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Dedicated to the dearest Sagar Sarhadi who believes in
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The First Absence






The Crisp Crease

After getting Tommy to relieve itself, Babu Jaswant Singh could

not, as usual, drop Tommy back home in time.

He left the house very late. After all, he was a chronic patient of
constipation. These days, he had been suffering severely of piles. Even
after taking a full mug of water, his bowels got cleared in installments,

with warts oozing off and on.

His abdomen started acting up exactly when he was about to
leave the house. He had to stop. Though Mr. Jaswant Singh has kept
trifla powder mixed with Panchaskar! mixture and Kayamchurna? to
reduce the uneasiness, but the problem did not seem to be reduced.
Though while taking it at night, this phantasm always gave him false
assurance of a comfortable morning, but the next morning would always
brutally pass on the responsibility to the next. Now he gets shaken when
he sees the sight of the commode filled with blood. He has started taking
overdose of heam up tablets without consulting any doctor — He wants to

increase the level of heamoglobin in his blood, no matter how. Though he

1 Names of Indian herbal medicines
2 Names of Indian herbal medicines
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knows he should not have done it without consulting his physician and

family doctor — Doctor Saxena , in Kanpur.

He is also irked by his pet Tommy’s reckless behavior. Damn dog
cannot stand in one place. Ineptly trying to release itself from the chain
and sniffing the ground here and there. It is clumsily scraping the
ground with its paws. Awkwardly making different noises from his throat
as it tries to bolt with its full might. It tries to proclaim that nobody can
make it wait on the bridge. Babu Jaswant Singh does not want to leave
the bridge for one instant. Leaving the bridge means being absent from

the meeting point, which he absolutely could not let happen.

Babu Jaswant Singh also knows that whenever he goes to relieve
himself, Tommy always shows its restlessness. He just cannot
comprehend Tommy’s disconcertment. May be Tommy’s effrontery is a
kind of protest that he makes him stand in one place without his
consent. Whenever Babu Jaswant Singh is in need, he has always found

Tommy behaving very cunningly.

Whenever he is in need, dammed Tommy starts behaving so

innocent as if it does not know why he has stayed on the bridge so long.

He is not supposed to scold Tommy even after his irksome
behavior. Babu Jaswant Singh interrupted himself. However, he has
already abused Tommy in his heart silently. Yes he did. So what? It’s all
about habit. Once one gets habitual, he suffers from slip of tongue. It’s

best to nail it in time.

He felt happy when he reached from Kanpur and his son and
daughter in law at least considered him’ capable’ enough to take care of
dog. Now he has also started feeling that this fact of being a respectable
old man is only acknowledged by Tommy. To bear the tantrums of

grandsons (Malay- Nilay) is not his cup of tea.

After the clock sounds the alarm in the early morning, the Tommy

starts sniveling. As if he has turned on the alarm for Tommy and not for
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himself. Many a times, out of his laziness, Babu Jaswant Singh lets the
alarm ring even if he is half-awake. But nothing on earth can make
Tommy bear the alarm. He used to pounce on the table and chucked the
clock to the floor. He could not bear its atrocities too long. He
complained to his son Narendra that Tommy should not be tied in his
room that it might attack him sometime in a fit of rage. After all, you
cannot trust an animal. Narendra did not oppose his objection. Now,
Tommy is tied in the passage of the house. Babu Jaswant Singh’s
daughter- in- law, Sunaina, remained disgusted for many days due to
this unpleasant affair, as if Tommy was exiled because of him. He felt
like counter questioning her, that, if she is so concerned, why is she not

tying Tommy in her room as she has the biggest room in the house.

He also felt that Tommy seemed to have an aversion towards
news. Off late, he could understand the whole matter. It had no problems
with news but with the language. If an English language channel was on,
it never created any disturbance. The moment he put on ‘Agj Tak’ it
started sniveling. He could merely listen to the main bulletin. After
sometime, Tommy’s sniveling changed to growling and started to spread
terror in the living room. Sunaina could not bear the discomfort of
Tommy. She would always intrude and say, “Please put on some music

channel. What is so special about ‘Aqj Tak™ It runs news 24x7.”

The remote would finally lay on the armrest of the couch and an
annoyed Babu Jaswant Singh got up and came back to his room, which
was next to the Balcony. And from there he could hear songs like
‘Mahboob mere...mahboob mere...teri aankho se mujhe peene de’; filled
with obscenity, would drip like molten lead in his ears. Tommy’s gestures
astonished him. It sat on the floor, headlying on its legs, mesmerized by
the charm of Sushmita Sen’s beauty. He neither understood nor could
somebody make him understand, why Tommy did not like the language

of news — and liked it more when Sushmita Sen was there. Why?
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Earlier, Babu Jaswant Singh after relieving Tommy would walk it
as he went out for a stroll .He soon realised that Col Swami’s suggestion
was not entirely unfounded. As suggested, while having morning walks, a
man expects complete peace — not possible with Tommy in tow. Top of it

all, Tommy’s playful annoying attitude was dangerous for his age.

After fulfilling its required needs, it would be better to leave
Tommy at home. There were other younger people in the house who

could fulfill its playful needs. This was not his cup of tea.
Oh my Goodness!

Hey! Hey! Watch it! Are you ok? Wait! Wait! Don’t rush to get up.
Hold my hand. Do not put much pressure on your knees — Yes, This
way... keep holding my shoulders. I will not be hurt. Yes! Good! Try to
stand straight.

Yes... aaaa -, hold my hand and try to walk few steps... Are you
feeling all right?

That stranger helped him to get up and started wiping the sticky
mud off his kurta. As he lifted the back of the Kurta , It was apparent by

the marks on the pyjamas that he would have bruised his bottom.

The stranger was satisfied with the fact; he had not sustained any
internal injuries. If there were any, he would not have been able to walk

a single step. The pain would not have allowed him to walk even a little.

Babu Jaswant Singh was inflamed with anger after it seemed as if
Tommy was witnessing everything in glee, standing far off with the chain
dangling around its neck. As if, it was having fun seeing him falling. He
felt like throwing stone at its head without considering the immediate

circumstances.

You are amazing! You have come for a walk wearing slippers. If
you have a craze for breaking your bones, then it is a different matter all

together. Top it all, you are taking this grenade with you. Stranger fired
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sarcastically. You are right on your part friend. But, we can at least drop

it back ... after it is relieved.

Is it too far? The stranger asked out of curiosity.

Ohk, Ohk. You stay in Glaxo? Is it nearby? Let me drop you at
your place. The stranger caught his drift.

He was badly shaken by the shock of the fall. Babu Jaswant
Singh could not deny the offer.

He was amazed by Tommy’s sudden change of behavior. It was

behaving with docility after the stranger took over it’s leash, ‘the rascal’.

‘Don’t you have any market in your vicinity? It you have, then get

good sports shoes for the evening.

However, his worry was that he was not much aware of the
neighbourhood. He had seen neither any market nor stores near Nirman
Vihar. The stranger asked for his shoe size. Babu Jaswant Singh
answered hesitantly; that his shoe size of yore was seven. But he didn’t
know his current size. Stranger burst into laughter at his ignorance. He
was not a growing kid that his size would change with time. It still had to

be seven.

The stranger inquisitively asked if he often came this way for

walks. He had never seen him on this route before— why?

Babu Jaswant Singh explained that he had come this way for the
first time. Actually, he always took Tommy for a walk as well as to relieve
him in the big park nearby. Yesterday the gardener had suddenly noticed
and objected. Sir, the park is meant for kids not for the pooping of dogs

and cats. He would be penalized on being complained against.

After reaching the Glaxo bridge incline, Babu Jaswant Singh was
overwhelmed with gratitude, and tried to take Tommy’s chain from his
hands. At this, the stranger said in jest — Do not worry! He did not intend
to snack at his house. He was not sure about the rough patch of road
near the incline; he did not feel like dropping him off just like that. He
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did not need to worry. He would not leave until Babu Jaswant Singh
reached his gate. Did he have kids? If he has kids, then, he must be
having Arnica. If you have, then take 5-6 tablets immediately. Take three
— four times a day. Internal injury will be healed. If you do not, then ask
somebody to get it from the market. Arnica-30.

After reaching the gate, Babu Jaswant Singh felt like inviting Col
Swami for a cup of coffee. However, he could not muster up the courage.
At this time, Sunaina must hve been busy in preparation of sending
Malay — Nelay to school. He was also completely unaware about the
geography of the kitchen, so obviously he could not prepare coffee for
both of them. It had been long since he arrived from Kanpur to Delhi. He
felt like a stranger; the moment he entered the threshold of the house.

Please, do not get into any formalities. The stranger understood

the conflict. We will sit sometime later.

Now excuse me please. We shall meet up in the morning on the
same Mayur- Vihar Bridge. Exactly around quarter past 6 or 6:30.

Please leave your darling behind at home this time.

By the way — My name is Vishnu Narayan Swami — Retired Col
swami. I live in Noida in Sec-26. [ usually come this same way for a walk.
The blooming fields of the Yamuna always attract me. One can barely feel

the sweet smell of sugarcane fields in Noida.
Babu Jaswant Singh felt embarrassed.

Babu Jaswant Singh was a retired civil engineer. I live with my
son and daughter in Law in Glaxo. I am grateful.

It is alright. Do not need to mention it my friend. I believe I am
going to see you perfectly alright in the morning on the bridge. Please
take Arnica. OK, I will make a move. After exchanging the warmth of a
strong handshake, Col Swami turned and started walking towards his

home.

Babu Jaswant Singh kept watching for his back till the moment

he did not climb the incline and hadn’t disappeared from his vision.

And now, he was standing on the same bridge and waiting for Col

Swami.



Shoes

Tommy was running short of patience. Out of boredom;
sometimes it would bark at him and sometimes at the vehicles on the

road.

He coaxed it. He tried to make it understand. Tommy could
pretend to be nice for some more time if it had borne it so long. it could
understand his problems too. How was he feeling? He was no less tense
that Col Swami had not reached yet. His problem was that he could not
leave the bridge at any cost. To leave the bridge meant to miss Col
Swami. If Col Swami did not get to see him, he might think that Babu
Jaswant Singh could not come for a morning walk today. It was not that
easy to beat dysania. Not an easy task for the weak willed and neither is

it truly meant for them.

Babu Jaswant Singh was happy to see that Tommy got persuaded
which he did not expect at all. He stopped barking. Thank God, it was
being considerate. The rascal must have thought, right then
consideration was essential. Mostly they did not gel together. But Tommy
knew that he was the one who took him for regular walks. Only because
of him, it gets to fill its nostrils with petrichor. He is able to measure the
zenith of the beauty of nature. The consequences of his avoidance would
be really bad. Nevertheless, the only compunction in his heart is that
nothing lasts long for more than fraction of seconds. In a few moments,
his heart becomes rebellions. He wants to get free from the chains of

oldie’s hands and wants to follow that beautiful bitch. Why doesn’t he
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look at himself? The oldie who always pretend to be hector

(Harshchandra) is no less a lecher.

He has always felt: The garbage house attached near United
Apartments is not a place for his peeing. However, the stubborn oldie
does not let Tommy to go anywhere else. It happens only then when
voluptuous girls with modern attires come out of the United Apartment in
their groups chattering and gaggling. They walk towards the ice cream
cart. In its helplessness, Tommy has to pee in front of them. It knows
that oldie will not move an inch from there, until the moment the group

of girls don’t leave from there while licking their ice creams.

To keep Tommy in control; instead of scolding it these days, Babu
Jaswant Singh holds cane in his hand. He does not come out without his

cane.

Babu Jaswant Singh is staring at his left side continuously and
suddenly he gets up from three. The expression of his sunken face starts

changing.

Far from Noida’s Side, some blurred image is jogging towards
him. He can make out, the most brisk and active figure walking ahead of
everybody is Col Swami. He is leaving everyone behind. He feels irksome
that why can’t he see him clearly. Has he become hypermetropic? On the
other hand, he mocks at himself for his impatience. He should stop
cribbing about his vision and behave patiently. Col Swami is coming. But
gradually that image becomes clearer. His all hopes have gone to dogs.
He has been wearing pure white half pants and a t-shirt even in the end
of Dec. The image appeared is wearing a Jogging Suit, that too in
somewhat black colour, which is not his type at all. Rather this element

of being choosy is instilled in him also.

Daughter in law Sunaina already noticed these new changes in
him. Earlier his walks were not regular as well as timings were not fixed.

He used to get up and go for walk after relieving himself. Now he
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regularly sets his alarm for the morning. He has become bit defiant

towards Tommy also.

He takes Tommy for a walk that too for a short while. She noticed
that Tommy keeps on cribbing at home all time. Tomy’s tail waves in
desire of going out while seeing the outsiders roaming around. Moreover,
this sight pinches Sunaina. Initially she din’t object because she thought
Babuji must have felt pressure in the stomach. But she couldn’t resist

herself when she notices that there is no change in his schedule.

Babu Jaswant Singh was expecting it. Rather he was wondering

why his hearing has not been done yet.

Perhaps for the first time, he replied to Sunaina objection plainly

and ignored her bitter expressions.

It’s not possible for him to have a long walk with Tommy. Whom
should he take care of himself or Tommy? He cannot run a marathon at

this age.

He does not want to have broken bones and get dependent on

other’s mercy.

Daughter in law Sunaina was astonished that for such a meager
issue, he behaved so rudely. She could not understand why he blasted so

badly on such a valid complaint.

Good morning Sir! Friend, it does not seem like you had fallen

yesterday.
It is for the first time that he laughed in Delhi.
Sir, It was a mere excuse to meet you.

Ha! Ha! Ha! Col Swami busted into lively laughter. For a long time

they were sharing their joys together.
They deliberately controlled their laughter. He says

Let’s start our walk.
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Suddenly Col. Swami looked at his feet.

Can you go for walk without shoes? Take support of the edge of
bridge and remove your Hawai chappal. He took out the box oh Phinix

shoes from his rucksack and gave it to him — wear it.
It skipped out of my mind.

Actually I ...I knew, you would not be able to find the shoe store.

So I bought it. That’s all.

And I also knew this thing friend, you would not have bought
Arnika. Col Swami takes out the bottle of tablets and slips it in Babu
Jaswant Singh’s pocket. Then he again takes it out and says — come on...

open your mouth.

He puts 4-5 tablets in his mouth he again puts the bottle in his
pocket and says in an orderly tone- take these tablets every day in an

interval of 4-5 hours.

While taking out his shoes from the box and wearing it; Babu Jaswant

Singh suddenly became emotional.

Is it fitting properly? Babu Jaswant Singh stands up after wearing

the shoes, a child like enthusiasm shines on his face.

Without hesitancy, he replies- They are so fit, as if | am wearing it

straight from the shop.
I felt the same friend as if we are together in the shop.

The confusion of where to keep the chappals has also been

resolved by Col Swami.

Why don’t you keep your chappals behind the bushes, we will

take it while coming back.
He understood it and noded his head in agreement.

Let’s go?
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Yes, let’s go. Babu Jaswant Singh could feel the soft comfort in
his feet and started competing with the briskness of Col Swami. He has
not talked about money yet. He thought that price is always written on
the box. He is going to keep money in an envelope before tomorrow’s
morning walk. Narender must have noticed his chappals. He also knows
that it is not an easy task to take Tommy for walk. He didn’t care to buy
one pair for him. If Narendra would have taken care, he has not any need

to sit back due to the severe pain of femur.
His eyes got hazeled because of tears.

In his times, he was quite particular about his clothes and shoes.
Especially, for the shoes. Narendra’s mom always considered it as
wastage of money. He was very strict for spending money on kids in the
name of discipline. Even if the smallest peice of pencil was left, they were
not allowed to get the new one.The sole of worn out shoes will be
replaced by rubber of the tyres. School picnics were strictly prohibited.
On one hand, you spend money; on other hand, you take tension. If they
have lost their book, they are going to borrow it from their friends.
Without strictness and discipline, they are not going to understand the
value of money. They want this thing - that thing. It will not be
acknowledged. There is no need to take their sides. They have their whole
life to fulfill their wants and wishes. They are going to fulfill it with their
own earnings. The kids could understand value of money only because
be maintained the discipline in the house. It is not a small thing to be a

born in a house of Talukadar of 32 villages.

Narendra’s Mom always got irritated whenever he used to talk
about his past. She has least interested in the brutal fashion of
Talukadari. She knows their kids have not come from heaven. Neither is
she demanding golden cart for them. But they are not that blind that
they cannot notice several pairs of shoes and sandals. It is very

important firstly to set an example for kids so that they can also learn
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patience without their, it will be like to light a lamp without oil. Is it

possible?

He has tried to disarm Narendra mom with his gift of gab. A
man’s pride does not lie in his house or property, it reflects in his shoes.
If a man doesn’t have good pair of shoes, he is going to walk like a lady.
However, his statements always fall on their face and he used to get

disheartened.

Few months back, when he was going back with Narendra from
Kanpur to Delhi, so on Narendra’s suggestion, he was cleaning and
shunting out the useless stuff out of the house. He was astonished by
the fact that his all pairs of shoes were polished and kept safely in a poly
bag in a wooden box by Narendra’s mother. Narendra himself was

bewildered.

He was not surprised because of his father’s love for shoes. He
was well acquainted with his obsession for shoes. Yes, he was bit
surprised with the variety. He was amazed but not for a very long time.
He was more impressed with the maintenance skills of his mother. She

kept it too meticulously as if they are newly bought from showroom.

Reality has now turned upside down. He left the sentimentality
behind and said. It is not possible for him to bear the load of laden all
the shoes to Delhi. And there is no place to keep it. Moreover, there is no
time to maintain them. They both have different sizes so he cannot even
use them. It is not right to leave them here for many days. There is also
chanceof hardening of leather and subsequent fungal infestation. The
only alternative left is that the news should be sent to the village. Any
laborer would deliver it to the Tauwji. It is going to be useful for needy
ones. Whatever is useful, he can keep them. They are going to be useful

in winter. The prices of shoes are touching sky these days.

Babu Jaswant Singh felt irritated after listening to all this.
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He plainly said No’. He won’t need even a single pair. No matter
they are pricy or cheap. It has been a year. His bones are misshaped
now. He has been on injections. He cannot wear shoes now. His feet
cannot bear hard leather. Last winter’s he had been wearing socks with
thumb and was wearing it with Hawai Chappals. He can wear it in Delhi

also.
Narendra replied rudely — As your wish.
See there. Where have you been lost Mr. Singh?

The scare-crows in mid of the fields aren’t looking beautiful. Just

like, it used to be in Kerala.

My goodness, see those sparrows digging their beaks in the drain

and having water from it, as if they are having community meal.
Do you know what the meaning of Giliis?

He gets a bit flustered, does he mean Gili danda? He nods his
head in' No', in ignorance. Gili means sparrow. Giligadu means host of
sparrows. Actually, in our Malayalam, it is being called as ‘Kili Kalu’.

Giligadu is a translated version in Hindi.
You don’t even know that I have beautiful Giligadu at my home.
Do you like birds?

Yes, I do. Col. Swami had a quizzical smile on his face. My
Giligadu are my grand daughters. Playing, laughing, tweeting, chirping
and flattering always. Kumudni and Katyayani — oh my goodness! Such a

blast they are! Can’t even describe.

Butterflies were fluttering in Babu Jaswant's eyes — Are they

twins? How old are they?

They are about to finish their fourth year. They study in nursery
class. They carry school bags on their shoulders with colorful water

bottles and Tiffin boxes.
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When they come from school, they not only offer me the left over
from their tiffins but also make me learn the rhymes which they have

learnt in school with expressions.
An elephant is terribly big
Has a big trunk walking tik, tik, tik
You are most welcome in our shed

Have some pudding and have some bread.

(Hathi raja bahut bade
Soondh utha kar kaha chale
Mere ghar mein aao naa

Halwa poori khao naa...)

They will give me pencil- paper and make me sit on the chair like
a judge. They pass strict orders— Appu! We are going to sing and dance

very well. You give us stars like Ma’am.
I give them zero.

And the fight starts like Tom and Jerry. I try to find every nook
and corner of the house to escape from Giligadu. But Giligadu always

find me and then they announce their punishment — I get hell scared.
Appu, hold your ears and stand up on the bench.
You? Babu Jaswant Singh asked in amazement.
Who else?

Then?



29

Then what! If they have passed the verdict, I have to bear the
punishment. I have to stand up on a dining chair until their hearts are

not melted and they feel pity on me.

Oh, they are too snobbish. Babu Jaswant Singh smiles and asks

him slyly.

Col. Swami supported him. He said, in my whole army life, this

kind of court martial never happened to me.

He controls his laughter and enumerates one more interesting
incident to Babu Jaswant Singh. It has been a few days. His second
daughter in law who is mother of Giligadu complained that these Little
Suzies dont brush their teeth at night. In the morning, their mouth
stinks. They are also going to have cavities. She persuaded them very
calmly many times that it is mandatory to brush their teeth before sleep.
But they do not obey her. Appu can only tame them. He has to make
them understand. They will not get a morning kiss from their appu, if

they are not going to brush at night.

He has to threaten them. The tables were turned. They also put
one condition. They will brush at night only if appu is also brushing with
them. They have never seen appu brushing his teeth at night. Won'’t he

have cavities in his teeth?

So grudgingly, he also has to brush at night. Though Kumudni
and Katyayani sleep before him and their sleeping time is actually his
drinking time. That time he sips his favorite whisky Royal Challenge.
Now he drinks after brushing his teeth.

All family teases him. He turns into a weasel in front of them.

Col. Swami gave narrative of his whole family to satisfy the
curiosity of Babu Jaswant Singh. His wife is no more. She died long time
back. He has three sons and three daughters. Older son has two sons

Sridharan, Srinivasan, second son has these two little daughters
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Giligadu and younger son Prabhakaran and his wife Shyamali don’t have
issues yet. All the family stays together. They all have their separate flats
but they don’t want to leave him alone. After his wife’s death, they are
taking special care of him. It is obvious that they will always stay
together even after his death. He believes that staying together will bring
effluence. They have given their flats on rent. They have been paying
their loans from the rents they earned for their property. As he had been
posted to inhospitable and far-flung places during his job, he always got
chance to stay with his family in installments only. His children
understand the gravity of the pain of being separated from family, so they

want to give him fullfilling family life.

Do you see the waving and bobbing sugarcane fields? The way the
wind caresses these fields, the fields start swaying while earlier standing

still.

Babu Jaswant Singh feels like asking Col. Swami — why can’t they

meet every morning on Glaxo Bridge?

He was amazed when he found out that Col. Swami understood in

an unsaid way.

Though it is morning time, but Mayur Vihar crossroad is very
busy and crowded. The empty kiosk of police though gave an impression
of safety. The place is safe. It is better if we meet there friend. It is not
right to wait on Glaxo. I do not have any fear in my heart; have been
playing with risks for the whole of my life, its there in my habit. You are
not habitual to all this.

1965 war continued for 22 days. 1971 war streched to 13 days,
but a soldier does not only fight when the war in on. Preparation for the
war is itself a kind of war — it is a ceaseless war. He murmured

something in english.



Raamwati - Somwati

Babu Jaswant Singh feels a sudden increase in the chill in breeze.
Moreover, the breeze is tickling his nose as if he is about to sneeze. If he
sneezes, he will be relaxed and can get relief from ticklish feeling in the
nose. Nevertheless, he does not want to sneeze right now. His wife always
considered it a bad omen. For sometime, all ominous thoughts hovered
across his mind. These bloody blue line buses run on the road with
speed like a jet plane about to takes off and consider the entire
pedestrian class as mere worms. Roads are not meant for worms. They
possess complete right on the road. The one who is invading their space
is not going to be spared and why should he be spared? To teach
pedestrian a lesson, they usually crush them on the road; so that they

will keep it in their mind that they should not dare step on roads.

Are these murderous buses opening their bloody jaws? He felt
ashamed of himself. Can’t he think something positive in the morning? Is
it necessary to instill the heart with a gloomy outlook? If something
untoward had happened, the people coming from Nagarjuna apartment

and Noida would be bearing a face with a fateful expression.

There was a possibility that after waiting for a long time, Col.
Swami finally decided to walk all alone on Pantoon Bridge. His house was
not nearby. His speculation could be wrong — distance cannot be less
than 4-5 kms. He also remembered that if he came this way he had to

walk many miles. Won'’t he feel tired? Col. Swami burst into laughter as if
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some child had posed an innocent question. He was forgetting that he
had been working with the army. Where every army man for whole of his
life, no matter what rank he is at, has to run many miles to keep

themselves healthy and fit.

If he had gone to Pantoon Bridge, Swami would have reached this
bridge by now. One does not take more than half an hour for a walk

there.

Moreover, this much time because he walks while enjoying the

greenery of the crops around.

On his fourth meeting Col. Swami turned towards Babu Jaswant
Singh and told him, kurta payjama is not meant for walk. These loose
clothes make you lazy. Buy two pair of lux cots wear. Winter is going to

be harsh gradually.
If you feel cold, one can always wear jacket as overcoat over it.

If you cannot buy then tell me — I will buy for you from atta

market.

Babu Jaswant Singh said ‘no’ out of embarrassment. He had not
taken any money for the shoes, now he would again be in his debt. That
day he was scared of falling. He had not much idea about the market in
Acharya Niketan. This time there would not be any carelessness. He will
go by himself and buy; rather he would be wearing lux cots wool in front

of Col. Swami.

Though he felt good at heart — someone not only wanted to save
him from the harsh cold but also wanted to see him fit and fine. He
always wanted to see himself like this. He doesn’t remember when this
zeal of living healthy got extinguished, whether it was extinguished or he
deliberately dug this zeal and dropped it inside his heart and covered it
with the lid of age — that his life is over.
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Suddenly he felt nostalgic while remembering his Kanpur days.

That flame of remembrance rekindled.

People must consider Kanpur a dirty, chaotic, backward and
restless city. For him, it had always been the synonym of all personal

facilities. It is not called the Manchester of India for nothing.

He just needed to tell any passersby that he needed something.
That thing would be at his service in an hour or so and that too available
with different choices. He could pick and choose. If he wanted to pay, he
can pay on the spot or if he didn’t have money and wanted to pay later,
he could do it according to his convenience. Dealers would not dare
knock his door for money. Now every shop had a telephone, long hours

work could be done in a blink of the eye.

He was transferred to many big cities. However, with his approach
and connections, he managed to get back to Kanpur. He had bought a
five hundred yard plot many years ago. Then he constructed a planned
house there. Coincidentally municipal cooperation builds up a beautiful
garden in front of the house. It is like cherry on the cake. There is a

banyan tree in the mid of the garden.

Municipality has not touched it all. It is the shelter to the
numerous birds. In the morning they chirp around createing a world of

happiness that wipes off all grief from the heart.

In the backyard of the house, there is a garage, where Raamasre
stays. His wife Sunguniya does the odd jobs of the household. Brooming,
dusting, sprinkling of water in the scorching heat were all her

responsibilities.
Narendra’s amma (mother) could not bear her snobbish kids.

