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hat hardly been Studied in depth and properly analyseds
bis study oims at mmmm the probiem sgeinst 4ts

Lenguege i8 sn mmu part of tho nationel
quastion, The mntional question embreces the antire
complex of relotionship between ethnio communities and
aiso betweon existing natione snd those nations which sre

@ process foymaliow. 1 48 thelr economie, sociel,

mumm, linguistio, and ideologiesl manifeststions,
Hence an attempt hos been mede in the first chepter to
underatand the languege problem in the econtext of the
pational question in India, We have also tried to exsmibne
verious coneepts ilke *"nation” and *nestionsiities vhieh
are relatod %o the problim,

Then we come to the specific csse of AsSem, A
thorough understanding of the Pots of the social tension
in its historiesl Ww%w is neceos

the sense thet it secks to provide constantly oxpending
ond deepening insights into a ocourse of events wmu
itself progresaive, That 1s what 1 should meon by

- . -



Saying thet we need a construotive outlock over the pest,®
MM, the seeond mmmmwmmwm
mm:m&mmmtmm axm problem,

in the third chspter we have taken up the cshe
after Indepenience, Ve have malnly dealt with the languoge
movement arising out of the declaration of offieial lsnguage
and Yogional medium of instyuction, e have also tried to
enclyse (po doubt very eketohily) the verious forees inwolved

setdonal poditice eentred on languege which ha# resulted

exemindng this problem, the attempt throughou
has mmwm wmmmwummmmu

awtmmmmmt mmwwmwmn
mprebonsive pocount evallsble,
that of Gy GeAt's « 4 liotoxy Of 48820 « 45 no doubt good
enough o o ploneering wm mg' as bappens with all
IR od for study, it ia

mdertake a vest perl




guste for a M study, MNost of the work which 1»

are, no Mt mm % know verdous ineldents m»mmm
ealiy, but they do not try to examine the problem analytically
and do mwt give the clue to undesstond the verious foyeos
eould mot shov the interplay of vardous oless forees in
these movements, Ueeupationel deta would have helped in
WWM tho true bode of the Assemese/bengall rivelry,
is mot avsllabie sepspetely in the Census Reports,
what would have resliy helped.is interviewing ,
poople involved in these movements shich we could Mt do
due to short time ot our dlaposal,

koreover, uith al) these shortconings ond
aiffioulties in getting data, we have tried to meke an
objective study of the problon a8 far o poSaible within







CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM ¢ THBEORY AND HISTURY

bhumen communication, In a multilinguel country like
ours, languege cch also become a dividing fastor,

Longuege issues eamnot be treated in isolation
fyrom the *national questiont and more fundements
the class correlations fxisting on the basis of the relations
of produetion, It becomes nationsl along with the success
of commmiity exehange whieh integrates nations, Upon
this formstion, the nation State 18 epoeted as the most
eonvenient profiteble and normel arens for the play of
capitalist relations, In its widest sense the natlonel
question embroges the enmtire complex of relationship
betvoen ethniec communities and sbove all between nations,
that have alresdy been estoblished, and those in the
proeess of formation, in their economic, soelal, juridieal,
political, linguistie, ideologieal eud psychologieal
Wwwmmx

.angunge, therefore, is part of a wider scolal

question, w, the need to study the fommer in the wider

context of the latter, Jhis study is intended to be

1 Lagarev, M.S., ode, Qxiontal Countrise Today (Calcutte,
1976), wol. 2, pe AR
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solely WM to the langusge problem in ASasm, But
before going into o detolled study of Assem, ve would like
to exsaine in this chapter the langusge problem in the
eontext of different foeet of national prodlem in Indis,

(g) She historienl stage through whieh the national probiem
in our country hos been peseing; (D) The multinationality
character of the Indusn Union; and (e) The uneven develop-
ament of reglons inhabited by voricus nationalities,

Bach epoch fills the "nationel question® with
its own content, though the old forms persist ani the
national question remains the asme, 7The natlonal question
that liarx ond tngoels foged was shaped by the politieal
framework of Eurcpe at that time by e balenge of power which
opposed the "revoiutionary democr:tie" naotions of the west
to the reasecticnery nations of the East centred on Csayiem
and ameli netions movement sponsored by ite> Ihey fevoured
Polish indepenicnce and the bresk.up of the sustro Hungerian

ehy in the interests of Iurcpeen democraey, It, thereforve,

apprears that "the interests of the liderstion of a number
of big and very big metions in turope pate higher than the
interests of the movement for liberation of smell netions®,>
The national question that Lenin fooed vwes very different
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in econtent, It wes baSed on the system of Great Powers,
on the conversion of the revoiutionary demoeratie nations
into imperialist oppression nations, on the common frout
of Czariom ani iurvrean eeplital and on the struggle to
divide up the world market on o new basis,

* Injepemdent, of/but locsely conneeted, provinees
with seperute interests, lows, governments and system of
texation becsme lumped tegether into one natlon, with one
govermment one code of laws, one nationel eisss intersst,
one frontier and one customs tariff,*$ The worde wnatioms
and netional, refer evidemtiy to the “tate and the people
having a State, and not to the pationality in the sense of
descent end lsnguege, when in the jjapifesto Mers and
ingels Spesk of a national struggle mgcd’ on the seale of
the entire “tate it i8 equated dircetly with the clesa
struggle, Only such s eentraiizetion of the atruggies of
the workers on the scele of the State could orgonize the
wrkers &8 g ciess to the elass of bourgeoisie and give
these atruggles the atemp of politieal atmu;n.a

whien Marx and Engels speek of the struggle of
the proleteriet against the bourgeoisie as one that 48 at

Wammgn«mumwmum

Precisely
but a ewa t’ﬁ M
e ~ g give m aversge




tional, they evidently have in mind e struggle

weged at first within the fromework of a single Stete o
18 clear from the resson givem, that the proletarist of
eseh eountry mst, of ecurse, firet of all settle matters
vith 1t8 oun ‘bourgeoisie!, But from tals point of view,
the emergonce of the proletardat to be the Lesding elsss of
the natlon, its constituting itself n8 the “nstiorn likewise
tﬁ:ﬁ on a very definite meaning, I1I¢ asys that the
proleterict must at first be guided by ¢usting State
borders must rise to be the lending clsss within the
existing State, That 18 why it will at first be "so fer
notionel” « though not in the bourgecis sense of the
wid « for the bourgevisie sees 1ts gonl e8 political
detashment of the people fyom esch other and exploitetion
of foreign nation by its own, OB the other hand, the
vietoricus working class will from the beginning work towarda
the elimination of nationsl, hostilities and antagoni
of Mm' By its hegemony it will ereate conditicns

sntegonism between elasses vithin the
hes, the hostility of one nation to another

will ecme to an end,° Thereby creating the conditions
for a stateless soelety of producers, i,e, comzunism on

8 wrld scale,
For larx, the netion as o historieal ecategory

laky, "uoTker ené Fotherland® (A note tm a
: ' ,’-'”" panist an)’ Ealony e DG BRY
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agose {xom the shattered rulns of the ecommnity as an
expreasion of "eivil soclety*, Hense a nation is wt a
comunity either cconomie, ethnis, iinguistie or cultural,
For eommunity 18 a proegepitalist phencmens ani vhose
disintegration is the besis for the ereation of nation.
States, “The cwalsening of the masses from feudal lothergy,
and thelr struggle against all national oppressicn, for
the sovereignty of the peuple of the matlion ere progreasive,
Henee, it is the larxists! bounden duty to stand for the
wost pesolute cnd consistent demoeratism on all sspoets of
the national question,’ 1This is preeisely by, Lenin
eould talk both of combating netionalism of every kind and
uphold the right of selfedetermination =e o strategy for
broadening the hase of working eless movement in the
Fussian eontext,

ationnlitiss asye separate linguistie cultugsl
ethnie fomoations, which existed prior to eapitalisn and
econtinne to exist for sn indefinite pericd under eapitalism,
listionaldty thme is predominsutiy a fom of pre.¢apitalist
rozmundty on whose disintegration the modern eapitallst
soeciety gots erystelilsed, If these still continue to exist
under oaspitaiiam it is either Gue to the backvard (nation
of the copitalism) o the long durstion of pre.cepitalist
survivals, Jhus, it is clear that natlonality in its

‘mw E SinrRe eg %ﬁa i
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pure form belongs to the epoch of loeslized economies, The
develorment of commerce and industry breaks down the derriers
in a given natlonslity ani between vorious nationclities of
a given evuntry, lerz considering thia a8 a progresaive
phenomenon voted for free traie o8 agalnst protection, for
the former “brecks up old netionalities and pushes the
antagoniem of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie to the
extrese point,C In o developed 9late’ eepitalist soclety,
nationaiities 4if at all they exist, exit or contimme to
survive a8 a mere community of descent and language,

Nations, on the other hend, are comstituted by e
historiesl proeess apecific to the esrly stages of eapitalism
and their unity embodied in and mediasted through the State,
In its formation, the netiocn may foliov two possibie lines
of evolution; 4t may arise out of a mumerically preponderant
single bationality or it may fuse seversl distinet

nationeiltics of more or leas equal mmmeriecsl welght into
one framewori,

The categorical demand of lerxisn theory in
exenining eny soelal question is thet the question be
formilated within Gefinite historieal limits, end if 1%

8




refors @ & partiouler country (e,gs tho national progromme
for a given country) that due cecount be taken of the
8naclfic foatures that distinguish that country from othors
vithin the seme historieol &poch,’ Here the question
arises; uhst does this eategorieal demand of Marxism imply
in applisation to the question vwe are discussing;

it impiles that o striet distinetion must be drewn
between two perlods of espitalism, which differ radleally
from each other a8 far o8 the national movement i8 eoneerned,
Un the one hand, the period of the eolliapse of feudcliam and
abeojutism, the period of the formation of the bourgeois..
society and state-.uhen the national movement for the first
time become mods movements and in one way oF anothor draw
all classes of the populestlon into polities through the
press, participsticn in representative institution, ete,
Un the other hand, we have the periocd of definitely formed
espitalist stotes with a long estedlished eonstitutional
rogime, with a strongly developed antogonism between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, the period that mey be
eanodﬂwmatwiwwwemmw

rpiecl features of the first pericd sre the
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pessants, tho moat numercu® and the most "sluggish® section
of the population, into these mmm, in econnsetion with
the struggle for politiesl liberty in gemeral, =ns fory
nstional rights in particulsr, 7he typiesl features of the
Beecond period ere the sbsonge of maSs bourgeoiSe.demoersti
movementa, tho faect that developed ecpiteliem, uhile
bringing the nations that have alresdy been fully drewn

sommereial Anterecurse elosSer together and eeusing them
to inter-mingle to an ineressing degree, brings intov the
forefront the antsgonisn between internetiounally united
capital :-nd the intermatiovnal woriking class mvmnt,n The
bourgeoisie play the leading role in its ereation, and
tho mariet 18 the £iyet school in whieh the bourgecisie
lecrns its nationaiism, Thus the national struggle is a
struggle of the bourgeolsie smong themSeives, A national
movement 48 in its esoense slvsys e bourgeois struggle, one
that is chiefly favoursbie to and suitsbie for the
bourgeoisie,

~ The epoch of clessieal bourgeola rewolutions

(Burope) in whiech the rise of espitsiism had destroyed the
pre-gapitalist pelatioms and formed the nation States, either
out of s single nationality or cut of seversl nationsiities
bty destroying the basis of their existoune,

11 1Ibid,, pe 323,
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in the eclonized countries under the impact of
imperislism, the sceleties concerned were drawn into the
copitalist networi, sond the resultant elass-formations ond
the development of the nation in its vericus cherssteristics
are linked to the fight for nstional iidepation,

The epoch of imperdellism and colonial,national
libepation movements, where the sapivstions of the eolonial-
bourgeoisie to form its own natior state, toke manifestetion
in bourgeois national movements, whoSe opposition to
imperialist oppressicn i8 ecnsidered as progressive from o
proletarist standpoint, It aiso has the most significent
ferture of opposition to bourgeois nationslism, i,e, the
natlonalism of the masses,

Having considered the question of nations,
nationality ani their historie spocificities in different
epochs, we feel that the langusge which is o mere attridute
of & given mﬂamutr in its per-gspiteilst form, taokes
up & different eheracte
fact that

lenguage 18 en attribute of ope nationality, it tends to
strengtien the naticnality mevely a8 a lingulstie community,
dissolving at the seme time all other aspeets of noticnality,
The emergence of a nation state, thepefore, is mwt o produet
of the linguistie togcotherneas but vige verse, 70 streteh
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of eapitallst development, the destruetion of cultures
languages of other nationslities irreclovent for this
process, is = progressive phemomena, YThe question of
national oppression 18 o different ose and speeifiec
backvwerd econcmies of Fussis and Pastern Murope, Iu India,
ve fwr:gu%om problem remeins unsolved lesding to the
emergence of vordous problems like eostelsm, commnalism
end separotismeeiinguistie, provineisl and reglonal, There.
fore, it has to be cunerctely studied and its speeifie

g Bhd

charaotoristica delineated,

Indie wos fully integrated into the world
capitaiint economy in a subordinate colonisl position during
the nineteenth ceutury, Lt emerged as a elassie eolony
playing a eruclal role in the develorment of British
cepitalian,’® The purpose 15 to understand our pest smd
present, and to use history to shed light on the present,
Here what has to be kept in view is that eolonialism in
Indla was a8 modern e historiesl phenomenon o8 ingustrical
eapitelism in Britain < in fpot the two developed mom”

18 Bipan Chendre, "Modern Indis and Imperiaiises
nﬁﬁ at a afﬁm at sustr-lia in September

13 A8 J,5, Furnivell put ity "kocdern Indies Grew up with
hm o_JeSe Ay LOAR ~




onoly va® o8 much o part of vorld

capitaiion uhich needs to be viewed as a single worlde
wide system, of uhieh eolonial ecomomies were cn integral
part, 9he historical process that led to this eojionisl
iutegration inevitobly ied to the underdevelorment of
India, | |

uhile the uhole country was yoked to the service
of the pritish metropolitan finanee mpita&h% intercots
end altiough there vere wide disparities in the development
of the different rarts of the escuntyy o8 also betwsen the
8ceGalled British provineos o8 s whole =nd the pringely
atates - there wes no single region that prospered at the
mtat%amtefﬁmmﬂwu ¢n the subservience to
the motropolis.eolony nexus led to a moye or leas comparoble
level of development of the three widely dlspersed regions,
around the three majo¥ port-towns, Galeutts, Boubey end
Medres,

Grovwth of traie snd eoumeree in eolonial India
meant the ereation of jobe ond educational opportunitd:
in the eosstal contyres, This jed to the emergenee of some
consumer industyies in these enclaves and hence to the
development of a merchant capitalist ciass, whieh started
to invest in industry, This gave these Peglons a lead
stert over other regions before lndependence wes achioved,

14 Ajit Roy, "National Pmba.m w :im:-a m Pros
Revolut. Bm Russie®, Soelal Sclentis }
1976, p. 264
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Yoday, those disparities have beed aceentusted and exagere
bated by the later uneven develoiment of Indie,

48 the Indisn State, though under the hegemony
of the national eopitalist clads meinteins its autonomy
over these cladsed and tries to mediate the intercsts between
them, the contradietion between various eloscas and between
the State and classes, ot times, take severe manifestations;
Une such menifestation is the fommation of iinguistie
States, The fomstion of iinguistie Stetes should also be
mammmmwmmmmatmmmu
structure on a federsl baesis to mediate varicus cless
interests, Therefore, we find in the fifties cnd sixties,
violent struggle for the ereation of linguistie tates, S

Another feoetor in the uneven regional development
woS the growth of the education syatem, India had been
1ittie devoloped and efforts at development had brought ebout
a nev unevenness in the Social and econcmie strusture of the
ecuntry, There were keen internal rivedries but thego were
botween custe and eeste, ecnmunity end community, and
1ot between class cbd oless, loreover, these groups which
felt & ainilarity of interests were themselves more the
produetion of bureaueratiec initistive than of escnoale shange,
Singe these groups ean be largely identifled with the men

18 For QW m i, DeB o Indie
tions of Slow Capd Mﬁwmm@t
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educeted in iestern Styles, and singe it uea these men whose
hopes and feers went into the buliding of the new eBscoine
tions thet emergoed as the Indien listlonel Congress, o
coneoptionel aystem based m SAdieg rather than on classes,
wuld seem more Mum

