Aviv district (table1.3).* These
districts are further divided into different localities. These localities are based on the ethnic-
religious population living into it. By the end of 2002, there were around 119 localities in
which the Arabs represent almost the entire population. In these localities, 71 per cent of
Arabs live, while another 24 per cent live in eight localities which have been defined as
“mixed” localities by the Central Bureau of Statistics. The “mixed” localities are: Jerusalem,

Tel Aviv-Yaffo, Haifa, Lod, Ma’alot-Tarshiha, Nazerat Illit, Akko and Ramla (figurel.1). One

%8 Arab population in Jerusalem includes areas annexed by Israel flowing the June 1967 War.

$«Government of Israel Official Document on Population and Localities by Districts and Sub- Districts”,
Statistical Abstract of Israel 2003, Central Bureau of Statistics data, State of Israel (2003), p. 2.

“Ogtatistilite no. 27, p. 2.

“pid., p. 5.
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per cent of the population lives in some Jewish localities and the remaining population lives
in Southern localities which are not defined by the Ministry of Interior.** Around 4 per cent,
mostly Bedouins in the south of the state, live in places that are not defined by the Ministry of

the Interior as localities.

Table 1.3: Arab population, by district, 2003*

Total |Jerusalem|Northern| Haifa | Central | Tel Aviv | Southern
district | district | district | district | district | district

Population 1,302 237 596 190 126 16 137
(000)
Population 100 19 46 14 10 1 10
(%)
0% increase 3 3.1 2.5 2.5 3.0 2.9 55
%Arab of 19 29 52 23 8 1 14
total
population
%%Muslims 82 95 71 81 97 77 100
of all Arabs

*Source: Government of Israel, The Population of Israel 2003, Statistilite no 50 (2003), p. 1.

Out of all 116 Arab localities, nine are cities, 74 are local authorities and 33 are rural villages
belonging to regional councils. These 119 localities increased in 2003 to 122 Arab localities
in the end of 2003. All the 122 Arab major and minor localities lie in the six districts of Israel.
Nazareth has the largest Arab population of Israel. Apart from Nazareth, there are eight more

Arab-dominated cities.*®

Among the religious groups, the Muslims and Druze reside mainly in the areas where they
are in majority. Until recently, this was also the case with Christians but in the recent decades

with the low population growth, they have become in minority in many regions.**

“2Government of Israel Official Document on Population and Localities by Districts and Sub- Districts,
Statistical Abstract of Israel (2003). p. 2

*Government of Israel, “The Population of Israel 2003”, Statistilite no. 50 (2003), p. 1.

“Statistilite no. 27, p. 3.
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Figure: 1.1

Rise of Arab population in the mixed localities, 1990-2001
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*Source: “The population of Israel 20027, Statistilite no. 27, Central Bureau of Statistics, State of Israel
(November 2002), p. 3.

Comparing the 2002 Arab population data to the past decades, it appears that the rate of
increase of Arab population in lsrael is the highest of the world.* The population is
increasing with the rate of around three per cent. The graph below shows the rise of
population in the mixed localities. This demonstrates that in every mixed locality, the Israeli
Arab population is increasing with a very high pace. Thus, a close analysis can now be done

on the basis of the above data about the voting behaviour of Arabs in these districts.
Survey of the Literature:

The review of the literature is divided into three broad themes. The first theme deals with the
demographic division of Arabs and their socio-economic advancements before and after the
outbreak of the Al Agsa Intifada in September 2000. The second theme deals with the voting
pattern of Arabs till 1999 Knesset elections. The third theme deals with the voting pattern of
the Israeli Arabs s