They had constructed a separate Indian toilet for servants but the

shameless kids used to poop in the drain of the house.

Narendra’s amma blew a gasket.



34

Babu Jaswant Singh coaxed her. Let them do what they want to
do in the backyard. See their presence helps us too. The kids keep
whimpering at night. They keep everyone alarmed. Otherwise, anybody

can jump the wall and barge in.

But bad luck. Raamasre passed away before Narendra’s amma's
death. He went to his own village on the call of his elder brother. After 15
days, news — those people from Birhun village that died due to toxic

liquor — Raamasre was one of them.

He could not believe it. He had never seen Raamasre tipsy or ever
consuming drugs. Sunguniya had admitted. He used to drink sometimes
in six months. He used to come drunk and bowled along the bed.
However, he had feared Babu Jaswant Singh. He never did so in front of
him. Blubbering and mourning like heifer, cursing her own fate,
Sunguniya with three kids went to her own village with her brothers- in-

law. Her blubbering agonized my heart.

For Narendra’s amma, it actually blew away the cobwebs. Though
she felt bad as Sunguniya was buried under a mountain of woes. She

searched and found a new maid Raamwati barin for herself.

Her left over stuff was chucked out. Garage was washed properly

and gangajal was sprinkled all over the garage to make it pure.

After almost 20 days, poor Sunguniya knocks the gate with her

dirt-smeared kids standing at the gate.

The moment she saw Narendra’s amma, she fell at her feet and

started crying and the kids started sobbing like their mother.

Narendra’s amma, the strong idol, melted after seeing her in
tears. She asks — how has she come? Why has she come? If she has
come to take his utensils back, she could have sent her relative to take

her stuff back. If she has come back to stay here, then it is not possible
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for her. She cannot stay alone in the whole city. Is it possible for a bird to

live without nest?
Sunguniya controlled her tears somehow.

She wipes her tears with the corner of her dupatta (pallu) and
says — I have faith in my goddess like lady owner. I will try to muster up

my courage under benevolent gaze of your shelter.

She opened herself on the matter of her survival. She is going to
take care of her lady like she used to. Nobody is going to dare to take her
place. The days she had been working, it was all right. Now this time is
over. Now she will not enter the gate whatever spare time she is going to
have, she will work in other houses. She just has to bring up her kids
well. When the boy will be 10 or 12 years old, then he will work in some
hotel or dhaba. 1 will lead my whole life like this.

She will not go back to her village at any cost. Please do not force

me to go back.

Brother-in law had tortured me a lot. Just for the sake of
grabbing her property, he tied her knot with a middle-aged twice-married
man. Sunguniya did not approve of it. Next afternoon, she had to meet
that man. She took an excuse of going to the toilet in the morning and
ran away with her kids. Finally, she has come to Kanpur at her lady's
place. Now she is safe. If her brother in law tried to force her then she
has already decided she will go with her lady and complain against him

in the police that she doesn’t want to go with those wolves.

Though she had melted but her practicality was still overpowering
her emotions. She is such a daring woman. She has such courage that
she left all her relatives and has come to their place. Their caste does not
have trials by fire that they cannot have extra marital affair. She must be
having affair with him (Babu Jaswant Singh) that is why she does not

want to leave.
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Babu Jaswant Singh scolded Narendra’s amma so badly that she
kept on crying whole night. He accepts that he has been weak at many
points in life but that does not mean she would accuse him of such filth.
Wherever he has stayed, he has made his reputation. And there is no
chance of spoiling it in the future. There is no use of creating insolence

and chaos.

Babu Jaswant Singh always has this remorse in his heart that
Narendra’s amma never thought about herself. Apart from being a good
domestic administrator, what are the other attributes due to which he is
so attached to her? He believes it is her dexterity and meticulousness.
She was like the djini of magic lamp in agility and resourcefulness.

Everything was at her service at one call in the blink of an eye.

He was quite fascinated with the vivaciousness of Narendra’s
Amma. It was not plausible for him to go after other women. Actually, he
had seen many women in life but no one was like her. She came in like a
blank paper and now she has acquired so much of proficiency in

everything that anybody can covet such a woman.

Like Narendra’s amma, Narendra also posed a question for her
presence. He also expressed his apprehensions and doubt about his
relationship, which he shares with Sunguniya. Why he needs to vacate
the garage for her? He doesn’t want to create a scene in the future. He
also heard that Sunguniya had been working in the back lane house
(mansion) of BSP leader Raam Khilawan Yadav. It is not a small mansion
that Sunguniya cannot stay there. If she can put up there then why is

she not staying there?

Babu Jaswant Singh disarmed Narendra’s argument. She is there
in his absence. She started working there when she was already working
at Narendra’s amma’s place. Now she does not have much work in the

house as nobody lives there. He does not mind where she actually works.
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However, outer premises of the house are still her responsibility, which

she fulfills completely to redeem as a cost of living in their house.

He still cannot forget inspite of Narendra being there, she stealthy
looked into his eyes and expressed her grief in her tears. Though the
landlord (Babu Jaswant Singh) is going to his children’s place, may he
remain blessed and happy there. Nevertheless, the owner should know
the whereabouts of his own house. Sunguniya should also be fortunate

enough to serve her owner.

Babu Jaswant Singh gave her Narendra’s address and phone

number on a slip.

She made a call through elder daughter of leader Raam Khilawan
to Delhi. The moment daughter in law Sunaina heard Sunguniya’s voice;

she called him with a quirky tone.

Sunguniya assured him that everything is fine at home. She
cannot tell about the indoor condition, as she does not have the keys. It
would have been different, if she had the keys. How is he keeping now?
She is thinking of admitting Raamwati and Somwati to a government
school with the help of the leader, Mr. Yadav. What does he suggest ...
does he remember? He said what leader Ram Khilawan can do, nobody
can. He has dominance in his area. She should be admitting Raamwati

and Somwati to the school without any hesitation.

Studies are too important. He has one wish. If she feels right then
she can agree to it. They are not yet admitted to school. Names can be
changed. She can name them as Kumudni and Katyayani. Sunguniya
could not understand the names. She gave phone to the elder sister of
Netaji so that he can make her understand, when Sunguniya will go for
admissions; the sister is going along with her. Netaji’s daughter was too
happy with the names. He gave one more suggestion. She should not add
any sir names to their names. She can add suffix of father’s last name

Aasre. Katyayani Aasre, Kumudni Aasre.
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Sunguniya said: Sir, please suggest some name to chutkan. Babu

Jaswant Singh could not find his name.

Do you know Mr. Singh, where I had to hide your shoebox? On
top of the Godrej almirah in my room. Had they fallen into the hands of

giligadu again, they would spoil before reaching you.
And... oh my God! They took huge bribe in return for your shoes.

Actually, it happened in the evening when Col. Swami entered the
house with the box of shoes. They noticed a new box of shoes while they
were going to play ground. They thought like always, Appu has
something for them. They snatched the shoebox despite Col. Swami’s
objection. One of them put one foot in one shoe and other put her foot in
other shoe. Then these brats started hopping all over the house. Col.
Swami tried to persuade them. He was scared that they might tumble

down and hurt themselves.

Then the youngest daughter in law Shyamali comes and takes

them out.

She scolds Giligadu quickly they should take their feet out of the
shoes otherwise she is going to lock them in washroom where there is a

lizard which can bite them.

Shyamali’s warning worked. They did not only put off the shoes
rather they packed it nicely in the box.

Then they start blackmailing their Appu. They announced it. They
want same kind of shoes tomorrow. They will go with Appu to the
market. After shopping, Appu is going to treat them in McDonald. They
will have chicken burger with French fries. They are going to get some
gifts with burger. They watched it on TV. Then they will go to Nirula’s for

ice cream.

Col. Swami thanked God at being spared at this cost.
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Though it was fun to hang out with squirrels, have you ever gone

out with your grandsons to Mc Donalds, Mr. Singh?

If you have not, please go out with them someday. You are going
to have fun and you will feel like as if you are with your companions.

Now it is in fashion that, people celebrate their kids birthdays there.
Col. Swami urges him in a good spirit.

He also tells him that he thought of allowing this trend at home.
His Daughters in laws are completely conservative. They are masters of
lines. They started cribbing that it is not possible. Birthdays are going to
be celebrated the way they used to be. Like Amma (Col Swami’s wife)
used to celebrate it in form of festival. No matter how much kids insist.
How will they come to know how their dadi (granny) used to celebrate

their birthday?

Suddenly Babu Jaswant Singh remembers that his grandson’s
birthday is next week on Nov 18. He will talk to Malay why not celebrate
the birthday in Mac Donalds with family. He is going to sponsor the party
no matter how much it costs. Malay was happy after hearing the
proposal. He tells his dada ji that he has already made his plan, for Mac
Donalds. He has talked to Mummy Papa and they have are also agreed.
He has his plans with friends. Family will not be part of the party.
Mummy anyways feels troubled to make arrangements of party at home.
Last time she had to suffer lot of botheration as his friends created a
mess in the house. She said; please celebrate your birthdays with your

friends only. You are old enough now.
Malay elaborates his plan with enthusiasm

There are going to be fourteen people including Glaxo, Kirti and
Nirman complex friends. Papa has booked table for 14 people in Mac
Donalds. There will be three cars going from the society. One is Saguna’s
car, other is Vivek’s and ours. He is going to call driver from his office for

his own car.
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No, no dadu (grandfather) — we are not going to include any elders
in our party. Party will get boring and then we will be with our drivers so
nothing to worry. He asks dishearteningly — ‘Fine, if you do not want me
go with you to Mac Donalds on your birthday then what gift do you want

from your Dadu?

‘... Buy me a CD of Adnan Sami’
‘Where can I get it from?’

Is there any shop around?’

No’

‘Then?’

“You will have to go to Palika Bazar’
‘Will you guys accompany me?’
‘Nol’

‘Why?’

We have to study.

Babu Jaswant Singh became sad. Kids are not at fault. They are
trained to be reserved. They have been taught that they do not need
anyone. That is why he never gifted any of games to Malay and Nilay like
Blocks, Mechanics and Puzzles etc. He also felt strange when Narendra
and his daughter in law started bestowing weird games upon kids
without them asking for them. Those games completely engrossed
(Malay-Nilay) kids in their selves only. They never felt need of anyone.
Whenever they came to Kanpur, they came with their own games. They
were never interested in playing with the kids in the vicinity. They were
unlike other curious kids who were interested in their games. They never
let them touch their games. Kids always felt something is fishy when
someone came close to their games. For enhancing the mental abilities
these games are very smartly demolishing the sentimentally from their
hearts to the extent that they can neither comeback to their families nor

will be able to understand meaning of family.



Wake up before the milk spills

Clouds of dejection made Babu Jaswant Singh dismal for some
time. Then he sees the golden rays of the sun turning into a feculent

sheet in the sky, being partially obscured by an envelope of smoke.

Oh! From where have these ants climbed my legs? Perhaps they
have got bored lying on the bridge.

The hustle-bustle of school buses has already started. It means,
he does not realize that time is not waiting for Col. Swami; rather he is
waiting for him. That is why he is still on the bridge. But he cannot
escape from a major question that for how long he is going to wait for
him? Rikshawalas had started picking the passengers from colony
pockets and dropping them at the bus stand. Some of them are waiting

on the bridge for the passengers coming from Noida.

On the pedestrian path, Tommy is lying with closed eyes, ignoring

his insolence and pretending to be sleepy.

Let’s go Tommy? Babu Jaswant Singh’s tone suddenly filled with

endearment.

Tommy continued its impudance. Tommy neither opened its eyes

nor waved it's tail. He did not move even when he pulled his chain.
He would have gone for some urgent piece of work.

He has a full-fledged family who is going to pay off the formalities
of birth/death. Who is going to pay off the formalities if the elder ones are
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not fulfilling it? When he was in Kanpur, he had to do the same.
Narendra neither attended any of the marriages/tonsure ceremonies nor

mournings. Kanpur again grabbed his attention.

Babu Jaswant Singh never wanted to come to Delhi and since the

day he has come, he had not spent a single day without cribbing.

Earlier whenever he came, he always visited like a guest and got
guest treatment for two/three days, left Narendra’s Amma there and

came back to Kanpur.

Till the moment Narendra’s Amma wanted to stay with her sons
and daughters in laws and her grandsons, she used to stay with them.
Then on her command, Narendra called -Amma is getting worried about
him. Last time when amma talked to him on phone, she realized that his
deadly cold had aggrevated. He was babbling. His blood pressure would
have been quite high. He is careless in taking medicines. Narendra can
make her sit in Shatabdi. Ramasre would pick her up. After coming from
Delhi, for several months she kept on chanting about his daughter in law
and sons and grandsons like a citation anthem without request. Like a

devoted devotee.

She prepared and filled one drum of gond laddu'! with the
ingredients of dry fruits, dry ginger. The drum, which she prepared back
at home and because of it Sunganiya got blisters on her dusky palms;
they finished it in one week. Narendra demanded again. Narendra used
to take one laddu with glass of milk every morning in the breakfast.
Malay-Milay not only ate but also distributed it to their friends in society.
However, that day when daughter in law Sunaina noticed it, she scolded
them badly. Amma suffered from pain in her hands while preparing these

ladus and you have opened charity at home.

1 Name of Indian Sweets



43

Narendra also had Dahi wadas! of UP cooked by his mother many
times rather he arranged many of his official parties on her account.
When Narendra’s boss’s wife had rasage, she admired it so much that

she came to Narendra’s amma with a copy and pencil for the recipe.

While coming down the bumpy road of the bridge, his lips had
either chapped because of the cold or due to disappointment caused by
Col. Swami’s absence. He tightens his lips and heaps sarcasm on
himself; Babu Jaswant Singh if you would have dexterity in cooking like
Narendra’s amma at least you could have been bit help to the daughter
in law Sunaina. What is the use of an old age man who is only capable of

eating and shitting in the house?
Do you like idli Mr. Singh?
Col. Swami asked Babu Jaswant Singh.

He said in fervor, after Babu Jaswant singh’s reply, that
sometimes his daughter-in-law Madhvi cooks such soft idlis that it melts
in the mouth. Madhvi knows that his three molars of upper jaw and two
molars of lower jaw are weak. He cannot chew hard substance. Though
having the desire of eating food of his choice, he has to leave his wishes
behind. As if Madhvi has taken all the responsibility that whatever she
will cook, she is going to prepare according to his taste as well as taking
the consideration of the condition of his teeth. So that, he can enjoy it
fully. She is going to cook idli, sambhar and nariyal chatni tonight. One
can have idli anywhere, but having delectable idli cooked by efficient

hands of Madhvi is an experience in itself.

Before coming out for walk in the morning, he is going to bring
fresh idli cooked by Madhvi. She is going to pack idlis in banana leaves
in such a way that it will remain hot until the time of his breakfast. Do

you take spicy chatnis or less spicy one, Mr. Singh? While questioning

1 Name of Indian Cuisine
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Col. Swami remembered that spicy food is prohibited to him because of

piles, he will bring bland chutney.
Did you go sightseeing in Delhi?
Not yet.
No more excuses.

You come with me and see Delhi through my eyes. You will be
compelled to say — Oh my Delhi! Why i remained so far from you - then

tell me.

It was a pleasant day with pleasant weather. He paid five hundred
rupees for 8 hrs according to 80 kms in ola! taxi. Col Swami took Babu
Jaswant Singh to show historical places of Delhi. And that time, they
both were sipping the delicious rasam brought by Col. Swami in thermos

while sitting by the side of ruins near Qutub Minar.

Babu Jaswant Singh had such yummy rasam? after a long time.
When Daughter Shalini had come from Trivandram to Kanpur he always

requested her to cook.

When Babu Jaswant Singh praised Col. Swami’s rasam, he was

also excited to know whether he liked idli3 or not.

Babu Jaswant was almost in tears while explaining that actually
he almost forgot after coming to Delhi that his choice matters in food.
Usually he has to eat, whatever is offered to him. Usually that food which
is served to him is unsuitable for his teeth as well as his stomach. If he
ignores the matter of choice in eating, the thing, which irks him, is that

here is no fixed time for his meals.

After he comes from his morning walks, he keeps on waiting for

his lemon tea and breakfast while turning the pages of Hindustan Times.

1 Name of Taxi Sevice
2 Name of Indian Cuisine
3 Name of Indian Cuisine
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His daughter in law keeps on consoling him that she is going to cook
dalia for him after the kids have gone to school. The sound of shutting of
doors is an indication that kids have gone to school and he is going to get

his breakfast.

After sometime, she serves a dark red tea and tells him that
lemons are finished at home so he has to take tea without lemon.
Actually, Sunaina had a misconception that lemons are there in fridge.
Then she finds out that there are no lemons in the fridge. Actually
Narendra squeezed one in the salad last night and second he had it in

the morning with the lukewarm water.

After few minutes of tea, she peeps in the balcony i.e. his room —
that porridge is finished in the box. She cannot bring before evening.
Would he like to have cheela in the breakfast? He remembers day before
yesterday, Sunaina’s cousin Kusum from preetampura came with her
family. She specially cooked Pakauras! for them. A grinded lentil is still
lying in the fridge. Sunaina must have not got the chance to use that
daal anywhere. There is possibility that she has asked others also to
utilize it somehow and they have denied to have chila. He cannot dare to
say no. Only family members possesses right to express their likes and
dislikes. Guests do not have this right. If he would have asked sometime
that what he actually likes- he likes simple Indian food. He neither likes
nor can digest pizzas, burger, noodles, Russian salad etc. etc. He felt
after coming to Delhi in one week that he should object to Narendra that
he could not eat anything. Stale food from fridge had never been served
to him by Narendra's amma. so his stomach is not habitual. He can only
have fresh chapattis. He cannot chew cold hard left over ones. In his
reply, Narendra lectured him and advised Babu Jaswant Singh. From
now on, he better not look for his choice of food in this house. He found
Narendra’s suggestion valid that he should learn to behave according to

the time. Narendra always took care of his choice. He and Shalini always
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had to eat according to his choice. That too they are instructed that
nothing can be taken out from their plates and they cannot leave

anything in the plate to disrespect the food.

IIT was situated in Kanpur but Babu Jaswant Singh ordered that
Narendra had to stay in hostel. He would be able to concentrate in his
studies more. Discussions of bad food in hostel were strictly prohibited,
as he is not the only one. Everybody eats it. ‘Sacrifice is the first

condition for achieving anything in life’ he said it.
He misbehaves if Amma sent something to the hostel.

Amma was sending shakkarparel and fruit pickels through
Ramsevak uncle who came from village. When he got to know about it he
took the vessel which was tied to cycle carrier filled with pickle and

shakkarpare and threw it out of the gate.
Babu Jaswant Singh was aghast after hearing all this.

He felt to argue based on definition of discipline with Narendra
whose heart is filled with past bitterness is futile. What he thought and
why he was strict with kids, that time it was not possible for them to
understand. Now how can he define it to Narendra Khushvah who is a
Chief Engineer in NTPC and whose house is possessed with

discontentment and grudges.

Narendra does not remember that Babu Jaswant Singh broke the
fixed deposit for his course of electronic engineering without any
hesitation. It is also true that he had to sacrifice a lot for keeping him in
the hostel. He never did under table business so he had no black money

like his colleagues. He could get rid of his hardships.

It was cheap yet true, when he came from Mumbai after staying

there for one week he kept on repenting for many days. He could not
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spend a night with flop beautiful heroine due to lack of money though his

friends instigated him a lot.

Colleague Vivek made fun of him, buddy, what kind of Thakur

you are? Are you? I doubt.

Tommy pulled him towards the Pomeranian bitch walking nearby.
It would have been bit careless, he could get have pulled. He remembers
he does not have cane in his hand. Babu Jaswant Singh brings a stick
with him. How can he be so careless? He has fallen down because of it
once. He could have done the same today. Such a trouble. He feels like

leaving his chain behind — go — go to hell.

However, he could not leave the chain.






The Second Absence






Stench

This morning that had not yet opened its eyes with the rising sun,
Babu Jaswant had already been awake the whole night and kept tossing
on the bed. He was just waiting for that one ray of shine that could make
it convenient for him to reach the bridge of Mayur Vihar where he wanted

to reach desperately.

One day in the afternoon, Babu Jaswant Singh remembers that
Col. Swami gave him his phone number, which he wrote on a slip. And
he kept it under the mattress of his iron cot with the other papers lying
there carelessly. He thought he gets to meet him daily. He will not need
this slip ever. He really had to put lot of efforts to find that one slip.

He felt exasperated that he had uselessly kept the bills, x-ray
reports, prescriptions of Dr. Saxena from Kanpur — which are definitely of
no use here — he has made heap of all under his pillow and due to which
he could not find even the important papers. Sorting was done because

of it. Otherwise, it would have been troublesome.

He felt after finding that slip of phone number as if he has got

Fortiest Fenn’s Million Dollar Buried treasure.

Coincidentally with Fenn’s treasure, he also found the handmade
card of his birthday, by his grandchildren, sent from Trivandrum. He got

emotional.



52

With the card, he came to know that his birthday has already

passed in Narendra’s house and nobody took care of it.

Narendra also didn’t talk about it that it’s his babuji’s birthday.
The birthday, which was nothing but a mere expectation of one phone
call from Narendra with the warm words ‘charansparsh Babuji’. He got
overwhelmed and showered his blessing on him. He always used to wish
him first in the morning. Then Shalu says that she has called so early in
the morning so that she can wish before bhaiya, as she wants to come
first in wishing. He somehow thanked his obliviousness. Is it worth to
remember the date, which indicates that the age of helplessness is
increasing? May be, that is why Narendra did not feel like remembering
it.

While holding the slip of Col. Swami’s number in his fist, he tried
his number several times. Suddenly he gets conscious. With raised brows
daughter-in-law Sunaina, expressed her objection, which was not very

apparent but could only be understood by Babu Jaswant Singh.

Whom is he calling for last half an hour? Important calls can be
missed at home. Narendra’s phone is on charging in the morning. If this
phone rings, there can be two probabilities. Either the phone is not
working, as there is nobody at home. To know whether the phone is
working or not, one can dial 197, one could dial the same number and
request them to connect them on so and so number. They will come to

know, what is the exact reality?

Babu Jaswant Singh preferred to get up from there and leave the

phone.

Though disconcerted, his hopes were still high. He is definitely
going to meet Col. Swami in the morning. It is only matter of one day that
he cannot meet him. He should come out of the doubt that he is not
going to meet him tomorrow. Whatever bad has happened, he has

assurance in his heart that Col. Swami is not going to stick to the pain.
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He knows how to overcome. He is an immense source of energy for others
also. Earlier before meeting him, his mind was occupied with the
trivialities and nostalgia of Kanpur; that why has he come to Delhi and

bla bla like.

It will be difficult for you to come out from the memories of
behanji. You will forget your pain there — Mr. Ahluwalia from Gumti had
suggested — The hoopla of darling grandsons. Kids are the remedy to

bereavement.

Ahluwalia must have not any computer at home otherwise, his

saying would also have been changed.

He insisted that he has to keep writing him letter. He even
thought of writing but the only mental obstruction, which comes across,
is he does not know what to write? That he could not find the childhood
of Narendra in his own grandchildren. He never had any need to find
Narendra’s childhood. He hadn’t any real time for that. Now he has
ample amount of time to play with his childhood. But now he does not
come close to catching it. He tries to keeps on finding the reason — why
he does not come close? These days it seems like the computer possesses
him. Whatever a computer can give — he is incapable. His experience is of

no use. The knowledge is limited. How can he connect to his childhood?

Dadu, tell me one thing. You have to answer quickly. It is a

question of a quiz.
OK! Ask me.

Egypt’s pyramids are one of the seven wonders in the world.

Which is the biggest pyramid and of whose it is?
It’s of fourth royal generation. I only remember this much.
Dadu, this much will not work. Malay got disappointed.

OK, tell me what is the exact height?
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I don’t remember it, son.
I have forgotten.
OK fine. I will search it on net.

After sometime Malay comes and tells him. The largest pyramid of
Giza is called Pyramid of king Khufu and his wife’s tomb with the height
of 479 feet . He was sad, as he had lost the quiz because he did not know
the answer. He had to submit his answer immediately on telephone to

the director of Zee TV.
Knock! Knock! Knock!

Babu Jaswant Singh was beating the shut door. Doors did not
open. Maybe it’s bolted from inside, how will he enter? Suddenly
someone whispers in his ears — Who? Who is this? Tell? Why its not

getting unbolted?

Whispers do not clarify the speaker, again it whispers — listen

push the door hard. It is unbolted. It remains like this.

Perhaps it was Sunday. May be, no it was Sunday. Col. Swami
took him to Kalindi Kunj out skirting the Yamuna Barrage of Noida for a
stroll. The orderly embellished greenery mesmerized Babu Jaswant
Singh. Such a saga belvedere and it was not far from the house, he had
no idea. Narendra never mentioned it. At least he could enjoy while
hearing about it so what if he could not go there. How Col. Swami asked
him? Have you ever been to Mathura- Vrindavan my friend? If you have
not been there, no issues. We will make plans someday. It is not that far.
Just have to cross Ballabhgarh. After reaching Faridabad, you will step
in Mathura. Right now, we can go to Kalindi Kunj. We will reach
Vrindavan. There is Yamuna as well as Kunj. The only one who is not
there is Lord Krishna. Then he burst into laughter. What kind of foolish

thing you talk about, if there already are two two Krishans?



55

While sipping filter coffee, he poured out his feeling to Col. Swami.
He feels like learning computer these days. Though he knows that it will
not be much helpful for him. Tell Krishna, what should he do!

Col. Swami becomes immensely happy and joggles his shoulder

and the glass of the coffee falls down.
Never mind!

It is a very nice idea Mr. Singh he pours coffee in the cup of
thermos and offers it to him and says - if you want to learn, go ahead.
Learn it for your pleasure and satisfaction. Do not get into the trap of

usefulness and uselessness.
To encourage his spirit, he placed his own example.
Is it my age to learn music? Tell me.
That too classical.
Felt like. Therefore, I am learning it.

To make him amaze, Col. Swami tells him that his elder daughter

in law is a renowned singer of Karnataka. She has national glory.

She has deferred her programs due to family responsibilities. She
keeps on practicing. After dusk, she takes bath and start practicing.
Madhvi is determined. Once Shrinivasan and Sridharan will bring their
wives, she is going to get free from her responsibilities. She will

completely devote herself to music.

Do you know, from whom I am learning? From my daughter in
law; Madhvi. He discloses the secret by naming Madhavi. Who else can

be better Guru then her?

He tells him. He has systematically given betel, betel nut, coconut eleven
rupees as a student fee (Guru dakshina) for discipleship. She conducts

regular classes. Madhvi teaches him in the afternoon for half an hour.
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On Babu Jaswant Singh’s request, when Col. Swami sang in his
melodious voice, it did resonate the strings of his soul. He was so
engrossed in the waves of music even when Col. Swami stopped singing;
he could not open his eyes for so long. He did not understand the lyrics

of the song. However, the voice touched his heart deep inside.