The Indish eepitalist elass, in the strigtly modern
sense, aroSe during the British pericd, It arvse o8 &
consequence of o mumber of measures sdopted by Eritish rulers
to tramsform india into & colony to subserve their own
interesta, From the beginmning it posseased one important
charseteristies "t did mot develop oby orgenie iink with
British capital, it ves mot integrated with foreign eapital
in Indie®, ihile the Indien copitalist elass was mot a8
a class integrated with British espital o subordinate poaition,
the eccnony of whieh it was e part vwes 80, 1,0, c0loniasily,
integroted with ond subordinated to world eapitelism, Sinee
it is the ccomomy that is colonialiy subordinated =nd Ptruce
tured and not the espltalist elmss, the latter on the one
hand struggle against imperiecliism snd for independent
capitalist development, and on the other is compeilied to
compromise with imperieliom beecuse the structursl links
with the world eapitalist ecomnouy wesken the position of

16 (Cembridge
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eapitaliom in e colonial or execolonial an

The Indlan eapitalist clasa fully reslized that
the imperialist econcale explodtation of Indla dlooked their
longstem growthy and it oppoled all the threo major channels
through which the metropolis extracted Indio's soeclal surplus;
bominastion of the Indien markety investment of fogeign espital
both industrial and finanee snd direst surplus expropriation
through ecntrol over publie finsnce and in partieular through
high militsry expenditure for imperial purposes,

The Indisn espitalist class gave brosd suprort @
the natiocnslist movemont ogoinst imperdailam, They realized
that the Indian pecpie were politicaliy reative and bent on
anti.ioperialiat struggle beceuse of thelr mmm of iife,

their nationalist political eotivity would continue and
grov irrespective of eepitelist partiolpation and therefore,
vent to sueh o basie and poverful scelel foree o3

netionalism end to try to establish their hegemony over its
programme, o¥genization and strategy and the pattern of
struggle,'®

This twefold relationship of the eapitelist class
to imperlaliam led it to work for o nomrevclutionary pattern
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of anti.imperialism struggle, Its alm wes at mo stage to
M%Wwwwww@ammmmw
for the next round of the struggls, 7hus the struggle was

to be baSed on the strategy of struggle (pressure) eomproe
mise « Btruggle end stage by stage (oF step by step) advanee
touerds amgm paticn . State and independent econcale
dammt.

sntienalday

The nationalliam of the oppressed colonies hee
alwey® boen a eomplex articulation of two instangeS.e.the
nationalisp of the colonial bourgeoisie and the nationalism
of the Mw This distinetion ia absclutely necessary
for the umdeystanding of the eolonial question, Jhe
nationaiism of the Indi=n bourgeoisie, the expression of a
rising subordinate empital seeking to esteblish control over
its own atate apparatus, funetioped sinultanecusly as e
mechanism for paralysing the rewiutionary instinet of the
proletariat masses, for splitting up their eccmmon front and
ingurporatin, the baekward peasent strets into the bourgeois
hegamonie bloe, represented politiealiy by the liational
Congress, In short, it ves mot only & meads of emeneipating
India from the elutehes of the British espitel and

19 Ibid,
20 Bannji, ny 2,
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' ' sl eapitalist contyo
. - duding the voriking class
' £ offectively exeluding |
but alse & mesms ¢ : s
gamony over the peadent nesses of insulating ;m
of working eloss idenss and controiling the netionsiism
’ isnmrmﬁﬂ
- The Indisn naticnalist leadeyship started
sttesking foreign eapital frum the 1870aclearly bﬂ:nz
out both its economiec and politieal ec -
nptionaiiet movement videly populariszed .
imperislist exploitation through the Mn mmm ‘ ‘
leaders of the national movement being mmwlwm ‘
netionalist, werc unable to heve a comprehens :: mm
of the rroblem a8 o vholej their class interes mmdm
ngmw«mm@m¢w:mamm:m
for sny one of the lnnumereble problems whoae
8 up Indie!s naticnal probles, .
e The basie politicel objeetivesof the nationelist
leaders were (g) To help the progess of Wﬁ:ﬁ o
form talidze
ple into a notion, (}) 7o generalise, "
i rialist ideology, (€) To cpects an Indla
tional lesderehip, (d) 7o promote the growth e
- tallst ecoromy end in the end to create a broad
capd
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Indie national movement, In this process they also undere
took an amalyeis of the besic character of British eolonialisn
in India, ond to spread their understanding of ite
exploitative character mong the Indisn people, They
ereated o national rolitieal pletform and progremme on
which all Indisns belonging to different regions, and soedal
classes could sgree and eculd Serve as the basis for all
India political astivity,

in oxder to place in better historisal perspective
the reailzation of the exploitative chayrceoter of the British
rule on the papt of the Indian lesders and thelr later
propagation of it, three footors have to be kept in view,
Firet. 'y an important seetlion of the Indian leadership,
eonsisting primarily of scme of pationalist newspepers at
Do stage balieved in the benowoient intentions of the
rulers; it consisted of people wlic wope deseribed by
Hume in 1838 as "this objectioneble fringe" who rall at
and abuse the best and friendliest of our rulers and who
sneer snarl and Spep at everything govermment does, good,
of many of them continued to sbound in the paradox of faith
in the British benevolenes on the one hand, and assertion
of British sel:ishness on the other, Dedabhai leorojd,

,0s lsme, A Specch on the Indlan Netional Congress
'ﬁh its origin, Alme, and Objects delivered at o
pubiie meoting'held at Allehsbed on 30 Arril 1888,




for exmmple, resolved it by calling British rule in India
un.Beitish, 7Thindly, the newspapers invarisbly gave a
more open and diveet and bold expression to the feelings of
the renk and file of national lesdership then the publie
men did, and played an important part in developing amd
mm popular nationaiist sentiments on econcmie

The nationalist leaders adopted a nationel
approach towards economie development, Their total coneera
was with the general welfere of the community and they,
therefore, tried t represent the interests of all clossecs
of Iniien society, They felt that uhile they were engaged in
the struggle for getting economle justies and equality for
the entire nation they should mot take up the fight for
justice and equulity between clcsses, They deeclded not to
ear?y on any activity whieh would tend to divide the people
at o time when the noed of the hour was to unite them into
a pation, TLis perspective, essentinlly corroct, made them
ignore other aspects of contempor:ry zm&gy,%

The nationaiist leaders did not assign an
important role to the messes, They essumed that for the
time being, politienl activity was to be ccufined to the
stratum of the "educatod elmsses® a8 they put it, behind
this sssumption lay the bellef that political sction by
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this narrov soclsl etrotum would suffiee, uhen they looked
at the Indlian manses WWﬁmm&!mmeM
their very real soclel culturel and politieal backverds

and mot thelr encrgy, wmtymmmwwmawm
and fight heroisally, Consequently the tesk of politielsing
and mobilising the masses wes Seen o8 on extremely alow
process, The extent to whiech the Gandhien movement politi.
edzed and mmm the masses 18 often eayggorated bescuse »

(1) T7The masses of the agrieviturzl labourers and poor
peasents in most perts of the country and tho nosSes
in goneral io several parts were not brought into the
political process or even touched by the nationalist
polities,

(2) uhile the mamses were moved into sction, thoy vere
never politieaily orgenized,

(8) The guif betucen the edusated Indians, who atill
provided the agtuol leadership of the movement, and
the mosses vas stilli largely unbridged, in apite of
some aspects of Gandhien mess work,

(4) sbove all, the politieal setivity of the maSsos wes
rigidly eontrolied from the top, The mestes never
became sn independent politieal mrm.a‘

fio the national movement was o bourgecis
demooratic movement in thet it represented the intereats




of ell elasses ond segments of Indian soelety vizea~vis
imperieiism but under the hegemony of the iniuatrial
pourgeoisie, In their progromme and ideology, the
nationalist leaders worked for the ereation of o modern
bourgeods state, economy and soeiety in the image of the
most advanced bourgoois state, oeconcmy, and soelety of the
day, This prograzme vepresented the interests of all
¢lesses in su far ss they came into confliet with
imperialism, At the seme time they retained all ismsues
end demands whioh would bring one seetion of the Indisn
soclioty into eonfliet with another, 7There was little in
thelr prograzme to arouse the unoduented peasants, wrkers
or the urban poor, %Thelr entire progremme was bourgeois
in s0 far @8 4t wos confined vithin the broad parcmeters of
bourgeods soedel development,®

Singe the impact of British rule o8 vell a8 the
penetration of new foreces did not toke plase at the sane
the riase of politieal and natonal eonselous
unevenly emong different parts and communities, Some
earliier than others, It is appropriate to term the
historical development of regionsl nationalities as the
basie process on whieh British rule hes heen impressed fop

26 Ibide



a eortaln pericd, snd the product is a modifiestion of some
aspeets of the besie proeess of nationality develorment,
The conorete iasue of linguistie recrganigntion maie ite
firat offielel appecrance in the 1817 Caleutta Congress
Seasicn, 1t wes imperstive for the Congress under Gandhi
42 it hed to become & mess organisstion to eanalize the
linguistic natiopality sentiments and use the nationel
mtmmmmmwmmmw the
m»mtmmnmawmmwm
but eontented itself in sssuaging nationality sentimants
by passing resolutions and seeepting the prinsiple,

in the postelndepenience pericd many hitherto
backvwasd or less.developed minorities and linguistie groups
have begome eonSelcus of thelr rights and put forward the
elaime for the recognition of thelir distinet entity,

Indis iz o multi.nationality State, There ave
at least 12 major nationalities demarcated by langnage and
culture, %w are: wm, W% Urdys, Tamll,
Hindi and Keshmird, “here sye alsc s hodt of minor
nationalitics like Menipuri, liegss, Garos ete, Ihere are
variations in the degree of nationelity fommation, dependent
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on their respoetive cliass formations within the majow
nationalities themselves, imt, all these nationalities,
48 we have Seen alove, have eertain common patterns of
development sinee the edvent of British wule and the
develomment of capitalist reletions under oolouisiismm, The
multi.nationality problem irn India i8 further ecmplieated
by the existence of » mmber of cestes, religious communi.
ties within these nationalities, which become Lnstruments
in the bourgeois game of polities, These survive; owing
either to the baskward nsture of Indian eapitalism or of
pre-capit-1ist survivels; but mot as pre.capitalist
homogenecus eommunities, It is also because of the
bourgeois strategy of nationslism,

Unlike the situation in Tsarist Fusale, there is
po aingle dominant mation in the multi.natlionsiity of
Indien State today, Puasia wes o State with a single
national ecntre.-the Great husalan..dominating the Ysarist
State, The pessuliarity of the national State iz (g)
elien rases (wvhich in the whole, fom the majority of the
entire population, 67 per eent) inhebiting preeisely the
border land; () the oppresaion of these slien yases wes
woree than in the neighbouring States (and ot even in
the Buropesn States alone); (g) the development of
eapitalism end the genoral level of eulture were not
frequently higher in the border lands inhabited by "alien




rages® than in the centre of the State, Finaliy, it is
observe Ww& mm revolutions sod national
within the borders amwu W; znxmq tm”
is mo single dominent nation exploiting and oppressing
the other nations, This, of eourse, does not mean an
cbaence of diserimination Wtz, or wmmm among
the constituent MWM

TABLE L)
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The uneven development of verious regions inhabited
by mationalities produce varicus soelsl and scomomie temsions
betwcen reglon vis.tevig the eentre, Historieally, certain
regions have developed under the impetus of specifie
siipnges, econfined to the partleulsyr region, 7This historienl
feot, refieets itself in all spheres..literary, industrisl
develomment, agriculture ete, These problems get further

upliected in the proecess of ecvnomnie development,

wenness of capitalist development and
reglonal economic imbelonge, 48 o cherasteristie feature of
the Indien Union, “he role of the eentre in industrial
ligensing providos elear Lliustretion of this attempt to
build o eapitalist economy without regard to nationality
disparities end soclel needs, The main eriteria for ligensing
in the private seetor is proference for those with large
investuent in already edvensed infra-structura)
tshout 46 por eent of the approved investanent in 195066 wed

in the three top States, Mehareshtre, Lest bengal, snd
Nodres,»®




| The probien of unevenness is not coanfined to
variations between nationaiities but alspo within o
lunguistie nationality, The Andhra Bourgeois Government
had folloved much polieies vhich have resuited in the
econonie baekverdness of Telengana and consequent handieag
in the field of sducation and emploguent,™ The sepeyetist
movement in Telengana was therefore mot o struggle of
nationaiity or iinguietie group for self.determinstion
but a diosident seetion of the Andhre bourgeoisie and
landlorde canalizing the frustratiocn of the WW’E
wpw;mm to serve their interest,

in Assem, we find that the relations between

and the bogey of an alien enemy have slways Served as used
instruments of the ruling elamses to induce the nasses to
engage in fraotrieidal confliots and overlook the real
enemy, 7hus off and on situstions have to be ereated which
keep language tensions slive in ASsam,

The pattern of linguistie scelsl confliet 4in
ecch State 1s reflected mot only in the mumber of language
groups and their relative size but also in the degree of

29 m MW see W ﬁﬁ
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relatedness ond distinotion among them, The go.axistenee of
elosely related Bengall -nd Assomese comamnitien in Asoem
has given rise to flierec rivalry that has no fop defied
solution, Listoriesl reasons apart, the tagging of Bengald
spesking Cechay Distriet to the Assamene specking Brehuaputra
Valiey in the sane State, with Assamese declared a8 the
officlal language and the scle vernasulsr medium of |
university, hos compliested the iasue,

his raises a series of questions <

/x. what sre the identificble factors Pesponsible for the
origin and growth of the language problem in Asscef

| 2, uhat are the sceisl and political beses of the movement
end confliets related to this prodles

\a wbat are the approaches of the verfous politicel parties
to the language problesg
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the verious politiesl proeesses, In oxer to do so, it
would be proper t give a historicel, soclo~demographie,
end economde background of the yegion, under study, in this

cofo.-AB8am, AnD attonpt haes been zade in the ehapter to
£ind out the identifisble fectors yesponsible for the origin
and growth of the langusge problem in Assam,

ihe 8tste of AsSsmn 18 Jogsted in the north.cast
corper of the Indien Unlon, It i8 a State of plains and
hiils, It comprises the whole of tho Brahmputra Valley and
a part of the curma Valley together with the intervening
range of hilis vhieh fomm the wateyshed between them, The
ASgom plains or ASsan proper compriscs the sewven LUistrietSes
Goslpars, Kemyup, LUsrrang, Lokhimpur, liowgong, Sibssgar ond
Cachar,® The AsSem L1118 econsist of five Di8trictses
Garo Hilis, united kiklir and Horth Cachar Hills, ikiszo Lills,
and the united shasl end Jeyentl Hills, The politicel map
of Assem had undergone several changes ainge Independense,

1 Cechar vistriet iucludes e small eren of the old distriet
of Sylhet whieh uns morged with EesSt Pekistan in 1947 o8
8 result of the partition ¢f Indla,

. Y



AB & yesult, Assmm of mwumﬂwmwm\
Wliey ond the Cachar Distriet,

She populstion of Assem 4n At3 yoslel compositions
hes a1l the Mue:«.m* There nye Austrie, Uravidien,
1971 census, ASBant's Wma is 14,082,108y it 45 o lond
of coutyest where diverse rogos, cnSted and creovds have met
at differont levels in different ages, uith the mixture of
Aryan, Kongolisn end locel ixhebitents, Ass:m 1o one of
Indiats mont coZmopolitan socleties, liowhers in the worid,
is the composition of population so diverse oo in this yegion,

A vory eignifigant faet about iSsem is the fusion
£i0d here hov o dominant culture sithough supported numerically
by & fow osb choord and impose itself on wesker cultures,
Thus we find in ASsum some people by abd large longolisn,
spenking at the present day Assemese whieh 4s an Arysn
Somsiyit langusge, 7his happened mot merely becsuse of the
superiority of the Aryen langiage over the rude tribel
dinieeta mﬁmmwmmmmmwum
mmmmwﬁmmmmmmwwwmw
ineluding the poverful shoma o ruled over AsSsasm for oves
eix bundred yeers, and who, in eourse of time mot only sdopted
the Hindu peliglon, dut also forgot thelir own ‘hum languege
and sdopted Assamese, ®7The rectonl in these cotes 18 portdy




84

that ASsgmese 18 the language 0f the priests who are graduslly

\anguage of a higher agﬁwmnn

The royal cormespondence snd judieisl tricls vere conducted |
in ssonetie and important ccurt doocumenta a)so wers written in
Atscmese, “Thus there 18 no doubt regariing the separate
basicalliy a aysthetic produet of eultursl snd ethnie Mﬂa«*a

The shome wePe the members of the Shen drench of
the grest Tel oF Jhal-family of the human pege, %his tal
fenily oxtended fyom the gulf of Siem novthwerds into Yunen
and thente wodtuords to Aseat snd At ctaprises severel divisions,
uemely, the SiemeSe, Luos, Shans, Telswd o Tal Khi Kwaeph and
shome The Ahwm® puled in Assaa for s little less them
siz hundred yeay®, in the 18th ecentury the Kingdom ves
groatly veskensd by intemnsl jealousy, dimsensiona ond m
mmwmtmamtmmm»zmwm*

8o (Calouttey Commeroial Preas

guage Controversy in isaecnm 3 Its
end Keed m e liational NW*
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Taking advantsge of Giscensions ond intyigues in the Ahom
royel fenily and among the nobility, the Burmese led several
invesions into the eountry between 1316 and 1824, peralyzing
the sdulnistyration and establishing instesd = peign of
terror, A8 o result of thelr inhumen brutality, lerge
sections of the people of Assem Valiey fled to the hias

ceptives, lHowever, the Jocsl mobillty wes seareely in a
position to rescue the people of this pegion from the
unenges of feudal decny, 4A8ssm graducliy pasased into

the Britiah hands in 1826 (et the conelusion of the Fiyst
Ahglo-Burnese m)*s

The period from 1826 is o formative epoch in the [
history of Assem, It marked not only the end of the [
indopendent and powerful Ahom monarehy but ushered in o nDew
rogime of forelgn domimation heving redicel changes, the
effeets of vhieh e¢nn be felt even tuday, Ihe Laot India

o4 Lower sSsoi and tried to establish its

6 mmmwzmawa the aistrigts of Kemwu
and Nowgongy upper ASSem inc.unded the Sistriotslor o e
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“inghe, Shat experiment, however, falled and then the
Company annexcd the territory end plased it under the
Bengel sdminiatretion, ASSmm veS administered a8 part of
bengel during the yeors 1526-1873, In 18794, it uss made e
Chiof Commiseionerts provinee and major portions of Bengald
speckling arens of Cachar and Sylhet, and also Goaplara,
come under the provineisl sdministration of ASsam, ,,

At the turn of the eentury, in 1906, e new M’f“y
reorganisation took plsge that wes to have s Lasting influence 1»31
on the attitude of ASsameSe tovards migrants from the <= ™
nelghbouring aress of Eest Bengal,’ At that mm«mxtw
partitioned the sprewling densely populiated provinge of
Bengel into = predominantly Bengald iuslim provinee in
the east vhich ineorporated ASssm, ond o predominantly
Bengeld Hindu provioee in the west, There foliowed a bitter
hostility from the Bengall hindus who Yesénted the parti.
tion of their provinge and from the sssomese who resented
incorporation into o portion of Bengal, In 1918 the British

palled the partition, reunited ecst and weast Bengal
re.o8tpblished Assem o8 o SepaFate Chiof Comais donerts
provinee that ineiunded the predominently Bengald Musliim
distriet of sSylhet ami the predominon _
distriet of Cachar, mmmwmmmmm

7 lyron Welner, "ASsam ond its %muw pegogranhy lodis
wi, I, o,'1, June 1973, '




intsot until the partition of Indie and Asssm An 1047,
Freepartitioned Asctg thus consisted of the two velleys,
tie Gayo, Khedi end Jointia Lills, t.o lege E1llo ond iiso
EALis ineluding cylhet distriet,®

blishuent of the Company's suthority,
sonsequent neeessity of manning the different Government
depertnents, and the yeconstitution of ASsem, bringing in
large Beugnil apecking aress, may be 8aid t have marked the
beginaing of the lenguage probiem in Assem,’ It wes then
woeblem of finding edues-ted persons for the administpative
machinery to faoilitote oxpansion of the impire, A large
mmber of Bengalds clresdy converssnt in the art of

sdninistyation mvmx in reoam pust bo disgussed, In the
first decade of the Britiah take cver, the eonditions of the
people eontinued to worsen under the burden of taxsticn and
ﬂ NG Wit #

nnguege uestion in Retrospeote
ole 4, September 1978, '




wos destined ¢ pay for some degudes o regenorative role
within it8 eolonisl limits, was not the eountry to be prepared
for meaningful eoonomie mpwwaﬁmu
mammzmmmmamammwmw
tion from Ass:m's pre.gepitalist eecncmy into 4it8 ecolonial - el
period, British eapitol penetrated the eevnomy and started
building up an infre.structure to sustain the exctie e-pitalist
set up, 7%he cloded scelety vae exposed to famigration
labour new skilis, nev viees, and nov ldees, Large migr:tion
of people into /Sssm from outside have teken plage sinee
British conguest estebiished her politiesl link with the pest
of Indla, 28%am hss been the :ldorado of immigrants from
Ben;al end other plsses, Esteblishment of the Ase:m tea
compaby was part of the scueme of eolonization of wasteland
in 2seam to provide new avemnes of investment for foreign
a&pihl‘m The tea industry was faged with an agute laboup
supply problem from its very imseption, Plantation, being
lsbour intemsive recuired a reguier and high degree of
lsbouy supplys The tes industyry attrseted large musber of
lsbourers frcm Bihar, Chotenagpur, Utter Predesh and Modres
vhio =iso fomed = pemmanent slemedt in Assam's population,

n Gube wmm @mu : mm
w.n Wm tm the mmm Wp
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%
thile the ifmaigrants contributed to tho Assamis economy by
bringing large troets of ueSteland under cultivation, they
threatened to offeet ABSam's soolal end eultursl 1ife
sdversely and thus oreasted problem whieh agiteted pubile
mind in late sixties,

The colonisl economie development hed opened the
flood getes of immigration into Assem from the other States
of Ind1a,® This immigretion wes on such o seale that the
indigengous component of the veliey population went down
ecnaldersbly in pereentsge terms by the end of the 19th
ecoentury, Lot culy 4id they zospond poorly to the progess of
 asaimilstion, but alSo cid they sspire for the seme dominant
role a8 that of the asacmese in the Valiey, Thouscnds of
lcbourers snmally recruited for the plantations from oute
side the provinee, most of whom Gid not return home, formed
the biggest migrant group, in size, the next important
astrean of nigr-tion wes thet of peasants from Bast Bengal
distriets, some 85 to 90 per eent of whom were Muslims,
Together with children, they numbered about three lakhs
in 198l and five lekhs in 1931, sccording to offieied esti.
matea, This rurel lmmigrotion econtioued during the yeaps

13 For the tyemds of growth Fote of istion in verious
distrieta of sSoom @ec Appendix es I and II,
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M;M Bat immigrent Bengnlis Hindus a8 woll a8 Mulsime
competed with the duminant sSsemese linguistie group vhich
ied to ecunfliets and scelal temsdcns, 7Thus the pull of
the plantation seetor ecupled with other festors brought
Wg viz, (§) & chenge in the ethnle
W&m of the populstion; and () « change in its
spatiel distridution for decaden,
nifiesnt, Hapld ineresse in the number of imuigrants os
agoinst a stugnated indigengous porulotion almost all of
ngaged in subsistenee faralng could mean only
tuwo thinge, Firat, a contimmed imbelonge betwesh the
fest growth of plentations, coal, petrocleum ond the
assoelsted infrestructurs on the one hand and the growth
of the traditional sgrieulture on the other, GSecondly, the
gep between the gross earnings of the econumy and the locally
cisbureed ineclme originating therofrom ineressingly
The ammual droinage of manpower to the tea dis.
triets must have been cne of the contributory causes of the
fol1) in eultiveted sceresge, 7he poliey of :wm opdinary

WG
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iand yevemne Pates to foree the pesdants out of their favmo
to sexk jobs in plentation proved a fad) én the othey
hendy 4t 164 to the stegnation of sgricultuzsl growth end
ande the popuistion dependent on expensive food imports,

in ss8em, a8 e)sevhere in British Indis, the s
iishment of & hievarehy of new officiels awmwam
openad the way tv widespread exploitation Doth scelel and
scomoaloss0f the 0ld society, 7he appea¥eance of Bruce, the
merchant sdventurer who peported the pussiblilties of tea
enitivation in Assem, the penetration of Merverd treders
right up t Sadiys, the installstion of Bengsli tehslldeys

mwzﬂmwﬁmmw&ma%mmm
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uneklilied services invited mm»wma mitable
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pentury as the British had

extended their trading activities in Bengal end then had
beccome invelved in adninistestion, they hed to recruit

singly large numbers of Indlan assoclctes, Soue of
these were Lindu bankers end troders dut most vere from the
Bangall upper eostes (Brshmin, Baldye cnd Keyosthe) which
hed previcusly suppliod sdministrstors and entyopreneurs
for service in the kughe

eontury opportunitios for such capioyment under the Spitish
continned to expand, 8 the imperial amies marched
triumphently westvord through eentral and northern Indie,
they were folicwed by sdministtrators ani judges, Indian
asaistents and eleriss weve needed, AS courts, hospitels and
achools were eatoblished thoye were openings for lawyers,

domando for sscountants and more elerks, The Bengall
wigr-ots vere quiek to gresp these opportunitics, snd from
tundreds of villages throughout Bengal smbitious men stepped
into the road that Led to Caleuttha and beyond to all pert
of Indie 3

Angther plank of the imperdalist policy wes o
 suppress the loesl Jangusges and to set up artificial
provingial boundaries for the Sake of a echesp and simplified

on of ralluays orected
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adninistrztion, 7his poliey retarded the growth of the

loesl middle elmsses and by promoting jealousy between them

and the lmmigrants alsc served as an instyument that would

help divide and rule, In 4April 1881, the Guvermment of

Benga) made Bengali, in plase of Persisn, the court P9

langusge of Assam on the ground that it wes very diffieult A"‘“UVI

and oo costly to have yeplsgoment when e Persien seribe

weS on leave oF left the service, DBengall wes aetually

introdueed in 1837, The langusge controversy whieh arcee

out of the introduetion of Bengall into the ccurts and

Schools of ASsam in pla@e of AssameSe in 1837, deepcned and

agitated populer misd in the sixties,® The serviees of the

Bengnlds immediately beeeme indisponseble in the Angloe

vernaculsr and vernseuler Schoods, Cinee sechool teaghers

wore not avollable in odequate mumber in any csse to impart
| ngnage, uhich hod sinse boeome the

edueation in maried contrest tu the peaponse of the landed
elite in the Surrounding provinees gave them the idon's shaye
the mow vpportunities for profescionsl, aduinistrative,
ja;i elerieal amployment throughout csstern and northern

Ma‘*w

(Cauhatl, 1808), Ds 28

19 Broomfield, b, 17, Ds B
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9he initial moncpoly of offiee in almost all the
Gepertments by the newecmers from Bongal naturaliy gonerated
on ili-feeling and doep resentment amongst those, for uhom
hitherto there was o other meens of iivelihcod then
Government servicey %he polemie betwoen the Bengmil and

ianguoges singe then had been falriy continuocus

of this eecntury the bengald midale class hod alreody
produeed a big surpius of educuted youth who ¢ould not hope
to be caployed on the parrov provibeial administrative set
ups They sought thelir fortunes in the nelghdouring Statea
of orisss, Blher and Assen vheye thelr essertion of cultural)
superiority exaeerbatec locol resentment at their suecess in
finding jﬁquw

Tho Asasmese language remained suppressed during
the whole pericd from 1836 to 1871, The Sfntroduetion of
Bengsld in the schocls of Assem sericusly hempered the
progress of eduection, This wes sericusly oprosed by the
enlightened seetion of the Assanmess poople,

20 1Ibid,



Ar8Sam, ari\u, mwtmagm and parts of Bihar was reflieceted

ip the nev eduertion aud professionial troining, Game clowly
to produce their own edusated, esger for & share of
oprortunities snapped up by Bengalis, they attempted to
redress the balango by stressing the elaima of thedr own
langueges to be pecognized as the languages
and the law ng‘ Bengedl petrictiam and pride in
languege came to be chollenged by the patyiotiam of the
speskers of Asssmese, Uriya and mm..”

be tresed from 1883, when Menl Rem Devwen and /nends Fem
ohekial Phitker™ submitted their memorendum to A

Hoffat Mili, who had come to enguire into the condition

of the province, They protested against the eppointment of
soveral Bengelis from Sylhet, aud Maywaris Bé

a2 manzodars
wuen a number of ASsemeso were clready avullisble for
employment, The nstive of the provimge have grest reason

see V.C,P, Cheudha
(Patna, 1964)e
Refer infra Py

liszadare were ﬂ:amtmmox" at: W them the
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to eomplain of the preference whieh is too often given
Ben;alls who came into sssem at the time of seleoting ofrigers
to i1l voecneicas, 4+ mmber of Bengalis esme into sfsam
vien the British took the provimee, and from the uneduested
‘State of ASsam 1t wes negessary to give them service, but
there were then in “ibeseger and Guuhatd many young men of
bhigh family and good charsoter wlw hed gualified themselves
for amployment and it wes most diseouragin: to them to see
most of the high and some of the inferior officerst jobs
vere £liied up by foreigneys, vhen kilis was Commincsloner
of Cuttaek, the Government at his recommendation interdieted
enploynent of Bengalds, not domieliled in the country,
uwithout the speeisl sanetion of the Commissioner in
urissg, and Kilis thought that the same oxder might with the
grectest advantege, be in rodused into Aﬂmw Tue firet
fruit of e groving paticual conSei.usness :mongst the
Asscmese inteliigentsia wes the pestoration in 1871 by
order of the Lt, Governor of Bengel SAr George Campbell,
of Assamse into its rdghtful plese in the schools and courts
of Assam, A.Js Hoffut 1ALiB elenrly expressed his view
in support of the languages

26 AuJ, MAlle, Bororts




the rhom settied down in Aosemy The nonepecognition of

¢ had opened its gareer before ]
s to the

Asssmese during British rule naturally ¢
people of ASasi,

ABaomese hos beeh aubjeeted to various alsinters
pretetion regarding its atetus as a distinot language, This
languoge 48 commonly believed to be en off-shoot or sube
largely due to the territorial redistribution uner the !’ ’"
Britisb rule,




48

and the modern distriet of gylhet which forms
ﬁﬁ of wum&z ASssm should have been
b o Bengol, if the territorial mm&

Such territoriel eiatiibation

have given e etive to the
mmmagwawym»my

guage developed out of the Sanskyit
langusge o8 ecrly a8 in 7th century 2,0, Ita direet zneestor,
bowever, 18 logedhi Apobhramssy "Hagedhd® wes the prinedipal
dialeat whioch corresponded to the esstern Ppokrit, East

of Hegodhi wad epoken Prachye Apabhromse, It spresd to the
south aud south.east and here it beerme the parent of

‘ ‘ Besldes spreadin; scuthward Prachys
apobhramss also spreed to the ewst, keeplng north of the
Ganges end recched the Valley of Assam, wnere it is represen.
ted by the ASsamese, Esch of the three decendants of Magedhi
Apobhremss, Uriys, Modern bengell aud Asmomese, i8 equally
direstly sonnegted with the common immediate mﬁm

the Bengsdi aid A sgomeBe lLanguages aro;

(1) sssameso words for fire and water 'm from the earilest
period tzuldt, end 'panit, o8 opposed to the Bengalli 'sgunt
and *jal', ASSomese ‘peni! for vater is common to all

Cianca, 19413, b B8

28 Gels OFL
vol, 1, pert




dlaleets of Hihorl axd e atern Hindi but 'jui' for five hes
paPellels only in 'jui! of the Bihari disleet ond in the
dhulie dinleet of ecstern Hindli veapestively, both scuth
of Vindhyss, | |

iangusges have contresting aystem
semene leonguage foliows the rene.indien
system « penultimate stress and the Bengsil Lenguage hes
an initial etress, #ven in that pespeet Bengall language
differs from the KemWMpl dieleet whieh alsc hes en initiasl
8tyess, In this yregurd the most comon word for courtysrd
(eorres;onding to skt eatvalsm) in St, Asscmese, 5t, Bengald,
nd Kemyupl may be compared, 0.8 Ste ABconmese !sotall;
5t, bengall ‘eatalt; Zemmupl *sotel’, In St, ASs:zmese the
stress ob the pomulitimate ahortens the previcus .oe; in
Esmrupd the initiel stress shortens the following -oe and in
Bengsid t cre is antiedpation of lengthening of initiel & -
in e poaition of stress,
{3) Assemese hos o= complote set of negotive eonjugetion
vith the negative prastice 'nat pimsed before the verd
root, Uriys hes & negotive conjugation with the verd
substentive only, Bengell has no negative conjugation,
(4) The plurel suffiies in Asgupese sro entively different
from those of Bongeld, The types of wovel harmony, uhere
on interior eae io shortensd under the infiuence of a
following « a in & sueceeding aylsbie is adsent in Bengall,
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while assemefe has it in eommon with Uriye snd in a modified
form with Bihori, %his often makes Asssmese formaticns
uniatelligible to the Bongall spesking people,