Babu Jaswant Singh already mugged up the line Om aale Kandu

aon?
For the first time, Col. Swami talked about his late wife

In her last moments, Vaidehi wished to hear this song from
Madhavi. Madhavi closed her eyes and sang vehemently Vaidehi was
looking at us with lidded eyes full of tears. We did not know that we were
looking at her for the last time. Col. Swami got emotional or he

misunderstands.
Babu Jaswant Singh also felt heavy in his throat.

He ran to Ashok Nagar leaving Narendra’s amma on Singhaniya’s

shoulder.
When he came back, he found that she was no more.

Narendra’s amma made him get up at four o’ clock in the
morning. She was having severe pain in her back. She told him that the
pain is radiating from upper rib and going through the left arm. It’s even
tough to be on bed. He did not understand what to do at such late
hours? He got up, took combiflam! from the first aid box, and asked her
to have it. He also massaged her wherever she instructed to apply. He
decided that he is going to show her to the doctor in the morning. While
giving medicines he kept on asking Narendra’s amma — has the pain
reduced? Is it? Should I call the doctor? Voliniz had given her some relief.

After two minutes — she said — she has disturbed him unnecessarily. She

1 Name of a medicine
2  Name of an ointment
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could have taken medicine by herself only but the radiating pain did not

allow her to get up. Lets sleep. I am feeling relaxed.

When sparrows on the banyan tree in the morning made him get
up by their roundelaying and he saw Narendra’s amma sleeping soundly
beside him. He had sighed of relief. Had she be in pain she would not
have been able to sleep? He thought she must have eaten rice at night.
She is not satisfied until she does not take rice twice a day. Despite being
a patient of diabetes, she has framed a new formula to get an excuse of
eating rice. She soaked few seeds of fenugreek with rice. She eats bitter
gourd pickle whole year. How her sugar level can be increased? She
might suffer from gastritis — she is not at all worried about that. Tried to
make her understand many times but she is not ready to listen to

anything. The pain must have happened because of gastritis.

Sunguniya came to wipe out the kitchen, Babu Jaswant asked
her for lemon tea. Narendra’s amma could not sleep because of her pain
in the back. Keep hot milk beside her. When she will get up, we are going
to lie that I have kept it there.

Narendra’s amma never let her touch the gas.

Even after sun rises, when Narendra’s amma did not move, he
kept his newspaper aside and called her anxiously. His call remained
ineffectual. She had never been into such sound sleep. He scrolled and
touched her forehead. He moved her face. Wherever, he had turned, it

remained like that. Tilted.

Dr. Saxena gave up the moment, he saw her. Mostly Diabetic
patients have silent attacks unlike other heart patients. They do not

suffer from unbearable pain so that others can anticipate the attack.

Narendra openly criticized his father that he treated amma like an
illiterate. When she complained first, she should have taken her to the

hospital. Why he kept waiting for the morning?
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Babu Jaswant Singh kept staring at vaccum like an idol.
Narendra could not understand how loneliness makes a man helpless

and his helplessness had already started.

He accepted in front of Narendra’s amma in his weak moments.
She nurtured him like her own kids. She faced all his problems. She is a
strong woman. He will not be able to survive alone with his bad habits.
He always wanted to go before her. His salvation lay in that only. He kept
on mustering up his courage to confess all his flaws and apologize for all
his weaknesses of character. She is short tempered yet, large hearted.
She will forgive him definitely but he could never confess it. He has no

courage to see himself petty in front of Narendra’s amma.

Now when Narendra’s amma is no more, to think, after getting fed
up with her that it is going to be a big relief if she will be no more, was so
wrong. Therefore, the question, whether he was living in false hope or the

false hope had kept him alive?

He cannot forget that Narendra who always bragged about his
love for his mother; denied shaving off his hair for her funeral. What is
there in the hair? He does not believe in pageantry. Some people are
coming from outside to visit the company. He shall leave on the 4th day
and will come back on the 13% day. Everybody started talking about him.
Or everyone was following the fashion of caring in that crucial situation.
What he will do alone in the house after tehravi? He should go with

Narendra bhaiya — Shalini and Mr. Chauhan suggested.
He will think about it. After sometime, he will inform Narendra.
He should not worry about his food. He will arrange something.
[ will increase the salary of Sunguniya. I am going to tell her to

leave one house where she works. She will cook for him the

way she knows. He will survive, he replied. Babu Jaswant Singh had
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already decided but Shalini had an objection for being dependent on

Sunguniya.
Keep Maharajin for household work, Babuji.
He did not reply anything.

If you ask for it, I can tell Pandey aunty in neighbourhood to get

some maid for the house.
Then Ahluwalia assures Shalini.

Guddi, why are you taking tension we will send food for your

babuji from our house.

Before he could not overcome the separation of his wife, he was

aghast by the other mishappening. He was hell scared.

Suddenly news came - his childhood friend Harihar Dubey was
no more. Harihar lived on the Birhana road in Mangal Bhawan where he
used to stay in a set of two cell like rooms and one hallway. Last month
he came from Kolkata where he stayed with his younger son Aditya. He
got laser done for his cataract and the moment he came back, he gave
him a call. He was sad that he could not meet his sister in law
(Narendra’s amma) one last time. He just opened the house that had
been locked for past 1 year. Bats are hanging in the house. He will come
to meet him once he is done with the cleaning of the house. He consoled
him. He knew everything inside out. Nothing was hidden from him when
Kaushalya passed away. None of his kids could pass even seventh
standard. How much a PWD clerk could earn. He did all the household
work. He made his kids study. He married them all. Had there been any
other responsibility left?

Aditya was not letting him come back. He fought, now at least he
has his own eyes to see the world, and came back. He wants to devote
sometime spiritually. He is going to go to Allahabad when the Kumbh

fare will start.
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Doors had been broken after three days.

The neighborhood got distraught by the stink. Generations at

Mangal Bhawan had changed. Who came when, no one was bothered.

Dead body of Harihar was lying under the bed. One hand was
there on his chest. Post mortem, report found that he died of heart

attack. He must have tried to unbolt the door and there he collapsed.

Babu Jaswant Singh could not see him for the last time. Post
mortem turned Harihar into stenchy bale. He did not want to witness a

stinky bale instead of Harihar.

On one hand, he is disconcerted with the old memories of
Harihar, on other hand the smell of his body dreaded him inside. The
foul smell stuck to his nose. He started igniting incense 24 hours a day.
When he used to go out, he would put a pefumed cotton wick in his ear.
Doctor Saxena was worried. Why his blood pressure was high? It did not
come under control even after the doze was increased. Doctor Saxena
made him have his six sittings with Psychiatrist. Dr. Dutta, then he

became normal.

Psychiatrist analyzed his problem. It is a mere mental
disturbance. Actually, it is not the foul smell but false fear of loneliness.
He needs change. He should stay with his son in Delhi for some time. In
fact, why for somedays? He should stay there only. There is no meaning
of staying alone at this age. That person should stay alone who doesn’t

have anyone in their family.
Babu Jaswant could not call Narendra out of hesitance.

He called his daughter Shalu in Trivandrum. He talked to his
grandson and granddaughter. Then he gradually informed Shalu - that
his blood pressure is high these days. Doctor Saxena is worried about

him he thinks he should stay in Delhi.
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You didn’t listen to me, I was saying it earlier, have you got

Maharajin Babuji?

Babu Jaswant Singh cut the phone or if it has got cut

automatically.

After sometime Narendra called him up — Babu ji, you please do

your preparations. I will come next week to pick you up.



What is this place, My Friends!

Babu Jaswant did not remain in a state of indecisiveness for a
very long time. The clock hand has already struck the set time. No there
is no hope of Col. Swami's arrival. He also feels that the walk is
mandatory for his health and he should start walking alone towards
Pantoon Bridge. Col. Swami is going to scold him the moment he will
meet that why hasn’t he gone for walk? Didnt you go for a walk before we
met. He is also feeling that his blood pressure is high these days. He had
a disturbed night. He felt that sun has risen in the middle of the night.
Darkness prompted him to sleep again. Morning will wake him up when
the alarm rings he has to get his blood pressure checked. He should get
his blood pressure checked every 15 days but the high fees of Dr.
Chaturvedi do not allow him to follow this routine. Though Dr.
Chaturvedi has an acquaintance with his son Narendra and his speech is
completely sugar coated. It sounds like his tongue cannot ask for fees.
However, while going he does not mind counting his 150 rupee fee. In
Kanpur, they take only 5 Rs. to measure the blood pressure. He feels
ever and again that Dr. Saxena is an exception. His fees are negotiable
according to the financial condition of patient. There is no one as good as
he is in Kanpur in detection of problem as well as in prescribing the

medicine.
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Suddenly the newly built bridge on Nizamuddin grabs his

attention. The streetlights are still on...

When he reached home yesterday, Sunaina commented on

Babuji- ‘you always leave lights on in the room.’

‘Must have forgotten> Babu Jaswant Singh stuttered but the

reply went flat on her ears.
‘Being forgetful cannot stop the meter.’

He remained silent in his reply. Could he get some concession for

his age? If he could have, he would have, without asking for it.

When amma died, Narendra instructed him before leaving the

house.

Flat has only two rooms. One is for them and other one is for
kids. There are two balconies; one is quite big — he must remember. He is
converting that balcony into a room with black sliding glass. Before he

comes to Delhi that room will be given to kids.

Babu Jaswant Singh is astonished when he sees the office driver

of Narendra is keeping his stuff in the balcony-converted room.

When he quietly expressed his reluctance that at night he has to
get up several time for washroom and it will be troublesome for him.
Narendra immediately replies in defense. There is a small-attached
common toilet in the balcony. He just needs commode and it is there.
kids have expensive things like computer in their room. It is not possible
to move them out. Apart from this, they have study table, their books,

almiras, two-tier bed etc.

Whenever, he opens the sliding windows of balcony, with the cool
breeze, the sight of the bare balcony of the third floor of building B

appears in front of him.
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In front of that balcony, there are three ropes on which the
clothes are hanging. Some garments are particularly of ladies and which
he has never seen hanging so openly in streets of Kanpur. And there are
some big heavy boxes of aluminium and coolers which are heaped and
also there is a broom kept for cleaning cobwebs and don’t know what
else, the sight of which put his heart out. He feels like, he has been
chucked out on the heap of trash.

He comes to his senses after a long time. He consoles himself by
the sight of the kite like square shaped blue sky and the bright sunlight
coming through the tall standing buildings and brightening his balcony.
Earlier when he came, he always slept in the living room. He could have
slept this time also, but it was not matter of few days. It would have been

against the aesthetic beauty of the house to stay in the living room.

First morning — he could only sleep early in the morning. He got
disturbed by the wakeup call made by the lady in the neighbouring
apartment to her servant. The voice was so strong that it could have
shaken the paradise with its pitch. He could not sleep after that. Stupid
servant was no less stubborn. Without wakeup call of the lady, he never
wakes up. He felt like abusing the foolish servant. He wanted to hit the

servant with his shoe that is why you are disturbing other’s sleep.

Lady’s voice brought such devil's luck that even the bright sun
light and the kite like square blue sky too turned to black.

Dusk would fall before 5 o’ clock. That day happened the same.
Babu Jaswant Singh was browsing through the morning newspaper
Hindustan Times! in the evening. Benazir Bhutto had come to Delhi
those days and she became the headline of newspaper; courtesy star talk

show of Star TV — Parvez planned Kargil when I was PM.

He was quite impressed by the bluntness of Benazir but he still

could not digest the fact that why she did not speak out when she was in

1 Name of an Indian News Paper
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power and suddenly the door bell rang. Babu Jaswant Singh barely gets
up for opening the door. Mostly daughter in law or kids open the door.
He does not get up deliberately because he knows that he will not know
the guests. Whom should he call inside and whom should he leave

standing at the door - it is a big deal.

Once Babuji invited Chadha ji and made him, sit inside the
house. The moment he went, they had lectured him. He had to get up to
the second ring of the doorbell.

Bahu Sunaina was in deep sleep perhaps.

The moment he opens the door, he sees that big lady of the
neighborhood, the same one who can tremble the paradise with her
voice. Babu Jaswant Singh invites her graciously and goes to the kid’s
room. Malay and Nilay were completely engrossed in the bike race game
and stuck to the joystick. However, he hasn’t liked the way they have
become completely deaf and dumb. He only told them to wake their
mother and tell her that the aunty who stays in the front building has

come to meet her.

And he again got involved in the reporting on Benazir. But he gets
disturbed after sometime. He heard that Sunaina and that lady are not
having a conversation rather they are having a scuffle. There must be
some society issue. These days it is very common with unsatisfied
residents who keep on blaming recrimination. Sometimes it is because of
high parking charges and sometimes raised maintenance costs. One
other complaint is that, mostly members do not attend the meeting of
general body. When the proposals have passed then they show their
objections. They always blame committee for its autocracy, whenever
there is a meeting — its mostly on Sunday at 10 o’ clock. And the
members enjoy their Sundays and don’t get up till 10 o’ clock Narendra

is a member of committee he heard it from daughter in law Sunaina.
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Babu Jaswant Singh becomes aghast, when his daughter in law enters

the room and she blows a gasket at him.

Why the hell are you ruining our image in society? He should
keep his age in consideration. If he is too long in his tooth, so he can go
to red-light area anytime. He does not get low pension so that he cannot
afford all that. At least do not quench your sexual appetite off teenage
girls of society. At this rate, they will not be able to show their face in

society.

Babu Jaswant Singh stood stupefied and could barely open his

mouth.
What has happened? What I have done?
You don’t know what you have done?
If you are not going to tell me, how will I get to know?

You, you put off your payjama while seeing Mrs. Rawat’s

daughter?
Babu Jaswant Singh had egg on his face.
[ am her grandfather’s age why would I do such a cheap act?

That you know better. Mrs. Rawat came to complain and also
threatened — If your father in law does not stop his jollification, they are

going to lodge a written complaint.
She has also said this she will go to the police if needed.

Trust me bahu. I have not done any such sick baudy act. Don’t

know from where the self conceit in his voice had disappeared.

Stop it, babuyji. There is no need of any explanation. Keep check
on your devilment. It’s a matter of thinking why any mother would blame

an old age man unnecessarily? What does it mean?

And her daughter Neena! Do you have any hostility towards her?
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Trembling with rage, daughter in law Sunaina left Babu Jaswant

Singh in the witness box.

Babu Jaswant Singh has no idea to whom he should give an
explanation. He had been condemned without crime. It is a weird irony

that our own people are not ready to listen to us.

It is not like that, he had never seen the neighbour’s daughter. He
had a glimpse of her while she was hanging clothes. He always felt that if
Narendra would have had a daughter she could have created some

warmth in the drab atmosphere of the house.

With his shivering hands, he took off his glasses and kept it on
the pillow. He lay on the bed like a lifeless creature. For a moment he
felt, his head was so giddy as if it was racing with a car. As if after today,
his head would be decaptivated forever. So that he would get rid off all
the sorrows, happiness, disappointment, indignations, expectations. Its

good if he gets rid of everything.
How a daughter in law can be so rude to her father in law.
There is no place for dialogue- Straight away the verdict.

He kept his spinning head inside the pillow and cried like a baby.
The bed started trembling with his hiccups.

At dusk , Narendra hadn’t come in his room, which he had now

accepted that it is his room; to know- How was the day babuji?

Nilay brought the evening tea. Four biscuits are there in the plate
— have some tea. There was no warmth in the statement. Kids must have

heard the scuffle.

Although Tommy kept on growling there, he was still on bed.
There were some differences in its growling. It was inquisitive. He felt

that humanity still exists in the animal.
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The thing, which irked it, was why Tommy’s chain was so small. If
it were long, he was sure, it would have come and touched with his paws
— get up! Won’t you take me to the walk? However, Nilay was told to

invite him for dinner but he denied.

Babu Jaswant Singh had wondered that his sleep had not
betrayed him at all. He had not any sleepless night. Though, his other
family members had tried their best to make him feel like hell.

He could not set alarm that night but he got up exactly at the

same time.

Unlike other days, Col. Swami was standing here on Mayur Vihar

Bridge. He welcomed him warmly.
What is wrong?
Let us sit.
Life is a second name for struggle, Mr. Singh.

Babu Jaswant Singh rubbed his face with his hands and tried to

control his emotions. He does not want to break down in front of him.

How many struggles one can bear? Col. Swami can’t understand
it. Actually, he is quite far from stings of blames and accusations. He has
no idea about that embarrassment which an old tree had to face as a
bard sews. His sons, daughters in law and grandchildren, have
pampered Col. Swami. Walls of house are always lit with laughter and
conversation — in heart of hearts; he always had this dream of seeing the
hooplas of his grandchildren in the house at Kanpur. So that they write
their guffaws and carve men on walls. They will draw trees, going to fill
colors and spread the colors all over the house. The dropping faces of
kids... if he dares to enter empty handed in the house, then he has to
rush back to market to bring something. Col. Swami did not take much

time to guess that whatever had happened is serious. Somebody has
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tried to shatter him to the core. Foundation cannot be trembled by a

mere breeze.
Let us sit somewhere. We will go for the walk later.

They sat near the shore of the Yamuna after crossing the Pontoon
bridge. Garlands of balls and polythene bags were floating in the
stagnant water. He restrained the feeling of disgust and Col. Swai kept

his hand on his shoulder.
What happened my friend? I have never seen you so disturbed.
Tell me the problem... grudges in the heart will pain you much.
Unleash it, it is very important to lighten your heart.

A cold sigh followed by a complete silence remained between

them.

The lady who resides in front of my room in building B has

complained against me to my daughter in law.

I have opened my Pajyama after seeing a teenage kid of that

woman.
The moment he heard it, he takes a long sigh of grief.
[ have not done it. I cannot do it.

Col. Swami turned his face towards him. How this misconception

has happened?

I thought so. I have pondered a lot. I realized. May be, the
windows had remained opened sometime I have complaints of chronic

piles. I have to apply medicinal cream on warts that time...
Have you told the reality to your daughter in law?

She is not ready to listen anything.
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It is my kind suggestion. Mr. Singh, you go to that lady and tell
her the truth. What can maximum happen? She is not going to believe

you. It does not matter.
Why are you burdening your heart?
Why you want to stay with the burden?
What if Narendra or his wife would feel offended, ?

Suddenly Babu Jaswant Singh changed the topic and asked him
a weird question. What do you think about death?

To drive him out from his unstable mental state, Col. Swami
deliberately behaves indifferent and says in jest — I do not think about
death. He does not consider it so important. Whenever it is going to
come, it will come. No matter in which form, it is going to make you
suffer for a week, a month or an year or it can grab you in its claw in a
moment. It does not matter much. But don’t you think it’s a mockery of
life, if we keep on cribbing about those sufferings which have not come

yet.

Sir, live life king size — and on your own terms — your way. Col.

Swami clenched his hands with his warm spirited jest.

When they got up from there, the soft touch of Kaas flowers
dancing with the wind touches Babu Jaswant Singh. While walking alone
on the Pontoon bridge, Babu Jaswant realizes that he was not alone. Col.

Swami was with him. He is still with him.



Hide and Seek

The moment he enters the room, Narendra had objected.

He realizes that Col. Swami who was there with him during the

walk is no longer by his side.
Babu Ji, you left the lift open on the floor.

Actually, son, I forgot my muffler when I was going for a walk. It

was matter of few seconds. I thought, [ am going to come in few seconds.
Has someone said something?

Leave what somebody has said. You take care in future. Upper
floor residents might face problem. Moreover, lift is not an issue. You

press the button and it will come again.

Babu Jaswant Singh feels disconcerted. The waving tail of Tommy
who is happy to see him back does not at all mesmerize him. He started
mumbling while opening his laces. Everybody is ready to pounce on him.

What is the big deal if I have left it open for some time?

Nobody has complaints against kids in the house. People are
complaining against oldies here. May be people in this society will never
get old. Neither are they going to lose power nor memory. They are born

immortal; neither will they suffer nor any miseries.
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Someone has complained against me to Narendra. That is why he
is reacting so. He has not mumbled, his voice is quite loud — he has not

dreamt about it.

Babu Jaswant Singh knows about Narendra’s routine- he has
seen every morning. Narendra sits on a computer chair and sips his
morning tea while checking his email and replying to it. He has
maintained proper contact with his friends who are working abroad.
Shalu mentioned that Narendra is applying to a well-known company of
the US. Most of his IITian friends are earning in lakhs and leading a
comfortable life in abroad. He is lagging behind due to his bad luck. He

does not want to lag behind any more.

It is Babu Jaswant Singh’s generosity that he has accepted his
fault with honesty without denying it. Otherwise, Narendra has no idea
how much trouble he has to go through in the morning due to lift. He
cannot have any idea. It is not possible for him to get up so early in the

morning.

In the morning, everybody uses lift including newspaper boy,
milkman, house cleaners, car cleaner boys etc. Everyone needs
newspaper in the morning at the earliest and the newspaper boy take
special care that everybody should get newspapers on time. They are
serving whichever floor they will stop the lift on that floor. Milkman does

the same thing. Servants and maids consider their monopoly on lift.

Narendra even does not know after waiting for long time for lift,
Babu Jaswant Singh sometimes climbs down the stairs. Tommy does not
like it. It doesn’t move from the lift. Oldies have to suffer ultimately.
Oldies need escalators more than youngsters do. Owners need it more
than servants do. However, one should not think like that. They are also
humans but the point is he never complained about it either to society or

at home. He never gets lift in the morning.
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Though in full grief, Babu Jaswant Singh thought he might be
holding a one-sided opinion. How can people notice when there is barely

anyone old in the society?

Before Col. Swami met him, he himself was trying to find his age
mate in the society. He has not seen anybody apart from Mr. Bhatt of C
Building. Mr. Bhatt usually met him in the evenings only. Then he got to
know about him. He cannot go for a walk in the morning. He cannot bear
the cold. He prefers walks in the evenings. His evening starts from 4 o’
clock. He always goes to nearby Vishal park. It is not possible for him to

go very far. It is not that safe and why should he take risk?

Mr. Bhatt also enhanced his knowledge that sometimes back, all
the old age people of nearby societies (Kala Vihar, Manas, Nirman
Vardhman Samachar, Kirti etc.) formed a laughing club. They form this
club to keep themselves healthy. They used to assemble at 8 o’ clock and
tried to laugh out loud together. The laughing club ran for two or two and
half months. The youngsters who used to come for their morning walk
couldn’t stand the loose skin, artificial dentures and devilish laugh Ha..
Ha.. Ha. Their logic was. It more looks like outcry rather than laughter.
How long they could bear ominousness. Protest started. If they want to
laugh, they can laugh at their houses. Park is a public place. Tomorrow
they will start crying together claiming it is beneficial for health. How can
they bear that? They got scared. They met next morning but did not
laugh.

It is better to avoid a fight with youngsters. Their laughing clubs
converted into satsang with the change of program, timings were also
changed. Mostly there was nobody in the afternoon. Somebody used to
take tape recorder out of his pocket and listened to the sermons of

Asaram Bapu.
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Oldies used to listen to sermons and used to get rid of phantasm.
Some of the old men got their nirwana through sermons and passed

away. New old men have replaced them.

[ am also waiting for my turn Mr. Singh. Whenever all mighty
wants - Mr. Bhatt raised his hand towards the sky as if he was not

referring to God but death.

Whenever Mr. Bhatt met him, he always requested him to join the

meeting.
If he wants, he can take him along.
He was in a bit of a dilemma earlier.

His practicality always instructed him to stay away from the
residents of the society. What if he opens his mouth about his family by
mistake, if daughter in law Sunaina comes to know about it, she will

start stinging like a wasp.
He will be court marshaled.

The tea was so sour and it has become hard for him to take single

sip. It seems like there are too many lemons in the fridge.

If Narendra’s amma had done it, the tea would have been thrown

out in the drain.

Until the tea leaves in the boiling water had not produced the
color like old monk with the proper amount of lemon drops in it, then
only he could take that tea. Daughter in law could not learn anything
from her efficient mother in law. The only attribute she has is how to hen

peck her husband.
He remembers one unpleasant incident with the sour taste of tea.

He still believes that this attribute of daughter in law Sunaina’s is

responsible for making Narendra irrational.



75

Narendra said it long time back he was going to fulfill his parent’s
wish of visiting Badrinath and Kedarnath! alone. He just needs one free
week out of his busy schedule. Narendra could not find that free week

and his mother passed away.

One day Narendra informed him. It was September, he suddenly
made a plan with his friends for Kedarnath. Everybody is going in their
car with family. Kids will have to take leave from school. He has to abide
by what his friends are saying though he had plans to take them. It will
be troublesome to take them to Kedarnath at this stage. Cars go straight
to the Badrinath temple. There will not be any problem. Kedarnath will be
troublesome. It is not a joke to climb up 13 kms. There is also problem of
oxygen at high altitude. One can suffer from pneumonia too, if it starts
raining. There is no emergency medical help for pilgrims. News of
mishappenings comes often. Old age men with the palanquin bearers fell

into ditch. It is difficult to find the dead bodies.

There will be no problem to stay alone there. He has already

talked to the reliable peon of the office.

For a week, his younger brother Shyam Narayan will stay with
him 24 hrs. He is good at cooking on gas. For picnics etc. they usually

take cook Shyamnarayan along with them.

They have written the numbers of both house and clinic of Dr.
Chaturvedi on the calendar. You can call him any time. He is going to
talk to Dr. Anurag personally that he is leaving Babuji on his

responsibility.
Still you can tell your wish.

Babu Jaswant started fuming from tip to toe.

1 Name of an Indian pilgrimage
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He planned everything already, now they are asking his wish.
That too by keeping finger on his mouth. His patience astonished him.

He has to accept. Shravan Kumar is a matter for tales.
Infact Col. Swami has shown the sight worthy places of Delhi.

He once said to Col. Swami if he ever wants to go to Kedarnath,
Badrinath so he can tell him anytime to pack his bags even next week

only.

He said just like that, he has not seen any film for past seven
years. On third morning, Col. Swami informed him to get ready and meet
him at 2:15 on Glaxo bridge. They are going to watch Aks in Delight
cinema. He likes Mast-Mast Ravina a lot. Elder son has bought two

tickets while returning from his company.

He has hiccup. He is going to dial 197 and ask for Col. Swami’s
address by giving his number to the operator. He is also going to ask that

why this number is not working. Is it out of order?

197 (exchange)informed phone is perfectly all right. Perhaps there
is nobody at home. He can write down the address E-303, Sec-26, Noida.

Phone is all right, still nobody is picking it what does it mean?

Old record played a new dilemma. Nobody is at home is bit

questionable. How is it possible?

Col. Swami has a Jonga. He mentioned it once. He also said that
he does not drive anymore. If he has to go alone to some party, like to
some army officer’s club etc. he usually calls taxi at his place. He is free
when it comes to drinking. If he has to go with family they all go in

Jonga.

It is a good vehicle. All the family members can fit in Jonga. They
sometime sat on each other’s lap and teased each other. They played
antakshari, imitated Anu Kapoor, criticized the obscenity of Boogy-boogy,

considered Doordarshan responsible for the cultural deterioration as well
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as discussed the lame policies of Government. They made faces when
they reach the destination. Had not they just started. Ch.. Ch.. Ch.. This
is bad. Shyamali became sad. It was a compulsion my dear. They came
to watch a movie and that too in Chanakya. They will have to bear the
noise of Anu Malik’s music in the theatre. He will not be able to hear
Shyamli - the great musician. With her voice, one can clearly distinguish
between the noise and harmony. Shyamli- my dear! Don’t be upset. We
will give you the chance of demonstrating your inefficient singing abilities

while coming back in Jonga. Will you sing?

She frowns to her husband and complains against him to the

Appu. Please tell him to stop making fun of me. Enough is enough.
What if he met with an accident in his jonga?
Uff. Babu Jaswant Singh becomes stunned for a moment.
You have to drink my friend.
Tell me, what do you want to drink?
This teetotaller thing will not work in front of me.

I agree that you have quit drinking long time back. But how does

it matter? You can restart it. Try to have it again.

Col. Swami smiles as if he has disarmed Babu Jaswant Singh

from the other side of the table.

Do you know Mr. Singh? To have a drink after longtime, is as

exciting as meeting your ex-girlfriend again.
They both were sitting on the first floor in Nirula’s in Noida.

They bathed in the mystique dim light of the music that leaves no

chance of leaving any face unread.

Roasted salted peanuts that Babu Jaswant Singh was finding it
like a feast that, he had been getting after a long time. Though he

realized that it is not easy to chew with few teeth but his hand was



78

helplessly gone to the plate only. He would have to bear the pain of

indigestion in the morning.

Col. Swami ordered for his favorite whisky- Royal Challenge and
Bloody Mary for him.

He decided with Col. Swami in the morning. He is bored to have
drinks alone at home; he wants to have drinks and dinner with Babu
Jaswant Singh in Nirulas. He is going to pick him by taxi, sharp at 7 o’
clock from Glaxo’s gate. He is going to give him a call before he leaves
from his place. He should get down exactly after 12 minutes. He should
not be worried about how he is going to come back. He is going to drop

him.

Narendra did not return, yet kids were engrossed in watching
Aladdin after practicing skates in the basement. Sunaina was in a bad
mood. They should leave the computer and finish their homework. He
had to inform daughter in law Sunaina that he is not going to have
dinner at home tonight. He is going to Nirulas in Noida. Sunaina ignored
his voice and replied rudely. It is not possible for her to wash his
bloodstains from his payjamas and underwear in machine. He has kept a
rin soap cake in bathroom. He can rub these stains with his own hands
before putting it in machine. Kids white uniform is getting fade because

of this carelessness.
Babu Jaswant Singh felt sad.

This was not the right time to talk about it. She could have
silently indicated later, that what he should do to get rid of such a
troublesome disease. May be Sunaina could not bear his happiness and

excitement.

He bleeds with farts. His clothes get stained. He is himself tense
because of it. She is actually right but what to do? He is taking medicine
as well as applying the tube. He is scared of surgery. The matter is

serious yet it has been deferred.
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He is deferring.

Col. Swami suggested him to buy pads. Wear it like ladies. The
instructions for the use are usually printed on the packet. The problem

will be resolved to some extent.

Babu Jaswant Singh could not control his laughter after hearing

his suggestion and made fun of him. This is all that is left. Now this too
shall be done.

He decided that he is going to call and get pads in the morning
from Arora chemist. How many packets should he ask for? Neither he
had a clue nor Col. Swami knew about it. He is going to ask from
chemists. It is useless to talk to Sunaina. He remembers. Once, his
medicines were finished. He told this to Sunaina. She gave him the
number of Arora Chemist. So that he can ask for the medicine on phone.

He is going to bring medicine at home and will take money from you.

He felt disheartened. Daughter in law Sunaina must be thinking
that Babu Jaswant Singh got so much pension. He should spend. What

is the use of being stingy?
Fathers do take from their sons. Is not her husband his son?

It is a different thing. He has the money. He also puts it before
asking for it into Narendra’s pocket. Infact he also feels that he should
pay when he goes to the market. He always brings something from Malay

and Nilay. He also likes milk treats. He has his share in the shop itself.

Col. Swami ordered a second peg for Babu Jaswant Singh and for

himself as well.

By the way, lam reminded of girlfriends by drinks- have you ever

been in love apart from your wife?

He had a quizzical smile on his face.
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He suddenly felt, nothing happened after bloody Mary but after

this question, all of sudden Shivani appeared in front of his eyes.

His heart throbbed at high pace and he could feel the heat of his
sighs.

He was amazed. The heart never grows old.

Babu Jaswant Singh controlled himself. As if, he had turned his
back to Shivani.

He also realized that he has asked him to dig out his deepest

secrets.
You tell me about yourself.

Me? Col. Swami suddenly got flustered. He suddenly had a big

sip. He takes some time to gulp it.

Yes! You! Babu Jaswant Singh becomes almost sure of what he

has asked. The memories brought a smile to his face.

These days I have fallen for the last love of my life. The silent love,
not letting anybody knows about it. I will blast it like pokharan someday.
I make excuses to my family. I so want to make giligadu meet the love of

my life. Love is also getting impatient. I have talked about you too.
She said — You are lucky Colonel. I envy you.

Col. Swami is exchanging letters with Anima Das who lives in

Mumbai.

Col. Swami is trying to understand Anima Das and Anima Das
wants to understand him. The distance of miles is being reduced, word
by word. They are getting close and they have a belief that this distance
will be covered in sometime. They also believe that it is important to
know each other well. Whenever they are going to meet, they will not

behave like strangers.
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So being acquainted with each other’s faces as well as personality
will help to bring intensity in relationship. Both have counted their grey
streaks and glares of experience. They both do not want to waste the
golden moments in introduction. If it happens like that then Anima Das
feels, it is a mere wastage of time. Both are desperate to step forward to
cover the distance. Anima Das says that before covering the distance of
miles, they are going to measure each other’s weaknesses. Those

weaknesses that have left their pasts unread.

Anima Das has a computer. Col. Swami also has a computer.
They have chatted online. However, lately Anima Das realized one could
not describe oneself online. Moreover, it’s difficult when you have decided
to describe yourself completely they want to be precise the way they have
described in writing. Anima Das felt deep inside, the fresh innocent
vibrance of feelings can only be touched completely by letters. She is

going to write herself in letters.

You can sleep with the letters keeping it under the pillow. Letters
do not weave dreams; rather they bring reality to the imagination by
touching the words on the letter with her hand. Anima could feel the
touch of Col. Swami’s fingers. You cannot keep computer under your
pillow, computers have different secret corner for everybody but letter
belongs only to them. They can have their own land of imagination and
sky of hope. Anima Das needs her own space where nobody else can

disturb his thoughts in her world.
Anima Das is making a big file of her letters.

Col. Swami has also made file of her letters. Now he feels that
they should meet very soon. How will be their first meeting, where to

have it? Should it be alone or with family — his family or her family.

Anima Das has sent her black and white pictures as well as
coloured pictures. She has a very serene face, there are three wrinkles

under her eyes, and a fourth is starting out under her left eye when she
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smiles. One can see sharp pouts near her lips. She has two lines on her
face as if somebody has drawn it with the ruler she will look more
graceful with few more wrinkles. Why is there no bindi on her face? Col.
Swami asked her without hesitance. Plain forehead brings melancholy to
her face. He cannot bear it. He wants to see a big bindi on her face. Well,

will she be able to do it for him?

Next week Anima Das sent a picture of herself with a big bindi.
Col. Swami noticed that this time as compare to the last coloured
photograph, she has put mild lipstick on her lips. Col. Swami loved the

glowing face of Anima Das.

Anima Das has written an English poem for Col. Swami. She has
written that without moustache his face looks like that narrow street

which is so pebbly that it scares its occupants to tread on.
How many days it takes to grow a moustache?

According to her, I should keep a moustache and the pictures of
the growing moustache should be sent to her. He should not be worried
how to maintain the moustaches. She is only going to meet when he will
have a moustache. He has a smart personality. He can very well
maintain them. If he is not able to, he can go to salon to get it trimmed.
Moustache should be like handle bar, the way it is in the pic of 1971

during India Pakistan war.

Anima Das is completely into Col. Swami these days after seeing

his last picture.

She has written the way she wanted to see him, Col. Swami has

exactly the same high and mighty personality.

Anima Das wrote — does he remember that heart rending incident,
which, he described that day? That bad phase was the most challenging
time of his career. When his dear friend from Gorkha regiment at the

border of Kutch; to shove off Pakistan army, met with a bomb blast and
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turned into a piece of flesh. That time he decided only his friend is a
martyr. He was saved like a coward. It happened because he wanted so.
He is not going to keep a moustache ever. He has no right to keep a
moustache. The moment he returned from the border, he shaved his

moustache.

Anima Das also wrote this to Col. Swami that it is the right time
for both of them to meet. Anima Das really likes Nainital a lot. For the
first time she wants to meet him in Nainital. There is a Hotel Classic in
front of Naini lake, from its balcony one can also have a view of Naina
Devi temple, one can hear the evening prayers as well as have a view of
Sherwood school. One can also see the reflection of high peaks in the big
lake in the daytime. Next month i.e. December, she had already booking
the two rooms in hotel ‘classic’, she can book it from Mumbai she will
sent the dates asap. Col. Swami does not have to do anything. He just
has to reach Nainital with woolen clothes. Anima Das will reach Nainital
via Delhi. She is going to stay one day in Delhi. She will not be able to tell
where she is going to stay. She wants to meet Col. Swami for the first
time in Nainital. Do not worry. She will take care of everything in Nainital
and stay there as much as she wants. There is still one and half month

left in their meeting.

He is going to inform Madhvi, Anusha and Shyamli exactly before

leaving to Nainital.

He does not want to be in the mess of travelling in buses. He is
going to hire a car. Anima Das has written a long poem for him. New. In
eight pages poem, Anima Das has mentioned the date of meeting in
Nainital i.e 28th Dec. There is a probability of snowfall during that time.
It is a time of New Year. This is the best time in Nainital. He believed so.
Col. Swami was amazed by the eight-page poem. A poem written by a

poem.
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Col. Swami has brought a photocopy of Anima Das' long poem so
that he could give it to Babu Jaswant Singh. Please read it at home and
tell me how it is during the morning walk. Has Babu liked his Anima’s

poetry?

How this channel started, Col. Swami’s face was glowing pink as
if someone had sprinkled the colour of butterfly wings on his face.
However, there was dim light in the room but he could not hide the
vibrancy of the colours of love from the primed vision of Babu Jaswant

Singh.

Actually, it happened like that. One Sunday morning, after
coming from the morning walk Col. Swami read Anima Das’s interesting
advertisement in matrimonial column. “A pensioned widow is in search
for a widower or a single man who can be her partner in her last stage of
life. She is free from her all responsibilities. Her son is married and her
two daughters already have young kids. Kids are engrossed in their
family life. She is sufferer in loneliness. Willing candidate can send his

photo and bio data.

Col. Swami was quite impressed by the advertisement and that
too coming from a woman. Others might see it as an offence. Doesn’t
matter. He saw it as a golden chance. Col. Swami decided he is going to
send letters to Anima Das. He sent his biodata, photo and family photo
on the given address. He clearly admits that initially he was not that
serious. According to Anima Das’s conditions, he is a widower but he is

not single. He had a huge family.

He had been desperately waiting for her reply. After sometime, he
realized that he had failed to show his credibility but he was amazed to
receive her congenial reply. His introduction impressed her a lot. She
wrote, she would like to stay in touch with him in future. After a long
time, she has found as compatible a man as him. She is sending her

email address. Would he be able to send her emails?
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Had Col. Swami gone to Nainital suddenly? There is a possibility
that he had no plan. Anima Das might have informed him by mailing him

that he has to reach Nainital as soon as possible.

But family? Nothing is going according to his speculation. There is
a possibility that they decided to meet each other with their families. He

has gone to Nainital. Possibly, he will come in a few weeks.

Might he have thought, whatever they are going to decide, they
will take families' consent. Therefore, there will not be any chance of any
grudges and disappointment. It is right actually. It should be like that.
So that there will not be any objection from anybody. He is darling appu
to all. Daughter in law Sunaina calls him Babu ji where do you want to

have food, on the table or in your room?
[ am going to come to the dining table.

Babu Jaswant Singh proceeds towards dining table. He wants to

sit with kids. He is pleased with Sunaina's call.

Tommy is engrossed in eating his chapatti crumps in milk. He

closes the door on it but Tommy completely ignores him.
But suddenly he feels blackout. He must be exhausted.

He is having headache. Perhaps due to cold. He needs warm sun
lit room. But from where? After that humiliating incident, he never dared
to open the sliding windows again. There are some benches in the garden
in the society. Some people take advantage of that. Just, he is not able to
do it. One reason is that he does not want to get upset by the glances of
people out there because of the humiliating incident with the

neighbourhood ladies.



Long Poem

Babu Jaswant Singh has habit of taking a power nap after having
lunch. He tried his best to leave the bed after a short nap. He wanted to
sit on a chair with table. He does not have a table and a chair here, so he
thought of sitting while taking support of the pillow. No matter if, they
are old, he should open some book and read it. But as if the books have
some enmity with him. He barely reads one-two pages of a book and feels
extremely sleepy. Constrainedly, he likes to read books at night. The
moments he starts feeling less sleepy, he starts reading his book. He
starts feeling sleepy again. Certainly, he feels grateful to Rabindranath
Tagore and Premchand, that they have kept him off sleeping pills. Babu
Jaswant Singh has no idea about these current writers whether they are

that efficient or not.

After getting no solution for his afternoon trouble, he becomes
extremely worried. The problem of belching started from Kanpur is not
letting him sit comfortably in Delhi. His burps make Sunaina feel filthy
that she feels like puking out everything she has eaten.

Morning walks might have improved his health but his stomach
has been denied its healthful effect completely. Babu Jaswant Singh
takes balanced diet still he does not get that, with which the machinery

of the digestive system would work properly. He misses Narendra’s amma
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terribly in such situation whenever she used to go out in market for
buying household items. She never missed to buy digestive candies or

powder. They used to gives him good relief at least for a few days.

Sunaina always wanted to shoot him with her comments and

when she was not able to, she always chose Narendra’s shoulder.
You should walk in your room after the meal.
Which room?
That is your bad habit — You always take everything otherwise.
You will never get old Narendra?

It’s not the matter of young or being old - it’s a matter of

adjustment.

Right — Why don’t you give this suggestion to your wife? She
should be taught how to treat old age people? Sneezing, farting or

belching is nowhere related to old age Narendra.

Whoever is having bad digestion will have to suffer these
problems. Narendra avoided the debate and went to his room. Though
the room was locked, the aggressive sounds from the door left him like a

stranger in that house.

Meanwhile Babu Jaswant Singh was lumbering in the room and

massaging his neck, so that he could burp easily.

That time Nilay came and knocked at his door and informed him
that he had a call. Babu Jaswant Singh became very excited and threw

himself to receive the call. Col. Swami had reached back.

He got disappointed by the flustered voice of a girl on the phone,
the girl enquired after saying ‘hello’ — May I please talk to Uncle Jaswant
Singh?

Uncle? Who can it be, who is addressing him as uncle? Girl was

quite descent while talking.
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Yes, speaking.

Uncle! Sumitra here... from Kanpur. The eldest daughter of Netaji

(leader). How are you?

Netaji. Oh yes, daughter of Raam Khilawan Yadav. He suddenly

recognized her and become vey happy.

[ am fine dear. Babu Jaswant Singh replied. He understood. He

will be able to talk to Sunguniya.

Sunguniya came on phone. The disconcertment due to the
absence of Babu Jaswant Singh made her voice choke. Babu Jaswant
Singh complained — Why haven’t you called me for so long? Sunguniya
expressed her helplessness. How could i? Only Netaji’s daughter helps
her make the call, that too when nobody in the family is around. She was
not here too. She was in Lucknow for past two and a half months. She
was there for her training. Then she went to Banaras after her
internship, so that she could select a bride for her elder brother. She has
returned yesterday morning. Now she has dialed the number hence she
is talking to her Master. Master, please try to listen to me carefully. The
Master is miles apart. If Sunguniya wants to have some words of wisdom,
whom should she seek? There are many who are ready to instigate her.

Netaji is compelling her to join his party.

Election will be declared soon in the state. To strengthen the
position of society in the state, it is very important for backward classes
to unite in one. They have to shake the throne of Brahmins and Thakurs
upside down. Then only they will be able to attain their respect and
dignity in the society. They have to build their own future. Our party

should come back in future.

Netaji was suggesting that Sunguniya should become official
member of his party B.S.P. He will help her out. After becoming the
member of the party, she has to work wholly- solely for the party. There

will be the regular attendance in the party office. Party office is in
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Hoolaganj. She will have to travel so much. Netaji has also instructed her
duties in the office. She has to serve the guests. She has to keep an eye
on those fishy people who try to enquire about him that who is the black
sheep. Who is against them? Who is trying to stab him? Certainly, they
are going to consider her an ordinary woman and will not be that careful

while talking about their secrets.

Netaji has also instructed here to visit the slums so that she can
meet folk of her cast and make them aware of the party. Brahmins and
Thakurs have always been molesting their women. They did not let them
survive. They have treated them like soles of their shoes. They made
them work and did not pay. They peed in their mouths when they
demanded their payments. They chopped and killed them and threw
them into pits and drains. But this won’t be tolerated anymore. The days
of the reign of Brahmins and Thakurs are over. Now we will rule them

and are going to pee in their mouth. Ten people in one mouth.

According to Netaji, Sunguniya will have to leave all other places,
which she used to visit. He is giving her dreams of having her own
residence once he wins the election. He is going to arrange a residence

for her. She neither has to serve any thakur nor any need of their mercy.

He will make new slums near Swaroop nagar and she is going to
have her own house. She is going to get her payment from party office.
Eleven hundred rupees per month on the 10t of every month, Netaji has
also proposed one other offer — Sunguniya should go back to his in- laws.
Netaji will make her pradhan of Panchayat. Nobody will dare object to the
choice of Netaji. They will be shot dead.

When she refused to go back to her village then Netaji compelled
her and asked for the reason that why she doesn’t want to go? She
should not worry about her kids. He will arrange their admission in
village only. Constrainedly, she had to open her mouth. Master! Please

pardon me. There was no way left. She made her point clear to Netaji.
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She had not suffered at the hands of Brahmins and Thakurs in the
village. Infact the close ones considered her a weak woman. Her own
have made her suffer. On the thirteenth night, her brother- in- law tried
to molest her. He threatened her, if she dared to raise her voice; he is
going to chop her and throw her in well in the morning. She was scared.
She zipped her lips. This sufferance was not enough. They arranged her
marriage with a middle age widower before the thirteenth day of
mourning so that they would not have any need to give her share in the
property.

There are many threads woven together. She is somewhere
repenting already for revealing these incidents. Master is a witness. The
goddess like woman has taken her in and given her refuge. They filed a
report against her brother- in- law and took restraining order that he will

not dare to be around their bunglow.

Sunguniya made it clear to Netaji- if he does not like, doesn’t
matter. Please let her nurture her kids. Neither she wants to work in the
office nor does she want to become Sarpanch. She will work in their
house till the time they want. She is obliged to him for the admissions in
school. Master! Kindly say that whether she has done the right thing or

not.

Babu Jaswant Singh got emotional after listening to her plight. He
only said he completely agrees to her decision. He believes that she will
never take any wrong decision. He has one request to Sunguniya please
do not address him as Master. He likes her when she sometimes

addresses him as Babuji.

Babu Jaswant Singh also knows that she has not called him to
seek suggestion only rather she wants to inform him about her decision.
Sunguniya is not ignorant of the greed of the politicians who try to tempt

helpless and needy for their own benefits. Actually, in garb of cast and
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creed, they are trying to create a utopia in the eyes of sufferers like her

so that they can fetch maximum votes.

The moment he lies down on bed, the thought suddenly perturbs
him that what kind of elder he is? He had forgotten to ask whereabouts
of Raamwati and Somwati i.e. Katyayni and Kumudni. Infact, that crazy
Sunguniya was so engrossed in cribbing about Netaji Raam Khilawan
Yadav that she forgot to inform him about the children. He would also
like to know that whether they are studying and learning anything. How
much they have learnt. Do they tell something after coming back from
school? Do they have copy, books, slates etc. to study? If she needs

something and she is short of money, he can send it via money order.

Although Babu Jaswant Singh never talked to Sunguniya’s
daughters ever. If he ever called them by mistake, they used to get scared
and stood there in one position. He told Sunguniya that she should ask
the chidren why they are scared. He found a way out finally. He started
bringing something for the kids every time he goes to the market. Still
they did not come close to him. Ultimately, he has to give chocolate
wafers to Sunguniya. His ardour compelled Sunguniya to build up
friendship between them. Like she asked her kids to peep in his room
whether he is awake or not? Ask the master that should she prepare tea
or not? Go and give him the newspaper lying at the door. The eldest
daughter Raamwati i.e. Katyayani became bit comfortable with him.
Other two were like her tail while entering his room and ran off once she
left the room. As if, some dog is chasing them. Dog — Yes dog. A smiled
appeared on his face like a bubble after a long time, that too in his room

in so-called house.

Babu Jaswant Singh remembered that ideally, Katyayani
admission should have been done by last year only. Kumudni’s
admission should be done by this year. Raamratan is too young.

Narendra’s amma was always worried about her girls. The moment maid
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goes out of the house, these fool hardies try to jump the gate. She
believed that if they were in school, they would sit at least for 4-5 hours
in class and away from the house. If she were alive, she would have had

admitted Raamratan to school.

Because of this, Narendra’s amma went to near by govt. school
many times. The only obstruction was their birth certificate. She was
born in a village. Principal suggested her to go to the panchayat, get the
birthdates confirmed, and get the certificate stamped by them. The
children will get admission. Raam aasre was alive that time. He said that
he is going to village for some work. After that, he will get their birth
certificate attested. Nevertheless, one cannot change the destiny. He went
and never came back. Sunguniya could not have gone to village. The only
alternative left is a magistrate. She could have arranged some meeting
with him but Narendra’s amma expired. Netaji has an altogether different

status. Nobody can say ‘no’ to him.

Babu Jaswant Singh was feeling sleepy after sometime. He was
awakened by Sunaina’s voice. Sunaina! in his room? Is he hallucinating?
Hallucinating things is weird. He had habit of pissing in the bed till very
old age. In sleep, he always felt like as if he is pissing in washroom near

balcony.

It was Sunaina only. She kept his tea and biscuit in the tray. Kids
might have gone to playground. However, he liked her coming to his
room. He is not sure whether she liked it or not. Biscuits are fresh and
crispy. Many times, he realised that she had given him soggy biscuits.
Daughter in law Sunaina must have considered him as one of the trash

in her house.

Dinner, unexpected hospitality was shown to him but things got

unleashed very soon and Narendra came to the point.

Narendra told that Sunaina had been to the bank and found that

suddenly the locker prices have risen. Why doesn't babuji surrender his
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locker? There is no meaning of spending rent uselessly. Anyway, there is
no need of two lockers in one house. If things are scattered, it is more

difficult to manage.

Narendra offered his services. If Babuji agrees, he can go and take
leave from the office and go to Kanpur. He knows that Banks are open on
Sundays too. They will do their work in the morning and come back in
the evening by Shatabdi. And they will call Sunguniya to clean the house

on Saturday.

Sunaina has one more wish with which Narendra also agrees.
Amma;s sarees are hanging unkempt in Godrej almirah. They are going
to be spoiled if not taken care of. Rather it is better to put them to use.
Sunaina will wear them with charm. When Amma was alive, she kept on
telling Sunaina that these expensive sarees are of no use to her. She is
really deserving of them. She kept some of her sarees for her before
leaving for Kanpur. However, Sunaina never agreed to her. She had a
point that amma has to go to her relatives in Kanpur. Sarees do not

matter much. She will wear whenever she feels like. She will ask for it.
Please tell me Babuji, what do you think about it?

Babuji could not swallow the statement as well as the bite in one
go for a very long time. He left the food and kept on drinking the water.
He tried to muster up the courage in his heart. There was a time that he
was so courageous that he had no need to look for it. How things change,

how have they changed?

Then he opened his mouth. Narendra and Sunaina were staring

at his face in wait of his reply.
Narendra!
Narendra, your amma is not yet dead for me.

Jaswant Singh told this with a choked voice.
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Who are these people? Waiting for their own ones to die rather

they are not even ready to wait.

Probably, Col. Swami would criticize his nagging behavior on the
complaint against his son and daughter in law. He is going to say that
your son is not only wise but he is practical as well and whatever is there
in the locker belongs to them only. Their’s only. They are going to get it
today or tomorrow, how does it matter? If they do not possess right on
their mother’s belonging then who else does? He also knows that these
things are more like their mother’s memories, if they wear them, they will
feel their mother around. You only enjoy your life and leave the accounts

to them.

You cannot die with dead ones Mr. Singh. It is better for you to
leave this habit of dying every moment. If kids will stop living while
missing dead people, they will not be able to survive, let them live. You

also live happily.

If Babu Jaswant Singh wants to reply to Col. Swami, he would not

be able to that his children are not like Col’s sons and daughter in laws.

He also feels like that Col. Swami would not be able to
understand his plight — only the wearer knows, where the shoe pinches.
Is Babu Jaswant Singh feeling jealous of Col. Swami’s happiness? Does
he want him to follow the same track, which he is treading? He should
only say what Babu Jaswant Singh wants to listen. No, No, it’s not like
that Babu Jaswant Singh gets hurt very soon. But he is neither mean

nor selfish.

Where is Col. Swami? Where is he? He needs him so badly. If he
were there, he would have been feeling better. Harihar Dubey also left

him.

Where is the photocopy of Anima Das’ long poem? Where has he
kept it? He searched all the papers under his pillows but could not find

it. He has also searched for it earlier.
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He pressurized his mind and rethought about it. He was in a
sweet charm the time Col. Swami told him. He has brought a special
copy of Anima Das' poem for him. After reading the poem, please tell him

next morning how does he find it? How she writes?