(6) »rsSamese devised frum eariiest times s symbol (U)

for the u « W glide, Bengall hes mo distinet symboij it

has only a Spelling deviee to denvte the giide sound,

All this proves thet Asssiiese is not an off.-shoot
or patods of Bengall but on indepondent spesoeh related to
reference to some stardand "Hegadban Aspabhpose®, ek
Chatterjee has made eertain velueble cbservations by soying
that the Bengell dislects cammot be referred to = single
primitive Bengalli speesh, tut they cre derived from verdo
loendl forms of late iingedhan Apabhivamsa whieh devcoloped

piatien that may be eslled Bengall,
Agein, &WsWM%Mmtwmmmm
1ife, entirely self eontained, beeanc an independent apom
although her sister dlelect, north bengell aseepted the
vessslage of the iitercsy Spsech of Bengalle

It is important t umierotand the origin and
development of the varicus regiconal seetions of the indian
bourgeoisie, Their unity end confllet with the big

L .
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bourgeoisie ought to be properiy understood, origina of
|
tho Asscmose middle eless 18 pertioulsrly importent nnd /

useful becsuse it hao come in the weke of an upsurge of
violent linguiatie chouvinisp in Assem,

mwww of sssemesc midale elesc 19 one of
am tr m@mﬁwa ww Wt rule,

&atm 2 wpdmm ”

its landed property, is no counterweight to the enormous
pull of big eapital, in the econuny uf the State and
contradietions between its biatorieal role a8 the junior
partner of an exploiting foree eontroliing the entire
indian eeonomy and the growing impetisnee of the big
bourgeciale with seporate regionsi intepests have
 sherpened,

There is o tendency to bleme imndgrants from othey
provinees which has ied to terridbie consejuenges, and the
eentral government 48 pot keen to yemove auch illusicna, The
» combined with the survivel of feudel




British fostered the growth of the middle eless without
reatrietion, In foet anything that disturbed the temor of
their eclonial exploitation wes destroyed, In this context,
it is useful tc reeall the metercie rise end £rll of Meni
Rem Dewan an outstanding, if somewhat unserupulous
issemese gontleman wic developed from a loyal friend end
enthuaiestie supprorter of the British into = moral enemy,
Hanl Rem, in his memcrandum to idlls, had halled the sbolition
of foreed lebour and restorstion of lew and oxier a8 the
beginning of o neuw ora of prosperity and well-being for
the peorle of Assam, 7The Dewsn in foet had merved ns the
Deuan of the first private tea ganden in Assam, the famous
Asgem Company, The shreuwd snd sikilful mensgement of his
garéens had earned him hendsome profits in the 188508 uhile
the British planters wepe running at a considerchble loss,
But Mani Rem weds not ailowed to develsp further, He wes
arrested in 1887 on the eherge of conspiroey with the
leaders of 1867e.-the revolt to overthrow the Britiah rule,
The involvement of Meni Ran in the national rewolt
of 1867 ond of the new Ass:mese middle elsss in the modernist
end tastieally ccileborstionist polities of the lsst quarter
of the 10th century, indie-te rsssm's esyly ldemtifieation

31 ibidyy Pe 2D



vith the then malnotresn of Indion nationalism, The attitude
of the new iss:mese middle class is better typified by
Mani Rem's iliustretions, He affimoed the Separate identity
of the ASSamese langusge,>® Lowever, he presumed ¢iose
¢.llaboration with the BEritish suthorities whon he ves
promoted to the tuen importsnt post of sub-assistant
comnissioper, and when the 1857 rovolt sent its nipples towerds
ASnem, he mode puxious efforts to prove his spotless loyalty
to the British rulers, The same line of eolimboration with
the pritish ves sdweoted by another distinguished membey
of tho nev middle elass in the foliowing deecade, 7his ves
adwe=ted by Hemch:ndre Barue, He edited one of the eariiest
Znglish newspapers in issem, ASSgp Hoys (18:52) whieh hed a
eireulation of sbout 900, iis opinions on varicus subjects
like soeiol meamers, troditions of Assem, tenaney rights and
oplum sdiletion were invited by the eolonial Government,
Hovever, eoven his robust and rugged personality wae not
oppofied in prinedple to British rule whieh he copsidered an
sgent of progress and enlightment,
The exiatenee of the independent small and middle

jeoiale 18 threstened by imperialist feudal coalition,

vhereas the buresnerstie snd distributive petty bourgec

a8 WWWW@%&M@M%&M
agalnat the expanaic of pow
w chenviniam in his wmw on the sdminise
tration of the provinec of Asssm® submitted to kilis ond
m ummumrmum #A Fow Remarks on the Assamesc
W"i
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depends for ita wm on the Wm Semi.eolonial

eondition of the petty bourgecisie's existence sevorely
limited =8 it is by the Linoherent contradiction in the ruling
set.up, uwhich meke economie growth imposaible, throwe it
ultimately on the side of the vewolutionery toiling messes
end in the longerun, thewefore, this einse heccmes even more
rediesl than the nationsl bouzgeoisie,™
ip8 expleins why a seetion of the

/asemeSe middle elass typified by lapl Ram (1806-1868) who
started his suceesaful tea galen a8 relstively more antie
imperdalist in his finel setion then the other seeticn of
the middle clsmss typified by snands Ham Uhekial Fhuked

300e39), who depended for his livelihood on the bureausrat

shinery, 7Thelr other differcnees in approach alsc stemmed
from the difference in their respeetive situations, kovever,
a- the stagnction inherent in eolonisl f-udel role beecame
elearer, the latter secticn of the middie ciass, thot whieh
vwe have emlled wcmty bourgecisie, did play an inercasingly
important Tole,

ASgem lagged behind the more advanted ports of

Indi- during medleeval times Gue to low level of economie

#

a4 wmwMﬁt.ﬁw *ﬁr&g&mﬁ%amwm
ﬁiw ] Aﬁw&mﬂ, Schentist, Jonuery 1974,




development and geogrephical eonsiderntions and the
isolstionist polley of the shom
feundol odder 414 mot bring the peee of devalorzent in iine
with that of the rest of British ma. Commeree and
ocomnoddty produetion hed mot attalned in sesem the height
" of prosperity thet they did in Gujerst and Bengel, Thepe
rading eloss, e phenomemon the British moted in
their pearly adainistretive reports and offisic) mml.”
Theye wos no natlve cupitalist in ASgem, the artisen wes
independient and he supplemented his income with the produets
of a famm he worked vegularly, 7Th.s explains the coumereial
monopoly of the Merwerd merchants who foliowed the British
into Assem end dlligently tapped the fow opportunities for
supplying provisions t tes gendens, procuring mustaxd and
later jute for the market outaide rsemm and meeting the
dencnds £0F new household implements and erticles..chesp
and mads memmmmnmwmm“
on the whole, imperislism ected as e further brake on the
development of the forees of produetion, communie:tion,
mgv«m end WM seyngalousnont

48208 (oibi, 1978)e



corresponding atagnation, The economic weskness and politiesd
immaturity of the middle eless continued to provent it from
having a deeisive econfrontation with big cspital whieh
succesded impericlism o8 the msin exploiter, though
ilddle class hes made some galns ainee independence, The
niddle elsss in rssan connot have muoh to shov in terms of
eapitalist property, The benkmptey of the middle class and
its charcoteristic natiopalist dlinsions and to eatshiish
that, it no longer qualified es the ivader of the masses of
this poghon in the fight egainst blg Sapiteledy
Intimate contact with the eniightened idoszn of

the vest produeced 2 group of Assamese literstures, The most
- fomous smong these writers mmammw Berbzrush,
Chendre Kumcr /gervel, Padmenath Gobedn Berue and Hem
Chamdre Goswomd, I the latter part of the 19th eentury
they took in the publiestion of the ssscpese mounthly

gazine m and contributed to the revival of ASsamese

WMMMWWMMWWWW

rssemese notionsl conseionsneds founded st that time the
shnd Seblie and he begen to wolee through
gemends indie-ting the rights of the /Ssamese
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people, the rights of the children of the soil o8 ngednst
historie past of Assom, and he nalntelued thot Sugroi for
indie must al%0 mecn Sysppd for eceh componer
A88em, glvin 4t full fresdom to preserve its individuality
in respeet of longunge, oculture cnd scelal structure from
‘aggression from outside or by ocutsiders from within,
Liguidation of vented interests of all kinda that run
counter to the intereats of the Assamese people uesS allo
en objeetive of tie Sebhe, 7his orgsnisation wes later
trcnafomed into the Assem Jatiys MohoBebhe, seeizing to
bring the indlgensous wmmm of the hills and plains of
Assom, oo 2l80 otheys, who identified thely interests uith
those of the Assspese poople uwithin its orblt,
| Ihe aBosm Assoelotion (1908e20), the Assem Chhiatra
an (1916), ond the ASsem th Sobhe (1917), all of
them attempted to articulate thelr unsettled Guestion for
e lMnguistis.roglionsl identity and thely desire to be
iministeped ot the lower level at lesst, not by the
recruits from Bengel, but by the sons of the sodl, An

the mouthpices of the Sangrek

that unieas Syihet wes Seporeted, uniess Asssmese ucl



declared the only mediunm of instruetion in school? amd unless
the influx of settlers wes stopped it would be diffieult for
the ASsemese to survive as e nationelity, one of the re=sons
why the Assamese supported the seperstion of Sylhet wes that
they would be able to eatabiish the domination over their
nagee 7The Indien Netional Congress sdorted o rescintion
ing exelusion of Sylhet from Asgam, 80 thet the
mmma of Assam md:ht be more homogeneous, But it
meWamuawa%MszWan
WM
Hovever, ofter mmm with Sylhet godng
over to Pekisten, Asssmese lesders beetme more Voeal sbout
mmxmwmmmmmmmm“wmm
demand for the declorstion of Assmmese as the State
lenguage oterted getting momentum, We would be taiting up
this problem in the Llloulng chapter, The study would be
doelaration of the mzmx lenguege snd vernaculer medium
on and the politisel and sceial base of







CHAPTER 11X

LANGUAGE POLITICS 1IN ASSAM

In this chapter, a study is to be made of the l-nguage
movement arising out of the declaration of (g) offielal
languoge, end (b) vernacular medium of university education,
Wle would try to examine the following questions; VUhat are the
social and political bescs of theso movement? Do Government
policies help toward bringing integrotion and assimilation?
What are the gpprogches of the varlous political parties
towsrds this problem? |

In the previous chapter we have exsamined the
historical root of the problem sterting from pre.British
period to the time of independence,

The national movoment 1ed by the Indian Natlonal
Congress culminated in the transfer of power from British
imperielism to the Indien dtate, with ifuslim Lesgue, led
by M.A., Jinnsh, curving out a separcte State geographically
dlstributed in West end Bust Pokistan in Indla, The principal
party, in pover czme to be the Indlan Nationel Congress
itself, vhile the colonlal State hed unified India for the
purpose of iis domingtion and exploitztion in a polltico-
administrative sense, it left the orgeniz~tional unity of
the Indien ruling classes to the Indian State itself, The
principal tesk of the Indien State, in the wake of independence,

m 59 &
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wed to orgenlze n single netionel merket ang to bring a
politicel integration, through vhich it could medlate the
various cless.intorests contrcdictory at times,

The pleturc thet emerged ot the time of independence,
wa® by no means a simple one, The comsunsl trouble arising
out of partition, the integrotion of the princely States and
the dlfficulties of orgsnlzing the veriouws nationclities into
& 8ingle conastltution:sl State struoture were the most important
of the many problans that confronted the Indian State,

The Indian ietlonal Congress, vhich, uwhile gecming
ell ito offorts towards negotiatin_ trensfer of pover, a
process in which 1t subordinated ond integrated the various
conflicting interestal.—econnmic, politicel and linguistlc,
kept in suspension of the resolution of the vory same problems
pointing to the difficulties involved in achieving them within
the colonirl atrucéure, hzd to take up the insues and
resolve them after the trensfer of power, The Congress
Party itaelf come to be divided on these yuestions, especizlly
at the provinelcl level, where the regionel interests
pulled them in different directlons, The Congress lorkdng

Committes, however, wa8 not to give in to such demcnds, In

1 For an anolysis of its integration of the interesis of
the rlech peascotry into 1ts orgenigational boge, see
i, G, Honga, “right for Freedom", and "Bapu Dlesses® .
Indien PezSen’ Institute, lidubrolu, The Congress.Party
never, during the course of its movement, adhered to
the principle of linguistle reorganizafywconceded to the
demand of Sworgstrs by /ndhre in Madrss Presldency in
its amusl sesslion in 1938,
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the field of orgonization of State structure, the constitution
wos framed to have a federal structure, fThe colonial
structure having left no single strong class, state power
continues to be based on a cozlitlon between the bourgeoisie
end large land owners, More apecifically, the coalitlon has
three olaomenta; the monbpoiy bourgeolsie vhose members control
t;usiness empirﬁes spread ecross a number of spheres exd a
number of stetes; the small urban bourgeoisie consisting of
businesasmen confined to single industries or states and
profesalonal groups vho are not direct exploiters but
‘integrated into the system of exploltatlon, like lawyers,
menagers end upper burecucracy; snd finelly the cless of
landlords end rlch pecsants, who lilve meinly by exploitation
either through rent or through wage labour or both, This

108t may appear too hoterogeneous, but post-independence lami
reforns have ceused its constituents to coalesee into a more
or less single category, so it is better treated as such,
Bourgeoicks democrcey and a federcl political structure

ereate the environment for this coanlitlon to work both at the
centre and at the provinelal level,n? The question of

lunguistic orgenization of theSe provinces was not to be

accefed to.a

2 Prabhet Patneik, "Imperieglism end the Crowth of Indien
Cepitelism®, in Robin Blackburn, ed., Explosion in &
Su ccntinen%(?enguin, 1975), p. 52,

3 TFor Getells see, Constituent Assembly Debates, Durga
Daaé India 3 From Curgon to Nehru pnd After
P. 326,
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The problem of Ass:m hes to be seen in the context
of thEstpolities, Contemporsry 4A8sam 18 only a &mall portion
of uhet wes termed ASaem only a few years pgo, Today, Assam
consists of nlne districts contalning 30,408 squarc meters,

- Host of the population live in two velleys.the predominantly
Assamese spesking Brehmaputr: valley, with gbout 12,5 million)
people, and the predominantly Bengoll specking Surma velley, ~
with 1,7 million persons, The Census of 1961 returned 192 ji%%%
langusges and dlslects a8 mother tongues in the Stat$1 The ﬁ@”ﬂ
principal linguistic groups are Asscmese (57.14%), Bengali
(17.36%), Hindl (4,31%), Khesi (3,089, Garo (2,64%), Bero

(2.36%), Mizo (1.92%), Nepalese (1,81%), Mikir (1,30%),

Oriya (1.289), henipurd (0.758), HAri (0.87%),

As mentioned in the earlier chepter, the economic
changes that ceme sbout in the united ASseme-Bengalli province-
under the colonlal structure, wer: lop-sided, yet dis-
integrating in the sense of reducing the objective bapls
for a community of Bengalis or Assemese llving in au isolated,
single territory as such, V¥hile the rémnants of parecelligzed
end locallzed sconomics (not in an ideal pre-capitelist sense)
in the tribal trecks of Asaém continued to prolong and
stren,then the claim for existence of tribel people, the
commerclal sector znd the tea industry shattered the besls

4 Govermment of India, Census Report (Delbi, 1961),

5. lbid.
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for such on existence for the Assemese and Bengalls, Theoy |
rama;ned, however, o5 soclo-linguistic groups, separated by
lenguage and culturo, The problem would not have been
complicated, but for the fact of the concentration of Bengell
specking population in certein aress like Cachar'district
coming first, followed by Goalpara, Kamrup cud a few
isolated urben centres, This provided, o8 it hlistorically |
d1d in wost parts of Indie, a specific crea in vhich
polities could be munlpulated in times of conflicting
pulls, The spocific problem of Assam, in later yesrs, in
torms of political monlfestations, vas to be that of

Y Asscmese-Bengali rivelryR,'