He also remembered, the next morning he in fact asked about the
poem — have you read it? Being reminded by Col. Swami, he searched his
pocked where he could not find the poem how would he read it? He did
not even remember that where had he kept the poem before sleeping.
Normally, he never cleans his pockets. If he needs something, he
searches his pocket only. The other space left is under his pillow. Col.
Swami got confused himself. He said he might have forgotten after
promising to give him the poem. There is a possibility that he has left it
on the table in Nirula’s or maybe he has forgotten to get it photocopied.
That was the moment when he felt that he should have made Mr. Singh
read the poem there only. He does not know whether that moment will
come again or not. Still if some day he finds Anima Das' long poem, he

would definitely like to read it.

His eyes glittered with tears.






Third Absence






The Dream

Babu Jaswant Singh realized it in deep sleep that it was around

11 o’ clock in the morning..

Only Sunaina and Tommy were present in the house. The silence
was whispering in the house and Babu Jaswant Singh feels like it is an
appropriate time to take nap after a long walk. Even if he has not gone
for walk, he breaks the rules and takes a power nap without any guilt.

He followed the same rule this time again.

He knows that 11 o’ clock is time for Sunaina to keep her
antennas up. Maid Sita bai cleans the house at this time. Sunaina has
announced that nobody should dare to disturb her at this time. Even if
someone dares, she will not listen to him or her. According to her, this
cleaning time is for all the household ladies to keep eye on their maids.

Who knows when they will steal light from the sun?

It has happened several times. She got to know after weeks that
so and so stuff is lost in the house. When they asked her, she questioned
them back. Does crow caw in your house? If it does in the morning.
Definitely, crow has stolen that expensive stuff from your house. Hasn’t
the lady seen a snake in the beak of an eagle? Therefore, it is better if
she shuts her windows in the morning after hearing crow’s caw. Then

notice, that expensive things disappeared or not.
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When Babu Jaswant Singh overheard the conversation, he only
suggested this much. What is the point of putting off the jewellery every
night?

He has never seen Narendra’s amma doing that. A married
woman should not do such things. Moreover, after such things happen,

we can neither blame the maid nor can trust her.
Sunaina gave a cold reply.

Amma was lucky. She got a big-hearted Sunguniya as her maid.

Not everybody is as lucky as her.

Babu Jaswnat got hurt again. Why he keeps harbouring the
illusion that this is his house? He has been taught several time that it

doesn’t belong to him and he should mind his own business.

But Babu Jaswant Singh don’t understand, if it is not his house,
then why these people claim his stuff, his accounts and want to possess

his everything?

Col. Swami scolded him. The truth is my friend; you have habit of
becoming a damsel in distress. Trivial things hurt you. Actually, it is

nothing Mr. Singh - just frustration that you cannot rule anymore.

Leave it now! You have ruled enough. Property can only become a

house if one leaves the habit of owning it.
OK, I have left it.

His suggestion was thoughtful. Sometimes his stubborn mind

becomes mindful. It starts pondering. He starts self-analysation.

Oh! A light ray is rising up; in slumber, Babu Jaswant Singh
realized that a dream has knocked on the door of his sleep. He was

amazed at the dream after a long time.

These days’ dreams have also been ignoring him so far. The sting

of the emptiness of dreams is still flustering him. The sweet presence of
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dreams is flying like dandelions in the air. He has to face avoidance of
dreams after his retirement. Dreams must have thought — what is the
use of coming in the dreams of an oldie. His snoring will anyways disturb

them.
Has Shivani forgotten the way today?

Phone bell rang in the drawing room. Sunaina informed him
phone is from Trivandrum. She is busy in her work. It means Sitabai is
yet not free from her work. She feels very sad. She could not embrace
her.

Phone is from Trivandrum — call from his daughter Shalini. Hawai

chappals have slid under the bed.

Mostly she calls at night only after 11 o’ clock, STD rates are too
high that even Richie rich will feel pain to pay.

Babu Jaswant Singh knows this much. Son in law Mr. Chauhan
gets paid for the telephone bills from the company ONGC. Nevertheless,
he also knows that still they exceed the limit so they have to show fake
bills. Mostly Shalini prefers that Narendra call her up and let her talk to
babuji also. She also told him that her in laws are big time cheats. His
brother in law starts discussing all property issues and cases on a phone
call, which they have done to know their whereabouts, sometime they
start talking about the profit of sugarcane. They also start discussing

politics that the Chief Minister Rajnath Singh is working properly or not.

He feels proud of Shalini. She never opens her mouth in front of
her father in law though she has grudges in her heart. She has ingrained
values from her mother. She is neither rude with elderly people nor she
comes without dupatta on her head. Sunaina do not have any values and
manners that she could touch her father in laws feet on any auspicious

occasion or festivals.

He was bit worried about the phone call.
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In the daytime? Is everything all right.

Shalini understood the tension in his voice and calmed him that

there is no need to worry. She has come to her husband’s office.

Boss has gone to Assam. There was nobody in his chamber. She
thought of making good use of phone. It’s been more than fifteen days
she hasnt talked to him. How is his health? Is he taking medicine

regularly?
Suddenly she flipped the coin.
Babuji, why do you not surrender Kanpur’s locker?

The purpose of the phone call was no more a secret. Sibblings
have talked to each other. They could not wait for one night. Narendra

talked about Saturday. Today is Thursday.

Six fifty rupees are not a small amount in such inflation. You

should abstain from extravagance.
Babu Jaswant Singh kept aside the sugarcoated attitude.

Locker seems like wastage of money to Narendra. Telephone in his
study, has to pay house tax of bungalow, and has to pay the gatekeeper

of colony. Is it wastage of money?

Moreover, about jewellery and money Shanu, your mother already

gave you and Narendra enough in your marriages.

I had to open a locker.What is left there or maybe it is empty, who

knows.

Shalini took a long sigh. As if, it is equally painful for her to talk

about it.

There are still many things left in the locker. Many sets of

jewellery, Ajiwalis nose ring of 58 gms and many other silver things.

Amma always said — she wants to give panchlad and red gold set

to anvita and to vikram’s wife.
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Lobbying was not meaningless.

Babu Jaswant Singh does not remember that he was ever rude to
Shalini. In fact, if he chides her a bit, she keeps on sobbing for hours. He
could not bear her tears. He used to try his best to console her to make

her calm. He will not say anything to her. Then she would become calm.

Babu Jaswant Singh felt that he was not able to hold his horses.
He never expected that Shalini is going to leave him and will start siding
with her brother and sister in law. Nobody is left with any feelings for
him. That Shalu for whom — Babu Jaswant Singh took trains to Kanpur
without reservation just because she wanted him to come that weekend.
She did not come out of his lap when she was suffering from measles. It
was difficult for him to go to washroom that time because she was in his

lap.

Babu Jaswant Singh raised his voice. Girl, you are trying to teach
me. Why don’t you teach some duties and responsibilities to your brother
and sister in law? Those people are one of a kind. They think that there
are two dogs in the house — one is Tommy, other one is retired civil
engineer Jaswant Singh. Tommy is still in better position than he is.
They cater to all its wishes. No body cares for him. Tommy is of better
breed. It brings social status to them in the society. Their status is

tarnished because of his presence.

Shalini became worried; she thought Babu Jaswant Singh had
lost his mental balance. He is not talking in his senses. He never talked

to his daughter like that.

She tried to coax her father. She tried to make him understand
with patience and revealed the exact situation. Babuji is neither living at
peace nor letting anybody live with tranquility. The husband and wife are
having differences because of it. It has become difficult for bhaia to reach
a common ground. He cannot tell you everything or to his wife Sunaina.

He is not able to work in his office with disturbed mindset. It is not as if
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her brother does not think about his father. He doesn’t want to make

him uncomfortable.

He also believes that sudden death of Amma has brought this
change of behavior. He has been suffering of loneliness. But her brother's
efforts alone cannot bring peace to his father’s mind. Babuji also needs
to put in efforts. He can only overcome if he actually wants to. He should
not think about himself only. He should understand the value of his
family. Brother is even thinking of keeping him there only, wherever he is
happy. He got to know that in Noida Sec-55, there is an old age home
Anand Niketan. He wants to send you there. If babuji is around his age
mates, he will like it more. Brother has seen the place. He told me that it
is beautiful. Fooding is of highest order. However, bhaia will have to bear

the expenses but he is happily ready for it.

Bhaia's friend Rajiv Raizada has also talked about an old age
home in Haridwar, Ashram, on the banks of the Ganges. Even if you do
not come out of the ashram, you can easily enjoy the evening prayers
from your window. Bhaia is also worried. He might get an appointment
letter from an American company. It was different when Amma was alive.

Now it is not good to leave him alone in Kanpur.
Receiver of the phone slipped from Babujis hands in shock.

Sunaina ran towards the room after hearing the receiver’s sound

on the floor. But Babu Jaswant Singh didn’t look back.

In his heart of hearts — he could hear the sound of wooden
sandals crossing the verandah towards the kitchen. He was served first
in the house after taking out the share for the cow. He was the eldest in

the family.
Who is he?
Babu Jaswant Singh’s father.

Who else?



Fourth Absence






Flu

When Babu Jaswant Singh was tossing and turning in bed, he felt
as if he has gone through third degree punishment. He had severe pain
in the knees. He himself does not understand that without cough and
cold, how fever has attacked him. He does not pay much attention to
small up and downs in health. He feels proud of his health. He has
enough reason to feel proud about it. He can enlist many of the relatives
in Kanpur who went through bypass surgery after crossing fifty. Plaster
of legs is so common these days. OK! Fine! Babu Jaswant Singh scolded
himself while holding his head in both of his hands. Do not brag about it.
He should feel happy that he is alive and fit. Narendra’s amma is no

more who will feel privileged in serving him during his illness.

Doctor Anurag has rendered strict instructions that he should
only take boiled water. Sunaina has kept the boiled water in thermos on
peg table. Whenever he feels thirsty, he can have it on his own. He
complained once that he feels puckish to have tea, milk or water from
thermos because it stinks. Sunaina gave a cold reply. It happens, if

thermos is of low quality.

Its enough that when Babu Jaswant Singh brought Tommy from
walk, he gets tea. Sunaina woke Narendra after hearing the sound of

coughing from the washroom. He realized while making him lying down
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that his vomiting is not only due to indigestion. His body is ravaged by

fever. Thermometer has shown his temperature rose more than 100e.

Narendra requested Dr. Anurag Chaturvedi to visit and examine
his father. Dr. Anurag declared that he has been suffering from flu. He is
giving medicines but cholesterol, urea, sugar also need to be tested. He
also informed that door-to-door service pathologic assistant comes in SK
lab of Arora Chemist. He must have come by now. He can call him by
phone. By 5 pm, report comes to the lab. He will call the chemist and get
report in his clinic only. He is going to change the medicines if needed.
He has high Blood pressure. He has been taking medicines for that. He

does not feel that there is any need to increase the dose.

He realized yesterday that the mental shock, he had been
suffering from after hearing from Shalu was not easy to overcome. He lied

numb on the bed for hours. Pain after pain.

On one hand, he was disturbed due to the absence of Col. Swami
and then the conspiracy of his own children to abandon him. He is
distressed with dilemmas that how can a father be a matter of disgust in
the house. What has anybody done for him till now? Neither are they
helping him financially nor is he suffering from some disease so they
have to serve him. How could Shalu listen to such drivel? Why did not
she protest? Why don’t you take babuji along with you to America? How
much extra charge would they have to bear? He was not ready to leave
Kanpur and come to Delhi. He consoled and persuaded himself and tried
to come out of bed. Darling daughter could have said; if you do not have
place to keep babuji, I will keep him with me. She will be honoured to

serve him. Babuji did raise both the kids without discrimination.
The same record was playing in his mind.

The same old things. Every moment though he understands that

to wheel it out in the mind again and gain is same as going through same
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pain, which is going to harm him eventually. He suddenly got up from

the bed. He wanted to come out of that roof and breathe some fresh air.

He always likes wandering around. He slipped his feet in the
slippers. Sunaina called him from the back. The gesture is a formality,
which he is very well aware of. He knows the sound is not going to plead

that why he is leaving the house when the kids are coming back.
Babu Jaswant Singh proceeded towards Chilla village.

He saw four-five autos in a queue waiting to get their fuel filled.
The stinking smell coming from the left side grabbed his attention. He
covered his nose with his handkerchief. A herd of cows was foraging for

food in garbage.

When he reached the board of Riverside View, the stinking smell
was replaced by the freshness of a breeze. He kept the hanky in his
pocket, Babu Jaswant Singh crossed through Shikhar apartments and
reached the newly built empty apartments of Ashiyana. A school bus
came and dispersed the crowd. Malay-Nilay must have come by now.
These buses too probably come from this side. He has not seen them.

There is a possibility that he will see them along the way.

Perhaps Ramwati... Gosh! Again... Katyayani and Kumudni come

back from school at this time only. Would they too come by bus?

Babu Jaswant Singh suddenly became dismayed. Little Katyayani
and Kumudni would not have been able to go by rickshaw. He knows
that school is far off. After finishing her household work, she would have
run to the school to get them. There is a possibility that she had told
both the kids to hold each other’s hands and come on their own through
shortcuts. Situation is quite risky. Any vehicle can hit anybody in the

narrow streets — who knows?

Babu Jaswant Singh fumbled his kurta pocket under his sweater.

Wallet was there in his pocket. He took it out. How much money does he
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have? Seven notes of hundreds assured him that he could fulfill what he
actually wants to do for them. He thought of getting riksahw. He saw one

rikshaw coming.

He instructed rickshaw puller to take him to pocket-3. However, it
was a bright sunny warm day. Nevertheless, the chill in the air reminded

that he should have worn his old blanket as well as his mulffler.

Babu Jaswant Singh stopped the rickshaw in pocket-3 right in
front of the office. He instructed rickshaw puller not to go anywhere as
he is coming back in a moment and going back to his house only. He will

pay the waiting charges.

He will send money order of SO0 Rs. to his address only. Postman
knows him very well. If Hariram had been there, there would be a big
problem. Sunguniya knows how to write her name. Narendra’s amma
taught her in free time. He does not think that she has forgotten. If she
would have forgotten, she can receive the money order with her
thumbprint. The only problem is her self-esteem. Babu Jaswant Singh is
going to write a letter behind the money order. The money is not for her —
it is for the purpose of study of Katyayani and Kumudni. He has a
request that she should hire a rickshaw to pick and drop her daughters.
She should not let her girls come alone. There is lot of traffic in narrow

streets also. If they are weak in studies, she can hire a tuition teacher.

Don’t even think of retuning the money. He will be hurt. Doesn’t

she want to see her Babuji happy?

Babu Jaswant Singh rubbed off the last line. He is not sure

whether the postman would be Hariram or some other person.

He also wrote — he will send Rs. 500 every month. So that there

will not be any difficulty in their studies.
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Malay opened the door. He was annoyed, where his grandfather
has gone during the lunch. Mother was getting worried, as you didn’t

inform her before leaving.

His plate alone was lying on the table. That means everyone else
had his or her lunch. Sunaina asked him that should she serve his
lunch. He could not say no to her. He only said if rice is left, then he will

have 3-4 spoons with daal.

He came straight to the bed after lunch, as he was not feeling
well. Sunaina shut his door and switched on the TV on high volume.
Though the door was shut but the noise of ‘poto’ in loksabha was
creating too much disturbance in the room. He could hear that Tommy
had been unchained. He had no idea that Tommy could be interested in
ruckus of ‘poto’. Sunaina takes care of Tommy. She is taking care of him.
Suddenly channel has been changed to MTV; she is changing the
channel during ads so that Tommy would not get bored. Both the boys

have gone to neighbors’ house — so that they could do group studies.
Babuji, open your mouth. Going to put in thermometer.
Why? Babu Jaswant Singh asked in curiosity.
Have to measure your temperature.

Babuji came out of the trauma of yesterday. He opened his
mouth. Sunaina measured the temperature and came out of the room.
He is suffering with flue. They are burdened with his treatment bills now.
Dr. Chaturvedi instructed. He wants to see a proper chart of his fever

fluctuation.
‘How severe is the fever’
Tt is high, babuji’
‘Still his eyes are burning like fire.’

‘It is more than 102’
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Sunaina asked before turning her back. What would he like to

have in lunch? Should she make porridge with milk?

He thought how someone could have sweet food in fever. She can
make it salty in combination with something. But she took his silence as

his agreement. She did not feel like asking him again.

When he got up at mid night for loo, he could feel the body aches.
The cold breeze on rikshaw had struck him. He already had the flu. He
will take 2-3 disprin tablets in the breakfast. It will be all right. He slept

off, once he lay down.

He couldn’t get up in the morning to take Tommy out for a walk.

He was feeling so weak to get up.

In the morning, he tried to ask Dr. Anurag when he would be fine.
He has decided that he is going to take address of Col. Swami and will

reach sec-26 in Noida so that he can find his residence.

You are about to get fine uncle. It will take 5-6 days. You are

better. Don’t think about your illness much.
‘How much time he is going to be lying on bed?’

Medicines are helping him to improve. Headache has become

bearable now. He is getting better now and body is coming to its senses.

Nasal congestion is getting over; he can smell the air now. Is it the
smell of Nasal drop? No someone has kept a bouquet of beautiful flowers
of chadramallika on one side of his bed. Babu Jaswant Singh is taking

long sighs. Smell is coming from the stairs.

‘Why your throat is choked? Shivani was on the phone from

Aligarh.
‘He only wants to listen to you’

‘And what if she says that she has called from so far just to listen

to his voice’
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‘Then he has to say, say something on your behalf as well as mine

too, but only she has to talk’

days,

‘Stop kidding’
‘Suffering from tonsillitis’
‘Have you gone to the doctor?’

Yes, I have shown myself. I will have to take althrosin for five

‘How severe is the fever’

‘10509, it’s getting higher’

‘Again playing prank, Is somebody around?’
‘Hmm... somebody has just come’

‘Who?’

You’

‘Uff

Tt is useless to make Vaidehi worrisome in Kanpur, Narendra and

Shalini’s mid terms are going on. Nothing to worry about’

“You are not able to speak’ and tension was obvious in the voice’

‘Ketaki comes. Whatever she finds convenient she cooks and keep

it for him’

‘By what time, she will come in the morning’
‘Around 7 am’

‘What is the time by your watch right now’

Tt is there, on the wall — It is quarter pass seven’

T will reach in the morning. Infact the night is going to be

sleepless’

‘What about the students of Aligarh University’
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‘They already knew that you are going to fall sick — They all have

gone on strike’

The doorbell of his new Shahganj house rang around 11 o’ clock
at night. He was startled who can it be right now? Colleagues from the
office already came in the evening. Neighbors? It has been only three
months. They have not come out of formalities and protocols. It cannot
be neighbors when Babu Jaswant Singh opened the door; he saw Shivani

standing at the door.
‘Shivani kept her hand on his forehead for the whole night’
‘What will he explain to Ketaki?’
‘What should he say?’
‘Reality’
‘Should I tell Ketaki that she is my friend and I ... ?’
Yes, you may. [ am very brave’

Why you sacrificed your courage for the sake of traditions? Why
you became so docile? Why you married where your brother dictated?
Just because he could not show courage, he never committed to

anything.



Fifth Absence






Sintex Tank

Babu Jaswant Singh woke up. However, he feels, he is still in
sleep. Sometimes one of the body parts is conscious even during the
sleep or gets active suddenly and remains active whole night. The
activeness of part wakes him up and he feels like pissing. He should go
right now otherwise he will make the bed wet. The choked throat is
indicating to spit out the cough otherwise; he will keep on coughing
whole night. Sometimes he feels that his limbs are numb and it is

difficult for him even to turn on bed.

Phone is ringing outside. It kept on ringing. Who can it be? Babu
Jaswant was bit worried. It can be from Sunaina’s house or it can be
Shalu also. It must be Shalu. He has apprehension. They have their own
constraints. She cannot go to her husband’s office anytime she wants to.
Neither their boss can be absent according to their whims and fancies.
What would be the time? It is better if he opens his eyes and sees the
alarm clock. The timing will calm his apprehensions. Perhaps the
conversation has started. Yes, it has definitely started. Sunaina is mostly
loud while conversing, she does not whisper. He never heard her like
that. He could not understand - what she was talking on phone. He
could not see the watch clearly. Phosphenes appear if he opens his eyes.
He was surprised. It was as if light bugs are floating in front of his eyes.

In his childhood, he used to catch those light bugs in his hands and
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released them immediately. He saw them going far from him. Therefore,

how they are still caged in his eyes.

He could catch some phrases from her conversation — sintex tank,

theft, back house.
Meaning? Who is on the phone?
Sometime back Sita bai came to his room to clean it.

The coarse sound of dragging of bucket hit his eardrums like a
shot. He was sleeping otherwise he would have scolded Sita bai. Leave
the cleaning of this room today. Isnn’t she seeing, he is not well today.

He cannot bear noise.
Sita bai comes around 11 am for cleaning Sunaina’s house.

Babu Jaswant Singh was awake in the evening, when Narendra
reached back from the office. Sunaina thought babuji is sleeping so she
started updating Narendra. Sunguniya called in the afternoon from
Kanpur. She was pestering me to talk to babuji. She wanted to talk
urgent. But she told her, he couldn’t come on phone as he is severely ill.
Then she told me the whole story. The small sintex water tank was
replaced by bigger one and the smaller one was kept in the backyard of
the house — had been stolen yesterday. She has filed an FIR. Police has
called Netaji. Police assured him nothing to worry about. They will find
the tank in few days. There is only one problem. In the other houses of
the town, everybody has same sintex tank in their house. If the thief has

replaced the tank in his house at night only, it will be difficult to identify.

Sunguniya is filled with guilt. She was telling me — How will she
face Babuji? A pin dropping would wake him up when he was here. As if,
she had gone deaf last night. Sunaina gave her opinion. It is very much
obvious from clever Sunguniya’s description that she is trying to garb her
own sins with such a story. Who is going to notice that whether the tank

was there before or not?
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She will play the same track when one day she will squander the
whole house. Don’t know why babuji doesn’t sell the house and get

relieved?

Babu Jaswant Singh felt like yelling at Sunaina from his bed.
How dare she call Sunguniya a thief for a mere tank? Is he feeling giddy
or is there an earthquake? He tried to hold his head with his hands but
he could not find the strength to lift himself up — as if they are not there.






Sixth Absence






Consciousness

After sending kids to the school when Sunaina came to examine
his temperature, he was completely in his senses. She saw him going to
washroom on his own and getting fresh there. He asked her as usual
what the degree of the temperature is. When she told him that it is more
than 103°, he said I have been taking medicines. It will take some time to

get the desired results.

His second question was — has his friend Col. Swami called him
up from Noida yesterday? She denied that she has not received any call
from such person with this name. She will ask Narendra also; there were
many calls at night, if any call was for you, Narendra would have talked
about it. Sunguniya called yesterday. He was taking rest at that time.
She did not feel right to wake him up. Nothing was so important. She

just wanted to know his general condition.

Then he did not ask any more questions. In fact, in his expression
it was apparent that he is not interested in knowing something more. The
news of the theft of the tank might make him tense. Today a tank has
been stolen; something else might be stolen in future. She did not feel
right to distress him. She warned Sunguniya calmly. You have a free

place to reside — that is how you are taking care of the place.

He was completely conscious in the morning. He seemed to be in

his senses even after suffering from high fever. When she was examining
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his fever, he stopped her in a meek voice. He gave her ten notes of five
hundred from his pillow. He told her to keep it as they are towards the
expenses of his medications. Keep it. It will be like a small help. It is of
no use to him right now. Then, not for formality sake but she genuinely
denied to take his money. Why worry about the expenses. Everything will

be managed. But he did not listen to her.

He asked for having Monaco biscuits before she examines his
temperature. She kept the biscuits in the tray. He had to be given
medications subsequent to having his biscuits. She came after 15-20
mins to give him the medications. She was pouring water from thermos

and he posed her a weird question.
Are you a nurse?

He did not have it in his nature to play pranks. She felt a bit

weird.
[ am Sunaina babuji — your daughter in law.

Daughter in law — he blinked his eyes in amazement. As if, he

couldn’t see properly.

When have you come from Kanpur? Why have you sold the water

tank?

She became nervous. She ran towards the bedroom. With the

medicines in her hand, she told Narendra.

Babuji is talking weird as if he has lost his senses. He could not

recognize her. He is talking gibberish.

Narendra asked her, have you given the medicine? She completely
refused. These are the medicines. It is better if you give him. She is

scared. She will not be able to go to his room from now on.
Narendra called Dr. Anurag Chaturvedi immediately.

Dr. Anurag come and asked him — ‘Uncle, you tell me your name’.
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He replied in a meek voice — ‘My name ... you tell me my name.

Yes, [ remember — Isn’t it Harihar?
Harihar? Do you know him? Dr. Anurag asked Narendra.
‘He was a close friend of Babuji’
‘Was?’
‘He is no more. He died sometime back’

Both came to the drawing room. It is not right to keep uncle at

home now. It is better if you admit him in the Kailash hospital in Noida.

He is calling the ambulance. He will come with Narendra. It will
be better if uncle stays in the hospital for some time. Examination will be

done easily.

He was not ready to go on stretcher. Narendra convinced him. He
is not well, so he is taking him to hospital. He will bring him back. They

are not going very far. Hospital is in Noida only.

His expressions suddenly flushed with happiness with the name
of Noida. As if they were taking him to his favourite place. He silently slid

onto the stretcher.






Thirteenth Absence






The Toppling

He was down with an attack of the flu. Babu Jaswant Singh came
back from Kailash hospital after six days to Narendra’s house. Tommy
came to him and started licking his feet to express his love. He felt nice.
He wanted to leave hospital memories in hospital. He was happy that

Tommy helped him in forgetting everything with its love.

He mustered up his courage, covered himself properly and came
downstairs. Weak body and aching bones reminded him that soon he
would be walking with support of a stick. But he should not lose his
courage no matter even if he reaches the garden near Keerti apartments.
He can take rest on the benches placed on the side of road. If he is able
to walk for sometime only, it will be good for his knees. Those seven days

in bed were like seven years in prison (kalapani). Let bygones be bygones.

He remembered the philosophy of death rendered by Col. Swami

once he became completely conscious.

Maybe flu has come as an excuse for his death. It might become
severe and would take his life away. That time he felt it was not bad if he
dies right now. Nothing much left to do in life. However, this time was
more as if death had come to shake hands with him. Let us see next time

in which form it comes. He cannot choose his death. Some courageous
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men can choose it. They choose their death in form of wells, ponds,

poisons, fans, high buildings, rivers, sea etc.

He also felt that no matter how cool he pretends but death felt his
intrinsic fear so it had given him one more chance to live. He could not

die with peace until he had met Col. Swami.
Today’s morning is his turn.

He decided today morning. Today neither is he going to waste his
time in calling Col. Swami nor is he going to wait on Mayur Vihar Bridge
and dive into a river of disappointment and speculation. He is
rejuvenated after yesterday’s evening walk. Though, he is physically weak
but he cannot let his weakness overshadow his zeal. He will go straight

to his house. Moreover, he does not need to walk by foot.

He has decided that he will hire a three-wheeler for Noida. He will
talk to auto driver prior to his journey that he will have to stay for one or
one and a half hour there. He knows that Col. Swami will not let him
come without refreshments. There is a possibility that he has not come
back from his relatives. Though there are very less chances but still his
family will not let him come so soon. He also wants to meet all; rather he
will address everyone with their names and astonish them. Probably he
will not be able to identify all. If he doesn’t identify anyone, he is going to
ask directly. Many times, it was decided that the next weekend they are
going to have a get together at his place.

He told his daughter in law that he is going to have lunch at his
friend’s place. That is his plan but there is a possibility that his
daughters in law would not let him come back before dinner. Appu’s
friends do not come daily. In such situation, he is going to call Narendra
that he should not worry about him returning to his home. Sri Narayan

will drop him back in Jonga.

Every time some or the other problem occurs and his plans get

cancelled.
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Suddenly he gets to know that day only. His second daughter in
law is going to participate in Khajuraho dance festival in Madhya
Pradesh. Her flight is at 2.30 pm. She has two conditions. First — Appu
has to come to drop her at the airport. Second — She also wants to meet
his dear friend. If his friend is coming in her absence, how will she be

able to meet him?

It will be better once she comes back from Khajuraho dance
festival, Appu invites his friend for lunch,. Anushree is the mother of
‘Giligadu’. He cannot refuse her conditions. No worries. He will plan it

next week. Everybody in the family is so excited to meet him.

He described Anushree with lot of enthusiasm. Anushree is a
trained dancer of Bharatnatyam. She is feeling privileged after receiving
an invitation from the Khajuraho dance festival. Her hard work has
finally fructified. Her teacher S.N. Pillai had put lot of efforts so that she
will be selected in Khajuraho festival. He is disgusted with the politics in
the world of art that there is no respect for the devotees of art in this

nation.

Mimics and zanies grab National Awards these days. It is true
that this opportunity is no less than a festival (Diwali-Dusshera) for his

family.

Giligadu are eagerly waiting for the coming Sunday. They are
insisting that they will also come to drop their mom. Katyayani wants to
wear her pink frock that she wore on her last birthday. Kumudni wants
to club black coat with jeans. Why do you want to go? They want to see

their mother boarding the plane.

If they want to come to airport, they can. But they will not be able
to see their mom boarding the plane. Both tried to argue with him in
their babbling voice. Appu is trying to fool them. They have seen it in
movies — relatives are bidding good byes to their loved ones while they are

boarding the plane.
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He again resorted to logic. You must have seen it in some old
movie. Tell me any new movies in which they have seen this happening?

Both squirrels were mum with faces as long as fiddles.

Col. Swami could not bear their sullen faces. He had to say. Do
not feel sad. He promised them that in next summer vacations, he would
send them to their uncles' place by air. His Giligadu will fly like fairies in

the air.

‘Shri Narayan was ...” Col. Swami stopped for a moment,as if he

had some hesitation or he was in a dilemma whether to say it or not.

He did not try to dig out. After sometime, Col. Swami himself
revealed. Babu Jaswant felt a pain inside. Sri Narayan was not in favour
of sending Anushree with her guruji Mr. Pillai to Khajuraho dance
festival. That old man is weird. Why there is any need to go with him?
Singer Savitri amma would fit with all her arrangements. If one guruji is

not there to play the cymbal, how much difference would it make.

Guruji has a colourful past. His first wife was his pupil. Second
wife was the younger sister of first wife. Shri Narayan never liked the way
he pampers and encourages Anushree’s ambitions. Consequently, they

had a fight.

Shri Narayan is an introvert. He tries to keep his feeling
disguised. The cool, which he portrays about the relationship between
Anushree and Guru Pillai, is superficial. In his heart of hearts, he wants
Anushree to say good-bye to her passion and become like sister in law
Madhavi. He is adamant. They did not talk to each other for one week
because of this Khajuraho dance festival. Anushree took a firm decision.
She will not sacrifice this golden chance for such sentimental nonsense.
Khajuraho dance festival has an international reputation and the only
person who can stop her is her Appu. If Appu would say never ever
dance, then she is ready to sacrifice her passion forever... at least she

will try to.
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The entire matter reached a very delicate point; Col. Swami felt it
is better to talk to his son first before reaching any conclusion, what does
he want? Both son and father were rambling on the road for one and half
hour and discussed the issue. Shri Narayan cleared his point he gets
hurt when guru Pillai makes her dance on his fingers. In fact, she never
discusses any issue with him. Gurujis decision is supreme to all for her.
There is no value of his family in Guruji’s eyes. He wants her whole time
devoted to dance only. Katyayani and Kumudni are also interested in
dance. Appu doesn’t know, neither he wanted to tell. Guru Pillai forced
her to abort during pregnancy. He belittled her. Motherhood is only the
aim of her life. So bear more kids and stay at home only. Nurture your
kids. She should forget the dream of becoming country’s best dancer.
She could give birth to her kids after achieving everything. She is not
getting old right now; she only gave birth to kids because of his warning
only. The day she is going to abort her child, she will have to see his dead

body in the room.

He made his son understand; to make your wife understand that
first you have to understand this matter with the cool mind. Actually,
his jealousy finds vent in the accusation that she is not taking care of
Kumudni and Katyayani well. He never felt like that. Daughters are her
life and there is everybody in the family to take care of them. This is what
family is all about. It is only because of strength provided by the family

that you can bear thick and thins in life without any complaints.

He feels, no matter Katyayani — Kumudni are young but they
should know how special their mom is. She is a renowned dancer of the
country. The balance he is talking about, he feels deeply that he should
rethink about it. You cannot have a balanced approach with a prejudiced

heart.

He had to arrange a meeting of all the family members. Katyayani

and Kumudni also sat with everybody.
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He told Anushree only one thing - close your eyes for five
minutes. Just think deep inside. Have a look. Listen to your heart. What
does her heart say? The heart is always right. It is always true. Without

any malice. Without any pressure.
Everyone was staring at Anushree.
It was more than five minutes.
Suddenly Anushree busted into tears. Everybody was alarmed.
T can’t live without dance’

Annoyed Shri Narayan tried to open his mouth against her wish

but he made him shut his mouth with his gestures.

Anushree had guts to tell the truth — which Madhvi could not. We
should respect the truth.

Before going for a morning walk Shri Narayan wished him by
touching his feet. Anushree was standing right behind him. She also

touched his feet. Appupan I need your blessings.

Shri Narayan gave him good news, on Sunday once he comes

back from walk, they will do a pooja for Anushree’s success.

Babu Jaswant Singh was a bit annoyed with Col. Swami. He
always talks about Madhvi but she never talked about Anushree’s dance

talent. Why?

Col. Swami with his typical style — How could I, my friend. Not
only for son but also for his father, she has always only remained the

mother of Giligadu.

Suddenly the curtain sheet of three-wheeler flapped on his face.
He could not find any thread to tie up the sheet again. He asked
autorikshaw driver — is there any way to tie up or not? He replied that he

has to sit on the sheet to make that side cover. He felt that he should
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have opened the curtain, the moment he sat in the rikshaw. He could feel

the chill in the breeze though it was not that cold.

A thought came to his mind — he had just got up from the hospital
bed. He should have worn a monkey cap. However, he really found that
thought funny. He was going to the Col’s house for the first time. His
daughters in law would laugh at his face; they would consider him a

night watchman.

“I can’t hide in my quilt due to the fear of cold.Mr. Singh, Morning
walks are walks of paradise. I keep brandy in pocket of half pants. The

moment I feel cold, I have a sip of it and everything gets set.”

A smile came to Babu Jaswant Singh’s face. Col. Swami and his
childlike attitude rather, childlike attitude was an understatement for his
liveliness. Babu Jaswant Singh did not have the gift of the gab. He did
not answer right at the right time. It used to happen in front of Shivani
too. Nevertheless, when he was writing poetry, he wanted to pour ever

little detail on the piece of paper.

When he crossed Nagarjuna Society, he requested auto rikshaw

driver to stop on some sweet shop.

It was not nice to visit any well to-do family empty handed. He
should take diamond shaped sweets (cashew burfi) for giligadu. Col.
Swami revealed their (giligudu’s) tastes. They did not ask for cashew
burfi. They were more fascinated with the shape. What else did they like?

He tried to jog his memory. He was their second grandfather.

Col. Swami had praised and drawn a wide graph of his
personality like a giraffe. Giligadu tried to imagine him — he must have

button like eyes.

When he was crossing the roundabout and proceeding towards
Nirula’s, he suddenly remembered Giligadu really like its ice cream as

well as chocolate cake. That day when they both were sitting in Nirula’s
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bar, Col. Swami got it specially packed for Giligadu. He felt that he
should also take chocolate cake and ice cream for Giligadu. If he crossed

another sweet shop on the way, he would take that too.

However, while searching for the Col. Swami’s’ residence, what if

ice cream melted?
But it was quite chilly. It had more scope of melting in summers.

He took a big cake, around 2 kg. Children become the excuse and

the whole family enjoys the cake.

If Col. Swami were there — he would have definitely pulled me to

the bar — lets have our gala time.

He searched like a hawk but could not find any sweet shop. He

felt disgusted.

Which sector do you want to go babuji? He asked without turning

his face.
26! He already told the driver before hiring it.
It is on the opposite side babuji, which block do you want to go?
E.

Balconies and the flats built on round pillars grabbed his

attention. The greenery of the grove gladdened his heart.

He could not hide his impatience. Where was E block? Please stop
the rikshaw and ask somebody. It was a waste of time to wander
uselessly. A woman was walking towards them. She was annoyed when
three wheeler driver asked her way. “This is G block. You have come the
wrong way. On the entrance, turn left and then enter the first lane. E

block starts at the end of lane.”
E block had started.

Babu Jaswant Singh told the driver that Col. Swami's flat no was

303.
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I did not have to wander through the narrow lanes.
“Babuji, there it is. Flat no.303.”

As if the driver had conquered a fort, he accelerated and roared

his engine and then turned it off.

Babu Jaswant Singh's face was gleaming with happiness. He

requested the driver.
“Please help me in getting off the auto.”

Three- wheeler driver grabbed his box of cake and ice cream.
Then he gave his hand to support him in getting off the auto. Before
climbing the stairs, he raised his head to estimate that how many floors

he had to climb to get to Col. Swami place.
“It’s third floor babuji. I will carry the stuff home.”

Then he weighed his strength on his offer. He found his tall big

body very frail because of his illness.

He had to climb three floors and his body had become stubborn
as a mule. There was no other way out. He had to climb. Holding the
cake box in hand would definitely make it harder. Moreover, he had to
hold it with care so that its icing would not be messed. The cake had
name of both the girls and the moment they were going to open the box
with cake, they would cheer happily. Babu Jaswant Singh also wanted to

love them as much as their Appu did.

He had not taken anything for Col. Swami. He could have taken
flowers. Or his favourite whisky — Royal Challenge, though there was no
shortage of liquor for him. Canteen liquor card not only facilitated him
but his relatives too. This had not occurred to him earlier. There was no

use thinking and regretting it.

The driver was climbing the stairs behind him. Perhaps the

excitement of meeting Col. Swami energized his feeble body. He was very
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weak but not that weak that he could not climb the stairs. However, he
had a childish idea downstairs that he was going to call and press Col.
Swami to come down. Then he himself found this idea very callowish.
Retired Civil Engineer Babu Jaswant Singh, have you gone nuts? It was a
civilized area. There was no place for boorishness here. If somebody

scolded him at his foolhardy behaviour, he would have egg on his face.
Stairs were quite wide and comfortable.

Col. Swami found it very weird that his room was a balcony. He
suggested that if his house was small then tell your son to buy a house
in Noida. He would get a big house in the same price in Noida. New
flyover had also been built. Pay the toll tax and one could reach Delhi in
minutes. Restaurants were amazing here. Parks, clubs, golf and what
not; you could roam wherever you wanted and have the fun of your life.
Live life king size. The way he lived his life. Those old folks who did not
find greenery in Mayur Vihar, came to Noida. He knew it was useless to
talk to Narendra. There was no remedy for 'capital fever'. The house at
Kanpur was four times bigger than this house; he could have
consideration for his father’s age and stayed in Kanpur. Talent could
find its way anywhere. But he had no wish like that. Had neither wish

nor the feeling of responsibility.
Oh! He did not notice those trees with big trunks.

The stems where the flocks of parrots always chirped, those trees
were right in front of Col. Swami’s house. He told me. Ok let’s meet those
trees with him while returning and we would also see the parrots. If it
would be possible, we could have a view of the parrots from the balcony

itself.

He had a heavy breath because of climbing so he had to take

support of the railing to climb up more.

He looked at his watch and checked the time. Would Giligadu be

back from school? It was quarter past eleven, Col. Swami had told him
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but he did not remember the exact time of their return. Again, that

confusion put him in an abyss.

Babu Jaswant Singh had this deep wish inside that when Col.
Swami opened the door, he wanted to see both girls giggling behind him.
He would immediately offer the cake to them and say — have you not
recognized me. He is grandfather no.2. He has brought their favourite

chocolate cake especially for them and cassata ice cream, tasty tasty.

He thanked the driver after reaching the third floor. He decided
that he would not ring the doorbell till the moment he hadn't caught his
breath. When, he would be OK, he was going to ring the bell. There were
only two flats, which he could see. Flat No.302 had name of some M.N.
Shrivastav. And Flat No.303 had the nameplate of his great friend Col.

Swami.

He rang the bell out of his impatience. What about his breath?
Actually, it was heavy because of the excitement of meeting Col. Swami —
13 days were like 13 years for him. He could hear nobody coming
towards the door. He rang the bell again. Again. His excitement was
fading away. He was perplexed. Where had he gone with his whole
family? Again, he complained in his heart that if he wanted to go

somewhere he could have informed him on phone.

He was angry with him. For the first time he felt hurt due to his
cold behaviour. Should he climb down or should he confirm it from some
neighbor. There was a possibility that he had gone somewhere in Noida
with his family. If he informed somebody in the vicinity, at least he was
marking his presence. At least he would get to know that he had come

and he wanted to know his whereabouts. How much he missed him!

What if his neighbours were same as Babu Jaswant Singh’s

neighbours?

He tried to restrain himself. But he could not. No matter how his

neighbours would be. He was not there to encroach upon their property.
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He rang the doorbell of Mr. M.N. Shrivastav.

He could hear the footsteps proceeding and was satisfied. The
door was opened. A serene lady with a shabby hairstyle whom one could

actually call beautiful - full of curiosity.
“Yes?”
Babu Jaswant Singh was taken aback.

“mm.. I am Jaswant Singh. I am Friend of Col. Swami. I have

come to meet him.”
“From where have you come?”

“Just nearby. From Mayur Vihar. Actually he hasn’t come on

walk for past many days. So I thought ... I should better go and meet

him,”
Suddenly the tone of the lady changed.
“You are his friend and you don’t know?”
“Your friend Col. Swami is no more.”
“What do you mean?”

“He expired. No more in this world.”

Babu Jaswant Singh could not understand that either he was
feeling giddy or whole building was shaking. May be the floor he was
standing on. He took support of the wall of flat n0.302 with his hands.

The lady got alert after seeing him stumbling. She gave her hand

to support him and invited him to her place.
“Please, come in.”

She made him sit on a sofa and went back to bring a glass of

water. She took his stuff from his hand and kept it by his side.

Water was cold. Babu Jaswant Singh requested her to bring

lukewarm water.
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That lady not only brought lukewarm water but also added

glucose in it. After having water, he was lying numb on the sofa.
“I will bring some coffee. You will feel better”
Babu Jaswant Singh could not deny even if he wanted to.
She seemed worried while going to the kitchen.
“Are you all right? Do you need a doctor?”

“Our account still has to be settled Mrs. Shrivastav.” Had he

addressed her wrong?

Babu Jaswant Singh and his weird answer hadn’t assured the
lady. He was in no situation to give assurance to anybody then. But he

realized that to worry a stranger was against his ethics.

He gave an explanation, “I am trying to muster up the courage for

bearing the irony.”

Mrs. Shrivastav brought coffee for not only him but for herself
too. She must have thought that if she would have coffee with him, he

was going to feel more comfortable. He needed that the most right now.
“When?”

“It has been twelve days now. It was the morning of 30tk

November.”

“Bhai Sahab like always came out for a walk with a smiling face.
After climbing down seven eight stairs, he was struck with a pain in his
chest. He sat on the stairs due to pain. After sometime, he somehow
managed to come upstairs and rang our bell. Mr Shrivastav opened the
door. After seeing him in sweat and pain, he made him lie on the sofa
and called the family doctor. Doctor immediately said — he is having a
heart attack. We should not waste our time in going to nursing homes.

He should be admitted to the emergency at Apollo. He met with a second
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heart attack on the way and he could not survive. Where was Babu

Jaswant Singh at that time?

He had been waiting for him on the same Mayur Vihar Bridge. His
eyes filled with tears. A death could be in such form, in such a way on

the stairs. He had just crossed those stairs.
“Where were his kids, daughters in law at that time?”

“Who? Kids? Daughters in law?” Mrs. Shrivastav was shocked by

the question.
“Madhvi, Anushree, Giligadu, his son Sri Narayan”
“We have seen him all alone for the past eight years”

Babu Jaswant Singh felt as if someone had thrown him from the

third floor.

He became numb for seconds and kept seeing Mrs. Shrivastav's

lips.

He could not hear anything though he was aware she was talking
to him. What was this lady saying? Was he suffering from schizophrenia

or alzimer’s disease?
Mrs. Shrivastav was narrating it with sighs of grief.
Those sighs were strangling Babu Jaswant Singh.

It must have been in 1994 when Col. Swami’s wife died and he
was left alone. All the three sons had joined their new jobs in new cities
at that time. They all gave him false promises that once they had settled
they are going to keep ‘Appupan’ with them. They also bought flats in
Hyderabad, Bangalore (Bengaluru) in some time. His second son Shri

Narayan came in last summer from Hyderabad.

He came with a purpose. He had usurped four rooms of the Noida
flat uselessly, why didn’t he sell off his flat and divide the amount equally

among the three brothers. Their small flats had become too congested for
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them. All the three sons had bought plots in their respective cities. Now
they felt that they should build their bunglows on the plots so that they
could have spacious houses to live happily. To live spaciously they
needed a big amount. They did not want to get into loans. Moreover, why

should they, if they had a source of income in their own house?

Col. Swami had already sold his Gaziabad flat, located in
Rajnagar and gave the amount to his children. He rejected the proposal

of Shri Narayan. Shri Narayan hit him in anger.

The wailing of Col. Swami sent a chill down their spines. We
asked Shri Narayan to open the door. But Shri Narayan warned them to
stay away from their family matters. Mr. Shrivastav was so worried that
he called the police. The police made him open the door. A blood
drenched Col. Swami had been taken to hospital. When he came to his
senses, he declined to file an FIR against his son as he was pleading for

forgiveness.

Babu Jaswant Singh talked about Anushree. She was no less. It
was too painful. She left her two small twin daughters. She started living
in with her dance teacher. The grandmother (dadi) of the kids did their
upbringing. They were admitted to APJ School in Nursery. When their
granny was no more, Shri Narayan came and took his kids with him. And
in between Shri Narayan remarried without Col. Swami’s consent. He put
his daughters in a hostel in Hyderabad. Col. Swami had put his
granddaughter’s pictures all over the house. The girls had called him
many times without telling their father. Col. Swami often used to go to
Hyderabad to meet his granddaughters. He stayed in hotels. He never let
any of his relative know about it. He only told us. The warden of their

hostel is the widow of some friend of his in army.

Its better to be childless then having such ruthless children. We

do not feel sad that we have no kids at all. Mrs. Shrivastav's voice was
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choked. Those people kept him in the mortuary. His elder son and his

son’s wife Madhvi in Bangalore had been informed.

We got Madhvi’s Bangalore number from Sangeet Natak Academy,
with much difficulty. Mrs. Shrivastav remembered that she had been
awarded by the Academy last year. She did not get any address book
from the house. The couple came in the evening by air. He told us that
the other brothers had some personal problems so they would not be
able to attend the cremation. They would not reach on time if they came
by train. It was not feasible for them to come by flight. The elder son
performed the cremation ceremony. They had no time for other customs
so they went back. They took the ashes and went back to Bangalore
(Bengaluru). They have very long row of ceremonies. They will perform

there only. They have relatives there.

They took all stuff from the house. Mrs. Shrivastav does not have
much knowledge about it. The elder son told Mr. Shrivastav — you have
helped us a lot. Please help us more. They want to sell the house. Please
inform the property dealers nearby. 303 is for sale. And can give his
Bangalore number to property dealers. If they would find someone
deserving, they are going to come and sell it off immediately. When they
will come back, they are going to get their banking work done by showing
his death certificate. They want to sell the stuff. It is of no use to them,
rather they are surprised that how Appu was surviving on black and

white TV.

Around 4 pm in the evening slum kids used to come to be taught
by Col. Swami. Half of his pension he had spent on them. He was himself
an efficient man. He used to cook very delicious idlis, which was not
possible for everyone. He had served vadas and idlis to kids with lot of
love. Like everyday when kids came to their teacher and heard the news
of his death, they fell numb. Next morning, they cried a lot over his dead
body. They were not letting his body go. Their parents consoled them

somehow.
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Mrs. Shrivastav could not control her tears; she wiped them with

corner of dupatta.

To hide his own tears, Babu Jaswant Singh got up, joined his

hands and bid good-bye. “I am leaving, thank you.”

The 'thirteenth day' ceremony must be going on in Bangalore
(Bengaluru) today. Please pray for him. May God bless his soul and let it

rest in peace.

“Please stop” Mrs. Shrivastav handed over his cake and ice cream

to him. “Your box”.
“Slums kids don’t come now?”
“To whom should they come? Their teacher is no more.”
“Can you go to the slum?”
Mrs. Shrivastav took a pause of few seconds.
“Yes, I can”

“If you can, then please give it to slum kids they will also get

prasad (offering) of thirteenth day ceremony”
Mrs. Shrivastav stood on stairs to see him off.

By taking support of the railing, Babu Jaswant Singh slowly
walked down the stairs. He did not want to step on that stair. He wanted
to touch it and feel it with his hand. Wherever he had lost his life, it

started from here.



Self libation

Babu Jaswant Singh tried to find those big trunked trees and
went to meet them. Trees were not that far. He could not go back without
meeting them. The trees, which gave shelter to many parrots. The
colouring of their wings and their twirking reminded him of the banyan

tree of Kanpur.

Many a times, Babu Jaswant Singh had saved those parrots, from
bird fanciers. He complained against them to the police also. He had
given strict instruction to the security guard of sec-26. They should not
let any suspicious persons with big bags enter the premises that they

think this might harm the birds.

It was one big dry crusted huge trunk that one could not even embrace
properly. Babu Jaswant Singh did not touch it, rather tried to feel it with
closed eyes and putting his head on the tree. An inexplicable divine
feeling touched him inside. He never kept his head on Col. Swami’s
chest. However, he felt that if had done that, he would have felt the same

divine pleasure.
As if trunk of the neem is his chest.

Perhaps all the old trees have his soul in them?
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He sat on the right side and saw the curtain sheet of the three-
wheeler fluttering and the running road, which seemed larger than life

from the windscreen.

He felt strange. Why was he feeling that he was having diplopia.

He was seeing everything as two.

He got his cataract operated ages back and his lenses were doing
fine. His lense number had increased three years back but now it was

stable. He never felt like this before.

He had to ask the driver. Was he too seeing all images as two?

Had his lense been misplaced?

Driver looked at him from the side rear view mirror. He had

noticed him earlier also many times while driving.
“Sir, Is everything fine — Why don’t you wipe your eyes.”

Everything is destined sir — no one can fight with the destiny. His
eyes made it obvious that something bad had happened and he could not

control his tears.

Babu Jaswant Singh was bit surprised on his comment and he

wiped his tears.

Teary eyes were troubling him. The driver was not wrong on his

part.

He did not remember that he had cried so much for somebody

ever in his life.

He put his hand in his pocket for handkerchief. Why was he

feeling that the hanky was as crisp as paper?

He only got wrinkled hankies these days. He had the habit of
using only well starched creased ironed hankies. He told his daughter in
law Sunaina too. You do not need to put starch but please get it pressed.

Ironing is too expensive in Delhi for small hanky, he is going to charge



148

Rs.2 per piece. He takes thousands according to the pieces. Sizes do not

matter.

He found one crumpled slip with the hanky in his pocket. Babu
Jaswant Singh was surprised. He wiped his tears and tried to find out
what exactly this piece of paper was which he found in his pocket. Long
time back he remembered — he kept a slip in his pocket on which Col.
Swami’s number was written. Col. Swami wrote it. Yes, one more slip

that he had always kept i.e. Col. Swami’s Address.

Babu Jaswant Singh was amazed that it was nothing but Anima
Das' long poem. As if poem was having fun in playing hide and seek with
Babu Jaswant Singh. Neither he remembers clearly nor Col. Swami. But
Yes'he said that day — if he someday finds Anima Das’ poem, please do

read it.

One more door of remembrance opened in his eyes. He touched
that paper with his forehead and promised with the trembled lips — I have
found the poem my friend. Now when he had found it, he was not going
to lose it ever. He would keep it safe with him forever. He would keep it
close to his heart and read it. He was going to feel every single line. He
would call him. He wanted to know how he found Anima Das' long poem.

Had he liked it?

When will Babu Jaswant Singh read? At night? Oh! Night is too

far.

It will be mere wastage of time to wait and fill the gap until night.
He became impatient. Why not right now? His spectacles are bifocal. He

can read. He should read.

He wiped his tears and started reading the long poem of Anima

Das.

Babu Jaswant Singh, son of Thakur Samrendra Bahadur Singh,

V.P.O. Sagvar, Distt. Unnav, Uttar Pradesh.
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Babu Jaswant Singh

S/o Samrendra Bahadur Singh
VPO Sagvar

Distt. Unnav

Uttar Pradesh

is changing his will. He wants to change the centuries’ old family
tradition. He wants to rewrite it in new words. He does not understand
that why people do not take risk of changing their will. Why don’t they
understand that without changing the will, it is not possible for them to

lead their life.
Anyway, Babu Jaswant does not want to lead his life in pain.

He had just decided that before reaching glaxo apartments, he
was going to take three-wheeler to Nirman Vihar market. He was going to
book his ticket through Goyal travel agent of day after tomorrow in
Shatabdi for Kanpur. Then he would make call from STD booth to (Netaji)
Raam Khilavan Yadav and talk to Sunguniya. It was about 1 pm .

Sunguniya must have been doing her household work right now.

Babu Jaswant Singh wanted to tell Sunguniya — whatever she
wanted to address him as, he was ready for it. She would decide not him.
He also knew that it was only Sunguniya who could give name to this
relationship. In true words, he had been living this anonymous
relationship between him and her till now in his heart only. He would

have continued the same if he didn’t have this long poem of Anima Das.