PARTITION AND' DONGAL KHEDA

The seper:tlon of Lgat Pokistan, “the Sylhot
referendun® end its consequent merger, reduced the Bengall
population from 27,563 to 19.64%.6 It hed also rosulted in
the migrztion of Bengsli-ilindu trefugeest into the bordering
gistrlcts of Assam, ‘he pre-partition Ascam lilnistry or
Interin Govermment of ASgem hod both ASSemese and Bengall
ropresentatives, fGhus, it mcinteined the balance and avolded
any linguistic trouble coming to the fore, The formatlon
of firat ASscm iinistry after Independence consisted, for

- «

6 Yor distribution of Assamese and Bengall population
gistrict-uise seo Appendlx Table 3,
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the first time, mostly of Aﬁsemese.q

A period of threo yeers wers to lapse before the
Constitution could declare its official langusge policy,
viz,, the replecement of English by Hindi for the offioclnl
purposes of the Union, and as the language of communigation

between the States ond the Unlon, cnd between one State and
enother, Article 345 of the Constitution further empowers

the logislature uf o Stete to odopt any one ox more of the

langunges in use in the State, or Hindl a8 {the languoge or

lenguages to be used for cll or any of the officiel purposes
of that State,® the officlal languege both at the centre
and State levels mesnwhile continued to be English,

7 First 8itting of the Assembly in Post-iugust ;'%z
ASSam ,

embers of the Council of iiinisters

Neme of iinister
1. Gopinath Dordolod

' 2. Bishpu Ram Medhi
3, Rom Nath Das |
4, Rupnath Hrahmg
§. J.J.H. Kichols Roy

6. sisulgvi Abdul latlib

Constituency
Koanrup Sadar (South)
Kenrup Sadar (Centrel)
Jorhot Reserve Seat
Goclpara (Tribel) (Pleins)

Beckwerd Ares (Hills,
Shillong)

Hylekandd

48gam Lepialative Assembly Debstes, vol, 1, no, 14,

1247,
8 Constitution of Indle,
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vhile offieclcl longusge uad settled in this manner,
the probliem of mediun of instruetion hung in the bolence,
Yhis provided cn oreéc where conflicting interests could be
polltieally brougnt on to the surfece, 0n 26 Septomber 1047
the Bordolol Government directed that "Assasmese 18 gecepted
a8 compuloory second longucge ln rll achools vhero it acnmot
be Assamesec completely?, Yhe Bengell spesking people have
eited the foet that "the number of guvernuont primary Schools
in Goelpara Gistrict with Bengcli co tho medium of instruction
has fallen from 252 in 1947-48 to 1 at 1951.9

Henaoforth, isacmese langucge was to replace Bengoll
in course of time in ¢1l those schools, vhere Bengali was sole
nealun of instructlon, Subsequently, thero folloved a poriod
of agliction, GLhere wes a strong resentment from the Bengell
middle closs agolnst this polley of the government voiced
mailnly through un orgenizatlon, celled Cachar vistrict

Committee,lo

Puel ves obdoed o the iire vhen the Governor w

mede a stoteunent:

The natives of Assam ere now mesters of their
own housce, They hove a government which is
both responsible ond responsive to them, They
cen toke what steps aere necessery for the
eacouragement ana propogatlon of Asscmese
lenguege sud culiure cnd of tho language and

9 See Report of the Stote Reorgonisotion Commission, 1956,
p. 191,

10 Akbpr Hydri'S Peper (1947-48),
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customs of tribal people, who are thelr
fellow citlzens and vho also must have a
share in the formulatlon of such policles,
The Bengelees have no 1onﬂer the power
even 1f he had the will impose anything
on the people of the hiils ond valleys wvhich
constitute Assam, The beasis of Such feeling
ageinst them g8 exists is fear luat now there
i3 no cause for feor, I vould, therefore,
appecl to you to exert all the’ influence you
gosaess to give the stranger in our midst a
elr denl, provided of course he in his turn
deczla .Loyally with uﬁ. 11

But the source of the trouble seems to have risen
from s different conjuncture, From the limited documentery ’wt
evidence vwe have, the economic interests that were at logger
hezd 1n the weke of partition seemed to be the meln csuse of {
the trouble, As 18 evident from a secret circular issued
by Cechar Kalyan Swniti,lg e middle cleps organizcation of
Aspom, end the evidence, however, partlal and one-sided
published in Bombay weekly g‘_g_g_ng,la the Cachar Kelyen Semitd
wos reportedly flnemeed end strengthened by some “uagrwarlew
and other "mn.Bengali interestsﬁ.m The same paper repori:ed
that "embryonic agitation is afoot to bang the door egeinst
Cylhoteses snd Bengolees reportedly inspired and finsnced

by these sections".lﬁ

11 skbar kydri's speech, ASsom Assembly Debnotes, § Hovember
1947,

12 Akbar iydydts Poper (1947-48).
13 1big,
14 Ibid,
15 1Ibid,
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It 18 also clear from the cireular mentioned »abowel6

that the revenue minister of Assem Bishmu Rem iieGhi (who wes
to become the next Chief Minister) and an orgenigzution called
ASseln Jatiye Kichasebho, were alfo glving monetary help to
the agitation for "Bengel Khede® (drive tway Bengalls),

1£ wes elmed gt ousting the Sylhet traders “from the
Hylekandl subedivision and further upt, %his circular went
on to sgy: U"If you desire to get position of thesoe bazars
(mexketa) of RKulein, Bihara, Barkhaole ond shealhlk, then
organize a Kelyon Samitee and a defence party; there need

be no gnxliety for finpnee in these behalf."r7 The Luslin
Leogue vhich hed earlier confronted with the Bengall Hindu
treders during peartition, aleo supported the move, There .
followed a stormin; of Bengall shops, stoning Bengell people
apd demending Bengolis to part with thelr titles,

All this gave asdded concern to the Bengoll organliga-
tion, vhich being in winorityhpproached Sarder Patel to (&)
dissuede Govermment of Assam from trying to impose issemese
lenguage in thelr scnools, and (p) to provide employment
facilitles or opportunities to refugee employees hailing
from S:,r:l.he'l'.»..:"'8

16 1Ibid,
17 1Ibig,

18 Clearly a mlddle class demand for, it should be noted
that Asscmese languonge vwes mesnt only to be Bsccond
1an%dage in Bengall schools, and offlclal langusge
continued to be Lnglish,



68

But the ecomomle interest seecmed to be predominant
for the memorcndum complelned of "refusing facllities of
government contrect® ang "trade licenses and permits to
Bengalls ant Hinduatanees".' It i not clear from these
documents o8 to how these competing interests were |
aecommodeted, the intervention from the Central Government
though Beems to have helped and subside the issue by asking
the Assom Government to allow certaln smount of inilux of
Bengall middle clesc into the edministrative JobST However,
Assgmese g8 the medium of instruction continued uncbated in

yhe schools of Assem province,
LINGUISTIC RRORGANIZATION IN ASSAM

Although tho orgenization of Indien State into a
unified federal structure wa® by ana large an accepted
phenomena, the scfual workling ouf, proved to be diffieult,
This, a8 dlscussed cerller, vwes accentuated by the uneven
cconomle dcvelormont and the conseguent reglonal clesa
formations to carry on the business through the provineiel
state structures, the feellitios of one reglonesl officlal
languege wes felt to bo in the interest of these

claasea.zo

19 Akbey Eydrits Paper (1947-48),

20 fThough o pumber of atudies shoving this phenomena
exist in the theoreticsl formulation of a reglonal
bourgecisle ete, 6o not seom to be based on any

specifls seientific, inyertiasiie eyl Seo Soclal
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The problem and its dimensions varied from reglon
to region, But the intemsity was most acutely menifested in
Andhra which hss been demanding a seperate state on the basis
of one language.zl It found echo in other roglons as well,

Once the flerce agitatlon culminated in the
conceding of the state of Andhre on a linguistic basie,
~ the primodisl loyclties in other regions were vhipped-up
into agitations,

The prgument is often put forwerd that the movement
for linguistic stotes wes a "broad demooratic natlonal
movement" implylng thereby, that it wes a demund based on
espirations of the Sub-gltern classes and self sssertation of
nationalities as distinet soclo economice communities.za
It is @ifficult to understand in uhat sense it was such a
movement because a8 o Soclo-political movement the leadership
did not lie in the hanus of the working elgss, Though
messes were Grawn into 1t, they vere not a consclous element
in this movement, Neither was there eny natlonal oppression
as obtzined in Russia, For the antonomy of the régional
languages was never suppressed, Hemnce, it is wrong to equate
agitations based on lengurge with nationality agitatlon, as
is done by Karat Prakaah,za though the feeling of nationality
wes an importent fector in the mobllization of masses,

21 Refer S, Harrison, Indla - The liost Dangerous Decodes
(Medres, 1960),

22 Kerct Prokash, $onguaze snd Netlonslity Polities in India
(Madres, 1973), p. 63.

23 Ibld., P. 44
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| The conceding of linguistic reorganizetion wes the
reallzation by the Govermment of the fect of yesconeciling the
regionél interests with other short term conflioeting interests,
It was elso feared that these ggltations might be used for
ends other then envisaged by the movement, Therefore, the
State folloved o policy of ropression as well a8 concesslon,
The demand for linguistic reorganisation on the

natlonal scale had little importsnce in csse of Assam, &8
therc wes 1ittle that Assem cleimed for lingulatilc Treorges
nization, Yot ther: were feu tendencies towards it which
brought upon (g) tho demend for separate Hill State vhich
hed little or no lingulstic manifestation; aond (b) the demand
~ for the formation of a "Purbachel State" from a section of
Bengell specking people particulerly from Cacher and
Goelpara districﬁS.% The Bengsl Gungram Samitl beoeme W
r0rganizetional form of such o demand, "The genesis of the
Purbachel damand 18 that since the major part of Sylhet wes
cut off from Indin at the time of partition, the Bengalis

in Assem, who usSed to feol that culturelly end even geogre-
phically they belonged to Bengel, have found themselées some-
- vhat isoloted in vhat they mcy now be disposed to regard ao

en uncongenial enviyonment,®

-

'24 gtates Reorgenisation Commission Re s 1966, p. 190,
25 Ibiﬁ., pa 191.
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These demands contrastingly were mot part of the
linguistic reorgenizetion for a State of wWest Bengal alreedy
exioted and reorgenisation would not have meant in any wey
the inclueion of these distriets, gepgrephicelly distent
(being part of Assem) into Bengal,

Ay fer e8 iloges were concerned its viegbility as a
state ves felt to be o doubtful proposlition, zs there were
other tribes vhich might need the scme solution. This
problem wes then rezlized by the State Reorganization
Commission,

Racielly, linguisticaliy and culturally, even

- the tribes vhich are described compendicusly

under a 822519 neme, for excmple, the Nages,

cre in reallty Gifferent each from the other,

Inspite of a certaln tendency towards

tAssemisation' ebout which the minorities in

Assom have complalned the heterogeneous

charactor of Asszm hes so foy been substentially

preserved, and our proposals merely recognlse

this fact, £6
, The State of Assem that come into existence
following the State Reorganisation Aet of 1956 did not bring
any change in the physlesal or lingulstie composition
(exzeopt including Tripura with Assam) with an area end
population of about 89,040 square miles and 9,7 millions

respectively,

26 Ibid., p. 194s
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POLITICE OF INMPLEMENTATIOR OF QFFICIAL LANGUAGE
I ASSAM

The lingulstic reorgenizotion of the provinelsl
stato structures hordly disturbed the balance of the orgeni.
zationsl unity of the Imdien ruling classses, In ¢sSe of
Madres, vhich Seems to be an exceptlon and needs 1ts speelfic
study in itself,

However, o8 the Stipulzted period for switching
over from Lngllish to the regionsl lengusge s the officlal
language of the edministration of the State ceme nearer, it
set contradletory phenomena in motion in Assam,

The linguistic bodies of ASsam viz, Assem Schitya
Sabha,27 r8szm Jetiya MeoheScbha (set up in 1917) became the
pivotzl orgenigotion for implementing the constitutional
provisions, Ever since independence, these orgonizetions vere
demanding for rccognition of Assumese o8 the state language,
ihe surfzeing of such v body we® the result of socio-economle
changes glong with the zreat improvcments in communications
ond the catelyt of modern education providing for a greater
cugreness of the mother tongue.aa Assam Schitys Sabha in

27 The Asazm 3,3, is compoSed melnly of middle clpas
intellectunls, literateurs, college and university
tezchers etc. For details sec K, Neog, %nng%s of

76

ABsam Sehitya Sebhe, 1917-1976 (Jorhat
28 Karct Prekaﬁh, n, 22.
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its annual conference in 1959, edopted a reaolﬁtion.again
urging upon the Govermment of Asseam to doelere Assemese as
the officiel languagc of the State within 1960,27 state
language day wes observed azll over Assam, Public meetings
throughout the State echoed this demand, Several members of
tho Assembly belonging to different partles raised the demand
during the discussions in its budget sesslon in 1960,

The budget sesslon of 1960 witnessed political
parties declering their support to tho demend, with the only
excoption of APHIC and all tribal orgonizetions vhich saw in
these demands deprivation of thelr English educated middle
c1ess?° £rom getting a ohare in the administrative jobs,
Their meln erguments pgalnst the implementation of Assamese
language es state l:znguage were c8 followas
(o) The position snd the conditions of the Hill people
in Assam are such thet the acceptanee of the Asscmese language
would plece the asscmese in g more dominant position, will
lead to the essimilction of ell the hill people into the
Assemese comumunity, thersby greduczlly lesding to the

20 The gpnnual session of Asszm Sehitya Sabha held at
Howgong on 18-20 April 1969, expressed and indlcnted
the yeayr 1960 oo the desdline wlthin which the government
were requested to take measures to recognise Assemese
8 theo offielal langusge of the atate, Maheswar Iieog,

ABsem Languete GQuestion (Jorhat, 1961),

30 See “Resolution of All Party Hill leaders Conference'in
Girja Kunsr and V,K, Arore, ed., Documents on lIndia

Affelys 1960 (London, 1965).
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diointegroilon of wiely identity oo Gistinet conwunlty of

Indie, uitich identity hes becn given rocognition aud
proteetion undeyr tho aanstitutiohm Such esslmilation and
aisintegration are ggeinst the deepest sentiments of the
hill people end uetrimentsl to tus composite culture of
llndia vhich is born out of uniiy in diversity,
(b) The egaoption of Asscmese o8 the officipl Llangusge
of tho Ctate will adversely affcet the oprortunitiecs ang
prospects of the hill peopie lu the Government services end
other avoentlons notwithstanding any cmount of safoguards
vhichh ern alwoys be clicumvented,
(c) There is no justification of Assamese o8 the
offielel langvage even from the population point of view, as
lesa ithzn £ifty per cent of the populotions have Assumese
lenguage &8 their mother tongue,
(u). Asgom belng inhablted by people of diverse races,
eultures, and lenguages Gesires thet the proper official
lengusge shoulG be lilndi, Hesnwhile knglish should contimue
a8 the officisl lengusmge until such timea as the people of
the Gtete are ready to edopt nindi o8 the offlciel language,
The Chlef Min.ster of Assem, by =nd large, reflece
ting the cautious policy esdopted by the Centresl Government
tried to tread a middle path by agreoing to implement the
officici lengusge poliocy.

“here are two laportant ressouns whleh warrent
enactment on « stete langucge, The first is
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to make the offlclal communieations easily
understendicbls to the common mend and the
second 18 to bresk tho barrier of language
vhich seporstes (he dlverse population o
AsSgme.-Government would prefer to walt till
they get e sgme demsnd from the none
Assgmese opesking population for declaration
of ro8scmenc ¢8 the Stoto lenguage, Goverument
feol that this question should be %udged nore
from the polint of view of appreclation and
accpetance than from the point of view of

cjority oxr minority, If this issue ig decided
only on the basis of mpjority or minority
govermment Lo afrgid that its object would be
defeated, 31

But the objectlve pollticel situation obtelning
in Assem we2 not conducive to g smooth change over, This
statement oncouraged the bulk of the Bengall majority of the
Cochar distrlet and some Bengolis of the Assem Valiey and a
sectlon of {he people of hlll alstricts %o object to the
adoption of Assumese o8 the ofilcial language of the state
in prineiple, Un the other hend, it raised a stom of
protests from the Assomese spesklng people and thelr
supporters throughout the Stete cnd oven beyond it, The
offlelal longuage enthuslests orgrnized meetings end nassed
resolutions end attacked the mimority oppositionms, ‘The
issuo of officiel langusge should not be mixod up or
confued with the rights and foelllties in respeet of
1inguistic minorities.oo

31 Aﬂgg% %gaemggm Debates, 3 karch 1960 (Chief Ministerts
specen),

38 liemorendum submitted to the Chief hinister on 22 Merch
1960 by lecdlng public men oi Assam "State Language
Aotion Committeew,

The sefoguard provided .for in the
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Constitution and the recommendetion mede by the States
Reorgonlzetion Commission in this regerd are sufficiont to
ellay any fear or susplclion of linguistie minorities tribal
or otherwvise, 7The linguistioc minorities of any staote éannot
stand in the wgy of its main regicnal languege being made
the officlal lengusge, AS a matter of fact, the officlel
Language Commlesion havo made poilpted observailons in this
respect, About the people of the tribal areas of Assanm,

the Commission observed thet "while the chlldren from tribal
~areas must recelve a modicum of instruction in the Union
languege (i,e, Bindl) «8 in case of other children of the
country, obviously it is necessary in theiy own interests
that they should acquire a knowledge of Assaumese lenguege
alao”.aa.