Babu Jaswant Singh would tell Sunguniya — today she had to
listen to him only. Only him. He wanted to tell something, which perhaps
he would never be able to do in future. He wanted to live the rest of his
life with his Giligadu, Katyayani and Kumudini. He wanted to have the
view of the banyan tree of Kanpur every day. He could not forget the

chirpings of sparrows in the dawn and made other birds wake up in the
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morning. Then the flock of birds would start singing their chorus in one

rhythm - the chorus of twirking — his soul got rejuvenated.

Babu Jaswant Singh wanted to tell the same to Sunguniya. After
reaching Kanpur, he would call his known advocate Munna Singh
Kushwaha. He was going to make his new will and get it registered that
Kanpur property was not his ancestral property. He had earned it on his
own. After his death, Sunguniya would be the owner of the house. He
also wanted to take a new locker on her behalf. So, that she would not
have to face any controversies in future. Even if she would have to face

any, he knew that Sunguniya was capable enough to face any challenge.

He knew Narendra’s nature. This unexpected behaviour would
definitely jostle Narendra. He was going to hate him. He might take a
decision that he was not going to shave his head, rather he would not
attend his cremation ceremony. He does not want to drag her into any

family controversies.

He was going to tell Sunguniya and endorse it in his will that her
sons Raamratan and Abhishek Parse would perform all his cremation

ceremonies.

Yes, Sunguniya should prepare lunch for him. He was going to

take only breakfast in Shatabdi. What he liked she knew.

He wanted to tell many other things to Sunguniya. But he
restrained himself thinking that the exchange of conversation would
continue in normal course. It was not right to be impatient. Nothing more

than this on telephone — that is all.
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e HEH-HEH T T 3| Seotera ¢ for st s ofv e

G T BT Tk TR § foowar o @1 T aw o fafew eredf @

o FH P AU Th WY s Fidl 6 GAN T 2, AU a0 §
T 8 W Tehdl f&<) 9 § i Definit Article T80 ganl =<
I H T & A H I IR AT we SYAN R Gahd ©, /e
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TS AT H S W G Terd 81 STl AR hd gU Had ugd

T e WA oTdt ® for hen-fomar 1 fRw e o srE TR
S|

‘fiferrg’ Su=E W ereAEl W fawed @1 wRfeR ®: steAml
% T ‘Teell TENET @ ‘Dd RN’ 9 B TReg THHT 3N
e TS AN ® AR WY e RS R e g

e el e & w21 AT * g BH W ‘WRedl’ w1 wed 65

v H g Bl SUS STAR 1 W Sixth Absence ¥ WY

Thirteenth Absence H SIFT UI3ehi hl deheld <R SR 37 T

H & AT Foot Note @1 3TE¥dshdl I

TE GES HA B GI-TY GHT H off o) s ot 9 Ry

THT G wEl S W, SH 9@ Wl FUST Ao H ewer %l e

TGN GHA S| Gid U8 hl A& WSl H STfd I Kl YfRA W
Fe-a2 fagMi 7 oo @ f [ FO FAERX MEE ST TE
‘oETe AT FT YT o foed € - g e o ogaRsE &t

Ig JfHh dE® & ®9 § el g .. A% H SR e & i

STIAEE HI A U@ B FRO A g A vedt §) favermm

% W T 3 TR & YR & U uige ol offHeRl, SRR & W
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R R & ThE & forw fgafyr o i @R e & wR

R ANSHYTT & b & fAu oo w5 i farE wedt @10

A=A UG o SUINYh! T TR HTN oft gARIgel o

ST & 9+t Iu-37eEl k1 AW A A @feeRl 7 QU Al W@

N N . " .
2 ‘IR T W ? S, e o w9 S TTHT ol #

FFeren I AR SUSH vkl W Sueives fRu ww €1 ‘wep’ W ‘fee

. Y [ Q Q o e o N g
Zh!' S IR o AR H I hicAl el Tl U= fei T

# SIAR FUST & Tl HEERl g fRAr T 21 uE wel dw

IUg ®, T€ o fowioe & s wehd

3T Ufhan § fohdt oft 7o W= 1 TR K gL IR
31 B WU-Y Hd IS B GEHAHS S Hr @ Afed Bl ==

NIEE AR (Literal Translation) el Sl 21 fafkq & o wnfssen

AR § T IR TS 1 Wi A TE T TE Bl Wiseh TaE |
% AR T BR ™ 9 w2

J C Catford 3R ! IR 34 8T fof@d ® - Translation

as a Uni-directional process which involves the replacement of
textual material in another language (TL)?

‘Gid oo R AT ST e WIS H 9Eded U8l 9t gRI gfaeeiad
ERCI N

1

AR BT FT T, 9. 53, F1 HAR TEATH!, TShHA YRR JH TEH0T, 2008
2 A Linguistic theory of Translation, P. 20, VP, London, 1965



158

qUqeddl % W W G 2| e % WROW 8, WiKs &1

WE, IS & &R WEl, o & T | E I e ghd & & W @

... B STTE HHqeAd &1 fouiy e 2|

‘fiferrg’ & orER ® = oW wW W wEm T wEn @)

TTamEh ISR S fTRol 31 99 B @ T © o TR i ST

A 21 AR HW gC G ol AR Te TRan T 21 H-faar

Mother Father =& T 741 ©1 9 & W1 <M1 &l Unclel T |

IR W B TR SOl TRAT W Sl B S STER i g
fizd &1 soa1 AifEe-o wdd g2l sHfay Red iR A @ e T
IER IR

yMfsseh AR L 999 98 foe &aM e T € fF 9 &

T & Wl % 3Tkl o1l SUAE H SHE-SW8 Adl Sil, o1 SiEed
g, #ial @t S8 =fE &t Sufefd g1 3 daa e siferw =

qoTifaeh TeEM e <UI, dfeh S | Wi ot <9id €1 s
T8 T ferete aRd € 3R I 3Sthel & aistl & §R o faeme
gl 9 o= W W ¢ T fhe yor e iR fuog o @i wsg

el 9 oot gt | enfuer R S weRdn 21 Tofo U= H, W@ o

St w1 g AW T faEeR wad ‘Fat’ €@ ferer wn @1 ‘wdd

T’ A o ST U< ﬁ? SECAIRE NI EINEDS %l
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a1 SHad fog e femd Wk wHed € ST e

fel Td Erl ST | wgd @ Aifde ®9 ¥ SePR % T @l 9

30 e € T ‘U]’ SU-e1eA™ W SficHecd T oIl WMl % TeieR

# e TR w3 &1 ST AHfHS Sge S deied | etshdl @l
9 wed € fh Aid B I ST a9 § TE B 6w RfeEd & oW
| =97 o ® Hefl, deEl, GohE %l MieEl, 99 @ gel .. (T

124)1 39 AAME® 9ISl o1 AR 3R I 9E Sl e Ll 1 8l

T I8 = WY STIE BN Ui STIER d gl foviy =M

o T 2 T e % WY qEaR w1 e S| Rl

A T S URERe W S Teell, 9 Al TS @

A S G T R oY, STR! ot SE AT 99 gl WA ° A

AT H AR T R | AR i G 3R o T hisEar ot

St fom feon St wedt ® T 9w e@w #l ® SR SRl W9
et ¥ T Bl S ke ot 39 vl @ 9t g ®1 T

U, T hl W-Te, HHAM, FIUEA § TF T BRI ol

E IRTEAl 1 AR HIP] HiST Wil FER W G99 e 3R

IR o ofg &1 a7 fwan wm A W= woEmEw €,

SAfCTT ST 3TATE Al 3fad did &1 g3l
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SU-HAAE 'S’ H S el SH 99 SEed fHe Wl AT
wifEl ¢ fferrg w1 9vi X W@ B € @ 39 MY ge T off A
gl

grefT TS 9gd qE

e 33X FEl T

o X 4 amen 7

gogal gg1 @rsl 7l

T AT 39 TR fohan 8-

An elephant is terribly big

has a big trunk
walking-tik-tok-tik

you are most welcome in our shed
have some pudding & have

some bread.

Ig AR HEl dF SUYH € IE dl STIWel E o Tehd T
T T grEifadl o1 e 9gd U=k @

‘fiferrg’ omfe @ i qoh Wb YdlhicAsh SUAE i @1 o

TE T qodem v ‘ferdfea’ €, o o= o fiferrg fean R
ST orEdtees @1 © fafeam =0 su=mg & g foon St 9 uw thedt
w1 fmior feen 2, fSed © dgqew ofer faf@ 21 of@ o e

‘g’ fafgan & wige #1 @E faae faae faer < 2
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&, IS T Y& T G T godred’ o feredt € -

‘Tz TSR’ TGN HERA H1 OW R 39 qEeScied gfEn
SN F&h{ 3 AfaeE wqurer T @)’

‘frferrg’ Su=m oMl & WIRHT M SR WY W e W e
HA T T FA, 55 IR AT K1 AR SHA 9O H HEAT HicA

AT et Tgva o

Ig A TH wHAW w99 THad 48w sreE uRftufq 9@

FAkdl & A I d=E b ST @R & e § g e @)
Al 4 Su-stedl & ek ot HrareEs € fRu € o swdq e
AT T Wi ¥ 91 I g Fed § 39 W H I FI 1
1 feafa 379 Se@ ? Fife TR W F FIE ST 2| 9 T
fog & @ s 3T 98 S04 f¥d o @R w1 @ e w1 2
Afh ©H W WY, TEReHl, 99H 3R el deh S= gSIFH HeM
H1 o TR W g ¥ T aERIT W AT STHEM™ B W Wl

fpt Tk Tepfa &1 fewmn =Y 21 a8 |t depfaal  Oeg 21 e

A SAUST H Hd gY TH A o o9y eam W@ T @ fe ww
J=l & fahedl ¥ HHAT w1 TS Weg Wl B A H @l AW
S| o digl SR faaerr qes & o1 i o9F g YU S8 w1 gA Fa
3 gam R

! %, IS, fA R : T HOAhT, YUH WERIUT, 2011, AHAS I
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Fcl T B B g SUSH SAER L 9T 99 @
o HT 1 7 T T ® S fE ga 9 A 2

TH IR &M dfeq foh ST aR q 9wl &1 & 98l dfes &l
wepfe w o T 8 awde wepf § @ owE df-fee
qvecd qerd B A R STRE B R I ST 7 9vi 33 <@l
T F Y H R T B S W9 w9 fog Th uREie
SN, forasiiel 9mor 9 =af 21 o H SUE H e ud
gt e R M o T e Tl O B | B i e e e
Uk e il e[ ¥ TN ® e & 9% we 99 wEad e
AR 4 fooehl o € @ a=dl 1 TRl Ted ¢l S& g8 He
@t o fied © @ ST 3a oFE = S @ T s fa 9w enR
Meqd #%d €| Sl IRT aR-aR TR T 99d 3R oduH § Srerdl
@Al B GO W S fwar o dfgs 4 wgd € N w@
G- @ @1 39 aieny ¥ e 5y ot 7 € weg a8
& T =ed ® % gt S) 9 St geny

T T FHfAar -

“EIRT W O S9N HA ! U oid el @ied Bl o% 3%

mifeTeh HEehY T YHR HU FT FHe? TSt Fel FH-FIR 3T Ye

T Tt Fovel S € 1 S Sgd el o 2170 (9. 83)

= Uil § IISRT 9§ SURT Hreed o 94 @l @l 2



163
ARl & WA-'Y AafEdl w1 AR A & fau 3T

qEfehd el S ©1 Y & 9R % ®A-9ed faveae s

Grpfa 9 ST AEvaSd 2| o1 Sqed i FER & € dl S 9

d AR ou Bl TR HAdl Tl HAE i S S{USH Wt
YKl T [ €1 S =i S 9 W 9gd G U Sied

¥ gqe fe@mn B 9 e 99 0 odl %l o R &1 9 9

SEed fHe o g ¢ T fhe TR S9% o9 MR ® 3 St

Fis 9 el el Fifertg sdia @t &l 9ifadl 39 |19 g ae

Terdt €, fSg el @ 3R 9gd @R Sl @

T Ha% 99 Tsh d9gd o o Ty, 5 fiferg’ ST
¥ cuiar T ® o8 © o Sed fie Us shed T 1 fan & e

Sed fog wea @l & faT oaee B 9 R & S °, w

TR % IR W Had 3% A% B 21 I T HeH W 3T e

I W B HAA T I Gog T ST GO SR 99 w9ed e

1 & g 2

T YRR 39 Rydl =t TeUE h Gus fomr sl qeAedl o

IS TG TRl Al IAR A §Y T IMhdl h1 GU JIE @I
g for Ffa & @1 s o st ot U = e

JMfeger TaTE Sfad € o1 e H 9emdehdl T SRl Sk
T =N, J ==l RSl % % YW YHRE & 9% QA 8 TS e
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T 1964 3R 1969 H I AR & fagral W § T fora|

Toward a Science of Translating (1964) The Theory and Practice of

Translation 98 To@d % - Formal equivalence focuses attending on

the message itself in both form and content.

Dynamic or functional equvalence is based on the principle of
equivalent effect, the message is tailored to the receplors linguistic
needs and cultural expections, aiming at complete naturalness of

expression.l

yfsgeh iR TeTcHes AR W G 9l hicTs o 8 U

HeTeRl w1 TR {1 i Gishar || fordll ot ST & HEe g

GEH( i 3 B B U WEH( 1 IR TEU R H W %

feTq ST GER{aal ol TCERRAl 1 T ¢t STewTe B

foa St 9 o WeTehR A el € fb e Sl 9 o
et I | SHAE! (M@Y) ToAh Al 1 ol B foren)

dierTe ¥ ek Teel € s@H B 71 ‘fiferg’ Steme fered 9

ff S=IA qerrl o TgaEd § FEAN fRa B SR STEE % 3y
Y & qeedl w1 YA gE H K on 99 -

i, SHRE W U w e - hopes have gone to dogs (9. 17)
ii. oot @9 91 e - drips like molten lead ('E[ 11)

iii. 9N II@ A - blows up the gasket (3. 28)

iv. ST T SISl el — blew away the cobwebs (J. 28)

' Towards a science of Translating, Noida, L C Taper Leiden, C J Brell
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v. &R & HHR - Master of line (J. 33)
vi. Afead "Slsl—s'gf - Stubborn as mule (9. 131)

vii. ¥R &1 ¥& - Black Sheep (3. 82)

ST & hs w %1 literal translation fha1 741 B ESl
HeTeRl <1 3TIeE hicd &I off iifeh FUST H A 37 oo/l shl JAM
#% e frar a1 B Wfed SUEE g W UH visseel a1 gererl
T FANT §3M S hadl WRAE HWEHD & Wdlh € UNEId WAl h
QR q% T ASEe AU Gl hig Frery T 21 SR F A
R ‘FE-AE UR - fTow o<t 9 A zHe ad @ wmifee

Ffae31 &1 a1 ST H ¥fsseh 3TIAR Up and down U HIE T

TEl T Gohdll Sd G B b o9 STHdd {68 hl wedl € -
‘miferer 93 BT © WG U T A= GHS @ A Al 98
fohed Tee-TRIOT R’ (9. 81) | SHHI HETHS IR 36 YHR o
foam T 7 -

The master is miles a part. If sunguniya wants to have some
words of wisdom, whom should she seek?

% STl UH s I8 Td P 3N f a1 dEs 3TaR
foman T €, Ten-

i. ﬂ@j\@:ﬁlﬁ BT having egg on face (J. 27)

ii. TSU H T AR - wake up before the milk spills (3. 35)

iii. 39 % U4 &t RFET - concession of his age ('E[ 56)
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iv. H1 t{Q_GF'T EEUﬁ 9l - heart put out (4. 112)

v. 370 ¥l 9T YT 3R 33T - having their own land of
imagination and sky of hope (3. 74)

vi. B9 @8 W U - Gave up (7. 119)

vii. Afeaa ‘sﬁ—g“[ - stubborn as mule (9. 131)

viii. ORT I&e ST % - blows up the gasket

S for wifeg wed € fF @ ger ol Th Wi ST

AT TS AT AMET fell in love for you &1 19 =R # fiRar =&f

2l A1 kel hi ohed 2@ T&I ‘whed’ k1 a9 (future Tomorrow)

qfas ¥ B1 R AR d 9 e 7 fma @ q wfa w1 el

qaTd & ST 2

et AR Alhifadl & HaRg B Aeas & meifiehar &
Gy foar S ey 3 off A @1 ol Y& erare A
& SU-NAE ‘WEER 9N Alwifadl & R w1 gEed’ W 98
fered § -

"M vIREE! & WeAH 9 &1 s sifveafea faat sifues

YHTEL e &Sieh Bidl €, STl A ot Ia1 his gl g1’

“MeER @ g Afqeafed H o @ RIS, sAHedl &
ROl WA I o AfqeAfR © Afueh Bl 81 SEfelt Si@ 8H
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FIOR ¥ fF e & WA W WY @Y I w1 yEm g © o

TE IAE T A HEEes gl 2l

ArenifeRal & AR ® THe T8 € fF e & Ak
T el w1 9 8 R off |t cihifaEl w1 eTa wne TEf
T B HH AhITRE e WO W WIS Wi hieE STARe ol

e Tdl 2

fordt off Tom faviy &t ARife™l T GEeR 98l & FareRo]
¥ S B €l orE WA W wsl & W Wi 9+ Hehfd
TR0 Te HEhRI 1 off AR B 81 AIforrg’ ST &1 3T AR

F gL o S g 3T W W U AR S gH: geH §gd
YT B1 TR0l 1 GoH, STIE § Sooi@ i T fafm gepfaal
Y W H=hR au fafm wegfa ol 9 wd €1 T SeRe & fou
7 i € o a8 STI™ *1 Witpliae oy aul STEHR i
T T e THHHRL & AR h1 wE YA KL SFfed Hid
H yror gfaer ast T9E § 59 9% T hl 9HE 9|

‘frferrg’ So=E W 9RERl @ faeRwr ®1 TR GfER 9
Sed fig 1 81 98 SAE (3. W) T H e g1 9% ueh @i
g & 9% o & Y Kool o W €| 919 SHeafde i e

WA Hed 33 AR B, fo qeat WE e@y &t ®1 g, 1 & U

U e faard, 9. 105-114 $77aR fEH, 1972, TEER, et
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H T H I SaAl o el gs ol WY g e st A e
TR | garan o1 f ST & e 9 S84 oA9d = 9 fauw
g1 9% 9gd 9 g 9 e ot w@ €

T ITAE & gN S A W IR sTeehet i W
s fe@mn €1 oM % ufa sifdHie & RUT eTeiha @ A
# T HH H o RS T W gra-fad sthedd w1 e Hed @
e el 3N ey THiaY B S © iR o a9 IR §9 M 9
el B S 81 Afehd I8 SUE hadd WERfl & AA-d & A
gar g1 foen St 3 SuEE § U & weaw 9 U $od o @1 3R

a o wdl faTen-faent faer S 81 59 9 7T A B9 g9l €,

€ dgM ! IERd, AER gl STAREEa H Jadl ®1 2l T8 S

e B T oF OMAR 39 gUA & fou waeeiiel w2l

Fid TH 9 Sged f9g wl e ¥gea TRar & e
I w©d 21 o% e TR o el & "y d6d Wl &1 S
v 9gd TR B T aqd ® o8 79 A i SfeRel @i dier

¥ EEd 8 I T

3TAR Had UHl R el qeh WHA T8l Bl TR Aiohal
o a1 drer, @R, oY ud Geged o o rare e #1 feen

St S TH RN § wEdl © TR wmifee Gier 3% faen i
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WO <@ B GES § W fodmfaat €, o enfer uHt faemmrqel @
27 R TWr = & B Aife S99 gae 396 99 ° g Uel N 2
AfEehl 1 q&F Sevd € foh S @A UeHl & Svd 1 fewn
N AR F gL ot e fauw wmm e T R v @
RO Hhfd FagAToR 7 gl foRiva: S qga1 $fd Gagel & AHara
el 9 gyl B

‘FiferTg! U STSThAl i AT IRA G i STTHR aHTehT
foren T 21 W Iu=g § fafyd sooid guen u' © T oo & =+

W YA Gepfa @t dres ®1 faen St A <) € g 9@ 3w oy

SUIE g SieM 3R WHIS % Wgd WX UENel bl LI Bl TM

ST § T AR WEl THerl gieshor €, S ST S| % ’ean
T femmn o ® q T R sferdl t feafa B g S um
SN SR fRean T ¥ W & S@em o s ufiftefas @ oy
SSM aTel &M [eIas i off = T R

FAR A had Tk Hfd H @G Ffd 9 uffed wam @

dfceh Tk TAN 1 O TN G Sigdl 21 geM @ gHEst ¥ o
fava o1 & gu uRfed @ iR vasfa o dfeT ara # ggi 9
TUE FEl A WP § i g8 gl ol ded 9 UReR ®
el W € feRk N T ® SR oy ot ot ue gfawn & e Hi
qaveeieo fava H Sudm gepfd 3 favm w9 une R feEn 2
qieTfieh godi 1 19@ © T 21 UE GHEd qe | gerd
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fE=<t =1 FUSH UGkl I UgAM & foIU 3TaE it o § SR

R H T T R

IFfed U3 i I foviva € fF o/aR ¥ Oa e & Wi qen

AICHRA AR TSR @ T § qen v S A % Uiet

T2 off T Bl AR FA THI DA TG Tewqul TEl B fH

STAIGEH I T8I AN o SR A1 ¥k G 1 qUi FH B

FARF & U a8 ot eevgw 2 % 98 ga1 w1 & faeR T &
1Y o 1 Sl W faeiy wH W@ T SuE § grelifh qedd,

qeuE, fegeart, Hommem, et skl &1 FurgEn wan fear e @

Qfeh TH TS T 1 YeTE Tk o H o @1 @1 THU ITER

Tl AT H O I HI T HET A1

eme H Al qot | gEd HosAl gerd i Sedl 1 YR
femor ot fopan T @ aifew TS & ues eMfed U= W gg Ui

e TAS g i Aeeeren s iR ot yefem B firferrg

ST=d | oo S 3 U @t st el a% TgeH & faw =
F W W foren g1 =i U veseedt o T e © S ueeh!
H TE ¥ W EWEH ® AU 915w w21 3T Th Y- h

T R @ T R
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39 3U-ALE ‘BRI’ H 9 SHAdfHg SHR BeR ST BN @l

dod €1 o8 SEh W e qUAl UfheR R W SEd B ST 9y

G I TEl TEEMdl SR STudil ¥ 9dl U S|l B W
IR & % &1 ¥ TEel 9N df arad | TR 29 T8 82 39

SUM Rl N9 W % HROT AT AN T8I U= ST ® A1 S 31

Feal S R B H W H AR o S H T TeEn S ST

SN 9t L T8l |

IT-HHAE ‘TSd § arm 9]’ v ff gikfae ®1 39 o1emH
¥ afgw 3 <ot © f ffe 9oRr st & Aa-fuar 59 9 9
T e AT & fF 98 o o=dl R WE QW R W1 ® Bl 98

O oK o I S I BIel § U~ YU Ul <A &l
T S TR o7 @ o a=di o wei 9 )@ 2

gIeliich USit H 3T{aR hid gL 1 SU-AA™ &1 AR

‘8T’ ‘Consciousness’ @ TS0 W @M AR Swake up before the milk
spills’ TFal T B fh zE® 9@ ® TR wE % fau
SU-TEAR & U & HaR w1 e e fher e #1 femn St
Feft Terk BH & WY WY AR B fAuw Saft @ sl @1 Sieft

1 AR ST & ifeh THR! UL 1S 1 AR WA
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S o ‘wreare & wwed’ o foen e @ - Skt et
A9 H TH Y0 AfqeHS ® - W @ fouR w6 eifyerd e &
faul ord: o1qol &1 T W § YR FET O S SR ot erqul
ml’”

TS W e g o feer St 4 Su=me o @Et

FuEd 9 IR R B 39k @EH W Sigmund Freud
Psychological analytical theory 3:ﬁ'{ Dreams theory <l T YH[H
ferdT &1 SHeRT STdR THEU w9 q gAIYel Td ek SR @l
o H fafie ae et oo fawm oRftfedl @ e @ € R o
aRftefael 1 S =l & gFfERa W ST YHE TSl gl el

e o 3 UGN Bl Ugel S 19 § WIS T sk o 3 fiRe

IS WSl & fau wmer ST gHERTg e

T STUE H A1 @ 9 T £ © 91 $leuie 99r fati =l

aAfgs &9 @ HE off wd, IEE e 9 T 21 9 seea e
1 ST AATGeH g5 adl GO A R @t ¢ 98 319+ aeul gl i
T oRe ¥ 304 7 § fF UR EF W e1a Amfe Gqer @t

d93d &1 9% AU Sdl o i TEl Yedrd| oY SEddide Tk e

oo A AW e

faferet geiifer @ fSer R SR (3. W) § B 9ol &l 9o & 915

1

FEAER 1 AT, qresE G faardt, 7e= =qael, 9. 18, YesehR fEoell, gem
HERT, S, 1980
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9€ AT T % U oot on W B 9l 3% U s W e

S © AUl A Hl FAN h TR & )

I S AHS HT T @ S §, AfhA o SEEd

ffe i Yag o Ivdl el § T Bl 81 I% HOH I A

Td AT & Sd S g=d S8 S o= o fOU SR e o §1 Wiy

& TR TF WS 3 Jg1em A9 1 faaR s ® iR St

ff 39 9 I TR T T T MG 9 U8 e U R HER
Ug W €1 98 UE Hd ¢ 6 fhE YR SEiH T wfee s W
WAL Fodl hl AW hl GO fRAN o SE W= IR SAUAN
U R Y T Bl =ed &1 el o o fu Uit 9@ e m
F T g AT YR R I A e F) e St A 9 Seedtes
% WA 9 Freud & Dream Interpretation %l Theory @1 it T
fepam 21

“Dreams are succession of images imotional and sensations

chat accur involuntarily in the mind during stages of sleep.”
9 oo qoAl H & e UfHent REr 9 o @ €S

T T AR KD T THR fha ® -

Why you sacrificed your courage for the sake of traditions
why you became so docile? why you married where your brother
dictated just because he could’nt show up his courage but he never

commited on anything.
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&l hicl Tl o STHAdfHg ohl 370 ERREE IRER & fared
G Bl 310 o=u SR Uifqd ®1 YRR GAd &1 Wfehd orde | 9%

Ff ol T ST H 9% 0 Re UA Tl dAdd wed @ %

fFEd AT, FIE AMMEsE T o 91 98 AT W AU < Sl e

=ed 9|

TH A Ui ° Q@ % v U9 ufedl W © fSHeh T
Y sifysr a1 e 1 9 3fUST H Polyvalency &d @1 T8 o
A Uil hicd 8 a1 ¢ fad Wi % 3 e iR o1 /3 iR
FEl S @l

v a1 e fie T € 7 "ied € fF 58 R e el

I wA T, Th I T AR W fafaet SeifR SedteE)

1 fetfq freg<e St Sfeqd A-ga =7

‘I eTeSl A T HAT B1 WERA W SHE T HT Tqdl dQHl

21 S Wold Sl TSl heilhd B3 B whollehd Bl Sferd-wgd
i wed?’ 3 dfeal § o off @ ok miy & U & 9 fafea

T o1ed B Tk A A9 SHAd STIH e ¥ e g A & A S W

FAT TR € AN T H v Shed ¥ g W eI & ISP | 9%
WA H YAt A €1 IRER o S Suftufd e whew e
& B Thdl B S FRO fusw Sfud whd g ? iR e
Y-S qE SHEA HI Al I B L
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U AR W gL I fovm = 31 2 fh I=l ga uie
o fafed <A wel @ SA-" 99 9UE B S9 Y& gl § <M
qreff (Satire and helplessness) 4 =fed & R 3:ﬁ'{ HYSH gﬁ

F 9@ A IR BT e

fomr St 9 99 SEdafds @ gAtEn w1 Rea ot sgd
Jerehqol @1 W gwiE Bl S SHl 1 Rear wwe & fow <A a6
TIfefa S TEUE I GHE SAEvIe Bl e | ¢t Psychological

Translation SISl %I

o n

el § SIS TR i Had 9! YU Fl Weh R0 I T

g fo o<t IRa 1 TEAW T & SrESE Sl AU YA <MY gU
g1 ura fafaear &1 39 21 &= 9w of #E wEd ¥ foemm 21w
g9 1 Al § foRmE R W WY # Al 38 A0 gfekon @
Sierdl B USR] I WRER AT WO g1 ik Wiehiae e 37
iftrer ST § 7afE Sfal BF % RO Sl el § U9 T v ©

fSTehT 3TaTE Hea 7€l 81 T8 Problem of Untranslatability &1

o (AW e N

glaiiich fordl fe=l ST &1 37 YRR 19 | ST Al

gl A1 Sa-t e &l 3l W= fe=l SIUSH 9 ¥ 3= 1 dIesh
ot fawg =1 o 81 THfAIU Untranslatability 1 G0& R e &

St @, 9 TR Sl % v S ek vl o Tt erqare e

%I 9 9&aR Q@ ﬁ el I \;\IH Achilles heel, amagon, best

man, titans, medusa, a judgement of Paris s 11 1 Te=<i T
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3UeY el B SH YR Y % Tl veg § N9 3ard, Ud WL T

ST el W, T, STTEH, Tghl, J2Y, e A, dEdl g I8

1 v fSeRt st o oreR g9 el 2

TH v W9 SO Hd U HEA T Al hael T W

gueih € SISl SR T WA 1 WG Rl HHem SR WM S

gohdl © g TRl gEd o o SaRw Rl wE gue ydid g
%l 3@ TS H Herculean Task ¥ hgd %l “ET 9 H Y e hl
Tw o Y fore war © S WiHfdes, WNifoeh qe WIS

TRYfd ¥ TR B B OSE 9T Rl 3@ Rl gEEef v 39

TRyl ¥ go T EF & RO a9 1Y fare T SUR Henan)!

qNd <9 1 Tk AN fowivar © o =&l @ & 95 9 e

TEEM Bt g1 A o AW 9 Ugd SRl UE Il § S SN

‘frferrg’ o feon St 7 % R UGH & WY ITRI IS Soord fHAT €

difeh 39h =R @ Uik &-9-% B Heh| AdwS, ACHAR Fl had

TAChER, fa®] AR @t 1wl T hged greE fwar T

2l T UEl W AT I8 U8 % IEN € @1 TH Wal SRR 9
e wUarl &1 =R 99 & 39 T T S R aRdE g o
Hi ot HegHarlla AR BRI 3 GAN S FHEST 9U1 3TH 3
T & AR ek SAUS HEhid H SO OiEl Hicd &P o
Hifer T U H AT g B © Y 98 §@ @1 B @

1

AR B, 9. 135 YRR e faard, dwhr 2002
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a9 fet § oA e T AN & WSk ol TG TgdEl S

ehdl B foheg 3TTAE Y0 §U 39 o1 o fo9IY &M Tl 8l € T
o A% o % STIER B, 9t 9% go uie ¥ afvig g qen
ST gHEe 9 S 9|

T % E-3@ & oyl 3R WHRUEl d Sfem ST

Hehfqal @1 ®9 YRl fha 1 9o T GeRfa @1 Sog wd qiewes
gl e & wh 9 o fifed Grpfa w A W A yeRif

T 81 I 1 TIM Bonfire T8l © Hehell =M=, 1, HIE, 31 1

Ml W $ad Aunty 76l &l Hehdll R@dl Thirteenth day 7@l @

Ghdl qAq WS & T W Wooden Sandel SUJH Tl gl S
Tehrdll 78 Gue fe) @ fUsh ot o ot & ® ife fe= o
Th IR F S T4 Y 8 Hehd 2| Sl H wed 3faa & g

ITAH i A e W R wwa ?1 v ST S vieneff A
TrEf-d HILN T Thesauras 3K I FE=@l ¥ Ffaq fhan 2l

A AT, S e YSE ¥ Tl ToRdl 8 ¥R F WEEr 8 Al
Gralle, Freud 1 G 987 B WiEpiaer foear an fme =fEl =6t
Mot R &, T STAR B gl STAR Al 7 had AHaHE

@1 dfeeh agd Uas +ffl 98 9d g4 T 9% $fd ©d ¥ 3= =’
et SR erefl off TEW GUR I IR TSNSV Bl SR TS IHRd IS
T 9gd §UF SAUSH % UIeeh W Wl W Hid 9 e U A I8

FATH b HIERT "%l HIHAT STUII













3r]fed SU=TH ST Wifwek fagersor

B 9 H1 erol et iR Tore WERR B ®1 ®R T i
TEEY e S Tk TR G B Ssew & fow =< % A

‘ITH go R ' 97 T T 8 @ fE 3= v St

g I gfeeinl gHt W@ SUST ¥ Uncle W55 @&, ==, 941, Hes forQ
ST § 31 Sl 21 QS % 9 Heaer TR U vesl ¥ fon frof
galed @l €1 o8l YAl i Y % WY S o &y sl gE

@t Bl vt o<t § wfeim-gfeeim & oot swafam w1 W wEm

gl 81 Seoe B fr dfte o et o e @ gfeem @it R

AT & AR T ol kg Aed | Sifa gfee sidt & 72T

T gul Afdd # fear & wRU e W9 ot 3T aR Rd @
3o el AR W & atelen Hed 1 udl g §gd MY gl 39
FT H W ® YA TE FEER w1 99 w1 T T S ST H
qor & fafe &R e S gden yeifad 1 ST St W o e’
1 FgaEd 21 FIforrg SUTE i 9 Siell Wl e g ot @ ®©
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S ST Y S B Eetter o H feegEt, S€, oo, st
qe S vkl 1 ot WA TR T 1 W wereyul @

TR 3TR¥ ¥ &1 ]@n 91 a ‘fiferg’ 3o & 3u-3teamt
% TRl T SR HIAT FACYOT ol Teell ¥ DI IRANGIA H R
et dedl RO F1 A B SR UM Hl 7 UGl & Al 39
9T h HHA FHOS T A8l e R’ § e ¥ 9o gy

% UvE @ & 9 21 39 Wedl | we S ® TR eren SR g

T e WA H el g W g1 39 AR ST H Thirteen
Absence ¥ & T B STEE & AWl &% Yidw wE A A

@l fae gu €

fersl Heaat < 9gd & TSEEidl 9 el & e gN 3uAd
% 9 Skl GHIET 21 ekl % gN U U Iu-steEl & it
I IO hITIeT T JHTOT 2

‘fiferTg’ ST &% SU-3teAHEl & e Sy € U9 B 6o
WA Ta @ H® WA Akl @1 Ite S CHwt wew’, (TS

o =\R), ‘a9 = S 7 s, ‘eite fyeEe’, e ey et

T TFE W HTE N B FE Yol ISl & faw U= g Sl R
AfEhl hadl HS URI & HEAH U S Hl G&@h(d 1 U IRGA
el & WY W@ Sdl 81 ‘U8 o W ® Sl U8 § SuE &
O&d UF 919 wEad ffg o @ o % W H WEl qegd W
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3% 39 W H Fd FAR & wH & Ao frdl =S & faw sqEe

T2 guen S 39 W SN oRMU Sd ® def Wed & o o o

G a1 HE W qEE el Bl a8 HHR 9 fEeelt o 1 S A

A g8 TE SE GHH oAl € SN 7 ol a8l &« U g 9 % W
¥ U B 9 gl 3 ‘uR F S 7 Al § U Wl 9R 9He
A Sl Bl WY E WY FE IME T SWE Ik TH w A AR
oo &1 70 2 & T Sh A @ Wk R o ST % st
1 Y sEn T ¥ Gqd H ¥ ot oS & Wi GEhld W

=4 feman T €1 TERT STUSH AR Wake up before the milk spills

fren &1 Tl oifigen He H&pid &l =deHt 2 @1 2

A FHI T qHUSclhd fovd H 3I9eRT HEpfd A fouw &9
yror Y fern B A ) AEfasd 9 WRE sTcAblEd 8 T 71 g
FE Gehd © o TS ol FEH{d Hod @iel-f= R U9 U *1 8
T 21 ggorl #1 ER enyfihar &1 uR=m T afew uygfa w
ECNER

oo g 3 fiferrg! Su=T H U e 1 viuR (e

fean 21 o9 S|ad ffe oHfas €9 9 AfGd g9 W qo1 & A

Y SER E S| € Sl AT Hder fag S @1 98 o €
IR TEY wl T TEEEdl W $% femrd # oft et uftem siR
Fid @t IE §| T8l U 98 3o € T Bw’ § enfern & @l
272 9% S foR ® o 9% S SEE SR T % TR ¥ Aew gU U
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® ? 3T § I iR IU-ST=E & INYw TH YRR B KU ©

S I3l @l Y& & faTT a1ed X G|

W H T ST Tk YA€ § §gdl Fdid Bl 21 ST
qeq e A T Al A St @ € @ R st € gl 1 gOR

¥ T 21 39 99 & 99X 1 adiaed Ssted § S 9UFR el el

ol {0l < agd ©f 90l ¥ |1 9 & Sited sl TR
g1 919 wEad f9e S FAR T Kool o € 9 9% shomd § fiR

A €1 S STheId 1 WER Ik e | wfeeh Sl ol

T B UM & J&A U 919 SEad {9 i Sfied §gd € "R

feEm 81 o' U fagraar) qen qiamis ot ® €1 o= % fau

32 Td Wedd @ ol Yot & Ufd ff SHMER W el S
et ot off fmenr ™ fEr on, g ue SR uReR % =X @
I8 39 W e Y q S U WeRe @ sHfae S Haw ek
dree w5 ft uw weRe safe @ gaE 8w T R SuRE @
qw H 919 Seed 68 % fd 3! IAaY i Hedl 9gd o &9 §U

@R ¥ feEE T 2 uE H Tk S 9 ofgdl sedl Te fewmEn @

21 98 g YUY W R W Uel W ® W wiE Rl § wp
eIl TE HIdl Td WETT 9N G Wl & g <A Bl SSEl %

fu 918 iRl o § o1g SEdd fie 79 € 79 9eh € 59 9.
Y woear g8 off fop well a2 =g A o ) el divem 3% ot
Teeedt @ el SRR & wifde @ §9eml 3@ af 3= I8 ot oM
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oM ® fr 38 W A o wet e A fRdt & fog qopt ® @ 9w hew
et B1 U HeE e % A TeR SSM ol g@ Sl ATl Bl R
T (T 10)1 I7 Ui Ted & W % W IR W vl T 6
a1 S9ed o & TR # frofq us <5 &1 9 g1 = €l

a1 SEed fg 9 STkl 1 FeW FAcl W | @@ 2

AfEeT 3 ST § I8 999 U9 U 99T @1 98 SUM & ST

g & aeg foafee iR ERIfhsS did efd 81 SHehl Sfeddl 3@

a1g Sgdd o S ® omn wd T e 6@ @1 S oguR W%
TH GYF URER H @A B HEel 9w ghEl 1 AW HEe W
et € 52 @8 wr @ fifarg qom 1 wHd @ % 9w

STFT 3R T 4

39 S SR SIeT o1 Sigeid fHg o Sfigd w1 smem skt feRo

g Hdl 71 o e g Ust gag S e W IaeR FRd g

Friel T 396 fau seehl onft o @ 519 o oot s g e
T HEd Bl el T, o1 e f9g ¥ o 9 UH e
o=t o I §) o g g @ M ol o weEe W |

Sed fig ®l 34 T Ao WH 99 INER 1 W 9 S9dd foe
o THIM G Al

Fq U A worn € T ordfaea ¥ UW w T @1 ST
AFHAYT hl TH & fAU &+ WH 3 Teh hieu—e IEaR i &
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&l | o8 37Ut wieufer UfHent Aftmm < © off fooe
ded 21 Sl S WEcRR B ofEe 3 9drn © TR 9 ddel

S Afacd | fod gt B 39 9 7 38 SUA™ Ht A=kl 3R Tg

< ?1 3@ A F AR o T JH TS o
ST  fIfeTg’ % UEl S T S UREw % SER & R

ST SR U T A W WE AR ASR Sl {1 YA, WY e
ffe, it qe Hcl W, AN % SeN-ITer o & few @
St o § oft eref iR Wl 1 SR R

T & ufd g & 9% W@ 98 e § A "t
(o9 wHed fdg & Tel) % U YgEdl ® ol SHe gh fEa wen

L} 2 o
SN % WF o € o6 IS T %1 396 afee @ o © 2l

. [ Y (AW
‘Fd B geo & G IHH! Fa1 st offl | agd 22t R

% deH Ted Hl o ISl 99 IfEe el € 3R HHR H 99 TS

ot & foan wga @t (9. 29)|

I8 & FAA W H AW W HE dq gad € fF 9w we’

o o o o o N A
CRITHSIS], Yol (el odlad % [Sich  [HSIIST Ylsll oddl sidendl %| EIR

g3 & faw] ARE0 @t wed € e wa @’ (9. 14)1

FET a1 St T AW T 7 TR SIS el 1 hlE oAl a1

IR @ Bl ST fiferrg B 9 Fued 9 e UH &1 Afd SHe
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(aW e

Steq & ER afvfq feran ®1 drSl S WO HOSTeleh!, sheitdean

D

AU AT YTl eashdl 81 98 AT & 9l & fau T oo

T Soo] Wl i & foaw o foed &1 9 9 €

‘ST SRR Y U ST SE-afeAl Hl oTE® o 2l U

T2t T 321 Sl 1 I SR @M SR R, SW § TSl el

feam oo & foru g @ien @ g ¥ 9o fem1 g = A e #
el <A W 3@ T &1 8 I aEA 3Rl o Jede & A

o MU 37 BH TSURE Hi| 3R 31 GG & We ¥ ... T T TH
e o 3@’ (Y. 82)I

el He7al o a8l & HIeal 9 9’ Ui 8 A1 39! gRaw,

foerolcneh alth @ UIS%h & WA Tl 21 S 3TEE wid gu ot

39 o1 w1 fouiy wam @ e R eryfed wfd § o v 3H yeR

®© 9 e qa $fa 7 2

I Torareaehar Toifug & & fau dfee 3 fafg’ ST
¥ IR qeEl w1 FEN fman €1 feen S 3 St f eroe wemesr o

#E ¢ T o @Y H T GEER SAE Ao H Wes & W 2

IO H AR W -

R H 9 (7. 82)

Bl K G Tl 'l (9. 73)
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YAl W AT TR 33T (Y. 74)

S Rl S (9. 28)
T STHAT AT (9. 30)
IR S (9. 28)

ST W 9w (9. 17)

gt H G S M (Y. 59)
o gt fafen (9. 29)
AMS ...

ST fifmrg’ ® Ypfa & died at off ==l g @1 wed
foell & STH-U9 & oecleld ©d afvld gC af &+t AR | 96

Sged g & A o =4 s

(o [a Q
ch¢l CAlHl ened %

Q ~ ~ * Y NaY n
‘Tl @ e S e s wedr? s gl o g 2l

AR T SE?

‘ar Tite) 39 BAe W RfEeT S AR | W e hd gt

o @l ®, S8 A & YTd H§ @H Rl Sed ' (9. 21)|

SR SUAE H %E S W % Al ol Al YHfa § Sigr 2
%% SE AfEehl 5 IRl hi S8 WiEl Sl ek w1 & U AErs)
1 wer fomn 21 fom 3Tﬁ3ﬁ | Onomatopoeam 2l
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(F) T, T, T - 919 99 g FASd gU o fhargi W am

® T (Y 48)]

(@) ¥, T, B - s&Erd &l g (4. 66)I

(1) @& & T T M IR I dieh il 3R o8 W 2 (I 4971

(&) ®2-wd (9. 113)

TEl W ST fIforrg o WA VRl i WE owarSi bt forn

%l gHY Uldeh q ohdcl 3UH ET| HHS Hldal dfceh 39 U=l 9 NEED

Tegd R Ul g1 39 YRR i A6 Tell STAE il J=h AR Sfed
o @ Bl 3 AR W A off 3R et et ® wifer fafved
qifteh A AR WihAT I STEfEeRl S Rl 1 W % WA

A hi AT S T & Ufd Ted @dl © i 36 W SHe

Teqdl T T4l Ford el

SUAE ‘FIRTTg’ I A USeh i IR % FHAN <l B
ARl 4 UM & e SU-STAMEl 1 A< ol SIS KA Bl T
IS% F YA R R w7 & fF a8 & 9@ ford yHR g9z 2

‘T FAAT SU-ALA™ HT Ad had =9 G 9 & 9T 2

I offEl -t R el HY B STE ... (I 88)

Hacl T8 YT W WS K1 I & O B T o9 e (93

H FHel @l 9 faed Bt 9Es 3R SFUl WhH-A Setehdl B
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‘fiferrg’ ITE H Ueh HHATT ST G&hid & 9R H ==l i
T2 S T TR H UBEA 8 B § ol 81 I o H dsid @

W@ | U8 9gd € Walleh WAl Bl AR T % U YH SR

HaeTsht & fou oo &) 21 3T & AMd Sl SR Hadd @ dl 9

U5 IR ot TRy §AC WO B A Haoe el dl oo wen-fuar 9

Ff Trry T T ‘efte faeed’ Su-stem ® a1 S| fie s
% ol H wed ff © - “ferw ¥ Fwd ww gy el 9 SHET U
T 1 g3 €' (Y. 65)1 TEH Fe |iw swien e ® R o @y
H M T dg U SwErf § 9w oI wa-fua R o W’ &t

c e
SHldHdendl % S ohlg IehR Ael %l

SoE T A B9 EWeN ® 9% g ol WAeEdl, Sedl,
AR, SUREEd & qdar W1 ¢ IR 3@ o rafadHg fafa

&7 H RN @1 2 I8 99 AT ¢ T ow 3@ fun & fau

JIeTeiel TEdl

I STAE H 3T GHENST & 99l hid U S 39 i o

UE gRT @A B S-S ‘SR % ofd B S Aol wE |
sed fie @ g5 1 o W W@ B € a9 Sied gud wt ot ==l
Hd € SR I ® WY Y- GG B Sl B




191
“afed L. aeE AUt g feed W E @ aedn @R Wi
T H S el 39 e Ut § - 9% @ eFeRd g5 ¢ (Y. 24)1

Tel el Tt 3 faslt Sfied & g ot oft s W @ E

S o wiafed o Erelitd 9 wied B Wy € Wiy 98 a8 off 9

Steea T & guen ®@ € fr wHd & Shed @1 g5 SH @ € g

Tedl Bl AU TA o SHEHT Wy Tl e

oo qge { Arerfig SO W SO AT ¥ e & fafvd

sfieshion 9 W@ B Su=E | ufGl 1 meAeties uer ot afvlg

feram %l Sigmund Freud %! Dream Theory <hl JHII Ff 3TH

AT H T %I Freud = fo@n % foh BHM Subconscious Mind 31

fosi iR srere o wl W fe@mr ® O ager adfasar § 9%

F T SR =R B

9 Sgdardg Sited § 3heldd 9 TSR W 9l 3! It ohl
<EId B IR ol U8 Teldd § 98 99 TE U9 H A S &1 S
98 AR B4 § dl S WU H St Uften fyer ot 7, X 5%

%l IR W 21 US w1 AW oA ‘TR © e SfuSht ereR oft
Consciousness To&an %I

IT=Y H g8 et ¢ foh 59 e o A ‘e’ © sed @
O S{YAT BT WU U ?1 91g SEed fig HR w awe 9 e @t
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S5 21 9=d Sarl 3R 99 ® A9 U HeRw 2?1 ofees 3§ e o

Igd € AaH BT Y G W T 9 91 e f9g SR g €1

AT 9 o SR I TRl YgdMd U |P T Ued @l fHal HAd

@l 3% A% B FE AT S € UE YIAHS Bl ST I AGH
et H et ol w1 ot g9 feea 21 sEn fe s=i et
TEHR | el % G Hemingway, Shakspeare, WB Yeats,
Tolstoy aMfs Tl § a8 mrqﬁ ERIEG %I

3T I SYAM Shakespeare & AICHh As you like it il AR

fam 21 Fel S faen @ f ggmewen o= &1 of Hg @ & 9%

ff o oeai-=1 59 W © TS 98 @R SR SAR @ STEvdshal Bidl
2|

Last scene of all

that ends this strange eventful history
second childishness and more obtuiron
sans leath, sans eyes, sans taste,

sans everything

g ot 42T (WB Yeats) Tk 92 AfK 1 90 Hid g Fa&d 2|

An aged man is a Paltry thing

A tattered coat upon a stick, unless

soul claps its hands and sing, and louder
sing for every tatter in its mortal dress

- Sailing to Byzantiun
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9 A H HIH i Fad AR IRER & FER i AT

gl Bl wifeh =& gl o) o SHH! HaW SHH Y BIE 3t B
IE qd GERRI H AR Bl AfE 7 Had @ aE iR S
gret feafa o1 avi & fean © afer gomet w1 g SR
B, S FEieeh el SR <fael W ge 39 7, S St ueH
fepam 21

oo qeel 1 9o ¥ Hegaeds e 21 g See |
Edeliel aEl RS9 €1 SR W Hi el o W ot g
feerd 81 SHT T=i4 39 ST ¥ qo1 379 %% sl § o fuse
it & AfmRi ®T o == w2 TG 9T FE NGO T WHISR
R W SE W 8 U SRl WM dhadd Qe W geifad g8
g o & 21 SR 9 ® Sfted w6 geE @l

3Teh! UBElt AT ‘ST Pl offl a8 ot I arsaforsk Sfia
T ot T e o g€ wedt © fF 9w qen faeRi at sfe @
AR G off 1 Hehel §, wAfeh fohet T 1 aeft wegy fhan o
Tohdl S0 3H YA AH-IE @0 &Il ‘FIferrg’ 309 & &g a1 of

3% Tt Sted § fow T € sEfeT sHeRt W Shed 9 €l

T ® AU UISH U Th IR U YE HX 2 dl TG ik & S|

frdl Wi SU=E a1 Hifgfcass AT k1 HIfYeh  favaiyur 3Hehi

el Sl &G WA 1 e 3eFaH el 1 Wiftes favetsor § sfa ot
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‘tefa’ 1 e faAn ST @1 AfR o w6l gefad w9 =
el WO eA 3 agd Sevde B ST i W B W B
fewn, i $fa 1 T4 W_E F=a € @ = fa S9 e g
‘emyfTeh Wife Hod IR oAk’ § HEd 2

“ITE GHM R % 9% AR WEA Tk Tk hich S AT
SWd ¥, S gUErY #UM% WK el @ iR uRaw w1 W =i
M a1 § 98 9N Wed HHYl: Th-Ush WS 3R ae i g2
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‘fiferrg! SurE W U eyfTeh orEvd § Wi fRE ot U
# @ W U TS 9 T ? ue g s fTed € S 9
@ TE A TR Al Bl W bl I8 W hl 3Thaldd H Hehdl
® €| YA 9 Swed fHe % faR g9 W ger s 81 s W
AT H Wdl Rl 21 39 He ROl W T H kA H TS
T Redl 1 g5 Ko € 9 sl @ <& g8 e ot gme e
2l

SU-31eE ‘gl B WE WY WEdd fog dmR g 9§ SR
G 3R T @ T BT € @ 9% SH U9 3 €

‘ofHieX Feshd gU IEH HEd B IBH & TR H IY e
% fow sl o R dfeT & N9 W 39 dfE-uE @ & <9 AR
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o

FehTeTeht Jeherl o foh IRt TARK &1 ©H 39 W Tk 30 9 3T U

g .. (9 118)1

a1 Sqad 898 GII & gfd sa ASE g o desE @l

EHR W B

‘TN I I U T 9 81 dfes difae ®9 9 i

Tohe X gL T T ¥ TR X A ol T 1 T 9 @R

(9. 118)1

SN fiferrg’ H foe qET@ A 13 A % @ ST "
a1 & fafim emaml & gan B o wiiew w1 e I B T
Feq i sifqerfed &t g fof 9o & fo wifecy &6t afteheo
& S Hehdl @1 ST TR SARRR WiifeR A € TR A @ gqE

Fd GEA 1 OAE B e w1 FF oifus Meq T &1 ST
fafere erqyfa iR faftre wem faftte aor =+ emen ww@ 2 3w
ST & AW 3 -9 I AW B g o difefcaes fafdmedn
g oftgel 21 acqd T fob <& gme amen oft @fee o wge e @
q SHE UH fa9iy efferl SR oAIcHeRdl S STt B S WISl Skl

A R S G 9 1 I 2

ST H AW B HEl S Ht FHataei R L T @
AATHAT FSH St TE 21 ST | e 9 & Y@ i 3R Ter

L0 B g 3 ST H S Y8 9¥H, ORF o 9UH, FeF ohi
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goige o 99 Ul ST E ® e USRI &I T & iR o I

Rl

e 1 favewo qeaq: @9 qwal Wi W@ €1 e ® 9

Y aafiier fagm fS9 St § Morphology &l ST 1 S8H Hid i
Aidker G H1 qUH T ® SR 3Y 9 e Wenfea feamr o
Herdl 21 T S Hfd &1 a9 fage & yR W favevo g 2l
TEH Hq 1 AT A § SN e qwa © el & emeR Wy N
SIS H Semantic Structure Fed g1 30 faweiowr ¥ vkl & o1 =

U W B THH IA=<Aid YR gRI Y Y ek Ue Sl

TSI e ST 2

fe R0l SUE § ARl % Wl w1 Wil W SR S
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