Yei the demands of the minorities persistedq, The
% Bengel Scngras Purished" persisted to have Bengell @8 the
second State Officiel languege snd a8 the Stcte 0ffieial |
language f{or Cachar on district level, becouse the majority
of dengali educuted middle clea:es wecnt to goln by this
proposition,

Oulog t0 the loek of documentery evidence, it is
difficult to chuw tho interplsy of class forecs, The extent
of support from the glasszes in short.term confliet to the
vwarring organizotlons of the tuo coumunmities cannot be

33 Report of the Officisl Lonzusge Comuission, 1056, D. 54
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clesrly established, But the duration of the sustained mass
egitetion (moinly middle class) and the riots, and the way
in vhich these wore conducted amd organized, lenve one in
no doubt that the politicsl buse (clasoc support) wes in
foct forthecoming, I4% wes poinled out by the leader of the
Communist Party, Gourd Sankar bhattacharyye, thel the Ghief
lMinisterts statauont might glve e convenlent weapon to the
olements to be wed sgeinat tho minorities, The executlive
of the CPI sgid:

It stood by any resolution that aecks to
doclere A9scmese a8 the offleial language in
the state wlthout compulsion to any minority
in the hills end Cachar dlstricta ssszmese
should bo introduced in g phesed manner, The
ninority in the whole stete wlll have thelr
full right of petitlon, appesl education and
exauination in thelr own mother tongue, 34

The PSP held its atrte convention which adopted
g recolution demanding the immedisto decluration of AsscmeSe
356
language as the State languege, At this stege, the APCC

rovised 1ts earlier declolon end pessed g rescolution on
the following linesgaﬁ

34 Seo Lecolution, Assem Statc Councll, Cowunlsty
Party, 1960,

35 Seoc Resolutlon of the Prgja Soclclist Paorty, August
1960, pp. 236=06,

36 Resolutlons pussed by tho kxecutive Coumittee of the
Congress Conmittee of Assan, APCC and APP, 21 April
1960,
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(a) Assauese bo declared by low ¢8 the officlsl longusge of
the State znd be udopted for such purpoces s mcy be Gecided
by the Goveroment,
(b)  lssumese be lniroduced o8 officlal languege in cll the
distriots cxzcopt the district of Cachor, the cutonomous
wistriots of Lhesi cud Jelntle Bilio, Garo Hills nnd lorth
Cocher Hilis, in vhich oress it may be infroduced oo and when
thoy are prepersa for it, :
(o) ?':‘hai; tho right of the mimorities for protection end
development of thelr langucges will be fully safeguarded,
{G) ‘Thetl in the process of introduetion and extenslion of
Assgmese as the officicl languege just oleims gnd interests
of non-Assmmese specking people in {ho matter of publie
servicos euu cuch othor matter will be adequately safee
guarded,
(e) That Govermment be reyuested to take steps accordingly
vod to provide w4 ewrly es possible all facilities for
lecrning, Ascemese cnd other lengueges spoken in the State
with a view to bring {he people closer and to breck the
languoge barrier,

' -9he APCC resolution felled to satisfy people of
both sides crd it produced sharp reaction both in Cacher
end hill distrliet and the Brshmaputra Valley,

Violcnee broke out when Asspmese students took

out & processlon shouting snti-Bengell slogens on 17 June
196057 The e~lt-tion ond counter-agitetivns, arson and

N B S ahng I .. < - u e Y

£7 Tines of Ingls (kew Delhij, 30 June 1960,
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murder Gid not happen only to provide the government an
opportunity to enquire into them, They have no doubt
achieved an.immadiata politieal end, While the agltation
continued in the districts of Sibsagar, Lekhimpur during the
latter reriod of Mey es well 3 the beglmming of june, the
movement took a violent turn during the second week of
June in Sibsegor dlstrlet, There wes repeated incidents
malnly of stoppage of treins, lootlng of Bengall shops, damage
to rellway property ete, |

'In Guhauti on 4 July a fire broke out in the vieinity
of a cotton college hostel, upon vhich the police, for
obvious reaﬂona, avolled themselves of the opportunity to
put the blame squerely upon the college students and
resorted to wenton rnd illegcl firing within the hostel
grouxis g8 a result of vhich the volusble life of o student
vas lost instenteneocusly end six other students were
serdously injured, 7The neus of these incidents of bloodshed
ond atrocities of the police wers detormined to bring about
a reign to terror in the town, apread llke wild fire and
precipliteted certein untoward happerings in different parts
of the statelas

In the ensuing disturbances ten thousends families

38 R, Chowdhary, "Inslde Assam 1960", AS88agm Langusge
question (Jornct), 196l, p. 13,
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lost their homes cnd 34 persons thelr 3.:!.'«&«:8::‘"9 thereby
postponing implementotion of offleiel lenguage for come more
tinme, The Central Government as ususl had to intervens,

tith the adviece of the Unilon Home Kinlster, Covinda
Ballobh Pant, tiie Asspnm Assembly ond i8ascm Predesh Congress
committee hod come to the folloving decisious; |

sBscmeso, and Englisﬁ, to be replaced by Hindl,
should be decleoyed the cffleiel longuege for the Stete, and
“psscmese should bo ufed for district administration in the
Brahmaputra Valley, cnd Bengold, for Cachar end leave the
option for sclecting vhatever lenguege the vespective
gistrict end regloncl councils choose for ¢lotrict udninistres
tion in thely respcative distriets ¢né there vould be
contimction of English in the secretariel ené in the
headsn of depzrtments, |

This decislon of the Assen fSsewbly end ASsam
Prodesh Cougress Committee to turn Assem into a bilingual
s8tato hes come as o great Giscppolntment to most sectivns
of public opinion ln Assanm,

 7If the bAll gets through the Assembly, 1t will

pave the vy fur the gradual extinotion of the Assemese
languege in o fcu years,#0

39 G.S. Ghurye, Soelal Tension in Indis (Bombeys Fopular
Prchkashon, 5_9%%‘5:":4’ =

40 4, lzuerike, President of the Assegm Schitya Sabha,
Assen Tribune, 2 October 1960,
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- Politlecd partdes iike POP =nd €81 were olso etrongly
opposcd (o this Biilurmol fummis, There us poin aif{erences
of views uilidn the Copgress iisell, Sut, Jyotsue Chndrea,
Congrens represontative from Cochoy, wos of the opindon thet
the furmple glven by Pont ues uot sdhered o o tho recdge

Lion b unantes (o gdve 4o Bengeld lsignoge clodg with
ramess Led ot been pespoetod.

4 aecoda phese ol violeuce touk pluce which reculted
in fivo oun doot cirected st the Sengeld homes cud chops the
iry ob vihilch tho Sengrad Tardahicd usH 0 go on Gistriot.

% (striize) ut %@iﬁlﬁ?&“‘i‘}n&& |

fhe riotigs end evunter-rioting Suvoiving the
moatty bobrpools seafion of the arsces fnmaed with *ilpguistie
chcuvinian® -3 tho roldties of oproriunism o8 100 Dosis,

fnidst pudls end presspves the ofilelod Loupunge ecet uss

pragsed, contisting of conesssiuns €0 both tho rived elaima,

auithont projodies €0 the rrovislons & the syticles 846 =nd

247 of the Cenetimtlion of (ndic cud oubjcet oo herelnnfter

pruviGed r8armede 8hcdd be used four ~ll or coy of tho offiedsd

varppges of the stoftc of a8 mﬁ@ GLhe Aet nlso provideds
uuly lonsuages wiieh sre iu use immedlsioly

hefore the mzm.ancamﬁt £ this pot 8hndd
contione tw be used ioy a@mimstmﬁm ol

-~ o

&1 W {ilev aaﬁhi), 1 July 1961,
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othsy vl lelnd purpeses upte amd lvclucing the
iovel of the Automsuous Reglon oy the Awlonomons
wastriely oo the €080 nmoy be unidl tho Reglomed,
councid or the dlstriet counell in respact of,

the sufomegsus Beglon or the Autonomous oasdriet
declde in fevoup ol edoption of ~ny otlier Yadgu-ge
Lor ouy 0f the sunindstrotive or offlielrl purroses
vithin (het reglon or Glatriet, There w glio
provislon in seetlon 3, that the Bangsil lanpusge
shrll bo used for odpinisty:tive ond othey
uflicicl puryoses upto cnd ineluding the distriet
devel in the distriet of Cochar, 43

scme of (ho Beagedl spocking pooplo vl Cochinr vers pot
reeoncdled tuv this citnge, he lenguags i8soue indeed provided
the grenou Lur e LALL Stote povement, sut ob everybody
fenilier vith tho hictory of the movement for n 8epcrote
hiil otoefe koowsy A1 &2 eu indepenocnt dssuo and wes thore
even tlen the laupuege cuntroveray hordly cume to the fore,
She FBrptern Imile tvibol onlon wes forued excinsively fov
forthoerdng thls ecouse, It ve8 {ho podn dasve on whied
eleetions wers fuught in the hill evess, Ln fuot, of these
Leots wo 6o wl see hov the lanmguogse bill could bo held
resroutibio fuy tho puliticsl dlsintogrition threstensd hy
the serarctist noveneat of the hill iesders, The very siwnd
token by <thesoe lesdews un the imygunge Lssue ode yly shous
{heot they do ot vt suy comrvorlse, They hove only
carlolted the icsue ¢o further thely deunud Loy aezzzm:;mnnﬂ

43 1ibig,

44 liefer 5,K, Cheube,
(Caloutte, 1973).
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The Congress members from Cechar 4ld nothing more

then abstelaing from voting, So qid CPI, vhich usked for
tGequate safegucrds for the Bengell mipoyity liko the
publicetlon of State Gazette and court jJudgement in

Bengall language.45

The Politicel Perties gnd Officisl Longunge

4 politiecl periy can be looked upon os o coalition
of interest, a coclitlon vhich by ¢he very nature of the
activity is shifting boocuse each functioning politlcal
party is trying to cxzpang its pcotivities end this, it cen do
by cutting into the wess bese of other, Interests, similarly
are competlng with one enother so na %o capture the maoximum
poriion of ¢the resources (limited by thelr very nature) that
the pollitleal oysten commends, The interest group is,
therefore, trylng fto become e part of the vinning coclition
ond to convert i1t tu its own velue systenm,

In an idesl situetion, therciure, every potentlal
end actual interest gets artlculated and sggrogated by the
very situation of dyncule challenge inherent in the sltuation
thot koeps the systcn vworking, In Asswm, we find powerful
deuand for Assemcse as the offielsl langusge hacied by
mostly stucents, professionels, who are nmormally categorized
es the midfile ¢lesn, Yhe problem here 1s to find out, if

45 “issom in Agonyt, ilew Age, lu June 1961,
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the politleal partics functioned as®mechanism for transfor-
metion of needs into demands end erticulated and sggregated
them in relation to langusge problem, The disturbances,
agitatlons, nass demonstrations, regariing officlel langusge,
just before 1962 general election provided yet another arena
for the political parties 1ﬁ A88am to manpeuvre the politigs
to galn thQ nass support, The Congress Party suggested that
"the Assamese lap usge 18 one of the netlonal langueges of
India laid down in the Comstitution, %his langusge like
~other hes (o be cneouraged in every vay end progresslively used
by the people vhose mother tongue 1t is, In promoting its
use in various publle oetlvities it should be remcmbered that
its uso chounld not be anfered in erecs wihere other labgusges
prevail, licny corees of Irdle sre bilingual or multi-lingual
and each of the lengueges in use hes to be proteocted and
encourageﬁ.“46

he f88um Congress perity was in fevour of imple.
nenting the Contral Covermment's otand ond aelso roeconcile
its position vln.c«vis other groups, While it may bo yespon.
sible for msetin, or supporting one disturbuncc or the other
in the interests of its oun success it gave into the
dletates of Indisn Congrese cnd thet of Central Government,

Yho non-Congress natlonal parties Go not possess the powers

46 All Imiia Congress Committee Resolution, Congress Bulletin,
July 1960,
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of patronsge end orgenizctional advantages of the Congress,
therefore, disputes of & linguistic nature, prove more
intraetoble and prone to be left unresolved in favour of one
of the two strends, without g setlsfactory compromise,

Because of this aowareness, the Prgja Soclezlist
party did not force eny general poliey line over the question
of linguistlc reorganizotion of states, The party allowved
every state unit ¢o rursue its ovwn line without projudlcing
- its position in that aree, But even thise cautious fiat,
could not prevent confllet within the leadership ond between
party unlts at stclte ond ncotional levels, The PSP despite
its all Indle commitments, took an actlve part in the linguis.
tic state movemonts, Its atate units wore identified with
distriet reglonn) issue, Its support in Assgm is derived
predominently from Asssmese provinclal foars ogainst the
dominatlion of guother lingulstic group, the Bengoli, So
the trend vithin the PSP which showed political success
loy in this strategy,

The PSP position while not differing from the offlcial
position put much stresn on the autonomy of usage of minority
language., Houwever, the Soclalist Pariy took a different
position in the midsti of the disturbaneces, It came in
support of the demunds of second officlal state lunguage of
Bengell, Thus Jayprekesh Neroyen sald thet Bengall should
glven in Assem s sictus of state lnnguage,47 whieh mesznt

47 [Times of Indig, 3 June 1961,
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supporting the ciouvinistle deomand of the Scugren
Counnlttec, \

The CPI position ald not Gilfer much from thet of
the Congress, Tho perty executive auggéa%eﬁ that it 8tood
by eny reaplution thot sesks to doelare Assanese cs the
officlel longucge in thoe 3%asto vithout compulsion to any
mloority in tho hills and Cachar districls The nloority in
the wvhole Stete viil have their right of petition, appeal
edueatlon cid educctlon through thelr own langusge,

The longuage lssue wet only e politlecl issue, All
politiesl noriles in assém werc unites this time and there was
no differcnce between the Congress, PEP cnd the Coununists,
It w20 only o questlon of dogree of redponslbillty in the

a&aturbanceﬂ.48

gongress ond Prpetionel Polities

vithin the porlismentery system in which political
rartles opovcie in lndie, linguistle and natlonal aiﬁersity
poscs o problem ard checllenge to politicsel groups whe have
to operste ot perty unlts ot Ctato aid Central levels, Even
at tae gtelo level, the interests of govermment clashed with
rarty over lenguoge. Lenguege policy in Assam, for oxample,

illustreted the some gap between government ang pazty.49

{8szm Tripune, Aupust 1960,

48
49 Sec statoment of /ssem Chief Minister, and the Resolution
- of the /8agm PCC 1860, in Girja,Kumar and V,E, Arora,
ed, ,n, 30,
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The Glssent volee of the Assgm Pradesh Congress

Committec came from the Cachar sectlon of the Cangresa
itselfy for its eloctorel bose comes from the Bengzll
population vhich is about 80 rer cent in Cacher, To follow
and implemeﬂt the APCC's resplution wes to lose thelr eiectoral
support, It could npt but support the Cachar Sangram
Pariahaﬁ.. iho Cochcy Congress Comnittec zaopted a resolution
opposing Assom Congress Committee, The Karimgonj District
Congress Comulttee in 1ts meeting urged the Govermment to
introduce Bengsll alto o8 the Stste lenguege in pddition
to the Assemesc lenguege, The comblned pressure of
disturbances in Cecher led the slx Congress jL&s {o submlt
their resignations on 27 May, two days before the dlstriet-
wide complote strike waes deelared.so

“Mhe threc Distriet Congress Committees of Cochar
at Sllchar, Karimpgonj and Hellskandl were ell full of
vhiningn, A fow months back the Cachar Congreasmen took a
lesding part in orgenising a conventlon which decided to
take millitent steps ageinst the Assgm officlzl language Act
gnd for thet purpose to form a Cecher zille Gone Cengrem
Porishod, Tho Aspea provinelal Congress ralsed, but its
fecble volce ogeinst these activities lead towards an
open rebellion, Nothing daunted the Cachar Congress to go
a 8tep forward; they demanded a break from the APCC and the

50 Times of Indipr, 27 licy 1961,
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forurtion of their fhpee DCCs into an indepondent Péaﬁesh
Congress Committees, This demand, 1ike the one about twelve
years old, new to have g PCC with the additilon of Tripura
and ilonipnr hes since been turned down by the Congress
High Gommand“.al Much more than the opposition from Cecher
and tribal politiciauns, the internsl cunflicet based on
individuel politiking in politloesl rivalry centring around
the isaue of implement-tion of offleial languego pollcy,
dominzted the politicnl scene, The orgonizationsi =nd
prOgremnaticsz weckness of the opposition parties helped

to eocentuste the footlonal dissension within the Congress,
The faction opposcd to the Chief liinister led by NMolnul
Lagque Chandhery wio clso helled from Silchar in the Cachar
district found an opportunlty to dislodge him from power,

& smaller scetdon led by Dabeswer Sarma,sa'the former
Equeztion Hinister, wonted luiedlate luwplementation of
Asscmese lenguego act not only in the Assem Vaelliey but alfo
in Cachar and the tribal aress - thus putting himself in
opposiliion {0 both Chelhe -~nd Choudhery faction, There is
enouzh evidence to show that the anti-Chalad sectiohs vere

51 M., decg . u, 29,

52 Though SP had & progromme opposed to the Congress,
orgsnizetionally 1t was too wesk to launch an
independent campalgn, Relgtively astronger partles
like the PSP and the CPI talled behind the Congress,

53 fefey  Assar TRIBONE (6AUHATI) 1o vune 196°
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aclive bchind the éiﬂtnrbannes,SQ Yhe enti ¢helha group |
also nade different cllegutions, 9®iheso disturbances only
serve to confimm our viev that the ChohWa ecablnei aad
bungled the lenguege iscue, by morking time ond ¢aoreby
wlloving the wecds of opposition 4o gyov unier i¢s feet cnb
by thoughtlessly suggesting theot the icnguege move should
originate from tho iingulstice minovitlies the Govermment hop
coused storus of protest where there wight have been just
p 8tir of ovrosition,

 CholiAo vith Lis fection continued to bauk on the
sunpart of the ¢ontrel Government aul tlely ropericad
intervention from the centrel lecders in setiinmg its Zectional
differcnces through o compromlse linguistic formula (Shestri
end Pont) proserved the former pollticel positiun,

Ho eclear correlation cen bo eatigblished betwoon
the stcends teken by Gifferens psyties on ihe'languege
cueation and olectiun resulis, Issues other than lenguage
have olgo gone into ¢ consideretion in the 1962 olocilon,

Tho Congress party reuwsined ip pover inorensing
i¢o majority by 8 nmwre sorto in the Asscubly, Tue PSP
strength got Powuced from 8 to G, vhile CPI 108t sll its

6¢ faszn gribune (Gemhatld), 16 July 1960 nar e
: Ce {.‘Lsti?..)g 16 JuJ.y 1950,

66 J8sgm Yxibune (edlioriol), 25 July 1960,
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four aéaﬁs.sa The Cechar distrlet returned the Congress
candidaote with ono seat less and tho lndeponient presumably
supportod by Scngr:n Semitpl sccured 4 sozts, polling 40.6
per cont of the totel votes, Tho Congress percentage of votes
got reduced, Howevor, thie innocenco meant the defcot for
the Congross in Cachar district, The dlssenting Cheudheary
fuction wileh ouppowrtod the demond of the Bengalis; agaeln
hoppened To be the officiel nominse of the Congress, The
factionellsm vwithin the Congress porty did not pesult in
wockening tho party, The weckness of other partlca (o pose
ob glternative is o bo tcken gocount in this regerd,

[OVLILEWT REGARDING LxOIUM OF INSTRUCTIOHN

Lenguége io not merely an attribute of g glven
notionality, but 18 ¢ mewlum of communlection and an
instrument of 1deology.57 In o ecountry vhere the rullng
elesoes, based on the given form of division of lebour, have
orgonized pollitiecliy into n State, tho latterts orgenization
into various gpparpiuses, coercivo and persussive groups,
is dono through the process of cducstion in 2 givon longusgo
or longucges, Nducatlion, both primary end higher, provides
thoce apparatuscs vith the required personnel, UWhlle the
degres of outonomy of educationpl iﬁstitu%ions depenas on
- the prevelence of forms of democracy and the atrength of mass

6G Sec Apperdin Yeble ‘ regerddng Sleetion results

57 ©gtete end Ideology®, in L. (lthusser, Lonin on
Fhilogsophy cnd Other Essgys, WLb,




81

Bovements, the stute always tries {o maintein its hegemonyﬁs
over the systen of ednecrtion znd its concomitent, the medium
of instructions, It is &lso an importaent matter how vorlous
competing politicol partles try to use this phenomeonon of
educrtion ané lenguages for the purposes of keeplng or
changing o given strte of poiiticel powver,

In Indic, the crganiﬁatian of the State structure
on a laguistic/fedoral bosis and the granting of offlelisl
languege status €o reglonal lengucges, neceaaitatea for the
roerultment of State persomncl and disscuingtion of its
laeology, the introduetlon of these offielal langucgos also
g9 medlun of instruciion in educctlonal ipstitution in the
roespective Ctatens, She kducatlon Coumission (1964-66)
rocommonded the same, viz, "the use of reglonal lauguages
éﬁ the pmedium of edueaﬁionﬁ59 to0 fsellitate the carrying on
the business of these Govermuents vis-s-vis various olessses,
the contimnation of woglish ot cll levels of higher equeation
would, however, ensure the running of the Centre.State
sppratue, MHindi, =8 e link lansucge, despite 4ts ncotional
moorings hed little pertiiculzar significsnec from the stand.
poiny of rumning the suministretlon, It reualns es a symbol
of nationalismGO and su +sole for the political perties to

58 1Ibid,
69 Rgugotion Couwwisslon (1964-6G).

60 ‘It is, howevur, equally obvious that inglish cznnot serve
es the link lmnguage for the mejority of the people. It
i3 only Lingi vhieh can and should teke this pluce in due

course," Rerort of the Education Commission (1964-68),
Ps 42, _
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nanipulete, Alithough the regloncl forees had thely ooy in
vringlng tho regivzol offleinl langu:ge from the State, The
three.longucge foroulo ensured the objectives to be
reolized, dicoussed cbove,

mt the laplenentntion of the medium of instruotion
in rozloncl lrestogeg (uwith fhrss.louguogo formula) feeed the
difficultleco dopomiing on the rcgionaifggrrelatiun and
linguistic furacs,

in ABocn, “Msammese.sengold rivelry® beceme o plvotal
point in the politiacl issue, Yhe deelslon of tho Genhatd
University vo introduce fs8scusse clong wilh Inglish language
g5 the medlum oi ansiyruction el the Unlversity level, uith
the concescion o lhic Uengeld students to write their
oxguinstion pagexuaa in Bengoll, osparked off rogetion smong
them, ‘hile A8Scucso miGdle cleSs ecom.unity e siudents
hed no objection o {ue vengeld atuaonis coulng iyom the
Cochar gistirict for mekin, use ol Uhis proviglon to write
thelr exemination pepers in Benguli, they wore vehcuenily
oprosed to any of tho Bengell couwing {row brohmoputra Valley
for GVailPugr 490 sume foollity,

61 Accordlng to sGucotion Coiudralon Report, Zngiish
will sevve oo ¢ link lenguege in hisher eguestion for
ggigemic vork anu inteliecturl intereconuuniontion,

L ]

62 Hesolution of tho Acatemice Councll of Gouliatl University
peszed on 6 Juno 1072,
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The Asscnm Sehitys rabha backed up this position by
paseing a ycsolution to the effeet that Assomese alone should
be the medium of instruction in the Brehmaputra Valley and
English, along with sssamese, should be rctelned for a few
years for answoring 'examina’cions.ea ‘

4 subseguent agitation asking for Asssmese
a8 the regiongl medium of instruction in the university
rosulted in violence and repression.“ The aglietional and
the politicel pressures made the university to revise its
dceision on 12 June and it resolved that Asscmese would be
the medium of inatruction in colleges under its jurisdictions
while English was to be continued a8 an e&ternétive nediunm
of imstruction till such time,not exceeding ten years, as
considered necesscry, The Council also withdrew the
option of anﬂwerinc( question popers in Bengali language.es

A counter.agltation in Cachar led by cangram
Prrishod backed up c8 usual by Cachar factlional Congress
and 1ts youth wing--Chhatra Parished?, culminating in a
legal challenge?G forced the Chilef linister to tske a
decislon, Accordinghit was decided that ®"the medium of

63 . Jitendrs Nath Coswaml, General Sccretary of Assam
SShit{a Scbha on the Ganhatl University aAcazdemile
Councilt's declsion quoted in D sagm, © June

1972,
64 ITimes of India, 17 October 1972,
65 Acudemlc Council's revised ite decision on 12 June 1972,

66 A wrlt petition challenging the decislion of the academi
Council of Gauhati University to mske only Asssmese and
knglish lengusges es the medium of iustructlion and
exaninatlon wes moved on behalf of the Silehrr Gurucho
Collicge &t the cupreme Court on 1 July,
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instruction ot the University stage for the Gauhatd ond
Dibrugorh University should be Assimese and Bnglich, enmd o
separate university bo set up vith territorisl Juriﬂdietion
over tho dlotrict of Cechert pond the (overmment of India be
moved in the mexter.67

Controry To the expectalions of supporters of the
Chicf lMinistcr tho unonimous resolutlon of Assom Asscmbly
cn the medium of inpstrucetion at tho university level hes
folled to satiofy beth e linguistic mejority or lingulstie
mizority., Evon thos uncnimous supnort to the resolution
itsolf io belng callea into quastion in eertcin quarters,sa

The etuiente of Brohmeputre Valley led by All
s88cm Studentat Untom, colied for o Aoy "Asscm Bondh" on
6 October, Thoro vass no resistencc %o the bendh from the
State Government, DBu¢, for the unfortuncte incidents ot
some places liko tho industricl toun of iinsukic in
Dibrugarh dlcotriet, end Kherupetia end llangzldel iu Darrang
district, the bondh ves pesccful, Thelr mein opposition
to tho rosoluiion ves, 4f implemented, mcking 4sswm a
bilinguel Stato uhich they mointzin ic ageinst tho prinelple
underlylng the Stctets reorgenlzction, Henee they ncintaln

that jescmesSc clono should be the medlivm of instructlion and

67 Assanm Logiolotive Assembly Debates, 23 September 1972.
68 Poiriot (wew Delhi), 5 Oetober 1972,
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4t should be made compulsory subject in all schools where
medium of instrueticn 18 not ssscmese, 1If Cachar would not
escept this, this section msintcins that that dlstriet would
go out of Aasm.sg
The Congress leaders from Cecher who hed joined
the Cecher Ccngram Perished arc reported to have geclded to
resign from the State Leglslature if/f(“:'flief Ministor falled
to meot Cocharts Qemand, The Cachar Oangram Parishad ealled
for a atriko on 9 October backing the rights of linguistie

ninoritios in Ass z:wm..'m

Thelr maln Gemand waS not g separate
University but equnl status of Bengall &5 medium of
instructlion 4n both the Universities of aAssam,

The linguistic situction in 28szm wes moving
inexorably towards a crieis with the govermment caught in
the cross fire betwesn ASsamese and Bengell chauviniam.71

The smg;da Liinistry completely feiled in the
languege riots of 1972 on which o large number of pcople
from both minority as vell as mpjority communities ueie
kilied, %he unpnimous decislon taken in the leglslature
hed to be withdraown cgeln due to vressure from egzitation
launched by All AScem V-Btudents Union which wes supported

by the people of the Brohmeputra Wlley, Mishind the ggitetion

69 Ibld,
70 Hindusten Times (Hew Delhl), & October 1272,
71 Ibid,, 6 October 1972,
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antl soelcl foelt oloments wcre also involved in rioting and
destruction,

Jurdng (Lo cgltotion, come of the pro-Choudhary
group clementa in vhe Congreses paxiy who vere in powver
neithor in the Govermuent por in the party orgeonisction
offered thelr cssletrunes @ the ALl Assam Students Union
in comtimuing thoir ggitation pgeinst €he declsion of the
Legislctive resembly. Uven the oprosition portics who
supported the #Scenbly resolutlon in the floor, fpund 1t
GLEfienlt outside the House to go cgriust the vill of
students cad the pcople, Thel ls why cfter supporting the
Govermment!s deeclslon in €he Liouse they supported the
students' ¢zltotlion for thely politicel future,

Cocnay lezGerd pow eintzin thet e sepercie
Undversify micht colve the problem of the linguistic minordty
in thelir distrlet, but it vonld not colve the basic problem
involved, nmmely, iu “hs right of lingulotlie minoriiies
in thoir dietriet v roceive edue~tlon throuzsh tholr mother
tongue, Tas fthrert poscd to the ruling perty in the Stacte
by its own neubers fron Cacher could be far-reachung, The
Congress loodors zom Cochoy who LoG Joined the Cochrr
Sengram Perished orc veported lo Lrve declded to raesign
from the Stote Legisloture party if Chief Minleter fulled Yo
moct Cocharts deacrd on ths nodiun of instrucilon iasuc, The
CLP hes 14 npcpbers,fron Cochor two wmombers end in €he Ceblnet-.
nr, Lohitosh Purkeycstha end DY, Lutfur Rshman,
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Both Purkaycstha end Lutiur Rehmen fsced serious
changes of violating purty discipline Guring the lauguege
riots, Pressure Irom the party members from the
Vrchmoputra Velley wmounted in favour of alsmisgal of the
offeniling i»iinistt;ra. dhis put Gin¢has in a2 delicutz position,
for not teking eolion egolnst them, ‘Yhis zlionated the
members ond orented a bad precedont, iaking sotion on
the othor hond, night lead the issus 'w serlous prurortions
by loasing support of all the 14 legislators from Uscher
wleh &Ginghe could not afford keeping ia vicw hie personal |
interests,

However, Singhc cought the help oi the party
High Coumond end the Prime linlster in gettling out of the
wrengle a8 a result of which the Assembly pessed (he
resolution that "Assgmese woula be the sole wedium of
instruetion and English woulu continue =3 on elternctive
pedlun for o period not exeeeding 10 yecxs,

Indeed, the languege issue appears o hovo been
utilized as ¢ puwn in the geme of pover polli.ca ln ASsmm
end £t is unlikely that the confiict of loczl politiccl
interests vill peymlt it to be judged on its merits, &
nov polliticol phencmena of this period wes the localized
opportuniam of the CPL vhich wdNke-ielddy; € vociferomsyput
forward the proposel for rolitical separation of Cachar.?a

72 fhe suigestion of the CP1 lesder, R, R=0, for the _
seceasicn of Cocher oy possible solution as quoted
in Hindusten Stondard, 20 vetober 1972,
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ihis wes aloo volech by the minority chouvinists of the
Bongall orgendzatlion of Cachar, Neither politiecal
oxpefisnce Y a theoreticol ond prograumatic formulation
con be schovn to justify CPIts chenge in policy, DBecouse
the netlonel oppression of Cecher Bongall is far from a
roality, 4$ho eutonomy glven to the Bengell lenguage in its
litercyy sphero 1s ¢ cleay Alndleatilon of the same facot,

The tedency throughout the perio¢ following Independence
in gll these langucgo movement hoo prodominantly becn of
middle elean brientaﬁicn. The nost consistent sdvocate
0f cggressive lingulom in the State since the time of
indopendence hes been found to be the Assum Sshitya Sabha,
ﬁisgruntlcé political personclitica speclel.y those with
backgrouns in student politics are frequently found %o be
associated vwith thie movement, The politics cnd elogeans
revolved around the competitive job-hungry middle clcess
elcmonts of this provinee divided by geographioceal
accidontt--(particion) into Bongclise end fsscmese, Theo
working class cnd peesantyy say lor instanne,73 have becn
a pcosivo phcnomenon polltically, Hence it is cleaor,

73 velegetes roproscnting 13,000 tea labour population
of the Dibrugorh brench o Asscm Chen Mazdoor Stcn h
in its snnusl cscossion demanded ASsomese gf the
state lengucge, ASgom iribune, June 1960,



that the soclsl buse of the lengusge movement wes predo-
minantly o senl-educried cnd eduented petiy bourgeoisie
vho boecwe the instruuent in the gase of feootional cxd
group politics.m

74 Times of Indip, 10 November 1972, Matlonal flerald,
20 October 1972, Pg&r%j, 13 Uetober 1972,
%n%g Bagar Patyike, 12 dovember and g2 FHovember
L]






CHAPTER IV

CORCLUSION

Hoving onzmined tho vordons espects of the
lenguage probian mﬁaam, ve peike en attanpt o oum up
tho onclysioc ond Soe Lf any conclucion® can be Groun out
of ity

An attonpt hes bood pode to wnderstend tho
languege gueation in it8 ix#&tax@a@tmemtm& perepeative
by exemining the problem in tho eontext of hussien
situation oo obtoined in the 19%h ood csrly 20th century
and tho cladsical Larsidt and Lenimiot positions on the
rolated probiems of nationglity, nation ond tho vardous
attrilntos thorein, Thus the thooyeticcl formuletion 18
nogastary W loeate the problen m iso c%mr%‘é pampeéﬁw,
Hoving Joented the problem of leogungo in the context of
nationalitieo opprossion, ve prosecded to See how the foraer
bocomes ono of the feetors in oetting the poittical
problem of notionnl Delfedotormination ond hov sentralization
of vordous glalocto apd languoges 18 o progressive
PRAnOROnR,

Historion) conditions of Russin wove much
difforent from InGls, In Teprist Ruscla onc pationallty,
L., the Grept Russlaon nationaldity oppressod tho othor

» 100 »
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potionailiion, lLlerefore, tho deuwand Loy the vight of
Sgeesadon wen rolsed by the nouehusol:n notdoncilitics
Lighting sur petbonnd Mberation, flLus 4% 40 proeisoly the
sregdol conerolo, Listurierd fectuves of tho uctionqd
question fa Tusals thot reccgnised the ight of noSlons fo
aeif-Gotermminetion, Howvsvor, (ke Indicn code :ii.a' alfforent
Guo te uiiferent hiotoricel conjunciure, The rolo taat the
irarter boSsion colonizers hod pluyed 4o the ontop rogions
0f -uropc.u Fusgia g othey rogione of tho Ysorpist

copdre ued Listoricgiiy pleyved by the pritish imperiniist
in the colonici period of Govelepnent ia Indla, In indic,
ell the differout nrflvnniities mud Lrpuiotie prouns wers
oprdcased by Srilicl lopordndism, Thorefore, tho fauedicte
tonk of the duGion actlonsd wovosment ues €0 opgonlire a
cingle astdonel mezicot cod fo bying cbout o poiltiacd
intogretivn, through vhiel 4% could nedicto vordoun cicss
Luteresio, fooy voredned clld dssues and demands waleh
votile bring one oeetdon of tue Iodion socicoly egeinst
crothors Lo dnfopocts of vegdeus nctionolitics dopinded
not segoacien fzum vaoe coothor but the forging of gtrong
bouds of walty cgoiuot the uritish ippordcifam, ‘herofure,
{00 Gazeik Lo tut pight of sceosplon ven ot rolsed by
esy nctdon MAty, Lbuo uwe find 40 Indle, aoticnciitics

08 fmuopeandent SvelveCouuopde cntitien cecsel to exlat
fron tho L0208 omweads o8 choun in the onpe of /ssumese



ond Deppedfy  Eowovor oftor Ingoponionsc tho mz.w hen

P pAvayo mﬁ@é in tomno of aﬁm&&g of Iongaonot
”ﬁ%ﬁfw% At 40 wmong o oguate tho lonmons Wﬁw
wiih notionolity ough §¢ 46 troo that loaguage 40 op
alhrdbnto of o pivon notlonadity, Confng bosk W (ho
apaekfie oo of Aboch, ve hovo ooon hov Donpald end
Abocniodo ivoley 40 not nutlonnlity pulitios, In foet,y &t
40 o otruggle bolvoon soDcncto ond Dongeld niddle e}

for tho pooition of pelitdoct ond eudturel hogmuony
o1} o vortod tPAbon ood Tooeo of AbSan, ThO copnum
chongod thot cono chout &n thoe unitoed mwm& z:mvmﬁ
undoy colopinl otrueture wore lop oldod, yot diofntograting
in thoe teano ﬂﬁ" redueing e objootivo boolo for o
sorrmpdty of Bongald ang soocncse Mwing in on Acoloted
a&w,m copritony oo Ouel,  Sho mﬁl vadd sat hove boon

sciskog pepudation 3n coztoll ovosia }
orce TBS provided, oo 48 mmmw m@ $n meat
porss of Indls, & Oposlfie aroo in vhich polities oould
problen of f8acn, 45 lator yorws uoo 1o tomo of poistiend
nopdfeototion wo thot of Abscnono Dongedd chwaleys

Bowovor ofter Injepeniones, tho poiolog of

offlelnl longucgo cid Dodlan of Lpotrectisn brought the
AMnguiotic cheovinion o tho Sorofpont, Do doubt 4t 40
o oot cophiotiontod dovieo of tho rallng olooo to cpsure




tho porpotuntion of ob clitiot primiplo of cdueation to
eonplotoly fominiino in the mme of oudornity omd :
Drogroanivinn, Mo sophlotication oo in the midng of
theso $0e003 yith tho quontion of enlturel cal Iingutatic
ddoutity of to vorisus notionolitlon of cur countay,

Shin Goviee Lo vostdng oxvcedingly wold 48 orgc of 2tem,
Chcayiniop 20 ond of the ovloglen) els whieh onsbicd

tho boupgoodndo to solotels 4% doninction ovor @m&mmt‘
Ip toocn wo LAnd rpst imnm, ovon whon Bot oven pouoto
[o0ezieno ond Boagodd x&mg; e vff ond on a&m&am
hove o bo erooted whied koop lenguogo to '
Moy ond divort peaplato ndad from tho mm& ncue,

Indgeation « gofupoos, infiltennts ond

| o¥con0ct & &n ono Sorp of the othor hove buson Aatily @im
ony comotiogo Lin o ovgenigod Domor wndor tho cegl

tho mmg povor ad often duo to coonende éavnmmm%

1

W8 BhaB %5‘ £0,1 e0
India 547 DD TR0 142 138 0 2G

souresy mma tolnoy, #AB0n ond 400 pigpenton, Doosrperhy
ihoic, wis Li, Woy 3y dubo 107




loohprotion ond Setorsed power Strugoles in tho raling

- podty hoo o Gonomnteoting dnfluonocy  Yho oaimlotive
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YABLE (%)

T oIstrict Percentage lmuigronts from otner

. of growth provinees (% on total
Lepulgtion

1 Cacher 25,1 + 5.0

2 Cyilhet Ued + 3.7

8 Goulpere 1,36 + 4,98

4 Kemrup 1.66 + 0.85

5 Dareong 12,60 + 2,04

6 lowgung 10,8 + 2.48

7 Clbaigar 23,49 + 10,11

& Lekaimpow ' 41.22 + 22.21

O Xjosi i Jramtio LILLS 10,85 4 0,36

10 Garo HL11S 10,97 - 0,14

Cource; Reports on tho Census of Assam, 1891,

Growth Rote of Qovu.tation in oech uistrigt

ST J83th Trom -1

1 Gozlpara + 2,08
2 mep - 7.10
3 Darreng + 10,43
4 lLougong - £4.80
5 “‘ibapgar + 24.40
¢ Lukhimpur + 46,18
7 Oy lhet + 4,04
8 Caehar + 17.88
g ixhesi & Jeintlas Hills + 2.19
10 Gero hi s 4

Source; Census ol indi a, s ABSan %art 1 Report,
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TABLE  (2)

PERCEUTAGY OF VARI/ZTION OF DNMIGRANT AID iiGRANT
I £ACU DISTRICT OF ASSAM IN 1911-192L

DIBTTLCLE , 1013, ' 102
InnigTents Lnigtents (lomlgrants . Lilgrents

Goalpara 10,68  2.97  27.8 1.9
Komzup 4.73 3.4¢ . 10,6 1.98
Derrang | 8215 117 40,49  0.89
LOUZOng 12,82  B.05 85,71  2.26
cibseger 260 27 2073 2.8
Lekhinpur : 42,15  1.87 . 44,05 1,382
Cachar 22,81 2,05 17,18 2.59
Sylbet Gs61  3.833 6.85 3,29
Gero Hills 8.1 2,27 . 7.44 2.28
Khasi & Jolutie Hilis - - - -

Cources Cepsus of Indie, 1831, vol, III, Part 1l Tcblesa,




TABLE (3)

uISTRIBUYION OF POPULATION (1911-.1961) (i/IIGUAGE-WISE) IN VARIOUS
DISTRICTS OF ASsAM

(1) 1911~1921

*+* 20,83

wtate Julatrict 1921 |
e | ASScmese Bengall ~ ZASBanese Dengaik
~ Assenm * 1,530,692 * 166,002 * 1,723,111 * 1,422,808
xe - - T L 13. 2 ** 4 22.32 _
&% 35.31 %% 25,90 **®  33.43 e 27.60
Goalpara - 85,329 * 347,772 * 138,810 710
. - ' T LA 62,68 "'* + 16.%
*¥x 14,21 s*% 57,90 *ee 13,20 sse 53,21
Kamrup - £29,750 - 8,504 * 576,206 * 50,866
" - - =% 8.%7 * 49,801
e 79,23 s 1,27 *8% 75,46 ey 6,66
Darrang * 166,988 * 57,986 * 175,865 « 86, 680
" - L 5 S L L S 5.32 *e 4 49’48
wne 44,37 *ss 15,41 *%e 3650 ses 18,04
United miklr
HNorth Cachar
Hilis . 80 ¢ 15,789 * 104 « 15,018
L1 - L 2 - + 30’06 *% 4 0082
won 09 ss» 57,84  *%¢ 0,30 *38 59,52
Lakhimpur * 158,535 * 76,436 * 187,379 . 073
o 2 s+ 1620 ** je18.l0 o s S00hT
*#¥¢ 33,99 “e]10,71 s*® 16,89

L X X X ]

60T



Jistribttion of Populcidon (10L1.1061) contdess

A P

Jogruo8e

R ectaatss

* 105,049
ee

aenca, A4
Uibe gar 3 091,654

450,73
Cochar *, 1404

wnn 0,20
Gare Biils f§ ) a0

ver 0,19

Jnitel oesid 0#
o Jointds HLIo®e W

FEE0. 3B
ddre 0ddan # 106
w3 .

¥R 0,08

12ms
4.9
E I

w®ok 13462

* 400,C7L
Y, |

58 (9,60
* 13,018
AR .-

Ea Bk :d 11’90

o i -r

ahe 1,12
77
R

3
w0 D08

Botgnid.. - IBcorene

910,601
an47,67
ek 50,04

S 8.49
L2 6; a5
*® 3
R O Q?

72 -10]
t467.05
18,12+

* 191,351
"Ry ’
sos 15,00

# 028,080
%y Gy 7
#se 70,20

@ £0,100
*® 3.28
e 11 o0
3,315

4
=ep184, 25
wan 1,

OTT



TABLE

DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION (1911-1961) (LAIIGUAGE~.ISE) IN VARIUUS

LISTRICTS OF AScaM

(11) 1931.1361

State/District 1931
— [SSgmese __Behzall

* 1,002,201
‘** 10.62
sex 32 39

Goalpara ¢ 161,179
*s 4 16,31
e 15,26

Eenrup * 649,512
*®* 4 12,75
oE 55,50

AsSsSam

Darrang .

»ey
Rk

193,7
lo.i
32,85

United Mikir * 108
Horth Cachar s+ 23,08

Hills s#* (0,39
Lekhimpur = 236,933
84 26,45

s&¢ 30,44

ASBpmese  Bengzid ASSeamess Bengedl
® 1,698,027 * 4,971,229 * 1,734,466 * 6,784,271 * 2,089,248
*% 410,41 %% 4 144,52 %+ 2,09 e+ 4’3647 »e 4 20,45
#ee D756 *ev 5G.20 e 10.64 s 57.14 s 17,60
* 476,433 * 637,027 * 193,379 * 1,021,145 ® 185,020
a% 4 17.43 M 4 206,95 % . 656,41 %3 48.0 . 4,32
st* 53,97 ®rr 62,00 2 **e 17.45 €*x GG,14 ss* 11,908
* 170,400 * 1,177,667 * 25211 * 1,065,994 * 203,687
or s oo o wes B1ED ST e 2ot *s Al,48 *s . 9,56
~wen 17,45 % 75,01 x#el5.11 bnd 89,77 *ss |\ 0,88
* 05,535 * 714,395 * 64,151 *+ 839,788 « 127,021
«vs 10,22  *24286.75 **. 32.88 *%417,55 *+ 93,00
aek 16,22  #%% 77,35  4ne G 05 see 53,12 sse 0,85
* 19,502 * 5,796 7,222 * 21,733 * 23,663
exp02.52 2 *v . m-ea.g’? s24275,05 *e,02% o
#29580,38  *%%3,50 w437 " 7,75 *6eg, 42
e 78,699 * 721,535 * 85,002 e 085,167 * 127,985
e2.25)31  *¢ 204,53  #*40,45 *%,36,54 *443, 50
«*s10.11  **+%G4,06 sne7,.2 **#G3. 00 sseg 13

TIT



Jistr.pution of Porplation (1912.10CL) contd.
(1) 1501-1061uesne

o1t

Zascmede benpodd —  cagsemese  _Bengtdd - A8gr ———Hengnl
Lcugong * 237,408 198, ® (12,508 % 207,254 T 070,808 2 Roed,7
®8$1.2,70 +|@s.'?2q *w.sé.m t7.99 *%51.'34 tl.19
*ss 12,20 =437 *** G9,00 - 23.39 58 5,80 -17.32
Sibsegar  # 603,000 * 73,361 023,560 * 41 # 1,280,451 * 46,03
o 100000 arialie  endooig m& 5 e R et N
se¢ 53,06 el aergis 3,43  **¢ g5.49 oxe 3,08
Contier * 223l % 506,16 ¢ 2,402 * 560 * 4,000 # 1,005,851
vey 20,72 #2688 w818 wmsa.és sndal, it BT
she Dot eseyoncE  wen OBLC  eee 99014 #08 0g 3
Gao Lilis * 0,573 20,453 0,651 * 83,204 « 16,073 28,046
b i - é x84 12074 *» GGLB4 “&ae.aa
£ 2 % ] 2;.92 E S 3 4 3,3'71 E %8 ,‘:}Q E 2 .2 3 9.61 it 5*% L2 4] “9*@
United Khosd ® 1,87G ® 0,047 % 15,276 * 13,601
& Juintis,  #%3117,03 *&20.5 a%71A, 20  *7146,82 49 08 «mxaé,m
f11.8 ss8 0.G5 %% L,OL FN0L,00  wee 3,97 aent 777 U 7,08
ideo DiLE € 114 ® 129 s 275 " 18,682
are £0.90 wadong oo 12006 eradas *%110,18  #455.18
aen 0,00 *%e 1,07 228 .07  wes 0,14 as 0,30  wer 7,02

"Pier Lo m,ge Qoe0 20T 1041 Wois DD UDLLBhCUe
* Ingien ~ Ab8soluto figure

e .»naimtes ~ poresutago vorlsotlion porniotion
sselniicates peveontogo to ‘étnw,l

couyeos

vo., 11, Port i3
Airetion Tablo . Ceble €, Aprendlz IIL,

iy "69-73;



TABLE (4)

0 A AT
ACCHL 8FrT S

BLCTIOR Res ULTS 3 1057463

Forty Contested oD ' D | B
Congreas ior 103 71 70 A 2 E2.4 48.3
P.S.P. 36 53 3 6 8 @ 12,7 12,7
C.P.I. 2 31 2 0 a 12 81 Cod
TuUs Py . 9 * .

R.C,PI.  * 8 1 1 » 5 . 1.2
) 78 G5 12 '3 76 1z 26.8 23.8
ATHLE 15 11 1 546
3P 14 o 9 1.5
I8 4 o a 0u2
ACK 4 o 3

0.2

LVLLL L0aSY

+PLLGs ALl Parxty Lill
Lo-dexst Confersuco

ACK 3 Achik ASongha
Chilchikglpn Botsk

“UP g Tribcl Unlon Party

Symbol uied LD 1Gb.es

Cont;
Yinn g
L2 3

YoT &

Source: aaxﬁegz W .

Condidates of a porty contesting in the disticel

Sect won by the purty's caondldcote,

AJumbor of the perty's condl ates wic iost
thelr securitly deposit,

Percentoge of the totel veiid votes in the
aistyiet polled by the part.-ga condidate,
pn.y vinnding ccutidates of the party can be
identified,

€TT
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